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CHU LAI, Viatnam, Dec. 1 -- Death tugged at his trouser leg but Harine
Captain George F. Kuettner, 32, didn't answer the call.
The Captain, assistant didision adjutant, iask Force X-Ray, lat Harxine
bivision, was walking toward the Communication Center. It was dark and he was in
a urrye.
He siepped on what scenmed to be & stiok. Suddenly there was movement bensath
his foot. Wwith it came a shaxrp tug on his trouser leg, Just above the boot,
Captain Kuettner entered the Communications Centexr, obtained a flashlizht wne with
a help of other Marines made & search of the area to oonfirm his suspicions.
A thrse-foot green bhamboo viper was found.
"1t was obvious it had eaten,” the captain said. "That's probably why it vas
sluggish and didn't move at my approach.”
The vipor was killed and taken to the aid station vwhere it was identified.
“0 dealy is ite venom," Captain Kuettner said, "That hui i1 been bitten I
would not have beesn uble to walk the seven steps to the Vommunication Center entrance,"

~USMo~

S0ITUKS notet Cupt Kuettner's home town omitted at his request, liis parents think he's o

vkinawe and he has no desirs to shake them up.
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hot water shower
i) I AT L adatuiis i

CHU Lal, Vietnaa, Jec. 1 =- "A little thinking goes a long way,” Sogt
Willie L. Golden, 35 (Akron, Uhio), Maintenanoe Chief, 3rd Amphibiam Traotor
Battalion, lst Marine Vivision, proved recently.

Une svening lsst month, Sargeant Golden headed for the showers. Though
1t was a cool evening he looked forward to his nightly rinse.

Until he turned the water on.

''he ocold spray chilled his spirits. 7Then and thers he Aecided the cold
watier showers "had to go.”

Heoruiting two voluntesrs, he set to work on project "hot shower.”

Using a sa« here, and welding thers, a j5-gallon drum and seven fest of
5/4 inch copier tubing were converted into a hot water system. DUripping dissel
oil is ignited and the tubing becomes & heating colil.

“when our troops come in from the field they look forward to « hot moal,"
Sergeant Colden said. "4nd now they also have & hot shover to come home to."

Sergeant Uo.den is more than willing to ex;lain to interested parties hov
t0 sismmble the heater.

-usnc-
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'B N A

CHU LAI, Vietnam, Dec. 6 — The discovery of a Viet Cong psychologioal
operations center and 5,000 anti-American pamphlets highlighted "Operution
Sutter," oconoluded today by the lst Battalion, Fifth Marine Regiment, 1lst
Marine Pivision.

Moving under cover of darkness and heavy rain, the Maxines entered an
ensmy-controlled area northwest of Chu Lai Nov. 30. Information volunteered
by a Viet Cong defector served as a basis for the opsretion, according to
Maj. Kichard J. lger (New York, E.Y.), battalion operations offioer.

A night msarch to the first objective was organised to take the enemy by
surprise. Eraving typhoon rains and mounteinous jungle trails, the Leathernecks
drove the VC out of the area and destroyed their cave and tunnel complexes.

oniper fire failed to slow the Marine advance as they crossed rivers
snd rain-swollen rios paddies. Artillery and mortars blasted the sniper
positions when bad weather hampersd air support. The dense jungle provided
the enemy with ooncealment and a ready means of escape from Marine firepover,
but a team from lst Keconnsissa nce Battalion, 1st Marine Division, flushed
12 VC out of hiding and called in artillery on the fleeing guerrillas.

During "Operation Sutter" the lut Batialion found 15 Vietnumese refugees,
who were esoorted out for resettlement in a paocified area.

The vé&-lang operation left 13 VC dead. OUne Viet Cong prisonsr was
taken, and six suspects were detained. Harines captured ll enemy weApons.

~UBRO~
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Captured fumilies

CHU Liiy, Vietnam, Dec. 4 — Ywo nev families arrived in Flmoo ibuan
village Nov, 29, Tired but happy, they told of ti eir libdretion from Viet
Cong ocaptivity by Marines of'B" Co., 18t Bn., Seventh Marine Hegiment, 1at
Marine Divieion.

The Viet Cong carried out a long-staniing threat in the hamlets of
Van Tuong (1) and (2) by kidnapping t'e famtlies of Vietnamese Popular
Porces (PF) soldiers stationed in Pimoo Thman, They hoped 1o use the captives
as hostages in an a tiempt to end cooperetion detween the I'Fs and the Marines,
vho have worked vell togeth-r ags inet the communisda.

Heparts of t' o capture reached the Marines on Nov, 28. A resocue operation
was organised and the oampany moved out at midnight towaxd Van Tuong. After
a night march of 5,000 meters search and blocking slements ve.e set up. 7he

search wvas under way before daw n.

Two VC were killed ss the Marines moved through the area. Une was a rmed with

an American rifls,
When the hamlets vere ssoured the people vere sssemdled. 43 the Fis
identified their families hamlet officiale explaimed the rescus operstion

to the villagers.

"} Bg. esoorted the liderated families back to Yoo Thuan, where a

oivic action ,ro;rem is underway to get the people back on their feet.

30w
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Close Gall

FOR IN EDIATE R LEAGL

Chu Lai, Vietnan, Dec. 7 =- PPC Leonard Robvarson (Redmond, Wash.), considers
hinsslf{ a very luoky mun.

The 19-yesar old larine from Weapans Flatoon, Charley Co., 1at Bn., 5th Marine
Regiment, le ¢ Marine lJivision, was on Opexetion Sutter when his platoon was hit
by sniper fire from two sides.

e were crossing a rios paddy when they (snipers) opened up on us. The
bu!lets were hitting all around me and were pretty alomse,” Robarson said.

An hour later the Marine opened his puok for a meal of O ratiens and
diacoverod a bullet hole in one of the oans. A sniper's bullet had gone
through the side of his puck, inte the can, and out the back of the mek.

"T guess you night say I'm pretty luoky,"” he said. 'That's one can of

chow Y 4idn't mind losing.”

=usnc-
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soap suds

Cinll LAI, Viatnam, Dec, 9 = In the future, Pfo, DVavid L. lamdle, 20
(Chiongo, 111,), & rifleman with “LU" Co., lst Battaliony 5th Karine
Rexlment, lst iiarine Uivision will check his pockets before heading out
on patrol.

imring Uperation Sutter, ilandle's platoon snoountered a river, Aafter
that it was shallow enou~h to ford, the Harines headed for the other uide,

About halfewey soross o steady stroam of bubbles started fellowing
iiandls, «hen he stepped out of the water on ths other side, he found that
both legs were englfad by suds,.

lle yeusohed into the pookets on his jungle utilitieato deteinine the

cause and pulled out two vary ueed bers of soap.

~UsmO-
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Phoned in to Migt. "ilson

Refugeen

CHU MAI, Vietnam, Dec, 9 ~~ On 8 fooenbor. elements of the S5th Marine
Regiment, lst Marine Division, while on & search and destroy operation west
of Tan Ky were approached by 42 Vietnamese villag ers who requestod to leave
the area with the Marines because of henvy Viet Cong taxntion and constant
VC harassmcnts

While on patrol, tho Leathernecks found 1,000 pounds of rice which wes
distributed to the villagers, who will ocarry it out vhen they are evacuated

to a Befugee Center.
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avaris

.:.‘;"_ 1:‘:"1»-;"; '&T-‘-‘ ng}aa'v Y

Ui Linl, Yietnan, PYec, 13 - iWjo: leter =, Hilgartner, cosanniing Vfficer,
136 Bn,, FifAh Hauine he.Ament, 1st barine Vivislon, presented 13 awawis and aacorati.ng
to mewbars of hin ocamand during “o:mal ceramonies here ligo. 12

In all, the major pressnicd ore Iroase -tar fedal and 12 furple lesat Hwd:ls,

£fa 1111w Helecki, 18 LHilleide, 111.), was avarded ihe Sronse -tar Jimdal

for “heioic schievemoni while mervin as Compeny Swdie vperator of Lompuyy = caat

vparation Lolorecio,”

v njor llge tner present 4 surple feart fedols tos Latht Jerooe i, Leorie \-em
rolncu, lowa)y mabt Jimede L, adkins (Crossett, ark.); »snce Larporals -ul o
matler Jr., 15 (hew York, i»¥.), ‘onsld B, ringet.d, 20 (~ddiwon, 1li,), lsonard
¥V, istersen, - (isdwood “ity, Gulife), Loo Lo Stewart, 0 (Ban intonto, “ex.s)
and Jaok . +ilds, 21 (Inoxville, Temn.).

rurple fcart Dedals also wers presented irivates Firet Ciaes ~ enoer i
Valdwell, 18 (iniianms:1ie, Ind.), Haymond Comptomn, 23 (Fesa, apis. ), ilobert J.
dfldow, 20 (Vpringfleld, Uhloj, -11lien i, -mothervan, 20 (G:rdetians, -enn.) end
Car) rvy #imon, 2/ (~hitelleld, Vkled/.

in sAdition, the ro Jor presented 10 Herines wit: warrants promoting the: to
the rank of sergeant.

=WAMO-
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marine platoon overrun

I9R_DSEDIATE ERIEMIR

_ GRU LAX, Vietnam, Dec. 14 -~ An estimnted platoon of Viet long
attacked snd everran a Marins platoon sutpost en a hill five miles soutlwest
of G 1ai in ihe early houre of Wednesisy mermning, Deoc. 14.

The VC attacked the ocutpost en Hill 51 at 0300 following a barrage
of reocoiless Hﬁnoisﬂgg&dgggsnvg? They
overmn tve pesitiens menned Yy the lst Flateon, Mike Company, 3rd Battalion,
5th Marine Reginment, 1st Merine Divisien and kept tha Marines pirmed down
with grenades and automstie rifle fire,

Charging up & drew in front of & machine gsun tanker, the VC first
snaihilated the bunker and ymoed to a buming commmniontions tent that head
been set afive by & recoiless rifle rewnd,

The Marines 85&3&.3?7350&9‘551&?%
tent and 414 not went to risk firing becauss of veunded Marines still in the
Axreks .

Right to 10 VC were all that vere seen and thay were observed te
be vearing green wiiforms snd vere very well equipped, gi/
g\%ﬁ.‘.‘%‘(’

The attacking force suffered no cnsunlties.

Reinfercements for the Marines srrive at approximently 0530 bty
Ontos and Amphibian Treotorse

Merine casualiies were havy,

=UBN0=
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times axe tough

FOR DGGDLM'E RELBASE

CHU LAI, Vietnam, Decs 14 -~ The Mentagnaxd villagers ef Go Rok
have had & tough time of 1t latelye

First, & jet air strike 2lmost leveled the village hanmlet severl
niles southwest of Quang Ngai last Septembers Them Ocotober monsoon rnins
washed 2away their bridge over the fumg T Giang River.

Ge Rek is lecated atep & small Dump of land in & narrev river valley
between twe high mountains, One side of the Memtagwurds® hill is a free firing
sone because it 1s used extensively Yty Viet Cong passing threugh the aree.

Targets vere spotted one day esrly in September and Marine jets
reced into the strike zene. Seme of their beombds acoldently fell en the
villages

Immedintely aid wis rushed to the Mapless villagers. Doctors trested
and evacuated the weunded, Feod and bhuilding materials were airlifted by
Marine helicopters and the rebullding began,

A month later heavy rains turmed the lasy Semg Twe Giang inte an
angry torrent that snmapped the bridge frem its meerings and washed 1t dowa

rivens
(more)
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add 1-1-1=1=1=1-1-1

A team from the lst Engineer Battalien, lst Marine Divisien rebuilt

the hridgec
Itwmmouwmumtumﬁ-nmnatm
peeple of Go Rok nov realise that vhatever mappens to them, vhatever the

reasen, help will be on 1ts way saoh end evexy timeo
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Releuse Not 51866 Chu Iai Press Center
Telepuoned to CIB Tel, No: UVevote 41
Via Div ISO 15 Dec. 1966

Informetion reguested by CIB
Awswered by X0, 3/5

Question (1)
What positiome were over-rum -- oubtposts? listening posts? How mamy
mer were in them?

Amsvwer (1)
4 bunker om the perimeter,

Question (2)
Wiat Rill were shey on? How lomg did they mam i%? Is it i old 2/7
aresl?

answer (2)
A un-numbered kill west of Hill 69, I% is mammed om & reoccuriag basis.

=18 RC=
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Viet von  :ill

sUk B s Rl wsid

ol LI, Vietrum, Yec. 16 -- Four Viet Cung were kille: and 1) suspectys
cupturcd yc.sterday when a Murine aeiiul obscrver spotted then sétting up an
aibush wieinst |, round troo s who were mevion . into ~n ared 15 miies soutnwent of
wuall  Ligals

Pipat Lt, Willio,m 4. Bexsy, austintown, O-do, ai ce il onueiver with
Gl s s i Yivioion, wes recomnoitering the arca just ahead of o com any
from Qe Tth Mur ne Regiment durin- an operation which is presently in search
of « lurpe Viet Vong force.

“io were flyine ¢t of the vong Va u River,' the 24-ycuar-old Uer y suid
later. "bron ny position behind the pilot I spotted wbout 15 cattle with & line
rumb r of ,eople. OSuspiciously, becwuse it usually tuke.. three or four to
handle that wsany cattle, we checked and after the third jass, 20 Viet Yong
su.denly soose into . run away [rom us ond headed for & tree line thut boidered
tho river.

“Wwe coufirmed tiney were definitely Viet Cong when they sturied shootiny
at us,

Berry radioed Lie company which was still about 6CU meters a .ay and
informed thew of th. find, promising to keep the VC busy until Marines could

arrivi.
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viet cong .ill udd 1-1-1-1

I"iney sure got there iust,” Berry said.

")ey were a good bunch. They swept right linrough the -rea."

Four of the Viue e killed and 15 suspects were cuptured hiding in holes.

" is ig the most reweiding flight I've had in Vietnum, "Berry said. e
has b:en here five months,.

"ie 1o e to work with these guys on the ground and when .e cun give then a
good target, olter maybe . lot of discowuging walks thuat :et them nothing, it
i

wa kes owr Gob meen o lot more thun I an put into words,  Dorry concluded,

«=U8Mme~

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

DIOMUATIONAL SERVICES OIVICE
1t Mavine Divisien (Rein), PO
¥7C San Frenedses, Galifemis 96602

Belense me3 525-.66 Press Omter
Bys Bgs, Mike NoOmiter :::ma
i temn
X DGRIATE RELEAIR

GEU JAX, Vietmmm, Doce 19 -= Awtillewy mwnds sereaned over the

muummmmmmm-m&mum
woviing sgainst & bend of the muidy Seng Ten Kime Riven.

Smske cuxled inte the angsy gy sy 89 the explosions reverbowsted
Soroes the Wil snd renched the Nan on top of Bui Tunw,

mwmmmmmmquu
kis "mtteny commnier's 00epe,” & Mg gresm iy of 1pover glrsses moumted
R neial stalks lecking semething like & praying matis.

NMMNMM'W&“MW&
S*ove Wt Ninds sould ses men still wp and noving,

the 23 yeaw sid Toswvasd Observer fwem Mg Pinem, Ga14f,, enlled fow
mmmum—-m&ammmw-
mmmwmmmuummm
thousends of stesl frngnents chaved wp nen and treen.

MMNMW!&&.M“-WM
niles sweys A vind cinsed min over i Twen snd penssnts far Belew the asumtasn
verked wiisturbeld in theixr sweagy rice paddies. ‘

(mowe)
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Tattered rolls of smoke dissipated above the pulverised grove.
Soon vultures wuld cixvole above.

Hinds wes ohe of five Americans on Jul Trun, sharing the bory oxest
vith 8 conglomerste of Korean Recenmisesnce Marines vith Ialf-bald “Mohawk"
Mirouts; a platecn of Xorean Four Deuce Mortaws, and & winle villuge of
Montagnayd txibesmen, their womem, childrem and degs.

All Merines, the three yankeee Vere an artillexy shesrver tesm frem
the 4sh Battalion, 11th Mawine Regiment, 1ot Maxine Divisien, The other twe
wvare fyem ths lat Anglico Company snd their msin Jed was guiding remupply
heliceytens onto the windy, dangerows and miorescopic landing sene that fell
avay into oliffs on either end,

¥ui Twn is & lone sentinel bulging fyem & yriver wlley tiled with
mmdreds of vatexy rice paddies shining like & glasay weenic. The slopes sxe
stesy and covered with jungle, barbed vire snd hooky tmape ngainat enewy attadk.
There sxe only two acosssible txnils dewn the mountain and the Xoxrenns and
Mentugnaxds use them for patrols wy xeids inte the Viet Gomg contrelled
valleye

The mountain cscmnded the marely pilain. From 1ts cress there wes
an wihanpeared view for almost five miles in evexy direotien and becsuse of
this, 1t mades an sxvsllent observetisn poste

(moxe)
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4 mile to the south the sluggish yellow-hwown Song o Kwo ourled
on its vay to the sen. A bastion of tall clevd esvered meuntedns walled in the
vest five miles awny and & low rvnge of hille partially blsaked the sast,
Severml monthe ago the Marines had fought ssme of their bloodiest WMstles in
Quang lgai Provinoe on those small hills vid Just & few weeks bofore the
m&mwmuu-woruﬂ.mvmw

Hinds hud onlled ovex & lnmdred five missions for the Kereans befors

the shattered B0 md fimally esonped into the wentemn moumbaine, meving pust
Fui Tyan wrler cover of daximess.

"It wia stmnge being wp hexe watching the fighting in thoss hills
only a oowple thousand netews away,” ltinis remxied. “iWe vere & pawt of 14,
oelling ariy strikes - but 1¢ wes & lot like watohing a var mevie en coler
talevisien.”

Sursnding his ssndimgged outyest vilch wvas perched on the highest
kned of the mountuintep, the Mentagneyd viliage lngged the mayvew ridge. It
ves & fantastie cluster of stmuv lmrts, sanidagged Zuncexs, baxbed wire and
mpmmummwmmmm

locking like & ship's mast, & weoden fingpole stood almsct on the
canter of the crest. Whan 1% waan't mining the Xerenns ans Montagnawds mmised
their countzy's finge - but en $his winy day only the dwpes dangled frem the

orosshenm.
froye)
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844 3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3

The Mntagwxrd men all were the gresn wxifoums of the Arsy of the
Republic of Viehwsm snd tock tumme in the tll bLeadeo and sandag lookeut
unkers leaning over the sdges of the oliffu, Their vomen cooked cnd chattewed
with lecal gossiy; their vide-sysd childwen pan axound yelling and laughing,
Guping after their fat baxking dogs. Pige squenled, chickens oludked and
somstines 1 confused rooster oxoweld.

A teon of Kovesn Recon learines veaxily resched the top anfter the
lang steep olimdh fyrom the valleys Thay nd weifed & villnge swrrommded like
an island by rice paddies and captured meveral Just as tived yrisonere who vere
led into & hut for interrogation,

Hinds had beam on Muli Trenn fer over 2 nonth. His 2%d biwthiay passed
vhile he vaa on the momtain as d4id the 20%h of his sssistant F. 0., FFC Anthomy
Yumadelli from lang Island, N. Y. There vas ene other man in the team, LGy,
Yemon "My Favorite” Mowtian from Minot, N. Do, the ysdiemsn whe onxrried the
Wrgets S0 guns lomted several miles away,

Ve can oall eur shots to guns dn Quang Ngai, Men Son or Qm 1ai,"
Hinds snid looking once moxe through the scope. "lvery 15 minutes vb vhesl the
Slasess axownd a full 360-degrees looking fer targess like impetious VC vie
osa'y vait for daxicwss. Ve ustnlly oatch ‘em exxly in the moming just before
down oY 2% dueit. ™

(moxe)
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He pointed tovaxds the wivess

Where ve just fived thaxe's reporbed to de & Maittslion of Y& That
band Just beyond is the fording point they nemmlly use to arees the riven,
Sometines we oxtah them snd eink their bents or drive them 40 land and txep
them in the txess whexe we oan peur in the sxrtillewy.”

He fooused the glnsses on the yellowed ruins of an old Fxensh ford.
“A Vietnamese compary vwith Ameriosn sdvisexs used %0 operete out of that place.
The VC overman it a yeur age, killing the Avvine and taking the Amsricans
prigonss. They've never been henrd frem 3in0eees”

Two dots in the snstem siy beomme groviing helicsptare thnt drowned
his words. Oroan smeke popped from & gramde and tmmiled sver the windy »erren
patoh of ground the fives bind wns alrendy sypronching.

FFC Gaxl R Wheeler, frem Auvexs, N. Yo) end PFC Ruly Dorgueta, vin
heils from Newpors, Re 1. and vihwe dd Sust coupleted nivhomme scheol before
exriviag in Vietwmm, gwided the wind-buffeted chepper in vith the use of amm
and hand signls, correcting svexy errexr of aypronch as 1t axose.

Sevarnl Xoxesns yan %o the copbar and unloaded crsas of rations and
ammmition. Bpty, the pilot stmined the englue agninet the wind and struggled
badk into the sky %o cirale while kias periner landed,

The second chopper vas leaded vith Wage of rice for the Mentogwrds
and the villugexs caxried them eff.

{moxe)
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w:&wmarmmmmmmﬁmm
offeot on & reck their exrew vere determined 4o disintegrate 2,000 neters avey,
the vest of the day »assed in normal, lasy rewtine.

mwam:_mwmmuwmm-m
&lnssss and vaniered down one of the tnils & Jamdred yayds or 90 %0 %ake a
'md-summsmn«mummmmﬂlmy Syups slong
thctoqpﬁmmm-bwnmwmwmmwnm
mm-:mun-unomm-mmumunm.um
more emoiting.

uvcmmmm-tau.m-tmu-wm
Vhich was eluttered vith bright exange and »ed mail tags, rifles snd packs
ant capes of C.mtiense He 11t & cignrette fyem & candle and setiled W ok
vith & osn of mation coffes.

Msﬂwnnhﬂﬂmmm&mutwhmﬁmtﬁ
From other mowntain cutposte miles in the d1etence could be seem sther flares,
It would go om 11 might.

"New 1t dDeginm,” Rinds seid quisily. "They vill move ayewsd us sli
night. Sometines we can spet & fov of them sad call 4n a strike. lver so often
-muuwnammmum-wwamm
mlwmmwozmm-mmumm‘

(more)
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Boouskey
nui tran

BAQ 6-6-6-6E-6mGmbm8,

"They would have & hell of u tiue taking this plaos," he ocontimed
after u fov awnllows of the oooling coffee, "It would take more than o batte)gon
to do it ana 14 wouldn't really be worth the trouble oxocept maydbe to says Pie

up here they wouldn't be uble to hold 4¢ - artillory would blest them right
Oof "

"These Hontagnirds,  Hinds 1laughed, "This purtioulay Yanch hue been

Of yeurs, another bunah w1l come dorn fron the mowntsine, oross the wlley
Bnd take timaw over thege positions,

"Unti) theneee.” He suiled and shaugped. "Mug Tren 1o their home snd
they will defena 1t with their lives 1f 44 over comes to that,”

4 strong wind nplnhcaminaumuth.mhmammminth.
sandbigged trenches enoivoling the orest put on their rubber ponohos, Lights
from the huts mthovunqvwnommim«nIanthomphenve it

wp for another aay,

(more)
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lostile eyes took & 1ust look &t the mowmtain thut contested their
contyol of the v:llay. Now just & solid husp ngainst the dari, mngry aky, it
dorinated their evexry move with explonive authority and they both heted tnd
vere nfyuid of it.

4 oolwm of Viet (ung foxoed tn oroes the villey only under the

cover of might silently ourwed Nui Tren aw they stusbled blindly through the
heavy yeine.

-~ U 8BO~
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INFORMATIONAL SERVICES OFFICE
1st Marine Vivision (¥ein), PI¥
FPO San Fransisco, California 96602
Helease No, 526=66 Uhu Lai Freas Center
By: Cpl Ira Taylor Tel. No. Devote 41

Operation

CHU Lal, Vietnam, Dece 19 -- A search and desiroy operation conducted
south of wsng Ngai Yity by slements of the Tth Marine Hegiment, lst Marine
Division, continues today with no heavy ocontaot with the enemy.

The operation that sturted December 12, has netted 17 VChIA, 4 VO wla,
4 VCC, 16 VC5 and 1 Vietnamese Hallier. The Ma rines have #ls0 oaptured 10
tons of rice, 6 weapons, and 60 pounds of ammonium nitrate.

The Les thernecks moved through valleys and covered hill slopes driving
the Viet wonr into the mountains where urtillery and Naval Gun Fire pounded
suspeoted stirungholds.

toemy oconta ot has consisted ~rimarily of sniper fire from the villages
and hamlets before the Harines swept through.

Marine oasualties wers desoribed as light,.

L . Lo o
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DEFORMATIONAL 8 RVIC:: OFFIC:
18t Marine Division (Rein), PO
PO San Francisco, “aliformia 96602

Releass No: 520-66 G Lai Press Centey
By: QySgt. James J. Ogeerine , Tel. Ho. Devote 41
Highs Axbush

CHU LAal, Vietnanm, Jec. 19 = The old moon was Wright and yretty to behold.
But elementes of the let En., 2nd ROK JMarine Corpes Drignde s-$ting wp & nigit
axbush 15 miles south of Chu Lal Deo. 17, preferred the added ssourity of darkness.

The night before two Viat Cong were seen to the fzont but the nuossait:
of nmaintai ning seavoosy prevented th patwol from firine.

Trhe sun was barely over the horison when sharp eyes spotted two Yietnumese
figures approaching frou o half-aile away.

A Xorenn Harine, scemingly appaving fron noviere, visidly suxprised the
Vietnanose, who weye later released when they no long:r tirsatened the patrol's
security.

Moving swviftly the petrol entored & halmes known to be syipathetie to the
VC. A seero: proved negative.

While moving to the next hanlet the phtrol was taken wver fire Wy VO
snipers 500 yards aware Latoer, one suspect was apprehendsd,

wWhile no snemy were killed, one thing waa cbvious, the VC had u deep

respeot for the R.K Marines and ran ¥ enover he appeared,

-30-
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LHpREaRIukal uniVICES GFYICK
1st Marine Uivision (Hein), FW/
FrU San Frenoisoo, California 96602

Release lio, 535-66 Chu Lul iveas Center
By: Cpl David Hines _ Tales Devote 41
vistnan first

CHU inI, Vietnum, Ve0. 20 = PT3 «illiam . Shaffer, 21 (ireseott,
Aris,), hos beconms the lst Buvy Jental Teohniciun to bde decorated for
heroisn while serving with Harine units in Vietoanm,

Shaffer was avarded the Havy Comm:miaticn Med..l Dec. 15 by Exigudier
Geperal Willium 4. dtiles, Commanding UYensrwl, Task Foroe A-Ray, lst Farine
Uivision, for his heroie sotions vhile merving vith Headquarters, Hth
Farine Keginent, during Upsretion Colorede in sugust.

buring the opexution the regiment «aa Woucht under intense hestile
mortar 4nd recoiless rifle fire. Ume of the tents 4ir the CF area was hit,
killing one Marire .nd vounding eleven cthars. .

Upen seeing the disuster, Shaffer rushed %o the tent, hraving ths heavy
inocoming fire, and began administering first aid. He went to the aid of a
&rmﬁthl@pmhohinhlloh.ltlﬂqﬁom t his hamd over it to
prevent suffication, and held 1t there until thmwyinmhd.

~ABN0 =
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INPU. TIONA L SRtV ICES GPFICE
18t “arine Jivision (Hein), FNF
FiA; Sen Franoisoo, California 96602
Helease Nar 535066 Chu el /ress “onter

Byt Qyugt Yames J. Cgperino Telt levote 41
Sante “Vlaue

AN R PRV i R e

CHU Lal, Vietnam, Yec 21 -~ What! You don't believe in Lanta Claus?
Seccval hondeeS

That's too bad beczuse 33 Harines and Ha vymen whose names appeared cn
1et Merine Vivieion Specinl uUrlers during the perio# Dec, 8-11, oun tell you
otherwisa,

snd they are only part of the handreds of personnel who will receive
spesoinl 30=-dsy leaves for extending their overseas tour. Thies does not include
personnel who have arrived recently and who way extend in the neur future,
They also &re eligible for the 30 days free leave.

The & pecial itriers also indica tea the est.meted cust of travel
to the gove naent, also part of the deal.

i brew.kdown of the 215 nsmes indicated the estimated cost of truv.l
renged from "none" to 31164, with the tab averaging out at $554.24.

Investigntion revealed that those whose names had “none' next to them
sre spending & leigurely holiday on Lkinawa, .

The high scorer with #1164 originally intended to spend his leave in
Geroany but har since chunged hls mind.

Those in the 3704 group are on the ssat cosste Two of these are Jfc

Moheel k. lsnniar, 20, and Cpl., Kenneth Ce Wood, 20,

EHore-
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Lgerdino
danniar, & josts L clerk with the VUivision soet Lffice at Chu iei,
pians tc spaad his 30 days at home with his pareats, Mr, and s, Andrev Lsith
of 975 Tinton Ave., Broax, N.Y. #e sxtended to ou$ sowam his clamoes of being
oriered to Vietnam {or a second tour of duty. Whem he retumms to the United
L tates he will have lewy than m yoar to do im the Co. s,
%ood, & troublo shooter with the 7th Commm.cation Bn., st Ferine
Divisdion, plans to surprise his parenta, Mr. fnd Mre. Methan C. Wood,
s lemgant i t., Bpping, M.H.
lis main pupose in extending was to save momey snd psrhapa later oa
buy A& car., iie hns friemds in Mds unit who are going to speni their 30 days
taking in the sighte of the exotic Far Last in such oities as Kuala iumpur
& nd Bangkoke
C.1. Xenneth J. rulincwsky, 19 (ilbdany, Ore.), Motor Transport, Fifth
‘grine “egiment, ist ‘larine -ivi.lon, 81s0 eleoted to sjend his leave in
Bangkok, He sx.ended bescause “1'1]l be in the United .tates the reat of my life,"
The mujority of thw 219 numes sclected at rendon are siready enjoying their
extension isuves. Jome will take leave in Jamuary, others sa lote as Nay or
June, But no uatter when, where ur why, one thin; is certain, they'll

Lhave & ball,.

«30=
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INFORMATIONAL SERVICE] OI"I'IG
1lst Marine Divisien (ms.n).
FPO San Prancisoce, (hlifornia 96602

Relemse Nor 537-66 Gm Iad Press Center
By: Ol Ire lox Tel Xo: Devote 41
medoxp

FOR IMM_DIATE M" BASE
CHU LAI, Vietnam, Deocs 2} == "Phese xre the people Who reslly need

medical trestmente We osn't do much for them out here becruse we don't have
the facilities, but at lesst they lmov ve want to help them."

These were the sentiments expressed Yy Lt. Jo J« Ryan, MG, U:Sl.
29, (Pottsville, M. ) s he emmined and treated villagers of Me Son hamlet,
& few miles southwest of Lnang Ngai CGity.

The "medonp” took place during avbresk in & battalion sized operetion
oonduoted by elements of the Tth Marine Regiment, lst Marine Division.

"Doctor Ryan” emd his staff of corpsmen set up & temporaxy Battnliom
Ald Station wherever the battalion set in. With the help of a Vietnanese
interpreter, the word was soon spread through the village. Minutes later the
villagers crme one Wy one to be treatede Agian through the interpreter, the
villagers related their ills to the corpsaen, wvho trented everything from
tropic uloers to & chronio kidney ailment.

“ast first they are almost reluctant to trust us,” Dr. Rvan said,
»Prat's where the interpreter comes in handy. He explaing vhat ve went
und vt ve're doing end almost immedistely they warm to use’

*4 'Phank You! is not necessarye You oan see it in their fucee."”
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INFOBMATIUNAL SERVICES OFFICE
1st Marine Division (Hein), PP
PPO San Franoisoo, California 96602

Release Ho. 546-66 Chu Lai iress Center
By: Sgt Mike MoCusker Teles Devate 41

keyser town

CHU LAX, Vietnum, Deo, 23 -- It rained the day fHeyser Town" held
its Christmas rarty.

The weather had besn bsautfil for four days, a weloome break in the
midet of the monsoons. Then it changed the very day it should have
been its olearvst.

S3gt. William F, Keyser grumbled at the ruinm, He had over & thousand
pounds of gifte domated by the people of his hometown, Weukegan, I1l., to
give to the people of the Tio Thay Village.

Keysuiy » ©ivil affuirs chief for the lst Tank Battalion, let lurine
Division, had worked with the villagers for several months. At first he
was distrusted and even laughed at. But Keyser was & man who just natusslly
liked people and his personality was infeatuous.

It wasn't long before he was the fuvorite son of the villagers.
He 414 many things for them. The greatest thing he did wus allow ther to
. muke their own deoicions. He knew that good intentions many times fell
short of their ,osl, cspecially if they were forocd upon the recipients.

He had planned a long time for this Fhristmas rarty.

Ho wrote & letter to & columnist who wroie for the Waukegan L4peT,
‘he Mews=un. his letter to Bernice Just, in her column "Just ubout
People™ was rejrinted in its entizety.

{moxe)
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It wvas an inpa;;ton-d plea to hely less fortunate peorle in a land
torn by war and poverty. -

Keysor usked for olothes, medioines and toys for the ohildren. The
response was immediate and overvhelming.

The whole oity of Waukegun got into the anot,

Lud by the Harirs Corps League detuchment there, of whioh Keyser was
a past president, aovorul{fﬁoivio orgunigations joined with handreds of looal
oitizens to send more tbﬁ’}n 1,000 pounds of alothing, tooth btrushes,
medioines, toys und candy to the villagera o;' Tioh Luy.

I'he project wus called "Upurution Keyser Town."”

Keyser's firut rvaction wus to goonvinos the villagers that the gifts
came not from him bdut from & whole oity ‘in & people=to-people progrum.

bnrything was ready on the nml.n; of Thursday, Dec. 22, the day
scheduled for the partye.

But it rained and Keyser was worried that it would spoil both the party
and dumage the gifts.

Jlowly ut first, the people gathered in the eaxrthen, trew shuded yard
of the villuge schooliicuse. They came from ull parts of thoy village,
a rambling oluster of hamlets spread cut over sand dunes and low hills.
Two of the hamlets were on the other sids of the gruy »n Tan Kiver,
but the people croesed in their flimsy boats.

The party went on as scheduled,

-
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The ohildren were lined up and played gumes for & while bafore they
were givem their candy and toys. Fresentations were made o loocal dignitaries
and the gifts were passed to people who were wearing their only set of

clothes.
Despite the veather, thers eculd mot have been & happier gathering.

Keyser wus the happiest of them all. The party he had worked so hard to make

a reality was a success.

He wished the people of Waukegun, 10,000 miles away, could be here %o
ses what they had made possible.

He owed it to all of them,

-’0—
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DIARWTIONAL SRVIMT OFFIS8
1st Jorine ivisisn (hein), PO
70 Sun Penclisen, dliferwia 96602

PROJEQ K:X3IER TOWN

2300P THRIC
Sirietans Jurty in the villzge of Tieh Thy

10 A. Mo, 22 Dace '66

1,369 1vs. of gifss donated Wy aitizens thosugh Mvine derge lcague of
vmakogn, Ill.

TIJ TAC MR WA TIM TAY

4 projacted rristems pexty for tlw ohiliven of Tieh Tuy, & tiny
anlet nenr 3 lal, ks snow-bnlled into & mnjer pesple-to-pacple spexetisn
for tha oitisans of Yuukegsn, I1l,

Axly in Ootobem, S3gte Villiam 7. Keyesw, the eivil affuire chief
for the lst Yarine Diviaton's 1lst Tank Bas, viote & lstter 10 Bernice Jwes,
colwmist for the Woutegan News-umy telling har Wt he plenned the perty
for the many friemie he hnd mde while woxicing wvith the 865 pewple of the
nlets

Beraice, in her colvam "Just dbout Fecple,” picked up the serge:at's
ples for “anyone wio would be villing %o help vith the prty,” «nd defoxe
long ¥eukegan bed made the predect & city-wide affair, devaml eivic
orgunizations volunteared to helpe

»
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A geiuate of Ykegan Townshipy Mgh sohool and & former commntant
of the larins ‘oxps Loague detnciment itheve, Keysery in his letter, suggested
that the lLengue might be willing %o cxganise the opsmtion.

Tenyy Cresperia, the yresent comeniant, exginised eollectism podnts.
The oitizens xre donating gifts and collecting elothing, madicel supplies,
tooth wxushss, tooth puate, nnd moap.

In ¥» beginning the drive vas snllsd “Opemtion Tiek Tack Yoe,”
Wut prits in m ionetowa boy ommmed th: wponesyw 40 ohenge the rmme %o “Froject
Keayner Town."

Kayssr soid S3at M 1is rwosiving steclmsof mail from indtvidusle
wmmmmmmmmmmwmtmum

emlete
i twplorl lettesr is one from k depsrtmwnt dtore clerk vie weote snd

t01d Kayser tint tiw enployees kud pedled their momay, bought uwaeold smmer
clothes und domsted them to "Operniion Keyser Towm."

Msolairing rny amdit for his honetown's enthusinem, Keyser suid,
"n'awumdmmmmmmuamaumor
Tich Tay."

lagt Muy vhen the lat Tank M Hoved nenxly, Koyser wme sssigned
mpmbihiuvforﬂimin‘ﬁnmlohﬂndhoprwot
Vietnsm snd tuming thes into friemis of the Marines.

(moye)
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He occordinated the civio action peagren of the rttslion in Pich Twy |
digeing five vells, providing metionl e1d, comstzucting amd improving five wrouds, |

'

and crerting of well Wminesses to bolster the ecomomy of the wmlet. |
lie sxvanged for movies ahoe n vesk, & teinlly mew experisnce for thwe |
villuguree
One night, Keyeer s=id, txres Viet Gong gumxrillas in the hanlet
decided to gn cut nad round up more Viet Gng %o sadush the villagere vwhile

wuwmmmmusum.uwmum
Yhen the guerrillas areyt to thw other xide 6f Uw river, they got ;
interested in the movie snd eit dova to wateh 16, They svidently likeed it
80 much they failed to ouwry out the atindk, he mid.
Kayser and members of the tank buttalion sxe typionl of the lurimes
tn the Gwm sl 'nd Du Sang ures who sxe wvhming the war by winning the hearta

of the Vietmsmnoe.

st BByt g & n s R
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Helense No: 547-66 Chu Lail iress Venter
By: QySgt James J. Ogyerimo Tel:s devote 41
Xans Fa ty

o DiiiwlaTe Kol

CHU a1, Vi-tnem, Veo 24 == Vietnamese adults had ss good a time as the
children during the Christmas party held by Marines of the 1st Bn., Fifth
Marine Segiment, 18t Marine Vivisiom ot Ky Chanh market .lace Deo, 22.

yrior to the official opeming of the pu’ty,’ attended by some 20U Vietnamese,
Mguyen Huy Chuomg, hamlet chief, explained why ameriocans oelebrate Christmas,.
Mo then imtroduced the guest of homor, Mej. reter L. Hilgartner, 1st
Battalion co.namfing officer, who wished the villagers a Merry Christmas.

The major them presented gifta to village and hamlet ohiefs at the jarty.

Next sn all-girl choiw from Liem tho (1) sang Vietmame:so songs. They
werc accompanied on the orgam by their tutor, Lt. Anthomy E. Fathman,

26 (8t. louis, Mo,), 1st Hettalion surgeon.

Uther entertainment imcluded & Vietmame:e folk dance (kosi T™hu), by
six Vietnamese girls, & rendition of "When the baints Come M.rohing In"
by & female vooalist, & school boy chursl group, and movies.

4t the conclusion uf the party, durimg which their was plemty of
refreshments, the eluers gave gifts to the ohildrem.

The gifts, provided by Marines, were piled beneath a seven-foot
prefabricated tree sent to uSgt Hobert B. Fletaher, 32 (Sebastopol, Cal.),
administretion chief, H&8 Co., 1st Battelion, by his parents. &4lso spread out
bencsth the tiee were packages forwarded by commmity members of Somoma

Vailey, Calif.
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The party was made possible through the cooperation and coordinatiom
of Nguyen Huy Chuong, Ky Chanh hamlet ohief, and Capt. Gary L. Guertner,

26 (Denver, Col.), 16t Battalion olvil affairs officer.
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INFOMATIUR L o RVIC.o OPFLCE
1st Marine Vivision (Rein), MWF
FIO San ¥ranciseo, “ulifornis 96602

Belease Noi1 549-66
Change of Command
Byl Upl e As Hines

vilU 1.aly Victnam, Vge 25 -~ LtCol, Jeum £. Esslinger assumed command

of the 3rd Bn., Fifth Marine fegiment, 1st “arine Division, Dec. 23,

He repluced Maj. James 7. ilkins, who has been designated commanding officer

of the 1st Motor iransdyrt Bn., 1st Marime Division.
Frior to assuming his present command, Colghel =sslinger was

ixecutive Officer of the ~eventh Harine %egiment.

-50—

Heloume Nop 550-66
Change of Command
Byi Cpr s a4, Hines

CHU L.I, Vietnum, UVeo. 25 -~ Maj. James . nlkins nssumed command
of the 1st Motor Transport 3n,, st Marine Division Deo. 23.
He replaced LtCol, Ruasell i. Johmson, who has baen redssizned as

rxeoutive Ufficer of the “eventh Marine iegiment, ist lurine Division.
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1st Marine Divisiom (Heim), FMF
FPO San irancisoo, Ca lifermia 96602
tearson Chu Lai Freas Center

~elease Nos 552066 Tel: Devote 41
Byt GySst James J. Op erimo

CRU LAI, Vietnam, Ve0s 26 == Lt, Yaul W. Fearsom, CHC, WM, was
awarded & Navy Commendation Medal for heroie ueluov‘aut during Uperation
wyoning, ~ug. 10.

LtCel, John J. RootBeff, cemmanding offio r, 24 Hm., Seveath Marins
hegiment, 1st Marinc Division, made the pre:antation.

Chaplain Pesrson's citatiom reads in part..."'While serving as Battalion
Chaplain with th Second Pttaliem, Fifth Marimes....a patrol eatered am
uknown nine field and trisz-ered « mime, In the resulting explosiem eight
Higrines wore seriocusly wounded. VWith oemplste disregard for his own safety,
Lieut nunt Pearson umhesitatingly moved into the hasardous ara and
started administering firet aid until Navy Cerpsmem arrived on the soene."

A 1956 gradus e of MoKendrec College, Lsbanem, Ill,, Chaplain rFeurson
attended the Garrett Graduate School of Theelegy, kwanstom, Ill.

Un graduating from the semimary im 1960, he bacare the pa stor of
the -.athodist Church in New Berlinm, wis.

He ente:ed the Navy as a ohaplaim in Maroh of 1962.

ince his arrival in Vietnam in December of 1965, the 36-year-old
chaplain has served as « battalion chaplainm with the 2mnd Ha., Fifth
Marine Hegiment; the .nd Ba., Jeventh Marine Hegiment, and with Force

Logistic Supply Grpup - B,
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og erine

The chauplain‘s other medals and deocratioms inolude o Purple Heart
Medal for wounds sustaimed during Uperation wyoming.

The som of Yr. and Mrs. Thomss Pearson, 115 slmvood, West Frankfort,
Ill., he 15 the husband of the ferrer Marylim . Pox. The couple live

at 136 Cirole ar., Herrin, Ill.

s U NUC.3  written by request fors Methodisy Commimsion om Chaplains
3900 <isoonsin Ave., N.w.
washington, DsC. 20016
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THPORMATIOHAL MVI?F-B OgFIC ¢
lst Marine Divieion (Rein), MF
FPO San Frinoisco, California 96602
Relesss Ne. 595366 Chu Lai Press Centor
Bys 2nd Lt. C. B. Tyler Tel. No. Devote 41

FPhoned into CIB Dec. 279

operation continues ‘i

CH® LAI, Vietnam, Dec. 27 =- Mve hours after the Christams truce ended,
elemonts of the Tth Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division ocontimued a s aroch
and destroy opsration 27 miles south of the Chu Lal combat dase.

4 Mar ne reconnaigsance team spotted an estimated 200 well equipped Viet
Congs Artillery, naval gunfire and HU~1E (Huey) gunshipe from the lst larine
AMlroraft Wing were called in to fire on the VG,

At dusk, a company of Leathormecks were lifted into tho area. The Marines
killed 15 oVC vhile sweeping th: narrov valley at the foot of a large mountein
range five milcs inland from the ooast.

They oontinued tieir sw-ep after dark wvhile s flare ship and artillexy
kept the Viet Cong territory well 1it wvith {lluwsination rounds. ‘

LOpl. Patriok J. Uoooh, 20 (Salinas, Kan.), & fire tesm looder with the
assault oompany said, "I spotted two VC in a trenohline ard I opcned fire,
killing both. "

At almost the same time, LOpl. George T. Rdwards, 19 (Los Angeles, Calif.)
sav two wore well armed Viet Cong. He killed them vith grenades.

LCpl. Henry 4. Rios, 21 (Woodland, Calif.), accounted for three more
of the eneny.

By this time the Viet Cong werw retuming heavy fire with smell arms

and grenades.

(more)
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Artillery accounted for two more VU killed and two wounded. Huey gunshipe

killed two VC, bringing the tetal %o 19.

The total since the beginning of the eperetion that started Deo, 12, 1is
64 VC killed, 23 wounded, and 10 captured. In addition, 19 VC suspects were
apprehended and one rellier turned himself in. Ten weapons, 17 tona of. rioce,

numerous documents, grenades and equipment were also ocaptured.

There were no Marine casualties during thie action. Marine casualties

since the bagknning of the operation nave been very light.

- 30 -
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