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1-31kiarés
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Maj R. N. GRuMyAT
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Liaison Officer v
1=31kar6s

2ndLt B, T. JONES .
1-1TMar68

20dLt W, C. ZV.INS
17-31iarés

5=4 1stLt 4, T. LLEXaNDLR
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S=5 Capt T. i. WILLIAMSON
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Oxdnance Officer WO R. V. WILLIAMS
. 1-31Marb8
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1-31iar68

Motor Transport Officer 1stlt 4, I. LLEXANDER
1-31kaxr68

Supply Officer WO R. V. WILLIulMS
1=31arés

Surgeon LT H. R, COHEN USHR
1-31liar68

Medical Officer ‘ LT J. H. JOUENSON USKR
1-31ar68

Chaplain LT i, B, HUZBSCHLN
1-310ar68

B&S Company Commandexr 1stlt 4. . SOBKOWILK
1-31Maxrbs

E Company Commander ‘ Capt H. H. DUPLER, JT,
1=31Marbt8

¥ Company Commander Capt W, D. COLLINS, Jx.
1-=31{art8

G Company Commander Capt w., C. BuVER

. 1-31ar68

H Company Commander Capt D, L. BLRILETT
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During vinC gh of Harch the Battalion partifgibated in a
number of varied activities including combined operations with
the 2/51 and 4/51 ARVE and 1st Brigade ROK liarine Corps units;
providing security for the TOW Compound iarble Mountain, Dalang;
improvement of CP defensive positions and housekeeping chores
involved with further development of the Battalion Command Post.

~hdditionally, the Battalion conducted deily combat patrols
- saturating that portion of the Rocket Belt within the TiOR.

On 7 end 8 March 1968, Company & (-) and Company H partici-
pated in a combined operation with elements of the 51st XV Regi-
ment, 1st Brigade ROKHC, 1st Battalion Tti liarines, and the 5th
Lrmored Infantry Company (USi). E Company and H Company established
blocking position north along tie Song La Tho river while the 1st
Brigade ROKIC conducted a sweep within the ROK Y.OR. L provisional
platoon from H&S Company 2/27 provided a reserve force for tue
operation.

0a 18 March 1948 the Battalion conducted its first small unit
operation. Cocmpany G provided a blocking force w.ile Company F
swept the east and west banks of the Song Bau Xau River. One platoon
of‘the‘4/51‘LRVNfﬁrovidéd support for clements of Coupany ¥ sweeping
on the east vank of the river.

On 22 liarch 1968 the Battalion conducted its second smaell unit
operation, Company G maintained blocking position in the area of
Duc Xy within the Battalion T.i0R, while elements of the 51st XN
Reginent supported by tanks, WWT's and a platoon frow Company F
swept the area., On 31 March another operation was carried out in
the same vicinity to elear an area adjacent to the village of Duc
Ky. Company G set up a blocking position and two companies of tiwe
515t LV Regiment swept and cleared the ares of La Tho Bac (3).

On 28 Maxrch 1968 two platoons of Company F supported two _
companies of the “1st .RVY Regiment in 2 scarch and desiroy opera=-
tion. north of the Song Bawn Xau river and east of the Ha Dong bridge.
Company ¥ set in blocking position on the south bank of the river
as 4/51 elemcnts swept southeast.

The Battalion also conducted two other smaller operations.
On 14 and 15 Harch 1968, the third platoon (Rein) of Company ¥
operated in support of a search and clear operation conducted by
the 3rd Battalion 27th liarines. On 16 March 1968, thc 1st platoon
(Rein) Company H was designated Sparrow dawk anc was lifted by
Helicopter o provide security for a downed aircrafte

The Battalion provided security forces for tic POV Compound
Marble Mountein, Deillang between 1 March end 28 March 1968, .The
1st Platoon (Hein) of Company ¢ and Company F provided security
from 1 March 1968 until 11 March 1968, when they wure relieved by
2nd platoon Company He On 28 Marxch 1968 2nd platoon Company H
returned to OPCO to the Battalion. '

On 12 Liarch 1968 Company & was released to OrCOX 1st Bn, Tth
Marines and returncd OPCON tc the Battalion on 30 liarch 1968
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Additionally ©n 26 March 1968, the 3rd Platoon‘Rein)
Company F departed to provide Rough Rider security for 1st
Division elements,

The first change in the Battalion WAOR was received on 6
Mareh 1968, The boundary was extended from coord 033658 to the
southern boundary of tihe Battalion TaCR To include the west bank
of the Song Vihn Dien river, This established the eastern boundary
of the TA0R. On 8 March 1968 the boundary between the 1st Battalion
and 3rd Battalion, 27th Marines was redefined, The new boundary
is from 984633 east along a well defined treil o Q07659 southeast
along the trail through Nhon Tho (2) to 028654 northeast to the
eastern boundery at 034658,

On 31 March 1968 the Battalion assumed UrCUN of the 1st Battalion,
27th lMarines 'LAOR.

At approximately 0300 on 4 March 1908 the Battalion Command
Post received approximately 15 to 20 incouing 8Zmm wortar rounds,
This was the first such attack on the CP since the Battalion releived
3/5 in February,

With the occupation of a new area only six weeks ago, most of
the day to day activities of tie Battalion perscanel witihin the
Commend Fost were involved in improvement of whs area, with coatinued
emphasis on training. On 5 March 1968 the Battalion received 982
k=16 rifles and began issue on 7 March 1968. wun 13 liarch 1968 the
Sea Tzil from Camp Pendleton arrived in the Dallang areag and was
trucked to the Battalion Command Post on 14 and 15 farch 1968. On
18 ¥March 1968 construction began on gun positions and burkers for
E Battery, 13th lMarines who will displacc from vic of Hill 55 %o the
Battalion's CP sometimes during iapril 1968, The 2ad Flatoon, Company

By 5%h Tank Bn, was assigned to the Battalion on 28 March 1968 and
. was inmediately employed in the CP perimeter security and at the

. Ha Dong bridge.

On 18 March 1968 a major Civic Action project comsenced within
the Battalicon TA0R. The Tth Bngineers surveyed a dem site at viec
coord 007654 for future constructioi. The dam is t0 be constructed
by local Victnamese as part of the Revolutionary DovclOpement
Program in en efiort to irrigate several rice proaucing areas,

The 3% Scection of tne Battalion has also initiated several
Civic Action programs to include mobile 1wDCAPS, Leaflet Drops,y and

Heaelth and Hygenic programs. Coordinstion was made with all ARVE,
Regional Torces, and CA¥ units wit in the Battalion T4OR.
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“Conpeny F OFCON to ;

Mar - : c A
‘)st 1P Bn at Marble Mountain, Dallang,

4Jiar - The Battalion Conmend Post reoccived an estimated 15 to
20 rouwads of 82mm mortar firc.

SMar - The Battalion rececived an allotrent of 932 rifles,
1116, 5560,

6iar ~ The Battalion TiOR was changed from 033658 4o the
southern boundary. 5/27 TLOR includes all of Song Vihn
Dien,

TMar - Battelion supply cormenced issuc of 116 rifles,

7-8ilar = & Company (-), H Company, and a rrovisional Flatoon »f
&S Oompeny tock part in a ccmbined operation with the-
51s% LRVI Reginent, tihe republic of XKorea ilorine Corps
Reigads, Sth srmored Inf (o (US4), and K Company, 1st

. : B, Tth Marincs,
8lar - The Bn TiCR boundery between 1/27 and 2/27 was redefined.
1axr - Isammd OPCOH of Conpany ¥ and 1st Piatoon (Rein) Company

¢ from tst MP Bn.

1Maxr -~ 2nd Platoon Company H released to CPCON 1st P Bn,
Dalang,

12Mar -~ Company & chopped OPCON to 1st Bn, Tth Marincs,

14~15er ~ 3rd Platoon, Compeny F (Rein) supported a corbat sweep
conducted by the 3rd Bn, 27th Marines,

1Tdar . = Chopped 1st Platoon Company H CFBUN to 3rd Bn, 7th Marines.
) in support of Sparrow Hawk opcerations.
. 18Mar

Ttk -ng.'l.neers surveyed dan site for comstruction in
gupport of RU Progran.

‘8ar = Coustruction connenced within Battalicn CP arca on
position for B Btry, 13th Marincs,

18iar - L

in

o¢lements of 3rd Ba, 5tk Marines departed Bn CF,

18ifar ~ Coupany G (-) participated with clcments of the 518t
LRVN Regt in a conbat sweep of Song Bac Xau river,

22lar. - Coipany G participated with elerents of the 51st LRVH
Regt in a combat sweep vicinity of villege of Duc Ky.

26iar -~ 1s8% Platoon, Conpany H chopped OFCUN back to Battalicne

26Mar - 3rd Platcon, Conpr.ny departed as Division Rough Rider
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28Mar

2Par

3Qdar

31Mar

SiHaxr

TLOR.

) p
, Conpany F supported two c‘1ios of the
51st JRVN Regt in recon in force operation viec coord

997642,

2nd Piatoons, B Company, 5th Tanks assigned to Battaliong
operating within Bn TiOR.

isswied QPCON Company & frow: 1zt Bn, Tth Marines.
Lssupied operational control of 1st Bn, 27th harines

<

4 .
C‘ompa.f’xy G maintained a blocking pesiticn as two conpanies
of the 51st LHVH Regt conducted a combat sweep in the
arca of La Tho Bac (3) vic coord 003613,
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Zni Ba.ttaon, 27th Marines:
1t Marine Division (Rein), FMF

Fromt Commanding Officer

Tos  Commanding General, 18t Marine Division (Rein), FIF

Viar (1) Commanding Officer, 27th Marine Regiment .

Subjs Combat Operations After Action Report

3/BT3/twt
10 March 1968

Refs (a) 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines Opergtion Order 1=68 (Combined 51st
. ARVN, USMC, USA, and ROKMC, Operation 7-8 March 1968).

e Co E, Co Hy 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines (Combined USMC, USA, RDKW}, and
ARVN) Echo Company end Hotel Compeny in blocking positions :.

2. Dat'es‘ of Operation. O08070CH ~ 081900H March 1968,

Be mcation; Southern section of 2nd Battahon, 27th Marinea TAOR along
the La: Tho, Thanl Quit Rivers; Hotel Company between coordinates, 017608 .=
027618, and Echo Company between coordlnates 987603 - 006608+

4o Commands Joint command 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines: and 51st ARVN

Reg:.ment.

5» Reporting Officer. ILieutenant Colonel Louis Je. BACHE{R, 052622, usMme,

Commanding Cfficer, 2nd Battalion, 27th Marinegs

6+ Task Organizatien.

&« 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines (- ) (Rein) Command Group.

(1) Commanding Offfcer

(2) s-3
b Company B (-) (aotn) ' @ 8 @ 9 8 1
(1) Co Hg ' : Cewe__ | ol 5 ceekem

(2) 1st PLt (Rein)
(3) 2nd P1t (Réin)
| (1)

GROUP—4 2/27 SIC £, 0‘4 ‘.‘5..5.".4"5‘..
Dowmeraded at 3 ‘vear intervals  ropy_ FoZos. /3 COPIES
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(4) 3rd P1t (Rein) ‘

(5) 81 FO Team, HS Compeny, 2na Batte.]Lion, 27th Marines:

(22 X XA J
M XN ]

(6) FO Team, Echo Battery, 2nd Battalion, 13th Marines
(7) Interpreter, S-2, 2nd Battalion, 2Tth Marines

ce Company E (-) (Re:.n)
(1) Co Hg
(2) st Flt (Rein)
(3) 2nd Bt (Rein)
(4) 3ra Plt (Rein) _
(5) 81 FO Teanm, HAS Compeny, 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines:
(6) FO Teem, Echo Battery, 2nd Battalion, T3th Marines
(7) Interpreter, S-2, and Battalion, 27th Merines g

To Suppbrﬁn_g Forces.

&e 81 Morter Plt, H.S Company, 2nd Battelion, 2Tth Marines

be Echo Battery, 2nd Battalion, 15th Marines G/S of 27th Marines
s ARVN Artillery

de Kilo. Battery, 4th Battalion, 1%th Marines G/S of Tth Marines
€.. ROK Artillery

fe Hotel Company requested fire mission target OFf 5603 at 081045H through
Battalion TAC Net 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines, unable to clear fire mission
in grid squares 0060 and 0160, Army Air Observer called in air strike on
target 015601 with 3rd Plt, Co E adjusting. Air strike executed at approx-
imately 081100H. 70% coverage on target with rockets, 20um cannon and 250
1b bombg,

) gs Hotel Company requested fire mission on target 015603 ag;in at. 081400H
th:cough S=3By 2nd Ba.tta.l:.an, 27th Farines, acting liaison with 51st ARVN Regt.
ARVN artillery fired mission before getting clearance, Resulted in (5) five.
rounds landing on Hotel Company positions. No. friendly cagualties resulted..
Check fire effected by 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines Liaison Officer.

h,. Army air observer called air atrike on coord:.na.tes 006605 at approx=

imately 081%20H,! Hotel Compeny adjusted the strike at approximately 081745H.
Excellent caverage of area. by 250 lb. bombas and napalm.

(2) o

!!I!!!llili

DECLASSIFIED




Ko .
- ‘Jﬂ ” .

DECLASSIFIED

o mhelligemses 4§} Ly o i
| ] [ ) L ] L] LI e o [ ]

a. Estimated NVA Regiment Locatéd in central part of ROKMC TADR
(6s 0059). ‘ ) .

be Hotel Company engaged gpprroximately (%) one plt (35 to 40 men),
in small groups: of % to 8 as: the enemy tried to escape the 51st ARVN sweep.
Enemy were VC not NVA. (black psjamas, automatic weapons and 60mm mortars)e
Heavy enemy fire in front of ARVN sweep and into Hotel Company's postionj
indicating at least (1) one VC company (rein) in the area of coordinates

- 010604+ Terrain covered with heavy brush, trees along the river and high

grass in semi-open areas. Short fields of fire and fair obsexvation from
north to south banks of river.

90 Mission.

as At 080200H commenced. movement to blocking positions along the Song
La Tho.

be By OSOZOOH Co E esteblished a blocking force from coordinates 987608
to 207608; Co H established a blocking force from coordinates 007608 to
025611

¢e Maintain blocking postion until ordered to-displace by the Commanding
Officer, 2nd Battelion, 27th Marines.

de Destroy or capture all enemy coming within fields. of fire or trying
t0 break.out through lines..

10.. Goncept of Operationse
& CoBE (-) (Rein)
(1) See Operation Overlay
(2) One squad 3rd Platoen in Teserve
be CoH (~) (Rein)
(1) See Bperation Overlay
(2) Plts: hady M=60 squad, 35 rocket tean end 60mm mortar team
attached. . a
(3) One Squad, 2nd Platoon in reserve
1. Execﬁtion.";
as CGE (-) (Rein)
0200 = Commenced movement cut of 2nd. Battalion, 2Tth Marines' CP
0630 - Established blocking postions

Q700 4004550 = Negative contacts, sightings and no fire was received,

(3)
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1530 = Ordered by 2nd B§ttaliciti*27th lazinds B-3 to dispatoh 2nd Sqd,
5rd Plt to Hotdl Colany “in drder to redistribute ammunitione

1830 = Operation secured by 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines S-3% and
returned to. Bn CP.

Go H (=) (Rein)
0200 = Commenced movement out of 2nd Battalion, 27th Marines: CP
0630. to 070Q = Established blocking postions:

1000 = @ne. hundred civilians left ROKIC TAOR at coordinated 023609.
411 checked for ID cards and were nationals except five:
Vcs;s"were held for interrogatiocn at Bn CP.

1030 - Hotel=3 sighted 10 VC at coordinates 017603. Delivered small
arms: fire, M-60 fire and called in sir strikes on enemys. 70§
of target covered with 20mm cannon and two 250 1b bombs.
Enemy dispersed, VC had one 60mm morter. XIA unknown due %o

1125 = Ten V¢ got up mortar at coordinates 09 5603. Cglled in 81mm
mortar fire which was on target. KIA unknown due to ranges

1430: = 518t ARVN Regt sweep. force flushed approsimately 35 VCe
Eneny delivered heavy automatic weapons fire on Hotel Company
and tried to break through the blocking posttions at coordin~
ates 006598

1545 = 10 VC engaged while crossing river at coordinated 010606, De=
livered smell arms fire. 5 enemy KIA confirmed by body count.
of 3rd Plt commanderés; One friendly KIA..

1§30 - Hotel-1 engaged 8. VC at coordinates 013606, 5 enemy KIA.
canfirmed by body count by Tgt Plt commanders o

1615 = 3 BC erossed river and were tra;pped in pagoda. Pagodea. stormed.
end VC slipped out the back at coordinates 014606,

1645 = 51st ARVN Regt units: began to withdraw while still engegeds

_1745 - Hotel Company pulled back to permit air strike on target. 1800

air strike completed, assorted ordnance delivered. »

1830 = While waiting for Otter Med-Evec, sighted 15 VC moving south
gt coordinates 011609, Set ambush to cut off enemy but lost
sight of ememy in heavy vegetation as darkness set ine Enemy
believed to have crossed rivexr.

(4)
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12 Results. Friendlys: COH,.('II) &ie KIA, .(’1)'m Ambdors Enemy®
Sighted 5 V€ floating in river, 5 VC KIA laying on opposite: river bank.
Enemy KIA were sighted by both 2nd and 3rd Plt Commanders. Five. very
probable KIA's or WIA'a. Ground was not searched or weapons cagptured.
due to darkness and necessity to cross river outside of 2nd Battalion,
27th Marines! TAORs:

13, Adminisfrative: Matterse.
as flommupications were goeod throughout ths opera-tionj.‘

be Hotel Company expended. approximately 1/2 BA of T+62mm ammunition,
30 = 40mn rounds, 10 = M=72's and 12 - 60mn mortar HE rounds,

ce Hotel Company evacuated casualties by O.t,ter,.
14. Special Equipment and Techniques., WNo special equipmént or teche

niques were implemented, Standard small unit tactics and equipment were
employed throughaut the operation.

15, ~ Commander Anslysis. BHad the 51st ARVN Regt continued the sweep as
Planned throughout the concept of operationa, the VC would have been more
effectively pushed into the Echo and Hotel Company blocking postions.

As a result, the operation would have been highly successfull with a greater
number of VG KIA and WIAe The coordination between the USMC units and

ARVN units was expedited through the effective exchange and employment of
liaison officers between the 518t MRVN Regt and 2/27, Except for the une
expected withdrawl of the ARVN unit, the operation was wéll organized and
executed,

16+ Recommendations. Future ged SMC s@nd ARVN operations Bhould be:
coordinated on the understanding that the concept of operation will be.
executed regardless of time involved when enemy contact is established.

If the untimely departure of the ARVN units had been postponed ubtil ad-
equate pregsure had been put on the enemy involvedy %he operation would
have produced justifieble results for an operation of this size. In
future operations of thes type, the use of a USMC liaison officer from
the involved USMC unit will eases: fire support coordination, identificam
tion of various friendly maneuvering elementsyand aid. the involved unit
commanders when immediate troop displacement or maneuver is needed in order
to meintain pressure: on the enemye. The commander initiating the operation
should be gpecified Operatien Coordinator for the purpose of controlling
and coordinating support:.ng fires, Pze-estabhshed coordinating instruce-
tions would result in supporting arm g brought to bear more rapidly
and effectively with less danger to frie, units.

© Lt, Col N
. Gon;mnd:.ng
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) C.}ol_)ics of 'Conc;,Op‘b of Operations Overleys for all sajor
activiticg during March 1968 arc aprended to this rcport as
Supporting dccunents,

JTA® A/AR\?TQDBBLOCK“\)G?OSlT{QJ
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APPENDIX A TO CONCEPL OF OPERATIONS
TO OPERATIONS ORDER 1-68 '
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