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Prom: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacifile
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code HD)

SubJ: Command Chronology for period 1 July 1973 through
21 September 1973

1. Forwarded. ;

R.1. Wadd

R. E. HAEBEL
By directlon
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FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CG Task Fmﬁai-Delta s ltr 3/NAS/Jjdl
‘oVer 5750 ser. go. 003428273 of 23 Oct 1973

From: Commanding General
To: Commandant of the K Marine Corps
Via: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Paclfic

Subj: Command Chronology for period of 1 July 1873 through
21 September 1973 »

l. Forwarded,

2. Thls chronology 1ls late because 1t has been used as a
reference source for The Rose Garden Story, a document of
lessons learned from oup experience at Nam Phong.

Ww. E. BROWN .

Chlef of Staff

CLASSIFIED BY: 1st MAW CMCC

SUBJECT TO GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION
SCHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11625
AUTOMATICALLY DOWN-GRADED AT TWO YEAR
INTERVALS.

DECLASSIFIED ON 31 DECEMBER 1981.
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Task Force Delta
FPO San Francisco 96602
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5750
003A28273
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From: Command ”\éﬂnﬂé@ﬁmrw f)
To: Commandent of Ethe Maw he rps
Via: (1) Commandi{fy Tereral,.Airst Marine Aircraft Wing
(2) Cormanding General, Fleet Marine Force,Pacifiq

Subj: Command Chronology for period of 1 July 1973 through
21 September 1973.

Ref: (a) MCO 5750,1D
(b) FMFPACO 5750,8R
(¢) Wg0 5750,1B

Tncl: (1) Task Force Delta Command Chronology

1., (M Tn compliance with the provisions of references (a)
throush (c) enclosure (1) is submitted,

2. (U) This letter is down-praded to unclassified upon
removal of enclosure (1),

JANNELL

CLASSTFIED RY: TFD G-3

SURJWCT TO GENERAL DRCLAYSIFICATION

SCHRDUL® 0OF EYRCUTIVE ORDER 11625
AUTOMATTCALLY DOWN-GRAD®D AT TWO VEAR
INTERVALS. DECLASRTRIED ON 31 DRCEMRER 19081
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1 July 1973 to 21 September 1973 o

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

INDEX

PART I ORGANIZATICNAL DATA

PART TII NARRATIVE

PART III SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIF-
ICANT EVENTS

PART IV VISITING VIP!'S

PART V SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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PART I
(U) DSSIGNATION CO MMANDER
Task Force Delta RGen R, W, TAVIOR

1 Jul 1973 - 13 Aug 1973

BGen M, T, JANNELL
1 Aug 1973 - 21 Sep 1973

SUBORDINATE UNITS

Marine Aircraft Group-15 Col A, W, TATRERT
1 Jul 1973 - 2It Jul 1973
iy ]
Col D) E. BJORKLUND
25 Jul 1973 - 21 Sep 1973

Marine Aerisl Refueling Maj L, W. ALLEN
Squadron=-152 Detachment 1 Jul 1973 = 1 Aug 1973

Maj H. ¥, CLEMENC®
2 Aug 1973 - 21 Sep 1973

Feadauarters and Main- Maj J. G. McCARE

tenance Squedron-36 1 Jul 1973 - 21 Sep 1973
Netachment

Topistics Support Maj J. P, MANGAN

Group Detachment 1 Jul 1973 - 25 Aue 1973

Maj A, M., MULLIGAN
26 Aug 1973 - 21 sSep 1973

7T CTI'T Detachment 2NDLT J, L, FAIRCLOTH
1 Jul 1973 - 21 Sep 1973

(U) LOCATTON

Nem Phong RTAFB, Thailand 1 Jul 1973 - 21 Sep 1973

(1) STAFF OFFICFRS

Chief of Staff Col G. R,
1 Jul 1973%=

LtCol L, W. SCHWINDT
29 Aug 1973 - 21 Sep 1973

N
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Assistant Chief of Staff CWo-2 D, EGAN

(el 1 Jul 1973 - 21 Sep 1973
Assistant Chief of Staff LtCol R, PLANT
G=-3 1 Jul 1973 = 28 Aug 1973

LtCol N, A, SMITH
29 Aug 1973 - 21 Sep 1973

Assistant Chief of Staff LtCol R, C, TASHJIAN
G=l 1 Jul 1973 - 21 Sep 1973
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NARRATIVE

PART II

Task Vorce Delta tactical air units continued combat
operations in the Khmer~Republie from 1 July 1973 to 15
Aucust 1973,

During this period the F-li squadrons continued their air
to pround support in the Khmer Republic flyinpg twelve (12)
to twenty (20) sorties per day. The A-6 involvement contin-
ued to be five (5) night sorties daily. As previously report-
ed, the F=lis were used in direct air support with the A-bs
being used for night targets and RADFAC beacon bombing., Dur-
ing this final period the F-l's flew 572 combat sorties while
the A-6's flew 216 combat sortiss.

HMS -36 Detachment Delta is apain to be commended for
their extraordinary professionalism and efficiency. In fly-
ing their diverse missions during this period the detachment
logped 377 sortles for a totel of 297 hours, transporting
1217 passengers and 30,830 nounds of caergo. The only vproblem
encountered was the grounding of all CH-L6's due_to rotor
blade problems, Fortunately this occurred after the 15 August
cease fire,

Since 1 July 1973, VMAR-152 Detachment Delta has contin-
ued their exemplary support of Task Force Delta. During this
period they logged 365 sorties for 1348 hours while dispens-
ing 894,531 gallons of fuel to 360 receiver aircraft,

On 15 August 1973, the cessation of United States ine
volvement in combat operations was announced and Marine Corps
air support in Cambodia came to an end, The following day,
all Task Yorce Delta units conducted a sefety stand down,

On 17 August 1973, the air units of Task Force Delta re-
turned to a vigorous training schedule as they had done
earlier in February, The uncertainty of the’ cease flre nec=
essitated constant tralning so as to remain an effective
force in readiness.

After the 15 August cease fire every effort was made td
ready Task Force Delta for a possible retrosrade movement
while maintalining a high level of operational resdiness, A
progrem of equipment insrections had identified many excesses
which were retrograded as early &8s feasible, Also identified
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were many imserviceasble items, These ltems were tufnéa over
to in-country disposal sites so asnot to unnecessarily in-
crease retroprade shipping recuirements,

On 27 Aurust 1973, Task Force Delta received the retro-
rrade warning order and continued prenarations for retrograde
in accordance with Task Force Delta OpPlan 1l-73 and the COMUS-
MACTHAT "Green Lite" Programming Directive of 10 August 1973,
On 30 August the "execute" was received and the first A-6's
flew out followed by the F-li's on 31 August and 1 September.
The base facilities were vacated by an air and surface 1lift
that commenced on 3 Septemher and terminated on 21 September,
Portions of the facilities, as they were vacated, were turned
over to the Royal Thail Government., In the retroprade movement,
2147 Marines were withdrawn, primarily by air, and 3081 short
tons were surface 1lifted while 1636 short tons were airlifted.
On 21 September 1973, formal ceremonies dedicated the base fa-
cilities to the Royal Thail Government. Thal renresentatives
included LtGen KANJORN, Asst D C/S Thai Supreme Command; Col
SERI, Thal Supreme Command; and Col NIMOL, RTAFB Nam Phong
Commander, The Unlited States Marine Corps was represented by
MGen F, C, LANG, CG First Marine Aircraft Wine and RGen M, T,
JANNTIL, CG Task Force Delta, Cormmander United States Mili-
tary Assistance Command, Thailand was revresented by Col
CURTO, USAF, Chief of Staff of COMUSMACTHAT,

The following operational statistics are revrorted for the
operations of Tesk Torce Nelta at the "Rose Garden",

Task Force Delta Operational Statistics

17 June 1972 -~ 21 September 19732

TOTAL HOURS 30,998
TOTAL SORTIES 18,559
TOTAL COMBAT HOURS 16,377
TOTAL COMBAT SORTIES 10, ,215
TOTAL BOMB TONYVAGE 2l ,58L

MAG-15 Operational Statistics

17 June 1972 = 21 September 1973

FLIGHT DATA VMFA=115 VMFA=232 VMA(AW)=533
TOTAL HOURS 7,218 9,360 5,298
TOTAL SORTIES lL,537 5,792 3,1o§u
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COMRAT HOURS 5,877 6,5L0

COMRAT SORTIES 3,566 h 510

FIGH MONTH HOURS 677.1 81h,3

HTAH MONTH SORTIES h7h 515

HTIGH MONTH COMRAT HOURS 650.2 7%2.7 60%.3
HIGH MONTH COMBAT SORTIES h55 32
TOTAL ROMB TONNAGE 7,522 9,278 7,784

HA&MS-36 D=T "D" Operational Statisties

17 June 1972 -~ 21 September 1973

TOTAL HOURS 2,356
TOTAL SORTTRS 2,956
SAR SORTIES 80
ATRCR®W R®SCUFRD 12
MEDRVAC SORTIES 68
MED®RVAC PATIENTS 6l
TOTAL PASSENGERS , 13,176
TOTAL CARGO (LBS) 25l , 009

VMGR~152 DET "D" Operational Statistics

17 June 1972 - 21 September 1973

TOTAL HOURS 6,766
TOTAL SORTIRS 2,168
ATREF TOTAL HOURS 5,281
ATR¥F TOTAL SORTIES 1,500
TOTAL JP-l GIVE AWAY (GAL) ly,568,533
TOTAL, PRCRTVER AIRCRAFT 3,988
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SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF STGNIFICANT EVENW

R AR@NTITT,
. | DL ASSIFED
1 July 1973 VMFA-115's Rirthday, Through 1 Jullg 1973 VMFA-
115 has flown 34,597 combat sorties in supnort
of the Republlic of Vietnam, Laos and the Khmer
Republic,

PART 11T
W

3 July 1973 LtCol H,.C., IVY flew his LI50th combat mission
prior to befne relieved by LtCol C,V, SMTLTIE
who aseumed command of the Silver Fagles of
VMFA-115,

16 July 1973 A T-28 from the 56th SOW,RTAFE Udorn, lost an
engine and crashed just short of the approach
end of runway 0l at Nam Phong 08056, Both air-
crewmen were rescued, uninjured,

18 July 1973 Necessary Maintenancs/Repairs were completed on
3,000 feet of runway/taxlway at Nam Phong,

19 July 1973 MOTION ONE (VMFA-232) flight, Mission NR6755 re-
ported a possible SA-7 fired at the flight while
on target in Cambodias, reported by MAG-15 OPREP.|,

20 July 1973 BGen R.W. TAYILOR, CG Task Force Delta, visited
Gov CHAROEN of Udorn Province and MGen SAWONG,

Northeast Thailand Army Commander.

25 July 1973 Col D,E. RJORKLUND relieved Col A,W, TALRERT
as Commasnding Officer of MAG-15 at 0930G.

3 August 1973 The MACTHAI Drug Abuse Team completed lectures
to Task Force Delta personnel,

8 August 1073 MAG-15 F-l Squadron's dally combat sorties were
increased to twenty (20),

10 Aupust 1973 Dr. R.S., WILRUR, Asst Secretery of Defenss,

Health and Education, visited Nam Phong, brisf-
ed on the Drug and Alcohol Abuse Program,

1y August 1973 VMFA-115 was presented the Meritorious Unit
Citetion for the pveriod of 10 Nov 1968 to 20
May 1970
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15 August 1973
16 August 1973

17 August 1973

27 August 1973
30 August 1973

31 August 1973

1 September 1973

2 September 1973

3 September 1973

5 Septemher 1973
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Bombing halt announced, All combat oper-'
ations cease., Safety stand down commences,

Task Force Delta units conduct Safety
stand down,

Task Force Deltes units commenced train-
ing flights

VMA(AW)=533 was presented the FMFPAC
Safety Award,

Received warning order for retrorrade,

Received execute order for retrograde,
Today is designated as "R"day,

Last SITREP of Task Force Delta,
ALCE Team aboard.

VMA(AW)~533 commences tactical aireraft
fly-away to MCAS Iwakuni, Japan.

VMFA-115 commences tactical aircraft fly-
away to NAF Naha, Okinawa,

Approximately 50 press correspondents
aboard to observe the departure of the
last tacticel aircraft from Nam Phong,
U,S5. and forelgn press were represented,

VMFA-232 commences tacticel sircraft fly-
away to NAS Cubi Point, Philivpines.

Surface 1ift by civilian trucking and or-
ganle trucking commences,

Liaison team from COMUSMACTHAT arrived
to coordinate base turn over,

MAC airlift commences.

Royel Thai Government fepresentatives
arrive and accept custody of the bomb

dump, o es A% [
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Septembher

September

September

September

September

September

September

Septemher

1973

1973

1973

1073

1973

1973

1973

1673
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mTask Force Delta bosts luncheon,
include Major Ceneral THAWEW, That Na+ional
Police "eneral, Governor ﬂURT Khon Kaen
Province, Mr,Jere RROH-KAHN, ’Mnited

States Consul, Udorn &nd Prigadier Gen=
eral HTLDRETH, CG 13th AF ADVON,

RTG revresentatives accent custody for
the f*rst portion of cantonment,

MAC eirlift complete, 1636 short tons

flown out, PATMA airlift commences sup=-
rlemented by organic C-130's.

RTG representatives accept custody of
remsining Nem Phong facilitles,

USS Puerto Rico arrives at Sattahip,
Thailand for surface cergo destined for
Twakuni,

Surface 11ft completed, 2081 short tons
of carpo moved to deep water port st
Sattabip, Thailand,

USS Green Torest arrives at Sattahip,
Thailend for surface cargo destined for
Okinawa,

Rase turn over cermonies cnnducted and
remaining Merines cdemart to comonlete
airlifs, A total of 21h7 Marines have
heen retroperaded,
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VISITING VIP'S

PART IV

Receiving Staff Briefings and Tour of Facilities

> July 1973 Alr Vice Marshal PRAWAT, Vice Commander
RTAF MAC
July 1@73 RGen WILDRRTH, 1SAF, Commander 13th Advon,

RTAFP Udorn, M™hailand

> July 1¢©73 Col W,R, RRRLFR, TNMC, Asst Chief of Steff
h=-3 FMAW, Col W,P, RROWN, TISMC, FMAW, Col
0,7, OWRENS, USMC, Asst Chief of Staff -l
FMAW, Capt W.R. WOWARD, USN, FMAW Chaplain
and Capt W.J, HODDER, USN, FMAW Dental

Officer

July 1973 Col D.E. BJORKLUND, USMC

July 1973 MGen ¥.C, LANG, CG FMAW

August 1973 RGen M,T. JANNELL, Incoming Commanding
General, Mask Force Delta

Aupust 1973 MGen M,P, RVAN, CG III MAF

AuFust 1973 MGén F.C. LANG, CG FMAW

August 1973 RAdm J.R., FISHER, USN, COYPACDIVNAVFACENGCOM

August 1973 Gen J,W, VOGT, COMUSSAG/7th Air Force

September 1973 LtGen KANJORN, Asst D C/S, Thai Suprems
Cormmand and Staff

September 1973 Col SWRI, ™hail Supreme Commend Revresents=
ative, for hase turn-over

September 1973 MGen ¥,C, TIANG, CG FMAW

MGen THAWRE, Thai Nationel Police, Gov RI'RT,
Khon Kaen Provinece, Mr J. RROHW-KAEN, U.,S,
Consul, Udorn, RGen HILDRETH, CG 13th AF
Advon,

September 1973 LtGen KANJORN, Asst D C/S, Thai Supreme
Commeand _ e
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C. LANG, CG FMAW
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS &DN@&ASSEFEE@
PART V

1, The documents listed bslow are considered significant,

a. Marine Aircraft Group~l5 Command Chronology (Submit-
ted via 1st MAW)

b. Logistics Support Group Delta Command Chronology
(Submitted via 3rd FSR)

¢. Task Force Delta OpPlan 1l-73 (Fnclosed in Original only)

d. COMUSMACTEAI "Green T.ite" Prosrammine Directive of
10 Aupust 1973 (Enclosed in Original only)
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