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EEADQU.iillTERS 
1st Battalion, 26th ~1arines 

9th Harines 
3rd Marine DiYision (Rein) J :FMF 

FPO, San Franiesco 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, 9th Marines (Attn: S-3) 

Subj: Corr~and Chronology: 27 September-31 October 1966 

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2 

(b) Diva 5750.1 

(c) RegtO 5750.1 

3/JJB/ees 
5750 
1 November 1966 

Enel: (1) Command Chronology: 27 September-31 October 1966 

1. In accordance with references (a) through (0), enclosure (1) is submitted 
herewith. 
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HEAW,UARTERS 
1st Battalion, 26th Marines 

9th Harines 
3rd Marine Division (Rein), FMF 

FPO, San Francisco 96602 

COMHAND CR."RONO~ 

27 SEPT~ffiER-31 OCTOBER 1966 

PART I: ORGANIZATIONAL DA'I'A 

• 

3/JJB/ees 
5750 
1 November 1966 

PART II: GENERaL COlICL'P'I' OF OPEPJl.TIOlrS DURING REl'OR'l'ING PERIOD 

PART III: SEoUENTIAL LIS'l'nm OF 3IGNIFIC1J~ EVENTS 

P.t:IB.T IV: SUPPORT TI{G OOCUl:lEl;JTS 
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PART I; ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Reporting Unit. 1 at Battalion, 26th J.'iarines 

2. Location of Command Pos~. 271600H September 1966 to 312400H October 
1966: Vicinity Hill 55, D&~Al{G TAOR, Coordinates (AT 968617). 

,. Period Covered by Report. 27 September 1966-31 October 1966. 

4. Commanding' Officer and Staff 

Commanding Offioer 

Executive Officer 

3-1 

3-2 

S-3 

S-4 

3-5 

5. Principal Subordinate Units 

H&:3 Company 

Company "B" 

Company lie" 

Company "ii" 

27Sep66 ... 24Oct66 
24-310ot66 

27Sep66-22Oct66 
23-310ct66 

W"'}<~·'" it ",-.r: . 
........-- ,i'''' 

LtCol NONTI 
LtCol Ir:;WTON 

haj DONNELLY 

2ndLt BOLEN 

Capt VOGT 
Capt JOHNSON 

1 stLt MOONEY 

Capt Ci.RLISLE 

Capt VELASQUEZ 

Capt SD1PSON 

Capt KAPPELMiili 

Capt WEIDNER 

6. Command Strt1ctlt::'~.. 27 September-31 October 1966, OpCon 9th l'larines 
with responsibility for Northern sector of the 9th j,'J.aI'ines 'rllOR. 

7. ~verage Stren&th for Month of October 

Officers US1'lC: 35 

Officers USN: 3 

Enlisted um·iC~ 935 

Enlisted USN; 56 

.I.!.·~-

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

@~~a~@ P~ II: GENERAL CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS 
WRING REFORrING PERIOD 

£ ./1113" 

During the reporting period, the Battalion was responsible for the northern 
sector of the 9th Marines TAOH. This responsibility included the occupation 
and defense of the assigned sector fro~ enomy attack; execution of offensive 
operations in the assigned sector; maintaining the Main Supply Route secure 
and open to traffic; es~a'blishment and mail1'~enance of a reconnaissance net­
work in the assigned sector, preparation to execute offensive operations 
beyond the assigned sector; and the support of pacification programs as 
directed. At 271600H September this BRttalion relieved 1st Battalion, 9th 
Marines in this TAOR. The first h.,o weeks 'torere spent largely in patrolling 
fOr familiarization of the area. On 11-12 October a COUNTY FAIR was held 
in LE SON (5) (AT 955637), ar.d on 21-22 October a GOnDEN FLEECE operation 
was held in the A and B Compani9s areas of responsibility. From 21-25 
October Co A was OPCON to 3rd Battalion, 9th Marines. From 21-24 October 
heavy rains resulted in flooding of the entire area. Altho~gh Rill 55 
remained above water, the surrounding aroa, including the three forward 
company CP's was almost completely inundated, and Co Bt s CP (AT 920547) 
had to be evacuated although a platoon remainod as security. The floods 
all but suspended operations for three days, and rebuilding had to be done 
in the Company CP's south of Rill 55. The bridge over the SONG AI NGEL'!. 
(AT 968606) was washed out and was replaced by a ferry. This ferry and 
the ferry across the SONG THD BON (AT 925534) were inoperable during the 
flood. On 240400Z October 1966 LtCol A.A. MONTI passed command of the 
Battalion to LtCol D.E. NEWTON. Ene~ activity has consisted almost 
exclusively of sniper action in squad sized elements or less. Friendly 
activity other than·stated above consisted of daylight saturation patrols, 
road security patrols and night ambushes throughout the reporting period • . 

wI:B JF • 
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PART III: SEQUENTIAL LISTING 
OF SIGNIFIC1~ EVENTS 

1. Personnel. During the period the Battalion had a slight decrease in 
chargeable strength but did gain in effective strength. Losses are as 
follows: 6 L'!arine officers, 101 l'Iarine and 2 NaVy enlisted transferred 
for duty. 88 Marine enlisted transferred by service records while hospit­
alized. 8 l"larine enlisted KIA, 2 Marine enlisted ])01.;/, 59 l'1arine and 7 
Navy enlisted Wil, and 1 lJIarine enlisted died of drowning. Gains are a.s 
follows: 3 Marine officers, 145 f~rine and 13 Navy enlisted joined for duty. 

a. The Command ha.d a change in BattaJ. ion Commanders effected on 24 
October 1966. 

2. Admistration. Sub-unit number 1, Headquarters and Service Company 
was reactivated 6 October 1966 upon joining 11 Marine and 1 ~avy enlisted 
detachment of the Combined Action Company. 

3. Intelligence. During the reporting period the S-2 lost all but three 
of it's Scout Section. Of the remaining three, one was assigned to assist 
the 8-5 and another was placed on a len~~\y period of no duty. As a result 
of the loss of the ~cout Section, the Battalion's two TPS/21's were not 
used. As of this date, the Sccut ~ection has been reestablished and training 
co~ncod on 28 October. Of the Battalion's twent,y infra-red scopes, 
fourteen are operational and are distributed throughout the companies who 
use them on ambushes and listening posts. The six inoperable infra-red 
scopes have low batteries which are currently being charged. In additi0n, 
the Battalion fr~S one Starlight scope which has been inoperable during the 
entire reporting period due to a lack of batteries. There have been no 
contacts as a result of clandestine devices. Significant events during 
the reporting period are as follows: 

a. EnemY Contact 

(1) During the repcrting period enomy activity in the TAOR was e 
limited to harrassing tactics by squad sized guerrilla forces. .ii. detailed 
chronology of events is shown in the 9th l1arines DISUMs for the reporting 
period. 

b. l"lines 3Xld Booby Trans 

(1) There were four incidents of road mining. All fOlU' of these 
inciQents were loc ,ted on Liberty RORd North, two in the vicinity of GC 
969602 p-nd two in the vicinity of coordin~tes 92)5)7. In each case home­
made pressure type box mines were used with from 10 to 20 pounds of explosive. 

(2) Ttere w'ere t(m incidents of bcoby trapping of trails and 
buildings throuehout the TAOR. They included homemade C-Ration mines, 
pressure detonated 60~~ and 81mm mortar rounds, fragmentation grenades, . 
one 105nu;1 round and ,.ne Claymore mine. 

(3) On 17 Ootober 1966 while clearing the right of way for 
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TJtberty Road North in the vicinity of coordin<J.tes 965595, Seabee and Engineer 
F"r:3:~nnel discove::ced one Russian 10 Ib shaped oharge and one 60mm mortar 
rcun:i in what appea.red to be a storage area. 

(1) On 22 O(;tuber 1966, a VN woman, Troung Thi-ng'"'dllh, 26 years 
old, frem XU.lN DIEM (1) hamlet who ,vas pickod up by a Company n squad 
sized patrol revealed that two snipers who had fired at the patrol had 
run pas·t her heuse and moved to th(, river east of the hamlet. She further 
revealed th",t 30 hard corps VC had passed through her hamlet 6 days before, 
that they w:·re groy uniforms, spoke a NVN dialect and carried 3 mortars. 
The VC took r.ice from the villagers prior tc their departure. The woman 
went on to rGveal that 15 guerrillas operated in XUAN DIEN (1) and (2) 
during thc day and at night moved north along thc.) river to 1E SOJIT (4). 

(2) On 28 October a Company D platcen sized patrol passing through 
the hamlet of BICH Bl'l.C learned that the villagers of BICH BAC were moving 
out uf their vilJ.age bec:tuse of a planned VC attack on U.S. Marine Corps 
personnel in th.'1tT~cinity. The dcite and time of the attack were unknown 
but it was indicat8d that the attack wculd come from the east to the west 
across tho riv;r at coordinates 987635. 

4. Trainins:. All units :received instruction rel.ating to the oissicn 
and role of B.S. Forces in the Republic of Viet Nam, the rules of engagement 
and cOIDInc.:nications. On-the-jub training was cunducted for all organic 
MOS's. li. four (4) hour mine and booby-tr3.p school was ce,nducted for all 
units. In addition, all nswly arrived personnel reporting into the Battalion, 
underwent a two day indoctrination period on Hill 55 during which they 
received briefings by all staff sections and the Sergeant YJ.ajor, and also 
manneci defensivG positions at night. Following this, they were sent to 
the individual rif16 companies and received another three days of orientation 
an~l indoctrination before leaving the Company CP on patrol. 

5. Special (}ppr.E-ti.<2.n.~. A COUNTY FATIl was held 11-12 October in the 
Vil1age of lJE SOH (5) GC 955638. Another COU:N"TY FAIR was planned fer 
24·27 Cctc,ber L'1 the Village of BIeH B:l..C GC 986635, but was cancelled. 
:~:ct8,ils p.re repc.rted in "Civil J,ffairsH secti.:;n. Operation GOLLEN FLEECE 
WllS held 21-22 OCGob8r in CLmpanies .i\. and B TAOR. 

7. COl1~;c,r'l.2:nd C£!.l.!r..:::1. LtCol .to';" HUll'l'I cOlllI!landed 1st Battalion, 26th 
Harinas from 27 SeptGD.;.)er-24 October 1966. O~ 240400Z October 1966, he 
was relieved by 1tCol D.:2. N~trCll\),. Tho Battalion remained intact under the 
control of the 9th Harine Regiment throughout the period with the exception 
of Compar;y 11.'\.1I ,{hie:: ",ras CPCO~ to 3rd Battl1ion, 9th r;Iarines from 21-25 
Cctcber. Althougt. the' Battalion rem/otins ADCOl'J' to the 3rd t-farine Division, 
it chopped OPCCN to the 1st Kxrine Division em 1014~H October 1966. 
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8. ~mmunications-Electronics. The only significant occuren6e during 
this period was the destruction of two AN/PRC-25 radios in a fire at the 
'Company "C" CPo 

9. Close Conbat. Nothing Significant. 

10. Fire Support and Fire Support Coordination. ArtillelY was emplqyod 
011 targets of oppcrtunity fu'1.d als~, to restrict the eneliC' , s night movement 
through harr~ssing and interdiction fires. en-call fires of an offensive 
and defensive nature were provided each company. Hegistration of defensive 
fires was stressed. 

a. iU'tillery fired :;0 fire m:issions against the enelr\Y during this 
reporting period. No confirm:'l.ticns of enml\y casualties vlere obtained 
dua to tho inability of units to make detailed searches of target areas. 
Surveillances submitted indicated target areas were well covered by artHlel 
when called f(;r. 

b. A breakdown of the number of missions fired follows: 

(1) Actual fire missions 

105mm HowitzElr 
155mm Ho'Titzer 

22 missions 
8 miflsions 

(2) H&I missicns. W~I fires were conducted each night. Target 
selection was b~sod on intelligence ihformation and recommendations from 
the riflo companies. 

'rotal number artillery FF~I missi'Jns - 587. 

(3) Defensive fire concentraticns. DiscLunting the defensive 
c,mcentr;,tions fr)r Hill 55, 19 night d(~fensive ccncentrations of a permanenia 
nature were planned in tho TAGH. One hundred, _ fort~;-four defensive .. 
c·ncentrations in suppc,rt of moving elements were planned during the 
reporting period. 

c. Three 81nm -viortar sections were attached to the cutlyinL,. rifle 
c:)mpanies lrihile the fcurth was kept on Hill 55 in a general sU1')pcrt 
role. 81mm mortars \Vere used extensively against the enelr\Y during this 
pe:n::cd. Four hundred, twenty-eight concentrations were fired for 11&1 
:::.:_c;s oy 8im~ n:o:C:.;('.,l'3 during the repoJ~ting period. 

11. A~sties. Duri:'lg this reporting peried, the Battalion landed at 
Dal~ang Ivith 2631093 cubic feeti and 4,684,074 pounds of cargo and vehicles. 
The Battulion LClS m07ed 654~ 5eQ pounds of supplies a total of 816 miles in 
resupplying thH cO~lJanies. F .. .a'npering L'esupply has been the continuing 
prob18m of the lack of £'1-35 trucks p..nd the constant high deadline rate 
of the LVT's and M-76. During 22-23 October 1966 two companies and their 

jluljj •• had to be ev~cuated from their area because of flood waters. 

7 

DECLASSIFIED 



• 

• 

DECLASSIFIED 

... 

-- • E 
12. b.~F :Defense. Nothing significant. 

13. 9_<2r@.:,.:!i-=~tr:......S2r8"[)~"'S'!' .iJ.ir s'lppcrt .,as used by this c(;mnJand during 
the rcpc;rtiqS ly~:;:,io:l il1 support of g:c-ol.l.nd lmits. A total of 62 l1edevacs 
,,{ere flown b:d.x:Eing 58 oasm~,l tics '1.rcl 20 civili;J-lls to immediA.te medicA.l aid. 
UH~··l1'1 gunsh'ips "ero l'sed O~ occa:,ion as st!:'lke and cover n.ircraf·t. 'Resupply 
of the ind.icTidual cOlnpmdt's "as pTovided by UB-34's on a vcr.." limited 
ba::::is. No fi;ced-wing sorties ,,18re 1'10,,111 during this period. 

14. ~!(S~.~C::?:'~ .. 5':::'!.~LQ.~~~,;~1 S:::::epprt.. il.cthity for t:18 period is reflected 
in the fol}.c.!\Ji.l':.2: ~·it;J.j;8S ~ 

HiLiJG0~~? 8:'_ck Cs-ll 1087 
]'.ii~i.:;_t::rc~'T Cn,,8":.':'':J.lties 65 
l%uC'rcp 11 '18 
Ci_!il:ip.n Sick C1,ll and. ca;':~J.[iltios 71 
Daily in-pa':~~~0::1i; C8ESUS n 7 :::F.xlDil:m 22 

A 30 beG :5.n··pn.ticnt \var0., j_nclu~:~i~g ",·:hoHer 9 toilet and head fao:i.liti()s, 
and bC:r'~}-.:lng sp'le:)p f:T orC'":1ic "nel -CFJ. ,pi c,nt personnel W)-S CGYlS-cL'u<6'ted. 
C U:'18tI'Uct :1.0:1. was rd. S <) b0gun on a rr,sdic,tl ,3uj)ply anc record sto::c;~ge de!, ot. 
b. supply do:!:,ot for tl-}.} ro:(i cnis;];mnt cf li!1o cOJ:'pcrr.cm ,,,,as ost8,olished. 
l-ne hundred 1 t",,'enty---fi78 V:{ civi:i -lans ''lere treated during the ClUliII'Y }lAIR, 
mentionrJd abuve. 

15. Chaplain StlT'rCr~" PrO';;f'f1+.ant coverage "r18 {'iven by the BC'lttal ion 
-------' .. <, . - .. -. I 

Clvlplqin, Prct8st:m'~ 8o:-:"riccc W0:rO beld in -1;26 CP St:nday mOr'1lx.gs 9 

S~)Jl,::~n:l E)"vunings 9 ,~::"Yl(,~ 'h,\;(~nos(~_<'lj' ev·:~r:ir.~:·;·s, ::.:1. COf:1DRr..y D CP 81)..11(1.:.1,:;" D.,ftcrnnons; 
iE fl;:c-VlEird li!1(; 0'~/rr;l;qil":'ES we8k'iQY's. rfotn,l IjJ. ... c-~e3te,rrt services hold '.·,"as 
24, att()l:Qdd h~r l.i,S·1 ~~T[LrirlOS 0 8i-~ Bible Claf3fi8s attenr!cd by 28 }lD:Tinos. 
The B,,':;tal:Lm C:.T;:J.'1in pqrt-;j.ci'·)2,ts< jn tl:l':; crient~l.tiG;'1 e-iverl tc all 
r.aplflcen£nt trocr;'. Fe COmlS(,::'8 Cl 2,; }tIl-Tinos, vi': i ted pn,t. i8nts in Bn ttalion 
BAi3 dailY7 7~sHcd to patients cn -vTe(;k~_~r yi"its to "C" Tiled ,::1.d nSA hospitals, 
1'l:;::cte 40 pEU tc:ull lettr;I8 to NCK of c.uc(o;.ised I";.'rjJws 1 h.·::-)(n',';l 23 c;:cses for 
i..;,llt3rio[,;I,n lied C~n;>;, '.ne' distrft·1.1tscl ever 800 1~8'''' 'I'cs-!~i:'>ments :md religious 
ooc~;:J.ets. R,wn·.1 C:tt<·lic C()V8:::'G(}3 i~iv(m by j" .. -::gi.-:':3nr<;,1 Cl~3;).1f1i::l1 9th Mc1I'ines, 
\7 _' b::,. }lass iII 'j /'!f-J I.. {:? f: nnday LlorniI18:; c.Ll1Ct in f()l~wo..rd l:i.ne cOfe1:":l:lies on 
weekdf-iYs t'q:proz:i.::: -: tuly oV0ry othnr ,,;cd::. 

16~ P.i-X-}L'~£f:~:i!~~.f' C'n 2 Lctcbe:'C 1966 7 Dr]1tq Comp;1.n~: pi?~':~Tc~l rd_c.l:8ct up 
a \r~;.c·:~nUDlt~~·'C rf'::~~rt l."'c:;qT.lostin[; I~~r:dic2..J. t.ceatIT.ont f~')r lLts t~,ro ';18[:.1"' ol(~ (Jr.:ril{;hter. 
rrl:~8 ·~1.JO ~ier8 !:r.n:l~~!Y-:-·rt cd to Fa ~t a:~_ ::. Cy ! ... \1-(1 3tnt ion for t--:....,e~1.-S;}~QTlt ~ liftor 
t!J.o tr·~:):'~t:,.'-1,~:r.:0 tll(;:," H;:;.;ro retl.J.Tt:·3d tc the~l.r li:'""'tTj) at. 'IrJ8 nv~~n revec~.l8d the 
na;;.~s of~_! .1, .. _'l8 :,r~c, .';T!.I:~: c,~~_r,:?:?.1~~~· u:-,~~ of ,lli3 ,rillag:o (.n 11 ~"'c.t::;h~~ 
1906, C uln'I '5'.." ll1 ::"/1 ".,.~ s( ~i .. ') ':·C;"T'f:iUr,CGQ. A d8t:1C~lJ;1E:mt of tl~,: "~VrGh 
}-'c.:y Qb.clClt:;~;.. '";c 1. 'f;.: 1_L'f,~;1.~"C ;",::c:::!.lp\;-c:/ -,-]i. 1,r= prcr-3ent and sl1pportoL1 the (},)cl:'n, t ion. 
;'ii-ejh prcpc>.wmCa JF','i':_'~~'s~ rYO\'''';:;'l:,dol 'Gap!~s ::C11e1 politicn.lspf:?Aiccl's. 102 
villag8rs I.vere tJ:>~·;n..-~ec. feY.' 
Tile villag,):r3 -V'i;lJ':O aD O',rcd 
1966. en 21 l'ctGbr 1966, 

_alum; '. 

.lr.·:.l~.cr ~1..:r:j"'J.~·.':;.8G ana ::!"t::.ts by C1.l.r ~i8~JJC.l.;.P teclln. 
tc l'GGurn t() their vJlln.i:<;8 !1-~ 12'12()(JE Cctob8r 
a tf.::am of the 244t;1 :Psycholoeical w!1rfare Company 
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broadcasted propaganda tapes to the villages of CHAU SeN to aid those 
famHies in tMir 7ille,gB I-ihose homes were destroyed by the floods. We did 
so by supplying 150 Ibs of rice and 2 ce:ct,or.s of clothes. The Medical 
Civic action Program treated a total G.f '1'1 '! 8 Vietnamese villagers for 
minvr injuries ar.d cuts c1u.ri.:lg th'3 reporting period. 
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PART IV: SUPPORl'ING DOCUMENT~ 

1st Bn, 26th hn.rines (9th Marines) CpCrdel' 117A.·66 

1 st Bn, 20th l1arines ('pUrder 3-66 
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