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DESIGNATION
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.Battalion Landing Team 2/26

2nd Battalion, 2th Marine

"PART I

Regiment

SUBORDINA"’;T’E“UNIT&
H&S Co .
E Co
F Co
G co
H 00
ATTACHED UNITS .

Bbry WBY {stBn, 13thMar

Mort Btry, istBn, i2thiar

18tP1} (Rein), Co “A"; 5th ATBn

15tP1t (Rein), Co "A",.

‘Hst Clearing Plt (Re:.n) > Co

2ndPlt (Re:m)s Co "G“

3rdPlt (Re:Ln)g Co "A“D 5th

5th AnTrachn :

"DW Sth MedBn

f‘zndplt (Rein), Co s«cwg 3rd MTEn

3rd Enngn

TkBn

Det, HQ, 26thMar (Radio Relay)

Detg Comm Sup ' Co, 9th MAB (

Det;) HQBng SrdMarDJ.v (PIP“S)

Radio Relay)

Det, HQBn, 3rdiarDiv (Postal)

DECLASSIFIED
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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA .,

cg_@@m .

1tCol SPARKS
L'bCol EIMONDSON
ItCol SPARKS
ItCGl ‘EDMONDSON,

4stLt SIVULICH

1stlt MILIER
Capt. STOLZ
Ca,pt SEAL‘
Capt FARMER

istlt WINKLER

‘Capt FRANZEN
- {stLt SAUNDERS
'SSgt DUEANAS

{stLt BARTEE

L&(USH) HARP -

1stLt IAMDIN

2ndLt MC PHERSON

2ndLt JENNINGS'
1 stL‘l;m ,BAIBD” ,
1stLt BATRD
BAXTER
2ndit F,‘I'I:ZGERAID

Pfe

j=27Feb
Jr 27=28Feb
1=27Feb
Jr 27-28Feb

1-28Feb
{=28Feb
1-28Feb
1 =°28Fheb

1=12Feb
12-28Feb

1-28Feb
1-28Feb
liéélfeb{ |
1=28Feb
1~28Feb
1-28Feb .
1‘-’28]5_'eb -
1~28Feb:
| 1=28Feb
1-28Feb
1-26Feb

1-28Feb
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Det, HQBn, 3rdiarDiv (Dié.bursi_ng) ' 15tLt LOVELACE = 1-26Feb
Det, HQBn, 3rdMarDiv (Photo) Not in activation .,
Det, 15th Dental Co, Gth MAB L6(USN) GABUS 1-28Feb
Naval Cunfire Iiaison Team 1t(JG) CASSIDY 1-28Feb
Shore Party P1t (Rein), H&S Co, 3rd SPBn - 1tIt OYNETLL - {=22Feb
2ndTt QUINN 22-28Feb
ISU, BLT 2/26 2ndIt FRIEL 1-22Feb
2ndTt DEAN 22-28Feb
2. IOCATION
BLT Rear 1/26 dommand Post 1=12Feb

30

- USS CKINAWA (IPH-3) 12-28Feb

BLLI Comand Posts

1=7 Feb Vicinity AT 9557
7-8 Feb Vicinity AT 9554
8-12 Feb | Vicinity AT 9653
12=28 Feb . USS OKINAWA (IPH~3)

STAFF OFFICERS

Executive Officer Major J.D. I¥YNCH = 1-18Feb

Major W.C o, GOUTL.; » + 19-28Feb:
Adjutant f{stlb J.A. MC ELROY 1‘-='=28Feb
Personnel Officer tstlt J.D. DEPIETRO 1@2.8Feb
5-1 18tLt J.A. MC EIROY 1-28Feb
52 sSgt H.Es FOLAND  1-28Feb.
5=3 Major D.H. CLARK . 1-18Feb

Major J.D. LYNCH  19-28Feb.

S=b Capt ' Go . BEST 1-28Feb

3 i
: closure
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5=5 1stLt. RoI. MORGAN 1-28Feb
Lo AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

UsMe JUSI
OFF - EL - - QFE ENL,
60 1669 8 96{: ,
5o DETACHED, UNITS
1atP1t (Rein); Co A", ‘5th ReconBn 2ndTt HELIMAN © {=28Feb -

Enclos
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pu—— . PART II -
NARRATIVE SUMMARY. .

" . At the beginning of Fehrwry 1969 , the BLT. el sti1l engaged in Opera,t:.on
LINN. RIVER under the operat:.,o,.lal control of the'Seventh Marine Reg:n.mentuo The
BLT Forward Command Post remiined in the field with the deployed umnits and the
Rear Command Post remained at the First Battalion, 26bh Marines Command Posbt.
- The Fire Support Base, Shore Party Platoon, radio relay unit, and BLT Liaison
. " were operating from Hill 55 at the 7th Marine Regimental Command Post, This
. operation lasted until 070759, with the BLT continuing the cordon and sweep
mission. The concept of operations employed by the BLT worked quite
.. effectively, and resulted in a very good contact kill ratio. A large amount of
- Tenemy equipment was captured, and sent fto the rear for possible further!
; 1ntell:.gence va.lue0

Nlmw.erous tunnel systems s a large number of tunkers, and other prepa.red
pos:Lt:.ons s (most of which were recently occupied, attesting to the hard push
on the enemy by the rapid meving BLT units), were uncovered and promptly
destroyed beyond further use to the enemy., In denying him a_place of
concealment, the BLT was better able to find, fix and destroy his forces.

At 070800H, the BLT was shifted to the operational ccntrol of the Fifth
Marine Regiment., The units at Hill 55, less the Fire Support Base, relocated
to Hill 103 the position of the First Battalion, Fifth Marines Command Post.
‘ The F.S.B. was dis splaced to an area north of Liberty Bridge.

Operation TAYLOR COMMON, in which the BLT was now mvolved , had been in
progress for some time. BLI 2/26 carried out its assigned missiomn, (see PART .
JCIIx th:.s report), aggressively. ‘ -
On Tumerous—ogeasions sniper fire was encounbered by the. BL’I'D but with the
+ proper deployment of forces, was quickly suppressed. Some casualties were
, ‘ sustained from Surprise Firing Devices; though a large number were discovered
. /prlOI‘ to being Teton ted and were destroyed in placeo -

- Ne lar’ge enemy i‘orees were engaged, and it was reported to the- BLT tha,t
the enemy was avoiding contact in the whole Area, o:f Opergtions’

On 12 February s the BLT was phased ouit of Opera.t:.on TAYIOR . CO\@’J.ONQ and on
13 February tack-loaded aboard ARG shipping and began a vigorous training
. program in preparation for redeployment .

The BLT was placed under the operatlonal control of Spéciagl Ianding Farce
L WATPHA®, and became the only reserve available te III MAF during the expected
- Tet Offensive. In this capacity, -thé BLT maintained a capability to conduct a
helicopter landing within one hour of initial notification.

On 27 February, the Bat’;falion held a Cha.nge of Cormand ceremony aboard the
5 UNCLASSIFIER
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USS OKINAWA. ILieutenant Colonel G.M. EDMONDSON, Jumor;, rel;Leved Lieutenant
Colonel W.F: SPARKS as Commanding Officer of the BLT. s

 The BLT was still embarked aboard ARG shipping on 28 Febma,r’yg ‘and was
contimuing 4its training program.
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R - PART III

LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT

T

te
(a) ILIW RIVER (Contimation from January)
(b) Quang Nam Province

B (2) 7 - 12 February 1969

(a) TAYIOR GOMMON

(b} Quang Nam Province

mand Rela tions

(1) During the period {-7 February, ELT 2/26 was under the operational
control of the 7th Marines. The Command Headquarters remained at
. 1/26 Command Post. | B

(2) - During the peried 7-12 February, BLT 2/26 was OPCON to the 5th
;bpaarineso  The BLT Headquarters was agein located at 1/26 Command
ost .

(3) During the period 13=28 February, the BLT was OPCON to SLF #AM, and
became the only reserve available t2 IIT MAF:; All units were back=

loaded on 13 February, and remained agboard ARG shipping. The
. Comand Post of the BLT was aboard the USS CKINAWA (IPH=3),

auhat Missions. Assiened
(1). .LINN RIVER .

(a) 1 ~ 7 February

(1) Condict a cordon and search opérat«ion to fix and destroy
enemy forces. ” ‘ '

(2) Interdict enemy movements.,

N

(3)  Deny the enemy staging areas.

(4) Capture enemy equipment, weapons and infrastructure
. " personnel. ' ’

L]
a v
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(2)  TAYLOR COMMON
(a) 7 = 12 February

(1) Find, fix and destroy eneny forces within the A.0. -

Tsrreen

(1) During the period:1=7: l"eb:c'u.a,,rfy9 the BIT Command Post was located in
the field, and moved a8 necessary with the units.- Commnications
were Ira;l.nte.;c.ned by mdmj utilizing relay methods, and daily admin
runs were made. A liaison was kept at Hill 55, along with the Fire
Support Base. The.BLT Rear was set up at 1/26 Command Post, and
had wire contact with the subom:da.mte umtao

§ N e e

{2) During the period 7-{2 February, the BLT-Command Post again remained
with the units in the field, and moved as necessary. Commmnications.
were mgintained by radio,. utlllmng -relay methods, and daily admin

- runs were made. The lisison, and radio relay unit, moved to the 1/5
" Command Post at Hill 10, while the FoSoBo was displaced o an area
north of Liberty Bridge. The. BLT 'Rear 'remained at 1/26' Command Post.

. 4 (3). During the per’iod 13-28 February, all units were aboard ARG shlpp:n_ng
~ with the BLl Headquarters aboard IPH-3. .

e Ormnic Qgera,t::.ons .

- (1) During the perlodg the BLT conducted 52 IP'sy 3 CP 53 31 ambusheso '
and 40 patrols. ”

mv-ﬂ%&:mg '
- (1) During the pem.ods there were no NBC devices used byg or agalnst the

o

(1) At the beglnm.ng of February, BLT 2/26 was in the finpal stages of
Operation LINN.RIVER. Intelligence provided by the 7th Marine. -
Regiment indicated the presence of the Q-83rd Battalion, the T-89th
Sapper Battalion, V-25 Local Force Battalion, and the R~20 Local
Force Battalion in and around the Area of Operations. POW's :
‘confirmed the presence of elements of the T-89th Sapper Battalion in
the cordon area. The source indicated the location of elements of
‘the 31st NVA Regiment in adjacent area to the southwest. Due fo. ke

. reauftng. heyond. oux: conrol, BLT 2/26 was not informed of POW .
- interrogation results, or document translation results. Therefores'
it is impossibie, at th:Ls time, to determme the effectlveness of

this operation. _
8 . | - En& oge l E
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(2) OPERATION TAYLOR COMMON

{a) Information provided to BLT 2/26 prior to Operation TAYLOR
COMMON 4indicated that elemsmts of the 36th VC Regiment and the
38th VC Regiment were located in and around the assigned Area
of Opérations, The estimated strenghh of those units was 780
ard 1,145 respectively.

(b) During this operation the enemy refrained from'a direct contact
with the BLT. The eneny employed harassing tacties to include
Surprise Firing Dewices, and grenade throwing. During the
night of 9-10 February it was estimated the 40 to 50 enemy
troops mgaged Hotel Company as they formed their night time
defensive positions., The would~be attackers were driven off by
Compary H organic arms, "Spooky", and the employment of a flare
ship work::.ng with an aerial observer, who controlled flighta: -
of fixed wing aircraft.

b. Enemy Initiated Incidents

(1) Durmg both Operation LINN RIVER and Operation TAYLOR MMO’\IQ the

v enamy engaged the BLT primarily with harassing small arms fire. The
. enemy also employed numerous Surprise Firing Demcvss and a small

: number of mines.

¢. Eneny losses LINN RIVER TAYLOR COMMON

(1) Casualties - : - _ None Claimed
NVA/VC KIA 26 None Glaimed
. (2) Captured Personnel
POWis , A 3 None ¢laimed
VG Infrastructure 1 * None Claimed

Detainees o 506 328

(3) Captured Equipment

EPG Rounds 17
82mm Rounds : 19
60mm Rounds 27
AK~47 Rounds 3060 ¢
Chi=Com Grenades = 5
M26 Grenades 2 ,
Rice 3510 pounds - None G."ta:.med
Mediecal 5 pounds . Noné CIzimed
: Assorted Documents :
. Assorted ClmllanfMlhtary Glm:hmg
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(L) Destroyed Enemy Positions

Bunkers . . 9 o 1
Tunnels ‘ 1 1
Fighting Holes ‘ b ' 9

d. Enemy Trends
(1) During Operation LINN RIVER, after one mejor engagement; the enemy

employed harassing smell arms throughout the operag-‘gno

e. Weather Conditions

(1) During the period, weather comnditions favored friendly operations,

3. SEQUENTIAL I;[STING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

i Feb

1 Feb

i Feb

1 Feb

2 Feb

2 Feb

2 Feb

At AT 9.9 565 , Company E saw movement and fired s 15 round 60mm
mortar mission. The movement cea.sedo

At AT 958564, a Marine from Company G, while dorning a bandoleer of
M26ts, lost the pin from one. He yelled "grenade®, and as everyone
scrambled for cover, the M26 exploded tmggermg another grenade.

The ernd result wms 1 USHC DAI, 2 USHMC WIAE. ‘

A group of IARVN‘9 VN, and Marine CAP personnel, blundered into ‘the
BLT A.0., and atteupted teo enter the cordon. They were turned back
and “requested" to stay out of the area while the operation was in
Progress. '

Company H, at AT 957557) discovered 1 NVA/VG KIAS age 25; then they N

relried the body .

On this first day of a nes mx:nt»h‘9 BLT units reached Phase Line Blue.
They found 9 bunkevrs, 4 fighting holes, 3 new trails, a bullet-torn
NVA unifoarm, and 3 documents; one of which pertained to the National
Lu.berat:.on Front.

Campany G, at AT 958568 received 2 rounds of unknown cal:.ber
artillery, They sui'i‘ered {1 USMC KIAG 2 USMC WIA.

The BLT Gormand Posbt, ab AT 954580, received g stray round of small
arms resulting in 1 USMC WIAE.

A misdirected 3.5" rocket round struck Gompany Fis position at AT

950582, and resulted in 1 USMC WIAE. Company Fy at AT 95558k,
received g flsshette round causing 2 USMC WIA's,

i0 Enclosure (1) .
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3 Feb At AT %95799 Company E spotted an enemy troopexg and fired a M79
" mund mth unknown resultso

3 Feb  Company G, at AT 956567, o'bserved 1 VC moving southeast, but a,t
first mistook him for a friendly. They were unable to detem:me if
he was armed, so an element was dispatched to engage him. At AT
957568, Company G received 3 mortar rounds while conducting a
suppressing fire mission. They called an immediate check fire.

3 Feb - The BLT units, on this reported day, in cempleting s sweep to a
designated phase line, discovered 2 AK-47 rifles, 4 AK-47 magazines,
1500 8E=47 rounds, ! Chi-~Com grenade, 1 cartridge belt, 1 notebook,
VA clothing, several dried blood trails, §~1,000 pound bomb, 1=500
pound. bamb, and 1-90mm round.,

4 Febi A tobal of 305 detainees were rounded up, and delivered to 'bhe
co]lecmon point by BLT units.

5 Feb An Observation Post from the BLT Command Post spotted 17 cnemy

troopers, at AT 941573. 6 NVA, wearing tan uniforms and pith helmets
were riding water tuffalo loaded with canvas bags, 2 other NVA,
wearing green uniforms, were working with 3 VC on improving some type
position, 6 more wore clothing of vwarious color. After obtaining a
Sniper, and clearance to firs, the enemy were taken under fire. At
varying ranges, up to 600 meters, the sniper picked off 4 NVA befors
they completely scattered. An artillery mission, and an air strike
were called with unkncx«m results.

5 Feb BLT units co]..ected 27 more detainees,
6 Feb Company G, -at AT 963603, tripped a SFD resulting in 4 USMC WIAE.

6 Feb On this reported day, BLT units unéovered 2 Chi=Com grenades rigged
as a SFD, {-1,000 pound bomb, 1 M1 rifle, and cellected 203 detainees.

7 Feb At AT 935539, Company H received inaccurate sniper fire, and answered
with 2 volume of small arms fire that silenced the sniper. They
continued to move. At AT 952532, Company H again received sniper
fire. Their well directed return fire drove the sniper off, and they
wontimied to move. '

7 Feb An element of the BLT discovered 1 anti-vehicle mine, and destroyed it .

7 Feb At 070800H, the BLT shifted from Operation LINN RIVER right inte
Operation TAYIOR COMMON without missing stride.

8 Feb Company H, at AT 968530, spotted an individual observing their lines.

11
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8 Feb

8 Feb

8 Feb

8 Fab

9 Feb

Approximately 5 minutes later, the Company received sniper fire,
Suppressing the enemy fire with small arms znd 179 fire, a squad
marmuevered to the suspected sniper site, but he had fled. At AT
964524, . Company H spotted 3 more VN- observing their position. 4n

immediate mortar mission was called, and right behind it went a

platoon (=) to check the area. The enemy again had fled the ecene,
At AT 966526, Company H found a sandbagged, fortified position. As
the company approached, 2 occupants made good their escape despite
the M79 fire brought upon them., At AT 968531, Company H, through
the use of a starlite scope, observed an 1nd.1v1dual sitting in the
grass. 4 M79 round was fired, and he d.1$appeared from view,

An aerial observer, working for the BLT, spotted large groups of VC
fleeing to AT 986517, Clearance to fire was given, but after 2 =~
rounds was checked by Recon personnel in the J_muech.a,te areg.

Campany G; at AT 950540, receéived sniper fire, and silenced it with
their smll arms return fire. At AT 96254k, Company G, vwhile
bringing in detainees, received sniper fire from a tree line. The
company withdrew u,nder the cover of weéll dirscted small arms return
fire, and called an artillery mission. Golf suffered 2 USMC WIAE;
the arty mission had unknown results,

At AT 964539, Company E received inascurate sniper fire, and
quickly silenced it with M79. A check of.the ares had negative
results,

BIT units, on this day, rounded up 182 detainees, one of which was
a 7 year old wounded by shiapnel. He was trezted by a gorpsman,
and taken in with the rest,

A forward observer, attached to Company H, at AT 977538, went in

. front of the lines and made a costly head-call, Being mistaken for

an enemy, he was shot, and became a WIAE. At AT 982538, Company H-

9 Feb

tripped a SFD resulting in 1 USMC WIAE. Company H, at AT 988537,

.received sniper fire and answered with artillery and mortar missions.

The missions had unknewn results, but the sniper fire certainly
ceased. At AT 968537, Company H received Chi-Com grenades into the:Lr
position after noticing heavy movement. Artillery and mortar
missions were called, and "Spooky" appeared on station. Company H
continued to fire M79's., At the same grid, Company H was taken under
eneny small arms firs, and returned controlled small arms and M79
fire, #Spodky" remgined on target. GCompany H, at AT 982534, tripped
a SFD resulbing in 2 USMC WIAE. At AT 983538, Company H received
smiper ;f:?;x.:l:'e9 and mlenced it with an arty and mortar mission., .

Company G, at AT 965557, reeceived 1 M26 into their lines resulting in
9 USMC WIAE,: They returned. fire with M79, M60 and LAAWS with unknown

results, Ccmpany G, at AT 973548, found a SFD in the entrance to a

12 - Enclosure (1 l.
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~ 9 Feb

9 Feb

9 Feb

10 Feh

. 10 Feb

10 Feb -

- 1C Feb

10 Feb

10 Feb

11 Feb
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pagoda. Destroying it set off g secondary explosion of approximately
60=70 pounds of C-=L which reduced the pagodas to a pile of rubble.

At AT 941532, Ccmpén,y E received sniper fire, and drove off the
intruder with accurate small arms. Company E; at AT 938528, received

sniper fire and 1 Chi-Cou grenade. They silenced the fire with small

arms, and pushed on. At AT 958530, Company E observed 3. VN males,

. and took them under fire with small arms, M60 and 81mm mortar. The

fire had unknown results.,

Company F, at AT 96353‘?3 tripped 3 SFD's resulting in 5 USMC WIAE.

'BIT units, continmuing tc move, corraled a total of 113 detainees, and
"discovered 25 family-type bunkers, & spider holes, i freshly dug

fighting h@leg and 1-105mn round.

At AT 989527, Company H received sniper i‘::.reg and qu.lckly put a halt
to it with small arms. At AT 989527, Company H again received sniper
fire, and drove him off with controlled small arms. At AT 979527,
Company ¥, tripped a SFD resulting in 1 USMC WIAE. Company H,"at AT
976524, sighted 8 individuals sneaking through elephant grass, and
took them under fire with M79 and M26 with unknown results,

Company B. at AT 964537, heard mowement, and tossed g M26. The
movement. abruptly ceased. &b AT 9745&14.9 Company E received sniper
fire, and answered with small arms and a mortar mission with unknown.

- results. Ab AT 974544, Company E again received sniper fire. Having

no visual contact, the company fired small arms, and called a 8lmm
mission. A check of the area had negative results.

At AT 97053k, Company F received. sniper fire from 2 enemy troonersg
and answered with small arms and 60mm mortar. At AT 974532, Campany
F tripped 1 SFD resulting in { USMC WIAE.

HSpooky®, in support of Golf, at AT 9955259 received ground i‘:Lre
which d,.]_d not last '.Longo

Company GS, t AT 990525, received sniper fire, and reacted by forming
a 360 deg?“ee pemmeter with Company F. Golf returned fire with small
arms, MA0, M79 and 6Cmm, and s::.lamed, the enemy.

BLT units, on this reported day, diseovered 9 fighting holesg 1
tunnel; 1 new trail, a well dug Staircase, 2 marked new punji traps,
an early warning. d,ev:r.cseg 2 new 305" rocket rou.ndsg 1. SK59 and a well
marked SFD. .

At AT 973535, Campany F spotted movement to their northeast; and -
received a M26 intc their position. The company fired small arms;

' M79, and threw M26's on the suspected enemy position; the movement

ceased. At AT 947526, Company F accidentally detonated a SFD that

13 . _ Enclosure l”
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i1 Feb

11 Feb

12 Feb

12 Feb

12 Feb.

13 Feb

27 Feb
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Company GQ ab AT 98552’7n received sniper fire which they silenced
with controlled smil arms and 60mm mortar. A check of the area
had negat:.ve results,

At AT 940527, Company H tripped a SFD resulting in -1 USMC WIAE. At

AT 920557 y Company H tripped another SFD result:mg in.1 USMC WIAE. .

‘A VC, at AT 956537, was fired upon by z well directed M79 round
- from Compa.ny Eo A eh,eck of the area revealed 1 SKS and 7 rounds.

Compary E, at AT 928527, had 1 Marine bitten by an enemy snake of
unknown ‘tayp& The Marine was medevseete

At AT 965524, a Marine from Company G became a NBC when he was struck
by fragments of a M26 he had just lobbed into some elephant grass. He
was medumbede ‘

The BLT was phased out of Operation TAYIOR CCMMON.
BLT units began back=loading to ARG shipping to become the only

reserve available for III MAF in prepa,ra,t:.on for the expected Tet
Offensive.

LtCol W.F. SPARKS was relieved of command of the BLT by LtCol G.M.
EDMONDSON during Change of Command ceremonies aboard the IPH=3,

s eene
a- g 1stBn 2 !_13 ?&5%&1 ag g 5@} )

(1)

(2)
(3)

Missions for the period are as follows:

89 B&I's
37 HE destruction

Of the above, 37 missions were observed.

Total rounds expended are as follows:

1521 HE
71 WP
L3 I1lum

.Missions for the period are as follows:

14 EnEosu,re ! 1 ! -.

4 HE destruction
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‘(2) All nissions observed,

(3) Total rounds expended are as follows:

Cor -

(1) Missions for the period are as follows: .

19 HE destruetion
4 H&lI's

(2) of the above, 11 missions were observed.

(3) Total rounds expended are as followss

@ 962 HE

LO WP
6 T1lum

e. General Supoort
(1) Tango Btry, 2mdBn, 1ith Marines fired 1 observed mission, expending
. 60 rounds HE; and 2 rounds WP, . They also fired 24 H&I, unobserved,
. missions, experding 22 rounds HE. )
(2) 1st Field Artilley fired 2 missions, expending 79 rounds HE.

(3) W Btry, 2ndBn, 11th Marines fired {1 unobserved H&I missions, and
expended 84 rounds HE. '

(L) A Btry, 1stBn, 11th Marines fired 35 uncbserved H&I missions, and
expended 143 rounds HE.

fo Significant Events
(1) None reported during this periocd.

5. AIR SUPPORT

© 15 Enclosurie ”!
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(1) @ 362
(2) 1sbt MAW
(3) 7th Air Force
Missions
(1) Resupply - Deily during operations
(2) Close Air Support
(a) Missions = 10
(b) Orgdnance
(1) Napalm
(2) Snzke«Eye Bombs
{3) 20mm Aerial Cannon
(3) TPQ'S -~ 2
(L;) Flare Support - Nightly during operations
(5) Observation -« Daily during. operations
(6) MEDEVAC - 30

Siguificant Events

(1)

At approximately 2000 hours sn the night of 9 February, Hotel
Company, 2/26, while in e defensive position in the eastern sector
of the Battalion’s assigned Area of Operatieons, detected movement

" around. their pem,,,taem Within a short time they hegan receiving
‘Chi~Com grenades, A call went out for an AC-47 "Spookyt Gun/Flare

Ship. Within 20 minukes of the call, in a remarkably rapid.
IPpoiSe ,, the "Spoaky? was an station, had identified friendly
positions and fired s marking burst. Although sporasdic enemy fire
was directed at him, the "Spooky® continued in his deadly orbit,
and drove the snemy hack inte a firee line., In the meanbime, an
air request for a fixed. m.ng strike had.gone out. It was answered
by a "Mayfly" air observer in an OV=10 followed close.ly by two -
flights of A-4is from VMA-223 a,t thu. Lai. TheSe came on Station
just as the "Spooky® ran out of ammo. A "Ftu.ngerpmta“ flare ship

16 EJ!!!E!'!%
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began drnpping. in the targel area. Under the flares; "Mayfly"
marked the tree line and the lead A=l ralled.in hot, east to
west, Intense small arms and .50 caliber fire reached out from
the enemy positions, bul the A-4 held on targeb and two tanks
of napalm tumbled. inte the. tree line, The enemy fire dwindled
with. each succeeding run as the enemy was deiven back intao’
Hotel Company!s positians. With the A=h's expended, another
“Spooky" from the 2nd Special Operations Squadron, came on
station., In addition Lo the enewmy troops; he took under fire
ane.of the aubomatic waepons sites that had fired at the A-4is.
By this time, the enemy forece had obwiously been badly mauled
although it was impossible to determine the extent of thelr
castialiies. The pressurgidn Hotel Company was relieved and
they had n# suffered a single casualty, nor did any of the rest
of the Battalion. for the remginder of the nights the first
night. for same time in which the Babialion had no sasuglties.
The aerial suppert was as fine as .any ground. commgnder could
have hoped:for, firetly in the rapid respense of the initial
Spooky! arrival, and secondly in the accurate, very well
coerdinated night air strikes. The night air sirikes were
parbicularly noteworthy in that they are rarely ever used in

Vietnam,
. 6, PERSONNEL
a. Gombat )Lo§ses
° | UsMe USN
QOFF ENL OFF ENL
WIA 2 &3 0 1
K14 o} 1 0 0
MIA 0 Q 0 0
. bo .
USMC USN

17 m‘we (N
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. .OFF ENL
Killed 0 2
Injured 0 28

. WIA's Returned te Dubty

37

168 |

Personnel Rotabed (POS)
103

Officer = 5

Enlisted - 20

7o ADMINISTRATION

The BLT is composed of four (4) Rifle Companies, one.(1) H&S Company,
and two (2) Batteries. Each uni% is capsble of performing internal
administration, and each is assigned its own reporting code. While
at sea all Company and Battery offices wers located aboard the IPH-3,

o

Ceo

Awards

Brongze Star - one (1)

VN Cross of Gallgntry - eleven {11)
Promotions

First Lieutenant - four (4)
Sergeant ~ cue (1)

Corporal - eight {8)

Lance Corporal —~ ten (10)

Private First Class - one (1)

18
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do Significant Events
(1) None reported during this period.

‘8. LOGISTICS

a. Supply/Resupply

(1) The reminder of Operation LINN RIVER period, 1-7 February, was
supported from Hiil 55 by truck with Class I and V. Campanies
provided clean changes of utilities from BLT' Rear which was
established at 1/26 Command Post.

(2) Opsration TAYLOR COMMON was supported from An Hoa by helicopber,
Class I and V were provided while limited amounts of II; III, and
IV were moved from BLT Rear to 4n Hoa for further movement to the
field by helicopter, Time of resupply was completely unreliable
becguse of the commibtments of the gun ships which were used as
escorte for all resupply helicopters entering our A.0. This
greatly curtailed the movement and maneuverability of the BLT.

b. Food/Water

. (1) During Operation LIMN RIVER elements subsisted on" "C" Rations
supplemented with fruits, julces, milk, ice c¢cream, and hot meals
prepared by psrsonnel st Hill 55, and transported by the BLI. Cn
Operation TAYLOR COMMON there was no hot chow, and foed supplements
were limited. Wster resupply was z problem vwhich was partially
solved by the use of plastic containers on Operation LINN RIVER.
These containers were useable for only one delivery. On Operation
TAYIOR COMMON nabtural sources of wabter were the main rssupply

. sourtce,

€. Mainfensnce

(1) Because of the accessability of tst FSR,; and prior liaisen, major
items of equipment were repaired and returned without the
omplications of transportation encountered while aboard ship.
here is a criticsl shortage of the Shore Party equipment, because
one 6,000 pound R/T Forklift was Code H, and both 2N Cranes are
down. One has been sent to Okinawa for 4th echelon repairs, and
one has been in FBR since November for repair. "

9. NEW TECHNIQUES

a. The BLT, for the first time employed, simmultaneously, "Spooky", a flare
ship, and an aerial observer who controlled two flights of fixed wing
- aircraft during the hours of darkness. '

. . -
o g W .- "
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b, Though by no means new, counter-sniper fire amployed by the BIT was
quite effective, The organic snipers confirmed enemy KIA's at good
dis taneeao ’

10, TRAINING

a. During the period {-12 February, the BLT was deployed to the field, and
remined tactical. AS soon as prachbical after reboarding ARG shipping,
a training program was set up. A reguirement was placed upon the BIT
and attached units te imitiate and submit a weskly training schedule to
the S=3, The subjects stressed were those in preparation of tactical -
redeployment, In addition, training on handling and safety of weapons,
and classes on the misuse of narcotics and drugs were covered.

bo All new personnel; joining the BLT while on operation, received a -
thorough indoctrination prior to joining their respective units in the
field,

11. CIVIG ACTION/PSYGIOLOGICAL WARFARE

a. BLT 2/26 was actively engaged in mobile operations during the first half
of February, and consequently did not engage in any formal civic action
programs. Instead, the emphasis was placed on diseiplined conduct of

‘ Marines when in ecivilisn aress. Medical care was prowided to Vletnamese
civilians who raquested it on an as required basis.

12, COMMUNICATIONS
a. Hadio
(1) From 1~7 February during Operaticn LINN RIVER, constant commnications
. were estgblished and maintained between the BLT, SLF "AIPHA", 7th
Marines, the rifle companies and supporting unlbso The Tactlcal Air
Centrol Party used UHF and VHF radio equipment to control aircrafi in
support of the BLI.
(2) From 7-12 February during Operation TAYLOR COMMON, the BLT established
communications as agbove except with the 5th Marines vice the 7th
Marines.
(3) From 13-28 February, the BLT was aboard ship, A& TAC/LOG circuit was
@tabhohed between the USS DULUTH, USS FORT MARION, USS WINSTCN and
USS OKINAWA.
b, Wire

(1) From 1-7 February during Operation LINN RIVER, the wire section
 layed a line between the Command Post and Campany H. The wire line

0 ~ Enelosure (1)
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previcusly laid between the Command Post and Company F was removed;
Wire lines were al®o layed to all sections and supportg.ng units
within the Command Post,

(2) Frem 7-12 February during Operation TAYIOR COMMON, no wire lines
vera layed.

(3) From 13-28 February while gboard ship, the wire section set up a
®hot® line between the S—4 and Supply, and between the comm office
and the maintemance sheop.

A ¢, Maintenance/Supply
| (1) This section mintained a supporting capability at the BLT Rear

ard aboard the US3 CKINAWA. One radic repairman was with the
forward Command Post to repair radios that developed troubles, A
daily courier run was eStablished bhetween the rear and forward
Command Pusts for the purpose of delivering necessary radio
equipment, batteries and supplies.

Sign:“L:tf.?i‘u.:;a;i nb ;ﬁ.:ven‘bs

(1)

(2)

On Operation LINN RIVER, the PPS~6 was smployed by each rifle
company and the Command Post. The results of using the PPS-6 were
several small arms and M79 contacts, One PPS=% was hit by
shrapnel, sent %o the BLT Rear for further transfer to FSR; and
was remaired and returned.

on 1? February, 1 AN/MRC~109 was wrecked while on a courier run to
the 26th Marines Command Post.

® . o sen

a. Medical
(1) BAS Administration was handled by the secbion aboard the USS
OKIMAWA, and at 1/26 Cowmand. Post. All sick call was handled by
‘oux Medizal Officers, and.3-5 cerpsman utilizing the BAS
farilities of the USS CKINAWA and at 1/ Zéo
(2) Currently, there uré 2Med#ies] Officers with the BLI. They were

distribut. 2d.s0 1 was always in the BAS of the OKINAWA (while
azlaat}_,, and. the other was assigned to the Alphs Ccmmand Group.
Corpsmen. were. gssigned.as follows:

I 1/26 BAS
2 Alpha Command Group
& Rifle Companies

21 “Enclosure (1)
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Amtracs
Recon
Sanitation

. Battalion Medical Supply
Administration
Medical Records
Btry Bt 1/13
W Btry, 1/12
Englneers
Dental
Aati~Tanks
Tanks
Share Party

(3) Casualties/Injuries Treated

(a) Coambat Casualties 48

{(b) Non=RBattle Casualties 32

{¢) BReutine Sick Call 2L0
Dental

(1) Our Dental Cliric was established and.operated abegrd the USS
OKIMAWA. It J.C. GABUS,. DC, USNE, w:.th the help-of DIG2 PANTIJK;
manned the clinic fer the BLT,

{1) On 7 February 1969, HN F.E. LOUDERMTIIX, B53 02 62, was Wounded In
Action, and later -watevscsd to the USNH, Yokosaka, Japan. Also
medevrated  bo that hoespital, was HN L.Fs PLUDE, B50 72 4.

RELIGIOUS ACTIVIES

Personnsl
(1) Chaplain asaigned: Lt Jerry A. ZANDSTRA, CHC, USNR

(2) Chaplain's Assistant: LCpl Wayne ROBERTS

Services Gonducted

Type Murber Attendance
Sunday Worship- Protestant 4 253
Sunday Mass— Catholic 4 214
22 Enclosure (1)
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Weekday Warship- Protestant 1 123
Weekday Mass~ Gatholic 11 107
" Holy Comminion- Prmbsatant i3 L57
Mamorial Services 2 38L

¢o JFacilities

(1)
(2)
(3)

Used forecastle, hsangar deck, and mess deck on ships.
Used 7th Engineer Chapel for serviges at 1/26 Command Post.

Used. any availahle spot. in the field.

do Sdgnificant Events

(1)

(2)

@ (3)

(4)

(5)

(£)
A7)

Prepared. and delivered. a series of drug use and abuse lectures in
conjunction with the Doctor and Legal Officer. Delivered the
series an three occasioms.

Spent a gond deal of time in wvisitetion., Places visited included:
NSA Hospital, 1sb MedBn Hospital, st Medieal Hospital, and the
ship sickbay and brig.

Attended Division Coaplain's meeting. Stocked.up cn supplies and
reading material for the {roops. :
Distrdluted. # i2s% e the troops which had been sent by very
thougatful pecple back in the Sz . Wrobe each a lether of
thank. you on behelf of the. command., '

Assisted several men in arranging and making priority status
MARS calls. '

Acquired and distribubed special services gear to the. troops.
Served as wmiddle man for "Operatdon VALENTINE®. Wrote thank you

letter ta the domors., Displaysd. bhesrxi in wardyoom snd crew mess,
Worked with Regimsntial ISQ in news release.
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