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HEADQUARTERS

2d Mattalion, 2650 Marines
3d Mirine Division (Rein), FMF

) DECLASS,F 'EB FPO San Francisco, 96602 - A | ..31&)

3/MEP/ehm -
23 April 1967

| 0017 467
Froms Comranding Officer- ‘
Tos Commanding General, 3d Marine Division
Via: Commanding Officer, Lth Marines

Subges Combat. Operations After Actions Report. _

| ”Ref“: (2) Map: Vietnam, AMS series, L701h, Sheets 6LL1 I, 6hb2 8
1. Code Name, Operation BigHorn '

2+ Dates of Ogératim. 091500!-1 Apr 67 to 2124008 ‘Apr 67

. Location., PHONG DIEN, RVN

!} Task Organization

24 Bn, 26th Marines ... 1tCol FIGARD

THS.Co (=) R | Capt WALKE
Co E. {Rein) 4 ( : ~~ Capt FULFORD
Co®. | |

Det, HZS Co
Det, Comm P1t
 Det, Med P1t
FO Team, 8Imm Mortar P1t
FO Team, Btry B, 1lst Bn, 13th Mar

Co T (Rein) - fapt FORTE

CoF .
Deb, H4S Co
Det, Comm P1t
Det, Mad P1t
. FO Team, Slrmm Mortar Plt
FO Team, Btry B, 1st Bn, 13th Mar

Co G (Rein) ' " Capt 00TS

Co o
Det H&S Co .

‘Det, Comm PLt o g,‘ n
ggt%eﬁ? Fimm Vorkar P& R DEOLASS‘F E

FO Team, Btry B, 1st Bn, 13th Mar -y p\
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Co ¥ _(Rein) : Capt ROZMAN

CoH
Det, HRS Co
Det, Comm P1t
Det, Mzd P1t
' FO Tecam, 81mm Mortar Plt
FO Team, Btry B, 1lst Bn, 13th Mar

5+ Supporting Forees

Ae Artillery
& (1) F&I's were uscd ‘extensively during the operation, both in
direet and direct fire weapons, Direct fire weapons used for HET fireés

weres 106mm recoilless rifles, 90mm tank guns, LOmm M-42 eand .50 cal.
quad- mounts,

(2) Due to the nature of the battalion's operatism and lack of
target_.s nore extensive use of artillery was not practical,

be ltir

(1) The battalion was 1ifted by helo fréom the Canyon Area of
Operation to the DaNang Airfield on 9 April 1947, The lift commenced

" at approximately 1100H and the entire battalion was extracted by ape

LR L
7

p roximately 1500H. Marine C=130's were standing by at DaNang for
ivmediate loa_qing and further transportation to Phu Bai,

(2) At 500H 11 April 1967 Company F was helo lifted from the
base camp area to hill 51 (Viec 549281), The 1ift was scheduled to
cormence at O700H however; the 24 Bn, $th Mar was being lifted at the
same time and Ar was over committed,

‘ (3) 2t 1630H 21 April 1967 epproximately 80 personnel of Company

7 were lifted from hill 51 (Vie 5h9281) to the base csmp &rea with no

problems baing encountered.

(4) The battalion requested no further air sunport sther than
MedEvacs, recon flights and normal resupply. MedEvacs were requested
2 ver the TACP local net and rcaction time was short considering the
astonce involved. Reeon flights were provided on a daily basis by Lth
Marines, ,

6. Intelligence
a, FEncmy situation et beginning of Operatimn -
(1) The cnemy has recently conducted company sized attacks
against friendly units that were either small in size or located in
isolated areas. Other units had received enemy mortar sttacks and

frequent probing of perimeters, Patrals occassionaly received sniping
fire,
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Bs S\mma'ry of eﬁemy' pers-nnel 'md equipment losseés,
‘ (1) TN KIA (prob) 2 | |
(2) Weapons Captured 1
¢+ Weather an? Terrain |

(1) frequent thunderstorms sceurpsd during the period which -
restricted tie use of helieopters due to reduced visibility. Howewer,
whesa evorms ware usvally of short duration and normal eperations were
not 1ntcrrurtk w . :

(2) The operating area was predominately the low hills, morth
of the CO BI-THON TON Valley and the steeper ridges southwest of the
-72lley. On the ridges and slopes vegetation was extremely dense with
the initial rfrowth being 12 to 18 feet high.

7;. Missiona To reinf:\rce the Lth Marine Regiment and t5 ¢ onduct opersw
ll"“’lS as ulrectpd

8 C—nccnt of Operatioms, As 'assigned by hth Marines

9. Execution, The battalion was participating in Operation Canyon On
9 Apr 67 when.a message was received from the Commanding Officer, 1st
Yarines at approximtely 0930H, to make immediate preparations for a
helis Jift 4o DalNang LAirfleld for further movement north, A helo 1lift
was eommenced al approximately 1100H and completed at approximately
16001, The battalion was immediately lifted to Phu 'Bai by C-130
L:ch"'a*ft and then moved by truck convoy to the Operati'm BigHorn
sparating arca, ’

Company G was: Chopped OPCON to the 3d Bn, 26th Marines at Phu Bai,
rejoining the battalion at anproximately 1100H on 21 Apr 67,

The battallon wag assigned the responsibility of perimeter
defense £or the lith Marines C.P, and ISA ares. This required one rifle

“chrpany, Company Hy-and a portion of HRS Company, ‘A posrtion of the
perimenter was also monned by Headquarters Company, Lth Marines, and
the 24 Bn, 12th Marines,

Gompany F wes assigned the mission of defending hill 51, ™ §h9281
and Company ® was chopped OPCON to the 24 Bn, 9th Marines for s _Search
and Destroy Operati-n, Company B suffered 1 KIA and 2 WIA while OPCON
to 24 Pn, 9th Mar, -

At 1109157 Company H relleved Company B, 24 Bn, 9th Mar and H&S

Company relieved U5 Co, 2d Bn, 9th Mar on perimeter defence,

At 1315358 Company F relieved Company G, 2d Bn, 9th Mar on Hill 51,
D 549251, -

At 1217157 Company B returned OPCON to this organization,

At 1306108 Company E occupied a blocking position at YD 523287 to
assist the 24 Bn, 9th Mar conducting a search and destroy operation, One
platomm of Company F occupied o blacking position in the vicinity of YD
560280 to assist in the same Jperation,

ft 1I41110H at YD 523288 Company E spotted 2 v at m 52,273, Tanks
in Airect support »f Company B fired 3 raunds of HE resulted in 2

V¢ KIA (Prob). < D DEO\.ASS
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At 141:30H at YD 552293 Company F patrol from the blocking position
trinped » surprise firing “evice believed to be & 105mm round resulting
in 3 USMC “TTA, one of which later died of wounds,

At 1519304 at YD 506228Y Company ¥ sighted 2 VC wearing dark clothing
at YD 550270 running west, Engaged with 9 rounds HE and 5 rounds
i1lumination from Bimm Mortars. Good target coverage an? observation
conbinue’ w1l xeon nizht light with no positive results.

Ay 1612108 at YD 51132} Company ¥ 3d Platoon was c¢snducting a recon
patrol n~rthwest of the perimeter when they received sniper fire from
the vicinity of YD 507323, Fire was returned with an M-h2, hOrm, A
aroen star clriier appeared in response, The platoon immediatly ceased
Tire and shaerved friendly troops appraximately 500 meters to their front,

Lkt 1€200CH at YD 556287 Company F 1st Platoon located three booby
traps.. One boshy trap was tripped causing ome USMC WIA, not eveced. The
sther two were blown in place,

A% 1612158 at ¥D 51132L a menber of Company F received an injury to
his i.g = a punii stake. He was treated at BAS and returned to duty.
4% 1823208 in the vicinity of YD 557297 a Company F platoon sized

ambush recoived bt £9 5 rounds of smel) arms fire ant observed one VC,
Tae potodl roturned 4O=50 rounds of small aems fire. The area was
searched with nezative results.

A% 191L55H ot YD 555283 Company F: Platoon sighted 5 personnel moving
south at YD 555272, dressed in black, wearing white vietnamese hats
snd corrving on wknown osbject, An artillery fire mission was called
an? all movement in the area ceased, i

20 20040C the 24 Bn, 26th Marines (=) (Rein), consisting of Company
R, %wo ml-toons and a command group of Company F and the Battalion
C~rennd Grop commenced a search and destroy operation in the vieinity of

YD 1825 ond ¥D 925, :

L, 200720H at,YD 488249 Company E found a 500 1b bomb dud, L
bunkn.rs), 4tw> ChiCom grenades and a claymore mine, All were destroved
iritn C-dje . T

£+ 2108104 Company E spotted L VC on a trail at YD 493253,
Aparoxirately 20 rounds of small arms were received, Three rounds -
60mm $ortar, 8 romds M=79 and 50 rounds of small arms were returhed,
The Vg broke contact, the area was scarched with negstive results,

A% epproximately 211700H the Command Group returned to the battalion
area and the search and destray operation was terminated,

At 212L00H Operation DigHorn was terminated,

10, Results
a. Pricndlr losses
(1) Ccasunltiess L WIK

1 DT
3 NBC

(2) Bquipment/Materials None

be TEncmy losses

(1) Casualties: 2 KIA (Prob) ’ DECLASSIFIED

(2) Eauipment/Materials 1 Carbine

e h 5
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cs £1) areas in which artillery missione were called were nst searched
e to the nature of the operation. No CAS missions were called,

d. o material or foodstuffs of U.S, orgin were recovered,

11, Administrative Matters. An administrative plan for the movement of
this hattall.on from Danang into Operation BigHorn was non-existent.

N5 initial warning was received of the pending movement from MaNang to
BigHorn an’ ns a result troops were inadequately prepared,

de Surpiy
(1) Resupply »f classes I, II, IV and V was accomplished
through the Lth Marines Regimental S« and the local ISA, Some class
II itens such as batteries were sbtained initially from this saurce, The
battalion organie supply aceount was gradually brought to Phu Bai and
Class IT supplies were later drawn from that source,

(2) Resupply during Operation BizHorn has been by helicapter end
by armored colum, Helicopter resupply Wwas coordineted throughtthe ISA
t 0 the Regimental Selj and the Repimantal 3ix Officer, . L

(3) Combat loads for assault troops has consistently been: four
3T, Beste aliowance of ammmition and two canteen of water, addltionally
t-20p8 coory A Flzht marchinz pack with entrenching t9ol and wear the
Yot mppoy,

Y, Matabenance
(1) Approximately twelve days after arrival of the battalion
Lac mob e transport and ordngnce seetions were eble to displace to the
forwaed Command Past, Until this time a motor transport repair capae
bilii *ms noa-existent exiept on a limited basis from other units, Ordnance
redeir oo acearplished by chipping damaged weapons back to Phu Bai by
wruck oovrar 2 submituineg these weapons o FLOO-AL-

2. Trestmenh of easuliles and evscustion and Hospitaiization

(1) cCasurlties weme treated in the field by corpsmen and evaces
ated to Fhu Bai by helicopter if required, A Battallion Add Station
with a Iimited capability was established within the Gommand Post,

d, Trensportation

(1) Trensportation of troops and equipment in tactical amd
administrative noves was aceomplished by tactieal truck convoy or,
helicopter as roovdsted through the hth Marines Regimental S-hi,
Difficulty was nal in aequiring sufficient truckage to move needed
suprlies and equipment from Phu BDal to Big Horn.

.. commiostims ‘DECLASSIFIED

(1) Normal commmications with the PRC=25 were emplaoyed, ¥o
prohlems were encountered,
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(1) o melical problims were encountered,

33 Commanders .Pmc}tz_i‘_. The ares beyond (sauth) of the CO BI~THON TON

wn1BE 7 7557 area £5 position a battaliom which could work at will
throughout the ridgés and valleys which typify the area and which are
thutes for vc wnits, An additional battalion coul! work the valley
proner and keep the VO of f balance throughout the entire area,
In the fic¥a if PsyOps, a Chieu Hoi reception poinft has been established
vicinity YD 51632} with taped music and voice prosrams. This is used in
conjunetion with namphlets aronped throughsut the area,

Re f (.-nf'atims, That a rifle battalion be based in the mres south
TON TON Valley and work Company and Platoon sigzed patrols
and ambushes throughout the area, changing base camp locations every

48 hours,
A A Getber—

© A L. M. BAKER
By direction

11..

T DECLASSIFIED
v i 6 S

. DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

o - T — T e RS T IR T T e e . _

: Yoo 224 C"’“‘”’{ 0028 6G7

HTADQUARTRRS
2d Battalion, 26th Marines O G
3d Marine Piwision (Rein), FMP Lot U
FPO, San Franciseoq 9630:
£750
3/KEMAL —
13 June 1967

Ser: 004467

Froms Comanding Officer
Toz Commandant of the Matine Corps (Code AOB)
Vias Commanding General, 34 Marine Division

*
e

Cvbj: Command Chrenology for period 1 ‘W' 1967 to % m&-l?&’]" f
Refs ga) MCO 5750,2 |

bg FMFPACO 5750,8
c) Div0 5750.1.5.
Fnels (1) ‘/Zd Battalion, 26th Marines Cormand Chromology

1, In accordance with references (a), (b), and (c), enclosm‘e (1)
1 s submitted, A

2, Downgraded at three (3) year intervals, declassified after twelve (12)

D, B. CHAPLIN :

years.
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HEADQUARTERS
24 Battalion, 26th Marines
3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
¥PO, San Francisco, 95602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
L¥ayhT to Tays?

INDEX | _

PART I CROANIZATIONAL DATA SHEET

PART II _.NARRATIVE SUMMARY

PART III e SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
PART IV__._. o __SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS °
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ORGANIZATTONAL DATA

1, Designation Commanders
2d Battalion, 24th Marines LtCol C R. FIGARD 1-17 Ma

LtGol W, J. MASTRRPOOL 18

Maj. J. H. LANDERS 26-27 May 1967
LtCol, D. D, CHAPLIN 27-31 May °

SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Co Capt A. J. WALKE
Capt A, H. MILLIGAN

nEn Co Capt F.D. FULFORD

npn Co Capt G. E, FORT
Capt M. PIPER

nGH Capt S. B, O0TS

ngn Capt J. J. ROZMAN

ATTACHED UNITS

None
2. Location

t-15 May 1967 Phu Bal, RVN
16-31 May 1967 Cam Lo, RVN

3. Staff Officers

Executive Officer Maj J. 4. LANDERS

s-1 1st Lt J. A. RHODES
52 ‘ 2d Lt W. A. BROWN
S-3 Maj D. L. YOUNG
Maj E. R. SAVOY
Sk Capt L. M. Baker
s-5 2dLt B. B. C. FELLINGER

o Average Monthly Strength

USHC USN
EF - ML OFF T ENL
37 1132 2 53

3
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1-19 May 1967
20=31 May 1967
1-31 May 1967
1-28 May 196%
29-31 May 1967
1-31 May 1967
1-31 May 1967

131 May 1967

R

1-31 May 1967

1-31 May 1967
1-17 May 1967

18-31 May 1967

1-31 May 1967
1-31 May 1967

OTHER

None -.
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G RO NARRATIVE SUMMARY
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The month of May proved to be a very active period for the 2nd Bn,
26th Marines, The first few days-was spent on the final phase of Operation
SHAWNEE, On 5 'May 1967 2d Bn, 26th Marines was returned to the lith Marines
CP area to resume perimeter security and active patrolling.

On 8 May 1967 Co F/2/26 assumed mission of sereening force for sweep
being conducted by 2d Bn, 9th Marines and 2d Bn, 4th Marines in the PHONG
DIEN area, They were later joined by Co G and conducted a coordinated
swaep of the PHONG DIEN SONG, Results of Operation SHAWNEE: Friendly -
KIA 1; DOW 3; WIA 26, Enemy « KIA (C) 3; KIA (P) 9; WIA(C) 13 POW
1; Detainess 15. -

On 15 May 1967 2d Bn, 26 th Marines depaﬁbed hth Marines CP for 9th
Marines operating’area and became OPCON 9th “arines, leaving 2d Plt, H Co
OPCON lth Marines, 2d Bn, 26th Marines moved by moter march to DOVMG HA,
arriving late in the afternoon. Supported by tenks and entos they were
moved to north of CAM LO and Joined Operation Prairie IV which was already
in progress. -Th2 night of 1% May passed without incident,

At aboub 161300 June 1967, the 2d Bn,~26th Marines w=s heavilv enzaged
at close range with the NVA, On 17 June 1967 the 2d Bn, 26th Marines was
heavily engaged, LtCol FIGARD, Bn CO was medevaced as & result of an NVA
mortar attack on the Bn CP, "Also at the time the Air Ijaison Officer,
Artillery Liaison Officer, S-3 Operations Officer, and HO) Commandant was
medevac 58 the result of the same mortar atback. The Bn X0 assumed come"
mand, Late that afternoon LtCol MASTERPOOL assumed command of 2nd Bn,
26th Marines, The Battalion continued mission until 170001H when Operation
Prairie IV ended and Operatiorn HICKORY began. On 232L00H the Battalion —
chopped OPCON 9th Marines and became OPCON 3d Marines. The morning of 26
Mav 1967 a recon flight with the Battaliont's €O, and XO along with the
COts of H/2/26 and K/3/L aboard the helicopter, was shot down by NVA
ground firs, All personnel aboard was rescued by chase helo and LtCol
MASTERPOOL was medevaced-to DCNG HA., Maj LANDERS assumed cormand of the
Battalion, On 27 May 1967 LtCol CHAPLIN assumed Command of 24 Bn, 26th
Marines. On the 16th until the 28th of May the Battalion was in almost
constant contact with the NVA, Being subjected to heawy SA, Mortar,
Rocket, and Artillery fire. The problem of coordination of supporting
arms became often critiecal. During air operations artillery was restricted
in their firing missions when in fact there was no air operation in the
vicinity., Often during an arty fire mission air would come into area
and cause a cease fire when nir was not requested, This condition
continued until the end of May. At 282L00H operation Hickory was concluded
and operation Praris IV resumed. On 312100 speration Prarie IV concluded
and operation Cimmeron began., Results of action from 16 to 31 May: ’
Friendly -'RIA 33; DOW 2; WIA 32L. Enemy = KIA (C) 2195 XIA (P) 2203
Detainees kL,
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1. Logistics.

a» Supply activity during the month of May centered around resupply
of wnits in field «combat operations and in replenighment of damaged or
lost equipment subsequent to the operation. From the 1lat of May to the
15th of May this battalion was on operation Shawnee. During this operation
we had our organic supply located in Phu Bai, We were given excellent.
logistical support by the Lth Marines S-L and most classes of supply were
in abundance. From 15 May to 31 May this battalion partieipated in
Operation Prairie IV, Hickory.  'The opérations wers
conducted in the area of Con Thien, Our orgamic supply remained in Phu Bai
and due to lack of transportation could not give the battalion: any
logistical support., We had a very small rear located st Dong Ha and all
classes of supply used by our battalion had to be requested from T"L‘iG nan
1ocatsd at Dong Ha,

be Mzintencnee within the battalion was fair. At the end of May &
total of five vehicles were on deadline, one M-L22A1 was on 3d echelon
deadline, three 27hA-2 were on 3d echelon deadline and one M-27L was
on second echelon deadline. Receipt of spare parts continued to be
spasmodic., Most weapons and communications equipment were returned to
FLSG nAM for repair. Support for repair of critical items th=t should
have been returned to this unit for use on the above mentioned onerstions
wag almost nonexdstent.

ce Food Service: 4 battalion mess was established at the Shmwmee
area the entire month. A-rations were delivered daily by truck convoy
from Phu Bai. From 15 May to 31 May this battalion ate only C-rations
with supplemental juice and fruit scquired from the breakout stores at
Dong Ha. While this battalion was in the field our mess fed 2d Battalion
hith Marines and other supporting units located in the Shnhwnee area, It
was found while in the Shawnee area there was a lack of ice. The ice
acquired had to be brought from Phu Bai and at the end of this long trip
most of this ice had melted.

d. Transportstion and Roads: Organic supplies and equipment were
transported from Thu Bai to Shawnee by truck convoy. A convoy operated
daily from Phu Bai to Shawnee area. Tactical movement of troops was
by truck convoy and by helicopters, All roads in the area were controlled
and maintained by the Lth Marines. One household truck was received
daily for water resupply and trash collection. On 15 May this battalion
except for two battalion rears were moved by truck convoy to Nong Ha
and from there oun into the Con Thien operating area,

e. Water in the lth Marines area was a constant problem. The water
capacity of the local water point was insufficient to meet the needs of
this unit in several instances., On various occasions two to three hours
were required to f£ill one water trailer M-107, Availability of shower
water was generally not good., The battalion received constant assistance
from the lIth Marines S-Ii concerning this problem and the situation
improved gradually. While operating in the Con Thien area this battalion
had to be resupplied with water, the only problem in this area was the

availability of water cans,
" DECLASSIFIED
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£, Motor transport within the battalion was improved by the
establishment of 211°battalion vehicles into a central battalion -
motdy pool, Although, uring the second half of the month some of our
 wehicles were located &t Dong Hajaway from our organic mmtenance.
- Also Auring this month, we were hurt by the.transfer of a number of our
experienced mechanics and our Motor Transport Chief having to zo on
. emergency leave.

B Embarkatim‘w;thi.n t‘:;e‘battalion mainly concerned the desplace-
ment of equipment and persounel from Shaunee to Dong Ha and the ~ ..
Con Thien operating area. This battali on was moved by a fortv-five .

~tridck convoy to Dong Ha and the Con Thien operating area,

h, -Hospitalization and evacustion: Casualties from field operations

were detained at Regimentel Aid or in the case of the Con Thien
opernting area "DV Med from which they were cleared and sent 5 other
medical facilities, located in or out of country. Some evacuees were
treated at the Bsttalion Aid Stotion and returned to duty, Evacuation.
was accorplished by helicopter or truck convoy, '

L Enclosm:‘e 1)
o - DEGLASSIF
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PART III

PERSOMNEL AND AIMINISTRATION

1. Personnel

-0

Number of replacements received: 18 USMC enlisted; 9 USMC officers;

1L USN enlisted.

be

Ca

de

Number of personnel rotated: 17 enlisted

Number of personnel lost through attrition other than rotation:

(1) WIa - 32b

(2) Dow - I

(3) KIA = 33

(4) Humanitarian/Emergency transfers - 2

(5) Non-Batt.e injuries - 6

(6) Intra-division/regiment transfers - 1 Officer, 57 enlisted

During May, 127 out-of-country R & R quotas were received and hb, in-

country R & R quotas to China Beach were received,

Ce

Special Services, There were no Special Services activities this

month due to the battalion being tactically committed in the field.

2., Administration

Qe

Be

Ce

de

Awards

(1) Purple Hearts - 305
Promotions

(1) To Staff Sergeant - 3

(2) To Sergeant - 2

(3) To Corporal - 50

(L) To Lance Corporal ~ 105
Yostal Service ~ satisfactory,

Exchange facilities - available and stocked with necessities,

Court -~ Martials

COMPLETED PENDING
General Court lMartial — 0 0
Special Court Martial 0 0
Summary Court Martial 0 - 2
‘ Enclosure (1)
7 g
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&?&ﬁg&ﬁﬁ“ INTELLIGENCE

1. Summafy of Enemy Situation at Begimning of Period

a. Co Bi Thanh Tan Area

(1) Priendly uni ts continued search and destroy operatioms
against local VC forces and elements of the 800th, 8024, 804th, B06th, and
81hth MF Battalions., The enemy forces apnmared to be avoidine contact,
and were probably in a state of re-constituting their units ag a result of

receiving heavy casualties the previous month,

b, Cam Lo - Con Thien Area

{1) At the gepimning of the operation, an enemy unit estimated
to be of battalion size, was maintaining contact with friendly units,
Initially the enemy would attack with mortars to halt the advance of a
friendly unit, ti-n would opem contact with a heavy volume of small arms
fire, including numerous maching guns., . .

(2) As friendly units advanced through the objective ares, the
enemy began withdrawing towards the DMZ, The enemy continued to em ploy
mortars extensively, and frequently fired rockets and artillery, in an
attempt to delay the friendly units., While the enemy never attempted to
counterattack or to hoid any definite position he was found to be well
organized and well equippmed. On occassions when contact was made, the
enery econducted a well coordinated plan of defense and would not break
contact until friendly artillery was called,

2, Summary of Enemy Activity During the Period

a. Co Bi Thanh Tan Area

-

. (1) The enemy forces continued to avoid any major contact with
friendly untis, The enemy was very aggressive in initiating contact by fire
but would not attempt t o engare friendly units, Enemy sniners were
frequently encountered and heavy volumes of Small Arms Fire were not
uncommon. The enery relied primarily on harassing attacks to delay and
disorganize units,

be Cam 1o = Con Thien Area

(1) The enemy conducted an orderly, and generally well coordinated
withdrawal as friendly units advanced through the objective area, The
enemies tactics were to maintain contact by distant Samli Arms Fire, mortar,
artillery, and/or rockets to slow the advance of friendly units during the

daylight hours, then to frequently mortar de fensive positions at night,
To illustrate the enemie s defense in depth, Ammex (D) depicts the enemies
defensive installations, and mortar, artillery, and rocket positions.

3. Sumery of Enemy Personnel and Equipment Losses

2. Co Bi Thanh Tan gggitﬁﬁgsﬁEn
(Iy" Rratow 3 ’
piiosiingith, T

Enclosure (1)
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(2) xa (P) 3
(3) ™ 1
(L) Detainees 15
(5) Wpnts 1

be Cam Lo = fon Thicn Are.

(1Y kA (C) 219
(2) xa (7)) 220
(3) ©w 0

- (4) Metairees
() wpnts 9

" h. Weather and Terrain

2. Co BI Thanh Tan

1) Weqther. No adverse weather conditions occured during the
perioed,

(2) Terrain., The operating arez was predominantly jungle covered
mountains restricting movement to existing trails, and in almost all
cases, trails had to be cubt through the undergrowth to facilitate
movement, The slopes of hills range from gentle to steep, hills were
separated by valleys and stream beis, Water was in abundance. Upon’
leaving the hills, the battzliosn moved through numerous rice paddies,

b Cam 19 « Con Thien Area o '

(1) Weather. WNo adverse weather conditions 6ccurred during the
per‘.lod. : .

(2) The objective area had two distinctive topographic regions.
T east portion of the area was predominately rolling plains of generally
less than 50 meters. .™is region had large area of opeh grasslands
flanked by hedgerows and dense secondary growth. Many cultivated areas
were found scattere? throughout the area and only a few native dwellings
were still useable, The secondary growth which separated the cleared and
cultivated areas”was extremely dense. The wide variety of closely
gpaced trees fomd in the secondary growth scverly restricted foot .
movenent and 1limited observation and fields of fire, The western portion
of the objective area consisted primarily of hills ranging up to 190 meters,
The vegetation on the hills was predominantly elephant grass, Strands
af forest were zensrally encountered on the slores of the hills, These
strands were usually smll in size, and the trees in them were zenerally
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paced i‘ar Pnouga apart that ease of movement could be rapidly mede, The
vegetation in the valleys separating the hills was predominantly burned out
forest., The “trees were sufficiently dense to prohibit direct movement
through them, but were also spaced well enough apart that ease of move~
ment could be rapidly made, The characteristics of the area favored the
enemy by providing him with ample cover and concealment faor versonnel/

equipment.
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M@M&%‘;SE?ED OPERATIONS AND TRAINING o

1. Operations

a. Mission Assigned

(1) During the period 1 May to OBOOH 15 May 1967 the Battalion was
assigned to condust a search and destroy operation in area (YD L4825, ™D L820,

YD 6020, 1D 62257,

(2) During the period 0801 15 May to 2400 28 May 1967 the Battalion
was assigned to conduct 2 search and destroy operation in area (YD 1366,

YD 1469).

(3) During the period 0001 17 May to 2400 28 May 1967 the Battalion
was assigned to conduct a search and destroy operation-in dreas (YD 1L69 north
to the southern boundry c f the [MZ, suuthwest to YD 0669),

(4) During the period 0001 29 May to k0O 31 May the Battalion was
agsigned to conduct search and destroy operation in area (YD 0769 south to

YD 0763).

b, k:-jor Operations Conducted. Opcrétion Shawnee 1 May to 0800 15 May
1507; Gpération Prairie L1V OB0L 15 May to 2400 18 May 1987; Operation
Hicrory 0COL 17 May to 2400 28 May 196753 Operation Prairie IV 0001 29 May
to 7h00 31 May 1967,

¢. Co.rrand and Control .
(1) Task Organization: During perizd 1 May 2o 2400 31 May 1967 the
Battalion was task crganized basicells awx follcus, For changes on specific

operations see note,

LsCoi. C.R, FIGARD 1-17 May—-67
2d Bn (Rein), 26th Marines I4Coic W.J, MASTERPOOL 17-26 May
Maje J, H, LANDERS 26-27-May 67
LtCol CHAPLIN 27~31 May &7

H&S Co
Det, Co €, 3d SP? Bn
Fli, Co G, 3d Ear Bn

Co E (Rein) Capt F.D. FULFORD

AR m— s a2 T T

Co I
Dev, EL3 Co
Let, Med Pit
Det, Comm P1t
FO Team, 81mm Mortar "1t
TAC Team :
F0O Team, Btry B, 1lst Bn, 13th Marines
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Go P (Reir , . 6.0, FORT 1-28 May 196
LIlen) PECLASSIFIED Cabe e I 2808 vy dod)
CoF ) L
Det, H&S Co T
Det, Med Plt

Det, Comm P1lt
0 Team, 81m Wortar P1t
FAC Teamnm
¥O Team, Btry B, 1lst Bn, 13th Mar

Co G (Rein) - Capt. S. E. 00TS

Co G
Det, H&S Co-
Det, Med P1t
Det, Comm Plt
FO Team, B8lmm Mortar Plt
A0 Team
FO Team, Btry B, 1lst Bn, 13th Map

w‘r-n R Y

Co H (Tein) Capt, J, J. ROZMAN

Co I
Tov. &S Co
Pe%, Med PLY
Dal;, Corm Plt
15 fzam, 8lmm Mortar Plt
FAC Uzam ’
FO Team, Biry B, ist 3n, 13th Har
Direct Supnord

L RUR P PR R £

Btwz B, 1st Bn, 23%h Yes, Gapt J. L. LATHROD

99u§%_éi TK Fn Capt. B, F, ENNIS
Lo €, 3d AT T Bn Cept P, E. BIRNE

Nete: 1. 2nd B, 26th Marines was OPCON to the following regiments during
the foilowirg peii-ds,

a. . ¥ay £o i5 May 1967, Lith lMarines
Lo 15 May to 2L May 1967, 9th Marines
2. 24 May to end of reportinp periad, 3d Marines
2. 2000 17 May 1967, Btry C, 1lst Bn, 12th Marines replaced Btry B, 1st
Bn, 13th Mar and renalned for duration of Operation Hickory until
end of reporting pericd; the ¥0 Team from Btry B, 1lst Bn, 13th
¥ar was retoined as 1iei®

3. The Tank/Anti~Tank Companies did not cive direct support to the
Bn until 15 May 1967 ani remaived throush end of reporting period,

i BARg ke I
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@t@a‘?z‘d& E uring the period 25 May to 27 Mar 1967 Co K, 34 Bn, hth Mar
. wa s OPCON to 2nd Bn, 26th Mar.

5 During the period 28 May to 29 May 1967 Co H, 2nd Bn,
% th Marines was OPCON to 3d Bn, lith Mar,

(2) Contrci: The AN/ERC=25 provided not only primary control during
the reporting period, but alst; dependable communications, Difficulties
were experienced several times due to the close assignment of frequencies
within the Command Group. The RC 292 antenna was used to maintain
c omunication mth Higher Echelon at all Command Post positions. :

2" Nuclear, Biological and. Chemcal Warfare -

a, There was no use of any equipment peculiar to CBR warfare, .
.. ...be All major :l.'bems of CBR equipment are on hand.

Qe Slgnii‘icant Events

(1) At 171700H, Co mpany G recen.ved two 1ncormn1ng rounds containing
gas similar to Chloroacetophenone or O-Chlorobenzylmalononitrile.

_{2) On 1B May Battalion received 1,200 gas masks at DONG HA.
3. Iraining
' a. The follomng tra:.ning was conducted.

(1) Two (2) staff NCO‘s attended Psrsonal Response 5chool
conducted by 3d Marine Division.

(2) Driver Tra ning was conducted by the Motor Transport Section
of H&S Compary, Familiarization firing of 1ndividua1 and crew served
weapons was conducted by all companies,

L. Signi ficant Events, Significant events pertaining to the period

DATE EVENT

1 May 1967 At 1200H, Command Group "B" and CompanyG and H OPCON to
hth Marines.
Raf: "Annex WA

2 May 1967 At 08104, Company G machine gun team moving from their night
position to another nearby position at YD 522180 trivped an
unknown explosive dev:Lce in a well camouflaged hole resulting
in 5 USMC WIA,

Ref: nAn
e Annex. A Enclosure (1)
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2 May 1967 At 1D0CH, Company F located two A/A firing positions at
1D 535196, Also found four borb shelters in area, No sign
of recent use; area heavily bombed and burned out,

Ref: Annex M"An

At 17151, Command Ceoup "B, Company G and H OPCON to 2/26,

Ref: Anmex min

3 May 1967 At 0930H, Command Gioup "B" received 8 rounds of sniper fire
from side of mountain during helo landing at YD 553220. Air-

‘strike called, sniper fire ceased,

Ref< Annex nan

At Z.C0H, Cempany G squad size ambush took 2 VO under fire with
SAF at YD 5372L4h. One VC conflrmedWIA, area searched at first

light with negative results,

Ref: Annesx mAn

I May 1967 At 1014H, Company H executed emergency medevac for 3 USMC WIA.
WIA's were a result of a booby trap at YD 517266,

Ref: Annex W ‘g;

At 1800H, Command Gr.oup "Bt Company G and CompaﬁyH retw rned
t o 4th Marines perimeter, Asgsumed OPCON of E/2/L.,

Refs Annex Wpn

5 May 1967 At OC2IH, Company F located one bunker 8x6x5 feet under
construction, One bunker covered with logs and leaves, Both

bunkers destroyed at YD 56521k,

Ref: Annex "An

' At 10LOH, Company F point man received SAF from 3 VC at
YD 555307. Returned fire and searched area with negative

~gsults,

Ref: Annex "A®

At 1LO0H, Company G and H 2/26 and Company E/2/li OPCON to

/94

Refe Annex nan

At 1515'H, Company E received 8~10 rounds sniper fire from ~° -

right flank at YD 533257 causing 2 WIA USMC,
and 20 60mm rounds in area of snipers.

Moo e Bfe | Annec wu EE
LRl b
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E@k%%zﬂ{“ At 1‘-"%07{ Comoany F. received 8 rounds SAF from YD h73h18
Retwrned fire with 100 rounds .cf 7 62 and 2 - 3,5 rockets.
Incoming fire ceased.

Ref: Annex "An"

At 1320H, Commany F spotted 9 VC, li of which were carrying

" weapons., Tir:d M-f? and small arms, VC broke to east and
west. While searciing area saw 1 VC swimming across stream
fired upon same observed VC to disappesr. Large quantities
of blood found in area. Resulting in 3 VC XIA,

Ref-‘ Annev: AN

- At IBJOH, man in Company F squad patrol tripped booby trap
- pésulting in one URMD WIA. WIA medevaced,

Ref': Annex " 4"

9 May 1967 At OOSGI Comany E, Lith Marines received 30 rounds incoming
mortar flre. Received 2 USMC WIA, Returned fire with 81lmm
and 105m., - -

Ref: Annex "A"
At 1300H, Company F patrol found one MIA2 grenade launcher
adapter, 20 rounds L5 cal ammo and LO rounds ,30 cal ammo
in hut occupied by Vietnamesz male, age 55, Male taken to
Company F C™ as detainee. A
Ref's A*mex AR

10 May 1967 At OuBhH, Company F patrol searched house at YD h35327 and
captured onc male Vietnamese age about 25, Detainee has no -
1D, Will be taken to CP,
Ref: Annex nmn

At 06).:0H s Company T sweeping forde moving west along trail
when 2 VC fired on point at YD 435377. Returned fire with
small arms, M-79 and 3.5 rockets, One USMC was WIA and
medevaced. : : :

_Ref: -Annex A"
09101{ s Company F block:.ng forees Spotted 3 Ve across river st
YD 444387, Fired and observed one to fall, One USMC drowned
while pursuing VC into river,

= Ref: Annex "An

s Enclosure (1)
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6 May 1967 At 12 ooq assumed OPCON E/2/L H/2/26 and G/2/26, 24 Bn,
26th Marlnes relieved 2nd Bn, 9th Marines of hth Marines

) BECI_ASS'HED perimster security-

Ref: Annex MAW

7 May 1967 At 1800H, Company E found ChiCom grenade boobytrap. Bocby trap.
. was not camourlaged and had trip wire attached.

Ref- Annex "An

At 2210H , Lth Marines complex received 21 rounds of 3 imming_
mortars. All rounds landed outsidé of perimeter wire,
resuibing in one U°MC WIA.

Ref: Annex "AY

8 May 1967 At 07028, Company E/2/26 found booby trap '15'" long holding

20 1bs of explosive. Booby trap had pressure type firing device
buried in road at YD j01L468. Booby trap blown in place.

Ref- Annex nAn

At 0930H, Company E spotted 5-8 Vietnamese at YD 3811:09,

when told to stop they ran. Fired on and observed two to
fall, Because of mission and size of unit further exploration
was not followed. Results 2 VC KIA (P). ~
'Re.;t; Anne.x naw

At IOOOH Company F blocking force received sniper fire from
one VC at. YD L96h2L, Returned fire with arty resulting in

one VC KIA(P).

R ef: Annex nAn o

At 1100H, Company F made contact with 25- 30 VC at YD h86h35
Received approximately 500 rounds SAF, returned with 5.56mm,

7.72mm and 3.5 rockets. VC hoke contact leaving two dead,
Resulting in 2 VG KIA.

Ref: Annex WAM

At 1120§ Company F captured one VC with weapon at YD LS6353.
VC taken to collection npoint,

Ref: Annex "A"
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10 May 1967 At 1020H, Company F blocking force received one Snip@h e
round wounding one USMC. Blocking force returned fire with,
un knowm results, ' . s

Ref: ZAmmex AN

A% 16054, Commany F blocking force recelved sniner fire gt

b)) h563900 Callec arty mission with gosd t.arget coverage,
" Heard loud screaming afteA shelling,

Rof: Annex "pn

11 May 1967 At 081 5H, 2 man from Company F patrol stepped in hole and
exploded booby trap at 1D L5438l Man wounded in right hand.

Ref': .‘innex npu

At OBSSH, a man from Comnany F stepped- in punji pit wounding
self in left leg,

Ref: Annex wAR

At 0930H, Company F sweeping force detained nine males at
YD h57382. Detainees taken to collection point,

Refo Amlm: narn

At 10k5H, Company F sweeping fotce search house at YD h3h372
and found 3 packs, lj canteens, 3 ponchos, NVA uniforms, Sfm
rounds .30 cal rounds, medical supnlies and NVA documents.
Sent same to S-2,

Ref: Annex n

At 1425H , Company F picked up one detamee ‘at YD h8h372.
‘Detainee has symptoms of rables. Taken to BAS,

Ref I3 Annm{ llAll

12 May 1967 At 120lH, Company H point wman tripped booby trap at D 58526h
resulting in five USMC WIA.

Ref: Annex "A"

At 1230H Company E, hth Marines plcked up three detainees at
YD 36511140. Tetainees taken to CP,

Ref: Annes taw

-
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13 May 1967° At 1105, man from Company E tripped 155mm bosbv trap et
YD 57%26li, Man was DOW before reaching BASS
Ref: Annex A"

1 May 1967 “At 0725H, Company E, Lith Marines Engineer Team found two
. © - ‘homemzde anti-perscmel rines at YD 384438 with pull-release
firing devices., Mi.es disarmed and turnmed into Division
Engineers. . E

Ref: Amex "A® ' :
At 17008, chepped d‘Pcdﬁ E/z/h to 9th Marines.
Ref: Amnex "A® |
15 May 1967 At 0B0OH, 2d ‘Battalicn, 26th Merines departed Lith Marines CP

for 9th Marines operating area. 2nd Plt, Commany H OPCON
lith Marines. : '

Ref:s Annea;_ e

At 1600H, Battalion moved to Prairie IV Operating Area,

e ’ Ref: Armex nCH ,
16 May 1967 At 0805H, tank hit mine resulting.in one USMC WIA.
Ref: Amnex %Cn ' :
At 1300H, Company F and Command Group. "B" received heavy SAF
from estimated reinforced NVA Company in the general area of
- ID 146700 to YD 147690, The first plt, Comwmany F remainad’
in contact, At 1415H Compeny G moved upand counter-attacked.
Arty and air missions were used until 1625H, The result

of this action was 15 USMC KTA, 60 USMC WIA, 79 NVA KIA(C)
and 7 NVA KIA(P), \

Ref: Annex nC"

17 May 1967 At 170001 H, Operation Hiclkory commences and Operation Praird IV
terminates.

Ref: Annex "GP

T - ' . . e A
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At 0530H, Company G heard noise in brush at YD 143692,

Fired apnroximately 100 rounds 5,.56mm resulting in 2 NVA
KIA(C).

Ref: Annex nB"

At Q70CH, Company ¥ point tripped ChiCom booby trap wounding
two USMC,

Ref: Annex #ow

At 15151, Company H spotted one NVA at YD 114703, Fired two
rounds SAF, man fell and crawled into brush, Checked area
with negative results. '

Ref: Annex "3M

At 1600H, Battalion CP received L}y rounds of 82mm rounds
wounding 0 USMC including Battalion Commander. Returned
fire with 8lmm mortars.

Ref: Annex "B"

At 1630, Company F received approaximately 25 rounds of 82 mortar,
Also received 2 surface to surface rockets, Returned fire

with 90mm, 81lmm, 60mm, .50 cal and .30 cal. Company F

received 11 WIA in this action,

Ref: Annex "B®

At 17004, Commany G at YD 134701 came under intense SAF and
mortar attack from front and left flank. Two incoming rounds
were gas similar fo CN or C6, Returned fire with 81mm counter
mortar and SAF. Captured one heavy machinegun, one a:tomatic
rifle, one semi-automatic rifle, 6 Chicom grenades and miscel=-
laneous equipment. There were 2 USMC KIA, 25 USMC WIA,

8 NVA KTA(C) and 7 NVA(P) in this action.

Refs npt

At 1715¥, Company F at YD 139706 received 8 82mm mortar
rounds and 20 SA sniper fire from YD 141706, Returned fire
with 2 106mm rounds, 16 M-79 rounds and 450 SA rounds.
Observed direct hit with 106mm rounds, Two NVA was killed
in this action.

REFs Annex "Bu
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Six USMC were WIA in this action.
Ref: Annex "Bn

At 20154, Company G observed L NVA approaching perimeter-at
YD 135712. Took NVA underfire resulting in 2 NVA KIA(C),

2 NvA KTA(P ) and c-pturing one machinegun, one 57mm RR tri-
pod, one 57mm RR round, one anti-tank mine and 7 Chicom
grenades, : '

Refr Annex "B
At 23454, wntill 180015 Battalion P received aporoximately

200 vds of 82mm mortar rounds at YD 138705. Returned fire
with 8lmm and arty missions, Battalion CP received 13 ™IA.

%

Ref':- Annex "B"

18 May 1967 At 0930H, Company F at YD 138705 received 15 to 20 rounds of
82mm mortar fire from the northwest. Returned fire with
B81mm comter-mortar attack. Company F received 2 XIA's
and 5 WIA's in this contact, Ref: Annex "Bn

At 09504, Company E and G spotted 20-25 NVA running across
at YD 13471L. Bdth companies received very heavy SAF. 4
tank moving with Company ® received one rocket round. Both
companies in contact at this time, Ref: Annex "B

A%t 11354, Company H received SAF from their west when helo
attempted to land. Company H received one WIA,

Ref: Annex "BM-

At 1225H, Company H received 10 82mm mortars, and was
engaged in fire fisht with an estimated squad of NVA,

Ref: Annex "B®

- At 16304, Commany G received 6 rounds 82mm mortar at
YD 130370 while moving west. Returned fire with 60mm and
81lmm mortars. Company O received 12 USMC WIA in this
action. .

- - Ref: Annex "Bn

At 2000H, Commany E at YD 135712 received 2 rocket rounds and

a large volume of SAF from the NBE resulting in 1ll; USMC WIA.

Returned fire with 60mm and 8lmm counter-mortar fire and arty
. _mission, -

Ref: Annex "Bn
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18 Msy 1967 At 2022H, Company H LP sighted 2 NVA fiping on same, } enemy
KT£(C); and capturing one auturztic weapon,

Ref: Annex u"pn

At 2025H, Company H LP cbgerved 2 NVA in fromt of his position
at YD 144705. Fir=4 upon NVA with SAF and M-79, Resulting
in tuo WA KI..

Ref: Annex %Bn

19 May 1967 At OOIOM, recapituldtion of casualties for 18 May 1967 s

Ref: Annex m3n

At 07204, Company B received one arty round from unknown
direction. Received one USMC WIA.

Ref: Annex "B"

At 080CM, Commany G received ten A0mm mortar rounds at

YD 123716, Company G received 16 WIA, While moving throuch
" position to evacuate WIA Company G found 16 fresh graves with

2 NVA in each, '

Refs Annex npn

At 08504 s Company G received 15-20 82mm mortar rounds wounding
18 USMC and one female correspondent, Returned fire with
unknowa resulis,

Ref:’ Anmex »p"

Lt 10154, Gompany E found 6 bunksrs at YD 124726,  While.*
Bvarching bunkers ktlled sne NVA .and captired one bolt action
rifle and one demo kit. ' ‘

Ref: Annex mpn

At 11L5H, ontos moving north with Company H hit AT mine at
YD 12571L. Ontos completely destroyed. One USMC was KIA
and 7 USMC WIA. T

Ref: Amnnex "gn

At 13LOH, Company E at YD 123730 found 10 bunkers, Ll R2mm -
mortar rounds, 1 porteble flame throuwer with gun and nozzel,
5 cans of fuses for 82mm mortars, 1 can of black nowder,
.15 cal roumnds, Chicom grenades, 1 US ,30 cal machinegun with
extra barrel, 50 1bs of rice, assorted mersonnel gear and
two dead NVA., Questioned three local Vietnamess in area
with negative results.

' - gemEnclosure (1)
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20 May 1967

I s

aw 10T Comnany 77 man detonated a Chicom booby trap at ™
118715, two US'¥: were WIA,

Rei‘: Annex "B"

At 15201 72S Commany found one Chicom light machine gun with
two drum tvme marazines, one rear harrel from a soviet 12mm
Recoiless Rifle an? two Aead WVA who had been dezd for a-out
2h hours.

Ref: Annex "B"

At 18507 Comnany received 30 rounds of 105mm arty from enemy
arty Hosition at YD 124775, Called arty mission and air
strike, A0 renorted 2 puna’ khocked out and 3 d=ma~ed also
revorted 10 MVA XI* by air and 15 N7A XI* by arty,

Ref: Annex "B®

At 230077 2.3 Commany man heard noise 2t YD 133719, *an
threw frag grenade woundine one TSMC from fragments of grenade.

Ref: Annex "BM

At OLlSW Comhanv ¥ received one incomins raund of undetermine
caliber. One USMC was WIA,

Refs: Annex "B"

At 0955 Battalion CP received two rounds sniper. f‘ire. One
USN was WIA . ’

Refs Annex "t

At 12007 Commany H discoversd a bomb shelter and bunker complex
throurhout the northern nortion of Thon An *ha, Search of area
revield a larce amount of =ssortzd ammo and eaui-ment, Pspers
an” “ocuments were found an? turned into Battalion S-2, 111
equi~ment destroved ewc ent 12 R2mm mortar roun’s,

Ref: Annex WR®

*t 14007 Company 7 observed NVA arty position at ¥D 109783
firinz on Con Thien, Requested arty mission, Mission delaved
due to friendly airecraft in area, Mission fired at 17157

with excellent target coverare,

Ref: Annex "Bn.

At 15009 1.8 Company found one MVA ZIA with weapon at YD
133710,

Ref: Annex "B®
. » Enclosure (1)
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At 1655H E Co mpany apprehended three local Vietnamese at ™
123730, Detainees taken to c ollection point by helo,:

Ref: Annex "B"

At 2020H Company F at YD 127723 received 8 rounds 82mm mortar
from YD 126722, Returned fire with arty mission with good
target coverage, Results unknown,

Ref': Annex g

At 2hDOH picked up 180 NVA KTA (Prob) as res1lt of action fiom
17 May 1967.

Ref: Annex " B"

At O735H all 106's from ONTOS which hit mine on 19 May have
been salvaged and sent out on resunply chopper along with a
WIA who was a2 result of AT mine. .

Ref Annex "B"

AT O900H Company H found a 15 foot hole with a 15" angle,
Possible enemy missle launch site,

Refs: Annex "B®

At 09L5H Company F found a two man bunker complex at YD 127736.
Complex destroyed.

Rofe Annex npn

At 1300H Company H at YD 112722 heard enemy arty battery

firing from a 240 azimuth. Arty mission was called with good
target coverage. Results unknown. -

Ref: Annex "B"

AT 1600H two helos on resupply received automatic weapon
fire at YD 117733. Air strike and arty mission called in
with good target coverage. Results unknown.

Ref: Annex npn

At 20)45}[. Company F searching Hill 48 at YD 113733 found 7%
bunkers and various NVA equipment, Also found 20 bunkers
enroute to Hill 48 from the West,

At OL20H Company G LP heard snd saw movement North of their
pogition st YD 119719. LP received one frag grenade wounding
one USMC, Returned fire with SAF and M-28 ¥rag grenades.,
Search at first light revealed large amounts of blood,

One NVA was KIA (prob). '

- npn | “
Ref: Annex "B" Enclosure (1)
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23 May 1967

W

At 0930 Company E found one dead NVA killed by shrapnel in
chest at ¥D 123722,

Ref's Annex "B"

At 10L4SH Company B patrol at YD 12h72b killed one NV with

SAF, NVA had s very lz2rge amount of equipment for one man,

Ref: Annex "Bt

At 110%"1 Company K at YD 104723 found 5 bomb shelters with
fighting positions on top. Fighting positions had loose
82mm mortar rounds and several pieces of equipment that
appeared to be a rocket launcher. Equipment was sent to
Battalion S-2,

Ref¢ Annex "B"

At 1230H Company H at YD 105722 found several fiberboard
tubes with electrical divices and circular metal bra ces for
rocket pad or launcher., All gear taken to Battslion resr,
Ref: Annex " BM

At 131H Company H while searching house at YD 103722 found
documents and diagrams. Writing was in chinese. All items
sent to rear on resupply helo,

Ref: Ammex "B®

At 23308 Company G received one round of friendly Arty fire
at YD '093716. One man WIA from short round.

Ref: Annex "BT .

At O905H Company F found rice bin in well camouflaged area
at YD 115722, Approcimetely 1, 100 pourds in weivht, Rice
turned in to Rattallon §=-2,

Ref: Amnex "B"

14OOH Company H discovered 3 bomb shelters 6X4XL ft.
Wh11e gsearching shelters found 2 Chicom grenades, 3 boxes TNT
and assorted NVA equipment.

:

Ref ¢ Annex "BY

At 14304 Company H apprehended one male and two females at
YD 110725. Detainees taken to rear under guard. Male had
57,70C piasters in North Vietnamese currency. :

Ref Annex "B"' S
Encleaure (1)
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2l May 1967

25 May 1957

At 16301-! Company H at YD 117721 found NVA clothmg, L Chicom

grenades and 6 bottles of American pen:.cillen. Destroyed all
equipmert. 1 g

Ref: Annex "Bn
AT 161;5 | ot D 115721 Company F found a NVA base camp, Search
of area revealed numerous huts, bunkers, trench lines and

assorted NVA equipmont, Destroyed huts, bunkers and NVA
equipment. Paper s and documents sent to rear.

Rafs Annex "B"

At 1920H Company H man detonatsd booby trap at YD 104720, One

USMC wes WIA.

Ref: Annex "B"

4t 0315H Company G received one grenade at YD 095713.
resulting in one USMC WIA. ~

-Ref' Annex "BY

AT 15004 'Company E man walked on edge of perimeter, fell
into punji pit wounding self in left hand.

Ref:  Annex "Brm

At 1600H Comapny H found bunker and fighting hole complex

~at YD 071697, Bunkers and fighting holes destroyed.

Ref: Annex "Rrw

At 1715H spotted one NVA at YD O71697. Fired two rounds SAF
with unknowr results, . '

Refs Annex» g _

AT 22)5H Company G at YD 093687 received three rounds of artile
lery, estimated to be 105mm from a 165 azmith. There were

no casualties..

Ref: Annex "Bn

At 0350H Company G at YD 087636 received 4O to 50 rounds of
60mm mortar, Called Arty mission with unknown results.

Refs Xmnex "Bn

At 0615H Comzpny H made contact with a estimated reinforced

NVA Company .  at YD 069696, The enemy was well dug~in,
bunkers and fighting positions. The result of this action
was 3-friendly KIA, 29 friendly WIA, 26 NVA KTA (conf) and
15 NVA KIA (prob).

. Enclesure (1)
Refs Annex g
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At 0O750H -Battali‘on received 12 rocket rounds between

DECLASS'"ED Compa:y G and battalion CP at YD 093687. -Three USMC were
WIA. Air strikes were called at enemy positions with good
target coversge,

Ref: Annex -"B"'

At OBLOH ' Company H still in contact at YD 061690 Air
strike aclled thrsuch out morning,.

Refs Annex n3n

At 1230H H8S comrany man received a concussion from blast of
81mm mortar round leaving tube,

Ref: Anneux gt

At 14153 Company H engaged an estimated NVA battalion (=~ ) in
bunkers and fighting holes at YD 068697. At 1645H Company K
3d Battalion, lith Marines chomped OP"ON to 24 Battaliom,

2Ath Marines and moved to company H right flank in support

of Company H. Company H and K withdrew under Arty and air
strike to reorganize and medevac, The result of this action
was 15 NVA KIA (conf), 22 NVA KIA (prob), 60 friendly WIA
and 9 friendly KiA.

Ref: Annex 'B"

At 182%H Company H at YD 069705 heard enemy Arty battery at
a 270 azimuth from their position, called Art.y mission with
unknown results,

26 May 1967 At 1015 H Recon helo was shot down at YD 053709, Battalion
Commander, Battali-on X0, Company ¥ and K Commanding Officers
aboard, There were I USMC WIA 4n this incident, Battalion
Commander WIA, Ba ttalion X0 took command at this time,

Refs Annex "B"
At 1000H Comny H and X OPCON to 3rd Bn., Lth Marines

. Ref- Annex "B

A{-, 1728H company % received 16 NVA rockets 600 meters esst

of their position at YD 078670. Estimated rockets to be 1jOmm
coming from YD 055688, (Called 81lmm mortar and artvy missions,
Check area with negative results.,

Ref- .'Lnnex ngn

1830H Company G reported a unknown number of NVA firing
a% helo YD 096608, Called arty mission and sent two tanks
‘ with one pltoon to check area, Checked out area with
o “negative results, T
L ‘ & nclogure (1)
v #s® " Annex npn | DECI_R&M& IR fE i -
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At 22254 Company F man was unloading LS Cal pistol wm
accidentaly shot self in leg.

Ref: Annex "B"
27 May 1967 At 1000H New Battalion Commander takes command.
Ref: Annex "B"

14008 Company E received a short 8lmm round from Battallon CP,
One USMC was WIA as 2 result. -

Ref': Annex "B"

At 1R00H Commany E and T seawmching out hill 117 at YD 067699
found more than 4O log and dirt burikers, most of them destroyed
by air-and arty missions, teléphone lines running along
trails, one ¥ MG spare barrel, six M-16 Rifles, one M-79,
and two M=72., APea received excellent coverage by air and arty
missions. Could smell dead bodies under rubble but found none,

Ref: Annex "B"

28 May 1967 AT O750H Company F at YD 067699 found 2 anti-aircraft positiens
with 37mm shell casings in positions. Trench connects positlions
with dirt and loz bunkers, . One position received direct hit °
from either arty or air, Position had stench of dea? persons,

Ref: Annex "B

AT 1130H Company F at YD 071696 found 90 large bunkers emplaced
in depth on both sides or trail running south. Average size
‘yas 6XLXY feet. Bunkers costructed within the last week.

Also found NVA equipment, Chicom 7.62 linked ammo, 3 Chicom
magazines for Soviet AK-47, assortted medical gear and one

NVA bloody Uniform. One NVA KIA (prob) was claimed.

Bunkers were destroyed.

-Reft Annex "
At 1605H Company F at YD 070646 received two sniper rounds
from one NVA at YD 065693, Returned fire with SA and observed
sniper to fall from tres. Unable to recover body as of
friendly actisn in area. ' ’

Ref: Annex "Bn

At 1900H-Battalion ©P received 10 rounds of 1LOmm rockets
from 055686. Fired 81mm an? arty mission., Results unknown,

* o npn ’
Ref: Annex."B Enclosure (1)
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At 194BH Company F at YD 069700 heard enery rockets fire
toward Con Thien. Called arty mission-and air miasion.
Gbserved secondary ex.plos:.ons at YD Oh6697.

Ref. Annex "B'l :

At 2h00H Operation Hickory completef* Operation Prarie IV
recommances. :

'Ref: Annex "B

At 01504 Company H sec urity in N se*‘tor of Battalion C° —
heard noise to front, suspegted probe, Threw one frag M-26

- grenade and fired 3 rounds SA, Noise ceasged,

Refs Annex n.Cn

At loOOH Company H found 2 complexes of spider trans et YD
077676 and D 075675. Traps about 1 month old.

Raf- Ennex "CW™

At 1T.lSH Comrpany. H found one large Russian made guided mssle
a#t YD'072705. Size of missle is 10! long and 3! in Jiameter,
weight apprcximately 500 pounds, Ouber casing broken revealing
internal mechanism which appears intacted., Head of missle is
missing. .

Ref: Annex "C'r

At 1722H Comp any F man received injury to back while destroying
bunkers, WIA was medevaced. ‘

+Ref's Annex nan

30 May 1967

31 May 1967

mmw

At 1800H Company H at YD 067671 found a aiming stake made
from two small trees. Also found two strands of comm wire
running southeast. Aiming steke dismantled and comm wire cut,

Refs Annex rem ,

At OLL:OH Company G at YD 070635 tripped a claymore type exvlosive
device, Appears to hayve trip wire as method to initial detona=
tion, One USMC was KIR- and }; USMC were WIA

Ref: Annex "C®

At 1525 H Company G man tripned a Chicom grenade bosby trap.
__Grenade camouflaged by tall gress. Two USMC were WIA,.

lf'f ¢ Annex nCn .
Enclosure (1)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

LV e e

-~ FIRE SUPPORT A FINK STWTTHT COORDITATION -

1, ARTILIFRY UNITS PROVIDING SUPPORT/REINFORCING FIRES.

a. Dlrect Support:

(1) "B" Btry let Bn, Yith Marines
(¢) uCw Biry lst Bn, I th Marines

~be General Support:
(1) 3rd Bn,12th Marines
() 1st Pn, 12th Marines (Rein)
(3) 175mm SP Battery (U.S. Army)

2. NAVAL S4IPS PROVIDTNG NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT: WNone

3. TYPE AND NUMBER OF MISSIONS FIRED | .

as Artillery

(1) Observed Missions = 76
(2) Unobserved Missions - £l
(3) H&I Fires - 1180
Eh) Group Fires - None.
5; Neutrzligation Fires - 18
26 Prep Fires - 61
7) Training/Practice missions = None
(8) Defensive Fires - 26
(9) Remistrations - None

b, Naval Gunfire: None
Ce B8lrm Mortars

(1) Observed Missions = 220

(2) Unobserved Missions - None

(3) H&I Fires - LOOO

() CGCroup Fires - None

(5) Neutralization Fires - L0

(6) Prep Fires - 120 -
(7) Training/Practice missions - 60
(8) mTotal ~ 4220

d. 106mn Recoilléss Rifle

(1) Observed Missions = None
(2) Unobserved Missions - None

B * DECLASSIFIED

ce 60mm Mortaras: Data not available,

Enclosure (1)
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NDITUR® BY TYPR AND CALIBER (The following figures are

L. M%TION EXPE
approximate as part of our records were 195t in a mortar attack and
subsequent medevacs) v

Do Al'billery
(1) 105mm Howltzer

HE - 15,000
WP - 145
ILL - 63
SMK - L

(2) 155mm Howitzer

HE - 500
WP » 15

(3) 8" SP Gun an@ 175 SP Gun (U.S. Army)

Data not available

b, 8lmm Mortars

HE (med) - 3650
HE. (1ight) -~ 3300
TLL - 150

WP - 70

. L 10émm (ONTOS)

HEPT « 180
HEAT = None

d. Neval Gun Fire: None

5. SIGNIFICANT EVENTS .

I. =15 May, participated in Operation Shawnee.
15.= 16 May, participated in Operation Prairie IV,

a.y

b,

c. 17 - 28 May, participated in Operation Hickory.

de 29May =31 May participated in Operation Prairie IV,

[ 29

Several missions were fired on VC and NVA, but due to time lapses
from the time that the mission was shot until the area could be
surveyed was such that any casualties that were produced from-our
missions were generally evacuated by their comrades before we
¢ ould zet a gaod eount on enemy dead and wounded.

CLASSIFIED-
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f. 19 Moy = A NVA AttiliePy Battefy was fired wpon by our F.0, and
an A0, surveillance was 15 KIA by Artillery and 10 KIA by air,
2 guns destroyed and 3 heavily damased,

g. Throughout Operations Prairie IV and Hickory several counter=
mortar and counter-rocket missions were fired with neeative
surveillance, but at times secondary explosions were observed
and in general much damace was done by sur missions,

h. The artillery support riven 7/26 on Operatisn Prairie IV and

Hickory was outstanding., A lotof marines lives were saved by
the proper and timely use of our supporting armas,

Enclosure (1)
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. COMBAT AIR SUPPORT . T e

E%ﬁié’%fmbat air Qupgort

a. Close Alr Support and daily air logistics was supplied by the
squa.drons of the 1st Marine Air Wing. : e

be Events During Period 1 ng to 15 May 1967

(1) 3 May .- Camand Group’ Brav-o Cotpanies G-and H vere helo
I4fted by (h) CH-hé's from YD 522173 to 0 553220,

: (2) 5 Ma.y - H and E Companies were taken under sniper Tire.,
H Compam' FAC called in UH-1E gunship on air strike; firing stopped '
after st.rike- ‘ .

(3) 9 May = Sparrow Hawk helolifted by 5 UH-Bl:'s fran lsth '
Marine CP to YD 580267.

(L) From S May until 15 May 2/26 was utllized as perimeter
- defense within perimeter of Lth Marines. Very little utilization of
air during this period.

¢. Events During Period 16 May to 31 May 1967

(1) 16 May - 1230H at coordinates YD 1LL4701l F Co FAC called
in through A0 two (2) flights of A-ii's. The target was enemy fortified
positions, automatic weapons and mortar, The flights covered $0%
of the target; coordination with ths AC was conducted through i Actual
with excellent response. Results of air strike are unknown, 29 ‘
_Medevacs were extracted throughout the dasy, resulting in one UH-3Lk
being shot down by SAF. Emergency resupply was inserted that night
by use of strobe ‘lights as references.

(2) ié ¥ay - 130K coordinstes T 14369k, Co G received five (5)
cagulties resultmg from NVA SAF, mortar and weapons fire; due to heavy
contact in vicinity Medevacs had to be extracted on tracked vehicles
vice helicapterg. UH-3}i's transperted an emergency resupply of ammo into
vie YD 11369k after dark with only flashlights to direct them into a
very small LZ. '1(ne UH-3L's did a very cammendable job.

B (3) 16 May - 13N0-1500H at coordinates YD 1h67oo to 1D 1h769o
an A0, was on station with fixed wing to conduct continuous airstrikes
in support of Cot!s } and G, both of which was receiving large amounts
of incording fire. UH1E gunships supplinented when fixed wing was” not
available, Medevacs were conducted with no ensuing problems, UH-3l's
conducted emergency resupplies tbroughout ‘the evening,

(4) 17 May ~ ! Co G resumed heavy éontact in vie YD 1241703, téking
33 casualties,” Medﬁ*zags were conducted to all companies in expeditiods & d

professional mén nets « - B g
\ | | ) E‘llh@
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(5) 18 May - Co G’ came unfier a cancentrated NVA fnortar barrage.
Thiu coordination botween My Aetusud, Compzriy O FAC &d A0, &
fix i vicinity of YD 133712 was taxenj with a flight of A-i's being
called in o expend bombs and napalm on encmy positions; the fire iceased’
after strike. Company G received 16 casualties., Company G FAC coordimted
the Medevac shortly after lst barrage with UH-34's, The area of the 1Z°
wag not secure as seoonds after 1iftoff another morter barrage followed. o
Rssupplr wag wieventf™. - IZ s2sure by that time,

: (6') 18 May - Co B rece:.ved wwo (2) incaming rocket roundfs
e:lgh:l‘. {8). 82mn rds and SAF.” ALO had AQ on station with fixed wing thru
coordination with Co E FAC the £,0s deployed fixed wifig into target area -
with bombs and napalm resulting in good area coverage, HDA unknown,
Medevacs were: conducted quickly w:ith no problems. .

- (7) 18 Mgy -~ Co F conducted 7 Medevacs. throughout the day
with satisfactm J semce being prov1ded.

(8) 19 Hay ALO secured AC with fixed wing to strike NVA artillery
positions at YD 124775, Bombs covered area well with AO reporting a MR
of 2 guns destroyed and probebly 3 othem damdged. Enemy casualbies
10 KTA., Airstrikes were conducted t.hroughou’c. the day on objectives in
assigned ZOA.

(8) 19 }Iay, -Co @ utllized UH-Bh's t.o ext.ract 5 Medevacs. .

(9) 20 ¥ay - ALO conducted an- alrst.r:.ke at location YD 111473{4,
confirmed NVA trloops and bunkers. Two flights bf A-li's were utilized -
expending napalmy 250/500 bombs, .BD& 73 bunkers combined: NVA living, supply,
mortar and AA positlons were destroyed or damaged. NVA casualty count
not avalla.‘vle.

“(10) 20 May - Airst rikes were conducted throughout the day ~
on objectlve in Z0A., -

(11) 21 May - Multi flights of A-h's, F-lits and F, 8'3 were .
called in through coordinated efforts of the AL O and AO en station, to
cover area YD 113733 with napalm and bombs, after 2 CH-L6 received
AWF from t.nat area. B)A was L5 bunker destroyed,

(12) 22 May - 2nd Bn, p6th Marines CO employed UHIE for o
routine:recon flight. Co H FAC utilized AO on station for recon of
objecti‘ves in assigned ZOA.

(13) 23 May - - Ko Medevacs or fixed wing required

(14) 2y May - Co F emploryed UH-1E for routine recon flight at
request of Co F CO. ;

(15) 25 May -~ 0700 Co H-coordinated with AO to conduct air
strikes in vic of Hill 117. (YD 069698)., Targets were enemy bunkers,
troops and mortar positions. Target coverage was excellent 85/90% With
13 KTAC, 30 KIAP and estimated 25 bunkers destroyed, 250/500 1b
bcmbs, napalm, 20 mm and rockets were emplayed against positions,
Enclosure (1)
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- - (18) 25 May - 1500H Co H FAG ¢aiTAd for airstike in &~ -
TD 069678, A0 on station controlled.striis,. utilizing 500 1b bombs, ~
napalm and rockets against NVA bunker and troops; 80/90% area coverage
with 12 KIAC and 25 KIAP. - ! : -

. (17) 26 May - 1} Actumlthrough C6 H FAC &nd AO coordinkted -
airstrikes, throughout mornirg. on troops, bunkers and mortar positicns,
at coordinates YD 070655; ordinince used 250/500/750 1b bowbs and napalm.
HR estimated 50 bunkers destroyed or damaged with SO KIAP NVA. ;

(18) 26 May - 1015H UH-1E C&C aircraft carrying 2nd Bn, 26th Marines
Commanding Officer, Executive Officer, Co H CO, and 3d Bn, Lth Marines Co K
CO was shot down at coordinate YD 077708 vic of liftoff from Co H '
position, Co H FAC observed and immediately diverted AO and fixed wing
to position; chase UH-3l retrieved passengers and diverted to DONG HA,
AMlrstrikes bit acea of enemv fire with 500/750/1000°1b bombs, napalm
and strafing. 100% of area was covered. Position of AW site believed
to be degtroyeds ‘ ;

(19) 26 May’ - .2300H, Co F called for emsrgency Medevac; UH=3l
settled into LZ by aid of flashlight, no difficulties were encountered,

- (20) 27 May - Co F FAC condicted an airstrike on 6-10 rocket
sites, at coordinates YD 055700, One flight of F-8's dropved two 2000 1b
bambs =one bomb was direct hit, probable two (2) positions destroyed, AO

directac; arty on position prior to aimtrike, ,

. (21) . 21 May ~ Companies E and F léeated in close ehough
proximity utilized the same LZ for resupply, The zcne was secure with
friendly troops in all quadrants, The helo refused ‘to settle into ‘
LZ and subsequently unloaded supplies while hovering approx 8' to0 107
o ff the ground, resulting in loss of over 1/2 the resupply waters the
FAC operator informed pilot of situation with no success,

(22) 28 May - .No Medevacs or fixed wing required,
(’23) 29 May « No Medevacs op fixed wing required.
. (24) 30 May - No Medevacs OF fixed wing required.

-~ "7 (25) 31 May - 2 emergency and 3 priority Médevacs utilizing
1 UH~3l was required, .

2. Sumary

.., B¢ Standard method of control of frequencies while in fidldy
utilization of assigned frequencies as listed in COT for TACP,

fesupply, Medevacs, CAS is necessary to avoid the confusion of trying

to run all phases of air support on one TACP frequency; as the

2nd Bn, 26th Marines ALO #Xperienced during operation Hickory, OP orders
should outline frequency assignments for air support and logistics
relative to that operation area, thereby-establishing a net structure by’
which all units would familiarize themselves with prior to the aperation,

Lapet B G ht EnC].OS'UI‘e (1)
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v ;-1_'4"-'“_ During operation. Hickory resupply and. Medevac helicopters were
‘constantly interforing with artillery preps or CAS strikes. Coordinating
undts should advise helo's moving toward most forward ground or point
unit best avenue of approach so.as not to interfere with fire activities
forward of front line units. - Striking the enemy when in the open end
preping an objective prior to unit advance is of primary concern; inter-
ference by a resupply or Medevac helo only cases a loss of the slement .
of surprise when enemy troops are caught in open, and possible incomplets
- prepatory fire on' objective. Helo pilot should coordinate with DASC, ground
~units or AO on station to provide him with direection to parallel ZO0A and
best rear line avenue of approach,. During operation Hickory units -
at times were never advised of helo'sRBTA, thereby allowing a situation
as previcusly described to develop, because of the unsuspected arrival
of the helo over arsa. . o ‘ ’ o

o ce Closer coordination and advisory between LSK and resupply
helicopters when 1 helo is loaded with mized cargo, resulting in deposit
at two different I1Z's. . LSA should advise pilot what units cargo is’
aboar d and necessity for contadting the two units being resupplied,

d, Utilization of RT1O or PRC-IA oh a preset frequency assigned
to a battalion for the conduct of CAS; each battalion should be assigned &
different CAS frequency to operate on, to avoid interfering and erowiing
one_ frequency. PRC-ll is heavy, bulky, c onsequently its ude is limitede
When UHF is not made available to TACP teams working in the Pield it
greatly reduces their effectiveness and detracts from the originally -
concepted mission of the TAC in the field. Depending on liaison or.
media for relay is not the most effective means of achieving our
objective when airstrikes in close proximity of troops is necessary =~
direet communtcation from ground (controller) and strike aircraft is
a must, R2la¥ing the instructions through AO in event ground FAC is .
controlling only allows for human error factor involving misinterpretation
and incorrect relay.of imstructions from ground, Aircraft have
dropped ordnance in area of friendlies in the past and it will happen
in the future when direct line commnication has not been established.

NEOLASSIFIED
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ﬁﬁﬁiﬂ&&iﬁfﬂ © COMMUNICATION ELECTRONICS

1, Communication platoon of this unit instzlled, operated and maintained
communications for this wit during operaiions Shawnee, Hickory, and
Prairie IV.

a2, Wire

(1) Provided noimal iitornal wire cammunications for the rear
comnand post duri.g the above rrorations,

b. Radio

(1) During the above mentioned operations, radio has been the
primary means of communications,

(2) Radio set AN/PRC-25 continues to provide excellent communicaw
tions, However, t.e Aifficulty in obtaining handsets, antemmas, and
antenna bases is now a c.itieal problem,

c; Message Center
{1) XNo major problems
d. No radio relay used
e, Maintenance and supnly
(1) The followinz combat essential equipment is deadlined:

(a) Tr-hA 2
(bg AN/TGC-1L 1
AN/MRC~109 1 (Evacuated)
(d) AN/PRC-Z5 Lih
(e) ANARC-E3 2
(f) AN/TPS-21 2
(g) AN/MRC-87 1

f. Problem areas
(1) Persomnel Shortages

(a) 2591 (-8 1
(b) 2511 (E-5) 1

(c) 2822 2
(a) 2867 1 " ;
(e) 1311 1 4f i

Enclosure (1)
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“*‘*E} MEDICAL AND DENTAL SUPPORT (Surg)

o
F
]
rﬂﬂ&

e
(]
B zﬁE
EFTIEY
g

A.Name of Surgeon : ~Peyton A,EGGLESTON LT MC USNR
B.8ignificant Events : Nothing of significance to repert.
C.Number of Battle Casualties: O4 (BAS Ferward 45)

(1) Two were shrapnel type wounds
(2) Two were from enemy sniper rounds

D.Number of Non-Battle Patients treated : 1016
(1) Admissions to BAS 17
(2) Emergency treatment
.“ R
"Ta) Heat casualties O
(b) Lacerations 32
(¢) Trauma 18
(d) Burns 04
E. (3)Number of Consultations to 3rdMedBn . 12 .
(4)Cases of signnificént Diseases in the area
(a) Malaria 02
{(b) Hookworm 00
(¢) Bacillary Dysentary 118
(5)Cases of Venereal Disease 84
(a) Acquired Out of Country Ol
(b) Acquired in country 00
E. Preventive Medicine and Sanitation
(1) Number of Innoculations €8
(2) Other : The use of mosquito repellent is in effect.
A1l personnel are participating in the malaria

prophylaxis program weekly, on Sundays, and have
received instructions in Personal Hygeine .

Enclosure (1)
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DEGMSSHHE (1) Number treated 200 )

F. c:tv, Affairs Medical Support .dered : .

(2)"Referrals for corrective Surgery Q0

The Battalion Surgeon made twe Medlap trips on the
10th of May and again on the 12th of May into the
village of Phiong Dien . A deworming tregstment and

A vitamin therapy is automatically started on all

. local people seen . "
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G VIL AFFAIRS/MILITARY GOVERNMENT/COMMUNITY RELATIONS

1. Civil Affairs/Military Govermment/Community Relations

a. Mission, To conduct a civic action program that will enhance
the prestige of the civil government and to conduct psychological operations
to further the efforts of the Goverrment of Vietnam in re-establishing its
affective control over the people.

be Civic Action Progects and %rationa for % 1967. Due to

tactical operations o s W uring the month the Civie Actien Program

was limited to the period 6-1l May.. During this time there were
several contacts made between the District Chief of Phong Dien and
Battalion Civil Affairs Officer. A civic action project was started
in that this unit would construct seven bulletin boards and the District
Chief would have them installed and maintained, The boards were to be
placed in the local hamlets. This project was turned over to the
Lth Marines S-5 when this unit left the area before it was completed,

¢, Psychological Operation for May 1967

(1) 11,340 leaflets distributed hand to hand,

(2) 2,U55 newspapers distributed hand to hand,

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED CHAP LAIN SUPPORT

1. Chaplain Support

as Name of Chaplain: Hebert W, BOLLES

b, Number of Services and type

(1) Battalion Services. a - Protestant Divine Services
Atténdance: L1

b - Episcopal Holy Communion
Attendance: 19

(2) Service in other a - Memorial Service
Commands. Attendance: 89

b - E piscopal Holy Communion
A ttendancea:
c. Number of personnel receiving counseling: Twenty~three
d, Significant activities., Literally humdreds of ecalls, visits,
contacts with the casulties of Operation HICKORY, both our
Battalion and others. General assistance with the wounded at
D~Med, DONG HA. Holy Unction administered 28 times.

e, Facilities. Chapel facilities and transportation most practical.
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PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT (OPERATION SHMAWNEE)

COMBAT AFTER ACTTON REPORT (OPERATION HICKORY)
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HEADQUARTERS
2nd Battalion, 26th Marines
3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF
- FPO San Francisco, 96602
) 3100
3/CWF/ehm -
1l June 1967

From: Commandine Officer
Tos Commandin; “2neral, 3rd Marine Nivision (Attn: G=3)

Via: Command ing Officer, Lith Marines
Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report

Ref: (a) Lth Mar Operatisn Dlan 16-67 DTG 222330 April 67
(b) lth Mar Msg 2713107 Apr O7; Frag Order 17-67
(c¢) kth Mar Msg 0315007 May 67, w/Ch 1,2&3 Frag Order 15-67
(d) Lth Mar Msg 1395207 May 67, Frag Order 19-47 -
(e) Maps: Vietnam, 1:50,000, M3 1701k, Sheets 6LL2IT and III,
6460 TT and III.

1. Code Name, Operation Shawmee, search and destroy
2., Dates of Operation, 22 April - _35 May 67

3 3. Lacation, Vie Dong C Puy (YD l:79169) Hill 460 (YD L811hL5)

T S PR

i« Control and Command Headquarberq. ﬂ

Lth Marines (=) (Rein) o Cpl,.lA.rTF{’;)MPSON
2nd Battalion, 26th Marines LtCol. Co R. FIGARD
H&S Company Capt. A. J. WALKE
Cc}many 5 4, S Capte T'o Do FULFORD
Company. F ~ o - Capt. G. Eo FCRTRE
Company G . e Capt. S+ Ee OOTS

. Campany H o Capt. Js Jo ROZMAN -
5. Task Or panlm. 2nd Battal" on, 26’oh Marines
2nd Batta lion (=) (Reln), 26th Marines |
H&S Company (-)
- Company E (Rein) ) 1&3
SR AU SR h ‘§§§§§
SR o
F

e ) Annex A to Enclosure (1)
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Company ¥ (Rein)

Com@any G (Rein)

Company H (Rein)

Det, 3rd Shore Pariy Battalion

Z2nd Platoon, Company B, 3rd Engineer Biattalion

Det, (-} 7th ITT

6. Supporting Forces

A, Artillery

1.3at0% ¥, ist Ba ttalion, 13th Marines located in vicinity
of YD 538321 was in general support of the Ba+tallon through out the
whole operatiom,

B, Air Supnort

1. Firet Marine Aireraft Wing prov1ded CAS/DAS support and
heliconter support.

2. TSAF provided Tac (4)/Fac for forces in operating area.

3. US Army Aviation provided aireraft with USMC serial observers
for TAT (a), visual recon and artillery svot,

7. Intelligence
A, Enemy Situation at Beginning of Operation

1, Company to battalion sized activity in the Regimental
TAOR. Small sized company attacks on PF Out Post PK=-17, also
numerous threats of attacks on PF Out Posts. There were reports
of the 800, 802, A0, 806, R10 and 2 unidentified battalions in
the Regimental TAOR with the 6th Regiment Headquarters believed
to be in base area 11li. 1lso received numersus renorts of rice
caches, caves and bunkers in the arda of onerations.

B, Summary Df Fnemy Personnel and Equipment losses
1. XIr -3 |
2. KIt (PROB) - ¥
3, POWiIS -1 |

o s DECLASSIFIED
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Ceo Teather and Terrain

1, Low growmd for restricted resupply helicopters to late morning
and early afternoon,

2. The operating area was predominately jungle covered mountains
restricting movement to existing trails and in almost all cases, trails
had to be cut through the undergrowth to facilitate movement, The slopes
of hills ranse from gentle %o steep, hills were separated by vallevs and
stream beds, Water was in abundance, Upon leaving the hills, the bsttalion
moved through numerous rice paddies.

8, Mission, Conduct search and destrov operations in assigred AQ to
incTude VC base 1lh, in order to locate and destroy NVAAVC forces.

9. Concept of (herations. One platoon (Rein) was inserted at LZ Hawk for
expansion of landing zonc, On order the Battalion was inserted and moved
to establish positions, vic NCHG € PUY (YD L79169) and Hill 460 (YD 4811L5)
to establiish blocking positions.

10. Exscution , On 23 Apryl Company ® and 2 platoons from Company F were
helo TTFESd L6 assicned positions. The remainder »f the battalion was
not 1ifted out dne to weather and darkness.

A% 241030 Command Group Alpha ard Command Group Bravo, dompanies ¢ and
H and the remainder »f Company ¥ were helo lifted oub and units @ontinued
on assigned mission,

At 2h1105H Company H found one 500 1b bomb dud at YD ;911515 bomb blowm
with 7% 1b O«h.

A% 25110% Compeny G patrol found at YD L78I48 3 houses 60 X 8 ft. wooden
floors with mats, 2 bundles punii sticks, 2 monkey skelatons, 1 bottle
medieine, 20 fi~hting holes from northwest to ssuthwest and 30 animal
pens, which have not been used in approximately 2 months. All houses and
animal pens dastroved and punji sticks scattere?,

At 261630H Company ¥ located a patch of 10 punji stakes about 14" long
stickineg out of zround on trail Tic (VD LB0127) resulted in two UOMC wa,
Stakas destrovead,

Kt 270900H Company K found well defined trail from (YD L4%1145) south

to (Y0 1,77133), also 2 bomb shelters every 50 meters alone trail from
(YD L480136) to (YD 478133,

At 271832 Company T patrol at (YD 92162) made contact with 1 VC. VC
broke contact with patrol, seen staggering, appar=ntly wounded,

At 28130071 Company B found 1R - 75mm Rds in house Vie (YD L83167)
Enzineers destroyed roundse.

At 281625 Company F f£omd 2 Chicom grenades, one pgdn hat and VC
Diary on trail Vie (YD L477177). Destroyed rrena-aes and forwarded diary

for evaluation at Regt, :
3. |)E‘:ljmssgiiﬁiz'..iT
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At 2909301, Company F point man at ¥D 501231 spotted 1 VC moving south T
on Trail., Point man fired L rounds S/) fire, VC fled north and left blodd on irs..
bloody pack and sandles. Rear poin® man at YD 500179 spotted one WVA on trail,
NVA fired 1 SA round and-one frag grenade. Rear point man ‘fired 20 SA rds and cne
frag grenade. Rece'ied 6 irag goenadss from the west and returned 6 M-79 rounds,
i M=26 grenades and 1CO rourds o 3/A. There were 3 USMC WIA in this action,

At 291120H, Company ‘point man spotted 1 VC at YD 500180, Point man fired
5 rounds S/A at range of 30 meters hitting VC, VC ran into brush leaving
following itemse 1 cartridpge belt 1 canteen, 1 M~26 grenade and 1 poncho,
Bauipment covered with blood, VC pursuéd but brokes contact.

At 2911501, Compa.y & “c:ated one 500 1b bomb in the vicinity of YD L96157.
Jurh was blown in p.=ce,

At 300820H, Compzny F found old VC harbor site on banks of stream network,
Found 2 bunkers, 2 tunnels, 25 fighting holes. Fighting holes and bunkers
weather worn and caved in.

At 0112OOH, Command Group "B" and Company G and H OPCON to Lith Marines.

At 020810H, Company G machinz sy tsam movine from ZHeir mieht-'pacilion
ot amother” nesw=by position at V“1522pur tripped an wlmxm explosive devieer
’n a Well camouflaged hole resulting in 5 D3VC WIA.

At 02100CH, Cormpany F located two A/A firing positions at YD 533196. Also
found four bomb shelters in area., No sign of recent use; ares heavily bombed and
brrned out,

At 0211L54, Command Group "B", Company G and H OPCON to 2/26,

At 020930H, Command Group "B" received 8 rounds of sniper fire from side of
mountain during helo landing at ¥D 553220. Air strike called, sniper fire
ceased.

At 03210CH. Company G squad size ambush took 2 VC under fire with S/A at
1D 5372Lli. One VC confirmed WIA, area searched at first light with negative
re sults.

At CL101LH, Corpany H executed emergency medevac for 3 USMC WIA, WIAt's
were a result of a booby trap at YD 517266,

At OL1800H, Commend Group "B" Company G and Company H returned to bth Marinec
perimeter., Assumed CPCON of E/2/L.

0508214, Company F located one bunker B8x6x5 feet under construction,
Cne bunker covered with logs and leaves., Both bunkers destroyed at YD 56521l.

At 0510LOH, Company F point man received S/A fire from 3 VC at YD 555307.
Returned fire and searched area with nepatlva results. -

At 0514004, Company G and H 2/26 and Company E 2/l OPCON to MBI_ASSEFEEB
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At OSI%%Sh, Company E received § ~ 10 rounds sniper fire from right
flank at 533257 cousing 2 WIA USMC. Returned 250 5.56mm and 20 60mm
rounds in area of sniners,

At OA1100K assumad OPCON E 2/L, H 2,26 and G 2/26. 2d Bn 26th Marines
relieved 2d Ea 9th Marines of Lth Mariues perimeter security,

At 071800H Fomnﬂr* H fommd Ch*iom arenade boobytrapu Boobytrap was
not camouflaped ano nad tiip wii: attacned,

At 072210H lLth Marines commlex received 21 rounds of Fwcnmin ~ mortaws
A1l rounds landed outside of perimeter wire, resulting in one USMT WIA,

At 080702H Company E 2/} found booby trap 15" lone holding 20 1lbs of
anplosive. Rooby trap had pressure type firine device buried in road at
D L01k58. Booby trav blown in place, .

At 0R0930H Company T spctted § - B Viednamese at YD 381409, whe nhtold
w0 stop they ran, Tired on and observed two to fall. Because of mission
and size of unit further exploration was not followed, Results 2 VC KIA(prob)

At OB1000H Company F blocking force received sniper fire fwem one VC
t YD U96L2h. Returned fire with arty resultineg in one VC KIA (prob),

At O81100H Company T nuade. contact with 25 - 30 VC &t YD 486L35. Received
approximately 500 rounds @L¥ , returued with §,56mm, 7.62mm and 3,5 rockets.
VC broke contact leaying two dead. Resultine in 2V C KIA, «

At 081120H Company T captured one V¢ with weapon at YD 156353, V¢
vaken to collection point,

At 082530H Company ¥ received B rounds SAF from YD )473418.
Returned fire with 100 rouwnds of 7,62 znd 2 - 3.5 rockets. Incoming

fire ceased.

At 0818205 Company T spotted ¢ VC, L Of which were carrying weapons.
Fired M-79 and small arms. VC brown to east and west. “hile sesrching area
saw 1 VC swimming across siream fired upon same observed V0 to disappear.
Large cuantities of blood found in ares, Resultines in 3 VO KIA,

At C81830W man in Company ¥ squad patrol tripped basby trap resultine
in one USMC WIA. WIA nedevaced.

At 0900504 Company E, lth Marines rareived 30 rounds incomine mortar
fire. Receivod £ USTC WIA, Retwrned fire with 8lmm and 105mm.

At GF1300H Company ¥ patrol found one MIA2 grenade launcher adapter,

2d rounds .45 cal como and 4O ro nds .30 cal ammo in hut occupied by
V ietnamese male, a7e 55, Male taken to Company T CP as detainee.

T T
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At 100455LH, Company ¥ patrol searched house at YD 135327 and captured
one male Tietnamese age about 25. Detainc~ has no I.D. Will be

t aken to TP,

At 1006L0OH ., Company F gwespine force moving west alone trail
when 2 VC fired or. noin? at ¥ u35377. Returned fire with small arms,
M=79 and 3.5 rockets, {184k} was WIA and medevaced,

At 100910H, Company F blocking force spotted 3 VC across river at
YD LL4387, Flr\,d and Sbserve & one to fall. One USMC drowned while

bursuing VC into river.

At 101020H, (c<mpany F blocking force reccived one sniper round
wounding one USMC, Blocking force returned fire with unknown results,

At 10'3.305H,‘ sompany F blocking force rcceived sniper fire at YD 456390,
Called arty mission with good target coverage. FHeard loud sereaming
after shelling. ,

At 1108154, a man from Company F patrol stepned in hole and exploded
booby trap at YD L5L38Y. Mzn wounded in right hand.

At 110855H, a man from Company F stepred in punji pit wounding self
in left leg.

At 110930¥, Company F sweeping force detained nine males at
D 457382, Detainces taken to collection point.

At 111054, Company F sweeping force search house at YD 43L372
and found 3 packs, i canteens, 3 ponchos, NVA uniforms, 9 roundg”
«30 cal rounds, medical supplies and NVA documents, Sent same to S22,

At 111,254, Company F picked up one detainece at YD h8h372,
Detainee has symptoms »f rabies, 'Taken to BAS,

% 121204H, Company Y point man tripped booby trap at YD 58526l
resulting in five USMC WIA,

At 1212304, Company E Lth Marines picked up three detainees at
YD 363L40. Detainees taken to CP.

At 1311054, man from Company © tripped 155mm booby trap at YD 5792611
Man was DOW before reaching BAS.

Lt 140725H, Company E Lth Marines ®ngineer Team found two home-
made anti-personnel mines at YT 38438 with pull release firing devices.
Mines dlsarmad and turned into D:unsion Englneers.

Ab mlm{ cho'aped OPCON E/Q/Z- , to 9th Marines, . DEG!,p U§§F ?Eﬂ

it lSOGOOH, 2d Battalion 26th Marines Jepariiced hth Marines CP for
9th Marines overating area. 2nd Plt,é Company H OPCON Lith Marines,
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11. Resul’s

a. Friendly: KA, 3 DGT, 26 EIA

be Enemy: 3 ZIA (conf), T KIA [»rob), 1 WIA (coni‘), 1 Pow
75 detrices

12, Administrative Matters., The administrative plan initially was not
in the hands of the operauing u:its until after thc operation began,
This caused $ome problems in the beginning. Administrative support

‘7as add 3.

e Su’ﬁpl z

(1) Whilc on this operation the ta ttalion was supnorted by the
LSA unit locate?d in the Shawnee area. Throughout the operation this
tattalion received excellent conperation and support from Lt CATLE
and his men.

(2) The Regimentsl S-lj of the Lth Marires helped in every way
possible and on maxey occasious Major LINNEMAN called to see if he could
d2 more for US e

(3) All supplies were timely an¥ adequate, although there were
oceasions when utility uniforms and boots were called for, but not
recelved.

(h) Resunply of the out lying units was excellent and the
helicopters used in supnort of this resupply =.:x nionnhic,

t» Malntenance, Organic fzeilities for 2d echelon repair of weapons,
vehicles and communications equipment were located in the rear CP,
This permitied expeditiovs renair when required spare parts were
available.,

¢- Treatment of Casualties, Evacnation and Hospitalization

(1) A battalion aid station and ward were established in the
battalion CP rear. The ward was utilized for the treatment, retention
and obsarvation of casualties until evacuation by motor vehicles was
practical,

(2) The rezeiving and clearing platoon located at the Regimental
CP was adequate.

d. ?Eggsgortétion

(1) Wo motor transport elements were attached to this battalion.
A1l requests for support were submitted to Regiment.

(2) TIn all cases response for both tactical and resupply require-~

mants wis adequa té . | .. DECL Assa Egﬁ“
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Qe conmmca tions. During the operat.cn there were no communication
problems %.th the PRO-25 equipment. There was a relay station estab-
1ished which was utilized while the battalion was on the opposite

side of the primsry mountain ridge from Regiment.

fo Medical Fvaluati.n, uUrarati-n Shawnee proved to be a difficult
area for helo evazua®ici. In «< ne inctances the injured had to be
carried some distance to the landing zone due to terrain., Other than
this no ma jor problems were enc.untered.

13, ‘Bpecial Equipment and Techniques. Englneers were used extensivaly
for elearing Lzls. BIGVldP duds and enemy eémplacements, .

“ he Commander's Analysis

B4 Though a iarge 4red was covered during the Operation, contacts
were few and with small units. There was n» evidence of large enemy
units operating in area recently.

b, The Battalion conducted the Operation using an "Alpha" and
"Bravo" Command Group. This wes necessary duc to larsc area of
operation, dispersion of companies and for adequate control of sub-
ordinate units,

15. Recommendatione. It is believed that there is still s sizable
enemy force operating within the general area further narthwest. Further
operations in the areca are recommended.

D D, QU

D, D, CHAPLIN
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TEADQUARTERS
" 2d Battalion, 26th Marines
3d Marire Division (Rein)-FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602
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3100
3/KEM/ vt -
20 June 1967
From: Commanding Officer . -
To: Commanding Genéral, 34 Marine Division.(Rein), FMF
Via: Commanding Officer, 34 Marines
Commanding Officer, 9th Marines
Subj: Combat Operzti-n After Action Report
Ref': (a) 9th Mari nes Operatisn’Order 5-67
(b) Maps: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, AN LTO li, Sheets 63h2 T and 6!41.2 Iv e
‘_L
e
1. C2§ 2 Name, Operation HICKORY
2, ZTete of Operation, 17 tay - 28 May 1967
3. Location, QUAN GIO LINH District, QUANG TRI Province, VIETNAW
L, Control and Commnd Jeadquarters ¥
2ot 2 -\
Winth Marines 17 - 2l May 1957 Col ¥,E. HAMERBECK =
: - =
Third Marines 2l = &8 Vay 1967 057 J.R. STOCKMAN ‘o
2
23 Zattalion, 246th “arines (Rein) >:
17 May 1967 I_l',COJ. C. R, FIGARD ;s,
1% - 25 Ty 1967 LtCol W.J, MASIE RPOOL‘ x
26 ~ Z7 Moy 1967 Maj Je. R, LANDER %
27 = 28 May 1967 LtCol D.D, CHAPLIN N,
H&S Corpany (=) 17 = 19 lay 1967 Capt A, J., WALKE
20 - 28 lay 1967 Capt A, H, MULLIGAN
Corpany B (Rein) Capt F, D, FULFORD
Company F (Rein) Capt G, E, FORD
Company G (Rein) Capt S, E, OOTS
Company H (Rein) Capt J. J. ROZMAN 'z
3
P <
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5. Task Organization

2d Battalion, 26th Mar.ines (Reifo
H%S Company (=) |
Company E (Rein)
Company F (Rein)
Company G (Rein)
Company H (Rein)

6. Sucporting Forces

a., Artillery Support ‘
(1) wB" Btry, lst Battalion, 13th Marines and *C" Biry, 1§t Battalion,
2uh Merdnes were in direct support of 2nd Ea%talion, 26th Marines,

(2) Several missions were fired on VO and VA, but due to the lapse
of time from missions shot, %ill the time impact area could te cbserved
either by cighting or recon, any casucliies prodvcéd by missions gave the
enenty sufficient time to evacuate dead and wowndad,

3) On 19 May 1967 an NVA Artiliery Battery was sighted and FO
cclled for & fire mission. While in process of fire mission, assistance
was reasived from A0 in adjustment of 2ty fire. Prlor t o fire mission
A0 was a ssisting Air Strike. AD gave following report of botn missions
15 B3 Q) by arty, 10 KIA (C) by air with two gus knocked out and 3
heavily camaged.

(I:y Through out opecation HICKORY, several counter mortor and
ecounter rocket uncbserved missicns weve fired., But at times when
oshbearved fire was in prograss, secondary explosion din Impast arca was
repcrtad with moderate to heavy damage.

(5) ‘the ariillery support given 2nd Battalion, 26th Marines on
mmevation HICKhORT was adequate, and assisted units in carrying out thelr

MLESL0N,
b, Air Support

(1) Cle= Aly Support and daily air logistics was supplied by
the Squadrons of the lst Marine Aircraft Wing.

(2} Events duri-ng period 16 May to 31 May 1967,

(a) 16 May - 123CH at cosedinates YD 1LL701 F Co FAC called
in through A0 tvwo (2) flights of A-L‘s, The tarzet was enemy fortified
positions, automatic weapons snd mortar., The flights covered 90% of the
target ; pcoordination with the 40 was conducted through 1L Actual with

by,

excellent response, Results of air strike aﬁmrﬁ edevacs wer y
2 M (<)
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extracted thrtughout the day, reswlting in one . UTn’b being shot down by SAF.

Emergency resupply was 1nsarted that night by use of strobe lights ag ref=
erences,

(b) 16 May lhBOH coordlnatﬂs D 1h3694, 0o @ received
fire (5) casu1+1°s resulting from NVA SAF, mortar and weapons fire; due to
heavy contact in vicinity Medevacs had to be extracted on tracked vehicles
vice helicopters, UH-3li?s transported an emergency resupply of ammo into
vic YD 11363k after dark with only flashlights to direct them into a
very small 1Z., The UH~3L!'s did a very commendable job,

(¢) 16 May ~1300-1500H at corrdinates YD 146700 to YD 147690
an A0 was on stabtlon with fixed wing to conduet zontinudous airstrikes in
support of Co's F md 2, bobh of which was redeiving large amounts of
incoming fire. UHIE gunships suvplimented whenn fixed wing was not available,
Medevacs were condueted with ne ensuing problems, UH-3l's conducted emergency
resupplies throughout the evening.

(2) 17 May - Co G resumed heavy conbact in viec ¥D 1hl703,

taking 33 casualtiess Medevacs were corducted to all comparies in expecitions
ro fessional menner.

(e) 18 May - Co G came
ination between 1) Actual, ;

, w2s taken with ¢ flieht ; ; Tnllee -t ne expend

boiws «ad saepalm on enemy positions; tho fire cesscd after strike, Company
G received 15 casualties. Corpany G FAC coordinated the Medevac shortly
after, Lyt Larrage with UH-3Lis, The arcs of the 17 was not secure ag
geeondx after 1iftoff another mortar barrsge foilowed, Rasupply was
unavenviwly LZ secure by Shet Vvine,

ted NVA mortar harrage,
0, a fixoin vie

-vl.“

(£f). 18 ¥May =~ Co B received two (2} incoming rocket rounds,
eign®, () 02mm rds and SiF, ALD had A0 on station with fixed wing thru
coordinniicy cwith Co E FAC the AD deployed fixed wing into target area
with bomes and =apalm resuiting in good area covirage, BDA unknown.
Medevacs wsre conducted quickiy wi ul‘l no proolema,

{g) 18 May - Co # conduuted 7 McdeGCa throughout the day
vith sallsfaciory servics. being provided, :

¢ e ALO secvred AO w;th flveﬁ wing to strike NVA
Lo posiloiore 2h T 124775, Borbs covered area well with AO re-

: ¢ ogune destroyed and probabliy 3 others dameged. Enemy
cesuuLiles LO‘KIA. Airstrikes were conducted throughout the day on
ohjectives in asgigned Z0A.

{1) 19 May = Co G utilized W-3L's to extract § Medevacs,
an airstrike at locst ion YD 11h73h,‘

confirmed NTA troopa and hwnkers. Two flichis of A-l?s were utilized

e:pendlnz napalm, 250f503 boribr. 304 T3 bunBers combined NVA living, supply,

mortar and AA positions were “estroyed cr damanaod, WVA casvalty count

not a vailable, ‘

P LT  DECLASSIFER
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(k) 20 May = &irs‘bnkes were conducted throughout the day en
object-.ive in 708, | . |
(1) 21 May = Multi flights of A-lits, F<lhi!s and F,Bls were
¢alled in through coordinated efforts of the ALO and AD.on station, to
cover area YD 113733 with mapalm and borbs, after 2 CH—h6 received AWT
from that area. TDA was L5 bunker destroyed.

T (m) 22 May - 2nd Bnm, 26th Marines CO employed UHIE for. =
routine recen flicht, Co H F’\C utilized A0 on station for recon of -
objectives in ass:n.gned o P

i'r:} 23 T"W"éa o Medevecs or fixed wing reguirs

(o) 24 May - ('o F enmlcyed U‘f«lL‘ for routine recon flight
5t req‘ms‘ nf Co F‘ COs

(p) 25 May .- 0700 8o H coordinated with A0 to conduct air
strikes in vic of Hill 117 (YD 069698). Targets werg cnemy bunkers, troops
and mortar pos:.tions. Target coverage was exceilent 85/90% with 13 KIAC,

30 KIAP and estimated 25 bunkers destroyed. 250/500 1b bonbs, mapalm,
20mn and rockets were employed acainst positions,

: (a) 25 May - 1500H Co H FAC ealled fur ailrsirike in vic
YD 242575, AO on station controlled stiike ubtiliszire 504G ib Bombs,
mn'.t'].l.u QM rockets against NVA bunier and iroups: 8U/50% sree coverage
wibh 1o : KZAC and 25 KTAP

(r) 26 May = 1L Actual through Co ;:-1' FAC 2nd &9 cocrdinated
sivstiies, throughouy moiminz on troops, bunkews snd mortar positions,
at cocrdinated YD 070695: ordinance used 250/% ')O/ 750 ib bomos and %apalm.
DA estimated 50 bunker' des*"orved or Jdamaged with pO r\L’\P NVA .

; (8) 26 T‘Iay o leH UHle C&C aircraft carrying 2nd Bn, 26th
Mardine ¢ Commending Officer, ‘wecutive Gificer, Co H CO, and 3¢ Bn, lth
Harires Co ¥ CO was shov duim at ccordinate YD 077708 v:Lc of - liftoff from
Co H posiiion, - Co H FaC CL)“"l""’T and inmedi ately diverted A0 and fixed
wing t5 position; ehsse -3l retrieved passepgers and diverted to DONG HA.
Afrstriies hit avea of enemy fire with SCG/T50 1000 1b bombs, mapalm and
sviafing. 100% of arec was novared, Pf:sj.tlon of AW site believed to be

deviroyed s

24 h“r s fj,‘(‘ah Co T called for emergency Medevacs UH.3}4
sentied inte Lz by aid of ilasnllght no difficulties were encountered,

(u) 2” May - Co- F FAC conducted an airstrlke on 6-10 rocket
sites, at coordinates YD 055700. One flight of F-31s dropped two 2000 1b
bombs-one bombwzs direct hit, probable two (2) positions destroyed, A0
dirzcted arty on position priosr to airstrike,

(v) 27 May = Cumpenies © and F located in close enough -
proximity utilized the same Lz for reuupmv Th: zone was secure with
friendly treons in 21l quadiants, The helo refused to settle into LZ and
sub=eq1.ently unlaaded supplies w‘u le nwovering a porox 81 to 101 off the

ST DBOeSIFE)
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grotnd, resulting in loss of over 1/2 the resupply water;s the FAC operator
informed pilot of situation with no success, o .

(w) 28 May - Mo Medevacs or fixed wing required,
7. Intelligence
a., FEnemy Situation at Beginning of Operation

(1) At the beginning of the operation, an enemy.unit estimated.to
be of battalicn size, wos ms intsining contset with friendly units, “ni-
tially; the enemy would sttack with mortars to halt the advance of a
friendly unit, then would open contact with a heavy volume of small arms

fire, including numerous machine guns,

(2) 2s frlendly units advanced through the obwectlve area the enemy
began withdrawing towards the DMZ. The ehemy continued to employ mortars
extensively, frequently firing rockets and artilleryin an attempt to
delay the friendly units, While the enemy never attemnted to counter-
attack or hold any definite position he was found to be well organized
and well equimmed, On oceassions when contact was made, the enemy. conducted
a well coordina ted plan of defense and would not bresk contact until
frisndly artillery was called,

b, Wezther and Terrain
(1) Yo adverse weather condltlons occured during the operat;on.

(2) The objective area had two distinetive tOpographlc regions,

The east portion of the area was pradominately irolling plains of generally
less‘than 50 meters, This region had lavge areas of open grasslands :
flanked by hedgerows and dense secondary growth., Many cultivated areas
were Tound scattered throughout the area and only 2 few native dwellings
were stiil use~ble, The sceondary growth which separated the elearsd and
cultivated areas was extrenely denss, The wide variety of closely spaced
trees found in the secondavy arowth severely restricted foot movement and
limited observation and fields of fire. The western portion of the obj-
ective area consisted primarily of hills ranging up £o 190 meters. The
vegetation on the hills was predominantly elephant grass., Strands of
orest were generally encountered on the slones of the hills. These
strandz were usuvally smsll in eize; ond the trees were generally spaced
far enough apart to rvrmit eagy movsment. The vegetation in the valleys
separating the hills was predominantly burned out forest, The trees were
¢t such density thet direct movement was prohibited, but were spaced
well enough apart that ease of movement could be raPWdlv made., The
characteristics of the area favored the enemy by providing h1m with ample
cover and coneealment for personnel/equipment.
8. Mission., To conduct a search and destroy oprratLon i area (YD 1468,
north o southern boundriss of the DWV, southwest to YD 0669, then south
to route #9),

7+ Concept of Operation. To attack north from vic of CON THIEN, in column

supported by tanks and ontos to conduct search and dest to the southern
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bourndry of the DMZ. “On order attack o ‘east to capture or destroy enemy
forces, supplies and'equipment, On order attack to the south and continue
mission to route #9,

10, EXECUTION
as Operation HICKORY commenced with the termination of operatlon FRAIRIE
IV at 170001Y4 May 1967.

b, A chronological listinq of dignificant events follows

at 170001K; Cperation Hickory comminuse s d Operation Frairie IV sermin-

At 170530H, Company Gﬂkeard n-ise in brush at YD 1h3692. Fired approx-
imately 100 rounds 554 rnsultmg in 2 NVA KIA(C).

At 1707OOH, Company H point trlpped ChiCom booby tran wounding two USMC,

At 171515H, Companv H spotted one NVA at YD 144703, Fired two rounds
SAF, man fel] and crawled into brush. Checked arca with negative results.

171600H, Battalion CP received Lk rounds of 82mm rounds wounding 20
Ucﬂu 1n'1ad1n” Battalion Commander. Returned fire with 81lmm mortars.

At 1716304, Company ¥ received aporoximately 25 rounds of 8Z2mm mortar.
Alsos rescived 2 surface to surface rockets, Returned fire with 90mm,
§1rm, 6 Omm, .50 cal and ,30 cal. Company F received 11 WIA in this action,

At 1717004, Company G at YD 134701 came under intense SAF and mortar attack
from front and left flank, Two incoming rounds iere gas similar to CN or
CC. Returned fire with 8lmm counter mortar end SAF., Captured one heavy
rachinegnun, one automatic rifle, one semi-automatic rifle, 6 ChiCom grenades
and misceileneous equiprent, There were 2 USMC XTA, 25 USMC WIA, 8 NVA
KIA (C) and 7 ¥VA (P) in this action,

At 17171§H, Company F at YD 139706 received 8 82mm mortar rounds and 20 SA

sniper fire from YD 111706, Returned fire with 2 106mm rounds, 16 M=79
rounds and 450 SA rounds. Observed direct hit with 106mm rounds. Two
NVA KLk gu) in this awyions

A% 3.71800H, Battalion CP at YD 138705 received 35 rounds of 82mm mortar.
Totarned flru with 8imm counter-inortar attack. Siz USMC were WIA in this
action. : '

At 172045H, Company & observed b NVA approaching perimeter at YD 135712,
Took NVA underfire resulting in 2 NVA KTA (C), 2 NVA XI" (P) and capturing
one machinegun, one 57mm RR tripod, one 57mm RR round one antl-tank mine
and 7 Cthom vrenades. .

1t 2723150, untill 180015 Battalion CP feceived approximately 200 rds of
82mm mortar rounds at YD 138705. Reburned flre with 81mm and arty m1531ons.
Battalion CP received 13 WIA.

: DEM*S‘SE%M — -
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At 180930H, Company ¥ at YD 138705 received 15 to 20 rounds of 82mm mortar -
fire from the northwest. Returned fire with 81lmm counter-mortar sttack,
Company F received 2 XTA'S and 5 WIA' in this contact,

At 180950H, Company & and G spotted 20-25 NVA running across at YD 13471k,
Both companies received very heavy S*F. A tank moving with Company E
Received one rocket round, TRoth companies in contact at this time,

At 181135H, Company H received SAF from their west when helo attempted to
land, Company H received one WIA,

At 18122%H, Company H received 10 82mm mortars, and was engaged in fire
f10h+ vnth an gstimated squad of NVA. :

At 181630H, Company @& received 6 rounds 82mm mortar at YD 130370 while moving
west, Returned fire with 60rm and 8lmm mortars. Compeny G received 12
USMC WIAin this action,

At 18 2000H, Company E at YD 135712 received 2 rocket rounds and a large-
vclame of SAF from the NE resulting in 1l) USMC WIA, Returned fire with 60mm
olom counter-mortar fire and arty missio. o

At 182022H, 7ompany H LP sighted 2 NVA firss on same, 1 enemy KIA (C),
and capturod one automatic weapon.

182025, Company H LP observed 2 ¥VA in front of his position at YD
¢uu103, }A-ed upon WVA with 53°F and M-79., Resulting in twﬁ'NVA‘KIA;

At 190010H, ccawltulatiop of casuvalties for 18 May 1967 is 3 USMC KIA,
10L UsMS VUT and 3 NV* KIA,

At 19C720H, Company B reccived one arty round fron unknown direction,
Received one USMC WIA,. '

At 190000H, Company ¢ received ten 60mm mortar rounds et YD 123716,
Cormany G received 16 “IA, While moving through position to evacuate WIA
Company G found 16 fresh graves with 2 NVA in each. ,

Lt 1908508, Comp any G recsived 15-20 32mm mortar rounds wounding 18 USMC
znd mne female corresnondent. Returned fire with unimown results.

-

P 1912151, Covpany B found 6 bunkers at YD ‘2b?26 While searching bunkers
sitlec e VA and captured one bolt action rifle and on= demo kit.

AT 21911L54, Ontos moving north with Company H hit AT mine at YD 12571).
Ontos comletely Hostrﬂyeﬂ One USMC was KIA and 7 USMC WIA,

At 191340H, Company B at YD 123730 found 10 bunkers, L 82mm mortar rounds,
1 port *ble flame thrower with sun 2nd nozzel, 5 cans of fuses for 82mm
mortars, 1 can of black powder, hd sal »¢ undo, Chifom grenades, 1 US .30
cal machine~un with ex tra baf-el 50 ibs “f vlce, assortvd personnel gear
and two dead NVi.
results.
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A 19TLHOM Company H man detonated a ChiCom bocby trap ab 1D 113716, two
USMC were WIA, : ' ‘ v

At 1915201 H&S Company found ohe Chicom 1light machiné sun with two drum
type mazazines, cne rear barrel from 2 Soviet 82mh recoiless rifle and
two qead \IV& who had been dead for about 2k hvurs.

AtlQIBSO Company G received 30 rounds of‘ 105mm arty from enemy arty position
at 0 124775, Called arty missi-m and air strike. AOQ renorted 2 guns
inocked out and 3 damazed also reported 10 NVA KTA by air and 15 NVA KIA
by arty.

At 192300H H&S Company man heard noise a t YD 133719, Man threw frag
grenade wounding one USMC from fragmenta of grenade.

At 200115Y Company ¥ recsived one incoming round >f undetermine caliber.
One USMC was WIA.

At 2D0955Y Battslion CP received two rounds sniper fire. One USH was WIA.

AN 2012007 Compr ny H discovered a bomb shelter and bunker comnlex throughe
out the northern portion of Thon An Kha. Search of ares revenlsd a large
amount of assorted ammo and equipment. Papers and documents were found

and turned into Battalion S~2, All equipment destroved except 12 82mm
_mortsr rounds .

At 2010 Company G observed NVA arty position at ¥D 109783 firing on
Con Thisn., Requested arty mission, Mission delaved due to friendly sir-
craft in area, Mission fired at 1715H with excellent tarzet coverage.

A% 201500 H&S C-mpany found one MVA KIA with weapon at YD 133710.

At 2014559 B Covpany anprehendsd three local Vietnamese at YD 123730,
Detainees taken to collection point by helo,

At 2020Z0H Company F at vD 127723 received 8 rounds 82mm mortar from
D 124722, Returned fire with arty mission with good target coverage.
Pesulis unknown.,

L% 202L0CH picked wup 180 NVA XiA (Prob) as result of acti-n from
17 Vay 1967.

L% DIDY3TH 211 108%s from ONTOS which hit mine on 19 May have been
salvaged and seut oub on resuoply' chOpr)er along with a WIA who was
a result of AT mire,

At 210900H Gompany H fourd a 15 foot hole mt‘n s 15" anple, PdH9sible
enany missle launch site,

At 211300H Company H at Y') 11"722 heard enemy arty battery firing from

240 azimuth, Arty mission was. called with good target coverage. "Results
unknovn . . .
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v*r‘ ous ?\TVx eqm;ment &150 f‘@und 20 bunkevs reurv:éute t:) m. 1» hB ’f’f‘m ’hhe
wegt. ~ x :

M 22@1;2@& Gompany G LP heavd and sai movemsih north 8% their p051t10n at
¥D 13 -+ LP #eceived one ETaP:Frerade W”und+nv ong U@Mﬂ,dvﬁeturn d. fire

u 5

At 2211 OSH Commn,v H at ¥D 10?;793 found .5 bamh shelters wi‘n:: fighting " :

positions on Bop. Wi hting p asitiens had Iouse 80rm morber rounds gnd

smmq: ol ‘)lPCuE- of =q uipment that, arme&red to be a rorke«t l‘amacher. :
Eaui mcru, nas gent to Ba’ofmlmn 8-2.. SRR R p e

#

'nanv H at ‘KD 105722 fwnd smvenal. flrerboard tubes mta
~origal Sevices and eivcular metal blauea for roc7 o na" or lcuncher. o
:,,5‘”_'!5 1- u*il"t,’l t@) Batt""-i-j on lmnaI\P . e . 3 - Fh byl

A+/“°*é“”"

: Yo quj'."'c: fo\mc} emf uments a.nd
Loitems sent $o rear on ¢sur-p1v helo.«

vy

2y “xuv fl"

at F 0937:15

A” 23 UjH Campany F fovﬂd‘x‘ ® win in well camouflaged ares ‘at YD 115722 ‘
Approxdastely 1,000 pa by TIce Lurned into. Ba*‘tal1 on S~2.

5 Kl&rﬁi ,f“b Ulf'le) o'ea. e hlng‘
'~ an" %‘Sﬁrued m;" equloment.

O M.*r:a"es at YD 110725, -
a4 57,700 pias te 73 in North

At ,_’+16,O1{ Com seny 4 at YD 11772 3 fmund ?W}; :ClO‘bhlnP', h C‘h:LCom grenades o

and 6 botmw of "memran penlr'lalen. trrweri all equlpment
At 231 QF e t VD 11‘:"721 C:rnvany F fnu.‘,
revenled numerous hutq, bunkers i
Umstrovv huw, bun}cers 'mr
renm,

ua NVA basb cwp. Search of area o
5. apl assorted NVA. equlpment
' _Pg* ers and dpcuments_se,n,tkto

2t 2?192’\}{ ”wmﬁa“y' "r{ m'm d’evf‘-la tad o r’mat "D 104720. @ne USMC-
1rus U'_A.

g Ly
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G re&e’:i'!red cne grenadle at ‘ID 095?3.3, resul:ti‘ﬁg in Am

wdu - melf A Jef¥ fhand.

-‘E A

At 2h:usooz Co@anyix found bunker ‘and. fmhtmf_a: hale ccmplsx at m 071697. e
a"i‘lghténg hqles des'smyed. L I e

Bmkers el

A% mlnszﬁ spe’st@d che Nwa 4% YD uf1697ﬂ Flred two rounds SAF wizh'
nknow Fesaits,

At hozlew ?omﬁn;f o a% Yh 003‘6“‘ renciwid S 58 ‘i"d‘mfis of avtillery,
estimated to be 105mm from a 165 azmtn. The"e were no cssualtias.

At 250350H Conpany G at D 08?686 received 4O to 50 rounds of 609311 mortar.
f’allﬂd Arfy mission with unlmown results.

AY 250035H eompany H mage conta.t with an sstimated relnfcn'ced Nva campany
at YD 049696, The énemy was well dugin bunkers and fl"‘h'blng pogitions. .
T'n— raguTh ﬁ"' TR s anttan was '-'3 4‘”‘0';’1"" YT'\ 20 f "‘ . _: WIh, 26 NTE l"“*"‘

(¢} .!nu. '.'1."‘ YA OKYA (P).

At 2507 )fﬂ! t&?~’c1'3113n v-eccived 12 rorkut “@Lnds ’betﬁ?t,e‘i f‘rmn@m u'und v
Iion GF &b YD 093687, Three. USHG were WI#N l‘ur st '1Les Were called
at eneny roaltlons with 7ood target: cow—;ra:ze L

A L, 8201 (,snpany B still in contact at IO 031690 ‘hir strike called
0112 ho’u morning. . ' ' ‘

At 251 JUH H&S cormany man recsived a concussicn Fron bLast o 81mm

mertar. round leavlng tube, T L S

At 1 L5H f'm.pany”—{'éngcmd 2a esbimated N" br ttalion (m) in bunkers

avd Tighting holeg.at ¥D 05§ 007. At 164EH Company K 3d Battd ion, Lth
Marines cHipned: OP@,D’\‘ 5.2 % uallon, 26th Marines and moved to company
H right flank in sappwt of C Dany ‘{. Company H and X withdrew under
Arty and eir strike t0 vocormanire and medevac,; The resuss of this actien
wis 15 WA K (C), 2” "u 1(1 ' ir), 60 11‘1end.r.y WIA and 9 f‘*lendly I’IA

A% 25152921 C p-w. vy I“ at VT‘ O’vi ¥ 81d ener’r,, Ar o ‘th ry at a 270 azimuth
Tram their po 't:w“., cilled Avvry mission with unlmown results,

wcen helo was shot Jown ab YD 053705, Battalion Commander,
% mz"uan X, Comnany H and ¥ Commanding Ofi‘lcer's aboard, There were )
USMC WIA in th;s incident, Battalion Commander “TA, Battalion YO took
commarid at t,h'is ’c.i?qe. S ' o

anﬂk area with negat:.ve results.

EE%E.@%%EFE%B —
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At 261830H Company G rCﬂJrhcﬂ a unimoum number of NVA firins at Helo gk YD
O9660ﬂ Ca8led arty mission and sent two tanks with one plateon %o chesk
area, Checked out area W1th negative results.

4t ?62225H Company ¥ man was unlo:_adlmT L5 cal pistol when he accidentaly .
shot self in leg. e

At 271000E Hew Eattal on Cormander takes command,

At 271400H Company E received a short 8lrm round from Battalion CP, One

USHS was WJA as a result,

A£t27LEO0H Cowpany ® and 7 ssarchning out hill 117 2% YD 067659 found more .
than 4O log and dirt bunkers, most of them destroyed by air and arty missions,
telephone lines running along tr31153 one M-60 MG spare barrel, six M-16
rlxles, one M=-79, and two M-72. Area received excellient coverage by air

and arty missions, Could smell deud bodies under rubble but found none,

A%t 20075CH Company F at ¥D 067699 found 2 anti-aircraft positions with
37rm shell casings in positions, Trench connects positions ¢ dirt and
log buuxers, One mositi=m received direct hit from either arty or air.
Position had stench of dead persons., '

At 2331208 Company ™ at YD 271696 found 90 largs Hun&gr"- mﬁlahed in denth
on woth sides of trail rumning south. Average size was 6iLX, feet. Bunkers
corssructed within the last week. Also found WVA equipment, ChiCom 7.62
tinked Lno, 5 20 X mgzazines for Soviet 2XL7, sssor tad madical gear

and: one NVA bloody Uniform, One NVA XIA [P) wus cla‘med, Burkers were
cesv“de

Lt 203005H Company ¥ ot YD Q70846 receivsd wwo sai
at YD 065693, Returned fire with S& and coserved s
Tnable Lo recover body as of friendly action in ares

AE2T90CH Battalion CF recsived 10 romnds of 1b0mn rockets from 055686,
Firad 8¢rm1a1d 2y wlssion. Resulbs unknovm.

s

1 Comparny F 2t D 039730 heard enemy rocksts fire toward Con Thien.

ny 2819L ‘
Gallnd sogy ndssion snd 2ir mission., Observed secondary ewplosions at
v OKEEST

s eSphon (pcrnt;;n Wickory complsied, Oneretion Prarie TV recommences.

S0

mary of ¥resy Personnel and Biuiprent LOSSES&

a, KIA | ‘ 207

b. XA (P) 237

co POW 9

d. Detainees B

‘e, Wéapons 9 -

()
&
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12. Admntstra’c.:vu Matters

(1) 2t the bexinning of the operation we encountered many.
ébstacles which made the resupply of our units in the field a difficult task,
v firet poohlem ume thot the UST Tesnm 2s <ignad Bo ovr unit was nob in-
formeo of the radiv frequency they nas to man, hor of the procedure involved
to reguest a resusniv. Due to the intense combat action at the very
begimning of the oprrabtion this lack of Imcwledge caused emerzency resupplies
to be confused, but as time went by this obstacle was overcome,

(2} It is an unguestionable fsct that the 34 Shore Party Bn,

located s% Deng Ha has t2 suppoet 2 numerovs amount of units loceted in that
ares, bub their memner »f -peration was quite fifferent from their brethren
during the Shawnee Operation. The pcint we are trying to convey here

is that we can cope with any type of cperation as 1ong as we have prior.
knowledze of whet has to be done. An exzmnle of thls would be in the Shawnee -
Op@*-atl:)ne 411 iteme of resupply were procured by TSA and placed in the -

L% with exception »f Class II and Suadry Packs, Where as on the Praire IV,
Hickozy, and Cimarron apera tions all items had Lo be procured by our own
Battalion rear and placed in the LZ, Ws were nadurally unprepared for this
si'f.'.u"t.‘- on., The only peoplc located ia cur battalion rear at Dong HA was

a i {2y man S-l, two (2) man S-4. and a two (2) won Supply. If we

nad not boen forﬂ,na te enonch to have amme vehlﬂle Inivers remain behind

va woutd maver have been able to get the geax» tn the U7,

3y The gathering of tne wresupnly itsns were made barder bv the
Yar Mong arcas in which the agewc;.\,s' =.1mli es had to be obtsined from
;.nc,w doegted in relotion to the 12, 213D in oedar 4o draw certain types
Aic

"A 1 (
2l supplies there hed %o be a Corpsman From sur unit on hand to do
T;hlﬁ: On a2 number of occesfons when cor \er.mm el want to the ammunition
supplv point there weres people whd dif not even know vhat wes in the dump
and own ovmd peotle had to ¢ and find what Liey neaded, This caused
unneoessary delay, especizlly when there was en emergency request. A4lso
sume of tue persomnel at the ASP hed a lackadasical attitude when it came
o emerganey resunmlya. It is recomended that the LZ and the supply
azsacies be more elzsely relsted.

T ERad

RIS 20T O ¢ --.ce dwtne the doretion of this o

R Lok Thens ol eoriitmaents 0ot aveile
PRC-Ch . his havpened
TtoLre never availe
anmrinition was
Celsioa Pures 7 day ponisd r}i&ﬁﬂ Taiue we o mid he e

T mouid be advise
.'T,errs of resupply

0,

B e L e vounds For wite MeY9 Grenade Lounchor.
L T Al 1pu’:. tion of this meod=suds that ta~ao Gdse';l't-'i_{,,_g
Do mede roadly eyl licle,

(5) 1Isis recrvganwd *'h'at on occasions thz rosunply request from
the fi=ld was late, Tnis es '43;{ a hardshi» on 3d Shore-Party Bn when it
came to frag.,,lng helicopuef' for the next daya resusply, btut after the
first four days of the peps u‘mq this was rectifi=d, A point to be mentioned
in connection with this is the camunicatisns involved, During the greater
portion of the operation tle cumunicetion ir-m bthe field was poor to say
the leasts, On some occasiocns it was pecessary to relay through two neieshboring
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units in order to talk to 34 Shore Party Bn. Most of the time we had to
relay through the relay station located at the Rockpile and this was only
possible at times when the radio was comnected to a 292 antenna, Qur HST
did not have a 292 and we had to use one belonging 1o another section.

If this area is worked sgsin it is recommended thast 2 better and closer relay
system be devised for more direct communications, Thig would erase some
of the confusion that occurs when relaying through to many stations, By
having no direct commurlcatlons a number of times suﬁnlies for one of our
g Jate dueg So vhisz
lack of direct commundcations gad oo a cqupie occasions wWas not received
at all,

B TRy Frye N,,‘ ,-"‘ T Ty Iy v WAL -

(6) Due to the success of the operation it ¢ ould be said that
upply was adequate, As much as certain essential items of supply were not
available on occasions and some not available at 211 it could be said that
sunply w23 inadequate, The important fact is that lessons 1ike this chould
make us more nrepared for the next operation., One outstending arm
of logistical support received by this unit was from the 8- of the 3d
Marine Regiment,

b, Heliconters in support of the operation,

(1) The only adverse thing that could be said abont the helicopters
would be the fact that some of the pilots are very inflexible. An exanmple
would be when a helicopter came into pick up empty water cans. FEven
though 1t had enough room left it wouwld not take out any Passengers because
it had been told to only pick up water eans, Tn order to take out pas-
engers we would have to frag armother bird, This is a duplication of effert,

(2} Not enouzh can be said aboubt the medical evacuaidon helie
conters, They dis an outstendinz job. and braved meny conditions that weuld
have czused other men to avoid, This unit has nothing but high nraise for
thelr sepport.

¢. Mainbenance, TneLe was no occaaion Ln which this unit required
maintenance other than that nerformed by our own unit,

4, HMcdical Suppert o “hie vnit had a small BAS located at Dong Ha
which mostly administeved support to "DU Med,

(1) The "" Med locuhed 2t Dong Ha did a masterful job in iden-
o and clesring of casualiies as they were received from the field.
e there were on ocesgicns a tremendous smount of casualties received
: bime, there was no lost motion by any of the members of "D" Med
and thev carried onut their jobs with enthusiasm.

(2) The only adverse area concerning casualties is the location of
the morgue and inadequacy of the facilities available. Tt would seen’
H?u 1t being a sore noint of disvussion, that this would be corrected,
is reccmmended that 2 isnlated location be found and more freezer vans
he procured,

13, Communications | Dicm%igﬁﬁﬁ

2+ During onmeration the redio set £/PRC-29 continued to provide very
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nenendable commun:cab»ons. k
b. Diﬂficultles were encountered when unlts were on the move but still
remained rood i

Ce leflcultles were experienced several times due to the close
assignments of freoquencies within the command g¥oup. .

d. The RC 292 antenna was used to maintain commmnication with higher
echelen at a1l command posts positions.

1h.7‘Cbmmander*s Analysis

a2, During the entire operation the coordination between air and artillery
was slow and check fire on artillery snd mortars weré excessive, An air
strike in front of one battalion must not prevent an adjacent battalion
from firineg artillery sand mortars.

be It was discovered four days into the operation that the ISA cém~
mander did not have the thrust points and in fact, had not been issued
a copy ¢f the operatlion oarder. This sitwation caused considerable dlfPlculty
in' resupply.

" 15, Hezommendations

g. . That close coordination of supporting arms be asccomplished to reduce
time lags in prep fires and to prevent air siriles in one zone of action
from masking the fires of supporting arms in an adjacent zone,

b. That 211 units concerned including combat service sunport be made
thoroushiy ayare of the details of the operation they are to support.
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