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(1) 34 Marine Division continues o) eﬁﬁmﬂst‘ﬁmm} PV AL

Viet Conge

(2) FiaW eontinues operetions againgt the Viet Cong pro-
vides close alr support ard helicopter sup ort as re-

quired,

(3) ARVN Forces.

(a) One ARVN regirent (-) on D! in coordination with
Task Force Delta advances northwest between Highway 1

and railroad to THANG BINH,
west to Phase Lines A and B,

On D=Day advances south-
It is anticipated that

enety contact will be made in the vieinity of PL B,
Every effort will be made by ARVN Forces to maintain

this contact,

(b) Provides security at selected bridge sites along

route i 1

(¢) 3d Battalion, 5th Regiment (-) (Rein) RF on order

feints attack west from HIBP DUC District Head- - ~
quarters and blocks along line AT 970275 to AT 9BO26C. -
Annex D \Concept of Operations). -

(L) Special Landing Force, Seventh Fleet,

trol upon arrival objective area,

(5) Air Suprort, Annex C (Air Support).
(6) Naval Qunfirc,

gunfire support.

2. MISSION.
perticipating

Operational - ‘
per: BL oG RBRom ar sw STFRVALS o
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YCARS

00D DIR 5200.16

One (1) DD and one (1) CL provides naval

Pb-99~6¢

Comnencing D~Day Task Force Delta in coordination with

in the GUE SCN-VET AN - HIEP DUCbB.

Q00330

lley complex,

ARVN forces will fix and destroy organized VC elements

is operation i CLf -t 66
EC8 1965 (v s WW |
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3.

essentirlly & spoiling attack te prevent the Viet Cong from
their announced objective of capturing QUE oON The operation
will also eliminate VC forces that have isclated the ARVN out-
post at'Viet An, permitting ARVN to reestablish lines ef communi-
catiens,

EXECUTION.

a. Concert of Operation., Annex D (Concept of Operations).

b, 2d Bn, 7th Mérines.

(1) On D-Day, M-Hour proceeds b, motor march to TAM KY,
defends and prepares for helicopter-borne assault.

(2) On D1 conducts helicopter-borne assault objective 1
on order,

(3) On order conducts search and destroy operations as
directed.

(4) On order returns to TAM KY by helicopter and stages
for motor march return.

(5) Provides one platoon security "M Btry, Lth Bn, 11th
Mar nes »i~+~pr moreh gnd subsequently provides security
for LSU at HUONG XUAN,

‘¢. 3d Bn, 3d Marines.

(1) On D+1, M-Hour proceeds by motor rarch to HUONG XUAN
defends and prerares for helicopter-borne assault.

(2) By 1500 on D+l .be prepared for helicopter-borne
assault within TAOR.

(3) On order conduct search and destroy operations as
directed,

(L) Cn order recturns to HUONG XUAN by helicopter amd stages
for motor march return on order.

d. Co C (-), 3d Recon Bn.

(1) On D1, on erder, préceeds by moter march te HUONG XUAN.
On erder, helilifts ¥o QUE SON.

(2) Be prepared to condust recennsisssnce ef helicepter lending
zones and/or conduct general reccnnaissance of objective area

on order,

UNCLASSIEIED
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€, Co C S"z. id Eng; Bn,.

f.

g

h,

i,

3.

(1) Provides combat engineer support as required,
Provisional Arty Bn.

(1) On D+1, K-Hour Bn (-) proceeds by motor march to
HUONG {UAN, Helilifts to objective area and estab-
lishes firing positions in viclnity QUE SON.

(2) Provide artillery fire support Task Force Delta.

(3) On D-Dey, G-Hour Btry M, 4th Bn, 11th Marines proceeds
by motor march from CHU LAI to HUONG XUAN, provides
artillery fire support ARVN Regt(-) and Task Forcc Delta,

(1) On D+1 Btry F 2d Bn, 12th Ma-ines proceeds by motor
march from DA NANG to HUONG XUAN and prepares to helo
1ift to QUE SON on order, On D+2 Btry C, 1st Bn, 12th
M:rines proceeds by motor march from DA NANG, to HUONG XUAN
and prepares for helo lift into the objective area on
order.,

(5) Be prepared to assume operational control ARVN
artillery as directed,

Loristic Supnort Unit,

(1) Frovides combat logistic support as required.
(admin Plan 1-65),

3d Motor Transpert Bn,

(1) Provides motor trunsportation for motor mrch to
and from ohjective area.

(2) Provides motor transportation in objective arca as
reouired,

Reserve Specisl Landing Force, BLT 2/1,

(1) Operaticn control Task Force Delta on arrival ob- -
jective area. ;

(2) Be prepered to land by helicopter to reinforce, block,
counterattack or exploit geins by Task Force Delte,

Coordinatiing Instructions,

(1) D-Day & Dec
(z) V-Eowr O0AOCH

(3) K-lour C6OMH

> UNclassie
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(4) G-Hour, 120CH,
(5) This order effective for planning on receipt,
(é) EEIts,
(7) Use CN/CS on authority this Headquarters.

(&) Coordination witi: ARVN units in obJectlve arca through
Headcuarters Tasik Force Delta,

(9) Miniuize noncorbut casualties and damage to crops.

{(10) Rules of engapement s detailed in reference (b) shall
be strictly observed.

(11) 'T.e unclassified code nare for this operation is
HARVEST MOON,

(12) Each U.S. Unit will plan for psychologicel warfare
ard civic acticns,

(13) Captured personnel amd documents in accordance with
Amex B (Intelligence),

(14) Fire Coordination Line., Appendix 1 (Operation Overlay) to Annex
D (Concept of Cperations), ARVN units will not fire to the west
or north of the FCL without coordinating with Task Force Delta
neadquarters (F3CC)., Task Force Delta fire support elements will
not fire to the cast or south of the FCL without coordinating
with 5th ARVN Regt Headquarters,

L. ADHINISTRATICN AND LOGISTICS.

a. See Administrative Plan 1-65,

5e 2 AND_AND COMUNICATICS-ELECTROKICS.

a. Cormunications-electronics,

(1) Annex E (Comnunication-electronics) and reference (c)s
b. Comend Posts.
(1) Task Force Delta BT 024349

(2) All units report command post locations when established.

SECRET
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mw ' BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HENDERSON

)
L 'y
&/Z‘/ﬁv{{ . ’ft'r';: (’( !
W.F. DOEHLER
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps
* Exscutive Officer

o
H

Task Organization

Intelljrence (To be issued)

o)
1

C - Alr Support

D - Concept of Operation
E - Communicstions-Electronics
F - Distribution

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to
Operation Order 1-65

5 MeLgsger
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Arnex A (Task Organization) to Operation Order 1-65

Ref: (a) CG, 3d Mar Div msg 061407Z Dec

Time Zone: H

Task Crganizations

Conuander Task Force Delta

Hg

Composite Corm Plat
Det Hq Co, Hq Bn

2d Bn, 7th Marines (=) (Rein)

2d Plat, Co C, 3d Bngr Bn
HST, Co A, 3d 5P Bn

3d Bn, 3d Marines (~) (Rein)

Lth Plat, Co C, 3d Engr Bn
HST, Co A, 3d SP Bn

Provisional Arty Bn

Det Hq Btry, 12ta Marines

Btry F, 2d Bn, 12th Marines
Btry M, /th Bn, 11th Merines

Co C (), 3d Recon Bn

Co € (-), 3d Ener Bn

Losistic Support Unit

s BTay 5" 174

4 Co (-) (Rein), 3d Shore Party Bn

Det, Bulk Fuel Co, FLSG
Det, Ammo Co, FLSG

Det, Ration Co, FLSG
Det, ECD, FLSG

Det, MABS (TAFDS), MAG (HMM)
Clearing Plat (-) (Rein), 3d Med Bn

Plat, MP Co, Ha Bn

\(Q'\m\ \_/L\‘\L (V' \2 YR Vv
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Copy no, ____of __copies
Task Force Delta

DA NANG, RVN

070800H Dec 1965

Brig Gen HENDERSON

LtCol UTTER
LtCol DORSEY III

LtCol SNYDER

Capt REVELL
Capt O'LAUGHLIN
Mz j BENSTEAD
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Det, 3d Engsr Bn
Det, 1"t Bridge Piot, 7th Engr Bn
o e e e, (

33 MT Bn (Rein) Maj BAKER

BY COMVAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HENDERSON

W.F. DOEI-EER
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps
Executlve Officer

DISTRIGULICN. Anrex F {Distribution) to
Operziion Order 1-65 .
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Copy no, __ _of __ _coples
Task Force Delta

Di NANG, RVN

070800H Dec 1965

innex C (Air Suprert) to Operation Order 1-65

Ref:

Time Zonecs: |

() Maos: AMS Scries, L-701, 1:50,000 Shests 6657 I, IV; 6658 II and III
(b) FMFM 7-3 Air Support |

(¢) FIMFIL 7-1 Fire Support Coordination

(d) Third Marine Division OP Order 343-65

1
1

SITUATION,

a, Enemy forces. See isnnex B (Intelligence).

t. Friendly forces.

(1) FMAY provides tactical air support to include offensive alr supp rt,
air assault support and an airborne comnand/control capability as
reqguired,

(2) 7th Fleect provides naval gunfire and amphibious support to Task Force
Delta on reguest,

FRCCEDURES.

et oo ——

a. Comcnder Tesk Force Delte establishes bomblines and publishes changes
thereto as they occure.

b. air support missions will be conducted in accordance with the schedile
contained in Appendix 3 to this Annex and as otherwise directed.

c. Air-to-Ground strikes within the bombline must be under positive control
of TaCP, TAC (A) or ASRT. ObJjective area is within range of both ASRT's
(Da Nang aid Chu Lai).

d., Coordination of supporting fires in accordance with references (b), (<)
and (d). When Marine Air Supjort is called into suprort the ARVN,
ARVM artillery will be called off.

e, Mirk friendly front lines with front line marking panels and/or colored
gmoke prior to executing air-to-ground strikes,

£, Use UTM grid contained in reference (a) for all alr support missions.

g, Use normal mission request procedures as indicated in references (b) and

(C)o

h, Control and Orbit Points for air support flights will be designated in
Tactical Air Requests.

C-1

UNCERSSHFIFR
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\x i, Alert status of on-call support aircraft as follows:
Condition I - Two minutes
Condition II - Five minutes
Condition III - Fifteen minutes
Condition IV = Thirty mimtes
Condition V - As ordered
j. Medical evacuees will be brought to the clearing station at the LSA
They will ba further evacuated to C Med or B Med at the @4imoretion of the
Medical Platoon. ARVE Med Evacs will be taken to the ARVN hospital at Da Nan
unless otherwise directed. 6

k. Aerial Delivery. See Appendix 2 (Asrial Delivery)

1. Prisoners of War (POW) will be taken to QUE BON- 30 7oy L.

m, Ajrcraft accidents or incidents should be reported in detail to DASC or FSCC
by the most expeditious mesns giving complete detalls,

3. Command snd Communicstions-Blectronics, In accordance with Appendix 1.

BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HENDERSON

A
] ( ) S 4 .‘.;
éf / ) ')‘/.{' ‘//t((‘/ ‘
"W, F. DOEHLER

Lieutenant Colonsl, U. S, Marine Corps
Executive Officer

APPENDIXES:
1 Air Communications
2 Air Delivery
3 4ir Support Schedule (To be issued separately)

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to
Operations Order 1-65

-2 | ‘sﬁﬁggiﬁﬁﬁsqab
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VitY Task Force Delta

DA NANG, RVN
070800H Dec 1965

Appendix i (Air Communications) to Annex C (Air Support) to Operation Order 1-65
Time Zone: Hotel \

1. General. Air communications in accordance with this Appendix and Annex E,
2. Call Signs

a. Air commnications call signs in mccordance with TAB (A), Additional call
, signs sre contmined in Amnex E (Communicatione Plan),

b. Alrcraft voice call dgns will contain the respective air group call sign,
event number and position of the mircraft in the flight,

3. Frequency Plapn. All fraquehcies and net activation will be in accordance with
T4B (B).

4, Navigationml Aids. As contmined in standard aviation publications,

BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HEXDERSON

W. I, DOEHLER
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Bxecutive Officer

TABS:
A - Call Signs

B - ¥Frequency Plans

Calel mﬂ{mn
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Copy. of Copies
Task Force Delta

DA FANG, RVN
070800H Decembar 1965

TAB A (Cell Signs) to Appendix 1 (Air Communications) to Aunex C (Air Support) to

Operation Order 1-65.

Time Zone: Hotel

Oreganization

TADC

DASC (DA NaNG)
DASC ( AIKBORNE)
DASC (FORWARD)
DASC (CHU Lal)
MAG -11

MAG ~12

MAG <16

NAG =36

VMGR 152 DET
YMCJ -1

TAC (A)

TAO (4)/40

MED EVAC

ASART (DA NAMNG)
ASRT (CHU Lal)
TACP (WITH ARVN)

Vojce Csoll

JOYRIDE
LANDSHARK
LANDSHARK XRAY
LANDSHARK BRAVO
LANDSHARK ALPHA
COXDOLE

0OXWOoD

ROSEANNE
NAILFILE
ANCESTOR
COTTON PICKER
PLAYBOY
GERONIMO
DEADLOCK MEDEVAC/KLONDIEKE MEDEVAC
DEVASTATE BRAVO
DEVASTATE ALPHA
MONROE KILO 14

BY COMMAND OF BRIGADJER GENERAL HENDERSON

Lisutenant

W. ¥, DOEHLER
Colonel, U, S. Marine Corps

Executive Officer

D1STRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to

Operation Order 1-65

C-l-A-1
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\‘M‘\E“ ‘ Copy___of____ Copies

Task ¥orce Delta
DA NaANG, RVN
070800H December 1965

TAB B (¥requency Plan) to Appendix 1 (Air Commmnications) to Annex € (Air Support) to
Operation Order 1-65 '

Time Zone: Hotel

Circuit Code Erequency

TATE=1-. SILVER 300,2 4
TATC=2 GOLD 236.2 B
TAD.1 RED 312,0 c
TAD.2 GREEN 325,0 D
TaADL VIOLET 318,5 E
TAD-5 YELLOW 269.5 F
T4D-6 BROWN 383.5 G
HD-1 ‘ MAROON 273.8 H
HD.2 BLACK 14,6 1
TAQ #2 4 283.4 J
TAR #1 H.F 7995 X
T4R #2 H.F 2196 L
TAC #1 H.F. 2422 M
TAC #2 H.E 5270 X
LZ Control F.M 49,8 0
DISTRESS 243,0 P

Landshark Monitors - A, C, D, (DEVASTATE BRAVO) TAC 2422, H, I, L. 0, &P

Landshark Xray Monitors - B, ¥, I, P, K, or M
Landshark Bravo Monitors - B, F, I, 0, P, K or M

BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GERERAL HENDERSON

SN AL

W. F, DOEHLER
Lieutensnt Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Executive Officer

DISTRIBUTION: Annex ¥ (Distritution) to
Operation Order 1l-65

1081 UNCLASSIFED
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Copy. of____Copies
Task Force Delts
DA NANG ,RVN

“ | §§\“m 070800E Dec 1965

Appendix 2 (Air Delivery) to 4nnex C (4ir Support) to Operations Order 1-65

Time Zone: Hotel
1, Organiz
a. 4erisl Delivery Platoon, Supply Company, Force Logistics Supply Group,

2. Geperal. First Marine Aircraft Wing provides aerialdelivery of supplies from
ajrfields to be designated.

3. Ope Pr re

3. Elements of Asrial Delivery Platoon, operating at such alirfields as may be
directed, establish packing snd handling facllities for air delivery of suppliss as
directed.

b. Submit requests for air delivered supplies via command channals to Tasik
Force Delts Air Officer or his representative using the format containea in TAB A,

¢, Make maximum effort to salvage parschutes and air delivery containers, Turn
in daily to Battalion S-4,

4, SComunications-Electronics, See Appendix 1 (#ir Communications) snd Arnex E
(Communicatiora-Elsctronics) to Operation Order 1l-65,

BY COMMAND OF BRIGAD GENFRAL HENDEASCK

I PNkl

W. F. DOEHLER
Lisutenant Colonel, U, S. Marine Corps
Executive Officer
TABS:
A - Aerial Delivery Request ¥orm

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to Operation Order 1-65

INCLASSIFED

C-2-1
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Copy. of Copiex
Task Force Delta

DA NANG, RVN
070800H Dec 1965

T4B A (Air Delivery Request) to Appendix 2 (Air Delivery) to Annex C (“ir Support) to
Operation Order 1-65

Time Zone: Hotel

ALFA
BRAVO
CHARLIE
DELTA
ECHO
¥OXTROT
GOLF
HOTEL
INDIA
JULIET

kKiLo
LiMa
MIKE

DISTRIBUTION:

Air Delivery Request

Support unit

Pickup point

Pickup date

Drop T:me

Drop zone chart numbers

Drop zone coordinates

Controller freq, PRI/Sec

Call signs: ACFT/Control Agency
Vehicles/Class Cargo/Cargo Weight
Drop zone markings:

1,
2,
3.

Panel color/pattern
Smoke color
Pyrotechnics color

Contact origin and phone number
Contac:t pickup point and phone number
Remarics

BY COMMAND OF BRIGAD GENERAL HENDERSON

4{i494§<21L&4z/ i)’
W. ¥, DOEHLER

Lisutenant Colonel, U, S. Marine Corps
Executive Officer

Annex ¥ (Vistribution) to

Operations Order 1-65

C-2-A=-1

UNCERSSIFIFD
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Copy no of, copies
Task Force Delta
D4 NANG, RVN
070800H Dec 1965
Annex D (Concept of Operations) to Operation Order 1-65
Time Zone: H

1. Concept of Operations,

a. Ceneral, Task Force Delta consisting of two Marine Battalions, the
Special Landing Force, 7th Fleet (SLF), and other supporting 3d Mar
Div elements in coordinntion with an ARVN Regiment, will conduct a-
three stage search and destroy operation in the QUE SON-VIET AN-
HIEP DUC valley complex.  Marine logistic support will be from an
established base complex, in the vicinity of HUCNG XUAN.

b. Definstion of Stages.

(1) Stage I, Period D~1 and D-Day, D-1 ARVN forces search and destroy
enemy forces in vicinity of THANG BINH. D-Day ARVN forces cross
LD at C500H proceed generally southwest along Route 35 to vicinity
Phase Line B, Btry M, 4th Bn, 11th Marines, with one rifle platoon
from 2/7, moves by motor march from CHU LAI enclave to vicinity of
HUONG XUAN to provide artillery fire suprort for ARVN forces in vi-
cinity of Fhase Line B, 2d Bn, 7th Marines motor marches from
CHU LAI to vieinity TAM KY.

(2) stage II, Period D+ to D#10, ARVN forces maintain contact enemy
force, 2d Bn. 7th-Marines is helolifted on D+l to vicinity Objective
1, seize. . ebJectivg. and is then prepared to move out to seek eut
and destroy the enemy as ordereds On D1 all other elements of task
force except SLF moves from DA NANG enclave to either the THANG BINH
or QUE SON complex, Btry M, 4th Bn, 11th Marines continues to
suprort, from position at HUONG XUAN. 3d Bn, 3d Marires and SLF
prepare for immediate commitment to objective area on order.
Logistic Suprort Unit suports force from D+1 to D+10 from LSA
vicinity HUONG XUAN . Force Command Group, Prov Arty Ba (-),

Recon Co (=) bases at QUE SON on D+1, No major displacement of
this eleuent, with the excéption of the Reecon Co (-), is ‘
comtemplated prior to D+10,

(3) Stage III. D+11 to D+12, All elements of Task Force Delta with-
draw by helo/foot/motor march to their respective enclaves. LSA
trensfers surplus supplies to FLSG control in enclave. Operatioa
HARVEST MOON terminates D+12.

BY COMMAND OF Bnlganﬁéa GEJERAL HENDERSON
d-/ ' /",."IV \‘..11/ 4. -
W.F. DOEHLER
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps
Executive Officer

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution)
to Operation Opder 1-65
D-1
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1 - Cperation Overlay

DISTRIBUTION:

Annex F (Distribution) to
Operation Order 1-65

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET



DECLASSIFIED

Copy no, of copies
Task Force Delta

DA NANG, RVN

O70800H Dec 1965

«mex E (Communication-Electronic) to Operation Order 1-65

Ref: (a) 3d Mar Div Q0 0200,2¢ (CC1)

Time Zone: H

1, SITUATICN,

a, Eneny forces,

(1) See Amnex B (Intelligence) to Operetion Order 1-65

(2) The enery has the capability tos

(a) Pmploy imitative deception,

(b) Conduct extensive wire tapping.

(e¢) Jam any redio cireuit,

b, Friendly forces,

(1) See Operation Order 1-65.

(2) Commnrd Posts,

(a) D-Day

Task Force Delta
Prov Arty Bn

2d Bn, 1st Marines

3d Bn, 3d Marires

2d Bn, T7th Mrines

3d Motor Transport Bn
Logistic Support Unit

(b) D1

Task Force Delta
Prov Arty Bn

24 By, t1st Marines

3d Bn, 3d Murines

2d Bn, 7th Marines

3d Motor Transport Bn
Ldgistic Bupport Unit

955750
955750
AFLOAT
975708
380225
DA NANG TACR
DA NANG TACR

Vieinlty of 023349
023349
AFLOAT
150450
000315
" DA NANG TACR
160420

(¢) Report Cournand Post locations when established,

DECLASSIFIED
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2, MISSION. Commencing 0200 communications electronic elements of Task

Force Delta provide continuous support for operations in the ob jective area,
3. EXCCUTICN,

2, Composite Communications Platoon,

(1) On D=Day establish communications center within 3d Mar Div CP,

(2) Est:blish radio communications with subordinate elements =nd ARVN
forces,

(3) Be prepared to displace to obJective area on Dii,

(1) Establish radio-relay circuit from objective area to 3d Mar Div
Heudouarters employing a reley station at LSU Headquarters.

(5) attach three Radio Sets, AN/MRC-62 to the Logistic Support Unit '

for movement to the objective area, One (1) AN/MRC-62 to be
equipped with slings and basket for helilift,

b. 2d Battalion, 1st Mirines,
(1) Enter eppropriate Task Force Delta radio nets when directed.,

¢. 3d Battalion, 3d Marines,
(1) Enter appropriate Task Force Delta radio nets on D~Day at 0001,

de 2d Battalion, 7th Marines.

(1) Enter appropricte Task Force Delta radio nets upon depurture from
the CIIU LAI TAOR.

&

e, 3d Motor Transport Battalion,

(1) Irovide convay control communications as required.

f. Logistic buprort Unit.

(1) Enter appropriate Task Force Delts radic nets prior to departure
from the DA NaliG TACR. '

(2) Provide radio-relay equipment to be employed on Task iorce Delta=~
3d Map Div link with a suitsble operating site within the logistic
support érea and necessary food and fuel for a period of about
ten days,

(3) Estzblish intern:l wire system as required,

(L) Cne chunnel of multi-channel radio-relay equipment is designated
for Logistic Support Unit use, See Appendix 1 (Radio-Relay Plan),

UNGEASSIFIED
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¢c. Helicopter availability became & prsblem as the intensi.e tempe of
heliopt er ojperaEIons continued gn,y aftsr day without let up, Helicopter
maintenance units were unable to keep pace as all available aircraft were util-

ized, providing little or no time for neceasary preventive maintenance. Avall-
ability diminished daily until the end of the epsration. '

d. While gab ~pyeblem _aress; the following suppert was considered
essential and contributed greatly te the success of the operation,

(L) Adrberne DASC was considered essentisl in an eperatien such as this.
The peried of tims from the cemmencement of the operatien until the Task Force
FSCC/DASC 1s in operation im & crugial one and the airborne DASC is an sxcellent
neans of bridging this gep.

(2) Utilization of experienced pilets in UH-1E's as TAC‘K!'S te
coordinate heliborne assault missions and fixe ng suppert was essential in
setting up heliborne amsaults on short notice (2-k hours). Alse utilization of
these pllats who were familiar with the ares, t¢ lead reasupply and Med Evac

helicepters inte hard-to-locate landing Zones in marginal weather preved extremely
successful,

{3) Provision ¢f & Helicepter Support Team (HST) augmented b srienced
helicopter spratias perscnnsl with the necessary comunieatfona at EEQ %ogIstIcu
Support Area contributed immeasureably ts the success of the opsration. This
suppeirt wis especially required since the LSA alse served as the main helicepter
staging area. A daficiency in this area, hewever, was the lack of adequate night
lighting at the LSA &nd the abssnce ef navigational aids such as radie bekcens er
heming equipment,

Encmsian (3)
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1. Communieation-Electronics Report

a, General.,

(1) u-mmunications were generally satisfactory throughout the opera-

tion with the exception of D+l when considerable difficulty wns encountered
in communicating with higher headquarters employing high froqu-ney radios
equipment which relies on storage battery, BB-451 as a power scurce, Means
of communication from Task Force to subordinate maneuver ~lemonts were limited
almest exclusively to voice radio cmploying Radio Set AN/ 'RC-25. When units
werc operating in mountainous terrain it was necessary to establish up to two

relay stations in order to maint.in continuous contact. Wwh-,n convenient
and appropriate, staff officers picked-up and delivered traffic on helicopter
flights “o senior and subordinate headquartcrss

1) Communications sacurity was a major problem in issuing orders and
receiv.. .2 reports to and from subordinate units, Establishment of a "covered"
teletype circuit met this requirement from Task Force to higher headquarters,

b. Radio.

(1) Tactical radio ncts employing Radio Set AN/PRC-25 were effect’. :
and recliable. The Task Force Tactical Net was burdened to capacity handling
both tactical and administrative traffic, Relay stations were established on
this net to ensure eontinuous contact with tactical units operating in mountaine
ous terrain,

(2) Command radio nets were of varying quality and value, The Task

Force Command Net was of limited use in communicating with maneuver elements,

The major problem encountered in this respect was in the very unsatisfactory
power supply, Storage Battery BB-451, for Radio Set AN/PRC 47 which a highly
mobile battalion command group is required to employ and which they are totally
incapable o. recharging., At Task Force Headquartcrs mobile radio equipment
was employed which was lifted in to the command post by helicopter, This equip-
ment provided satisfactory commwiications with Division and IIT Marine Amphie-
bious Force Headquarters.

(3) Additional radio nets are required for organizations of this size
and complexity, Recommended are:

(a) Task Force Intelligence Net - Linking all intelligence staffs
together and providing on anmps Required" basis a net which special intelligene
agenci- : mny enter, Should cmploy FM portable equipment,

(b) Task Forcc Logisiies Net - Linking logistics staffs and logis-
tics supporting units together., Should empley HF SSB mobile and portable
equipment..

c. Wire,

(1) A switching central with local telephones to staff sections wishin
the Task Force Headquarters and to units within the immediate vicinity was

installed, N
0020330 UHORASSFED

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

® °
AEHASIFIED

(2) Trunks to Division Headquarters and the Logistic Supvort Unit
employing radio relay were invaluable throughout the operation.

(3) Hot lines linking the Task Force G-2 with the Division G-2 and the
Task Force G-3 with the Division G-3 were installed early and received heavy
use, Radio relay was employed to provide these eircuits,

(4) The wire system insta’led was highly satisfactorv and heavily
burdened, A portion of the problem of the hoavy traffic load was caused by
a voiece channel on radio relay being of marginal value although entirely satis-
factory “or superimposed telstype, The establishment of the recommendedd
addition:l radio nets would further alleviate this problem.

d, Hadio Relay,

(1) Radio relay was of inestimable value on this operation. A redio
reclay system was established employing four Radio Sets AN/MRC-62 as follow::
terminal at 3d Mar Div Headquarters, terminal at Logistic Support Unit Hear-
quarters, a second terminal at Logistic Support Unit Headquarters and a tor-
minal at Task Force Delta Headquarters, Channel 1 of both links terminated in
the Logistic Support Unit switchboard, Channels 2,3, and 4 were "patched"
between terminals at Logistic Support Unit and provided the G-2 to G-2, G~3
to G-3 and common user with a superimposed teletype circuit respectively,

(2) The terminal at Task Force Delta Headquarters was lifted to the
Command post site by helicopter, This is both practical and feasible and
highly recormended, The H-34 and H-37 helicopter is capable of marirgthe 1ift
of the necessary shelter and equipment less M«37 truck, Generators and trail-
er make a second lift,

e. Message Center,

(1) Message Center employing 60 wpm teletype equipment and KW=7
eryptographic equipment provided the Task Force Headquarters with a secure
circuit for the passage of classified traffic to higher headquarters. This
proved to be of great value throurhout the operation,

(2) In addition to the above it is highly recommended that teletype
reperforiting equipment be employed on future operations to provide greater

circuit urliclency.

f. §pecial Problems,

(1) A general shortage of satisfactory operating frequencies both HF
and VHF. The high frequencies were "eluttered" to the point of uselessnec: at
times, Additional frequencies above 12 MC are neecded, Very high frequencies

employed by FM equipment overlapped in some instances and were employcd by hoth
U.S, and Vietnamese units,

(2) The Storage Battery BB =451 is an impossible power source for highly

mobile infantry units operating in difficult terrain and relying on h-licopter
for logistics support. The life of this battery prior to recharge is consider-

: UNGLASSIEER.
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ably less than expected (4-6 hours) and impossible to recharge under the eir-
cunstances encountered,

(3) Radio Set AN/PRC<6 continues to prove virtwlly useless, Radio
Set AN/PRC+10 should replace it at the rifle eompany level,

(4) Radio Set AN/PRC-25 proved to be highly reliable and fofmed the
backbone of the communications system:.to subordinate maneuver elements, Thid
radio set is required within the infantry and artillery battalions and at
higher echelons,

(5) Ground/air indentification of units was a continuous problem, Pro=
viding units and organizations down to rifle company level with panels indenti-
fying the company/battalion and parent regiment are recommended, Example of
rifle company A 7 and infantry battalion 1 3, EBEach numeral or letter designa-
tor should bc in black on a white background visible at 1000 ft and each on a
separate panel, It is further recommended that they be of a lighweight material
such a8 nylon that can be folded compactly for ease of carrying, and provided as
a standard supply item,.

(6) Vehicmlar radio equipment must be scheduled for helilift to the CP
site early in the operation to ensure continuous, relisble cammunications with
higher headquarters loeatod at a cinsiderable distanee 'from the objectiva arsa,

Enclosure (h)
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PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE

1. Psychological warfare operations conducted during Operation HARVEST MOON,
080900 Dee to 201700 Pec 1965 consisted of the followings

a. At 101700, with the consent of the District Chief, a talk was given to
group of people (approximately 200) in the QUE SON District Headquarters area,
explaining the reason for the presence of US troopa in Vietnsm. The talk vas
well received.

b. On 11 Dec betwesn 1330 and 1400, 60,000 leaflets 22-65 were dropped in
the area BT 0525-0825-0823~0523 in direct support of a Task Force Delta action
underway sgainst VC main force units in the area.

c. On 12 Des, 30,000 each of two leaflets were dropped which had been made
from a North Vietnamese saptiwe's notes. On the same flight the recorded volce
of the captive was broadcast, speaking the message.

d. On 14 Dec, 75000 leaflets 22-65 were disseminated in the area of BT
0625=0925<0923-0623

e, At 151300H Dec each of three B=52 strike areas hit om 13 and 14 Dec
had 100,000 leaflets SA=1 drppped on them, 100,000 leaflets 22-65 mixed with
50,000 leaflets each of SA=) and 23-65 were dropped from BT 0227 south to BT
0215, while the recorded speeshes of the North Vietnamese ceptive and a
North Vietnsmese rsllier were broadcast, introduced with the Vietnamaesae
National Anthen,

ENCLOSURE (5)

0020330

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SURVEILLANCES
ARTILLERY Confirmed Est imated #
KIA 16 270

#Due to the heavy contact on D day and D plus 1 plus the
fact that most of the luerative targets were fired in support
of ARVN in their area of operation, accurate and immediate on
the ground body counts were impossible. The majority of the

surveillance came from AO's in the air,
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1. Estimate of the Situation Anticipated in Objective Area, - --

a, Current intelligence in the area of operations had indicated
that the 1lst Viet Cong Regiment had returned to its old operating area
in the mountains and valley regions of HIEP DUC, VIET AN and QUE SON
and thus posed a formidible threat to RVN forces in the area. The Viet
Cong had developed a variety of base areas which were scattered throughout
the area of impending operations, This was believed to be a well-developed
complex containing medical facilitiesy training camps; food, weapons and
- ammmnition storage areas; and printing facilities, The population was
considered to be pro-Viet Cong. _

INTELLYGENGE = . T

b, Composition. Units expected to be encountered in the area of
. operations consisted of: . 1

1st VC Regiment
60th Battalion
80th Battalion

90th Battalion
LOOth Arty

70th Battalion .

CHU DUNG Batfaidon

49th Battalisn (?) S

U/I Battalion » . A
D20 Company ’ '

D-21 Company

Units considered to be outside the area of operations but within ieinforo:l.ng
~distance weres .

7th Battalion
A-16 Company
A<19 Company
D-22 Company

¢. Dispositions. See Figure 1.

. d. Combat Effectiveness of Viet Cong Forces in Area of Operations, The
combat effectiveness of the lst Viet Cong Regiment was considered to be good.
Although they had suffered heavy losses in Operation STARLITE, thers were
indications that they had recouped their strength. The recent attack on HIEP
IUC indicated that the regiment was again capable of coordinated action. The area
of operations was well-known to the regiment and the local populace was expected
to support them, No information was available to judge the cambat effectiveness
of other reported units, Their c¢ombat effectiveness was thus considered to be

excellent until proven otherwise, )
SR,
EN (2)
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" e, Probable Courses of Action, Analysis of enemy capabilities resulted '
in the following being published as the enemy's probable courses of action o
in Operation HARVEST MOON: : ' _

(1) Withdraw to mountainous areas while using local force and
guerrilla units to harass and delay friendly forces., '

(2) Defend if engaged and unable to avoid friendly units, breaking
contact and exfiltrating at first opportunity,

" (3) Harass friendly units with small arms, automatic weapons, mortar
and recoilless rifle fire,

L) Conduct ambushes of patrols and maneuvering forces,

2. Viet Cong Strexi_gth _and Situation Act'.\ia‘lu Encountered in Ob,jeétive Area.

a. Prior to the commitment of Marine Corps units in Operation HARVEST MOON, t
11th ARVN Ranger Battalion was believed to have engaged the 70th Battalion on 8
December. The following day, the 1lst Battalion, 5th ARVN Regiment was believed to
have engaged both the 60th and 70th Battalions. These actions took place in the
southeastern sector of the planned area of operations and generally coincided with
the anticipated enemy dispositions., Statemente of captives taken durirg the opera-
tion indicate that the Viet Cong in the area were planning an attack on a District
Headquarters. This would account for VC unit displacements resulting in new loca-
tion and subsequent encounters by ARVN units in the initial phases of the operation,

b. Units Identified.

(1) 519th AA Bn (AKA 195th AA Bn) = Identified as having been in contact
through interrogation of captives, two Ralliers, and translatim of captured
document s, : :

(2) 80th Bn - Identified as having been in contact and in the area o -
operations through the interrogation of one captive, translation of captured “
documents and markings found on captured pack, ‘

(3) 90th Bn - Identified as having been in the area through the transla-
tion of captured documents being processed by the G-2, ICTZ.

(4) 210 Co - Identified as having been in the area of operations by the
translation of captured documents and markings found on captured packs,

(5) T112 Co « Identified as having been in the area of operations by
translation of captured documents,

(1) Infiltration of PAVN Anit-Aircraft Unit. The 519th/195th AA Bnwas
identified as having infiltrated into QUANG-TIN-QUANG-NAM Provinces, The infil-
tration, as reported by 5 captives and 2 Ralliers, began in late June and was
completed by late November or early December. The route was not located exactly,

UNCEXSSiFED™
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but reportedly started in VINH LINH, passed through LAOS, and possibly entered RVN
in the vicinity of KONTUM. The infiltration was accomplished by the echelonment
of three separate companies. They carried their equipment and personal effects
with them as well as a small amount of ammunition.

(2) Q0B of 519th/195th AA Bn. See Figure 2,

(3) DONG LINH Logistics Base. Prior to Operation HARVEST MOON, numerous
reports had been received through various sources from a variety of agents to the
effect that the DONG LINH valley area was a major Viet Cong logistics base. Fol-
lowing a B-52 strike on 12 December; the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines proceeded down -
the valley in a search and destroy mission. In the course of three days in the
valley, thie battalion discovered many of the reported caches wherein considerable
quantiities of materiel were captured and either destroyed or turned over to the
local District Chief for further disposition locally. The importance of the DONG
LINH Logistics Base can be judged om the basis of the amounts and types of materiel
it contained. This involved 45 tons of rice, 11 tons of tea, 3 tons of salt, along
with large stores of fish oil; peanuts, sugar and soup mix; weapons and ammunition
stores including three light machine guns and 34 new CHICOM 7.62mm Moissin-Nagant
Carbines still in preservative grease; a uniform factory with uniforms, a stock of
3800 meters and 4O bolts of material of excellent quality, 3 sewing machines,
15,000 buttons, and bundles of thread,

(L) Location of Viet Cg% Aaaombg Areas. The interrogation of captives
and Ralliers indicate that the h assembled and regrouped at CAQ NGAN
(BT 068268) following the fighting with the ARVN on 9 and 10 December, Interroga-
tion of suspects enlarged upon the picture of CAO NGAN being both an assembly area
and rallying area not oniy for the 519th AA Bn, but also another unidentified bat-
talion size unit. Prisoner interrogations further indicate that AN TRANG (1)
(AT 990259) was the assembly area for the 519th AA Bn following their participation
in the HIEP DUC attack and prior to their deployment to the high round on NUI GIAI
(BT 0427) and NUI CHAP CHAI (BT 0727). It was further determined that AN TRANG (1)
would also be the rally point for the 519th AA Bn.if and/or when exfiltration from
the area of operations was to be effected. - :

(5) Infiltration of North Vietnamese into QUANG NAM=QUANG TIN, I CTZ. Un-
deniable evidence of PAVN infiltration into I CTZ by the ﬂéh?i%ﬁi h Bn was
obtained through the interrogation of prisoners and Ralliers. This infiltration
was accomplished by tactical units in complete secrecy. During interrogation two
captives stated that they had heard that the PAVN 36th Regiment has been infiltrated
into RWN to "replace" the lst Viet Cong Regiment. The presence of the 36th Regiment
is not accepted on the basis of such hearsay. The presence of the 519/195th AA Bn
in the area of operation during Operation HARVEST MOON is accepted. It would appear,

however, that this battalion suffered considerable losses in perscunsl and equipment
as a result of repeated air attaoke.,

(6) Miscellaneous Order of 'Biitiéo

(a) During the interrogation of baptivean several unit designations were
mentioned, The B4th Regiment and the 36th Regiment were both mentioned, however,

, |
Uﬂﬂm (2)
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the captives had no definite intermation and.could only say that they had. "heard"
that these units were in {he QUANG NAM.QUANG TIN area. :

(b) The T202 Co. was reported by the Rallier Lai SO. No information
is held concerning this unit; howsver, the designation "T" has generally been
connected with training units. This Rallier also stated that the AKA for this
unit is "THANH MAI" which is s kncwn AKA for the 80th Bn, An analysis of the
VCC's statement indicates the T202 Co, trained in easterri BINH SON District with
1st VC Regiment, departi.ng thal area on 14 Augg four days prior to Operation
Starlite,

(¢) Captive Nguyen Tung TU claimed to have been from the 3d Co, A11th
Bn, 312th Regt. This battaiion was reported to have the strength of 200 men. The
regiment was reported to {unsist of two battalions; the L1lth and 412th., The
captive was considersd unrellables hewever, it is possible that he had trained '
with elements of the 3L2th i North Viet Nam. A note of interest is the parallel
between knowri PAVN unit designations., There is a confirmed 3412th Division with a
lst Infantry Regiment and a Li2d Heavy Weapons Battalion., There seems to be no

_ correlation between these units and those mentioned by the captive except farthe

similarity in the numeyiczl deaignations,

(d) Although siill speculative, the presence of the 519th AA Battalion
suggests the possibility thav s PAVN regiment has infiltrated or is about to infil.
trate into this area. This spetulaticn i1s supported by the overall ascale of infil-
tration; reports of which contimve to be received,

(7) P yjhalogite]l. Tuinerability of. 512; AA Bn Pe :gg e;° Tne S19th/195th
AA Bn was considered a Luirstive psysar target dus to the recent and repeated air

strikes on their pomitivos, Nguysn Quang AT and Nguyen Van HUNG indicated that

dus to these strikes, Low fuod wupply, no mail, and siockness, the morale was low,

Many others wanted to defest but that they were watched by their nfficers.

Captives were persusded to wiife lstters for leaflet drops and mgke taye regorded .
broadoasts to be played wwwr oiibuine loudspeakers, Other csphives indicated that
thess leaficty were dropped on the target unit and that in one instance the officers
gathered them up ard refuwed Lo lel the men read them, In another instance; they

were ignored, The short terwm rosults of these leaflets cannot be assessed; howevex,
there is every renson to believe Lhat the remnanta of ths 51%th AA Bn eontinues to

be a vulnerable paywar tuxget.

3. Terrain Description.

8o The ares o) operebions wor gensrsily locuted in a flat, cultivated valley
bounded on the norih, wesl snd south by rugged mountaine covered by secondary growth
and intersperasd with tropivel reinforest, The major valley area and the numercus
highland velleys in uand botween the mountains contained terraced paddy and dry orop
areas dottued by lelends ul swlabivelry wooded high ground where are located the houses
and living areas of the losal populace, There are numerous hedgerows which bound and
interweave among the cultivebed fislds and paddies.
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b, Observation and Flelds of Fire. Long range observation and
fields of fire were afforded the Viet Cong over the approaches Iinto
the area of operations from the sast by the high ground dominating
the valley on three sides and the numerous rises of ground across the
entire valley floor,

¢. Cover and Concealment. There was considerable cover and con-
cealment available in the valley area for relatively large units
due to the numeroue pine stands, hedgerows, cane stands and built-up
1living areas on the numerous islands, Long range detection was possi-
ble, however, dus to the barren paddy and dry crop areas which were sub-
ject to excellent observation from the surrounding hill masses,

de Obstacles,

(1) Manmade. The two roads leading west from National Route
1 to QUE SON and VIET AN were effectively interdicted by countless auts
and destroyed bridges over the numerous rivers and streams in the valley,

(2) Natural, The entire valley floor was interlaced with a river
and stream complex which at this time of the year was an effective barrier
to freedom of cross-country movement. The rain further contributed to the
natural obstacles by inundating the great portion of the valley and turning
the rice paddies into effective barriers to easy cross-country foot movement,
The rugged, overgrown hill masses and mountains bordering the valley were
natural obstacles which tended to channelize and restrict movement,

e, Key Terrain Features,

(1) Hi11 280 (BT 0438) and the northern hill maas commanding local
route 82 dominated the northeastern ground approach into the area of
operations,

(2) Hill LL1 (AT 9828) and 445 (AT 9925) deminated the western
extremity of the QUE SON valley and the narrow entrance to the HIEP DUC
valley,

(3) The southern mass of hille running east from VIET AN and
including hill 401 (BT 0427), hill 407 (BT 0727), hill 378 (BT Q526),
hill 330 (BT 1127), hill 434 (BT 092L) and hill 479 (BT 1324) dominated
the -southern approach into the area of operations, VIET AN, the DONG LINH
valley and the area between the QUE SON valley and the SONG CHANG river

valley,
f. Avenues of Approach,

(1) The entire QUE SON valley formed a northeast to southwest
approach into the area of operations,

5 ' |
“NE N ,.n (2)
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(2) The pass between HON NUI TAU and NUI CHOM in the vicinity
of AT 9637 formed an avenue of approach into the western extremity of
the QUE SON valley in the area of operatlons,.

(3) The valley of the SONG LAU past VIET AN formed an avenue
of approach into the southwestern extremity of the QUE SON walley,

(L) The HIEP DUC vallsy formed a western avenue of approach
into the QUE SON valley,

Le Weather

a, Weather in the area of operations consisted of intermittent
rain and overcast skies with corresponding low ceilings., There was no .
variation from the average temperatures for this time of the year,

b. Effects on Fnemy Operations. There was no known adverse
effect of weather on Viet Cong operations, It is assumed that their
cross-country movement was hampered somewhat and hindered the svacu-
ation of their dead and wounded and the resupply of their combat units,
To what degree weather affected Viet Cong operations ‘cannot be determined
-at this time, ] ‘ ‘ : ‘

c. Effects on Priendly Operations, In general, the extended periods
of rain in the objective area restricted our full employment of hell-
copters and close support aircraft, OGround operations were hampered
due to the reduced visibility im the mountains during periods of heavy
overcast and rain, Flooded paddies and swollen streams caused by the
constant rain further hampered ground operations and cross-country

mobility, ‘

: lﬂlmﬂﬁﬂn
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l, Summary of Air Support Opsrations

"Harvest Moon" was planned and put inte sxesution in a very short
time frame and only personnel with a "need to know® yers infoymed of the oper-
ation. In consonance with most ceunterinsurgency opsrations in Vietnam, the
nature of the terrein and enemy activity in the objective area dictated
intensive use of air support from the initial stages of nlanning for the e
operation, A Tactical Area of Responsibiiity (TAOR) (as contsined in Ampx D -
to Operation Order 1«65) was designated for the qpu'utiun and approvel by the
ARVN Commander I Corps. Initial planning included a h iborno assault on D41 -,
by 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines on Objective One (LZ~BT s 0 hill mase '
southwest of the town of Que Son., Subssquent oplu?.io n!.oncd "fix and ;
destroy" operations against the Viet Cong in the akres; as ordcrod, utilieing '
any or all elements of Battalions 2/7, 2 7’1 or 3/3. 'rhe First Marine Adir Wing
was directed to previde air suppert for thy speration, The First Marine Air- \
craft Wing was later augmented %y the helicopter regeurces of HMM~343 dnd .
HMM~261 who have bean under OPCON o{ FIELD FORGES Vl.otn;l, and ﬂ\o Special '
Landing Force, respectively.

{

The operation encompassed & period of uppnximtoly 12 days. An airborne
Direct Alr Suppert Center (DASC), utiliszing a X0-130, was employed frem L-Hour minu:
one on D-Day plus one, through D-Day plus tws when tho Task Force Delta DASC was
set up at Que Son, adjacent te the Command Group, For the remainder of the opsr-
ation the DASC at Que Son (Landshark Brave) contrelled air suppert eperetiens.
Tactical air requeste wers handled by Landshari Brave ever the TAR net as well as
through the Task Force S-3 to the DAsc.

The Logistics Support Area (LSA) at (BT 154=450) served aln as a helicopter
staging area, Aircraft fuel was available en D+2 at the LSA, An element of MAG-16
_epsrations established & helicopter control tesm with the necessary cemmunications
te contrel helicopters in and out of the LSA. This contrel téam was aleg tied in'
te Landshark Brave, the DASC at Que Son, by beth phepe and radie,

After the 1n1tia1 heliberne landings of the three battalions on Dsl and I3,
there were approximately 60 additionil helicepter lifts ef platesn slze er larger,
pPlus the numerous dajly Med Evac, recennaissance, liaison and szaller resupply and
administretion missions, The nature ef the opont.ion dictated minimum time be-
tween planning and execution of these missiens. The majoer pertien ot these 1ifts
were conducted in marginal weatler conditiens with cn:!.lings of 300 t.o 1500 feet
and visibility frem 4 mile te 3 miles. Coupled with the mountaineus terrein and
enemy fire, these weather conditions were extreme \lxi hazardeus for air operatiens, ,‘
Helicopters and fixed wing aircraft were successf 1y employed under: t.hoao '
coenditions, however,

In accordance with First Marine Aircraft wing doctrinq, all o.suult 1lifts i.qt,p
unsecure zones wers praceded ‘by landing zone prep by A4 and Fj attack airereft., =
Helicepter escort and landing zene CAP by AL attack a;rcrl.ft plus ammed UH-1E fire
suppression suppert were alse provided, Weather, as mentioned earlipr, influenced
the effectiveness of air support te a considerable extent and: dictated the ordnance
utilized. Napalm, 20MM rockets and 250 1bs M-8l bombs with Snakeye fins and Daisy
Cutter fusing were empleyed for this lew level work, Normally twe er feur fixed
wing alrcraft were on station continueusly during daylight hours when weather per-
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mitted and eight sircraft weve on 15 minuts ground slert at Dansng and Chu Lai
during darkness and bad weather. A flare plane at Danang and Med Evao helicepters
at the LSA were alse on 15 minute ground alert throughout the ¢ tien. Air
Suppert Radar Teams at both Danang and Chu Lail controlled TPQ-10 missions in the
cbjective area during the periods of darkness, While the ASRT has the capability
of controlling bambing dreps within 500 meters af friendly treops, thers was ne ;
requirement fer TFQ=l0 drops that clese en this epsratien. Four targets in the ‘
ebjactiVe ares wers interdicted by USAF B-52 g reides during the "Harvest :
Moon" gperstion, This required cless aoordi.mtion to insure the safety of ground
troops and aireraft in the vieinity.

. GH=37 helicopters preved invaluable in transpsrting batteries ef etripped ! |
dewn 105 hewitzers and ocarrying cemmunications vans and jeeps inte the ebjective
ares, One stripped down UH=3. waes retrieved by & GH-37, Tws Aruy CH-47'e assisted
in the opsretien by pleking up several other UH=34's forced down by mechanical ;
irouble. Two helicopters wers lost in the "Harvest Moon" opsretien. One UH=3)
forved dewn by mechanical trouble was destroyed by the VG with grenades before a
security ferce could be brought in te pretect it.  The croew was sifely svacuated,
A UH-1E was shot down en & night Med Eva: mission, the pllet was killod and three
crew members wers WIA, _

There were a total of 106 incidents in which helisopters repor'ted being Y"}‘,firmtl
at., Fifty threes aircraft wers hit with ever 160 rounds. A number of these were
.50 caliber rounds, Total casuwelties incurred by aviation persormel wers 1 KIA

and 12 Wi&.

Armed UH-1E helicopters played a vital rele in escorting read conveys frem Chu
lai and anang to the LSA and return, Aleng with Army OlB's, they alse provided
valuable reconnaissancs infcrmation, UH=E pilets provided a valuable seurce for
TAC(A) requii-ementis,

A sunmary of the operation shows that the A=l and F<l aircraft flew a total
of 523 sorties and 710 flight hours during "Harvest Moon, The helicepters flew
9,230 sorties and 3,262 yiight houre. They Lifted 12,177 troops and 638 tons of ‘
cargo., KC~13C aircreft mads three air drcps of 105 and 155 ammunitien totaling .
90,000 poundq and received 10 hits frem smeil arms fire, Ordnance expended included
1058 MK--81/ANM-57 250# bcxmbsg 539 MIwBQ/ANM—aé& 500# bomts, 1‘73 napalm 208 5% Zuni o
rockets, 1529 2,75 FFAR and Lazy Dogs,

2, Problems Encountered

a. Weather was a critical factor in the opsration, Both helicopters and -
~ fixed wing aircraft conduct opsratisns in weather that was béelow safe operating
minimums, At thess lew altitudes and reduced visibility, aircraft were exposed
net enly to the hazards of the terrain, but to excessive asmall arms and sutematic
fire as well. Low altitude operations alse restricted the type ordnance delivered
at lew altitudes could be empleyesd.

b, Heavy Lift Capability was not sdequate for the operation.. While the CH-37
helicopters utilized did an cutstanding job, the opsretion emphasized the need
for a helicepter capable of 1ifting 105 howitzers and downed UH-35's without having
to strip or disassemble them, This is especially true in the case of downed UH-34's
where retrieval time must be minimal to avoid destruction of the aircraft by the
VC. Demonstration of the value of this capability was provided when Army CH-47
helicopters retrieved several HU-34's after only the roter blades were r'emaved&“

2
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‘ g. Air Support communiﬁationgl See Annex C (Air Support) to Operation
Order 1-65, _

h. Coordirating Instructilons.

(1) Communications Center.

(a) See Appendix 2 (Cnyptographic).

(b) Use GMT (ZULU) in 211 date time groups.

(2) Messenger Service,
(a) Helicopter messenger service as required,

(b) Foot und vehicle messengers must be provided with adequate
security prior to deprrture from command posts.

(3) Radio,

(a) Tactical radio c:ll signs in eccordince with reference (a)
and Appendix 3 (Radio Call Sings).

(b) See Appendix 4 (Radio Frequency Employment Chart).
(¢) See Appendix 5 (hsdio Frequency assignment),

(4) Wire.

(a) Internal CP wire systems only until the tactical situation
perwits the installation of trunks,

(b) See Arpendix ¢ (Switchboard Code Names ),

(5) Inteprated Wire/Radio Relay, S8ee Appendix 1 (Radio Relay Plan),

(6) Visual, Sound, Pyrotechnics, See reference(a).

L. ADLINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

a, See Administrative Order 1-65,
b. Resuprly of wire and common use batteries available from LSU.
¢.» Smergency air evacuation of electronic equipment to Porce Logistic

Support Group (DA NANG TACR) as required.

BY COMYAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HENDERSCN

LIl

W.F. DOEHLER ,
Lieutenant Calonel, U,S, Marine Corps
Executive Officer

£ o UNGLASSIFIED
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1 - Radio Relay FPlan

2 « Cryptographic

3 - Radio Call Signs

}, - Radio Frequency Employment Chart

5 - Radio Frequency Assignments

6 - Switchboard Code Names

DISTRIBUTICON: Annex F (Distribx?tion) to
Operation Order 1-65
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APPENDIX 1 (Radic Relay Plan) to Amnex E (Communication-Elaciromics)

to Operation Order 1-65

1 XX

Copy___of __Copies
TASK FORCE DELTA
DA _NANG, RVN
0708003 DEC 1965

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F {Distribution) to
Operation Order 1.65

. . . Balal

BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HENDERSON

Lieutenant Colonéi, T. S. Marine Corps

Executive Officer
UNCLASSIFIED
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“W%‘ﬂ&“ Copy....of___Copies
33245 Tagk Force Delta
DA NANG, RVN
0701008 Dec 1965
Appendix 2 (Cryptographic) to Amnex E (Communication - Electronics) to
Operation Order 165
Ref: Kone
Time 4one: H |
1, CRYPTOGRAPHIC
a, Authentication
(1) KASW60 has been designated as the in-country authenticetion aystem and
will be used on all radio circuijts external to Task force Delta and on
all internal radio circuits guarded or controlled by Task force Dalta,
KAA-60 may be used on all other task force circults,
b, Numersl Codes
(1) KAC-136 is effective for Joint use in plain langusge messages,
¢e Crypto Channels

(1) KAK-2641 is the common on-line SECRET crypto channel for Task Force
Delta and 3rd Marine Division,

BY COMMAND OF BRIGDIER G?NERAL HENDERSON

oy

W.F, DOEHLER
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Msrine Corys
Executive Officer

DISTHIBUTION: Annex ¥ (Distribution) to
Operation Order l-635
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i “SAIFED ® Qv ot Contes

DA NANG, VIETNAM
0701008 Dec 1965

Appendix 3 (Radio Call Signs) to Anmex (Communication-Electronics) to
-“..‘

Operation Order 1-65;]

Ref: None

Time Zone: H

3 Mar Div Monroe
TF Dalta i Murphy
3D Bn 3D Mar Warehouse
2D Bn 7TH Mar Dixie Diper
2u Bn 1ST Mar Glimmer
3D MT Bn Slow Roll
Lisison O/ARVN Regt Monroe Kilo
TACP W/ARVN Regt Monroe Kilo 14
Logistic Spt Unit Ripe Peach Alphsa
DasC Landshuﬂc Bravo
DASC (Airvorne) Landsherk X-Rey
Arty Bn QP Ring Broom

Btry 1/12 Permission Charlie
"E" Biry 2/12 Sunrise Foxtrot
"W* Btry 1/11 Henpecked
"M" Btry 4/11 Ruggles Mike
"C" Co 3D Hdecon Bmn Scat Charlie
Alr Observer Rogemont (Phonetic Suffiy)

BY COMMAND OF BRIGDIER GENERAL HENDERSON

L2\l

w.F. mEHLER
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to Executive Officer

Operstion Order 1-65
531 ~ UNCLASSIFED
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070800H Dec 1965

Appendix 4 (Radio Frequency Employment Chart) to Annex E (Communication-

Electronics) to Operation Order 1-65.

Ref; None

Tive Zone: H

Cogla no____ of___ copies
‘THgPForce Delta
DA NANG, RVN

1EGEND:

C -- Net Control

COLUMN

X Guard

0 - When Directed

SEC

Y Copy

R - As Required

CIRCUIT
DESIGNATOR

FRI

L ~ Listen

Brnission Symbol.
0,141
3A3J
3A7J
36F3
6A3
\9B

ME OO T
TITIRE

CIRCUIT

FREQUENCY
EM PRI  SEC

UNIT CALL SICN

RLL 3925

L3.T

1

D-27

D-208
D-231
D95
TE AirChs/Apty KirSnotD-181
D20
D-15

D-20

D-L

Tacd#l
—3d Bn, 23 Mor Taci#l
2d Br

5 3dMor

» 7th Mar Tac#i

24 Bn, 7th Mar Tac#2 n.n20o

2d Bpn,1st Mor Tac

TADA1

Div_Tac#i
Div Tac#?
TF Tac
IF Cmd
24 Rn:

-

3145

35.7

338L
BA . 3217

461

L5°9

BA

0 » 1
Ba

1Q

11

e 38,

L5.6:

D-

12
13
1k
15
16
17
18
19
2C
21

W55
W=L5Q
W=LED

2

TATC

325:.0
273.8
326:6
236.2

B ___ 4631

312.0

E

s

452

ey 5l

by

De2i9

Arty Gro Czd/Fd

8630 NGF Control

2196 TAR
1Z Contrcl

5

L9.23
38.2

7995

D48

L301

B
B

D-39

D3
D-16

SFC Spot

5120

322L

262.2

D-300__D=307

D-3L3

D-59

22
23

\{

318.6

: A:".J_' Spot

24

&)

D-37

wSistics

«
L

IS oad

EST

3095

LS,
5069

IF Delta MURPHY

ol BA

Y]
o

Liaison O/ARVN Rept MONRQE KILO

Tos
[adle)

bol o} w*

o O ol n

A REE
ko [

3d Bn, 3d Mar (-~
2d Bn, Tth Mar

2d Bn, 1st Mar (SLF) GLIMVER

Arty Bn Grp RING BROOM

0

0| Fo pO O

Logistic Spt Unit CH ALPHA
3d MT Bn (=) ~SLOW BOLL

DASC _LANDQHARK _BRAVOQ

l¢] e}

DASC (Airborme) __LANDSHARK X-RAY
NGF Spot Team MURPHY 26C

Bl
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BEY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HENDERSCN

N
.ZL/ // /‘L/LZI/
W.F. DOEHLER
Lieutenant Colonel; U.5. M.rime Corps

Executive Officer

DISTRINUTICN: Annex F (Jistribution) to
Operat.ion Order 1-65
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. Wagk ¥orce Uelis
4 NANG, RVE
07090CH Dec 1965
Appendix © {Radio Frequency Assignment) tc Annex E (Communications= Electronics)
to Operstion Order 1-65,
fef:  None

Time Zone: H

Baaic Frequensy Asalcoment.

EMISSION SYMBOL EMISSION SYMBOL
0. 141 A 363 D
3437 B 647 .|
AA7d C 6A9B F
Net frequency Designator Emission Power
Div Tac #1 {(P) 3925 D.27 BA 560
(S) 2244 D=y BA 500
Div Tac #2 (P) 43,1 D-208 D 16
Teuk Forze Cmd 4725 D295 BA 260
Task Force Tac 45, D.231 D 16
Task Force LSU Cmd 7843 D59 BA 200
MP Cmd 3695 D.89 BA 200
~onvoy Gontrol 40.0 Do191 D 16
2. Maval Gunfire.
NGF Control (P) 4301 D-30 B 100
(8) 8630 D68 B 100
S¥C Spot (1) 3224 D-16 B 100
(3) 5120 D=39 B 100
SPPP Taral LR 6 D.243 D 16
NGF Air Spot (P) 262.2 D~300 E 10
(8) 318,6 D307 k 16

© MERASSIFIED
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el o

actical Air Netg.
TAR # 1 (P) 7995
(S) 2196
TAD #1 (Red) 312.0
#2 (Green) 325.0
TATC £36.2
TAC {P) L&3-
(8) 5270
TFAO; ArtyAirSpot 38.7
o Helizopter Netis.
HST Lgb 5069
LL Control 49.8
HD # 1 (Maroon) 273.8
# 2 (Black) 326,6
5, 24.Bpn lsy Marines.
B Tac #1 (P) 41,1
#2 (8) 45.6
81 Mort. 7 of F L2.6
So & Tag 514
Co F Tac 49, &
Vo @ Tac 52.6
Gy H Tac 51,6
TACP Lozat 41.8

6, 3G Bn 3d Msrines.

Bn Te: #1 3384
B Tac #2 42,9
8L Mgrt C of ¥ Ly 4

DECLASSIFIED

Welt51 B 500
Wl 52 B 500
Wali55 E 25
Welt56 E 25
Weit53

Walt5l

D-.181 D 16
D37 B 100
D249 ' D 1
Woli5g E 25
W-482 E 25
M=30

M=38

M=37

M-39

Mol

Moll

M-42

M-33

D20 BA 100
D206 D 16
D-219 D 16

da INCERSSHFIE

DECLASSIFIED
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106 AR Cmd 5,6

Co I Tac 4.4

Co X Tac 52.b4

Co L Tac 47,6

Co M Tac 54,8

TACP Local 45,2

7, 24 Bn 17th Mariges.

Bn Tac #1 3217

Bn Tac #2 L6,1

2. Mort C of F k3.2

106 HR Cmd ko,2

Co E Tac L34

Go F Tac 41,1

8o G Tac 45,1

Co H Tac 41,2

TACP Local 4509

8. Artillery.

arty Bn Grp Cmd/¥D, 38.2

6 Btry 122 C of ¥ (P) 27,3
(8) 29,7

F Btry 2/12 C of ¥ (P) 37.4

"W* Btry 1/11 Cof F 27.7

M Biry 4/11 C of ¥ (P) 35.1
(8) 27,2

s

DECLASSIFIED

D228
D-275
D262
D240
D-273

Da225

D-15

D232
D=209
D-193
D.211
D277
D224
D276

D231

D.133
D.148
D-177
M-26

D=155

D-132

E .5-3

DECLASSIFIED

D 16
D 1
D 1
D 1
D 1
D 16
BA 100
D 16
D 16
D 16
D 1
D 1
D 1
D 1
D 16
D 16
D 16
D 16
D 16
D 16
D 16
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3d_Motor Transport Battalion.
Bn Cmd 52,4 D262 D 16
Bn Control Lo,6 D196 D : 16
10, Heconnaissance.
C Co, Omd (P) 3862 D-25 BA 200
(s) 51,0 D-255 D 16

BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER(?GE!E}RAL HERDERSON

\ .
! o
4%{&515/ bei o

Lieutenant Colonel, U, S. Marine Corps
Executive Officer

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to
Operation Order 1-65
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Copy no, ____of ____ copies
Task Force Delta

DA NANG, RVN

070800H Dec 1965

Appendix 6 (Switelboard Code Names) to Ammex B (Communications-Electronics) to

Operation Order 1-65

Ref: Nongn'
Time Zone: K
3d Mar Div

TF Delta

3d Bn, 3d Mar
2d Bpn, 7th Mor
2d Bn, 1st Mar
3d MT Bn
Lopistic Spt Unit
DASC

Prov Arty Bn

C Btry 1/12

F Btry 2/12

W Btry 1/11

M Btry 4/11

SHOVE

PINCH HITTER
SWAIN

FATSTUFF

TBA

YAGHT

PANHANDLE ALFA
DEVESTATE BRAVO
PINCH HITTER 24
GOOSE CHARLIE
WAGON MASTER FOXTROT
TBA.

PLA1D MIKE

BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HENDERSON

¢£:2262525z245243’
W.F, DOEHL.ER
Lieutenant Colonel, U, S, Marine Corps

Executive Officer

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to

Operation Order 1-65

E-6-1
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Copy no__ _of____copies
Task Force Delta
DA NANG, RVN
070800H Dec 1965
Annex F (Distribution) to Operation Order 1-65
Tine Zone: H
COMUS MaC V
FMFYAC
III MAF
I CORFS
3d MAR DIV ‘ 1
FHAW
ADC CMD GRP, CHU ILAIL
3d MARINES
Lth MARLNES
‘Ith MARINBS
9th MARINES
11th MARINES
12th MiRINES
2d BN, 7th MARINES
3d BN, 3d MARINES

SLF, BLT 2/1

- T EC RN ' STREE S I ST SRR ST SR R A

PROV ARTY BN
€O D, 3d RECON BN 1
€O G, 3d ENGR BN 1
LOGISTIC SUPIORT UNIT 3
3d MI' BN 3
FILE 10

TOTAL 9L
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W.F. DOEHLER
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S, Marine Corps

Executive Officer
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- = . HEADQUARTERS .  Copy _<¢) of = coples.
- mssmm S TASK FORCE DELTA ‘Hq, TASK FORCE DELTA -
" 3d Marine Division (-), PMF DANANG, RUN ,

.28 December 1965
Serial No: 00176

Frem: Commanding General, Task Force Delta

To: Commander, U. S. Military Assistance Command Vietnam (Attn: J321),
APO U. 5, Porces 9623 ,

Via: (1) CGommanding Genersl, 3d Marine Division, FMF
(2) Commanding General, III MAF

Subj: After Action Report, Operation HARVEST MOON
Ref: (a) MACV Directive 335-8%, dtd 1 Jul 65

Encl: (1) Artillery
(2) Intelligence
(3) Air Support
(4) Communications
(5) Psychological Warfare
(6) Administrative Matters Qict mc\vu)
27) Daily Operation Overlays :
8) Letter from Citizens of Que Son

1. NAME OF THE OFERATION. Operation HARVEST MOON, was & search, fix, and
destroy operation in coordination and conjunction with elements of the 2d

Division, I Corps, ARVN, in the QUE SON - VIET AN - HIEP DUC Valley complex,

2. DATE OF OPERATION, O8060(H to 202130H December 1965.

3, LOCATION. The QUE SON = VIET AN - HIEP DUC Valley complex in QUANG
NAM and QUANG TIN Provinces betwsen the DA RANG and CHU LAI enclaves
encompassed by grid coordinates BT 100510, BT 960390, BT £70290; BT 900250,
BT 040210, BT 280250; AMS Series L701 1:50,000 Shests 6657 I apd IV, 6658
‘Ilend III. ~ . - . - | - o

L. COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, Headquarters, Task Force Delta.

5. REPORTING OFPICER. ‘Brigadier General J. M. PLATT, Gommanding Generel;
Task Force Delta. ‘ o S :

6. TASK CRGANIZATION.

Commander Task Force Delta. . ' . . Prig Gen HENDERSON
‘ ‘ ' 8 Dec = 10 Dec

Brig Gen PLATT
wisirn AL i) YEAD {TER LS .
DOWHGRADED AT 3YEAR INTER/A 10 Dec - 20 Dec

3 DOD DIR 520010 ~ % \gﬁﬁ "PP" ? ? "éé B
0026330 .
MACV S '()() ' g I—ll 66 ( | WBMIED
IR EACL 4
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Cmpos:lto Comm Plt
Det Hqs Co, Hgs Bn
Plat MP Co, Hgs Bn

A Bn, 7th Marines (=) Rein LtCol UTTER

Co H, 2d Bn, 9th Marines (13«1Dec)
2d Plat, Co C, 3d Bngr Bn
HST, Co A, 3d SP Bn

3d Bn, 3d Marines 5-5 Rein LtCol DORSEY III
o L, 3d Bn, 3d Marines - '
Co E, 2d Bn, 9th Marines ‘
Co G, 2d Bn, 4th Marines (15+19Dec)
Co G, 2d Bn, 9th Marines
4th Plat, Co C, 3d Engr Bn
HST, Co Kk, 34 SP Bn .

BLT 2/1. (Special Landing Forge LtCol HANIFIN

Provisional Arty Bn. _ _ LtCel SNYDER
Det Hq Btry, 12th Marines

Btry A, 1lst Bn, 11th Marines
Btry F, 2d Bn, 12th Marines

Btry L, 4th Bn; 12th Marines
Btry M, 4th Bn, 11th Marinés

Co € (~), 3d Recon Bn o : , Capt REVELL
vCompos'.lto co (=), 34 BngrBn R Capt O'LAUGHLIN
Loglstio Support Bnit . - . Maj GENSTEAD

A Co s 3d Shore Party Bn ;. - . . . _ ‘

Det, Apmo Co, FLSU

Det, Ration Coy FLSU -

‘Det, EOD, FLSU -

Clearing Plat (=) (Roirl) » 3d Med Bn
Det;, 34 EngrBn = -

Det, 1st Bridge Plat, 7th Engr Bn
Dot, MABS 36, MAG 356 (TAFDS)

3d MT Bn (Rein) Haj_ BAKER

Co H, 2d Bn, 9th Marines (12 Dec security LSU) | Gapt GORMIEY
Co D, lat Bn, 3d Marines Capt SPENCE
Co D, 1st Bn, lst Marines o . ) Capt MILLER

Plat, Mortar Btry, lst Bn, 12th Marines

Plat, Mortar Btry, lst Bn, 11th Marines

o UNCIASSIRED
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7. SUPPORTING FORCES.

a. 1lst Bn, 7th Marines; convoy security from Chu Lai enclave,
b, Marine Air,

(1) MAG 16
VMO- 2
HMM - 361
HMM - 263
HMM - 161

(2), MAG 12

. VMA - 220
VMA - 223 -
VA - 214 .
™A - 211

(3) MAG 36
VMO - 6
M - 362
HMM - 364
HMM - 363

(4) MAG 11
VMFA - 323
VMFA - 115
VMCI - 1

(5) HMM 261, Special Landing Force
VMGR 152

c. USAF
(1) Strategic Air Command (B-52 strikes)

(2) 4th Air Commando (Flare planes)

d., Ammy Air Units
1st Cav Div (Hele-lift of downed H-3i4)

e. Regional Forces

2d Recon Co, 529th; ARVN
RF Co, QUE SON
RF Co, THIEN PHYOC

8. INTELLIGENCE, See Enclosure (2).

9. MISSION, Commencing D-Day Task Force Delta in coordination with ,
participating ARVN forces fix and destroy organized VC elements in the QUE .
.SON = VIET AN - HIEP DUC Valley complex, The operatien was essentially a

spoiling attack to prevent the Viet Cong fram .their anneunced ob} ective of .

"3 . , [N "3‘ : .

-— .
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‘ capturing QUE SON, .The operation was alsa to-hava eliminated YC forces that have

isolated the ARVN:outpost at VIET AN, permitting ARVN to reestablish lines of
communications, : .

10. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS.

a, '‘General. Task Force Delia. consisting of three Marine infantry
Battalio__a?xns, cluding BLT 2/1, the infantry element of the Special Landing
Force, Tth Fleet (SLF),-and other supporiing 34 Nar Biv elements, in coordi-
nation with an ARVN Regiment, conducted a three -stage searsh and destroy
operation in the QUE SON - VIET AN - HIEP DUC Valley complex. Marine logis-
tic support was staged from a combat established logistic support ares in the
tvicinity of HUONG XUAN,

b, Definition of Stages,

(1) Stage I, Period D=1 and D-Day, D-1 ARVN forces conducted search
and clear mission in the vieinity of THANG BINH. " On D-Day ARVN forceas ‘
crossed LD at 0500 H and proceeded generally southwest along Route 35 to .
vineinity Phase Line A, Btry M, 4th Bn, 11th Marines, with qne rifle platoon
from 2/7, moved by motor march from CHU LAI enclave to vicinity of THANG
BINH to provide artillery fire support for ARVN forces in vicinity of Phase
Line B, 2d Bn, 7th Marines motor marched from CHU LAl to vieinity TAM KY.

(2) Stage I1. Period D+l to D+10, ARVN forces were to establish and
maintain contact with enemy force, 2d Bn, 7th Marines was to be helo-lifted on
D+1 to vicinity Objective 1, seize objective and then be prepared to move out
to seek and destroy the enemy as ordered. On D+l all other elements of
task force except the SLF were to move from DA NANG enclave to either the
THANG BINH or QUE SON complex. Btry M, 4th Bn, 1llth Marines was to continue
to support from position at THANG BINH. 34 Bn, 3d Marines and SLF were to
be prepared for immediate commitment to objective arpa on order. Logistic
Support Unit supported this force from D+l to D+#10 frdm LSA vicinity HUONG
YIAN, Force Command Group, Prov Arty Bn (-), Recon Cg (-) bases at QUE SON
on D+l. No major displacement of this element, with the exception of the ‘
Reconnaissance Co (-), was coptemplated prior to D+10,

(3) Stage III. D*1i to D¢12, All elements of Task Force Delta
withdraw by helo/foot/motor march to their respective enclaves, LSA
transfers surplus supplies to FLSG control in enclave. Operation HARVEST
MOON was scheduled to terminate on D¥l2. C '

'11. EXECUTION.

a, During the first few days of December the G-2 Section, 3d Marine
Division developed information that indicated the presencs of the lst Viet
Cong Regiment in the QUE SON = VIET AN - HIRP DUC Valley complex. On
s December the Commanding General III MAF met with the Commanding General .

I Corps; both concurred in the intelligence indications and the necessity
to launch a sizeable attack in that area to destroy, disrupt, and impede
whatever progress had been made by the 1lst Viet Cong Regiment in establish-
ing an area of operations, '

b. The following day Task Porce Delta was formed. The major elements

4 UNCLASSIFIED
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consisted of the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines, the 3d Battalion, 34 Marines

who had been alerted and predesignated for such ops rations by 3d Marine
Division contingency plans. A provisiomal artillery battalion was formed

from elements of the 11th Marines and the 12th Marines. Additionally, plans
called for the employment of BLT 2/1, Special Landing Force, (SLF) to partlei-
pate as Task Force Delta's reserve. Logistic 'support was to be provided by a
Logistics Support Unit to be established in ths objective ares, <

c. The Task Force Delta staff was formed on 5 December from personnel
within the 3d Marine Division. Planning commenced on 5 Decemder in conjune-
tion with the 24 Division, I Corpp, ARVN., On 7 December plans and orders
were completed and lssued, ' , 4 ‘

1

d., Operations D-Day. 8 Deqdbdr.

(1) Task Force Delta commenced apsratibn FARVEST MOON when 24
Battalion, 7th Marines departed CHU LAI enclavs at OS)I500H via motor march and
closed assembly area vicinity TAM KY BT 3025 at O81530H, The battallion
established defensive positions and prapared for helicopter 1lift into
objective area on order, Btry M, 4th Battallon, 11th Marines departed DA NANG
enclave as planned and was positioned (BT 1541) for action by O81445H. No
contact was established, The 5th ARVN Regiment: consisting of the lst Bat-
talion 5th Regiment and the 1lth Rangsr Batialipn advanced southwest on an
axis parallel to and south of the SONG LY LY. At 081330 at vieinity (BT 093L)
the 11th Rangers came under heavy fire from an estimated VC Battalion. The
Rangers withdrew to vicinity (BT 1235) and were reinforced in the late after-
noon by the lst Battalion, 6th Regiment, ARVN transported by Marine heljcopters
from TAM KY. At 1600H 11th Rangers had reorganized and were in position with
1st Battalion, 6th Regiment, ARVN, o '

e. Operations D¥l, 9 Decgmbon

(1) On D#l, 9 December, 2d Battalion, 7th Marines helolifted frem
vieinity TAM KY to BT 016318 to threaten the flank and rear of units that
made contact with the 5th ARVN Regiment on D-Day. The 1lift was completed . ;
at 1335H. By 1755H the Battalion C.P. Group, ‘Companies E and H had agvanced.

‘through objective A, BT 030315, and had secured objective B, BT 050315,
Compamisss G and F followed in trace from the landing zone, By darkness D+ll

Companiee G and F cccupied and defended objective A while Companies ¥ and -
H held objective B, ' ‘ . :

. (2) The 3d Battalion; 3d Marines commenced their motor march frem
the DA NANG enclave at 0500, Lead elements arrived in the LSA vicinity '
HUONG XUAN at 1030H, At 1L00H the battalion helolifted to BT 144306 to
reinforce the 1lst Battalion, 5th Regiment, ARVN some 2,500 meters to the
northwest. At 1500H the battalion with Compasyy L and 2 platoons of E
advanced toward Hill 43 BT 122321, At 1530H Company L moving northwest

made contact. Movement continued, At 1645H the battallion turned to

move toward Hill 43. At 1700 the battalion came under heavy fire frem an
estimated 200 Viet Cong supported by mortars and machine guns. The firefight
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lasted until 1830H, Periodic small arme fire continued until 2030H, Night
defensive positions were establighed in the vieimity of BT 122316, Company
G and one platoon of E established night defensive positions on Hill 43

BT 122321,

(3) Initial umits of the ISU arrived at HUONG YUAN and commenced
operations of logistic support of Task Force Delta.

(4) Task Force Delta command group "B helolifted from DA NANG to
HUONG XUAN to QUE SON BT 042347. By midmorning contsct had been established
vith the principel elements of the Task Foroce, The Command Group “C*
proceeded to HUONG XUAN by motor march with the 34 Battalien, 3d Marines
and joined the command group at QUE SON in midaftermoon after being helolifted
from HUONG XUAN. BIT 2/1 (SLF) was alerted and permission received to ccmmit
two oompanies and the command group of BLT 2/1 in support of Task Force Delta
operations aghore. The two remaining companies were not available but were to
be landed upon arrival in the Objective Area. :

f. Operstione D2, 10 Deceuber. ®

(1) At 0945H Company F (=), BLT 2/1 and elements of Command Group "A®
were helolifted to BT 071293 and came under hsavy small arms and mortar fire,
The remaining elements ef Company F and Company G wers landed via helicopter
from the USS Valley Forge at BT 067304, Company G, BIT 2/1, snd Company E,
24 Battalion, 7th Marines covered the withdrawel of Company F (-) from the
initial landing zome. By 1900H enemy contast was broken, Companies F and .
G, BLT 2/1, and Company E, 2d Battalion, 7th Marines had consolidated into
& battalion perimeter defense from coordinates BT 076302 to BT 079302 by 110300H.

_ (2) The 2d Battalion, 7th Marines continued their advance from objec-
tives A and B to objective C BT 082325, During the advance the battalion met
. light resistance. At approximately 1515H Co E junctured with Co F, BLT
~ '2/1, end commenced a coordinated attack on Viet Cong elements in the vicinity
. ofBT 078292, At 1610H Company H had secured Objective G; At 1650H the. L ‘
.. battalion-gemmand group and Companies F and G wers 600 meters from Objective . .
C dnd closed shortly thereafter, o R ‘ o :

(3) At 0645H 3d Battalion, 3d Marines crossed the LOD in their advance
to Hill 43, BT 123321, At 1300 the battalion had secured Hill 43 and had
established defensive positions there, At 1400H the battalion was ordered
to Objective C to juncture with the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines. By 1535H the
battalion was located at BY 095330 proceeding toward Objective C, By 1730H
the battalion had closed Objective C and had established night defenmsive positions
in conjunction with elements of 2d Battalion, 7th Marines.

(4) Gompany C (~), 3d Reconnsissance Battalion arrived in QUE SON
the evening of the 9th. On 10 December the Company patrolled approximately
2,500 meters south of QUE SON and received occasional small arms fire during
the patrol,

(5) The ISU became fully operational and provided logistie support
via helicopter for the elements of the Task Force.
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(6) Companies E and H, BIT 2/1 conducted an at sea transfer from the USS
Montrose to the USS Valley Forge in preparation for helolift into the cbjective
area on 11 December,

g. Overations D+3, 1) December.

(1) BLT 2/1 prepared to receive Compaiies B and B for a planned advance
south, Compinies E and H were lifted into vicinity BT 0930 from USS Vallyy
Forge, BLT 2/1, after arrival of Companies E and H, commenced their advarice
s9oubh by 1800H the units dispositions were; Companies E and G consolidated .
from BT 085285, to BT 087285, Campany F BT 082287, Company H BT 075256, The
BLT had met light to mederate Viet Cong resistance.

(2) At approximately 0630H 24 Batto.non, 7%h Marines advanced from
Objective C with Companfies E, G, and H to the scéth to limk-up with
Companies E and G of BIT 2/1° it s phroximately 1000H the over land jJuncture
wvas accomplished in the vieinity BT 097301, Cosipany F, and 8lmm mortars and
106 recoiless rifles were helolifted from Objestive B to Objective C.

The Battalion then advanced Company H south in an assault of Hill /.07, RH
0727ty 111830H the leading elements were:at the top of Hilli407, it
ocmpany closed shortly:therdifter and eomsclidmted for the night, conpanios
E and G with the Battalion CP were disposed in a perigeter defense for

the night at ET 067302 to BT 068302 to BT 064299 to 064304, Company F
and 8lmm mortars and 106 recoilless rifles rekained on Objootive G in coore
dinated defense with 3d Battalion, 3d Ma.rinu. o

(3) The 34 Battal:l.on, '3d Marines oocu,piod Objoctivo c and pa.trplled |
1800 2000 meters to the west and 1,000 meters to the east. An extensive
" tunnel and cave system was found in viciuty Objective C, BT 076323 and BT
083325, The system included areas large areas large enough to house 75 .
people and included cooking and veﬂ;ihtion vents. Y;hoao CaAVes were uarchod
in detail and destroyed. ,

L (4) The Task Force CP continuod to operste from QUE SON. TPQ air
atrﬁos by Marins aircraft were planned and conducted during the night on
targets; BT 098275, BT 106275, BT 104270, BT 125280; BT 135280, BT 082227,
Targets were suspected assembly and atorngo areas L and unit locations.

ho Qurgtiogg _Itg 1& mo

(1) At 1900H BLT 2/1 commenced advance southwest through grid
squares BT 0828 and 0927. A defensive position vieinity BT 113277 to
BT 106272 was established that evening,

(2) Previous plans to helolift the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines
pere cancelled due to bad weather in the battalions location. At 1335H the
piseion was modified and the battalion directed to gcoupy an area vicinity
of BT 045292, Hill 106, Company F moved from Objsetivo C and joined the Bat-
telion at 1550H., The battalion :dvumg overland in tactical colwmn to Hill'106;
the leading elements arriving at 1735H, The remaining elements closing at 1830H,
Night defensive positions were esteblished for Companies B, F, and G in the
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.U ] u: mz,sm. The battalion CP was located at BT 047294. Oompany K o=
mained at Hill 407, BT 077276,

(3) At 120730H the first of an eventual series of four B-52 strikes
ocourred, This strike hit a reported VC bagse area in the valley SE ef Hill 330
(BT 0925-1227~1326=112/). Considered noteworthy in this strike was the timing
and coverage. Immedistely after the first strike, three additional strikes were
planned by G-3 USMACV and CG Task Force Delta based on current intelligence.
During this planning;, CG TFD was informed that 1000 meters was the defleotion
pafety distance for friendly troops. -

(4) The 3d Battalien, 3d Marines were helolifted from vicinity Objective

C commencing approximately 0900H to landing zone BT 145285 with the assigned mis-
gion of searching and destroying to the sputh’in the velley BT 1328 and BT 1125
and to provide damage surveillance of the B=52 SAC strike conducted between 0705H
and 0730H 12December, At 1005H the leading elements had arrived and secured the

- landing sone vicinity BT 145285. The remaining elements were all landed by 1015H.
At approximately 1115H Companies L and G advanced on either side of the valley. At :
1400H Company L had secured Hill 100 BT 1228, ' Company G came under heavy small ’
arns and mortar fire at the base of Hill 180 BT 1327, Air and artillery strikes
were called in support but Company G could not advance due to axf upfordable river.
The Company retracted and helolifted to Hill 180 commencing 1650H, The lift wes
supported by air preparation of the hill and completed at 1725E, During the after-
poon the 23 Reconnaissance Company, 529th ARVN, junctured with the Battalion and
conducted patrols and established outposts to the south and east. By darkness
Companies L and G established defensive poaitions on Hills 100 and 180 respectiv-
ely, the remaining units established defenzive positions in conjunction with the
Battalion CP,

1. Operationp D+3, 13 December.

(1) At spproximately 130400H a message was received from 3dMarDiv with
information that the B=52 strike requested for that day would ocour at BT 0623
0625=0925=0923, The message alsc directed that no friendly troops be within
3000 meters of the strike zone, This necessitated the withdravalef all friend- .
ly troops to the north of grid line 28 and postponement of a planned helicopter
1ift of a mortar platoon and troops to the top of hill 407, The withdrawal of
troops was completed by approximately 0815H,

(2) At 130440H, 2/1 was ordered to withdraw to north of grid line 28
because of the scheduled B=52 strike. At 1015H the BLT was ordered to continue
their search and destroy mission to the south and to advance commencing 1300H,
By 1800H the BLT was disposed from BT 100267 te BT 109273, There had been no
enemy contact except that Company H had apprshended eight (8) Viet Cong dres-
sed as women on Hill 330 BT 1127, The BLT had advanced slowly over rough
terrain across a 2,000 meter fromt,

(3) At 1130H 2d Battalion, 7th Marines conducted & heliborne assault
from BT 043291 to secure Hill 185 BT 0228, Company H, early D+5 was moved
north of east-west grid line 28 in preparation for B-52 strike, At 1015H
Company H commenced movement to Hill 407 Bt 0727 to secure position for one
platoon of 4.2 mortars sited for fire support of operatioms further to south
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Uﬁin §§ EED mass, At approzimately 1420H the battalion was disposed from BT

~

029288 to BY 031283 with Company F at BT 029288 prepared to advance to Hill 185,
w&n&gm_ﬁmn%“ the battalion remained at
previous nightis battalion CP location,prepared to reinforce, At 1610H the bat-
talion was ordered to advance mouth to VIET AN BT 0226, At 1940H the lead ele-~

ments reached VIET AN, the remaining elemsnts closed shortly thereafter and
established defensive poeitions, The Battalion met light resistance during the

dq.

(4) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines sontinued the search of the valley and
the entrance to the valley, Many caves were found throughout the valley area,
At BT 127277 cavet weres found containing eets;: tBankéts; and medical supplies,
At 1700H the battalion located caves containing sewing machines, large quantities
of medical supplieg, large quantities of uniform material, flash light batteries,
ball point pens, and documents. At darkness the search ended, units established
positions for the night. The battalion CP was located at Hill 100 BT 129286,

J. Operations Di6, 14 December.

(1) BLT 2/1 continued their advance south over Hill 370 BT 0926 toward
TRUNG LAM (3) in vieinity BT 0925, The battalion received occasional small arms
fire. Extremely rough terrain necessiteted cutting through dense jungle growth,
&t 1830H the BLT established a perimeter defemse in viecinity BT 074240, The bat-
talion was direeted to provide damage surveillance of the B-52 strike zome in its
ares of operations, but because of rough terrain, bad weather, and time limitations
wap able to sesrch only the east quarter of the strike gone during this and the
next day. ‘

(2) The 2d Battalion, 7th Marines executed & heliborme assault to the
high ground vieinity BT 0023 in an effort {o block along a reported Viet Cong
ferry site on the SONG CHANG, At 1125H the battalion reported no fire from the
landing zone; however, helicopters were receiving 50 Cal MG fire from vicinity

- of AT 994222, Alr end 8lmm wortars were directed at the MG locatlon with excellent

results., At 1430H the front line positions were reported from AT 999233 to BT
002223. At 1440H & mortar platoon of 1/12 was laid and reedy to fire at BT 999232,
The battalion dispatched one unit to securs the ferry crossing at thes suspected
location AT 993221, The bsttalion CP with Company F and Company H, 2d Battalion
9th Marines aomsolidated and defended for the night et BT 000232, Company G
established defensive positions at BT 002232,

(3) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines continued the advance through the valley
to the southwest. Again found many caves, and located an absndoned guerrilla
base camp at BT 133274, From BT 131274 to BT 131265 the battalion found surgical
uniforms, ID cards and bandages, At BT 129270 found 1300 lbs of rice. Additionally
large quantities of salt, gasoline and 3 sewing machines were found, At BT 119265
in the area hit by B-52's, the battalion found 12 bodies with cartridge belts, gren-
ades and a Russian carbine. At 1554 the battalion had searched to BT 115253,

k. Operationp D+7, 1% December.

(1) BIT 2/i continued search and destroy opsrations. Platoon patrols
searched in the following areas: Company B, BT 0624; Company G, BT 0623; Company K,
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BT 0723, The patrols encountered many tunnels and occasional Viet Cong suspeots in
caves., DBy evening the BLT had consolidated for the night in the following positions;
Company B, from BT 066242 to BT 0692433 Company F, from BT 069243 to BT 069238; Com~-
pany G, from BT 069238 to BT 066237; Company H, from BT Q06237 to BT 066242,

(2) The 2d Battalion, 7th Marines remained in the f.n-y site area and con-
ducted patrols in and arewsd that area, Company F patrolled in an area AT 985227
to AT 986230 southweal to grid line 23 and scuth to the river, Company H, 2d
Battalion, 9th Marines patrclled from the river BT 000218 to BT 000227 to BT 024220
and gouth to the northern edge of the SONG CHANG and morthwest along the river,
Company H rejoined the battalion at 1330H and remained with the battalion and
Company G at BT 024220, At 1630H the ferry site was located at AT 993221 by Company
F who disposed to ogoupy and control the site, By darkness Companies F and H, 24
Battalion, 9th Marines had established defensive positicons in conjunction with
their CPs located at AT 996219 end BT 003218 respestively. The remaining Companies
oatﬁbnshod night dsfensive positions in eonjumttqn vlth the battalion CP at BT
001232,

(3) The 3d Battalicn, 3d Marines montinued their search of PHUOC HA .
Villoy area finding several weapons including three TSMG's and one BAR and four
dead at BT 143280, At 1100H shortly after finding the above weapons and bodies
the battalion made contact et BT 144283 with the ememy who employed 60mm and 8lmm
mortars, Shortly thereafter, 1ll4H, Company G reseiwsd smell arms fire in the
vieinity BT 145279, Artillery fire was directed againat the area and a platoon
dispatched to search ths area, The fire was believed to be diversionary to
detract from the search area whers wsapons were found, At 1330H BT 1,2289 Company
G found one cloth pullover gas mask, At 1500H Company G, 24 Battalion; 4th Marines
arrived at the battalion CP and came under OPCOR of the 3d Battalion, 3d Marimes,
Additionally the battalisn found larges quantities of riece, fish oll; and 5,000
meters of communications wire, By derkness the bLattalion es§ablished defensive

positions,

1o D48, A6 December,

(1) At 0850H as BIT 2/1 contimued thair mearch netély Saiipa 3 ”M‘lnn, ‘
3d Marines, they received sporadis small amms fire from coordimstes BT 093233,

At 1I30H the battalion made and maintsined contect at BT 110240 with an estimated
40 to 50 Viet Cong, By midafternoon the Viet Cong Company broke sontact and with=
drew, DBy evening the battalion established defensive positions as follows: Com-~

pany E, BT 105239 to BT 108239; Company G, BT 105239 to BT 104236; Company H, BT
,10?326 to BT 100239; ths battalion CP was located ®t BT 107230,

(2) At 0730H ths 2d Battalion, 7th Marines departed the ferry site to
conduct sesrch and clear operations to the east, Swollen stresms caused by the
continuous heavy reains slowed the tactical columm throughout the day. At BT
039210 the battalion found what appeared tc be a Viet Cong staging area, One of
the buildings at the site contained many blood stains and wsed bandages. Seversl
caves were found in the area, The battalion oa‘bnbluhad defensive pegfimeter
poéitions in the vieinity BT 068211,

(3) 3d Battalion, 3d Marines contimisd thoir search of the PHUOC HA
Valley ares, During the morning Company G, 2d Battalion, 4th Marines locpted ten
~ tons of rice at BT 128294, At 1015H Company ¥ at BT 127277 and Compeny G 24 Bat-'
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talion, 4th Marines at BT 117257 were alerted and pnptrod to move south to blook
 or attack those Viet Cong units in contast with BLT 2/1, The battalion was not em=
ployed in a blocking role and continued their search, Additiomal caves wers dis-
coversd at BT 133294 which contained small quantities of medical supplies, At
1540H the ARVN reccnnaissance Company under OPCON of ths bettalion discovered a -
cave at BT 119258 confimiming 25 Viet Cong bodies wearing dark grey uniforms, At

| . 1700H the battalion ectabliahed night dofeuivo poaitions in oonjunct:lon vith the -

battalion CP.

(1) On theewening of 16 December Task !‘Gm Dclta issued orders to the
three participating battalions to commence seaxch and clear operations tc the
east and northeast toward Highway 1 for eventual retraction afrom the area of

operations,

(2) BIT 2/1 commenced their advance at 170930H. At 171230H the lead
elements were located at BT 113252, At 171334H BLT 2/1 reported their front
lines at BT 126269 with no significant occurrences, At .175050H the BLT repbrted
that they were closing on Hill 180 BT 1327 and had received occasional small
arms fire during the move fyom BT 125269, At 172000H the BIT defended from the
following positions: Company E, BT 133274 to BT 135276; Company @, BT 131276 to
BT 134278; Company H, BT 134278 to BT 135279, At 180945H the BLY.advanced from
their night positions, At 181320H the forward elemsnts of the BLT had reached the
river at BT 183304. The river was swollen and impassable requiring a helolift. At
181800 the helo-ferry-1ift was completed and unit dispositions for the night weru
Company E, BT 187305 to BT 187302; Company G, BT 190304 to BT 187305 Compemy H, BT
187303 to BT 190304, The BIT CP was located at BT 189308, On the 19th the BIT con-
tinued their movement and ¢lssed at L and M Battery positions BT 2331 during the
afternoon; by dark all BLT units were helolifted to the SLF for deployment and
future relief of units at the PHU BAI eticlave.

(3) At 170855H the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines -continued to search and
clear to the east, At 170959H the battalion reported their leading elements at
BT 096213, By 171114H the battalion reported their lead element at BT 110218,

The battalion continued their movement east reporting theif lead element at BT
130218 at 171217H, At 171250H the battalion received ‘long range small arms fire
in the viecinity of BT 133219 tc BT 129219, At 171430H the battalion reported its
lead elemente at BT 144215, At 171810H the battalion lead elsments halted for the
day and established night poaitions of Company F and Company H, 24 Battalion, 9th
Marines at BT 164222, Company G, upon closing established their defemsive posi-
tions to the east and in oonjnmtion vith Company G and H defensive positions, A%
180800H the battalien continued its movement tc the east, At 18]005H the lead
elements were reported at BT 220227, At 181009H the battalion halted their advancs
to. helo-evac medical casualties and equipement from BT 177219, The sdvance cone
tipued after the 1ift and at 181303H the lesd elements of the tactical column were
logated at BT 225228, At 181330H the battalion reported lead elements im contact
with an estimated Viet Cong platoon at BT 225223, the platoon was taken under fire,
broke contact and withdrew, At 181350H the Viet Cong attacked the center of the
battalion at two locations BT 212224 and at BT 219225 in an attempt to cut the
tactical coluwn, In addition to small arms fire the Viet Cong employed '
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mortars, machine guns, and 57mm recoilless rifles; their strength was estimated .
at more than a reinforced company. The battalion consolidated their positions

in KY PHU BT 2122 while Company F flanked the attucking Viet Cong. Company H,

2d Battalion, 9th Marines, supported by artillery; made their way from the

reer to reinforce and rejoin the center of the column, The attack lasted
approximately three hours after which the remaining Viet Cong elements withdrew.
The battalion suffered light casuslties while the Viet Cong, after final count

the following morning, suffered over 100 KIA. By evening the battalion
established defensive positions from BT 215226 to BT 218227 to BT 215224 to

BT 218225, On the 19th the battalion conducted e search of the Viet Cong positions
finding a trench line and bunker system, Weapons and many bloody bandeges

found in the bunker system indicated mumerous wounded, but not counted,

during the previous days battle, After destroying the enemy positions

the battalion continued iheir sdvance east, At 191445H the battalion reported

its location at THON HAI BT 2425 and headed for BT 280225 where they were

to entruck to stags at TAM KY for the motor march back to the CHU IATI enclave.
However, the highway bridge at BT 291240 was rendered impassable due to

demage by the enemy action end the convoy could mot make the assigned

entrucking area, In order to juncture with the convoy & foot bridge was .
installed at BT 263253, At 191750H the last elsment of the battalion

crossed the foot bridge on their way to emtruck north of the damaged bridge

BT 291240. Upon reaching the road Compeny H, 2d Battalionm, 9th Marines

entrucked and departed for the LSA where they joined a convoy for the DA NANG
enclave closing DA NANG late that evening, The 24 Battaliom, 7th Marines
entrucked end after receiving and returning small arms fire from the village

of PHOUNG HOA (2) BT 2923 departed for the CHU LAI enclave,

(4) At 170805H the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines commenced their advance
northeast, Movement was difficult dus to heavy rains and near impassable
streams. At 17L400H Company B received small arms fire at BT 155293, the
battalion returaed fire and salled armed helicopters killing two (2) Viet
Cong, The bettalion procesdsd to visinity BT 179313 where the stream was
_impassable, Helicopters commenced 1lifting Company G, 24 Battalion, 4th
Marines and the 2d4 ARVN Reconnaissance Company, 529th, from BT 175314 to. . . L
L Battery positions BT 235316, The 1ift began at approximately 171700H T ‘
* and halted at 171750H dus to bad weathsr, During the night Companies E -
"and G remainsd with the battalion CF at BT 175313 while the two lifted
‘companies remained at Battery L's positions, The next morning Companies
E and G were helolifted to BT 235316 where they joined Company G, 24 .
Battalion, 4th Marines entrucked and proceeded to the I1SA BT 1544. The
battalion was then 1ifted at approximately 181500H, via helicopter to -
DA NANG, The lift was completed at 181900H,

(%) At 191350H the Task Force CP begam displacing to the LSA ‘
BT 1544 to better sontrol the retraction of &ll units from the objective area.

(6) Artillery and other combat support and logistic units commenced
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phase«vut, in ¢snjunction with the retractiom of imfantry units, Sufficieat
infantry security was provided ell supportimg units during the retraction,
On the 20th the last remaining security and logistic support elements depart-
od the ISA at 1815H vie motor march clcsing the DA NANG emclave at 2030H,

At spproximately the same time Task Force Delta CP closed the DA NANG enclave,

n. POYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE. See emslosure (5).

12, RESULIS.

8. Gegersl. Most significent results of Operation HARVEST MOON are the
severe losses inflicted on & major Viet Cong Command, destruction of a large
enemy supply imstellation, and the psychological impact om both the Viet Comg

forces and the loccal populace of friendly offensive operatioms; condusted almost
at vill, in an area which had beer strongly controlled by the Viet Cong,.

b. Friendly Equipment and Material losses.
(1) One H-3/ helicopter dus to mechanical failure.
(2) One UH-1E heliscopter due to ground fire,

(3) Ons AN/PRC 10 radio with MIA forward observer accompanying ARVN
Forces.

¢. Ensny Equipment and Msterial losses.

(1} Supplies: 45 tons of rice, 11 tons of tea, 1,200 gallons of fish
oil, 3 tons of salt, large store of peanuts, 500 1lbs of sugar, 300 lbz of
soup mix, 125 gallons of fuel, 500 flashliight batterlies, medical supplies,
3,800 meters plus 40 bolts uniform g¢loth, 600 complete uniforms, 15,000 buttons,
large quantities of papsr and rolls of brown plastic material.

(2) Equipment: 9 bicycles, 31 plck/mattock, 15 entrenching tools, 200
bamboo signal drmums, 3 sewing machines, 1 16 inch loud speaker; 1 cloth '
pullover gas mask, 4 AN/PRC=10 radios, 1 AN/PRC-9 radic, 1 AN/PRC=6 radio amd
2,000 meters of communications wire,

(3) Weapons: 107 totals

(a) Crew gerved: 2 57mm recoilless rifles, 1 8lmm mortar, 1 60mm
morter, 1 ,50 Cal MG, 2 M1919A4 MG, 1 DPM MG, 1 French MG, 2 CZECH BR.HO MG
(1 is CHICOM copy), and 2 B-40 rocket launchers.

(b) Individual: 12 US BAR, 6 TSMG, 14 M-1 rifles, 4 M-1 carbines,
1K-50, 5§ MATK-49, 1 AK, 38 K-44, 8 MAJ-36, 3 MAUSERS, 1 ENFIELD, 1 UNK SMG,
and 1 UNK rifle,
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(¢) Miscellanesus: 2 grenade launchers, 1 12,7 mm AL MG triped
and 1 8lmm mortar base plates,

(d) Ammunition: 10,000 small arms rde, 24 57 recoilless rifle rds,
13 81mm mortar rds, 73 60mm mortar rds, 14 cases 50 Cal,.

d. Priendly Losses: KIA = 44, WIA = 265%; DOW - 6, MIA - 1, NBD - 1,
# An of 23 December 112 WIA had been returned to duty.

o. Eneny losges.
(1) KIas CONFIRMED POSSIBIE
Ground Forces: 3L 327
Marine Aire _ 6 284
© SAC: | 24 UNK x )

(2) WIA: estimated 100

(3) VCC: 33 (including 4 PAVN) |
(4) ves: 231

(5) Rallisres 3 {including 2 PAVN)

13, ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS, Ses enclosure (6),
14. COMMANDERS °

a. Epemy.

(1) Noteworthy in this operation was the very apparent lack of response/ .
resction by VC units against potentially lucrative targets in the objective area,
some static for relatively long periods of time, In certain of these cames, such
as the Task Force Command Post and the logistic Support Area, the risk was recog-
nized but zccepted on a carefully considered basis, with dus precaution exercised.
In other cases the presentation of targets to VC activity was involuntary, often
dictated by conditions beyond the cuntrol of the Task Force, Notable amomg these
was bad weather which at times prevented movement of certain heavy support wespons.
Although ective operations detrimental to the VC effort continued to be imitiated
from these positions, there were no significant enemy efforts directed against
such targets,

i (2) Similarly, the VC falled to respond to the largs-scale use of Route
; 1 by troop, artillery, and supply convoys proceeding south from DaNang and morth
from Chu Iai to the objective area, a distance of 22 and 41 miles respectively.

: Pifty-four convoys were conducted over Route 1 during the period 9-20Dec with:.- .-
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only occesional smell srme fire and occasionalmortar rounds directed at vehlcles,
One vehicle was damaged by s mine, slightly wounding the driver and assistant
driver, and several troop within trucks were hit, nons seriously, by small arms
fire, There was no serious opposition by the VietCong.

(3) Although ARVN officers familiar with the objective area cautiomed
about extensive minefields and defenstve positioms in certain areas deep within
the VC homeland which we planned to penmstrate, subsequeat movement of units
through these areas revealed an almost total lack of such defenses.

b, Weather and Terrain.

(1) Of the eleven days that Task Force Delta was actively engaged in
operations against VC forces and installatioms, good weather (clear and sunny)
was experienced on only two dsys; marginal weather was encountered on three
days (ceilings 500 - 1200 feet; visibility 1 - 3 miles; light, intermittent
rain); and bad westher was the order of the day during the other six days.

(2) The terrain was either high and rugged or low, flat, wet grouad
with very little sverage between the two., The few existing roads and trails
had been systematically destroyed by the VC during a period of better than a
year. An engineer estimate indicated a mejor engineer effort of approximately
a month's duration was necessary to place one road, which ‘could have been used
as an MSR;, into use, Accordingly, trafficability in the area wes poor; mobility
was vested in two meanst foot or helisopter,: * -

(3) These adverse conditions of weather and terrain dictated a positive
requirement for detsiled alternate plans, particularly in view of the heavy
reliance on helicopters dictated by poor ground trafficability, When helicop-
ters vere unable to fly, primary plans had to be cancelled and alternate
plans immediately substituted for troop commitments and troop and supporting
veapon movement,

c. Geperal. Most lessons learned in this operation are nerely reaffirma
tion of existing doctrime, Certain recormendations contained in annexes to this
report ss sutmitted by various participating units and staff sections, are being
evaluated within the 3d Marine Division., Additional items considered significant
follows

(1) Artillery was used extensively in the operation, Two towed bat=
teries of 155mm Howitzers were convoyed to firing positions along Route 1
and covered a large portion of the TAOR, Two batteries of 105mm Howitsers
were 1lifted by helo into positicn generally in the center of the cbjective
area providing additional coverage, Remaining areas that could not be covered
by artillery were covered by 4.2" mortar and howtar platoons helolifted imto
suitable positions with plans to leap frog them alomg in trace of the wide-
ranging battalion. .

(2) The UH-1E helicopter was used extensively ss & reconnaissance
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\\“Q\Wmmd vehicle, and when gunf‘igured, for close suppert of infantry and
troop convoys, particularly when weather prevented the use of fixed wing air,
In the widely extended and rapidly moving situation experienced in HARVEST MOON,
the UH-1E was essential fur the overall commander and highly desirable for use.
by the battalion commanders, to whom it was made available on many occasions,

(3) Where possible, landing zones for lift.a of assaulting units and
lending sites for resupply of units moving overland, were selected on high
ground, It was found that 1ittle, if any, opposition was experienced in the use
of such 12's. The VC seemefl to have prepared his defenses solely on the lower
slopes of those hill masses he defended,

(4) Accurate, ssstematic and timely reporting is mandatory., Reports
must have sufficient detail to answer at least who, what, when, where, and when
possible, how and why. Ths reporting requirement demands the meticulous atten-
tion of commanders at all echelons,

(5) The requirement for positive and easy indentification of widely
separated friendly unit locations on the ground to aviators and observers
airborne was re-emphasized during this operation., The identification problems
stenmed primarily from difficult terrain; adverse weather, and unfamiliarity
of some pilots with the aréa, Better solutions to existing air-ground identi-
fication procedures are being sought within the 3d Marine Division,

(6) Several B-52 atrikes were employed im support of the groumd eperation
during HARVEST MOON. Tha bomba: were dropped where they were supposed to be dropped,
when thsy were supposed to be dropped and with excellent area coverage. A need
exists to promulgate troop safety limits to fisld commanders and -to develop a means
of immediately and directly informing the field commander when the last bomb is -

drepped,

(7) During most of the operation, troops of the imfantry battalioms im
particular, were exposed tov heavy, frequent rainfall and almost continuasl
wading through flooded paddies, streams, and rivers. .Serveral problems werse
develeped because of this constant exposure which kept the individual Marime ‘
andull of his weapons and equipment thoroughly scaked. .

(2) Immersion foot beceme a real problem, Certain entidotes in -
addition to medical treatment, were used during the operation such as the
sutomatic issue of thousands of pairs of new, dry eocks during regupply of the

battalions; fires wsre built where possible to dry feet, socks and boots;
~ and units of company size were rotated out of the operation with fresh comptnin
. assigned as reliefr, ‘ ,

: (b) Field boots rotted very mpidly and & high replacextlt rl.to
- was experiemced. Issue of needed boots was also effected, on request by bate
talions, during the daily helo resupply.

(¢) The jumgle boot immsr sole chafed feet badly after comtinued
immersion in water, An unsatisfactory equipment report is beimg prepared on
this 1tem'

(d) A definite need exists for weapons cleaning gesar which is an

% ,\
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individuel, waterproofed item of issue, Cloth swabs for bore cleaning, for
example, are currently puckeged in large, um-waterproofed bundles, usually
wrapped in ouly regular department store=type wrapping paper, These large
bundles containing thousands of patches arrived at battalions im resupply
rung, e&lrsady vater-gosked even before distribution to companies, A retura
to the WW II small waterproof packet containing about ten cloth swabs is
needed, Lubricating oil is recsived most often in large, several gallon
containers, or larger, which complicates distribution to the individual and
often results in much waste through spillage., Smaller containera are essent-
ial. A water=proof, apray type lubricant of the WD=40 type appears to be
highly desirable for operations in extremely wet climates.

(8) The attitude of the villagers in the QUE SON District Hsadquarters
is worthy of note. The village had been surrounded by VC for more than a year,
The only road into the village from the coast and Route 1, was impassable be--
cause of extensive demolition by the VC during that year. Buses and other
vehicles were parked within the village, stranded, unable to proceed more than
500 meters along the road in any direction. The village was slowly beinmg
corgtricted and strangled., An sir of hopelessness and apathy pervaded the
entire area, This changed to cheer, hopefulness and cptimism, almost overmight,
when sizeable numbers of friendly forves began to arrive im the vicimity, It
was obvious that the villagers wers under the impression that these forces
were going to stay. They welcomed the Americans whole-heartedly and, on
departure of the troops ten days later, sincere regret was evinced not only
by the village officials, but alse by a large part of the population,
(Enclosure (8)).

(9) Insofar as civie action is concermed, hundreds of villagers
wore treated in the village dispensary by the small medicel staff attached to
the Tesk Force Headquarters, Medical supplies and blankets wers made avail-
able to the village dispensery through ths District Chief, obtained from
Civic Action Medical Apsistance Program sources. Certain obvious damage
to private property, primarily that caused by air resupply drops, was setiled
on the spot through the District Chief or other local officials, using small
amounts of captured funds made available by 3d Marine Division G=2 for this
purpose., Otherwige time and geographical remoteness of the village pre-
cluded mejor civiec action endesavors,
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PROVISIONAL ARTILL.RY BATTALION

CONFI%P%WL —

£ Decemher 1965

he warning order for Uperation Harvest Moon was received, Organiza~
tion of the Yrovisional Artillery Battalion coumenced, with the forue=
tion of a reduced strength Headquarters Battery of five officers
and fifty enlisted. A task organization was developed, consisting of
two 105mm howitzer batteries and, initially, one 155mm howitzer battery,

1 December 1965

ill battery co.manders, including €O, Battery M, 4th Battalion,
11th Marines, from (HU LAI, were briefed, as were forward observer
teans for employment with ARVN forces, the liaison officer for ARWN
artillery, and the NGF spot team. Assembly and euipping of perscunel
of the Headquarters Battery was coupleted, includirig the formation of
a 24-man commnication pletoen. Plans were made for staging all wnits
to assenbly areas and thence to the LSA or fighting posltlons, as
appropriate.

8 lecemhax 1965

Battery M, 4/11, departed CHU LAT at O80CH for THANH BINH., Occupy-
ing a position initielly at BT158444, this battery was subsequently
displaeed to BT165413 to support the attack of the lst Battalion, Sth
ARVN Regt. and the 11th \RVN Ranger Battalion., FO teams had joined ARWN
units, and had a liaison team with the ARVN artillery and a NGF spot
team, One lkarine FO teamwith an ARVN unit which was overrun was res-
cued by helicopter, €0, Battery li, formed a replacement FO team, Two
(_2) additional JRVN 105mm howitzers wers heliolifted to 'JUE SON at 1830H,
A% the Battalion CP in D4 YViNG, Operation Order 1-65 and idmin Order
1-65 were received and distributed to all units of the Provistional
Adrtillery Battalion, By 2400 of this date, Battery M had fired 52 rounds
on one observed fire mission at BT105330 and 9 unotserved missionse

9 Decembey 1965

At 0600, Battery M, 4/11, fired at a reinforced VC_Battalion at
BT103337. Four observed missions were fired, expending 202 rounds.
Initiel surveillance indicated over 100 VC casualties. During the period,

all radio contact was lost with larine FUs with 4RVN units, The
artillery battalion recvn party departed DA NANG by helicopter pt O83CH |
for the ILSAy arriving at 0900H; The recon party departed the %r

QUi 30N at 0920H, and arrived at that location at 0930H, A liai icex

| ~ €O ?}&NTJAL
OGRL330 ENCLOSURE (1) ug
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was immediately sent to the ARVN battexy located in the tewn, By

1010H, wire communications hed been established with the ARVN battary

and it was prepared to support the att:ck by 2/7 on Okjeative 1, At
1000H, an 40 reported that FO Mike l's position had been overrun; at
1345, the team was located on Hill 43 fgmz}}zo). Food and a radio

~were sipplied to the team by helicopter. 4t 14308, ocontact was regained
with this team. Battery M, 4/11, fired a total of 280 rownds in 3% -
missions for FO Mike 1, Surveillance indicated over 200 VC bodies. The
first elements of Battery "F" 2/12, arrived at 3TO45343 at 1212H, Proe
paration fires suprorting the 2/7 attack on Objective 1 were begun by

the .RVN battery at 1240H and were completed .at 1312H, By 1700H, the
artillery Battalion command post has completed displacement from ¢U SON
to BTO45343, Battery F co.pleted its helo 1ift and was laid and ready

to fire at 1630H, Batteries  F and M had ooupleted a registration bty
nightfall, Battery M fired, in additon, 12 observed missions during

the period, for a total of 545 rounds in 52 missions. The battalion FIQ
had been pertially dug in by sundown, and fighting and foxholes for troops
had elso been prepered. DNigging in of am.o pits had comn.enced, Radio
coli unications at the close of the day consited of trunk lines to the
ARVN battery, the Task Force F3CC, and Battery F. Radio circuits included
the battalion cor-.uxland/fire direction net, air spot net, and a helicopter
landing zone control net, as well as Battery M conduct of fire net,
additiongl wire lines were a trunk to the Task Force admin board gnd

to Coicany "D', 1/3, which had moved in to protect the artillery position,

10 December 1965

The VN battery at (Us SON fired in support of a Recon Compeny.
batrol at BT027339. Battery F fired in support of 2/7 on automatic
weapons at BT0B0248, BTO79286 and BTO83285, The autonatic weapons fire
ceaseds Directed by an A0, Battery F fired on four .50 caliber iGs and
troops at BT019275, The ifs were silenced, 4lso controlled by an 40,
the LRVN battery fired on automatic weavons at BT035275. The weapons
were silenced, Battery F fired on a suspected VC position at BT002290,
coordinates suprlied by the Task Force P3CC, During the period, res—
trictive fire areas for both. \RVN and USLC artillery were delineated.
York continued on improvement of position, with the Battalion FDC being
couw.letely dug in., With the protective rifle company in position, the
perineter dofenses were improved. .ammunition supply was built up
slowly, With the errival of 2/1 in the obJjective area, cormunications
were estsblished with the art-llery liaison officer., 4lsoc, an additional
artillery battalion comuand/fire directiom net was activated, with 2/7
liaison officer on this nete . -

11 December 1965

The first elements of Battery ".", 1/11 arrived at B1046344 at 0950H,
Only a portion of the battery had arrived, however, when, due to weather,

5 ENCLOSURE (1)
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furthor 1ifts were suspended at 1025H, Later in the day, lifts were
rosuided, and by.1850H, the entire battery was in position, laid, and ready
to fire, _In the wmgrning, Battery F fired yreparation fires for the
landing of*2/1, and the JRVN battery fired on an estimated 100 ¥C at
BT955365. Battery F fired missions at coordinates BT087284, BTO88267
for 2/1, and at VC bunkers at BTO17351, The .RVN battery fired ot 2
VC ~t BT968358, directed by an 40, With Batteries F and .. reinforcing,
Baiuteryls fired on an estimated 400 VO at BTO90345, Battery F fired on
a VU assembly point at B1095285. Battory L, 4th Battalion, 12th Marines
arrived in the objective nrea, taking position. at BT230315, being laid
and rerdy to fire at 1910H, Battery 4 fired on a suspected VC CF at
BT061285. By the cnd of the period comuunications had been expanded %o
include Battery L operating on the Battery li conduct of fire not., Contact
had. been established with liaison officcrs with 3/3, 2/7, =nd 2/1. ‘ire
- ¢c iwwnicrtions had boen laid froii the battalion FDC to Ba. tery ..
Tiprovonent of position erntinued with the arrival of sandbags and conger=
tinne omunition su.ply wes being built up toward the goal of a mininmum
of three days of amwunition on position,

12 Decenbher 1965

During the period, Battery . fired preparation fires for 2/1, and at
VC at coordinates BT094271 and BTO64272, Battery F fired in support of
5/3 on a binker at BT9953%52 and in support of & recon patrol at a VO
conpny at BT064272. Bettery F was registered, and Battery i fired in
a barrage for 2/1, Battery L fired at a suspected uortar position at
BT132278, on automatic weapons at BT144276, on 20 ¥C in to open (in
svp,ort of 3/3) at Bt160274, end, under the control of an .0, at VC
in the open ot BT132277. Battery F fired illumination in support of
2/1 ot BI099275. During the period a restriction was placed on the
firing of unobscrved missions by 155mia howitzors beeausc of the necessity
of conscrving munanition., This restriction continued throught the
reurinder of the action, .. resupply of batteries was obtained on this
dote and improvenent of positions continuved with revetment of the
howitzers snd sluo pits using dirt-filled arm.0 boxes ond ssndbags.
Battery I'DCs were dug ine

13 December 1965

" ‘ Ong Platoon (two weppons) frou Morter Battery, 1/11, arrived in the

! objective area and were laid and reedy to fire at Bt077276 by 1430i,
Registretion of Batteries i, F and L was accoiplished during the period.
Bewtery L fired at VC at BI08022754, BT122260 and BT146275. Battory
a4 fired at targets at BT117267 and BT127270., Battery F fired at 10 to
15 VC at BT134281, end at 7 VC in a village at BTO25267, Ylans vere
unge to displace two 105mm howitzers of Battery . to a position at
BT016270 where fires could be delivered im support of 2/7. vork on
improvenent of all positions eontinued, ~ The battalion communications
gysteng was cxpanded to include a wmortar Yo .tery conduct of fire net,

; EICLUSURE (1)
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14 Deccuber 1965

One platoon (threc weapons) from lortar Battery, 1/12 arrived in
objcctive arcae and took position at BT999232, being 1aid and ready
to iire by 1440H. 4t 1030H, displacement of twe 105mm Lowitzers from
Battery . counenced. This roveuwent was never completed, inasmuch as only
one H-37 helicopter was available, and that for only & short tine,
.ilso, onc 105mm howitzer carriage was set down ‘300 meters from the desired
position; rcasscmbly of that howitzer was thus never possible, Had these
two hewitzers been lended complete and capable of firing, they could
have cngaged an aa&% 500 VC in grid squeres 9933, 9937, 9922, 9921
ané 0%20, During the period, Battery F fired on VO in trenches at
BTS98286 (controlled by a0), snd together with Battoery &, on VC at BT0553%90
in sy .ort of .MWN actiohBse Battery F also fired illumination for 2/7
at BT019293 and BM0232685. Bottery 4 fired on V0 at BT12727C in suaport
of 3/3. Bottery Il displnced from its original position to BT23/1714
being in position and rcody to fire by 2000H, That night the nortar
wletocn from 1/11 fircd illuisinetion for 2/1. Battery i displeced to
Bottory L position area at 2040H to continue support of operation. Corxi—
wicavios cxpansion this date included the addition of a conduct of fire
nas for the mortar platoon fron 1/12, and a conduet of firoe circuit
for the .AVN artillery advisor. General improvement of all positions
continuved,

15 Deogrber. 1965

Registration of Batteries M and L was completed this date. The
platoon of howitzors from Batt.ry . waos returned to its original positim.
O-controlled missions were fired by DBattcries 4 and F at coordinates
81053388, BTS98341 (13 VC), BTO10409 (3C VC carring wounded) and BTO11407,

In svyr ort of .RVN ocperations, Batturies 4 end F fired nt coordinates
BT0%,392, BTO‘52390‘(estimate6. VC battalion), BT054398, B1022392, BL025393,
BT02%%86, BTO5T440, BI0AB204, BTO3%406, BT028402, BTO563%90, BTO51394,
BTOA4%96, BTO33391, BT024390, and BT020%90, Battery L fired in support
of 3/3 on .. wenpons at BI114263. lortar platoon, 1/11 fired illuwmina~
tion for 2/1 at BT062242, I.provement of position continued with over-
ne~ding of some of the sumo pits, ~nd installation of wmore protective wira

16 Doccribor 1965

.. Warning order for retraction was issuved, and a recon party from
Battery & helilifted to LS4, By 1420H nll Battery 4 had completed 1ift
te the L3 and was in position, rcady to fire from that ereas Bativry L
firod in support of 3/3 ot BT125260 md for 2/1 at BT112242, Registrriion
of Prtiories M and L wns ncconplished, Battery F fired for 3/3 at a VC
plntoon at PT11529%, Battery L illuminated at BT125260 for 3/3.

CLOSURE (1)
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17 Decernber 1965

ilens wore nNade to displace the sytilleory battalion Cr to the 1.8,
Control vrs jnssed to Battiry M and the €' was strucks Bad woathex o
grcunced helicopters ~nd the displecencnt wes ceneelled, The Cs was
vost:blished at the seuc location and cowmrmnications vas re-instelled.
Control wns reswieds Battexy F fired locating rounds to cnable a lost -
patrol fron Coupany D, 1/3 to return to position,

18 Decenbur 1965

Displaccrent of the srtillery britalion CP to the L. couenced ot
1120H rnc was corpleted ~t 120CH, By rddrfternoon, all coumunicrtions
had boon installed and control wes assuned from Battery L, During the
period, the mortsr platoon, 1/12, displaced to the Lii, and thence to
D, :.¥G, in conjunction wish 5/3.‘ A4 part of Battery F (threo howitzers)
displeced to the LSi. Battery li fived fow 2/7 on VO at BI178212,
BT210220, BT229219, BT210219 r~nd BT175215. 4t the LS., plans for
defense were nede, incorporating Batuocry . the threo howitzers from
Bottory Fy ~nd the wortars of Coupeny D, 1/1. That night Bottery A fircd
H&Is, The battalion OF receivod scrnie 8. and putonatic wonpons fire
during the night,.

19 Dacerber 1965

Brttery li, 4/11 displrced to CiU L.I by road, arriving at 17-5H,
T™c ticrter platoon, 1/11 displrced by helicopter to the aircraft cnrrior,
B-4tory F couploted displnccizent te 154 and tock wup firing positions.
at 1230H, Battery F couienced overlard displaccment to Du KNG, arriving
thexe ~t 1430H, With the arrivel of Cotpeny D, 1/%, in thc L%, plens
wore rinde for integretiom of this corpanies mortars into the defense of
the LS . Battory . fired cxtensive H&I fircs during thc night, Flens
wore firmed uvp for cenvoy protection thic following dey. Coununications
were cstrblished with ~ linison officcr at DIEN B.N and T.Ji XY, through
whoil _®VY artillery forces were availeble on calls In audition am
~r4illery .0 was on station to cover bcth north and south bound convoyss
ttery . owas laid to yrovide firce for north-bound convoys, Battery L wos
prevered to fire south.

20_Deociber 1969

Battery L and the artillery battalion hcadourxters coruenced motor
soveacnt to D. 1.XG at 0920H, arriving there at 130CH, Battery A coir enced
displrcerncnt at 1000H and arrived at D 1.7°G ot 1430H,

T
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e A0 _HEI __ OBS __ WOBS RLGIST
® 09180 377 _— 1 21 —
- 101800 553 69 39 — —
- 111800 689 44 17 24 —
«*$21800 12731 140 29 1 2
- 131808 441 63 22 4 5
~ 141800 402 16 7 2 2
- 151800 665 50 12 3 4
- 161800 839 214 8 4 2
~ 171800 303 43 — 1 —
~ 181800 439 62 5 1 ——
- 191800 201 15 3 — —
- 201800 264 12 —_— —_— —
7. LS 6386 728 143 71 15
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REFUBLIC OF VIETNAM
17 December 1965

From: People of QUE SON District
Tos Commanding General, USMC, Headquarters, Task Force Operation,
at QUE SON

Dear General, all Officers and men of the UMC in OPERATION HARVEST MOQON

In the anti-Communist struggle to establish peace in the Republic of
Vietnam and safeguard world peace, the USMC has had occasion to station
troops in QUE SON District.

Our Vietnamese people are very joyful and admire the heroic actions
of the USMC during the operation commanded by you and your staff,

Before you and your men leave here, we would like to express our
deep and warm thanks on behalf of all classes of people in QUE SON
District.

It is not enough only to thank the USMC for their heroic actions,
but we desire to unite the will:of the_people in consolidating tle rear
and assisting the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces and Allied Forces to
eliminate the Communists. This will b¥ing peace to Vietnam and
contribute to the construction of a strong Free World peace sooner,

Reapectfully yours,
In the name of the people; we sign ourselves:

NGUYIN HUL, Representative of all Notables
CAO DANG, Representative of Well Known People
NGUYEN TRUC, Representative of 0ld Men

LE LUYEN, Representative of Associations

VAN PHU CAM, Representative of Political Party
NGUYEN RAO, Representative of Cadres

LE THI BICH HUONG; Representative of Women
DUONG THI BUU, Representative of Women Cadres
NGUYEN FHUOC QUANG, Representative of Youth

CERTIFIED A TRUE TRANSLATION:

Zf’ ;%/Z%Mﬂﬁ'xmm

FAJOR, U. 5. VARINE CORPS
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