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PART I
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
DESIGNATION
BLT 3/26
SUBCRDINATE UNITS
H&3 Company
Company I
Company K
Company L
Company M

ATTACHED UNITS
1st Plt, Co A, 5th SP Bn
4
3rd P1t, Co A, 5th MT Bn

3rd P1t, Co A, 5th Recon Bn

3rd Plt, Co A, 5th Tank Bn

3rd P1t, Co A, 5th Amtrac Bn
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COMMAXDER

LtCol E. W. SNELLING
(1-31 May 69)

1stLt W. P. FRIESE
(1-31 May 69)

Capt R, FURLEIGH
(1-31 May 69)

Capt R. D. BARBA
(1-31 May 69)

Capt J. TURRIETTA Jr.
(1-31 May €9)

1stLt D. E. CRAWFORD
(1-31 May 69)

GySgt G. J. WISEMAN
(1-31 May 69)

1stLt P. W. ESPLIN
(1-31 May 69)

lstlt W. G. DEATHRAGE
(1-31 May 69)

1stLt M. A. HUGHES
(1-31 May 69)

1stLt P. R. HRIBAR
(1-31 May 69)
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3rd P1t, Co A, 5th Engineer Bn 1stLt H. ADAMS
(1-5 May 69)
2ndLt J. J. KELLY
(6-31 May 69)
"Ce Btry 1/13 Capt M. E. POPELKA
( 1-31 May 69)
MW" Btry 1/13 1stLt M. C. BUNTON
(1-31 May 69)
C&C Plt Lt D. T. SMITH
(1-31 May 69)
o Det, ARVN Imterpreters (1-3 May 69)
Det, KCS (1-3 May 69)
Det, HQBN, 5th MarDiv (1-3 May 69)
Det, HQ, 26th Marines (1-3 May 69)

' ‘2 « LOCATION

1-3 May 69 Charlie Ridge, Quang Nam Province, RVN; 4=31 May 69 ARG
Bravo Shipping

3. STAFF-OFFICERS

(] Ex0 | Major W. T. MACY
(1-31 May 69)
S-~1 (ADJUTANT) 1stlt G. O. BURFCRD
(1-31 May 69)
Personnel Officer 1stLt R. 0. MOE
(1-31 May 69)
T S=2 1stlt B. M. EVERETT
( 1-31 May 69)
5-3 Major L. B. McHENRY
(1-31 May 69)
S=3A Capt G. B. MEEGAN
® (1-31 May 69)
S5-3 B : »-v_";ﬂf,fg ,f;g.f'ff;f;;?l_s;t;:Lt. C. S. 3. TIBBS
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Capt H, I. CATES
(1-31 May 69)

1stLt W. A. MOSSOR
(1-31 May 69)

1stlt W. D. HILTON
(1-31 May 69)

Lt P. R. BALLING
(1-31 May 69)

Lt D. H. PATRICK
(1-31 ¥May 69)

Lt J., MARTINIZ
(1-8 May 69)

Lt J. K. GOLIE
( 1-31 May 69)
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

A, GENERAL (S) During the first three days of May, BLT 3/26 was engaged in
Operation "Oklshoma Hills®, As of the last day BLT 3/26 participated in the
operation, the BLT had accounted for a total of 140 VC/NVA KIL, 54 IWC, 19 CSWC,
4 122mm rocket launchers, large quantities of ammunition and miscellaneous

782 gear and clothing. The BLT suffered only minimal losses in both men and
equipment .

On 3 May, the BLT amphibiously backloaded aboard ARG shipping and began a
period of rehabilitation of troops and equipment which continued through to the
end of the month, Liaison and coordination was made through the individual
ships' operation officers in planning and scheduling an intensive training
program for all embarked Marines which in¢luded lecture and applicatior classes,
physical training and administrative time, The high degree of cooperation
experienced in working with the Navy personnel allowed full utilization of this
unusual amount of available time aboard ARG shipping for training.

Serving throughout this period as amphibious reserve for IITI MAF, the BLT
twice demonstrated its measure of readiness and internal coordination by being
fully prepared to land all units within 24 hours notice and failing to do so
only because of last moment cancellation of the operations. The first operation
scheduled was on Hour Glass Island in Quang Hgai province with D-lay set for
12 May 69. The second operation scheduled was in an AOA south of the Cua Viet
river and west of Wunder Beach in Quang Tri province with D-Day set for 26 May
69. All preparations were made including operation orders, logistic plans,
briefing and pre B&l =Hour transfers completed and the BLT was ready to land
on both occa31ons only to have each operation cancelled by I1II MAF at the
last minute. 6 May 1969, an amphibious training exercise was conducted on
beaches in the Da Nang area landlng two companies by heliccpter and two by
LVTP5's and LCM6's,

Two awards cremonies were held during the ponth for 30 members of HMM-164
and BLT 3/26, On 17 May 1969, Brig, General John E, WILLIAMS, CG, 9th MAB
made presentations of awards including 1 Silver Star, 1 DFC, and 5 Bronze
Stars. Nine days later on 26 May 1969, the Secretary of the Navy, the
Honorable J. H. Chafee visited aboard USS Valley Forge while on an Asian
tour. He presented decorations to 12 Marines,

B, ADMINISTRATION (C) During the period 1-3 May 1969, administrative elements
of the BLT were located at Camp Muir, Hill 55: this included "C" Btry 1/13 rear,
"W* Btry 1/13 rear, battalion S-1, battalion S-2 rear, battalion S-3 rear,
battalion S-4, BAS admlnlstratlon , company offices, disbursing, supply and
1SA. On 4 May 1969, all administrative units dlsplaced to ARG Shipplng.

Number of USMC Officers joined—— -—(7)
Number of USMC Officers dropped=—————————=(4)
Number of USMC Enlisted joimed—— --—E106g ; AT A
Number of USMC Enlisted dropped—————swm—o={1]1 Pl A QENENER
Number of USN Officers Jomeg-—- (2) E “’”\JMLLE*AQJ@HU HE;U I
Number of USN Officers dropped e (2) o
Number of USN Enlisted joined=se—mee———e=(4)

Number of USN Enlisted dropped=—— —(1)
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o =B
C. INTELLIGENCE (S)

1. Epemy Situation: &Lnemy forces in the BLT 3/26 “(klahoma Hills" AQ
were estimated at 700 NVA of the 141st Reg. and 520 NVA of the 368B Artillery
Regiment,

2, FEnemy Mission: The enemy mission in the AQ was to defend the head-
quarters of the 141st Regiment at all costs and evade contact in the out—
lying areas. After sufficient time had passed for the enemy to move some
of his equipment and documents, his mission became one of evation and
harassment of allied forces,

3o MWeathers The maximum temperature for this period was 90 degrees.
The low was 70 degrees and the mean temperature was 80 degrees, The relative
. humidity was 75 degrees and the precipitation totaled 2 inches,

o Terrains The terrain in the operation area was one of double canopy
forest with heavy brush, extremely steep mountains broken with deep draws and
intermediate streams in each draw.

5. ZIotals: For Operation "Oklahoma Hills" as of 3 May 1969,

VC/NVA KIA (140)
. POW's (0)
DETAINEES (0)
CHIEU HOIS ——m—————ee(0)
IwWe (54)
CSWC (23)
RICE : {1000 lbs;
5/A AMMO- (6000 rds
. 6o Avenues of Approach: Unmarked trails running in all directions.

7o Summarys The above intelligence related to the BLT until 3 May
1969. From 4 May 1969 through 31 May 1969, the BLT was embarked aboard ARG
shipping servinges IIT MAF reserve and no operations or amphibiocus landings
were conducted, Intelligence estimates are prepared for the two operations
that were cancelled,

D, (Civic Action (C) There was no civic action conducted during this period.

E. Psychological QOperations (C) Chieu Hoi broadcasts were conducted for a
period of four days during Operation "Oklahoma Hills" at FSB Rattlesnake.

Results were negative.
Page 6 of 11 pages E
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F. Fire Support: (S) During the month, supporting arms were used only from
1-3 May 1969, Special emphasis was given to day and night H&I fires, "C"

Btry ard "W" Btry, 1lst Bn, 13th Marines provided direct support for the BLT.
"L" Btry, 3rd Bn, 11th Marines and 3rd 8" gun Pt provided general support.

(1) Total ammo expenditures for May

"~ (a) 105mm 816
(v) 107mm (4.2") 631
(¢) 8lmm 58l
(d) 155mm/8" 49

G. Air Support (S)

(1) Air support was requested by the BLT FAC/ALO through 7th Marines,
(2) During the month of May:

(a) 1347 troops were heli-lifted

(b) 9 medivacs were called

(¢) 1 air strike was run

(d) 3 over-flights of the AQ were utilized

H. Logistics (C)

(1) Logistical support was satisfactory. Transportation during the
period 1=3 May was provided by helicopters operating from the LSA located
at Camp Muir to field units in the Worth and Charlie Ridge area. From 4-31
May transportation was provided by HMM~164.

(2) Maintenance support was provided by normal Marine Corps support
facilities located at Da Nang, No unusual maintenance problems were
encountered, ’ -

I. Communication (S)

(1) During the period 1 May 1969 through 3 May 1969, the communication
platoon continued to maintain the normal communications established in support
of operation “Oklahoma Hills",

(2) Upon boarding ARG shipping on 4 May 1969, SLF “B" assumed the
communication/crypto guard for BLT 3/26. The BLT commmnication center was
established in the SLF S 1 office and continued to be the facility controll-
ing both incoming and oufgoing message traffic, External commnication was
provided by the SLF communiction center while courier service was provided
by BLT message center personnel.

(3) Ship board time was used for inventory of communietton equipment
preforming preventive maintenance and reorder of lost or damaged equipment.
In addition a training schedule was followed whcih included approximately
four hours of general military subjects and two hours of MOS training per

week,
Page 7 of 11 pages F
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J. Medical-Dental (C)

1, Personnel: The Battalion Aid Station had a total of 53 enlisted and
2 medical officers, In addition, the meédical section had 4 Shore Party corps-
men under direct supervision of the BAS., Also attached were 10 other hospital
corpsmen from the various attachments,

2, Capabilities: Aboard ship, the ordinary capabllltles of the medical
departmen:E were augmented by the ship's assests, including X-ray, laboratory,

- pharmacy , ward and operating room facilities, Durglca.l Team Bravo was avail-

able for general surgical and orthepedia assistance. These clean and sophistic-
ated facilities enabled the BAS to care for a great majority of the medical and
surgical problems, One battalion surgeen was deployed on the USS Paul Kevere
because of the large number of Marines aboard, Consultations were available
aboard the U3S Valley Forge for Marines embarked aboard other ships in the Ready
Group. Special problems and complicated cases were referred to NSA hospital

or the hospital ships,

3. Irainings Aboard ship corpsmen received on the job training directly
from the medical officer., Corpsmerm:.carried out their own lectures on buddy aid,

first aid and personal hygiene to their troops. Indoctrination lectures were
given to all new troops.

Lo Dental: The USS Valley Forge and the USS Paul Revere both had dental
facilities available, A large amount of dental work was done,

5o Malaria Prophylasis: Accomplished by daily dosages of Dapsene and a
weekly dose of Chloroquine/Primaguin te all troops.

0, Sanitation: General cleanliness and sanitation in all BLT spaces aboard
the ships was inspected by the BAS., A weekly inspection was conducted,

7. Statistics for the month of May are as follows:

LAST
DIAGNOSIS H&S INDIA KILO LIMA MIKE TOTAL REPCRT
Head Injuries 06 02 00 00 o 12 06
Lacerations 17 Q2 02 02 0l 24 41
Diarrhea 05 08 o7 06 09 35 58
Ear Problems 33 Ok o7 06 06 56 51
Eye Problems 05 02 04 00 07 18 23
Dental 93 103 20 93 32 3,1 41
Upper Resp Inf 90 20 32 13 30 185 27
Fever Unkn Crigin 05 o3 o1 02 (18 12 10
Ortho Disorders 3L 05 . 26 21 26 112 113
Immunizations L8 10 11 05 - 12 86 134
Venereal Disease 12 03 04 03 00 22 16
Shrapnel Wounds 02 Co 00 00 00 02 58
Malaria o2 QC 00 8] 03 17 06
Blisters 02 00 00 00 03 05 '

Page 8 or 11 pages :
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LAST
DIAGNOSIS Hé&3 IND& KILO LIMA MIKE TOTAL REPORT
Heat Exhaustion 00 00 61 00 Co oL 00
Nauro,/Psy 00 00 00 00 00 00 11
Skin Disease 101 20 57 25 45 248 88
Gun 3Shot Wounds 00 00 00 00 00 00 4
Return Visits 73 18 22 23 54 190 325
Emmersion Foot 00 00 00 00 00 00 R N%
eported

K. Casualties (S)
(1) KIA 2
’ (2) WIA 5
(3) NBC 79

L, Battalion Chaplain (U)

(1) During the month of May, Chaplain GOLIE conducted 3 worship services
to the embarked BLT.

(2} There were 121 counseling sessions provided for the men of the BLT,

(3) Hospital visits to wounded and sick BLT personnel were made as often

. as possible,
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PART II1
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANRT EVENTS

GRL while 'displacing form Operation

“Oklahoma Hills" to ARG shipping lost

02 KIA and 05 WIX when a CHA4S lost

power and crashed on the LZ with a
 load of Marines,

BLT 3/26" conducted an Amtraex in the
Da Nang area which included two rifle
companies landing by helicopter and
two companies by LVIP5's and LCM6's,

BLT 3/26 (-) (Rein) completed operations
for an operation on Hour Glass island,
Quang Ngai province, The operation

was cancelled by III MAF 12 hours
before H&L-Hour.

Gen John E. WILLIAMS, CG, 9th MAB,
presented awards while aboard the
USS Valley Forge.

BLT 3/26 (=) (Rein) completed prepara-
tions for an operation south of the
CUA Viet River and west of Wunder
Beach in Quang Tri province. The
operation was cancelled “y III MAF

1) hours prior to H&L-Hour.

The Honorable J. H. Chafee, the
Secretary of the Navy, presented
awards while aboard the USS Valley
Forge during his visit to Vietnam,

Enclosure (1)
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PART IV
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS -
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gane eurc:u,ul nrablonse. Sanc ninoy nedieok probloms wore txoatod at Loih
3/11 BAS ond Tih Rominental ALd Stosion, S3ild; ecpabilities wore linited
gines thore mp ne rwming wtor, nor avodlobility of dicgnontic tostoe
g Spdly wome weso nodo to BoR 2nd Bun ond IBA Toeplfod for consulibotion which
._, proved vary btmeffodal in nodionl trentment. Sorfowoly woumded or 111 nede
ovoes vee avacuonted fo Dollang for Inmedinte cnd eopablo trectuonte

Page, sa6faf 1o
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RLLASSIFIED
poprostotion

lioldcopter sapport was provided by IAG=10 consisting of
CHd6ir%. amd Cli-%3 %8,

G Loprami ﬁ.{%

(1) Gadégelr, During the porlod of 31 laxeh thwough 3 lay 194)
inclusive ;. the somrmnicotion thom furpishod the noccosay corrnmicotione
o m'qppom thﬂ Bobtalion londing Teon in operntion YOklohoma Hillsh
Ahongh oo top envermos voxe aployed to tho exhent poosible, woximmm
corxmnicotions in the rountoinous jugle termoin was o condinous prodlem.
Froquengy intorforonoe tng espordienccd fron Hine to Htinc and opproprenise
re-orts avhoitiod. T mmbor of obedsicns onerating on 4o My Supooed
ot caused o problem. IH wao suonosted pome wndts sviteh o tho coge
ondoyy fzoquoninye T 7THh Ibadines eormmicntion oleetronies officor
sald it wvoe nod feasible and fefuned the roquesd,

(2) Rodio. A1l functional end tootical radiovnsts wro
poordad o the BIT GoPs The moor CoP. nenidtored the BUE TAC §1 Tete
The four map odio decan depotohed to RO DA A on 20 loveh 1962 %o osiedhe
4iah o rolay sito for the DLT YAC and logioties Cuppors Mot nodntained
hode ot thwonchons the ondire operoidors

{3) lopsoro Conteme The T4h liawine Regdmont rointoined the
carvamicoiions and drrnho (;!mt.@ rd h courdor deiivery and pichenp yao-
wided by 81T 3/2C nooonee ombicr. Gourdor sowvice bolmen the BLP CoPs
md the poar Coi’e won voboblished and vounlly docttxed.avery two or threo
deyny dupaddng on holdcoptor ovallebility. '

{4) UizofModio Reloy. No modic mhy wog aplo ede Fownnld
ineannl wize lines were oobablishoed in tho renr G.P. with two brunl:

Linos to fie Tih lhsdng Repinent ond one hot lince fron T$h Marino 000 %o
BB 3/260 wez C0Cs Tho 4021 babtory inotalled o mrdtohboond at Golo
Ragtlosnolo doe .,n'toms“‘ commnindoations, In oAdition soumd povor toloe
phones, TA«k's wore inotolled ns hot lines between out pooloo

Poge, thof WBpanes
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FULRYS TILT OF| QUAITITY UShD
DESORIPTION Isgus [ IROL 10T ST
Polynosmo B2 ] 172
Erthwonyoin By 4
Prodisono TADS 160
Kaopectote GAL i
Aotified Tobs (100) iy 4
Soddum Chloride 1,000cc BT 2
Aerospordn OTIS BT 2
Belladonna{ 500} B? i
Robdtusoin BY 13
Zastein (100(}) BT 31
Tuzogin Oint ER i
{ Librtun Cops (10aem) QKPS 20
Collidmm oy 2
Pazafon Fepde {100) B 3
Sompazing Spowsule {250; BT 2
Daxvon Cpd 32%c Yy /2
llerthiolote (ph) 2 1
" Tope RLS %2
4" Ase \eops Ba 24
3" Apo Vieopo BA 60
Kling Guase LA 26
Brndoide {100) BX 7]
Compresoed Guoze 3WIGyds [PRG io
Gon woveed Cuaze 2"X6pds [PED 50
Crovate LA g4
Sm DBattle Dresainge (240e) X 19
avgev Guoze (200) PEI i35
4'=4" Guoge (20(3; PRR 4
Surgionl blades 410 PG i
A.amr.l.oa't bladoo 13’11 PES 6
Cuttems Sobe (V) BA 50
Iris Seissorn P 2
Moy ‘ A in
Tommigquots BA an
: Cisgors, 8" Heavy 2R G
9515m303m$ 250 iOotton tdp apnlieators £3's2] 6
(5150033200 | Thomonetons BA 42
5308105025 | Snrp on Bottles BA Y440
0530=704=T540 (Hylon Litters BA 50
D545-957-7650 | Surpdonl Sots B4 &
31018066000 | Field led Books BA 24
§920=772-935 | Scamb Brugh EA 2
Paigs « 2 of spPoges
ISR 382
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W SPICIAL BQUIPIIIY AID TUINEGILS

3¢ s and 10,000 pound corbat traps did not produce tho desived
resulie in clearing the FSB and 188, Mnd-dosees vere utilised vory esSfethively

be Jumglc ponotrabors wrewe used for evocustion of node-tvoos ond
othor nopsomel going 0 the woar.

¢, Mr = Gromd norking oyotem SOP use of pyrotecknic soolo, air
ponels, strebe lights and beocons were wsed in growmd controllod
air striles,

do &n ovder to pinpoint wndl locations, rescotions were toleen fmovu
Llbmination rownds fired at spoecific grids with exsoilont xooulis,

e SUTAIDIRS AUALYSIS

0e The pission oscigned to BLT 3/26 in operction "Ollahooo IHLIa"
was o eonduct reconnadissomoe in foree oporobions and $o find, fix and
destroo the eneny, his noterialis ond fortificotions, It becane very
ovident early in the operation that the oney chose o visthdzay fron
the aren of oporatbion oand loft only smell sisze wnita o fight o doloy-
ing option in Doso coops vhen and if Shey wore (dsecvored by uwndts of
tho BLE. lomy of the onony illed by tho 33D wore bolleved %o bo trone
aianks separated fron $helr wnito noving into op out of the A0,

be The gporation wos hipghly succeosinl in rempoest fo the mnmenous
boss coaws thot vewe discoversd ond destroyeds Ihaing the conduct of
the oporation the enany woe domded the uoe of the Chorlic Ridge « Doppy
Talloy comploges for storing anrumition and pegsuppldcs and tho stoging
of his forcos dn preparction for future opcrotions, e wos eloo donied
Lonnehinge axons for hio roeko$s agoinst populated creas ond nilitory ine
stollations, Duping the termxe of the oporaliion, three (3) lowge hose
pitaln wore ddscovercd ond cvidencce extracted fropm docnncpdt found withe
in tho hoepitels oconfimmed tho IVA wore wdllizing thofe-iructuren to
treat victins of naloxio. The lorgest woopons ond nobowiol coshos £
srere thoee thot wore meovored in et meomimontal CGoPog fivo 12,7
nochineruns, D40 vockots, ftwo 8&1I morbors were Just o for of mnerous
othor G5V oo well as loxge anounts of asooxted amrrmition that wero eope
‘L’-\mﬂﬁu ¢

- G0 Tho toreoin throushout the Charlic Ridgieumypic 3os very difficnld
t0 oove throwh ond alneet irposoible 40 oonouver wndis ine The beot
rontes 4o trovel wore those that hiod boon estoblishod by the eneny
and are locobked on the tops of the ridges am woll oo thoge thot lead
down, in tho deawm, vhere tho bose saps ware loecokode

Faga 130038 Pogos
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do Toldeoptor ovoilobilisy for wosupply and ned-gvoco wom soflofoctory,
. Beldcopter uvqi.!”.ubiuﬁy for pro<plomed troop novoments was corplotcely
moabiafostory, thue Undtiog the copebilily of e BLY %o zeact to
mxampomacl enarty movenent In oeder o cotoblish blockiny: forees to proe
'ﬂm"" his cocapes

8s FOB wttlosm_l”c woe conasruched withdn, five &nbn effter the opape
ation acenemstd.” The £irc bose encompossed the hill 749 eorplox opd
contadnod within the porinoter "oV Bizy 3/13, "M By 1/13 Mo 3/26
orponde GUTI mertor. pl...toon,, The IZ could occopt up to and incldiding
00-55 holioopiors. Tho oize of the porincter distated ono wifile eompany
and & -provicionnl platoon conposed of persomnnol fron atbochod wdte of
the DIT, Couotant patrols ond OP's vore maintained theoughout day Richs
hours ond K llor teans ymre coployed in bours of dorkmess,

£» Yirce support provided by the supporting arme loocbed ab $he FSD
wns pendily avellable and en colle. ISI. fiwes were conducted ench. ndghd
md edequnsoly covered 4hn A.0. with cidpocted rosulta. Propoxotion fixes
for the sompanier pridnsp. moving out in tho attoaok afd not produss - .
the deslred vomults, This wus o constant nroblar os in nony instonces
it cormmders could not pi.nupmm, their positions under the vanopy ond
domm in he bheowy undorgrowth. fdcded cbecrvation wvas ooployed for this
purposa, oy odjuotnonts of £ire were nmade by wounds alone ond this of
source it mdesirables Yneo the fives wore odjustil an toxpoh the xoo
pults of dootruction vere oo oxpoctods Tho lonoon leoyned in thog
whon oporading in the canony o walt coymot oxpost fmmediote on eoll Live
. to ba dolivered on tavpet, dus to tho it eocmmdem Inability to
pirmmoint his wnlt ox the tavpet 20600

lﬁ RLCOLE 7/ IDATLOLIS

ge  I% is highly recommendoed that clooor ooo:t.ﬂina:tian bebwoon ine
fantry <mit cormandors ond wing atafiss ot provide hnhmptw for
Eroop novenont be effoctody Reolizivs the linitod mmber of helicoptom
goilable oach day 4% in f£0l% by this coomonder thot bobter linison and
prior plamilng could Improve the ubilizotion of avalloble heldeoptors ond
therofora provide boebtier response time for the infontry uniis to recst
to the enoay¥s doploynont of his foreos, / o
12”*”’” j p
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