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HEADQUARTERS 

1st-Battalion, 26th Marines 
3rd Marine Divisiun (Rein), FMF 

FPO San Fr1U1clsco 96602 

COMl'-l11ND CIffiOHOLOGY 
1··31 December 1966 
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PART I: ORG.illiIZ.I·i1'ION~I.L D~I.T.8. 

• £ -

1. Reporting Unit. 1st Bl'\tta,lion, 26th Marines. 

2. Location of Oommand Post. OlOOOlH December 1966 to 312400H Deceober 19661 
Vicinity tin 55, liJL.NG T.il.OR, Ooordinates (aT 966617). 

,. Period Ccvered by Report. 1 December 1966 - 31 December 1966 

4. Commanding Offioer and Starf 

Commanding Officer 

Executive Officer 

S-1 

8-2 

S-3 

S-4 

s-5 

5. Prinicipal SUbordinate Un! ts 

mos Company 

Comp~ "A" 

Compally "Btt 

Ccmpa.n;y "C" 

Compa;ny "DIt 

1"8Dec66 
9-31Dec66 

1-8Dec66 
9-}l])eo66 

LtCo1 NEWTON 

Maj LONNELLY 

2ndLt KELLER 

Capt JOHNSON 
lstLt CLICKENER 

Maj VAIL 

capt BEST 

lstLt Moom 

2ndLt CLEELAND 

Capt VELASQUEZ 

Capt SIMPSON 

Capt C.JlLISLE 

capt WEIDNER 
Capt JOHNSON 

6. Command Structure. 1 - 31 December 1966, OPCON 1st ~ine Division, 
with responsibility for Baatern sector of the 9th Marines TAOR. 

7. 4vera.e Strength fer Month ot December 

Offioers US!oCa 30 

O:f:ficers USN I 3 

Enlisted umcal066 

••••• ·ed USN. 60 
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PART II: GENERAL COl'iCEP'.l.' OF O.l:'Eli~i'IONS DURIHG REPORTING Pl!J{IOD 

During the reporting period,. the Battalion was responsible for the e~stern 
sector of the 9th Marines TAOR. This responsibility included the occupation 
and defense of the assigned sector from ene~ attack, execution of offensive 
opera.iions in the assigned sector, maintaining the Main Supply Route open 
to traffic, est.'lb1J.shment and maintainence of a reconnaissance network in 
the assigned sectdt, preparation to eXGcute offensive operations beyond 
the assigned sectoi-, and the support of p'~cification programs as directed. 
The predominntely successful t!ictic used for operations during December 
was the Company sized operation during which a small area was se"Ja~ed off 
by clvsely tied in blocking positions. The trace of the pOSitions approx­
im8.ted a cordon, the cordon being f~lIlplaced during hours of darknesr'l.. 'l'he area 
of operation covered an area no greater thrm four grid squares so as to bette~ 
control the operation. The duration of opeN.tions was about eight hours. 
The one County Fair initiated on 28 December was a cordon type operation 
requiring a six hour sYJeep. These operations were executed as a result of 
current intelligence and availbility of friendly forces. Adjacent units, 
3rd Bn, 7th Marines and 2nd Bn,- 1st Mqrines assisted with the blocking 
positioos when any of th-) cordon boundari.)s were contiguous to boundaries 
of these units. R8SUltS of those one d 'y operLtions plus the Cc..unty Fair 
are 12 ve XD\. Confirmed, 1 VC KIA Probable, 2 vee and 9 weapons destroyed 
or captured; 1 usMc WLi. Day and night patrols and ambush activities of 
squad size were conducted throughout the month by all companies. 
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PART III: Sm,UENTL~L LISTDm 

OF SIGNIFIC1i.NT EVENTS 

1. l'eraonnel. During the pericd tho J3att:J.lion h..'1.d a. drep in offioer strength 
but did Mve a gA,in in enlisted strength. L"sses ~e ~J.S follows: 6 M"l.l'ine 
,Mricers transferred fer duty and 2 transferred by service recor<:s by reasbns 
01 med evao; 19 Marine enlisted tr1.nsferrGct for duty ;Uld 25 transferred by 
servioe recorda by reason c-f mod cvn.c; 4 Navy enlisted transferrec fer duty 
;md 8tre.nsferrcd by servioe rcccrds by re,'l.son (;1' mad ev;tc. Gains .a.rl: as 
fellows I 3 Marine Officers, rtnd 270 hU'ine enlisted joined for duty. Cas-

. unltiGS for tho poried: 4 NlJ:'ine. enlistv.d l\L~, 2 l'l3Xine enlistca :U(;I'/ and 1 
! Larine enlisted died as result of accidental uiechargo; 2 MfU'ine Officers 

and. 51 l':tr~ 10e enl isted \fIil.. 

2. Adruinistrp,tivn.. Nvthing signific,'.llt. 

}. Intelligence 

a. Nc lilFt.jor cent'lcts cccurred d.uring th" month of l(';CQClbcr. VC activ­
ity consisted of small gTuupS delivering h"U'8.Ssing firG ::tt pe.trcls, 'm in­
oro[tso in mine/bcoby tr"p er.J.pl,ymGnt, rmd ~ist:dbuti()n l;f prcpagand lClflots. 
Two signifionnt incidents were the firing cf five Rl G-2 .anti-Tnnk grenades 
at t·.!o Ontes I;,n 15 :ueocmber F.l.ncl th8 firing of throe r:.unds c·f l-f-12 L.:lw A.t 
the :J.rtillery :;>0siticn, Hill 55, on 19 :JoccTllbcr. 

b. Survoil1:mcc devices "oro emplcyed extensivoly. Ccntinucus sur­
veilln.nce WllS lIlFl.int8.inec1 eVer the <>..pprc .ches to the bridgo at (...i..T 961605) 
A-nc\ Liberty Re I.d N()rth with n.n J.u~/T~ 8-21. (l.'hirteen .w.~/J:'hS-1 units vorl: 
emplvyod on th0 perimeters of fixed ;:lUsitiLns. Tho Sl.'"lF-LlmH SCOJ:·~~ W2.S 

employed, but continual maintenance problems limited usage. Infrared sighting 
devices were employed in a passive role, attempting to locate a reported 
VO infrared device. The Scout/bnipers employed M-49 20X spotting telescopes 
Idth great success. Movement of vc with weapons W.l.S detect·,d in excess of 
1600 meters. 1\u:gets were eng~ged with rifle fire or supporting arms, as 
appropriate, re"ulting in foUl.~ vc l::L~ (CO:.J:J') and ten VC l{IA (PROB). There 
were numerous other sightings of va carrying wee-pO,lS, but range limitations 
of the M-1D and presence of civilians precluded engagement. 

c. '.i!here were no new YO units identhiea ~dthin the :so ttalion 'l'AOR. 
Sev~ral reports of VC movement were received, but no contacts were made. 
Reports of VC intentions to a.ttack Hill 55 ana interdict the MSR were re­
ceived. An inorease in mine inciQents along the ~~ was noted. 

d. 'litll regard to wea.ther, the Northeast lonsoon oor.·Ginu.ed to dominij.te 
the weather during the month of D·::oember. The ma"ior period of r;,;,intall and 
reduced visibility ocourred during the p.;r10d 2' ·to }1 J) cember. T..;a.ffica­
bility of the t~SR, particularly R ute 14, deteriorated markedly. Route 14, 
between L·jberty Road North an!: Liberty Road d" ut;-., was impassible to wheeled 
vehioles for the gl'E;ater P3.l't or t!lC mvnth. C:oss-country mOVEment by foot 
troops was impaired by swollen streams and flooded rice paddies. A complete 
synopsis of the weather for the month is as follows: 

}l&%iDun Temperature - - - - - - - - - - - - - B7 
7 lA k, 
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Nt.mber of days w/less than 5 miles visibility 4 

,l\ierage V::'sibility - - - - 6 miles 
" . 

.i~verage 1,Jind Speed - - - 7 knots'" 

Average Humidity - - - -85 

Number of (i,tyS w/me;'t.surable rainfall - -15 

Total Precipitation - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 22.62'1 

e. VC losses are as follows~ 

(1 ) }:erRon~181 

VC RL~ (CO"H') ; J.~ J. 

VC XL-\. (PRC~3 ) 

vee 

ves 
.r-, 

(2) Equ~pmerit 
" . 

51 

93 

8 

27 

weapons Captured 12 

4. TrainJ.f1-B:. On the job training;,as conauctc;d for all j\OS's, and the 
five Q_y indoctrination period for h81 .• 1y a't'.:ived personnel continu8d. The 
t:;"aining officer att'-mded ."1 one day conference at :;ivision .i:1eadquarte~s on 
19 December. Fourteen rilrines from this command attended a 7 day sniper 
school from 17-23 December, conducted by 9th j:J.arines. A contact team visited 
this commdnd and held a. t,vo day school on the Nan Pack Pers01IDol D{~tector, 
on 28 and 29 December. ~loven l..,;trinos from this command including the 
Traini1g NCO, particip~ted. 

5. ~.cial 0Ee~tions. County gaIT 910035 was held in m SO (3) (A'r 971641) 
on 23-29 l.;':cemb~~r. Three one-dlY COIrrpany (Rein) siz~)d labhit Bunt 
o;Jorations ,,; re conducted in the rtroas of L'':'' be\! (4) !:mc, (5) vic (.AT 957640}-­
CHAU SON vic (AT 950600), and CAM Vil.lJ (1) and (2) vic (AT 9(0598). In ea.ch 
G 1.80 the ar .. a "m,s virtually eordon(~d off by putting blocking forces of 
~djoini14g units, both £rolfJ this b ttd.lion a.nd from neighboring battalions 
along n,-turalmd m:m nmdt terrain fe-'1.turf;s. :Jach opcr~ltion yielded 
excell'l.nt x':sults. The r:}st of "the; t-l.ctivity for this r",;)orting period 
consistod of routine lJ-1Ylight D rt.rch ane D8stroy operations and night patrols 
'cnC: :'1mbuc,hes. 

7 ~~l ~~ c:nd Contr~l. 'fh:, Battalion ~I'J.S c~''-Immded by LtCol iI. ~~. ~\f • 'J.'ON 
tH'f'dughou-t the r':.pox'tmg perl.od ':l.no Nill ,~ned m-G~ct exot.ipt for C10001H 
to 081200H when Co B "as Oi:'COl.l to 2nd Bn, 5th La.rines, from 20'1045H to 
i}lj!:ff mill Co D 'was vi'CuN to 2nd Bn, 1st ',I.~rines, ,;.nc! from 080100H to 

5 QJr.\' •• ~~~~' tC":~.1i) 
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• • 111600H when }rd Pllltoon, Co C was O:PCON to 1st Bn, 1st l"nrines. 1st 
Ba;~talion, 20th Marines rem-'1.ins· .AroON, 3rd i'Je..rine Division and· OJ.'CmT. 1 at 
Marine Division. 

8. CODJ.lJ1!Ul1oations and Electronics. Nothing Significant. 

9. Close Comb8.t. Nothing Slgnific'1nt. 

10. Fire Support and li'ire Support Coordimtion. During December urtilh.ry 
fired on td.rgets of opportunity, fired zones fires on suspected enenw 
positions, fired harassment .::.nd interdiction fires, ana also fired regis­
tration missions. Both of!'ensive a.nd d()fensive on-cF.l.ll fires were utilized 
during tho reporting poriod. 

a. Artill"ry fired 78 missions ag'linst a known entrlY during .I!ccGmber. 
Casualties resulting from artillery fire were reported to be 8 KLio confirmed 
and 34 KIA probable. Confirmed figures might hl\ve boen higher but conditions 
in m~ CP.scs precluded an immecl.i8..to sf,arch of the target area. Surveillanoe 
by FO' s indicated thFl.t lU'tillory WIlS both effect ive'Uld accurate. 

b. Three 81mm ~ortar sections Wero attached to outlying rifle companies 
while the fOurth was kept on Hill 55 in a gencr~l suppprt role. No mortar 
11&1' s were fired during the month of D~oember. 

c. .trtillery and mort~ missions ~d ,mmunition expenditure figures 
for the reporting p,:riod are as follows: 

artillery obs~rv8d fire missions 78 

Artillery ammunition expenditure -
105mm Howitzer -- 1057 
155mm Bo,dtzer 572 
H&I's (105 and 152J..§2.§. 
TOTAL 2525 

81mm mortar conoentr;l.tions fired -- 25 

81mm mortar i~ition expenditure -- 409 

11. Logistics. During t~ds report ing pLriod, the companitls w",re sUPvlied a 
t·ota.l of 226,000 lbs of supplies. These supplies '"mrEi transported 4,50b 
mibs by M54 trucks and 160 milGs by LV.£IP-5s. In a.d<lition to these supplies 
en.ch of the forwp..rd oompi1nies were sup lied at hast one hot mCill ei'\.ch da;y. 

Batt~,lion vehicles tr ·veled 25,266 miles in support of tho batta.lion. 
Developmonts in the oantonment progr:lm include i'l. 100 DlI'lIl c11,'I.pel, two 

tropical huts, three heads, ~d two tent deoks completed during tho month. 
The most signific,mt problem nrea 11,1.8 been lack of 782 geo.r to issue 

to replacements. During the pnst reporting period, the b .ttLlion ha.s 
received 216 repltcements requiring from parthl to completo issue ot 782 
gcflX. Another problem h,1.S been the In.ck of l'epR.ir Pairts for the .M422 
and M274A2. Currently thl) Battr1lion h"'..s 1 Y.t4~2s and 6 M214A2s· dell-dlined 
due to the b.ck 'of .ropJ'tir parts.' (1:ir4IS~.IIl 

12. Air Defense. Nothing Signific~nt. 
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13. Combat Air Support. Air Support wn,s used by this command during 4£ • 
r~porting IX'riod in support of ground unhs. A total of 40 medevl1.Os were 
flQ'Wl'l bringing 46 U. S. casua.l ties and 16 civilhns to immediate medical a.id. 
Of 'the 40 medev8,c missions, 14 were of an energency naturo. One' fixed-
··ing mission W'lS flown in support of this b:~tttlion during the reporting 
puriod, UH-H! gunships were used as inedevac escort and on occassi'6n' as"", 
strike aircraft. 

14. kedical and Dontal. A total of 53 h"l.rine '~IAI s were handled by Medical 
Platoon pl"rsonnol. Battalion Aid Stdion activities consisted of 819 sick 
call visits, 575 irnmuniz::ttions and nn av·.-r 1ge d ily inpatient count of 12. 

19 Vietn:=unoso civili-ms \vere trvttcd It the Battolion AidSt~tion, 
8.nd 742 children and 409 adults ,~cre trlnkd t,"rough W'DC.I.P facilities. 

The Dentnl facility logg:.d 300 tr8F1.tments of L1.rincs and 30 treatments 
of Vietn'1mese civili'l.lls. 

15. Ch~plf1iin and Moral \Jelfare. Protestqnt coverage 1/I.'1.S givun by tho 
BattA.lion Chl1pl:in. Services were held on SundclY mornings "nd ev \mings 
and on i'!cdnesdIlY evenings in the '3'ttt lion CP, on SundE\i)l afternOOns in 
the CoD Cl?, and on weekd, ~ys whon posdble in tho othor line COm;;L\D.Y CP IS • 

.A total of 17 services W,Jr" held, 'lttvnded by 513 Harines. Bible cl>1sses 
wero attended by f.1 totnl of 81 lVl.'U'ines. A three d W Christmas Dible Con­
ferance using the Chinn :Jench RE~?. flcilities wa.s attended by 48 Mn.rines. 

C8.tholic covertge W'-lS given by the Regiment,ll Ch.lplain, 9th .l:qrines. 
Mass W8.S said in the J3 ~ttd.lion CP on Sundl),y mornings and in tho lino com-
pa,ny C}>ts on wC6kdays \~hen possible. ' 

.a new chapel \/18 constructod on Hill 55 and lJi8.8 operable for ChriStllk1.S 
services. 

16. Civil .iufairs. In nccordrmce "lith tho Revolutionary Dovelopment 
program,m agricul turR.l export from Province HeRdquarters assisted the 
f:'lXmers in Bich Bac. On 15 kcombor 1966 n,long with two assistants he 
distribut d 8J:10ng 40 frl.l'mers of Bich Bac, 160 Slll<'111 fruit trees and 40 
Sighty-pound b~gs of f6rt il izer to improve the rico harvest. 

On 8 t 9, 10, 11, 27 F.l.nd 30 D:cember a. lictllchment from 244th Psycholog­
ical \;Jqxfarc Company broadM,sted propag!lOda. from Hill 55 to the surrou.nding 
hrLlnlcts. Such topics ~lS curfew restrictions, inevitability of the· VC 
defe·,tt hopelessness of the VC cause, 'lnd the Chieu lioi appeal were covered. 

In keeping with the Holiday spirit a Christm;.l.s party 'BS given for 
the villagers of Bich B~.c On Christm'ls Day. Catholic Mass was celebrated 
by the Regim8nt.ll Ch<1plain, FlIlrl approximfl.tely 25 villF1.gers attended. After 
l>1B.ss approximately 150 toys ,md several boxes of candy were p'1.sr:ed out d.mong 
the Children. 

County F'1.ir te Son (3) (AT 971647) comnonced on 28 December. A census 
'vas t>tken which registered 140 civilirms in the ht1.l'llet. An a.ddition ,1 20 
civiliqns from noqxby hfj,mlets also Were present. One hundred-fifteen 
villitgers were treated C1.t }1E:OC..:lF and 30 Villagers recElived dent 1.1 tre:J.t11ent. 
Psychoibogical k:lXf::u"8 '1.ctivities conSisted of lectures by the vilhge chids 
H,nd a spc"ker fron the ViEltnnmese Infortll.tion Servico. Between spefl.kers 
Vietn'.L10Se l1lus» WM played. _i.t night for two hours, fUne were shown. 

r;,,;,'~e ~WC'rt': an aSaQrted group of propagC1.nda. movies il~d Walt Disney cCU'toons. 
SmcG the people did not bring food, 5 c:.ses of C-R . tiona, several gallons 
of chicken noodle soup, and 300 pounds of rice were distributed awong tho~ • 
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Before the conslusion ot the Fair, the 8-5 Officer met with the 
village elders and discussed matters of common interest, such as 
securit;y ot ,he hamlet and improved relations between' the pe'ople 
_d '-"e World Forces. The County Fail.' concluded 2~16}OH. 

Juring thamonthj 1160 civilian patients were treated at the 
Medical Civic Action Programs throughout the Battalion. 
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P.UlT IV. SUPPOR'i'nTG DCCUMENTS 

S-l J ourna.l 

S-2 JOUlmal 

8-3 Journal 

, ; OJ)era t ion Plan 2-66 (county Fair), Fr8.g Order 91-66 C1\..) • 

County Fair \-Jrap-Up Report for LE SON (3) (AT 977647) 28-29 December 1966. 
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