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PART T

COMMANDER

S

DESIGNATL@LM@&'ASSHF HE@ GANIZATIONAL DATA

Battalion Landing Tesm 2/26 "7 LtCol SPARKS
2nd Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment - LtCol SPARKS

SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Co 1stLt SIVULICH
E Co istlt MILLER
F Go Capt STOLZ

G Co | Capt SEAL
Heo Capt FARMER

ATTACHED UNITS

Btry "B", 1stBn, 13thMar Capt FRANZEN
Mort Btry, !stBn, 12thMar 151t Saunders

1stPIt (Rein), Co "A¥", 5th ATBn SSgt HOOXANC
- - SSgt DUEANAS

GySgt MOSQUEDA
'istLt BARTEE

1stP1t (Rein), Co "A®, 5th AmTracBn

18t Gleéring P1t{Rein), Co "D" 5th MedBn Lt{USN) HARP
2nd Pt (Rein), Co "G", 3rd MTBn 15tLt LAMDIN
2rd P1t (Rein), Co *C%, 3rd EngrBn 2ndLt MG PHERSON
3rd Pit (Rein), Co "A", 5th TkBn 2ndlt JENNINGS
Det, HQ, 26thMar (Radio Relay) 1st1t BAIRD
Det, Comm Sup Co, 9th MAB (Radic Relay) 1stLt BAIRD

Det, HQBn, 2rdMarDiv (MP's) Pfc BAXTER
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Det, HQBn, 3rdMarDiv (Photo)

.

2ndIt FITZGERALD
istLt LOVELACE

Not in activation

Shore Party P1t (Rein), H&S Co, 3rd SPBn istLt O'NEILL

Det, 15th Dental Co, 9th MAB
1Sy, BIT 2/26

Naval Gunfire Liaison Team

IOCATION

BLT Rear

BLT CP's
1-5 Jan -
6-12 Jan

13524 Jan

26=31 Jan

STAFF OFFICERS.

 Executive Officer

adjutant.
Peréonnel Officer
S=1

5-2

5-3

S~k

5=5

14(USN) GABUS
istIt BURNS

istLt FRAIL
It(JG) CASSIDY

'USS CKINAWA (IPH=3)
1/26 CP

Vieinity BT 167491

USS CKINAWA (IPH=3)

1=31
1-31

1-31
1-31

27-31

1-31

1-25

25=31

Vigigity AT 7388 (B2 138)

USS OKINAWA (TPH-3)"

Vigipity AT 9557

Maj J.D. LyNCH
§stIt JeA. MC ELROY
1stLt J.D. DEPIETRO

" istLt J.A. MC ELROY
SSgt H.Eo ROLAND

Maj D.H. CLARK

Capt G. EEST
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. . PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

January began with the BLT still operating on VALIANT HUNT, This
operation ended for the BLT on 05Jan (See After Action Report - VALIANT
HUNT in part IV).

All units reembarked on 05Jan for limited rehabilitation and training.
Staff 0fficers began preparatlon and planning for the next operation, BOLD
MARINER.

- At O700H, on 13Jan, the BIT commenced Operation BOLD MARINER (See Op
Ord 120A-69 in part IV). Companies F;G, and H, 10émm RR Platoon, 8imm
Mortar Platoon and Headquarters personnel with the Alpha Command Group
were landed by helicopters to establish cordon positions, Company E
conducteéd an amphibious landing across Blue Beach with the mission of -
tying in the cordon with the beach, and to provide secu:m.ty for the Fire

_Support Base at Blue Beach., Tanks and ONTOS were phased in for added

security. Shore Party Pla,toon established the Beach Support Areas

After security was established at Blue Beach; 4.2" Mortar Battery and
an Army 105mm How Rattery were inserted.

The cordon was bounded on the east by the ocean, the nerth by Company

‘H, the West E,F; and G Companies. Extending south from BLT 2/26 was BLT

3/26, Army and ARVN units,

Civilians were given instructions to come to the Marines' lines,

They were then relocated to Collection Points where I.T.T., C.I.T., a.nd '

National Police Field Forces provided shelters and conducted their: .
mterrogatlonsa Cnce the civilians were removed the corden began to
tighten; searching and clearing as the units moved up.

While cloSing the cordon numercus enduy contacts were made. Several
extensive tunnel complexes were found, and many documents and other
intelligence material located,

[xt P

The operation ended for BLT 2/26 when it was phased out on 2iJan.

The BLT reembarked on the 24ith, and disembarked on the 25th to Namo

-
Beach for staging purposes and preparation for Operation LINN RIVER which »

was scheduled to begin on the 27th,

L}
S

Companies E, F(-), and G(-) were trucked tc 1stMarDiv LZ, #3410, at -wiwe

0800H, 27Jan; From there they were scheduled to be heliliftied to :
Operation LINN RIVER. The remaining units, including elements of H and
G Companies, were scheduled to be helilifted from Namo Beach at 1300H

directly to the operation area. > |
\ 'UWGWSS\F\EB o

S
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An attempt to lift the first elements from Namo Beach failed. The
dust created by the beach sand downed all helos. The operation was delayed
until the 28th to allow the units to relocate to the Paddock where an
adequate LZ was availableo

At 0800H, 28Jan, the first elements of BLT 2/26 were lifted from Red
Beach to the operational aiéa. Because of sniper fire, and mechanical
problems, the mumber of helicopters for the 1ift was reduced from 8 to 3.
Four replacement helicopters were made available, and the 1ift was completed
at 1530H,

Companies E, F and G met sporadic enemy resistance with Company G
encountering mitually supporting bunkers, The bunkers held up Company G's
progress until such time as 1/7 was able to assist them by employing tanks.
The cordon was established completely at 1830H, bounded on the East by 1/7,
the North by Company F, the West by Company E, and the South by Company G,
with Company H in a reserve position approximately 600 meters West of B
Company .

Constant enemy probes and sniper fire harassed the BLT throughout the
operation, On the th, Company H was inserted inside the cordon to search
and clear the Southern sectar of the cordon. Company H met sporadic enemy
resistance, but effectively executed their mission on the 31st.

At 2400H. 31Jan, BLT 2/26 was still conducting Operation LINN RIVER.

6 Enclosure (1)
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1. MISSIONS/QPERATIONS
ae Major Opersticns
(1) 1 = 5 Jamuary 1969

{a) VALIANT HUNT {Continustion from December. See After A@t:.on ’
Report, Operation VALIANT HUNT in PAR].‘ Iv)

(b) Quang Tin and Quang Nam Provinces, Da, Nang area.

(2) 13 = 2 January 19§

‘ - {s) BOLD MARINER (See Operation Order 120A-69 in PART IV).

(b) Quang Binh Son

(3) 28 = 31 January 194
(a) LINN RIVER
(b) Quang Nem Province

be Gmmandﬂelai'am& .

(1) During the period 1 = 2 January, the BLT was under the operational
control of SLF = ALFA.

{2) During the period 25 - 31 January, the ELT was under the operational
.' ' control. of 7th Marines.

co Combat Missions A,sa:.ﬁ
~ (1) VALIANT HUNT

(a) 1 =5 January
{1) Establish a cordon around the objective area.
(2) Assist in population screening and searches for enemy caches.

(3) Conduct patrols and ambushes as necessary to proteet the
intégrity of the cordon.

(2) BOLD MARINER
o (a) 13 = 2 January S
7 Enclosure (1) _
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(1) Establish s corden around the objective areas e
(2) Establish a collsction point for PON'S and detainees.

(3) Conduct detailed search, clear and destroy operations in
area of cordon.

(3) LINN RIVER
{a) 28 - 31 January

(1) Conduct a corden and search operation to fix and destroy
ensny £@r@§so ' ' ’

(2) Interdict enemy movements.
(3) Deny enemy Staging areas.

(L) Capture enemy equipment, weapons and infrastructure
personnel. i

d, Command Conbrol

(1) During the period 1 = 5 Jamuary, the BLT CP was located ashore with
all the companies. The rear was aboard the USS OKINAWA (LPH=3), and
contact was maintained by TAG/LOG radio nets,

(2) Between 6 - 12 Jarmary, all units were aboard ARG shipping with the
. BT HQ gboard IPH=3,

{(3) During ¥3 = 2% Jaruary, the HQ Cammgnd Group was again ashore with
the companies, and maintained commnications with the TAC/LOG radio
nets, . '

(4) Between 24 ~ 25 Jamiary, all units were gboard ARG shipping with the
" BLT HQ aboard TPH-3. o |

(5) Between 25 -~ 31 January, the HQ Command Group was ashore with the
companies, and maintained eommunications with the TAC/LOG radio nets.
‘The BLT Rear was located at 1/26 CP during this period,

es Qrganic Qperations

(1) During the period, the BLT conducted 155 IP'83 9 CP'Sg 92 ambushess.
and 132 patrols, ‘ ‘ . .

fo NBC Warfare
During the period there were no NBC type devices used by or against the HLT,

8 ' Enclosure (1)
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2, INTEILIGE\T CE .

do

Enemy Situation . .

(1) At the beginning of the reporting period BLT 2/26 was in the final
stages of Operation VALIANT HUNT. This operation was conducted within
the known operating area of the Q80 and the Q81 LF Companies, with a
combined strength of 150 men., Engagements: with the enemy within the AO
was limited to sniper fire and small groups of VC who attempted to slip
through the cordon. During the extraction of BLT 2/26 enemy forces in
and around the AO engaged the hellcopters on 31 occasions with small
arms and .automatic weapons.

' (2) Operation BOID MARINER

(2) This @peration commenced on 13 January in an area aroungd- W
Peninsula {BS778L). This particular area was generally accepted as
being a VC stronghold. Enemy units which were known to be in and/or
around the AO were the 38th VC LF Battalion, the 48th VC LF Battalion
and the 95th LF Sapper Company. In addition, it was estimated that,
there were approximately 200=300 local guerrilla® who wers pm.mamly
local ha,m‘let security forces.

(b) Bnemy units actually engaged by BLT 2/26 were never identified,
however, PW's and Chieu Hoi identified the 38thBn, the 48thBn and
the 95th Sapper Company as being in adjacent areas to the BLT 2/26
AD, One dstainee apprehended in the first days of BOLD MARINER
stated that the VC warned the villagers of a perding allied operation

- on 10 Jamuary. This information plus information provided by numerous -

other detainees indicated that the VC units (the 48th and 38thBns)
moved away from the coastal area in g south-southwest direction 4«5
days prier to the landings. Engagements with enemy units were limited
to small gells as they attanpted to leave the cordon area, Hotel
Campany did on one ocecasion engage an estimgted 30 armed enemy as they
attempted to leave the cordon ab approximately 2000H on 19 Janmary,
‘Although a specific enemy unit was not identified, captured documents
indicated that it was a 57mmiRR unit, These documents along with a
captured enemy map were evacuated to higher headquarters for further
exploitation, however, BIT 2/26 has received no official "readback™

(¢) It became apparenmt that no large enemy unit was located within
the BLT 2/26 AO, however, local VC guerrillas, members of the local
Viet Cong Infrastucture {VCI) and civilians used extensive tunnel

" systems for protection and eoneealmento The tunnel systems uere
located under willages and in wground, which was just above sea
level, e.go, 040 meters,

4D
9 ‘Bnclosure (1)
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{3 ) At the end of the reporting period, BLT 2/% was operating in and

b,

Co

around DAI IOC District on Opération Linn River, Enemy units that were
known to be in apd/or around the operating area were the V25 and R20

MF Bns, and the DATI LOC LF Company, however, no enemy units were identi-
fiedo Enemy activity was restricted to small sca.le sniper attacks by small
groups of V¢ operating in 2@3 man cells,

.,m\_j

(1) !The enemy activity during the reporting period consisted of sniper
atbacks, attempts & breaking cordons and a limited amount of Surprise
Firing Devices {SFD) were encountered, At nd time during the reporting
period did BLT 2/26 engage an enemy force of appreciable size.

Enemy Losses g ANT g)LD MARINER LINN RIVER¥
(1) Casualties
NVA KIA 7 0 15
VC KIA 27 42 0
(2) GCaptured VG WA |
POW's 5 11 3
CHIFU HOI K| 1 0
DETATNEES 3431 1435 . 0o
VC INFRASTRUCTURE (VCI) 10 1k 0
VC CIVIL DEFENDENTS 25 92l 0
vcs 8 o - - . 0
DOUBTFUL CASE 0 37 ' 0

# At the end of the reporting period Operation LINN RIVER was still
being conducted; hence figures are as of 31Jané9, ,

(3) Bquipment Captured

1 = Cale 038 Pistol
1 = Browning Autamatic Rifle
3 = UoSe M=1 Carbines .
3 = U.So Garand Rifles
3 = SKS Carbines
8 = AK-47 (Soviet Medel)
1 = AK=hT {Czech Model)
§ = Mozin-Nagant Carbine
12 = M=26 Grenades
19 = CHICCM Grenades
2 = 155 Rounds
1 = 106 RR Round

10 " Enclosure (1)
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1 = 57 RR Ropnd
19 = 82mm Mortar Rounds
28 = 60mm Mortar Rounds
17 = EPG Rounds
2 = Claymore Mines .
2 = ¥-79 Roupds ' >
19 = AK=47 Magazines. -
g = BAR Magazines -
5 = Qarbine Magazines .-
" {1 = Bayonet
5 = Sewing Machines
3 = Commnist Flags
2 = Cartridge Belts
155 Pounds Medical Supplies
" 17,910 Pounds of Rice
100 Pounds of Assorted Documents

d. Enemy Trends., It was noted that the local civilians located within the

~ BOLD MARINER AO would hide with the VC and NVA in tunnel networks. These
tunnel networks for the most part could contain well in excess of 100 people.
The VG/NVAS'MOuing that the Marines would concentrate-their assaults on the
high ground, hid in the extensive tumnel systems -which were located on the
lower ground. Once the cordon c¢ollapsed and the Marine units advanced over
and beyond the tunnels, the enemy forces were then free to leave the tunnels
and move well away from the operating area.

@ Weather Conditions. During the reporting period, weather remained
" favorable for friendly offensive operations. Helicopter and fixed wing
aircraft were afforded outstanding flying conditions. ' '
3o

. 01 Jan An element of Company G, while on an ambush site at BT 159482, received
& M=79 round resulting in 1 USMC WIAE.

01 Jan A patrol from the BLT G.P., ab BT 176497, spotted 3 individuals, dr
in black, retreating from them. The patrol tock them under fire with
negative results,

01 Jan Company H, at BT 139504, was hit by a command detonated SFD resulting
~ in { UMC WIAE. They commenced a thorough search of the area, While
conducting the search another SFD, atbached to a gate, was detonated
resulting in 1 USMC WIAE, 1 PRU WIAE and 3 PRU KIA®s. They contimed
the search. At BT 143508, Company H, while searching hooches set fire
to several haystacks, After four exploded the patrol was pulled back,
 and artillery and 8imm mortar missions were called in on the area.
Campany H, at BT 146496, while moving to an ambush site spotted four
people movwing away from them, and opened fire with small ayms; results

. } unknown.
a4y Enclosure ! 1 !
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01 Jan

01 Jan

At BT 169494, Company F sighted movement in the river near scms
fishing nebsé, and fired five M~79 rounds with negative resulis.

BLT units, during this twenty=four hour period, found two tunnels,
ene of which contained 100 kilos of rice, and destroyed both of them.

~ The rice was evaced. A cave was discovered, containing clothing and

2 Jan
02 Jan

02 Jan

03 Jan

03 Jan

03 Jan

04 Jan

04 Jan

5 rounds of 45 cale. ammos And 10 women, 7 teenagers, and 7 men were
screened, then debtained, :

Gompany H, at BT 136504, detonated a SFD resulting in 3 UMC WIAE.

At BT 16849, Company F found a tunker, with tunnel complex, con=
taining 3 VC¢s, medical supplies, documents, and a transistor radio.
The POW's were delivered te the collection point, and the gear was
turned over to S=2.

In add.:.mm to the gbove, BIT units found 2 burkers, a large metal
cylinder, {750 pounds of xice, toilet items, medicine; food, 24
BA=30 ha,ttemesg a W I.D. card, clothing, Jamp wicks, 2 fishing nets
and 12 gallons of fuel oil.

Company F, at BT 182483, upon hearing movement in a bunker ordered the
oceupant to come ocut. The individual was an aged VN female. A M=26
was thrown into the unker, and the woman was told to reenter and
remain in the bunker. At BT 182488, an element of Company F, in the
process of sebting up an ambush site, accidently tripped a flare which
caused a claymore to detanate. There were no casualties, and the
ambush site was relocated,

At BT 144485, Company B receiwed small arms fire from their south,
Pursuit revealed 4 perople retreatlng toward the river, and accurate
fire from Company H resulted in 1 VC KIA and 1 VC POW. The POW was
subsequently killed in a poorly executed attempt at escape.

Equipment' picked up by BLT units included numerocus bunkers, i SKS
rifle, 900 pounds of rice, various documents, clothing, a VN I.D.
card; medical gear, 30 cement crocks, a bandoleer of full M-1é R:Lfle
mgazines, and a sewing machine,

Compzny H, at BT 145501, discovered a bunker occupied by two VCis who
refused an offer to surrender, A M=26 resulted in two VC KIA. -
Further search of the area revealed another banker, and the very same
circumstances. Result: 2 VC KIA. At BT 145488, a patrol sighted 2
VC on a trail. Upen spotting the patrol the VC attempted to flee,
but were apprehended and became POWS3,

During this twenty-four hour period, BLT units wncovered several caches

of SFD mgnufacturing material, a good:ly amount of explosive cordnance,
numercus bunkers and 250 pounds of rice.

12 Enclosure (1)
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95 Jan
13 Jan
43 Jan

-13 Jan

i3 Jan

‘14 Jan

14 Jan

14 Jan

14 Jan

BLT 2/26 secured Operatian VALIANT HUNT.
BLT 2/26 and attachments commenced Operation BOLD MARINER.

Company H, at BS 706895, while security for a downed helicopter,
received deadly accurate sniper fire resulting in 1 USMC KIA. Return
fire silenced the sniper's shooting. Fram BS 715892, Company H
received small arms fire and 2 grenades into their position., They
returned fire with small arms and M-26!s; results negative., Iater
they again received small arms fire and 2 grenades. Returned fire
with the same weaponss resu.lts unknownie

In the vicinity of BS 720871, Campany G, checked an area where a
detainee hsd reperted 90 VO were hiding in a tunnel, A small tunnel,
containing a VN male, was found, The suspect was detained, and the
tunnel destroyed. Company G lines were probed from both inside and
outside the eordon, and the company opened fire with small arms, M=2608,
81mm mortar mission and artillery. Moans were heard from the area of .
BS 714887, and Gompa,x;y G contimed H&I with small arms, Hw26ﬂs, 81mm,
and artys

BLT units found, during the course of this reported date, several
tunnels, twenty spider holes, a cave and 600 pounds of mixed corn and
rice,

Company F, at BS 7712887, engaged 1 VC, running away from them; with =
M=i6'8 and a claymore. A check of the area revealed nothing. At.BS
7‘8287@9(3@:@3,113 F, spotied 1 VC ranmng away from them, and when their
attempt to apprehend him failed, they opened fire resulting 1n i VC KIB.o ‘

At BS 714877, Campany G, bea.ng probed, opened fire with sma.ll i!ms

and M-26%s resulting in moaning., The area was kept under fire, and a

check at first licht revealed {1 VC KIA and equipment., At BS 715892, _
Company G, while being probed, received { USMC WIAE fromM-26 when in -
the precess of conducting H&I to his direct front. Finding a tunnel

with spider hole entrance, Campany G began searching it when a VC

emerged, and became gn immediate KIA from M=16 fire,

At BS 716873, the I.T.T. Center, a sixteen year old VC managed to free
his hands, and attempted escape. He was chased, and in the ensuing
struggle of being forced to the ground, his heasd struck a sharp I"OCko
& valiant effort to save him failed, -
An element of Company H, at BS 7038989 received sniper fire from their
frant, and returned fire with smgll zrms and M--79, They sSearched area
with negative results, At BS 720895, while on an ambush site; Company
H apprehended two VN females., The noise they were making attracted a
VN male who enbtered the site, and was ordered to halt twice. Choosing
to ignore the warning, Company H opened fire resulting in 1 VC KIA..
The ambush was relocated. AT BS 721896, Company H had four VN males:
enter their ambush site, and opened fire on them. A check of the area
had negative results. An ambash site, at BS 722895, was hit by three
grenades while setting up, and received 1 USMC KIA, 9 USMC WIAB.

E .
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14 Jan

14 Jan

15 Jan

‘15 dJan

15 Jan

15 Jan

16 Jan

16 Jan

16 Jan

Company E, at BS 72490k, captured 1 VC female, AL BS 724902, a
Company E ambush, upen spott a V€ ordéred him to stop.” When he
absolutely refused, he was shot. An I.D. @a.rdg recovered, wWas
beliegved false,

During these past twenty-four hoursg BLT units discovered numerous
bunkers, various documents, one 38 cal. pistol with holster, a
cartrige belt, a xszhj.s.t,].e‘9 med:.@a,l gear, several®tunnels, two SFD!s, .
and 1200 powxls of rmeo _

Fos

bl

AL BS 712878, Company G, upon having a VC attempt to crash their lines,
opened firs resulting in 1 VC KIA. He had prior shrapnel wounds on
bis back, '

‘Gompany F, at BS 724903, captured an armed VC female. Her equipment

was:. 3 grenades, { mine, trip wire, and a blasting cap. She was:
deﬂ,ivaed to the collection point.

An element of Company H, at BS 705896, while on patrol was ambushed
from a tree line, and detonated a SFD., In their attempt to effect :

a medevac, 2 mors SFD's;, found in a *5% pattern, were detonated. . The
ratrol called an 8imm mortar mission, then accomplished the m,edevaco
Resultss 1 UMC KIA and 5 UMC WIAE,

In addition to the gear taken from the female POW, elements of the
BIT found a cave containing four VC gas masks and one BAR cleaning
rod; plus two 87mm rouwrds in a bunker-which they promptly destroyed,

At BS 712884, Company F i‘ound a cave, threw in a Mw269 and as the
smoke cleared a VN male, approximatley 60 years old came out and ..
surrendered, Caompany F, at BS 733890, observed twenty armed VC, and
called a mertar mission pn them. Results: 10 V6 KIA. A Fox Company
L:P., upon hearing mwanerr& in the hedgerow at BS 725886, cormenced
f;.re with small arms and M-2693, A search had negative results, At

BS 7288k, a I.P. from Company F heard movement, and opened fire with
small arms and M-26's, A search revealed {1 KIA, and 1 VN male and
two children. Believing them to be a recon team, they were delivered
to the collection point,

An element of Company G, sebt in on an ambush site at BS 723875, spotted
an individugl on their flank. They opened fire with small arms and
M=26's, tut a Search had negative results. Company G, having movement
to their rear opened fire wihh small arms and M=26's. & seaxrgh at
first light had negative results,

At BS 722892, Company H had movement to their rear., They immedistely
converged on the area with small arms fire and M-26's. A search

revealed four VC KIA,
14 Enclosure ”’
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In the course of this day's achivities BLT wnits fomd a tunnel
camplex alang a tremch line, one SFD, same old punji pits, @ne

' TA 312 radioc, 500 pounds of rice and 251 paunds of waXe

17 Jah

17 Jan

17 Jan

17 Jan

18 Jan

18 dJan

18 Jan

19 Jan

& company F L.P, at BS 725886, heard movement to their fromt, and
opened fire with small arms and M=-26's; results negative. At BS
725887, scme VN people, after being chajlmged by company F,
athempted to flee, The directing of highly accurate fire resulted
in 1 armgd VO KIA, Company F, at BS 720879, heard voices on their
flark, and threw M-26's with unknown results, Speotting a VN in fromb
of their lines, at BS 726888, Campany F opened fire which resulted in
1 V& KIA.

Having movement to thef_“g rear, at BS 722892, Company H called in a
mortar mission, fired smgll arms and threw M=26's, A search of the
area revealed 4 VC KIA. Searching tunkers, at BS 724894, Company H
captured 1 old VN male, 3 young females, 2 young VN males and & .
children, QOne armed VN female refused the offer to surrender, and
expired from M=% fragments.

At BS 743886, Company E recovered i VC KIA from s lake, Death
caused by shrapnel, An element of Company B, at BS 724924, while on
their way te their L.P. site spotted 1 VC, and immediately opened
fire, The body was heard to fall, and the L.P. site was relocated.

BLT units during this period found several tumnels, one BAR with one
magazine, three carbine magazines, a few hand grenades, several rnds
of smzll grms ammo, ome 57mmRR round, three SFD!s, a hand drawn map
of Nerth and South Viet Nam, various documents, several p:n.ctures s a
wallet, assorted clothing, and two caches of medicine. v

Campany H, at BS 730895, while conducting a sweep accldenba,lly det=
enated a SFD, urisd on a trail, and had § UMC WIAB.

At BS 726888, Company F observed an individual on a trail, and
dimedigtely @mpl@yed heavy accurate smsll arms fire, A quick search
revegled | armed VC KIA.

Units of the BLT uncovered s large military-type classrocm and mess-
hall, that is believed to be a C.P. or training site, several tunnels
MErous caves, various documents, a few Chi-Com grenades, some trip
wire, 2 punji pits, one SFD, and assorted clothing.

Campany G, at BS 737872, spotted three/four VC, and called in a 60mm .
mortar mission to their positiong results unknown. At BS 730875, an .
element of Company G cbserved three VC sneaking around some hooches in
a village, tock them wnder fire with heavy small arms fire, M~79,
60m: and 8fmm mortars; results unknowne A killer Team from Company G,
at BS 73287L, spotted ane VC departing a hooch with a small bundle,
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' A perfectly aimsd M-79 round struck him in the chest, but failed to
explode, The stricken individual slumped over and disa,ppearedo

Pursuit wes made by the K. Team, following a blood trail, but after
twenty minutes they r@umeﬂ to their lines; f£inal results unkn@bm‘o

19 Jan While canducting a sweep of the willage at BS 735892, an element of .
Gompany H aceidentally detonated a M=26 resulting in 1 USMC WIAE.

19 Jan At BS 725880, Company F received small arms fire from the entrance of
8 Ca¥e, Company F proceeded to check it out, At BS 725873, Coampany F
removed 102 VN from 3 tunnel complex, Appr@matelg fifty are male
of military age; the rest are old mep, women and children, Five V&
fired upon the Company, and the h.eavy accurate return fire resulted
in 5 VG ElA.. .

19 Jan During this peried BLT units found an extensive tunnel and bunker
. complex, two SFD'S, two M1 carbines, two M-1 Garrands, two Chi-Com
grenades and an ESEERYs amount of small arms gmmes

20 Jan An élement of Gm%ny H, while sitting in their ambush site at BS
734891, spotted approximately 30 armed and equipped VG, and sprang

the gmbush resulting in 5 VG KIA and an nn@t@zmn@d number of VO
WIA. A search of the gres netteds 1 Carbine, 9 M=16 magazines,
1 M=26, 1 Chi-Com, 2 packs and 2 Cartrige balts. A&t BS 735886,
Company H observed 15 V¢ moving south carrying wounded, and enga.ged -
them with small arms fire. A search of the ares had negative findings,
and g Gufnship mission was called,

D Jan The {stProvPlt, at BS 726869, while on patrol, spotted 2 VC. Ome of
~ the VC was armed, and the patrol employed small arms fire against .
themy results unknown.

B Jan During this reperted peried, BLT units found j dud 250 pound bomb,
. 1 dud 105me rownd, and some cld punji traps. -LiEGL

2% Jan Company G, at BS 724877, spobted a VN moving around a well, gave
_ challenges that were ignered, and openpd fire with small arms, Results
v 1 V¢ EIA. &% BS 731873, while checking the ares of last nightls actiom,
E found 1 WO XIf, The eguse of death was shrapmel wounds, Company G,
at BS 72977, had o priscner escape frop them into g tunnel. The POW
had been captured by 3/26, then taken to G Coampany for the purpose
of peinting oub a VO weapons cache and btunnel complex, After the POW
entered the tumnel he cut the restraining rope from around hig: neck,:.
and refused to exit, He was desbroyed along with the tumnel by the -
- engineers., Ab BS 723877, Company G observed a VC in the village. .
He was ordered to halt, btut refused, and was killed by small arms fire,
i AK=47 was captured. Company G, at BS 735875, spetting 4 VC moving
south, @all@d in & 4.2F morbar Jm.ssiono results unknown.

. 21 Jan mi‘@sg dming this repomed peried, found 15 fighting h@lesg and
a cave/tunnel complex. The complex believed to be used as living
quarters, were destroyed, and gll entrances and exits were sealed.
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22 Jan Cempany E, at BS 743886, discovered a wounded VN, 32 year old ‘
female, She had been stamd: bty mortar fragments, and was medevaced

by the company.

22 Jan At BS 720875, Comapny G received sniper fire which they silemced
with aecurate M=79 return fire, An element of G Company, conducting
a sweep at BS 713883, tripped g SFD that only partially exploded, and
suffered no czsualties. They later encountered 2 VC, one of which
was armed, and tock them under heawy small arms fire with negative ic.
results,

22 Jan Contiming the assigned mission BELT units found several tumnels, a
tunnel complex, 7 panji pits, 4 fighting holes, and the following
duds; a 250 1b bamby a 155mn artillery rmndg g 8imn mortar rnd., All
of the positions and ordnance, in addition to a previously reported
dud, were destroyed.

23 Jan An element of Company H, at 734893, while providing security for their
engineers, spotted a VN male off the ftxail. He had an object in his
hand, and was fired on by the security unit resulting in {1 VN detaines
WIAE. At BS 720890, Campany H beard and observed {0 VC approaching
down the trail, The VC point man was carrying grenades, and two others
were seen fo be armed. The Company opened fire, and are believed to
have hit ene, The VC moved off into hegwy barush, were pursued by
fire, and the company called for reinforcements,

23 Jan A patrol from Company F, at grids BS 721879, BS 721877 and BS 720875,
was hit by 9 rounds of M=79, and N={6 rifle fire., A &0mm mortar mission,
plus an air strike, were called., Search of the area revesaled 9 M=79,
ang 27 M-16, spent casings. AT BS 720877, a freshly vacated tunnel.

" was found, then destroyed,

23 Jan BLT units, on this last day of Operation BOLD MARINER, found several
large tunnel eomplexes, cne SKS Soviet Carbine, 2 VN I.D. cards, and
various documents.

2k Jan BLT Performed adm:husm’at, ve bzck-load,

25 Jan BLT administrative off=load.

26 Jan BLT Staged for commencing OPERATION LINN KIVER.

27 Jan Start of OPERATION LINN RIVER REVISED 28J20n69,.

28 Jan Campany F, at AT 9L6571, received sniper fire, tut eould not locate
the source and didn't returm fire.

© 28 Jan While inbound to the IZ at AT 948558, a Marine with Company E was
wounded in the left wrist, and ‘be@ame a routine medevac for the
following morming. Compun v B received ground fire of an unknown

caliber to other helicopters while inbound to the L. o
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28 Jan Ab 962567, Company G, while moving through the area met with heavy

28 Jan

29 Jan

29 Jan

29 Jan

R i S

enemy resistance. An estimgted 3-5 enewy were delivering accurate
fire from well cemeesled positions, Company G returned fire with
swell arms, M=79, M=-£0, L&AW's, M-26's and satebel charges; all
with li%ttle telling effect. Sevare casualties were inflicted, but
the Company was pinned down and couldnt get to them. Tanks were
called up, and their big .50 cal nathineguns allowed Golf to
destroy the enemy positions., The action resulted in 5 USMC KIA, &4
USMC WIAE; 3 NVA KIA and 3 AK=47 rifles captured. Continuing to
move to their position, Company G, at AT 960584, received deadly
sniper fire resulting in 4 USMC WIA, and the Company called an Air
Strike. ' o

In addition to the reported captured gear, BLT units on the first
day of this new operation found several bunkers, a 5 bunker complex,
19=82mm rounds, 19-60mm rounds, 55¢ AK=47 rounds, a large amount of
increments, 2 M26's, { Chi=Com gremade, a F.O. map and plot board,
medical supplies; 3 NVA canteens; various articles of clothing, and
a large amount of documents,

A VN male, wearing black pajamas, and carring rice and 2 demolition
charges; walked -right into Company E's ambush at AT 955564. A heavy
volume of fire from the Company resulted in 1 VC KIA. Ab AT 956564,
Company E; upon receiving 5 &K-47 rounds; gave answering fire with a
mortar mission. Company E observed 2 VN's attempting to flee; at
AT 955564, and killed them with small arms; result 2 NVA KIA. At AT
956568, Company E received sniper fire, but due to the tactical
sibuation, was unagble to reburn fire. Within 10 minutes, at the same
location, Company B again received sniper fire resulting in 1 USMC

WIAE. 4&n element of Company E, while probing at AT 9!-1-95693 found 2

VC KIA; death from shrapnel. At AT 958561, Company E received sniper
fire, and again answered with a mortar mission. An hour later,
while at the same position, sniper fire resulted in { USHC WIAE. In
the evening, still in the same position, sniper fire resulted in 1
USMC KIA.

At AT 942577, Company F sighted an estimated 10 VN' moving South,

and being unable to tell if they were armed, sent g patrol to intercept
them. They were children gathering parachutes. At AT 941576, Company

F spotted 4 VN adults. and sent their 0.P. to investigate. Company F,

at AT 949581, received sniper fire. They returned Fire with small arms
and called g fire mission; results unknown,

Campany H, at AT 955565, received sniper fire, and returned fire with
small arms, M=79 and a moPtar’ mission; results unknown. At AT 956568,
while moving into a tree line, Company H received sniper "fire, and
answered with an air strike. Company H, at AT 955567, apprehended 1
VG/NVA WIA, and held him for interrogation. At AT 951566, Company H,
wpon calling a Naval Gunfire fire mission, suffered 1 USMC WIA from

. Shrapnel.
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29 Jan

30 Jan

30 Jan

30 Jan

30 Jan

30 Jan

30 Jan

At AT 965568, Cempany G was hit by 2 rounds of 8imm WP and 4 rounds of
8imm HE friendly fire resulting in 5 USMC KIA and 8 USMC WIAE. At the
same grid, Company G received sniper fire, and retwrned fire with
unknown results. At AT 962567, Company G heard enemy movement, and
fired M=793 results unknown.

BLT units, on this reported day, found in excess 600 AK~47 rounds, 8
FPG rounds, 1 Chi-Com grenade, 150 AK belts, several NVA uniforms, 1
khaki shirt, 1 black shirt, 2 pair sandals, 2 canteens, 2 mess kits,
1 "E* tool, 6 pans, eating utensils, and 1 can of cooking oil.

Company H, at AT G60547, spotted 1 WN charging toward Company E's
lines, and notified them. At AT 956578, Company H, upon receiving
fire from a bunker, fired a LAAW and were rewarded with 1 VG Ghieu
Hoi and 1 AK=47. At AT 959564, Company H spotted 3 VO rumning West,
and took them under fire; results negative. At AT 958568, Company H
received fire from 4-5 enemy, tut their return fire had negative
results. On a LZ, at AT 963569, Company H found a body, male, 25-35

' years old, that was pgsgibly Chinese. 1 enemy KIA. At AT 951575,

Company H heard movement, and fired a 60mm mission; movement ceased.

At AT 958561, Company E received small arms and M=79 fire, and they

answered with a 60mn mission; results unknown. Company E, at AT
956564, received sniper fire resulting in i USMC WIA. The Marine
died within a matter of mimites becoming a KIA. Again, at AT 958561,
Company E received sniper fire, this time resulting in 1 USMC KIA.

At AT 954567, Company G took fire resulting in 1 USMC WIAE. At AT
963568, Company G recgived { suspected 60mm incoming round, and was
attempting to locate the source of fire when it was discovered to be
a LAAW from Company H. Company G, at AT 979565, spotted 10-15 NVA
heading East, and took them under fire with small arms; results were
unknown. A corpsman with Company G, at AT 963567, had an accidental
discharge while in the process of clearing his pistol. 1 USMC WIA
became a routine medevae. At AT 958563, Company G received sniper
fire, but due to the tactical situgtion was unable to return it.
Company G, at AT 957570, received a round of friendly arty resulting
in 1 UMC WIAB. At AT 962567, Company G received small arms fire,
and answered with M-79; results unknown.

Company F, at AT 941571, apprehended 5 children, but 2 adulis; who
were accompaning them, escaped. At AT 949581, Company F heard
movement, and threw a M26 with unimown results.

The BLT called an agir strike on a heavy bamboo thicket, containing
2 or more snipers; at AT 95856i. They later called a napalm run on
the Same area. Snipers, attached to Company G, fired but 2 rounds of
their .308 rifle, yet confirmed 1 NVA KIA at “'800 meters range. The
body wms not recovered. ‘

The units of the BLT, on this reported day, discovered a tunnel complex,
3 tunnels, 4 bunkers, 1 NVA weapon, 2 AKr47%s, 3 HPG rounds, 1 NVA pack,
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31 Jan

31 Jan

31 Jan

and 35 bags of rice,

The BLT, at .7 950550, called an air strike on some freshly dug
bunkers and trails; results unknown. BLT engineers, at AT 948573,
blew 80% of an cbstructing tree line with C-k.

At AT 960563, Company G found a tunnel containing 1 NVA body, age
25-30 years old, that appeared to have died from arty shrapnel.
Company G, at AT 967567, observed 3 NVA moving Southwest, and
called for arty and a F.0. Resultss 3 NVA KIA.

Besides the tumel prewvipusly reported, BLT units this day found 7
bunkers, 3 fighting holes, 760 AK-47 rounds, 150 .30 cal rounds; 25
9mm pistol rounds, 8-60mm rounds, 8-82m rounds, {=105mm round with
& C-4 booster, 1 M=79 round, 1 Chi=Com grenade, { blasting cap, 9

82m fuses, 2 wooden molds believed used for making Chi-Com grenades,

1 aK=L7 magazine, 2 homemade gas masks, 5 battle dressings, 1-82mn :
aiming stake, 1 Russian aiming circle, 1 Bussian battery, 10 pounds
of rice, numerocus NVA uniforms, a list of names, a notebook on 82mm
mortars, and a document gontaining a 1list of NVA transferred to the

K535 from the following units; K510B, K504, K502, K506 ard 82537

This docyment was dated 25 January 1969.

L. FIRE SUPPORT

Qe

B Bbry, ist Bn, 13th Mgrines (105mm)

(1) Missions fired for the period are as follows:

38 H&I's
6 HE destruction

(2) ©of the gbove,; 6 missions were observed.
(3) Total rounds expended are as follows:

335 HE
12 WP

W_Btry, 1stBn, 12th Marines (/.2")

(1) Missions fired fer the period are as follows:
8 HE destruction

(2) All missions observed. .

(3) Total rounds expended are a8 follows:

2 oo
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599 HE
7w

€. Naval Cun Fire Tegm
(1) Ships available for support:
(a) USS DAVIS (DD937) 01Jan-05Jan
(b) USS CORREY (DD817) 13Jan=14Jen
‘(¢) USS NEWPORT NEWS (CA148)  17Jan-22Jan
(2) The following missions were delivered:
(a) 5v/38
(1) ®I 228 1703 rounds expended

2 1T 2 30 rounds expended

(3) I1lum 1 26 rounds expended
(b} 8n/55

(1) Hex - 5 6 rourds expended

(3) The following missions were observed:
(a) 5%/38 11
(b) 8n/55 2
d. 8lmm Martar Plgtoon (Qr@;_ﬁ;%l

(1) Missions fired for the period are as follows:
L5 HE
28 Wp
{1 Tum
(2) All of the above missions were abserved.
(3) Total rounds expended are as follows:
2012 HE

162 WP
112 I lum

21,
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f.

General Su;gggrt

(1) India Btry, 3rd Bn, 11th Marines fired 2 observed missions,
expending 36 rounds HE and 2 rounds WP. They also fired 30 H&I, :
unobserved missions, expend:mg 240 rounds HE, - .

There were no significant events reported by any Fire Support unit. "

5. AIR SUPPORT

ao

b,

Ceo

Units
(1) BM 362
(2) 1st MAW
(3) 7th Air Force
Missions
(1) Resupply - Daily during Operations
(2) Cicse Air Support
(a) Missions ~ 36
(b) Ordnance - Napalm/20mm Aerial Cannon
(3) TPQfs - 3
(4) - Flare Support - Nightly during Operations
(5) Observation = Daily during Operatioms
(6) MED-EVAC ~ {55

Significant Events

(1) None reported during this peried.

»e%' 6. PERSONNEL

Ao

Combat losses

USMC USN
OFF ENL OFF ENL
WIA 1 62 0 2
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‘ KIA 1 19 0 1
MIA 0 0 0 0
b. Non-Combat losses
USMC USN
CFF- ENL OFF ENL
Killed 0 0 0 0
Injured 0 6 0 3
Go WIA's Returned to Duty
® 15
d. BR Trips
138 _
e. Personnel Rotabed (PCS)
131
f. Replacements Rece:‘i:ved
Officer = 14
-EﬂliSted =~ 37h
7. ADMINISTRATION

a. The BLT is composed of four (4) Rifle Companies, one (1) H&S Company

[

b.

Cs

and two (2) Batteries.

Each unit is capable of performing internal -

administration and each is assigned it's own reporting cede. While

at sea all Company and
Okimmwa .

Awards
Silver Star = one (1) -

Bronze Star - five (5)

Battery offices were located aboard the USs

Navy Commendation - cne (1)

VN Cross of Gallentry - twenty-nine (29)

Promoti ons

3 Enclosure (f)
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First Sergeant = one (1)
Gunnery Sergeant = one (1)
Sergeant ~ one (1)
Corperal = eighty-nine (89)
lance Carporal - one mundred seventy-seven (177)

Private First Class - twenty-four (24)

d. Significant Events
. (1) None reported during this period.
8. LOGISTICS

a. Supply/Resupply

(1) On the last part of Operation VALIANT HUNT, period 1 through 5
January 1969, resupply of Class I, IV and V was conducted from
the BSA, while Class II came from the USS CKINAWA (IPH-3). A1l
resupply from the B3A was by helicopter.

(2) Helicopter resupply from Chu Iai proved unsatisfactory because
of the requirement to move all detainees by hellcopter for. .
Operation BRED MARINER. The BSA was established using C]ass v
moved by boat . from the IKA where § days of ammunition had been
pre-staged., Other Class V items were requested from LSU-3 at .

‘ , Chu Iai where limison had been established, and moved by 10U
to the BSA. Resupply from the BSA was mainly by helicopter, .

: . but was backed up by Mule and AmTrac. )

(3) Operation LINN RIVER was supported with Class I and V from the -
LSA at Hill 55 while other supplies were trucked from the BLT
Rear to Hill 55 for subsequent transportation by helicopter.
During the Operation it was possible to resupply by truck from
the ISA which was the most desirable methed since our Shore
Party did not have to rely upon the availability of helicopters.

b. Food/Water

(1) Durlng this period the tactical elements subsisted on "C" Rations
Rplemented with fruits, juices, mjlk and ice cream, and one hot
meal about every fifth day when in the field., Water continued to
be a problem because of limited water containers. HNatural
sources were utilised when possible,
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® amms

b,

All new personnel, assigned to the BLT during this rep&‘x‘fbed period,

‘received a thorough indoctrination lecture prior to being sent to

the field.

114 CIVIC ACTION/PSYCHOLOGICAL WA RFARE

a. GCivic Action

" @ b,

(1) BILT 2/26 was actively engaged in mobile operations in January,

and consequently did not engage in any formal civic action
programs. Instead, emphasis was placed on disciplined conduct
of Marines when in ¢ivilian areas. Medical care was provided
to Vietmamese civilians who requested it on an as required
tasis,

Psychological Wariare

(1) The tremendous success of our "psyops" phase can be mainly

attributed to the use of portable speaking apparatus, and the
ubilization of cooperative local villagers as speakers, :
Through the use of a portable speaker it was possible to
broadcast anywhere and anytime. We were able to broadeast = .
into tunnels, which in one instance, resulted in 34 detainees.

‘Initial broadcasts instructing villagers to ccme to our lires:

had negligible from all the villages further than 500 metérs
from our lines, Thig information was derived when we began to
tighten the cordon tpwards the villages beyond the initial 500

meters. On one eccapion, prep=fires were about to beginona . - -

target, an A.0. 5pot»t4ed 10-12 villagers' doing dailyuchores
inside a village. To avoid unnecessary harm to these villagers.
and still continue the mission, portable speakers were employed
to reiterate our directions and warnings. Within 15 minutes,
143 detainees were epllected. Detainee interrogation indicated
that our initial breoadecasts were too far away to be tota,lly
understoods that even if understood, the aged and sick would
have .been phys:.cally unable to travel the distance, and that
very little cooperat:.on is received through the use of ta.ped,
broadeasts. ‘

12. COMMUNICATIONS

ae

(n

Radio

From 1=5 January, during Operation VALIANT HUNT Phase II, constant

communications were established and maintained between the BLT and

SLF, the rifle companies and supporting units. The Tactieal Air
Contreol Party contimied using UHF and VHF radio equipment in
support of the BLT.
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{(2) From 13=2, January, during Operation BOLD MARINER, consta&{
comunications were éstablished and maintained with C€IG 79,
SLF "a"; and SLF "B" using secure voice equipment, Radio
comminications were also established between the rifle
campanies and supporting units, The TACP contimued using
UHF and VHF radio-equipment in support of the BLT.

(3) From 27-31 January, during Operation LINMN RIVER, constant
radio commnication were established and maintained between
the 7th Marines and the BLT. Radio commmnications were
also estgblished between the rifle companies and supperting
units. The TACP maintained UHF and VHF Vcomn;zmi%tions in
support of the BLT. ' ,

® b. Radio Relay ,
(1) Radio Relay was not used during this reporting period.

However, classes were conducted by jRadio Relay chief on the
use and employment of the equipment’, ’

Co Wire

(1) From 1-5 January, during Operation VALIANT HUNT Phase II,
wire lines were idayed to the rifle companies and supporting
units., Wire lines were also layed to all sections within
the Command Post. All wire lines were terminated into a
switchboard in the CP.

(2) FProm 13-2} January, dyring Operation BOLD MARINER, the wire
section established wire lines in the same manner as 1-5Jan.

(3) Fram 27-31 Janvary, during Operation LINN RIVER, a wire was -
. ‘ . established between Campany F and the CP. Iocal wire lines -
within the CP, and supporting units; were also established, -

d. Hai ntenance[Sum;I

(1) The maintenance/supply section maintained a supporting
capability aboard the USS OKINAWA. One radio repairman was
with the forward CP to repair radics that went down. A
daily courier run-was established between the rear GP and
the forward CP for the purpose of delivering necessary radio
equipment; batteries and supplies.

e. Significant Events
(1) YXone reported during this peried.
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(1) On 15 Janvary 1969, HN Edwin G. ZOLLINGER, B&1 95 36 lost
his right foot from a mine blast. On 29 January 1969, HN
larry Fo HUNT, B31 47 93 was killed in action.

13, RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES
a. Persomel
(1) Chaplain assigned:s Lt Jerry A. ZANDSTRA, CHC, USNR
(2) Chaplain’s Assistant: ICpl Wayne ROBERTS ‘

be Services Conducted

Type | _ Number Attendance
Sunday Worship- Protestant 3 152
‘Sunday Mass= Catholic I i
Weekday Worship- Protestant 10 99
Weekday Mass- Catholic 3 174
Holy Commmnion- Protestant 2 55
Manarial Services 2 A7
New Yearts Day Service 1 41

c. Facilities
(1) Forecastle, hanger deck and mess decks on’ship.
(2) FIC Chapel and 7th Engineer Chapel i‘c;r Memarial Services.
(3) Any available spot in the field.

d. Significant Events

(1) Received usual amount of "goodies® for the troops., They
were distributed promptly to the various ¢ompanies and
unites of the BLT. Wrote Thank You notes to the donors on
behalf of the comwands
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(2)

(3)

(4)

Spent a good deal of time in visitation again this month.
Places visited included: ©Shipfs sickbay, NSA Hospital, 1st
MedBn, and the brig,

Assisted several men in arranging, and meking, prierity
status MARS calls, -

Attended Division Chaplain's meetings 3 times during the
menth . Division proved very helpful in meeting our
religious supplies requirements, and in suppling us with
reading materials for the troops in the field.
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From:

Tos

Subjs

Refs

Encl:

HEADQUARTERS
Battalion Landing Team 2/26 -
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMF
FPO San Francisco, 96602

15 February 1969

CO, BELT 2/26

CTF 79.

Operation BOLD MARINER -

(a)-

(b)

.

(1
(2
(3)-
(4) -
(5) -
(6) -

CTF 79 Message of 080358Z Janb9— i £V Bl a, 7 6 79-4//34:45@)
CIF 79 Message of 2202262 Janb9

Lessons Learned

Tunnel System

Tunnel System

Tunnel System

Tunnel System
Tactics/PsyOps Buployed

1e:In adcordance with references (a) and (b), the enclosed is submitted.

pit ot

Lieutenant Colonel
Gomma.nd:mg
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LESSONS LEARNED
OFERATION BOLD MARIMNER

1o Operstion BOLD MARINER hae provided valwatle wniwsariin o b tulisl
systems used by the ¥isb Qg fizess iu the ersa nompih amd mosthiest o8
BATANGAN Pendngulae

2, Moservaticne conss s ing the sureemding termain 1n whieR tuanels have
been discovered srmes

8 One of the first indisations of the preasmes of a tuwnnel eomplax
is mounde of dirt, ehaped and Pormed to wesambls a gravi=8its, wwring
the early etagse of BOLD MARINER an Asrial Obaerver (AD) supporting BLT’ 2,30
reportad the presenss of NUEEFOWE grave=3iies, Actording to the AD the
mmber was far du sxerse of ths amourt that cheuld 1a hiz oplrdon, be prese
eut, Shortly after rde repst wad rriclved 272 cncvumtsiel vhe twmel
ccompler, After a close suamivatiin of vhe swurrzanding tervednm it wes nsb-
ed that thers vas an wrisval smomst of grave-aibse, Afver digging wp a
fow grave siwze whdeh reveulsrd 23 soffins ik beiame appareit where amd bow
the ¥C hal d:zposal of the dirt fram the tuanel ersavatdon,

bo The tearreii 1a whdeh twansls weesy found nzemally hal tromeh lizes
parall yiing ths pat fipn F Tl hm.»u siehél, JE wWas héwy ia the trandtie
lines that eiihsr adr holse and. e entrances were Found,

8o Iue Lumpsls enectmtered werz lossbead Lo high gieiund etdoh was ficm
with a laterite eail, The pattern of the vurpel was geasrsily found ve go
deepss intc the nigh gooud Wath the adée beizg Poupd oi w1 opposlts alepe
in dsmsc welerbrusi, '

de The tummsls Loootsd and Pomd ip amd arvcumd nemlens woula estemnd
@h@mg@lwe% from ¢nd sice of ths hamlst 2 w«s othew,

Jo Mo vwe tumnmlzs had tles cxast sams patoury, however, they did have slmi-
daw ﬂhazact@ﬁrim; vy TR QPGS

8, The Umediate <abraisdBedts wvoull have o goviessl pelght, of 28

're@*cg which wodld esbend & dlstaned of Bl mehams,

b, The main runnel corridor would have an average height of 6 fest
and a minjmm width of 3 fest,

e, The thlckwess of the twwel from grownd surface to corridor ol
ing could only be estiwmeted to bs in excess of 15 feot,

do Each tumnel had o minimm of twas secondsry exits which when cono

strugied were esaled, The sesondary exits apparently were t> be used only
in the time of emergancy.

f Ensloswre (1)
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8, Al holsz and sécendary exite souli be Pourd im thicksts of brisss
andfer dense undeitrush, ¥Tav slr holes are extremely &ifficult to Wscwwer
az they wre sppraxcisately 5 inchsz in diemetsr cr lase on the surfacs,

One mwethod of comesrlment s as follewe: & six inch sir hole at the base
of & tres (locsted in denss undsrbrush) with a large rosk plased om the
oppesits side of the hale from the tree,

£, Brite wiow sntvauets wire sloverly cancealsd by constructing a
small box and fivting Lt dnto a fremes Buill ipto the swfase lavel owver
the entrance, The box bea dirt ik it fzom the swoesundiag ares and blends
in with the terxian, ¥he bext will have & swmall wire hodk atrached to allew
sasy removal Irom the geouml, It tekes only & fow lsaves and twige te
eampletely cunesal e cutlios of the woedwn frams snbranse,

8 ldghting wae mrovided by using candles op oil lampe, Thoy were
suspended from tha walle of the btwwnel,

‘he Tomel intepicr, gave the impressiom that s "trsnshrx® had dug them
outo ALl the walls wars svenly sheved and tallored az was the deck of each
tunmel, '

e Lo Thswe was no shorling on-ely cther Fordemn mateiial wed in s cobe

structiom »f bhe tarnel:,

do The secondery axite while affectivly dledad, wers Jdone in suck 3
manmer as o facllitate removwal &y one meh without the sid of tesla, Below
listed ares 5 emamples of bloked &vdts,

(99 Tprdght loge supporting e medluwn lapew of diwb,

B (2) Bodke of ¢ inches in’dapstsr o Lwrger pilad to suppert a
medium lagwr of ddrte

&

(3) Rmtwey mring te forn o dika,

4o Dastrusticn of tumels fncomtered by 2/25 wee carvied out by
the Engineer Platoon sttashed te the Bettalion Lgnding Tsem. Below are
same obzervations on the demclition techmiques empluyed by that platoon.

a, The tunnsl showa in Epclesure (3) is approvimately 200 msters in
length and has many sids room3s, ILa addition, this tunnzl had tws distinct
levels. Forty-two cratering charges were used to collapse this tunnel.
Fpemy astivity in the area precluded a complete evaluation of the results,
The amount of debris cbserved from the explosior indisated considerable
destruction.

b, The tunnsl showm in Epclosurs (3} was destroyed by u&ing,fort‘,ymfive
cratering chargss and eighty pounds of C.S. gas. Approximstely % of the
tunnel was canpletely collazped and the rest caved in, as evidenced by

By

Boclosure (1)
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very large cracks in the soil., The strength of the laterite prevented the
soil from collapsing., C.S5. gas was seeping from the large cracks in the
. Sd.la

¢o The tunnel shown in Enclosure (4), the largest and most extensive
found by 2/26, required sixty eretering charges and eighty-one pounds of
C.S. gas to destroy 1t. The main tunnel was -;.,f‘»'«mplet,ely collapsed and
the branthes wers either collapsed or caved in as evidenced by cracks
and heaves in the soil. Residual gas was evident for 24 hours aftar
destruetion,

d, The tumnel shown in Enclosure (5) was a single level tunmel
which required fifty cratering charges to destroy., The tunnel over-
head was blown scmpletely o£f and a long crater approximately 15 meters
wide was thé result.

5, The Epgineer Flatoon stated that crateripg charges ware found to

be the only suitable military explosive for turmel destructiom. C=i dees
not work well on collapsing laterite tummel systems., Crabtsring charges
were employed as follows: twod charges topether every 7-8 metars with
_emphasis at the bends of the tunnel and approximately 3 meters from

each entrance/exit.

3 ' Epclosure (1)
)
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© TUMNEL SYSTEM meAma
VIGINIT (stmm)
5H_
. Entrance . l@@&%d in S

‘dsnse updsrbrush within
t.hs villa.ge c@mplsx A

2 1y Tgde tunnel. system was.
-*l@@ated under a villag@
and pwallel@d the main
ﬁll&g@ tmzw C
2, Nimsrous air holss. were
- foind directly abm the-
tum@l, ceiling, -

;Emlosmv (5) :
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TUNNEL SYSTEM LOCATED
VICINITY {(BS730877)

Blocked

£ Eptrance located
in hedgerow

{

in Trenchline

Entrance locatsd

/
in Trenchline GZ—

NOTES: 1. Main Tunwel corridors average height is & feet.
®, Main Tunnel corridors average width is 4 feet.
3, Other corridor heights varied from 2-3 feet.
L. Other corrider widts averaged 3 fest.

. . Enclosure (4)
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 TUNNEL SYSTEM LOCAZE®
VICINITY (Bs7z5e?3)

va;w Emtmn@e :
A =)
&
i
‘Blocked Entrance _25M mﬁ,Air Hale #‘ﬂ |
&% Air Hole
A
. @ %% Sta{;ion #1
b o
S et W«W‘ﬁ ?;3’
¢ ro—=—detar—~| | Vi
i' 20MW§%W‘E6M
[TaN
J"mm 4
A, %; ((‘&
&
&

%5
=
*E Air Hels #2

NOTES: 1. <¢= Rise in Tu.nnel
' 2, From Station #1 to Airhole #2 the height of the iturmel is

generally 6% feet.
3. From Station #1 to Airhole #2 the width of the tvmnel is

generally 3% feet, .
Enﬁl@sm Cﬂ)

N ' .
: L5 o )
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TUNNEL SYSTEM. LOCATED
V:Eluxwr (BS719887) -

395 ght Anta-Room
. M
Qat.iom A 35M > Exit Blocked
Entrance #1 i ‘ j Station #2
) y
p .__,..
\\ \ wd Exit
Bntrance #2 Lower Level Eptrance j i k
Exld 4 : chom 83
N .
1 Indicates lowsr legel A\
of tunmel (55 meters inm 4 \
lsngth, partially £illed My
with water), \p |
2, 2 Ft. drop from entranee teo fst air hole, 17
3. Depth of 15 Fi, fram Ist Afr hols to
et Blocked Bxiss
L. Dgpth ranges from 15 Fg at 1st blocked
: exit to B Tt at exit #.
5o Depth of lower level tumnel extrance is 6 Ft
and gradually slopss to surface., Enclosure (2)
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TACTICS

- The tactic of a corden @p@m"aﬁ.@ng as experienced during BEOLD MARINER and
prmws cpergtions, is mrmely critical during the early stages if all
maneuver elements are required in the cordon, Until the cordam line is dim-a
inished to the point where one maneuver element may be extracted;, ... tud;,

forward movement is necessarily a skirmish lime attack. Not only is mls a
poor attack formation but any determined attempt by the enemy to pemetrate
the cordon would be difficult to repulss. Accordingly, a company size unit
was removed frem our portion of the cordon as soon as possible to provide
defense in depth and a maneuver element for attack of enemy strong points as
the cordoned ares was redused.

be To supplement the maneuver company, small units were assigned patrol

missions 500 meters inside and outside the cordon, This increased our seeuz;ity,

sonfused the enemy as to the exact location of our lines; and provided us

valughle tactical information of the area and enemy posture. The patrols also

decregsed the lethargy which sewms to set in when the troops are in a tem=
porary static position.

Go: After tightening the cordon to its last position and prior to extraction,

patrols of 2000 meters or more were conducted to cur rear covering the area we

had previously cordoned and cleared. The enemy had closed in behind to loot
villages that had been clsared and to probe cordon pos:rb:n.ons as they cha.ngedo
It was found that the long range patrols ellm;ma,ted sniper fire that is
normally received during exbraction.

The tremendous success of our fpsycps® phase can be mainly attributed to the :

use of portable spesking appsratus and utilization of cooperative local vil-
lagers as speakers. Through the use of a portable speaker it was possible to
broadcast anywhere and anytime, We were able to broadcast into tunnels which
in one instance resulted in 34 detginees., Initial broadcasts instructing
wvillagers to come to our lines had negligible results from all the villages

further than 500 meters from our lines. This information was derived when we
began to t;igaten the corden towards the villages beyond the initial 500 meters,

12 villagers doing daily chores inside a village, To avoid unnesessary harm
to these villagers and still continue th mission, portable speakers were em-
ployed to reiterate our directioms and warnings, Within 15 minutes, 143
detainees were wollscted, Detaines interrogation indicated that our initial

‘On one occcasion prep fires were about to begin on a target; an AQ spotied 10-

broadcasts wers too far away to be totally understood, that even if understood
the aged and sick would have bsen physically unable to travel the distance;. and -

that very little cooperation is received through the use of taped, sterotyped
broadcasts.

C T

“Enclosure gé) .
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