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o PART 1
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ORGAVIZAT. ONAL DATA

1, DESIGHATION
Battalion Landing Team 1/26 LtCol, J. C. GOODIN 1-30 Sept 69

TASK ORCANIZATION

- H2S Company (=) (Rein) Capt. C. M, REGAN 1-16 Sept 69
~ 1st Lt, P, S, COURTIN  16-30 Sept 69
Det. Hg, Bn. 5th Mar Div

Company A (Rein) - 1st Lt, M, J. ARENT 130 Sept 69

Campany A
Det, H&S Co.

FC Team

Det, Comm Plt,
Det, Med, P1t,
S«2 Scout

FO Toam "A" Btry 1/13 '
Det. lst Plt,., Co. 4, S5th Engr, Bn.

o Det. 2nd Plt., Co. &, 5th SP i, (HST)
Company B (Rein) _1st Lt. Jo E. HENNESSEY 1~30 Sept 69
Company B
~ Det. H&S Co.
PO Team

Det, Corm Plt,
Det. I&Cd. Plt.
S«2 Scout

FO Toam A" Btry 1/13
Dct. lst Plt,, Co, A, 5th Engr. Bn.
Det. 2nd Plt., Co, &, 5th SP Bn, (HST)

Compary C (Rein) Capt H, W. REED 1=2h Sept 69
1st Lt, We M, GORMAN 22‘.—30 Sept 69 .
Company C :
Det, B&S Co,
FO Team

Det. Cm Pl‘bl
Det,. Mcd. Pltn
. S«2 Secut

FO Team "A" Btry 1/13 o
Det. 1st Plt., Co, A, 5th Engr, Bn. p
Det. 2nd Plt., Co. A, Sth SP Bn, (HST) '

INCLOSURE (1)

2
DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

Company D ”(R.ein)

Company D
Dot., H&S Co,

FO Team

Det, Cormi P1t,
Det, Med, Plt,
S«~2 Scout

FO Team "A" Btry 1/13

Cﬂpt Eo

Det. 1st Plt., Co, 4, 5th Engr. Bn,
Det. 2nd P1t., Co. A, 5th SP Bn, (HST)

81mm Mortar Plt, (=)

106mm RR Plt,

. nA" Btry 1/13 (=) (Rein)

" Btry 1/11

lst Lto
2nd Lt.

Capt J.

Jo LLOYD

F., C. HAYES
L. F, NASON
B, CREEL Jr,

~ 1-30 Sept 69

1-30 Sept 69
1-30 Sept 69

1st Lt, C, A. BGLLIS Jr, 1-16 Sept 69
1st Lt, S. C, DECOTEAU 17-30 Sept 69

1st Plt., Co. A, Sth AT Bn. (Bein)

" 1st Lt.

1st Plt,, Co, A, Sth Engr, Bn, (-)(Rein) 1st Lt, J.

1st P1t., Co, 4, 5th MT Bn, (Rein)

- 1st Plba, Co. A, Sth Amtrac Bn, (Rein) lst Lt, J, T. BARTEE

L. M, LEWIS Jr,

1st Lts Ce Fo.GRIFFIN

1st Plt., Co. i, 5th Recon Bn, (Rein) 2nd Lt, J., C. MANCINI

2nd Plt., Co, A, Sth SP Bn, (-)(Rein) GySgt. J. L. PARKER

1st Plt,, Co, A, Sth TK Bn, (Recin)

1st Lt,

LSU ONE

2. LOCATION

1st Lt-

2, 1«7 Sept 69 - US3 Iwo Jima
b, 830 Sept 69 - DaNang:RVN

3. STLFF QFFICERS

Exccutive Officer
S-l/ A.dj utant,

Se2
Se=3
S=3A
Sl

Maj. D.
2nd Lt,
lst Lt'
Maj. Eo
1st Ltrc

Capt. W, W, MOOREHEAD

Ce S CERTAIN
W. DOMKE

B, TCOMNSEND

D, F, MiRTIN
BARWEBLE

C. O'BYRNE
R, C. SMITH

Capt. B. N‘ BAIIJEY
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UNCLASSIFIED NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. Prom 1 Sept 1969 to 7 Sept 1969 BLT 1/26, embarked aboard SLF/ARG shipping,

continued to carry out an extensive training program, in preparation for
heir forthcoming operetion, DEFIANT STAND. Emphasis was placed on physice
al training, and mine and booby trap warfare,

On 7 Sept 1969 the BLT landed from ARG shipping to take part in combined
search and clear amphibious operations, employing SLF Alfa and elements of the
2nd ROKMC Brigade, against VO/RVN forces on Barrier Island, The BLT's AO
w-s the sovthern portion of Barrier Island, The northcrn portion was ase
signed to ROKMC clements. The BLT's specific mission wns to conduct helo
and surface assaults at LeHour and HeHour on'SeDay to.seize LF objectives A
and B, to establish a blocking position vic BT 185501, and to conduct search/
6lear opcrations in their assigned areas. On S-Day two (2) Cafpanies lande-
ed by helicopter assault in 1Z's along the east bank. of Truong Giang River.
L-Hour was delayed about 90 minutes due to heavy overcnst. Resistance was
light, At H-Hour two (2) Companies landed without resistance over Green
Beach., These two (2) Gompanics commenced search and clcar operations to
the north and into their assizned blocking positions. The BLT conducted
extensive day and night cctivities, desiroying numerous bhunkers and tunnels,
Blocking positions were cstablished along the northern cdge of the BLT A0
in support of the ROKMC RLT to the north., The BLT lost one (1) IVTP=5

fram an cnemy mine, Enemy ectivity was minor., Artillery and NGF were

used o advantage, denring the cnemy access to the river crossings and
escape routes. On 19 Sent 1969, the BLT began execubing the taetical
withdrawal plon, The BLT wzs reembarked on ARG shipping, transported to
DaNang and offlended 20 Sept. BLT 1/26 assumed responsibility for the

TAOR oreviously held by 2/26,

UNCLASSIFIED
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LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

. 1, MISSICNS/OPERATIONS

a, Major Operations, The Battalion Landing Teanm partlcipatcd in one (l)
major operation during this reporting pcrlod.

(1) DEFIANT STAND 7-19 September 1969,

b. Command ‘Relations

(1) Throughout operation DEFIANT STAND Battalion Landing Tcam 1/26
was OpCon to CTG 79 .4

fl ces Combat Missions Assipned

(1) Operation DEFIANT STAND, Conduct beliborne and surfacée amphibe
ious 8ssanlts in sovthern portien of Barrier Isl=snd, Conduct search

and clear operatiins in AQA to locate, capture, cr destroy all
enamys caches or installations.

(2) Establish blocking positions on northern boundary of south portion
of ACA NLT 1600H S+3 in coordination with the ROKMC RLT-2 assault
in northern position of AQA,

. (3) Establish ARTY/MORT FS3 vie, Green Beach Bf 237486,

(4) Provide landing forcec reserve of ome (1) platoon 1ocated ashore
at grid BT 237&86

d. Comnund Centrol

(1) On Operation DEFTANT ST4ND the BLT rear was cmbarked aboard the
USS Iwo Jimay LPHe2, The Ccmmand Post was cow=located with the FSB/
BSA vie, BT 237486,

Compamr A CP was located BT 232498

B CP BT 210492
C CP BT 207485
D CP BT 214166
FSB/BSA BT 237486

Control and communications were good,

e. Organic Operation, Opcration DEFIANT STAND was characterized by extene
. sive day patrcls and night ambushes. Emphasis was placed on the dese
! truction of enemy forticaticns and denial of infiltration routes through

close observation and harrassing and interdicting fire on all avenues
of apvproach.

f, NBEC Warfarc. Therc was one report of the cnery employing gas, Company
‘ D made this report, referencet Spot Report lB?thH,

6 ' URE (1) :
, LSRR
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a, ELnemy Situaticn. (Operation DEFTANT STAND)

(1) There had been an increase in en:my activity in the vieinity
nf the AQ during the month prior to the begimning of this report-
ine, period. . There had been unconfirmed reports of organized units
operating - shin the AO, huwever, nc significant contact had been
reported, Small scale encounters with armed enemy forces had oce
curede Anti-aircraft fire incidents had bécn reported mcre free
quently including the use of 12,7mm/.50 cal, automatic fire,

(2) The enemy has long had the ability to attack at any time or place
‘on Barrier Island, to defend well concealed and reinforced bunkers,
and to evade direcct or sustained contact with cur forces, With
elements of the Q-80th and the V-25th Battalions (LF) working in
‘this area the individual guerrilla has gained much training with
these units, not only in offeénsive and defensive measures, but in
immediate evasive action to be taken when an amphibious force is”

" launched. The enemy has the ability to withdraw or conceal his
forces utilizing the waterways for withdrawal or using prepared
tunnels and bunker camplexes for concealment cf troops, supplies
and equipment, :

- Because of BLT 1/26 having been-assigned special operations on Barw-
rier Island before, we were able to more accurately pinepoint
river crossing sights and cvasion routes, Frequent sightings of
the ene v in the open within pre-assigned artillery and naval gune
fire targets allowed BLT 1/26 to slow the cnemy down by causing him
" g0 find new evasion/escape routes across the Truong Giang River.

Thrce strings of Minisid sensors were implanted across the river

on evasion/escape routes used by the enemy, o

" A full sensor report/eritique is included as an enclosure to this
report, .

'b, Enemy Initisted Incidents/Actions

The only enemy initiated incidents were numerous probes of all friendly

. perimeters and harressing fire attacks with 60mm mo tars, RPG, auto-
matic/small arms fire, and in one (1) incident the use of tear gas (CS).
The only general trend established by the enemy wes the fact that he ‘
failed to follow wp his harrassing incidents of fire with ground attacks.

Ca Engmx Losses

(1) KIA- LY
(2) POW6 '
7 | . EYCLOSURE (1)
T —
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(5)
(6)

Equip Captured - 74O 1bs rice; 350 lbs
potatoes; 50 1bs tobacco; 1500 1bs fert-
tilizer; 30 now pr. PJ's; misc, 782 gear,
documents,

e -~ 2

CSWC=- O

Detainees =~ 8h9

de Enemy Tren@g

1)

During Operation DEFIANT STAND, ¥-19 Sept 69, several times com-
pany/:latoon defensive périmeters were mortared with RPG and
small arms fire following., WHo cnemy assaulis were launched to
followeup thesc attacks by fire.

on ore (1) occasion, the enemy employed tear gas (reference After
Acticn Report for Operation DEFIANT STAND; DTG 132045H, Campany D)
and again there wes the absence of a ground attack which led us
to believe they were clther experimenting or wWere untrained in -
proper gas warfare,

With the ROK Marine Forces on the ncrthern portion of Barrder Is-
land and BLT 1/26 in the south, the enemy used evasion routes to

" escane the cordon thab was quickly being formed arcuond them, The
P 1

(2)

main evasion route was across the Truong Giang River, and to the
west via threc (3) crossing points, : '

Hit and run tactics with ccmplete cvasion from the ROK Marines

and BLT 1/26 ACA scemed to be the only trend followed by the

enemy during Operavion DEFIANT STAWD, These hit and run attacks
may very well have been used as a diversionary tactic to get large
er cnemy units across the river while friendly eclements were engaged
in the defense of thelr positicns,

21-30 Sept the only noticable enemy trends are tuose of enemy units
firing rockets at verious tactical targets within the DalNang area
from sites locabed outside the DalNanp Barrier, With the rice hare
vest well underway, the encmy has started moving down out of the
mountains on rice resupply runs. Until they are resupplied en-
ough to gain their strength back and the majority of their sick
have recovered it is unlikely tiat any heavy contact with friendly
forces will be plamned, Long range rocket tactics may be used as
a diversionary tactic while larze rice runs are conducted, Over=-
all, this seems to be the only existing method available to the
enery to partially accomplish his mission hrre within the BLT 1/26
TAOR.

8 ENCLOSURE (1)
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Wemther Conditions

During the entire operation, rain showers frequented the assigned area
of operations, On three (35 oceasions, the showers presisted through-
out the night and into the following morning hours,

The temperature ranged fram a high of 10l degrees to a low of ‘73 de~
grees, with a mean relative humidity of 84 per cent,

3., SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

&

b,

OTO700H to 072L0CH September 1969,
(1) On 6 Sept, S=Day changed from 8 Sept. to 7 Sept, 1969,

(2) On S-Day, L-Hour was delayed approximotely 90 minutes due to
heavy overcast,

(3) The firs% cnemy contact ceme at 0712351! when Company A conducting
search and clear oper-tions in vic, grid BT:Z25L497 wounded:one (1)
cnemy, Results: one (1) POW,

(L) At O71510H Third Platoon, Company B reported seeing two (2) VC at
grid BT 222482,

(5) At 071530H 2 tunnel ‘complex at Bn, CP grid BT 237487 was discover
ed, Results: destroyed one (1) tunnel complex,

(6) 071900H Company C reccived four (Y4) 60mm rounds and sniper firc
from vic, BT 19LL86, Artillery and 60mn mortars were fired.with un=
known results., Results: one (1) USMC WIAVE, ~

080001H -to 0B2L400H Scptember 1965,

(1) O080900H Company A at grid BT 226517 received ten (10) to fifteen
{(15) rounds small arms fire. Company called in artillery with
negative results, Results: one (1) USMC WIANE,

(2) 0B80950H Third Platoon, Campany C found two (2) enemy KIA's at grid
BT 194514, One (1) was VC and the other NWA, The Platcon search-
ed the area with neg:tive results, '

(3) 081300H Third Platoon Company B spotted two (2) or three (3) enemy
at grid BT 213488, Fired small ams, M=79, 60mm mortars, and
artillery, Results: Hegative,

(4) O0B813LSH Alpha Btry 1/13 found two (2) CHICOM grenades, assorted
medical supplics, and cne (1) blue uniform, one (1) bottle saline
and one (1) camcra, The Engincers destroyed the bunker and turmed
in the supplies to S<2, Results: one (1) bunker dcstroyed.
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0816&5(3?1U (2) Morines from Amtracs were wounded when their vehtcle
hit a’m'd"i?ine. Marines were not medevaced., Resulta: two (2)
. USMC WIANE, one (1) destroyed Amtrac,

(6) 0B81030H Company D found two (2) male KIA's and two (2) Russian
grenades, one (l) SFD M-26, & 60mn mortar dud, and numerous fam-
ily bunkers, The bunkcrs weve blown. Rosults: two (2) enemy
KIA's, ordnance blown, and numerous: bunkers blown,

(7) 081830H Com.any C mddc contact with thrce (3) cnemy at grid BT
19648L. Results: three (3) encmy KIi's and cne (1) USMC WIANE.

(8) 081900H Two (2) LVIP's got bogged down in mud on the west side of
Truong Giang River at grid BT 174486, wiile in susport of Recon,
whose mission was to emplace Minisids in that arca, Seccurity was
sct in around the vchicles. Resultss unit spent night on west -
side of the river,

(9) 082015H Company A fired on suspected enemy position at grid BT
216509, Results: two (2) Sccund ary explosions,

c, 090001H to 092LOOH Scitember 1969.

(1) 090%)0H Onc (1) Marine from Company C was wounded while firing
at running indigencus yerscnnel at grid BT 196482, Results:
cne (1) USKC WIANE, ‘
. (2) 091200H Company D swept vic BT 197470. Results: threc (3) cnemy
KIA's and thrce (3) detainces, ,
“(3) 091600H At Company B's LZ Helicopters réceived 5mall.arms fire from
grid BT 208500, Company B dispatched a resction force which came

under fire from about ten (10) enemy, Company B returned fire with
small arms, Me79, Me60, 60mm and 8lmm mortars., Results: Negative.

(4) ©091800H An OP from Company B observed twenty (20) VG moving northe
 west carrying hesvy bundles at grid BT 174485, Fired on VC with
90mm, Results: four (L) VC KIAts,

d, 100001H to 102L00H September 1969,

(1) 100745H Caompeny C spotied twenty (20) cnemy st ~rid BT 1741485,
Fired smoll arms. Results: ome (1) VC KIA and one (1) NVA KIA,
four (4) CHICLM's and two (2) sacks of rice captured.

(2) 101300H H&S Company patrol swept area at grid BT 230485, finding
twenty (20) bunkcrs and t.hlrty (30) detainecs. Results: twenty
(20) bunkcrs were blown and thirty (30) detainees were turned over
to ITT.

o | 10
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10;143 -First Squad, First Platoon, Company B received small ams

e

fire from grid BT 207517, Returned fire with small arms and
LALWYs, Results: three (3) USMC WIA's and two (2) USMC KIA's,

101800H Conpany L swept vic grid BT 176L485. Hesultst: destroyed
four (L)) bunkers, fifty (50) living structures and cdiscovered
fifteen hundred (1500) lbs of fertilizer, two hundred (200) 1bs of
rice, fifty (50) 1bs of tobaceco, Seoven (7) detainees and assorted
dcocuments were turned into S-2,

101830H Company C spotted six (6) VC at grid BT 193478, Fired
90mm, Results: six (6) VC KIA's,

102130H Company D received small arms and M~79 fire from grid BT
212470, Copany D returned fire with small arms, Results: one
(1) friendly WIA, ‘

102205H Second Squad, Third Platoon, Company A in night defensive
nositiocn detected movement at grid BT 17hh8h. Blew claymore
mines. Results: two (2) VC KIats.

110001H to 112LOOH Se.tember 1969,

(1)

(2)

(3

)

110130H First Platoon, Cumpany B made contart with unknown number
of cnemy it srid BT 21050L. Results: one (1) USMC KIA and six (6)
USHC WIA's., Enemy casualities unknownm.

111200H Pirst Platoon, Cum_.any &, 5th Engineers found twenty=-seven
(27) bunkers, three (3) rockets, three (3) CHICGH's and documents
et grid BT 235468, DResults: twenty-scven (27) bunkers blown and
three (3) rockets, three (3) CHICOM's and documents turned over
to S-2,

1117158 Company C spotted cne (1) ¥C at grid BT 171489, Fired
106ts, Results: one (1) VC KIA,

112050H Company C rccedved 60mm and M~79 rounds, Returned fire
with small arms, Siim, 60mm mortars anl M-79, Resultes one (1)
USKC WIA,

120001H to 122L,70H Seotember 1969,

(1

(2)

120930H Second Flatoen, Company 4 found and destroyed thety (30)

“burkers at grid BT 238484,

121130H Company C picked v one (1) male, age twenbyecight (28), at
grid 198483, After being questicned the man stated he was a
V0. He was Surnel cver to I™F, Resvlts: one (1) detainee, -

11 ' ENCLOSURE
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,/,’_/"23/) 121630H Cmbamr D spottcd fuur (4) VC suspects at grid BT 195168,

(L)

®)

Ee

also found thiwrty-one (31) bunkers, wne (1) case of 105 rounds and
a bocby trap made from a 50 cal, round, Artillery was called,
Results: thrity~one (31) bunkers destrgyed and ome (1) case 105
rounds blown, ' '

1218208 Onc (1) woman with gunshot wound was brought into {ompany
B!'s position by the villageres. Resultss one (1) VN civilian medevac,

1222450 Company € todk ajproximately eight (8) M-79 rounds, RFG
and mortar rounds from crid BT 199L87, Artillery was c:lled in on
eneny positions, Results: four (L) USMC WIK's,

130001H to 132400H September 1969.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(L)

)

(6)

131000H First Platoon, Company A, S5th Engineers blew twentyenine
(29) bunkers and four (4) rockets at grid 2246,

1311004 .An 0ld man and a young boy cntered Company BYs position
BT 204509, The young boy had a head wound and was medevaced.

1312361 At grid BT 217513, Second Platoon, Comsany & spotted one
(1) VN male, The man fled and was fired upon, received leg wounds,
Man was turned over to S-2, Hesults: one (1) wounded detaince.

1318400 Company D spotted cleven (11) VO at grid BT 201468, - 106's
were fired, Results: cleven (11) VC KIAts,

131900H Sccond Platcon, Company 4 found four (4) M-26, one (1)
60mm HE round, cne (1) 105 HE SFD's and six (6) detalpees at grid
BT 211468, Results: ordnance was blawm in place and six (6) de=
tainces were turned over to Se2, ' . )

132045H Sceond Pletoon, Cumpany D made contect with fifteen (15)

. to twenty (20) encmy at grid BT 211488, Company D reported re-

ceiving gas, method of delivery unknown, Reference Spot Report
1321154, Results: Negative, '

140001H to Ly2L00H September 1969,

(1)

(2)

07158 three (3) VN's with wounds from artillery turned theme
selves into Sceond Platoun, Cumpany B's postion at prid DT 203508,
Interrogntion revealed ome (1) VC, Results: ome (1) POW,

141100E Secon: Platuen, Carpany D found and destroyed five (8)
61lrm Chinese Bertar rounds, one (1) 60mm mortar round, sixty (60)
rounds of 50 cal,, ten (10) smoke grenades and one (1) antietank
mine at grid 198480, Results: All ordnance blown in place,

12 . ENCLOBURE (1)
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"/G) 1AASH At grid BT 205506, First and Second Platoon, Company B
made contact with twenty (20) VC. Returned fire with small arms,
- Results: two (2) USMC WILNE., :

(k) 1L180OH Recon capiured three (3) male VN at §rid BT 212500 and
turned them over to S=2. Results: three (3) dotainees,

(5) 1L1855H Compny D killed one (1) VC with 106 fire at grid BT
2151463, Results: cme (1) VC KIA,

i. 150001H to 152L00H Scptember 1969,

(1) 1501008 Company © received two (2) RPG rounds and small amms fire
fram grid BT 193L49 rcsulting in one (1) USMC WIA, Returned fire
with small arms. Results: nepative,

(2) 1510L5H Amtrae Platoon found 2 male at grid BT 239486, that had
died of fragmentation wounds.

(3) 151100H The Second and Third Platoons, Campany D found two (2) ¥

: male bodies at zrid BT 216L491. Swept area finding one hundred
(100) 1bs of rice. Results: two (2) VG KIA's and one hundred
(100) 1bs of rice. :

(4) 151930H Company 4 at grid BT 217508 reccived two (2) RPG rounds
wounding four (4) Marines, Returned fire, Results: negative.

(5) 1521008 Second Platoon, Company D took a NGF WP short round,
Results: nine (9) USNC NBC,

(6) 152130H First Squady Third Platoon, Company 4 made contact with une
knowm sized enem; force at grid BT 213525, Platoons also tripped
a SFD M-26 at this same grid, Results: one (1) USMC KIA and two
(2) USHC WIAYs,

Jo 160001H to 162400H September 1969,

(1) 160915H Company D observed nine (9) cnemy in boats at grid BT
196498, Pired =rtillery., Rcsults: negative,

- (2) 161L00H Company D found one (1) Vietnamese male at grid BT 20447k
Sent him to ITT for interrogaticn, Resultss onc (1) detainece.

(3) 161700H Company 4, Second Platoon found at grid BT 213525, three
(3) bunkers, two (2) living structurcs, and tripjed a bouby trapped
M-26, Results: two (2) USHC WIA's, three (3) bunkers and two
(2) livin: structures blown,

(L) 162330H Bn CP rececived small arms fire from zrid BT 238483, Re-
turned fire with M-79 and small arms firc and then swept. Resultss
Onc (1) USMC WIANE,

13 ENGLOSIRE.-{3) —
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(1) 271710H Company A cestroyed forty-five (LS) bunkers and one
(1) 105 HE round, _ o

(2) 171730H At prid BT 214408 the First Squad Third Flatoon, Company
B cbscrved two enemy. fired small arms. Results: one (1) VN
female KIA,

(3) 172045H Company B received fire from three (3) enamy positicns
at grids BP 20949k, 209490;and 212k94. 'Returned firémith artile
lery, 8lmm, NGF, and tanks, Resulte: unumown,

(k) 1720&5Hv00mpany C reecived fire fram approximately twenty-five
(25) enamy at ;rid 20949k, Returned fire with small -rms,
Results: negative, ‘

180001H to 182L400H September 1969,

(1) 1B81B830H Cumpany A called an artillery mission on grid BT 195480,
Hesults: ten (10) VC KIA's,

150001H to 192L00H Sentember 1949,
(1) The BLT excouted the withdrawal plan from Barrier Island,
200001H tc 202L00H September 1669,

(1) BLT 1/26 chopped to CG First Marine Divisicn effcctive 201200H
September 1669, Reference: CTIG 79.h message 151139H Sgptember
1969. _ ,

(2) 201200H 26th Marines sssumed OpCon.of BLT /26, Reference:
26th Marine message DTG 2016002 Scitember 1969,

2100021 to 212L00H Scotember 1969,

(1) 210600H BLT 1/26 assumed responsibility for assigned AO in ac-
cordancc with 26 Marinc message DIG 1908252 September 1969,

210001H to 3024400H Scptember 1969,

During the period following the BLT's assumption of the AO, previously
the responsibility of the 2nd Battalicn 26th Morines, there are mo
significant cvents to rcport, except that at approximately 300600H
September 1969 two (2) jOmm cnemy rockets, impacked in the vic, of

_Alpha 1/13's position grid AT 92l72), A1l available inform-tiocn in-
dicated the rockets were fired from a southwesterly direction., No
casualities resvlted, There have been many activations Along the Daw -
Nang Anti-infiltration sysitems, but no real contact with the cnemy,
The BLT continves to carey cut acsigned missions in accordance with
Roginmcut Frag Order 39-69 {Annex A Operation Order Overlay).
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. FI:E-SUPSCRT COORDIN.ATION ,

e !

. a, "A" Battery, lst Bittalion, 13th Marines

(1) Types of fire swrort employed: prep fires, harrassing and inter-
dioting fircs, counter mortar/rocket fires, zone fires, shifting
fires, time~on~target fires, and fircs on targets of cpportunity.

(2) During the month of Septemer, A" Battery 1/13 fired 7608 rounds.,
HE=- 6703
I11- 480
WP - 369
COFLAM - 5L

be U.2 Mortsr Battery, lst Battalicn, llth Marines.

(i) Types of fire sugport employed: prep fires, harrassing and intere
: dicting fires, counter mortar/rocket fires, zone fircs, shifting
fires, time~-cn-target fires, and fires on targets of opportunity.

(2) L.2 Hortar Battery fired a total of 355 missionse
(3) k4.2 Morsar Battery fired 2 total of 2640 rounds,
HE < 2350 |
111 - 168

‘l} . WP - 122

¢, Naval Gunfire.

(1) Ships available included USS Taussig and various USCG WPG's.

(2) Type of missions fired: prep fircs, harrassing and interdicting
fires, countcr mortar/rocket fires, zone fires, shifting fires,
time-cn-target fircs, and fires on targets of opportunity.

(3) Naval Gunfire fired a totsl of L4586 rounds,

USs Taussig USCC WPB
HE - 3006 HE - 725
111 - 695 WP - 39
WP - 121

- de 8lmm Mortar Platoon .

(1) Types of missicn fired: prep fires, harrassing amd intcrdicting
fires, counter mcrtar/roeket fires, zone fires, shifting fires,
time-on-tar;ct fires, and fires on targets of opportunity.

@ 3 15 |  ENCLOSURE (1)
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/ (2) 8lmm Mortar Platoon fired a total of 326 missions.
. ' (3) 8lmm Mortar Platoon fired a total of 3966 rounds,
HE - 3012 ‘
WP - 313
I11- 641

S5e AIR SUPTORT.
. S —————
a, Units.
From 1 Sept. to 20 Sept, all resupply helicopter support for BLT 1726
was supplied by HMM 205, From 21 to 30 Sept, sup ort was suprlied by
1st MAW. Fixed wing su.port for the entire month was supplied by 1st
MAW, -
b. Missions
(1) Resupyly - 26 missions,
'(2) Close iir Sup.ort.
(2) 2 AC 47 missions, 2 AC 119 missiocns.
(b) Types of ordnance-~ 7.62,
. | (3) TPQ's none.
(4) Flare Support - 2 missions.
(5) Observations - 8 missionas.

(6) MED-EVLC ~ 12 missions,

Ce Sighificant Evants

(1) During the evening of 7 Sept. Company C was supported by a AC 119'
#Shadow 45" working: as low as 2320 feet in heavy rain showers
while receiving return fire from small arms,

(2) Early in the morning of 11 Sept, Company B-had an emergency medevac
in a hot zone. The meievac was organized by "Hostage Jack®, a
UH-1G. He coordinoted his fires with Spocky 11, and AC-47, s0
well thet Klan medevac was fired on only once during the medevac.’

(3) During late evening of 15 Sept. Klan medevacs went into a hot
zone without punship su,,ort for a Marine with severe head wound.

(4) During late evening 17 Scpt. Klan medevac went intc a hot sone
without gunship support for a Marine with a severe head wound.

16
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b, Non-Combat Losses

Injured OFF  ENL
Evee -0 7
Minor 0 16
Killed 0 0

~c. WIA's Returned to Duty -
Fourtcen (14)

d. R&R Trips. 116

es Personnel Rotated 2C8 - 6 Off - 110 Enl
. . £, Replacements Neceived - 5 Off. - 262 Enl

7. ADMINISTRATION

a,  Personnel Accounting

On 19 September 1969, the BLT S~l along with all campany/battery .

administration secticns and supply elements for the BLT moved .. .

ashore as mart of the off load phasc of the current afloat phase-for the

BLT. The move was comploted on the evening of the 19th, Company/Bate

tery administration remoins intact. with close supervisicn from cog=-

nization BLT Staff, The entire adminiatration of -the BLT && centrally
. located 13 order tO expedite due processcof administration, ¥ii.vidr,

b. Awards

l- Brbnze; Star
c. rromctions

19 to Sergeant

405 to Lance Corporal
3 to Private First Class

o , 17 ENCIOSURE (1) .
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Sigmificant Events:

PR

' No significant events transpired other than those mentioned- above.

8. LOGISTICS

B4

e

Ce

Supply/Resupp ]_.;1(. Durine Operation DEFIANRT STAND ( 7 - 19 Sept 1969)
attalion sup,ly operating stocks were set up aboard the USS Iwo Jima
with two days of Classes I, III and V maintained in 2 BSA ashore at
Barrier Island, Amtracs from "A" Co S5th Amtrac Bn served as the primary
transportaticn vehicles for resupply cf the letier companies. HMM=-265
provided supplementary transportation for retriecving retrograde mater-
ial at company positiuns as well as delivering Class TI items to the.
BSA on an as required basis, FIC DaNang provided recsupply of Class I,
III and V after the initial landing and coordinaticn for delivery of
these resupply items at Brid:e Ramp, DaNang, was accomplished by Sup= .
ply/S-l representatives at 1/26 pear in the 3/26 cantomment, On 17
Sept the BLT started backlcadin: to ARG shipping while at the same time:
vehicles and operating stocks were being offlcaded at Dalang in prepar-
ation for moving into the BLT's new AO at Hill 10, Augmented trucking
w:8 requcsted from and supplied by the lst Marine Division and all ve-
hicles and cargo were relocated at Hill 10 by 23 Sept. Battalion op-
eration stocks werc located at Hill 34 alung with ISU maintenance per-
sonnel, The major problem encountered during this time was a failure
on AG's part to provide boating to pick up the Class Iand V resupply
items at Bridge Ramp on the schcouled dates which were pre-arranged
before the operation thus resulting in brief shortoges of certain high-
usage items of small arms ammunition,

Food/Water, &4ll food oonsumed during Operaticn ‘DEFIANT STAND came
from stocks in the BSA. Water was obtained from water buffalos which
were refillcd ot the AGG's two LSDs, COLONILL and WHETSTONE, twice daily
by a 1G¥-8-whultle boot .HGt medds were prepared aboesd-the LPH,Iwo.Jima
durins the latter half of the operation amd ene (1) company per day
received cne (1) "AM raticn and iced juicc drinks, Canned frult juice,
chocolate milk and SP packs werc sent to the companies from the BS:

. every two (2) or thrce (3) days on the regular resupply run. At the

Hill 10 AO thc companies arc preseuntly subsisting on MCI's with water
provided from water Doint at Hill 10, All company positions presently
have somec messhall facilities cn positione While considcrable improve-
nent 4m nceded to moke these messing facilitics operable, every effort
is being made to esteblish working messhalls at the company GTU's in the
near future, '

Maintenance. lst Force Service Regiment (FSR) provided this unit with

" the necessary support in repairing deadline cambat essential equipment

and we arc still in the state of Cel operationnl readincsa, Items that
have been deadlined for 3rd and hith echelon repair have either been ’
f?replac:cd by Float Maintenance Equipment or turned in for repair and re-
‘turned to the BLT within a short time., The only combat loss sustained
during Operation DEFIANT STAND was the total destruction of one (1)

18 " ENCLOSURE (1)
SECRET

SECRET"

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

IVIPSA due to a land mine, The amtrac has been replaced by a float
vehicle from FIC, DaNang,

‘ d, Oamp Facilities Devclopment. At the Hill 10 A0, BLT personnel are live
Tng 1n Tour (L) permanent or semi-permanent camps and the BLT has at-
tempted to improve existing facilities within its capability. Several
problem areas exist at the Hill 10 centonment that will require major
engineering improvements to cerrect im the near fatwrée These engineer=
ing assistance project areas are as follows: coamplete rowiring of the
cantonment electrical system; installation of 2 water purification unit
at Cobb Bridge; repair/relining cof overhead water storage tank at "AY
Co/FSB Sixshooter, west of Dai La Pass; camplete repair of messhall
plumbing and waste disposal drainage systems; clearing and:. g
‘of weather-beaten ammunition storage arens to provide adequate space
and . overhead cover and protection from monsoonal climate conditions,
Major stortages of camp property include two (2) ME-10 messhall re-
frigerators.

9. NEW TECHNIQUES

Reference enclosure (3), Sensor Implementation, Report and Critique.-

10, IRAINING

a, A total of two hundred and fifty (250) newly joined porsonnel attends.
ed Indoctrination class,

. _ '. (1) 4 total of eifht (8) personnel attended formal schools as follows:
(2) NCO Leadership Schocl - four (k) - Camp Hansen, Okinawa.
(b) M-79 Schocl - four (L) é;DaNaﬂg RVN,
(2) 'l’he above is in addition to the weekly tfaining schedule which
is being condrcted un Company level, A total of two (2) train-

inz schedules were distributed to the oampanies.

11, COMMUNICATION

a, Oeneral.

The communication platoon cperated cne (1) cammand post on Barrier

Island and one (1) eboard the LPH-2 Iwo Jima wmtil 18 Sept. 69, On 18
Sept. 69 the command post on Barrier Idland was secured and all person=
nel returned to the LPH, On 18 Sept. 2 liaison visit to 2/26 was made,
On 19 Sept the forwaerd echelon air lifted imto 2/26 A0 to exchange Come
munication equipment, Birht hundred and ten (810) lbs of communtcation
equipment and ten (10) communicators were in the forward echelons On

20 Se;t. the chanse over was campleted.
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(1) Barrier Island radio circuits were the Bn, TaC, Coy TRG, SLFIMAC,
TAC/LOG, HST., TACP local NGF, FD/CMD, HR/TAR, and liaison cir-
cuit with KIC,

.(2) 19 Sept. the Bn, COC and necessary radio circuits were installed

at the 2/26 area (Hill 10), One radio with cperator was installed
at Hill 34 on the Log/Admin circuit,

Radio itelay

Yo radic relay was used on Barrder Island. 1/26 radio relay team tock
over the 2/26 radiov relay site.

Wire

Switchbonrds were installed at the cormand post and =t Delta Company

. position on Barrier Islend., This was secured on 18 Sept, 1969, Switche

boards and telephone comwunication exist from Hill 10 to 26 Marines and
1st Marine Division telephone system,

Message Center

tessaze Center wos established aboard the LiH-2 until 20 Sept., Camm/
Crypto guard was passed Lo 26th Harines effective 2012002 Sept. 1969,
Message Center was established at Hill 10 on 20 Sept 1969 with couricr
runs to 26th hiarines twice daily at 0830H and 1530H,

Maintenance/Supply

Maintenance was aboard the LPHe2 until 20 Sept 1969, On 20 Scpt. maine
tenance wes cstablished at Hill 10, No suyplics.held at Hill 10, '

Sirnificant Events )

At Hill 10 the camp had two (2) electrical systems installeds The
generator had not had proper preventive maintenance and the phases of
the gencrator were not balanced, The wiring (electrical) was bad
and created a safety hagard, .

12, CIVIC ACTION

Leaflet drops werc conducted on 26, 27, 29, and 30 Scptembei' 1969, .
vicinity of AT $21728 o AT 926705 and AT 952650 to AT ShLéhh., Also
requested leaflet dreps for cther areas in the A0 to be announced
later, . ' - "

20
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Three (3} Dleces of 3 X 6 tIn were taken to 2 villager?s house near
4n Phuoc Hi:h School on 27 Sept 1969 to repair the building that was
damared by a BLT 1/26 2% ton truck. We made a token payment of 300
$UN for replacement of a water jug which was also Jamaged, Owners
of the building werc satisified.,

A Med Cap was cundicted on 29 Sept 1969 at Hicu Due Hirh School, Ape

" proximately 100 people were treated for minor ailments, also 15 teeth

d,

extractions wcre made by the dental techniciane

Solatium payment was made to Tran Van Tu on 30 Sept 1969 for the amount
of 1000 $VN for accident of 23 Sept 196¢ in which his Honda=50 was

damased by 2 Merine jeep frem BLT '1/26.

MEDICAL 4ND DEUTAL

8,

b,

Te

Medical.
(1) Locotion of the 3AS: Ol Sept 6% to 18 Sept 69 (USS Iwo Jima)
19 Scpt 69 to 30 Sept 65 (Hill # 10)
(2) Number of Doctors/Corismen: O Dental Officer
02 Doctors
71 Corpsmen.
Ol Dentzl Technician
(3) Casuzlties/Injuries treated:
{(a) Combat: 37
(b) NoneComb=t: 562

Dental

(1) Lccation of Dental Clinic: Ol Sept 69 to 30 Sept 69 USS Iwo Jima -

(2) Number of perscnncl treated: Information not available,

Sicnificant Bvents., HM3 EDW.WD C, KsLINA, B81L 69 08, USN, killed in
acticn on 10 Sestember 1969,

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

a,

Personnel
(1) Lt. Y. 4. WILL, CHC, USHR

(2) L/pl, T, V. WILSQN, Chapleints Driver
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be Services Conct

(1) Cumulative Total 7, Attendance 2441
A (2) Cummunions given 194
‘ ¢. Counselling
(1) Pre-liarital « O
(2) Marital - 2
(3) Perscnal - 16
(4) Religicus = 1

d, Hospitsl and Brig Visits

(1) Briz -0

(2) Hospital - 2 - 16 patients visited.

22, ENCLOSURE (1)
SECRET

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

‘ SECRET “

SECRET

PART IV
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~r2 1y Unit Journal

- 2¢ Report/Critique of Sensor Implementation
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Seyeral probiems arose becau.ae the Hiniaids were emplaced. poorly., Ine

e -_-_ d gQQ meters apart, they were set gpproximately 75
o 10Q meters 2 ap T problem encountered was that two (2) strings
of genso;'s were @ ~<;‘ p % he vicinity of vill;.ges. "This resulted in an
undue amount of asptlva’ov,‘.ong aused by animals and villagers in the area,
Iy ’1-; rd lJz-oblem xeaul’bed off the numerous trall systems that existed in
the arca, Becauye of the number of trails and the lack of previcus informe
ation eonceming their trafficability , therg was no rel;;,able guldeline to
use when ¢ Iac!.ng ;ihe qgnﬁ 5% fourth problem cncountered was the dircct
re§ult of !gﬁc :t,erra e aj Barrier Island consists mostly of
sandy terram and sca.ttem & vl}. ‘'shrubs, It would be advantagecus to de-
sign an antenna who mnepf}ape would corpespond to the ‘terrain in such

-area.s, The cx:.gting ant,enna is eapily recopnized, 4 final problem cxiste
‘ed bcnause the sensors We e

mplaged on the west.c gide of the Truomg
Giang River,  The m?a were fopced to remain on the western side for an
entirc nipht, Dur;ing this.period, they were constantly confronted with
emall epms fire, ' Becausg uf th "ls ingident, it becamg impractical to use
INT!s to checle ’t.he rc.gult of fire missions. Consequently, the results

_o,f Iire miss;long went uqknown. '

e ma.in prublep\ enc:ount@red with the P-sids was their extreme sensitivity,
oHE it:stq' ey, Delta Ce mpany had omployed P-sids along a trail approxie
mat,dy 800 moters £ y position, The sensitiyity setting uscd was
one, " was i‘.,und thﬂ ci’&* #4ne the 10B's were fired in the Battalion
CP the J?-Sids were activa.ted% The qansors were locsted approxinately
2,000 meters fron t.he 3&}5 'ss b

Becp.usa the Ba.t ,a.lion Was ocquyinc a blocking posi‘biun ; many of the Pesids
were ut 1jzed around peripeters, In these cases, Bravo and Charlie Come
pan:g.ea ‘ound the f-sid.s o be invaluable and have requested mcre of them,
.Althuugﬁ no 'kills’ ;esult ad from their use, several company commanders b=
%131?9 ‘that ‘the advance warning they received gnabled them to employ theiw
16,0113 mortars. m.ey fc}.t this disrupted the enemy and prevented them from .

_‘oeine able to mount gumr:.ze av oacks with RPG's and other orsanic weapons,

SENSO'% READOU‘I‘

Number ‘of ‘gensors = 9

Number of strings « 3

Numben of significa,nt, sightings - h3
Nmnber of f;lre miss:luns bt 36 o
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