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1. mclosure. (6),. Combat after Action. Report, Qf ~ Bn, Sth Mar 
was su1:tni tted to Conunanding General, ]st Marina DiVision (Rein) ~ 
Fl-1F" San Francisco 9660~ and is anitted from this report. 
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FJ'OMI eo-tMin9 General. III MaziM Mpb1blovl , .... 
TOl COI'Nndft, MU1Ury Anbt4 ... cr..arMI, Vs.tna_ (AttRI~) 

"Ubj I ~at cppoatl.1 After I,otloft R.".n, q,e,.UOQ HASTl~ 

1. ForwarcJld eonc\lJTlng In the analy.s.a .f \tie COIR&ftdlng Gene"l, 3d 
Narlno Dlv161on. 

2. CJl4trat1on HASlINL[~ was the ~ of ... jol" rdlJ.vl~of. 
HI _riM .11)1ous fo~.~o~l_ Whlih'VltLli~ly ntIUl'te!l __ tA the .u 
Marine OlvhIOft'. depl.-,-nt li~ iii aiii. CORtrol headquartc •• )d 
f<iadn. Dl vislon (Forward) being pel't'll8Mfttly ... ltMd to DIng Ha. ~g 
Tri }o'rovlnce. The c:lepl~t of tbne force. ~"l"l,. thwarted the 
attecapWd lnfUtnU-. of the ~'Y.\ ~v1t1an and the thnat to G'm 
.ffof ls .Ift(.- iiVl-i fOJ'~ 1n ;.,ua09 TI' PriVino.. 

,. Tho ... cuUon of 0pe1'6tion HA5Tlr«:;S dearly...,..,..ted the flexibU .. 
Ity and upabUit')' of the III Mal"iDe Aapblblous Force 14191etloal s"+flOat 

"- c,me~pt. 'the absence of .1 eN port had to be OVC'COilte initially by Uta-
'\. porarUy openln9 the Cua Vl.t Riwl' t.o LeU" to DoRg .. aa _11 as htavy 

un of the Dong n. afif1eld. eYH t1iOii9fi 1t~1ae-qcra __ ~te NriaC4k 
1hel., alang ,,.tth "nough Hider" convoys, 1nMlnd lufflc:lent loglltS,c 
support for the operation. 

4. Casualty evacuatlon direct to l§§dit:KSt: or U:cNK, o.nang was ndequate 
ana precluded est"blhhment of • major _leal facUlty 1ft <..uang 11'1 
i'l"Qvlnce. 

5. ,,~a result of Operation _HA.~ll.NG.£,. pa,-manent lmprov-.-Jentt ere ~1ft9 
{:J<'lde to the HUt. IGiJ ramp, trafflcabUlty of the Qua Viet R1Vft to Den; 
Ha, tt~ \X'l."\'j u. ramp facUlty and the Dong Ha a1rft..ld. 
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l'llUl: ,~NluhJili't:aff on \JOf Ta.ak Fone Del\a l'~ ,.i.U..il.jbe }480 Ser, 004,1-66 

ot 17 :Alp 66. 

Fro! .. 
'1101 

Vial 

Haf 

Oo-andiDa Gel»1'al, 34 liar1_ Din.loa (a.1n) ftlP 

Coellander U. ;1. MllU9.Z7 An1 ..... 0-"', 'f1etftBlll (Attn. J '4;) 

Commaftdin8 Gttnaral, III Mar1._ AllphA10\lll h •• 

Oornbat UperA.tkus After ACt10n Reporl (OperaUoB liA:.."rINGJ) 

(a.) v(j, ;U~jjVji,',jV 11l8t :n5-6 or 2 April 1966 

1. li.eaddres$E:ld hoW forwhrd6td in agoo~e with rerewme (a), con-

e u rrltlf.~ wl th tho 8.n .... lysis of tne Col'IIU.ndlng General, 'l'aak P'oro. Del tao 

i~. 'l'hQ obetu.'vation oOIllOami.n& 41eper.lon of tJ»op., pazasraph 14.a. (1) t 

t..uj.ll the oomfnanta oonoerning enelq _b ......... u.. of lIlor1&J:a, pal:'ft&7:aphs 

1 4. n. (2 and U /' t ruatfi:n1l r90urrinS pl.'Obl.a. llMt1nde1'8 haw been 

publ1si\.){\ in "I.essJlls Jrt"!:.J:')lOO II rep,-)rt., haft be.n included In indootrl­

ration lectw:.'tHiI, '.,nrl ..... re otljlhaal:wd by OO!lliliWidura. io:ftorts to inculoQte 

t'{)0,S ,-lith un :upreoLltlon of the .. tundl~tA.l IIlA.ttttZ'll RlUlilt bo contln­

umlu. 

').'no h,~d<.lq\,I,fI.C;Y uf : .arlne OOri.iS dr obaerTation IWSI'I L.., during tl'e 

tbe ,:L'U", of IL :1' i·U • t.o;?-,ther with the conaldered 11llportanae 01- this 

fUI1ctiun ia;.ojntuu \Jut in paragraph 14-_.(4). The diap:a-lty betwtten 

requlre: ramt:;; :tnd c 'f.l'Rbil1tie~ or organic l.t l1arine Ai:mrn.ft \;(UI8 lU>Mt. 

was rOdWH.ld Wel1 tun OIo,j 'a b""'8JIle operati UJl&l during Septtlltiber 1~:'b6. 

i,'tn.-thor lmp:r'oVt:#'IC.,nt is Mtioi},ated a.e a th.lrd V~ beoOBtoil oporlttionnl 

,1udIll; :'lld-J !..nu·.ry t 1967. 

4. ~lle l"'60()ll11ll~'lH.I'_ltiollfil containud 1n paracrapA 4 of eno108ura (Ii) a...t'ti 

boliuvod to b0 b~81cal1y a'lund. liowwr, oo--looation of COi~a.nd post" 

and of hol ioo"ter liuiVlU¥U.d "baas.> and C.t' 's lUI ~Bted in ps,rab-z'gphB 

,:.\b) wd (0) or enclosure (e), would. Com ""'1)' luor ... U". tard'8ta. 

'lans to O{l-l.ocii.t~ major ~j 'e must be a,pprollOhed -with Oau.tion anll will 

be fatl.6l1ble on1~ in exo',l,IUonal 1lWt~e. wilen titu threat of ~lI.e!ay 

l1t tBlOk fill noglib·lLlu or risK oan be taken. 

"I. l~il ;',' l\,r., \/sw th.e l"r~'HJt r·l~.LX'lJ1t vorpe oplilration to dN.w in th.Q 

Vi,ltruua$","'9 conflict. All a result of 10he battlo, the ,24th is NVA ,)1.,­

inion Buffered a. orWlhtng defeat and enaII\Y d •• igne for o-~lJUe ofil1al'l8 

'l'r1 'roTinoe ~ltire thwarted. Tb" o'[>Qrntion pX'O'fed a.ga1ri~~~e~ nexibi.' it., 

and c.'Jpllbl11 ty of th~ units inwl'f&d Bfd the ~~ .. ~,d~,!h.·· 10 opurtttlna 

, ""..:::!ib\j,\0.::.;JO 81. 
t ~'~~ 
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HEADQUARTERS 
Task Foroe Delta 

495966 
3d Marine Division (Rein), DIli' 

, FPO, San Francisoo, 96602 

From s Canmarxling General 

'lHlMljhe 
3490 
Sera 00431-66 
17 Sap 1966 

Toa Commanding General, Third Marine Division (Hein), Fl1F 

Subj; Combat After Action Report (U) 

Refs (a) DivO }lOO.lB 

Enol: 1· After Action Report, 1st Bn, 1st Mar (-) 
2 . Atter Action Report, 2d Bnt 1st Mar 
3 ' After Action Report, 1st Bn, 3d Mar (-j 
4 ,After Aotion Report, 2d Bn,4th Mar (-
5 After Aotir~ Report, 3d Bn, 4th Mar (-

,6 . After Aot·~'l Report, 3d Bn: 5th Mar 

7 ,After Action Report, }d Bnt" 12th Mar (-) 

8 .. Air Supporl 
9 - Psychological Warfare Summary . 

l10j' Reconnaissanoe Support Summary,"; t!- (i )a, " ~ I ~ 
1 11 vlntelligenoe Suauna.ry Trails Owrla;y" " ,i". 

; 12, Opera. tio~ Overlay 1 through 7 \ - ,I 
(~~). Jl(" '~-:O;"'I_""-',,Q',;.'},,,,,,:;' l '2, ;..:i-,r.;:"IJ()V/,) TV 

1. Code~N8m84/'? IlA~Thf8S~'s;~~h (·Irid "I?rs'~#ll. , . 
:,1"')' ; J ',: ".' '- -'," -,I, :"i,·l.;'",'. "fj)'Pc,k';){.-,lI}C 

2. Date '--or Operation. Y,oeOOH July 1966 to ~1~_ Aug 1966 

}. Locatiop. CAM 10, DONG HA .. Q.UANG TRI Province, Republic of South 

Vietnam. Bounded by YD lOn to Yl> l04} and XI> 9760 to YD 2760. 

4. Control or Command Hqadguarters 

c/o, TF» 
cis, TFll 

• 1st Bn, 1st Mar 
2nd Bn, 1st 11a.l' 

1st Dn, 3d ~lar 
2d Bn, 4th Mar 
,a. Bn, 4th Mar 

3d Bn, 5th Mar 
2d Bn, 9th Mar 
3d Bn, 12th Mar 

Co B, "" AT Bn 
Co ~, 3d .~r Bn 
Co lVf 34<. sP.n 
Reoon Gru liB II 

Brig Qen 
Col 

Ltcol 
LtCol 

LWol 
LtCol 
LtCol 

Ltcol 
LtC 01 
Kajor 
Capt 
Capt 
Major 
Major 

L. E. ENGLlSU 
D. W. SH£R"lAN '15 Jul to 30 Jul 
A. D. CE.RGiDlO:'; ,0 Jul to 1 Aug 

V. D. Bl:LL 
R. T. HANIFIN, JR. l~e Jul 66 
J. D. SPAULDING 9 Jul .. 3 Aug 66 
R. R. DIC}(EY 
A. E. Bi:liCH 
S. A. VALE 1-28 Jul 66 
w. J. MASTERPOOL 29 Jul .. , Aug 66 
E. J. BRONAR 
J. J. HESS '1' "",.' c, 

s. H. MO~WNGRN)ED tIT 3- yr_-/\~~ 
D. C. SA'roHElbECLASSIF ICT\ Ar.--!, >' : 
G. ii. BOOT [_U ! [., , 

D. E. BENSTEAl> 
D. A. COLBY 
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5. !@K ORGANIZATION 

,.' 

a.. Ta.sk Foroe Delta 

(1) 1st Bn (-), 1st Mar 

Co B 
Co C 
Co D 

(2) ~d En, 1st Mar 

Co E 
Co F 
Co G 
Co H 

(:~) lat Bn (-), 3d. t·1ar 

Co A 
Co B 
Co D 

..... (4) ad Bn (-), 4th 11ar 

Co E 
Co G 
Co H 

(5) 3d Bn (-), 4th Mar 

Co I 
Co K (15 July 66 to 19 July 66) 
Co L 
Co M (20 July 66 to ; Aug 66) 

(6) 3d Bn, 5th Mar (SLF) 

Co I 
Co K 
Co L 
Co M 

(7) 2d Bn (-). 9th Ma.r 

Co G 
Co H 

".-', , ,,.:~ 
, 
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,.lJtl\I~.}JL"-_jU~\\\.})~U U~."",L0 
.. ------ .. __ ._--

(8) 3d Bn (-) (Rein). 12th Mar 

nqBt~ 
Btry B/l/ll 
Btry F/2/11 
Btry H/}/12 
Btry I/3/12 
Btry L/4/12 
Btry M/4/12 
Btry vi/lin 

(9j Co B t }d i..T Bn 
(10 Co B, 3d Engr Bn 
(11 Co A, 3d Sl" Bn 
(12 Racon Group BravO 

6. ~.o.rtin{~ Forces 

a. .-qqi.'tJl 

• 
3sHDMsdjn 
3400 
Serl 00431-66 
17 Sap 1966 

1 220th Aviation Company - U. S. Army 
2 .L~dvisory Teal'll #2 .. }lJ..CV epSYOPs) 
3 BeaOhjumper Unit ~ USS Prinoeton (CTG 79.5 - KCTG 76.5) 
41st Mar Air Vling 
5 Co D, 3d Medioal Bn 
6 1st Platoon, 00 B, 7th Engr emF) 
7 Platoon Transport Co, 9th MT Bn 
8 1st Platoon 00 l:..., 1st MT Bn 

b. Detail discussion of the requirenonts and support provided 
are found in the r011o~ng eno1osures. 

1

1jll.rtilJe rye Enc.losUI"e (7) 
2 lUr Support. Enol 0 sure (8) 
3 Psycho1ogioal Warfa:re Operations. Enclosure (9) 
4- Reoonnaissanoe. Enolosure (10) 

7. l!!i~...:L.l1[£~.moe SUll1rJ~ 

On 19 May 1966 a North Vietnamese A~ soldier surrendered to 
South ViGtl'l.alID se Anny foroes opcratng 10 miles south of the 
Dedilitarized Zone in Q.uatlt'1' Tri Provinoe, South Vielnam. 

This sold1Gr waa part of an advanoed party- of the ;24th B NVA 
Division that was making a. reoonnaissanoe of tha Q,uang Tri e;rQa. 

:5 -
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He stated thllt it was the intontion of the 324th B NVA Division 
to infiltrate across the IMZ into South Vietnam and take over 
Quan{; T:cl Province. 

Durinro' the lattor part of May and the month of June low level 
a[.(ent reports indioF\.tad that elements of the 324th B wem infil­
trating into Q.u~ Tri l'rovinoe from North Vietnam. 

( 

U. S. Marino Corps reconnaissance units began operating in the 
QU~1:-; Tri area on 22 Juno. During the period 1 through 15 July 
a toteJ. of eighteen reconnaissanoe patrols 'WOre oonduoted, four­
teen of whioh had to be withdrawn early due to signifioant enelilY' 
oontMt. ~~ total of ~t l!.orth Vietnamese soldiers were observed 
by tho reoonnaissanae ~ indicating a sizeable infiltration 
of a j",lGjor enGIlY foroe into tho area.. 

In tho neantL-'ile, South Vietnal-,lOSe forces wore oonduoting limited 
opordions in the Quanr, Tri area. On 5 July they oapturad a 
No~.h_!'j.9j;~g;lQli~_§Ql.<ll.er 'Who stated that he was a mombor of the 
5th Battalion, 8l2thRogiment, ,24th B North Vietnamose Division. 

On 10 July.a..Iii.e.1.lw.u.ant froB this sao:> unit surrcmde:red to South 
Viotn.~;·:osa forcos operating in Quant'~ Tri. The Lieutenant sta.ted 
thc,t tho mission of tho 324th:a Division was to "liberate" ~uang 
iri l'rovinoe and further to destroy South Vietnamese forces 
opor"tinr; in that Provinoe. 

Based on this intollig'Onoe Task Forca Dolta. was fonned and phased 
into Operation Hastings on 15 Jj4c. -

Cont~ct between Task Foroe DGlt~ units and tho 324th B Division 
was initially hoa.vy. 

On 18 July an ostil~atod 1,000 (momy soldiers attaoked tho :rear 
eloncnts of a Marino Battalion colutlll. A threo hour battle 
ensued in whioh 183 North VietnalL10se soldiers wore killed, and 
another 362 were 0 stimated to have boen killed. 

On 19 il,nd 20 July many enomy posi tiona wore ovorrun in whioh 
1a:r(.>\) tlU ant i ties of equipment I 010 thing , and supp1io s wera found. 
Soveral oanpany size bivouacs reoontly abandoned with ove~hing 
but woapons indioated a largo unit WF\.8 fleeing barON our troops. 
Di soovary of a a~gin1enta1 or Divi sion si ze Command PCB t as wU 
as s"Llj~;?liGS for 500 lilen in the Dong Ha Hountains served to 
furt:1cr substantiate this. 

COnpN.1~t to battalion size enerJY units ware ongao.-red by four 
batt~i1_iona durinu the period ~. to.,_~2 July as the enemy BOught 
to 0 SCa;Je to the north and wst. 
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On 24 July"rui' {noi'c;;f fwee of tWo rc:i:r.forccd oanpaniea in heavily 
fortificd positions in the vioinity of Hill 362 was en6Bb~d by 
one ltlarine Oorps oompany. Atter an 18 hour battle, 49 North 
Viotn£lj]OS8 were doad and anothijr 119 woro probably dea.4 as a 
result of this action. 

:OUrini~' thG next fQW daYs oontaot continued to be nRde by all 
units as Sl'lall groups of the enemy tried to find a wa.'! past our 
uni"ts who wc.;:ro astride all najor routes into and out Of the 
battle area. 

On 28 July a force rf 150 to 250 Gno~ wore Bi~hted moving to 
the n':>r"Ghwoat. :>rtillory and Air strikGs killed 65 end probably 
kined twioe that uany. Total eneoy KII. by bocly oount was 1§j. 

J .. totnJ. of 17 North Victnal:lesc soldiers wero ta.kon by Task For. 
D~lta units-dUring Operation Hastings. Those oaptives wore from 
fivo of the bat~,e.1.ions of the 324th B Division. Host of thom 
-w<::ro ~7'Oung and had been draftod. into tho North Viotnarlose k:rmy. 
All reported that thoir units had infil tratod South Viotnara during 
May unci. Juno. Tho r~l'3jority of these captiv~s roportod that thoir 
units \'IO:re :We st soen headed in a northerly dirctotion toward tho 
!HZ, a;f~y, frotl the Operation Hastinl3' aroa. 

Dl.-'Xing Operation Hastings oontl3Pt was made "lith six infantry 
"QJ?:t;'i;qJiQ~s. Throo from tho 90th Regiment, tho 1st Battalion of 
tho 803d Rogioont, and tho 5th and 6th ba.ttalions of tho 812th 
Ho(;inont. : .. heavy weapons batto9lion of tho 90th Rog:inont wa.s 
also on(;i1{3'cd. 

Dotl'lilod interrogation of tho oa;ptivos, translation of oa,pturod 
doounollts and points of oontact botween Task FOt'oe Delta. units 
and tho 324th B Division gavo indioa.tions of enomy unit r:lOve­
rlonts and looations during Opera.tion Hastings. 

W:> fool that in addition to thoso units oontionod above, tho 
ro:Jr,il1.in:.; clononts of the 324th B Division and tho Division 
cOlilnnnd ,clooents 'WOr<!l probably lOcated in tho Operation Hastings 
a.roa althou@1 thoy woro not looated. 

(Su<.; ovorlay.)for known looations of enemy units during Opera.tian 
Hastin:,;'s) 

Tho torra.in in tho !U'Ga. bounded on the west by tho north-south grid 
line YD 06 to tho north-south grid line YD 10 on tho east is oharc.o­
torizod by rOllinG hills oovered with shrubbery offorin(; little 
conOOc}lOnt .q,nd virtually no cover. Tho terre.in in tho area 
boundocl. on tho "ToSt by the north"south grid lino )CD 91 to tho 
north south grid line YD 06 on tho east is extremely r.l0untein­
ouencss, :tUG :od and heavily vegetated offorins considerablo con ... 
ooalaont and oover to both enOi'lY and friendly troops. ~W~~~ 
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HwEl!llils mountain streaJD.8 presented m11'lor obstaoles, but di4 not 
hindor Dovcment of foot troops to any eppreoiel>le dogl.'Co. Traokod 
and whee10d vChoilos cannot operate west of north-south grid line 
YIL.06. The area to the cast of tho lino oould possibly be used 
by trackod vohioles. but not by 'otbeoled vehicles. 

Tho nost proDinont oritical terrain features for Task Foroo Delta 
wore. 

1. elM 14) DISTRICT TOWN (YD 135595) 
2. ROUTE NO. 9 
3. THON ICGE TRI HILL (XD 919559) 
4. High ground adjaeent to SONG NGAN (m 0566 to YD 0163) 
5. Hill ;14 (YD 020622) 
6. Rill }62: (n 011617) 

A.vonuos of approach into tho a.rea. ~, 

1. Route 9 from east or W.3st 

2. A.vast, woll dofined trail network found throughout the 
area. Many trails are lOcated within the DMZ and orginatod or 
connect with a wll developed road and trail net in NVN North o~ 
the BEN HAl. (SOE) enolosure (~l) Trail Ovorlay) 

Wea.ther throughout the operation period oonsisted generally, of 
p a;r:.'tly oloudy skye with SOLle evening thunder shower acti vi ty. 
High winds and turbulence of 25-26 July haP,Pered controlled air­
craft preventing them fron reaa.ining in the target area at times. 
Occo.ssional thundershowers closed point targets, however this 
occurred on a vory :infrequent basis causing no najor probleo. 
Tenper att1res ranged fron a high of 2.,4 to a low of 77 degrees. 

B. ".MISSION 

Comnencing not la.ter than 15 July 196tfi Task Force Dolta, in oon­
junction with c)porations being oonducted cy 'i;he ls~ AllYN Division. 
was to oonduct L"pJ.lti-battalion searoh and destro~r ouerations as an 
oxpansion of Crore.tion Hp,stings in QUANG T]I P .l:.'o:'in~o (ClaM W':" 
DONGHl~), Uepublic of Vietnam. The missic·n \-ras to search out 
oneIl\Y build.·up, and. strong points, to atop infiltration to the 
south and to o3Gh'cy the enony, his supp.1ies, and his ,dU to 
resist, 

6 
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The l"Oinfo!'(!0Q. ba,cta,1ion sized operation was to bo expanded to 
a nul ti-b:).t·k.1".Cl~ o:perf<.tion by thE; intI:cduction of Task Force 

J).eJ.ta i'1t" +'rV3 area.. One ba.ttalion was to land in the vicinity 
of Grid Sqll.qJ'8 Y:J 0,64 to establish blooking positions across the 
prinary trail net'work in the area.. A second battalion was to 
lena in the vicinity of Grid Square 0866, end oonduct searoh and 
destroy operations toward the initial battalion, searohing for the 
C00nand Post of the ~24th B lTVA Division. A third ba.ttalion 
would l'ODain in reserie a.t eJM IJ) and DONG HAt Jd'ter SGA.I'ch was 
ooopleted of ini-l;ial fll'.'EIat units would rlOVO into remainder of the 
operation by either helo-lift or nove~ent overland. 

1;1" 
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a. ~:-.l~L t.o IJ...l (l July to 14 July 1966). DI.lring the peri od of 
1 through lL July the 2d ill, 1st Mar reinforced with the 1st Force 

'\ Recon Compi);'~ and Jltry H 3d Iln, 12th Ma.r, conducted extensive recon 
operations in the prorosed Hustings Operation area. As a result of 
the intelliGence gatboL'od during this period Ta.~.~ .. Xorce Della was a.ct1%a.ted' 
Gl1i~1~~i't,~~,. 'Lo conduct offensive opera.tions in the area. Friendly cas­
uaglos to this po:Lritworeono (1) KIA and 'S"J.ght (8) WIA. Enenv cas­
ualtios WLL':.J thirteen (13) KIA oonfirmed, nineteon (19) KIA probable 
and no V:"j:::: .:! :":7 ;~ c • 

b. As a result of the contacts and finding of the reconnaissance 
units and of the J:..RVN units operating in the area of IJ...5, it was der­
ermined that a large scale operation was needed in the area. The 
iri tial planning c0nfo:('once was held at the ~1rst ARVN Division Head. 
qU3.rtGrs in HUE at lOOOH on 11 July 1966 0 Hembors of the conference 
cor.sistQd of it.e CO, I Corps, ADC 3d l1A RDI V , CO 1st ARVN Division, 
and CO Lth Narinos. During thi.s conference a general concept of 
operatic:n a~ain;'t the incref1.r: cd enerrw forc.es located West of roNG HA 
lW.S a<';l!(Jpted. :r:;.QD.Y -was set for 13 July 1966 0 _At 1900H on 11 Ju~ 
the Commanding Officor of the Fourth },Iarines held a. briefing on the 
situation to his staff and corrunanders. A planning conference to 
deternd:.o feasi. 'ai.li ty, recl1l.i.replOnts J und task in connection with 
expum,i on of Operation Has tings was schedulod and held in the con­
ferencQ room of the 3d Nanne Division bunker at 121400H July. On 
12 July, OG, 3d l1c;:t'Jlv rnO;33a[;e to Fourth Earines directod the aot­
ivation of Task Force Delta at 130800H and designated Brigadier 
General LOWG:". E. ElWi...IS;I as CG, Task Force Delta. At130800H the 
F01lrth Ma"i&ts were cropped @eJON... toT.aak .. Force Delta. Personnel 
of HqQo I, ,~.: !.ar ~>lero utilizod as tho nucleus for Task Force Delta 
wi th aU@nd17vation-p-era-onneli'rom--UCv.rsfOn. Planning directive 
8-66 from C3, 3d MarDi.v to CG, Task Force Delta assigned the following 
missiOll& Gc)";'mencing not later than'l.5 July, Task Force Delta, will 
conduct multi-battalion search and destroy operations as an expansion 
of oporation Hastings in 1c2UANG TRI: Province. (DO~);,Q area). 

c. p~l (1_4._~~1.: 1~66). j-~t o945H Task Force Del.ta closed its 
Command r )st ,<,. -iJ (fcfS1')4a.nd reopened ita t YD 132592. All units 
conc.uctcd sOCUlo:i .. ty and ambush patrols. listening and ohservation posts 
on a 81.1<).11 unit scale. Reeon Group Bravo units were being inserted 
at various locations throughout possi. ble infiltration routes. 

The convoy which had been underway trom PHU EAI since 130630H arrived 
at tho OP at lo45H. I t had been delayed overnight becal,lse of an 
impassible bridge at MY CHANH ~YD 461399). &,owN AI" \Ie.. i 

'\·~iooli~~~~~ -\ .. . "' ~.~ . 
~.,~~-~ . 

....... 
. I,~ 
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__ r~OO~U$$nW~~~ , i ">'-".-~' ~:'f~l_66 
d, n..~)~ .(!;! ... July 1966. At oGoon thoif,u;~i.~rivO Of~!ll'~toJChOd 

dmm in rr"rnt(J\i 1,;:.-1 039 1'lHh nogut1vu contact. fi.ij?1ng_·tbo;t;:jfst 

waVG of 3/4, th l' u; CH-46A Cl'D.shud in the JJZ l-lhon th(;y collidod '\rlith 

trO(;S on landinb, rODulting in two fricnc'!ly lOA and soyen \IIA, All throe 

CH-1.~6A' s nero too bo.cUy dD.:,ugodBt~~ bG f101m out and 10101'0 lC\tor dostroyod. 

}I.t 0935H, th0 firot '\Jo.vo of 2/h touched d01-ll'l in LZ DOVE (W (82659) .. ,ith 

"wgut:L'IC cqnto.ct. 3/lt lift Has cOi~1plot(;,d at 1020H, tho last "m.vo rocoiving 

/11. fire u;wn o.pproD.ching the; rz, rUGulting in onc. friendly KIA. On con-

·,·1e. tion of lift, '3/4 J.lovod to objocti.vw",o}iE (YD 038640) and r.1ovod into block­

ing posit:l.ons. At 1025H, Coru;Ul.l:lcl Groui) '13, n/1/3 ond c.1ononts of A/1/3 

tlrl"i%d D.t DOJIIG HA. 'rr).sk Forco DoltCt D.3SUllOd OPCON of 1/3 clononts ~d 

o.ssignod b~tt.:l.1ion niE::;ion of providing flGcurity for DONG HA cirfiold/LSA 

conplcx', Task Force; Dolb CoJ.ti~1'J.nd Fost, 3/12, .2l1d to conduct ornll llnj.t 

opor't;ons h dcfonsG of tJ1U pcr:Lr'0tGr o.nd in their Ctl~C;~ of rosponsibility. 

At 1815H, 2/4 obsorvud A/1-l firu, boliuvcd to bo .$0. e~lib(Jr, delivered on 

!l. CH-!..t6A e.s it appro.".cllUd thw LZ in vicinity of tho 3/4 CPo CH-46A c.:l.ueht 

fir-:.:md cr~shod :Ln 3/4 OP o.ruo., r",sultinc in 12 friendly 1(1.;\. At 191411, 

3/4 r(;cGiv"c.; firo fro: northvlOst ~'nd l;o.:,t of thoir position. l\rtillory 

~.lld air ~trj.kcs ~'JGr() G:'.lJ.od in on SUS}Jl,ctod positions. J~t 1930H, 3/4 reported 

th.uy \'101'·, conpktuly sUX'l~oundoc.l "J1cl rccoiving firo. At 200m-I, 3/h roported 

th:lt (.)l10flY nre; h~'.d cuO-sod .mel tb ".t it 1r1~.n possible.: th"'.t EVA h!'..u [.lOvud 

nort~1. l'.t 1 ?301I, ~ p~trol ·.fron 3/D/1/3 ~rbushod :'. Group of ;VA ~.t ID 132608, 

resulting in t~!O INA/;~lJ.. confirncd o.l1d ono 60nn nort~ 1·nth :tl.1T.1U!lit:i.on :md 

gron".d(;s C~l1)t;.lr(;d. 

C:lsu~l.tivs rccordod ~o of thi.~ t:ino Wljl'O; .friondly, 18 KIA r.nd 20 \lJlA; cnor.w, 

31 1~Ij\. confirMud ~(.nd 23 :CI/, probnbluf:l. 

\ 

o. Dr1 (1.' .T'il;r 19(6). 1/3 cOnt.inu0d t.o provido socurity for OONG IW 

units, cro.::.-:-\i~·~··:':~ld 3/12. (Wco~';;lcncud 0. holo lift. At OnO}I thQ:first 

H:00 touched dOL."! ~c-t YD o6t)6~. Lift 1V'lS copplcti.Jd ~t o840H Hi thaut cont!l.ct. 

T:'.31~ Forc" Dult:: . .:l.SEiun:.;d ('peON or 171~ 1320H. ContMt conti:rmc.:<l light 

h)4j l~gl; ~.; .o-:.mts of' j"llm~~t.:"ons, s:upplios, and t'1O~oni,.·\-,orc discov0rcd. 

:,:'iT ,uni.tions 2l1cJ. oxplosivl.;:: 'tJC:r(; cbstroycd in pl!'..cc./. 1.t 0628H tl1u 3/4 CP 

:l.nd I/3/1~ pvr:l.l1Ltvr rucuivcd sor,tc 'bmmty rounds of ~"1.con:ing r:Ol"b.r firo. 

Y'till~r" D.r.d ".ir o.tt:1.cks "ore; co.1J.0d in ~d tho' meoning c:u~sod. I.O ro-' 

:1..:1tcd thoro 110.d buc).'. [lO;'K; tljcnty r.v;~ :Lrl 'the 2.l'\)':.ct tereDo. R(;sulta ot c.c·~ion 

~'J~S d(;'t(;:C:'~'ij':(,d ~.nltD')111'l until K/3/h o.t oB32H discoverod 25 iNA Kn in front 

of tj,cir p(Jsitj.on. One INA ,1M Houndud:mcl tclton priSOllGI'. At o840lr K/'J/4 

C·,COU'ltr.;'od IF:Qvy opposition ~\t YD 0.37639 fron Holl prop::.rod positions. It 

'JC.S cxtro;x.;ly difiicnlt to bring $;)' forco to bocx on ono:-::! duo to hoo:vy 

U.'ldwrr.rC:l1rth ':Jhich l'c:strict,ud !'1070),](mt. Lt 0900H wli ts of 2/4 kUlod tuo 

i'iVr. ~t YD 056658 and l~ccov(JrQd onc sC:·1i-~.utorntic '-lOO-pon :md eno o.utolXl.tic 

\fo~.pon, plus (ll'l(; l:2~'iL;:d;~chinl! gun, tuo chicor~ gron'1.doEl, on(') 12.71'1r.1 rnchino 

gUE tl~ipocJ, gruol1. trousers, '~lld kh~ld s'·,irt·s 1nth .~ssort0d. iTVA 782 gco.r. 

Ii t 1030R 2/h roportud rucd.vine; ho:'!.vy c:::.libur rl!l.ch:.nv eUll firu iron . 

11) 047656 ~nd bot~oJCon 1030H::J...'!1cl1900l! units cont:inuod on so:.-.rch :-.nd dc-stroy 

o~or~'::'ionG, uncornto:rm[( 2.tght co::i:.3ct. KIf. f S !'ron o.rtillcry,:,nd nir strik(;s, 

Ctnd nUYlurOUG 'l.10n.pons ~d uqnil)!'tu"!tito;lS 1101"CI discovored. Units of 3/4 

_~~I.~ 8 r--- . &&&1 '/ 

I i. 1 \T~I~~m$$~W~~fill i 
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DECLASSIFIED 

./ 



~-. 

" r 

" 

" 

•• 

DECLASSIFIED 

.L.. "\~~'""'."''''''~. """"' ....... 
.f' '. ' .' ,:, ' , 

. I ~oo©~I~f~ 
_____ ,.-- 'II 

2 

3~H~':fhs 
.34130 
Ser--~Ol oo4l~' 

'·l7 sap 1966 

disoovered one 7.62mm carbineJl one chicom autOl¥l\tico clrlBe, 3$' ·boX. ot"'3i2:.?m\' 
ammuni tion, 24 anti-tarik !)lines, 11 pull1¥Po gren&del'i 2S tRpty shoe mine .' 
boxes,. 72: blasting caps, one ohioangrenadej )'bar~8 <JtNVA '182 gear,. 
and 1,000 rounds of small arms .annnun1 tions..2/4 oon"linuedsearch and destror 
ope.r.f~~rOllte t,2 ~-2... w,i th U:4.L~ ~ted·at 1448R. At 
19"2OH K/.374 made oontaot With an $Bt1mat.edbne'NV&~or approX111latel1 
100 mAe Enu. . .J immediately taken under 41'ewtitb ~,~ grenades, 
N-79, and artillery. Illumination was provided by mortars, artillery,. and 
i'lare shi~js. Res$ts of this action wa~ one friendly ·KIA, , W1A in good 
oondition. 3/4 units, disoovered ap&l'tiallv-~l .. ed .... Qaing used ae a 
200~~wtal. Also discovered waa, a cache of approximately 2~0,OOO 

)undS of 7.62 SZIlmuni tion, 183 82mrnmortar rounds, ~200 pounds ot medical 
su plies, .3 chioan servico rifles, 31 grenades, and numerous doouments. 
K .3 4 troops were cOITlllenc1od durin this enod as baing superb. At :J 

. race V roun B 0 inc ng mortar fita at YD 0620;9 j 
Artillery mission fired on suspected position., Mortar' fire eeasGrl at ~. 

. - ¥~~-~\.\$"\1cV 

f. ~. (:U7JuJ.;y ~966). K/3/4' at OOS8N., in vic ot 'ID 0376bl, awted 
receivin3 smail ama fire. l<!ed .. Evac helicopters allo reoeived t..I.re tran 
approximately 100 tWA who were roported to bewith1.n20 meters ot the per­
imeter. A two hour and forty .. fiva minute tight enaued. Artiller,r was 
walked in on the NYA. in the ldlling zona. Il3.um1na.td.6n was provided tv 
flare ship. Result unknown at that time. At 044S U4 and 3/4 reported 
receiv.tng incoming mortar tire l'm outer pen.metar.~of-td.t@cQllll18nd post. 
Hortat' position could not be' determined ,b.lt 81'tl.11ery was called in and 
adjusted to provide maximum coverage on te.~get~SporaQic mortar tire con­
tinued as a few rOl:cJls evex,r hour until '1100U\', OS4Clh: Pam tim was later 
~ocated and silenced by artillory at abOut 0516H .. 1:/3/4 reported 35 NVA 
.,fA oonfirmed at 074411 as a resuJ. t of fi£~,$)l8ht d\iringthe n:1~t and. on~r 
NVA vl[A captured in good condi tion. 2/1 oG9lUllenoed abalo lift into XD 
984$66 at 081SH. 1ift was comploted at. {J921H-W1thout contact. At o9lSRi 
K/3/4 reported another five rounds of 1noom1ng morw t1re and three 8_ 
ilhunina tion from an Wlknown origin. 2/1:,2/4, ,and 3/4 -conducted small 
uni t searoh and destroy operations in ass1gned ~onel. ~ remained in 
't?skJ'9.~e Delta reserve and ~ co~tinUedt.9 prortda ftBOin1.W tor ta8lc 
Fo.rceDel:ta._Jlommand -Post Qpd __ 2 11. te. Oasualties a.tthe end of this 
period were recorded a920 frien~ KIA and ~,'WIA.Enmrw oasualties 
were rec0 .. ,u0l1 as 137 K!A confinned~ 119 KIA probable, and 1 NVAO. 

g. Dt3 ~l.BJ~ 1966). 17Jt oontinued m18a10~ of T~sk libroe Delta 
reserveRi,\lfl/3 and~2J1. oontinllod to prov1deeecur1l:vl'orfli'D OP and 3/)2 
units, concruoting platoon and squad size patrols and Ulbushea. x/'ll. 
reported probing around por.i.meter whioh c_encecl a.t 1?2J))H. A t\ 
0120H reported light probing on southern edge.1llT patlmeter by estimated' 
4 or S NIIA. At0140H K/3/4 and I/)/~ cOn\iUlec:\ "'oredveamall probes 
throughoqt theirperimet€lt'. lI.t O)17H K/JI4, ~t9cl. &n-,,{t,t1mated So 
NVA probing perimeter. Requested flare sh1p .1ild:.~l'JliUter.v;.-e&Lon~ 
NVA broke contaot at 032511. :At 0330H apprmd.au.~·SO'NVA. began 
probing entire perimeter of K/3/4 with I!IIW.l a11UR t1rO",grehadea, and , 

aut_tic nre ~ l~:;. 9'.=0,. ~1*l~U~~~W~~ID)~ 
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Uni t sustained two minor WIAI s. 2'14 at first li&ht oommanoed movEl'llentJ. 
northeast conducting search and destroy operations alo~ route 1;0 via:l.nit¥ 
of YD 05,666 tKld establisn ,blooking 1'0:008 positions. ~Gonduoted. ", 
searoh and d€!st~oy operations in assigt.ed zones. At. QS15H to' 08l5H . 
H/?;1 rece"i.ved four ::"Ounds of Bla'.1Ill'mort;ar fira and sppr.olll..ma~ ")) ,: 
rOt:.~:"~3, s2m5· ,!,.~:::I;ome.';iic" w\,apons. fil.·e tram "lioini ty,; ot rD 993,,8S. Betwe&n! 
l£()'il ::J.nl.. :l,~~";((f. ::",'C:/:il. ;~~~eived fire from threesidel. The'main 'bo<\v 
reCf:,l.V01 31lj;i!.:i. CUl'n.:3 s!~iper fire :f'l'om several 'smpere in tre~ line' to 
thei.;' rl('~·i;,._ 1tr1.',~~l t.:10 iv~tn borly bagan to maneuVC' towardth.· front 
pr .0;:,;'\,1'; 'i,':,)~r l·(f;(l'\i("~. aO',·:i, .. st!'~om8.t:t c and, au'tolllatio wreapons..f1.re -from 
th.,j ~j':;'~le' '.:;,l';~ ... ,;: .. ~ f).f XD 99\.~5h:) 'I F.i.r::!t p:ta~oon returned fire :while man 
boet 1T1c·,-.;,rl a.c(lulJd~':~("1 ht:'::J l'i:cing llIM::;,ine guns';$nd srnallal'w,.·andthroW­
in;;; g"cc::'L:ri 'Ji..'!.io ':j'''(,e ]."1".1'3.. 0.;0 I'(-Jini'o~:oed twA squad rnovQd f':I:'an' the 
~~j"T •• vic'U'll:'jy of ~~D 9:),;,9,0 in ~1 tyt,·;,m,pt·: to move 'l:e!t of ~e compauy's . ' 
po,:::, ' .. : (i!.. A)'t.4.2.J.e:";{ rrr":"Sdion c~.]'lad :'n wU. th goodeo:vere.g:e on target •• 
Fo··'· ;::r .... KU~w'3 ... ·') ·\':,~'P..'L:t.e aftoJ:' tho end of iina al'tiltlery miSSion. 
F':':::-~ ng con':'inuod from +,he tree line. Aii'; this timeNVA. opened fi.re:;Wd.th 
what was ,bHl:\.~"OO a .,50 caliber rrA,::hine gun £rom the tree line viOinity 
XD 998549, J-f.,rk b1.'oko ct:,,~tact at aptl.'oxtlnately 123DH. Friendly un1 t 
8llstaina(' .::.X '·"!';':::-:'3.~',S a.J:ld three nc,n,-l<ledEvac 1s:.. En~ oount wasfd~ 
KIA cO,:"i'i.;l"""~ e~ .. ; 12' ~t~!l\, KliI. probalJ:_o~.. At WJ$R,E/2t1. caught: one. re­
inforced NV.1\ :'I(1t'3.d asti!lwted to be 15 NiTA on trail ea.ting. HVAtaken 
undl:l!' fire ~.nd Pi~:·.':J'~'Jd ytysicalJ.y ~ R~S'ilJ ts one NI!AKIA a.nd four friend. 
~ WIA, ~t J~~5H 11£s':-'_!l~._o,i' ' I touched .dOWll at ID l22 ~ " At UO'la. 
second "1a~le of 3/5 lift touched dO'l'lnin LZ DOVE) - and at 13 , MIllS. 
upo~ .• ?ntfll"l.ngLZ CROW rec.ei.ved heavy. auto!aell'l1.-automat10 weapons t':LrG 
11"0.(,. ~[:;) oLl:~,&'13 f!'om an estima.ted NiTA oompatv. ill" .. turned 1mmed1.atelJ', 
ce.lled in ar!llect h(.i~.os and 1'i~~od'W1ng ~r' stnkos.' 'M/3/S' advanQed l:ur 
fir a and ma.··X.l.ev~r under covering .,f1l'es of mach:1ne guns. NVA wi their_ 
tor-he nOl'~::Le!'l.fJt,. ,Results wer~ ;,'ecQrded ·as' 21 NVA· K~ oonfirmed, 25 
KIA probables and :~ W£i .. with 1...fJ WIlt. probabl;es.' At 1JS3OH 3/$ OOlYl'48lld 
Pas'" \\Tas est,'lbli o.~ac1 a4;,Y'D 0"(6fJ:i5and M/3/5at YD0676l0. The: 3/~' 
lift was cO!llplet.(')d at 1630H. ,?/4 reported'reoover1n~and destroyl.hg ¥, ,. 

1(,.260 ;,o'\A~:da of li.2.7111rn rounds at 16'.X:>H., At 16o$H. )/, reponed that 
M/.3,? h;:.r.~ (-I1CI'\1 contact at YD 0;'06:1))0 ' Resu',lif,s; wve reoorded as trie. 
5 KIJ.. <0':'6.;; \vi~;'~ Enoo:y, as lJl NVA ·KIA oonfirmed and! WNVA.:WIA estimated. 
At ;J.6:'J.~:1 3/1. :;;,'ep(.1rted one~latoon of 'K/lI.4 PiM@,dowti<by small arms" .. ' 
fi ','o.!.n <\ lanf.illg zone,L/3/l.r was deployed to 'eXlirloate them.. 3/4 
al=<!~ed ;~,'~. 1'O.l: sdf:fls+':ance in securing: hi8h ~ourll:ro.1OnitOUta. ~;Af,', 

X l625H~. (;(l, T3.&' ,Yo::-ca Delta, approved the':reQuest-.' 4t 17-4(11, ·as K/314-
mO'J ed CA. ~j bd l1G;. ng up the rear of the oolumn they started reoei v:i.ng 
mOI'(.ar i.l.::'.;~ :F~~~ ~las walked up ,the oolumn outt1:ng 1..t'in ~~ ~ePcn".~:: .< 
C01U:~;l1 a:Ls1

) b:lg~ ,~.V'.li"(rSMl.l.8 anc1autOlaatlo fb ... ;_.u.~cloOO.h. 
A'L'J ... ;"; •.. _:.":l'L'Y &.~d 8J.X' was c.aJ.lad'in and as ot .17S0H was· still being used.', ' 
h~.J.\. ':::~·tamlJ't9d to set up mortars in 1Z at YD038646. and"... hit 'tv' ", 
napa'1!11.. A t this time 2/4 had established poatt4on -OR b1gh pound' '. . 
giving sec\:~J:~,!1,I/ for i'.lrther movement. Mor,tar'~ and·amal1.a.rn» dr. 
had ctLmlr.:. 3~:(:-":. At l720H H/2/4 observed 1'1"&, WJnloV1Dg up traU .. Wi. tti 
weapons <., t ·.:D (',:,!566'. wear.1.ng green 'un1.torms.H/2:/4establ1~hed -an am.' 
bUBh and kil.-!..ed two NVA and ,founded three •. At l1J01i L/l/5. iDlj.de contact 

'. 

p 

wi th an est.: :i~ted 20 ~"'A in khaki unifoma at iD 060612. NVA. ~od ,'" , . ~",~ 

~ OO~~~~~~W~~\ill, lLO .1 



j 
1 

I 

, 
L 

DECLASSIFIED 

.' J»~~&!~nWB 
1... ___ -: ~~',-' ' .. ' .. : ",..' .,.." ",.', 

, ... ,,"'- .. ,.,_ 
;JI \" ~.' 

.-~~"""'I'"""-" 
• .' I 

'--'-""" .. - ............. ~; 

I!JIlGhine guns ~d automatic weapons. t/3/S returned fire and advanoed 

toward wall concoa.led enenv pos1,tions'., ResUlte ,Were two WA.~,jlq~ r 

finned, five NV'A. KIA probablEi&, and one machinegun{ch1~oin)'.n~ qne, ' 

.30 caliber mac.hine gun captured. Frienw Qa.sua.1.t1.es,tQ ~a p~rtod 

wore 33 KIA and l17 v1.f,Ao EnEll:\Y casual.ties were 18.1. :~ contirmed .. 

171 probable, and 2 veo. ' 

h. ?_4,,(~9,,~1~.:,r.J-Z.~L. ~ still providing fro re~erve.. 1/3 

providing S'"~~L"~ '~;'- ~;,/(. '1'10 OOIl'Llland Post, 3/12, anc,l maintaining sparrOW! 

Hawk. At O:))().rt 1~ 2/!v observed approxlIllatEl4r 6, to 8 NVA apparently: . 

cCTning'in search 01' anbush.NVA. opened fire at ·the ~ time the , , 

ambush com .. enced :f1r:!,.ng. It is be11.eved ~bush neldtoolong and may , 

have been cOl11.J-,l'omised. This action resulted in 2,triendly KlA and 2 

'WIA. Enenw- Ci3.[fla:!. ti 88 were 3 KIA /)onfi.!'ll1ed: and one subecnaoll!ne gwt. 
c~~~:'t.ured. At JJ.C:)OH 3/5 reported thClt:t'Ul"lihtn' search of area Where .­

M/3/5 engaged NVA on 18 Ju.ly resulted iZl,l lWA. IctA, and a nUl1l~er or 

v!oapons and cr~uipment cal1tured. ,At 11000 G/2/1t -v.as lifted .t9 ')f4 

COl'llll9.nd Post. G/2/u.. oho~jped OPCON, to '/4 a'" :n.~Jwa:_ At ll2bH, JSbL4 
was 11ft)(~ to ~. K/3/4 at 13.'.$H was lifted Vi& fixed wing . 

aircr~t, (,0 l1HU.mI OombaJ;j Base" They aI'l"1.vod a.t PRU DA.l at 1$00H. 

J/4( ... , Ilo~nmced m01i<,;,·ment a-rl1300II· t..o vicini tyqf l'D 054$5 to es­

tablish blocld,ng p'os:l_tions. 3/5 conducted se~rch and uastroy oper~t1ons 

in assi gned rcone~' 2/ 4 oOlY!me~oed movOOlcnt oat l1301, in sou~her~', di r- ' 
ection and conducted searoh anddestroy.operatio~J:J.Qn route fran XI> , . 

057664 to hill 208 at YD 043642. At ,1816HK/3/S discovered old 'tWA ' ' 

KJA at YD 010604 and rocovered one new; weapon with bayonet, large-

caches of ;D pt¥!(S meloquipm-ol'l'li, 3upplies, rice and ammo, ·nino grenades 

and nina uniforms. 

Cumulative totals at this tina were reoord~d .as, Fr1en~" -$l. KU, and 

J129 WIAJ enany rgcorded as 332 KtA confirm'd, ,S49KI£ prob&.bles~ and 

2. vec. " , -. , 

i. ~.J.20 ~.19661~ At 094SR. M/Ji~ ma~,_,contaot~1.th \bree . 

NVA at YD 6;...\:;;9iC>..; They took, enElTW under fire re8~t1.ng in one NVA . 

KIA. The ot'her two' went northwest. At 120lH1/lL.Jli}lo li,(teclto l'D " 

OS3~620 .from Landing Zona CRO'\/J was oompleted. , A it. l250H M/JJI,i arrJ. ved : 

at;, Task l"orce Delta C.ommancl ~ost with OPOON ch.oppe.;i, to JJl. 'A t lUl5.lm'-

)( the advance partY 'o~ ~,!tr.L'V~d atOONGfUL •• ;OPOON as8w4e'd~\ .Wait" 

time. At lh)~S~ plans were initiated to l1ttM/'A to '2/JJ.. ~d . 

Post. At 1:.G30a; thefiretwaV6 'of,M/3/4 ooml'lu'mce~J 'and touohed dOW'!) 

at YD OB7S6? at l6~orto" 'At l100HTask, Forte::Del.ta'l!&" notified,that, 

aU of 2/9 unj.tJi ,,:".J.J.ct'cloaeOONGHn at'.18OOH.3/2 as_cl.mi.~on' 

of Ta.sk Force D "jaRase e~:. Enemy oon*~ tor- .t.h1a,Pc~:t1.Qd wliO ' 

, ... 'I" " 

lir,ht J however:- l~ J .;, di.soovered wbatl &piSl;IawttlJ- ftto Pe, a .. ,4t'V1fJ1on ,0., 

ragi,ment-9.1 size command post. ·,"Up·on ~"At.:ijlEl. .. ~ae;':'ffl~'~~~~" , 
KIA, 2N'J!.C1 r:.nd 1 WIA. M/3/, recovered two 1.6_ au.Q~"., .. ~to";i.' ;., ~ ;:"; -": 

mati c l~::-~ es., )01 wood hanclled grenades, ld pounds of dOC\1l'llents, 150· '. )', t, " 

paCks wi til .ecl'.dpqwrm' one knapsack containing medical supplies. 

At 13JJ5ID D/L/l wa~ged while. advancing. ;qbey- enoountered 

DECLASSIFIED 



~ .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

r
f.:· ~. 4, ./':. ~~~. '7t't"~'i'~~'~-::' "]"" ifm. jll.o 

~. ' , '48 
! ',,~ '\ ,: . 3 0 

~ ~ , . • ~ ::.::....-"""'~ ............ _-.. - . .....,' j Se:r Nos 004.3m.-66 
• ..... " ,l.. Jl.7 Sap 1965 
~. 

'.,. 
rt t:.-·-;;~"· ,. : "'... to ~~ .~~ .' ' ""': -: ' 

if automatic weapons fire from 1'1vQ., NVA at'm 04S6iS.. :Onflweap,on wli,' 

¥ roported a.s a hee.yy ~ch1ne ~'.'" Artillery miesion~:~strike 
~ wera called in. :p11II~ su4tained one KIA •. JI/l/l, wh:Ll.e ac1'\f8ncing 

~ at, 134<Eat YD OS062'~L tripped a. 6Cmrm, bootv trap. &lid eu.@tained one 

t WIA l'~e(LEv8.c. At ,Jl1.~55H l/lc reported an. estimated 'two or thr~~it~' 

t platoonQ along the side& or a ravine in th~ vioinity of EV'+;;JOIIWI 

~ E) 04762~,qpd YD 050i>29'. NVA well dug in' antlaqu1ppe-d.wi,th auto • 

• matic weaI:.ons. At leAst two machine guns> and.. one heavy caliber ma­

.-, chine gun wae~pol·~ad •. NVh. wearing'green and ldlsldi1U1U'otms with 

, camouflage •. At l5001f AO on station roported an«lEII\Y ;~on~ntra~ion 

in ra·.,rine OotID 05)~9' ,to YlD 051631. S~l USAF m4 UfttC ad.roraft 

attacked the :trea.wi!:th all type's of ordnanoe. A.il1Oraf~ raoei:vod 

automatic wOan8lis tt~ .. ~ At lJ610H K/)/S disoovered a.. NVA b1vouu 

posi ti6n at E) oLl.!69J. estirna'ted to be a battalion or two canp~ 
,. , size units. K/3/'· discovered NIlA. manualls on mortars, lSO paoktl and 

expended tOC.l:\';~ lI'laot4ne gun rounds ~ All equipment. was new ,and all 
. 

'. 
liSa destroyed. in plJaoe. Ooouments were evacuated. At l600H 3/4 
reported that a 'plJatoon size ,patrol had been engaged by an 1mdetGll':loo 

mined nurnpar of NVA in vicinity of YD 060660. Air stlj~es were used 

to reinfo~~<~_1stance was being sent out. -O~d post oS!. 

3/4. wa~ under a1i~~.~ mortars and small al"lltS from ~the x;.dge across 

t.he valley at D) ~~5. 'Pha platoons sucoeded in extraoting thEm­

selves. from ~0I'!1fc~. Mac1Evac halos were caJ.l~d in a.t the.. p~.d 

Post sl...te., Vtl:rst. helo was, loa.ded and -lilted. 1be.fiGOnd belo 

landed apd ~.Q~VEld fl.re in the LZ. Contaot was bude.~ and a Mep 
conducted. ,The sweeping unit recovarqdten ,mol'tazo.<l'o"!ncia. QQmn_ , 

mortar, OM base plate, one b1pou, two heavy ~ber' JIlBohine guns, 

one Chiq.Pll1 cal'l::t1.no and sch.e~'enade&. As ,tAo, platoon regrouped -

and eve-cua ti on 'of ca$'l.tal ties oontinuod.,. enSO'tire .r~um.ed, !"ire 

returned imrilE:~cliatel,y. 8_ motitar's'l 'S1ll&Uanns, .r raJ,rik.es and .. 
armed UH .. lE airora.j't were·, d1~eoted. A1I:.20$7H 3/4, un1tsreturned 1to 

CP, fir,as had ceased. Unit sustained' KIA apd 'T WIA. •• En~ cas-
ual tioawere report.$d as 6 KIA oonfirmed.,. liQ :lCVkp%"o~bl,..e,!.A"~lIS! , 

E/2/4 and 2/4 Ocmmand Poet reoeived apPl'oxill'.a.t~ ~S .rounds 'Of. 8_ ..... 
mortars\.t~om iD0,38652. Returned fire 'W1th8~ m()~s and artiUery. 
Enemy fit~.·coased. At 234$H OIJ'1l LO Distriot ,U~1U\rti~rs :rep9rted 

reoeiving q~.!3 roung 01' 60mm mortar fire !rom ,aINA.llUSb al.Qng .' 
high-r,lay 9 frem ID 063.571 to YD 02.$$64.· At~))SR.iDQ!WO~ ,OcitllPnd 

Post receivedappronmateJ;y,~O rounds ·inOOl'ldng mOll.it tUeb(:)l1eved 
to be 8lll1l11e . En~j)ositibn bellwvedw'be t.n'~n1vot-OtI026'-or 

YD 027620., .. A~lJ~tt called into as :0263.1t· tb1s,.J;.,,~/1 Oheclced 

with 3/$ who hc:.s tj,obDps near YD. 027620 •. 3/~' troop.relX?~t .negat\.~e 

results. j,,/l CO.IlIIland Post eustained 3 Mendlr,wtA ~;~ JIlOJ'tar 

attack. 'Cumul"lye fr1etlCllV' CQsuaJ.ti. .. tor-~ "peRea .~ .. ,.po,rl;ed 

as S61I11. and ~64WIA. En_was ~~dU·_".~_ 
$49 KIA ptoba~ewlth4 NVA,q~.' .... ,,' . . .. 
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'l'h18 pursuit eantinued unU,l: 11l1fl,WbeniWhJr:<t4\~t)fl1.th NVA. 

M/l/$ was· not able .to determine, direotion &ti8llO'tl,dJt." li,<l~te~~.~re,~. ' 
reported other than one' NV~ KIA on 1m tia.l1 tePOrii~~4'~~~~.Ll!flJ Wii"':- ,':' 
reported to be in oontaot,with unknown,number ot;_~·Y»"~. ".;' '<" 

At 18SSH 0/2/4. ene.o~tered :an ·unknOwn ~b.r' 'O:t,_~~ -~~~tSAJ' .~ . ' 

:~~ :~:au!=~sw:=~;~: :~~:~$i~ih~f~~.t~I·Lea;.~:,~::,; , 
khaki. At 193C8! G/t2/-4 re~~~ad,one S;f*.lld.J,ig~'~Cr~;8~'~ " 
in the trees above Ma~~8a tl?-~t wera"dr_ns ~OM' •• ~'~>;. 

Conmand Post. SourC&1 of mnmd' unknown •. UnitlliaW.QfllAiWb 'KIA and' 

five WI!. Artillery was fired on suspeG-1i'ed 8heIbJ poaj:iQn-~ th hsullte, 

unknown. H/t2/l at XD 99$$94 in "an &m;bueb eno~ ,tMq~.A "at ~ , 

JI10ving north along str-eam, bed. Amb.1ah liM aotA"ft't_lJ.,as.~tdl.v i ·,m 
broke contaot and tlod. 'NlJA. sustA.1ried WoO KIA ;pre~~;-~' , ':'i , _' 

1 ,"':reel "~l~.~;ll' t4'gfI.K/ __ I.~, __ ;~ ' .... ' 
del' l"1re o:r automatio weapons and hand grenades. .'lIif9 NYA~~in',a .. ,,' , 

fighting hole. H/)!5, returned fire, and ld.llec1 tAe-,.~o'.NV:A ,and cap~~ , 

ed one 7 .62mm maohine gun. H/2/l.lI\ovJ.ngf to' an' :_i~.wA:~ te et\gUaed ten '/, 

NVll mOving north .t O~, NVA 'r~tUfned" JIi19J.:l~"11IUf!~e and grenades'. , .. 

WA broke contact and nod. At 08l$H, 1/",$' lh' .• ~o1q.ngpo.~on ' 

, ~ .. 

":.e 

observed one NVAa.t YD 0)3636. NVA was ta.keri~under tiro.and'ldUed. ,,. , " 

CtlJ/'l!. mad. oontact W!l.th an estiJl1ated 2.$. t.o'~·1fVA:, .. t .092at~,ltl'v.Lo1n1·ty . ' "; 

ot YD 033636. NVA weft) weIll dug ,in.' Un1~s'dfi O/lJli,i~ove.d ~' ehc:1.rola; ,_ 

the NVA position. NVA broke contact., c/~lr:l!IbstC~,$Wi)'WIA~' a ' ' 

result. Enerrw casualties Unknown. At o945lfll/,.14 a~ ln, 9;8~11"eOei'Yed' 

A/W and soo-aut(Jllat1c fire. ,are wasr~~urned .. l1Pi,'.sUstained, •. '. 

KIA and four WIA.. Tw!o en. KIA were o~~ M/J/Ssi'(#lt.ed group . 

or NVA adL liDOOH in vio1ni ty or YD 913627. MI'J/StQd( thElll un~ev;til! .... ; 
killing two and. wounding one. The bodies were lett.1ii:'open. w1th,thQiJt~;\ . 

weapons in hopo "that NVA would attempt re9PY'ary of thElll~ . At'12028 el-e.... "\ . " 

JI1ents of DELTA, ~d CHARUE lilL 1Ua~con\ta.ct'wttl'rmA, P/JJj1J.. in. sporadic 

contaot and D/lfJ.. in h~VY contaot. At 1Z?H:lntom,attCtJll ::lIt}.8;~~~~\'e~', , , 

tha.t a UH-34 and an OlB USAF ~~~ oolli~d'1n ;lI1d-ailt and ',~~~tfi~'-" \., '. 

were down in grid square XD 7,;;J~. At that":'Wne<e.ll".p,.,l-6opn~'b&d;'be8D.,, . , . 

retracted fran the helo. '!he USAFp110t 'Md: not ,~:~~oate~n' , '!Wo' .. , 

Marine O£t1cat'aweJte Mec;1Evao toDtlMED and' ,the 'USB :lU!:PQSE;1JJ'ghodcD.n~.. '\ 

tion. Exlient or in3,\U'ies not known at this. time. Tb~ M~O'B ware' . \ . 

CO" HqOo, 4tth Marin~s and Task ~oroe Oel~'P8JWar,().ft1oe;o~·H/~·. ' 

received two rounds of 82m mortar .t'1reand' ..an6utall8\1lfweapObS', ,,,,'. 

fire at l32.00 in, vioin; ty ot XD 99,7596. Ht211:ra~ ~2mol"t8.lr.on~, ' 

suspected en~ pos1tion~ Results Unknown. AtA32O!" reportfroJn: ' 

1/3 stated tha:.t a .UH-34 had gone down in lII.),OP. :~~,;oasual.t1elJ were, ' 

reported. 'JIl?eoause of the crash was ;:l~te~ned t.,.o:.~; due, to meehan-, 

ieal failure. 2/4 at l))(If reported haV1n~~l!POl'~~O~~ct. ~. '" 

appeared to be, to the northW'~st ot 'l./4.'C/~,;en i'OU~ to' 1/1 posi t1~n 

encountered controlled mineswh1ch oaused 8.vera.l.,~8~t1es~' At:. 14JlH 
H/2/1 reoeived tWo rounds ot 6lmm ,mortAr fI.·r.(rQa-$l'l'Wicri6wn . location. 

E/2/1. heard the mortars firing and tired 'anart11i.eW Lid,s8ionat JU) 9~9~1.&S. 

-, • ~. ~ DO,.. li~ 
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Hortal' tire ceased. Results were unknown. AM, as a ros'Ill:t, ot n. 

socond search in vicinity of YD 0,,661, a.t 1,(Xll, recovered 6 82l'nm 

rounds" lO fusesl 3 chicom grenacias, ll7 roll~· of mO,. increments., 

3 82mm mortar base plates, 1 roll communications Wire" 11 shovels, 6 

packs, 4 packs of i gni tien cartridges with seven loose cartridges, 

782 gaar l 2 tripods matlQ ot bamboo and: 2 h~ r~ne gun moonts. 

At, lSllSH, 1/3/5 ditrooverod cache ot e,uiprnontat !D 017«:>7. At: this 

time one tWA s.urrondered to 1/)/5. I 3/S recoverad 1m.o machine guns, 

ona AN/PRo-lO radio,. 48 w,oodhandled grenetios"lOo .30. caliber rounds:. 

138 7.62. rounds, one hoavy machine gun, 8J1ll1lO drum, two large weo.pon 

cover bags, 82mm mortar cloaning equipmel).,t, 1. !.hag .. 3lL pre anook!n'S, 

14 gas masks, 12 ruck sacks, 2J.~ Shovels., ~trenohing toole, 22 rr.osqu1 to 

nets, 25 WIifonns. 6 shelter halves, 2 fi.;ashlights, 1 alarm. clock, 1 ' 

machete, 2. bushels of rico, 7 smoll mortars or· R/Jttfies, 1 night, light- . 

ing device, medical supplies, and dOCUInent~ft Eve111tElll reported in 

good condition or new. There were also a.bout eighty tight.i.ng holes in 

the area. At 1700H, D/l/) discovered and recovored l.Br~ anounts of 

clothing, 782. 'gea1t', 12.7 ammun:i. tion, one 12.7 AlA g\1n cailp]l.etc' with, 

mount and two 'eights. At 1830H, F/2IlI.,beganreceiving small.. 8m.a 

firG from IWA position. Artillery was fired and scored.direct hits 

on Nl/A position. Results were five llVA K;tAprobable. Area.' was not, 

searched. At, 23000 in the vicini 1iY orXD 99559S a squad patrol fran 

2d Platoon ot HqCo 2/1 mada contaot wi. th .3 or 4 If/A. mov1ng north 

along a stream bed,. The patrol opened fire axpenct1.ng ~bout 150 l%ounds . 

of smell arma8Jlll1unit10n a.nd one fragmentation gl"enade. , The NVA broke 

contnct. Results WEllO ostimated as 2: NVAKIA. proba.ble •. han i)4$H 

to 240015~,in Vicinity of YD 99859) l1stening postHl, HfiIl received 

mortar ana small arms fire into theixr.' position from an estimated NVA 

platoon. H/2/lJ. oommenced firing with apPl;'OXtmate"J3 '4$ r01inds of small. 

arma and grenade. The liston1ng post reported ,) O~ ~ NVA KIA probable. 

The listening post roturned to .the CP. at. 2360Ii, H/2/1 Command Post 

recm ved two incaning mortar rounds which landedoiltside'H/2/:ll lines 

in vicini 1:u of Xl) 998593. Loc:.:vjiion or :tlle NVA. mortar pOSition could 

not be determ1nod. at this timo.. This. action, continued on into the 

next day. '. 

m. D+9 ~hJ~ 1966). L/'J/S a.t 0001;i disco,:ered a NVA KIA waaring 
camouflage u £OS W/US helm.et and covor. ,At odoSIt H/2/ll.. recGived 

two more incan1ng mortar rouncls in theLr.OP,at approx;l.m.atel,y tho same 

time H Co ambush ostablished at YD 993S98was sprun~; r&s'Ults unknown. 

A tl 05L5fL,. H/2/l roce1 ved approxima teJ.y 200 rounds S/At.Lro from . 

XD 997596. WIll. ware engagodwfSjA, grenades, and 4,2~ortar 11re. 

lWA broke contact. A searchresultQd ~n>~ d1aopvetjot , NVA KIA 

confi1"r.l.od and four weapons of an unknoWntn>e(·s:Lx~ full magazines, " ' 

ond six. grenados, ·2/4 comtucted's search t~ of their per1rtieter 

at 06Joa in response to meaning haard a.pprOll,\m&~ly"lS-O ~eters t~lVard ' 

of their position throughout the night.· S.~. resitited. in ~turo' 
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Of ona 'tWA Wi th AK-47. fi va ma.gazin~s, six. grenades, cartridge Relt, 
canteen, first ai(1 packet, and assorted personal gear. Captive was 
WIA and dressed in a khaki uniform. Captive sta.ted he wa..s a squad 
leader and his mission 1-:as to ambush USMC moving down stream, He 
had no idea where his squad was. Captive was forwarded to prisoner 
collection poin~,. At o655H, H/2.!/l epgaged two NVA vic:LniW XD 99.5.594. 
H pursued along stream south, t~rd G/'l//J. ambush site. NVA broke 
conta.ct and fied • Attempt· to force: NVA intoG/2:/l1 '~ v1a1nt tq 
XD 998,77 was suocessful. At, Cl1100H in w.cxlnifq TD 0<:600s, L/'JiS ~ 
approached by INA weari.nEi camoufiagli utili ties and US hellmet W/coverr. 
'Dhinking him a. USMC, L/3IS allowed him to contiriue approaching, NVA 
oponed fire. AM fire returned immed::l.a~·,.NVA fleet. At 08001' RecOIl1 
Team inserted v.lciniW YD 9360. At O83OH,JIltJMU~l'~il ; 
rope bridge,. vicini W XD 9,1,99, suspended 'over s,tJ1.eam. No actio.n. 
taken. At 09oat, It3/5 discovered 21 NVA KIA, 35, v1c1n1.\VYD o166ll5 
and' 6 vicinity yn -'1>6J..7. tis was site ofiL7;/S ambush of l.2 NVA 
squads at 2322l$H. A1t 0920H, Recon Team observed 6. to 10 men 'fcillcing 
north in canopy vicinity XD 9,354,. Men wore utilities, tloppy ha1;s, 
and web gear, fira. miSSion was called, unable to observ~ affects,' At; 
09l0H, B/2/lJ, while searching ridge line in '91cxS.nity YD 039t6)r&eei ved 
four rounds. sniper fire from approxtJTQ tiGl:1 So meters awa.y; 1, rQunds 
7.62 i111IlDediate tire returned. Area searched'wi. neg&t1verosults. 
At.. l009H, 1/1 sighted NVA position on slope ofr1d:ge v1a1nity yn 
02.66'.0.. Posi t4.on appeared to have been hit bt attry/air strikes. 
Position consisted of' foUr ''bunkers and approX1~tely 20 tlljht1ng· holes. 
1/1 unable to call artillery t1rem1CtS1o~ due·to units of 2/4d.nthe 
area. 2/4 notified ot the pOBi tions. At lOlOH l\eGOn: ~ ext~.ted 
from viCinity YD 938602. At lOl$H. E/a/l ambUsh. ;'Vio1n~tz XD 9 .. 89.597, 
ldlled one NVA and reoovered NVA weapon, AtlG)OH., '8/7IU!- searoh1.ng , 
ridge line vicinity yn 03P651 di.soovered enlillW posLtion along thE) . 
length of the. ridge. p:bai1don, cdntain&d· seven NVA·KIAJ. disooverad one 
AK-47 in open area. At lO)OH patrol frOM 107m Datl'Y &ttachedto 3/5 
discovered battalion oamp sits vicinity II> 0836l1&., area Oonta1ned 4, 
to 5 1ean-to's and 40 fighting holes/trenche&. empty ~s.z1ne pO\lche& 
were found in the area. At lo55H, K/3/S vicinity YD 045019.it1scovered 
one NVA KIA, NVA was dressed in brown uniform, a.pp~"", hEWe died 
of woundS 2 or 3; days pl"svious. Had no 'weal)on 'o~jlqp1pDumt, on his 
person. At l123H, Reoon Team extracted h'Omv1c1b1t.7 YD' 08)6$5. 
At l2l5H, I/'/5 engmged four NVA vicinity W 011616; two ware cap­
tured, 1 KIA and one was; wounded but managed to get al(ay •. Contaot 
was madEf on well used trail ruming north and· aouth·. !Lt, l24OO, 1/3/S 
made contact with NVA foroeoriginallY repor~!! aII~t .. undeter.ndnec:1 
strength in vlaLni ty YD Oll6J.6. At l245K" J)/lIlL~l d1soovered 
ona llVA KIA ViCinity YD 027631. Th1s waa·a1.te ot:~rEf tight onprev~ 
ious da.y. NVA aJ.'parentJ,y died of' blllat wound in the head. P&~~ol 
reoovered one tine, one oarriage and receivcwd.th barrel to't heavy 
maChine- gun, one pa.ck/with rice, 10,000 round8,?.62mm end 4 CbiCGlIl 
grenades. Also iiiipbattle .~r~esings in the a.r.ea.. Grenades were 
destroyed in pU ~ 1300H, t:/'lfl. encountered three vic1rd. ty 
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XD_.989f:D$; took thsn under tiro, ldlling 'two,. ".1!\apawol rPl\Yaioal.·JIy., 
pur&Ued rema.i.ning NVA. Whon list Platoon JM-1I11oved'i-n~ ~rea.~,tl. •. lD'" 
effort to trap rE'll1aining NVA they discovered _:~" one SKS, mho. ' . 
equipment, and documonts. A1i.133W, Reeon .'r8aDl' obSerWed six lIlen 'at­
tempting to establish an ambush along the stream'Vioim.,ty XD9,39$.,l.- " 
No action taken due. to loss of contact .At lI33C1!,Bfl/'ll.1n1 ti.&t1nl' 
III detailad search of NVA Base Camp,' nOWli-d.nt41'1ed :aa ap~telY " 
100 men in strEl'lgth and moving northeast tOWBl'd ·lD u2&~trau'liD' 0JL6lL. . 
I/J~ viCinity of'1'D 011616 reoeived sn1pel'andftO .. taF. ti.re. At, 16~ 
B/iI) approhended one NVA WJ:AJ .. endered medioal aid. ,At 11)00. ,KJ3i5 
in contao\. vicinity YD0l66l6. ,M/3/5. in 'contact. viiC1i.n1.tyYD',o2ll635." 
T.J3/S. moving to assist, 1/3/$. At li7')<Jl,0/.ll1 oa'pamoo11n 'v1cl.ni,ty" ,.' 
<Jt 1/1-1 & contact ot 2) Julydisoovered ,woW. 'bedi:Gs :dreesedin " ;. ." .­
khaki unitorms. 'l'he bod1es were covered 'wi th 1e",_, !&1.o, found, wu .. 
a severed right hand from anund1seovete<\bOctr.,C,'At 18O<li 'fI/J/ll.\re- " 
turning :from a patrol tound one NVA body 'dressld"ln,' grasn un1torm- ., 
vicini ty YD 06:)6)3,' WA, apparent~ ldUedW:'stng'l. gun' &hob wound.· 
At :LB48H, 3/S reported one mt-34 down in M/l1f'''''&nai,V,Lc1nity 11> ' 
012628.. Helo ckMled by' small anns penetrat1~n ot tranamius:lon oili. 
pan. 1I/3/S platoon prov.Lded seour1 ty at ,looattonot the down helot 
~t 19300, CO,'8 E and,H anr;! 2/4 CP received '8P.P.S'Ol4matell'.2$"8lmm, 
mortar roonds. G Co looation Vicinity ID 03965S at the samet1me, ' 
reoa1.ved al,proxLmate1\V 25 rounds 60mm mortar. I1re·was retUrned 
immediately with 6Omm, 8lmm, and a.rtillery. ,; Ufti ta 8Ustained one KIA 
and Eo WIA. Tha attack appearodto be 11811 ooordinated, 1ncoilling', 
mortars ceased as friendly coUnter-tire began. 1J/3" called a.nd: obo- ' 
served the counter-fire reporting eXc&ll'Gnt ettec>t on target with,' , 
secondary explosions observed. At :n9S2H, lJ/3 and )/6 reported mortar 
nashes in vio1n1ty YD 02,)~1 appeared to be,mortars tiring on 2/4, 
artillery counter-batteryl1ro called in:. At20301i Me~~~~I;.~~. . 
temp ting to ovacua to casual. ti EsS in tZ at KIllS poal 4d,oD1:rreoei ved ,12_1mm 
machine gun fire trom vicinity TD 0l3623:~"All wtA evaouated W1thout ; , , 
incident a.fter onsny tire nElltra1ized. A't. 21O<11wtl not evaCUated 
!rom I 00 due to l2..1mm tire, fire doing littl~' damale, lIlostly going 
overhead, WI! were moved to a secure zone 80 helo'. oOUld land. 
Oumulative casualties as of the 8l(~ of 'tft18 I'8pOrtitlg pel"1.od reoorded as 
friendly, 91l KIA and 3Jt WIA~ EtieIlW ca8ualtLsa ·".re recorded as $76 . 
KIA contirmed and §.)8 KIA probables and "8NVAO~ ,',.,' .. ',' 

,. , 

•• ~ ~~~$' ~'19§, ltItclf+,&~ Mfl"Siunt&,ilOnt1Uue,to 
conduct searl antistroy Dper&tOnan zone80·reap~b1l1tY. JJn1to: ' 
encoontered light contacts. ,'1/1 prepared tOauppffl,3/SoPG!l.tions.' 2/4 ' 
cownenced movement to YD oS6) to support lIl. lJ3 dlspl~ce4 to tD 06767fJ •. 
L/l/S continued to move in d1.reo1d.on of 1/)6 pOai14on, K/'I$ was 300', ' 
meters to the east.. I/>/~ moved to the W8S~-~ c~tiLot r..aihed very 
l1ght..At.lJOSH Arc Light strike 141 waa ~pped in ''91a1rl1ty ot i"D 93~, 
a secondary explosion resulted. 'J;/l. on or4er ~9Jf.!4to liZ ~ invic1til1;y 
of Yl> oSo620. 1/)/12. was holo-lilted ttGft YD' onSlrl t.o2/1 Command ~ost. ' 
Lift was completed at l73OH. 

" 
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During this day ot operation contact was 4nns1dered,ltpt hVt .,.g­
nif'1cant. At 0645ft. 0/1/1 discoVet;ed ,tMo 'NYA KIA,.tm' O'666;~' 
Patrol also found two dispatch .caseS with documentsatl'D ~~~l. 
At 082.5H, a reconpatrol observ,ed 40 to 'SOolvl11,ans coarryit)g· 
bundles and wearing mixed oloth1ngand herding oattle, "tDOv1ng East . 
on a road at XD ~l~. 2/1 at '06SOR. 'reported ·tba6they .naci ;0 to 
60 oivilians that were moving East al(>1'11I'ouU. 9. in .... ~cl.ose Foximity 
to their position. 2/1 reported tbey llereholdinl them tbere clU'rently 
and had requested D'T. .lot 101511. "2/1 re~rte~ that ·tbe,oivili$ns 
being detained by F/2/1 at XD 991S56 v.rEt 1nterroga~ anairivsst1g. 
ation revealed that 18 families ot aMOntll,prde Vi:~getto.the .'LU 
Area were moving ·to CAM 1.0. The ·viUap ;h~Q,_~ ~ 1'O.bit possession, 
a letter ot introduction trom C*1iV .. _CAM LQ,ni1ltrict. Thereasop 
given for '!loving was to leave 't1;le area' under bomb1ng and artillery . 
tire. At 1425H, B/l/l was under mortar attaoL' 11.'l,/lreturned 12 " 
rounds of mortar at suspected INA at YO .0256/.1.7. ~tU1QrY. .l'IlissiQn 
also called in on NVA poSition witb zte~Ult,s un~.Q1274:-at lSl~. 
was under mortar attack. G/2/4 !'eoetf"~2 ~~.r()u.nd8 'est'ima"d 
to be 82mm, from a position suspected~Q:be .• n NVA position £;'om 
YD 053647 to YO 055652. 0/2/4 retur.ne.~ f~8. 'with artill.ty and.81mm 
mortars. Incoming mortar tire ceased. im!1\8~telY. .Unit sustained 
no casualties and results ot counternre"un\CnoWn~ At ~6'OH. L/3/S 
engaged some 20 NVA at YD 011616. The WI.. oommenoed tir.ing. L/'J/S 
returned fire immediately killing tour NVA ocmlUmed 4QQ 18probables. 
At 2017H, Recon tadio %'elay at YO 096;22 r.pOr't.ed,co~~t. with NVA .• 
Mortars and small arms fire was re~ived by the.:radio rilaj'uu1t.' 
Fire was returned by the unit and NVA fire Md .oeased by 2040H. Ul'l1t 
sustained no casualties. 

p. D4"12 (27 July 1966). AtO~OOH 1/'·ri.~~219.cro.ssed, the line of 
departure and moved South to seize and oocu"P.1 .. the,1.r,as~1grie4. ,Qbject­
ives. These objec~es were, QII at YD '0'61 •. 110".1:, YD'06f:6,~ at 
YD Cff6S and BDUlt at YO t1lS. By 10ZOH 1" llad,$e1zedand ooeupied 
objective :WI, no contact was made. 2/9 oont,inUed to move south toward 
objeotives TWO and JOua. A 84 2 4 oommenced aU' lift f om 0000 RA 
tQ... PHU BAl via fixed wing aircraft. At 1 • ~ Q real' ,po nt of a 
-patrol observed one WA coming through ,at YD.102~.n"The point and 
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patrol took cover and prepared to ambush the UYA. , NVA came w!thin close 
proxilni ty of the patrol and patrol jumped out to grab him. The NYA 

~, raised his hands and presented a safe conductpaCls. At ;l.lt>OH,}'l/)/S 
wa.s moving. One unarmod HVA approached the end. 'Of the column at ID , ' 
014617. He stated that he Wished to surrender as he had origi.nall1 

, been captured by the INA and ordered to gather information on the U.S. 
~ Forces. Capti ve was evaluated. G 2 de arted DONO at 11 via 
F R h Rider Conv south as secur1ty l'or t e QOrtv to H' 
r continued tea ao 0 S BO an occupy 0 eo Ye . e', , 

objective 'lWO was seized. ' l/3 then occupiec1objt>Qti: ves 'QNE ,arid TWO '-
o and was consolidated on these positions for the- ni~t'.' 2/4. lift -to 
" PHU BIU was canpleted at. l20$H. 2/4 con tinue'c1to _p1'OVid~ o~ Ca1lp~ 
f 0" "'Mo hour alort and the BattaJion (-) on a -to\1r h~ alar.t' in com­
~ pJ.-~ce with their assigned mission as Task For,oeDelta reserve, '3/S 

I
r continued to conduct search and de~trcy operatio~in asdgned zone 

and canpleted displacement of thei~ Ooxnmand.Post by l2'47H to XD-979S86. 
l 2/9 continued attack to seize objective THREE. Objective 'lH~ WI1~ 
I seized by 144SH and was occupie~by 2/9. Fliendly casualties were I recorded as 122 KIA and 437 WIA Wi th 661 NVA KIA oon!1fmid, -.837 KIA 

probables, and 12- NVAO. 'lhese casualties were cumulative .from D-14 
on 1 July 1966. '., 

Q. ])tol) (28 JulY 1966). In, hours of darkness' ~ tsAonclucted m,ht 
detensive operationS in asSigned areas ot re8pons1b111ty~ .l~bUshes,. . 
patrols, and listening posts were condu.oted •. 2/4 at Pij'tJ BtU eontinued 
to maintain one canp&lV on two hour alert and the bBtt~l1on (-) on " , 
four hour alert in canpli.ance with assigned Mission as TaSk Force , 
Delta reserve. 3/4. provided security foJ' Task ,ForQe Delta. 'Commimd 
Por:&t and maintained a Sparrow Hawk Sguad. 1/1, ,2/1, and 3/S. QotlCiueted 
a ,,loo and dostroy operations in assigned zones, , 2/9 «tot. O8ooH, orO~~~d 
phase Une RED, moved south to' seiZE). and ocoupy objective FOUR,' At," 

~083OH patrol ot 1st Fbrce Racon reported appro~t81yl$O.to ~o NVA 
- in their area vic XD--2!.952B. Artillery was oalled in onNVA poe1t.1oh. 

Ji.s a result the patrol reported 15 NVA KIA confirmed.Mi':r ~es wera 
called in. Results SO NVA KIA·confirmed. At, 08W:litlle lBt For.~e Reoon 
patrol reported SO NVA at XD 919528 carrying out th¢;,-. d.ea~ .. ~lery; 

• mission again called in on position. Total results Qyartill~ and' 
air was reported &I 65 KIA contirmed,and 20 WIAcpz1Obable,At l!2lSH, 
M/3/5 discovered a cache of WI. gear at XD 999$9',; Reoov~ed 1 1I1~ch1ne, 
gun, 1 oil case, 1 bayonet w/soabbard, 1 map oas.".<4blBllket"j Lal. " . 
sweat shirts, 12: lchald. uniforms, 6 Pl'. ot drawel"",A.pr •. of' ffoOks, ) 
bags of rioe, , hammocke, 2 PI'. sneakers" ).canteen,~l·_galine,.lSO, 
rounds ot 7.62mm IIlnl!l)lni tton, !sO teat of prime It oord,:~ 200 .p~ ot TNT. 

19 "'. '" 
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At 1315H, M/3/5 discovered another oache at XD9~9.s9)"wl}icll. included 14 

sweat shirts, 84- pair trousers, 9 hand grenruies,30 ha.pmooks,5~agsor 

medical 5u'''plies, and 40 pair shorts. The area. blI.d b&en used within 

the past two days. H/2/1 at 224SH ambUshed an unkn(Mn number of NVA at 

XD 977572. Engaged NVA with small arms and 60mm mortars with results 

unkno'rm. 

r. 0+14 ~29 July 1966). 1/1 conduoting 'search and destroy oper­

ations in assigned zone. Operationsc consist~,~~8~ll unit search and 

destroy t~ patrols seeking NVA ~tragglers •. AtO~H 'J/12d~6placed 

Battery F/2/11 to SLF. 2/1 'conducted searoh and destroy operations in 

assigned zonn with emphasis on patrolling out tromtlle company positions. 

1/3 conduoted search and destroy operations ,in assigned zone with 

emphasis on patrolling to the north. 2[4.roMainid d Task Force Delta 

res~e located at PlIO BAI, 3/4 continuM to provide'security tor TFD 

Commnnd Post and to maintail1 the Spa~owHe.w1< sq,Uad..,/, oonduoted 

search and destroy operations in assigned zone;exoept InlSarA. K/)/5 
continued to make preparations to displace. 2/9 moved over1.and by foot 

to TFD Command Post at YD1'32592. 2/9 arrived at.TFO at 110,SH. Whiskey 

Battery lift oommenced at 114-SH to DONG HA and was completed by 1J55H. 
At 1200H, 2/9(-) departed their command post by truck convoy and :ar. 

rived DONG HA at 1530H. Both units will remnin in DONG HA overnight 

and move to D. A NANG on )0 July 1966. At 1)3QH 1~/; and KIlls lift 

conunen~e~~o re~urn to Shi]S of the SLF.· At 14trD/1}! app~lieij[eQ, . 

one NV'A whn walked up to D 1/1 posHion waving a CWb1te cloth and sur ... 

rendered. NV'A was evacuated to the Command Po'8t"~. At 1800H patrol Of' 

First Force Recon unit was a~bushod by stxNVA at XD915978 • . NVA were 

wearing black P.J. 's and armed with bolt aotion'tyPeweapons.' The 

ambush l-laS aotivated about 15 meters f'rompatrol. Patrol killed two 

NVA and wounded one. Napalm qelivered in~Q atea appeared to have killed 

the MI1l8.ining four to include the HIA. The tecori unit ~usta!ned4 

WIA, not serious. Patrol waS retracted at -19,OifttoilHCD9744?2-. Cas. 

ualties are record"d as: friendly; 123 XIA. Ju1<1 la40 WIA,arid ene~; 

788 KIA confirmed, ~2 KIA probable, and 14NVAO~ 

s. D+1i ~ JU1~ 1966,' At o6'JOH. 1/1 di~la¢ed,from"YD072604, 
to CAM 10 aljiS2. t 1 arrived there at 10301t~ 2/1 continues to .; 

conduct searoh and destroy operations in zone 01' tespons1billty.and 

~epares to assume responsibility or, "J/Szone qpotf the'diSplaoem$ntof 

3/5 to the SLF. 1/3 continued to condue~searoh and dostroyo~tations 
in assigned zone and at' 06)OH assumed control' ot~",1/'1·Zorie.At-0720H,. 2/9 

commenced lifting units via ti"l{ed wing~1r.orittw 1)A NANG.·Z/4 . 

continued aSSigned miSSion as Task Force Delta'feaerve'snd commenoed 

movemen.t by Rough Rider C,onvoy to DONG 1lA at OSOOH. 'Movement completed 

at 1320H. 3/4 oontinued to -provide seourity £0%' TFD, Command Post, LSA, 
1/12 and to maintain Sparrow Hawk Squad. 375 displaced from this command,l 

20 
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t>ost at XD 98058$ to 2.Jl.. cCJ!I1Ilantt post a.t. -... ,8¥4t.".··)ti.tbi&i4tt ·to, ~F >: .... ~J.t.:', 
l\tlere OPOON Wllllt be chopped at caupletion,.ot l1ft,;At. . Colo' '.:l-, .. ':J 

D. W passed the lIl'1and of bth Nerine '. to on D. 

CE ., erumu • .' .', . ,avu . 

convoy to await transportation to 1)\ NANG. At. 1l8CX1I. OPOON 'Ojt"#H . 

chopped. to ~ Marines at 1332H.3!t;; lift, wa&c_A8d'at,lS~H. 

OPCON of. 3/5 chopped to CTG 76.5 at lS2Slika(~\ aM,' .....••. !'W'I .. t.·_t~., 

dtsplacement ccmpleted at 16l61l. FoUJ'th . nea 'ft~·Ri_-C~ 

south to PRU BAI arrived at 200Cl1";''t,>j, .... 
'''',. 

the defense 0 n on ~ded one cam 

1~Qnal'Y force. a vo an . 0 »a..I.'PIII4f;:" 

Bltttalion.. 3/4 continued provicti.rig seourity tor, the Task PbrceIlelta 

command post. l/J,. was ohoppedoPOON to·Jl'.Lnt. Marines ~t., Q9QOH. 

El2/l{.) was litted to DONG HA to provide sGO~W t~r ltouib fti.der 

Convoy return to PRU Etu. First Force Recon patX'ols mad800ntaci 

with NVA wh1l1e on an inser'tton. One patrol ausWned Oll • ..wu.as ", 

result and ex.traction was made 1.l1m1od,ia.tely. 

11. Resu].. ts 

a. pr.Lendlj, oasualtLss, ~W I*: 
n -
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b. En. gapuilti" . 

~
1) 788 KIA CoonfU'me4) 

(2) 908 KIA {probable) 
0) 17 WAC 

c. Friendly equipment 101l8es. Neg1.1g5.ble •. 

d. llhe5Y equipnent losses 

(1) Weapons 
(2) Web Gear 
(3) Grenades 
(4) Packs 
($) 12.7 rounds 
(6) 1'1ines 
( 7) 61/82mm Mortar 
(8) 7.62 rounds 
(9) Money 
(10) Documents 
(11) TNT 
(12) Medioal suppli as 

12, AdI111nistrative Matters -
a. St.rengths 

( 1) Etf~oti Ve in the field .tr811gth,,, ot H.ad.g,uarw1'8, Task 

Force Delta, Infantry and Artillery batt8l1, OIl't--4 tbe I"eoonn~as~e 

group on the day they were canmi tted are aatoll.owo:,- '" .' 

UNIT -
HqCo 4th Mar '(includes 
TFD i.ugrnentation) , 

2ndBn 4thHar 

3rdBn 4thMar 

lstBn 3rdMar 

3rdBn 5 thMar (S1F) 

lstBn lstMar 

2ndBn lstMar "., 

, - .,. ,.+ - - . 

36 1 166 1 

26 1 ,00 ".J1 
47) 

.. 
,~'~'~i 24 i 

24' 2 471. l,.:,t 2$ 

60 4 1220<' ,c'4f 

19 0 437 . 25 

28 l' ~l&a., 
/ 34 

22 
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18 Jul 
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UNIT 
OFFICER ENLISTED M TE OOMMITTED 

- USMC USN USMC tJ~ 

2ndBn 9thMar 19 0 -, .. 30S 
, 

11 20Jul 

3rdlb 12 thMar 31 S 533 12 1$ Jul 
.. ' 

Recon Group 7 0 9>, 7 1, Jul 

b. (Jaaualt;1es; 
DEATHS 

KIA 124 
WtA ' . '" " ' . 

472'(0£ tlii~ total 126 d1dnot 

req~ 'Elvacua:t1onand were. 

not-ava(,uatedf'rdn their units) 

WON-HOSn:LE 2 

. CAPl'URED 

" ".j[", , ": 

c. casual ty Reporting . ,'., 
'. ' 

(1) Casualty Re~rt1ng,wa8 carried, CNt'~ ~co~ce
 with 3d " 

Marine Di.vision Order 3OW., <,. -. 
.,'. 

(2) The 3d Battalion, 5th Marines aCo6ll1pl1ihad ltiawn casuaJ,tu 

reporti, j ) Casualty' Reporting Teat'l\8 ¥tre 8t&t~0J)~ a t all evacua t1 on ' 

points. "Atland liD" Med the'PRINCETON an~REPOSI~ ' ft OR'iM8d. and USA 

DANANG were covered by r~resenta.ti va. ~~ ~'f1.ss:cm' euuntyo '&porting , 

Center. At these points 1dent1.t1oat1~«n
d. me'~041:1rifor

lliat1on oonoerning 

the casualty were gained. This inf'ormat1.on Wait then forwarded to the po1rlt 

where Service records were located.' 'lbe neces;8.l7 saMea record 1nfomat~ 

ion was then matched With the'i4el1t:L~~t1<z
 ahdmed.1ca).1ntomation. ,. '., 

Foms with the canplet~d1ntoma,ti
on.·tter~; then toi'Warded~;.1n most instances 

by courier to Di. viSion CRCe ."
 " '.' , ' 

(4) Service reoorcllf~ ~t the jc1 Battal1oD, 5th Mannes were located 

aboard the usa PRrNCETON. S,e.m.co recorda of' the 1St Batt8.u.on, 1st 

Marines were m~ved tl'Qft ~NANG, and lemoe reoords trQll ~l PHU BAt baaed 

uni ts were moved to a oentralized location in the 4th Marines OP at PHU 

BIt.I. Ille ot the ditticult1es encountered was inaoquiring casualty 1nto~ 

matLon from the USS REPOSE ,because of a lack ot comun1Ott10n and/or trans­

portation. 1b1s difficulty was resolved by a OOl.lriel' tJ"QIS the casua1tq 

reporting team aboard the ~OSE, utUiling whatever traneportat1on possible, 

doli vc~r1ng casualty reporti:ng tol'fU to PHU BAI. The tl'1p fran. the usa REPOSJ!: 

to PHU BAr· on ocoa"ipn took.as long as 36 hours to CClIIlplete • 

. ~ , 
. . . . , 

d. SupPll 

(1) the pJ'imary source of supply was tran.t 

---.. i' 
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(Ca) Force Logistics Support Group "An 
t(b) Force LoCistics Suppon' Unit, #2 

(1) ChI'onology ot Logistics bu1ld up. 

• )aHUlt f:;Jr,: 
3480 
8er: 00431-66 
17 Sep 1966 

~ l' 'I 

fL.r 'flo 
It.. S V ~ 

(a) 13 July 1966 a base ot' 8ll 0181,.8 ot supply was est,­
ablished at L& locateel 1nJDlCl.W1,,,-,,. The base eatab118hed was 10 daye, 
Class V and 5 days. classes I through IV tor 1 battaJJ.on and 1 bat,tel'1' 

(b) 15 July 1966 a l;>u11d upcgmnenced'to 5 days all:;-OU~EJes 
for 3 infantry battalions a.n:l, Slp,port1ng art411er.V.~' aotion was -
completed on 18 July 1966 and involved the tranSport ot 1.) mlllion 
pounds, all~_JiJCecl:wl.Mm..li1..!b the 8XOfIlSi1gn ot a ve'1!$' small amount 
ot Class V transported to the LSA by oonvoy fltc;m PHU ,Bill. 

(c) J.s 4 battalions and 2 batteries were added, 11tt re­
quirement were increased to attain a goal ot 8_. ()~SS V and 5 days 
all other classes:. Thiia requiranent necessitated ail,average daily sus­
taining rate 0£. 115 tons por day by air 1n addition to bu1.ld up. 

(3) Sl)pply point dl.stributd.on was e8.bl1.btc1:lpr~ ~t~onS, 
4 b2"tteri~s and the Headquarters. Unit disttlbutS.on ~enabl1ahG4>t~ 
5 battalions and 2 batteries. Supply point -d1at~1;5Aq_J"~J:!a.ged about 
100 tons per day; Unit distribution Whelioopter av~ged "bout?S tons 
per day wi. th a peak day ot 110 tons. " 

(4) Dt1ring Ope~tion Hastings . the .rec.tJ.njiIN 4,,500 tgng 
ot supplies ~ ;:i~~~ __ w1!!&,_<?:,~I!-£M~~a.nd16O -w.a::btnp$-,,~lt.J~~ . 
rider.. Additionally 100 tonsot Clas8Inl'Wi8-delival'~-_1rr~U 'and 
240 tons ot Olass IIIA and a40. tons of.OWs-V 'IV cUSN JARK~l0aQ1n8 tran 
YFU:t e.. lllring the same timo 1190 tons 'otwpPl1es W~"l:lnt 'to un t8 by" 
helicopters,~ 9.00 tons w.ere'Pi9ke~.\JP".;:~. tl.,11&t:t. h8'L._.SA.Wt.'rUCkS. 
At the close of Operation Hast.ings,,~p-}l~'?OJtlloa.~~~' •• l'e 15 
days allowance for a regiment. In part!oUl. -lthe01>.180~ve was' atol1ows: 

CLASS -
I ,Mlri r-f' 

II ri 

e.. Maintenance ., . .., 

III pdf.-

IV ' II," ~ ~ 

;mys -.- . ,"'1$. 

.' ~::,' 

, ,:'~ 
\ : 

:'""" , ,'$ 

,- -, 
.. ) . 

.,. , -Jj:tta .. :l.I' wh1p}l. was 
, eataW.bed $t 10 

days) . -

(1), . Limited )rd echelon mainten&nQ8 tor- ordM,nce, 'motor trans­
port and canmunication equipment w.as available in the LSA. Equipment re­
quiring maintenance beyond organic or LSA capability was evacuated on a 

--__________________ ~ __ 2_h ______ ~~ _______ ·1IIIP __ ~ ______ ~J 
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f. Treatznent ot casualties and EvacuatioB and HO~21talization. _ j __ 

,-

(1) i1. Shock and RaSu8itation Unit was established at t~ LSA at \\~:~~. 
!X)NG .Hki Casualties were evacua.ted through~8·facU.1 tu.~a.lt1ea 
war'e then further evaeuate<;l.to itA" Medancl 'the M()l.'f:I'·S~rJ,OU8~;:t? we." 
further ovacuated to "C'· Medae well·ct.s NSA lliNA,a. ,As the. ope~~t1on __ 
progressed, the ,facili ties aboa.rd the USS PrinootoQ.' 88 -well ~8 the USS 
Repose were utilized. 

(2) Dur1~g the pan.od 14 j~y t~9ugh.)1'Jul.y, -~ to~ C?f-~ 
patients were treated by I~ •• Evaoua1;1on lfa~ as .f9U01fSI, 

Nt}{BER 

339 
107 
107 
164 

39 , 
141 
902' 
g. Tran!portation· 

LOCATION 

-usa REPCSE, 
uss Pm:NOETON I f. ,. 

tlA!', KS> .. '" I. ,~. 
rIC" ;MIl'T\. : '. ~ • '. . 

. l".LI:AIoI'I .'.1 " _ 

JJlVN . to MVN, ~U oct! on point 
Captives to,collec~~on point 
RetUJ'l18d t.o duty 

, ' 

(1) Transportation ~". pn.maJil¥ by .tr 1Q.~h 4xed, willS trail. 

I 
.! 

Dt\NA.NG and PHU BtU and helicoptar in the, objectiv8l\Z'ea...TNcks were., . 
used to convoy sene personnel. an;l8uppll~ b'CIIlPHtJ Bin to DPNO Hh,.. One 
addi tional convoy t l'CIC ~NANG: ,resuppUecl the. 'I&, 'wi tb .8Cfte ·oUtss I an~ 
Olass V. YFU's were utilized to transport. ~(llasa, III arid. Olae8 InAirClll . 
NSA. to roNO Hl~. i ; 

, .-
"1

110 
.... I 

h.. Communica t10ns . • , .... : 
1. Medical Evaluation. 

(1) The ostabl1shaent of a Shock ~~ Re~"tA.on ~t; ;~t the 
tS4 proved to be an-excellent advantage. the o.we.:-p~ .• :otth18 . 
unit to the objective area saved several aveS'1Ih1ch III8J. ~vt' been,lost , 
it a longer medical. evacuation had have baen :re~l'ed., ,'lbe /~o.e~oop­
erat10n and coordination of medioal 'evacuation b7 h,u.~\e~.i .. note· 
worthy. 

.., . 
..•. ~ 
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a. Lessons Learned. Although most ot tho following lessons' 
learned have been stated betore, t1.1eyareati.~ 1mp~r~tenougb 
to emphasize again. . 

(1) Troo~D1.Sir8ion. Troops bunching up .conti rues to be : . 
the most flagrant ola on or bea1c 1I'd.11tary'p~0C1ples.I' ,OOC~8 
in every phase of an operation. It 1s worSOi.on'thelanding',one 
(both on landing and extraction), at ti.mes ot .roeupplVon po.s.t1on, 
and when the troops have been relieved tl'om the l1nes and they are 
moVing into bivoua.c. Comparv Commanders, Platoon Leaders, and Squ.ad 
Leaders must be told repeatedq to lce'P 'their ll1en welld1epersed at,' 
all times in the combat Jlone. Once 1s not en.. This must be clone 
every da;,v and prcmpt correct! ve action must be talcen eve't'1 t1JI1e troops 
are not properly disperled. 

main foro~~) anrEit8J£_: t~6;s~i.a,;;!t. -:.:r:t"!:ue'aUa~ 
patrols is tho only solution to the probl." 'No ~ t sh~ld ntove 
into ambush terr&1n wi thou t c<*plet8seQur1 tr to tront, tlanks, and 
rear. Standard North Vietnamese tac~ lltake USe of deoc,. to lure 
units into ambushes. IndiViduals or aftallgroups that make tbElll­
selves obvious and run into areu where good cover and oonoealment 
exist are good indicators of an ambush. 'l'he area they haie '«1tered 
should be saturated with artille17 before the area 11S carefully 
probed 'tu scoute and mutually supporting patrols. The main IN-W .. ~l,; 
azv elsnent should be moved into an area W1tb great JH~u.t1on ~~en 
onl¥ when a ocmpletebas 0 of fire has been~lt;~p lUldflloi't&rs bave 
been registered. A squad of the enEII\Y 1-sn't'WoW;lfihel1te ot even 
one :t-!arine. MovElllent into ambush terrain mwst bil Pi'ifCedad'by a 
thorough search of all the high ground, 'Wd1r&nt "tct1d.ll,the __ 
with our supporting arms-not with ltfie., penaaeaandbayonets.lf 
detailed probing isn't practioa.l then l'eoon tu firemut be used. 
ThiB means artillery, mortars anel air as the primary 1Il~ and 
organic infantry weapons as the eeoondarymans. When 8ooutSand, '. 
patrols make contact, they should be withdrawn under t,be, cover ot 
the base of fire and the area eat\U'ated with supporting~. 

(3) En?o use otMortar •• , . ~, un1,', t ~~t.ooo. ,UpLe8, .. pol1 tion 
tor more than 2Ll_OYri ganapog£,t.o .. oa -;tAM. 'F~ . 
hazardous is terrain surrounded 'tv h1gb_ ,cuM and.:,ocw..-eca with 
trees. Tree burstsintene1t,y the letbal1tyotmorl!l",:.1 Mo.t"mdttB1' 
attacks are experienced at resuppJ,yt4Ae"When tbe .. ri.~ anddepal't­
ure of helicopters give away the untt location or at nS.ghtattertho 
enemy ha.s observed preparations tor d1gsing in tor thenigbt. Troops 
who do not wear holmets are particula:rly wl~, :~~~,~;~!, .. ,~. 
even when in foxholes. Another enEll\V tactic 18 to lob a t. roiUils 
into advancj..ng troopa,·,then wait Uil\U ~OUP8 o~egate tomm:'---""-" "::7"'"1 
1I11111l!1Q4 e.n~ :op - . ..,rwo r1gl1;61n on t<>p of tham. ~~$~W~~~ 

.":',~ ", 
~.tt".:;-r:.iV ..... ".'. 

-,~ -~ 
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(S) !:':j;m..e~ Fit'e on Eng" S1shtin&s.-Tiliu,'·a.nd t1me aga:1.n 

en~ troops we.£'8 si tea 6i reoon ana ot'fi~Un1,1;ewb0HcaJ.le<1 a t~ 
rounds of artillery in on the enSlt.Y'_ .WhUeltr:l'" ~o,t:..u;ge$j~d tb4Lt 

artillery m.lunition should beW$et&d,"1ih_ pje.Q,t:Loe·t?t'A~ me ()r 

two rounds at a time on amall·groups.'Qt·ell".18~AA.~i~ettect1.ve use 

,r artillery. J3attery volleys should be .. used ,.nd'ropo~ted 'as long , 

as there is a reasonable chanCe of hittins ~e ;tne.llV •. 

(6) Wlthdraval £ran otten$1.Videte~".'.H!n. An e8a~t1a.l 
part of moVing a at out of an otren~ve7deem. p~'t1Oh 18 'the ,.' 

use or supporting anns to cover tho' movement. 1Ihet.her on foot or by' 

helicopter, All avenues ,of approaCh av~~~le~·to. tM:~ •. IN'l'~ 
covered by tire. These tires mustbe Oon~u.0l1a,Wh~pol9$tb1e,to " 

keep the eMIIV !'rom musing a force to attaok tht lin1t Wb11e it' i,:; " 

leaving the p,osi tion.The laste14l11ant. to·l,ea" •. apositiO!ltllust'be 

covered by elements whioh have alreactr move<Fout.· _No gap shWldbe 

p81'!11i t ted to develop between the rraS.n bo~ and ,tl\~ J~.ar . gua~.. fi.ming 

ot a Withdrawa11s vital, and nothing must be perM{tted to del.~ the . 

movement. Resupply must be anticipated and must ~ot,hold up the -
movement. ' ' 

(7) ~ovE)zzrePair ot. .HGl1~terh" .~ ri~,8~tor&,heav ' 
lift helicopter to re rIove apwn&:l~e!o~w"" ~np~~t$ted. ,'T' • 

Tactical troops w:ra required to renlSin toO JO~.~lr"~'o8'",,ve8s to 

protect downed halos. Ei thel" thfq aboul.d be l1tted out or repair 

teams dispatched quickly j to el.1m1nate the or.l,s1s ~t alwqs develops 

just before dark,ot hav:Lng to w1 thdraw- tr,00Pc8 during pOo~ cOnditions ' 

or, equally as bad" having to re1nforce 811d reauppl1a"un1t tied down 

on such a. mi Bsion. ' . 

(8 ) nare . P1a A'V'a1l.!;9U;1V _,In an. errdrdllttl'lt such as' 

Hastings continuous oove:rage sy one or mOl'e ,.flare plane is a MUst. 

Tho min1.m'Wll acceptable posture is $~ alert oapable ,ot dropp1ngthe 

first nare in 10-1, minutes. It oooperat1on'does not provide this 

level of support, then request to 11A.OV shoUld be taade to d1.reot that 
it be provided. ' . 

(9) Control of Hel1co,Et8l"s, Po~t4ve cpntro1 ot' helic~~s 

oan only be a.ssured bi proper brIe1\ng ot all pi).ots. ' P1lotLf"t\O have 

not flown in the area and88po,ci.4'J.~those,#Oftll)\~,'Qand 0HtJ l,AImuet 

be briefed on procedures and reatr1otiona in t~ ,.oOabat area. 'Pemission 
to land must be obtained from the mao and the area tor lanaJ.rig'~st be ' 

clearly deUnea~_"lred. _ 

. [W.~W~~IDJ 1 
-'- _'T~'~ '~-__ ~T .:--.<1.-.':.::.>", .. :, ~~~ .. a.""..&=&d~,"';'-'~ __ ~_'~~~~/ _ .~ ~ 
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(liD) The tem IId~s of supp~" for MITlunition and fuel becomes 

monninr:loss when the average daily axpendi ture exceeds: the 005 l!q,r two 

or three times. Everyone concerned must be kept informed of the number 

of items on hand, tho number of it€lll5 expended" a.nd the number of items 

bcinG brought into the dumps. Dump levels must be predicat'ed on apend,.. 

i tures instea.d of on a theoritical level stated in tems of DOS. 

(ll) Arc Light Strike. '!ho Arc Light Strike is an effective 

tactical weapon, however, it must be properly f,i£ted, into the ground 

commandert s scheme of mJ.neuver. Arc Lights must be in responso to, his 

request, not forced upon bim, Time space factors of troop movements arc 

controlling factors in dotormining whether an J.~rc Light is desired. In 

mountc.'l.inous, jungle tGrr~_!l:_~"1.l......~ake a unit· th:ree days to move the 

3,000 meters safety distance, makinc the Arc I,~ ght an obstaole rather 

trian . a::oenoiJ .. t to the ground forces. 

(1L2.) l1arking of LZ's. Helicopter landing aone& must be 

clearly marked with panols bY all units and r.laMen by personnel who 

have been trained to (liroct the pilot to E. landin~. 

b'e Host. of tho operating arEta. '-HiS uninhabited, resulting in very:/ 

littlo civil affairs actiVities. The Psycholoeica.l W~rfarc Opor.::.tions 

aro discussed in dotail ~n enclosure' (9). 

15. Recommendations. 

There a.rc a number of recOI,lIilondC',tions included in the enclosures. 

A majOri ty of than can.. and will be ected ow by this hoadquarters. Of 

particular noto aro those included in onclosure (8)(Air Operations). 

L. E. ENGLISH 

.,' 

28 
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From I Commandil'l6 otl1oer, 181; Marine. 
TOI Commanding Ot£10.~, 4th Marine. 

~j. Oomba1i A.tter-AOUon Report 8-66 

Jl, \' 

I!b!.," 
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1st BN, 1st MAR LUG ,",0 ~~ -I:I; 

HEADQUARTERS 
1et Dattalion, 1st Har.l.nos 

;-:.... 1'1."'" .,f"" ',.. . .. ''',.' 1st Marine Division (Rein)·,.1' 
f !' I II t if San Francisco, Calitomia., 96602 

COpy f!J O~~ ccrn,~ 

'C~\ @oot1LiA~fl~ 

From: Co:nmand.ing Officer 
To: , COIL1l1andine General, Task rorce Delta 
Via.: Colll11aJ1ding Of'1'1cer, 1 st Marines 

3/m/jmb 
3100 
Ser No. 
6 August 1966 

" Subj: Combat A!te~Action Report 8-66 

"\ 
'. Ref: (a.) Maps VIETNAM, 1 :50,09Q."AHS,.J'riH--tt1O~, Jlheets ~~LIII, 

. 6460 IV, 6)61 ;t-,mf-'361 n ' " .~-
(b) 00, 3rd MarDiv'Msg 122310Z July 1966 

Enol: . (1) Operations Overlq'~ ,,1/ /=:. ~ .• Q ", /. "1 

(2),.., Sketch ot NVA Campsite ) ~ ... !1-( .... t. 

(3 ) '" St.reani· OVerlay , 
(4) ,Trail Overlay 
(5) ;'Sequence of Events 

1. Code, Name: HASTINGS. 

2. Dates of Qperation: 161045H - 31C»30H Ju4r 1966 

3. location; QUANG TRl Province. See Enclosure (1). 

4. Contro; or Command Headwar!;ers: Task Force Delta 

5 •. TMk Organization: 

1 st Bn. 1 at Ma.!1nes (-) 

CoJllllWld Group Alta. 
LnTm, Etr.y A, 1st Bn, 11th Marines 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CoB 

11 th ,';at' 1r~es . 10 TIn; BtJ7 A., 1 e·.~ I~Yl; 
ro Tm,. 81m Mort Pht, 
Det CoJDDl 1'lEI. t, ms Co 
Det ~d ·Pl8.t,'"H&S Co 

*5' 'Co ,",-

Compw C . ' 
t .' 

Cae 
FO Tm, Btry A, 1 st Bn, 11th Ms.r1nea 
FO 'i'm_ f1'i :n:.: F.Jt"t Flat, fltS Co 
Det., Cor~ll a~J ~ IUS CO" 
Det, l,!'~d Plat,l I~,3 Co 

,Qompany D 

'Co D '.\ . " . \ 
FO Tnt, :Jl:,ry A, ., st Bn, 11th Marines 
PO Tm, S1mm Mort Plat,,· titS Co. .1 

Det, Comn Plat, IU3 Co 
Det, "hd Plat, lEeS Co 

': 

81mrn l~_tt..U,~U=j_. IGS Co 

6. Supporting F'Cl ce$., Ref~rence (b). 

" 

,', 

,. 
.,. 
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n.. SisnUlooot Evonts. 
, ." . 

'(1) At 201230H, Co~~ D 1'$001VOO.8 ~ volume of ll.Uto~tlo 
"m serni-l!I.utomn.t10 wacp~nB ,tire fl'ClII M,estiDlf1.ted two (2) NV! platnone, . 
vel! entronohed m both sides ,..,f n stream vioinity onnrd1nntos (1)> Q44626) , 
(n 050626), pn:\ (m-0496~) •. Fire wns reoolYod fr0m .'·1oMt.'tWO (2) .ll.i;'ht 
me.ehina guns and nne (1) heavy JM.Ohina RUn bldden 1n well oamouflaged !,osl't­
inns on either aide (If tho atrONll. lA1UAl ODOIIW' t.ire rosulted in one (1) 
tJSM) KIA Md 1Nn (2) U3!oD VIA (Evnouatod). ,.Artillery ond n1r strikos 'Wore 
enlled 1'1'1 enomy ):>neiti"nB w,1th g000 o('V01'tlgO nt tE\J."get aroa. 

, . (2) At 2Pl645H, Cnmp~ D moved .~~h tho enemy poelt1eu nr,t04 
abOV'o Met f/"l\ll1d fcur (4) NV . .A EBGF •. J~ .searoh of the 8.t'QA revealed approx~ 
ime.tell:30' one"'J¥IIl.o()vered f1ghtinghtjl,.es, two (2) machine ~ bunkers, . 

,nae (1) ChlOom somi-automatic oarbine" two (2) C,h1Com aubJllAObine guns, two. 
(2) 0h10om grenades, two (2) NVA packs w/aooe88~1ei., threo (3) NYA ga.e 
IIIMks, 250 rClUl'llis ('If Russian' 7~62JIIIJ intermed1o.te f.lJDDiun1tion, riTe (5) inag-
azlnea for ChiO"m 8ubmohtno sun, one (1) d1"W!J,.type ~t\.1i1e for'Oh!Com , 
7.6!mrn light mMhine gun, e.nd one (1) ~ O,88e oonte.1ntng personel letters 
and the C mnnmist Propnglll\da. Order tcrt QUAN S.'prO'linoe, olas81f1ed :sJ!IlREZr. 

. (}) lot 202lI.OOH. 1st Bfl.tttl.l1~, let b1nee OolllJlUm4 ;Poet located 
in lAnding z:me CROW (YJ) 05(620) l'eoa1vGd fi'prox:1Jnll.toly 50 rmmds of 81l1li1 
m~rtnr fire froT'! NVA pos1t1t:1n bal1eYod, lOOA.tod Y101n1ty (to 0,,620) t rGsul ~ 
~ in three (,) USloO 'vilA (JD.recue.;ed). Artillery mis.inn \lallod on suspeote<1 
enel!\Y JIlt'Irtar p-c!slt1nn with undeiorf1l1ned :reeults. . 

tt!l~" :3 .. ' 

\ llli~~~~~~~~~\ . 
..,..-._ .. __ .-
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, " .. {4)" ":iJ" 2.19~}J5li~··9r)t!lp~:1),~~,~c~ont;d m7~'~~J,.~~, t\t '. , 

oonrd1~nl;08- ,(n_1)~'5,6?6t- : A B,OttrOh"ot .tho,--oPDP·'.!li f,ij'~even!1.Gcl;_glit II) ,~ \ 
fr~h NVA'-#P,~eS, 'lOOO~~Bof RU;B~~~1.6~'~~med1a1;~~!;~t0n, ,'J' 

twC' (2); NVA packs w/ooo~s8f')r1ea, 'on$;J~) ~.~2nm ,~e.~ 'maolilii~ 8\lJl:"6a\:tr$l.,w, 
and lQ" ~e-lDNl oov,ercd :fighting, 'llol~B'. ·:.:so'l1wet~18 oMp dto: -to b~ '8 ',,':: 

sqund-limed"M.wueo Area" ~Odt$IJ,l?'(J1~~k1l1ed. ,d~ing'f1r.:f~ght w1~~' , 
COInfIMtY. :0 on ~ July. C.&T!lP sits Pi'P~f}'l'sa:to ~p.va Deotihest1:.ym8rulo~ , 

. • • '.. , •• ,.!, '. ~ \.-;' - ',: 

, ' (5) At 2ill~OB, ,1st B ~.ttn~A~~. :',ls~ ~irios lJO'$Jliincl G'~ilp di~";; .:, 
.onv~roc". l\ If\1'ge ~bMdC'ncd NV~ ,bbl~ ,8r~~, 1\1; oonl.'d;il1(1.7.oe, (Yn 04'.~?~). :',~ ~ 
13elievethie Flrof\'tn be,poss!'bl\'l,bl\iitp,l,1'1~ ,onl!ll'llfl.ffi.rl()st~ Scnroh'\"?f the- -'" 
aras rev-oeJ.oo 156;·"ono";'mP.\ll oov6l;e4 f',tRhtf.hgml:oS:,,"oi~l1t, (8),ci",oktn~: :', ' • 
,.l\olter~,-t'r\\U' (4) fresh NVAg.t>F,\vElel,,'si:i: '(6) O~Cr.n! grenAdes, l00:rr'l~e"') 
tlus~ifUl 7;621'!1Il intermediato l\l!II'IUnl'f;i«jl~ .s~x (~,'p.~k nXes, fQUl!o~4) o~' 
trenohingtnols, 12 'PonQhn.~ "lO'mQ~q~ tn 'hetG~)iUl!lor'('\~~·i;o~~ol'lE\l.')-(;9~' 
lit~~. ~hrf'!Ughl"Ut tho:~o~' . All. rfl,~' (4) 11'(1.' ,b~iof,!, ~G·. boll,o.v.~~~ tn, ~Q 
beeh killed by CnTnPF\l\V D c",uring- fire fight, hn 20 JUly~ , T!m cntiro"bivolJAo' 
eroa. ftPl"eared tn 'be hastily' A.balidc'inod •• , ' "' .. ' ; - [. . 

(6) At 230930H, OOl1'N\1 C and D eng~;e.n~8t~(\te4 2QC span' 
'NV). fnroa well ontrenohed on ridge lines lnoat~ (D-O-,66~;)' "ina'"(lD 027 
630) ~ , . ~oth onmpan1ee' reOo1Ted'~ t.. heavy volume',lot ,'autOllat1c,. seJnl-autoJDf\t~ 
nM' f~ket: f1re~ Fr1ehdly mite 'returned· fire' With-smAll 'Rrms,M--79·'aM. 

.6'o,nr." lTlf:'it"tf'..': fi:re •. 'Art1l1e1'ymf'l. 'armed' helioopterm1esions were ,celled on· 
. 'aJiemy' r()sit~'nns ~,'fth e:xX)~Uent, ooVerage 'of tar~et; A SE)at'ohof, tho enemy:) 

1'''tI1t1;ns roveAledGi8,h:t' <.~) NVll XBGr'~ siX'16) 'WA'KBMl'OdS. ;;~ bl~d'" 
trnils' W~Q fn'\lYlc\ l~M1ngv~t Fll'rl~;'si~thwest from the enoD\Y pl'lsit1.-ms A.ftd i 

1t is bel'iCW'ed thA,t tho m:;~ ,foro,a'suat,tiirted 30' yJU' (Probabl-'). Also"toimd 1 

werol fmlr (4) ChiOnm san1;.au:tomatlo oRl'bin;;8{ two (2)' OhiC'om' aullll8OhliiG': 
~t nne, (1) 13-:40, rooket rouM" six (6), :8-40 r,ookot lsunohe"" eight (8), 
U., ai, K-2. 6', rr, egmontat1~n, gren.et.oBi 15 "Ch1ddm~sr,' eM1~~.l;~:rO~1 Ruse1M 
7.62mm l1nk:et'I: f\IIlm\lnit1011 • .five (5) ~lWll-t1P'. 'magazines t(lr CblOom 7~62mm ,; 
lig~,t MQh1n~ P:UJt, two ,(2)' ,NVf+ 1'~1qtw/t#'Qes',sor'~~,8: ai1d~' ~8(')rt)8d_ p~S'oMt' .' 
aquipblent. Twn \,2) NVA rtIA, woro'~~,turad ~'fl'\t'Waldea:,to l'rT tNr 1htm"... 
gl\ti"n. ,'U,_~:- oasut1:lrres wera. }~~ :(2) ~~,JC!A, two <~y tfSN' m/i9 US)!) 
'''u (Evf\oUI\\cir) .,' _\ , "". ',: .. ' 

r .~.... _ .•• : 1 ~ : ~ '." OJ" I J 

" ," . (1) 'At~: ~31650Rt C'~~ D, l~fl-t~~at .(~ 03363b) reoclvpd.':'200-
.,00 rl'\\.Ulfts ('If SI!lPl1 ~rllB fire frflm ~Nl oatiI!lated 15-00 ltV'1 'l("oflted ~t '(YO 
0286~8) rosul t~ 1n~ tW(I (2), UgltD "fIA (EvaoUAtO$i). Returned flro w1 th small 
~ ".n~ ot\llod FlJ:'tilfory ~1re' nn ~n01l\Y'rbB1~fnn~' l' 1I~~~h' nt, the onem;r , 
T\"'dtinn, ravelled sovoral 'bl~rod tra.ils am t!iro~.{~) fr,.h- NVl;ba.ti;~e dross-:-
'1~ •. Three (3) }TV{ 'HIt,. (Proba.blo). ," '. " ,"",: 1 ,'r,' ':,' -

" '\ 
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(e) 'I.t 241255Ht C('IlllP/UW'D j'latrblt'nund thQ 'brd;, ~'~o (l), NVA 

KBGF at oonrdmf\tas (YD 027631). This WI',S sa.mo f\t"Oll. Ot.'M"" P'!\Y D otlgagoo 

NV/I. force on 23 July. j.JRn frund ~ere one (1) ChiOom SubWl-Oh1no :':0ln' w/2 

maga.zines t nne (1) whcC'1odcg::l'Xage w/mt"ltlllt f('l.' hct\vr 7. 62mm mnc~in., rom, ' 
one (1) 7.62mm barrel f,~ hoavy m80hmo RUnr .nno (1) un T'Bok ',-l/e.ocesaor-

1es, fnur (4) Ch.iDom grona.d.os and 1.000 roundA nf ~~u.ssil\'l'l. 7·621lDl l;nkod 

a.mmunU ion. 

(9)- At ?~133mi.~ Comva.ny ~ patrol crmclt1.ctect BO:"l.'rch ,\f NVJ~ oamp 

site 1noA.too. (n Ci4fi6?,.C:: 0 Tt.c following NV1. oqv;'t'm0l.1~ 'Tn·3 f't'IIC". '. .one 

(1) bng :J£ dooumoT.l.ts, :i.'iV0 (5) V'l.l1H of 7.62nnn 1:1.%lk.,,~, ,,·~mmit.jrm (~ .... OOO 

rnunds), one (1) b0:r.: rd',' !rt[Jria:c ll.'.sos (5 fuses) ~ ('Ila ',:i..) f.l.mmD.:.~t,j.'n r nuoh, 

two (2) blocks Ch1Cf)m ~~HT, ':;hT'~'1 (:;) ChlCom grooaC,oR, ~'i70 (~) l'..c..hr.l'I, two 

(2) ent:renching tools and f.SS0r:i;cd, modioal am Pt1I'COm:.l c,~u!,!,m(.:,·i:, 

(10) At;2417?QH, CompflllYG patrol fn'U.":'IQ. '~'W(' \~~) ley[. I1l(;:D' A.t 

Ol')(lrdinAtos (YD 031633). Both bOt'l.iEl6 were wearilw; khaki unU'fl1:ms nne1 

wero burlEln mder lc8.voso N 0 weapf)ns f')r equipmont ware f0unel with tho 

bC'd1es. Ono (1) right hEm WAS fnunC. not bo1nng1ng to o1thcrc1oro NVA.· 

Twn (2) 'NVA RBGF, one (1) NITA WIA (probable).' , 

(n)' 1'.:c 241S30R, CnmrFInY D T'l\trnl f'nund the '!lr<'7 "f "no (1) 

NV'A FBGF A.t. n0i'~anp.tGS (1n; 060633). N{'I WOAf'lOflS nr oquJ.1"lJ'Tlcnt wer~ f'1'lUld 

wi th bl'lc1;', " 

\12) fl':; 251455U, Crm:nI'l%lY B loofl.ted Pot (n> 0436)7) rooed.ved 12 

rnu.::u'ts oj 81111'1 ID()rtf.lX firo from Wi. mortAr pns:ttlon boliovcrt locI' ~o~. l'.t 

(Yl> 02504'7). ;\ir and f:lrlillary fire misainn called on suspeotcC'. lTVI 

T'ns 1 tinn with goC'('!. c (Y'/er8,{:;o nf tnrgGt. No USU) oo.eua.l tioB. 

(13) At 260sroH, Cnmpany C found four (4) Russiun 82m rook. 

roums w/oaao, ('Ina (1) !,oncho, ono (1) oartridge belt, threo (3) r.mmunit ... 

ion pnuohes A.nd. eight (8) ChiCom gronroes hidden in brush at oOC'lrd:lnate8 

(YD 0506t5). ' 

-

(14) l .. t 27l0;OH, Ba'tfll1,~ 6-2 Sorut re.trol apprehone.od ono (1) , 

'NV1l. sold1ar at onord~ntes (YD 102600). Wi. soldier was unarmed nnd hfd 

8 ae.t'e oomuct pass in hi.s possossion. NVA br~'\:l ~t to lln.ttnlir'n Cr,r,lml1l'ld. 

P'st fnr initif'l inter:t't"lgfl.til"n and was sent t() ITT for further intorrrgnt1on 

(15) At 291405H, C T1J1ro'o/ D r~.tr(\l a!1Plehended two (2) Wi. s.,ld1m: 

on trail a.t oMX'c.:i.natos (YD 102600). ' :Bt'Jth NVJ. soldiers carried CMC"'m Sub-

r.J£.china ,guns, pMks F'-nc'i. ChlC,'TIl (.\Tonf'lilee', but roadily turnod. r"Vor thoir 

wOFtJ1rms tr' tho :ar.r:i..no pl'.tr01, Bi-.th soldiers hEld seta oonduot !'IMsoe :in 

thoir posBoss1"'n. Br)th were br.~ht tn the llnttn1i~n OOmmf'M Poet !nr ~it-

1t\J. ,intarrogA.tinn nnd .. wore tumed rIVer to m for further intorrngfl.tbn. 

,.t 
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b. HVA lotUicM "'\!~d; .~; ~re;~ll"JlAatt~~ 1'ft Ja.ttUlon, 

, st Marinee enaount.er<;ltour 4 North ,Vi.t.n .. · ~~~toM "~h together 
could aecomodate 'a battal:l.onn .F.lr;h of tht:1BO' ~ttl0!it5 were 16cat.ed along 
streams for sa..,;,- access tf:> wat.er. AD. hc~d eXoellent cover fJ'(Jln Ml"ial 
observation bflc,"l1.lf'e ol '}";'(" ~ llI"s;.e canotf_v·. Cn.;.ld .. uf ovens 1<Jeredl1.f~intc 
stream bar!h;e. NHOh w:u;::.. (:",.~"d.m1d m1'n'3r(t~~' ()~:C,..-;J:m f:3,~htillZ'. I'(,",:i'\..~,:ml'J 
covered with log~ cl..~ .... c_j~ for ~\),'0tec~ion from Ilrti1l.3t""J :::nd/or aerial 
bornbardrllent. Each poait;i;on encountered is aho1'm in r:~cloaure (~), . .' 
tigures .( 1) tht'o~h (4) ,) 

(1) CLA G8llI;J. ';{;",:':<1:" ~;~.·d .... '::.3 ,rer0 found t) 0/1';.0+, 'I;;.;,L ::"~ not 
1ndicated on 'Ffie-j:Ul;\'~ ",)~', Ly :: .. i\:::!.y for():(>s. &:...;il I":tr8q,;,n ::;~."on::t.;'l'ed 
has 008n noted and i~ indicated on ~ncloaure (3). 

(2) 'I'r-F.ils. C'.rly one (~) ,::::rt used. trn.i.:I. ~'~;-1:; i~'ttn~ .:..~~ he :i.n ~he e 
1st Bt~t,talion~-T6t"'Mar.i,n0e. area of operation, w;jich \'8.S nO'1i ~1i.;J:tl'a).ed on I • 

mapa used l'r fl·~.d1'1l:r .forces o Nwu~raus i.nfrequent.ly used paths were . ;I 
tound am sevor{.;L US'.1 toroils ,~I\J out by. Mal'1.bl!la during thm opore.tion. 
The om (,) ~ll used trail fC>l.\OO duriftg th1e aperaticm is belieVed 1x:l be i . 
a ma1n infiltrntlo:1 ;r.out~ :;'!,ed, by ~he NVA to enter large valley lmich li~ 
j\1St weet of rtJ{ 1.11 v: "l~tu. ',. This' trail and seve:m.l new tr,qila cut by : 
Marim ~ are ~:how jn 0'1(;10$1'e (4). 

d. lli;.· '.'_ ~.:~ ,.~£I.~~ j~~Q..~Lj~~i'~.~~~~~.' 
t, 

( I :" r,:.ifO)'r,ld. .AJ.J. NV A soldiers e!l(.o()upt0:;'~0d by 1 bt b.Ltt cJ.ion, 
I 1st M-1.rines cturil1[; 7!>()r~!tirn Hf~STrNG5 ·,iQ.N ,~i.th~.r khak1dor green unitonDD. 
, ---......... )bst unifoI.:.1l1!? app'eared ,(,0 ':~~ new. l~early ill NVA soldier., wore lSoft . 

J 
jungle covers with camoufl.llcod materail s~d on them. }-bet of the NVA 
soldiers wore "Ho Ch:L hir.h" f\('..ndlea nlthoueh some canvas boo"'. with 
rubber eolcs '-"re T'",td .. 

/ 
(2) .pgL41p~<.·mt. All NVA soldier~.~.~p'pear~_q.....!-o ~e well. egt!Ym.~,q Jd.tJL_ 

fairly new web gear f1J1d,p8~ks. l'l:!a'rly eve:rr1tVI soldier earned '1 new first 
aid packet, mosquito. nettingJ poncho', mess .gear" eating utencils, ~d home-
made gas mask. ~"ese cas, -:,,::k$ ,-rare 'made ·.from l"laatic'mater1al awed . 
1n the shape of a hood ilith draw etring.".tDUnd the neck. Eyes were cut, 
out of the boc;",\ C1r-d ",i.:n:.' pla.st.ic' dil3kS sewed in their plaoe. Inrlde eaoh 
r,pask was thick . cotton '~"S"l I"'.e>sk reBemblin,~ l do.ton surgical mask. 
This apparentlv '\'~c.~ ~>iy::':. i.~' ccnjU!1.~tion with the plastic hood. It was also 
noted that evel'Y s():t.;Li~,,' can: :!',-,d a !' 'lne-illade wooden circular disk a.pp):·o:x'-: 
imntely seven (7) L:~:hes' in dj.p..".,et~':'. .~ ltre wae attached to this disk and 
this disk was 8C'C:,'..-'-:cltO eaoh sQlclJ.er'1'I pack" Branches and large leaves 
were then [,ttacbdto thC'f1~ wooden diaks tor C8JIlOutlage purposes. -. 
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e. WURgM end OrdnanoS' 

(1) Weapena. The!WA soldiers encountered during Operat1on 
.~ I HASTINGS we;_e. '!,U~l\;m~_J!'~~1i~~~"I'< 9J Qbi2.Q.llL.RMl...IIDI._Y.J. !IP.ol1I. A ..... 

pr1mar'jeinphas'18 W88 plaoed 011 lightweight e.uto~tlo, am sfll1",~!OJDatio 
weapOiii.· -'l15st "'lrequeril13"enc,o\iilar;r-"wea.poii-wiiellie ifii100m I ami-auto-

I mattc oarbine, Type 56 (Sov1et SBS) and the Ob1Com 1.62_ Submaoh1ne gun 
I 'Type 56, (blet AIe). Alao Wled were the CblOom 7.62D1'1 Sq\laC1 Light Maohine 
! SU!'J Type 56 (8tWiet RPD), CblOom 7.62mm LSghtlilolWle B'JI.. !l'ype " (Soviet 
\ DPM) and the Ch1Com 7.621111!1 Bea'fy ffaoh1ne ~. ~e 55 ·(Sovlet OOl'JUl1OY 
\. M 194" t During Operation HAS!l'DOS, 81x (6, B-40 rocket launoher8 Were 

oep ture4 along with three (,) :8-40 rocket rounds. 

(2) Qrdna.me. 

a. GraNdel_ Although elgl'\t (8) U. S< •. 11-'26 t~tation _ 
grenadee wre oapture4. the pl'i;J11817 ,eenade ueGCt by' the NVA lo1dlera .. _ 
the 0h10om St:lck ~. GrCad. 't . Iaoh IVA .014181' epP8&»ed to be armed With 
a 1n1li1JiWfi·or'·roUrt41""01m[{Jil.,SF_~'" .A. totaJ. ot 56 auoh snnades ware 
oaptured during the ope1'ation. 

. b. tf!mitl.s!n. ![Ihe OhiOom 7.62nm oartridge and Russian 7.62mrn 
1ntermedle.te oa.rt:rigewe:re the Ol'lly'two tYPet of emmunition encountered 
during the operatio.,., t PJaoh Wi .oldier WM well 8upJJlled With 'theae oart­
rld~l!I. It:l.s estimated that eaoh NVA .oldle carr:l.ed a m1n1nium qf 350-400 
rounds ot 8III'm.1nition u hi. baa:l.o '8UmunJ:tion allowanoe. 

t.; ;'$10, lIlnploleS& bz the NY". The taotio8 amp10red by the NY" 
agaiMt the 1st Ba.ttalion, let Marinea during Operation BASTINGS oons1eted 
01 a 8eries or atrong delaying BOtiOl'Ul designed to alav the advanoe ot 
Marine unite wh:11e ooveririg ihewI\1ifriW81,c'ir'iii':r'Jiiiii"JiUS:)8i"ci{"-NVA troolls 
tromthe ma.1ft battle aree.~'Thi'1V1" liMe "man_ruse olIdgh ground to 
oOV'Q' draw. end ravines to whioh Marine un1111 were restr10ted b{tOause ot the e 
dense 3ungle vegetation. lIIaoh defemJ1.,. pOSition oonaisted of ~ &tuies or 
mutually 8tl}POrt1ng. vaU oOmouflaged, cOV'er04 tt.g4t~ holes oe\\tU'84 
a.rmmd two (2) 01' m:>re maohine guns. IBoh de1",ing actlon enooullterecl ' 
appeared to be wen ooordinated.. He.,.. eoourat. au~mat1o end eeml-aut~ 
matte ema.l.l arm fire was suddenly 'brought iIo ~, CD adV'anoing Marine units. 
As soon 88 Marine '\m1te regdned tire IUI)t4'lcxw:l" or emPloyed supportirlg 

::arr~~tr~;!'!l:=~ 'th:n:at_c~tndc: ~~i~c!-"~t~~;i .AlOllf 
d ireotlon. NV A inOrtE!.i-· tire "appe!i~tCto' 'b;rthorougiilPl-'!iiI*~ltlmo~cut 
the area. beoause at the eoo~~ 9.t" .. t1..n.uQl:lDds on tRge:t; e:nd.1:J.re for 
eftect on target. . 
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g. Morilg and I>iI:l?1vnli11aq,. The morale and ai!SClplln~~ .. 'fife~NVA . 
. soldiers enoountered, by the 1st Battalion, ,1st Marin~~ dUJ.'1na Op~at.ion 
'~ lIASTm'GS underwent a sj;eady deo~1l1~, ,as.1'~OPQl:ft~l·P~ ,Tb!s 

trend was' oontr1b}lted to the massive. employment 9f suppprting arms and 
the,st;t'Dng, ~gresa1ve ,ao1;iofiS and l>~tNllj,~';.9,r~1:;t'~ed..out ,by ~~e.un!t(l. 

,NVA units' ~looted' ttl' ~~~l'\t .On~f~ ~h.~A_Jh~", ~e;i:~~~:.e~Lo.r,1t;y ..... , . 
in nW1pOW¢" were ~,theif' l'avcr; ':6t,~~"NV,A un1ts b~oke,o~ntao~"andhs,et~ly' 
retreated,' :J.eBVing· 4e~ and "~9~~~;~~a~4.!.u <h ~J,~eral, oooa.!I.~ons, ' the.:NV A, It ' 
eotuallydropPedt~~1"t weapons' ari4,e~pm~*t ~,:tleCl' wh~n ~we1W1tB ,,' 
gained. tire superIOrity. Informatipn :r;eceiv~; .:from NVA.;t'a.1.11a;r,~:anq pr1sCllire 

, -indioated that aPproxima.tely_5O% of.' the . tWA S'~~ifq:-s' enoount8~B<i 'WC-6 ;t'~8llt . ' 
draftees with :Little mil1tary ~1ng, and who d~d not want .to,.fight in 
South Vietnam. Another 2'" did volunteer to oome to S~h Vietnam, end the 
rema.ining 25% had no preferenoe. Additionally, up t,o-(lO'%-ot 'the ,per50Mel ot 
m'arit lIfiits ,war.e·sutfel'l~g trom JllIllar1tt. " .. ,. '," ;:~ '" ,,:!:,,he large number or ' 
oasualties 'infliCted,by Marina air and at'tUlerym'~~'ar'eI¥I def1ndtely 

'\produoed' ter.ror1zinr; psyohologtoeJ.etfeot pn;the pnemy. AlJ.·tlI~e' factors 
o ontributedto the ,Slmos't oomplete oOllapseam Drealaiown 'ot the NV! morale 
and disoipline tOW'Ards the end of Operation HAST~. . 

~. ., 
h. The oomplete results of Operation BABTImS' ~e.8& follOVjt 

> t; - .. .;'. . . - flo. '. '.' t-

(l.) NVA KBGF -' ;(31) Oonfl~ed' 

NV A RB USlvOA _'( ~ ~ onr;i~~ , 

NVA KmflIC.WS - (30) probB:~le 

NVA WIABGl<' - tJ) oonfii-med 
.J" • . ',.t;, 

. NVA. WUBGF - (30) probable 
.. ~ ,..~ 

" 
: ,\. 

WA WIlDHTCWS -' '(2) probe.~.~G' 
'f 

.'~ '. 
, 0 

NVo! PCM -(5) o~tUI'ed . 
::. r. ~. "'0. 

(2) Wea.pons oaptured' " :,1 

ir-', 

(8) ChiCom 1.62mn ~UbmBphin~, ~,". ~Q ',56 (Sov1e l;' ~~), .. "" (7.)' 

(b) (~OOlD 106m BeID;~aU~t1c OBrbfu~, Type 56 (sovi.t~:m) ~. 

(0) ChlOom B-40 Rocket Laumhers - (6) ............. ..'\ 

\ TI~~IBii~,~w~~~l \ 
....... ------
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~t~ \ ~~t~~~~~~ • 
(3) Eauipment and ordnance. 

"'. 
(a) NVA Gas masks ... (6) 

(t;: CHICOiI tiL.i.-:J\' H,·md Grenades - (56) 

(c) G.S. ;[-26 Fragr.~':;lit[t.i.cn C!'onades .. (8) 

(d) 8-40 Rocket ro~n~~ - (3) 

(e) NVA pDcks \.,jaccessories - (10) 

(r) Ponchos - (15) 

(h) JJVA cartridge belts - (6) 

(1) NVA crmteens - (13) 

( i) HilA a!tli:lUDHion pouches - (2ij.) 

(k) NVA ~irst Aid packets - (10) 

(1) lJheeJ ed cR.rriage w/mount tor CHICOl·l 7.62rnr.l Heavv i'fachin~':un" 
'l'imo 53 (Soviet Goryunov M1934) - (1) 

( .\ 
" J 

(n) 

(0 ) 

(p) 

( Q) 

( r) 

( 0) 

(t) 

,;r'<l!'C hands for above Heavy r·£3chinegun - (3) 

C2L,,:; :\.ussia!D .rocket rounds w/ case - (4) 

j '"JVP "' .1. '""GS - (14) L ti ~\..'l:" <..,..1. "-

iJVJ.. entrenchinr; tools - (6) 

CHICOJ'I 7 .62r;~11 linked aTtUa~tion - (5,000 rounds) 

RUB B ian 7 .62 .. 1n interme diate ammunition - (2 J 500 rounds .) 

CHICO;'; T\I'.[' - (3 blocks) 

1'~fl.[!a~~in8s for CHICOH Submachinegun "':" (9) 

(u) Drnm-tyne Illr'1{!,azines for CHICOA LiCJt Machinegun - (13) 

(v) ::a)l Case w/SECR.ET NVA doow71cnts - (1) 
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carry' case (CalIVa.S) for heav m.ae~ - (1) 

Machette - (5) 

(~ ... ) Kn~_ven - (;--) 

( c) "., 
C;:Z\l\:lS .... ;'"1) 

(5) Micc.eJ.lrJ1C0'l'3 

(8) !j:,dj CCll r.l'nppl1es - (25 Ibs) 

(h) FC()\l·- (250 Ibs) 

( c~: iI")"l" '-'''''-0 1101'6) ....... \, •• j.JV.loJ..JI-l .- \ u 

• • 

a. ~ssion: 1st En, 1st i~.dnes (-), upon arrival at IXlJG HA Airfield was 
\ assigned as Tar,k ?orce ~~lta Reserve and was to be prepared to execute 

operations l'J" ~' .. ):' -~ "-(1"3(1 .• 

~ Concept of Q;~I~t'd.mli.:' st Bn (-), consisti~ of a COID'r.e.'1d Group aad 
two rifle companies landed at DONG HA. Airfield and oocupied Qe~ensive 

. "positions, r~ep~'rf)0 t,o cornmen:: e operations a.s assigned by Ta.sk Faroe Delta 

10. hecytion: 

11. Results 

a. Friendl:r caSl~6.J.:0iv s z 

r-;') "-'""~UI"'h (5) "".c:. \,"1.. •. '. (- ..;... • 

KIA - 7 
WIA - Z8 

KIA - 'J7 
KIA (Frob) - )0 
WIA - 3 
WH. (Proh) - 32 
POW', 5 

None 

d. Enemy :{at~wl Losses: See Paragraph 7 

12. Administrative M9.tters: No significant problems enocunt.ered. 

13. SpepAl;; trJ&Qllet: None 
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14. Q,o!J!!Mder~ Analysis: 

a. The rapid response of assaulting elements on the enemy firing 
positions contributed signifloElntly to the distruction of NVA 
foroes. This response ooupled with air and &rtUlery fire 
power virtually enabled the NVA units abilitv to defend their 
p06itions. 

, 

b. Artillery fire support, althouM highl~ effective, nad difficulty· 
penertrating the thi.ek oanopy within the jungle. I,\ was not untU 
the cano~y was destroyad l that the total destructive power of the 
artillery beCAme throughl;, effeotive. 

c. Com:nunications was and remains 8 severe problem when opernting 
in denee .1ungle or rugged mountainous area. Thi8 factor on 
oqq~8sion seriously hampered the oontrol aspeots of the op~ration. 

d. Psychologioal Ivarfare Oper3tions although productive, oould 
have been exploited more fully. Leanet ,drops should have 
been oontinuo.a throughout the operation, rather than occasional. 

e. Skin~ infeotione wore encountered during the operation. A total 
of 130 skin infeotions were treated byComnany Corpeman. Of 
this total, five (5) men were eV8euated because 01 Lymphangitis 
and AxUlEIry Entites of the arms. The diseases t.reated consisted 
ot tropical ulcers" :f.,mpetigo and secondary infeotions of 
laeerations and abrasions. It was noted that variou$ medical 
supplies were not in stQck at the LSA. It' antibiotiel, skin 
ointments, Q-Tips, and gRse bandages were available., p~oper 
treatment could have been given and the skin infe.tion. t~nted 
early. 

ta., Oper·,tion HASTINGS clearly demonstrated the versatility of the hel­
" icoptcr in a rapid moving situation. The Corps I doctrine of 

vertical envelopoment continues to prove itself in the elenae 
1ungl.e and mountainous terrain of Vietnam. 

15. Recommengstlons 

a. It ie strongl v recomroonded that. the AN/PR0-6 and AN/~RC-10 radios 
be replaoed with the AN/PRo-2;. The present rAdiols are inadequate 
{'or operations 1n .jungle and. IJIO'Wl'tAinous terrain. It is aleo 
recommended thAt 8 comrnunic!'Itions lietot:k pile" be estAblished 
~thin the LSA, 80 Aa to sxpedite ~eplacement8 it required. 

b. Within the LSA there is also a need tor epara crew-served 
weapons, that Qan be immediately exchanged for un-aerviceable 
or damaged weapons. P.art1ct.t1.U' eq)bae:La should be gi.ycn to 1t)1e 
M-6o rnachinegun replacoments., 8lncl 81)111'$ parte. 
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• 
o. '!'he oUl'I\':!nt machetta within the Harill' Corps 1e not ade~uate 

in the ,1ungJe 8 of Vi~tnam. The 1et Battel10n ptrOM8ed loolll h.m:l 
axes which r>roved ql.dtc \.lseful. The "Woodsmans Palllp,roduct " " 
issued to h~licopter pilots, is 1I1so ideal am quito useful' " ,­
wren PNnarinp: hrrling sites. It is recommended that' a. new and 
heavier lMchette similiar in design to t~ "Vklodal1sns Pall!, 
product (Ser No. 6~1'':'1m-s-S642C) be iBsued to all infantry 
cont:.anies.' . 

d. Durin!! tho,oP:3rl'rtion sever8l oeoassions arose ltlon h~licopterB 
were uneblo to lean' ,due to the thiOk:cElnopy or danse jungle • 

. hru.h •. It·is recomrneYrled tm t tho he).lc"Onters be equippod with 
baskets am lowering cables \\hen oPel'SJtin~r in Booh· an environrn.ent. 
This \\Quld expedite the rellDVal'6:r, cEuFwilUe 8 and aid in: tho 
resunply of unite, wh~ch e~ unable to mwo to or have no l,anding 
zone. 

... ' , , 

e. The .present water can, both 'plaatio and ~etal, ,L~oses .an 
unnecessr.ry burden on the command~r. Thi~ burd.;-,n creates a 10PiS'­
tiCAl problarn and h~s also delayed' tactical: operitiom .Th~' eims" 
by t~irvery nI"tu:re, NouirecOmnAIXlors t9 ,return tWIG for 
rc-use, This rt'quiremc:nt ooUld bo e11miMtod b:1'the us~ of a' 
disposable container. Such contain<3rs would allow the cOll'fl\andcrs 
to oovd linmodisto::ly and not waitfcr transportfltion to remove 
ernpty'ct'ns. It is strongly recomnehdedt'~':a disposable water 
containor.' be developed thAt' would w.l.thst.a.ndrugged OOlnbt't con­
ditions. This \\QuId facilitate resuprlly without landing Ritos, 
by dro!,ni4g the, oontainors ~rom hovarlng 'he1icopters .. ~ 

.~ . 

f. As montiotlOd a ro va, Artillero:v needs -'8 ,fuzo which will illO\I, 

sufficiont delay' 'When , firiq; into the thick ,oanopy Qf th~ jurgle. .' ~ ,t. . '. .' 
It is reooranorrlod Uwt 8 study be li18do to detcrrilino,wl'IE'.t time 
delay ~uld bo best Buited for this type of environmont.", 

f,. Le8flet,:t}ro";i=; and nircr:1ft' With epe~ers8ha.lld be employed·dAil.y • 
It ::is recommendQd thAt dally leAflet drops be conducted in order 
to 'eaturate the enauv forcus. During Opo:rption, HASTIIDS' pr1son~rs 
reported searching th 0 ,1ungles for ItSafe Conduct Passes". Sat­
uration of the ob.1.actl ve areA with .Psy/.War leaflets 'Wi.U increflse 
the munber of eoo my oaptur.d>.' , 

h. ' Map reading in ,jungle 'enVironment poses ditriculity to awl unit 
l~ders. It is reoomrnended that· 'greater emphaai s be plllced 
on map rend'in;; down to and incl~diilg fire team leaders , in all 
~itarv schools within too Marine COrps'. 

i. Finally, it i8 recom.:lenied thRt tho battalion nedical ofi'icS}r 
remain in the LSA and Resist tho modicalpGrsonntll from too 
l.fedical Battalion. This l()uldo~sethe demands for surgeons 
ani help in the emerg~.noy~r:m-~~ ot batf.le Ca8~ .Ltie S'. 
Durinr Op,~rt'tion HAS':t'IlGS t.his 'PrOved much maroerf'ecti ve . 
than having thl3 ~dical Offioer at tre Battalion OP. This is 

• baaeypon the faot that OA8~J:t. ice wer.~ eVAcunted from th3 

CaD~e. directly to tho 1&.. VAII:t: mti _~~~,£~~~~~~~ 
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1. ,16 J~Z~~~~~-~~~~~~i~~~YJ~:r:l:!l~£ .. J:lt""~~~~niwrm'1 ~e1at~ 
rear command polS,~ a.t 1v4;n) "'it motor marCll1 t-o the, ,3 A r • 
At f~45H the UOI'm'l1al'1a--~dPl'fI1'1'llJa It 'e1\8 'M:fItAta, 11M n 1300R--

__ /:b~~6~ ~~t~-l~rlI~P-l~~ii;P"~ \t.~r~;:a:n~~~~l 

.. 

---<, ot T~3k'Force Delta 'up.,n n~'r.1.va1 at t,n. "ri'leld at "DONG HA.~ 
At 1430:1 Compa~Jl..a.r.rj,ved-,fvllo\ied b1'~an1..£.at 16ooH. 
1st Battalion, 1st Marines administrativeLy ~lvouaoed at the 
airfield for the night. 

2. 17 Jul)r - At 0020H PrBt. Order 60-66 wae, ~ce1~~ dea1gnatirg ht 
a:.1!~,l!.QJu_Jet MaG.m@~¥,.!a!f Moe Delt.!- _08"e:,. At 222CH hag 
Order 7..66 was received. 1 et !a~i1Ion, l;t Ones cont1nued,the 
mission as task force l"ese:t'VA. (o.ompaniee 'remained, ~n administrative' 
bivouao. 

3. 18 July - Frag Orde:: '!C •• 66 was received a.t 2320H. 1st Batt,alion, 
18t Marines, com,inucd a.ssigned mission as task foroe reservE'. ' 
Positions of rifJ.e r.oj~panie.3 remained the same. 

, 4. 19 July - 1 stB~ttllli.on, 1 at Marines continued nrl,ssion as tarn}: ~~o'roe 
reserve. Dispo3ition of all units .rem.a1~d the 8_. ' , 

5. 20 July - At 0020H Frag Order! 1-66 '·m.s received. 1st Bat.tali.on, 
1st Marines loTaS assigned t.he ;ri05i(:>11 of ol.earing the area ot . 
operations in Ilcco,manee with '1'8sk Foree Delta Ope rat 10ne Overlay 
(See enclosure (1». At 091 SIt" ComparryB,. ,at ia1;t.a}.lon, 1st 
Marine.s arrived at DONG HA Aii-fleld,ariT'Canw under the operational 
oontrol or 1 et Batt alion" 1at JI:a.nn.s. At 1 03~ tte ~ret. element. 
of 1 Bt Battalion,· 1 at Marine e board.ei.1 UJIo..34D" aircraft for lift to' 
Landing Zone Crow at (l'D 054620). At 1QJ1:)Ht~firat elem~t8 were 
airbome. ,At1.110H the t,irst elemente, tQUob.ed. .. down, in 'the ,p"red. ~,81J­
nated landing zone ~' Company D }lOved 'oUt in tbeattack, ~PW .~ouab 
tha low ground in center ot ~ctor~, 1)w 1Cd., <!it e.~anoe wall 1ft a: 
westerly direction. 00JIIpan7 'B mcw.c:l #".OA the rJ.ght tlankto .• e~' 
the high ground 1n that area. CoDIPan7 C ;dvanoed on the lett t,o,aecure 
high grow in its arM. ot respons1bWtY.'At 112,H, ComPanyD had 
advanced to the vioinity ot (YD 051624). ", At this point t~1 located 
the bodies of 4 NVA killed in previous AQ.tion. Continuil@ the 
advance, at (iD Ot. 9623) Co~p~ D came U11der beav machinegun fire' 
from well prepared positions at (m 04.7625). PteUm1nar;v indicat~ona 
were. that fire was coming' from two maohinelUM, covering both ' 
sides of the draw at given ooordinates. Two USMO WIAt,s w,ere suetained 
in the initial buret ot fire. An a1t str1kewa8 called on'the NY! . 
pas:i.t1on·utWd.ng fiXed. wing .ttacl<'d,.1"Q~att"·. The, area ... ot: coutsot 

,wae subjected to. heavy bombin& •. Dtu-ing t.he. a1r strike Co~ B ,co~in­
ued its advance on the .right flank. At en> 0.53621) a boob7trapped 
60mm mortar round was detonated, reaulting' in (1) USMC KIA, and 1 
USN wu...::JIMl completion of matrUce.e OoDIP~ D continued the attack. 
At (YIf~7625r Comp~ D ., .. UDier i. heavy wlUDlD..m:.MI.,:..-a.pe----, 
from at least 5 well prepared, mutuall.r-eupportiv l'ffl~~~~~~~n~rfj) ,-,') k-/ _ , ',' ,_-, w .. - "ENCt~u E t t T 

11_.- u JPUtI' OAtm • .{ '-r--'~-
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(YD 045625)~,. One (1 r U~MO KU:wU';[8uat.~1n the 1n1t1al. buret of 
'fire. .A~ thi~ M.rne ~:t, \';~ e.tt1r3at.s,~:re was at lea.st(1).50 oal1ber 
machineg~u~ a:.lC\ aercrl.cd 8Jna.U callber autoJnaU() weapons f:Lr1~ on 
the a.dvs,r.co l.ntts,' 1'};0 compar.y' irmned1ately returned & hea"1 VO~WM 
ot f!J:l.!Lll a!'J'Io i"ir''.:l C~,I +:~1~ If/A l~c>::i~.:l..on kU.l~ two. ~l)n t:!llf\my·tfioe " 
int~nsificd a.i:r t3t,rikes, P':lc} ,t],r-;.:'.llery missions wer()' oallea. ~l1J>POrt1ni 
flreswero ct;>n.trollcd by ~. :ler:\,al ob~erver on statiC?f1., fixed W11\; atta.c 
eirGr'~f:~ 1t~i:,lized, ,l:)ip~,:tm a."'dhe~VYf~brdiWlo, "', iri, atta.eld.ng oneny. pos1t1oJU 
ma.!d.ni> <.~i~ .. sit-ikes ,1o{.i,t,hin,;:'0 luet.er::r'9f'trlendlypo.it16r.e. AOth,e 
NV'A qeg:,n ''',0: ,Wi thdra",r;l CC?rJ?~:-.cr D delivered a heav velum.,,: ot ~, 
well-a.l~c'c ,tire t:m t.hb \~it:lid:,a,dng forMe. An estimate of the 
enmg fVr(':l "tI'\C s'..\"c·:ic'1",e~.y. 'X'3visedto tw, and poseibly 'tn:-e~.>' 
well dug;in p.l.a::.. oons oquipped with a large tX\.1ftber ot automdic;:,' 
weaPOl)~I .... ~ Co~anyP :QOntillued,~ t,tle atta9~., .,~ movi~thro",gh, '. 

.. th'e" ~area,~4,)WI. bodie,s l'Iefe. found ~ l'rl.thC> Auto_tip ·ri!le.e'., ' 
Companie~ ·1!3"~,?1d. C cont.f.n~?d~.he ed~nc~ arid ~'$"Ou~dtthe', h~~~~ 

"on the rlght and lett. tJ.flIlks. M',l645H ell .~olllpe.riiel5 had rea";l'led'·' 
their objectiv~~ and esta.blished defensive pos!tions .tor the ' , 
night ~ The Battal1o~ ~~ ""ea ,loC'..atod at (YO O~1620'. Company:B' 
CP at (n 056625)., CoII'~pal:Y C C'P at (YO 042626) end Compa,ny D ClP. 
at (YDIl'+96Z(') ~ At 1155H the S1nnn )brta.r Flatoon (-) ''WaS ' " 

lifted into the 7Jatt91ion CP ":.0 provide additional eupporti!'£g a~ 
capability.. An, .:iarl;ness a.pp~~a~hed all units dug in. At 2400H 
,the Battalion CP c~ under NVA mortar tire. An estimated (5P) 
rounds imp % :;e1 ~\ 1: <t(ho 'J?' n.re a. Tm:ee M'l~~ne II Wl3re WOUl1~:,i . , ' 
during tho a:jjt,'aok. ~-U~ one.'I'Y :nortar positions were be1::t.evedtO"'·, 
have been in :the vic1~ty of grid sqUfl.re (Yl? 0263). An art.iller,y, 
tiDe mission ~las call~rr '~1 tae !'3..;s j)ected pos! tiona. , ' " ,"': '; 

6. 21 July - AN~~ c~9'6.), c'Oor'dU~t,ior! hb.d been errect',ed' with ac.jo.o9~t.' 
unite the e:ttack ",a6l~e'~u~N'!d>' At C6~OH the 81m mortar' eect'ione:;'l) 

i' wer~~elc lifted back to 'ihe·3.i.r.!ie~'d ~ttlPN9,HA. ' At -0045H :aU .':: 
unite were on ~he ,rr.ove,; At :0930l;Ir.omp~,·l),l'Ocated a.a Wi. .. - , . , 
supply. CM11G. A ,tote;l.Qt 1000 rounds ot ,~ei.n7 .62 8,IIIIJlqrtittbn" , 

. 2 packs, and 't;he ·b'a:r::rol.fo.r '~7~62 Russia)? mah~~ctUteci me.ch!lnegu1'l 
were lo~ated. A':., 102:>H1 ,eJ.;pm"ent~ of co~n at ~YD 'Q45631}' " 
locateq. g NVA bo<'J,$s: tnSh~~()W ~r8:~~, •. ,'"f~ NV~ ~old1er8~d ',"":' : 

, .been kUl~dby s..1tlall artnl? ttre ,a'pi>~t~l'y' 24~01U'8 p~Vl.o.~11 . 
,,:1n t~, initiaJ.cont~ct. by,'~~"b, tti6,'tK>d1:e~1J 'were- l?_ca~;d{fiP,\': 
, a bivouao area ""Moh ,was' opmpr:is~d o,! 'Q larS,e IlWJlbe,r o.tcowred, " 
poe;Ltions. It ,*.S eet1,tna:tedthat the .enellG" force~cnha(r·: :: ,.:! 
oc~p~edthe );.rea. ,.,as or htittalion,.~i,z·e .. ,The large a1p.oum$ of "',' 
pet~o1W1. ;s~~::.and ,~qUij?inen~ l~£t iri""the pos1;tiona indic ated , ,.,' 
t.ha.t the f.iVA ha4, \\'l. thdr~~n'_ t'nder pressure. At J 130H the Battalion 
COmmam Group, roUo;~.ri.~ .in ~re.6& of ,CclMPanr .l)·loeateQ·'~ addtional 
~A bOdiee,naE!tily. \cbnoealed a~ (YO 046~)0). "he.'~A'sol~er." .. , 
had been, killed by, srnalla,nils t.i,,!te during:the pre'V'ipus '24-36 ' 
.hours. Enemy ca~~al~ i.es ~ ~.~~,tr;~huted ~ot~~ "Qo.~8IlY.' ~n,: t~,ie_ 
,~ight., At 141,oft a hag Or,de't d8~~~,i~" ~h~ .1Wts' of a~Y8.:nee " 
,ani aseigning d~fenBiw area, 101a.eie~~'d bY'~aek '~roe ~lta.'·,. , 

, : " .,' 'mClt~uRE, (:5~ 
I ' 

.. ,' . ",~;4' ,.I W[M~~~s~rrw~ 
~" .. ~ , J.' " "I ": .~ 
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he' bat;talion command, post wu .e~, &bl, ~ehe~ at en Oft06)j). 
Comp8l\Y B !lOVed to poeition from (Yl) 047'635) to (Yl> 0,40637.). 
Companr 0 conunent(ed IIlQvomel't to UI1me,4 poa1t,~ons" extend1J1g from 
(YO 038631) to (YD (40637). Oompan.v ,» •• en~ecl it toroe, 
ocoupying an area trOlll (YD 03S6'Uto(Yn. 04'76,,). At 1S10H 
Comp~ D dispatched a ple.too,n. (Rein) patrol to search out ,the ' 

, major valley merxli~ to t.he,weat. ,At, ,2'30'H lrU Order 1a-66 
wal reoeived tromTaeik 'Foroe Dolta Hle.c1q,uanere. ' 1.t Batt.alion, , 
, at Marinea was instructed to ocm:!UOt. March and 4e.\roy operations 
in the ul1pd area ot reapon.1bUity,* "In adcl1t1on. the bat.talior;r. 
V8I \0 .etabli.h a blocking tor .. t~ ('!1) (18640) to (YD a.0640); 
to INpportoperatloris ot 2nd Battellon, 4th Karinel. 

? 22 July .. At 0600H Coq>eJ\Y 0 nfovtcs trom it. ,ftisht, PQe1Uon to 
the de.ignated blocking po.itio"" l'atro+~'com~ted cleliberate 
learohes ot aU drawe and ra\'1Ms tor4tnamt personnel. ' Sur­
ftUlaftee was maintained 8101\8 the ti.dgel:t..r.e to r possible WA 
bivouac 81t •• and/or 'arsu ani ~fth, cache.. At ',28H Compatv 
C reaohed ita objective ..... a ~ ~gan depl,,~," ' ttl torcel!l in 
block1ne positions It At 15,OH Oompan; 'x. ,rd', Dat,t,al.1on. 'th 
Marinel, reported heavy cont.act wl.tll,~ ·e~_ted. NV4 COmpany. 

, 

,It va.. bell,wd porti01\l ot the NVA to~ea '_~e mcm.ng towa.rd 
1st Battalion.. 1It Marine. atea ot ~lpo1ll1~Wt1~ ll.eI\t3nts ot 
Comp~ C moved to an '~t.mate, blO<;klvg, '~~~til)h. ll'OlQ (YD 025634) ,,' 
to (YD 02S(31)~ 1ft an. at;teJllpk.t.o ~ ';41 Jlat,t~loni Sth Marin .. 
oontact. B1 Jdihtf"a3.lall patrols bau,'tetumed to theirCoqje.l1J, 
posl~ ions. No enemy contaot had been nvJ4e. ',1.00&1 .eO\lt1tr ~" 
ambuah •• on likely avenu&8 of appreaah wlthu t~ 11t ."tallorf 
area of responsibUit.;r were establ1ahed by all ~oompan18'. At. 
223SH trag Order 13-66 was received, tro. '1'_ 'oroe 1fItadctuart.era. 
, st Battalion, 1 at Marines wae direfted to continua aggreat1ve 
patrolllag and ambUBhing 1n assigned. area ot operatione. 
Verbal 1,nstructions Neel ved earlier in the dq t amplitied the 
basic order by de.igntttinggr1~ square (YJ) 0263} as an area tor 
axterusive patrolll~. ' 

s. 23 July - At. 0728H t.t. Platoon, Oonv>&nr C b.p.n moving towar~ 
a new blockIng poe it,len 1,n' grid. .quare (YJ), 036, ) • At O92OH the 
£Ilatoon beJan to advance through a 'ravine at coordinates 
(YO 0"6,, J • At. this point the plf].t8on ~I tatc..n under ~e 
tire trom what was believed to 'be ., IVA trOops well dug in a\ 
YD 0336.36). The Nortrh Vletnamese hU .... ral .. heavy ru.oh1J'11tgune 
and a predOminance ot &utomatle rit.i.e.. The platoon took ' 
~erate ca.aUAltiee in ,the itUU.aloontaot" bl1~ r8Ot'R'Nd and 
advanc ad ,to a u1 table tiring. poai t~oM and plaoeci' ~ large volume 
ot automatic am ._ .. automat~o _apeD', ,fire on thl NYA position.. 
Th. Battalion CoJlllatlder departed tor 1iJ'{e' 1.10 PlatQ6ft, Coiapa.t\1 C 
position. At 1120H el8lD3nts frOlli ComptU\1 J) mo'ted i,M,o the battle 
area and were 1uInedi8,teAv engaged by' an &nell\?' tarot •• t1mated. . . .... , 
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to be in ~oe88 .Of." trpO~8IrW&:U d~ ~ and' 1n""~1.a~~.r\1n& 
pos1tio~.· E .. t1mat~s· ot .ene.t!f 'f~r\o~8 J~ocUpt1,!&p(f'i~Op8, ~-·'ll. ,." 
batt],e " ~e&. were rE!vi&e4. to .2 .. ~~ . Co~_a .. ·:Corw~e.~ .. ~ ~. 1) " 
continuod tQ. ,deliver ~e~'v1. t~;;~~'1:o~ trrA ·po&4t.i~l\& '~,d ")~i'ge;n. t9,.,-, 
maneuver. into ~slSe.~~~~ti~s:~t ;~l\!JVA ·Ate.intien,s1!1ec1, ,'. ,) 
UH-1 B helicopters "all e:tatlan 'wQ~ 'O~<:\ IIld stratting and'.' '. " 
rocket tune were. q~oed. ),t abC?~t' 1f.3PH th~ ;oOl1fhl:red, at.ta,·Ck ! ." 

of int¢r.Y am a,1t f.0.i'C~(l ~he NV.A' :to'l~~dt'a,,~ ;:Arf,'al't~8li. , 
waion was oalled at ooJ!rd.inat~,.' tY!>. 022621) .to,. sell 'o~t the. . 
:etreat<ing NV~. At.133uf1tri8J1'ct;r .. ~t.. ~n to advame thro~{, .. 
theel)EIIIW' po8i~1~~s~ .. ~ .0 ldc·.te~ .. ,t.ot.al ,of'S WAr b:odi~B:~. ' 
'l"Wo 'WOumcdNo~bVu:tname_e ..,... t~en. ~2'tiv~~. and:.a ~t,al <?!.., ': 
6 autolllAtic rifle. were found. '!'wo' of the ""'&PollS 'Were Chine8~' .J 

made Al-44t~~ ~'neoth.,.r tp:ur ~ ~~~ea ttl>' ~7- e.88~~t .. '. 
rUle, •.. In ad4it~n; tj~~. ~'l.,_he~ "wetfS.capture,d',' ":: 
along With '('1) roCket ro~rid.:'. A l~~~r 6J;,'PIqCOM apd U:S~,: " 
grenad, .. .,re 't'o\:llldin .1t~, ,battle ,~a~ An aer.fa1 ob8er.ver,,,~~ 
e. su,rvelllancemiasion tor .~Al~J Cbum.~ .((,)~A b(}die.S Jrl'~ '; 
one open area which nad. ~rl .u~~e~e4 ~O)lea~ 4rtill~,r:v; !ir~:~ : '. 
Company Daearchedenell\r" ,~Id. t\<?hll UJt. ~!r i.r,6' ot. cOJ\taot and. " . 
~ound 1),0 bod:tes. ~ .. ~r ... it)' b'i.OO4, t... . -to ,tpund .in tM are..~I, 
:Lndicat1ng that the' WA,,''ba~:~ t~u .d~ ~. wo~q •. ' ';' 
.During the corttact., .1st· p~~·oo~. ~ny:~(2,,~usttdne.d :3 KIA erfd 1~ ~ 
WIA. ~ 1) 8Uf!lt.~1n"cl.J .~.aAd. 5·\it~~'ri;~'8 'on .. ene~.: 
pe~onnel losses we~e{141 I<l;A ~~'u"tlt'J1lt~. 2 '}lIt captu~.d,. 
(30), XtA ?robl\b:J,.e t¢~ At!' &~O.)1al (;to} WI4 Pronabl,,~ .. Uidts tn"ft>l~ed 
11\ tt)e &ot~op ,move4 ~. tQ 'ooDlpany p081t!o~ . torrnupply .?,t ." . 
~tJ.o~· a;~()tJ18r ~~~iP4\.,.\. ~1IlS. " AU ~ead, and WOun:le~',!,~. ," 
evaoUated. ,At. ·'~,S()a, 2~ n6~oon, Co1»P&.n1 D, ~eae1v.c1 .ap"pro~~ 
(~,OO-'OO) :rounds o.t lfIMl,l,;e.~ fire li'OJ!1 an 88'U"ted.NVA ~qua(1 ; .... 
at '(YD 028628). 'l\tO~Mar1'lJ3.s were woUltied by ,thist1re. .An " 
artillery tir.e mis!1on waS 1dr4ed1a,taly .,~ed· on the lf1!A 'paJ ltion. ~ 
Upon completion of the missiq.n ~~.' a.re.awas ~,~pt am.searched.: . 
thor9~ughl.y. A 'poql :of "l~ a¢, (~) ~oo.dt. b'a~tle dl'~'ssirge,' .. ', 
were found indioat1r1g that'at least' .3 NVA had been wowed or . . 
killed by the a.rtillery fire, At 2122H Frsg Otder'14~6 was"" .' 
reoeived from Tasle F9rO~ He.~quartO,r8! AU~~. ~~~ T .' 

to c~inu.e operations, 1rtaai1.sn,.~ ,ZC)l1U •. "~llt, .sn'bu$h.e.r:W'~re~:.· , .' . 
ell\Ployed 'OVifaU .co_ntes Q.rl.p~1ple a.~~8~.t .~pp~ch.:"" ",' " 

'. . • l' • ~ , • . 

• " .. '. , , •• \ ,"', ' • :~' 4 _' _ '. '. :.. 

9. 24 July - .1'st Battallon, 1st MarJ,ne~Cli~pa.t~ec1 A to~a+. ot· . , .. 
four ~1atOoh~inrora,~ .pa~~~, . ?,~rolitroll ,CoDi'~$C a.n~ ~ . 
retum~J to the previ;oUB 48i's ~_ o,f' eoJ1t,aot,ard cornucte~ , .. 
a det.ailed ."earch., 'At 1~5H ~ J) at(n '~0276)1} located . 
the bo~ '!!' ( t 1 NVA eQl~er kU;t:ed. .<fUrl-ng, t~.:, oeM-Act on '~be . 23104.,' 
~.adcUt1on, ~¥.patfOl.,aptu'r~ (,) .A'I\-47.d!~~t· r~tle-, '~. : ... ' 
wHeeleej.,oarr1age, : a,rmor sb1~~ni re6~1T".r gro~p trom. a 12.7Il1m. '. 
CHIcdMmaonine~n/8nft1-atroraft 'SW'1' (2) ll~rrels. !t:Jt',aCHIOOM '.' 
heavy 7.62nIn ,mach1~g'Uh'&.88o·fteci Ptoke, "Qcf1000'ra:tn18 ,of 7'.6~ 
linked anowdtion ot Russian JWNtaOt\U".. At",,3OH, CoiIIpany B '. ' 
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located an NVA base-camp at (YDQSJ62,). Wlth1n th~s base oamp 
were foum. assorted documents" 1000 rounds linked 7 ~62mm Ruseian 
ammunition" a. box of mortar fuzes, and assorted packs and 
personal gear. At 1750H Company Cpatrol at (Tn 0316,,,),touni 2 
NVA bodies whioh had been hastily cone eale4 ~n ''tom bruSh~ 
Both soldiers had died ae a t'eS'..llt ot multiple snall a.nns woume. 
At 1S00H Company D pa.trol, returning to the cotUpal\Y POSi,tion found 
1 NVA KIA in a shallow trench" vicinity (YD 0606'3). The NVA 
soldier had died of It single gunshot. V'und. 

10. 25 July - At 0025HI 1st Battalionl 1st ~rites was notified by 
Task Force Headquarters to have one oompani d!epLieeat first li&llt 
to (YO 0256:'6) t? relieve Com,P'8lV )(, .3.~l. ~~~t..~i~!l,.~t~.Karine6s6' 
on securi ty of a disahled he11oopter. Al;; v1 DOH "rag Order 1 ;;~. 
was rece.i. ved trom 'l'ad<: Faroe Headquarters. 1 at Dattalion, 1 st. 
Marines" was assigned the mission or either supporting operat.io'lS 
of 3rd Bn, 5th Kar111u~ or displacing all units to the od.gin.:-u. 
land1ng zone. At 02)OH, Comparw C was assigned the mission of 
providing the securtt;y tOI' the downed helicopter. At 06OCH, 
Cbm,pany C moved out to efte~ re11et ot Company H, 'rd Ba.t-i:.alionJ 
'th Matima on seCurity of the downed aircraft. At 0745H, 
reUet was effected. At 09458, a res.tp~ helicopter, la.nding 
in Company B landing zone, struck a. t~ andah$S.red off its 
tail rotor. The aircraft went out. or control arrl crashed. 
tile. crew.ne;',lber wa.s killed and tb't otl\er was ,tnjured. B:.th ;:~:'lCJts 
were uninjured. The helicopt,er was ba.dly dam8,ged. Aircraft 
per8onnel. were 8ubsequent).,)" evao\iated from t.heCompany B position. 
At 10c0H, Company C was' relieved or seeul'ity duties Ol'} the 
disabled aircraft l'Ihena recovery plane arrived arid lifted it. 
ba.ck to Dam HA. At 1240H orders were reeel ved from Task Force 

-" Delta Headquarters to execute portions ot Frag Order 15-66, 
"involving displacement of the battalion to landing zone Crow. 

At 1 J20H, Lt. General lVALT visited 1~~~a.~_t.~.O!}JJ!!I.t M'ari,ll3 s CP. 
General WALT conmended all personnel lor a job well done. At 
1J.30H or:ders wore issued to prEflare to displace to the landing zone. 
At 1500H Company D forming for movement at (YD (43637), received 
12 roUJlds of incoming mortar tire from a.n NVA position believed 
to be in the vicinity ot (YD 025641). An Mrial obaorver was 
Called on Itation,. and an artUleQ" tld.es1on was .tired on the 
suspeoted mortar position. Comp~ B wtttaintd no c&.sualties 
in the br1$l attack. At 15$OH the damaged a1rer~ in Company D 
~one was burned in oompliallce with ord81" trom Task Force 
Headquarters. At 11700H" all units were on the move towards the 
object! va area. At 16OOH, Company C was ordered to proceed to the 
recently vacated ba.ttalion CP located at (YD (43633) j ani to 
rema~n the re fo r the niSlt, di.s plA eing at first light· t6 the 
larxiingzone. At 20(X)H,Companie!J B and D and th~ battWon 
o,mrnarxl Group he.d arrived at the landiq; zone ani ha.d establishe d 
a niEJ'lt detensive perineter. At 2245H Frag Order 16-66 was 
received trom Task Farce Jeadquarlers. 1lit lattalion, 1st 
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.' 
Marines was ordered to etfect a ,toOt march to"'U!MLO and then' 
proceed by vehiclo to ~ONG HA.'· 

26 July - At 0755H, (k-:~qa~r C a.rrived at tre landing :orom,~, 
At O~15H alJ. units \,·',"'i~ nS3c::rn'.::J.d, ard prepared to move: out.' 
At0900H, the batta.lion moved .i.~ a ta.ctical colUmn. Company 
D led, followed h~r ~ho DattAlior. CP grouJlj Compa.ny' 13, f.ll1d· ': 
Company C. At 10{OH, t,fJ;Jnolumn arrived at tm 3rd'Battalion;' 
5th lfadnes 8olIlIllll!ld Pos'~. At this tire a verbal modification 
to assigned orders w~.r; lssued by the TaskF9rce, 5-3. 1atl 
Battalion, 1 st Ma:'"ines Wa:3 assigned an' area of reeponsibj.l1ty " 
west of CAM 10. 'The Battalion 'cp was p~itioneci a.t (YD O~260l.:-). ' 
Company B established de,fensive '}:>oeitions an'ttte 'high gl'tiu:nfl 
to the south at (ro 005597),' (080596) and (087S9~).' Compav C 
e3tabliBhed a Company-defensive position b1ookill3 th:lfIob'r of 
too valley from (YD CY726Q» to (YD0736qa). Company n oeCtll'Yip.d 
the northern hi'gh groun:l with a. ~any defensive positl"nlet 
(ID (83618). By nightfall all companies had extended their 
perimeters and established squad-size amb'1.~e 5.' , At 19i.5E, ' 
Company C :reported movement at (yn 067«>6). An artillel'/' fire 
mission was called on tro 'suspected memy troopmov~mEmt.' At 
2305H, Frag Order 17-66 was received from Ta..<k Force He'adq't.~arters .. 
1 at Dattalion, 1 stfhrirel'l was assigmd tlJ, mission of' ptl.cl"olling 
ani maintaining cont.rol am surveillance of the villay and' 
imnediate high graind. ' , " " 

12. Z7 July - Three reinforced p1~oon patrols wOre sent CIlt durill; ; , 
daylight hours. In addition, a. patrol oomt:'osed of the S-2 ~ , 
Scouts covered the area. east of tb! batt allon CP. At'1147H, 

e 
• 

the Seouts captured om 'WA. The soldier h8.d' a safe 'confuct p'888 

which he had picked up after a leaflet drop. Tte Battalion 
CoJmtand.er rGCl.,uested an int erroeation team ~ sent. to the " , e 
1st Battalion, 1 st}t"ll'ire 8 OP, from TMk ~e ' Headquarters.' 
The team arrived by helicopter and the, capti've gave:locations> _ 
where he felt more deserter~ ~ht be hiding. ~ubsequent~y,: • 
additional patrols were di8patched, but no prisi'oners were 
taken. At 215QH, Frag order 1 S-66 was ~,qe;ved trani'Task Force ': 
Headquarters. 1 at Dattalion l 1 st 'Ma,r:1,ne., Wall ordered" to continue 
patrols and ambushes in the assigred 'areil of operetiom.' 

, • ) +'. .. 

13. 2S July - Five da.ylight patrols were sent 'out, to 'cover the"area 'i 

- of operatioM. No enemy oontact was made. ' ~t t24ft1 Gen6ral 
WESTM'QRSLANl.l, COMUf1MACV ,vis! ted 1 st Batt al ioni ,1st rines CP. 
General WESTMORELAND was acoompanies by Lt. Gen~.ral_T, Major 
General nLE and Brigad:l.er General ~9!JSH. LtCol' BELL 'briefed 
the Genex-als on the battalion t 6 activites during the operation ... 
At 2227H Frag Order 19-66 was received £,rom ,T'ask Force ·Headquarter~. 
1 st Battalion, 1 st Marines was ordered to eont.'inU! patrO~1ng 
and embushing in assignec\ area.. ' ",' 

,": . . 

, , '4 IM~©[j~r 

DECLASSIFIED 



.. 

, 
~ , 

I 

DECLASSIFIED 
, . 

• 
14. 29 July - Three reinforced platoon sized patrol were dispatched 

to cover the assigned area of operations. At 10)OH, vel'hal, 
instruotions '~"'3r('l received directing the battalion to move to 
CAl{ 1,0 011 30 Jul.;y- ·j966~ k(' 1405H: 1st Platoonl Comparw D 
captured onA NVA "tlc iiPr-;~oj..:::h i;~ t.P':! platcon posit ion w3.vlng a 
white piece of cloth... The North Vietnamese soldier was carrying 
two magazines fro;n o.n ,AJ{~"l~7 assault rifle and four CHICOH 
grenades. At 1!.~10!{ the :'-::nd Platool', Company D, at (YD 08h616), 
apprehended one NVA RolMer. The soldier approached tha patrol 
and voluntarily surJ'Emdered. He turned over to the Marines 
two AK-47 Assault rifles, with lIlE.'Sazines. Both captives were 
brought to the batt:'\JJ.on CPo ITT was flown in am oomucted an 
immediate interrogation. One prisoner was determi~d to b:::: D. 2nd 
Lt in tro Army of North Vietnam. Both were forwarded to TI;I.l:lk 
Force Headquarters. At 1847H, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines Frag 
Order 30-66 was transmitted to all comparrl.es. The ordcl' estab­
lished a march column for the movement to CAM LO. At 2.~20H., 
Frag Order 20-66 was recei,red from Task Force Headquarhers. 
1st Battalion, 1 st Marims was instructed to proceed o1Jorland 
to CAM LO, ani from there proceed by t ruck to DONG HA. 'llhis 
confirmed verbal orders received at 1030H. 

15. 3~_~~.l_~ .. _A.:~_9_t!Q? I,},,_~!,~!~ B~~ tal;gp • n 
t,ao~.;~.a:1._ .. ~.9f..'!~J:g_;'...._q~_~g !.~Q9.mm.%)y'~..AU1in.~d._~t.he_.m.tfWion 
as the Advance Guard. The Command G~up, S1mm mortar platoou 
(-), .and Company B moved in trace of Company-D. CcIYlpany C 
moved as the Rear Guam. At 1115H, advanoe units, reaching CAM 
LO bonrded trucks and proeeeded to OONG HA. At 1340H, all units 
were assem~1ed nt DONG HA and administrativel" j+~¥ii~."for the 
night. At 2115H Frag Order 21-66 was received t'rorri"'taok Foroe 
Headquart~rsll 1 '3t, Battalion, 1 st Marines was ordered to board . 
C-130 t ran .. ~p_o.r"t.a~F':r:9:f.:t._~l}ctl'!,9.£.~!Lte..J?~_.lIl.M!ql .. QJ:QQN..~g be 
,!!h.1:.tl!,e(L~9..J~_~r.~~" .. ,~E.~~~~~~ .• \}E?~,".<l~J2ip-t~l!.·· '., J ,~:,- . 

.. _: ': ..• :'H' .. ~.. . \ ; 
, . . \ 1 .. ·t~1. ~ 

16 •. 1LJuly - At, On30H, i'j.rot ela::l.ents departed for nANA1iG 1.>1'. 11 .... -;'0 
aircraft and o'P'COIJ wes shifted to 1 st Marine 1;1. At 0900H, lead 
elements arrived at DANAtn Airfield. At 09,05H, lead elements 
boarded tr~cks for 1st Battalion, 1 at Marines CP, arriving at 
1000H. At 1.3.30H" all elell2nts had: returned. to 1st Battalion, 
1 st Marine s CP. 
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Froa: 'Commanding ,Officer ' 
To: CornrnandingOfficer, 4th Uarines .. '. 

Cubj: 

Ref: 

. , . 
CombatOperatlons After Action Report' . ,':'.':' ':' 

II •. :,';. : .. I~ ..... if .• l.:~'f"j ,. . 

(a) 2~d Bn, lst~{a.rines Operati<?P1 Ord~tZ!S~'6:f;'; 
(Operation, rU:.:STIW",s) , , .' ~P" ', .. , ... 

" ~ " '; .... .' ... ; " 

BOO Company , . ... ,,, 

.' . 
. ( . 

I. ,I 

.1 • 

"~ :. 
• " • ,II i ., .' ~. '" . 
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-:-:-~.-I ..... 

DECLASSIFIED 



i ' 

DECLASSIFIED 

_ • __ ._ •• " ___ •••• _~_. e",_' __ • 
Company ''H tt , , 

"',' . 

,5. Ta8k,~rSailiCA,\io'ri:, 
, • ~.:~\ .'~ \ 1 ~ ~ .... 

2nd/Jan", lat. !l1arin~8-~"· ' 
,:."~ ,::. ,,,\" , l' ' " I ~\ 

- I, 
« " 

. II&& Pornpany· ~ 

, ," . Co rtp llpy ... ~ ti . ' 
,". ,I 

. f \'C6~~ It"~:. " , 
"",;,~ .' p'. 

,' .... cci~A~i ~"G" !: 

.... ~"' ' , . 
',' 1 ~t 

A ! . " 
- -I .,. .... 

... ! '," ' 

,2 ,,' 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ ~, .. . '. , , ~ ' .. ', 
, . .' ,'~. 

" ·'l;·,:< :f;'f:~:! 
" ". ':, ,,' r ' 

';,.;"' . ,',\ '. 

", 



DECLASSIFIED 

.. ! 

", .j,' 

' .. 



DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 



.,' ~ 1 t 

f I ~" , 

" . .. ' 

DECLASSIFIED , . :.1 i",. "'P';::'U~:i:iOI ' ;' ~';~~" ',' ',. ", 12J~\J0L,,[fu~\;,~UU lLU) • . r \. ~I"""I'''''~:~·'.:'· t/.;;~~;;~~;'~~ 
, ,o,. I ........... <,; :'i' .. '}, . , 

',' . 
. \ 0) . i 

~ourUII.lE~ s~'sed, .. to in:~ert: a H~onnai88on~ 'ten",_ 

i. ~ .. Two U!!-lE'~ uB.ad fdt~rl1dlo. ·relCl.Y:~:: 
. " ; , ':. " : .: . I:.': C • '" .~ • 

... '(, Two VF' ,s usod' f.or i-o.nding· f;,O!)eCAP. 
... :.", , . . ..... ,.. ' .. ' ,":' ,:; " .,. ..,' . .'. . . 

. ,,~t: Foul' UihdE "s usOd for're.hl'ltiiskance teaM 
" .extraction. 

" . , .' 

,'. .' .'! Four W'lS tl8edfor·at .. :8U~POl"t~ainst eneMY 

", 

, " 

, - " ':'" ~. 

,.\ I .".,., 

, tI'oOps. 
. ,-

':- ,I" 
, . 

, I I.'. ,r . '. " ' 

Two UH-lE' s used tor two'recoml'ai'esnnce over-
fligh~s. . ." . ,. 

'An'~,.;. ~:'I ',' '.~~,~F;4f'a.co~t·;C)'liedby' Ari~'~ll' 'F~~ce Ol';'EOon-
ducted an a.ir strike ~Bitlil'l'1: cn~ hunkers • 

• ,.,~ .. ,." • '~t '; c;· " ... ~ri~">--' . .f;:': ... ', ~ I .• ," 

, ,Two IdrFor'ce flare nircro.fton s.~'ltion all 
, '. '. '.c, night ., 1 .....' .. ~ ,. :,}.:, .. "",.". V ., ·:t 

," /,~.~'I.' ,~, .: :"" ,:" '<'" :;- ,: •. " ':'J ,'!.' ':."" , 

.\, . 

Three' sorties of' 1.-4' .. "ith, flarfl' were on' , 
I' "stntion :forp.0$sible 111unlnatibi\l'ni8sions • 

.";, 'l,. I t~t J.' ••. ,. •• ':."~1'r'l·i-f:,r, ~\ .. ",.~.,~ .. ~. 
11 July '. Four UH.lE' s used for reconnaisI4Pce tea.m 

.. !., ,; ".' inser.t~ on. : '. .' , ,I' . ',' , '-:',. :':;' .. , 
. . ." • " I,' 

\ . 
I 

\ ... ~ ;}to' 

, ". 

.. ' 

'. ,. '~ 

·Two. '1F." s u,~ed'i for landin~ ~op.~ qJl{ hnd -conducted 
nir,· ~tri~e liga.ins t·en~ftt"fctut"es .. . :' , . . . 

.' ':, .', :,.,'c' I, 'No UII-lE' s u8e~ f~r' r!1dl~ rel~t;",: 
. . .•..... : . 

, l c 

;, ! ,,', Four! QU .. lE' s used for reconnt\is8~ce team 
.' cxtra.c,tio·n. f

,:. , .. : •• ; ,~,'.' ~ •• ," i.,. 
"C""'''.',: .• ~ '/': •• , .' , • ~" .. '~r.~'i:.r:'.:~;;~J.;1 

,Two UH.j4 i ~.'u.se~·:~~~~ .. :rc.~0l1tP~~,s,\~~e overflight.:. 

:TWo,.ClI ... 46~§· ~~'t.wo UII.~~s~,ed.f"r reconnAis-

" , , , 

" I'. 

san-ce·. ~v.e.ffllght., ". '.' , .', 
" , ""."'t '. ,.;": i .. :' t ~ '.1,. j '., ',! \~~. ~. " . 

OneCll-46 uS'ed for ned1calevp.'cul.ltion· cf .. one 
U .5. '1'11. . ~.> \ 

t ' '. ,',f, 

FourUH-lE'1I used to ,inse.l't r~connl\issanee 
tenl!1nnd' unedi'ntely u,¥,\)~ 'th'_~ 

Two 4·"~~ t&~s.ed' for "Iand~.,; .diieeJ,.p ,. 

Two :CH-46"s and·.~;uil~m~;8U8ed :1:0 iiutert:'h 
reconnllissn~ce ~toon.:,. ,~;J\':'. . '. ~ 

TWo', Uni..34's ,u.e.d~. 11>; 'Ne~p..t\i~s~;ce overfll~ht. 
• " ','. .~,"! - . , :.,.~ ~'\ ,! I;' -~i of .' 

" , 
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Two ,CH_46 f • ,and t~ .m.lE,' •. u8ed ,to inlel't a 

'reconnllHisance platoon. ' ~, 

I, .'. ",'J.'w9.: .. YIr's used for 'lAnding "~o'~e C~l.p tlnd condue~d 
"",~~~:'8~~,*~~i ~\o~s.~; 8U8pe~tt;d enent troop 1'091-

tl,on,. " "" '. " i'"',:,,, ":"''''',~.~ 

.. 

. ~ '\'·.'J,.'~'I." ,,' I' .·'\"·""'~·"'·'··.I'~"."'I'II." • 

, 'l'Wp':un-3~'i·'\l.Gd·tQtJnigb.t rec~nna,~s~Q.nce, teo.rn. ' , 
... . '.' , . ~ , , 

13 Jul,. Four UII-lf. ~'u8~d' t~'" i'rilie,ft .. 0. reconnaissance ... e ....... "", " ", " r" t, ,', ,,':',', " 
. ¥ W''''~.J / :·'tlt .. ,~. '" ":. . I,. :.'l .' .• ', .. " •. ,' .... 

, ". ," 1':'. . '1". ,: ;~. "'~.';' ", '\' "" <.', , • • 

.. ~wo VpI s uaedior landing lone: cAr,.:~~d:c~~cted 
o.ir·· s.t~ikil~f4~.~,,~. a,r:f!l .. ,tair~et .•. : "". . .'.' ,:,;~, 

',~' I '," .... ~,~,:- 5.,' f ~. :~ ( f ;. I V ~ , 
Two Ul-l-lE' s us ad fo r radio relAy ~ .' . ", ,', .', " ; 

f ·t~··I"'·"··' ... : l ,0>' ',' I. ... ~.~.! .... ~" 

Two'VF's we~e c'ontrbl1od"b1,'~ tm-lE'sAnd 
;. conducted ll1r strike ngainsttir~~::tal"ge;t. 

:' ~." ' • I ~ ~ : ' '.' \ I'" " •• ". '.:, • '.. : ..... ~ ,.' : ' •• 

, . ''''Tbree,''{:l1-46~ B'llnd· tw6UH~'34;'.8; ~,8ed .fo.r· forty .. 
. r:mn troop' lift '.'~')."- ... . . ,; ;:'".' " 
. r - , . t, • .' 
" .. ~ " •• '~, : •• J ,1 '; /.,' 'f <#. " : ~ .'. \ # .. : ;; ~ f· \.:. ; ,1i·'., .. f.}. 

F'our A-41 s used fo".hel~copte".e.cort and landing 
zone CAP. .' . 'r . 

'. . .. ' I I, : ~ •• ... , ' . . • . J.... , .~ • 
, . Two ··UJlr'¥t:~·~ u8e~·.:·ffJ;r :r.lI.dlo; .r,el;ny,. ' .. 

. ,.f. < .,' ,,,,. I .~ •• l, A, " ... I '\1 

'Four' UlI-lJ,l:,'s· used to, 'extract·;it ·1e'eonn.i:s SMce 
~ " .. ' (_ • J team. ' .. '. . .. 

','~".'.;~ ,,"."I .. I'.C~ .. ' . :'.', ~-. ~'·.:'I ... ~i ... r',,',,-" 

" :Four OH-46~;,.and two UH.·lE'. U'Hd':to.tt~tract 
re&t:tion fQr~e :and: reco,nnai.ssance team. 

.. . . ..' .'. . .. . t:, l .. ;! .. ' .' 
One CIl-46 u~ed for Adftl:rni8·t'~at{ve~ troop' lift. 

I I~ ','I '. '. "','i . : .... ,.,._, ", ,. '.' .,.. '-

..... '. twO: CII-46', Ii .~nd· two "·>Un;.iE~" 'U,~ed"lfert.t ... econnaI8-
SlUlce overflight.:··~ i, .j~,. , •• 

, . . . \ ,~. :' ~ ". f· ~. " 
Four C.1I~,46·1!l.,.used ,to. lift ;r~ilction'force but 
did not lnnd tbeftt.~ .!~'.,. . 
(. "', l .' • . . r" ,. \. • 

TWO' U~i~Ji"··~·;~·~~~~o;::tIti;;~3~ti·:~;~·~'.::J1S' ~h~i~ ~relay. 
01. • "( .. "" 'I . 

" , ~6 ;:Vl!'ts,).A-~~~~t:,~,,~;.:~J.~~ :u.~d·.\·/;·~,. :": .. 
• • • ;', j ~ •• "",: •• "; ," r '~'~~".! .. !~. . , 

14 Ju:ly,~ :).~5>~r:' .. Y!I""l$;~,. :,u,s<f4, ~: -il\ .. ~tt, ~,.; .. ~e.9'~no.issQ.nce 
, """teiUli8";:;'·~i"· ".'c ... )':·· .',:, ':·i.', '. ,I ,~, • :.\. i 

, '.' '41 

. ... '~ 

• _ .. ~. ~t~·;.~,,·. : ~·:.~·"~'1·' "t:' .:;,l,~i~r'~'.f ~ ~:. ,:,',:;" 'J, ')', '. • 

}:' !:~o~:;i.,4·~f;u.f(ld~;for :,j~n,;~ ~9n:e, .,·~and :conducted 
. 'a1.-: s:tft~e, 'l1l:nJn, t two 'Aren ta 

.' •• , • "; I ,.~ .,' , '. ',-
, \'. " , 

, 
,'0' .. 

.~. j 

.. , . ~6 
',~. t ' 

. :: ~ • i" 
~. , .. ' I :, , ! 

, " t,/ 

' .. (" 

\;.;, .~:. ~"''-L,,~,'.~ • ...... ' c:....,. ''-.....L-~ ____________ _ 
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I'l'f~;~-f";":: :'1i~~,' ,\]11 ., .. (L,.,::::·~~:!:1 . 
~ J,)U\j~~~:h.:.~;,,:tI,,~\:'d!·'JII:t~~~.l.Dt. :j .. ,' ,.'~, ~ : ... ~ 'J'. -- ~ 1 

L,;t::~,~~,_ ,~, ;~.-*- ~~Q~Ull~~s~~e,~: t~!~~;~';Q~t1ft:~~,~~1~ 
litt·~... ;. ;'i, ',.' 

.-/, .. , , 

,,' 

", '.: 

6. l' I. l,-.f I .: " 

FourE VIr .. 1E··s \lfJ'~ t~ ~Jltt'tti,,'a'~'reconnt\issance 
toam.. . .' . t.' ~ ~ .::, L~·!. "f" .',-

,,~ . \ '. ,. ;. ,'~. . . i ,j 

,'tw9,.Un",341 s. used \cfJra.dio ·r.elo.y.··! 
,I,) I ' .. ~f : ,.~. ", ••• ~:~J\'-" 

" TV0 uri ",,'34', S us.~d,t:.0r three' ~pconnll,'~s"{l.n~e 
: ,r:~ehts ,by. uni t.co~de~s~, :'; . /' , !, , 

Tlw /'-4'.s .used forhelicopte,- ~scort nnd c6n­
ducted nil" s'tri:ke·;·~gt\iri'si'''eneny stru~tu"es. 

fa " '" ~ 
.. , ~ " " , . 

..... :. ~ • i..' ".z' • 

"'~J.'G,{ ~u 11. 

,Ton 00 .. 46' s and t'fO ClI-3?' s used forto~,tic,t\l 
, ,.troop ."lift :but :tto~;s ;wete'n'ot".l'anded."" 'r 

, I , l ~.' ~ r. ' 

: Twentf UH .. 34's.and thirt~en.CH-:46's used for 
tactical troop lift .. ·· .~'.! .; 

:j'l .. ~\~ ~':"¥~' ".',t\ 

,., ,''';:''!, "Two Up-34's used
l 
for rnedicn~ e~~cuation of 

. two U.S. t11 attd six '.at".s.': "" 
, ; , ,":' ; ," ' I.,' t' ~..; • .r ~ • • i 

-J'r J.,' , .. ~, ,Qne un .. lE, used to lift battalion cOM!\nnder tC'l 

). 'task fore'e'ho'o,dquafr-ters;J ,:, J \ ;.(, 
• ,'. I' • 

\ ",' •• -';: ", 

,;.;~ 17 J~ly" Two, UH;;.34' s used for ttedico.l cvacu~.tion of 
". "'.' two 't.'lIAt s'o.nd;:one i{I.h.':f·.!·" i,'~ ,'," 

" ,~" . .. • ..~ i' 

1:~I"!" ~ 'I'~ " .:J \'~. ':'1/ 

";"1'i' '" '. . .,: Twelve, un.~41 s ami eight CH-46'~ used for tactical' 
troop Ii-ft.' ... th.' .:!-\ ',:: '1 !'".. .. 

" i 

,', .. 
:.' 

" 

", ,"_ " . . .,.1, 't" '1, • ",' 

. 18 July .. 'Four JjIl,..34 1 s used to eltt\.cua,tp thi~t.een ~aA' s 
, . ':and fl\!,'e' nc a't , 'cEi'Sti61tie,-...:;} :; :,', "\',::'.' ,', 

f'.! '"~ ~ '!~':f -,.~~.' (I, ~ 

, ~ '".}~ .,t{H'~:~~:,~! us'~d ~e;,~+ ~~~~ ~,+.,~eteen Men. 

.' " ''two 'A-4~ s~ c9niroll~d "by.: Arr.ry Ol-I) conducted 

.~ ,:. " '~~~i:1~!~,!~".4,,~i~~t!:f.~fr~ ft~d e~~f.13,f! ~roop 
, .. , " ,.,;' ~. '.~ .'~';J :. ~ '.' ' ... ;" .. ,~,~,;~ 

, , ~o pa~~4)' $ ,u,s~p -'t"ct.1ift'bAttalion cOmMnnder 

tot~SI~:: ~~~~~,"'h~~~~~~~~~~'~'~";~':1 . 
, • 1/ • ~ , .' ,'. 

,19 Jply, ~~~,UJ}~31~' ~'j ~,~~c1,~ .r~.r.~ r?f,i;~,~~ ,evacuation of one 

. ~ . ~. '", 1", 

" 

," ,.two .:J.JI{ ... .3.41.rJ.USQ~ ,to~ tl:'~ns~ort ,t!C} .. cOf11pnny 

,':' co,~M.~eti':·:~~."'~'8.~~~'.~!l~,!l'~.~ :,a >baek. , 

T.wo~' Un ... 3~,t s':~·.ecF f~r '~O\l,~i~;"fijl.lWt to tas1J: 
force bb~dquarte"&"i':"'" ",~,~, ,If,;-.:-,-_,,::' ,. 'd 

, t _~7 .. ·t/lJlM~,jIEW 
',,' , 
.:", , 
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\ - ;,;i,\Jl..l . 
t~\i~'"";'~);»uu:::,. I. 
';1rUe~-v1cinity of grid squa~s of YD 0056' a~d--YD 01t2. .;1 · 

l.RVN units t operating 1.n tbe· THON PHUONG /;1Y (.D;.S-)al'elf- (YD 0951). 
establishect contact \-lith the enemy units un to re"irnental sive. 
During the. period7-1S 'JulYJ-'t1rl'-~'(ft'i'friiiea'>'actlonsti'fflarine 
and l.RVn units established the prohahle routes of infiltradon. 
in to the Province fron the DMZt. oc'cupi'ed defensive areas) and 
the tentative idcmtifiea tion 01' the eneMy uni t as b.e5.ng the 
324B NVL Division. 

I 

(2) On 8 July the VC .fired anproximately 25 rounds 
of small arms fire. into tJiC'lCft flank positions of an Bero 
Company ambush in their night time position in the vicinity 
of YD 117590. One hundred and fifty rounds of small arms fi~e 
were returned ",hieh resulted in the va breaking conta.ct. . 

(3) I" sniper loca.ted in the vicini ty of YD 151601, -­
fired 7 rounds of smail ams at randol'l into Eeho Company posi­
tions on 13 July and then withdrew. 

(4) 1' .. reconnaissance teaM encountered ~. VC on 9 Julv 
while in an ambush posi tiona The VC. in the vicini t~r of XI') 
995594,were fired on by the recon teaM resul tinE! in 11- lJC '(lA. 
Before the VC bodies could be searched, ? addi:tionnl VC were . > 

observed n.nd movement to the west of the roc.on team was heard-. 
Due to the si~e of the reccn team and the VC moveMent, extrac­
tion was accumplished. Patrol insertions by recon tc:uns .on 
11, 12, nnd 13 July ",ere liMited to Minor contacts I'1nd ene!"~r 
sightings resulting in 4 VC WIA. Durinr, overflights and "feints" 
prior to insertions, moderate to heavy sno.ll arns nnd M'''~'''ine 
gun fire was encountered. 

(5) Contact.1ms not established by t'"'e bnttn.1ion 
llith NV: .. forces until"fne'"nl.gIif"or·>"ll3".-Ju·l"~-wlren· eleMents 'of 

. 2/1 received approxin'i tely 9~ r01~nd!? Qf _BIJ.82.r;u~L.tlo.r.taL.fire 
- froc sever<1l guns located in the YD:.05p_~ .. g.J14_XD Q6~5 ~rid 

squares. . . 

" (6) The morning of 17 July .. the bC'.ttalion·l'nls helo­
lifted to theXD 98~6.,l!rid square \'Vi tl\ou~t~Tii'clil~ C()nt~et 
on 18 July was~-c·s,ufa.Dlished by two pIa to(ms 6f ~cho CormtlnY in 
separate p~trol.actions in the vicinity of In ~9?'549 nnd XD 
998S57. 1m nctive fire fight "ensued in both platoon areas, 
ro suI ting in 9 NV I,. KIA (c onfi mod) t 1 7 NV /l Y.Ill. J pro b nb Ie) , 
5 NV1~ llIA (eol1fimed), 1 J'J~-47 t nnd 1 7.62 Goryunov Hnchine. 
Gun captured in the vlcini ty 01 XD 992579. Patrol t\ctivity 
(.In 18 July by Hotel Compnny encountered several N'Vf4.- The tnT! 
llere t<1ken under fire rcsul ting in 1 NVA !f.IA (confimed) ? 
IIV~'l la:l, (probable), and the capture of 1 DP1~ (Um) with 500 
rounds of annunition. 

(7) During the search llnd destroy' oper~tion 'on 20 
July along t.he ridgcline in the vicinity VT)(\03552 ,Echo COl'tnatl:"T 

encountered 3 tTV.A. SMall urns fire by point elements re. 
suIted in 1 NVA UII. (confimed) and the captll,:"e of several 
docuT.1ents und nedical equipment. 

11 . ' ...... 
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(8) Foxtrot Conpa.ny, while enroute 'to their bloctd.n~ 
position during the night 20-21 July, were fired on by 2 ~nrh 
wi th automatic weapons. The tTVA hit two elements of Foxtrot' 
at different locations along the trail in the vicinity of 
JeD 995585. SnaIl arms fire roturned by Foxtrot res~ll ted in --
2 NVA KIf. (probable). l~ search of the nrea. the fol1o~Tin1!. Mt"Im­
ing resulted in one f~-47. Patrol nctivity on'21-22 July-by 
Hotel Compnny units resulted in the locatinp, of 5 NVA YV. 
4 of which were found in shallow graves. An' arnbttsh f ini tl.!\ted 
by Hotel Cor.tpany durine the night of 22 Jul~r f resul ted in 1 - . 
NVli KIA (confimed). Foxtrot patrol was fired on·by·nn· esti-
Mated 3 to 6 NVA during the morning hours of ?? July. T~.e '.­
patrol returned fire nnel when the NV.l~ broke contnct, nn artil-
lery nission was called on the withdrawing NV~. The fire Mis-" 
sion resulted in 1 NVL 1(1;'.. (probable) nnd 1 ltV/;. TtlI!.. (prohable). _ 
The aMbush set in by elenents of Hotel Conpnny durinp the l\(\urs .. 
of darkness on 23 July had contact with an estimn.ted 4 NV1'... • 
SMall arns fire by the nr.lbush resulted in 4 NY/'. JUJ\. (prohnhle). 

. (9) On 24 July Hotel COMpany po'si tions recei,red np!)rl"xi-
r:w.tely 200 rounds of small alT1S fire from an unknown number of 
NVli probing their positions. After contact was broken nnd the 
INh withdrew, Hotel Company dispatched elenents to search the 
area in the proxini ty of the probe. The search in the vicini t·" 
of YD 000602 resulted in 4 NVA lCIh (confirnedh 5 AK-47, 15 
nag~zincs, and 7 ChicoM grenades. Echo COMp~ny pntrols and 
ambushes on the 24th of July established contact "Ii th the NVA. 
A search of the area of contact (XD 989597 -to XD 989605) 
resulted in 3 NVA Kll~ (confirned), 2 lJ~ .. 47, lS1{5 Assault 
Rifle, 4 hand grenades (stick type) and 4 IJ\.:.47 magazines (ful') 
nnd 90 rounds of loose·amnunition. 

(10) On 26 July "G" Co~any obse rved ! NV A mo.vin~ alan~ e 
ridgeline and fired snaIl arns and 60mn Mortars at thCJl1. The 
following day (27 July) a Hotel COMpany patrol scnrching the •. 
area found a blood traii giving evidence of I NVA TnA (confimed),. 

(11) The artillery bnttery (I/3/1?) \-rns nt-ohad on two 
separate occasions during the night of 28 .. 29 July. The first 
group, estmatcd between 2-3 tWA, fired npproximately 25 rounrls 
of autonatic fire into the battery positions. Shortly after­
nidnight, 0. second prcbe by an estir.tated 6.8 NVA fired autl"l­
nntic weapons and threw grenades into the battery nositions. 
On b~th occasions, snaIl arms and machine gun fire forced the 
NVl, to break contact nnd wi thdrllw. A possible third group of 
NVA fired sr.1all ares into the Hotel COr:lpany positions while 
u. Hotel Company anbush fired.on an unknown nUMber of NVA 
I:1oving nC13,r tho a:r.lbush si to. Foxtrot Company patrol on 30 
JulYI 

searching a NVA bivouac area, found 4 graves, et\ch con-
tain ng one NVA budy. . 

)\Nli~i~~~~W"~~ 
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Harboring site 17. 
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. """ , ",c. Stirimary of 
'. .,1'1" i 

Enemy Casualties, Prisone rs and Captured 
r " .c.qu prnent: ' . 

(1) DOnG r;l~/CfJ: LO (1 .. 6 July): None 

( 2) Opcrn.tion Hi.STINGS ('7-31 July) 

(n) NV/. KII. (confirned) '), '1 , (probable) 26 

(b) ,NVA ~'lI/l (confimed) 7" (probable) 1 

(c) VCC ... 0 

(d) vcs - 0 

(e) Returnee ,- 0 

(f) Equipncnt 

1. Hcapons:9 AK-47J. 1 SI~S Assault ftifle, 
ISG-43 (Goryunov)-machine gun (ChicOil 'i'ype 53),1 Dpn(U~O~ 

, 2. Equipment: 2540 rounds of aMMl.1ni ti~:m, 
12 hand grenades, J packs, assorted unifOrMS (green rood li~ht 
grn.y), docunents, web gear (5 cartridge belts, 3 Mnga~ine . 
carriers, 3 r,rennde carriers). 

8. Missi£!!. 

a. 7-14 July 1966: To conduct recoil. operations in recon 
zones designated; provide and maintain a' mobile strike force 
to reinforce/assist in recon 'extractions~ be nrepared on order 
to exploit targets of opportunity, as requir~d~ coordinnte 
ARVN artillery wi thin range of recon teams! provide security 
for 1.SRr.'" site; conduc t patrolling and anbush activities ~ ~nd 
be prepared to carry out such orders as ,di rected hy CO, 4th 
Uarincs. 

b. 15-16 July 1966: Provide TF DEL1;'A. reserve' 'be p~ep~red on 
order to conduct search and destroy operat10ns. in Area dcstt-':- . 
nated by TF Commander; ini tiaIly! provide security to installa­
tions at DONG HA and OflI LO unti relieved on 15 July '1966. 

c. 17 July ... l/.ugust 1966: 'Displace to vicinity XD 
983563, establish blockingpositj.ons, and conduct search and 
destroy operation in zone, '. 

d. 2-3 August i966: Constitute'TF DEI.TA reserve. 

9. £onccpt of O~crations 
f '" 

ill''-; " .. . . . 
,IS 

~I: <, ,,:~f'~~IOSLJRC; 'Zil' 
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a. 7-14 July 1966: Two rifle companies l~cated at DONG 

;1f~ provide !.5HLT site security and the base of operations for 

recon acti vi tics. One rifle company provide sccuri ty for the 

artillery located at CIJ.1 LO. l1nximum patrol/ambush effort 
\-Till be ronde. 

b. 15-16 July 1966: Initially, provide installation 

s ecuri ty wi th tlm companies at DONG Hi'. and two comp:mies at 

CIl·! LO while cont~nuing assigned mission of suJlPortin~ recon 

effort." Hhen rell.eved on 15 July 1966, constitute TF DEI.TA 

reserve; be prepared for employment in the TF DEI,TI. ~one of 

action to conduct search and destroy operations and establish 

blocking positions as directed with three comnnnies abreast 
and one company in reserve. 

c. 17 July-lAugust 1966: InitiRlly,provldc blo~king 

posi tion ui th three companies located vicinity XD 974567 • 

Xl> 991579, alld XD 983563. During the pc riod 20-27 Ju 1y i 966', 

2 companies occupied blocking positions vicinity XD 990SQS 

and XD 993508, one company occupied high ground at XU 974S~7 

and XD 991579, and remaining company, with command group, 

remained vicinity XD 983563. During the period 28 July-

1 August 1966 company blocking positions were shifted to 

vicinity XD 995549; y~ 9835631 XD 974567 and XD 991579, 

and YD 002592. 

d. 2-3 August 1966: Constitute TF DELTt. reserve from 

base camp at OlA LE. 

10. Ft!l,2u tion 

n. ,1..1lll..Y.:e.J'l.J).!1t:it,,~Jn..~u.&£,.,<mg~t91LJj..tt~S~-i.-:th~~"~~rn.t:~ .. 9 .. ~=­
mcnt of Operatl.on HASTINGS. There was one pJ.Atoon '-ei'"EractTon ., 

and one insertion. by Det A, Recon Group BRhVO. Nine s~uad si~e 

patrols, 10 squad size ambushes, 18 outposts, nnd 18 listeni~ 

posts were employed. Two scout sniper te~s were assigned to 

Recon Group BRhVO and 3 scout sniper teams from 4th Marines . 

were assigned to 2nd 'Battalion, 1st IBrines. 

b. 8 July - At 1000H 2nd Platoon, Force Recon Comn4ny was 

successfully extracted by helo at coordinates YD 077469. At·· 

1630n 1st Plat, "1~" COr.1pnny r Recon Group BR1.VO wa.s sllccessful;ty 

inserted in RZ "C" at coorchnates YD 060495. At l835H Sparrow 

Hawk was helolifted to YD 0"90501 to provide security. of a dC'wned 

ClI-46 which was on fire, 00-46 waS COMpletely destr(')ye~. by 

fire and Sparrow Ha.wk returned at 1937H. At 2310H EnS patrol 

in ~bush at YD 117590 received 25 rounds of small arms fire 

from an unknown direction; the patrol returned fire with 150 

rounds of SMall ams. Arco. was searched at first ligl-·t with 

negative results. There was one extraction and one inserttcn 

by Det A, Recon Group BRhVO, nine squad si~e patrols, 14 sgaad . 

size ambushes, 18 outposts and 18 listening posts were ernployed e 

.. .., ", ,I"~ """'W 
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I 
ree scout sniper teMlS from the 4th Marines were assigned 

to this battnlion and two scout sniper teams were assigned ~o 
Det ~J Recon Group BR~VO. 

c. 9 J~ly - l .. t 06051I recon element was inserted and 
established an o.f.1bush on a. we11-usedt'rt\il in vicinity of 
YD 092593; a 4-nan VC point walked into the aMbush resulting 
in 4 VC Kl!~. The recon tenm imediately re~uested extrnction 
because of a large fire fight with n. . large nntrol of VC.' Team 
was extracted under hen.vy VC contact. UIl-IE gun ships ~rere 
requested and artillery was directed by on AO. Results of 
contact: 4 VC Iall (confimed). VC wore caMoufla~ed utilities 
and rninhats; onc VC carried an auto~~tic rifle W1th a dran 
naga.zine on to'p and a second cnrried, a non-descri!1t rifle. 
There was one reCon platoon insertion 'ap,d one extrnctic:'m., Fivo< 
squad size patrols, ,8 squad si!",e nnbushes ,18 ou t!,osts, and . 
18 listening posts l'Tereemployed; ~hi'ee scout snipe.r teams 'from 
the 4th'}.1arines, were assigned to this battalion. 

d. 10 July - At l200'Eu F Companies co~pleted exchange 
of posi tion: E Company'now at DONG, HA and F Company now at 
CAM LO to provide security ,for artillery positions. At ?O?'5~' 
"F" Company received 2 rounds of sus peete a 82rnm morta.rs at 
YD 130585.' Artillery returned fire on suspected mortar posi­
tions; the mission was unobserved. There was one recon nlatoon 
insertion and on'e extr~ction., eight sC!und siros p~trolsf 9 
squad size ambushes, 18 outposts~ and 18 listening posts were 
employed. Three, scout sniper teams from 4th Marines were 
assigned to this battalion. 

c. 11 July - At 1255H a recon' unit observed 5 VC hivoua~ed 
at XD 889558. Recon opened fire with srnal1arms in attcMnt 
to Hound and capture the VC. 1\1'0£1, was strafed by Ull-IE gun 
ships before VC could escape. VC fled 1n. an unknown direction 
wi th 2 VC 1rrA (probable). Sparrow Hawk Alerted to llssist in 
recon extrn.ction; however, reconunit! extrncted without in­
cident 'at 132,311 and Sparrow Hawk not required. At 1730!1 nG" 
Company nrri ved DONG HA from GIA IE. There were one re90n 
platoon insertion and. one extraction! eight sf"Iua.d patrols, 
9 squad ambushes, 18 outposts, llnd 1~ listening posts. Three 
scout snipe r tCD.ms fron the 4th Hnrines"lere assigned to the 
nattnlion. . 

f. 12 July - Upon landing to in~ert a recon ~lntoon at 
0605H in vicinity of XD 997645, the lead UH-lE, received small' 
arms fire from 5 to 6 VC moving towards the LZ\froJllXD':989f.55. 
Two rnen got out of the helicopter and were left when it im­
nediately lifted offl they moved to XD 997~48 without furthet 
incident and were extracted at 0648H without further contact. 
F-4 aircraft dropped 4 napalm tanks and fired rockets int6 the 
area; UH-lE gun ships fired 1000 rounds of 7,62rnm and 5.2.75" 
rocket.. Iksults unknolm ~s thO 'mtire &t"C'c. 'NtlS afl.ame'.· 
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At 0759H One AT' sectiop'displaced to C~ J.o, OpCon ifF" Company 
There was 'one recon platoon 1nsertion and one e~tractiont • 
eight squad size patrols, 7 squad si!o aMbushes, 18 outposts 
and 18 listening ~osts w~re emploYed. Three scout sniper teams 
frOM the 4th Harines were assigned to this battalion. 

q;. 13 .Ju1y - lit 0300n Echo Company vicinity"yn 244604 
receIved 7 sniper rounds from vicinity YD 257604. no fire 
returned as sniper continuaJ.ly shifted his T)ositi6n.. Area 
was searched at first light with negative rcsults~ At 09?rnr 
Sp[~rrow Hawk Wns'listed to' assist in reccm extractioh, Sparrow 
Hawk landed ond swept area wi thout nnldne contact t succcs·sfllily 
extracted at 1148H. Spnrro\,l Hawk agldn alerted at l83SU to . 
nssist recon tco.n at YD 005635 \'1hich Might have to be extracted. 
Snarrow Hawk launched at 1920H but did not land since recon . 
clenent renained undetected anJ Sparrow Hawk returned at' 20100. e 
There were 3 daylight recon insertions, 1 nigh time insertio~ 
and'2 extractions. Seven squad patrols, 8 s~und aMbushes, 
18 outposts and 18 listening posts were enployed. Throe scout· 
sniper teans fron 4th Harines renain assie;ned to this battalion. 

h. 14 July - At OOlOB 4-6 VC atter.1pted to infiltrate 
F3B patrol's lines aLmg tpe river at YD 182587 to d1\Mt',ge the 
bridge at that locntion.F,.6"B fired 10 to 15 rounds of 7.~2 
and physically pursued 'the ve. Contact was lost in heavy . 
undergrowth. At 2305H TF DELTA FR! .. G ORDER 1-(;6 "was received: 
All units execute Operation H.llSTINGS at I50800!!; 2/1 to be 
in reserve. There was one rccon tean insertion and ~ne extrac­
tion. Five squad size patrols, 8 squad sit'-c ambushes. 18 
outposts, and 18 listening posts were enployed. Three scout 
sniper teans fron 4th Harines remain assigned to this battalion. 

i. 15 July - At 1320B, TF DELTA directed 2nd nn~ 1st Marine~e 
to place one platoon on 15 ninute stand-by to enter"the opera. 
ting, area to provide security for dOlmed helicopter, At 14000 
F /1 was launched and landed at 1455H. At 1635H TF DEl,T!'/' dir-
ected that one conpany (Echo) be alerted for possible lift 
to 3rd En, 4th Harines arca vicinity YD 037641. At l750H Ell 
and Echo Cornand Group boarded CH-46' s and departed DONO nil 
for operating area. At lSOOH one CH-46 carrying 12 marine s 
frOM Ell and 4 CrCl'l meMbers was shot down in vicinity of YD 
050654 by a .50 Col nachine gun. Tl'lClve Harines from E II and 
2 cre", r.lcmbcrs ''lere ICIA. At l835H a second CH-46 with cre~.; 
and :remainder of Ell returned to DONG HA. There "'Tere five 
squad size patrols! 8 squad ambushes, 9 outposts, and 9 listen­
ing ;posts ,';ere enp oyed. Three scout sniper teaMS from 4th 
Haritlcs rennin assigned to tbis battalion. 

j. 16 July - At 0020H .TR DELTA FRAG QRDER 3",66 rece'ived: 
2nd Dil-," 1st )larines to' land in LZ at. YD 066655 commencing . 
160730n, remain' in. LZ for further orders ,:"and beprepahd te . 
move to,.2nd Dn, 4th Harines on order. At 06200 2r~d Tln, ' 

" 
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1st Mar departed DONG llA CP for the airfield. At ~30If ·.:4. 
"E" and "Fit conpanies lifted off for LZ ROnUI. At 0900H all 

units of 2nd-Dn, 1st Marines arrived on Hill"IOO. At. 113011 

units reported 1n position: CP at.YD 007565, nus Compan., at 

YD 06565, E Company . at YD 065656 , F COr.1pany at: YD 072652 H ' 

Company at YD 06553, and G COr.lpany (in resei've) at YD 24!S97. 

Units \-lere directed to conunencc short range patrols. At 1335H 

the battalion was forced to shift positions to vicinity YO 
064660 due to a grn.ss fire. All lines "lerc tied in following the 

move. F CO~'1pnny :frOM' YD 060659 to YJ) .0606fi!t II COMPE.1l1y from 

l~ 063657 to YO 067662, and E Cornpanyfrorn IU 060~59 to YD 
067660. Night time activities cOr.tr'lonced atl930n. Lt 2053H '-

IITI:" yompany and 81mn mo rtl.'..r platoon rctel ved 95 rounds of sus _.-

1?ccted 82;];~ .nortnr fi~'e on th,:dr . position, the las t round It'J1d-

1ng at 210m~, l.n nrt:'lllery D1SSlonwas fl red on tho FlU:;:pc\:.'{.t->(1, vc 

r.tortar position in vid.ni ty of YD 067654.' H.cl5ult',s of nrtill~ry 

fire were unknown, but mortnr fire cease~. Friendly c~sunlties: 

1 lilA, 7 ~rI!... The rc \lere 9 s(~uad a.."lbushe s, 10 outposts nnd 10 

listening posts enploycd.· . . 

k. 17 July - kt 0009II TF DELTL F:1AG ORDER 6-66 ,,!U.s received: 

2/1 comence 1nnding a. t 08~lI in LZ--vicini ty J~ 984561 to con­

duct search nnd destroy operations in o.rcn ~d nssur:\e O1'O,on o.t 

170600.:; of 11:111 Battcry 1st Bn, 11th l:arines. l .. t ORIOH'nll 

uni ts lifted fron 1Z r..ODIN (YD 066655). l .. t 0923H new CP locnted 

ut XD 984563. ht 0920U 0.11 units of 2/1 lnnded at new locntion: 

E Conpc,ny Q. t XD 988559, F Conpn.n,y a.t XD 9755f3.S and H Compa.ny 

at XD 985574. i .. t 1228r! 4.2"/1/11 in :,,\osition nt TIn C.P. ft.t 

1430:1 F /2 putrol siehtc~ a va sniper in a tree at XD 975574i . 

patrol fired fl~O rounds of snaIl o.ros and 3 tounds of 81m J'lortt'.r. 

Thc arc a was soarched with negative resu,lts. l .. t 2012I-! TF DELTA 

FIUD OlillEr<. 7-66 lTn.S received: 2/1 crmtiriuc aSSigned search and 

destroy operations in assiGned' aren. of operation. .There were 

2 pla.toon p::-.trols t 4 squc.d !,l1trols, 8 outposts, nnd 9 listening/ 

11T:1bushcs e"l1)loyed:. _ ' 

1. 10 July ... · Bctvecn OS15}: a.nc. 0700U nil received 4 rounds 

of 01 or 82nr.1 nortnr' ;fire [\,.nd at>proxin~tely 350 rounds of sfl:lll 

:lrr.:s fire both seni-and automat1c weap'!)ns located in the 

vicinity jro 993~8S. LP's pulled ~n and artillery/Mortar fire 

,'ms br')ut;ht o~ sus!Jccted positions. Horthr fire forced lTVA 

to novo 8.nd fl.re was adjusted _ccordingly. At 0620H 

one NVA sc .. uncl vJI1S ob served paving along strcD..r1bcd vicinity 

:iJ) 995585; fire nission .called. Area of these' 6ontll.cts swept 

by "1JII ConprulY nfter conpletion of firc·nission$. Results'of 

the engngenent: 'fWO HVL !~IL (probable), 1 DP1! !1.."..chinc gun, 500 

rounds 7.62[1r:1 annuni tion, ane various a.rticles 7132 genr cl\pturerl • 

L ~ol1siderc.blo .:inount 6f blood. found in the nrea. J.t 1045H Bll 

on 11 conbat patrol nmlc.·contnct uith the security cleMents of 

an cstiunted NVf& squa.d, reinforced: liith one nachine gun, in the 
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vicinity XD 996545. Receiving a heavy volume of autoMatic -
weapons fire, tho plo.toon deployed o.nd comenced the assault. 
fl conbination of heavy undergrowth an(~ the well-posi tinned. 
e~e~ nachine gun slowed the attack. After nalling nn artillery 
r.uss1on, the platoon resumerl the assault util-izinp; nIl its 
organic weapons and overran the enemy posi tion. Results of 
the cngo.gement: 3 NV A KIA (confirned J, inclucUng·1· offICer f 
6 NVI~ KIA (probable), 1 Goryunov Machine gun (ChicoM type), 
and 1 AK-47; friendly losses: }DOW 8 '111i •. At 1100H E ,;\ also 
a COMbat patrol, sweeping eastward alonr: high ground vicini tv 
XD 999558 made neo.vy c' 'ntact at close C'tuarters wi th ~n esti-
mated NVA platoon reinforced wi th 2 and possibly 3 machine 
guns. The NVA opened fi re fron well concealed, duf"-od1l posl tions 
at the edge of the canopy. E/3 returned fire and cOMMOncod the 
assault of the position. Suffering several casualties, E 13 held ,. 
its position and called in 81m lind 4.2" J110rtar fire, which wns -
walked down the ridge line into tl'e enemy position. One rf'tllnd 
of 4.2" UP forced 4 NVA to··break from their posi tion- they 
were killed. by E/3' S sT'ml1..arns fire as seon as thev'were in 
the open. lls the attack continued about 7.5-30 NV.l'.. '-lere observed 
moving from the south to reinforce the eneMY position. hs 
the direction of their movement "1ould have cut off the main 
body of E/3 from the covered area where the platoon had as­
sembled its wounded, the platoon moved to cover the ·woundeCl. 
and called artillery missions on both ener.1.Y thrents. !.t t~at 
time due to both heat and battle casual ties, the pIn toon \-TaS 

reduced to an effective strength of 20. The wounded were Mod 
evaced and the main body fell bl".c'~ to JI'k'\ke full utili'1ation ('\f 
all supporting arms. flir (includinp nap.alm), artillery, and 
mortar fires were brought to benr agidnst the enel"lY ,...osi ti<":lns 
wi th very etfec tive coverage. II 10. ter swee~ of the nroo re­
vealed well.dug-in, mutually sU!'lJ')ortinp resi tions _ Res l 11tt1 
of the engagement were: Frien<lly, 8 ~'lI!k, 5 bcn,t caSltnl ties ~ 
6 NV!i KIll (confirmed), 12 NVA KIll (probable). At l020H H/l 
patrol found a company/battalion camp site in the vicini ty 
of XD 982582. There were numerous fir:h tinr: holes, bomh 
shelters, tables, chairs, and an alter. It was estima.te~. thA.t 
this position had been occupied durin/,: the past two days. r.t 
ll301I the patrol located a suspected cOJm'i1and bunl.rer at XD 
995584 surrounded by 6 fighting holes. An aJ!ll1\o hunt'cr shol-rinp' 
silOS of recent use was also found. At l8l5H "}~" COJTIf'Pliy 
sighted 67 NV!l moving inside the tree line at XI> q795AR. "-
fire mission was called forcing the NVA back into the canoJ'V 
with unknown casualties. lit 211011 "H" OP # 4 heard sound of 
heavy eneny moveMent at XD 989588. OP fired small arms ~nd 
threw grenade s; noises ceased. At 21 53J·! "II" or # 1 he1.rd 
heavy movement along stream bed and around canopy in vicini tv··· 
XD 985583. Four NV!. wore Been 10 ,·It}ter in·frt-n·t C!'f fir Ifh4-eJn ot'ltD'd 
fire. NV:. ran and fell into bush. Results un'rnown. fl.t ?31'7ff . 
Tas!: Force DELTi .. FR/.G ORDER 10-6(, received: 2 'I continue 
assigned mission.. Ilt 2335H nne' menber 'F{,/R p,'. tl'Ol shot hi.mself' 
in foot; retum~ to company area~ pntro con:.~_n~:~.:_~~:. 
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2400fl 2/1 issued FR!lG ORDER for 19 July: floll units continue 
assigned missions. There were 7pl::rtoo,n. sized n::1troi-fr, C) 

squad ar.tbushcs, 8 outposts, and 10 listcnin,:( rosts •• ~" 
ployed. 

• 
n~ 19 July .. lit 0800H wrIT Battery ~OI!IMenced nr,p fires 

in support of "E" Conpanyat YD 000559 and XD 997558 'at --
0840I1 the battery cOJ11l11encccl pr'cpfire ,in sLfJ"lT"'ort of "Ffl COM­
pany at)J) 968570 and XD 976573~ ''A't- IVWP l'E"CoT"Tlf'n,r f~lmrl-
a VC Jl.i.d Station at YD 007559 wi th str~hei'- .. ann hloody band­
ages which were b~lieved tohllve .been used ·to treat yesterday- s 
casunl ties. lit 1255H "B" Conpanj~ . found '4 b'un1ters "ri"th rice . 
(30 pound s) and n r,take- shift operating room anct m.edic~ 1 hrtp, 
at YD 00/J.552. IJunJ:::ers "eredest royed and .nedic:,.l Sllnn1ic S 

returned to cr. I1t 1305H "E" Cdnpnny lell.delenents ~t yn 
002559 were fired on by 3 NV/· sniJ'ers who fled ahan~oninr­
packs. The fire was returned and the snipers "Tere rmrsn.ed 
with negative results. There were 2 COMpany si~e n~trols. 
3 squad patrols, 10' squad anbushes, 10 listening l'os ts amI 
8 outposts tilInploJ'li:Id... . . . . 

n. 20 July - i~ t 0043I~ Task Force DELT j\ F~/,G Onn'1.;R 11-f;F; 
received: 2nd 13n, 1st }1arines continue assigned Mission in 
present zone. li.t 1120II "~,, Companyc'iscovercd foxholes :'In(' 
1 bunker at XD 987547 which "Jere destroyed. }~t 1500n IIPII 

and "Fli Companies directed to Move overland from nresent 
positions to establish blocldng position vicinity Xl) 99S5<)h 
and XD 990590 respectively. Rou te of march: Alrmp, strenn ~ed 
and trai.l running generally north frOM vicini ty' Y.D 998570; 
order of march !lIP', .then ifF". 1710H H /~/4 ,OpCon to 2/1··and 
in pC'! si tion at XD 974566 wi thone platoon an~ COMpany (-). nt 
XD 992578. :.t 1800H "II" COT'lT'any in position at XD 0. <)SSc)S • 
.At 1845H "HilCompanypatrol fired on 2 NVl' ... Movinl>' nprth vicinity 
Xl) 995591. nVl .. broke contact and fled to north.~t ?losn "F" 
Conpany moving along rou te to new posi tion f1arle 'contact ,d th 
unkn01m number of NV.l~ in the vicinity ofXD 995585. The CI)M­
pany was split as the contact was made with the.center nf tl-te 
colurm. The contact hit the FIle team, resnltinl!, in one friendly 
{\Ii. and one HII.. The contact was repulsed in hand to hand cnrr.­
bat. An. artillery missi.on and a flare ship were rCl"'nested to 
assis t !IF" Company. Contact "ras lost with Ii'/3 And H'f C te ~.Jl1. 
f.t 2220:1 "H \I COll'Jpany ambush at XD 992592 heard movenent near 
position, opened fire with snaIl arms and called for illumi­
nation with negative results. L1t 2350rI sane ambush had one NVl\. 
walk into anbush site. llmhush opened fire resultinp in 1 lTV1\. 
IaA (confirraccl). There were 2 company pA.trols t 1 plE1.toon 
pat~ol J ~ squad pn troIs, 8: ou tJ?osts ~ 8 ~r~l~}\~",p.,mpps~es.a~d 

8 h. s ten1ng po st s amplo~d.. 'i~li~~~J:::~~~~~r:::1 
) 
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L:~~o.-"2i-·-J~1~ - At 0030II "F" COMpany reg~-ined radi~ communi 
ications with F/3 and continued efforts to consolidate its 
position. At 031(11 F/3 and FAC tell.M effected ~hysic~l contact 
and proceeded to linlt up wi th rest of COM):'Iany. At 0455H "F" 
COMpany reunited and set' j.n position the rentf\tnder of th~ 
night. At 07301I Ii}i'll Conpany linf(ed up wi th "H" COMpnnv and 
began to Move into position. Results of "F" COMnany contact: 
3 friendly rIll and 2 friendly ",7JA. rTVA casualties: 1. KIA 
At l025H an unlmown nUMber of 1'1"1;, took F/3 under fire as it 
lfas r.1oving into position, F '3 returned fire and atteMPted 
to locate NVA wi th negative results. At 2050H both nann F . 
Companies received auto~~tic weanons fire alon~ entire line. 
4.2/" and 6Or:tr.l mortar fired at su'spected positions. At "115H 
H/3 4 observed ','6, NVA moving south frOM the vir-ini ty of Xl) 
976562. l .. rtillery /mortar fi re mission called. At ?117!! P 
Company noted heavy Movement novin~ south in streambed at XD 
992595. Artillery fire called to "walk" down valley. - At ?lt1?H 
H/3/4 sighted 6 NV1~ at jQ) 992582 and fired 5 rounds P ... 70 at 
them. NVA withdrew to north. At sar.te time ~{/3/4 noted henvy 
Movement to northwest and north. The sound of Metal strild.lll~ 
metal (suspected mortar posi tion) was aliso noted. 8lr.un Mor·ta.r 
mission called and movenent ceased. This Movement to ~nd fro 
(north and south),alon~ the streaMbed trail seemed to indicate 
tha t an unknown nnl'1bcr of tTV,t1 were movinr: bac'~ and fort~ llt­
teptpting to escape the artillery fire. 1~ortar/.rti11erv fire 
was continually adjusted to cut off their escape or drive 
them into friendly lines. At 2ll!-8H on Comp;tny received 8?Mm 
mortar fire from north. At 215r.;;~ "Hit COl"nA.nv directed Mortai' 
r.1ission on target at XD 995605 with "F" COT1pany FO ohservin/'.. 
At 22l0H mortar attacl. against "H" Company ceased. fIt ??'3..oH 
11/3/4 noted rnovemen t in brush at XD 992582 and called mortar 
r.dssion. At 2224H "U" Company OP # 1 heard sound' of people 
running at XD 995600, or withdreW and artillery mission c~lled. 
At 2240H "n" COl!lpany heard heavy NY! moveMent at XD 997604, 
and called artillery. At 23l01I "Bn Company observed green 
light similar to mortdr ai«dng stake to rear, light di8a~peared 
after mortar mission was fired. At 2320 M/314 reported 3, 
minor \'i!A's from previous 81rnrn mortar mission. At ?'340n- TF 
DELTl' .. FRAG ORDER 12-66 received: 2/1 continue search' and 
destroy operations in assigned area of responsibility, Ther~ . 
Were 5 platoon ,patrols, 2 platoon am')usheS. 10'srouad ambushes, 
9 outposts and '9 listening posts iil!l~loY'iJd. ~ 

p. 22 July' - By 0030H the attacks against "F" 'And "II" 
Companies had gradually subsided. (See ,paragraph 6'."f...,r 
discussion of artillery support during this ~eriod). From the 
enemy's action it was apparent that the NVIi. forces ,,rere ma'~inr­
a concerted eff~rt to eliminate the bl~cking vositions ° 
(Xl) 990598 and ltD 004598) manned by "I?" and "II" Companies. 
~s the attack progressed it appeared to become increasin~ly 
disorganized giving proof to the succesS of the battalions's' 
actions. At OlOOH "H" Company reC!uested mad evac for 3 f,rIAl s· 
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, med e~:c"wC:s-"coffiISleied at 0140H f 'Total' casualties for night's 
engagement: Friendly: 2 I~IA nnd 13' UIA; ITVk rIA nnd r:rI1 .. , 
unknown. At 1040H F;2pntrol point cnrne in c~nttict 'wi tl~ 3 to 
6 HVA at XD 99860.:1. Point opened fire with small nrrns, NVA 
broke cont,!lct and disa,pearcd into the flountain ca.nopy. 1"..n 
Olr.nn Bortn.r fire rusSioll w'as clll1ed''lith excellent covero.ge of 
tnrget arc!'.. Cont~ct 'results: 2 friendly inL' s, 1 1lV A lClf~ , 
(prohab1e), and ]. NVl .. ;'.rIA (probable). l~t 1~~?5H 11 Co 3/4 replaced 
on 1"Josi tion by G Con~rulY , 2/1; M ·Com,t'.ny 3/·1 returned to no.rent 
uni t. l .. t 2015~: 1:/1/1 .. pntro1 llr.1bush siGhted 10 nVI. cominp; from 
the south Hoving north a.1ong streambed in vicinity,'::;) 99559·'. 
The pc.trol opened fire ld th snnll arms nne' eren".des. The NVA 
tlcen broke conta.ct~ results: 2 IT'lL :'1:" (pro~)n.ble). f..rtil'ery 
fire cisdon cll11ec. llith unobservcd results.' At ?'225!I'],?/3 n· ... ,trol 
in r.:.~bush o")cned fire; on 3- .. ~ lTV 1.. in 'vicini tv';:,) 986598, P'I"1. 
brokc con tact in unklio~ln direction, ~cl It /3~~.1':lUSh. ret1lrncd to 
C? since nr,~bush site ':rc.s cOM~roT:rl.sec~, l.t "3·~S~~ T~s': Force mn,';'l 
F·:~; .. G o:u:n 13-66 rcc;eived. 2/1 con tinuese,::;,rch ~nd destroy 
o:)crc.ti011s in nrca of rc s!lonsibility. Therr'.l1er(';· 3 ,It'.toon 

i
1j c.trols, 3 s(u~(l p.::.tro1s, 10 s<:,und D:nhushes, B ont,osts :md n 
istcninc post.s cnpIoyed. 

, , 

q. 23 July - During ,eriod .0001-0250' et~erl!.e!·c~T rCS' 1 ;"''r'ly 
of .:;.2" .:'J1C: n1r.l~·i f.l0l"tr.r {'.Dr~nition. effectfid. ,/.t 0800!~ l1T~n 
C0l'11):my coor1cnccd pove ovcrlnnd to re'li~ve IIFil, Co!"'~~n7T on 
VO si ~i ?111 noyo cOI'lI'lcted n t l30~i ::;!lc. n~1' Con!,,~,n~r :n0 si ticm now 
H1 v~c~n~ty .. 0 990598. Lt 1317,1 "i'" Comp~,,~r st,r.ted move1'tent 
r.;o~ "TC'.S in position vicinity jO) 9835fi3 o.t 1758tL l.t 1??O!! iI~li 
Conptmy observed 2 unidentified person~ in vicinity XD 9(7592~ 
l06nn :n, and SInn. I10rtt·rs fired '"n sus-ne'tted ""erson.nel· wi th 
unknolID results. l.t 1320H IIG"Cotl!"nny' recei vocl ? rounc1s of 
02!'.1D ::1ortn.r n.ric: sporc.tic 'autor.lC.tic 't.fcc.!,lons fire frob vicinity 
i::;J 9975S6; .. ~·.21i nort~r fires ~Terc ct'.l1.edon sus~ecter:l enery 
position =mel enctly nortn.r ~!1d autor ... 1.tic 't<Ten,ons firing ce~,sed. 
3ctuccn the llours of 0800:~ t'nG. 1700n 11/3 p~trol -loc:\ted tl. • 
pIt. toon-size 'NVi .. CC,IJp 51 te in vicini ty XD 994588-}G) 982588! • 
the site conto.incd nuncrous fightinG holes and cooldnp urens t 
in addi tiun to four 01r:ll'1 or 82Mr.l mort,~r ~ositions at JJ) 9885u8 
wd 100 to 150 spider holes alonr th(~ riclgeline. l~re1\ senrc~,er'1. 
~~('1. 9cstroycd by !I/3 p,?trol. ; f~t2251:.: '?nd.}~n, lS,t .. }f.o.rines rr.{LG 
O ... D:S~~ for 23 July "ms l.ssucd: Conpc.nJ.cs II~II n,l'ld Ii!, II to conduct 
Il1ato on size p:-.. troIs l1~yine l'. ttention to dr,1.w.s fstre~n '"',ees rmd 
tr,::-.iIs; "Gil Coroc.ny cor.u~':cnce helo lift from present pesi tion to 
relieve tiI:" Conpnny on posi tion in viciaj.tiy of i~ S97597 'I.nd 
t;wn conCuct cxtens:ive ,ntrolli~'!c to north and west inpl('.toon 
siZoe pc.trols. l.t 2300:1 iJ/2/(~ ,n.trol nude contn.ct .wi th 3 to .~ 
iTV!. r.lovil1[; south to l'lorth' ~long strc~,n bo~e'. coorc~in.t\tes'j~}) 995595. 
r=/2/1. pc.trol opencd fire uith .150 roul1/sof 81"1nll !'.rr18 nnd t·~l"ew 
greno.dcs. NV A returned serirlarid automatic fire and threw 
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1 grenade and then broke contact. 1I2A machine p,l1n .itmmed and 
patrol returned to CP because ambush was·compromised. Redult$: 
2 probable NVA KIA. Two 1'la.toon p~~trols, ? squad !'tttrols, • 
8 s~uad ambushes, 8 outposts, and ~ listen1ng posts .~plored, 

r •. 24· July - At OOOllI ''II'' Company LP # 3 at XD 998593 
made contact with approximately 30 ~Wt, LP open~d fire and 
expended 45 rounds of small ams and 10 grenades, NVh forces 
.broke contact in all directions and LP retumer:'l to CPt "Il" 
Company received 4 rounds of suspected 82mrn mortars landing 
at XD 998593.At ~OO05H booby traps which were rlan~ed at XD 
998598 were tripped by an unknown source and f re missions ... 
from 4.2" Battery were fired at coordinates XD 9985~3. t~ep:a­
tive assessment on fire mission. Results of contact of LP # 3: 
4 NVA KIA (probable). At 0545II "H" Company reporte~ reeei'Ving 
heavy small arms fire and mortar fire from vicinity of XD 
998596. Fire missions by the 4.?" Battery and illurnin~tion 
by 8lmm mortars were called and eneMY activities ceased. A 
search of the area was conducted at first li~ht and 4 NVA 
RIb. (body count), 5 weanons, 7 grenades and 15 full Map.;avines 
were found at XD 99598,· At l300H E/3 patrol made contact witn 
3 NVA on trail in vicinity XD 989605, opened fir~ with small 
arms, killing 2 NVA, physically pursued and captured 2 we~pons 
and combat equipment. Patrol lost contact with ~Wh force~ 
and returned to CP. Psy l\Tar Broadcast aircraft ret"luested, but 
mission aborted due to foul weather. There were 4 platoon 
patrols, 3 squad patrols, 9 squad ambushes t 7 outposts, and 
8 listening posts emploTed. .. . 

• 1 

s. 25 July - At 015SII Task Force DELTA FTU.G ORDER 15-66 
received: 2nd Bn, 1st Harine to continue search and destroy 
operations in ass1gned area. At 0240H 2/1 FRJ~G f'RDER for ").5 
July sent: all companies conduct .search and destroy operations e 
in assigned sectors paying particular attention' to trails. 
draws, and other avenues of withdrawal or approach leadin~ 
north and northwest; all units are to mine main trails and 
maintain proper records; all·patro1s to be in platoon stren~th·. 
At 1730H "I" Battery, 3rd Bn, 12th Mirines uriv~ S6t. Bb GP aal 
set in gun positions to prov1delonger range general sur~ort 
for TF DELTA. At 20001-1 two booby traps were sprung by an 
unknown source at In 998578 and all units were alerted for 
possible enemy activity, At 2300H '1/1 F~f~G ORDER for 4)6 
July sent: "E" and "F" Companies exchange pos:j.. tions by halo 
lift commencing 0800H; upon completion "E" Company condlJct 
search and destroy opera.tions in zone paying particular 
attention to GS YD 0056 and yD 0057 north of route # 9 and 
"F" Company expand operations in lone to North and' "·'est to 
uncover trails, etc; "G"and "u" companies continue search 
and destroy operations in assigned zones; all companies 
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employ platoon sized pat'rols. . A:t 2344H Ta~k F'roce DElTA . 
Fr~AG ORDER 16.66 received: 2/1 continueass~gned .mission. 
There were 4 platoon patrols f 2 sl"uad patro1s'J 8 sf'jua.d al'l1hushes. 
7 outposts, and 7 lis tening posts e~101Y"d. . r 

t •. 26 July - f.t 0800H "F" Company cOmMenced helilift to­
relieve "E" Company on position vicinity XD 98059B~ "En COJl'l­
pany moved into flF" COf'lpany's positions vicInity XD 974566 
and XD 991579 on the return flights. At 1315H F/l pa.trol 
OP sighted 3 uni.dentified men running over the hill to the 
southwest in vicinity of XD 988594, OP fired 15 rounds of 
60mrn mortars Hitb an unknown effect. At 2125H "Fit Cormany 
received 5 rounds of suspected 6Qmrn mortars from vicinity' 
xn 578594, .81rnm mortars were called onS1tspected enemy . 
position and enemy mortaring ceased, At 22l5H'2/1 FRhG ORDtm 
for 27 July issued:upon arrival 3/5 units in 2/1 zone "F" 
and "G" Companies be prepared for helilift to LZ' s to be 
deSignated." "E" and "H" companies continue search and destrov 

opera tions in assi&ned zones. At 2337H TF DEI,Tt. F1f1.G ORD~R 
17-66 received: 2/1 continue search and destroy operations 
in aSSigned areas and move units in accordance with adiu.st~d 
boundaries. There were 3 platoon patrols, 5 s~uad pAtrols, 
10 squad ambushes, 10 outposts, and 7 listenin~ posts· 
employed. 

u. 27 July - 0930n 3 /5 units cOJlU'l1enced move into.?/l 
zone. At l225H I'F" Company staged excess gear at "G" COJ'1'many's 
position and at 1300H commenced overland movement to vicinity 
XD 9855 along streambed. fit 1500~I "G" Company commenced 
mover:\ent in trace of "F" Cormany to new positions vicinity 
YD 005565. t.t l830n all units in pcssi tion and northern FCL 
established along GL ~.At ZIIOH TF DEIJTft FRIi.(} ORDER l8 ... ~6 . 
received: 2/1 continue assigne~ search and destroy oper~ti~ms. 
j~t 2200H 2/1 FRfi.G ORDER for 28 July issued:" All unit's contintte 
search and destroy operations in assigned areas. Thed-e loTere 
2 company patrol's,' 3 squad patrols" 9 s''''uad ambushes, 7 
outposts, and 8 listening postse~?loyc~. 

v. 28 July - Between 0216H and 0340H three une~pl~ined 
explosions (thought to be grenades) occured D~ar CPo E~ch 
investigation proved negative. At 1445H a warninp order 
was issued to "l~" Company to be prepared to be helo-lifted to 
vicini ty 03 XI> 9152 to conduc t search and destroy operations' 
at 290105:1 warning order was cancelled.· Daylight patrols h~.d 
negative contact. Between the hours of 2125H and 23l?·H ' 
"U" Company at XD 969573, "R" Company ambush # 2 at XT.) 977572 1 and "Itt Battery 3/12 were p,robed by an undetermined number of 
NVA'i> believed to be attempting to' infi1tra.te their positions. 
NV;i'S fired small arms and threw grenades. This ~~Tas answered 
with vigorous small arms, mortar, and li-79 fire. NVi\. broke 
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~ih unKnoWn directions. Areas were swept at first 

light with negative results. lit 2307H Tas'.: Force D~l,TA 
FRAG ORDER 19-66 received: 2nd Bn, 1st HarineS to continue 
search and destroy operations in assigned area. "F" Btry 
1st Bn, 11th l1arines moves to ~A NANG at 291200H July. There 
were 1 platoon patrol, 4 squad patrols, 2 platoon ambushes, • 
7 squad ambushes, 8 outposts, and 8 listening posts e.~loyed. 

w. 29 July. At 0030H "I" Battery, 3/1? received small 
arms fire from 6 to 8 l'W I.' s in posi tion at XD 997571 ~nd Y.D 
973561; fire was returned by small arms, 106mM RR and 105mm 
direct fire. All enemy activity ceased. The areas "Tere St-Tent 
at first light wi th negative results. At Ol05H '2/1 _ 
P:.1 .. G ORDER fcu'29 July issued: all cOMpanies continue se~lrch 
and destroy operations in ass1gned areas; 81's and 105's . 
provide fire support on order and 4.2" be p're!lared to move to 
DONG H!~. at 29120(lJ.. Commencing at 09t!·OH 3/5 units ,noved south e 
into 2/1 zone to be heli1ifted frOM ?/l 1,7,- at 1400H. f.t 1200~I 
W/l/Il commenced lift from their positions. At l315H .3/5 . 
ele~ents commenced lift. Daylight patrols had negative contact. 
At 2240H TF DELTA FRAG ORDER 20.66 received: 2nd Bnt Ist~mrines 
continue operations in assigned area; one.platoon to be detached 
300900H to provide Rough Rider securi ty'edi report to C ,0. JJSIi 
upon arrival at DONG HA. At 2355I1 2nd Bn, 1st lfarines issued 
FRi~G OHDER for 30 July: all units continue search and destroy 
operations in assigned areas1 "E" Company be T'lrepared to detach 
one platoon at 300900H to provide Roup,h Rider" securi t~r~ platoon 
to report to C.O. LSA upon arrival at DONG HA, There were 3 . 
platoon patrols, 2 squad patrols, 9 s"uad ambushes, 8 outT,\osts. 
and 8 listening posts employed • .: . 

x. 30 Ju~y_ - !it 0900H. rero~ining .3/5.un~ ts .Jnoved into ?/1 
area from north; lifteq out .at1300B •.... D&yl~ght natr~ls had 
negative contact. At 2000H 2/1 nor~hero.bot1ndary est.ablished 
along 60 GL. 'Between2130H and 2342HCP lines probed hy _. >-

several rounds small anns and grenades. Wlixttl"'C~ei With,a. 
al'l:ls fire; negative results; no friendly casualties. At 2235H 
Task Force DELTA FRAG ORDER 21.66 received: 2/1 continue 
operations in assigned area and to be prepared to heli-lift 
one platoon "E" Company at 310900 to provide Roup,h Rider 
securi ty to DONG HA. At 2247H 2/1 FRf.G ORDER for 31 July issued: 
all units continue search and destroy operations in aSSigned 
areas; "E" Company detach one platoon effectbre 310900n to . 
provide Rough Rider secur~ty, There were 1 platoon patrols, 
5 squad patrors. 8 squad ambushes, 7 outposts, and 8 listeninr­
posts mployad': 

y. 31 July - At 01.10 "E" Com!"any sa~T 4-5 N~A in front of 
posit.ion, threw grenades and NVi\' retired. J)ayh.rrht patrols 
had negative contact, At 2120H 2/1 iSSUTh.F_~~ OnUE~ for 1 

~W~~[LU~S)~~UU' ~llUJ . 
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gust 1966: commcncine011000H 2/1 moves by helo to DOH'} l!t:. 
r..na subsec:ucnt1y to GIi~ LE on 2 Lnrrust. There Here 5 s"'und 
pr..trols, 11 squn.d o.mbt!shes, 9 outposts, and .12 listening ,..,osts 
emplo~Ted. .-

z. 1 Lugust - Lt 0830ii commencec~ he10lift of !'3/12 D,nd 2'1 
to :JONG ~L; 123m! lift com'leted. f.t 1500H HFjS, OF 1'..nd a 
pIn toon of E Cornpt.nies der'"', rtcd DOnG !Y_ -by Rongh Rider for GIlL I.E 
nrrivip.f, nt GIA L'S at 1830H 'pithout incident. Lil c6Jn1"~nies 
eKcept E~ Co occHpied ~rcvious positions on the lines J E Co nro­
vided security for 2/4 r.rpn and arti-:lery nositions. There't-Tere 
6 outl)osts, 12 listening ,osts, 2 COl.1:;:<'.ny ~C'..trois nne-' 1 plntoon 
putrol. 

a.n. 2 Lueust - Lt 1230n ~! Co .'l.rrivcd by Rough Rider from 
DOllG :Jj~. There lTerc 8 outposts :tnd 10 listcninp, nests emp1o:v--od, 

ncco~;.nc~ ~;i~Sj·rdil~~nI~t~~~sh·~~16YtYZ~~~~~~··'~~~;~~1;;.toon 
pr.. troIs, 9 s,::ur.d ;")n troIs and lS"listoning ~o sts c!'1!,loyed .. · 

11. Jiqsults 

a. Friendly ?ersonnel nnd 3 nuipment 

(1) ::-crsonncl strenGth of "'l1.rticiT"ll tinp: units during 
Opera tion LUJ'fIl!G was as fo 1] OtrTS ~ 

usrc U~N 

Officers 28 Enli~ted .791 Officers 2 Enlisted 44-

(2) Frien~l~r Co.sualtie s 

(a) Battle Casualties - 18 "Iii's and ~ B 'TIt's. 

(b) non-battle Casu!'.lties (includin~ ill)' .. "2?8 
(17'0 were non .. evac), Totals include all attached units. 

(3) Discipline, JJnw and Order: Ho nroblcms encountered. 

(4) Burial c.nd Grnves Registration~ 1Jo nro1:'lleMs 
encountered. 

(5) Porale: Poronl for an. operation of this type 
and dur~tion. t 

(6) Ho tr1 endly c r:ui,.,men t \-TaB los t clnring t h e onern tior 
hO,"lcver, considerable personal" :?ropcrty ·~.nd individunl enuipment 
stored at DOHG ILL 'tV[\.S lost or destroyed. 

, 
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b. Ener.ty Personnel and Equipment 

( I) NV A InA Conf irrned - 27 

(2) , NVA l{Ii~ Probable - 26 

(3) , NVl! ~t/IA Confirmed - 7 

(4) NVA !'lIA Probable - 1 

• .- , ..• 

(5) Equipment captured, I Goryuno'v }fG, 1 DrI', 1 Slrs, 
9 lJ~-47t 12 hand grenades, 2540 rounds 7.62, 3 l"ac'·s, '5 car­
tri~gc belt~, 3 magazine carriers, 3 grenade carriers assorted 
med~cal equl.pment, asso rted uniforms, documents, and 10· f,eet,. 
prJ.'lacord. 

c. Air striJr,e assessments. All areas in which rdr strP~e8 e 
were called by this battalion were searched by ~round f~rces 
without significant results. ' 

12. A.dministrative Hattters 

a. ~,gi sties 

(1) Ho logistical problefls were encountered dnring 
the operations, mainly due to the outstanding cooperation of 
the LSA., _ 

(2) lal resupply and medical evacuations were 
accomplished by helicopter. 

b. Medical 

(1) Battle Casualties: These were for the Most 
par~t evacuated by helicopter from 'the site of the casl,lalt~, 
to!' .,,-~~~legi.c, al,Qoropgnl':.,_J.nlJl~.dic,al,)}.A.~~ed" ill 
DONG JJ{~.!._._~~m~.of the minorcaSi'la1t1es ,{ere seen at"t1tc' 
Batta110n hld Station located in the CP and retained in the 
area or returned to duty. 

(2) Non-Battle Casualties: ,These were seen at the 
Battalion hid Station and either treated and returned to d,'ty 
or evacuated to "D" }tedical facility. 

(3) Special Problems: The only problem encountered 
WeB with the water sUpply. Seven cases of ear infections 
(4ttributed to the water) were treated at the Battalion tid 
Station; one of these required evacuation. On approxim tely 
the 12th day of the operation the water source (a flowing 
stream) became cloudy and nUI'lCI'OllS dead fish were noted. 

,', . 
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This ,,,as attributed to HE!! artillery fire. The str(';~.M was 
closed as a water point for two days during which time the 
wa~r cle,red. There was no appreciable aMount of diarrhea 
noted. 

c. Communications 
---------...-----~ 

(1) Gitneral. Operation ;V.OTIUr..S was conducted in 
two phase s by "thi s u11i t. Th"e . ·rirn-"Pfiase-·.~on~ :t:~.g 'of---tlle 
defensive mission at D0NC'~ Hi'.: aner e/l' to ,while tl~e sep'ond 
phase was the comni tting6fthis 'init·fo·tJie~ otfeii"sI,-re 
portion of the Operation :lf~3TIFr.S. As these nhA,ses reflect 
diversified communications requirements~ the'V are ccwered 
as such in this report. ' . 

(2) Phase One - Defensive mission at DmT(} J-H R,l1.d 

(a) Radio 

1. Internal. Internal Battalion cOMJI1lmicA,­
tions posed no problems and co~unications were estahlishe~ 
in accordance wi th noma.l uni t operatinp proc~dures. 

~. §.xternal 

a. In order to exnand t~e external 
communications systeM, a COMmunications Central, T8G-15, was 
activated to provide a voice and tele tY!-le circu1 t l)ebTeen 
:JONG hi. and the Fourth l:arine sat PJ!U Bf.I. This sys tel'1 
proved to be very unstable and! therefore, not accentahle. 
Ini ti~.lly, the problen lay in ~nsufficient e"'nipncnt to 
establish the tclctYT)(; circuit. Additionnl el"uipMent "ras 
ob tained from the 4tl:~ Ltarines. However, after ano ther 
equipncnt failure there was insuff icient er'lJipI'lent to con-
tinue thi s circuit. The Third HarD iv was rCf!neste-1 to nro'Tide 
both technical and equipMent assistance, which was r"lici{"ly 
received. Repeated efforts to establish a stt-'.blc ano reliA.hle 
circuit to PEU BAI ere unsuccessful, and it was, therefbse'. 
decided to atteMpt to establish thiscircui t direct t('l t',e 
Third HarDiv at Dil. lH.NG. Although the ,circuit \Olas nol" hecoJl1inr: 
acce~tablc, an unusual number of e011ipnent failures bep,A.n to 
occur. Addi tional equipMent and technicfI,l assistance were 
enployed at both terminal units until the e~uipment nroh 1cl'1s 
began to be resolved about 14 July. Fron this 'Point on, t 1-e 
only problem encountered was with frer.uencies Hhich "'Tere not 
considered to be beyond accc-ptable limits. It should be noted­
that experience wi th high frequency single side band COmMunica­
tions equipnent in and around the FRY Bid air ... lay .l~ reflectt 
an unacceptable response. It has contrh~a~ly beef easier to 

UJJ-'oifuiii] tNC/O""" {if } 
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L ii1Jli~m ~il!ilDJi ' 
- _esta~Ji~li-an maintain this type 

DJ~ N/J{Cf than- 0 c:ornnunicate with 
satisfactory explanation of this 

• ' .. 1 .. ' 

of radio communications with 
PHU BAl. As of this ti~ ~o 
phenomenon can be advanced. 

b. A secondary external communications 
circui twas establishedDY laying t1.,rO trun',o: lines to the Air 
Force Swi tchboard at DONG B.A. This provided two telephone 
circuits to HUE, PFU BAl and DA N~!G. Unfortunately, the 
Idr Force was experiencing similar difficulties with their . 
radio teiephone circuits and these were not considered reliable. 

c. A tertiary means of communic~tioft 
was established with the Fourth Harines at PHU '-VI bv radio. 
Again, the high fretluency circuit in and out of the PHU rUT 
Combat Base was not sufficiently reliable to provide 211. hour 
communications 

(b) 'tlire. Normal wire cOJ!1JllUnications were' , 
established and maintaIned with no difficulties encountered. 

(c) }.1essa~e Center Operations. This dnit ., 
provided normal mess~ge.enar liSci11tiifs for BQ;ttalion1 i_ter 
the LSA unit superiMposed itself on the Battalion ComMand 
Post. It is to be noted that durinr, this operation, the 
battalion message center maintained two message c~nters: 
one at the Glt. LE Command Post· and one at DONG HA. This 

. duel operational re'!uir'ement tended to over-extend a SMall, 
eight-man sec~ion both in personnel and e~uipment. ,This 
probleJll is best alleviated by having an l!OS cross-training 
program in effect which will allow the utilization'of ner­
sonne1 of the other se'ctions in the messape center. 

(3) Fhase Two - Offensive Phase of Operation HrSTINGS 

(a) Radio 

1. Radio cOMmUnications were established 
and maintained with-a min~mum of difficulty. 

2. One difficulty noted ~t. w.t),s the· . 
~n~ to operc,t'r~ companiolil l-Q the- lblite 6JI lul/rR~-2S ,...nt:e 
Tnii tended to out-distance the capability of the PRC-l0 ~th 
the 81m FO Teams and the' PRC-9 of the Artillery FO Teams.' 
Until the recei1't of the full TIE allowance off.N IpnC-25 t s, . 
this will continue to be a prob,lem rec;:uiring close attention. 

emr10 yed 
(b) Wire. rimi ted wire cOn1Jl1unica tion was 

during this-phase of Operation HhSTINGS. 

I 

(c) Hessage Center Operations. (See Phase One). 

.... .... 
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13. .fu2ecial Equipment and~Techniques. N~ne employed. 

1"~. Cornl1andcr's .:.nn,lysi§ 

ll.. One serious fe-iling throur;hout the operati~n ~ncl 
cspcci~lly durinc th~,t phnsc in \-,hich this unit liaS cOMMitted 
was the complete lad:. <;')J ~pf.ox::~ation f lo~"i~ (~01im fro!1l hip,hcr" 
he ad9.u.,<lr~~9.J:~ .. ,. _UQ .. QpQ~n~ .. a,n~1.&p.]'5~~KJ~~C~,~i~~r.rs:-mre-reeetveCl ~ 
This resulted in this uni t oI'erat1ng 1n' n par'ti:11 vacv,1't1rn.. 
r:'aily visi ts by CG TF DSJ.,Tl~ and princiral staff mern'l)ers tended 
to allevinte the situation. 

b. No sic;nificnnt difficulties whiclJ can not he cotrected 
at the local level were encountered during the oncration. 

c. Lessons Learned I< ___ 

(1) The 60J'lrl mortar n:t:'oy~d inY,D.lunb.l~Lbo.th in .. the 
offense and defense.' It \-TaS useful for providinr: "reconnais .. 
sanoe' by fire" and "pre?,') fires" d'lrinr: a·corn~().ny's !1dvance. 
It \'fas also very useful in covcrinp; nvenue s of l""",.,ro~.ch int~· 
a conpany' s position \'lhich were othcnrise difficult to c~ver. 
Its effectiveness t-TaS linited, houever, when the unit moved 
into the cnnopy. 

(2) The use of booby traps - eM~lnced and reMoved 
during the hours of darkness - around n cOM:.'nny ""osition were . 
found to be very useful in signalin.r; the rt!,pronch of tl--c encTil~~. 
Those CM be ci thor prc~~rccl i tens or inprovised fron fl!:l.res, 
h~d grenndcs, etc. 

(3) \1hile the cnnopy restricted nIl rndios. t~e 
i,,iTj::l\C-?S proved the 1'10re rclillbl(;. The fn IrrtC-IO rarHo C(\~llr' 
not be depended on to ;')cnctrnte the cnnlhpy, 

(L;.) I t was noted that lil(ely aMhush sites alonp 
trails appeared to be occnsionD.lly :r.arked by snaIl (one foot 
in length) sticks Inid across the trail. 

(5) "}hcl1cvcr fcnsiblc, ~ia& ... co~~rny CotlJ!Htnders 
as nuch frt;vlon of action ~6 '''os~£btE: witJi.in, ""is assipnc-d ~one 
:'rJVil1es hiu oJnsi('~erablo-e~"'Ji(!e ·:.,f~l'\·,v1(nent in ~'.~ (3(j.nc.uct· 
,~f ~cfhl"cl't .,'Url c!cstl"'oy CJr·el'la'(~':'lllS. It all(Wc riM t(; e·!'1\tiJ ir.~ 
'_': ~ the ur:..it' s st:r:mrz : .... in tlJ·'.~jtk".t.1ini1)lizoe tLEl ":leAittnbS9. 71'1s, 
in c0njuiicti,:}n with· a .. ebor(~i}"'t(\t"h~ fatrol effort, 1'.'rcvides 
excellent coverage of a large area • 
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(6) 'The llbsolute necessiq of responding to o.ny NVA -­

contnct l1i th nn innedintc nllc.l Inreo volu!:c of fire "ms consist .. 
ently clenonstra.tc(: throughout the opero.tion. 

d. :,- sychologicnl ~.Tnrfo.rc Acti vitic s were of ttTO ty'!"\es: 
forr.1Q,l ~)re-1.,lnnncd bor.rclc:\sts ::-.nt lCt'.flct dro"ls fron l'.ircrnft 
nncl inprovis·ed siens ~)lnccc1 in '·uot-m 11'V!1. h!'l.rhorine .:\rcas by 
one of the rifle conpnnh.:s. Tho nircrnft bro!'.ccr.sts I\nd 
leaflet drvps uhich nere ""otided by Ti1' ~ELT/ .. on several 
occ0.8sions during the coursc of the operl'.tion covered the 
areu very. l1ell. The bronCl.casts could be heard ro.ther l'rell 
nnd were understando.bIe • The ICD.flc: ts blanketed the nren. and 
ntiny torl"~-up ones Here founc'. throuehout. une of t 11C cOrl:",.".nies 
in,rovirlcd si~ns l-lhicb they ?l~ccd throue~ ,ou t the nrell.. lTo 
evc.lur..tion cnn be :l:".G.C tiS to the effectiveness of the -:--sy -'Tar 

. .. 

effort ino.snuch as no cn:-Jti ves lTer~ t.q.~~.c!l_,~y!h,~ ._1?,,~"t.to.1.~9n. e 
15. Recof.Dcndations: The forces participating in this o~eration 
now have a ~ood knowledge of the area ,,-no the suspected eneMY -
PQsitions w1thin it. f~s of thisdn.te there are alreadY indica ... 
tions that the NVA is flowinl; br,c'.~ hIt; the vaculUl crentet! hy 
the withdrawal of Task Fc..rcc ')E·l.! ":;'.rees.Therefore, it is 
recommended thn t the long range reconnaissa.nce effort in this 
area be continued and that at armropriate times .md Incations 
ltarine infantry battnlions with suitable su,,'!"\ortin~ Anns be 
employed in this area to 'den,.' the NVA freedom of Ttlovernent 
and to keep him off balance, 

J. D. SPAUtnYNG 
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FIRST ENDORS~rnNT on CO lstBn ;dMar After Action Report J/SEN/ddh )120 
of ?Auc,66 

From: Commanding Officer. Jd Marines 
To; GomIllandiIlt~ Genera.l. Jd Marine Di vi sion 
V 19.: Comma.ndil1(~ General. Task Force Delta 

SUbJ: Combat Operations ~fter Action Report 

1. Forwarded. 

G. H. RIPLEY 
B¥ direct ion 
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From: 
To: 
Via: 

Oommanding Officer 
Comnanding General, 3d Marine Division 

Conmanding Offioer, 3d Marines 
Comnanding General, Task Foroe Delta 

Subjl Combat Operations After Aotion Report 

Ref: CG 3d MarDiv Mag 131330Z Jul 1966 
CO 3d MarDiv Mag 140341Z Jul 1966 

Enol: ,St En, 3d Marino"1 Dispositione and Movement't 15-31 

Jul, Ope'l"ation HAS'I'INGS _ I'll IF 

Uni t J o'J'l"nal - rJ I iC 

Task FO~0~ Delt.a 

1st En, 12th Mar 

Co A (Rei!l1 . .' 
Det. H&S ·Co 

Dat, Med Pln'~ 
81tmn FO TIn 

Det, Hq Co, 3d ¥mr 
Sniper Tm 

Det, 1st Bn, 12th Mar 
FO TIn 

Plat, 768th Co t 52d Bn, DA NANG RF 
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~Ool R. R. pIA III 
Oapt E. J. McBRIDE . 

1st Lt M. B. 0B.m0N 
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Co 13 (Rein) 
Det, H&S 00 

Dot, Mad Plat 
FAC Tm 
811!1ll FO TIn 

Det, HqCoj1 3d 1-::2't' 
Sniper TIn 

Det, 1st Bn, 12th Mar 
FOTm 

00 D (Rein) 
Det, H&S Co 

net, Med Plat 
fAe' Tr:i 
81 J1Ill p~ TIl 

Det, Hq Co, ~'1 M2:>:' 

SnipE:~' Tn 
Det ,1st Bn, 12'~h Mt.il" 

POTrn ' 
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.:MitnIE. 

Capt A.. G. 'WtlITl'ELSEY 

eapt,J. M. SmtmlRLIN 

a. !~~:iJ.leEY!. Artillc::'y "rae used extene1vely tor preperato2!'1 

tires on assigned objectives during tho advanoe ot the battalion 

during searoh nnd destroy r)~)e~'1tions conduoted during tbeperiod 

22-31 Julye ,These fires were effeotively delivered, although t.r1endl7 

air operation~ in tre zone of action ocea8ionB~ pr99Gnted adherenoe 

to planned times of execution. Artillery was also \1164 tor extensive 

H~I missions, And or. the one occasion they we~o oalled by thj.s unit 

o~ enaotive ene~ element, the enemy mortars sbelling 24 Battalion, 

4th Marinos, positions on 2419'OH Jul, the rospon88 was timely and 

DOVOrN?0 was exoellent, with a seoondary explos1on observed. 

b. Air" No clo~_eJ.~".~~t ~.!!.!1~~j.m&U»A..R.~~il_ .. ,. 
battal~on.dt.lrrnnne oporaHOn. m I!l,I)I!9rt-"iii-gene1'ally axoellont 

end waB~-rurnIS1ioawnnout undue delay in the majo1'1tJ ot inetaneee 

when it uas !'0quested. Helicopter support or all catesories. troop 

and oquipmont lifts, logistic support, end mG41cal evacuation, W8I!l 

exoellont to out8tanding, both on pre-planned and on oall mi.s1ons. 

/ e. ~e~dispositi~~ 

(1) Within the area of operation. 

90th Regt (Stl' 1500) 
324thB Division Hq (Stl' unlaIown) 
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• • ~---~--~--. ~---'--'-----(--2--) --Ou--'/~ide the area or operation, 

di~tance (24 hours,or 1esa)1 
but within' reinforcing 

803d Regt (Est Str 1500) 
612th Ragt (Est Str 1500) 
4th En, 270th Brig (Str unknown) 
U/I LF Unit (Str unknown) 

b. !!.ooen t aoti vi ty prior to Operation HA§'l!DmS, 1MoMa.i.9st\lloe 
pntrols in the area of operations and Adjaoont arGas had man, eigntinsl 
end oontacts prior to the oommenoemont of Oporation HASTINGS. In 
addition, airoraft received Aj\v fire from preparod positions and one 
a.eriru. observer sightod 100 VO in propared positions •. 

o. En89Y-"!trens:.th and situat1ollt. FrOIl 15-21 July, the 1" 
Buttdion, 3d Nar::i.ncs remained in a defensivo potition 8' aeourity 
for Tnsk Force DEI/rA Headquarters. During this period only two oon­
tnota oocurred botween olomonta of tho Battalion and VO forcel. 

(1) 151920H - Comp'nn.Y "D" pa-!~rol in the vioini ty ot (n 
133609) mp.de contuc·t with an estimated va mortar 8qt1ad. The ~ine. 
killed three VC (confirmed) and oaptured one 60mm mortar, five 60mm 
rounds and thrOE) CBlCOM Gronades. 

(2) 201500II - A p,3,"trol frot'! Company "A" 1ft tho vioinity ot 
(YD 228558) receivod fire f~om across the VINH PHUOC River trom an 
estimated 15 ve. Tb.e patrol returned fire and at the SamG time re-
oeivod ac1di'tion~tl fire from en ostimated 9 VC looated in the vicinity" 
of (YD 232562). The ~~rines then shifted their tire to the new 
target. T.uo Uhio gunships entered tho area to investiga.te the 
firing. The Squad Leader marked his position with green smoke and . 
throw rod smoke in tho direction of enomy positions. Tbe Ohie'. 
thon ndded their firo and later reported }O VO KIA (confirmed). 

(3) Upon tho 1st Battalion, 3d ~1nea 1nlortion into the 
aren of operation, Company A dispatohed a patrol to thovicin:1ty ot 
(YD 056650), aY) ereD. whc:-:'eon 19 July alenent. of the ,a ;"'td.!lOll, 
4th Marines had enguge(~ a VO 1'o1'oe of un\OlOwn size. A I search or 
the area revealed nurne:r.ous ha.stily dug fighting holes "and enenv 
equipment consisting of two 82mm mortars, three ba.se plates, 59 
rounds 82lll1'1 nnrtar ammunition, one bea"" 7.62111D maohine gun and 
two wheeled mounts for same, and one 00 along with IIlmerous mis­
oellaneous 782 gear and small arms ammunition. !lhesa indioated the 
probable presence of a heavy weapons company. Another indioation 
of this was the type oollar insignias wo~ b)r ltv! troops.1lho had 
been in the area. This was disoovered f~om photograph. found in 
~ent. 

EN'C~l7"'" :1":: ( ~) 
V'~ ",(.1-\,;1 
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........ lSlW .'771'1 "Ut 
~----r:4~-::Co:--mp-any""'" "13", while looated in the vioinj. ty of (1D 053. 

from 22-25 July, captured 100 packs with pereo~ strects and uni­

forme, }1 c~ses of 12.7 ammunition, seven SKS carbines, a large 

MIOunt of linked tIM} type 7.62 Cll!!l'I\.tnition, one complete 12.7 All. 

machine gun with eXJ.iJ:'8 parts and a large 8JlDunt or 782 sear, f'urtheJ: 

indioating the presence of a heavy maohine Bun company, or po5SiblT 

en JJ~ oomnany. 

(5) .. ··C'ompatlY liD", on 28 July, while moVin« to Ratti-mental 

Objeotive 3, engAged 2 INA i.n the vj.oin1ty of (YD Oee628} resulting 

in one probableNVA WIA. Seven pMl~B, 1 U.S. carbine, 1 S1{S oarbine 

and numerOus cooking utensils wero oaptured. In this same vicinity· 

several huts, fighting holes and a kitohen wore found and subsequ~ntly 

destroyed. 

d •. ~ne.!7:..Yll:;t .. t:.FLidontifi()u<. Oompany "B"on 24 July oaptured en 

NVA 1,lIAin th07:Lc::.)~j.ty of(YD 053658)~ . An in1tial interrogation of 

this M.pti V{\ l'o··.')aled he was a TnP..P.lber of the 4th Comp8Il¥, 7th Bat­

talion, 90th Regt, ;245 Div. He wns subsequontly forwarded to Task 

ForcaDel ta HEl!>(1'::Jarterp. 

(1) }!9A:!!hor! The weather oondi tions in the area or operations 

imposed no problems with r~a~n to ta~tieal operations. 

,.~~ ..... ""~ .... -. ... -..-='-.~-.- . , 
;\ (2) ~.~erra.1'1}!. The te:.orain in tho 1 at Battalion, }d Marinel 

ro:"C~. of op()r2.i~:i.on wa.s dhf'xllc"\;crized 'by low rolling hills covered 

\ wi. th n hoavy growth of elephant grass nnd jungle type vegetation. 

'\. This offered good ct'nCGlllm,mt ior troops. There were some burned 

'\ over areas whioh afforded easo of movomont. Jungle growth rostrioted 

movement to trails :;~nd dry ra'\'ines.. Good observation was offered 

from the topso! hills subject only to the limits of' vegetation and 

t othor terra.in features. . 
... ---..,... 

B. Mi.~~i_~~!.. Referenoe' (9.) dirf"oted th~t ,d Marinos provide .. on.o 

ba'l;~~~~~~~,l pi t~~0£r.lJ29.!11es to Task ForoG rJelta.::;tt f.\ pt&\ning 

conference con,hcted by ':ihe aommanding Offioor, ~d""J.rarines at 140"00, 

the 1st Batt-qUon, 3d Mar.~lnes"'as assigned this mission. At a brier. 

ing conduoten d 'l'o.sk Foroe ::)elta Headqunrtera at '40915H, the 

ba.ttnlion "Tas Dssigned the initial mission of providing seourity for 

Task For.ce Delta Headquarters,.,d Battalion, '12th Marines (Rein) 

J;X>sitions, and for thQ ;Jogistic Support ·eroa. at DONG HA. Referenoe 

(b) was furnished the COrnr:landing Offioer, 1st Dattalion, 3d Marines 

at this ·O:I:'J. ering. 
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9. Concept of QPerntion 

n. See reference (b). 
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b. torumencing 150600H 1st Battalion, 3d Marines (-)(Rein) moves 

by JI'OtOI' maroh to·J)A-N.iJr::f'-8irDiise'"~tno~Oy-rrXeaWIngarrcr~w-" 

DO:tf(t~1t'-."~Orm-r1rr~-·"06~!U11·(lt~11r)"(5~~"'1ImnUrtW-,o·81't"1Of
ts~to 

pro'O'11!lJMouri ty- -for-.. tl1~·'1Zll1"§tt~F 1trd'a-at"'DC: m::-vrOInIiY 
{YD 24459S)..f>no x:f:tleoompany'-( - ptbOsetlab$ m:>tor Imn"oh to 

vioin;i.t~r (YD 11e579) and oocupies defensive positions to provide 

fJoouri~Js.:~)E1".,B;1~~.19.,~r,-12~ Mro:-ines (Rein~t "1r!!f.M!~!!lPa.ny 
~1fe1rij proceeds fly nnwr narCE: toT?sk "Foroe eita eadqunrters at 

OiJ1 LO vicinity (YD 132593) and 000111'i':'9 defensive posi tionl' to pro­

vide security for that installation. 1st Battalion, 3th Marines OP 

looated at CAM 10 vioinity (YD 132593). One seotion 81mm mortar 

plntoon (-) attRched to each rifle company. 

(1) J:~; 1:S2307H Jul, a message from the Commanding Of£ioer, 

,d Marines was :r. Jlaycd frOtl the 9th Marines, under whose OpCon the 

1st Battalion? 3d ~la:rines 'vEtS operating in Operation MACON, Hating 

tha't '!;~<;J ;kDElend:'~n~ Offic€:r' and two stD.!! meClbers should be prepared 

to be picked up by hel100ptur at 140630H for a. oon!erenoe at 3d 

Marines CP. 

U~) TIl,",) Co:nmanding Offioe:r, 1st Battalion, 3d Marines, ltth two 

staff rrmcbs1.'s, <1()p~rtGd by hoJ.icopter from the 1st ~attalion, 3d l'lariries 

OJ? in the are[\. of operationll, Operation MACON, (M 057548) at 140705H 
for tho 3 d Hnri:'les OP. 

(3) J\ planning conferenoe at the }d Marine.e CP conoerning 

assignment of the mission assigned to, tho 3d Marines 'by referenoe (a) 

to the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines was oonducted. by Commanding Offioer, 

;(1 Ho.rinos 1'.'; the 3d Marines 01' at 14071511. 

(4) A:J14081~,Hf the /)ommand:i,ng Officer, 1st Battalion, 3d 

MDrinos en(1 2 staff I:lc:}bers departed DA NAlfG by fixed wing aircratt 

for DONG HJ" and further prooeoded 0,: hel i oopiPr tg :lAgk FrrQ@ PeltQ 

Heo.c1guc.rtQrs at CleM, IQ fpr Q brjefjpi',.,n the mission assigned the 

br.tto.lion :Ln COl1nectj,on wi-bh Operat;,on HASTINGS, returning to Dil NliNG 

by helicopte:-:- D.'1d fixcr1 wing airo!"aft after the briefing. 

(5) By 1413e<>H, all :eloments 'of the 1st Ba.ttalion, 3d Marinos 

to Opera.tion MACON had returned to the 1st Battalion, ~d 

d preliminar,y planning orientod toward the mission 

assigned Ba.t tal ion. in Operation HASTINGS oommenoe~ At 14150qR 

D. staff planning oonferenoe wae conducted b CoIlln~di1'l8 Offioer, 

5 M_~ 
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(6) ll.t 141900H, a final planning oonforenoe attonded by the 

Battalion Staff and Oompany Commanders was oonduoted bY the Command-
1118 Offioer. 

b. Qper8:.ti~ 

(1)· 150600H - Leo.ding o'!.ements of the 1st Battalion, '3d 
Marinos oommencod motor ~nrch from their OP to the DA NANG airbaao, . 

( 2) 15083 OR ... The Command Group and Company "D" doparted· 
])A Nl!.NG by fixed ",1.r g airoraft, arriving DOUG HA at about 150910H, 
end prcceeded to C1J1 10 by motJr ma.roh~ a.rr.iving at 151000H. 

(,) 151530H - 1.11 ele~ent8 of 'che1Bt Battalion, 3d Mnrinel 
e.rrivon :!:n af'l~i.gnec9. positions and cOIDmenoedexaoution of aseignQd 
rn1.ssion. 

(4) 151920R - l~ squa.d patrol from COlDpan.v tiD" s16'htod 4 VO 
approaching them on a trail in the vioinity of (YD ",609). Tho 
patrol estnblished a hasty acbush and engaged the VO, killing two in 
tho ini tj. al exohange of fire. Remaining VO returnod fire wi th small 
oms andgrenados e Tho Marine.patrol assaulted the va position, 
oapt1.U'ing 1 1)01:1.'1 mort:'.r ~ 5 60r:rm rcund B \·d th fuzes, 3 ChiCom grenadee t 
and 2 r:lc,Lse 0'1') adci.tiona'. VC tIh C::onfirmed), 1 va KII. (probable). 
Two m041be2'8 of tho patrol were \J!A~ T:.o patrol oommenoed withdrawal 
with captureo 8'18my material, a~d received 60mm mortar tire. No 
ednitional friendly oasualties Were incurred. An additional squad 
was dispatched to assist tho patrol. Beth squads returned to Company 
"D" positions at 152300H.. The oasualtios were troated, one was 
rJoheduled fo:1:' rc~)~ine t'1.'d Evao on 16 July. The rema.ining oasualty 
was not evacuatecl o 3 VO KIA (oonfirmed), i VC KIA (probable). 2 
USMC WIt (ona ov~o). 

. (5) 160700-1107000 - All units donduoted patrol and ambush 
noti vi ty in zone without enerrw oontaot. . Task Foroe Delta hag Order 
#4 chopped OpCon of Company "A" to LSA. Oompal'l\V "GI. (-), 2'<1. Bat­
talion, ~ at H't.~ines wac des·tgnatod Task Foroe Delta Reserve with 
OpOon chopped to 1st BRttnlion, 3d 11arines at 161545H. 

(6) 171')':"JI)H-1e070(~H •• Int.ensive patrol and &1bush activity 
was oontinued in the area of reF.lponsibili~JY. OpCon of Company liB" 
chopped ,to 3'd B~tt~l::f,on, 12'[;h Marinos at 1111,OH. There was no 
enGIllY oontact c1uring the po:,j.od. 

embush 
(1) 180700H-1907DOH - the Battalion continued patrol and 

aotivity in its area of responsibility, w1thou. enemw oontaot. 

6 (ijOO~ 
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L --raj . 1907ooH-2007ooH ... Patrblanrl ambush activity in tho 

Bnttalion area of responsibility was ~ontinued, without ene~ oontaot. 
At 191130H, OpCon of Compnny "G", 2d Battalion, 1st l.farines ohoppecl 
to parent organization. il.t 19224SH, one US110 KIA, one JlRVN PF lCIJ., 
nnd 6 PF WIA resulted from an aooidontal engagement betwoen friendly 
foroes in tho vicinity of (YD 147600). Tho 6 P.F WIA were evacuated 
Py holicopter from Task Foroe Delta Headquarters, to whioh they and 
tho US~IC KIA had uc on brouG:1·~ b:r i:.HVH truck following tho inoident. 

(9) 20070QlI-210700H - J>3'), units of tho bnttn110n oontinued 
nse1gned m:i.s 310n, oonduoting :patrc J. and aI'lbllSh aoti vi ty in the 
Br.ttDl:!.on~s Jro8. of recponsibilityo 1\t 201140H, Task Foroe Delto. 
notified the Battalion Commendor tl:l!.\~ 1 at. J3att~1-2J}J.,~!,l}.,1?S 
wo\lld r!3~~):V~ .. th() ,}(l. :Btr~,tgUqnl ,.4.~lL~~i~n..~atAb.Qu.t.2mQ.Q!l.A .. ,".The 
in1tie.lr.t~9sion 05' tho battalion lms.Jco be t!le est~E,l!.ehm~n~ ot a 
blookin{r'p6sIlicin··at'"ih~r,nattnrron,,;'4th1~ present position., 
in the vicinIty of TYJ5 054b'~t··2lH5ron;-'a iquaa' oom"6at pe:£roI 
from Compn."'lY "1,.'1 W£1.S fired on bY' [In ost;.oatod 15 va from across the' 
vnm PHUO j rti ~;'c:r., in tho vicir.i ty of \':1) '220558). Fire was returned 
by the pgJ:.:.:-"; 1, ',"'l:~.ch thc~ !'3oci-rcd firo from an estimatod 9 VO in tho 
vioinity of (YD :::~ 2562)& The patJ"Cll sh:U'ted a l)Ortion of ita fire 
to this or~JrT',· V"'oj tion, Tetl) UH;'E (.unships in the £lreo. approaohed 
to il;:"o3'~iga't::h iho' po:l lend81', 11o.~T.Lng no comnunioationa with the 
o.ircref,~ ::3.!'icu::': tiEl pO:3"~;::.L:,n ,.ri.t:". grofm 51loke end throw rod smoke 
in the rl:V:ootio:1 cf iht:' en QiJ.,Y' , :::11.0 glr:l.3hil'S ongl\8Od the va and 
enollW ,':':~rJ J8£1.2CC: c j~.u ~i1.:t:',,:i.L'~ l7hJ:E jinO'~;3 'Ceportod 30 va ICL~ oon­
f'iI'l:lOCl in ~ho ':'.roc.r' The);ewcre no fr:L0nt".ly oasual t:tes. At 202200H, 
a prcrnabLC'c burst fro"'1 a 105m f"Iholl shortly aftor leaving the nuzzle 
resultod i~'1 one 'nl~:' )7ac) L: om COlll)Jro1;V :IB". 

(~C) ~107C:OE •• 220T~0li '" 1 .. 1). elements of the battalion were 
movoc1 .~() t:10 Task }i'o:::'oe Delta CP by 211000H, preparatory to helicopter 
lift to positions of the 3d Battalion, 4th Marinos. The lift was 
axeouted 8.8 sohorlulcd and without inoident, w.i. th the Battalion Command 
group n:1.d Cor:rpar.y "f," lundina' at 211205H. The lift and l'elief of 
lines vno cOIT)lCT;("lr' by 211310!1:" 1, battalion defensive perimeter was 
estE'.bJ~_flh'J(l -,; ":11 the bntt::t.Lion CP l00atod in the vioinity of (YD 
(54652)" J·'a~:.~C).l. 8 0 tiv.'ct:y K'Ol.S (,;OJnrnoncec'\ at 211600H, and ambushes and 
looal listening posts wore oat~blished during the hours of darkness. 
At 212;OOH, 18 rC'undfl 0:': !riondly 10~mm a!'tHlory fire fell in the 
battalion dO"0tJ.f;ive l)osi"';io!l.s, rosu:i.1;:lJ11 1:1. one vTIA from Compf:lny "B" 
(Moc1 EvF.l.c). l'hor~. "?,:'1 no enemy cont:l'3t du"Cing J.;h,e period. 

( 11) 220700H - 230700n - At 221025H, Company "B" was assigned 
the mission of SOl zing and holding tho ridgoline in tho vioinity ot 
(YD 053657), with the attack to comenoo about 221200H. ilt 221200H, 
two short rounds of 81mm mortare fell in the vioinity of the Battalion 
OF looation while registering defensivo tires, r08ulting in one WIt. 
(evao). Company "B" croBsed the LOD at ~ 2213100 following the de-

livery of Rt'tillary, mortl\'l', M<1 emal

7 
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objootive.At 221515H, personnel from Pompany "B" aotivated what was 

presumed to be a rninc~ rosulting in one KIl. and two \lIA (one med evaoJ. 

CompollY "B" completod seizure of the ob.1ooti ve b:r 2211000 and oommenoGd 

oonsolidation of defensive positions. During tho attaok,tho oompany, 

reportod i008ting sevoral NVA KIA,as wo11 as large amOunts pfene~ 

material, weanoli5, EIlld amDUnition. All eleoonts of tho ba.ttal,ion 

oonductod runbush acti vi'by during hOlu:'S of darkness, wi thout en~ 

oontMt. 

(~2) 230,?'OH - 240700H - COMpany liD" was ordered to attaok 

811 objooti vo 1"1 tllO vicinity of (YD 059667). As this 0 bjeoti vo WPJp 

beinG :':':',7.',.:::d r;:n b:r 610.'\ !nOrtlll'P a-:; 230900H, preparatory to OompDllY ;.' 

"D"1 s attn.ck, it was (lis:;,overaJ. that a J.e~on tOaIll of 5 l~ines wash 

tho e.rea being fj,X'or1 on. F::ro was coas"ld. Rooon Toatl waS extraoted 'b7 
hol:!,coptcr. T!oe nt-taok was dolayed '\An'~:U it was positiv~ly determined 

the ['.rOg w~s CJ8f'.r of fdoncUy troopso Furthor delay was oocasioned 

by f:d8ndJ.;:r a:i.r acti vi 'Ii;" i~1 tho G.l:ea uhioh prevented resumption or , 
prQpe.l'l'ltory fires on tho objecti'Vo. Company ltD" oroBsed the LOD at ' 

2~1237n, 8.)ou~')rl its objoot·,~·;'( by ~) >:.oQq~ and oornmenoed oonsolidation 

of dofensi~!8~JOs~tions(> ,\ pG-:rol from lJompany "J." roooverod o. largo 

amount o.~' em'~lD.tGr.ial a'1d wea~ons from the stream bed in the 

vicini ty of (yn ',·.:G6}S). ,JJ:qc:c,:,.y 11B" ocmtinued to recover and 

evo.oua;!;(> la~~:~3 8Il1('C~J. ' .. :1 of enc:::y :::c.tCl:t:':'.8.1, wE)8.pons, and ammunition :In 

the vj,',lil;>."!;y of ~~p IX) ~:j;:;~')1; a"l"i fO',~"11 .? mo:t'e NVA KIA. Thera was 

no nnol.lY .::~)n".'1,')t cl'J.'inG' ';;~1':: rer:1.cc,r. 

(1')) 21.('"(OCE - 2')0 r>JH - 1.11 "oJ:n:).?nies of the battalion oon­

ductcd l1aJ~r,H D.~ti·;it::ro At 241630H, E I)J.t;rol from Company liB" ap­

l'rchCYJ.dod on9 NV"!. W"7..i. in the 'ricin.:..t.y of (YD 05~658). The prisoner 

hoo beon \w'i.lndec1 5 clays pro1.rlously ann was da~orm1nod to be a:l'~ 

nr.iasanOG S"oO'Jt. He gave his organ.ization as Co. 4, 7th Bn, 90th 
Reg't... TJ.10 :iVAC "Hun evac~atedto r.inslt Fo:,oe DEll ta Headquarters by 

helico}Jtcr. C;ompeny "B" oontinued to looate and eV8cmRte large 

quantities of or,ertw material, aIllITUni tion and weapons. All oomponio8 

oonc1uoJ;r.d ar.lbush BC'ti vi ~~r durir.g hours of darkness. There was no 

enorr-y COl~~.1~t. .. 

t· 4' ~~,OT·:::'TI •• '26010CH ~. ki; ~:j·l045H, the 1st Battaliot)., 3d ' 

Marinos OP ::iisple.c(ld to tho vidr.i~;y of (YD 067670), with elements ot 
Compony 11j)i! pro'" 'ch.g 8o.:mrity. Oor.rP(my IIBIt commenoed its advenoe 

to rn ob4oct:i':8 lOCi ~od 1n tho v-:iein:i~,;y 0:;: (YD 063665). Following 

tho cU.sp~.D.,~em<)nt Clf :,~he B!1ttalior:, aI' an,l upon rolief of its linos 

by olmnents of tho 2d Battalion, 4th l1arines, Company IIj~1I a.dvonocd 

to tho vidni ty of tho }3attalion OF and established defensive po-

si tions. 1Jompany uD" reoabed in po ai don in tho vioini ty of (YD 

060667) to oo"rer the advanoe of Companies "A" and uB". At 251417Ht 

one round of friondlf 105m.'TI '.JP landed in the vioini ty of: tho Bo;t-. ' 

tolion OP (YD 067670), There woro no friondly oasualties. 1~1l unite 

of tho ba.ttalion oonduotedri1ght ambleh aotiv1ty." Thore wa.s no 

eJlentY' oon tact. 
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( 15) 2607")OH - 270700H - Oompany "n" oolll:lenoed the attaok 
on its first objeoHve, Hill 72 (YD 076673) at 260700H, following 
81!!1:1 mOl~·tor and artillery :preparatory fires. Company "Btl oommenoed 
the attaok on its assigned objeotivo in the vioinity or (YD 067654) 
at 260940H following prepat'atory fires on the objeotive. Company liD" 
seized its init::'el objeotive at 26104711, and continued the a.ttaok , 
to the south. Cor:rpany "13" seizerl its assigned objeotive at 2613300, 
with no enemy resistanoe, and continued its advanoe to Jmre defenSible 
terrain. Company "D" hal ted its advanoe on its objootive in the 
vioinity of (YD 076663), Gstablishing a defensive perimeter at that 
position. T:l'J Bat"calion CP displacod 'by helicopter to the vioinity 
of Cor:~])a.""I.y "B1'11 s position: Qstabl:Lshing the now OP at (YD 073656). 
Oompuny "1\" ·th0!'. ad1ranoo:'l to '~he Vi():l.~lity of the Battalion CP, es­
tablishing a 1?erirnetcr with Company ":8" in tlle vioini ty of (YD 071654) 
to (YD 073657), JI..m.bueh acti v]. ty ,;,as f'londucted by all oompanias dur­
ing tho hou':'s '): (:a~l<::no6!'l~ 'I'l1~r::l ';a8 no erlomy contact. 

(1,:;) ~T(:700H ... '28070W - 1d; 270800H, Companies "A" and tiD" 
moved out i'!1 tl-:,o e~:te.ck ·~c tho sou~h" 'j')mpany "D" roaohed its final 
objoc'~ivo 3.:(!d C0Y1801ida.tcd in doi'Ul1siVG positions in tho vioinity ot 
'(YD o~3637) e:l; £1 out; 2717'i2H, CQI'DM;" HAil established positions on 
its f:i.llal ob,:ie"~.j :8 ~,n tho vicinity of (YD 0786'7) and H&S Oompany(-) 
disr::'tl,~ed f:'~:"E.rC:; by J:J.eliocpta, cot'lblishing tho Buttalion CP in tho 
vicin::::-J uf C{l' O'i'86j7)D GOf,pa-ny lilY' 'thon displaoed forwCIl'rl and tied 
in wi oI;h Compa-r.7 1:1 .. \1 :tn tiw 'd.cinHy of (YD 08163>r). Ar:lbush activity 
was conduQ'bG(1 during the hours of darkness with no enenw oontaot. 
At 272150H~ 6 r()\1ndA of friendly "!05T.ID n:rtillery landed in the Bat-
talion CP and OOI:lpan:.r "ii" posi t:i OIlS. T'!W:t:'6 ",'ore no friendly oas-
ual ties. At 280630H:, Company "Bu (lollu:lGnoo( t.he at·co.ok towards Task 
Foo-oo O"!:>jo'Jti-v"o 5 looat3j c") n,~.l 84 (YD 091609). 

(17) :?80700H - 290~'JOH •• k~ 280830H, Company "13" fleou~ed its 
objectiVGe Compar~r liD" oommenoed its attack toward Objeotivo 3 at 
270902H. The BabaH.on Cornnand Group and H&O..s Oompany (-) (lees 81'.) 
00Ill!1Gno3d IOClvement ";0 the obj::Jctive at 211015H, arriving at 271215H. 
At 1>8111)5H, Company :'DI1 fired on 2 VO in the vioinity of (YD 008628), 
resuHing in one VO WIA (probable). The VO fled under fire. A 
sea't'oh of t;10 exC:-resulte::l. in the disoo-very of a va Base Camp. Ona 
US Oarbine, one ~Tf; onrbin8, ,'OhiCom gr bnades, 2 M26 grenados, mi ... 
oellnneous 782 L'JI'J';o 25 Ibs of rice,> 25 Ibs 0;' olothing, and 11 lbe 
of meaiC"tl G""1r vrOj'D cap V.r1:'80., Company IIt~1l advonoed to tho objective 
aftor C"lO"Gring tbo hAl~.oorter IHt of the 8/mm mortar. platoonf 
omlllln:l.ti<m, and supplies, arrlv:!rg at 142611t ond tied" in with OoJUooo 
panios iiBll <md "D". Ji.mbus~'l aot:i .... :'.·Gy was conduotod during tho hour" 
of darkness, with no enemy onntaot. 

(18) 290700H - ;00100H ". The Bat tal10n oonduoted intensive 
patrol activity throughout tho dl\Y and a;mbueh aotivity during the 
hours of daT'kness, with nO ene~ Qontaot. Thera wos no ohange in 
the Bnttalion's positions. 

'~."U ----....;.--
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(19) 300700H .. 3107000 .. At }OO~HtOompa.ny "D"·oommonoed . 

He edT-anol) to pos~tions bei.ng vacatd by t.he 1st Batta.lion, 1st 

Herines. At 300756E f• cUsplalJement of tho Battulion OP oommenoed. 

Tho new CP was estah:~~shod Cl·t (YD 086605) at ;OO900R. Comp~ "D" 

established nefens!vo positions in the vioinity of (YD 065594). 

Company "Jin Oocili~ded new posiUons in the .vioir.ity of (YD 07160;), 

(YD 074607) and (YD 071609) a"t 301015H. CoDpBny "B" oOTered tho ad ... 

'vanoe of Coopany "DII, H&S Company, md Cor.many"A", and at 3012500 

displaoed to positionA in the vio~.ni"!;y of (YD 088619). l'atrol and 

ambush aotivHy we.s nonductod, wHh no eneoy contaot. At ;01 "T'5Br .. 
, rounds of ZdencUy 105m artillery fire fell near the battalion s 

positions at (YD 094603).. There ,ver.'Q :11) !~dondly casualties. 

( 2(:) ... !_1;!700.H.l~J_~'d2.1.QJQQIl..Jl:~ .IIf: ..At..lj(l~DI:!, ., .1",.»aual:1~ •.. 

}d r.r<':ri::~G~::i~~ ".:::r'1D1~n.c~d..)n9:i,:~9..ntAH~~;aak..IoJ:fJa",J).Ql.ta H~aQ'l
~8 

at CAH u.)" 1.L 0_, ~Q"'.~~am:,·r:"~_i:.c..~:,,,,~·:P~~.-' .. -At approximately 311415li, 

movemont of the }l~.ttnlion to DONG Hll by motor mnroh oommenoed and 

wa,s oomTlleted by ~1n4(,)~i. There WRS no enell\Y contaot during the 

period. At.Q~92Jll . .LQ[;.,. j;hn .. .q-;-'BPM the ~6t "1lat.J;al1OD, ~d Ma;::Jp" ••• ~._ 

to D!. •. _!;!1!N9; ,:;.Y fi':'s.$1. VI'j,D.'; aircraft .. cowrrf:'erl , and OpCon of the Bo.t­

tiUfon OSo'Pnod '~.: 3d :':Vlccd::csu 

3? KIA ~o'1f1rl'!lor1 

'? ITA p:co':Ja'tlle 
'j \:IA pj~,)l}'_Jle 

'1 NY AC ~JI;, 

., fiE 4·'; A.:;sroJ 1 trifle 
~ 11'; Cx.~bi~o 
"0 ~-'i:S C::.;-C'oin8s 
'J 2oV':I,.,t RPD (Degtyare~) LMG Cal. 7.62mm 
.! F;~n ';!31. 7"E? 
7' r~rnn nlJ~I;8.1-: 't;i.l.bes with bjpocrr 
;. o;'.rn _'.or ca1:' iJ[;l.seplater-l 
, ;. r. 2'-:'1 ;no r t ;::;r s i (;11 t 
::' 1Ihool.).1 nlC".;:nts !O'~ HMG Ch].. 7,,62r.r.l 
1 rU'!G CFd.~ ~ 2c- 7 wi"~h Jcripod, 3 sh:.'Jld S f 

~~9 G:1;tCom 82UlIll t1o:r.ta:~ ro::.uns 

'/0 82m mc:rtr.r l'OUUt' f'uz.es 
2 nans ignition cartringes 
o ~.oose ignition oartridges 
12 paoks inorements 

9 cases O~~. 7.62 ammunition 
45 OADQ9 Cal. 12~7 ammunition, .••• 1. 10 
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4 'P~cks oonta1nil'l8 10089 ro'lUlds Cal 12. 7 aJ!IlI1ni tion 
2 barrels, Cal. 1.62 mo.ohine ~m ' 
2 Ma.gtl.~:;,n<?s, d-rum tY1?9, fry;: Cal# 1.62 maohine gun 
4 sc .... ~s heavy ,'rheC'ls 
94 ChiCom grenad~s (potato casher t~~~) 
2 ChHlc'L! LfJ mines 
2 us r·P6 granac.18~ 
1 60I!lr1 !!iJ:ctat' "li1~bo 
11 60m mo:'Ctar round s w:l• -ell f1..' 7090 

28 rO .... '.:'1di:! 9.I!n:m.mi;;;ton, ca.~b:ine>. Cal •• 30 
2' Ch:'(jom fi.Gld phones 
2 roUe cOil1Ir.'.l.n~.C\nt1on 'rlre 
; n:i.ght firing devioes for mortar 
1 flPot cleaning gear for mor.tar 
2 C'1S88 RP,}-'2 L'o(lkcts U l)9T. CBSO) 

« ~"'Si" 111"1';'·"10,...n rn~n"" "')"LC-l uq 4"'-'~o) , ...,~.. '-' *. '-'.. -.' -. .J.. \"",;;.. .~..... .,." \0. ... J." 

100 p[.~l{st plus nic(}oL.a.neov.s :.toms of 782 goar, web belts, 
e-re~ado ~nd P.r.nrnm:i.·I;ion po';,('.hes, canteene, belts 

2 lnr~~8 b'l,'Ss hr.nr.10ql:3 'l-nd noHinr; 
400 POU'I'l.rl.8 un: fOTlJ'! 

~:5 pounds lilib:.(,~_lG~100US olothing 
~': pounds lllonicnl supplies ond oquipmont 
40 pounds doouroants 
':GO pounds pla.stio material 
'10 cooking pots 
2,CI~) ::'X)imos l'ico~ (IJs';royed 
1 f)o'j' with Sov~"ot omblem (Hammer and Siok1e) 

2 Y.I.1\. 
7 HI1\. (5 aVllo) 

( "i) }'ht1:1:3. of :r.Cf'l"lDply i.n tho oporating area, was by heli-. 
ooptere R(nUl)~)ly was e~:ce:"lont. The HSf';: a9~d.gned to this BnttDlion 
from 3d SP ilattalion P(;l.'?o,~morl jr. en exoeptiona.11y ef'fioient mann~r. 

(2) Combat loads carried by troops of this Battalion woro 
yoU suitodto the domanns of' the operation, 

11 
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b. Maintenanoe. Equipment 1'oquiring it'opair vas oV80\tated to 

LSJ~ end ropln.oencnt items requestod, 'Servioe was exoellent. 

o. !r.c[":!p.~!:Lr:.L~.Q.ltioBI evaouation and hospitalizatio1le. Tho 
Ba.ttalion St.:r.f;',~on t:::e:ltcd non ... avlla oasualties at the B,~ttalion .A.:1.d 
Station. E\-a.c.".:.a:i:;"o::1. of sorious oasual ties was 'by helioopter. Heli­
oopter eV8cu€"tion of oaE'ual ties was timely. 

d. T'l'B!l~l?ql .. tl!ill;:.!. Transportation meane used between DONG HA 
and Dk NilllC ,rCel i'5.xed wjr~s' n:i,l'orm~'t ~ between DONG HA and CAM u) 
ootor mar ch, r.na w~,thin ~~hp. zone of operations helioopter and foo1; 
meroh. Trfll)fjpo!'·~nUo:1. \o~!'.E: p.dequate and movoments were aooomplished 
without inoidw.t GXC0pt for c101r.y in the return of some olements of 
the Battali0n to DA NJING occasioned by adv8%,'Se weather oondi tiona,' 
whioh oauE'ed hlo "::~:r:'craft +'0 d::vc.-:-t t'J HUE,/PHU HAl and land for re­
fueling after -{;,lr/ 'l{! ba("1~ :';'00 :CA N.t..l'~C, A total ot 95 helioopter 
missions wOZ'C f'~.OW:.' :i.n sV.lJpo:r·G 0:: t:'lQ F;-.tt:alion's Opet'attohYJ-

e. .Q9~:';'~:.:i"':~~~1lf;1:. Ic<::h ~adio t'!n~ land line oommunioations 
wer. used d·~:-::'ng 'l:;he :i3att.dion I s operations. The Battalion guarded 
thefollowh,iS radio ;'aJ~~r ':1ttek Fo:r:ol;) Dalta Command, Task Foroe Delta. 
Tao', T1J), iJ:'.1\R, Ti.OP 1o:c.1, rk-' Control, Battalion Tao, MO, Jorty Con­
duot of Firo, 81mm Conduct of Fire, and Logistios Support. 24 mile. 
of wire ',,~ro la:i.d during the oonduct of Searoh and ;Destroy OperatioJUJ 
in the PC'-: jed 21 ... }1 July. Wi th throe exoeptions, all Companies woro 
linked tC1 t ',l) Prr~t'?li0::l OP by land line when in night defensivo 
posit1ons (,~rin!" this period. '1b.o~~~~~ proved invaluable in main­
t!dning ra.dio 00ntaot, whioh was never ost during any phaso ot the 
oporation. COm!m.1"l~.I)'3t:ions between the Battalion and Task Foroo Hoad­
quarters was Lla.l:"Ltained with short tape antennf» on PRC25 t 8' while 
on the moyo in densely vegotated terrain at points only 2000 meters 
from the tt~. I~ ~3S noted that in soveral instanoes bettar com­
muniontions was aohieved ~ the PRC25 than was obtAined trom the use 
of HF equip'Il'e!l.{~. PRC292 antennae were .notrequired at err:! time., The 
8B22 switohboarll waa used in 'Iihe Battalion CP each night. Eleotronio 
maintenance support was exoellent. Eleotronic supply support was 
exoellent exoept in the oase of B~21O's. 19 onsee ot dead BA270's 
were recei voe dU"'~.ng the 1 aat 5 days of tho operotion, which Bev9r~q 
restrioted tr.e oOrnr:J'lJ.nioc:rtions oapabilities of Oompany 'lao Nets. .All' 
Companies mnde excollont usage of internal wire systems. The XJU~O 
and XAC138 w~re extensively used throughout the operation, 

f. }~ec1:1.cp.J. EVI11uatic.n" J. 3 r.;.Il mfldioaJ. team, consisting ot one 
medioal ~ifI~;;~d-tWo'-';~pE'men, partioipated :i.n the operatio·n. The 
~imBr,y caU8B of non-battle on.aualties in the Battalion was skin 
rashinduoed b.Y the inability of troops to maintain required standard. 
of cleanliness of the body p..nd olothing due to leok of bathing water. = the taotical a1 tuation. It was also impossible to obtain resupp~ _If. ..,ms through normal ohannels. Recommendations t (1) 
Supply of water compatible with requirements ot personal hygiene. (2) 
8t00k88'6 oJ required it-ema tor medical roeupply at LSA •. _ 
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13. ~ial ~1pment and Teohniques. None. 

14. Commandsr':'s Ax1al:y;sis..£. T'ne eniployment or th1a Battalion in 
Operation HASTING'S was wAll oonceived anti erreotively exeouted. The 
Battalion wa3 8.ble '1.;0 c:~"':"-:' out i'ts acsigned missions with ease. Of 
psrticular not·") WQ.S the ey.Clellent cOI:!lTl.mtcations on all nets where 
the PRC25 radio was useu~ Ano~her notable reature or the operation 
~as the timiliness and completeness or resupply. 
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,. P94e 'wI 'OPlRAfIOlf HASTDas" 

2. A,,!a ot Opgrat10BI l50800H July 1966 ... 0'120011 ~etl966"· " ... 

,. ,--.. +,01";~ •. :",',~.:' ........ ~ .• ~oe,' 'I'm, '.,' ,: ,,-1:: " :'.L·. '". '. 
a&¥W~. , r.' .. _ " ~,~. '. ',. :.;;-.• ' :' ::.,. "l:t';",,' " 

2d Battal10nt 4.~. 
OCJDp8ll1' It .. , : .. ,',. 
t'I.- ' G" ,) •... 
-M'&.a7' i ,.. . 
Ocmp.·R' " . 
81mm Hort8Z' Platoan 

,',' 
f, " 

• 

K.~J"'H~ml~,[4f;h" c"" \ 1.', '~"' .. " ~t~(~~l~"" .... ;<,"'" .' .'~; 
~.: ~:t!f~' ~;) ~ .,., In '<, ,: . ,: .. h"'T'~' . ~;r. 

=~x.:J~,·l14~"=~~~ .. ~':".~' ·.'~;··I"·· <.: ." 
I . RsFm I :Wohl ' ,,, .,: :.' ,~:,s.a:.,.,.,,, ,'1.:', :-. ", 

.,.. .: .... 
• nisltiine 
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JQ !Ib,.~ H. 31'd k~ 12.'~. '. 
2d Sqd; 1st Plt, 00 It ,2:4 &1Ir '. 
])at, BioS Co, 2dBl1f 4th 'Xar " 

FO ~ 81iDm MQr:'ta.r P'lt 
l)et. Ked l'1t 
IDterpl'e+.A9t, \,: ,.11.0 !Ib ;~~. ' \ 
B-2 SoQ1t. I 

g.PM! I (Bow) 
'\ 

JO .;. Itry"''J, ~ Jp,,12th .. , ' 
,rd Sq4, :J.n'f1t Cp»J .~ ~~/ , 
Suiper!il, Sniper ~t, 4tl\Kar 
net H &. 8 00, 2d ~. 4th Mar 

JO !1m, 8lmm ~tar r1t 
Det ~R~t ,,~ 
ImiG1'Pre1;er 
&-2 SoQ1tJa . 

6. ~1M hmtt. ,."... !, 

.. ' 

! • 

".' . 

b. ktUlerYlNPpo ... tb;, W.Ba~~lOA.~~~~~ (~~: ; " 

o. Air w.e p~~b71..tlU£M4Ut ... ' .. ··o_ ... ~:.t ... ,',' 
bel1l1tt with ilJtl eeOc.:.,~·laedUI.1 evacNatS._.At ol.*.:.pm·."lth . 
• a:r:1ed ardnaMea. ,," '," t? " :'" . 

.. !.I •. :" -r J.+ 
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r~:~tGrdanoe w1~ p_SSi@80f ~t~~ (~) ~'Bat~· 
4th liRri..'18S was to oonduot search and destroy O,PeratioDS ssainst enemy 
toro,s in the assigned Ob~eot:1ve sr~a. , 

10. IxeCltlHQAt 

a. U, . .:w.r 1266• ,.,. 

At 1600H the wal'fting order tor '()peJ:at:lon BaatiDg'" wae i'8\1e~ b7 
4th Marines. ~ ; , 

. At ,l900H a briefing was held b, the 'l/ 4 Jattal,:lon ,cCDRa,nc1ep. . 

b. 12 ~ 1966. 
. •• 1. 

,At 120011 • W&l'A1nI'~~ ".. .~.o,~", ~'~b, 4~KeGf'ine.to . 
-<Pmm~ t9MPstf'arIJft~;Joi' .t~, ,',.',' . .' 

. ~t ~5H t~ 00nt0)" aftiY8d.'~ '2/4, ~aa '6"t (cr).·, 
~ ,~.. • 'I z;:--:"", r,,' ~ ~f .-' .. . 

At 14~H Oanmaxd' Qroup 'an4 'OaaPanT GaSpete4. 

~t' i;x,Ii tmolc o~ ~,..d,>~t i.~titl4,,'. , 

At 151011 tiz'.t at=ratt a_ted t~ DoDS He.. 

p1aoed un!!r'f:a~::i'o=i~~'~-e:r~~ ~ t;:.(~~). 
At 16~H 0cIIlp .. I e.rri," .~ .»oN" :t':L'Qi, _ ... 

At 10000 00, W. B-,. and JSOO ... lSM10n with, 2/.1. 
At'la,aH 'CQI1PaAY Jl' al.-r1ver~t"~ Be hal' De Im:~. 

At 18"U 2/4 ~,~~".:t~ CFOOBA 4tb Kl:riM.~ 

i • ,', ,. '0', 

' .. -,.. 
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·Lij~· .,.... 
At 0730H reoeived warning order to~ Task Faroe Delta'(~) to 

send a 15 na.n f'orw'a,rd Pa.1"ty to vioini ty or 1:0117568. 

At 0745H forward party arrived at YDl1756B. 
• 

At 0210R -~l--~~.~~~~,,!r,"?Ltbt:t,£i.!m!~~~ 
At lOl5H l:eoeivea message trca ft'J) that on trder 2/4 will b.' ... 

helUit'ted ba.ok to Dong lIa. 

~~_140,0H_ ~g __ ~L~(~.L\IlU'L~.~l1l!~lJ2!!-:...~l·' !3!-~ __ ~~_J?<~ TID.. 

d. 14 Jul..y 1966. 

At OS,oR CO 2/4 attended briefing at 2/1 OP. 

At 0915H assumed OPOON 1st Plt (-), 00 B, 3rd !hgineer Ba.tta.lion. 

At 144511 00, s-, I'Il1d Ca!lpany Oaoman.dera made aer:lal reoonnaissance 
o't operation area. 

At l~H Ba.ttalion 00 and party upe,rte4 tor brieting at TFD CP 
at Oam Lo. 

At l:DOH Oa.tholio and Protestant servioes were held 'J/ 4 Ol'. 

e. 15 July 1966. 

At 0915H Canpal\Y E helil1£ted to lD085656 and fUmiehed landizJ« 
sone security. At 102511 all Ul1i t9 were in LZ. At lOSOR Cc:mP8llY' H on the 
lett and OcmPa.lV G on the right began search and destroy operation 
moving in & westward direotion to objeotives at Y.D071651 and ID066654e 
'¥ 4 Oanmand Grcup and Canpany E tollowing in trace ot Ccmpe.n,y G. CcmpA,q 
H disoovered a. oomp~ size hrr'bo. site which had been ueed within 
the Past week. No oonta.ot Was made dUring the da;r. 

At 1700H all oompanies prepared niSht defensive positions with 
Ccmpany E at 'ID061654t Ccmpa.n,y B at ~70652, and ?/ 4 aP and Oan~ G Ett 
YlX>66655 • 

.A.t 1815!I' frem po&itions at 1D066655 obeerved NY! anti;iro:r.p.::fi; 
gun tiring at helioopter. One hel100ptar was hit and crashed in· vb:h11 ~:, 

~40645. 

At lS20H made spot report 'torwar4ed to Tr.D aboat the helioopteT 
inoident. 

At 1820H r~e8ted artillery and 8lmm Mortar tire be delivere1 
on enany anit-airora!t position at mJ54654. 1h~ 1ia8 no 1Urth0:r. 8:WrtlY 
oontaot during the night. 

f. 1~~ 1966. 

At 0600R OClIW'Ano.ed pDep tue on area at ~55658. 
. UNCLASSifiED 
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• 
At o645H lifted artille171'ire. 

At 0630H Oanp~ G began lllov:l11g to vlo tDo55658. 

At 0805H 0cD.P&l\V G arrived at .treSlll at 'm)55658 and enocuntered 

two NVA enter1ng harbor1l2g ai tee !rrupt.all ama fire Ql1 the two IVA 

. ldll~ both of than. Oaptured two aemi-autanatio weapou. CcmpaltY G 

continued mO'Vil1g along the et:Nam 111 a acuth ",.te~ly direotion. 

At l04~ OanpaJl,Y O-r8Oeived Iwav tift t'rQu tD047657. As. 

result of this fire t1ght Co 0 reoei"ed two fr1endl.3' lCU.. and seven 

WU,IJ and. ld.lled six ~ (00nh.mj4). OcaP&Dl' G oontiDled return1a •. tue 
with urganio wea;pons and an air strike was oalle4 tith two· direot hit. 

on enemy positions. ComP8n¥ G Was oredited with 20 m m (probable). 

A.t U20H Oempany G oaptured two 12._ anti-aircraft maohine g'W1f'i 

am. ~ bomB of aJIIIlunition. COUld not evaOW\te so deetroy-ed in plaoe. 

At 1230H Oom~ H spotted tva NVA oarrJiDI 8IDIIIU11t1<m 081111 at 

YJX)54~55~ Caup~ H fired ten rcunda 1.6_ ldlUng oae NV4. It is 

believed the seoond NVA wa. wounded and esoaped with both of the weapons. 

At 1545H '2/4 Ccema.rd. Group am OQnpaniee E and H arri"ed at 

'/4 aP at lD038647. . 

At 1700H began P1'ep~1nB defensive positions in oonjUot:Lon with 

'5/4. . " 
At l830H Conmany H patrol enoountered three NVA at YD042647. In 

the exohange of 1'1rethe three NVA were killed. an<l two AK-47 autCDatlo 

rifles were oaptured. 

.' .A.t 22))11 Ciompany E ambuah .:t YlX>40649 vas apt'\U1g when ~prox1mately 

BeVen NV A approached the am'bli8h position. '!'he amb\lah fired unknown 

r.umber of 1.62 rounds and one M-26 ~ena4e. WA with:ew without -Mum 

~ fire. Ambush moved to an alternate position. No other enemy . 

oontaot was made during the ni8bt. 

t. 17 lQlv 1966. 

~4 remained in defensive position •• 

At 1230H Canpany H w:Lth one platoon tran CompaDy E began a: 

searoh and destroy operation !'rem preaent polition to the northeast, 

searohing both sides of' the ertream tor a'bcu.t 600 metera. 

At 1230H Canpany G .ent one platoon on a fto-m. ... 1mJt'nct) C:·l~~t'.t 

patrol to the hieh ground vioinity of lDO'9040 and one platoon to the 

area in vicinity ot YlX)35642. No enelIlY' oontaot wal made by these 
patrols. 

At 1450H Company H flushed one NVA out of & ep1der hole and 

ld.lled him aa he tired on friendly troops at YD052655. OM Chi ~ 
leml-automa.tlo oa:t'bina wu C)qtured • 

• 71e *_. . -5- UNCLASSIFIED 
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0\ MOO~l 0'_ H wile .e~1ng the .tream~. 
ar Company E found five Wi". who had 'bean killed by small arms tire in 
the t:tOtion of 16 July 1966 in which Compfi,ny G was involved. One.AX-47 
automa.tio rifle and one tripod for a 12.7mm maohine gLUl was frond. 

g. 113 ~ul.v_1262. 

At OJJi.OH Oompany H reoeived four inooming hAnd srenadee. Did 
not rett~n fixn as there was no def'inite tA.t'got and did not l~~nt to 
disol(j~je fr"ie;ldly positionce Two M-26 grenades we~, thrown ill raeponse. 

At 0310R Conpeny G l'Oquosted, Ulunina,tion as they bolieved··there 
ft8 an entl"',;y ..... ~i(1~~::pt . 'it" front of' the-ir position. After reosiv~g illumination 
th3y wre \'I.i'J~'bl') ·~o locRte eneI!lY. 

At 0520:{ Compan:i.es E & H wi th Command '(]roup .Alpha commenoed 
movement to the northeast ~!;ong stream. Oompa.ny E responsible f'crr otr8?J'l 
and left bank, Company H on the rlgbt ot the stream. ·e 

J.'t 072CH Command Group Bravo' with Oomp~ G began mori.ng in 
traoe of f'or".r.'t,''t'd, elements. 

~To tla;j'J:t' lnoid.ante oocurred in the move trQl 3I'5.c1 squr.ree 1:Y.>Y.>4 
to YI'95!:l6. 2,/4 units \l'Ore in position by 1530H in viuinity of 
··OO5f't~.lr< . 

At 1500H '/4 reported heavy fire. 

JJ: 1530H CO 3/4 requested assistanoe tl:Ol!l 2/4. 

At 1530H 214 reCl~eted and reoe'iv.ed permission from TFD ta-
turniah one o~eny from 2/4 to assist 'J/4.· . 

At 1625H 2/4 COllll!1&l1d Group Alpha and Canp~ G departed to l1nk 
up with Conpa ... 'l.y I, 3/4 -...0 htld bean,p!l.ftoed untie!' 2/4' ~1n..1, ~trol~ 
Company I wasbo seoure the nigh sround. on weet side of' etrelVll in 
vioinity YD.)53654. Company G to secure the high ground on the .~~ 
side of the stream in vioinity YJX)5465~ Command Group Alpha was to remain 
with Coopauy G. 

At 110QH OompatlJ" H ambush reported hearing NVA talking in vio~llity 
Y0048666. As the enemy approaohed the 1JIl'bu1b stt. ~ enemy were fired 
upon -11th forty rrunds 7.62mm. 'l'wo llVA were WCJUl'l4ed but e8o~ed. 

At 1730H Company H ambush at YD045665 law tive WA l!lov1.ng on 
trail with l-roapons ,·roaring green unifoma.. As they neared the 8Hbuflh 
site they were fired upon lcill1Dg two of them .and wounding the other 
three "Tho WJrc able to Bloepe. One Oh1-oom autO!!latio wapon was oeptured. 

A+. 1745H COI!1peny H 8Jl1bush at YD05,66, s~y one NVA lIlovi:r.g (lo,m-
street! ,tTiih s8veral oan'!ieens. !!he ambush Opened f'ira 1~T t .... ~.o, q:O~.3 ~'n 

osoape but was le.tor found dee:d. 

h. ,.12_.r~.9.6Ji. 

At Ol30H Command Group Alpha an4 Oomp~ G ~ct OompRny' .1, 3/4 
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At OT"H Company G began moving trom Y.005~648 to~ ~b~ 
at YD049640. " . . 

At 0840H elm mortars 1'ired 25 rounds on. lUllPecte4 t~Set at 
YD03865Q. . 

Company E oonduoted patro-le to tb& sOuth and west of hill 208. 

At nOOR Oompany H moVod. to vioinity ~649 to Bearc."1 area. wor~. 
the unit 1'rom .,/4 was ~tta.ed. 'lhe search looated eight 1'ri.-mrlly :tcr£ ilr?d. . 
miscella.naO\l& oquilJl1ent. 

. At l"5H Oa!tp~ G Ye.e dispatched to.vioinity 'i:l)J'41648 to assist 
ComPaD1 H in their retraotion. 

, 
At 1345H Oanpan.r H dieoO'lered two NVAr ldlled one a.l\d oaptur0d. t~1") 

other at YD040647.. Two AX-47 automatio rifles were captured. 

At 1505H while Mad. ElYao helioopter •• tryil'lg to land 8.ppro:r"-!'~~:t::~J 
40-':> NVA opened. up with t\lltc:matio and semi-.utoma.tio weapons. 'ale enemy 
tbecl £rom vicinity lD040651 and llX)4,652. 'Ca!1pany H returnod fire 
with all organio weapons. Company G ft1zJg 111 a better location to del1v"r 
fire on the enemy, 1'ired a he~ volume 01' 1'ire on the su~eoted anomy 
positions. Both air end al'tiller,r 1'ire 't~ de..'tivorec! '.xl (~S1)c:ct,/ Ulk~'1f 
positions. ~ing this 1'ire 1'ight Canpal11' H k:J.lle4 three NV4 (CorU'innodJ 
and seven Wi.. (Probable). ~ G kUled two WI. (Conf':trmed) and 15 NV.l 
(Probable). Oanpany H had 2 VIA, one was evaouated' by ho~ioopter. 

At l7l5H Canpany' H oanmenoed their zootra.at1on wi.th an additional 
114 Chi-Can semi-.Jltanatio FIlld el1tcma.t:l.o rUles. oaptu.red enemy weapons 
dleoovered in battle1'ield search. EnEll11 762 geal.' and fifty five Qrl.-Ca!1 
grenades were distroyed in plaae, The searCh reveal" twenty-three NVA 
bodies fran the 3/4 e.otion of 18 July 1966. No e~ oontaot was made 
during the night, 

k. 22 July 1966. 

At 0600H artillery began prep fires in vioinity ~40'650. 105 
a.ud 155 howitzers ware fired with a total of 405 rounds fired. • 

• 
. At OB10B CanpaD1 G moved to llJ041648 to 1Umish support tor Ca!1pany 

Ii movSllent. to m038648 • 
.. , " .. . , 

• At" 0945H Ocnpa.n.y E began moving fran Hril g)8 to vioinity llX)39649. 

J~t 0950H Canpany H began moving fran 1D052648 to 'rio1nity YlX>37648 

At 1l15B Oanparv II spotted three NVl Itt ~356" IU'1d brrught them 
under 1'ire with M"79 and. 3..5e. RalUlte unlcnown. 

At l220H C~ H reoeived eporadio ~tamatio an~ semi-eut~atic 
ana11 arms 1'ire :from Y.uJ,6~2. CQl1P&D1' R had. OM xu.. ~'t\al 

. Ul\t\J\S.1\( 
~- . 
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rit1iim'~ to $ CP and set in night detensive positimsJ;' Canpsn7 I retumed . . 
At 04,oH Com~ H ambush at YD055665 heard movement mar their pea1t:t.De 

IVA were talkillg and throwing rooks as it they \tI8ra trying to 100_ the 
_buah site. As the enem;y mared the ambush site there appe8X'8d to 'be 8:1% or 
eight of them. The ·ambush and the NVA began firing at about the. same time. 
It is believed the NVA spotted the embush site as illumiDation flare. were 
lighting the general area at this t :!me. Killed thre;e NY! am oaptured three 
O~.m au.tomatio rifles A£.47. 'f'WO frienUy KIA and two WlA. 

At lO30H received warning oNGr from T~ to be prepared tcr mow from 
present posit ion .to hill at YD~6640 and from there to hill ~. 

At 1130H Companies; E &, Gbegan mavins' with Oomma.nd GrouP Albpa.. OClDJll8:T!: 
Omup Bravo fallowing Company G, with Comp~ H fUrnish11'.lg rear and flank 
security for Command Group Braw .. 

At 1255H Comp~ E arrbed at YD05 2649. 

At 14,OH all 2/4 units \tItU'e in position inrioinity lDQ5264S, There 
wa.s m etlEllly oontaot during the move,' Pmm 1,OOH to 1500H air strikes ~re 
mede on hill 200. 

,.At 1700H CO briefed staff aniCompan;v Co_andere, 

At 1630H patrol from Comp~ E reported they foum ~ enemy activity, 
but did f1D:l f1&hting holes that had mt been used for IOveral months in 

. vicinity YD047647. ' 

2/ 4 units set in ~fensive position am had no enemy ~ontact aur~ng the 
night, 

1. a? July :J.26q. 

At 0630H aircraft began bombing hill 200 aiId aeased at 070011. 

At 0700H Comp~ E began a search and destroy operation from YD052647 
coing in a southwesterly direction to the top ot hUl 20S '!Iitbmt ansay contact:: 
Oomp~ H.me S9a.Nhillg for a trail that would lead to the t.p~ of ,hUl 208, bui~ 
they were stoppOO: by dense ~ul#fle. Oompan:y' H was' then diverted t<> searoh th8 ' 
area at YD~84'c.. G::F~:'ny T loo!'t, .. ~ ro. brttr.J.ion ~:1..le Ml'hormc site "I::'ld.eh 
oouta1ned a large mmber of persoDl1 it ems, '7 boxe., ot 12.7 8IIUIIJJl1.ibD. and 
a part of a 12.7mm ~aehine [!Un. 'The oo~ oommander believed the NVA had 
left the area to OOJiUUct operations and 1JIOU1d eventual~y return to get the 
gear they left behind. :BeOSl1B9 of this a11d the unteasibUity of defending tha 
area due te l1mited visibility, heavy vegatat:lon, aD1 lack of an LZ the 
Battalion Ccmmander decided to withdraw ComplUl\Y B to their previous position 
at YDoS26S7.· , 

.uJ. units less CoI!lJJ8lV' E remained in ~ 4etena1w posit~ns :in v1Dirt':i:y 
lD()j2648. Company E remained on hill a> a. 
~.21 July 1969, 

.. ~ ---
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\~w~.}. , 
- '. .At 12558: ComPADY :I and. 0_ .. H :.oe1vect tin traa rio1nity 

nl42648 and YlX>37653. :Both oCtlpanie. :returned. tires su&pp"ted. tRrpts. 
Oanp~ E ha.d three III and, one wu. . ~ the iaitW en._~ with , 
tho onont M6 'tbe re~e.ot:l.on ot :tibe KU ..", WU tb'J ~ nartan 11;ed 
a total of '121 rOWlde and O.P~ G ~ed & l.ar«e yolwna ot emall a1'II8 
eovertns £hoe. OCQ.P&lQ" JI tUed t.b1z't7 .. 60aaa .=-t~ 2.'OWlC1ia. CQIlP~ B 
credited with 10 NVA XU (probable). Qaal'$l\T H wu ored1i* with :rour 
m IW. (oon.timecl) _ the o~: of three ~1r1ne •• IIDl 
OQll~ C with .iz m m (~e4) aM 13 III <»roba'ble)~ 

At 154,r &1.1 t~iBc had oeared _4 the Me4 ~ .. o' were omplet", 

.At 21301 •• lJlOQ!1Q l'lert."",t'11&D4 'bw:'frt ill the t:ree. 0111'_ 
two m and four WJ:A Iran OoarJal\V I. 

iti 
At 213Ol1

6
&nUlel'1 fiad thirty I'ftDd. On I\W,Plote4 lII~tu 

p08 on at mo'71 56. . . ' . ' 
No other e~ oontll.ot W&8 made 4ur1n.r the night. 

l. i~ 34v ~96" 
.At 0110B Btttalion eaima.n4er .held. brie£:iJI« • 

.At 08351 CaQal\Y G bega.n moveaenil traa D04164? to YlI03&641 to 
link up with OQIlp&q' C, l .. t Battalion, 1.tMar:iJlea OIl). . 

At' 093)1 Cao~ H began mov_ent to- Yll) )4646. 
.. 

.At 0930H Battalion c:P reoeived sniper tire trtm unlmOWft pod tien. 

At 0935H C~ H.received ~orad.io ~tamat10 weapons and 
maahi1'1e 8W1 :f':lre trqq vioinity 1nO,e651. . !ISle aeooD1'~latoon :kUlec1 'tkree 
m in their positiol1 with amall &1'11. and ,., ;"tW1ds.~i8 ,aoHon .' . 
oont:lrued period1o~ Ul'ltU 1300H ... When aotion. ~od 'C(h!,~rf "ed, 
to maneuver e1an8l'1ts to the flank and rear ot8l1speeted elUIIIY .pD8itions~· 
but was unable to do 10 beoause of dens. toliage. lUrin« ~ever two 
NV ... • were m 1n their positionl!l. CcilP8D1 H withdrew troops so art:L1lexy 
and &11' strikes oculd, be oalled on the strong eDtJIIy tsrse'tis •. !!he '. 
OCDlllandin« Oi'fioer of Oczl'8.Z\V' H bel1ewd there were &p,prcmately 20 
well U'IIled and well dug-in NV.A in the area' vbea the Aotion began. !the 
OQl1}'8.l\Y was oradited. With '10 .m (probable)., ~ this action OClllla.l\V H 
had one m and 14 WI.&. . 

At 143011 CcaPal\Y G reported theu-, ,poaiUon at ~38644 • 

.A.1 2040H 'Oa!pany E requested emergency Ked ho tor en&k. 'bU. 
viotim. 

. . 
• ~I ... 

m. 24 ~X ~966. 
. ' UNCLASSIFlff{ 

ENCLOSURE (f'l 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

l~®~~.,,; { ..... 
.At 0140B the 8-3 dut~ ,of ticer' 8.nd dAio o,perater h~ m~in« 

oaning ~an hill', \there:: ~Ps.nY ~ ; hnc~ toU:":ht. 'l-lc ·~)TlCt'~-t.k.f ,l!"'1~eed A 

rnc1 e .. 1llip, tor help. A ,S-2 scout, patrol 'Waft .--..r ant~. ; ; , ' 
. ' 

At 06,:>H H &,8 QanpaJl1' oap~e.d one wounded NVA at 1DQ46051 .• • 

At 07100 Ba.tta.lio~ OD briefed'.alt. OCIDPallY oanmanders, aria, 
attaobllente., , , 

At 0920H CCDp~ B reoeived 4 rCWlde of amper fire £rom vicinity 
ot lDO'35653. ComPa.niee I &; H re1Umed ria at llU8Peoted tnel!O,' llositiofte 
(hacked are .. with negat1Ye r88l1lt.. , ',' 

t oIA ...... .tlt¥>30B ~~ !Joo.te4 e~o ... 4 aneIV position alone length 
o r~v .\All in VooW6D.I.ty .tJooV'9651" al,o tCWMl eleVen lIVl. ICI.l 111 same . 
area. tree the aotion 01' the Pl'evioUIt d.a.Y adding .. van more to the oou.nt and e 
captured six automatio rinee, U:-7~ 

At 15'5II CcmpftlV' I patlo1 reoeive4 autCll&tic tift fran YDO,-,6;3 
:r:eeul ting in tw friend1,. m. · . 

At awrox1mately 19,,11 2/4 __ 1 .... a 50 rcunds f1:t 8_ l!IOriar 
t:1re fran vioirdty- lDO'965~ Betu:med tire with 40"'" 60mm mortar; 145-
6lmm mort~ and 339 artlllery rouD4h Inocxdng fh'e oea:88d at 194511. 
As a 1'eSllt of' 1noCDing mortars 2/4 had 1 IU and 64 w:tA.. , 

At 1950H CCIIlP,&DY G received a.pproximateq 50' rouDIls 01' au~_tio 
and. aemi""IUtomat10 8IIBll arma rUe, bu.t suffered no oawalUea.. 

At 2100R Mad !no of serious WU oClDmenoK. 

At 2300H CQIlPaJ\Y E 11sten1l1g post, ~oei'V8d, 20-25 r(\1n,cts of e 
autCDat10 wea.pOn" fire. Io~ fSre with thirty 7.62 round:e. CCDp~ E 
had one m~ 

At 2,,:>H Ked Ivao ot "wu. oanplete~. 

n. iIi:W.l: .9~ 

J.t oe""X'ocmtenoed air atri.ke. on lU8Pe01ied enemy' posit!6na at 
lD028653. Dropped a total o£ twanty--tOln' 250·l~.i "bWl'V'CI 500 lb., {nd 
eight napalm bclnb8~ 

At ll35H cmPa.D¥ G had moved imlo .p08:1.t:l.one at YQ)52647 to 00Vft 
'2/4 unit. movement, tran lDO'58648 to lDO%654. . ;, 

, 2/4 JIlovement to vioinity tm56654 was de1qed untU 1235H 'bAO&~e 
or non-ava1la.bWty-ot helicopters to evacuate _tel' oans al'ld other 
1l1soeUane~s equipnent. ' 

au m. 
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At 1515H the Battalion Commml Group and Canpaniea G and H 

at tIlO52647,reoeived apprOrlmate1y 20 rounds 821mn mortar fire fran v10Wty 
YlX>36656. No oaeualtiea were reoeived. Artllle17 ancr Blmm mortars weft 

called on suspeoted enemy targets. EnerD7 ,fire oeased. 

At 195~ Canpa%\Y H patrol at YJX)52654 killed two NVA and 
oaptured two <hi-Cem oarbines AlC-47~ 

No other enemy oontaot was made during the n1Bht. 

o. ,~JulY ~966" 

At 1115H Co1lrpany It ccmmellCed belUut to n,ng Ha. 

At l'15H the la.at elements of 2/4 C-) amved itt ,_~ H~..t_, 
_.' _~ ," ••• .J. ,~ .... ,~~.u ... ~ .... ~ ",_-""_u""~"~,,, __ ,,,,-_ .. ",,,,_ ..... ~ ---................ -~~ 

At 2300H reoeived hag Order 17-66 fram D'DJ 2/4 aae1sned 
mi.alon of TFD reserve • . ,' ....... _ ........ ' ... __ ..-"'-r-<.~ .. _ ..... _ 

p. 27 J"w..y 1266. 

At 0700H Comp~ G departed Dong Ha &8 aeour1tyon a convoY' 
to Phu Bai. ' 

At Oe,:>H first element departed Dong Ha by fixed wing airoraft 
for J-hu Ba.i. 

At l205H last unit arrived tit Phu Be,i airfield. 
. . 

At 1215H Compal\Y G arrived at 2/4 CfI b.r truck ocaw~. 

At 14008 . l'l~ 2/4 units at '2/4 'ap &oa\ the airt1eht. 

'-.........2/4 oontirlue as TID reserve, on four hour alert with Comp~ 
l' o~ a two hour alert. ~ . : 

q. 2@=29 July 12,66. 

Remained at Phu J3a,i. 

r. )? ~1y 1966. 

At 1115H one truok in oonvoy detonated a mine at YD434476 •. 
One Marine Was wounded and evacUated to Phu. Bai by helicopter. 

. " 

At l305H 2/ 4 C~d c~~'p..,,~h!r~ and Companies E Ie II srrivedUNClISS'F'En 
at Dona Ra. ." 

-11-

ENCLO!iURE If') 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

~¥11. Ie ~ 
, At 0930H COJmQJ1d Group It.ravo ancl c~ departecl Phu B~i 

by truok oonvoy for Dong Ha, and arrived at DOng Ha at 121511. ' 

t. l_st 1966. 

At lOOOH Company ]I departed Phu Bai by tru.ok oonvoy for n,tl6 Ha_ 
and arrived at Dong Ha at 1230H. 

u. 2 4BeBst 1966. 

:"\,. 2/4 remained at ~ng ~ a8 'm ~ •• 
v. l iten at +966" 

At l200H ''Operation Hastings" ileminated. 

11. lIUIlIlI'!. A total of 56 twA ICIA. oont'1:med and 68 proJM,blle wre e 
credited during th~"~operanon~--!i}'_"'~!Liiria:. It oazmo1; be detem:!Ded 
the mmber of enemy killed by aircraft. 

A total of 40 ~~on8 was oaptured along w1 th tbcuaanda ot rOWlde 
of BIlII!lUllitlon. A large aJllQUlt of NVA 782 gear, personal 1 tams, and 
doauments wel:e al~' oapture!. 

!!.he areas in whiah e.1r strikes were made were not searched except 
in those plaoes where strikes were held in direot support of our units. 
Most areas hit by e.1r were ina.coessab1e to friendly foraea. 

12. AJ!!INISTMTlVE MAT'lERS, 

.. I5pplY. Supply support from the LSA was generally good, however 
the evacuation of water cans and other types of equ:lpment was slow on 
several oocasions. !!here should be more emphasis on the importanoe 
or the evaoue.tion of these items beoause a unit oannot move until 
these items are evacuated or destroyed. 

b. ~Skgs11 fto",pply ot rJet!iet'.l 81.;'1"1188 wne. _~nc17 .slow 
1'ra'1 the- LSIl to th~ ~ttl'~icia. • . ... .. '., ..... 

At the present time 2/4 is ehort o~l!D.nJ five be1ng wounded 
on this operation further reduoing an alrea.dy understrength medical 
platoon. 

o. ~oR.tion'l On several ooqf8iona oommunioations equipment 
returned £rOL'1 the l&. that had supposecu.y been repaired was found to 
be unservicabla. Closer supervisionehould be plaoed on the repairing 
of the oOl!1tlW1ioations equipment e.t the 1&. .Also more attention 
should be shown in the handling of canmunioations equipment by ~ 
he11oop~er orew manbers and the personnel off loading at the LZ. ~~ 

An JJJ/PRc-25 ani a RC-292ena.ble4 .sood oQ:lmW}.;Loat:l.onl .. yj,th .:t.he--.-.---~~ 
1FJ) at Cem 10. ' ",-- ' ~~ 

• .., -12-
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(~~l!w .Ad ~clm~.' 
a • .A. PsYChological Warfare Team provided by 8; U. S. Ne.vy Beaoh­

~per team from the SLF was utilized on the afternoon and evening 
of 24 JUly 1966. ~1e effort made offered food, medioal oare,and 
good treatnent in return for their surrender. !rhe EtPpeal inoluded 
in8truotions on how to surrender and a.lso oontained a t~ely direct 
personal a;ppoal to the enemy personnel in the :immediate a:rea by the 
AR'IN Liaeon C1:f.'fioer. !£hough there were no ~r1soners obtained ~ ~ 
direot result 'It'l!h'!i' J)~ fki.·l-bb .. ·r~ocet "tIl<.: "'~lit.l1 &,-~t'n{~ l'O." 
and three OOmpal.les -ware brrught under heavy mortar U:taok. 

b. 'Iho teen was committed late in tho operation after the initial 
shook of a.ttack and after one unit had bean sorely pressed by the 
enemy in the a:rca.. !lhe optimum moment WB.8 lost as the enemy had time 
to reoover from the initial shook and raise morale _ •. t t.Iwr thowjlt 
was an apparently SllooesS£Ul attaok on friendly unite. !!he reoorded 
e;ppeals were obviously pre-prepared. 111e direot oontact • 
aade by the Liason Offioer oapitalizing on the ~ed1&te looal 
situation Was I:lore personal and thorefGre more effeotive. 

14. Qnmmendors .Ana,lys1§' ~e combat effioienoy and preformanoe of the 
. Battalion oontinued at an exoellent level through rut the operation. 

Despite a.ttrition frem oasualties the efte.tiveness of' the oanmand di4 
not oh::lIlg9 and remained at a. peak lilen diverted to Task Foroe Beserve. 
~e partirular area. of opera.tions was over terrain which tended to be 
a.dv.an1a.&uma ~2..tjj!l~~.~nemy. Only the protessiOii8l1 Sldll of the InalvIaUal 
Marina and small unit lea.ders O'fi'set this advantage and resulted in the 
operation being an unqualified suocess. 

15. aeo~~tionB' 

a.. !lhat during all operation involving' two' o~ more ba.ttalions~ each 
battalion oanIn8l1der have at his disposal at l:ellL~t_ .. 5!:n~L.M!.~<?92~~.~.aho.r1;. 
notioe. 

b... !Iha.t when helioopter a.vailability preoludes adJ:linistrative 
service to a battalion ready to move, the battalion oOl!lJ!lander be given a 
definite answer rather than proora.st1na.te for three or frur hours then 
tell him to destroy eqUilll1ent to faoilitate· a move. 

o. That Psychological Warfam Lcudspee.ker 'l!eams with portable 
equipnent and all interpreter be avaUable for immedia.te emplo~ent to ., 
exploit the initial shook of attaok. 

. 
Ul/& .. di-
A. E. BEN,.2R, UNCLASSIFIED 
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• • • HEADQUARTERS 
~ 3d Betta110n, 4th Narines (-) (Rein) 
~ 3d Ner1ne Division, Flee'~ Marine. Foroe 

c/o FPO, San Franc 11!fOO , 96b02 

~V' •• .... 

Wr~~~i~£~~unl[nO] ", 3/WEM/d1d· ... ---­
)120 

Frot'l: 
To: 
Vie: 

Subj: 

&60.1·'-7 

ComManding Officer' ~ I~ 
COT'l!T1andtng General~ 3d Ma,rtne Dt"1s10n, FMF 
COMMand1.np Officer, 4th Martne Regiment 

10 August 1966 
0031 - b 6 

Combat After Action Report' (Operation HhSTINGS) 

Ref: (a) RegtO 31'0,)B 

Enel: ( 1) v' OperE! t 1. one Overley 
(2) v Detailed After Action Report on 20 July 1966 by 

COMpe.ny COJ'l'lmander, Company I 
(J)v Detailed After Action Repo~on 15-18 July 1966 by 

COMpany COMYT1snder, Company K 

1. QQQ§. Oper8t1on HASTINGS 

2. DATE OF OPEB~T+...QE.. 15 July .. 03 Augus t 1966 

). LOCATION. CaM Lo - Dong He Area (Enclosure 1) 

4. mNT.ROL OR COMtrlfLND HF~.aJ?'~!!'~.n1:.~~. Hee.dquarters. Ta.sk Force 
Delta. Brig. Gen. L. E. ENGLISH, Com"1and l.ng, a,nd 3d Bn., 4th 
Marines. LtCol S. A. VAL~ COfT1"1F.ln~tng until 1000, 28 July 1966. 
LtCo1 W. J. rr~STERPOOL,Co1'l1JT\anding from 1001. 28 July 1966. 

5. TASK ORGANiZATION. 3d Batta.lion, 4th Marines (-) ('Rein) 

6. RUPPORTING FORCES. 

(1) Artillery Support 

D. Brevo Battery 1/11 - lOS's general support 
b. Foxtrot Battery ?/ll - 10Sts general support 
c. Eo~el Battery 3/12 - l0i's general support 
d. L11"a Battery 4/12 - 15S s genera.l sUPPOl.'t 
e. 111ke Battery 4/12 - 1SS's genera.l support 
f. Mortar Battery 1/11 - 4.21"11'1 general support 
g. Headquarters Battery )/12 - general support 

(2) Air Support 

a. L-15 to L-Hour - 8 fixed-wing airoraft for LZ;prep. 
b. L-Hour to L plus 180 - 4 fixed-wing a1.rcrflf't"'on 

stat ton. 
e. RSMa \nder of Opera t 10n .. 2 f 1xed w 
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em is ,",in. alrt! 2 airoraft w/NAP on .Mlne alert: 2 
aircraft on IS Min. alert froM 0600 to 1900 datly: 2 air­
oraft on 15 m1n~ alert froM 1900 to 0600 datly_ 
~. AD on statlon 24 hours a day-
e •. UH - ,4 redto ra1ay on one hour stand-by from 1900 to 

0700 daily. 
t. Flare ship available on reQ.uest - AO a.1rborne tram 1900 to 0600 ddly. 

g. Aircraft for reBUppl~ and Medical. Evacuation available on request. 

,. WEHlG§NQI. On 19 Mq 1966 • North Vietnamese Amy mU1er sunoGn­

dered to V1etna.I!lese ArtJ1¥ Fomes operattng 10 miles sou:hh or the Demil1 t-

" anzed Zone (DMZ) in Quang Tri ProvinCe, South V1etnan. 

This WA soldier stated that he was a member of a 200 IIIIJ\ advance 

}5rt.Y from the 324th B NVA Division that was 1Wdl'ig a reoolU'laissanGe ot 
the Quang Tri tlfte. He i'urther stated that i" was the intention of the 

,24th B WA to 1nfiltmte south across the DlfZ 1nto South Vietnam l:Ild take 

over Quang Tri Province. 

Durina the latter part of Ms.r and the month ot June, low level agent 

reports stated that elements of tbe }24th :B DiVision were int'lltrating into 

Quang Td Province from North Vietnam, 

Reconnaissanoe un1 ts 'began operating in the Qu.a.nao Tri area on 22 June. 

J)q,ring the period 1 through 15 July, a total of eiBhteen reoon" patrols were 

eonduoted - fou.rteen of which had to be extracte" prema.ture~ clUe to signi­

ficant enemy oontaot. A total of '4' North Vietnamese soldiers were obse~ 

ved b,y the racon elements, indioating a sizeable infilt~tion of a major 

eneDI\Y force into the fl,rea. 

In the meantine, South Vietnamese torces were oonducting limited 

operations in the Quang Tri area. On 5" July they oaptured a North Vietn.e.m­

ase soldier who stated that he was a member of the 5th Battalion, 812th 

Regiment, 324th B lorlb Vietnamese Divis,ion. 

On 10 July, a Ueutenant from this same unit surrendered. to South Viet­

namese forces operating in Q'uans Tri. The lieutenant stated that the mission 

of the 324th B Division was to "lLb_e" Quang Tri Province and further " 

destra,y South Vietnamaae forces operating in the Province. -
Based on these intelligence reports, numerous low level reports, 

aerial photographs and reconnaissance and the reports received £rom reoon 

un! til the following un! ts were established to be in the vicinity of the area 

of operations I the 90th Regiment, the 612th Regiment, and the 803d Regiment. 

Each of the three inf[1lltry regiments oomposing the ,24th B Division was 

estimated to hE-VO a strength of 1500 men. In adllition to the three infantry 

regiments, tho }:-';'IJ1.'..lB.rters and supporting Wlita of the 324th B Division 

were beUeved .~:"" "; . ;'n the area. Supporting units were tentativelY ident .. 

ified to oons:'t"," ~ ."' c. oommunioations comparw, III engineer compal\Y', and a ' 

reoonnaisea.noe (.. :~:"' .ny. 

2 
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8. MISSION. "commencing at L-Hour, land in assjgned landing zone and oonduct 
soarch for CP of }24th B Div.is~on r~llQ~~!1,AUjtQ5.6'. On order establish 
blocki~ po'si iiona vicIiu. ty YD' 036641 to prevent enem;y movement through area. 

9. CONCEPI' OF OPERATION. See operation overlq (Enclosure 1). 

10. ~urroJ!. 

a. 12 July 1966 

(1) Lt 122310Z Frag Order was reoeived from Task Force Delta to 
conduct Operation Hastings. 

b. 13 July 1966 

(1) At 0545H the battalion displaced to Phu Ba.! airport for airlift 
to Dong He. 
(2) At 0605H the battalion arrived at Phu Bai airport 
(~) At 0740H the battalion began airlift to Dong Ha by fixed wing 
aircraft 
(4) At 1020H the battalion completed airlift to Dong Ha 

o. 14 July 1966 (Dong Hal 

(1) At 1620H, H&S Company received one incoming .50 Oal. round at 
YD 254598. Results, 1 WIA USMC 
(2) At 2245H TFD Frag Order 2-66 was reoeived whioh modified TFD 
]'rag Order 1.66 
\ 

d. 15 July 1 Q96 

(1) At 0730H the battalion commenced helioopter lift into operation 
araa 
(2) At 08100 three CH-46 helioopters ora shed in Landing Zone at 
YD 036646 R' " "XIX"Osm. 'j xu: li ::::iIiiiI3:mJrm,! --
(3) At OS3OH :~~::t!e.lion"co~i:ted he~opter lift to operational 
area at YD 038648 
(4) At,oS45H Company "Itt oaptured (1) WIA NVA 
(5) At 0846H Oomp~ uL" received small arms fire from sniper. 
Results, 1 WIA UOO 
(6) At 0935H Comp~ ''Ie" spotted 1 NY! guarding e. rine oache at 

YD 037641. Company "K" opened fire on WA. Results, 1 KIA NVA 
(7) At 10300 Oompa.n;y uI" spotted approximately 12 'INA moving in 
stream at YD 037655. A.s' the NVA were taken under !'ire they with-
drew upstream. Results, 2 NYA KIA, 3 NVA probable ' 
(8) At 1215H Compa.n;y "K" was taken under tire 'by approximately 15 
NV!. CompaDl' "K" J.'eturned fire. Results, 2 KIA USKl, 2 WIA US}!}, 
2 KIA NVA protal>le . 
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(9) At 1350H Oompany "I" reoovered 1 NVA KIA at YD 0'5655 whioh 
resulted from earlier contaot 
(10) At nOOH Company "I" spotted 3 NVA running east on trail. NVA 
were taken under fire with small arms. Results, negative 
(11) At 1745H 2d Platoon, Company "K" reoeived sniper fire, return­
ed fire with small arms. Result, 1 KIA NVA 
(12) At 1800H Company "I" reported that gun position looa.ted at 

YD 067654 WaS firing on helicopter 
(13) At 180SH helioopter inbound east over rivor reoeived automatio 
weapona fir'e,onO 'CIi-~ovafr~li1r,-Oa!p-nre-arraomsn~anQea"IiC 
thf)'·ba.'1"!~lro:zl_g!!~~!i~~t~, .TI.XSCJt ~i/rx l£oi·1>urnIL.(9.~suart"ies 
were o~~.membe;y and pergonQ~;_f£Qm 2d att&lioru 1st ~tin.~s) 
(14) At 181;H the battalion CP was taken under fire with small arms 
and automatio fire from all sides. Returned fire with small arms, 
81mm, and fired artillery miusion on suspeoted NVA positions. 
Rosults 2 KIA usm, 5 WIA USMJ, unknown results on NVA 
(15) At 1850H Company "K" fired on 1 NVA sniper, whioh had been 
firing on Compa.ny "K" sinoe early morning. Resul. ts, 1 KIA NVA 
(16) At 2045H Compa~ "K" reported that their positions were being 
hi t by approximately 100 NVA. Flare ship requested by Company "K" 
(17) j~t 2315 Company "K" reported enemy withdrew main foroe and 
they were receiving only sporadio sniper fire. 

16 July 1966 

(1) At 0100H the battalion received emergenoy ammunition resupply 
by helicopter 
(2) At 0120H battalion reoeived TFD Frag Order ,.66 
(3) At 06000 NVA broke contact with Compe.n;y "K". Search of area 
will be conducted at first light 
(4) At 06200 the battalion CP and Company "I" lines reoeived app­
roximately 20 rounds of inCOming mortar fire at YD 039648. Arti­
ller,y mission called on suspected ene~ pOSition, in addition fixed 
wing Was also oalled. Mortar fire ceased, AO observed 20 NVA in 
area 
(5) At 0810H Company "K" reported that they had found 25 NVA bodies 
from previous night action. In addition 9 WIA U::3M) from Company "K" 
were reported. 
(6) At 0830H Company "I" searched area of sUB~eoted enemy movement 
which was fired on during larkness (YD 042647). Results 2 KIA NVA 
(7) At 0930H Compa~ "K" rc.ported 50-75 NVA had attacked their 
night +,tme positions fr,.>m all sides. Company "K" returned fire with 
amal:'ls, grenades and M..79. Results, 4 WIA USMC, 25 KIA NVA, 
25 KI~~ l' .. nrobable 
(8) J.<:; L':.;j:i: Company "L" searched area where it he.d fired upon 
unknown ntunber of NYA. Results, 1 KIA NVA and several drag marks 
leading away from area 
(9) At 110}fi Comp~ "L" caohe containing mines, Gmall arms and 
mortar ammunition and other gear 
(10) At 1130H Company "I" fired on 11 NVA moving u.pstream at YD 
041649. Results, 1 KIA NVA 
(11) At 1500H Company "L" spotted 4 NVA heading south down river at 

YD 037654. Fired upon NYA with 60mm mortar, M-79 and small anns, 
Resul ta, 1 KIA NVA 

4 [W~©~~~~~~~ 
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(12) At 1515H eleJllent. of 24 Battalion, 4th Marinel!l arrived at 
ld Battalion, 4th Marines CP 
(13) At 200011 Comp8.l\Y ''X'' received fite from approJdme.tely 100 NVA 
attacking around their perimeter. Contact continuing 
(14) 

t •. 17 JulY 1966 

( 1) A t OO~OH Comp&r\Y "IC" reported tba t contact with the enemt had 
closed. Results, 1 KIA USHJ, 5 WIA USHl, 32 m NVA, 40' KIA. NVA 
(probable) 
(2) At 010511 COlDp8ll1 "In reported they were receiving small arms 
fire tram approximately 200 meters in front of their position 
(,) At 011511 Co~ "I" reported an unidentif'ied explosion app­
roximately 200 meters in front of their position 
(4) At 0210H Battalion reoeived Frag Order 6-66 from TFD 
(5) At 0610 Company "K" reported mortar fire being reoeived in vic­
ini ty of YD 055641. Fire mission was oalled and adjusted to pro­
vi4e maximum area ooverage. 
(6) At nOOK one man from Comp~ "I" was wounded by a concussion 
grenade. Area was swept. Results, (1) NYA surrendered and was 
evacuated to TFD ' 
(7) At 1422H Company "L" departed for Company "K" position 
(8) ,~t 1522H Company "L" reported that they were completely tied 
in with Company "K" 
(9) At 2008li Company "K" reported that 1 NVA tripped a nue in 
front of their position. Results, 1 NVA KIA ' 
(10) At 2145H Frag Order 7-66 was received 
(11) At 2250H Comp~ "K" spotted 4-5 NVA near river YD 038640. 
NVA opened with grenades. 81mm illumination wa.s utilized and S/A 
fire delivered. Effect on ene~ is unknown 
(12) At 235511 comp~ "K" reported ene~ probing their perimeter 
with S/A and grenades. 81mm illumination, S/A and M-79 rounds 
wer~ fired in return. Effect on enemy is unkn~ 

c. 1D July 1966 

(1) At 0330H Company "K" reported that they had ma.de contact wi tb 
approximately 50 NVA A.ronnd their perimeter. Compan;y "Kit opened 
fire with S/ A and an artillery mission was called in. Resu1 ts 3 
lNA KIA confirmed, 15 NVA KIA probable, 1 magazine oaptured. 2 
minor WIA USMC 
(2) At O~35H Company "K" reported that it had destroyed an automatic 
weapon,~ .';IJ.'Jltlon, which was firing from the left flanks of their 
Company ~.'J,:;i tion 
(3) At 06~6H Compa.l\Y "K" reported that 1 AN/PRO 10 was damaged by 
H&I fires at approximately 0615H 
(4) At 0915H Company "K" spotted 1 NVA at YD 040639. Enemy was 
taken under M..79 and S/A fire. Effect on eneIl\Y is unlmown 
(5) At 1021H the battalion CP and Company "L" defensive position 
received small ams fire from approximately 5-6 NVA. Returned fire 
wi~h 81mm and small arms. Results, unknOWn 

5 .. NCI.O~UkE l.J;"l 
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(6) At 1'5000 the Battalion oolumn began moving from its old CP, enroute 

to new position. At approximately 15,00 the oolumn wa.s hit with 20 

rounds of morta.rs. The column beoame separated in _s,ev~~_~!_p}~.~s. an~ 

separated from tho two rear:s.·~_9~!1lJ11alQQniJ2:~,~~K~.:whic.hwere 

still in the old cparaa., olosed with tbo rear security of approximate­

ly 66 Marines. The NVA 1!'ade, the1r 8ppJ'Ooh frol"l four aeparte ave. 

The NVA then set up six ot their mortars in the old mortar positi~n of 

the battalion. Heavy close range fighting took plaoe between the 

Marines and the NVA. At 1615H Company "L" with the Battalion Exeoutive 

Officer, began moving back to the old CP area to a.ssist Comp~ "K" • 

Due to the terrain a.nd volume of small arms fire received by Company 

"L", movement was slow and diffioult. In the meantime the Battalion 

Commander directed artillery and air strikes on the NVA. At app,roximate­

ly 1100H Company "L" joined with elements of Company "K" and assisted 

in extn>.cting the Company "K" personnel who had been out off from the 

oompany. The wounded and dea.d were oarried to the lE for evaoua tion 

and temporary burial. Contaot was finally broken when the NVA wi th­

drew at apprOximately 1800H. The artillery and air strikes coupled 

wi th the fires of Companies "K" and "L" were extremely effeotive on 

the NVA and an estimated 500 NVA were KIA during this action 

(1) At 1900H the Battalion CP joined 2d Battalion, 4th Marines at 

2d Battalion, 4th Marines position (~lL051664) 

(s) At 2355H Task Foroe Delta Frag Order 6.66 Wa.B received 

h. 19 July 1966 

1
1) At 0105H Cornpan~eB "K", "L" and Ill" arrived at Battalion CP 

2) At 1130ll Company "I" reported a man wandering around in field 

3) A.t 11400 Company III" identified man to be Lt. WIWON, artillery 

FO' from Company "K", believed to be KIA during previous d)l;y's action, 

Compa.ny "I" requested Medioal Evacuation 
(4) At 1230H Medical Evacuation completed 

(5) At 1255H the battalion depa.rted 2d Battalion, 4th Marinos area 

enroute to the new position 
(6) At 1;25H the battalion arrived at the new position (YD 055652), 

1. 20 July 1966 

(1) At 1100H to 2000H the 2d Platoon of Company "I" was in heavy 

con tact with approxima te.ly 15 NV A's. An air mission was oalled in 

support of 2dPlatoon, Company "I". The 1st Platoons o£Companies 

III" and "L" with the Commanding Officer of Company "I" in command 

prooeeded to assist the patrol and to aid in a Medical Evacuation. 

The 1st PlO-t(lons of Companies "I" and "L" attaoked through the NITA 

strong point~ capturing 2-82mm mortar bipods and 3 me.c~ne guns. As 

the 2d Platoon of Company "I" started to move out, they again met 

NVA resistance. Company "Gilt 2d Battalion, 1st Marines (OpCon) wa.s 

dispa.tched to assist, air strikes were again called. A..t 1930H con­

tact was broken with NVA. Throughout this action the 'battalion CP 

received small arms fire from the surrounding valley a..nd hil1s 

adjacent to tho CP area. Resulta, 7 KIA USMJ, 35 WIA USJol}, 15 KIA 

NVA 
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j. 21,rug 1996 

(1) At 1201R the nattalion oommenoed a helicopter lift to Task 
Foroe Delta CP and remained at that position as CP security 
until , August 1966 

k. 27 Julv 1966 

(1) At 2240R Company "L"'s patrol reported that PFle cited VC 
in vioinity ot YD 177586 and requosted illumination. Results 
negative 

1. Q} August 1966 

(,) At 1200H Operation HASTINGS torminated 
(2) At 15000 the Battalion oommenoed motor march from Cem to 
anroute to Phu Bai TACR 
(,) At 1750H the Battalion arrived at Phu :Sa! 

11. RE§UIJrS 

a. 9UUAlties. USMC,/K!A - 20, USMO,/WIA - 194, USNjIaA - " w jlcr.A - 279, 
KIA probable - 432, mrn - 2 

b. Enemy Equipment And Material Lq'pgs. 

(1) Weaponsl 47 total 

(a) Individualz 29 Chicom Carbines, 7 AK-41 00, 4 Sten Guns 
(BritiSh), 1 K 53 SMG, 1 BuckShot signal pistol, , - 7.62 
Russian MG, 2 - 82mm Mortars w/base plates. 
(b) Ammuni tiona 361,760 rds small ama, 73 Cbicom Grenades, 
183 - 82~. :Mortar rde, 24 AT Mines, 32 Empty Shoe Mines, 16 
Stick Grenades adapted tor booby trapping, 5 blasting caps, 
10 ~ 82m Mortal' BE Light Rounds 
(0) Equipmentl 20 packs, 65 assorted me.gazines, 250 lbs. 
assorted web gear, 1200 lbs Medioal Supplies, ., - 82mm MOrtal' 
base plates, 2 - 82m. Mortar bipods, , - 7.62 RUl8ian MG barrel, 
,0 small shovels and pioks, 25 canteens, 12 hammocks, 1 Armor 
Shield to MG, 1 Heavy Machine Gun Mount, assorted astra. parts 
to MG, 4 sets mess gQar, 30 lbs. of doouments, 50 lbs. ot 
inc~.~.vidua.l clothing (in packs) J ,0 Ibs. khaki unitorms (in 
pa~';'!' ~; 20,000 piastres. 

o. FriendlY 1lQ.1)J.pmept and Material Lones. 

(1) Weaponsl 10 total. 7 pistols .450al, 2 Maohine Guns ~60, 
1 Grenade Launoher ~79 

(a) Equipment. 61 packs, 52 ponchos, 22 K-Bars, 18 bayonets, 
51 ~14 magazine pouohes, 70 E_tools, 12 1st~id packs, 14 
cartr1~e belts, 15 grenade pouches, 5 bayonet soabbords, 

7 aflfM(c]~~~~~W~ 
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8 knives, 7 knive cases, 4 pl.ck boards, 3 helmets (complete), 
1 M-60 pintle, 1 H-60 m!r, 1 molqui to headnet, ,1 oanteens, 2 
guy lines, 1 sleeping bag oover, 1 mosquito net, 1 .45 Cal. 
magazine pouch, 3 tent poles, 6 blanket roll straps, 5 belt 
suspender straps, 9 ¥~14 magazines, 3 canteen oovers, , shel­
ter halves, 1 blanket, 1 W.P. bag, 20 tent pine, 4 oanteen oups, 
9 forke, 9 knives, 9 messpans, 9 messpan oovers, 20 machetes, 
2 AN/PWJ - 10 radios, 2 ANjPBD - 6 radios, 4 pair field glasses 
(7&50), 12 oompasses, 3 wire outters, 5 air panels, 11 M-76 
grenade launohers, 5 M-15 Sights, 2 ms.p oases, 2 H-9 pyro guns 

a. Supply throuehout Operation HASTINGS Wal oonsidered adequate, 
there were some items needed through resupply whioh were unavailable 
or .vailable in limited quantity. 

'0. It did not appear that the LSA was prepared to support the operation 
with suoh items as individual olothing and 182 gear. While Battalions 
begin operations fullY equipped with these items, it oannot be expeoted 
that the.y will last through an extended operation. 

c. Several errore occured in transmi tt1ng c oordina. tee on resupply 
requests. ~hie resulted in supplies being delivered to the wrong 
looation. No determination could be made as to what may have caused tho 
major! ty of errors, however, it is believed that the primary oause was 
ishe Bhe.ckling and unshackl1ns of coordinates. The solution would be 
to have supply personnel and all conoerned wi th resupply be further 
schooled and to double check coordinates. 

d. Treatment and evacuation of casualties was oonsidered adequate. 
Some problems occured in oasualty reporting. 'rhese have been alleviated, 
with a coordinated effort in standardizing prooedures to be used. 

e. Body bags were unavailable at the LSA. This neeess! tated utilizing 
ponohos to cover and evacuate bodies. 

121. MEDICJ~L 

a. On 13 July 1966, at 08}OH, 3d Battalion, 4th Marines flew from 
Phu Bai airport and arrived at Dong Ha 10QOH. The Battalion set up 
in an assigned area around the air strip for approximately two d~s. 

b. All S&_._~:~ry needs were taken care of' immediately and a trash pit 
a.nd straddle 1i:cench immediately dug. No medioal prOblems were noted 
dealing with sanitation other than minor ones. 

o. On the morning of 15 July 1966, the Battalion was epli t into 
helo-teams and was flown to the Landing Zone. Upon landing, one 
Hospitalman attached to 81mm mortars was killed in aotion. Shortly 
after landing at the new site, a BJ~S was established, Once set up 
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for action, the BAS irnmerliately started reoeiving KIA t S and WIA t s, 
and it was nocNlsa.:r.oy to .z-ain assistance from the air officer for 
holo evacuation of the dead and injured. 

d. It was noted ti1at many of the patients being prooessed through 

I 0.~.~-~) 
L_....-. 

the EAS hadt>o~.; bcr.."'Q.: 11 ta[!,ge'd 'oy their" cornpani''''s, l"ofrv.lt:t'l2g' in 
considerablo amount of confusion in identif.Ying the dead. tn one 
ir.3tance, it was neoessar,y to call Marinos from the line, baok to 
tho BAS to make positivo identifioation of a deceased individual. 

e. Operation HASTINGS Ont!lO to an end. on 3 August 1966.. The total 
casualtiP3 suffered by the Medical Department were 3 Hospitalman 
killed i~ action, and , Hospitalman Medically Evacuated to other 
medical facilities. Numero'.ls Hoapi talman reeei ved minor wounds, 
but were lef.t in a duty statue due to the nature of the injuries. 
7.):>: the entire Battalion, there were 23 KIA's and 194 WillS. 

13. §R~lb,L Ei.t.UIPMENr h.ND TBrd!m;.~TI;ES. None were utilized. 

14. 9_<?lgl~Jl!-'ERS ANA~LCI..~~. During Operation HA&rINGS the oontrol and ooor­
dinfl.tj.Ql! of suppor'cing' arms beoame quite diffioult. The proximity of adj­
ace~l'j battalions and ~he relatiyely narrow frontages of the battalions com­
pro~'sed all artillery 9 close air support l!lieeions and helicopter missions 
into an extremely Email area. On occasion fire missions and air strikes . 
oalled by ad,jacG1:lt oatta1i[")!ls "T~:t'~ interfering with-ons"another.-·"TEIs at 
times resul tedlff a.ici:la15iIi~cy"~;o'·-;:::'cnlz;e-ava:lr-a:oii'-supportrng arms"'lii the 
most timeJ~r, effective manner. Dl:e to the c?_~stion.in the o:ee~t}-JYt...!.~2~.1 
delays of "..lp to thi:r-ty minutes were experienoea when artIllery missions 
wero req'1ested. 

15. ~.gx;O~~TPh!'~.QJI~. That a looal study be initiated to determine the 
method::: 0:: Lr.prc'Ting the means and methods or ooordinating and oontro1ling 
supporting arms with particular emphasis on situations in whioh many un! ts 
havIng narrow front~~~_~c:~~~..9i~~l.~ i~ o!~we lroxim!~1i t~_!~~.;>_-t:I;,!:. 
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On 20 July 1966, "I" C()m~an.1,.}d_Ba.!~a.l:i2~' ~ (-HRein) 
was part of the Battalion p~rimeter'Bet-;hng In"l'rOm ooordinates YD 057656 
to ooordinates YD 0;-,[.[.5£::, At 0800 on the morni!\g' of the 20th, the Batt­
alion S.'3 ; ... ",u.ed an order to "I" Company to prepare and send out a platoon 
ej • .d ~atrol with an artillery FO team, F~, ~d an 81mm mortar attaohment 
assigned to the patrol. 

At 0845H the 2d Platoon of "I" Compa~ was ohosen to be the pl.e.toon 
going on patrol and Staff Sergeant Moses L. WILLIAMS Jr. the platoon 
oommander was given the patrol order and visuallY shawn the route of his 
patrol from a vantage point in the Battalion perimeter. Staff Sergeant 
WILLIAMS patrol was to start at 12000 and return by 1600H. The patrol's 
mission was search and olear an area that was being oonsidered for a Batt­
alion landing zone for the following day. His patrol was to pay special 
attention to any trails or avenues ot approaoh into the landing zone and 
al~~ search out the high ground around the proposed landing zone. The 
oheck points for Staff Sergeant WILlJ1~ls patrol were at the folcrowing 
ooordinates. Cheok Point 1 YD 059657, Check Point 2 YD 069660, heck 
Point 3 068665, Cheok Point 4 058664. The b'd,efing for Staff Sergeant 
WILLIAMS was over by 0915H and he was given the rest of the morning to 
prepare his platoon for their patrol. At 1100H the oommunications gear 
for the patrol was checked. Staff Sergeant WILLIAMS was oarr,ying a PRC·10 
which was on the Battalion tao frequenoy. He also had. an artillery ro 
team with a radio and a FAC team with a radio. 

At 1200H on the 20th Staff Sargeant WILLIAM's patrol departed the 
Initial Point. He was moving in a column formation with a point squad 
out about 75 meters and was using flank security as he left the command 
post area. 

Visual conta.ct with the patrol was lost a.fter they had gone about 
200 meters and was not regained again until the patrol reached check poiIt 
*4. Radio contact was made with the patrol on the rest of the route and 
they reported in at check pOints #1, #2, #3 ani #4, eaoh time reporting 
no contact. 

At approximately 1530H the patrol was checking in at check point #4 
and at the same time that they were cheoking in an unidentified man was 
seen moving at ooordinates YD 053656 by members of the 3d Platoon of "I" 
COI!lpMY and mem'bers of H&S Oompany. The man was not fired upon beoause 
of the fear that he might be a friendly straggler. 

Because ttl ~"'vUa patrol was in the area or heading in the direotion 
ot where the r.'lB.!.".l'; seen the Battalion Comander ohanged the route of 
the patrol and a::;b.;~ that they attempt to intercept the unidentified man. 

The patrol departed check point #4 and headed on an azmuth of 175 
degrees from chock point #4 in a direotion to intercept the man that was 
sighted from the Battalion position. After the,y had gone about 200 meters 
the point squad was taken under heavy automatic weapons fire from their 
fiank and front. The lead squad was at ooordinates 056658 and had just 
began to cross the stream at that point when the.Y began receiving fire 
from the ambush si te • Thi s squad reoei ved one KIA and three WIA' e 
the initial burst of fire from the ambuSh eite. 
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The point squad led by Sergeant JAMES and the rest ot the platoon 

led by Statf Sergeant lNILLI.hl'iS immediately deployed and began returning 

tire to their front and right flank and fired into the stream bed from 

which they had come back out of. 

At this time the patrol lost communications with its PBC-10 and co~ 

nunications with the Batta.lion had to be maintained over the FJ.C Ie PRO-25 

bY' chhngi~ tho frsquonoy back and forth 8.8 ,naedBda • 

This fire continued for about thirty minutes and during this time 

there was a great amount of confusion beoause of the inability to comm­

unicate with the patrol and the inability to contact helicopters which 

wore hovering above the Battalions positions and close to the ambush 

site. Neither artillery support, 81mm or air support could be called in 

because of the helicopters in tho area. 

When the helicopters were finally removed from the area an A.a. air­

cr~rt-came in and marked a target which was later reported b,y the platoon 

commander Staff Sergeant WILLIAMS as at least 10a meters in front of his 

lines and right on the enemy positions. The A.D. aircraft was followed 

by a fixed wing jet aircraft whioh dropped two 2?0:{>?~d.~_~~~~t. b,oth of 

which fell short and landed on the 2d Platoons "positions caus~ng 3 'KIA's 
and 8 WU's. ',.-- ,. " ... ,". ..-." .. -.---.-.. '--, .. 

At this time Staff Sergeant lNILLIAMS requested med-evac and addit­

ional troop support from the company. Originally "G" Company had been 

designated as the relief company i~vO~ee the patrol ran into trouble but 

a platoon from "I" Company had also been alerted when the patrol Was 

tirst' ambushed and also a platoon from lIL" Company was standing by boo .. 

ause they had just gotten back from an ambush site whioh ha.d been at 

ooordinates 054654. The Battalion Commander told me to take out the pIa­

oon from India and Lima Company's platoon. 

We moved out from the Battalion Command Post at 1615 and beoauso 

there was no firing going on from the e~~ positions or from our own 

friendly positions I had Lima's platoon sweep down toward our friendly 

positions and through coordinates YD 059657 where I telt the ene~ pos­

i tiona were. I then took the first platoon of "I" Company down a trail 

which led into the loft flank of Staff Sergeant WILLIAMS platoon's depl­

oyed positions, Just as we reached Staff Sergeant WILLIAMS posi~ions 

two med-evac holicopters were loading casualties on his left flank. As 

our relief pi;t; von approaohed the helicopters two mortar rounds landed 

rfsht next t (, /~e helicopters fl'~cing them off the ground and wounding 

three more mc::-!.",) were close byt" More oortar ftre aTl.~ auto ~ f1re 

came into the 2d Platoon and 1 at Platoon which was nuw deploying on 

Staff Sergeant WILLIAM's right, flank and also getting many of the cas­

ualties to a safer position. This new outburst ot mortar tire and auto­

matic weapons fire caused three more KIA IS and 18 more WIA t a over a time 

span of about two ane}. a hc3.lf ho1lt's. . 
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After deploying the two platoons on line and getting fire put on 

the enemy positions, of which many could be observed including at least 
two mortar sites. I attempted to call in artiller,y fire support or air 
support after attempting to olear Lima Company's platoon from the araa 
that they were in. Lima's platoon had lost contact with some of its e1e­
oonts in the general area of coordinates 059657 which was the same area 
from which we oould observe mortar rounds leaving the tubes. 

Because we could not directly talk to Lima t s ple. toon and they were 
having trouble regaining their control 1n very rough terrain we had to 
wait en hour and a half before Lima's platoon finally broke through to 
our posi tiona, coming in our left flank approximately the same plaoe I 
had lead the first platoon of "I" Company into. I had plaoei Lima's 
platoon on line with the first platoon of India Company and put the now 
\L~derstrength patrol of 2d Platoon in reserve with a mission of carrying 
wounded and dead and also covering our flank from whioh we had taken 
£l~~~ing fire earlier. 

Rather than risk the time to call in supporting fire now that the 
area was olear of Lima's platoon and get caught out in this area during 
the hours of darkness I called the Battalion Commander and requested 
permission to iwmediately assault the ene~ pOSitions with two platoon's 
on line and askod for supporting fire from UH-1E gun~tps on our right 
flanks at coordinates 053656 and the rest of that ground area while we 
carried out our assault. I received the go ahead from the Battalion 
Oommander 80 we commenced our assault with two platoon's abreast con­
sisting of the platoon from Lima on the left flank and rrq first platoon 
on the right flank. The second platoon Was carrying casualties towards 
our left nank in trace of Lima's platoon. 

We received minor resistance in the assault, reoeiving three more 
WIA.' 15 and counting at least 15 enemy KIA's and capturil'lg several weapons 
as we moved through. After reaching the area of coordinates 059657 I 
left the assault line which continued on the Battalion position and want 
up to the trail that We had used to get the relief oolumn to 2d Platoon 
and met Gulf Company's Commander and company who had been sent out to 
help carr.y casualties and sweep the area for ~ lost gear or weapons 
and any more enero,y that might still be in the area. The time was now 
about 2000H. By 2045H we had the 1 st and 2d Platoon's of India Company 
back with all their gear and casualties and also the platoon of Lima. 
company return"d to Lima's lines. The rest of the night we spent in 
getting the:. Li·.~:; reestablished and taking care of the KIA' 8 and \l{ll' B. 

For the ~s a;,:.~:--:';. J..ndia.jloll1p~ had 7 KIA t Band 33 WIA' 8. .j 5-.en.QmY 
KI1I.' s were foun~;-,'~ an estimated 20 to 30 more whioh had been spotted 
and !'ired upon by E1.ley's in the area of coordinates 053565 were probably 
killed. 

This concluded the aotion for 20 July 1966 • 

.. 
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COJ"lpany Kte 1n1~181 assault ln the lAnfl1.ng zone at 

coorrllnetes 039649 ..... u.s I'1.al'ken by sporadio eneMY sMall 
arMa firo. ~~C second platoon under L1eutenant D. A. 
RICHWINE which 'I.'las lande(j first, ll"1J'le"'1ately set up a 
periMeter defense ana minutes later, when the 1st platoon 
lander; they kille'; one NVA 1n the lanci ing zone. After the 
1st platoon an~ the cOM~an1 group lencied, the 3d platoon 
dropper! e.pproxiMAtely two hW'lt'lred Meters to the West at 
coord1n9tes 035048. At approxlM9tely 1000H·the COMpany 
we s preparo'l to f"Iove from the land lng zone to its block­
inv posit ir'Jn at coor(Unates 038631. The Mute to our ob~ 
jActlve was a trail alan@' a streElI'l running North to South. 

Wt'tl'3 enrnute, nUl'1.erous freshly dug fightlng holes were 
00C'_l"lTor'l. Five hundre,j f'loters out of the land tng zone the 
If-;; j)lp,toon recei,red sniper fire froM 2 NVA who were 
sn'l::8·C'quEmtly killed. The col~n then pushed forward ana 
wh,':o -:;110 po1nt squsd of 2d platoon was 100 meters short 
of tho htll at 036641, Lt. RICHWINE went forward to cheok 
ou.t the h1l1. He oeployed his lead squad atop the hill 
in a 3600 perimeter.. A searoh of the hill revealed an 
a~~unition an~ ~ed1CA1 c~che. A NVA was found guarding 
the nache an" w:? skillen. S~ortl,. -thereafter. another 
squad obBerve~ 8 - 10 enemy fleeing the area to the South­
west. The 2d platoon atteT'1pted to go after theM but 
c0uldv.ot nep.ot1ate a stresl"'l 200 Metera to the South. 
When two additinnal atteMpts to cross the river fal1ed, 
the platonn anr1 the rest of the CQMpany pulled back to 
the top of the h1ll at or'Jorninates 036641. At 1100H, the 
2ft platoon was sent on a pa.trol to find a spot Where the 
river c~uld be crossed.· After ~nv1ng out in colUMn and 
rlo"ling about 150 meters, voices were heard on their left 
flank anfi an immediate ambush was set up. The enemy 
Moved into the killing zone and sustained 10 NVA KIA. 
The second platoon sustaine-, 2 Friendly WIA. At the sarno 
time 10 more INJoL were obseY'verl moving into the thick 
brush to the platoon's left. A sqUAd was sent to in­
vestigate, got oaught in 8 oross fire and 2 Frlendly 
KIA resul tei. The bodies could not be retrieved at the 
time bf:cause of the heavy fire 8.nd the platoon returneft to 
the t0P of tho hill. I irnl'le'Uately called in Artillery 
r-l.nn the HDSY f!un8h1pa to hit the area. At 1430H, I sent 
the 2(1 pl 'J.tr-.0.'.L b?ck to retrieve the bodies. The platoon 
was aga.in takol!. under fire resulting in Another friendly 
KIA. an" 2' W:U\" Four enemy were Ellso ki11efi in the pro­
oess. The bO'UOD i'lSre recl)verefi anf'! returned to the htll. 

PerMission we.s requeE'ted from 3/lf oommand post to 
remain at cor\rdinates O)661·J.l for the ntght. We c')ntlnued 
tl') s,··arch thc area anit when the seconr1 platoon returned 
et l830H we be~.en prepnring flefensive positions. An ob-
lrmr. (lofensive periMeter was esteblle.hed with three Pl~. . 
toons. The North-Snuth flanks were separated by 150 ~-
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miters. while the E~et-West flanks were separe.ted by only 

30 mete~B. At 20)OH the perimeter starten t~ reoeive spor­

adic fire on all fl~nks which quickly increased. I would 

esttrnate that a m~.nimum 0f two Wit. platoons attempten to 

take tho hill. During the ensuing two s.nd one half hour 

fire fiFht, mostly with automatio weapons ann grenades. 

the eneI!lY suffered excess1"1r e oasualties while friendly 

cAsualties re~a1ne~ light. After the fire fight dragglng 

of bodles WD.S heard from 2400H to 0400H. A searoh fo the 

area at first llr,ht revealen twenty-five NVA bo~ies plus 

numer0UB automatic weapons, two .30 caltber machine guns 

an"! approximAtoly fifty gren~""es in addltion to packs, 

clothing ann '~()CUMent 8. hll gea.r was tagp,er'i f'lnd storeCi 

Rt our landtnr zone for subsequent pick up. A prlsoner was 

also taken that day. 

16 July 1966 

After the aeeroh of the area at first light on the 

morntnF of the 16th, at a.bout 0830H the 1st platoon was 

sent to aga.in check the r1ver to') the South r.,r a possible 

croBsing site. The platoon moved South down' a tra1l in 

co1uJ"'Ill, to the rt"er. The area was searched, however, 

no sui ta.ble loct'l.t l!)n . was foimd. The area searched 

containen numernus flrhttng holes. well preparei1, ann 
obviously cnpp.ble of cover1n~ each other by fire. On 
the opposite side of the ri~rer the platoon also noted mat 
appaareii to be se,rera.l well emplaced bunkers. J. 5 rocket 

fire 1!o1FlS plece~ on these btmkerso On their return to the 

cOT'lr."lcm1 post, enemy 'Votces were hee.rd end an immediate am .... 

bush was set up, but no contact WAS ma.de. Artillery and 

e1r strikes were callelt on the enemy pOSitions in an effort 

to neutra.ltze them. The plato')n returneii t~ the command 

post at llJ.OH _ The rest of tho 4a.y was spent tl'1prov1.ng de­

fensive positions- Late in the aftern')on our dead ann 

~1Ounded frOM tho prev10us night were' eVRcua'!!·et!. At 19JOH 

a NVA unit estima.te(1 in excess of a company hit the perl­

meter on all flanks. but partlcularlly on' the lett where 

Lt. RICHWINE's platoon was set up. Agatn, it was automati0 

fire. grenades and occasionally- a mortar round.' The fire 

fight lasted for Ji hours durin~ whioh'Lt. RICHWINE's 
platoon repulserl three suictne attacks. one'r.'f them 'oomm1,ng 

within 5 meters of his position. It was also during this 

aottf)n tha.t BrnMuniti'm beoame a ortt1oe.l reotor. After 

two ,h0urs f)f continuous fightinF" the entire company was 

ehol)t on bandolier a.Mmun1til')n an'" erenades. We had several 

oases of maohine gun linked aMmunition stored near the 

lanni~ zone 150 meters away. which was just en~ugh to 

get us through the night. Artillery fire and a fle.~e ship 

wh10h staye.9 wi th us all night wore instrumental ln stop­

ping the enemy. Several onsua.lt1es were sustained by 

Company K this night along with an engineor being killed. 

Appro'xtmotely thirty to fort:r.. tflore minor wounns were also 

sustatned but none required evacuation. Most of these 
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• t • • -:;- wountla weN the result of grenades be~ thl'on baok and 
: ,.~ forth trofll t1tstenoes as 010s6 t!lS 10 met~rs. 
r . 

: ,) This n1~ht w~s repett.tlOus of the night before in thtAt 
~'l we could he8!' bo,11es being r1ragf,od PMay through the junglo 
l 

C',; for 4 h"lt'trs after the shooting stopped. A thorough search 
( , at ftrst light revea.lerl 79 enemy dead bY' body count and 

another fifty' t'J seventy-five probable kills. Approxi!1Bte-
J ly 15 weapons, both automatic and machine guns were fO'~mr1 J 

Gj ?..long \'J1 th packs, clothing onC! More r'!ocuments. One prison­
,-,_-ter was taken ant'! him £llong with 'Jur wounnert were evacuated 

late th8,t efterno')n. 

On the 17th of July no further attempts were mane to 
(let [:0 0ur original blocking: p0sit10U, as we receiven wor1 
to .l'NIP',in ~A1here we l-tero. Wel1rl hl')uwver, call in air and 
ortL.lcl"Y strikes on positir)lls 800 neters tG the South. 
Thr;· X'Gut of the flay was uneventful 98 far' as enemy contaot. 
r>u.!'lng tho ,'h1Y I requested reinforcor.:ents, because of the 
poss'J.bl11ty of a ,i'ull scale attack that night. Two pla­
to~)n.s of IJi!ll3 C0J11))8,1'1.Y 8j'1'1 'irer'! a.nf'! manned pas 1. tir:ms on our 
pet'~.,!leter. .b.t 22,30H thE:: first oontacts were made with 
BIX>ral'\.ic firtng en(l pr'8bes all nroun(] the perimeter. How­
ever no major Cltt3ck ~18fl \j]0t:.nt;efl" it. search of the area at 
first 11pht reve~.le(l J 8"c").e>r:y i1end with another 5 proba.ble. 
One enG!:('), rifle T';'8S capt 1).:"(jrl t:1,qJci mornin.g. No friendly 
casuaJ.t ie s '''ere su::rt:Fl1ncc1 e 

A$_~~31Y_l_9<?§ 

The morning of tho 18th 0f ~11y, we were ordere1 back 
t'1 the batt::!.l i0n c0m~8nr'l post" vIe moved 0ut a.t 0900H with 
the thir.d pI8:t;ol')n leu.r'1ing, f011owo<'1 by the command. group, 
the f irflt nlntocm, 8n'1 thG SGo'1,,1'9 plat00n bring inp, up the 
rem". The S( ocm·l p18tor;u "1[16 £11so 8 is 61&:,no.'1 to rtestroy ~"1..Y 
bun'lings or oqu1pment that NAro left at the timo. We 
l'GE!chc'l th·] bnttRli .... n C0T'1TTl8nri P0St at approximately 0930H 
8n'1 set. uy> in a perimeter :'.ietense around. the land 1ug zone & 

At IGGCH I waR given tho rni8S1011 of providing rear security 
fo~~ tho b~)tta11(1l1 ~Ijhen 1~fe n)'/er'l. out at 1400H. The second 
p18tc'on ;oWE) l.i:·fliCJ10:l th(~ mlssion of further provi rl1nr: flank 
St;curity ;>Jj '. ;'1:-) bCittall"n cnpUIlr:mrl r:r'Jup J anQ the first 
p1ntoon ·w.-,s 8.~?::i.[';ned re8r }JCJ~,nt sacurity ani' securit;" for 
a SqU8Q of onci~teers \'J"ho 'tA.'Gr'e to r1Gst!,Oj~ three dowfJ.ed hp,li­
cOT,ters left in J,~ho lanCl'Lnr- Z0r~i3G At abOlX'; lL~30H, when 
the rni·1rlle clf the c0r.l!Xm;7 coluMn ~ms thr(" .. \~h the 18nd1n~ 
z-:-mB t appr0ximateJ.y 1,000 NVA opene·-l up on SSgt MCGI~T'J:'Y B 
f~.r8t ple"'coon with 8utCfJ1atto -"rE1Rp"llS fire, s[I}Elll H7'l'1S 1 and. 
l"lorta.rs. .':Srt rijCGIN:l'~'·i s p1fr!;c:ol: "t<TSS p~.nne1 down in t}'I,e land.­
tng Z0nG beCi?US8 of f11'c eOj''1~TIF:' .from all' e.irect1ons and, 
tW0 of the sq'tnas bec?Pie sepe,rtec1. The third platoon W8S 
£lIs':) pL1:1.'30 11('Ytm rm,1 beca.me sepa.rated from the first. The 
o':-Jmp8ny h'3adquar~~er element was further pinned nown and 
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• • oaUldn1 t Mcve because of heavy fire coming from the north 
an'! the a.reE'l ~r()un'-l the hmr'l tng zone up into the stream bed. 

Shortly after the ntteck Ata.rtec1, two of SSgt 1'1CGINTY's 

aqua/Is starte" "C0 take heel;;! casualties which o')uldn't be 

mover'! becaus e of the he8iry firso 

About 1.500H, air strikes a.nn flrti11ery were ':oalled in 

on the surro')unr'i inr 8rea em,;, the enemJ' was pnunde1 for sev­

eral h'!urs. When the pressure on the first platorm did not 

ee.se, 2/Lt MCCART~6 third platoon managed to manuevar into 

pos1 t1.0n anr) g1 ve SSp,t 1-1CGINTY some cover1.1iJ.g fire, but 1t 

wesn t t en0ueh tl) get the a e8(1. an~ woundeo Qut. At appro x­

im:ltely 1.530) I called the :b?tta11bn and r$questw'l. reil1-

f0roemonts to relieve the p"'essurFJcm the :company- Major 

HENRY hrourht Company L to cu.r po e ::t1on at.~,:.approx1rnately 1700. 

CC'lJr:Unnt1'"'n between Companys K an·:'! L wae Otnit1atect anfl 

C(lmpany L procee'-led e.b0ut four hun rlrer'l met.(3!'s in the "iraotion 

of the lanr11ng zone to help my first and thi!'~ platorms. 

Once in pos1M.')n, fire 6upcr1or1tyWo'?s gainod, the pressure 

"laS re0u;)ec1 Elnr; the fi ret p12toon N!.'l~h the: help of COMpany 

L WDr:; Slblo to eV8cnclte the wrounfleo r VTs d 1;'d not have enrmgh 

men to c e.rry the d (·'Et f1 fmcl ltTo'\)n;'~ed 8nr; prov1cle security J SO 

en Bflrl.1t1'-mnl t,\'O pJ[:,t()()ns of India. Compa.ny were requested 

to prov~JIG the sGcu:"1tYr. After the w 0uno.e·~ r:.nrt dead were 

br0ught sbc)ut five hunirf;11 mnte;:'s up the stream bed, the 

w:)un1e"1 W:1'"'O t!"ee.ted em 4. J:71.fl ,~':'.r:' TlTolm.-ls were separated from 

I!! inor, Wo forme rl 0. colvT'u cf ~'~E1lking wounded J woundeil to 

be carrie4 J securt".;y, I'OTI r; them proceede.:\ another five hun­

draft meters upstro[,l'il to ,j~·:l.G h'31J.c0.ptGr zone where the wound­

ed were eVAcuDted thst night .. 

This o')nolunor1 the actl,·n for 18 July. 
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llEAIJ(~LJ AR'~'liliS ~ 
Jiai ialion Landing Tealn 3/5 

9th harine Amphibious Brigade, l"hi 
FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

3/EJB/jec 
3121 
1 Augus t 1966 \': I .,., ~, l) 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, Special Landing Force (Commander Task Group 
~ 

T." r tI. 
Subj: Combat After Action Report for Operation DECKHOUSE II and 

Operation BJiSTINGS 

Ref: (a) Commander Task Group 79.5 Operation Order 328-66 
(b) nattalion Landing Team 3/5 Operation Order 3£18-66 (Operation 

DECKljOUSE I) 

..... 

(c) Battalion Landing Team 3/5 Frag Order #1 (Operation DECKHOUSE II) 
Cd) Maps: Nv~ Series L701 - 6342 I (1:50,Oco) 

AI'iS Series L701 - 63L~2 II (1:50,000) 

Encl: (1) 

(2 ) 

AlB Series L 701 - 6442 I (1 :50,000) 
MJ2 Series L701 - 6442 III (1:50,000) 
ABS Series L701 - 6442 IV (1:50,000) 

Report of Operation DECKHOUSE II 
Tab (a) Overlay of AOA, Operation DEC1HOUSE II 
Report of Operation H~TINGS 
Tab (a) Operations Overlay of Operatiun HASTINGS 
Tab (b) Operations Overlay of Operation HAGTINGS 

(Part 1) 
(Part 2) 

1. This report is submitted in accordance with instructions contained in 
reference (a). 

2. Operation DECKHOUSE 11 was an amphibious operation which utilized sur­
face borne and helicopter borne assault forces. Operation HASTINGS em­
ployed the Special Landing Force by assigning the Battalion Landing Team 
the mission of search and destroy in a designated TAOR; the Special Land­
ing Force was placed under the operational control of Task ~'orce Delta. --_ .. _ ... _-_ .. _----.., 

3. D-day for Operation DECKHOUSE II was 16 July 1966. At ~0800H Opera­
tion DECKHOU3E II terminated when operational control of the Special Land­
ing Force was chopped from Commander Task Group 76.5 (C~mr{I~ncl~_r Amphibious 
Task Force) to the LLr I'larine Amphibious ·'Forcti-rraskEorce Delta). Opera­
tion HASTINGS conunenced at 1808cOlI and terminated at 30I5i5H when opera­
tional control of the Special Landing Force reverted to Commander Task Group 
'/6.5. 

4. The target area for Operation DECKHOUSE II was the northeastern third 
of Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Provlnce-:.-a region of nat, poor"ly arained 
land with sand dunes sLr~Lching 3000 to 3500 meters from the beach. The 
target area for Operation HASTINGS waS the Cam Lo area of the sam~ province-­
an area of uncultivated, hewily vegetated, rolling_~~~.!!pd s~~-l thick-
ly vegetated mountains. - .. ~ .. --- - ! 
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5. Battalion Landing Team 3/5 Command Post initially 'Has idc·ate~ •• · 
uss PRI1'{Q~ON (LPH-5). At H+5 on D-day, the COtlunand Post 'Has est d 
ashore- at yO 307721 in the vicinity of Landing Force Objective ALPHA. On 
D+2~ the Command PO.3t dJJml'§'_Qe!Lt:LIlL~~.£.or_]'pJ!r~i9..!!.Ji~j.]GS. On 
D+ll it displaced to XD 979585. The Command Post was located at this 
Iocauon for the remairuIerof the operation. 

6. Administrative Nat.ters 

a. Resupplx 

(1) Operation DECKHUUSE II. Unit resupply was accomplished entirely 
by helicopter. In order to faCilItate resupply, unit~ submitted requests 
during the evening for the following dayls resupply. This allowed the Log­
istic Support Unit the opportunity to pull and stage the supplies during 
the evening and early morning hours. Reaction to a unit's annonncement 
that it 'Has prepared to receive resupply at a specific landing site 'HaS 
accomplished promptly; the time-consuming job of pulling and staging sup­
plies had already been accomplished. 

(2) Operation HASTINGS 

(a) Unit resuPIly during Operation HASTINGS was initially 
seriously deficient. PhaSing in the Battalion Landing Team into the op­
eration overbu.raened the unit resupply function of the Landing Support Area, 
This temporary deficiency was overcome by providing a logistics team from 

• 

the Battalion Landing Team at the I ';'r::S;Jl(~ ~3U",<:0:>""J .~.r"·. 'fh5c; tepm, c·,n· 
sisti.ng of the Battalior Landing Team Supply Ui'1"icer or ~upply Gh:Le:t', med­
ical representatives, communication technicians and selected supply per­
sonnel, greatly relieved the Logistic Support Area by processing Battalion 
Landing Team requirementso This arl'angement ensured that Battalion Landing 
'rerun resupply requests received prompt. and careful a:ttention and provided 
adequate personnel to process casualties and to recover weapons and equipment. 

(b) Gomr~unication8 between the LogistiC Support Area and the 
Battalion Landing Team 8-4 was accomplished over the Battalion Landing Team 
Administrative Net. Traffic on the Task Force Delta Logistics Support Net, 
which was !tv, iiz:;(l t\'/ 0'L1 I),:' L:i:')n3 in "i~bl~')i. ',. ·.:ig l't1'iUllpJ,j' request.s, Wt'S 
gc:1eJ' 1 ~~r ~'~~' \r-y r.r'd ~~~le ;~"" .i) 1·.'1 '1':'Y cf 'ji·JJ~J.F~rnd'3rr, ?2~,i.,9'" "'.:}l! 1.Fr1clirig TeArn 
C()lllf,U Yllcr<l :n::; 1...c'Lp} ." ·:i. j :, ,,' -, 'J ," " ;··I·,),~J ',";..-:' b';;l(!;:~c:j.!l. 

b. Casualty Re,e0rting. Reporting by the units during Operation HASTINGS 
was in most. cases excellent; however, there 'Here several errors in encoding. 
In some cases thisoaused lengthy delays in obtaining acourate information 
and delayed reporting to higher headquarters. It is. recommended that a coded 
casuAlty reporting format utilizing code words should be standardized and 
adopted for use on operations. 
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c. Evc:.cu ~tiOJl. C::i.c,ualt'.' eVaCti3tion Has a;:~ol1lplistled utilizing the 
fctciJitie;-orCO:;;-~Ll'y l), :i",:'·l.edical llatta1i0.'1, at Dong lIa. Juring the 
first t\Jo day,;; 0.1. O~·J':::l'dtic:". I1A;;,TJX~, the Bat, ~dlicn Landing Team 3-1 did 
not lI.aLntain 3 Ii:..' s ~m S'3C t,i on at this faoili ty J resulting in confusion 
when casualties '.'ero3 evacuated. Further, the dest,ination of oasualties 
leaving Dong Ha was not known. On the 20th of .July the :Gat tali on Landing 
Te~j J·-l sent a ~'::·!:,-'"·i::1-L,-,L.ve to IJJUo;; ltd to ac'siEt in accounting for our 
casualties. This :;yat,")m proved to be effective and resulted in accurate 
casualty reportin:.;. 

(1) !tadic 

(a) G::!lJeral. I'll radio coml',un.Lcations on Operation DEOKHuliSE II 
and Ope'ration HAS':l1J_':::;~S-'Jere i.mproveu imrl.ea5ureabl;y by the acquisitio!l of 
the AU/PRC-25 i'an:J..ly of radios. Not only were positive comrr.unications with 
organic units and hi.r:;her headquarters maintaine..i throughout, but the greater 
c3paLiJities ai' tIn ... > radio enabled the Batt.alion Landing Team COlllIuander to 
maneuver his companies Jt distances previously impossible, 

(b) R~lc1ic Distribution. The BCjttaUon Landinr, 'fean. T.)03S issued 
a total 0;( ['evenT:J':'i~)Ltr:-·AN1I-H~( of which ~even are the radio com-ponets 
to the AN/GHC-12S I ,; +,hat \J8rc j.8sued). L')wevcl:', Bince t;,e attached units 
and Special Landing l"orce had not received the AN/liRe-25's, it was neces­
sary for the Battu1~Dn Lanuing Team to J.1rovide 'Chem with sets. Distribu­
tion was rr.ade as 1'0110\OJ5: 

Rifle Com, anies (8 each) 
BJJf.il Nor-tar Platoon 
Dattctlion Landing Team COmJiland Post 
Bat.talion Landing Team COllU'fldnc.er 
Sreoh.l Landing Force 
T:;v:,tir.al Air Control Party/ 
FortJe"rrd Air Control Teams 
Artillery tiaison Officer/ 
Fo:cwmd Obsenrers 
lO,Snurl HOUoJi.tzer Battery 
107mr:l Hortar Battery 
Nayal Gun Fire Liaison Officer/ 
Spot 'reams 
Reconn 3sance Teams 
Shere Party Team 

32 
10 

9 
1 
3 

3 

5 
2 
2 

Since three radios ,Iere deadlined for repair early in the operation, the 
Battalion Landing Tealri Command Post was left with only six radios and was 
forced to secure t~JO of their £'ive nets (Tactioal Logistics Net and Adm1n­
istrative Net) temporarily in order to displace. 
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(,':) :ll.:.L~Jl:.,.~:.:::.:.:.~~~ 8n~ :Jllj'ply. 'i'he only IT,aintenance and supply 
problerr, enC'lj;;:n:'t'~:r·,':l'.l o;::'.tt the AN7r'.W>2) radio ',LS that no spare parts were 
issue d with "t.ll:; ::l~~t'~. Although excellent turn-around service was provid­
ed at the Lo~>ift.:!0;' ;;:':L};port l"1'ea during Operatioil HASTIiLS, it is most 
desireable whon a~::))Ylponent part, gu~h as a handset or an antenna base, is 
lost or broken during an operation that an immediate replacement be avail .. 
ab)e. T:Je BA-JB6 baLt£!ries performed Ir.ost satisfactorily, offering as 
much as thi.rty-six to 1'0rty-eight hours of service. 

(d) Ugho llets 

1 Exterll.al 

3. Oneration D.l:.CKHOUSE 11. Radio nets to higher head­
qu&rters on Operativn lJECKHOUSE II vlere an F'lvl tactical net and a HF tactical 
net. Communicat.ivs on these nets was sporadic due to the constantly shift­
ing p05i ti on of the ship and due to the fact that the fhip' s radio equipment 
was not working propel"ly. HOileve:r, "Illen the }ill net ~~as switched from the 
ship I s radio to the bac:k,-uJ! AN/PRC,-25 provided to Special Lan.ding Force by 
the Battalion Landing Team» a marked improvement was lloted. Traffic over 
these nets waS moderate durine the day, but after 2000 hours traffic over 
the HF net "las r<~(kced to hourly radio checks. 

b O~erati;m HASTINGS. Hadio communications from :eattalion 
LandinG Team 3/5 to""'rra,s Force Dul ta on Operation HASTINGS was superior to 
that experienced 'lflith Spt)cial l,anding ,£t'orce on Operation DECKHOUSE II. 'rhis 
is probably due tc' th6 far:~t that T8sk Force Delta was a fixed land station. 
Radio nets from Battalion Landing Team 3/5 to Task Force Delta conSisted of 
an }<"1>1 Tactical Net and an ]1"1 Comma.nd Net. An HF Command Net existed for 
back-·up pnrpose~i, b\,1.t this was never 'Used by Battalion Landing Team 3/5 
since 1<'.l'1 comrmmieat.ions \-135 outst.andi.ng at all times. 

2 Internal 

{;, Comll.unicat.iofls from the Battalion Landing Team dow 
to its subordinate unit.s was excellent on both Operation DECKHOUSE II and 
Operation HAS'l'lNGS, Only \'Jhen the companies were on the move and paSSing 
under heavy canopy (lid COIriIflunl.:.ations become marginal. However, at all 
times one cOrHpanyw8u in a posit.ion to relay traffic to another. 

b The £.~ctivatioll of an FH Battalion Landing Team Adnrl,n­
i.strative N~~t to handle resuPlJly requestsi/ medical evacuations, lengthy 
situation reports!, logi.stical 'and~ag ione control and all other administra­
tive traffic proved very satisfactory. OVerburdening the Battalion Landing 
Team Tacti.cal Net. 'with routine and logistical traffic was aVOided and urgent 
tactical traffic was not, delayed. It is strongly recommended that a Battal.­
ion Landjng TeaTTI AdminiHtrative Net be activated in all future Special Land­
ing Force opel'aticnE' • 
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(e) l"requcncies and (,Jall Sivns. Frequency designators of a 
nun.tel' l' U: ... fre(,lC.:meies C1ss1gned to t~e Battalion 1:naing Team for use 
on Or el', tiun .lJt.GKI1CL.i!.: n ItJere ch:mged by the Special LanC:ing ,Force prior 
to t be operdtlon., Althuugh this ~1:cS done to sir,li'lify identification d 
JrEqnencies within) the Special Landing Force, coni'ussion arose during Jp­
er3tio,1 lLi.:L' ;JJJS sJ.nce 'h sk ?orce Delta had difi'erent dc:.dr.;nat ors for rr,any 
01' the san,e freqne~lC·jr.::G. Other mj.nor f)roblems arose because a complete 

, lLt oJ: 0;111 S lens Dhd 'fl't:;(~u(;ncics utilizell by Task 1"01'C6 Delta was never 
. ',Ilj·ovideti •. 

'" , . 
(f) Cor\l:en'~fi. A final comment must be made to emphasize the 

outstancUng l'c<su,rn:iiI14 ..tll.e ar~Il);L(;-25 radio. Th~' AN/rRG-25 radio proviJ.-
""·:""'-;:;'1:;~·~"t·, '" "'~"""'i' ,·n,,·, 'f1 "r" ~T"'C "'.c!; ,xe"'c"s'n s p o,...t ,,~ 1.JO; /)1." .. ' '.I l. ",,-,,:U: J.~ng v"~ rl. e \'O,-.: • .t ....... ,.~, ... , .• j,. ... 11 €I, ...... l. g up.., -

--:lng';arr;.s. Ariplcl'Y i'c;l'ward Observers, Forward Air Control 'l'eams and ,Claval 
Gun Fire Spot Tt:::l1712 Faintalned positive cOrlll..unications with the Fire Support 
Coordination C8nter at all timeS. Results certa:Lnly justify aSSigning 

'AN/PRC,,-2S'radi'os to exel'cise theE,e supporting arras. It is also recomr,lended 
thQt ,:dl Hi" netc;be r8placed by FN nets--the range of tLe AN/rnC-2S is equal 
to that of the AN/PRC-L!.7; the weight and buH of the MVPRC-47 makes it 
di1'f:i eli 1t for SUI'lortillg arrrlS teatilS to keep up t-li th the infantry units to 
which ClsGicned j r,:aint,enance and :resurI'l~r rroblen,s inherent in the use of the 
hlB-1.,51' battery are SiGnificant; atmospheric, climatic ("nd terrain condition::: 
in South "hetlJara adv8:;:,:;ly afJect the effectivenesEi of the AN/PRC-47 radio. . ' . 

'(2) Wire Radio Rela. Nothing new was encountered with wire or 
, radio 1"e1,ay on perc:. :lon' CKHOUSE II or Operation HASTINGS. Once again 

a .radio lelay shot \lO.S n.ade from the Battalion Landing Team to the Special 
landing Force on Operation DECKHOUSE Il. Radio relay W:JS effective and af ... 
forded outstandi.ng cOIll,unicoltions. 

(3) 'Recoll!Jflendations 

(a) The Battalion Landing Team aSSigned to the Special Landing 
force should be equi.p~.;ecl ,Ii th a full allowance of AN/PRC-25 radios. 

(b) AN/a{C-t~7 radios are too hewy to carry in the rugGed ter­
rain and intense hoat f'.xperienced in South Vietnam; battery recharging and 
resupply causes, additional complications. The AN/PRC-47 radio should be re­
placed' by' the AN/I'RC-~5 radio if at all possible. 

'(c) Thcll:ough cOlTll',unj.cations coordinatior prior to the comn.ence­
Ilient of corrl\lj.ned bperntions is, essen't.iaI. 

7. Surior't;il)g .1u'n:s 
f 

a; Artillery 

(1) O;P:8ration D?GKH9~~E II. In this operation the 105rrun Howitzers 
were landed by tctJ and thft"107.fl'!mI.!.o~~~rS.!i~r~.1J:l!lded_ bX helicopter. No 
problemf; were encountered. Communications 3J?,d observation were excellent. 
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(2) 0l'eratioll HASTINGS 

Za. 

(a) The l05mm Eowitzers were displaced by helicopter to ner) gun 
positions at the cOInmCnCerhent oi Operation Ii~STINGS. ' 

(h) No raaj or prob1eMl were encountered. At times observation l~aS 
lind ted by terrain and/or vegetation; however" adequate support was possible 
at all times. Cownunications were satisfactory at all times uue Pftmar~ly 
to the use of the AN/PRC-25. 

(c) Reachon timeS were excellent on most l1Ii(:lsions and rcc~Ptabl$ 
on all missions. Fires were quick and,accurate. Clearanc~ of miss o~ re. 
quested outside of the Battalion Landing Team TAOR was granted prornpt~y. 

(d) At times the Conduct of Fire Net tended to becpme overloaded 
due to the passing of administrative traffic. 

b. Naval Gun Fire 

(1) Operation DECKHOUSE II. The support 0;[; the USSOKLAHOM.\ GITY, 
USS LOfi'BERY and USB WHITE RIVER were used Dilly for thll'ee roundiof. i1;Lu~­
ination for COlili'sr,y I due to ne li .ible en~m contact. The use of two spot 
teams and AN/PRC-25 radiOS f r espone pro hi'ghly effective. The· 
AN/PHC..::.47 control net provided borderline oommunic:ltic-ne thro\1ghout. 'Recom"l 
mend i'urtlJer use of the AN/PHC-2$ for the N~val Gun fire nets with small, 
two or three Tilau, spot teams. 

(2) Operatiop HASTlHGS. tic naval gunfire aupngrt was used due t$_ 
range. The Shore Fire~!}~EQI Party was USELq as jir:t.illery rOni~. observers 
forll&S" Company patrols and for manning'art.illery o'bse,rvati~n posts t4thin 
the TAOR. 

c. Air 

(1) DEOKHOUS.!l! 

(a) During Operation DECKHOUSE II only three () helioopter l:'e­
quests were submitted by the 'factical Air Control Party for fJupport. Bat­
talion Landing Team 3/S was directly ~llppo:rted by lftM-363. ~8~t.1.cal Air 
Control Center was subordinate to Comrnander Task Gr~p 76.5. One re-
quest forhelicopterobservc..tion for rfiltreating VC eJ.ements was sul)mltted 
requesting support aD soon as possible. The hel~copter was on station one, 
hour later. .ii'liGht Unle from the LPH-5 to the object.~v~ area walil appr9xi .. 
mately ten minutes. A fifty rr~nute delay in approval and QQmMln~cations is 
indicated. The second request for helicopter observation of ~tillery fires 
for registration tBS approved and the helicopter~ were on st,atlon within 
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t.hirty ulinuteo. .I:'E rCJ.liio COlllll.unication· could not be establiahel.i. between the 
helicopters and the artillery uattery and the missi\..n was not accomplished. 
A t~rd reque~t for aerial observation or artillery fires for registrat10n 
was denied. 

(b) Observations 

1 Shil)board ill' 1'acili ties were poor and communications be­
tween Tactical Air Control Party and Tllctical Air Control Center were diffi­
cult. 

2 Tactical Air Control Center was 8lov.t~ approV8'~ forward 
the first mission. The hour delay from request to on station gave enemy 
elethents time to escape and conceal themselves. 

3 Radio communications were marg1nal. Tactio~ Air Cantrol 
Party ha1 one !N7PRC-2,:radioJ one AN/PRC-41 radio, and one AN/PRC-47 radio. 
Both Forward Air Control Te.ams had one AN/PRC-2S radio and one AN/PRC-4J,. 
radio each. Requests for air support were made by Forward Air Control Teams 
to Tactical Air Control Party on the AN/PRC-2S rad10. Tactical Air Control 
Party relayed the requests to Tactical Air ConvolCenter .. U .on the 
AN/PRC-47 radio. . . 

~ By relaying requests from the Forward Ait Cont~ol Teams, 
the Tactical Air Control Party retained contt'ol oyer requests and the For .. 
ward Air Control Teams gained greater mobility by not carrying the heavy 
and ~beraome AN/PlW-47 radio. , .. 

5 The Tactical Air Control Party local frequency was 42.35 
megacycles. This AN/PRC-2S radio frequency is considered unsatisfactory tor 
uni ts which frequently communicate wi til aircraft. Aircratt FM equipment . . 
tunes only to tenth ot megacycles. 

(c) RecODllllendations. When terrain perm1 1;$ and when unit dispoaS.'; 
tiona are within tEe range capabilities of the AN/PRC-25 radio, Forward Air 
Control Teams should operate with the AN/P.RC-25 radio and the AN/PRC-41 radio 
(for ground to fixed wing air communications) and should not carry the AN/PRC-
47 radio. 

(2) Operation HASTIN~ 
I 

(a) Helicopter support was general17 roocl. Some difficulty was 
experienced in obtaining helicopter support during the initial phase-in per­
iod, but this resolved itself as the operation progressed. 

(b) Fixeti wing support for the most part vas excellent. A tew 
missions were cancelled because cOD\II,unications wit,h ail'crat't, coulci aot, be 
estBbli.ehed. Many of the communications difficultie. resulted from ta1lve 
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to advise the Air Liaison Officer of estimated times on stntj nn and of 
call sir,ns. Lack of coordination "laS also a problem during utiliza1)ion 
of flare ships for nir,ht illum:lnation. Air/ground communication was most 
reliable on Fl·l bands, using 'l'actical Air Control (Airborne) and ground 
AN/PHC-25 radios. r,ontrol of air s trikes was much more effective from 
the air than it was from the ground. 

8. Commander's Analysis. 

a. Operation DECKHOUSE II resulted in no significant contact with the 
enemy and terminated too quickly to allow planned civic action efforts to be 

'- accomplished. Operation HASTINGS introduced Battalion Landing 'ream 3/5 for 
"the first time to jungle combat against well-equipped, well-trained North 

Vietnamese Army units. It was also the first time that Battalion k1nding 
Team 3/5 fought in rugged, densely vegetated, mountainous, jungle terrain. 
The combat environment experienced in Operation HASTINGS was a sharp con­
trast to the Viet Cong and the less rugged terrain that had been encounter­
ed in earlier operations. Lessons learned on previous operations did not 
fully apply to this more difficult environment; tactical decisions and small 

~nit tactics reflected this ~~ct. 

"'" b. Operation HASTINGS was characterized by sharp, violent contact with 
an enemy who fought from prepared, well camouflaged, mutually supporting, 
heavily fortified entrenchments; an enemy who was capable of delivering a 
heavy volume of fire from an excellent inventory of semi-automatic weapons 
am automatic weapons ranging in caliber from 12.7 to 7.62mm; an enemy sup-
ported by 82mm mortars and 57mm recoilless rifles. . - --c. ~der these conditions it was extremely important to make maximum 
use of supporting artillery and air. Prep fires against suspected enemy 
positions and dangerous avenues of movement is practically a tactical nec­
essity. The tactical decision of the Company and Platoon Commander to ag­
ressively press to the attack when in close and violent contact with the 
enemy or to fall back slightly in order to effectively use supportingarms 
is critical. Such encounters develop rapidy and very often the unit com­
mander has no alternative but to overrun an enemy position without the de-
lay inherent in calling for supporting arms. Whenever the situation per­
mitted, however, the delay paid large dividentls in the form of fewer casualties. 

d. The steep slopes that characterized the operating area very often made 
it difficuIt""Torartnlery to dehver effectl.ve lues agal.nst enemy positions 
located in narr01Jl dra1r1!3 or on the slopes of the high ground within the draws. 
Under these conditions air on station, preferably with a. Tactical Air Con­
troller (Airborne) to control the strike, becomes the most desireable form 
of support and, in some instances, the only form of support thr .. t can be 
used by maneuvering units. The dense vegetation often makes it im-
possible for a Forward Air Controller to effectively control an air 
strike and, more important, not every company can be provided with a 
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!~i~a~~x:i\~~~"~~;c~~;~. '.1~h~>l~e:pin;~~~}.~a;1t{:;:Llr Jr; ~1~1f!fi~ 
t~cm: strif,' :dler-t'~;>ttJ,.S;i~{'.ri~~t~s:t~~~~';f~~ ~i;, ~;iW!l ~,'!t~.~ ~~ . 
Ir:..nute d~l~y eJf: ~'I'",umca(' l~. ~:,t.r!,;Jy,,;etl€,:Att ~ ~~ft9o'~" '. 

7 \. ... ... "J' • ~''''':''., _, 1 ; " , '. , :.. 

~. Civie:.~t::'c~ and. 'populil'tion and tG'i.6Il:r'.&ie 6WN#:,io~~4S~t"i J"i11 .th~ 
1'AOR's as£jgne<i tr, Eattalbn Lanc.in;g, 16'~ jl'l ~_.C1'M~~~~~~~11\0$­
were not requ 1 red. .'!L ~,,~. ).~53 . a"tJat,qe;ltf~~ 'JTten:~eCl' b~· Ii e~'V·~l.i·4h! pO;":;' 
ula1.ion. "- . :, '. ..,,' ' 

, 1'. The AN/P!tC-2 tl.,.r,,·:Uois a ,fa!."j,*Sl'ij~·t 9t ~~'b~~J, ,11, Jl~' ',,~$' 
dependable CCf,ll L;r;·c:,t:"',rrs over dIstal'l:e:estIJ.e,;:cf~t. ~I'\~l':;~,me:i'~.IJ, "~ 
physical emr':'romlEmt eJ' terrain: anti vege't!l't"Jcr .. ·"hi&i t.fbtiM he~ 'ffJ,,'il: ~' 
the use oi the AN/?nC-10 radiO B'i 1"OCC r\ie-tel"S',Jo 

g. F'r'ct.lerr are.l~ cnccun:terec. and. :r~o~l\41]t±l";ile r'elm~&f6" Vb~"~ 
a:lrEl3dy been cov~red S'xt;e;,r-l.vel~ e"l<:i~l'Jtte-~&- ~~ thi~ ~~~r:t..~ ,.~'I;,,~~~'1!~ 
<?omlhentD are den_;;Tej to e'[I".:~;df,~t,e c~rtra:a't 18ssonS l.~e.;r n'Ov- a::equately 
~bveted elSe1rlhel'e • 

. (1) LtlU e~1cm:Y.,con.:~l'Gf,-r,t~lc the 3aj;ta~¥_1~~JIDt, if;,tI.s' ~·ii!it1'<i1t!.:­
ly seehng cllr"t"JCIi. I,e :,>J5; ho·wever, ... !:r~ar~'~ ~~ if-it9 
strongly entrenchc;J. ,,::.-sitiOtW in q:en's'~lj .ji!·t~ft:e(r1"$:~~.cir·_ ~ne. 
rugE:cd m~>unt<linoUs t:.rrain ,to:, infl,~~,' ~."Q~~\f~~a~J:,':~f n't.'#,l 
maneuvering ag'.'inot him. Unaei' thes'e' e'qn'~:VfflY; ~. i'(f'. ",~, t· i:itrP~ 
porting arms be libel'nIly \lS~. aga~~~~ ~518p};~~~' ?~.Wt~~~· 9f .... ,~rie 
danger~us aver:ues of ~cverr:eIlt~, ,When!We~.e~~a~.t.: i~,~~.~~~f!f;~'Ijff t~~ ... ',' 'r..

w 

tnt:..atI?o l'el'l:';i.~s> LUi:;.t c~",J';::!1,:,ers. ShOl1+-ttj.C.O~~~~ .lrtt~~~.':. ~'J:~~!fjJ' Sor 
alT strlkes 3.~J~Kt tll'3 .rued enelf,:/ pc,s~,tton8 Ret·tlre ,tT~~ to ove~' t'. 

, (2) Tre n,rijUXCi ni the enem~'(:$J~tl~~,ti~d tllt~:~~a~-lr~~~#¥.t~· of,. iii' 
opel'atinc are:. TnLilJC air on station wl:lth ~. rj.f;Gti~af ~~.6t)\:rerblt (~~)oi1te}.to 
control tr.e re,l": c.es·"l'a1;;Js; 'an'j f:: orile~j.m~s the' ?nl-y P-i:~l:f: ::ifSirp,: .. )'flti1ii~ a'rmd 
1,:'r; ;C-, <l r;.an€I;~re]·.i.lIf: :rr.~ l.ri e,~nta(~t ~1th ttit!l en~tl'/ olii:t!ti' :lS~:~ 

U) '£ (~:fl'ii:~<r ,;f [;nilJu.sji in 'i;l'iie . .sn-ntnrir",'-:11t'· f§ t!Veii;r'~s<iitt:.. 'tHe. 
uS€ ')l. :3tCU~-.i.t;, tv t)':t~ ".{,Gr.t Jnd fl,~nkJ" tlo,,;tiii~rJ,:i~l rid;' ~:jfItij~ !3f'i'ecttve iii 
avoiding wel::.,-rrc[ an('.n:.l veJ.l.:.iexEcut'ed lfii,bttshliS:·" ~iiit~tif't.;), ~~ ikRsh 
must be autorriJil_~C an] 'd::Ol. i'j~ [I<wee 6tl·e'ite;,sivit qiit¢R~ese.tfdB"W!Ur·;·' 

(L) Re~; '~11;1;y- b,' helie op'i,er 1s i1~Qtibt~(.j!.f ffl.jti~t~ili"i?,. dfflJ,' t'iiSfs:affrif:r 

Every effcrt 211C'.!1 < ')0 i,wde to rc(luc€th~. tm~. 6t.rC'~tipi·,1~# ,:i.n.drQ~f t~ 
rnJ.nililize tc,e: atteu,lclLl c~i~,advantagEJ of: JlirirJvl;~Hiig,f;hi:i::f.li,a8ticn· 3ljd; ttftfpOM': 
tion of all i'r:;.end::l.;r uni'~(;i 'being r~~u:pplie'd;·, 
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'~" ..·l.s) ',Jlmhus!JeS; Loth dar' and nightJflr~ one ,ot' ,tlle ~'.f)~t ~U'e~ti'Ve reeDItS 
of infH.::tJ.n!.:';f;-err:onhelCflsualties on the enemy. Ambushes sh,,:.lld be at 1e51st 
500 to lOCO meter.) di~:t5iiti'.l·()II' unit nignt ~etElnsive :;:'ositionR. ' 
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REPORT OF OPERATlmr DECKHOUSE II 

1. Task Organization 

BLT 3/5 
1k13 Co (-) 
Det, Btry F, 2d Dn, 11th Nar (Ln 'I'm) 
Det, Hq Btry" 2dBn, 11th Nar (nGF Ln Tm) 
Det, Radio Relay Sec" Comm Plat, Hq Co, 5th Nar 
Det, Ilq Bn, 1st h:arine Division, FNF 

Det" Radio Re1ay Plat, Comm Co 
Det, Disbursing Plat, Serv Co 
Det, Postal Unit, Adj Sec, Div Hq, Hq Co 
Det, 1st Den1jal Co, Fl>1F 

Det, 1st Medica:l Bn 
Det, Serv Sec, Co Hq, 3d Coll Sec, Coll Plat· 
Logistic Support Unit 

Det, Prov Sierv Bn, 9th MAE 
Det, SUF/ply Sec 
Det, Na:lnt Sec 
Det" His Sec 

Det, H&S (.lo, 3d FSR 
2d SP Tm, Co H, 1st SP Bn 
. 2d Landin.g Spt Plat 

Det, HillS Co, 1st SP Bn 
Det, Beachmaster Unit-l 

Co I (Rein) 

Co I 
Det, H&S Cr.> 

Det, Ned Plat 
Det, Bl.rom Hort Plat 
Det, S·-·2 (Bn Scouts) 

FO Tm, Bt'f:"y F (Rein), 2d Bn, 11th Har 
l'St Sqd, jd Plat (Rein), Co B, 1st Engr En 

Co K (Rein) 

Co K 
Det, HcAS Co 

Det, .hed Plat 
FAC 'I'm 
Det, 81mr:i Eort Plat 
Det, . S~2 (Dn Scouts) 

1:i'O Tm, J3try 1" (Rein), 2d Bn, 11th Nar 
Det, Hq Btl'Y" 2d Bn, 11th l'lar (NG:~ Spot Tm) 

1 
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Lt Col BROijARS 

Capt GLAIZE 

Capt 1'.ARESCO 
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Go L 
iJet, H':'S Co 

Det, hed Plat 
Fi\C Tm 
Det, 8lmm Nort Pldt 
Det, S-2 (Bn Scouts) 

f'O Trr" Btry F (Rein), 2d TIn, 11th ~'lar 
2d Sqd, 3d Plat (Rein), 00 B, 1st Engr Bn 
Det, Hq Dtry, 2d Bn, 11th Mar, (NGF Spot TID) 

Btry F (-)(Rein), 2d En, 11th har Capt HARRIS 

Btry F (-) 
Det, Hq Btry, 11th i"lar 

l07mm Mort Btry (Rein), 2d En, 12th 1'1ar Capt Nl!:RlUTT 

l07mm Hart Btry 
Det, NeSS Sec, Serv Plat, J-Iq 13try, 2d Bn, 12thHar 

2d Plat (R,ein), Co B, 3d AmTrac Bn, W.r 

2d Plat 
Det, Co Hq, Co B, 3d AmTrac Bn 

3d Plat (Rein), Co 13, 1st AT En 

3d Plat 
Det, Co Hq, Co B, 1st AT Bn 

3d Plat (-)(Rein), Co B, 1st Engr Bn 

3d. Plat ( .... ) 
JEt, Hed Plat, ILS Co, 1st Engr En 
iJe'~, Engr Spt Co, 1st Engr En 

2d I'lilt, Co B, 1st NT Bn 

2d Pl.'lt 
Det, }lain',- Sa", Co Hq, Co B, 1st hI' En 

lO(mil!: lLc' d,.Less .. ~i.ii'le ?bt (Hein) 

J.O(lliu !{ecoilless Rifle Plat 
iJet,!d Plat, lk,,s Co 

Lt GR~SLY . 

Lt BUCHANAN 

Lt TOTH 

cwo HENSON 

& -
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5th Plat (- )(Rein) I .3rd Force rtecon Co, li·l~..l 

i 

5th, -Pla,t , : ,,' , ,., . 
. Det, ,t'urachutei hairit/Hpr Sec, ,supply/Serv Plat -,' 

3d Plat (H.eip.), Co P, 1st Recon Bn 
, '1 .• ~.! .. I" . 

,:. ' '. '.JdP'l.a( ~ . , , 
• I ':. )letr l'tediCtal Sec, SeTV Plat, H/$ COl 1st Ree.on Bn 
~ . . . .' 

'2cl Plat (Rein), CO 'OJ 1st Tk ;an, li'Hi' 

:c"~u ", ?:<3.P10it i'" 
:, .... ' ~'!', .~;Det':"flq Sao, 'vo-Hq, Ce>. C,lst'Tk Bn 

Det, H&S Co, lst Tk,. Bn 

, .•.•. " !' ,. ; :: 

" ' ,~7~'~.'(R~in) 
' .... ;": ,',:: .. ' 

~., ! .'... 

'::'," .' '-"Co'~" , 
:-::';. ,," i.",Oet.)! ,1l&S: Cp, 

;, !",,, ".P~t,:,~e9. Plpt .. ' 
'_,' ,;:,', 'l;;le,t, 8~ Mort Plat 
,;.' .~" ,.De"t,iS-2 (13n GCQuts) .. 

. :;. j,' )'0 Tul,Bt,ry F(Hein), 2d Bn; 11th l~ar 
-::<;, ~ ."' . "." . ' .. 

2):,. Jnt~t\-t,ige:r;lce,:" 
." " ;. • - f' ; ';. ~h .~ • .: t·. ~, . ;,'. ' . . ~ 
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1 Allgust 1966 

Lt OIDOrWELL 

Lt GREEN 

Lt SKEY 
"J _I 

';, . 

Gap~ _~E1'TENGILL 

. I I ~ , '.:' 

,;;'.;,J'.~ ·"'a.:,:~~rl'~n •. ,'Op~,atiqn llECKij,OU~En',.~as con4ucted , 
~ri,:i;'~~!~n.oe',of.t.)je:" pu. ~c 0 . e n:am~· .e.'ar~a p opera, ons was.a ~~~ 
4orniI?t,e~i":-f',la.t,sandy.area~ . ,AU terl'ain feat~ fj we e 'as '. ...pri.1lrto 
¢'()rrt(~emt:m~~of: t:ije: opera'hon Wl. e excep. ion of the area acijaaenttt?,the 
stream 6000 meters inland from the bsach~ .This was reported to be cultivatoed 
in wetland rice "'lhereas in actuality the area w~ tarmed in dry CrOP$. The 

; b,e.achfep.Qrt of. ;SWE Beach stated that the ~er JI~d bar I 40' to 60 yards off 
the' be~c,h)";D4gq,t'~ca\,lse ,LCvr to ground. ,Although;he lapding tookp~.aCe:; 
th!'e~;ho\.l.r~~a1,'t(!r,l~w.t;i.gQ"boats dici FO~ci and aS~Cl~l~ tl'~o~'~re ior~ 

. /~~ .lll~O~~,:Joux: to_f;~:Ve, f~t ot'water ~o tbeJ?atxP!f.n . opposed ; +anding 
'>i·wou;ld.~!iVe·,r.~gl.\';I.r;rmOJie',extensaVeptepCU:GbQni ..Q-r'the ~aQh~ '. - ' . 

b. Enemy Situation. Prior to the landing it was estim~ted that only 
local force VietCong (ve) units Here :present in the area of operation •. Very 
litt) e actual qorrtac'I, was made UUI'ing the open~tio~~ Ho\~ever ;tha 'Itist~­
lations discovered and equipmept captured veri1'iedreports by Vietnamese 
civili~ns that a local force VC company operated i~-the AOA~ In' a4dition 
the fihr~e>:YC KI.A _t-lerai4entifiedby local'off.iqiallil as being loC~l force VC .; ,4; 

menu,er~~~i;"the~'oO~,Pany~":'l'he .members or. 'this· u,nit eYi4ently lIed the' area -'. 
of ~ o~ratipns ,tmd/or '.~ent· into hiding when' tr~en~~11oJ'ces "Il:r~r,;:ed'~ .. 
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3. Nission. As directed by the Special Landing For.ce Frag Order #1 for 
Operation DECKIIOUSE II, the mission aS$igned to Battalion L~nding Team 3/5 
was: 

"Commencing at H and L-bours on D-day, land simultaneously by surfaoe 
and he10 assault over BLUE Beach and HLZ STORK to seize LF Objectives A, D, 
C, D, E, and F; on or'dcr conduct search and destroy operations in the Dong 
Ha area. and ~stablish a Beach Support Area to assist the Corrm:anding General, 
III Amphibious Force ~'lithin the I Corps tactical zone." ' . 

4. Conce~t 0;(' Operatio;ls. The Battalion Landing Team 3/5 scheme of maneuver 
in the Dong Ha area during Operation DECKHOUSE II ~laB planned to be oonducted 
in two phases over a period of seven to ten days. 

a. Phase I. In the conduct of Phase I, plans were made to: land Qompany 
Kover BLUE Beach to attack and seize Landing For.ce Objective ALPHAJ land 
Company lover BLUE Beach to attack and seize Landing ForceObjeotive, BRAVO,; 
land Battery F over BLUE Beach to proceed to predesignated firing positions,; 
land 2d Platoon, Comrany B, 3d Amphibian Traotor Battalion over BLUE Beaoh ' 
to land elements of Battalion Landing Team 3/5J to assume beaoh defense ~d 
to position Battery F; land 3rd PlatoOi.l, Company B, 1st Antitank Battalion 
and 2d Platoon, Company C, 1st Tank Battalion as provisional rine platoons 
to provide security for Battery F and Amphibian Traotor PlatoonJ land Com­
pany L by helioopter in Landing Zone S~ORK toattaok and seize' Landing Force 
Objective DELTA; land l07mm Mortar Battery by helicopter in ~and:lng Zone 
STORK to set up firing positions in the vi9inity of the landing zones land 
2d Platoon, Company BJ 1st 11otor Transport Battalion by helicopter in Landing 
Zone STORK as a proviSional rifle platoon to provide security fOJ: l07mrn l10riiar 
Battery; maintain Company }1 aboard LPH-, as Ba,tt41ion Land,ing T~al1l ReserveJ 
land HB~ Company and other combat service support elements by helioopter in 
vioinity of Landing Force Objective BRAVO to establish the CornmanQ Post and 
provide security for Command Group. 

b. Phase II. Phase 11 of Operation DECKHOUSE 11 was planned as follows: 
Company L was to attack and seize Landing Force Objectiv, ECHO; Company I 
was to revert to Battalion Landing Team Reservej Company M was to Qe landed 
by helicopter in Landing Zone JAY to attack and seize Landing Force Objective 
FOXTROT. Oompanies K, L, and l-'l were to conduct search and destr!)y Operations 
within the AOA. . 

5. Eltecution • 

a. D-day - 16 July 1966 

(1) Company K landed by LVTP-, over BLU~ Beach at 0630H (H-hour), 
followed by Oompany I in LCVP' at •. 06J'B. i;1'he land1Qgs. took pl.Jca,~withoQt .. ~ 
incident,; both companies reported the beaoh llIecuredand clear, At 07l0H, 

~[lDfkj~Ul$$~~~~IDJ 
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Company I commenoed movement to attack and seize Landing l"o;toe Pb'jectj~ 
BRAVO, whl.le Company K moved southi'Jest toward Landin~ Force O~Jilptl~ •. 4L?fl.A~;. 
Company L was hel1.l1.fted at 06)OH (L~hour) into L~ding Zone S'l'Of$:i~ . .t1tr' ~ 
COIl~~t"W~.lI\ad~ and the Landing Zone was reported seoured.' " At onY,-fIl tlj" "", 
l07mm J.lortar Battery Was helilifted into Land:l,ng Zone StrOHl\. and as.eti~d· . .t1fins 
poei tions at YD 290701; once this was accomplished. Company L 'lI1oie4: riOl'1;b~.eliit·! 
to sec"re Landing Force Objective DELTA. The Command Gt-oup w~ heli:\;"1t~ed "" 
to YD 307727 at llOOH and fifty mj,nutes later cMtrol o.rnav~~fln$j.1';~:,,~ 
artillery was passed ashore. At 1530H Battery F land$d .cl"Q$'s=;~WJ~~.J~h:·, 
'QJ LVTP-S and proceeded to designated· firing positions' at;yj} 30tT.21,';at'·$he: 
:~a~El t,i1ll.ei CC?I'4pany H was helilifted into' Landing "Zone 'STORK.: G~' ~ (~.,. 
·lFIoved.;A1.l.to.posit~ons at YD 231695, leanng' one' pl:a1;ofm ;a't-wdingZOM" ~TO~ 
as .local ae,curi:t;.y for the. l07rrim Mortar BatteTy~ . . '-' ,' .. , , .. 

.::.:' ',(2) OperEitions on D .. day consisted of seal'¢h andde'trkQP.tilti~'i. 
by,C~azp.erf r;- K-" and L.- OOMpAIfY ~ :e:ri;O:~ irom La~1nSFptce,·.O.b$1iiV.~· 

. BR:$.O ,.t-o-·W;tbill eeoo tile terS"""01"" "m1'~ e J.;. l. e. one,i wEere'~'Hec:ompw:~" .j' 

ined1~-wek-·\JP··defene:i:w porl:t1otls. 601119&11)1. oom.'II1'~S1IMrl~~OJ· 
operatfOris s'outhwest of Landing' Force Objective ALPHA·aod·Batt-tl1c)d!~ 
Team Objective 1. Company L moved north ar¥4i·north • .-t: fromL«id~g:.jl~'. 
Objective DELTA to Secure Landing FOl'ce Ob~etive'EGHO arldF0.1T1W'1-; '''l'he're 

.\'18sJlq.enemy c.ontact on D ... day. 
I." . ~,,' , 

.. ' .. ',_ ·,:.,(j)~t 'eniOR, C.ompany K, while mov1ngtrOm.BW:E~Beactf:to·:~,.~ ..., 
"': !'.or,oe, 9Qj"ectiv.e -ALPHA" disc overed a cache' at:· '.tI) '.322'720.· Thi8' ~"~~1,.; . 
.. r .. ti on,. maj.l~; .document.s ,paoks , one .3 B cal pistol and roor ~ blockei>t··~~· ~? _~ . 

pany K also found and destroYE~ two booby tr~ps in tM.s s·ame·:a!'8.'~· -4t'l:QSS~.1 ' 
CPITlpany I found two freshly dug foxholes, .dit.Ging tool~;. ri~ej;.30c41'be1' 
br~s~, .twf? i;c~n~ee~s ~9,a ~molder1ngf~re'at' n .)~q.j5'.~ ".At: 112SlJ,· ~ j,' 

'd~ talk.04 .~D· an ~gll.sh6peBkmg priest in ,tM'v1U.e'o! .. X-an Phon,g1i.bO~i;C);lil,.pt· 
VC'.::9~r.a~~. out of the village at ID 280690.· He alaotolci'ot'llWleI\iiIl'id" 
booby trap~. ~ the vieinityor Batt.aliofl Lana,1tlg Tea··Objeet1Ye'.'2.·' 

. ... . (4) At 14,OH, CompaJ,lY I dj,eioovered one 9.8 M.user:·r!.tl§i"·n~~ . 
. z:ound~ of assorted ammunit1.on" one block of. TNT arid' -one 0 frietiort-pQl.,e·'gre.na<ltl ' 
at . .'1l?~957S9. 

,.... .. (5) By nightfall Clf D-dayallLand1Dg.Foroe{)b"ectiV~.·;,had' been 
secu;red except for Landinrg Force Objective 'CHARLI£~" N1ghtdeteri&.1'V.·P.oe~;'" . 
. tion8:w~r~ .locate,d as fol-lows: 

.. : ..... 

(a) Battali(m Landing Team "CoD'llllandPost -®. 301127~' • 

(:0.). Compan:y 1- 'YD 29n53. 
" '. 

(c) Company K - YD 316706. 

(d) Company L - ID 263747 • 
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(e) Con;pany ~! (-) - In 28~695. 

• •• 

_ (f) l07nun Mortar Battery, reinforced with one platoon of Com-
" -pany M - lD 290701. . - - -

(g) Battery F - YO 302727. 

(h) Shore Party - YO 320723. 

(6) During the night of D-day and-early morning of D+l, Companies I 
and K made contact with the enemy. At l855H, Company K receivedamall arms 

-~ fire and grenades from three VC located at 10 316706 who were hidden within 
~ their perimeter. All three VC were killed and two Chinese burp guns were 

taken. At 2300H, Oompany I fired on three groups of three VO mOving along 
the beach area. On the morning of D+l, one l'lauser rifle was fou.nd on the 
beach near where the VC were fired upon. Company K also reported finding an 
additional Chinese submachine gun and magazine on the same morning. 

b. D+l - 17 July 1966 

(1) At first light on D+l, all Battalion Landing Team 3/5 units were 
~ngaged in search and destroy operations within the assigned AOA, Oompany I 
conducted their search and destroy operation up to the Dem1l1tariud'Zone, 
then returned to the south. Operating with Company I were three tanks from 
the 2d Platoon, Company C, 1st Tank Battalion; no enemy contact was made dur­
ing the day. 

(2) Company K conducted a search and destroy operation south and 
southwest from Landing Force Objective ALPHA to Landing Force Obj~tiveCHARLIE. 
Both companies primarily were concerned with searching villages in·theil' 
assigned area of operation. Neither company reported enemy contact. 

(3) On D+l Company L (-) was helilifted from to 262752 to YO 279719; 
one platoon was lifted separately to YD 285711 to establish a blocking posi­
tion. Company L (-) conducted a search and destroy operation toward the 
blocking force. After completing the sweep, Company L (-) moved on towards 
Landing Force Objective CHARLIE; no enemy contact was reported. 

(4) Company M conducted a search and destroy operation to the south­
ern boundary of the Battalion Landing Team 3/5 AOA at 1D 264635. There waS 
no enemy contact in this operation. 

(5) Night defensive positions on D+l were as 'follows: 

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 307727. 

(b) Company I - YO 325699. 

6 
Enclosure (1) r------...:.: 

DECLASSIFIED 



il'­
! 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(d) Company L - ill 283700. 

(e) Company M - YO 204635. 

(f) 107mm hortar Battery - l'D 290101. 

• 

(g) Reconnaissance Platoon (DiviSion) - 1D 3Q268S. 

(h) Reconnaissance Platoon (Force:) - ID 260754' 

(i) Battery F - YD 302727. 

(6) . During tpe night of D+l, there. was noen8ll1 ec;mtact reported by 
units of the Battalion Landing Team. 

c. D+2 - 18 July 1966 

(a) At 0800H on D+2 the S~i~ Landing Force came under operational 
~ontro.~ of the IU flarine AmPhibLs rCA (TAU Force Delta). This ended 
Operation DECKHOUSE II. 

6. Results 
." 

a. Enemy 

(1) The following is an asses.sment of VC personnel .casualties inflict­
ed by Battalion Landing Team 3/5: 

(a) 3 - VC KIA (Body Count). 

(2) The follol-1ing is a compilation of enemy equipment and material 
captured and/or destroyed by Battalion Landing Tea~m 3/,: 

' .. :, 

(a) 1 - .38 cal Smith and Wesson revolver. 

(b) 2 - GGrman 9.8 i'lauser rifles. 

(c) 1 - U.S •• 30 cal submachine gun. 

(d) 1 - French 9mm submachine gun. 

(e) 1 - Chinese burp gun. 

. (f) 4 - Wooden handle hand grenades. 

~(g) 1 - Large Signal drum. 
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(h) 1 - Burp gun magazine with 150 rounds. 

(i) 20 - .30 cal rounds. 

(j) 1 - 7.62l1U1i clip wi tb ten rounds. 

(k) 1 - brown beret with insignia. 

(1) 2 - Bushel of rice. 

(m) 1 - Bushel 01' sweet potatoes. 

(n) Numerous packs and equipmeutJ both U.S. and foreign. 

(0) Numerous documents, maps and notebooks. 

(p) 5 - Blocks of Chinese explosives. 

(q) 2 - Booby traps. 

b. Friendly 

(1) Casualties sustained by Battalion Landing Team 3/5 are summariz­
ed below: 

~. e·. 

(a) Non-Battle Casualties .. 17. 

1 Heat - 8. 

2 Injuries - 9. 

8 

DECLASSIFIED 

]l:nc1os~re (1) .. 



i 

t 
1 

"" 

~ 

" 

r 
; 

[ 

Tab (a) to Enclosure ( 
Overlay 0:£ AO 
Operation 
DECKHOUSE II 

DECLASSIFIED 

OLZDOVE 

0 Oz JAY 

X~ Oz CROW 

0 
OLZ STOIlJ'. 

A-l 
~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

.3121 
1 August 1966 

SHEET #6442 IV 
SERIES L701 

. 28 

~5 

G 
WJWJ({;U$~~W~~[{Jf 

-

o"n= 

LUE 
~ACH 

r.. 

I 
\ 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 3121 
1 August 19(;(., 

to Enclosure (1), 0 
Overlay of AOA . 
Or tion DECKfIOU;.;E Il. 

l A-2 .. 
DECLASSIFIED 



• 1lif,Il 
Tab (a) to Enclo&ure (1), Overla;y of AOA, 

Operaticn D.t;;CKHGUSE 11 

>\0 
A-3 

DECLASSIFIED 

}]21 

1 Jlueunt 1966 

SEEET #6442 IV 
SERIFS L701 

LZ A 
Ci\()VJ V 



! 
f 
t 
[ 
E 
'-

r 
~ 
I 
r , 
~ , 
[ 

~ 

t 
~, 

~ 
! 
~ 
L ,', 
r 
~ 
r , 

I 

l 
f 
r 
j 

~ 
~. 

L 

\ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
........ ~ •. · ... · ... ··;r",~·"" .... "'.6.· •• ~_ ._ .. , 

t .• '" •.•.• I' " i:, : 1 ,,' , ~ " ",.r'1 ; , • 1 " ," : "'~,\,.\<'i ;":,1\1. i 
, '" ~", ,.'-:""" ""~~-.. ,,,-.,,"~~ 

~" ';l'l;} ','1' CF OP,£RA'aON HAsrllItJ(,~ 
..,. t 

- " .. ..:: .- ~~-

DECLASSIFIED 



'~ 

., 

f 
f 
I. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
3121 
1 August 1966 

, r. C~ntact with the enemy ·was' l1mited., except in:twp encoiin~ers,;to ' units of under twenty or thirty NVA. Actions with five or ten NVA predomi­nated the action. The small units appeared to be one of two typeSt thos,e who were assigned to delay and harass f~iendly units and those whoh~ be­come separated from their present units and stumbled into oontact with Battalion Landing Team 3/5. 

g. The most significant enoounters with NVA foroes oooured ..Jm<,22.,-~i.1 "'--and 24 Ju1y.ill5nlpany'}fmovea"QUt'on the-inorniilg of 2,g_~~lY-.AtL:r..uQ.U9n'to a report by an NVAcapt1ve'Wlfc)-rep6rTea's' regrmental headquarters site to be in the vicinity of Hill 314 in grid sguare lD 0262. Company M searched the Eraa discovering 200'to 300 reinforced bunkers-:-These were new bunkers, oovered by frssh foU'age--aiia-haa--reoerinyoeen 8'banClonea;--croirlpanytnSon­ttnued its search around Hill 314 and at YO 03462, came under heavy auto-matic weapons fire and grenade bombardment from an estimated '.torty to 1''0"7-... --'. five NVA. The NVA were positioned in bunkers re~nforced by logs and were ocoupying high ground above Company M, who was then ina dr~w •. Some of the .. NVA were bandaged from previous wounds.. ,An' Army of the ReP~~f of Vi~tnam (ARVN) interperter with Company M repeatedly Oalled for tg"tti:,.to surren4er but they refused to do so. Company 1'1 then returned f:lJre" marteuvered a&a~t and overran the NVA position. The lesults 01' tine acticfn were 1ge~8nteen NVA KIA (Body Count) and seven weapons captured. 

h. "The most signifioant oontact of, th a opalC'ation took' place 'i. 121,H ~ July when Company I enoountered strong en~lm1 p08li t1on~ .• ~ YD 013616. Com~ pany I was moving along a ridge line on a narrow trail' -when the lead element of the oompany came under heavy automatic weapon~ tire and grena~e pomb~ ardment. Wi thin minutes the lead elemen1is' ot thei company were p~ed down by fire. The jungle was so thick at the ;po1nt of oontact that otten JIlUzzl, flashes oould not be seen when enemy foro,es w~e :t'ir.ins at point blank range, Company I was then taken under fire by mo.r.tars. utillery and air strikes were called in and automatio weapons fir,e 'slowed d~Wn and the morta;r;t~e temporarily ceased.. By this time the COJJlfnanc:li.ng Officer ot Compapy I est1llUlt .. ed that he was under attack by two NVA C,o:mpani8s. At 1640H CQJIlpInY I attempt­ed medioal evaouation of the wounded but .:the heUooptera reQfS.r-ci an :l.ntense volume of fire and were foroed out of th4. area. At about l700H the mortar fire on Company I positions resumed, . '.: ' , '; . 

i. At l73,H Company K" moving t01fa~. ~: Q~RI.~,'Cl. Itrotn the 8outb.i.t ... ~. contaot with an estimat8<Lfortr to tit~y( rv~·A.l\,t_y1o~'n1"bt 11t016014. T~e NVA. were positioned in bunke.re 1'81n1'o l'oe(r,,1t~·,10""iOo"P.an1 Krt~ecl , 1'lre, man.uv.red and then withdrew a .hor i~ctlltan~.to, b~ in ,tztUll,ery and air etr1kes, The fire was oalled in and ,~th'I',.\&l'tl ot tf.lt action we.re Otven NV! KIA. (Body Oount) , and an estim4ted th~trt7.d'lv' ,NY. KIA (Probable). 
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j. Company I continued to receive mortar and automatio weapons fire 
until about 2010H "Ihen artillery fire was directed at suspeoted mortar 
positions in the vicinity of yO 021628. Two secondary explosions resulted 
and Company I received no more incoming mortar fire .. Company I did R­
eeive heavy small arms fire during the rest of the night and during moet 
of the following day. 

k. Reports by the company comrrlanders and reports from NVA captives 
definitely established the enemy force facing those companies was an NVA 
Battalion. NVA captives identified the unit as the 6th Battalion, 812th 
Regiment of the 324B NVA Division. This battalion wascompoeed on three 
rifle companies of a strength of ninety to ninety-fiTe ~ach and a beavy 
wea~ons company armed with £our 82mm mortars and four 57mm recoilless 
rines. 

1. When the ECtion ceased 3l"l.d an evaluati on of the battle ares could be 
accomplished, the following enemy losses were assessed; twenty-five NVA 
KIA (Body Count); one h".ndred twenty-One NV! KIA (Probable); thirtyNVA 
WIA (fossible); three mortars captured or destroyed; twenty-seven rifles 
and submachine guns capturedj one 57mm recoilless rine destroyed; one 

. 12.7mm machine gun destroyed, over two hundred grenades destroyed;cver 
1",00 rounds of ammo captured:; oYer fifty~twotnortar and AT 'rourids . 
destroyed; and numerous pacl<:s and uniforms ·capturedand destro,ed,. 

m. Eight m"ljor enemy installations Here ·discovered by Battalion Land­
ing Team 3/5 in the zone of action. ·Six of these installations eouldeach 
accom~date a battalion size or larGer unit. A number of smaller living 
areas were also discovered. The major installations were: 

(1) 191625H - Company L discovered at yo 040620 what appeared ·tabe 
a battalion size Command Post. Eight huts were found, over one hundred 
and forty prepared bunkers and holes and about twenty pigsartd ·chiokens. 
No documents or items of equipment were ,fou.nd, but the 'area had been evacuat .... 
ed quite recently. 

(2) 201:00H - A patrol from the 10611U11 RR Platoon discovered at ID 
098619 what appeared to be a political reception oenter for the new North 
Vietnamese Troops. The site included a hut and seven large bunkers. Two 
Sacks of propaganda material were found at the site including posters, 
pamphlets, leanets, paper North Vietnamese Flags and receipt books that 
appeared to be used for recording membership in party organizations. Found 
also were three large banners which said (translated liberally): 11 WelO 01lle 
to the liberation of South Vietnam. National Liberation Front", "Help 
defeat the. Amerioan Imperl.alists and their Laok1es", and ttSavethe peopll) 
from Ky and his government of thieves". The ·site had recently be~n'oocup¥td; 
the diggings were fresh; food including fresh bread and fruit was·found. 
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(3) 2016101l - C omp,ny 1; dis c overeu at YD O"4~ 98 a bat taU on or 
possibly regimental sized Cowland POGt and a bivDuaql'location. 'l'he area 
included over three hundred packs, over five hundrq,~.; sixty uniforms, three 
hundred twenty-three blue sweat shirts, four hundre'l:f thirty-five shelter 
halves, two hundred ninety-seven pair of Ho Chi M.nh sandals, towo hundred 
sixty-eight hachettcs, and numerous magazines and rounds (mostly12.7nun). 
There was a great deal of expended 12.7mm brass abcut the area and about 
~eventy pounds of documents including letters, diaries, and instruction books 
on mortars and heavy Neapons. 'fhe area included tables, benches, class room 
type areas, two large huts and over four hundred bunkers and shelter holes. 
All gear was new or almost new and in excellent condition. 

(4) 2l0920H - Company 1'1 found at YD 024618 an area believed to be a 
battalion sized bivouac area. The area contained over two hundred reoently 
used bunkers and shelter holes. Captured at the site were six thousand rounds 
of l2.7mm ammunition, seventy-seven pounds of TNT block l thirty pounds of TNi' 
flake, eleven Anti-tank mines, claymore mines, forty-five nonelectric blasting 
caps, eighty"eight pressure pull type fuses, one mine sweeper, five hundred 
feet time fuse, two crimpers, one splicer, four reels of communioationswire, 
four weapons, forty pounds of documents including engineer training manuals, 
diaries and letters, and various items of 782 type gear. The bivouac site 
obviously supported an engineer battalion which vaoated in a great hurry 
less than 24 hours in advance of Compan? }Vi' s arrival. 

(5) 23l000H - Company M discovered at YO 033621 an area whioh con­
tained four large huts and tt.Jenty to thirty large bunkers. The complex was 
protected by both entrances by a system of fortified positions. Two NVA 
were sighted in this complex and were killed. 

(6) 220930H - COlrpany M. investigated an NVA captives report of;;a .. 
regimental size Command Post located in the viCinity of Hill 314 in grid 
square 0262. Company h found on the northeast side of Hill 314 over two 
hundred freshly prepared bunkers reinforced H.i.tl:, logs and covered by fresh 
foliage. The area had been vacated less than 24 hours prior but no equipment 
or docurllents were found. 

(7) 231555H - Company I at YO 017607 discovered a battalion size biv­
ouac site and a large supply of enemy equipment. In the area of the cache 
\~as an NVA soldier Nho had deserted and surrendered. The following items 
were captured in the cache: two Chinese submachine guns; one AN/PRC-10 radio; 
forty-eight Hooden handle grenades; one h~ndred eight rounds .30 caliber am­
munition; seven hundred thirty-eight 7.62mm rounds, two large canvas bags 
probably covers for heavy rr,ortars, 32mm mortar cleaning gear} one flag; thirty­
two pair sneakers; twelve full rucksacks; twenty-five kahki uniforms; numerous 
items of 782 gear a..'1.d medical supplies,; and numerous diaries, letters and' 
as~orted docuD,ents. All items of equipment were new or in excellent condition. 
About eighty to one hundred bunkers (two or four man) were found in. the area. ~ 

12 4 

........ ~~- .. ------- §EC' 
DECLASSIFIED 



~- • ' 
7 1 -

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
3121 Qs a 
1 August 1966 

(8) 241155H - An H&S Company patrol located an enemy bivouac site 
at YD 083614 - again for 13 battalion sized unjt. Tha area included four 
huts and about one hundred forty reinforced bunkers. A limited amount 
of gear and documents was found. 

Although Battalion Landing Team 3/5 made contact with only 
one identified unit (The 6th Battalion, ~12th Regiment) and, AS sLated 
before, met most of its resistance in the for.m of small delaying groups 
it is estimated that at least one NVA Regiment and an E:ngineer Battalion 
occupied the zone of action prior to Battalion Landing Team 3/5 i s arrival. 
It is possible that the headquarters of the 324B Division may also have 
been located in the area. The facilities were there but the interpetation 
of the captured documents, letters and diaries will have the verify this 
conjecture. 

3. Missiop, As directed by Commanding neneral, III Marine Amphibious 
Force, Battalion Landing Team 3/5 was to aggressively oonduct searCh and 
destroy operations in assigned areas of responsibility. (see Tab A) 

4. Concept of Operation. Battalion Landing Team conducts search and 
destroy operations within assigned TAOR with four rifle companies ex­
eouting search and destroy operations from east to west within assigned 
zones of action. 

a. D+2 - 18 July 1966 

( 1) Battery F was lifted by helicopter commencing at 0830H to 
assigned firing positions south of Cam Lo; the battery was in position 
ready to fire by 1620H. At 1215H Companies M and L were lifted by 
helicopter to Landing Zone CROW. The Landing Zone received moderate 
small arms and automatic weapons fire and Company M met enemy resistance 
as it secured the Landing Zone. By 1330H solid contact with the enemy 
was estab~ished. Air strikes were called, and Company M overran tho 
enemy positions located at YD 043623. Of an approximate forty khaki­
clad enemy, Company M counted twenty-one KIA, two WIl, and eighteen WIA 
(Possible). Captured were one .30 cal machine gun; one.50 cal machine 
gun; five 7.62 automatic rifles; six 7.62 semi-automatic rifles; ten 
wooden hand grenades, two AT mines; one AT rocket launcher; and 1000 
rounds of small arms ammo. 

(2) Company L found ten rounds small a~s ammunition after 
landing in Landing Zone CROW but had no enemy contact until 1etOH when 
an unknown number of NVA were encoutered at YD 060610. This action 
resulted in one NVA KIA. 
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(3) Companies I Rnd K landed by heUc0pter in Landing Zone 
DOVE at 1330He They encountered no enemy resistance as they landed or 
when they pushed forward to tho west 0 

(4) At 1730B Company L received machine gun and automatic rifle 
fire from a.n estimated twenty NVA at YD 060612. Company L returned the 
fire, resulting in two NVA KIA (Body Count) And five KIA (Probable). 
One sub-machine gun was captured ;md one .30 caliber machine gun was 
destroyed. -

(5) At dusk on D+2, Battalion Landing Team 3/5 units were in 
positions as follows: 

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 083604. 

(b) Company I - YD 076605. 

(c) Company K - YD 065607. 

(d) Company L - YD 049619. 

(e) Company M - YD 049622. 

(f) Battery F - YD 117579. 

(g) Division Reconnaissance (1) - YD 060597. 

(h) Division Reconnaissance (2) - YD 066605. 

(i) Force Reconnaissance - YD 092619. 

b. D+3 - 19 July 1966 

(1) 1'here was little contact during the morning of D+3. At 
Ot50H Company L received three 60m mortar rounds at YD 04-9619. 
Company M at YD 043623 found two additional bodies from the action of 
D+2. At 084-5H Company I found a seven round clip of ammunition on a 
trail at YD 071597. 

(2) During the afternoon of D+3 contact was made by Company L 

p 

at YD 045625 with a NVA Platoon armed with automatic weapons. Company L 
returned fire and killed four NVA (Body Count) with two WIA (Confirmed). 
Tney captured two automatic weapons and one rifle. At 1408H, Company 
K brought fire to bear on three NVA's at YD 058608, resulting in one 
WIA (Confirmed) and three captured hand grenades. At 1815H Company K 
at YD 049605 found one dead NVA believed to have been wounded in an 
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earlier action. rlhe soJ.dier was armed with a new send .. automatio rifle 
in excellent condition. Also in ~he area was a large oaohe a/packs, 
equipment, supplies, rice, rurmo and unifonns - all new. At dusk on 
D+3, Battalion Landing Team units were in positions as fOUOW6~ 

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post -YO 083604. 

(b) Company I - YO 070596. 

(c) Company K - YO 051605. 

(d) Company L - YO 039617. 

(e) Company M - YD 039617. 

(f) Battery F - YO 117579. 

(g) Division Rec':mnaissance (1) - YD 080597~ 

(h) Division Heconnaissance (2) - YO 066605. 

(1) Force Reconnaissance - YO 092619. 

(b) During the night of D+3, there was no enamy cQntaot by 
any units of the Battalion Landing Team~ 

c. D+k - 20 July 1266. 

(1) At first light on D+k all Battalion Landing Te~ Companies 
resumed search and destroy operations west in their assigned TOARr~. 
Reconnaissance elements of Battalion Landing Team 3/' carne unde.l" tho 
operational control of Reconnaissance Group Bravo at 0700H to porro~ 
missions as directed in support of Task Force Delta operatione. 

(2) At 0645H a Company L Observation Post B,t YD 038622 tired on 
four NVA but reported no results. At 0915H Company L completed des­
Lruction of the NVA Headquarters located at YD 040620. At 0945H Company 
M at YD028616 brought three NVA under fire, killing one. The others 
fled to the northwest. 

(3) At 1130H Company M fired on five NVAfe at YD 022010, kiPing 
three, capturing two, and wounding one. This area app,a~d tc bt the 
site of a.Regimental Command Post. Captured were two Chine8e7;.62 8~ 
automatic rifles, one light machine gun, one M-1~ rifle (aerialnumbeJ' 
520895), thirty hand grenades, fifteen boxes of 8JIlJIlunition, OftI' two 
t.undred packs, and forty to fifty lbs of documents. At 1215H Company L 
killed one NVA at YO 030614. At 1300H an H&S Company patrol discovered 
a bivouac site at YD 098619 containing propagandf\ materials.. The area 
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appeared '(,0 be .1'l. re.ception center f0r incoming NVA tr:)ops. At 16l0H 
Company K discove~~d a second bivouac area containinp over tQree hundred 
packs) Cl large quantiLy of equipment a.nd mortar instruct~on manuals. At 
1815H Comp,any L fired on and killed two NVA (Body Coun'!;.) at YD 025610, 
capturing two others; all were a~ed with hand ~renades. At 0100H a patrol 
from Company K ambushed an estimated ten to fifteen NVA B.t YD 041596. A 
daylight search of the area revealded no confirmed KIA. 

(5) By dusk on D+4, Battalion Landing Team units were in positions 
as follows: 

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD. 083604. 

(b) Company I - YD 062589. 

(c) Company K - YD 039594. 

(d) Company L - YD 023608. 

(e) Company N- YD 025612. 

(f) Battery F - YD 117579. 

(6) During the night of D+4, Company L B.t 2105H, ambushed an NVA 
squad at YO ,019609 resulting in three NVA KIA (Body Count), four NVA KIA 
(Probable), [lnd the CApture of one .50 CAliber rna.ohine gun, one automAtic 
rifle, "IUd one anti-tank weapon. 

d. D+5 - 21 Ju'y 1966 

(1) All. Battalion Landing Team c')mpanies continued their search 
and destroy oper!n,ions west l..hr::lugh the assigned Batta.lion Landing Team 
'fAOH. 

(2) Company M At 0920H located preparect positions at YD 024618 
and found TNT, C-4, blasting caps and other equipment. The areas contained 
two hundred or more bunkers ;.md shelter holes, as well as a hospital and 
a mess hall. At 1520H, 11 Company K ratrol at YD 03.8592 made contA.Ct with 
one NVA uho withdrew under fire. At 1700H Company M discovered a Chinese 
Conununist mine detector at YD 02g6H~. Also at l700H two NV.~ bodies and 
twal ve graves were fmmd in the same location. The casualties were ap­
pl1remly caused by artiHery fire, or an earli0r contact with Company L 
or Company N. 
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(3) By dusk on D+5, Battalion Landing Team units were in pos­
ition as follows: 

(a) Battalion Landing Team Comma.nd Post - YD OB360A. 

(b) Company I - YD 043588. 

(0) Company K - YO 038595. 

(d) Company L - YO 010607. 

(e) Company M - YO 023612. 

(f) Battery F - YD 117579. 

e. D+6 - 22 Ju'Y 1966 

(1) Continuing search and' destroy operations to the' wost, .com­
pany M reached .Hill 314 (grid square YD 0262), which intelligence 
,.sources indicated was the site of a regimental Command Post, Search 
revealed numerous fighting holes but no abandoned equipment. At l;OOH 
one NVA so!dier was fired on and killed at YD 024625; Qne 7.62mm semi­
automatic rifle was recovered. 

(2) At 1545 Company M received heavy Butomatic wes.pons fire end 
a grenade bombardment from an estimated thrity to forty NVA in the vicinity 
of YD 034625. SOIDe of the NVA were wounded, although an ARVN interpreter 
repeatedly demanded their surrender, resistance continued and Company M 
overran the position. The a.ction resulted in twenty NVA KIA (Body Count) 
and one .30 caliber machine gun captured. 

(3) \>Jhile evacuating wounded from thisac"i, .. io.n, CompanY'M weo 
taken under fire from YD 034623. Returning ·fire, the enemy pos~tion 
was overrun and two NVA were killed (Body Count) and two automatic 
rifles captured.' 

_.' '(4) ·At nOOH an ambush patrol of Company L fired on four NVA in 
the· vicinit.y of YD 025610. Shortly thereafter a squad from Company L 
reinforced the patrol and continued the action.. This encounter resulted. 
in four NVA KIA (Body Count); one NVA KIA (Probable); and one 7.62mm 
semi-autOmatic rifle captured. 

(5) ,At 1845H near YD 026608 Compapy I encountered twelve to 
fifteen NVA with automatic weapons. Fire wes returned and the enemy 
withdrew. 
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(6) Night positions on D+6 were as tollows.: 

(8) Brtttalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 083604. 

(b) Company I - YO 019607. 

(c) Company K - YD 028612. 

(d) CompAny L - YO 005600. 

(e) Company M - YD 034623. 

(f) Battery F - YD 117579. 

q 

(7) In defensive positions at YD 005600, Company L at 2045H re­
ceived ten rounds of incoming mortar fire. The firing ceased, then re­
sumed at 2210H. At this time, Company H,2d Battalion, 1st Marines sight­
ed mu~zle flashes, reportinr their position to Battalion Landing Team 3/5. 
Artillery fire directed on this target resulted in secondary explosions 
and cessation of the tiring. Company H reported definite destruction of 
the mortar Bnd three NVA KIA (Probable). 

f. 0+7 - 23 July 1966 

(1) 6arly on D+7 at 0040H Company M wa~ again taken under fire 
from YD 034625. Fire was returned resultin~ in two NYA KIA (BOdy Count); 
two NVA· KIA (Probable) ; four WIA ( Confirmed); and one captured semi­
automatic rifle. 

(2) At 0815H Company L fired on and killed one NVA at 'YD 010605; 
one Mauser rifle was captured. 

(3) At 1000H Company M sighted three NVA in a clearing.in the 
vicinity.of YD 033627. Friendly fire resulted in two NVA KIA (Body Count), 
one NYA WIA (Confirmed), and the capture of one Chinese submachine gun.· 
At the same time Company-K discovered one dead NVA at YD 025611, who ap­
parentlyhad died as a result of artillery or air strikes. 

(4) Company I at 1105H sighted two NVA near YD 018602. Fire was 
delivered, resulting in the capture of one 5?mm recoilless rifle with 
two rounds, one NVA KIA (Body Count), one NVAWIA (Confirmed) and one 
NVA captive. 

(5) At 1530H Company K found one dead NVA in a stream bed, coord­
inates YO 029613. 'l'he soldier had died of bullet wO\1nds llnd carried no 
weapon. .. 
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( 6) At 1 55 5H Company I discove.l;'ed a la rge equ.ipment caQbe: at 
yo, 017607... In the immed.iate. vicinity wa6: on.~ NVA $Ql<U;Etl" W:lO ~<.i~N 
wh~sighted.. rrh~ cache contained two chin~~. subin8.o-b1ne ~.~ one 
AN/PRC .... lO rad1~; forty-eight hand grenades; fQurteen plas·Uo- ~$ -sn; 
and a large store of ammunition. and equipment .. 

(7) At 18.30H' an outpost from the- 107mlll Mortar Batt.:t'y' ~ortett . 
three to five NVA ih the vicinity of yo. 05262Jh A?tl11~' filfflo S'eru."ed . 
direct hits on the NVA p:)sition, resuJ:ting in. an est.im.!'tten' fi~ NVJ~ 
'KIA (Probable).. . 

. (8) Night positions on D+7 we.re. as, fo~.loJris,:. ' 

(a). Battalion Landing Team Canmand Post. - Y:D 003604 ... 

(b) Company! - YD 016.609 •. 

(cJ Gompany K ... YD 0.2.%1:2 .. 

( d) G"mpany L __ YD 005600" 

'( e) Company' 111 -.. YD 0}4623, .. 

(f) Bat 1" ery ~' - YD 11 7',79., 

(9) At 2230H Compa.ny L re.c-eived snj;l'~' fir6' from: YOI OO;6Q~..... ' 
Fire. WM l'eturned, resulting tn, one- NVA:. KU (BQdr CJlUat.): anti' Uh. eaptum8! 
of on~.,bh±nese Communist semi-aut..omatic: r!i:£1: .... 

go. D+~';: 24 July 1,266 

(1) At 0700H OJ). D+~ Company L waa· apl"l!QB;ched at.. Y!D !)O;.60~ ~ •. 'bJfQ) 
NVA soldiecrs wea~;l:ng camouflaged utilities and: U •. S •. heJlnet;s·... Beoause: af' 
the possibility they mig~t be Marmes" 'tin!;}: 8cO'.ldlters were; aJ:l:ow~di t.e; Ilml­

tinue, their approac.b 0, The NVA opened: fire. and; flt~,.. One, WBS. ~il:J.:edlh buit 
the other was able tQ make good an. esoape-•. 

(2) At 1115H Company· I discovsrsQ twanty,.on~NVk bodies near.' 
YD 016617.. The bodies' were: 3 to, 4 days; 0'1:« and] had, 'besn flbund1 :lin1 the~ 
area of Company L'S 2021Q5H ambu8ho •• 

(3) At 1115H a. patrol frol1t thtl> 1.O'7m1It Mort:a>l!' Batr,ber;yr enc.ount~ 
!0Ul' NVA n8.8;1" an enemy bivQuac, s:1;te a1l.: YO, 08UJu... They we1'8"br~t~ 
uncter fiN, but no casualties w~r8: repQt'ted' •. · Tha NVA. l'Ioldiiers .. were, aunadi 
with one Browning Automatic: RU1:&, two) .30 c.a:Libett· ca'rbinp:" and! one.! 
9llIm :P~nllh. su.bmaehine gun., ' ' . . , 
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(4) At 1200H Company I made contact with three NVA near YD 011616 
ona well used trail running north a.nd south through the are~. One NVA 
was killed and two were captured, along with two roundeof. 82rmi1 mortar 
ammunition. Later, at 1215H, Company I was brought under fire in the 
vicinity of YD 013616. Small arms fire was received from both sides in 
addition to incoming mortar rounds. Preliminary interrogation of captives 
indicated a force of one hundred NVA positioned near Hill 314 (YD 022622); 
that another ninety-five were moving north 500 meters from the action; and 
that mortar emplacements were located near YD 015629. Compa.ny I returned 
fire but an accurate damage assesment was made ilnpossible by the thiok 
vegetation. 

(5) At 1425H Company I received mortar and automatic we~pon8 fire 
while moving up a small draw at the base of Hill 362 (YD 011616). The 
enemy advanced as close as thirty ya.rcis, but were repulsed by intense 
fire from Company I. 

(6) Two hours later, air strikes were directed by Company I at 
YD 018623. At this time, all incoming mortar fire ceased. At 1640H Com­
pany I attempted a medical evaouation of casualties, but heavy fire forced 
the helicopter out of the area. 

(7) At 1705H Company I again received mortar fire and moved to 
positions higher on Hill 362 (YD 011617). 

(8) Noving to the assistance of Company I, Company K at 1735H 
made contact with thirty to forty NVA near YO 018614. Assaulting elements 
of Company K killed six NVA (Body Count) and three NVA (Probable). 

(9) Night positions ,on DiB were as follows: 

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YO 083604. 

(b) Company I - YD 011616. 

(c) Company K - YD 018616. 

(d) Company L - YD 005600. 

(e) Company M - YD 025636. 

(f) Bat~ery F - YD 117579. 

( 10) At 20 lOB artillery fire was dil'ected at suspected mortal' 
positions ne~r YD 021628. Two secondal'Y explosions were observed and 
incoming mortal' fire eeased in Company I's positions. It is estimated 
that two mor~ars of unknown calibel' were destroyed. ~ 
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(11) At 2130H a 107nun Nortar Battery Obsdrvation PO!3t took an 
estimated NVA squad under fire at YD 055606. It is estimated that three 
NVA were killed (Probable). 

(12) At 2335H Company M was probed at YD 025636 by five NVA. 
Fire was returned, resulting in an estimlJted two NVA KIA (Probable)~ 

h. D±9 - 25 July 1266 

(1) During the early morning of D+9, Company I was continually 
probed by forces of an estimated two NVA reinforced compa.nief!. The.se 
probes continued until 0430H when the enemy broke contac~.A.t 001511 1 ,one 
NVA walked into the lines of Company L B,t coordinate,s YO 00560.5; wb~n 
challenged, he ran and was killed by small arms fh~. Six hand g~na.de.s 
were recovered, but the NVA carried no wea,pon. . . 

(2) At 0950H an air obserVer reported the sighting of tw,oNVA 
bodies, one damaged mortar, and one rifle at YD 014627. This damage wes 
evidently the result of arti1.1 .. ery fire directed int.othis ar8.a the night 
of 24 JulY. . , 

(3) At 1000H Company L encountered one NVA YD 016607. The 
soldier was killed and his semi-automatic rifle capture4. At 1500H a 
patrol fram Company L sighted seven NVA (YD 011612) and opened f1~, 
killing one who was armed with three hand grenade~. L~ter ~t 1630H 
Company L WAS attacked by approximately twenty NVA at YD 011616. 
Returning fire, Company L killed four (Body Count) with.1;.enKJ;A (ProbaQ~~). 

(4) At 1645H Company L reoeived .three incQlJling grenades. otan 
unknown tear gas agent. The attack, whioh took place atYD 011617. caused 
only minor eye irritation which was not long lasting.' Although the grenade 
canisters were never found. it was reported l,na1.1" tid agent. was ntdtht;jj. 
CS nor eN. 

(5) Company K at 1700H conducted a search of YD 018617, an area 
which was occupied by NVA troops the afternoon and evening of 24~uly. 
Six bodies were discovered along with numerous. blood and.drag trail~, 
indicating an additional thirty NVA KIA (Probable). A large storeo! 
equipment was captured including machine guns, submachine guns, one M-14 
rifle, hand grenades, demolitions, and uniformt). 

(6) By 1715H Company I had completed a patrol Baaroh of the area 
around YD 011617. Fourteen NVA bodies were found, along with blood. and 
drag trails indicating thrity-s:1x NVA KIA (Probable). 

(7) Night positions on D+9 were as follows: 

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 08360*. 
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(b) Company I - YO 011616. 

(c), Company K - YO 011616. 

(d) Company L - YD 011616. 

(e) Company M - yo 020635. 

(f) Battery F - YO 117579. 

i. 0+10 - 26 July 1966 

(1) The 11th day of the operation was relatively quiet, with 
contact consisting chiefly of small probes. Company M join"ld Companies 
I, K, and L in preparation for -L-he foot novement to a newly aSSigned 
TAOR (see Tab b). 

(2) Night positions on 0+10 were as follows: 

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YO 08)604. 

(b) Company I - YO 011616. 

(c) Company K - YO 011616. 

(d) Company L - YO 011616. 

(e) Company * - YO 011616. 

(f) Battery F - YO 117579. 

j. 0+11 - 27 JulX 1966 

(1) Continuning to probe company positions atop Hill 362, five 
to sixNVA attacked Company L at 0015H. The hand grenade and small arms 
atta.ck was repulsed with unknown results. 

(2) After conducting intensive air strikes and artillery prep­
aration, C~~panies I, K, L, Rnd M moved by r~~+ '~estward to designated 
positions in the new TAOR. The Battalion Landing Team Command Post 
displaced by helicopter. 

(3) At 0815H on the 27th Company L received sniper fire from 
two NVA at YD 011617. Fire was returned, resulting in one tNA KIA (Body 
Count) and one NVA captive. Also cap:t;.:u..red w.e;r~ two Chinese submachine guns. 
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(ld At 1100H Company 1-1 was approached at YD 014617 by a Montmo:­
ard far.mer who had been forced to work for the NVA and now wanted to 
surrende~. He was accordingly taken prisoner and returned to higher 
headquarter.s for interrogation.· . 

(·5) No other contact was reported during the march; night 
positions on D+11 were as follows: 

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - XD 979585. 

(b) Company I - xn 989596. 

(c) Company K - xn 997595. 

(d) Company L - xn 998593. 

(e) Company M - xn 995597. 

(f) Battery F - xn 117579. 

(6) At 2030H a Command Post Forward Observer reported the sighting 
of three small lights blinking on and ott near YD 985606. As it was 8U~ 
peeted that these lights were aiming devices for mortars, artille1'7 was 
fired at the target. Two secondary ~xplos1ons result-ed and it is est­
imated at least three NVA were killed. 

k. D+12 - 28 July 1966 

(1) The following companies conducted searcnand destroy oper­
ations against NVA Forces in the grid squares indicated: 

(a) Company K - xn 9760. 

(b) Company L - XD 966c. 

(c) Company M - XC 9860, xn 9960, and XD 0060. 

(2) At 1215H Company M found a cache at XD 999591 of enemy equip­
ment as follows: one maohine gun barrel case, one bayont>t scabbard, one 
map case, four blankets, six ponchos, forty-one sweat shirts, twelve sets 
of khaki unifonns, six undershirts, twelve drawers, four pairs of socks, 
five rice bags, five hammocks, two pairs of sneakers, one canteen, one 
amm.o ~gazine with one hundred fifty 7.62 rounds, forly feet detonating 
cord, and two hundred pounds of TNT. rhe area hs.d four defensive holes 
but was unoccupied. 
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()) At 1315H Company M found ;mother cache at XD 999593 which 
included fourteen sweat shhts, eighty-four trousers, eighty-one khaki 
shirts, nine hand grenades, thri ty hamInc)cks , five bags medical supplies 
and forty:drawers. The area had been used for one or two days before 
discovery • 

(4) At 1400H Company K rece~ved .ten to twenty rounds of sniper 
fire in the vicinity of XD 9B7592 from three or four NVA. Company K 
returned the fire with unknown results; enemy fire ceased. 

(5) At 1605H Company L made contact with four or five NVA snipers 
at XD 96560,3. Artillery wa.s directed against this location. A search of 
the area revealed no trace of the enemy. 

(6) At lB15H Company I moved into the Battalion Command Post area 
to provide Command Post security and assume the mission of Battalion Reserve. 

(7) Night positions on D+12 were as follows: 

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - xn 979505. 

(b) Company I - XD 979585. 

(c) Company K - XD 987592. 

(d) Company L - XD 9B5594. 

(e) Company M - XD 994598. 

(f) Battery F - YD 117579. 

1. 0+13 - 29 July 1966 

(1) At 0915H Company K (the lead element) commenced movement 
toward Landing Zone BLU~JAY (vicinity XD 983563) for subsequent helilift 
to USS PHINCJITON. Other units following in tra.ce were elements of H&S 
Company, and the 2d Platoon, Company B, 1st Motor Transport Battalion. 
CompaI'Y I provided rear security on the march. The helilift was completed 
by 161OH. 

(2) Battery F commenced helift from vicinity YD 117579 at 0900H 
to USS PldNCETON and were transported by boat from PRINC':ITON to USS 
ALAlvlO. 

(3) During the afternoon the 2d Platoon, Company B, 1st Motor 
Transport Batt-alion, a.nd Companies I and K were transported by boat from 
the USS PRINC&fON to assigned shipping. 
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(4) At 1227H a patrol from Company U sighted twenty~r~v:e tq 
thirty NVA at XD 989613 digging a mortar position and a- ~. :\?8f!kI!Z,'­
machine gun position. An artillery missicm was -99ndu,cted !,9'~9¥!l~ ~ 
an air strike; four direct napa.lJn and six 500 P~und p~ hi;~ ¥~r.~ , 
delivered. 3:stimate; fifteen NVA KIA (Probable), one S2mm ~rta;r 
destroyed and one 12. 7nvn machine gun destroyed (Probable'> .• 

(5) During a search conducted by ColUpany M a trA~~ eA'il:~ '~8 tt~ 
feet wide was discovered in the general area at gri4 s,gY.BX~~ ~~ !Q~P11 ~R 
9661; it was noted that tall trees were pulled andla9he~ ~9g~~~r~p, 
complete the jungle canopy over the trall.~Th~ trail ~~e~ ~_~~ ~ 
frequent use. The trail extended the length9f t~e r~~ ~ _~~ 
communications wire installed throu{1hcut its lengt:h~ . 

(6) Night positions on D+13 were as follows! 

(a) Battalion LandingTe~ COUIIlland Post - XD979:585,. 

(b) Company L - XD 985594. 

(c) Company 11 - XD 987591. 

m. D+14 - 30 July 1966 

(1) At 0830H on D+14, Companies L lmd M and t~e r,~e~.ndr;l.r pi 
H&S Company conunenced movement toward Landing Zone BLUEJ,AY (XD 9B-5562.). 
He opters lifted the first elements of :k~mpeny,M at 1']05H,," and fqj 

530H all units of Battalion Landin 1'e w e 
p ng. 

erG'11.r 
(2) The Special Landing Force reve:rt;~d to the.op~r.;iLJi,Qn~ ,con~r.w. 

of Commander Tas rou 

6. Results 

a. ii:uemy 

(1) The following is an ~sse8s~ent o! ~V~ ,personnel,ca~ua~ties 
inflicted by Battalion Landing Te~ 3/5: 

(a) NVA KIA (Body Count) :- 155! 

(b) NVA KIA (Probable) - 167." 

(c) NVA WIA (Confirmed) - 12. 

(d) NVA WIA (Possible) - 45. 
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(e) NVA CAPTIV~ - 7. (2 died of wounds after interrogation) 

(2) The following is a compi1 ation of enemy equipment and material 
captured and/or destroyed by Battalion Landing Team 3/5; . 

.9 

(a) 47 - Soviet 7.62 Assault iLifle AK-47. 

(b) 7 - Mauser Chinat 7.62. 

(c) 2 - Soviet RP6 Gernade Launchers. 

(d) 2 - US M-14 Rifles. 

(e) 3 - .30 caliber Machine Guns. 

(r) 2 - .50 ca.liber Hachine Guns. 

(g) 2 - Soviet Carbine, M1944. 

(h) 22 - Soviet 7.62 Carbine SKS, 

(i) 3 - Soviet RPD 7.62 light Machine Guns, 

(j) 2 - 57mm Recoiless Rifles. 

(k) 2 - US M-3 .45 caliber Submachine Guns. 

(1) 1 - Mine Detector, Vll1203. 

(m) 3 - 82mm Mortars. 

(n) 1 - 12.7mm Heavy Machine Guns. 

(0) 28,553 Rounds, small arms ammunition. 

(p) 9,700 - Rounds, 12.7mm ammunition. 

(q) 369 - Hand gernades. 

(r) 6 - spare .30 caliber Hachine Gun barrels. 

(s) 75 - i~ntrenching tools. 

(t) 1,020 - 2:lectric blasting caps. 

(u) 132 - Pounds TNT. 
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(v) 1 - AN!PHC-l0 Radio 

(w) 1 - Field Phone 

(x) 21 - 82mm Mortar RounQ.6 

(y) 17 - 60mm Mortar Round.s 

(z) 22 - LAWS 

(aa) 1 - Claymore mine 

(bb) 5 -Anti Tank Rockets 

(cc) 235 - Yards Corum wire 

(dd) 898 - Khaki uniform shirte 
.~ '. 

(ee) 853 - Khaki uniform trqij.fJ~rl:l 

(ff) 810 - Packs with equi~ent 

egg) 443 - Shelter halts 

(hh) 297 - Pair "Ho Chi M~ " sanqals 

(1i) 41 - Pair Sneakers' 

(jj) 269 - Machete Knives 

(kk) 10 Map cases 

(11) 114 - Mosquito nets 

(mm) 88 - Pressure-pull type fuses. 

(nn) 223 - Ponchos •. 

(00) 55 - Pounds medical SUppli8E!~ 

(pp) 76 - Canteens. 

(qq) 33 - Crenade pouches. 

(rr) 32 - Cooking pots. 

(ss) 11 - 5?mm Re.coillOS8 Rifle! ro~s. , ')"-." , . 
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(tt) 28 - Gas mRsks. 

(uu) 7 - Canvas wei~ron bags (82mm mortar). 

(vv) 3 - Helmets. 

(ww) 173 - Hammocks 

(xx) 1 - SpUcer. 

(yy) 1 - Crimper. 

(zz) 1 - Hand drill. 

(aaa) 15 - Antitank mines. 

• • 

(bbb) 450 - pounds documents, diaries, and letters. 

b. Friendly 

(1) Casualties sustained by Battalion Landing Terun 3/5 are summariz­
ed below: 

• x. 

(a) Kill,.ed in Action - 48. 

1 Gunshot - 42. 

2 Shrapnel - 6. 

(b) Died of Wounds - 3. 

1 Gunshot - 2. 

2 Shrapnel - 1. 

(c) I'Tounded in Action - 162. 

1 Gunshot - 25. 

2 Shrapnel - 137. 

(d) Deaths, Non-Battle - 2. 

~ Shrapnel - 1. 

2 Halaria - '1. 

(e) Non-Battle Casualties - 98. 

: 1. Heat - 20 • 

2 Injuries and HisceFaneous - 7g. 
2) 
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• • HE ADQUAR'lERS 
3d Battalion t 12th Marines (Rein) 

3d rine'D~vision (Re1n)~ FMF 
FPO, San'Francisoo 90602 

3/BNB/rr " 
03480 . 
4 August 1966 

From: Commnnd1ng Officer' 
To: Commanding General, Task Force Delta 

Subj: Combat After Action Report 

Ref: ( a) 
( b) 

4thRegtO 3120.3B 
Task Force Delta FragO 1-66 

Enel: (1) ~ Daily Chronology of Events ' 
(2) ...-Table of Ammunition Expenditures, Types of 

Missions Fired, and Casualty Assessments 
, 

3\ \~ 

1. In compliance with references (a) and (b) the following' 
Combat I~fter I.ction Re~ort is submitted for the 3d Battalion, 
12th Marines (-) (Roin). . 

2. Code Name. HASTINGS 

3. Dates of.Opprations. l5 July to 3 ~ugust 1966. - -
4. Location, Oper£l.tion "Hastings" took place in the north 
eastern portion of Qnang 1ii.t Province. Area A: was bounded on 
the east by Route #1, on the north by the DMZ, on the west . 
~~nera11y by easting grid line 10, and on tho south by Route' 
119. Area B was bounded on the east genorally by grid line 10 
on the north by tho DMZ, on the west generally by easting grid 
line 9lt. and on the south by Route #9. Area C was bounded by 
Route ~ on the north'and west, on the south generally by 
northing grid line 45,and on the east generally by easting 
g:r;' id line 09, 

5, Command Hc~d9UQrterg. Task Force Delta 

6. Task Organization. 

!!1iU: OOMMAN DIN G OFFICER 

Maj. S. M. MORROW 3d,Bn, 12th Mjrinos(-) (Roin) 

Headquarters Battery Capt. G. J. SOMMERVILLE 

4Tli MA.F r;:~:s (~t;~rN) 

S':"'J FIL::S 
~J~_o _____ _ 

---------
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COI,D.liANDING OFFICER 

Capt P. T. SUm1EYER 

B. T. OHAMBLESS Battery 

Battery tlB" 1stBn, 11th Marines , 
Capt 

(J~ " ~~"":':~.W. ' 
Capt F. S. CA R 

" , 

Battery ;r Fii , 2d:&l, 11th Marines Capt J. E. HARRIS 

Battery ilL IT , 4thBn, 12th Marines Capt John PO~lERS 

Batterv ' "W', l~thBnJ 12th Marines ,Capt J. B. WAY 

107mm Mortar Btry, 
11th Marines 

1stBn, Capt R. J. GRAHAM 

7. Intelligence. Intellfgence sources ,indicated that the 

324th North Viet;nam Army Division had infiltrated into the 

area of opera.tions. The mission of the 324th was to destroy 

thC3 __ 1st .. AR'IN Division an(t11£er~ Qu~g Tri Province " 
commencJ.ng the 20th 01 July. "'"'"Terra!n:In trie area ranged from 

low. __ ~ol1ing hills with scrub brush to very steep terrain 
"iith a~ "Overhead canopy. ' ,'.' . " 

(5. Missi ... 9..tl_ The 3d Battalion, 12-th ~r.j,neJr(-) (Rein)' . 

mission was to provide'direct support to Task Force Delta, the 

ARVN Airborne Division, and to provide reinforcing ri.~'s, to, ' 

the 1st AnW Division, artillery_ . 
• , --, _"':'- __ "' ___ ""l"':1<~,,~.~._ra. ___ _ 

9. COl1ceEt of Operation. Initial1Y,two batteries of l05mrn ~ 
howitzo'rs ana two 155mrn bowitzers ~.,ere to be located in the 

vicinity of Cam Lo (YD 1157) to support ,Task Force Delta's' , 

operations in Area Band 'torainforcethe fires of th~ ls'ti· 

ARVN Division Artillery in J~rea A and the i~RVN ,Airborne ' 

Division in ;.;:ea C. One l05mm battery ~as placed at 1}...5 (YD 
0951) to provJ.de direct support to the ARVN Airb,orne Division 

operating in i.rea C. 

10. ¥!..xecution 

n. 'See enclqsure (1) for a daily chronology. 

-.,' " "I 

, -
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b. GFT Setting§. During the early stages of Onthel90PJe lryat ion 
it was impossible to conduct any registrations. u 
a high burst registration was conducted for all l05mm howitzer 
batteries. The small range and deflection corrections deter­
mined'by these registrations explained the reason why flclosed 
stick" computations had been so accurate during the early 
stages of'the;operation. Througnout tne remainder of the 
operation, due to the met effect cancelling the VE and d~itt 
effect, no GF, setting was used. 

l:l. Artillery Thrnst Lines. Two artillery thrust lines 
vrore establisned. They ,,,,ere used by forward observers tor 
the purpose of position reporting. 

d. Survey. All artillerr battery position areas were 
surveyed from a common battal on SCP •.. This 3CPwas located 
at a maT) inspected road junction. Directi·onal control was 
originated from an astronomic observation of the sun. 

11. Results. Total KIA conf'1rm~d credited to artillery was 
109 and !)robable KIA was 50. Interrogation of prisoners 
indicated that artillery fire was a major factor in lowering 
the morale of their units. 

12. Administrat~vo ~1atter§, 

a. SurPly. Bxcept for Battery UI" and the 107mrn llIortar 
Battery wh Ch received unit distribution, all supply was 
handled bv supply point distribution. As a general rule all 
classes of supply were ma1ntained"at a satisfactory level, 
and supply support throughout the ope ration ,''us excellent to 
outst.mding. -'. . 

b. ~~intenanoe, The high state of maintenanoe of the 
ordnance equipment was due primarily to the availability of 
ordnance contact t<aams and the 12th Marines Regimental -
Ordr,lanoe Officer throughout most of the operation. Through 
the~r efforts an outstanding job was done in maintaining 
t~e maximum number of hOldtzers in firing condition at all 
t1mes. . . -

In the case of the 155mm howitzer (towed) M 114A14 more 
adequate Class II, Type II repair parts ~raneeded in'th 
supply system to support this wG l1Pon •. ,. \Vi~h th~ _large- nJber. 
of' rounds fired, a hlgh maintenanc-e temp)was requirad.D.ue to 
the ~ack of ad~quate parts, lOO~ly fa.bricated parts were _. 
obt:~_l.nod to mal.ntain weapons in af'irihg oondition. 

-3-
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, c. Medical. it toal of 23 narinas were: evacuated from 
the Battalion ")~)units 'without, anr ~ifr1cultles.' These 
included 2 DOW, /6 \{lA, and22~or'l-batt eca-sualties. 

d. ,Civil il.ffnirs. A civil affairs program was conducted 
in two villages in the Carn Lo area and a Catholic mission in 
Dong Ha. Ii. I>IEDCAP program with about 300 villagers receiving 
treatment was conducted ; however' the program was limited . 
due to the lack of supplies, Ali~batteries:participated In 
the program. Two local barbers were employed to c~t hair 
for all batteries. ' , ' 

e. Transportation and Movement 

(1) Head~uarters Bdt.t-eR' An advance element"of',' 
the Battalion tlGa quarters' ''la.s; .,Wrl by (} .. 130 to Dorig Ha on " 
13 July along with- otg;1rffctf's:n'!pOrem1~n,·. Oil. 14 lu1y,. Hq 
d~l!Placed to Cam Lo to dstablish the Bn position area. 1''Ina 
En Hq ( -) movoO: 5y ROugn-Ri~!' 6ti, 12;:Md l' July to Cam Lo. 
The Bn' Headquarters returned to'Phu Bai b.y RougbJl1der 6n 3.. -
!;'ugust. '.' , 

(2) Ba.tte~ IIHiI. Battery liHli was positioned in 
Cum Lo IlS part of aSK 1Jnit Ch.ar1ie on ,22 June 1£66 by 
ROur Bi ge-r. Upon arr! val of the advance -alemen OT the '. 
Bneadquarters, the battery joined the .advance eleme.~t in, the 
newly selected battalion position aroa. The bat~'Gry"'~ 
returned to Phu Bai by ~Qugb ,Ri,def" ,ach6~on1ng elements _' 
over 30, 31 July and 1 i.ugust.· . 

(3) Batter;y: !rIn. Battery 111" was f'lown by 0 .. 1;30 to 
Dong Ha without prime movers on 13 July. On 15 July th'e btry 
was lifted by holicopter to 1)...5 located, at YD095530. On, 25 
July, upon withdrawal of the ARYI~ Airbol't)e DiviSion', thept%!'y 
was hel icopter.lifted to a ne:w pos1tiop area in the vicinity 
of the 2d Batt{llion, 1st r~la.rines. "On 2 All&Ust the batt,~ry 
was helicopter~lifted to Dong Ha;where it was jOined by ita 
prime movers which hold been br~:)Ught froDl: }"?:i..1 B:.~i by Rough 
Rider~ The battery returned to Phu Bai by Rough Rider on2 
i~ugust. 

. " 
(4) Battery .ifGIt.Batt$J1" ,tlG!Lwas moved to Cam Lo", 

hy Rough Rider, ec1'iol~,ni~g ,ele,ment$ ~ove~,thre~ days (30~ 31 
July and 1 August). he batt~:ry initially "took .thb ,same ' 
post tion as was vac'!\ted by BatteryilJftl"but on ,2 August • tho 
battery wtts moved to a new pos1t1on, at YD 1285SSf'or Operation 
nprairie It. 
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(5) Batter~ "aft.,. Battery "BJI moved to Cam Lo by 
Rough Rider on· 14:..1 July with the Battalion 1ieadquart~rs 
(-) • The battery returned to Phu Bal by Rough. Rider on 3 
August. ' ': " 

- - , . 
(e» Battery "Mlf. Batte~ylfM1' was f'lown to Dong Ha 

with its prime movors 'on 13 July.0ri14 July:the battery 
moved to Cam Lo,·with the advance' -elementsof'the Battalion 
HeadAuarters where it set up its position area within the 
Batt81ion positionaraa. On 17 July the battery was moved 
to a new position at'YD '098S73.On 2:/,ugust tlie ba~~ry 
move d . bac k into the battalion posl tion al'ea and on 3 :tiUgust 
moved

i 
less one platoon att.ached to Battery tTGII, with the' 

Batta ion Headquarters by Rough Rider back to Phu ,Bai. 

,( 7) Battery "L". Battery';iL fI was flown, to Dong Ha 
with pr:i.me movers on 15 July and then moved. overland to Cam 
Lo to setup in the Battalion positIon area;~ on 1 J~ugust the 
battery movod to Dong Ha where it was flown by 0-130 to Da 
Nang. One platoon of l55mrn howitzers were lett in Dong Ha 
2 s a d(ltachment under the Op·con .of, Bat.tery "G"~ 

(g) li7f!!11 Mor..tar Ba .. tterx. !!'he. Mortar Battery was 
flown to Dong D. from Ila Nang on i6 July. ,,·fOn 17 July the 
Battery was Helicopter.liftedinto·the vioinity of tho 2d 
Battalion, 1st Marines (YD9g2562'), and they subsequently' 
were attached to the infantrr battalion. On 29 July the 
Batte!'y \-!as lifted out by he icopter and . then. flown' to Da 
Nang by C.130. 

(9) 
lifted from 
on 19 July. 
back aboard 

Batterv IIFii. Battery1'F" was Helieopter,.. 
81F Shipping into the Battalion position area 

On 29 July the Battery was helicopter-lifted 
SLF shipping. 

f. ~unications. 

(1) Radio. Extensive Use was ma.deof radio during 
the operation.'· At the peak point in the operationL five 
conduct of fire nets ware in use supporting seven uSMC infan­
try battalions and the thl1ee airborne battalions of the ARVN 
Airborne Division. In order to .support this ammount' of radio 
communications, it was.nec9ssary to pool the assets of sub­
ordinate batteries. The Battalion wa s ablo to acomplish . 
this since the bulk of the Battalion"' ! batteries were located 
in a common Rattal :lon positicn area.. Ext.Ems1.ve use was made 

-5-
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at the rt\dio set- AN/PRC ... 25,,'whioh per.ro.med in an e,xcallent 
manner. However' due t'o ,the lackor:riel~";N"rfOte equiplOOnt ... , 
for the AN/PRC-2'5, the radios ,hac! :tO~Ort.19e.ated.!iI)close ,',. 
proximity to one another, cllusing mutual inter:rerence.~'?twe.~ 
radio sots. This situation necessitated'speoial coordination 
of radio operators within th,'e ':FDOjL re,-~'C1n, ",tho _Gt~a.C1enCY,O!, 
tho nets 'si'gnificantly 'during ·.:peaJCJ~.ra~rio Re-rio4s., 'lhE}, ,in-. 
troduction of remoting equipment for the i~7.fB.C~2;,will solV,e 
this problem. " . _. ,,_ 

( 2) ~. Wire wa~ u~ed 'p~m~ili :r~~~;in~ernal , 
oommunications W1thin'the battal#,c]In. ,.Qnq, trunk line to ','­
Task Force Delta was, estab11ehedin addlti()il.toir~me, hot line 
to the Task Force Delto. FSCC. ''''Amin1mwn~gtmainterie.nc~ ~as 
required to maintain the wire system eetablished. Telephones 
were at n premium' since a rear: cOl2U'llar)d,po$t: at, Phu: Bai was 
maintainvd nnd local security phonastmt'e::l\e~d~'d, to, support 
the infantry companyattach~~ to provt~e security t~the 
battalion. 

(3) Co~n¥at~on's ,sec~~. ( : A' spe~iai 'rt)dio t~'am ' 
from the l2th~nes was sento' e battalion with a radio 
set f1l.1/MRC-83 and an on"'lin~,c,ryptc) ca.~b1l~ty:. \ Tpis taam 
'~IlS used to sqnd daily situE1tlon,-~fOpot1;s to the 1,2th'Marines 
HOC1.dquarters.This ,eased the P .... cZ7Pt,o. guat'dresponsibi1ity 
of Task Force Delta. , . ,'.' . .." ".' , 

13. Special Teohniques , " 

a. H&I C;:;nter. In order to handle. ,the large volume of 
H&I missions and still answezo.promEtly .a11 calls tor fire, an 
H&l canter was established. This, Oent.er was arr:';extension 'of 
the Batt'alion Fire Direction Center and manned 24 ,hours a d~y 
by Battery !IF". h. special phone was,emplaced from the Task 
Force Delta FSCe to the H&1 Center BO that Illl H&I's Were 
phoned directly to the H&1 Center tor ~rocessing.Afte,:­
proceSSing, the H&I's were delivered to the battalion FDO 
for :spotchecking and transmittal.:-·to, the bptter1es for sub-
soquent firing. ' ",::' " ' 

-,-; I. • 

, b. H&I Clearanoe. The normal 'p~actic~d'orhandling HkI-' 
sCLv-a .. planes during the nightie -t.O~8UbD1d.t .Pll,e:$v;-a-plane: 
covering the entire H&I progrAm. ,R,\, \bUs, when a requu-ement 
existed for a resupply or med;.eva~ ::.t,·nigllt.,.'rltwns necessary 
.to cense fire on <111 H&I's. cCon80quently;,D,r~systemof~:d1viding 
the entire operating area. into lour' izones-andi'.-then -,submitting 

f;,,:,"B~:::.anes was developod. . r UIJ 

c-7 -6- - .. ,_ .. - ,-~.---_t 
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Using this system certain portions ot the operating area 
oould. still reoeiv.e H&.I concurrently with resupply and mod­
cvacs. 

c. Multiple Mission Handl:\.qg. On mtlny occasions during 
this operation morc' thontwo missions were processed at the 
same time requiring n system of keeping each of the different 
missi~ns separated o To do this the concentration number assigned 
the lTIJ.ssion was used to m:-ecede all radio trnnsmissions and 
commands within the FDC. This provided an identity to what would 
otherwise not havo been m~~~X ~ammunicAtions. 

14. 90mrnnnder t s l~alysis. 

~. Fire support coordination during this operation funo­
tioned more efficiently than on any other operation since the 
Battalion has been in Phu Bai. In order to insure timeliness 
of supporting arms it is mandatory that one centralized amanoy 
have the authority to clear all missions. To be c~pab18 of 
cle~ring missions promptly it is necessary that all informa­
tion of a tactical nature be made available to that clearing 
agency. 

b. A very henvy work load was placed on radio communica. 
tions during the operation, with five conduct of fire nets oper. 
ating simultaneously in a satisfactory manner. With tho intro­
duction of the radio set AN/PRC.25 a significnnt improvement 
was mnde over the radio set J~/PRC-9; however, until the ramot­
ing equipment for these radios is made avnllaole the full 
potential will not be realized. . 

c. \'lith five batteries of artillery centralized with tech­
nical fire direction in tho Battalion Fire Direction Center, it 
is possible for one battalion FDC to handle multiple missions 
if two FDO's arc on duty. During this operation, when more than 
three missions were in pro gross, the Battalion S-J handled mis­
sions us an FDO in addition to the regular Foo. 

d. By maintaining a centralized technical fire direction 
cupabilityat the battalion level, mas~ control and·flexi­
bility was maintained in addition to reducing the cost of men 
and equipment. 

, 
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e. D~e to the heavy volume of H&I's fired into e~emy 
territory, it appears that lC/NVA soldiers don,~t always 
rocogrdzo obso!,,\rod missions ehen they a.re in progress' if'­
the in~i_t:tal rounds j.1'1'l'pact at a d.istance that' is harmless, 
and t,end to be comp'laCf..'lJt with art,illery fire unt:i.l 1.t gets 
on target. One ;_::"oC..:I,d~;ni.i occurred on the 28th of July '~lich 
is f'lGscribod in (mcl()sl~rc (J.) e' Re('on patrols have reported 
thts complnceYlcy on other 00cD,sions" . 

Recommendations. ---- . 
a ~ Thnt mnximum offor-ts be made to complete tho pro­

visionll1g of tho now fnmilyo£ radio equipment (AN!PRC-25). 

(~'YV\ YV\ CYV\_~.~.J 

S'. M. MORROW 
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The En 3-3 was called to the 4th Marines area to be 
briefed on an upcqming operation. At l700H the 3-; b~iefed 
the 1m staff and b\9.t,tery oom:nanders on the operation~ 
Known as Op~ration :'Hastingsif,it was to commence -the following 
day 11 July. Batteries "Hft ;'1" tlMn and nB" would ' 
participate along \dth other~ yet' to b~ designated. "Hastings ii 

~would be a combined ARVN, us~!C operation in the Dong Ha; Cam 
Lo area. The designated batteries prepared to road march to 
the objective area on 11 July 1966. 

llMu,x 

At 110020H a request for rules of engagement in case of 
hostile artillery or mortar fire from the DMZ was sent to the 
12th V.arines. 

At 110400H word was received from the 4th ~Iarines that 
a briGge at coordinates YD461399 had been dynamited by ve. 
The battalion was notified of the plan to transport Batteries 
ap' and ItMtf to Dong Ha via fixed wing aircz-att. A request for 
six l05mm helo slings was made at the same time. 

12 July 

At OBOOH the battalion commander made a reconnaissance 
of the OP Site and gun positions at Cam Lo in conjunction 
~ith the Commanding Officer, 4th :Marines. 

At 0900H the battalion 8-3 attended a planning conference 
at the 4th l>1arines OPt concerning altematetransport~tion to 
the TTHastings U area. ' 

Battery aM" cOlllii1enced moving personnel and equipment to 
the Phu Bai airstrip for transportation to Dong Ha via fixed 
wing aircraft at 1IOOH. " " 

At 11)OH Battery ItI" moved to the Phu Bai airstrip for 
further transport to" Dong Ha via fixed wing aircraft. An 
advance " party of the battalion survey section accompanied 
the air-lifted batteries and upon arrival put in a hasty posi­
tion a~a survey in the Dong Ha area (YDl16579) for the 
nigbt, since the batteries were not to move to" Cam Lo until 
the following day. " 

-1-
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At 1700H t:1e Battalion CO, the Battalion S-3A, and the 
Battalion FDC section departed Phu Bai tor Dong Ha via fixed 
wing aircraft. , 

• 

At,l900H the Battalion S-3 attended a planning confer~nce 
at the 4th ~~rines CP, concernin~ the lates~ developments on 
liHastingsn. ' 

13 Ju;l..,I 
, -' 

At 07)OH Headquarters Battery and Battery' ilBlt joined a 
convoy of other elements of Task Force Delta for movement to 
the Operation IIHastingsfl area.' No problems were encountered 
until appr()xima tel y 'OO-JQI ~ ~CQ' '~ COtIVt.)F' orrlvod :It' tHo Sott~La, .. 
River Bridge at YD 459400.,m.s bridge had been destroy~d -
by VC a ~ew days before and an ARVN' ferry was the only means. , 
available to cross river. The procedure was very Slow allowing, 
only two vehicles to cross- the river approximately every ten 
minutes. Consequently, due to the larg~numbersof vehicl.es 
in the convoy (68)' plus the ARVN vehicles that were reqlli~d 
to cross the 1"1 vp~. 'i~he completeeonvoy, (lid not finish cross .... 
ing' tno~ river -that, daltl,ll1dset :up' a det'fAS~ve "po.sit:fun, U' the 
vicinity of the firing sJ.te. 'IheBattaJ.I.on s.:) and ~DIIO 
effected liaison with the ~istri~~ Headquarters at Hai Lang 
(YD 418481). No incidents ocou~~ed during the night. 

At OBOOH the Battalion S-3A at:te,nded a briefing in Dong 

• 

Ha at the 2d Battalion, 1st Marines, CPo ,Plans were made to _ 
move the Task Force Delta CP and elements o£ the 3d Battalion,. • 
12th Harines. into Cam Lo on the afternoon. , 

At lO)OH the advance elements of Batt,ery nL~:. st~rted··to 
,'\rrive at Dong Ha. The :Battery commander' requested to stay 
at Dong Ha until all the battery' s eq~ipmen~and personnel 
had arrived. . , 

At 1430H the Task Force Delta Headquarters 'Coramaridant 
led the convoy to Cam Lo. The :Battali~n. O:Hill"ilander pointed 
but the battery pO'Jition areas and occ\.J.pation of the area, 
was begun. Priority was given t,o putting in .the .tactical 
"Tire. " 

Battery IIBIi, who had beEm pOSitioned" at ,in support 
of Task Unit Charlie since 22 June 1966 was to a. 
new posl tion area \-Ii thin the 'battalion ... ~'~:::~. ~'.:.:..~1~1:45~78:.:. 
This move was complete by 19OOH. J 

a.."",~ 
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Battery ltM" was designated as the Battalion. FDC until 
such time as complete communications were establ~shed ~nd 
the rest of the battalion arrived in position. 

At 19OOH Batte ry ::L ~1 arrived in the Battalion area and 
occupied a position at YD 115575. Survey ''las completed by 
1830B for all three batte!':i.es. 

At 0730H the remainder of t~e convoy had crossed a 
floating bridge ove r the Song 0 Lau River af¥er the ARVN 
worked most of the night constructing it. he convoy moved 
out at this time for Dong Ha arriving there without incident 
at l030H. At 1130H after receiving~ew infahtry security the 
HeadquClrters Battery and Battery "Bit, moved out on Route 9 
for Cam Lo arriving at 1150H without incident. 

Battery !iBn was shown its position area and occupied 
immediately at YD 117577. All batteries continued to im­
)Jrove position areas. 

!2 J\l.U 

At 0725H prep fires were cor~nenced for the landing of 
the 3d Battalion, 4th Marines.' At 0855H prep fires were 
commenced for the 2d Battalion, 4th·~~rines. In both cases 
20 minutes of prep fires were gi-ven. expending 780 rounds 
of mixed ~aliber"~rtillery ammunition. 

Light contact ",as made during the morning. During the 
afternoon a nunber of observed missions were fired with the 
most significant mission being fired b)r ,an A.O at lS40H who 
fired on a NVA squad in the open at YD 050653. Thirty-eight 
rounds of 105mm hO't'litzer HE were expended, killing 6 NVA 
confirmed. 

At 1030H the battery commander of the l07mm Mortar 
Battery reported to the Battalion OP to announce the arrival 
of his battery vlith four 4.2f1 mortars in Dong rIa from Da Nang. 
Ttn- mission initially given the battery was to provide 
artillery suP:,',ort in defense of the Dong Ha military facilities. 
Tne battery w~s decentralized for technical control and cen­
tralized for ta.ctical control. TWo more 4.2" mortars were to 
be flown from Chu Lai to bring the shooting strength of the 
batterY' \lP to six"·'tubes. 

It.·'· "'~'. 
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L~'""!Mr:-"i"T.'ii~~Ba;.::t::t:~~Y "L" ·apprehended 2 ve's ob'serving th~ir 
position. They were taken ~o the Task Force Delta GP for 
interrogation. 

l.2.lJ.!.~.z 
At 0630H K Co 3d :Sa'litalion, 4th Marines reported in 

contact ",ith amany!· NVA soldiers. Battery nBH expended 101 
rounds of HE. Surveillance wa.s 12 to 13 KIA probables. 

During the afternoon numerou.s unobserved missions were 
fired based on intelligence., In the early evening hours' . 
Fm. ... ce Recon inserted an OP nNieJ,),t St1cker lt at YD 9795.59 on 
Hil.l ,26i~, At 1858H ;INJght S1~ickera f:tredthree obsor,'ved ' 
missions on NVA soldiers :tn the tree l:~,.j.",e' and open at ID 
99656/h 82 rounds of l55mm How:ttzerammun1tlon"' were, fired 
killing a confirmed 33NVA soldiers.' , 

At 2155H KCo. 3d Battalion; ll-th ·~Ja.r1ne8 l"epor~ed 
:i.n heavy contact ana surrounded. Batt'ery :rB:: fired 35 l'ounds 
at ID 037637 with excellent effect on tai'get silencing all 
small arms fire. Forward o,bserver passed his personal 11'I'hank 
YOl1Y for getting them out of a tigtlt spot. 

At approximately l300H Lt McMullen, an FO,i4ith G Co., ,2d 
Battalion, 4th Marines was killed While engaged with the enemy .. 

lZ 'J1!)·Z ' e 
At. 0630H'Battery ItM:! displaced to a ne,:, position area at 

YD 098573 in order to extend the artillery fire'capability to 
the '!,mst, where it could mo~e adequ'ate1y 'support the 2d Bat­
talion, 1st Naritles and Recon patrols. Cont~ctduring the day 
was 'lJery light· and no, 'signif1cantm1ss1ol;lswere fired. 

At 1430H the l07mra Mortar Battery displaced by helo to 
YD 9f54563 in support of the 2d Battalion, 1st Marines. The 
battery w~s attached to the, battalion. 

IS Jull 

.At 0600H the battalion'fir~d a preparation f~r the helo 
landing of the 3d. Battalion,5tb ,~rines. " One-hundred and 
two rounds of l05inm howitzer ,ammunition ,we're expended. 

-4-
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, The atta110n was v1site(l'br ,tbt ,COftUl1all~~' Offioe.pof 
thEJ 12th M'r~nes during, the: '~4'lQQnt" ',: r',,;" , 

;, ~e to the heavy volume otk&l" ~r'81~~' ~bf' weN l>e1ng 
received 'I:Iy the infantry batta11qJ\~ Sob ,th.,."~ie~a~he "atta11on 
3-3 d.ecided to establish an Ii&I ,cen~~I'.S a bran", ot tbe 
battalion FDC. Battery ~i'" was "~8~~ate<;l: to, man the O,enter 
on a 24 hour, bas~e. The H&l,' ~nterf'mct~pn.dv'in a cOlJlpletely 
separate FDC and computed all. H&X' 8 1 'r .a].l\pa.tteries. Upon' 
c~.Yo~~,t4.R~:t.e H&I' at theqomplo'·d _da~a' wal eroum" to 
tth.t"'Bh~'tbeltltlon1 .. where It W." .,ot.eheOlce4'iud)A;hen .. 'ttansmitted o e a ere s. ;' : , "~,' , 
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Throughout, the 4a,. • large number Q,t ~~_"e4.'Jl18S1onB " 
were 'fired. At ~15B·'a VOllortar ,po&1t1pn ,wh1ch.as "attack­
ing the 1st Battalioll, lstHarinee ,WQs,.;att,tackri with, ~3Q ' - , ',' 
rounds ,of 105mm· howitBer amnrun1tlon~;( :1h1."mil.~~st~,-nc$.~· " 
the mortar located at YD 041.649.,At,.~13',Hthe 3,dJ3a~iQn" 
5th Marines reported: being' f1redOnb,Y, :Jautoma.tio,tfeapo1)$:. " 
Sl)venteen rounds of 15Sntnl howitzer .amm.unitioft_ we~"f~red" , 
silencing the!f'irer which"r::';~e.,m1ngrrom- YD -010605 ~ .. ,;-; 'J 

. At 2aOOHBattery ")In '~epor~~1i,-~~~prema~u~e" ~lnt'o£a fi"s~ 
howitzer round approximately. 10 i'ee't b'0II. ta. INlale. PPC 
Ernest D. MITOHELL, 216S57l1oallUfl.tC· DOW. ,OplPatriok 'R. 
mNT, 1973549/0844 U~ WIA,. 

" -'~l:·eNly...· , ," i :' \' .\. • 

"A heavy volume of observedfi'l-a,rWQa :.c·OIltinu8Q_,.~~hout 
the day. , At 2100H a' Battalion 'TOTwa:s fired on'the,:S03rct 
Regimental Command Post ,at YD 020622. 'Ot1.e .. hundreci::an<i 8,8ven­
ty-one rounds were expended 'on th:,1starget. : ''lb •. :SOU,l'Q8, ,ot 
the intelligence waSQ pr1soner.wilo wascap1iured trolll'~the ' 
~~~~~ '. 

22:July , .. I 

A heavy volume of ri~9~0p-t,AA!18d to be requested by all 
infantry batt~ions; however,' there were no missions of any • 
significance. ' .. ",: " 

23 JUly ~. .. 

At -O)OOH a member otBatt'erY""Fnonia "sec\l·rity' outpost 
shot and killed another outpost member. The dead Marine was 
from I'M" Company, 3d Bl!lttalion 4th ~r1nes and wasass1gned 

,as part·of the ·s.rtill'e:rYbattai:l:ol'ppef'~ter 'se~rt:ty •. 'He 
had gone forward of the > out 1>'0 At to::,W4-.-do'Wr't'-Without not'it'yil1'g 
all other members of thegaard~ 

! .• - (~. • .., "," • • '.- • 
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At 0035H intelli~nce sources revealed the location of 
three ;JVA lmi t command posts" These ta-rgets were attacked 
lJi th 65 !~()unds of 155mm hovT:l.t ~e r. am;nuni tion. 

At approximatoly lL!O()H) 100 to 150 rounds of :small arms 
8.l1d .:1~1 tomatic 1/fecpOns fire \':ere reeei ved in the Battalion 
cl.I'C3·'J. Ti.1e infStnt:L"'Y company D-0t.ing as security returned fire 
and CclI)tured tv,TO ve's. One, V~iet,namese girl, aged 11, was 
killed in the exchange.. No tJIarine casual ties were sustained. 

l~t approxim?tely 11~30H ont~ of the forW'qrd observers wi. th 
3d Battalion, 5th Marines repo:rted his company ::inned down. 
Nineteen rounds v-T81'e delivered by Battery iilvP upon which the 
FO's remarked on t,he beautiful effeot on target and the fact 
that the company was able to get outof·the area. Throughout 
the evening, numerous counter-mortar rr1issionswere fired 
which resulted in silencing the mortars, and on different 
occasions secondary explosions "'Tere observed. 

25 JuU 

kt approximately 0130H three :m1ss1'ons were fired on VC 
harbor sites and suspected mortar positions. Three seoondary 
explosions wel"'e reported by the observer. 

At 1400H the new 4th Marines Regimental CO, Colonel 
CEREGHINO, visited the Battalion CPas i'lell .. as the firing 
batt.eries. 

At 2100H 96 rounds of mixed calibers were delivered on 
a reported supply cache. 

Extremely strong winds wer~ experienced by" the Battalion 
t.hroughout the night. Extensive damage to canvas was sustained. 

26 ~u.~Z 

Dur-ing the morning hours some three hundred and forty. 
eight rounds of l05mm were expended on area neutralization 
fires in support of the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines. 

. . 
At 1615H Captain A. P. BAR~Y, Regimental 8-2, arriVed 

with two 155mm howitzers (towed). He was attached to itL " , 
4-/12 for the duration of the operation. Another officer and 
2 more howitzers \1Sre scheduled to arrive the following day. 

At l700H the Battalion received a message from CG, 3d 
Karine Division directing the expenditure of 4-000 rounds of 

a··~· .,"" -7- I WOO@~ ENClOSURf '~ 
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artillery per day. 
'. 

At approxin~tely 2200H a grenade expl~~ed near the 
, perimeter wounding a member of Battery::,ttE.t1 ,slightly. 

Origin of the explosion vIas never det-erlriined. The wounded 
Marine returned to outpost duty. -", 

. At 1930H, 324 rounds of 105m ammunition \-'Jere tired on 
NVA radio stations ,..1hich had been lOC:8ted by very :current 
intelligence. 

27 JulY 

At 0800H a preparation was fired for 3d Battalion, 5th, 
Marines. A total of 390 rounds were expended on this mission. 

At l400H Captain MCNEAL arrived wi thtwo more 1.55mm 
howitzers (towed). The officer was aS$igned to Battery "Lit 
while two howitzers were turned over to Battery nM". 

A TD-15 tractor also arrived in tne Battalion area. 
It was to be used to improve the individual battery positions 
by constructing' gun pits and ammunition storage pits, 

, At 1450H intelligence sources lQ$:ated an NVA "radio 
station at YD 15354-1, M4 108, rounds 'of ~105mm hwotitfe'r 
ammunition '"lere fired. at the ' target. 

Colonel READ! CommandingOft1cer of the 12th~~rines, 
visited i;hebatta ion at l;OOH. . - . " . . . , 

213 .Ju1l 

At 064.5H a high angle mission was, :fil'Bd ·at' 2 NV! soldiers 
crossing a stream at XD 923526. Dur1ngthe ad.justment, 5 more 
NVA soldiers' appeared in the location." I:t appeared to the 
recon pa.trol, who was adjusting the fire, that the artillery 
fire did not bother the NVA soldiers since they kept walking' 
as nothing had happened. Vihen fi're for effect was called in, 
the ~r1?illery was r1ght of tar~et. The recon patrol noted 3 
NVA KIA and 2 l'.llA. In fire for etf'ect Svolleys of' a l05mm 
howitzer battery were fired. During .. the tiM.ng at least 45 ' 
more NVA soldiers appeared in the are~.!,40re artillery was 
called in with excellent effect on target, and still more NVA 
soldiers appeared. At this point the raconpatrol·counted 
over 75 NVA soldiers in the iQ1P~c.·t area. The NVA soldiers 
1.,rere trying to remove their wo\~ded,a.n9..:d.f!d..There seeHled 
to be mass confusion as more and·more·artillery was brought 
in~ The recon patrol was unable to get an exact coun~ of the 

IM~_~~) 
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dead and wo~nded but ob~erved at least5S JIA and possibly 
more. The patrol could count at least 150 NVA soldiers, and 
theyestimated that there could be'200 more. \~en air came on 
station, they attacked the target, and the patrol moved out 
of the area so the air strike cOuld be ca~,led in. 

At ll)OH a mission was fired at an NVA radio site 
located in the vicinity of YD 053643. One~hundred and eight 
rounds of l05mm howitzer ammunition was expended on this target. 

The major effort 1,n the Battalion went towards the improve­
ment of the battery position areas. .Batte;ry "Mu dug its gun 
and ammunition pits with the aid of the newly arrived TD-l5. 

22 Ju1x. 

At 0800HBattery ilFn '\AlaS helo-lifted from its tOsition 
area oack to the SL'islU~s. ltt 100GH ttie!6rtlli" Sa t9Pv was 

. neJ:o-lifted to the ng a airstrip for return to its parent 
btganization .. ·· ~ 

Battery IILfT continued to improve its position by building 
gun and ammunition pits with tb.e TD.-1S tractoJ'. 

No contact was made during the day, bu~the volume of 
H&I's was ordered to be high t() keep the NVA unite off' balance. 

30 JulX 

At 0655H a 72 round~ TOT was fired by Batteries liBu and I 

aHa on a NVA bivouac' area at "YD 01;6 reported by 2d Battalion, 
1 at Marine s • 

Improvement of the positions wa~ cont1.nu.ed. Battery ilBli 
conpleted construction of their gun and ammunition pits with 
the aid of the TD-l5. 

At 1300H t\10 guns of Battery .. !lGa arrived. in position thus 
comnlencing the relief of Battery fTHIt. two guns of Battery 
"Hii departed at 1500H for the Phu Bai area. 

-9-
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Catholic and Protestant servioes we~s-c~ducted during 
the day in the battalion area •. During the morning hours 
three missions ,,"ore fi1"3d based on intelligence information 
reported from the Task F'orce Delta G-2. 'l\.'1o-h.undred and 
nineteen rounds of mixed caliber were fired on three targets 
located at YD 022637, 147502, and 147501. ; - . 

At lOOOH the remainder of Battery ::G:i headquarters and 
2 more gun sections arrived in the battalion position area. 
j.t 1l00H the remainder of Battery "Hit ; headquarters and 2 gun 
sections left for ?hu Bai with a R6ughRider. _ . 

Information was _received that Battery Itt" would depart 
on 1 August for Da Nang by fixed wing aircraf't. Battery aI:; 
was alerted to be prepared to move by helo to the Dong Ha air 
strip and for a further transportation by Rough Rj.der to Phu 
Bai at 1530H. 

1 Aue,yst 

The Battalion 3-3 .and Commanding Orficer,Battery iiQ:i 
went on a recon for a new battery position to be occupil~d 
during Operation t'Prairie ii • A location at YD 128588 was 
chosen. !L~ediately after the recon development of the 
yosition cor;lf'1Cnced • 

. /.t 0900H Battery :i!1t was helo-lifted to Dong Ha. One 
l05mm hO\lr.i. tzer was moderately damaged-in the move -when it 
",'lElS dropped from a height of 10 feet. 

At 1900H the last two guns from Battery ltH" lett by 
Rough Rider for Phu Bai. At lOl,HBattery tlLJlcommenQed 
departing by air for Da Nang. 

~.±O.9'i¥'ilt.le Battalion Cotnr:1aIlder reconnoitered the Dong 
Ha area for a pOSition ar~a for the two 155mm hwotizers to be 
positioned in that area. 
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Throughout the day Nork was continued in the new Battery 
:IG;I position area "dth the Battery moving into the position 
at 1400H. 

Battery itlv!i; sent the two Ba·~·tery liLfl 155mm howitzers 
to Dong Ha to occupy that position area at about l)OOH. The 
position area chosen was located at YD 248596. 

At 1730H the remailti.ng weapons of Battery tiM" moved 
from their position area into the Battalion perimeter. 

-11-
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" I AFTER ACTION REPCaT 

HlI.S'IlINGSJ 
~.' .... 

Air Suppo~ 

1. PJlanrrlinf, The planning phase of Operation HASTINGS presented very 
fow d1. m cu ti as. This is credited primari1:y . to thE!: tact that. previ ous­
ly formed continGency plana of, Ta.sk Force Delta· were 1mpllemented dunlng 
eperation HASTDiC'rS. In this reSpoct" the plans relied heavi~ upon the 
Lessons Loarnod of prior Task Foroo Dolta and Fourth Murine oper.ation.. 
Oloso coordination with the First Marina Aircraft vling and the' 1st ARVN 
Division insurod that aJ.l plans for air suppor.t were mutua.1JJ acoeptable. 
Host noteworthy of the planning phase is the ~'~~!:._all..!hree _~_~~_sJ 
Task Forco Del ta,F.i.rst Har-lne :'iircraft lAng &ad the 1st ARlIN DiVision 
insured that all-p'!ans'1'or at!' rupfjort 'hl't'nWifN.ny aelepta1'4-w" Host 
noteworthy of tho planni.ng phase is, the taot "bat all three tt.tts, Task 

110rce Delta, First Narina Aircraft Wing, a.n~\ AIWli My, had pre .. 
" 1n.ously worked together and had f01"!l10d into " operating "rboedures 

which had provon acceptable to all •. These as~oiationa generally guaran. 
toad smooth' planning and are creditC3d With e:xpt41ting Vle plWln1nC and 
allowing the fR.f)t reaction to the tactical siwation \hl.A Hasting. "re­
sented. 

2. 00nlerat1on and Coordination. Operation Hutings 1. 'he plann1ng aM 
executon Phases represents an outstnnding model of cooperation flJ'Id coor ... 
dinaticn. 

a. Planning Plan. 
, 

(1) Tho First }lIarine Aircraft 1rling' readily agreed to support ~he 
entiro roquiremonts establishod for Hastings. Add1tiona~, the Air . 
Wing assisted in the selection ot landing "ones which would meet the 
tactical requiremonts of tho c\:mcopt of operation and ottered tech-

f4.. --,and tactical assistance to improv8 V.a proposed Operation. Moat note­
c"" worthy was the rapid establishment of im advan~.fi.c,lJ).as~_~~~NG HA and 

an air control clement with t.~c TASK libroe Delta canmand Posfat CAM LO. 
• ' " •• "- • ~ < • __ •• ,~~ • • - •• - • 

(2) i.RVN urr:. ts starting adjacent operations planned thed.r air 
support roquirements to co~l:i.ment thoso ot li4stings rather than to C!l'Jn" 
f'lict with them. Their air lifts wero SCheduled '0 tollow Hastings 
lifts by a time period suffioient to allow stabilization ot the USHC 
tae tical si tua ti on prior to using US1-1C lift capability. This close 
coordination and cooperation is considerecl a prime tactor in tho order­
liness of the entire operation. Noteworthy is the agrearrant reached 
bot\mon lillVN and US-1C forClos to sharo resources. For example, it was 
agreed that ARVN forces e()Ul<l use US}10 a1.r 'whenever it WN ava:1.1able. 
Likewise, if an ARVN resouroe was more readily available, then USMC 
forces could ust it, i.e., ARVN observation a.i.rcratt (USAF FAC(A» would 
be made availabal to USMC torces it needed. . 

b. Exeoution PhasQ., During the execution of HAStINGS .. ooordination 
and cooperation wero outatanding, 

\ (1) The li'irst Horine J~ircra.ft. Wing established an advanced base 
'\ at DOllG lU~ and co"!lo.~~.e9. a command element wi. th the Task Force OF at 

OM-! LO. This enhanced tho oporation by·este.bUSflIn~f an anVIromant 
v.hD.l"o.in both amatiDn and around elsnonts had a mutual understanding of 

'I, Enolosure (8) 
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• • the capabilities and lim to. tions of oach other. This allo'ivoll :;r,J.I:imU~ 
utilization of the capabilities and minimum obstruction by tho Jirni­
tntions. 

(2) Co-location of the ARVN OP and the Task Force CP magnified 
cooperation and coordination between "00 ~wo. The exchange of ideas 
anu information was behoficial, but th(j1lAct~al exchange or resources 
was the param0unt benefi. t ~ ... Displaying"'litstanding cooperation, ARVN 
Forces groa tly assisted'-tM US!'1Q, effortA iv prov:Lc.tl.ng FAC(A) capabil-
ities thr~)uchout the operation. -'-il 

I ~" 
3. Execution.. Air support provided to. :.rask Faroe Delta during Hast-
ings was' cOlJunondable. General~, ,amp1e.,r.esources were made available 
to accomplish the mission." A:h-1tlQugh tl4EtleJ;icopters were often .. sub­
jected to ~eavy ~ire~ .~ey ~ll:~slled their:ml'SSlons to ,success.i'ul 0W-­
letion. FJ.xyq mllg altac'k support was' outsU:nding. on statIon a. r­
craft Here up..lizec;i to meet';t!a threat"during daylight hours, thereby 
assuring quick response ttl'lu1y situation. On several occassions this 
respo::se Has instrumental in the ultimate success. Night radar cont­
rolled bombing interdicted enemy routes of agrees ,and undoubtedly inf­
licted hecwy casualtios and confusam.:. upon the enemy. A summary of 
op era ti ons follows: 

a. Sorties nown 

(1) Helicopter 
(2) Close '1.ir Support 
( 3) In terdictiol'. 
(4) Radar Contrdled Bombing 

b. Ordnance Expended 

( 1) Dombs/l~apctln 
(2) 20mm 
(3) Helicopter Rockets 
(4) 7.62 
(:,;) 50 cal 
(- \ USAF/USN Ill'Terts 

c. Sup]..'lles/Tfopps nown 

(1) DANANG-OONG Hh. Transport 
( 2 ) H eli copter 
( 3) Helicopter 

10,769 
458 
782 
427 

, 1~1176 tons 
26,,840 rounds 

6.2 tons 
~91,099 rowJ,ds' 

;·iI.t8,,010 rounds 
not oounted) 

: 110 Tonsl dail.f " 
140 Tons/daily 
600 lroopa/~ly 

4. Lessons Loorned. NalW of the lessons learnecr are not truly 
lessons :'o"rned, but rather amplification of preVious lessons learned 
from past operations. As such, they support the need for oont1nual~ 
reviewing past lessons luarneu and part1cu1arly as they apply to "in 
country" operations. 
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n.. Nucd for a I1.SC. 1.1 though 11 Dl.SC was present throughout the 

operation, Hastings st~nds as an outstanding example of the noad for 

a full fledged Dl~SC during an operation of its magnitude, scope, and 

remotenoss rronfotlrGl"-:or3!~tt1eS. '1m 1n1t1a1 MSG, an exped­

ient until the main DA.SCcow..d be eSW"bl::tSlf(fi!r,t1'td a m:mtnendable job 

within its capabilities, but the size arxl rapidity of the operation 

ear~. appeared to pass its l1.mitations:Rec.ommendat:l~ It isre­

commended that a full l'ledgeQ mobile DA.SC be ,estabt!BhiC! to accomp- . 

aIr¥ opera.tions such as Hastings anQ that it be package480 that it 

can be eithBr praamPlaoed or be amPl~oed on 24 hournotLce. . 

b. Co-locution of Comnand Posts. The oo-looat4,on of CPs ot .' 
Task Force Deita, First Marine Aircraft Wing oaun.and elements, and 

A.RVl~ uni ta, was used on Hastings. Again, it proved to be inval~ble. 

Recomendation It ie reeanmended that whenever posd.ble alloanmancis; 

engaged in an operation or adjacent operations co-locate their CPs 

and that this oo-loca..tion involve the physical aide by side plac.e­

menta of the operations centers and tire support ooord;\.nat1on oen~­

ers. 

e. Co--location of the Hel101ter A.dvanced Base With the Task 

Force OP. Althougli tEe llr Wing it! a oanmand dement 'oo-located 

With the Ta.sk Foroe CP, .pace limitation at the Bite prohibLtedoo­

locating the helicopter advanoed base nth the CPa Aocordingly, it ' 

was located appl'Ox1J!1&tel1 7 miles 8Wl\V at an alreacV es1fa,bUshed air 

fiold. Its retlVJteness ti'aI\ the T~sk Force Ca'lsed oarUnunicationa 

problans to enter SCIIle deiay in 1'\;1 z."pon.Mless to the needs of 

the Task Foroe. Remenda;.t1pn It 11 1-eOCl!lll1end.8d that whenever . 

possible that the h~ oopter aavanoe4" base be oo.olooatQd with the 

_ Task Force CP. It 1a further reoOl'lnended, that this be a major oon­

:liderat1on in the seleotion of tuture OP sites. 
t· . 

;,,'1. 4. ration. Most import-

ant in a or g rospon veness , y e operation was 

. tbe support of the operation qy a. package 'at a1J."Oraf't rather than by 

i~~vi.(\ually assigned drcratt andmils1OM. KAa-16 WN aBSif!t a 

~l.Y;·~iJ4beJ." of airOraft to wppozot the operation. 10 ooiiCling ,in ' 

~,planm.n,g, tbe Commanding General couleS wOl'kwltb1Ji the fiexib11-

Ur ~n<;l ~apa __ :u.~ of th08e a;i.roratt. RecOllllleftdat1on It 1. re- ' 

oo~onded that wh".~er posSible that he1!cop\er adia.notd bases wi th 

4115ign~d hpU"pptel'S '~,;, established to support op .. at1oni, thereby 

~"4ng ~ne ~aer 1ih. ,flexLbiliv contained tbere1D. 
, .. ,'." 

~" "~;tJi,iftTAOACa~a¥l1~~. Operat1onH •• U~,. viVidly dis· 
lYRiAIt ~,~~obie"~~ 1011 rm ,,'rA~/FAC(A) oa~~»-•. (,i)' En'~ , 
though contaot was established whioh was otten O¥\r_elt' 4~~r the 

terrain often kept the FAC trora controlling air Sit1k8S becaUSe the 

en~ walJ: able to oloae to It 'houlde1'to shoulderu ' r~e' before de-' 

taction. Undet those c:LrcumatanoesJ obaenat.1C111 oapab:l.l1~ i8 man­

ator,y to detect ~e en~ prior to contact. ,tkCA/FAO(A) capability 

is neoElssary in this same enviommant to usist thePlC in disting .. 

~uishing between friendly am en~ fQroes. .kddi Ucmall1, ,because 

. - "",. _'_.~L_ 
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of the restricted visibility due to tropical terrain and canopy, 
the TAC/F'ii.C(:.) is noodo.l to conduct most air strikes immediately 
reaoTed 1'1'01:1 the F.j-~C' s, front. Dlll'ing Operation Ha.stings, the USAF 
provided 2'{9 hours of FAC(iI.) capability and the U.S. Army provided 
340 hours of observa tion/FaC (A) oapabili tur. Without this oaps-· 
bility, nearly all fo~al obsorvation would have been lost and 
approximately 90% of postive control TACA/FAC(A) capability would 
have been lost or in need of replacement frc:.m USMC resources. 
Recommends tion I t is recommended that prior to all future operat .. 
ions' obsorvation TACA/FA.C(A) capability be given priority oonsid­
eration. Onoe the operation starts, it is often too late to con­
sieior the need, tor the resouroe may well be exhausted. ' 

f. Economical Use of on Station Air On station alert air­
craft is the qUickest aerial response to a threat; however, if not 
used, it beca:nes;,e~expenaive since it dilutes resources. 
During Hastings, secondary ta.rgets were so abmdant that is was 
possible to keep on station air as a counter to an en~ threat and 
to divert it to secondary targets just prior to its returning to 
base if it were not otherwise used. This allowed an outstandtng re­
action capability combined with a block b,y,fire and interdiction 
capabili ty. Reoommenda tion I t is reconmended that whenever poss­
ible the,prooedure of using on station air for reaction be adopted, 
but that it only be dona when the threat is su1'ficient to warrant it 
or when secondar,y targets are av~ilabla. 

g. Formation BOI1lbin~. Arollght strikes were used extensivly to 
interdict enemy concentrations. Although these are extremely, 
affective as far as area coverage is concerned, the,y are lacking in 
desired responsivon8ss ~lnce it takes so long to procure a strike. 
Accordingly, it remains to find a substitute. to replace the Arc­
light in shock effectiveness. On one occasion during the operation, 
a mass USHC fo~ation flight with 39 tons of ordnanoe was used to 
bomb an enany concentration. While still not approximating an Arc­
light, it was most effective and more responsivo to the Task Force 
needs. Recomrnon<iation It is recommended that a search be made 
wi thin USMC resourc,es to procure a strike capabili ty more nearly 
approaching the 1I.rclight in shook effect and total effeotiveness. 
FOr[,lation bombing controlled by the ASRT might well be a good de­
parture in thi s search. 

ivoness rev aw 0 era on as ~ngs pro uoes, very ew meamng­
ful battle damage assessments for air strikes. Th:l.s was dU(3 partly 
to the heat of battle but more nearlY the donse cano~ and diffioult 
terrain. Under these circu!'Iltanoes B~ was all but impossible to 
obtain. Time after time, aircraft engaged autanatio weapons fire, 
or even AA firo, only to silenoe the fire and report "Exoellent 
coverage of area". There can be no doubt 'the air, strikes were 
eJ.'fective, rut a "bocU count" will never 8upportthat thought. 
Such a count was . aa!ie impossible due to tne':'rapidity of the 
m...r-t'Tound battle, th8~.\aense cnnopy and difficult terrain. 

! 
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Recommendation It is recommended that the effectiveness of ai r not 
be based on a Bn.:. basis and that BD.rl. be used tor informational pur­
poses only. Further, it is recommended that new criteria be eat­
ablished for meas'\lring ~ for air strikes, i.e., if 200 troops are 
in a known area and the attack area is judged 80% oovered then the 
B~ would be judged 160 KIn probable. 
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« , PSYCHOLoarCAL WARFARE 

OPERATION HASTINGS 

lS0800H July 1966 to O)lJ2rot Aug 1966 

EISSIOlJ. The mission of Psychological War/are operations is to support 

combat operations and to assist oivilian agencies in the control and 

administration of· the adjacent hamlets) to preolude the necess1 ty of 

mass destruction ot land and property; and to limit, as much as possible, 

tho loss of Marine lives, as well as those of' the Vietnamese civilians 

and the Viet Cong. 

OBJEnTIVES. The objective of Psychological Wartare ita Operation Hastings 

was tal (1) ~rengthen the credibility of Hariile Oorps ,might by creating 

'in the minds of the VO-l'IVA, belief in the futility of their operationSJ 

> ,i') to provide wS1s and mean whereby the weaker members of the VO-NVA can 

return to the recognized government without fear tor themselves or their 

faniliesJ 0,) expose the; weakness ot the VC4NA and their oanmunistic 

regimes, and to show their failuro to satisfy human needs and dignity. 

Cm!CEPT. Subordina. te uni. ts, coordinated by' thi s headquarters, would 

imploment PS'/ohological Wartare programs in conjunction with higher 

headquarters, U.S • .Amed Forces and Republic or Vietnam .Armed Fcrces. 

W~m:UTIES 

1. TASK FmO! DELTA 

a. Task Force Delta had, within its own oapab1lities, one loud .. 

speaker unit with tape recorder which could be mounted in aircraft tor 

live or taped broadcasts, vehiole mounted for Uve or taped broadcasts, 

or could be groun~ountod and used tor live or taped broadoasts • 

. ~ '-
", b. Ta:Jk Force Delta had the ca.pabiUty of leanet drops on a 

1~1~ec1 area coverage such as trd(~ht be requested by a unit in oontact 

Qri';a \q'4ck run roquiremellt. 

ft ~UPPOllTItlG roRCES 
,",,' 

, h .\cWisotr Team ). MACV, pl;ayed the major support role in 

OperaUc)n ~4"t1ng9 b1 daily 8yhedUled lee-tiet drops and taped broad­

Q~:jtr~t: 'TwatJ'!~O aircraft dS:1.ly dropped 200;000 \~af1et8 on each night 

Al\4 t.~PG4 broadoa.f.lts ranr;Lng fran one at1d one6halt hoUl's to three hours 

eaem ·night.· One 0-41 tJiroratt, used at night. dropped some 600,000 

lea.flets per night, on a ono flight a night schedule. 'OM hour and ~ " 
a halt to four hour broadcasts were conduoted. These airoraft were , 

also availa.ble and utilized for on oall spacial drops and broadoasts. 

During the nineteen da¥s of Operation Hastings, an est:.iJllated 16,000,000 

leafiets were dropped on sixteon weather parmi t ting d&ys. An estimated 

92 hours ot taped broadcasts ware also conduoted. 
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• • b. P;c':maper Unit 1 of LSF eTG 76.5 provided ground and 
r, live an" t:::crori. bro<J.dc[~sts on two special requests by Task Force 

.) It a.. This unit also made a leanet drop of safe conduot passes on 
..he morning of o2080oH AUG 1966, in a special objective where in­
telligenco reports indicated a number of straggler/deserters. RESULTS. Resul ts of Psychological Operations of this type are very 

diTficul t to dotermine. Effect on the morale of VG-NVA troops oan­
not be nll~ evaluated. nor can the number of deserters defeoting to 
the South ol"'''I'e'ttu'ning to the Nor~,h duo to Psyops. The operation 
did, hO'1'sJcr, show indications of Payops interest in that a number 
of K!:.A7,.L,n,:captivcs had psywar leaflets on their person. Four NVA 
defectors wero credited to ps,ywar. Three of the defeotors 'were 
officers [,'ld one a private first class. All surrendered with safe 
conduct passas. 
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4th M·'.rinos (Rdn), 3'_1rJ'1rino Diviabn(Rain), FMJ.I' 

FPO, SCi.n Fr.:'.ncisc', 96602 

C. ITlman.:1ng Officer, 1st Frcu Rl.'Cin c. 
c: lTIr.l~~n·:ing Officer, 4th }Il·'.rinus 

Cmb·.J.t i>ftur J'l.ct:\,.n Rvp' rt (Op<.;r:·~ti'n H~stings) . '-

Enel: (1) Ovorl.:.~y f Opl..r~ti'.n l.ren. 

2. 15 July - 031200H l~Ug U66 

4. C rnnnn' 1 Hi)a,~cl\l'.\rtors e ')-1 C:. to': wi th Hq T'·.sk F~ reo D:>l ta.. 

$. Ti.Sl( ORG-.NIZ,I. "ION 

MaJr COLBY 

, 

co, Dot i_, Roen Gr ... ,up Brav; 

CO, l~t F:.rco Ree ,n 

CO, C,.' .h (-) 3d Rue 'n Bn 

1st PIt, C· i~, )(1 Roon Bn 

2d Plt, Or D, J~ Rec n Dn 

5th Plt, 3d Ree"n Cc 

Mi\j " r COLBY 

C:lptain BEST 
lstLt TERRYBONNE 
2~l1t BUHL 

3d PI t, C B, 1st Roc.in Gu 

6. SuPf "rting F reus 

lstLt O'OONNELL 
lstLt GREEN 

. ~ 

i1. 1·~.G-16 supp ,rte,: thv r0C mnaissanco (;ff·'rt with a c:ircct fr::>.g 

.)1' )1olic"7pt'crs. 

b. 3/12 supprtc'; tho rec' nn,i.iSEF'.nc~ .1'rcrt by pl .... cine l;.I'tillt)Iy 

piCC0S in I 'i roct Bupp, .. rt f rL'Cnn·.~isst'ncc clements. 

c. Thc sUPiJ' rt ,1ffr,:ll(~ by tho .. '.b ·vo units W'.\S timoly.m: offuct­

iVG. M st inserti ns-nl~ ~xtrc\cti.ns wero by helic'pter ;-mcl -nly 

scll>m was tho schodulel~ time mis()c(~. The effectivone5sf th.:i 

i.rtillcry supp~)rtcn.n be ju·lc;cc'. by tho frl.et rCC,nn';\1s~Fl.neC elemants, 

kill,;'-. 99 'NVA cnfirm,c: with 'crtilloTy, 123 probable killed rilld 

37' \¢"()umluu_ 

7. IntolliL:0nec. 324B NV~1. Divisi:,n wv.s .. rop:rto:.l l'cato'1 in tho 

I)Jrr~tine :,rCil. ,\8 thopern.tir.n pr"grossQ,l, a.11 thro~ f tho 

rqpJ1Fmts f this Divisin wore: ic'.ontifibi1' in tho "por.!1ttng 5h.f\. 

8. l~.:.ssi, n. T~ pr, vi,!c c'J.rly wn.rning "f cncnu m vomcnt int,; -:md/,r 

ut ,£ tho Ta~k Frce .,bjective m'CQ .•. 
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9. Concept of Oporationtro maintain a continuous reco~sanoe ~ 
scroen areund""tli'o"Task Force objective area laying particula.r II! 
emphasis on natural avenues of approach. ~ .. 'It 

)(- 10. Execution. RE;cormaissance elements were inserted 2 mes in as 
m8.11iV different locations to provide the required inform en. The 
roconnaissanco effert oommenced 15 d~s_pr1or to the actual start of 
Operatien Hastings during which time the enenw was located and his 
prinoipal routes of movement identified. The subsequent sohane of 
maneuver of the Task Ferce was based ... on t.his information. The areas. 
covered by recon insertions are depicted on tho averlAW' {tlncl .(1)1. Of 
primary significance is the close coop era tion between reoon and. a.l 'tillery. 
General Support artillery was placed frequently in direot support. . 
On one occassion, a 5 man reconnaissanoe team observed approximately 250 
NVA 400 meters from their position. They called in artillery ldlling 50, 
then callod in fixed wing air on the remainder. The first bomb, a 
2,000 pounder '\oms right .on target. This patrol was conducted 26064,H 
- 290753H Jul;y" 1966 and the ocntact occured 280645H - 280830H. (See 
Opo 45-66 and resulting patrol report). No USMC ca.sualties. \. 

ll. Rosul ts 

a. NVA 

vITA( C) 

41 

b. USHC 

KIA( C) 

15 

WIlL(P) 

323 

KIA 

o 

KIA{P) 

o 

\rrrA -
6 

KBArty( C) J\BA.rtz(p) 

99 144 

I1IA -
o 

c. CDftured. 2 ohican pistols" maps, overlays, unit roster, three 
packs, assortod individual equipment. 

d. Lost, 7 weapons. 6 destroyed in fi.re resulting when 
helicoptor-crashed. 

12, Administrative Matters 

a. No rosupply. 

b, No maintenanoe. 

c, Casualty evacuation by helicoptef. Well and til'lely exeouted. 

d, Transportation genora1ly be helicopter. Normal:l3' good, 

e. Communications by PRC-25, Radio relay Sites and airborne 
radie rela y both utilized to maintain contact wi th pat,r<)ls. 

f. None. 
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!'I.. The UH-IE slick w.:'..s uSO(~ oxtonsively !:or insortin~~ an,' ox­

tr8.ctinc sm.".ll tenms. It ;,r "Noel invnlunblo. F'r m'rc flexible thnn 
the UH ... 34 r CH 46 f'r SlTlr'l.ll to:llnS. 

b. The Arrc.n[;OlTlcnt whoroby rcccn clements e~ll ·,'1roctly tc the * :~s fr "rtillery su>~,'rt is ,no c;r tho best in·v:.J.t1'·ns .. ,r this w:::r. 
Roen clemonts are Po. truly .,~cr:.:u.y f:,roc h1ctinf~ in 3m:.nc enemy units 
wi th this c' ~}'~bili ty in h,"ln(~. It ~~r' 'vc<1 1 tsel! frequ~ntly . n this 
"':cr,'citi: n. , , 

c. holic 'i ters wero frC".l;;:;oc~ c'.ircctly t,: roe'n m'I,cr:lti:m 
Hastin:.;s. This onsuro.1 rallid ros~ '..nac t, tho reennaiss[\1lco re­
quiromonts ·f th,; C'ITIIl:tn('.in;:: Gonvr·'ll ~.~ allwoc! maxilllW'll hexibillty 
in tho roem cff·:rt. This ('.iroct fra£.{ is onc.urnr:od f·;·r futuro 
'i,,,,ruti'ns whc.rc rcc':nnaiss::!llOO is or.;cctcc1 t" plHy a mflj,r r:~lo. 

14. O'Jmmr.n ~ors Z\n::.lysis. Fr"ln tho rue l'l!!aiss:~noo st[\.n,~~.i.,lint, this 
w~s :l :: 'r~ ~ or, ti(·n. M .st.! tho room skills wore usoe: ,::.n(~ user~ 
well. The 1m, rtnnco f tho rcc'"n/::.rtillcry lJa.ok.~~:o, whon roc~n is 
'.cr'::'.tin.,; within Ilrtill(;ry rr.n'o, c:nnt bo .vor OO\i·h."l,S1zo(~. 

1,. Reo mmon!~!:\ti.ns. Th·:!t t\ m!:\,i r roc'i1!i::dssancc cffrt bG n ~t 
ct. . D.'f¥ W.ge . op,ardlcn. ..' . 'L. 
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HlUAJ)1UARTERS 

1 at Battalion, 3 d 11arinee 
3 d Marine Di vi sion (Rein), FHF 

FPO San FranciBco 96602 

Corrrna;:-ilin<>; Of.::'i..:: '3:': 

Commandin:; GC'l1o'('al, )2 MarinI" Di'V'ision 
Commanding Office~, 3d Marines 
Cornmn~din~ General, Task Foroe Delta 

3/RAN/ddh 
3120 
19·1'l.ug 1966 

Addendum #1 "Marine Corps Ni_.J~t9~a H to 1st Battalion, 3d 
Marines After Aotion Report ~ ()!lu'ation HASTIUGS 

lnj DivO 3100. fa 
b RegtO ;120.1B 
c 1 at Bn, 3d Mttr After Action Report, Operation HASTINGS 

1. During Operation HASTINGS this Battalion encountered three pro­
blem areas which are oonsidered worthy of note and possible oommand 
aoUon. 

a. Reoonnaissanoe elements were frequently inserted into a 
Bo.ttalion zone of action without consulting with the Batta.lion on 
planned operations in the zone or whether or not the Battalion oould 
handle the reconnaissance mission within its own zone. On one 
oooasion, a reoonnaissance element was erroneously inserted on Qn 

objeotive which this Battalion was preparing to seize and two ~em­
bera of the reconnaissAllce team wore injured from preparatory fires 
oolled on the objoctive by this Bnttalion. See paragraph 10b. (12) 
of reference (c). 

Rooomnendations I That reconnaie SAlleo wrl ts op~ra te primarily 
in reoonnais88noe zones and that thoir employment within a. unit's 
zone of action be closely coordinatod with thnt unit prior to in­
sertion. 

b. BoundAries and Firo Coordination Lines between adjaoent 
Battalions were frequently ill-defined and had to be rosolved by 
mutual agroement between the battalions concerned. This cauecd 
some delays in the delivery of supporting arms fires becauso tho 
highor headquarters FSCC was not always well informed on the oxnet 
loontion of boundaries and Firo Coordination Lines. 

Recolll!1endationc That boundaries and Fire Coordination LinGS. 
between units be assigned by a oommon superior headquarters. 
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o. Helicoptor flights often restricted the use of supporting 

l'.1"me. On numerous occasions mortnr nnd artillery firo haa- to bo 
stoppod beoause of heliooptor flights in or ncar the target oron 
and on other occasions artillory bnt~o~~os could not fire becauso 
of helicopters opcrntine no~ the [~ti~lery positions. Long dol~e 
in obtaining prep?xatory firos on objectives wero caused by holi­
oopter flights in tho area. 

~1JrI_e!),gQ1;i,Qn.:. That air act1v1 ties be closely ooordinated 
with grou:ii. w, l ~:') [,~1c'1 [lU:)l)orting arms so that routine resupply and 
t'\Clministl'C."t:'"JC flights do not i"to:rforo with ground fire support 
by indiscri.nlndc ovc!'flight. Tho uso of helioopter a.pproaoh and 
rotirern0r:t '.iUl(~S or somo othor sui tnble control measure is con­
sidored noc0ss~xy. 

..' " 
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HE..DQU • ..RTERS ' .. (;." 
4th M:.'.rinos (Rein), 31 Ihrino I>ivisi~·n(ReiJl), 00' 

. FPO, So.n Fr0.ncisc.', 96602 

Fr·;m: C.mmdn.:ingOfficcr~ 1st Frcu Rocen 0. 
T ; :; lilm:.~n ~ingOffi.ccr, 4th !'Lrinus . 

,.:! .• 

Subj: C mb'.l.~ ~ftl)r J .. cti n R0P rt (Opcr,:;t1'n Hastings) . .'-. 
. 

Rof: (a) RCGtO )120~3 

Encl: (1) Ovorl.;;\y .. f Op\..rL1.th·n .~rCll 

3. QUJ.lm TRI Pr"vineo, RVN, prim:trily ill C,J1 LO District. 

4. c 'rnm:~n'\ HiJa,!quartors c~-I c·.tc·~ w1\h Hq T~~Bk F:roe Ikllta.. 

co, Dot i., Roon Gr-..up Br:w; 
CO, 13t F reo Roc.n 
CO, C·} J~ (-) 3d Ruc'n w 
1st PIt, C JI., 3(1 Rocn Bn 
2d P1 t, Cr' D, Y Recn Bn 
5th Plt, 3(. R~e,"n Cr.;: 
3d 1'1 t, C B, 1st Hce,;n 0:.1 

6. SUpp "rtin~ F rcos 

Mnj"r COLBY 
M. tj 'r OOLBY 
Captain BEST 
lstLt TERRYBONNE 
2'1Lt BUHL 
In tLt 0 'OONNELL 
lstLt GREEN 

i).. LG-16 SUP1) 'l'tc·: tho roc mnnissnnoc L;ff'rt with a. /irt::et !rag 
·.if holie j tors. 

b. j/l2 supp rto< tho rocnn.:1.iss·'1.nec.: effc:rt by pbcinG ~;rtil1ory 
pioe~s in ,'ircct supp."rt f rc.~nn::\iss.:'\nco oluments. 

c. Tho SUpl) , rt n.ffr,:or.! by the .:b 'vo units W',\S tirnoly.m: afflict­
i vc.. M st insort! ns.n': .. xtr~Letins w~rc by holie ptcr :m<l :nly 
scl,>m was tho schodulo',~ time rais.<lc(l. Tho offoctivonessf tho 
.. rtilLry supp; .. rtcrm be ju lc;oc: by tho f:lClt roc .,nm\iss:~ncc clements 
killer. 99NV4' c:n.fil"m,C: with ·'.rti11on", '1;23 probable killed oml 
37' i.,.ounclu:1. 

7. I'1~olli~oncc. 324B NV.1. Divisi,n wC'.s rop'rt<d l'cnto(1' in the. 
}J,)r·~t~nt~ :~r(,n. ,\s tho por:>.ti.-n pr"gross,o,l, a.ll throo f tho 

rcp,imonts f this Divisin woro i(~ont1f1Q11 in tho . !)cr~ting ~.'.rl;f\. 

8. l"lissi' n. T. pr,vh~o olrly w.:.rning : t oncnv m V0mont int, -:,nd/)r 
ut 'f the Ta~k F rco .bj0ctivc nrcn. 

Enolosur.e (If) 
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9. Cono!!l;t of Or.",r.atlon. ( mainWn a oontf'mous reco~noe 
sereon around the Task Force objective area laying particular 

emphasis on natural avonues of approach. 

10. Execution. Rocormaissance elements were inserted 72 times in ua 

many di.f'ferent locations to provido the required information. The 

roconnaissanco effort commenced 15 days prior to the actual start of 

Opera.tion Hastings during which time the ene1l\Y was located and his 

principal routes of movement identified. The subseCJ.uent schane of 

maneuver of the Task Force was based~on this information. The areas 

Covered by reCon insertions are depicted on tho overl4t ~ ~ncl .(1)1. Of 

primary si~nificance is the olose cooperation between racon an<.l a1 tillexy. 

Oonor<?l Support artillery wns pla.ced frequently in direot support. 

On one occassion, a 5 man reconnaissance team observed approximat~ 2;0 

NVA 400 meters from their position. They oalled in artillery killing ;0, 
then called in fixed wing air on the remainder. The first bomb, a 

2,000 pounder \'Tr:.s right on target. This patrol was conduoted 260645H 

- 290753. ,Tuly 1966 and the contact occured 280645H - 2808.30H. ( See 

Opo 4.5 ... 66 a.;.d resulting patrol report). No USMC casualties. \ 

11. Results 

a. NVA KIA( C) 

1; 

KIA(P) 

o 

KFA KI:A rty ( C) KBilrty( p) 

Vllil.( C) 

41 

b. USEe 

WIA(P) 

.323 

KIA -
o 

5.0 99 144 

WIA HIA -
6 o 

c. Caeturod. 2 chicam pistols, maps, overla.ys, unit roster, three 

packs, assort~d individual equipment. 

d. Lost. 7 weapons. 6 destroyed in fire resulting when 

helieopter-cr~Bhod. 

12. Achninis tra ti ve Me. tters 

a. No resupp~. 

b. No mnintenance. 

c. Casualty eva.cU:l tion by helicopter. Well and til'lely executed, 

d. Transportation generally bo helioopter. NormalJ.y good. 

e. Communications by PRC ... 25, Radio relay sites a.nd airborne 

ra.dio rela y both utilized to maintain contact With patrf)ls. 

f. None. 

2 Enolosure (10) 
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13. it:0ci~l Equirmont and Tochni~uoa 

I'l.. The UH-1E slick Wo.s usod oxtonsively for insorting (lnr~ ox­
trClcting smn.ll tonms .It ~)r wed invo.luo.blo. F;.lr m:re nexlblc th::m 
tho UH-34 ,r CH 46 f~)r sm<\ll to.:.llnS. 

b. The arra.n/Jomont whereby roc<>n clements ca.ll llirootly tc the 
guns f :r'!rt1l1ory SU:.ii/~rt is ,.~no ~;f tho bost :In·vo.ti~lns nt this w~r. 
Roc'~n clemonts arc I'l. truly ,~on.~lLf t·~,rce hiding in among on~ uni ts 
wi th this c:·~.J~bili 1{y in hanc!. It iJr Ivetl i tacIt frequontly '·n this 
·T~r.:\ti:n. 

c. Holic'i-ters wero .rrr"l::'~od t".it"GctJ,y t:· 1'oo'n. )n:'r,orntion 
Ha.stin:.:s. This onsuro,! rapid ros~)' .. nse tc' tho rOC :nnaissance roo. 
quir(J'!lonts .. f the C·ZIII\r.nt~nt: Gonor~ nn.~ a.ll,welt. ml:lXimum hex1bility 
in tho roc:m ci'f·:rt. This I,'iroct trag is ono;urnt:ed t':lrfuturo 
~,,, .. ro.ti .. ns whoro roc:'nnaissf.llloo ~s ox;,)ootod t", play 8 mnjit rGlo,~ 

14. 9'Jmmr.n :CI'S ~n::'lysis. Fr'~m tho roc: nr:alss;,~n6o Itan,~j:i,'lnt~ this 
was n C c~ ~ crrti!cn. M ,st ,'f tho roc',n skills Wi,)\'O uace. <l1l(~ user~ 
well. Tho 1m, rtEUlcof thO roc;,n/nrt111ory lJack;l~O) when roc.;n is 
'\crc.tinl within artillory rnni:o, c:'nn:t be .vcr anrhnsizort. 

1$. Roc mmonr.~1.\ti.,.'ns. That n mll.1r roc'lJriaissa.ncc off ,rt bo n ~ 
of· .. Slf.i\.iio:'opal'atlcn.'· ,:", 'L 

3 Encl 'sura (l~ ) 
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DADQUARURS 
'5d. Marine Dlvblon (natu). J'MF 

Ff'O, San Prano1eoo 96602 

35967 

hom. CommMding General 
'l'o. COJllIIIMd11l8 General, III Marine AlIphibioua Foroe 

Subj. J..iarine Corps riatters Addandwa to Oo.bll~ After Aotlon naport, 
Operation H.A.:-rJ'INOS 

Enol. J (1) Ltr trOll ,4 Dnt 4th MaX' VWl!ltVdld Ser. 00,0-66 or 11 Aue 1966 
1( 2) ttl.' from let Bn. 54 liar YRAtijddh ,120 of 19 Aug 1966 

1. Hmloeuree (1) and (2) ..re torwarded eeparatelT froa the eoabat After 
Action Report tor Operation HAS'fll'GS, •• the}, pertain 1II>8011'1oa117 to in­
ternal Marine Corps utters. 

2. The probleflle ooncerniner 01088 ail: .\Wpor', allplo)"8tll\ of reoomah • .-aoe 
elements, aasigrLlll8llt ot boundar1e. and tire ooorcUllattoa lw., IUld lack of 
ooordination betwean helicopter fllShte and 8upport1Rl er .. Which are die· 
ousBed. oould have been avoided had docuinal paoUoa. been ellplo,yed II,. 
IUlits Md indiv1dua.ls oODOerned. InsUQOtiona ~ala.'~ to the probl ... 
vhloh were encountered and to thai" aoluUon are to be publllhe4 to all 'J4 
i'laX'il18 Dlvhlon units. 
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HEADQ,UARTJmS 
3d Battal10n~ 4th MarinAs (-) (Rein) 

rine Division, Fleet Marine Force 
/0 FPO, San Franc~p.o(h 96602 

r:,r/ i":;:~~'l;~;'- :.\ 

4TH MA"I~ES (~EIM) 
S&C FILES 
bbos~~q __ 

.r.; f,'Un"" .'~'''' ~;::'. )fWEM/dld 

M~~~j6~~~UW~~[ID'CCO;'~ 'J;J~'''(', ':r'.;"J ~iOXugust. 1966 
, ,'__ t)(.J ,5 ().~ # '"' 

ADDENDUM TO AFl'ER ACTION REP6RTorr~ImATr~N HASTINGS 

Ref: (a) DivO )lOO.lB Ch#2 

1. In accordance with referenoe (8) this Addendum to After 
Aotion Report on Operation HASTINGS is submitted. 

2. AIR SUPPORT. 

a. No problema were enoountered with A1r Support during 
Operation HOLT. During Operation HASTINGS several problem 
areas w,re brought to light. These incidents generally 
involved a lack of adherence to establ1shed procedures, 
Tho following paragraphs will attempt to point out these 
incidents end br1ng about are-emphasis of the procedures 
not being adhered to~ 

(1) On the first day of Operation HASTINGS the Bat­
talion Air Officer was unable to contaot any hel1-
copters inbound to the Battalion Landing Zone or in· 
the vicinity of the Battalion operating area. It was 
later learned that the he11copter pilots had been 
briefed to monitor different frequencies_ It is be­
lieved that two helicopters would not have received 
hits from enemy gunners during this operat1on had the 
pilots been monitoring the same frequencies as the 
ground units:s Air Officer. It 1s 1mperat1ve that 
both pilots and ground un1t A1r Officers be br1efed to 
monitor the same frequenoies prior to the oommenoement 
of an operation such as this. The ground unit's Air 
Offioer onn brief the pilots on these frequencies -
prior to the airorafts entering the battle area - on ' 
such nrc :··~~ers as disposl tlon of landing zone, enemy 
positil ',':; safe approach routes, possible enem~r fire, 
etc. ACl'llerenoe to suoh prooedures 1s Mandatory in 
order to u.vert the loss of friendly lives and aircraft. 

(2) Another problem encountered was the fa.ct that 
too often he11copters wOl'l:tng 1n support of ndjaoent 
units interfered with artillery and close air support 
missions in the operation area of this battalion. 
Since these aircraft, .llhen...work1ng .. wtth; adjacent 

. ~.OO~~~~Wiull:~ \ 
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units. s.re not a.lways eble to monitor the same freq­
uencies as the unit reoeiv1ng the artillery or olose 
air support, this un1t cannot always 1nform them of 
this support. All un1ts should be aware of any ar­
tillery or a1r support being provided adjacent un1ts. 
Thls lnforme.t1on should be passed to any alrcraft 
enter1ng the area by the DASC, reg1mental FSCC, or 
the un1t for which these aircraft are performtng a 
mission. If such interference oontinues leg1timate 
enemy targets may be lost or ffrlendly alrcraft in­
advertently destroyed as a result. If the aircraft 
in terfer1ng with such support are on a hlgher prlor-
1ty or more urgent mlss10n than that support, then 
the unit rece1ving this support should be so lnformed 
end the support missions ceased or postponed by elther 
the DASC or regimental FSCC unt1l such tlme as they 
C8n be safely contlnued. 

(3) Another incident tndlcating non-adherenoe to es­
tablished prooedures 1nvolved an a1 rcraft firing a 
rocket into friendly posltlons (no casualtles). The 
pilot of thls aircraft dld not have com~unications 
with the TAC (A) or the ground unlts FAC and had only 
sporadlc cummunlcatlons with hls fllght leader. The 
4th Marines Operation Order 301-66 olearly states 
that no close a~r support strikes will be flown with­
out positive control of a TAC(A) or Flll FAC. It must 
continually be omphasised to pilots flying close alr 
support ~issions thet they are not to participate in 
such strikes when they do not have communication w1th 
the person oontrolling the strike, whether TAC(A), 
FAC or both. This proct- dure has been established to 
preclude ordanance being dropped on fr1endly poSitions. 
Non-adherence to these procedures oan result ln the 
same type of incident as th1s with, quite posslbly,. 
friendly casualties as a result. 

The above incident also polnts out the all-im­
portant fact that positive target identlfioation ls 
absolu'cely necessary prior to running a Close Air Sup­
port Strike. This also is to preolude ordanance being 
droPI;f; ~ on friendly positions. 

:.!.: . ;~:bove ino1dent also polnted out a lack of ad­
herence:;!) Elsta.blished ra.d io procedures. The ground. 
FAC had ~wltched his radio frequency to the Battalion 
TAC net fron the air oontrol frequenoy so that the. 
patrol leader could make a report to the Batte.lion COC. 
It is mandatory that FAC8 ~6ma1n on air control freq­
uency at a:::'l tlPGS. AnSi' information that Must be pas-
sed to higher eche over these nets 
if the proper nets a FAC switches 
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to another frequency 1n such a Situat10n he 1s, 1n 
effect, re11nquishtng control of any airoraft that 
may be working with him at the t1me. Aga1n, these 
procedures must be adhered to in order to prevent 
ordanance being dropped on friendly un1ts. 

:., 
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