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BEADQ,tJARTERS 

27th Narine Regiment 
1st Marine Divi<lion (Rein), F1VlF 

FPO, San Franciscol' California 96602 
3/I-Im/hbm 
5750 
9 May 1968 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General, 5th Marine Division (Rein), »IF 

Subj: Command Chronology; special submission of 

. Ref: (a) 1100 5750.2A 
(b) m'lFPacO 5750.8 
(c) DivO 5750.2A 

Encl: ,(1) Command Chronology, :~7th Marines for period 1 January 
to 15 February 1968 

1. In accordance with the provi:3ions of references (a), (b) and 
(c), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

DISTRIBUTION: "Special" 

'5th MaxDiv (3) 
Reg!; S-3 (4) 

Total of 7 

i~2!;tJe.t"-'-h"L 
.Ii. G. SCH\tJEl'lK 
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EEADQ.UARTERS 
27th Marine Regiment 

1 st :(I~arine Divis i on (Rein), ]'111F 
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602 

C<l1M1JW CHRONOLOGY (Special) 

1 January to 1~5 February 1968 

P JoRT I ORGMTIUTIOliLL D.uTA 

Pl.RT II - NARRliTIVE STIHHllRY 

PllRT III - SEQ,UE:NTIl~L LISTING OF SIGNIFICi:J..TT EVENTS 

P 1.RT 'IV' - SUPPORTING DOCUNENTiS 
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1. I>ESIGNLTION 

27th Marines (-) 

PhRT I 

ORG1lN!z.A TIONl4L. DAT';" 

3UBORDn-rNrE m~m 

Headquarters Company, 27th Marines (-) 

2nd Battalion, 27th M~ines (-) 

3rd Battalion, 27th Marines (-) 

Col A. J~ C.ASTJ.GNJ .. 
1 - 21 January 1968 

Col A. G. SClMEN!{ 
22 Jan - 15 Feb 1968 

Maj L. L. BEHYMER 

LtCol L. J. B1...C HER 

LtCol T. J. S~lS 
1 - 4 January 1968 

LtCol T. J. vJOODHtlM 
5 Jan - 15 Feb 1968 

2. LOCATION. YJ.a.rine Corpa Base, Camp Pendleton, California 92055 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

0... ~ecutive Offioer LWol N. G. RonE3 

b. Mjutant/S-1 MD.j R. H. BENlrETT 
1 - 17 Januaxy 1968 

Capt L. D. RICHtJillS 
18 Jan - 14 Feb 1968 

1st Lt R. S. HDNS:BURGER 
15 February 1968 

o. S-2 Officer Maj J. J. BURTON 

d. 3-3 Officer MiJ.j ,I{. R. B1J:..t 
1 Jun - 14 Feb 1968 

}laj D. Ii'. llLFORD 
15 Februaxy 1968 

" 

e. 3-4 Officer Mnj T. K. LYNCH $' " . . 

f. Communications Officer Haj R. D. BURNETTE 

g~ ~iedioo.l O£fiQer Lt (Me) B. GIBSON (USN) 

EnOLOOuaEl (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 

.. 



.. 

USMC - .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

LtQndr U. C. LEOliARD 

7 

~ 

71 

.QEE 

o 

EN'CL03UBE (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 

o 



DECLASSIFIED 

PART II 

NARRATIVE S~Y 

Daring the month: of January, 1968 the Regiment had two change of 
(;O!rlmand oeremonies. On 5 January, 1968 Lieutenant Colonel T. J. STEVENS 
\lrLS relieved by Lieutenant Colonel T. J'. WOODHAM, Jr. as the Commanding 
v'ffioer of the 3rd Battalion, 27th Mari,nes. On 22 January, 1968 a regi­
mClt31 ohange of oommand oeremony was held when Colonel A. J. CAST1.GN.ll. 
VlO,s relieved by Colonel A. G. SCHWENK a,s the Regimental. Commander', 27th 
l1arines ( - )'iI 

Aotivities during the month of Januaxy centered primarily around the 
preparation and exeoution of battalion size airlift training exeroises~­
Extensive training at all levels of the Command oontinued on annual maxks­
)jl9JlShip, acquiring battlesight zero's', swimming, physical readiness as 
well as requ.i.red general military subjE!cts training and especially that 
oriented towa,rds operations in Vietnam'.' 

The 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines conducted a full scale :OLT l~irlift 
:Gxerci~e (Opero.tion RANCHER CORRAL) during the period of 24-30 January 
'1968. 1.dditionally, a oompany from the 3rd Battalion, 21th Marines aoted 
,.;.,J the aggressor force for the exerCise, and the RegimentaJ. Staf,r..estab­
Itshed a Tactioal Exeroise Control headquarters for the operation. or 
"lj0:t' signifioance was the utilization of the previously oonceived staging 
'.;.1 Loading Support Group (December, 1967) whioh proved to be of great 
":',~L'~l8 in relief' of the administrative and logistical burdens of' the 

~. ::';ining lmit, by organizations not participating in the operation', thereby 
··l'Lo·,rir.g the training battalion to a.ohl.eve mrocimum benefit from the 
jd''lcduled training; The bo.sic conoept and administrative details of this 
.~;1l0iTa.tion 'WaS previously submitted during the month of Deoember to the 
>"'IDaI'.dil.1g General, 5th Mn.rine Division. 

;:~e lessons learned nnd the exercise of all facets} during the month of 
:w~u:,xYh derived from the plemning, preparation nnd execution of Operation 

"i..lIJCBER CClE.IU.L is considered to have improved the combat readiness of the 
JOLilnand oonsidera.bly; 

l).lring the first half of February, 1!968, prior to the receipt of the 
.!':l.;eling Order and subsequent deployment of the Regiment to the Republic 
rJ:: li'ieJ,;nam, the Regiment oontinued to o oncentrate. in trnining in accordance 
:rl.th current directives £rom higher hea.dquarters. 

an. 1} Februar.t' the 27th Marines were crdered to deploy to the Republic 
,I: Vietnam; by air and surface, and crulle under Operational and Mministra­
'.:;"N:l control of the 1st Marine Division (Rein). 
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P1iRTIII 

SEQUENTIlili LISTI~G OF~QNIFIC~ EV~~TS 

1 ~§!illLIFICi,NT TOPICS 

a~ Ji"telli once. In ac1dition to normal intelligence functions, the 
B2.ttalioll Roginental IntelligencG Sections prepared the neoesaary training 
"Glaterial which was required for Opera.tion RlJfCHER CORRII1. 

b. Training. In addition to the airlift training exercise (Gnumerated 
in Part IV, Annex A) training throughout the Regiment consisted of the 
:f~'3quired Ge:1eral Military Subjects Training, RV1~ Orientation, llnnual 
Harksma.."l.ship Requalification, Pattlesight Zero, Physice.l Readiness Testing 
anc. :;ther r,::;lated subjects. 

c: ~~ations~ The only significant operation conducted during 
Ja:..1.uaxy was Opera.tion Ri:.NCHER CORR./'.L (2nd Battalion, 27th Marines - Part 
r{ Annex A). 

d. j:Jofti.stios~· The most significant item to report within the area of 
c :>gis-tics ,vaS the sharp increase in personnel fed in the 3rd Battalion 

.':')88 Fdl during January, an increase of 1,000 rations over the previous 
mCVl.t::J.. (Part IV, i.Jmox B refers). 

e. Medical. During the month of' January the Division Surgeon's Offio.6 
;.p.l~ a. re-inspection of facilities and noted that corrections had been 
1':<;,1e since the Commanding General's Inspection previously held in November. 

?o 9mlONOLOGICIl1 LIS~ING OF SIGNIFIGlJ:TT I!llENTS 

17 - 19 January 1968 

~4 - :;0 J nnuary 1968 

15 February 1968 

Cold 'vGather Training, FiJ.,LON, ID..'V IJ)L 
li~ef: .tJ1lleX 1~ 

Operation Rl.NCBER COBR.llli 
Hef: Lnnex 1~ 

Ileployment.of RLT-27 to RVN 
Heft CG, 5th r1arDiv RLT-27 Air Movement 

J.fter Action Report of 19 Mar 1968~ 
(SECRET) 
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" P.Al:lT IV 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

Chronology for 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines (_) v 

Chronology for 3rd Battalion, 27th Mlrines (-) ..... 
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