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From: Commanding Gehgralew.—""

To:  Commanding General, Third Marige Division (Rein), PMF

SubJs ¢omba.t After Action Report - Operation HASTINGS
Ref: (a) Div0 31004B
1. Inclosure (6), Combat After Action Report of 3d Bn, Sth Mar

was submitted to Commanding General, list Marine Division (Rein),
RMF, San Francisco 96602 and is amitted from this report.
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Froms Commanding Gereral, 111 Mazine Asphibious Foree
Ton Comsander, Military Assistance Comsend, Yietram (AttniJ343)

“ubjs Combat Operations After rotion Repert, Operstion HASTINGS

Y. Yorwarded concurrin: in the 2nalysis of the Commanding General, 3d
Karine Division.

2¢ (perstion HASTINCS was the preoursor of s major redistribution of ;
111 sarine Amphibious Force forces which ultimstely zesulted #n the 3d .
Marine Diviston's deploymant o Phu Bsl and & sontrol headquarters, 3d «
tarine Division (Forward) being permanently sssigned to Dong Mse (Mang

Tri Province. The deploysent of these forces decisively thwarted the

attempted infiltzation of the KVA g_ﬂg Division and the threat to GVH

efforts anc RVY: forces in Lusng 1zl Pr -

S« The execution of Operation HASTINGS clearly desonstrsted the flexibil~-

ity and capablility of the III Harine Amphibious Ferce logistical support

concepte The absence of & ces port had to be overcome initlally by tem-

porarily opening the Cua Viet River to 1CU's to Dong lis as well 23 heavy i
use of the Dong Ha a{rfleld, even though It lacked adequate turface. X
1hese, along with "idugh Fider" convoys, insured sufficient logistic a
support for the operation,

—— ,

4e Casualty evacuation direct to _USS EEPOLE er UTKH, Lanang was adequate |
sne precluded establishrent of a major medical facility in (uang Txi
Frovince. '

5. A% a result of Operation HAUIIRNCS, permanent improversnts are being
made to the HUL 1CU ramp, trafficability of the Cua Viet Kiver to Dong
Ha, tre Long Ha ramp facility and the Dong Ha airfield.

R e
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PIESD oi0USasNT on UG, Task Force Delta ltr 3siliisJhs 3480 Ser: 00431-66
of 17 vep G6.

Froms Commanding General, 34 larine Division (Redn) RF
Pos Commander U. s Militaxy Assistaxoe Ooumand, Vietnan (Attn: J 243)
Yig: Commanding Genersl, 111 Marine Amphibious Foroe

subj: Combat Uperaticns After sotion Report (Uperation HASTINGS)
wef (a; COIUEASY Inat 335-8 of 2 April 1966

1. lieaddressed and forw:rded in asoordance with referemce (a), con-
curring with the annlysis of the Commanding General, Tagk Force Deltsa.

o, The observaticn concarning dispersion of troops, paragraph 14.a8.(1),
wnd the comsents concerning enemy ambushes end use of moxtars, paragraphs
Ta.e.(2 and (5, veaffim recurring problems. lsnindera have been
pubYishad in "lessons Laesrnec ' reports, have been included in indootri-
nation lectures, snd w1e onphasized by comannders. iforts to inculcate
t00.8 with an srpreciation of these fundamental matters must be contin-

1OS.

. who fradequacy of larine Corps nir observation asaeis during the
time ir.ae of . ot together with the considered iuportance of this
function is sointed vut in paragraph ld.s. (4)e The disparity betueen
requirenents and canebilities of organic lst Harine Alroraft Wing assets
wug reduscd wnen ten Vls's beonme opersti onal during September 1766,
vurther improven.nt 1s anticisated as a third ViU becomos opexational
during mid=Janusry, 1 GaT.

4. ‘he recomumuruations contained in parsgraph 4 of enolosure (B) are
bolivved to bu busically svund. Howaver, co-looation of coawand poste
and of helico ter sdvanced based and Or's as suggested in paragraphs
i.ib) amd (6) of cnclosure (8), would form very luorctive targets.
Nans to co=locate major Ci 's must be approsched with oaution and will
be fousible only in exc.ytional ifnstances when the threat of eneny
attegk is negligible or rigk oan be taken.

§e  if W0 ws whe the largest Harine Corps opuration to date in the
—  Victnwuewe conflict. Au & repult of the battle, thojuthj VA iv-
{gion suffcred s orushing defeat snd enomy designs £6F cgpiure of nang

iri . rovince wore thwarted. The opsration proved again thei Mexibi ity
and cnpability of the units invelved nnd the m}.idi_ﬁ("  Whdlc opersting
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aubjs Combat Uperations After Action Report (Operation HAJTING:)

procedures. 1t wa: s significant vietory for the United tates and
: yeprasents a tribute to the courage, akill and rescuraesfulness of
3 the personnel and Unite invelved.
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Commanding General,

From:
To:
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Subj: Combat After Actien Report (v)

(a) DivO 3100.1B

Refs

. After Action Report,
. After Action Report,
. After Action Report,
. After Action Report,

. After Aoti~n Report,
- After Aot’:n Report,
+ Aftexr Aotion Report,
- Adrx

Encl:

OO-3 W B AN

1st Bn, lst Mar (-)
24 Bn, 1lst Mar
Ist Br, 3d Mur
24 Bn, 4th Mar

3d Bny 4th Mar ( ,
33 Bn, Sth Mar .

3 Bny

{0

HEADQUARTERS 495964
Tagk Porce Delta
» - 34 Marine Division (Rain), FMF i
pt m@@n‘?“@m - FPO, San Francisco, 96602 —— |,
3480
Sexrs 00431-66
o 17 Sep 1966

Third Marine Division (Rein), FITF
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Psyohugogic al Warfare Summary

Reoonnaissance Support Summaxy,
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EII%VIntelligenoe Sumary Trails Overlay ’
Operation Overlay 1 thro
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2. ate of gp_erat:lon. é; 0800H July 1966 to

3. Looation,
Vietnam. Bounded by YD 1073 to YD 1043 and XD 9760
4. Control or Command Headquarters
c/c, TFD Brig Gen L.
c/s, TFD Col De
A.
- 1lst Bn, 1lst Mar LtCol Ve
2nd Bn’ 1st Mar LtCol Re
J.
1st Bn, 3 Mar LtCol R.
2d Bn, 4th Mar LtCol Ao
3d Bn, 4th Mar LtCol Se
W
3d Bn, Sth Mar LtCol E.
od Bn, 9th Mar LtCol Je
3d Bn, 12th Mar Major Sa
Co B, 3d AT Bn Capt D.
Co B, 34 E Bn Capt Ge
o & 34SP Ma jor D.
Reoon Gru "B" Major D.

031200 Aug 1966

N

CAM 10, DONG HA - QUANG TRI Province, Republic of South

to YD 2760.

ENGLISH

SHERMAN 15 Jul to 30 Jul

CERGEINO” 30 Jul to 1 Aug

BELL

HANIFIN, JR. 1-8 Jul 66

SPAULDING 9 Jul - 3 Aug 66

DICKEY

B:NCH

VALE 1-28 Jul 66

MASTERPOOL 29 Jul - 3 Aug 66

BRONAR S o

MOBRO¥ WHGRADED AT »

%TC%ECLAbSWD AF 1 :
DD DR

uﬂm@&mﬂm

—————ER

BENSTEAD
COLBY
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5. TASK ORGANIZATION

B

Task Force Daelta

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7

1st Bn (-), lst Mar

Co
Co
Co

O

23 Bn, lst Mar

Co
Co
Co
Co

O e

1st Bn (=), 3d Mar

Co A
Co B
Co D

2 Bn (=), 4th Mar

Co E

Co G

Co H

13 Bn (~), 4th Mar

Co Il

Co kK (15 July 66 to 19 July 66)
ColL

Co M (20 July 66 %o 3 Aug 66)
3d Bn, 5th Mar (SLF)

Col

Co K

Co L

Co M

2d Bn (-), 9th Mar

Co G
Co H
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6. Supportinz Forces
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(8) 3d Bn (~) (Rein), 12th Mar

HoBtxy

Btry B/1/11
Btry F/2/11
Btry H/3/12
Btry I/3/12
Btry 1/4/12
Btry M/4/12
Btry W/1/11

(9) Co By 3d AT Bn
210 Co B, 3d Engr Bn
11) Co 4y 34 S¥ Bn
(12) Recon Group Bravo

Rl

l_um”&éué\SSﬂ[Fﬂ[E@

ae Units ‘
290th Aviation Compeny = Us Se Army
Ldvisory Team #2 =~ M4CV (PSYCPS)
Beachjumper Unit = USS Princeton (CIG 795 ~ KCTG 7645)
lgt Mar 4ir Wing

Co D, 3d Medical Bn

Ist Platoon, Co B, 7th Engr (PMF)

Platoon Transport Co, 9th MT Bn

1st Platoon Co i, lst MT Bn

©-3 W

b, Detail discussion of the requiremants and support provided
sre found in the followlng enclosuress '

Artillory. Enclosure (7)

Alr Supporte Bnolosure (8)

Peychologioal Warfare Operations. Enclosure (9)
Reconngigsances Enclosure (10)

RN

Intellizence Summary

On 19 May 1966 a North Vietnsmese A goldiey surrondered to
South Vietname se irmy forces operaﬁ;ng 10 miles south of the
Denilitarized Zone in Quang Tri Province, South Viesname

This soldier was part of an advanced party of the 324th B NVA
Division that was making a reconngissance of tho Quang Tri axeae

3 i
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He stated that it was the intention of the 324th B NVA Division
to infiltrate across the MZ into South Vietnam and take over
Quans: Tri Province.

During the lattor part of May and the month of June low lavel
agent reports indicated that elements of the 324th B were infile
trating into Quang Tri Provinee from North Vietnam.

Us S. Marino Corps roconnaissance units began operating in the
Quan; Tri ares on 22 Junes During the period 1 through 15 July
a total of eighteen reconnaissance patrols wore conduoted, four-
téen of whioh had to be withdrawn early due to significant enemy
 contaote & total of 343 North Vietnamese soldiers wore observed
by the reconnaissmloi.%).ﬁim'oa indicating a sizeable infiltration
of a najor cnepy force into the arcas

In the neantime, South Vietnanose forces were oonducting limited

opecrctions in the Quang Tri arcae On 5 July they ocaptured a

Noxrth Vietnaacse goldier who etated that he was a momber of the
- 5th Battalion, 812th Regiment, 324th B North Vietnamose Division.

On 10 July, e Licutcnantfxo:1 this samo unit surrendered to South
Viotnyicse foroces operating in Quang Tri. The Idicutenant stated
thet the mission of the 324th B Division was to "liberate' Quang
Tri I'rovinoc and further to destroy South Vietnamese forces
oporating in that Province.

Based on this intolliponce Task Forgo Delta was fomed and phased
into Opcration Hastings on _Jm.ﬁ\

Contact between Task Force Delts units and tho 324th B Division
was initially hoavy.

On 18 July an estimated 1,000 eneny soldicrs attacked the rear
eloricnts of a Marine Battalion column. 4 three hour battle
ensucd in which 183 North Vietnamcse soldiers were killed, and
another 362 wero cstimated to have been killede

— On 19 ~nd 20 July many cnomy positions were overrun in wvhich
larpe quantities of equipment, olothing, and supplies wore found.
Several oompany size bivouacs recontly gbandoned with ovexything
but woapons indicated a large unit was fleeing before our troopse
Discovery of aRegimental or Division gize Commgnd Past as wall
as supplies for 500 men in the Dong Ha Mountains served to
further substantiate this,

Compony to battalion size eneny units were ongaged by four

to ceegie to the north asnd west,

L 4
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On 24 July an éreny force of two rcinforced companies in heavily
fortified positions in the vioinity of Hill 362 was engaged by
ono Marine Corps ocompeny. After an 18 hour battle, 49 North
Victnaicse were dcad and another 119 were probably dead as a
result of this action.

Durin: the next fow deys contact continued to be nade by all
wits as small groups of the enemy tried to find a way past our
wiits who were astride all najor routes into and out of the
battle areas

On 28 July a force tf 150 to 250 encuy were sighted moving to
the northwosts Artillery and Air strikes killed 65 end probably
killed twice that many. Total onemy KI. by body count was T8fe

i total of 17 North Vietnanese soldiers wero teken by Task Forae
Dulta units during Operation Hastings., Those ceptives were from
fivo of the battglions of tho %24th B Divisions Mos? of them

were young and had boen drafted into the North Viotnanese Armye
A1l roported that their units had infiltratod South Vietnan during
May and Juno. The najority of these captives roported that thoir
units were lst secn hoaded in a northerly direotion toward the
MZ, after the 15th of July, from the Operation Hasting arcas

During Operation Hastings contact was nade with six infaentry

batiglionse Threc from the 90th Regiment, the lst Battalion of

tho 803d‘110giment, and the 5th and 6th battalions of the &l2th
Rorinente 4 heavy weapons battalion of the 90th Roginont was
also cnriagcde

Dotailcd interrogation of the captivos, translation of ogptured
doounents and points of contact botween Task Faroe Delta units
and the 324th B Division gave indications of cnomy unit moves
rnents and locations during Operation Hastings.

W focl that in addition to theso units nmentloned above, tho
rcasining elonents of the 324th B Division gnd the Division
comand clencnts were probably located in the Operation Hastings
arca although they werc not located.

(8ce overlay)for known locations of enemy units during Operatiom
Ha.s'l:in(_‘;s)

The terrain in the ares bounded on the west by the northesouth grid
linc YD 06 to thc north-south grid line YD 10 on the cast is charco-
terized by rolling hills covered with shrubbery offering littlo
conoealicnt and virtually no covere Tho_terrgip in the areas
boundcd on the west by the northescuth grid line XD 91 to the
north south grid line YD 06 on the east is extromely nowntain-
ousncssy i cd and heavily vegctatod offering oonsidorablo cons
ocoplilent and cover to both encmy and friendly troops.
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Numbrois mountain streams presented minor obstacles, but did not
hinder movenent of foot troops to any epprecieblo dogreoe Trackod
and wheolod veheiles cannot operate west of northesouth grid 1ine
YD 06, The area to the cast of the line could possibly be used
by tracked vehicles, but not by wheeled vehicless

The riost prominent oritical terrain featurcs for Task Forqe Delta
wveres

1, G 10 DISTRICT TOWN (YD 135595)

2, ROUTE NO. 9

3, THON KGE TRI HILL (XD 979559)

7+ High ground adjscent to SONG NGAN (YD 0566 to YD 0163)
5o Hill 314 EYD 0206223

6. Hill 362 (YB 011617

Avenucs of approach into tho area ares

1. Route 9 from gast or west

2¢ A.vasty well defined treil network found throughout the

b arcne Many trails are located within the DMZ and orginatod or
connect with a woll developed road and trail net in NVN Noxth ofk
the BEN HAI. (Soc enclosure (11) Trail Overlay)

Woathor throughout the operation period consisted generally, of
) partly cloudy skys with some evening thunder shower activity.
High winds and turbulence of 25-26 July hampered controlled airw
craft preventing them from remeining in the target ares at timess
Occassional thundershowors cloged point targets, however this
occurred on a very infrequent basis ceusing no najor problene.
Temperattres ranged from e high of 94 to a low of ’U dogreos,

B8e “MISSION

Commencing not later than 15 July 1966 Tesk Force Dclta, in oon-
Junction with operations being conducted ty the lsy ARVN Division.
was to conduct pulti~battalion search and destroy overations as an
axpansion of Cperation Hestings in QUANG TARI Province (caM 10~
DONG HA), Republic of Vietnems The missicn was %o search out
oneny build-up and strong points, to stop infiliration to the
south and to 63shrcy the eneny, his supplies, and his will to
rosists

S it Ll
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Congept of Oporation

The reinforeed baitalion sized oporation was to be expanded to

a nulti~batizlici. cperstion by the intrcduction of Task Force
Pelta inte the greae One battalion was to land in the vicinity
of Grid Square YD 0364 to cstablish blocking positions across the
prinaxy trail network in the areas A second battalion was to
land in the Vvicinity of Grid Squere 0866, and conduct search and
destroy operations toward the initial battalion, searching for the
Cormand Post of the 324th B NVA Division. A third battalion
would romaln in reserfe at CAM 10 and DONG HA. After scarch was
conpleted of initial area, units would nove into remainder cf the
operation by either helo-lift or mevement overlands

PN
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as =l to Del (1 July to 1y July 1966), During the period of
1 through ii Jyly the 2d In, Lst Mar reinforced with the lst Force
Recon Compar, and Btry H 3d Bn, 12th Mar, conducted extensive recon
operations in the prorosed Hastings Operation arca. As a result of
the intelligence gathercd during this period Tagk Force Delia wamgu,edv
SWCLY diii- Lo _conduct offensive operations in the area, Friendly cas-
Galtios to s point were one (1) KIA and eight (8) WIA. Enemy cas-
ualtics wers thirteen (13) KIA confirmed, rinetecn (19) KIA probable
and no V.3-4WL0.

be As a result of the contacts and finding of the reconnaissance

units and of the ARVN units operating in the area of D-5, it was dore \
ermined that a large scale operation was needed in the area., The '
irdtial planming conference was held at the First ARVN Division Heade

quarters in HUE at L000H on 1l July 1966, Members of the conference

congisted of the CG, I Corps, ADC 3d WARDIV, CO 1lst ARVN Division,

and G0 lth Marines. During this conference a genoral concept of

operaticn acainst the increased enemy forces located West of DONG HA

wes accopteds L Day was set for 13 July 1966, .At 1900H on 11 July

the Commanding Officer of the Fourth Marines held a briefing on the

situation to lis staff and commanders. A plamming conference to

determi-e¢ feasinility, requlrevents, and task in comnection with

eXpanbl on of Operation Hastings was scheduled and held in the con-

ference room of the 3d Marine Division bunker at 121L00H July. On

12 July, 0G, 3d Merdiv messago to Fourth liarines directod the acte

ivation of Task Force Delta at 130600H and designated Brigadier

General Lowal) B, FNGLISH as GG, Task Force Delta. At 130800H the

Fourth Ma—ings were chopped QPCON to Task Force Delta, Personnel

of HqCo "' Var were utdlizcd as the nucleus for Task Forcg Delta

with augmanication personnel from Division. Planming directive

8-66 from CG, 3d MarDiv to CG, Task Force Delta assigned the following
missions Comencing not later than'l5 July, Task Force Delta will
conduct multi-battalion search and destroy operations as an expansion
of operation Hastings in QUANG TRL Province. (DONG HA - CAM LO area).

co D1 (I July 1966). at OSUSH Task Force Delta closed its
Command T75% v LJ 005130 2nd recpened it at YD 132552, A1l units
concucted sscuid.ty and ambush patrols, listening and ohservation posts
on a snall unit scales Recon Group Bravo units were being inserted

at various locations throughout possible infiltration routes,
The convoy which had been underway from PHU PAL since 130630 arrived

at the CP at 10LSH. It had been delayed overnight because of an
impassible bridg,e at MY CHANH (YD h61399)o &—OWN B\’ \/ <.
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4, D-Dey (17 July 1966). At 0Bool thol fixst wave ot 3/ touchod v
down in LZ CHUW (25 039 With nogative contact. “Hiping-the first. .
wave of 3/L, threo CHehEA crashod in the 17 when they collided with
trovs on landing, rcoulting in two friondly KIA and scven WIA, All threc '
CH-L6AYs were too badly dosnged, to be flown out and were lator destroycde /‘

At 0935, the first wove of 2/l “touched dovm in 1 DOVE (YD 062859) with
~sgativc contacte 3/h 1ift was corpleted ot 1020H, the last wave recclving
/A fire uien approaching the 1Z, resulting in onc fricndly KIA, On coi-
slction of 1ift, "3/h roved to objective OME (YD 0386L0) and moved into block=
ing positions, At 1025H, Cormand Group 1/3, D/1/3 and clorents of AN/3
arrived at DONG Ha, Taglk Force Dolta assucd OPCON of 1 /3 cleronts nd
assignod battalion piesion of providing sceurity for DONG HA sirficld/LSA
corplex, Task Forec Dolta Conmand rosdh, 3/12, and to conduct onzll wnit
opor-tiens in defense of the porireter and in their arca of responsibility. .
At 18158, 2/L obsourved A/ fire, belicved to be .50 caliber, dclivercd on

o CH-LGA &5 it approcciid the L2 in vicinity of the 3/L CP. CH=L6A caught
firc and crcshed in 3/l OP arca, rosulting in 12 friondly KIA, Ab 19144,

3/h recoived fire fyor northwest -nd cast of their position. srtillery

“ha pir strikcs wore cnllod in on suspucted positions. Ab 193011, 3/b roported
they wor: corplotely surroundod ~nd receiving firc, At 2000H, 3/l reported
that cnery £ire hed ccasod and th-t it w~s possible thnt 1WA had noved

porth. At 1930i, o prbrol fror 3/D/1/3 wrbushed o group of JWA ot YD 132608,
rosulting in two HVA/K1A confirrod ond onc 60rm rortor with szumition and
gren~dos crpturcd.

Casusltics rccorded ag of thie tinc wore; friondly, 18 KIA ond 20 WIA; cnory,
3] %Ir confirfcd snd 23 X1 probablise '

Oe &rj__(_ 15 My 19¢6)s  1/3 céntinucd to providc socurity for DONG HA L

units, CF o IO 3/12. (23 corvicnced a helo 1ift, At 0730} thg: first .
rave bouched dovn ot 1D 057655, Lif{ wns corpletud at OBYOH trithout contacts
masle Foreo Dulbs assuncd CFCON of 1/ 1,—‘3} 1320H, Contact contiracd light

rut large oiounts of runitions, supplics, and woapond were discovercde
cranitions md exploslves werc dustroyed in placce Ab 06281 +he 3/h CP

and I/3/h poriicter roccived sone twenty rounds of incordng rortar firc,
»tillorr ond odr attacks were called in and the'incordng censcd,  AO TC=-
1ated thore had becr. sor buenty FV.L AN Lthe irpach arcle Rosults of action

vag doterined wnknom untll K/3/k at 08321 discovercd 25 1A KIi in front

of their pusition, Onc WA was wounded -nd takon prisoncr, At o8Lok K/3/h
cricountored hoavy opposition ~t YD 037639 fron well proparcd positions, It

wes oxtrorcly difiicult to bring any force to boar on cnery duc to heavy
undergrowth which restricted rovaxnts At 0900H units of 2/L killed two

IVA ot YD 056658 and recovercd one scri-sutoratic weapon and onc autoratic
woopon, plus onc 123341 chine gun, tuo chlcon grenndos, one 12, 7im nachine
nm tripod, groen trousers, .and Xhald shirts with assorted VA 792 gear.

Lt 1030H 2/l roported rocciving hoavy caliboer riachine gun firo fron

vp ol7656 and between 1030H and 19001 units continued on seorch ond destroy
operasions, cncountering Light cotatt, LIL's fron artillory and air strikes,
and nurerous Weapons and cquiprent 1tclis werce discovored, Units of 3/L

PRk o B e

.o
HELASSIFIED |

y

l JUURIIRRRES .
£ ot e e s cn S b

DECLASSIFIED .



) o R

TR Y

DECLASSIFIED

. A
b Vi e AN S
Lo b

; _ Ser-Noi 00L31~66
> \ ' o L7 Sep 1966

discovered one 7.62mm carbine, one chicom eutoredio wifle, 35 boxes of-12.7mm: - *
ammuni tion, 2l anti-tank mines, 11 pull type grenades, 25 empty shoe mine - -
boxes, 72 blasting caps, one chicom grenadey 3 barrels 6f NVA 762 gesr,

and 1,000 rounds of small arms ammunitions, 2/1; oéntinued search and destroy
operations enroute to linkeup with 3/is Linkeup offected at A4LEH, At

1920H K/3/ls made contact with an estimated ‘one NVA tampsay &f approximately

100 WA, Enay immediately taken under fire with smalliarms, grenades,

M=79, and artillery. Illumination wag provided by mortars, artillery, and

flare shirs. Resulits of tids action was one friendly XIA, 5 WEA in good
conditions 3/L4 unite discovered a partdislly tleaped sbeii being used as a

P S

200 Seg hosp* tals Also discovered was & cache of approximately 250,000

>unds of 7.6 ammunition, 183 82mm mortar rounds, 1,200 pounds of medical

supplies, 3 chicom servico rifles, 31 grenades, and rmmerous documents,
K/3/l4 troops wore commended during this period as being superbdé At ,
" Tecelv rounds of incoming mortar fire at YD 062059,

i ; ired on su cd po - Mortar fires cedScd at. .

Artllleryvnission fired on suspectcd positions M.rt r fire cess J%“sﬂm\/
fo D2 (17 July 1966). K/3/h at OO58H, in vic of ID 0376h1, started

receiving small arms Iiree Med-Evac holicopters 2lso received fire from

approximately 100 IVA who were reported to be within 20 meters of the pers

imeter. A two hour and forty~-five minute fight ensued., Artillery was

walked in on the NVA in the Killing zone, Illumination was provided Yy

flaro ship. Result unknown at that time, At OLLS 274 and 3/l reported

receiving incoming mortar fire on ocuter perimeter of their command post.

Mortar position could not be deterrined ut artillery was called in and

adjusted to provide maximum coverage on target. Sporadic mortar fire cone

tinmued as a few row..ds every hour until-about: OS4OH, - Porition was later

“ocated and silenced by artillory at about O54SH. - K7/3/L reported 35 NVA

~ «lh confirmed at O7LLH as a result of fire fight during the night and one

3

NVA WLA captured in good conditions 2/1"commensed & helo 1ift into XD
984566 at 0815He Lift was comploted at 0927H ‘without contacts. At 0935H:
K/3/l reported another five rounds of incoming morter five and three Slmm
illunination from an urknown origine. 2/, 2/h, and 3/4 conducted small
unit search and destroy operations in asgigned zoness /1 remained in
Task Force Delta reserve and ontinued %o Yo

Force Delia. Command P ts. Casualties at the end of this
period were recorded as 20 friendly KIA and Si WIA, Enemy casualties
were recorded as 137 KIA confirmed, 119 KIA probable, and 1 NVAC,

(15 ) -

ge D3 (13 July 1966). 1‘%. continued mission of Task Foroe Delte
reservef¥1/3 and G/2/L continued to provide security for: TFD CP and 3/32
und ts, conducting platoon and sguad size patrols and ambushes. X/3/k
reported probing around perimeter which ccmmenced at 172355H, At
0120H reported light probing on southern adge .of perimeter by estimated
L or 5 WA. At -OMOH K/3/L and I/3/k contimued 40 Povsive small probes
throughoyt their perimeter. A% O3LTH K/3/l reported an.ostimated 50
NVA probing perimetere. Requested flare ship and:artillery mission,
NVA broke contact at 0325H. At 0330H approximately 50 NVA began
probing entire perimeter of K/3/L with small arns fire, grenades, and
automatic fire from loft flank, :
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Uit sustained two minor WIA'se 2/L at first light commenced movement. Ay

northeast conducting sesrch and destroy operations along route to vialnity
of YD 055666 and establish blocking foree positions:: %,hmduoted. :

search and destroy operations in assigned zones. A% 0535H to OB1SH

H/2/1 received four rounds of 8lrm morter fire and eppromimately Foo

rouwsds, somt-aibomatlc. weapons fire from wicinity.of YD 993565, Botween

L0561 and LwUE B/ racelved fire from three sides. The main body

recelved amall anng suiper fire from several smipers in tree line to

thelr righi, Wam the pain body began to manseuver toward the front

peai o Gty recelvad gectiesuhometic and agtomatie weapong. fire .from

the wooe ina vie of XD 99359, First platoon returned fire while main .

bedy movad acound tue hill ficing maciine guns-and emall arms and throw= '
ing gresedon iuto Sree Jine. Oue reinforeced NVA squad moved from the o P
desa, wioinity of XD 997550 An an ghlempt to move 1eft of the companyls . - C ’
posiiicne Artillery wission e2lled in with good coverage on target. -

For = iVa Klh waro visitle after the end of the artillery mission. o

F.ring continuos from the tree line. At thds time NVA opened firewith -

what was belirad a .50 caliber machine gun from the tree line vicinity

XD 598549, M4 broko contact at epproximately 1230H. Friendly unit

sustzinac -ix "wiMracte and three non-dedSvacls, Efemy oount was four

KIA corfive. e 12 BVA KIA proballes. At lDiiSH-.E/% caught. one re=

inforced NVA arrad astimatad to be 15 NVA on trail sating. HVA taken

under five snd purauwd prysically. Rosilts one NVA ITA and four friend= :

1y Wih. At 2068 firsh wave of 3/9 touched .down at ¥D ;gm% A At 23008

socond wave of 3/5 13.ft touchod down in LZ DOVE, end at A330H, M/3/5, - -

upo.. entearing Lz CROW received heavy. auto/semi-automatic weapons fire

frow 7D 0b5E23 from an estimated NVA company. Fre returned immediatelysr

celled in armed hé.oa and ixed wing alr strikese’ ’H/B/S‘ advanced by

firs and meuuever under covering.fires of machine gunse NVA withdrew ‘
to the noruneagt. Results were yecarded.as 21 NVA-KIA oonfirmed, 25 .
KIA probables and 2 Wi with 15 WLA probabless At 3530H 3/5 Command SR
Post was established ~ab ¥D 076606 and M/3/5 at YD 067610. The- 3/5

1if5 was completad at L630H, - 2/L reported recovering and destroying-. .

3,240 rouads of A2.Tim rounds at 1GIOH.: At L60SH 3/5 reported that

M/3,'3 hai cnuty contact at YD C70GIN. - Resulls ware recorded as friendly -

S KTh 2nd b Wik, Enamny, as 17 NA XIA confirmed and 10 NVA WIA estimated,

At 2653 3/l weported one platoon of nned: dowy, by small arms . - -

five 2n 3/ ianding zonaedy/3/l was deployed to exmtriocate thems 3/L-

aszed £, ) Tor adsishance in securing high ground-slong routés -At

16258, G4, Tagk Force LUelta approved the request. At YTLOH as K/3/L

moved cub bringing up the rear of the column they started receiving

mortar iivue Hime was walked up -the column cutting it in goveral epots, @ '~
Column als» hogas rwcaiving anall amns end automatic £ie ficn an vstimated JO0ONWA:,
Artillevy and aip vwas called in and as of 1750H was 'gtill belng wseds " - =~ . -

' We zitempied to set up mortéra in LZ at ¥D 038648 and were hit by

navalm, At this time 2/L had established position on high ground . . -
giving secuus iy for further movement. Mortur fige and small amms fife -
had dimirisied, At k720H B/2/L observed five NVA moving up trail with
weapons <5 U (15665 wearing green urdformsy H/2/L establighed an amw
bush and kiiled two W4 and wounded three. At 1730H L/3/5 mide contact
with an est:uated 20 NVA in khald uniforms at YD 060632, NVA i
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machine guns and automatic weapons. 1/3/5 returned fire and advanced '-‘
toward well concesled enemy positionss Resultis were tvwo NVA KIA oQn=
firmed, five NVA KIA probables, and one machine ‘gun(chicom) @ng one
.30 caliber maching gun captured,  Friendly casualiles to this period
wore 33 KIA and il7 WA. Eneawy casualties wers 18k KIA confirmed,
177 probable, and 2 VGO, ' e 3 :

he Drly (19 July 1966). 1/1 still providing TFD regerves éﬁ
providing 5=70uLE e ED Command Posly 312, and maiptaizﬂ.h‘g parrow
Hawk. At Qasud H, 2/ly observed approximately 6 bo 8 NA epperently ‘
saming in search of ambushse NVi cpened fire:ab the samo time the
ambush coni-enced firinge Tt is believed ambush held too long and may
have been compromiseds Thig actlon resulted in 2 friendly KIA and 2 ‘
WIA. Enamy caguelties were 3 KIA sonfivmed and-one mub-machine gun_
centured. At %5308 3/5 reported that farther search of aread where .
¥/3/5 engaged NVA on 18 July resulied in-& NVA XTA, and & number of
weapons and cruipment capbureds AL LuOH 0/ 2/1. was 1ifted 4o 3/L
Cork ond Poste (/24 ohooped OPCON-T0 3/l ab L0 At 1320H K/3/L
was 11£t2C to TG BA. K/3/h at 13150 was lifted via fixed wing
aircraft to PHU BAL Combal Bage. They arrived at PHU BAI ab 15008 v
3/L(=; sorraenced movement e LB00H: to vicinity of YD 05L655 to og=
tablish blocking positionse 3/5 conducted search and destroy operations
in sssigned zones &L commenced movement &% 1130k in southerdy dir-
ection and conducted gearch and destroy operations en route from ¥D f
057664 to hill 208 at ID ol36h2. At 1815H K/3/5 decovered old WA .~
K14 at YD 0460k and racoverad one new weapon with beyonet, large '
caches of 30 padks and oquipmont, supplies, rice and ammo, mine grenades
and nine unifornss S s ’ 7

“Cumulative totals at this tlm were recoi-déd ,_ain,n'ielndly," 5) KIA and

' 399 WIAj enemy rocorded es 332 KIA confirmed, 8h9 KIA probables, and

2 VCC.
}cont;.-l_ét'i_f'ivt.h three

§. D5 (20 July 1960)e b 09LSH M/3/S made_co
NVA at YD O0<G0Qlos They Took enemy under five regulting in one WA
Kih. The other two went northieste At 1201H-1/3 helo. '

053620 from Landing 7one CROW was completede. At 2250H M/3/Lf _;rrjtwied P 4
chopped - to 1/3s At 1LISE - 7

at Tagk Force Delte Commend Post with OPCQN

the advance party of 2/9 arrived a4 DONG HA ¢ ,.OPOON assumed ay ¥hat
time. At ll&siE'.:I"plaris Were imitiated to 11ft M/3/L to 2/1 Gommand
Post. At LC30H the first waveé ‘of M/3/Li commenced, and touched dowmn
at YD 087567 at 16501, ‘At L7OCH Task Fores Delta was notified that.
all of 2.9 uniig wsud.d’ cloae DONG HA at.1800H. " : asion
of Task Force Del“a Reser vo.! Enemy. contact for this p

riod was S
1ight, however M//5 di\soove'x‘ad,what?awbmdmo,beb a diyision [ S
regimental size command poste - Upon M:ﬁfﬁan&reﬂﬁwﬂd2 WAL L
KIA, 2NW.G ond 1 WIA. ¥M/3/5 recovered tWo 9 620 Ondqomeemlmmntos 1 WA
matic 1..5.es, 30 wood hondled grenades, U pounds of doowments, 150 T
packs with ‘equip%\ one knapsack containing medical supplles.
At 1315H DL/l wag engaged while advancinge “They encountered

{
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autonatie weapons five from five NVA at YD OLGE25s One weapon was
reported as & heeyy machine gun,  Artillery m.gsion and-air strike
were called in. D/%/3 suStained one Klae B/A/1, wiile advencing
at. 1340 at YD 050627 tripped & &0mm. booky trep amd sugtained one
WIA FecEvac. At ILE5E L/ reported an estimated two or three NA.
platoong @long the sides of & ravine in the vieinity of ¥D 045628,
¥D 047629yand YD 050629 NVA well dug im and ‘squipped with autos

g matic wedpons. At ledst two machine guns: end, one heavy caliber ma=
chine gun wasyreporieds NVA wearing green and khaki urd, forms with
camouflaze, At 1500H AO on station reported an enemy -oongentration ‘
in ravine at ¥D 05329 -to ¥D 051631 Several USAF and URMC airoraft
attacked the grea with all types of ordnence. Airorafd received:

automatic weepons fiws. At 16L0H K/3/5 dscovered & WA bivouas .

cosition at ¥D CL)BSS estimated to be a battallon or two ocampany -

size wnits. K/3/% discovered NA manuals on mortars, 150 packs and

expended hoavy machine gun rounds. A1l equipment. was new and all

wes destroyed in place. Doouments were avacuatéd, At 1800H 3/L

reported that & pltoon size.patrol had been engaged by am undetem

mined mmber of NVA in vieinity of ¥D 060660, Air strikes were used

to reinfoi:@we, ;istance was being sent oute Command post. off ‘
3/l was under a_t._t‘@,% mortars and small arms from the ridge across , f;
the valley at ID 0%0&55. The platoons sugoaded in extraocting theme
selves from coniet. MedEvac helos were called in at the Command

Post site. W fivst helo was loaded end 1ifted, The eecond helo .

Janded and réc@ived fire in the LZ, Contact was teroken and & gweep

conductods .The sweeping unit recovered ten moptar pounds, G0mm .

mortar, ope base plate, one tipod, two heavy osliber machine guns,

one Chicom cartine and sdue grenades. As the platoon regrouped

and evafuation of casualties continued, enany fire resumed, Mre ) ‘

returned immediatelye 8 mortars, amall ams, ady strikses and .
armed UH-1E airoraft were. diyected. At 2057H 3/l units returned ¥o.

P, fines had ceased. Unit sustained 6 KIA and 27 WLA. , Enayy oas- ‘

el tics were reported as 6 KIA confirmed, 10 KIA: probables Ab %QA'SE . “.
£/2/l and 2flk Canmand Post recelved approximately 25 rounds of Olmm - -
mortarsd, from YD 038652+ Returned fire with O3mm moytars and artillerys
Enemy £i¥é ‘coased. At 234SH G/M LO District Headquarters reported
roceiving one roung of €0mm mortar fire from @ NVA ambush along
Yighvey 9 fréin YD 063571 to YD 02556k, At 23558 ¥D 051620 41 Command
Post recalved approximately.50 rounds incoming morter fire believed

to be Blmme  Enemy position bellwved to be in-vioiniiy of 08 0263 or
YD 027620 . Artillory celled into G5 02634 At this time 1/1 checked
with 3/5 who has ty6ops near YD 027620, "3/5- troops report negative
rosults. 3i/) Command Fost sustained 3 feiendly WIA Orfm. the moptar
attack, Cumlstive friendly casualties for s pesiod wee Peporiec
ss §6 KIA and 16 WIA, Enewy was peported as 38 KIA, gonfizmed apd
549 KIA probable with L NVAGY = T N
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This pursuit continued until 1713 when H/3/5 logt. coptapt with NVA.

M/3/5 was not able to determine dlrection enemy fludy. No_fesulis were:
reported other than one NVA KIA on initial reporti: -hY. JOICH L/3/8 wad-

reparted to be in contact with unlm,wn‘mmber piiﬂ&z—g& YDW. e

At 1855H G/2/ly encounter'ed an unknown mumber of WA-fiing sutomatie - -
and eemi-automatic weaponse: Returned fife iimediste %At mEll ame
and M-79. Area was searched and one NVA KIh wab disgove od dredsed in -
kheld . At 19308 0/2/l received one énacming povtaw.yound thab burst
in the trees above Marines that were -drawing ratd sons -a; the Campenty - -
Command Post. Source of round’ unknown. Unit suséaiped-! m‘ ‘aitad‘
five WIA. Artillery was fired on suspeeted éheny poaition with resulte
moving north along stream. bed, Ambush was aotivated immediatelys WA .
broke contact and fled. NVA sustained two mprahables.* R L

der fire by automatic weapons and hand grenades, MO NVA were ine .
fighting holee M/3/5 returned fire and killed the.two NVA and captur-
od one 7.62mm machine gune H/8/1 moving, to #i embush sité engaged ten
NVA moving north at O60CH, NVA returned anall-armms fire and grenades.
WA broke contact and fleds At 0815H, L/3/5 iir.a blosking position
observed one NVA at YD 033636, NVA was teken-under fire and killed.

C/1/1 made contact with an estimated 25 to 30 °NVA:ey 0920H if vicintty o _‘ I

of YD 033636, NVA were well dugin. Units f CAL/L moved to encirdle, .
the NVA position. NVA broke contact. ¢/if1 sustained two'WIk as 8 .
result. Enemy casuslties unknown. At O9USE H/3/h at YD 038651 received
A/ and semi-sutamatic fire. . Fire was returneds: Unls sistained two. .
KTA and four WIA. TWo énemy KIA were confirmeds M/3/5 sighted group o
of NVA att TOOGH in vicimity of YD 033627. M/3/5 tock them under fire..

Killing two and wounding one. The bodies wers lefy 4n opan with theiw: -

weapons in hope .that NVA would attempt regovery of them. At 1203 ele~
ments of DELTA and CHARIIE 1/l made contact with IR, 0/1/1 in sporadic
contact and DAA/L in heavy contaocts At 1245H" information . was received:

were down in grid square XD 958U, At that time @)1 perscnnal had:been. .

that & UH-3L. and an OLB USAF had collided'in midesir and both-@roralt - \

retracted from the helos The USAF pilot 'had not been locatedi' Two- . - !
Marine Officera were MedEvac to DWMED a d the USS REPOSE iy good sondd= ™\

ton, Extent of injuries not known at this time, The MedBvdo's were . '\

¢0,. HgPo, Lth Marines and Task Force Delia Paywar Offiocer. THfAAL.
received two rounds of 82mm mortar fire and samé autamatie weapohs - ...

fire 8t 13208 in vicinity of XD 997596, Hf2/X returned a2 mortdr.on. .
suspected enemy positione. Results unknown., At L320H & report frem. -

1/3 stated that a UHe3l had gone down in 1/3. P« No gasualties were -
reported. The cause of the crash was determined 1o ba due to mechan-

jca] failure. 2/4 at 13308 reported having sporadic ooptacts Enemy, .
appeared to be to the northwest of 2/lhe O[Z%zaen,ro}ztg t6°1/3 position :
encountered controlled mines which cauged ssveral casualiles. At 2L30H
H/2/1 received two rounds of 81mn mortay five fram &n’ unknown location. -

Ef2/1 heard the mortars firing and fired an artillery nission ab.xD 999515

L 2 D (23 BIP6EN) M SOGELIYYE paetbiin o TILORN ome W
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Mortar fire ceased. Results were unknoun. AfY/3, as a result of &
socond search in vicimty of ¥D 055661, at 1500R, recovered 6 82nm
rounds, 10 fuses, 3 chicom grenades, 117 rolls of moptisr increments,
3 S2mm mortar base plates, 1 roll communications wire, 1l ghovels, 6
packs, L packs of ignition cartridges with seven loose cartridges,
782 pear, 2 tripods male of banboo and 2 hpavy machine moontSe
At 1515H, I/3/5 discovered cache of e uipnont at. ¥D 017&07. At this
timo one NVA surrendered to I/3/5. 1/3/5 recoversd two machine guns,
one A/PRC-10 radio, L8 wood handled grenedes, 100 +30. caliber rounds,
738 7.62 rounds, one hoavy machine guu, &mmo drun, two largs wedpon
cover bags, 82mm morter cleoming equipmenty L £1agy 3L pre sncakers,
1)) gas masks, 12 ruck socks, ol, shovels, entrenching tools, 22 nosquito

_ nets, 25 urifoms, 6 shelter halves, 2 flashlights, 1 alam clock, 1
nmachete, 2 bushels of rice, 7 emall morters or R/Rifles, 1 night light-
ing device, medical supplies, and documents. Every item reported in
good condition or news There were also about elghty fighting holes in-
the area, At 1700H, B/1/3 dlscovered and recovered large amounts of
clothing, 762 gear, 12,7 ammrdtion, one 12,7 A/A gun’complete with- ¥
mount and two sightss At 1830CH, F/2/1 bagen roceiving gmall arns TN
fira from NVA position. Artillery wes fired and scorsd.direct hits
on Wi position. Results were five NVA KIA probables Area was not
goarched. At 2300H in the vielnity of XD 99559% a squad patrol fram
24 Platoon of Hqlo 2/1 made contact with 3 or L Wa moving north
along & stream bcde The patrol opened fire expending sbout 150 rounds - -
of smell arms ammunition and one fragnentation grenade.. Tho NVA broke
contact. Results wer ostimated as 2 NVA KIA probable. From 23LSH
to 24,005Y,in vicimty of YD 998593 11stening poat #3, H/2/1 recelved
mortar and small arms fire into thelix position from an estimated WA

- platoons B2/l cammenced firing with approximately L5 rounds of gmall

orms and grenade. The listening post reported 3 or Iy NVA KIA probatle.

The 1istering post returned to the CP. At 2350H, #/2/1 Command Post

roceived two incoming mortar rounds which janded. outside H/2/L lines

in vicinity of XD 998593s Location of the NVA mortar position could

not be determined at this timc. This action continued on into the

next day.

ne D+9 52% Jg 1966)s L/3/5 &b 000LH discovered a NVA KIA wearing
camouflage u o8 almot, and covers At 000SE H/2/Y received :
two more incoming mortar rounds in thelr CP, at approximately tho same
time H Co ambush ostablished at YD 998598 was sprungs results unknown. -
At OSLSH, H/2/1 received approxinately 200 rounds S A fire from
1M 997596, NVA were engéged wfS/h, grenades, and L2 mortar fira.
NVA broke contact. A search resulthd in the discovery of 3 NVA Kis
confirned and four weapons of an unknown iypey six:full magagines,
and six grenadess 2/l conducted e search forward of thelr perimeter
at OGOOR in response to meaning heard approximately . 150 meters forward

of their position throughout the night. Seapol resulted in capture
B ' _
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of one NVA with AK-j7, five magazines, six grenddes, cartridge belt,
canteen, first aid packet, and a2ssorted personsl gear. Captive was
WIA and dressed in a khaki uniform. Captive stated he was & squad
Jeader and his mission was to ambush USMC moving down stream. He

had no idea where his squad was. Captive was forwarded to prisoner
collection poinks At 0855H, H/2/1 engaged two NVA viclnity XD 995594,
H pursued along stream south, toward G/2/1 ambush site. NVA broke
contact and fled. Attempt. to force NVA into G2/l ‘ambush vicimity

XD 998577 was successfules At OTOCH in vieinity TD 008605, L/3/5 was
approached bty NVA wearing camouflege utilities and US helmeb w/cover,
Thinking hin a USMG, L/3/5 allowed him to contirue approaching, NVA .
opened fire. A fire roturned immediately, NVA fled, Ab 080CH Reeom
Team inserted vieinity YD 9360, At O0830H, ERRIE {heméd}: alpihed’s -
rope bridge, vicinity XD 951599, suspended over stream. No action
taken. At O90CH, I/3/5 discovered 21 NVA KIa, 15 vicimity YD 036415
and 6 vicinity YD =1567. This was site of'1/3/5 ambush of 12 NVA
squads at 232215H. At 0920H, Recon Team obgerved & to 10 men walking
north in canopy vicinmity XD 953545« Men wore utildties, floppy hats,
and web gear, fire mission was called, unable to observe effacta. AL
0920H, B/2/1, while searching ridge line in viclnity YD 039653 received
four rounds. smper fire from approxim tely 50 meters away; 15 rounds
7.62 immediate fire returned., Area searched wibd negative results.
At TOOSH, 1/1 sighted NVA position on slope of ridge vicinity ¥D
02663, Position appeared to bave been hit by arty/air strikes.
Position consisted of four bunkers and epproximately 20 fighting holes.
1/1 unable to eall ertillery fire rdesion due fo units of 2/liin the
areas 2/l notified of the positions. At 10I0H Recon Team extragted
from vicinity YD 938602, At 10L5H, E/2/1 ambush vicinity XD 989597,
Killed one NVA and recovered NVA weapon. #4t J03CH, H/Z/K searching
ridge line vieinity YD 039651 dlscovered enemy position along tho
length of the ridgesy pbaition: cdntained seven NVA-KIAj; digoovered one
AK-47 in open erea. At 1030H patrol from 307mm Datry attached to 3/5
33 scovered battalion camp site vielnity YD 08361k; erea oontalned L
to 5 lean~to's and LO fighting holes/trenchess empty magdzine pouches
were found in the srea., At 1055H, K/3/5 vicinity YD OL5619 discovered
one NVA KIA, NVA was dressed in brown uniform, appperad-$o have died
of wounds 2 or 2 days previous. Had no weapon or equipment on his
pergon. At 1120H, Reson Team extracted from vidnity ID 085855,

At 1215H, 1/3/5 engaged four NVA vicinity YD 0116165 two were cap-
tured, 1 KIA #nd one was wounded but managed to gol away. Contact
was made on well used trail rurming north and south- At 12LOH, I/3/5
made contact with NVA force originally reported ag-of undetermined
strength in vieimlity ¥YD OL1616. At 125H, D/)/¥ patrol discovered
one NVA KIA vieinity YD 027631, This was site of fire fight on prev-
jous day. NVA apparently died of tullet wound in the head. Pabrol
recovered one rifle, one carriage and receiver with barrel for heavy
machine gun, one pack/with rice, 10,00Q rounds:7.62mm and L Chicam

grenadese. Also battle dressings in the area., Grenades were
destroyed in p 1300H, £/2/1 encountered three NVA, vicimity
1 2
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XD.989605, took them under fire killing two, . The patrol physically.-
pursued remeining NVA, When let Platoon F/2/) moved into aredidnmm:. -
effort to trap remaining NVA they discovered ene.AK«jJ,one SKS, misc, - -
equipment, and documents. A% 1330H, Recon Tsam obsérved six men at- .
tempting to establish an ambush along the stream vieinity XD 939577+

No action teken dua to loss of contact. At 1330H, B/1/Linitiating

a detailed search of NVA Base Camp, nowAidentified as approximately
100 men in strangth and moving northeast toward YD 0262 from TD OLGL. .
1/3/5 vidinity of ¥D 0L1L616 received sniper and mortar fire. Ab X63H - .
B/1/3 apprehended one NVA WIA; rendered mediocal add.. At :moﬂs X?‘ \
in contact vicinity YD 0L6616. M/3/5 in contact vidinity YD'0elib35.. -

. */3/5 moving to assist I/3/5. At 175GH, C/1/3 on‘pabrol in vielnity: ..

of 1/1's contact of 23 July disoovered two NVA ‘bédies dressed in .- .~ -
khaki uniforms. The bodies Were covered with leaves, ‘albo-found.wes ..
a soverad right hand from an undiscoversd body: At 1800K Bf¥fI're- . .
turning from a patrol found one NVA body dressed’in green umiform:. - -
vieird ty YD 060633, NVA: apparently killed by 'single gun shob wound,
At 184BH, 3/5 weported one UHe3l down in Mf3/Ste-area vicinity ¥D
012628. Helo downed by small arms penetratioh of trensmission oil

pan, 11/3/5 platoon provided seourity at locstion of the down helo,

Lt 1930H, Co's E and H and 2/l CP recoived qéoroadmately-ﬁ"ﬂm L
mortar rounds. G Co looation vicindty YD 039655 at the same time.
received approximately 25 rounds 60mm mortar, Fire was returned =
immediately with 60mm, 8lmm, and artillery, ‘Units sustained one KIA

and 60 WIA., The attack appeared to be wéll coordinated, incoming
mortars ceased as friendly counter=fire begans - 3/3 called ahd ob= '
served the counter=fire reporting excellant effect on target with: * -
secondary explosions observed, At 1952H, 1/3 and 3/8 reported mortar
flaghes in vicinity YD 025647 eppeared to be mortars firing on 2/4,
artdllery counterebattery fire called iny At 2030H MedEvao Whils abw .
tempting to ovacuate casualties in LZ et K/3/5 position:received 12:Tmm -
machine gun fire from vicinmity YD 013623+ 'All WIA evacuated without -
incident after enemy fire neutralized., At 2J0CH WIA not evacuated

from I Co due to 12,7mm fire, fire doing 1ittle damage, mostly going
overhead, WIA were moved to & securs zone 80 helo's could land.’ '
Cumulative casualties as of the end of Yhis reportihg period reoorded as
friendly, 9% KIA and 332 WIA, Enemy cesualties weére reocorded as 576 - -
KI4 confirmed and 638 KIA probables and 8 NWAG, ~ - =~ -~ -~

n 1630 (35 Ny L968)c., /L 5 R
conduct. search and destroy opere

tions in gones of responsitility. .Units: -
encountered light contactse 1/X prepared to support 3/5 operetions. 2/ -

cammenced movement to YD 0565 to support 1/3. 1/3 dsplaced to ID 067670, e
L/3/5 continued to move in direction of I/3/5 position. K/3/5 was 300 - - - -

meters to the east. I/3/5 moved to the west. Contact remaihed very . -
light.At. 1305H irc Light atrike il was dropped in vieinity of YD 934, :
a secondary explosion resulteds 3/L on. order mowed to LZ CROW in vicinity -
of YD 050620, 1/3/12 wes helo-Iifted from YD 092517 to 2/E Comand Post.
Lift wes completed at 1730H,

Tom T S |
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During this day of operation contact was onnsidersd. light buf sig-
nificant. At 0646H, C/1/3 discovered 4o NVA KIA at ¥D 056661,

i Patrol also found two dispatch cases with documents at YD QS,zézl.

At 0825H, & recon patrol observed 40 to 50 oivilians .carryling

3 pundles and wearing mixed clothing and herding oattle, moving East

» on a road at XD 981644, 2/1 at 0850H, reported 4tha they had 50 to B
60 civilians that were moving East along route. 9 in #:close proximity .
t0 their position. 2/1 reported they were holding them there currently .
and had requested ITT. .t 10154, 2/1 revorted that the civilians

R being detained by F/2/1 at XD 991556 wére interrogated and investlg-

f ation revealed that 18 families of a Montagerde Village fitom-the GE.1U ; '

f Area were moving to CAM L0. The village head may-had ip his possession, . -
; a letter of introduction from GALU o Wike CAM 1O District, The reasop .
3 given for moving was to leave the area under bombing and artillery

fire, At 1425H, B/1/1 was under mortar attacks Bf1/1 returned 12

rounds of mortar at suspected NVA at YD 025647, Artillery mission

also called in on NVA position with resulis unknown, 6/2/4-at 2512H,

was under mortar attack, G/2/4 receiyed~22 morfar rounds estimataed
to be B2mm, from a position suspected 0.be an NVA position from

YD 053647 to YD 055652, G/2/4% returned f;\ﬁg with artillery and 8lmm
mortars. Incoming mortar fire ceased immediately. Unit sustained

no casualties and results of counter fire unknown. At 16304, 1/3/5
engaged some 20 NVA at YD 011616, The NVA commenoed firing.. L/3/5
: returned fire immediately killing four NVA aoufifmed and 18 probables,
At 2017H, Recon radio felay at YD 098522 reported ‘contast with WA,
Mortars and small arms fire was received by the radio relay unit. ‘
: Fire was returned by the unit and NVA fire had ceased by 2040H., Unit

i sustained no casualties. - :

0. D+l (26 July 1966). Units on seargh and destroy operations
began to movc South and Southwest. Use of ‘supporting arms being
brought to bear more heavily on targets and syspected targets. 11
continues moving toward CAM 1O while 2/1 and 1/3 contimes ‘search and
destroy operations in, their zone of responeibility. 2/4 had displaced
to DONG Hi after being replaced by 2/9 on this date: <
at_DONG HA assumed role oi Tag ; ser
very light during this period. Casualties
and 6 WIA, Enemy casualties were reported
and no NVAC.

p. D12 (27 July 1966). At OB00H 1/3 'and 2/9 erossed.the line of
departure and moved South to seize and ocoupy their assigned object-
jves. These objectyves were, ONE at YD UVAE, THD.at YD 0666, HRER at /
YD U765 and MOUR at YD 0783. By 1020H 1/3 had seized and occupled

objective €NE, no contact was made. 2/9 contirued to move South toward

4 obiectives TWO and FOUR. At 0845H 2/4 commenced air 1ift from DONG HA
to PHU BAI via fixed wing aircraft. At 1 » Yhe rasar poin _
patrol ocoserved one NVA coming through at YD 102600, " The point and

1 e 18 | . r,\m;‘ﬂ‘a

reported as friend
as 2 XIA with 17 probables
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- continued the atltack to selze and occupy objective 1

~ patrol took cover and prepared to ambush the NVA. NVA came within close

proximity of the patrol and patrol Jjumped out to grab him, The NVA
raised s hands and presented a safe conduct pass. At 1lOOH, M/3/5
was moving. One unarmed NVA approached the end of the column at YD -
014617« He stated that he wished to surrender as he had originally -
been captured by the VA and ordered to gather information on the Ul.S,
Forces. OCaptive was evaluated. G/2/L4 departed DONG at 1l via
Rough Rider Conv y b VAR

[ ) L b )
objective TWO was selzeds ~1/3 then occupied objectives ONE and O -
and was consolidated on these positions for the night, 2/l Lft to
PHU BAI was comploted at.1205H, 2/L continued .t6 provide one company -
or ‘wo hour alort and the Battalion (=) on a four hour alert in com=
Pr_once with tholr assigned mission as Task Foroca Delta reserves. 3/5
contirmed to conduct search and destray operations in assigned z0ne
and completed displacement of their Command Post by 12L7H to XD 979586,
2/9 continued attack to seize objective THREE. Objective THREE wae
seized by 1LUSH and was occupled by 2/9. Friendly casualties were
recorded as 122 KIA and 437 WIA with 661 NVA KIA confitmed, 837 KIA
probables, and 12 NVAC. These casualties were cumulative from D=1l
on 1 July 19664 : .o o Co

q. Drl13 (28 July 1966). In hours of darknass urd ts' éonducted mght

defensive operations in assigned areas of responsitility. , Ambushes, -
patrols, and listening posts were conducted, . 2/l at PHU BAI continued - A
to maintain ons company on two hour alert and the bettalion (=) en '
four hour alert in compliance with assigned mission ag Task Force
Delta reserves 3/L provided security for Task Force Delta Conmand - = N
Poat and maintained & Sparrow Hawk siq.uad. 1/1, 2/1, and 3/5 conducted ‘
8 rch and destroy operations in assigned zonea. = 2/9 at OBOOH ordssed
phase line RED, moved gouth to seize and ocoupy objective FOUR. At

3 0830H patrol of 1st Force Recon reported approximately 150 to 280 NVA

“ in thelr area vic XD_919528, Artillery was called in on NVA position,
ks a fesult the patrol reported 15 NVA KIA confirmeds A&Y gbikkes were
called in, Results 50 NVA KIA confirmeds At OB4GH the kst Force Recon
patrol reported 50 MA at XD 919528. carrying out theip dedds -drtillery. ... .
mission again called in on positions Total results by artilledy and’
air was reported as 65 KIA confirmed.and 20 WIA probable, At L21SH,
M/3/5 diacovered a cache of NVA gear at XD 999593« Recovered 1 machine.
gan, 1 oil case, 1 bayonet w/scabbard, 1 map case, X blankets, U1 =
sweat shirts, 12 khald uniforms, 6 pre of drawers, { pr. of gotks, 5

bags of rice, 5 hammocks, 2 pre sneakers, J.cantean, ) magagine, 150

rounds of 7.62mm ammnmitdon, 40 feot of primer cord, end 200 pounds of TNT,

{wm@% e,
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it 13154, M/3/5 discovered another cache at XD999593 which included il
sweat shirts, 84 pair trousers, 9 hand grenades, 30 hggmooks.‘S'bags of
medical su~plies, and 40 pair shorts. The area had been used within

the past two days. H/2
XD 977572, Engaged NVA
unknovin,.

{1 at 22458 ambished an unknown nurber of NVA at
with small arms and 60mm mortars with results

r. Db (29 July 1966). 1/1 conducting ‘search and destroy oper-
ations in assigned zone, Operations“consistﬁd;q;;small unit search and

destroy type patrols se
Battery F/2/1l to SLF,

eking NVA stragglers. At 0500H 3/12 displaced

2/1 conducted search and destroy operations in

assigned zone® with emphasis on patrolling out from the company positions,

1/3 conduoted search an
emphasis on patrolling

d destroy operations in assigned zone with
to the north. 2[4 remainsd as Task Forgo Delta

to provide security for TFD

reserve located at AI. 3/4 continu

Commord Poet and to maintain the Sparrow Hawk Squad. 3/% conducted
search and destroy operations in assigned zoneg“éxqépk‘I/B/SVBnd X/3/5
continued to make preparations to displace. 2/9.méved overland by foot

to TFD Command Post at
Battery 1ift commenced

10132592, 2/9 arrived at TFD at 1105H, Whiskey
at 11450 to DONG HA and was completed by 13554,

At 1200H, 2/9(-) departed their command post by truck convoy and ar-

rived DONG HA at 1530H.
and move to DA NANG on
commenced to return to

Both units will remain in DONG HA overnight
30 July 1966, At 1330H 1I/3 5 and K/3/ 1if%
ships of the SLF, A% DJT/1 apprehended

one NVA who walked up to D/1/1 position waving a white cloth and’ SUr'e
rendered. NVA was evacuated to the Command Post, At 1BOOH patrol of
First Porce Recon unit was ambushed by six NVA at XD§75978. NVA were
wearing black P.J,'s and armed with bolt action type weapons. The
ambush was activated about 15 meters from patrol.  Patrol killed two.
NVA and wounded one. Napalm delivered into area appeared to have killed

the remaining four to include the WIA. The recon

unit sustained 4

WIA, not serious, Patrol was retracted at 19308 from XD 974472, Cas-.
ualties are recordcd as: friendly; 123;KIA}and,ﬁ40‘WIA,aﬁd enemy;

780 KIA confirmed, 902

KIA probable, and 14 NVAC.

5. D+1E égg Julg 1266;. At 0630H, 1/1 displaced;frbm»YD-07260h\
to CAM LO a . 1 arrived there at 10304, 2/1 continues to
conduct search and destroy operations in zone of responsibility and

prepares to assume responsibility df[3/5'zona‘qpc?ﬂtheidiSplacamant‘Qf ‘
3/5 to the SLF. 1/3 continued to conduct.search and destroy- ogerations
in assigned zone and at 0630H assumed’contfol‘otiili”zonei:“At‘O?ZOH,‘2/9

commenced 1lifting units
continued assigned miss

via fived wing airoraft to Dh NANG.. -2/t -
ion as Task Force Delta f&serve and commenced

movement by Rough Rider Convoy to DONG HA at 0800H, ' Movement completed
at 1320H. 3/4 continuved to provide security for TFb, Command Post, LSA,
3/12 and to maintain Sparrow Hawk Squad. 5/5 displaced from this command:

[ i
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sogt ab XD 980585 to 2/1 camand post st YD 9BUS 63 punding 181t to SLF LA

where OPCON will be chopped ab completion. of 14 %, - AS 200CH, Golohel - ¥° 4

D. W, SHERMAN passed the ¢ of lyth Marine Regine QOolonel ? p.
CEREGH]LNO it Lo, L/L qeparie ‘ enroute 1o ] A vie m L
convoy to awalt transportation to DA NANG, At JB00H OPCO: oYy - .

chopped to $th Marines at 1332He 3/5 Lift was o&@d‘ﬁd"’at»ﬁﬁﬂn
OPCON of 3/5 chopped to CTG 76,5 st 15254, @/9 and M Datbery
& splacement completed at 1658, Fourth &u’-'ines ‘Rougrlﬂdw»cmvw L
gouth to PHU BAL aprived at 200(He «% i B T

% Das Ly 1?66). Units etntinued to onduck defensive
operations W —{udod,ambushes, patrolsy Ustening posts, and obe .
servatior posts. Enemy contact was light. 1/3/12 outpost; recelved

two incoming grenades and several T -of -amall amms from & gmall
group of Wh, Ef2/L also sighted Lo NVK 8t XD 905559 v+ Sf3. ntinted
to conduct search and destr orationg. in assigned ar : !& Toves .

to CRT TO for trensportation to
nd agsumed res
NG W T &

i forcee & ] PGON ¢ 46 X oy

Battslion. 3/ continued providing security for the Task Force Delta

cormand postes 3L wae chopped OPOON to’ Flrst Marines at Q900H, '

B/2/3(=) was 1ifted to DONG HA to provide securify for Rough Rider

Convoy return to FHU DAL, First Force Regon patrols made ‘vontact

with NVA while on an insertion, One patrol sustained meWIA as & -

result and extraction wes made irmediately. ’ o h
u, D17 (3 August 1966)e 1/3 131t wasmade: to-Dh NANG Yy fixed -

wing alrcraive 5F 173 chopped:to Third Marines 2% OT00H, 21 -

wag 11fted to DONG Hi via helicopbers - A platoon, of 2/1 was 1ifted %o,

YD 340698 to provide security for tarks that made trip to DONO Min

LCU's, At L20CH Task Force Delta was, deactivated and gontrol of

Opereation FASTLNGS T mAnoAng O51108T, oI MATSN08e ]

" ve DB §2 Auen[st 1966) AL urd &8 continged their assigned
misaionss pros c—sivty for DONO HA, the Sparrow Hawk Squad; -
rapid reaction oompany, 2nd Lith Marines reserves /L provided sec- .
urity for the Fourth Marines forward dommand post. The only oontact.

yas 1/l bridee soourity obsarved two persons outside their protective
wire and took under fire, Individuals s thdrew _,rhrd.‘dly;;:to 4he south.

0. Dv19 (3 Dugust 1966), Operatbon FASTINR ermipatad 1200
iugyst 1500 _Fourth Ma Ties (e *J’.&.ﬁ L

Gonvoy &nd Continued assigned misslo
e R e | UCLASSIFIED
a. Friendly casusitiode wlumE g& ‘ ‘ B—
Fgrigg a -
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(1) 768 KIA (o
(2) 908 KIA %%o’ﬁb“ab’i‘“eg)
(3) 17 NUAC

o

c. Friendly eguip_mmt 19;363.

d, Enemy eguiment losses

(1) Weapons

(2) Web Gear
(3) Grenades
(L) Packs

() 12.7 rounds
(6) Mines

(7) 81/62mm Morter
(8) 7.62 rounds
(9) Money
(10) Documents
(11) TNT

(12) Medical supplies

12, hdmnistrative Matters

8¢ St-renﬂti; hs

7 DECLASSIFIED
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Negligible:

10 ‘Barrels
68, each
Bl ¢l sach
18,200 rounds:
LO-each
- 302 younds
300 pounds -
262 pounds
1,825 -pounds

(1) Effective in tho field strengths of Headquarters, Tesk "
Force Delta, Infantry and Artillery battmong{-@ndg the recomal ssAnce

group on the day they wore cammitted are a8 follows:. | |
UNIT BISTED. DATE COMMITTED
— [ e R
HgCo lLith Mar (includes 36 1 18 - 1 1B

TFD J’.ugrner;tation), , R L
2ndBn Lthder 26 1 g0 - .27  15Jul
3rdBn LthMar o2k p! Ly : S 150a
lstBn 3rdMar. 2ly 2 W11 . 23 180
3rdbn Sthter (SLF) 6o b 12207 9 18 Jul
1stBn lstMar 19 0 L37 - 28 ;6 Jul
2ndBn lstMer _ 28 1 6&2./_ .3

T gy
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UNLT OFFICER ENLISTED  DWTE COMMITTED
- usMe— U USMG“"""""VSN -
2ndBn 9thMer 19 o .. .305 g 0@
3pdBn 12thMAT 3 g . . 533 . 2 15 Jul
Recon Group A 7 . 0~ 95. T ',15 Jul
Cosuel®BO8 pones o WA o 126 dld ot
Kh L | TZ(of this totsl 126 &4 not
‘ ' S r'a_quir;efevaena;tiogl" and were,
' _ _ not evacusted frol their units)
JON-HOSTILE 2 T ) - :
win  CAPTURED

c. GCasuslly Rep orting , . |

(1) Cesualty Regf’dﬁg'zwaé carried. cut’in acoordance with 3d
Marine pivision Order 0O« s e N St

(2) The 33 Battalion, Sth Marines aeoompli,al;ed 148 OWD cagual Wy

reportdng. : - .
“%3) Casualty Repdrting Teoms Were. a‘tatg;one_c_l;at g1l evacuation
points, "A" and np» Med, the ‘ipmcmon,and_mgss_.j.'_,ﬁc"z-yad and NSA
DANANG were covered vy representatives £rom Divielon Casualty ~Reporting
Center, At these points 1dentiﬁoat«5.¢n~axﬂ t_ne‘dig,c&li!.rifomaﬁon concerning

by courier vo Division CRCC. S :

() Service records_ of the 33 Battalion, 5th Marines were located
aboard the USS PRINCETON, Service records of the 1st Battalion, 18t
Marines were moved from DANANG, and service records £rom a1l PHU BAI based
uni ts were moved to & centralized looatdon in the Lith Marines CP at PHU
B. One of the afficulties encountered was in acquiring cagualty infor-
nation from the 1SS REPOSE because of a lack of commurd cation and/or transe
portation. Thig difficulty was resolved by & ecourier from the casualty
reporting team aboard the REPOSE, utilizing whatever yransportation possible,
delivering casualty reporting forms to PHU BAI« The trip fram the USS REPOSH
to PEU BAL on ocoagion took as long a8 36 hours W coumpletes

a Supely

(1) the primary source of supply wes froms

g
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(2) Force logistics Support Group "M mF’--f "’3
(b) Force Logistics Suppgﬂ' ‘Unit #2 fes v *

(1) Chronology of Logistics tuild up.

(a) 13 July 1966 a base of &ll classes of supply was este
ablished at L8A located in DNG Hi, The base sstablished was 10 days
Class V and 5 days classes I through IV for 1 battalion and 1 battery.

(b) 15 July 1966 a build up ogumenced to 5 days all.classep
for 3 infantry battalions and supporting artillery. This action was
completed on 18 July 1966 and involved the transport of 1.3 million
pounds, all by fixed wing air with the axogpiion of a very small amount
. of Class V transported to the LSA by convoy foam PHU BAT.

(¢) hs k4 battalions and 2 batteries were added, 11ft ree
quirement were increased to attain a goal of 8 days Clgss V and 5 days
all other classes. Thiia requirement necessitated an average dally sus-
taining rate of 115 tons per day by air in addition to bulld up.

(3) Supply point distribution was eatablished Lor ¢ battalions,
i tetteries and the Headquarters. Unit distritution was—established for
S battalions and 2 batteries. Supply point dlstmibution averaged about
100 tons per day; Unit distribution by helicopter averaged about 75 tons
per day with a peak day of 110 tons. e

(L) During Operzation Hastings tha

of supplies by ixed wing aircraft ¢ and 160 tonkof 214 aa ] y. foughe
rider. Additionally 100 tons .of Class IITA“Was delivered by 1CU and

240 tons of Class IIIA and 240 tons of Olass ¥V by USN IARKS loading from
YFU?s. During the same time 1190 tons ‘of supplies were sent to wnits by -
helicopters and 900 tons Were picked up Yy units:at-the 1SA ly trucks.

At the closé of Operation Hastings, dump’iavels:on moat items #ere 15
days allowance for a regiment. In partioular-the. cbjeotdlve was a follows:

CLASS ‘ 7 -DAYS

mee s

R

v © 15 (tess u which vas
- : - eatablished at 10

days)

e. Maintenance .
o | o
(1) Iimited 3rd echelon maintenance for ordnance, motor trans-
port and cammunication equipment was availsble in the LSA. Equipment re=
quiring maintenance beyond organie or LSA capability was evacuated on &

o2k ' -

L P
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priority basis.

£+ Treatment of casualties and Evacﬁatiéiﬁ aﬁd Hosj:iiali‘z#tibn,-" .

(1) 4 Shotk and Resusitation Unit wes esbablisﬁed at the ISA at Wi

'mNG Hhe Casualtiss were evacuated through this facjlity. Casualties

were then further evacuated to "A" Med and ‘the more-saricus’onesd were.
further ovacuated to "C" Med as well a8 NSA DiNANG. .As the opsration
progressed, the facilities aboard the USS Princeton as well as the US8
Repose were utilized. : D ST :

. (2) During the period 1y July threugh 31-July, & total of 902
patients were treated by "D' Med. . Evaouasflon was as followss . . -

NUMBER _ 1OCATION
339 e S -USS REPOSE ., .. -
107 o _ USS PRINCETON ., .. =~ 77 .
107 e : BAM MED i et Ly
164 oo o MO MED, LT e e
39 . - LRVN - to ARVN. epllection point.
[ : : Captives to .collection paint .
%% o - Returned to duty C

g. Transportation- - : Sl .
(1) Transportation was primarily by air with fixed wing from.
DANANG and PHU BAI and helicopter in the: objective areas Tmicks wers ..
used t0 corvay some personnel.ard suppliea fram PHU BAI to DONG Bhp. One
addi tional convoy frem DANANG vesupplied the LSi'with some Class I and
Class V. YFU's were utilized to transport Class III and Class IIIA from
NSA to DONG Hi. « - . N

PRI |
s A
Al '

he Commnications . .
1. Modical BEvaluation.

(1) The establishment of a Shock angd Resusitation Unib 8t the
L84 proved to be an excellent advantagee The elode proximd .of this
unit to the objective area saved several lives which may hav been.1lbst
if a longer medical evacuation had have baen required. The .blose coop=
eration and coordination of medical evaguation by helicopter {s note-
worthy. : * ‘ S R s

13. Sgecial guimgnt ag‘d‘.‘l‘schm..gu'u. .

. 3 "
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1k. OCQMIANDER'S ANALYSIS

8. Lessons Learned. Although most of the following lessons
learned have been stated before, they are still important enough:
to emphasize againe -

(1) Troop Dispersion. Troops bunching up contimes to be
the most flagrant %o!a%{on of basic military pritciples. -1t cocurs
in every phass of an operation. It is worse in'the landing ‘zone

(both on landing and extraction), at times of resupply on pesition,
and when the troops have been relieved from the lines and they are .
moving into bivouac. Company Commanders, Platcon Leaders, and Squad
Leaders must be told repeatedly to keep-thelr men well dlspersed at-
all times in tho combat sones Once is not enough. This must be done
every day and prompt corrective action must be taken overy time trocps
are not properly dispersed. ) L

(2) Ambushes by ¢« The-ambush 4
mein foree, an etnamese t¥oopss per use ol scouts a
patrols is tho only solution to the problemi No uidt should move
into ambush terrain without complete sesurity to front, flanks, and
rear. Standard North Vietnamese-tactics make use of decoys %o lure
units into ambushes, Individuals or small groups that make them-
selves obvious and run into areas where good cover and concealment
exist are good indicators of an ambush. The area thay have entered
should be saturated with artillery before the area is carefully
probed ty scouts and mutually supporting patrols. The main hody of
ary elament should be moved into an area with great csution and then
only when a camplete bezse of fire has boen bLidlt up and mortdrs have
been registered. A squad of the enemy isn't worth-the 1ife of even
one Marine. Movement into ambush terrain must be préteded by 8 . -
thorough search of all the hMigh ground, ‘We want to-idll: the sneny
with our supporting arms-not with rifles, grensdes and bayonets. 1f
detailed probing isn't practical then recon by fire must be used.
This means artillery, mortars and alr as the primayy means and
orgenic infantry weapons as the secondary meanss When scouts and .
patrols make contact, thay should bo withdrewm under the cover of
the base of fire and the arsa saturated with supporting amms,

(3) Enemy use of Mortars. Any urit that ocoupies 3 position
for more than Z[_hol axpect to.be-mextirads - Partioularly
hazardous is terrain surrounded by highed ground and:covered with
treos., Tree bursts intengify the lethality of mortars, - Most mortar
attacks are experienced at resupply time whan the &rrival and departe
ure of holicopters give away the urdt location or at might after the
enemy has observed preparations for digging in for the mght. Troops
who do not wear helmets are particularly wulngréble to tree-bursts -

- [%¢3

even when in foxholes. Another enemy tactic i8 to 1ob a rew”i?mnds

into advancing troops, then wait uhivil groups cangregate to
wounded and drop more mortars right in on top of them,

26
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air strikes while airborne. The TAGA provided did yeoman's service
but could not possibly cover 8ll the targets.or areas in which units
were engaged. Without the outstanding service providad R : B
Force A0's and FAG(A) Marine unite in Jporataon uss
sohicvod Jgse puccesss T

(5) istillery Fire on Enemy Si htings. Timé and time agaln
enamy troops wece sight Teoon and othegr und.be who called a few
rounds of artillery in on the enenys While it im not. duggested that
artillery amunition should be wagted, the practloe of fiming one or
two rounds at a time on small “groups -of- eneny. 18’ bn ineffective use
»f artillery. Battery volleys ghould be used and ‘popoated as long -
ag thers 18 a reasonable chance of hitting the .enery. o

(6) Withdrawal from offensive defenelve position. An eésgntiél

part of moving & , Jdefensive p on i8-the

helicopter, All avenues of spproach available to the eneny musi be - -
covered by fire., These fires must be continuous. ¥henever possible to .
keep the enemy from massing & force to attack the ,

Jeaving the position. The last elements to leave 8 position must be
covered by elements which have already moved out. .No gap should be -
parmitted to develop between the main body and thé rear guard. Timing.
of a withdrawal is vital, and nothing muet be perrdtted to delsy the .-
movement. Resupply must be gnﬁcipated and must not hold up the -
movement . T : T e

«. The nesd for & heavy

14 ft helicopter 1o re e downed nel.os was egain d onstrateds .
Tactical troops were required to remsin %00 long in ‘ekposed -areas to
protect downed helos, Either they should be 1ifted out or repalr
teams dispateohed quickly, to eliminate the orisis that always develops
Just before dark, of having to withdraw troops during poor conditions
or, equally as badyhaving to reinforce and tesupply a-unit tied down
on such a missione . o S

(8) Flere Plang Availability. In an_envirement such as
Hastings continuous ooverage one or more flare plane is & must, -
Tho minimum scceptable posture is st-% alert capable of dropping the
first flare in 10-15 minutes. If cooparatdon does not provide this
level of support, then request to MACV should be made to direct that

it be provided.

(9) Control of Hellpcoplorsse Pogltive dontrol of heldeopters
can only be assure proper e of all pllots. Pilots who have
not flown in the ares and espocially those from DANANG and QHU LAI mst.
be triefed on procedures and restrictions in the oombat area, FPermission
to land must be obtained from the DASC and the area for landingwuat be

clearly delineajeun ede

N [T
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(10) The term "deys of supply® for ammunition and fuel becomes
mearingless when the average daily oxpenditure exceods the DOS by two
or three times. Everyone concerned must be kept informed of the number
of items on hand, the number of items expended, &nd the number of items
being brought into the dumpse Dump levels must be predicsted on expend-
i tures instead of on a theoritical level stated in terms of DOS,

(11) Arc Light Strike. Tho Arc Light Strike is an effcetive
tactical weapon, nowever, it must be properly fiffed into the ground
commander!s scheme of maneuver. Arc Lights must be in response to his
request, not forced upon nim. Time space factors of troop movements are
controlling factors in dotormining whether an ire Light is desired. In

mountainous, jungle terrain it may teke a unit three days to move the

3,000 meters safely M stanoe . meking the Arc Tight an obstacle rather
fhan & .berciit to the ground forces.

(12) Marking of LZ's, Helicopter landing zones must be

clearly marked With pancls by all units and nenned by personnel who ?

nave been trained to direct the pilot to & landinge.

e Most of tha operating are2 was urminhabited, resulting in veryr \
1ittle civil affairs activitics. The Psychological Warfare Operctions b
are discussod in detail in enclosure (9.

15, Recommandations.

There arc a number of recasmendations included in the enclosures.

I majority of tham can, and will be coted om by this headquarterse Of i
particular note are those included in enclosure (8)(Adr Operations). '

L. E. ENGLISH

) | Uigglssirie
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From» Commanding Offioer, let Marines
Tos Qommanding Offiocer, 4th Marines

Subjs COombat After-iotion Report 8-66
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N | st B, st NAR LUG {20 7066
. - | HEADQUARTERS

{st, Battalion, ‘lut(Marh‘)\oa
... 18t Marine Division (Rein) -FIF F/p  CCrHnd
W San Francisco, California, 096602 COPY_ﬂ__, of '

~ [GCLSSIFIED Yo
Ser No.
: 6 August 1966
from: Commanding Officer ’ ' | | 4/ :

To: , Coumanding General, Task Force Delta -
Via: Commanding Officer, 1st Marines

Subj: Combat After-Action Report 8-66
“Ref: (a) Maps VIETNAM, 1:50,000 AMS Series 701, Shests 6461 III,
' © 6460 IV, 6361 T and-6361 IT o
- (b) G, 3rd MarDiv Msg 1223102 July 1966
Encl: - (ig Operations Overlay. /&, ==a. b7
(2)~ Sketch of NVA Campsite , <~ %4 L.
(3). Stream Overlay -
(4) - Trail Overlay
(5) ~Sequence of Events
1., Code Name: HASTINGS.
2. Dates of Operation: 161045H - 310830H July 1966

3. Locvatiog: QUANG TRI Province. See Enclosure (1).

4. GComtrol or Commsnd Headquarters: Task Force Delta

st Bn, ist es (- LtCol BELL

- Command Group Alfa
LnTm, Btry A, 1st Bn, 11th Marines

1
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Supporting Fcices.

Co B

" FO Tm, Btry A, 1st In,
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r1th Yarires . -

FO Tm, 81mm Mort Plat, H&S Co BRI PRI At ot ST

Det Comm Plat, S Co
Det Med -Plat, H&S Co

Co C

FO Tm, Btry A, 1st Bn,
FO T™m, Oime Mort Flat,
Det, Comm ilat, HeS Co
Det, Mad Plat, M3 Co

Company D
‘Co D o T

S

m Tm, 3uI‘y A, I-—-l Bn’

Capt MAIiSH .
11th Marines
HeS Co :
* . Capt MORIARTY .

[1th Marmea ‘

FO Tm, 8imm Mort Plat, H&S Co - .0 .-'"’.;‘,_

Det, Comn Plat, H&S Co
Det, M=d Plat, H&S Co

_"_'.).1_.1_.‘&?‘_5_99.

Reference (b).

A ' ol
‘ LR o L 1]
. ‘ .t . . i}
89gt DAVIS - .
il N . t *
.
A AT
"
+
PP S I R .
e w D lbiems
‘.

. I - - g . . . .
nnamn @i"‘! “f?{‘m‘ Ao
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N T W Operation FASTINGS wes & soaxch and dostroy operation

in tho GAM 10 Distriot of QUAN TRI Provinco, Prior intollfgence indicnted
thet olaments of tho 3524-B North Vietnsmese Division, with an estimated :
strength of 6,000 to 10,000 men, had infiltrated ooross the domilitarized
gome into South Viotnam during the month of Juno, end was presently loont-
od in o staging ares in the piledmont and Junglo covored mountedns wost of
CAM 10 village, Information rooeived from eevoral North Vietnameso ralliexs:
rovenlod thet the 324-B Division had ¥he missisn of 1iberating QUAN TRI °
Pravinoe and. defoating tho First ARVN Division during the coming monsoon
sceson, Further informatinn reoceived from these ralliers statod that the

~ 324-B Divisim ves medo up of three (3) infantry rogiments, tho 90th, 308th,
" end 312th, plus ono (1) 120mm morter company, one (1) 82mm rosoilloss =
onmeny, one (1) engineor battalion, one (1) 12,7mm anti-airoraft oompany,
ono (1) 'simal oomeny tad ono (1) noddssl sorpony, Each infantry reginent
omsisted of threo (3) infantry bettalions, Wompons roported to bo used by
oach infentry battalicn vero ﬂﬂfnllws'“ﬁ?mﬂﬂngrmanaﬁomy moTtexs s 57m

© reonilless rifles, B-40 rookets, heayy and lighl mnohine guns and assorfed

‘automatic and semi-rutomatio smAll erms weapons,.

(1) At 201230H , Comany D recoived e heavy volume of sutomatio
onil semi-automatic wospoms five fram an estimated two (2) NV2 platoons,
vell entronshed on both sides nf & stream vioinity coordinates (YD 044626) ,
(YD 050626), emt (YIT049629)s  Fire was received from &8 lemst. two (2) -187h
meehine gquns end one (1? hoavy machine mun hidden in well oamouflaged posit-
tns on either side.of tho stroam. Initial ecnemy fire rosulted in one (1)
USM KIA and two (2) TSM VIA (Evoousted)s Lrtillery and alr strikoes wore

_ eelled mm ememy positicns. with good ooverage of target £YO8, -.

- - (2) at 2016458, Crmpany D moved throwgh tho enemy positions notod
- above and found four (4) NVA EBOP. A4 scarch of tho area revealod epprox-
 dmately 308 one-man. covered fighting holes, two (2) machine gun bunkersy '
mme (1) Thifom somi~sutometio carbine,. two (2) ChiCom submechine guns, two .
(2) ChiCom grenedes, two (2) NVAi packs w/ascessorics, threo (3) N4 gas
masks, 250 rounds of Russian 7,62mm intermedinte emmmnition, five (5) meg-
wzines for ChiCom submichine gun, one (1) drum-type megasine for ChiCom
T.62mm 1ight mashine gun, and one (1) mep. case oontaining parsonsl letters
end the Commmist Propagenda Order for QUAN TRE Province, olassified SECREN.

. (3) At 202,00H, 18t Battali~n, let Marinos Commond Post located
in landing zone CROW (YD 050620) rooaived spproximataly 50 rounds of 81mm
mortor fire from NVA position balieved looated vieinity (YD 035620), result-
ing in threo (3) USM WIA (Bveousted)s Artillcry mission vellod on suspeoted
enemy mrriar position with undesormined results. - o .

< v S
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" pb. 210530%, "¢ supany D fouhd én-ebendoned NI oamp:Ritae At

ommgmjﬁ’m_ J45626) s . & sorroh ‘Of tho Sempe1fs vevenlod algt (8] ..

fresh NVA graves, 1000 ‘¥ouwids of Russibn 71, 62mm ' intermediate emmunltiony ..+

twn (2). NVA paoks w/anocssnries, dne (1) 7T.62m hoevy maohird g Yaxwoly .
and 10, ome~man covered fighbing ‘hol'dg, - Beliove this camp site €oba &~

‘sqund-sized bivouso area. . Bodies bolicved killed ‘during five.fight vith'

Compsany D on 80 July. Canp sits appenred to have Beohi fiastily ebandofieds’.

: (5) At 2111608, lst Bnttalfor, dst Marires Uomhind Syotp dls= -
onvored a large abandemcd NVA blvouag ares nd coordinatos (Y- Q4952?).
‘Belleve this aron to be prssidly bastalinh commant post, = Scerch’of the- - .
arca revesled 150, onc-maen Govéred fighting Foles, eisht (6). onckddg 0 ¢

gholters, frur (4) fresh NVA gravés,. six {6) émcm rrenades; 100, rowds 0
Russian 7.62m intermediate m?ﬂmlﬁich,]six"(g)‘m.qlg axes, fouf Ta) ehe -

trenching tools, 12 pomchad "10°nPsquito nets and numorcus Tiersonal” Ltoms
litered throughrut the ared,” A1l four (4) V2 brdles Are boldeved tn hive
been killed by Company D cduring fire fight M 20 July,  The entird bivoudo
aroa eppeared to be hastily'sbardoned.” e SRR ~

(6) At 230930H, Corpany C end D engaged:en pstimnted 20C man

NVA forpe well ontrenched on ridge lines lnoated (YD 03083%) and (YD 027
630}, Both opmpanies received: & hesvy volume'of eutometic; semi-eutomatio

and' ¥hoket fire, Friddly vhits retizned-fire Wwith small Arms, M-79-and
.60 mrcter fire. | Artillery ¥md armied helicopter misslons were ocelled on:
" epienty positions Wfth exdellent ooverage of target. A search of, the énemy”)

pesiti-ns revenled oight (8) NVA KBGF @hd six'(6) NVA KBMPC4S. : Many bléed:

tradls wero £rund leading west and'sigithwest fiom the enemy positims and !
1t 1s belioved that tho NVi foree' sustained 30 WIA (Probeble), &lso’found'
worer four (4) ChiCrm semi=automatlo oarbinis,” two (2)" ChiCdm’ submaching:
quns, one. (1) B=40 rocket round, six (6) B-40 rocket laumchers, eight (8),
Uy S M-26 fregmentoticn grenates, 15 ChiGom' grenefesy 1,200 rounds Russien
Te62mm linked ammmition, five (ani'wn-typ'_é ‘magazines Tor Chifom T.62mn -
light machine gun, two (2)° NVA proks w/docessnries’ and” essorted pabsonal '
aquiphent, Twn z2) NVA WIA were ceptured And forwerded to ITT for ihterko-
gati~n, .U, S. casunlties wares twn ‘(2) USMC XIa, two {2) USN XI, 19 USMC
WIA  (Bvaouaked)s, 0 T o UELTES n o eT

Tee i - v

S R Cr L ety S
. A7) "AtY 231650H, Crmpny D lroated at (YD 'OBRG D) reocived 00~
300 rrunis nf small orms fire from'an cstimated 15-20 WVA looated nt * (YD
028628) resulting in two (2) USMC VIL (Evacuatod)s Returned fire with small
ayps end gallod artillery fire om enemy position,’ /4 seargh of the enomy
nrgition revelled soveral blond’ trails and t!h‘ébf"('i) fresh NVE battle dross-
‘ings.. - Three (3) NVA VLM (Probedble)e . =~ B R

i
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(8) At 2412558, Company D patrol found tha bedy of ono (1) WVWA
KBGF at conrdinatesz?YD 027631}, This wns samo excn Comeny D engaged
NVA force on 23 July. /[lso found wexe one(1) ChiCom Submaohino ~un' w/2
megazines, me (1) vhecledeg M Tage w/mrunt for hee 7.62mm machin, g,
one (1) Te62mm barrel fum haavy machine mun. ono (1) v peck w/eccessnr-
1es, four (4) ChiCom gronades and 1,000 rounds of ivssian 7.62m 1inkod
ammunition, . .

‘ (9) At 2413304, Company B patrol condvcted soarch of NVi camp

site looated (YD 466%C. Tre following NVL oguipmont was frundy one

(1) vaz of documernts, iive (5) cans of To62mm Linko.. r',:xmm'itjon 7.,000
rounds), one (1) box of murkar ivses (5 fuses), cne (1; ammuaiti n pouch,
two (2) blocks ChiCom TNT, *hre: {(3) ChiCom grenaies, vo (2) icives, two
(2) entrenching tuols and essoricd moddical and porconal ojuwipmend,

' (10) At:241750H, Compeny ¢ patrol rownd wwe V%) UYL EBGT At
snordinates (YD 031633). Both bodies were wearlny kheki wiroums end
werc buried under leaves, N o wespons or equipment warc found with the
bodiess Ono (1) right hend was found not belonging to oithor desd NVA.:
Two (2) NVA KBGF, one (1) NVA WIA (probeble)e :

©(11)  Ac 24187%0H, Company, D patenl found the bréy of enc (1)
VA ¥BGF at conslinetos (YD, 060633).  No wespoms or equinmont wero fund -
with bodr:

(12) &% 251455Hy Compeny B located at (YD 043657) rcocived 12
rounds o 8lmm mortar fire from NVA mortar position belicver loertod &t
(YD 025047)s  Alr and arkillery fire mission called on suspcetol MVL
preitim with good coverage of targete No USM> omsusnltics.

(13) At 260820H, Compeny C found four (4) Russion 82mm roeket
rourds w/oeso, one (1) poncho, me (1) oartridge belt, threo (3) ammunit~
fon pouches and cight (8) ChiCom grensdes hidden in brush at ooordinates
(YD 050625). :

(14) 4t 271030H, Battalim 8-2 Borut patrol apprehended one (1) -
NVA sdldier et conrdinntes (YD 102600)s  NVA soldior wes unermed and hed
a safe oonduct pass in his posscssinone NVA broni:b to Bnttalion Crnmend
P gt for initirl interrogaticn and was sent t0 ITT for further interrcantion

(15) At 201405H, C rpany D ratrcl apprehended two (2) wvL s~ldier
on treil at onnrdinates (YD 102600), Both NV4 scldiers carried ChiCom Sub~-
ncching guns, packs and Chifom grensades, but readily turnod nver their
worpms o the inrinc patrole Both soldliers hal sefe conduot passes in
their pnssessi~n, Both were brought to the Battallon Commrnd Pogt £rr ipgs-
12l | intorrogation and were turned aver to IPT for further interrogatiwm, -
K .

.
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Y, m.mm&m:?asm. - Duydng, Qperatdon” HASTINGS, 1st Battélion,
1st Marines encounterd four (4) North Vietnamsse ‘p’b.i:l‘.’;“ jons which together
could aecomodate a battalion.  Farh of thuse positions were located along - -
streams for eauy access t> water, Al had excellent cover frouin asrial
observacion becaure of i lusiie canmoui, Cosking ovens were dug inte
stroam barke. Fuach wrca conwaliizd nunercusr ons-ainn fighting positions
sovered with logs aiu duii for puoteciion from artiliery snd/or aeridl
bombardment, Each position encountered is shown in Enclosure (2),
figures (1) through (4).

¢, Streams and Y.atle.

(15 Ctreamse  Seundas visowsd were found o exieh weish vvs not
indicated on The Ha L v by o0 n0dly forees. schn strzan oroountaved
has heen noted and is indicated on enclomre (3).

(2) Tralls. Orly ore (1) v21Y% used trail was fowd ic be in the ‘
18t Battalion, ist Marines,area of operation, wiici was not 3ndieabed on /
meps used bty fit.ondly foreces, MNwusréus infrequently used patha were . A .
found and severgl new troile were out by Marines during this operetions
The one (1) well used trail found during this operation is believed to be ;
a main infiltration routs nsed by the NVA do enter large valley which lied
Just west of CAM IO vilipe, This trall emd seveéral new trails cuwb by
Marines are chowr in encloare (4).

de Mo vn co0 Agabaells

1) Galioing.. M) NVA soldiers encoundered by 1st Lutiailon,
18t Marines during (werotion HASTINGS wore either khaki or green uniforms.

z

. ™~ Most uniforms appeared to he new, Hearly 211 NVA soldiers wore soft

Jungle covers with camouflaged materail sewed on thems Most of the NVA
soldiers wore "Ho Chl Mirh" sendles although some canvas boots with

rubber soles rore rotsd. o . .

]

fairly new web gear and packs. Nearly every NVA soldier earried a new first
aild packet, mosquito netting, poncho, mess gedr, eating utencils, and home-
made gas mask, These gas “-cks were made from plastic material sewed ’
tn the shape of a hood with draw strings around the neck. Eyes were cut

out of the boct ard (lcui plastic disks sewed in thelr place, Inside each
mask was thick cotton 3e rosk resembling & dostors surgiocal mask.

This apparently wae wotn in conjunction with the plastic hood, It was also
noted that eveiy soilizc carried a » me~nade wooden clrcular disk approx-
imately seven (7) isches in dimmeter. A line wae attached to this disk and
this disk was sccuscd 40 easch soldier's pack. Branches and large leaves
were then sttached to theps wooden dieks for camouflage purposes, "

(2) iquipment. ALL NVA soldiers appeared to be well equipped with .
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(1) Yesponse The NVA soldiers encountered during Operation
. | HASTINGS vere well armed with the newest of ChiCom amall exme Vespons, ..
Primary emphasis was pleced on lightweight automatic and semi-sutomatio
weapohis,  Most Irequently enooumtered weapons were the ChiCom semi-auto-
| matic oarbine, Type 56 (Soviet SKB) and the ChiCom 7.62mm Submachine gun
| Type 56, (Soriet AK). Almo used were the ChiCom 7.62um Squed Light Machine
g g;m Type 56 (Soviet RPD), ChiCom 7,62mm Light Maohine gwn, Type 53 (Soviet
1 M‘ and the ChiCom 7,62mm Hesvy Machine gym, Type 53 {(Soviet Coryunov
M 1943) ¢ During Operation HASTDNS, six (6) B-40 rocket lawnschers were
‘osptured elong with three (3) B=40 rocket rous.

(2) Opdnance.

a. Grensdos. Although eight (8) U, 8, M-26 fragmentation
grensdes were oaptured, the primary grenade used by the NVA soldiers wad .
the OhiCom Stiok }%vdbarmado. Baoh NVA ecldier appeared to be srmed with

a niflmh 5F Tour lrmé"ﬁ{wﬁ%ﬁn 4 total of 56 such grenades ware

o

captured during the operation,

. W The ChiCom 7.62m ocartridge and Russian 7,62mm
intermed {ete o ge were the only two types of ammmition encountered
during the operatior. Hach NVA soldier was well swplied with these cart-

ridges. It is estimated that osch NVA aocldier carried a minimm 350400
rounds of ammmition g4 his basic ammunition allovance, ¥

£+ 5 Jeetics Emloved by tho NVA. The tastios employed by the NVA
ageinst the lat Battalion, 1lat Marines during Operation HASTINGS oonsisted
of a series of strong delaying eotions designed to elow the advance of
Merine units while covering the withirawal of maximui nuzber of NVA troops
from the mein battle area. The NVA hale maximim use of high ground to
cover draws end ravines to whioh Marine unite were restrioted because of the .
dense jungle vegetation, Each defensive position oonsisted of & series of
mutually supporting, well comouflaged, coverod fighting holes centered
around two (2) or more maohine guns. Each delaying action emcouhtered -
eppeared to be well coordinated, Heavy, soourate sutomatio and semi-auto-
matio small arme fire wes suddenly brought o bear: on advancing Merine units,
As soon as Marine units regained fire supeariority or employed supporting
arms &fainst the NVA positions; the enemy barcke oontact and withirew a,long
prearranged routes of withdrewal, generelly In e west or southwesterly
direotion. NVA mortar fire sppearad to be thoroughlyegisistesod throughout
the arca.beocsuse of tho ecourecy of firet rownds on tarset and fire for
aeffect on target, o ,

r . -
o |hies gy
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g Morale and Discipline. The morale and aigoiﬁllné*& We Na
soldiers encowntered by the lst Battalion,. lst Merines during Operation

. HASTINGS underwent a stesdy decline as. the opex,at:.m puogressed. This

trend was oantributed to the massive employment of supprrting arms and

the strong, aggresaive antions and patrolling Qerried out by Merine. wita,
VA units- eleotea to fight only whon the te:xﬁn,,gm(,numrinalwmxeritym -
in wAfpower weére in their' favor, “Often, NVA units broke oontact. and h&stily
retreated; lesving dead end’ wounded behind. . (On geveral oooaaicma, the NVA .

g e

eotually dropped théit weapons and “equipment epd £led when Mgrine ynits .. -
gained fire auperioa:!.ty. Information received; fram NVA.ralliens and priaonera
~ -indicated that’ approxima.tely 50% of the NVA so;digrs encountered were reoent .
draftees with 1ittle military ¥¥aining, and who did not want .to .fight in
South Vietnam: Another 2%% d1d volunteer to oome to South Vietnam ehd the
remaining 25% hed no preference, Additionally, up to- 80%of thé personnel of
meny units were suffering from malarid., - - The large muwrber of
casualties inflicted by Marine air and a.rtﬂlery 1n rear aregs defindtely
\produced terrorizing psyohologiocel effect on.the gnemy, All these fastors’

contriouted to the -almost complete collapse and Breakd own ‘of the NVA mora.le
and diso.lpline towards the end of Operation HASTDR}S .

h. 'l‘he oomplete results of Operation BAST]NGS weme &8 follovst
: (1) NVA KBGF - 3(31) oonfirmed e
NVA mausmix - (6) oonfiimed |
NVA KDM‘GIS - (30) proba.'ble | |
a wu&cF - ()) oonfirhed o
. NVA. wmar' ~ (30) probeble : p
NVA wxmmws - (2) probable

NVA POW - (5) oaptured

(2) Weapons oap'*uredl .

i

(a) ChiCom 7,62mm Bubmaphine g'un, me 56 (Sov:l.ei m - (7)

(b) ChiCom 7.62mm Semi-e.utoma.tio oarbine, Type 56 (Sovlet SKS) -

(5)

(c) ChiCom B-40 Rooket Leunchers - (6)
W% oy ot e e

8 \ W\%oﬂ 15D

o ccrebe e —
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(3) Eouipment and ordnance.

(a) NVA Gas masks -~ (6)

(b} CHICOW Sili-k Hand Grenades ~ (56)

(¢) U.S. 26 Fragmeutsticn Cronades - (8)
(d) B-40 Rocket rounds - (3)

(e) NVA packs w/accessories - (10)

(f) Ponchos - (15)

(g) Yosauito Hettins ~ (10)

(h) LiVi cartridge belts - (6)

(1) NVA conteens - (13)

NVA aanunition pouches - (24)

~~
—e
~

(k) NVA first aid packets - (10)

(1) ‘'hreelec carriage w/mount for CHICOM 7.62mm Heavy iMachingun,
Tene 53 (Soviet Goryunov M1934) = (1)

(¢)  2rarc barrcls for above Heavy Machinegun - (3)

(n) 82u: Russian roeket rounds w/case - (4)

(o) NVA pidk oxes = (14)

(p) NVA entrenching tools - (6)

(a) CHICO 7.62ra linked amaunition - (5,000 rounds)

(r) Russlan 7,621 intermediate ammunition = (2,500 rounds -)
(s) CHICO: TV - (3 blocks)

(t) Magazines for CHICOM Submachinegun = (9)

(u) Drun~-tyne manazines for CHICO. Listt Machinegun -~ ( 13)

(v) an Cese w/SECRET NVA docunents - (1)

; wmm@@]

[ 4 | -
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Carryig case (canvas) for heavy machu!m - (1)

(x) Machette = (5)

() Knives - (M)
(3) Do Do merbar fuses {5 fuwes) - (1)
(L) FPaciliides destroyed
(=) Structures - (i4)
(b) Covered firtting holics - (100)
(c) Czvaa «~ i)
(5) Miescellenenms
(a) edical supplies = (25 1lbs)
(b) Feori - {250 1lbs)
{¢? Docusenzs - (10 1bs)
S S O e 0t
operations as zasuznad.
9 Concept of urecetiongs st Bn (-), consisting of a Commend Group aad

two rifle companies landed at DONG HA Airfield and occupied defensive
positions, prepared to cowmence operations as assigned by Task Force Delta

10. Execution: Aee ryslonuro. (2) waweveh (5).

11. Results

a, Friendly casuatuics: KIA = 7
WIs - 28

b. Epemv casualties: KIA - 37
KIA (Prob) - 3Q
WIA - 3
WIL (Prob) - 32
POW - 5 ‘

c. Friendly Mateidia: Losscg: None

d. Enemy Yaterial Losses: See Paragraph 7
12. Administrative Matters: No significant problems encountered.

10
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14, (o) ders Anglysis:

a.

c.

d.

€,

f\,

The rapid response of assaulting elements on the enemy firing
positions contributed significantly to the distruction of NVA
forces. This response coypled with air and artillery fire
power virtually enabled the NVA units abilitv to defend their
positions,.

Artillery fire support, although highly effective, had difficulty -
penertrating the thiek canopy within the jungle, I% was not uniil
the canony was destroyed, that the total destructive power of the
artillervy became throughly effective.

Communications was and remains & severe problem when oparating
in denee jungle or rugged mountainous area. This factor on

.occassion seriously hampered the comt rol aspecte of the operation.

Pasychological Warfare Operztions although productive, could
have been exploited more fully. Leaflet drops should have
been continuoas throughout the operetion, rather than occasional,

Sking infections were encountered during the operation, A total
of 130 skin infections were treated by Commany Corpsmen. Of
this total, five (5) men were evacusted because of Lymphangitis
and Axillary Entites of the arms. The diseases treated consisted
of tropical ulcers, impetigo and secondary infsections of
lagerations and abrasions. It was noted that various medical
supplies were not in stock at the LSA. If antibioties, skin
ointments, Q-Tips, and gaumse bandages were available, proper
treatment could have been given and the skin infeetions freated
carly,

Oper-tion HASTINGS clearly demonstrated the versatility of the hel-
jcopter in a rapid moving situation. The Corps' doctrine of
vertical envelopoment continues to prove itself in the dens

jungle and mountainous terrain of Vietnam, :

15, Recommendations

Be

b,

It is stronglv recommonded that the AN/PRC~6 and AN/PRC~10 radios
be replaced with the AN/PRC~25. The present radio!'s are inddequate
for operations in jungle and mountainous terrain. It is also
recommended that a communications fstouk pile" be established
within the LSA, 80 as to expedite repla cements 1f required.

Within the LSA there is also a need for spare crew-served
weapons, that can be immediately exchanged for un~serviceable
or damaged weapons, Particular emphasis should be giwen to the
M~60 machinegun replagements, and spare parte. '

| RN |
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The current machette within the Marire Corps is not adequate

in the jungles of Vietnam, The Yet Bettalion purchased local haml
axes which vroved gquitc useful. The "Woodsmsns Pal! produgt . - .
1ssued to holicopter pilota is also ideal ami quite useful ST
when vremaring landing sites. It is recommended that 2 new and
heavier machette similiar in design to the "Woodsmans Pall.
product (Ser No. 681-#IL-S-85642C) be issued to all infantry

- conr.anies,

During the oparstion several occassions arose whon helicopters
were unablé to lafd due to the thick’ csnopy or dense jungle.

“brush, .Ft'ls recommerded thet thé heliconters be equipped with

baskets and lowering cables when opém’ting in suwh an environment.
This would expedite the removal bf casualties and aid in the
resupply of units which esre unsble to move to or have no landlng
zZonc. Co a o . RS

The present water can, both plastic and metal, -imposes .an - -
unnacesssry burden on the commander. This hurden creatos a lorig-
tical problem and hos also delayed tactical operations . -The cans,
by their very neture, require comnandors to return them for
re~use, This requirement ootild bo eliminated bwthe use of a
disposable contalner. Such containers would allow the commanders
to movéd immedistely and not wait far transportation to remove
empty ‘cons, It is strongly recomnehded thmt:a disposable water
container be developed that would withstand rugged coubst eon=
ditions, This would facilitate resupnly without landing sites,

by dropning the containcrs from hovering helicoptersy; -

As montioned atove, Artilleva nceds-a - fuze which will allow.-
suffidient delay whon firing into the thick.canopy of the. Jurgle,

It ir recomficmiod that = study be made to determine whet time
delay would be best suited for this type of environment,' .

Leafletfdm%‘s and aireraft with spepkers should be employed daily.
It is récommended that daily leaflet. drops be conducted in order
to seturate the eneuy forces. During Operetion. HASTINGS prisoners
reported searching the jungles for tSafe Conduct Passes", Sat~
urstion of the obisotive area with Psy/Wer leaflots wiil increase
the number of eremy captured. ' I

Map roading in jungle environment posés difficulity to small unit

on map reading down to and including fire tesm leaders, in all
military schools within the Marine Corps. :

Finally, it is recomierded that tho batislion medical officer
remain in the LSA and assist tho medical personnel from the -
Medical' Battalion., This would ease the demands for surgeons
and help in the emergency treatment’ of batfle casw ltie s,
During Op.rotion HASTINGS this proved 'much more -effective .
than having the Medical Officer at tle Batt slion CP, This is
bas:f‘.lpon the fact that casualtise wer. evacuated from tre

i

compafies directly to the LSA. -, r 7
ot ) [ELASSIFIED
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,16 July - 1st Ba’g}_pglioﬁ, 1at, Merines (=), Eom’wneed moverert, fyom the

rear command post at {CL5N, by motor march, to the DANAWS Airfleld,

At 1145H the Command Grodp arily
embarked on C=130 transport siror

e

At 13201 1st Battalion, 15% Marinés cams under

d Sl ,
_for the alprfisld st DONG HA.

erption rol

\4 of Tesk:Force Delta upon errival at the airfield at "DONG HA.

At 14504 Company D_arrived, fullowed by ‘Company G at 1600H,
18t Battalion, 1st Marines administratively blvousoed et the

2.

3.

airfield for the night.

17 July = Ab O020H Prag Order 6-66 was recsived designating 1st
&;&M%MM Task Force Delta Reserve, At 222CH Prag

Order 7-b

was received. 1st Baf on, .1 nes continued the

mission as task force reserve, Companies remained in administrative

bivouac,
18 July - Frag Ordex 1C-66 was received at 2320H.

1st Marines, cortinucd assigned missicn as task fo
Positions of rifle nompanies romained the same.

19 July - 1et Battalion, ‘iat Marines continued mis

1st Battalion,
rce reserte. '

gion as tad: orce

reserve., Disposition of all units remsined the same. o \

20 July - At OO20H Frag Ovder 11-£6 was received.

1st Battelion,

18t Marines was assigned the riosion of clearing the area of -
operations in accordance with Task Force Delts Operations Cverlay

(See enclosure (1)). At 03153H, Company B, st Battalion, 1st = -
Marines arrived at DONG Hi Airfield, end cams under the operational
control of 1st Battallon, 18t Marines., At 1030H the first elements

of 18t Battalion, 1st Marines boarded UH~34D-airoraft for 1lift to
Landing Zone Crow at (YD 054620). At 1040H the first elements were
airborne. At 1110H the first elements touched down in'the predesi
nated landing zons. Compeny D moved out it the attack, sweeping through
the low ground in center of sector. The axis of adverioe was in a° ,
westerly direstion. Company B moved st on the right flank to ssdure
the high ground in that area. Cowpany ¢ advanced on the left to secure
high ground in its area of responsibility. At 1125H, Company D had

advanced to the vicinity of (YD 051624), - At this

point they located

the bodies of 4 MVA killed in previous action, Continuing the
advance, at (TD 0,9623) Company D came under heavy machinegun fire
from well prepared positions at (YD Q47625). Preliminary indications
were that fire was coming from two machineguns, covering both '

sides of the draw at given coordinates, Two USMC

WIA's were sustained

in the initial burst of fire. An air strike was called on'the NVA
position utilizing fixed wing ettack girgraft,. The area~of contach
_was subjected to heavy bombing. During the air strike Company B cortin~

ued its advance on the right flank, At (YD 053621)

60mm mortar round was detonated, resulting in (1)
UsN ;l&_“ completion of airstrikes Company D
At (YD @,7625) Company D came under a heavy volun
from at least 5 well prepared, mutuslly-supportiv

LS

a booby ‘trapped
USMC KIA, and 1
continued the attack.

ACKICIE]
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(ID 045625),. One (1) USMC KIA.was'susteinsd in the initial buret of
‘fire, 4L this 4ime it was estimated there was at least(1) 450 caliber
nachinegu: aad asccried small ealiber automatie wespons firing on

. the advance wnita. Tho company immsdliately returned a heavy volume
of small amia Tire on the NWA poziticn killingg two, ‘hen ®pemy-fire v

intensificd air striles aic ariillery missions were cailed. Pippoiting
fires were contrélled by an 2erial observer on station, Fixed wing attac
aircroft whilized nipalm end heavy ordnanos ' in sttacking onemy position:
making aiv stikes within 50 mebers'of friéndly positiérs. ao-the

NVA began %o wiihdraw, CGombgrit D deliyered a heavy volune of .
well-aimec. fire on th: withdrawing forces. An estimate of the

enany foru vas svkscquenily ravised to two, and possibly Lhrea.

" well dug inplavoons oquipped with a large muber of automaiic

_were helc iifted back 4o the airfield st DONG HA. At | EH AL

2 packs, and ‘the Yarzol, for 'a'7.62 Russian mahufact

weapons, Company D continued the attack. While moving throuvgh ..
the' ’a,rea,,{i{)% bodies were, found abdng with(3) automatic xifies -

Companies B 8id. O continuad “he advance and gecuredithe- hi,gh,g‘rmind .

on the right and left flahks. At 1845H sll oompanies had Téached™ .

their objectives and established defensive positions for the ,
night . The Bettalior CP wes.located at (YD O 1620). Company B~
CP at (YD 056625), Compary € CP at (YD ouzézbg and Company D (P

at (YD 049%427). 4% 1755H the B1mm ¥Wrter Platoon (=) was N
lifted into the Hattalion 7P “o provide additional esupporting arms
capsbility. As darkness approached all units dug in. At 24008
‘the Battalion CP camp under NVA mortar fire. An estimated (50
rounds impacted in-tne 7P area. Three Mariries wore woundeil IR
during the attack. e enery zortar poeitions were believed Lo
have been in the vicinity of grid square (YD 0263). An artillery
five mission was called A the swpected positions. = -
21 July - Afier clon., coordidation had been effected with acjacsnt;
units the ettack was resured,’ At C830H the 8imm mortar sections™’’

units were on the move. At 0920H Company-D 1ldocated am

supply cache, A total of 1000 rounds of Russian 7,62 q.mmmit!’.bh,- )
ured machinegun

were located, A% 1020H, elemente of Cépﬁiam”ﬁ‘ at (YD 045631)"

Yocated 8 NVA bodiss in shallpw graves. . The NVk scldiers had- -~

. been killed by small arms fire dppraximately 24; ‘hours previouwsly" -
in the. initial contact by fempany D, the bodiss ‘were located in"'
"a bivouae arsa which was compriséd of 'a large mumber of covered

positions. It wes estimated that the .enemy force which had™ - - ©
oceupied the crea was of hattalion size. The large amount 3 of
pe’féo%}'l';"%‘”&a(ié}land'éqliip_iﬁeri;; loft inthe positions indicated - ,
that the MVA had withdrawr vader pressure. At J130H the ‘Battalion
Command Group, followirg in trecs of Company lp‘!‘}qcﬁtea 4 addtional
NVA bodies, hastily ‘concealed at (YD 0!,663;‘?; “The NVA ‘goldiers”
had been killed by smell arms fire during the previous 24-36 ' -
hours. Enemy casuslties were dttributed to the Company D'fire - |

)

)
.

_fight. At 1L10H s Frag Order deaigmting the limits of ‘advande

‘and sssigning defensive area was ‘isgudd by Tagk Force Delta. '
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he battalion command post was betnbliahe\d at (YD 04,0633).

Compary B moved to position from (YD 047635) to (YD 040637).
Company C commenged movemsnt to assigned positions, extending from
(YD 038631) to (YD 040637). ny D extended it force,
ocoupying an area from (YD 038631) to. (YD 047635). At 1510H
Company D dispatched a platoon (Rein) patrol ¢o search out the

" mejor valley extending to the wast. . At 2305H Prag Order 12-66
was received from Task Force Delta Hesdquarters, 1st Battallon,
fst Marines was instructed to gondust search snd destroy operations
in the assigned area of responsibility. In addition, the battalion
was to establish a blocking foree from (YD 028640} to (YD OLOGLO);
to support operations of 2nd Battalion, 4Lth Marines. T

7, 22 July = At 0600H Company O moved from ite night positdon to
the desigmated hlocking positions. Patrols conducted deliberate
searches of all draws end ravines for ememy personnel. ' Sur- :
veillance was maintained along the sddgelines for possible NVA
bivouac sites and/or arms and equipment oaches, At 1328H Company
C reached its objective area amd bHegan deploying ite forces in
blocking positions. At 1530H Qompany M, 3rd Battallon, 5th
Marines, reported heavy contact with an ‘edtimated NVA company.
It was believed portions ¢f the NVA forges were moving toward
1st Battalion, 18t Marines ares of responsibility. Elements of
Company C moved to an’altérnate blocking pogitdon from (YD 025634) -
to (YD 025631), in an sttempt {o exploit 37d Batialion, 5th Marines
contact. By nightfall all patrols had retummed to their Company
positions. No enemy contact had been made. logal seswrity and
embushes on likely avenuss of appreach within the ¥st Battalion
area of responsibility were establishsd by all ‘sompanies. At .
2235H Frag Order 13-66 was received from Task Porce Headquarters,
st Battalion, 1st Marines was dirested to continue aggressive
patrolling and ambushing in assigned avea of operations.
Verbal instructions received earlier in the day, amplified the
basic order by desigmating grid square (YD 0263$ as an area for
extensive patrolling. .

8. 23 July - At 0728H fet Platoon, Company © Wegan moving toward
2 new blocking position in grid square (YD 0363). At 0920H the
latoon began to advance through a "ravine at coordinates
?YD 033631). At this point the platgon was taken under intense
fire from what was believed to be NVA troops well dug 4in at
YD 033636). The North Vietnamese had several heavy machinsguns
and a predominance of sutomatic rifles, The platoon took
moderate casualties in the initisl ecntacty tut resovered and
adv¥anced to suitable firing positions and placed a large volume
of automatic and semi-automatic¢ wegpons fire on the NVA positions,
The Battalion Commander departed for tie 1st Platoon, Company ¢
position. At 1120H elements from Company D moved imto the battle
area dnd were immediately engsged by an enemy lorge estimated

(¢ o 53
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to be in excess of P troops, well dug in and in myt o Tt
positiona, Estimates of snstyy forces odcupying ﬁ&s’ilt%lqgs{ ‘ugptoh‘!.ns
battle drea were revised to 2 NVA Compsniss.  Companies ¢ and D
continuad to deliver heavy fire ori“ths NVA positiona ‘and hiégan to...
maneuver into assaylt positions: Mhep NVA fire imtensified, ' .
UH-1B helicopteis ‘on etation were valled and straffing and = =
rocket runs were commenced, At about 1230H the ocombired attack -
of infantry ard air forced the NVA Lo withdray. Ad artillery -
nigsion was called st coordinates (¥D'022627) to seal 'off the

rétreating NVA., At 1330H friendly wiite began to advance through

the enemy positicns. . Company C ldegted 4 tctal of '8 NVA bodies:

Two wourded North Viétnamese were taken captive, and a total of

6 automatic rifles were found. Two of the weapors were Chinesd -

made AR~ik's. Une other four were adyaiced typs AK=47 assault. , .
rifles, In dddition; gix B-40 rotket ldunchers wers. captured” =" ¢ ¢
along with (1) rocket roynd. A ldrge nhmber of ‘CHICOM and UJS,
grenades were found in the battle grea, An aerial observer, flying
a surveillance misaion fo? artillery, counted (6) NVA bodies in*-'"
one opan ares which Had been sibjdcted to heavy artilléry fire. =~ .
Company D searched enemy positicha iA their sxed of contact and |
found no bodfes. However, 10 tlood trails wers found in the ares,
indlcating that the NVA had removed their desd apd wounded. ' ' ‘
During the contact, ist Platoon, Commdny ‘G, dustained 3 KIA afd’ 13 -
WIA. Company D sustgined ¥ KIA and § WIAJ 'Mgures on enemy ' =
personnel losses wers (14) KIA bonfirmed, 2 WIA captured, . v

(30). KTA Probable and adl additiona) (30) WIA Probables Units involved
in the astion soved badk to wompany posit¥ons for resupply of
amunition and other critigal items. All dead and wourded were
evacuated. At “1650H; 2nd Plstoon, Company D received aporofimately
(00~300) rourids of small. arms fire from an estimated NVA squad
at *(YD 028628), Two Marires were wourtied by this fire. An |
artillery fire mission was immedistely called on the NVA-position. .
Upon completion of the mission thé ares was swept and searched =
thoroughly. A pool ‘of blood and (3) Wloady battle dressirgs = .
were found indicating that at least’ 3 NVA had been wourded or =~

killed by the artillery fire. At 2122H Frag Ordér 1466 was™ =

received from Task Forge Headquarters., All unite wyre directed
to cantinue operations in assigned zores. "Night ambushes were'

employed bW all corpanies or pringiple avemues uf approach.”

: o

o

9. 24 July - 1st Battalion) 1st Marines, dispitched a total of =~
four platcon reinférced patrols, Pstrols from Companies Cand D -
returned to the previous day's #res of tomtact and conducted
a detailed search, At 1245H Company D et (¥YD.027631) located =
the body of (1) NVA.soldfer killed during the.contact ori'the 23rds
In addition, thé patrol gaptuved (1) AK=7 esdauwlt rifle,a =~ ~ "
wheeled carriége, armor shield,and redeiver grotp from & 12,7mm -
CHICOM mechinegun/anti~airofaft ‘gun, (2) barrels for a CHICOM. "~ -
heavy 7.62wn machinegun, assorted packs, and 1000 rainds of 7.62m
linked ammunition of Russian manufadturd, A&t 1330H, Colpany B . -
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located gn NVA base camp at (YD 053625). Within this base camp
were found assorted documents, 1000 rounds linked 7.62mm Russian
ammmnition, & box of mortar fuzes, and assorted packs and

personal gear. At 1750H Company € patrol at (YD 031633), .found 2
NVA bodies which had baen hastily concealed in the brush, '
Both soldiers had died ae a result of multiple small armms woumnds,
At 1800H Company D patrol, retuming to the cofip position found
1 NVA KIA in a shellow trench, vicinity (YD 060633). The NVA
soldier had died of a single gunshot wourd.

10, 25 July - At 0025H, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines was notified by
Task Force Headquerters to have one company displace at first light
to (YD 025626) to relieve Company M, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines,
on gsecurity of a dissbled helicopter. At O100H Frag Order 15--66
was recel wd from Task Force Headquarters. 1st Battalion, 1st
Marines, was assigned the mission of either supporting operations
of 3rd Bn, 5th Marines, or displacing all units to the origind
landing gone., At O230H, Company C was assigned the mission of .
providing the security for the downed helicopter. At O60CH,
Company C moved out 1o effect relief of Company M, 3rd Battalion,
5th Marires on security of the downed aircraft. At O745H,
relief was effected. AL O945H, a resupply helicopter, landing
in Company B landing zone, struck a tree and sheared off ite
tail rotor. The aircraft went out of conbrol and crashed,

One crew.naiber was killed and the other was injured. B:th pilots
were uninjured., The helicopter was badly damaged. Airerafl
personnal were subsequently evacuated from the Company B position.
At 1000H, Company C was relieved of security dubies on the
disabled aireraft when a recovery plane arrived and lifted it

back to DONG HA. At 1240H orders were Yecelved from Task Force

: Delta Headquarters to execute portions of Freg Order 15-66,
involving displacement of the battalion t6 landing zone Crow.

At 1320H, Lt. General WALT visited 1st Battalion, 1st Marimes CP,
General WALT commended all personnel for a job well done. At
1330H orders were issued to prepare to displace to the landing zone,
At 1500H Company DB forming for movement at (YD 043637), received
12 rounds of incoming mortar fire from an NWA position believed
to be in the vicinity of (YD 025647). An aerial observer was
¢alled on station, and an artillery misaion was fired on the
suspected mortar position, Company B sustaired no casualties
in the brief attack, At 1550H the dameged alrcraft in Company B
zone was burned in compliance with orders from Task Force
Headquarters, At 1700H, all units were on the move towards the
objective area, At 1600H, Company C was ordersd to proceed to the
recently vacated battalion CP located at (YD 043633); and to

. remain there for the night, dlaplaeing at first light' to the
landing zone, At 2000H, Companiel I and D and the battdlion
Command Group had arrived at the landing zone amd had estsblished
a night defensive perimeter. At 2245H Frag Order 16-66 was
recelved from Task Farce Headquarters, 1dt Battalion, ist
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Marines was ordered to effect a foot march to™CAM'LO and then
proceed by vehicle to TONG HA, ' S AR

11. 26 July - At 07554, Cenpany C arrived at the landing zome.
At 0215H 2l units wors asscmiled anl prepared to move out.’
At 0O00H, the battalion moved in a tactical column. Company
D led, followed br the Battalion CP group, Company B, and
Company C. At 1040H, the column arrived at the 3rd Battalion,
5th Marines Gommand Post. At this time a verbal modification
to assigned orders weg issued by the Task Force S-3, 1st _
Battalion, 1st Marines wads assigned an area of responsibility
west of CAM LC. The Battalion CP was positioned at (YD 03260L),
Company B established defensive positions an the high ground
to the south at (YD 085597), (080596) and (087598). * Company C -
established a Company defensive position blocking tle floor of
the valley from (YD 072606) to (YD 073608). Company D occupied
the northern high ground with a company defensive position et
(YD 083618). By night f£all all companies had extended their
perimoters and established squad-size ambushess ' At 19.5u
Company C reported movement at (YD 067606). An artilleuy: fire
mission was called on the ‘suspected enemy troop movament. Ay -
2305H, Frag Order 17-66 was received from Task Force Headgfarterss
1st Dattalion, 1st ¥arires was assigned the mission of patrolling
and maintaining contral and surveillance of the valley and™ ‘
immediate high ground. a LR e e

12, 27 July - Three reinforced platoon patrols woré sent ot curing ©
daylight hours. In addition, a pstrol composed of the S5+2 « :

Scouts covered the area east of the batteldon CP. At 1147H,

the Scouts captured omo ‘NVA, The soldier had a safe comduct pass .

which he had picked up after a leaflet drop. The Battallon '

Commander requested an int errogation team be sent to the -

18t Battalion, 1st Marires CP, from Task Force - Headquarters, -

The team arrived by helicopter and the captive gave'locations *-

where he felt morc deserters might be hiding. Subsequentlyy

additional patrols were dispatched, but no prisioners were

taken. At 2156H, Frag Ofder 18-66 was regeived from Task Foiee "

Headquarters. 1st Battalion, 1st ‘Marines, was ordered to continue

patrols and ambughes in the assigned area of operstiors, o

13+ 28 July - Five daylight patrols were sent out- to cover the area
~——— "of operations. No enemy contact was made. - At 1645H Genéral

WESTMORELAND, COMUSMACV jvisited 1st Battalion, ist Marines che
General WESTMORELAND was acecmpanies by Lt. General WALT, Major
General KYLE and Brigadier General ENGLISH. ItCol BELL briefed °
the Generals on the battalion's activites during the operation. " °
At 2227H Frag Order 19-66 was received from Task Force ‘Headquarters,
1st Battalion, 1st Marines was ordered to conmtinue patrolling -
and ambushing in assigned area, a N

5-6
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1. 29 July - Three reinforced platoon sized patrol were dispatched
to cover the assigned area of operations, At 103CH, verbal
instructions were received directing the battslion to move to
CAM 1.0 oa 30 July 1966, AL 11+05H, 18t Platoon, Company D
captured one NVA whe approcachsad ths rlatcon position waving a
white plece of cloth. The North Vietnamese sdldier was carrying
two magazines from an "lx-*lﬂ assault rifle and four CHICOM
grenades. At 14101 the ©nd Flatoon, Company D, at (YD 084616),
apprehended one NVA soldier. The soldier approached ths patrol
and voluntarily surrendered. He turned over to the Marines
two AK-47 Assault, rifles, with megazines, Both captives were
brought to the battalion CP, ITT was flown in and comducied an
immediate interrogation., One prisorer was determined to bc & 2nd
It in the Army of North Vietnam. Both were forwarded to Task
Force Headquarters. At 1847H, 18t Battalion, 1st Marines Frag
Order 30-62 was transmitted to all companies, The order estab-
lished a march column for the movement -to CAM LO, At 2220H,
Frag Order 20-h6 was received from Task Force Headquarters,
1st Battalion, 1st Marines was instructed to proceed overland
to CAM LO, ami from there proceed by truck to NONG HA, This o,
confirmed verbal orders received at 1030H. .

15. 30 July - At C800H, 1st Battalion, 1st Maripes,.moved out in
tactical column for CAM 1O, Company D was. agsigned the mission
as the Advance Guard. The Commend Group, &imm mortar platoon
(~), and Company B moved in trace of Company D, Cormpany C
moved es the Rear Guard. At 1115H, advance units, reaching CAM
LO bomrded trucks and proceeded to DONG HA. At 1340CH, all unite
were aSBemb'ed at DONG HA ard administrativeld § ivq“és | for the
night. At 2115H Frag Order 21-66 was received f ¢ Foree
Headquarters, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines was ordered to board
C-130 sransport sircraft and proceed to DA EANG, OPCON to be

shifted to TPirst Eerma Reglmeub upon departum. T Gwa,

)
IS

i ’ vk
16, 11 July At Ce301, i‘irst elenentn departed for MNANG or. G ‘30 e

alrcraft and OP'C(‘N was shifted to 1st Marines., At O900H, lead
elements arrived at DANANG Airfield., At O905H, lead elements
boarded trucks for 1st Battalion, 1st Marines CP, arriving at

1000H, At 1330H, all elements had returned to 1st Battallon,

18t Marines CP,

)
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H&.‘;“Dor‘qmny BSTEEEE
Co”P"my "F!" L A ' a f"‘l\;."f'" \ -
| Conpany M Sl AR [ RIS
‘ : Company "G" I S P SR A S
| Conpany g 5 f | ‘_ B 1
- .‘_“4 ‘ "'fi' Btry, 1st- !an, ?11 Iga,r , ;tr’ “‘\
| - Bt;py {Rein) ‘Sad B;jprlﬂdar'} i
v 2nd Plat, B Co, 3rd AT B
Det Recon Group "B" L T
. Det, "3rd; 8P Ba.; ” LAt e
. Det? Zn,zd. '?lat ( ), Cqﬁ,, 13\ anr@n '. , '
Dg;,ruomin On,.i,ﬂq l}m :3pd MrDiv : S |
3.':'énipen Tm's, 4th )‘arines |
";v net, lst Radio Bn; Brd.MarDiv » -‘7??$f* w
| Viqt ‘Li,aison T’ _.".!-" R s ‘h' |
Dev e Oo,_.Sx:d‘}*iT Bp, 3rd MarDiv T L
- 6. Sup) PCRs ‘., v

burin the eriod 7-14 July 1965, "N Btry, 3rd Bn, -
12th t*aﬁnes ;:gmf rced qi,; .2 bow{g:vers of ‘MMM Rt ”’ﬁ th Pn,
12th Marines E!ro 30 artillcry supnort. “l‘ro ir
positip t:C eir mission w‘hs to support reconnais-
sance 7@ gfart.s west t' DONG HA and to provide.defeénsive fires
for the air field at DONG HA., During this period, the batterv
fired *2000 ‘rounds ‘of 2$D'bbserved an unbbéervegq,‘ jons and
was considered effective in théir sugp with ‘the. arrival
of Task.?Forcg BRLTA "H" Battery joined the other batteries
- of 3rd Bny, 32th Marin&'s {Rein) in general aupport ‘of the
. Task Fbrcc for the renmainder of the operation.-..
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b. ' In additior, during the Reﬁ;oﬁ 17—29 Juiy 1°GF
Mortar Battari ts,t Ba,t.talion, lv th ) g‘ri.nea qu in dire 3@ .
[}
d 500

support of. th attalidn i‘rqmj‘ within-

Bn CP (XD 983563), During-the peri tha b&ttew fire

* yourids on, 670 observed and unobserve " missions, In.ii.t.io,llv,
the bhttery!s response tqnfire missions was qonside¥edislouy.
however, the more the ‘batfrery f.’u‘ed its, response %c’ame mjic-er
and more accurate. R “ 1,«,:*; »W ,

During 25 3“1}'#1 wst enera.l rc Was mvideq
the ’?‘ask ‘Force by 3rd Bn, 1 ith Mg.'rims (Re . WYN attery

. was located at the 2nd Battalion, lst Mo.rines “Gmmand_ Fost
with a niission to support Task. ,Forqe DELTA .wirth longer renge
fires than could be provided by the batteries Yooated at C‘\M 10.

*'d.” The n,{ght of 2]-.22 July 1966 wa.s one. Qf thi most active
for the FSCC and the  battalien? sup rting drms. At 2116H "RY
Camp n.ng Freported reccn.ing smaij ﬁ,ne from the north'and
, the, 4.2 mortar battory was c *uao:i ;T H silgnce it, Sevepal

s~ minutes later "H" also .repor t roovement and running

o .their south .along a nort -sout stream'and ‘trall network \

whith connected . with (™" ‘Company,.3rd Bay: 4tk i!arina; ‘to the
south,: ™ The 8l's were given the f ire uiv.di -of. tip Y- alonpz the
trail between the two compa?i o8 and: axpen ed . {mpro (mately 1 .
rounds, Both of these missions weré ondad’ 7, 22100, At ?220!{ :
N{Y again reported movemont on allgsidgs, and e Company, 3rd M,
4th Marines reported additiona movement a,nd dppine smmds in
-.fhe trail network to their north, The 4,2's beg&m sweeg ng
ack “and: forth al, ng the northem ridgeli 0 while the 81¢
covered the west: gn of "g ,ond.the -£ gﬁth of "N".ﬂntil
~ahaut’ 00301%, the 4,28 “and 1 v‘rére‘f f';hng almost continuons ~ -
rmissj,ons ‘at _the, heavy movemen i % amp firing wii.ﬁ,ons

‘and “suspected | mortar positi o eyer ‘times the bitteries © °

- were. required to fi/i-e severa it t'envvmiaslqhs simltanecuslv,

During’ these peaks) all radjo. c ith avallable were utilired

. to adjust the fir‘es Several times there were -fwo missions on

‘. the artxllegy et one on battalion tagtica a‘e‘t and one’or

. mere over; the s net+all’ héing eenduet d si Ttaneously,

“Missions were ca led and: adjugted:- ¥ 81 rtillery FO's,

and company commanders, The F80C fired unobse ved misgions

at possible .es¢ape routes and.mortar. pogittona ‘whenéver there

was -a-bragk ;in obsefved’ misai,ona. “This miltiple use artillery

ﬁencies and available, radio circpits ,pem:ltted considerable”
exibility, in peeting simn éane@ua liteats to the battaltons

. .Jowever, t ¢ tonduct 6f.fire missions on the Blttalion 'l‘a.cti-_

cdl Net: tended-ta. tic this net up ooucwhat. i ‘-

-9 During the entire ope tion th, ht‘tai on waa dependent .
tEon helicopters, for personnei movemphtiand M pupply, Generally,

_ e support was ‘hatiefactory{ however, more éften t an’ not |

. the helicopters could not de. réliéd upon het the pick-up-
" tine requestéd, Fixed wing - when yekk was resyponsive' ~‘lqu

. ,cv ri 4060 - minutda we- f'ten= of remest

the aireraft.y 0 ‘ ,_,',th° i'o‘II !F‘ datailed
' 3 m MUELDJ |2T
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JFour U<1E! s vsed to insert a reconnaissance team.
- Two UHw1E'g used fdr radio relay.

Two VF's used for 1anding zone CAP-

TFour Ul~1E ' usod'for'reechnqisbnnce tean

. extraction,

Four VF g used for air support agninst eneny
troops . :

.‘Two UH-iF's used for twc reconnaissance overs

¥
.y <y

~ Bante, pVer

12 Jnly

ﬂf;ﬁfﬁﬁk
Foe o it

i , flights.

| .. ‘f:,"v n’ight. ‘ '1- 1!,‘ : ".. ;-: gt "_'.

. “vextraction. “_“;'» A

-

_Two F-4!s cuntrolled b an- Air Fbrce OI-E con-
'ducted an air strike ngainst cneny bunkers.

,Two A1r Force flare'aircroft on stntion all

Three sorties of A-4's with flarﬂﬂ were on’
"s;ntion ‘for poasible 111unihntlbﬁ‘nissions.

" Foir UH=1E's used for rcconnaisccnce tean
jinsertion. Q.';wff Sy

/

Two .VF's uged for 1anding zone cAf And conducted
air. strike’ hgéins enery’ structures,

“Two Ull=1E's" used for rndid relhy.

Four! UH-IL's used for reconnaissance tean

!‘A

'_Two UH-34's used for %cconnaissance overflight.

L Iv' "_.

“Two-. cu-46lglgng two UH~1E‘8 used for reconnais-
ghte

e i ‘n' l!-

One CH-46 used for nedical evacuat:[on nf-one |
U 'So 1114 i ,"

Four UH-]E's ‘used to 1nsert reconnnissance
team and immediateIY‘exm%abt then-

Two i=d's used‘forAlandiug«zoneVCAP

Two CH=46's and: two! Uﬂ-lEﬂs used to ihgert h
reconnalssance B/ntoon.;‘. s :

‘Two UH-34's used fpr veconnaissnnce overflight.
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13 July

14 July:
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" Two CH-46's and two UH-]E's used to :lnaert 2

réconnaissance platoon .

4 TVO' VI''s used for landing 'zone CAP and conducted
ag:r stmlse p.gg:lnst tmspacted enmy troop posi-
Olte . K ..

Tm: Uli-34's used for! night reconnaissan"ce team.
Four UII-IE" él‘used to hwe,rt a reconnaissance
tean‘).v A -'".;..‘;'f,v""" = . LN ',

_Two VF's used for land:lng zone’ CAP and comucted

Tair. str:lkowgninst area. target, *°

~Two U}I-lEvs used for radio‘ réIAy. -

Two VF's were “contrblled: by two UH-]E's ‘and

,. conducted air strike against drea; target.-
. ‘l‘hree CH-46“' nnd t!vé UH-34'3 used for forty-

,man troop lift . ‘

s ‘ l,.' A B |‘ ‘f
F‘our A-4's uSed “for. helicopter ascort and landing
zone CAP. .

Two Ull-34's used for radio relay. y .

Four UH-1E's. used to. extract .2 i‘eoonna,issance
tean.
) RN

L4

“Four CH=46's and two UH-1E's weed: to. Qx,tract
reaction fqrce a.nd reconnaissance team.

‘1.'

One 011-46 uaed for administrative troop lift

Fo -

Two. Cll- 46' and two UH-J.E'B used fon xreconnais-

sance overf‘light." e e,
Pour 011-46' used to 11ft r‘bdctibn force but
did not land’ themn ';‘w ;o

'.' ?.n“ G Fn ny

Two UH- ]i‘i's arlg! twoﬁUH-fSA'a ,usad»ns'rndio releay,
TVO VE!s gqquqste& b\m ﬁd‘t ugeds

ih<l PR
Four UH-JE'; usad to inpett two recopnaisstmce
tém}.“ 3 :

Tvo, F-;4' s forr vlahdim pne .Q’ f;,‘-’and,mnducted
Calr str:.ke pgainst two area targa 8

ey es
oL
LAY ]

,
R SR
R T BT £

Tt
I

N

1 g
N ";
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i 3 f.h Sl Lt
ALY ‘

Two Uu-34's use& for- o35+ udmini&vraxtve
iigzp 1ift and a tén-dﬂn‘dggah&btratlve troop
*

iour uli- 1E's used tb extrabt“a*reconnnlssance
cang .

FERY

ng UH-34‘s uSBd‘as radio reluy.,

Vv

Ca . ; ;: Tvo UP-34's used for three naconnnlss&npe
- | flights by unit convmnde LA

Two A-4's used for helicopter escort and cén—
" ducted air str&ke againsi'eneny structurbs.

”-A15gJuly ; Ton CH- 46'5 and two CH-37's used for tuctical
© ' .troop lift but troops wefe not: 1an dod, = &

6 July Twenty UH-34's.and thirteen GH-46's used for
T e tactical tfoop lift."

) u,‘; V:-:v;,;.p
e Two UH-34' used for nedical evacuation of
' tWo U S 111 and 8ix wxn 8.7 i

BT One UH 1, used to 11ft batta11on connnnder to
o . 'task forde hbadqudrterbi iwr=mz
. '

m;,a17 July Two Uli-34's used for ncdxcal eVacuntion of
“two WIA'S and’ one KIA.$,~?:

‘_"‘:17-'.‘ H | | A "'.:'~
Twelve UH 34'8 and eight GH-46'3 used for tactical
troop Lft, e

.18 July . “Bout PIi-34's used 5 eiacuaxp thﬂrteen VIA‘s
T and five Heat: casualtianu J:iv; IR

: Twn UH §4' used to thhdraw nineteen men,

i

R
Lo qu hedts; conirollbd By Avny 01-D conducted
;.,\'¢;b . gir strlk? dgpinﬁ; sﬁschted enongxyrqon

s ,-.l , x-i;.

positions.*ﬂ__

H'. o Tw H 34‘9 used to lift battalion cormander
o to i:dslé force heiquuhuers.

,,,,,,

l“
. N N I

:19 Jply IWO UH-34'S used fqr nedical evacuation of one
* "u

Y . Two =345 used £ trans ort tyo; company
SDTET _ucommanﬂeﬁf t'* attpbiﬂn CiP. #hd ‘back,

R M “"“}L' 4
S Two' UH-Bﬁ's used for couwigr flﬁgbt to tasb

force he&dquat‘ters.. ) "' gy el R *
. .’ ‘ . o WM N, 0 “‘::Héw&“‘ .

el
PR D ‘\%

k) |
ENCLOSURE (27
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E@’i WD) ® o o
‘20 Jd;? Eight Qu;4&i;:use€“§i adm}n@strative troop lift

"'of 110 men,

e vt Alp, Foree: flare aircraft;uiilized for 111unination

cotormn T throughout the night, e

. Two.Ui»34 Vs used fér aeria1~reconnaissance by
bottalion connander and cpnpany commander,

21 J“ly Two ﬁF~34*s usedeor fﬁﬁee mbdical evacuation
nlsslons.‘ four KIA, eight WIA, and one I11,

oA 3 b ‘;.' "

SRR I Two UH-3414:used to taka‘battnlion commander
L ) task force headquarters._.é -t ‘
e ‘ 5 B 3
St 22 July | Twe -34'9 used ‘for three mediénl evacuation
. o n;sg ns- 21 WIA, and four‘KIA. il
G T g F 4'8 and Wo Aﬁ-4's 'd‘omfu:(rte‘d adr st:rikes
. against suspected enenu mortar'position.

e e . UH-34's Wsed to ‘thie' battalion commander
. ,,?H“M‘M to task force headquarters. .
R A Uu 34'3 used for admintaﬁnntive troop life
of 23 men, ‘ . ,

e g ‘.‘ 'J. . . AR .--"_.,'

A -,

Two UH-34 .8 used to take r-ﬁo'nachine gun from
battalion CP to rifle conpany. 3

A

gueny p031tions. Y

'( !" 4y \l KA Vo .t “ ) "('
'

.t N
by o

"28 July " Two UH~348" hsed for‘aﬂministrative lift of
‘ 10 traops.. :

ot : ERPRT

70 UH-34'3 used to cake 255 pounds of clothing
i U&ttalion i g0 riilq cohvany. ‘

v ‘-v B Ig\\,'-'

N e b
S '1

..-;-’,. o ‘ \\}

24 July Two F-4's conducted nn~ait dtrike agoinst a
: _ sPspected qneny harbogﬁng site,

Eighe’UH-’fM's were'uaea tb taczically 1nter-
s change two r;fle companiep.
: RS Hovew €8 Dl i
Eg? UH-34's used for medical évacuation of ome
1.
ST B L B L e
25 July TwO UH-iniﬁﬂardd for‘abmiai rnconnaissance by
bgttalioq(comnmndcv and conpmuy cnmmandern.

r_ "A.h‘f ol et i b8 <= i

|

companies. o

%
S e Cledl -
o N :
s
. -
1}
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27 July . Two F«-4's conducted nin atrikg ago.inst su s- IR

‘_pected onelmr po*sitibns. ¢

| -,Two UH-34's m}ed ffor‘ adnimstmtive nft of
mne mén-;._ R e

I

. "‘,»4.

20 nen..‘_ I M _.,‘\ E

. '5'.,"’. ”,\ Coe

S : N - ‘TWO UH-34'% used for. aeriql !‘6091':
= ‘battalmn commnder :and  company” comnqnder
; ;f._'rwo lm-34's used 9 ,‘11“,.;. '

RS TWQJUH-M'B used f
3 .. WL i, .tWO Q’H‘ ’Il]"' }M.‘. ‘

.‘L '-‘-""'1“ ,.‘

MIUH 34‘3 u
'33 rﬁen £o the

can T .'0n0 UH-IF, used !‘.o‘ ¥l ng V. w,
Coent po?dent from bil?fmlfq.n CL.T’. to.rifle comnawy. Fabi

T b UE3ATS msed o ddy inis*cmtwe r‘un ST o
;;,‘.? '*tfé‘ n&n tmthé %S{:ﬁm 5 w'_ ,
31 dul v Ten U,H 89%s 5 i
. nusm to “tHé L ; . B

5; alt o ‘ ' .
'Twa tﬂ..aa»'s uwd ,t' uﬂg bawtﬁupn cormnder to
f'ai..qut.lying. O8TpARY g T |

“, .U.-'n o o ’ m L3 I ! 's

. " Two UH 34'3 used to ;l.i'ft batta‘llou camander -
_ to 'task i‘orbe heudquartex‘aq R .~ :
1 Augu's;t ol un,-szws gsed*qorraaninistmtive 1ift of' .

39 men 'to! ﬂhe LSA‘ RPN BRREE

F

"y :
". . )
] . ro B
"‘ { o
LT v
Ry
¢
. B
K
i Lt
"
(Y s “
“t 3 ‘| " T
A
Lo s R
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KR Twcg i Un-g4'% and tg? gﬁ—a?;;quedbt; %%ft 32eh
re tt nd. three npahlios t
attd irﬁ cghhgn Zrouﬁ to th iﬁ 4 v

" A - -
Lt 'P A ,: K
v . BRI
/l . c"..-"'y" IR R A

[EIE ’Lv 1
Loned gl hrr-A

2 Augugp No aar ctivity.
3 .ugust No air ctivity.w:

: . R . S VY e ‘
7 “‘X." " i ", . N . \;i‘-'. ‘ ta -"‘-‘ c '
: ; o 0

iy ’i‘he ecrratn betyeon DONG rm anci CAM 10 is hrimaﬂly
a flat. and .opeh. cultivated. .a,{ga wALh. popu “"ta a p.a congen~
trated agtride the SONG CM l'\‘iver. ort 2 ‘gr
Line_ th¢ ground begins fo fom into 1ol solitng 1i1ls covered @
with scryb growth any elephant’ gra i8S ;Gonmanc ng with the
10 grid' line and continuing wedt from the piedfiont, the terrain
,rises in o .serics of yczorgiack ridg elinee to heights of up
to 500 neters, , The upper: slppos. of tha, nidges are covered
with dense jungle growth'hnd canppy. Foo¥ movement is lirmited
to the tra;is and ry strean beds scattere& throughout the
nrea...' . . o NG RRRE “w; i PN
.f‘",u*"" AT . Sl ’ \\.l'i
it s i Thgnarﬁa og opiration 1n vicigi;y XD 9856 vas
situate shaped vallpy an ase
of razor-bgcky kanopy-rovere % % g& %a re pgi grig%ti
".of 200 to 400 metorg, . The SONG rxmnm HiN River flaw.&ngf'*‘
generally in a ¢a$ter1y dirggtio ough ‘the! avg is o ned\
by-the »SONG © C;,H Riveh ) LO cuts. thc western :
gort,s,oh of the vullfzy Towing “in’ a éouthmist direction, - -
everal small stroans ori;éinatins in. the surmouhdim ridge~ .
lings - oW AREd “thg’ Sona " Can 1o iver, Negetation in the
valley var;aﬁ, from%_ foot ‘eYephant gra,qevin ‘the southern °
soctor tg ghg e rbrus Qn the  lower 8lopes. of the hills,
Strean 1ides nay be traced cg the h eavy ribbonof, Jnnal
undergrowth apd. cano vy, which ranges r@n Heights of"10 to
0 feet. Upon reaching the. 100 metcr haight the vegetatioq
betoms‘heavir to ‘inpenctrabley the geconda r{ grovith reaches =
a height of 0 to 20 feet with the ¢anopy climbing ‘to heights |
of S0 feet and, over. Foot. novement is . imitgd to existing
trails throughout the” ganqpy. iﬁj‘Jrgy el

N . -”.‘ * »‘v
. Lt PP oo e y 3
. . g . B . . e HEAREN N o . 3
b Bpemy .o L
; ; N T Yy Y :

(1) Indications thnt the enenK was qctive 1n the area’
gf opezt'ations becanetx; ;:pparengtgu C§e girsg ‘week of J\gvé
ccon teams, attom nae o SRGOUNES
around the £ 23 on ge e%&i gccasggﬁs they ﬁg reggv%anco wifhin -
ninutea aftep ’mndmg. “PheArER e FE o b‘pé ‘tions was gcncrany
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-3 The vicinity of grid squares of YD 0056 apd-YD 0f§2. ’
LRVN units, operating in ghegﬁun!PHUONG L Ebas)"a?EE“(YD,OQSI),
establisheé contact with the enemy units un to regimental sive,

During the period 7-15 July, the eotihified actions of Farine

and /RVH units established the prohahle routes of infiltration
into the Province from the DMZ, occupied defensive areas, and

the tentative identification of the enemy unit as being the

324B NV/. Division,

(2) On 8 July the VC fired approximately 25 ronnds

of small arms fire into tho Jeft flank positions of an FEcho

Compan{ ambush in their night time position in the vicinity
~of YD 117590, One hundred and fifty rounds of small ams firpe
were returned which resulted in the VC breaking contact, :

(3) 4 sniper, located in the vicinity of YD 151601, --
fired 7 rounds of smail ams at random into Echo Company posi-
tions on 13 July and then withdrew, -,

- (4) 4 reconnaissance team encountered 4 VC on 9 July
while in an ambush position, The VC, in the vicinitv of XD
965594ywere fired on by the recon team resulting in 4 VC KIA,
Before the VC bodies could be searched, 2 additional VC were °
observed and movement to the west of the recon team was heard.
Duc to the size of the recon team and the VC movement, extrac-
tion was accomplished. Patrol insertions by recon teams on
11, 12, and 13 July wcre linmited to minor contacts and cenemy
sightings resulting in 4 VC WIA, During overflights and "feints"
prior to inscrtions, modcrate to hecavy snall arms and mactine
gun firc was encountcred, '

(5) Contact.was not cstablished hy the battalion
with NV, forces until the night of 15 July whén eléments of
2/1 received approxinately 95 rounds of 81/82rm mortar fire
from several guns located in the YD 0565 and YD 0665 grid
squarcs., ' B ,

" (6) The morning of 17 July, the battalion was helo-
lifted to the XD 9856 prid sfiare without Incidsnt, Cntact
on 18 July was ¢stablished by two platoons of Echo Cormany in
separate patrol actions in the vicinity of X) 992549 and XD
998557, /fn active fire fight ensuéd in both platoon areas,
resulting in 9 NVA KIA (confirmed), 17 MVA ¥IA (probable),

5 NVL WVIA (confinned), 1 Al-47 an& 1 7,62 Goryunov lMachine
Gun captured in the vicinity of XD 992579, Patrol activity
on 18 July by ilotel Company encountered several NVA,; The NVA
were taken under fire rcsu{ting in 1 NVA ¥IA gconfirmed) 2
NV;i KI4 (probable), and the capture of 1 DPM (IMG) with 500
rounds of arrmnition,

(7) During the scarch and destroy operation on 20
July along the ridgeline in the vicinity Y0 003552 Echo Corman
encountered 3 VA, Small ams fire by point elements re-
sulted in 1 NVA WIL (confimed) and the captun=e of several
docunents and nedical equipnent, ‘

' 'fll [EM§ﬁiiié§éﬁém5@LI ;

' : -
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(8) Foxtrot Company, while enrcute to their blockiﬁg
position during the night 20-21 July, were fired on hy 2 NVA
with automatic weapons. The NVA hit two elements of Foxtrot
at differcnt locations along the trail in the vicinity of
XD 995585, Snall arms fire rcturncd by Foxtrot resulted in --
2 NVA KIL (probable). 4 search of the area the following morn-
ing resulted in one £AK-47, Patrol activity on 21-22 July by
ilotel Company units resulted in the locating of 5§ NVA FIA
4 of which werc found in shallow graves. £4n ambush, initiated
by Hotel Company during the night of 22 July, resulted in 1 -
NV.i KIA (confimed), Foxtrot patrol was fired on by an esti~-
mated 3 to 6 NVA during the morning hours of 22 July, The - --
Ratrol rcturned fire and when the NVi broke contact, an artile

ery nission was called on the withdrawing NV4A, The fire mis--
sion resulted in 1 HV. KXI. (probable) and 1 NVA WIA (probable),
The arbush set in by elenents of Hotel Cormpany during the Hours ‘
of darkness on 23 July had contact with an estimated 4 NVA, ’
Srmall arms firc by the arbush resulted in 4 NVA ¥IA (prohable).

o (9) On 24 July Hotel Corpany positions received apprexi-
nately 200 rounds of small arms fire from an unknown number of
NVi probing their positions, After contact was broken and the
HV/4 withdrew, Hoteg Company dispatched elenents to search the
arca in the proximity of the nrobe. The secarch in the vicinitvy
of YD 000602 resulted in 4 NVA KIA (confirmed), 5 AK-47, 15
magazines, and 7 Chiconm grenades, Echo Company patrols ard
ambushes on the 24th of July estgblished contact with the NVA,

A search of the area of contact (XD 989597 to XD 989605)
resulted in 3 NVA KILA (confirmed), 2 £AK-47, 1 .5KS Assanlt

Rifle, 4 hand grenades (stick type) and 4 AK<47 magazines (full)
and 90 rounds of loosc armunition. .

(10) on 26 July "G" Company observed 9 NVA moving along .
rid§elinc and fired snall arms and 60mn mortars at them, The
following day (27 July), a Hotel Cormpany patrol searching the
arca found a blood trail giving evidence of 1 NVA WIA (confirmed),

(11) The artillery battery (I/3/12) was vnrohed on two
scparate occasions during the night of 28«29 July., The first
group, estimated between 2-3 NVA, fired approximately 25 rounds
of automatic fire into the battery positions., Shortly after-
ridnight, a second probe by an estimated 68 NVA fired auts-
natic weapons and threw grenades into the battery nositions.
On both occasions, small ams and machine gun fire forced the
NVA4 to break contact and withdraw. A possible third group of
NV4 fired small arms into the Hotel Company positions while
a Hotel Company ambush fired on an unknown number of MNVA
roving ncar the ambush site, Foxtrot Company patrol on 30
July, scarching a NVA bivouac area, found 4 graves, each con-
tain{ng onc NVL body. ‘ '

AWM@JM@J

. > ]
. a«“ T . v'...lz .

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

1
. v
D T s L ‘I R
| . o
EEJ“-\-N;,‘. T NP L ‘
fu.,)\_n\ﬂ\, Pl e |

ot PSRN

LEGEND

Main trail e
Secordary trall -~ .
Fooder trail .. _ 7

Bunker i ver &

Fighting hole 12 13 .
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1, Cooking (16) oven holes along stream bank 16, All elophant grass 6'-10'

2, Harboring site 17. 411 houses destroyed.

3, Fighting holes all along streun ond trail 18, Intermittent etream.

4. Pletoon stamino ares 19, Idho contact (18 July 1966)

5. Mortar position . 20, NVA aid station.

6. Sniper position (XD- 986605 ) 7 - .21, Bunkers, fighting holea,

7. Bn shae arca~bunkers, comm wire trenches,.

8, Harboring site 22, NVA holding stetion for

9, Harboring site casualtics, medical burkexr for
10, Area NVA moved to along ridgeline opcrating

XD 960615 to YD 000618 23. Contact with 3 VC (19 July )
11, 100«150 spider holes along ridgeline 24, Fortifiod position, holes.
12, Fighting holes 25, Two water holes.
13, Mortar position 26, Bridge blown.
14, 10! canopy 27, Trenches in 360! with holes o
15, Trail visible but not used. orest
28, Fortifiod arca-bunkers, fight
. ing ho}os, e P
1 7?. ' _" - 29. 4 - 81 8 (‘\) ™ [(‘Wﬁ '3
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T ,“,é. 'Suﬁmafy of Enemy Casualties, Prisoners and Captured
i - Equipment: ‘ :

(1) DoIG BL/C 1O (1-6 July): MNone |

| (2) Operation‘HASTINGS (7-31 July)

(a) NVL KI4 (confirmed) 21, (probable) 26
(b) NVA WIL (confirmed) 7,‘(probable) 1
(¢) vece -0 |

(@) ves -0

(¢) Returnce.- 0

(f) Equipment.

R 1, Veapons: 9 AK-47, 1 SKS_Assault Rifle,
1 S6=43 (Goryunov) machine gun (Chicom Type 53), .1 DPM (1MG)

o ' 2, Lquipment: 2540 rounds 6f ammvnition,
12 hand grenades, 3 packs, assorted uniforms (grecn and lipght
gray), documents, web gear (5 cartridge belts, 3 magazine
carricrs, 3 grenade carricrs). -

8., Mission.

a, 7-14 July 1966: To conduct recon operations in recon
zones designated; provide and maintain a mobile strike force
to reinforce/assist in recon extractions: be nrepared on order
to exploit targets of opportunity, as required: coordinate '
ARVN artillcry within range of recon teams: provide secutrity
for /SRA™ site; conduct patrolling and ambush activitiés: and
be preparcd to carry out such orders as directed by CO, 4th
Marines. . .

b, 15-16 July 1966: Provide TF DELTA reserve be prepared on
order to conduct search and destroy operations in &rea Sesi -
nated by TF Commander; initially, provide security to installa-
tions at DONG Hi and CAM IO untii relicved on 15 July ‘1966,

ce 17 July - l’AuguSt 1966: ‘Diéplqce to vicinity X0
983563, cstablish blocking positions, and conduct search and
destroy operation in zone, 7 ' L ’
d. 2-3 fugust 1966: Constitute TF DELT4 reserve,

9, Conccpt of Operations

e ’ ”‘ i 'EI.NQ{OSURE (20
‘- A‘f"':\..::':.%:;‘ o _
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a, 17-14 Juiy 1966: Two rifle companies located at DONG
;i provide ASRLT site sccurity and the base of operations for
rccon activities. Onc rifle company provide security for the

artillery located at C/M LO. MNaximum patrol/ambush effort
will be made,

b, 15-16 July 1966: Tnitially, provide installation
security with two companies at DONG Ei and two companies at
C/} LO while continuing assigned mission of supporting recon
effort,  When relicved on 15 July 1966, constitute TF DELTL
reserve; be prepared for employment in the TF DELT/ 7one of
action to conduct search and destroy operations and estahlish
blocking positions as dirccted with three comnanies abreast
and one company in rescrve. :

c. 17 July-liugust 1966: Initially,provide blocking
position with three companies located vicinity XD 974567 .
XD 991579, and XD 983563, During the period 20-27 July 1966,
2 companics occupied blocking positions vicinity XD 990598
and XD 993508, one company occupied high ground at XD 974567
and XD 991579, and remaining company, with command group,
remained vicinity XD 983563, During the period 28 July-

1 August 1966 company blocking positions were shifted to
vicinity XD 9955493 XD 9835633 XD 974567 and XD 9915794
and YD 002592,

d, 2-3 August 1966: Constitute TF DELTA reserve from
base camp at GIA 1E,

10. Execution
"ence-

a. 1July -;.«T_EWDWE,.,I:?&&@&%gﬁg@%&&%&&rmﬁ 19 mgs%z

nent of Operation HASTINGS. re was one platoon extraction
and one insertion by Det 4, Recon Group BRAVO, Nine sruad size
patrols, 10 squad size ambushes, 18 outposts, and 18 listening
ﬁOStS were employed. Two scout sniper teams were assigned to

econ Group BRAVO and 3 scout sniper teams from 4th Marines
werc assigned to 2nd Battalion, lst Marines.

b. 8 July - At 10002 2nd Platoon, Force Recon Company wasg
successfully extracted by helo at céordinates YD 077469, At
1630H 1st Plat, "i" Company, Recon Group BRAVO was successfully
inserted in RZ "C" at coordinates YD 060495, At 18354 Sparrow
Hawk was helolifted to YD 090501 to provide security.of a downed
Cli-46 which was on fire, CH-46 was completely destroyed by
fire and Sparrow Hawk returned at 1937H, At 23101 ERB patrol
in ambush at YD 117590 received 25 rounds of small arms fire
from an unknown directionj the patrol returned fire with 150
rounds of small arms. Arca was scarched at first ligtt with
negative results. Therec was one extraction and one insertion .
by Det 4, Recon Group BRAVOS pine squad size patrols, 14 sguad
size arbushes, 18 outposts and 18 1listening posts were employed.,
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hreec scout sniper tecams from the 4th Marines were assigned
to this batialion and two scout sniper teams were assigned to
Det 4, Recon Group BRAVO, :

c, 9 July - At 0605H recon eclement was inserted and
established an ambush on a well-used trail in vicinity of
YD 092593; a 4-man VC point walked into the arbush resulting
in 4 VC KI.., The recon tean irmediately recuested extraction
because of & large fire fight with a large patrol of VC,  Team
was extracted under heavy VC contact, UM-1E gun ships were
requested and artillery was directed by an A0, Results of
contact: 4 VC KIA (confirmed), VC wore camouflaged utilities
and rainhats; onc VC carried an automatic rifle with a dron
nagazine on top and a second carried a non-descrint rifle,
There was one recon platoon insertion and one extraction, Fivo:
squad size patrols, B scuad size armbushes, 18 outnosts, and
18 listening posts were employed; three scout sniper teams from
the 4th Harines were assigned to this battalion.

d, 10 July - At 1200 E.& F Companies completed exchange
of position: E Company now at DONG HA and F Company now at
CAM LO to providé security .for artillery positions, At 2025%
"Fn Company received 2 rounds of suspected 82mm mortars at -
YD 130585, Artillery rcturned fire on suspected mortar posi-
tions; the mission was unobscrved, There was one recon nlatoon
insertion and onc extractiong eight souad size patrols, 9
squad size ambushes, 18 outposts, and 18 listening posts were
cmployed, Three scout sniper teams from 4th Marines were
assigned to this battalion, ’

e. 11 July - At 1255H a recon unit observed 5 VC hivouaced
at XD 889558, Recon opened fire with small arms in atternt
to wound and capturc the VC, Area was strafed by UH-1E gun
ships before VC could escape. VC fled in_an unknown direction
with 2 VC WIA (probable). Sparrow Hawk alerted to assist in
recon extraction:; however, recon unit’ extracted without in-
cident at 1323l and Sparrow Hawk not required. At 17301 "G!
Company arrived DONG HA from GIA 1IE, There were one regon
platoon insertion and one extraction, eight sruad patrols,
9 squad ambushes, 18 ocutposts, and 18 listening posts, Three
scout sniper tecams from the 4th Marines were assigned to the
nattalion. « S

f, 12 July - Upon landing to insert a recon platoon: at
06051 in vicinity of XD 997645, the lead UH-1E received small-
arms firc from 5 to 6 VC moving towards the LZMrom XD 989655,
Two men got out of the helicopter and were left when it im-
mediately lifted offj they moved to XD 997648 without further
jncident and were extracted at 0648H without further contact.
F-4 aircraft dropped 4 napalm tanks and fired rockets inté the
area; UH-1E gun ships fired 1000 rounds of 7,62mm and 5a22.75"

rockets. Rcsults unknown as thé ‘satire arca was aflame,
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At 0759H One AT section displaced to CAM 10, OpCon "F'" Company,
There was-one recon platoon insertion and one extraction:

eight squad size patrols, 7 squad sizé arbushes, 18 outposts

and 18 listening posts were employed. Three scout sniper teams
from the 4th Marines were assighed to this battalion,

g. 13 July - 4t 0300H Echo Company vicinity YD 244604
received 7 sniper rounds from vicinity YD 257604, Mo fire
returned as snipcer continually shifted his nositisén, Area
was searched at first light with negative resvlts, At 09207
Sparrow lawk was-listed to'assist in recen extractioh: Sparrow
llawk landed and swept arca without raking contacty successfully
cxtracted at 1148H, Sparrow Hawk agein alerted at 1835H to
assist recon teanm at YD 005635 vhich might have to be extracted,
Srarrow Hawk launched at 1920H, but did not land since recon
clerment remained undetected ané Sparrow Hawk returned at 2010H,
There were 3 daylight recon insertions, 1 nightime insertion
and ‘2 extractions, Seven squad patrols, 8 sruad arbushes,

18 outposts and 18 listening posts were erployed, Three scout -
sniper tecams from 4th Marines remain assipned to this battalion,

h, 14 July - At 0010H 4-6 VC attempted to infiltrate =
F3B patrol's lines alung i?e river at YD 182587 to damage the
bridge at that location,FB/B fired 10 to 15 rounds of 7,2
and physically pursucd ‘the VC, Contact was lost in heavy
undergrowth, At 2305H TF DELTA FRAG ORDER 1-66'was received:
All units execute Operation HASTINGS at 150800H; 2/1 to be -
in reserve, There was one recon tean insertion and one extrac-
tion, Five squad size patrols, 8 squad size ambushes, 18
outposts, and 18 listening posts were erployed, Three scout
sniper teans from 4th Marines remain assigned to this bhattalion,

i, 15 Jul{ - At 13201, TF DELTA directed 2nd Bn, 1st Mar&nes.
to place onc platoon on 15 minute stand-by to enter the opera-
ting area to provide security for downed helicopter., At 1400H
F/1 was launched and landed at 14554, At 1635H TF DELTA dir-
ected that one company (Echo) be alerted for possible 1lift

to 3rd Bn, 4th Marines arca vicinity YD 037641, At 1750H E/1
and Echo Cormand Group boarded CH-46's and departed DONG HA

for operating area, At 1800H one CH-46 carrying 12 marines
fron E/1 and 4 crew members was shot down in vicinity of YD
050654 by a ,50 Cal machine gun. Twelve lMarines from E/1 and

2 crevw norbers werc KIA., At 1835H a second Cl-46 with crew

and remainder of E/1 returned to DONG HA, There were five -
squad size patrols, 8 squad ambushes, 9 outposts, and 9 listen-
ing posts were empioyed. Three scout sniper teams from 4th
Farines remain assigned to this battalion,

jo 16 July - At 0020H .TR DELTA FRAG ORDER 3~66 received:
2md Dn, " 1st Marines to land in LZ at YD 066655 commencing .
160730H, remain- in LZ for further orders, and be.preg;re to
move to 2nd DBa, 4th larines on order. At 06208 2rd Bn,
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1st Mar ~ departed DONG 4 CP for the airfield., At JHBGH“A’
WEY and WFY companies lifted off for LZ RORIN, At O0900H all
" units of 2nd-Bn, lst Marines arrived on Hill 100, At 1130H
units reported in position: CP at.¥YD 067565, 1#5 Company at
YD 06565, E Company at YD 065656, F Company at YD 072652, 1
Company at YD 06553, and G Company. (in reserve) at YD 248597,
Units were dirccted to cormence short range patrols. At 13351
tho battalion was forced té shift positions to vicinity YD
064660 duc to a grass fire, A1l lines werc tied in foilowing the
move. F Coumpany fron YD 060659 to YD 060664, 11 Company from
B 663657 to YD 067662, and T Corpany from YD 060859 to YD
067660, Night time activities cormonced at 1930iI, At 20534 -
ngt Company and 8lmm mertar platoon received 95 rounds of sus--
ccted 82qm mortar fire on their position, the last round land-
ing at 2108il, /4n artillery mission was fired on the suspouted VO
rmortar position in vicinity of YD 057654, Results of artillery
firc were unknown, but mortar fire ceaser. Friendly cosunlties:
1 XI£, 7 WIL., There were 9 scuad ambushes, 10 outposts and 10
listening posts cnployed. ' -

k, 17 July - At 0009i] TF DELTL FRLG ORDER 6-56 was received:
5/1 cormence landing at O8Il in LZ-vicinity D 984561 to con-
duct search and destroy operations in arca ard assune OpCon at
1706000, of W Battery, lst Bn, 1lth Marines, At PAR1O0H all
imits 1ifted from 1z RODIN (YD’ 066655), At 0923H new CP located
at ¥D 984563, At 0920i all units of 2/1 landed at new location:
E Corpony at XD 988559, F Company at ¥ 975565 and ! Company
at XD 985574, A4t 1228i 4,2"/1/11 in nosition at n C.P. At
143011 F/2 patrol sighted & VC sniper in a tree at XD 9755744
patrol fired 40 rounds of small arms and 3 rounds of 8lmm morter,
Tho arca was scarched with negative results, ALt 20121 TTF DELTA
FRUG ORDER 7-66 was received:  2/1 continuc assigned search and
dcstroy operations in assigned arca of operation. There were
2 platoon potrols, 4 squad natrols, 8 outposts, and 9 listening/
arbushes employed.. . )

1., 18 July - Betwcen 0515: anc 07001 H/1 reccived 4 rounds
of 81 or 82m nrortar fire ond approxinatel 350 rounds of small
arrs firc both scni-and automatic weapons {ocated in the
vicinity #D 993585, 1iP's pulled in anc artillery/mortar fire
was brought on suspected positions. liortar fire forced NVA
to rove and fire was adjusted accordingly. At 0620H
onc NVA scuad was observed noving along streanbed vicinity
ZD 9955853 firc mnission called,  Area of these” ¢tontacts swept
by "I Company after completion of fire rissions., Results'of
the engagenent:  Two HVL HIL (probable), 1 DPM machine gun, 500 °
rounds 7.62:rm arrmnition, and various articles 782 gear captured,
L consideraoble amount of blood. found in the arca. At 1045H B/1
on a combat patrol nad¢ contact uith the security clements of
an cstinated NVA squad, reinforced with onc machine gun, in the
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vicinicty XD 996545, Receivin§ a heavy volume of automatic
weapons fire, the platoon deployed and commenced the assault,

- 4 combination of heavy undergrowth and the well-positioned
enemy machine ﬁun slowed the attack, After ealling an artillery
mission, the platocon resumed the assault utilizing all its
organic weapons and overran the enemy position. Results of
the engagement: 3 NVA KIA (confirmegg, including 1 officer,

6 NV. KIA (probable), 1 Goryunov machine gun (Chicom type),

and 1 AK-47; friendly losses: ADOW 8 WI., At 1100H E/3,also

a combat patrol, sweeping eastward alonpg high ground vicinity

XD 999558 made ﬁeavy ¢ ntact at close cuarters with an esti-
mated NVA platoon reinforced with 2 and possibly 3 machine
guns, The NVi opened fire from well concealed, dup-dn nositions
at the edge of thc canopy. E/3 returned fire and cormmencod the
assault of the position, Suffering several casvalties, E/3 held .
its position and called in 8lrm and 4,2" mortar fire, which was
walked down the ridgeline into t'e enemy position. One round

of 4.2" VP forced 4 NVA to-break from their position+ they

were killed by E/3's smallearms fire as soon as they were in
the open. As the attack continued about 25-30 NVA were observed
moving from the south to reinforce the enemy position, A4S

the direction of their movement would have cut off the main
body of E/3 from the covered area where the platoon had as-
sembled its wounded, the platoon moved to cover the wounded

and called artillery missions on both enemy threats. At that
time due to both hcat and battlc caswalties, the nlatoon was
reduced to an effective strength of 20. The wounded were med
evaced and the main body fell back to make full utiliration of
all supporting arms, fir (including napalm), artillery, and
mortar fires were brought to bear against the enemy rositions
with very effective coverage., 4 later sween of the area re-
vealed welledug-in, nutually supportinp positions. Resnlts ‘
of the engagement were: Friendly, 8 WIA, 5 heat casnalties:

6 NVA KI4 (confirmed), 12 NVA KI4 (probable), At 1020H H/1
patrol found a company/battalion camp site in the vicinity

of XD 982582, There werc numerous fighting holes, bomh
shelters, tables, chairs, and an alter. It was estimate? that
this position had been occupied during the past two davs, At
11301 the patrol located a suspccted command bunter at XD
995584 surrounded by 6 fighting holes, An armo bhun'er showinge
sigps of recent use was also found, At 1815H "H" Company
sighted 67 NVA moving inside the tree line at XD 979588, A
fire mission was called forcing the MVA back into the canopy
with unknown casualties. At 2110H "H" OP # 4 heard sound of
heavy encmy movement at XD 989588, OP fired small arms and
threw grenades; noises ceased. At 21538 "E" OP # 1 heard
heavy movement along stream bed and around canopv in vicinity
XD 985583, Four NV. wore scen 30 rweer in frent of AT which
fire. NV. ran and fell into bush, Results un*nown. At 231
Tasl: Force DELT/. FRAG ORDER 10-6f received: 2/1 continue
assigned mission., At 2335H uns’member’?{z/B piteol shot himself
in foot; returned, to company area: patro continued, At
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2400t 2/1 issued FR/G ORDER for 19 July: .All units continue
assigned missions. There were 7 platoon sized natrols, 0
squad arbushes, 8 outposts, and 10 listening nosts egx-
ployed, _ e

ne 19 July - it OBOOH ™7 Battery comrenced nrap fires
in support of "E" Company at YD 000559 and YD 997558+ at  --
08401 the battery commenced prep fire.in suprort of "F" Com-
pany at XD 968570 and XD 976573, - At 1140M "EM" Cormrnv found -
a VC aid station at YD 002559 with strétohers and hloody tand-
ages which werc belicved to have becn used to treat yesterdav's
casualties, At 1255 "E" Company found ‘4 bunkers with rice
(30 pounds) and a nakc-shift operating room and medical bag
at YD 004552, DBunkers were destroyed and medical summlies -
returncd to CP, 4t 13051 "E" Company lead elements at YD
002559 were fired on by 3 NV/ sniners who fled ahandoning
packs. The fire was returncd and the snipers were pursveéd
with negative results., There were 2 company size natrols,
J squad patrols, 10 squad ambushes, 10 listening posts and
8 outposts employmd. T

n, 20 July - /it 0043l Task Force DELTA FRAG ORDER 11-66
received: 2nd Bn, lst Marines continue assigned mission in
present zone. At 11200 "3" Company dipcovercd foxholes and
1 bunkcr at XD 987547 which were destroyed., At 15007 o
and "F" Companics dirccted to move over{and from present
positions to cstablish blocking position vicinity XD 99559
and XD 990590 respectively. Route of march: alrng strean Wed
and trail running gencrally north fron vicinity YD 9985704
order of march "Hi", .then "F", 171PH 1//3/4 .0pCon to 2/1-and
in poasition at XD 974566 with one platoon and company (-)at
XD 992578, .t 1800H "Ii" Company in position at XD ©05598,

4t 1845H Mt Company patrol fired on 2 NVA movine north vicinity

D 995554, HNVA broke contact and fled to north. - At 21057 "p"
Conpany moving along route to new position rade contact with-
unknown number of NVi in the vicinity of XD 995585, The donm-
pany was split as the contact was made with the center of the
colurn. The contact hit the FAC tcam, resnlting in one frienddy
KI.. and onc WI.i. The contact was repulsed in hand to hand com-
bat. .n artillery mission and a flare ship were rcrnested to
assist "F" Company. Contact was lost with F/3 and F’C tesm.

4t 22200 "' Company ambush at XD 992592 heard movement near
position, opened fire with small arms and called for illumi-
nation with negative results. At 23501 same ambush had one MVA
walk into ambush site. Ambush opened fire resulting in 1 MVA
KIA (confirmed)., There werc 2 company patrols; 1 platoon
patrol, 2 squad patrols, 8 outposts, B, sonad 2mbushes and .
8 listening posts employed., [Ijmmﬂng®QM@Lgmjl
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k”ﬁ”ﬁ. 21 July - At 0030H "F" Company regnrined radid cormmmydl
ications with F/3 and continued efforts to consolidate its
position., At 03101 F/3 and FAC team effected nhysical contact
and proceeded to link up with rest of companv, At 0455H v
Company reunited and set'in position the remninder of the
night, 4t 0730H "' Corpany linked up with "I" Company and
began to move into position., Results of "F" Cormany contact:

3 friendly FIA and 2 friendly 1A, MNVA casualtics: A KIA

4t 1025H an unknown number of NV/ took F/3 under fire as it
was moving into position, F’3 returned fire and attempted

to locate NVA with negative results, At 2050H both U and F °
Companics reccived autonatic weapons fire along entire line.
4,2" and 60mm mortar fired at suspected positions. At 7115H
M/3/4 observed 6, NVA moving south from the viecinity of XD
976562, .Artillery/mortar fire mission called. At 21171 I ~
Company noted heavy movement moving south in streambed at
992595, Artillery fire called to "walk" down valley, - At 21471 ‘
M/3/4 sighted 6 NVL at XD 992582 and fired 5 rounds 1'-7° at
them, NVA withdrew to north, At same time M/3/4 noted heavy
movement to northwest and north., The sound of metal strikimp
me tal (susgected mortar position) was also noted. 8lmm mortar -
mission called and nmovement ceased, This movement to and fro
(north and south) along the strecambed trail secmed to indicate
that an unknown number of NVA were moving back and forth at-
terpting to cscape the artillery fire. Mortar/artillery fire
was continually adjusted to cut off their escape or drive

then into friendly lines. At 2148H ‘Il Company reccived 8%rm
rortar fire from north, At 2155 "U" Comnany directed mortat
nission on target at XD 995605 with "F" Company FO observing,
At 2210 mortar attacl: against "H" Company ceased, At 2230H
M/3/4 noted movement in brush at XD 992582 and called mortar
nission, At 2224H "I Company OP # 1 heard sound of peonle
running at XD 995600, OF withdrew and artillery mission celled,
At 22400 ™I" Company heard heavy NVA movement at XD 997604,

and called artilgery. At 23101 "H" Company observed green
light similar td mortdir aiming stake to rearj light disappeared
after mortar mission was fired, At 2320 M/3/4 reported 3
minor WIA's from previous 81mm mortar mission, At 23400 TF
DELT. FRAG ORDER 12-66 received: 2/1 continue search’and
destroy operations in assigned area of responsibility, Thera -
were 5 platoon patrols, 2 platoon amhushes, 10 sruad ambushes,
9 outposts and ‘9 listening posts employeds . .

p. 22 July - By 00304 the attacks against "F" And "D"
Companies had gradually subsided, (See paragraph Of.,far
discussion of artillery support during this period). TFrom the
enemy's action it was apparent that the NVA forces were maling
a concerted effert to eliminate the blocking positions
(3 990598 and ¥D 004598) manned by "F" and "H" Companies,

As the attack progressed it appeared to become increasingly
disorganized giving proof to tﬁe success of the battalions's
actions., At OLOO0H "H" Company recuested med evac for 3 "IA's:
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"med evac was coMpleted at 0140H, Total casualties for night's
engagement: Friendly: 2 IZIA and 13 UIAg lIV4L VIA and TTIL,
unknown, At 10404 F/2 patrol point came in contact with 3 to
6 HVA at XD 998604, Point opened fire with small arms, MNVA
broke contact and disappeareg into the mountoin canopy. in
8lrm mortar fire mission was called with excellent coverage of
target arca. Contact results: 2 friendly WIL's, 1 MVA KIA
(probable), and L NVL WIA (probable), At 14254 1T Co 3/4 renlaced
on position by 6 Commany , 2/13 M-Commany 3{4 returneéd to narent
unit. 4t 20157 11/1/L patrol ambush sipghted 10 NV. coming from
the south moving north along stream-beg in vicinity 70> 695597,
Thc potrol opencd fire with small arms and gren~deés, The NVA
ti.en broke contact, results: 2 1WA I, {prodable), [Lrtillery
fire mission called with unobserved results. At 22251°F/3 natrol
in czbush opened firc on 3-4 W/ in vicinity 0D 986588, 1TVL
broke contact in unknown dircction, ~nd F/3 andush retnrned to
CD sincc anbush site was cormronised, - Lt 2345Y Tnasg' Force DRIY/
Fou6 02331 13-66 received. 2/1 centinue search and destroy
onerations in arca of responsibility, Thers wers 3 nlatoon
natrols, 3 scuad potrols, 10 scuad arbushes, 8 dutposts and 3
istening posts cmployed. ‘

q. 23 July - During neriod «0001-0250 eérerperc restnrly
of 4.2 and 8lmm mortror arnmunition effected. | At 0BCOI MW -
Company correnced nove overland to reliegve "F# Cormnony on
position; move completed at 1300 and ¥i" Comp~ny nosition now
in vicinity @D 990598, At 1317 "i¥ Comncny started moverent
a::d was in position vicinity XD 983563 at 1758H. ALt 1220 o
Cormpany observed 2 unidentificd persons in vicinity XD 2£7592:
106rm 2R and 8lmr rmortors fired cn susnected mersovnel with
unknown results, 4t 13208 "i" Corpany received 2 rouncs of
82 mortar and sporatic -autonctic weapons fire fron vicinity
¥ 9975S63 4.2" rortar fires werc chlled on susnected enery
position and ememy nortar and autoratic weanons firing ceased,
Zctueen the hours of 0800 ond 1700l II/3 patrol locnted a -
pletoon-size NVA comp site in vicinity ZD 994588-ID 982588« -
the site contained nurerous fighting holes and cooliing areas
in addition to four 8lmm or 82rnm mortar positions at D 988568
and 100 to 150 spider holes alonp the ridgeline, JLren searched
and destroyed by 1/3 patrol, /Lt 22511 ?nd Pn, st llarines FRIG
G:O%EX for 23 Ju{y was issucd: Cormconies "E" and "' to conduct
nlatoon size patrols peying attention to draws, strear heds nnd
troilsy "GY Commany corrence helo 1ift from present position to
relieve "L" Corpany on position in vicimdey—of XD 687597 ~nd
ticn concuct extensive natrolling to north and west in platoon
size patrols. Lt 23007 1/2/L »atrol made contact with 3 to & °
iV moving south to north'alon§ streat hed coorcinates 7D 995585,
1:/2/i patrol opened firc with 150 rouncts of small arms and threw
grenades. NVA returned semi and automatic fire and threw
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1 grenade and then broke contact., H2A machine gun jammed and
patrol returmned to CP because ambush was 'compromised., Results:

2 probable MVA KIA, Two platoon pitrols, 5 squad matrols, °

8 squad ambushes, 8 outposts, and 8 listening posts employed, *'

r. 24 July - 4t O0OIH "H" Company LP # 3 at XD 9098593
made contact with approximately 30 NVA. LP openéd fire and
expended 45 rounds of small arms and 10 grenades, NVA forces
broke contact in all directions and LP returne? to CP, MI"
Company received 4 rounds of suspected 82mm mortars landing
at XD 998593, At .0005H booby traps which were planted at X
998598 were tripped by an unknown source and fire missions
from 4.2" Battery were fired at coordinates XD 998593, lMera-
tive assessment on fire mission, Results of contact of LP # 3:
4 NVA KIA (probable), At 0545H "H" Company reported receiving
heavy small arms fire and mortar fire from vicinity of XD
998596, Fire missions by the 4.2" Battery and illumination .
by 8lmm mortars were calied and enemy activities ceased. A
search of the area was conducted at first light and 4 NVA
KI4 (body count), 5 weapons, 7 grenades and 15 full magarines
were found at XD 99598, At 1300H E/3 patrol made contact with
3 NVA on trail in vicinity XD 989605, opened fire with small
arms, killing 2 NVA, physically pursued and captured 2 weapons
and combat equipment. Patrol {ost contact with NVA force$
and returned to CP, Psy War Broadcast aircraft reruested, but
rmission aborted due to foul weather, There were 4 platoon
gatrols, 3 squad patrols, 9 squad anmbushes, 7 outposts, and

listening posts employed. v

S, 25 July - At 01551 Task Force DELTA FRAC ORDER 15-66
received: 2nd Bn, lst Marine to continue search and destroy
operations in assigned area, At 0240H 2/1 FRAC NRDER for 25
July $Sent: all companies conduct search and destroy operations
in assigned sectors paying particular attention to trails,
draws, and other avenues of withdrawal or approach leading
north and northwest; all units are to mine main trails and
maintain proper records; all patrols to be in platoon strength.,
At 1730H "I" Battery, 3rd Bn, 12th Marines arrivéd ot Bh GF amd
set in gun positions to provide longer range general supnort
for TF DELTA, At 2000H two booby traps were sprung by an
unknown source at XD 998578 and all units were alerted for
possible enemy activity, At 23008 2/1 FRAG ORDER for %6
July sent: "E" and "F" Companies exchange positions by helo
lift commencing 0800l; upon completion "E'" Company condnct
search and destroy operations in zone paying particular
attention to GS YD 0056 and YD 0057 north of route # 9 and
"7 Company expand operations in zone to North and "fest to
uncover trails, etc; "G" and "H" companie¢s contimue search
and destroy operations in assigned zones; all companies
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employ platoon sized patrols, At 2344H Task Froce DEITA °

FRAG ORDER 16-66 received: 2/1 continue assigned mission,

There were 4 platoon patrols, 2 scuad patrsls’, 8 s~uad ambushes,
7 outposts, and 7 listening posts employed, =

t, . 26 July - At O8B00H "F" Company cormmenced hélilift to
relicve "E" Company on position vicinity XD 980598: "E" Com-
pany moved into "F" Company's positions vicinity XD 974566
and XD 991579 on the return flights, At 13154 F/1 patrol
OP sighted 3 unidentified men running over the hill to the
southwest in vicinity of XD 988594, OP fired 15 rounds of
60mm mortars with an unknown effect. At 21251 "F" Commany
received 5 rounds of suspected 60mm mortars from vicinity
XD 578594, 8lmm mortars were called on suspected enemy
position and enemy mortaring ceased, At 2215H'2/1 FRAG ORDER
for 27 July issued:upon arrival 3/5 units in 2/1 zone "F"
and "G" Companies be prepared for helilift to LZ's to be
designated4 "E" and "H" companies continue search and destrov
operations in assigned zones, At 2337H TF DEILTA FRAG ORDER
17-66 received: 2/1 continue search and destroy operations
in assigned areas and move units in accordance with adiusted
boundaries, There were 3 platoon patrols, 5 sruad patrols,
10 squad ambushes, 10 outposts, and 7 listening posts °
employed.,

u, 27 July - 09300 3’5 units commenced move into.2/1
zone, At 1225H “F" Company staged excess gear at "G" Comnany's
position and at 1300 commenced overland movement to vicinity
XD 9855 along strecambed. At 1500 "G" Company commenced
moverent in trace of "F" Comnany to new positions vicinity
YD 005565, At 183001 211 units in position and northerir FCL
established along GL&.it 2110H TF DELTA FRAG ORDER 18-66
received: 2/1 continue assigned search and destroy operations,
Lt 2200H 2/1 FRAG ORDER for 28 July issued: All units continne
secarch and destroy operations in assigned areas. There were
2 company patrol's, 3 sgquad patrols, 9 s~uad ambushes, 7
outposts, and 8 listening postsenhloyceé.

v. 28 July - Between 0216H and 0340H three unexpleined
explosions (thought to be grenades) occured nzar CP, Each
investigation proved negative. At 14451 a warnini order
was issued to "i" Company to be prepared to be helo-lifted to
vicinity G3 XD 9152 to conduct search and destroy operations-
at 290105i1 warning order was cancelled., Daylight patrols had
ncgative contact. Between the hours of 2125H and 231%H -

"i' Company at XD 969573, "H" Company ambush # 2 at XD 977572,
and "I" Battery 3/12 were probed by an undetermined number of

NVA's believed to be attempting to infiltrate their positions.
NVi's fired small arms and threw grenades, This was answered

with vigorous small arms, mortar, and }-79 fire., NVA broke

NOATINE 1
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- irmrtinknown directions, Areas were swept at first
light with negative results, At 23074 Tas* Force DRLTA
FR4AG ORDER 19-66 received: 2nd Bn, lst Marines to continue
search and destroy operations in assigned areas "V" Btry _
1st Bn, 11th Yarines moves to DA NANG at 291200H July, ~There
were 1 platoon patrol, 4 squad patrols, 2 platoon ambushes, °
7 squad ambushes, 8 outposts, and 8 listening posts employed,

we 29 July - At O0030H "I" Battery, 3/1? received small
arms fire from 6 to 8 NVA's in position at XD 997571 and XD
973561; fire was returned by small arms, 106mm RR and 105mm
direct fire, All enemy activity ceased. The areas were swent
at first light with negative results. At OlO5H 2/1 .
FQ..C ORDER for 29 July issucd: all cormpanies continue search
and destroy operations in assigned areasj 8l's and 105's
provide fire support on order and 4.2" be prenared to move to
DONG Hf, at 2912008, Commencing at 0940H 3/5 units roved south (@
into 2/1 zone to be helilifted from 2/1 L7 at 1400H, At 12001
W/1/11 commenced lift from their positions, At 1315 3/5 :
clements cormenced lift. Daylight patrols had negative contact,
At 2240H TF DELTA FRAG ORDER 20-66 received: 2nd Bn, 1lst Marines
continue operations in assigned area; one platoon to be detached
300900H to provide Rough Rider security’ report to C,0, LSA
upon arriva{ at DONG B4, At 23554 2nd Bn, 1lst Marines issued
FR.LG OXRDER for 30 July: all units continue search and destroy
operations in assigned areasj "' Company he nrepared to detach
one platoon at 300900H to provide Rough Rider securitv: platoon
to report to C.0. LS/ upon arrival at DOFG HA, There were 3
platoon patrols, 2 squad patrols, 9 sruad ambushes, 8 outvosts,
and 8 listcning posts employed.,

x. 30 July - At 0900H remaining 3/5.units moved into 2/1
area from north; lifted out at 1300B....Dayvlight »atrols had .
negative contact. At 2000H 2/1 northern boundary established
along 60 GL, Between 2130H and 2342H CP lines probed hy e
scveral rounds small arms and grenades . whicl wesc.anewsred whith ansll
ams fire; negative results; no friendly casvalties, At 2235H .
Task Force DELTA FRAC ORDER 21-66 received: 2/1 contimie
operations in assigned area and to be prepared to heli-lift
one platoon "E" Company at 310900 to provide Rough Rider ‘
security to DONG HA, A4t 2247H 2/1 FRAG ORDER for 31 July issued:
all units continue search and destroy operations in assigned
areas; "L" Company detach one platoon effective 310900H to -
provide Rough Rider security. Therc were 1 platoon pagrols,

5 squad patrol's, 8 squad ambushes, 7 outposts, and 8 listening

posts employed e

y. 31 July - At 0210 "E" Company saw 4-5 NVA in front of
position, threw grenades and NVA retired. Daylirht patrols
had megative contact, At 2120H 2/1 issued FRAG ORDER for 1

URGLASSIFILD |
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sugust 1066: commencing 011000H 2/1 moves by helo to DONG PA
and subsequently to G6Y4L LE on 2 /ngust, There vere 5 s~uad

patrols, 11 squad ambushes, 9 outposts, and 12 listening nosts
employed. '

z. 1 Lupust - Lt 0830 commencec helolift of ¥/3/12 and 2/1
to DONG ..f; 12308 lift comnleted., At 1500H W45, G, T And a
platoon of B Companies deported DONE 1. by Rough Rider for GIL IE
arriving at GI4 LE at 1830H without incident, £11 commanies -
except E' Co occppied nrevious positions on the lines3 & Co nro-
vided sccurity for 2/4 arpa and arti’lery nositions., There were

6 outnosts, 12 listcning hosts, 2 cormony: natrols and 1 platoon
I)('.lt rol,

an. 2 lupust - Lt 12300 ¥ Co arrived by Rough Rider from
DOUG Ti. There werce 8 outposts and 10 listecning nosts employod,

bb. 3 fugust - Oporotion UASTINGS terminated 17000 in

‘ugust - Uperaotion il i PANE)
accordenco with 3Rdiiariv messape 0412707, There were o nlatoon

netrols, 9 smmad natrols and 15 Jistoning nosts cmployed,
11, Rcsults
a. PFriendly Pcrsonnel and Eruipment

(1) rersonrel strength of narticipatingvunits during
Operation L.STINCG was as followss

usr'e : UM
Officers 28 Enlisted 791 Officers 2 Tnlisted “
(2) Friendlr Casualtics | .
(a) Battde Casualtics - 18 "IA's and 28 "Ti's.

(b) llon-battle Casunlties (includine $11) - 278
(170 were non-evac). Totals include all attached units.

(3) Discipline, Law and Order: o problems encountered,

(4) Burial and Graves Registration: o nroblems
encountcred ., ' .

(5) iorale: Mormal for an opcration of this type
and durdtion. ¢ '

(6) Mo friendly ccuinment was lost dnring the operatior
however, considerable gersonal nropcrty ‘end individual ecuipment
stored at DONG liL. was lost or destroyed,

Sre ¢
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b. Enemy Personnel and Equipment
(1) NVA KIA Confirmed - 27
(2) NVA KI. Probable = 26
(3) Nvi WIA Confirmed - 7
(4) NVA WIA Probable - 1 _ '
(5) Equipment captured: 1 Goryunov FG, 1om, 1 SﬁS.

A1

9 4-47, 12 hand grenades, 2540 rounds 7.62, 3 nac"s, 5 car-
tridge belts, 3 magazine carriers, 3 grenade carriers assorted

medical equipment, assorted uniforms, documents, and io-feetm
prinacord.,

c. Air strile assessments, All areas in which sir stri%es .
were called by this battalion were searched by ground forces
without significant results., - T

12. Administrative lattters

a, Logistics

(1) Yo logistical probléns were encountered dnring
the operations, mainly due to the outstanding cooneration of
the LSA. 4 »

(2) 411 resupply and medical evacuations were
accomplished by helicopter,

b, Medical

(1) Battle Casualties: These were for the most
partg evacuated by helicopter from the site of the casnalty

to "D Nedical Company, 3rd.ledical Battalion. docated in
DONG Hh. Some of the minor casualties were seen at the

Battalion 4id Station located in the CP and retained in the
arca or returned to duty.

(2) Non-Battle Casualties: . These were seen at the
Battalion Aid Station and either treated and returned to dvty
or evacuated to "D" Medical facility,

(3) Special Problems: The only problem encountered
was with the water sipply. Seven cases of ear infections-
(attributed to the water) were trcated at the Battalion Aid
Station; one of these required evacuation. On approxim tely
the 12th day of the operation the water source (a flowing
stream) became cloudy and numerous dead fish were noted.

[
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This was attributed to H&I artillery fire. The strcam was

closed as a water point for two days during which time the

wager clepred, There was no apprecigble armount of diarrhea
noted, ‘

¢, Cormmunications

(1) General, Operation [W.STINMS was conducted in
two phases by this unit, The Tirst phase consisted of the
defcnsive mission at DONC HA and C/17 10 while the second
phase was the committing of this unit to the offensive
portion of the Operation ILLSTINGS, As these phases reflect
diversified communications requirements, thev are covered
as such in this report.

(2) Phase One - Defensive mission at DOV HA and
Cil. LO; '

(a) Radio

_ 1. Internal. Internal Battalion communica-
tions posed no problems and cormunications were estahlished
in accordance with normal unit operatine procedures.

" a, In order to exnand the external
communications system, a Communications Central, TSC-15, was
activated to provide a voice and teletyne circuit hetween
JONG Li/. and the Fourth larines at PHU BAT, This system
proved to be very unstable and, therefore, not accentable,
Initially, the problem lay in insufficient erunipment to
establish the teletync circuit, Additional eruipment was
obtained from the 4tl larines. However, after another -
equipricnt failure there was insufficient ecnipment to con-
tinue this circuit, The Third MarDiv was rcaneste” to nrovide
both technical and equipment assistance, which was ~vickly
received., Repeated efforts to establish a stable and relishle
circuit to PHU BAI were unsuccessful, and it was, therefbreq
decided to attempt to establish this circuit direct to the
Third MarDiv at gﬁ N/NG, Although the -circuit was now hecoming
accentable, an unusual number of ecvipment failures began to
occur, didditional equipment and technical assistance were
enployed at both terminal units until the eruipment nrohlems
began to be resolved about 14 July, From this point on, thre
only problem encountered was with frecuencies which were not
considered to be beyond acceptable limits., Tt should be noted-
that experience with high frequency single side band corfmnica-
tions cquipment in and around the PHU BA¥ area has giways refldécte
an unacceptable response, It has contitvally beﬁp easier to

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

® 8

-

C LN QO 711 ppe
| UNCLASSIFnm | |
blish and} maintain this type of radio communications with
D. NiNG tham%to corrunicate with PHU BAY, As of this timg no
satisfactory explanation of this phenomenon can he advanced,

b, A secondary external communications
circuit was established by laying two trunk lines to the Air
Force Switchboard at DONG HA, This provided two telephene
circuits to HUE, PRU BAL and DA NANG, Unfortunately, the
Air Force was experiencing similar difficulties with their
radio telephone circuits and these were not considered reliable,

v ' £. A tertiary means of cormmunication
was established with the Fourth Marines at PHU B/I by radio.
Again, thce high frequency circuit in and out of the PHU R*Y
Combat Base was not sufficiently reliable to provide 24 hour
cormunications : .

(b) Wire, MNormal wire communications were
established and maintained with no difficulties encountered.

SF) Message Center Onerations. This unit N

provided normal message %bhfﬁb'fﬁ%iIfiiEs“fBr Battalion; later
the LSA unit superimposed itself on the Battalion Command
Post, It is to be noted that durinpg this operation, the
battalion message center maintained two message cénters:
onec at the GIA %E Command Post'and one at DONG HA, This

- duel operational recuirement tended to over-extend a small,
eight-man section both in personnel and equipment. This
problem is best alleviated by having an 0S5 cross-training
program in effect which will allow the utilization of ner-
sonnel of the other sections in the messare center.

(3) Fhase Two - Offensive Phase of Operation H/STINGS .
(a) Radio

- 1. Radio communications were established
and maintained with a minimum of difficulty,

- 2. One difficulty noted hewewer, wag the -~
tendgncy to operatt the companics to the limite of AN/PRG-ZS yange
This ténded to out-distance the capability of the PRC-10 %ith
the 8lmm FO Teams and the PRC-9 of the Artillery FO Teams,’
Until the receint of the full T{E allowance of AN/PRC-25's,
this will continue to be a problem recuiring close attention.

(b) Wire., Timited wire commnication was
employed during thi's phase of Operation HASTINGS.

(c) Message Center Operations. (See Phase One),

. NS
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13. Speccial Equipment and.Techniques, MNone employed,

15, Cormander's .nalysis

a. Onc serious failing throushout the operation and
espeeially during thot phase in which this unit was cormitted
was the complcte lack of information flowing dom from higher’
headquarters, . Jlo Opouns and only o Fei Litoims were roceived,

] [y ——

This resulted in this unit operating in a partiasl vacumn,

Taily visits by C3 TF HILTA and princimal staff members tended

to alleviatc the situation.

b. 1o significant difficultics which can not he corrected

at the local lcvel were cncountered during the oneration.

¢, Lessons Lecarnecd

(1) The 60mr mortar proyed invalusble both in.the
offense and defense. It was useful for providing "reconnai$ -
sanve - by fire" and "pren fires" dnring a-comrany's advance.
It was also very useful in covering avenues of amnronch into”
a company's position which were othcrwise difficult to cover.
Its effcctivencss was linited, however, when the unit moved

into thc canopy.

(2) The use of booby traps - emplaced and removed
during the hours of darkness - around a comnany nosition were

found to bc very uscful in signaling the approach of the encry,

These can be cither nrenared items or innrovised from flares,
hand grcnades, ectce.

(3) “hilc thc canopy restricted all radios, the

Li1/¥RC-25 proved the rore reliable. The [TT/FRC-10 radio cenld

not be depended on to nenctrate the canapy,

(2) 1t was noted that li%ely ambush sites along
trails appearcd to be occasionally rarled by small (one foot
in lcngthg sticks laid across the trail,

(5) "Mhenever feasible, ;dng the corminy cormanders

as ruch frocdon of action as —~dssibie wielin his assienc? zone
~rovides hin eunsiderable choice Uf v edient in Ve conluct:
of saarch and dbstroy opepatdigs, Tt allows kim to erstilize
o the writ!s strong v cinti el minimige the veakness. This,
in coWjufiction with a .cooriinatel #atrol effort, rrcvides
excellent coverage of a large area.

[
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(6) 'Thc absolutc nccessity of responding to any NVA --
contact with an irmediate and large volure of firc was consist-
ently denonstrated throughout the opcration,

d. Isychological "Tarfarc Activitics werc of two tynes:
fomal pre-planncd boardecasts and leaflet drons fron aircraft
and inproviscd signs nlaccd in "nown NVA harboring arcas by
onc of thc riflc companics, The aircraft brondensts and
lcaflct drops which werce npovidéd by TF DRLTL on several
occassions during thc course of the opcration covered the
arca very. wvell, The broadcasts could he heard rather well
and were understandable. The leaflcts blanketed the arena and
rany torp-up ones vere founc throughout, One of the conpnnies
improvided sipgns which they placed throug.cut the arca., Mo
eveluation can be nade as to the effectiveness of the sy Tar
cffort inasmuch as no cantives were talzen by the battalion,

15, Recormendations: The forces participating in this operation
now have a good knowledge of the area and the suspetted enemv -
positions within it, As of this date there are alreadv indice-
tions that the NVA is flowing baelr int; the vacumn created hy
the withdrawgl of Task Furee NEXT 7 .peces, Therefore, it is
recommended that the long range reconnaissance effort in this
area be continued and that at aprropriate times and locations
larine infantry battilions with suitable sunmorting arms be
cmpdoyed in this area to depny  the NVA freedom of movement

and to keep him off balance, '

Jo D . SPAUL“ID‘G
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3120
11 Avuzuet 1966

FIRST ENDURSEMENT op CO 1stBn 3dMar After Action Report 3/SEN/ddn 3120
of 7hug66

From: Commanding Officer, 34 Marines

Tl Commanding General, 3d Marine Division
Viat Commanding General, Task Force Delte
Subj: Combat Operations sfter iAction Report

1, Forwarded,

G. H., RIPLEY
By direction
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From: Commanding Offilcer

To Commending General, 3d Marine Division

Via: Commanding Officer, 3d Marines I [ 3
Commanding General, Task Force Delta

Subj: Combat Operations After Aotion Heport

Ref: (&) CG 3d MarDiv Mag 131330% Jul 1966
(b) CG 3@ MarDiv Msg 1403412 Jul 1966

BEncl: (1) 4st Bn, 34 Marine~ Dispositione and Movements, 15-31
Jul, Operation HASTINGS — ~/~
(2) Unit Journal -~/#

1 (nde Namee Operation HABTLIGS, Multi~Battalion Seareh and Desiroys

2. Dato of Operaticns 150630H July ~ 0106308 Aug 19664

3, Iooation. GQUANE TRI Provinsc.
20027601, .
4. Control or Comnand leadquarters

Task Forne Delta | . BrigGen L. E. ENGLISH

>

5., Teaok Orgenization:

— 18t Battalion, 3d Marines I4Col R. R. DICKEY JTI
HiS C:o:ﬁ — ~ Oapt E, J. MoBRIDE
“HST, 34 SP Bn
Arty Liaison Tm, 1st Bn, 12th Mar

" Co A (Rein). * : tst It M, H. ORAFTON
"~ Det, H&S Co : . ,
Dat, Med Plai
84mm FO Tm
De’t, Hq CO’ 3d M—ar
Sniper Tm
Det, 18t Bn, 12th Mazx
7O Tm
Plat, 768th Co, 524 Bn, DA NANG RF

o M!{EMSSMFUE‘D

ENL‘,L‘L ~ -'11"-4(3)

DECLASSIFIED



T T R T

DECLASSIFIED

Capt Ae Go WHITTELSEY

Dgt, Med Plat
FaC Tm
81mm FO Tm

Det, Hq Co, 34 lav
Sniper Tm

Det, 1st Bu, 12th Mar
FO Tm

Co_D (Rein) o Gapt 3o Mo STMMERLIY
ot, H&S Co e 3. Mo |

Det, Med Plat
FAC T
81mm FO Tn

Det, Hq Co, 31 Mer
Sniper Tm

Det, 18t Bn, 12%h Mer
7O Tm B

6., Supporting Fowr i
Supporting £077

80 friillery, Artillery vas uscd extensively for preparatory
tires on nssigned objectives during the advance of the battalion
during searoh nnd destroy overations conducted during the period
22«31 July. These fires were offectively delivered, although friendly
air operations in ths 2zone of action occasionally prevented adherence
to planned times of execution. Artillery was also used for extensive
H&I missions, and on the one occasion they were oalled by this unid
on an aotive enemy element, the encmy mortars shelling 2d Battalion,
4th Merines positions on 241930H Jul, the rosponse vas timely and
govorage was exoellent, with a secondary axplosion observeds

b Mz, Uo olose atr support missions ¥oro AemGHEL L A.....

bottalion aurihig the oporation. KO suppoTt was ganerally excellent
and vas fupnishod without undue delay in the majority of instanees
when it was requesteds Helicopter support of all categories, troop

end oquipment 1ifts; logistic support, and medical evacuation, was
exoellent to outstanding, both on pre-planned and on call miesions.

7. Intelligen:e
[ Be BEnemy dispogition
(1) Within the arec of operations

90th Regt (Str 1500)
324¢hB Division Hq (Str unkmown)

v
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" (2) Outside the area of operation, but within reinforeing
distance (24 hours or less)? ,

803d Regt (Est Str 1500)
812th Regt (Est Str 1500)
4th Bn, 270th Brig (8tr unknown)
U/1 IF Unit (Str unknown)

be Recent aotivity prior to Operation HASTINGS, Resonnaissance
patrols in the arcea of operations and adjacont arces had many sightings
end contacts prior to the commencemont of Operation HASTINGSs In
eddition, aircraft received AW fire from prepared positions end one
serial observer sightod 100 VC in prepared positionss

ce Fnemy strength and situation, Fron 15~21 July, the ts%
Battalion, 3d Marines remained in a defensive position as seocurity
for Tesk Force DILTA Headquartors, During this period only two eone
taots oocurrel between clements of tho Battalion and VO forceas

(1) 151920H - Company "D patrol in the vioinity of (YD
133600) made contact with an estimated VO mortar squad, The Marines
killed three VC (confirmed) and oaptured one 60mm mortar, five 60mm
rounds and three CHICOM gronades.

(2) 2015001 = A pasrol from Company "A" im the vieinity of
(YD 228558) reccived fire from across the VINH PHUOC River from an
estimated 15 VC. The patrol returned fire and at the same time re=
_geived adaditional fire from en estimated 9 VG located in the vioinity
of (YD 232562)s The Marines then shifted their fire to the new
targets ™o Unic gunships ontered the area to investigate the
firing, The Squad Leader marked his position with green smoke and -
fhrow red smoke in the direction of encmy positionss The Unie's
then added their fire and later roported 30 VC KIA (confirmed)s

(3) Upon the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines insertion into the
aron of operation, Company A dispatched a patrol to the vicinity of
(YD 056650), an srea vheve on 19 July elemen¥s of the 34 Pet¥ialiecn,

" 4th Marines had engaged a VC force of unkmown size. A search of
the area revealed numerous hastily dug fighting holes ‘and eneny
equipment consisting of two 82mm mortars, three base plates, 59
rounds €2mm mortar ammnition, one heavy T.62mm machine gun and
two wheeled mounts for same, and one LMG along with mmerous mise
cellaneous 782 gear and small arms ammunition. These indicated the
prohable presence of a heavy weapons company. Another indication
of this was the type oollar insignias worn by NVA troops who had
boen in the area, This was discovered from photographs found in

Meﬂt. | i | | “
’ UN D

encLiouee( 2)
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{4) Company "B", while located in the vieinity of (YD 053
from 2225 July, captured 100 packs with personal offects and uni-
forms, 37 cases Of 12¢7 ammnition, seven SK8 carbines, a large
emount of linked HM: type 7.62 armmuinition, one complate 127 AA
maohine gun with exira parts and a large amount of 762 gear, further
indicating the presence of a heavy machine gun company, or possibly -
an Al comnany. ..

(5) - Company "D", on 28 July, while moving to Regimental
Objeotive 3, engaged 2 NVA in the vieinlty of (YD 088628) resulting
in one probable NVA WIAs Seven packs, 1 V.S. carbine, 1 SKS carbine
and mumerous cooking utensile were oaptured. In this same vieinity
geveral hute, fighting holes and a kitchen wore found and gubsoquently
destroyed. ' ‘
ds ~ Enery vnits identified. Gompeny "B" on 24 July captured an .
NVA VIA in tho vicinity of (ID 053658). An initial interrogation of
this captive ro—oaled he was a menber of the 4th Company, 7th Bate
talion, 9uth Regt, 3243 Dive He was subsequently forwarded to Task
Poroe Delta Hesdrmarters.
e, Wegthon ol terrein

ol

(1) Mcathors The weather conditions in the area of operations
imposed no problems with regard to tactical operations.
(2) Terrain, The tevrain in the 1st Battallon, 3d Marinee
gros of operavion was cheracterized by jow rolling hills covered
1 with o heavy growth of elephant grass end jungle type vegetation.
\ This of fered good concealment for troopsSe There Were some burned .
, over arems which afforded caso of movement. Jungle growth rostrioted ‘
X movement to trails ¢nd dry ravines. Good observation was of fored
from the tops of hills subject only to the limits of vegetation and
. othcr terrain featurese '
G g .
8. Mission, Reference (a) dircoted that 34 Marines provide one

battalion (~) of three companies %o Task Force elta, At o plénning

confarence oonticted by une Gommanding Of ficoxry 3 ines at 140730H,
the 1st Bat*alion, 3d Maxrines was assigned this mission. At a bdriefe
ing conducted et Task Foroe Delta Headquerters at 1409154, the
battrdion was cssigned the initial mission of providing security for

Tesk Force Delta Headquarters, 3d Battalion, 12th Marines (Rein)

sitions, and for the Togistic Support ‘aroa at DONG HA. Referenoce

b) was furnished the Cormanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 3d Mavines
at this vriefings. . ‘ ‘ ’

g = |ME@
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9, Concept of Operation
te See reference (b).

b, Uotmencing 1506004 1st Battalion, 3d Marines («)(Rein) moves

by motor mnerch £o TTA AT aivbage tHET By fixed wing airorait 1o
Donefﬂﬁ:““0na*r:rIE”cdmpaﬁy*(R@fﬁ?“6ﬁEﬁﬁfﬁﬁ”ﬁéf@ﬁ?tﬁﬁ“ﬁaﬁrfiaﬁﬁ“to
meﬂmﬂmmmﬁyfmrﬂmﬂﬁmﬁﬁfﬁﬁrﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂmmﬂmﬁmﬁﬁﬁ&
(YD 244598). "Qnc"rtfie*nvmvany”(Rﬂtng“prbﬁeaﬂu“by~unﬂxurmmumﬂrto
viocinity (YD 11€579) and ocoupies defensive positions to provide
°°“riﬁlwf9rV3QQF§$E2%&SEJ 12¢h Marines (Rein). One yifle compeny
?ﬁeIn) proceeds by motor march to Task ¥orce De Ta Hoadquarters at
04N 1O vicinity (YD 132593) and occupi~s defensive positions to pro=
vide security for that installation. 18t Battalion, 3th Marines OP
looatod at CAM 10 vieinity (YD 132593)« One section &tmm morter
platoon (=) attached to each rifle companye

10s  Excoutior

A, Plomning
f4) 1% 43230TH Jul, a message from the Commanding Officex,
34 Marines was rzlayed fronm the 9th Marines, under whose OpCon the
1st Battalion, 3d Marines was operacting in Operation MACON, etating
that t1s Sormending Officer and two stoff members should be prepared
to be picked up by helicopicr at 140630 for a oonference &t 34
Marines CP.

(2) Tha Commeanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 3d Marines, vth two
staff mawbens, departed by helicopter frem the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines
CP 1n the area of operations, Operation MaCON, (BT 057548) at 140T05H

for the 3@ Marines JP.

(3) 4 planning confcrence at the 3d Marines CP conoerning
assignment of the mission assigned to the 3d Marines by reference (a)
4o the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines was conducted by Commanding Offiocery
3q Marines o5 the 3d Marines OP et 1407154,

, (4; &% 140815H; the Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 34
Marines cnd 2 staff members departed DA NANG by fixed wing eiroraft
for DONG Hi, end fyrther proceeded i
Hogdauertors at CiM 10 fona.dxislingnen the mission agsigned the
bettolion in comection with Operation HASTINGS, returning to Di NANG
by helicopier and fixcd wing sireraft after the briefing.

(5) By 1413C0H, all :eloments of the 18t Battalion, 3d Marines
gigned to Operation MACON had returned to the 18t Battalion, 3d
d preliminary planning orientod toward the mission
ssgigned the Battalion.in Operation HASTINGS commence At 1415000
p staff planning conference was conducted by_the Commending Offiocers

)

BNCLEUR

DECLASSIFIED

(3 )



DECLASSIFIED

(S 0 g

(8] 4t 141900H, a final plenning oonforence attended by the
Battalion Staff and Company Commanders wes conducted by the Command
ing Officer.

be Operations

(1) 1506C0H ~ Loading clements of the 1st Battelion, 3d
Merines cormencod motor march from their CP to the DA NANG airbase,

(2) 150830H = The Sormand Group and Company "D" departed -
DL NANG by fixed wirg aireraft, arriving DONG HA at about 150910H,
end prcceeded to CLM L0 by motor merch, arriving at 151000He

() 151530 - A1l elements of the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines
errived in assigned positions and commenced execution of assignaed
miasion,

(4) 151920H = 4 squad patrol from Compeny "D sighted 4 VO -
approaching them on e trail in the vioinity of (YD 133609)s Tho
patrol establiched a hasty ambush and engaged the VC, killing two in
tho initial ecxchange of fire. Remaining VC returned fire with small

arng and grenades. The Marine patrol assaulted the VC position,
oepturing 1 %0ma mortcr, 5 60mm rcunds with fuzes, 3 ChiCom grenades,
end 2 packs. Ono additional VC KTh (nonfirmed), 1 VC KIA (probable).
Two mombers of tne patrol were WIh, Tio patrol commenced withdrawal
with captured enemy material, and received 60mm mortar fires No
edditional friendly casualties were incurred. An additional squad
was dispatched to assist the patrol. Both squads returned to Company
nDM positions at 152300H. The casualties were trcated, one was
goheduled for rc:sine Mod Evas on 16 July. The remaining oasualty
was not evamated, 3 VC KIA {oconfirmed), 1 VC KIA (probable); 2
USMC WIL {one evac)e.

. (5) 160700-1TOTOOH - All units conducted patrol and ambush
potivity in zone without enemy ocontact. - Task Force Delta Freg Order
#4 chopped OpCon of Company "A" to LSA, Company “G" (~), 24 Bate
talion, %ot Marines was designated Task Force Delta Reserve with
OpCon chonped to 1st Battalion, 3d Marines at 161545H.

(6) 1TNT0H=4E0700H ~ Intensive patrol and enbush actlvity
was oontimued in the area of responsibili%y. OpCon of Company "B"
chopped to 2d Battalion, 12th Marines at 171130H. There was no
enomy conktact during the period.

(7) . 180700H~190TO0OH ~ the Battalion continued patrol'and
ambush ectivity in its area of responsibility, without enemy contacts
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‘ 8) 190700H-200700H ~ Patrol and embush activity in tho
Battolion area of rceponsibility was eontinued, without enemy ocontaots
At 191130H, OpCon of Company “G", 2d Battalion, 1st Marines ohoppad
to parent orgemization, At 192245H, one USIC KIA, one ARVN PF KI.,
and 6 PF WIA resulted from an accidental engagement between friendly
foroes in tho vicinity of (YD 147600). The 6 PF WIA were ovacuated
by holicopter from Task Force Deltn Headquarters, to whioch they ond
tho USMC KIA had Leen brought by RVIT truck following the inoidents.

(9) 200700H-210700H - 411 units of the battalion continued
nseigned missicn, conducting patrc) and amobush aoctivity in the
Bettolionls arce of responsibility. A% 20114C0H, Task Foroe Delta
notified the Battalion Commender that 1st Battalion, 34 Marines
would reliave tho 3G Battalion, 4th Verines ab ebout 211200H. . The

: i the battelion vas %o be the establishment of a
blooking Fosition at the 3d Battalion, Jth Varines prosont positions,
in the vieinity of (¥D OSZ@?ﬁTT“”K%”20150057"3“33ﬁ33“ESEBEE'ﬁEiﬁEEf
from Company "b' was fired on by an estimated 1? VC from across the -
VINH PHUO? Rivcr, in the vicinity of (7D 228598). Fire wes rcturned
by the patz:l, +hich thenmeeived fire from an estimated 9 VO in the
vicinity of (YD ~»2562), The patrol shifted a portion of its fire
to this crnomy position< Two UHYE cunships in the aree approached
to investigats. 4Lhe - med lesder, lLaving no commnications with the
alreraf ., narked Lis posttion with greon sncke end threw red amoke
in the Airestion of the enevy. he gashivs engaged the VO and
enciy Tire seascle Hutamedvg THNE pilots ceported 30 VO KIA oofie
f4rmod 4n she sron. These were no friencly casualties, At 20220CH
a prematnre burst from a 105mm shell shortly after leaving the muzzie
resulted ia one WIL 7 .rvac) from Company MBY, '

(1C) P107COE » 220750E - L1l elements of the battalion were
movod o the Task Moroe Delta CP by 211000H, preparatory to helicopter
1ift to positions of the 3d Battalion, 4th Marines, Tho lift was
exeoutod 28 scheduled and without inoident, with the Battelion Commend

oup and Compary "I landing at 211205H, The lift and relief of
ines was comnleked by 2113108, 4 battalion defensive perimeter wag

esteblishcd w.*h the bastaiion CP looated in the vicinity of (YD
054652)e Vairol activity was commenced at 2171600H, and ambushes and
loool listening posts wore cstablished during the hours of darkness.
&% 212300H, 18 rcunds of fricndly 405mm artillery fire fell in the
battalion defersive positions, resuiting 1a one WIA from Compeny "B
(Med Evac)e Therc "ras no enemy contanst during the periods

(11) 2207008 - 230700H = it 221025H, Company "B" was assigned
the mission of seizing and holding the ridgeline in tho vicinity of
(YD 053657), with the attack to commence about 221200H, 4% 221200H,
two short rounds of 81mm mortars fell in the vicinity of the Battelion
CP loocation while registering defensive fires, resulting in one wIn
(evac)s GCompany "B" orossed the LOD at .221310H following the de-
livery of axrtillery, mortar, and small arms prepar

gy 1 1t
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objoctive. At 221515H, personnel from fompany "B" activatod what wes
praesumed to be a mine, rosulting in one KLi snd two WIA (one med ovan)s
Compeny "B" completed scizmure of the objootive by 221700 and commenced
consolidation of defensive positions. During the attack, tho compeny.
reported loczting several NVA KIi, as well as large ammnts of onewy
matorial, weapons, and ammnition. 4ll olenents of the battalion
conductod ambush activity during howrs of darkness, without enemy
oontacte. : ’

(12) 230770H - 240700H = Corpany "D" was ordered to attadk
an objeotive in the vicinity of (YD 059667)s As this objective weg ..
being fized on by B4 mortare at 230900d, preparatory to Company ™ : -
YDM1g attack, it was dissoversd that a Zlecon tean of 5 Marines was in
the erca being fired on. Fire was ccas?dy Rooon Toan was oxtraoted by
helicopter, The abtack was delayed wnsil it was positively determined
the crea was elzer of friendly troops. Further delay was oocesioned
by friendiy air activity ia the avea vhioh prevented resumption of
preperatony fires on tho objective. Company "D" crossed the 1OD at
234230K, gaourad its objactive by &5 4004, and commenced consolidation
of defemsivc nositionse 4 patrol from Company MM pogovered o large
anount of enemy raterial omd weapens from the stream bed in the
vicinity of (YD ©165%8)s Jompony “B" contimued to recover and
evacuate larze ancexn s of eneny metemlal, weapons, and ammnition in
the vioinity of i4e poisiong and fomi 2 move NVA KIA., Thers wes '
no emeuy contast dvring whc pericde

: (13} 2A0TOCE ~ 250750 = ALI nompanies of the battalion con=
duoted patrsl notivity. At 241630H, o pitrol from Company "B" apw
prehendod one NVL WIL in the vicinity of (YD 053658)« The prisoner
had been wounded 5 days previously and was dotermined to be & PO0ON~
nelssanco scovt. He gave his organization as Co. 4, Tth Bn, 90th
Rog'+., Tho [VAC was evacuated %o Yask Foroe Dalta Headquarters by
helicopter. Zompeny "B" continued to locate and eveomte large
quantities of cremy material, smmnition and wcapons. A1l ocompanios
sonduc’ed ambush ectivi’sy during hours of darknesss There was no
enery contacta ‘

("4 ZOTAUE - 26070CH - A 21045H, the 1st Battalion, 3d
Mordnes CP 4ispleced %o the vicirity of (YD 067670), with elements of
Company “'D" prow cing sccuritys Gompany "B" commenoced its advanos
to en objective locised In the vieinity of (YD 063665)., Following
the ddspracement of vhe Battalior O and upon relief of 1ts linecs
by clements of the 2d Battalion, 4th Marines, Company "i" advanocd
to the vicinity of the Battalion CP and cstablished defensive poe—
sitionse GCompany "D remained in position in tho vicinity of (YD
060667) to cover the advance of Companies "A" and "B At 25141TH,
one round of friendly 105mm WP landed in the viecinity of the Bate— . .
tolion OP (YD 067670)s There were no friendly cssualties. 411 unite
of the battalion oconducted night emtush activity. Theore was no '
enemy ocontact. : s S LT
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15) 26070H - 2TOTOOH ~ Compeny D" sommenced the attaock
on its firet objective, Hill T2 (YD 0766T3) at 260700H, following
84rm mortor and artillery preparetory fires., Company "B" commenced
the attack on its assignad objeotive in the vicinity of (YD 067654)

at 260940H following preparatory fires on the objective. Company "'D%
geized 1ts initisl objeotive at 261047H, and continued the attack

to the south. Company "B" seized ite assigned objective et 261330H,
with no enemy resistance, and continued its advance to more defensible
terrains Cormany "D" halted its asdvance on its objeotive in the
vioinity of (YD 076663), establishing a defonsive perimeter at that
position, Ths Battalion CP displaced by helicopter to the vicinity
of Cormany "BP1g position, establishing the now CP at (YD 07T3656)s
Company "AY them advanced to the vicinity of the Battalion CP, o=
tablishing a perimeter with Company "3" in the vieinity of (D 071654 )
to (YD 0T3657). Imbush activity was nonducted by all companiecs Qupter
ing the hours of Carlmass, Taeras vas no enemy contact.

£45) 27CT00H ~ 2807001 = At 270800H, Conpanies "A" and "pn
moved out in the aiteck %c the south, Jompany "DV reached its final
objociive and corsolidated in defensive positions in tho vicinity of
(YD 053637) =% erout 271Ti2He Oormen; "A" established positions on
%5 final obiect: ‘e in the vicinity of (YD 078637) and H&S Company (=)
displaned fouwerd by helicoptur, cctablishing tho Battalion CP in the
vicinity of (¥D 07865>7)s Corpeny "B" then displaced forward end tied
in with Compary YaM in the vieinity of (YD 081637). Ambush activity
was conductad Curing the hours of darkness with no enemy contaot.
At 2721508, 6 rovnds of friendly 105mm artillery landed in the Bote
talion CP and Company "i" positions. There were no friendly cas=
waltiese A% 2806307, Company “B" commenoce the atteck towards Task
Porco Objestive 3 located on T51L 84 (YD 091609).

(17) 280700H = 2007TC0H - Av 28083CH, Company "B" seouzed its
objective. Compary "D" commenced its attack toward Objeotive 3 at
270902H, The Batsalion Commend Group and H&S Company (=) (less 61's)
commencad movement %o the objoctive at 271075H, arriving at 271215H.
At 251405H, Company D" fired on 2 VC in the vioinity of (YD 088628),
resulting in oneg VC WIA (probable)s The VC fled under fire. &
soarch of tho arcs resulted in the disccvery of a VC Base Camp. One
US Carbine, one SF§ oarbine, 7 Chifom grenades, 2 M26 grenados, mige
oellancous 792 ¢uer, 25 lbs of rice; 25 lbs of olothing, and 11 1bs
of medical gear vers caplured. Company "a" advansed to the objective
after covering the helicopter 1ift of the 8imm nortar, platoon,
amminition, and supplies, arriving at 142€H, and tied in with Com=
panies “BY and "DV, Jmbush activiiy was conducted during the hours
of darkness, with no enemy contact.

(18) 290700H = 30070CH »+ The Bat talion conduoted intensive
patrol activity throughout the day and ambush activity during the
hours of darkness, with no enemy oontact. Thero was no change in
¢he Battalion's positions. : C

Vuisiidi s 9
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(19) 300700H = 310700H = At.3007B0H, Company "D'"-ocmmnoed

its sdwance to positions being vacatcd by the 1st Battalion, 1st

Marines, At 300756H; displasement of the Battulion CP commenceds

The now CP was estebiished et (YD 086605) at 30090CH. Compang "D
94)e

tt

ostablished dsfensive positions in the vioinity of (YD 0855

Compeny "4" occupied new positions in the vieirity of (YD 071603 ),

(YD 074607) and (YD 071509) &t 301015H, Compeny UB" govered tho ade.

-yenoe of Corpany "D%, H&S Compeny, end Cormany o and at 301256H

displaced to positions in the vicinity of (YD 088619). Patrol and L
ambush activity wes conducted, with no eneny contacts At 3017353:, .
8

3 rounds of Iviendly 105mm artillery fire fell near the battalion
positions at (YD 004603). There were 10 friondly casualtiess

(20) 2107001 Jul = 010TOOH 4ig. bt 310T0H,.tat-Batsalion,...
- Dalta.Headguartors

33 Mordines unids rormenced movement Lo Iaak._soxos.

wt CAM 10, LTV 6 memts arrised. by.314200H. At epproximately 3114158,
movement of the Bettalion to LONG Hi by motor march commenced and

was ocompleted by »11740%, There was no enemy contact during the
periods AtﬂQfQﬁlQﬂQéHSbﬁ&hR.2ﬂiﬂ2Danﬁuiba-4ﬂznEatzalinnqtﬁd_lﬁudzunnuwm
to D/ NANG Ly fivoed wong Wm of the Bat=

talIon dhopped it »d Macincs.

11, Resiin

a»  Togrm porspnnel Top ot
32 K7L confirmed
% FTA probable
i WIA peobodle
4 NVAC WIa

be Enemy maierial captured

4 MK A7 Aseanlt rifle
4 1% Canbine

»Q 78 Carpines

Sovist RPD (Degtyarev) LMG Cals 7.62mm
T3 Jals Tef? :
2% momtaxr +tubes with bipods

% §2rsa orbar Leseplates

oopovy mortar eight

2 vheelal movnts for HYME Sals 7.62m

4 M3 Cri. “Ze7 wi%h fripod, 3 shislds, 2 Al sights
%9 Chilom 82um mortax rotnds

70 82mm morter round fuzes

2 oans ignition cartridges

8 3oose ignition ocartridges

12 packs inoremente

9 casos Qel. Te62 ammunition
45 ocaces Cale 12.7 ammunition, linked and loose

DN P )
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"4 packs containing 1cose rounds Cal 12.7 ammunition
2 barrels, Cale 762 machine gun '
2 magazines, drum type, for Ual. 7.62 machine gun
4 scis hsavy vheels
94 ChiCom grenades (potato masher type)

2 Chilon AP mines :
2 US M2 gransdec

. 1 60rn mactar tbe
11 60rm mortar rounds wlta fvzes
28 rownds ammnition, cavbine, Cal. +30 .

2 (hilom field phones

2 rolls comranication wirs

3 night firing devices for mortar

1 set cleaning gear for moxrtar

2 cnses RP3=2 rookets (5 mer caen)

1 case Olaymore mines fold US 4o

100 pasks, plus micsel.aneovs Items of 782 goar, web belts,
gronade and emmuni ion poxches, canteene, belts

2 larre bazs hermoolza and netiing

400 pounds un: form

£5 pounds miszellaneous clothing

¢4 pounds moedical supplies ond equipmont

40 pounds doouments

7(0 pounds plastic material

10 cooking pots

0,0¢h wounds vico, tusuroyed

4 flar with Soviet omblem (Hammer end Siokle)

ce PFrio:lly personnel losses

2 IA
7 VIA (5 evao)

de Friendly equipment losses
None
12, Admini teabize Motters
e  Huplr
(1) thcd of resuwply in the operating area wes by hellw
coptere Reaupnly was ccellent. The HST aszigned to this Battalion

from 3d SP Battalion performel in en exceptionally efficient manner,

(2) Combat loads carried by troops of this Battalion were
woll suited to the demands of the operation,

" Wi D) |

| { ENCL(JT;=3'.-.’¢-{\”)
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be Mainféném’oe’, Equ:l.pment‘r‘cquiring ropair was ovacuated to
LS4 end Teplmoencnt items requested. ‘Service was excellent,

6e Trestnent of ceeveltiocs, evacuation and hospitalizations The
Battalion Surgeon treated non~ovac cesuslties at the B..ttalion 4dd
Station, Evac:isiion of sorious casualties was by helicopters Heldi=
oopter evacustion of casualties was timely.

d, Transportation, Transportation means used between DONG HA
and Di NATiC ves Lixed wirg ajroralt, betwoen DONG HA and CAM 10
motor maxrch, cnd within the zone of operations helioopter and foot
merch, Transporiation wee cdequate and movoments were aoccomplished
without incident oxcapt for delay in the return of some elements of
the Battalion to Di NANG occasioned by adverse weather conditions,
whioh canead two ~irvoraft o divert 49 HUE/PHU BAI and land for ree .
fueling after tuxrn'ng bach irom LA MANG, A total of 95 heliocopter
missions werc flow.: in stuppors of tie Batialion's opErEtiOMET—

ee Comr.minctions, Toth radio 2n? land line commniocations
wers used during the Batielion's operations. The Battalion guarded
the followiry radio nsict Task Foros Delta Command, Task Foroce Delta
Ta0y TAD, TIR, TACP Tocely L4 Control, Battalion Tao, DAO, lLrty Oone
duot of Fire, &1mm Conduct of Fire, and Logistics Supporte 24 miles
of wire wore laid during the conduct of Search and Destroy Operations
in the pericd 24=31 July, With throe exceptions, all Companies wore
linked to t.c Rattalion CP by land line whon in night defensive
positions curing this period. The PRC roved invaluable in maine
taining radio onntact, which was never ;os‘E Juring any phasc of the
operation, Commmications between the Battalion and Task Foroo Hoade
quarters was maintained with short tape antennos on PRC25's while
on the move in densely vegotated torrain at points only 2000 metors .
from the TI%. I+ was noted that in soveral instances better come
mindontions was achieved by the PRC25 than was obtained from the use
of AF equipments PRC292 antennae were not required at any times The
8B22 gwitchboard was used in the Battalion CP each night. Eleotronio
maintenance support was excellent. Eleotronic supply support vas
axoellent except in the case of BA270's. 19 cnses of dead BA270's
were received duming the last 5 days of the operation, vhich seversly
restrioted the commmniocabions ocapabilities of Company Tao Nets, Jdl
Compenies made excollent usage of internal wire systems. The Kii&O
and KAC1:G were oxtensively used throughout the operation, ‘

f. lediesd Lvaluaticn. £ 3 ma1 medical team, consisting of one
medioal cfficer and two ccrpemen, participated in the operations The
prinery ceuse of non~battle casualties in the Battalion was skin
rash induoed by the inability of troops to maintain required standards
of oleanliness of the body and slothing due to lack of bathing water.

d the tactical situation. It was slso impossible to obtain resupply
me through normal channels. Recommendations: (1)

Supply of water compatible with requirements of personal hygienc, (2)

Shookage of required itoms for medioal resupply at LSAe .

1 | Ui’
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13+ Special Bguipment and Tochniques, None.

14, Commander's Analysis, Tne employment of this Battalion in
Operation HASTINCS was well conceived and of feotively executeds The
Battalion was cble 1o cui out its essigned missions with eases Of
perticular nosa was the excellent cormuni.cations on all nets where
the PRC25 radio was used. Ano*her notable feature of the operation

was the timiliness and completeness of resupplye

15 Recommoniaticngs Nene. N \
; ,)
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' HEADQIARTERS
Battalion, 4th Marines. (= (nun)
3rd Marine Diviefon,
FPO, Sax Francieoo, 966&2

"’"’“WVWW
"

g’a‘fﬂyrtv‘v o Q; 1‘1
9M.6 aC MM .

. (441
Prom? meand.mg Ofnoer* S . "ml:g,:';;"“:m e

Tot  Comman 0ffi th ' // 79 ng ¢ Q__
BibJ1 Combat Gperation After Aotion Raport =~ - e {, “ L 41 Corie

- {2} hmmﬁ - Operation Kut!-n;l L
| o Mepst Vietnam 1:%0,000,4M8 2704 6561 I N II. 6461 III & IV
1+ Sode Napat POPERATION HASTINGS® . '
2. Date of Qggnt:logl 1soaoon July 1966 - omoon hout 1966
- | e selvemes
%‘miii?i“’" "‘* -

- Oanpaan

81tmm Mortar Platoon

m m' Bw 8. m h' 12&“ *" RSNt S
1st 8qd, lst Pit, Oo B 32 Engr.Ba. S s ‘
Det,.H&SOo,allin,uhlla:' . |

v 430 Ty elmﬂomﬂlt TR T R SR I R PTERIE AN

M M n BB LI A - ’

Interpreter
8-2 Soout T :

o . . .

y
ENCLOSURE (47
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O Ty Bry B, 3 Bh) 12th Mey , f e e |
20 Sqiy 1st Pit, Oo By 3rd Brgr Bn . | L

Daty H & 8 Go, 2 Bny 4th Mar
FO Tn, 8lmn Mortar P1%
21:;!'(«!1’11;
terpretex. ...
A0 T v
S=2 Soout Th |
Somany B (Betn)  Capt AL
0] ’-h, Btﬂ‘ ' S
3rd Sqdy 1-3:1'6 >o0 3. 3ot mgr s
Sniper T, Sniper P1t, 4th Mar , .
Det H & 8 Co, 24 Bp, 4th Mar S THE R .
O T, amnprtu-nt e Y .
Dot Medm,t 5
Interproter
S=2 Soout Tm -

. Sucmorbiog Foroset .

ae 1lst Platoon, Caupany By 5rd lhchmu, Battalion, . TEalined Lo
nine 010!1‘81100’ dostroyirg dudg' m m‘.“ )" BT ol s R
and oavess

be Artillery eupport by 3md Battalion, 12th Mavinase. ... .
oo Air was provided. by 1st Marine Aly Wikg and oomishd of: mpp

helilift with HUYE e.oa.-t. nedtgu eva.ouuttou and close .s: mvm with

7. Intelliganca? It vae believed that the 90th Regiment cfﬂum S
Divieion wes operating in the planned area of operations U

Infomation obtained fom doouments and INT rescite *m.d mn ‘the~
90th Regiment end four hmpmug oump.nm of is3240 m; »

snocountered.

rerto SRR, T el pmagted porfly

which severly chaninelised Lriendly £0rces: oM
without detection, h

Ravchologigel Warfare
ground was exocellent both in qua.nt
effect on North Vietnamese Lmy

-II . wle! Sle
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ov—MITsiont  In acoordance with provisions of zeference (b) 2 Battalion,
Ath Marines was to oonduot search and destroy operations against enemy
foroqs in the assigned cbjeotive arsae . . S o

9« Congept df Oocexations ,

To employ the Battalion as part of a largeX iAWy TIAr Jgus S¢
oonduot searoh and destroy operations agsinst ¥VA forges. in ‘& coordinsted
;/rrm with the other operstional Battalions of the l'asx:b !‘orm .

4 to be inserted by helipopter into the ayea of operations and to move
by foot through the ares of operstions to 11;1& up vith 5{1& ::.okmt -
exploit the blooking position .cocupied by %/4 wid then pull daok %0 & 5904
blooking positiom to take greater advantage of foroes available and terrain.
Upon relief eonduot reconnaissence sotivities in the assigned avéa to”
searchout and destroy a probable North Vietnamese Divigion Ocumand Pdste
Upon ompletion 6 @earch and secure OWaX bigoking PqBivion °
helioopter to provide Task Force reserves

10. Executiont
ae 1l Fudy 1966. ‘ P .
At 1600H the warning order for "Operation Hastings¥ was issued by
4th Maxines, ] BT ,,
© At.1900H a briefing wes held by the 2/4 Battalion Commander.

A% 1200H & vaning opler ves Teoeived fron $he

2 A5 PP &XY o

A% L4150 truok oonvoy errived &t 2/4 Oommand

4%h Marines to

Fost (®)e.

i 14ME  Ocnmand Group and Gimpany G departeds
At I300H truck oenvoy axrived st atefields -
At 15108 first sfroraft departed for Dong Ha,

© 46 16158 Command Group snd Cenpeny O sxirive st Dong Ea, and wero .
Placed unler operstionsl oomtrol (GPOON) of 21 Battalion st Marines(2/1)a.

At 3630H Oanpany B srrived ab Dong Ba.frn Ta Uagge.

4% 1600H 00, 82, 5-3, and PSO0 made lission mh,z/_i‘, |

At 16308 Conpany B arrived at Dong Hs frec De Bemy,

At 1870 2/4 reverted to CPOON, 4th Mariness L
oo 13 July ;2/255, = | : | ““{‘,\,ASS\P}{?,D

wle o o
oLy’ ' b A
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4t 07%0H received warning order for Tagsk Force Delta '('I?D) to
send a 15 nan forward party to vicinity of YD117568.

&t OT45H forward party arrived at YD1Y7568,

A% 0940E a1l elments of 2/4 () ot YINI7SGE,

At 1015H received message from TFD that on arder 2/4 will be -
holilifted back to Dong Hae : :

A% 14008 all 2/4 () wnite miuimed by hel’ eoptese b Do la,
de 24 Jaly 1966
At 0830H CO 2/4 attended briefing at 2/1 CPe

At 0915H assumed OPOON 1st Pit (=), Co B, 3rd Engineer Battalion. o

At 14458 €O, 8~3 and Company Commanders made serial reoonnaissance
of operation area.

At 1500H Battalion CO and party departed for briefing at TFD CP
at Cam Ioe

At 1500H Catholic and Protestant services were held 2/4 CP, .

e L2 July 1966,

At 09158 Company E helilifted to YDOS5656 snd furnished landing
sone securlty, At 1025H all units were in LZ, At 1050E Company H on the

left and Caspany G on the right began search and destroy operation
mo{-}.ng in & westward direction to objectives at YDOT1651 and YDO6654.

%4 Command Group and Company E following in trace of Campany Ge Campany ‘
H disoovered a ocompany size h-rbordne site whioh had been used within
the past weeke No oontaot was made ing the day.

At 1700H all oompanies prepared night defensive positions with
chgggy E et TDO67654, Company H at TN70652, and 2/4 CP and Caupany G at
554

4t }1815H fram tions at YDO66655 observed NVA anti-aivora(i
gun firing a.% hgioopter?“ e hel:.l'oopter wgg hit and erashed in vioinliy

At 1820H made spot report ‘forwarded to TFD about the helicopter
:I.ncid.ent. .

4t 1820H requested artillery and 8lmm Mortar fire be delivered
on enany anit-aircraft position at YD054654e There was no flirthor enemy
contaot during the nights

£ 16 FLy 1966
At 0600H gommenced prep fire on ares at 0055658« UNCLASS'”ED
sepmpationee: v @ | e
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At 0645H 1ifted artillery firee
At 0630H Campany G began moving to vio YDO55658,

it 0805H Company G arrived at stresm at V055658 end encountered
two NVA entering harboring site. Brought smgll arms fire on the two NVA
. ki1ling both of thems Captured two semi~antanatic weaponse Compexy G
continied moving slong the stresm in a south westerly diregtions

At 10458 Campany 0 -received heavy fire fram YDO4AT65Ts As &
result of this fire fight Co G received two friendly KIAS and seven
WIA® and Kkilled six NVA.(confirméd), Company G contimed returning fire
with urzenic wespons snd an air strike was called With two divect hits
on enemy positions. Company G was oredited with 20 NVA KIA (probable).

At 1120H Campany G osptured two 12.7mm anti~giroraft machine guna
and 50 boxss of amunitions Could not evacuate so destroyed in places

A% 1230H Conpany  spotted two NVA garrying smmunition cans at
YDO54655. Company H fived ten rounds Te62mm kdlling one NVA, It is
believed the scoond NVA was wounded and escaped with both of the weaponse

At 15458 2/4 Command Group and Companies E and H arrived at
3/4 P at YDO3864Te |

At 1700E began prepering defensive positions in oonjuotion with
4e : ‘

8 H patrol encountersd thres NVA at YDO42647s In
the amhaﬁz'elo fire tﬁﬂnegauva were killed and two AE~47 automatioc

rifles were ocaptured.

At 2230H CQompany B ambush gt YDO40649 was sprung vhen approximately
seven NVA epproached the ambush position. The ambush fired unknown
rumber of 7.62 rounds and one M=26 grenade, NVA withdrew without -roturn

_hg fire, Jubueh moved to an alternate position. No other enemy
oohtact was made dur:hxg the night. :

fo 17 _July 1966»
'2/4 remained in defensive positionse

At 12%0H Campany H with one platoon fram Company E began &
search and destroy operation from present position to the northeast,
pearching both sides of the stream for about 600 meters.

At 1230H Company G sent 6ne platoon on & recrmnninoenen eonbet
patrol to the high ground vicinity of YDO39040 and one platoon to the

area in vioinity of YD035642. No enemy conteot was made by these
patrols. ' '

At 1450H Company H flushed one NVA out of a spider hole and

killed him as he fired on friendly troops at YD0O52655. Ome Chi ~&na
seni-automatio carbine was osptured.

. SIFIED
— - UNCLAS
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' Company H while searching the stream hankum

of Company E found five NVA who had been killed by small arms fire in

the aotion of 16 July 1966 in which Company G was involvede One AK-47
automatioc rifle and one tripod for a 12.7mm machine gun was found.

& 18 July 1966

At C3AQH Company H recoived four incoming hand grensdes. Did
not return fira aas there was no definite targot and did not want to

disclose friendly positionse Two M-26 grenades were thrown in rasponses

At 0310H Compeny G requosted. illuninstion as they bolieved- there
Wz an encrylaieystie front of thedr positions After receiving illumination
thoy were winbin %0 locate enenys

4t 05201 Compenies B & H with Command Group Alphs commenced
movement to ilie northeast glong etream. Company E responsible for otrasm

and left bank, Compeny H on the right of the streame .

k% 0720H Commend Group Bravo with Company G began moving in
trace of forward alementa.

No najor incidents oocourred in the move from &rdd squrres TU036,
toﬁoglgjﬁo 2/4 units were in position by 15%F in vicinity of
Y 13:4% ! '

At 1500H 3/4 reported heavy fire,
4% 1530H CO 3/4 requested assistance from 2/4.

k& 15%0H 2/4 requasted and received permission from TFD to
furnish one compeny from 2/4 to assist 3.'/&. N

At 16258 2/4 Commend Group Alpha and Company G departed to link
w with Corpany I, 3/4 who had been-placed wnder B7h. cpewatfonnl, oAbt ®
Compeny I was to seowre the nigh ground on west side of stresm in
vicinity YD)53654. Company G to seaure the high ground on the -5

side of the stresm in vioinity YDO54653 Group Alpha was to remain
with Company G

At 1700H Company H ambush reported hoaring NVA telking in vioinity
YD048666, As the enemy mpproached the ambush site the enamy were fired
upon Ath forty rounds 7.62mme Two NVA wore wounded but escaped.

At 1730H Company H embush at YDO45665 saw five NVA moving on
trail with woapons wearing green uniforms, is they neared the amtush

site they were fired upon klling two of them and wounding the othor
three vho wire able to escape. One Chi-Com automatic weapon was ceptured.

A% 1745H Company H ambush at YDO5366% saw one NVA movirg down-
strean wlth goveral canteonse The embush opened fira NV. wns b2 +n
escape but was later found dead.

he . 19 July 196As
A% 0130H Command Group Alpha snd Company G and Compeny X, 3/4

S ~6-UNCLASSIFIED  nppmamen
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At OT0H Company G began moving from YDO52648 towazd Ab;}ee!iv;
at YDO49640. S )

At 0840H 8lmm mortars fired 25 rounds on suspeoted t&get at
YD038650. ' : b

Company E conduoted patrols to the south and weat of hill 208,

At 1100H Company H moved to vioinity YD038649 to search ares where,
the unit from 3/4 was attasked, The search looated eight frimnily KA and
niscellanaous oquipment.

At 1335H Cmﬁm G was dispatched to vieinity YDO41648 to assist
Company H in their retraction.

At 13450 Company H disoovered two NVA;killed cne and capturcd *he
other at YDO4064T. Two AK=47 smtomatic rifles wore ocaptureds

At 1505H while Med Bvac helicopter was trying to land approxim-toiy .
A0=% NVA opened up with automatio and gemi-mutomatic weapons. The ercmy
feyed  from vioinity YDOAO651 and YDO43652, Company H returned fire
with &)l organio weaponss Company ¢ being im a better location to deliver
fire on the cnemy, fired a heavy volume of fire on the suspected enswmy
positionse Both air end artillery fire vwse dedivured n aushecto @
positions, During this fire fight Company H kdlled three NVA (Confimed
and sevon NVL (Probable)s Compeny G killed two NVA (Confirmed) and 15 NVA
(Probeble)s Ocmpany H had 2 WIA, one vwas evaocuated by helicopter.

At 1715E Company H oommenced their retraction with an sdditional
14 Chi~Can semi=emtamatio and automatio rifleg; osptured enemy weapons
discoversd in battlefield searche Enemy 762 gear and fifty five Ghi-Can
grenades were distroyed in places The search revesled twenty-three NVA
bodies from the 3/4 action of 18 July 1966« No enemy contact was made
during the night. ,

. 22 July 1966,

At O600H artillery began prep fires in vioinity YDO40650. 105
and 155 howitzers ware fired with & totgl of 405 rounds filj&‘ ‘

" At 08108 Company G moved to YD041648 to furnish support for Compeny
B movengnt. to YD0O38648, '

' At 0945H Company E began moving fram Hill 28 to vioinity YD039645
At 0950H Company H begen moving from YD052648 to vicinity YDO37648

A 11158 Compary H spotted thres NVA at YDO35650 and braught them
under fire with M<79 and %.5s. Rasults uninown,

At 1220H C H received sporadic automatic and semi=sutomatic
snall arme fire from 6652, Conpany E had ons Kld, - ' “ED
| UNGLASS!
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" 3 to 2/ CP and set in night defensive poaiticna;: Company I retumed
v 3/ he ' CoL

4t 0430H Company H ambush at YDO55665 heard movement mear their pesitien.
WA were talking and throwing rocks as if they were trying to loocate the
ambush sites As the ensmy meared the embush site there appeared to be six or
eight of theme The ambush and the NVA began firing at ebout the same times
It is belleved the NVA spotted the ambush site as illumination flares were
lighting tho general area at this time. Killed three NVA and ogptured three
Ohi-Com antometic rifles AK=47, Two friendly KIA and two WIA,

At 1030H received warning order from TFD to be prepared tc move from
presert position to hill at YDO48640 and from there to hill 208,

At 1130H Companies E & G begen moving with Command Group Alhpa., Comme:r
Oroup Bravo fellowing Company G, with Company H furnighing rear and flank
seourity for Command Group Brave,

M 1255H Company E arrived at YD052648,

At 1430H all 2/4 units were in position in vioinity ¥D052648, There
was 1 enemy oontact during the move, - From 1300H to 1500H sir strikes were
mede on hill 208,

At 1700H CO briefed staff and Company Commanders.

At 1830H patrol from Company E reported they found np enenmy aotivity,
tut did find fighting holes that had not been used for several months in
. vioinity YD0O47647, . ’ o

5/4 units set in defensive position and hal no enemy eontast during the

i 20 July 1966,

At 0630H airoraft began bombing hill 208 and eeased at OTOOH,

At 0700H Company E began a search and destroy operation from YD052647
going in a southwesterly direction to the top of hill 208 without enemy coxtact.
Company H AM®  soarehing for a trail that would lead to the tep of hill 208, bui
they were stepped by dense Qun‘gle. Com H was then diverted te search the
area at YDOB46Qe Cop-ny | Yoorte! o beitrlion eize hesboring: site ahieh
oontginad a large mmber of persomsl items, 37 boxes of 12,7 ammunidion, and
& part of a 12.7mm ~ashine pun, The company commander believed the NVA hed
left the area to cosumot operations and would evemtually return to get the
gear thoy left behind, Beoause of this and the unfeasibility of defending the
area due te limited visibility, heavy vegatation, and lack of an L2 the
B:tgé;ogsgcmmem:er decided to withiraw Company H to their previous position
& 2657« ‘

A1) units loss Company E remained in night defengive positiona in vioinity
YD052648, Compeny E remained on hill 28,

g At O700H o iz Mk; ter ’ UNCLASSIH’EI'] |
ot OT20E, G _.,f“t ot YDO4B440. Adr strike comploted
b
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A&t 12550 Company X and Cempany H received fire frem vicinity
0042648 and YDO3765 Both canpanies returned fire on suspented targets.
Company E had three and one WIA, During the initial enceuntor with .
tho onony nnd ‘tho Tetraotion of the KA and WIA th. 8Inn nortare figed .
& total of 127 rounds and Oompany G fired a large volume of emall gxme
eovering fire, Company H fired thirty 6Omm mortar rounds, Company B
oredited with 10' NVA KIX (probable), Ocopsny K was credited with four
FVA KIA (oconfimed) end the ospture of three AK=i7 rifles, end
Campany G with six NVA KIA (cdnfimmed) and 13 KIA (prebable),

At 1545H all firing had cegsed and the Hod Ivacs vere oapletedy

At 2130 omp inoemin né:;-tuv‘r Abd burgt in the trees causing
two KIA and four WIA $rem c:;f.,ws, i

At ‘ - - o BOTta:
position at ﬂég!}‘sggfmﬂv fired thirty mdl on’ suspec od nariar

No other ensy ocontaot was made during the night.
b 23 Julv 2968
At O710H Byttalion Commander held briefings

At 0835H Conpany € began movement fram mo?mg to YDO36641 to
link up with Company O, lst Battelion, lat Marines (1/1). '

4t 09DH Company E began movement to YIO 34646,
At 0930H Battalion CP received sniper fire frem unknown I;Qoaitionm.k'

4t 0935H Company H received sporadic autematio weapons and
machine gun fire from vicinity YDO38651. The seoond platoon killed three
NVA in their positioq with amall arms and 3,5 rounds, This aotjen
continied periodically until 4300H,. When aotion whewtod 'Comeny !l twied.
10 mancuver elaments to the flank and rear of suspeoted enemy positions,
but was unable to do 80 becanse of dense folisge, During mamever twe
NVA- were KIA in their positionss Ccupany H withdrew troops so artillery
and eir strikes gould be called on the strong enemy targets. . The
Commanding Officer of Company H believed there were approximately 20
well armed and well dug=-in NVA in the ares whem the action began. The
eampany was oredited with 10 KIA (probgble)s During this action Company ¥
had one XIA and 14 WIA, : . ‘

At 1430H Company G reported their position at YDO38644.

4% 2040E Company B vequested emergency Med Bvac for snake bite
viotim, . . . ‘ v

me 24 Jily 1966, s UNDLASSIHE]}' o

@ aApLiziaiigy . :
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At 01403 the S=3 dnty off:l.ae:r: a.nd rédio operater hes
coming fram hill where: Company B  h~2 fourht, Mo awmﬂ'*m.
~nd e~114n¢ for help, A &-2 scout, patrol wee soatded forl-

At 06%0H H &8 Oanpa.ny ca.ptured one wounded NVA at YD046051s"

moming

w»mc‘ed "

At 07108 Battalion s ¢ briefed -ta.t'f. campany camnanders, and
attaohments, ~

At 0920H Campany H received 4 roaunds of gniper fiu fron vicinity
of Y035653, Companies E & K returned fire at s\npooted eneny position,
(hscked area with negative results

At 10308 H loogted a
of ridge line vm 039851, :ﬁg’;wg‘"{ﬁ”“““&}“‘ longth,

area, from the eotion of the previcus day adding seven more to the count and '
O8Dtured six automatio rifies, AK-T,

At 15350 Canpany E patrol received antmtio fire from YDO3T653
resalting in two friendly KTk,

At spproximately 19K 2/4 deceivad 50 rounds of 82mm moxtar
fire from vioinity 039655, Returned fire with 40= 60mm mortary 145=
8lmm mortar and 339 artillery roundse Incaming five ceased at 1945H.
As a Tesult of incoming mortars 2/4 had 1 KIA and 64 WIA,

At 1950 Campany G received approximately 50 rounds of eutmtio
and semi=automatic emell arms fire, but suffered no casualtiese

At 2100E Med BEvao of serious WIA oamenced,

At 2300H Compery E listening post received 20-25 rounds ef .
sutanatio weapons !‘!.re Roturned fire with thirty 7.62 rounds, Company E
had one mo . '

At 25303 Med Bvaoc of 35 WIAs ocompleteds
ne 9.9l 1966, )
At 08%0H oommenced air strikes on @Toéted snemy positiéns at
D028653, Dropped a total of twenty~four 250" 1b,, twalve 500 1b,, ond
eight napalm bombs,

At 1135H Company G had moved into positions st YDO52647 to oovex
2/4 units movement fran YDO38648 to 0566540 ‘.

2/4 novement to vioinity YDO56654 was delsyed untdl 12 H “bacaiise

of non=availlability of helicopters to ovamto water ocans and
nisoellaneous equipmente.

“umssmm
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. At 15158 the Battalion Cormard Group and Companiss G and H
%%22647 received spproximately 20 rounds 82mm mortar fire from vicinkty

* No casualties were received. Artillery and Blum mortars were
oalled on suspeoted enemy targetses Enemy fire ceased,

4t 19550 Company E patral at 10052654 killed two NVA and
ogptured two Chi-Com carbines AK=47T,

No other enemy oontact was made during the night,
o 26 July 1966y
At 11151;1 Coupany H commenoed helilift to Dong Hae
1% 1315H tho last elements of 3/4 (=) arrived %t Dong Ha,

R

while at Dong Ha no mission was assigned 2/4 other then its
owmn security, -~ - T

At 2300H received Frag Order 17=66 from TFD; 2/4 assigned
nission of TFD reserve. ‘ , \ '

Pe 27 Juiy 1966.

&t OT00H Company G departed Dong Hg as security on a oonvoy'
to Phu Bai, . . .

At 08%0H first element departed Dong Ha by fixed wing airoraft
for Phu Bai., ) 4 . :

A% 1205H last unit arrived s P Bai alrfield,
4% 12158 Company G arrived at 3/4 GP by truck convey,

A 1400H . ell 2/4> units at 2/4 ‘GP from the airfield, -

T\2/4 contirugs as TFD reserve, on four hour alert with Company
F on a tw hour slerts™ o " . ¥

qe  28=29 July 1966.
Remained at Phu Bai.
| ¢ d Gr pha and Companies B & H departed
o et 1R, P St i 241

At 1115H one truck in ocuvoy detonated a mine t YD434476,
One Marine was wounded and evasuated to Phu Bal by helioopter.

" J?r!: 13058 2/4 Command ,9?992,.53139, and Companies E & H ar:1VedUNCLASS|F|En
11~ -
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At 0930H Command Group Bravo and Company G departed Phu Bai
by truck convoy for Dong Ha, and arrived at Dong He at 1215H, -

te L August 1966,
At 1000H Company P departed Phu Bal by truck convoy for Dong Ha,
and arrived at Dong Ha at 1230H,
W 2maugh 1966 .
2/4 remained at Dong He as TFD $eS0yo,,

[ O

ve 3 .Ausugt J966¢
At 1200H "Opereticn Hastings" terminated.

12, BBITS: A total of 56 NVA KIA oonfimed and 68 probable were
oredited during the operations M‘_,Mwmg_.ggwetfo It carmot be detemmimed
the munber of enemy killed by airerafts '

'S

A total of 40 weapons was oaptured along with thousands of rounds
of ammmunitione 4 large smount of NVA 782 gear, personal items, and
doouments were also ceptureds

The areas in which air strikes were made were not 'searched axoept
in those places where strikes were held in direot suppoxt of our unite.
Most areas hit by air were inaccessable to friendly foroces.

12, AMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

8e 8pnlyt Supply support from the LSA was generally good, however
the evacuation of waeter cans and other types of equipment was slow on
several oocasionss There should be more emphasis on the impartence
of the evacuation of these items beocause & unit cannot move until
these items are evacuated or destroyed.

be  Modionls :"bmpply of redierl suprlies wns estyraicly slow
from the LSA to the Datialiod, .

v . -&

At the present time 2/4 is short corpamen; five being wounded
on this operetion further reducing an already understrength medical
platoon.

os Corympiontiona’ On several acoasions communications equipment
returned from the LSA that had suppoaedr; besn repaired was found to
be unservicables Closer stpervision should be placed on the repgiring

of the commnications equipment at the 1SA, Also more attention
should be shown in the handling of camunications equipment by

helicopter orow members and the personnel off loading at the LZ,

In AN/PRG-25 and a RC=292 enabled good comunications with the

 ——— -i2- S,
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Equivnont end Techniquegs

as A Paychological Warfare Toam provided by & U.S. Navy Beaoh-
Jumper team from the SLF was utilized on the afternoon and evening
of 24 July 1966 The effort made offered food, medical care,and
good treatment in return for their surrenders. The appeal included
inatructions on how to surrender end also oontained a timely direot
personal eppoal to the enemy personnel in the immediate area by the
ARVN Iiason Officer. Though there were no prisoners obtained 5%69,-
direot result wern the i) biortecst the “attilian Co:rnd Rood’
and three oompai.los wore brought undsr heavy mortar hattack,

be Tho teen was committed late in the operation after the initisl
ghook of attack and after one unit had been sorely pressed by the
enemy in the arcas The optirum moment was lost as the enemy had time
to recover from the initial shook and raise morale ®y whrt they thought
was an apparently successful attack on friendly unitse The recorded
epreals were obviously pre-prepared., The diract conteot .
nade bi’ the piason Officer capitalizing on the immediate local
situation was more personal and therefere more effeotivae

14, Commanders Analvsigs The combat efficiency and preformanoe of the

- Battalion oontimied at an excellent level throughout the operations
Dagpite attrition from casualtiss the effectiveness of the ocmand d14d
not change and remained at a peak when diverted to Task Force Reserves
The partiouler ares of operations was over terrain vhich tended to be
advantageous to the enemys Only the professional sEiIl of the individuel
Marine and small unit leaders offset this advantage and resulted in the
operation being an unqualified suocess,

15 Ragommendationgs

s 'Tat during an operation involving two or more ba.tta.liéns} each
battalion oamander have at his disposal at least one helicopter on short
notices

be That when helicopter availability precludes administrative
service to a battalion ready to move, the battalion commander be given a
definite answer rather than procrestinate for three or four hours then
tell him to destroy equiment to facilitate a movee

o That Peychologiocel Warfare Loudspeaker Teams with portable

equimment and an interpreter be available for immediate employment to
exploit the initial shook of a.ttg.ok. ' :

As B. BENCH UNCLASSIFIED
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; ~ HEADQUARTERS R
- 34 Battalion, 4th Marines (-) (Rein) ~bbo3sg o
’Bd Marine Division, Fleet Marine Force | ——

c/o FPO, Sen Franc¥gco, 96602 cory _b }}MQikﬁ¥ig

NP AQenief SRR 1q T
ﬂﬂ&ﬂ@ﬂgxé&vmﬁﬁum‘ S 3{ggm/dld
660,54 ¢ - . 10 August 1966
» 7 OO0 /- 66
From: Commanding Officer -« IR ' 2
To: Commanding General, 34 Marine Divisiom, FMF i
Vig: Commanding Officer, 4th Marine Reglment

Subj: Combat After hAction Report’ (Operstion HASTINGS)
Ref: (a) RegtO 3120,3B ‘

Enecl: (1) ~ Operations Overlay
7. (2). Detailed After Action Report on 20 July 1966 by
Compsny Commander, Compeny I
(3)- Detailed After Actlon Report on 15-18 July 1966 by
Compeny Commander, Company K

1. CODE. Operntion HASTINGS
5. DATE OF OPERATION. 15 July - 03 August 1966
3, LOCATION. Cam Lo - Dong Ha Area (Enclosure 1)

L. CONTROL OR COMNaND HEaDQU4RTEHS. Hesdquarters, Task Force
Delta, Brig. Gen. L. E. ENGLISH, Commanding, and 3d Bn., 4th
Marines, LtCol S. A. VALE, Commanding untll 1000, 28 July 1966.

LtCol W. J. MASTERPOOL, Cormmanding from 1001, 28 July 1966,
5, TASK ORGANIZATION. 3d Bettellon, Ltn Merines (=) (Rein)
6. SUPPORTING i"ORCES.

(1) Artillery Support

a. Brevo Battery 1/11 - 105's general support
b. Foxtrot Battery 2/11 - 105's general support
c. Fotel Battery 3/12 - 105's general support
d., Lima Battery 4/12 - 155's general support

e. Mike Battery 4/12 - 155's general support

f. Morter Battery 1/11 - L.2mm general support
g-. Heazdquerters Battery 3/12 - generel support

(2) 4&ir Support

a. L-15 to L-Hour - 8 fixed-wing aircraft for LZ,prep.

b. L-Hour to L plus 180 - 4 fixedewing eircraft “on
station.

¢. Remainder of Operation - 2 fixed wi
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on 15 min. a!rt: 2 aiparaft w/NAP on ’nin. alert: 2
aireraft on 15 min. alert from 0600 to 1900 daily: 2 eir-

oraft on 15 min. alert from 1900 %o 0600 daily.

 A. AD on station 24 hours a day.
. e.. UH - 34 redio reley on one hour stand-by from 1900 to

0700 daily.
t? Flare a{ip available on reguest — AC airborme from 1900 to 0600 dafly.

ge Aliroraft for resupply end Medical Evecuation available on request.
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;j 7. INTELLIGENGE. On 19 May 1966 @ North Vietnamese Army rellier surren-
1:? dered to Vietnamese Army Foroes operating 10 miles south of the Demilit-
— _arized Zone (DMZ) in Quang Tri Province, South Vietnam. :

This NVA soldier stated that he was a member of & 200 man advance
perty from the 324th B NVA Division that was making a reoonnaissance of
the Quang Tri eres. He further stated that 1% was the intention of the
324th B NVA to infiltrete south across the DMZ into Bouth Vietnam and take

over Quang Tri Provinoe,

During the latter part of May and the month of June, low level agent
reports stated that elements of the 324th B Division were infiltrating into
Quang Tri Province from North Vietnam,

Resonnaissance wnits began operating in the Quang Tri area on 22 June,
During the period 1 through 15 July, & total of eighteen reecn patrols were
eondusted = fourteen of which had to be extraoted prematurely due to signi-
fisant enemy contact. A total of 343 North Vietnamese soldiers werse obsor-
ved by the recon elements, indicating a sizeable infiltration of a major
eneqy force into the area.

. In the meentine, South Vietnamese forces were conducting limited
operstions in the Quang Tri area. On 5 July they oaptured a North Vietname
ese soldier who stated that he was a member of the 5th Battalion, 812th
Regiment, 324th B North Vietnamese Diviaion.

On 10 July, a lieutenant from this same uni® surrendered to South Viet-
namese forces operating in Quang Trie The lieutenant stated that the mission
of the 324th B Division was to “libgpase" Queng Tri Province and further -
destroy South Vietnamase forces operating in the Province. .

Based on these intelligence reports, numerous low level reports,
aerial photographs and reconnaeissance and the reports received from reoon
units the following unite were established to be in the vicinity of the area
of operations: the 90th Regiment, the 812th Regiment, and the 803d Reglment.
Each of the three infentry regiments composing the 324th B Division was
ogtimated to heve a strength of 1500 men. In addition to the three infantry
regiments, tho b:»1juarters and supporting units of the 324th B Division
were believed - : . in the area. Supporting units were tentatively ident=
ified to gonsit: . & communications company, m engineer comparny, end a
reoonnaisgance ¢ . any.

Based on the foregoing intelligence, 34 Battalion, 4th Marines (-
Secame part of Task Fp;ne Delta ané was Phé-s"éﬁmfﬁf'b”" L o
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8, MISSION. wOommencing at L-Hour, land in assigned landing zone and oonduct

goarch for CP of 324th B Division reported at.¥R.Q564. On order establish
blocking positions vicinity YD 036641 to prevent enemy movement through area.

9. CONCEPT OF OPERATION, See operation overlay (Enclosure 1).
EXECUTION. '

10.

G

Cw

b.

O

d.

12 July 1966

(1) Lt 1223102 Frag Order was received from Task Force Delta to
conduct Operation Hastings.

13 July 1966

(1) At 0545H the battalion displaced to Phu Bai airport for airlift

to Dong Ha
3

alircraft

52; At 0605H the battalion arrived at Phu Bai airport
At 0740H the battalion began airlift to Dong Ha by fixed wing

(4) At 1020H the battalion completed airlift to Dong Ha
14 July 1966 (Dong Ha)

(1) At 1620H, H&S Company received one incoming .50 Cal. round at
YD 254598. Results, 1 WIA USMC

(2) At 2245H TFD Frag Order 2-66 was received which modified TFD

Frag Order 1-66

19 July 1966

araa

(1) At 0730H the battalion commenced helicopter 1ift into operation

(2) At 0810H three CH-46 helicopters orashed in Landing Zone at
YD 038648, Resulta 1 KIA USKC, o

(3) At 0830H the battalion ¢

area at YD 038648

ompleted helicopter lift %o operational

24 At_0845H Company "I" captured (1) WIA NVA
5) At 0846H Company "L" received small arms fire from sniper,

Results, 1 WIA USMC

(6) At 0935H Company "K" spotted 1 NVA guarding = rifle cachs at

YD 037641. Company "K" opened fire on NVA,

Results, 1 KIA NVA

(7) At 1030H Company "I" spotted approximately 12 NVA moving in

As the NVA were taken under fire they with-
drew upstream. Results, 2 NVA KIA, 3 NVA probable

(8) At 1215H Company "K" was taken under fire by approximately 15
NVA, Company "K" returned fire, Results, 2 KIA USMC, 2 WIA USMC,

stream at YD 037655,

2 KIA NVA probadle
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(9) At 1350H Company "I" recovered 1 NVA KIA at YD 035655 whioch
resulted from earlier contact

(10) At 1700H Company "I" spotted 3 NVA rumning east on trail. NVA
were taken under fire with small arms. Results, negative

(11) At 17455 24 Platoon, Company "K" received sniper fire, returne
ed fire with small arms. Result, 1 KIA NVA

(12) At 1800H Company "I" reported that gun position located at

YD 067654 was firing on helicopter

(13) 4t 1608H helicopter inbound east over river received automatio
wespons fird, oid CHSA6 Was Wi, caught ¥I¥e éid 6rash Ydanded in~
the battalion TP, Hesults, 13 KIA and 3 WIA from burns {Casualties
were crew members and pergommel from 2d Pattalion, st Marines)
(14) At 1815H the battalion CP was taken under fire with small arms
and autometic fire from all sides. Returned fire with small arms,
81mm, and fired artillery miusion on suspected NVA positions.
Rosults 2 KIA USMC, 5 WIA USMC, unknown results on NVA

(15) At 1850H Company "K" fired on 1 NVA eniper, which had been
firing on Company "K" since early morning. Results, 1 KIA NVA

(16) At 2045H Company "K" reported that their positions were being
hit by approximately 100 NVA, Flare ship requested by Company "K"
(17) 4% 2315 Company "K" reported enemy withdrew main force and
they were receiving only sporadic sniper fire.

16 Julv 1966

(1) At O100H the battalion received emergency ammunition resupply
by helicopter

%2; At 0120H battalion received TFD Frag Order 3-66

3) At 0600H NVA broke contact with Company "K". Search of area
will be conducted at first light

(4) At 0628H the battalion CP and Company "I" lines received app~
roximately 20 rounds of incoming mortar fire at YD 039648. Arti-
llery mission called on suspected enemy position, in addition fixed
ving was also called. Mortar fire ceased, A0 observed 20 NVA in
area

(5) At 0810H Company "K" reported that they had found 25 NVA bodies
from previous night action. In addition 9 WIA UsSMC from Company "K"
were reported.

(6) At 083%0H Company "I" searched area of suapected enemy movement
which was fired on during larkness (YD 042647). Results 2 KIA NVA
(7) 4t 0930H Company "K" rcported 50-75 NVA had attacked their
night *ime positions from all sides. Company "K" returned fire with
small = .s, grenades and M-79. Results, 4 WIA USMC, 25 KTA NVA,

25 Kis ¥ .. probable

(8) &% vyoul Company "L" searched area where it hed fired upon
unknown number of NVA, Results, 1 KIA NVA and several drag marks
leading away from area .

(9) 4t 1103H Company "L" cache containing mines, emall arms and
mortar ammunition and other gear

(10) At 1130H Company "I" fired on 11 NVA moving upstream at YD
041649, Results, 1 KIA NV4

(11) At 1500H Company "L" spotted 4 NVA heading south down river ab
YD 037654, Fired upon NVA with 60mm mortar, M-79 and small arms,
Results, 1 KIA NVA :

. (eSS T—

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

A ® ¢
(12) At 1515H elements of 24 Battalion, 4th Marines arrived at
3d Battalion, 4th Marines CP
(13) At 2000H Company "K" received fire from approximately 100 NVA
a(.ttz;.cking axround their perimeter., Contact continuing
14

fo. 12.July 1968

(1) At 003CH Company "K" reported that contact with the enemt had
closed. Results, t KIA USMC, 5 WIA USMO, 32 KIA NVA, 40 KTA NVA
gproba.ble)

2) At 0105H Company "I" reported they were receiving emall arms
fire from approximately 200 meters in front of their position

(3) At 0115H Company "I" reported an unidentified explosion app-
roximately 200 meters in front of their position
$4; At 0210H Battalion received Frag Order 6-66 from TFD

5) At 0610 Company "K" reported mortar fire being received in vice
inity of YD 055641, Fire mission was called and adjusted to pro-
vide maximum area coverage.

(6) At 1300H one man from Company "I" was wounded by a concussion
grenade. Area was swept., Results, (1) NVA surrendered and was
evacuated to TFD

E7g At 14228 Company "L" departed for Company "K" position

8) it 1522H Company "L" repcrted that they were completely tied
in with Company "K"

(9) At 2008H Compeny "K" reported that 1 NVA tripped a flare in
front of their position. Results, 1 NVA KIA :
2103 At 2145H Frag Order 7-66 was received

11) At 2250H Company "K" spotted 4-5 NVA near river YD 038640.
NVA opened with grenades. 81mm illumination was utilized and S/A
fire delivered. Effect on enemy is unknown

(12) At 2355H Company "K" reported enemy probing their perimeter
with S/A and grenades. 81mm illumination, S/A and M-79 rounds
werg fired in return. Effect on enemy is unknown

e~ 18 July 1966

(1) At 0330H Company "K" reported that they had made contect with
epproximately 50 NVA around their perimeter, Company "K" opened
fire with S/A end an artillery mission was called in. Results 3
NVA KIA confirmed, 15 NVi KIA probable, 1 magazine captured. 2
minor WIA USMC

(2) At 07350 Company “K" reported that it had destroyed an sutomatic
weapon. usition, which was firing from the left flanks of their
Company ::»oition

(3) At 06“SH Company "K" reported that 1 AN/PRC 10 was dameged by
H&I fires at approximately 0615H

(4) 4t 0915H Company "K" spotted 1 NVA at YD 040639. Enemy was
teken under M-79 and S/A fire. Effect on enemy is unknown

(5) 4t 1021H the battalion CP and Company "L" defensive position
received small arms fire from approximataly 5-6 NVA, Returned fire
with 81mm and small arms. Results, unknown
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(6) At 1500H the Battelion colum begen moving from its old CP, enroute
to new position. At approximately 1530H the ocolumn was hit with 20
rounds of mortars. The colum became separated in several places and

separated from the two rear seourity pletoons of Company. K" which were
still in the old CP area, closed with the rear gecurity of approximete-
ly 66 Marines. The NVArade. their approch from four separte ave.
The NVA then set up six of their mortars in the old mortar position of
the battelion. Heavy close range fighting took place between the
Marines end the NVA, At 1615 Company "L" with the Battalion Executive
Officer, began moving back to the 0ld CP area to assist Company wK",

Due to the terrain and volume of small arms fire received by Company

"L", movement was slow and difficult. In the meantime the Battalion
Commander directed artillery and air strikes on the NVA, At approximate-
1y 1700H Company "L" joined with elements of Company "K" and assisted

in extrecting the Company "K" personnel who had been out off from the
company. The wounded and dead were carried to the 1Z for evacuation

and temporary burial. Contact was finally broken when the NVA with-
drew at approximately 1800H. The artillery and air strikes coupled

with the fires of Companies "K" and "L" were extremely effective on

the W4 and an estimated 500 NVA were KIA during this action

(7) At 1900 the Battalion CP joined 24 Battalion, 4th Marines at

24 Battalion, 4th Marines position (YD 057664)

(8) At 2355H Task Force Delta Frag Order 6-66 wes Teceived

he 19 July 1966

1) At 0105H Companies "K", "L" and "I" arrived at Battalion CP
2; At 1130H Company "I" reported a man wandering around in field
3) At 1140H Company "I" identified man to be Lt. WILSON, artillery
FO from Company "K", believed to be KIA during previous dmys action,
" Compeny "I" requested Medical Evacuation
§4) At 1230H Medical Evacuation completed
5) At 1255H the battalion departed 24 Battalion, 4th Marines ares
enroute to the new position
(6) At 13258 the battalion arrived at the new position (YD 055652)

le 20 July 1966

(1) At 1700H to 2000H the 24 Platoon of Company "I" was in heavy
contact with approximately 75 NVA's. An air mission was called in
support of 2d Platoon, Company "I". The 18t Platoons of Companies
"I" gnd "L" with the Commanding Officer of Compeny "I" in command
proceeded to assist the patrol and to aid in a Medical Evacuation.
The 18t Platoons of Companies "I" and "L" attacked through the NVA
strong point, capturing 2-82mm mortar bipods and 3 machine guns. A8
the 2d Platoon of Company "I" started to move out, they agein met
NVA resistance. Company "G", 2d Battelion, 18t Marines (OpCon) was
dispatched to assist, air strikes were again called. At 1930H con=
tact was broken with NVA, Throughout this action the wattalion cp
reccived small erms fire from the surrounding valley and hills
adjacent to the CP area. Results, 7 KIA USMC, 35 WIA USMC, 15 KIA

. [ —

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
A—_— ® ¢

(1) 4t 1201H the Battalion commenced a helicopter 1ift to Task
Force Delta CP and remained at that position as CP securlity
until 3 August 1966

ke 27.July 1966

(1) At 2240H Company "L"'s patrol reported that PF's cited Ve
in vioinity of YD 177586 and requested illumination. Resulta
negative

1. 03 augush 1966

21§ At 1200H Operation HASTINGS torminated

2) At 1500H the Battalion commenced motor march from Can Lo
enroute to Phu Bai TACR

(3) 4t 4750H the Battelion arrived at Phu Bai

11, RESUILS

a. . USMO/KTA - 20, USMCMIA - 194, USN/KIA - 3, W/KIA - 279,
KIA probable ~ 432, RVC - 2

b. Epepv Equiopment and Matexial lossod.
(1) Veapons: 47 total

Ea) Individual: 29 Chicom Carbines, 7 AK-47 SMG, 4 Sten Gunse
British), 1 K 53 SMG, 1 Buckshot signal pistol, 3 - 7.62
Rugsian MG, 2 - 82mn Mortars w/base plates.

(b) Ammunitions 361,760 rds small arms, 73 Chicom Grenadea,

18% - 82w Mortar rds, 24 AT Mines, 32 Empty Shoe Mines, 16
Stick Gremades adapted for booby trapping, 5 blasting caps,

10 ~ 82mm Mortar HE Light Rounds

(o) Equipment: 20 packs, 65 assorted megazines, 250 lbve.
assorted web gear, 1200 lbs Madical Supplies, 3 - 82mm Mortar
base plates, 2 = 82mm Mortar bipeds, 3 - 7.62 Russian MG barrel,
30 small shovels and pioks, 25 canteens, 12 hammocks, 1 Armor
Shield to MG, 1 Heavy Machine Gun Mount, assorted estra parts
to MG, 4 sets mess gear, 30 1lbs. of documents, 50 1lbs. of
incividual clothing (in packa); 30 lbs. khaki uniforms (in
pazi~s)y 20,000 piastres.

o. Friendlv Ecuipmenk and Material Losses.

(1) Wesponst 10 totals 7 pistols .45 Cal, 2 Machine Guns M-60,
1 Grenade Launcher M-79

(a) Equipmentt 61 packs, 52 ponchos, 22 K-Bars, 18 bayonets,
51 M-14 magazine pouches, 70 E-tools, 12 1s%-Aid packs, 14
cartridge belts, 15 grenade pouches, 5 bayonet scabbords,

U ASS —
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8 Jmives, 7 knive cases, 4 pok boards, 3 helmets (complete),

1 M-60 pintle, 1 M-60 EXT', 1 mosquito headnet, 31 canteens, 2
guy lines, 1 sleeping beg oover, 1 mosquito net, 1 .45 Cal.
magazine poush, 3 tent poles, 6 blanket roll straps, 5 belt
suspender straps, 9 M-14 magazines, 3 canteen covers, 3 shel-
ter halves, 1 blanket, 1 W.P. bag, 20 tent pins, 4 canteen cups,
9 forks, 9 knives, 9 messpans, 9 meespan covers, 20 machetes,

2 AN/PRC - 10 radios, 2 AN/PRC - 6 radios, 4 pair field glasses
(7&50), 12 compasses, 3 wire outters, 5 air panels, 11 M-76
grenade launchers, 5 M-15 sights, 2 map cases, 2 M-9 pyro guns

12 ADMINISTRATIVE

a. Supply throughout Operation HASTINGS wes congidered adequate,
there were some items needed through resupply which were unavailable
or gvailable in limited quantity.

b. It did not appear that the LSA was prepared to support the operation
with such items &s individual clothing and 782 gear. While Battalions
begin operations fully equipped with these items, it cannot be expected
that they will last through en extended operation.

0, Several errors occured in transmitting coordinates on resupply
requests. This resulted in supplies being delivered to the wrong
location. No determination could be made as to what may have caused the
majority of errors, however, it is belisved that the primary cause was
the shackling and unshackling of coordinates. The solution would be

to have supply persomnel and all concerned with resupply be further
schooled and to double check coordinates.

d. Treatment and evacuation of casualties was considered adequate.
Some problems occured in casuslty reporting. These have been elleviated,
with & coordinated effort in standardizing procedures to be used.

e. Body bags werc unavailable at the ISA, This necessitated utilizing
ponchos to cover and evacuate bodies.

124, MEDICA

a. On 13 July 1966, at 0830H, 3d Battalion, 4th Marines flew from
Phu Bai airport and arrived at Dong Ha 1000H, The Battalion set up
in an assigned ares around the air strip for approximately two days.

be All sc..'.ry needs were tsken care of immediately and a trash pit
and straddle vrench immediately dug. No medical problems were noted
dealing with sanitation other than minor ones.

6. On the morning of 15 July 1966, the Battalion was split into
helo-teams and was flown to the Landing 4one. Upon landing, one
Hospitalman attached to 8imm mortars was killed in action. Shortly
after landing at the new site, a BAS was established, Once set up

UNCLASSIFIED iiiiism £
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for action, the BAS immediately started receiving KIA's and WIA's,
and it was neccssavy to rain assistance from the air officer for

helo evacuation of the dead and injured.

d. It was noted that many of the patients being processed through

. the BAS hadro”% bern "Sa2pged by thelr compsni~s, reduiring in
- considerable amount of confusion in identifying the dead. In one

ot inatance, it was necessary to call Marines from the line, back to

.l the BAS to make positive identification of a deceased individual.

@. Operation HASTINGS camc to an end on 3 August 1966, The total
casualties suffered by the Medical Department were 3 Hospitalman
killed in aotion, and 3 Hospitalman Medically Evacuated to other
medical racilities. Numerous Hospitalman received minor wounds,
but were left in a duty status due to the nature of the injuries.
Tor the entire Battalion, there were 23 KIA's and 194 WIA's,

13, SPECIAL EJUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES. None were utilized.

14. COMVANDERS ANAIYSTS. During Operation HASTINGS the control and coor-
dination of supporting arme beceme quite diffioult. The proximity of adj-
acens battalions and thae relatively narrow frontages of the battalions com-
precsed all artillery, close air support missions and helicopter missiona
into an extremely emall area. Un occasion fire missions and air strikes -
c¢alled by adjacent vattalions wera Jnterfering with one another. This at
times resulted in an imabiTity 2o wWeillize avallable supporting erms in the
most timelyr, effective manner. Due to the congestion in the operating srea,
delays of up to thirty minutes were experienced when artillery missions
were requested.

15. BECOMMENDATIONS. That a local study be initiated to determine the
methods ol japrcving the means and methods or coordinating and oontrolling
supporting arms with particulaxr emphasis on situations in which many units
having narrow fronteges are operating in close proximity to each other.

<ty ——

/_/, 7 .""f'{,' Wosia s ‘., )
W MAg:rEBPQOL

Lieutenagt Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Commanding
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On 20 July 1966, "I" Company, 3d Battalion, 4th.Marines (-) (Rein)
was part of the Battalion perimeter s6tting In T#Om coordinates YD 057656
to coordinates YD Q54 <3£. &t 0800 on the morning of the 20th, the Bati-
alion Se3 ie-utd an order to "I" Company to prepare and send out a platoon
giv=: Patrol with an artillery FO toam, FAC, and an 81mm mortar attachment
assigned to the patrol,

At 0845H the 2d Platoon of "I" Company wes chosen to be the platoon
going on patrol end Staff Sergeant Moses L. WXLLIAMS Jr, the platoon
commander wes given the patrol order and visually shown the route of his
patrol from a vantage point in the Battalion perimeter. Staff Sergeant
WILLIAMS patrol was to start at 1200H and return by 1600H. The patrol's
mission was search and clear an area that was being oonsidered for a Batt-
alion landing zone for the following day. His patrol was to pay speclal
attontion to any trails or avenues of approach into the landing zone and
alun search out the high ground around the proposed landing zone, The
check points for Staff Sergeant WILLIAM's patrol were at the fol%owing
coordinates. Chgck Point 1 YD 059657, Check Point 2 YD 069660, “heck
Point 3 068665, “heck Point 4 058664. The briefing for Staff Sergeant
WILLIAMS was over by 0915H and he was given the rest of the morning to
prepare his platoon for their petrol. 4t 1100H the communications gear
for the patrol was checked. Staff Sergeant WILLIAMS was cerrying a PRC-10
which was on the Battalion tac frequenoy. He alaso had an artillexy FO
team with a radio end a FAC team with a radio.

At 1200H on the 20th Staff Sergeant WILLIAM's patrol departed the
Initial Point. He was moving in a colum formation with a point aquad
out about 75 meters and was using flank security as he left the command
post area.

Visual contact with the patrol was lost after they had gone about
200 meters and was not regained egain until the patrol reached check poirt
#4. Radio contact was made with the patrol on the rest of the route and
they reported in at check points #1, #2, #3 aml #4, each time reporting
no oontact.

At approximately 1530H the patrol was checking in at check point #4
and at the same time that they were checking in an unidentified man was
seen moving at coordinates YD 053656 by members of the 3d Platoon of "I
Company end memtmrs of HkS Company. The man was not fired upon because
of the fear that he might be a friendly straggler.

Baecause th- dia patrol was in the area or heading in the direction
of where the mar 17 seen the Battalion Cormander changed the route of
the patrol and aclicl that they attempt to intercept the unidentified man.

The patrol departed check point #4 and headed on an azmuth of 175
degrees from check point #4 in a direction to intercept the man that was
sighted from the Battalion position. After they had gone about 200 meters
the point squad was taken under heavy automatic weapons fire from their
flank and front. The lead squad was at coordinates 056658 and had just
began to cross the stream at that point when they began receiving fire
from the ambush site. This squad received one KIA and three WIA's
the initial burst of fire from the ambush site.

Enclosure (2 ) ¥
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The peint squad led by Sergeant JAMES and the rest of the platoon
led by Staff Sergeant WILLIAMS immediately deployed and began returning
fire to their front and right flank end fired into the stream bed from
which they hed come back out ofs

At this time the patrol lost communications with its PRC=10 and con-
minicaticns with the Battalion had to be mainteined over the FAC's PRO-25
by chhnging the frequency back and forth as nsedads.

Tnis fire continued for about thirty minutes and during this time
there was a great amount of confusion because of the inability to comm-
unicate with the patrol and the inability to contact helicopters which
were hovering above the Battalions positions and close to the ambush
site. Neither artillery support, 8tmm or air support could be called in
because of the helicopters in tho area.

When the helicopters were finally removed from the area an A.Q. air-

cYAft-came in and marked & target which was later reported by the platoon
commander Staff Sergeant WILLIAMS as at least 100 meters in front of his
ines and right on the enemy positions. The 4.0« alrcraft was followed
by a fixed wing jet aircraft which dropped two 250 pounds bombs, both of

which fell short and landed on the 24 Platoons ﬁgéifaopa q%}ff{‘,‘_éiimrsi
and 8 WIAi'g, ety ~ b= S

At this time Staff Sergeant WILLIAMS requested med-evec and addit-
ional troop support from the compeny. Originally "G" Company had been
designated as the relief company irn.ccse the patrol ran into trouble but
a platoon from "I" Company had also been alerted when the patrol was
firgs ambushed and also a platoon from "L Company was standing by bteo-
ause they had just gotten back from an ambush site which had been at
coordinates 054654. The Battalion Commander told me 4o take out the pla=
oon from India and Lime Company's platoon.

We moved out from the Battalion Command Post at 1615 and because
there was no firing going on from the eaemy positions or from our own
friendly positions I had Lima's platoon sweep down towerd our friendly
positions eand through coordinates YD 059657 where I felt the enemy pos-
itions were. I then took the first platoon of "I" Company down & trail
which led into the loft flank of Staff Sergeant WILLIAMS platoon's depl-
oyed positions. Just as we reached Staff Sergeant WILLIAMS positions
two med-evac helicopters were loading casualties on his left flank. As
our relief pia:oon approached the helicopters two mortar rounds landed
right next v¢ .:e helicopters fovcing them off the ground ané wounding
three more mex ».o were close by, More mortar firo and aubto. I'ire
came into the 24 Flatoon and 1st Platoon which wes nuw depleoying on
Staff Sergeant WILLIAM's right flank and also getting many of the cas-
uwslties to a safer position. <~his new outbursi of mortar fire end auto-
natic weapons fire caused three more KIA's and 18 more WIA's over a time
spen of about two and a half hours.
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After deploying the two platoons on line and getting fire put on
the enemy positions, of which many could be observed including at least
two mortar sites. I attempted to call in artillery fire support or air
support after attempting to olear lLima Company's platoon from the area
that they were in. Lima's platoon had lost contact with some of ite ele-
nents in the general area of coordinates 059657 which was the same area
from which we could observe mortar rounds leaving the tubes.

Because we could not directly talk to Iima's platoon and they were
having trouble regaining their control in very rough terrain we had to .
wait an hour and & half before Lima's platoon finally broke through to
our positions, coming in our left flank approximately the same place I
hed lead the first platoon of "I" Company into. I had placeé LIima's
platoon on line with the first platoon of India Company end put the now
understrength patrol of 2d Platoon in reserve with a mission of carrying
wourded end dead and also covering our flank from which we had taken
flanking fire earlier.

Rather than risk the time to call in supporting fire now that the
area was clear of Lima's platoon and get caught out in this area during
the hours of darkness I called the Battalion Commander and requested
permission to immediately assault the enemy positions with two platoon's
on line and asked for supporting fire from UH-1E gunships on our right
flanks at coordinates 053656 and the rest of that ground area while we
carried out our assault. I received the go ahead from the Battalion
Commender so we commenced our assault with two platoon's abreast con-
gisting of the platoon from Lima on the left flank and my first platoon
on the right flank. The second platoon was carrying casualties towsrds
our left flank in trace of Lima's platoon.

We received minor resistance in the assault, receiving three more
WIA's and counting at least 15 enemy KIA's and capturing gseveral weapona
as we moved through. After reaching the area of coordinates 059657 I
left the asssult line which continued on the Battalion position and want
up to the trail that we had used to get the relief column to 2d Platoon
end met Gulf Company's Commender and company who had been sent out to
help carry casualties and sweep the area for any lost gear or weapons
and any more enemy that might still be in the area. The time was now
about 2000H., By 2045H wo had the 1st and 24 Platoon's of India Company
back with ell their gear and casualties and also the platoon of Lima
company return~d to Lima's lines. The rest of the night we spent in
getting the 1i.c3 reestablished and taking care of the KIA's and WIA's.

For the days a... n India Company had 7 KIA's end 33 WIA's. 13 enemy
KIA's were foun: i an estimated 20 to 30 more which had been spotted

gclilfired upon by Euey's in the ares of coordinates 053565 were probably
ed.

This concluded the sction for 20 July 1966.
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Corpany K's initisl assault in the landing zone at
coordinetes 03964¢ was marked by sporadic emeny small .
armg fire. Tae second platoon under Lieutenant D. A. '
RICHWINE which was lended first, immediately set up a
perimeter defense and minutes lator, when the lst platoon
landed they killed one NVA in the lending zone. After the
1st platoon and the commani group lended, the 34 platoon
dropped epproximately two hundred meters to the West at
coordinates 035048. At approximately 1000H.the compeny
wes preparad to move from the landing zone to its block-
tnr position at coordinates 038631. The route to our Ob= ‘
jective was a trall along a strean rumning North to Souths -
W-ile enroute, numerous freshly dug fighting holes were
nbee rvcd.  Five hundred moters out of the landing zone the
1% platoon received sniver fire from 2 NVA who were
sutsequently killed. The column then pushed forward and
when “he point squed of 24 platoon was 100 meters short
of thc hill at 036641, Lt. RICHWINE went forward to check
out the hill. He deployed his lead squad atop the hill
in a 360° perimeter. A& search of the hill revealed an
ammunition and redical ceche. A NVA was found guearding
the cache eni wzs killed. Skortly thereafter, another
squad observed 8 - 10 enenmy fleeing the area to the South-~
west. The 23 platoon attempted to go after them but
coruld not negotiate a stream 200 meters to the South.

When two additionasl attempts to cross the river falled,
the platcon and the rest of the company pulled back to

the top of the hill et cnordinates 036641l. At 1100H, the
24 platoon was sent on a patrol to find a spot where the
river cruld be crossed. After moving out in colurm and
noving ebout 150 meters, volces were heard on their left
flenk end an immediate ambush was set up., The enem

moved into the killing zone end sustained 10 NVA KIA,

The second platoon sustained 2 Friendly WIA. At the same
time 10 more NVA were observed moving into the thick
brush to the platoon's left. A squad was sent to in-
vestigate, got caught in e cross fire end 2 Friendly

KIA presultedi. The bodies could not be retrieved at the
time because of the heavy fire and the platoon returned to
thc top of the hill. I immedlately called in Artillery
and the Hucy gunships to hit the area. At 1430H, I sent
the 24 platoon bzck to retrieve the bodles. The platoon
was agein takor under fire resulting in another friendly
KIA anl 2 Wia. Four enemy were also killed in the pro-
cese. The hoiles were recovered and returned to the hill.

Pernission wes requerted from 3/4 command post to
remain at conrdinates 036641 for the night. We continued
t» s-arch the area and when the second platoon returned
at 1830H we bhegen preparing defensive positions. An ob-

1ong dofensive perimeter was egtablighed with three pla-
toons. The North-South flanks were separated by 150 ”
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moters, while the Ezgt-West flanks were separated by only
30 meters. At 2030H the perimeter starteid t» receive spor—
adic fire on all flenks which quickly increased. I would
estimete that 2 minimum of two NWa platoons attempted to
take tho hill. During the ensuing two and one half hour
fire fight, mostly with automatic weapons and grensdes,
the enenmy suffered excessive casualties while friendly
casualties remained light. After the fire fight drageing
of bodies was heard from 2400H to O4OOH. A search fo the
area at first light revealed twenty-five NVA bodles plus
numernus automatic weepons, two 30 caliber machine guns
and approximately fifty gremades in addition to packs,
clothing end Avcuments. All gear was tagged and stored

at our leanding zone for suhsequent plck up. A prisoner was ’
glsn taken that day.

16 July 1966

After the mseerch of the sres at first light on the
morning of the 16th, at about 0830H the 1st platoon was
gent to again check the river to the South for a possible
croesing site. The platonn moved Soruth down a trail in
columm, to the river. The area was gearched, however,
no suitable location . was foimd. The area searched '
contained numerous fighting holes, woll prepared, and
obvinusly capable of covering eech other by fire. On
the opposite side of the river the platoon also noted #het
appeared to be seversl well enplaced bunkers. 3.5 rocket
fire wes pleced on these bunkerss On their return to the
command post, enemy volces were heerd end an immedlate ame.
bush was set up, but no contact was made. Artillery and
air strikes were called on the enemy positlons in an effort
to neutralize them. The platonn returned to the command
post at 1130H. The rest of the 1ay was gpent improving de-
fensive posltions. Late in the afternnon our dead and
wounded from tho previous night were evecuated. At 1930H
o NVA unit estimated in excess of a compeny hit the perie
meter on all flenks, but particularily on the left where
It. RICHWINE's platoon was set up. Again, 1t was automatic
fire, grenades ani occasionally a moriar round. The fire
fight lasted for 3% hours during which Lt. RICHWINE's
platoon repulsed three suicide attacks, one.nf them comming
within 5 meters of his position. It was also during this
potinn that ammmitinn became a criticel faotor. After
two hours »f continuous fighting, the entire company wes
ghot on bandolier ammuniticn and grenades. We had several
cages of machine gun linked ammumition stored near the
lending zone 150 meters away, which was Just ennugh to
get us through the night. Artillery fire and a flare ship
which stayed with us 21l night were instrumental in stop-
ping the enemy. Several casuclties were sustained by
Company K this night along with en enginecr being killed.
Approximetely thirty to forty, fore minor wounds were also

sustained but none required evacustione Most of the?
IMM@&@SSMFHE@I Enclosure 3 :
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——"|wounds were the result of grenades deing thrown back end
( % |forth from Atstences as close o8 10 meters.
R This night wos repetitious of the riight before in that
f., |we could hear bodles being dragged eway through the junglo
¢-» Ifor & hrurs after the shooting stopnped. A thorough search
¢ . |lat first light revealed 79 enemy dead by body ccunt and

| lanother fifty to seventy-five probable kills. Lpproximate=
= ' lly 15 weapons, both automatic and machine guns were found,
i |Plong with packs, clothing end more Aocuments. One prison-
er wag taken end him slong with our wounded were evacuated
l2te that afternoon.

17 _July 1966

On the 17th of July no further attempte were made to
get o our original blocking position, as we recelved word
to »rerein where we wero. We 344 houwver, call in air end
artiiicry strikes on positiones 800 meters tc the South.
The regt of She day was uncventful =s far as enemy contact.
Luring the Aay I raquested reinforcerents, because of the
rosslbllity of a full scale attack that night. Two pla-
toons of Liima Company arrived end meuned positions on our
peftmeter. At 22Z30H the first oomtacts were made with
sporadic firiung end probes all around the perimeter. How-
ever no major attack wae movatede. A gearch of the area at
first light revealed 3 enemy dead with another § probable.
One enemy rifle was captured thast meranlng. No friendly
cagualiles were sustalned.

13 _July 1964

The morning of the 18th nf July, we were orderel back
tn the battalion commend post. We moved out at 0900H with
the third piajoon lezding, follcwed by the command group,
the first nlatoon, 2ni the sescomnd platoon bringing up the
reor. The sreond platonm was also assignel to destroy any
puildings or cquipment that were left at the time. We
roached the battali-n command post at approximately 0930H
anl set un in a perineter delenss around the landing 2zoncCe
At 1C0CH I was given the migsion of providing rear security
for the battalion when we roved out at 1400H. The sccond
platcon wee acsipned thse mission of further providing flank
goourity for vz bottalimm command groups and the first
plateoon was aszigned rear noint security and security for
a squad of ongineers who wore tn destyroy three downel halle
copters left in the landing zons. At abous 1430H, when
the midlle of the comhany eolurmn wag through the landlng
zme, approximately 1,000 NVA openel up on SSgt MCGINTY ' g
firet platoon with autcmatic weap ns fire, small arms, and
mortars. SSgt MCGINIVig platcon was pinned down in the land-
inpg zone becezuze of {ire coming from 8ll " &irections and
twn of the gquads beczre separted. The third platoon was

also pluned down and became separated from the first. The ‘
eompany hoeadquarterg clement was further pinned down and
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couldn't move becausc of heavy fire coming from the north
ani the area erouni the laniing zene up into the stream bed.
Shortly after the atteck started, two of SSgt MCGINTY's
squads stertel to take heavy casualtles which couldn't be
moved because of the heasvy fire.

About 1500H, air strikes and artillery were ‘called in
on the surrrunding area and the enemy was nounde? for sev-
eral hours. When the pressure on the first plato-m 4id not
ense, 2/Lt MCCART'g third platoon managed to mANUSVEr into
pesition and give SSgt MCGINTY some coveriug fire, but it
wasn't enough to get the dead and wounded Qut. At approx-
smtely 1530, I called the battallon and réquestel rein-
forcements to relieve the pressure on the pompenys Ma jor
HENRY hrought Company L to cur pos:tlon at approximately 1700.
Cooriinati~n between Companys K an? U was ‘initiated and
Company L proceeled about four nunAdred metors in the directlon
of the lending zone to help my first and third platonns.
Once in positiom, fire superilority was gaincd, the pressure
wag redused and the first platoon with the help of Company
L was able to evaciate the wounded. We did not have enough
men %o cerry the dead and wounded and provide security, so
en additicnal two pletnons of Indla Company were requested
to provide the securitye Afcer the woundedl end dead were
brought about five hunired moters up the stream bed, the
wounded wore treated ond maor wounds Were separated from
minor. We formed a colum cf walking wounded, wounded to
be carried, sccurliy, an® then nrocasded ancther five hun-
dred meters upstreeqm fo ihe nelicopier zone where the wound-
ed were evacunted that night-

This c~ncluded the acti-m for 18 July.
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. aitalion Landing Team 3/5
9th lMarine Amphibious Brigade, Flu
FPO San Francisco, California 96002
3/EJB/jec

3121 ¢
1 August 1966

E ?w qf
From: Commanding Officer ’

To: Commanding Officer, Special Landing Force (Commander Task Group _.- | H

Subj: Combat After Action Report for Operation DiICKHUUSE II and
Operation HASTINGS

Ref: (a) Commander Task Group 79.5 Operation Order 328-65
(b) battalion Landing Team 3/5 Operation Order 328-66 (Operation
DECK}OUSE 1)
(¢) Battalion Landing Team 3/5 Frag Order #1 (Operaticn DECKHOUSE 1I)
(d) Maps: AMS Series L701 - 63L2 I (1:50,000)
AMS Series L701 - 6342 II (1: 50 0C0)
AS Series L701 - 6LL2 T (1: 50 OOO)
AMS Series L701 - 6442 III (1: 50 000)
AMS Series L701 - 6LL2 IV (1:50, ooo)

Encl: (1) Report of Operation DECKHOUSE II
Tab (a) Overlay of AOA, Operation DECXHOUSE II
(2) Report of Operation HASTINGS
Tab (a) Operations Overlay of Operatiun HASTINGS (Part 1)
Tab (b) Operations Overlay of Operation HASTINGS (Part 2)

1. This report is submitied in accordance with instructions contained in
reference (a).

2. Operation DECKHOUSE 11 was an amphibious operation which utilized sur-
face borne and helicopter borne assault forces. Operation HASTINGS em-
ployed the Special Landing Force by assigning the Battalion Landing Teanm
the mission of search and destroy in a designated TAOR; the Special Land-
ing Force was placed under the operational control of Task Force Delia.
R
3. D-day for Operation DiCKHOUSE II was 16 July 1966. At 180800H Opera-
tion DECKHOUSE I terminated when operational control of the Special Land-
ing Force was chopped from Commander Task Group 76.5 (Commander Amphibious
Task Force) to the I1l Marine Amphibious Force (Task Force Delta). Opera-
tion HASTINGS conmenced at 1808COH and terminated at 301515H when opera-
tional control of the Special Landing Force reverted to Commander Task Group
?6.59

4. The target area for Operation DECKHUUSE IL was the northeastern third

of Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Province--a region of f1at, poorly drained
land with sand dunes suretching 3000 to 3500 meters from the beach. The
target area for Operatlon HASTINUS was the Cam Lo area of the same prov1nce--
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5, Battalion Landing Team 3/5 Command Post initially was lo“c"atedﬁ
USS PRINCETON (LPH-S%. At H+5 on D-day, the Command Post was est d
ashore at YD 307727 in the vicinity of Landing Force Objective ALPHA, On
D+2, the Command Post displaced t» YD 86360l for Operation HASTINGS, On

D+11 it displaced to XD 979585. The Command Post was located at this

Tocation for the remainder of the operation.

6. Administrative Matters

a. Resupglz

(1) Operation DECKHUUSE II. Unit resupply was accomplished entirely
by helicopter. In order to facilitate resupply, units submitted requests
during the evening for the following day's resupply. This allowed the Log-
istic Support Unit the opportunity to pull and stage the supplies during
the evening and early morning hours. Reaction to a unit's announcement
that it was prepared to receive resupply at a specific landing site was
accomplished promptly; the time-consuming job of pulling and staging sup-
plies had already been accompiished,

(2) Operation HASTINGS

(a) Unit_resuprly during Operation HASTINGS was initially
seriously deficient. Phasing in the Battalion Landing Team into the op-
eration overburdened Lhe unit resupply function of the Landing Support Area,
This temporary deficiency was overcome by providing a logistics team from
the Battalion Landing Team at the 7-sisuic Suncorty are-, This tesm, cun-
sisting of the Battalior Landing Team Supply Ufticer or Supply Chaef, med-
ical representatives, communication technicians and selected supply per-
sonnel, greatly relieved the Logistic Support Area by processing Battalion
Landing Team requirements., This arrangement ensured that Battalion Landing
Team resupply requests received prompt and careful attention and provided
adequate personnel to process casualties and to recover weapons and equipment,

(b) Commnications between the Logistic Support Area and the
Battalion Landing Team S-L was accomplished over the Battalion Landing Team
AMministrative Net. Traffic on the Task Force Delta Loglistics Support Net,

which was twiidzua py =li poiti wions dn sutrdlsaig resupply requesis, wes
gener 11y ne vy erd tne oo 0toid oty el sndependent Batialion fending Team
COMGUALCE LY NS L0 Lid oy il Loy oo crovad reer boneglficirl,

b, Casualty Reporting. Reporting by the units during Operation HASTINGS
was in most cases excellent; however, there were several errors in encoding.
In some cases this caused lengthy delays in obtaining acourate information
and delayed reporting to higher headquarters, It is recommended that a coded
casualty reporting format utilizing code words should be standardized and
adopted for use on operations, :
i @
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c. BHvacuation. OUsaualty evacuation was accopplished utilizing the
facilities of Cow cuy D, lsb ledical Battalioca, at Dong Ha. wuJuring the
first two days o. Cperaticn HASTINGS, the Battalicn Landing Team S-1 did
not naintain a liwison section at this facility, resulting in confusion
when casualties ‘rere cvacuated. Further, the destination of casualties
leaving Dong Ha was not known. On the 20th of July the Dattalion Landing

- Tewr. S5-1 sent a ravcwszntolive tu Dong ha teo assist in accounting for our
casualties., This systsm proved to he erfective and resulted in accurate
casualty reporting.

d. Cow:uniecations

(1) Radic

(a) Gzueral. FM radio com:un.cations on Operation DECKHUUSE II
and Operation HASTI™S were improveu immeasureably by the acquisition of
the AN/PRG~25 family of radios, Not only were positive comrunications with
organic units and higher headquarters maintaineu throughout, but the greater
capabilities cr this radio enabled the Battalion Landing Team Commander to

rnianeuver his companies at distances previcusly impossible.,

. (b) Radic Distribution. The Battalion Landing Team was issued
a total or sevenly-Iour AN/THC-25 (of which ceven are the radio componets
to the AN/GRC-125's that wers issued), Lowsver, since the attached units
and Special Landing Force had not received the AN/PRC-25's, it was neces-
sary for the Battalion Landing Team to provide them with sets. Distribu-
tion was made as follows:

Rifle Com; znies (8 each) 32
83 Mortar Platoon 10
Battalion Landing Team Command Post 9
Pattalion landing Team Commander 1
Sperisl Landing Force 3
Tactical Air Control Party/

Foruard Air Control Teams 3
Artillery Liaison Officer/

Forward Observers [4
105m Howitzer Dattery 2
107 Mortar Battery 2
Naval Gun Fire Liaison Officer/

Spot Teams 3
Reconn' “ssance Teams 3
Shere Party Team 1

Since three radios were deadlined for repair early in the operation, the
Battalion Landing Tearn Commiand Post was left with only six radios and was
forced to secure two of their five nets (Tactical Logistics Net and Admin-
istrative Net) temporarily in order to displace.

DECLASSIFIED
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(\) ccunbenguce and Supply.  The only maintenance and supply
problen enceunterad it the AN/PRC-25 radio wes that no spare parté were
issucd with *he sets, Although excellent turn-around service was provid-
ed at the Logistis: Spror, irea during Cperation HASTIN.S, it is most
desireable when a anmponent part, such as a handset or an antenna base, is
lost or broken during an operation that an immediate replacement be avail-
able., The BA-386 baiteries periformed most satisfactorily, offering as
much as thirty-six to Lorty-eight hours of service,

(d) Redio Yets
1 External

a Operation DirCKHOUSE Il. Radio nets to higher head~
quarters on Operativn DECKHCUSE II were an FM tactical net and a HF tactical
net. Communicatiors on these nets was sporadic due to the constantly shift-
ing position of the ship and due to the fact that theship's radio equipment

was not working properly. However, when the FM net was switched from the
ship's radio to the back-up AN/FRC-25 provided to Special Landing Force by
the Battalion Landing Team, a marked improvement was noted. Traffic over
these nets was moderate during the day, but after 2000 hours traffic over
the HF net was reduced to hourly radio checks,

b Operation HASTINGS. Radiv communications from Battalion
Landing Team 3/5 t¢ Task Force Delta on Operation HASTINGS was superior to
that experienced with Spesial Landing Force on Operation DECKHOUSE II. This
is probably due te the fact that Task Force Delta was a fixed land station,
Radio nets from Battalion Landing Team 3/5 to Task Force Delta consisted of
an Fb Tactical Net and an FF Command Net., An HF Command Net existed for
back-up pnrposes, but this was never used by Battalion Landing Team 3/5
gince FM commmnications was outstanding at all times.

ﬁ, Internal

2 Comwunicaticns from the Battalion Lapding Team down
to its subordinate units was excellent on both Operation DECKHOUSE IT and
Operation HASTINGS. Oaly when the companies were on the move and passing
under heavy canopy did communications become marginale. However, at all
times one company was in a position to relay traffic to another,

b The sctivation of an FM Battalion Landing Team Admin-
istrative Net to handie resupply requests, medical evacuations, lengthy ‘
situation reports, logistical “and.ag done control and all other administra-
tive traffic proved very satisfactory., Overburdening the Battalion Landing
Tearm Tactical Net with routine and logistical traffic was avoided and urgent
tactical traffic was not delayed. It is strongly recommended that a Battal-
ion Landing Team Administrative Net be activated in all future Special Land-

ing Force operaticns . '
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(e) freguencies and Call Signs, Frequency designators of a
nunbter -1 the frequoncies assigned 40 the Battalion L:ncing Team for use
on Urerstion DeGRICU L 11 were changed by the Special Landing Force prior
to the operation,, Although this w=s done to siw 1ify identification of
frequencies within’the Special Landing Force, confussicn arose during Up-
eration HaslillGS sunce Tisk rorce Delta had diff'erent decignators for many
oi" the sanefrequencics, Other minor problems arose because a complete
litt ol ¢n1l signs ahd frecuencies utilized by Task force Delta was never

(f) Cormenis. 4 final comment must be made to emphasize the
outstanding resulfs UTEN. the AN/PHNC-29 radio, The AN/PRC-25 radio provid-

Cel ITeFinility i accur-ring the rifle cenpaanee ead in exercising support-

i

“ingrarns, Artillevy ¥orward Observers, Forward Air Control Teams and :aval

Gun Fire Spot Tears raintained positive comsunications with the Fire Support
Coordination Center at all times. Results certainly justify assigning

AN/PRC-2% radios to exercise these supporting arms. It is also recomnended

that &1l HF nets be replaced by FM nets--the range of the AN/PRC-25 is equal
to that of the AN/PRC-L7; the weight and bult of the AN/PRC-47 makes it
dirficult for supporting arms teans to keepr up with the infantry units to
which asuigned; nainlenance andiesupply problens inherent in the use of the
¥B-L51 battery are significant; atmospheric, climatic «nd terrain conditions
in South Vietnam adversly affect the effectiveness of the AN/PRC-L7 radic.

'(2) Wire/Radiv Relay, Nothing new was encountered with wire or
radio relay on Operation DECKHOUSE II or Operation HASTINGS. Once again
a.radio .elay shot wss made from the Battalion Landing Team to the Special
Landing Force on Operation DECKHOUSE I1, Radio relay wias effective and af-
forded ountstanding comiunicstions.,

(B)ZRéCOWMQndationS

(a) The Battalion Landing Team assigned to the Special Landing
Force should be equipred with a full allowance of AN/PRC-25 radics.

(b) AN/FRC-L7 radios are too hesvy to carry in the rugred ter-
rain and intense heat experienced in South Vietnam; battery recharging and

resupply causes. additicnal complications. The AN/PRC-L47 radio.should be re-

placed by the AN/PRC-25 radio if at all possible,

{e) Thor'ough comrunications coordinatior prior to the commence-
ment of combined tperations is. essential.

7-'25urf0rtiqg,Arms ‘

as Aftiiierz ' o
(1) Operation DECKHOUSE II. 1In this operation the 105mm Howitzers
by

were landed and the 107mm Howtars were landed by helicopter. No
problems were encountered. Communications and observation were excellent.
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(2) Operation HASTINGS

(a) The 105mm Howitzers were displaced by helicopter to new gun
positions at the comuencement of Operation HASTINGS,

(b) No major problems were encountered, At times observation was
limited by terrain and/or vegetation; huwever, adequate support was possible
at all times, Communications were satisfactory at all times due primarily
to the use of the AN/PRC-25,

(c) Reaction times were excellent on most missions and cceptable
on all missions. Fires were quick and, accurate, Clearance of missions ree
quested outside of the Battalion Landing Team TAOR was granted promptly,

(d) At times the Conduct of Fire Net tended to becpme overloaded
due to the passing of administrative traffic.

b. Naval Gun Fire

(1) Operation DECKHOUSE II. The support of the USS OKLAHOMA CITY,

—————————

USS LOFBERY and U L.TE RIVER were used only for three rounds of illume
ination for Coupranry I due to negligible enemy contact, The use of two spot
teams and AN/FRC-25 radios fS?/%ﬁ5g§53ffﬁéf~%33V€H highly effective. The
AN/PRC-L7 control net provided borderline communicaticns throughout. ' Recome
mend further use of lhe AN/PKC-25 for the Naval Gun Fire nets with small,
tWwo or three nan, spot teams.

(2) Operation HASTINGS., No naval gunfire suppart was used due to.
range, The Shore Fire Con:rol Farty was used ag x \ d observers
for Hed Company patrols and for manning -artillery obseyvation posts within
the TACR. )

c. Ar
(1) DECKHOUSE II

(a) During Operation DECKHOUSE II enly three (3) helicopter re-
quests were submitted by the Tactical Alr Contrel Partiy for support. Bat-
talion Landing Team 3/5 was directly supported by HMM-363, Tactical Alr
Control Center was subordinate to Commander Task Groyp 76,5, One re-
quest for helicopter observation for retreating VC elements was submitted
requesting support as soon as possible. The helicopter was on station one.
hour later. Flight time from the LPH-5 to the otjectivg area wap approxi-
mately ten minutes. A fifty minute delay in approval and communications is
indicated. The second request for helicopter observation of artillery fires
for registration was approved and the helicopters were on station within
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thirty minutes. i racio communication could not be established between the
helicopters and the artillery battery and the missi.n was not accomplished.
A third request for aerial observation or artillery fires for registration
was denied.

(b) Observaticns

1l Shipboard HF facilities were poor and com:unications be-
tween Tactical Air Control Party and Tectical Air Control Center were diffi-
cult. : :

2 Tactical Air Control Center was slow. to approwe and forward
the first missions The hour delay from request to on station gave enemy
elements time to escape and concesl themselves.

3 Radio communications were marginal. Tactical Air Control .
Party had one AN/PRC-25.radio, one AN/PRC-41 radio, and one AN/PRC-L7 radio.
Beth Forward Air Control Teams had one. 4N/PRC-25 radio and one AN/PRC-41 '
radioeach. Requests for air support were made by Forward Air Control Teams
to Tactical Air Control Party on the AN/PRC-25 radio, Tactical Air Control
Party relayed the requests to Tactical Air Control Center via HF on the

L By relaying requests from the Forward Air Conirol Teams,
the Tactical Air Control Party retained control over requests and the For-
ward Air Control Teams gained greater mobility by not carrying the heavy
and cumbersome AN/PRC-L7 radio. X L

5 The Tactical Air Control Party local freguency was L42.35
megacycles. This AN/PRC-25 radio frequency is considered unsatisfactory for
units which frequently communicate with aircraft. Aircraft FM equipment &
tunes only to tenth of megacycles., .

(c) Recommendations. When terrain permits and when unit disposi-
tions are within the range capabilities of the AN/PRC-25 radio, Forward Air
Control Teams should operate with the AN/PRC-25 radio and the AN/PRC-41 radio
ﬁfor ground to fixed wing air communications) and should not carry the AN/PRC-

7 radio. :

(2) Operation HASTINGS

Y ' ' ' ’

: (a) Helicopter support was generally good. Some difficulty was

experienced in obtaining helicopter support during the initial phase-in per-
iod, but this resolved itself as the operation progressed.

(b) Fixed wing support for the most part was excellent. A few

missions were cancelled because comuunications with aireraft could not be HR
established. Many of the communications difficulties resulted from failure

7
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to advise the Air Liaison Officer of estimated times on station and of
call signs. Lack of coordination was also a problem during utilization
of flare ships for night illumimation. Air/ground communication was most
reliable on Il bands, using Tactical Air Control (Airborne) and ground
AN/PLiC-25 radios. Cfontrol of air strikes was much more effective from
the air than it was from the ground.

8, Commander!s Analysis.

a. Operation DECKHOUSE II resulted in no significant contact with the
enemy and terminated too quickly to allow planned civic action efforts to be

\\\accomplished. Operation HASTINGS introduced Battalion Ianding Team 3/5 for

the first time to jungle combat against well-equipped, well-trained North
Vietnamese Army units, It was also the first time that Battalion Landing
Team 3/5 fought in rugged, densely vegetated, mountainous, jungle terrain,
The combat environment experienced in Operation HASTINGS was a sharp con=
trast to the Viet Cong and the less rugged terrain that had been encounter=-
ed in earlier operations, Lessons learned on previous operations did not
fully apply to this more difficult environment; tactical decisions and small
\\Ezft tactics reflected this lact,

b, Operation HASTINGS was characterized by sharp, violert contact with
an enemy who fought from prepared, well comouflaged, mutually supporting,
heavily fortified entrenchments; an enemy who was capable of delivering a
heavy volume of fire from an excellent inventory of semi-automatic weapons
arnd automatic weapons ranging in caliber from 12,7 to 7.62mm; an enemy sup-
ported by 82mm mortars and 57mm recoilless rifles, L

¢, {{pder these conditions it was extremely important to make maximum
use of supporting artillery and air, Prep fires against suspected enemy
positions and dangerous avenues of movement is practically a tactical nec-
essity., The tactical decision of the Company and Platoon Commander to ag-
ressively press to the attack when in close and violent contact with the
enemy or to fall back slightly in order to effectively use supportingarms
is critical. Such encounters develop rapidy and very often the unit com-
mander has no alternative but to overrun an enemy position without the de=-
lay inherent in calling for supporting arms. Whenever the situation per=
mitted, however, the delay paid large dividerds in the form of fewer casualties.

d. The steep slopes that characterized the operating area very often made

it difficult Tov¥ aFtIiIlery tTo deliver elTective Tires against enemy positions
located in narrow draws or on the slopes of the high ground within the draws.
Under these conditions air on station, preferably with a Tactical Air Con-
troller (Airborne) to control the strike, becomes the most desireable form
of support and, in some instances, the only form of support that can be

uysed by maneuvering units, The dense vegetation often makes it im-

possible for a Forward Air Controller to effectively control an air

strike and, more important, not every company can be provided with a
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winute deliy ex;criences is *‘xw‘*i} tmm'.y W S‘i“ ':_ 560’ ,

2, vaio saticn anj populaﬁlon and éés ﬁ:ﬂm émioﬂ. M&sﬁx‘e‘s 1A 18
TAOR's aseigned to Lattalion Lancing Pealh 3/9 dudide Q¥ plioh HAYPINOS
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ulation, .
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dependable Cenutnicitaons over distanées iy excess &
physical enviromient cf terrain and Vegetetiosn whidh waﬁ he% 1§ré'é 3
the use of the AV/PRC-10 radio &t 10CC mé‘bersé

g, Frctiern are:: cnccuntered and réSotuidhdstichs re‘.};ativ‘e " it Ravs
alreazdy been covered exu eneLy el‘v eluéuhers Fw this réporbts THE f‘d‘l&vaﬁzg»
comnents are decizred to en “hacize cerbaint F&ssond 1&arhid Kot a"équa‘fely
govaered elsewhere, :

(1) wne enemy conironting the Datbaize Lé :
1y seeking contact, He wisy hawever,— nFepatay B Gak@ atvantage ':If ﬂ'ﬁi 5
strongly entrenchcd pusitions in Jensedy veg%éf’cec?,# gHa8p Sided
rugged mountainous torrain to infli® hgxidih castardies v o
maneuvering agsinst him, Unoer théss SGndttichs #H iw tipevative Th
porting arms be libarally uded agamst Suspw’ﬁed chiéity pog :‘.*E‘.tox‘xe cr d¥ony
dangerous avernues of mcvement. NhenPVer contdet is eﬂsb‘l‘i‘ﬁ’ﬁaﬁ"ahﬁ the e
Sltqath'l >ermhs, witt comnanders shoul'&* c:mdub% m‘term‘iv? a!”"l‘}i T /6
air strikes azuinct tle fixed énemy pcs:r.{':mns berors . tryiwn o ove el €W

g Nk wate Bt abtives

-

(2) Tre nature of the enemy ' ﬁemt;cs &irvel fhé p an‘f% ke of the
operating area MUGC air on station mth & T;C*l(’(i AEYC Bt - u&iﬂ»oﬁf&) to
control the rost des ratle; s "ometimeu the 'wnlv,‘«iorin G- Sirp; ur‘%zﬂ&, armg

weien a manevvering watt 1 contact With the ehepy o6 a5 g

(3) e ‘.?r\'ili't‘é_’_":"‘ of omiusii in LlEe ofivrdotment: i ewf#rl:ﬁf" ottt I'hi'
uge o1 security to tre Jeoont and fisnky hox.—*ver;» is meds ;N'&T,s ef'if:cﬁwa 111
avo*d:m;r well-rrerarst wne welldexccuted anbush&sy- Rgatté'ti%:f{ to ant
must be aulorailc and wugt be based Dn e:‘t'cens:.ve qai:elt""Feacndﬂ dri

(L) Resuyp ly by nelicopter is dnﬁodb ttlf,' tibcetsdrv aﬂd wté’fﬂ&&lﬂ ;
E\rery em.t‘cru chend pe nade to reduce the s of resup,.lies in: tfrdﬁ tg- !
minimize the attendait Ltl.saavantage of pirmumﬂ.ng 't‘"e i%vcaﬁbn and dmﬂwi- 4
tion of all friendiy uniiv Leiug rr'upp;.ied » %
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A lS) Hmbushss; Loth »day"\ and night, . are one ot the most effertive weans.
of infl-:.e-‘bing,;‘épersonﬁelcaSuglties‘ on the enemy. Ambushes sh.uld be at lesst
5C0 tp lOCQ meter:s dictzet rron unit nignt cefensive jcesitions,
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REPOkT OF OPERATIUN DECKHOUSE II

l. Task O{;ggnizati on

BLT 3/5

IS Co ( )
Det, Btry F, 2d Bn, 11th Mar (In Tm)
Det, Hg Btry, 2d Bn, 11lth Mar (NGF Ln Tm)
Det, Radio Relay Sec, Comm Plat, lg Co, 5th Mar
Det, Ilg Bn, 1lst Marine Division, FMF
Det, Radic Relay Plat, Comm Co
Det, Dishbursing Plat, Serv Co
Det, Postal Unit, Adj Sec, Div Hq, Hq Co
" Det, lst Dental Co, FMF
Det, 1lst Medical Bn
Det, Serv Sec, Co Hq, 3d Coll Sec, Coll Plat
Logistic Support Unit
Det, Prov Serv Bn, 9th MAB
Det, Suprply Sec
Det Ma’int Sec
Det H/S Sec
Det, H&S Go, 3d FSR
2d SP Tm Co B, 1st SP Bn
2d- Landin.g Spt Plat
Det, H&S Co, lst SP Bn
Det, Beachmaster Unit-1

Co I (Rein)

Col
Det, H&S Co
Det, Med Plat
Det 8lmm Mort Plat
Det, S-2 (Bn Scouts)
FO Tm, Btry F (Rein), 2d Bn, 11th Mar
1st qu 3d Plat (Rein), Co B, lst Engr Bn

Co X (Rein)

Co K
Det, HiS Co
Det, Med Plat
FAC Tim
Det, 8lmn lort Plat
Det, ‘S~2 (Bn Scouts)
FO Tm, Btr; F (Rein), 2d Bn, 11lth Nar
Det, Hq Btry, 2d Bn, 11th Mar (NGF Spot Tm)

21
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Lt Col BRONARS
m————

Capt GLAIZE

Capt MARESCO
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Co 1. {iiein)

Co L
Det, HeS Co
Det, led Flat
FAC Tm
Det, 8lmm Mort Flat
s Det, S-2 (Bn Scouts)
#0 Tm, Btry F (Rein), 2d Bn, 11lth jar
2d Sqgd, 3d Plat (Rein), Co B, 1lst Engr Bn
Det, Hq Btry, 2d Bn, 1lth Mar, (NGF Spot Tm)

Btry F (-)(Rein), 2d Bn, 1lth Nar

3 Btry F (-)
Det, Hg Btry, 11th Mar

107mm Mort Btry (Rein), 2d Bn, 12th Mar

ki)

107rm Mort Btry ' ‘
Det, Mess Sec, Serv Plat, Hq Btry, 2d Bn, 12th lNar

2d Plat (Rein), Co B, 3d AmTrac Bn, FNF

2d Plat
Det, Co Hg, Co B, 3d AmTrac Bn

3d Plat (Hein), Co B, lst AT Bn

3d Plat
Det, Co Hg, Co B, 1st AT Bn

- 3d Plat (~-)(Rein), Co B, 1st Engr Bn

3d Plat (-)
set, kMed Plat, HuS Co, 1lst Engr Bn
Uet, Engr Spt Co, 1lst Engr En

2d Iat, Co B, lst NT Bn

24 Flat
Det, Maint Sev, Co Hg, Co B, 1lst NT Bn

100 Moo liess tfle #lat (Rein)

100, Recoilless Rifle Plat
bet, »d Plat, HS Go

UNCRASSIFIED

Capt TaTUs

Capt HARRIS
éapt MERRLTT
Lt GRESSLY .
Lt BUCHANAW

Lt TOTH

WO HENSON
Lt CHRISTIAMS
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5th Plat (-)(Rein), 3rd Force Recon Co, IFf Lt O'DONNELL
. 5th. Plat . i !
o Det, r:rachute Lalnt/ﬁpr Sec, Supply/berv Plat
3d Plat (Rem), Co B, 1st Recon Bn Lt GREEN
g Plat s o
. -_', Det, Medical Sec, Serv Plat, H/S Co, ;st Recon Bn
- m20 Plat (Reln) Co Q;ﬁlst Tk Bn, FUF T L Lt SKEX
rongeo o od Plat o ‘ :
ng‘ggg"Det’ Hg Sec, Co Hg, Co C 1st Tk Bn :
Det, H&S Co, 1st Tk, Bn
»,BLT Reserve LT _ : Capt PETTENGILL
) c m (Re:.n - | o |
e -
TR T Deto", H&S CD :

SR . Doty Med Plat SR o SRR
, L DEt, 81lmm Mort Plat S o ey
o DetyiS=2 (Bn Scouts) ‘ '
ro T, Btr v F (ﬁeln), 2d ‘Bn; 11th Lar

24 Entelligence

R , [

';'»- ke

e A Terrain, . OperatiOn DECKHOUSE TI was_gonducted 16 to 18 June i Qgggg_ﬁ

Tri:Province. of tne Republic of vietnam, . Ine. ‘arga 34 operaiions was a pre=
dommnately flat sandy.area. -All terrain features were as .prier to
confencenent 10 o1’ the operation wi e exception of the area adjacent to.the
stream 6000 meters inland from the beach, .This was reported to be cultlvated
in wetland rice vhereas in actuality the area was farmed in dry crops., The
.beach .report of. BIUE Beach stated that the inner sand bar, 40 to 60 yards off
the beach) might cayse LCVP to ground. .Although the landing took place::
three hoyrs.after low tide,.noats did ground and assault troops were forced

. };gguadgujnggggh four. to. five feet of water: to the b ch. An opposed 1and1ng
swould, haven.reqg 1r€3‘more .extensive { 3 s

.the beach. I

» Enem Sltuatlon. Prior to the landing it was estimated that only
1ocal force ong (VC) units were rresent in the area of operation, Very
little actual QOnLacu was made uuring the operation, However the 1nstal~
lations discovered and egquipment captured verified. reports by Vletnamese
civilians that a local force VC company operated in the AGA, In add;tlon
the three .VC kT4 were identified by local ‘officials as being local force ﬁc & 4
members: of-the conpany. -+The members of this unit evidently fled the area
of operations gndfor -went-into hiding when friendly.forces arr{vaa.

0
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3, Nission. As directed by the Special Landing Force'Fra% Order #1 for
Operation DECKIOUSE 11, the nission assigned to Battalion Landing Team 3/5
was: .

"Commencing at H and L-hours on D-day, land simultaneously by surface
and helo assault over BLUE Beach and HLZ STORK to seize LF Objectives 4, I,
C, U, E, and I’; on order conduct search and destroy operations in the Dong
Ha area. and establish a Beach Support Area to assist the Commanding General,
I1T Amphibious Force within the I Corps tactical zone." '

L. Concept of Operations. The Battalion Landing Team 3/5 scheme of maneuver
in the Dong Ha area during Operation DECKHOUSE Ii was planned to be conducted
in two phases over a period of seven to ten days, : .

a. Phasg I, In the conduct of Phase I, plans were made to: land Gompany
K over BIUE Beach to attack and seize Landing Force Objective ALFPHA; land
Company I over BLUE Beach to attack and seize Landing Force Objective BRAVO;
land Battery F over BLUE Beach to proceed to predesignated firing positions;
land 2d Platoon, Comrany B, 3d Amphibian Tractor Battalion over ELUE Beach
to land elements of Battalicn Landing Team 3/5, to assume beach defense and
to position Battery F; land 3rd Platoon, Company B, 1lst Antitank Battalion
and 2d Platoon, Company C, lst Tank Battalicn as provisional rifle platoons
to provide security for Battery F and Amphibian Tractor Flatoon; land Com-
pany L by helicopter in Landing Zone STORK to attack and seize Landing Force
Objective DELTA; land 107mm Mortar Battery by helicopter in Landing Zons
STORK to set up firing positions in the vicinity of the landing zonej land
2d Platoon, Company B, 1lst Motor Transport Battalion by helicopter in Landing
Zone STORK as a provisional rifle platoon to provide security for 107mm Mortar
Battery; maintain Company M aboard LPH-5 as Battglion Landing Team Reserves
land H&S Company and other combat service support elements by helicopter in
vicinity of Landing Force Objective BRAVO to establish the Command Post and
provide security for Command Group.

b, Phase Il. Phase 11 of Operation DECKHOUSE I1I was planned as follows:
Company L was to atbtack and seize Landing Force Objective ECHO; Company I
was to revert to Battalion Landing Team Reserve; Company M was to be landed
by helicopter in Landing Zone JAY to attack and seize Landing Force Objective
FOXTROT. Companies K, L, and M were to conduct search and destroy operations
within the 40A. S

5. Execution
a., D-day - 16 July 1966 , o
(1) Company X landed by LVTP-5 over BLUE Beach at 0630H (H-hour),

followed by Company I in LCVP at.0635H. :The landinge took plaoe without .
incident; both companies reported the beach secured and clear, At 0710H,

| Lﬂﬂﬂﬂ [ |
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Company I commenced movement to attack and seize Landing Force Objectiva
BRAVO, while Company K moved southwest toward Landing Force Objsctive ALFHA,.
Company L was helilifted at 0630H {L-<hour) imto Landing Zone STORKf o ‘
conteet was made. and the Landing Zone was reported secured. At OTABH,f the .
107mn Mortar Battery was helilifted into Landing Zene STORK and assuméd ﬂﬂﬂs
positions at YD 2907C1; once this was accomplished, Company L: ‘moved’ northweat
to secure Landing Force Objective DELTA, The Command Group was helilifted .

to YD 307727 at 1100H and fifty minutes later control of navél gun fire aid
artillery was passed ashore. At 1530H Battery F landed goross’ BUJE: Baagh

by LVIP-S and proceeded to designated: firing posibions at YD 3027?? )gl"ﬁ‘ the'
‘same tine, Company M was helilifted into Landing Zone STORK.  Godpafy M (»)
moved, into positions at YD 281695, leaving one’ platootn at- Landing zma STORK

88 1ocal aecurit.y for the 107mm Yortar Batiery. .

(2) Operations on D-day consisted of search and deatrwmhhti\onﬂ
by Companies 1; ¥y and-E—Company I SWept north from Landing Forece Objedtive
BHAVO | wmhraee&mrrorm » V‘j«_'e eompamfjm-
mediately-took yp-defensiv 57€ - UL TR L LT
operations southwest of Landing Force Object:.ve ALPHA and: Battﬂion Anding
Team Cbjective 1. Company L moved north and:mortheast from Lﬁﬁmgﬂom
Objective DELTA to Secure Landing Force Objsttiwe EGHO anid FOXTROT: ' Thevé

.-N8B no enemy contact on D-day, _

\ ) At "0720H, Company K, while moving from BLUE Beach %6 Anding
Force Objective ALPHA, discovered a cache at’ YD 322780.- This mmidadi{mm.-
. tion, maps, documents , packs, one ,3B cal pistbl and foiir blocks ‘of ‘TNY." * G-
pany K also found and destroyed two booby tréps in this same area. At 1055H, °
Company I found two freshly dug foxholes, dii;ing tools,: ricey 30 cali‘ber
brass, . two canteens ang a smoldering fire at' ID- 3047354+ At 1125H, ‘

... talked to an English speaking priest in the ‘village ofXan Phong who" “$o3d of
VC.operating out of the village at YD 280890. He also told-of’ mines’ ‘and
booby traps. in the vicinity of Battalion Landihg Tem Objoctive ’2.

s - (L) At 1L50H, Company I discovered one 9.8 Mauser riflg,” ninety
__rounds og ;ssorted -ammani t4. on, one block of TNT and<oné"frietion-pole grenade
at YD 29 750.

(5) By nightfall of D-day all Landirg Foree Objectives: had been
secured except for Landing Force Objective: CHARLIE, - Night defensive ‘posi~
..tiona were located as follows: .

(s) Battalion Landing Tean Command Post = 1D 30772?.~

(b) Company I - YD 292753,
(c) Company K - D 3167_06-‘
(d) Company L - YD 2637L7. .
B¢ Tsnrs~(1) -
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(e) Corpany M (-) - YD 281695

N (f£) 107mm Mortar Battery, relnforced with one platoon of Gom- |
ey M - YD 29070L

(g) Battery F - D 302727,
(h) Shore Party - YD 320723.

(6) During the night of D-day and early morning of D+l, Companies 1
, and K made contact with the enemy. At 1855H, Company K received small arms
‘“‘\\\\ fire and grenades from three VC located at YD 316706 who were hidden within
their perimeter. All three VG were killed and two Chinese burp guns were
taken. At 2300H, Company I fired on three groups of three VC moving along
the beach area. On the morning of D+1l, one Mauser rifle was found on the
beach near where the VC were fired upon., Company K also reported finding an
additional Chinese submachine gun and magazine on the same morning.

b, D+l - 17 July 1966

(1) At first light on D+1, all Battalion Landing Team 3/5 units were
engaged in search and destroy operations within the assigned AO4, Company I
conducted their search and destroy operation up to the Demilitarized’Zons,
" then returned to the south. Operating with Company I were three tanks from
3 the 2d Platoon, Company C, 1lst Tank Battalion; no enemy contact was made dur-
g ing the day. ,

- . (2) Company K conducted a search and destroy operation south and
southwest from Landing Force Ubjective ALPHA to Landing Force Objective CHARLIE.
Both companies primarily were concerned with searching villages in their
assigned area of operation. Neither company reported enemy contact.

T

(3) On D+1 Company L (~-) was helilifted from YD 262752 to YD 279719;
; one platoon was lifted separately to YD 285711 to establish a blocking posi-
: tion. Company L (=) conducted a search and destroy operation toward the
blocking force. After completing the sweep, Company L (~-) moved on towards
Landing Force Objective CHARLIE; no enemy contact was reported.

(L4) Company M conducted a search and destroy operation to the south-
ern boundary of the Battalion Landing Team 3/5 AOA at D 264635. There was
no enemy contact in this operation.

(5) Night defensive positions on D+l were as 'follows:
(a) Battalion Landing Team Command‘Post‘-vYD 307727,
; (b) Company I - YD 325699.
r ‘ Enclosure | (1) .
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ompany K - YD 305603,

(d) Company L - D 283700,

(e) Company M - YD 264635,

(f) 107mm Mortar Battery - YD 290701,

(g) Reconnaissance Platoon (Division) - YD 302688.
(h) Reconnaissance Platoon (Force) - YD 260754
(1) Battery F - YD 302727.

(6) .During the night of D+1, there was no enemy contact reported by
units of the Battalion Landing Team.

¢, D+2 - 18 July 1966

(a) At 080CH on D+2 the Specis Landing Force cama under operational
control of the 11l Marine Amphi : plelta). This ended
OUperation DECKHOUSE II,

6. Results
T a. EEEEZ '
(1) The following is an assessment of VC personnel casualtics inflict-
ed by Battalion Landing Tean 3/5:
(a) 3 - VC KIA (Body Count).

(2) The following is a compilation of enemy equlpment and material
captured and/or destroyed by Battalion Landing Team 3/5:

(a) 1 - .38 cal Smith and Wesson revolver.
(b) 2 - German 9.8 Mauser rifles.

(¢) 1 - U.S. .30 cal submachine gun,

(d) 1 - French 9mm submachine gun.

(e) 1 - Chinese burp gun.

(f) L4 - Wooden handle hand grenades.

\(g) 1

Large signal drum,
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(h) 1 - Burp gun magazine with 150 rounds.
(1) 20 - .30 cal rounds.

(3) 1 - 7.62mm clip with ten rpunds.

(k) 1 - Brown beret with insignia.
(1) 2 - Bushel of rice.
(m) 1 - Bushel of sweet potatoes.

(n) Numerous packs and equipment, both U,S. and foreign.
(o) Numerous documents, maps and notebooks.

(p) 5 - Blocks of Chinese explosives,

(g). 2 - Booby trags.

b, Friendly

™~ (1) Casualties sustained by Battalion Landing Team 3/5 are summariz-
ed below:

(a) Non-Battle Gasualties - 17.
E Heat - 8.

2 Injuries - 9.
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f. Contact with the enemy was limited, except in .two encoiinters, to
units of under twenty or thirty NVA, Actions with five or ten NVA predomi-
nated the action, The small units appeared 10 be one of two types: those
who were assigned to delay and harass friendly units and those who had be-
come separated from their present units and stumbled into contact with
Battalion Landing Team 3/5, ‘

g+ The most significant encounters with NVA forces occured op 22 July

~~and 2 July, “Oompany M isved out on the morning of 22 July in reaction to

8 report by an NVA captive who reported a regimental headguarters site to

be in the vicinity of Hill 31l in grid square YD 0262, Company M searched

the xrea discovering 200 %5 300 reinforced bunkers, These were new bunkers,
covered by fresh foliage and had recently been abandoned. Company M con-

tinued its search around Hill 314 and at YD 034625 came under heavy auto-
matic weapons fire and grenade bombardment from an estimated forty to foyty—~
five NVA, The NVA were positioned in bunkers reinforced by logs and were
occupying high ground above Company M, who was then in a draw. Some of ths

NVA were bandaged from previous wounds. - An Army of the Rop»éﬂv \ of Vietnam
(ARVN) interperter with Company M repeatedly called for the WVA'to surrender

but they refused to do so. Company M then returned f e, mareuvered against

and overran the NVA position., Theresults of tihe actidn were seventeen NVA

KIA (Body Count) and seven weapons captured,

h. 'The most significant contact of the opexation took placei1215H 2
July when Company I encountered strong enemy positiong -at YD 013616, Com-
pany 1 was moving along a ridge line on a narrow trail when the lead element
of the company came under heavy automatic weapons fire and grenade bombe
ardment. Within minutes the lead element:s of the company were pinned down
by fire. The jungle was so thick at the point of contact that often muzzle
flashes could not be seen when enemy forcies were firing at point blank range,
Company I was then taken under fire by mortars. Artillery and air strikes
were called in and automatic weapons fire slowed down and the mortar fire
temporarily ceased, By this time the Comreanding Of'ficer of Company I estimat-
ed that he was under attack by two NVA Ciompanies, At 1640H Company I attempt-
ed medical evacuation of the wounded but /the helicopters receiyed an intense
volume of fire and were forced out of thip area, At about 1700H the mortar
fire on Company I positions resumed, . T ' :

i. At 1735H Company K, moving toward | Gompany I from the southeast, made
contaot with an estimated forty to fifty' rv,;#-falm,,yso;my;or m,ow&w.

The NVA were positioned in bunkers reinfoz'ged with loge.. Company K returned
fire, maneuvered and then withdrew a shord; distange %o bring in artillery and
alr strikes, The fire was called in and .'the Tesults of the action were seven
NVA KIA (Body Count), and an estimated th:|rty«five WVA KIA (Frobable).
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J. Company I continued to receive mortar and automatic weapons fire
until about 2010H when artillery fire was directed at suspected mortar
: positions in the vicinity of YD 021628, Two secondary explosions resulted
¢ and Company I received no more incoming mortar fires Company I did re- - I
: ceive heavy small arms fire during the rest of the night and during moast
of the following day.

k. Reports by the company commanders and reports from NVA captives
definitely established the enemy force facing those companies was an NVA
Battalion. NVA captives identified the unit as the 6th Battalion, 812th
Regiment of the 32B NVA Division., This battalion was compoSed on thres
rifle companies of a strength of ninety to ninety-five sach and a heavy
weapons company armed with four 82mm mortars and four 57mm recoilless
rifles.

1. When the a&tion ceased and an evaluation of the battle area could be
accomplished, the following enemy losses were assessed: twenty-five NVA
KIA (Body Count); one hundred twenty-one NVA KIA (Probable); thirty NVA
‘WIA (Possible); three mortars captured or destroyed; twenty-seven rifles
and submachine guns captured; one 57mm recoilless rifle destroyed; one
12.7mm machine gun destroyed; over two hundred grenades destiroyeéd; over
15,500 rounds of ammo captured; over fifty-two mortar and AT rounds
destroyed; and numerous packs and uniforms captured and destroyed.

m. Eight major enemy installations were discovered by Battalion Land~-
i ing Team 3/5 in the zone of action. ©ix of these installations could each
= accomadate a battalion size or larger unit. A number of smaller living

] areas were also discovered. The major installations were:

- (1) 1916254 - Company L discovered at YD 040620 what appeared %o be

- a battalion size Command Post. Eight huts were found, over one hundred

" and forty prepared bunkers and holes and about tweniy plgs -and chickens,

No documents or items of equipment were found, but the ‘area had been evacuat~
ed quite recently.

(2) 20100H -~ A patrol from the 106mm RR Flatoon discovered at 1D
098619 what appeared to be a political reception center for the new North
: Vietnamese Troops. The site included a hut and seven large bunkers. Two
i sacks of propaganda material were found at ‘the site including posters,
: pamphlets, leaflets, paper North Vietnamese Flags and receipt books that
appeared to be used for recording membership in party organizations. Found
also were three large banners which said (translated liberally): "Weloome
I to0 the liberation of South Vietnam, National Liberation Front", "Help
: defeat the American Imperialists and their Lackies", and "Save the people
from Ky and his government of thieves". The site had recently been-occupisd;
the diggings were fresh; food including fresh bread and fruit was found.
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(3) 201610H - Company K discovered at ¥ Oth98 a battalion or
possibly regimental sized Command Poct and a bivouaq)location, The area
included over three hundred packs, over five hundr a,sixty uniforms,  three
hundred twenty-three blue sweat shirts, four hundreH thirtv-five shelter
halves, two hundred ninety-seven pair of Ho Chi kinh sandals, two hundred
Sixty-eight Lachettes, and numercus magazines and rounds (mostly 12.7mm).
There was a great deal of expended 12,7mm brass abcut the area and about
seventy pounds of documents including letters, diaries, and instruction books
on mortars and heavy weapons., The area included tables, benches, class room
type areas, two large huts and over four hundred bunkers and shelter holes,
All gear was new or almost new and in excellent condition,

(L) 21092CH - Company ¥ found at YD 024618 an area believed to be a
battalion sized bivouac area. The area contained over two hundred recently
used bunkers and shelter holes. Captured at the site were six thousand rounds
of 12.7mm ammunition, seventy-seven pounds of TNT block, thirty pounds of TNT
flake, eleven Anti-tank mines, claymore mines, forty-five nonelectric blasting
caps, elghty-eight pressure pull type fuses, one mine sweeper, five hundred
feet time fuse, two crimpers, one splicer, four reels of communications wire,
four weapons, forty pounds of documents including engineer training manuals,
diaries and letters, and various items of 782 type gear. The bivouac site
obviously supported an engineer battalion which vacated in a great hurry
less than 2, hours in advance of Company M's arrival.

(5) 231000H = Company M discovered at YD 033627 an area which con-
tained four large huts and twenty to thirty large bunkers. The complex was
protected by both entrances by a system of fortified positions. Two NVA
were sighted in this complex and were killed,

(6) 220930H - Corpany M investigated an NVA captives report. of:a -
regimental size Command Post lotated in the vicinity of Hi1l 31l in grid
square 0262, Company h found on the northeast side of Hill 31k over two
hundred freshly prspared bunkers reinforced with logs and covered by fresh
foliage. The area had been vacated less than 2l hours prior but no equipment
or docunents were found,

(7) 231555H - Company I at YD 017607 discovered a battalion size bive
ouac site and a large supply of enemy equipment. In the area of the cache
was an NVA soldier who had deserted and surrendered. The following items
were captured in the cache: two Chinese submachine guns; one AN/PRC-10 radio;
forty-eight wooden handle grenades; one hundred eight rounds .30 caliber an-
munition; seven hundred thirty-eight 7.62mm rounds, two large canvas bags
probably covers for heavy mortars, S2mm mortar ¢cleaning gear; one flag; thirty-
two pair sneakers; twelve full rucksacks; twenty-five kahki uniforms; numerous
items of 782 gear and medical supplies; and numerous diaries, letters and -
assorted documents. All items of equipment were new or in excellent condition.
About eighty to one hundred bunkers (two or four man) were found in.the area. .
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(8) 241155H - An H&S Company patrol located an enemy bivouac site
at YD 083614 - again for a battalion sized unit. The area included four
huts and about one hundred forty reinforced bunkers. 4 limited amount
of gear and documents was found,

Although Battalion Landing Team 3/5 made contact with only
one identified unit (The éth Battalion, 812th Regiment) and, as stated
before, met most of its resistance in the form of small delaying groups
it is estimated that at least one NVA Regiment and an Engineer Battalion
occupied the zone of action prior to Battalion Landing Team 3/5's arrival,
It is possible that the headquarters of the 324B Division may also have
been located in the area, The facilities were there but the interpetation
of the captured documents, letters and diaries will have the verify this
conjecture, ‘

3. Mission, As directed by Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious
Force, Battalion Landing Team 3/5 was to aggressively conduct search and
destroy operations in assigned areas of responsibility. (see Tab A)

L. Concept of Operation, Battalion Landing Team conducts search and
destroy operations within assigned TAOR with four rifle companies ex-
ecuting search and destroy operations from east to west within assigned
zones of action, '

5« Ixecution

a. D2 - 18 July 1966

(1) Battery F was lifted by helicopter commencing at 0830H to
assigned firing positions south of Cam Lo; the battery wws in position
ready to fire by 1620H., At 1215H Companies M and L were lifted by
helicopter to Landing Zone CROW. The Landing Zone received moderate
small arms and automatic weapons fire and Company M met enemy reslstance
as it secured the Landing Zone., By 1330H solid contact with the enemy
was established, Air strikes were called, and Company M overran the
enemy positions located at YD 043623, Of an approximate forty khaki-
clad enemy, Company M counted twenty-one KIA, two WIA, and eighteen WIA
(Possible). Captured were one .30 cal machine gun; one .50 cal machine
gun; five 7.62 automatic rifles; six 7.62 semi-automatic rifles; ten
wooden hand grenades, two AT mines; one AT rocket launcher; and 1000
rounds of small arms ammo,

(2) Company L found ten rounds small arms ammunition after
landing in Landing Zone CROW but had no enemy contact until 1810H when
an unknown number of NVA were encoutered at YD 060610, This action
resulted in one NVA KIA, '
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(3) Companies I and K landed by helicopter in Landing Zone
DOVE at 1330H. They encountered no enemy resistance as they landed or
when they pushed forward to the west,

(4) At 1730H Company L received machine gun and automatic rifle
fire from an estimated twenty NVA at YD 060612, Company L returned the
fire, resulting in two NVA KIA (Body Count) and five KIA (Probable),
One sub-machine gun was captured and one ,30 caliber machine gun was
destroyed,

(5) At dusk on D+2, Battalion Landing Team 3/5 units were in
positions as follows:

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post -~ YD 083604.

(b) Company I - YD 076605,
(c) Company K - YD 065607,
(d) Company L - YD 049619,

(e) Company M - YD 049622,

(f) Battery F - YD 117579,

(g) Division Reconnaissance (1) - YD 080597.
(h) Division Reconnaissance (2) - YD 066605,
(1) Force Reconnaissance - YD 052619,

be D3 - 19 July 1966

(1) There was little contact during the morning of D43, At
O€50H Compeny L received three 60mm mortar rounds at YD 049619,
Company M at YD 043623 found two additionsl bodies from the action of
D+2. At O845H Company I found a seven round e¢lip of ammunition on a
trail at YD 071597.

(2) During the afternoon of D+3 contact was made by Company L
al YD 045625 with a NVA Platoon armed with automastic weapons, Company L
returned fire and killed four NVA (Body Count) with two WIA (Confirmed).
Ihey captured two automatic weapons and one rifle, At 1408H, Company
K brought fire to bear on three NVA's at YD 058608, resulting in one
WIA (Confirmed) and three captured hand grenades, At 1815H Company K
at YD 049605 found one dead NVA believed to have been wounded in an

»
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D+3, Battalion Landing Team units were in positions as follows:
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lhe soldier was armed with a new semi-automatic rifle
Also in the area was a large cache of packs,

At dusk on

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 083604,

(b) Company I - YD 070596,

(e) Company K - YD 051605,

1

(d) Company L - YD 039617,

(e) Company M - YD 039617,

(f) Battery F - YD 117579,

(g) Division Reconnaissance (1) - YD 080597,

(h) Division Reconnaissance (2) - YD 066605,

(1) Force Reconnaissance - YD 092619,

(b) During the night of D+3, there was no enemy qontast by
any units of the Battalion Landing Team,

Dtk - 20 July 1966.

(1) At first light on D+ all Battalion Landing

Team Companias

resumed search and destroy operations west in their assigned TOAR's,
Reconnaissance elements of Battalion Landing Team 3/5 came under the
operational control of Reconnaissance Group Brave at O700H to perform
rissions as directed in support of Task Force Delta operations,

four NVA but reporied no results,

(2) At 06L45H a Company L Observation Post at YD 038622 fired on

truction of the NVA Headquarters located at YD 040620,

fled to the northwest.

three, capturing two, and.wounding one,
site of a Regimental Command Post,

At 0915H Company L completed des-

At O9L5H Company

‘M at YD 028616 brought three NVA under fire, killing one, The others

(3) At 1130H Company M fired on five NVA's at YD 022610, killing

This area appeared to be the
Captured were two Chinese 7,62 semi-

automatic rifles, one light machine gun, one M-14 rifle (eerial number
520895), thirty hand grenades, fifteen boxes of ammunition, over two
hundred packs, and forty to fifty lbs of documents, At

killed one NVA at YD 030614,

1215H Company L

At 1300H an H&S Company patrol discovered

a bivouac site at YD 098619 containing propaganda materials, The area

| UHGLASSIFIED
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appeared o be a reception center for incoming NVA troops. At 1610H
Company K discovered a second bivouac area containing over three hundred
packs, a large quantity of equipment and mortar instruction manuals., At
1815H Company L fired on and killed two NVA (Body Count) at YD 025610,
capturing two others; all were armed with hand grenades, At C100H a patrol
from Company K ambushed an estimated ten to fifteen NVA at YD 041596, A
daylight search of the area revealded no confirmed KIA.

(5) By dusk on D+,, Battalion Landing Team uniis were in positions
as follows: :

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 08360L.
(b) Company I - YD 062589,
(¢) Company K - YD 039594,
(d) Company I - YD 023608,

(e) Company M - YD 025612,

(f) Battery F - YD 117579.

(6) During the night of D44, Company L at 2105H, smbushed an NVA
squad at YD 019609 resulting in three NVA KIA (Body Count), four NVA KIA
(Probable), and the capture of one .50 caliber machine gun, one automatic
rifle, snd one anti-tank weapon.,

de D45 - 21 July 1966

(1) A1l Battalion Lending Team c¢ompanies continued their search
and destroy opersiions west through the assigned Battalion Landing Team
TAOR.

(2) Company M at 0920H located prepared positions at YD 024618
and found TNI, C-4, blasling caps and other equipment. The areas contained
two hundred or more bunkers and shelter holes, as well as a hospital and
a mess hall, At 1520H, a Company K ratrol at YD 038592 made contact with
one NVA who withdrew under fire., At 1700H Company M discovered a Chinese
Communist mine detector at YD 028618. Also at 1700H two NVA bodies and
twelve graves were found in the same location, The casualties were ap-
parenily caused by artillery fire, or an earlier contact with Company L
or Company M,

Gnclosure (2)
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(3) By dusk on D+5, Battalion Landing Team units were in pos-
ition as follows:

(2) Bettalion Lending Team Command Post - YD 08360&,

(B) Company I - YD OLBSBB.

(¢) Company K - YD 038595.‘

(d) Company L - YD 010607.
(e) Company M - YD 023612,
(f) Battery F - YD 117579.

e, D+6 - 22 July 1966

(1) Continuing search and destroy operaiions to the west, com-
pany M resched Hill 314 (grid square YD 0262), which intelligence
.sources indicated was the site of a regimental Command Post, Search:
revealed numerous fighting holes but no abandoned equipment, At 1300H
one NVA soldier was fired on and killed at YD 024625; one 7.62mm semi-
automatic rifle was recovered. '

(2) At 1545 Company M received heavy automatic weapons fire and
a grenade bombardment from an estimated thrity to forty NVA in the vicinity
of YD 034625. Some of the NVA were wounded, although an ARVN interpreter
repeatedly demanded their surrender, resistance continued and Company M
overran the position. The action resulted in twenty NVA KIA (Body Count)
and one .30 caliber machine gun captured.

(3) While evacuating wounded from this aciion, Company M wes
taken under fire from YD 034623, Returning fire, the enemy position
was overrun and two NVA were killed (Body Count) and two automatic
rifles captured.

oo {4) AL 1700H an ambush patrol of Company L fired on four NVA in
the vieinity of YD 025610, Shortly thereafter a sauad from Company L
reinforced the patrol and continued the action., This encounter resulted
in four NVA KIA (Body Count); one NVA KIA (Probable); and one 7. 62mm
seml—automatlc rlfle captured.

(5) At 18&5H near YD 026608 Company I encountered twelve to
fifteen NVA with automatic weapons, Fire was returned and the enemy
withdrew.
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(6) Night positions on D+6 were as follows:

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 083604,

(b) Company I - YD 019607.

(c) Company K - YD 028612,

(d) Company I - YD 005600,
(e) Company M - YD 034623,
(f) Battery F - YD 117579,

(7) In defensive positions at YD 005600, Company L at 2045H re-
ceived ten rounds of incoming mortar fire. The firing ceased, then re-
sumed at 2210H. At this time, Company H, 2d Battalion, 1st Marines sight-
ed muzzle flashes, reporting their position to Battalion Landing Team 3/5.
Artillery fire directed on this target resulted in secondary explosions
and cessation of the firing. Company H reported definite destructlon of
the mortar and three NVA KIA (Probable).

f. D7 - 23 July 1966

, (1) Farly on D+7 at OOLOH Company M was again taken undsr fire
from YD 034625, Fire was returned resulting in two NVA KIA (Body Count);
two NVA KIA (Probable); four WIA (Confirmed%; and one captured semi-
automatic rifle,

(2) At 0815H Company L fired on and killed one NVA at YD 010605;
one Mauser rifle was captured,

(3) At 1000H Company M sighted three NVA in a clearing. in the
vicinity .of ¥YD 033627, Friendly fire resulted in two NVA KIA (Body Count),
one NVA WIA (Confirmed), and the capture of one Chinese submachine gun..

At the same t ime Company K discovered one dead NVA at YD 025611, who ap-~
parently had died as a result of artillery or sir strikes,

(4) Company I at 1105H sighted two NVA near YD 018602, Fire was
delivered, resulting in the capture of one 57mm recoilless rifle with
two rounds, one NVA KIA (Body Count), one NVA WIA (Confirmed) and one
NVA captive,

(5) At 1530H Company K found one dead NVA in a stream bad, coord-
inates YD 029613, The soldier had died of bullet woynds and carried no
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(6) At 1555H Company I discovered a large equipment cache at.
YD. 017607, In the immediate vicinity was one NVA soldier wie surrendered
when sighted, The cache contained twe Chinese submachine gunsi one
AN/PRC-10 radio; forty-eight hand grenades; fourteen plastic gas masis;
and ‘a large store of ammunition and equ;pment‘

&) At 1830H an outpost from the 107mmlMortar Battzry reported
thres to fivé NVA in the vicinity of YD 052624, Artillery fire seored
direct hits on the NVA p)Sltion, resulting in an estimated five NVA
KIA (Probdble)

(8) Night posltlons on D+7 were as follows: °
(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 8036Qk.
(b) Company I - YD 016609,
(c) Company K - YD 028612,
* (@) Company 1. - YD 005600,
(e) Company M = YD 034623..
(f)‘BanLeryrF - YD t17379..
(9) At 2230H Company L received smipaw fire from YD 005605
Fire was returned, resulting in one NVA KIi (Bodyycnunt) and: ths~caphumm

of one Chnnese Communlst semi-automatlc riflea

g D+8 4 24 July 1966

(1) At O700H on: D+& Company L was appreached at. YD 008605 by twe
NVA soldiers wearing cemouflaged utilities and U.S.. helmets. BRegause of
the possibility they might be Marines, the soldiers were: allowad te con-
tinue their approach. Ths NVA opened fire and fled. One was. killed; Bub.
the other was able te make gooed an escape.,

(2) At 11154 Compeny I discovered.twanﬁyabne‘NVA bodiss near -
YD 016617, The bodies were: 3 to 4 days: oId and: had: haen found in: the:
area of Company L's 202105H ambush.

(3) At 1115H a patrol from the 107mm: Nortap Bathery encountered:
four NVA near an enemy bivouac site ab. YD 08361i. They were: brought.
under fire, but no casualties were reparted, The: NVA soldiiers. wers. armed:
with one Browning Automatic Riflae,. two ~30 calibep—carbmnas, and! ons:

G- Frenoh submachine gun. o
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(4) At 1200H Company I made contact with thres NVA near YD 011616
on a well used trail running north and south through the ares, One NVA
was killed and t wo were captured, along with two rounds of 82mm mortar
ammunition., Later, at 1215H, Company I was brought under fire in the
vicinity of YD 013616, Small arms fira was received from both sides in
addition to incoming mortar rounds., Preliminary interrogation of captives
indicated a force of one hundred NVA positioned near Hill 314 (YD 022622);
that another ninsty-five were moving north 500 meters from the action; and
that mortar emplacements were located near YD 015629, Company I returned
fire but an accurate damage assesment was made impossible by the thick
vegetation, '

(5) At 1425H Company I received mortar and automatic wespons fire
while moving up a small draw at the base of Hill 362 (YD 011616). The
enemy advanced as close as thirty yards, but were repulsed by intense
fire from Company I,

d (6) Two hours later, air strikes were directed by Company I at

YD 018623, At this time, all incoming mortar fire ceased, At 16L0H Com-
pany I attempted a medical evacuation of casualties, but heavy fire forced
the helicopter out of the area,

(7) At 1705H Company I again received mortar fire and moved to
positions higher on Hill 362 (YD 011617).

(8) Moving to the assistance of Company I, Company K at 1735H
made contact with thirty to forty NVA near YD 018614, Assaulting elements
of Company K killed six NVA (Body Count) and three NVA (Probable),

(9) Night positions on D+8 were as follows:

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 083604.
(b) Company I - YD 011616,
(¢) Company K - YD 018616,

(d) Company L - YD 005600,

]

(e) Company M

YD 025636,
(f) Batvery F - YD 117579, _
(10) At 2010H artillery fire was directed at suspected morter
positions near YD 021628, Two secondary explosions were observed and
incoming mortar fire eeased in Company I's positions, It is estimated
that iwo moriars of unknown caliber were destroyed,

Znclosure (2)
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(11) At 2130H a2 107mm Mortar Battery Observation Post took an
estimated NVA squad under fire at YD 055606 It is estimated that three
NVA were killed (Probable).

3121 Sansaguy

1 August 1966

(12) At 2335H Company M was probed at YD 025636 by five NVA,
Fire was returned, resulting in an estimated two NVA KIA (Probable),

h, D9 - 25 July 1966

(1) During the early morning of D+9, Company I was continually
probed by forces of an estimated two NVA reinforced compsnies., These
probes continued until O430H when the enemy broke contact, At 0015H, one
NVA walked into the lines of Company L at coordinates YD 005605; when
challenged, he ran and was killed by small arms fire, Six hand granadqs
were recovered, but the NVA cerrled no weapon,

(2) At 0950H an air observer reported the sighting of two NVA
bodies, one damaged mortar, and one rifle at YD 014627, This damage was
evidently the result of artillery fire directed into this area the night
of 24 July. _

(3) At 1000H Company L encountered one NVA YD 016607, The
soldier was killed and his semi-automstic rifle captured. At 1500H a
patrol from Company L sighted seven NVA (YD 011612) and opened fire,
killing one who was armed with three hand grenades, Later at 1630H
' Company L was attacked by approximately twenty NVA at YD 011616,
Returning fire, Company L killed four (Body Count) with ten KIA (Probable)

(k) At 1645H Company L received.threexincoming:grenades»of-an
unknown tear gas agent. The attack, which took place at YD 011617, caused
only minor eye irritation which was not long lasting, Although the grenade
canisters were never found, it was reported inat ulie agent was neithes
GS nor CN.

(5) Company K at 1700H conducted a search of YD 018617, an area
which was occupied by NVA troops the afternoon and evening of 24 July,
Six bodies were discovered along with numerous blood and .drag trails,
indicating an additional thirty NVA KIA (Probable). A large store of
equipment was captured including machine guns, submachine guns, one M-1)
rlfle, hand grenades, demo]itions, and uniforme.,

(6) By 1715H Company I had completed a patrol search of the area
around YD 011617, Fourteen NVA bodies were found, slong with blood and -
drag trails indicsting thrity-six NVA KIA (Probable),

(7) Night positions on D49 were as follows:

(a) Batﬁalion Laﬁding Tesm Command Post - YD 083604,

 [SDCLASSIFIED| e @
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(b) Company I - YD 011616,
{c) Company X - YD 011616,
(d) Company L - YD 011616,
(e) Company M - YD 020635,

(f) Battery F - YD 117579,

i, DHI0 - 26 July 1966

(1) The 11th day of the operation was relatively quiet, with
contact consisting chiefly of small probes, Company M joinad Companies
I, K, and L in preparation for ithe foot novement to a newly assigned
TAOR (ses Tab b),

- (2) Night positions on D+10 were as follows:
(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 083604.
(b) Company I - YD 011616,
(¢) Company K - YD 011616.
(d) Company L - YD 011616,

" (e) Company M - YD 011616,

(f) Battery F -~ YD 117579.

Jo DH11 - 27 July 1966

(1) Continuning to probe company positions atop Hill 362, five
to six NVA attacked Company L at 0015H, The hand grensde and small arms
attack was repulsed with unknown results,

(2) After conducting intensive air strikes and artillery prep-
aration, C~mpanies I, K, L, and M moved by f~~t westward to designated
positions in the new TAOR The Battalion Landing Team Conmand Post
displaced by helicopter, : ‘

(3) At 0815H on the 27th Company I received sniper fire from
two NVA at YD 011617. Fire was returned, resulting in one NVA KIA (Body
Count) and one NVA captive, Also captured were two Chinese submachine guns.

UHGLASSIFED
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(4) At 1100H Company M was approachsd at YD 014617 hy a Montan-
ard farmer who had been forced to work for the NVA and now wanted to
surrender, He was accordingly taken prisoner and returned to higher
headquarters for interrogation.

(5) No other contact was reported during the march; night
positions on D+11 were as follows: .

-

(a) Battalion Landing Tesm Command Post - XD 979585,

(b) Company I - XD 989596,

(c) Company K - XD 997595,
(d) Company L - XD 988593,
. (e) Company M - XD 995597,

' (£) Battery F - XD 117579,

(6) At 2030H a Command Post Porward Observer reported the sighting
of three small lights blinking on and off near YD 985606. As it was sus-
pected that these lights were aiming devices for mortars, artillery was
fired at the target., Two secondary explosions resulted and it is est-
imated at least three NVA were killed.

k. DH12 - 28 July 1966

(1) The following companies conducted search ‘and destroy oper-
ations against NVA Forces in the grid squares indicated:

(a) Company K - XD 9760.
(b) Company L - XD 966C,
(¢) Company M - XC 9860, XD 9960, and XD 0060.

(2) At 1215H Company M found a cache at XD 999593 of enemy equiﬁ-
ment as follows: one machine gun barrel case, one bayonet scabbard, one
map case, four blankets, six ponchos, forty-one sweat shirts, twelve sets
of khaki uniforms, six undershirts, twelve drawers, four pairs of socks,
five rice bags, five hammocks, two pairs of sneakers, one canteen, one
ammo magazine with one hundred fifty 7.62 rounds, forty feet detonating
cord, and two hundred pounds of TNT. The area had four defensive holes-
but was unoccupied,

Enclosure (2)
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{3) At 1315H Company M found snothsr cache at XD 999593 which
included fourteen sweat shirts, eighty-four trousers, eighty-one khaki
shirts, nine hand grenades, thrity hammscks, five bags medical supplies
and forty.drawers. The area had been used for one or two days before
discovery.

(4) At 14L00H Company K received ten to twenty rounds of sniper
fire in the vicinity of XD 987592 from three or four NVA, Company K
returned the fire with unknown results; enemy fire ceased.

(5) At 1605H Company L made contact with four or five NVA snipers
at XD 965603, Artillery was directed against this location., A search of
the area revealed no trace of the enemy,

(6) At 1815H Company I moved into the Battalion Command Post area
to provide Command Post security and assume the mission of Battalion Reserve.

(7) Night positions on D+12 were as follows:
(a) Battalion Tanding Team Command Post -~ XD 979505,

(b) Company I - XD 979585,

(c) Company K -~ XD 987592,
(d) Company L - XD 985594,
XD 994598,

(£) Battery F - YD 117579,

(e) Company M

1. D13 - 29 July 1966

(1) At 09154 Compeny K (the lead element) commenced movement
toward Landing Zone BLUZJAY (vicinity XD 983563) for subsequent helilift
to USS PRINCETON., Other units following in trace were elements of H&S
Company, and the 2d Platoon, Company B, 1st Motor Transport Battalion,
Company I provided rear security on the march, The helilift was completed
by 1610H,

(2) Battery I commenced helift from vicinity YD 117579 at O900H
to USS PRINCETON and were transported by boat from PRINCETON to USS
ALAMO,

(3) During the afternoon the 2d Platoon, Company B, 1st Motor

Transport Battalion, and Companies I and K were transported by boat from
the USS PRINCZION to assigned shipping.

16
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(L) At 1227H a patrol from Company M sighted twenty-five 1o
thirty NVA at XD 989613 digging & mortar position and a 50 caliber
machine gun position. An artillery mission was .conducted iqllowed by
an air strike; four direct napalm and six 500 pound bomb hits wers =~
delivered., Istimate; fifteen NVA KIA (Frobsble), one S2mm mortar ‘
destroyed and one 12,7mm machine gun destroyed (Probable)

(5) During a search conducted by Company M a trail eight to t
feat wide was discovered in the general aree of grid squares XD 01,611 tkq
9661; it was noted that tall trees were pulled and lashed togehh@r o
complete the jungle canopy over the trail., The trail showed signs gf
frequent use. The trail extended the length of the ridge line and had
communications wire installed throurhout its length. J

(6) Night positions on D+13 were as follows:

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post -~ XD 979585,
(b) Company L - XD 985594,
(¢) Company M - XD 987591,

m. D+14 - 30 July 1966

(1) At 0830H on D+1k4, Companies L and M and the remsinder of
H&S Company commenced movement toward Landing Zone BLUZJAY (XD 985562)
Heligopters lifted the first elements of qampany‘H at 1305H, and hy
ﬂ;%éﬁ)all units of Battalion Landing Te. W

Siripping,
e 1F

(2) The Special Landlng Force reverted to the operavional control

UNGLASSIFIED S

of Commander Task Group 70. 5 at 15T5H,

6. Results
a., dnemy

(1) The following is an assessment of NVA personnel casualties
inflicted by Battalion Landing Team 3/5: °

(a) NVA KIA (Body Count) - 155,
(b) NVA KIA (Probable) - 167.°
(c) NVA WIA (Confirmed) - 12.
(d) NVA WIA (Possible) -~ LS.
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(e)

(2) The
captured and/or

(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)
(e)
(£)
(g)
(h)
(1)
(3)
(k)
(1)
(m)
(n)
(o)
(p)
(q)
(r)
(s)
(t)
(u)

DECLASSIFIED

NVA CAPTIVE -7 (2 died of wounds after interrogation)

following is a compilation of enemy equipment and material

destroyed by Battalion Landing Team 3/5;
L7 - Soviet 7.62 Assault Hifle AK-47.

7 - Mauser Chinat 7.62,

2 -~ Soviet RP6 Gernada Launchers.'

2 - US M-14 Rifles,

W
)

.30 calibsr Machine Guns.

2 «50 caliber Machine Guns,

2

Soviet Carbine, M1944,

22 - Soviet 7.62 Carbine SKS,

W
[

Soviet RPD 7.62 light Machine Guns,

n

-~ 57mm Recoiless Rifles,

2 - US M-3 ,45 caliber Submachine Guns.

-
!

Mine Detector, VIM203,
3 - 82mm Mortars,

1 12,7mm Heavy Machine Guns.,

28,553 Rounds, small arms amhunition.
9,700 - Rounds, 12,7mm ammunition.

369 - Hand gernades.

6 - spare ,30 caliber Machine Gun barrels.
75 - Gntrenching tools,

1,020 - dlectric blasting ecaps.

132 - Pounds TNT,

swm}@lﬁgg{lﬂ@m Tnelosure (2)
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(v) 1 - AN/PKC-10 Radio s
(w) 1 - Field Phone

(x) 21 - 82m Mortar Rounds
(y) 17 - 60mm Mortar Rounds

(z) 22

f

LAWS

(aa) 1 - Claymorse mine

(bb) 5 -Anti Tank Rockets

(ce) 235 - Yards Comm wire

(dd) 898 - Kheki uniform shirts
(ee) 853 - Khaki uniform trousers
(ff) 810 - Packs with equipment
(gg) 443 - Shelter halfs

(hh) 297 - Pair "Ho Chi Minh " sandals
(1i) 41 - Pair Sneakers

(33) 269 - Machete Knives

(kk) 10 Map cases

(11) 114 - Mosquito nets

(mm) 88 - Pressure-pull typs fuses,
(nn) 223 - Ponchos, .

(oo) 55 - Pounds medical supplies,

(pp) 76 - Canteens.
(qa) 33 - Crenade pouches. 5
(rr) 32 - Cooking pots. |
(ss) 11 - 57mm Recoilless Rifle rogpast
. Enolosure (2):
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(tt) 28 - Gas masks,

(uu) 7 - Canvas weszpon bags (82mm mortar).

(vv) 3 - Helmets,

(ww) 173 - Hammocks

(xx) 1 - Splicer.

(yy) 1 - Crimper,

(zz) 1 - Hand drill.

(a@a) 15 - Antitank mines,

(bbb) 450 - pounds documents, diaries, and

b. Friendly
(1) Casualties sustained by Battalion Landing Team 3/5 are summariz-

ed below:

e

(a)

()

(c)

(d)

(e)

Killed in Action - 48,
1 Gunshot - 42,

2 Shrapnel - 6,

Died of Wounds - 3.
1 Gunshot - 2.

2 Shrapnel - 1.

Wounded in Action - 162,
1 Gunshot - 25,

2 Shrapnel - 137,

Deaths, Non-Battle -~ 2,
1 Shrapnel - 1.
2 Malaria -1,

Non-Battle Casualties - 98,
2 Injuries and Miscel’aneous - 78,

m .
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Tab (a) Operations Overlay of Operatin . o SHEET #6342 I
HASTINGS (Part 1) .- SERI ES L?gl

DO

TAOR

. UNGLASSIFlEL 42
e oo+ . ' | o g

DECLASSIFIED



4

DECLASSIFIED

m.m@mssm - ¢

S

Tab (b) Operations Overlay of Operation HaSTINGS (Fart 2)

TAOR

DO td
WO w3

Bl

" DECLASSIFIED

3121
1 August 1966

SHEET /#5342 I
SERLES L701 .

57

ot

LZ
BIUEJAY

UNCLASSIFIED | :



g

DECLASSIFIED

o | ¢
HEADQUARTERS |

3d Battalion, 12th Marines (Rein)
3d Marino-Division (Rein), FMF

, FPO, San Francisco 96602
S |

L iugust 1966

From: Commanding Officer- 3 ‘1
To: Commanding Gencral, Task Force Delta :

Subj: Combat After iction Report

Ref': a) ALthRegtO 3120,3B .
° Eb) Taskel%‘grcg Delza Frag0 1-66 9 2 !’6 6

Encl: El;v Daily Chronology of Events ‘
2) . Table of Ammunition Expenditures, Types of
- Missions Fired, and Casualty Assessmoents
1, 1In compliance with references (a) and (b), the following
Combat Lfter Lction Report is submitted for the 3d Battallon,
12th Marines (~) (Rcin), , '
2, Code Name, HASTINGS

3.. Dates of Operations, 15 July to 3 August 1966,

L. Location, Operation "Hastings" took place in the north
castern portion of (mang Wi Provinee. Arca A-was bounded on
the cast by Route #1, on the north by the IMZ, on the west
enerally by easting grid line 10, and on_the south by Route’
?9. Lrea B was bounded on the east genorally by grid line 10
on the north by the DMZ, on the west generally by easting gr:’ld
line 93, and on the south by Route #9, Area C was bounded by
Route #‘b on the north-and west, on the south gencrally by
northing grid line 45,and on tho east generally by easting
grid linec 09,

5, Command Headquartcrs, Task Force Delta

6, Task Organization.

UNIT . COMMANDING OFFICER
Bd.Bn, 12th M%rines(-‘-)(Re:m) Maj. S. M. MORROW -
Headquarters Battery Capt, G. J. SOMMERVILLE
T
ca0 FILYS
Leo3do

cory & ¢ 9 __coriss
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COMMANDING. OFFICER

Battery "HY . Capt P. T. SUDMEYER

Battery "IW Capt B. T. CHANBLESS |

Battery "BY, lstBn, llth Marines  Capt F. S. caly o eais

Battery VFW, den; 11th Marines ~ Capt J. E. HARRIS

Battery "L", htth; 12th Marines ~ Capt John POWERS

Battery ' "M", zptth; 12th Marines  Capt J. B. WAY ‘

107mm Mortar Btry; 1stBn; - ‘ Capt fl. J. GRAHAM .

11th Marines

7. Intelligence. Intelligence sources indicated that the
324th North Vietnam Army Division had infiltrated into the
area of operations, The migsion of the 324th was to destroy
the 1st ARVN Division and liberate Quang Tri Provinee
commencing The 20ER of July, Terrain.in the area ranged from
low rolling hills with scrub brush to very steep terrain
with a heavy overheadcanopys — - . S

8., Mission. The 3d Battalion, 12th Marines (-) (Rein) =
mission was to provide-direct support to Tagsk Force Delta, the
ARVN Airborne Division, and to provide reinforcing fires.to.

the I8t ARVN Division Artillery.

9. GConcept of Operation. Imitially, two batteries of 105mm @
howiEzors and two loomm howitzers were to be located in the

vicinity of Cam Lo (YD 1157) to support Task Force Delta's ..
operations in drea B and to reinforce the fires of the lst-.

ARVN Division irtillery in Area A and the 4RVN .Airborne :
Division in 4rea C. One 105mm battery was placed at D-5 (YD

0951) to provide direct support to the ARVN Airborne Division
operating in area C,

10. Execution

a. See enclosure (1) for a daily chréhblogy;
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b. GFT Settings. During the early stages of the operation
it was impossible to conduct any registrations. On 19 July
a high burst registration was conducted for all 105mm howitzer
batteries, The small range and deflection c_orrections"deter-
mindd 'by these registrations explained the reason why closed
stick" computations had been so accurate during the early
stages of the:operation., Throughout the remainder of the
operation, due to the met effect cancelling the VE and drift
effect, no GFT setting was used, _ _

t. Artillery Thﬁgsg Lings., Two artillery thrust linmes
were established, ey were used by forward observers for
the purpose of position reporting, @ -

d. Survey. All artillery battery position areas were
surveyed from a common battalion SCP. - This 3CP was located
at a man inspected road junction., Directional control was
originated from an astronomic observation of the sun,

11, Hesultses Total KIA confirmed credited to artillery was
109 and nrobable KIA was 50. Intsrrogation of prisoners
indicated that artillery fire was a major factor in lowering
the morale of their units, .

12. Administrative Matters

a. Su + Z3xcept for Battery "I" and the 107mm Mortar
Battery wEEcH received unit distribution, all supply was
handled bv supply point distribution. As a general rule all
classes of supprly were maintained at a satis actory level,

and supply support throughout the operation was excallent to
outstanding, . :

b, Maintenance The hifh state of maintenance of the
ordnance aquipment was due pr marily to the availability of
ordnance contact teams and the 12th Marines Regimental -
Ordnance Officer throughout most of the operation. Through
their efforts an outstanding job was done in maintaining

gp; gaximum number of howitzers in firing condition at all
1mes, - ’

In the case of the 155mm howitzer (towed) M 11 -.'mo
adequate Class II, Typre II repalr parts are<ieeded¢§%'th;e
supply system to Support this weapon,. With the large number .
of rounds fired, a high maintenance tempwas required Due to
the lack of adequate parts, locally fabricated parts were
ohtainnad to maintain weapons in a firing condition,

.Iv: R s L I |
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" e, Medical. 4 toal of 23 Marines were:zsvacuated from
the Battalion »vunita  without any difficulties., These
included 2 DOW, -8 Wli, and2® non-battle casualties, '

d. . Civil Affalrs, A civil affairs program was conducted
in two vIllages in the Cam Lo area and a Catholic mission in
Dong Ha., 4 MEDCAP program with about 300 villagers receiving -

" treatment was conducted; however,; the program was limited,

duc to the lack of supplies. All batteries participated in
the program, Two local barbers were employed to cut hair
for all batteries, - o R . ‘ .

e, Transportation and Movement

(1) Headquarters Battery. An advance element of =~
the Battalion Headquarters was fiown by C<130 to Dong Ha on
13 July aldéng with organiz transpoptavion, ) v, Hq
displaced to Cam Lo to establish the Bn posit¥on area., 1Ihe
Bn Hq (-] moved by Hough RIGEY oW I =t Y3—July to Cam Lo.
',I’he Bn' Headquarters returned to Phu Bai by Hough Rider on 3 '
hugust., . s ’ . ¥

(2) Battery "H', Battery "H¥ was positioned in
Cam Lo as part of %asE Unit Char .22 66 by
Rough,ﬂider. Upon arrival of the advance -slement of the
Bn Headquarters, the battery joined the advance element in.the
newly selected battalion position arca, The battery -
returned to Phu Bai by Rough Rider,.oscholoning elements . . ‘

over 30, 31 July and 1 AuguSt,

(3) Battery ®I", Battery *I" was flown by C-130 to
Dong Ha without prime movers on 13 July. On 15 July the btry
was 1ifted by helicopter to D-5 located at YD 095530, On_ 25
July,upon. withdrawal of the ARVN Airborne Division, the btry -
was helicopter-lifted to a new position area in the vicinity
of the 2d Battalion, lst Marines, .On 2 August the battery
was helicopter-lifted to Dong Ha where it was joined by its
prime movers which had been brought from: P:u B:i by Rough =~
Rider. The battery returned to Phu Bai by Rough Rider on 2. -
hugust, T

(4) Battery #G', .Battery "G! was moved to Cam Lo
by Rough Rider, cchcloning elements rover three days (30, 31 |
July and 1 August). Iho battery initially took .the -samb ~
position as was vacated by Battery ‘"H", but on:2 August, the
Q;ttgrg was moved to a new position at YD 128588 for Operation
"Prairie'. -

, 4 o TR
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' (5) Battery "B", Battery "BY moved to Cam Lo by
Rough Rider on»IE;Ig July with the Battalion Headquarters
kf). The battéry returned to Phu Bai by Rough Rider on 3

ugust, T R

UNGCLASSIF!

(6) Battery "M", Battery "M" was flown to Dong Ha
with its prime movers on 13 July. On 14 July ‘the battery
moved to Cam Lo -with the advance elemsnts of the Battalion
Headguarters where it set up its position area within the
Battalion position arca, On 17 July the battery was moved
to a new ﬁosition at YD 098573, On 2:August the batvery
moved back into the battalion position area and on 3 sugust
moved, less one platoon attached to Battery ®G", with the ’
Battalion Headquarters by Rough Rider back to Phu Bai,

_ (7) Battery "', Battery'iL" was flown. to Dong Ha
with prime movers on 15 July and then moved overland to Cam
Lo to setup in the Battalion position area; On 1 iugust the
battery moved to Dong Ha where it was flown by C-130 to Da
Nang, One platoon of 155mm howitzers were left in Dong Ha
2s a detachment under the Op:con of  Battery "G",

(8) 107mm Mortagnggggggxi - The Mortar Battery was
flown to Dong Ha from Da Nang on 16 Julye...i0n 17 July the
Battery was Helicopter-lifted into’the vioinity of tho 2d
Battalion, lst Marines (YD982562'), and they subsequently -
were attached to the infantr{ battalion, On 29 July the
Battery was lifted out by helicopter and then flown to Da
Nang by C=130, o

(9) Battery “Fi, Battery "F" was Helicopter=
lifted from SUF shipping into the Battalion position area
on 18 July, On 29 July the Battery was helicopter-lifted
back aboard SLF shipping,

f. Communications.

(1) Radio., Extensive use was made of radio during
the operation, A4t the peak point in the operation, five
conduct of fire nets were in use supporting seven USMC infane
try battalions and the theee airborne battalions of the ARW
Airborne Division. 1In order to support this ammount of radio
communicatlons, it was. necessary to pool the assets of sub~
ordinate batterlies, The Battalion wa s able to acomplish

this since the bulk of the Battalion's batteriss were located
in a comman Rattalion position area, Extensive use was made

ENCLOSURE (74
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of tho radic set- AN/PRCs25, which performed in an axcsllent
manner. However, due to the lack of :Ti6ld Yemote equipment, -
for the AN/PRC-25, the radios-had to be-loeated in close .
proximity to one another, causing mutual interference .between
radio sots. This situation necessitated -special coordination
of radio operators within'thengcﬂwredubins,the;ﬁffigienc{nof
the nets‘significantly‘dufingxpeaiitréfflc poriods. The in-.
troduction .of remoting equipment for the AN/PRC-25 will solve
this problem, - o St g et o cee

T ae i L

(2) - Wire, ~Wire was used prigarily for intermal. .
communications within the battalion, .One tyunk line to .- .
Task Force Delta was-established in addition to.one hot line
to the Task Force Delta FSCC. .'A minimum-.pf maintenance was
required to maintain the wire system aestablished. Telephones
were at 4 promium since a rear:command .post. at Phu, Bal was
maintainod and local security phones wsYre naedod to support
the infantry company attached to provide sescurity to the
battalion, : : e Lo oo

(3) Cogg%n;cat;ons-Sec%gggﬁ;,eﬂ special radio tcam
from the 12th Marines was sent to the battalion with a radlo
aet AN/MRC-83 and an on-line crypto capability,. This team .
was used to send daily situstion roports to the 12th Marines.
Headquarters, This eased the comm~crypto guard résponsibility
of Task Foree Delta, . .= .=~ . o .

13, Speciai Techﬁigueé P . S | ‘

a. H&I Canter. In order to handle the large volume of
H&I misslons ond still answer prpmg;ly,all calls for. fire, an
H&I canter was established, This Uenter was afi"extension -of
the Battalion Fire Dircction Center and manned 24 hours a day
bv Battery "F", i special phone was, emplaced from the Task
Forece Delta FSCC to the H&I Center so that all H&I's were
rhoned directly to the H&I Center for processing. &fter
processing, the H&I's were delivered to the battalion FDO
for spot checking and transmittel to the batteries for sub-.
scquent firing. B ORI S LS

. b. H&I Clearance. The normal -practice:for handling H&I-
sav-a~planes during the night is to: submit one -gav-a-plene - -
covering the entire H&I program. ™ $hus, when a requirement
existed for a resupgly or med-evao xt-night, 1t was necessary
to cease fire on all H&I's. ~Conacquently,.&:syatem of.dividing
the entire operating area into four zones and:then .submitting
four sav-a~nlanes was developoed. '

=bu
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Using this system certain portions of the operating area
could still receive H&I concurrently with resupply and med-
evacs. '

5. Multiple Missicn Handiing, On many occasions during
this operation morc than two missions were processed at the
same time requiring a system of keeping each of the different.
missigns separated., To do this the concentration number assigned

the mission was used_to %gcede all radio transmissions and
conmands within the FDC.This provided an identity to what would
otherwisc not have been meaniniful tommmnicétions.

14, Commander's finalysis.

a, Firc support coordination during this operation func-
tioned more efficiently than on any other operation since the
Battalion has been in Phu Bail., In order to insurc timeliness
of supporting arms it is mandatory that one centralized agenecy
have the authority to clear all missions, To be capable of
clearing missions promptly, it is necessary that all informa-
tion of a tactical natire be made available to that clearing
agency. ,

b. 4 very heavy work load was placed on radlo communica-
tions during the oEeration, with five conduct of fire nets oper-
ating simultaneously in a satisfactory manner, With the intro-
duction of the radio sct AN/PRC-25 a significont improvement
was made over the radio set /AN/PRC-9; however, until the remot-
ing equipment for these radios is made availaf:le the full
potential will not be realized,

c. With five batteries of artillery centralized with teche-
nical fire direction in the Battalion Fire Direction Center, it
is possible for onc battalion FDC to handle multiple missions
if two FDO's are on duty. During this operation, when more than
three missions were in progress, the Battalion S-3 handled mis-
sions as an FDO in addition to the regular FDO,

d, By maintaining a centralized technical fire direction
capability at the battalion level, maximum control and flexi-
bility was maintained in addition to reducing the cost of men
and cquipment.

-7~ MSS/]F[IE@
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e, Dae to the heavy volume of H&I's fired into enemy
territory, it appears that VC/NVA soldiers don!t always
recognize observed missions chen they are in progress if-
the initial rounds impact at a distance that'is harmless,
and wend to be complacent with ariillery fire until 4t gets
on target, One inc’deni occurred on the 28th of Jily which
is deseribed in enclosurc {1). Reeon patrols have reported
this complacency on other occasions, ‘

15, Recommendations.

a. That maximum offorts be made to completo the pro=
visioning of the now family of radio cquipment (AN/PRC-25),

VYN YW oinsan)
Se M. MORROW .

B

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

NCLASSIFIED:
DAILY SUMMARY OF EVENTS

10 July

The Bn S-3 was called to the Lth Marines area to be
briefed on an upcqming operation, At 1700H the S-3 briefed
the 8m staff and buttery comnanders on the operationi
Known as Operation "Hastings",it was to commence -the following
day, 11 July. Batteries "H®, I, #M", and “B" would .
participate along with others yet to be designated. "Hastingsi
‘would be a combined ARVN, USMC operation in the Dong Ha, Cam
Lo area, The designated batteries prepared to road march to
the objective area on 11 July 1966,

11 July

At 110020H a request for rules of engagement in case of
hostile artillery or mortar fire from the DMZ was sent to the
12th Marines, , _

At 110400H word was received from the 4th Marines that
a bridge at coordinates YD461399 had been dynamited by VC.
The battalion was notified of the plan to transport Batteries
717 and "M" to Dong Ha via fixed wing aircraft. A request for
six 105mm helo slings was made at the same time. ‘ ,

12 July

At O800H the battalion commander made a reconnaissance
of the CP site and gun positions at Cam Lo in conjunction
with the Commanding Officer, 4th Marines,

At O900H the battalion S-3 attended a2 planning conference
at the 4th Marines CP, concerning altermate transportation to
the "Hastings" area, ‘

Battery "M" comuaenced moving personnel énd equipment to
the Phu Bai airstrip for transportation to Dong Ha via fixed
wing aircraft at 1100H, »

At 1130H Battery "I moved to the Phu Bai airstrip for
further transport to.Dong Ha via fixed wing aircraft. An
advance party of the battalion survey section accompanied
the alr-lifted batteries and upon arrival put in a hasty posi-
tion are& survey in the Dong Ha area (YD,1§6579) for the
night, since the batteries wers not to move to Cam Lo until
the following day. ‘

ENCLOSURE (1)
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At 1700H the Battalion CO, the Battalion S-3A, and the
Battalion FDC section departed Phu Bai for Dong Ha via fixed
wing aircraft, : S o o

At - 1900H the Battalion S-3 attended:a planning conference
at the Lth Marines CP, concerning the latest developments on
"Hastings®, ' E '

At Q730H Headquarters Batter¥ and Battery #B" joined a
convoy of other elements of Task Force Delta for movement to .
the Operation "Hastings" arca. No problems were encountered
until approximately 0F30H whca 8o convey orrived at tho SohgOLaw
River Bridge at YD 459400, :n1s bridge had been destroyed -
by VC a few days before and an ARWN ferry was the only means
available to cross river. The procedure was very slow allowing,
only two vehicles to cross the river approximately every ten
minutes. Consezuently, due to.the large numbers of vehicles
in the convoy (68) - plus the ARVN vehicles that were required.
to cross the rive® whe complete convoy. did not finish cross-~
ng tlic Tiver that dayl md set up' 2 defefsive position i the
vicinity of the firing site, The Battaullon S-3 and CemO
effected liaison with the District Headquarters at Hai Lang
(YD 418481). No incidents ocourred during the night.

At 0800H the Battalion S-3A attended a briefing in Dong
Ha at the 2d Battalion, 1st Marines CP, Plans were made to
move the Task Force Delta CP and elements of the 3d Battalien, ‘
12th Marines.into Cam Lo on the afternoon,. ,

At 1030H the advance elements of Battery "L¥ started’'to
arrive at Dong Ha., The ‘Battery Commander requested to stay
at Dong Ha until all the battery's equipment and personnel
had arrived. o R o

At 1L30H the Task Force Delta Headquarters Commandant
led the convoy to Cam Lo. The Battalion.Commander pointed
put the battery position areas and occupation of the area .
was begun., Priority was given to putting in the tactical
vrire, L . T . .

Battery "HY, who had been positioned at Cam Lo-1n support
of Task Unit Charlie since 22 June 1966 was displaced to a
new position area within the battalion perimedar at YD 114578,
This move was complete by 1800H, , -

o

le
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Battery "M" was designated as the Battalion FDC until
such time as complete commnications wers established and
the rest of the battalion arrived in position,

Lt 1800H Battery ®L® arrived in the Battalion area and
occupied a position at YD 115575. Survey was completed by
18504 for all three batteries,

1y July

At 0730H the remainder of the convoy had crossed a
floating bridge over the Song O Lau River af&er the ARVN
worked most of the night constructing it. <“he convoy moved
out at this time for Dong Ha arriving there without incident
at 1030H. At 1130H after receiving new infantry security the
Headquarters Battery and Battery "B" moved out on Route 9 .
for Cam Lo arriving at 1150H without incident.

Battery "B¥ was shown its position area and occupied
immediately at YD 117577. All batteries continued to im.
prove position areas.

15 July

At 0725H prep fires were commnenced for the landing of
the 3d Battalion, A4th Marines,- At 0855H prep fires were
commenced for the 2d Battalion, Aith-Marines, In both cases
20 minutes of prep fires were given, expending 780 rounds
of mixed s#tliber-artillery ammnition,

Light contact was made during the morning, During the
afternoon a number of observed missions were fired with the
most significant mission being fired by an AQ at 1840H who
fired on a NVA squad in the open at YD 050653, Thirty-eight
rounds of 105mm howitzer HE were expended, killing 6 NVA
confirmed, _

At 1030H the battery commander of the 107mm Mortar
Battery reported to the Battalion CP to announce the arrival
of his battery with four 4,2" mortars in Dong Ha from Da Nang,
Thé - mission initially glven the battery was to provide
artillery sup;ort in defense of the Dong Ha military facilities,
The battery wes decentralized for technical control and cen-
tralized for tactical control., Two more 4.2" mortars were to
be flown from Chu Lail to bring the shooting strength of the
battery up to six’ tubes.

ENCLOSURE {7 )
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-7 OOH Batteéry ©L" apprehended 2 VC's observing their
position. They were taken o the Task Force Delta CP for
interrogation, ‘
16 July | |

At 0430H K Co, 3d Battalion, 4th Marines reported in
contact with *many® NVi soldiers. Battery "B" expended 10l
rounds of HE, Surveillance was 12 to 13 KIA probables.

ON

During the afternoon numerous unobserved missions were
fired based on intelligence, 1In the early evening hours
Force Recon inserted an OP "Night Sticker® at YD 79559 on
Hill 26i,. At 1858H "Night Sticker”™ fired three observed -
missicns on HVA soldiers in the tree line and open at ¥D
996564, 82 rounds of 155mm Howitzer ammunition were. fired
killing a confirmed 33 NVA soldlers, ‘ '

At 2155H K Co,, 3d Battalion, 4th Marines reporied
in heavy contact and surrourded, Battery "B* fired &85 rounds
at YD 037637 with excellent effect on tdrget silencing all
small arms fire, Forward observer passed his personal "Thenk
You? for getting them out of a tight spot,
At approximately 1300H Lt McMullen, an FO .with G Co., .2d
Pattalion, ith Marines was killed while engaged with the enemy.

17 Jquly

At 0630H :Battery "M" displaced to a new position area at
YD 098573 in order to extend the artillery fire capability to
the west, where it could more adequately support the 2d Bat-
talion, lst Marines and Recon patrols. Contact during the day
was very light and no. significant missions were fired,

At 1430H the 107mm Mortar Battery displaced by helo to
YD 954563 in support of the 2d Battalion, lst Marines. The
battery was attached to the battalion, :

18 July
_At. O600H the battalion-fifedfa préparation for the helo

landing of the 3d Battalion, 5th Marines, - One-hundred and
two -rounds of 105mm howitzer.ammuﬁitibn,werelexpended.

DECLASSIFIED
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- At 1030!-1 the .advance - ? Battepy ‘W 2d Battal:[.on,
11th Varinag arrived by ek gw Jed b hattery
commander, ba% “The B Q% ﬂommm
and 3.3 ’oriafed aptain HA tRIS on the ait,ua m; ‘and ingwuot.ad
him to occupy the poeition area Tecently vauated by Batiery
M" at YD 1%579. At 1115H the main.body o thé battery:
began arriving, One sling supportin ong qf -Batteryls
105mm Rowltmers broké one of its cabies saus ;i; the: howly !
to land with the muwzle inting;ﬁz‘&i t Adgwne” By skl
manuevering of the GH-L.6 airera mpt.— and effeoﬂw
action on the part of the battery permn ‘on- the gro ,- the
piece was 1anded with ‘no damage’ to :Ls; o the a:l.mrs

At 1z3ou BattEry "F" repomd rew z&

Throw ont. the’ day the ‘volume nt ﬁ.ﬂ#g?y d gg 32; L

enemy was high with the bulk of five gojag
4th lé!eam:i.mae;,,g Commenoing-araynd 15700 the - __itﬁalion who
rocessing mltipls missiong thithe  peal- Yol

Q00H tbo 2300H. During this time as miny'a¥:five missio
were handled by the fire direction. nm;m weith: makinm' -
responsiveness and ‘efficiency. :ALthough nossOn,
casualties 'were given in qurniilmi m ter o
company- commanders involved in the 3d Battal :I.o,, th Marines
action revealed artillery had done an excel&ga = Job and
caused many pasualties, but thu gxag:t numba de: unknovma

" ﬁﬂu ,

w.'
,f,\

Throughout the day the B»attali{m contj.nued to fire at« a
high rate. At 1220H a 257 round ﬁrep fire 'was: commenced in
support of the 2d Battalion, A4th arines, K

. At 1330H a preoision regiagration was g;},rggi us:l.ng Battery

; The Bkttalion was visited bv thq Gommand;l,ng Offioer of
the 12th Marines during the, a!‘bq;:noon, e

' Due to the heavy volume 6! H&! miae:lang t.h ] were being
received by the infantry battaliong in the field .the Battalion
S-3 decided to establish an H&I qenter as a bran&b of she
battalion FDC. Battery "F!" was ﬂas;?ated to men the genter
on a 24 houy&- basis. The H&I oenter ctioned.-in a completely
separate FD a.nd co mputed a}l H&I's f r.all batteries, Upon -

ut atd.on, H&I's, the comple’ d daga was brought. to
th attal where 1':. was gpot checM and then‘gusmitted

ENGLOSURE (1)
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Throughout. the Aay & large number of obssrved missions
were fired., At 20158 & VC mortar position which was attack-
ing the 1lst Battalion, lst Marines was attaoked with 36

rounds -of 105mm howitzer ammunition,i. Thig. misaion .f'silqncéd'wﬂ

the mortar located at YD O4L1649. At 2135H the 3d Battalion,
5th Marines reported being fired on .by:-iautom&ticv'we&gona} o
Soveateen rounds of 155mm howitzer ammunition wsre. fdired,: -
silencing the fire; which wze &oming from YD-0106054: . -

At 2200H Battery "M'" reported-a’ premature turst of a 1l55mm
howitzer round approximately 10 feet from the mugzzle, PFC
Ernest D. MITCHELL, 2168571/0811 USMC DOW, - Opl Patrick H.
DENT, 1973549/0844 USMC WIA. |

. ."A heavy volume of observed fire was continued thyoughout
the day. At R100H a Battalion TOT was fired on the 803rd
Regimental Command Post.at YD 020622, One~hundred and seven-
ty-one rounds were expended.on this target. -The -sourge of
the intelligence was & prisonsr who was captured from:the - -
regiment, S T SRR S

22 July

A heavy volume of fire continued to be requested by all
infantry battelions; however, there were no missions of any
significanca, T Y

At-0300H & member of Battery "Ft on fa«’rsacurit%‘outpost
shot and killed another outpost member, The dead Marine was
from "M" Company, 3d Battalion, 4th Marines and was assigned
a8 part of the-&rtillary battalion ‘pevimeter security. He
had gone forward of the -6utptst to-bed down without notifying
all other members of the guard, .

Tk - R ‘.
D '
. ! g b
. - t -
T - -
] . . . =
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2L July

At 0035H intelligence sources revealed the location of
three NVA unit command posts. - These targets were attacked
with 65 rounds of 155mm howitzer ammunition.

2

At approximately 14OCH, 100 to 150 rounds of suall arms
and automatic weenons fire were received in the Battalion
arca. The infantry company acting as security returned fire
and cantured two VC's. One Vietnamese girl, aged 11, was
kiiled in the exchange., No Marine casualties were sustained.

At approximetely 1L30H one of the forword observers with
3d Battalion, 5%h Marines reported his ‘company :inned down,
Nineteen rounds weie delivered by Battery “M" upon which the
FO's remarked on the beautiful effect on target and the fact
that the comnany was able to get out of the area. Throughout
the evening, numerous counter-mortar migsions were fired
which resulted in silencing the mortars, and on different
occasiong secondary expilosions were observed,

25 July -

At approximately O130H three missions were fired&on_vcr
harbor sites and suspected mortap positions., Three secondary
explosions were reported by the observer,

At 1400H the new Lth Marines Regimental CO, Colonel
CEREGHINO, visited the Battalion CP as well as the firing
batteries.,

At 2100H 96 rounds of mixed calibers were delivered on
a reported supply cache, :

Ixtremely strong winds weig experienced by the Battalion
throughout the night. Extensive damage to canvas was sustained.

26 July

During the morning hours some three hundred and forty-
eight rounds of 105mm were expended on area neutralization
fires in support of the lst Battalion, 3d Marines,

At 1615H Captain A. P. BARAY, Regimental S-2, arrived
with two 155mm howitzers (towed)., He was attached to ¥L", -
4L/12 for the duration of the operation, Another officer and
2 more howitzers were scheduled to arrive the following day.

At 1700H the Battalion received a message from CG, 3d
Marine Division directing the expenditure of 4000 rounds of

i )
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artillery per day.'

At approximately 2200H a grenade exploded near the
erimeter woundin% a member of Battery. #E" slightly.
rigin of the explosion was never determined, The wounded
Marine returned to outpost duty. o

. At 1830H, 324 rounds of 105mm ammunition were fired on
NVA radio stations which had been located by very current
intelligence. ' :

27 July

Lt 0800H a preparation was fired for 3d Battalion, 5th
Marines. A total of 390 rounds were expended on this mission,

At ibOOH Captain MCNEAL arrived with two more 155mm
howitzers (towed?. The officer was assigned to Battery "L"
while two howitzers were turned over to Battery "M".

A TD-15 tractor also arrived in the Battalion area,
Tt was to be used to improve the individual battery positions
by constructing gun pits and ammunition storage pits,

At 1450H intelligence sources located an NVA radio
station at YD 153541,and 108 rounds of :105mm hwotizer
ammunition were fired at the target. v

Colonel READ CommandinsHOfficer of the 12th Marines,
visited the battalion at 1500H, - - - .. ..

28_Julz

At O6L45H a high angle mission was. fired at 2 NVA soldiers
crossing a stream at XD 923528. During the adjustment, 5 more
NVA sol iers‘sgpeared in the location, ‘It appeared to the
recon patrol,who was adjusting the fire,that the artillery
fire did not bother the NVA soldiers since they kept walking:
as nothing had happened., ‘hen fire for effect was called in,
the artillery was right of target, The recon patrol noted 3
NVA KIA and 2 WIA. In fire for effect, 5 volleys of a 105mm
howitzer battery were fired. . During»tﬁe firing at least 45 .
more NVA soldiers appeared in the area, More artillery was
called in with excellent effect on target, and still more NVA
soldiers appeared, At this point the recon pétrol counted
over 75 NVA soldiers in the impact area, The NVA soldiers
were trying to remove their wounded.and: dead. _There seeied
to be mass confusion as more and -more artillery was brought
in. The recon patrol was unable to get an exact count of the

—8e |
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dead and wounded but observed at least 58 KIA and possibly
more. The patrol could count at least 150 NVA soldiers, and
theyestimated that there could be 200 more. When air came on
station, they attacked the target, and the patrol moved out
of the area so the air strike c¢oéuld be ca'led in,

At 1130H a mission was fired at an NVA radio site-
located in the vicinity of YD 053643. One-hundred and eight
rounds of 105mm howitzer ammunition was expended on this target.

The major effort in the Battalion went towards the improve-
ment of the battery position areas, -Battery "M" dug its gun
and ammunition pits with the aid of the newly arrived TD-15.

29 dJuly

At 0800H Battery #F" was helo-lifted from its position
e .

. area bac 0 e . gnips, 1 Tt
“hEId~IHHREETT%T?ﬂﬁ?TBaﬁéfﬁﬁfﬁirstrip for return to 4its parént
dbrganization.”

Battery "L" continued to improve its position by building
gun and ammunition pits with the TD-15 tractor.

No contact was made during the day, but the volume of
H&I's was ordered to be high to keep the NVA units off balance,

30 July

At 0655H a 72 round: TOT was fired by Batteries WB® and
"H% on a NVA bivouac' area &t YD 0156 reported by 2d Battalion,
1st Marines.,

Improvement of the positions was continued. Battery #B#
completed construction of their gun and ammunition pits with
the aid of the TD-15,

At 1300H two guns of Battery. "G" arrived in position thus
comnencing the relief of Battery "H", Two guns of Battery
“Hi departed at 1500H for the Phu Bai area,

ENCLOSURE (1
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31 duly -

Catholic and Protestant services were conducted during
the day in the battalion arca. ' During the morning hours
three missions wore fired based on intelligence information
reported from the Task Force Delta G-2, Two-hundred and
nineteen rounds of mixed caliber were fired on three targetis
located at YD 022637, 147502, and 147507. : :

At 1000H the remainder of Battery "G headgquarters and
2 more gun sections arrived in the battalion position area.
it 1100H the remainder of Battery "H" headquarters and 2 gun
sections left for Phu Bai with a Réugh -Rider.. '

Information was received that Battery "L" would depart
on 1 August for Da Nang by fixed wing aircraft. Battery 1%
was alerted to be prepared to move by helo to the Dong Ha air
strip and for a further transportation by Rough Rider to Phu
Bai at 153CH, : oo i ’ : '

1 August

The Battalion S-3 and Commanding Officer, Battery "G®
went on a recon for a new battery position to be occupled
during Operation "Prairie®, A4 location -at YD 128588 was
chosen. Immediately after the recon development of the
nosition conmenced,

t 0900H Battery “I® was helo-lifted to Dong Ha. One
105mm howitzer was moderately damaged-in the move. when it
was dropped from a height of 10 feet., -

At 1900H the last two guns from Battery "He left by
Rough Rider for Phu Bai. At Ol5H Battery WL¥ commenced
departing by air for Da Nang: -~ S

would sccure at s
Bq;”on“that“dayt

2 dupgust

‘ A ahc Battalion Commander reconnoitered the Dong
Ha area for a position area for the two 155mm hwotlzers to be
positioned ih that area. SIS

ENCLCSURE (1
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Throughout the day work was continued in the new Battery
"G" position area with the Battery moving into the position
at 1L00H,

Battery "li" gent the two Bartery ¥L% 155mm howitzers
to Dong Ha to occupy that position area at about 1300H. The
position area chosen was located at YD 248596,

At 1730H the remaiding weagons of Battery “M" moved
from their position area into the Battalion perimeter,

2 August

At first 1ight all batteries whidh were to displace to
Phu Bai by Rough Rider commenced procparation for the move,
By 1100H all units were ready to move; however, the convo
including the Lth larines Headquarters, jd patvallo :

Marines, and other elements ol the LUh Marines were notc read
o Teave untiI ILJUH, ~ The Hough Iider tIip to Thu DAl was
slow _and unevent Wil e battalion arriyin g™ at IYOUH, ™
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N WU ED
MISSIONS IN S0P 15th 16tk l7tlé 18th 1917:% 20;121 2125 2223 2322 2Lptlhh 2523 2613;}91
ktp Mor 5 27 T 0 ¢ o0 —0C
3/ 98 27 6 117 30 32 7
Y 20 3. 36 2L 6 35 ol  he 3L k3 &3
Regon 3 1z 2 12 8 18 3 7 10 3 2
2 5 1 T T I, T 2 0 5 T 0
0 3C 56 5L LI/ 139 125 118 10k 177 7L 107
i-% U 0 3 0 0 T 0 0 T 0 0
e 0T 1 me 2z 18 2y a0 i6 7 A
0 0 0 8 15~ 15
g 0 0] 0 0 0 15 16 17 i 6 18
% 0 i) 0 0 0 0 21 37 10 31 29
TOTAL 1,9 153 1311 281 280 29k 306 290 23k 327 296 223
AMMO EXP
JO7HE 0 0 155 14,6 606 361 482 416 346 810 55 L6
WP7 0 0 L LO 76 0___10 0 LT LI %"‘“‘jo“
LT ) 0 1 0 29 92 T 25 L 1, 17
36  17L glp 38 172 156 107 213 291 2212r
WP 27 , '
3% Sty 0 S IIb T s s e 5
I55HE 2 [ 2 5
W?P 731 522 1‘33 BL ng 49 20 2k 22 122 51 52
TIT 0 107 10 0 0 g 0 59 0 0. 0 %
TUTAL 18,3 2087 1198 1887 1920 2038 2217 2207 2051 3477 34,11 359
4
SIONS FIKED : _
Fep Fires 57 12 13 23 7 1 L, 18 L 13 6 10
H}'% ; 56 103 LL__ 20l 213 231 _2I7 206 153 238 :
. : 0 1T 5; T 0 0 ] 16 1 5 0
‘TOTAL UNOB3 113 126 22l 220 _2L0 237 238 173 251
Target of Opp 25 25 16 5L, L8 59 60 1,2 31 73
'Regis 0 0 0 P 1 5 2 0 0 8 5
ef Conc TT 2 3 T2 6 3 g 12 7 0
TOTAL OBS 36 27 19 27 9"9 o4 09 o4 Ll 78
TAL 1,9 153 76 281 279 30k 306 292 ~2I7 329
1 1 0O 2

s} {RVE%%ANGE %ﬂgonf) 8 33 % 0 L
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T —— o TR, yo e
N ot 5,
H
' ~
' SUPPORT OF 27tk 28th 20th 30th 31st 1st  2nd
Lth Mar : i - 158 208 131 ot 106
570, ) ¢ 0 0 0 0 0
Recon 7 3 2 0 0 3 3
3712 0 3 4 T 0 0 0
2/1 90 75 7 29 131 0 9
Iir 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3/5 6 7T .12 0 0 0 0
RN 0 2 0 0 0 0 0
7T N 25 i 25 0 0 0 0
173 L 8 719 20, 0 0 0
2/9 15 15 1 O 0 ) 0 3)
TOTAL 193 279 | 2&3 267 262 917 109
AMMO EXP { ?

TO7EE . 38L L3, O 0 0 Y Y
WP 0 0 O 0 0 0 0
I 0 2 3 0 0O —0 0 0
- 1050E 1409 2078 | 627 . 2138 ~_ 23060 1006 _ 531
WP, 276 Tz 222 119 2L L 297
- ITL 20 g 2 0 65 0 0
15 L13 338 L80 1216 529 299 146
Wb 6 0 5 251 0 10 0
ILL 0 0 . O 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 250, 2973 1636 372k 2975 1319 97k

msszogs FIRED B "

Prep ares 10 3 0 ) 0 0 1 182
2H— o — s e e S T A |
TOTAL TROES T 3 ' :
ERTarget;s of Opp % 2?:2" 231? 262 2473 yg j 10517. 32%2 g

egls | , O = .
k= Def Conc [ *’g“ v 8 ' g % 8 % 2L y 3
= TOTAL 053 % —r—] ViR
8GRAND-TOTAL < 2D . o 1 L 3 4 68L . &
93 279 [ 2k2 267 256 97 ___109 4316 ¢ P
SURVEILLANCE KIA(Conf) 0 58 0 0 0 o] 0
KIA(Prob) 5 0 0 0 0 0 2
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AFTER ACTION REPCRT -
HASTINGS

Alr S“BB"

.« Plannin The planning phase of Operation HASTINGS presented very
];f'ew E%hos. This isgcgedited primarily to the fact that. previouse
1y formed contingency plans of Task Force Delta:wers implemented durming
Operation HASTINGS. In this respoct, the plans reld ed heavily upon the
Lessons Loarned of prior Task Forco Dolta and Fourth Marine gperations e
Close coordination with the First Marine Aireraft Wing and the lst ARVN
Division insured that all plans for air support were mutually acceptable,
Most noteworthy of the plamming phase is the fae$ that all thyee staffs,
Task Force Delta; First Marine Alrcraft Wing amnd the lst ARVN Division
jnsured that all pIams for alI BUPPOrt Were mutaully weweptabls, Most
notcworthy of tho planning phaso is the fact $hat all thrae staffs, Task

(‘izrce Delta, First Marine Aircraft Wing, and : had pre-

\  4iously worked together and had formed info , operating procedures
which had proven acceptable to all. - These asseciations ganerally guarane
toed smooth planring and are credited with expediting the planning and
allowing thc fast reaction to the tactical situation whieh Hastings pre-
gented.

Sy
»

T

2. Cooperation and Coordination, Oper=tion Hastings im the planndng a.nd
GXecution phases represents an outstanding model of cooperation and coore
dinaticne . :

a, Planning Plan.

(1) The First Marine Aircraft Wing readily agreed to support the
entire requircments established for Hastings. Additionally, the Adr
Wing assisted in the sclection of landing sones which would meet the
tactical roquirements of tho concept of operation and offered teche

5, sand tactical assistance to improve ti.c proposed operation. Most note-
"™ worthy was the rapid establishment of an advanged base at DONG HA and
an air control element with the TASK Force Delta camand Post at GAM LO.

(2) LiRVM urits starting adjacent operations planned their air
support requirements to compliment thosc of Hestings rathor than to econe
flict with theme Their air lifts were scheduled to follow Hastings
lifts by a time period sufficient to allow stabilization of the USMC
tactical situation prior to using USMC 1ift capability. This close
coordination and cooperation is considered a prime factor in the order-
liness of the entire operations Noteworthy is the agreemsnt reached
between ARVN and URMC forges to share resourceass For example, it was
agrecd that ARVN forces ebuld use USMG air whenever it was avallable.
Likowise, if an ARVN resource was more readily available, then USMC
forces could ust it, 1.0., LRVN observation aircraft (USAF FAC(4)) woul
be made availabel to USMC forces 4f necded, ' :

b. Execution Phasa, During the execution of HASTINGS, coordination
and cooperation wera outstandingy

3
N (1) The First Marine Aircraft Wing established an advanced base
N at DONG Hh and co=-logated o command clement with the Task Force CP at
GAM LO. This énhanced tho operation by cstablishing an enviromment
wheorein both aviation and ground slements had a mutual understanding of
' % Enclosure (8)
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the capabilities and limitations of cach other. This alloweu mavimun
utilization of the capabilities and mimimum obstruction by the limi=-
tations,

(2) Co=location of the ARVN CP and the Task Force CP magnified
cooperation and coordination between the two. The exchange of ideas
and information was bencficial, but theuactual exchange of resources
was the paramcunt benefit .~ Displayingesutstanding cooperation, ARVN
Forces groatly assisted*the USMC(efforteky providing FAC(4A) capabil-
ities throughout the operations basy

o 3

3. Execution. Air support provided to.Task Force Delta during Hast-
ings was conmendables Generally, ample,rpsources were made available
to accomplish the mission. -Although the Belicopters were often sub~
jocted to heavy flI‘e, they pursued their mizsions to successful comp-
letion. Fixed wing a¥tdck support was outstanding. On station air-
craft were up.lizeql to meet#tM4 threds-during daylight hours, thereby
assuring quick résponse tb hny situation. On several occassions this
resporse was instrumental in the ultimate success. Night radar cont-
rolled bombing interdicted enemy routes of egrees and undoubtedly inf-
licted heavy casualties and confus#in - upon the enemy. A sumary of
operations follows:

2, Sorties Flown

«

(1) Helicopter 10,769
(2) GClose air Support 58
(3) Interdiction 782
(L) Radar Contrclled Bombing R V4

be. Ordnance Expended

(1) Bombs/Napalrn 1,176 tons

(2) 20mm 26,840 rounds

(3) Helicopter Kockets v . 0642 tons

(L) 7.62 .91,099 roynds:
%fj) 50 cal 48,010 rounds
i

USAF/USN Diverts . *lnot count.ed)

ce Suprlies/TRoops flown

(1) DANANG~-DONG HA Transport ,"110 Tons/daily *
(2) Helicopter 140 Tons/daily
(3) Helicopter -+, 600 Jroops/daily

Les Lessons Learnmed. Many of the lessons learned® are not truly
lessons .carned, but rather amplification of previous lessons learned
from past operations, Ag such, they support the need for continually
reviewing past lessons loearmed and particularly as they apply to "in
country" operations,

2 Enclosure (8)
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a, Need for a DuSC. ALlthough a D.SC was present throughout the
operation, hastings stends as an outstanding example of the need for
a full fledged DASC during an operation of 1ts magni tude, scope, and
remotenass froi B tiTer DESe At Trtras T e Tt e DASC, T a -
ient until the main DASG could be a9 tapIiensd; atd s tommendable job
within its capabilities, but tho size and rapldity of the operatdon
early  appeared to pass its 1imitations: Recommendation It is re-
commanded that a ful) fledged mobile DASC be 63tablished to accompe .

any operations such as Hastings and that it be packaged 8o that it
can be either preemplaced or be emplaced on 2L hour notice.

b. GCo-location of Command Postss The co-location of CPs of
Task Force Deita, First Marine TIroraft Wing command elements, and
ARVN units, was used on Hastinga. hAgain, 1t proved to be invaluable.
Recormendation It is recommended that whenever possible all commands
engagea In an operation or adjacent operations cow=locate their CPs
and that this co-location involve the physical gide by side place~
ments of the operations centers and fire support coordination cente
er'Se .

c. Co-location of the Helicopter hdvanced Base with the Tesk
Force CP, thoug @ Alr wWing a comman emant co=looave
TTTF tho Task Force CP, space limitation at the site prohibited cO=
Jocating the helieopter advanced base with the OP. hccordingly, it
was located spproximately 7 miles away at an already established air
ficld. Its remotensss fiom the Task Foree cansed communications
problems to enter some delay in its résponsiysmess to tho needs of
tho Task Foroce. Regommendation It is recommended that whenever
possible that the ﬁegcopfor Sqvanced base be coelocated with the
_Tagk Force CP» It is further recormended that this bs & major con-
" ‘sideration in the selection of future CP sites.

. du Uso_of Helloopters Assigned to the Operationis Most import
ait in affording responsiveness el iity ¢ e operation was
.the support of the operation ty a package of sireraft rather than by

1&9{;@9}1&11;' asgigned dreraft and missions. MAG-16 was essigned a

gally: nugber of aireraft to support the operatlon. Accopiing y-in -
nig planding, the Gommanding General could work within the flexdbile
437 nhd sapshllify of those siroreft. Recommendation It is re-
sommended thoy whéneyer possible thay hellcopter advanced bases with
aasizned helipopters b established to support cperations, thereby
giving the commander the flexibility contained thersine

s/ TAOA Gapability. Operation Hastings vividly dise
ol tHe, Resd. Loy »obgervation an TAGA/FAC(A) capabilityy - Even .
though contact was eatablished which was often dxtremely dlpus; the
terraif often kept the FAC from controlling air strikes because the
enamy was, able to dlose to "shoulder to shoulder” range before de-
toction. Undey these circumstances; observation capability is mane
atory to detect the enemy prior to dontact. TACA/FAC(A) capabllity
is nocessary in this same enviormment to assist the FAC in disting~
quishing between friendly anl eneny forces. Ahdditionally, because

i ]

3 Bnelosurs (8)
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of the restncted visibility due to tropical terrain and canopy,
the TAC/FAC(4) is needed to conduct most air strikes immediately
removad Iron the FuC's front., During Operation Hastings, the USAF
provided 279 hours of FAC(i) capability and the U.S. Army provided
340 hours of observation/FAC(A) capability. Without this capae-
bility, nearly all formal observation would have been lost and
approximately 90% of postive control TACA/FAC(A) capability would
have been lost or in need of replacement fram USMC resources.
Recommendation It is recommended that prior to 2ll future operat=
ions obscrvation TACA/FAC(A) capability be given priority consid-
eration. Onoe the operation starts, it is often too late to con-
sider the need, for the resource may well be exhausted.

f. Economical Use of on Station Air On station alert aire
craft is the quickest aerial response to a threaty however, if not
used, it becomes sepmenhst expensive since it dilutes resources.
During Hastings, secondary targets were so abundant that is was
possible to keep on station air as a counter to an enemy threat and
to divert it to secondary targets just prior to its returning to
base 1f it were not otherwise used., This allowed an outstanding re-
action capability combined with a block by. fire and interdiction
capability. Recommendation It is recommended that whenever poss-
ible the procedure of using on station air for reaction be adopted,
but that it only be donc when the threat is sufficient to warrant it
or when secondary targets are available.

g. Formation Bombing. Arolight strikes were used extensivly to
interdict enemy concentrations. Although these are extremely,
offective as far as area coverage 1s concerned, they are lacking in
desired responsiveness since it takes so long to procure a strike.
Accordingly, it remains to find a2 substitute, to replace the Arc-
light in shock effectivenesss On one occasion during the operation,
a mass USHMC formation flight with 39 tons of ordnance was used to
bomb an enemy concentration. While still not approximating an Arc=-
light, it was most effective and more responsive to the Task Force
necdse Recomiendation It is recommended that a search bs made
within USIC resources to procure a strike capablility more nearly
approaching the Arclight in shock effect and total offectiveness.
Formation bombing controlled by the ASRT might well be a2 good do-
rarture in this search.

. he. Fallacy of Battle Damage Assessment as a Measure of Effect-
ivoness ~ & review ol Uperation Nastings prodices Vory 1eoW meaming-
ful battle damage assessments for air strikes. This was due partly
to the heat of battle but mors nearly the dense canopy and difficult

terrain. Under these circwitances BDA was all but impossible to
obtain, Time after time, aircraft engaged autamatlc weepons fire,
or even AA fire, only %o silence the fire and report "Excellent
coveriye of area. Thers can be no doubt "-the air . strikes were

jeet)

Such a count was - made impossible due to the.rapidity of the
alr-ground battle, the¢'.dense canopy and difficult terrain.

I Enclosure (8)
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Recommendation It is recommended that the effectiveness of a r not

be based on a BDi basis and that BDa be used for informational pur-
poses only. Further, it is recommended that new criteria be este
ablished for measuring BDa for air strikes, l.e., 1f 200 troops are
in a known area and the attack area is judged 80% covered then the
BDA would be judged 160 KIa probable.

5 Enclosure (8
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{- PSYCHOLOGE GAL WARFARE

OPERATI ON HASTINGS

1508008 July 1966 to 031200H Aug 1966

MISSION, The mission of Psychological Warfare operations is to support
combat operations and to assist civilian agencies in the control and
administration of the adjacent hemletsy to preclude the necessity of
magss destruction of land and property; end to Jimit, as much as possible,
tho loss of Marine lives, as well as those of the Vietnamese civilians
and the Viet Conge

OBJECTIVES. 'The objective of Psychological Warfare in Operation Hastings
was Tor (1) strengthen the credibility of Marine Corps might by creating
4n the minds of the VC=NVA, belief in the futility of their operatlions;
2) to provide ways and mean wherely the weaker members of the VC=NVA can
roturn to the recognized government without fear for themselves or thelir
farilies; (3) expose the weakness of the VC-NVA and their commmistic
regines, and to show thelr failuro to satisfy human needs and dignity.

CONCEPT. Subordinate units coordinated by this hoadquarters, would
Implonent Psyohological Warfare programs in conjunction with higher
hoadquarters, U.S. Armed Forces and Republic of Vietnam Armed Farces.

CAPATILI TLES
1., TASK FORCE DELTA

a. Task Force Delta had, within its own capabilitdies, one loud~
speakar urit with tepe recorder which could be mounted in aircraft for
1ive or taped broadcasts, vehicle mounted for live or taped broadcasts,
or could be ground-mounted and used for live or taped broadeasts.

[ b. Task Force Delta had the capability of leaflet drops on 2
Jimited area coverage such as mirht be requested by a unit in contact
en e guick run roquirement.

| 2 SUPPORTING FORCES

.8y Mhdvisoty Team 3, MACV, played the major support role in
Operation Hagtings by dally sgheduled leaflet drops and taped broad-
psats,  Two UelO aircraft dally dropped 200,000 leaflets on each flight
and tepad byoadoasts ranging from one and oneshalf hours to three hours
each -fii ght. . One 0-47 airoraft, used at night, dropped gome 600,000
Jeaflets per flight, on & ono flight a ri.ght schedules ' Ome houy ahd ™
a half to four hour broadcasis were conducted., These aircraft were
also available and utilized for on call special drops and broadcastsi
During the mineteen days of Operation Hastings, an estimated 16,000,000
Jeaflots were dropped on sixteon weather pormitting dsys. An estimated
92 hours of taped broadcasts wore also conducted.
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b, Pale Smiper Unit 1 of 155 CTG 76
ry live ang toped broades

2lta, This unit also pag

e a leaflet drop of safe
v1e morning of 0208001 Aug 1966, in

telligenco Yeports indi cated

type are very
the morale of VG-NVA troops can-

or of deserters defecting to

Yo Psyops, The operation

of'Psyops interest in that a numbep
of KIX .on. captives haq Psywar leaflets o

n their person, Four nva
defectors werc cerediteq to Psywar, Three of the defectors were
officers and

One a private firgt class, 411 surrendersd with safe
conduct passes,
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Lth Morinos (Rein), 372 phrine Divisi:n (Rein), FMF
FPO, San Francisc.:, 96602

C. mman.ing Officer, 1st F rcc Rocin Go

Froms

T 3 G mmoniinig Officcr, Lth M-.rincs

Subj: © mbat wfter hcti.n Rep'rt (Operation Hastiqgs)

Ref: (a) RentO 31203

Fncl: (1) Overley £ Oporation arch

1. Oporatiin Higtingse

2. 15 July - 031200H sug 1966

3, QU.iG TRL Prvinco, RVN, primrily in C.M LO District.

4. C mminl Hoadquartors enel ot with Hq Tusk Force Dolta.

S » ThSK ORGnNI Zi\v."ION
00, Dot i, Roc n Group Brav: Maj-r COLBY
€0, lut Forco Rec-.n Maj-r COLBY
CO, Co & (=) 3d Roe'n Bn C.ptain BEST ©
1st Plty, C~ &y 30 Rec n Bn 15tLt TERRYBONNE
24 P1t, Co D, 3% Recm Bn 2Lt BUHL
Sth Plt, 3¢ Reern Co 1stLt O'DONVELL
3d Plt, C. B, 1lst Roesn Co 1stLt GREEN

6, Supp-rting F rccs

e

of holic pterse

ive

ny MaG-16 supp rted the roc nnaissance offirt with @ Mroet frag

b 3/12 supp rte’l the rce-onnalssinec sffort by pl#cingiartilloxy
picces in ‘ircct gupp.rt roc nnaissance clomentse i

c. The supp:rb aff rloc by the ~bvo units was timoly -n. cffuct—

, M st inscrti ns “nu _xtracti.ns werc by holic pter and

“nly

scldrm was the schoduled time misscde The offcctivoness -f the

~rtillcry suppurt .can be julped by tho f1et roc .nnaissanecc clomonts .

kil

1o, 99 -NVA cnfirme: with “rtillory, 123 probable killed and

37 woundede

7.
LPOrRTAINg rCde 4S8 tho poraticon progreescly all throo £ the
regiments f this Divisi n werc icentifisd in ] o

Be

Intolliconcce 32UB WVa Divisi'n was.rop: rtol l;catod in

the

5 S

¥issi ne To provide oarly warning < I cnomy m voment into and/or
ut 7T tne Task F rco -bjcctive arcae ‘ : :

Enclosure (10)

DECLASSIFIED

.

v'l '

\



DECLASSIFIED
£t

9. Concept of _gration’fo maintain a continuous recom‘sance
scroen around the Task Force objective area laying particular
emphasis on natural avenues of approach. A

X 10, Execution. Recormalssance elements were inserted mes in ag
many difcrent locations to provide the reguired informiion. The .
rocomnaissance effort commenced 15 days prior to the actual start of
Operation Hastings during which time the enemy was located and his
principal routes of movement identified. The subsequent scheme of
maneuver of the Task Force was bagseduon this information. The areas .
covered by recon insertions are depicted on the overlay (enel €LY, Of
primary significance is the close cooperation between recon and artillery.
General Support artillery was placed frequently in direct support. '
On one occassion, a 5 man reconnaissance team observed approximabely 250
NVA LOO meters from their position. They called in artillery lkilling 50,
then callod in fixed wing air on the remainder. The first bomb, a ’
2,000 pounder was right on target. This patrol was conducted 2606U5H
- 2907530 July 1966 and the contact occured 2806U5SH = 280830H. (See
0p0 L5-66 and resulting patrol report). No USMC cesualties.

1le Results

a, WA  KIA(C) KIA(P) KB\ KBArty(C) KBArty(P)
15 0 50 99 bk
WIAC)  MIA(P) |
L1 323
b, USIC KA WA ML
0 6 0

c. Captured, 2 chicom pistols, maps, overlays, unit roster, threo
packs, assortod individual squipment,

d, Lost, 7 weaponse 6 destroyed in fire resulting when
helicopter crashed,

12, Administrative Matters

a, No resupply.

b, No maintenance,

c, Casualty evacuation by helicopter. Well and timely executed.
d, Transportation generally be helicopter. Normally goods

e. Cormunications by PRC=25, Radio relay sites and airborne
radio rela y both utilized to maintain contact with patrols.

f« None,

2 Enclosure (10)
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13« #pcciil Bqui ment ~nc Tochniquoes

a. The UH=-1E slick was usol oxtonsively for insertini an’t oXe
trocting small teams, It provod invaluable. For mere flexible thon
tho UH=34 r CH U6 frr small toums.

b. The arrangement whercby rcecn olomonts eall Jiroctly to the
muns £r ~rtillery su,.~rt is 'no f tho best in vati-ns ~f this wire
Rec n clements are a truly londy firec hiding in among cnemy units
with this ¢ .nbility in hande It prowed itself froquontly 'n this
woribione

¢. helic ;ters wero frogied Cirectly to roen wn operation
Hastin s, This cnsurel rapid rosy-nsc % tho roc nnaissanco ro-
quiramonts ~f tho C-mmandcing; Goneral anl all wod maximum Flexibility
in the rcesn off:rt. Thig ‘irect frag is cne.uragod for future
«..ratl-ns whore rec.nnaissance is oxpeeted to play a ma) .r r:lc.

1L, Oummonicrs anclysise From the roc nnaissinee stanl.int, this
weg 4 . o ,oritirn. N.st .f tho rue'n skills were usod ond use”
well. The im rtance f the rce.n/srtillery packago, whon ruc.n is
.cratin: within artillery rano, e nn't bo .ver om;-hasizod,.

15, Rce mmenlati-nse That o maj r rce uraissancc eff rt be & part
of any large oparaldon, v

3 : Encl 'surc (10)
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HEADUARTERS
1st Battalion, 3d lMarines
3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO 8an Francisco 96602
3 /RAN/ddn
3120
19 Aug 1966

From: Comrandine Officer

To: Commanding Gomeral, 3¢ Marine Division

Via: Commanding Officer, 3d Marines
Comendine General, Task Force Delta

Subjt Addendum #1 "Marine Corps Mattaxs™ to 1st Battelion, 3d
Marines After Aotion Report, Uparation HASTINGS

Ref ¢ a) Div0 3100,1B

§b§ RegtO 3120.1B

¢) 1st Bn, 3@ Mar After Action Report, Operation HASTINGS
1, During Operation HASTINGS this Battalion encountered three proe=
blem areas which are considered worthy of note and possible commend
aotion,

s, Roconnalssance elements were frequently inserted into a
Bottalion zone of action without consulting with the Battalion on
planned operations in the 2zone or whether or not the Battalion could
hendle the reconneissance mission within its own zone. On one
ocoasion, a reconneissance element was grronsously inserted on an
objeotive which this Battalion was preparing to seize and two meme
bers of the reconnaissance team were injured from preparatory fires
enlled on the objective by this Battalion., BSee paragraph 10b, (12)
of reference (c)e

Recomendationst That reconnaisssnce units oporate primarily
in reconnalssence zones and that their employment within e unit's
eone of action be closely coordinated with that unit prior to ine
sortion.

b, Boundaries and Fire Coordination Lines between adjacent
Battalions were frequently ill-defined end had to be resolved by
mitual agrecment betweon the battalions concerncd. This causcd
gome delays in the delivery of supporting arms fires becanse tho
highor headquarters FSCC was not always well informed on the oxact
loeation of boundaries and Firc Coordination Lines.

Recommendationt That boundarice and Fire Coordination Lines
betwoen units be assigned by a common superior headquarterse

ENCLGs i 2)
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o, Helicoptor flights often restricted the use of supporting
orms, On numerous oceapions mortar and artillery fire had to be

stoppod becemse of helicopter flights in or near the target aroa
ond on other occasions artillery bat<erics could not fire beemiso
of heliecopters operating near the artillery positions. Long doloys
in obtaeining preperatory fires on objectives wero caused by heli=
copter flights in the area.

Recommendation: That air activities be closely ocoordinated
with grownd nrits end swdporting arme so that routine resupply and
administiative 7lichts do not interforo with ground fire support
by indiscriminste overflight. The uso of helicopter approach and
rotiremrn’ .ancs or some other suitable control measure is cone
aidored necossarye.

. A
A
\-
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e ST ALY

HE. DQU..RTERS :
Lth Murinos (Roin), 34 iinrinc Divisi: n (Rein),
FPO, San Francisc., 96602

Fr:m: C.mrmm-'.ing.D.fflCcr, lst F rco Recon Ci
T S mmen ding Offigcr, Lth Mirinos

Subj: C mbut J—.ftrc‘z;'}fl‘.ct:i‘_n Rup rt (Operatdon Hfaﬁs'tin\gs)

Ref: {(a) Regto 3Jl20.3 .

Frnel: (1) Overley £ Opuratien arca

1. Operati.n Hostingse

2. 15 July - 031200H sug 1966

3. QU.NG TRI Provinee, RVN, primarily in CaM LO District.

Lbe C mmanl Hoaldquartors en-l ¢ 1o whth Hq Tsxsk F:oree Delta,

S5e TiSK ORG.NIZu'ION

C0, Dct iy Roe n Group Brav: Maj-r COLBY

€0, 1lst F-reco Rocn . Maj-r COLBY
€O, G s (=) 3¢ Rec'n B Captain BEST
lst P1t, G~ 4, 3¢ Ree'n Bn : 1stLt TERRYBONNE
2d P1t, Ce D, 3" Recn Bn _ 2Lt BUHL
Sth Plt, 3¢ Reeon Co - 1stLt O'DOMNELL
3¢ Flt, ¢ B, 1lst Reeun Gu 1stLt GREEN

6, Supp-rting F rcos

Ae  1LG=16 supp rtcl the ree mnaissanec Cff-Pt with 2 “ircet frag
+f helic | tcrsas

b. 3/12 supp rto: tho rce nnaigssnnec l.fi‘c rt by plicing &rtillory
picecs in irect suppirt £ ree nnudlssanco oloments.

ce Tho supp: rt aff plod by the b ve units wias timoly .n. cffuct
ive, M st insorti ns .ni .xtraeti ns worc by holie pter and nly :
scli-m was tho schoduled time misscde Tho offoctivoness f tho
Lrtillery suppurt .enn be julped by tho fret roc.nnulssincc clomonts
kille. 99 NVA  c¢onfimme! with rtillory, 123 probable killed mnd
37 woundul e .

L

7. Intclligoncc. 324B NVi Divisi'n was rop rtel l-eatod in the .
portting (roae a8 the poratisn progressel, all threo f the
rcgimonts - f this Divisi n worc identifiod in tho ’ncrating G,

8¢ Missi:n. T: provide eirly warning < £ cnemy m vement int. snd/or
ut T the Task F ree ~bjcctive arca. :

Enclosure (1{1)
)
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9. Concept of Operations To maintain a eont{nuous remnn!sa'nce , l

screon around the Jask Force objective arca laying particular
emphasis on natural avenues of approach. :

10. Execution. Reconnalssance elements were inserted 72 times in a8
many diiferent locztions to provide the required information. The
roconnadssance effort commenced 15 days prior to the actual start of
Operation Hastings during which time the enemy wWas located and his
principal routes of movement identifieds. The subsequent scheme of
maneuver of the Task Forco was baseduon this information. The areas
covered by recon insertions are depicted on tho overlay (énck (L)f. Of
primary significance is the close cooperation between recon ancl artillery.
Genersl Support artillery was placed frequently in direct support.

On onc occassion, a 5 man reconnalssance team observed approximately 250
NVA LOO meters from their position. They called in artillery killing 50,
then called in fixed wing air on the remainder. The first bomb, a

2,000 pounder w~s right on targel. This patrol was conducted 2606454

- 290753 . July 1966 and the contact occured 28064SH - 280830H. (See \
Op0 U5-66 aud resulting patrol report). No USMC casualties. \\ .
11. Results \
a, NVA  KIA(C) KIA(P KBA  KBarty(C) XBArty(P)
15 0 50 99 1k
L1 323
o, s A 199 o7y
0 6 ' o

c. Captured, 2 chicom pistols, maps, overlays, unit roster, three

packs, assorted individual squipmente

d. Loste 7 wcaponse & destroyed in fire resulting when
helicopter crashed.

12. Administrative Matters
as No resupplye
be Yo maintenance.
c. Casualty evacuation by helicopter. Well and timely executed.
d, Transportation generally be helicopter. Normally good.
e. Commnications by PRC-25, Radio relay sites and airborne

radio rela y both utilized to maintain contaet with patrols.

f.

None.

2 Enclosure (10)

DECLASSIFIED



TP T T

e Sk ci il

T I

TR

P

i g ifet ki LU L e R e b e e ]

TR

F

bt s e s R LR (e o i

fsdion

i g

DECLASSIFIED

v

13. #pocicl Equijmont and Tochniquea

a, The UH=1E slick was usod oxtonsively for inserting on” ox-
tracting small toams, It provod invaluablo. For miro flexiblo than
tho UH«34 .r CH L6 for small toums.

be. The arrangement whorcby roccn oloments eall Mdroctly tc the
quns £r nrtillery suyicrt is cno of tho best invati-ns of this wars
Rocon clomonts are a truly Jecdly force hiding in among onemy units
with this counbility in hande It proved itself frequontly -n this
wweratln.

c. Holic.jters wero frogcod cirsetly to ree~n. un ~peration
Hastin’s. This ensured rapld rosp-nse %~ the roc :nnalssance ro-
quiremonts ~f the C mmondin; Gonoral onl all wod meximum Nexibility
in tho roesn eff:rt. This ‘irect frag is oncoutaged fur future
~soratiens whoro recunnaissance 1s oxpoctod t. play a major rolos

1L, Gommonicrs anclysis. From the roc:nnalss:nde gtanly.int) this
wag a 1 . ,craticn, 8t .f the rooon skills word usol anc use’
well, Tho im rtance £ thd roc.n/artillory peckago when ree.n is
~,oréatiny within artillcry ranio, e'nnct bo .ver omj:hasizode

15, Roc mmondati.nse. That a maj r rocunalssance off rt bo a pert
of awy EoGe oparaBons L

3

3 - Encl “suro (14 )
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HEADQUARTER S
34 Marins Division (Rein), FNF
FrO, 3an Francieco 96602

goob7

80
Ser: 003A01767
JANT 7!

Fromt Commanding General
Tos Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force

fubj: Harine Corps Hatters Addendum to Combat After Aotion Report,
Operation HASTINGS

Encl: J'(1; Ltr from 3d Bn, 4th Mar 3/WKM/dld Sers 003066 of 11 Aug 1966
J(2) Ltr from lat Bn, 34 Msr 3/RAN/4dh %120 of 19 Aug 1966

1. Bnolosuxes (1) and (2) are forwarded separately from the Combat After
Action Report for Operationm HASTINGS, ma they pertain spscifically to in-
ternal Marine Corpa matiers.

2. The problens concerning close air suypport, employmant of recommsissance
elements, amsignment of boundaries and fire oocordination lines, and laok of
coordination batween helicopter flights and supporting arms which sve dis-
oussed, could have been avoided had dootrinal practices been employed by
units and individuals conoerned. Instructions relating to the prodlems
which were encountered and to their solution are to bs publighed to all M
farine Division unita.

Cnay Pia. 3 _‘r)‘ __3’_‘ Copiut
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Lot : . ~ 4TH MARINES (REIN)
HEADQUARTRRS S&C FILES
34 Battslion, 4th Mariues (=) (Rein) bbo 394
wdd Morine Division, Fleet Marine Force —
/0 FPO, San Francigoo, 96602 copY _d 07 Q _corIEs
L i ‘ Jd “”:\:iv': /,"‘U, 'VILI".'}; B/WEM/dld ‘
] \ ( - .“;«-u‘,w,.‘..:ff. i) 3100
UNCLASSIFIFD Ceors s 11 Auguat 1966
) SO 4¢

. T R & )
ADDENDUM TO AFTER ACTION REPORT oN/ ‘CPERATION HASTINGS
Ref: (&) DivO 3100.1B Ch#2 '

1. In accordance with reference (a) this Addendum to After
Aotion Report on Operation HASTINGS is submitted.

24 R_SUPPORT.

z. No problems were encountered with Air Support during
Operation HOLT. During Operation HASTINGS several problem
areas were brought to light. These incidents generally
involved a lack of adherence to established procedures.
The following paragraphs will attempt to point out these
incidents end bring about a re-emphasis of the procedures
not being adhered to-.

(1) On the first day of Operation HASTINGS the Bat-
talion Alr Officer wes unable to contact any heli-
copters inbound to the Battalion Lending Zone or in-
the vicinity of the Battalion operating areas It was
later learmed that the helicopter pilots had been
briefed to monitor different frequencies. It 18 be=
lieved that two helicopters would not have received
hits from enemy gunners during this operation had the
pilots been monitoring the same frequencies as the
eground wmits’s Air Officer. It 1s imperative that
both pilots and ground unit Alr Offlcers be briefed to
monitor the seme frequencies prior to the commencement
of sn operation such as this. The ground unit's Air
Officer can brief the pllots on these frequencies - -
prior to the eircrafts entering the battle area - on .
such rr'-“ers as disposition of landing zone, enemy
positic . safe approach routes, possible enemy fire,
etc. Adherence to such procedures is mandstory in
order to avert the loss of friendly lives and aircraft.

(2) A4nother problem encountered was the fact that
too often helicopters worlking in support of adjacent
wiits interfered with artillery and close air support
missions in the operation area of this battalion.
Since these aircraft, when working with adjacent

“ AEE
UNCLAS S b |
o o ‘(! / ) ENCLOSURE (S8
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wnits, sre not always able to monitor the same freq-
uencles as the unit receiving the artillery or close
air support, this unit cannot always inform them of
this support. 411 units should be aware of any are
tillery or air support being provided ad jacent units.
This information should be passed to any aircraft
entering the ares by the DASC, regimental FSCC, or
the unit for which these airoraft are performing a
migsion. If such interference continues legltimate
enemy targets may be lost or Triendly airoraft in-
advertantly destroyed as a result. If the al rcraft
interfering with such support are on a higher prior-
1ty or more urgent mission then that support, then
the unit receiving this support should be 80 informed
and the support missions oceased or postponed by either
the DASC or regimental FSCC until such time as they
can be safely continued.

(3) Another incident indicating non-adherence to es-
tablished procedures involved an el rcraft firing a
rocket into friendly positilons (no casualties). The
pilot of this alrcraft did not have communications
with the TAC (A) or the ground units FAC and had only
sporadic cummunications with his f1ight leader. The
bth Marines Operation Order 301-66 clearly states
that no close a’r support strikes will be flown with-
out positive control of a TAC(A) or an FAC. It must
continually be emphasised to pllots flying close air
support missions that they are not to participate 1n
such strikes when they do not have commumication with
the person controlling the sirike, whether TAC(A),
FAC or both. This proordure has baeen established to
preclude ordanance being dropped on friendly positions.
Non-adherence to these procedures can result in the
same type of incldent as this with, quite possiblys.
friendly cacualties as a result.

The above incident also points out the all-im-
portent fact that positive terget identification is
sbsolutely necessary prior to running a Close Alr Sup=-
port Strike. This also is to preclude ordanance being
dropps ! on friendly positions.

v shove incident also pointed out a lack of ad-
herence 5o established radio procedures. The ground .
FAC had cwitched his radlo frequency to the Battallon
TAC net from the air control frequency so that the.
patrol leader could make a report to the Battalion COC.
It is mendatory that FACs remain on air control freq-
wency st ail tires. Any informatlion thet must be pas-
sed to higher echelpas—cen-be-releyed over thees nets

if the proper nets Eﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁ pl o

i#
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to another frequency in such a situation he 1s, in
effect, relinquishing control of any alircraft that
may be working with him at the time. Again, these
procedures must be adhered to in order to prevent

ordensnce being dropped on friendly unltss

[ (:;‘iﬁi;sgms:,if;)
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