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Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 July 1973 through 
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IN REPLY REFtR TO. 

7/EHM/wra 
5750 
8 Jan 1974 

J r, r, ··· .. r ~ ........ ' ... ----------".~~- .. = 

FIRST ENDORSEMEJT~_'o~ .. 6~/',~~~~rr~,~*~] Delta's Itr 3/NAS/j dl 
ove'!' S15D ~er. ~o. 003A28273 of 23 Oct 1973 

-. ". ----...;. 

From: Commanding General 
To: Commandant of the,Marine Corps 
Via: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 

Subj: Command Chronology for period of 1 July 1973 through 
21 September 1973 ~ 

1. Forwarded. 

2. This chronology is late because it has been used ~8 a 
reference source for The Rose Garden story, a document of 
lessons learned from ou~ experience at Nam Phong. 

W. • BROWN 
Chief of Staff 

CLASSIFIED BY: 1st MAW CMCC 
SUBJECT TO GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION 
SCHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11625 
AUTOMATICALLY DOWN-GRADED AT TWO YEAR 
INTERVALS. 
DECLASSIFIED ON 31 DECEMBER 1981. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
Task Force Delta 

FPO San FranoiRoo 96602 

Il'tT f--
nrrrW(i\f/ h.~rrun 

.....T 
3/NAS/jdl 
5750 
003A28273 
23 Oot 1973 

Via: 
g~::~~ . ~.JI~~~~~~~~~::~~~ rps 
(l) Commatld{n'~"l1~"" iret Mar1.ne Airoraft Wing 
(2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Poroe,Paoiri~ 

Subj: Command Chrono1o~y for period of 1 July 1973 through 
21 September 1973. 

Re f: ( a) MCO 5750.1D 
(b) FMFPACO 57~O.8B 
(c) WgO 5750.1B 

Enc1: (1) Task Force Delta Command Chronology 

1. (TT) Tn oomp1ianoe with the provisions of referenoes (a) 
throur,h (0) eno1osure (1) is submitted, 

2. (u) This letter is down-p:raded to lln01ass 1 fled upon 
removal of enclosure (1). 

CLASSIPIFD BY: TFD G-3 
SURJT.":CT 1'0 GENERAL DECLAC::SIFICfl"'JON 
SCHRDTTL4; rF EVBCUTlVE O:'1D'RR 11625 
AUTOMArrrCALLY DO"VlN-G-RADr.:D A'r rrwo YEAR 
IWTlp,RVALS. DRCLA:-iCiT'F'IRD ON 31 DRCE~ER 1981 
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 

1 July 1973 to 21 September 197~-'--""-----J 

PART I 

PART II 

PART III 

PART IV 

PART V 
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INDEX 

ORGANI7,ATIONAL DA'l'A 

NARRA'l'IVE 

SEQ~~TIAL LISTING OF SIGNIF-
ICANT EVENTS 

VISITING VIP'S 
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ORGANI~.t\."fIIONAL DATA 

PART I 

1. (u) D~SIGNATION CO J'11·fA NDER 

Task Foree Delta BGen R. W. TAYLOR 
1 Ju1 1973 - 13 Aug 1973 

BGen :rol. T. JANNELL 
14 Aug 1973 - 21 Sep 1973 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

Marine Aircraft Group-IS Col A. W. 'T'AT,BRRT 
1 Ju1 1973 - 2h Jul 1973 

",r;" '-' 

Col D. E. BJORKLUND 
25 Ju1 1973 - 21 Rep 1973 

Marine Aerial Refueling 
~)quadron-152 Detachment 

Maj L. W. ALLEN 
1 Ju1 1973 - 1 Aug 1973 

Maj H. F. CL~MENC~ 
2 Aug 1973 - 21 Sep 1973 

Peadquarters and Main­
tenance SQuadron-36 
Detachment 

Maj J. G. MeeA?E 
1 Ju1 1973 - 21 Sep 1973 

Lopistics Support 
(iroup Detachment 

TrH CI'r Detachment 

2. (TJ) LOCATION 

Maj J. p. MANGAN 
1 Ju1 1973 - 2~ Aug 1973 

Maj A. H. MULLlrrAN 
26 Aug 1973 - 21 Sep 1973 

2NDLT J. L. FAIRCLO~ 
1 Ju1 1973 - 21 Sep 1973 

Nem Phong RTAFB, Thailand 1 Ju1 1973 - 21 Sep 1973 

3. (u) STAFF OF'FICRRS 

Chief of Staff 

LtCo1 L. W. SCHWINDT 
29 Aug 1973 - 21 Sep 1973 
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-Assistant Chief of Staff 
G-1 

Assistant Chief of Staff 
G-3 

Assistant Chief of Staff 
G-4 

• •• • :r -~ : •••• • • • • • • • • • • •• 

•• • • • • •• 

e-... ....... 
CWO -2 D. EGAN 
1 Ju1 1973 - 21 Sep 1973 

LtCo1 R. PLANT 
1 Ju1 1973 - 28 Au~ 1973 

LtCo1 N. A. SMI~ 
29 Aug 1973 - 21 Sep 1973 

LtCol R. C. TASHJIAN 
1 Jul 1973 - 21 Sep 1973 

•• • ••• • • • • • ••• • • • • • ••• •• Enclosure ( 1) 
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NARRA'fIIVE 

PART II 

'flask Tlorce Delta tact1cal air units continued combat 
operations in the KhmernRepub1ic from 1 July 1973 to 1'; 
Auaust 1973. 

Durinr, this period the F-LI squadronFl continued their airo 
to ~round support in the ¥hmer Republio flyin~ twelve (12) 
to twenty (20) sorties per day. The A-6 involvement contin­
ued to be five (5) night sortles daily. As previously report­
ed, the F-4s were used in direct air support wtth the A-6s 
being used for night tarp.:ets and RADFAC beacon bombing. Dur­
ing this final period the F-4's flew 572 Oombat sorties wh1le 
the A-~'s flew 216 combat sorties. 

R~,[\1S-36 Detachment DeHa is ap'ain to be commAnded for 
their extraorodinary professionalism and efficiency. In fly­
ing the ir diverse miss ions dur1 n~ th is period the de tachment 
lo~~ed 377 sorties for a total of 297 hours, transporting 
1217 paRsengers and 30,830 pounds of cargo. 'fIbe only problem 
encountered was the (!rouna; n(;1' of all CR -46' B due to rotor 
blade problems. Fortunately this occurored after-the 15 Au~ust 
cease fire. 

Since 1 July 1973, \rr.mR-152 Detachment Delta has contin­
ued their exemplary support of ~ask Force Delta. Durin~ this 
period they logged 365 sorties for 1348 hours while dispens­
ing 894,531 gallons of fuel to 360 receiver aircraft. 

On 15 August 1973, the cessation of United states 1.n­
volvement in combat operations was announced and Marine Corps 
air support in Cambod1a came to an end. ~he following day, 
all 'flask Force Delta units condllcted a safety stand down. 

On 17 August 1973, the air uotts of Task Force Delta re­
turned to a vigorous train:lnp- schedule as they had done 
earlier in February. ~he uncertainty of the i ceaBe ftre nec­
essitated constant trainin~ so as to remain an effective 
force in readiness. 

After the 15 Au~ust cease fire everoy effort was made td 
ready Task Force Delta for a pass ible retrop:rede movement 
while maintaining a high level of operational readiness. A 
prop:ram of equipment inspections had 1nentified many excesses 
which were retrograded as early BS feas ible. Also ldentif1ed 
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were many unserviceable items. These items were turned over 
to in-country disposal sites so as not to unnecessarily in­
crease T'etroP'rade shipp:!ng re~uirem:mts. 

On 27 Au~ust 1973, ~ask Force Delta received the retro­
prade warnin~ order and cnntinued prenarations for retrograde 
in accordance with 'rask Force Delta OpPlan 1-73 and the COMUS­
!.IACTHAI IIGreen Lite" Pro~ramming Direotive of 10 August 1973. 
On 30 August the "execute" was received and the first A-6' s 
flew out followed by the F-4's on 31 August and 1 September. 
The base facilities were vacated by an a1.r and surface lift 
that commenced on 3 Septemher and term1nated on 21 September, 
Portions of the facilities, as they were vacated, were turned 
over to the Royal Thai Government. In the retro~rade movement, 
21u7 Harines were withdrawn, primarily by air, and 3081 short 
tons were surface lifted while 1636 short tons were airlifted. 
On 21 September 1973, formal ceremonies dedicated the base fa­
cilities to the Royal Thai Government. Thai renresentatives 
included LtGen KANJORN, Asst D cis Thai Supreme Command; Col 
S~RI, Thai Supreme Command; and Col NI~~L, RTAFB Naro Phon~ 
Commander, The United States Marine Corps was represented by 
Mr~n F. C. LANG, CG First Marine Aircraft Wing and RGen M. T. 
JAN~~r.L, CG Task Force Delta. Commander United States Mili­
tary Assistance Command, ~hailand was represented by Col 
CHRTO, nSAF, Chief of Staff of COMUSMACTHAI. 

~he fol10win~ operational statistics are renorted for the 
OPAT'Bt1ons of Task Force nelta at the "Rose Garden". 

Task Force Delta 0perat i onal Statistics 

17 June 1972 - 21 8eptember 1973 

TOTAL FOURS 
TOTAL SOR~IES 

TOTAL COMBAT HOURS 
TOTAL COt-mAT SORTIF.:S 

TOTAL nOJlffi TO~T'FAGE 

30,998 
18,559 

16,377 
10,215 

24,~8h 

MAG-IS Operat10nal Statistics 

17 June 1972 - 21 September 1973 

FLIGHT DATA 

TOTAL HOURS 
TOTAL SORfTlIES 

• I 

•••• • • • • 

VMFA-115 VNFA-232 vr-~A (AW) -~33 

7,218 
4,'537 

•• •• 
• •• I • •• • 
: If i2 : 
'1 •• 

9.,.360 
5,792 

•• I • •••• • • • • , .. '. : .:' ~~~~---,~~=... • • ••• • •• •• • 
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• P 2 .. 
COHTlAT HOURS 5,877 6, t5/.tO 
COMBAT SOR'T'IES 3,566 4, ~lO 

FIGR J'.1(')NTH HOURS 677.1 814.) 
HTr1H ~,fnN'1'H SORTIES 11711 515 

II TGrT r'iON'T'H CO MRAT HO URS 650.2 7~2.7 
HIGH MJWrH COMBAT SORTI~S 455 4 0 

TOTAL Po}1R TONNAGE 7,522 9,278 

HPcMS-36 D~rp "D" Operational Statistics 

17 June 1972 - 21 September 1973 

TOTAL HOURS 

TOTAL SOR'T'TRS 

SAR SORTIES 

AIRCRBW RRSCURD 

l~TIDF:VAC SORTIES 

MF,DTWAC PA'T'TENTS 

'T'O'l'AL PASSENGERS 

TOTAL CARGO (LBS) 

2,)56 

2,956 

80 

12 

68 

64 

13,176 

VMGR-l$2 D'F.T "D" Operational Statistics 

17 June 1972 - 21 September 1973 

TOTAL HOURS 

TOTAL SORTI'RS 

AJREF TOTAL HOURS 

ATpPF ~'T'AL SORTIES 

TOTAL JP-4 GIVE AvJAY (GAL) 

'm'T'AL P~Crr:TVRR AIRCRAF'T' 

6,766 

2,168 

5,281 

1,500 

4,568,533 

,3,988 
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- S UENTIAL ISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EV 
------~~~~~~~--------~~~-----

1 July 1973 

3 July 1973 

16 July 1973 

18 July 1973 

19 July 1973 

20 July 1973 

25 July 1973 

3 Au~us t 1973 

8 August 1 0 73 

14 AutT,ust 1973 

PART III 
i 

LtCol H.C. IVY flew his hl)Oth combat missi.on 
prior to be~n~ re11eved by LtCol C.V. SHTLJ.TE 
who assumed command of the Silver W,a~les of 
VMFA-115. 

A T-28 from the 1)6th SOW,RTAFB Udorn, lost an 
engine and crashed just short of the approach 
end of runway 01 at Nam Phong 0805G. Both air­
crewmen were rescued, uninjured. 

Necessary Maintenance/Repairs were completed on 
3,000 feet of runway/taxiway at Nam Phong. 

MOTION ONE (VMl"A-232) flight, Mission NR67~~ re­
ported a poss1ble SA-7 fired at the flip:ht while 
on tar~et in Cambodia, reported by MAG-15 OPREP-4. 

EGen R.W. TAYLOR CG Task Force Delta, visited 
Gov CHAROEN of Udorn Province and MOen SAWONG, 
Northeast Thailand Army Co~nderl 

Col D.E. BJORKLUND relieved Col A.W. TAL~ER~ 
as Commandin~ Officer of MAG-15 at 0930G. 

The MAC~AI Drug Abuse Team completed lectures 
to Task Force Delta personnel. 

MAG-l ~ F-4 S(luadron' s de ily combe t sort1e!'1 were 
increased to twenty (20). 

Dr. R.~. \'JTLP,tm, .AR ~t Se ere tery of Defense, 
Health and RducAtio~, visited Nem Pbong, brief­
ed on the Dru~ and Alcohol Abuse Pro~ram. 

VMFA-lll) was presented the Meritorious Unit 
Citation for the period of 10 Nov lq6e to 20 
May 1970 

• I 
•••• 
I • 

• • 
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15 August 1973 

16 August 1973 

17 August 1973 

27 August 1973 

30 August 1973 

31 August 1973 

1 Septemher 1973 

2 September 1973 

3 September 1973 

5 Septemr:er 1973 

DECLASSIFIED 
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BGen M. T. JANNELL assumed comma Wff8f~ fA\@~n>nSv, ' 
rrask Force Delta this date. @ lA\~iWuiJ UI.6L0 I 

Bombin~ halt announced. All combat oper­
ations cease. Safety stand down commences, 

Task Force Delta units conduct Safety 
stand down, 

Task Force Delta units commenced train­
ing flights 

VMA(AW)-533 was presented the FMFPAC 
Safety Award, 

Received warning order for retrof"rade. 

Received execute order for retro~rade. 
rroday is designated as "R"day. 

Last SITREP of Task Force Delta, 

ALCE Team aboard. 

VMA(AW)-;33 commences tactical aircraft 
fly-away to MCAS Iwakuni, Japan. 

VMFA-115 commences tactical aircraft fly­
away to NAF Naha, ~kinawa. 

Approximately 50 press correspondents 
aboard to observe the departure of the 
last tactical a i.rcraft from Nam Phong. 
U.S. and foreign press were represented. 

VMFA-232 oommences tactica 1 e i.rcraft fly­
away to NAS Cubi Point, Philinpines. 

Surface lift by civilian trucking and or­
ganic truoking commences. 

Liaison team from COMUS¥ACTHAt arrived 
to coordinate base turn over. 

MAC ai~lift commences. 

Royal Thai Government representRtlves 
arrive and accept cllstody of the bomb 
dump. 

· f' •• .. :J::e~: : 
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7 ~eptemher 1973 "'ssk 'Porce Delta hosts 1unche;Co)tn~.;-1nle"'!~t-__ J 
~nclude ~a.1or General "'FAlI1Etl), rr'ha~ National 
'Pol i ce neneral, (T(")vernor 'RTTRr, Khon Yeen 
Prov1nce, l~r.Jere RROH-KAHN, United 
3tate!'t ConRul, Udorn and Rr~p:adier Gen-
eral HTLDRRrr'H, CG 13th AF ADVON. 

10 Septemher 1973 R'T'G renref1entatives accent custody for 
the f~rst portion of' cantonment, 

14 ~,eptemher 1973 HAC e i rll ft complete; 1636 short tons 
flown out. PA~MA airlift commences sup­
plemented hy orp:anic C-130's. 

15 Septemher 1°73 R'T'G representatives accept custndy of 
rema1n;ng Nam Phon~ facilities. 

17 September 1973 USg Puerto Rico arrives Bt Satteh1p, 
rr'hailand for surface cargo destined for 
Twakun i.. 

18 ~eptemher 1973 Burface 1 i ft completed, :081 short tons 
of car,p-'o moved to deep Hater port at 
gattarip, Thailand. 

20 SAptember 1973 USS Green Poreat arrives at Sattahip, 
rr'hailand for surface car~o de~tjned for 
Ok;,nawa. 

21 Septemher 1973 Rase turn over cermo~tes cnn~ucted and 
remainiop- "'~ar;nes re .... art tn comnlete 
airllf't. A total of 21117 Marinef\ ha,re 
heen re~rorraded. 

• • •••• • • • • 
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VISITING VIP'S 

PART IV 

e...----..... 

Receivinv, Staff Rriefin~s and ~our of Fec11ities 

2 July 10 73 

7 .Tuly ]073 

22 July 10 73 

24 July 1973 

25 tTuly 1973 

14 August 1973 

18 Aup'us t 1973 

19 AUP'ust 1973 

25 AUlZust 1973 

"0 C I AllfTust 1973 

1 September 1973 

5 ~eptem'her 1973 

7 Sept. ember 1973 

Air Vice MFlrshel PRAWA'r, Yice Commander 
RTAF mAC 

'PGen l-lTLDnmH, TT8AF, Conunenoer 13th Advon, 
RmAFP TToorn, mha nand 

Col W.R. R~wL~R, TRMC, ARst Chief of Steff 
G-3 Ti'MAW, Col W,P. 'PROWN, TTSMC, FMAW, r,ol 
o .L. OhT"R:NS, Ug~·~C, As~t Chief of Staff 11-1 
FMAvl, Capt W.R. HmJARD, USN, F~AW Chapla in 
and Capt W.J. HODDER, USN, FMAW Dental 
Officer 

Col D.E. BJORKLUND, USMC 

MGen Ti'. C. LANG, CG FMAW 

FGen M.T. JANNELL, Incoming Command1n~ 
General, mask Force Delta 

rt."Gen H. P. RYAN, CG III r-~AF 

MGjn F.C. LANG, CG FMAW 

RAdm J .R. FISFER, USN, CO:'PACDIVNAVFACF:NGCOM 

Gen .ToW. vno'r, CnMUSSAG/7th Air Force 

LtGen KANJORN, AsstD CIS, rrhai Su"Oreme 
Command and Staff 

Col S~R:r, rrha 1 Supreme Commend Renresent .• 
ativA, for hase turn-over 

~~Gen 1<'. C. I.A. NG, cn FMAW 

~!Gen mFAltJF.F., ~ha1. NaU.ona1 Police, Gov FTTRT, 
Khon Keen Prov~nce, Mr ~T. PoROH-KAHN, U.S. 
Consul, Udorn, BGen HILDR"R:~B, CO 13th AF 
Advon. 

21 8eptember 1973 LtGen KANJORN, Aset D cIs, Thai Supreme 
Command -.- .. --.-----~ 

MGen rr, c. LANG .. CG FMAW 
, ..... ' ..... ':.. : 
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SUPPORrrING DOCUMENTS 

PART V 

1. 'Phe documents lis ted be low are cons 1.dered s:i gni ficant. 

a. ~1arine Aircraft Group-IS Command Chronolop-y (Submit­
ted via 1st MAW) 

b. Lop,ist1cs Support Group Delta Command Chronolo~ 
(SubMitted via 3rd FSR) 

c. rrask Force Delta 0pPlan 1-73 (Rnclosed in Original only) 

d. C0MUSMACTHAJ "nreen T.He" prop-ramminC! D1rect1 va of 
10 A urr,us t 1973 ('Rnc1osed 1 n Original only) 
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