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Landing Force; CARIB 5-65 

% FPO New York, N. Y. 09501 
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21 Har 1966 

"':I" J.UI __ !!L~ sac FILEs HMM-rS2 

Commander LOG NUMBER tif-u _ .. 
Commanding General, Second Marine Aircraft Wing, FMF. ,JI ttJ#';;Z C '7 

Fran: 
To: 

Commanding General, Second Marille Division, FMF 7' 8 7 

Subj: Command Chronology 

Ret: (a) MeO 5750.2 
(b) NGO 5750~1 
(0) DIVO 5750 .. 1 

Ene1: (1) Organizational Data 
(2) Sequence of Events 

1. In accordan~e with references (a) through (c); a composite Command 
COlIJhlB.n:i Chronology is submitted for Landing Force, CARIB.. 5-6'_ 

Copy to: 
co !-IAG-26 MeAF NR JAX N C (2) 
CO SthMar 2dMarDiv FMF (2) 
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1.. ~simat.:1.2.r~I"].~£~j.iO!!.~.: Tas:: ar~up. 45".9 (1.#5.5), compo3e'~' of Battalion 
Landmg Team. 3/8 and Np.rL.e MerJ.: .. llm rtsb.:;opter Sq.:..5.dron l62 i.Rej ... l1.f"ol·ced) 
comprised tho Landing F'o:-ce o!~ '"..he Ceribbea."'l iloady Group for CARIB 5-65. 
TG 45<.9 (1.5.5) waa act:i.Jrc3.4;cd for r\i.an.11ing and opE-r&.tions at Camp Lejeune/ 
MCAF New R.iVer during tho PQriod 1 Oct'lber 1965 •• 30 llovember 1965. From 
30 November 1965 until 9 March 1966;1 10 4.5Q9 (L.5 .. 5) ua.s 1ocatt.)d doboard 
sb.l.pping of P.1JBRON 12 with t'tlO reriods a.shOl·e a.t Viequos, P. R. of 
appro:xil1'latley .3 ""reeks duration each .. 

. . . . . 

3 $ COID..1'JEl.m.:L:g ... Ofl i~~e:L: '" S:;;..?:..t~!)t1_~:;.nr:j . .w.~._~jbo.r§ina.~ 

SO TG :"':.,9 ul.ndjr.g Force 
COIlmI3..t.'1.der 

Deputy Landing 
Forc8 CO;l\!I~8.nder 

Ch:i.sf of staff 
5-·1 

ID-lM-162 
(REn~) 

5-.3 
8-·4 

\ l,<,::.r.1W:in g 
Officer 

Exeoutive 
Officer 

5-1 

8-2 

S-3 

S-4 

5th P.l.a t, 2d 
ForRecon Co 

Vet, VMO-l 

L teol J" E" F~~Rl' (GO I~~I-162 (REW» 

LtCol R. It, LtiCY (co BLT 3/0) 

r-Iaj D, Me WIlSON (XO, H~···;J.62 (REIN» 
Capt R., Gj V':"S.3 (;: .... ]. fHiJ!h!.62 (RE:rN» 
lOr:t-bDecb) 
C~}'lt We ~f .. {)ffi£. (S·~l HMM-162 (REn.T) 
6De~65-91{a.r66 
lst.Lt J. T, ~Di.5'S (5-2 tlliJM...162 (REIN)' 
lOct65-.JDe::65 
1stLt N. A" HUEBSCH (S-2 BI.T J/8) 
JDec65-9Ma!'66 
M~j R~ 1. ZUEFU .. (5-3 BLT 3/8) 
Capt R. M. TAYLOR (5-4 BLT J/8) 

LtCo1 J. E. PERRY 

l-!aj D. M~ WIT-8ON 

Capt R. G. VASS lOct-6Deo65 
Ce.pt W .. w. OGLE 6Dec65-9Mar66 
lstLt Jo To ADM~ 10ct-3Dec65 
lstLt lfo Wo ROGERS 3Dec65-15Feb66 
CB.pt. J.. Do SHOAFF 15lgeb-9Mar66 
('a.pt J ~ Do BA.LnnrGEFt lOct-3Dec65 
H~.,j ~~o J" L\\\TGtEY 3Dee65-9Mar66 
Ca.pt ,T" D. SHOAFf 10ct65-15Feb66 
1stLt n.. N, HYAN 15?oh..,9Ma.r66 
lstLt h ~ D) FO'NERS 

Capt :r .. vi, no B.t\Yt~ (RM) 
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1 ;:;tLt. N.. A ~ F !.TE:B3CH 
F3..i 3 .. } L." ZEU}UI 
Capt R" M" TAYIDR 
Capt, Go JI. 0 J'(ifu~SON 

Capt R.~ Wo S1,.I7IGART ! CCI!l.pan;v 
K Company G 2.pt. ~f. S,' j!!A.F.SH :t.Oct-Jl4:ar66 
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C 2d RecoJ i Bn 
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C 2d E:13!" Bn 
3d p.~~t (Rein) Co 

A AT Bll 
2d Plat (-) Co A 
8th iliT B:r. 

3d ?lat (Rein) Co 
A 2d Tank Bn 

2d Plat (Rein) Co 
B AM'illAC B:r~ 
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CONFIDENTIAL SEQUENCE OF BVENTS 

1 Oct TO 4505 Activated for planning. CTO 45.5 reported to COMPHIBRON ... 12 
for planning. 
CO, HMM-l62 (Hein) reported to CO, PROVMAG-60 for contingency 
planning. 
CO, BLT 3/8 re~~ted to CTO 45.5 for planning and to CO, Eight 
M~rino for contingencYplanning. 
Initial planning conference with COMPHrBRON-12 hold at Naval 
AmphibioUS Base, Little Creek, resulting in a tentative schedule 
of events and proposod itinerary. 

7 Oct Received COMPHIBRON-12 (eTG 44.5) Planning Directive. 

Z2 Oct CTG 45.5 Landing Plans for CARIB 5-65 submitted t.o COMf'HIBRON-12 .. 

1 Nov CTG 45.5 a.nd key porsonnel cepartedfor liaison visit to Caribbean. 

5 Nov CTG 45.5 OPlAN 1-65 promulgated. The arUN was designed as a 
standard plan, applicable to a wide scope of contingency responses 
and oxercises with only minor modi.fication. 

mov CTG 45.5 and party returned to CONUS. 

15 Nov TG 45.5 activated for operations. 

22 Nov Commenced loading initia.l elements of TG 45.5 at Norfolk. 

24 Nov 

CARIB 5-65 pre-sail conferenCE) conducted a.t tittle Creek to resolve 
final detailed planning. 

CO, HMM-162 ~d CO, BLT 3/B attemded pre-sail conference at Little 
Creek for PHIsASWEX/MEBLEX 2-65. 

)0 Nov Embarkation of TG 45.5 commenced at Morehe.a.d City, N. C., and 
Onslow Beach. 24 UH-34D's and two UH-lE's of HMM-162 flew a 
total of 102 hours, lifting B4.3 personnel and 83,200 pounds 
of cargo and equipmont. Six CH-46A helicopters provided by 
~\G-26 augmented the squadron embarkation effort. BLT 3/8 
choppedOPCON to the 4th MEE. 

1 Dec The fH~~WEXl-65/MEBLEX 2-65 Task Force with elements of TG 45.5 
embarked departed CONUS. 

4 Dec HMM-162 chopped 01'CON to PROM0-80. 

5 Dec HMM-162 transferred 18,,200 pounds of equipment and 516 troops 
of a. rifle company ~nd Hedaqua.rters Company element of RLT 1/2 
from U. S. S. Guadancanal to U. S. S. Francia Marion. 
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7 Dec A rehearsal landing for MEBIEX 2-65 was conducted at Orange Beach 
on the western end of Vieques. 

a Dec D-Day for MEBIEX 2-65, an assault landing conducted on Vieques 
by the Fourth MEB. 'BLT 3/8 was exorcised as a completely helo 
borne assault force, and HMM-162 as a subordinate unit of 
PROVMAG-80 in a support role. 

9 Dec BLT 3/8 and BLT 1/2 (The surface landed BLT) effected link up • 

. ilO'Dec Following re-tasking of BLT forces, atta.ck continued with BLTls 
! abreast. 

II Dec MEBLEX 2-65 concluded with an abbreviated FIREX. viewed by all 
hands of TG 45.5. Admin offload conpleted to Camp Garcia, Vieques, 
The squadron provided 234 hours of flight t:ime for MEBIEX 2-65, 
transporting 1,051 troops and 324,915 pounds of cargo and eqUipment 
in support of the Landing Force. BLT 3/8 and HMM-162 chopped 
OllCON" to CTG h5.5 who relieved CARTI3 h-65 and the CARIB Ready 
Landing Forco, assuming the designator 45.9. Upon completion of 
the deba.rkation and movement to Cn.r.lP Garcia, TG 45.9 chorTled 
oreON to eG, 2dMAW, for a period of training ashore. Company L 
of BLT 3/8, which had participa.ted in MEIDLEX 2-65, embarked aboard 
USS Francis M<~ri!Jn for transit to Guantanamo Ba.y, Cuba. 

13 Dec Oompa.ny L of BLT 3/8 chopped . ,'~"C(,N to CO, Marine> Barracks, 
Guantanamo Ba.y, and assumed it~; duties as pat't of the Guanta.namo 
Bay Defenso Force. CTG 45.9 and CO, BLT 3/8, in company with 
CTG 44. 9 ~ ca.llod on COMCARIDSEAFR0N and ernTEN' a.t the NaV'~l 
Sta.tion, Snn J ~n, Puortc nico. 

" 
17 Dec Liberty parti8s embarked aboard USB GUAM and UBS SUFFOLK ~(,UNTY . 

for St Thomas and St. Croix to return ~n 20 Decer.lber 1965, 

20 Dec CLF h5.9 and CO, BLT 3/8 mane official call on local Vieques 
officials. 

24 Dec eLF presented a tape recorder, purchased with donations by LF 
personnel, to Isabel Segunda. School. 

25 Dec "Staff NOC IS sponEfJ red party for Vieques orphans • 
. -. 

26 Dec Body of PFe Martin Luther PERI~Y, membor· ,of- Shore Party Platoon 
recovered from San Antonio Canal, San Juan, while on liberty. 
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30 Dec 

3 Jan 
4 Jan 

6 Jan 

a Jan 

9 Jan 

10 Jan 

12 Jan 

13 Ja.n 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
C0 1 BLT 3/a conducted inspection of all major items of equipment. 
eLF and CO, DLT 3/8 attended conference with eTG 44.9 concerning 
chanp,es to Guantana.mo Bay visit schedule. 
Preparation and Staging for reembarkation, 
IAnd:ing Force reembarkation 00 hh.9 shipping under simulated 
emergency recall conditions, and proceeded to San Juan. Squardon 
flew al hours, lifted 613 troops and 270,750 pounds of cargo and 
equipmentn 

Departed San J~an. 

Completed 4,OOOth landing aboard USS GUAM. 

CLF with selected Landing Force officers and NCO I S embarked aboard 
USS SPIEGEL GROVE for transit to Guantanruno Bay for orientation. 
Guantana.mo Ba.y orientation cancelled, personnel returned to 
respective ships. USS SrIFJGEL GR0VE continued to Guantanamo Bay. 

co, Eir}l.th Marines and party vi.sitod Landing Force.. Departed 11th. 

Company L embarked aboard USS SPIEGEl, GRnVE at Guantanamo; chopped 
OFCC'N to BLT 3/8, 

Company L personnel transferred to U5S GUAM by b~~t. 

14 Jan Enroute libert,y ports.· Company L cargo and equipment transferred to 
USS GUAM by helicopter. 25 f11.ght hours, 25,100 :pounds external 

..• lifts. 

15 Jan Port ca.ll: USS GUAH and USS YANCEY - Bridp:etown, Barbados 
USS SPIEGEL GIUWE •• l-l:artinique 
USS SUFFOLK cnUNTY .. Hoosevelt Roads 

1 (; ,J~n USS GUAM o~n house including sta.tic display of weapons and aircraft. 

17 Jan Official visit by Governor of Barbados. 

18 Jan l'istol and Golf matches with Navy and civilia.n teams at Barbados. 

19 Jan Departed liberty ports) enroute Vieques to conduct "Exercise Gaucho", 
an exercise dosigned to test the CARIB 5-65 contingency planning, 
and exercise the Landing Force carability to command and control urlits 
operating independently in a situation requiring controlled application 
of force, and strict fire disciol:ine. A voint Control Group was 
established to create a. simulated intelligence input which would elicit 
a realistic planning ev-'lution by the TF a.nd IF stl1..f f.EU. r-I' 

uII~;i A.~;<IU':~~p 
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21 Jan Conmencoment of "Ga.ucho" oporations. Evacuation of U. S. and 
friondly foreign nationals frDm three widely soparated a.reas.· 
Commenood MCLFDC test of "Mil Packet nations by Companies I, K, 
a.nd M. Each recGived one, bo and three rations per day 
respectively. En.ch ration contains 1,200 caloriest> Tost was 
conducted for seven day period with supplements pr0hibited. 

22 Jan 'Overnirht deterioration of exorcise situation required reouc~d) 
visibility landings followed by successive helicopter landings, 
culminating in a ootll'dinated BL'l' I.tttack. Communications were 
effected over a 27,000 meter distance using AN/rne ,10 relay emrlacod 
atop a mountain by helicopter. Landing forco helic0pters flew a' 
total of 153 flight hou's, lift:ing a total of 913 troops and 310,750 
pounds of cargo and equipment. 

23 Jan Terminated IIExercisG Gaucho"o lilnding Force Headquarters moved 
into garrison at Camp Garcia for normal training~ Squadron 
completed night emergency evacuati0n of Camp Garcia Marine 
8uffering from Anaphylactoid Shock to Roosevelt Roads. 

28 Jan CTG 4409 visited CTG 4509 at Vieques and observed live fire, 
tank/infantry training and UDT paradrops. 

29 Jan Termination of "W I Ration test. Interim Landing Force assesment 
was that ration was adequate antI that two per day were sufficient, 
No ill offects or significant WGifPt loss was observed~ Battery C, 
1st Battalion, 10th Marinos chopped lOth Marinos for r'ITIEX-66. 
HMM-162, LF TACP and SFCP were taskf'Jd to support ~onduct of FIREX:-66. 
period 29 Jan - 10 Feb o Recon of solocted areas of Puerto Rico was 
conductvd for potential training sites in coormination with CO, 
Marino Barracks, San Juan. 

2 Fob CTG 4509 and party of 50 officers and staff NCO's departed by 
VMGR ... 252 C-l30 to Guantanamo Bay for orienta.tion" 

3 Feb CARIB Ready Group placed on 36 hour reMt.i nntime in response to 
developments in Dominican Republic. CTG 45.9 and party returned 
from Guantana.mo Day. 

4 Feb Training reduced in scope, and Battery C '\\r:tthdrawn from FTItn-66 
to increase readiness for roembarkatlrm. eLF a.nd eli, BLT 3[8 
conferrod with erG l~4.9 concGrning contifency rcembarkatirm" 
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"I Fob CG, S6cond }t:.1Xine Division Ilnd po.rty arrived to observe p1:rRlmC_66. 

G Feb l!G, IlJ.;IFLan1', and p:l1"ty M"dvGd to observe F:m.I«-66. 

) rob CLF and C:0 1 m:r '3/B cnnducted briefinr,s and dornostra'i:,i')l1s for 
CO, FJv1:F'J~llt and CG, Sucr1nd M'lrtne Divisirm and parties" HMM-162 
conctu',:tcd onorg0ncy ~.;ldiclll cvacuntlon ·to Roosevelt Roc-.ds of oight 
:,{co.l:' old girl injurcrt in auto accident. 

)0 r'£:h BLT 3/8 and elem0nts of HMN-162 attended Fmr~-66 demonstrlltion. 

11 Ft/o CG, li'HFLant and CO, Second Mal:'ino Division depal:'ted. 

l!.!. Feb TG h5.9 reombal:'knd to TG 44.9 shipping and cboppcd-C'l'G 44.90 
VLdt by CO~ Eir;ht lfurines. Hl<1M-161 fl(;\'f BO hOU!"5, lifted 
B99 troops and 306.~ 900 pounds of careo in acc()mplishinp: the 
rjackloa.d • 

16 F<:.b Caribb0an Heady Force r.llaced on 24 hour ree.ction t:trlkl for the 
Dtl'ain~dn Ropublic and c~~,rccterl to prcceed i.l.t best speed tc t.ho 
vicinity of Santo fuminl3(). Scheduled Pe.n[~a. jungle trai. ning 
1'v'~\S cJ.ncolled. 

1'; F"b j,r:'."iwd off Sane0 lloming<) and .'?"SS·X11ed :hnmediate read:iness pOGt'UI'e 
for 0p::,rat!ons as d.t.:i.'ect0d~ 

2l:. Fob BL'l' ')/B notified by OG, Secrmr\ l-f<lr::ir,,: D~.i'if.l()n thdt 569 rtT 
pcrGo!mel, 00:£))01'1),1 fmct below, ~'TouJd he trr..nofor:!'Gd to \re;,.'WrAC 
during Apr:ll. Hithin fom' hours of n0tifioA.ti t"l.:, 325 Mr.l·~ .. n'-·6 
had v'.lllmteerod .. 

27 Feb Ro!:)umcd normal 72 hour rcadi.nc<;s l"'0SiiUl"~1 rno~lifi(ld to incluti.e 
[\antio Dominro and proceeded San ll:'1lUh 

1~ M,.r Doparted San Ju~~n .. 

7 Hr:r Arriv&d 25~' North L(l.tjtuno and relicvt:.:d as Landing Force, CARJP 
Ready Group, HCi'l.ss"Ul1l(d Task Jklsignator 'I'G 45.~. 

9 N;:.:r r:Jl)i1l"~(0d ;c,J.j:"r clements of TG 4505 at OnslO1'f Bench and Mcrohpad 
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