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1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Fleet Marine Force Pacific 
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CONTROL NUMBER 
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5750 
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SEC RET (UNCLASSIFIED upon removal of enclosures) 

From: Commanding General 
To: Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force 

Subj: Command Chronology 

Ref: (a) CTF 79 300846Z APR 72 

Encl: (l)-CG, Task Force Delta Itr 3:JMB:jnr over 5750 
Ser: 00324572 of 16 Sep 72 

),' '. (2) -CO, MAG:::-12 Itr 3:PDW:rlb over 5750 Ser: 003A25472 
of 10 Sep 72 

1. In accordance with reference (a) the 1st MAW Command 
Chronology for August 1972 was submitted on 20 September 1972. 

2. ~e enclosed chronologies were not available for inclu­
sion with the 1st MAW Command Chronology and are forwarded 
separately. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
Task Force Delta 

FPO San Francisco 96602 

Corrrrnan<'llnp: (1eneral 

ij]!NJ If'L.11 n\ (';)c-?n.;~~'~I.I.,~r . ,'. :pl .~ .,1 .. ;1, ,·1 , 
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3 :JMB: jnr 
~750 
00324572 

ftSEP 1973 

Commandant of the Narine Corps (Code ED) 
(1) Conummdi np: C'eneral, Fjrflt J1artne Ai rcraft ~Hng 
(2) Co'nm18ndinrr (jenera1; F10et Iclarine Force, Pac1fic 

t;onunBnd Chrono1of,Y for period 1 August 1972 through 
31 !~t1L1st 1972. 

Ref: (a) jJ;O 5750.1C 
(b) .1rl:O 5750.1P 
(c) !lI:'h~jn 1st j!\,v; 2806552 Apr 72 (1..1) 

fi~nc1: (1) rr'Dflk Florce Delta Co';mRnd Chronology 

1. (F) In compl iance with the provis ion of reference s (a) 
throw:,:h (c), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2. (TT) 'Fbis lett~r is dOHp e:raded to unclassified upon 
rernoval of' e Del0 s nre (1). 
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HJ-;;ADOJJf\nT~RS 

Task Force De 1 ta 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

COHHAND CHRONOLOGY 

1 ~AT;GFS'1' 1972 '1'0 31 ATGTT;'1T 1972 

INDE!X 

PART I - Or~anizational Data 

PAWL' II - 'orrr!tive c;unnnary 

fA wr TIl - ~)oquential List j nps of Significant i~;vents 

PAHT IV - :':;upportjnrr Documents 

8~ ncl0 sure (l) 
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PART I 

rras)~ POY'ce Delta 

1;'arj ne {',ircraft r.rolJr-l.5 

Labile Construction Fattalion 5 

COHT1ANDrm 

EGe nA. ll. 0' DO L'; NE LL 
1-22 Au,gust 1972 

BGen R. ,i. rpl\YIJOR 
23-31 Au~ust 1972 

Colonel K. O'KE~EF']!: 
l-Q August 1972 

Colonel A .,J. TALT~'mT 

9~-31 ~ugust 1972 

Cmdr R. J. VCll 11GB ,TR. 
1-31 August 1972 

Larine (\ir Tlefuel:inrr ~~quadron 1.52 
De tncr.ment 

Najar F. ~1. O'CONJ'rm 
1-6 Aue;ust 1972 

~:e U<1Cluarters And I iF! intenance 
~:~L1nclron 36 Detcchment 

Io~jstjc ~urport Group 
De tnclunent 

7rrll CIT 
De taell1Yl0nt H 

2 

I'ajor A. E. TBT!;mUAULT 
7-31 August 1972 

Major D. J. conq 
1-31 Aupust 1972 

J'ia lor ':,;. j). crOK 
1-26 ,1\ ugus t 1972 

LtCol F'. '["). J'vTCL"H; !,-N JB. 
27-31 August 1972 

Captain ,':;. L. ]';(l'{;:R 

1-2L" Au,,~·us t 1972 

C:0-3 .J. G. ,:\TmLHm 
25-31 Au~ust 1972 

1-31 11.t1 cY tJS t 1972 

fl n ' \ [1,'--' f\ r," .r,o, 

• ; '- \ l '.~ ••• ~-""r.... ... J l I • " ~, ~ 
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AnsiAtant Chief of Staff, G-l 

Assistant Chicf of Staff, G-2 

As~1stant Chiof of Staff, G-3 

tsoistant Chief of Staff, G-4 

i\:Lj.stant Cbi0f of ~taff, G-J5 

~U9;)ly C ff:i.cor 

:C,." inoo]"' Cfficer 

"'-' 
litCo 1 n. (~. ~. ~'\.l;r~!~::: 

1-31 AU'"71~St 1S'72 

Capt T,·. PALLO, lT1L 
1-31 AUfust 1972 

I a jar J. 1''1. I' /,R"};l L'\.~,'l1 
1-31 t, U,f1: us tIS' 7 2 

LtCo1 T" • • T, nmrrs 
1-31 AUF"llst 1972 

!.tCol ·V. ;'r. JTA;<·c~r·r~A1"'.>~J1 

1-31 A ue,; Uf; t 1 972 

Capt T. D. O'.TSYS 
19-31 Au~ust 1972 

1 a.jor ,_~. G. J'/\C;,..:-,·· ;f-'-": 
1-31 I\U"'U8t 1°7c 

i'ajor L. ::) .• Tnc,~: 

1-31 AU~U8t 1~72 

Officor ':nlistecl Officer En1istQd Officer ~nl lstcd 

2/1.6 o ? 

,I~A 

Cfficer ~nlistod Civilian 

(I 19 

IJ i\ or J11 \ T T"tl ~ 2. ~·i:; ~j\.r;~t . 
"'l-,c j',lOnth of /'.u"'IJ~;i:, saw mask Porce Dolta aviation units 

"':cacluaJ ly j-r'-prove tbe ir abllit;;· to conduct cor;1bat operatj.ons 
jn sUfJPort o.t' 7th "ir I'orco and the r~epubl:tc of i.ij3tnar,1. 
"h,c; <~CO')3 of tho 0 neratlon Hh:i,cb had previousl~r :i.nclucled 
[J h--to -:;r(l lmc: Jd si:dons :tn and around the D~"3, r'~\-l and 

-; ~1::J ~;oll as fdr-to-air (T:Anr~A;') llliss},ons Hlon~ the 

". -.'~"-.. 
\ "-":3" '"1r,""--'" I;; 

, .~! , ~ - - -' 

'4~ __ __ 
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eastern and \Vestern borders of North Vietnam was expanded 
further to include a1l-vve ather "systems" attacks by our 
A-6 he~1Vy haulers into RP-l. Durtng the endeavor to 
achjeve efficient re 1 :tablG combat operat t-)ns the mile stone 
of 1500 combat sorties from Nam Phong was passed. 

On the rl1inus slde of the ledger, h01-J'ever, VEPA-232 
10 st an F-4.T jus t sbort of runway 01 due to fue 1 exhaust ion. 
'rhe aircraft 'It:os re turni_ng from an Ill" Combat Mane uvering 
traininr:' flight at a ttme when the weather prevented visual 
navigation and all station navigational aids were inoperative 
or o.ther Hi_sa not useable. Both n~rcre1~1'Y>'len- successfully 
ejected and sustained only m1.nor:i,#j1U!te.a. They were recovered 
by ",Ii' Delta ,':jim aircraft. Tragedy strucl{ again on 26 August 
'ltlhen "Lotion Alpha" flight from Vm'A-232 vJ'8S enraged by a 
flight of TUG aj_rcreft jon northeastern Laos and the wi:mg~~' 
man viaS shot do'ltTn. rEhe attack b:." the rGGs was not detected 
until a missile impacted and destroyed the number two 
aircr[lft clue to a unique failure of radar and communications 
invo1v:tnp: tHO separate control agencies as well as the 
I-Iotion fjpl1ters. /\p;ain both aircrewmeni·~ected and made 
voice contact Hj th re ::,cue aircraft. Du1"ioe the attempt to 
re se ue the pilot, inte nse enemy p:round fire forced the 
"Jolly Creen" aircr:ft out of tbe ~o,~ .'-' Th3 second rescue 
aj_rcr9ft succeeded in recove~dng the' RIO 'w:i.th only minor 
injurtes. Cont2ct with the pjlot, however was never re­
establisbed in spite of contlnuing efforts over the period 
of t\Vo d8~TS. He is pre sently 1 isted as miss ing in act ion. 

:nhe construction effort continued to forge ahead 
durine: tho rnonth with tl1e completion date of the second 
permanent mess hall and the on site hospital cor.1plex drawing 
sir;nificBnt1y neareI'. rrhese facilities, ,when complete, will 
contribute to the overall health and morale of all assigned 
personnel. 'rhe COJrmletjr-,n of the helicopter pad and matntenance 
comYllex as well 88 the ilHGR detachment maintenance area \-leI'e 
further steps t01-wrd ln8x:i.mum efficiency. The ir use coupled 
Hi th the nevrly comp1e te d 250 ft hy 500 ft JU-1-2 parki.np: ramp 
extonsjon allo\·mo the helicopters to be moved from the south 
hirh speed turnoff. This same construction provided that 
the t"nkers could be pBrked along the west side of the AI':-2 
a1)rOn so that inj'ound C-130 aircraft could load and off-
load on the apron adjacent to the Hir freight terminal. 
,Jork cont j_nued thro uC'hout the month on other h ie;h priority 
pro je ct s s uch a~! the sle ctrical pOvler distribution system, 
sup-'11y warehollse, IvIABS maintenance facilities, the avionics 
comnlex maintenance and storage facility and myriad other 
S!11a 1J.er nrojects. The highly . 
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cr1.tical rum-my spalling problem was ·corrected duri11j the 
month by the application of epoxy cement patchea. Tnoae 
patches and the construction of AM-2engine high power 
turnup areas off the runway have resulted in the elimination 
of any further damage to the runway surf"ace. 

VI-iGR-152 D3taclunent Delta continued their outstanding 
combat support effort without the loss of a single aerial 
refueling rlission. rfuey continued in fact, to average lO~ 
availability in support of their vital operation:.. They 
not only flew 65 combat support missions, but also completed 
70 arJministrative or 10g1.stic flights wh11e satisfying 
a lQultitude of short fl:sed, critical requirements. Theile 
efforts re sul ted in a total of .322.8 hours be ing compiled 
and 774, T'O gallons of JP-IJ,. being delivered to the fighters. 

'The all hands effort was also demonstr·ated by H&HS-.36 
Detachrnent Delta Vlho flew 238 medevac, SAR or'administrative 
sorties for a total of 19L~.3 hours. During these flights 
a tot8l of 23" 000 po unds of cs.rgo" 1413 passengers and 16 
medevacs vTere carried. 10 of the medevacs were emergency 
in nature. ~he exceptional professionalism of th1s detachment 
was demonstrated on 2 Lugust when they were at the site of 
the crashed F-4J and bad commenced pickup of the ejected 
cremo.embers in 10 ss than fi va minutes after the ~nannounced 
eject ion. 

SQ;QUSNTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1 Au[';ust 1972 

2 AL1f~ust 1972 

8 Au[':ust 1972 

Special Colonel Tuantong (Thai 
Supreme Command G-3), Special 
Colonel Viscian (Thai Supreme 
Command G-2) Group Captain Nimol 
(new Nrun Phong Rt'AFB Commander) and 
party of 18 received staff briefing 
tour of facility. 

First permanent mess opened. I!'-4J 
aircraft from VMFA-232 crasbed three 
miles from Nam Phong returning from 
a training mission. 

Following visitors were briefed on 
operations~logistics, and construction 
matter'S: 
Barry J. Shi111to, Asa't SecDef (in­
stallattons and Logistics) 
LtGen 1'looline" USA, CINCPAC J4 
Tholnas D.r·forris" Ass' t Comptroller 

~------~~~~., 
. h f'l '\ ~ ~ ~ri\ ~ r?? n rr,m1:rn'. 

• .',' 't"~ ,<' ,; _; ;j l.;~LW 
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10 Au(';ust 1972 

12 August 1972 

13 August 1972 

19 August 1972 

23 August 1972 

25 August 1972 

26 August 1972 

29 Auvust 1972 

DECLASSIFIED 

EGen Johansen, USA, DepDir, Supply 
and Maintenance Service and party of 
ten. 
NajGen Spanjer, J3 CINCPAC, and party 
of three were briefed on operations. 
HajGen Brown, CG, 1st r·TAvl and party 
of 12 were briefed on general situation. 
Command of NAG-IS' passed from Col 
K. O'Kf:l::EFFTI to Col A. \"T. TALBSRT. 

Governor Burie Tornlulmo of Khon :r;-aen 
and party of eleven received 
orientation visit. 

VH.A(Ati) -533 flew first nie;ht systems 
mission. 

One i-1arine Lance Corporal from LSG 
Delta died from being overcome by 
carbon monoxide fumes while on 
authorized liberty in Udorn, Thailand. 

Construction of hospital complex 
completed. 

Construction of helicopter ramp and 
maintenance facility completed. 

"l11ss America-USa Show" presented 
on stage adjacent to permanent mess. 

F-4J aircraft from VIvIFA-232 shot 
down by lUG aircraft during Line­
backer mission. RIO recovered, 
but pilot is missing in action. 
All security towers for bomb dump 
completed. HAG-15 passed 1500 
sorties since arrival at Nam Phong. 

VMGR maintenance facility completed. 

PART IV 

Chronologies of Subordinate Units 

Commands &: Supporting Docmnents 

The document listed below is considered significant. 

8.. v I~AG-15 Command Chronology. 
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