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PART I

b ORCANTZATICHAT, DATA

R YL,

CESIGNATION

2d Battalion, 26th Marines

S;UBQP.DI[‘]ATE _ UNITS
H&S Co.

Co, E =
Co, F . “
Co, G
Cos H,
2. LOCATION

. 1-29Feb60: Kho Sanh, RUN

STAFT OFFICERS

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

s-1-

S-2

5-3

51

L. AVERAGE MONTELY STRENGTH
TSMC. S U
CFF 777 EML. QFF T ENL
12 YIS - TEL
1

COMMANDER

1t et et
8

1-29Fché8

LiCol. F. J, HEATH
Capt S. M. HARTMAN 1-29Feb68
Capt E, G, BREEDING 1-29Febb8
Capt C. F. DIVELBISS 1-25Feb68
Capt L. R. ovmsmﬁm 1-29F eb68
Capt C. O. BROUGHTON 1-29Feb68
a3 R. L, BOND 1-29Feb68
1535 Re Js GUSTAFSO‘N. 1-29Febb8
© IstLt B. R. MATTHEWS 1-11Feb68
$5gt H. E. ROLAWD - 12-29Feb68
¥aj G, F. KURTH . 1-29Febb8
 Capt B, J, MARTIKI® Jr., 1-29Feb68
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PART IT

NAFRATTVE SITNEY

.- - Dering the month of Febivary the Batualion contimued tc occupy a defensive
perimeter two miles northwest of the Khe Sanh Combat Base.

 _Three rifle companies comprised the main positicn which encompassed Hill
558 (XD 820L451) while Company E conducted a perimeter defensé on Hill 8614,
- (¥D- 813LLB) 1500 meters to the west of Hill 558 under the operational control
of the 3d Battalion, 26th Marines, .

_ Patrolling and ambushing was curtailed throughout the month by the 26th
Marines, therefore emphasis was placed on improvement of the defensive posi-
tiong, The patrols and awbushes that were exscuted served as security type
activities to provide early warning of an enemy approach to the Battalion
position, o

Extensive man hours and labor went into the preparation of individual,
crew served weapons, and Command Post positions, as well as artificial
obstacles., A triple concertina and combination double apron/Cerman standing
fenee were installéd around the Battalion (-) position, Punji pits and.
tangled barbed wire were placed within the triangular cells of thelcbmbinafion
barbed wire cbstacle. Barbed wire explosive devices {a roll of straight wire
with C=l; in the center) and fougasses (gasoline and diesel fuel in barrels
buried in-the side of a hill, with Csl pressed against the base of the barrel)
were employed aleng the perimeter to help breakup large groups of enemy troops
who succeed in kreaking through the protective wire. Claymore mines were also
extensively utiliged. A total of eight anti-personnel and anti-personnel/
anti~tank minefields were installed by minefield laying details of personnel
trained within each rifle company. A total of 1235 M-l anti-personnel mines
and 141 M-15 anti-tank mines were employed, ‘ . ,

All defensive fires, artiilery and mortar targets and Final Protective
Fires were registered. Supporting arms were employed extensively within the
Battalion's zone of action to destroy enemy positions and. to harass and
interdict. : '

There was only one significant ground contact with enemy forces during
the month, . Throughwut the month the enemy conducted sporadic artillery,’
rocket, mortar and recoiless rifles atiacks upon the Battaliocns perimeter at
Hill 558 and Company E's position at Hill 861A. Counater battery fires were o
conducted whenever feasible. Camualfisc from these attacks were light. Mora-
severe casualties were sustained at the Zatialion Administration Rear at
the Khe Sanh Combat Base during enemy artillery, rocket and mortar attacks
upon the Base, .

On 5 February Company E under operational control of the 3d Battalion,
26th Marines, repulsed one enemy attack upon their position by a force of
approsimabaly 100 NVA. '

~PART IIT

-~ +SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS s

1. Mission, During the period 1 to 29 February the Battalion was assigned
the following missions:

a, Establish defense positiong vie XD 820450,

A4

2 Enclosure (1)
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b, Prevent mf:.ltratlon of enemy forces south through the valley runnmg
between Hill 861 (XD 803442) and Hill ‘550 (XD 8&1;&56) :

ce 'Be prepared to reinforce Hills 861 ar;u; 95'0  oinns 03 A 8T

d{ [Limitecthedextent of patrols and ambughes to that necessary to insure
the securlty of defensive obstaclos and lod¢al sccurity clements.
TERDES
2, Significant Bvents

5 Feb.68. At 0S0526H 3/26 requested thet the Battalion fire 81 mm Mortar illum-

ination and HE fires in support of Company E- (OPCON to 3/26) on Hill

~ B614 which was wndor an WVA growund attack, Additional fire support

" roquests were roceived at 0515H and Ocl6H. 60 mm Mortar and 106 mm
RR supporting fire were also fired. Four cnemy 82 mm Mortar rounds
impacted in or near the Battalions position while firing in support |
of Company E(twe &% O430,¢ne at OhLo and one at 0510H). The Battalion
sustained 1 WIA (Minor durmg these mortar attacks. Company E suf=-
forcd 7 KIAs and 17 WIAs. Known enemy losses were 21 KIA (c). 4
gearch outside the defensive wire for additional enomy cc.sualtles was

" not feasible due to the tactical situation, -

Ref: Journal No. 65

(Tab 4 to Enclosure (1))

5 Feb .68 . Operation' Plan 1-68 (Counter-Attack Plan) issued, Mission to restore
"~ the defensive perimegter by counter-attackmg, and/or blockmg oneny .

penetrations of the Battallon perimeters

Rof: Journal *"»'o. 75

: : - T T L
R TR IR o 8 QU R B L B

(Tab B to enclosure{ L))

} el el ol

19 Feb 68 At 19111(H received 1 60mm at-XD 820L51 from unlmown enemy location
T rgSuItﬁlg in L USMC WIAs, _

Ref: Journal No, 322
(Tab & to enclosure (1))

22 Fob 68 At 221054 § rds of 8mm mortars from vie of XD 813455 - 812L58 and
B029L5L resulting in 2 USKC WIA (1 medevac, 1 minor), Fired pre-
planned counter-mortar targets and an observed fire mission with 21
rds: 8lmm HE. 10tmm RR fired 5 rds resulting in one secondary explos-
ioa. : : S - ' .

ﬁaf:. Journal No., 370

: .('Tab.A to enclosure (1))
UHCLASSIFIED
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22 Feb 68 At 2220’01{ the Battallon 0P at XD 820)451 spotted lights which
" appeared to be a vehicle 2% XD 813160 - 81B459. Fired 8 rds

105 RR. Priority TPQ and Artillery mission conducted, resultmg
in 2 seccondary explosions,

' “i Refe Journal No. ',73
(4_) ﬂ'ﬂ.fm).[Ox’lu

T &Tab & to enclosure (1))
A ".‘.i‘::» o i' < ’
23 Feb 685 it 231330H G/2/26 patrol found a bunker compley at XD 822hh3
<. - comstructed of legs and dirt, Overhead cover was 1 ft thick.
~ Britrsnce worn smcoth from use, howover bunkers appear to have not
been: uted rasently. Destroyed bumicers.

B T

Ref: Jowmal No, 370
(T2 b A to enclcsure (1))

23 Feb 68 At 2 ]]1SH Battalion CP at XD 818 1L8-81°hh9 received 2} rds of
¢ speradic 60m and 62mm mortar rds until 1L0SH from vie XD 808455,
XD 613168 and XD 602L57 resvlting in 5 USHS WIA (1 medevac, L
mincr). Firved rm-vannn,d comnter-mortar targets, observed 8lmm.
mortar, Axtillsry and 1.06mm RR missions, and conducted air strikes
- with good targot coverage and wnlmnown results.

Ref: Journal No. 380
(Tab & to enclosure (1))

2Ly Feb 68 At 2),&3301{ Lo
striles at A0 20
reported that

aLon OP at ZD 820451 conducted air
cunker complex and mortar positions. EDA
kers were destroyed. . .

. " Refe:  d our'nal No. 248 .
?L}. i rmcu

(Tab A to enclesire (i)

T !
N Hjnx.

2l Feb 68 At 2):2120H Battalion 07 at XD 820451 obscrved TPQ strike conducted
‘ © . cat XD 812L51 to A 522457 resulted in 9 secondary explosions.
Firc started setting off what appeared to be powder because of
the large white flame shooting sporadically skyward.

Bef: Journal No., 107
(Tab L to enclosure (1))

26 Feb 58 Lt 2600”CH A0 reported results of air strikes conducted on 251hOOH.
. Bunler complex at XD 797LT0 to XD 803h7h consisting of 10-15 ~
rs were uncovered. Ons positicn was LO ft deep and 20 £t

,..gcuss‘ﬂm wide. Additional air strikes reguested for the same and adjacent
area., | ’

Ref: Journal No, 435

. to ¢ nclosure (1))
, Enclosure (1)
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27 Feb 68 Lt 271305H to 271330H Battalion OP at XD 820h51 directed air
strikes at XD 615468 to XD 'B18165 with excellent coverage of
target. resulting in 29 secondary cxplosions and also one explosion

© causec by 8lmm WP marking rouwid. One bunker was partially ces=
troyed, A o~ :

"Ref: Jouwrnal o, LS6

(Tab 4 to enclosure (1))

€§ii’.$‘::v:~

27 Feb 65 Lt 270157H to 271I5H CP arca‘at XD 821153 recoived 3 rds. 60mm
mortars from vie XD 815159 to XD 809457 resulting in 1 USMC WA
(Minor). Cowntered with L rds §1mm HE with wnknown results,

Ref: Journal No. L57
(Tab & to enclosure (1))

29 Fcb 68 At 291615H to 2917004 air strikes were conducted at XD 81LL6L and
resilted in 35 immeciate scecondary explosions and fire started by
strikes causcd an additional 18 (2 large) explosions,

‘Reft Journal No. 502

(Tab 4 to enclosurc (1))

1-29 Feb  Total number of patrols: 12
Total number of Ambushes: l “*:s \:
“Total number .0f 0P 253 |
‘I‘ota]‘~ number of LP . 26k

1-29 Feb Casualties inflicted upon the encmy:
a. NVA4 KIA Confirmed: 21 %
b. Weapons Captured: 9 AK L7, 1 LG, 2 RPG 24

% A1l KIA's and captured weapons are credited to B/2/26 during
which time company E was OPCON to 3/26.

3. Personnel Administration

ae Porse o_nm,l
{1) Numbecr of replacements received: 106
(2) Wumber of personnel lost thr ough rotation: 75

(3) Humber of personnel lost through attrition other than rotation:

5 - v | MSSZFIEB mCIOéu%'e (1)
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(1) Hi11 528 o

(2) Hill 8614 1
(3) Bn Rear hrea 1

(p) DOW:

KIA: onfipeqs“aj:zi;:..

Officgrs - O

C(3) giL 5’ 0
(2) Hill 8624 0

(3) & Bear Area O

{c) WIA: Officera =.2
(1) Hil11 558 - O

| | (2) addi 864 1
(3) Bn Rear Area 1

(d) WIA: Officers - 1
(1) Hil1 558 ©

(2) Hill 861 0

(3) Bn Rear Area 1

(e) Non-batil

Enlisted =

Casu ’.t:los:

DECLASSIFIED

'Pnlistedre 19

Enlisted = 70
16
36
18

OwHJ?O\;O

Enlisted - 54

6

18

20

(£) Intra M v151on/ cghllent transfers. 16

() R:R: A

_ _total of 69 porsonnel took R&R,

b. Admini=ztration

(1) Awards: none

(2) Persennel hccounting:
tinmes S bo a pro
by guwaxd

i W2 Te

(3 ) Prorctions:

{s) To .Qo_@oral :

10

(b) To Lance Corperal: 10

(¢) To PEC:

(d) To HM3:

15
1
6

2

DECLASSIiFIED

0

(Med Evaced)

(Minor)

The late submission of wmit diaries con-
The problem is not mtemal but rather is caused
a1l delay from Khe Sanh to the South,

Enclosure (1)
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(L) Postal Sérvices- Incoming and outgoing mail centinues to be
delayed due to the tactical situation. 4 large vplift in the spirit end
morale of the Battalion is alwayu evmencc,d when mail is d(,_lvemd to the
Battalion i‘orwarc position, :

(5) Post Bxchange: Post exchange facilities are limited to small
personnel items but are available only at KSCB.- However, SP packs, when
available, provide the required tobacco, candy and toilst articles.’

ce Special Services. Special Services activities wore llmlted due to the
combat sitwtion, However, small gamos, writing supplies, magazines and
newspapers weidb freccived when the tactical situation permitted.

Le Intelligence

8. Encmy ultuatlon at thz, buglnnlng of the perlod

- (1) - The: threat of a multl—rcglment gromd attack support.e,d by tanks :
dlrectod agamat the Khe Sanh Combat Base remained high. The enemy wmits
within the SCOTIAND 40 .(325C and. 30lth NV Divisions) also maintained the
capability of launching. ground attacks supported by tanks, artillery, matar
and rockets, at the time and place of his choosing, against the Marine :
positions located in the hills surrounding Khe Sanh Combat Base. It should
be noted that ground attacks were launched against Marine wnits located in
the bCOTmND 40, including & Z Compeny, 2d Bn, 26th Mar:l.nes.

(2) The enemy wits within the 2/26 A0, conducted llght reconnaissance
against the 2/26 defensive perimeter during the early portion of the month,
-The reconnaissance units appear to be well trained and mzintained goocd flre
dlsciplme.

b. E‘.nemr‘ initiated incidents

(1) Snipor fire - Reecived cnemy sniper fire on sevc,ral occasions
during the period but sufforred no casualties. -

(2) Viortar/rocket attacks - cduring the reporting period 2/26 rece:.ved
112 60mm and 8%ms mortar romds, Four 122mm rockets were fired against the
‘Battalion posrtlon., Belcw listed are the known positions from which 2/26
received moFtdr#and rocket fire from. . .

(a) Knowm NV4 ‘mortar positions:

D 80R), ‘:x cﬂ 812155 LD 8con 8 XD 815468 Xb 7S5L58 XD 81hh5h XD 815)465
XD 799155 I 81‘41;3 Zp 814168 XD B.LOLGLL XD 815457 XD 812h55 XD 813455

\;

(‘3) Known NVA rocket positions:
XD 77LLT7L XD 772478

_ (3) COrowmd attacks - The enemy lameched one ground attack against
B/2/26, at which time that unit wgs CPCON of 3/26.

7T - Bnclosure (1)
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(b Other = There were two instances of enemy 82mm Recoiless gun
fire ; totalling 7 rés. (o one occasion five of these rounds werc directed
a%t one of our 1%m AR peosition., Howcver thero was no damege suffered. -

‘q. Sumiary of enemy casualties, POW ts and captured equipment

(1) . KIa(C) 21
(2) POW's 00

(3) Wpns Captine d -9 AK-h?s 3 RPG-Z 1 LG, 3 Bangalor Torpedoes, -
2 Gas Masks, 1 60mm base plate, 12 60mm mortar rownds., *

L11 KIAs and captured weapons are credited to B/2/26 durlng which t:.me
that company was OPCON to 3/26,

ds Significant trends during the period. The enemy has used the battle -
noise caused by B=5< strikes, TPQs, low flying aircraft, etc. to conduct his
firing of mortars.,  This ta ctic ‘offered little or no time With wh:.ch to . ‘
sownd a2 warning to gxposed troops.‘ :

Ce Enemy situation at the end of the-reporting periods The cnemy
increased his reconnaissance efforts against 2/20 in the form of 3-6 man
recon teams. This effort was diregcted at the Wwestem portion . of the 2/26
perimeter. The enemy mortar fire dacreased from the beginning of the month,
however, on 22 Feb 2/26 received 25 rounds of mixed 82mm and 60mm mortar ..
fire. Rocket fire cirected at 2/26 was sporadic. The enemy can be expected
to maintain his harassing mortar fire possibly increasing it to some extent,
The NVA  capebility of launching a multi-battalion ground attack supported by -
artillery, rocket,.and mortar fire and tanks at the tme and place of his
choosmg remalns high.

h i Weather. Dense fog cduring the hours of darknsss and carly morn:l.ng
limited The capability of friendly wnits to deotect possible enomy movement.,
However, generally good weather throughout the day favored the employment
of CAS/DAS. o , ’ ,

5. 02@1"&1310,115»

a. Command Relations, The Battalion was wncer operational control of
the 26th Harines and adm:.n:.utra.tlvu control of the 3d MarDiv, :

b. Major Operatlons Conducted, Part1c1patec. m.Operatlon Seotland 1-29
Feb. . . . SR :

c. Now Tecbnloues. Since patrol and ambush activity was confined to
close-in Security tjpe actions, the’ ability to move out and collect adequete
and timely mtolllgonce was greatly curtailed. The eight man smatch team
was instituted in order to cc.pture a prisoner off one of the NVA reconnaissance
patrols along our protective wire so as to provide us with timely intelligence.
The teams moved forward clandestinely, under cover of darkness and set in :
along a trail that appeared to be used by the NVA, Regular platoon sized
reconnaissance patrols identified thesc tralls during their daylight patrols.

— - 8

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

3

(A . T

11mtoers wc’.!l trained and ro ed, dos

U »
E{E%“;ng~ ot LI:ks‘x{-:oner avave by clubbmg him along the t then dragging him

inside tho wire while the remainder of the team covered the withdrawal. The
team could 2lso functien as a ambush should the opportunlty to capture a :
prisoner not presont itself, However, ths team is not ca pable of tackling g
large sizc enemy wnit and would fight onl,r enough to cisecngage. )

“da _Tra ining

(1) Each rifle company was involved primarilly with construction of =

field fortifications, barbed wire obstacles and with the laying of minefields -
when not cngaged in patrolling activitigs., Bxtensive training in construction
of barbed wire obstacleos =nd laying of minefields was conc.uctad on battalion..
level by the S=3's instruction of company reprosentatives. S

(2) Additional tramlng by R;Lfle companlﬂs was conducted in the
followmg subjocts:

' Offon51ve Tdctlcs / - Leadofship
Defensivo Tact:.cs o . - Terrain Appreciatioﬁ
. Map and Compass | : _ Lamouflage
Raqio Pr@peduré - _ Weapons Training‘(355 .

R.L., 60mm Mortar, LLAW,
C.S,. gronade launcher

Patiolling, hmbmh, and Fiéld Sanitation
Counter~ambush Techniques 4 \

NBS Warfare
. 3) Training of "Snatch Tedms" (onc 8 man tean por riflc company)
vas cehtralized on battalicn level to provide capability to obtain prisoners
from locations near to fiendly lines, The 8-2 and 5~3 conducted all such
instruction,

(L) The 106&{ Platoon eonductes extensive training in field fortici-
-cations, carc anc cleaning; fleld sanitetion, gwn drill, tank recognition,
the role of F3CC, FO procedurcs, fire control b cchniques, ammunition (capabil-
ities and uses), radio proced ures, and WBC warfare, They had numerous
occasions to sngage actual personnol and hard targets.

- (5) 1In the actual course of supporting the defense of the KheSenh
Combat Besc, the 8lmm Mortar Platodn fired severzl missions and conducted
numerous displacements by section. The following training was conducted:
gun drill, cere and cleaning, fire dirsction centor drill, radio and landling
procedurs, individuwal weapons (care and clcumng, mSpectlon) s field fortifi-
catlons NBC warfare, and fielcd sanitation.

(6) The members of the Commmications Platoon received training
in the following subjects: command post internal wiring, use of codes PX
and QX, use of KYB-6 and related equizment, field fortifications, and NBS
warfare, ' ' : .

9 ] closure (1)
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- (7) £ "Reaction Platoon"” was formed from HES Company (selected
members of Staff. scctions, Flame Section, Cooks, 8lmm Mortar Platcon, and
Commmnications Platoon) end trained in the following subjects: Offens:we
tactics, indivicual weapons end the LxJ“I (basic mdoctrlnatlon).'

(8) Two men from the Flanes Section were trame_c. in the nomencleture,
functioning, and firing techniques of tho «50 caliber MG end positioned on

the defonsive line with primary mission of flak suppresslon and engaging
long range targets.

ie. Fire Support

(1) During the month artillery support was prowided by the 1st. Bat-
talion, 13th Marines, :

(2) Therec were Il HE missions fired in support of the Battalion.

(b) There was 1 illumination mission fired in support of the
Battalion, ’ v

(¢) There were 570 H&I targets attacked at the Battalion's reques: .
_ (d) Eight significant missions were fired in support of the
Battalion,.

e (1) At O41120H G/2/26 fired at troops in the opens Target
coverage was good, . ‘ . ;

(2) At COL8COH the Battalion OP fired at actlve rockets
and mortars at XD 802450, Target coverage was good.

(3) At C70.3CH the Battalion OP flred at actxvo rockets
at -XD 783455, Target coverage was good. . '

_ (L) At O7i2L5H the Battaiion OP fired a mission at active
MG position at XD 819462, Target coverage was good,

(5) A% 2OUISCH Rewy
movcment and 3 triﬁkad vehicisy ay
reported ezcellenh overage of srget,.

(6) At 201830 the Battahon fired a mission on enemy
trench lines and bunkers.at XD 8121;55. Target coverage was. good,

: 7350 e rted modium troop
1 J,L,g,9< WF/2/26 firad the mission a’

(7) ,At-2719h05 F/2/26 fired a ‘mission on an active rocket
site at ¥D VTilLiTLl. Excellent target cdverage‘ with 1 secondary explosions

(8) A% 272385H the Regimental FSCC reported 200 NVA moving
soush at XD 8136hL579, G/2/26 fired the mission and reported good coverage
on targ_et.

_ (2) Durinz the mornth the 8lmm Morsar platoon remained in general .
support of the Bajttalion,

- 10
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There were L7 HE missions fired in support of the Battalion, -

There were L 111ﬁminati6nAmissions‘fired in support of ¥ =

Company E,

(¢) 350 H&I tarcgets were attacked,

‘ (d) Six significant missions were fired in support of the
Battalion, .

(1) At O41120H fired at troops in the open at XD 819&63.
Target coverage was good,

(2) At 0504OOH illumﬁnatlon was fired in support of E/2/26
" at XD 807L4S while Hill 861A was under attack. Target coverage was excellent,

(3) ALt 121530 Te Battalion OP conducted a mission on an
enemy mortar position at XD 807465, One secondary explosion was observed,

(L) At 231130H the Battalion OP conducted a mission on
active mortars p031ﬁ10n at KD 809,584 ‘Target coverage,was gooda

. (5) At 251530H the Battalion OP conducted a mission on
active mortars at XD Blhh35. Target coverage was good, Co

_ (6) At 290830H G/2/26 conducted a mission on 2-7 troops
in - the cpen, Ta roet coverage was good,

f. Air Support, During the month of February the Battalion received the
following air supﬁErt. '

(1) Resupply: 185,100 pcunds of supplies and equipment by helicopter,

_ (2) DAS/CAS: 18 flights of fixed wing were flown in support of the
Battallon.' ' - . ‘

(3) TPQ: A total of 1L3 TPQ missions were conducted including
"9 priority missions,

(L) Medevacs: 12 medevacs were requested and £lown.

é. Lor stlcs

O Propmr supply support for the Battalion has been difficult

' 1n “riew of the Battalion’s location in the field, the remote
lecation of Khe Sanh Combat Base and the weather and the combat situation
wnich has prevailed throughout the month, All major units of the Battalion
reguire hellcopter resupply from either Khe Sanh or Dong Ha. At the beginning
~of the montih all classes of supplies, except class II, wire obtained from

FLS4, Khe Sanh, However the weather and enemy interdiction of resupply
aireraft and helicopters found a changze in resupply procedure, At present
resupply of all classes of supplies, except Class II, is reccived by nellcopter

¥y
: 1L
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from FLSG-B, Dong Ha, Selected jtems of these classes of supplies arc
provided by‘FHJJ Khe Sarh,  The new system of resupply is still cXperiencing
growing pains and therefore supply support has not been ideals It has,.
hovever, becn generslly satlsfactory uOﬁSld“rlng the eombat conditions which
prevail, Class IT items of suoply are preogured from FLSG-4 at Phu Bail by the
Battalion Supply Section wirich is *ocQuod at Fhu Bri. GCless II items are then
shipped by air to the Baitalien fvppiy Forwsrd abt Khe Sanh and then shipped

to the Battalicn a% Hill SY% by helicopiers Class IT supply therefore also
has not bHeén-idedl but has been genennily satisfactory,

b. Mﬂlntpnaggga Repait perts for lst and 2nd echelen maintenance
has bben in sacrt supph y and dififcuit to cbtain as a result of the long .
and complex routes of supplLy deseribed above, 2nd echelon maintenance and.
repair, facilitiss for commuricatlons, motor transpert and omdmanee equipment
are eperated at the Battalion Rear at Khe Sanh Combat Base due to the lack
of electricity 2% ihe Battalion Command Post. All emipment must be evacuated

by air to FLSG-A for 3¢ and Lth echelon maintenance or repadr,

"ce Food Service. The Battalion has subsisted on two meals a day of
MCTs througiout the month, Wnen available Bravo rations are obtained to
supplement the MCis, < field stov% has teen in operstion at the Command
Post to-prepare food supplemeni, o date donmuts and soup have been prepared
by the Mess Section's "Scup Kitchen® and have been wall reeeived

d. Transportation, Only 1imited motor vehicle transportatlon is required.
_The major units of wne Hab on-are entirely dependent wpon helicopter
_ transportation to and from the Lwtyalion 's positicns, ATMRC~309 i3 the only
wehicle in the fieid, 411 the oiker motor wehiclzs are at jihe Sanh or Phu
Bai, The rodd nets gt e fanh are adequate o yransport and stage the
Batt 3710ﬁ s suppiiés buy ave frequently interdicted by enemny fire, Several |
vehlolpﬂ ave heen Jdash andfor.demeged by enemy fire, Only air transpor-

tation is available %o and from Khe Sanh,

_g_J.Nﬁkad durknw maintenance periods at the

; ; GPCON to 3d Bn, 25thMar receives its water
suppiy' via helicopter from Song Ha, Tho remainder of the Battalion draws
its water from two streams which pass in close proximity to the defensive
perimeter.

water point. BpAny Howhn

ha %dlcal, Hospitalication and Ev yenation. The BAS is located within
the Command Post. at HILl 558 and provides the initial treatment of casualties.
Personne? requiring evacuztion are helicopter medevaced to the clearing
statlon o ¢¢ted by Co C, 3d Medical Battalion at Khe Sanh and then to Delta
Med at Yoni-Ha or Alpha Med at Phu Bal. There have been no significant medical
trends (1‘ I.ng the menth,

No Civil Affairs activity was conducted during this period,

Constant cox wunlcatlons has been maintained with the 26th
ing elements during uhe month.

a, WIBE. Intermal wire communications is employed extensively within the

s
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)
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BW(vwllon Command Pos t ‘and to the Companies and organic “gupporting ams.

Internal wire is also erployed within the Battalion Rear at the Khe Senh

Combat Base with a trunk line to the 26th Marines and to the 3rd By, 26th

Marines, =xternal wire communications was made possibls with radio relay

bctwecn the Battalion CP Forward, Battalion Rear, Regiment and the Babtalion
econcary Rear at Fnu Bai,

b, Ralio. Consﬁqnt internal and external radic communications has been
maintained petween the Battalion Foyrward and Rear and to the companies, supre

‘porting arms units (to include aircraft), end Regiment,

(1) A covered ,ircu*t has cwﬂ~+ﬁnt1y been available between Battalion
Forward and Regiment., Tais eircvit hias been availeble speradically with Bat—
talion Rear and Khe Saah wien the IOQlerd equipment is operational.

(2} The %actical ALy Cc.m:::'rs‘t PartJ has been utilizing both VMF and’
UF equipment to conduch DAS/CAS missions, to perform HST missions in the
Battalion (Forward) landing zone and to trencmit medevac requests.

(3) Utiliming AN/FRC-10ts a Conduct of Fire net has been established
for use by 106mm recoillesz rifle Platoon.

¢e Radio Relay, Utilizing a AN/TRC-27 with a L chamnel miltiplexer, and
1 team from Kegiment, radio relay has been an asset in making more

L& the exterrnal communicalions for the Battalion, One channel is a

% trunk Iinking the switsiboards of Battalion Forward and Rear, Another
chornel is a trnk botwean Pastalion Forward and Regiment, Two channels are
hei, wines conreching Battzlion OCC and FSCC with the Regimentrl COC and FSCC
respoctively, Problems have existed with the equlzment; mainly generators,
cansing frequent interruptions in service, Additional preblems are created
by hostile fire destroring equipment at Khe Sanhi,

Q o
et

. meessage certer is maintained by the Battalion
aensal message center to pick up traffic., The
‘on forward by courier, All formal files and

D
1 SZGAY,

Rear.
messazes 4re tncn aﬂn“ 1
1qu arae mainieined At T

{1 1 24 cchelon capability has kept our deadline to
a minimumn, ¥ I pertaining to communications equipment,
eminab ;ﬂﬁ fron Tisid use, havo besn solved without the necessity for further

r,CLi. enents are processed by the Battalion Rear. The
d be better if power werereadily available. Due to
T is sporadic at best.

D

~y

a, Un 22 Tehruary the Battall

on Chaplain, Fathcer R. R, BREIT, was
kiilad in action by aaemy mortar fire at the Khe Sarh Combat Base while
an?ulqg helicophar iransportsiicn to return to the Battalion Command Post
L Bill 558,  Father Brett haé Leen visiting and conducting rcligious services
fh* +the personnel of Company E at #1111 8614 end the Battalion Rear at Khe Sanh
' 2 Al

Combat Biii ﬁilor to his deatn, Ti was typical of Father Brety
. . - R :

' = -.*.3

a
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devotion to duty that he would unhesitatingly visit the various locations
of tHe Battalion's units in spite of the personal hazards: involved due to
enewy fire, Father Bre*t has been recommended for a posthumuons decoration. .

b, Bscause of the death of Father Brett snd his Chaplain's Assistance
the recordz for the month are incomplete, However Father Brett did celabrate
Mass each Sunday for each Ccmpsny at the Battaliion's Hill 558 position and at
leazt one Mass daily, He alzo conducted nen-denominational services for
Marines of the Protestant faith on Sundays when a Protestant Chaplain was not
available. - . '

‘ c. Protestant ser{}ices.'were conducted twice at Hili 558 by the 3d Battal-~
jon, 26th Marines Chaplain, L

de Lt Cmdr (Chaplair) H., H. BOND arrived at the Battuhon Command Post
on 29 February to tdke up. the duties as Battalion Chaplaln. : ‘

PART IV

Surporting Documents

TAB A to enclosure (1) T Un:Lt Journal

742 R 4o enclosure (1 _ . Operat:.on Plan 1—68
o ) (Counter-attack Plan)

e :
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Laswe LRI\AGAN) ) CUGI MATLROS N
KIE SAbd, RVA .
053600 Febuary 1960

OPEBATION PLAN 163 {Counter-sttack plan)

Ref; (a) wap:; 7iotymm 1350,000 Sheet 6342 1II ‘
(v) 2nd gattalion, 26th Marines Gperation urder G-63
{0) S0P LB SAHH GOI 170800 Jan, 1768

Tine Zones H
l, SITUATILN.

a, ! Forocos. hio ensmy continues to e capable of launching ground
attacks age any of our defensive positions. The adtagk conducted & ainust
Co E inddcates graphically tha willingness snd ability of the smexy to penstrate
obstiches and reach our defensive position and beyond. Any of She defensive

positions in the Xhe sanh ares are subject to & vigorous NVA ground attack.

b. Friendly jorceg, No change from reference (b),

G. As tiocn. Thet the enemy will launch tis major atiagk agsinst one of

_the thre?ﬁ%"i&ew of spproach (as indiceied in Armex A.) into the Battalionts
dafensive position; and that sush an atisck is tighly probavle; and that an

‘sttaok against our Lines oould result in a penftrutisn of the defensive perimeter
‘slong one of the uajer evenuss of spproach indlcatad in Ammex A,

2. ﬂSSIUN; The 2nd B, 2Hth Harines restore tiic delensive paerimeter by counter-
attacking ane/or blocidig cpemy pemetralions of ¢he Dattalion perimeter,

3. EXECUTIUN.

a. Concepy of %mtian. Esch company mainteins & reserve platoon, and
the Sattalion X0xms & F aional Plateon to function as the Battalion reserve,
All reserve forces will be pre-positionad and prepared te counter penetrstions
DIVELBISS, BROUGHTUN sndfor CVERSTRERD. Artillery and moriars preplanned fires
in suppert of sountersitaci forgs, fires s¢ross the Laso of the penetretion and
fire within the penesiration.

b, Co F ‘Rﬂnz-

(1) 8See Annex i (Uperation Overlay)

(2) oOceupy dlocking position A with regerve platoon, and on order con
duot counber-attacik against penkiration Divelbiss.

{(3) Be prepared Lo move to alternate olotking positions or Line of
Departure, an arder, to countar panetrations BROUGHTON o OVELSTHEET,

CUORPIDENTIAL
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c. Co G (Aein).

(1) 3588 Amiex 5 ((perstion uverlay)
(2) Vetupy Wooniag poaltiom 7 with reoarve platoon, asd oa order
conduct couater-aisiuk sgainat psnestvetion CVERIZRMNE,

(3) Be propares to acve to alterate Niodking pesitions er Line of
Departare, -mummmummm-m

d. Co H .

EL) 9ec luax &
2) Oesapy blociking position § with ressrve platoon and, on order,
gonduct countefwalitngk aAgainst pesetretion BRUMLIUI.

(3) Be prepared t0 move to alternate ulocking pesitions or Line of
hDepsrture, on exdar , (o counter penstirstions - L.l er UVSITREET.

Be B r 2 [ ]

1 Gemepal €300Tb
388 imex A (Cperetionc Owverlay)
23) Be prapared 9 support any countersiteci,
k) pPrapilan fires for eaah penstration.
(5) Censtruct dunmy pesitians.

L. 106 BR PLALGD.

21) DAroet oupport.
2) See Annex & {Lparsti.n Overlay)
(3) DPe prepsred to suppart any countereatindk oy fire.

Ee pattelicn ‘sperwe; rrovisicosl Platoss, RS Co.

(1) Be procured LW occupy sszigned Assesily aea, any blockinmg positicu
or Lins of Departuro, as indicated in Amnex A (Qporatice Overlay), and to scondact
oounter-attacks & :ai:.: ponstrations DIVALHLI33, AAR:AUN or JVaESTREET,

(2) The r:..o0ly Aves at XD f2) Yyf'will be utilises prior to deploying
40 & blecking 0. ..tdm ar gonducting & counteretisacic,

hs Coordi

(1) max s (Opewstion overlay)

(2) 136 < [osldve ssmaition to be eaploysd only on order of the
Battalicn Commn: 'aa’.

(3) The Lines of Departare Blur. i.d svd ..l will be utilised for
sountarsttacks oniy,

(4) Any -susterstback conductes will 2xitl. ..o L0 engage the snemy ouly
until the Satisliconts defanedve position has vesu . oroiorced.

(5) Al Iriendly Wiements located witiihi: iz »chetration will bes plased
under the manfivering fuves emmanser during ta¢ coiui@witack regardleas of thae
original Chain o . Jvemmknd.

(6) neemresls will ce neld witnin 2y hLours 8 the recelpt of tils opdur,

(1) meitour O8O

(8) pwtmy & Peb, 1963

() This plen 4s effective for plennim, wi rovalpt, snd execution m
order,

JONFLOANTIAL
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kL. ADAIRISTRATLUR ARD LOOISTIUS.

{2) Presciriued » A minimus of 30 rds pe: man will be maintalingd
by the Provisl: atoon mesers. Other amso and oxdnance for the reserve will
be prescrived by the Provigional Unit Leader. ‘

(3) The h:3 Gommandant will fulfill requests for supplies for the
Battalion Reserva.

Se COMMAND AND GUrlMICATIUNSELRCTRONICS,

&, Communicationgeilectranics.
(1) Ref. (4)

(2) ALl compandes will guard radic Rets &t all times. The Provisioccal
Platoen will come up on tha net when activated. The oall sign for the Battalion
reserve (Provisicnal rlatoon) will be Hasty Foobl Yankee 1.

: (3) sigmel to launch the counterattack from the LD will be ona laag
vhistle blast.

b. Ceomumand Posta.

(1) Compardes report location of company and roserve pla&qon cPs,
(2) Buttalion reserve unit notify S=3 when comend group sctivated and
report location of (P,

ACKHOWL GG 5 RECELPT

e

I

: F.J, HEALu
Lieutemant Calonel, U.;. Farine corps
Commanding

ARNEXES
~ A~gperation overlay

DISTRIuulIuNt Rifle Cagpanies (L)
&S Compary (3)
2nd 3a, 26th Mar. (1)
264h Merines (1)
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l ; 1% v ity -2618351{' HF to I: mtmi';s.eld is complete at Xp327lh3. ’ FR
E 2100 . w& 2620450 | HF to I: Spot repért.; Lights seen blinking at XpBlLL67, will continue ‘/
‘ — to obs servas FSR ‘—-
| L2300 Lo | 2623004 | HF to I: SITRIP 122, | FR
s 0500 450 | 2PO500H | HF to I: SITREP 12‘2._7 | FR i
j 0930 L51 270930H | HF to HFX: On pasa.mon and expenditure report, | FX |
, i 1018 52 2709M5H | spot reports Recei.ved 3 rds 60mm in vie KD822h51 observed 5 NVA at i
XD815459 (.e-am .-area) fired 8lmm mission with unlmown results. FRS
5-050 BSB _ 271035H HF to I: Night acts for 27 Feb, and day ac’oa for 28 Feb. A FR
1150 L5, 271050H | Spot repobts Rece:l.ved 2 60mm- rds at Xp822isl, aAir stnke run ‘on En. at
o 7 XDpO15L68 with unknown results. | » FSR
: 1233 455 271210H | HF to I: Acrmmfledge recelpt- of your mag 25011355..’ Feb. 68, FR
1,18 U6 2713058 | Spot report: h.watnkes run at anlShﬁﬁ-aDﬁlbL;éS resulted in 29 secondary
! explosiong and l large bunker partially daswoyed. F3R
; 1455 Ls7 2711570 | Spot report: feceived 1 &0nm at XDB2LLS3. At 1355 received 2 rds 60mm |
} .' from XDSJ,SLU) and XpB0O9LST, fired Blma mssmn, will continue to observe. Fs%t
: ' ‘ (WP S F -y s iy 2 A en
; 1555 458 1 271530H HF to HFXy S-056L, F Co, sprained right anlde; to "C" Med, non-hostile, FX
1700 459 | 271637H |HF2 to Is J:iéTsus-i 57 _ " | | FR
b 1702 M6o | 271700 | HP to I: siv |
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CORVIDEATIAL Pon o -
O S TN /5 7 -7 s S 1 T TICITR S, ik K0TS AND OHDERS RCTTON
BUEN K18 2814205 4q¥3_teo IE‘ 10s by coords of 1068,, Bls, 3,53 FR
1152 W6 @BLLLGH HF to It revised nite acts for 28 Feb e TR
153k | ki ‘," 2015 304 HF3 to IBig-‘cr;)r.‘x:mencement. of minefield | FR
1651 478 | 2616154 HE‘X tb Iﬂ?-?':‘f_\_{il'f);ﬁanﬁs to unow the amountv of amno you cen store DOD  FS
: 1701 479 262700H HF to=1£;sitrép_128 2
‘ 1712 B0 2617121 HE to I: Intswe 58 - FB
2000 - B 2820008 I to all -Qba‘tj.ons; mex effort to improve def pos with wire. s
2030 - 182 2818500 HFL to HF3: sé;éngth;ﬂept' F§ -
2215 o mg{ 2822108 HEG t,c}» ,HF‘., P &t 01844y detected movement and threw 1 M-26 Unk res. PSR
2300 2481; 3823001_1 HF to ‘Ierﬂs":‘r_.trép 129 R
0021 185 29002CH HF to I: HF6 ans. to I msg DIG 2820001 kregmﬁing def iire. FR
0057 Lge 2900304 HP to I; secondary explos, from TPQ 5000m on 5740 mils from 820451 FR
0136 187 2901365 I2 to } . 807563 has mecium en .mp'vbena_.@_@_glt, Fs
'b~g5 438 903559 12 tolﬁkhﬁgJﬁaggggg_ggggﬁL Fg
0503 4B 2905004 HE to ig;gitr;p_gsd R
10kl 190 2910LhH HF34 tO;IFX; Ll wats No. of AT mines in fidld. Referred him to you, WSK
1105 Lol £909 30H HF to T3 Op fiwed 8lma msn on S-7 en at 808465 with unk results ER,
1200 lge 2911258 HF to I3 Sitrep 131 | ER
? 1205 , lﬁé 2911004 HEF to Y; day and night acts FR
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CONFIDENTYAL From 29 Feb to 2400 27 Feb
T 0T SE&IAI# : LIG THCIDENTS , Misd3sAGH3 AND DRDERS ‘ ACTTION TAKEN
1210, 208 2011154 HF3A to HFX: l‘eSllfgbiils"" req ‘ 7 ESX
1235 W95 _290.230H Ik to HF: How mouy AT mines do you want S
1248 hob 291130H = HF to I: HF P10 on OP run airstrikes at 80B)5B5, heswyyvcwsrage: . E3
330 o7 . 291620H HFY to HF: roq no,. of SIDS at pos:; none. S
1632 498 21630H  HF to HFE: serd no, of Bn KIA and No. of woms uort, FST
34 | gy 2JL555H I to HFs mulhi=-source intell indicates posg of infantry attack 2000 FS
sﬁpported ‘by’ henvy arty. Target unk. recomiond incressed alertness
1710 500 29LT00H  HF to I: Sitrep 132 FR.
1735 501 201720H  HF to I3 Intsun 59 FR
1755 502 201615H HF tb I: 8&pb Repb: airstrike at 81LL6h had 55 isocondary explosions FR
\' 1351 503 291850H  HF to I: mi.m};'g‘ield at 818449 was removed & relocated ER
1853 504 2918304 HF to I: moved all ambushes up hour due to intoll FR
1930 508 291610 __HF to HFl; casualby rept: FI907 F Co shrap: K. To duty - Fs
2148 506 2919L5SH HF3 to I3: cuompleteion of minefiedlds, mireficld at 820L87 & 820183 . ER
2236 507 2021254  HF to I: received incoming Bd, believes to be 60mm at 800L52 ER
. 2240 503  292110H HF to Is; heard noveient on dire at 819451, 1 ¥-26 frag thrown ER.
2300 503 292300H  HF to I: Siirey 133 . FR




