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E@M@SEEUEE 24 Battaelion,26th Marines

3d Marine Division (Rein) FiF
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6. June 1968
SerlNo. 00315968

Commanding Officer

Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03)
(1) Coumanding General,.3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF
{2) Comwanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force
{3) Cowranding General, Fleet larine Force, Pacific

Command Chronology for the period 1 Fay to 31 May 1968
{a) ¥CO 5750.24

(L) FMFPacO 5750,8
(¢) Divo 5750.14

‘ Encl:%%(l) Cormand thonology
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23 Battelion, 26th Morines
34 Mc.nre Division (Rein), FIMF
FPO San Francisco, 96602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
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PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

Designation

24 Battalion, .26th Marines LtCol F. J. HEATH

Subordinate Units

H&S Company
Company ngn
Company "F"

C ompany n G"

Company "H"

Location

1-271500H May 1968:
2715008-31 Lay 1968:

Commapder
1-31May68
Captain S, M. HARTMAN  1-31lay68
1stLt. J. R. MEEKS 1-31May68
Ceptain C. F. DIVELBISS 1-31Mayé8
Captain . L. PIPER 3-23May68
1stLt. R. W. RIORDAN 24-31Mayé8

Captain C. 0. BROUGHTON 1-31May68

Camp Carroll, RVN
Con Thien, RVN

3. Staff Officers . .
Executife Of ficer Major -Go TYE 1,31May68'
s " 1stlt. R, .J, GUSTAFSON 1=31May68
5-2 1stLt, J. C. WAINIO - 1-31May6S
§-3 lajor G, F. KURTH = . .1-31May68
Sl Captain E. G. BREEDING 1-31Nay68
L Average uonthly btrength - - ‘.
wste o omm
orF BL  gF 0 EL g EE
32 1076 2 % oy
-~
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During the month of May the Battalion participated in Operation
Lancaster II in the Lth Marines' A0 and Operation EKentucky in
the 9th MHarines ' AO..

Throughout a majority of thé Battalion's participation in
Operation Lancaster II the rifle: éompanies were employed as
follows: one company occupied the defensive perimeter at

Camp Carroll; one company provided security for Khe Gio bridge
(YD 027562) and Route.9 from YD 00356% to YD 060569; one cam-
pany provided security for Route. 9 from YD 060569 to YD 115582,
occupying positions at "Mikes" Hill (YD 073573) and Hilil 37

(YD o0 9578), and nne company. was under OPCON of 3d Battalion, 9th
harlnes’ A0, with a mission to defend Thon Son Lam (YD 985552).

-The two rifle companies securing Route 9 patrolled and ambushed
~extensively in their zone of action. Each company maintained
one platoon as a swing platoon., The swing platoons patrolled
the entire company zone of mction, establishing Patrol Bases
and conductlng mutually supporting ambushes, Sqguad and Platoon
{~) size patrols and ambushes were conducted by the unlta oc-
cupying Khe Gio Bridge, "Mikes" Hill and Hill 37.

The company manning the defensive perimeter of Camp Carroll
continuously improved the defensive wire, cleared fields of
fire and rebuilt living bunkers and fighting positions.

The Battalion was also assigned.the task- -of installing hand
SID!'s and operating the MICROTALES within the Lth Marines AO.
Hill 37 was chosen as the site for employment of the MICROTALES.

- Three areas located astride.a known enemy infiltration route
were designated as lucrative areas for the SID's, Two attempts
were made to enplant the SID's, -one daylight and the other at

night. In both instances contact was made with the NVA, Also,

in both attemnpts the MICROTALES did not receive the HID signal
and they were subsequently returned ‘to Regiment for oxamination
and repair.

The period-from 22 -to. 27 hay saw the Battalion shifted from
Lth Harines'! OPCON to 9th Marines! OPCON., The Battalion was
assigned responsibility for the defense of Con Thien (A-l),

C-2 and A-3. 0One rifle company occupied esach position, while.
the fourth company reinforced A-3 snd A=l with ons rifle: platoon,
respectively. The remaining platoon occupied a defensive posi-
tion at C-2 Bridge (YD 128668) which included an important Water

~point. .
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At the end of :the month the Battalion was deployed as follows:
Company"F" and one platoon- from Company "E" occupied and de-
fended A-3 (YD 172721); Company "G" occupied and defended C-2
(YD 11364)); Company "H" and Gomparny E{~ 1) occupied and defended
A<ly, Con Thien (YD 116701); the. remaining platoon of Company
"E" occupied. and defended C-2A position (YD 130669). Since
thesé werec all D"emarker positions, extonsive use was mado of
such devices as the PES~5 Anti-personnel radar, night obser-
. vatlon device and searchlight.,

R o

PART III
sEQtJENTxAL' LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. thSION During the period 1 to 31 lfay the Battalion was.
lasolgned tFe follow1ng missions:

‘a. Y = 27 Lay.(Operation Lancaster II)

(l)'Provideﬁror the defense and maintain security for
Camp Carroll.

(2) Conduct search and destroy operations to include
aggressive small-unit day and night activities to locate and
,destroy enemy forcesd in AC,

(3) Be prepared to provide Sparrow Hawk on 15 minute
alerto P

(4) Be propared to provide rough ridér and road mine-
Sweep security on order,

(5) Responsibility for security of Route 9 from 3d
Battalion, 9th Marines boundary to Lth uar1nes/9th Marines
boundary.

b. 27 - 31 May (Operstion Kentucly)

(1) Provide for the defense of A-3; A-h;~C—2 and C-2A.

(2) Dismantloc Yankee Station (YD 113686) and reduce.
C-2A (YD 129670) and Hill 28 (YD 171730) to platoon size posi-
tions.

(3) Protect LOC (Route 561 within AO, denying enemy
opportunity to interdict LOC by mines or ambushes. Conduct
d 11 road nmine sw s from A-l4 to C-2, -

aily roa e sweeps from A )4. o 'imcLASSIFIED"
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2.,¢Significant.Events#,

01 May ‘At 011130H a patrol from 3d Platoon, Company "H" 2/26
found a Confidential 1list of Division frequencies in
vicinity of coordinates YD 092583, List was turned.in-
to 2/26 3=-2 scction.

Ref: Journal #7°
(Tab 4 to pnclosure 1)
aOQ-May At 021815H 1 round of 75 pack howitzer impacted in.

vicinity of coordinates: YD 063549 resulting in 1 KIA
(UsA), 2 WIA (USA). Round came from unknown location,
Ref: Journal ;£22
(Tab A %o enclosure 1)

03 May At 031115H roceived lSwtb"ZO rounds .of incoming 82mm
mortars in vicinity of . ¥YD O7L57L resulting in 2 WIA's
(1 medevaced). Flashes wore obscrved in wvicinity of
YD 066589, -Blmm mortars-and artillery fired at sus-
pected .-morter site at coordinates YD 066589 with good
coverage. . Enemy mortars ceased firing. '
Ref: Journal ;#31
{Tab A to enclosure 1)

05 May At 050830H received 3 rounds of 82mm mortars. in vicin-
ity of coordinate YD 073574 resulting in 3 WIA (2 med-
evaced), Fired 60mm mortars and artillory mission on
coordinate YD 061590, Enemy mortars -ceased firing.

Ref:  Journal #54
(Tab A to enclosurs 1)

(S May At OS51045H a squad sized patrol from 34 Platoon, Come-
pany "H", 2/26 received sporadic 82rm mortar fire, a
total of 16 rounds, in vicinity of YD 072531. Suspected
enemy positions located at YD 061590 and YD 061597.

Artillery mission fired with good coverage. MNortars
ccased firing,

ety Jouma 56 DEBLASSIFIED
(Tab 4 to enclosure 1) A
—-—
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06 May

07 May

08 May

10 lay

10 May

10 liay

At 061030H 2 rounds of 75 pack howitzer impacted in

vicinity of YD 063548 .from vicinity of ¥YD 041596 and
YD 005602, causing l minor WIA, Artillery fired with

unknown resulte,
Ref: Journal #T71
(Tab 4 to enclosure 1)

At 071800H 3& Platoon, Companyw“G">2/26~displaced\from
Khe Gio Bridge (YD 024561) to Camp Carroll, .

Ref: Journal #81.
{Pab 4 to enclosure 1)

At 0810052 E/2/26 relicved remainder of G/2/26 at

Khe Gio Bridge in vicinity of coordinate YD 027561,
Remainder of G/2/26 to Camp Carroll at coordinate

YD 06554l to assume duties as perimeter defense company.

Ref: Journal #90
{Tab & to enclosure 1)

At 100630H 2 rounds of incoming 75 pack howitzor in
vieinity of YD 063547 were received resulting in one
minor WI4A, Rounds came from unknown range and direction,

Ref: Journal #106
(Tab 4 to enclosure 1)

At 1007108 minesweep found in excess of 125 pounds

of explosives under culvert . in vicinity of coordinate
YD 097575, Minesweep was guided. to explosives by small
VN boy, 'Demolitions were removed and destroyed, VN
boy rewarded with 1350 Piasters by S-2 representative,

Ref: Journal #107
(Tab A to enclosure 1)

At 101500H a patrol from 1lst squad, 2d Platoom, H/2/25
found 12 82mm mortar rounds with fuzes, a U.S5. field
protective mask and 1 bottle of albumin serum and in-
travenous kit in vicinity of coordinate YD 084592,
Cache was disclosed to patrol by small boy who immedi-

‘ately ren away.. Destroyed seme. —  PEA) ReGTIER

i

Ref: Journal #112 Q\

(Tab A to enclosure 1) ‘
ENCLOSURE (1)
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11 May At 110820H minesweep received 5§ to 7 rounds of 60mm
‘mortars in vicinity of coordinate YD 073570 and approx-
imately 20 rounds of 82mm mortars in vicinity of ¥D
070572 resulting in 7 USMC receiving minor wounds, No
medevacs were required. Artillery, 60mm mortars and -
Omm guns (Dusters) fired missions on enemy coordinates
YD 065590 and 070585 with good coverage.

Ref: Journal #119
(Teb 4 to enclosure 1)

12 May 4t 121L%50H H/2/26 reported 6 incoming 82mm mortar rounds
in vicinity of coordinate YD 086588 resvlting in 1 USHC
WiA [(medevaced), Mortar was observed at coordinate
YD 0806598 manned by 7 VA, Hotel Company took HVA
wder fire with small arms. Artillery and 81lmm mortars
wers called at vicinity of enemy ecordinate YD 088598,
sneay mortar destroyed.

Kef: Journel #135
(Tab A to enclosure 1]

1 May 4% 140733H *< Platoon, E/2/26 moved from hhe Gic Bridge
vicinity ¥YD 025671 to Camp Carroll vicinity of coord-
irate YD 06555 to man Camp Carroll perimeter and carry
out Battszlion rough rider mission in the event G/2/26
was alerted for Sparrow Hawk, .

Ref: Journal #152
(Tab A to enclosure 1)

1L May At 143100H a bulldozer hit a landmine in vicinity of
¥D 005566, It was determined that the minefield had
been abandoned by the Frsnch., Dozer operator secured
until receipt of further instructions.
Ref: Journal #155

(Tak 4 t7 encloéure (1)

bt

G ¥ay At 161202H.1 round of 75 pack howitzer impacted in
vieinity of czocrclinate YD CH3I5LT from unknown enemy
coordinate rasulting in I WIA (wminor), Crater analy-

gis ccnducted,
DECLASSIFIED
- -~
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17 May

18 May

18 Hay.
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Ref: Journal #171
(Tab 4 to enclosure 1)

At 171905 an accidental discharge of an M-16 rifle
resulted in the death of Lance Corporal PARRIS, J. Jre,
235948, -L/Cpl BYERS, E. V., while exchanging his, M-16-
rifle for a rifle with a chrome plated bore, accident-

ally pulled tho trigger of his own rifle and shot L/Cpl
PARRIS thru the neck, L/Cpl BYSRS claims that he for-.
got to cléar. his wedpon on return from rough rider de-

tail. L/Cpl PARRIS was medevaced at 1950H and was. dead

'qn arrival¢at,Dong.Ha;at;&OlEH.

Ref: Journsl #1844
(Tab 4 enclosure . l)

At 181200H to 181610H 1lst Plt, H/2/26 reccived L in-
coning 82mm mortars . in -vic of YD 099600:-while implant-
ing SID's. While'moving out of the impact areas the.
patrol had’ to cross the Cam Lo River in vic of YD 088~ .
5688, As the patrol was c¢crossing the river they receive

~ed additional 82mm mortar rds and sporadic small arms.

fire. As the remainder of the platcon. crossed the
river one of the men:was hit by shrapnel or small arms
and was swept away by the strong current. Another
Marine tricd to help but was glso struck by shrapnel
or simall -arms and went under with the other Marine.

‘Both men were listed as MIA. 3 WIAs (2 medevaced)

were sustained. 'A-search was conducted for the 2 miss-
ing Marines,

Rof: Journal # 186
(Tab A to enclosure ' l)

A+t 182015H an ambush was ‘moving into theip-ambush site
along a trail at coord YD-098587 when rear point heard
NVA véices and-saw 2 figures. Rear point engaged = -
enemy in brief fire fight., Two enemy were scen to go
down. Swept area with negative results. During fire
fight 2 Marines were wounded. Both were medevaced,
Ambush was set in general arca of contact with negat-
ire results. .

Ref: Journal # 190
(Tab A to enclosure 1) @E@M@SWWQE@

-

B Enclosure (1)
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gO May

20 Hay

¥D 97 5331, Blrm- mortar -and artlllary m1331on flr@d_.
apv-

leb A pO eh cloqure l)

5 91&40H an act:ve-encmy 82rm mortar was spotted ag
they wers firing on-an adjacent unit from eremy coord

on ercmv mortar, 1 g5

-.ef ' Jot.rr*a.l # 200
(7 b A to enclosure l)

At 2001u2H a patrol was placing and testing sensor
equipment in vieinity of cecrd YD- O9859b when 2 NVA
anpeared within 10°to 15 féet.

1y taken under. flre with small arms
soen to fall: ang’ subsequently seen b the
L o § more WVA trck the
2:ms, and/chicom grnnadbuﬂand attemptvd to flank and’
eYate 1rclu7the petrol The patrel” withdrcw across the
Cari- Lo River and: broke; contact.\ The: NVB pu"ued by :
fire,: patrol-layed lown a b 3 :

b

(Tab 4 Lo enclosure 1)

A‘ 200?20{ while conducting search for missing SID a’
1,2/26. platoon sizo patrol found the" bodies of the 2
float-

%a“lnes ‘proviously listed as mlssihg in eciion,
ing-in: the Cam Lo Plver in. Vlcinltyfof coord YD ©
Also found qID at the . same coord.»* !

Hefs Tourn*"'f-“]O
fr anl g : ) i
A & T enstonire U DECLASSIFIED
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!2 May

22 Hay.

22 Hay

22 May-

24 Hay

25 May
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At ZEIOBOH to 221045H Camp Carroll received approx

(28) 122m and 140mm Rookets impacting in vicinity

of coord 065L. Rockets were fired from an azimuth

of 6200 mills, flashes were obssrved at coord YD 057587,
Artillery, 4Orm missions were fired on coord YD 057587
with good coverage. 1 WIA (minor) as a result of in=-
coming.,

Ref: Journal /226

(Tab 4 to cnclosure 1)

“Eﬁfectivé,ZZIQOOH;May 1268 Cempany "H" was deployed

fo Con Thien and chopped to the 9th Marinses.
Ref: ULth Marines message 2316147,May6bd

At 22174L5H 1 squad of 1st platoon, E/2/26 moved from

ihe Gic Bridge at:coordinate YD 026562 to "Mikes" Hill

at coordinate YD 079574 24 platoon, Echo Company moved
from vL01n1ty of coordinate YD 026562 to Hill 37 in
vicinity of coordinate:¥D. 089578 to provide security

for that portion.of Route. 9 previously assigned to H/2/25,

Ref: Journal #2307 -

(Tab 4 to chclosure 1)

221G00H 34 platoon,-F/2/26 arrived at Camp Carroll YD
067543 from Thon 'Son. Lum to provide additiocnal forces
in 2/26 40. Chopped from  3/9 to 2/26.

Ref: Journal.#231-:

(Tab A to enclosure .l) -

At 24 20C00H a patrol from E/2/26. found 5 NYA bodies and

4O fighting holes 'in vicinity of.coordinate YD 82576,
Buried bodies -and reported holes,. 5 NVA KIA (C).

Ref: Journal #2119

- (Tab A 'to -enclosure l)

At 251700H+assumed OpCon. of - company- B/1/l upon their
arrival:at Camp Carroll,.

‘Ref: Lth Marires message 2516312/hay68

BECLASSIFIED
)
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25 May At 251830HﬂComﬁany'PE“t,¢hopped to 9th Marines and
helilifted to A=3,

Ref: lth Merines message 251631Z/May68 -

27 Fay At 271500H 2/26 -chopped. from 4th. Marines:to.9th Iarines.
B/1/k chopped ‘to' ljth Marines. The Battalion:CP was
displaced to Con- Thien: - -

Ref: Journal #269 and 9th Marines message 270935Z /liay68
{Tab A to enclosure 1)

28 May At 2807O00H 2t .enemy coordinate ¥D.122735 7 NVA were

f observed in treeline, fired artillery mission with
fircracker. 2 KVA wIf (C)J
Ref: Journal #273
(Tab A to enclosure 1) f

28 May At 282125H listening post.7 observed '3 NVA coming to- .
M-7918 arnd drove NVA.-into minefield results in deton-
atiocn of sn AP mine., An additional-2 NVA appeared to
assist *he others, and detonated. ancther AP mine, Swoep
of area irhibited by high grass: and.minefield, could
not observa VA bodies, but found blood-trails-and foote-
printe,

Ref: Journal #281
(Tab 4 £o enclosure 1)

29 May 4t 290335H -1 at C=2 Bridge(¥YD128670) .received two

) incoming rounds from unknown direction resuiting in
1 WIA (minor).

Ref: Journal #282
{(Tab 4 to enclosursl)

30 May at 200830H a vehicle received small arms fire“in vicin-
ity of YD 134634, resulting in 1 WIa (minor) and 1l
damaged Mighty Mite.

Ref: Journal 290

(Tab 4 to enclosure 1) g

ENCLOSURE ()i
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30 HMay

30 May

}1 May

. 31 hay

}i Mazr
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At 301050H F/2/26 received 20 rounds of incoming 10Smnm
and 152mm in vicinity of coordinate YD 173723 result-

ing in 3 wounded (2 medevacs) and 1 (minor) damage to

3 bunkers. Rounds came from vicinity of enemy coord-

inate YD 183820.

Ref: Journal 261
(Tam A to enclosure 1)

At ZO01L)WCH G/2/26 received 17 rounds ‘of 8lum mortars

in vieinity of YD 13 36646 from unknown enemy position

resulting in 1 WIA (medevaced). Counter artillery
fired a% suspected enemy coordinate with goed coverage.

Ref ¢ Journal #292

Tab A to enclosure 1) ;

At 311305H a patrol from H/2/26 made contact with an
estimated enemy squad in vicinity of coordinate YD
L"569h- Returned small arms fire and broke contact
e evploy suppdrbting Firés. Ths sction resulted in

b WIA's (medevaced). Patrol covered by £lmm mortar
firae nnd withdrow from contact area, 2 WVA KIA (C).
Ref: Journal o 30).‘_

(Tab &4 to encliosure 1)

At 3311330H G/2/26 was chopped to 34 Battalion, 9th 1 .+ . =

Marines Bravo Command Group.
Ref: Ogth larines message 311L36H/Mayé8

At 31173CEH “/P/Eé recoived 2 incoming rounds of unknown
cailiber res utulng in 1 ¥I4 (minor),

Ref: Jouwrnmal #309

(Teb A to enclosurc 1)

At 210780 Frog Order 1€ -68 was ilswucod,

Ref: 24 Ba$héfiéh, 26th Marines Frag Order 19-68
{Tab C to enclosure 1) :
BECE :’af"%BB(Pﬂ‘“D
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-1-31May Total number of patrols 143
Total number -of “ambushes: 165
Total number of LPt's . ' 259
Total number of OP's - 78

3. Personnel Administration:

a. Personnel
(1) Number of.replacements received:. L5
(2) MNumber of personnel lost: through rotations: 71

" (3) Number of personnel\lost;through‘attr;taonfﬂu .
other than rotation: e

(a) RIA: Officers Enlisted 2

0
1. Camp -Carroll 0 1
2, Con Thien 0 1
(b) DOW: Officers 0. Enlisted O
(¢) WIA:z. Officers o] Enlisted - 15"

(d) Non-battle casualties:. 17
(e) Intra-division/Regiment Transfers: .26.
(L.} Number of personnsl-who wers woundeds; troated

and returned to dutytand non-battls. casualties returned to
duty after treatment.

{(a) WIA: Officers - 2 Enlisted 18
1. Camp Carroll. 2 . 12
2, Con: Thien - 0. 6

(b) Non-battale casualtles: 13
(5) R&R: A total of 87 personnel took R&R.
be AdﬁiniStration

(1) Awerds: The following awards were issued during -

the reporting period:

ENCLO&:URE; (A
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| AWARD | NUMBER OF RECEIPIINTS
Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry | 3
Air.Medal. | 1
Purple Heart - , ' 39

(2) Promotions :

(a). To Sergeant Major - 1
(b) TO'Corpbral 26
{¢) To.Lance ‘Corporal 113

(d) Po Private First Class 2L

(3) Postal Services: Mail is initially sorted in the
Admihistrative Rear and sent by convoy. and helicopter by mail
courier to the receiv1ng activitles, where it is turned over
to the wmit nail clerks,

(4) Post Exchange: Fost exchange facilities for the
Administrative Rear arez are quite adequate, Post .Exchange
facilities at the-forward area at- Camp Carroll were comnsidered
adeguate ‘with two coperating PXts.. Sinece the relacation of the
Battalion to the Con Thien area, exchange facilities have been
limited. A-exchange truck makes runs: when they can be'scheduled°

(%) Special Services: Special Services has provided -
cribbage boards, gemes playing cards, writing kits and ice chests
to the forward area. In,addltlon, bevorages have been and will
continue to be provided, ‘ '

u._ Intelligence

.Eneny situwation.at the ‘beginning of the period. The
accepted location of the 6uth Rogiment, 320th Division, was
north of the Cam Le: River in -the vicinity of Dong Ha Mountain

YD 019594), This unit 15 supported by either the 6lith or

5end Artillery Regiments or both. The 27th Independent Bat-
talion Headquarters continues to operate out of its known base
camp in the vicinity of YD 1351, The Cam Lo Local Force Com-
pany operating area is accopted as being within the 2d Battalion
26th Marines' A0, Although no hard evidence is available, it

is believed that the 27th Indeperndcnt Battalion and the Cam'Lo
-Local Force Company continued their mission of guiding HVA units

ENCLOSURE (1)
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from the DMZ, through Cem Lo:District and into.the Base Camp
101 areas- Phe enemy forces within-the 24 ttalion, 26th
.Marires A0 continuod with limited offensive-actions" in the-
~form of harassing artillery and nmortsr fire,.

“Be - Enemy initiatediindidents.

(1) Contacts. - The -enemy -initiated five.ground con=. :
‘taéts against the 2d° Battalion, ‘26th ‘Marines, three of which
“wore" supported by 82mm'mortars.

(2) Sniper Fire.- The. enemy ‘forces employed snivers
agalnst '2/26 on 3:occasions, -

(3) Mortar/Artillery/Rocket Fire ~ The 24 Battalion,
26th Marines received.a-total of: 28]y rounds. during the report-.
ing period. ‘Below listed.is a breakdown by A0, and type re-..
ceoived.

LAaNCASTER I T hEWTUCII
82mm Mortar 102 rounds: 60mm Mortar- ~ 2 rounds
120mm Mortar 1 rounds” . 75mm Pack Howitzer-«2 rounds
75 Packrnowitzer.V31inouﬁd§%¥ 105tm Howitzer. - 40 rounds
14Orm Rockets 1L .rockets. 152mm- Gun/Howitzer YO rounds
122rm ‘Rockets 1l -rockets- . Unknown: 19
- Unlmown 18 ‘

KnoaneneMyumortar;pmsdtionszare:liatedpbeiow1-

YD 055575 - YD 090598 YD 068583+ ¥D 091598 - ¥YD: 058581 -
YD 066589‘ YB 061597 ¥D 061590 - ¥YD: 065590 -¥D:092597

{L) “Vietnamese lNationals volunteering .information.
One -instance :of. :a Vietnamese:volunteering informstion which
led to. the -capture of 125 pounds-of-TNT. .Another instance
oceurred. in which a: civiliankp01nted out the locatlon of an
eneny . ammunltlon cachg.. :

Cc. .Summary of. -enemy. casualties, POW!s..and.captured equlp-

nent, - “E@[Lﬁu&ﬁ’m
-

ENCLOSURE:(1)"
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(1) KIa
(a) By ground:-~- 09°
(b) By artillery .- 03
(2) Detainees -- 1 (Released .as innocent civilian).

(3) Equipment Captured: .125 pounds. TNT; 75 rounds
60mm; .10 rounds G2mm; 2 Chicom.stick:gronades; 2 Soviet gas
masks; and a small amount of 782 gear .and documents,

..de .No significant-trends were . noted.

- @e  dnemy:.situation:at.the.end of the.reporting period.
‘Elements -of. the ~320th: NVa Division: are:known. to be.operating
in and around-the 24 Battalion, .26th Marines 40..  These.units
.are supported by artillery and rocket:units:which:.are .either-
erganic to or in general .support.: These units include elements
of “the Slith, Bhth. and 16Lth Regiments. Another known unit is
the. KJjOO- or Gio Linh Loeal--Force.-Company which operates along
Highway 1 east of A-3.. It .also:.appears .that. the 812th Regiment
of: the. 32l  B::Division-has moved:north’ from the .Hue area and
is operating .in the area.scutheast of A=l in vicinity of YD
1688, The. enany -employod.harassing indirect fire weapons
againgt C<2.and-A-3, while fire against -a-l (Con Thien) was-
minimal,

f. Weather. The weather during the reporting period was
highly conducive to friendly activities as-it allowed maximum

utilization of air. The days were charecterizod.by clear
weather and wind gusts up to 30 knots,

5; Operations

.8e Command Relations, The Battslion. was under. opera-’
tional control of the:

Lth Marines 1-27 May 1968
9th Marines 27=31 May 1968 -

b, Major Operastions conducted,-

Participated in: Operation Lincaster II 1-27May68
Operation: kentucky 27-31lay68

BNCLOSURE 1)

c., New techniques. Nona
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de Treining.

(1) Throughout tlie month each rifle company con-
ducted training in the follcwing areas:

Field Sanitation (Corpsman utilized)
Offensive tactics (Squad and Platoon)
Map Reading

Crew=-served weapons

M<16 Rifle.

(2) The 106 RR and 81lmm Mortar platoon conducted
training including: care and cleaning gun drill (day and
night), types of ammunition and fuzes, mapping, ficld fort-
ifications, 8lmm mortar in offensive combat, camouflsage,
M=16 and plotting board.,

(3) A representative from G-3 training conducted
on position 11-16 training to include FAM f1rin§, zeroing of
newly issued rifles to companies "H", "F" and "E" (=), A
class in quick firing for the M«lé rifle was also held.

e. Fire Support -

(1) During the peried 1-27 ilay 1968, artillery sup-
port wes provided by the 1lst Battalion, 12th liarines at Camp
Carrolly

(a) There.were 39 HE missions fired in support
cf the Battalion.

(b) There were no illumination missions fired
in support.of the Battalion,

(¢) There were ;57 H&I targets attacked at the
Battalion'!s request.

(d) There were 2 significant missions fired in
support of the Battalion.-

1, At 1914L5H Company "H"'s Torward Observer
called a fire. mission on active mortars at grid 0C9599, re-~
sulting in one, secondary explosion.

.. 24 At 121430H, Company "“H"'s Forward Obssrver
called a fire misSion on active mortars at grid YD 088596 ro-
su;ting in onc destroyed mortar tube,

17
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(2) Diring this period two sections of the 8lmm
lortar Platovon were employed at Camp Carroll., One section
was located at Khe Gi6 Bridge in support of Company's g"
and "E" and c¢ne'seetion was loeated at Hill 37 .in ‘support
of Company 'H",

(2) There were 28 HE missions fired in support
of the Battalion.

(b} Thero were 3 illumination missiong fired in
support of the Battalion,

{c) There were 12 WP missions fired in support
of the Battalion,

(d) 171 H&I targets were attacked.

{e) There werc 3 significant missions fired in
support of the Battelion.

1. The 81mm mortar section at Hill 37 fired
15 rounds of HE and 3 rounds of WF at an enemy mortar position
and crew at grid YD 083596 and was credited with destruction
of the mortar and an-uncertain amount of enemy casualties,

. 2. At 191350H the ith section of the 8lmm
mortar platoon on Hill 37 fired 20 rounds of HE and 10 rounds
of WP at onemy mortar.position at grid YD 093598 and caused

numerous secondary explosions.

82 At 24 1000H at Camp Carroll the 24 Bnd: 34
sections of the 8lmm mortar platoon fired 289 HE and 99 WP
at enemy troops in: the .open. and- enemy positions at. grid YD
048538, YD Ollj54S, YD-03954l -and YD 045536. Results were:

7 major secondary explosicns, numerous small arms explosions
and unknown number of -casualties..

(3) During this period the 106 Recoilless rifle
platoon wag employed in:direct . support of the rifle companies,
mannlng defensive p051tlons at Camp Carroll,

(4) From 27-31 May artillery support was provided by
the 24 Battallon, 12th Marlnes.

(a) There were uo HE missions fired in support
of the Battalion,

(b) There were 5 illumination mJ.ssg3 Egred in

support of the Battalion. IR L)
(1

EVCLOSURE )
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(¢) There were-198 H&I targets attacked at the
Battalion's request. '

(d) There were 5.significant missions fired in
‘8support of the Battalion,

1. At 2707000 OP=2(A-l) .called’ a fire mission.
on HVA in the open at. grid YD 1221736 resulting. in 2 onpemy. KIA.

2+ At 2710 OH -OP= 2(A-l}). called a:;fire -mission
on NVA in the open at YD 11927421 resulting in.1 enemy.hIA.

3.:4t 3118108 OP~1 (A-l) called a fire mission
on active artilléry at-YD 068764 resulting in two secondary
explosions.

b at 311820H QP=-3(4-l4) called a fire mission
on suspected mortars. at YD 150673 resulting in two secordqu
explosicns.

(5) Durlng thishperiod +twWo sections and one squad of
-the 8lmm mortar platOUn Jenalned in: general support. from Ay
(YD 11.6693), while one:section:was in direct support at C-2
(YD 1346lly) and. one" squad in ‘direct support at the C-2 bridge
(YD 134670),

{8a) ‘There were 7 HE missions fired in supporé of
the Battalion. '

(b) There were 6 iYlumination missions fiired in
support of the Battalion. = '

; (¢} ‘There were 10 WP missions fired-in support
of the Battalion.

(d) There were 120 H&I targets fired at the 2at-
_talion's}reQuest; ,

vf(e) There were 2“SEgnificaﬁt'missions‘fired~in
support. of the Battalion.,

1. At 301530H sections 2 and 3 of the 8lmm
mortar: platoon” fired 2l HE ‘at suspected enemy OP at grid YD
123720 resultlng in excellent target coverage and neutralized
eneny OP. R

2. At 301510H sections 2-and Y of the 81mm
mortars fired 5 HE and 2 WP 'at ¥YD-104706, an enemy OP, result-
ing in destroyed OP, . .- ‘ O

HNC%ﬁs
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" (6) - During this period the 106 Recoilless rifle pla-
toon remained in. direct support of the-rifle companies mann-
ing dbfen31ve positions -at A=l and C=2,

f. Air Supnort

(1) Resupply: 18000 pounds‘of.resupply;lifteddto
Battalion's positions.

(2) Troop Hovement: A lift-of a reinforced company
was conducted from TSL to 4-3.

_ (3). Direct Air Support: There were 3 DAS missions
flown in supkort of the Battalion..

(L) PPQ-10: 37 targets were requestod, number of
“targets hit is unknown, -

(5) Observation._ ‘11 missions were flown’ for: personnel
of the Battalion to conduct. aerial reconnlssances.‘r

ey ,Medevacs:4-31”personne1‘were~medevaCGd By{heii-
copter, ' .
6, LogistiCS-

8a Source of bugply and kalntenance

(1) ‘The source’ of supply while at Canip ‘CaProll was
through the Battalion rear at Quang Tri and.FLSG"B" at Dong
Hao.  Supplies and equipment were then moved by convoy to Camp
Carroll and distributed to the units in the field. Serond
o¢helon maintenance was performed -at Camp:Carroll and at Quang
Pri follewing the Battalions deployment to the Kentucky AO. b
Items for '3d and higher echelon were retrograded by convoy to
the 'Battalion »sar at Quang Tri and to FLSG"B"., No difficul-
:ties were experlunced in the system, only in the procurement
-of transportatlon.

(2) Supply
(a) Status of Supplies

l., Class I. The Battalion maintained a level
of five days "C" Tations on hand based on an sverags of 950
-rations, "S" rations were maintained at -an- average_level of
i 2/3 days for an average. supported strength of L5 O as were
“R“ rations - at a level of 1 1/3 days. .

DECLASSIFIED




APECLASS{FIEP
® | °
o DECLASSIFIED

2e Class 3 II. A 5 day operational level of
Class II was maintained at Camp Carroll for those items deemed

necessary. The remainder were maintained at the Bettaiicn rear
at Quang Tri,

, 3+ Class III. MoGss and Diesel were main-
tained by Camp Carroll, Bulk lubricants were obtained from
the Batizlion rear at Quang Tri.

Le Class IV No speclfied level of Class IV
was mair.tained, howevar tne Battalion at Camp Carroll builsb
up a suffiaient on hand supply’ to mest. the needs of the Battalion,

5. Class V. A basic allowance plus 15 days
was maintained of all required-Class V items.

6. Miscellaneous. All on hand supylwes eXx~
cept for r1ass II were left at Cemp Carroll for use by the
relisvirg Battalion. Clirrently an inventory of supplies is
being conducted at the arcas oeccupled by thc Pattalion since
moving to Quang Tri. Levels of supplies will be as directed
by Commending Officer, 9th Marines.

(b) Resupply. All resupply was accomplished by
vchizsie while at Camp Carroll except for Company "F", GpCon
to 3/9; which was resupplied by helicoptor with Class TI from
Caryp Carrocll, Resupply improved steadily from the time the
Battalion arrived at Camp Carroll until it departed. ILosupply:
of the Battalion and its units located in. the A-3, Con Thien,
and C-~2 arert; will be conducted by road and helicopter from
vre Battalion regr at Guang Tri.

(3) Evacuation and Hospitalization. Vehicles & holltupim
Uero nsed %0 cvacuate the cesualbies Ifrom the field and fron

Cemp Carroll. The serious and those not serious but inascess-
+1:1e Lo vehizles were evacuated by heliconirz to Camp Carroil

or to I'enz Ps as each case warranted. The serious cases a%b

Gamp Gerroll worc medevaced by helicopter to Dong Ha. ‘No probe
.ems were encoumtvered while at Camp Carroll and ncne have bLeen
oxperienced thus far while the Battalion has been located at

Con Thien, -2 and A~=3,

(l4) Transportstion

(a) Surfrce. While et Camp ZJarrcll tue Dattalicn
roved approximately 1000 cube and 12 tons per dey by vehicle,

.

EI\'CL ASTRE (.;
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(b).Air, ~Very-little-use-was made .of transpor=-.
_tation by air with the exception of mowing certain Class. IT
itoms; mail.and personnel to F/2/26 ‘which was-.OpCon to.3/9.

- T» Civil-Affairs,. No-Civil.Affairs activity was conducted -
- «during:this period.

8. Communications.: Puring the past month communications
support was ‘provided :for Operations Lancaster II and Kentucky,
Alsotechnical assistance.was:provided:for: Project 972.

ae. -Wire, Wire.communications was employed -at A-l and
Camp Carroll;. wi he:Battalion-Command Post, to-the. .compan=
ies: and organic supporting arms.:.An-effort -was made ab Gamp
Carroll . to- hnprove theexlsting wire systen within the Battalion
Command Posty - New'wireswas-installed and old wire .was rsmoved.

by -Radio’

(1) ~Constant ‘radio; eammunlcatlons has. been maintained
on’ “the. Battallon, Reglmental and supporting armsinets.

(2) ..A covered:circuit - has been installed:between the
.Battal‘on CP. at A=l and. the. Regimental: CPiat.Dong Ha.. TUpon
initial- 1n3uallat10n, problems ‘worerexperiendediwith I-modo
cebles,

(3) The Tacticdl Air.Control. Party .continued using
VHF and UHF radios in- support :of -thé Battalion,:

c. Radio nelaz, Radio~ Relay #as not needed. for commun-
)catxor bstueen the -Battalivn: and ‘Régiment CP's at Camp Carroll.
At Asb o AN/TRC-27 teriiinal is available to. provide communi-
cet1ons +o tho ReglmegwaiqCPwat(Dng Hae.

ds Message Center.. A total of 879 messages wer> processed
.duringﬁthﬁ~month{of‘May;?'-

o

e. Maintenance: and Supplz

(1) .Batteries were charged and technical .assistance
was provided: in support of Project.-9724

(2) - At~ the present t1inid, AN/FRC-25 accessories. .and
TA=1 nbones are- critically short and have been- plsacad OTE he

: h.bghx“‘t pY 1011;_1;3: PQSSIbleo D @“_:&Sgﬂ

ENCLOSURE (1)
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9. lMedical bupport

8. The BAS treated or saw 897 patients.

b. Disease ‘or-injuries ‘encountered during:the month
are as follows:"

DISEASE. . PATIENTS
- Kalaria \ 8
Heat. Casualties - -3
“. +! INJURIES
. Burns -2
- Liacerations- 22

¢. The BAS ‘rrovided . support for: the Battalion with-a
BAS equipped witha. ward ﬁlaboratory, Sicka a1l .and Record
- Office’ in Camp Carroll and a’rear BAS:ih Quang Tri which
con51ated of Recdm ’,e, Supply and.Siek Call,

, d. A forward ‘BAS in. Con Thlen is presentlv being maintained
Cwith. a rear; Bas at Quang Tri. THe rear BaS consists of vick:
Ca¢1 Record office’; Medical Supply and Sanitation.

" The BAS is- currently belng revised ‘to inelude a- SLck
Cdll .and hdlding ward (10 beds) in Dong Hao.

lun Rel]glous Sevv1ces

va. Chaplain assigneds 'LCDR'Hdllis ﬁ,WBOND;“CHC}'USN.

b, Services Conducted:

TYPE NUMBER = . ATTENDANCE
Sunday Services - Protestant- 12 278
“Sunday Masses - Catholic ol _ kAT
. Wsckday Services - Protestant 21 496
Weekday Masses -~ Catholie L el
Holy Communion - Protestant 12 270
' Baptismal Services = Protestant 2 11
Daily Bible Classes 12 152

DEGLASSIFIED
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¢, Personnel receiving counsel:

(1) Professional counseling cases.- U5
(2) American Red Cross cases .= 1l
d. . Bignificant activities:,

(1), The:resident;Infantry Battalion Chapel: at Camp
Carrolx was: dedlcated on; 25 May 1968 to the memo' i

ey acilities:

(1) when the Battalion moved tc¢ Con Thien on. ZT*Mav

a large bunker was designated the Camp- Chapel.. - hes g

quate room.to. soat 40 .or more:Marines, houses-the Chapla £

and clerk and.contains .a-private area which can. be,utllisz

for counseling purposes. An.altar has been: erectedféud»pews
are.being. constructed for the chapel. ) ‘

PART TV
.HSUPPORTINGTDOCUMENTSv
VZLL 4 to enclosure (1) - Unit Journal
/al B Lo enclosure (1) “After action Report for
' ' Operation Lancastexr 11
Vieb ¢ to enclesars (1) 2dEn, 26thMar Frag CFORD
: 19~ 68

ERCLOSURE (1)
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TAB-T

T T NSRS, MR Dot YT
n g | Jgolodali 3d MARDIV to HF: Intel Rept A;Ts" ’
o5o§'_} 2 ;010500 _HF to R: Sitrepn # 5] FR
0620 3 i010550' HF to R Sph Bepts IP sef off flare getting fire to FR
% filtration vic of water point. Building burned down. _gﬁﬁif_
0801 4 jblO8OO HE to Hﬁé: Raough rider-reubes for—today V - PS
1105 5 Tfonloo.r HF to R: Sitrep # 52 FR
111@ 6 }QlllOO HF3 +o HFG6:.relief.has been altered. - ﬁg-_-
3.330g 7 §01113O Spt Rept: Ptl found conf. list of'Div;E;eqs o w%3§n~
1400 8  0114§05‘HFG to HF:’Lowboy with doger fm DH +5 Rockpile With.no FS
N ?, :“escort. ' : - ' Y
h701i 9 é,dilmai Sitrep # 53 FR
l715i 10. %Oll54§§ Spt Rept: Ptl  found bivowac ares & camp sites at 080555 FSR
« fs3o} 11 3,011835_" HF to HFG & H: “oge for day FS.
o300} 12 % $012300} _Sitrep # 24 - FR
biod | 13 f§0203oo§. R to HF: Intel Rews FS
" fosod 14 Yo20508 Sitren # 55 FR
1109 15 ogllgﬁjsmrep‘# 56 FR
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Journa&;
HFG % HFH received convoy schedule FS
12531 17 902195 HF to HFG & H: Col depart CC o New York FS
o 131’51;“ 18 iozlzsi HF to HFG & H: Code for day _FS
1705) 19 “50217ock Sitrep # 57 . _FR ]
1640 - 302184d»HFH to HF: Armv Lt & 3 vehlclee dlsreqamﬁed orders_and R
i ? . ~joined paesiﬁg convoy . ' R
1635".{Mié§?“021845HFH to HF: Convoy received 13 82mm rds_ - . FSR
18151 22 ';.j0218501 HF to R:- 1 ?'U- rd landed . in 2/94th_area. FR
2135 23 {0221357 HF to R: 8 rds Tired at flashing light ab 079563 FR
2300“; 24 }022300¢ Sitrep # 58 ' ' FR
23461 25  -§022346: HF to HFG: Req you sweep road ak 0600 FS ]
02554 26 q?‘o302201 Spt Rept: OP at 067553 obs lights at 062585 . Arty fired. FSR B
losoo] 27 03050& Sitrep # 59 FR
0820} 28 '?EO:-}OSOS“&rEp_t Rept: obs 2 82mm rds fired .fm' north of river FR
110 29 ‘-&03110 Sltrep # co FR
'lll" 30" :vSpt Rept: 35 unidentified persons observed by R. F8
Ti2] 31 ' ’03111‘.‘ Spt Rept: recd 15= 50 rds incoming. Arty & 8ls fired. FR
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: Jonrnak.
: “?”‘»’ i3 I l"\»x“—'s [IpEERIC “’ AMD ORDERS e ACT TN
.1335-+~3é' ?G%ancﬁ HE_ia ﬁﬁﬁ_@_ﬁ? Code for day. Faq
‘ 1705] 33 E©317OCH HE: 5o Rt STTREP. #‘61 FF RN AR R
.?ﬁ‘_ _ _1820 34 03172 ‘H-;-~:op0‘t Reuorqt: .S.p:ot tag. 3 _gugsnech d enemy, sent out patrol
% _no_enemy movcment ajohtad,. ' . ' FSR

24 B n, 26th Marines
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FR

2035 35 32010F Spot report: Movement heard at 069547, - 8lmm mission N
o i - fired w1th unknown results. | FSR
2219 36 | 032209H Spot Report: Received 1 rd at 064546, est: 120mm: Féh~.‘
| 23040 3";[ ""323OOI- HF _to R: SITREP # 62. ' FR 1
.2315. 38 323004 _Spot Repdrfi Fired arfv at-lights at 088502, resulting
| } in 2 secondarlpq. FSR
233 39‘:;032330H Spot Reportii Trip flare sef off 31,06‘3544L 2-M=79 rds
: jfired. w1th negetive results.  FSR
v T -
0504 40 §b4osooﬂ HF to R: SITRFP # 63 FE
O65ﬁ 41 | HFE _to HEG & H: Rowngh Rider Schadﬁin_ FST
OSB& _42' Spot Report: Accidental dischafge at HFG posit. PSR
093 43 _HVHF4 to HFG & H: Request ammo count. FT
1104 44‘¥]-gllQ i Hvan P; STORER #-A4'
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1423 45 @41325H Spots Report: H3 renorted o
-d-:f L S — vﬂ_ LA A
: oo 072572 near Rt.‘9. Arty, tanks and 81lmm are on -call.

hgerving 82mm rds impacting ati

3 :

7 ?- “Coverlng convoy, no further incident. _ FSR
3 , - ' : .

1425 461 i 41326H.Spot Rebort: % rds. 75mm Pac. impacted ah 062547 . FSR
»170{ 47 %41700& HF to Ri SITREP 4 65— o o FR
lBOQ 48 'fD41650 Spoﬁ Report: OP Norih .ot 058558 received 3 rds sniper o

b K-

50, range 250m. continueing to observg.FSR

FR

fire from azmuth 34

5300 49 1042300§ HF to R: SITREP # 66.

-
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50 ‘05023OH URS Report NVA have 1n1tlated offenelve action at Da

: Nang- & to +h°-89&%%~_Migh%—inciﬁ&?‘bﬁ%ﬁﬁ—tﬁ—%@ﬂADﬂTV ared THES

023

s

|
-
|

_ ‘ - ,n§' —
0504 51 ,zoij_oogi;.ﬂ to B: SITRER # 6%~ FR
0740 52 r050740 HF to. HFG & H: Rough Rider schedule. F8T
080(‘ §O42118L~$p0t Report' Suspected ernemy movement at 062541, threw |
| 1 M—26 grenade with unknown rpqn}%q FR

T

3 X
hoss§ - 54 $050830% Spot Report: Recd. 3 8omm rds_at 073574 fram 061590, fired

r-mortar with excellent target coverage. 2 Medevab
| | ' FSR

3 counte

& 1 minor WIA's.
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Fﬁw WeET PR B THCTLRES, STRESAGES AN OROES _ JF ECEIG
'PllOg.-55" )’511001 HF o R: SITRED #-—68- _FR
1229 56 x051o45H Spot Report: HP7 recelved 16 rds 82mm at 072581 from
‘ | 1061590 & 061597, took evasive action and célled arty msn - ..ﬂ
)  With good coverage. 1 Minor WIA. N | rsr
A1256ﬁ.57 _551205‘ Spot_Reﬁért: OP250 at 067553 reported 50 people at_084— ]
o .; ‘1 575 moving toward Camp Carroll, HPS8 repofts civilian -1
) brush cléaring detail, | ‘ ;_ h_';;§§3___;
1304, 58 b51108§ HF to HFG &H: Code for the day. |FR
1408 .ifﬁé 0514083.HFG to HI: Holdiﬁg lone véhicie alt XKhe Gia Bridge. F3
1700 60 517008 HF to R: SITREP # 6. PR
J1god 61 bs1324d Spot Report: HFH FO called Arty msn an active mortar
R 1 site at 06825856, AO then reported 8 NVA in same area
'}; 1'carrying’82mm mortar, followed up wiﬁh more arty. With
' i Mnknown .I'QF%.U'] is ‘FSR
43001" 62 ‘b523oor¥? HP to R: SITRER # 70 ¥R
¢:3OO 63 | 52200h Spot Reﬁor.t. Trin -F‘;lﬂ'fp at 0AA557 set off, fired M-—-79 .
o to H&I the area. ' FRS
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] DlOST 64 052400h Spot Report: HF unit ak 059545 reporhs what appeares to
TR i "be spotlight at 270°, 2000m. from their position. Keepg
3 3  ing under sbwervation. | » FSR
) - . . - . - ) —
OlOi 65 20690 40 { Spot RGDOL't : C . -|’/A£L f:t’t_B gd..sachor 'v;nrn-r--l-:q ]_]_ghts _at :"‘
1 i 065592, Fired 40mm dusters and 8l's. Lights thought to b f
‘ fﬂ { | fires from earlier alr—strlke. - ' FSR
[ S - - o
D110 '_l 66 0600470 URS Repart:i Cam-Lo uln‘haaéh&gh—pfeb%&iiy—of-4$$¥—Gr — ]
N ‘s { ground attack at 060100H., FST
1p4l5 67 §O60355H Spot Report nghts observed fnmm HF Red sector at 5200
5 _
\ § & 5400 mlls, range ZOOOm. contlnuelng,to observe. FSR
r._.«—ﬁlw~:‘~<hwm’ Mt % -
9747 - 68 ‘;1060740 H _HP Lo HBEG & Hi--C-onvFoy ub.u.cu.‘Ct_Le. - — BT
$920 69 §O60915§ Int. %o HF Request for After Action Eeuort on Operatlon‘
- - H Pegasus. ' S pES
, i 4 _ ) - T
9945 69 060940F HF to Int: After Action Repork will-be gent via helio. PR
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24 Battalion, 26th Marines ’ ;
3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF 2”?53 68
FPO 3an Francisco, 96602 -
B/GFK/ccc o
3100 e SN
5 June 1968
Ser No‘.&,:“ :

From: Commanding Of ficer
Tos Comnanding Officer, 4th Marines

Subj: Combat. Operations After Action Report

b} 4th Mar Frag Order 4-68 (Lancaster II

Ref: Eag 4th Mar Frag Order 3~69 éLa.ncas.ter II;
¢) 2d& Ba, 26th Mar Frag Order 1668

1. Gode Name., Operation LANCASTER II, Search and Destroy/Defense
of Camp Carroll.

2. Dates of Operation: 24 Battalion, 26th Marines participated
during the period 18 April to 27 May 1968.

5. Logstion. Vie Camp Carroll (YD 063547), Hill 37 (YD 089578) and
Khe Gio Bridge (YD 026561). -

4i Task Organization

2d Battalion (Rein), 26th Marines LtCol HEATH
H&S Co (-) Capt HARTMAN
Det, 4y Co, 4th Mar
Det, Btry B, 1st Bn, 13th Mar

Commany B (Rein L+ MEEKS
Comneny F (Rein Capt DIVELBISS
Company G (Rein : Capt - PIFER
' 18 4pr - 24 Mey
Lt  RIORDAN
: - 24 May ~ 27 May .
Company H (Rein) ' Capt BROUGHTON

5. CSfupporting Forces

aes Ariillery Support

. (1) 1s% Battalion, 12th Marines, direct support of 4th
Yoxines, L : ‘

(2) Reinforcing fires available from 2d Battalion, 94th
Artillery USA (175mn Artillery).

b, Air Support

(1) 1st Marine Adrerafi Wing provided TAC(L), direct air
support/close air support and helicopter support. S

s
v e o

. ) P
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¢. Other

(1) Co B, 33 Tank Bn, direct support.-

. (2) Btry C, 1st Battalion, 44th Artillery, USA, direct
support.

6. Inte 1lligence,

as Enemy situation at the beginning of the period. Elements
of the 320th NVA Division were located north of the Lam Lo River
in the vieinity of Dong Ha Mountain (YD Q19592). They were supported
by elements of either the 64th or 52nd Artillery Regiments, or both.

- The 27$%h Independent Battalion Headquarters and .one to two companies

were loecated in a known base camp area in the vieinity of YD 1351,
The Cam Lo Local Force Company. operating area was accepted as being
within the -2d Battalion, 26th Marines? AO0, Although no hard evi-
dence was available it was beliewved that the 27th Independent
Battalion end the Cam Lo Local Force Company contimued their mission
of guiding enemy uyits through the IMZ and Cam Lo Disirict arece.
This estimate of the enemy situation wes based upon current order

of battle holdings, URSs and a study of incidents which had occurred
during the. previous 2 monthsd

. be. Zdnemy Situetion during Operatione. Camp Carroll received
sporadic enemy artillery and rocket attacks, including 75mm pack
howitzer and 120mm rockets, from the area north of Dong Ha Mountain.
Company H elements at Mikes Hill (YD 074574 ) were sporadically
attacked with 82mm Mortars. From-contacts by Company H and from
o compilation of numerous intelligence reports it was ascertained
that: ’

(1} There was a buildup of enemy troops north of the Cam Lo
River in the Van Quat Xa area (YD 0960).

{2) Elements of at lenst one VC company were intermingled
with the inhabitants of Quat X» (YD 0960) and the Cam Lo Re—
settlement Village (YD 1259). '

(3) Infiltroting units used the villages in the area as a
haven in their movement through the Cam Lo area.

(4) The enemy units were very careful to avoid any signi-
ficant ground contact.  Instead they employed artillery, rockets
and 82mm mortars- to engage friendly units.

cs Nbo positive unit identification was made.

d. It was noted that the enemy utilized the sound of Zwiondly
artillery to gover the use of their own indirect fire weapons.
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e. Terrain. The 2d Battalion, 26th Marines! AO was characten-
ized by two dominant terroin features, The first of these was tae
Camp Carroll platean (YD 0654) znd the second Dong Ha Mountain znd
its adjoining ridgelines. The Cam Lo River and Highway 9 were the
two major cast-west features. 4n important north-south cultural

feature was Highway 558. Other significemt terrain features which
were important due t'o their observation of Highways 9 aond 558 and
because of.their visual commond over movement throughout the 40
were Hill 37 (YD 089579;' Milks's Bill (YD 078574), OP: 250 (YD 0685550,
and: OP North (YD 059556). . EGover and concealment throughout the AO
was excellent except in the open-areas in the Cua Valley. . '

f. Weather. The weather throughout the:period was highly COnN~,
ducive to friendly cetivities due to the clear wecther. condi tions
which permitted.maximim use of friendly sire During the day the
weather was charactérized by high temperatures .ond wind gusts up
te 30 kmotse: '

ge. The indigenous personnel’ in the Cam Lo resettlement ayec

" appearcd %o be highly receptive %o Civil -Affoirs'although.the: £op-
“ulsted orens ore known.to be VC/WVA havens. There were two incim-
" dents of civiliong. volunterring infommntion which led to the dis-
covory ‘of cnor cachesy: - o

74 Mission .

ce Provide for the defens¢ and maintain security for Comp
Carroll. PREEEPE A s

b. Conduct Search and Destroy operations to include aggressive
small-unit doy ond night aetivities to locate and destrey enemy

. forces in the ADs "’ o e

ce e Q:je:pared to provide Sparrow Hauk,on 15 minute dgri?._.

d. Be' prepared to provide rough rider and road minecsweep
seourity on order. ' ‘

ee On order assume responsibility for security of Route 9. from
3d Battalion, 9th Marines boundzry ‘to 4th Marines/9th Marines
boundary. , ' : ‘

£, Instzll hand SID's along known enemy infiltration routes
in tke 4th Morines' AO., Operate the microtcle from Fill 37 (YD 089578).

8. Concept of Operation. The concept ot the commencement of the
Battalion's  porticipation in Operation Lancaster II was to defend
Camp Carroll with two rifle companicsy assign one compamny o provide
security. for Kne Gio Bridge (YD (26561) and Route 9 from YD 003565

to YD 060569; and to employ one company to conduct search and destroy
operations, primarily in the Cua Velley, o o .

. 'This ooncept was altered upon the reccipt of-the rhssion to
provide security ot "Mikes' H11GP074573) and Hill 37 (YD 089578)
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.end o provide security along Route 9 from YD 060569 to YD 089575,

‘The concept.of operaticn for the employment of the twc road
security companies was to conduct aggressive patrol ond ambush
operations:and to oceupy = minimum of static positionge.

When Company.F was - hopped to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines for
security at Thon Sbnv"‘Lam 985552) -the forces. of Camp Corroll
were: reduced to one rifle compg.ny. I'chimm,.usevwas then made of
resident supporting forces to-2ssist in the.defense of Camp-
Carroll..

9. Execution. Upon:arrivel ot-CGamp Carroll on 18 April, the
commencement of -the Battalion's porticipetion in Operation Lan-
_caster IT, Compqpcs E and P were assigned to the .defense of
Camp Carroll. Companies G &nd H 1n1t1a.lly occupied a.billeting .
area within the comp itself,

On 20 Annl‘, Compeny G wos assigned to provide security for
Khe Gio Bridge cnd Route .9 from YD 003565 to YD 060569. At dark—
negs on the night of 23 Apnl, Company H commenced what was to be
& three doy search ond dostroy ‘operation in the CUA" VALIEY. .
“After two nights and one day . in- the field,  the compony wos diverts-
ced to Hill 37 and relieved Compony B, 24 Bat‘t‘_.ll")n, 9th Marines
of responsibility for security of Rou'be 9" fgonm YD ‘060569 to
YD 089578,

The two companies assigned security for Route 9 -occupied'."Kiho
Gic Bridge, the bridge at YD 042565, Mikes Hill and Hill 37.
The concept was to maintein as few stabic positions as possible -

while conducting nggressive patrol and saturstion ambush operations. .

Eoch Company estcoblished e sw:.ng ‘platoon. - The swing platoons -

cperated th mubhou.t the company's zone of action conducting ‘search - |

end destroy/clecring patrols and ambushes, In conjunction with
these activities the forces assigned to static positions conducted
plotoon mimus ond squad size patrols and reinforced smucad ambushes.

On 26 April 68 the 4th Marines Soout Spipers attached to
Compony EH. found 55 bodies ot YD 089577. All bodies appeared to
‘howre gunshot woundss

4 Compony H patrol, on 28 April, discovered parts of approx-
imotely 10 to 15 bedies ot YD 0725",75.

On 30 4pril Compony F wes: cnopped to 3d Battilion, 9th Morines
.for the defense of Thon Son Lam (XD 985552) .Compeny F remained

under the onorh tional control of 3d Battalion, 9th Morines until -
the end of f$he Battalion's participation in Opercation Lancaster I1I,
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The Battolicn enforecd the GO, 4th Marines'! Policy regarding
vehicular traffic along Route @, Only scheduled convoys or convoys
with at least two vehicles, an FO und FAC, znd proper security were
cdlowed to trovel clong Route 9. %wo checkpoints were established,
one ot the Khe Gio Bridge and the other at the southern base of dill
37. Unacuthorized vchicles were stoppeds reported to 4th Morines COC
and then turned back.

On 10 ey the minesweep sweeping Route 9 ecst from Hill 37 to
Cem Lo Village was. guided to a road aulvert containing approxdmately
-125 1bs of -explosives by o small VH boy. The explosives were removed
. and destreyed cnd the VN boy was rewarded with 1350 Piasters by the
"Battolion S-2. _
Also on the same.doys o patrol from Compony H found 12 82rm morior
rounds. with fuzeg, = US field protective mosk, one bottle of albumin,
serurm and cn introvenous kit. The cache was disclosed:to the patrol
by o smell VH boy who immedictely ron awoye. . '

On 15 Moy the Battalion was assiened the task-of recommending
arczes for installation of hand SID's and o mierotale.. 4 plan was
submitted to and approved by the Regimental Commander to place the
hand SID'z in three or four o 208 -along.o kmown enemy infiltration
routcs necr YD 098597, YD 105598 and YD 115565. : Hill 37 was choseR
os the locotion for the microtclee The first arec-to be seeded was
north of THOF QUAT XA ot.¥D 099598. On 18 Moy o Company H patrol
crossed the Cam Lo River to emploce .the SID's, ' During this oattempt,
however, it wos discovered that the-microtale. did _not;-.réce-ive +he
signal. Wnile north of the river the patrol was attacked by 82mm mortar
and. sniper- .{ire,. A sccond patrol wes conducted the night of 20
Moye Agein the microtole .would not received the SID's signnl. 4s
‘the.potrol was returning it engoged severcl NVA, killed two and then
withdrew acress the wiver to the platoons! supporting position.

© . Company . was alerted at 221100H Moy to be preparcd for deploy-~.
ment to Con “aien.. The move was commenced at 1500 and Compeny H. ,
wzs chopped to 3d Moddv ot 221900H. - Company E' then assumed respon- -
sibility for the sccurity of Route -9 in the Battalionfs £0. One
ristoon from Compuny F wag retarned- from Thon Som Lom to the Battal-
ion's control on the :same date to provide andditionnl forces within
the Battalion's AO, v

On 25 My, Compony B, 1st Battalion, 4th Marines arrived by
motor convoy at Camp Carroll and was. chopped to the Battalion.
Company G, utilizing the vehicles thot brought in Compony B, wes
transported to C=2 ”L(YD 155644) and chopped .to the 9tk Morines, The
following doy Compony F was helilifted from both Camp Crcroll cnd
‘Thon Son Lam to 4=3 (1’])*17372;0)@41(1‘ wos chopped to.the 9th Marines.
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On 27 Moy the remninder of the Bﬂtt iion, including H&S Compony
cnd Company E, moved by moter cenvey to Con Thien and was chopmed to
e 9th }n;.rlnes at 1500,
10. Results

Qo Triendly
( 1) KIia

~

(2) WIA (medevac») 1

o

(3) WIA (minor) 27

(4) Dow 0
b, Enemy '
(1) xxa(c) 76

_ (2) Motericl Captured or Destroyed: 125 lbs of TNT destroyed,
12 82ma morbor rournds ond o smeld cmount of enemy 782 geor.

11, Admimisitrative Motters

Se  Supply

(l) A1 resupply for the Bottelion forward positicns at
Ehe Gic Bridee cnd Hill 37 vrc,s,_d»lz.vcrcd. by vehicle from Camp Carroll.

(2) Sufficlent smmmition wes on positicn et the Fhe Gio
Bxidge and HiLY 37 to provide ample Class V backup.

(3) Units opercting away from Camp Carroll cmé both forward
beges did not voguire resupply in the field.

o Yuirtensnee. Orgonie foeilities for 24 echelon repoir of
s, vehizles. and comrunicotions equipment werrs Locoted ot Comp
L1 which mru Sed expeditiovs repoir when the ncecssary ports
ne L “al:u,lc,.,

¢s Treotment of Cosualties, Evacuztion and Hoc.nl ‘nlization
(1) A Bottelion Aid Stotion with excellent facilitics wos
ocutcd ot Comp Corroll, The focilities were utilimed by cosuclties
uctained a4 or in close proximity to JSamp Corroll.
(2) A1l casualtics sustoined during searcla aond destroy

operations were evacucted by helicopter to Co D, 3d Medical Battalicn
at Dong Ho,
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@e - Tronsportotion

(1) Organic wvehicles were utilized- for command cnd eontrol,
reconnaissance, crd inter unit resupply.

(2);‘9tthofor7Transport Battalion provided truck support
- for exterior resupply, trcsh collection and other requircments

. €4 Communicntion-

(1) Covercd Circuit. A covered cirenit was not necessc
at Comp Carrcll due to the proximity of the Bottolicn CP to the
Regimentnl CP,

(2) Wire, Wire wag cxbensively employed ‘within: the Battalion
. Cormand Post ond to.the companics on the perimeter,® In cnddition to- .
~ .the switchbosrds cmployed within: the Battalion CPy dne SB=22 was in-—
_stalled ot ecch company CP position at Comp Carrolle-

(3) Dyemorker equipment. 1 AN/PPSi5, 2 AN/PPS~6s and 2 HODs
~were employed by the Battalion. Battery chnrging ond technicol ossiste
-ence for the equipment was provided: by the Battclion and Regimental

rodar technicons.

f. Mediczal Evpluction. During Operntion Lancaster II the BAS
wes locoted of Camp Coarroll. The BAS muintoined medical support for o
our units in the field by maintaining o word and clinical lob -for both
in-potient and out-potient. carce A smpll reor BAS wns maintoined
and- the majority of mediezl supplies were locoted ot Quong Tri. There
were no major problems in the resupply of mediccl material to the- BAS
~at Camp Cazrroll. There were no signifiesmt médical hrends..
" 12. Soeeizl Eouinment and  Techniques

e e . L o e b
. ™ U
s Sguipnment

(1) Microtale., A representotive from the Division G-3
seetion worked with the Bottolion to assist in instslletion and use
of hond SID's and +the microtcole vwhen the Battalion wes assigned the
tokk of employing these clectronic devieces, .Two separate.attempts
were mnde to place the hand SID's opproximately 2200m from the micro-
tele. The microtole wes not.able to deteot the hond SID signal be-
yond severcl hundred meters. All devices were turned in for examinction
and rengire

13. CUcommonder's Anolysis. The Battolion's participation in Operat—
ion Lonecoster II consisted primarily of the conduet of defensive and
security fype operations. While tvwo coupanies were assigned to the
defense of Camp Corroll, cmphosis wos placed on improving fighting
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pOSLtlonS, clear*ng fields of fire ond improving artificial obstacles.
Work progrossed rupidly at first but zlowed when one compony wos
chopped to 3d Battolion, 9th Maorines, reducing the forces zveilcble
for the defense of Camp Carroll- to cnz rifle compeny and resident sup-
porting forces., Providing for the scourity of Route 9 wos the Bottal-
ion's other mojor missfon. It was my intention to tie down as few
forces ‘o5 possible ot stotio -defensive positions, ond to remain os
flexible, mobile and aggressive os possible, Thus the concept, mentioned

-above, of utilizing one swing platoon from each company:and the con-

duct of moxirum patrolling-onéd ambushing operations wes-employed. It

is impossible *tc determine the degree of success of this conccpt in
detering encmy intecrdiction of the LOC., However, there were no maja
incidents nlong Route 9 in the Battalion's AO during the period 18 #pril

“to 27 Moy,

4. Recommendations

as That forces commitbted to the .tosk of providing -security for- -
a major OC conduct multiple patrol and cmbush operctions. ond main-
tain o few static positions cs'is practible,

b, Thut resident. supporting units be utilized tothe™ nosiman Q%§Gnt
possible to provide-security for: fixcd bases. in, order to free infon
units for field operations.

cs That cdequate engineer.equaipmenty buildozers, . front .end londers,

gnd back holers, be: provided to elehr ond nglnt‘ln,fields,ofﬁfire and
to irprove «nd th“bllltwuL defensive. positions,..

= 7

r. J. HEATH
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From Cmpding Officor, Sccomd Bottolion, 26th Matines

Actions Bottolion, 2

PaAG OP 3 Cor

6th Marines

ompny B with ong plitom of Compuny B, eoonpy and

dofend Dyemckor ~osition A-5 (TD173722)5 ¢ rpeny & oceupy end defend Dyomoker
pooition €2 (¥9134644); Conpany H with ono platoon of Compony U osoupy and

dofend Dyomelo: ponition
position at Yankoo Stuti

=g (YD115700) ot Con Thieny diommtlo the dofenaive
on (TD117699); oo plotoon £rom Compeny E scoupy

ond dofond woter point ot YD129658,

OFFIOIALs

gt

G» Fo KURTI
Mojor UsiiC
33

e e TR

F, Jo AT

2 ,.: e “"SJ i By Eﬂm %‘ !" .E‘ ; A g
e t‘ ﬁ‘ b W y b ¥4 .ﬁ
! T; E t.‘;“i"“ [\" ‘ t ¥ ’ ‘é H L
\. "‘ { L ] R B M o V@u (L ]

DECLASSIFIED




