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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1.  DESIGNATION

3d Battalion, 26th Marines

SUBORDINATE UNITS

Company 1
Camp&ny X

C@mpamy L

Company M

ATTACHYD QNITS

DET. A Co, 5th Shore Fawty on
. DET, A Co, 5th MT By
Fa DET, A Co, 5th Recon Ba
< DET, C Cp, 5th Tank En
DET, B Co, Sthigtyac Bn

DET, A Co, 5th Enginesrvs
DET, A Co, . Zngineers
DET, Seout/Sniper Fit HqCo, roth Mar
DET, Scout Dog.Pite Ba MP Bn
DET, ACO, ist Bn 7th Marines
E DET, 2nd Bn, 5th Marines

Ex0
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COMMANDER

1tCol J.W.P. ROBERTSON
(£-31 Dec 68)

%sﬁLt Co NITZCHE

1-11 Dec 68)
%gtLt GoB, MEEGAN
12-31 Dec 68)
1&tlt R-E. HOOVER
{1{-31 Dec €8)

Capt F.L. FOX

{1-31 Dec 68)

istit G.B. MEEGAN
{1-11 Dac 68) - -
{stlt C. ALLEN Jp,
{12-31 Dee 68)

Capt J- TURRIETTA
{1-11 Deo 68)

%3tLt D.E. CRAWFORD
12-31 Dac 68)

{1.31 vee 68)\
(16~34 Dec 68)
(1631 Dec 68)
(46-31 Dec 68)
{16-31 Dec 68)
{16-31 Dec 68)
(1.9 Dac 68)
(1-9 Dec 68)
{1-9 Dec 68)
(1.9 Dec 68)
1.9 Dec 68)

Mej HoWo JENKINS Jp,
{1-17 Dee 68)
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My3 W.T. MACY
. (1831 Dec 68)
S.17/43 jutant %stu FL-D; TYSON
1 Dec 68
%Be;Lt D.D. VISNICK
2.31 Dec £8)
Persommel Officer %sm m; TYSON
i Dec 68
1atit DoD. VISNICK
(2-31 Dac 68)
5.2 29'-; B.M, EVERETT
1-31 Doz 68)
S,j H&J JnDn BENNET‘I Jl'a
(1331 Dgc 68)
5.3A }s‘tLt J. N SAULSBURY
f-11 Dec 68)
2ndle J.H. WEST
{12.31 Doc 68)
S.h R istL‘h W.M. MILLER
éioiiJDeﬁ 682:ET .
apt. J- TURRIETT.
(12.31 Dee 68) .,,
5.5 istl# B:M, EVERETT
(1.31 Uee 68) ‘
CommO %stut. DURAN
co? gefi Dgéu b
apt Vo
(6;»31 Dac 68)
Sup0 Capt J-5. CONDRY
) +1-31 Dec 68)
Keg0 Ly J.A. MARTINEZ
. (1==31 Dee 68)
“haplain I.-r, L. HENSLEY
(1.31 Dea 68)

AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENG'E

UshC sy OTHER
OFF  ENL OFF  ENL_ OFF  ENL
50 1229 2 57 0 0
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

A. During the first nine days of December this battalion was engaged
in Opsration "MEAUE RIVER®, Tue mission of the battalion, was to set
up along Foute & in the southwest sector of the Regimental cordon, and
capturs or destroy enemy within the vieinity of the cordon. The bat-
¢alion also had a mcbile reserve mission within the area of cpsration.

The encmy in the area of "DODGE CITY", were extremely well dug in.
Bunkers wers found with reinforced concrete decks, and overheads made
of railroad ties, rails and covered with six feet of dirt. This made
it very hard to destroy the enemy with supporting arms. In mest cases
it tock a direct hit with delayed fuzes to destroy the enemy's fort-
ifications. it was found that the enemy had to be ferreted out by
irdividual Marines, using tactics similar to those used during World
dagr II during the Island Campaigns.

As the cordon was slowly being clesed the enemy's tactics became
evident. They would set up their ambushes with mutual supporting bunk-
ers, in the irselines and hedges rows that criss-cross the terrain,

Our units would prep-fire the areas well before moving, but this would
do practically noting to the enemy’s well fortified positions. After
the prepsfires were completed the enemy would come back out of their
burikers and set up their ambushes. Theseambush sites were set up in
arpasvhers there were onen rise paddies in front, or natural barriers
sush as streams. Firediscipline nf the enemy was very good. They would
wait until the last momen. wefore executing thelr ambushes.

On the second and third of December, while the battalion was moving
to close the eordon, they discovered numerous articles of snemy equipment
and food. The battalion was moving toward one of the last strongholds of
the eremy in the cordon. It was later found that this srea was the
eremy“s command center. On the fourth day India Company was taken under
fire from an enemy entrenched in a treeline in front of them. This pe-
sulted in 2 Marines 1A and 7 WIA, On the fourth of December Alpha
Cempany 17wtk vas OPCON to the Bn, captured 1i VC/NVA prisoners. On
the “ifth oi ~weember. India Company captured 7 PUW's, one was a Chisu
Hoi , Numerous eneémy equipment ‘and bodies were found on the sixth of
December . I Co - : - ‘ B
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By the morning of the seventh the ensmy was cornered intc an area
abovt the size of a grid souare. Thsy had been zradually pulling back
te this area o make their last stand. BEvery timean attempt to move into
this ares was made it was quiakly repelled bty the enemy. Many veterans
of other wars stated that this was the flercest fighting they had ever
ssan. inhe Pire was so intense that it was difficult to recover some
of our wounded. “n the night of the seventh voluntser parties went out
to recover the bodies. Armored perscrmel carriers were brought in on the
morning of the eizhth. That morming théy made a drivs into the enemy
positionz killing 130 emsmy. This seemed te break the snemys resistance.
That afternoccn and night a2 concentrat:: vombardment of the s:sa was con-
ducted. This was done to soften the arez up fer the fins: drive on the
nirth. The last pusk on the nirth was marked by heavy combat. Pach bunk-
er and hole had to bs checked for enemy. DBunkers wers found with enemy bodies
stacked in them.An unknown number of enemy were buried beneath the bomb
sraters and blown up bunkers. Marines crawled down into the tummels and
found both live and dead enemy. It didn't take long to make the final
sweep, because we had the momentum and the enemy was on the run., By mid
afternoon the battalion was ready to go homs after a job well done.
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On the ninth of December, the battalion was helilifted out of the
Dodge City area., Immediztely upon arrival back at the "Rock Crusher"™
the battalion commenced getting ready to go afloat. People with less
than six months left in country asz of i Jarmary, were transfersd ocut of
the battalion and replaced with new men. A vigorous E'rogram of train-
ing was initiated to preparé the battalion for the BLI, On the
20th of December, we wers dssignated sdmimistrativly BLT 3/26. We con-
~timed rehabilitating our equipmert to tring us up to TE, A pgreat deal
of work wag emnvolved in crating, paletizing and banding all of cur equip-
ment. At the same time that we were preparing for the BIT we continued
to operate in our AO. Company Kile and Company lima were deployed into
PPB”g, Patrols were run from these FIB's svery day and Killer Teams
were run at night, Particular attention was given to make sure the Rocket
Belt surrounding Danang was well covered mot anly by patrols and Eiller
Teams but also by supporting arms, The battalion alsoc had a company
®BALD EAGLE™ and a platocn "OPARROW HAWK"™. These were put on sizty and
thirty mimte standb; respectively. On the 20th of Dpcember, Mike Comparny
-) was moved inte PFB’s to countsr an increased threat of attack to Danang.
Contirmous liaison was made with elsments of 2/7 to effect the transfer of
our AQ to them., On the 27th of December, 2/7 moved tws companies in, te
raplace two of our companies, cperating cut .of PFP°s, At 1200 on the 28th
of December, 2/7 assumed the responsibility for the AD. On the 29th of
- ' Decenber, an advanced party, to aet as guldes for the batlalion, were
. helilifted to designated ships assigned to SLF Bravo. Afterwards the
rear slements of the battalion completed the move, on 31 December 1968.

B. ADMINISTRATION: Dyrine the period 1-28 December 1968, the S-1
administration was set up in the Ianang ares, established at Camp
Perdues this included the Battalion S-1, Sick Bay Administration and
the Company Offices, On 12 December 1968, the Battalion began the
initial stages of reorganizing imte a Battalicn landing Team. There
was a 50 perssnt turnover of persormel during the next ten days. All
attached units were joined om the rolls of the battslion on 15 December
1968, The Battalion waz designated a Battalion landing Team on 20
December 1968, and the task ovganization was changed.

4. PERSONNEL
No. Officers Joirsd.e:oonnoscseehib)
. Noo . Enlist@d J@inedeeeoeeosaeoea (670)
No, Officers Transfereds.-ocqco-t10)
No, Enlisted Trensfersd.....co..(527)
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C. .INTELLIC}ENCE

1. Fromr 1.9 December in the 3/26 "MEADE RIVER" AO the enemy
situation was 150-350 NVA/MFVC and 70 local VC. The strength
figure was predicsted on 1 Eattalion and local units operating
in the AO, Znemy rorces operating in the AC consisted of:
6lements of the 38th Regiment and local forces of the Quang

Da Spec Sector. Elements of the 38th Regiment operating in the
AQ were the R.20 Battalion, (vie) BT034609. and sugport elements |
of the T,89 Sapper Battalion. The Q.82 Uampany. VC local force,
and the X.16 Company, (vie) BT000606, had also been reported in
the A0, From 10-31 December in the 3/26 Danang AO there were
no major incidents and no large enemy troop concentrations.

2. ENEMY MISSICN Frm 1=9 Dgcamber in the “HEADE RIVE:®

A0 the enemy mission was to attack UsS: and -allied units in

and around the. area known as "DODGE “ITI" alsc, %o supjor:

rocket attacks on Danang and Hoi #n and support village and

hamlet infrastructures. From 10-3i Deeember in the Damang AC

‘the mission of the enemy seemed to be of a passive nsturs.

‘The enemy had aveoided major contact and relied wpon minor :

harrassing tacties with a few isolated perimeter probes. Though

We are sure he had capabilities, the enemy seemed content not ’
to use ‘them.

3. WEATHER The maximum temperature for this period was 82°

‘degrees. The low was 71° degrees and the mean temperature was -

77° degrees. Ayer;gg relative humidity was 78% and vmerivitation
-*totaled. § inch,-. The Wirds were. variable at 6 knotsy; -

4, IERRAIN From 1.9 Uecember in the "MEADE RIVER™ i¥ the
terrain encountered was mai flat, fertile lowlamds cove:sd
"by cultivated rice fields. ese rice fields are generally
double cropped causing them to be inundated the majority of
the year. DSoils consist of light to heavy clay and there was
one dominant terrain feature - an old railrcad berm on Route
#1. From 10-31 December the Battalion was back in the Dai la
Pass cantonment, The terrain in this area consisted of .an irr-
egular ground with an average elevation of about B0O meters.
The vegetation consisted of very thick trush and elephant grass.
- There were many types of trees ranging in height fram .30 feet.
Water is plentiful in the lowlands bt scarce in the highlards.

- T Page _8_ of 2ipages
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5, AVENUES OF AFPROACH From i-9 December in the "MEADE RIVER®

AO these avemuss of approach were the best afforded; the valley
at {(vic) ZC176k, the Somg Vu Gia River rumming west to east and
the Song Thu Ban Biver (vis) AT9253 which ran in a northeasterly
direction to the operation A0, Frem 10-31 December, in the

Danang AO the best avenues of approach werg; “HAPPY VALLEY® (yic)
201366 running east tc west, the "LITTLE ELEPHANT VALLEY" (yie)
A:gg? running west to east-southeasterly and "MORTAR VALLEY™ (yic)
A 4 70

CQIMAND CHRONOLOGY: cont

. Totals: From 1-9 December ......co.. From 10-31 Pecember

VO/NVA K2 61 sesveoeess VC/NVA KIA 0
POW*s L11 vocsocecsa FON'S =0
DATAINEES _g  secocon.. DETAINEES _g
CHIEU HOLS _g Cososs9ss. CHIEU HOIS .o
TC =22 cessoussse IWC =0
CSWE: N vesnnonace CSWC 0

UMELASSIFIED |
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D. Ciyil Affajrss The S5-5 along with coordinating units, conducted a
MEDCAP on 23 December .
E.

.Brychologipal Operations: There were no FSYOFS conducted during the
ﬁériodq haweverq leaflet drops as pre-planned were conducted in the Danang

F. Fire Support: In the Hieu Duc A0, supperting arms were used offensively
during the month, Extensive nighttime and daytime H&I®s were plotted

daily. Naval Gunfire was wused in a general support role as a supplement
to artillery for CAP units in the AO and ARVN engineering teams comstrueting
rocket barriers.

1. Total Expenditure for December

a, 105mm 12,587

b, 155/8" 4,297

¢, 4.2 1,159

d, 8imm 1,268

e, NGF 649

£. TPQ o
G. Logistins

i, Gensral. Logistical bupport was hindered due to lack of equip-
ment in supply. Iransportation ard food sexvice were satisfactory.

a. Transportation was furniched by ist Motor Transport Battelion
with satisfactory results.

o UGLASSIFIED
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b. Besupply and troop movemsrts have besn accamplished by tst
Motor Tramsport Battelion apd helicuu .~ during the momth of Dec.

e, Maintenance support was itvrnished by FIC and ist ¥oK, vanang.
Maintenance support has been adequate duwing this reporting peried.

d. Ordrance support wes furnished by ASP-1 and ASP.Z
satisfactorly.

e. <ha Eéttaliem subsisted on : and "C" rations for the
month of Deg, Foau sarviee was saldstactaryo -

H, COMMUNICATION -

1. Mgssage Canter. During theé Pirst part of Decsmber, messages Were
picksd up from and delivered to the 26th Marine Regimental Cosmunicstions
Center, Pick-up was made thres times daily except whem dSriority traffis
was received, gm Operation "MEADE RIVER®  ist Marine -wgiment provided a
sourier service from the field.

A message center for BLT 3/26 was established aboard the USS Tripoli
an 29 December 1968. Messages are pigked up every two hours from the
SLF Megsage Center and from the SIF Tac log, unless motification of
priority traffic ecalls for a mors hasty delivery.

2. BRgdio During most of Dscember, radic nets terminated in the coC,
The COC was also up on the Regimental Tae Net. The radic section es=
tablished a relay site on Hill 55 during Operation ‘MEADE RIVER®, and
operated on ist Marine Regimental Tae and on an administration net between
the fire base and 3d Battelion, 26th Marines. On 28 December 1968, the
SIF Tag Log was activated for displacement to the USS Tripoli.

3, Wire ar

lire and Radio falay ' The wire lay-out for the Rock Crusher area was
feft intact for the corvenisnce of Battalion 2/7 and BLT 3/26 received
like item replacements for slectrical fixtures left in place:

Radio Relay was set-up during Operation "MEADE RIVER® from ist
mim Regiment’'s Alpha CP to the fire base of 3d Bsttalion, 26th
ines. .

4. Genaral In recent cperations in our AO it was found that relay stations
were often required to maintain communications with units in the
field, It can be expected that this situatlon will occur any time -
the battalion has an arsa of operations in mountains or thisck canopy.

Page 41 of 24 pages
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I, MEDICAL_DENTAL

1. Parscone) The Battalion Aid Station has a total or 56 persumnel; corw-
sisting of 53 Hospital Corpsman, two Medical Officers and ome Chaplain, In
addition, for the deployment, the Battalion Aid Station also has a total

. of 15 Hospital Ccrpsman attached to supperting units.

2. Capahilities This Battalion Aid Station was capable of treating
211 minor medical and surgical problems. Patients requiring more extensive
care were evacuated to ist Medical Battalion, NSA Dgnang, and the USS
Bepose. At the present time. the BAS 45 utiliizing spaces aboard the USS
Tripoli (IPH10) for sickeall, administration, and berthing. Our supplies
are being drawn from our 0 day mount out blocks. On the beach, the BAS
wag utilizing one hardback and ons tent for Medical Supply, which were adequate.
The BAS is responsible for evacuating seriously injured or 11l patients
from the operation site. )

. Trgiping The Hospital Corpsman received classroom training and
on-the-job training under supervisiom of the Battalion Surgeon and the
Chisf Hospital Corpsman on f£ield medical techniquesand most diagnostic
procedures.

4. Degtal The Dental facilities were provided for by the ist Dental
~ Company, On board were ons Dental Corps Officer and one Latenr wpvitavdan.

5. Mgie=%a Praphylaxets Chloraguine-Frimaquine tatlets were taken
once a wesk, :

6. Sanitation Sanitation reports were submivieu uv >weis.sun Vommander
on a weekly basis with recommendations for Im@rovendnt.

7. Statdistics The follewing statistics for the month of December sre:
DIAGNOSIS He&S INDIA KILO LIMA MIKE OTHER TOTAL. LAST REFORT
CONCUSSION 00 00 00 ©0 00 00 00 00
STOMACH PROBLEMS 0§ 02 g2 01 03 00 ik 09
LACERATIONS i3 04 o3 OB 06 027 3b 29
DIARRHEA o 03 02 oy 06 0t 20 21
EAR PROBLEMS 05 06 03 03 02 00 19 16
DENTAL 06 07 ok 02 o 00 23 39

~_ EYE PROBLEMS ok 03 08 06 0k 00 v 28 i5
- 'UPPER “RESP INE 05 05 07 06 08 . 00 31 23
: _FEVER UNK ORGIN 02 0% 07 06 Ok 00 20 05
" LEG PROBLEMS '~ 05 03 03 06 0z 00 19 i3
~ FOOT PROBLEMS 11 09 06 iz 07 - 00 45 58

i Page_qoof 24 pages
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ARMS PROBLEMS 02
INFECTIONS 23
INJECTIONS 45
VENEREAL DISEASE {0
SCHRAPNEL WOUNDS 00
MALARIA Go
BLISTERS ‘ 00
- IMMERSION FOOT. g3
'HEAT EXHAUSTION = po

HEAT STROKE 00
RETURN VISIT 37
OTHER R0

2} . +

50

"TF

F /\*- [l AR S

k E\.L_Elw" "

P@g

" = :‘\1
Sl
&;LJ
01 0z
19 16
27 31
67 0%
a0 G0
00 410]
G2 &3
03 02
G0 00
00 &0
2 23
a3 52
159,08 24 pages
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05 22
88 iy
11s 55k
30 17
Ob ol
(814] 60
11 . 08
12 10
00 00
00 00
£59 99
258 k7
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J, Teainine. The following training was conducted during the month of
December .

i, Replacementsreveived by the battalion were thorcughly indoctrinated,
in accordsnce with existing directives and battalion SOP for troop
indoctrination. In edditiom, they all fired their weapons for familiari-
gation. ‘

2. Formal and informal classes were conducted on general military
subjects on a comgamv level. ,

3. Hogpital Corpsmen received clessroom and on-the=job training under
the - supervision of the Battalion surgeon and the Chief Hospital Corpsman,
on field medical techniques and diagnostic procedures. ‘

K. Easuajties.
1, KA o 23
2, WIA . 67
3, NBC . 6
L, Battalie enlad

<NEnIALTY ) ‘
. Duping the montk of Decexhew {4 worship services were conducted. At
tending the services were 635 msn,

a. & special worship service was conducted on Christmas Eve, which
included the reading of the Christmas stery and singing of carols. The service
was followed by a Christmss party for the men and a gift was given to each
of them by Santa “laus,

b, Catholic mass was conducted on Christmas Evs by Chaplain O°RCURKE
and the Christmas vay Mass conducted by Chaplain HORVAT. These two Chapiains
provided Catholic coverage for the battalion during the month. Catholic
and Protestant services wers provided to CAP units 2-1=f and 2-1-6. ‘

¢, A Memorial Service for 30 KIA from “MEADE RIVER" operati:w was held
40 December with 750 men attending,

d. Hoszpital visits were made to all 3/26 patients at fst Med and N3A
Hospitals. .

o. The brigprisonsrs wers visitsd during the month, and gifts of health
and welfare itemis were -siven them Ciristuas Day
" f. The Division Chaplain’s meetings were attended weekly. '

g. Counselled with ten men in the office and cthers as they were met
in the fisld, :

h. The local orphanage at Fhu Thuong Than was visited several times.

- Items 1ike salt and sugar were provided; A jeep and trailer was supplled

for & rice run to Danang

| UNCLASSIFIED
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FART III . -
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

02 -December 1968 v _ : }
At 0755H, while on & sweep, India Company diseoversd 2 bunkers
and & tunnel ir <wic of BT00B673, Continuing to sweep the are®, Indis
discovered & hocen in vie ot Br005575. The tumnel, bunker ana hoosh were
destroyed. ' : ‘
At 0B00H, Lima.2 discovered a burker, in wic £ AT995573,
which was construsted of railroad ties, railroad reils and engineer stakes.
It s1s0 contained the entrance to a tummel complex with 4 reinforeed
concrets deck, Later in the day at 1000H, Lime-3 found the casimg of
@ 5001lb bomb which had been stripped of its internal parts and explosive.
The casing was booty trapped and engineers wers called to destroy. it.
At 11158 in (vie) of BI0OL576, India tourd 03 Tunnels and
04 buvker reinforced with steal and 0{ hooch. Within the camplex they
found 02 blasting @a%sg 2 3f41bs of Cob, approximately 7001lbs of rice,
‘& South Vietnamese I:De card, a USMC I-D. card and a Geneve Convention
card {0:5: type). The ecmplox and all gear were destroyed.
, Comtinuing to sweep between coordimates BT007576 and BT005577, India
‘ diseovered the foilowirng pear during the vemalindsy of the days 12 roskets
. still in their containers:; 03 buwe rounas; OGf GSMG NeLRET ; Vs WArneans :
for a 75mm recolless rifle: O khaki uniform, 0f pair of utility trousers:
01 civilian suwit, 01 pair of surglaswez: O parachute; 01 frying pang 01
mosquito net; 0% raincoat: « . serub bwrush: 01 bandcleer of M-16 magazines;
01 M.26 booby trap and 02 gas masks. ,
At 12%0H. the battalion found the following 1n wie of AT997577:
03 demolished houses with reinforesd bunkers, 06 potvies of peag, 01 4K
‘magazine, 13 M.1€ magazines, 0% M.16 bipad, 0L pack and 01 flak jacket.

03 Dacember 1968 . : 1 _

Ay 0120H, 0y VC sttempled 16 oross in front of Kilo’s vosition
and wag spotted through o starlight seope. ‘he eremy was brought
under small srms {ivs and grensjes. Results: 01 VC KIA (C).

Lt 02158 in fcic) BEOG1575, Kils spotted 2 VC by using a ‘
starlight seope. <hey opensd fire on the two VC with smsll arms and Of
VC fell., Checking the area out at first light, the body of 01 VC was fourd.

' 4% 10BOH. Aipha tripped a ThiC.a booby trap in {vie) oraTo9ysgy, ‘
wourding 02 VS personnel, - -

A% 06300 din luic) of PROD1679, Filo discovered 01 binker containing

 approximately 10Cibs of rire. The rice and bunker were destroyed.

04 Decembar 1968 .
At 09508, ILriis began recsiving sniper fire froem a trecline.
Resultsg: 02 USKC KIAQ O% USMC WIA,
At 1400H. Alpna, whils sesrching out & bunker, located in wis
of AT99658L , vaccived 04 rourds of small arms firs. One O3 grenaae
. vag thrown “nte the bunker and 06 people cams out. Regults: 06 detainees;

03 pistols cépturgd S UN@L

g7
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04 D@ﬂem‘bere 1954

At 1620H, Alpha, whils s.sarwhing & bunker in vie 47995586, cap-
tured 05 VC/IWA Resultg: O3 weapons and 01 Chilom captured ,

05 December 1968 Qr

At 0730H, India veeceived 0% Chieu Hoi in +wie iL&8s,

At {000H, Llima, conducting a search of ths arce ir vie of BTOG5591g
captured and found the followings 07 POW's; 02 bedies; 0% C’hi Com machinegun;
01 pouch of documents: 08 bunkers and 1100ibs of rice.

During the period between 1300H and 3700H, 07 bodies of USMC persormel
were found by India in . wie »f 37011584. Alsc found were; 01 AKLL7 and twe
magazines; 02 ChiCom grenaaes: 01 case of SKS gymunition and 02 bodies of
snemy soldiers in graves. Documents and weapons were sent to S5-2; rice
and bunkers were destroyed.

At 1630, Hotel was checking a btunker in wie of BL0O3S585 and
found 02 VC hiding there, OUne VC tried to escape and wa shot; the
other VC was taken prisoner.

At 190CH, Alpha received 05 sniper rounds from the southwest to their
rear, One USHC was seri@us%.y wounded . :

06 December 1968

At 0815, Kile, while on a sweep 4. vie of BI011584, found elec-
trical equipment for lighting and comm systew equipment. This included
01 voitage regulator, 01 eoil, Qi amp meter and 01 electrical switeh.
Also found wae the body of 0f female VC.

At 093CH, India, while sezrching a bunker complex, f@und 01 bag
of rice, 02 pair of black trousers, 0i LAAW, 03 womens biousesq 01
khaki pair of trousers, 02 60mm mortar rounds, 03 RPG rounds, 01 M-i6
and 17 VC bodies.

At 1030 to 1700, Indﬁa while searching out a bunker complsex in the

ic  of BI013587, found 03 LiAW's ,03 sets of documents, 02 ChiCcm gren-

ades. 09 VC bodies one of =t .. g 2 medical officer and medical
gear.. -
At 1600H, Lime, while on  search and sweep in wic of BT008596,
captured 0f VC with 01 AK_47. T{he man was taken into euatmv and held
until removal f*wm the area. :

07 December 1958 ‘

'At, 0700H, Delta spotted 02 VC mcving teward their perimeter vie
of BT012588 and opened fire om them. A check of the area revealed
f=" - rge amounts of blood and a enemy light mechinegun in excellent
ERTT PR N, T

At 0830H, a fire team size patrol from Alpha made contact with an
enemy force of unknown size armed with a machinegun and an M.79, A
reaction force was sent out to reinforce the fire team and they geot pin-

ned dowm Artillery wes called in and maintained to suppress the enemy
fire. Fesults: 8 USMC KIA, 7 USMC WIA. 1§ NVA/VC KIA fp).q
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07 December 1968 : '

At 1015H, Delta came under heavy automatic, semi-automatie, and
B0 rockét firs., Fire was returned with orgeniec wezpons and artillery
until the eemy fire was suppressed. Fesults: 06 USMC WA,

. Ay 11378 ir vie of BI01059%, 01 USMC perzonnel was hit in the
left lsg by a stray cound from a fire fight to the mnorthwest.

Ay 1000H, Hotel received sniper fire from an unknowy number of ensmy.
Fire was returnsd with 3.5 rockets, Results: 01 VC KIA(C) .

At 11508, Indis found 02 VC bodies in wis eof BT023602,

At 14hsH, 61 USHMC persomnel was shot am killed by a sniper round
through the neck, This occurred in the vie of BT009607,

‘ “gt 1540 to 1800, Hotel received heavy awcimatic weapons and small
arms weapons fire from enemy dug-in bunters awd grider holes in the vig
of BT001598 to BTe0&60L, &0mm mortar fire, 3.5 rosiet fire and small
arms weapons fire was returned. Rosults: O USMC WIk; o6 VO/NVA KI1a(C)
01 AK.47 and 02 M_60 machineguns,

At 1830H Hotel spotted a bunker ir vie of BIT0015% and fired 03 -
Younds of 3.5" rocket fire at it. ITwe enely rcam from the bunker and were
brought under fire. Results: 01 VC/NVA KIA{C),

Aty 1540H, Hotel received 01 imsoming grenade. Fire was returned with
small arms, Results: 07 USMC WIA, o

At 23458, Kilo took 03 female VC prisoners ir vie of BT009601 »
Prisoners were transported to 5-2 for disposition,

08 Decemder 1968 - . :

At 0030H in the (viec) of BI005401, while in a defensive position
one of India's personnel was hit in the left side of the chest. Hesults:

i USMC WIA; ) ‘ : ]
At 0200H, Hetel observed smemy movement near bunkers in the wig,,
of -BT005600, Hotel brought ths emsmy under fire end searched the areq —
wut at first 1ight, Results: )2 NVA KIA(C)4 01 B-40 rocket lsunchers (2 .

B.40 rockets; 191bs of rice. ' ’ '

At 1300H 4n the wis of BT0OBSGH, Kile, while in & defensive
position, began to reveive enemy small arms fire> They wers unable to
return Fire because of frisndliee in the arec, Results: 01 USMC WIA,

Ay 1400H, Alpha, while sweapirng north in the wis -of ATg98598
discovered twelve reinforced bunkers. Seven bunkers vuantained 19 ensmy
dead: a econtimuaticn of the sweep revealed 16 more snemy dead due to small
arms. Also found were 30 spider traps and fighting holes, A missing radio
and gﬁé were found, Durinz the swesp; Alphs recovered all of their KIA's -
and - T : : .

From 1120 to 16308, Botel sweeping in the vis .f BT003399 to BT003605
received heavy small arms {ire ard sutomatic weap.:.s fire from enemy dug-48
bunkers end- spidsr holes. Fire was returned with orﬁnie weapors and fixed
wing air support was eslled in, Results: 05 USMC KlA; ik USMC WIA; 34

VC/NVA KIA 7). 01 Detainee; 04 Mo16°= captured . ey
| UNCLASSIFIED
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08 December 1968

At 1640H in th. wie of BI005605, while moving north in the
attack, lima received i.-9 grcm an estimated 8 tomiga VC/RVA 3in 93 zooe:d
and the surrounding area, Fire was returned and Lima maneuvered toward
the enemy.. Resuﬁ% 05 USMC KIA; 09 USMC WIA; 05 VC/NVA KIA(C); o1 AK.47
captured ; and variouws items of 782 gear. _

At 1935H in vis of BI007605, while in night defensive position,
Kilo-2 received 01 round of iriendly incaming., - There was a check firo
called. Results: 03 USMC WI&, | 4

At 2310H 4n vie of BT005605. lima Cempany CP detected movement -
of 03 VC/NVA, They took enemy under fire and threw 02 M.26%s., 0% VC/NVA
was seen flying thragh the air, the other two ran, 'Results 01 VC/NVA KIA(C),

09 December 1968 .
¢ At 00208 i3, vie of BT005606, Lima-1 spotted 02 VC/NVA moving
%o their north. Thev tock the enemy under fire. Results 01 VC/NVK KIA(C).

Ay 0BOOH in vie of BT005606, lima-{ was hit by friendly air
strike. Hesults: 04 USMC WIA, L ,

"On 09 Dec at 0830 H in wie of BT009607, 'RU°s with Indis deployed-
Results: €2 VC/NVA KIA(C). 0o M_16 : 01 radio captured.

Ay 11308 in vis of BT009607, Kilo, while swesping north, uncoversd
- and took under fire an unknown size enemy force. The area was checked
theroughly . Results: 30 VC/NVA KIA(C); 0f POW, 02 SKS pifeig; 02 U-iS.
.55 Cal pistols, 04 Smm NVA pistel, 01 M.79, 01 Mo16, 01 AK 47, 01 °
ChiCom assault weavon. 25 ChiComs, 782 gear and numerous documents. -

At 121580 in wic of BT009607, India started on sweep, Results:
found 07 of India°s MIA's, ‘

At 1230H in wie of BT002608, Hotel engaged 08 enemy in trenche
Tines and spider holes and fired small arms and hdand grenades, Results:
02 USMC WIA; 09 NVA KIA(C); 03 AK.h7°sz 01 SKS; 7 AK magazines; 630 AK
rounds; 07 ChiComs and various documents captured .

At 1300H in wie s BT005608, lima<3 received fire from their
direct front fram 02 V€. They returned fire with M-16 and M.60, Results:
02 USMC WIA; 01 VC KIA(C). p{ VC POW,

At 1310 in wig of BT007608, India found 02 VC making booby traps.
They were taken under fire, causing them to trip their own booby traps.
Results: 02 VC/KIA(C),

At 1530H ir vie of BT005606, a man was shot by a sniper. - Marines
wers un@ble to direct fire on the sniper due te friemdlies in immediate
area, Hesalts: 01 USMC WIA, - '

At 1700H, Barkeep located 05 U-S. perscmnel who were KIA, These
personnel were not from Barkeep and appeared to have been kiiled
several days prior. IoDo could not be verified but it is believed that
the 05 wers USMC persormel from Wonder Why Echo. The srea of recovery
coincided with the last known position reported by WWE.
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09 Dacember 1968 : S .

At 17308 ir. wie of BTO05606, ldme=3, while in defensive pesitien,
saw 01 VC coming towards their perimeter, ldma-3 opened fire with ¥-16%s,
Tesults: 04 VC KIA(C)Q v

At 1830 ir. vis BT009607, India, while tn e sgweep looking for
MIA*g, came under fire from both .30 amd .50 cal. India returned
fire and pulled back casualties. Hesultss Oh USMC KIA: 40 USMC WIA.
07 USMC MIA. | .

At 2200 to 03008 ir. wvie of BT003605, Hotel observed a small
group of enemy approaching their lines, Hotel fired small arms and
threw 05 M.26"s, Results: O NVA KIA(C); 02 AK 47°s w/bayonets, O4
AK magazines, 14 M.16 magazines, maps and documents captured.

10 December 1968 - _ ' :

Between 10-15 December 1968, the battalion was reorganizing for
designation Battalion landing Team 3/26, Companies continued to
patrd A0, during this time. No contacts were made with the enemy.
do significant events took place. '

16 Decembsr 1968 , ,

At 110 a recon insert withii. Bp AC bserved 5 VC/NVA moving
NE across a ridgeline . wle of ATBik79S, wearing green utilities
shirts, bush covers, ama packs, An AQ was called -and worked over the
area., Results were unknown, o

At 1900H a KT from company L wic AI893746 heard movement
to thelr front, The movement continued around to e positien to
their rear. KI detonated a =laymore mine and opened up with S/A fire,
Search conducted at first light rovealed @2 soft covers, and §2 hand
© grenades, ' '

24 December 1568 . .

At 1530H a patrel from Company  discovered wreckege of an F-b
Phantem Jet ir wie of AT87274%, Wreckage was scattered over an
ares of 1P meters. Pstrel fourd §i parachuts in trees mot cempletely
unpacked, #1 fiight terminal map dated 250cté8 to 259cv6B, and §2 ajr- !
craft manuals, %}u@se iteéms were not burnt, Manuals auu maps recovered.
There was no ordnance nor human bodies in sits of wreckage. '

22 December 1968 ,

At 0925, a patrol from cmpa%. "L" heard sporadic firing in
(viec) AT931731, Also observed 8 CH.H3 +aking groumd fire from just
south of above grid. Area was swept "/meg results., -

- M 1445H a patrol from Company L cume under intense S/A firve
from Vil in vie AT 928726, emy was sstimated to be of platcon
‘size, While attempting to maneuver on enemy the patrol was also taking
rounds from friendly CAP unit and had to withdraw. Fesults of eontact

were $g KIA USN,
) . {
_ ?@.gei@#@fﬁmg@g‘j @UN’@MS ‘ ‘- E@
t \ R L—-—-———.—.’ ‘ 2
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25 Decomber 1968 ‘

. On the evening of 25 December 1968, ii. vie of AI887767 BKK.3.
observed enemy forces. and took them under fire with M-i6, M-79, and
M.26"¢, Bimm illummination was called in, Visual check of area pro-
duced neg results, Sightings “sre reported again at 2205H and taken under
fire by same means. esults: Megative. ' \

26 December 1968 A
: At {PPPH received reports from villagers' wie AT924768 thes
many VC had entered their Village the previou. nig.t between
2449 and GuPPH. The villagers reported chasing the ¥YC away. BE o2
was =otifs-t.

=i 15458 BEX.2 heard movement im thick bush wie AIB66794, Tre
e trol challenged movement then operied up on the area with S/A, Due
to the density of bush, search of the area was difficult and produced
negstive results, _ : :

28 December 1968 . E
At @2g¢gH on 28th December 1968, 2/7 took over the Battalions AC,

29 December 1968 ‘
Advance party went aboard ships to act as guides for the rest ¢f
the Battalion Landing Team. o

31 December 1968 :
The rear elemsnts campleted the move aboard ships.
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PART IV
_SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS - -

ECG, 15t MarDiwO 34, BooiA

6th Mar FragQ 35-68
6th Mar FragO 36-68
{26th Mar Fragl 37-68
‘ 6th Mar FragO 38-68
2-*7 J26th Mar FragO 39-68
2~ "5 J26th Mar FragC 40-68

~ie Ast Mar - Oporder’ 315=
zﬁi& B, 26th Mar OpOF

CG, 1zt MarDiv0 301-68

68 (Meade River)
der 2-68 (Meade River)
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