: ins Corpd
sryod by the Direster of e th e
Declasd
Histery end
vistens of

v
Sigan

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS -
00D DIR 5200.10

*

DECLASSIFTED

<
3

o T g

AATIRE L "'*.t..,:‘,

P ‘,'-”.. e T




DECLASSIFIED

ERRE e <t R B P v Tl e

HEADUQRTERS }

Landing Force, CARIB 5-65
% FPO New York, N. Y. 09501

! Sme

s-1 /pwa
, 5750
- UNCLASSIFIED | Al Har 1966
N S&C FILES HMm.162
Fram: Commander Lo NUMBERM-C;
To: Commanding General, Second Marine Aircraft Wing, FMF 4 7
Commanding General, Second Marine Division, FMF ' f 7
Subj: Command Chronoloegy
"Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2 N ~
(b) WGO 5750,1 N
(¢) DIVO 5750.1 Ao
Bncl: (1) Organizational Data : §E§§>
. (2) Sequence of Events l
Y
1. In accordance with references (a) through (c); a composite Command )
Command Chronclogy is submitted for Landing Force, CARIB 5765'. 9
. . ) -~ Q\\s
’ Q J/E,///, ’ ) R
] AL E o
‘/ E. Y

Copy to:
CO MAG-26 MCAF NR JAX N C (2)
CO 8thMar 2dMarDiv FMF (2)
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FiRe ASSIEN! ORGANTZAT TONATL DATA

le Designation/locations: Tesk (roup 5.9 (45.5), composzed of Battalion
Landing Team 3/8 and Marine Medium Hslicopter Squsdron 162 {Reinforced)
comprised the Landing Force of the Caribbean Hoady Group for CARIB 5-65.
TG 45.9 (45.5) was activated for pianning and opsralions at Camp Lejeune/
MCAF New River during the paeriod 1 October 1965 -« 30 November 1965, From
30 November 1965 until 9 March 1965, 1G 45,9 (L5.5) was located aboard
ehipping of PHIERON 12 with two periods ashore st Vieques, Py R. of
approximatliey 3 wesks duratiocn each,

2. Poriod Covereds I October 1965 to 10 March 1966 .

3, Gommendiny Dfticer. Sieff and prineipal subordinates:

a0 TG 45,9 Lendirg Fores Ltlol J, E. FERRY {¢O #MM-162 (REIN))
Commander

~ Deputy Landing  LtCol R. M. LUCY {CO BLT 2/3)

Force Comnender

Chief of Staif  ¥aj D, M. WILSON (%0, 1IMM--162 (REIN))

SH] b Sk % Yy

S~1 Capt E, %, VASS {g«l HMM-142 (RETN))
1Gat~Edecds
Cept W. W, OGLE (S-1 HMM-142 (REIV)
€Decb5~Mardéd
52 lstlt J. T, ADAGS (S5~2 HMM-162 (REIN)
1Cctb5-3De =85 )
1stIt N, A. HUEBSCH (S-2 BIT 3/8) ~
5DecbH5--9Marlb
5-~3 Mej R, L, ZUERN (S-3 BLT 3/8)
S~4 Capt R. M. TAYLOR (S-4 BIT 3/8)
“be HMM-162 QeiinnAnding {tCol J. E. FPRRRY
(REIN) Officer
Executive Maj D. M. WILSCN
Officer
S-1 Capt Re G. VASS )Oct-6Decb5
Capt W. We OGLE 6Dec65-9Marbb
8-2 1stLt J. T, ADAMS 10ct-3Decb5

lstlt Ho Wo RCGERS 3Dect5-15Febbb
Capt Jo. Do SHOAFF 15Beb-9Marté

s-3 Caph J. Do BALDINGER 10ct—3Decé5
He] ¥, Jo LANGIEY 3Decé5~Marbb

S—4 Capt J, Ds SHOAFF 10cté5~15Febbb
1stLt R, N, NYAN 15Foh-9Maréb

5th Plat, 24 lstlt ¥, D, POWERS

ForRecon Co

Det, VMO-1 Capt Ia ’V';, I'Io B.’l:ﬁ\.T (RM)

1
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UNQUSW BIT 3.8 Commanding 1:Col. R. M. LUCY

Officer

Erecutive M=J 54 Sa Ga TURNER

O cer

g3 lstis Ra C 00X

S5en2 ]s‘uLt Na A. BUESECH

§-3 Haj R, L. ZECRM

Se-ly Capt R, M. TAYIOR

H&5Co Capt G. A. JUHNSON

T Ccmpany Cart R, W. SWIGART

X Company Cept W, S. MARSH idct-1Marbb
1lstLt A, F,— MG NAMARA

L Company Cant B. C. OOFE

M Company Cart Mo Ga PRt

Btzy ¢ (Rein) Capt Ho M. MRANS

istEn 10thiar

erS-?.t {Rein) Co 1stii €, H, HAJL

2d Recoun Bn

3¢ Plat Pedin) CGo latib W. R, ACRRR
C 2a FEnzr Bn

3d Fiat (Rein) Co lstlt G, i, PLRXFL
A AT Bn

2d Piab (-} Co A Lghvit A. G. GASICR
8th MT Bn

3d Plat (Rein) Co 1stLt %, J. KI.IND
A 2d Tank Bn

2d Plat (Rein) Co istli E, W, HINSOH
B AMTIAC Br

1st Piat (Bein) Co 1stlt L. £, CORNWETL
A 2d SP Ba

C‘l

L, Average Monthly Streacgthe

HMM-162
MARTINE NAVY
OFF NI CFp AL
Dec Sk 9 1 2
dan 54 195 T 2
Feb 57 i i 2
Mar 57 182 i 2

1 British Marine Officer
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CONFIDENTIAL SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
1 Oct TG 45,5 Activated for planning. CTG 45.5 reported to COMPHIBRON-12

7 Oct
2 Qct
1l Nov

5 Nov

T¥Nov

15 Nov

22 Nov

2l Nov

30 Nov

1 Dec

L Dec

5 Dec

for planning.

CO, HMM-162 (Rein) reported to €O, PROVMAG-60 for contingency
planning,

CO, BLT 3/8 repodted to CTG 4545 for planning and to CO, Eight
Marine for contingencyplanning,

Initial planning conference with COMPHI' RRON-12 hold at Naval
Amphibious Base, Little Creek, resulting in a tentative schedule
of events and proposed itinerary.

Received COMPHIBRON-12 (CTG 4k4,5) Flanning Directive, _
CTG 45.5 Landing Flans for CARIB 5-65 submitted to COMPHIBRON-12
CTIG 4545 and key persennel épaTtedfor liaison visit to Caribbean.
CTG 45,5 OPLAN 1-65 promulgated. The OPLAN was designed as a
standard plan, applicable to a wide scope of contingency responses
and exercises with only minor modification,

CTIG 45,5 and party returned to CONUS,

TG L5.5 activated for operations,

Commenced loading initial clements of TG 45,5 at Norfolk,

CARIB 5-65 pre-sail conference conducted at Little Creek to resolve
final detailed planning,

€O, HMM-162 and CO, BLT 3/8 attemded pre-sail conference at Little
Creek for PHYBASWEX/MEBLEX 2-65,

Embarkation of TG 45,5 commenced at Morehead City, N. C., and
Onslow Beach, 24 UH-34D's and two UH-1E's of HMM-162 flew a
total of 102 hours, l1ifting 843 personnel and 83,200 pounds
of cargo and equipment. Six CH-~46A helicopters provided by
MAG-26 augmented the squadron embarkation effort. BLT 3/8
chopped OPCON to the 4th MEB.

The FHIZABWEX 1-65/MEBLEX 2-65 Task Force with elements of TG 45.5
embarked departed CONUS,

HMM~162 chopped OPCON to PROVMAG~80,
HMM~162 transferred 18,200 pounds of equipment and 516 troops

of a rifle company and Hedaquarters Company element of BLT 1/2
from U, S, S. Guadancanal to U, S. S. Francis Marion,

CONFIDENTTAL

1 TAB B to
ENCIOSURE (4)
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CONFIDENTTAL

7 Dec

8 Dec

9 Dec

l,%BO‘Dac

11 Dec

13 Dec

17 Dec
20 Dec
2L Dec

25 Dec

26 Dec

A rohearsal landing for MEBLEX 2-65 was conducted at Orange Beach
on the western end of Vieques.,

D~Day for MEBLEX 2-65, an assault landing conducted on Vieques
by the Fourth MEB, 'BLT 3/8 was exercised as a completely helo
borne assault force, and HMM-162 as a subordinate unit of
PROVMAG=80 in a support role,

BLT 3/8 and BLT 1/2 (The surface landed BLT) effected link up.

Following re~tasking of BLT forces, attack continued with BLT's
abreast.

MEBLEX 2-65 concluded with an abbreviated FIREX viewed by all
hands of TG 45.5. Admin offload conpleted to Camp Garcia, Vieques,
The squadron provided 234 hours of flight time for MEBLEX 2-65,
transporting 1,051 troops and 324,915 pounds of cargo and eguipment
in support of the Landing Force. BLT 3/8 and HMM~162 chopped
OPCON_ to CTG 45.5 who relieved CARIB 4~-65 and the CARIB Ready
Landing Forcc, assuming the designator 45.9., Upon completion of
the debarkation and movement to C,up Garcia, TG 45.9 chopred

OPCON to CG, 2dMAW, for a period of training ashore. Company L

of BLT 3/8, which had participated in MEBLEX 265, embarked aboard
USS Francis Merion for transit to Cuantansmo Ray, Cuba.

Company L of BLT 3/8 chopped ' ¢CCN to €O, Marine Barracks,
Guantanamo Bay, and assumed its duties as part of the Guantanamo
Bay Defense Force, CTG 45.9 and CO, ELT 3/8, in company with
CTG 44,9, called on COMCARIBSEAFRON and COMIEN at the Naval
Station, San J, 3n, Puerte Nico,

Liberty parties embarked aboard USS GUAM and Uss SUFFQLK QOUNTY'
for St Thomas and St. Croix to return tn 20 Dgcerber 1965,

CIF 45,9 and CO, BLT 3/€ made official call on local Vieques
officlals,

CLF presented a tape recorder, purchased with donatiens by LF -
personnel , to Isabel Segunda School.

“-Staff NOC!'s sponsored party for Vieques orphanse

Body of PFC Martin Luther PERLY, member..of Shore Party Flatoon
recovered from San Antonio Canal, San Juan, while on libertye

CONFIDENTIAL

TAB B to
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27 Dec  Conference aboard USS GUAM in preparabion for reembarkation,

30 Dec CC, BLT 3/8 conducted inspection of all major items of equipment ,
CLF and CO, BLT 3/8 attended conference with CTG 44,9 concerning
changes to Guantanamo Bay visit schedule,

3 Jan Preparation and Staging for reembarkation,

L Jan Landing Force reembarkation @G 4h.9 shipping under simulated
emergency recall conditicns, and procecded to San Juan. Squardon
flew 81 hours, lifted 613 troops and 270,750 pounds of cargo and
equipment.,

6 Jan Departed San Jﬁan.

8 Jan Completed 4,000th landing aboard USS GUAM.»

9 Jan CIF with selected lending Force officers and NCO's embarked aboard
USS SPIEGEL GROVE for transit to Guantanamo Bay for orientation.
Guantanamo Bay orientation cancelled, personnel returned to
respective ships. USS SPIEGEL GROVE continued to Guantanamo Bay.

10 Jan  CO, Eighth Marines and party visited Landing Foreceo. Departed 11th,

12 Jan Company L embarked aboard USS SPIEGEL GROVE at Guantanamoj chopped
OPCCN to BLT 3/8,

13 Jan Company L personnel transferred to USS GUAM by boat, )
14 Jan FEnroute liberty ports, Company L cargo and squipment transferred to ;
USS GUAM by helicopter, 25 flipht hours, 25,100 pounds external |
) lifts.
15 Jan Port call: USS GUAM and USS YANCEY - Bridgetowm, Barbados
USS BFIFGEL GROVE - Martinique
USS SUFFOLK COUNTY ~ Roosevelt Roads

1€ Jan  USS GUAM opsn house including static display of weapons and aircraft,

17 Jan Official visit by Governor of Barbados.
18 Jan  Pistol and Golf matches with Navy and civilian teams at Barbados.

19 Jan Departed liberty ports, enroute Vieques to conduct "Exercise Gaucho",

an exerclse designed to test the CARIB 5..65 contingency planning,
and exercise the Landing Force capability to command and control units
operating independently in & situation requiring controlled applicetion
of force, and strict fire discivline. A Joint Control Group was
established to create & similated intelligence input which would elicit
a realistic planning ev~lution by the TF and IF st

P ” Ui acewmen
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22 Jan

23 Jan

28 Jan

29 Jan

2 Feb

3 Feb

}, Feb

DECLASSIFIED

Comencement of "Gaucho" operations, Evacuation of U. Se and
friendly foreign nationals from thres widely saparated areass’
Commencod MCIFDC test of "M! Packet Rations by Companies I, X,
and M, Each received one, two and threc rations per day
respectively, BEach ration contains 1,200 calories, Test was
conducted for seven day period with supplements prohibited.

Overnicht deterioration of exercise situation required reduced’
visibility landings followed by successive helicopter landings,
culminating in a coordinated BLT attack, Communications were
effected over a 27,000 meter distance using AN/FRC 10 relay emplaced
atop a mountain by helicopter, Landing force helicopters flew a’
total of 153 flight hou s, 1ifting a total of 913 troops and 310,750
pounds of cargo and equipment.

Terminated "Exercise Gaucho", Ianding Force Hasdquarters moved
into garrison at Camp Garcia for normal training, Squadron
completed night emergency evacuatinon of Camp Garcia Marine
suffering from Anaphylactoid Shock to Roosevelt Roads,

CTG LL.9 visited CTIG 45.9 at Vieques and observed live fire,
tank/infantry training and UDT paradropse

Termination of "M" Ration test, Interim Landing Force agsesment

was that ration was adequate and that two per day were sufficient,
No 111 effeccts or significant weight loss was observed. Battery Cs
1st Battalion, 10th Marines chopped 10th Marines for FIREX-66,
HMM~162, IF TACP and SFCP were tasked to support sonduct of FIREX-664
period 29 Jan - 10 Feb, Recon of seclocted areas of Puerto Rico was
conductod for potential training sites in coordination with CO,
Marine Barracks, San Juan,

CTG 45,9 and party of 50 officers and staff NCO's departed by
TMGR-252 C=130 to Guantanamo Bay for orientation.

CARIB Ready Group placed on 36 hour reaction time in response to
developments in Dominican Republic. CTG 45.9 and party returned
from Guantanamo Bay,

Training reduced in scope, and Battery C withdrawn from FIREX~66

to increase rcadiness for reembarkations CLF and CC, BLT BZB
conferred with CTG 449 concerning contigency reembarkationg
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® T'eb
8 Feb

D

5 I'eb

1O Feh
11 Fub

14 Feb

14 ¥eb

i Fadb

2h Feb

9 Mo

10 Max

10 Mar

ORI 17

CG; Second Marine Division and party arrived to observe FIREX~66,
CG; FMFLant and party srrived to observe FIREX-56,

CLF arcl CO, BLT 3/8 conducted briefings and demostraiisns for

CG, FMFlant and CG, Szeond Marine Division and parties, HMM~162
condusted emergency nedical evacuation to Roosevelt Roads of eight
year old girl injured in auto accident,

BLT 3/8 and elemcnts of HMM=162 attended FIRTX=66 demonstration,
CG, FiffLant and GG, Second Marine Division departed.

TG 45,9 reembarked to TG 44.9 shipring and chopped CTG 44.9.
Visit by CO. Eignt Marines, HMM-162 flcw 80 hours, lifted
899 troops and 306,900 pounds of cargo in accomplishing the
tackload,

Caribbean Ready Force placed on 24 hour reaction time for ihe
Doraingctn Republic and directed to preeeed at best speed te tho
vicinity of Santo Domingo. Scheduled FPencma Jungle trai ning
wis cancelled,

Lrrived off Sante Domings and assured Jmmediate readiness posture
for opasrutions as direeted, '

BLT 3/8 notified by CG, Second Marine Division that 569 T'LT
persomel, ocoyperal snd below, would be transferred tn WESTPAC
during aApril, Within four hours of notificatin:, 325 Marincs
had volunteered,

Rusumed normal 72 hour readiness posturs, mo“ified to include
Santo Domingo and procseded San Jpan.

Departad San Jusn,

Arrived 25% North Latitude and relieved as Landing Force, CARTR
Ready Group, Reassiuaed Task Designator TG 45,5

Cobarked major clements of 1G 45.5 at Onslow Beach and Mprehead

0300
Doborked ramining clements arsd cquipment ot Horloll, Virginda,

Dessiivabod ng CARTN S-A5,
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