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PART I 

OIDANIZATIONALDATA 

1" DESIGNA~ 

Battalion Ianding Team 2/2.6 

2nd BattalionjJ 2SthMarine Regiment 

SUBORDINATE UNITS! 

H&SCo 

E Co 

F Co 

G Co 

ATTA.CHED UNITS 

Btr,r "BII i 1 stBn" 13thMar , 

l-lort Btry., 1 stBn5' 12thHa.r 

1stPlt (Rein)" Co ttAiI>J 5th ATBn 

1 stPlt (Rein).9 Co "A 11.5) • 5tl). AmT;r-acBn 
'0' 

1 st Clearing PIt, (Re:i:-n)" C,o'nDI~ .5th MedBn 
" ~ 

2ndPlt (ReinL Co IICijiil 3rd.l<lTBn . 

2ndPlt (Rein),9 Co IIOilS ,3rd EngrBn 

3rdPlt (Rein)>> Co tlA,ii.9 5thTkBn 

Dets! HQ, 26thMar (Radio Relay) 

Det Ji Coriun Sup' Co» 9th J':.fAB (Radio Relay) 

Det» HQJ3ni,9 3rdMarDiv (MP~s) 

Det Ji HQBn!;l 3r<1Ma.rDiv (Postal) 

2. 

DECLASSIFIED 

CctmANDE!1 .. 

Ltco~ SPARKS 
.. LtC<>1·';ElHONDSON2 

LtCol SPARKS 
LtCci,lEDl'1:0NDSON, 

1 stLt SlWLICH 

1stLt MILLER 

Capt,., STOLZ 

Ca.pt SEAL 

Capt FARMER 
1stLt WL~I;$R 

Ca.pt FRANZEN 

1stLt SAUNDERS 

'-SSgt DUEAAAS 

1 stLt BARTEE 

Lt(USN) HARP 

~stLt IAMOIN 

2ndLt MC PHERSON 

2ndLt JENNINGS' 
... 

1 stLt ,BAIRD 

1stLt BAIRD 

P.i'c BA:x:TER 
? 

2ndLt ~ITZGERALD 

~~27Feb 
Jr 2.7~2SFeb '. 

1-27Feb 
Jr27-28Feb 

1-28Feb 

1 ",,28Feb 

1-28Feb 

1'"'28Feb 

1-12Feb 
12-28Feb 

1-2BFeb 

1-28Feb, 
'-

1';;;'28Feb 
-. 

1-2.8Feb 

1~28Feb 

1-28Feb 

1-28Feb 

·1 ~28Feb", 

'~28Feb 

1-2.8Feb 

1-28Feb 

l-Z8Fab 
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Deti<)' HQBn,9 3rdMarDiv (Disbursing) 

Det <J HQBn~ 3rdMaxDi"lr (Photo) 

Det.9 15th Dental CO.99t,h )rAB 

Naval Gunfire Liaison Team 

Shore Party Plt CRein) '9 H&S Co, 3m SPBn, 

2" 

ISU.9 BLT 2/26 

lOCATION 

BLT Rear 

BLT Conmand Posts 

1-7 Feb 

7-$ Feb 

8-12 Feb 

12-28 Feb 

.3 0 STAFF OFFICE!!§, 

Executive Officer 

Adjutant 

Personnel Officer 

S-1 

3=4 

3 

DECLASSIFIED 

tstLt ,LO~CE 

Not in activation 

Lt(USN). GABUS 

Lt( JG). CASSIDY 

1stLt OqNEILL 
2ndLt QUINN 

2ndLt FRIEL 
2ndLt DEAN 

1/26 Command Post 

USS OKIN4WA (lPR=3) 

Vicinity AT 9557 

Vicini ty AT 9554 

Vi©inity AT 965.3 

USS OKINAWA (IPH~.3) 

1~28Feb 

1-28Feb 

1=28Feb 

1-22Feb 
22-28Feb 

1-22Feb 
22=2BFeb 

1-12Feb 

12=28Feb 

Major J oDo mCR 1-18Feb 
Major W~C ~"i GOu;n'J;\il, 19~28Febl: .' ~. , 

1 stLt J oA.; MC ELROY l=28Feb 

1stLt J"D" DEP~RO 1=28Feb 

1stLt .J oAo Me ELROY" t=28Feb 

SSgt RoE~ ROIAND 1 =28Feb ' 

Major DoHo CLARK 1'-18Feb. 
Major J oDo LYNCH 19-28Feb. 

Capt \Go BES~ 1-28Feb 
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S-5 1stLt RoI"MORGAN 1-28Feb 

40 !VERA~ MONTHtYSTRI!lIlGTH 

USMC. Y§l!' -
QlE .~ ill': ,ENL, 

,'to ":', 

60 1669 8 90 

50 ~ACHED,UNITS 

1stPlt . (Rein) ~ Co "Alia '5th ReconBn 2ndLtHELIMAN 1=28Feb' 

4 
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PART n, 

NARRATIVE SWtiMY',,, 

At the beginning of FebrU?:ry 1969.9 the BLT,:wa;s still en~ged in Operation 
UNN· RIVER tinder the operatioj;~l. control o.t; thE{Seventh 11a.ri.ne Regiment., The 
BLT Forward. Command Post renl!fined in the .field with the deployed units and the 
Rear Command Post remained at the First Battalion~ 26th'l-1arines COlmllalld' post., 
The Fire Suwort BaseJ Shore party Platoon~ radio relay uJ.'lits and, BLT'Liais-on 

' .. were operating from Hill 55 at the 7th l.farine Regimental 'Command Posto This 
'Operation lasted 'Wltil 070759Hs with the BLT continuing the cordon and sweep 
mission., The- concept of operations employed by the BLT worked "quite 
effectivelys and resulted in' a very good contact kill ratioo A large amount of 
"'en~ equipment waS captured.\> and sent to the rear 1'01' possible further: 
, int'eiligence valueo . ;, 

,,1 ~i-" NUIl1erOUS tunnel systems £l a ).a.rge number ~ of blnkers j) and other prepared 
positions" (most Qt, which were recent,ly occupied;j attesting to the hard push 
on the e::1elI\V by the rapid moving B1T unitaL "fere uncovered and promptly 
destroyed beyond i'urther USe to the enelI\9'" In denying him a_.place of 
concealment.s> the B1T was bett er able to fi.nd.)J fix and destroy his forces ~ 

At 070800H;; the BLT was shifted to the operational control of the Fifth 
Marine Regimento The unit~ at Hill 55s less the Fire Support Bases relocated 

.. to Hill 'tO$. the position of the First Battalion,9 Fifth Harines Command Posto 
,., The FoSoBo was displaced to an area north IOf Liberty Bridge" 

Operation mLOR COMl-l0N Jl in lImich the BLT was no'l'1 involvedj) had be~ :in 
progress for some time" BLT 2/26 carried.. out its assignedmissionj) (see PART 

. ' In this report)>> aggressively,,' . . ... 
, ....... , ..... 

On 'nu.m.eI'ous_o.Q.QaSions sniper fire. waS encountered by th~ ,BLT'.9but, with the 
proper deployment of forces» was quickly suppressedo Some casualties were 

.. _s~~t:a:.ined:f:Olll Surprise Firing Devices" thou~ a large number were discovered 
:-" Yl.or to be:l.."1g "Qetm~ we.re destroyed J.n place,,· . 

. No large enemy forces were engl,ged)) and it'ITas reported to tlie,BLT that 
the enem;y WaS a'voiding contact in the ,,<JhoJ;~ Area.,df Operations 0 

On 12 February» th~~BLT waS phased ou.t qf Operation TA¥I£lR:COMH<;lN.9 .and on 
13 Febru.axy 1:::ack=loaded aboa..l"d ARG shipping and began a rigoroUs training 
program in preparation for redepl.oyment" 

The BLTms placed under the operational control of Special landing Force 
'IAIPHA" ,9 and became th.®only reserve available to III ¥lAF during the expected 
Tet Offensive" In thi'3 capacity» ,the BLT'ma.intained a capability to conduct a 
helicopter landing within one. hou~ of initial notificationo 

On 27 February,. the Battalion held a Cha..1'lge of Command ceremony aboard the 
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j'2326 

uss OKINAWA" Lieutenant Colonel G.}!o EDl-lONDSON" .!!unio~ relieved Lieutenant 
Colonel' WoF" SPARKS as Commanding Officer of the BLTo \" '* 

The BLT was still embarked aboard ARG shipping on 28 February~and was 
continuing 1t$ training program.. . 

6 "En~ 
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PARI' III 

LISTINGS OF· SIGNIFI ., 

11' ~~.'11QN§ 

a&·i:"~I~O~e,r.~. 

( 1 ) 1~' 7 February ~ 969 

•• 

(a) UNN RIVER (Continuation from January) 

(b) QUang Nam Province 

(2) 7 = ~2 February 1969 

(a) TAYIDR COMMON 

(b) 'Quang Nam Province 

b o Qgrm~~a.~ 

(1) During th~period '8,=7 Februal"Y.9 i BLT 2/26 was under the operational 
control of the 7th Marines <> The: Command Headquarters remained at 
1/26 Conmand Posto . 

(2). During the period 7=12 Februa.ry9 BLT 2/26 laS OPCON to the 5th 
Marines 0 The BLT Headquarters \'\laS again located at 1/26 Command 
Post" 

(3) During the period 13=28 February9 the :atT was OPCON to SLF 8!AU9 and 
becamel;.he .only reserve available t~llI MAF;, i.n units "were back~ 
loaded on 13 Februa.ry» and remained aboard ARG shipping 0 The 
Conmand Posto! the BLT was aboard the U~S OKINAWA (LPH=,3)G 

c" 'i~~SianS,~~ 

(1) " .LlNN RIm, 

(a) 1 = 7 Februa.ry 

(D Condlet a cordon and searqh operation to fix and destroy 
el1emy forces 0 ',. , 

(~) Interdi ct eneny movements 0 

(1) Den;r the: enemy staging a~easo 

(li,) Captu.re enemy 6:luip.l'Jlent,9 weapons and infrastructure 
, per~onnelo ' 

• 
7 

DECLASSIFIED 



" 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
(2} . TAYLOR COMMON 

,(a) 7~' 12. February 

,(1) Find.9 fix and destroy E'nany forces within t~e AnOn 

d;··~·g~tol 

(1) ,During the perioa.t-TFeb:ruary.9 the.BLT CammandPost ms located in 
the field.9 and moved"as necessary with the units,,' COIllIllUIlications 
were maintained by radioj ~tilizing relay methods8 and d.a.ily admin 
runs were madeo A, liaison l'Ja,S kept 13.'& Hill 55,9 along with the F.ire 
$t'l.pport Basao The, . .BLT'Rear was set up at 1/26 Comnarid post.9 and 
had mre contact wi:th the SUbOl·'d:ina.t~unitS(l 

(2) ~ng the parted 7=1!2.February,9 the BLT Command Post again remained 
with the units in the fieldS! and moved as necessa:ryo Connmmications 
were maintained by' zadioj). utilizing relay methoos.9 -and da,ily adm:ln 
runs were madeo The liaison;> and radiQ relay. unit9 moved to the 1/5 

. Cor.omand Post a-t Hll1. 10;01 while the F oSoBo ,.as displaced to an area 
north o.t Liberty Bridget> TheBLT'Rear'.I'ema.ined at 1/20' C01lIIll3!ld Post 0 - ., 

(3). During the period 13=2$ Februaryi' all Units vTere aboardARG shipping 
with theBIX Heaa.qua.rlers aboar9-. IPtI~J c . 

(1) Dtll'ing the periodj) the BLT conducted 52.rpus$' 30pus~ 31- {Ullb1lShes, 
and 40 pa troIs a 

f ., l!OO. Jiil'\fg.re- ,-

(1) During the period,9 t~erl3were no NBC devices used by3 at' a;gainst9 the 
BLTo 

ao _~Z.~t.:J.:QU.,J 

( 1) At the beginning ot February.'), BLT 2/26 viaS in the final stages ot 
Opent tioo . LINN, lUVllR a _ Intelligence provided by the 7th Mar:ine ... 
Regiment iridicat ed tlie presence of the Q=S3rd Battalion., the T=B9th 
Sapper Ba.ttaJ.ion~ V=25 Local Foree Battalion:> and the R~20 Local 
Force Battalion in and around the Area. Qf Operations"POWg·s 

. confirmed the .presence of elements 'of ithe T-8<)th Sapper Battalion in 
the oordon area" . The source indicated the location of' elements of 

. the 31 ~t. NVA Regiment in adjacent area to thesouthwes'to Due-.t.a..·~ 
~~.-~be.yioil£k~·~On..t~ol,ll BL'.l' 2/26 waS not .informed of POW ' 
interrogation resultsf) or "document translation results" Theret'ore$ 
it is impossible, at this time,jJ to determine the effectiveness of 
this operatioIlo 
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(2) OPWT.IONTAYLORCOMMON 

<~~~.........,.:="O'" ~ 

(a.) Information provided to BLT 2/26 prior to Operation TAYLOR 
C~10N indicated that .eJ.a:mr.Its of the 36th va Reginient and the 
3Sth VO Regiment were located in and around the assigned Area 
of Operations" The efitimat.ed strengt.;;h of those units was 700 
ani 19145 respectively" 

(b) Dur.ing this operation the Eli:'leaI\Y' refrained frOlIls, direct contact 
wi.th the BLToThe en9lI\Y" employed harassing tact::'Lcs to include 
Surprise Firing D~ices~ and grenade throwing" During the 
r:ti&ilt of 9~10 February it 'WaS estimated the ltD to 50 eneIl\Y' 
troops WgB,g ed Hot.el Company as they formed their ni.ght time 
defensi ve- positions 0 The \-,ould-be attacker.~ were driven off by 
CompalV' H organic a:t'Wl» !lSpookyl! 1I and the employment of a .flare 
ship 1'JOrking with an aerial observerjlwllO controlled .tl..i:ght.s ~ 
of fixed 'Wing aircraft () 

b 0 !!Lear. IUU:2:~.las.4~~ 
(1) During both Ope.ra tioo LLWN RIVER and Operation TAYLOR COl'l1vl0N,9 .the 

enemy engaged the BLT pr:i.ntl,r:i1y \'Ji.th ha:rassing small- arms fireo The 
enemy a.lso employed numerouS Surprise F.i.ring Devices,9 and e. small 
number of mines 0 

(1) Casualties 

WAIVe KIA 

(2) Captured Personnel 

pa'ps 
va Infrastru~ture 
Detainees 

(.3) Cap tu red Equipment 

RPG Rounds 
82rnm Rounds 
60mm Rounds 
AK~'47 Rounds 

LINN RIVER 

26 

,3 
1 

506 

1,7 
19 
27 

Ghi=Com Gra"'ladeS \,) 
3060 

5 
2 1"126 Grenades 

Rice 
Medical 
Assorted, Documents 

3510 pounds 
5 pounds 

Assorted Civilian/Milita.ry Cle-thing 

9 

DECLASSIFIED 

TAYLOR COl'1t'ION 

None Claimed 

None Claimed 

!-l:cm_s Claimed 
None Olaimed 

328 

None Claimed 
NOIj,e Ola.imed­
None';",;i}J:a;.imed 
None:~ed • 

2 
1 

. None,:C(~£aimed 
None Crdmed 
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(4) Destroyed Enany Positions 

Bunkers 
Tunnel.s 
Fighting Holes 

9 
1 
4' 

1 
1 
9 

do Enany Tr,!U~ 

(1) During Opa"ation LImJ RIVER" after one major engagemen:t.iJ"the enemy 
employed harassing s:rm.ll arms throughout the opera.:5&no 

eo Weather Conditions 
~-.-....ro-..~~~-, 

(1) During the. period.') weather c\onditd.ons favored friendly operations 0 

30 §!$umTIAL __ ~.J2f.,.ggg~lEX_ID?!N~£ 

1 Feb At AT 949565 D Company E Sa.w movement.') a.nd fired a ~ 5 round 60mn 
mortar missiono The movellJent ceased o 

1 Feb At AT 9585649 a Harina from Company Go? while dorming a bandoleer of 
11:26 9 s.9 lost the pin .from oneo He yelled f'grmB,de'i 9 and as everyone 
sC:r'ambled for cover9 the M26' exploded triggering another grenade.o 
The eni resu~t was 1 USI-IC D,I\.I", 2 US}:1C WIAEo 

1 Foo A g:t:"oup of ARVNi/ VN~and I'farina GAPpersonne19 blundered into ·the 
BLT AoOo~ and attanpted. to en·tar the cordono They were turned back 
and IIreqliested" to stay out of the area while the operation was in 
pro gress 0 

1 Feb 

1 Feb 

2 Feb 

Company HS! at AT 957557:y discovered 1 NVAjVC KIA", age 25; then they 
rew.tied the oodyo .~l~ 

On this first day of a. nai' month9 BLT units reached Phase Line Blueo \"'" \. 
ThEW found. 9 bunk e.rsjJ4 fighting holes", 3 new trails,\) a bullet-torn "-~ 
:t.rvA. uniform9 and 3 documents, one of which pertained to the National ~, 
Liberation Front, 0 ~ ~ 

., 

Company G", at AT 9585689 received 2 rounds of unknown caliber ~'\~ 
a:rtilleryo They suffered 1 USNC KIAs 2 USl-'IC WIAo . . 1'--

2 Feb The BLT Command Postj) at AT 954580,9 received a stray round of small 
arms resulting in 1 us~ro WIAEo 

2 Feb A mi.sdirected 305" rocket round struck Company F~ s position at AT 
9505829 and rerulted in 1 USMC WIAEo Company Fj)' at AT 9555849 

received a'~hette round causing 2 USMCWIA is Q • 

10 
~ 
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3 Feb At AT 9495722) Company E spotted an enany trooper2) and fired a }l{f9 

mund wtth unknOl'/ll results Q 

3 Feb ,Company G.9 at AT 956567,9 observed ~ VC moving southeasts but at 
first mistook him. for a friendly" They were unable to determine if 
he 'WaS' armed" so an element was dispatched to engage himo At AT 
957568.9 Company G received 3 mortar rounds While condllcting a 
suppressing fire missiono They called an immediate check fireo 

3 Feb . The BLT units}} on this reported days> in completing a sweep t.o a 
designated phase'line.~ discovered 2' AK~47 rifles.\! 4 AK=47 magazines j 

i 500 All.=47 rounds,9 1 Chi~-oCom. grenadeZi 1 cartr.i.dge beltc\) 1 notebook,9 
NVA clothing,9 several dried blood trails» 1=·t ,9000 pound bombs 1=500 
pound bomb,') and 1=9Omm roundo . 

4. Feb: A total of .305 det·ainees were rounded up@ and delivered to the 
collection point, by B1T units.; 

5 Feb ''An Observation Post from the BLT COJIJnJaIld Post spotted 17 enany 
-troopers;) at. AT 9415730 6 NVA2) wearing tanunifoi'ms and pith h~lmets 
were riding 'Water l:uf'falo loaded w::ttgh canvaS bags., 2 other NVA$ 
wearing green unii'o:rms,\i wet'e wo:ddng with 3 VC on imprOving some type 
positiono 6 more wore clothing of various color 0 After obt,airiing a 
sniper)) andcl.earance to fiI"e)) the en~ were taken under fireo At 
va;ryip.g rangesJ) tip to 600 m.eters2) the sniper picked o:f.f 4 NVA'befo~e 
they oompletely scattered 0 An artillery mission.)) and an air strike 
were called with unknCMn results <) 

5 Feb BLT l.U1its collected 27 more detaineeso 

6 Feb Company GZi ·atAT 9636032) tripped a SFD ;reSulting in 4 USMC 'vIAE. 

6 Feb On this reported daY9 BLTunits uni::overed 2 Chi=Com grenades rigged 
as a SFD.9 1 =1 2) 000 pound bomb,\) ~ loU rifle)) and collected 203 detainees <i 

7 Feb At AT 93.5539£' Company H received inaccurate sniper .fireZi and answered 
with a volume of small arms fire" that silenced the snl.per 0 They 
continued to moveo At AT 952532.l' Company H again received sniper 
fire 0 Their well directed return fire drove the sniper off,9 and they 
oon+.iinuedto move" . 

7 Feb An elemmt of the BLT diScovered '! anti~vehicle m:ine~ and destroyed it 0 

7 Feb At 070000H,:; the BLT shifted from Operation LINN RIVER right into 
Operation TAYLOR OOl-1M.oN without missing .strideo 

$ Feb Company H.:; at AT 968530,:; spotted an individual obServing their lines 0 
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Appro.xima.tely 5 minutes Jater,.. the Company received sniper firao 
Suppressing _the enany fire wit,h small arms and W19fire" -a squad 
manuevered to the suspected &'Inipel" sitep but he had fled.. At AT 
9645245) -Company H spotted 3 mor'e VN- observing their positiono An 
immediate mortar mission was called5J and right behind it went a 
platoon (=") :t,o check the a"reao The enemy again had ned the 6ceneo 
At AT 9665265) CompaQY H found a sandbagged~ fortified positiond As 
the con~any appro.ached.9 2 occupants made good- their escape despite 
the H79 fire brought upon themo At AT 9685315) Company H,j) through. 
the use of a starlite scopej) observed an individual sitting in the 
grass 0 A ~179 round was fired9 and he disappeared from view (> 

8 Feb An ae.:rial observer", lirorking for the BLT?) spotted large groups of VC 
fleeing to tef 98651'10 Clearance t,o fire '.-Jasgiveni! but after 2 
rounds was checked by Recon personnel in the immediate area 0 

$ Feb Company Gy at AT 950540 9 received sniper fire" an.d s;Henced it with 
their small arms return .tilDe,,, At AT 9625449 Company G3 while 
bringing jn det,ainees ~ received 8Ilipel" fire .from a t.ree Urle 0 The 
c:ompany withdrew unde~ the cOlreX' ....,.f. well di.r<Bcted small anns return 
firejl and called an artillery m.ission.o Golf s"Llffere:i 2 USHC WIAE; 
the arty mission had unknown results 0 

$ Feb At· AT 964539 9 Company E received ina~curate sniper fire~ and 
quickly silenced it 'flI'ith M790 A check of. the area had negative 
result,B" 

S Feb BLT units;) on this daYFJ rounded up "1$2 detainees:! one. (J! wh:i.chwas 
a 7 year old w9unded by s!ll'apnelo He was tree t,ed by a corpsman.\) 
and taken in with the rest Q 

9 Feb A :forward ob5eFifer~ attached t~ Company Hs at AT 977538, went in 
i'l"on,!:.- of the lines and m:tde a cost.ly head-call o Being mi~taken for 
anenelllYc1 he t'l!aS s.h.btD and bel:.amea. WIAEo At A.T 982538$\ Compaf\1' H 
tripped a SFD resulting in 1 USMC WlAEo Company H$ at AT 9885379 

. recel:\7'ed sniper rire and answered 'With a,rtillery and mori,ar missions" 
The missions had ttnknawn results 9 but the sniper fire certainly 
ceased" At, AT 98S5379 Company H recei1Jed Chi=Com gI"enades into the:lr 
pOSition after noti'l~i:ng heavy mmremerit,;. Artille:ry andmorlar 
miss:iona were (alled,~ and IISpookyll appeared on stat.iono Cornpa.ny H 
eontinued to IJ._X'-'6 1'179£ S 0 At the same grid:) Company H 'WaS taken under 
enemy SlllRll arms ,1'i.:1('e" and ret,u.rned controlled,' small a!'.U1.S and J!fI9 
fire 0 ~ISpoaky!1 remained en target" Cam.pa:ny- HO' at AT 9825349 tripped 
a SFD resulting in 2- USN!C tfIAE., At AT 98353S0 Company H received 
sniper fireZi and silenced it with an arty and mortar missiono . 

9 Feb Company G" at AT 9655579 received 1 M26 into their lines resulting in 
9 USIvC WIAE~ They returned .fire with H79 aM60 and LAAWS with unknmm 
results" COlllIaIlY G" at AT 9?354$~ found a SFD in the entrance to a 

12 ,.'~ 
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pagoda 0 Destroying it set off a seeonda.ry explosion of approxilnately 
60,=70 pounds of C=4 which reduced the pagoda 'io a pile of rubbleo 

9 Feb At AT 9415.32,9 Compal'l;Y E received Sniper fire£) -and drove off the 
intruder with accurate s:mall arms ~ Company E,9 at AT 938.528~ received 

. sniper f:il:e and 1 Chi,~~ora grenade 0 - They silenced the firemth small 
arms", and pushed ono ' M, AT 958530.') Company.E observed. .3 VN males, 

. and .took 'them under fi,re -with small arms", M60 and 81mm mortar" The 
fire had unknm'ffi results 0 

9 Feb Company F.~ at .AT 96353'7,9 tr.ipped 3·, SFD" ~ resulting in 5 .US11C;WIAEo 

9 Feb BLT units", continuing to move.9 \.;;orraled a total of 11,) detainees.j> and 
discovered 25- fami1y=type bunkers;) 8 spidel:' holesv f freshly dug 
fighting hole9 and 1~105mrn round o 

10 FeQ At AT 9895279 Comparv H received sniper fire 9 and quickly put' a. halt 
to it 'with snail al"JIlSo At AT 989527.') Company H againrec:eivedsniper 
fire:,. and drove him off with controlled small armso A.t AT 979527.') 
Company ,It: tripped a SFD re8ult,ing in. 1 USlIIC WIAEo Company as '-~at AT' 
9765249 sighted 8 indi"ll'iduals sneakillg through elephant grass.\! and 
took them under fire ir.!i th J!fl9 and M26 -w-J.th unknown resul ts ~ 

e 10 Feb Company Eel at,; AT 964537:iJ heard mo'q-ement.9 and toss ed a :n.i26 0 The 
movement abrupt,ly ceased:o At AT 9745449 Company E received sniper 
fire;> and answered with small arms and a mortar mission 'wi th unknown 
results 0 At AT 9745449 Company E agaiI+ received sniper fireo Having 
no visual contact Sl the company fired sma.ll a.rms9 and called a 81min 
mission 0 A ch eck of the area. bad negative results 0 

10 Feb At AT 970534" Company F received, sniper fire from 2 enemy troopers£) 
and answered with small a;rm5 and 60mm monaro At AT 9745329 Company 
F tripped 1 SFD resulting in. 1 US~.fC 'WIAEo 

to Feb IISpookylt,9 in support of GoU'.\' at AT 9955258 received ground fire 
which did not last longo 

to Feb Company G,9 at AT 990525sreceived sniper fire}l and reacted by ;forming 
a 360 degree perimeter l!uth Compar.w F" Golf returned fire with small 
arms:> N:60.') M?9 and 6Omm, a..'1d silenced the enemy" 

10 Feb 

11 Feb 

BL'l' unitsy on this repor-hed da.y" discovered 9flght,ing hol.es.') 1 
tunnel~ 1 new trail", a well dug stairca.ses 2 narked new pUllji traps» 
an early'\-,arning devi.ces 2 new Jo5!! rocket rotmds£j1 ,SKS JI and a well 
~rked SFDo 

At AT 973535~ Company F spotted movement to their northeasts and -
received a l,i26 int,o their position.o The company .firedsmall arms9 

, 1-1799 and threw M26 n s on the suspected eneIIW position; the movement 
ceased 0 At AT 9475269 Company F aCCidentally detonated a SFD that 
resulted in '~ USl-1C WIAEo 
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11 Feb Company G.f,J at AT 985527.9 received sniper fire which they silenced 

with controlled smaIl anns and 6omm. roorta.:!:< 0 A cheC'k of the area 
had negative results o 

1 i Feb At AT 940527 s Co~a1V' H tripped a SFD resulting in -1 USMC -WlAE,o At 
,AT 920557;,1 CompaI\V H tripped another SFn resulting inJ USMC WIAEo 

11 Feb A VQ.\) at AT 956537.') was fireq upon by a w'ell dil"ected,M79 round 
. .from Oompany Eo A' c..heck of the area.. :r'evea.1ed t SKS and 7 roundso 

12 Feb Company E)) at AT 928527.9 had t Matine bitt.en by an enemy sna.k~ ~ 
unknown typeuThe Marine 'WaS medc·;:qa~~@dQ . 

~2 Feb At AT 965524.9 a Ma.!'ine from Compa.ny G oelClame a NBC when he was struck 
by t:l:'agments O.r.· a ¥J.26 he had ju.st lobbed into scm.a elephant grass 0 He 
'WaS mede·fro,eed~· - , 

12 Feb The BLTwas phased out of Operation TAYLOR COOIONo 

U Feb BLT units began back=loading t,oARG shipping to become the only 
reseI'Ve ava.i1able for ill l-fAF in preparation for the expected Tet 
o i'fensiv60 . . 

'ZI Feb LtColW'oF 0 SPARKS was relieved of command of the ,BLT by LtCol. GoM, 
EmiONDSON dur-ing Cha".'1ge of Command ceremonies aboard the IPH=3o 

40 FIB!. SUPPO~ 

a <> B BM.La stBn~t.h };f4H.'ipes .110 5:mm1. 

(1) Missions for the period are as .f'ollowsg 

89 11&118 
37 HE destl'U~tion 

(.2) Of the above9 .37 mission~ were obseI"'1I'OO" 

(3) ,Total :rounds expended are as .folllO'WS ~ 

~521 HE 
71 \'lP 
4.3 IlIum 

Missions for the pe!'iod are as followsg 

4 HE destruction 

14 
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(2) All missions observedo 

(3) Total rounds expendeq are as followsg 

~29 HE 
4WP 
9 Ilium 

c (>'.l:TRJaJ.;;Qw;~ 

(n The Naval Gunfire Team had no missions" 

(1) Missions for the period are as £ollows~ 

~ ~ HE destruction 
4 H&IBs 

(2) Of the above,)) _ '! 1 missions were observedo 

(3) Total rOWlds expended are as followsg 

e 9621m 
40 ''ll? 

6 Ilium 

eo Qen~~~Q,t:ll 

• 

(1) Tango Btry 51 2ndBn9 1 ftth t1a.r:L'1es :fired i obsenred mission.9 eJq)ending 
60 rounds HE" and 2 rounds WPo . They also fired 24 H&I", unobserved, 
missions:,) exper:ding t2~ rounds BEo' 

(2) 1st Field Artilley fired :2 missions;) expending 79 rounds HEo 

(3) W Btry:~ 2ndBn9 Hth Marines .fired U unobserved H&I missions$! and 
expend ed 84 rounds HE 0 

(4) A Btry:; ]stBn,9 i 1th Marines fired 35 unobsex'ved H&I missions,9 and 
expended 1141 rounds HEo 

f Q ~U,;~~.m!;!>, 

(1) None reported during this period" 

5", AIR SuPPO~ 

15 
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• '''Iio_ r a.Q Qgits. 
i 
) (1) HMM ,362 

e 

e 

(2) 1st HAW 

(3) 7th Ai.!" Force 

(~) Resupply = Da:il;y during .. operations 

(2) Close Air. SUPPQI~ 

(a) Missions,= 10 

(b) O:J:'dnance 

Napalm 

<z) 
(2) 20rnm Aer:ial Cannon 

(.3) TPQ~S·~ 2 

(4) F1a~e support .. ", Nigb:tJ.y dUI.:'ing.. f.'lperations 

(5) Observation,,,, Daily .du.t'ing. ~peratioIl8 

(6) MED~AC ~ 30 

C e §ig:nll?~p'enj{~ 

(1) At ap.pro.:ld.ma.tely 2000 hours 1Jn the night o:f 9 Fe~.9 Hotel 
CompanY", 2/26;) while ina de.fensi.ve position in the eastern sector 
of the Ba.ttalian"~ aasignecL.Area of Operatit;;ms!j d.etec.ted movement 
arouX1cl their per:i.I.rlet.f".J? 0 Wit...'dn a shori:, time t,hey began receiving 
Chi·",cOIIl grenadea o A call weni. out for an AC=47!!Spcokylti Gun/Flare 
Ship 0 Witlljn 20 :m..i.nu±,es of the call,\! in a remarkably rapid. 
:ra~:.'B® D the ilSpOQky!l waS. 00 station.:, had. identified :fr.iendly 
positi,"lOE and :tired. a :ma.rkingbu.t'st" Although spo:ra,dic ene.nw fire 
waS direct.ed.. at.. h:im:~ the iISp..QQkyBi coot:hruedin his dR.a,dly 'Orbit.i' 
and drove the ~,.back we, a tree ~irleo In the meant:imea an 
air requ.es't .for a .f:ixed.-wingstrilre had gone onto It was answered 
by a IlMayflyn air:. observer: in. an QV=10 .followed closely by: two· 
fl..ights of A=4.l S £rom. WlA,=·223 at Ch.u LaL These caute.)on station 
just as the I~Sp.ook:y'i! 3:au out of am.mo.Q A ilF.inge:rprint~~ :f1.are ship 
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began d:roppi.n.g.in.. the target. area.o Under. the fla.res~ l!Ma.yfiyn 
ma,:rked t4e t:reeline and the lead A""4- rolled. in hot" east to 
'ltlesto Intense.smaJl.a.rm.s a.nd. .. 50 caliber fire reac.4ed out from 
the eneuwposi.t,ions,~ but. the 4,:"'4 held on target and. two tanks 
at napalJIj:.. tWDh'! ad into the. tree l;i.n.e.o The. ene-a:w . .fire dwindled 
nth. each SllC.c.eec:l:i.ng .run as the. en-em;y. was dr..".ii:\.o/fl!]:, back in t, © ' 
Hot.el Companyn s. p~)ition8.o\flith. t.b..e A=4s B expended,9- another 
tlSpooky!l from the 2ncL Special Op.era.t.io.tl.S Squadron)! came on 
station... In add;UJ..au toO tb.e.. ener.J.W. txOOPS'2) he took under !ire 
one.. oX the. a,u.t..oma:ti.c: .. \'.ra~ a:i..t.eathat. r:ad.fired at the A'~ a S 0 

By thi.s t:i.in:es> the ~. !~e had. o.b'ti(.)l,l,Sly be.mbadly mauled 
aUhotlgb . it Was impossible to. d.e:t.ermi..'1e t,he extent of their 
Qa.,sJJal:t.ies.o The pres~:nJ.~~;.9n Hotel Company was· reliered and 
they had.,mt, 8ufiere(L a siD.g!Le c,a.s·fi.l!alt.y [) . nor did a:ny IOf the rest 
of the Battalion.£ortb.erema.inde.t'.OO: the night,9 the first 
nigb.:t !o:r. sam:e .. t..'ilItein TlIlh.,i.cll.. th~. Battallo.u had,oo.C'as:ual ti as <> 

The aerialaupp.©rl. was as::f:in.e as aJJ;1 ground. ©Olll.l:llaIlde.r could 
have hoped,tor,9 ;t:ir~tl.y: 11l :t.:Ae I'a.p:id..respoos~ of the ;pntial 
ilSpoQky!l artival.:) and. seco.nt.Uy i.n-the accl.t!"ateOl ver:y well 
coordinated ni.ght.air st..ri.keso The ni.gb.t.. air strikes were 
particu1a~ly :ru,:,te.wo~ in that. the.Jrare rarely ever used in 
V:ietnam., 

~ONNEL 

ao Q9l!Lba.M Ias&.~ 

. USMC USN 

OFF ENL OFF ENL 

WIA 2, 43 0 

KIA 0 1 0 o 

MIA a 0 0 o 

bo ~C2f!2~t ~5~ 

USN 

17 
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Killed o 

Injured o 

37 

eo f..erson,nel=~}At."~~l 

103 

:f. ~ ReR-~EIIlAAa~~:A-~.a 

Officer ,-, 5 

Enlisted ~ 20 

7 .. ~STMUQ! 
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ENL 

2 

28 

• 
OFF 

o 

o 

ENL 

a 

a 

an The BLT :is composed of ..rom: (4) Rifle Companies!) aIle, (1) H&S Companys 
and two (2) Batteries" Each ;mit, i~ capable of performing internal 
administration", and each is assigned U,s own reporting codeo While 
at sea, all Compa..,,\y and Battery offices were located aboard the IPH=3o 

e b o ~§!, 

Bronze Sta.r ~, one (~) 

VN Cross of ~.nt:t"y = eleve!! (ii ~) 

First Lieut,enant '-~ four (4) 

Sergeant ,~, one (1) 

Corporal =, eight (S) 

,Lance Corporal = ten (W) 

Private First Class ,= one (1) 
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do S~D.\~.~~ 

(n None reported during this period" 

So ,LOGISTIC§, 

ao ~~aupplY 

(0 The remainder of Operation LINN RIVER period,9 1=7 Februa:ry~ was 
.supported from Hill 55 by truck with Class I and Vo Companies 
provided cl.ean changes of util.i'ties from BLT'Rear which was 
esta.blished at ~/26 Command Post" 

(2) Operati.on TAYLOR COMNON was sllpport.ed from An Hoa by helicopter 0 

Class I and V were provided while limited amounts of II.\) III~ and 
IV we.!.'e moved from BLT Real" to An Hoa for further movement to the 
field by helioolltero Time <o.f resupply 1.IIl3.S completely unreliable 
because Q,f the committments of the gun ships which were used as 
escort:e: .for all J:"esitpply he1ic1opter5 entering our 11.000 This 
greatly curt,ailed the movement and maneuverability of the BLT Q 

b o ~/W.a.:L~. 

(1 ) During Operation LINN RIVER elements subsisted on' !lell Rations 
supplemented wit,h fI"l~i.t59 juicesi> milk,9 ice cream» and hot meals 
prepared by personnel at Hill 55.9 and transpoJ:"ted by the BLT 0 On 
Opera. tion TAYLOR COMHON. there was no hot chow", and fooo supplements 
were li:mitedo Water resupply waS a problem which was partially 
solved by the use of plastic containers on Operation LINN RIVERo 
These containel's '!tlere useable fOE only one delivery 0 On Operation 
TAYLOR, COMMON natural sources of water were the JrJ.ain resupply 
SOUX'c.ieo 

(1) Because of the accessabi11ty of 1st FSRjI 'and prior liaison9 major 
it~~ of equipment were repaired and returned without the 
go:rr.pUcations of tran.sportation en~ountered while aboard shipo 
There is a critica.l shortage at' the Shore Part.y equipment,9 because 
one 60)000 pound R/T Forklift was Code HjI and bot,h 2N Cran.es· are 
dolrIno One has been sent to Okinawa for l~th echelon repairs,,. and 
one has been in FSR sinGe November for repail'o 

90 N:EWTECHIUQUES 

ao The BLT!) for the first time enployed.9 s:i.nDJ1taneously~ IISpooky"9 a flare 
ship!> and an aerial -observer who controlled two flights of fixed wing 
aircraft during the hours oi: darkness 0 

19 - . 
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b o Though by no mea.ns new,? countet'=Bniper fire employed by the BLT 1PJa~ 

quite effectiveo The organi© snipers confirmed enemy KIAus at good 
distances 0 

ao During the period ~=12 Fehruarys the BLT tr.9,S deployed to the field$' and 
r~.ined tacticaL As Soon as pra,ct,i("al after reboa.rding ARG shipping$' 
a training program was set ll,~ 0 A requirement waS pIa.ced upon the Btl 
and aUached unit~ to initiate and submit a weekly tX'aining schedule to 
the S'=3o The subjects stressed were those in prepaxation ot tactical . 
redeplo;ymento In additiolls> training on handling and safet,yof weapone» 
and classes on the misuse of nar.'ootics and drugs were covered 0 

b o All new personnel.!' joining the BLT while on operat,ionll received a 
thorough indoctrination prior to joining their respective units in the 
field 0 

11., gill AQTIO~2YgIQ.."I.QgI£A1-~Rf/L~ 

at) BLT 2/26 ,-,as acti'\\l'ely engaged in mobile operations during the first half 
of February" and consequ~t1y did m)t, engage i..'1 any formal civic action 
pro grams 0 InsteadSl th e emphasis was pla.ced on dis~ip1ined. conduct of 
Marines when in ci'll'i.l,i;:>~ errea,so Medical care waS provided to Vietnamese 
civilians who re~ested it on an. as required basiso 

12" Cmif'IUNlCATIONS 
.,....... ........... A~ 

8,0 Radi.£ 

(1) Fran tl~7 February during Operation liNN RIVER5J constant cornnrunications 
were est.ablished and maintained between the BLT ~ SLY, ~IALPHAIf j, 7th 
Marines» the rifle companies and supporting unit~L.> The Tactical Air 
Control Party us ad UHF and VHF radio equipment to control aircraft in 
support of th e BLT 0 

(2) From 7"~2 February during Operation TAYLOR COI'1MONs the B.LT established 
communications 13,5 above except with the 5t,n If.l8.rines vice the 7th 
Marines 0 

(3) From '&:1",28 February!! the BLT waS aboard shipo A TAC/LOG circuit waS 
66tablished betir,reen the USS DULUTH" USS FORT J:.]ARION.1l USS iiINSTON and 
USS OKINAWAo 

b 0 if!.!!. 

(1) From 1,-7 February during Operation LINN RIVER" the wire section 
layed a line bet;ween theUomrna.nd Post and COI?:pany H 0 The'wire line 
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previously laid between the Cammand Post and Company F was removed" 
Wire l.ines were a1~o laYed to all sections and supporting units 
wi thin the Command Post" 

(2) Fr<OOJ. 7=12 February during Operat.ion TAYWR COJ:.1MON;) no wire lines 
'Vlere layed 0 . 

(3) From 1,}r,2B February while aboard Ship,9 the wire section set up a 
I!hotBi Una between the S""4 and Supply, and between the camm office 
and the maintenance shop" 

~,,""::% Co ~ig~!YmAAlsu~ 

(1) '[his section maintained a Supporting capability at t,he BJ.JT Rear 
and aboard the USS OKmAWAo One radio repairman waS with the 
fonJarU Command Post to repa.<ir radios that developed troubles. A 
daily courier run 'WaS established between the rear" and forward 
Col1lIIlatld posts for the purpose of delivering necessary radio 
~uipme.nt.9 batt~'ies and supplies 0 

do §~~~> 

(1) On Operation I.II!tlN RIVERs> the PFs=6 ,"faS ~loyed by each rifle 
company and the Command post.., The results: IOf using the PPS~ were 
several small arms and 1479 contactso One pps=6 was hit by' 
l';ID;apne1y sent to the BLT Real' foZ" .further transfer to FSR~ and 
\'(as repa.i!'ed and returned" 

(2) On 12 February.) 1 AN/MRC='W9 waS w:roecked while on a courier run to 
the 2,6th Ma:rines Command Pos"i;'Q 

BAS Adm:il:l.'iS.t:!:'atiJoo-.. 'W'a.s J:\aJ:ldJ.ed. b.,v the :¥.le~;t,ioo. aboard.- the USS 
OKUlAWA", and at 1/2£ COUUIIanci.Post,,, All, sic.k {',all '!.lIaS handled by 

. lOill' M6di~.aL Oificers:1 and.,3:=5 C("Xl'Sl1Ian ut.Ui;z.ing the BAS 
faQiJ:it,ies. of the USS OKINAWA and at ~ /26 () 

Cu,;r.r<?.ntly." t~~ ,~?S§ 2.~g:~ O:f.i~c:~ w\th th@ BLT" They were 
d.i.~t;.;r:i.bu.t,ed.. so. .~ was al.lAra;y:S. in tJle .BAS IOf the OKn~AWA (while 
a.float)" and tha. other was ass.:igned.t,Q the Alpha; Coo:mand Group 0 

Corpsmen were. assigned .. as foll0W5~ 

4 
2 
$ 

~/26BAp 
Alpha c.6mmand Group 
Ri.O..e. Companies 
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.3 
1 

3 
2 
.2 
2, 

~ 
! 
1 
3 
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Amtr~cs 
Reepn 
San:~tati()n: 
Battalion }1Edica.l SUpply 
Admi.n:i.Etra,t.ion 
Mecl.:kal Records 
Bt.ry nBiI 9 l/l3 
''WI! .BtJ::r 9 ~/12 
Er~neers 
Dmtal 
Anti=·Ta.n.ks 
Tanks 
Shorij Party 

(:3) Ca:suaJ.tie."i/~iuri..e,s Trea t,ed 

(a) Combat Casnalti~ 48 

(b) l'Jon,=Batt.le Ca."iualtie's 32 

( c) Mll tJ.ne Si.ck CaJ.1. 240 

bo Dental 

• 

(1) OUr De!).w Cl.i'O.'lc wa"S $S.tabl.ish.ed. amL opera:t,ed a'b©a.rd the USS 
OKIl\lAWA" L1; JoGo GABUS" DC,? USNli~ 'lInth tJhe h~...lp-Q! DTGZ P'ANTLIK"9' 
manned. thf; ('~ini!l;'. for t.hlS BLT" 

Co ,~~-==-~~~~. 

en On 7 Fehruai'C'Y "il969,9 liN F oF.:., LOUDEEMILK~ B53 02 62j) waS ~iound~ In 
Act:i.on"l and later -EoJ~<t@'vQl,a®d t.o the USNH,9 Yokosu.ka,9 Jap.an" Also 
:medif:0';a/l"~. t,o tJ::ta.t hOBpital,9 'WaS HN LoFo PLUDE, B50 72 410 

'2.0 Pe.rsonnel 
~~~= 

( ! ) Chapla.in al3uign.e-.d:: Lt J ~ry A 0 ZANDSTRA" eHC J USNR 

(2) Chapla;in G s Ass.~t.a>utg LCpl WayneROBEm:S 

b 0 §..erv.ices Con.duc~ 

Type 

Sunday l,'lJorship= Protestant 
Sunday Mass=· CatholLc 

4 
4 
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Attendance 

253 
214 

1 H'-'M 
Enclosu.re (1) 
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Weekday Wo.r.·~;pcP P:rctestant 
Weekday }'Jas,~= Cat,rl1,).liJG 
Holy Corull1Uo.:Ulr .. - Frotes.ta,oi:, 
Ma:n.oria1, Set~Vi c~.s. 

• 
'123 
107 
457 
.384 

( "1 ) Useci f.o.re~at,le» hangar. d.erk.~ and. mess deck on ships" 

(2) Used. 7th Engineer Chapel for services at 1/26 Comnand Post 0 

0) Used. any available Spot.:in the field" 

do §¥nii.:"l£§.At .,;§~~E 

(1) Prepared. aruL delivered a ,ser:i.eI3 of d.1:1Jg. lU'le and abus.e lectures in 
conjun.c.tion itC ... :th the Doctoor and Legal OUiceI' 0 Del.1.vere:l. t,he 
series an. t.hree. occasions 0 

(2) Spent a ga.ill. d.ealo.f t.iJn.e in visi ta:tio.n" Places visited included~ 
NSA Hospita.ls :~sb l<ledBn Hospita1,j) 1st Medical Hospital9 and the 
sh:ip ,5ukbay anQ. brig 0 

(3) Att,end.ed..D.iJiif3.ioo ChapW.u~~ Irlf'....et.ing" Stocked.up on supplies and 
rea.d.iug~ar:-',..a.l .f.or. the. troops" 

(4) D.'iatr:i.bJ.ted .. R!g.oo.d:LasJ! .to the t.h'D.o.ps.1A!hir..h had been sent by very 
thougtLwll.Lpeop.le b;.,J..ck in the ,~~, _ Wrc:te.ea..ch a lett er of 
thank. you. on ~..b..?lf .00:C. the.. command 0 • 

(5) AS-§ut.ed. s.ever:allll.etl. in. a.rr.a.uging. and making priority ~tatus 
J.>iJU1S Galls 0 

(6) AG.quire>Ji.,;aJ;lfi. disttibu:t.ed . .spectal ae.rvi~:es. geax tc. the troops <-

. (7)' . Se1.'ved as l:;liddJ..e J.ll;;J,U .fur !!0:f .. er..ation VALEllfJ.:lNEau.> llJ'roV3. thank you 
let.te'f' to the don::l:l."s.., D:iBplayed-.h.~ in ~dX'oom, and crew messo 
Worked.. 'lItit.h Reg:illl.oo:r'::J.l ISO in neAt/" relp..aBeo 
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