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DECLASSIFIED 

HEADQU4TERS ._l 
2nd Battalion, 27th ~nes . 

1st 1'1arine Division 
Fro San Francisco, California 96602 

UNClASSIFIED 
Commanding Officer 
Commanding Officer, 27th r.1arine Regiment 

3/WCE/jrn 
5150 , 
2 *Jr.! 1968 

Command Chronology for Period 1 rlarch 1968 to 31 Barch 19€58 

~
a) ECO 5150.2 
b) FNj]'PacO 5150.8 
c) DivO 5750.28 

Enol: .1(1) 2nd Battalion, 21th Narines Comnand Chronology 

1. In accordance with t,1e provisions of reference (a), (b), and 
( c), erlClo8ul'e (1) is .• ~ubmi t ted~; . 

"\J.",' , ;4:/ L 
'-'0'-- " ,,: (1:.- ~ 

LOUIS J. Btc:tliB. 

UIClASS1HEll 
r Ill-'8' 2/27 S~C #- -_ ••••. ----.)10] 

COpy -J-. - _ of J- d:,.~QPlg$ 
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2nd Bn, 27th Marines 
1st Nanne Division (Rein) 

15th I TIn 
19th IT 'I'm 
1st Div KGS Tro 

None 

J~T'rACHED UNITS 

E Btry, 2nd En, 13th r1ar, .Arty Liaison 
E Bt:r:y,2nd;Bn, ·1:;tk Ma.:r, (4) ro Tins· 
Rdqtrs Btry, 2nd En, 13th Nar, S.ii'CP 
11th Eotor Transport, Det 
Co C, 1st Engr Bn, 1st Nar Div, Det 
9th COEiIil Bn, Radio Relay Tm 
HdqtIs Co, 27th !liar - Sniper TIn 

1-31i:·iar68: DaNang, RVN 

Executive Officer 

S .. 1 

S-2 

S-3 

S-3A 

S-3L/i.J1) 

U~CUSSIFltD 

LtCol LOUIS J. BACHER 
1i':Iar-31Har68 

1-31Har68 
1-31Nar6S 
1-31Har6S 
1-311.iar6S 
1-31Ear68 
1-31Har68 
1-311vlar6e 
1-31Liar68 
1-31llar6e 
1-31l\lar6S 

Eaj C.W. GIBSON, Jr. 
1-27}J,,·r68 

Huj R. N. GRt.T'i:AH 
28-31har68 

1 st1t R. 1. W..sSE 
1-2 Tiviar6 8 

1 stLt ri. D. P.b.'"rTJiliSON 
28-3111ar68 

WO L .• DEJOHN 
1-31Nar6a 

1stLt R. ~. D~FF 

1-31Har68 

Naj R. E. iilllili'rROHG 
·1-31Har68 

Capt \'l. J. FillHING 
1-31i1Iar68 

1stLt C. ii. THOf.lPSON 
1-3Wiar6e 
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Liaison Officer UNCUSSIfiED 1,tLt w~. FOO 

S-4 

S-5 

Ordnance Officer 

COliuuunications Officer 

Hotor Transport Officer 

Supply Officer 

Surgeon 

Hedical Officer 

Chaplain 

HlhS Company Commander 

E Company Conunander 

l!' COnpa.11;Y Commander 

G COl;lpany Commander 

H Company Commander 

1-31liar68 

2ndLt B. '1'. JONES, 
1-17Har68 

2ndL-t itl. C. i.:V JJ.\lS 
11-31Har68 

1stLt ii. I. l..LBX1J:IDc.:R 
1-3tHar68 

Capt II'. L. \tIILLIluiJSOU 
1-311'1ar68 

VIO R. V. '.iI1LI..IJviS 
1- 31liar68 

1s tIt 'f. L.YjJ)ON 
1-311\lar6S 

1 stLt i.. I. lJiliXilfiDER 
1-31har6S 

\10 R. Y. "lHLLllJ'.fS 
1-31Har68 

LT H. R. COHET.t~ USHR 
1-31L:ar68 

LT J. H. JOill~SON USNR 
1-}li'lar6e 

L'1' ii. E. IiUZJ3SCHHLN 
1-311'Iar68 

1 stLt 1 •• i'1. 30BKO~iH.K 

1-31har68 

Capt H. H. DUPLtR, J'r. 
1:-31Nar68 

Capt VI. D. COLLINS, Jr. 
1-31Har6S 

Capt vi. C. S~J..IlVlli 
1-31l:1ar68 

Capt D. L. Bl.R'£LETT 
1-31Nar6s 
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4. QlJLRLGE iYJONTf STitENGT IClASSIFIED • 
USNC USN OTHER 

Off Dl!l Pff Dnl Off Dnl 

37 1048 3 51 None Hone 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Pl;R'r II 

~. 

/ 

U~CUSSlfltD -
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• . ~~ -

, . I 

DU~il; h of Harch the Battalion part4ated in a 
number of varied· ntivi ties including combu'l.ed operations \'1ith 
the 2/51 and 4/51 J'JwN and 1st Brigade ROK harine Corps units; 
providing secUti ty for the I'OVJ Compound t:Iarble Honntc.in, DaNang; 
improvement of CP defensive positions and housekeeping chores 
involved ,·lith further development of the Battalion COEtI!lru'ld Post. 
jl.dditionally, the Battalion conducted ddly combat patrols 

, saturating that portion of the Rocket Belt Itlithin tJ'le T'wR. 

On 7 and (3 Hareh 1968, Company Z (-) c1.nd Company H IJartici­
pated in a combined operation with eleu811ts of the 51 st ~.RVN Regi­
ment, 1st Brigade ROKHC, 1st Battalion 7th Harines, and. the 5th 
J.rmoreCt Infantry Company (USL). E Company and. H Company established 
blocking position north along tile Song La Tho river "rhile the 1st 
Brigade RQimC conducted a s'veep wi thin the HOl( 'l'i_vR. L provi sional 
platoon fron H&S Company 2/27 provided a reserve force for tije 
operation. 

O.118118~rch 1968 the Battalion conducted. its first s;-,la11 unit 
operanol'l. CC111pan;:r G provided a blocking force w.ile (;ompari.y' F 
swept th8 east and west banks of the Song Bau Xau River. One platoon 
of' t.he '4/51~..RVN. 'pravicred support for Gloiilonts of Company:b' s¥meping 
on the east bank of the river. 

On 22 liarch 1968 the Battalion conducted its second sma.ll unit 
operation. Company G maintained blocking position in the area of 
Due Ky vlithin the Battalion. 'r. •• OR, while eleljlcnts of t:,0 51st ".RVH 
Regiment sUPl)orted by tanks, 1VTf s and a platoon froLl Company]' 
swept tJl.e area. On 31 Harch another operation '''11.8 carriod out in 

,.the same vicinity to clear an area adjacent to tilG village of Due 
Ky.'· Coapany G set up a blocking position ru'lQ two cOElpanies of the 
5,i,9t • .INN Regiment s\~ept and cleared tho area of La Tho Bao (3). 

On 28 Harch 1968 two platoons of Company F supported t".ro 
companies' of tho ~'1st l.RVH Regiment in a search and dostroy opera­
tion,nor"Gh of the Song Bau Xau river and cast of tile Ee Dong bridge. 
Company F set in blocking position on the south bank of the river 
as 4/51 elemc:nts swept soutllcast. 

Tho TID-ttalion also conducted two other smaller operations. 
On 14 arrel 15 Harch 1968? the third platoon (Rein) of COiJ.pany :J!' 
operated in support of a search and clee,r operation conducted by 
the 3m Battalion 27th i'iar-inos. On 16 I-iarch 1968, tho 1st platoon 
(Rein) COLrpan;'F H Has dosignatod Sparrow rT...a.wk at'J.ct was lifted by 
Helicopter to provide security for a duwned aircraft. 

The Battalion provided security forces for tiiG PO'..' Compound 
Harble Eountdn, DaNang between 1 Harch and. 2S Harch196S. ,The 
1 st Platoon (hein) of COLrIJMy G and Company F provided sGcuri ty 
from 1 Harch 1968 until 11 Hal:ch 1966, when they VIera :L'elieved by 
2nd platoon Cor;rpany H. On 28 harch 1968 2nd platoon Conpany H 
retu:mod to OPCOJ~ ,to ~he Battalion. ' 

On 12 Larch 1968 Company :ill was ,releasod to Oi:-'COH 1st Bn, 7th 
Harines and returnod OPCON to tho Battalion on ,0 Harch 1968. 

UNCLASSIfiED 
DECLASSIFIED 



Adc1i"-'-UUGL.L 
Compru~ F departed 
Division elements. 
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26 Narch 1968, the 3rd Platoo.ein) 
to provide Rough Rider security for 1st 

/-

The first change in the Battalion 'i'AOR was received on 6 
liiarch 1968. The boundary was extended from coord 033658 to the 
southern boundary of the Battalion TaOR to include the west bank 
of the Song Vihn Dien river. This established the eastern boundary 
of the TADR. On 8 Narch 1968 the boundary between the 1st Battalion 
and 3:rd Battalion, 27th Harines was redefineu. rrhe new boundary 
is from 984633 east along a well definecl trail to 007659 southeast 
along the trail through Nhon 'rho (2) to 028654 nOr1:;.L-lcast to the 
eastern bo~~de_ry at 034658. 

On 31 Harch 1968 the Battalion assumed 1.1l·CiJN of the 1st Battalion, 
27th IliarLnes 'l'AOR. 

At approximately 0300 on 4 Earch 1908 the Batt8..1ion Command 
Post rceeiv6fl apprOXimately 15 to 20 incc"ling 82;':l.l1 mortar rounds. 
This 'VTaS the first such attack on the CP since~h8 J3,,~tt<1lion releived 
3/5 in February. 

\-'lith the occupation of a ne'" area only six vloeks ago, most of 
the day to day 2.ctivitiee of t;lG Batt;::dion personnc:l \>iitllin the 
Command Post were involved. in improvCI.len.t of "Gb!0 al.Ga) with con.:tLrlUed 
emphasis on training. On 5 Harch 1968 t~x: Battalj ~m received 982 
H-16 rifles anel. began issue on 7 Narch 1968. vn -13 harch 1968 the 
Sea· Tail from Camp Pendleton arrived in the DaNang area and was 
trucked to the Battalion Command Post on 14 and 15 J:.larch1968. On 
18 fii2Ich 1968 'construction began on gun positions 1:"lQ bunkers for 
E Battery, 13th I'larines who vlill di spl2.cc:: from vic of hill 55 to tho 
Battf\lion's OF sometimes during April 1968. The 2ncL Platoon, Company 
B, 5t];1 Tanlc Bn, was assigned to the Batt2,lion on 28 HEereh 1968 and 

c,. '~wa8 "imIllccliately employod in the CP perimoter security and at the 
....•. Ha 'Dong bridge. 

On 18 Nardi 1968 a ma.jor Civic Action project cOli1Elonced lidthin 
the Battalion TAOR. The 7t.h Enginoers surveyod a d2..ffi sHe at vic 
coord 007651:· for futuro constructioi!.. 'rho dam is to bo constructed 
by local Victn8L,esG as part of tl10 Revolutionary Dovoloj:l.oment 
ProgrDlll in e.n effort to irri1:Sate severe,l rice proclUcing areas. 

rrhc :=;'-5 S(~ction of tile Battalion has also initiated several 
Civic Action progrruns to include mobile 1"ll;;})CAPS, Loaflet Drops, and 
i:ie(;,lth an(~ Hygenic programs. Coordination was made with all .iJWN, 
Regional li'orcos, and C.(U' units wi t. ,in t ~lO Battalion TM)R. 

U~CUSSlfl~D 
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1Mar 

5Mar 

6Har 

1 
1st HP 

DECLASSIFIED 

~MCi ASS!~it~ • 
(Re~~ ~opany~ ~cooP&ny F 

Bn at Narblc Iviountain, Dal'Tang. 
OPCOH to 

Tho Battalion COl:lJ.1and Post roccivod an Gstirlntod 15 to 
20 rOU",1ds of 82f.1m Dorto.r fira. 

- Tho Battalion recoj.ved an allot:ucnt of 982 rifles, 
H16, 5.561Jn. 

- Tho Batt2.lion Tl.0R was chang"Od froo 033658 to tho 
southern boundo.ry. 3/27 ':i'i.OR includos all of Song Vihn 
Dicno 

7Har - Batt8.lion supply cornencod issuo of h16 rifles. 

7-8Har -}J COl'1pany (-), H Conpa.ny, 211Ci. u. 1:'rovisbnal I'lL:toon"lf 

miar 

11Har 

11Har 

12Har 

E&S COf.iP811Y took part in a cc,:,binod opera ti on l-Ji tit the 
5"'!st .I .. I?VIJ Hcgif.lont) tne HOILlbl:i.c of KoroG. jiccrine Corps 
.fI:c:igadu, 5th .I .. I'J.1oreci 1nf Co (OSi .. ) , 8.11d. K Co[).pany, 1st 
Fr-} 7th Harir"os. 

- Tho En r.r~.OR boundary bet\.loen 1/27 and 2/27 \-las redo fined. 

IS3U.i10d OPCON of COnpEL!:lY F' c.~ml 1st P:;"atoon (Rein) CODpany 
G j"i.·on -I s t J'lIP Bn. 

- 211':1. Platoon Corapany II rolc8.sccl to OPC{)~T 1 at LP Bn, 
D<iNang. 

CODPllilY :ill chopped OPCON to 1 st Bn, 7tl:,. liD . .t'ii.10S. 

14-15!.'1ar - 3rd Platuon, Conpeny F (Rein) supported a cOL'.bat sweep 
conductod by tbe 3rd Bn, 27th Hnrin.os, 

17Har 

18I!1ar 

1 Ellar 

18liar 

18Har 

22Har. 

26Har 

Chopped 1 s t Pla toun Cw.parly H C}:'()J:N to 3rd En, 7 th llarines. 
ii-; sc:..pport· of SparI'OvT HaWk opcrp,tions. 

'7 \;I:J Bngi.noo:t'8 surveyed. dEID si to for cons truction in 
8·1.1]1.9nJ."~ of :rill Px·ogran. 

~, CrYlJ "t:cuci;ion cO~:iL1enc0d '.vi thin Be.ttalion CP area on 
p"sii.io'1 for E Btry, 13th l1aril1Gs. 

- Co}:"pany G (-) pe.rticipatod with olc[lonts of the 51st 
i.RVN Regt in a c.::mbat sweep of Song Bac Xau river. 

- Co:.pany G participated ,·Ii th clu;,cnts of tho 51st l.RVU 
Ragt in a conbat sweep vicinity of villrcgc of Due Ky. 

1st l'latoon, Coupany H chopped O}O . .iN back to BattDJ..ion. 

3rd Plate on, COllpany F dopartoG. f'..S Division Rough Rider 
security forco. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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_ El*'OIlPany F sup:rtcd two C&iOS of thn 
51st ..:.RITN Regt in recon in force op~ration vic coord 
991642. 

_ 2nd Pi.atoon, B Cor.1pany, 5th Tanks assigb.ecl to Battalion; 
opGr[>.ting wi thin Bn 'l'..i .. ORo 

- Lssunod OPCON Coupany Efron 1 st Bn, 7th ]\'far-lnos. 

_ i.ssuuo(l operational contrel of 1 st Bn, 27til l.l.arincs 
T1..OR. 

<-, . 
Conpany G uaintainod a blocking- pcsi tion 2-8 t1tlO coupanies 
of tho 51 at iJNN Rogt conducted a conba. t 8'\.]oop in tho 
["rca of 1a Tho Bc.c (3) vi c coorcL 003613. 
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2nd. Battalion, 21th MiLrines. 
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF 

Froml Commanding Officer 
Tot: Co'mmanding General, 1ist Marine Division (Rein), FMF 
Vial: (1) Commanding Officer, 21th Marine. Regiment·. 

Subj &: Combat Operations Af'ter Action Report 

;/BTJ/fwf 
10 March 1968 

Ref I (~) 2nd.Battalion, 27th Marines Ope~tion Order1~68 (Combined 51st 
ARVN, USMC, USAt and RODe, Operation 7-8 March 196e). . 

t. Co E, eo H,: 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines. (Combined USMC, USA, ROXMC, and 
ARVN') Echo Co,~ and Hotel Com.pan;y in blocld.ng pos1 tion..; . . 

2. Dates of Operation. 080700H - 081900H ~ch 1968., 

,. Location. southern section, of 2nd. Battalion" 27th Marines T.A.OR alang 
the La. Tho, Thani. Quit RiVe-XS.l Hotel Com.~ between coordinates~.911600-
027618,. and Echo Co.~ between coordinates 987609 - 006608. 

4. Command. Joint command 2nd Battailion, 27th Mlrines; and 51st ARVN 
Regiment. 

5. Reporting Qfficer. Lieutenant Colonel Louis ~~., BA,9RER, 052622:,. USMC, 
Commanding Offie.ar, 2nd Battldion, 27th Marines •. ' " 

6. Task Organization. 

&. 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines (-) (Rein) Comnand Group, 

(1 ) Commanding Of£,cer 

(2:) 6-3, 

(~) f3-.3A. 

~. Company E (-) (Rein) 

(1;) Co. HQl.: 

(2:) 1'8;1; Pl t , (Rein) 

(3) 2nd, Pl t {lW.n} 

GROUP=4 ,-a~~~ 2/27 St,C) iF· ... n; .... ~~ 
Downg'raded at 3 'vear in.tervals. COpy _'~of • .f."'.COPIES 
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(.U-3~d. Plt (Jteih) 

•• •• • ••••• : : .: :. .: :.. :.~ •• • ••••• ••• . . . . .: ........ . .. ... ~ .. 
(5) 81 ro, Team, H&S Co.mpariy,. 2nd Ba:ttailLion, '27th Mar.i.nes; .. '.... . 

(6) 'ro Team, Echo, Battery, 2nd Battalion,; 1i;th Marines 

( 7) Intexprete-r, S~t 2nd Battalion, 27th Mu-ines 

c. Company H (-) (Rein) 

(1i) Co. Hili. 

1;8t Plt (Rein) 

and. Pit (Rein) 
-

3rdl Plt (Rein) 
,. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

81i Fa, Team, H&S CO~t 2nd BattaJion, 21th Maorines\ 

FQJ Team, Echo Battery, 2nd. Ba.:.-ttal1on, 1[;th MiI.l:ines 

7. Supporting Fo.rces:. 

~ 811 Mortar P1.t" lI&S Oompany, 2nd Battalion.,. 27th Marines; 

~,. Echo, Ba'ttery, 2nd Battalion" 113th Marines, GiS of 21th Marines 

e., JRVN Artillery 

de. Kilo. Batter.v, 4th Battalion, 11ith Marines; GiS of 7th M&r:ines 

e.> ROiK oAr.tillery 

f.. Hote.l Com:pa.n,y req~ested fire mission targe:b 01[560; at 081.045H thrOU8h 
Battalion TAO Net 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines t unable to clear fire mission 
in grid squares 0060 and 016q.: A:rrITs Air Observer called in air strike. on 
target 015601 with 3rd Pl.t, Co H.adjusting., Air strike exeouted. a.t appro3!­
imateq 08t100H..l 7i:J1, coverage. on target with rockets, 20imn cannon and 250 
Ib bombs. 

€i.- Rotel CompaI.\Y reques.ted fire missi0n on target 015603 again' at. 081i400H 
through ~s.-3B, 2nd Battalion, 2:7th M2;rines, acting liaison with 51st ARVN Regt. 
ARVN artillery fired mission before getting olea;ra.nce. Resul,ted in (5) five. 
rounds. landing on Hotel Com:pa.o;y positions. No frlendJ.y casualties resulted.. 
Check fire effeoted. by 2nd Battalion, 27th H:l.rines Liaison Officer. . 

h.. A::t:my air observer called air strike' on coordinates 006605 at approx­
imately 081~1 Hotel Co~ adjuated the strike 'at approximately 081745H. 
Excellent coverage of area'. by 250 lb. bombs and napalm. . 

(2) 

-- -. ---...... - -"4i, 

-
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.' 8. Intelligence." 
.. .. . .... aa · . ... ... ~ -. .. . .. . ... ..-. 

• • • ••••• ••• • • • • ••••• - .. ... . ... .. .. 
a. Estimated. NVA. Regiment located. in. central part of ROme TAm 

(00 0059). ' 

b. Hotel Company engaged 4,Ppronmately (1i) one pIt (35 to 40 men), 
in small gro,Up8i of 3; to 8 as. the ene~ tried to escape the 51 at ARVN sweep. 
EnellV were va not NVA. (black paJamas, automatic weapons and 6Qnm mortars.). 
Heavy ene~ fire in front of ARVN sweep aond into Hotel Compa,ny's; postion;: 
indicating at least (1,) one va oompany (rein) in the area of coordinates:, 

. 0~ 0604.. Terrain covered with heavy bru.sh, tr.ees along the river and bigh 
grass in aem1~pen areas. Short fields of fire, and fair observation fr.om 
north. to south banks of river. 

~. Mission. 

a. At 08020QH oommenced, movement to blocking posi tiona, along the Song 
La Tho .. 

b. By 0807000 00 E eSltablisheci a blOcking force, from coordinates 987600 
to 007608, Co H establishad a blocking force; from coordinates, 007608 to 
02561:11. 

o. Maintain blocking postion until ordered. tot· displace by the Commanding 
Cffice:r, 2nd :Battalion, 21th Marines. 

d,. Destroy or capture all eneDO' coming wi thin. fields. of fire or trying 
to break.out through lines. 

10 •• Concept of Operations. 

a-. OaE (-) (Rein) 

( 1 ) See Upera:tion Overlay 

(~) One squad 3rd. Platoon. in reserva 

b. CoR (-) (Rein) 

(1~) See llperation Over~ 

(2) Plts, ha.d\> M-60 squad, 3..5, rocket team and 60mm IOOrtSlt' team 
attached., . 

(,) One Squad, 2nd Platorm in. reserve 

11. Execution." 

a. CaE (-) (Rein) 
. . 

0200. - Co'mmenced IIJJVement out of 2nd. :Ba-ttalion, 21th Marines' Cf 

Q6;Q - Established. blocking postions 

0100, 'tIdllf530 :-. Negative contacts, sightings and no fire was received •. 

.• -- ~ 

.::~ •• -:r--;.-" ~ 
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'= • • ••• ••• • ", '.-. . .}.. . ... .. 

1i53'o - Ord~d. by 2nct B4tt~idlf; -27th Mar:Cn6s- ~-3 to dispatoh 2nd 6qd, 
3rcl. Plt, to HotE!! Ooll~ -in or<tei-to redistribute amDJImi tion. 

18:i0J - Operation secured- by 2nd Battalion, 21th Marines 6-3 and 
returned to. Bll CP. 

q. Co H (-) (Rein) 

0200-- Commenced movemant out, of 2nd Battalion, 21j;h Marines;CP 

0630, to 0100. ,- Established blooking postiOM', 

1000, ,- One hundred civilians:, le!'t RODle TAOR at ooord:i.na.ted. 02:360,9. 
All oheoked for ID cards, and were nationals exoept :£ive, 
VC$:s' we.re held for interrogation at Bn OP. 

1030, - Hote:l-3 sighted 10 ve at coordinates, 017603. Delivered small 
arms" fire, M-60 fire and called in air strikes; on eneII\Y. 10$ 
of target cO'J.'ered with 20mm cannon and two 250 lb bombs. 
EneIlt'f dispersed, VO had one 60mm mortar. ICI.& unknown due to 
~. 

112-5 - Ten VO set up mortar at coordinates 015603_, Called in 81amn 
mortar: fire which was. on target., KIA_ unknown due to range. 

11430·.· 51st ARVN Regt sweep. force flushed approsilll8ltely 35 vo. 
EneIllY' delivered hea.vy automatio weapons fire on Hotel Oompan;y 
8Jld tried to -break through the blooking posditi.ona, at ooordin­
a-tee: 006598i. 

11545,':'" 10 VO engaged while crossing river at coordinatei 010606. De­
ll:viered small a.rtI8 fire. 5 enenw ELl con:£irned by bod;r count 
of 3rd, PI t eomma.nd~i Que frien~. KI.A: .. 

1e;.0~ Hotel.-1t engaged 8. VO at coordinates, 0;13606.. 5 eneIlO" KIA­
confirmad by. bo~ c0unt by 1;st Pl t commander._ 

116115 ,~ " 'Ie aros:sed river and w.ere trap:ped in pagods., P.a-goda" stormed_ 
end VO slipped cut the back at coordinates 014600,. 

1645 OI!> 51s;t .ARVN Regt 'Wli ts, began to wi thClrEw; while still-e~ 

1745 _- Hotel. Company pulled back to permit air s.trike on target. 1800 
air· strike completed, assorted ordnance delivered. 

1830-' - Va'hile wa1 ting for Otter Med-Eve0 t sighted. 1[5 va mOVing south 
at coor.dinates. (111609. Set ambush to cut off _enemy but lost 
sight of enelI\Y in heavy vegeta.tion as darkness set in. Enenu 
believad to have crossed river. 
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12:-. Results. Friendly I; CoH;.('1i)Ae XIA, .(:1.)·\Jll.·mi.~or. Enenwi 
Sighted 5 VO floating in river, 5 VO KIA.I¢ngon. opposite; riv.e~ bank •. 
Ene~ RIA were sighted by both 2nd. and 3rd PIt Commanders. Five.very 
prob1ble. IaAI s or WIAI ae: Ground was not searched or weapons captured. 
due to. darkness:. and neoessi ty to cross.: river outside of 2nd Battalion, 
21th Marines.' TAOR. ~ 

1". Administrative: Mltters. 

a. &OlIImWlications were good througho.ut the operation. 

b. Hotel OOmpa,rly expended. approximately 1/2:sA of 7.62m ammulli tion, 
30 - 40mm rounds, 10 - M-121 s and 12 - 60mm morta:r BE I.'OUnds·. 

c. Hote~ Com~ evacuated casual ties by O.tter. 

14. Special Equipment a:nd TeChniques. No spe:cial equ1pDDnt. or tech­
niques we·re implemented. Standard small. u.ni t taotics and equipment were 
employed throughout the operation. 

15. Commander Apabysiso Bad the 51st ARVN Regt continued the sweep as 
planned throughout the concept of operations, the VO would have been more 
effectively pushed into the Echo and Hotel Oompanyblocking postions. 
As a' result, the operation would have been hi~ successfull with a treater 
number at VO KIA and~; The coordination between the USMC units. and 
ARVN units was expedited through the eUective exchange and employment ot 
liaison. officers. between the 51 at ARVN Regt ana 2/27. Except for the un­
expected wi thdrali'l ot the ARVN uni t,the operation was well organized and 
executed. 

~~ 16. Reoommendations. Future·· SMC Imd ARVN operations Should:. be 
coordinated on the understanding that .the concept of operation will be. 
executed regardless of time involved when enenw cQ:ntact is established. 
If the untimely departure of the JRVN units had been postponed uhtil ad­
equate pressure had been put on the enenw invol.ved, the operation would 
have produced juatifi~ble results for an operation of. this size. In 
tuture operatio;flS of thia typet the use of a'. USMC liaison officer from 
the involved USMC unit will ease; fire support coordination, identifica..­
tion of variOJus, friendly maneuvering elements) and aid. the involved unit 
commanders when 1rmoadiate troop displacement or mneuver is needed. in order 
to &ntain pressure; on the enemy. The commander in! tiating the opera.tion 
should be specitied Operation Ooordin&~or for the purpose of controlling 
and coordinating supporting fires~ Pre-established ooordinating instruc­
ti""" would result in supporting arm rrOUBht to bear more rOP.idJ¥ 

and effeotiveJ¥ with less danger to fl ... ~~t.. L 
q~ HER 

. Lt. 001 . USMC 
OommanMllg ., .' ~ 

(5) 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• PdiT IV 

~ORr.rHG DOCUI,[fJll!§. 
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Copias of Concopt of Operations OverlE\YS for all Gajor 
activities during l'IE\rch 1968 arc appended to this report as 
supporting ClcCW.l0nts. 
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