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PART I 

t· 

COl](ArI DiSR , 

Capt A" LAR,T)IZ,\3AL, Jr (1=31Dec61) 
Capt Wo Ho DAB~I!iN (~ ... 3tDac67) 
Capt No JASJ?~ Jr (1=;1Dec61) 
CApt R" Do CAl';P Jr (1-:51:00067) 
Capt Jo Jo Gl~C~ Jr (1-,1Dec61) 

1"''Bj J 0 1'... LOUGHRAN (i", 1 Dec 61 ) 
1 stU Hc> POS1! Jro (1~20Dec67) 
1stAt ;i!" Jo PAORAZ!S (21-31Dec67) 
1stLl: Ro PO::F Jr (21 ... 31Dec67) 
Capt o~ :'0 KD'IIiEY (1 co2Dec61) 
Capt A" LA'iDIUBAL Jr (3-31Dec67) 
Naj Eo Pc> CAULFL~LD (1"',1Dec6'r) 
1stLt Jo Ao BRAG~ (1",,1Deo67) 
Capt Do Ao IWll;i.."lTS (1-31 Dec67) 
2nd!it ~'~o !( 0 ECKt'aLlii (1 .. :51 J)eo61) 
2nd1t Ko \01001)$ (1-;1De067) 
lit Ro lJf>l·;jUrtJHL;~R, USN (1 .... 5Dec67). 
U :';. J" FAV.:;l~:3t'.~IN t .iJ&N (6 ... ,1 DP.o67) 

.lii!!: 
59 

illNL --1 
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PART II 

N AttH Pre I'VE SUtJ4ARY 

The ll&!Tgt1ve su;-'nary oontains only major ev'~n~I:e of, I!otivlty f"Jr the battalion 
during the month of Ilseonibm'o ~'om 1 to 13 DeGeTIibG:r~ the battalion W88 IHH'liened. the 
missioJr.a of' conihl01;il'!g search and destroY' operaii ions in t:li) Co Bi~Th€!nh 'tAn And f{y Chanh 
areas/) On H -Decembe1.·~ the battahon left for DongHa, -140 Dhop oporationaloontrol to' , 
the Nhith F<arines~ bu'~ the battal ion was onlY' there a fa'!;, ho'l.\rs before tact 1081 
comnitments forceii Lne'lints trssportstion to Khe 3anh" 

From 13 to 25 December!! tM battalion 98 mission tfn13 ttl condu.ct seqroh ~md destroy 
oper~t i(ms :i.n tl'lsKha Sanh AGo Iiur:i.l'lg that time" the battt:1ion de.ployed t.o a. suspeoted 
heavUy OOlrlcentrated ener.;y Area on and around Hill 918, XD '1'26444 .~nd Hill 862 vic 
XI} 717li41" bu:c was v.Jnflble to engafy,e the enemy duZ'ing t~lr~t t:,me.., 

F'1?om 25 to 31 De¢er.lbsr~ the bAt'ta.l:LOn provided the cl()fl:nse for Hills 861 ~nd . 
8£31 So Company K vJRS on lHil 861 & I'lnt1 Comp::tny 1 on RUl 881 ~~ Co;npflny r;i ref.l.!'llned on 
.Rogim,':ntaJ. Reser1Je, and COrn;1;:1llY 1 provided secu.:rity for the ,\af'anae pe:i?imErter of the 
Khs s.."l.nh Gom"l)~!t Base., 

At 2140H, ~n ambush from Co 1 in vic (YD 565250) notic(d movelOOnt ,0 to 50 
meters to the front of I'lnd rlO'1d.nf,' f!l.way ,f,'om the am'bush(j Th"y fired Flnd.oboorved 2 
va hit an(j fallo It thorough ~arch ... ,aa s",temp{;ed tU1.:lC:t" illl:rinstion~ but thl9 terra.in 
'1;11') s too cliffio'tlt., 1\ se~ch in the l:JOrning rovealod !;~.,o J.:rrga pool s of' 'blood, ~a'l:\ilc 
dr'9:>tdilgi!h snd draR m,.-.rks" ResuUs ,rare 2 VO KIA{P) P 

4 December 1967 

Ali 13S5H!l j.n vic 6032f-)6!) a .three man point from 1.,;4 '-1hioh t·m,s mov~ to deatroy 
a bamboo Efdlbrid;'3'~h received tire £:rom 1· VC on a l'a;'~ .. Gibout 2nO mo1an:.'s sn-ra,y" Fire 
was l'Gtllmelir; Imd the nll'Jn fe:l.l on the raftl,l his 'l-l0np<n falling into the rivero A 
second va opsned fire from tho b~nks. aile! then ;!ltto:7ipted. to roco'li'Or the-bo<'l;r on the 
raft 0 He 1Nf,)~ j:"'irad at;; and felll :tnto the x'iva:!:'.; Thr,e to .four ve then openeo fire 
f]Oom t.ha bank, nnd the pmt:r-ol returned fire II mOyin(~ Cl:I" 'I' ie pntrol l'ISS lmabla to 
reco1l'el' tbe boilies.. Results 1-lere 2 ve KlA(C)" 

At ~e40H, ~'i'hile operating in. 'lihe Co :Bi""Thanh 'Ea: r~116YII the olB" COt'..mand Group 
1'i1th cOillpl'::n:ies K and L, reMived a:pproximately50 roun Is of incom~ 82mm 1<4:rtRrs 
over a 15=20 ndnutepsriodo Counter' mortars and art iLc1.'Y verefired from YD 560230 
to YD 560z33o Re,sults were 5 USl·1Q tall (minor)" 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

UECli\Ss~fiEU • .... . • J 

At 16009:" ",hile ope:ratin~in .'vic (YD 420373)s, L..; came by.surprhe upon e. 81"eup 
of 7 or e VCo Two ~re oaptured lXlrnedif'tely\) an~ the rsst flen. 1-3 1~it-ed at them" 
and the:: returned fl.I'eo Ttn'ee VO "'ere seen f'albngo ·Bece;u.sp. 0.' teUlitl.n9 'burden of 
rowQs,!I 1=3 could not P1U'SIlSo. Busy {','Unships 'Were oalled on the (nellW a:'aa. and provided 
good (()\l'l'j'Srsgae lieS'lllts ",~re 1 va KU(C) t '3 VO Y.IA(P) and 2 va l)toJ" 

13 December 1967 

On 13 Dec('H1iber, Comp9niee Xl) LAnd M moved bY' convoy to Done 'ttl) anl.. ~heli by 
helicopter to lene Sanhli .. "nr! Compan;r I moved to Khe SaM the tOllowi'1L~ d~o 

22 Dacembar 1967 

At 06,OBg a ·t;ariM .from K",,; t:I!'i,)ped an 1~?6 grenade in the vic {XI> 152441)0 The 
unit C02'psman administered immediate treatment and ret1Ueeted an emerg.mcy: medavaco 
A fell' m:Ulutes later, the N~est ftS changed to rout ina beCa!lse the in:lured man had 
diedo Reallts wre 1 USl'-lC KIA:. 

24 Decemijer 1967 

.D:t 1400!i, all. CotIpflnies'Wcl'G not 1l10d of a truce that '''as to e:ittEmd frO)!!. 1800F 
24 December. to 1600R 25 December" Thars were to be no oomba.t patrolslI 110 H&l fn-ea 
no ambus..l-tes,. onJ,y local 'patrOls and tp"s ..... ·01114 be conductedo All enenv aip,htings weN 
to be reportud" 

31 December '1967 

kt i446RlI all Oomp~ies were notified of' a trUce th$t Haste axtend £'Z'om 160011 
;1 1)acember:,l to 0600R,02 January 19680 Thera ,.rere to be no conbat patrols, no H&I 
firesp no ambushes, only looai ,!,Atrols ani! lP ns ,~ul(l. be conducted" .All enerrw ai(.:.htinga 
were to be reportedo 
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.4... CONSt[[' h:L}SIONS AS$IGN~D 

1" Fl.·om 1 to 15 Decembsra the mission of the 3d Battalion, 26th ~!.arines was 
to conduot rnalti ... eompany searoh and destroy operations in ,the 00 Bi""Thanh Tan 
(YD 563248) Md liiy C'nanh al.'9aS (YD 44?396)o 

2.. F:.:-oJU 13 to 25 lhcembe:t!'o the mission of the ba1;talion wa.s to cO:l1duo~ lOOaroh 
and destroy operations in the Klw SaM AO. 

30 F:",om 25 to 31 Decembel.'f} the mission of the battalion '>18.8 to proirl.da defense 
tor HUls 86~ and 8815 and h,aveono compa...,y on at~ndoy AS Reg:l.mental naserwo 

Friendly Ca~ualties 

KIA 2 
~vIJl g!! 

TOr-AI.. 30 

~~ li~igrl~r UnitJi,o From 1 to 13 J)eceniberp the battalion usa un,fler tha 
operational control of the 4th 11'~inea at Camp J~A!la arid £rom14 to 31 IlsoelIibexo 
lmder the 2(,th Nsrinee at KheSanh" 

ao At CI"i!llp IDvAilS And Khe Sanh9 close liaison "~as maintairued 'fIiith infantry 
batta11.ons opera.ting in ad.18,c:ent a:ceaso 

bQ For tbS defense of Hills 861 and 881S from 25 to 31 ~celllber,l the 
follor..1:i.Jllg unite \-1ere under the battalion;6 operational control:' 

Dei; a Btry 0 9 lstJ30iJl, '13th r .. a:rinee . 
Dat II Saout!Snipe1" Plt, HqCo~ 26th l'arines 
:oat, Scout Dog Team, 1 Gt hP Bn 
net, A COI;;« SF Bn (BST) 
Det :i 1st P],t, Go A, 3d,ihgr Bn 

;,,~Jj.th..lB.;W/gF~ 

go \fuile at Ca,mp W<"$H!l~ the battalioliL ma:i.ntainsCi clossdi:i:®ct lif'ioon 
with local V';i.eJ"naIJ);Slse. Fro:"ces~ 1V'hich. pzootrided intsll1genc'o:J datH '..rhich 1vaa used 
fl!:'0l'1uently in es'::ablis"llxAg mmbushes f1nd plam.'!mg patrol opel.'ationill", 
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:0.. CO h.JHICN1'}ONS ... ELECn'RO~nCS , 

1., ~a.J~~~§.t,~ luI lilSs6fige traffio WRS picked up at or del ~\I'SX'&d to 
the Fourth l'Jarirles lll$ssnge (j';i'.ii:erc Distribution was not ohanged .. 

20 h....d.Mtc The ti'10 eOJ:1!lI"1nd g'"'.i'oupe tel'minatsd their o~·r1i taotical ne·~.' at 
their ccmm~d posts.. Tn.a battt:llion tpctical net terrJin1'ltad ill the coe; ?J."I.4 ''\ad hoth 

c omman 0;. €TOUpS on it.. Mcirm!ll Stlpport L."lg e.I'1:1s rl1!lio not a 'toTal'S also opa¥.'~1t$do 

3.. mi!c NOm!1al mtrBl""batt8.1ion wire fncilities WCI'e .in uSeo In QCldit1on~ 
three trunklim.esf'roID 3/26.to 4th h~:rines!1 1/9 and ';/12 '\-mrs utilized.. Dirac\ l10tlines 
trom the 3/26 CDC to the 4thk-la:rirnes COO fmd 1/9 COC, and t:rom ·the 3/-;.6 1"SOO to iih(B . 
,/12 FDQ" 

J 
10' ~fil..SIi$~JIlt~ The ,/26 mes9~r.:~e conter opoosd on 13 December, with '6ih 

l'.ia:r.ines t101dillg the 3726 trrif"fic!i and dig'Gribut ion remaining the saInec 

20 ~~o AU battalion tactical nata terr.l1n~tad attha ~/?"6 COCo Uormal 
supporting arms l:'nflio nats ware also ope:t'n.tedo :ij'han the ba:ttal~on movl~d to the fis.h 
for operations~ tha rAttlO z.-stransrnission slt~on Hill 950 'fa.a used to ~ela.v messl'l8$.l.\ 

;0 :jill'#,6 On 19 December" normal wi:l.'e f'RCil1.ties wereestfJolished at Khe Sallho 
Two trunk:llnes were utilized from 3/26 to 26th ~'i'lt.'ines and Hill. 8816 vit'. ranio 1.'"91ayo> 

''10 Q.,$!t1p ~yf.m§... From 1 December ton .Decomber"the b8.t"!;Rlio~ was Slt}'porisd by 
;d.Bn 9 12th Narinesc The FSCC condllo:tell nora"l operRt1onsc H&IQ s "rere fl.red based 
on intelligence repm'ts and r.tapreoonn~!issanc9o Nu.merous fire missions ·were oallod 
ag'Siinst sigrrGed VO/NiTAa 

:",1: .. , 
"(:", ., 

20 ¥h~~ho FI'om 14 to"i3~' Decel!i1:H~r,the ba.ttalion was supported by the 15tBn g 

n'!;h i:~r:hlSf8.. Drt~ tt,?,~ battal"1.cn es operi-:'!+.ion to Rills 918 and e.62!) p1.'9par~tory . 
fires tiere amployed~a"e)J~11 as screeill~ and orienting nj,ssions csllsd for l:r.v 'i;.he 
FO teams.. Subsaqu.ent.~o' the oper~,ticr.1.~ the FSCC conducted normal operAtionsc 
E'&Pa vrel"~ fi:r.~d "tPy tl1a battalion, b{1sed on intelligence: fz'om the ;{eglIDontRl So2 aiHl 
Sojo 

• nEClASS~f\EO 
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FI> ;.:m SUFPORT 

1<> AM ~f'EinaQ No anenw aerial activity WA,B encountered during the montn 
or DacemDsro 

a" Fixed Uing ... 'FoUl' flighta (a aircr:if.t) made airstrikes in the Co Bi 
Tt.aanh Tan Velley in SUiJport of t.na baii'tal1oDo 

b 0 Halicopter 

( 1) A total of 35 personnal Wff'!f:'J madevacedo 
(2) A total of ~50t880 11J6 of eq1.\;'pmen"t "rere transported" ana 2003 

perm:;nel '!~ere moved for tflCtiCal deployrrJ:ntso 
(;) AO D6 "lara used as nec(led0 .. ~. 
(4) Commann and control tli(,hts were utilbed as neoessary to famil1srbe 

unit oOl'1rnanders with terrain" 

10 No major adminil:ri;rative diff:l.nllties were encountered during the perici'! 
o~"e3:ed by this re3)ort 0 Battalion le"ljl!l personnel s"'countirlg oontinul8s to be' very 
affective" :£bring the repO!!?ting perioi tbS! Battalion Sc.1 was separated from the 
battalio:n for about a week to 10 days il'Ilt this did not creRte any serious ad:minilitrati'm 
problem So 

10 furing the month of Decemb;)-, the battalion joined four officers and 216 
snlisted& while tb:rea officers and 113 eru1eted 'VterS tran$ferredo <be officer and 
22 snlisted were Z'e6.ssigneci out of' OWlt:ry by servioe records as the reS1.llt Qf 
msdical ev&CUatioliio Three enlisted \'100:19 reassigned out of cOllntry due to manmera 
of' their immediate famiJ..y servi!1'"E;' $.)' RVNo 

BNCLOSURE ("i) -

• e DEC LA S S I FIE 0 
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10 SuM~o 

aloo '''eath$Z!' b At Ca~ l.vsna" the T!l&ximum temperature was a1~ the mimlmum 
'Was 59°" mrage relet iV6 humidity "'aa 89""~ l>l"eoipitat ion totAl VAS 1007"; and 
",inds e;Versl)ed 5 knot sa f'Nm the north\.reatQ 

At Kb.e Sanl1, t. he I!laXimum temperature was 190 , the mimmum vae 5;0" Aversge 
relative humidity WAS 92:&; total precipitation was 3~OO" Al'1dwinds averr.l',:ed 11 knots 
from the l:orth" . 

( 'i) ~@ area nro1lnd Camp h.'vana is chnraoter bod 01 ooast Sl, lovland 
plains which are moat~ pomzly dra.ined rioe cultivation areas.. 1Q.evation rarelJr . 
exceeds 35 n, exoept in theSOl1.thern portion of too AO where tho olevation rises 
ShRrply to heights ot 600,..700 meterso The ver,etation consists rnostl,Jr or low shrubs 
.~nd busheso As th$. elevation rises the vegetation is oharacterized by dense jungle" 

(2) The terrain in thtl'!! Kne SaM!l.'Na is very irr.'Gr,"lllA1" '·iith elevF.\tions 
e.'Veraeinp, a;round SOl) ~-eWl6l!i .rllhr:; 'V'19p,'station consists of 6 .. 8 $ h18h elephnnt grass 
on the hilltops end vaQ' dM~ jungle in t·he valleys ~·,.'lich mqkes for VEJ1:'J' poor 
trarf1oAbl1ity" 

(1j 'lb.emain avenues of approach. in the Camp:~vans area are the lfoa F.w ,. 
trail nmning through Oamp ""vanse tl':ta railroAd. trf\Cks runrlirlgto th,.! ~ast of Camp 
wans in a northt,yes~erly direct'ion,the 5o:ag 0 & River valley leading gerierQlly SAst 

into the ~ng. Eo River valle1p and 4:he tJ:'ail systems thrOUghout the Xom Phu Ie .. 
Xom Do :01et1 complex (YJ) 5631)0 

(2) in the Khe sa,nn AO, there 8"S t,ro avenues of sJ>ilroaoh i"rom the 
northwest.. One orosses the LaOeV'1Jlang Tri border At XD 6655, continues do~m the 
valley to the Riviera De Ra(1j ~an, than. follows the river <'i.01m to Route i¥9o The 
other croases the border at 'XD 6646 and continues along tha ridgeline 'to hill 88160 

Route #9 is tho maj()~ east-,·rest avenues of approach Fl.croaa theAOo From the southeast 
the ap'tlX'oa.ch is the Da K~ong Valley'Whioh enters the AO at YD 0035 And oontinuea 
northwest to Route .fI9 at Xl> 9241~ An approaoh from the nat'theest an.tara the AO at 
XD 8551 and l.'Ui1S solltn1lJ®atalong the Khe XR Bat River to a point north of hill '558 
(YD 8245) .. 
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20 ~.JIJmr~~i9AG 

eo The ensl1W contimJled to haxaas friendly units in the Camp l!}wans AO with 
the use of. booby tJl.'aps~ miMe 81l'i.d oooasional sniper fireco. The anenw cont:lnued to 
11!lf'Utrate foodstuffs into' the motm'~ain south of' Hill 674e 

.,0 9l.~i~tto 

a.,Q) Numer~F.I sightinge of the enemy ,reI'S mAde duri~ 'the first part of Dacermber 
slitpsoially in theCa Bi-Thenh Tan Vallsy.. l\:oat 'Of these sighiing-a to1Srl~ of sr;,all 
gro11pe of ;=5 enemy, \with I'l fe;,¥ lal'p,'eX' sightings of from 20"'300 As the P£1'trolli~ 
in the valley l:H;came~re inten86 9 malV booby traps wel'e tripped, inflicting in4UJt7 
on sever III mArill!eBo The nost significant iri6ident occured on '7 Dece,:lberl' when "BQI 
Command Group reosivea. approximately 50 incoming rounds of 82mn hortara" 

b.. . Ino1.oem s in. the Khe SaM area ~fere limite(l to s few sightings ot small 
gr01.lps of the enefiW~ a f'elY' flir;htings of' lights at ni,',ht and t"10 prob'izlg Ulc1dente 
of: hill 86"ao 

KIA(O) 
KIA(P) 
Detainees 

Ina. Wpue '3 
os ~.fpn,s 0 

J 0 CIVIt A?l!' Ams 

18 
41 
20 POW (va) ; 

~ 0 'ue to operat ionsl -oo;;,,'lilt ,j·:nt 0 II there trez'S nc 'Civil Affairs conducted 
durin{; the m'1nt h of Deoember <> 

!Co PSYCHOLOGICAL Op;mfirIONS ~ 

"1 I) Prom 1) to 4 Dacerriber 9 the 4th REI team from th.~ 24J!.the PsyOp s Co cont inued 
broadoaata in the !>;Y Chanh fJ'Cea (YD 44,13)<:> Broadcasts were in oonjunction with 

. infantry ooax-ch and destroy missions in thnt BraQo 
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!JC lCGIsrPICS 

i.> ~M~~.J.p logistical s;pporl W8.6 natisfAciory d'u:'in:;~ the l1la>lnth of 
koeoo9E.. Thers i·re!.''!) no r.)('t,]or problems 1."'1 obtaining basic SU-;1pliss ll i;railspo:rtat:t@!i1 
~ food sGXvieeo 

. 2" ~E\!)3U.l)J?!i~ GGn<ill'al Sl1:P1)liefl W'13I'O s.derfIM.te eZ()'Jpt for Sllpply of 
B~"")10r)/U' batter.ies.~ f!JtlrJ b'!. sr.(():c·~ s1.1.PTll~· of oerl~in boot sizes., 

; .. ~~A:¥2.:Z;:~JL~i~" Se'd&RCiof'Y service and'bL'&11s1lo:d;atj,Oll'itaO i"U'nisi1ed by' 
9'Gb i~lOtor '.Pran~G~t., lh~ to the OV'oraU commitrn~.mt of' tho \;.a:ttaliOll!il tact ioal 
rUIriB 'lieE8 not nOC9sBmt'jf6 Mministx"tive runs 1~crc held to " minim'tWo 

5., ~?I.~a1'l.a1!.~.e :m11R~o Kai1:tsnMce eu··)port was i'urnish:'3·1 bY' FLSG-A II Phu Safe 
Service 'i\iJ.'!S sat isfacto:rr:y" 

70 !.OO~~ Set:v:j&~>u The tS1c';.;::i,c,·,l aild mO')ila siliu~l.tion of the hattal:h:n" 
limited food service" 

~" This Ul1i~~ mab3i~6r~ i~. thz'®e field "leso hall $0. T.lOntJ.l·""t:ii~r~1t .fiiat':U~e 
Regim~n'i ,~~ijj},ijlll i:;:tl,.· '?l!,~S;i:l.G8 G.l1il ·~~I~J3n:;.26tl1 l'iar:i.S1aso 

~o 

ill29S hallso 
'.£ihia Ullit eonl']lP'.f.loti, one hot mad per dey, in '1.19 above 1:i.sied field 
The toorl w:"ts ar)e(jlJ.Qte :Ill 'lllFintity Rna r:j1.llAlitjll 
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\,) IJ.lona1n precluaad ~iatinR 'iihe companies fu!l'~o too b&~ ©~" X~ '3as 
gen:im: to rotate th9 cO;;WRnio~ to Camp~8ns for a 91Drylllg Out" period" l'lor®~,n'l"elCi: 
O&r.:." Et~.?~s luJd f'~oi1HiQ!l tor thiR purpose th::rr, could noi be duplicated in i;hGl 
field" .!n f\'lct!) the biggest success <'Illrw,g 'Ii fle period!'> oc:cul":~d after the !-w Chal.1.h 
b~ oem}) was dies(5"'.;al!)lishaal) Company I 'i'lae rotated to C.ef~P ~ven6 for a period 101' 
; ~ays· for ~.ll:~al nnd equipment l'ehabilitatiol'lo Then!) CompeiW I \-T61S 8seiglned 
to th~ IW Chr.mh Al'e,G.~ and in two days killed 4 va and captuxeCi 2", 'I'he a~'\iell:'se 
e:'rec~ of severe TIonsoon ~·19a.ther IOn troops and e~uipment is atteatl3d tc by tVlJe 
i'act ~Qlhat prior to their rotation to Camp ~ans!l> Company I marlevllcad lOver 46 
FZll's!)l1nel for 9li!@.I'sion feot 0 All cf them "mre evacUated on the 7th lOr 8th dew 
~:i' the op;:;rat lont' evern. though 9"i1ery precnut ion "l9,S taken by unit ileadsl"s to avoid 
we£t~61' casualtisQlc In this regard, exper:1.ence iEl.f!ice.tel'l thnt; ei~t days is the 
maninntm period of time that troops can be exposed to severe monsoon weathel' 
~yltllout a J:\ril'ked dsc7'aase in COmbRt effectiveness.. Experience also indiCAted thE'l,t 
Cl ~~iU!$ ~1ll.t period of tro:-ee (ll\i'S is sUl''''f1cient to restore troops ann equipmont 
to ful~ dut~ .. 

CI:) Mj~nQl1;,,?~ht~.e.'~~tal.:;;om1!:,$C o.tren"lipmeat and number of perSGnnel 'i:rRl1l.sport~l~ 
b~" .h.olicopiGZ' l1s Ut.~vOG;'VO (:pRtet;rtvp~ 50) ~ helicopter support mu.-i!le; Operfttion 
:::."0l)SifO tfas l!1ot t:if4't1 +.:"m~'Uli'\l'Q 'ce the gt'ound comm~der" .Jln essential elemant 
o~ S'-J.~'3SfJ ~.n co~tw (Jl2.erilla \.1s::,fare is employment ot A reaction fares iln a 
t:§luaJ.;r rnazm.9Z'o ThU'~ N.IDSJID, helicopters had to be fragged 48 hours in ad'VtlllC.s., 
~;J. ndditwn, sflllal{)lroIfl :z:-egldaUons prohibit laniling in a zone', unless it is G\2iCUl'e" 
Th-::; definition ot secure hAs 'boon strictly interpreted tu nean 8'Ul.'roundec by 
f'riendJly parrsonnelo :lu.ch re~11ations ara overly restrictiveo On ll:SIllY oCOSlssiol'lls 
the eneillf 'V'AS oboorvsd in ti't9 open less than 3.000 tletel'S trom Camp j'Jvens and litles 
t hsn ., £1;00 metars horn friendly outpo at SO Tb.(! only HCOW!'SQ tha comIIlFtnl"lsr had 'VIes 

to reffll1est~ill~ Anti ,mortar fire, sinCe tsr.ea~n prohibited timely d9uloymexrt; 
of a reaction fo~ce by sarr~ce meanso On one occassionD a COmpany commander 
obsen"ed eleven va in tbe open qur!ng a visit to Hill ;ilo He dispatched a pla·too£2 
to the Camp .oirans, LZe ~iithin 5 minutes :l;he plBtoon was rsady to bOex'd helicopters 
~'j'l»ieh l18re in ~he 107.0 HOi~ver 1/ the pilot stated he waS not allowed t~ l1>.nd in an , " 

unsecured zone~ even though the terrain t-lasflat, open and under oblSeI'wtl~Gion f:it"OIll 

Hill 51.. A re..,uest' for atMitio:na.l helicQptors \olas di~proved beC81US0 i'~ "7t!1S!i ~'i; 
f'ragged 4e r..oure in advance.. It is obvious tl1p.t such a si'~;t1Ation iSl 'V1Il.s,ceeptnble 
ae it results in missed opportunities to d,:?feat,the enenw t-~here~ And t"hel/'!.~"i.\'ar 
sighted.. I.."l Iilhorl, ~lne, Helicopter Su,'J,))ort has not 'be\l)l'l xaspons:l:re to the,: needs 
of' this battalion.. Uniess the present trend is reversed p the emu-a ~neept of 
Marine Air Su?,pcrtcould be placed in ser~O'Ils jeopA'I'dyo ' 
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~" !:WQA.ilitl.. T~is Battalion Aia Stat lOll had EJ. totAl of 6; personnel" These 

consists of 61 &BIJitAl Cor-psrneill, one }i;edice.1 Officer pnd one (''hF!!)lainc 

20 ~e."b:i-1-..1~ie§1!> rl':lis BAS ,"aa capable fIlif'treatil'lg all ;:linor medical and 
rJllrgical problems" Pat if-mt s rO"(ll:i:dng 1:'1ore extensive carO'flrel'O evacuated ~o tlle 
5~ JlIedicGl BattRlion:l.n Phu !3e,i or Dong Re... One tro;lical hnrdos.ck 'ian uas:1 for 
treatment and ~ffica1 problemso one for :?;'le1)oetCJl.>sOrfice and one 1.."01' tho Carpsl11erJ 
"lerterB~ whilo the b/-lttaliol'J. ~1~S at Car::p .'N:;tne.. ~t Khe 8A.Mt a tent HR.9 used to 
set up the 13 AS" 

40 .~nt§ll.. 'r~ere i·mre no fRcilities ror dcntaloaI'e at the BASo 1:'ntients 
reouiring lim ited. cai'9 ,·rore ref'errad to .the Rop;imental Aid station far treat:]Hnt~ 
Patients rel1uir~~ exteJlsive dental car.a were C1T1Hll1::ttecl to t''1S 3d l-ia1icAl Batt8li.ono 

5~ l'!alaI'.?:.s, }?"..QP.~le.xUo ChlorO<'l11ine=P.ri~:a'luine ta'olet OJ l'TeI'e tr.ken once a. l-lp.ek 

on Sunday t with !:teal So '1!his b~tta1 ion had t.h:l:oe confi-r.med mal~ is CQRQS rmd four 
probable case" in December., 

6" Sanit.p..,tiopo> Sanitation reports "rare "Inde weokly to the Battttlion Co f',:~71dero 

7e .~~?tigj;1cAo The .following were the statistics for the pe:riod begbning' 
1Uao67 and ending 31iJa@61o 

lLI AGNO 3 IS .1!&§.... ...L .JL :L -!!- Q.THi:!RS rrar.AL .........-

.BURRS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
INF~CTIONS 19 ~~ 
DIAT:lRKmA 6 4 

12 21 12 9· 76 
5 10 ; 0 28 

111.Cl~'IA~ IONS 2 2 4 '1 0 10 
FUO 1 1 0 1 0 0 3 
COL1)3 5 7 9 5 :; 0 29 
Dl!!i'TrA1 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 
RASH 3 24 19 10 14 0 70 
g~'Olf;~C~I })ISORD3RS 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
lr.;;ADAClt~S 0 0 1 ; 0 0 4 
.,;YciS 1 2 1 3 0 0 7 
FOOl' iHSO:llHRS 8 46 21 8 1 0 84 
B.~CK D ISO :WiilllS 1 2 
KNii;E DISOl1D.cl~S 1 0 

2 1 1 0 7 
1 2 3 0 7 

m".IDmS :5 0 0 0 0 0 3 
1~1ARIA , 0 0 0 0 0 :3 
'llOT ALS 53 100 73 68 38 0 332 

!CIA 0 0 1 1 0 0 
i.11.A 5 9 6 4 '5 

~11"'" 
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No TRAINING 

The following train:Lng 'W'&13 conducted d'lU"lng Deoember: 

10 9\t:ien'tqtiQJ!o Personnel joined as replaoements during the month. received an 
orientation to Vietnam from the Battalion Comll1And Sib 

20 Famili£i~ iQ.n N!,d '{4tt.t.L,;ri:ing 01: Per§Ql'lal.l!~apQns_o All personnel ,1oining 
the bafttalion in December fired thoir ,N",,16 fa for. familiariaation, And all personnel ... ,h@ 
had not zeroed their weaponso did ROD Personnel issued 045 cal pi stols '!:1ere !"lso 

reql\ired to fAm-tire their 1fleepoilso 

,0 HoS9ittll Corpsmen received on th.e j()~ training 'Wider tho supervision of the 
lJ.edical Officer and the Chie£ Hosp:i.tal Corpsmano Classes were held by the l-ladical 
Officer giving addit ional instructlons on fJ.eld medical teohnifluas AAd diRffnostic OaI'ao 

40 All personnel jo1nirlg the battalioil in December ,.,sre given a thoroUgh. 
£'amiliarization with mines And booby traps. In additionf/ persor.nel "1ere ahot-tn the 
various types of warning e:igns t~hioh the VO/NVA use to warn of mines and boob;' trapso 

l!liiC _~ 0 SURB (-t) -
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SUPPOm! J1JG roou;'~r ~ F="F 

h . The fol10\'fl.F.~g lfleaslSl{gss nnt! orders governed tha tiC'ti'i'Uy of tho bat"'liaUon 
during the month: 

.n" 
0 .. 
p .. 
11« 
':0 

. /::'Jded :, S. 

1rou:r.'l;h i'iar:ines OpOrder 5').0.67 
Four"~h hU':ll10S OpOxder. 57",67 
N111tl1 }'P.rlll$lil 110230Z DliXX;7 
'1.'wanty,,,S:tx!;.t~ i'ariu€>s 140020Z D:£C6? 
"btV-i;h !'cal.":4,"'h6S 1408'07. JlOO6', 
·l\len·~y.,Sbct;.h ?lfarini:? '&41100'& ])1;('.67 
T\~euty".SiJ.th l·ir.;~'inel$ '\l11259Z Di506'f 
1J,'i,u:.~,!"i;;v .. Si,.t.h hu,'irl~a 1515052 nSC67 
'h? )lr~;'f~·Six'cil !;ja:r.:i.n~s 110530Z nBC6rr 
!\,rerrty.>Sh'Gh li.n:t'ine13 25 '110 1 Z n;;S(.i67 
%~e:ntJi,,,,S:brt.JI ~,j&I .. :r.ne8 Cpt}raer. 15=6', 
'I!',~~ntJ'.·i5iX'';h ~'ia.,,:, 11'HH' vF-:h:' dGr 19,.,.6';-

. '11~'l'rm'~;!r, .. Si~d;l1 ir.a'l.:':UHHl GpQct'de:/Z 20 .. 67 
Twent]',,, Sbth F.~w: :L'1e I'J C:vOrilEll.' 21·,,61 
:i\.fenty" .. Sixth l>Jarii'.\0B OpOl'~er 22=6', 
Third 13n$' 'l\iPl"1tyr."SiY.th JJlszi!les 01'O.i'dt~~ 
'1lhirdl .an $ t'iienty""Sixth E~i' i1'w s OpOral3n: 
Third Hn$> T.wenty=Sixth l~lalC'inaa OpOrd!~r 

A / AR,pi (() ~..s N I5bSJI.O) -; 

/ 

'0,;,,67 
11 ... 67 
~2~...67· 
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HEAU'1UARTE~S 

FrOltl' 
'l'o~ 
Via,~ 

3d -nattaliol1v 26th 1'Ia,rinel1l 
d r:arine Division (Rein), Fl:']' 

FFO San lTancisoo 96602 

COI".l!lan'1in;; Oft'i09:JL> 
COr.L1'!1n llrtinp; General, Th:irr1 I:.Iflr ni"ll ' 
Corn1llAndinf; Officer!t Fourth l'J.Rrine 6 

CombAt JU""ter Aot ion Heport (U) 

• 1;1768 

3!ifvC!:rl1 
3100 
Ssr: 00 3,A01 }o68 
131000HJan68 

(a) I~Ap2: VUl'~L~t) &:ries L7014, 1 :50?OOO, !Jheets 6442 II, 64111 lp 6:741 IV 
61/42 III 

(0) Third ~.larDiv 101 (u) 1-67 
(oj Thh'd X'larDiv 0 PO 2000021!i (COl) 
(d 'rhird If'4'JrDiv 0 .PO 2000 .. 21' (COl) 
(a Third }'JarDiv 0 ro 2000.,40 (COl'. SOp) 
(f) Third l'.iarDitr 0 3100010 (Operation .Reports) 
(g) Fourth !'.it.lri~s ~101()OZ OCT67 
(il) FOl.iZ."th r'-'aZ'inp.s 3106'5Z OC'l'67 
U.) F01.1l'th l~rinea 310637Z oar67 
(j) 00" Third ~~Div 310701Z OOT67 
(It) Fov.rth I-iarines 0415{)OZ NOV67 
(1) Fourth ~~ines 041501~ NOV61 
(:m) 2dBn; ?6th I~ines 070230:! N0V67 
(11) 0(1) 'rhird l~rJ)iv i10929Z !f!)v6''i 
(0) Four-th f.oArJ.nes 141445Z !!OV67 
(p) Fourth Ii.tSrines 'l!50710Z rlOV'67 
(q) Fourth !~ines 160610Z HOi6l 
(r) Fourth l-ie!rines 200610Z NOV67 
(8) Fourth l-iarines 2101jOZ lmV61 
(t) Fourt h l';arine e 211036 Z NOV67 
(u) Fovrih Narines 251445Z NOV61 
(v) eG'!, Third l-i..qrDiv 2608152; NOV6~! 
(t.,) F01.2rth I-iarines OpOr~el' 55=67 
(:x) Fourth tlt!l'inea OpOr,~er ;1=67 
(y) Ninth harines 11023QZ D0067 

D011HGR I1D.i~ AT ., nAR IN'l'EmV ftI..S 
])BCI,ASHFlED l!F'I'i!1R 12 1"E.lRS 
DOD IW::JlRUCT ION 52000 ~o 

CGPy..:i.01!i3..COPIES 

___ ~ -L . ~~~~~ __ 
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3d Bat-talion, 26th i!.srilliaa 

H&S Company 

Company I 

50 §.!mJ19rting Forcs;, 

&0 ArtinerY..J~!.:):)ort 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Cap'" J" J 0 \~·J.I~C.c: (1",,28Nov67) 
Capt;. A .. LARHZAB'A1 (28Nov=13~067·" 
flaj iii", p ~ C tiFF I!ilLD (1=2 }No'l?67 ) 
Capt "}'" Ho !)f,'l;;JAY (2;11Iov=13Dse67) 
li;aj J 0 R" ERO',); Jr (1""22No~1)' 
CSlrt l~., J 0 J A;):J;SH Jr (22Nov",,13Dec67) 
CBPt. Ro Do CAA'-\!: (1liOV=13Dec67) 
Cap'Ii .1\0 LAitDIZf:,.'AL (1=28l\low7) 
Cap'l; J" J 0 Glkim (28Nov-'li;D9c67) 

(1) Dllrinr,- Operation !L~O:3JIOtl 3dBn, ?6th herinas was under tnt, operAtional 
control of the ~burth 4!f:U'ines", . 

(2) Two 105mm &...,itzer batteries and tHO Provisional 155llll'!l Hovitzer 
bdrtter:l.es of the 3dEn, 12th l'lJarines!) supported the batt::lhon \'luI:ine th~ operation" 
All calls for :fire Were cleRX'ed at the Fourlh !-;Hrmse RlSgt J:"'S(!C" 

(3) A!>tillm'j" WlilS s~lo;re~ against eneqy paroo"mel$l EIlSnw Duilklt, ~Jnd. 
.. tumnel complt9:!css anq against S'11i;1>eet~d a!!eYllY' pOiJitionso At ni~ht, 11&1 t~'res W8l'S 
.. euinloy-eo to cover friendly troop movement s and defensive pO:Ent \onslI Ann lll.llliJj.naUon 

Wf'l~ available upon r~~ueet.. . 

bo ~~hicle _~~t 

(1) On the 3rd and 4th of December, the hattalion 'I"B.fJ .'estl.!)pll.O( in the 
f'ield by a platoon of' Otters :from the 'r;1ird Eotor £xF1nsport .Ba.thliollo 
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00 Ji,~ §y,':l.~ 

(1} Air support was requested by the ALO throup,h the Fourth iJiarines A1!Jo 
1Alrizlg Op~rl\t ion FEOSHCh 

(a) 45 psrsonnel ",,-ere meder9'aced 
(b) 51; perso::nel and 257, 110 po~U!de of equipment 'fore \;.Z'Ansported 

'by helicoptezoo 
(c) 16 comnsnti and control flights 'irel'e utilized to fa.mi.l1s;rize unit 

cornr.tannera with terraino 
(d) Five nights (10 aircraft) mAderi~d trying airatrikeso 

6 (I .b\tel1W.n9 .. "t 

e,,, !~lT..airA... Bills 51 and 674 are the key 'tetTFlin .features in the iDe 'fhe 
main obstscle in the area is the Song 0 Ho 'River aM its ntlrrterous contributing 
etrelll1I1S!I1 especiallY 'north:of Bill 51- .and . ,south '.of ·Gamp ,~vanso Aft,at.' heavy rrd.ns 
these ioecorns impassable exoevt in a. fev placErs.. Thero is no 6:iJ;niric~nt cO"lfer :il.n 
the area other thAn a revs buildings in the Co Bi.,.Thnnh Tni1 F.r.ee~F:!.:re""'7.ojiMl),, 'the 
concel'llment is gQneral~ goOdll consisting lII.a.inly of' low brush and bushes and 
several areas "here trees are in groupe" 'fhe contributing strsl"::ls of the ~ng 0 lIn 
River is So uniforml.;v gOOd stl'a~ch of heavy vep;etAtion on both sides of the straamsl) 
offe-;:oi...lIlg GY.Cellent conoenlment 0 Observat ion from Hills 51 a.""l.d 674 is 9ltCellsnt tl 
lou'" obooZ'Vation is limited from Camp ~'van6o 'fhe main avenues of approach 8l'~ the 
ficA lily 'rrfiil ll run ing throup;h Cat:1p .:lvan69 the l'ni1road tracks l'wmil1g to the G<'1Iet 
of Camp i!:VRnS in A. northwesterly cUxeotion~ the :::long 0 1£0 River drnining f'rom the 
Co Bi=Thl'lnh Tail. Valle~oAil!' the trail system throwr,rtOut the Xom Phu 1e=Xor.l Eo Dian 
oompleJt (y1) 56-:s~) 0 . 

b", ~SitW*tioA 

(1) Significant 8nGY'I'q activity: 1:n91l'lf moVC!l:ent .",'86 ohexacteri,zad by 
IrIOVement s of small ~;rOu.ps of about 3 ... 5 peoplGlo 'l'here '!rias muoh moveoen'~ Il prob;:ably 
transportRtion of foodstuffs through the 00 Bi=Th8nn Tan V8l.l1ey Rnd then up to 
the northeast of' Camp I~~ne alone the ;;)ong ~o RivOX'o Tne:r.a use very little i1' 
any probing of'. the Camp~'vf:lns perimeter during Oporat ion 1j"~Oi:mO,, 

(2) :!Jldioations shm'T thRt there are two main foroo companies locnted 
near' Hill 674t a. s"Iuad of gtleZ'illAs in the lip PhD !,J.Klh."Ap Hien 31 Sll?e?a ~n~ a ~·ftmd 
in thn Phu Ie""Xom '10 Dian area .. 

Co claemy Act hi t:t, . 

(1) Sightings= The.majol."ityof sir,htinge ",ere TJs:'1e by pAtrols in the 
Co Bl",Thanh TlI'ln Valley FInd the Hy Ch:::tnh area." Nost. of thdgrou;)s f:ir·'lted. '\.;ere nI18\ll 
about 3""5 people t·rith ;t! feN large groups of 20=30 pOQplci Rho aip;htad", 

D Fe lAS S f f , E D 
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(2) Wines ~nd Boobytl"A:P~'~ f..£.l\V rti"cs Wld bOCl~y t::!'!.lPS H~~Z'e fOLlnd i.'1 t?le 

.f\O~ The RG &c'Ut ~ \',ere vet-y helt;;.?u.l in finding booby trE'_p S 11 bu~ lIlQiV othel'S ",·!m':'S' 
t!':","),!:.'d~ !.Q~aL~H!'51~ i!.'1J f!:':ll'iiY f':i:'ic~r~y ',IH.Q!3(> 

(51 rf£.~'~:i..est ',~iI.~ va cc::;::':;inusii "0 hflra~s frieliidly troops ,dth '~h,~ lAse 
or rn~o cmnc1 bo~;)y ';;t'a?~h ~11z;::.1' fire ana martar fttte.cltGo They aLso e.voided contsct 
e-G ell e1!'~::;:,eme;J", 

"i", ~i.&.~'~,".:!~o 'b.l'i;r.r: {]p;?~;>a:;'~o['l ;::;J:X)SHO p from 1".21 Novambel'o the bl£ttalion~8 e.saignsd 
mission. ~)€l3~ '~o ~!ot':lQ~~':lO\!,r;i'~W and perimeter c1efenso for Carrfil i!>VaI:1St Hill 5'\; 
{Reg'j o? vic x"D Sli1::1:81 ~ c~Q. R~:2io RlGtrnnsr.liasion Site Oln Eill 674 (n 5'!6219); 
provi~e securit:r '102 i"".;;'8 Qmr:r;';)f!..1.ction l'~H,mSll dfl:i.J.y l,'o.!'!Q Si-1ee:ps~ :t~ir:.sni;Al 'iRta:1t 
P')in<;; .. s..nGl HO'Ugh Ri£.ar:6p z;-:;:. L'oquiz'ad~ to maint"lin one plAtoon on 15 i.iiWJ.te ale:;;:"I; 
uC SPFllTO,'1 ~"1k for ~~inforlOe~Em-:; of Distl'ioi HeaJ~rtt1arteI's at Phong Dien ~ 'luang ~L):',enr. 
~~!I!E 1)i~!n. ana kmns '~ei to con~t Pfltrols 8l~d sGaroh aJld riGl3t:;:ooy opnrntiCl!19 in 
<.\~I3ip,';'\ea ~lO u:1:~h Q\?61.:;j,~i~lc i'1!llX'cae" 

a ;rom 21 '~' 25 l!!Q'V'snb<&'0 ~he b~tt(l1i"l.'l .... l~S in !>:ceparAtion foY' Operation CO'JEt) 
.. bu:~ :Ji:l 23 h,)\,,~!i..)6;:;-"~:~,i ~.:r·~.';:~1:::JilC role' :in the OperRt io!! 'fflS GAnc611ed~ fhf; battBlio;r. 

CC",',:: :S.m!0& to CQ;iIt:..J~ oo8Z'~h. ~nr1 'i~~('jtr:oy operRt ions from "4 Ibvember to 13 lkcember 
:k 'i.:h,g arellls c:Z It:? ~ ru'idl 'CD Bi-Th"M T""n Valleyo 

7 _ ' 

'\:l.. POl' the :9m':\~te:" 'Clafonse at Cat'lP '.'N,...nf.:l9 Si.i.li'porting units includeti: 
!.' " .... 

2I!ldPlt(=),/BtlI.'Y n, 1/ ~lfth Prty 
Co c(~)~ 3d TAnk En 
Gb E(~)Q ;d ~D'JE' :'in 
j?3.~ ( ... ) 11 Co G!l 3d gr Bn. 
Pr~r'll Plt ~ 3~n\l 12thl;!3r 
lPz'o\;" Pl-;;!) R&5 ~-o ~ 1 stBn. D 4t hi:ar 
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..... ~. 
ell> On 5 1~ov®nm91'~ oOl!lpany i-l chopped Gpel'&t iOMl oontrol to 2~3m1" 26"i;:1 i·.s,zoiYl.2s 

at Ham Hoe\!! and Company L returned to 'the ;dBa, 26th l'oISrines.. On 19 ~~ovembers 
1st.l:Jn o 9th l-~ines QOJlICenced the:ir re11~d' of too per1JDeter dai'ensa at C:"...m.? I!;V~n61) 
an.1 on 20 November" they e.esumaCl. the mission of the 63CW?ity of' Rilla 5~ snd 61~'!l 
and PK ... 17 I> 0.., 22 Novenber, e. comp~v from 1 stBil, CJthl'im' ~aliElvGcl CompEII\V £ol £It 
Nil!!! Ibn, ~ma. COlilp3l1Y i; reo;W!ncri to 3dEn" 26th1t1l''l 

d. On 24 dcve~!.::I~f Ccn.):my t mOV$'d ~"'o tho i~y Chtmb el'O~~ Sl'ld the Bravo 
COfll"lr;nd ap,O~~~l uitll (;omp""n~e~ r; And I I.U)veA to tho Co Bi .. 1i:lA;l 'L'an Vclloy. On 
2S !.!~VClm'bC"~$ OOTolpl1i'1Y N r:nu t~~ Ch.n:'?l. ',0 C~mentl IJ1.'PUP Jl10ven ·co join CQ~t>ri;Y 1· e'(; 
"ly ~o en 2~'03nil:1ero C~U;:OalW ~ Z'O-tu.:mCdli~ QnQO ftlYF.illSQ Elnd on 4 ~cet2:ln' roh®y 
moved to Uw Co ,S.~-:"T~oo 'rEm ~o relieve ComPm'lY I~ uhUo C::'lIIPtln.1 I', and the Chl1rlie 
Co~d :lh>oup z:$W:nocl to CIiJ[!Il,) Jl"VfJllllEll> On 5 Dacellloer 1} cOiliPsiJy ! re'GUl".i'lecJl ·~o CAmp 
EVElllso On S :!hcembel'~ Co~C<ny It retumeG to Camp I~Vrm(lJ>I ~a Compan;r I moved to 
lJit ~ ~ ~ 1"9 !mcsllfri)GI&'!I eU compAnies ha~ ll:"etumGd iic Camp ,llvane to pl'lSpere 
fCH th(? move to 'D071g Hmo ~ 1; ~cembsrQ OperAtion Nmsr.O terr.linnted for ths ,ClBn, 
26th l'l~ineOo .' • ,.,', ,'~ "'f>" ~ .,'; ',' ',,' '" ,'.', ' .. 

• ,'. .' . ~.1. 

At iJi 'lIJH, the Sccm-/j ... SnipsJ?: team. operat ing i'Z'tf)!':I Hill 51, spotted 1 va r.Jcnring 
in vic 1fD ';15::?6::::o 'rb.ey fired :o>li1d obsezved him fall.. 'I'b.!'ee more va car.:e oul; of' 
Q "treoline to Ciz'a,e iSl.t1'EIY the 'boOyrr and the teal!! ll'3ceivsd fire :fro!71 'l:he treelineo 
They l:'eturne.tl. f:t.rG,Mc! or.lled SA' art i llery mission, CD S3!'uing 2 lJe -a; aka €a rlirtSct 
hit., P.e su.l tIS ".vjrGl', "VC KU( p) '" . 

18 rbvsoober, 1961 
" r~. ~. 

• . ..... ''!. . ,', ,- . .', ", .' '.' '. 

At 0740Hf) "hs' 'Sco'l. .. ~ .. Snipar team opera\': iYlp, from Hill 51 t EIPotted 'I ve to iheir 
fX'Qi:lt in 'Vic n ;822100 The tsam opened f'izoG!, killi.'\,'1 the VCg "J:ihe body a!'l~ 
el'luipmsnt W21.'9 rs.eoVG~®do C;"uipme:nt ill.clu:ied i rifle !:Ddsl #53:. 1 p8lck D 1 pcmcno p 

1 Z'Flioooat p 25 rOUl.llci6 7062 ~t, Dnd !'ntiQ:nso rte::ru.l.ts 1>iare 1 VC KlA{C) 

Mi, 2;59E!1\I 8, pe:l:;ro], mamb,9-r of E=1 in vio 1m 563249~ o~se:fl';a<ll 3 11'0 r.:o'tl'ing east 
of hie posit i01!i: ~t a cll:ist~ce ot linQ mg'\;IDrSo He opened :Lire ~ml ObSGNarl 1 VC 
fell., .A p~trol l;7SS dispatchad to Ch3ck the area.., but f01!1Ad nothing undez 
il luminqt ion 0 p, patl:'ol the f'ollGl-rine; ··o.t'ningp f1..ow~nr'r!) round heaY3 blMd s;~ains 
Find drag~ksl> RSEiul"l;3,ll'el'e 1 VC V.U(p)o 

=5= 
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28 November 19(}7 

kt 1iOOlif) K=3 ps'lil!'ol e~hted 20 va movii'!g dOv-m a trail vic (YD 54024:;)0 
Artillexy mission was oalle.d.. X<=>3 oboorved diX'ect hits end va bodies f"l.vi.ng in 

~mto williAN 11 1ro rrn(e) ~d 4 10 KIA(P)o . 

~o .November 1967 

At 1900H. while mov:1n(; into an a1!l'l)u.sh site in vto (YD 442384), the point 
men of 1-1 hnara personnel approaohinp,o 'roe SIl':btw1, opend. firlflll Rnd observed 
tw- personnel jumping into a hedgerowo Illumination ,.,as t'er.plcsteail a eeat'ch 
~·o&.\'((;c.lc(!. ·1Jl4l0. YO KlA( 0), female II Elfie ;l} ,. ,,,ho hAd been trATlf;ipOrting rice", r\csult s 

,,!ere "1 1'0 KIA( c) .. 

... 
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1 Deceooer 1967 

At 2140iK-;; an ambush from I Comparw in vio (:ro 585250) noticad l!lOvat:lent ;0 to 
50 metere to their :front and :moving fJl,t1"S' from the Enmbusho '1'001 fired Et.71d (1!bsa~d 
2 VC hit and fall., A -I;horot!.gh &S'eJl'Oh 1.1'86 attempted l.mder Hlumina'hioR, but "'he 
terrain Has too (1if.fieuX"G III A search in the I!lorning z-eveeled. two large pools 01' 
blood, ba:ttle fu.oasE'lings a and drag m:-1rkSQ RaS1ll~9 t-Fere 2 va KIA(2)o 

4 December 1967 

At n5;llll~ in 'do (YO 603266) $I' -8 three man point i'rOlf! 1"'4 lorhich W'AS l:'lOving 1;0 
deml'oy a b80000 railbridge ~ reoeived f'iZ'e from 1 VO on ax-8ft Roou1; 200 meters 
awqQ l!~ire was Z'eturood~ And the VO :fsl1 on the ;;?:'aft!l hie rieapon fell into the 
river 0 A s3ccnd va opened f'i7.'s ft'om ~he bankfl and then e'~te;:rptlSd to recover the 
body on the raft (>' I:!e i'l8S tnken U!M'ter fire and f'el1 ii.'}:to the rii1Gl"a 'Ehree to f01.U:' 
va than opened .fire 1'rom the ban.k \'I And t1-J~ patrol :t:erlJu.med fir61 \I r.1oving Of! Q '.Phs e bOdies in the riwr ,,,ere u.nreooverable.. HasuJ,is l.rare 2 va KIA( 0)0 

7 Dsoornbsr 'J961 

At 1&.1,OH& '\o1h:i.1e operatil'l.g' in. the Co Bi=Thrm.h Tr.n Valle;,,, thIS BrAVO Conmand 
Group "dth Cumpmniss K and lo@ reoeived Rpproximataly ;0 rm.:mds rof incomlJ.r..g 82mm 
mortarSt curiTIig IS! ~5 to 20 minute psriodo Counter oortars :1nd gr.tillery t1Gl1N.l 
i'ilNlld from YD 5602;0 to YO 560 2;'5.. R~sulta \'rare 5 USJ;;(; ~1I1A (minor) 

10 Dacembi3X' 1961 

At 1600Ep lihUe oper8';ir;g in vic (YD 420313)~' 1=; .C!Sl'::!1S by sul'priaGi urpo~. &. 

group of' 7 lOr 6i irCo T%;7o 'i'jere captured i;:;mediSlt.ely~ ~.d the reS'G fled.. Ie.>; fili:'ed 
at them Rnd ll'ec~ i'Wld fire in retu..rno Three va were seen fallil[~ 9 but b®CaUISEi of 
Wle teXTsin find thE! burden of POW'~IS!) I"';; could not pursue" Ruey gl.~ .• '"1shipe wcX'0 
called.· on t~e emem,y ~ea and. provided goed coveregeo ~G'Jl.lta 'T·re '3 VC KIA(O)~ e j va KU(P) ~nd 2 VC POWoso . 

100 !.~o 

KIA 3 
\.fIA 49 

ve KIA(C) 
ve V:r.A(P} 
VC POi'! 

IND 'oJP1~S 
csw 

~6 

59 
2 

:2 
o 
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110 ,Mministrstive Hatter/! 

80 Sqnp,lz 
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• 
(1) He suppl,y of unit s providing security for Hill 51 and Hill 674 waS 

aooomplished by helicoptezoo ~oJhen the battalion waS operating in the 00 Bi=Thanh 'l'an 
And ltV Chanh areAs, reSll.!)ply waS acoomplisnad by helicopter And Otters!) 

b.. r'~QintenanQl 

(1) li'irst And aeconti echelon maintenance waS perforJ:led by bftttalion unit s. 
(2) Third echelon maintenance WAS perforrred by LSo/t'LSG-Ao 

0 0 :2;ea,tment of Ca.9!1t!ltasg ~'.t'v~eu8tion and Hot.Ri.taJ,.bation .. 

...... (1) All aaStl.,lties were treAte" in the field by compaI\T oorpSl1len and either 
weturned to duty or eVacuAted to A Led at Phu Bai. Gor10us call1alties ,-,ere 

furthp.r evaC11."!ted to 1lSA fit Da Nang or to hospitals outside of RVNo 

do Trnnaportatiop 

(1) l'rAfl!'!portat ion was provided by the ;l'hird iotor Transport Battalion 
thrOUgh the 1i'ourth ~-.;:)rinc Regiment (Se4) 0 

(2) nte to the overall tact ieal commitment III of the battalionp taetiQal 
r'tn. were f'rct"IUent<l Adl!linietrat iva rllne Hith organio vehicles ",ere held to a 
IJin1mwn.. 

e. Qqgmunioationa 

(1) Radio ... All battalion net s and Regim:mtal '1' AC net terminated in the 
coe bunker.. Contact with operating elements was niade possible through the use of' 
the Radio RelAY Stnt ion on HUl 6140 e (2) t/1re .. NormRl intra-battalion wire facUities were in use c'turing the 
ft)nth.. A trunk line direct~ conneot1ngthe 1)/26 coe to the Fourth ltarines COC 
aided ereatly in administrative BlIld tactics! ooramtmicatioMo' . 

(~) On 0p'rations in the ares it was found that normal antenna a.ooessories 
w'~re not capr>ble o.r trAnsmitting .from the lowland nnrl valley aI'aaS", 

to l'iedioAl ~alUAt ion. 

(1) Throughout Operation i~;OSIi09 the BAS remained Bl~ Camp l!.i7ansg t-!ith the 
eapAbilit,y of hand1~ all routine medical problems and perforrniQg minor surgi~al 
operations" . 

(2) The BAS did not h~ve the ~RoilitiGS for more extensive surgical c~a9 
an~ pet iemt e rerniring InRjOI' 3'Urg'SZ'Y ,vere evacuated to A""Ked s-t Phu BliL, 
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120 .§RQJli~...d.:~chnirlues." 

go During operations in the Co Bi"lI'hanh Tan flnd hy Chan area,s (24J-!Ov=nDec) $' 

the 'battalion 01) W"SlS located .in Camp .~'ljanso Co:Qr.'l/'lnd Group Bravo llith t~ rifle 
compaYlies Wf;S esta.:bliaht1d in the Co Bi",.'I'h;mh Tan Val ley 0 Con.rnnnd Grou,p Cl\S\EUe9 
with 'i:wo rifle oompanies, was established in the t,\y Chr.n area., The conoo'pt lU1S 

to oS'1:ahlieh base oampe in both a;l:'ea'H'! to affoI'd operatil1l;r eompAl1ies SOl"9 J7alief 
from the monsoon l-teRt hero The plnl11'led !;.-tOCkag9 object ivs at each basa camp \"a9 
·~O dayso J\l~ houp,h .the abovG orgAniza.t ion permitted t he Batt ali on Corr:mllnder to 
eX9l1:~:LS9 1.:1axi!~ltun. control over both CortlJsnd Grov;pa, it seriously dissb.~teti the Sl:a.f'f 
l'esoo.rc:es of the battaljono 

'1';0 Co,nmanders .Ai'IAl,ysia .. 

a.. P:cior"j;~ 24 Novenber? one company Vilas under the operational oontrol of 
another batt alion snd the remainder of the bat talion was cOI!llllited to ti he defense e;:r Ca.mp .l!:vans" Rough Rider securi"tY9 ~md srtllad sized seCtU'ity de'tails" ~lhel'af.ol'G!1 
no cant inuir.:.g operat ions were conductedo Du:r.ing the pEn-loa of 24. November to 
13 December!1 the .entire battalion \OlaS deployed in search Slid destroy operations 
"lhich vlere h:ighly sucoessful" 'rhe S"J.coess is attributable t<) deploying rifle 
companies in Aoa s for e.n indefinite period of tiDoo '.l:he AOtl~ uere deliberately 
locRted in known ene1Tjy' ares.s of infiltrationo The miss:.ton OJ' (~ach company 1fiaS to 
saturate the AO "lith patrols and ambushes.. Since per30nnel l)eoa!ne as fFltl:Uiar 
l'1it~ the tell.'1.'ain a.s the I9neIn"J., slJ .. ccesaes began to multiplyo 

'00 The concept of e~tabliah1ng Commf.mo Groupe ·~o control t,fO rUl<s companies 
ann to establish base CI3Inps h89 msr1tin theory!> but in fa<::t, proved ~re of til. 

burden t'hPon an assatO)lii:li;p@ri<imoe pro'Vec1 thi-lt suert a concept ~.d tile folicmil'lg 
disaovsntar,es~ . 

(i) I~i; seriously diss1'lpated the Staff resources of the baital:ion-o 
(2) It tied 0.1"..6 rifle company to the task of building a. base ca1!!p and 

Asec:u..t'ity fol' tM CornmAnti Gr01.i.po . 
.., (3) The baae camp 'l-ras static in nptuxs and did not afford the ad1!ant a.'1'19 

of Tllobilityo· . 
. (4) Severe nO!lsoon ,"Emther (ie<1""~O J.l'1ys of heavy cold rail"'!) pl.'ohibi'ced 

logistical SlIl.;1port of "~h.e base camp as originally ~)lannedo At no time did the b~i.Sr3 
camp reach its stocke.ge objective of 10 dayso In fact~, Stlbsistence levela of 
Cl~ss I and If '!,tere only a"feoted by emergency rew~)pl.yo As. a result:, th.e-blase CfJ,r;p 

did nc>t afford protection from adva:rse mo~!SOQ~ ':-1eathexo rphe reslllt tol'aB R. El."'rkea 
rt0creRoe in efficiency 119 Monsoon casualties betT,an to take a heavy toll in personnel 
and €I~ipmeElto 
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ao That Camp l!."'vane be u.tilizad to rota.te operating oompanies durWg' II'JOneoon 
wea.ther~ rather than build baGs camps in the fieldo 

b.. That rifle companies operate in independent AO-8 S , without th;~ imposition 
of a Co'GlIlt"lnd Group 0 

00 T}uJ'(; rifle companies establish mobile patrol basasll insteRd of static 
base oampso 

do That the gI'OW'ld commlmtiers of ,each Regimental 1.0 estnblieh and prollIU.lgate 
regtl1ations for the employment of hoUooptsJf'S", 

e.. That the current reglllations which :t'9l1triot employment of JYia2.~:ine Ibl:iDoptera 
su!>por"ti.,of ground troops in Vietnam be Z"savsluat0Qo 

}'!: Jj£.~ 
Ho 1 .. M.illi!6RhAU 
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