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O~)or tion Order 1-65 '. 
Ref: 

'.\ ' 

(a) l-np: M::3 '>eries L7C1 1:50,OOC S:leets 6657 I, IV, 665$ II,llI 
(1 ) ~i v OpnO 343-65 
(c) ::>ivO 02000.2c 

'.l'rook Cr[:3..nizlltion: 

1 • '-)I'I'U.;'fInJ. Classifind By 
Annex Df;~~~tB2e:) ._0 ________________________ . 

... .a.." • .,..". _________________ _ 

b, .E~:iendly_ forces, Confidential on • • 
DECLASSU'Y ON • •• ----~-E:'-ft-_;,-;~Cl:,;:---· 

(1) 3d I'brine :Jivision cont:inues opera ~ons 
V iIJ t C Ollf!. • 

. ----~-.--~~---. 
(2) Fl .. \.~; continnes operaUons aeairur( the Viet Cc'ns prc­

v:i.des close air support arrl helicopter sur: ort as re­
quired. 

(3) ;,RVN ,Fo,rces ., 

(a) One ARVN regiment (-) on 0-1 in coordination -vIith 
Task Force Delta a.dvances nortln-rest between liiglnvClY 1 
'lnd railroa.d to THANG BINI-I. On D-DaY advances suuth­
\'fest to Phase Lines A and B. It is anticipated that 
enenv contact will be mo.de in the vicinity of PL B. 
Every effort~ll be rmde b:,r ARVN Forces to maintain 
this contact. 

(b) Provide::> security at selected bridge sites along 
route II 1. 

(c) 3d Battaliun, 5th Regiment (-) (Rein) RF on order 
feiuts attack ,,~e8t from lIm Due District Head­
quarters and blocks along line AT 97(1;.75 to AT 9S0260~ 
Annex D \ Concept of Operations) .. 

, . 
(4) ~~al Lundi!lB Force. Seventh Fleet. 

trol ufon arrival objective area. 
Operational DC\P/Q;'A'l~i) 'r ~,,,,,, .,T O " ' ''S . O?'~~G" ....... ,; v jlt\l~ IIfl(.h'TlLo ___ 

( 5) Air ;Juprort. Annex e (Air Support). 
DWf,SSIFirD M1ER 12 Y£ARS 

DOD DlR ~200.10 

( 6) lb:Yw.l .Q.mf ire • One (1) DD and one (1) OL provide s naval 
r.:~lf;;'l:'e support, 

2. MISSION. Corru-I~encinc D-Day Task Force Delta in coordination with 
}:articipatinc: ARVN forces will fix and destroy organized va elements 

'PJJ--'i9-bt 

in U.e ~UE SON-VEl' AN - HIEP DUCjjlley comPlex .• ~is operation iI.~ ~I.f( '~"'2''' 66 

. (.O~D3:U) EeB 19~~(FAlCL ~Qusnn -
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

UNlWSlFlED • • • essentir.llya spoiling attack't~ pr~vent the Viet.Cong from 
their announced objective of captUring QUE SON~ The operation 
will ~lso eliminate VC forces that have isolat~d the ARVN out­
post a.t'Viet An, permittinR ARVN to reesta.blish lines of comuni­
OI.t.l\ 

3. E.."{ECUTION. 

a. Conceit of Operation. Annex D (Concept of Operations). 

b. 19: Bn. 7th Mari nes. 

( 1) On D-Day, M-Hour proceeds b~ motor march to TA.N ICY, 
defends and prepares for helicopter-borne assault, 

(2) On 0+1 conducts helicopter-borne assault objective 
on order. 

(3) On order conducts search and destr~' operations as 
directed. 

(4) On order returns to TAM KY by helicopter and stages 
for motor mnrch return, 

(5) Pr0vides one pL-.toon security "If' Btry, 4th Bn, 11th 
M<ll" l'1flS ,,~+"!' """l""j<'.and subsequently provides security 
for LSU at HUONG XUAN. 

, c, 3d Bn. 3d Ynrines,,;;, 

(1) On 0+1, l-f-Hour proceeds by motor n\:lrch to HUONG XUAN 
defends and rrn;-nres for helicopter-borne aSDault, 

(2) By 1500 on Dtl ,be prepared for helicopter-borne 
ass~\ult ':iithin TAOR. 

(3) On order conduct search and destroy operations as 
directed. 

(1...) On order returns to HUONG XUAN by helicopter and stagos 
for motor march return on order. 

d. Co C (-), 3d Recon Bn. 

(1) On 1)f-1 j on order J pr6Ceeds b7 ~ttr..rch t. BIJOIG DID .. 
On er<1er I helllittlll Ie _ SON .. 

(2) Be prepared to cond1lct rec".-88lOe et helicopter landing 
zones and/or conduct general reconnaissance of objective area. 
on order. 
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uft.'HEO • 
e~ Co C (-). 3d Ener Bn. 

(1 ) P I'ovides combat enf-ineer support as required. 

f. Provisional Arty Bn. 

(1) On Ott, K-Hour Bn (-) proceeds by motor march to 
HUONG AUAN, Helilifts to Objective area and estab­
lishes firmp, positions in vicinity QUE SON. 

(2) Provide artillery fire support Task Force Delta. 

(3) On D-Dl~/, G-Hour Btry H, 4th Bn, 11 th &rines proceeds 
by motor march from CHU LAl to HUONG XUAN, provides 
artillery fire support ARVN Regt(-) and Task Force Delta. 

(4) On D+1 Btry F 2d Bn, 12th M1"ines proceeds by motor 
mrch from DA NANG to HUONG XUAN and prepares to' helo 
lift to QUE SON on order. On Dt2 Btry CJ 1st Bn, 12th 
M.trines proceeds by motor march from DA NANG, to BUONG XUAN 
<,..nd prepa.res for helo lift into the objective area. on 
order. 

(5) Be prepared to assume operational control ARVN 
nrUJlcry as directed. 

g~ Lo{'.istic Supnort Unit. 

(1) Frovides combat logistic support as required< 
(Admjn Plan 1-65). 

h. .lsLN.£1.2r.. Transport Bn. 

(1) Provicies motor tri._nsportation for motor rrarch to 
and from o})je~t,i ve area. 

(2) Provides'motor tru,nsportation in objective area as 
rc~quired. 

i. Reserve Specicl Landing Force, BLT 2/10 

( 1) Operation control Task Force Delta on arrival ob­
jecti ve area. 

(2) Be prOl,'f!..red to land b~" helicopter to reinforce, block, 
counterattack or exploit gains by 'l'ask Force Delta. 

j. Coordinating In5tructions. 

( 1) D-Da.v g Doc 

(~) }I~litour 06 OOH 

(3) K-Hour C60ctl 
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UNGltSSIFIED .' 
(4) G-Hour, 1200H. 

(5) This order effective for planning on receipt. 

(6) EEl's. 

('7) Use eN/CS on authority this Hea.dquarterso 

(8) Coordination ,,,,it:: ARVN units in objective area through 
HS(J.dc:uartnrs Tasl( Force Delta. 

(9) ¥dnj~,1ize noncomb~~t casualties and dnJTlat:e to cropa~ 

(10) Rule::> of en;;:.J,gement as deti.:liled in reference (b) shf.J.l 
be strictl:,' observed. 

(1 i) '1':0 :.mcl~'l.ssi;ied code nal~e for this operation is 
!LiJ.VliST MOON. 

(1~:) Each U.S. UniL "liill plan for psychological Harfare 
and civic act:~cn9. 

( 13) Captured p'3J:'E~onnel a nrl dOClV:1Cllts in accordance with 
Annex B (Intel1igence). 

(14) Fjl'e Coordination Line. AppGndix 1 (OperaUon OveJ'lay) to Annex 
D (Concept of Operations). ARVN units will net fire to the "Jest 
or nortli of tiLe Fet without coordinating 'hith Tas)( Force Delt.a. 
ile:l.dquarters (F.3CC). Task Force Delta fire support elements will 
not fire to the cast or south of' the FCt 'without coor.:ti.natin;~ 
\~-i th 5th A...1.VN ReRt Headquarters. 

4. Am,1!JISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. 

a. See Administrative Plan 1-65. 

5" C0l-2AND AND CO~ruNICA'l'rCS-ELECTRONICS. 

u, Co:,~nunications-cle ctronics. 

(1) Annex E (CollUllunication-electronics) and reference (c)o 

b., Cormnand Posts. 

(1) Task Force Delta ET 024349 

(2) All units report command post locations when established. 
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A - Tnsk OrganizatIon 

B - Intell:j..gence (To be issued) 

C - Air Support 

D - Concept of Operation 

E - Comr:amics.tions-Electrbnics 

F - Distribution 

DISTRIBt;TION: Annex F (Distribution) to 
Opera ti on Order 1-65 
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HI CO~ OF B;l::] j7 I~EaSON 
",,·1 / .... ~:,t'(. 
W.F. DOEHLER 

Lieutenan~ COlonel, u.s. Mr.rine Corps 
" Exe.cutive Officer 
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ArJ1eX A (Task Organization) to Operation Order 1-65 

Ref: (a) CG, 3d Mar Div map; 061k07Z Dec 

Time Zone: H 

Task Crganiza t ion: 

CO!!1.,i!1).nder Task Force Delta 

Composite Cornnl Plat 
Det Hq Co, Hq Bn 

~d Bn. 7th Marines (-) (Rein) 

2d Flat J Co O. 3d Engr Bn 
HST, Co A, 3d SP Bn 

2£_Bn. 3d Mbrines (-) (Rein) 

4th Plat, Co C, 3d Engr Bn 
BSTJ 00 A, 3d SP Bn 

f'rovisiorlul Arty Bn 

Det Hq Btry, 12t~1 Marines 
~tvf 0, 15 t i!'l, 12tl:l Ma riDes ~ ~" 1/// 

Copy no. _of_copies 
Task Force Delta 
DA NANG, RVN 
070S00H Dec 1965 

Brig Gen HENDERSON 

LtCol urTER 

LtCol. DORSEY III 

LtCol SNYDER 

Btry F j 2d Bn,' 12th Marines • F" 
Btry M, I,th Bn, 11 th ~farines 4J ::ps ",i2l!i "it sa : 

Co C (-), 3d Recon Bn 

£2. 9 (-),a. ;d Engr Bn 

LOftistic Support Unit 

A Co (-) (Rein), 3d Shore Party Bn 
Det, Bulk Fuel Co, FLSG 
Det; Ammo Co, FLSG 
Det, Ration Co, FLSG 
Det. EOD, F'LSG 
Det, HABS (TAFDS), HAG (100<1) 
Clearing Platt (-) (Rein), 3d Med Bn 
Plat, NP Co~ HQ Bn 

\2i~~ 
1-1 
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Capt REVELL 

Capt 0 'LAUGHLIN 

Maj BENSTEAD 
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e' 
u~\i\Ul 

Dr;,'(. 3d EnI;!r Bn 
De; l J 1 S t Bridge P~.D. t, 7th Engr Bn 

1·1., .(.) 

,2d i,if Bn (Rtlin) 

DIST!tI:,iQ'l'IQN. .'~r.nex F (Distribution) to 
Oper:;,tion Order 1-65 

'\) I \ I \ 
\)/\/'3 
t\ ( 2 f 9 

s (,~ f:""\1"-- ~ 

l\.. ~/'l ,"",\ rt' ~ 

"'7 (\. ,'" '\ -r r>.. 
A-2 

M3.j BAKER 

BY COMHAND OF BRlGADJER GENERAL HENDERSON 

U~.Nllu 
W. F. OOEHLER 

Lieutenant Colonel ll U ,S, Marine Corps 
Executive Officer 

-- - ----------~-------------
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Annex C (Air Suprert) to Operation Order 1-65 

Copy no. __ of __ copies 
Task Force Delta 
DA NANG, RVN 
070800H Dec 1965 

Ref: (a) Mans: ANS Series, ~701, 1: 50,000 Sheets 6657 I, IV; 6658 II and III 
(b) FM'M 7-3 A:ir SUp:)ort 
(c) Fl;Fr-: 7-1 F:ire ~UppOl't Coordination 
Cd) Third Marine Dj.vision OP Order 343-65 

p .. 

a~ §!lellg f.2~ See Annex B (Intelligence). 

C. Friendly forces. 

(1) Fl-'iA!'l provides tactical air support to include offensive air 5Upp"rt, 
air assault support and an airborne com~nd/control capability as 
required. 

(2) 7th Fleet provides naval gunfire ani c:o.mphibious support tv Task F(;::'cE: 
Delta on request. 

~ , f'RCCEDURES. 

a. CD:t'llilo.nder Task Force Delta establifJhes bomblines and publishes cL3.nges 
theret.o as they occure. 

b. ,d r S111_,p'Jrt miss j ons w111 be conducted in accordance I'::ittj the schedule 
conb:Lned ill Appendix 3 to this Annex and as otheI'1'lise direcb::d.. 

c. Air-to-Ground strikes within the bombline must be under positive control 
of TACP, TAC (A) or ASRT. Objective area is within ra.nge of both ASRT's 
(De. Nang al'rl Chu tai). 

d. Coor~ination of supporting fires in accordance with referenc8B (b)~ (G) 
and (d). When fur ine Air Supjort' is called into sup~~:ort the ARVN~ 
ARVt; artillery will be called orf. 

eo Mlrk friendly front lines with front line marking panels and/or colored 
smoke prior to executing air-to-ground stril{es. 

f. Use UTM ptid contained in reference (a) for all air support missions. 

g. Use normal mission request procedures as indicated in references (b) Etud 
(c). 

h. Control and Orbit Points for air support nights will be designa.ted in 
Tactical Air Requests. 

C-1 

UHCMSmfn 
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\\ __ i\t~ 
i. Al~rt etatu8 of on-oall support aircraft as follows: 

Condition 1 - Two minutes 

Condition II - Five minutes 

Condi tion III - .b'ifteen minutes 

Condition IV - Thirty minutes 

Condition V - As ordered 

j. Medical evacuees will be brought to the clearing station at the LSA 
They will be further evacuated to C Med or B Med at the ~'ion of thl'J 
Medical Platoon. :AliVlr Med Evae! will be taken to the ARVlf hospital at Da Nan1.... 
unless otherwise directed. ~ 

k. Aerial Deliyery, See Appendix 2 (Aerial Delivery) 

1. Prisoners of War (POW) will be taken to QUB' 8OB;<~~:t'~'7':,; \ 

m. Aircraft accidents or incidents should be reported in detail to DASC or FSCC 
by the most expeditious meens giving complete details. 

J. Command and Oommunlca~~on8~lectronic8. In accordance with Appendi. 1. 

APPEND lXES: 

1 Air Communications 

2 Air Delivery 

·1 

:BY CO~ OFBRlGADIER GEnRAL HElIDERSOlf 

'L/~\ Ii e L /, / /. .'/II/.-,,:t.! 
'W~ F. DOEBLER 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
Executive Officer 

3 Air Support Schedule (To be issued separately) 

D1STRIBUTIOI: Annex F (Distribution) to 
Operations Order 1-65 
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Copy ____ of ____ Copiea 
Task Force Delta 
DA lfAlfG, R Vlr 
O?OBoOH Dec 1965 

Appendix 1 (Air Communications) to Annex C (Air Support) to Op~rat10n Order 1-65 

Time Zone: Hotel 

1. General. Air communications in accordanc~ with this Appendix and Annex E. 

2. Call Signe 

a. Air oommunioations call signl in accordance with TAB (A). Additional call 
signs .~e contained in Ann~x E (Communications Plan). 

b. Aircraft voicf'l call ague will contain the respective air group call 1!11gn, 
event number and position of the aircraft in th~ flight. 

3. FreQuencY Plan. All frequencies and net activation will be in accordance with 
TAB (B). 

4. Nayigational Aida. As contained in standard aviation publications. 

TABS: 

A - Call Signa 

B _ ,'requency Plans 

BY COMMAND Olt' BRI GADIER GENERAL HENDERSON 

/?~)l'wjAI 
w. F. DOEHLE.a 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marin~ Corps 
Executive Officer 
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\IlUSSlf\tU Copy ____ of ____ Cop1es 
Task Forc~ Delta 
DA NANG, RVlf 
07080QH Decemb~r 1965 

TAB A (Cd1 Siens) to Appendix 1 (Air Communications) to Annex C (Air Supoort) to 
Operation Order 1-65. 

Time Zon~: Hotel 

Org@.Q1zation 

'l'AOC 
DASC (DA NAliG) 
DASC (Al!tBOrlliE) 
D J\SC (l!'OtlW AllD ) 
DASC (CHU LAI) 
MAG -11 
MAG -12 
MAG ~16 
EAG .. 36 
VMGa 152 DET 
VMCJ -1 
TAG (A) 
TAO (A)/AO 
MEn EVAC 
!SiLT (DA l{~G) 
ASRT (CHU LAl) 
TACP (WITH lUtVJ) 

Voice C.11 

JOYRIDE 
LAIDSHARK 
LAlIDSlURX XRAY 
L.A1IDSHARK BRAVO 
LAlIJ)SHARK ALPHA 
COlIDOLE 
OX\QQD 
ROSE.AN!;E 
lfAlLFILE 
ANOESTOR 
COTrol! PICKER 
PLAYBOY 
GEBOlflK> 
DEADLOCK MEDEVAC!KLODDIKE MEDEVAO 
DEVASTATE BRAVO 
DEVASTATE ALPHA 
MONROE KILO 14 

BY COMMAIID a. llltIGJ (lI)~ I!EIillEJlSON 

i?~ OL-JJif 

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to 
Operation Order 1-65 

w. F. DOEnLER 
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Cot'P'" 

Executive Officer 

UNCLAElEn 
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, ·e' 
Copy. __ of __ Copies 
Task l'oree Belta 
DA NAlfG, RVlf 
010800H Decemb~r 1965 

TAB E (l!'requency Plan) to Appendix 1 (.Air Communications) to Annex C CUr Support) to 
Operation Order 1-65 

Time Zone: Hotel 

Circuit FreQ,uency 

':t'~1i-, SILVlJll )00.2 A 
TATO.2 GOLD 236.2 :B 
TAD_l RED 312.0 C 
TAD-2 GREEN )25.0 D 
TAD . ..4 VIOLET )18.5 E 
TAD-S YELLOW 269.5 F 
TAD-6 BROWN 383.5 G 
HD~l MAROO! 273.8 H 
HD-2 BLACK 314.6 I 
TAO 11'2 28).4 J 
TAl1 11 H.F~ 1995 K 
TAR #2 H.F~ 2196 L 
TAO fl H.)\ 2422 M 
T AC '2 H.F. 5270 ! 
1Z Control F .}I. 49.8 0 
DISTRESS 243.0 P 
Landshark Monitors - A, C, D, (DEVASTATE BRAVO) TAO 2422, H, I, L. O. & p 
Landshark Xray Monitors _ B, F, I, P, K, or M 
Landehark Bravo Monitors _ B, F, 1. 0, P, K or M 

BY COMMAlID OF BRI GAD IER GENERAL HENDERSON 

LvYtJ;}t 

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to 
Operation Order 1-65 

w. F. DOEHLE.R 
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corp! 

Executive Officer 

UNClIIlflD 
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Copy ____ of ____ Copies 
Task Force Delta 
DA lfA!G ,RVN 
07080dH Dec 1965 

Appendix 2 (Air D~11very) to Annex C (Air Support) to Op~rat1one Order 1-65 

Tim~ Zone: Hotel 

a. Aerial Delivery Platoon, Supply CQmpany. Force Logistics Supply Grnu~. 

2. Gent'\rll. .l!'irst Marine Aircraft Wing provides aerial&!livery of supplhs from 
airfields to be designated. 

3. Parrating Procedures 

I. Elements of ~rial Delivery Platoo~. operating at such airfields as may be 
d1rectt'!d, establish packing and handling facili tiel'! for I1r deli very of suppliee all 

directed. 

b. Submit requel'!ts for air delivered supplies via command channels to Taek 
.!f'oret'! Delta Air Ofriot'lr or hh representative uling the format oontained ~n TAB A. 

c. Make maximum effort to salvage parachutes and air delivery containere. Turn 
in daily to Battalion S-4, 

4. (;Qmmunicatiops..Electronica. SM Appendix 1 (Air Comnnmicl,tions) I,n(l AnMX E 
(Communicatio~s-Eleotron1os) to Operation Order 1-65. 

TABS: 

A - Aerial Dl'!livery Requl"ll!lt lI'orm 

:8: Ca.n.tA.lm OF :BRIGAD~GENI<:H.~ HENDEHSCli 

J 1::-1 C 1 . /--? /- _____ /v--t~r 
w. l!'. DOEHLER 

Lieutenant Colonel, U, S. Ma,rine CorpPJ 
Executive Officer 

DISTRIBUTIO!: Ann~x F (D1etribut1on) to Operation Order 1-65 

G-2-l 
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OOpy' __ of_Cop'.t'i~ 

~ask Force Delta 
DA NANG. RVl{ 
070800H Dec 1965 

~AB A (Air Delivery ~equt'iet) to Appendix 2 (Air Deliver1) to Annex C (~r Support) to 
Operation Order 1-65 

Time Zone: Hotel 

iJ3A 
BRAVO 
CHARLIE 
DELTA 
ECHO 
Jj'OXTftOT 
GOlJI' 
HOTEl 
IIDIA 
JULIET 

lILO 
LIMA 
MU-Jl 

Air Deliyery Request 

Support unit 
Pickup point 
Pickup date 
Drop ~:;me 
Drop zone chart numbere 
Drop zone coordinates 
Controller freq. PRI/Sec 
Oall eigne: ACFT/Control A"t'incy 
Vehiclee/Clae. Oargo/Oargo Weight 
Drop zone markings: 

1. Panel color/pattern 
2. Smoke color 
J. Pyrotechnice color 

Conta<,t origin and phol'1f'l number 
Oontac:t pickup point and phone numbe:l' 
Remar)ce 

BY 00 MM.AliD OF BRIGADl aE~ HENDERSOlt 

/LJ-/JJfiLj1/ 
w. F. DOEHLElt 

Lifeutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
Executive Officer 

DlSTRlBUTIOl{: Annex F (Distribution) to 
Operations Order 1-65 

C-2-A-l 
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Copy no _of_copies 
Task Force Delta 
DA NANG, RVN 
070800H Dec 1965 

Annex D (Concept of Operations) to Operation Order 1-65 

!true Zone: H 

1. Concept of Operations. 

a~ GenereJ.J Task Force Delta consisting of two 1brine Battalions, the 
Special Landing Force, 7th Fleet (SLF), and other $upporting 3d Mar 
Div eler.1ents in coordimtion with an ARVN Regiment, will conduct a 
three stage search and destroy operation in the QUE SON-VIET AN­
HIE'P DUe valley complex.· Marine logistic support will be from an 
established base complex, in the viclnity of HUONG XUAN. 

b. Defination of Stages. 

(1) Stage I. Period D-1 and D-Day. 0-1 ARVN forces search and destroy 
enenw forces in vicinity of T!-l~IJG :SImI. D-~ ARVN forces Cross 
LD at 0500H proceed generally -s outhwe st along Route 35 to vicinity 
Phase Line B. BtryM, 4th Bn, 11th Harines , with one rifle platoon 
from 2/7, moves by motor march from CHU LAI enclave to vicinity of 
HUOfTG XUAN to provide artillery fire 8uprJort for ARVN forces in vi­
cinity of Pho.~e Line B. 2d Bn, 7th Marines motor marches from 
CliU LAl to vicinity TAM KY. 

(2) Stase II. Period D+1 to *10. ARVN forces maintain contact enemy 
force. 2d Bn. 7th-Marines is helolifted on Dt1 to vicinity Objective 
1, seize. - tbjec't1.,. ani i8 then prepared to move out to seek eut 
ard destroy the enemy as ordered. On D+1 aU other elements of task 
force except SLF moves from-DA NANG- enclave to either the THANG BINH 
or I~UE SON complex. Btry M, 4th Bn, 11 th Marines continues to 
sup;ort from position at HUONG XUAN. 3d Bn, 3d Mlri.l".e sand SLF 
preFAre for mnediate commitment to objective area on order. 
Lo(;istic Sup;_,ort Un:i t sUp' 'arts force from 0+1 to D+10 from LSA 
vicinity HUONG XUAN. Force Command -Group, Prov Arty Bn (-)~ 
Recon Co (-)bases at QUE SON on D+1. No major disrlacement of 
this elelent, \'lith the exception of the Recon Co (-)j is 
comtemplated prior to 0+10. 

(3) Stage III. D+11 to D+12. All elements of 'fask Force Ddta \'dth­
draw by helo/foot/motor march to their respective enclaves. LSA 
transfers eurplus supplies to FLSG control in enclave. Operation 
HARVEST MOON terminates 0+12. 

DIS'fRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) 
to Operat ion Order 1-65 

BY COMM.\ND 0J~Irr:ofo..:~~~ HENDERSON 

W. F. -OOEHLER 
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps 

~cutive Officer 
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1 - Operation Overlay 

DrSTRIBU'l'IuN: Annex F (Distribution) to' 
Opera.tion Order 1-65 
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Copy no. _o~copies 
Task Force Delta 
DA NANG, RVN 
070800H Dec 1965 

'.rmex E (ColI'muni.cntion-Electronic) to Operation Order 1-65 

Ref: (a) 3d Mar Div 0 0200.2c (COl) 

Time Zone: H 

1. SI'rUATION. 

(1) S.;:e Annex B (Intelli;:!:ence) to Opera.tion Order 1-65 

(2) The enenw has the capability to: 

(a) Employ bnitatlve deception. 

(b) Conduct extensive wire tapping. 

(c) Jam any r~dio circuit. 

b. ~ndly forces. 

( 1) See Ope rat ion Order 1-65. 

C~) Cor:m'"J.m I'oots. 

Task Force Delta 
Prov A.rty Bn 
2d Bn, 1 st Marines 
3d Bn, 3d Marin es 
2d Bn, 7th M:.rines 
3d Motor Transport Bn 
Logistic Support Unit 

Task Force Delta 
Pray Arty ~n 
2d Bni 1st M9.rines 
3d Bn:, 3d }.brines 
2d Bn, 7th l-hrines 
3d Motor Transport Bn 
..... :)~stic SUpport Unit 

955750 
955750 
AFLOAT 
975708 
380225 
DA NANG TAOR 
DA NANG TAOR 

Vicinity of 023349 
023349 
AFLOAT 
150450 
000315 
DA NANG TAOR 
160420 

(c) Report COll1'1and Poo t locations when esta.blished. 
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2. H!§§10N. Connnencin~ 020011 communications electronic elements of Task 

Force Delta provide continuous support for operations in the objective area • 

.3 • EXXUTICN. 

a. Composite Communications Platoon. 

(1) On D-Day establish communications center within 3d Mar Div CPo 

(~:'.) E3t:.bl:ish rc.dio com;llunications with subordiIl.3.te elements ;:.:nd ARVN 
forces. 

(3) Be pre~~red to displace to objective area on 0+1. 

(4) Establish radio-relay circuit from objective area to 3d Mar Div 
Headquarters e:nploying a relay station at lSU Headquarters, 

(5) fittach three Radio Sets, AN/MRC-62 to the Logistic Support Unit 
for movement to the objective area. One (1) AN/MRC-62 to be 
equipped. \'lith slil'lP;s o.nd basket for helUift. 

b. 2d Ba.ttalion. 1 st Utrines. 

(1) Enter ~pprop:riate Task Force Delta radio nets when directed. 

c. Jd Battalion. 3d Marines. 

(1) Enter appropr~ite Task Force Delta radio nets on D-Day at 0001. 

d. 2d Bat.talion. 7th Marines. 

(1) Er.ter approprLte Tn.sk Force Delta radio nets upon de~~rture fl"am 
the CllU UI TAOR. 

e. 3d Motor Transport Battalion. 

(1) I rovide convoy control communic&tions as required. 

f. LOGistic '->upeort Unit. 

(1) Enter appropriate Task Force Delta radio nets prior to dep.:'l.rture 
from the DA NJ>l!G 1'AOR. ' 

(2) Provide rr,dio-relc~y equipment to be employed on !ask torce Delta-
3d M:-'.r Div link with a suitc.ble operating site within the logistic 
support urea and necessary food ctnd fuel for a period of about 
ten days. 

(3) Est,!blish intern:.l wire system as required. 

(4) One ch.mnel of multi-channel radio-relay equipment is designated 
for Logistlc Support Unit use. See Appendix. 1 (Radio-Relay Plan)e 

E-2 
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c. Helicotter availabiliy becam.e I. pr-oble as the intens:h~ tempo of 
hel1opt.r .. perl. {ofls'-cOntIiiueCIaay a.ft.Z" da1 without let lllpo Helieopter 
maintenanclt units w'en unabl.cs t. keep pace 1.8 lin available airere.tt weI'. util­
ized, providing littltl or ng tim6 for nee.nary pr .... enU"'. maintenance. Ava1.l­
.. bili ty diminiehed daily until th. end of the <lip'ration. 

d. Whil6 ...I!1!..!:'J'!:b~ ar~,\l the roUow'ing supp.rt was considered 
eeeentilol and contribu.ted greatly to the success of the operation. 

(1) Ahborn6 DASa limB considered e~sent1al in an operation such as thief 
The perbdl of time trom. the -:.cmanenc·.ment. of the operati~n until the Task Forc. 
FSCC/DASC is in operation h .. er'Ol~ial one and the airborne DASC is &n excellent 
m_ns of bridging this gapo 

(2) Utilization of ex erienced tlots in UH-lEos &sTAO A 'e t. 
coordinat& heliborne asaault ss ons and f xe ng supptJrt w, 8eeent1&l in 
setting uf' hel1born. auault" oil short notie. (2-4 hour.). M.s. utU1ution of 
these pU~t6 who were. {a.ailial!" wUh the ar_ D to· l .. ~ 'reasupply and )oted. Evaa 
hel1cepte1"8 int.", hal"d-to-loc&t. landing ZO:n~B in ma.rginal weather preved extrtmely 
successful. 

(3) Provision of & H~lie. tel" ort·... HaT a 
helicopter .pit ra m 8 perBCtm th t e nee.a.arT eoJlllllun e:a en. a s eg st. os 
Support Area ¢ontdbuted inm"sul"eably to the suceess of th6 6perat.1on. Thb 
SUpptll't we especially required s1Me th8 LSA alslO nrved ae th. ma.in helicopter 
staging arM. A Q0Irideney in this areal) howfJv.r~ WIlI!I the lack .r adequate night 
lighting a.t the LSA 5Ind th~ ab8~nc;e .t navigational aids such as ra.die bNetns or 
htming equipment. 

, 
ENCLOSlfaE t~) 
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COMMUNIOATioN REPORT 

l. Communication-Electronics Report 

a. General. 

(1) v,.)mmunications were generally satisfactory throughout the opera­
tion wi. th the exception of DTl when considerable difficulty TeA encountered 
in corrununicating with higher headquarters employing high frc(:~' -"\cy radios 
equipment which relies on storage battery, BB-45l as a power f'C.lrce. Moans 
of communication from Task Force to subordinate maneuvcr·.)lellt,~nts WiJre limited 
almost exel usi vely to voie e radio omploying Radio Set AN/:'RC-25. When units 
were operating in mountainous ter:~1.in it was necessary to estr1.blish up to two 

relay stations in ordGr to maint,~in continuous contact. ~fu -'n convenient 
and appropriate, staff officers picked-up and delivered traffic on helicopter 
flights '0 senior and f:ubordinate headquarters. 

~2) Communications SGcurity was a major problem in i.ssuif).g orders .and 
receh .. '5 reports to and from su'u0rdinate units. Establishment of a "covered" 
teletype circuit met this requirement from Task Force to higher headquarters. 

b. ~. 

(1) Tactical radio nets employing Radio Set A,N/FRC-25 were effect:' ': 
and reliable. The Task Force Tactical Net was burdened to capacity handli~g 
both tactical and administrative traffic. Relay stations were established on 
this net to en8ure continuous contact with tactical units operating in mountaJ.n­
ous terrain. 

(2) Command radio nets were of varying quality and value. The Task 
Force command Net was of limited use in communicating with maneuver elements, 
The major problem encountered in this respect was in the very unsatisfactor,y 

power supply, Storage Battery BB-451, for Radio Set AN/PRe 47 which a highly 
mobile batt;:;lion command group is required to employ and which they are totally 
incapable o. recharging. At Task Force Headquarters mobile radio equipment 
was employed which was lifted in to the command post by helicopter. This equip­
ment provided satisfactory communioations with Division and III Marine Amphi­
bious Force Hca.dquarters. 

(3) Additional radio nets are required for organizations of this s:.zo 
and complexity. Recommended arc: 

(a) Task Force Intelligence Net - Linking all intelligence staffs 
together and providing on anltAs Required" basis a net which special intelligene' 
agencj· ".".y pnter. Should employ FM portable equipment. 

(b) Task Force. Logb~ics Net - Linking logistics staffs and logis­
tics supporting units tog6ther. Should employ HF SSB mobile and portable 
equipment. 

c. Wiro. 

(1) A switching central with local telephones to staff sections wi'~'d.n 
the Task Force Headquarters and to units within the immediate vicinity was 
installed. 

0020:1:10 
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(2) ~runks to Division Headquarters and the Logistic SUPDort Unit 
employing radio relay were invaluable throughout the operation. 

(3) Hot line3 linking the Task Force G-2 with the Division 0-2 and the 
Task Force G-3 with the Division G-3 we~e installed early and received heavy 
use. Radio relay was employed to provide these circuits4 

(4) The wire systen insta"' led was highly satisfactory and helJ.vi:y 
burdened. A portion of the problem of the heavy traffic load was caused by 
a voice channel on radio relay being of marginal value althollgh entirely satis­
factory '()r superimposed tel()type. Tho establishment of the rGcommendedl.1 
additio11:.l radio nets lfOUld furt'hm-' I'l.llevillte this probls. 

d. Hadio Relay. 

(1) Radio relay was of inestimable value on this operation. A ra.dio 
relay system was established employing four Radio Sets AN/MRe-62 as follO'l,n: 
terminal at 3d Mar Div Headquarters, terminal at Logistic Support Unit Hean-
quartorsJ a second terminal at Logistic Support Unit Headquarters and a tor­
minal at Task Force Dt'llta Headquarters. Channell of both links terminated in 
the Logistic Support Unit switchboard, Channels 2,3, and 4 were "patched" 
between terminals at Logistic Support Unit and provided the G-2 to G-2, G-3 
to G-3 and conunon user with a superimposed teletype circuit respectiv.~:'y. 

(2) The terminal at Task Force Delta Headquarters was lifted to the 
Command post site by helicopter. This is both practical and feasible and 
highly reoommended. The H·34 and H-37 helicopter is capable of ma~i~~the lift 
of the necessary shelter and equipment 1es8 M-37 truck. Generators and trail­

er m'lke a s(~c.)nd lift. 

e. Meeeage Center. 

(1) Message Center employing 60 wpn teletype equipment and KlrJ·7 
cryptographic equipment provided the Task Force Headquarters with a secure 
circuit for the passage of classified traffic to higher headquarters. This 
proved to be of groot value throughout the operation. 

(2) In addition to the above it is highly recommended that teletype 
reperfo"''',Ging equipment be employed on future operations to provide greater 
circuit ".l.i'i.cioncy. 

f. .§pecial Prob~ 

(1) A general shorbge of satisfactory operating frequencies both HF 
and VHF. The high frequencies were "cluttered" to the point of uselessnc2' at 
times. Additional frequencies above 12 He are needed. Very high frequene i es 
employed by B-1 equipment overlapped in some instances and were employed by both 
U.S. and Vietnamese units. 

(2) The storage Battery BB -451 is an impossible power sourcef'or highly 
mobile infantry units operating in difficult terrain and relying on h ;l.icoptr;r 
for logistics support. Tho life of this battery prior to recharge is consider-
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ably less than expected (4-6 hours) and impossible to recharge under the cir­
cumstances encountered. 

(3) Radio Set AN/~RC~ continues to prove virtuallY Useless. Radio 
set AN/PRC·lO should ~epl~ce it at tne rifle eompany le~el. 

(4) Radio Set AN/PRC-25 proved to be highly reliabie and fo~ed the , 
bilckbone of the communications system,to sUbordinate maneuver elements. Thi~ 
radio set is required within the infantry and artillery battalions and at 
higher echelons. 

(5) Ground/air indentification of units ws a continuous problem. Pro ... 
viding units and organizations down to rifle company level with panels indenti­
fying the company/battalion and parent regiment are recommended. Example or 
rifle company A 7 and infantry battalion 1 3. Each numeral or letter designa­
tor should be in black on a white background visible at 1000 ft and each on a 
sepa~ate panel. It is further recommended that they be of a lighweight material 
such as nylon that can be folded compactly for ease of carrying, and provided as 
a standard supply item •. 

(6) Vehicular radio equipment must be scheduled for helilift to the CP 
site early in the operation to ensure continuous, reliable communications with 
higher headquarte!\6 loe11.tod' at a. cjnsidel"able d1stancEl'f:zoOtn the bl:)jeotiva &l"Grl. 

3 
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f§YCHOL9GlOAL WARFARE 

1. Pl1cho1ogical var~re operations conducted during Operation HARVEST MOON, 
080900 Dec to 201700 tiec 1965 Ciondated of the tollowings .. 

a. At 101'1009 with the consent of the D1atriot Chief, a talk va. given to a 
group of people (approximately 200) in. the QUE SON D1etrlct Headquarter. area, 
explaining the reason for the presence of US troops in Viet~G !he talk vas 
veU reeeived o 

b. On 11 o.c betwfln 1330 and 1400,9 6O~OOO leaflet. 22-65 vere dropped in 
the area BT 0525-0825-082)-0523 in direct support of a Task Force Delta action 
underway against VO main force units in the area o 

c. On 12 Dec, 301)000 eaoh of tvo leaflets were dropped which had been made 
from a North Vietnamese ~apti"G. noteso On ~be same tlight the recorded voice 
o! the captive was broadcast, speaking the m8lsageo 

d. On 14 Dec,.9 75000 leaflets 22...,65 vere disseminated in the area ot BT 
0625-0925-0923=0623. 

e. At 151300H Dec each o£ three B-52 strike areas hit on l3 and 14 Dec 
had 1009000 leaflets S ..... l dl.'Opplid on themo 1(01)000 leaflets 22 ... 65 mixed with 
50,000 leaflets each o.f SAa04 and 23-65 vere dropped from BT 022:7 south to BT 
0215, while the recorded speeohes ~r the North Vietnamese captive and a 
North V:f.etD6lD.ese ralllel" wre broadeaetg introduced with the VietD8Jlleae 
lational.lnthemo 

ENOWSURE (5) 
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KIA 

DECLASSIFIED 

SURVEILLANCES 

Confirmed 

16 

Est 1mated* 

270 

*Due to the heavy contact on D day and D plus 1 p1uB the 

fact that most or the lucrative ta~gets were fired 1n support 

of ARVN 1n the1r area of operat1on, accurate and immediate on 

the ground body counts were impossible. The majOr1ty of the 

surveillance came from AOts in the air. 
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1. Estil!!Ate of the' Situation Ant1c1p&t,d 1p Ob.1ectiY. Area. 
4 , 

a. Current intelligence in ,the area ot operation8 had1Qdioated 
that whe 1st Viet CongRegtment had returned to its old operating area 
iD the mountains and valleT regions ot HIEP ooe, VIET All and QUE SON 
and thus posed a formidible threat to RVN torces in the area. The Viet 
Cons had developed a variet,. of base areas which were, 8cattered throughout 
the area of impending operations. 'l'hie was belieoyed to be a well-developed 
complexconta1ning medioal facilities, training oampS) food, weapons and 
anmnlnition storage areas; and printing facUities. The population was 
considered to be pro-Viet Cong. 

" 
bo 'Composition. Units expected to be encountered in the area of 

operations consisted ot: ' 

1st VC RegimeRt 

60th Battalion 
90th Battalion 
90th Battalion 
400th Art1 

Z~h ~~t:!t~ion 
49th Battal1tm (1) 
U/l Battalion " 
0-20 Com~ 
D-2l Comp~ 

, Units considered to be outBids the area ot operation .. but w:Lthin reinforo:lng 
. . distance were: 

7th Battalion 
A-16 ComparlT 
A-19 Company 
0-22 Company 

c. Dispositions 0 See Figure 1. 
. . .... , . . ....... , .... ',. . .. . 

d. Canbat Effectiveness of Viet Cs Foroes in Area of Qper!!:ions, The 
combat effectiveness of the 1st Viet Cone Regiment was considered to be good. 
Although the,. had suffered heavr 108se. in Operation STARLI'l'E, there were 
indications that they had recouped their et.rast.h. '!'he recent attack on HIEP 

. .1 

mc indicated that the regiment was again oapable ot coordinated action. The area 
ot operations was well-known to the regiment and the 100al populace was expected 
to support them. No information was aOYailable to ju~e the canbat, etfeoti venes8 
or other reported units. Their canbat etreof,iveneslS 'W&8 thus considered to be 
excellent until proven otherwi8e. 

, . 
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. e.' Probable Courses of Action. Analysis of enemy capabilities resulte'd 
in the following being published as the enemy's probable courSEB of a etlon 
in Operation llil~VEST MOON~ • 

(1) Withdraw to mountainous areas while using local torce and 
guerrilla units to harass and delay friendly forces. 

(2) Defend if engaged and unable to avoid friendly units, breaking 
conta.ct and exfiltra.ting at first opportunit,.. 

(3) Harass friendly units with small arms, automatic wea.pons, mortar 
and recoilless rifle fire. 

(4) Conduct ambushes of patrols and maneuvering torces. 
. . . . 

2. Viet Cong Stre~h and Situation Actual6r Encountered in ObjectiTe Area. 

a. Prior to the commitment of Marine Corps units in Operation HARVEST MOON, t~ 
11th ARVN Ranger Battalion was believed to have engaged the 70th Battalion on 8 ~ 
December. The following dayp the 1st Battalion, 5th ARVN Regiment was believed to 
have engaged both the 60th and 70th Battalions. These actions took place in the 
southeastern sector of the planned area of operations and generally coincided with 
the anticipated en~ dispositions. Statements of captives taken dur~ the opera­
tion indicate that the Viet Cong in the area were planning an attack on a District 
Headquarters 0 This would account for VC unit displacements resulting in new loca-
tion and subsequent encounters by ARVN units in the initial phases of the, operation. 

b. Units Identified. 

(1) .a~h A{Bn (AKA 195th AA Bn) - Identified as hamg been in contact 
through interrogation of captives, two Ralliers, and translatim of captured 
documents 0 

(2) gOth Bn - Identified as having been in contact and in the area at 
operations through -the interrogation of one captive, translation of captured a. 
documents and markings found on captured pack. ' W' 

(3) 90th Bn - Identified as having been in the area through the tranela.­
tion of captured documents being processed by the G-2, ICTZ. 

(4) AlO Co - Identified as having been in the area of operations by ~he 
translation of captured documents and markings found on captured packs. 

(S) Til9 Co = Identified a.s having been in the area of operations by 
translation of captured doouments o 

c. other Significant IntelliseDceGatned. 

(1) Infiltration of PAW Anit-Aircraft 'Unit. The 5l9th/195th AA Bn181!1 
identified as having infiltrated into QUANa:tm-QUANG-NAM Provinces e The infU­
tration, as reported by 5 captives and 2 Ralliers, begaq in late June and 1tU 
completed by late November or early December. The route was not located ~ctlyjl 
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but reportedly started in VINH LINH, passed through LAOSl) and possibly entered RVN 
in the vicinity of KONTUM ~ The infiltration was accomplished by the echelonment 
of three separate companies o They carried their equipnent and personal etfects 
with them as well as a small amount of ammunition. 

(2) QQB of 5l9th/195th AA Bn,o See Figure 2" 

tn DONG' LJNH Logistics Ba!!o Prior to Operation HARVEST MOON, numerous 
reports had been received through various sources from a variety of agents to the 
effect that the DONG LINH valley area was a major Viet Cong logistics base. Fol­
lowing a B-52 etrike on 12 December, the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines proceeded down 
the valle,. in a search and destroY' mission o In the course ot three days in the 
valleY', thi6 battalion discovered manr of the reported caches wherein oonsiderable 
quantiities of materiel were captured and either destroyed or turned over to the 
local District Chief for turthel" d18poe1tio.n locallY' 0 The importanoe of the DONG 
LINH Logistics Ba8'e can be judged OD the bade of the amounts and types of materiel 
it containedo This involved 45 tone ot rice, 11 tons ot tea, ; tons ot salt, along 
with large stores of fish oil Si peanuts, sugar and soup ulilq weapons and ammunition 
stores including three light machine guns and 34 new CHIC(){ 7.62nm Moissin-Nagant 
Carbines still in preservative grease, a uniform faotory with unifor.ms, a stock of 
.3000 meters and 40 ,bolts of material of excellent qualitYII .3 sewing machines, 
15,000 buttons,!) and bundles of thread. 

(4) Looation· of Viet' C . ". , , . Are s. The interrogation ot captive. 
and Rall1ers -indioate that t e h aslamb1ed and regrouped at CAO NGAN 
(BT 068268) followin&the fighting with the ARVN on 9 and 10 December 0 Interroga­
tion of suspects enlarged upon the picture ot CAO NGAN being both an allembly area 
and rallying area not only tor the 519th AA Bn, but allo another Ubidentitied bat­
talion size unit 0 ,Prisoner interrogations further indicate that AN TRANG (1) 
(AT 990259) was the assembly' area for the $l9th AA Bn following their participation 
in the HIEP DUO attack and prior to their d.eplo1D1ent to the high round on NUl GIAI 
(BT 0427) and N\]I CHAP CHAI (BT 0727) 0 It was further determined that AN TRANG (1) 
would aleo be the rally point for the 5l9th. AA Bn.if and/or when extUtration trom 
the area of operations was to be .tre~tedo . 

(5) Infiltr~tion orN~rth Viet~m';8~" 'i' "llANG '}jAM "liANG 'TiN' i 'CTZ" Un-
deniable eVidence "Of PAVN infiltration into I CTZ by the 51 h 95 Bn was 
obtained through the interrogation ot prisoners and Rall1ers. Thie intUtration 
was accomplished by tactical units in complete secrecy. 'During interrogation two 
captives stated that they had heard that the PAVN 36th Regiment haa been infiltrated 
into RVN to "replace" the 1st Viet Cong Regiment. The presence of the 36th Regiment 
is not accepted on the b~8i8 of such hearsay.. The presence ot the S19/195th AA Bn 
in the area of operation during Operation HARVFSl' MOON is accepted. It would appear., 
howeverj) that thiB battalion suftered considerable losses in persoundl and equipnent 
as a result of repeated air attaoks. 

(6) Miscell~~~u8 Order of 'Battle 0 

(a) During the interrogation ot oaptivea~ several unit designations were 
mentioned 0 The 84th Regiment and the 36th Regiment were both mentioned, however p 
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the captives hact !(IO definil,e int'(I:tl!lB.tion and. eould only say that they had-"heard" 
that these units were in the QUANG NAM" ,QUANG TDl ares o 

(b) Th,!; T202 Co. Wel.S reported by the Rallier .L81 .500 .No info:t"lQtion 
is held concerning thisanit i' ho~"ver fJ the designation iiTI"I has senell"ally been 
oonneoted with training unitso This Rallier also stated that· the AKA for this 
unit is "THANH MAllr whj,(';h is a known AKA for the 80th Bno' An analysis of the 
VCC t s statement indioates t,he T202 Co iI trained in oastern BINH SON, District with 
let VC Regiment.~ depart ing t.hat. a,rea. on' 14 Aug" foUl" days prior to Operation 
Starlitso 

(c) Captive Nguyen Tung TU claimed to have been from the 3d COil 4llth 
Bn, 312th Regt 0 This batt.til,iol1 was report.ed to haTe the strength of 200 men. The 
regiment was reported to ~on(;liat, of two battalionsj) the 411th and 412t.ho The 

•• 

oaptive was considered um'elh.hl£l ~ however',!) ",it ia poss1ble that he had trained .. 
with elements of the ~1l2t.h ill, Norlh Vlet Nam. A note of interest is the parallel _ 
between known PAVNunit dealgnationso There is a confirmed 312th Division with a 
lUst Infantry RegJment ana a. M:ld ~ea'fY' WeaponlS Batta.11ona There seem8 to be no 
correlation between thallI(! ttn:lt& arId those mentioned by the capt:.ive except:. fer the 
s1m1larlty in the numt!lt'l.l'e.l di:li.,ug.)htionso . 

(d) Although 2It,lll specu1at1:ve~ th~ presenoe of the 519t.h AA Battalion 
suggests the }X'lBldbHity i:.ha:i.:. .fl. PAVN X'Elgiment haa infiltrated or is about to WU ... 
trate into this ar'ea,,, TM.t:l fjk,~·(;u1l9.tio:a, i8 .8upJ)CIrted by-the O'f'8rall 80ale of WU­
tration ll repo:r:-ta of whiol1 c'.;);~)\t~~ll1e t.o be l"eoeived o 

(7) r!n~h'~loB!t!:~"Vt"~~~~~2~*~~L.9.f',-'19!ih AA :en Eerlomeio rXlnfl 519th/195th 
AI. Bn was considered a lll,~t],&t,l'\l'e lJ9t~ tuget due to the reoent and repeated air 
strikes on their- pOEi1t1ooz;" Ng".,(1',m Quang DA~ and Nguyen Van HUNG indicated that 
due to these att.'ikeilljJ 1('JrW' food i!i'Upplyy no mJ.I.U.Il and ai.ol<»edl~ the m.oNtl~ w.u low • 
...,. otbe2"' wanted tCi der..tIt, but that th.,. ...... ... taW \),. their- ottlaeno 
Oaptivea wer.e p€I~"l9u ... \doj, t() "ja.lj,\~,,,, l.~i:.ht"$ fOl' J.ttanet tJrop. and ~kt'1 taJ;' r .. or~ ..A 
woado".tato be 1-'1&;$'EJd , .. Wei,' <;,:;":" b,,;,'x~~ 10'udispeakerlo Other 0.1 .. 8 indioated that ,. 
theee leafld.,~ Wd\."EI l1t'oppad UYl t.ile ttU"ga'/:. unit and tha.t in one u,stanoe the ofrioer'l!! 
gathered them up A1t.d l\"ef\!fj.~, tel .J.d, the men l"ead themu In &not-hel" inetanoe r the;r 
were ignoredo '1'h6 3holt '/:'enll l:OtruUe. of theee le.nets oannot be aeeeaeedi howen:t')) 
there is eve:ry l"elj.eol'l to b>l;!li~·'i;i9 'that. the remnants of tha '19th AA an oontinues to 
be a vulnerable ii.lillJwa.r t.w'geL, 

, • Tin.in~.! !t:r!i:?!:.!9.!l n 

"0 Tho a,ra~t (.,j~ ()~erat1.{)rw if;)tU3 g~meral.l1' loc$.ted in a flat I' ClulU 'f'a.ted val '.ey 
bounded on the n~,)l'th", west Mflo' BO'I.1,th by X''U8Sed mO\mt .. 1nl oovered by .econdarl 8l"owt.h 
and. intereper.ed with tl:"opi( &:l X"aini'oreot'! The major valley &rea and the numeroUI 
hishland valleys in llI.ud bat'~'(,lon UUl muuntain.- oonta:1.ned terraoed 1J&dcir and dry crop 
area8 dottud by ida.ndtl 1)1 :O;j11u;i~i"e.b.:Y' woodod high ground 'Where arEi lO(Jlttlti t.he houllea 
and l:1~ 8l"eae or the lo!~a.l pvpuls,C1e u Ther. or', n.umel"OU8 hedge:rowe whieh bound and 
1nte:rweave among th4!1 (;uIt, 'lttl.tl!,cl, Ui!!ldl and ".ddiel o 
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::0 
fTI 

f\) 
~~~ 
~ ~~ TP1'~ ~ 

S~~l'!I -- 470 

.u lJOO".,t:.rJfi - EIGH'I'EER 12.7maa MG's 

;)IS'!'IIIlIJ ::"ICII 

lD - Ie r*l D· 
CO--6 ~ 
Pt'!' -- 2 (2 ~ Scmads ~ 2 A!DO Souads) 

(B/A -- 300-SCD ltd's per· Clun) 

519 th AA BATTALION 

2 

519 
~(AKA 195) 

~~~ 
~ "I~ 17~ ':~ ~ 2:;tJ 

l.t CII!P~1IY 

CO -- IlguYf!n-Van-BORG 

XC -- Tran-Van-Tf 
(ALl lUll?) 

PO - Rl!I'yen-Bon 'ruAT 
(R.portO<! KLI) 

3 

~~~ 
2~17~~~ .~J~ 

519th BA TTAU:lIf 

CO __ IIpyen-CuaDC-PH; N 
(~U 1I ... 7_-Hong- 'lUYEII) 

XO -- Tran-Yan c;'tJUG 

2d CCllPAIIT 

CO -_ 'IUYl!lI 

m -- COI 

PO -- 'ruE 

3d Cot;nlf! 

co __ NCOIIG 

(.t.KA CUf.,IfG?) 

IO __ 'lIlU 

PO __ GONG 

-

e 
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h. Observation and Fields of Fire. Long range observation and 

fields of fire were afforded the Viet Cong over the approaches into 
the area of operations from the east by the high ground dominating 
the valley on three sides and the numerous risee of ground aeraee the 
entire valley floor. 

c. Cover and Concealment. There was oonsiderable cover and con­
cealment available in the valley ~rea for relatively large units 
due to the numerous pine stands, hedgerows, cane stands and built-up 
living areas on the numerous islands. Long range deteotion was possi­
b1e, however, due to th~ barren paddy and dry crop areas which were sub­
ject to excellent observation fram the surrounding hill m&aees. 

d. Ohstaclea, 

(1) Manmade. The two roads l~ad1ng weet from National Route 
1 to QUE SON and VIET AN were effectively interdicted by countless cuts 
and destroyed bridges over the numerous rivers and streams in the valley_ 

(2) Natural. The entire valley floor was interlaoed with a river 
and stream oomplex which at this time of the year was an effective barrier 
to freedom of cross-country movement. The rain turther contributed to the 
natural obstacles by inundating the great portion of the valley and turning 
the rice paddie8 into effective barriers to easy cross-country foot movement. 
The ruggedb overgrown hill masses and mountains bordering the valley were 
natural obstacles which tended to channelize and restrict movement. 

e. Key Terrain Features. 

(1) Hill 280 (BT 0438) and the northern hilla.1S cClllll1lJ'lding local 
route 82 dominated the northeastern ground approach into the area ot 
operations. 

(2; Hill 441 (AT 9828) and 445 .(AT 9925' -dc:minatJed the _stern 
extremity of the QUE SON valley and the narrow entrance to the lIIEP DUG 
valley. 

(3) The southern maS8 of hills running east trom VIET AN AIle! 
including hill 401 (BT 0427), hill 407 (m 0727), hill 378 (BT0526). 
hill 3.30 (BT 1127), hill 434 (BT 0924) andh1l1 479 (BT 1'24) dominated 
the' southern approach into the area of operations, VIET AN, the DONG LINH 
valley and the area between the QUE SON valley and the SOOG CHANG river 
valley. . 

f. Avenues of Approaoh. 

(1) The entire QUE SON valley formed a northeast to aoutllweet 
approach into the area of operations. 

UNC1AIJ[JJ (2) 
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(2) The pass between HONWI TAU ind WI CHOM in the neWt,. 

of AT 9637 formed an avenue of approach into the weetern extremity ot 
the QUE SON valley in the area o'f operations. 

(3) The valley of the SONG LAU past VIET AN tormed an avenue 
of approach into the southwestern extremit,. of the QUE SON .aIle,.. 

(4) The HIEP DUC valley formed a western avenue of approach 
into the QUE SON va1.ley. 

4. Weath~r 

a. vleather in the area ot operations consisted of intermittent 
rain ~d overcast skies with correejxmding low ceilings. !here was no .. 
variation from the average temperatur.es tor this, time ,ot the year. • 

b. Eftects on Enemy Operat10ns. 'There was no. known adverse 
effect ot weather on Viet Cong operations •. 1t. isuJlUD1ed that their 
crose-countr,- movement was hampered someWhat and hindered the evacu­
ation of their dead aqd wounded and the resupp11 ot their combat unite. 
To what degree weather affected Viet Cong operations 'cannot be'datannin.d 

, at this t1me. 

c. Effects on Priendly Operation,. In general, the extended periods 
of rain in the objectiye area restricted our full emplo,ment ot heli­
copters and close support aircraft. Ground operationl were h&1llpered 
due to the reduced visibility 18 the mountaine during period. ot heav 
overcast and rain. Flooded paddies and swollen streams caueed b,. the 
constant rain further hampered ground operations and orose-countr,­
mobility 0 

6 
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1. S\IIIDI&17 ot Mr SU,PPort Op!rationl 

"Harvest Moon'" WIlS pl&nn~d and put tnt. trlt'ftU'ttQn in a '"" IIl\Ol1-
time tru.e and cnl7 personnel. with a tfneect to know" .-re intoraeti ot the oper"­
ation. to consonance with most counter1.nnrgen07 opuoations in Vietnaa, the 
nature of the ten&1n and en4IIIT act1vit, in the objeotlve area d1ctateCl 
intenlivt UII ot air support. tr. the in1tial ltap. or pJ.ann11)1 tor the I 

opera Uon. A Tactical Area ot aelpone1blIlt1 (-rAOR) Ca. conta1ntd in Ara$k'1' 
to Operation Order 1-65) was designated: hI" the epilation and approve! b7 'the 
AR'IN OOIlll&OOer I Corps. Init1al planning included .. "I"borne alault '" J)t.l 
'01 2nd. Bat.talion, 7th Marine. on'Objective OtJe (rz~ft' '.), abUl .... 
• ollthwe.t ot the town ot Que 8On. 'ublequent 01'1",\1, ' i.1enecl "t1x and. 
4e.tJ'GJ" opa1'&t10n. 19a1nit theV1. Conlin the ap_, al eJl4".a, "tUr1linl 
&n1' or all el_entl et Battalion, 2/7, 2/1, or l/3. The 'ir,*,. Marine Air lft.nS 
wal directed t. pNvidl ail" .uppttrt tor th, operatioD.'The 7S,r" Marine Alr-
C1'&tt Wing vaa lAter aupented tit the helicopter re.,ureal of 1D1R .. ,6, and 
HMM-261 who haTe belD under' OPCOR e~ PI!LD PORCISV~.t.np., &n4 \_. !peoial 
Landing Forcl, relpectivel1. I' I 

'! 

The,opration encCDpI..llid a p8l"1ed of app~telT 12 daYI. An a1zobome 
Direct Air Stlpport C",ter (IMSO), utU1zin,a XCt-l:30, .... -plaTed r.r. L-Hour 'mul 
one on D-I>q plue' one, thNugh D-Day plu8tw Wha'l the Talk "erce Delta'lJASC _a, 
set up at, Que Son!) a~ja.cent t. the COJIIII&nd Group. , .. " the rem&inder ot the oper­
ation the DASC' at Qu. Son (Landlhark Brave) cont"lltd air 'uppert eperatienl. 
Tactical air reque3te were handled bY' Landehark Bra .... ' ."er the TAR net as well a. 
through the Talk Force S-) to the Df~. ' , 

The Logistic8 Support Ar6& (L~) at (BT 154-45Q) served allO al a hellcopter 
staging area. Aircraft fuel was aVailable _ D+2at 1;he tst. All .1.fIIUIn't et MA(}a.l6 

. eperationa established ~ helicopt.r control tea nth the riec.al&l7 'ceumnlcati., 
to contl"'ttl helicopters !nand out ot the LSlo Th1" ~ont"l t .. wa~ ale. tied 11'( 
t. Landsharic Bra'YOj) the DASC' at Que $"onll bY' both phene and 1'&4+e. . 

Atter the irit.tlal heliborne land~s ot the ~hre"battalion~ on Dtol and Dl-2." 
there were approxiMtelJ 60.ddit1onal helicept.er ~itt; • • t plateen aue '1" lar~l' 
plus the numerous d&1l1' Ked Efte, reeennaietlJ&!lCeg liaison and _ller resupply &!14 
adain1at1'&tion II1s81011s. The nature.t the .peratioA' dictated 1I1ni1m11 time be­
tween planning a~d execution et these mealenao The.jor pertion ef the.e lifts 
ware conducted in marginal weatli'er conditions with c"~lings et 300 " 1500 teet 
and visibUity tr_ i mile te 3 mileso Coupled. with t.he lIOuntain,ul! terrain and 
.n~ tire» the.e weather conditione were 8Xtr .. e17 h,zardeuator a~~ operattona. 
Helicopters and fixed wing .ircraft were succesaful,lf' employe« under:' the.e ' 
cen4itlon8» however. ' 

In accordance w1~h First Marin, A.ircraft Wing dootl'in' JI all •• Ia~t lift:. ~~ 
unsecure zones were preced~b1 ~l'ld1ng zone prep b, p.. and '4 attacl,c aircraft. " 
Hel1c*pt.r escort and landing zellle CA.P b1' 14 ._ttaclc afrcratt pl". aJlile4 UH-ll tire 
suppression 8UPpe~ nr. als. pr...-ided Q Weather, &~ .entien~ MrUi'l'JI lnfiueDced 
the ef'tect1vene.o·· ot &ir support te a Qonelder&ble q$ent 'and;d1ctat.cStlu; ordnance 
utilized. Napalm» 20MM rockets and 250 :J,.bs M-81. baIlb. w1tib Sftak.e fins and Daiq 
Cutter tusing were employed tor thia lew level work9"Nol'Mll1' twa '1" teur tilted . 
w~ a!rcratt were on station cQntinuousl1' during daY'11&ht hours when weather per-

,.. .I .... m. 
0020:1:10 ~'" 
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Dl1tted and ej ght t.il"crt.tt wt"'!'1I em l~ ,,1n:Utt. g1'01llftd al.m at Dt.nang and. Ohu tal 
during dar1m6Be and bad weathlr, A tlaf'tl plane at Danang anefMed. l\Pao heUo.ptlrl 
at the LSA were ale. on l5 minute ground &len .th~out th".""'t.ien. .lir 
Suppert; Radar Teams at both Danang and Ch'1ll. La! cwt,roUecl TPQ-1.01l1aaiona.in the 
obj acti v, &rea di.uJ"ing the periods of daman. While the AmtT haa the capabUit1' 
ot controlling b-.bing tiNp. within 500 meter. af tr>iendlt tHOp., there wal n. 
rlQ.'II1r_ent tel' 'tF'Q-10 dropi th&t 01 ••• In th11 ... t1en. Four targetl 11\ the 
Ibj4lCtll'. area were 1nterdlt:ted 1:17 USA~ B-52 bGIR1n, 1'&14. dvin, the fi'Ral'Ye.t 
Moon" operat1on, Thia r.quire~ cl.e8 coord~tlon to 1nlur~ the .. t~t7 It ground 
troop. and aire raft in the vicinity 0 • 

. ca-3? heUcopter. Pk"oved inftluabl. in t1"'&nlplrtlng batterl •• rlt .• tripped 

. . 

<lawn lO, h.witzera an.d. oarl'1~.n! oOldllunicat,lcme van. and jeepl int, the ebjlOti .. " 
ar-.. One Itripped down UH-34 waif 1'6tri ..... d b7 .. CH-37. '!'wI Al'IQ' CH-47'1 alliatect 
in the optrat1on bl piok1ng up sever.t othlr UK-34's foroed down b1 .eohanioal 
t. rouble , TWf) helioopt.l'S W~lr. loet in the uHarvest Moonlt ope:ratim. Onl UH-34. 
forced dewn bl mO'elhanical trouble _~ deetrored by the va with ,1'.-4 •• betottl a 
.eouritr terce oould be brought in to preteot It ... The or"" wa. aateJJ evaouated. 
A UH-l! '4s thot dowtl .n a n1lht. Med EvaCi miaeicm" the pilot was klUed and thr.e 
crew mebera were WIA. 

There were a total ,,1' 106 incddentli in whic:h helicopt6re reported being ftired 
at. l"ifty t,hree aireratt wara hit 'Aith over 160 rounds. A number of these were 
.50 caliber rounds. Total ca&ualtie~ incu~ed by aviation poreonnel. were 1 KIA 
and 12 WI.Ao 

Armed UH=lE hol.1copt,ers played a. yit&l re:ltl in escorting ~d convols frea Chu 
Lai and Danang to the LSA &nd utu.m o A.leng with Al'JlI1' OlB uSf) they a18e prlvlded 
valuable l"1!I('onnaissancli inf'crmatio!!~ UH=lE pile1ts provided a valuable source for 
TAC(A) f't!quinments. 

A S~l'1 of t,he op&ratj,('l)A'i "ho-"-!I that thi'!i. A....J., li.nd F~ aircNft flew a total 
of 523 sorties and 710 fUgh'" hou:t'e dUl"il'.g VlJIU&M'6St Moon o The helicopters new 
99230 sorties and 39262 flight hoW"so They lifted 129177 troops and 638 tonI of 
cargo. KC-130 aircratt mado three a1~ drops of 105 and 155 ammunition totaling 
90,000 po,unds and re.c8J.ved 10 hits tl"(',m small ams fi1"6 0 Ordnanc6 expended included 
1058 MK"':81/ANM-5? 250/1 bombS$) .539 M1~~B2/ANM-.64 500fl bombsf) 173 napalm 208 511 Zuni 
rockets", 15292075 FFAR and La?lY Do)gso . 

20 Problt'it1l1!1 Enco\ID.t~l"ed ----
a. Weather' was a critic.;&l factOll" in. the operation. Both ht!lll1copters and 

fi~ed wing air~raft conduct ilIperati.QJns in weathelL" that was b610w I&f6operat1I\g 
m1n1mU1l1~o At the3e 16w altitudM and reduced vie1bllitl ~ aircratt were expo'sed 
not only tc the hazaros ot th~ tel'rain.!! hat to exeessive< small artls and automatic 
fire as well. Low alth\lJ.de op~nt~ .. ons a18~ rest:t'icted the tYP6 ordnance delivered 
at lew altitudes could be empleyedo 

b. Hea!LUtt CapabiUtz 'W'&D not a.dequat. ro~ the operationo' WhUe the CH-37 
hel1CCltptel"8 utiUzed did a.n outstanding job\J the: operation emphasized the need 
tor a helieopteJ" capable OIf lifting 105 howitzer8 and downed UH .... :34ve without having 
to strip or dl81.8sembl. them o This:l\.e eepac:ially true in the oas. of downed UH-34 's 
where retri,eval time' must be minimal to avoid destruction tit the ai:rcraft by the 
VC. Demonstration of the value of this eapabilitY' wa~ provided when Army CH-47 
helicopters retrieved several HU=34 Qs arte; o,nly the rotor blades...,.r. remoa\\ 
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g. Air Support con~uni\ation~ 

Order 1-65. 
See Annex C (Air Support) to Operation 

h. Coordirating Instructions. 

( 1) COllummications Center. 

(a) See Appendix :2 (Cryptographic). 

(b) Use GNT (ZULU) in all date time groups~ 

(2) Messeng~ Service, 

(a) Helicopter messenger service as required. 

(b) Foot ;:.nd vehicle messengers must be provided with adeqUD.te 
security prior to dep~'rture from command posts. 

(3) Rndio. 

(a) Tncticul radio c'1ll signs in accordance witll reference (a) 
and Appendix 3 (Radio Call Sings) • 

. (p) See Appendix 4 (Radio Frequency Employment Chart)" 

(c) See Appendix 5 (Eidio Frequency ass1gnment)~ 

(4)~ 

(a) Internnl cr ",ire systews only until the tactical situation 
per~cits the installation of tl'unks. 

(b) See Appendix b (Switchboard Code Names). 

(5) Intec;rated Wire/Radio Relay. See Appendix 1 (Radio Relay Plan)o 

(6) Visual, Sound, Pyrotechnics. See reference(s,). 

4. ADi·:INISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

See Administrative Order 1-65. 

ResupI',ly of \-lire and comllon use batteries available from LSlJ. 

EmerL:cnc~r air evacuation of electronic equipment to Porce Logist.ic 
Support. Group (DA NANG TAOR) as required. 

BY CO~~!AND OF lIllIGAD~ GENE~ HENDEHSON 

Lb':lL'j/.VJ~ 
W.F. DOEHLER , 

Lieutenant COlonel, U.S. Marine Corps 
Executive Officer 
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APPEN:lIXES ~ 

1 - Radio Relay Plan 

3 - Radio Call Signs 

4 - Radio Frequency Employment Chart 

5 - Radio Frequenc,y Assignments 

6 - Sltitchboard Code Names 

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distrib~tion) to 
Operation Order f-65 
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.APPEXDlX 1 (Badio Relay Plan) to .Annex E (Co::nmunleation...Elec~!"onlcs) 

Capy~of~Coplea 
TASK FOltCE DELTA 
DA~G. RVI" 
070800i! DEC 196.5 to O]eration Order 1~65 

e * 

e 

DISTRIBUTIOJl: Annsx F (Distribution) to 

e Operatton Order 1-65 

e 

''( 

:Ll-l 

BY CCIOWID OJ' BRIGADIER GJ:BRAL BJUIJl'EBSOJl 

":~JJJ ~~ 
Lieutenant Colonel. U.S~Marine corp. 

Executive Officer 
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Copy ____ of ____ Copies 
Task Force Delta 
DA lfAJrG t RVlf 
070l0OH Dec 1965 

Appendix 2 (Cryptographic) to Annex E (Communication - Eleotronics) to 

Op~ration Order 1-65 

it!"'fl lone 

Time Zone: H 

10 CRYPTOGRAPHIC 

a. Authentication 

(1) KAA-60 has been designated as the in-country auth@'lntie •. tion system and 
will be used on all radio circu~ts external to Task force Delta and on 
all internal radio circuits guarded or controlled by Task force Delta. 
KAA-60 may be used on all other task foree circuits. 

b D llumer •. l Codes 

(1) UC~138 is effective for joint use in plain langul.ge messages •. 

c~ Crypto Channels 

(1) iAK-264l is the common on-line SECRET crypto channel for Task Force 
Delb. and Jrd Marine Division. 

DIST~IBY!!Q!: Annex~ (Distribution) to 
Operation Order 1.65 

BY CIJOWII) OF BRIGDIER JIlAL ~lIDERSO. 

j~Jt 

DECLASSIFIED 

W .F. DeERLER 
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Nltrine OOTTJtl 

Executive Officer 
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.opy_of~Copil'\B 
'-ek Foree DfI!lta 

DA lfAliG, VlETlfAM 
O?OlOOH Dec 1965 

.Appendix :3 (Radio Call Signs) to Annex (Communleation-Eleetronics) to 

~~;"ration Order 1_65~J 
Hef: Bone 

Time Zone: H 

3 Mar Div Monroe 

T}' Delta 

3D :En 3D Mar 

2JJ Bn 1ST Mar 

3D M'l' Bn 

Liaison O/~Vlf KfI!gt 

TAOP W/ARVN Regt 

Loeist~c Spt Unit 

DASC 

DASC (Airborne) 

Arty Bn GrlP 

Btry 1/12 

II}'" Btry 2/12 

"W" Bt.ry 1/11 

"Mil Btry 4/11 

11 0" Co 3D .d.econ :En 

Air Observer 

. I' 
Murphy 

Warehouse 

Dixie Din!'lr 

Glimmer 

Slow Roll 

Monroe Kilo 

Monroe K110 14 

Ripe Peach Alpha 

Landshark Bravo 

Landshark X-Ray 

Ring Broom 

Permission Charlie 

Sunrise Foxtrot 

Henpecked 

l{uggles Mike 

Scat Charlie 

Rosemont (Phonetic Suffix) 

BY COMM.AIm OF BRIGDlER GENERAL HKKDERSON 

DISTiUBUTIOl(: AnMx F (Distribution) to 
O~rat1on Order 1-65 

L~JiJd 
W .F. DOEHLER 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
Executive Officer 
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CoA no ___ of_cop1es 
:T~Force Delta 
DA NANG, RVN 
070BOOH Dec 1965 

Appendix 4 (Badio Frp.quency Ftnployment Chart) to Annex E (Ccmnunication­
Electronics) to Operation Order 1-65, 

Ref; None 

Tble Zone: H 

LEGEND: 

C .- Net Control ! I~NI~I~I~I~ld~lol~I;~I~I;I~I~I~I~I~'~I~I~,gl~~ 
t.) I Guard 

o - When Directed 

y Copy 

R - As Required 

L - Listen 

-
&ri.ssion Symbol 

O,1Al A 
JA3J B 
JA7J C 
36F3 D 

6A3 E 
'\9B F 

2d Bn. 1et Mar (SLF) mT~ II II R C Fi R IR IR IR IR 
Arty Bn Grp RING"»~ IR Ix_. 
Lo,gistic Spt Unit RIPE PEAr.H" 6.-H-·.p-Hr-+6.-+-+-IIX~4-l~X+-+~XI-:X~I-+-++-If-+:R~R+-+-+--+-I-+C~I~C 

IlLY c.l:L... 

3d Ml' Bn(-) siow l?flT.T II IR 
!LA§9 LA tJn~H~ 'R"iC 'RRA. vo 
DASC (Airborne) T.Afl.TMH.U~l(Y_l?AV 
NGF Spot Team~I~"'HI ?f...r. 

~ CelIe 
c C eel i!...;c~-I-...f-.-ll-+-+-~~ 

E-.l..-1 
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:.nn(";:x F (Jistribution) to 
Opecat i.on Order 1-65 

BY COn'fAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HENDEf60N 

lz)/~\,jbj 
W. F. DOEl-fi.,ER 

Lieutenant Colonel~ U.~. M.rime Corps 
Executive Oi'i'icer 
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..r:ask .If'orce .LIe! ta. _A NANG. R.Vlf 

070900H Dec 1965 

Appendix 5 (Radio Frequency Assignment) tc Annex E (Commun1cat1ons= Electronice) 

1'ime Zone~ H 

EM:SSION SYMBOL EMISSION gr.rnOL 

0" LAl A )6]') D 

3A3J ::s 6.A ') Jl 

c 6ArjB F 

Bet .b'req'Uency Designator Emission Power 

(p) 3925 D-2'7 ::SA 500 

(8) 2244 D-4 ::SA 500 

(p) 430 1 D-208 D 16 

3725 D-9.5 :SA 200 

Tlisk JI'orce Tae 45,;; D-231 D 16 

Task Force LSU Cmd 7843 D .... 59 ::SA 200 

MP Cmd. 3095 D .. 89 :SA 200 

~on'11'oy Cor. trol 40.0 Du191 D 16 

N~' CClntrol (p) 4301 D-30 ::s 100 

(S) 8630 D .. 68 ::s 100 

S1!'C Spot ( 1) 3224 D-16 ::s 100 

\.,) .5120 D-39 B 100 

I.J.R f) D-243 D 16 

r.G}' Air Spot, (p) 262 .. 2 D-300 E 10 

(s) 318,.6 D-307 E 10 

E·5-1 _SSIFIED 
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\\IW£~W\ln e e e J.: jJ.~tic&l Air Nell" 

TAtl t 1 (p) 7995 W..,451 B sOO 

(S) 2196 W..J.i.52 B 500 

TAD ,If! (Red) 312~0 W-455 E 25 

#2 (Gr-een) 325.0 W-456 E 25 

TATe ~.J6, 2 

TAG (p) 463:' W-453 

(5) 5270 w .. 4S4 

TFAOi ArtyAirSpot 38",{ D-181 D 16 

"'1'0 He1hiopter NoU" 

HST k,b 5069 D-37 B 100 

11· Colltrol 49 0 8 D-249 D 1 

HD ", 1 (Maroon) 273,,8 W-459 E 25 

, .~ (Blaclc) 326,,6 W ... 482 E 25 

), ~BJl let MarlnoJ1a 

B-,.:, Tee #1. (p) 410 1 M-JO 

12 (s) 45,6 M-38 

8~ Mort () of F 42,,6 M-37 

~o It; ~ac 51 t 4 M-39 

Co F Tac 49,2, M=40 

\"lo G Tac .52~6 M-41 

CD H Tao 51~6 N..42 

TAGP Lo~al 41«8 M-33 

b" 3d Bn 3d M.rines o 

FIn T8~ *1 3384 D-20 BA 100 

B::. Ta<:", 1t2 42.9 D-206 D 16 

81 Mort C of F 44.4 D-219 D 16 

E.5-2 UNCfAS9fFIED 
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U~~u€MS\f\£n 
e 

106 HR Cmd 45 0 6 D.228 D 16 

Co 1 Tao 5404 D-27.5 D 1 

Co K Tao 52.4 D.262 D 1 

Co L Tac 47 0 6 D-240 D 1 

Co M Tac 54 0 8 D-273 D 1 

TACP Local 45 .. 2 D ... 22.5 D 16 

70 2d Bn 17th Marines. 

Bn Tac 11 321'1 D-1.5 :SA 100 

Bn Tac 12 460 1 D-232 D 16 

.3~ Mort C of F 4302 D-209 D 16 

~o6 RR. Cmd 40~2 D-193 D 16 

Co E Tac 43,,4 D-211 D 1 

Co F Tac 41 0 1 D-277 D 1 

Co G Tac 45.1 D-224 D 1 

00 H Tac 41 0 2 D-276 D 1 

TACP Local 4509 D-231 D 16 

8~ Attillery. 

.• rty Bn Grp Omd/FD• .38.2 D 16 

C Btry 1/12 C of F (p) 2703 D-133 D 16 

(6) 29.7 D-148 D 16 

F Btry 2/12 C of F (p) 37.4 D-117 

IlW" Btry 1/11 Cof F 27.7 M-26 D 16 

M Btry 4/11 C of f (p) 35.1 D-1.55 D 16 

(6) 27~2 ])..132 D 16 
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9 .. 1d Motor Transpprt B.ttalion. 

Bn Cmd 52,4 

Bn Control 40.6 

10. Reconnais B&pCC. 

o 00, Omd (p) 3862 

(S) 5100 

DECLASSIFIED 

e • 
D.262 ;D 16 

])..196 D 16 

D-25 BA 200 

D-25; D 16 

BY COMKAIm OF BRIGhDI1j· ·,:OE1CE!Wl HElmERSOlf 
\ . / 1 \ / / 

~.?'Y(~\~·v.~.4.: 
W,F. DOEHLER e 

Lieutenant Oolonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
Executive Officer 

~ST~IBUTJ~: Annex. (Distribution) to 
Operatlon Order 1-65 
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COPY' no. _of _ copies 
Task Force Delta 
DA NANG, RVN 
070800H Dec 1965 

Appendix 6 (SwitdDboard Code Names) to Annex B (Corrununications-Electronics) to 
Operation Order 1-65 

Ref: Nom!'" 

Time Zone: H 

3d }br Div 

TF Delta.. 

3d En, 3d M:''tr 

2d Bn, 7th lLr 

2d Bn, 1 st Mar 

3d MT En 

LocistlC Spt Urdt 

DAsa 

Prov Arty Bn 

C Btry 1/12 

F Btry 2/12 

H Btry 1/11 

H Btr;:v 4/11 

DIS'fJHIlUTION; Annex F (0 Lstribution) to 
Operation Order 1-65 

SHOVE 

PINCH HITTER 

5WAD 

FA TS TUFF 

TBA 

YAGHT 

PANHANDLE ALFA 

DEVESTATE BRAVO 

PINCH HITTER 24 

GOOSE CHARLIE 

WAGON MASTER FOXTROT 

TBA. 

PUlD MIKE 

BY COW1AND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HENDERSON 

~5J~ 
W.F. DOEm,ER 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
Executive Officer 

E-6-1 
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Annex F (Distribution) to Operation Order 1-65 

Time Zone: H 

COl-llS ~c V 

Fl1FPAC 

III l>1AF 

I CORPS 

3d MAR DIV 

FHAW 

ADC CMD GRI', CHU LAl 

3d MARINES 

4th MARlHES 

'Ith MARINSS 

9th MARWES 

11 th ~'~\R:U'JES 

12th H;IUlJES 

2d BN, 7th M,\RIHES 

3d BH, 3d MARINES 

SLF, BLT 2/1 

PROV ARTY BN 

co D, 3d RECON BN 

co C J 3d El:nR BN 

LOGISTIC SUPIORT UNIT 

3d HI' BN 

FlLE 

TOTAL 

F-1 

DECLASSIFIED 

Copy no ____ of----copies 
Task Force Delta 
DA NANG, RVN 
070S00H Dec 1965 

5 

5 

7 

.3 

15 

5 

.3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

5 

5 

5 

6 

1 

1i 

3 

3 

12 

91... 
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BY COMMAND OF BR~~ G~ lIENDEIUlON 

?;tJ;/2VL 
W. F. DOEHtER 

Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. M9.rine Corps 
Executive Officer 

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to 
Operation Order 1-65 
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. , ESSlflD HEADQ1JA1l'l'BIIS COP7 Tg 1i' of ·iiLopie •• 
TAS P'OROK DELTA HQ, ORCE TA .. 

3d Marine Divi.ion (-). FMF DANANG,RVN 
,28 Dec_ber 1965 
Serial No: 00176 

'NIl: CoaaIanding General, Tau Force Delta 
To: Commander, U.· S. MUita17 Asshtance C01IIIII&nd Vietna (A.ttn: J)21) , 

!PO U. S~ Foroe. 96243 
Via: (1) croaa..ne1ing Genere.a., 3d Mame DiVi.ion, FMF 

(2) Commanding General, tIl MAr 

Subj: After Action Report, Operation HARVEST MOON 

Ref: (a> MACV Directive 335-8't, dtd 1 Jul 65 

Enel: (1) Artiller,y 
(2) Intelligence 
(3) Air Support 
(4) Communications 
(5) P5.1chological Warfare 
(6) Administrative Matters {Net 'MC-\uU) 
(7) Daily Operation Overl~ , 
(8) Letter from Citizens of Que Son ' 

1. NAME 9F THE OPERA'l'!ON. Operation HARVES'l MOqN, was a search, fix, and 
de.tro7 "operation-In coordination and conjunction with el_ant. of the 2d 
Division, I Corps, ARVN, in the QUE S(Jf - VIET .(N - HIII' DUC Valley cOlIlplex, 

2. DATE OF OFERATION. 08)6OQ{ to 202130H Dec_ber 1965. 

J. LOCATION.. The QUE SON - VIET AN - HIEP. DUC Valley c~p1ex in QUANG 
NAM and QUANG TIN Provineeetletween the DA lANG and CflULAI. ~c1a'V"el 
encompassed by grid coordinate.B'!' 100'].0 ,-BT 960390 •. BT.870290 J BT' <100250 , 
BT 040210, BT 2Ei>250; AMS Ser1e.1.701 1:50,000 She8te 6657 I &{ld IV, 6658 
II and III. ., 

4.' . COOfAND H:!W9UARTEM.HeadqUArters, 'falk Porc, Delta. 

5. RBPOJq1NG OFFICER. 'Brigad1el" General' J. M. PLA'M', Gaamanding Gene~l; 
Task Force Delta. 

6. TASK ORGANIZATION. 

Commander Task Force Delta. 

LJ£LLkSSII iw IlflER 12 YEARS 

DOD D1R 5200.10 .. 

MACV S 00 

Srig Gen HENDERSON . 
S Dec - 10 Dec 

Brig Gan PLA'l'l' 
10 Dec - 20 Dec 



DECLASSIFIED 

Composite Ooma Plt 
Det Hqe Co, Hqe Bn 
Plat MP Co, Hqs Bn 

2(i Bn, 7th Marines (-) Rein 

Co H, 2d ~nil 9th Karinea (13.l9D~) 
2d Plat, Co C, 3d Eng!" 'Btl I 

HST, Co A, )d SP Bn 

3d Bn. 3d Marines ~-d Rein 
Co til 3d Bn, '3 arInes 
Co I, 2d Bn, 9th Marines 
Co G, 2d 8n, 4th Marines (15 .. 19080) 
Co G, 2d Bn, 9th Marine. 
4th Plat, Co C, 3d Engr Bn, 
HST, Co ~, 3d SP Bn 

BLI2/1. (Special Landing Force) 
; 

Provisional Arty Bn. 
Det Hq Btl7', ~th Marines 

Bt17 A, 1st Bn, Uth Marines 
Btr,y F, 2d Bn,'12th Marin •• 
Btrr L:,. 4th Bn;, 12th Mari~ •• 
Btr,y M, 4th Bn, 11th Mariri'. 

Co C (-) l! 3d Recon Bn 

COIIl}?OSU,Co (-l, 3d 1ry1Jl", ~, 

Loestlc s~ort Unit . ,. , ' 
" . lCo { - " 3d' Shot-tiparf,1 Bn 

.. Det, Aao Co, rtsu· ' 
Det, Ration Co,. FLSU . 
Det, Eon, FLSU .' . ' 
Clearing Plat (-) (Rein), 3d Med Bn 
Det, 3d Engr Bn ' 
net, 1st Bridge Plat, 7th Ingr Bn 
Det, MASS 36, MAG 36 (TAPDS) 

3d MT' Bn (Rein) 

Co H, 2d Bn, 9th Marines (12 Dec security LSU) 

Ho D, 1st Bn, 3d Marines 

00 0'., 1st Bn, let Marines 

Plat, Mortar Bt!lL 1st Bn, 12th Marines· 

Plat. Mortar Btl1. 1st Bna 11th Marines 

2 
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LtCol U'I"l'ER 

LtCol DORm In 

LtCol HANIFIN 

LtC.l SNYDER 

Capt REVEIJ, 

. Oapt 0 'v.00HtIN 
Jlaj BERS'l'EAD 

Maj BAQR 

~ptGOlOOEY 

Capt SPENCE 

Capt H'ILLtR 

. . 
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7 • SUPPORTING FORCES'. 

a. 1st Bn, 7th Marinesj convoy secw-ity trem Chu Lai enclave. 

b. Marin. Air. 

(l) MAG 16 
VHo- 2 
HMM - )61 
HMM- 26) 
HMM - 161 

(2), MAG 12 
VHA - 22l.. 
VHI - 223 
VMl - 214 
VMA - 211 

(:3) MAG )6 
VMO - 6 
HMM .. )62 
HMK - 364 
HMK - 363 

(4) MAG'11 
VHFA - 323 
VHF! - 115 
VMCJ - 1 

(5) HMM 261, Special Landing '}Porce 
VMGR 152 

c. USAP 
(1) Strategic Air OOanand (B-52 strikes) 

(2) 4th Air COJIIII&ndo (nar. plan •• ) 

d. A.rm:t Air Unite 
let cay Div (H~.-lirt ot downed R-34) 

e. Regional Forees 

2d Recon Co, 529th, ARVN 
RF Co, QUB SON 
RF Go, THIEJi PHYOC 

8. INTELLIGENCE. See Inclosure (2). 

9. MISSICIf.. COIIII1tmcing D..I)&1 Taak rorce Delta in ca.rdination with 
participatIng ARVN torces tix and destr01' organised va el_ent. in the, QUI ' 

,SON - VIET AN - "rEP DUC ValIer ,o~lex. Th. oPeN,tien wall essentlall7 '. 
spolling' attaok to prevent, the Vi.tCong t'~"their a.nnounced objec;tivt!!l 'of 

"'. 
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. e 
capturing QUI SON. ..Th. oJl)erat1ou.-.a &laG. ,'ct." ••• elJ.ai.n&W va foro •• that haTe 
isolated the ARVN' outpost at VIET -AN, ,,.I'IIi"iDs·.m.to""t&bl~sh line. ot 
cOIIIIlun1ca t ione. 

10. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS. 
I 

a. 'G.-lefIl. Task Force Delta..conaietiag of th1we lIaJoiM intantl'J 
Battalions,inoluding BLT 2/l.,tAe.1nlutl'f·, ___ t,ot. the Special; Landing 
Force, 7th Fleet (SLF)gancloth .... apporUAS. 34J1HDi.y .. ti ...... ~,1h coordi­
nation with an ARVN RegiJIent." OOIl4!haoteci athN"'.~ ',HaNhaM deltro1 
operation in the QUE SON - VIET AN - HIEP DUa Vall., complex. Marine logis­
tic support wal staged tram a combat established logistic support ar. in the 
ticin1ty of HUONG XUAN. 

b. Definition ot Stages. 

(1) Stage Ie Period D-l and D-Day, D-1 ARVN forces Qonducted search 
and clear mission In the vi'cinity of THANG BINHo . On D-Day ARVN foroes _ 
crossed 1,0 at 0500 H and proceeded generall1 southweet along R.oute 35 to • 
vincinity Phase Line t. Btr,y M, 4th Bn, Uth Karin •• , with ~ne nne platoon 
fl'Olll 2/7, moved by motor march tran CHU LAl enclave to vlcinltif of tHANa 
BINH to provide artil1eI7 fire support for ARVN toree. in vioinit7 of Phase 
LineB o 2d Bn, 7th Marines motor marched tl'Qlll eMU LA! to Ticinit7 TAM ta. 

(2) Stage II. Period D+1 to D+10. ARVN forces were to e.tablish and 
maintain contact with eneDl1' force. 2d Bn, 7th Marines was to be helo-lilted on 
D+1 to vicinity Objective 1, seize objective and then be prepared to move out 
to seek and destroy the enemy &s ordered. On 0+1 all other e1ementel of 
task torce except the SLF were to mO'i e from D1 NANG enclave to either the 
THANG BINH or QUE SON complex. Btry H, 4th Bn, llth Marines was to continue 
to support tram position at THANG BINH. 3d Bn, 3d Marines and SLF were to 
be prepared for immediate cOlllll1ment to objective arM on order. Logistic 
Support Unit supported this force trca 0+1 to 0+10 tl'.- LM. Yicinitl HUONG 
mAN. Force Command Group, Prov Arty Bn (-), Rec~m Cd. (-) bases at· QUE roN 
on lllt-lo No .. jor displacement or this element, w1ththe exception or the -
Reconnaissance Co (-), was coatcmplated prior to 0+10. • 

(3) Stage III. 0.11 to 0+12. All elt!lllents ot Task Force Delta 
withdraw by helO/toot/motor march to their respective en~laves. LSi 
transfers surplus supplies to FLSG control in enclave. Operation HARVES'l 
MOON was scheduled to terminate on Dlt-12. 

11. E:P;CUTION.. 

a. During the tirst f_ days of December the G-.2 Section, 3d Marine 
Division developed intormation that indicated the presence ottha 1st Viet 
Cong Regiment in the QUE SON :.. VIET AN -HIP DUa Vall.,. c0lllp1ex. On 
4 December the CODllD9.nding G.-lere.l III HAl"' .et with the COIIIII&rlding ~er&l 
I Corps; both concurred in the intelligence 1ncU.cations and ~he riee.siit, 
to launch a sizeable attack in that area to de.tro1, disrupt~ and impede 
whatever progre8s had been made by the 1st Viet Cong Regiment in establish­
ing an area of opera tiona. 

b. The following day Talk Force Delta was fol'lleci. The _jor el_ants 

4 UNCLMlJlfD 
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coneilt6Cl ot tht 2d Battali,on, 7th Karin •• , th. 34 Ba~talion, 34 Marin •• 
who had been alerted and preciee1gnatecl reI' .uch op!lst,ionl by 3d Martn. 
Division contingency plans. A proYi:dcna1. arUlli17 battalion val formed. 
t!'Ollelements of the 11th Marinell and ,the Ut.h Kariu... AdditiOll&ll.1', plane 
called tor the emplo,.ent of M.T '2/1, epecial Landing l'orce, (8LP') to p&nic1-
pate 1.8 Ta.k Force Delta's rese1"Y.. Loglltic ;IUpport va. to be pl'OTidfd by a 
Logistic. Support Unit to be established in the obj~tiTe area. 

c. The Task P'orce Delta stat~ 'ft. tam.ed '. S llacaabel' t~ pel"lOMe1. 
within the 3d Marine Division. 'ttlaminl CDJllDncecl on .5 nec_el' 1n -oonjuno­
tion with the 2d Divieion, I COl"P" ARVI. On 7 'Dec_ber panl and orders 
were caapleted and iseued. . 

d. Qperations D...D!la 8 December. 

(1) TaskForce Delta C01IIIIl8l'lCed. apI_1"&U.lrA1IVI!! HOIlI Vhe2cl 
Battalion, -7th Marine. departed OHU W ClClaYII at ·O'~ Tia lIotOl" arch and 
closed. assembly area vicinity TAX 'XY13T3025 at 0815)OR.The battalion 
established defensive positions.and prlP&red~or.hel14opt.r lift into 
objectiTe area on order. Bt1'7 H, 4th Bat:talJOD" 11th J(&rinea depu1.ed DAIAIG 
enclave al planned and was positioned (,STl6U) tor &~tion b]' OSl44SH. No· . 
contact was establbhed. 'l'he 5th ARVW Regiment: conlilting ot the let Bat­
talion 5th Regiment and the lltb~r B.at.tali'"a acha.nc.ed .. aouf,lIweat on an 
axil parallel to and south or the SCfiG LY LY. ~t~Bl)" at nc1nity (t! 09)4) 
t,he 11th Rangers CUle under heavy !ir. froll an 8et1a1)edVO Battalion. The 
Rangers withdrew to vicinity ('aT U3;) and were reinforced in the lat. atter­
noon by the 1st Battalion, 6th Regiment, ARVlf t1'8nsported by Marine hel\copterll 
frClll TAX KY. At 1600H 11th Rangers had roorganized and were in, ~8itio. with 
1st Battalion» 6th R'egiment, ARVN. . , . 

e. Operations D+lp 2 Decembero 

(1) On DHII 9 December-p 2d Battalion, 7th)farines helolUted tl'Clll 
vicinitT TAX ICY .to BT 016318 to threaten the flank ,and rear ot unite that 
made contact with the 5th ARVJ( Regiment on D-ll..,. The lift Wa8cOIlpleted . 
at 1335H. By 1755H t.he Battalion C.P. Group,G~e8 E and H hAd a~nced 
through objective A, BT 0)0315, and had secured, objective B, BT 050)15. 
Cap ... ., G and' followed in trace trca the landing zone. B1' da~ess D+l 
Cc:apaniel G and F occupied and detended objective A .whUe Coatpaniee • and· 
H held objective B.· 

(2) The 3d ~ttalion, 3dMal"ineaco_encedthelr ·motor ... reh trcll 
the DA NANG enclave at 0500. Lead el_ente arrived. in 'the.tSA: Yicinit.T 
HUOOG XUAN at 10300. At 1400II the battalion helo1ifted to 8! 144306 to 
reinforce the 1st Battalion, 5th . Regiment, ARVN some 2,500 .eters to the 
northwest. At 1500H the battalion with COIIIpNtf'Y Land 2 platoons ot E 
advanced toward HUl 43 'B'I' 122321. At lS30H CompaDl L moving norlhveat 
made contact. Movement continued. At 164511 the battalion turned t.oO 
move toward HUl 43. At 1700 the battalion came under h_Y1 tiretNi an 
8Stimated 200 Viet Oong supported by lIO~rl and machine gun,.. The tintight 
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OR_IFIll' 
la.tea until l8JOH. Period.ic 8lIIb.ll armll tire continued until 2OJOH. Night 
dereneive positions were established in the vic1m.t)r ot B'!' 122J16. COJIpaD1' 
Q and one platoon ot E established ni6ht deteneiv~ positions on Hill 43 
BT 122321. 

(J) Initial ua.{te ot the ISU arrived at HUONG IUJ.N ud cClllJDenced 
operations or logistic support ot Task Force Dfltao 

(4) Task. Force Delta cOJllJll8.lld group IB- helolltted trca D.l !WIG to 
HUONG XUAN to QUE SON BT 042347. BT Dddmotcdng' contact had been established 
with the pr1ncl~ elements ot the Task FOrMo TbeOolRUld Group ·C· 
prooeeded to HUONG XUAN by aotoS' march with the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines 
and joined the command group at QUE SON in midattemoon att.r being belolitt.d 
trom HUONG XUAJi. Bm' 2/1 (SIJ') va8 alerted. and pe1'lli.slon reoeind to oc:amit 
two oompanies and the oommand group ot BLT 2/1 in' eupport ot Ta.k lore. Delta 
operation., ashore. The two remaining companies were not available but ¥ere to 
be landed upon arrival in the Objeotive Areao 

r. Operations P+2 Q 10 DtotJllboro 

(1) lt 0945H Company F (-) p BLT 2/1 aDd element. ot CoIIImand Group l,l. 
were beloUrt.d to BT 071293 and cae under heav,y' au.l1 aru and .oriar rire. 
The rema1 131 ng element. of COIDpaD1 F and CoilpallJ G Wft landed via heUcopter 
from the USB ValI.1 Forge at BT 0673040 Campa.Ilr G."BU. 2/1, and CcmpaD1 Xp 
2d BattalioDp 7th Marine. cOftred the vi thdraval ot C.-paDJ r (~) from the 
initial landing zone. Bf 1900H .nemy contaat val bl'OkeJ1q Ocap-.n1e. rand 
Gj Bm' 2/l j and Cc.pany 11'/ 2d Battal10np 7th MariDe. had aouoUdated into 
a battaUon per1Mter det.nse trom coo.rd.inat.s BT 076302 to BT 079302 by llD300Ho 

. (2) The 2d Battal1on9 7th Marine. oontinued their advanc. trom obj.o-
tives ~ and B to objeetiv. C BT 082325q During the ad .. nc. the battalion met 
light resistance oAt approximatel1 l5lSH Co E jWlotU"~ vi thCo F, BtT 
'2/1, and commenced a coordinated attack on VietCong .lements in the v~cinlt1' . 

'. of',B'!' 0782920 .At .l610H Company H had •• cured ObjeCtive C~ Atl~'~a, th.... " . 
battalion-oowand group and Oompanies r ~G vere (:IXJ Ileters trom. Objeot1v. . .. 
C8nd clQl'8d shortly thereanero ... 

(.3) lt 0645H ,3d BattalioDSl .3d Me.rines crosaed the ~ in their atiTanc, 
to Hill 4.3, BT 1233210. At 1.300 the battalion had seoured Rill 43 ud had 
.stablished derensive positions thono .t 1400H the battalion vas ordered 
to Objective 0 to juncture with the 2d BattalloD.p 7th Marl.,o By lS)SH the 
battalion vas looated at r1f 095330 proceeding toward. Obj.ot1 .... Ct B1' 1730H 
the battalion had closed Objective C and had •• tabUshed night def ... lv. po.itiona 
1n conjUnotion with elements of 2d Battalionp 7th KariDelo 

(4) Company C (~), .3d ReoomW.18ance Battalion am ... ed il1 QUE SON 
the evening ot the· 9th. On 10 Decaber the CoapaD7 patrolled apPl"OxiDlatelT 
2,500 meters 80uth or QUE SON and reoeived occasional eaa1l ar.aa tire during 
the patrol. 

(5) The ISU beoame tully operat1onaland provided logistic Iupport 
via helicopter tor the elements or the Taek Forceo 

6 
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UJtUSSIFIED 
(6) Caapan1.. E and H, BIJr 2/1 oonduot.d aD at •• tr&lllt.r t1'Cll1l ,the tJ88 

Montro •• to the tES Val1'1 'orge i. 'p~pa1'&tion torhelolltt hto the ob3.oti.,.. 
area on 11 D.cembero ' 

g. 'BratioN P±3. a P'cgbero 

(1) BLT 2/1 prepared to reo.1". ~;'I' Qa'i tor a pl.aJmtd adT., • 
• outho Ocwq>D3 •• E and H vere llfted 1nto T1011l1t7 BT 0930 tr. USS Tal_ 
Forgeo BLT 2/1p atter amval ot Compani.s I and H, oOllUno.d thlil' adTadoe 
~ b1 1800B th. unit. dilpo.1t1,on. wre; Cc.pW •• I aD4 Cl oOl1.o11c1atecl 
hca BT 085285, to BT 087285, CaapaD1' , 1ft' 082287, bpaB1' H BT 0752960 !he .m had .. t Ught to moderate V1et Cong rel1et8,JJoi ~ , 

(2) At appromatel;y 06JdI' 24 BattalloJap ?tb Maru •• abano.d tl'OIl 
Objective C with ,Compani •• Ep GlI and H to tbe .o"irth'to 11B-UP with 
Coapan1es E and G ot BLT 2/10 At appron.at.:q'l00(»1 the oYer land 3unctun 
vas accomplish.d in the vicinity B' 091,010 1aIp-., P, aDd 8l.a aortare aDd 
106 r.col1.s8 rlt1.8. 'vere helolitt.d trom Objeotiy, B to Obj.cti" C. 
The Battalion thin advanc.d Compav H.outh In an assault ot Hill 407, BT: 'i .• ' 

O~ U18",H' :t.l.actJ.q .1 ....... "&,, ~ tbe WJ .t.~HS.U;-""'. ;. ,!he ,:, ~' 
OOJIPUI' .1O •• d .bortlF·; tiaeriitteraed o ... ol1_'t~~ .tor the night. OCllllpani •• 
E and G with the Battalion CP wre dbpo .. d in a per1JJet.r deteue tor 
the night at BT 067302 to B'l' 068302 to B! 064299 to B'f 064304. Oo.paDT'" 
and Slmm mortars and 106 recoilless rinea reilained on Objeotive 0 in ooor­
dinated d.rens. with 3d BattalionI' 3d Mar1n ••• 

(3) The 3d Battallon j 3d Marine. oOClq)1ed ObjeOtive C &Dd'Pat~llea 
1900 - 2000 meters to the west and l j OOO .ten to, '"- .ut. inext.n.i.,.e ... 

, 'J;unne1 and cave system was tound invicirr4tyObj.oti .... 0, .BT 076323 @d BT 
083325., The 81stem included areas large are .. 14rgfll enOUgh ,to house ,75 ' 
people and included cooking and vedtilatiora v __ ~!rhese oa.,... vert I.arched 
),n d.tail and destl'01ed.' 

(4) Tbe Task Fore. CP continu.d to operate rrc. QUI SOlo TPQ ail' 
atrik.s by Marine aircraft were planned and conducted during t~ night 011 

target.; BT 098275, BT l06275~ BT 104270» BT 125280j' B'l' 135280; 'BT 0822270 
Target. 1Mre susp.cted ursembl1' and storage areu ll and unit looatiollllo 

ho Operatiops D+ftg 12 D!cMbt1o 

(1) At 1900H BL! 2/1 commenced advance southwest through grid 
squares BT 0828 and 0927& A defensive position vicinity B'l' 113277 to 
BT 106272 vas eatablished that evening. 

(2) Previous plana to heloUft the 2d Battalion, 7th Marin •• ".re cancelled due to bad weather in the battalion. location. At 1335H the 
~.aion vas modified and tbe battalion direct.d ~,~CC1lp1 an .na TiciDi ~7 
or BT 045292, Hill 1060 Comp~ F mov,d traa Objective 0 and joined the Bat­
tallon at lSSOH. The battallon ~oed overland 1n tactical column to till~ . .I-'!6J 
the l.ading element. arriving at l7J5H. The r.mail11nB ele.entl closing at 18)OH. 
Night det'Dsive pos1tiol18 were established tor Caapani •• Ij .,.~ and G in the 
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U~5Z91. Tho bat,allOD CP ... 100ato4 at Il1i 047:194. ~ II ~ • 

wned at Hill JIJ7, B~ 077276. 

(3) At 120730H the tint ot an enntual ,.1'1 •• ot tour 8-52 • trike , 
ooourred. Thie strike hit a reported VC bqe area in the v&lle, 5E ., Hill 330 
(BT 0925 .. 1227-1326»1124) 0 Oonlidered notewo'rthT in this strike was the t1a1aa 
and ooverap. Immediately after the tint strik., three adcl1tional str.Uce. nre 
planned by G-3 USHlCV and OG Taak Force Delta baled on current intelligence. 
Durinc thi. planning~ CG 'l'FD wal Intol'med that 1000 .eten vas the detlection: 
,aret, di.tance for friendlY troops. ' 

(4) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marinel were helol1fted fro. vioinity ObJeot!ve 
C oommencing approximately 0900H to lending Z~M BT 14'285 with t» ... iped mi.­
~ion ot .. earching and destroying to the -.uth' in the valley BT 1328 and B1' ~2S 
and to provide damage surveillance ot the B ... 52 SAC .tr1D conduct.d between 0?05H 
and 0730H Wee_hero At 1OO5H the leadug elnent. had arrind and .ecured the 
landing zone ncildty BT 1452850 The Hma1n:1ag element, were all landed by 1015H., 
At approxiaatelT lU5H Companie.L and G advanc.d on either side otthe Tall.y~ At .... 
. l.4OOH COlllp~ L had secured Hill 100 B'1' 1228. Ccapany G o .. e UDder heaYJ ....n ., 
anu and -.onar tire at the bue ot Hill 180 BT 13270 Air and artiller;r strikes 
w.re oalled in .support but Company G could not adTan~edu. to &1tlQJtorctable r1ft!'. 
The Coapany retracted ed helol1fted to· Hill 180 oomaencing 165080 ' Th. 11n ... 
,uppQrtedby' air preparation ot .the hill and completed at 172~B. ~ the atter­
noon the 2d .Reoonnul8ance CClIIIpanyj 529th ARYl, jlDlctured with tbe Battalion. ud 
conducted patrols and estabUshed outposts to the south and east. B7 darkne •• 
Companies L.and G e.tablished defensive positiohS on Hille 100 and 180 respeotiT-
e~, the remaining units established defensive positions in conjunction with the 
Battalion cp. 

10 QRtratUBI pijg 13 ~Qt¢tp1btro 

(1) At .pproximate~ 130~OH a message was reoeiTed tram 3dMarDiv with 
information that the B-52 strike requested tor that dq would oocur at BT 0623-
0625..()925-092). The _ssage alao directed that no friendly t1'Oo.})s be within 
)000 _ten of the strike zonea This necessitated the withdrawU .. t all triend. 
ly troops to the north of grid line 28 and postponement ot a planned helicopt.r 
lift of a mortar platoon and troops to the top of hill 4070 The withdrawal_t 
troop.. was completed b,y approximately OSl5H. 

(2) At l30440H, 2/1 was ordered to withdraw to north ot grid line 28 
beoause of the soheduled B .... 52 str1k'a At 1015H the BLT was ordered to continue 
their search aDd d.stroy miaeion to the south ed to adYane. oomeneing 13001f. 
By 1800B the BLT vas dilpoeed from B'I' 100267 to BT 109273. There had been no 
enemy contact except that CoaPIlll7 H had appre:Mnded eight (8) Viet Cong Gres­
sed u women on Hill )30 Sf ill70 The BLT bad adyanced slowly over rough 
terrain across a 2~OOO •• tar trG»ta 

(3) At mOB 2d Battallong 7th Marine. conducted a hel1borne usault 
troa BT 043291 to s.cure Hill 185 BT 0228 0 Compan;yB, earq D+; vu lIOye4 
north ot east-west grid liDe 28 in preparation tor B-S2 ,trike. .At 1015B 
Company H comunced movement to Hill ~7 Bt 0727 to •• cure pol! tioD for one 
platoon ot 4.2 aortar. dted tor tire support ot o,.rati0ll8 farther to IOutl:l 
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'i~I'h!tt man. At appro:d:m&.teq 1420H the battalion va. di.po.ecl froa B! 
029288 to B! 03128) with Ooapany I at BT 029288 prepared to a4Tance to Bill 185. 
Coapanz H, 2d BattaliO", 9th Marine' DOV attached to the battalion rem.a1llOcl at 
p1"tTloue nightS, battalion CP leoatloa9Pf.pared to re1ntoroeo At 16108 the 'bat­
talleD was ordend to advanc. l'Outh to VIET All BT0226. At 1940H the lead ele­
ment, reached VIET illl tM remaining element. olo.ed·" iihcrt17 theN after ancl 
e.tabU-.bed detenliTe podtionso The Battalion .. t light. rea1.tance duriDg the 
d~. 

(4) Th. 3d Battallonv 3d Maline. oontinued the .taroh ot the Talle7 and 
t~ entrance to t~ valley 0 Many oave. wre tound. throughout the valle7 arel. 
At BT 127277 eave. wera toUl'ld eonta1n1'Jlg _tw~,: ... t'i;and .. dieal .upplle •• 
At 1700H tbe battalion looated eave. oontaining .ewing .Ichiae., large quantlt.1e. 
of medical suppli ... , lArge quantities ot unitol'm material, tla.h llght batten •• , 
ball point pens, and documentso At darlme •• the search endect, unit, e.tlbll.hed 
positions forth. night. The battalion CP vas looated at Hill 100 BT 129286. 

j 0 Operation' Pt6!l .14 December 0 

(1) BIll' 2/1 continued their advance south0'f8r Bill 370 B! 0926 toward 
TRUNG LAM tH in vicinity BT 09250 TJ. battallOD receiTed ccollional III\all Ina. 
tiN. Ixtreme4 rough terrain nec ... i t&ted cuttinc throUCh ae... JUDC~ grovth. 
at 1830H the BL! e.tablished a perimeter deten.e in vioinity Br 074240. TJ. bat­
talion was directed to provide demale surveillance ot the B-52 .trike lODe 1. ita 
area ot operatiOns, but because ot rough terrainjl bad wather, &Del t1:ae l1a1tation. 
wall able to search onl¥ the east quarter of the strike ",one during thia and the 
Dext dq. 

(2) 'l'~ 2d Battalions> 7th Marine. executed a hellborne .. sault to the 
high ground vicinity BT (02) in an efflOrt ~o block along a reported Viet CoDI 
terr:! sit. on the SONG CHANGo At 1125H ta. battalion reported no tire from the 
landing zone p however, helicopters w.re ~e.iT1ns 50 Cal KG tire from vicinity 
ot AT 9942220 Air and Slmm mortars were directed at the MG locatioD with excellent 
reaults. At 1430B the tront line positions were Nported trom AT 999233 to BT 
002223. At 1440H a mortar platoon of 1/12 vas laid and ready to tire at BT 9992.32. 
The battalion di.patebed o~ unit to seoure the tlrr"cro •• lng at the IUlpeoted 
location A'l 9932210 The b&ttalion CP with Company r' and Company H, 2d Battalion 
9th Marines oODSolldated and det.nded tor the Digbt at BT 000232, Comp~ G 
established detensive positione at BT 002232. 

(3) The 3d Battalion,!) 3d Marinel1 continued the dance through the TIlle7 
to the southwest. Again found m&n1 cave' 9 and locatea an abandoned guerrilla 
bas. camp at BT 1332740 From BT 131274 to BT 13126, the battalion tound .urgioal 
unitOl'm!v ID card. and 'bandage. o At B'l' 129270 toUlld lJOO lb. ot riceo Additlonalq 
large quantities ot ealtv ga80llne and 3 .eving maohine. weN tOUBd. At B'1' 119265 
in the area hit by' B-52u8 v the battalion tound 12 bodies vith cartridge belts, gren­
ad •• and a Russian carbineo At 1554 the battalion had .earched to BT 115253. 

ko Ootrf,tloPl P+78 15 DeOtllbtro 

(1) Bt:l' 2/1 continued searCih and destroy operation.o P1atoon patrols 
searched in the following areas: CompaDJ I, BT 0624) COIIpaq G, B'l' 0623. Ctapa.Dy II, 
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Btt 072.3. Th6 patrol .. enoount.red JWl1 tttnn61. and 060u10D&1 Vi.t CODI .u.,eot. 1. e 
oav... B1 eveDing the BLT had consolidated tor the night in the tollovlDg pOlition.) 
CoaPI.D1 I, troa BT 066242 to BT 06924J~ Coap~ lD tl"OI'lBT 06'9243 to ST 069238, Coa­
pan1 a, troll DT 0692)8 to BT 0662.37s ComPI.D1 HD tree. BT 0062.37 to BT 066242. 

(2) The 2d BattalioDv 7th Marine. naained in the terq e1te area and 0011-
ducted patrol. in and U6_ that areao Oomp&DJ r patrolled in aa ana A! 98~227 
to .A., 986230 aouthwet to grid line 23 aDd .outh to the rivero OcmP&l\Y' H, 24 
Batta11on, 9th Marinel pat:roU.d from the r1,"1" B! 0OO2JS to BT 000227 to B'J.' 024220 
and .outh to the nortb.!'D .d,. of the SONG CHUG an« IlOrthvelt along the ri .... l'o 
COIll~ H rejoined the battalion at 1330B and remained with the battalion and 
Company G at BT 024220.. At 16.30H the rerrr Bite "u leoated at J.T 99'221 b1 C.PaD7 
, who diepo.ed to ~cuP1 and control the 8it. o D1 darknf •• Oo.panie. 1 and H, 2d 
Battalion, 9th Karine. had e.tablished derenlive pOlinon. 1n conjunction 111 th 
their CPa loeated at AT 996219 and B'l' 003218 re.pe~l"e17 0 TM rtUia1n, Coapuie. 
eatablished night dareneh .. podtlO!l1IB 1n conjUDl5t1 •• with tAt b ... ttaliOB CP at BT 
0012)2. ". , 

() The )d Battalion, 3d Marines ~ontinued their •• arch or PHUOC HA tit 
vall_,.. area rinding 88.,.eI'&1 weapons including three !SHG v.' and one BAR &ad tour 
dead at B'l' 14.3280.. .At 1100H Ilhort17 after t1ll4bi the abon weapona &ad bodi .. 
the battalion. made contact at BT l4428) with the ... ~ who eaplo7'd 60JIIIIl and 8_ 
lIortars. Shortl,y thereatteX'1l llJ.4Hv COIlPI.lq G ","i .. 4 small aru fire ln tM 
viciJli't7 BT 145279.. Artillery fire va. direl,!ltea' qainst tbe area and a platoon 
dispatched to 8eaY'"~h the areao The ti~ wail t.ll.'evecl'tO 'be diversioDal'1 to 
detraot trom tbe lIearob area where _apoM were toundo it 1330H B'f l42289 Coap&II7 
G round one cloth pul.10V'er gu masko At l~OOH COJIPdY Up 2d Battalion, 4tb Marines 
ar1'1ved at tb. battalion CP and ~ame 'under OPCOI' ot" tbe 3d Battal1oD~ 3d Kari ... o 
Additlonall1 the battalion tOUQd large quantities ot ric. v risb oil, and 5,000 
•• ~er. or communications wino BT darknel8 the battalion e.'.'bll~hed det ... i" 
poaitlonlo ' 

1.. P:t§ 9 ~RJ2.tqJJlbero 

(1) At 0850H &. BIn.' 2/1 CiolltiDuedt1»1, ·1.~Jl.,.,.~t!Ne_Wt.on, a 
3d Marines, they received .porad1~ 1JlD8.11 aDl~ fire tro. eoo~ie...-m 093m •. , . .;. .. 
it 1l30H the battalion made and maintained contac~ at Df 110240 witb an e.t1mated 
40 to 50 Vi.t Cong. By mida.tternoon the Viet Oong C~~ brob eontaot and with-
dnvo By" evening the battalion established derena~'" po81tiODll .. tollow; Cca-
pany Eg B!l' 105239 to BT 1082J9li Company up D1' lO~2)9 to ST 104236; CoapU7 H, BT 
,107'326 to BT 1OO239y th6 battallon CP was located ft M' l07~30o 

(2) At 0730H trJi6 2d Battalion!) 7th Marllle. departed the terI7 site to 
oonduct .earch and to>lear operatiou to the euto Svoll..n .t1'U!U oaueed bY' the 
oontinuous heavy rains slowd the tactioal colUJIID throughout the d..,o At B! 
0.39210 the battalion tOUDd what appear.d to 1>. a fl.t PODg stagiDg anao ODe ot 
thil buildings at the ait. contained JDaD1' blocM\ ItU" and:1IIJCI bandage,,, s. .. ral 
cave. wen tound 1n tbe areao Theo battalion latablhbed detlDeift peJlleter 
pOll! tiona 1n the vicinity BT 0682110'> , . 

• '.~~ 1 

, (3) 3d Battallonv 3d Marines conti_a. their .earcb of the .,SUOC 'RA . 
ValleY' area. During the morning OOlRPaD7. Gp 2d Battaliollp 4th Mari ... loo,.tedten 
tona or rice at BT 1282940 At 1015H Ccapu;y ¥ at BT W2n and CcapalQ" Gg 24 Sat-' 
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tallon, 4th Marine. at BT 117257 weN alel"tld IJld prepared to JIOt'e .outh to bl~ak 
, or attack those Viet Cong unit. 1n oontaot with BLr 2/10 , Tbi battalion va8 DOt ... 

plo1"d in a blockiDg rol. and continued their .eareho Add1tioJlal. ea ..... -:re dill­
coft"d at BT 133294 which l!)onta1ned small quatltle."r.-dloal .upp~el. At 
1540Bthe ARVR reoonnai.aance Cc.aP&D1' under OPOOR o~ the bi.t,tal10D dl.cOftre4 a 
ea.. at BT 119258 coD'btalng 25 Viet Cong bo41e. wanDa dart greT unltoral. At 
1700B the battalion e.tablilhed night d.te .. ! ... e politiOns inoonjunot!on with t~ 
battalion CPo 

! 

, (1) On the tIh.ab.e of 16 Deoember Tuk Pore. Pelta 1I1ued orden to the 
th ... e participating battal.l0DI to CODlDl.8lloe .ea!"fjh u.4 clear operatio.. to the 
.... t and northeaat tovareI Hlgbwy 1 tor .v.ntual retraet!oa elroa the area .t 
operations 0 

(2) BLT 2/1 lClommenGed their adVaDCli at 170930Ho At 171230H the lead 
elellents YeN lo~ated at BT 1]J252. At 171334H BLT 2/1 reported their front 
l1nes at BT 126269 with no 8ign1ticant OCO\l1"ftDC.' o At ~'15050H the BLT re~rted 
thAt theT vere closing OD Hill l80 BT 1327 and bad reo.lved oGculonal 1III&ll' 
a1'lUJ tire during the .eve h>oa BT 1252690 At l72000B th6 Bt:r detended t1'OJl the 
tollowing position8 S C01DpaDiY II) BT 13327' to B'l' 135276; Coa~ Iv B'l' 131276r to 
BT 1342'7S; CampalV' HD BT 134278 to B! 1352790 At l.80945B the Bm-: adT&IlOed troa 
their night p08itionB e At lSl.)20H the forward .l .. nt" ot the BLT had reacbed the 
riYal' .t BT 183304.. The l'iv.r was 8wollen and iIlpuaable requiring • helol1tto 1t 
181800 the helo-tu'ry-llrt was cClIDpleted and unit dllpolitiODa tor the night werea 
Company E9 BT 187)05 to BT 187302j; Company Of) BT190.304 to BT 18730'B Ooap&a1 If, Bt 
187303 to BT 1903040 The BU' CP vas lotsated at B1' 1893080 On tbe 19th the BI: oon­
tinued their movement and ~lc86d at L and M Batter,y positions BT 2331 duriag the 
afternoon; by dark all BLT UIrlt. weN helolifted to the SUi' tor dep101Jlen\ and 
future relief ot uni.ts at the PHU BAI et!.olawo 

(3) At 170855H the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines ,'Oc;)ntlnued to .earch and 
clear to the eaato At 170959H the battalion reported their leadlDg elements at 
BT 0962130 By 1711l4H the battalion reported their lead element at BT 1102180 

The battalion continued their movement e&lt reporting thei*, lead element at BT 
1)b218 at 1712l7Ho At 17lZ;QH the battalion reo.iT.d-long range ... 11 ar.a& tire 
in the vidnity ot BT 133219 to BT 1292190 At 1714,OB tbe battalion reported ita 
lead el_ante at BT 144219 .. At 17l810H the battalion lead elements halted tor the 
dlY and established Bight positions ot CoaP&1Il-1 and Coapany HI) 24 Battalion, 9th 
Marines at BT 1642220 Coap~ GI) upon ololiq' •• tabll.bed tha"r dete .. i ... po.l­
tioDl to the eut and in conjunotion with CoIlpa.D;r 0 and H detenli ... e pOliiiouo l' 
l80800H the battalion C))ontlnued it. JIlOTellLlllt to the easto At 18lQOSH the lead 
e.ant. wre reported at BT 2~227 0 At 18100911 tlae batt.uOI1 n.1ted their abance 
to: fIelou..evao medical caeualt1ee and equipement tl'OJll B! 1772190 The fd:n.l1ce coa .. 
tiptied atter the 11ft and at 18130.3H the lead elamonta of the tactical. col ... were 
lo~ated at BT 225228.. At 181330H the battalion, reported leaci eleMnta; ia •• tact 
with an e.timated Viet Cong patooa at BT 22;223, the platoon va. talcea UDder tire, 
broke contaot and v1.thdrevo . At 1813~B;--tbl Viet Cong attacked the center ot tb4t 
battalion at two locations BT 212224 and at BT 219225 1.n aD atteapt to cut tbt 
tactical colurono In .dd1t10n to small araB tire the Viet Coag .. plo,.d 
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mortars, machine guns, and 5?mm recoll1es. rifle.; their Itrength val 'It1lll.ted 
at .ore than a reintorced oanpany:. The battalion couolidated their politio .. 
in KY PHU BT 2122 while COllpany F flanked the attackiq Vi.t eo.go COIIlpaDJ H, 
2d Battalion, 9th Marines ~ supported by artill.ry p _de their wq tro. the 
rear to reinforce and rejoin the center of to. oolUIIID g The attaok la.ted 
approx1mate~ three hour. after which the remaining Viet Cong el.elleat. vlthdrew. 
The battalion suffered light casualties while the Viet Congl) after tiuJ. count 
the following mornIng, luffered over 100 KIA. By ''VIning the battalion 
established derenaive positions from BT 215226 to BT 218227 to BT 215224 to 
~218225. On the 19th the battalion conduct.d a s.aroh ot the Vi.t Coag positions 
finding a trenoh line and bunker Q8tdo 'Weapons and -IV' b1ood1 bandage. 
found in the bunker syltda indicated numeroul wounded, but not ooUDttd, 
during the previous days battl&o After de.tro,ing the e~ pOlitlonl 
the battalion oontinued their advanc. euto it 191445B the battalion nport.d 
its location at THON HAl BT 2425 and beaded for BT 28022; where they were 
to entruok to stage at TAM II for the motor aaroh b.,ok to the CBO lAI enolave. 
However t, the highway bddge at BT 291240 wu re.~d iapalla'b1e due to 
dlJlage bJ the e.my action and the conwoy could IlOt make the a.a1gned 
ent.ruoJdag area. In order to jUDctur. vi tb the col1V07 a toot bridge vas 
installed at BT 2632530 At 19l750H the last element ot the battalion 
crossed the foot bridge on the1:i way to .ntruell: north ot th. damaged bridge 
BT 29l24Oo Upon reaching the road Company Hp 2d Battaliollll 9th Marin •• 
entruoked and departed tor the lSA whtlre they joined a oonvoy for the DA NANG 
enolave olosing VA NANG late that eveJrl.nso The 2d BattaliOD,!) 7th Marines 
entrueked and a£ter reoeiving and returning small arm8 fire from the village 
of PHOUNG HOi (2) B'!' 2923 departed for the CRO W .nclave 0 

(4) At 170805H the 3d Battallon~ 3d Marin.. commenced their advance 
northeut e Movement vas difficult due to heav;y rains and near impassable 
strelJlllB o At l7L400H Company "E NedVed 811&U ame fire at B'1' 155293" the 
battalion ret.urQ~d fire and plled. armed helicopters killing two (2) Vlet 
Congo The battalion proce.ded tov1dnity BT 179313 vMn thtl It"_ val 

,impusableo HeUcopterBcommenced lifting ~pa.1V" OJ) 2d Battalion, 4th ' 
Marines and the 2d ARVN Reeonna1.8aneeComPaD1'1l 529th9 tree Bt 175314 to 
L Battl17 poe1.tioDl BT 235316. The 11ft began at approx1mately171700H ' .. 
and halted at 171750H due to bad v~ath6f'o DuTing the night Companies E .. 
and G remained with tbe battalion'OP at,Bf ~75'Uvbtl';'t.':two l1,tted 
'companie, remained a.tBa·~tery LU B positionlJo The next Ilorning Companies " ' , 
E 'and G were lwlol1fted to BT 2.35316 vhere they Joined COIIlp&n7 G, 24 
Battalion, 4th Marines entrucked and proc.eded to the IS! BT 15440 The 
battalion was then lifted at approximate17 18l500H, via helicopter to 
DA NANG. The lift was coop1eted at lSl9UOHo 

(~) .At 191350H the Task For~. CP beg .. displaoing to the ISA 
BT 1544 to bett.~ oontrol the retractioB ot all units trom the objlcti~ are~. 

(6) .A.rtl1le17 and other combat lupport aDd logistic unit. co.enced 
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pWa-olIt.i in ~;)llju.netlon with the rlltractioa of iarut17 ua1t.. Suttioi.at 
iatantry .. cur! ty wu provided all lupportt.g UD1 t. during the retract1ea. 
On the 20th the last remaiRiDg security ed logiltio support .leaeats depart­
.d the ISA at 1815H via motor march clcisiag the DA lANG •• clave at 20)OB. 
At approximat.ly the same tilDe Task Foroe Delta CP clos,d the DA WG .nolay •• 

a. PSYCHOLgilCAk-.WARFW c S.. eaoloeure (5). 

120 RESULTS. 

1.0 Gentral~ Moat 11gn1f'1eant results or Operation HARVEST MOOli are the 
severe 10.... iatlicted on a major Viet Coag Command, de8truotioa ot a large 
e~ supplr lastallation, aad the psychologioal impact Oil both the Viet Co., 
torce. and the local populace ot triend~ ottensive operatioll8p coaducted almost 
at willg in all area whioh bad bee •• trongly oontrolled by the Viet Coag. 

b~ Frt6ndly Eqtdpment and Material losieso 

Foroeso 

(1) One H-34 helioopter due to lQeohanical faJl"re. 

(2) 9lI.e UH~lE heUoopter due to ground tireo 

(.3) ODe AN/PRO 10 radio with MIA f'orvard observer aocOJIlPanyiDg ARD 

o. &Deroy !guiEment and Matertal loss •• o 

(1) Suppl1e8~ 45 tons of rice 9 11 tons of' tea, 1,200 gallons of' f'ish 
oil, 3 tons or salt p large 5'&01'8 or peanuts9 500 Ibs or su.gar, 300 Ibs or 
soup miX9 125 gallons of f'uelg 500 flashlight batteriss, medioal lIupplba)' 
309 800 meters plus IJJ bolts uniform ~lothp 600 complete un1.tom8, 159000 bu.tt01J1J, 
large quanti ties of paptar and roll. or brow plastic materialo . 

(2) Equipment! 9 bicycles!) .31 pick/mattock9 15 entrenching too18, 200 
blIllboo signal drums 9 .3 BewiDg machines, 1 16 inch loud speaker, 1 cloth 
pullover gas maskp 4 AN/PRc...10 radioa!) 1 AN/PRC-9 radio, 1 AI/PRC-6 radio ad 
2,000 meters of communications vireo 

() Weapone: 107 tota1& 

(.) Crew serveda 2 57mm recoilles8 rif1es 9 1 8lmm mortar, 1 60mm 
mortarg 1 .50 Cal MGp 2 Ml919A4 MGg 1 DPM MGg 1 French MG, 2 CZECH BRIO III 
(1 is CHICOM oOPY) 9 and 2 B..-40 rocket laUllcherlto 

(b) Individual I 12 US BARp 6 TSMG, 14 M-l ritles!) 4 M-l carbiul, 
lK-50, 5 MATK-49, 1 AKII 38 K-44l1 8 MAJ=J69 ) MAUSlRS g 1 ENFIELD, 1 UNK SMa, 
aad I UNK rifle. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

(0) Miaael1aneous8 2 greDAde lauaohen, 1 1207 III .u. KG tripod! 
and 1 8 __ rtar baae plat •• 

(4) AaunitiOIU 109000 8111&11 arm. rd8~ 24 57 reooi1lea, rifle rda, 
1) 8lDuD mortar rde, 73 60mm JDOrt~ rd., 14 0.... SO Oal. 

d. Priendq Lo ••• II: KIA - 449 WIA .., 265*9 DOW - 6, MIA - 19 eD "" 10 
* A. of 23 December U2 WIA had beell returned to duty 0 

e. Enemy iAntlo 

(1) KIA! 

Ground Forees: 

Marine Airs 

SAC: 

(2) WIAI estimated 100 

(3) vcc~ 33 (including 4 PAVN) 

(4) VCS~ 231 

(5) Rall1er8~ 3 (including 2 PAVN) 

13. ADMINISTRATIVE l{lTTERS. See enclosUft (6) 0 

a. btm,o 

PQSSIBII .. 

327 

284 

tOOt 

'" ' 

(1) Noteworthy in this operation vas the very appaNnt laok of naponee/ _ 
reaotion by VC units against potential~ lucrative target. in the objeotiv. area, ~ 
some stat1 c for relatiTel,y long period. of t1meo In oertain ot th .. e oa,ea, suoh 
as the Task Force Command Post and the Iogiltic Support Area, the risk vaa recog­
nized but accepted on a carefully aoneid.red basb, with due preaautipn exeroised. 
In other cases the presentation ot targets to va activity waa tavoluntar,y, otten 
dictated by condltioD.s be;rond the control of the Ta.k Foroe. Notable IJIOq th4ta. 
WI.l!I bad weather which at time. preve.ted JDOTemeDt of certu. btayY 'UPport waponl. 
Although active operations detrimental to the VC errort continued to be inti.ted 
rrom these poe1t1on8, there were no signifioant en8JD1 .frorts direoted agaiut 
suoh target.. . 

(2) SWlarl¥ t the VC failed to respond to the large-Beale Wle of Route 
1 by troop t artiller.r II and supply convoys prooeediag south from DaHang and Borth 
from Chu !a1 to the objective areaj/ a distanee ot 22 and 41 mile. l ... peotivel¥. 
litty-four cODVOys 'Jere conducted over Route 1 during that period 9-20Deo with" ::,> 
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oJllJ oecadoul amall arms tire and occaeionU'aol'bu round, direoted at v.hiole •• 
On. vehicle was dUlaged by a mine, slightq wounding the driver ad ... 81.t,.t 
driver, and se"f'.eral troop within truoks WIN http nOH seriously, 1>7 aall am. 
tire. There was no s.rious opposition by the VietOoDgo 

(3) Although ARVN officers tudl1ar with the obj.ot1.,. area oautioMd 
about extensive minef1elds and defensive pOlitioa. in o.rtaia areo deep within 
the VC hOMland vhich w planned to pe_trate, .ubsequeat men ••• t of lUdt. 
through these areas revealed an almost total lack ot .uch d.t •••••• 

b o Weathu: lAd TerraiBo 

(1) Ot the eleven days that Task Foroe Delta vas actin~ engaged in 
operatio .. again.t VO forces and installatiou, good wather (olear and 'UJ1D1') 
va. eJPen.no.d on only tvo days j .arginal weather was .noountered on three 
day. lceillngs 500 .. l.2OO te.t; vle1bil1t;y 1 - 3 miles; llSht, intermittent 
rain); and bad weather was the order ot the dq d~ring the other .ix dayao 

(2) The terrain was either high ud rugged or lov, tlat, ,,-t i1'Owad 
with very llttle . liverage between the two The tev exi.ting road. and trails 
bad been systematically destra.yed b,y the VC during a period of' bett.r than a 
year" An engineer estimate indicated a major engineer .ftort ot approx1mateJ.y 
a monthes duration \11.8 necessary to place' one road, which ,couldha"e been used 
as an MSR» into use" Accordingqp traftioabil1ty in the area vas poor; mobility 
was vested in two meansg foot or .helloopteJ"":-~ 

(3) These ad~erBe oonditions of weather and terrain dictated a positive 
requirement tor detaiad alt~rnat.e plans ~ partiaularly in viev of the heaV7 
relleee on helicopters diotated by poor ground tratficabilltyo When helicop­
ters were unable to tlyp primary plans had to be cancelled aDd alternate 
plans immediately substituted for troop l!:Iommitments and troop and 8upportiag 
weapon JROve.mentQ 

c. General 0 Most lessons learned ill this operation aN meNly reaffirma­
tion ot existing doetrineo Certain reoommendations oontained in annexes to this 
report as sul:m1tted by variou8 participating units and statt seotiolllJ p are being 
eyaluated vithin the 3d Marine Div181ono Additional items c0D81dered ligaiticant 
tollovl 

(1) Artl11eI7 was used extensively in the operatiollo Two towed bat­
terie8 ot lS5mm HovitHre were convoyed to tiring position. along Route 1 
and covered a large portion ot the TAORo Two batteries ot ]D_ Howtt .. r. 
were lifted bJ' helo into position gellerall1' in the oenter of the objective 
area providing additional coverage o Remaining areas that could not be covered 
by artl1le17 W1'9 covered by 40 2" mortar Uld hovtar platoons helol1fted iato 
suitable posl tiona with plans to leap trog th. alollg in trac. ot the vide­
ranging battalioD~ 

(,2) The UH .... lE helicopter vas used extensiveq as a reoonnaissance 
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, .1l'\fA\~ 
\\\\t\Aro~~and vehicle, I.11d when gunfiguredjl for close BUpport of lntantl'1 and 

troop convoye, partieulB.r~- when weather prevented tb& use or r1Dd \4_ air. 
In the widelf extended and rapid~ moving situation experienoed in HARVEST MOON, 
the UH-lE was essential for the overall commander and b1g~ desirable for u.e 
by the battalion commanders, to whom it was made available on ~ oooa8ion •• 

(3) Where poaslble, landing 700nea for 11ft. or assaultiug units and 
l&ltlding sites for resupply of units moving o'Yerland, wre selected on high 
ground. It was found that little, if AnY, opposition was experienced i12 the use 
of such LZ' 80 The va seemej:1 to have prepared h4.s defenses sole11' on the lover 
slGpes of those hill masses he def.nded. 

(4) Accurate p 8.f atematio and tille11' reporting is mandatol"T. Repo rts 
must bave sutficie.t detail to answer at least who, what, when, where, and when 
possible, how and vhye The reporting requirement demands the .eticulous atten­
tion or oommanders at all eoheloDs. 

(5) Tn. requirement for positive and easy indentlfioation of widel1' 
separated friendlJ unit loaations on the groUJld to aviatore and observers 
airborne was re-emphasized during this operation. The ldentiticatioD proble •• 
stemmed primarily fl'OJl difticult terraillp ad1'erse weatherp and untaa1.11arit1 
or some pilots with the area. Better solutions to existing air-ground idellti­
ticatioD procedures are being sought vithin the 3d Marine Dirlsion. 

. ' 

(6) Se~eral B-52 strik •• were employed ia support ot the groUBd operation 
during HARVEST MOON.. The boabs; were dropped where they were supposed to be dropped, 
when th8y were supposed to be dropped and with excellent a~a coverage 0 . A need 
exists to promulgate troop ~afety limits to field commanders and ·to develop a .eana 
of immediately and directlY informing the field commander when the last bomb is . 
drepped o 

(7) DIlr1ng moat of the operation, troops of the irafantry battalloDS ill 
particular, were exposed to heavyp frequent rainfall and ahaostco.utinual 
wading through flooded paddies9 streams9 and riverso _Serveral probleas w.re 
de.,..leped because of this constant exposure which kept the i.d1Tidual Mariae _ 
aad-llof his weapons and equipment thoroughly SOaked. ... 

(a) Imme.rsioD foot beClllIle a real problem. C.rta!ll ~tidote8 1n 
addi tiOD . to medical treatllent, were· used during the operation such as the . 
aut~tie issue of thousands ot pairs of new, dry. socks duria, ~uppq of the 
battalioD'; fires were built vhere possible to dry t.et,socks and boot.; 
and uiUts of company size were rotated out of the operatioll vith tresh ooq:ll.de. 
a!8~gaed as reliefpo ... 

(b) Field boots rotted very rapidly and .. high replac ••• t rat. 
was experie.ced. Issue ot Meded boots was also etfected, onrequeltby bat­
talioas, during the dailY helo reeuppl1. 

(c) '1'he jwagle boot tar Bole ehafed feet bacll1 atter cOlltlnued 
iIlursion ia water. An unsatisfaotory equipment report is bei. pJ'WpaJ'Wd OD 

this item. 

(d) 
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iDdin"dualp waterprooted item ot issue.. Cloth svab. tor bore cleaniag, tor 
example 9 are currentlJr packaged in larp9 a-waterproofed bundles, usua1l7 
wrapped in ol:ll.y regular departmeD.t store-type v'rI.ppiDg papero These large 
bundles containing thousands of patches arriftd a'i battal1eu 1. resupply 
runSv already water-soaked eTen betore distributioa to caapaaie80 A retura 
to the W II aall waterproof packet GODtuning about ten oloth swabs 11 
neededo Lubricating 011 is rec.ived mOlt orten i. largev se.eral galloD 
cOlltrl"I15 9 or larger!) which complicates distribution to the individual and 
ott.n results ill much vut. through spillage ° Smaller co.tainers are esseDt­
ialo A watel"=proot, apray type lubrioant ot t» WD-4O type appeal'lto be 
h1g~ desirable for operations in extremely wet oltaatelo 

(8) The attitude of the rillagers in the QUE SON DiBtriot Headquarters 
i. wort~ ot noteo The village had been surrounded bJ VO tor aore than a Tear. 
The only road into the village from the coast and Route 11' was :1mpa8sable be­
cauae of e:rl.ensive demolition bY' the va during that ,.earo Busea ad ot»r 
vehicles were parked within the villageI' stranded, waable to prooeed more than 
500 Iletersalong the road 1n any directioao The Yillage wu slowq beiag 
cOD8tricted and strangledo 'An air ot hopelessness and apathy PtrYaded t» 
entire areao This changed to cheerg hopetulness and optW .. , almost O'Yendght, 
when sizeable numbers of 1'rieD.d~ torces began to arrive ill t» dobdt7o It 
wu obvious that the villagers were UDder the impression that these toree. 
,,*re going to stq 0 They welcomed the Jaericana vbole~hea~ and, on 
departure or the troops ten days later, dneere regret vas eY:lJlced DOt o~ 
by the nllage offlclw 1> but also bY' a large part ot the populat10no 
(Enclosure (8». 

(9) Insotar as chitt action 11 conaened, hUDdreds .t villagers 
were t~ated in the 'l'111age dispensary bY' the mall medioal statf attaohed to 
the Taek Force Headquarterso Medical supplies aDd blankete were made aya1~ 
able to the village dispenear,y through tbl District Ohief, obtained tram 
Civic Action Medical Assistance Program 8Ourcelo Certain ObviOUB damage 
to pri.'Yi.te property" primarily that cawsed 'b7 air re8upp~ drops, vas settled 
on the spot through the District Ohief or other local otticia1a, usiag small 
amouat-IS 01' captured tunds .. de available bY' 3d Marine Dividon Q....2 for this 
purpoee 0 otherwise time and geographical remoteness of the Tillage pre-
cluded major ciTie action endeavorBo_, ~ 

/~/>J~~'-~~(~~'~~ 
/,/"' / J Q Mo PUTT 

"~,. . 

DISTRIBUTION 3 (,'_/ /,/ 

III MAr = 12 
3dMarDiv - 5 
nlAW - 3 
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o.CSlllber J.965 

J.lle WlI'ning order for ()peration Harvest M:>etn was received. Organiza­
tion of the ?rovisional l\rtillery Battalion cOliUllenced, with the foxlllC\­
t10n of a reduced strength Headqu8.rter8 Battery of five officers 
and fifty enlisted. A task orr;anization was developed, consisting of 
two l05nnn howit~r batterieB and, initially, one 155mm howitzer battery, 

L~.£S:mber 1965. 

All battery oO,Jllanders, :i.ncluding 00, Battery H, 4th Battalion, 
11th l'larines, frOLi CHU LAI, wel'9 briefed, as were forward observer 
team.~ for ernployrJlent with ARVN forces, the liaison officer for !RVN 
artillery, and the NGP spot team. Assembly and Elluipping of perso:lllel 
of the Headquarters Battery was COI.lpleted, includirig the formation of 
a 24-man cOI:llllUllication :pIG-toen. Plans were made for staging all units 
to ECSsembly areas and thence to the LSA or fighting positions, as 
appropriate. 

§J&cfWlbex: 1'165 

Battery :H, 4/11, departed cnu LAI at 0800H for THANH Bnrn. Occupy­
inG a position initially at BT15B444, this battery was subsequently 
displaeed to BT165413 to su?port the attack of the 1st Battalion, 5th 
..'JlVN B.egt. and the 11 th ~'.RVN Ranger Battalion. FO teams had joined ARVN 
uni ts, and had a liaison team with the ARVN artillery and a NGF spot 
team. Ono l'J.arine FO team '" i th an i\.l.'1VN unit which was overrun wa.s res­
eued by helicopter. 00, Battery 1-1, formed a replacement PO team. Tl.ofO 

(~) additional iJrvN l05nnn hOWl tzers were heliolifted to !;DE SON fit 1830H. 
At the Battalion CF in DA }'2:.NG, Opel.'ation Order 1-65 and Admin Order .' 
1-65 .. lore received and distr.ibuted to all units of the Provistional 
.irtillery Battalion. By 2400 of this date, Battery N had fired 52 rounds 
on one observed fire mission at BTI05330 and 9 unOtserved missions. 

9 Decembe;., 1965 

At 0600, Battery 1-1, 4/11, fired s.t a reinforced VC •. Battalion at 
BTI03337. Four observed Illissions ",ere fired, €Depending 202 rounds. 
Ini tie.l surveillance indicated over 100 VC oasual ties. During the period, 
all r.adio contact wa.s lost with harine roe with ~J{VN units. The 

artillery ~~tta.l70~ reovn party" departed I>J\ NiiNG by heliooPter~08:;OH. . 
for the LS.a, arrlVlng at 0900H~ 'l'he .recon party -i.eparted the r . 
~Ul:J SON at 092()H, and arrived at that location at 09~H. A Hals ~~oe.l' l' . 

. , r (;<}."')<J') .CO.~~"T1AL 
,) .. ,;", ~"._h ~ EN CLO SURE (l ) ";,t~;') 
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was inllllediately sent to the ARVN battuy looated in the tfwD. !,y 
lOIOR, wire c01lllilunicatiolls had been lI·stablished with the .ARVN battery 
and it was prepared to suppo.t:t the attc:ok by 2/7 on Otljlotive 1.· .at 
lOOOH, an ~tfJ reported that Fa Mike 1 's ~a1tion had been overrun; a.t 
1345, the team was located on Hill 4~ ~BT123}20). Food and a radio 
were sl~:t>plied to the team by helioopter. ~t 1430a, oontaot waa reftained 
wi th til is· taSln. Battery lvI, 4/11, fired a total of 280 rounds in 3:· . 
missions for PO Mike 1. Surveillance indicated over 200 VC bodies. The 
first eleruents of Battery ''F" 2/12, arrived s.t J'OO45343 a.t 121211. Pre­
)aration fires sup:;.,orting the 2/1 attack on Objective 1 were begun by 
the . .llVN ba.ttery at 1240H and were oompleted .at 1312H. By 1700H, the 
artillery Battalion command post has completed displacement from ~~ SON 
to BT045343. Battery F cOLpleted its helo lift and was laid Md ready 
to fire at 1630H. Batteries' F aDd M had oorapleted a registra.tion by 
niGh tfall. Battery M fired, in addi ton, 12 obsarvod miesions during 
the :Jeriod, for a total of 545 rounds in 52 missio.ns. The battalion rto 
had been pE'.t·tially dug in by sundown, and fighting and foxholes for troo,Ps 
had al so been prepared. Digging in of ambO pits had corm.enced. Radio 

couunications at the close of the da.v oonR:Bted of trunk lines to the 
.iRVN battery, the Task Force FaCO, and Battery F. Radio circuits inoluded 
tho be,ttalion cCTlI,land/fire direction net, air spot net, and a. helicopter 
lanQing zone control net, as well as Ba.ttery M conduot of fire net. 
,.ddi tional wire lines were a trunk to the Task Force adl'.lin board and 
to Co; .>EU1Y liD", 1/3, whioh had r,!oved in to protect the artillery posi tion~ 

19 December 1965 

The ... HVN battery at ",UlJ tlON fired in sUl1port of a. Reeon Company. 
lJa.trol at B'ro2D39. Battery F fired in support of 2/7 on a.utolllatic 
wea.poni! at B'ro80248, BT0792e6 and B'ro83285. The autolllatic wea.pons fire 
ceased. Directed by an Jill, Battery F fired on four .50 caliber LGs and 
troo~s at BT019275. The Ins were silenoed. l~so controlled by ~n AO, 
the ..:.ltVN bnttery fired on Elutomatic weRIJons at B'ro35215. The weapons 
\Yere silonoed. Battery F fired on a suspected va poai tion at B'ro0229C, 
ooordinntes supl'lied by the Task Force FSCC. lUring the period, res­
trictive fire areas for both· .:Jl.VN and USbC artillery were -delineated. 
'.Iork continued on improvCll1en t of poai tion , with the Battalion FDC being 
cow:-lotely dug in. with the protective ri.fle OO!l1"PMY in position, the 
per imc ter dofenses were improved. iJlllnuni t.ion SIlPIJly was bunt up . 
slo\.,r1y. Hith the P.rrival of 2/1 in the obJeotive area, cor.:mu.nications 
were eatRblished with the art:·llery liaison offic~.r. Also, an additional 
<ll'tillerY'bnttalion oOlllluand/fire di:rectioJ:l net was activated. with 2/7 
liaison officer on this net. 

11 DocGmber 1965 

The first elements of Batte;'y "i.", 1/11 arrived at B'ro46}44 at 0950H. 
Only a portion of the batte.Py had arrived, however, when, ~ue to weather, 

2 l1l~CLOSURE (1) 
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further lifts were suspended at l025H. Latur in the dEW, lifts were 
rL'lSllillGd, and bY.l~5-OH, the entire battery was in position, Inid, and roa.dy 
to fire. r.oJLl.,~!1s, l~l~rninr3, Battery F fired i;reparation fires for the 
landin/3 o(t.2!1, arlll the .JtVN battery fired on an ostimFltod 100· va at 
BT955365. Battery F fired missions at coordinates BT087284, BIJ:Oi8267 
for 2/1, and at VC bunkers at 13'1'017351. The .i.RVH battery fired c.t 2 
'Ie P.t BT968358, directed by an ;.£J.~4ith Batteries F and ~.", reinforcing, 
Bac"bC'ryh fired on M estimntod 400 VC at BT090345. Battery F fired on 
a VC f'.ssombly 'point at BT095285. BrJttory L, 4th BattAlion, 12th Nnrines 
arrivo0 in tho objective ~ea, taking position. at BT2,0315, being lrUd 
"ncl r()<~(ly to fire nt 1910H. Battery 1. fired on a. suspected VO Oil d 
BT061285. By the and of the lJoriod cor,ILlunicEttions hll.d boen 8xPMdnd 'co 
incIu.dC! BEittery L operating on the BF\,ttcry L conduct of fire nGt~ 80ntact 
h2G. beem estnblished with Liaison officers with 3/3, 2/7, f'nd 2/1, '.lire 
co j" -nicptions had boen Inid fren the bnttalion FDC to B::: tery _ .. 
liil)rov;";Llon t elf poai tion c,--·ntinued with tho nrriTP.1 of sandbAgS 2nd conoor .... 
tine. ...mauni tion sU~.l)ly \Te.s being b1)i1 t up townrd tho gom of R minimum 
of t'lX0edaY3 of Rl"!lI,Junition on position. 

DurinG the period, 13nttery :. fired prepal.'ation fires for 2/1, Md [l,t 
VO at cc)ordinr:ltes B'1'094271 Md BT064272. Bntt.ery F fired in support of 
3/3 on [1 bllnlcor at B'r995352 nnd in sUPiJOrt of c recon lJ;::,trol nt a YO 
CO~"lj-ny flt BT064272. Be,ttory F W88 registered, f-lJ1d Dc.ttery i~ fired in 
(.1, barrc.':'8 for 2/1. J3attery L fired at a suspected j,tortl).!: position at 
Br:l132278, on 2utomQtic weapons at BTlLf4276, on 20 'VO in to open (in 
sv..;,J;.ort of 3/3) at Btl60274, end, under the control of M ".0, at VC 
in tl1~ open ,,,t Brr132277. Battery F fired illuminntion in supj)ort of 

, I 

2/1 2t B'IQ99275. During the l)(;riod n restriction was pL·wed on the 
firing of unobserved missions by 155rljjlj howi tz,rs bE:cn.uso of -the necessity 
of consurvinf, IWJ,IWlition. This rostl.'iction continued throught the 
rGLli'indor of the action. ~. n1supply of b'lttories wc'~s obtAined on this 
cl;cto md illlIJroVCLJ0n t of positions can ti_nuod with revetruon t of tho 
~lOHitzors rnd E'lJl.,O pits using dirt-filled r.nlLO boxcs c:nd 8m db8{,;S. 
B'1.ttery l"DCs 1-lere dug in. 

1
1, One pIr.toon (t\-lO w8fll)Ons) frOLl Hort2r Bnttory, 1/11, nrrived in the 

obj ~ctivo pro;;" nod wore laid md roedy to fire at 13t077216 by 143011. 
n3(;i3trrtion of J3attories 1i, F rnd L vms accol.l~'lishE.Jd dur1ng thotleriod. 
Bf."~~G"ry L fired nt VO at BT08022754, BT122260 and BT146275. Bnttcry 
.• fired at targets at BT1l7267 f<nd BT127270. Battery F fired at 10 to 
15 va at BT134281, p.nd at 7 VC in a vilJ.a.go f\t B'ro25267. Plans '<JOre 
l;l"",C~O to displRCO two 1051illD hm'li tzars of J3r.ttory~. to a. position at 
BT01~210 whero firos could be deliverod i.t;l support of 2/7. \/ork on 
ir:lprovcr,:on t of nIl l)osi tions eon tinuod. The bnttE'J.ion conl[1unicntions 
systct1s 'vms oxpandod to incluG.c a D.ortaI' )Jg,tery conduct uf firo net • 
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J) One 1>lntoon (three weapons) frOEl hortar Bnttery, 1/12 arrived in 
objective nl'Oa and took ilosi tion at BT999232, being laid end rondy 
to fire by l'+40H. .tot l030H, displacement of two 105uul1 110witzera froo 
Batt.:ry ~. COiaUon cede This kOV8lilen t WllS nevvr cor;lploted, inasmuch as only 
on8 H- 37 helicopter WIlS avrdlable, nnd th(tt for only Il short tiue • 
...uso, one 105mm howi tzar cnrri['.go WM sot down '300 met0rs from tho desired 
posi tion, ronssombly of thf..,t howi tzor WFl,S thus nev(U' j,lossible. Had these 
two buyd tzurs bocnlpy1ed corJj;lleto Md cnpr.ble of firing, they could 
hnvo engagod on ~ 500 YC in grid Sli.up,ros 9933, 9937, 9922, 9921 
?ne. 0320. .During the period, Battery F fired on VC in t.ronchoR at 
:BT998286 (controlled by, jt)), [!nd together with Battory i:., on VC at B'ID55390 
in sF,-~>ort of .JC\lN actions;. Battery F ruso fired illul:lin!:"tion for 2/7 
!-l.t BT019293 nnd Bro23285. B.:-:ttory j~ fired on VO at BT127270 in sD,lport 
of 3/3. Bnttery H displncod fl'om its original position to BT23'f;'14, 
being in pOfli tion 8.nd rcrdy to fire by 2000H. Tha.t night th(; l.1m:tar 
:.,>lc"i;oon frol'l 1/11 firod illw;iination for 2/1. Bnttory h disjJlf:cGG. to 
Brt>Jry 1 posi tion area at 20401-I to continue sup:;;>ort of operE;tion. OO[lj,l­

uniC8'~ios oxpttnsion this date included tho nddi tion of n conduct of fire 
no'~ fer tho mortn.r p1:;,.toon frOT.l 1/12, end a conduct of fira circuit 
for -Lhr,; _.BYN c.rtillcry ndvisor. Goncrd ir.lprovomont of nll ])09i tions 
continued4 

UogiRtrt'tion of BAtteries H nnd L was cor.rplcted this dFlte. Tho 
}Jl"toon -of ho\dtz_rs fran Bp.tLry~.), wns r<:;turncd to its originRl positioo • 
. ~O-c()ntrollod rJissions wore fired by Bl".ttcries ~1. Md F at c(1ordinA,tes 
l1'I05'3388, BT998341 (13 VO), B'1:010409 (30 'lie c[1.!'ring ,.re,unded) nnd B'1'011407. 

In sll../.ort of •. RVN o1>ol.'ations, B~:tturies JJ. pnd F fired nt cocrdinates 
DT03~'392, BT05239(\ (ostim;:~t0(1, VC baU,alion), BT054398, B'lU22392, BT025393, 
Brro2")386, m057Lr4n, B'ro48L:04, IlT03:;406, B'I<)28·W2~ DT05~39(1J BW51394, 

£'1'044396, BT033391, BT024390, end BT020390. Battory L fir8d in support 
of 3/) (In .j.;.. wo.npons at BT114283. IJ()rtl1l' plr.toon, 1/11 firod illulllina-
hon for 2/1 nt Il~62242. IUj)!'ovofllcnt of position continued with ovcr­
~1e.'.cling of sono of the [\Jal"110 :pits, rJ1d instnllation of 1:lorc llrotoctive v';'.r~ 

. 
•• worning order for retrn.ction WgS issued, r.nd E'. recon ],Jl1l'ty from 

B?.tt0ry :. he:liliftod to L3.:... By 1420H F'J.l Bettery ~:. had coupletod lift 
t(' tho L::b nnd was in position, randy to fire frOLl thnt p,rea. Bett0ry L 
firod. in support of 3/3 r.t BT125260 rnd for 2/1 nt BT112242. Regis~rrtion 
of lldtc:rics }i rold L Wf1J3 I1cconplishod. Battery F fired for 3/3 rrt a. YO 
p] .-:-c.C)on /'!t J'T1l5295. Br . .ttcry L illuminctcd E'.t BT125260 for 3/3. 

tNCLOSURC (1) 
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:tlp.ns "IoTc:r:e rJt'\dc to disp12.co the t:l!'tillory bAttalion C:t' to the 1S",. 
Control vrrs iirssod to Batkry h e.nd tho Ci.' was struck. Bed vlonthe);" 
gTo\.Jnc_od helicoptors "!1d tho displr:cor,lcnt Wl'.S o (:!lClollod. 1110 C .. was 
l'ost.blishod [\t the SPJ.1C locntion r.nd cor,luunicn.tionil 'A',S rc-instdled. 
Control W';S rostU:led. Bn,ttu,l;'Y F firod loceting rounds to unable A lost 
}J~.trol froLl COi_lllc::.ny .1), 1/3 to xeturn to position. 

ilispln.cOliiont of the prtillc;ry kttalion 01) to the L;J.~ cow-lonced !'.t 
1120H ,ncl W [1S cOLlpletod "t 120C'H. By rd. drftcrnoon, f1.1l C01:1fllunicF"tions 
hi'1d ooon inst"llcd :-U1d control WI'1S nssllDed fron Battury h, During the 
iJoriod, tho I!lortnr j,llAtoon, 1/12, displ!;ced to the L:3.~, Md thence to 
:;), ~·.JG, in conjunction vri'\h 3/3. :. pnrt of Bnttery F (threE) howitzurs) 
displc.cod to tho 1:3..:.. BI'.ttory 1-1 fi.c..'od fOJ] 2/7 on vo f\t BT178212, 
BT210220, J3T229219, BT210219 f'nd B'U75215. .:.t tho l'S.:., plans for 
d-.:;fonsG wore urdo, ,incorl)ou'.ting Bet:'cry ~'., the throo hovritzers from 
B,t-i.;;)ry F,~nd tiw j,iortr'1.'S 0f COl..p?ny D, 1/1. Thnt night Bcttory ~\ fired 
H&1s. The b'"<.ttnlicm 01' receivod scne S:. And p.utonntic w0n.pons fire 
G.1..lring the nirpt. 

19 l!i:'.c8[.lbar 1965 

Brttcry Ii, 4/11 displC'.ccd to mID 1."1 by r02d, nrriving at 17L 5H. 
'rho liortpr p1ctoon, 1/11 displrcod by helicopter to tho aircrnft cr:rrior. 
B"'ct0ry F cOl.ip1oted displr:cci.:ont to L:J.L c'end tack U}) firing pos~- tiona. 
ilt 1230H, Bnttory F COI .• flenced oTerlAAd displr:cc[lont to D.:. klJG, 2rriving 
t'18re ;·.t 1430H. With tho <.;rrivd of OOf.lpmy D, 1/3, in the LS: .. , plrnli 
Horo r:0de for intcfrf!tioll: of this coq)[,nies mort;::.rs into the dofGn~e of 
tho LS _. Bc.ttc:ry .' .. fired extensivo E&I firus during tho nit;ht, Plrns 
woro finlcd U.p for C0nVOj' protoction tho follcMinc d2Y. COl,llnmicl"ction; 
\18rc ost'-blishod wi th " lidson offic"r nt DnJN B.Jf nnd T.,)'l ICY, through 
whoLl . j{W {lr tilh:ry forces W8re ,wnilcble on cdl. In Iludi tion M 

;-rtillury .. v vl.,S on stn.tion to oover beth north and south bOlmd convoys. 
:i};-ct0r;y _~ \-11::8 l'Lid to vrovide firo for north-bound oonvoys, Bnttl.;ry L "'f1.S 

,tlru:L)crod to fire south. 

B;,Hery L nnd tho ".rtillery bnttalion hGa<iqul"',l:tors conencod Llotor 
':,OT(;,~1Unt to D .• 1 ~l~G at OQ20R, grri vine; there a.t 1300R. Bnttery.\ COi,encod 
diS;Jlccenont nt lOOOR ~nd pxriycd at ],,~ I JG r:t 14;0H. 
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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

17 December 1965 

From ~ People of QUE SON District 
To~ Commanding General, USMC" Headquarters, Tal3k Force Operation, 

at QUE SON 

Dear General~ all Officers and men of the USMC in OPERATION HARVEST MOON 

In the a.nti~CommuniBt struggle to establish peace in the Re~blic of 
Vietnam and safeguard world peace, the USMC has had occasion to station 
troops in QUE SON Distr1cto 

Our Vietnamese people are very joyful and admire the heroic' actions 
of the USMC during the operation commanded by you and your sta.ff. 

Before you and your men leave here, we would like to express our 
deep and warm thanks on behalf of all classes of people in QUE SON 
District. 

It is not enough only to thank the USMC for their heroic actions, 
but we desire to unite the will/of the~peop1e in consolidating tl'e rear 
and assisting the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces and Allied Forces to 
eliminate the Communists u This will bring peace to Vietnam and 
contribute to the construction of a strong Free World peace soonero 

Respectfully yours, 

In the name of the peop1e~ we sign ourselves: 

ImUYEN HUE;> Itepresentativd of all Notables 
GAO DANG" Representative of Well Knol!lIl People 
NGUYEN TIWC j Representative of Old Men 
LE LUYl~N.lI rl.epl'esentative of Associations 
VIJJ PHU CAH) Representative of Political Part)" 
NGUIT<..N HAD .. Representative of Cadres 
I.E THI BleB HUONG j Representa.tive of Women 
DUONG THI BUU> Representative of Women Oadres 
NGUYI<J~ PHUOC QUANG~ Representative of youth 

CnnH'IED A TRUE TRANSLATION~ 

tflnlkA!H(;,x-"_st -= 
flAJ"OH i' Dos 0 MARnm CORPS 
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