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PART I

ORG ANIZAIONAL DATA

ATk .

DESICHATIONS

33 Battalion, 26%h larines

SUBORDINATE UNITS

B&S Comneny
Company I
Compeany K
Company L
Company M

2. SLAFF O7FICERS

Execubive OfTicer
Soi/f ad jutant

Perss:nel 08%icer
Sw=3

5.3
S=4
Comm Officer

DECLASSIFIED

COIIEAN DisB

15Col Ho Lo ALDEREAN (4-~31Dec6T)

LARDIZABAL, Jr (1=31DecbT)
H, DABNEY éamamem
JasiR Jr (1-31Dec6?

Do CALP Jz (1=31Dec67)

Jo GIL4CE Jr {1-31Dec67)

Capt A.
Capt We
Capt No
Capt Ro
Capt Jde

Maj Jo Mo LOUGHRAN (4<34Dec67)
18815 Ro POST Jr, {1<20Dsc67)
1oti% 8o Jo PAURAZAS (21-31DecbT)
15t It R. POST Jo {23~3%1D0chT)
Capt Co Po KIMWEY (1-2DecbT)

Capt Ao LARDIZABAL Jr (3=31Dec57)
Maj Fo Po GAULFLSLD (9-35Dec67)
igtIs Jo Ao BRAGE (1=31Dec67)
Capt Do Ao RCBIRTS (4-31DectT)

Supply Officer 2ndlt ko o ECKiAUd (1-31D2067)

lotor Transport Officer 2ndlt Ko WOODS (4=34Dec67)

Fegical OfTicer . % Ro Yo HUPCHLIR, USH (4=5Dec67) .

6 e Jo PALV 4HSCGIN, USN (6=31Dach7)
3, AVARAGS LONPHLY STREIGTH
SHG UsSH QPHER

OFF 2L oFF EL OFE INL
41 1158 2 59 0 1

NG LOSURE (1)
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PART X1
NARRATIVE SUKKARY

The narrative guwmery eontalins only najor evonite of sotivity o the baltalion
during the month of Degomber. From 1 %o i3 Decembsr, the battalion was assisned the
mission ¢f condueting ecarenh gnd destroy operstions in tho Co Bi<Thanh fan end ky Chanh
areag. Un i3 TDecerker; the battalion left for Dong Ha to chop cperational control to
the Ninth Yarimes, but the battalion wes only there a fow hours before tactical
econmitment o foresd imslinte trassportation Lo Khe Hanh,

From 1% %o 25 December, the battalion’s nission was %o conduct sesrch and destroy
operaticns in the Khe Sann 40, Iuring that time, the batt:lion deployed o a suspacted
hesvily concontrated onery sres on and asround Hill 918, XD 726444 and Hill 862 vie
XD 717447, but was uneble to engace the eneny duzing ¢t tome.

From 2% $0 31 Docerber, the battaliom provided the dofenae for Hills 861 and
8815, Company K was on Hill 861, and Company I on Hil1l 8815, Company U remsined on -
Rogimntal Heserve, and Cocmpany b provided security for the iefenss pevimeter of the
¥he Sanh Conhet Baseo

1 Docombor 1967

4 21408, an ambuch from Co I in vic (YD 585250) noticed movemsmt 30 to 50
meters to the front of and moving awey £oom the gmbushs  Thiy fired and observed 2
¥C hit and £ali, 4 thorough sesrch was &' Sempled under iila .dnetion, but the terrain
wng $00 aifficult,. A search inm the morning rovealed twoe l.wge pools of blood, bativlc
dreseings, ond deag mrrks. Results wepe 2 VO KI4(P)-

4 Decembax 1967

A 135%H, in vic 603206, a three men point frow I=4 vhich was moving to dostroy
a bambeo rrilbridres received fire Prom 1. VC on a za™ sbout 200 moters away. Mire
vas returned, mad the man fell on the paft,; his weapm felling into the rivers A
secoad VC opened fire fron the bank,; and them atierpied to rocover the body om the
rafts He was fired at, snd fell into the rivers Thrie to four VC then opsned fire
from the hank, and the petrol veturned fire, moving crs Tre patrol was wunshle to
recover the bodies. Results were 2 VO ¥12{C)o : s

T Recsylex

4 16408, while operating in the Co Bi-Thank ¥gn falley, the “B" Command Croup
with companiee X snd Ly received approximately 50 roumls of incoming 82mm lortars
over s 15-20 mimute period. Countér mortars and artillery were fired from YD 56023%0
to YD 56023%, Reeoults were 5 USKC WIA (minoz).

.mB"S’
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10 Deconher 1909

A% 1600H, vhile operating in vic (YD 420373}, I3 came by murprise upon s greup
of 7 ox 8 V0, Two were captured immedintely, and the rest fled, I3 Pired at them
end ther returned fire. Three VC wore scen falling. Becauze o' terraln, burden ofp
FOW'sy I-3 could not pursue.. Huey eunships wore celled on the tiery aves and provided
good Goverags. Nesults were 1 VC KIA(C), 3 VO XIa(P) and 2 VC .

13 Decembar 1967

On 43 Dacember, Companias K, L and M moved by convoy to Dong s and Shey by
helicopter %o Kne Sanh; nnd Company I moved to Khe Sanh the followin: éayo

22 Dacerber 1967

& 06%0H, g ligrine from K=3 trisned an Fe2?6 grenade in the vie (XD 752441). The
unit corponan adninistered immedinte trestment and requested an emergmey medevaco
4 few ninubes later, the request was changed to routine becsuse the injured man had
diedo Resmilts were 1 USMC Klk '

24 Dacenber 1967

B 4400H, all Compeniss were notificd of a truce that was to extend from 1800%
24 Dagerber, to 1800H 25 Dsgetber. Thare were to be no combat patrols, no HEL fires
no ambughes, only local patrols and LP’s would be conducted. All ememy sightings vere
to be reportade - : o '

%4 Dacewber 1967

. & 446K, all Companies were notified of a truce that was to extend from 16800H

%9 Decenber, to G600H, 02 January 1968, There were tc be no combat patrols, Mo H&I
fires, no arbuches, only local natrols and 1P’ vwould be condusted. 411 emery sightings
were $o0 be reperted. ' o

wde
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SENUEITIAL LISTING OF SIGKIFICAND HVENTS

F:n
y

fe COMBED KISSIONS ASSIGNED

4s Trom 1 50 15 December, the mission of the 3@ Battalion, 26th Yarines was
to conduct miti-corpany search and destroy operations im the Co Bi=Thanh Tan
(YD 56%246) sna liy Chenh ereas {¥YD 442396)-

2, From 13 $0 2% Dpcenber, the miesion of ths battalion was %o conduot search
and destroy operations in the Khe Sanh 20,

3. From 25 to 39 December, the miseion of the batteiion was o provide defense
for Hills 367 and 8875 and have one compény on st-ndvy ae Regimental Reservso

Bo CASUANLIES
Friendly Casualties

Kia 2
Wi 28
TCLAL 30

C. COEIAND RELATIOLS

9. With Hisher Units. From 1 to 13 December, the battalion was under the
peratlonal control of the 4th Harines at Camp Hvans and from 14 to 37 December
under the 24th Merines at Khe Saab,

2. ¥ith other Marine Unitgs

2o &t Cemp Bvans and Khe Sanhs close ligison was mmmained with infantry
battalions operating in adjacent swees.

b, For the defense of Hills 861 ‘and 8813 from 25 to 3? Tecerber, the
following unite were under the battalion‘®s op@rational centml-

Pet, Bbry Gy istBny, 1%th I,Larines '

Dot Scout/Sniper Plt, Hqle, 26th I*:armea
Dot ; Scout Dog Team, 1&3?, LEP Bn

Det, & Co, 3d SP Ba (HST)

Det, 19t Plt, Go 4, 38 ingr Bn

3, With ARTN/PF/RF ity
2o Vhile st Canp Bvane,; the battaiion malmbained close d:v.::@ct lirisom

with loesl Tistnausse Forces; which provided imbslligence dats which was agad
fremently in establishing ambushes and plenning patrol opergtions.

ENCLOSURE (1)
\ ) m-ﬁsn ’
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. GO B JI‘!ICE\TIOE‘JS « BLECTROIICS
i Camp Bvens

i Homspge Conters 411 mosssge traffic was picked up at or del:. wered 40
the Fourth Marines Messnge Combter. Digbribution was not changeda

2. Rpdig. The fwe comi~nd groups terminated thelr own tasctical net. gt
their commend postge. The battaliom tsotical net terminated in ths COC and “ed heth

commané groups on ik, Normal supporting grms vadic nets wors also opsratad.

%« Wirse HNorma! imtva-battalion wive facilities wore in usee In addition,
three trunklimes £rom 3/26 to 4th feriness /9 and 3/12 were usilized. Direc! hot) ines
f:'/'om the 3!’26 GOC %o the 4th Xe,rl.ﬂes Cw and 1/9 G0C,; and from the 5/)6 P8CC 1o Lhe
3/12 FOG,

£ ¥Xhe Sgnh

te Menssge Cenber. The 3/26 messoge center opened on 13 Becaxrher, with ©3hp
Mgrines nolding the 3/2‘5 traffic, snd distribution remsining the same.

2o Radico Afil battalion tactical nets ternminated at the 3/26 C0C, Normal
supporting arme zadio nets were also cperniedo “then the battalion moved to the fien
for operations, the radio retransmisecion site on Hill 950 was used to relay 1e8IngsH

%o ire. 0On 19 Decenber. normal wire frcilities wers. estnbhshed at Khe Sznhe
Toro trunklmes were ubilized from 3/26 to ?éth Marines snd Hzll 881S vie radio relay.,

E. FIE SU.'PORT

fe Comp Yveng. From t December to 15 Decomber. the batbalion was supported by
3dBn, 12th Marines. The FSCC conducted normal operations. HAI's were fired based
on inbelligence repords and rmp reconmi ssanca. Numerous fire misaions wero called
agsinst sighted VG/NVA. _

2o Khe Spnh, From 'm to em‘berg the bBattalicn was saoported by tne 15&3119
13%h Marinese During tha hmisaiwm g operntion to Hills 948 and 8562, preparatory
fires were employeds as, well as sereening and orienting nisgsions called fur by the
FO teams. Qubeeqaent the oper-tica, the FSOC conducted normal operations.
B&kL®g vera fired by the bsttalion, brged on intelligence from the Regimontal S-2 and

SB 5 Q
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Fo 4£IR SUPPORT

1o Ale_Defenge. No emeuy asrial activity was encounteved during the month
of Decombsr,

2. Alx %gnggﬂg},o

a. Fixed Wing = Four flightwu (8 aircraft) mads airstrikes in the Co Bi
Thanh Tan Velley in ew,port of the baitaliom.

b« Hellcopber

é-i) A total of 35 personnsl weve medevacedo

2) A total of 250,880 1bs of equipment were transported, end 2003
persornal were moved for tnctical deploymntse _

§3§ 0 's were used as necded. 3

4) Cormemd snd eontrol £1i hte wore utiliged as necessary to familiszize
unit conmenders with terrain.

Go ADNINISTRATION

40 HNo major administretive difficulties were encountersd during the period
onvered by this reverts Battalion lew:l personnel g~counting contimusas to be very
erfective. During the reporting periol the Battalion So1 was separated from the
battalion for sbout a week to 10 daye mt this did not cresfe any seriocus admmistrative
protlemse

Ho FERSCHNEL

1. During the month of Decembe', the battalion joined four officers and 216
enlisted, while three officers and 13 enlisted were transferreds Che officer and
22 enlisted were reassigned out of cuntry by service records as the result of
medical evecuation. Three enllsted were reassigned out of country due to melibers
of their immediste family servinz ji R¥N,

e ENCLOSURE {1)
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I, INPELLIGNCE

Yo Summeryo

ae Vesther - 4% Camp Nvens, the meximum temersture was 819 the mimumm
vas 59% Avernge rolstive mmidity wes 894 precipitetion total was 10o7"$ and
vinds averaged 5 knots from the northvest.

& Xie Sanh, the xnaxixmm tomperature was 79°%, the mimdmum wae 53°%. Average
relative humidity was 92% a3 total precivitation was 3.00% and winds svera.ed 11 knotg
from the rorth.

Bs '“ex'rain

(1) Tho area nround Camp Kvans is characterized by coas%alp lowlang
pleins which are mostly poerly drained rics cultivation aress, Hlevation rarely
exceads 35 £4, except im the southern portion of the 40 where the olevation risss
tharply to heights of 600-=T700 meters. The vegetation consigis moatly of low shrubs
snd buahes. 4s the elovation rises ?she vegotation is chazacterized by dense jungle.

(2) The terrain in the R'he Sanh aves is very irvogular with elevations
everaging around 800 medexsy e vepetation comsiste of 6-8° high elephant grass
on the hilltopg and very. ﬂanse jum.gle in the valleye which mskes for very poor
fraffiosbil ity,

Co. ﬁven w2s of Approach

(1) The main avenues of approach in the Camp .vans sres are the Hoa Iy .
trail rurning through Camp dvangy tha railrond tracks running to the east of Camp
Bvans in. g northvesterly direction, the Song O Ho River valley lesding genorally east
into the Song Bo River valleyp, end *hs trail syqtems througheut the Xom Phn le -
¥om Bo Dien complex (YD 5634). :

, (2) In the Khe Semh 40, there a-e two avemues of approsch from the
northwest. One orosses the leog/Weng Tri border at XD 6653, contimes dm-m tho
vallaey to the Rivieras Do Rag an, then follows the river down to Route #9. The
other crosaes the horder at "XD 6646 and contimes along the ridgeline to hill 6848
Route # 1s the major east-west avenues of approach across the A0, From the southeast
the approach is the Do Krong Valley which enters the A0 gt YD 0035 and continues
nerthwest to Route #9 at XD 9241. 4n approassh from the nartheast enters the A0 at
é[D 8554 311!1 runs southwest mlong the Xhe Xa Bal River to a point north of hill 558

k4] 8245

P

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

P

&gﬂ’. ‘

w
=
L
epyr=ceR

E

BECLASS!
-

2, Epnomy Situstion.

*féf

a, The enemy contimued to harass friendly units in the Camp Hvens AQ with
the use of bocby trsps, mines end occmsional sniper fire. The enemy contimued to
iafiltzrete foodstuffs into ths mountain south of Hill 67d.

T Bo In the Khe Sgnh areay the only cnemy incidents were two probings of
i1l 861, . .

3 o Ih’lCiﬂggﬁ; 1)

2o Numercis sightings of the enemy were msde during the first part of Dscewbsr
especiplly in the Co Bi-Thank Tan Valley. Nost of these sightings were of amall
groups of 3-5 enemy, with a few lazmer sightings of from 20=30. As the pebrolling
in the valley becams wore intense, many booby traps were tripped, inflicting iniury
on geveral marinmes. The nmost significant incident occured on 7 Deceiber, when "BY |
Commend Group received approximetely 50 incoming rounds of 82mm hortsrs.

b. Incidemts in the Khe Sanmh area were limited %0 a few sintinga of erall

groups of the eunemy. a few dightings of lights at niht and two probing incidents
of hill 86%.

do Cumpletive Totals

8. Vneny peraonnel losssos?

KIA(G% 18
KIa(p 41
Detainees 20 POW (VC) 3

bo Inenmy equipment lossegs

Ind Wons 3
Cs ';\l'pmle 0

Jd. CIVIL ATTAIRS

7o ‘me to operstional cocmit i:nbn, there were nc Civil Affairs conducted
during the month of December.

K. DSYCHOLOGICAL CPERAPIONS

1o From 1 %o 4 Dscerber, the 4%h HB team from the Emlthe Psyﬂps Co continued
broadcasts in the ky Chanh area (YD 4438). Broadcaste were in comjunction with
“infantry search and destroy wmissions in that area.

2. Om 2 Dscember, while on a sweep with “L" Compeny (vic YD 447486} AP tean
detained three wonen snd two men. One of the womsn was om ths blacklist. Ml five
detainces were turned over to and interrogsted by Uy Charh Headunrterao

TIrn
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Lo ILORISPICS

i Genersls logisticel support was satisfnctory during the momth of
Decenber. Thers wera no najor problems in obtaining basic sunplies, trangpoxtation
or fond morvice. ' ' '

2, General Surplies. CGenerazl supplies were sdequate exospt for supply of
Efwﬁ()@/ U vattorics, end g chort supnlr of certainm boot gizas.

30 Trengpertaticn. Setisfactory service andtzansporistion was firnighed by
oh Fotor Tramsport. Due to the ovwerall commikment of $he Yastalion, tsctical
Tung were not necessarye Administritive runs were hsld to : minimum,

4o Resmoplye A% Xhe Semb, a1 Pesurply was conducted by helicoptexs

5. Hainftensnue Sunpawio Falrtenance surport was furnisha by PL5G=4, Phu Bai.
Service was gatisfactory.

6o _Qednancs Swivert. Urdnsnes sunport was provided by LSG-2, Pl Bai.

7. Food Service., The Bacticrl and monils sibusbion of the hattaliva,
iimited food service. ‘

co. Thig unit subsizted in three field ma2ss halls. Twentyetiuli Marine
Regiment , 15308, 138% Tawinss ond tuiln, 26th Hgrines. :

Bo This unit conzured one ot megl per day, in iie sbova listed Tield
mess hallse The fecd was sdequate 14 euantity and qualiiy.

D 23, CLOSTRE {1}
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¢{5) Yerrain preclufdod moteting the companies fmbo $ho bess camp. I was
egnior to rotate the coupanios to Camp Svans for a "Drying Out" period. Foreovewr,
Cern Zrons had foeilibties for thig purpose that ecould mot be duplicated in the
£icld. Ia fact, the bigsest euccess during %the period, occur:d after the My Chanh
base comp was dicodiablighed, Compeny I was rotated %o Cavp Svans for a pericd of
5 dayes- fopr presunel ond equipment rehebilitation. Then, Company I was aBsigned
to the My Chanh area, and in two dsys killed 4 VC and captured 2. The adverss
effect of severe nonsoon weather on troops and eauipment is attested to by tne
£act that prior to their rotetion to Camp Hvans, Compsny I medevaced over 46
paraornel for emsrgion fook. All of them wers evacuated on the Tth or 8th day
ef %hs opxrat ionp, even though every precaution was teken by wmit leasders to svoid
vesther casualiies. In this regesrd. experience indiceted thot sist days is the
mazimm period of $ime that troops can be expossd to severe monsoon wegther
without a nnrked decreass in comdal offectivensss. Hxperience alse Indicatsd thet
e drying out period of three days is su"ficient 1o restore troops and equipment
$e full duty.

.’ Co. Amhmwa the total Lonmage of smipment and number of perscnnel transported

by helicopter io Auymoocive (papaseaph 5c), helicopter support during Operation
o JDS!?O was not t::a‘a'ty Tomonnive o the ground cormander. An essential elemsnt

oD euedaqn An eounbern guerilla wva~fare is ewployment of s reaction forse im g
tiua}y mamer. During NIOSK, helicopters had to be fregge&. 48 hours in advance.
Ju pddition, squadeon regelabtions prohibit landing in s zone unless it iz szoure.
The definition of sscure has been strictly interpreted to nean surxounded by
friendly persannel. Such regulatmns gre overly restrictive. On rany occassions
the eneny was obesrved in the open less than 3,000 meters from Camp itvens and loss
than 1,500 moters from friendly outposts. The onlyrecourss the comMander had was
t0 reauest eﬁtﬂlw and mortar fire, since tarralin prohibited timely denloyment
of g reaction force by surface mesnse On one occassion, a company cormsnder
obgervad eleven VG in the open during &. vigit to Hill 5%, He dispstchad a platcon
$o the Camp Jvana_l_z Within 5 ninutes the platoom was ready o board helicopters
which were in the L%, Howaver, %hp pilot stated he was not sllowed %o land in an
ungecured zone, sven though the terrain was flat, open and undey osheservation fronm

. Hill 51, & request for additionsi helicopters was Qisapppoved becavse it wam %%

- fragsed 48 hours in advance. W is obvious thet such a gituation ig wnaceeptnble
as it resulls in missed opportunities to dofeat the evemy wherever and vhenever
sightede In chozt, Marine Helicopter ,vort has not Been responsive to the nesds
of thig dbettalion. Unless the present tread is reversed, the emtirs @oncept ef
Marine Air Smpom’c could be placed in serious jeopardy.

}0=
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Mo BEDICAL = DAINTAL

§o Pergonnel. This Battalion Aid Stab ion had & total of 63 personnel. These
congigts of 61 Hospital Corpsmen, one Fedical Officer end one Chapl_a'im

2. Cenebilitiog, This BAS was capable of treating sll minor rodical and
gurgical problems, Patients requiring more extensive eare werc. evacuated to the
38 Meddcal Battaliom in Phu Bei or Tong Ba, One tronical hardback was used for
treatment and gurgical problems, one for the Noctors Office and one for the Corpsusn
"artersg, while the battalion was at Camp ivans. - At ¥he Sanh, a tent was used to
sat up the BaS. ' c K

Se S!inplv; Kedieal sunilies were obbained from FLSU2 at fhu Baio

4o Denkal. 'There were no facilities for demtal care at the BAS, Patients
. Teauiring limited care wore referred to the Begimental Aid Statlon for treat-ent,
© Patient e requiring extengive dental care were evaoated to the 3d leilical Battslion.
. 5. Halaris Prophylaxzige Chlorogquine-Priraquine tablets vere taken once a week
on Sunday, with meais. This battalion had three confirmed malaria cases snd four
probeble cases in Dacember, | :

6o Spnitation. Sanitation reports were rade weckly to the Battalion Co ronders

7o Stabistigs: The following vers the statistics for the period begi:ning
10867 and ending 31D8aé7.

¥ OPHSRS - TOTAL

DIAGNO3IS R T K L_

BURKS 0 0 0 ¢} 0 0 0
INPICT IONS 19 12 432 21 12 e 76
DIARRHTA 6 e 5 10 3 0 28
LACETA I0NS 2 7 2 4 ki 0 10
FUO 3 y 0 i 0 0 3
COLD3 5 7 9 5 3 0 29
DEiT AL 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 e
RASH 3 24 19 10 14 0 70
30£2031 DISORDIRS 0 1 ) 0 0 0 y
iADACHAS 0 0 1 3 0 0 4
GYES i 2 1 3 0 0 7
POOT DISORDIRS 8 46 24 8 1 0 84
BACK DISOIDERS 1 2 2 1 T 0 7
KNEE DISONDERS 5 0 1 2 3 0 7
CTHERS o 3 0 0 0 0 0 3
FALARIA 3 0 0 ) 0 0 3
POT ALS 5% 100 73 68 38 0 332
XIA 0 0 q 1 0

WIA 5 9 6 4 3

e
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Ne TRAINING
The following treining was conducted during Deceuber:

1o QOrientation. Persormel joined as replacements during the month received an
orientgtion to Vietnam from the Battglion Command em

2. Fgmiliarization and Zero Fiting of Porsonal Wespons . All personnel joining
the baltgiion in December fired their M-16's for familiasrizgtion, and all personnsl whe
had not zeroed their weapona, did s, Perasonnel issued o45 cel pistols were =1so

reqired to fam-fire their weapons.

3; Hosvital Corpemen received on the job training under the supervision of the
Fedical Officer end the Chief Hospital Corpsman. Classes wers held by the ledical v
Officer giving additional instructions on field medical techninues and disgnostic cars.

4o All personnel joining the battalica in Descember were given a thorough
familigrization with mines and booby $traps: In addition, persornel were shown the
various types of warning signg which the VG'NVA use $0 warn of mines and boob: traps.

=12 HiGLOSURE (1)
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PAT IV
SUPPORT THG DOGU: 25/ o

te The falloving meosages and orders governed tha sctivily of the batlalion
during ths monthd _ _

fe Fourtn bapines Opdnder 55-67

bo Fourth Favies OpOrder 57«67

2. HNinth berines 1102307 BUGLT

dn  Tuenby-Sixth Favines 1400202 DIGsY

go Tourth rarinee 140807 DASST

Fo Pyenty-Siath ¥avine 1411007 TEGET

go  Twenby-Sixth Farines 1412527 DECST

he Tueniy-Sixth ¥erinss 1515052 DECET

ie Ty nty-Sixth ¥arines 1705307 DECSY

Jo  Twendy-xth Macinee 2511042 DECST
ca  Tuensy-Sizth lgrines Oplrder 15-67
ie  Tuenty-Sixih Nawines Updrder 19-67
Ao, Tusmbpra3igth Fgvinee (plrder 2067
ne Tuwsnty-Sixkh Harines Uplrder 2187
ve Twenby-Sixth Navineg Oplrder 22-67
Pe Third fn, fwenly-Sixth Berines OpCrder 50<67
qe Third Bn, tVenty-Sixth lseines Oplrdss 11-67
2o Third Bn, Twenty-Sixth Herines Oplrder §2-07

Relded 1 0 AfaRpT (Op 4 NESSHD)
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. HEADYUARTERS
38 Battalion, 26th Marinesn
..3d Yarine Division (Rein), FI'F
| FFO San Francisco 96602

v

' 3/WVC/ vl L
TG pia (B oo
'(.ngé/'\b Ser : 003409768
—— -‘-Ei 439800EJenb8
mnﬁ OF __4 CGPIES:
Fromt Cormandine Officse : — N

Tos Cormonding Genersl, Third FarDiv - s
Vig: Commanding Officer. Foursh Larines '

72[§

Subj: Combat After Actiom Report (U)

..Refi‘ {a) Kape: VIEPHAE, Series L7044, 150,000, theets 6442 I1, 6441 I, 6741 IV
6442 II1 _
- {b) Third NarDiv 101 (V) 4-67
Third herdiv O FO 2000.28 icoz)
Third ¥orDiv € FO 2000,.2F (COI)
Third MarDiv O PO 2000.4C (COx SOP)
) Third MarDiv O 3400.1C {Operation Reports)
) Fourth Barines 340100% OCTS7
) Fourth Farines 310635% OCT6T
)} Pouxth Narines 3406372 OCT67
) CG; Third MarDiv 3107012 CCTE7
; Fourth Harines 0415007 NOVET
Feurih Marines 041501% NOV6Y
m) 2dBn, ?6th Merines 0702307 NOVET
) CG, Third MarDiv 210929% il3787
; Fourth Farines 1414452 HOVET
Fourth larines 1507102 KOVET
) Fourth Marines 160610% BOVEY
) Fourth karines 200610Z NOVET
; Fourth liarines 2101302 NOVEY
Pourth bLarines 291036% KOVET
; Fourth larines 951445% NOVET
J CG, Third lierDiv 260815% NOVAT
)
)

(0rrsozn wdo) 1dpery

Fourth herines Oplrder $57-67
Ninth karines 1102302 DuC67
DOWKGRADE AT 5 YSAR INTERVALS
DECTL.ASIIFIED AFTER 42 YEARS

ICD INSTRUCTION 5200010

cory ] ovl3 copas .

E92 ozg ci-roN/
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1o Goge Meme, Operation NZOST0, a Seexch and Destroy Operalion.

2. Dotes of‘ ration. 04000 1ENovST - 130530HDses]

2 Locgtimn@ Phong Dienf Ygtrict, Quang Tri Provinee, RVN

4o Tags Oceanizstione

URIT_DESIGHATION GO: & ANDER
24 Battaliom, 26th igvines LsCol He Lo ALDIREAER (9Mov=13DechT)
H&S Company ; Capb Jo Jo CILECE (4-281ov6T )
Capt Ao LARLIZABAL (28Nov=1300g67.)
Company I ‘ Kal Fo Po CAPIBLD {9-23NovbT)
_ ‘ Capt Yo Ho DAY (23lov=13DachT )
Company K = Yaj Jo Ro BROY Jr (1-22MovéT7)
Capt Mo Jo JASYR J (22Hov-13DectT)
Company L Cap% Ro Do CAud (13»0%13%@6?)
Company M Capt Ao LAWDIZAAL (1-28Mov67)

Capt Jo Jo GLLitF {28Nov—$3DecET)
50 Supperting Forces,

a. JArtillery Sunnert

{1) During Operation N205M0, 3dBn, ?Gth harines was nmder tne operational
control of the “ourth lagrines

{2) Two 105mm &)witzer batteries and two Provisional 155mm Hovifser
batteries of the 3dBn, 12th Marines, supporied Lhe battalion Juring tha operation.
A1l cells for fire were cleared at the Tourth harinee Regt FS(C.

(3) &etillary was empioyed sgainst emety perscnel, enemy burnka: »nd
tunrel complexes snd sgainst suspected snemy pousitions. At nizht, HSI {ires were
emlcyed t0 cover i‘rie_an&ly troop movements and defensive positions, snd illauninetion
was available upon renuest.

bo Izagked Vehicle Sunpors,

(4) On the 3zd and 4th of Decenber, the ba':‘t‘ualion Wés cesupplioc in the
£igld by a platoon of Otters from the Third Fotor Trenspord Battv-‘lzi_.qnc

/i
|

=2a ‘
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(1) Air support was requegted by the ALO through the Fourth Merines AlQ.
During Operation EOSHO:

{2) 45 parsonnol were nmedevaced

(t) 515 persounel and ?57,"10 pounds of equipment were transported
by helicopter.

{e¢) 16 command and conbrol flights vere ubtilized to familisrize uait
cormanders with terrain.

(&) Five fiights {10 ajrcraft) made fizmed wing airstrikes.

5. JIntellirenca

ae Terrain. Hills 51 and 674 axe the key terrain feabures in the #0. The
main obstgcle in the avea is the Song O Ho River snd its numerous contributing
. giroams, espaciglly north of Hill 51 and -ecouth -of Camp ‘vange. After heevy rains
these beocome impagssable except in a few plsces, There is no significant cover im
the area other than a few buildings in the Co Bi<Thonh Tan Fres-Fire-7ome. rhe
conceslment is gonerglly good, congisting mainly of low brush snd bushes and
seversl greas where trees are in groups. The contributing stresms of the Song O Mo
River is g uniformly gocd strebeh of heavy vesetaticn om hoth sides of the etraans,
offering ezxcellent concenlment. Observation from Hills 51 and 674 is excellent,
but observetion ig limited from Camp Svenso The main gvemies of spproach arve the
Hoa My Trails; run ing through Cemp .Jvanas, the railroad tracke running to the east
of Cump Bvems in a northwesterly directiom, the Song O Hpo River draining fron the
Co Bi=Thanh Tan Valleyg and the trail system throughout the Xon Phw Is-Yom Bo Dien
compiex (¥D 563%),

b Jnemy Situgtion

(1) Significant enemy activity: Ineny moverent was characterized by
. movement s of small groups of sbout 3=5 pecple. ‘There was much movelent, probably
trangportation of foodstuffs through the Co Bi-Thenh Tan Valley and then up to
the northeast of Camp tvene along the Song Be River. There was very little if
any probing of the Camp dvans perimeter dquring Operat iom H.08H0,

{2) Indications show that there sre %wo main force compenies locabed
near Hill 674, & squad of guerillas in the Ap Fho m"ﬁ!mﬂp Hien 41 grea snd g s-uad
in the Phu Is=¥om ‘o Dlen redo

co tng Activit
(1) sightingas: The majority of sishtings were mede by pabrols in the

Co Bi=Thanh Tan Vglley snd the ly Chanh area. Nost of the groups siphled were small
shouwi 3=5 paople with » few large groups of 20-30 people also sighteds

=3= | \
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(2) Mines and Boobytraps: Keny wizes and bochy txeps vore Found in the
50, The KG Ecouss vere very helpiul in finding booby trepas, but many others were
trinped. eawlliing in Many friendy WIAfg, .

(3) Tectient ks Y0 comiinued %o herass frichdly troops with the uss
of mimen and bochy trgpes mirsr fire and mortar attackse They slso eveided comtsct
et 211 exbremess

Po [igeiome During Opovatien SEOSHO, from 4-21 F¥ovemtar, the battslion’s gseignsd
mission a3y e ppovids ~scurily and perimeter defenss for Camp deanee Bill 5%

{Rems OF vic YD 547287) ca¢ R-dio Retrnnemission Site on ELl1 675 (YD 516219);
rovide seecurify for &40 Comesruction Teams: drily rosd sweeps, legirsntal stez
Point . and Rovgh Rigems, as poquireds to maimbsin one platoon on 15 nimute slert

oo Sperrov Hawk for peinforgernemy of District Headmerters of Phong Dien, Tmong Slen,
Hoong Tlem and Fuong 'fraj %o conduct patrols snd search and destzoy operntions in
azsimned A0 with avaaladlo forces.

om 2) Tovemyelr UL2 BaLSoLitnc role in the Operationm wes cancelled. Che dsttalion
ersimed o0 condust ceargi and -Aestroy opersbions from 24 Hovember to 13 Iecstber
in the sress ¢f Ky Chgnh ané O Bi-Thanh Tan Valley.

. zrom 21 t¢ 23 Moverker, the battalion was in Dreparstion fur Operation COVE,
bt

8 Concepi_of Operohiomss . -

8o Cenermia _‘-;bbm 1 %o 21 Hovetber, t"e battalion rovided security for Camp
Ewana, HiAl 51, E9312 &74, 10B-Congtruction Yenna, Regimental ster Pcint, and
Reugh Ridews, as rocunirsd. with two rifle compeniss, The remaining available forcss
wareeusiliged 5 ooivessive . gmpll uait patrols and sesxch and detzoy operaticrna.

% 23.3c 23 Uyradunry the battalion prepared for Opersiion COVE, but the
s - ot

¢n’s parv of the Tission vas cancsileds From 24 rovezber to 13 Tocedbers
2 Tothallion conduetad ‘ssareh and destrov operstions im $he Co Bi-=Thamh Ten
Uglior and Wy Chm FPE0a

Bo For the p@gﬁt@e‘he’---ﬂsfana@ at Canp “vons, supporting units included @

2ndP1t{-), Btry D, 4/44%h ity
Co C{=), 34 Tank Ba

&) B%a v 3¢ g In

-I?-'lﬁt = ] GOGQ 3& glan

Prov Plt, 3dBa, 12thbgr

Prov Pl‘gg HeS C‘Og 1&8'th§ ﬁthiﬁr

| ol ‘
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ce On 5 lovember, Company M chopped ¢perational control to 288w, 26%i rarines
gt Nam Hoa, and Company L returned to the 3dBns 26th Farines, On 19 Hovermber,
istBn, 9th Merines commenced their relisf of the perimeter defenss at Camp tvans,
and? on 20 Novemder, they essumed the mission of the secumty of Hills 5% and 674,
and PR.17. On 22 Noverber, o company froR 1s5Ba, Sthlex relieved Company ¥ &b
Hom Bop, end Company K returnod teo 3d8n, 26thlar,

de  On 24 doverlar, C;mp.aw L moved $o thoe Ny Chanh eroa, snd the Bravo
Cormand Gromwn with mnpnniea + and I npved to tho Co Bi-Than Tan Vgnoy {n
25 Vyvemberrs Company M gnd the Charlio Commend Group moved to join Comerny I of
Ny Chanhe Cn 2 Ducember, Company Y meduzund %o Gmy 4vans, and en 4 Docotlnz Shey
moved t0 the Co B5i-Thenh Ten to relieve Company I, whilc Company i end the Charlie
Comaand Group Dabumned to Camp Svanse On 5 Dacomber, Company I zeturnsd tc Camp
E'vanso On 8 Dacember, Compeny K xeturmed to Cawp dvaney and Company I wmoved to
My Chonb, Qo 11 Docembor, all companies had returned ve Camp vene to prepere
for the move to Do:w Ha:o On 13 Docembesr; Cperatiom NZ0SFO ternin-~ted for the 3dlw,
26th l'h*ines, LT N S L

(- ‘c -lsiv‘“
e . . " AR

8c Firg smuport was rendered ms gtated in peragrepn 5.

9. Erecution.
9 Novenber 1967

At 143H, the Scowbt-Sniper team operatimg fzon Hill 51, spotted 1 VC moving
in vic ¥D 575262 ‘They fired ~nd observed him £all. Thres more VG care oub of
a irecline to drag avey the dody, and the team received fire from the treeline.
They returned fire snd oslled sn artil lery mission, cbsszving 2 Y0 take a direct
hits Results wire 3 YO K1a(P).

48 Ebvamper 796” B

& O740H, the’ &cov"nbuper team operafinp E‘rom FL111 51s snol.%ed i ¥C ﬁo theix
frent in vic YD 582270, The team opened fire, killing ths VC. The body and
enulpment were recovered. bsuipment included 1 rifle medel #53, ¢ pack, 1 poncho,
§ raingoat, 25 rounds 7.62 short, ond ratiomse Results wers 1 VO KIA(C)

2% Nowvamber 1967

A 2359H; o petrol merber of K-t im vic YD 565249, cbeserved 3 VC moving east
of his pogitiom 2t a distgnoe of 100 melors. ‘iz opensd fire and observed 1 VC
£8lls A patrel wazs dispaiched 30 check the ares., but found nothing undewr
illumination. 4 petrol $he follouing ~orning, howev rs found heawy Dlood stains
snd dragmarks. Resulis were 1 VC VIA(P),

5 _—
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At 1300H, K=3 patrol sighted 20 VC moving dovm & trail vie {¥D 540243).,

Artillery mission was called,

Resmlte wiewe 11 W rIM{C} a4 4 ¥ KIA(P),

30 November 1967

K-% obsarved direct hits and VC bodies flyving in

3% 9900H, while moving into an srbush site in wic (YD 442384), the point
The gmbush opened fire, and obsecrved
Il lunination was vequesteds a search
Aesults

@gn of L=1 hraré persommel apvroaching.
two pereonnel jumping into a hedgerow.

reverlcd wvag VO KI4(C),
vere 1 ¥C KIa{C).

female, ate 3%, who hed been transporbting z*icze@
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1 Decenber 1567

e}

¢

# 21408, an ambush from I Company in vie (YD 585250) noticed movemsat 30 %o

50 meters to their frowt and moving awsy from the ambush.
4 thorough sesroh was attempbed under illuminstion, but the
A szarch in the norning revealed two large pools of
blood; battie drseeings; and drag murks.

2 VC hit gnd fall,
terrain wae 00 Aifficuls.

4 December 1967

They £ired and observed

Results were 2 VG KIA(Y)e

At 1335H, in vic (YD 603266}, a three man point from I«4 which was moving to
degtroy a bamboo railbridge. veceived fire fron 4 VC on a raft about 200 meters

away o
river.
body on the zafb.’

Pire wae returned, snd the VO £ell on the zaft,; his weapom fell into the
A specond VO opened five from the bank, and then siterpted {0 recover the
He was tnken under fire and £ell into the river.

Thres to four

VC then opened fire from the bark, and the patrol zeburmed fire, roving on. The
.bodie in the river were unrecoversbie. Hesults were 2 VG KIa{C),

7 Dscember 1967

At 18408, while cperating iam the Co Bi-Thanh Trn Valloy, the Bravo Command
Growp with Companies K and L, received approximately 50 rounds of incoming 82mm

morters, daring = 15 to 20 mimte pariod.

Countier morters -nd srtillery were

fired from YD 560230 to YD 560 233. Results vers 5 USKS Wia (minoz)

10 December 1967 -~

A% 1600E, vhile opera’ing in vic (YD 420373), I3 came by surprise upon &

group of 7 o 8 V&,
st them gnd received fire in returu.

2he terrain and the burden of POW!g, I-% could mot pursue.

Tuo were coptured irmedistely, and the rest fled.

I-% fived
Three YC weré seen falling, but becguse of
Husy gunships were

called on the enemy sres and provided good coversge. Resulis we 1 VO XIA(C),

. 3 V¢ KI4(P) =nd 2 ¥C POW'a.
10, Regulis.
8 Friendly Comaltice

KIA 3
Wii 49

Eo smemy Cagualties
¥C KIAéc; 16
ve via(P) s9
Ve POV 2

¢ ‘easponsg Caphured

IND YPNS 2
Csw 0
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11, Administrative ligtters
a0 Supply
(1) Resupply of units providing security for Hill 51 and Hill 674 wes
accoxljtpliahed by helicopter. ‘hen the battalion was opersting in the Co Bi-Thanh Tan
and My Chanh areas, resunply was accorplished by helicopter and Otters.

bo Lpintensnoe

1) Pirgt and second echelon maintenance was performed by battalion units.
2) Third echelon maintenance wae performed by LSU/TLSG-A.

(1) 211 casuslties were trested in the field by company corpemen and either
‘Bturned to duty or evacuated to A ied at Phm Bal, Serious camalties vere
further evacuated to 1i5A at Da Nang or to hospitals outeide of RVN,

d. Trensportation

(1) Pransportat ion was provided by the Third iotor Trensport Battalion
through the fourth iarine Regiment (S-4).
(2) Due to the overall tactical commitments of the battalion, tactical

rung vere fremuent. Adninistrative zuns with organic wvehicles were hsld 4o s
ninimum,

e. Cormunioationg

(1) Radio - All battalion nets and Regimontal TAC net terminated in the
COC bunker, Contact with operating elements was made possible through the use of
the Radio Relay Station on Hill 674.

(2) Wire = Mormal intrg-battalion wire facilities were in use during ths
month. A trurk line directly connecting the 3/26 COC to the Fourth larines COC
alded greatly in adrinistrative and tecticel commnications. -

(3) On op rations in the aves it was found that normal antemna accessories
w-re not caprble of transmitting from the lowland ond velley areas.

£, ledicgl Uvaluation

(1) Throughout Operation N.i0SHD, the BAS remsimed at Camp uvens, with the
capability of handling all routine medical problems and performing ninor surgical
operations. '

(2) The BAS did not have the facilities for rore extensive mmwgicsl care,
and patients resiring major murgsry were evecuated to A-lied at Phu Bai.
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12, Spocgiagl Equi men'a: axx_rl_jﬂ@chnigu_g_ga

8o Daring operations in the Co Bi-Thanh Tan snd liy Chan areas {24fov-13Deg),
the battalion CP was located .in Camp .svans. Command Group Bravo with $worifle
companics was established in the Co Bi-Thanh Tan Vallsy. Cormand Group Chsrliie.
with twe rifle companies, was established in the by Chan greas The concerpt was
to eatablish base camps in both agrear Yo zfford opevating companies gore welief
from the monscom‘ wert her. The plamed stockege objective at sach baso camp was
0 days. %hough the above organization permitted the Bsttalion Cownmander to
exoreise Maximmn control over both Conmand Grcmsg it seriously dissinated the Staff
reacurces of the battalion.

13, Conmanders Analysig.

a» Prior 10 24 Novenber, one company was under the operationsl control of
another battalion and the remsinder of the battalion was comnibted %0 the defense
{ Camp Lvans, Rough Rider security, and smuad sizmed security delails. Therefore,
no cont inuing operatioms were conducted. During the period of 24 November to
1% Decemhory the entire battalion was deployed in seexrch and destroy opargtions
which were highly successful., The success iz sttributable to deploying rifle
companies in 40°%a for an indefinite period of time. The AO'p were doliberately
located in known enemy areas of infiltration. The migsion o cach company was %o
paturate the A0 with patrols and anmbushes. Since personnel hecale as faniliar
with the terrain as the snemy, successes hegan vo mulitiply.

be The concepu ot eatablishing Command Groupe t0 control two rﬁﬁ‘ﬂ.@ companias
and to egbtablish base camps has merit in theory, but in faet, proved more of a
burden than an assets Bmaz:mm proved that such g concepv had the i‘ollmrmrr
disadrentanzss

é'eg It seriously dissapsted tne Staff resources of the battalion.
2) & tied one rifle company to the task of building a bass carmp and
pecurity for the Command Group.

(3‘) The base camp was static in nsture spd qld not sfford the advamta;ve
of mobility.

(4) Bevers monsoon weambher (iee%m dsys of nesvy ccld rain) prohibited
logistical smnpor: of “he base camp as originally plamned. & no time did the base
camp rasch its stockege objective of 10 dayse In fact, subsistence levels of
Cless I and ¥V weore only a“fected by emergency rogupply. As a resulit, the bBase casp
did not afford protection from adverse HORECCR vweather. The result was a mrked
Acersace in effigiency ns vionsoon casuslties began to teke a heavy $oll in perscnnel

and e¢nipment.
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140 ERecormendsbionge

ac That Camp Evans be viilized %o rotate operating companies during monsoon
wegther, rgther than build bage camps in the fieldo '

be That vifle compahiefa operste in independent 40%s, without th~ imposition
of a Commnrnd Group.

co That rifle compames egtabligh nobile patrol basos, instead of static
bage carmpe.

do That the ground commanders af each Regimentel 40 sgbablish and promulgate
regulations for the employment of heliccplerss

€. That the current resmnlations which restricht employment of Marine Holicopters
support of ground troops in Vieitnam be reovaluated.

Le gm)umm«
DISTRIBUTIQN:
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