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FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO, R7th Marine Regt ltr 3 /HHM/hhm
of 9 May 68

From: Commanding General, 5th Marine Division (-)(Rein),
FMF, Camp Pendleton, California 92055

To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AQO3D), Head- -

quarters, Marine Corps, Washington, D. C. 20380
Via: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific,
FPO San Francisco 96602

Subj: Command Chronolcgy for the period 1 January - o
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RICHARD R. BREEN
Chief of Staff
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' HEADQUARTERS

27th Marine Regiment
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO, San Frencisco, California 96602
3/ o/ him
5750
g May 1968

Froms QCommanding Officer
Tos Commanding General, 5th Marine Division (Rein), BT

Subjs Command Chronology; special sutmission of

"Refs (a) MMCO 5750.24

Encl: .(1) Commend Chronology, 27th Marines for period 1 January

1.

(b) FMFPacO 5750.8
(c) Div0 5750.24

to 15 February 1968

In accordence with the provisions of references (a}), (b) and

(c), enclosure (1) is submitted.

As G. SCHWENK

DISTRIBUTION: "Special"

5th MarDiv (3)
Regt 5~3  (4)
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- Headquarters Company, 27th Merines (-)
2nd Battalion, 27th Marines (-)

3rd Battelion, 27th Marines (-)
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PART T

CRGANIZATIONATL DATA

DES IGNATION

27th Marines (-)

SUBORDINATE TNITS

.

COMMANDER

Col A. J. CASTAGNA -
1 = 21 January 1968

Col 4. G. SCHIENK
22 Jan - 15 Feb 1968

Maj L. .. BEFYMER

LtCol T. J. STEVENS
1 - 4 Jamary 1968

LtCol T. J. WOODHM
5 Jan = 15 Feb 1968

LCCATION. Marine Corps Base, Camp Pendleton, California 92055

STAFEF OFFICERS

be

Ce

de

e‘.

fa

gl\‘

Executive Officer

Adjutant/S=1

S~2 Officer

S5-3 Officer

S~4 Officer
Communications Officer

Medical Offieer

2

ENCLOSURE (1)

LtCol W. G. RODES

Maj R. He BENNETT
1 ~ 17 Jarmary 1968

C&pt L. D. RICHARDS
18 Jon - 14 Feb 1968

1st It R. S. HUNSBURGER
15 February 1968

Mej We Re BALL
1 Jen ~ 14 Ped 1968

Mad D. F. LALFORD
15 February 1968

Maj Ta Ko IINCH ~ f -
Maj Re D. BURNETTE

Lt (MC) B. GIBSON (USN)
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83 1963

- LtCmdr M. C. LEOWARD
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PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Turing the month of January, 1968 the Regiment had two change of
command ceremoniess On 5 January, 1968 Lieutenant Colonel Te J. STEVENS
was relieved by lieutenant Colonel T. J. WOODHAM, Jre as the Commanding
ufficer of the 3rd Battalion, 27th Marines. On 22 Jenuary, 1968 a regi-
naasal change of command ceremony was held when Colonel Ae Je CASTAGHA
w28 relieved by Colonel L. Ge SCEWENK as the Regimental Commander, 27th
Marines(~),

Activities during the month of January centered primarily around the
preparation and execution of battalion size airlift training exercises.
BExtensive training at all levels of the Command continued on annual marks-
nanship, acquiring battlesight zero's, swimming, physical readiness as
well as required general military subjects training and especially that
oriented towards operations in Vietnam.

The 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines conducted & full scale BLT Airlift
Bxercise (Operation RANCHER CORRAL) during the period of 24-30 January
1968, [dditionally, a company from the 3rd Battalion, 27th Marines acted
3 the aggressor force for the exercise, and the Regimental Staff estab-~
1ished a Tactical Exercise Control headgquarters for the operation. Cf
ajor pignificance was the utilization of the previously conceived Staging
131 Loading Support Group (December, 1967) which proved to be of great
<aivae in relief of the administrative and logistical burdens of the
.. mining unit, by organizetions not participating in the operation, thereby
“ilowing the training battelion to achieve maximum benefit from the
ssheduled training. The basic concept and edministrative deteils of thie
_maovation was previously submitted during the month of December to the
amanding General, Sth Marine Division.

he lessons learned ond the exercise of all facets,during the month of
‘umurky, derived from the planning, preparation and execution of Operation
+{NCHER CORRAL is considered to have improved the combat readiness of the
Soumand considerablye

During the first half of February, 1968, prior to the receipt of the
Jurving Order and subsequent deployment of the Regiment to the Republic
- Vietnam, the Regiment continued to concentrate in training in accordance
with current directives from higher headquarters.

On 13 February, the 27th Marines were ordered to deploy to the Republic
. Vietnam, by air and surface, and ceme under Operationel and Ldministra-
*ive control of the 1t Marine Division (Rein).

ENCLOSURE (1)
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PLRT TII

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICALNT EVENTS

1s  SIGNIFIC/NT TOPICS

as JIntelligences In addition to normal intelligence functions, the
Battalion7Reginental Intelligence Sections prepared the necessary training
naterial which was required for Operation RINCHER CORR!

be Training. In addition to the airlift training exercise {enumerated
in Part IV, Annex A) training throughout the Regiment consisted of the
waguired General Military Subjects Training, RVN Orientation, innual
Marksmanship Requalification, Battlesight Zero, Physicel Readiness Testing
ans other rolated subjects.

ce Operations, The only significent operation conducted during
January was Operagtion RiNCHER CORRAL (an Battalion, 27th Marines - Part
IV Amex A).

de Logisticse The most significant item to report within the area of
‘\ogistics was the sharp increase in personnel fed in the 3rd Battalion
Mesg Hall during January, an increase of 7,000 rations over the previous
mcvtize (Part IV, innex B refers).

ee Medical. During the month of Jamuary the Division Surgeon 's Offdee
el o re-inspection of facilities and noted that corrections had been
mede since the Commanding General!s Inspection previously held in November.

2o CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING OF SIGNIFIC.NT LVENTS

17 = 19 January 1968 Cold Weather Training, F.ILON, NEVADL
Fefs Jnnex A

24 - 30 January 1968 Operation R/NCHER CORRAL
lefs [nnex A

15 February 1968 ‘ Deployment.of RLT-27 to RVN
Reft CG, 5th MarDiv RLT-27 fir Movement

Lfter Action Report of 19 Mar 1968.
( SECRET)
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PART IV

SWPORTING DOCTMENTATION

Chronology for 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines (=)~ ANNEX A ?>‘~ﬂ e

wiLlem M

Chronology for 3rd Battalion, 27th Marines (-) — ANNEX B
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