
 DECLASSIFIED 

:'.' 13A L01~ AND DA ImO.\G OPiiliAT ION 

THE :SXTENSIVE OPEli..fl.TIONS PLA.i!l~J£l) FOR THE BA LOii.'G VALLEY AiD DiI. 

ICtlONG V~""'Y "J:C;;:~J.!; POSTPOIOO FOR AN DJDEF'HUTE Tn·ili~ DuE TO THE I:.ilCREASID 

THREAT ll'J TIlli l\TOt~THERN LANCASTER II 11..0. DEJ?ORE T.E BA LONG OFEliA'rlEN 

i;lAS POSTPOi:rED, F1RE BASES HOLeOI']J3 ( YD1l84J2) AND }lli:l-DERSON (ID080410) 

NEill!.! PilEPARED i.i'OR USE. 

THE NTI-JTH H,Il.R:'::N~S }I!. .. VE CONTLW.:iD 'l'0 PUSH n~TO THAT PORTION OIt' THZ BA 

LON} THAT FALLS ~vITHnlJ THl:i:lli 11..0. :Al® HAn T~v"ICE B1t~~l\J GIV.J:.;N EXTENSIONS TO 

THEm 11..0. TO COHTL.illB 'WORK IN THIS VALLEY. 

THERE HAS DEEN 11JO CONTACT n~ THE BA LONG VALLl:!."Y, DUT ON TL'iO OCCASIOlqS 

Am STRJJlli..3 RESULTIDJ m I~IJY SBCm,DARY El[PLOtlIOHS: (1) AT l10856n AuG. 

IN UIJ VICINITY OF YV 131417 t 39 SECOi{J).tUUES 1'JillUi: OD':>J:5,HV~I): (2) AT 1145H 

L~ TI-lli DJI. KROi.,G VALiliY, LZ'S P'.&\COCIC, PImON Al'D PAltiWT ;1.GRE DEVELOPED 

BY Am PREPS FOR TH~ FOURTH hARL.ES. ONE C<iiPl\.HY OF 3/4 1A.i.\DiID n·J 

P~COGK All[} C01,DHCTlID LOCiIL OPERATIONS FOR SEVEIW., DAYS '~'lITHOUT C01~TACT. 

ON 24AUG ,. K/3/4 OfERATIID VIC 2 KILOi1l!.'TE~tS BAST OF P&l.COClC. 
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CONFIDENTIAL . ' .... , /,)/ 
CL~~~ • ~ . 

SEARCH AND i.1.ii~~OPERA 'I'ION ~. SCOi'LANl> II~lv) 
, ", SeA.t.CN A"uj) C.e.¢A~ 

1.. THIS HSG SUMMARI,'ZES THE FIRS! 61iD'AOPERATION CONDUCTED HI 
: .. :~ 

OPERATION SCOTLlIU II. 
"':",::..' 

2. PlAN .ON 21APR,TWO·MlftB.NS ATTACK SOUTHWARD, ABREAST, 
~ ·.r'::./;~:- _" f' 

THFtOUGH AREAS OF KNOW ,$dIt· CONCENTRA TIOK ALOlm ARI1>GELlNE 

Mllr'KILES SOUTHWEST or KHE SANH. LANI:ING BY HELICOPTERS IN 
" ~~:::;~'>~'.. . . ," :. 
~' ZONES, ONE PREvIOUSLY SEC'tJRED BY ANOTHER MAR FORCE AND /'" " ..... , 

, . 
ONE CONTESTED. .1fi" THE NVA J TBB ASs.&lULT FORCES SEARCH THE RIDGES 

AND SLOPU FOR' END'lY, 'l'Hllii BUNKERS AND FOOD OR AMMUNITION 

STOCKS., ONE BN OF~'l'SlS~bE, 1ST ACJ.) iSTAB BLOCKING PSNS 

2000 METERS SOUTH OF .THE OBJEC'l'IVE AREA. EXTENS IVJ USE OF 

AIR STRIKES ANl)ARTYBBGINNING OliD-DAY MINUS '!WO .• 

3. EXECUTION. 
S • I 

, ",-';..ii-. .' 

A. ~ - ~'LOYIrjG THi THilE lO5KM HOWlnER AND ONE 15SMl-l 

HO'IiITZER BATTERIES i~"SSIGNED;."OTHI8 TASK FORCE, 348 ROUNDS OF 

,ARTY liBIE:'FIRED oN sa" S~~"'IC INTELLIGENCETGTS TO DRIVE THE 
~~. . 

NVA FROM HIS BUNKERS AND DISRUPT POSSIBLE INPILTRA TION. 

AVIATION SOPT PROVIDEP"~23 TPQ STRD¥ AND 62 VISUAL OLOSE AIR 

i' PAGE 1 01'f'~BS 
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• > C()NP:I~.t 

aUPT 80*lJ$!,:_tl(j~."lAt,:"alJtPOR"lliG".l!R AftACU' URi" , 
CQlIDUCTED AS, ~AaU$'.C ,AS THE CO ROC i~REA IN lAOS. DAYTIMB 

"'. ; '. i' ", 
AER IAL oBSERvmslltluSTED O;{ VISUALLY ACQUIRED Ta'l'S AND 

INHIBITED lUlBK~,M()~NT BY DAY. AIR CALSED 14 SECONDl\R'I 
, . '. ~~ 

~I,QS10N~;" D.ESft.OYED 1 HORTAR PS11, 4 RKT PSN'S, 14. BUNKERS. 

4 '1tmU'CTUlUi.S<:AND10 t'Icd'rING BOLES. 
,?"r' , 

a .. ·':'p.,l" ... iRTY BA.TT~RIES EXl~CuTED BTRY OW tiOUND EACH Ol~ ...---.. . 

l-lORE THAN ,0 TGTS ACC{LIR.GD THROuJ-H INTELLIGEUCECHAIUrEU3. A 

REA VY PROGRAM OF H&I FI:iES 'I~AS CON'rINlJED. PRBPARA TrOll BY AI R 

( INCREASED WITH 50 TPQ SOH TIES FLO\.Jll IN THE TASK PORCE AHEA AND 

20 CLOSE AIR SOR.'1'IES. DAHAQE TO THE ENEMY H1CLUDED 3 S£COiIDARY 
• "J.' 

EXPLOSIONS, 1 7IRE, nBS'l'Rt.iCTION OF 10 BUNKERS,'l MORTAR PSN, 

AND 4 STRtlC'1\;~ES. 
')i¢;" 

." "'\; 

C.. D-I.!.AI .. AT SU~ISE, TfiE WEAT:ClER IN KHI SANH Aim IN 

THE OBJECTIVE AREf.. DIl> nOT PERl'lIT AIRCRAF:r OlmRATIONS. 

CEILINGS 1N~RE LESS_Ii 100 FEE:T AND VISIBILIT""f LESS 1'HAN 
'. f~7;i 
:-,' 

ONE QUARTER MlLE.·c ... ,'Q AIR 1'181'18 AND ARTY FIRES KEPT PBBaStJRE 
. .~ . 

ON THE ENEl<1Y. 

BY 09)QH, WJA.TBR WAS D'iPROVING, BU'J,1 ~TILL, BELOW 

OPERA'l'ING l1IN~. L !iOLR WAS RESET AS 1300H. BY L-90. 

FIXED \HNG WERlON"'!'lATlON FOR iiN liOUR-LOIiGPREPARA TIOll OF 

THE LAi:iDING ~ONE ANP OBJ'iCTlVE AREA. A ~\.?Y COVERiD TEE LZ 

FROM L-30 MINUTiS 'fQ 5 HlNUTES BEFORE 'l'OuCHOOWN WITH 263 
. ".,.~ . 
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• • OONFIDENTIAL 
~ ,. ',-. , , ' .. " '.,." <,,,.w, . .'>:~ ... ~.;.-.. ~!' "';<PJ:';-?" ..• ~._ ".' 

RDS OF lO'/155MM. • •• , •• L • SlbiC" 1&' •••• , ... . 

ji lUI, £IlliG;' •• 1; •• £&2£ Ai .IJIli. THE LIFT OF 1'HJ: FIRST 

TWO WAVES ~:ASOOMPLE'.rJD WITHOUT INCIDENT. AT 1332H. A TACTICAL 
I, 

AIR OONTROLLER (AIRBOR'iB) RBPORTED INEl1Y HORTAR ROUNDS STRIKING 

.~ LZ. THE '!'HIRD WAVE WAS HELD WHILE ARTY A~m CLOSE AIR SUPT 

A~CKRD THE SUSPECTED ~iORTABS. AFTER RgPEATED ATTACKS 

PRODUCING AT LEAST TWO SECOl~.nY EXPLOSIO~S,THE MORTAR FIRE 

WAS SILE.~~CED ATl,,20H AND 'l'HE TIlIRD WAVE L~NDED. AT 141"H 

;~~~ D 14)00, B-52 S'rRIKES \>C'ERE DIRECTED AT PSNS NEAR RTE "9 
AT THE lAOS BORDER. 

D·D""1.Y [,IR SUPT TOTALED 41 CLOSE AIR/DEEP SUPT STRIKES 

57 TPQ DaoPS FOR BOMB DAHAGE ASSESSNENT OF 11 NVA KILLED I 

17 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, 3 MORTAR PSNS, 2 RKT PSNS, AND 4 
Bum~RS DESTHOYED. 

2D Bli 3D hAR ENCOUNTERED ElTEMY SHALL ARMS, MORTARS AND 

GRENADES BUT CONTINUED SWEEPING THE AREA. THE ENEMY, ESTIMATEliJ 

AS COMPANY SIZED, DEFENDED S';'iJBBORNLY. ,..iHi''fER DRI'fHTQo KlN GYT, 

..Lflffi PIELD lJoi...I.I.:.l S4tHUT· A NIl aiCGVERY OF FRIEHDLY KIA FHon 'filE 

PnE\1 IOu! AC'f'ION QN 19P..fR COHHENCED. 'filIft'r!' EIMt! !500!KS lVEHE 

-P.ECOVEfHsB-. IN eRDER !e SiUUS 'tHEM IN,. 2D EN 18'1' MAR HAS 'fa 
¢.o , 

CLEARI\20 ENEHY BUNKERS COHSTRUCTED OF DmT i'clID LOGS. 

THE GROUND ACTION S}!;CU1~ Osa:CTIVE '1 (XV 8014(6) AT 
w' 

1450H AND OB,,-ECTIV'E #2 (XD 794398) AT 165'H. 

D. D+1 - S&D OPERA TIOIS CONTINU}:'D THHOUGHOUT TilE fbRIOD. --- ,,-. 

AIRCRAFT PROVIDED 2.6 OLOSE AIR 3U?T/lJlRECT AIR SUPT STRIKES AIm 

rAG.I 3 OF t PAGES 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONF'IDENTIAL • • 
EXPLOSIONS, 1 MORTA1L~8N, 1 RKT PSN. AM> 8 Bl1J1.KBR8 :DDmoYBD • 

. ," .. 

. " , ~t. 

B. D+2 - UNI'.l'S COMPLETED OPERATIONS IN THli -OBJECTIVE '- , 

AREA. 2P BN 3D MAR MOVED .BY HELICOPTERS TO NEW r'~.N IN THB 

EASTERN S IDE OF AO. 

4. SU ... ,JA .. ARy OF RESULTS • . 
A. CASUALTIES !filS OPERATION 

FRIENDLY,; . 

KIA 6 

WIA (EVAC ) J4.. 

WIANE . 1 

ENDiY 

KIA 41 (liVA) 

Indi vidual 8 
WeapoIl8 
Captured 

Crew-Served 2 
Weapons 
Ca.ptured 

B.. ENEMY KA._IAL CAPTURED: MODERA'l'B QUAN:rITIE8 QlI' S/A 

.' AMJ'tiUHI'I'ION AND 782 Q&R CAPTURED. AYlMUNrl'ION AlfD 182 GEAR 

DESTFiOYED. 

GP-4 
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OPPBwsm SWlU' OURA TION 12, SCOTLlBD II AO (U), 

A. CG 3D MARDIV1$,,,OOZ APR68 (OPORD 11-6Q) 

B. '1'P liomL 221. APRoS (OPORP 6-68) 
.,' ~~ " 

,1. tHIS KBSS.. SUMMARIZBS mE saCOND OPF.USI'9'& ,swap 
, :":,',: ~----

OOllDUc!JmJtlW REF A., 

~,. DM. 01 D-DA'I (2JA~}y,m OOKPABDS OJ' till 2P BI>B 
'~'~}' " ,'. 
"'lSt' A.~ IiOVlBG D MVTUlLBt1PPORT, COBDUCT ADl/GItOUBD 

ASSlUI.'l OJI OBJaa 01 .. XD 1893S8, NR2 - XD 8263lt.l, DJ -
¥o to", -, 

Xl) 6OSllS, _.,til 82.$303. AND ON OlmBR AS8ltJL~ OBn OS -
;" , 

JeD 864325 ,D6- XD 846296. TB& MISSIOlU ra 'to CLOSE WIm 

AND 1tIIt _ BIEKY, »UIROY KORTAB/RIt't PSII8, AJlMtJRI'rIOII 
i:itjf' ' 

lPOOD CAOBil, ;11D DI'lIlUUNE THE S'l'RENGTH OP .EKy poae. D 

THE aOU!HBRlf u.rffatOF TBB SOOTLAND II AO. ' RD IS APPLIII • 

.l~,," ~OUI.OI - ' . ,," " ,,' , 
·~;>l: ' . ~,-

i~;:,i" A • D-2 (2lAft) ~lKUM USE WAS MADI 0:1' paD· WINO 
~-""~'" , 

~IRCRAFT. LI " •. ,:1!ilmB USBD AND KOR'l,AR/R1tT P~. AND 'l'GTS 

ALONG .. lAOS BOIWIIr- WBRE HIT. TPQ KISSI0I8 WERE' CO'-CUD 
, ' - ~' 

PA. 1 OF tf PAGBI 
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• 
DAY AID KI<Hl!, to •• DQ 'fWEBTl'-'l'BREE SORTIES. OAS/Dla 

SOR'fDS PLOWN lUMBERED 25. Blll OBSERVED -wmm 14 IBOO.J».IlY 

aXPLOSIONS, 1 MORTAR PSI DESTROYED, 4 RXT PSla, ABJ) 4-
8'fRUOTURES DESntOYED; 14 REINFORCED FIGHTING BOLiS/BlJIIDU 

;-:. ... -', 

..411> 10 PIGHTIIGHOLES DESTROlED. 
:.i, ' 

D-1. A't 21065711, A&D COMPANIES, 1ST OF !fIB 5m CAV, 

2D BDJI BEGAN MOVDG BY FOOT T~ I1I'l'IAI.. OBJBC'l'IYBS 

AT 221630aiJ)/lST/5TH, VIC XD 791389 pomm 2 BVA/KIA (0), 

1 AK-47 AND AS80B,SD GEAR AND AMMO. 

2D BDE IS! ACJ)(-) PREPARING 1'0 COIDUCt OFPDSIB 

OPERATIONS WITH) It(J(PANms, sotJm OF PRBSEJf'l PBlS TO LANG 

VEl AND AREAS BAS'/SOUTH OF lANG VEl. 

Il-IllI- AT 231325B, VIC XD 781372, SCOU't HELO Rac'D 

6 HITS FROM 30 ~L>" KG. HELO KILLED 2 NYA. 

AT 2)1.$$OH, "D/lST/.$TH CAV, RBC'D SAP PROM. BUlKER8 01 

NW CORIER 01' aRC FORCES CAMP. A/1ST/5TH CAV MADS 

FIANKING MA.NEtrVlIl. 

AT 23171SH, 2D SDK BROL o.FF ATTACK.aB UNG VBl AND 

LAID ON ARTY AND AIIl a-rRlKES. 

~. AT 2U12<8, AM> 15:/$'1'1:1 CAY COMMENCED A'r'l'AClt 

ON NEW 81' CAMP "!:.IANG VEl. CAMP SECURED AT 241.140fl. 

D+2. NO SI<lfXPlCAUT CO.,!l'ACT. - .' 

D+3. AT 261009f!, C/2D/~'m CAV AIR ASSAULmD TO 

XD 828321. DO qIlTACT. 
, t";, 
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l ,J.~:._ 'iilf '.4- ""-::, > 

, '." ".;<"":'>",;>/ .. ;:, ' . .~~". ,,", 
2613oc1t \'O'''~341I, D/18'f/sm CAY CAME UlnBi ARft, 

MORm., AJID alA FIRE. ARTY KlSSIOlf, ABA, AlW AIS QlLLBD 

VIC XD 802)28.' 

~. NEG ~N~CT. \ 

12:tS. 28~~. C/2D/5TH CAV FIRED AR'.rY & alA OB . 

6 IVA VIC XD 83S308. 

Rt&..29033Q1. C&D 2D/sm CAV VIC 828)21 RlOtD 

GRBNADBS, RPG, 'JI,.., AND A/W FIRB. RETURNED FIRB. 
, . 

D.7. VIC JD 81$331 c/lS'l'/STH CAV WIm 3D, J'QROB 
, ~ 

RECOil fJ.'EAM (AMANDl'). J)BSTROYED LARGE CACHE OP .&MHO AND 

EXPLOSIVES. ., " 

R!§. •. 71 No CO •• CT. 

D+2. 10 CO •• CT. 

D+.q. OlOC)lCli, OPERATION SECURED, UNITS RBTURlBJ) TO 

RBSPECTlVE CPts. . 

4. SUMMAR! 

RESULTS: 4. rftlENDLY KIA, 36 MEDBVAOS, S wad, ~9 

NVA/KIA J 3 NVA PoW, 23 INDIVIDUAL WPNS CAPWRED, AND ;3 

CREW SERVBD WPlS"'CA1TTJRBD. 

65 BUNKERS U»;. lS HUTCHES DESTROYED. THE POLLOWING 

AMMO WAS CAPTUREth:' SO CAL - 12 BOXES, 1 SANDBAG FULL OP 

LOOSE ROUNDS J 1.62MH ;. 4.7 BOXES, AND 4 SANJ)BAGI pu~J 

82M)( - 69 RDS; 12.1 lot - 1$0 RDS; TIT - 1$0 POUII)8J 

. PAGE J OF 4 PAGES 
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DECLASSIFIED 

• 
COKPIDBRmL 

RPQ - 10 CASES &I 44 LOOSB RDS J RPG. RDS - 16 CASSS J 

WP RIFLE URLNADES - 4; DlflliC'rIONAL MINES - 2; bCMM -

$0 RDS; BIASTING CAPS - 12; MORTAR PRDt.ERS - 12 BOma 

_~ ND 50 CANS; CBlCOM GRENADES - 106. THE FOLLOWING GEAR 

viAS ~pTUREl) I S WATER CANS; 4 l~VA HEIMETS J 1 PR GAS 

)1ASlC GOGJLES. 

GP-4 

RELEASED BY --==:-:7!~~­TF HoHt 
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ROU!'IO __ '-''1Il00 .. _. ______ .Z. APB68 

n'"'" .• JIG TAss40RCE 
TO: "CG 3D MARDIV 

ImPO: eG III MAF 
OG CORPS VIE!'IUl 

'.' 

CG 
. .•... IV 

is!' MAR .' 
2BDE 1ST ACD 

CONFIDENTIAL 

• 

SEARCH AND DESTrlO~ 01~~TI'l.i:" TIO~I #3, SCO'l'LAND II AO' (U) 

A. CG 3D MARDIV 150JOOZ (OPORD 11-68) 

l~ THIS MSG .3uPARIZES THE THIRD S&D OPN CONDUO'l'ED IAW REF A. 
. ..----

S & D 12 OOMMBWCEn EAHLlhI1 THAll THIS OPN BUT 8'1'ILL OONTlNUES. 

2,.. ~. ON 27APR6B, ONE lIAR 8N REINF BY ONE COMPANY AND 

SUPPORTED BY A BN (-) IN SC1\EENIlm PSNS COl',"DUCTS A HELIBORNE 

ASsaULT OF 4 COMPA:nBS INTO THE WEST CENTRAL PART OF THE AO 

IN AN AREA BOUNDm; BY XD7743, XD3143. XD8140 AID XD 7740. 

ONE COMPANY ESTAB BLOCKING PSN AT XD803409. A'l"l'ACKING TO 

THE SOUTHWEST, ~1E BN DESTROYS EN TROOPS, PSNS AND MUNITIONS. 

TPQ, PREP ON D-2 AKD D-1. FIXED WING PREP LZ AND THEREAFTER 

ARE ON CALL. DIllE GUNSHIPS ESCORT TROOP HEL08; USE ORGANIC 

ARTY TO MAX EXTENT. 

). EXECUTION. 

A. PRIOR 'l'0 D-2. EIGHT TPQ CONTROLLED AIR STRIKES Al\1) 

294 RDS OF MIXED CAL ARTY WERE FIRED IN SUPT OF !BE PlANNED 

OPERA TIONS • 

PAGE 1 OF 3 PAGES 
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• 
COD'lJ).IftIA L. 

B. D-2. DIRECT AIR SUPT STRIKES WERE CONDUC'l'ED OB -
MORTAR SITES, KILLING 2 NVA AND DESTROYING 3 SIBS AND 10 

BUNKERS. WEA THER LIMI TED DAYLIGHT DEEP AIR SUPPOR'f (DAS) 

; $ftIltES TO S. FIVE TPQ .. STRIKES WERE CONDUCTED IN THE 

'.CrrIVE AREA AGAJ',ST SELECTED EN PSN. ARTY DELIVERED 162 

Iii-OF MIXED CALIBBR l"IRE on 27 IN'l'ELLIGENCE roTS. 

C. D-l. AIR SUP! WAS INCREA:)ED IN PREPARATION FOR -
D-DAY: A TO'_,,!. OF 14 DAB SORTIES AND 2.5 TPQ SORTIES WERE 

CO N'DUCTEl; • LU'lAGE ASSRSSNENT FOR THE PERIOD: 1 SECONDARY 

EXPLOSIOHS, 1 MOHTAR 31m DESTROYED, 17 BUNKERS DESTROYED, 

50 METERS 0' TRENCH DESTROYED, 1 STRUCTURE, AND 22 FOXHOLES 

DESTROYED. THE LZ WAS PREPPED BY 7 FLIGHTS OF FIXED WINGED 

AIRCRAI,'T. ARTY DELIVERED 1.$6 fiDS OP MIXED CALIBER FIRE ON 

. 25 IiiTELLIGENCE TOTS. 

D. D-DAY. A 35 KXNtJTE AETILLERY PREP ENDED AT L-5 
• (xD73S1id,J) (ItV/9JJ!16) 

MINtTES WHICH STRUC,C(· BOTH LZ t S, OBJ 1;'1 AND 1it2. AUJ) INTELLIGENCE 

TGTS IN VIC OF LZtS. A TOTAL OF 36 RDS OF lSSMM AND 90 RDS 

tW lo5MM WERE EXPEHPBD. lS!1' BN 77TH ARTY FIRED SCREENING 

f~FlRE3 TO WEST OF LZ OBJ'tS FROM L-HOUR TO L+l HOUR EXPENDING 

96 RDS OF 105MM. 

TPQ REMAIllEDIlfOPUA'l'IVE UOWEVER, THE LZ WAS PREPARED BY 

FOUR FLIGHTS OF' FlXED.;WING :FROM L-90 TO L-)O.AS THE 

·:JlELICOPTER ASSAULT WAI CONDUCTED, THE PRIMARY TO'! AREA WAS TO 

PAGE 2 OF 3 PAGES 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

•-

, , 

TO WEST ANIf IfOBftMt;8tfOi"~!U LZ, ANAUA. OPSUSPlCTBD " 

BNEHY CO HCENTRA 'lION. ,BBLlCOP~_ BSCOR'fWA8 tA'fBSOt.,...BOUll 
" ~ , ' , ~ ~. 

WAS SLIPPBJ).30 KIlW_.DL,ILIP! OF ASSAULT II'OJOBi 
,,", ' " '. ' '1 

COMHEllCKD AT 2710.318. 'l'HB HELICOPTER ASSAULT VA. VlCS'~1t 

UNOPPOSED AND ALL TROOPS WERE IN THE LZ WI'J.'IIII L+65. ,''.f,.' -, 

TOTAL OF 30 SOft",,.;lfERE CONDUCTED DURInG 'l'HB DAY ~ 
. ,;'~ , of f 

COMPANIES nI1f'~,~K", AND 11L" OF 3/4 WERE IN 'l'B&"LZ(BY 

2711)611. THE":~ ZOHE (HILL 689 A!l' XD8oJ4,09) ,POiD 
, "',,,~ ", .... -: . ,.~. : '''.' , 

SPORADIC SI!ELLIN<i~.i' PRODUCED NO CASUALTIES. SlAtlesING 

THE nORTHWEST TO aal1t.QAsT CORRIDOR, THE BN OONCLll!$D THE 
~/¥.);:~.~". "'/ . 

. -QPERATION WITHOUT C(nt~CT. L/3/4 AT 271732H AT xD7974.12 

FOUND 3 ABANDONED_$R PITS AND 4 LIVING BUIKER'!AND, 
, 'f,'" , " 'I" 

DESTROYED 'l'HEH. " '~':;~,<!;>;: ! I· 

" 

\ 

4. SW.lIfJ\RY OF uai.i.UI FRIENDLY/ENSKY CASl1A~'fIBi "GATIVE • 
. : .. ~; / ", . 

WEAPONS CAPTUREDD(p,;1'IVB. 
.. , "-:"c 

$ • !fflMl\ ft1f& • 

GP-4 

~SED BY 
~ ---B~·~~<~~.-'-------
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Roti~INB oq O:!!,O a Z MA T68 

FROM: eu TASK F01'tCE HOTEL 
ros CG 3D HARDlV 

InFO: eG III !·1rl.F 
CG PCV 
CG 1ST IVlARDIV 
CG 1ST MAW 
CG 1ST ACD 
1ST l;';~ii 

2D BDE IS':::' ,:,C:8 

CONP:::D:c.:~rrIAL 

."" • CG 3D i·;AnDnr lS0300Z ff.~PR68 (OPORD 11-68) 

B. CG TF HOTEL 2902::::~)Z i~PR68 (":'AAG 0 3-68) 

1. THIS MSGSUM};lARIZE,S TP.E FOURTH Ol"PEhSlVE OPERATION 

CONDUCTED IAW REF A. 

2. ~. IAW REF B ON D .. DAY (J.NAY68) ON):,; MAR BN, ~fOVING 

BY FOOT Al'iD HEW. ASSAULT, ESTAB 'TIIR& BLOCKING PSHS ACROSS 

TOP 01" OPERATum AREA BOUNDED BY XD 960)20,XD 9;)4320, ...... 
XI> 95.3400, RTE'I<). Al'ID Xfl 860390 AFD CO:~DUCTS AN OFFENSIVE 

-
. SWEEP. oNE BN'Q .. l .. 2D BDE 1ST ACD, H.&:LO ~\SSA"cLTS ON D+l 
..... 

INTO TWO LZ 'IN Syi !>ART OF OPERATING AF.~ AND CONDUCTS 

OF'.F'ENSIVE g',IEE? TO liE TO KILL OR Ct,PTl'HE .b!NEr-:Y, DESTaOY 

FOHTU'ICA TIOliS!FOOD CACH8S. 

3. ~QUTI~lI. 

Po. D-2 (29APg68). J:-'::X~D~4nm FLL~J '1'\>10 MI3SIO~:S lr~ 

AND SUSPECTED ARTY AND iroW~\R PSNS ~JEfd': HIT. 20 TONS OF' 

PAGE 1 OF 3 PAGES 
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B. D~1 (JCl(PR68). FIXED wn~o Fr..EW 5 MISSIONS IN 
.;,:;" 

SUPPORT .oF OPERATIONS. NO TROOPS IN CONTACT. nAS 
'. .' . 

MISSIONS COl'WUCTER.ON KJ:W'!lN AND SUSPECTED AR'l'Y' PSNS . 

THRF~A TENING rrHIS.C>'JR"A TI;,;J~ • 10 TONS Or' ORDNANCE WEHE 
.. ;~ r', 

DELIVER:C:D'~J!TH;L$iC EXPLOSIONS l\.:m) 8 HORTAHPSNS 

DES'l.'ROYED. 

C • D-DA Y. ';,~eLEHEN T ~lEA TRER LUH TED' CAS TO ONE. 
i~1.'.t1;.;· . 

filtSSICN IN St;pPoi~ O:~' OPERA TION • 10 TON'S OF ORDNANCE 

\-;T:P.E DELIVERED BY )r~Q.AT 011155H, F/2/1 SECURED REG'RL 

OBJ 11 (XD 874390)1 A'l' 011215HJ E/2/1 SECURED REGTL 

OBJ #2 (XD 90438~').· 'l'HERE Wi\S lW ENE:-tY oPPOS!'1'ION AND 
, 

O1JR FOHCES CLEAR~ ,THE A ~lEA I Dl7i,;STROYINCt 2 REIN FIJfITING 

". PSNS AND 4 TUNNl:!!~":· 
i:,···· 

D. D+1 (2MA1'6!) NO FIXED WIW} Ct~3/DAf) J.unfS \iERE 

fLOWN DUE TO IUC~T WE[·,~i'm:;R. SIX'rEEN FIXED WING SORTIES 

DELIVERED 51 TONSOP ORDNANCE BY TPQ on ARTYPSNS, BUlKERS, 

A!-lMO DUMPS, INFltTRATrOl~ FilES, ~ SUSP:r:;CTED RKT PSNS 1 AnD 

A.8~!.BLY AREAS .,>N(j' BVA J;'LE TO WLA THl:.:n • H/2/1SECURED LZ 

PEL!C'~.N OW 919379J iJ,! 11ft{ NEG OONTACT. AT 021500H G/2/1 

SEC,1JRED REGTL OBJ "13 Uw 925379). 

AT 02!1016H B 2D OF Tfm 5'I'fI, HELO LIFTED TO LZ \'Jl1ARTON 

EAST (XD 884363). No' C01~~_~I.CT 0:1 AR~;IV;" L BUT THE HELOS 

TOOK SMALL ARMS FROM THE SOUTH WHILE 1!~NROUTE. 
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AT 0211)OH A &: C 2D OF THE 5TH, LIFTED TOLZ '!'OM 

(XD 898348}. NO' CONTACT. 

l~. D+2 ,.3HAY68). O)0910H OPERA TION SECURED AND BDE 

1JNITS WERE AUTH TO }lBTURN A'l' 03094SH. F/2/1 IDCA'l'ED 
. - . 

BUNKli;R COMPLEX OFRICENT CONSTRUCTION ElCI .. UDING A CACHE OF 

Al-\MS If.c;Aimy. AT 03iW.t.5H, F /2/1 3r:JJ~CHED AHEA OF A Ift 

STRI.t-.'B AT XD 8743SiAND DISCOVERED 1 1"1-16 & 28 NVA/KIA (0) it 

AT 0.31600H" VIC XD c S75386, F/2/1 FODN'".o 2~ REIN FIGHTING 

PSNS, Ai'lD 2 MORTAR;~ITS. 
4. RBSUL'fS: NEGENJ!2tY CONTACT. 32 REIN FIGHTING PS~8 

:;;J:;:STROY£D, U. TUNNE~DES'l'ROYED, FOUND 1 BOX 7~6!2 ,AMMO, 

6,BOXb;S 50 CAL AM}otO, 12 IlIDIVIDUAL WEAPONS CAPTURED, 

AND 4 CREW SEHVED WEAPONS CAPTURED, AND 17 2-PIECE GAS 

lIil.SKS, ASST }olED SUPP~IES, 1 f'LD TELEPHONE, 124 U~S TNT. 

56 BUSTn~G CAPS, 14~K-47 MAG- POUCHES, 6 B-40 RKT RDa, .. ,f, .,.' 
52 CIIICOH GRENADES,:V;tRE CUTTERS, 20' DET CORD, AND 28 

NVA/KIA (C) (KILLEFfBy'AIR). 

GP-4 

... 

.,}Atlh J Oli' :3 .f'AGKS 
~ £'~':~ " 
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""'.' •. ~ .. ;,,,, .. a .. ~ FOB," HOSit, , , • '. . '\iaU ."'1 . .. -~. 

oO.JDDnAL 
" "-' " ,~ 

TLAND II 40 (\1) 
""', ',-

A.' CI;:_ -..-.... ~-, Apr66 (OPORD 11.(8) 

1. mD"'I~U. IZES mE rlrm OPFElIIVI O ..... .,IOI 
~ '"' >- ," ;1" ',": ' 

'. ' ',I 
",;':.-<-i,,;I, •. "'. 

2. P"u, OB I)" 7 MAY 68) 1ST MAR IUS CO_'" A.I O,"'l'f1 
.' , _"to C~'. VICINITY OP HILL 881 (If:. 176456.' 

oa ' &I'C ";') '.' THE m PRUB'!' POBI 'lIO",Ju, 8",1':) 
, -~{' ," ;t':./;\··:' 

\ .. (~:"84W •. ' 861 (XD 80243), mWA.RDa IXL,L .81 (n'ffr 

'lAP'" CLIlRlJG PlU INmRMEDIADI OBJKCfIVU, •• ar.ullWO 1'; 

~ POSI!IOllS 'I'D sliPpon A IlELIBORD Aasl~,~'i.AJII)IIlQ 
~."'l.'~. RILL .. ' .88., .1. (If), '!'Hi REtIBORNE BN 11 ..... ,.1 ... a A COM..Bl! 

~ .. Alf LZ BLQM.Y, lID 777451) &I CONDUc.,~BX!IIIm CLEARliG 
I '. iIf.. ','", , i ~ . ,", ... ". :; .' . 

\ O .... ftAtIO.!JiBOUQHO" BILL 881 (N). ; . '" 

\~ "W'CU'l'19H! .' • , 

\ A. D-3 (4 MAY 68) AIR STRIKES WEBB aOlDlIO_.Ib~ J)UIfROY 
,. ~::";, 

...,.. .. ~BlfCB '-'ARGB'!8 ac PREP OBJBCTrB ARBl. ft"I_ MISSIONS 
. ~.;. 

(30 ,: J OF CAS/DA8 DELIVERED 99,)00 LB8 Of. "-NCB. 

m ~'" " lEa eON'1'RIBll'1'.lD 42,00 LBS OJ' ORJ).lb.I~lDIICB 
iICWDBS"~OOO taS DROPPED IN -MUtI- ARCLIGl_:,.'>pDRVED 

BOD DlMAG •. '~'t"! SIX ,BUlPBS DDftODl);~OllDAay 
J'IBU. wo ROO.~·~.tou.G& II", o. -OIl ... : .. ' ...... ' ........ ,. 

:' 'P'. ' .'_ ,'( • .., •... ,"! .• ; 

MafD8 OF 'l'RBNCH LID DBS!IlODD. 

,,~,;Cf,!, '~~ .. ;; .. '!t:i!.,~.':IH, " .. ~lid" 
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~ 

OOIJ'.uaJlaL., '''':~-: .. ,,' - Co 

: '.J.~;;T:' 

".~;;.::,~';fD:.2(~ 81'68).' •• Cd,.. Kxls 
.... -··;, ... >i~lOlPoo ~i~,'~'. "It): '_l""i~ 

• " ',. 

• - ., f" ~.. i'~~:,~:s~~:'J':r 
WIIft.an ,. 

DA.1IlGa Ala .... , ",. MADI. 

. o •. D-~ :l'>.~L")llOraml! WBl'ftllR II~.,.ftp •• ·., 
aOWl-".l.',"·'~" IlWBlftD !ltB o8JBO.,m:_w~!I' 

. ,"'. ",~: 

It.S~OOO LII OP OJU)MJlfCB. 

I). 1)-IllY·(7.1' 68) TBB INFANTRY BN, 111' BI. lit IIlIIIJ18 
. , .. , I '. . 

('.;) IAPCBBD "tIlOD AS SCHBIIULBD (07008 )~I1f1".JA!I 
~ .... :-

oa3C!I'. WERE TAKEN WITH BelA'lIVE ENEMY 001.'_': two 11.1'1'8 

~ ... " .. ,.qlD !'HE FOLLOWINGOB..JECfIVBI. (l)'l~ ID. 7~Il..l. 
":::"}:~" '.. ....~ 

(2) V10 .JD 1SS446. (3) VIC XD 719441. (4) 'IOU 1-.2 Ie (S) 

V't XD 78844$. 

'1t~,0', ts) BY 

~ .. ' .1.00lD ," 
,< 

," '!" > ". 

I. 0+1 (8 

1ST MARIWU TO 

BLOCKI)ta POSITIOIS WER& _TAIL_fa OBJ.iCTIVlS 

& ARTILLERY aUPPOR!ID'!BI A"'ULt OF 
.. ",": 

THE LIP! OF !lIB HBLIBQI.... 21D lUi 

Y WAS DbIA 18D DO TO ""ft'COIIKI'rMBlITI . 

or QLlCOPTiRI THE DIVI8IOB. At 10.)., ·ftDD VIIG 

PREPKO THE LZ • "fAREA,~ THB DLIBORD • WAi':DaBRUD IN 

LZ BLalAl' sORBB88'I1JHoltE FROM PIXID WING AIBGIld'tIi 
. ".; ;~:"'_: <. '-'-' ~'. ~;~~~:::7; . . ," 
~ .. ' .;' ". TELl: 01.-,."._.;, OF ORDNAJlClI WAI DRO'fII) ,~.·III Bl£LICOPUR8 

llEi8PORmD 791 fto.,. PLUS 61,SOO LIS 0' CUGO m.IS :I 
r . ',( "'\ _ ' 

HBLlBOUB AI8l'UlA'. .':illMY C OMMENCBD MORTAa J'ds':OJ tHE LI 
. ',;: ' . "'~.' 

WHICH RESULUD IB '.l'BB ,~ING FRIENDLY CA8Ul"'.'~ 1 En., 
9 VIAl. 10 HBLICOP.~·.RB DAMAGED. COtnf~ ... alt:·~WERB 
WLIVBRBD BY ARI"I~'1fIm NEllA '.rIVB Aa __ '.';'-iIl BR lat 

e'., ,.o -:.l."" " • _':", k"' . 

"nAOID.}'. "","10 ASSIGD!> OBJlG!lfII)!'" BILL 
' ... ,. J. ...•... . .:.,. . . .. ~' "~': 

(6)'10".'"".£ (7) 'IC,D 76446,0 •• ~~.'iJ.IO JJ) 
~ ,'.'" . ." 

'. ;;, '.r .:~. 2~l.~,': . 

, .... c,'."O,""."""·"";_".·,.~~.:·,;,··.·f.:>; <.~,~,~w.9WJJIDl» :;~ 
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- ...• 
co~~~r"rr' " ',t:~"' :!~" , ;' .. ," ", :.:- .... ~.~~ ~7l==.t~~ 
WING CAl .as Artf1~l' 'DlI.nalClLYD Ilil>:;:O' "t") )' . ;;, \~,~, " '«' ,,",. '.~ , ,,' ". .~,: ' > '''. ':;. ... '. ::;: 

«) ROouBm.,Polnm.IUD ~:_DYIfO '.~'f~',,,: -' I""'·~ 
ilJlAllIBP .. PIItBo1lD.· DO %10 !lIB DiD. " ... ' '. . .' 

'-,; . . ,,': .···02'<· .... ·,·. 

W&8 PGVJP .*.rr· .... ~ ... E ... .: '101'11G 

IICOMING. " 

r. P+2 (9 MlY~) ADLITIONAL OBJECTlVU WE. A881 •.• to 

,liT MARl~"~~ A COKPLEB SEARCH COULD 8.0;1000;:""1' . 
~~ ". .' 

... ~.~..,. ... OF 88~;f1I). THE OBJEC!IVBS ARE. ,(9lpO II) 7$6469 
... ''iJ'''' "': , 

(10) no D 7"'.t, (11) VIC XD 1684-S0, (l.2) VIC O:'7.8S4SS lt1l) 
~ .. { '.~ "",',~' ,. " .. " " 

"_Il.~ ••.. iIIRB WAS NO ENEMY SMALL ARMlOOl~C' Oi-VIluuL 
" . ". ' '". 

" 0' 

II . ~"BJi)1Y CONTINUED ATTACKB BY B •. TABS ...... QlEfS. 

fa! :: ~::~;::~:LB:::G c::::o:;. e O:A~~!~!~Y 
& AI AIR IBIII .TCOfDtJO!ED. !HZ AIR 8mId nuaoDD 2 

, . . - .,:", 
,~" , 

H.ito8ITIONS, 7 BUBDRS, 60 MITERS OF !RlNe. LUi. KILLED tl'. · TllE PA mol. AOOOU1I'rBD FOil 4 AI)I)I!J'IOIlALnA Ie). li'IIII!I1lLY 

, 8UAL'fIES, 1 KIA, 1 .tAa. 1 WJAD. , '. 

G. 1>+3 (10 lIAr 6f) OONTlxu.!IOIO'l TBB OPBJU.!toNBB'fBALKJ) 

SBVERAL BDHY COMPIMJIII.I .BUT 'lIfE ENlMY aD ,.lca_ ALL 1'0.'1'1'10IS. 
'f' '. 

ONE NVA BODY WAS DUloftRED APPQD'lLY 11 •• 1 BYAD;.taIU8. 
" ' ~ 

,":;' 
, . '" ~ .. \ .,' ,. ,-' :,;.,,' -, . 

... IIIA OP ICltJDIII' •. .,:lV'PLIU WERB PO",4 ' ", If OP 

rPBARlDfO . ..,,. ~';~:O~ .. ,A .......... . 

!iI!!IIN,",,,,r.,,.;,,!f.r;<P' _' .' .' 
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,''/' . 

" I',: 

~,'".'r'M:~~_':;~~ 
B.»~ (11J1l£"68) lID II 11' .111:",0'":,. , , ••• ' 

, , '.. !.'. >,'" ;:::~::-'.,,~;>;J' y'N'i".., w 
UlROB Ol'BRA!IOB8 MOX 'l'OVAJU)8 III SAlOl 'Blaa~(: '" ,. ,lit: 

. " .' . :;: t, ',:}:~ ';~,:'~~~: ,,;,~l·' .. ;I>,~;~ .. ;-
MlRIJIU D'l'UUIJ) ~ '081'1018 A' 881 ,Ct) .. '61. :;~~Ie. 

WAS ftRKIIl ftD ON !HIS DAB.. '; 

4. RltSU1,'r~1 13 IYAV:~C) 8 lWC, lO CASBS or ~·4.1 ~i.~ . . , 
, ~ "1 

2 BOD8 11-16 AMMUNI!ION" )00 RDS 30 CAt. ,LIU, 8$0 IDI, SO CAL, 
I .;: ,I ::>;I!..~:~:i'~:'TJ 

24 CHI COM GRENADES, 20 U4CMM) ROCKK'l8,: 100 ":6'_ MoOBfAU, 

78 IW8 82mI MORTARS, 4 PACKS, 6 -Eft 'fOOLS, 1 AJDIO'~.VCH, 2 PLlCK 

JACD'1'S, 2 HELMENTS, 2 alS MASKS, 2 CAR!RIDG.B SILtS, l OANf"4,NS, 
" 

17 BAGS OF RIOE &: A VARIETY OF CLOTHING. tal AIliA.,Il.tl.RRY 
" {:.i'~,~; _~ , 

&I GROUlfD UHlTa D~ODD 2 MORTAR POSITIONSJ -,.,)JiSDR8 WITH 
~i. , " 

ADJOINING FIGBTI'O:JIOLBS I 3 ROCKET P08'1'IONB 6I'll8ML D!IRS 
~, , 

ot TRENCH LINES. ,~ SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS ao'BURYJID AT 

~RIOU8 TA.RGE!'S.~~ft1;" \. , 
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 

2d Battalion. 1st Marines 
2d Battalion. 3rd Marines 

140800H to 200800H May 1968 
~ 

The first major engagement with the NVA forces to the south of 
KSB was a poorly executed ambush on the logistics convoy heading east 
along Route 19. This occurred at 1045H on 14 May. A small force of 
NVA attacked the convoy with RPGs and small arms fire. The security 
force immediatelY reacted and the reaction company H/2/) at LZ HAWK 
responded with exceptional speed and skill. They attacked from 
two directions and the enemy fled. Oral orders were issued to pursue 
and exploit this action. "F" and liE" Companies 2/) ;..rere committed. 
Several brief fire fights were encountered but the momentum of the 
Marines did not falter. The close team work by air, artillery, and 
ground account,d for 20 NVA/KIA and 1 wounded NVA POW. Positions 
were consoli~d for the night and at first light the attack was 
continued. liE" and "H" Companies 2/) met strong resistance by the 
enemy fighting from well fortified positions but close air support 
using napalm enabled the Marines to assualt through the positions. 
The enemy had suffered )4 NVA killed. Meanwhile, F/2/) met only small 
pockets of resistance. Additional search of the area gave evidence 
that the enemy had withdrawn from the area. 2d Battalion, 3d 
Marines pulled their forces back toward LZ HAWK and continued search 
operations. It is suspected that this action by the NVA must have 
been a reconnaissance in force. 

No additional contacts were experienced until an early morning 
probe by an estimated NVA platoon on the 18th. They were repulsed by 
H/2/3 and a heavy concentration, of artillery fire near the friendly 
lines. Eight NVA were left dead outside the perimeter. The following 
morning another assault was attempted. Once again the combined 
Marine firepower devastated the enerqy. Six NVA bodies were found and 
1 wounded NVA officer was taken prisoner. Interrogation was not 
completed until late afternoon. A series of events, described in the 
following paragraph, plus his timelY intelligence concerning the 
attack on KSB developed the order of battle as planned by the enerqy. 

On the same morning 190710H the minesweep force, a platoon of 
F/2/1, was carrying out its basic mission when attacked by a small 
NVA unit. Two RPGs were fired at the lead tanks. One tank was 
damaged and the other received damage to its .50 Caliber Machine Gun. 
The tanks and infantry opened fire killing 2 NVA. This engagement 
occurred about 1200 meters south of KSB on the access road. Continuing 
cautiously down the rOad, the force once again received heavy contact. 
Bitter fighting prevailed and the additional units of F/2/1 were sent 
to the scene. They immediately met stiff resistance. Reinforcements, 
ItG" and "Htl Companies 2/1, were dispatched from KSB and E/2/) with 
tanks was sent from LZ HAWK to the east flank to envelop~ the well dug 
in NVA. The enemy started to withdraw to the south by Ku Bac. The 
Marine units continued to drive the enemy south using air strikes 
and artillery. p 
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The Marine forces linked up and then consolidated. This action 
covered the better part of the day and the Commanding Officer of 1st 
Marines requested an additional battalion to defend KSB. 3d Battalion'-~J 
9th Marines arrived to defend KSB proper. The results of this major 
fight l-lere: 66 NVA/KIA, 8 friendly KIA, 34 WIA (EVAC), and 10 WIANE. 
The air component contributed as major factor in rooting out the enemy 
in their defensive positions. 

As related earlier. the NVA prisonerl gave timely intelligence. 
He state~'that a major attack would be conducted on KSB on the eve 
of 19 May." All indications by the daily activities plus the contacts 
described on 3d Battalion, 4th Marines summary of operations depicted 
the scheme. The main thrust would come from the south with adjacent 
units tying down the flanking forces of KSB. All units were put on 
lOO~ alert, 19 TPQs were conducted and 2 ARC LIGHTS dumped their pay­
loads on Co Roc. This attack never materialized. A possible reason 
may be the premature findings of the enemy plus his resounding losses 
may have disrupted his plan of attack. 

On the 20th all Marine units conducted thorough search operations. 
G/2/1 discovered 31 bodies and E/2/1 captured 2 pOWs and found 6 more 
bodies. The enemy had definitely withdrawn from the area leaving 
behind many traces that they had suffered numerous casualties. No 
contacts were made for two more days but additional NVA bodies were 
found. 

In retrospect, a coordinated attack was planned by a large NVA 
force. A smaller force of possible battalion had engaged 3d Battalion, 
4th Marines to the west with the main effort to come from the south. 
The enemy was deployed in force and well equipped. They utilized 
bunkers, fighting holes and trench lines in their offensive thrust. 
The enemy soldier displayed determination but lacked basic skills, 
however, the ever apparent adaptness in Use of mortar, rockets, and 
antimechanized weapons was felt. 

The results of these contacts are: Enemy, 256 NVA/KIA, 3 POWs, 
Friendly, 22 KIA, .53 WIA (EV AC), and 4.5 WIANE. 

2 
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SUMMARY OF .3RD BN, q.TH MAR INEB 
ENGAGEMENT WITH NVA FORCES 

150800H MAY - 200800H MAY 

Major contact by 3rd Bn, 4th Marines was precipitated 
by several patrol size confrontations. It appeared that 
the NVA was using 4 to 6 m.n teams to recon the terrain 
and determine the disposition of forces to west - southwest 
of Bills 689 and 552. 15 May activities resulted in the 
first major meeting. One platoon of L/3/4 engaged with a 
unit of NVA. The rest of L/3~ units arrived and conducted 
an assault on the NVA unit. The NVA skillfully used 
mortars and rockets on the assaulting Marines but the 
combined Marine team of air, artillery and infantry seized 
the Objective. The enemy left 6 comrades dead and large 
stocks of equipment, wea~ons and ammunition. Our lo~e8 
were 4 KIA and 34. WIA (E ) • 

On 16 May K/3/4 made initial contact with IVA forces 
attempting to close with the Marine forces around Khe Sanh. 
One platoon of K/3/4 was sent forward of Hill 689 to con­
duct a Combat Patrol early in the morning. At vicinity 
XD 792416 the platoon made contact with an NVA unit of 
unknown size. They were well dug in. All supporting arms, 
artillery and gunships were employed to destroy the enemy_ 
A flame thrower team was asked for but the platoon could 
not force the enemy fram their positions. The rest of 
K/3/4 was deployed to assault the finger of the ridgeline. 
They were ~ediately engaged in heavy exchange of small 
arms fire and mortar fire. After fierce fighting K/3/4 had 
obtained the forward positiOns of the NVA positions. Air 
strikes were conducted but the enemy pulled back to reverse 
slope defense. Upon assault the Marines met heavy volume 
of small arms fire, grenades and mortars. The battle 
continued through the day. Towards darkness the order was 
received to return to Hill 689. Breaking contact was 
difficult and the lead platoon did not get back to the 
consolidated position until l62200H. They left a MIA on 
the hill. For this particular-enemy engagement K/314 
suffered 10 WI! (E), 1 WIANE and 1 MIA. The,. had killed 
11 NVA. 

Companies "I" and "MI. had returned OPCON to 3rd Bn, 
4th Marines on the afternoon of the 16th after being 
deployed to the KENTUCKY AO. They were helo lifted to KSB 
and were moving out towards Hills 689 and 552. They 
received heavy mortar and small arms fire at vicinity XD 
813404. The two companies expertly utilized all fire 
support available and assaulted through the enemy position 
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and consolidated on Hill 552. Results of this activity 
were 5 KIA, 11 WIA (E) and 3 WIANE. They accounted for 
10 NVA/KIA. 

Numerous spottings of additional NVA were reported 
throughout the day and night. Air and artillery missions 
were conducted. After appraisal of the daily activities 
it was considered that the NVA had at least a company 
reinforced in the ~ediate area plus reinforcements. 
Additional air strikes and artillery missions were con­
ducted to prepare the area between Hills 552 and 689 and 
the ridgeline to the west of 689. Battalion objectives 
were aSSigned and after the pounding by supporting arms 
K/3/4 assaulted the old pOSition of contact. "I" and 
nw· 314 attacked terrain surrounding Hills 689 and 552. 
No initial contact was made. K/3/4 found 1 NVA body but 
the area looked as if the NVA had departed the area taking 
their dead and wounded. Many blood trails and dragging 
marks indicated that the NVA had suffered many casualties. 
The MIA Marine was found. He was KIA. Later in the 
afternoon 1/3/4 again found the enemy dug in on the 
reverse slope type defense. The supporting arms, air and 
artillery were effectively called in. The assault seized 
the objective. Sixteen Marines 1iW8 WIA (E) but accounted 
for 22 NVA bodies. 

Again during the hours of darkness the enemy probed 
3/4 positions. Addi ti onal sigh tings of NVA were reported 
in the same general area of combat from previous days. 
TPQs and CASjDAS strikes were conducted throughout the 
night and the entire morning of 18 May. 

The same units returned to their old battlegrounds. 
This time there were no incidents. Several platoon 
size ambushes were left on avenues of approach but the 
enemy bad broken contact. 

On 19 Maya platoon of 1/3/4 moved out to search 
surroundi~g area of Hill 552. Contact was made with 6 NVA. 
Once again air strikes and artillery pounded the area of 
contact. I/3/4 units joined the platoon and swept through 
the area. Several NVA in spider holes engaged 'in small 
arms fire. After the objective was taken 38 enemy were 
accounted for. A continua tion of the attack resulted in 
contact with more NVA in spider holes. After a short 
fierce fire fight, the Marines seized the area." Nineteen 
additional NVA bodies were accounted. Only 9 Marines were 
WIA (E). 
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Since this engagement the NVA apparently has with­
drawn from the immedia te area. It is mos t noteworthy 
that the NVA utilized supporting arms, mortars and 
rockets, with Skill. They employed reverse slope de£ense 
with well constructed bunkers and spider holes. The 
enemy was well equipped and had suffioient quantities of 
ammunition. The results of Jrd Bn, 4th Marines actions: 
Friendly: 9 KIA, 107 WIA (E), 11 WIANE. Enemy: 107 
KIA /NVA , 18 NVA lEBA, :3 POWs. 

:3 CONFIDENTIAL 
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SillTIIf-ARY OF OPlillJHIONS , ~ f)..f"e If. ft.,,) ~ ~I$ 

2d Bn 3rd Narines ~ ., I> \~ 11#<'(, ~~ }y. ". 
271600H to 290800H Iviay 1968 %'~~ -<.~ ~1.? -ll""'" ~ ~ ,.j... v).:; 

. -\\""" ~'" \~ bl~ eT" 
U"' ~ /!, ~ ,l~ rJf:-';: \~- ~oo 
~ n(lP ,It') ~t2' \ c., ~') ~ ... ~ 

'" ~.. \ A,..l< ~~.:J ~ 
~ .) ~, 

The 2nd BattalHm of 3rd Marines assigned AD is generally to the east an~~ iJ ~~.: ... 
south of KSB. Special emphasis in their AO h"}s been "laced on offensive fJ'-~ #­
activiUes to the south of Route #9 as a compllllation and study of collected~(f-'\ NJ.j5 
intell~gence gives positive evidence that one NVA regiment and possibly tw~ ~cJ'7~~ 
are staging and operating in this lo,,:er southern quadr8_nt. Each day company ~.J~ V'" 
size combat p.'l.trol~ have sightings of s'l1all NVA units a.t a distance but rIJEAJV;C.I..fo~ 
normally avoided contact. ~~ ~ 

'»~ Aj) 
On the night of 27 May th.e NVA c~11,nged their tactics. As usual Foxtrot 'b~ "'VO! 

Company 2nd Battalion 3rd Harines had conducted daylight patrollingCYlate in 
the a~tern()~n t 1,sy consolida~ed on a defendabl.s hill and m~d~ ~ll preparations ,uOO 
for nlght tune combn_t operab_ons. il.t 280230H Hay the NVA lnltlated a battle -tr 
that raged for 16 hours. This first contact vJaS a small group of fanatic NVA 
charging a northern listening post. They were carrying a satchel charge and 
yelling. The IvIarines opened fire and the NVA "rere stopped withtthe satchell 
charge exploding in their hands; this killed all of them. Meanwhile, 
another light enemy probe came from the south. They were renulsed by small 
arms fire. These attempts must have been "feelers" as at 0300 the major 
attack by an estimated NVA Battalion commenced. Immediately the final 
protective fires opened u~ and the pre-planned artillery concentrations 
plotted around the perimeter vIere filled vri.th massive volumes of artillery 
rounds. By 0Li-15. Spooky "(vi th it t S iOmini-guns" and the flareship were on 
station supp1fuenting the organic fires. Spooky provided small arms fire 
to within 20 meters of friendly positions. The battle raged on and the INA 
.rere successful in splitting one platoon from the company. The small unit 
leaders re-positioned their forces and continued to fight. 

At first light an aerial observer and UHIE gunships were providing 
su-:)port. The gunship poured small arms fire into the enemy then fixed 
~~ng soared in with napalm and 250 pound bombs. Close coordination was 
re0uired as bombs were being dropped as close as possible. SloNly but 
surely, the enemy was being defeated. They were splintered into small 
groups and sup~orting arms continued the attack. At 10Li-5. Echo Com~any 
2dBn 3ell-far moved tm-rards Foxtrot Company. They assteJ ted through enemy 
resistqpce and joined Foxtrot Company perimeter. By nov; the enemy vJas 
reeling back and the supporting arms shifted their fires to avenues of 
regress. Fifteen more sorties by fixed wing ,vere flovm dropryinp; tons 
of ordnance. The artillery continued to shell the enemy after the fixed 
Hing had cleared the area. 

By 1630, F/2/3 had pressed the attack along the radgeline forward 
of the origiq[al defensive positions. The enemy had been defeated in 
detail. One hundred seventy-six ~NA bodies were found on the battle 
field but a detail search of the battle area was not conducted until 
the f ollOlving day 0 
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• • Foxtrot and Echo Companies consolidatec into defensive positions 
for the night. No contact was made during the night but~~uld hear 
the I~A trying to collect equipment and bodies. The supporting arms, 
artille~. and air (TPQ's) pursued the attack on possible harboring sites 
and trails. 

The next morning the two companies made a detail SHeep of all adjacent 
areas. Another fifty-four bodies Here found with large quantities of 
weapons, equipment and ammunition. Each day a continual search is made 
of the surrounding areaS so it is possible additional bodies and/or 
weapons may be found. There are many indications that the NVA suffered 
many Casualties. 

This action and success strongly validates the Narines' system and 
usage of all supporting arms to implement the ground units. The 
close coordination and training by all Marines concerned fully illustrates 
that this combination of effort is most effective. 

A reCap of this action: 230 NVA!KU attacking one JVlarine infantry 
company, the artillery fired 4215 rounds on pre-plalli1sd and observed 
concentrations, and the air (fixed wing, gunships, and spooky) added 
tremendous fire power to ~Qthin 20 meters of the friendly lines. Their 
ordnance figures for 26 sorties and on station time, 94,000 pounds, 
including many tanks of napalm and thousands of rounds fired from smaller 
caliber lileapons. The friendly casual ties Here: 13 KH. t 44 ~vIA(Evac). 

AIlE. 
The intentions or goal of the I~A for this attack ~ difficult to 

speculate. A large force 1-1a5 committed and the troops were 1Ilell armed 
with new weapons, RPG's and multiple automatic weapons both light and 
heavy. It tv-as experienced that the NVA did utilize their arti1le~ from 
Co Roc on the fighting units plus some on IChe Sanh Base for the first time. 

More enemy are in this area so this S~'11ary of activity is not 
necessarily final. 
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