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1, DESIGN.TICN.

ItCol, G« C. KLIEFOTH
ItCol. J. £, GOCDIN

_ TuSK (RGANIZATION
B&S Gompany (=) (Rein) Capt., €. M, REGAN

Det, Hqs Bn., 5th Mer Div
Det. Hq. Co., 26th Merines (Radio Relay)

Det. 15th Dent, Co,.,, 9th MiB

ion Ian 6

1-27 July 69
28.31 July 69

1-31 July 69

Company 4 (Rein) 1st Lt, B, i, SIEVENSON 1-31 July 69

Cos 4
Det. H&S Co.

Lo PO Team
. Det, Comm Plt.
) Socte 4, 106mm RR Plt,
. 3rd Squad, 2nd Section, Flame Plt,
Det. Mod. Plt.
S5-2 Scout

FO Toam "4" Btry 1/13
Det. 1lst Plt., Co. 4, 5th Engr. Bn,
Det. 2nd Plt,, Co. &, 5th SP Bn. (HST)

Lompany B _(Rain) 1stlt. J. E. HENNESSEY

Co, B
Doet. H&S Co.

FO Tcam

Det, Comm Plt.

Det. Med. Plt.

8=2 Scout

Sects 3, 106mm RR P1t,

Lth. Squad, - Section 2. Flame PF1t.
FO Team "A" Btry 1/13.
Dat, lst Plt,, Co, &, Sth Engr. Bp,
Det. 2nd Plt., fo. 4, 5th SP Bn, (HST)

1~31 July 69

Companw C {Rein) Capt. H. W. REED
Co, C
Dot. H&S Co,
N 2
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FO Team, Soction, 8lmm Mortars

Det, Comm Plt,

Dete Med. P1t,

S5=2 Scout

Secte 1, 106mm RR Plt,

1st Squad, lat Section, Flame Section

FO Team "A" Biry 1/13.
Det. lst Plt";co. A-’ S.th &grg Bﬂ.
Dete 2nd Plt., Co, 4, 5th SP Bn, (HST)

Company D (Rgin) ' Capte Be Jo LOYD 1-31 July &9 .

Co. D
Dete H&S Co.

FO Team, Section, 8lmm Mortar
Dot, Comm Plt,

Sect. 2, 106mm RR Plt,

2nd Squad, 1lst Section, Flamo Plt,

PO Toam "i¥ Btry 1/13
De’t. 1St Plt., CO- J’t’ 5th Engr. hl
Dot. 2nd Plt., Cos &, 5th SP Bn. (HST)

o glum Mortar Plt, (-) _ 1st Lt, B, Py ARNOIDS-BLTRON 1-31 IREETY
106mn RR Plt, (=) 2nd Lt L, F. NiSON 1-31 Julj £9.
ngn Btry 1/13 (Rein) Capti J. B. CREEL Jr. 1-31 Juzaf_‘éég
my"_Btry 1/11 1st Ite C. i. BELLIS Jr. 131 July 4%
1st Plt, Co &, 5th iétrac Bn, (Rein) 1st Lt. J. T. BLRTEE 1-31 Ju.h.':é‘).:
lst Plte Co L, 5th 4T Bn. (Roin)  2nd L&, Ju M, YRAGER . 1-31 July 69

lst Pite Co 4, 5th Engr, Bn, (-)(Rein) ls% Lt, P, JJSHEA  1-31 July ¥9
1st_Plt; Co i, 5th M! Bn, (Rein)  1st Lt, L. P, MiLINOWSKI 1-31 July 69

lst Pit, Co i, 5th Rocon B, (Rein) 2nd Lt. J. Ci MWNCINI  1-31 July €9
2nd Plte Co i, 5th SP Bn, (-) (Rein) lst Lt. J. B. QUINN 1-31 July 69

lst Pt Co &, 5th TK Bn, (Rein)  1st It, C. 5; CERTLIN  1-31 July 69

1st Clocring Plt, Co D, 5tH Med, Bni Iti R. P. KING 1-31 July 69
@ 1su 1st Lt, W. DOMKE 1-31 July 69

s LilcLiggges
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Exceutlvs Officer

S=-1/idjutant

Agsistont S=1

S=2

S=3

8«34

54

AVERAGE STRENGTH .
_ISie

OFF ENL QFF
62 1703 7

31 July Daﬁang, RVN

Maj. Do B. TOHNSEND
Capt. J. P, WILSON

1st Lt. M. B, GERITY
1st Lt, Ba P. O'CONNCR
Maje. E« Coe OTBYRNE

1st Lt. M. Jo RENT

1st Lt, J. B, SHEL
Gapt. We We MORHE.D Jr.
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PART IT°

MARRATIVE SUMMARY

Operation Bold Pursuit on Barrier Island continued from the combined
helicopter and amphibious assault of 27 June 1969, The Battalion continued
to conduct thorough search and clear migeicns,. As in previous missions
in that area minor enemy contact was encountered, The BLT units searched
for caches, bunkers, information of military-value, and precluded enemy
activity in the area, : S .

On 10 July 1969, BLT 1/26 made a helicopter assault in the southern
portion of Third Battalion, First Marines ACA, Enemy activity encountered
was light, The BLT ran search and clear missions throughout the area,
covering carefully, inhabited areas and suspected routes of enemy movement.

On 20 July 1969 the BLT assumed the defense of 3rd Battalion, First
Marines TAOR, This entailed extensive ambush and patrol activities to
interdict the enamy., Cordon and search activities of several hamlets were
conducted, In addition securdty was provided for all vital bridges and
roadways, The companies were deployed to provide defense of the Danang
vital area and adjacent military installations,
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PART III

LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1, MISSIONS/OPERATIONS.,

gde Major Operations, The Battali.oﬁ' Landing Team paxj'bicipated in two
major operations during this reporting periods

(1) Bold Pursuit: 1-6 July 1969,
(2) Mighty Play: 10-20 July 1969,

b, Command Relations,

(1) The Battalion Landing Team during Operation Bold Pursuit and
Operation Mighty Play was under operational control of CTG
7944, 1-20 July 1969,

(2) M Company, Third Battalltm, Pirst Marines was OpCon to the ELT
from 10 July until 20 July 1969,

(3) From 20 July 1969 undil the end of the reporting period the
Battalion Landing Team was OpCon to 1st Marine Division for
operations with the lst Marine Regiment,

. c, Combat Missions Assigned, ERAR:

XN Y]

(1) Bold Pursuit, Conduct search and clear operations on Barriers .

Island AQA, .

(2) Mighty Play. Conduct search and clear oper~tions in AQA, .

*e
-
L X X )
-

(3) Defense of 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines TACR,

.
-
L]
Gses sowe

(a) Conduct wnilateral, reinforced, and combined offensive
operations within assigned TAOR to locate and destroy
enemy forces and logistic installations with primary e
emphasis on those forces which pose the greatest threat * *-
to GUVN control of important population economic centers
and to the security of military installations,

(b) Deploy forces throughout assigned TACR to provide defense
of Danang vital area and military complex contiguous to
that area; emphasis on routes of approach to probable
rocket/mortar launching positions, to include waterway
control,

{¢) Be prepared to defend vital areas within assigned TAOR.

. (d) Support Revolutionary Development Program within assigned TACR,

6
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f.

el In couperation/coordination with ARVN and district heade
quarters conduct continuous Speeial Pacification Offensive
to uppgrade designated hamlets within TAOR, Be prepared to
continue these operations during tha RVN Pacification and
Reconstructicn Program which commenced February 1969,

() Provide'security for Tu Cau (Cooper) Bridge arranging for
periocdic inspection,

(g) Be prepared to provide Alert/Rapid Rezction Forces on order.
(h) Secure lines of communications within TACR,

(1) Be prepared on order, to provide a Company size reaction
force for the defense of SEA ANCHOR,

(3) Locate and interdiet routes of infiltration in TACR,

(k) Provide security for engineer road sweeps and other engie
neer projects as required,

(1) Be prepared on order to conduct offensive operations ex-
terlor to assigned TAOR,

(m) Be prepared within 24 hours to be relieved of assigned,TAéBE..:
and assume missions of either other Battalion, lit‘Marines,

Command Control,

esee

RIS
(1) During Operaticn Bold Pursuit the BLT rear was embarked aboard °*
the USS Cleveland, The Command Post was cowlocated with the +° &°
Beach Support Area .and the Fire Support Base vic, BT (230509), **

(2) On Operation Mighty Play the BLT rear was aboard the USS Gleve-.'.
land, The Command Post was at the 3/1 cantonment, vic, (BT OAl653

(3) During the defense of 3/1 TLOR, the Command Post was located at
3/1 cantonment, The Battalion rear was off loaded to SLF in-
country camp.at Hill 3L on 19 July 1969.

Se_rPoos swesw

QOrganic Operations,

During the Operation, patruls of squad 4nd platoon size were run

on a daily basis, During the occupation of 3/1 TiOR, the Battalion
conducted 12 scout sniper activities, foriymeight LP/OP!s, one hundred
eighty-six day patrols, and three hundred eleven night ambushes,

NBC Warfare,

CS and HC Smcke were used exensively to clear tumnels ani bunkers,

DECLASSIFIED
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{Operation Bold Pursuit.) Barrier Island has long been used as
a semi-safe haven and supply base for local forces. Its location
is ideal for hit and run operations in the southern pertion of
the DaNang TAR and the eomt¥ol of the ocal population could
have great political influence in and around the city of Hoi An,
The enemy has fortified the area with well comstructed fighting
holes, trenches, bunkers and tummel complexes, which are gon-
erally oriented to repel attacks from the north,

During Operation Bold Pursuit, BLT 1/26 was able to sever the
steady flow of cnemy movement into end off of Barrier Island.
By clearing and sccuring all vital areas in the LQL, the Landing
Force made it impossible for the VC/NVh to stsge in our area
during day or night, By our tactical deployment, VC/NVA commm-
ication and supply routes were made too hazardous for enemy use,

(Operation Mighty Play). The target was located in the south-
sastern portion of Quang Nam Province on the coast, in an area
known as the Horseshoe 4rea. The irea has long been under VC/NVA
control and the enemy has full support of the population. It was
believed that most rocket fire received in the DaNang TAR is
fired from this area. oo

LK ]
LXK ]

L X )

Recent Intclligence Roports indicated approximetely 520 enemy |
troops operating in the AGh from the following unitss the R.§@esee
Lecal Bn, with an estimated strength of 165 of which 165 were....
reportedly within the 4Oi. The 92nd Special hction Sapper Coy & ¢
with 100 men of which 50 were belleved to be within the 4Gk, j.t'n, .
addition to these organized units, a 200 man Guerrilla Fored wgs
believed to be operating within the AQA. e
Upon complotion of Oporaticn Mighty Play, BLT 1/26 had been abla:
$0 halt enemy movement thru the AQ4 into DaNang. By the tactfical,
deployment of the Landing Force, enemy communication end supply,*
rcutes were made too hazarcous for their use.

Encmy staging arcas were severly damaged; 200 bunkers were un-
covered and destroyed, This action denied the VC/NVA the ability
to stage in our arca during day or night for movement thru the
405,
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Eneiny Initiated Incidents/Actions,

On 3 July 1969, Company C received enemy sniper fire, Artillery fire
pon the suspected enemy position resulted in mine VC KIA!s, the lare
Best number of cnemy KIA during the reporting peribd,.

¢, Enemy Losses,

(1) L8 VC/NVA XIA (L) TWC-15
(2) 5 POW!'s (5) ©Swe-) (RPG Launcher)
(3) 1400 1bs, of rice, 50 1bs, of (6) 33 Detainees

salt, munitions, clothing,

782 gear,

dy Enemy Trends,

During this reporting pericd, the cnemy's tactical trends have varied
somewhat in relation to previous reporting periods in that therc has
been a significant increase in the use of booby traps and also a larger
variety of types of booby traps., The use of land mines by the enemy
was greater during this reporting period than previously encountered,

ee Weather Conditions,

. Ihe wcather has had little effect on enemy or fricndly movement through-..
out the area of operation this month. The maximum temperature for the . ¢
month of July was 106 degrees and the low was 68 degrees, The total
amount of rainfall for the month was 1,21 inches in the DaNang area. :'...:,

3. SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGN'FICANT EVENTS, (A1l grids prefixed by BI), - :'"i".

a, 010001 to 01200 July 1969,

(1) 010730 July 1969, Due to faulty 60mm round, three (3) Marines
from B Company were woundcd,

[
.

.

oo saey

(2) 011515 July 1°69. D Company Second Platoon, found and ‘des-tmye@‘. :
a bunker at grid 21148lL, e

(3) 011930 July 1769, Third Squad, First Platoon, C Company spotted
six to eight enemy at grid 210740, Fired tanks and swept with
negotive results,

(L) 012010 July 1969, Sccond Squad, Second Platoon, D Company spot-
ted seven encmy at grid 216480, Fired small arms, resulting in
two VC KIA's,

(5) 012130 July 1969. Thrid Squad, Sccond Platoon, D Company -spobted
two encry at grid 215485, Fired small arms killing one VC.

. b, 021850 July 1969, 4 Compony found 76 bunkers,-78 hooches, two 105
rounds, two 8-inch H,E, reunds, cne lQ6mm H.E, round, and punji pits

All were destroyed, ~
_9 [P
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030001 to 032400 July 1959,

1)\ 030700 July 1989, C Ccmpany received cnemy sniper fire from srid
v 208461,  frtillery wos fircd, resulting in nine VC KIA's,

(2) Second Squal, Scecnd Pleve m, 4 vhorpany reecived 20 to 30 Melb. .
rounds from grid 222303, Artillery was fired, bub a sweep showed
negative results, Con

(3) 031000 July 1969, First Platcon, C Company fornd bunker and tune
ncl eomplex 2t o rid 207473 whiceh yicldcd cne (1) VC KIA and three
(3) pous.,

(L) 031330 July 1969. Sweep of .rid 230490 resulted in three hundreq
pounds of rice, fifty pounds of salt, two (2) U,S, claymcres, cne
(1) M-1 rifle, cne (1) M-26 grenade, anl varicus medical sup;lies,

(5) 031830 July 1969, C Comany cbserved fiftcen to twenty-five en-
emy with rifles at .rid 19964, Fired artillery, killing nine (%)
ETIEMY . '

(6} 032007 July 1969, Third Platoun, 4 Company spotted six (6) enemy
at grid 173492, Artillery preduced nesntive results,

. (7) 032345 July 1909, ‘hird Tlascen, 4 Compeny reccived an incoming e s
RPG, TFircd small -rms which killed two (2) Wi, LD

) .

de OLOOOL to OL2LD0 July 1$09, i

(1) QL0757 July 1969. Third Squa’, Sccond Platocn, h Company receiveéd,s «
2Q rounds 4K=L47 firc, Cnolled 8lmm fire with negative results,

(2) 0LOBSS July 1969. Second Squad, First Tlatoon, 4 Gompa.n& tripe ;
ped a bocbytrsp believed to be 105mm round, Medevee was Gomplebeds, o

(3) 041200 July 1969, Third Platoon, Company A cbserved two (2) e "
enemy at grid 183502 and five (55 enemy at grid 183499, Artile » e’
lery fired with negative results., .

(4) 0L1LOO July 1969, Third Platoon, Company 4 received 10 to 15
rounds of small arms fire from grid 18449Li, Returned fire with
=% small arms and 60mm mortars with ncgative results,

(5) 0L1925 July 1969, Third Squad, Second Platocn, D Company engaged
20 enemy at grid 215487. Sweep yielded negative results,

(b)) 0h19Lo July 1969, Third Platocn,‘ C Company received 75 rounds
of AK-L7 fire at grid 204477, Artillery produced negative results.

o | 10
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" (7) ohiLh3 July 1969, Third Platoon, & Company spotted ten (10)
~enemy carrying RrG's, Artillery produced a secondary explosion,

" 042130 July 1969. C Company received cight (8) incoming 82mm
rounds frecm BT 222461, Lrtillery end Spooky produced a secw
ondary explosicn,

ee 050001 to 052400H July 1969,

(1) 050615 July 1969, Third Squad, Second Platoon, 4 Company spotted
five (5) enemy at BT 216512, Small arms fire gave negative
results. ‘

(2) 050930 July 1969, C Ccmpany spotted fifteen to twenty encmy at
ET 230457, hrtillery produced nepative results,

(3) 051645 July 1969+ C Company found satchel charge at BT  203477.
Blown in place, .

(L) 051700 July 1969. Third Platoon, C Company received thirty AK-47
rounds. 60mm mortar fire yilelded negative results,

f. 061200 July 1969, Tactical withdrawal of all units completed,

. ge 070001 to 092400 July 1969, During this period ail troops were aboard: A
ARG Shipping, Training schedules and administrative work were conductedyse’
h, 100001 to 102,.L00 July 1969. Enno:o

(1) 100710 July 1969, Third Platoon, M Company obscrved two (2) VC ORI
~ in treeline at B¥ 092650, Fired artillery with unknown results,, ,,.
(2) 100820 July 1959, Third Platoon, M Company obscrved 84X to elght’ee’
enery in treeline and took three aKe47 roumls from BT 098640«  «ee
Fired artillery with unknown results, ¢

(3) 101705 July 1969, L Corpsman from D Company tripped a boobytrap;f.e.d..:
CHICOM at BT 077626.

(L) 101705 July 1965. First Platoon, D Company spotted ten to fifteen
enemy mcving south at BY " 077625, Pired small arms and Me26's,
Sweep yielded ten VC KIA's,

f5) 101730 Julg:rl969. First Platoon, D Compzny found three (3) booby-
trops at ' 071648, Blown in place,

() 102200 July 1969, A Company ot grid 069638 found forty bunkers,
sixty-five structures, one (1) 60mm dud, cne (1) mine, tools and
recessories, one (1) M=16 upper receiver, 300 pounds of rice s

. two (2) 105mm EE duds, three (3} boobytrap detonating devices,
one (1) LiaW, ond 20 AK-U7 rounds which were all destroyed, Docw
uments and twe (2) debainees were taken to S~2,

1l
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(2)

(3)
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. 102040 July 1969, First Squad, Third Flatoon, D Company cone

tactcd two (2) enemy, Swecp yielded one (1) VC KIA, two (2)
CHICM's, and one (1) poncho,

110001 to 112400 July 196¢.

111933 July 1969, Third PL.to:n, & Cimpany spotted approximately
eight eneny at BT 075683 Fired small arms with negative results.

112000 July 196%, First ©latoon, € Compeny blew in place a booby
trapped M-26,

112050 July 19¢9, D Company blew in place fiftcen boob; traps.

jo 120001 to 122400 July 1969,

(1)

(2)
(3)

@ (W)

(5)

16)

120200 July 1969, Sccond Squad, First Platccn, U Company tripped
a bouby trapuct M=20,

120750 July 1959, M Company blew in place six CHICOMs at BT 096674,

120800 July 1965, D Cuaspeny found four (4) bunk:- s and one (1)
SKS at grid 0765627,

120825 July 1969, M Ccmpany blew in place sixtecn CHICOMS at R
grid 09767k also a bucby trapped Me-26,

12051;5 July 1969, M Company found cne (1) M-27 4llum. and two ....:.
: CHICOME, S
121215 July 1965, D Comsany, First Platcon had two (2) Marines .° 3°3
weunded dn 2 bouby tra ped spider hele, Killed two NVA KIA in holes o
123:220 July 1969, M Cumsany fornd eicht (8) CHICOMs, ."°.E

®)

()

121315 July 1965, First Platoon, D Compony fornd a bhunker and E .
killed two (2) NVL a% gricd 083622,

121630 July 1969, First Platoon, & Compeny spotted three (3) en-

‘emy nt rrid 006634, Fired small arms with necative rcsultse

. 130001 to 132L00 Juvly 1969,

130830 July 1969, D Company found one (1) V€ KIA in blown bunker
ot prid 075637,

: 13*54;‘2?:» July 1969, First Plato.n, A Company had two (2) emergency
cmedovacs Jue to & booby trapped M=26 ot grid 060630,

) 132009 July 1969, First Platoun, A Company hi a bocby trapped M26

at grid 060630, resultins in two (2) WIA's anl cne (1) wounded Aoge-
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(6)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(k)

. | (5)

3Ty s Chlg——— - . - - - - -

131100 July 1969, Pirst and Becond Platoons, C Company blew 4n
slace four boohy treps on sweep at prid 094633,

132154 July 1569, First “latoin, 4 Comreny spotted four (L)
enemy moving ~t grid 072625, Small arms and claymcres believed
to have wounded <nc enemy,

132200 July 1969, D Ccmuany arhush exchanged fire with three ene
eny, Necoative results,

1. 1L000L to 142400 July 1569,

140830 July 1969, First Pletoon, 3 Company found cne (1) 106mm
round bochy trapped, L
140950 July 1969. Second Platoon, 4 Company found eight (8)
fortified hooches, fourteen bunkers, 200 pounds cf rice, two (2)
pumji pits, ~nd five (5) 105mm K.E. rounds,

11631 July 1969. D Campany found seven (7) bunkers and assorted
ordnance,

141855 July 1969, Second Flatoon, D Company tripped two (2)
bocby traps resulting in 11 wounded Marines,

142330 July 1969, 3 Company sirhted cne (1) enemy. Artillery . ,°e,

and small arms fire, Sweep yielded blood trails, “etes
m. 150001 to 152400 July 19G§,
(1) 150730 July 1969, D Company found asscried Cocuments, ' .._:":
(2) 150990 July 1969, C Comvany patrol found two hundred pounds of 3 §°%
- rice and 2 booby trazped M-20, L% .
S (3) 151100 July 1969, Third Dlatowun, € Company observed five to swﬁ;{ .
_ Snemys Mortar fire produced negative results, R A
(LY 151010 July 1969. Second Ilotoon, D Company tripped two. (2) "
bocby traps, AN
(5) 151930 July 1969, Second DPlitoun, A Cumpany found two (2) prew-
sure detunated 105mm H,E. bocby traps, '
(6Y 122240 July 1965, D Company found five (5) bunkers, four (L)

voony trapped Me26's, two (2) 8lmm HJI ., one (1) 105mm H,E,, and
sores (3) banpolore tornedoes,

n, 160291 4o 1624420 July 1969,

® 0

N

160730 July 1969. 3B Com.any blew in place cne (1) anti-tank
wine and vne (1) antd-personnel mine.

13 URCLASSIEED,
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161250 July 1969, First Platcon, M Comsany sootted three (3)
enemy at grid 252663, ﬁne 1) VC was cm)turcd.

T 261400 July 1965, Fivet qutan, c cqmnnny found three (3)
bunkers containin: two (2) MQEO'S, 'bhrce (3) CHICQs, and a
notehock,

(L) 161400 July 1569, First Platoen, & Ceapany found a notebock with
nomes of VO sympathizers. Eirht (8) suspicts were apprehended.

0o 170001 to 172407 July 1569,

(1) 170630 July 156¢, Naticnel “olice ajprchended three (3) Vietnaw
mese woman with faulty ID cards,

(2) 179945 July 1909, Third “latcon, M Cempany blew in plsce a booby
trapped M=79 round,

(3) 171290 July 1969, Seccnd Tlotown found a bunker with five (5) '
¥C and wiscellancous equipment, Five (5) VC XIi's resulted from
M-261s,

(4) 171430 July 1565, M Company found a 105wm roond booby trap, Blown

in places
L X J

’ (5) 171545 July 1969, Third Sauad, Second ’'latoon, 4 Company made *eleet
contact with three (3) cnenmy at rrid 061635. L sweed madds with .

negative results, :Ooooo

'py 180001 to 182470 July 1549, ..":

(1) 180922 July 1¢5%, Third islatoen, C Ceompany triped a bocby trappga E'E

© 60mm round, ot

' i oM :

(2) 181200 July 19.9, 3 Company fornd 500530 pounds of rice 1nd oo

' four (L) VC bedies, Destriyed rice, W

. (3) 181200 July 1969, PMirst Squad, First Zlotoon, M Cempany found
seventcen VCS with faulty ID cards,

()4) 123350 July 1969, Third Platocn, M Comsany found a booby trap
cuausisting of ten (12) CHICOMs in 2 san trap, Blown in places

‘ N

(5) a8 " 30 July 1969, PFirst Mlatocn, M Corany found bucby trapped

AL 19200 o w2420 July 1969,

! 19'11,, ¢ July 1969, First Ulato n, M Comprny found one (1) female
vl osix (6) dcbunees at rrid 254665,

(M3 19i510 July 1369, 3 Campany patrol found ond blew two (2) antie

personnel mines, n RN
1, UHCLASGRED)
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(3) 192033 July 1969. B Comyzm,,r took smn.ll arms and rrenades from &

grid. 081;62@.« netmmd sm~l) arms and O0mm mortar fire with nege-~
tive reSul%a. :

23001 to 2321;,33 July 19 vf Nothing 8i§tn1ficant..
L, 210001 to 212420 July 1669,

(1) 21430 July 1966, Popular Forecs fctmd y bunker containing five
(5) VCS at . rid J53057. Dunker was dcstroyeds

(2) 212025 July 1969, First Squad, Sceond Flatoon, A Company spotted
thrce (3) indicencus personncl at grid 071650, Fired 60mm mortars
with negative re:ml‘as,

t. 220001 to 22240 July 1565,

{1) 222315 July 1509, Seccad Squad, First Platcen, D Company spotted
three to fomr enemy at BT 084685, Fired sm~ll ~rms fire and gren-
ades with nep idive results.

(2) 222835 duly 1569, Thirl Matecn, & Company found 85 AK-U7 rounds,

. (3) 221220 July 1959, Scecnd Platoun, B Coupany tripped a booby trap
while on pntrcl, No injuries resulteq, '

(L) 22132) July 1959, B Company found o SFD believed to be an 8imm
round,

(5) 222337 July 1949, Rat patrol hit 2 lonl mine believed to be en
8lmn mertar rovnd. Tarce (3) Mﬂ.rmes WILs were medevaced,

u. 232201 to 232430 July 19%9.

(1) 230120 July 145, First Platoon, i Coupony reccived three (3)
1ncu11n 125mu rounds from unknown Souree...

(2% 230545 July 1%5. Rat Patrol reccived sniper fire., Returned fifetes®
wonnding 1 Vietnamese woman. s

L]
LA R A XN ]

(3) o2 LM July 1506y [ buliadozer operater was wounded in the leg bé....

srafi nrms axupe‘r fire from grid 073658, <.

PR P ST 5 July };/\ 9 “Sccond Jlatown, & Company received three to feﬁrf':
-t irom a Regiohal Po¥ce at BT. J"—'léb/. Contacted Recional *° °
s nd ot 2 eccase fire, oen, 3

. Ty PN oy 1569,  Third Squad, F:.rst Platoun 3 Company spottedige °,
crowe tnon spider hole ad grid 084C3L. Throw M-25's and swept ¢ ‘..‘
1m% . o NVAKIA, one SKS, four CHICGMs, nd mispedlancovss azemm—

v e
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(6)

(1)

S ke

231715 July 1%69, Secend rlatocn, 4 Cumwuny was lc'! by children

to a bochy trap "t srid 0500666, Destroyed in nldces

232115 July 1SuYy Lot Patrol hit o land mine at :rid 265655, Nem
ploced vernclc 'sn contmuc.u )atrul.

240001 to 24240) July l>u9-

241120 July 1509, L CCM)n;y Lir, ITT, and NFF? combleted cordon
and search of Nyon Can (2) resulting in the detection of six VCS anc
destruction of eight bunkers.

2L1LL5 July 1969, Firet Squad, Third Platocn, 3 Comjany received
fire from LOW cnemy from srid J7U638, Returned small arms fire
and swest resultin; in ¢ne VNA KIA and one 'Marine WIA.

242010 July 1109, ™" Tower spotted ®ix ememy at BT 073654 and
81X enemy at 275658, uL(CiVCJ small arms fire and returned 81mm
nerter fire, Nesative resulis,

2l22k5 July 19.9, First Squad, Scecond 2lntoon, B Company made cone
tact with mipe  enemy at prid 29267he. Teceived two CHICOMs re-
sulting in one Wik, Fired artillery wiith negative results,

25391 to 252420 July 15C9.

(1)

(2)

250930 July 19(9, TVictnamese boy turned in ons M-26 and a carte.
ridge belt,

251800 July 1979, Vietnamese boy turned in one 60mm illumination
round.,

260071 to 262400 July 159,

(1)

(2)

Vv 272000 July 1909,

g nodevacod,

261105 July 19¢9. Two Vietnomese chiliren turncd in two 81 mortar
rounds,

261320 July 1569, Two Vietnamese bous turned in two £0nm illuminé-.
tion rounds,

251345 July 1509, Sccond “lntuun, B Company found medical rear--°:-
51 houpe. Also received snijer fire,

202130 July 159« B Compeny aid 1320 $ VN for two 105mm rounds,, os
. lmm round, one 6Cmm round. .All blown in place,

?*i?’} July 1969, Vietnamese boys turned in one MelH magdging eee
Yoo« ' ome Me79 round, four 60mm illuninetion rounds. "o

2ines Joly 1909, 4 Vietnamese woman tricped a bochytrap and

Y UL b0,
Ly
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(2) 271150 July 1569, Tictnamese boy received 530 $ VN for one 60mm

illuninaticn round,
X

) 7130 duly 1565,

(}h‘) 271845 July 150G,
3)0 $ Vi,

round and paid

Two Vietnamese boys paid €00 $ V¥ for M=26,

Viectnamese boy turned in one 60mm illuminstion

z, 280001 to 282UJ) July 1949,

(1) 282415 July 1909, AYN Headquarters at Tower 1 took aboub pour
ineoming mertar rounds in

(2) 2820730 July 1909, Twc Vietnamese children brought in 30 caliber
linked to L Campany and led them to other assorted ordnance,

(3) 201225 July 1909, Victnamcse bey turned in one 60mm 311limination
round,

(b) 281325 July 1509, 4 Comyeny, First Platocn, Third Squad trinpped
o bhoshy trapped M=25,

(5) 281LJ0 July 1¢¢%. Two Vietnamese boys turned in two 60mm H.E.

. rounds,

(C) 281838 July 109, € Cunpany, Third Platoun, First Squad s; )otteu
four VC washing clothes on river,

f?) 281920 July 1559, Vietnomese boy browsht in an clec vrically dem

.. bonated WG round,

{8) 282125 July 1509, Thir. 8qucd, Second Platoen, D Company received

two M=79 rounds while in NDP,

ans 250001 to 292L2J July 1969,
(1) 291255 July 1909, 1532 $ VN paid cut for varizus amuumition turne
ed in. .o
/(2) 292125 July 1559, Third Squau, First Tla=tocn, C Company found &
posgible fording plece at prid Jhols, teeese
b, 320001 to 302420 July 1549, B

{20 =riD00 July 1909, First Il-tccn, B Company found cne female with® $°3

me.1cnl supplies, Turnel over to ITT. *es” o

(e} 271215 July 1579, Vietnmmese boy turmed in part of a LAAW found ~*"e,:

. at ;rid 235650, O
(2] *

(3) 301220 July 1509, Third Squad, Sceond Flatoin, 4 Company found 2 °°

sign with Vietnamese writing

and turned it intc S-~2,

17
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(4) 321520 July 19¢$, 4n amtrac hit

5 vlan\cl‘mine at grid -:)636&3.

332010 July 196, Second Squad, First Platoony B Company received
one incowming CHICOM, S8weep was negutive,

(C) 302200 July 1909, L proxim-tely twenty-five Vietnamese ajproached
srid 033CLY with 2 xflemmncse who had been wounded by mertar fire,
They were medevaced,

312001 to 312400 July 1509,

(1) 311045 July 1, Se Iirst Squac, Third Platcun, & Comeny fornd a
bouby tragied 105mm round., 2¢lwn in Dlace,

(2) 311530 July 1079, B Comrany aporehended & Vietnomese woman with
a faulty ID cord,

(3) 311530 July 15§, £4 Comany, Second Pletocn paid )Y $ VN for two
8lmm H,E, rounds,

(L) 312320 July 1679, Third Squad, First Platoc n, B Compeny received
12 5)mm rounds from srid %863& Returned 6dmm and 8lmm mortar
fire, OSweep was ne otive. -

(5) 312215 July 19¢9, The 3kLth 47YN took three incoming gredneds. Fired
mortars with nerative results,

IRTILLLRY .

During Operaticn's Bold Qursuit and Michty Dlay "4t 1413 was in direct
support of BLT 1/26 with "W 1/11 ;roviding reinforcing fires when as-
signed by "A" 1/13, On 20 July "L " 1/13 and W 1/11 went under cperw
ational contrcl of 1/11ls TFor the remainder of the month "A" 1/13 cone
tinued to fire in support of 3LT 1/20 activitiecs; however "W 1/11 was
moved 0 a new batte y position and was not able to furnish support,
General Surport was utilized only twice during the month of July, both . :
times supplied by "A' 1/13, The following are the different types of “etee
fires employed: targets of mgortunlty, contact missions, ;reparatcry, .,
and withdrowal fires, harassing and interdicting fires, intelligence :°°**°**
targots, ond counter-mort~r fires, During July "AM 1/13 fired a total sose
of 21% missicns and 5937 rownds, "W' 1/11 fired 24,8 missions and 2805¢

..
rounds, . oo
L ] » @
[ ] e o
AT AT o .

N “_I v\. LTl

Bt i st . 0 [ ]
L XX L]
» o
Duving Operation Bold Pursuit, Neval Gunfire was used to the maximum, i
Pre; parae Ty fires, withdrawal fires, intclligence t~rgets, harassing 3, °,
s L
cad ivtercicting fires, ond contact illuminat on missicns were fired. o "ee

5t single achievement gained through the use of Na.val Gun=-
ire s the utlllv"‘tlﬁn of :.t’s fires for the-«
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and tunnel complexes., On Operation Mighty Play the BLT employed Naval
Gunfire initially for harassing and interdicting fires, however the
campactness of the AQ restricted itts further use, During the month of
Lulp Navel Gunfire fired a totel of 5372 rounds,

8lrm Mortar Platoont

On Operation Scld Pursult and Mishty Clay, the Slmm Mortar Matoon was
located with the DLT 1/26 CP and provided reififorcing fires when

6ver required, . On 20 July, when DLT 1/26 went OpCon to the 1lst
Marines, the 0lmm mortar platoon was divided in order to gzive maximum
support to activities, Two seétions ("W-2") were located in the north-
eastern sector of cur L0, while the other two sections (¥W«i") remained
at the Dn CP, 3Both units provided their own fire direction center and
served in direct support for the remainder of July., Desides contact
missions, they fired harassing and interdicting fires, preparatory and
withdrawal fires, contact illumination missions, mine and boobytrap
clearing missions ond one counter-mortar mission, 4 total of 347 mis-
sions and LL32 rownds were fired during the month of July,

o ONHEL
a. Combat Losses
WLk OFF  INL
Ryac D
Minor 9 19
K16 2 6
MIA 3 0
‘ba HonsCombat Losses
--Injured OFF EJL
" Bvac D T
" Minor 8] 9] .
Killed J p .
c. WIL's .icturned to Duty -~ Twenty-three )
e 4R Trivs - 12 .
o Dorionnci o tated 0C3 = 5 OFF = 70 ENL
f, DRepirrenents Roceived - 5 OFF ~ $6 ENL

19 ENCLOSURE (1)
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a, rersonnel lecounting

oﬂ 19 July 1969, the Dattalion Sl along with 21l company/batiery
inistrative sections and suynly elements for the Dattalion off-
’S}) d at Danang RVN, The administrative rear W88 1located at the
LF in-country camp on Hill 34, The S-1 is experiencing some minor
problems generated by the physical separation of the Command Group and
Staff Sections from the administrative sections., These problems con~
cern themselves with delays in decisions due to slow cammunication and
time lost due to transportation of guard mail,

b Awards

l.Silver Star
1-Naval Comm
1l-Purple Heart

c. iromoticns

o L to First Licutenant
B 1 to Master Sergeant
:. . L to Staff Sergeant

1 to Corporal

3 to Lance Corporzl

1 to Zrivate First Class

d. Sienificant Events

" Ifcutenant Colonel G, €, KLITFOTH was relieved by Licutenant Colonel
J, C, GOODIN as Commanding Officer in the Change of Command ceremonies
on 28 July 1969,

7. IOGISTICS.

(1) During Operation Mighty Ilay (12-20 July 69), the DLT operating .
“stecks remained on ARG Shipping and only class II items were drawne®®*’’
from this source daily, Two days of supply in elasses I, ITI, and eee°,

=¥ were maintained in the BS4 (1Z 423) having been requisitioned and,,*

~ trucked from FIC and ASP-2, Operational units were resupplied by .
e tpylisepter, amtracs, and trucks, :

a, Supply/Resupply.

»
*
(L X ]

(23 0n 20 ouiy 1569, the operating stocks were off=loaded to Hill 34 oo,
and the same system prevails to date with the following exceptions: ¢

e*oee S0

. (=, "uc awount of supplies in the BSL was increased and tailored * ‘oo
to wcet demands

20
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Amtracs and trucks meet the majority of the transportation
requiremént, Shortages or‘@g_gantial equipment did not overly
effect wperational capabilities and no outstanding problems

occurred..

Lo bﬂ%’cer. :
. (1) Supply and resupply of all food and water consumed in the field

during "Mighty Play" came from the DSA, and the majority was helos
lifted,

(2) Since the termination of that operation, the resupply of food has
been augmented by messhalls in the rear and forward CP's, onc (1)
company size field mess, and an acdjacent units messh2ll., With a
few exceptions, all units are receiving at least ome (1) "AM ration
per day. The resupply of water has decentralized from the exclu-
sive use of the DAS to many treated water sources, No other food/
water sources have been utilized,

Maintenance,

(1) 1st FSR provided this OLT with maintenance/repair support, Equip-
ment on deadline for third and fourth eshelon repair was repaired
or replaced by float maintenance within a reasonable time. The
DLT remained in a state of C-1 operational readiness throughout
the operation,

Camp Facilities Development, During this month, the BLT has had person=

nel living in five (5) permanent or semiepermanent camps and has continued
to maintain and improve camp facilities within its capability with no
outstanding developments worthy of specific comment,

2,

During this period, 1st Dn., 26th Marines concucted operations ey
Danang TAOR and assumed temporary responsibility for 3rd 3n., 1st Mirines
40. Operation Mighty Play was conducted during this time also. Several,,

hundred people were moved from the area to a temporary site where coné & ¢

. struction had bezan on a new resettlement village, In the initial movd®*’

239 civiiians were relocated. The S-5 Section provided temzorary shelber:.
for tbe pecple, 1lst Dn., 26th Marines has been supplying 25 cascs of*
Ceration: por day to supplement rice from Distriet sourdes, At the ,.°*°2°,
present: “ine an estimated 55J people are mow located at the resettle~’se® *
ment ito, ™is increased amount is a result of the execution of the ¢ ses
Plared mueownd of civilians to provide greater security for the combgtpe ¢
basc. The reaoval and relccation of the civilians has improved the
tacticii security of the compound and taken away area used for VC ter~‘‘.
rorist ~otovitlies, Lt the resettlement site, tactical wire has been | |
provided iy whe Lottalion to complete the security for the village, :°, @
Close Li.ison “etween RF and Marine units have also helped tighten thé °°
gecurity around the site by inoreasing patrols and ambushes. Several

DECLASSIFIED
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\@@n and search opcraticns have also been accomplished during the

&%% These operations have shown some success at eliminating VC

. “@@k roviding closer contact between the 'aopulwtion anc‘. the GVN. Future
st ations of this type have been planned o ; -

b. The projects underway have been aided preatly by 1st Dn., 26th Marines,
The food shortage at the New Life Villase has been eliminated due to
help from S-h, S« hos also provided the major portion of the stakes,
conscertina, and wire needed for completing of tactical wire arcund the
new village, Work has progressed slowly but many problems have been
solved paving the way for fester progress in the future.

9. NEW TECHNIQUES.
Not applicable to this reporting perdod.
10, TRLINING,

a, A total of twenty-eight (28) newly joined persomnel attended indoctrinaw
tion class.

. b, 4 total of seven (7) personnel attended formal schools as follows:
(1) oOfficers Career Planning Cource - 1 - Camp Hansen, Ckinawa.
(2) Enlisted Embarkation = 1 - Camp Hansen, Okinawa,
(3) NCO Leadership School - k4 - Camp Hansen, Okinawe.
(4) Dasic Ammo Tech, Course - 1 = Camp Hauge, Okinowa,
¢, The above is in alditicn to the weekly training schedule which is being
~ conducted on ccmp"ny level. One (1) treining handout was distributed tc

the companics,

11, COMMUNICATION. R

a. 1-6 July - Operaticn Bold Pursuit, Communications were maintained be-s . o,
tween sicments of 1/26 ashore and ARG Shipping on the SLF Tac Net., This
circui: was covered utilizing o Command LVT and KY-3, Normal BLT Radig**:‘.
circuite were activated and remained in effect for the entire operatiords.® *
Corm Gux-2 was maintained on the USS Cleveland with regulated courler |
rovs Teow. =hin to shore. Dackload was accomplished on 6 July utilize
ing “LP 1. -1 BLT Tac Loge

(X 2 ]

=20 Ty - G cration Mighty Jlay., OCommunication was established with
. SLF A ¢ "~ 300 TAC Net. Comm Guard remained on the USS Cleveland.

o =

On 19 vuly the rear Communication elements were woved from the USS Iwo
Jima and the USS Cleveland to Hill 34. Comm Guard was shifted to 1lst
Tonk I'n, and cour;er runs were originated from

22
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At 200800H OpCon was changed to lst Marines Regiment, lst
faripe Division , and a covered radio circuit was activated between lst
es Regiment and the forward CF of 1/26, From 20-30 July normal

lion communications were maintained to tie elements of 1/26 rear

on Hill 34 with 1/26 CP forward, Comm Cuard remained with lst Tank
Bn.

b. Radic Relay, From 10-30 July a hot line between 1/26 forwsrd CP and
15t Marines Regiment was maintained utilizing a 1st Marines Regiment
Radio Relay Circuit, No camponent Radio Relay equipment of 1/26 was
utilized.

¢, Wire, Internal wire communication was maintained during Operation Bold
Tursuit and Operation Mighty Play, From 10-30 July a common user line
was tagped utilizing the 3/1 switchboard.

de Maintenance/Supplys. A small forward Tech Shop was sct up ashore during
Operation Bold Purswit, Due to lack of time, radios were not peaked
prior to Operation Mighty I ”la.y. In turn, some PRC/25 downage was ex-
perienced, At one time 20 PRC-25's were under repair. FSR was not
able to IX items ~s needed, This problem was eliminated by sending a
technician team to all companies and performing on the spot alignment,
. No supnly problems were encountereds

e. Significant Events, None.

12, MEDICAL/DENTAL SUFPORT.

a, HMediecal,

(1) Location of the BAS: 1 July 1969 to 18 July 1969 - USS Iwo Jima
(LFH~2), 19 July 1969 to 31-July 1969 - Kill 3k..

(2) Number of Doctors/Corpsmen: 1 Dental Officer
2 Doctors from 1 July 1969 te

16 July 1969: 1 Doctor from 16 July
1969 to 31 July 1969, 63 Corpsmen ¢ : :

and 1 Dental Tech, Y

(3) C,*..=ualﬁies/1njuries Treated: ..

(=) Combate 57 B

{(hY WomCombat: 318 ::.E'é

. (1) ‘I;w \MOi')i)ent‘_.l clinic: 1 July 1569 to 31 July 1969 = USS Iwo

(2) Number of personnel treated: 123 patient

23
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¢. Significant Bventg, None,

13, RELIGIOUS AC TIVITIES.

agd@rsonnel: Lt, ¥, 4, WILL U.S.N. Chaplain
- PFC T, V, WILSCN Chaplain's Assistant,

-

be Beligious Activitieg,

(1) Services,

(a) Regular: 17 Services, 631 attended,
(b) Memorial: 2 Services, 50l attended,
(e) Communions: 29,
(2) Visits.
(=) Brig: 1 visit, 7 prisoners visited,
(b) Hospital: 13 visits, 67 patients scen.
. | (3) Counselling, ‘
(a) .Pre-morgtal: 1
(b) Mardtal: 1
(c) Perscnal: 52
(&) Religicus: 8
(L) Significant Events,
(a) 5 lctters of cdndolence". '

(b) 1L letters to parents of servicemen,

o
[ 2 ] [
[ L ]
(X RN J

(c) 3 letters of achnowledcement for goods Toceived for trocp « o

distribution, :
(2) Distributed three thousand paperback books,

T (=Y Served as acting Special Service Officer for the month,

P

b evonnno I IED
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SECRET - NOFORN

From: Commander, BLT 126
Tot comnnder, Task Grovp 79.4

Subjs Combat After Action Report, Operation Mighty Play

Ref: {3) CIG 79.k Operation FPlan I1204-(YR)
(b) BLT 1/26 Operction Plan 120-(YR)

Enel: (1) BLT 1/26 Combat After Lol'on Beport, Operation Mighty Play N
2) Oporation Overlay, Operation Mighty Play é?

1. Inh accordanee with reference (a) the following Combat After Action Report

is herchy submitted,

o ¥, 6. GOODIN o
Licutenant Colonel, U, S, Marine Corps B

Cemmanding N

DISTRIBUTION: ¥
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COMBLT AFTER ACTION REPORT, MIGHTY PLAY

1.
2,

3.

h,

Se

NAME OF OPERATION, MICHTY PLAY.,

THCLUSY DATES A'D LOCATION OF OPERATION, Operation Mighty Play 100900H
July 1969 to July 19869, HMap references: Vietnam 1:50,000 AMS,
Series L701l, Shcets G640 I and 66LO IV, The assigned Amphibious Operation
Area was in the southemst corner of Quang Wam Province from the South China
Sca at BT 113654, to BT 066620, to BT 063620, to east bank Song Vinh Diem
at BT 057618, then north alcng east bank of Song Vinh Diem, to BT 058636
cast ;%o? trail to BT 073648, to BT 083656 and to the South China Sea at
BT 099675.

COMUUND HELDQUARTERS, Coammander Task Group 79.U4 embarked aboard SLF/ARG

L1fa shipning, Commender Battalion Landing Team 1/26 embarked aboard
USS Cleveland while afloat, Command Post ashope vic, BT 073657, BLT
1/26 OpCon to CTG 79,4,

TASK ORGANIZATION.

ae Task Group 79.4 Col, W. C, DOTY
* BLT 1/26 LtCol. G, C. KLIEFOIH
M 265 LtCol, R. L. GRAY Jr.

b. Referehce (b).
Ii\ITELLIGENQE. (SLF Intelligence Estimate fur Operation Mighty Play)

a, Encry Situstion,

General, The specific AO4 which BLT 1/26 was to sweep was used as a
staging area ond infiliration route for enemy units moving into DeNang,.
There was a reported eneny Battalion working out of this area prior to
the landing of BLT /26, Hostile forces knowm to be operating in or
near the TAOR are listed in paragraph 5b,

The VC had set up an extensive network of surprize firing devices in,,

order to slow the progress and inflict casualties on a sweeping firbe.
The cnemy was kmown to use wellstoncealed tunnels and bunkers and ae-

fined routes to hide, evade and move through friendly units mthog’g
“detection,

Civilian populntion in the area wis reported to be in support of VGAVA
whenever allied forces were operating in the area, Numerous 122mrq-ax;d'
LLonm rocket cz2chcs were reported to be hidden in the A0A for use 4p°

rocket attacks against Marble Mountain Air Facility and DaNang Au.gasq.

b, Enemy Order of Battle, . .

(1) The following list of cnemy units were known to be cperating in
near the area of cperation,
ENCLOSURE (1)

1 - SEORET~ NOFCRN .-
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UNIT LKA " 'TYPE STRENGTH PROD LOCAL
R.20 Quang Nem Indepbn; Doc Lap Bn IF 170 BT 0763
Ha Chig 20; 3,20 Viet Dung; 70th
Dn; 1st Dnj F,5, Q,50th Dn,
V,25 Bn Lam Dn; 5th Bnj; R.25th Dn, 2nd Dn; LF 160 DT 1851
B.25th Dn; Q.92nd Bn; 2nd Indep Bn
of Quang Da,
G.82 Co, Dien Bam Co; H.LDth Co; X.55 Coj LF 110 BT 0563

Ce.

Te

04th Coj X.65th Co; Q.15th Co,

Effect on Enemy Capabilities,

During Operaticn Mighty Flay, BLT 1/26 was able to sever the steady
flow of encmy movement thru the AQA into DaNanz, Dy the tactical
Jeployment of the Landing Force, VC/WA communication and supply routes
were made too hazardous for enemy use,

large numbers of surprize firing devices were uncovered and destroyed
by DLT 1/26 making freedom of movement and maneuver of our units easier,
thus giving the OLT the capability to cover more areca which had been
previously denied to friendly movement., DIy clearing and securing all
vital areas in thc AOA, BLT 1/26 develcped a quick reaction to all
enemy threats of attack, and made enemy infiltration impossible with-
out detection,

Eneny staging areas were scverely damaged; 200 bunkers were uncovered
and destroyed. This action denied the VC/NVA the ability to stage in
ocur area during day cr night for movement through the AOA.

MISSION.

DLT 1/26 will execute an amphibious heliborne assault into AOA; Conduct

search and clear operation in AOA., Locate, kill or capture all enemy

forces. Locate, capture or destroy all enemy installations and cachegi®.
. @ .

CONCEPT CF QOPERLTIONS.

Commencing on DwDay minus one, BLT 1/26 prepositions selected combaf,...

support units in the 3/1 area of cperation as mutually agreed upon, & & o
At L-Hour on D-Day, DLT 1/26 conducts a three company helo assault °°

intc the central portion of the AQL, seizes Landing Force Objective 1) & &
attacks eastward and seizes Landing Force Objective 2. Upon seizure of °
the Landing Foree Objectives, begins conducting thorough search and ... o
clear operations in AQL, *ee
EXTCUTION. e

On 7 July the warning order for Operation Mighty Flay was received
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@ from CTG 79.) and the DLT immediately began its plamning phase for
. the forthcoming operatione.

On 8 July, DLT 1/26 issued its Operation Order and all Staff Sections
and Unit Leaders attended the pre-sail conference to coordinate the
amphibious assault,

On 9 July at 1100H an advance party from DLT 1/26 landed at the 3rd
Jattalion, 1lst Marine Regiment cantonment tc effect liaison with
adjacent units and establish the Command Post for the Operation,

The D-Day assault went as scheduled at 100900H, The initial landing
plan called for a vertical assault by threc companies into Landing
Zones Lee, Grant, and Sherman with one company, as DLT reserve, aboard
SLF/ARG shipping. During the landing no significant opposition to aire
craft or trocps was encountered. Upon landing the companies immediately
began their primary mission of search and elear operations, and prepared
for the seizure of Landing Force Objectives 1 and 2, The flat terrain
and the limited size of the AOA created a potentially dangerous naviga=
tion problem tc the ground firces during the initial phase on D-Day, but
with the aid of an eserial cbserver the problem was quickly rectified.
Company M, 3rd Dattalion, 1st Marine Regiment, OpCon to the BLT for the
Operaticn, established a blocking position along the south eastern 404
boundary. The first contact cn D-Day occured at 10L1705H when Company
D working with an aerial cbserver killed eleven Viet Cong in a brief
. encounter, At 1600 on 10 July the Amphibieus Task Force began evasive
action in view of typhoon warnings, and the BLT was chcpped OpCon to
the lst Marine Division until 1700H on 11 July,

Operations during the early hours of 11 July were hampered by heavy
raing, 2 result of Tyvhoon "Tess™. At 1400H Company D began to sweep
south and then west from Objective 1, During the sweep they found one
Viet Cong body and an AK-LT7, a result of the contact of the previous
day. As the ccmpanies moved they encbuntered and destroyed numerous
surprize firing devices and fortified bunker positions, A4t 111900H a
Frag Order was issued to prepare for the seizure and search of Objectives
2 and 3, .o
» o
Actions cn 12 July were characterized by the positioning of forces in’
preparation for the sweep of Objectives 2 and 3. On this day Company..:.
D killed two NVi. southwest of Objective 1 and recevered a packet of *
documents, Preliminary interpretraticn incicated the material conterfs’:
tc Le of high value and the documents were flown tc Headquarters IIT MiF
for further ewaluation, et

Three S¥FD incidents were reported on 13 July, At 0925H two Marines from
the 1lst Platoon, Company 4, were injured by an M-26 grenade rigged withe,
trip wire. 3oth Marines were medevaced, At 1005H, at DT 060630, a , .
scout dog, dog handler, and a Marine from Company A were injured by #1. -
¥-26 SFD., &1l were medevaced., At 1100H, Company C found and destrogyed®’
. four SFD's, In other actions on 13 July, S-2 Sccuts attached to Company D

S i
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found and'deétfbyéd;fgur_concealed bunkers at DT 076627 and captured one
SKS rifle, 20 rounds of ammunition, and two M-26 :srenades,

During actions on 14 July, Company A found and destroyed cight forti~
fied houses, 1l bunkers, 200 pounds of rice, two punji pilts and five -
105mm HE rounds, At 0830H, lst Platoon, Company B, found a 105mm HE
round rigged with a DA 386 and dynamite alongside a village at BT 093653,
The device was destroyed in place. Actions by Company D on 1 July
resulted in the destruction of seven fortified bunkers, six 082mm mortar
rounds, three 105mm HE rounds, two factory macde CHICOM grenades, one

40 pound box mine, cne LAIW rigped with M-26 grenade, six orange juice
cans filled with compositicn B, A lower receiver group from an M-16

wes also found and was turned into the DLT S-2, Two significant night
actions tock place cn 1l July, At 1055H an element of Company D, while
moving into night positions, tripped an 3lmm mortar SFD, During the re-
sulting medevac another SFD was tripped resulting in a total of eleven
Marines wounded in the incident. At 2330H a Company 3 ambush came under
heavy CHICOM and satchel charge attack by an estimated 10-15 enemy,
Eleven Marines were wounded during the contact,

On 15 July at 0730H, S-2 Scouts from Company D discovered a concealed
bunker at BT 077627. The bunker contained documents listing Liberation
Fromt Committee members, a ma> of DaNang and propazenda leaflets, Later
that morning at 0900H, Company C found 200 pounds of rice and destroyed
twe SFD's, Lt 141O0H at BT 062629 a Platoon Commander from Company D

was injured by an M-26 SFD. LA corpsman was injured by ancther SFD as he
attempted to aid the injured man, Doth were medevaced. During day-
light activities in the Company D area of cperation, five bunkers,

four M-26 SFD's, two 8lmm SFD's, one punji pit, and three bangalore
torpedoes were destroyed. Company 4 found and destroyed two 105mm SFD's
in the vieinity of BT 067643,

At 0930H on 16 July, 2nd Tlatoon, Company B, discovered cne anti-tank
mine and one enti-jersonnel mine at DT 106640, Doth were destroyed,

L patrol from Company 4 in the vicinity of BT 074636 found three Viete
namese signs varning the people to stay out of the area, Search of the
area disclosed a punji pit surrounded by various tyses of anti-persene®.
nel mines and a notebock containing the names of sympathizers in the,%..°
crea, The mines and punji -it were destroyed and the notebock was .
turned cver to the S-2, At 14OGH at DT 103626, the lst Platoon, Compamys
C, found and destroyed three bunkers containing varicus food stuffs, ,tyo
11-26 and three CHICOM ¢renaies, s e

.o
.
.

Wational Pclice Field Forces assisted in activities on 17 July, Actﬁhé
on information gained from the interrogation of a Viet Cong prisoner DLT®
S-2 personnel, assisted by elements of Company M, 3rd Dattalion, 15t.ee o
Marine Regiment, discovered a spider hole complex in the vicinity of BT .:
095656, Destruction of the bunker network netted five Viet Cong KIleance,
the capture of two M-16 rifles, two AK~L7 rifles, cne Russion 9mm augos,,*

matic pistol, two RPG-2 rounds, medical supplies, and 30,000 $VN, A1l

ENCLOSTRE (1)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

|UieeLassIRE@ET ¢

. ~SEOREP—e-oPeRH—
‘ equipment was delivered to the S-2 for disposition., Two SFD's were
. discovered and destroyed by Company M; a 105mm round vicinity DT 098665
end a M=79 round vieinity DT 1046L8.

On 18 July Company ¥ continued its coordinated activities with National
2olice Field Ferees, 4n identification card screen by the two units
netted 17 VCS. All suspects were taken to the 3rd CIT compound for
interrogation. In cther cctions in the Company M area of cperation,

ten CHICON grenades were discovered and destroyed by the 3rd Platoon at
DT 102653, 4t 09)0H cn 18 July a Marine from Company C detcmated a
60rm mortar SFD inflicting mortal wounds on himself and injuring two
other Marines. While sesrching a destroyed bunker complex in the vicine
ity ©T 080623, the 2nd Platoon, Company 0, ciseovered 600 pounds of
rice and four Viet Cing bodies., The enemy had been dead for approximately
one week.

4% 1130H cn 19 July Ccmpany M captured six male and cne female suspects
at 5T 094065, The suspeets had a chest X-Ray and an inventory sheet
from the Dalang Adir Dese in their possession, Throughout 19 July prepa=
rations were made four the takeuver of the 3rd Dattalion, lst Marine
“egiment, TAGR on 20 July,

4% 0800 on 20 July Gperation Mighty Play was terminated, and the 1LT was

chopped OpCon t¢ the lst Marine Division, for further chop to the lst

Marine Regiment to particivate in the defense of the DaNang Vital Sector
. and cooperate in the District Accelerated Pacification Program.

Dattery 4, 1/13, and the 8lnm Mortar Platoon fired in direct support,
and W 1/11 fired in general suport of the DLT during Oneraticn Mighty
ilay, Naval Gunfire support was .rovided when availahle by CTG 79.4.

Statistics for Operation Mighty Play are as follows:

4, 1/13 W, 1/11 8lnm Mortar Plt, NGF

liissicns 117 65 B2 28
Tetal rounds expended 1505 1203 774 UL,

Communication for Goeration Mizhty Play was conducted in accordance? ...
with CTG 79,4 COI cated 8 July, 1969, and lst Marine Regiment COI °
effective for thet | ericd.

4 lorge amount cf mutuel radic frequency interference was experiencgd %°%
curing the first days of the operation, EIight individual frequency*®..® :
chonges from the CTG 79.h COI were required before the majority of :
interference could be eliminated, The following major radio circuits e,
were activated and malntained throughcut the operaticn: . e

SLF TAC. This net is normelly menned and equipped by the SLF, HoweVer',
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during the cperation, it became an additional burden to the BLT to supply
this circuit with adequate batteries and equipment for the covered capa-
bilities required. On 12 July this net was secured for approximately

18 hours while thc ARG tcok evasive storm acticns out of FM range,

During this time the lst lMarine Regiment TAC Net was entered,

ZLT TLC, This net was entered by all component units of DLT 1/26 and
Company M, 3rd Dn,, lst Marine legiment, Lfter initial frequency
changes no additional difficulties were experienced.

In addition to the above, the following circuits were also maintained:
BL? TAC LOG, ZLT LOG/ADMIN, LT TACF NET, and LZ Contral,

Interncl wire circudts were installed throughout the €P area, 4 "Hot
Line" was run from the 1/26 COC to the 3/L COC, (ne line was entered
into the 3/1 switehboarl for access tc the Division Tclephone System,
One line was placed from the radic relay system ot 3/1 CP to the lst

Marine Tegiment CCC, This line terminated at the FSCC desk and funce
ticned as 2 "Hot Line® from 1/26 FSCC to the lst Marine Regiment FSCC.

During Uperation Mighty Floy (1020 July 69), the DLT operating stocks
rerained on ARG shipping and only Class IT items were drawm from this
scurce daily, Two days of supply in Classes I, III, and V were requi-
sitioned and trucked from FIC and 4SP=2, Operational units were re-
supplied by helicopters, LVTts and trucks.,

Supply and resupply of all food and water censwimed in the field during
"Mighty Play" came from the 3SA, the majority being hclo=lifted,

1st FSR provided this JLT with maintenanee/repair support. Equipment

on deacline for third and fourth echelon repair was repaired or replaced
by float maintenance within a reasonable time. The BLT supplies and
equipment remained in a state of G-l operational readiness throughout
the operation,

411 Civic Letion during Operaticn Miphty Play was coordinated throuch

the S=5 provided to the DLT by 1st Marinc Regziment, Over 280 civiliags
were movel from the AGL tc o resettlement village, Temporary sheltler &
was provided by the S-5 and the rice ration provided by Distriet Hedds®
quarters was supplemented by Cerations provided by the BLT, . 0

Cormunications guard wos maintained aboard the USS Cleveland until 83°.
July, At this time communications guard was shifted to the lst Tankes®
sattallon, .

i Gefinite problem was experienced with 1T 505 maintenance, The DX
cxchange system for RT 505's wes incapable of handling the requiremedtt.
of Zowned radics, A4t one time 20 RT 505's were turned in waiting re=
placement, An effort tu maintain a small reserve stock of replaceme%rt‘
medules with the DLT is in progress, Inadequate rchab time between * °°

.
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. operw‘;;::s“i'\ésrﬂeﬁ sufficient higher echelon m2intenance on company
: radios, This factor attributes to the hirh downage of RT 5051s,
9, RESULTS.
K1 - 30 S¥D Discovered -~ $6
POW = 0O SFD Detcnated - O
Detainees = T1 Rice Captured - 1600 1bs.

Civil Defenders = 7 TLunkers Destroyed - 188

WG - 10 Structures Destroyed - 22
b Friendly,

KIh = 1 WIL (Non Evac) - 12

ROW - 3 NC (Evae) - 17

Wikt {Evac) = 22

. 10, COMRLNDELR '8 ANALYSIS,

Uperaticn Mishty Play was charceterized by lack of large unit contect,
The largest sroup of enomy encountered was the 11 killed by Company D
on the first day, Extensive SFD octivity, however, indic$ed that there
had been enemy in the area previcusly.

Twenty-cisht of the 30 kills on this operation were VC, The circumstances
of thodr deaths (except the 11 by Co. D on the first day) indicated that
they were local force or hamlet guerrillas., This same inference could
be drawyn from the eontects that did not result in enemy kills, All
ambushes had to be sorunz at long range on small groups of ehemy, appar=
cotly very aware of the ambush locaticn. The two kills by Ccmpany D o
on 12 July were nct VO, From papers found on their hodies, both welé®’
determined to be NVA, one an officer, perhaps of *»eﬂz_mental Commander 2,
lcvel, Documcnts found on his body were forwarded III MAF and were
evaluated as countaining very valuable information, but of ne immedia't.’é'
tactical significance, It is assumed that the two were transients b2’

courier mission, L
. 0 .

The mojor achievement in the Operation was the <estruction of the bunker-s
used to harbor transients and the killing of the 28 local force VC A% &

o oren thot would heve not been touched otherwises It is felt that v
this will hamper infiltration thru the area. . o
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Instruction on SFD!'s and ccontinued emphasis by swall unit leaders on

dispersion and search techniques pays off in reduced casuwalties, This
troining must be wnceasing., Company D on 1L July, after a successful
day in which numgp-us. £FD were found and destroyed, tripped one,

Por=
sonnel bunched up during the medevac effort and ten more personnel were
wounded when a second SFD was tripped.

Continued cmphasis must be placced on fundamental infantry technigues.
T™we that were found Jdeficient durine this cperation were search teche
niques and weapons zeroing, The rotation of personnel makes it imperative
to repeat the fundamental material at least quarterly,
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