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SECRET

From: Commending General

Toi Commandant of the Marine Corps, Keadqun.rtera, U. S. Marine Corps
Vias Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Combat Operations After Adtion Rgport on Operation Harvest lMoon;
forwarding of (U)

Ref: (&) COMUSMACV Dir 355 -8 dtd 1Ju165 (NOTAL)

Enocl: (1) CG Task Force Delta ltr of 28Decé5 Ser: 00176 with let and
2nd endorsements, subj: After Aotlon Report, Operation Harvest
Moon

1. (U) Reference (&) directs submission of the subject report

2. (U) Bnolosure (1) is forwarded for information.

3o (?) This letter is downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED upon removal of enclo-
sure (1).

8.0, AXTELL
CHIEF OF STAFF

Copy tot '
Cmdt, MCS, Quantico (less endorsements)

A

 DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

> ¢
P

30ps:lwp
00221 66

2 5FEB 1966

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CG III MAF ltr 103/RPL/dhs Ser: 008866
dated 23 January 1966

From: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
To: Commendant of the Marine Corps

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report on Operation
Harvest Moon; forwarding of (U)

1. Forwarded.

2., This endorsement becomes unclasslifled upon removal of
basic document.,

WWW

., J. WOESSNER
ERS-OF  STAFF
Acting
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SECOWD ENIGASEMFNT on CO, Task Force Delta ltr of 268DeabS, Ser 00176

From: Oosmanding OGeneral, III Marine Awphibious Yoroe

To1 ' Commander, U. 8. Hiliury Aseistance Oommand, Vietnas (attm
J=921) APG U, 5, Forces 96243

Subj1 After Action Repors, Operation HARVEST MOON

1., JYorwaxded,

2, This endorssment becomes unolassified upon Temoval of basio document.

G.C. AXTELL
CHIEF OF STAFF

Copy ﬂ of 7 Copies
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SECRET.
FIRST EHDORSEMRIT on GG, Ynsk Foros Dsite 1tr of 28 Deoesber 196§, Ser. 00176

Froms Cosmuanding Qenersl, 3d Marine Division (Rein) MNP

Tot Commander, U, S, Hilitary Ascistencs Command Vietnan {(Attn; d=32),
APO U, 5. Foroes 96243

via; Commanding General, III Marine Asphibious Force

Subjy After Action Heport, Operation MARVEST MOON

gL

1. Forwardad,

2. The contents of psragraph 14 (Commander's Analysis) will be published
as “Lessons Learnsd® and given wide dissendnstion within the Pivision,

3., Upon removal frow busic letter this endorsenent beoomes unclassified,

Do W, SHERMAN
Chief of Staff
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) o  HEADQUARTERS =~ Co // mopm.
o " TASX FORCE DELTA an’mm'm S

et “ 3d Marine Divisien (-), PP DARANG, RTN

[‘ fis il I;\((’ \ \\ \ [ ‘ l ‘ 28 Deoember 1%2

L WRbLAG § gerial No: 0017

R i T Commanding Gnnml, ‘huk Force Dalta L '
, To:  Commander, U. S. Military Assistance Command Vietusm {Attns J321),
APO U, S, Forces 96243
Via: (1) Commanding GenereX, 3d Marine ] lviyien, mnr
: (2) Commanding General, I lﬂ?

Subj: After Aotion Report, Opmt.ion HARVEST HOODI
Ref: (a) MACY ‘Directive 335-8", dtd 1 Jul 65

Encl: ,§ ; Artillery , o o ,,(d specmt SummnRy
-(2) Intelligence : .- i) op PLAN 33665
+(3) Air Support : 42 op PLAN 352-6%5

v (hg Communiocations
-(5) Psychological Warfare
-+ (6) Administrative Matters
~(7) Daily Operation Overlays =
, (8) Letter from Citisens of Quo Son ‘ )
. TOVRNAL ' .
1. OF THE OPERAg_Ip_H Opmtim mvmmon wvas & -nrch, !'ix, and
destroy operetion In coordination and conjunction with elements of the'2d.
Div:l.aion, I Corps, AIN!I, in the Q!l! 80( VIET AN - HIEP DUG Vullq oenplu. ‘

/(3) z,snr penswvét

2, DA'I!E or omnmon. oao&omw 2021303 Docnbcr 1965¢

3. LOCATI(N. The QUE SON Vm AN - HIEP DUC Valley cuplox in QmG
NAM and QUANG TIN Provinces between the DA WANG and CHU LAI enoclaves
encompassed by grid coordinates BT 100510, BT 960390, BT 870250; BT 900250,
BT 040210, BT 2@250; AMS 30!'1” L7001 1:50,@ ﬁ.ltl 6657 I and Iv, 6658
II md III.

" 4. COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, Headquartoro, !l'nk Yorce uelu. ’
54 mogg%m OFFICER, Brigedier General J, M. PLATT, Commanding Gmonl;

Task Force

6. TASK ORGANIZATION.

Commander Task Force.Delts, Brig Gen HENDERSON'
. ' - 8 Dec = 10 Dec
Prig Gen FLATT

10 Doc - 20 Dec

[T
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tus®¥r), . yortar Biry, 1st Hn, 1lth Marines

wRcUssFER, @

Composite Comm P1t
Det Hgqs Co, Hqs Bn
Plat MP Co, Hqs Bn

& Bn, 7th nmnea nd:’.-

Co H, 2d Bn, 9th Mayines (139191)90)
2d Plat, Go G, 3d BgrBn )
us-r, Co A, 3d B

u‘:"co E, 2d Bn, 9t.h lhri.noa i
" Co @, 2d Bn, 4th Marines: (15-19000)
‘Go G, 24 Bn, 9th Marines -
' hth Plat, Co C, 3d hsr Ba,.
o HS’I‘, Co’ &, Bd SP Bn

Proviaioml Art. Bn. ‘
Det H Etry, T4th mrinea .
: - thv A, lst Bn, 11th Marines
Btry F, 2d Bn, 12th Narines
Btry L, 4th Bn; 12th lm-m”
Btry M, 4th Bn, llth Harln 'y

Co C (=) ;34 Recon Bn

Camposite Co (~), 3d Engr Bn

Logistic SQ?ort Unit
‘ 30 (=), horé Party Bn |
Det, Ammo Co, PLSU '
Det, Ration Co, FLSU
Det, EOD, FLSU
CIelring Plat (-) (!!oh!). Sd Med Bn
Det, 3d EngrBn =
Det, lst Bridge Plat, 7th lngan
n.t., MABS 36, MAG 36 ('rAms)

J4MTBn (Reln) |
'Go H, .2d Bn, 9th Hsrinu (12 Des ucnrity I.BU)
Co D, lat Bn d Harineo

Go D, let. Bn, let Harinee

LtCol UTTER -

© LtGel HANIFIN
LtCel SNIDER

Capt REVELL
Oapt O'LAUGHLIN
Maj BENSTEAD

Maj BAKER
Capt GORMIEY
Capt SPENCE
Capt MILLER

Plat, Mortar Bt le Bn, 12th !hrinu
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- 7. SUPPORTING FORCES,

,f.".".;,l_l;st Bn, 7th Marines; convoy security from Chu Lail enclave,

INiNity

be wHirino Alr,

(2) MAG 12
(3) MAG 36

(4) MAG 11

(5) HMM 261, Special Landing Porce
VMGR 152 b

c. USAF ‘
(1) strategic Air Command (B=52 strikes)

(2) Lth Alr Commando (Mlare planes)

d, Amy Alr Units :
let Cav Div (Hele=lift of downed H-34)

s, Regional Forces

2d Recon Co, 529th, ARVN
RF Co, QUE SON I

RF Go, ™IEN PHYOC QHNQBM%HHE@

.41

|
|

8, INTELLIGENCE. Ses Enclosure (2),

9. MISSION, Commencing D-Day Task Force Delta in coordination with

partiprat{ng ARVN forces fix and destroy organized VC elements in the QUE
SON = VIET AN = HIEP DUC Valley complex., The operation was essentially a -
spoiling attack to prevent the Viet Cong from their announced objective of

3

e

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

)

[, ® 0 @

4 -
capturing QUE SON, The operation was alsa 10. have aliminated VC forces that have
isolated the ARVN: outpost at VIET AN, permitting ARVN to reestablish lines of
communications,

10. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS.

a, ‘General. Task Force Delta.consisting of thres Marine infantry -
Battalions, (including BLT 2/1, the infantry.element. of the Special Landing -
Force, 7th Fleet (SLF), and other supporting 34 Har Div . elemeats, ih coordi-
nation with an ARVN Regiment, conducted a three -stage search and destroy
operation in the QUE SON - VIET AN - HIEP DUC Valley complex. Marine logie-

- tic support was staged from a combat. est.nbliahod logistic eupport ares in the
¥icinity of HUONG XUAN. ' ‘_

b. Definit.ion of Stages. j

| (1) Stage I. Period D=1 a,nd D—Da.y, D-l ARVN forces oonducted search
and clear mission the vicinity of THANG BINH, - -On D-Day ARVN forces.
erossed LD at 0500 H and procesded generally southwest along Route 35 to .
vincinity Phase Line A. Btry M; 4th Bn, 1lth Marines, with one rifle platoon
- from 2/7, moved by motor march from CHU LAI enclave to vicinity of THANG
BINH to provide artillery fire support for ARVN forces in vicinity of Phase
Line B, 2d Bn, 7th Marines motor marched from CHU LAl to vicinity TAM KY.

(2) stage II. Period D¢l to D10, ARVN forces were to establish and
maintain contact with enemy force. 24 Bn, 7th Marines was to be helo-lifted on - -
D+1 to vicinity Objective 1, seize objective and then be prepared to move out
- to seek and destroy the enemy as ordered.- On D+l all other elements of

task force except the SLF were to move from DA NANG enclave to elther the -
THANG BINH or QUE SON complex. Btry M, 4th Bn, 1l1th Marines was to continue

to support from position at THANG BINH, 3d Bn, 3d Marines and SLF were to

be prepared for imnmediate commitment to objective arsa on order. Logistic

Support Unit supported this force from D+l to D+#10 from LSA vicinity HUONG

XUAN, Force Command Group, Prov Arty Bn (=), Recon 0¢ (-) bases at QUE SON

on D+l, No major displacement of this element, with the exception of the
Reconnaissance Co (-), was contemplated prior to D+10,

(3) Stage III. D+1l to D+12, All elements of Task Force Delta
withdraw by helo/foot/motor march to their respective enclaves, LSA
transfers surplus supplies to FLSG control in enclave. Operation HARVEST
MOON was scheduled to terminate on D#l2,

11, EXECUTION. ‘ | -

8, During the first few days of December the G-2 Section, 34 Marine )
Division developed information that indicated the presence of the lst Viet -
Cong Regiment in the QUE SON - VIET AN - HIEP DUC Valley complex. On
4 December the Commanding General III MAF met with the Commanding General .
I Corps; both concurred in the intelligence indications and the necessity
to launch a sizeable attack in that area to destroy, diarupt, and impede
whatever progress had been made by the lst Viet Cong Regiment in establish-
ing an area of operations,

'b. The following day Task Force Delta was formad, . The_asjer elements
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" eonsisted of the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines, the 34 Battalion, 3d Marines

who had been alerted and predesignated for such op ratione by 3d Marine
Division contingency plans. A provisiomal artillery battallon was Yormed
from elements of the 1lth Marines and the 12th Marines, Additiomally, plans

called for the employment of BLT 2/1, Special Landiiig Force, (SLF) to partlei-

pate as Task Force Delta's reserve, Loglstic support was to be provided by a
Logistics Support Unit to be established in the objactive ares. ,

¢. The Task Force Delta staff was formed on 5 December from personnel
within the 3d Marine Division. Tlamning commensed on 5 December in sonjunc-
tion with the 2d Division, I Corpy, ARVN., On 7 December plans and orders
were completed and issued, o o

d. Operations D-Day, 8 December.

(1) Task Porce Delta commenced gperatiin HARVAST MOON when 2d

* Battalion, Tth Marines departed CHU LAI enelavs at OSQ500H via motor march and.

closed assembly area vicinity TAM XY BT 3025 at OBL530H. The battalion
established defensive positions and prepared for helicopter 1ift inte ‘
objective area on order, Btry M, 4th Battalion, 1lth Marines departed DA NANG
enclave as planned and was positioned (BT 1641) for sction by OBLLL5H. Wo
contact was established, The 5th ARVN Regiment: consisting of the 1st Bat-
talion 5th Regiment and the 1lth Ranger Batialisn advanced southwest on an
axis parallel to and south of the SONG LY LY. At 081330 at vicinity (8T 093L)
the 1lth Rangers came under heavy fire from an estimabted VO Battalion., The
Rangers withdrew to vicinity (BT 1235) and were reinforced in the late after-
noon by the lst Battalion, 6th Regiment, ARVN transported by Marine heljcopters
from TAM KY. At 1600H 11th Rangers had reorganized and were in position with
1st Battalion, 6th Regiment; ARVN. ' o 1

e. Operations D¥l, 9 December.

(1) On D#l, 9 December, 2d Battalion, 7th Marines helolifted from
vieinity TAM KY to BT 016318 to threaten the flank and rear of units that
made contact with the 5th ARVN Regiment on D-Day, The lift was completed
at 1335H. By 1755H the Battalion C.P. Group, “Companies E and H had agvanced
through objective A, BT 030315, and had sscured objective B, BT 050315.
Compandass G and F followed in trace from the landing zone. By darkness D+1
Companiss G and F occupied and defended objective A while Companies E and
H held objective B,

(2) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines commenced their motor march from
the DA NANG enclave at 0500, Lead elements arrived in the LSA vicinity
HUONG XUAN at 1030H. At 14L00H the battalion helolifted to BT 144306 to
reinforce the lst Battalion, S5th Regiment, ARVN some 2,500 meters to the
northwest. At 1500H the battalion with Compaayy L and 2 platoons of E
advanced toward Hill 43 BT 122321, At 1530H Company L moving northwest
made contact. Movement continued. At 1645H the battalion turned io
move toward Hill 43. At 1700 the battalion came under heavy fire frem an
estimated 200 Viet Cong supported by mortars and machine guns. The firefight
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lasted until 1830H, Perlodis small ams fire continued until 2030H. Night
defensive positions were established in the vieinmity of BT 122316, GCompany.
G and one platoon of E eatablished night defensive positions on Hill 43 o
BT 122321, . , - , o

(3) Initiel wmits of the LSU arrived at HUONG XUAN and eommenced
operations of loglstic support of Task Forece Delte. ’

(4) Task Force Delta command group "B® helolifted from DA NANG to
HUONG XUAN to QUE SON BT 042347. By midmorting econtact had been established
vith the principal elements of the Task Force, The Command Group *C*
proceeded to HUONG XUAN by motor march with the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines
and joined the command group et QUE SON in midaftermoon after being helolifted
from HUONG XUAN. BIT 2/1 (SLF) was alerted and permission received to commit
two companies and the command group of BIT 2/1 in support of Task Force Delta
operations aghore, The two remaining companies were not available but were to
be landed upon arrival in the Objective Area,

f. Operations D42, 10 Degember.

(1) At 0945H Company F (=), BLT 2/1 and elements of Command Group "4"
were helolifted to BT 071293 and game under heavy small arms and mortar fire,
The remaining elements of Company F and Company G were landed via helicopter
from the USS Valley Forge at BT 067304, Company G, BIT 2/1, and Compeny E,
2d Battalion, 7th Marines coversd the withdrawal of Company F (-) from the
initial landing zone., By 1900H enemy contact was broken, Companies F and <o
G, BLT 2/1, and Company E, 2d Battelion, 7th Marines had consolidated into
e battalion perimeter defense from coordinates BT 076302 to BT 079302 by 110300H.

(2) The 2d Battaliocn, 7th Marines continued their edvence from objec~
tives A and B to objective C BT 082325, During the advance the battalion met
light resistance. At approximately 1515H Co E junctured with Co F, BLT
2/1, and commenced & coordinated attack on Viet Cong elements in the vicinity
of BT 078292, At JA10H Company H had secured Objective C. At 1650H the
battalion semmand group and Companies F and G were 600 meters from Objective

C and closed shortly thereafter, '

(3) At 0645H 3d Battalion, 3d Marinee crossed the LOD in their advence

~to Hill 43, BT 123321, At 1300 the battalion had secured Hill 43 and had

established defensive positions there, At 1400H the battalion was ordered
to Objective G to juncture with the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines. By 1535H the

. battalion was located at BY 095330 proceeding toward Objective C, By 1730H

the battalion had closed Objective C and had esteblished night defemsive positions - )
in conjunction with elements of 2d Battalion, 7th Marines. o

* '(4) Company C (~), 3d Reconnaissance Battalion arrived in QUE SON SR
the evening of the 9th. On 10 December the Company patrolled spproximately
2,500 meters south of QUE SON and received occasienal small arms fire during
the patrol. : _

(5) The ISU became fully operational and provided logistie support
via helicopter for the elements of the Task Foree.
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(6) Companies E and H, BLT 2/1 conducted an at sea transfer from the USS
Nontrose to the USS Valley I"orge in preparation for helolift into the objoctive
area on 11 December,

g mmmm..n.am

(1) BLT 2/1 prepared to receive &npapin S and H for a planned advance
south, Compamies E and H were lifted into vieinity BT 0930 from USS Vallyy
Forge. BLT 2/1, after arrival of Companies E and H, commenced their advarce
south by 1800H the units dispositions were; Companies E and G oconsolidated
from BT 085285, to BT 087285, Campany F BT 082287, Company H BT 075296, The
BLT had met light to moderate Viet Cong resistance.

(2) At approximately 0630! 24 Battanol, b Marines advanced from
Objective C with Companmies E, G, and H to the south to link-up with
Companies E and G of BLT 2/1, At approximately 1000H the over land juncture
vas accomplished in the vieinity BT 097301, Cospany P, and 8lmm mortars and
106 recoiless rifles were helolifted from Objective B to Objective C, '
The Battalion then advanced Company H south in an assault of Eill 407, BT
0727%by 111830H the leading elements were: at the fop of Hill 407,  The -
oompany olosed shortly thersafter and eomsclidnted for the night. conpaniu
E and G with the Battalion CP were disposed in a perigeter defense for
the night at BT 067302 to BT 068302 to BT 064299 to 064304, Company F
and 81mm mortars and 106 recoillsss rifles remained on Objective C in coor-
dinated defense with 3d Battalion, 3d Marines.

(3) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines oocu.p:lod Objoctivo C and patrplled
1800 2000 mesters to the west and 1,000 meters to the east. An extensive
tunnel and cave system was found in vicinjty Objective C, BT 076323 and BT
083325, The system included areas large areas larg; enough to house 75
ople and included cooking and vertilation venks. [These caves were searched
n deteil and destroyed.

(4) The Task Porce CP continued to oporato from QUE SON, TPQ air
atrikos by Marine aircraft were planned and conducted during tbp night on
targets; BT 098275, BT 106275, BT 104270, BT 125280; BT 135280, ‘BT 082227.
Targets were suspected assembly and storage aroas, o,nd wpit looations, '

h. Operations D+s, 12 Degepber.

(1) At 1900H BLT 2/1 commenced advance southwest through grid
squares BT 0828 and 0927. A defensive position vicinity BT 113277 to
BT 106272 was established that evening, ‘

~ (2) Previous plans to holclirt the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines
yere cancelled dus to bad weather in the battalions location. At 1335H the
mission was modified and the battalien directed 19 .qcoupy an ares vicinity
of BT 045292, Hill 106. Company F moved from Objective C and Joined the Bat-
telion at 1550H. The battalion tdm::; overland in tactical column to Hill'106;
the leading elements arriving at 1735H, The remaining elements closing at 1830H,
Night defensive positions were established for Compenies E, P; and G in the

e ——— o Ao ey
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“#elilty BT 045291. The battalion CP was located at BT 047294, Company H ire-
ained at Hi1) 407, BT O77276.

(3) At 120730H the first of an eventual series of four B-52 strikes
occurred, This strike hit a reported VC base area in the valley SE eof Hill 330
(BT 0925-1227-1326-1124) Considered noteworthy in this strilke was the timing
and coverage. Immediately after the first strike, three additional strikes wers
planned by G=-3 USMACV and CG Task Force Delta based on current intelligence.
During this planning, CG TFD was informed that 1000 notorl was the deflection
safety distance for friendly troops.

(4) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines wers helolifted from vicinity Objective
G commencing epproximately 0900H to landing sone BT 145285 with the assigned mis=
pion of searching and destroying to the sputl’ in the valley BT 1328 and BT 1125
and to provide damage surveillance of the B=52 SAC strike conduoted betwsen 0705H
~and O730H 12December. At 1005H the leading elements had arrived and secured the
landing sone vicinity BT 145285. The remaining elements were all landed by 1015H,
At approximately 1115H Companies L and G advanced on either side of the valley. At
14008 Company L had secured Hill 100 BT 1228, Compeny G came under heavy mmall
arms and mortar fire at the base of Hill 180 BT 1327, Air and artillery strikes
were called in support but Company G could mot advance due to ax unfordable river.
The Company retracted and helolifted to Hill 180 commencing 1650H. The 1ift was
supported by air preparation of the hill and completed at 1725H, During the after-
noon the 2d Reconnaissance Company, 529th ARVN, junctured with the Battalion and
conducted petrols and established outposts to the south and east. By darkness
Companies L and G established defensive positions on Hills 100 and 130 respectiv-
ely, the remaining units established defensive positions in conjunction with the
Battalion CP,

(1) At approximately 130400H a message was received from 3dMarDiv with.
information that the B-52 strike requested for that day would ocour at BT 0623-
0625-0925=0923, The message also directed that no friendly troops be within
3000 meters of the strike zone. This necessitated the withdrawalef all friend-
-1y troops to the north of grid line 28 and postponemsnt of a planned helicopter

1ift of a mortar platoon and troops to the top of hill 407, The withdrawdl-ef
troops was completed by approximately 0815H, ~ ,

(2) At 130440H, 2/1 was ordered to withdraw to north of grid line 28
because of the scheduled B=52 strike, At 1015H the BIT was ordered to continue
their search and destroy mission to the south and to advance commensing 1300H,
By 1800H the BLT was disposed from BT 100267 te BT 109273, There had been no
enemy contact except that Company H had apprehended eight (8) Viet Cong dres-
sed as women on Hill 330 BT 1127, The BLT had advanced slowly over rough
terrain across a 2,000 meter front,

(3) At 1130H 2d Battalion, 7th Marines conducted a heliborne assault
from BT 043291 to secure Hill 185 BT 0228, Company B, early D+5 was moved
north of east-west grid line 28 in preparation for B-52 strike, At 1015H
Company E commenced movement to Hill 407 Bt 0727 to secure position for one
platoon of 4,2 mortara sited for fire support of operatioms further to south

8¢y T
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in the hill mass, 4t approximately 1420H the battalion was disposed from BT
029288 to BT 031283 with Company F at BT 029288 preparsd to advance to Hill 185,
Company H, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines nov attached tc the battalion remained at
previous nightis battalion CP location;prepared to reinforce. At 1610H the bat-
talion was ordered to advance wouth to VIET AN BT 0226, At 1940H the lead ele-
ments reached VIET AN, the remaining elements c¢losed shortly thereafter and
established defensive positions, The Battalion met light resistance during the

da{.

,.’- (4) The 34 Bsttalion, 34 Marines continued the search of the valley and
the entrance to the valley. Many caves were found throughout the valley area,
At BT 127277 caves were found containing sots, bLiankets, end medieal supplies,
At 1700H the battalion located caves sontaining sewing machines, large quantities
of medical supplisg, large quantities of uniform material, flash light batteries,
ball point pens, and documents. At darkness the search ended, units established
positions for the night. The battalion CP was located at Hill 100 BT 129286,

Jo Operstions D46, )i Degember,

(1) BIT 2/1 continued their advance south over Hill 370 BT 0926 toward
TRUNG LAM (3) in vicinity BT 0925, The battalion received occasional small arms
fire, Extremely rough terrain necessitated cutting through dense jungle growth,
At 1830H the BLT established a perimeter defense in vicinity BT 07/2{0. The bat-
talion was directed to provide damage surveillance of the B-52 strike szone in its
area of operations, but because of rough terrain, bad weather;, and time limitations
was able to search only the east quarter of the strike zone during this and the
next day, ‘

(2) The 2d Battalion, 7th Marines executed a heliborns assault to the
high ground vicinity BT 0023 in an effort {o block along & reported Viet Cong
ferry site on the SONG CHANG. At 1125H the battalion reported no fire from the .
landing zone, hovever, helicopters were receiving 50 Cal MG fire from vicinity
- of AT 994222, Air and 8lmm mortars were directed st the MG location with excellent
results, At 1430H the front line positions were reported from AT 999233 to BT
002223, At 1440H a mortar platoon of 1/12 was laid and reedy to fire at BT 999232,
The battalion dispatched one unit to mecure the feriy crossing at the suspected
location AT 993221, The battalion CP with Company F and Company H, 2d Battalion
9th Marines consolidated and defended for the night at BT 000232, Company G
established defensive positions at BT 002232,

(3) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines contimueéd the ad¥ance through the valley
to the southwest. Again found many caves, and located an abandoned guerrilla
base camp at BT 133274. From BT 131274 to BT 131265 the battalion found surgical
uniforms, ID cards and bandages. At BT 129270 found 1300 1lbs of rice. Additionally
large quantities of selt, gasoline and 3 sewing machines wers found, At BT 119265
in the area hit by B-52's, the battalion found 12 bodies with cartridge belts, gren-
ades and a Russian carbine., At 1554 the battalion had searched to BT 115253,

k. Operatiops D+7. 15 December.

(1) BIT 2/1 continued search and destroy operations. Platoon patrols
searched in the following areas: Company B, BT 0624; Company G, BT 0623; Company B,
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BY 0723, The pabroln encountered many tunnels and occasional Viet Cong suspects in
caves. By evening the BLT had consolidated for the night in the following positions;

Company E, from BT 066242 to BT 0692433 Company F, from BT 069243 to BT 069238; Com-
peny G, from BT 069238 to BT 066237; Compeny H, from BT 006237 to BT 066242,

(2) The 2d Battalion, 7th Marines remasined in the ferry site ares and ocon-
ducted patrols in and arousd that area, Company F patrolled in an ares AT 985227 -
to AT 986230 southwest to grid line 23 and south to the river, Company H, 2d
Battalion, 9th Marines patrolled from the river BT 000218 to BT 000227 to BT 024220
and south to the northern edge of the SONG CHANG and northwest along the river,
Company B rejoined the battalion at 1330H and remained with the battalion and
Compeny G at BT 024220, At 1630H the ferry site was located at AT 993221 by Company
F who disposed to occupy and control the site, By darkness Companies F and H, 2d
Battalion, 9th Marines had established defensive positions in sonjunction with
their CPs located at AT 996219 and BT 003218 respectively, The remaining Companies.
ui;bliahnd night dofenai’n positions in eonj\metiqn with the bntto.],ion CP at BT
001232,

- (3) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines continued their aoarch of PHUOC HA ‘
- Valley area finding seversl weapons including three TSMG's and ome BAR and four
dead at BT 143280, At 1]O0H shortly after finding the above weapons and bodies v
~ the battalion msde contact at BT 144283 with the enemy who employed 60mm and 8lmm
" mortars., Shortly thereafter, 1ll4H, Company G received small arms fire in the :
~ vielnity BT 14,5279, Artillsry fire was directed against the area and a platoon -
dispatched to search the area, The fire was believed to be diversionary to
detract from the search area where weapons were found, At 1330H BT 12289 Company -
G found one cloth pullover gas mask, At 1500H Company G, 24 Battalion, 4th Marines
arrived at the battalion CP and came under OPCON of the 3d Battalien, 3d Marines,
Additionally the battalion found large quantities of rice, fish oil; and 5,000
meters of communications wire, By darkness the battalion es¢eblished defensive

positions.

1. D18, 16 Degembers

(1) At 0850H as BLT 2/1 continued their search i Bk ) ‘Wns
3d Marines, they received sporadic small amms fire from goordimates BT 093233,
At 1130H the battalion made and mainteined contact &t BT 110240 with an estimated
40 to 50 Viet Cong, By midafternoon the Viet Cong Company brokes eontasct and withe
drov. By evoning the battalion established defensive positions as follows: Com-
P BT 105239 to BT 108239; Company G, BT 105239 to BT 104236; Company H, BT
‘107326 to BT 100239; the battalion CP was located et BT 107230,

(2) At 0730H the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines departed the ferry site to
conduct search and clear operations to the east, Swollen stresms caused by the
continuous heavy rains slowsd the tactisal ¢olumm throughout the day, At BT .
039210 the battalion found what appeared to be a Viet Cong staging area, One of -~
the bulldings at the site contained many blood stains and used bandagea, Several
caves were found in the area, The battalion oetablished defensive pexfimeter
positions in the vieinity BT 068211,

(3) 3d Battalion; 3d Marines continu.d thoir search of the PHUOC HA
Valley area, During the morning Company G, 2d Battaliom, 4th Marines locgted ten
tons of rice at BT 128294, At 1015H Company E at BT 12727‘7 and Company G, 2d Bat-
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talion, 4th Marines at Bl 117257 were alerted and prepared to move south to blook
or attack those Viet Cong units in contast with BLT 2/1, The battalion was not em-
ployed in a blocking role und continued their searsh, ddditiomal caves were dis-
covered at BT 13329, which contained small quantities of medical supplies, At
1540H the ARVN reconnaisgance Company under OPCON of the battalion discovered a
cave at BT 119258 contmiming 25 Viet Cong bodies wearing dark grey uniforms, At
172011 the gattalion established night defensive positions in conjunction with the
battalion CP.

(1) On theeyening of 16 Decemher Task Force Delta issusd orders to the
three participating battalions to commence seaxsh and slear operations to the
east and northeast toward Highway 1 for eventusl retraction afrom the area of

operations,

' (2) BIT 2/1 commenced their advance at 170930H, At 171230H the lead -
elements were located at BY 113252, At 171334H BLYT 2/1 reported their front
lines at BT 126269 with no significant ococurrences, 4t 175050H the BLT repbrted
that they were closing on Hill 180 BT 1327 and had received occasional small
arms fire during the move from BT 125269, At 172000H the BIT defended from the
following positions: Company E, BT 133275 to BT 135276; Company G, BT 131276/ to
BT 134278; Company H, BT 134278 to BT 135279, At 180945H the BIT advanced from
their night positions. At 181320H the forward elemenis of the BLT had reached the
river at BT 183304, The river was swollen and impassable requiring a helolift, At
181800 the helo=ferry-1ift was completed and unit dispositions for the night were:
Company E, BT 187305 to BT 187302; Company G, BT 190304 to BT 1873053 Ocmpany K, BT
187303 to BT 190304, The BLT CP was located at BT 189308. On the 19th the BIT con-
tinued thelr movement and closed at L and M Battery positioms BT 2331 durimg the
afternoon; by dark all BLT units were helolifted to the SIF for deployment and
future relief of units at the PHU BAI emclave,

' (3) At 170855H the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines wentinued to search and
clear to the east, At 170959H the battalion reported their leading elements at
BT 096213, By 171114H the battalion reported their lead element at BT 110218,
The battalion continued their movement east reporting their lead element at BT
130218 at 171217H, At 171250H the battalion received ‘long range small arms fire
in the vieinity of BT 133219 to BT 129219, At 171430H the battalion reported its
lead elemente at BT 144219, At 171810H the battalion lead elements halted for the
day and established night positions of Gompany F and Company H, 2d Battalion, 9th
Marines at BT 164222, Company G, upon closing established their defemsive posi-
tions to the east and in conjunction with Company G and H defensive positions, A¢
180800H the battalien continued its movement tc the east, At 18)005H the lead
elements wers reported at BT 220227, At 181009H the battalion halted their advance
to. helo-evas medical cesualties and equipement from BT 177219, The advance con-
tipued after the lift and at 181303H the lead elements of the tactical column were
Jogated at BT 225228, At 181330H the battalion reported lead elements:im contact
with an estimated Viet Cong platoon at BT 225223, the platoon was taken under fire,
broke contact and withdrew, At 181350H the Viet Cong attacked the center of the
battalion at two locations BT 212224 and at BT 219225 in sn attempt to cut the
tactical column, In addition to small arms fire the Viet Cong employed
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mortars, machine guus, and 57mn recoilless rifles; their strength vas estimated
at more than & reinforced oompany, The battalion consolidated their positions
in KY PHU BT 2122 while Company F flanked the attacking Viet Cong. Company H,
24 Battalion, 9th Marines, supported by artillery, made their way from the

reer to reinforce and rejoin the center of the colummn. The attack lasted .
spproxinately three hours after which the remaining Viet Cong elements withdrew.
The battalion suffered light casualties while the Viet Cong, after final count
the following morning, suffered over 100 KIA. By evening the battalion
established defensive positions from BT 215226 to BT 218227 to BT 215224 to

BT 218225, On the 19th the battalion conducted a search of the Viet Cong positions
finding « trench line and bunker system, Weapons and many bloody bandages
found in the bunker system indicated numerous wounded, but not counted,

during the previous days battle, After destroying the enenmy positions

the battalion continued their advance east., At 191445H the battalion reported
its location at THON HAI BT 2425 and headed for BT 280225 where they were

to entruck to stage at TAM KY for the motor march back to the CHU IAI enclave,
However, the highway bridge at BT 291240 was rendered impassable due to

demage by the ememy action and the convoy could mot make the assigned
entrucking ares, In order to juncture with the convoy & foot bridge was
installed at BT 263253, At 191750H the last element of the battalion

crossed the foot bridge on their vay to enmtruck north of the demaged bridge

BT 291240, Upon reaching the road Company H, 2d Battaliom, 9th Marines
entrucked and departed for the ISA where they Joined a convoy for the DA NANG
enclave closing DA NANG late that evening, The 2d Battalionm, 7th Marines
entrucked and after receiving and returning small arms fire from the village

of PHOUNG HOA (2) BT 2923 departed for the CHU IAI enclave.

(4) At 170805H the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines commenced their advance
northesst. Movement was difficult due to heavy rains and near impassable
gtresms. At 171400H Company E received small arms fire at BT 155293, the
battalion returned fire and eallsd armed helicopters killing two (2) Viet
Cong, The battalion procesded to vicinity BT 179313 where the strean was
impassable, Helicopters commenced lifting Company G, 2d Battalion, 4th
Marines and the 24 ARVN Reconnaissance Company, 529th, from BT 175314 to
L Battery positions BT 235316, The 1ift began st approximately 171700H
and halted at 171750H due to bad weather, During the night Companies E
and G remained with the battalion CP at.BT 175313 while the two lifted
companies remained at Battery L's positions., The next morning Companies
E and G were helolifted to BT 235316 where they joined Company G, 2d
Battalion, 4th Marines entrucked and proceeded to the ISA BT 1544. The
battalion was then lifted at approximstely 181500H, via helicopter to
DA NANG, The 1lift was completed at 181300H.

(5) At 191350H the Task Force CP began displacing to the ISA o
BT 1544 to better comtrol the retraction of all units from the objective area,

(6) Artillery and other combat support and logistic units commenced
| 12 |
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phase-out, in conjunction \dth the ret.rnotion of info.ntry units, Sufﬁ.oiont
infantry security was provided all supporting units during the retraction,
On the 20th the last remaining security and logistic support elements depart-
od the ISA at 1815H via motor march closing the DA NANG emclave at 2030H,

At approximately the same time Task Force Delta CP closed the DA NANG enclave,

n, PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE. See emclosure (5).

12, RESULTS.

a, Gegersl. Most significant results of Operation HARVEST MOON are the
severe losses inflicted on a major Viet Cong Command, destructiom of a large
eneny supply installation, and the psychological impact om both the Viet Cong

forces and the local populace of friendly offensive operations, conducted almosat
at vill, in an area which had been strongly controlled by the Viet Comg.

b. Friendly Equipment and Msterial losses.
(1) One H=34 helicopter dus to mechanical failyre.
(2) Ome UH-1E helicopter due to ground fire,

(3) One AN/PRC 10 radio with MIA forward observer accompanying ARVN
Forces., :

¢, Gueany Equipnent and Materlal loasea.

(1) Suppliess 45 tons of rice, 11 tons of tea, 1,200 gallons of fish
oil, 3 tons of salt, large store of peanuta, 500 lbs of sugar, 300 lbs of
soup mix, 125 gallons of fuel, 500 flashiight batteries, medical suppliee,
3,800 meters plus 40 bolts uniform sloth, 600 complete uniforms, 15,000 bwitcns,
large quantities of papsr and rolls of brown plastic material,

(2) Equipment: 9 bicycles, 31 pisk/mattock, 15 entrenching tools, 200
‘bmboo signal drms, 3 sewing machines, 1 16 inch loud speaker, 1 cloth
* pullover gas mask, 4 AN/PRC-10 radics, 1 AN/PRC-9 redio, 1 AN/PRC=6 redio and
2,000 motere of eommunications wire,

(3) Weapoxms 107 totals o
(a) Crew served: 2 57ms recoilless rifles; 1 8lmm mortar, 1 60
mortar, 1 .50 Cal MG, 2 M19194% MG, 1 DPM MG, 1 French: MG 2 CZECH BRNO MG
(1 1s CHICOM copy), and 2 B=40 rockot launchers. . o L
(b) Individusl: 12 US BAR, 6 TSMG, 14 M—l rifles, 1. M-1 cu‘binol,
1K.50, 5 MATK-49, 1 AK, 38 K-44, 8 MAJ-36, 3 MAUSERS, 1 ENFIELD, 1 UNK SMG,
and 1 UNK rifle.

13
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(¢) Miscellaneouss 2 grenade launchers, 1 12,7 mm AA MG tripod
and 1 8lmm mertar base plate,

(d) Ammunition: 10,000 small arms rds, 24 57 recoilless rifle rde,
13 8lmm morter rds, 73 60mm mortar rds, 1i cases 50 Cal,

do M.nd LOIIOIS KIA bd M un = 265* " L 6’ Mn 1g EBD an lo
* Ag of 23 December 112 WIA had bun returned to duty.

°. Eneny losses.
(1) KIas CONFIRMED POSSIBIE
Ground Forces: k372 327
Marins Air: ® 284,
SAG: 24 UNK

(2) WIA: estimated 100

(3) vcC: 33 (including 4 PAVN)

(4) ves: 231

(5) Ralliers: 3 (ineluding 2 PAVN)

13. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS. See enclosure (6).
1. COMMANDERS ANALYSIS.

&. Bpemy,

(1) Notsworthy in this operation was the very spparent lack of response/
reaction by VC units against potentially lucrative targets in the objsctive area,
some static for relatively long perieds of time, In certain of these cases, such
as the Task Force Command Post and the logistic Support Area, the risk wvas recog-
nized but sccepted on a carefully considered basis, with dus precaution exercised.
In other cases the presentation of targets to VC sctivity was involuntary, often
dictated by conditions beyond the control of the Task Force, Notable among these
wvas bad weather which at times prevented movement of certeim heavy support weapons,
Although active operations detrimental to the VC effort continued to be imitiated
from these positions, there were no significent enemy efforts directed against
such targets.

(2) Similarly, the VC failed to respond to the large-scale use of Route
1 by troop, artillery, and supply convoys proceeding south from DaNeng and north
from Chu Iai to the objective area, a distance of 22 and 41 miles respectively.
Fifty-four convoys wsre csonducted over Route 1 during the period 9-20Des with- .-
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only ocoasional small arms fire and occasionalmortar rounds directed at vehicles.
One vehicle was damaged by a mine, slightly wounding the driver and assistant
driver, and sevsral troop within trucks were hit, none seriously, by small amms
fire. There was no serious opposition by the VietCong.

(3) Although ARVN officers familiar with the objective area cautiomed
about extensive minefields and defensive positions in certain areas deep within
the VC homeland which we planned to pemetrate, subsequent movement of units
through these areas revealed an almost total lack of such defemses.

b. Weather and Terrain.

(1) Of the eleven days that Task Force Delta was actively engaged in
operations sgainst VC forces and installatioms, good weather (clear and sumny)
was expsrienced on only two days; marginal weather was encountered on threes .
days (ceilings 500 - 1200 feet; visibility 1 — 3 miles; light, imtermittemt -
rain): and bad weather was the order of the day during the other six days. )

C (2) The terrain was either high amnd rugged or low, flat, wet ground -

vith very little average between the two, The few existlng rcads and trails - - -
had been systematically destroyed by the VC during a period of better than a
year. An enginser estimate indicated a major engineer effort of approximately
& month's duration was necessary to place one road, which "could have been ubed
as an MSR; into use, Accordingly, trafficebility in the area was poor; mobility
was vested in two meanst foot or helicapter,-* . ‘

(3) These adverse conditions of weather and terrain dictated a positive
requiremsnt for detailed alternate plans, particularly in view of the heavy
relisnce on helicopters diotated by poor ground trafficabllity, When helicop-
ters were unable to fly, primary plans had to be cancelled and alternate
plans immediately substituted for troop sommitments and troop and supporting
weapon movement, ‘

¢. Geperal. Most legssons learned in this operation are merely reaffimae
tion of existing doctrine., Certain recommendations contained in annexss to this
report as submitted by various participating units and staff sections; are being
evaluated within the 3d Marine Division. Additional items considered significant

follow:

(1) Artillery was used extensively in the operation. Two towed bat-
teries of 155mm Howitzers were convoyed to firing positions along Route 1
and covered a large portion of the TAOR. Two batteries of 105mm Howitsers
were lifted by helo into position gemerally in the center of the objective
area providing additional coverage, Remaining areas that could not be covered
by artillery were covered by 4.2" mortar and howtar platoons helolifted inmto
suitable positions with plans to leap fteog them alomg in trace of the wide-
ranging battalion, )

(2) The UH-1E helicopter was used extensively &8 & reconnaissance
15
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and oomménd vehicle, and when gunfigured; for close support of infantry and
troop convoys, particularly when weathsr prevented the use of fixed wing air.

In the widely extended and rapidly moving situation experienced in HARVEST MOON,

the UH-1E wes essentisl for the overall commander and highly desirable for use
by the battalion commanders, to whom it was made available on many occasions.

(3) Where possible, landing zones for 1ifts of assaulting units &nd
landing sites for resupply of units moving overland, were selected on high )
ground, It was found that little, if any, oppoaition was experienced in the uge .
of such 12's, The VC seemed to have prepared his defenses solely on the lower .
slopes of those hill masses he defended.

(4) Accurate, systemstic end timely reporting is mandatory, Reports
must have sufficient detsil to answer at least who, what, when, where, and when
possible, how and why. The reporting requirement demanda the meticulous atten-
tion of commanders at all echslons,

(5) The requirement for positive and easy indentification of widely
separated friendly unit locations on the ground to aviators and observers
airborne was re-emphasized during this operation. The identification problems
stemmed primarily from difficult terrain, adverse weather, and unfamiliarity
of some pilots with the area, Better solutions to existing air-ground identi-
fication procedures are beimg sought within the 3d Marine Divisioen,

(6) Several B-52 strikes were employed im support of the groumd eperation
during HARVEST MOON. The bombs: were dropped where they were supposed to be dropped,
when they were supposed to be dropped and with excellent area coverage. A need
exists to promulgate troop safety limits to field commanders and to develop & means
of immediately and directly informing the field commender when the last bomb is

dﬁppodo

(7) During most of the operation, troops of the infantry battalions im
particular, were exposed to heavy, frequent rainfall and almost ocontinual
wading through flooded paddies, streams, and rivers, .Serveral problems were
developed becsuse of this comstant exposure which kept the individuel Marime
andall of his weapons and equipment thoroughly soaked,

(a) Immersion foot became a real problem, Certain antidotes in
addition to medical treatment, were used during the operation such as the
automatic issue of thousands of pairs of new, dry socks duriag resupply of the
battalions; fires were bullt where possible to dry feet; socks and boots;
and units of company size were rotated out of the operation with fresh companies
assignad as reliefs,

(b) Field boots rotted very rapidly and & high replacemsnt rate
was experienced., Issue of needed boots was also effected, on request by bat-
talions, during the daily helo resupply.

(¢) The jungle boot immer sole chafed feet badly after continued
i-noraion in wvater, An unsatisfactory equipment report is beimg prepared on
this item, o

» (d) A definite need exisﬁs for wsapons cloininé gear which is an
% | UNGLASSIFIED | e
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individusl, waterproofed item of issue. Cloth swabs for bore cleaning, for
example, are currently packaged im large, um~waterproofed bumdles, usually
wrapped in only reguler department store-type wapping paper. These large
bundles containing thousands of patches arrived at battaliens im resupply
runs, &lready wvater-soaked even before distributiom to companies, A retura
to the WW II small waterprcof packet containimg about ten cloth swabs 1is '
needed, ILubricating oil is received most often in large, several gallon
contaipers, or larger, which complicates distribution to the individual and
often results in much waste through spillage. Smaller comtainers are essent-
lal., 4 water-proof, spray type lubricant of the WD=40 type appears to be
highly desirable for operations in extremely wet climates.

(8) The attitude of the villagers in the QUE SON District Headquarters
is worthy of note. The village had been surrounded by VC for mors than a year.
The only road into the village from the coast and Route 1, was impassable be-
ocause of extensive demolition by the VC during that year. Buses and other
vohicles were parked within the village, stranded, unabls to prooceed more than
500 meters along the road in any direetiom, The village was slowly beinmg
constricted and strangled. An air cf hopelessness and apathy pervaded the
entire area, This changed to cheer, hopefulness and optimism; almeat overmight,
when sizeable mumbers of friendly ferces began to arrive im the vicimity, It
was obvious that the villagers were under the impression that these forces
were going to atay, They welcomed the Americens whole-heartedly and; on
departure of the troops ten days later, sincere regret was evinced not only
by the village officials, but alse by a large part of the population,
(Enclosure (8)).

(9) Insofar as civic action is concermed, hundreds ef villagers
were treated in the villsge dispensary by the small medicel staff attached to
the Task Force Headquarters, Medical supplies and blankets were made avail-
able to the village dispensary through the District Chief, obtained from
Civie Action Medical Assistance Program sources, Certain obvious damage
to private property, primarily that ceused by air resupply drops, was setiled
on the spot through the Digtrict Chief er other local officials, using small
amounts of captured funds made available by 3d Marine Division G=2 for this
purpose. Otherwise time and geographical remoteness of the village pre-

cluded major civic action endoavorao
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PROVISIONAL ARTILLURY BATTALION

_W

& Degember 1965

The wirning order for Operation Harvest Moon was received, Organiza-
tion of the irovisional Artillery Battalion ocoumenced, with the farma-
tion of a reduced strength Headquarters Battery of five officers
and fifty enlisted. 4 task organization was developed, consisting of
two 105mm howitzer batteries and, initially, one 155mm howitzer battery.

1 Deceuber 1969

411 battery co:.uanders, including €O, Battery M, 4th Battalion,
11¢h Marines, fron CHU LiI, were briefed, as were forward observer
teams for employment with ARWN forces, the liaison officer for ARVN
artillery, and the NGF spot teame Assembly and equipping of personnel
of the Headquarters Battery was coLpleted, includidg the formation of
8 24-man columnication pleatovn. Flans were mede for steging all wnits
to assembly areas and thende to the LSA or fighting positions, as
appropriate.

8 Recember 1965

Battery M, 4/11, departed CHU LAI at O80CH for THANH BINH, Occupy=-
ing a position initially at BT158444, this battery was subsequently
displaced to BT165413 to suzport the attack of the lst Battalion, 5th
SRVN Regte znd the 11th JRVN Renger Battalion, TFO teams had joined ARVE
wiits, and had a liaison team with the ARVN artillery and a NGF spot
team, One llarine FO teamwith an ARVN unit which was overrun was res-
cued by helicopter, 00, Battery i, formed a replacement FO team. Twe
(2) additional iHVE 105mm howitzers were heliolifted to 'UE SON et 1830H,
At the Battalion CP in DA N:NG, Operation Order 1-65 and Admin Order
165 were received and distributed to all units of the Provistional
irtillery Battalion. By 2400 of this date, Battery M had fired 52 rounds
on one observed fire mission at BT105330 and 9 unobserved missionss

9 Decemben 1965

At 0600, Battery M, 4/11, fired at a reinforced VC Battalion at
BT103337, Four .observed missions were fired, expending 202 rounds. :
Initial surveillance indicated over 100 VC casualties. During the period

all radio contact was lost with harine FUs with 4RVN units. The
rtillery battalion recon party departed Di NANG by helicopter at 0830H
for the LSA; arriving at 0900H, The recon party <departed the LS4 for

QL4 80N at O92CH, and arrived at that location at 0930H, A liaisean officex

_ ENCLUSURE (1)
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was immediately sent to the 4RWN battevy located in the tgwn. By

101C0H, wire commniocations had been e stablished with the ARVN battery

and it was prepared to support the attuck by 2/7 on Objestive 1, it
1000H, an 40 reported that FO lMike 1's position had been overrun; at
1345, the team was located on Hill 43 fgm125320). Food and a radio

were supplied to the team by helicopter. 4t 1430H, contact was regained
with this team. Battery M, 4/11, fired a total of 280 rounds in 3. -
missions for FO Mike 1, Surveillance indicated over 200 VC bodies, The
first clements of Battery "F" 2/12, arrived at FT045343 at 1212H, Pree
Paration fires supsorting the 2/7 attack on Objective 1 were begun by

the .RWN battery at 1240H and were completed at 1312H., By 1700H, the
artillery Battalion command post has completed displacement from (Uf SON
to BI045343. Battery F co.pleted its helo lift and was lald and ready

to fire at 1630H, Batteries ' F and M had coupleted & registration by
nighifall, Battery M fired, in additon, 12 observed missions dwring

the period, for a total of 545 rounds in 52 missions. The battalion FIQ
had been partially dug in by sundown, and fighting and foxholes for troops
had also been prepareds Digging in of ami.o pits had comn.enced. Radio
coli wWilcations at the close of the dny consited of trunk lines to the
ARVN battery, the Task Force FSCC, and Battery F. Radio circuits included
the bettalion cor.a;:and/fire direction net, air gpot net, and a helicopter
landing zone control net, as well as Battery M conduct of fire net,
4dditional wire lines were a trunk to the Task Force admin board and

to Coi::any "D", 1/3, which had moved in to protect the artillery position,

10 December 1965

The .{VN battery at (Us SON fired in support of a Recon Company.
patrol at BT027339. Battery F fired in support of 2/7 on automatic
weapons at BTOB0248, BTO79286 and BT0B3285. The automatic weapons fire
ceaseds Directed by an AU, Battery F fired on four .50 caliber iGs and
troops at BT019275., The lGs were silenced. 4lso controlled by an A0,
the LAWY battery fired on automatic weavons at BT035275. The weapons
were silenced. Battery F fired on a suspected VG position at BT002290,
coordinntes supylied by the Task Force FSCC, During the period, rese
trictive fire areas for both. -RW and USLC artillery were delineated.
,Mork continucd on improvement of position, with the Battalion FDC being
cou.letely dug in. With the protective rifle company in position; the
perimeter dofenses were improved. Ammunition supply was built up
slowly, With the srrival of 2/1 in the obJjective area, conmnications
were established with the art-llery liaison officer, 4Also, an additional
artillery battalion comngnd/fire directiom net was activated, with 2/7
ligison officer on this net, - -

11 December 1965 -

The first elements of Battexy ".i", 1/11 arrived at BI046344 at 0950H,
Only a portion of the battery had arrived, however, when, due to westher,
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further 1ifts were suspended at 1025H, Later in the day, 1lifts were
rvoswaed, and by.1550H, the entire battery was in position, laid, and ready
to fire, ﬁ}nlﬁgglporning, Battery P fired preparation fires for the
landing of+2/1, and the .RW battery fired on an estimated 100 ¥C at
BT955365. Battery F fired missions at coordinates BT087284, BI0&8267
for 2/1, snd at VC bunkers at BTO17351, The .RVN battery fired at 2

VC 2t BT966358, directed by an .40, With Batteries F and .. reinforcing,
Baiteryls fired on an estimated 400 VC at BT090345. Battery F fired on

a VO asscubly point at BT095285, Battery L, 4th Battalion, 12th Marinecs
arrived in the objective nrea, takiug position. at BT230315, being laid
and reqdy to fire at 1910H, Baitery 4 fired on a suspected VO CP o
BT061285, By the cnd of the pericd comummnications had been expanded 4o
include Battery L opcrafing on the Battery li conduct of fire net. Contact
hed  boen established with Lliaison officers with 3/3, 2/7, and 2/1, Wire
co s nicrtions hnd been laid from the battalion FDC to Ba .tery ..
Tirovenent of position centinued with the arrival of sandbags sand congors
tinc,  wrmnition supply wes being buvilt up toward the goal of a mininum
of three days of mmumunition on position,

12 Decenber 1965

During the period, Battery 4 fired prepavation fires for 2/1, mnd ot
VC at coordinates BT094271 and BT064272. Battery F fired in support of
3/3 or a bunker at BT7995352 and in support of o recon patrol at a VO
co.prny at BT064272, Battury F wes registered, and Battery 4 fired in
& barrage for 2/1. Battery L fired at a suspected wortar position at
BT132278, on automatic wcapons at BT144276, on 20 ¥C in to open (in
sup,ort of 3/3) at Bt160274, end, under the control of an .0, at VO
in thc open »t BT132277, Battery F fired illumination in support of
2/1 ¢t B1099275. During the pcriod a restriction was placed on the
firing of unobserved missions by 155miu howitzers beeause of the necessity
of conscrving a munition. This restriction continued throught the
reucinder of the action., . resupply of batteries was obtained on this
dote and improvement of positions continued with revetment of the
heviitzers and elio pits using dirt~filled arw.o boxes and sandbags,
Batiery IPDCe were dug in,

13 Decanber 1965

One pletoon (two weapons) frow lbrtear Bettory, 1/11, arrived in the
obj.ctive arca and were laid and rcady to fire at Bt077276 by 14 30i,
fegistrrtion of Batteries i, F and L was accorr-lished during the period,
Betiiry L fired at VC at BLI08022754, BT122260 and BT146275., Battery
2 fired at targets at BT117267 and BT127270. Battory P fired at 10 to
~5 VG at BT134281, and at 7 VC in a village at BTO25267. Plans were
“nde to displace two 105mm howitzers of Battcry . to a position at
BI016270 where fires could be delivered im support of 2/7, Work on
improvoment of »oll positions eontinucd, The battelion courunientions
syﬁtemswyas“gﬁgggggd to include a mortar Yr.tery conduct of fire net,
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14 Decomber 1965

One platoon (threc wegpons) frow lortar Battery, 1/12 arrived in
objective arca and took josition at BT999232, being 1laid and ready
to fire by 1440H. .4t 1030H, displaccint of two 105mn l.owitzers fron
Brttery . coudtenceds. This novewent was never completed, inasnuch as only
one H-37 helicopter was available, and that for only a short tiue.
4lsG, one 105mm howitzer carriage was set down 300 metors from the desired
position; rcasscubly of that howitzer was thus never Posgible, H-d theso
two howitzers been lended complete and capable of firing, they cculd
hove engaged an estinated 500 VGO in grid scunres 9933, 9937, 9922, 9921
and 0520, During the poeriod, Battery F fired on VO in trenches nt
BIS98286 (coentrolled by. AO), and together with Battery 4, on VO at BT055390
in sw..ort of .HVN nctioh@.. Battery F also fired illumination for 2/
at BTC19293 and BT023285. Battery 4 fired on VO at BT127270 in svoport
of 3/3. Bottery M displaced from its original position to BT234%14,
being in position and reody to fire by 2000H. That night the nortar
Slatoon from 1/11 fired illusinetion for 2/1. Battery I displeced to
Betiery L position area at 2040H t0 continue support of operation. Conie
wicatios cxpansion this date included the addition of n conduct of fire
net fer the mortar platoon from 1/12, and a conduct of fire cireuit
for the VN artillery advisor, Genersl improvement of all positions
continued,

15 Diceriber: 1965

licgistration of Batterica I =nd L was conpleted this date. The

plztoon of howitzers from Bath.ry .. wns rcturned to its original positim,
40-controlled rissions were fired by Baticries 4 ond F at coordinntes
BT053388, BTS98341 (13 VC), BTO10409 (30 VC carring weunded) and BTO11407,

In suy ort of LRV opverations, Batteries 4 snd F fired st cocrdinates
BT0%%%92, BTO5239U‘(ostimated VC battalion), BT0O54398, Bi022392, BT025393,
BT023%386, LTO57440, BT048:04, BTC23406, BTC28402, BTO56390, BT051%94,
BTC44396, BTO33391, BTO24390, and BIV20390, Battery L fired in support

of 3/3 cn wh weapons at BT114283. kortar platoon, l/ll fired illuuina-
tien fer 2/1 at BIO62242, Iuprovement of rosition continued with over-
heading of soie of the ammo pits, ~nd installation of more protective wirg

16 Docorber 1965

- Warning order for retraction was issued, and a recon party from
Battery 4 helilifted to LS., By 1420H all Battery 4 had eoupleted 1ift
te the L34 and was in position, rcady to fire from that sroa. Battery L
fired in suppert of 3/3 ot BT125260 and for 2/1 nt BT112242, Registrrtion
of Brttories M end L was accomplishcd, Battery F fired for 3/3 at o VC
platoon nt FI115295, Battery L illuminated at BT125260 for 3/3,
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17 Decenber 1965

tlans wcre niade to displace the ~¥tillery battalion CFP to the 1.8..
Control was prased to Bettcry M and tho Ci' was struck, Bad weathex |5
grounced heliceptors ~nd the displocement was coneelled, The Cr was
rostrblished at the sane location and comrmnications vias re-instelled,
Control was rcsuued. Battexry F fired loceting rounds to enable a lost -
patrol from Coupany D, 1/3 to return to position,

18 Locorbur 1065

Displnceront of the srtillery battalion CP to the Li. coumcnced rt
1120H rnd wos conpleted ~t 120CH, By nidefternoon, all communicrtions
hréd boen installed ~nd control was assuned fron Battery I, During the
oeriod, the mortsr platoon, 1/12, displeced to the L34, and thcnee to
D, ¥G, in conjunction with 3/3; 4 pert of Battery F (threc howitzors)
disploced to the LS., Battery L fired for 2/7 on VC at BT178212,
BT210220, BT229219, BT210219 ~nd BT175215., .4t the LS., plans for
doforsc werce nede, incorporesting Battery L, the three howitzers from
Battery F, ~n the worters of Coupeny D, 1/1, That night Bottery 4 fired
H&Is. The batialion CP received sone 8. and eutomntic wonpons fire
during thce night,.

19 Decerber 1965

Bnttery 1, 4/11 displeced to (iU L.I by road, arriving at 17:5H,
The sorter platoon, 1/11 displrced by helicopter to the aircraft carricr,
3=4tory F ocoupleted displrccuent to Loa and tock up firing positionsa
at 1230H, Battery F couiienced overland displnccnient to Di N.JG, srriving
thexc -t 1430H, With the arrival of Conpony D, 1/3, in thc LS., plens
wore nede for integratiom of this coiprnies morters inte the defense of
the 1S, Battery - fired cxtensive F&I fircs during the night, Plans
were firmed up for convoy proteetien the follewing day. Couniunicntions
wero cstrblished with n linison officir at DIEN B.N and T.h KY, through
whoil . RVN artillery forces were aveilable on calls In addition ax
~rtillery .U was on station to cover both north and south bownd convoys,
Battory . was laid to provide fire for north-bound oonveys, Battury L wng
prepered to fire south,

20_Decciber 1965

Britery L and the artillery battalion headgurxters con: enced rotor
sovoacnt to D, 1.XG nt 0920H, crriving there at 1300H. 3Battery A coir enced
dis;plrcerent at 1000H and arrived at D. 1.°G ot 1430H.
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SURVEILLANCES
ARTILLERY Confirmed Estimated #
KTa 16 270

#Due to the heavy contact on D day and D plus 1 plus the
fact that most of the lucrative targets were fired in support
of ARVN in their area of operation, accurate and lmmediate on
the ground body couhts were impossible, The mejority of the

surveillance came from ACY's in the alr.
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INTELLIGRNGE o
1. Estimate of the Situation Anticipated in Objective Area,

a, Current intelligence in the area of opere.tione had 1ndioeted
that the 1st Viet Cong Regiment had returned to its old operating area
in the mountains and valley regions of HIEP DUC, VIET AN and QUE SON
and thus posed a formidible threat to RVN forces.in the area, The Viet
Cong had developed a variety of base areas which were scattered throughout
the area of impending operations, This was believed to be a well=developed
complex containing medical facilities; training camps; food, weapons and
ammnition storage areas; and printing facilities, The popule.tion was
considered to be pro-Viet Cong.

b. Oomge:l.t:l.on. Units expected to be encountered :Ln the area of
opera.tione consisted of: !

60th Battalion

80th Battalion )
90th Battalion :
LOOth Arty

70th Battalion
CHU DUNG Bat ’a”-’ion

L9th Battalion (?7) S
U/I Battalion n .
D-20 Company ‘ '

D=21 Company

Units considered to be outside the area of operatione but \d.thin reinforo:l.ng
distance weres

7th Battalion
A-16 Company
A-<19 Company
D.22 Company
¢, Dispositions. See Figure 1.

. d. Cambat Effectiveness of Viet C Forces in Area of ( rationa, The
combat effectiveness of the 1st Viet Cong Regiment was considered to be good.
Although they had suffered heavy losses in Operation STARLITE, there were
indications that they had recouped their strength. The recent attack on HIEP
WC indicated that the regiment was again capable of coordinated action. The area
of operations was well-known to the regiment and the local populace was expected
to support them, No information was available to Judge the combat effectiveness

of other reported units, Their combat effectiveness was thus considered to be
‘expellent until proven otherwise,
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- @, Probable Courses of Aétion. Analysis of enemy capabilities resulted .
in the following being published as the enemy!'s pro'bable courses of action S
in Operation HARVEST MOONs .

(1) withdraw to mountainous areas while using local force and
guerrilla units to harass and delay friendly forces, .

(2) Defend if engaged and unable to avoid friendly units, breaking
contact and exfiltrating at first opportunity.

" (3) Harass friendly units with small arms, sutomatic weapons, mortar
and recoilless rifle fire,

(L) Conduct ambuahes of p&trols and maneuvering forces.

2. Viet Cong Strength and Situation Actuallz ‘Encountered in Ob:)ective Areao

a. Prior to the commitment of Marine Corps units in Operation HARVEST MOON, the
11th ARVN Ranger Battalion was believed to have engaged the 70th Battalion on 8
December. The following day, the lst Battalion, 5th ARVN Regiment was believed to
have engaged both the 60th and 70th Battalions. These actions took place in the
southeastern sector of the planned area of operations and generally coincided with
the anticipated enemy dispositions. Statements of captives taken durirg the opera~-
tion indicate that the Viet Cong in the area were planning an attack on a District
Headquarters. This would account for VC unit displacements resulting in new loca-
tion and subsequent encounters by ARVN units in the initial phases of the operation.

b, Units Identified.,

(1) 519th AA Bn (AKA 195th AA Bn) - Identified as having been in contact -
through interrogation of captives, two Ralliers, and translaﬁcn of captured
docunments,

(2) 80th Bn - Identified as having been in contact and in the area o
operations through the interrogation of one captive, translation of captured
documents and markings found on captured pack.

(3) 90th Bn - Identified as having been in the area through the tramsla-
tion of captured documents being processed by the G-2, ICTZ.

(4) A10 Co - Identified as having been in the area of operations by the
translation of captured documents and warkings found on captured ‘packs,

(5) T112 Co = Identified as having been in the area of operations by .
translation of captured documents.

¢. Other Significa.nt Intelligence Gained.

(1) Infiltration of PAVN Anit-Aircraft Unit. The 519th/195th AA Bnwas
identified as having infiltrated into QUEE!‘E UANG-NAM Provinces. The infil-
tration, as reported by 5 captives and 2 Ralliers, began in late June and was
completed by late November or early December, The route was not located exactly,

2 SECRET
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but reportedly started in VINH LINH; passed through LAOS; and possibly entered RVN
in the vicinity of KONTUM. The infiltration waes accomplished by the echelonment
of three separate companies, They carried their equipment and personal effects
with them as well as a small amount of ammunition.

(2) 00B of 519th/195th AA Bn. See Figure 2.

(3) DONG LINH Logistics Base. Prior to Operation HARVEST MOON, numerous
reports had been received through various sources from a variety of agents to the
effect that the DONG LINH valley area was a major Viet Cong logistics base. Fol-
lowing a B-52 strike on 12 December, the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines proceeded down
the valley in a search and destroy mission., In the course of three days in the
valley, this battalion discovered many of the reported caches wherein considerable
quantiities of materiel were captured and either destroyed or turned over to the
local District Chief for further disposition locally. The importance of the DONG
LINH Logistics Base can be judged on the basis of the amounts and types of materiel
it contained. This involved 45 tons of rice; 11 tons of tea, 3 tons of salt, along
with large stores of fish oil, peanuts; sugar and soup mix; weapons and ammnition
stores including three light machine guns and 34 new CHICCM 7.62mm Moissin-Nagant
Carbines still in preservative grease; a uniform factory with uniforms; a stock of
3800 meters and 4O bolts of material of excellent quality, 3 sewing machines,
15,000 buttons, and bundles of thread.

...................

(4) Location of Viet Cong Assembly Areas. The interrogation of captives
and Ralliers indicate that the 51Gth AA assembled and regrouped at CAOQ NGAN
(BT 068268) following the fighting with the ARVN on 9 and 10 December. Interroga-
tion of suspects enlarged upon the picture of GAO NGAN being both an assembly area
and rallying area not only for the 519th AA Bn, but also another unidentified bat-
talion size unit. Prisoner interrogations further indicate that AN TRANG (1)
(AT 990259) was the assembly area for the 519th AA Bn following their participation
in the HIEP DUC attack and prior to their deployment to the high round ori NUI GIAT
(BT 0427) and NUI CHAP CHAI (BT 0727). It was further determined that AN TRANG (1)
would also be the rally point for the 519th AA Bn if and/or when exfiltration from
the area of operations was to be effected. * ‘

{5) Infiltration of North Vietnamese into QUANG NAM-QUANG TIN., I CTZ. Un-
deniable evidence of PAVN infiltration into I CI'Z by the 519th/195th h Bn was
obtained through the interrogation of prisoners and Ralliers. This infiltration
was accomplished by tactical units in complete secrecy. During interrogation two
captives stated that they had heard that the PAVN 36th Regiment has been infiltrated
into RVN to "replace" the 1st Viet Cong Regiment. The presence of the 36th Regiment
is not accepted on the basis of such hearsay. The presence of the 519/195th AA Bn
in the area of operation during Operation HARVEST MOON is accepted. It would appear,
however, that this battalion suffered considerable losses in persounsl and equipment
as a result of repeated air attacke, : T

(6) Miscellaneous Order of Battle. .

(a) During the interrogation of lbaptivea s 8everal unit designations were
mentioned, The 84th Regiment and the 36th Regiment were both mentioned; however,

3 SECRET
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.the capt:ures had no definite information and could only say that they had "heard"
that these units were in the QUANG NAM-QUANG TIN area.

(b) The T202 Co. was reported by the Rallier Lai SO. No information
is held concerning this unit, however, the designation "T" has generally been
connected with training units, This Rallier alsc stated that the AKA for this
unit is "THANH MAI" which is a known AKA for the 80th Bn, An analysis of the
VCC'a atatement indicates the T202 Co, trained in eastern BINH SON District with
1st VC Regiment, departing that area on 14 Aug » four days prior to Operation
St&rliteo

() Captive Nguyen Tung TU claimed to have been from the 3d Co, 41lth
Bn, 312th Regt., This battalion was reported to have the strength of 200 men. The
regiment was reported to consist of two battalions; the 411th and 412th, The
captive was considered unreliables however, it is possible that he had trained
with elements of the 3L2th in North Viet Nam. A note of interest is the parallel
between known PAVN unit designations. There is a confirmed 312th Division with a
141st Infantry Regiment and a 1k2d Heavy Weapons Battalion. There seems to be no
correlation between these units and those mentioned by the captive except fa the
simllarity in the numerical designations,

(d) Although s%1ll speculetive, the presence of the 519th AA Battalion
suggests the possibility that s PAVWN regiment has infiltrated or is about to infil-
trate into this area, This specuilation is supported by the overall scale of infil-
tration, reports of which custinue to be received, -

(7) Psychologicel YVulnerability of 519th AA Bn Pegsorme o The 519th/195th
AA Bn was considered a lusrative psywar target due to the recent and repeated air
strikes on their positions, Npuysn Quang DAT and Nguyen Van HUNG indicated that
due to.these strikes, luow food supply, no mail, and sickness, the morale was low.
Many others wanted to defect but that they were watched by their nfficers,
Captives were persuaded to wite letters for leaflet drops and meké tape resorded
broadeasts to be played wwer sivbuime loudspeakers, Other captives indicated that
these leaflets were dropped on the target unit and that in one instance the officers
gathered them up ard refused tc let the men read them, In another instance, they
were ignored. The short term results of these leaflets cannot be assessed; however,
there is every reason tc believe Lhat the remnants of the 519th AA Bn continues to
be a vulnerable pyjwar target.,

3. Terrain Descript@gg 0

&, The area of operatlons was geperally located in a flat, cultivated valley
bounded on the north, west snd south by rugged mountains covered by secondary growth
and interspersed with tropicali vainforest, The major valley area and the numerous
highland valleys in and between the mountains contained terraced paddy and dry crop
areas dotted by islands of yeiatively wooded high ground where ars located the houses
and living areas of the local populace, There are numerous hedgerows which bound and
interweave among the cultivated fields and paddies,
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b, Observation and Fields of Fge;' Long range observation and
fields of fire were afforded the Viet Cong over the approaches into

the area of operations from the east by the high ground dominating
the valley on thrse sides and the numerous rises of ground across the
entire valley floor,

¢. Cover and Concealment, There was considerable cover and con-
cealment available in the valley area for relatively large units
due to the numerous pine stands, hedgerows, cane stands and built-up
1living areas on the numerous islands. Long range detection was possi-
ble, however, dus to the barren paddy and dry crop areas which were sub-
ject to excellent observation from the surrounding hill massss,

d., Obstacles,

(1) Manmade. The two roads leading west from National Route
1 to QUE SON and VIET AN were effectively interdicted by countless aits
and destroyed bridges over the numerous rivers and streams in the valley,

(2) Natural, The entire valley floor was interlaced with a river
and stream complex which at this time of the year was an effective barrier
to freedom of cross-=country movement, The rain further contributed to the
natural obstacles by inundating the great portion of the valley and turning
the rice paddies into effective barriers to sasy cross-country foot movement,
The rugged, overgrown hill masses and mountains bordering the valley were
natural obstacles which tended to channelize and restrict movement,

e. Key Terrain Features,

(1) Hi11 280 (BT 0438) and the northern hill mess commanding local
route 82 dominated the northeastern ground approach into the area of
operations,

(2) Hil1l 441 (AT 9828) and 445 (AT 9925) domirnated the western
extremity of the QUE SON valley and the narrow entrance to the HIEP IUC
valley.

(3) The southern mass of hills running east from VIET AN amnd
including hill 401 (BT 0427), hill 407 (BT 0727), hill 378 (BT 0526),
hill 330 (BT 1127), hill 434 (BT 0924) and hill 479 (BT 132L) dominated
the southern approach into the area of operstions, VIET AN, the DONG LINH
valley and the area between the QUE SON valley and the SONG CHANG river

valley,

f+ Avenues of Approach,

(1) The entire QUE SON vallsy formed a northeast to southwest
approach into the area of operations, ' ‘

5 SECRET
ENCLOSURE (2)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

 (2) The pass between HON NUI TAU gnd NUI CHOM in the vicinity
of AT 9637 formed an avenue of approach into the western extremity of
the QUE SON valley in the area of operatlons,

(3) The valley of the SONG LAU past VIET AN formed an avenue
of approach into the southwestern extremity of the QUE SON valley,

(4) The HIEP DUC valley formed a western avenue of approach
into the QUE SON valley,

L4, Weather

a, Weather in the area of operations consisted of intermittent
rain and overcast skies with corresponding low ceilings, There was no
variation from the average temperatures for this time of the year,

b. Effects on Enemy Operations. There waes no known adverse
effect of weather on Viet Cong operations, It is assumed that their
cross-country movement was hampered somewhat and hindered the evacu-
ation of their dead and wounded and the resupply of their combat units,
To what degree weather affected Viet Cong operations cannot be determined
at this time,

c. Effects on Priendly Operations, In general, the extended periods
of rain in the objective area restricted our full employment of heli-
copters and close support aircraft. Ground operations were hampered
due to the reduced visibility im the mountains during periods of heavy
overcast and rain, Flooded paddies and swollen streams ciusedby the
constant rain further hampered ground operations and cross-country
mobility,
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AIR SUPPORT OPERATIONS

CONFIDENTTAL

1. Sumary of Alr Support Operations

"Harvest Moon" was planned and put inte exesution in a very short
time frame and only personnel with a "need to know® were informed of the oper-
ation., In consonance with most counterinsurgency oparations in Vietnam, the
- nature of the terrain and enemy activity in the objective area dictated '
intensive use of air support from the initial stages of planning for the CoTy
opsration., A Tactical Area of Responsibiiity (TAOR) (as contained in Amnex I’
to Operation Order 1-65) was designated for the opsrstion and approved by the
ARVN Commander I Corps. Initial planning included a heliborne assault on D+l -,
by 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines on Objective One (LZ-BT | m§) 8 hill mass T
southwest of the town of Que Son, Subsequent opsrations anvlnioned nfix and
destroy" opsrutions against the Viet Cong in the ares, as ordered, utilising
any or all elements of Battalions 2/7; 2/1; or 3/3, The First Mnr:lno Air Wing
was directed to provide air suppert for the opsration, The First Marine Alr- ;
craft Wing was later augmented Ly the helicopter resources of HMM~343 and P
HMM-261 who have been under OPCON of FIELD FORGES Vietnam, and ghe Special 3
Landing Force, respectively.

The operation encompassed a period of approximately 12 days. An airborne
Direct Air Support Center (DASC), utilizing a XC=130, was employed frem L-Hour minu:
ons on DDay plus one, through D-Day pius twe when the Task Force Delta DASC was
set, up at Que Son, adjacent to the Command Group, PFor the remainder of the oper-
ation the DASC at Gue Son (Landshark Brave) contrelled air suppert eperations,
Tactical air requests were handled by Landshark Bmvo over the TAR net as well as
through the Task Force S<3 to the DASC°

The Logistics Support Area {LSA) at (BT 154-450) served also as & helicopter
staging area, Alircraft fuel was available en D+2 at the LSA. An element of MAG-16
. operations established & helicopter control teim with the necessary cemmunications

to contrel helicopters in and cut of the LSA. This contrel téam was alse tied in
te Landshark Bravo, the DASC at Que Son, by both phope and radio.

After the initial heliberne landings of the three battalions on D+l and D#2;
there wers approximately 60 additionsl helicopter 1ifts of platoon size or larger,
plus the numerous dajily Med Evac, recennaissance, liaison and smaller resupply and
administration missions. The nature of the operation dictated minimum time be-
tween planning and execution ¢f these missiens, The major pertion of these lifts
were condueted in marginal weatHer conditions with ceilings of 300 te 1500 feet
and visibility from % mils tc 3 miles. Coupled with the mountainous terrain and
enemy Iire, these weather conditionz were extremely hazardeus for air operations. |
Helicopters and fixed wing aircraft wers successfully employed under these
conditions; however, !

Ir accordance with First Marine Adrcraft Wing doctrine, all assault lifts inte

unsecure zones were preceded by landing zone prep by Al and Fi attack aircraft,
Helicepter escort and landing zone CAP by AL attack aircraft plus armed UH-1E fire
suppression support were alse provided. Weather, as ment.ioned earlier, influenced
the effectiveness of air support to & considerable extent and:dictated the ordnance
-utilized, Napalm, 20MM rockets and 250 1bs M-8l bombs with Snakeye fins and Daisy
Cutter fusing were employed for this lew level work, Normally twe or four fixed
wing aircraft were on station continuously during daylight hours when weather per-
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 mitted and eight sircrafi were on 15 minvte ground slert at Danang and Ghu Lai

during darkness and bad weather. A flare plane at Danang and'Med Evac helicepters - L

at the L3A were alse on 15 minuts ground alert threugheut the. speratien. Alr
Suppert Radar Teams at both Danang and Chu Lail coentrolied TPQ»10 missions in the
objective area during the periods of darkness. While the ASRT has the capability
of controlling bembing drops within 500 meters ef friendly treops, there was ne
requirement for TPQ-10 drops that clese on this epgratien, Four targets in the
ebjective area weres interdicted by USAF B-52 bombing reids during the "Harvest
Moon" cperation, This required clese coordinatien to insurs the safety of ground
troops and aircraft in the vicinity. .

CH-37 helicopters proved invaluable in transperting batteries eof stripped
down 105 hewitzers and carrying ¢ommunications vans and jeeps inte the ebjective
area, One stripped down UH-3L was retrieved by a CH-37, Twe Army CH=,7's assisted
in the epsratien by plcking up several other UH-34's forced down by mechanical
trouble, Two helicopters wers lost in the "Harvest Moon" operatien. One UH-34
forced down by mechanicel trouble wes destroyed by the VC with grenades before a
security force could be brought in te protect it. The crew was safely evacuated,
A UH-)E was shot down on & night Med Evac mizsion; the pilet was killed and three
crow members were WIA,

There wers a total of 106 incidente in which helicopters repsrted being fired
at, Fifty three aircraft were hit with over 160 rounds. A number of thess were
.50 caliber rounds. Total casualties incurred by aviation personnel were 1 KIA
and 12 WIA,

Armed UH-1E helicopters played a vital rele in escorting road convoys frem Chu
Lai and Danang to the LSA and return, Along with Army Ol1B!s, they alse provided
valuable reconnaissancs information, UH=1E pilets provided a valuable seource for
TAC(A) requirements.

A summary of the opeiation shows that the A=l &nd F=i aircraft flew a total
of 523 sorties and 7i0 fiight hours during "Harvest Moon, The helicepters flew
9,230 sorties and 3,262 flight hours. They lifted 12,177 troops and 638 tons of
carge. KC-130 aircraf} made thres air drops of 105 and 155 ammunition tetaling
90,000 peunds and received 10 hits frem smell arms fire., Ordnance expended included
1058 MK-81/ANM=57 250§ bambs, 539 MK-82/ANM-6L 500 bembs, 173 napalm 208 5" Zuni
rocket s, 1529 2,75 FFAR and Lazy Dogs,

2, Problems Encountered

a. Weather was a critical factor in the operation, Both helicopters and
fixsd wing aircraft conduct spsratviens in weather that was below safe operating
minimums, At thess lew altitudes and reduced visibility, aircraft were exposed
not only to the hazards of the terrain, but to excessive small arms and autematic
fire as well, Low altitude operations alse restricted the type ordnance delivered
at lew altitudes could be smpleysd,

b. Heavy Lift Capability was not sdequate for the operation. While the CH-37
helicepters utilized did an outstanding Job, the operation emphasized the need
for a helicopter capable of lifting 105 howitzers and downed UH~34's without having
to strip or disassemble them, This is especially true in the case of downed UH-34's
where retrieval time must be minimal to avoid destruction of the aircraft by the
VC., Denmonstration of the value of this capability was provided when Army CH=-47
helicopters retrieved several HU=3L's after only the roter blades were removed.
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c. Helicopter availability became & problem as the intensi- e tempe of
hellopter eperations continued day after day without let up. Hellcepter
maintenancs units were unabls to keep pace as s«ll avalladle aircreft were util-
ized, previding little or ne time for necessary preventive maintenance. Avail-
ability diminished daily until the end of the apsretion.

d. While gab--pyeblem arses, the fellowing suppert was considered
essential end contributed greatly te the succese of the speration,

(1L} Airborne DASC was considered essentisl in an eperation such as this.
The peried of time from the cemmencement of the ¢peration until the Task Ferce
FSCC/DASC is in speraticn is a crusisl one and the airberne DASC is an excellent
means of bridging this gap.

{2) ULilization of experienced pilets in UH-1E's as TAC(A)'s te
coordinate hellborne assauii missions and fixed wing suppsrt wes essential in
setting up heliborne assaulte on short notice (2-4 hours). Alse utilization of
these pilats whe were famillar with the area, to lead, reasupply and Med Evac
helicepters inte hard-to-lecate landing zones in marginal weather preved extremely
successful,

(3) Provision of & Helicepter Support Jeam (HST) &
helicopter aps ratims persennal with the necessary communicatiens at the Legistics

Support Area contributed immeasureably ts the succese of the epsration. This
support wis especially required since the LSA alss served as the main helicepter
staging arsa, A defi:iency in this ares, hewever, was the lack of adequate night
lighting at the LSA &nd the abssnce st navigational aids such as radie beacens er
heming equipment.
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———————— COMMUNICATION REPORT-

1. Communication<Elcctronics Report

a, ﬁenera; 4

(1) Communications were generally satisfactory throughout the opera<

tion with the exception of D¥L when considerable difficulty was encountered
in communicating with higher headquarters employing high frequency rrilos
equipment which relies on storage battery, BB-451 as a power source. Mcans

of communication from Task Force to subordinate maneuver elements were limited
almest exclusively to voice radio employing Radio Set AN/PRC-25. When units
were operating in mountainous terrain it was necessary to establish up to two

relay stations in order to maintain continuous contact, When convenient
and appropri-.=, staff officers picked-up and delivered traffic on helicopter
flights to & :ior and subordinate headquarters,

(2) Communications security was a major problem in lssuing orders.and
reeeiving reports to and from subordinate units. Establishment of a "coveped"
teletype circuit met this requirement from Task Force to higher headquarters,

b. Radio.

(1) Tactical radio nets employing Radio Set AN/PRC=25 were effective
and reliable, The Task Force Tactical Net was burdened to capacity handling
pboth to 211 and administrative traffic, Relay stations were established on
this nc to ensure continuous contact with tactical units operating in mountaine
ous tcriain,

(2) Command radio nets were of varying quality and value, The Task

Force Command Net was of limited use in communicating with maneuver elements,

The major problem encountered in this respect was in the very unsatisfactory
power supply, Storage Battery BB-451, for Radio Set AN/PRC 47 which a highly
mobile battalion command group is required to employ and which they are totally
incapable of recharging., At Task Force Headquarters mobile radlo equipment
was employed which was lifted in to the command post by helicopter. This equip-
ment provided satisfactory commuiications with Division and IIT Marine Amphi-
bious Force Headquarters.

(3) Additional radio nets are required for organizations of this size
and complexity. Recommended are:

(2) Task Force Intelligence Net - Linking all intelligence staffs
together and providing on anwjs Required" basis a net which special intellig:icr
agencies may enter, Should employ FM portable equipment,

(b) Task Force Logistics Net = Linking logistics staffs and logie-
tics supporting units together. Should empley HF SSB mobile and portable
equipment .

¢, Wire,

(1) A switching central with local telephones to staff sections within
the T~ "orce Headquarters and to units within the dmmediate vicinity was

instal! 4,
it
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(2) Trunks to Division Headquarters and the Logistic Support Unit
employing radio relay were invaluable throughout the operation,

(3) Hot lines linking the Task Force G=2 with the Division G-2 and the
Task Force G—3 with the Division G-3 werc installed early and received heavy
use, Radio relay was employed to provide these ¢ircults,

(4) The wire system installed was highly satisfactory and heavily
burdened, A portion of the problem of the heavy traffic load was cuused by
a volee thannel on radiq relay being of marginal valye although entirely satise
fastory for superimposed teletype, The establishment of the rcconmendedd
additional radio nets weuld further alleviate this problem,

d, Radio Relax.

(1) Radio relay was of inestimable value on this operation, A radio
relay system was established employing four Radio Sets AN/MRC-62 as follows:
terminal at 3d Mar Div Headquarters, terminal at Logistic Support Unit Head-
quarters, a second terminal at Logistic Support Unit Headquarters and a ter-
minal at Task Force Dulta Headquarters, Channel 1 of both links terminated in
the Logictic Support Unit switchboard, Channels 2,3, and 4 were "patched"
betwesn terminals at Logistic Support Unit amd provided the G-2 to G-2, G~3
to G=3 and common user with a superimposed teletype circult respactively.

(2) The terminal at Task Force Delta Headquarters was lifted to the
Command post site by helicopter, This is both practical and feasible and
highly recommended. The H-34 and H-37 helicopter is capable of maringthe 1lit
of the necessary shelter and equipment leass M-37 truck., Ganerators and trail-
er make a second 1lift,

e. Measage Center,

(1) Message Center employing 60 wpm teletype equipment and KWe7
eryptographic equipment provided the Task Force Headquarters with a secure
circuit for the passage of classified traffic to higher headquarters, This
proved to be of great value throughout the operation,

(2) In addition to the above it is highly recammended that teletype
reperforating equipment be employed on future operations to provide greater
circuit efficiency.

f. Special Problems,

(1) A general shortage of satisfactory operating frequencies both HF
and VHF, The high frequencies were “ecluttered" to the point of uselessness at
times, Additional frequencies above 12 MC are needed, Very high frequencies
employed by FM equipment ovecrlapped in some instances and were employed by both
U.S, and Vietriamese units,

(2) The Storage Battery BB =451 is an impossible power source for highly
mobile infantry units operating in difficult terrain and relying on helicopter
for logistics support. The life of this battery prior to recharge is consider-

2
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ably less than expected (4~6 hours) and impossible to recharge under the cir—
cumstances encountered,

(3) Radio Set AN/PRC-6 continyes to prove virtually useless. Radio
Set AN/PRC-10 should replace it at thg rifle company level,

(4) Radio Set AN/PRC-25 proved to be highly reliable and formed the
backbone of the communications system'to subordinate maneuver elements, This
radio set is required within the 1nfantry and artillery battalions and at
higher echelons,

(5) Ground/air 1ndent1f1catlon n! unlts was a continuous problem, Pro-
viding units and organizations down tb nifle company level with panels indenti<
fying the company/battalion and parent reg;ment are recommended, Example of
rifle company A 7 and infantry battalion 'l 3, Each numeral or letter designa-

tor should be in black on a white background visible at 1000 ft and each on a

separate panel. It is further recommgnded that they be of a lighweight material
such as : vlon that can be folded compacbly for ease of carrylng, and provided as
a stancerd supply item.. ‘

16) Vehlcular nadio equlpment muat be scheduled for helilift to the CP
site early in the operation to ensure. cdntinuous, reliable cammunications with
higher headsuartera lossted at a colede Rble distanes frem the ohjective arca;

Tnelosura (4)
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1, Peychological warfare cperations conducted during Operation HARVEST MOON,
080900 Deo to 201700 Pec 1965 consisted of the following:

a, At 101700, with the oonsent of the District Chief, a talk was given to &
group of people (approximstely 200) in the QUE SON District Headquarters area,
explaining the reason for the presence of US troops in Vietnsm. The talk wes
well received,

b. On 11 Dsc between 1330 and 1400, 60,000 leaflets 22-65 were dropped in
the area BT 0525-0825-0823~0523 in direct support of a Task Force Delta action
undervay againat VC main foree units in the area.

¢c. On 12 Dec, 30,000 each of two leaflets were dropped which had been made
from a North Vietnamese captiwe‘’s notes. On the same flight the recorded voice
of the captive was broadcast, speaking the message.

d. On 14 Des, 75000 leaflets 22-65 were disseminated in the area of BT
0625=0925-0923-0623 .

e, At 151300H Dec each of three B=52 strike areas hit on 13 and 14 Dec
had 100,000 leaflets Sh=1 dreppsd on them., 100,000 leaflets 22-65 mixed with
50,000 leaflets each of SA-4 and 23-65 were dropped from BT 0227 south to BT
0215, while the recorded speeches of the North Vietnamese captive and a
North Vietnamese rallier were broadcast, introduced with the Vietnamese
National Anthem,
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A To DOV TATIVE v TTERS

1. Planning, The planning phase for this operation was of extremely short
duration, During the pcriod D=3 to D=1, planning was conducted concurrently
with aentlon, in that the nccas for the following day had to be preaicted
and the requi-+ wonts for these necds tasked to appropriate units. Avail-
ability of ¢ staff officers under G-4 cognizance cannot be over-cuphasized
during this phasc, Thelr speciealized knowledge regarding the cveilability
of persoruicl and couinisnt and the employment of same is a rceoulsite for
good plenningz,

2. Exccution. UBxccution of plans, from ¢ logistic standpoint, was basic=
11y carricd out as expocted, Coordinction of the logistics cffort wes
cecomplishicd by splitting the G-4 section, The G=4A treveled with tho
command group, whilc the G-4 and two men remained with the LSA, o point
wherefrom supervision, chonges, expediting and coordinating the movemernt

of supr™”. - ~nd nersonncl frowm the TAOR!'s into the objective arca could be
more re: ily zccomplishcd, On D42 an additional officer was cssigned o5 o
G=4A tc & in the logistics effo.t at the CP, '

~2. ARVN Re-supply, ARVN infanbtry and ortillery units were included in
tiils operotion, Re-supply of rotions and water was provided ARVHN personnel
Wy the USMC unit to which they were attached., Reesupply of 105 mm howitzew
~amnition wes nccompliched by cerial delivery paradrops and by USMC helico -
iLors.  This re-supply was not processed through Task Force Delta chenncls
c»~d thus, the cctunl delivery of supplics created problems within the
Y nding zone duce to this uncxpected influx., It is considercd necessary
Y oct rny cetivity which conducts logistic missions in the area of oper-
tions coordincte such missions with «ll cammands operating in the arec.

b. The requirement for fast moving infentry units precluded bringing
sny cquipnent thet could net be trensported by morzorer alonc, Infantry
seapons included the 60 and 81 mm mortars, 3.5 rock.t leunchers and M-=40
grenade launchers, Fast moving tacties utilized during this operation
rcquired freq nt re-supply of all units as men-londs in this flexible sit-
iation were nocessarily limited.

c. The major logistics efforts by Task Force Deltn orgenizetions arc
reported sceparately snd attached hereto,

%, Accomplishments. This operation effcetively illustratd that use of
oxisting roads, duspitc their loc:iZon in zones not positively controlled
bty fricendly forces, cin ve accomplished, provided propsr sceurlty and
cngineer capability is planned for and avallable,

o, ©.y vood corivoys utilized highway #1 between Dancng, the LSA end
shu Lai - “+th only a fow minor ineidents occuring.
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b. Helicopters were used exclusively for rc=supply from the LSA to
the units in the ob 3~ sroa. Though o tenuous method, it was the only
means of re=supply ¢.c...idec. Planning must incluce clterncte means, Thi-
21s0 holds truc for re-supply from thc TAOR!'s to the LSA. Dependency on one
road could heve stymied our efforts hod bridges been blown in vital aress.
Limited usc was medc of cerizl delivery of supplies from Denang to the LSA.
however, this method could not cffectiiely provide total support for oper-
rtion HARVLIST MOON. , >

CONFIDF AL

L. Cooperction, A meximm offort had to be provided by all supporting
units to cnsurc any degrec of succoss for HALRVEST LOON. Motor transport
units, cngincer unite, FL3G, FLOU #1 and thu 3rd MorDiv Steff wero imacd-
iately responsive to our needs regerdiess of the hour or the scope of the
recuiremcat. Many itaas which were not plenncd for, or thoso which wore in
criticel sur "o, werc requosted and reccived in a matter of hours, lhe
nesty invent iy, redistribution of aveilcoble assets and subsocquent delivery
to the LSA indiccted o meximum cffort was made by 2ll cgencles.

5, Lossons lcarned. The mlessons learned" during operation HARVEST‘MQQN
arc reported separctely and attached hereto. ' '

T4B A - LOGISTIC SUPPORT UNIT

TAB B = 3D ANTI-TAK BATTALION

Th v = 30 TOTOR .1 NSPORT BATTALION
i J = COMPOSITE ENGINEER COLPANY (FWD)

TAR B - COMPOSIVY ZNGINEER COMPANY (REAR)

TAB F ~ LESSONS LEARNED
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TAB A 70 ENCLOSURE (£)
TOGISTIC SUPPORT UNIT

1. The original situ for Logistic Support Area (LSA) wes sclected on Dwl
In tho vieinity of Thang Binh but was changed on D dey bocause of ARVN plers
to usc that arca for a Regimental Heedquarters, A reconncissance was node
on D=doy and the actual sitc for the LSA was. selocted,  This sitc was a
srrtially stabilized sond dunce and was imaediately adjacent to highwey lin
uhc viecinity of Huong Xuan,

2e Nurratiw repo: 7o

9 December 1965 (D+l)

Porsonnel from the Dancng encleve arrived by motor march ot the LGA at approx-

imately 083C, Dump rrecs were selected and beach matting was. placed in a

ngn configurction to provide access to dump arcas, An infantry plotoon was
provided for security ond the collection and olcaring platoon was propr-od
1o receive casuolties at 1100, By 1700 the redio relay circuit to Dgnang
#z8 in operation. ‘At 1730 the first supplies arrived at the LS. with closs -~
T, 1I, III and V supplies and the LSA was preparcd to re-supply upon regucst,
hese suppliovs werc originclly plenned to arrive by 1200, but due to rood-
olocks, thoy were letg, With this convoy 13 additionsl wmen were added to
the LSU from the, Chu Lei enclave, (Four rotion porsonnel, six ammo porsonnel
and three bulk fuel personnel), By 2400 on D+l the fuel fam was ostnb-
llshcd erd ot O?OO on I'2 fucl was available for issue. :

10 Decwr. T 1965 (D+2)

it 1230 the first re-supply of the LSA from Danang was made by motor convoy.

-t 1400 an,aerial dc]hiory of 155 and 105 ‘ammo wos effected. The first
drop was a milc short ond resulted in considerablo offort in retrieving
and also dcmugcd one civilian house and injured 4 Victnemese children,

The second drop of 105 crmo was on target but one chute failéd to open, Tho
cargo wes sufficlently deneged that it had to be dcstroycd. At this tine
oan mD teem of 2 personnol wes ‘brought to the LSA, : o

L Dezoniber 1965 (D43)

-rom 0800 to 1700 first re-supplics of the BN's wore effected from the LSA
oy helicopters,

12 Decambor 1965 (D)
Yewsupply of “he LSA by :n:;)tor coniroy ‘continued. Priority items ordered
“rom FISG by phonc at 0200 werc delivercd tho following morning by convoy.
Continucd re-supply of front line units by helicopters,

A=l
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13 Decer -r 1965 (»+5)
Continued normal re-stpply functions.

1, Yecember 1965 (D+6)

Normal re-supply continpyed., Received sniper fire in LSA., Commenced patrois.
Patrol returned with 1 VC KIA, Hussiamn carbine and several documents, - Comm-
enced H&I firing by 81 mm mortars,

°5 December 1965 (D+7)
Continued normel supply functions, Inclement weather prevented re=gsupply
of same units, Received small arms fire in the LSA,

16 December 1965 (D+8)

-.ecelved approximately 20 rounds of incoming élmm and 82 mm mortar rounds
<t 0200, Counter mortar Pire was directed at 61 mm location, Resupply of
~~ttallons difficult because of inclement weather,

"7 December 1965 (D4+9)
v ro=supply until 1400 due to weather,

13 Docember 1965 (D+10)

Lormal re-supply continued, Received some small arms fire, Heloe=lifted

3d Battalion, 3d Marines to Danang,

19 December 1965 (I+11)
artillery convoy left for Dansng, TF DELTA displaced CP to ISA, ' Helo=
lifted Provisional Company to LPH,

20 Decer . 1965 (D+12)

Artillecy convoy left for Danang, Completed backlood of supplies for Chu
“@is Helo-lifted Company "D", lst Battalion, 3d Merines to Donang. Loaded
supplies for Danang, Helo=-lifted Comapny "D" (=), lst Battalion, lst Marines
wo Danang, - :

‘e Medical evaluation,

a. The collection and clearing platoon as organized in the ISA was
«ccessful and only minor modifications in medical e quipment/supply were
visied. These chenges were made during the operation and are now part of
.2¢ T/E. Some additional provisions for a sick eall should be made at the

SA by providing & doctor and several dorpsmen,

b )

A2
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b, Collection and clearing pletoon ot the ISA processed 728 persons
during the 12 doy period. This included 51 non-U.S, personnel (29 ARVN,
4 VCS and 18 loccl Netionels),

¢ During the period of operation H/RVEST MOON pationts were evacucted
to the LSA for initial treatment and then to C Med st Danang, B Med at Chu
Lai or ¢ "IV Lley Forge for hospitalizetion.

A=3
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TAB B TO ENCLOSURE (¥}

3D ANTT-TANK BATTALION

1. During the period of 12-20 December of operation HARVEST MOON all
companics of the battalion became involved in convoy escort duty. TheT
princyy dutylp..Jormed by units of this Battalion was convoy escort. “he
secondr:, duty of security of the Logistic Support Area was accomplishéd
when cu..voy escort vehicles were required to remain overnight at the LSA,

2. The original concept of the 3d Antitank Battalionts participation in
HARVEST MOON called for one platoon of Company "C', 3d Antitonk Battalion
to be placed in support of the 3d Motor Transport Battellon for convoy
escort between Danang and the LSA, Requirements for additional escort
vchicles made it necessary to commit portions of all units of the battrlic.
in support of comvoys between Danang and LSA, between Chu Lai and the LSa,
cnd between Danang and Chu Lai, The need for the establishment of a
licison/maintenance teom to be located at the LSA also became apperent «:d
was instituted on 16 December 1965,

3. Of perticuler note during operation HARVEST MOON was the convoy,
cscorted by o light section from the 3d platoon, Comepny "C", which mede
the first through convoy from Danang to Chu Lai on 13 December 1965 and
returned from Chu Lai to Danang on 14 December 1965,

4« During operation HARVEST MOON the 3d platoon, Company "C" escorted a
total of 21 convoys. Elements of Comapny "A" participated in 8 eonvoy
escort missions, Company "B" escorted two convoys and “Yompoany "C!, lst
Aantitonk Battcolion octed as escort for 8 convoys. Elements of Headquerters
and Service Compony sctcd as convoy escort on 4 occasions, A total of /A
convoys were escorted by elements of this battalion.

5. No major caliber rounds were fired during operation HARVEST MOON, No
enemy KIA or WIA were accounted for, No Marine casunlties were sustained
by 3d /v ’tank Battalion during operation HARVEST MOON,

6. Duxl g the 41 convoys escorted, the Ohtos caused delay on 4 occasians,

in 3 incidents, due to track breskage. In no instance was the convoy
delayed more than one and one«half hours, '

7. During the operation, ocomwoys escorted by the 3d Antitank Bottalion un'ilu

come under sniper fire on numerous occasions but were never halted by enem:-
#'
fre,
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TAB C TO ENCLOSURE ‘éz .

3D MOTOR TRANSPORT BATTALION

1. The 3d Motor Transport Bettalion wes task orgenized to Task Force

Delta for operation HARVEST MOON, All subordinate units of the battalion
were arlo~2d ertensively during the course of operation, Infentry support
was rend 9d by four separate bottallons based both ot Chu Lai and Dpneng
to prov ¢ security personnel for the many different -convoys conducted
during the operation. Ontos were employed as convoy escorts and were
primarily used since the weight factor limited the use of other assets,

Ar support wes used extensively and the armed helicopter was considered

a necessity on all convoy movements outside the TAOR, The concept of
operction and mission of the 3@ Motor Transport Battalion was twofold:.'

2. Movement of troops fram both Chu Lai and Danang to the area of '
Ten=Ky and the LSA,. .

b. Re-supply of all necessary clesses of supply required to suppo.-’
~11 units involved in the operction. All classes of supply ‘were stoged and
loaded at both Danang and Chu Lai (FLSG and.FLSU #1) and transported by
vchicle convoy along highway 1 to the LSA. . :

2. The battalion was 2ls@ given the -added responsibility of organizing and
staging conv. - elements for most of the other units and orgsnizetions assignec
to Task Force Delta, 2nd echelon maintennnce was accomplished at the LSA

for all motor vehicles, and no serious maintenance difficulties srose,

3, Convoy movement for the mest part had little or no difficulty, but the
conditions of roads, bridges and congestion of civilien traffic limited -
the use of time ond space factors in:adhering to strict convoy scheduling,
Convoys did not meet any serious oppgeition from enemy aotion, but
many convoys were fired on by snipepd, end accasional morter rounds were
directed at vehicles. One vghicle wig damaged 2 land mine, slightly
wounding both the driver and aspiptent driver., lhese were the only cas-
ualties =..fered by motor tranpport personnel in the entire operation,

he The movement of troops by pbx’wog jncluded most units involved in the
sveration less the Speclal Langing Yoyce. The infantry battalions were
“ransported from their permonept-command post locations to the designated
cssembly and LSA areas. The rptrograde movement wes simillar to the

initial forword uovament, howeyor morq use wos made of helioopters for

troop 1ifts. Cargo movements {siye made to the LSA during the entire operctlon
utiliging two main supply pointsj Daning, 22 miles to the north and Chu Led,
41 miles to the south. Vehicle convops were therefore hauling from two
separate directions meeting the heavy commitments required to support three
bottalions,

g i
T
gt

5, Fifty-four convoys were roquired to move approximstely 7,400 personncl
and 1,400 tons of cargo. Approximatoly 50,000 miles were driven conmsumirs
approximately 10,000 gellons of MOGAS,.
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9 Decem .r 1965 (D+1)

* At .000, five EM from Composite Engineer Compeny (Fwd) deperted Danang
by truck for the L8A, : CO of this unit was helo lifted to the LSA -and thence
15 Que Son where ho ‘pssisted in recon-of the area for defensive purposes,
The 5 EM departed the L34 by helicopter for Que Son rnd arrived at 1630,

The remaining hours.of daylight were . used emplaeing the M3 md ‘digging

- foxholes,

10 December 1965 (D+2)

The Engincers installed a double concertina in all avenues of approach
and constructed a machine gun bunker at the CP,  The Engineers also super-
vised the construction of emplocements for other units in the Que Son urec,
11 Vecember 1965 (D+3) - :

Improved emplecements and commenced. camouflaging of To.sk Force CP area,
Manned two positions on Headquorters perimeter. . .

12 December -j365 (DH4) -+

Gontinued: improving emplzcemontsg and camouflage of area. b 081,0 received
notification of mined areas with pmp!d.n ‘mines, large tunnels cnd caves,
Demolition temm equipped ond ypedy to move if needed. At 1600, G=4, 3d McrDiv
and €O, Composite Engincer Compdny.wgnt on an aerial rodonof rord from -
Que.Son to LSA erea., Demolit b eam destroyed a WP riflo grexuie dud (w ;.
Mrined CP perimeter positions; unul q.awn.

13 Decamber 1965 (D+5) "!" = 4 S
Supervised construction of 2. ﬁwoghole heads, Demolition team déstroyed

21 dud 105 HE rounds (US), 12: g m :ounda (US) and 1 dud M26 hand grenade

(US). C.ntinued work on positjons a.a vemouflego, Instrusted seourity per-’

sonnel ii the operation and installation of MLGAL type flares. -Inst

triple concertina in some CP areas; "Manned positions umtil dawné 00,

Composite Engincer Company checked platoons att .,chec. to inrantry ba.tt&libm.'

1, December 1965 (D+é6)
felocated mechine gun empl cement. Following itana of ordm.noe destrovad:
18 60 mm mortar rourdds o )
73 Chinese grenades (MIN) e
- 12 Chinese potato mesher grenades . R
.~ 8 Chinese blocks TNT ...: | L
.18 Firing devices ' , e
1 Smoke grencde (U3).

o
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All of the above wes coptured Viet Cong ordnance., Co, 3d Engineer Battaliuv..
and CO, Composite Engineer Company conducted an aerial recon of the road f=.2
Que Son to the LSA afid thé road from THang Binh ‘to Viet in and north .
to Que Son, Manned positions until dawn. .

15 December 1965 (DH7)
- Moved double concertina from west side of CP position to new locat_on.
Relnstalled triple concertina to tie in with existing defense, Participated
body ‘recovery mission at site of downed helicopter, to check area for
'unes. ‘None found. Helicopter dropped a captured ML6 mine (US) in Que Son
1Z, Mine was activaoted and detonator wes struck, Sondbags were plcced around
the mine and it was detonated,

. 16 December 1965 (D+8)
" Destroyed the following items of cgptured ordnance-

1 75 mm round

1 3 5 WP round (US) .

L Chinese potato mesher grenades

L 60 mm morter rounds (U3

10 50 caliber c_rtrldges
One EM had slight injury to beekside of left hend from falling frogments
after blost, Detonoted 1 Chingse hand grenade with the. following marking
"THU FG..", This was a concussi;pn grene.de. i ,

17 Decmber 1965 (D+9) '
Five enli\ated men worked with HST offloading o.nd los.ding helicopters.v
Destroyed the\following, items of ordnances
1 M21 freg grenade
1 Dafiaged M26 grenade it
.L .Chinsse pote.to nmshq; grenade

28 December 1965 (D+L0). 3 : ‘ |
‘ Five enlisted men worked with HST offloading and loo,ding helicopters., -
Destroyed the following items of ordnance:
1 3.5 WP round
1 Rifle grenade (Smoke)
.nile destroying nbove items three rounds of snall arms fire were resceived,
Yo injuries, Manned positions until dawn.

"9 December 1965 (DHL1)
-Staged gear for evacuation to ISA at 09&5. €0, Composite Engineer Compor.,

departed on o helicopter recon of highway 1. - A bridge was blown at ooordinate
1q3.DOG2Al. Engineer team with the convey from Chu Lal repaired the bridge, CO, -
Composite Engineer Compeny (Fwd) reloceted to LSA, -

20 Decemebr 1965 (DHl2)
Staged equipment ond vehicles for movement back to Danang, Arrived at
3d Engineer Battealion c.. ound, Daneng et 2100,

D2
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TAB F TO ENCLOSURE {é} ' e

Coi IPOSI’“h BPLINEER COIIPA\IY (REAR) .

"9 Decen.. . 1305 \D+l)

At ¢ 0 this unit depert.d Dm“ng arce vie motor convoy and orrived LSh
et 083C. Upon arrivel, & recon of the aree wras mede to select a water poiht
for the task force, Thu weter point location selected wos in vieinity of BT
52452, The water poind truck crrived at 0900 and erection of the water
point oquipment wes- started, By 1300, 3000 gallons of water had been pur~

ified andiwas ready for issué, The portable water tonk was sand-bogged in

and four (4) defensive positions were selected and emplcced, Beocuse the
weter point was located 300 yards morth of the LSA perimeter, defensive ascisz-
trnce was requested of the LSA Commander. 4 total of 11 misn were on hond to
defend the water point - ' o

10 Decomber 1965 (I}}-Z) :

No incidents occurcd during the night, Improved on positione and an
~.dditionel water tank was sond-bngged in ploce, 4t 1120, the bridge ple toon
veported to LSA ond wos sssigned positions nt wator poifit ares,. Bridgo
»latoon perscnnel were included in the perimeter defense, positions assigned
~nd the sccurﬂ*y wos est blished for the night. .

11 Deccmber 1965 (mz) ,

lo incidents océured during the night., Empty we ater cons woré houled by
~ter point personnel from the helicopter landing site to the water point,
rilled ~nd returncd to the helicopter landing site.” X0, Composite Enginecr
Colpany assumed commend of attoched bridge platoon by order of €O, Composite
sngincer Compeony. Truck convoy wsqgned to water point perimeter for the
nighte Versomnul were cssigned creas’of responsibility,

12 Decerber 1965 (DH,)

~ No i :'d.nbs occured during the night, Concertina wire installed along
outer pe: meter, Water ean detail continued £illing and heulihg cans to .
helicopt i1 site, Informetion received that Compary. DM, lst Battalion, lst

Jlarines would assumé¢ pommetc,r -defonse of* water point ':nd that” Company "Hn,

,.nd Battelion, 9th Mo rines would defend the LSh perdmetor, Security. watch
ot in vn.cim.ty of the wtc,r ‘po:mt 2nd ‘.L:Laison was madé w1th the two rifle
20K J)“"llc, .

>3 Decomber 1965 (D+5)
No incidents during the night., A request. for additn.om.l m,lnga dq‘pector

~i28 received from. 3rd' Battalibn, 3rd Mnrines. Oné epginéér squad went with

. convoy to Chu Lai nccompeniid Uy one scfctn.on of bridge pl‘..toon with: tools

_nd mine-~sweep team, Three niu with mine detector werc sent to LZ Zwlu on
helicopter res¢ue missica, Swept the arec around helicopter for mines,

.one loccted, Heldcopter evacurtod, ‘Receivc.d 2" ANFRS-3 mine deteotors from

DT O

LA\ T e

" December 1965 (1H6)
‘A request Jor o minc dutector team s’ reaeiired o go ‘south on highwoy ‘
~ to check arec around « Liown bridge. ReSults of Bwéép--négotive, Load

sossable to 1l tralfic, L working gn blown bridge 6 miles south of LS4,
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15 Jecemberl965 (D+7) :

No incidents during the night. Continued hauling water in 5 gallon cans
from woie > Delnt Lo helicophen lending sites At O?OO, received opproximately
20 roun¢. of 61 and 82mm moxrr rounds in the orea, | No. damage or casuclties
in engi..cer arec. - RER '

16 Decenbcr 1965 {(D+8) :

Three men sweep tc*n deps rtcd with truck conwoy'to Chu Lai with truck
rond of sand, dcnolltlon equlpﬁent and mive detector., 3d Engineer Brttalion
uOWn“ndCr w1th 3l personnel. and 7 dump trucks placed fill on road in requircu
locstion between Donrng and LSA,

17 Dececmber 1965 (D+9) : R E

No inecidents during the night, Detnchment of 3d Engineer Battalion loaded
dunp trucks with fill for road areas between LSA and Danang. The threé man
weep term thet went to Chu Lai returned with no incidents to report,

23 December 1965 (D+lO) '

No incidents during the night. 0IC, Composite Company (Reor) was summoned
>0 L34 commond post concerning a-bridpze out 8-10 miles north of LSA, Hell-
zopter recon vos performed, By=pass bridge under water ond old bridge ad=
Ircent to the by~pass has two spans missing, At 1530, LSA ordered recon of
.vidge ot 197391, Team of 8 englneers and an infantry plotoon for security
depcorted LSA, Arrived ot bridge site and found it had. not been blown,
Civilians were working on the bridge and estimcted that it would be back in
oper~tion in about one wour. At 1700 the LSt received fire from autometlu
weapons, No casuclties occured,

19 December 1965 (D+11)

134 Cunnhnder ordered road recon of flooded bridge between LSA ond Doneng,
Securit; - provided by a plotoon of .ISA provisional rifle compony. Vehiclus
were fork’ng between 18 ond 24 inches of wrtér over the bridge: Local resi.
dents st .cd thet the woters would begin to recede by carly afternocon and the .
bridge would be visible. Bridge compononts were helicopter lifted to the
-te, CO, Composite Engineer Company cccompenied bridge detail to site. A
oot bridge was installed and the crossing of the foot troops commenced et
535, Recon of flooded bridge north of ISA ordered =t 1730, Water had
b ﬂcocd =nd bridge was clear., The approach on northwest side was still

s¢ud.  Tho bridge could be crossed at night with. littlc difficulty. ’

. Yecenberl965 (D+l2) : o o ’ ', 3 A
No incidents during the nlght. Begen dismantling water point equip.ont.
200 gellons of joteablo water to be kept on hand until word is received to
capletelyshut down oporcticons, Total water issued by day follows:

YDecbs 490 gols 13Dz2%5 1770 grls 17Decé5 2800. gals
10Dec65 1800 gals 14Dechd5 4295 gels 18Dec65 1125 gels
11Decb5 500 gols 15Decb5 3000 gals 19Decbs5 1200 gals
12Dect5 L4675 gols 16Doch5 2685 gals - oo -

-ily average issue rotes 2,213 gallons
sotel woter issued: 24,340 gollons
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LESS0KS LRARNED

A. 10GISTICS SUPPORT AREA (ISA)

1, Seleotien of site. The entire I CTZ should be studied with the object being
the tentative selection of ISA's, . Priority of effort should be devoted to -
those areas vhers operations are most likely to bs conducted inm the near ‘
future. Intelligence data and proximity to the TAOR may be the main determinanis
in establishing priorities for site selsction. - : ’ : -

2. Two of the most important eriteria to be met for a ISA site are the .
capability of transporting supplies from the maim supply areas to the ISA,
the availability of suitable real estate to accommodate approximately 30
helieopters at any one time, Other factors, such as space for establishing
supply dumps, can be compensated for by a variety of metbods, but should .
the two major oriteria not be met, the logistic support of eperatiomns wonld be
significantly affected.

2. Security. An ISA supporting a regimental size operation is best defended
by & company perimeter. This permits the perimeter to be large enough and

has enough troops available to conduct extensive patrols and ambushes to
disrupt enemy attempts to build up for am attack. Ome rifle company (roin‘) .
was provided for ISA security, and this is considered the minimm-seourity’ -

foroe for such an installation, The following points are considered worthy
‘of note:

e, An indirect fire capability shbould be pmidod for the perimeter
security forces, 81 mm mortars should be the smallest indirect fire weapons

considered,

b, The perimeter security forces should have enough redios to control
their patrols and smbushes, and land line capability sufficient to link all
units on the line with at least one command post.

G, The perimeter security forces should have & forward air control and
artillery forward observer capability.

d, At times, up to ten stations (imoluding forward observers, Ontos and
provisional company stations) enmtered the Delta Oompeny TAC net. This over-
crowding could be relieved by assigning a security force frequency in additien
to the TAC nets of the security companies,

3. Build up of the ISA. Present usage data on Class V requirements for a
BIT are out of phase with the hslicopter landing operation minus any vehicles
for transportation. As a result more szmunition of some types was moved -
into the ISA than required, A reevaluation of Class V requirements, uai-g .

. as preliminary guidence the %ssue figures from HARVEST MOON, is ifi ordeY. e

4o Represeptativeg. Units should have a representative in the ISA aresa to
assist in processing the needs of their particular unit, both in re-supplying
and in collecting equipment which is retiurmed from their units, 3rd Battelion, -
3td Marines used this procedure effectively. | SR PR
) ‘ Fal o o
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B. COMUNICATION.
o

1. legletic Support Net. There is a requirement for a coumon radio net limking
the logistics staffs at all levels and the logistical support area: Headquarters
together. Throughout thie operation logistical requirements were passed fyrom
infantry battelions to Task Force Headquarters on-the:tactical radio met, Frem
Task Force Headquarters to the Logistical Suppert Unit the requirements were passed
by telephone or radio, Both the telsphone and radie c¢cireuits weie: heavily ‘burdened
thereby creating some delsy in making requirements kmown. 4Although an ISU net was
in being, and some requests were received via this met;, the battaliens 4id: mot fully
use this net. It is recoumended that all logistic requirements be: lsvied directly
from the unit to the ISA on the lLogistic Support Net, and that this net be a common
net linking the logistical staffs,

2, DBatweon the OP and the ISA. A separate channel of communications is required
between the G-4 at the CP and the ISA. Radiec nets, though available, do not lend
thempelves to immediate requisitioning needs as message writing and transmission
procedures are time-consuming. The most adequate, most responsive means available
is the wire-redio-relay link between the CP and the ISA, This liuk is used by

.. many staff sections and time delays of up to § hour were experienced in waiting for -

this one channel, It is thersfore recommended that alogistios hot line" be made

available for G=4 - ISA use, :
- G MEDIGAL

1. Shook apd Reguscitation Team. The comcept of a shock 4nd resuscitation team to
support this type of action, when within close helicopter range ef a field hospital,
is valid and the operation effective, The tesm as constituted, (ons general surgeon,
one orthopedic surgeom, one anesthesiologist and three general medical officers) was
overstaffed in the highly trained medical officer somplement., One menier climician
and 3 or 4 experienced general medical officers is sufficient for such a team,

2, Tentage. GPM tents not suitable as primary treatment shelters - Fly tents and
tunneltents are superior. :

8, During the monsoon season, a definite need exists at the medical facility for
@ varming tent for walking medical evacuees. Durimg eritical perieds, helicopters
are not readily available to evacuate these persons from the ISA. Oonsequestly, they
must spend consideralle time in the open, It is recommended that a warming tent be
provided for walking evacuees. :

3. Ruacuesp. The Shore Party Company provided coffes when availsble to svacuses., It
is recommended that a small field kitochen be set up at the clearing platoon area to
provide hot coffee and soup to evacuees. Conversely, durinmg the dry season cold
drinks should be available at the ISA if feasible.

. . D, SUPPLIES.

1. Clothing. By their nmature, infantry units must travel light, therefore replace~
ment clothing must be available for immediate issue at the ISA. During inclement

weather, sufficient stocks of boots, socks, underwear end utilities must be available for

issue. The same holds true for items such as ponchos and shelter halves,
&, Some force feeding of clothing and PX supplies was made in an effort to meet
P2
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the nseds of the individual Marine, Hovever, the battalions ere ot always ina
tactical posture to receive these items with normal re-supply, Battsliens sheuld
be made eware that these type items are mvailable and that tHey it Peguest these
items when they are able to receive them, —

2, Smoke grensdes. Availability of green and yellow smoke grenades,hand, vas at
times oritical imdicating that there may be a shortage of these items ian country,
I? this shortage is a fast, then thought sheuld be given to shamging ‘eolor ocedes
to take advantage of vhatever ecolors mmoke are in adequate supply.

3. Cleaning supplies. At one time during the eperation, the requitement for rage,
cleaning sclvents and oil for the 105 mm howitsers became oritical., It is recom~
mended that $his type unit (semi-permanent im mature) bring sufficient supplies to
take ocare of these normal requirements,

8. During inclement weather, the requirement for rifle oil, patohes and cleaning .. ...

goar s much higher than normal, Ascordingly, the 1SA should have larger guantities
of these 1tems on hand ready for issue.

(1) Rifle oil must be in the small cans so that it ean be issued to, amd
carried by, individusls, Isews of rifle oil im larger cans requires on-the-spot
usage and is not conducive to being carried by individuals. :

(2) Rifls patches  should be packaged for issue inm the individual,.
waterproof envelopes as they were in the past. This type of packaging will insure
that the individual has dry patehes for use. FPatches $#swed in bulk quantities, be-
cause they are looss, are smenable to becoming wet and/or dirty while beimg carried.

B, RE-SUPPLY.

1, Madicgl. Medisal re=supply to be instantly responsive to needs of clearing
platoon in the field, must be available at field bespitals where supplies can be
loaded on returning med/evac helos, , ‘

2, Flape throwers. Infantry battalions on the move, as they were in this aperatien,
do met have the equipment or the time teo recharge their flame throwers, It is felt
that a supply of ready-to=use flame throwers should be availabis te be issued to -
umits, If this is not feasible, charged tanks and mapaim mix sheuld be available
for issue, ISA had the capability of rechargimg tanks, . . R

3. ¥ater. Re-supply of vater was acoomplished by filling empty vater cans at tho c
ISA, vhere a water point was established, then transporting them to units bty beli- .

~ gopter., This resulted in many water cans standing empty at unit lecatiems until

they could be picked up, Im the case of infantry units this type of re-supply must .
contimue, however; in the case of fairly statiopary units such as the Task Foroe . i
Hesdquarters, Artillery Battalien Headquarters and Artillery Batteries; lister
bags should be used to a maximm. The £illing of lister bags and an immediate
return of the empty cans could make 100-125 additionsl vater cans available for
the re-supply of infantry units on an immediate basis and at oritical times,

F-3
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%, The feasibility of imexpensive, one time uss; plastioc contaimers for.
vater resupply should be investigated, A suffisient dupply should be svail~ :
able whereby they could be delivered to tactioal wmits who would return the -
ocontainers if feasible. Re-supply would then mot be depsident upen the re- .
turs of empty comtainers ® the water point, :

b, A‘further area vhich is worthy of imvestigation is the deliveryof - -
water in large quantities, either in 55 gallom drums or ether hulk-oontainers,

c. It must be noted that operation HARVEST MOON vas oondndod iz rels- l'
tivily eool temperstures and frequent rainfall, In the hot dry season- * ]
requirements for water would be more frequent and in greater qnmt#t!. , -

4. Avyallsbility of helicopters for logistis 1ifts. From 0800 to: 1600 daily - -
most of the helicopters were imvolved in tactical 1ifts. Re-supply of battalions
prior to 0800 and after 1600 created & problem in that 50 percent of that time
flying into the valleys was difficult due to reim and clouds, 4is a result the
battalions missed their normal re-supply. Re-supply of battalions durimg the
dey was hampered by the non-availability of heli-sopters.

8., It is recommended that two helicopters per battalion supported, be
provided to the ISA Commander for logistioal suppert to the battalions, The
pilots would be familiar with the terrein and oould provide for normal and
emorgency re-supply throughout the day. :During adverse weather conditiens,
armed helicepters should be employed to lead the re=-supply .heliceptars 4 the
landing sone, The added protection and familiarity with the battalion area -
of operations can ensure delivery of supplies im many instances. - P

6 Ps 0. L. Initial £111 and re=-supply of Class IIIA (JP4 and 115/145) at
the ISA wes sccomplished by commercial refusler trucks. The major quantities
of these two products were delivered from Denang and the remainder ffom Chm
Iai, In the latter stages of HARVEST MOON, the commercial trucks could not
make deliveries from Danang. to the ISA due to the ocondition of the roads, .
CH-37 helicopters were then used to deliver fusl in extermal tenks, Limited
quantities of 115/145 in 55 gallon drums were delivered by UH-34 helicopters.
Class III (MOGAS and Diesel) requirements were low since cperating units &id
not employ teotical vehicles, Organic refueler truocks delivered MOGAS, and:
diesel was available in 55 gallon drums to support CP and ISA operations.

F, MOTOR CONVOY3.

1. Sigze of convovs. Durimg eperation HARVEST MOON the izmediate requirement S

for a large volume of cargo and many treops to be delivered within a spsoific
time-frame, called for convoys of & length exceeding the bounds of good control

and security protection. Dus to the weight limitation on bridges, the road. °.

oonditions, and the large amount of civiliam traffic: encountered, the larger
couvoys hed to slow down considerably, and sometimes stop for one vay bridige

and road traffic, and/or treffic jams. This presents a potential hasard te the
security of the econvoy and the hazard increases in direct proportion to the num-
ber of vehicles in the convoy. It is recommended that the ideal convoy should
contain between 10 to 15 cargo trucks. ‘ :

¥l
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2, Convoy sequrity.

a, Troops. Although no major incident oceured during operatiom HARVEST
MOON in which the lack of coavoy security was a factor it must be noted that
the most desirable situation is to have one squad of infantry for every 5
trucks, This affords sdequate convoy protection around sharp corners and while
vaiting for traffic jams and bridges; if some sction should ocour a substan-
tizl force would be readily available, It is also suggested that the presence
of this number of troops with the convey may sact as a deterrent to the enemy by
nature of its very size.

b, Optog. Use of ONTOS as convoy escort. On many occasions the ONTOS
has been called upon to provide security for artillery units displacing from
one position to another, Further the ONTOS has been used as & convoy escort
and subsequently ¢ employed in offensive action, The advantage of the ONTOS
as an escort vehicle rests in its maneuverability and rapid engagement of
targets. Much larger vehicle such as tenks or amphibious tractors are res-
tricted by narrow and limited weight capacity bridges over which the ONTGS
is capable of traveling. It is recommended that the ONTOS continue to be
employed a&s security for convoy escorts.

8. Air. During Operation HARVEST MOON many convoys wers employed to
haul troops and cargo from Danapng and Cm lai to the ISA, Thess convoys
were well removed from the TAOR of both enclaves and as experience has shown,
subject to incidents involving small arms, mortars, and mines, The require~
ment for serial escort by armed helicopters and/or VMFA/VMA aircraft is
paramount for convoy flank security, By means of low passes on either aide
on the yoad the pilot can aid in detecting enemy action and furthermore, add
to the overall control of the convoy's disposition, Single engine observer
aircraft are desireble in long range recom of roads and obstructions, but are
not desirable as convoy escorts. Primarily they lack the defensive and offensive
capabilities of the UH-~1E, VMFA/VMA type aircraft should be on station over
the convoy if these assets are not totally committed for direct air support
missions for other troop units., In this event, the strip alert aircraft
should be available to support the convoy as well as other type missions, It
is recommended that all convoys outside the TAOR be provided with two (2) armed
UH~1E as convoy escorts.

3. Illumipation. On several occasions it was necessary to move convoys

during the hours of darkness due to the stringent commitments placed of

3d Motor Transport Battalion. The convoys are particularly vulnerabls during
these hours. On one occasion 1llumination was dropped by planes and the effect
vas extremely desirable, On each side of the road for mearly 500 meters the
area was well lighted and full visibility was afforded to all drivers. Ia
addition the armed UH.1E escorts were aided in their mission of locating
possible ensmy positions, Also the illumination could have been partially
effective in detsrring any enemy movement towards the coavoy. It is resosmemd-
ed that any end all movements of conveys during the hours of darkmess out-

side the TAOR be provided with adequate illumination, ‘

F-5
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1, Epgiwger. Oz Opsration HARVEST MOON « footbridge was required to cross a
parrov river, the detaclment of Bridge Company hsd a M{T6 fixed span capa-
bility readily available, With several masdificetions this bridge was
installed across the fifty-four (54) foot span and & battalion of troops was
able to cross. Thess modifications were as follows: Using reailroad track
found at the bridge site ths M{TE bridgs was prefsbbed and slid across the
ap to the cther bauk, Instead of twenty=two (22) pieces of deck balk only
%2? pieces per ssction were used, A hand rail was constructed with bamboo
stakes and 3/4" rops, A stsady line of troops was able to cross the foot-
bridge. Total iustallation time after srrival at site wus ome hour and
fiftesn mimites, Dimmentling time was about forty-five minutes.

8, On two cthor cocasions during this opsration helicopters were used
to ferry troops asross narrow rivers,

b, It is recommsnded that an alumimum Floating Footbridge be included
in all similiar opsraticns, Footbridgs to bs used to cross streams and
rivers to cut dswa on use of helisopters for ferrying troops across,

F=6
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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
17 December 1965

From: People of QUE SON District
To: Commanding General, USMC, Headquarters, Task Force Operation,
at QUE SON

Dear General, all Officers and men of the USMC in OPERATION HARVEST MOON

In the anti-Communist struggle to establish peace in the Republic of
Vietnam and safeguard world peace, the USMC has had occasion to station
troops in QUE SON District.

Our Vietnamese people are very joyful and admire the heroic actions
of the USMG during the operation commanded by you and your staff.

Before you and your men leave here, we would like to express our
deep and warm thanks on behalf of all classes of pesople in QUE SON
District,

1t is not enough only to thank the USMC for their heroic actions,
but we desire to unite the will:of the people in consolidating tie rear
and assisting the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces and Allied Forces to
eliminate the Communists., This will bring peace to Vietnam and
contribute to the construction of a strong Free World peace sooner,

Respectfully yours,
In the name of the people, we sign ourselves:

NGUYFN HUL, Representative of all Notables
GAG DANG, Representative of Well Known People
NGUYEN TRUC, Representative of 01d Men

LE LUYEN, Representative of Associationsa

VAN PHU CAM, Representative of Political Party
NGUYEN HAO, Representative of Cadres

LE THI BICH HUONG; Representative of Women
DUONG THI1 BUU, Representative of Women Cadres
NGUYEN PHUOC QUANG, Representative of Youth

CERTIFIED A TRUE TRANSLATION:

MAJOR, U, 3. VARINE CORPS
G-2

ENCLOSURE(g)
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091145
051150

091228

10 -|#7 DELTA,

3D MARINE DIVISION (asm) .FMF, DANANG, RVN - MON__ .10 ey -
a-3 SECTION o S e N
A — ~—XOTToN .
AN our . f . INCIDENTS, MESSAGES ORDERS . _ TAKEN
- b JouNAL OPERED 0911g0M T - »
091120k 1Yp/6 B8 4D $ROGPS OF APC AT ®AX KY. VN KARDNS BX LLNRTED, | IS
091128H 2 | iATE ENEAIES: 093&H FROM 2D DIV, ALLMLINENTS HRAVILY EW |

BRFOHE 0908008 WITZ MOREAR AMD GROUND FIRN, B4 JPX REGP

/5 KLEMENTS GXPAMATAD. &A FIFGR RMOT LEF® 1/6 AT 0900, 1/5

SOLAYED PRIORITY OF ARTY SUPPORY 20 1/6. PRIORITY (P 3R SUP
10 1/5. 8A PIPTH KKGT R8TI ATES A TTAQK BY ONB VO HBOT,

3. |7 P DRLPA: 2/7 BE PREPARND %0 LXFY VIA K %0 LI 3T 015327,
FOLLOW JWERACR 2/7 70 HIGH GROUND AR 0291. HEPORY VIBN '
XEADY FOR LIN®.  09l000H e

4. | 2/7 FAS 50 ¥ DELETA, DUE 20 AIR PRRPERATIOMP HOUR WILL
BE DELAYAD UNTIL 1000.091007H

5 e ¥ DRLTA SOXBEY CP BSTADLINERD A8 FLAUMD. OFENXD (091015H
09).955H

|iP~6 TO BHIKD MAHD1Y. PABS 70 YRREE N XB ALVEA FOXYROT RRAUESY
Ltov LAID BWM 261 AT OOORD BY 15h450 ASAP. DX PRPARED 70 LIFY
T:NZK SLASH THIKE, @O910bsH

(o2

7 |NAY SNYDER (72 NARINES) 8.3 , 'SAEE CUTS IN HIGRVAY NORTH OF |
CHU LAl BNCLAVE, LRGIMBXRS BRING SEMD QUT 00 () GOING 10
£27 10 FILL IN BUADS., ADO OEU LAl DIXBOTED.BALITVE ROAD
MAY BE MINKD AND AMBUSHES, ZAC ARD NG APOF, (WD HELOS
AVAILARLE YOR AIR BPOR). L

'8 |77 MARINES: AW ARVE BN MOTOR MARCH IS PASSXD PHRU ENCLAVE,
FHEY WEHR JNFORMED THS BRIDGES WRHE DOWE. SHEY VEDD THRU ANYVAN,

9 [1II MAG I (ORPS T0C, EEPORTED als BORNE BRIGADS LIFMED rmu
BAIOON, ABSUME THET AZB GOING TO JOIN 2D DIV, ,

A. ARVE REP (7/g) ONE EFAVI WPN BN MOVED INPO AREA. B2 1329,
PT 1429, BT 1331, M 1431,

B, QOTH BN, FOSSIBLE B0CATION AT 9729, AT 9829, AT 9731, AT 9431,
0, UNIDENTIFED UNIT (ll nu) IN GONZAOY VITH ARVIN FORCE ARB :
JHEFORTLY mmm OONTAOF AXD BGVING B8V,
| UNIT BHEARING CONTAOE EXADING POVARD PHIS HPAVELY INSRRECIHID
ANU FOR‘I'ITI]D AHEA, :

. SeuET (WRN ELUEDIW) g10.q
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G-3 SECTION

- 3D MARINE mvxsxon (REIN) PMF, DANANG, RVN - m"m 10

LED
TION

DECLASSIFIED

¢ ¢

TIME
v

QUT

'Jﬂ
t

— ————— ACTION .
INCIDENTS, MESSAOES, QRLERS . TA

0912358

0913108

0913208
0913200

091 340H

091350

1914108

0912568 |

11

13
"
15

16

18

LZ V10 GRID ’mm lm)c Rinmer at soa.

2/7 0 HXLO LIFF 70 LZ BT 011327 %0 SIEZE HIGH GROUND AT 0nin
A HALO L1F? DELAYED UNTIL 091000 DUE 70 AIR PREPARATION, 9§/
FREPARKD T0 LIFf T0 SAME L% 2/7 AND FORIOV IF TRACB, 3/3
CLOSED HUWONG XUAN AT 15345 (091010) APTER MOTOR MARCH FRON DA I

BNCLAYE VEIG ODN(NIID AT 090600H. 2/7 COMMNGED LANDING 1§
0910008, 2/1 ALBRTED FOR DEPLOYMENT 10 LE VICINITY BT 126326.
ARV ELINEN?S OF STH REOT REAVILY num JUS? BEFORR
WITH REGP 1[5 BLENEMS ASPALMID, 1/§ ISOLAYID, TR RZ0? RsThise)
ATTACKED BY 18% VO REO?, LOCAYION QF ATTACK NOF DETRRMINED,
ARYN LOCATIONS NO¥ STH RNGT OP BY 126326, 1/5 126326, 1/6
BT 129952, 11TH RANGERS DISPERSED LOCATION NOT DRTERMINED,
CASUALTIES 11 THRAM 238 11 KIA, 37 WiA.

¥ DELZA SITUATION REPORT: S J

ML N I IRY O N BRI

AN A NEEE TN S NA FEEY

B, osilooH :
O, MANY VC XIA FRON 8 DRC AIR STRIKR KIA TAKNN INTO VIC
VIET AN, WIA TAKEN JORTH. LIMNES D.¥ XEG,

Ge2 FRAG MENTAKY SITREP. LANDING OBJ ) PROCERDING SMOOTHLY
RELATIVALY UNOPIOSED. 8O0ME AUTO VPES FEOM FEOM 1000 METRES 8.
0AS SILENCED WPN, DOWN HELO IN BANDING ZONE, APPARENTLY MECHANICAL
nn.m BT 010320, REPAIR AND RRSCUN OPS IN mms. :

DASG REPORTED HARVES? MOUN HELO LIF? COMPLETED AT 12N,

6.3 LIAISON: 1

COMMAND GROUP IN POBITION AS PLANNED, 2/7 VIO LT 0TID SQUARR
0132. H.NOUR OBJEOTIVE 1 1230H BY 3/3 A% L8A BY 0306, HoHOUR

FRIBNDLY ATYENP? VILL B2 MADB %0 RXLIEVE PEASSURD OX FRIBNDLY
UNPPSA LANDING ZONE OF 3/3 10C 2000sEAST OF 08 1131

17

LOOAEI'.D IIARIAJ-ISWOIIIEMW STH REGT OP AND

L

DELTA 3: BMOOND ARVE DIVISION LIAISON REPORTS VO UNITS Il
17K ARW UNITE VIC BF 0832 BEMANING CONTACT ATTRMPTING 70, WITHORAW

5 -4 FILLED

DECLASSIFIED
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S MEN FIL :
gL St camnou =

3D MARINE DX
G-3 SECTION

VISION (REIN), .FMF, DANANG, RVN

FROM_ o933 0——TC.

TIME

N,

QuT

L

09141 0H

- |091440E

091448H

091 500K

0915108

0916008

O9UEE

0915114

0915158

0914 50H

Jo91512H

18 |90 SOUTHWES?, UNXDENTIFIND BN NQ LOACTED @ BT 0628, 18T VO |
02 HQ FLUS WP UNIDXNPIFIED BENLOCATED AP 37 0322. ONB UNIDEjrIXigD

ACTION .
TAKEN

& NOVING FROM UNINOVN SOUTHRRN POSITION 70 VIC BT 1728. OXE

81600H, 1XFO PASS %0 3/3 AXD 2/7.

19 =3 LIAISON: SITUATION COF 091400H 2/7 SEOURED QBJECTIVE A

M 3/3. OOOHD SEOURD RNAD @6 1232 AND 13%0.

20 | COMYOY HaS CLEARED BUNQING BT o265,
21| Ge3 %0 O3 LIAI5ON: REQUESY 0OOKD OF 3D WT AND R55's.

22 TF DELTA. 09135 2/7 HAS JUMPED OFF IN THE ATTACK 13358 2/7
DBd Ae

23

HAVE §H/N PROVIOE 20 ROLS OCHOENPFINA, 3000 SAND BAGS, 100
S1aKMS ASAF, ASLO HEQUESY 1MODIAYE DELIVEEY BASIO ALIOVANCK

R AGTION,

24| G=3 LIALSON: CQORD GBJECTIVE 4 VIC 02J4313 OBECT B 045316,
| ORJEOT © VIC 083326 L2 FO2 3/3 NOW VIC GRID SQUARE 8530, 3/9%

LINT TO CONMENCE 144gH.

25 |0w3 LIAISORWPSE SAVE &8 SITHRP LABT NIGUT FOX 155. TF DELTA -

[EAS NO CONTACT LEA, SUGGEST WNUU GO DIRECT FOR 3 MT.

. 26 [REF YOUR 091431. WHAT ARE THE OQURD QOF OBy (A) AND AETY BN GARW

[P3K,

27 |111 MAaF: REQG CITREP OPN HARVEST MOON ASAP,

6BBS451 BALLERINS, 157 LOS5 OF SILGLE SIDEBAND EQIPMERT,

NIDENTIZFIED BN NOVED TIOX DIXN 35 OX 6 DXO %0 VIO B? obus ®% | |
BERAKING RLOOKING POSITIONS ON A LINE FRONBY 085397 7O BY 053k ON OF

T 013324 AT 091335. arty DI GRP ¥ BTRY RSRINATED g0f mmj "
O THIS POSITION, ESTIVATE READY 0 FIRB 091430H. N0 RNPORTS

DELZA 1 UMABLYL 20 C.NTACY PLSU, REQUESY® YOU CONTACT THENN

OSMN AMMO 70 ARTILLERY BTTBRY LZ, PASSED THRU Guls AT 091505H.

28|CLO 3D HAR DIV UNDERSTANDS THAT A POSSIBILITY KXISTS THAT THE
|FoLLOV B@ COMM RQUIPMKNY WAS LOST: 1 FieC4l, 1 PROL47, 1PRO10

Py

MRTAL
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CLASSIFICATION

3D MARINE LIVISION (REIN). FMF, DANANG, RVN - FRON__ ... ’TO;.o'aum-'—'——-
G-3 SEQTTON | ~——o9b0ei—""—001833
TIE 23" T B ACTION .
IN, QUT_ T JUCIDENTS, MESSAORS, ORIERS e TAKEN
0916088 | 29| sPRCIAL SITREP M3 1 OPERATION EARVES? NOOK. | |

2D BN, 77K MARINES LANDED AT LZ YIC (BT 016326) A! 091000H.

; : 2/7 SEIZED OJB ab (BT 0231) A% 091335K. VILL CONTINUR ATTACK
TO GBJ B VIC (BT 0431). 3/3 LANDED AT LZ oglb4sH VIC (BT 143¢) Wi}
ATUACK 20 LINK UP WITH 187 BN S$OE REXOT AND L1TH RANGER BY LOCARED |
AT (BT 1131-1233). AMMO COFYOY MOVING SOURTH ON ROUTE MR 1 C
BO MUKG VIC (BT 0265) AT 0914308, BEIDGE AT GS (BT 4112) Wow

UNDEX REPALK, _ ;

P91557H | 30| 6-3; Has ARY USMC UNITS BEEX IW CONTAQT WITH VC. EKEEQ GASUALTIY

14 " | couNT, WPES CAPUL XD, A
0916148 31| LRIDGE AT 4112 ¥WAS RRPAIARD AT 1400. SCURCE COL VILKINSON
0916101 32| G-3LIAISON OFFICRR, BT SIT REP 091600H 3/3 L1FT COMPLRZED

0915201 CP PREPARING T0 XOVE 1K 7O ARTY BN GRI BTRY ¥ ARBA
041342, HOVE TO BE GOMPLEAT PRIOR TO DARKNESS 2/7 LAST hmn
 ENuOLD UBJ B )

0916098 | - 33 | 6-3 LIAISOM , BF 1N REGRADS TO YOUR BEP 091557% NEO

091715H 3% | LBSS OME VG GUMP ANY VIC AT 870908 ¥VO VO GOMPANY VIC A%
\ 890875
~91750K| 95 | *F mén.n 4 Rep reperts dume Gonvoy departed for Assembly Arveal
at 1650, )
0 0917208 % | 0.3, to Gw3 LIAIBON RKQUEST PONS OF 2/7 AMD 3/3
173K 37 | #N MA¥ $O CU THIRD MAKDIV OFF HARKST MOOK REQ INFO OF FOLIOVENG

1. LOC ¥F DRLTA OP 2, 10O TF ARST 3, HAVE ANY OF
UNI?S FIRED ANY M1SSIONS? IF BO WMO! &, CONFACTS ?
s | 5. compac2s BY 3/3 PASS INFO A5 SOON VAIL

48| REY¥ Jox 1. BY o2sw? g, BY Ov1j2 3, UNK &, NBO 5, NEC

0916 sH 39| Ge3 LIAISON OFFICMR , S8IT XD FOLLOWS, XN AND OMD GROUP AY
‘ OBS A. O GLUSING OBJ A, # 42 CP REAR IN LZ. INTEND ¥O HAVE

| X A B ON OBS B PRIOR DARK, ¥, G AND OMD BUOUP ON OW A
BEFONE DARK, NEG CONFACT 3/3. SIT KPT %0 POLLOV WAEN Aumnmﬂ

0918018 40 0-3 LIs15ON, 2/7 REPORYS ou (B) BECUKED__ P? K
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S .
S1 TION
3D MARINE DIVISION (REIN) _PMF, DANANG, RVN - m,,m YT
G-3 SECTION S . R
1IN oyt — 4 J_:NQDENTS, ﬂ_A_QES, g_wns —— TA
16008 41 -3rw MT bN, SORETINL THIS AFTEINOON VWILL BA GOING ou'r @0
QBJ AQEA VAITING FOR CONVOY 20 FORN. "
0916194 b2 3&1} MI B, B Ad AT ASP 1 WALZING FQR VICHECLES 70 BE‘ LODEDL
THEX WE Wlll PsOCELD B0 OBJ AREA, :
09191 5H 43 | 6-3 LIALSOL, ALECHAFT DOWN 090293 AT (BT 0829) DIVAIR
091930 | 44 | FLASH, WuRid% iouSUKD VIC (BT 129320}, HIDDEN 1N wiC P1FLD
©YOU S PO ACTION,
0919550 #5 | 4.3, WAQUKST ST /EP QF TF DELTA'S OPERATIONS AS OF 091800R
09$850H ng| 2/7 BPOT MEPOXY 4. 2/7 B. 091840 C. 4 VC SUBPECTS FEMOVED ¥
CAVE af (AT 999309-999311=989315) D, VO SUSFECTS BEING HALD
AT BN. CP §O: IMTR11GATION. K. & VC SUSPELLS F. X0 VC KIA
G, NO VC wla H. NO COWPACT WiTH BNBMY AT ¥HIS TIME,
0918034 47| ‘¥ DELTA, PASS TO @MAF INT OPCON OF SLF BT I
091900k 43| A, a/c SUBJECT TO 84 FIRE ALONG ROUTR$ 1 8 OF THE mluo
C@AGR ROSEMOUT B ARD OTHER A/C AHEAD OF Da%¥ T:aC7i8
092020H| 49| 3°D MamDlv, ADC CHO Lal WILL #ORK FROM TAM EY SOUTH AND

£:0M CHU LAI 1Oi2E TOMOARROYW AK IN THE EYENT ANY BBIDGE
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LEYA RS

WEalhRTR B3 TR AYATHG 0F% (@) BX TOTS00 ALOR OB1 AIUT
VD CTVOx §0ven ORY (€) 3 COMBYMIER OF TINR' Cohll-239% OR
STTR CrOVE EeITOE BN YRIEY UR2NENTX 2 YTT @ORDACK ZRVICH
S\S' T VR wEzYULIG DX HETO OB1 (B) COMMENGIC 700500

( HV2 AWYY 2EHI IO IIT W¥VA°

BIVE V3 Gy BoY vAIRY rweprRe D\T\J' IETIANE IRFK &0 Tev
dar eor’ RI4al PYCEI TO DEC HEIT'CORZEF3 I BICK Nb Y
D\T\3 A{TT BE BICK Db V& TOORJON YWD ITVuD YI IV DEILV 0B

03Y800K
pepeogeR IAns 5\ S Aca NI TS Ace = IR A0 V2 OB

(17837Q)
woxEs® T\GT M{ IXYLOD NT2C Doonwomiz 3\3 Cb Tocva:d Vi
I DETPZV® S\ CYRIASTD Y BVE T BOY °30 €Y HC VIOIO T\OT xn

DR2T£XND AT CONKENCE *OYK TW‘YE'DT‘Y&EI'X 30 YELYIH

. .
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34 Merine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G=2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN
T0
T IME ngn ACTION
IN | ouT NO DTG INCIDENTS, MBGS, ORDERS TAKEN
0920L 1 50 T DiJAA, 2/7 CAPTURMD 1 BAR AND L BCX .30 CAL
G H30 1 - 811 IOTAR, 1/81377 TRIPCD LIS
DOCULENTS 3/3 CP LOUCATED AT (116316)
002123 51 CCL, SBCHAIVIR 2/7 24 VCS 3/3 12 VGS - 36 VG5
AS (1 091800H
0921251 52 D/1/3 ILL B PICKED UP AT 100630H AND LAND AT
IF .LTA CP U3 SOW, I'IRST LIGHT 10 DiC HSLICOPT S
WILD PICK UP 1 TLATCON AR QUE SON AFTER LANDIIG
D/1/3, DI IV THI. TC LSA. HAS BZ@ SHIT TO
IIT LT
0921151 53 2/7 I AL RESUVPLYTNG BY H#LO G3J B COHILIICTIG

100700 JILL CLOSH IR BN AFTER RESUPPLY WILY
COUDUCT SHARCH AND CLEAR TGWARD CBJ C 3
COTAIISS Ol LI, CONTIMSENT OF RESUP. LY
A0TTMAT L TAVIRIG OBJ C BY 1012001 UPCK CBJ WILL
LVATE,
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DECLASSIFIED
CLASSIFICATION

3D MARINE DIVISION (REIN), .FMF, DANANG, RVN - FROM poarscx 10 03 9 2T0M
G-3 SECTION o | ~o9aasst _ = -

TIME DL ~ — ~ACTION .
AN our L f INCIDENTS, MESSAGES ORDERS _ —— uﬂW

092115H| 54 o-;, 3/3 SITUARION AS OF 0918)0M VITEIN 600 MBTERS OF ARVE
1/S RECBIVING KRAVY MOREAR FIRE, UROENT YOU RRPORT CURRENY
8ITUATION WHETHER GOLSED WITR 1/§ AND OASUALTIES ‘

0921250 | 55| B GEN HEXDBHSON, z‘;. m‘;. 1, BUBNIY TOUR DAILY ISUN THIS IQ

| AS OF 2500 70 ARRI LATER THAN 0300 2, SPORT REQUIRED
YOU REPONT CAPTURED EAEMY PERSONNEL AND DOCUMENYS AND. mrmw
AT 2IME OF CAPTURKD

'| ogzzzsk | 56 | ARTY BN GRP,? THO? A VIG 013N

0921271 57 | 2/7, REQES? AIR 0N 8TA OON 100 900
0921308 ‘ 58 | 2/7, BEQUEST TO KNOW OOORDINATES 132319 OF FIREB MISSION VHERE

1 YO OOMPANY WERE REPORYID
0922208 ogzzzq 59 | 0-3 WO EELLOS VITH OLASS :vmvmommma.

092218H | 60 | TP DELEHA, CANNOT OONTAQE RIPE PEAOK ALPEA. EEQUEST 1‘00
~ SBdP1¥: ABAP 8 CASES 7362 POR M
2 #30AL 10 OASES M26 GRANADES § BOX
. B CASSS MOIB 10 SLINGLOADS OF zqumn
CONTAINS 2§ VATIR OANS.

092132K . | 61| TF DELTA, EBQUES? I HELO FOR SEIPMEN® OF FILX €0 DA NANG

0922158 {62 | T DmLEA,
092240H 62 | 2/7, 1 HRLO ¥RAX OF 2/7 FAILED %O ARRIVE LZ SPRUCE

INTERRIGATION OF RNTIHR BN REVRALS PROD, THIS HXLO TRAN
LANDED AT BITHER LSA OR YOUR LOCA®ION RERQUEST SRARCH OF
L8A AND YOUR LOCATION BE MADE FOR FOLLOWING MEDA LT. USN .
SEHMET UBN. SAINY USK. JAGKSON USNs FRENCH USH DUMP2SOX USX
| - PLEASE ADVISE KESULTS NEG CONTACT NOTHING UNUSUAL TO REPORT

092241K 63| TP DRL®A, 3/3 TF DELTA WOULD LIXR %0 XWOV IF 3/3 S WOER | /
FIRE,
092250K 64 [ 0-3 LIAISON, URGRNT ¥E KROINVE BITREP OF NARYEST MO #0
|  BARISFY REQUIRNMENYS OF EIGEER HRADQUARYEAS
0923008 65| ¥ DELTHA, 1IN REF 90 YOUR LABY CONOERNING HELO YRA.ZRTRERSp

TRAM LAID]D THIS POSSITION REMAINING THIS POSSIDION

, 6 SECRET . FLLIED IN
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' SIFICATION

3D MARINE DIVISION (m-:m) .FMF, DANANG, RYN - FROM; o 70 1002508
G-3 SECTION P 0523208 _ -
TIME w3 o ACTION
IN QUT . ¢ NCIDENTS MESSAQES, OR TA
po2309H 166 | ¢ pEIZA, DO TOU KNOW TP 3/3 IS WNDER FIRE
| o231 all |67 | ROWGO, IN HoGUAaDS TO LAST MSG NEG.FIVE
oo 1910558 60 | g9 ) HAMAach s BBt NP Plohe TO B DiTaTE-
. b92316H 69 | YIL MAF, WSWEST PULLOWING LOEDIATELY FOR 1 RVEST HOH
Lo WIGE YGSITICHS Do CASUALTIES C, LICENTICNS D, VG AID
L. h..»i’ 1S B
pozsesn 70 | TADC, HOW INY HELO'S WERE INVOLVED IN THE LIFT FOR 3/3
2223011 7 2/‘7 Ris JUSST TO KNOW CoOMDINATES 132319 OF FIRE WISSTON
2 I VC COMPANY W:RE REPORTED
laoowosu 72 3/3 REQUEST HED EVAC QWE HAED WOUND CORD, 123818 REQUEST
. HELD CONT WARFHOUSE M; O LANDING CONTROL ASAP
fioo130d 73 | TR3K FORCE %9, FRAG CHDER 10 DEC ¥ 08§ REF A, 1, ARVH
OFEHATTONS IN 2, MISSIGH REF A 3, A.
DIXIE DINER APTACK TO OBJECTIVE G SUBSBJUSMT TO 0700 3,B.
WAREHOUSE CONTINUES 70 APT CK NW AT FI:s? LIOUT 70
ACMPLISH : I5SICN 3,C, PROVISICHAL ARTY BN CONTINUES TO
GUPIORT TASK FORBE AND ARVN 4, REQUEST FOR LOGISTIC
SUPFORT FROM LSA §, ACKNOWLEDGED
| 000LSH 7h | 9thMar, 3/3 5 RECD FRQGM 3/3 ) WHO IS PRESEVPLY AT C MED
1 ﬁlown?xnzmmgm
f 001 30H 75 | TF DEILTA, RELAY TO RIPE PEACH ALPEA RUGGLES MIKE WILL
nwwom::tsowm:ssrmmmmmm _
1000 50H 76 | MONROE, RADIO CONVERSATICH WITH MONROE 2l THAT SITiEP
T ] OULD S-S L AR NOT BE SEMT BY RADIO AS INSTRUC
BY MURPHY 6 SITREP WILL CQME BY COURIER ON 10 DEC _
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| I 0R: BLOJTD DWIRTER AVAILABLZY munwtoﬂases)

3/3 LT PURID V03 1§ OAVR (] CBJEORIVE G, IHAVE AL30 POUMD
Ve BOUIMLIR THIS CBIMODIVE AREA, WILL PORVAND WO POR
DY DAL I,

2/1 B0 T¢ DELTA DROs 3022451
Sp0P IpGiR

A, DDH

B, 102215H

% 071932l
Dy VG'-'B OROLSED TN PG OF POSIVIO, (B3LBVED 70 YAVE o
UPAPLIS, RAY YNRURMELOOGMSHT @R CHALLAWLD, BAN
LIRRO 100AL ABOSH, THO FIRED QJ 1B, VO EKIA

15, (HARLE 70 P WHAPOH, SEARCH PIRR LINP GIDBND, VO

WoRTn DLAGK Pg (CUT &F)
b §

T A3 JOURSIAL IRRBER 261
SITTYOR ADVISOR 210 TW DIV, WDERSTANDS IS IR HAS RSQUESRED
30 IATIV 70 S & LIATIH FFIGRR 641 0 HY LOGEIN FOR

S WETH TERICAL <6, HE HAS NOR ARDIVED, RRQUENS YOU
CGFWBDIMN AD XPIOME ARIVAL (7 THIS TRAH DURE

TR A5 0O GOPIS mmmmmaﬂm umm,

F D IN
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SECRE] N FILLED I

3D MARINE DIVISION

G-3 SECTION

CLASSIFICATION

(REIN), FMF, DANANG, RVN - FROMJAAJISH 10

TIME

AN, QUT

!J"
.

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORIERS - T

1113251

1

1Masu

1334351

b0

Wk IR

233

1

215

219

|- MR AT GREIADE

ACTION .

o

:
8
gv
:
:

Filg OU0E » 3

P01t VAR =3

Y0 CASUAIFIES

72 XA (COPIED)

16 KX (POGSIRLE BY GROUND)
¢2 KIA (POSUIINE BY AYR)
23 Voo

138 VU3

151

12

2 pAm

13 PACES

3 cAm axgms. (Pgm 0 TO 1AF)
IFHE 20 IGLES HIKB : .
é“%‘zmm 26 A OGHPAC? LOOISIC AREA FOR BOWUS1 AVISE POODRE
LIFE BLOCD LOGATED A7 DA RANO HARDOR QU 8 HR REAUTI U 20,

MURPIIY ‘10 DIKIS DRIER AWD OLERIER 70y 1132250

PASS WORD QOUNTERSEN  OQDE 34

5 SCH DISPRIOR CHIDP REPORES VILLMGERS A2 mRTee)
ST AT AGAINGR AWTY FIRES, SHOUNY 7EAES Poai I cozwsﬂ

2D PPIS LT DISPARGIED TO BREAK UP DIXMSTRATIAI A
ATPUEIDID LS,

AP (E0O71323) 3/3  PIR FOUED LOWG UA) SHED FOR 75 PEOPLE
SICTEEY DUDG DAEJPROYED,

HLPIY  DRG 313,080 -
: 5 AL i VIO B256) oOuSTS 7
VO DIFID PCS ALOM) BASE OF HILL ( 3 P

KO, TIIICH LIS VITH 10 PRE PRONGHE
O TON

s, IS THIT UAS WITHIN 900 YAIDS P POl LAST NINHT,
| SECRET (WHEN FILIED IN
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SE WHEN FILLED IN) -

CLASSIFICATION
3D MARINE LIVISION (REIN). FMF, DANANG, RVN - FROM________ 10
G-3 SECTION o —

TINE iy - —— ACTION .
_IN our ¢ ;ucxmms, MESSAGES, ORDERS L TA
1uhsn 219 (cauvr) 2X@1 HomPAR A AN FIRS XEXD mmwm Pt VI -

SAME PON, QUSRI BA HOD IS MRESR (F W AACO .
000 » 1T THARS -mmnmmm@mmw
1UG0u 220 2AA210y MBIGAGE RECTIVED PACH IXT MAP ARG LIMID QROMD
150 001 | 1235308 HESOAIE 82T 70 INT MAP RS AN LIGHZ GRIUID
IXPICITATICH,
1E3N 020 | WY DEG 1123200 R
ROUYEH BAN IRNG OAPFURED BY 2/7 (BPO730) O XA DEC, RANE, P70
Oy GLATS mmmmfoww R o
CISSITS Cr § 0013 DESIROR 3, 3 up 6, i, T
AL 1, DEPAITED DANIO JULY 1965, alves At oA homen
AnUF 3955, Ammmmuazﬁs. mmmmmw
HEARD FHAD THE 36 amm& m 300 AW Y
TAS TREEESXNTEEXE EEDNSALIENY D IITISED QUAND MAM
11551 "ai wm:mx‘eﬁ RECEIVID SA PIRE VIO (BPOT0307) QUL WOO
““| STAAIDG FOR WOAPGH, 1 USMO WOMMDED Y ACCIDIEL DIJCHAME,
111550 caly | FRANT TO WUREH JIOCK  DiGs JALOSH
KmRg . (DRSS YOU SI3D TAIGEES FOR AIR ASAP I7
RRLES 3 228 | FRAN 2 9O FASsH 3 D20 AUSTH
Tiiwu ARs AIR TALITS ,
WO, 1. 090275 » 206273 VO ASSY AR:A
10e 2o 104270 VC SP0RAGE AREA
10, 3» 225200 « 135200 235265 126268 RPOED v DATPALIY
Y0, Ly 002227 REPOTTED VO CQIPANY
1135061 226 m'.vm' 26 2/7, 3/3 AD 22 PO ML I
DAL WINY UOIT DDRRIFIONTI,  VALUATE TO Le Co Ay
17 “*01 LuJLMDu MTIVATE TASK PORCE GiTa
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SE ' D
CLASSIFICATION |
3D MARINE mvxsxo ' . '
G-3 SECTION N (REIN)' FMF, DANANG, RVN - FRON W 10/} 758 2F
TIE h ' AOTTON .
IN. OUT i ~ :
AN —t ;_ucxmurs, wns, ORDEES _ TAKEN
1238358 Hexg | vavsmin £0 MOUADE 3 DGy 215200 ‘ :
B SoWIoHADLE RI0RS aaxm 15 1OCATED n a:ma GP
4 il
p Ik I5ef\ o 028 pARCInIER 202

R%s A2LLSH
1 CORP3 P00 mmwmrwzma

e | 110G

L’-

B TM’ ,2 i }o‘

. 2 SRS G AL KIAS WIAG
LRLAL ey TOURTHG!

IRy 13 Y E I 1'¢

fJI“"" 3!22'!!41&'.’

DAGS PHAT MARDIES

T! I8 ARDA WO TSR R0 ATTACK AND IAVE BI) ALL AVATLADLE

h115310 ool 7ohBes: 7o G-3, 57 PELICITIOH AC 138 BAS Bl OO FOHIO DR AT
SV ATD 1504 Tl 1S d: W YOO RITUR

51 43 0-3 30 T buTA, SURLS B9 RLLIVE EPOY
e Ky A A ATIRS 1 REY /01 wa :ﬂ:‘""&ﬂ

5‘2"1”&_3
11630 a3 | oF D:TA TC O g YOUR mssﬁa RO SIGHIPL: U7 GLINAGR BE
(KET- AN z:xdﬂ 2/1 70 U7 BARA, 200 @ 22537 OF 000296 1:: FSCTRO s o
:A .s” ) \‘(. Gf
sl e 0/1 0 TF DDAy YW A% TO VIE U AT OP63R M THEL TC
) lf Cl n-: il B RLAR A0
111753 ash| WP wmEs TG 2/! ry YOU A WISH SIP DIPOITIN A

POUR YOUR UHTY I NER RIOY O ;éw

WIATESD O Tl

(LR S “/1 ?C o m.a,, STEL SN RIS CHR LS Tl TORY

170 ey A &2 i 3/3. N3 5 HEOR 5 SRRV (6 R I AR

L7 ALD LAY SUPLLY ASAP
10 sl TP 1Lon n a3 ot 2T, DB rul R T &
1G0T o3 Lo GPD U Tr D0 Ged, BT ANO B MILITAY G40 m,&x,d

.10
H‘Jt‘ih{/ HYQ
L‘JL‘ 5 (o i
357 WAL ¥ PGB

L TITAL LIr R TEVED 16 B PORAL WIA T
IUL.:.N; !f‘:axx v;"ezs
125 3 U35 HL&“’G"Y i5h 2
TOLG GORLDIS TO0AL Gfm Wy
DA 1 2 DI G 6 30

o SECRET (WHEN FILLED IN)
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SE ' LLED
CLASSIFICATION
3D MARINE DIVISION (mu) mr mnanc RYN - FROM ) g
303 SECTION 1 -uE, Massgoy RO 20L5 £
TINE " — . ACTION
IN our__ ¢ ;ncanrs, MESSAGES,, onmns L TA
1197270 1539 21 20 5 pcea, DID MR GIR WWASS YOUIRIDAY AS YLAILD 27 BTN o
?. ..ﬂﬂ::;) &4 40 85' B,A P?d 1{) [ M.\i w 105 fM“ 10 WAl "
'I;” 2 ,;{Jr\
117291 Shol BAG 10 U0 WP DA, TU0 DU ShALL A P 18 0ee T L0 BB
AT o0 VI OE 200 4T 1VIL00H D BIXET AD Hmm
11930 2l ;z::n 0 ,z/t AP M0 1 OVMP BSOK NI MO MIMG DLAbun

DRI & SN E ¢ § HC“ AN UGE ALS0 16,1 00 W’i‘ a&sm; THGE
"3 SO eGe LA AT BY TGICHNY 1B JTLL DT oRiciL

176G 22| 2 Tu TP 2IDA, AD LRIV Wa'ﬁ'aﬁ{t; ARl w Tt 10 BIOGE]
PN Bl 0 B 3“"‘"‘3!: Pz 12 O PIHS ARF THT VO WELL
CARLNG WG DPED

ML ' Aol G 16 02N, W oD | mw £HD TR ;'c;;f;usus
WG PrY 21 Tu TP DEITA :
1400011 A 2A PU T OEITA, 24 SHDS M1 g SISUINS WG SIRAN

TUZ TAR DIV Qw3 Q0T SIEREP AS OF 1M36008, JIHOLUDE
WD P IOMATICS, SAVUAISTS PRINDLY A IIIMY, PEIAS
SO STy Vo SOVERLD STISURR WImIe0n,

ey | asony oy

1o 20| A 90 2/1: DISSUDAR 1Y LAJT 110,, DIDARDING DIRIGZR AND fr&ma
PO, IEF0 HAS DA CERAXNOD BY Ofian m.
1110081 o7l 2/ TC WP I, 27 B IS L TILD MR T TDIED JAY 70
‘ $1%)
V390 RO T DDA TC /Ty © 00 INDICVES A8V VO DOY O I8 LT )
' r.'; (0 2808
11130 A W OSR 20 343 21 3N, IS ) DBWIL 9 OINLE 10 IUCLUDD

1C=Hl ProTRIon FRIOLE SIE CASIALTTIN: CA. ﬂuz‘_w b TALY
Ay P 2131, Y0 RE s D

1Mioa3 5 ﬁﬂ TORS X ifv:r"s, AT PIEN LIOE LT 100 Uss oulis A 2‘
N I 2‘52* FTCBLIT OO

1119258 @8I eV R v R ITAy ChRNLS RID BUHKGES L0 Y E) Vi BAS" HILL
hw BJ: s w “E

1L XL e I CEN S Ga.,, TUG-3, U8 a'O l) PO T COFo DAGS TIAD Medil. T
. i oA i ;Hi" [ F Y ;&3 Qm HE v ns-r-‘ AII-.J AV L M
G SMRVR LSS I Y IR ERA THART B0 VO 0 ENGE ANTACIG

119531 e ‘/1 ';a SRR, U R ;02 N0 WHIP DISICTVI A5
e DA e e "R 085205 20 007285 2
P VCIRYy VT 4 i} ¢ 080295

;o | SECRET (WHEN FLLLED IN
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34 Marine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN

Heotsn T Ly D OS50

TIME
IN § OUT

ngn
NO

DTG

INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORDERS

ACTION
TAKEN

117U

111630

ﬁ-shn

112030?

1120358

1 203011

112050f

253

254

255

256

257

258

259

260

C(HT: FRIINDLY CASUALTIES OV KIA 02 WIA CAPTURED
RDS (F 30CAL A0 VC SGNG BOCK AND ASSORIED

PITOGRMHS 2 VO KIA BY BODY COUNT 30 BY EST 30 VO
S:O0ED VIC 085207 TAKEN UNDER FIRE EST 10 VC KIA

TF DELTA TO G-3, 1/6 SPTS 200VC BODIES VIC GHAU
LAY 3 Br 108329 IAUTO RIFLE S RIFLES 2000 NS F
ASSORT A0

BW O RO‘D ALL WORE W5:ING LOT PROUN MATWHIAL I
ADOYV 2ND GRP BSERVED BT 003351 WEANING LGT DI
HATERTAL 1:0VING W O ROAD AO CHECKED 2ND TIME T!IH
CLISS AE: IS TARGE? FORH & I

POSTPION COCRD DT 098279

Gw3 TO TRIWAPS,TF DELTA NEED TO KNOW IF AnC LIO!
SUEPUTED FOR 1 D‘“:c IP POSTPGHED 2L #RS OR IF
PCST+CNED Ii! POST. ONED INDIFINITELY REQ ADVISE b

2/1 TC TF DEITA, IN ADDITICH TO HORUAL RUSUPPLY
TCIT2M0 - WE NELD FOLLOWIIG 50 BA 270 26 CA-ES
RATICHS 100 ums CANS 3 BB 451 ARE READY FOR
GIAGIIG 3 GF TENTS BROUGIT YESTERDAY WERE
RITURNED AND WE WOULD LIKE TO OBTAIN TIHESE ASAP

2/7 TO TF DELTA, TF DELTA & FRAS QRDER }CDIFIED T
VESTIIER PEIMN? CO CCLTINUED ADVANCE mﬁog,mﬁlgo’l
IOpEOs: \DIG ELRMENTS TOP HILL 30H
e PSR Y 2R G PERIMERTKR DEFENSE 4ROUND
CP AT BT 08302 T0 06832 TO BT 064299 TO 06L30k
2/7 F REMATNS ON OBJFCTIVE C COORD DEFENSE WIPH
3/3 2/1 11 ON OBJECTIVE 7 I PRIRIDLY WIA FROM
ACCIDENTAL OUN SHOP 2 VO A-FRISIENDED 2 VCS APERE
(IFHDED CO M SYRSP UP HILL 407 REUELD S CAL
POSTTICH 10 C'.SES 50 CAL AMMO FOUND I BANGALORE
TCiPEDO FOUND FPIBCE OF FILLD FHONE I CAICUFT.AUGE]
UELII N OLD 80 CAL POSITICN HAD BLOCD IN THEM 10
CASES S0 CAL AND I B NGALORE TCRIFDO BURIED.

TF DELTA TO 3/3, REQUEST DNM“EDIATE LFORMATION
Cll LOCiTION AND CIRCUMSTANC:IS SURROUNDING CAPTURR
OF VC DOC!TENTS S+pegne OF PERTICULAR INTEREST
IS A BLUx BOOK OF I AND 3 INCHES THICK FCRJARD
AND DIPRM G TRIE AND PLACE

TF DHLTA TO G-3, BT 024345 ABS GROUP OF PECPLE M§m}

) 00

-y

GRP IIAD

TF DELTA 70 2/7 2/1, BE AWVISED TTQ IN YOUR VIC GLOSEST YOUR

0
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2d Marine Divieion

(Rein) ,FMF

COMBEAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN
1120608 T0
TIME IR ACTION
IN | OUT NO |} DTG INCIDENTS, MS8GS, ORDERS TAKEN
1121008 261 TF DELTA TC 3/3, A POx PERIGD 111800H TO 120600H
B 77 © 68 D VARIABLE * SIZE }ARCH?® E 500 FT
OVER C°ST IA ERED TO 10000 FT F LIGHT RATH AND w&
. G (GAIBLE JNABLE TO COPY)
1121301 202 TF DELTA TO 3/3 2/7 2/1, DO YOU 1:VE KAC 138 AJ
REPLY ASAP
1121478 263 m TO F NSLTA, DO NCT H.VE COPY K'C 138 iJ
1121501 .20k TF DELTA T0 2/7, (MiSSED WORD) STATIUN (MISSED
WORD) RELAY TO DASC WHEN YOU -RE UNABLE TO
COUE-CT YOUR REQUEST
111551 265 Ii1 MAF T0 G-3, RSCIVED VAP NO i3 RE ARC LIOIN
: 12 DEC ME3SAGE READDRSSSID TO TF DAITA OVER
COViR:D CIHCUIY Q4 CENTER,
1115151 206 IF D874 TO Ga3, SICU 21} ITEM 7 B TO C D 600
PASS 0 VAJ D
112000k 267 TF DEL.A TO Ge3, MuuX ¥ THI LIEN 23 TEARS GLD,
WORNIDED CIV lAY VB INFO Ve T0 . RVN HG3P
DANANG WOUNDID IN HAND AND LEG WOUNDED UPPER
HAND AMD RP ARM
1122151 268 31D AR TO 3RD HARDIV, MESSAGE YOUR IR 50 ARC
LIT SCIHDULE REZAING 12075SH RPT 12075SH
DIREOTION GF ATT CK IS 030 DiRIES REMAIN
KINLZH 3 K FRGM AREA
- 112250] 269 2/1 TO TF DELTA, TOTAL EFFECTIVE STREHGTH 39
| UFFICEHS AND 1798 ENLISTED TODAYS CABUIXIES
t KIA 9 WIs 5 (COULD NOT COPY REMAINDER)
. 112328 270 TF DEITA T0 Q-3, WEDATIVE CENTACT WITH JOYRID:
- 112305] 2n 2/A T0 TF DELTA, THE NUMBERS OF LAST MESSAGE
, RFLECT QLY P_RSONNEL
1122531 272 TF DLITA TO 2/1, CIICK YOUR 5 ACKLES STRENOTH
% REPORPED DOES NOP WonK oUT
12031 273 TP DEITA TO 2/7, OVEZLAY WILL BE DELIVERED AT
FRST 1I0E
;
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33 Marine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN
12000 0 [200¢5
TIME Hg ACTION
IN | OUT NO DTG INCIDENTS, MS8GS, ORDERS TAKEN
mﬂl 27h G§ LIAISON, G3, ARTY 105 M{ MISSIONS 7 (BS 25 UN
1200038 mé*mnﬂﬁwnsmuomsnmmms
6 TUBES UP, NO ACTION

1200041 o7 63 LIAISON, G3, 2/1 REC'D OCCAS SNIPTER FIRE VIC

(mo77295) FIRE PRGM VIC BASE GF HYLL Loy (BP
075288) LLMS D/D MOVING FROM NLV W/ OL AT moocq
VIC (BT0o81295) D/& E & G DETACHED TO REVERT T0

PARIIN CR3, AT APPROX 11125°H HELILIFT QLeE &
H IN?, IZ VIC 077295 & LIFT COMPIETE AT 111S00H
AND BN BIDAN RCUNDABCUT MOBEMENT 70 SB ARWIVING
AT NIGHS PNS VIC (Bro87285) AT APPHOX 1730 WJO
MESTIIR SIGNIFICAN? RRSISTAICE BN SUSTAINED 1
KTA AUD 2 WIA 101800«111800H, IO ACTICH

].1.2355[1 276 Q3 3RDHARDIV TO CG mm
R¥: YOUR# %L 12150
SUBJs OPERATION HARVEST MOOM
AUDIOL PSY WAR ORNS
1, SUBJ HISSION APF.0/ED FOR 121000H IF TACTICAL
STTUATICN PERITTS,
2, CUGIEZSTED LOZATICIS FOR SUBJ OPERATICHS
A, GC (mm; 70 (Br1125)
B. 05 (Bros2k gm‘ovzh) (Bro623), and (Brovea)
C, FROE (Bmsai T0 (sr:'u.xa) 70 ( ) TO
(Bro529)
3. D) A/C CHuCK IN WITH DASC, 31,6 RPT 3ahé
10 FOR COORDINATION AND CONTROL AND AREA CLEARAIQE

111122 XXXXREN 277 BGEN PAT, ©0 3/3, 2/1, 2/7,
! FRAG GRDER 3,68
Y.As CURRENT IUHS
o F.IENDLY NO CHANGE, USAR
2o COUSTHUE SEARCH AND DESTHROY GPERATIONS FROM
OPE#ATION OVERIAY TO BE HISEHEUBUTED,
3.A, COLLE OVER ATTACK W TH 2/) WHILE EXCUTICHS
HELO BOIM ASSNALT WITH 3/3 AMD 2/7.
Bs 2/1 AT COORD (THIZPLIH) CONTINUE ATTACK IN
SAME DIRSCIION COMMENCING AT (ZPSTiKed).
Ce 3/3 IXCUTE HiLI BORNATTACK N PREVICUS
DH bnfxmm 1z AIID mma SEARCH AND DESTROY
mcu* & HELT BOR As.,ww o L2 70 BE Dﬁsmrw:w
LIE0IAELY FOLLOWNIG 33 LIFT. EXCUTE SEARCH)
AID D ‘STROY @<RATICGNS IN DIRECTION : DISSUSSED
WITI! 3RIMARDIV 3A, (2)LEAVE RETIZFORCE UNIT O
um. hOT (MINV) FOR SURVIALENCE AND REACTION
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3d Marine Division (Rein),FMF

COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION
G-2 JOURNAL . DANANG, RVN

soausy ™ 120727/
TIME ngn ACTION
IN | QUT NO DTG INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORDERS TAKEN
1111224 277 CONTINUED, LIF? REQUIRED,

E,

F, ARIY BN GRP, BE PREPARED TO DISPLACE ALL UNITE,.

Ge 1, (F ALL FIRES SUPPLY NEEDED AT PRESENT
PON REQUIRED TO JUMP (FF, LINE FIVE COMHi.
RELAY STATION 70 BE :STABLISHED O HILL
(DMEC), ACKNOWLEDGE ALL ORDER AND OPERATICH

u.23501# 270 2/1 TO TF DELTA, ACKNOWLEDGED (COULDN!T CUFE)
365, NO ACTICN

11235 279 TF DELTA TO 3/3, 2/17, 2/, SURMIT LIST ASAP OF
CAPTURED WEAPONS, DQUIFMENT AND (COULDN'T COPY)s

REQUIRE CQMPLETE INFO PENDING ARRIVAL T::IS CP
WHEN WILL, GEAR Bi EVACUATED TO G2, MNO ACTIWN

132357‘ 280 TF DELT: TO UNK, 2/1 AT gm & PI IH) CONTINUE
ATTACK IV (COULDN'T COPY) DIRECTION COMENOTNG
1208001, ~ NO ACTICN

120002 281 TF DSLTA TG TAC, WEATHER AT CP 120000H OVERGAST
LiGIT RATN LIGIT IND CEILING 880 TO 1000, NO ACH
uqegolnmh*'zsz G3 £0 03 LM ISGN, SUMSIT CASUALTY DREAK DOWN
OF FRIIZIDLY ~ND INRNY UNITS TO COVIR PERICD 102L®D

T0 112,008, REPORT REQUINRED BY ¥ G200H,

uzaooﬁx 283 a2,
1. DIST CHISF QUE SON REPORTED VC CO DUG IN
(BTOl832L) (Br053326) (BrOST32l) IVC BN LOCATED
MOVED FROM HILL 270 TO (BT020310) (BP013318)
2, 52 ARTY LNO RELAYED Q TIN 85 BRIIGE (BTOS0301)
IS [ IED OF BOTH SIDES OF ROAD AlD ENDS (F BRIDG
1 VC BU (BROGS265) 200 VC AT (BTOBO2GOMBT090290
k0O VC AT (DT090360 KNE ON BOTH SIDES OF RIVER
(BP099360) VG DEAD AHD WIA (BTOTS0LO)
3, AIVH AYEY AW PREVICUS VC XX LOCATION (BT
0934%) 70th BN LOCAT:D (DT125260) (Br125275)
60th BN IGCAT.D (BU105290) (BT099286) TIE E
UNITS ARE EVAC MANY WIA TO (BT134265) MeD (BT
ol5275) 1FGO AT mzom;s;; BEDG MOVED TO RIVER
UK ANOTHER CO (Br227)16) EROTH-R CO (Pr165330)
WO-KiiRS HOVED VO KIA, WIA AND CAP? BQUIP DURIIG
REWE fsap)m(sc 70 (gg:.oiggg 1 gg agxga Lom;::ma)
(Br13K280) (BT1sN? 3 172
he 277 W, 2 VS APPREIENDED BN SHEP'OF H1E 1101

DECLASSIFIED
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34 Marine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN

2o 70 LIOI0H

TIME
IN | OUT

"JH
NO

DTG

INCIDENTS, MS5GS, ORDERS

ACTION
_TAKEN

1123008

120%‘%

o

112340

-t

283

285

2006
247

268

COMTTIED, REV ALED S0 CAL M} PSNS 1k CASES CF

50 CAL AMMO, BANGALON TORPEDO, ONE HEIME®, PSNS
TAD BLOOD IN THEM,
5. CO E 3/3 (BTO71323) RECOVERED 100 CARBIIE RDS
12 "RUSSIAN SHELLS' 30 CAL, 200 BAMBOO SIMNAL
D UMS, 300 MITI-HELO STAEES , 3 VC FLAGS, 8000
IBS RICE (DESTROYED) AND VC DUCMENTS,

</1 8, TO IF DiliA 2,

A, 2/7

B, FRCe1 102400 TO 122400 Div

Ce RICEIVED (HLY SPORATIC SNIPER FIRE VIC (DT
06208) 1 VO SU:KEHDERED T0 2/7 "H* vEe (BPOT0294

L

2/7 "9 1 VC SHY ER VIC (DBT0O55298) UEA: O3S SEARCEW

0 RIGATIVE,
D, 2 VG CAPTURED 1 DELIEVED POSSIBLE VIP SUBJECT
PADED 200300 MEN O (BJBCTIVE 7 3 VC CAPTURED
VIC O0L31l 1 CAMTLIDCE BELT WIPH CARZTNE A0,

DISTHUYD BY 20, 2/7 YHY FUUND 10 80X S 50 CAL
A0 VIC (Br072264) DURIED HUIEL ALSO [:EFORFED
VAN CACHING GUN FSNS SOME CUVEHED WETH BLOW

(50T OF MESCAGE T TRANS)

TF DEEZA TO 3/3, REVORT HECEIVED THRCUGHT

FuC 5 UTHBS ANS LOUAT-D Ar COORD (31-13'6!‘8%,

U273, 3268k, 141278, 17261
2/1 70 3/3. HAVE F ARTY FO 27,2 A00

SDVISOLS, MIKS SZLIIGAT AC WWER T/A BIOSO3LS
TGS EXCLLLENT COVLARGE, 1ANY, MANY, IANY
KIA & WIA, UOD ABLD TO COUNI DU 20 DISFURSIN
MIS:ION TIRED ARVN 155%s ANO MIKE TRY 15518
REPCIT MONITORED APPROX 111800 BH FRM AC NIT BY
IRGATDIV M.

A NONIICRD RADIC CONVII3ATION PUR ADVISORS TO

ADVISORS BiRAVO RIVEAL'D AO FLZ OVI: TARGET ARHA

(Pr090345 ) AFTER ARVN 15788 AlD MIKE BTIY 15518
Bk FIRED AGAINST REPCRLFD 300 Vi, AOC REPORTE]Y
CHLLINT COVERAGE OF TARY THAT HE SIGHPED
ALY, DAIY, FANY, VO KIA AND WIA, AC WAS UNA'L
COUNT CACUALTILS BRGAUSS THEY WIRE SO WIDELY

DISPTRSID, NI WAS MCHITORED AT Y11800H,

1AF G2
3, Fti I cows TOC

=

B, 1116501
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3d Marine Divieion (Rein),FMP
COMBAT" INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN

120200 T0) QO3YSHA

TINE
IN § OUT

HJ "
NO

DTG

INCIDENTS, MBGS, ORDERS

ACTION
TAKEN

120255¢

11215011

288

201

ege

293

CONI INUED

C. BI09030,5-BT058360

D, 40O VC OBS'D ARTY FIRED FROM QUE SON & THAN
BIN, WEGRS MANY BODIDS OBStD, NO RODY COUNT RECYD
ABUSH 0BS'D VIC Br186360.Br109369 CALLED I
ARTY, 10 NES RECID,  LeNeNHY

7 DELTA, SUBMIT REQUIRED FOR SUPPLIES TO BE

DELIVERED ON PSN BEIWEEN FIRS? LIGIT AND 0730,

TF DIETA TO 2/1, 3/3, 42,
HATTRIAL, PBRSONNL, AnD DOUGHanrs WO TS cp
SGCiIG T SHOULD BE DRLIVER TAGGED TO PREVENT LOSS

T DELLh TO 3/3,

1, CVERLAY "0 BR DELIVERED FIRST LIGH:
2. YCU L1 HAVE QUNHSHIPS

3¢ L HCUR &7 22 0830H

Lo 12 LOC WED } 7297

5. VCS WIILL BE LIFF D PRIOR TC OBOOH
Ge VILT TILVE GAS

7¢ DI ANWIS:D CO WILL BE LIFTED 1IN0 3/3
L7 FOLLOJING 373 LOFT TO WORE WITH 3/3

0G 37DMAIDIV TO PR 3HILIAF,
SUBJ: CASUAITY RIPORT
1, 45 1124008 FPRIZDLY CASUALTY IS AS FOLI.OWS
KTA.32
VTA=SL
I'D )
2, ABCVE COUNT IS CUMULATIVE AND TNCLUDES USMC
CASU/IRT 8 THCURAED WHILE VARIVES ATTACHED TC
ARVN FOR HARVEST MOON,

CG III WAF TO GF UIRD :ALDIV,
CUis AT TUL HARVEZST HOON AUDIO PSY WiR OPNS

A. B TIIRD ARDIV T XU AND PAS. TO OO TF DELTA |

1o AN L TARAD TO FLY FOY WAR IOUDSPEAKER U 10
ST 1210000 DEC CUMNUCTION OPN HARWEST IOGH IN
AdSAS TGU DESIRG, IMVE VOC WILLING TO SPLiK 70

GG IES VIA PRERECONDED TAPE, WILL UTILIZE IN
SULJUIIITICN WITH EAFLET DROP VCC LETTERS TO

Ol A,

P2,y LU T YU ASCIGN AREAS PCR OPNS,

g. SUGGINTEY LOCATICH:
o KGR SUSPECTED VC CCHCLNTRATIONS,

o
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3d Marine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN

TIME
IN § ouT

ngn
NO

DTG

INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORDERS

ACTION
_TAKEN

s

' ung

1.1.23.‘30%

120025#

1203&5T

295

296

297

BCNTINUED,

B, FRIZILY NEUTRAL VILLAGES AND HAMLETS SUBJECT
TG VC ROPAGANDA, |

Yo DISTRICT CHIEP HAY BE WILLGN TO SPIAX 10
PEUPLE TO ADVISE AID MARINES IF YOU GAY AR ANGE
HIS TRANSPORT TO DANANG AN MASE PRIOR 120POCH
5¢ ACFT UILL OPERATE AT ALTITUBE G° 3000 FT M
NINDMM SPEID OF 30 KIS,

G TIIL) VARDIV TC G IIT 1AF

OPLRAT TN MAIVE P MOON

2¢ FLULED) (P RAVICN PR 1208068

A, MRIILLERY WIITC SUPPORT OPERATIONS FR(M Vhi.
SR PSS,

Bs 3/3 iOVES FRGE VIC 4% L106C0H BY HELICOFTER
20 L2 (DI1L30) AND PREFAID: BO AVTACK TO SOUTHe
Wl AVTER PREYPATCRY FIRES, ‘
Ce 2/3 LEMALIS VIC (BTO820) UNTIL COMITTED IN
ATACK GIN VIC (Bro2ch) 1OVEIENT TO OBJ AREA I8
»LNILD By QELICCPDLL, ‘
D, 2/7(-) R@:4IN5 VIC HILL LO7 (DPO727) CONDUCT
SEARCH 2HD DE TROY ISSIGH VIC NILL 4O

IIT LAB TO 115 MARDIV, MY NR 13 REGARD ARG L
YWUR APYENTTON DWVITED TO RRQUIRRMENT FOE FRIEND
LIES Ri4IN 3 RPY THRRE KM PARDET AREA, YOUR IR
51 | ARA B AFPRARS TO BE (1LY 2 KM

THIRD IARDIV TO TF DRLTA,

AGC LIGIT SAFETY CREMENTS

1. 373 1Z IS I ARC LIDHP DANGSR /OB

2o  DNLAU SAFE DISTANCE IS 3 KM RMFEAT 3 KM

PROES AGC TAIGIT anu

3e I'GIATH 3 K FROM TAMOED AREA UNPIL 120830H
Lo ACKIOLIGE ‘

OO UL FAKDIV TO o8 ITX Mzwvc CAUSUALTIBS
FLil00 COVsi) 130600 TO 112l K1%eS0 POSS |
¥346A30 §i D140, TVDRREBYHFOBS: XRECGHE KM&E:,
POS KIAw220, WIAO, VG027, VGS-195, POSS KBAe
107, iAILIUR=-14 NOZE RAILIER T UNED HIMSELF
TG Wik DLITRICT CHEIF, ARD XIS BEING liCID BY
CIE DIWRICY o I,

& n
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3d Marine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN
Ja0laom . O

OouT

g
NO

re

INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORDERS

1207554

32008

A
I

X »;;;lisé

R TSP i

12\3@_)‘?1

iy

120901

-

12050

2.d

i3

Yy
¥

3

it

ACTION
TAKEN

2120 TF DELTA, R U B X IO FUL LB 1Y
KT Uy TRy e 0B2egl, T UK oau.
(206, 7 T0UTICN VO M PR cce&m,. WIAY TC

5T,

oA R0 GB, Befo2 CPIRG ABNR (M, ORI
Ly GHUY

GLIUNR 90 3T 11208008
34 iZ GOU AT (wcrm) (06::285)

a7 OLTTT AR (PATRYT) (OW6A)
TEY LG 33, &Y KD 221 DIGs 2207571

.

0s‘1I1"'r . A

) iTONIRE EL i i FYHVR A 3.3?&'5?&3 o YCUI‘.

N : - !’a;' ; uil wm )

r", “_ ey "‘.}.“ p’ sha, :;,?«, ..,'.ﬁ,ij ’12’0)&1

e X ROME Fuo RUSURRLY AT IO LD

I W BOPGG ﬂ”fff.». JEAT T0 LALUG

oL 0 NR bl Pz 1200291
Noe de A Al b9

s ._fl 51T J00 T 2 o] A2l GOl AL(C
TIE 3 AL «10 '18923.103.'&» 00 6 DD,
e vJ «i rJ.-‘ . .4’:’.' i:’. A’iu -«;Er; ’F! L"P‘

157 2 NRIR IO BNYOJ.\ IRy Wk 10
(,/‘ .'3 4 _EE b d ‘Uq} "i&ﬁ"‘.,‘f. F;.‘“ “PGL !ﬂx:?’ e QE

12008500

n)

S WD R TO EC R G 1200508
SOITCY SIRIL0 VI AGRTT

P e TU AR ‘é’ﬁ‘(hli?d "'Q'i
T WIS W R P UL ARITD W SIRUATION
‘L";‘JE“'IL B MR navs e XD T0

¥ AN F oy

. ooty o
i U7 YRR S Ve K.*l',,’ n.;,.ﬂ.’ ;.3.},4:.‘ E t;‘c .‘.GJ : t; :-J.h'k"

GG Y TG ;;,,:::‘m JIC 20050
SONCY To 0 SuRR L Pos AR GOORYHIATES

2, GENUE SETL LY SIOND HO CASUALPIS
i Vv d Y‘.:.

T3ia 5, Gi23g, TRICK CO0DILED 0zHS.
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34 Marine Division (Rein),FMF
- COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION
G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN
70
TINE ngn ACTION
IN § OUT NO DTG INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORDERS TAKEN
120351 e :u!mi 7C JRMI0IY DGa3209: 31

1200861

120940 17

12095043
Rk
120053

100

221035

1220353

e

A21Ch5

121%*1

310

2T

DLIR AR SUPTOIR AR ooca%zz*mm 5 YB1S ASAP
J“ : UC\Jiv&&.u y,!m FCR - Gflflf A’

1554 7O §F DAL imlmW?‘T’

YOG SO NS TR0 P AMZISHIED CORNOY
ST CP EIPD PRASH ALDIIA LWL APERCX,

ATTICN AR N OO (JIUTNAL RN
Aju » mt ThT Am mgg. ORI BT CAJG: GRIE

PUNleUFMLe DIG41209325
Qnly YEITOUAU ALIVD AT DA hRR A I
T.’“.L«;l:,... Jm&ﬂ ¢i1av‘—} a}&‘;\' . ~~?m LILE;J BE‘} i&!#.

PR e &
Yo wa I:‘:-»ff-.

;c;nr'ﬁ LRt St B e s S *" 5 1‘40510 iy

Y WRat EY

GASART G U VR[IBLET EL”L J&J”,

SN OG0 g PO IKARE J‘Gilcw

V“ FAVIED FIRAEY S AR 8128 ) Vi (mi?f ,] TILY AL
SRLL Yl i UAVL A TIU NG RSO 70 006 BY
BT IO GOTH O BO OB,

SEYT U 0 AT OB DIUTA DRI, GUUOIND. W
oY, PR ) 76 MAR,

* -‘J usJ i(" ]E} r;,j i:’G 3:‘.{19 “H

3! .' R R 'I}ﬂ MR Gt Ir DR N S B [y
a0 (0 220536)

&.r-o (" IL, ae
v e TO0MD 4T T BT (R03), A DORY
xz Lm'umz) L By (PTe3ng) A&w W oRRY
BUASNAS) "3gen ARE G DAV BTN ALATID
Air *T“.:‘ FHM’D' P(&? T ?}SE {»u » 'ﬁw W
Len EARAN S ¢ Aﬂh.‘a 8 ool M

OGS AT 2A a‘a OS2 120 151028n
S0 ::. .xb 5 200 FROPLS GATISRLID I VILLAOD
WU TOLARS ( ey,

3 G0 B ) IRA e 3220200

3/§nm. T ID AP 1008, COUMINUS TO LMD LAY

-_:,:z':: mu'mm T CONPACT LN AGVE, W ARD
)
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34 Marine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN
T0
TR g , ACTION
IN {OUT | NO | DTG INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORDERS TAKEN

1211051}

1234258

N

120350

1233501
1231891t

12320KR)

19

320

32

1212341 323

qEiTRIn CAPADILIPIS,

165145 10 MR 260 PGt 322052H
IR JPATTON 8 33070, OGTPATY G De3De
URILIZE AD HECHOCARY,

FaLlt MO G0e3 T0 URPHY «3  DRGy 1C3O35H
PASSID FO LAUDGHARR BRAVC, 2 DOBEAY G WAY

ng Trui CP.  SHOULD ARBIVE SHOTY,. RELAYED
#o0rs TIT VAR Ge3

g5 OROTIGH PO A2075SH AlD ARGLIGHY STRIKE I
A oA ATA TR (BrogBes2) 2o (r12s27h) £0
(2F133267) TO (Seai2h6) A2 120915E 10 LLERRS
F LA SIBAY LANDI DY HELISORIER I I8 wmn“g
(Dr292v’) PR TAESOR PR VISIIIY (820060325
AT 1205008 GLEECR YNED GUF Fa 1R RBNDO
GiY 7 VISTTTY (Drodsees) 7O (0

SGTED .S0UNT PIZ UINH DELIBRAGE SPEED, AMD

pA 4 ERR RK] M) ol L) ™
ikIJ;J B AN Ol e

QUG R0L 26 TO MOWROS  Dmdie®
MR TS GODE TO LIE US U0 Q6D FOR PO

T OONA XL AL WETE YCU,

Ge3 TC 35 AT HMfy ©F YU R ITNSTT FOR ORTCS, SUHY MXT
TUR RTINS WO TP DIIPA,

a0 71 24 70 TF DOIPA 8¢ SGOY RICID FIIE
FOLLO TID COORD B 7 063578, 3 RDS 350 TARDS SA ¥
oo I 08eg5Y, 2 WARDS 4 LIKB CARBIID,
AT 130478, 20 RS (S SHORT DUITT 200.300
& 107400, 10 ROS SA FIAZ 200-300 YAHDS, PASD
20 Gl 07 THPO,

o7 OSITA D0 3/3: GIE AN DRICLENNGE TEAN ,
v U pol AT 30 HENTSS £0 ASSIST YOUR DMPIILENGE

o3 TO Ged LIATSCH: dA3 Wliis 50 QLY SPORADIC M
P T UAVETD HOUIs Ao il JA1G0E T0
Gw3 TO SLOROLYL 28 ¥ YOUR 1222234, YOUR RH) 8t
B0 TC TP DITA MO HONHOSS,

e’ Dps 26 T0 TF DULEA 260y FINE GRUPFGRE sHIP
2 Im L UILL D7 ON SPATTCH A7 1300H T0 SWD¥ MUMS
JIONT B ADKUR,
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34 Marine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN
2532958 10
TIME g ACTION
IN | OUT NO DTG INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORDERS _TAKEN
1222365 329 OO IIX IAF 70 DIVy RIQUEST VALUATICN CF ARG LEMED
DRCF ASAPe MAOY INTERET,
171220 330 SLOETOLL, 28 0 DIV WD WOULD LIXE T0 RiG ©° W QUULD
USE GG POl SUPPORD FOR OUR CCUVOY
1212251] an DEEYE C2 70 JOUIHAL HO, 329y mm 1212(5!1
PASTE) 70 WHPHE 3 BY TIGHS &6
121220 332 5/3 TC TP.DIXA i th FahhBL
Ay 3/3 )
Be 122045H
Ge  A0293
D, CAITURID 1 YO I AUGe nIFLD
iﬁ- l%}n’&lﬂ Fyvil
Pa
Te
Je (O
K, o LRI, ATRINE
12322 333 Srad ol B TO Iw Fr: 5 VPG 12LA39H
W WOULD LIRS U0 §30: I W (WD UUED aNes
Toi e RO3 w;w.svcrz.
(A D) AP YUE sayRE MO GEes, SURIY
REEI TO TE YDA,
121?*;#5# 53k O AT 0 FIGY A m‘z}s 123290H
T oD YU A TSl 4 .,.,.J SoALL AIRS FIRE
(30 G35 wweee) CEDE3EL (Bi‘ﬁ;ﬁu-m-)
"1235% 355 ¢ DL TC 2/T1, 8/3 AW 2 .'ms 1212301
‘ AATIATE AT BBWlS O BESD OF INGE 1SA ASAY
1222y 555 Ry i 2
AT IDOLSY 3/3 CAPIIRID (D VG VI A ROLSIAN
Ju@T, AT 1?:!__3% 2/ 100AT VIO {*3“‘059235)
o7 BUTTY FTH UP PIDGANTIY BISAUSH OF BAD
“[ s.’i 1 L,
1212L0 FRTINC R &Gslrtl.‘!ﬁu.z
g & : } i ST 90 1oAY (e BYFLE
0 HOR SADY 90 BU PISKED
WIS TO MISENATE UNIDS
PEOCES LI 0ATIY DARIC
1212400 A3 e AR2I5H
Yo AINAT L) AD COUPAYY AT PYOK
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3d Marine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN
7O

TIME
IN § OUT

nyn
NO

DTG

INCIDENTS, M8GS, ORDERS

121219%

1213050

1213251

121,001

12243011

1213411

12041 3H

1214351}

M 1214

339

340

3l

342

33

31

ACTION
TAKEN

9TH HARINESs DG 123235H
OT1 MARINES CCOMPANY H/2/9 DESIGNATED FOR PICK
UF AT (AT023657)

FM; SHOVE 3 DG:

121.300H
" 34 AYD 9th MARINES, TRUCKS C THE WAY TO PICK

UP POLIS, XKINE ELIVEN VAIIIOLES AVAILABLE FOR
BACH COPANY, PICK UF Tidl WILL BY DELAYED BY
10-15 MINUTES,

INIRPHY 2%

VAKE TP CLEAR TO MHRPHY STAFF TIAT REPORT ON
ARC LINID STRIKE I5 OF EXTRED IMPORTANCE
TRLRLST (F MAGY IS SPURRED BY INTLREST AT
KXEMX TIGHOR LEVEL, USHC RETUYATION WILL
SURFER Ol FURTHER DITAY, REACTION TLE NOW
FOUR HUURS WITHOUT 070, .WE ARE IN TROUBLE
FASY wICHCUT ANl ANSWER, .

2/1 0C TF DELTA  DIG: 1213304

2/1 GULF RZPORTS 1 VG KIA AND Z3TIMATE 3 VC KIA

2/1 HOI'EIL REPOITS TIRE FIMHT WITH 9«12 VG AT
(115265) VC Wiicl WEARING KHAKI PANTS AWD
BLACK SHUIRTS, WU ESTIMATEL OF CASUALTIES,

HMOUIE 3 TO IURPIY 8 DIG 1212591

CUIVOY WILL DEPART HERE AT $1345) REQUEST INFO
AS TC WHITIER OR HOP ARVN FORCES WIER 3/3, 2/
or 2/7

MIPIY LIAY TO 3/3 DIG: 1213591
NTLHOT YOU SUBMIT POSTTION IRPORT HOURLY,

CORILCTICH TO JOURIAL NO 329
SCHEDULID DAOP CANCELLED UNABLYE TO PROVIDE
EVALUATICH, NO DROPS 111800H TO 121215H
PASSED TO TASK PONCE DELTA

2/7 A7 123400H, ONi VC HARDCORE SULRBNDURED TO
2/7 (DTOGG306) NO WuAFCGH, NO DOCUMENT, CAPTIVE
STATED He Al FROUM PALIO 3 WEEKS AGO,

3/3 - 6 TO MUILTHY -3 1211304
3/3 L SECURED HILL 100 3/3 G CAN NOT CROSS B
AT BASE, 3/3 G UNDER HEAVY SMALL ARS WD MORP

'h‘églfv Mﬁi&?‘m SIGHT, HAVE CQIBMITTED HOUSE

DECLASSIFIED
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3d Marine Division (Rein),FMF

- COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION
G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN

T0
ngn . ACTION
NO DTG INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORDERS _TAKEN

8 13| Dros MALASH D CO DA Wi mbzz 43 12250011
LAD .n‘mldshw
TEO[IAS LTIV 1252000 FRED A9 9”325 W %
f 27|15 90 YW TOODS ATTAGHED,

OIS 1 18X 40 é,’ifcf’” 221 DGy 124h5H

19 L) m ) RESUPELY A3 CARLY AS pOSapma, FO
ALLGA P00 TTSLT DELIVERYT m’mm 12, (10 ACTION)

Jukdn 1 33 0 uTmA m‘wﬂﬁm
' AENRLE s WAG LA UGN IY BOGDY Do 20098

2000301 Jﬁﬁt e/l PU IT JITEA B ] B AT M
Jou 3 190 34, OCATRIIND TIRD 030299 Fuld
GO0 8 LS VO Pl DL EATD A 12132041 ©

.

SRt AL TN Dy | L, o0AM :3. 3 Te n. 3

Paski 100 B0 QAL LITRED D06 MRERGS DOK:
A9 A6 sISrHND BY 2/ B IT oO0m
AL IS APLBARTD TC BAVE,

1235 411 K} KV Jeis 12umabl
30N Vi w500 WS YIL A 9998 E;RIIP }-1/2181 HOPAR
£y R i.fa‘:t Hiapd § VY U PIAT ROOUIas 3 M %S'G

NN (99 EE CREE A v 4 .

1280k Y 7 duma ve 4 T
G fuw L Ah.,s:; G5 TRAN ARCIVINO YOUR POSTIION AivRKE
16t o PO MR YOUS TE D GATIIGIDD CAVEADRLIPISS,

L5610 by E'f”*::»slﬁ‘t YR
1131 S, VS u‘;;r.’u STARGS 2 OO0 VIR masugm
Thiss LGSR0 VIS (M?T@a ‘I‘”:TI PLATIED 70
DUEDD BALR PGUE WD ST SLOULIIT AN
G T TR GALL LO3 AT (BrOM3RYI) [RiTid
STCTO IEY POUTOUTIN MAD PONeT WIIT N0 4R
15y Gy A NG U Y 2RRAY zm: 23271

nrd T Ir D Sl A FLG AT (ET7oheh)
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SECRET ‘!ﬁ%% FILLED ;!2~.
CLASSIFICATION

30 MARINE LIVISION (REIN), FMF, DANANG, RVN - FROM_____ 0 /2400 47

G-3 SECTION

TIME wgn ' ; . ~ ) ‘ ACTION .
IN. QUT _ _ # . INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS : - : TAKEN

o

12318501 357 | JURPHY 3 70 3/36 DFGs 1215280
W ARD GATILLCD UP GHOPFERS TO MAKE THE LIFT  REQ TO KNOW
WIEBR: T0U JAe CHOPPERS ASAF, :

1215500 398| YWRPI Y 2 SUOTRIP 3/3 SUSTATUID 2 US WIA AWD 1 ARV WIA
A3 F 121530H
1235554 | 359| WING -2 Ax 12000UH De52 T AREA SQUARED BY BT

10 T0 16
WTOLDT 265 7030 S TO N, 18§ LANDID 2 CO'S & 3/3 AT
(Bri2296). TOL UNMKNOA CNE A/C IN ABOVE LIFT HIT DI
AID I DGR AT {BT1L2239) _

4215561 300] IUFRLY 2 G : 1208201
QU3 , 1030s, XUGIEL, YoXili, INCUM, OOPER, CFBJR, OTMIR,
v, TUND, VBORC, VHLGEE

221558 361] O 1XUA52 FH: G TF DEITA TGy OG THIW FAKDIV
: TIT COL CAPZIVE FUVAIDCD TO DA NAXG, L. XX FPC NOGUXEM
YO UG CLATS TC B 19YBER D €O 195¢h AA BN ATTACHED 70
1P Vo ROT. T COMLUISE3 (F CC'S 1, 2, AND 3 EACH ARED
WA6x12,7 1T AL IG'S, DEPARTID R Aﬂ'io AREA JULY, ARRIVED
. QUAID DA GOT, OTATES UR HUARD 36th REST, 300tk DIV ALSO
LI CRRATIT QUARY NAY - QUANG TIN ARZA, SUBJ 18 YRS CID,
DRATYC., T KIAKT ONIPORH, WAS AXG0 HAMDLER CH AA GUN,
SPAYLS VO LIVS T7 VILLAGES AND TAKS FSHS G HIDH GROUIS, TN
VIC BRO220 10 BrOd2d WIsN ARVY AFPROACH, PARDIGIPATED IN
BAYL G § DuC, SEPARATED FRGH HIS G0 AS A RESULT OF AIR
S, B CiDit AT, MGUGEH VAW TUYEN, CAPTIVE STATES
I IEARD THAT SOME CADRES (F 350th DIV WERE INURGRATED I TC
3%th RGP, HIS UNIF DI 1 FARTIGIPATE Id HIEP DUC ATTACK
IPLS INY WELS Bl LOC VIC (BRo65205) AND I XM ARCUND,
QUIIRTITA TALTEER CGFTENS, DN IOSNTIFIZD AS 195th RN
| BANGIGS WRO LS0APED Fli VO OTATZ THAT HVY WPNS Bl MOVED TO
C PG WIS (DP09h283) AD (BTOOG290)  MERNER PRISONER ALSO
I A B G 36k BT HOTED FROS Bro68265 1O (Bro79268)
AT ATS OPIIKE, CAPRIVE SATES 36th RROT HER: WYALL RIS
! THANG BINI ARGAS 306th DIV TN KVH, SPATES 195th HAS 3
COS UITH Gadl2,¥ AL HOS (6 WiikilS, 36th REOT REpCi3iD TO
HAVE CFIACED 33 V0 RIDT, 195th ORDERED TO USE AKA 30,
POASGAIALITTLG CO 3dh 11'COL LUGG THERI, €0 /36 TIE, CO
2/36 "UYEL, GO 3/36 JUM3, OG 300th HAU, THUAN. NEW SUBJ,
CAPIULLD DOCUHMMISS O HAUD INCLUDE DIARY OF MIMBER COF 85QD 13

LT QIFW-422 CUWOZR, 195%h BN ALSO DIA
BOT. 1T A1, CADIE OF 312th DR L, BE F
, SECRET (WHEN FILLED
\ "
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SE FILLED

CLASSIFICATION
3D MARINE DIVISION (REIN), FF, DANANG, RVW - on JRI600H g0 -
G-3 SECTION T " RO JETO007 N2 o275 &
TIE wgr — A ACTTON .
AN our . # . INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS e 'u_m;!T
1216000 {201 mF DA -2 9C G-3, RUPORPID TN THEIR 1SSI IO 750 97 183
PR
12005000 290l 7F BCIZA TC O 3RD MARDIV, INISUL NR 3 ENDING 1:i2L,00H
1215571 2990 2/1 YO v 0doh, I UAVE TOO IO ZCITES THAT I HAVE ¥OR JBSURHEY

120 CA618 5 RIS 75 WATER CANG (1T, FOR CLE:RLID WEAPUNS
102212 57 CALES @ RATICNS 28 cms GIL FCR WEAPOUS 8 CANS 60
jms 81 L.ooTE 0&3281; 21 VATER CANS 3 CANS CIL kO CSSES

‘ ¢ ATT HO T O 5% BAWL W5 CaL 0955;1

1000 3.0] 2/1 9C TP DIITA, 1 TALD SiARK 3/ @ HELC 3 ASAP Y LOGISTICS
5 o u~' &‘*a-@: 5 1200 LBs 15H00 IBS ALC CHOW A WRTLR

6 CGuii DI 325 h 12/15'1;511 DESTTHATIUN 102212 7 H 8 1% 8IPB
FRAR BY (ATLL, A SUCKE 9 L2 LCCAL

1216081 301 | AaDAY Dosns e W GEAIAGG T 06 m; uw TGS GLRAUADIR
121043 J3ce
121010 303 2/7 G ) *w, SGUHD 061300 7 0, MATIG
12,630 3ok] 0F onova G W0 Sy DAY, JUSy LiUT NI WUT O CGAY RO SCUTHERY

B DR V x rw- !”L"
1216391 305] 21 SU R D, TR 620 Wil BE DFBRUAL HIZO ussD UH <34 |
1210451 o 1 306] TR UELTA 26 /1 3/3 2/, YASS wuud) AUD CUUNTER SIGN CODE 27
1z1oh7i 30¢| OF Dt 6 TO UF DILTA, AM GOTWY Tu CASPIER VILL STAY 20 MIN| . .

: U, I NXT S \1
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) THs LOGISTICAL SUPPOKT ARMA AHD wiRE THEY DISPLAGED INTO BATTERY FINING PSNS
UITHLN THE OLJECTIVE ARBA EY HulLICOPTERS.

THE 155MM HOWITZER BATTURIES MOVED BY MOTOR CONVOY FROM DA HANMG A CHU LAL TO
SEPARATE FIRING POSITIONS INITTIALLY. AS THI OPERATION UROGHESS:ED BOTH BATTERILS
WERE QWICKLY DISPLACHD Iif0 A SINGLE FIRING AREA THUS PROVIDING OV SRMHELMING
FIRE SUPPORT.

THs HOT.R £LATOOW wERE HELL.LIFTED FROM DA NG AND THD SPHECLAL LanDLEG FORCH A%

SEA DIRLOTLY TNTO FIRE SUPPORY POSITIONS DBEWP IN THT OEJHCTIVE ARYA THUS TAKIIG

~ALVANTACE OF SURPRISE,

THE TASK FORCE DELTa STAFT waS INITIALLY RELO LIFTED INCO THY LOGISTICAL SUPPORT
AREA THUN GUICKLY RELOCATED kLY HELLCOPTERS 10 AN ARVN OUTPOST DEEP WITHIK THE
OBJECTIVE ARER,

RIFLE CGIPANLS WITHIN INFAWTRY BATTALIONS UERE RePLACED BY RUILy COMPANLES FROW
COMPLEY wLY DIFFERSIT BATT JLIOKS AND REGIMUNIS BELIG HELO LIFTED FROM THE DA NANG
ARD CHU LAT ENCLAVIS THEREBY PROVIDING IMPEIUS TO THS ATTACK.

i B

A0 PROVISTOHAL KIKLE COMPANTSS WERS FORMED FROM.MARLIE ELEHEMTS OF THY SPECIAL
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D, HENDERSON
R, ROSE

L. FAGEN

F, CABLAY

C. JERACE
STEPHENS

F, DOEHLER

. D, FITZPATRICK
. L. SORENSEN

« Klein

M. D. LONG

C. W, GAINES

R, A. MASI

L. L, BRISTOW

axg = g=EgRRAR

D, T. HILDENBRANT -

R, JOHNSON
P, M, MCGOWAN

C, T, WILLTAMSON
TROUNG

W. A, COONES

R, F. LAMPHIER

R. E, ABERCROMBIE

P, C. RICE

M, C, MOYER

R, D, SCHAMPINE
G, Jo KLUPP

¢. K. BOLES

A. FALCON

G, D. DOURIS
M., M, POSTMA JR.
J, B, SANDIFER
J, T+ DONOVAN
J. 0, BENSON

R, E, SULLIVAN
DONG

H, J. CONLIN
D. 8. TOLLE

K. G, PATTERSON
W. H. ELLIS

c. E., SWARTZ

SNYDER
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Steward
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Mgt
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LtCol
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D, T. ROWE Adminﬂhief
R. A. SHIPTON NGF Ag8t -
H. L, WALLS Admin Clerk o
R. LARSON Admin Cleﬁk L
A, J. ZLOGAR g4
DINH Asst G-4 . ’ ,
D. E, BENSTEAD co. Helwptarp
J. E. ROZAK Admin Chief i
L. L. O'LAUGHLIN Engr0. . = .
VERVAN Engrchf Lo
KELLER CbtEngr/Clerk . ,
HRNCHIR Rad Oper - (/)
KITTLESON Cthngr/Rmmer :
dodson Cthngr '
J. A. RASCHKE Asst CEO
BURKE CEQ Chf
BY,INGTON MsgCenChf.
AULICH MagCenMan
EASTHAM L )
HUDSON "
WATTS L
DIEHL "
BURKE n
ZWISSIER R
GILL Radio Chief
ALVIS L
BRIEDENBACH " :
DANIELS n
RUDOLPH : o B P
SEARS i ' )
MATULOCH " s -—
SHERRY : - ,
T RLAND n BRANAIL
DRUMM n RoE
DROTSENA i NELSON
CORLEY Wire Chief .
HOWARD .
SULLIVAN "
MILLER " a‘
JARUZEWSKI "
JONES "
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MILLER
MURRAY
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