
 

_ s 

l 

DECLASSIFIED 

Contents 

Oper; tion .w,G2L IUL:...cn 10ft Oper<:.tion LEport. 1 Apr 1969. S&C 910 158 
(period 27 :?eb - 19 l:;ex 69) 

OperE tjon &j:J~K PULSLIT II };'OI:t Operr tien Le· ort. 22 .Apr 69. S&C 910 159 
(period 10-29 Lar 69) 

Oer·tion I.:i&:',:K rURSUIT III POFt Cperi tion Peport, 13 J.;a,y 69. !:.&C 910 665 
(period 16-26 i ... pr 69) 

Operation'DARING REBEL P1st Operation Report. 1 Jun 1969. S&C 915 475 
(period 30 Apr - 20 May 1969) 

OperatioQ GALLANT LEADER POEt Operation Report, 2 JUQ 1969. S&C 915 712 
(period 19-25 May 1969) 

Operation BOLD PURSUIT Post Operation 2.,ert, 22 Jul 1969. S&C 918 890 
(period 27 Jun - 6 Jul 1969) 

Operation MIGHTY PLAY Post Operation Report, 5 Aug 1969. S&C 918 803 
(period 5 - 20 Jul 1969) 

Operation DEFIANT STAND Post Operation Report, 9 Oct 1969. (C) 
(period 7 - 19 Sep 1969) 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

. ~., . 
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~ tlpLi..1 1.969 

From: Commander AmphlbloUS Reddy Group ALFA, LJ, S. SFVENTH Fleet 
To: Commander AmphibIoUS Force, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet 

Sub]: Operatlon FAGER PURSUIT POSL Operatl0n Report: forwarding 
ot IU) 

Ref: (al COMPHIRFORSEVENTHFLTjCTF 76 INST 3500.1C 
(bl JOlnt COf1FIRSTFLT/C0I1SF.VF:PTHFLT H1ST 3500.3/3500.8A 

Enel: (1) Task Organlzation 
(2) Inltlatlng Dlrective 
(3) Chronology of Events 
(4) Plannlng/Operations 
(5) Intell1gence 
(6) Medlcal/Loglstics 
(7) CommunICatIOns 
(8) PubllC Affalrs 
(91 Support1ng Arms 

llO) Lessons Learned \Omltted) 
(11 J ShIp-·to .. Shor e '10vement /1\mphlbIGUS nil J ec t1 ve Area 
(12) Dlstrlbut10n 

1. (C) Background. IntelLlgencc Hlch.cated to Commandl.ng General, 
Thlrd I1arlne AmphibiOUS Force leG, III HAF) that enemy strength 
was bUilding up ln the area west of Danang. Based on intorma­
tlon recelved from prlsoners captured, the unIts lnvolved in Lhe 
bUlldup were belleved to be the NVA 31st and 141st Regiments. 
CG, III HAF therefore requested ARG/SLF ALFA conduct an Amphltnous 
Assault Landlng on or about 1 March 1969 ln the vIClnlty of an 
area about 12 kilometers west of Danang. 

2. (C) Concept ot Opera~~_.:. To employ the Amphlbl.oUS Task F(H:ce 
~n an AmphlblOUS Assaul t BUPPOI ted bV Na va L Gun fl. r e r1Dd if required 
by close alr support. On D ml.nus one day .Land U'" LOS'H' hn\"lt:ze.r 
battery by 1,Iraterborne means to support the lClfldl.ng torce ashoJ~e. 

At L-Hou[ land the battallon by hellcopterborne means In selected 
Landlng Zones lLZ's) to flnd, fIX and destroy enemy forces. 

0. tllss10n. Commander l\mphlbloUS Task Force (CATF I conduct 
an amphlblousoperatlon aClcllnst VC/NVl\ forces 1n the Amphlbious 
ObJective ~rea (fIlA) In nuang ~am PXOVlnce of J Corps Tactlcal 
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Zone (ICTZ), or other 0rela~lon5 as agreed upon wlth CG, III 
MAF or hIS desIgna~cd reptesentatlve. 

b. ExecutIon. Operation EAGER PURSUIT was executed as a 
hellcOpterbornc landIng of four companLes, two each Simultaneously 
from USB DULUTB and llSS OKINAWA Wl th an L·-HOUR of 010645H Jl1arch 
1969. All scheduled and on-call hellcopterborne serlals had 
been landed by Ol~4jSH. 

11) Augmentatlon Forces. Dutlng Operatlon FAGER PURSUIT 
augmentatlon torces used were: 

;al AIrcraft: Two UH-IE (armed) and one UH-IF (unarmed) 
hellcopters were provlded by Commanchng Gene.l.ctl, First Harlne 
Alr Wlng lCG, FIRST MAW) on 1 March 1969. Two A4 aIrcraft for 
Close All Support (CAS) were also provlded but not used. 

(b) Naval GuntHe! USS OKLAHOMA CITY ICLG 5) sup­
ported the operatlon on 1 March. She flIed one on-call mlssion 
and no Harassment and InterdictIOn \H & 1) mlSSlons. Results 
of the on-call mlSSlon are descrlbed In enclosure (9). 

la/ Combdt 

(bl Non-Combat 

DAP 

Pt lef\(Hy 

1 

9 

1 

(3) Personnel captured/detaIned: None 

(4) r1atalIa! cdptu.red: None 

Enemy 

o 
o 

*Dled of aCCIdental lnJury when a truck overturned 07l930H 
Ha!ch 1969. 

3. lUI Gene::!:...:::.!:.. Hot mea.ls weLE~ provlded fOL the u:oops asho.re 
by ARG ALFA stups. I!J.eals provlded: USS O.KINAI'1A .' 500, USS 
DULUTH - 475, USS FORT MhRION - 200. 

4. leI Concluslons. 

a. The employment of ARG/SLF ALFA was eftecLlve only so 
far as landlng the BLT when and where I. equested by CG, III riAF. 
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If effect.ive employment is measuIed 1.n terms ot contacts with, 
and destruction of enemy forces, chen this operation indicated 
an lneffectlve employment 0i the ARG/SLF, The BLr was landed 
on D-Day wlthout opposit~on or any enemy slghting. During 
the perlod 1 March \D-Day) through 7 March t.he BLr conduct.ed 
extensl.ve search operations, wit.h ARG/SLF SUPPOlt, t.hroughout 
its or1gina1 Area of OperatLon lAO,. Durlng this period there 
was no contact with enemy forces and chece were nu sightings 
of enemy forces, installdti~ns Ot caches. 

b. The maJor achlevements of Operatlon EAGER PURSUIT were: 

(1) Landlng the BLT 1n the area west of Danang lncreased 
the densLty of trlendly t[O~PS around Danang. 

(2) The comrrlltment of the BLT to lts assigned Area of 
Operations permLtted the deployment of one r~tle ~ompany of the 
2nd Battalion, 7th MatLne iram that area to an dIea where contacts 
with enemy forces had been irequent since 22 february 1969. 

~3j The ARG/SLF benetlted trom t.he practice dcqulred 
during the operatlon, 

5. (C) Recommendat.lons 

a. That when an amphl.b ... ouS operatlon 1.S considered necessary 
to permi t reposL tlonlng 0t .l n-c-:I...tn try tor ces, COITUHl t.rneh t ot on 1y 
so much dS 1S necessazy t~ 6ccompllsh the mi5Sl0n should be the 
policy. The maJor accomplishment. of Operation EAGER PURSUIT could 
have been achieved by the ld.ndulg of one r l! Ie ..::ompdny, 
thus retdlning the bulk at the combat support. power .i.n reserve 
and in a POSl t.ion for lmmedla te employment .i. t er)emy contact 
was made in th18 AO Or l.fl some other ar ea 01 ~lc~ Ll ve enemy 
contacts. 

Distrlbutlon: 
(See enclosure (121 J 
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TE 76.4,,0,1 

TE 76,,4.0,,4 

TE 76" 400,. 5 

TU 76,4.,2 
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I'.J.\.SK 0RGANIZA'rION 

Amblhlb~ous Ready Groubl ALF'A 

USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) 
USS DULlJI'H (LPD 6) 
use WINsrON (LKA 94) 
USS FOR'I' MARION l LSD 22) 
'I'ACRON ELEVEN, DEI' ALFA 
UDr "rHIR'rEEN;> DE'r ECHO 
BJU v~"E. I'EAMrwELV'E , DE'1' FOXTRO'X 
BMU ONE. DET ALFA SEVEN 
ACU ONE" DE'!' ALFA 

Command and Special Operations Unit 

Flasshibl Eiement 
USS OKINAWA tLPH 3) 

'ra,\;t1cal Air Control ElelT.ent 
l'ACR0N :"i" DET A.:..F'A. 

Beach Reconnaissance Element 
UD'T 'rEAM .l.3 a DE"I' ECHO 

SpecieJ. Operations Element 
BJU ONE ~ 'rEAM ,i,2 /I DE'l' FOXTRo'r 

"rraniblOr't Area. Defense E,lemen't 
USS FuRI' MARlON \1SD 22) 

Navai Beach Party Element 
BMU, DE'l A1FA SEVEN 

Gunfire SUblPor~ and Screen Unit 
USS OKLAHOMA CUY (OLG 5) 

Transport Unit 

USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) 
uss DULUTH (LPD 6) 
USS FOR':r MARION t LSD 22) 

Cargo Unit 
USS WINSrrON (LKA 94) 

Waterborne Control Unit 
USS FOR"I MARION (LSD 22) 

DECLASSIFIED 

. " 

CAPT Go We STROUD~ USN 
COMPHIBRON FIVE 

CAPT G" W" STROUD t USN 
COMPHIBRON FIVE 

CAP~ H, D, WILLIAMS, USN 
CV~ USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) 

LCDR R" H, WALL~ USN 
JinC~ IACRCN 11. DET ALFA 

1"UG B, , n) DYER I USNR 
OinC ~ UD"r 13, DET ECHO 

VllJQ Q" B, GOllirEMOELLER, USNR 
Oine ~ BJU 1 ~ "rEAM 12 a DET "F" 

CDR J 0 W" FARLEY. USN 
CO, USSFORT MARION (LSD 22) 

LTJG N, J., W ALTER ~ USNR 
OinC~ BMU DET ALFA 7 

CAPT W" D, SURFACE, USN 
C0,i USS OKLAHOMA CITY (CLG 5) 

CAPT G" W, STROUD, USN 
COMPHIBRON FIVE 

CAPTi "iH" Ro HUNTER. USN 
CO. USS WINSTON (LKA 94) 

CDR J 0 W, FARLEY" USN 
CO ',J USS FII' MARION (LSD 22) 
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H..l.1iborne Control Umt 
lJSS OKINAWA (LPH 3) 

USS DULUm l LPD 6) 

C.APT H. D. WILLIAMS~ USN 
CO, OSS· OKINAWA (LPH 3) 

Special Landing Force ALFA COL· J 0 F G McMAHCN 9 USMC 
CO,) SLF ALFA 

ELI 2./26 (1-2 MAR) LTCOL w. F, SPARKS ,1 USMC 
(3~ 10 MAR) LTCOL G, M. EIMUDSON)l USMC 

HMM 362 LTCOL J o E. SCHiJ\RP ~ USMC 
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o 280322Z FEB 69 
FM COMSEVEN'I'HF:wr 
TO eTa SEVEN SIX P'r F'OU·R 
CTG SEVEN NINE PI F0UR 
CTF SEVEN SIX 
CTF SEVEN N lNE 
COMUSMACV 
CO III MAF 
INFO CNO 
CINCPAG 
CMC 
CINCPA\:F'U 
COMNAVFORV 
COMPHIBPAC 
CG FMFFAC 
co FMFPAC (FWD) 
CG FIRS'T MAW 
co FIRsr MARDIV 
CMDR SEYENI'H AF 
CTF ONE ONE FIVE 
C'TF SEVEN THREE 
C'TF SEVEN SEVEN 
CTG SEVEN SIX FTFIVE 
C'TO SEVEN mE PT FIVE 
eTa SEVEN NINE PI" 'rHREE 
eTG SEVEN IHREE PT FIVE 
C'IG ONE ONE FIVE P'T CNE 
e'TG SEVEN ZERO J?T EIGHT 
CTU SEVEN Z.ERO PT EIGHIl' PI' NINE 
C'I'U SEVEN ZERO P'T SEVEN PT ONE 
CTU SEVEN ZERO F'T SEVEN FT 'I'WO 
eTE SEVEN Z.ERO pr 'TWu PI ONE P',!' 0NE 
NAVCAMS WESTf'AC 
NAVCOMMSTAS WESTPAC 

DECLASSIFIED 

OPERA'rION EAGER PURSU';::"I INITIAT.l.NG DIREC'IlVE (IJ) 

A" MY OPLAN J.Ol .. 69 
B" NWP 22 (B) 

.10 (C) SI'TUArlJN SUBJE~l'rO CONCURRENCE OF COMUSMACV ~ CG III MAF HAS REQUESTED 
IHE EMPLOYMENI' OF AN ARG/SLF IN SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS IN 'THE ICTZo COMSEVENTHFLT 
WILL PROVIDE IQ 76,4/79 4 AND SUCH OIHER FORCES AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR 'THIS 
OPERAUON" INITiArING DIREC'ITVE IS FOR PLANNING PURPOSES.. THE OPERA'TION WHEN 
EXECUTED, WILL BE CuNDuC'TEO IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A AND Bo 

2" (C) MISSION ~ COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS "rASK FORCE t CATF) CONDUCT AN AMPHIBIOUS 
OPERAI'ION AGAINS'I VC/NVA FORCES IN AMPHIBIOUS OBJEC'TIVE AREA IN QUANG NAM 
PROVINCE OF' lCrz. OR OrHER OPERA'IIONS AS AGREED UPON WI"rH CG III MAF OR HIS 
DESIGNATED REPRESENT.A:'l'IVE, 

DECLASSIFIED 
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3~ (C) CI"G 76. '+ \ ~JMFH1BR0N 5) EMBARKED IN USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) DESIGNATED CATF" 

4 r, \ c") CIG 79 4 '\ C0MMAN:JER SLF Jl:J..FA) EMBARKED IN USS OKINAWA \ LPH 3) DESIGNATEO 
CJMMANDER LANDING F'vROE ~ eLl''"') ., 

5.,(U) COMMAND REL.ri.:i'l.'uN8HlP IAW PARA jXo(2) AND ~c) OF' REF.lL 

6" (c) CCiMUSMAi,;\I WiLL PRuVIDE ':'AS AND O'rHER SUPPORT AS AGREED UPON WITH CATF 
lAW PARA IB(lj OF REF An 

7 I, (U) THE AMPH.i.BIOu8 0BJEi:I'lVE AREA (AOAj WILL BE PROMIJi.o.A'TED BY SEPARATE 
MESSAGE" 

8,,(C) NICKNAME FOR THIS ()PERArlON WlLi,., BE EAGER PURSUIT WITH 'I'ENTA'rIVF. D-DAY 
1 MARCH 1969 D-DAY AND H AND L HOURS 'TO BE DE'I'ERMINED AND CONFIRMED. BY CATF, 
WHEN ALL FORCES ARE PREPARED. CArF RENR'I' 'TO 0RIG B'rATE OF READINESS AND FINAL 
CONFIRMATlON CONCERNING D-DAY~ H AND L HOURS., EXE~U"TE ON D-DAY A'T H AND L HOURS 
UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECIED REPORT EXEcurJ..ON 'TO .A.LlJ0N., 

9( CJ SPECIAl. INS'TR'JCI:CGN6 

A- WHEN FIRMLY ESTAB~.l.8HED ASHORE~ AND WHEN MUTUALLY AGREED UPON BY CATF/CLF 
AND Co. F I Rs'r MARD ... V", REQuIRED ELEMENTS OF SLF CHopro CQ FIRST MARDI V , 

Bo UPON CHOP OF REQUIRED Ei.EMEN'rS OF 8LF ro IN-QGUN'TRY COMMANDER~ CAliF 
REMAIN IN SUPPORI OF OFERAI'IONS ASHORE, 

CoW r'IHDRAWA .... J.;AW ANNEX B TO REF' A" 

10, (u) 'I'ERM1NAIlON ;'AW ANNEX BTG REF Ao 

11, (U) PUBLlC AF'FAIRS lAW ANNEX V 1'0 REF A, 
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a, LialS::ln wIth FUst Marlne: D .. vlsior. and 261;;h Marines indicated a reQ.uest 
for ARO;SLF emp.loyment was in the process of being fOl'warded to COMSEVENTHFLT .. 

b 0 ijOOH - -rG i6, 4 Underway tor holding area. off Danang," 

c" 2140H ~ e'rG 76 1'+ re;;elved CO.l HI MAF request for employment of ARO/SLF 
ALFA addressed i.O C0MV5iViA~·v=.nd. JOMSEVENl'HFi.J:'o 

d" 2301H· Racel ved C0M8EVENHiFLI message c.;,n,urrlng in employment of 
ARG/Si..F ALFA In an e.mphiblO1.1f> assault" 

a.. o830H,. C'I'G 76. '+ a.ad C'lG 'j9, 4 &tt,ended :p.i.anning conference at First 
Marine Division Hea.dcru-arters Wlth :aI MAF'~ First Marine Division and 26th 
Marines re:preaem:. a;: i ves 

b, 0920H - DeS DULUrH. US8 WINSrON., and USS FOf1T MARl()N proceeded to tJNREP 
Wl th USSrOLUVANA {Au 64). US8 OKINAWA UNREP at J.907H" 

.. " BOOH ~ erG 76,,;'" reCelVeo. ':;lJMSEVENTHFLI' initut.ing directive for Opera-
tion EAGER ?URSUJ.'Io \ Dra ~cl03c.2Z ~'EB 69) 

d,i.318H • CIt;. 16,,1+ requeated. tempo.cary a.sSlgnaLent of ALG 16 ~ B.:pprove.l 
received from I.:1'F 76 tor · .. ee of ALG .i.6 i.t 1904H" 

f.. 1600H - USS FORT MARION an(;ho:reci Danang to off loe.d. B.l'tillery B.i 
prevloualy arranged a.t plann.lng ;;:onrerence with Fust Marine Division and. 26th 
Marines, 

g, l600H - erG 76",+ rel.:om:al.ended AloiA 'to C0MSEVEN!'HFVf. 

h.> 1620H ~ ':::'1'J. 76,4 req.",e'ste.i !rom Dl.rs;;tor "I'iI.CC SEVEN"l'H AF a NOTAM Qom-
mencing Olv545H MAR 69. 

l, 1930H '"' Ba.sic; Or-vRD jOi~69 fct vpe.l:'a.tlon EAGER FUI\SU!'I'~ promulga.ted, 
(, D'I'G ~8n30Z FEB 69, 

Annex ALFA - D'rG 28.L156lFEB 69 
Annex DELTA ~ DTQ 281139Z FEB 69 
.Annex GOLF = D"rG 2tll.J.54Z FEB 69 
.Annex HO'rEL - DI'G 2813402. FEB 69 
Annex INDIA - DT'G 2811522. FEB 69 
Annex NUVEMBER - D"l'G 280640Z FEB 69 
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jc .L946H CI'IJ iO 6,9 El.8signE:Q. USS .jKLAHOMA CI'I'Y (JiG 5) as NGFS shipo 

ko 2l. .. 2H· '::;vMSEiiEfiirHFd con:::urs in AOA for Opera.tion EAGER PURSUITo 

1 March 1962, 

ac D-Day for upera.t lon EAGER PURSUU"o 

c.. 0550H - Sl.gnaied :..oand tr.e a:i.rborr.e Landing For:e. 

dD 06JOH ~ uas OKINAWA and USS Du1U'l'H ani;hored in assigned anchore.ge in 
Danang Harbor .. 

eo o630H- USS FuRl' MAi\ION and. USS WINS"I0N anchored in assigned e.nchore.ge 
in Daneng Harbor, 

i., 0645H - L-HOUR .. assB.uh troc.ps landed by hele :in .LL. FA.i..OON (NI' 887786) 
and EAGLE UtI 897'173).' Nc :lPPOSlt10.r. and. noconta;t, 

g.l l030H - USB JKiNAWA .. nd€rway to launch helo' s d'iletJ drop in wind 
v'e.Lo.:;ity and ia-::rea$lng tempe;(a.t~te ln harbor, 

hD 1251H - La.st of scheduled GeLlals airborne to LL 

L 1l+iOH - La.st of on~.;an &erialS alrborn~ to 1Z o 

J" 1500H ~ OPCON £11: 2/G6 pa.ssed to CG~~"IRSI Marine Division for Operation 
EAGER FURSUTL ARt; I SlF .cema:.;.nlng W 8 ..l.PPOI' t of BUr 2/26 

k, 1635H- Remain.:i<el:' I\} 76, 4.;:vmmen~ed gettlng undel'way lor assigned opere. ... 
'tion areas off Da.nar.g .. 

I." Continu.ed in f-i.<pport of B1"I 2/260 

'b" TG r6" 4 an'J!lor ed. Da.ndons Ha.rbot ar.d ott l~aded s.ddi t.i onal. BVl' 2/26 vehicles. 

c, .1400H. C";MSEV'ENIHFLI" V1S ltttd JILt 16n,+ .:bol..rd USS OKINAWA, 

3 March 1962, 

a" Continl.l.ed Jon gl,ipport. ot Bi..r 2/26,. 

bo USS DUl..U'TH assumed. MEDEVR.C guard while USS OKINAWA UNREP from USS rALUGA. 
USS OKINAWA reass.uned MEDEVAC guard upon c;)lnple'tion UNt:EP" 
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4 March i969 

a" I\} 6 ':t an;hored Da:1aflg HarD or ,::or.1t..Lm.l.ed in sl..i.pport of BUr 2/26. 
underway ';0 a5,ngned opa.reas prlcr toe eun5et'I 

a, Continu.ed in suppc.n of ELl: 2/;;;6 from assigned ollareaa off Danans, 

a, .Jcn'cimled ln !:H.lPPC;(t OJ: BL12 1 26, '11076.4 UNREP with USS PROCYON~ 
USS DOLUm asswned MEDEVA ... S.la:rd W1U.L8 (J8S OKINAWA a. .... ong51de USS PRO~YON, 
USS OKiNAWA &iisumed MEDEv,h.·J g\.oc..,rd.1u.pon oom.ple'tlon WlIIREP ~ USS DULUTH proceeded. 
to A:F UNREP " 
1 M!Fh 12.22. 

b. 1600H - 'TO. 76 .,. "ji~J.c!Wa.y !",t" assi.g .. 'led ope.rea.s 

:"Si30H - ,rru.-.;.It O~ ert .. rnell diol.[ ir..1!!, the '';;vs'( .La.n·;l, lj1.cVElllHmt to &."1 a.u.mbly 
8.l"ea l'es .. :"ting .l.n O{.oima.n lUi_"td. cwo. jJ. ~nj~;red,. 

a· Contin\.i.~d In s..tppc;.rt, 01 BLl' 2(26 in. aSa1gnedopareas 

b.. 14;8H - Bo.E~ .J". E WL""",lAMS; Cozrur.anding Genepii."-' ~th MAB visit-ed. 
CT'G 76, 4" C'ICr ;9 :4 and ";Oi'l.n'ICI.!ldH~g \..Ii i i.:: 61'.1 USS 0KlNAWA, 

dl BLld/26 illOved svl.lUI ovl:!:runJ. and. jOlned }l'aIH Mar .wes located. viclnitr 
Llberty Bridge ,nea.r An Hoa.) lou prepantion f;Jr an' operation on Go Noi IslanQo 

e" 1830H - O!JCvN or BL'I 2/ d6 passed. to FIFI~ ~arine Regiment tOl" an opera­
tion on Go Noi hiiar..d, 

b. 1600B - R.Iii)iVi BEHRENS, cI".t<IO. 'Vl$J.teci ~IG 't6,,'4 on ooard USS OKINAWA. 

So" OperaHon EAGER fUh8Ul'I" ten,inated as of 0800H and Opera;non EAOER 
PURSUIT II commen:::ed 0800H.. 'rG 76 4 ~on:;mu.ed in support of BLr 2/26 on Go 
Noi Island. 
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1. I, U ,'Yne pu.nnl.ng .:onfere.: • .:;e was hc.ld a: Cc,. ~ F IRSI jv1J.,.,RDlV Hsadq,i.:i.arcers on 
28 Febr-.;.ary .1..969 .t?re;>en-c we:tc repre.senta.t.i yes f.l:'om HI MAF, .t"iRS'r MARDIV, 
26th Marine RegUl1.ent and ARG-/S~B" ALP}\" 

2 \C) It was declded to :;ondut:.t a.:l a.rr.phl.blOilS assa-~lt; the ARG/SLF assuming a support 
role at the oompletlon of "the assal,;.lt 'rhe CHOP of BL'r 2/26 to CG i FIRSr MARDI V 
would be effected when mutua.l.l..y agreeable. D-DAY was establishe.d as 1 March 1969. 
wi th an L~Hol.1.r of o6-+5H, 

j, ~C) BAAVv Artl.l_ety Battery was o!:L.oaded and :hoppedto 0J, FIRSllr MARDIV 'the 
a.fternoon of 28 Febr-uary to be estabilShed a.shore a.."ld ,"ender artillery support 
1f neede.d. Arrangements were made tc a,ss1gn 'Cohe USS 0K1AHA0~IA CiTY l CLG-5) in 
dIrect suppo,,,", of BLr 2/26 d'ur .. ng the amphibious aSbB.l.l.h pha.se 

4, (C) Planning lor the Amphlb.10IlS Objective Area ~AOA.I: 

a Ih este.'Dh5h~ng an Av.Ii. the i'C ... lowl.ng genecal req.nrementa had to be considered 
-by ;::rG 76 4_ 

(1) Not to tsostrict noma.l ai:t t!ra.ftic in and Ol,;,t ~f the Danang Air Base, 

\2) Not. to teetnct no(ma..i. ;; u.c.t ace: '(.ra.i.tic in and OlJt of Danang Harbor, 

l3i Permlt an arti._d.ery bat'C.en ';;v-tthl':.ast 01 th~ la,ndwa~'d corcido!' 
to fire in 5llpPo,n of B~I 1/26 10':' a~ej u.;:rthwes t :)1' the .;;;;t'tid~.r atld 13.1. thl.-...:_-l •. 
sa.me time !'ire in support lof BLI' 1:./0,:0 if ceq.urad. iu the A0A. 

\ 4) EstablIsh helo ianes for 't.he amphibious as&ai4it; tha~ would not. conflict 
with subparag.raphs (1; end (2) above, 

(5) Deslgnate a lucatlon for the. NGFS snip to operate and fire from~ that 
wouid not conflict wlth subpara.graphs (1) ~ ~2). lj). and ~4) above, ,f 

b,rhe alrspi..:.e from (.J ted) )000 feet 10 the A';;A wa. t.here:tore dlvided along 
the f'olli:JWlng g . .ude Ilnes. 

(1) Ftee aCi,;e&6 g! ant;d. tv a..l.i., sun a..;.e a.nd cur .fa.f! 1;;' u). the seaward 
port ion oj; the AvA J.n~ . .l.I,j.d..i.ng .iJana.ng Ha.l."bo.L'" 

\21 j<'tee ac;,;ess tv ii.lr tn,lll': 
cf the landwar d A;';A and free a,..-:.;:es is t.:J 
:emalnlng portlon of the . .!.andwaLd A0A 
diagram ot the Av.Ii. I 

aoove ,00 teet. over the .ottldor portion 
alr t,ati1~ over 8;000 iest ever the 

\ See enc10folJre l..l lv!' d.~t.c.nption and 

c.. 11'0 complete the requl.rements the helhoptet' lanes :tor the assau,L't: were 
kept below 500 feet,l'he hell.copter ianes were ovel frienci.l.Y g:tound and therefore 
500 feet or less was considered sUe I.rOll'. enemy fire for thle aiHiault waves, 'rhe 
art Hlery battery, on the 6ollthea..;;t ude of the:orridor; and the NGFS ship were 
to fire over t.he helicopter .!.anes if theH support was required, SAV ... A .. PLANES, 
If reQ.uired~ were to be coordina:c.ed 'De-ween FIRS'r MARD~V h;ce Suppo:rt Coordina.tion 
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";enter \ FS';C; anj (l12: C·':'rr.rr.il.[d",.t ,"I,mphiblvl.<b I'ask i:,!t~e \ (,.-I.H';I Supporting Arms 
Coordlnauon Jentet \3A:''; .. a(.d lao ti·,;.d.J.. i1.H '::ontr.-;l Ce:;.~et ,"rACG), 

) \. C "rhe LandIng ·wa';\.t;''lOpp;,;sed uSS v!\.Lrl1i0MA -::1Ii waOl _:.i,"ed '.J.pon only once 
to fIre an obse.r1J",d m::"'SSlCli J;.r::...or ";,,, [~: { r C .. t8.se at l)OOH arId .:.t.e subsequent 
sh.;..ft of .:::;mt.ro..1. or ,;uppcn .ii'l!?, arrr,.;, tC .ne P;:f:.6'I' iviARDIV FSC": 
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L \C) Whl. ... € the (Jn~cp: ::;1 thl& ::;p,t;toticns W66 rr"il.nly to in:cre.ase the 
denslty of trlend~y ~1;CPI ~ij~ ;1 D~n~ng; 1: wa5 ba~i&.Ed tnst E~~m€nts 
of the Ni~ }LSI and 1 4 161 ~~~1m€nt6 WEre pOS&lbly Lft thE atea No 
ccnta~t wich [he En!ffi} wiE ffiidE dUli~g tnls op2!a~i::;n 
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HEDICAL/LOGISTICS 

A - MEDICAL 

1. (C) Operation EAGFR PURSUIT began on 1 March 1969 and ended 
at 0800 on 10 March 1969. The operation was conducted in the I 
Corps area west of Danang~ 

2. (C) The Task Group consisted of USS OKINA~!A (LPH 3), USS DULUTH 
(LPD 6), USS FORT MARION (LSD 22), and USS WINSTON (LKA 94). 
The embarked battalion was BLT 2/26 with HHM 362 providing verttcal 
support. 

3. (U) The USS OKINAWA was designated elf" C2.3nlty ;et'<:lJi:lg sh;..p 
Medical Officers on board consisted of: 

a. Surgical Team 

(1) CDR J. J. RYSKAMP, Jr., OinC 
(2) LCDR E. H. WIDELL, Jr. 
(3) LCDR M. C. SHESKEY 
(4) LT B. C, M. SAH 

b. Ship's Hedica1 Officer 

(1) LT H. D. HICKFY 

c. Clearing Platoon 

(1) LT G. E. HARP 
(2) LT I. ROUBAL 
(3) LT J. W. l\JALLACE 

d. Battalion Surgeon 

(1) LT J. J. TEDFORD 

e. Flight Surgeon 

(1) LCDR V. L. POLICH 

4. (C) Host of the MEDEVACs consisted of routine sick-call complaints. 
On the evening of 7 March 1969, a truck transporting rlarines 
overturned killing one and injuring 31 men. Nine of these were 
received and treated on the USS OKINANA while the others were treat­
ed at in-country facilities. 

5. (C) Casualty Statistics 

a. Blood. A total of 113 units of whole blood were on hand 
at the start of the operation. This blood was obtained from NSA 
Danang Hosp~tal. A total of 4 units was cross-matched for 1 patient, 
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however, none were transfused. 64 units of out-dated blood 
were returned to NSA Danang Hospital on 7 March 1969. 

b. SUMMARY OF CASUALTY STATISTICS (Treat.ed ab,:;ard OKNIIMWA! 

(1) TOTAL CASUALTIES RECEIVED 

(a) Non-Combat 
tbl Wounded in Action (WIA) 
(c) Killed in Action (KIA) 
(d) Died of Wounds tDm~7) 
te) Death of Accldental InJurLes (DAI) 

(2) NON-COMBAT CLASSIFIED 

(a) Spraln 
tbl Laceration 
lC) Contusl0n 
(d) Genltal-Urinary 
(e) Heat Exhaustion 
(fl Ce11ul1tis 
(g) FaO· 
th) Hemorrhoids 
(1) Insect Bites 
(J) Rectal Bleeding 
(k) Gastroenterit1s 
tl) Imrners10n Foot 
(m) Bl1sters (Feet) 
(n) undlagnosed~No Disease 
(0) Fracture Arm, Pelvic, Clavlc1e, 

Wrlst, Mandlble 

(3) COMBAT CASUALTIES CLASSIFIED 

(al MISSI~ WOUNDS 

1 Sever1ty 

a. MaJo:t 

b. lanoI 

tb) NON-MISSILE INJURIES 

43 

41 
1 
0 
0 
1 

46 

7 
7 

,6 
6 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

o 

1 

o 

each 

(c) OPERATIVE CASES PERFORMED (Initial Rx Only) 

1. Major 

2 Hinor 

2, 
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,ct, SUMMARY OF O,R. ANESTHESIA 

1. General o 

2. Spinal o 

o 

4. Locdl 1 

.,e.i MAJOR SURGICAL PROCEDURES o 

t" DISPOSlTIONS 

1. TL ea ted and Released 31 

2. Admitted to S.l.CKbay 12 

J. Dlschdt'ged tu Duty 6 

4, Transte1LE::d 

:, . Died ot Wounds o 

6, Remdln~ng 10 SLcKbay, End of 5 
Opec aUon 

~DAI Transterred tor Care ot the Dead. 
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B';:;' LOGIST1CS 

1. C, Malntendnce 

ct. USS DULUTH's number one mdln englne, number lA and IB 
turbogenerators placed out of COmml.SSlOn due to ruptured bonnet 
of loot steam valve to air eJectors. Shl.p was lim1ted to 6 knots. 
Casualty Wdb repctired by ShiP'S force. 

b. LJSS FORT MARION, whl.le conductLng the quaLterly PMS check 
of the fLumber one maln reduct ... on gedc, detected b,.lll gear teeth 
worn. MaXimum speed WdS Limlted to 8 Knots, while makIng repairs. 
RepalLs were made by ShiP'S lorce. 

c. USS OKINAWA developed d casua1.t.y to the ni.1ffiber 1 boiler 
maln steam SlOp, TE::mp":-£ctry repalrs made by Ship'S force consist­
ed of stra1ght.enlng and welding valve yoke and manUldctuLe of 
valve stem. Repalrs were completed ln )2 hours. Permanent re­
palrs Will be made when new stem dnd yoke dLe recelved. 

2.IC; OutSide Asslstance 

ct, Wh~le TG 1b.4 Sh.LpS were in Dctnang Harbor, RVN, the USS 
COCONiNO COUNTY ,LST 603" nOL a task group ShlP, asked for im­
medl-ate aSSiStanCe due to a gyro cdsuct1ty. The USS FORT MARION 
(LSD ~2) answered t.he Cdll ~nd sent personnel to correct the gyro 
casualt.y. The COCONINO COUNTY was then able to pLoceed on duty 
ass1gned. 

3. lCJ UNREPS/VERTREPS. A total ot e1ght underway replenishments 
were conducted, with ed~h ShlP in TG 76.4 Leplen~shin9 from an 
AO and the PROCYON: 

SHIP DATE NSFO 

TALUGA (AO 62) 3 MARCH 78,866 GAL 
PROCYON ;AF 61) 6 MARCH 
MATTAPONl(AO 4118 MARCH 141,8j5 GAL 

3 

JP-5 AVGAS PROVISIONS STORES 

76.65 SIT 3 SIT 
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COM~1UN lCAT IONS 

1. el PLANNING. Tne ARG C..JilltnU.nl.CcltlOn Annex ror Operation EAGER 
PURSU 1 Twas -p;-,>m.A LJ,;t ted 1 vuI ho".! s at tel r.ecel.ptvt the Inl tiating 
D1LE"Ct.l.ve and l. j n-.lur s pr lor. lu L-HO,-,l. EMCON WdS not set enroutl;! 
to the AOA du~ to the ~eoglaphLc~l p~slLlon w.LhLn Danang Harbor. 
The CommUnlCac.1on AnneX pr'olil.d,ed l,jr communlcat . .lOns in accordance 
w~th eTG 76.4 OpeLctt.lOll Plan lUlA-69, Del1very Jl Operation EAGER 
PURSUIT OP-PLAN annexes was delayed Whtle awaitin9 pelmlssion to 
use AIG i6 ~S the addresb Indl~dtlng group lor unlts ot EAGER 
PURSUiT it .loS r e,;'.:.>lnmenaed then_an AIG be assigned t.) an ARG/SLF 
Whlch 15 tentatl.Ii'E:'lY comrru.tt.t:'d to ;:In vpet.dt10n prl. .. H to dellvery 
01 the In.Ltlati.ng D...re':::L ve TIllS WJuld allow ample oppOrtunity 
for NAVC01'1MSTA::; I -,utroulerb, c:lnd serVlce clerKs t.J adJust accord­
lngly. 

2. ,C; REQUiREMENTS VERSUS A~SETS. A6 eXpd[lenCed l.n preVlOUS 
ope! cH~on.s, theoo'S<i::t of EAGER PU.k3U. r str dIned 6qUl.pment assets 
tv lUl'.tlll requl.ted radlo CLIC ... d.tb. Alt.e[ th<:! ldndlng force 
Chopped to In-C;UUIlU y tJ[ ce~ ifl the .:It tel (,OOh or D-Day, [[(any at 
~he VHF ,FM dnd UHF V01C~ Cl.,~u~tS were abollshed or pldced 1n 

stand-by 6tatu~ which lel.eased eq~lpment needed to! ba~kup pur­
poses on utnel C~tCUl.[S. 

3. le, LlSABLE FRE~JENeIES. Frequcn~leci were ade~uate dnd usable 
In all spectrums exc~pt VHF ,FM; dna UHF D~b to the topography 
of ~he AOA and Ddndn~ Harbor VHf ana UHF _Jmmunlcdtlons were 
disrupted whel.ever the l.L<;J::]:::.hL{J WetS iLL Lh 01 Dan".ng Hdt.b0.r dnd 
attempted communlcatlng WIth Un.Lts withln the harbor or ashore. 

4. ,e, eRiPTOGRAPHIC_SYSTEMS. Ade~uaLe crypLo~raphl.C system& 
were avallable throughout the operat.on, USKAK 2;9 was not used 
In order to aJUld confllct With systems employed by Navy and Ma.rlne 
operata!.!;. 

5. ,U) RPIO RESUPPLY, Nv requests tor Rpa draws were placed With 
the RPIO durin:::! Ule tJ.Cner!ctllle 01 ':tle Up8rclt.L .. )(1. 

6. Ie) TRAFFIC LuAD VERSU~ CIHCUIT AND PERSONNEL AVAILABILIrY, The 
tr. dtllC LOad b tl ;jn~dZ:--;-:-;::;-:L~nd-~·Z-;-';;Jnnei. a vai lab i li toy bet-ween 
! ecelpt ot tne iil. t1 a t l.n::l Due .. t.l. '.Ie and [ltld-doY ,)1 D-Day. In­
comIng lnhouse m~SSage t.lme neJ~l ~xceeded elgnt DOLILS dnd out­
gOln':3 inhouSe me&sage t line never t;~x.;..eeded tnree hUll!. S. 

7. (el TERMINA"rlON. The NAVCOMMOPNET Orestes t.er.:mlndtlOn was 
excell~thIough()ut the operatlon. Occasl.onal outages were due 
to men dloft, ship's power ldJ.iure, <1nd equlpment tal.LUre. 
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8. lC, BROADCAST RECEPTION. Fleet broadcdst reception was excellent 
throughout the ope"t dtion. M.L~sl.ng number s were normally procured 
trom Sh~ps in company, CTF 76 Flagsh~p, Amph~bloU5 Ready Group 
BRAVO, or NAVSUPPACT Da.nang w .. thout !esort:..ng to NAVCOMMSTA Phllip­
pl.nes. The L~w Frequency Br~ad~ast ot 86 KHZ was successtully 
copled. 

9. ,UI EQUIPMENT RELlABILlTy. Cuffiffiuru.cdLon", werc very r.e.l:Lable 
and mlnor outaqcs wcrec3"r7ected on an a,s ... .)cc"'rring bctsis. 

10. ICILANDING FORCE PROBLEMS. A teletYP6 LOWP betwe~n th~ tiag­
shlp's Commc..nl.Cdl.10n Center c,.nd Tr~op OperdtH.Jflb waS used to 
pass embarked MatJ.ne'6 tL.:>tlJl '_u them lOr: reprvduct..Lon as the 
Marines requlred. ThLb ~redlly red~ced ShlP6 Inhouse meSSctge 
tlme and ba~Klu9. 

lI.ICIKY-8 Tht! KY-b c.Jvert:,d ,'UICt;" was u::'t!d on the Ma!leUVer~ng 
and Wa'.t'"ii:'lng CU:cult, Repurtin:J CHcule, and sellerdJ. MalinE::! 
Cl!CUl.t8 dnd no major dliL, .. ,uLtles ucculted, The change 0L key­
lLStS dnd tLffie 10t sett~n9 up the KY-8 produced n0 slyoLILcant 
dlft lcul ty. 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

1. ,U; For Opel~tlon EAGER PURSUIT one press rele~se was submitled 
to CTE 70.2.1 L un 28 Februd[Y. On the atternoon or L March 
release was author i zed by tIll::) command dnd the C0ncur renee of the 
CommandIng GenerdL, FIrst Mdrine DIVISion WaS requested. Two 
days iater subJe~t conCutlen~e was reC~Lved rw~lve days after 
the 1n1t.1.a.L assdu .. lt. CTE 70.2.1.1. 18quested -::.onCutrel.ce ot Commanding 
General, III MarIne AJi\phLbiou.s F,)!C02; thlS concurrence has not. 
been recelved as yet. 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 
En,;losure\81 

, 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

SUPPORTING ARMS 

1 •• CI Generdl. The CATF S~pp0[t~ng Arms C00[d~nd~ion Center 
was ful~y manned on D-Day. USB OKLAHOMA CiTy CLG 5, was 
ass1gned Ln direct sopport at BLr 2/26. Closa air support and 
he11copter escort al!crafL were asslgned. ConcLol of supporting 
arms was passed ashore at 1500H on D-Day. 

2. (CI Naval GuniLre SUP£OLt% 

a. Schedule 0f Fire. SInce the landing Lones weLe in a 
relatLvely frIendly area, no prep !1reS were planned. All naval 
guntLLe support was on-call. 

b. Ass1gnment vi ShIpS. USS OKLAHOMA CITY ;CLG 51 was stationed 
at POl-nt Ccuol in Danang HaL bar to prevent lnter !erer,ce wi th troop­
car.rylng hel1copters and normal traitic at Danang ALL Bdse. 

c. M1.SS10n, USS OKLAHOMA CITY t Hed only one Cal.l tHe mis­
sion on D-Day, expendlng 27 rounds of 6"/47 HICAP a~ainSt an 
enemy rocket POSLtl.on. Ground damage assessmant WdS evaluated 
as excellent by the BLT 2;26 spot team. 

d. Communlcdtlons. SACC commun1Cat10ns weLe excellent wh1le 
USS OKINAWA was 1.n Danang HaLbor. DecreasIng Wind late in the 

"moJ::ning to.rced USS OKINAWA t..) steam outsIde t.he harbor: entrance, 
where naval gLLnr...re communlcatlons were lOSt, necessitatin9 the 
one naval ~unIILe call iire mLS~10n co be Le~ctyed oveL PRl-TAC 
to and from SACCo 

3. (C) Close Alr Support: 

a. PlannIng: 

(1) The pl.annlng for Operauon EAGER PURSUI'T began with 
the receipt of ARG/SLF ALFA Emplvyment messa.ge leG, 111 MAF 
27l232Z FEB 691 Lequest.l.ng an AmphLb~ous A.::>sa~lt Landing in an 
area west of Danang un or dbouc L MaLch. 

\2 On 28 February, Ottlcer-ln-ChaLge, TACRON ELEVEN, 
Detachment ALFA dtcended a cuc.!eren.:e at F lRST MARDIV d.nd conducted 
l1a1.60n w1th III MAF and FIRST MAW ~~ di~cuss con_ep~ or operatlons. 

l3} The Initldting DLrectlve ~COMSEVENrHFLT 280J22Z 
FEB 69) was received 28 February amp11fYlng on mlss1on, situation 
and specla1 instr~ct1ons. 

t4} The AOA tor Operdtlon EAGER PURSUiT was promulgated 
by COMSEVENTHFLT 28111BZ FEB 69 descL~blng both landward dnd 
seaward pOLtiOns ot the AOA. 
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\5, The Notice to A1Lmen ,CTG ;6.4 280820Z FEB 69; was 
sent. to DI.recto! r TactiCaL Ai! CantLol Cent.er ,TACCI r SEVENTH 
Aj.L FOLce, Sd. ... 90n cOilet:1ng ADA ot Operat.lon EAGER PURSUIT up 
t.o 8000 ieet.. 

l6J The ALL Support. message .CTG 76.4 280822Z FEB 69) 
and Annex Hotel .CTG 76.4 281340Z FEB 691 were d~SO published on 
28 Februdcy 1969. 

b. Execut.l..)[l: 

~ll On 1 Match one UR-IE ,SliCK. d.~ICLdtt dLLived on 
st.at.1on at. 0618H tOL command and cont.! OJ. and reported t.o TACC 
for control. Two UH-IE (armed I aLSO an ived o.t. 0646H for: Helo 
Escort dnd report.ed fOL cont.rol 

~2) Two At a1LcLdft. SCheduled tOt Close A~r S~pport. 
(CAS) at 0645H d1d not. check in unt.I.10135H. The tWO A4 's were 

on st.atLon at 0645H but cadlo trouble t..)!ced t.hem t.o return to 
Chu Lal. No ordnance was expended by the A4's . 

• 3) Control of Support~ng Arms passed ashore and t.he 
NOTAM was cancelted 01l500H MAR 1969. 

(4) On 3 Match and agaln on 5 MarCh t.he MEDEVAC yuard, 
manned by TACRON personnel. dlony W.l.th t.wo HEDEVAC dl!.c:r:att, 
moved t.o USB DULUTH whLle USS OKlNAWA was on UNREP, 

(5) In addl.tl.on co p.rocessl.ng MEDEVAC requests, numerous 
FRAG .tequests and SAV-A-PLANES were proces&ed. 

(6) Operatl.on EAGER PURSUIT terml.nated lOOeOOH MAR 69. 

c. Commun~catl.ons~ 

llJ TACC rddl~ nets were esta~1~6hed dnd manned in acco.rdance 
w~th Annex Hote~ 01 CTG 16.4 OPORD JO~-69. 

d j Commuru.ca t~ons dut J. t1-3 the operatJ.on W4He especiaLLy 
good w~th ali nets up 90~ ot the t~me. TWLce thete was a lOSS 
ot communlcat~on81 once durlng a poweL lOSS dt 11108 & March, 
and another tl.me when the BattalLon was changlng POSLtions ~n 
8 Ma!ch. 
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SHIP-TO-SHORE MOVEMENT 

1. \CJ Airb0rn2. The hellcopter Shlp-to-shoLe m~vement was conducted 
from anchor 1.n Ddnang Ha.r:bot. The dJ..sadvantdge ot the light wind 
cond~t.l.on encount.ered was o ... LWe.Lghed by the: mu.ch shortened distance 
from launch pos~tion tv Ll aLtorded by dnchoLing. The light winds 
were countered by cutt.ing serl.al ass:..gnmentsto three and four 
troops vice the normal t.l.ve t.roops and no problems arose from 
thiS procedure dULl.ng the early morning ho~rs As t.he temperat.~re 
increased .l.t becdme necessary t~r US8 OKINAWA to get underway 
to complete the oft-load. Eight heLL':"0pt.ers were used to Off-load 
each ship (LPH dnd LPD). ECHO and HOTEL companies weLe lifted 
from LlSS DULUTH to LZ EAGLE .. FOX'TROT dHd GOLF compan1.e6 were lifted 
from USS OKINAWA to LZ FALCON, OLt-lJdd was !acJ..ll.tated by assign­
.Lng companies tram each Sh.lp to a d.LLterent LZ Ad craft refllel­
ing was conducted at MaLble MountoLn ClL~LLeLd. 80me Lesupply 
was conducted trom an In-CJuntry SLte, 

2. lCI Waterborne. The waterborne Sh~p-to-shore movement was 
conducted as follows: 

D minus One: "B" Battery, Fl.rst Battal.lon, Thirteenth Mar1ne 
Reg.l..ment was off-loaded trom LlSS FORT MARION LO t:.he Bri.dge Ramp 
Danang, in order to SUPP0tt operation EAGER PURSUIT 

D-DA~: The tL~ck p~ato0n W~$ oLz-~oaded !rom LlS6 WiNBTON to 
the B~1dge Ramp Danang. 

D plUS One: The tank pld~00n was off-loaded trom USB DULUTH 
to the Bridge Ramp, Danang. 
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o 28u.i.8Z foEB 69 
FM COMSEVENTHFLT 
TO CTG SEVEN alX PT fOJR 
CTG SEVEN NiNE PT FOUR 
eTF SEVEN SIX 
CTF SEVEN NINE 
COMUSMACV 
CG Iil MAF 
INFO CNG 
CINCf'AC 
CMC 
CINCPACfLT 
COMPHiBPAC 
CG FMFPAC 
CG 'FMFPAC \.FWD, 
CG FIRST MAW 
CG FIRST MARDIV 
ClVJ.DR SEVEN AF 
CTF ONE ONE FIVE 
CTP SEVEN "THREE 
CTP SEVEN SEVEN 
CTG SEVEN SiX PT FIVE 
eTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE 
CTG ~EVEN NINE PT THREE 
CTG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE 
CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT ONE 
eTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT 

DECLASSIFIED 

CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NlNE 
CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT ONE 
CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT TWO 
CTE SEVEN ZERO PT TWO PT ONE PT ONE 
NAVCAMS WESTPAC 
NAVCOMMSTAS WESTPAC' 
SECRET lDOVJNGRADEDTO CONFIDENT'lAL BY COM6EVEiHHFLT 301. .. 102 MAR 69)"--
OPERAT ION t;'JrG"ER PURSUIT AMPHIBiOUS OEJECY.i. V E AREA III I 

A, COMSEVEN'THFLT 280.322Z FEB 69 
1. \C, THE SEAWARD PORTION OF THE AOA WiLL. ENCuMPASS THAT SEA AREA 
WITHIN A 14 MILE RADIUS CIRCLE CENTERED AT LATITUDE l.6-12N, LONG­
ITUDE i08-LiE INCLUDiNG DANANG HARBOR AND THE ASSOCIATED AIRSPACE 
FROM fij-2STHOllSAND FEET, DUE TO THE DENSITy OF SURFACE AND AIR 
TRAFF IC IN 'THE DANANG AREA, FREE TRANSi.T IS GRANTED FOR SuRfACE 
AND AIRTRAF'F Ie 
~. ,Cj THE LANDWARD PORTION OF THE AOA WILL ENCOMPASS THAT LAND 
AREA FROM AT 9384 SOUTHWEST TO ROAD AT 9082 THENCE SOLJTHERLY 
ALONG ROAD TO AT 9080 THENCE SOUTHWEST ALCJNG STREAMro AT 8679 
THEN SOUTH TO AT 8675 THENCE EAST TO AT 9~iS THEN NORTHEAST TO 
AT 94 77 THENCE IN A NOR'THWESTERLY DIRECTION ALONG RIDGE 'TO ROAD 
IN VICINlTY OF AT 9178 THENCE TO Ar 948L. 
GP-4 
BT 
2672 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 
EnclosuLe \11) 

, .0 



VI 
I"tJ 
\P 
<C 
cC 
0 
::t 
1t.,) 

.z: 
o::c 

\-
::) 
~ 

CJ:' 
::> 
a... 

c.c: 
lJ.) 

\.b « 
UJ 

DECLASSIFIED 

'.°iJ."'U t1 ... i-; WJ v ... J"::; \.10 .. L \J l ~ \ L :l.L\.t ... n. -- -- ----- .-.-- ---.--- .. - - .- .. -

,,(, -'" 

-h 
::t:' 

~ 
ce 
Z 

z"1 [2J~ 0.. ..z;;U •. : 

Z -> 

~ 
00 

~ 
< 

DECLASSIFIED 

-0 
l-
~ 

0-
~ 

z ..., 
Q 
\D 

• 0 

c.n'L.l ... ""tt \.lLi 

,,01\lt -' LJt.~ 1 ~rlL 

I 



r 
- CONFlDENI .... AL 

CINCPAGFd 
COMSE.VE.N IRE d 
COMEHJ..Bfav 
eOMPR~BF 0 itS E. V EN HiE i I 
GG o FMiSEVE~IHiLI 

eGo JiMFFAC 
C0MPH ... B lRA£ AG 
eGo LbNF0RlRaGOMfAC 
Guo NAVfH:'::BSGOL,; CORONADO 
COMfH.iBGRU 0NE 
COMPR~BGRO rRREE 
COMPH:lBRON ('NE 
GOMPRlBRON IHREE 
COMPH ... BROlil FIVE 
COMPHlBR0N SEVEN 
COMPHIBR0N NiNE 
COMPH~BROt. E.LEVEN 
C0MLt>.NSHlFFL01 ONE 
COMIA'-GRU 0NE. 
COMNMSH..GWARGRUPAC. 
COMNAVBEACRGRU GNE 
CO~ B..;U uNE 
C0" ACO ONE 
CO~ HMU ONE. 
OINe BMU tiNE. W:f DE 1 
OINC AGO o~E Wf' DEI 
OiNG WP DEI NAVSPEGWARGRU 
OH~C NAVBEAGH.GRU LINE Wi DE.! 
OlNa, NAV8EGGRU WP DEI 
CO 0 IA'RuN E.LEVEN 
co 0 UDI IR .. .RIEE.N 
USA C60GSC fI LEAVENwORIH c 
OiNe NAVI.tl.CD0('AC I 
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COMMANDli A~PHIBIOUS FORCE' 
UNITED STATES SEVENTH FLE£T .. 

FPO sAlt FRANClSCO,966Ot . 

."": ... -... 
t, ~ • _ • '-.",; 

N314:RHL:gds 
3500 2.' 1"! 
'Ser 761 J .. 
'~ ~UN19S9 

From:' CO_Ander Amphibious _ rorce, U. S. ·SEVENTH Fleet . 
To: Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALPA, 

U.S. SEVENTH Fleet 

Subj: EAGBR PURSUIT Post Operation Report; .ap'pr;!'val. of (U) 

Ref; Ca) CODUllanderAmphiblousReadyGroupALFA Itr.3S00 
ser 017 ofl April 1969· . . . 

Encl: . (1) Commander Amphibious, Force ~ U~S. ·SEVENTH Fleet .' 
. Itr3S00 5er 037.of·19 April 1~69(1e5sEnel. (1» 

(2) Commander SBVBNTHFleet Itr 3500 ser N6·S88 of 
27 May 1969 . ' . 

l.Re.ference (a) is approved fordi~~ribution upon incor­
poration of the correctIon. noted in enclosure (1) as 
approved by enclosure (2).' 

2.' Enclosures (1) and (2) .. y be made enclosures to or 
distributed with' the eorrec~ed Po.at Operation Report if 
desired. . . 

I • 

. rJJ:J / 'l /;jjr:7l":. . L7fii~f-
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~/'" " Ir.w. CLIFT m 
':Ohiet' of Staff 
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DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL' '- Unclassified upon removal of enclosure 

From: Connnander Amphibious Force p Uo So SEVENTI-I Fleet 
To~ Commander U. So SEVENTH Fleet 

Subj: ,operation EAGER PURSUIT Post Operation Report:; 
forwarding of 

N3l2~CCN~gds 
3500 
Ser 76/037 
19 APR 1969 

Enc1~ (1) CCMFtIIBREADGRU ALFA Itr 3500 ser 017 of 1 April 1969 
(5 copies) 

10 Connnander Amphibious Force~ Uo So SEVENTI-I Fleet concurs with the 
contents of enclosure (1) except as noted below: 

a. Enclosure 1~ page 2~ note that LTCOL G~ M. EDMUNDSON~ USMC" 
connnanded BLT 2/26 from 3 March 69 until termination of the operation. 

bo Enclosure 6, page 1~ paragraph 3, Change "aii to iiasHo 

Co Enclosure 6, page. 2~ paragraph 5. h. Add "(Treated aboard 
OKINAWA) II following iiffiM.1ARY· OF CASUALTY ST.A:TISTICS. iji 

2. The or igmator has taken comment regarding AIG assignment enclosure 
7, page l~ paragraph 1 of enclosure (1) for action. CTF 76 will make 
AlG 16 available to the ARG Commander in a timelymanner~ providing it 
is not already assigned. 

3. It is noted that rounds expended by OKLAHoo. CITY indicated in 
enclosure 9~ page 1~. paragraph 2~co of the Post Operation Report and in 
CTG 76.4 SITREP number 1~ DTG 0100l6Z MAR 69~ differ. Total rounds 
actually expended are. correctly indicated in the Post Operation Report 
(OKLAHCMA CITY 010954Z MAR 69 NOTAL refers). 

Certified to be a true copy: 

~~r" 
CW02. USN 

FO' W. CLIFT III 
Chief of Staff 
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UNItED STATES PACIFIC FLEEt 
COMMA~"DERSEVENtR F'LEET 

FrOllll: C<rm!ml~l'!ld~l!" SEVENTiIl Fb.eit 
To~ Comm~~del!" Amphlbi@~$ For~eD UoS. SEVENTH Fleet 

rF n /F'NM. g fl 
3500 
Sejf'~ N6=588 
27 M..."1 1l.969 

Ref ~ (8) COMFHIB«;R'C' ~aAa, COlilf ltl' ICARG ~!A1e !Nl ~ed 3500 eEl'!' on of 
1 Apdl 1969 

~b) (OHPHIlBFORSEVENll.'JIFLT :C:©lllif ltl' N312:CCN:gdrs 3500 S®lr 16/037 
of 19 April 1969 

1. Refel!"ett<1!es (d) and (b) h,lIVe been :r~l'vie:wed 8lliid are !ipprov®d £011'.' 
distributiolTh lAS If:,tl<1!IOIiIIIIineDded referen<e® ht) ~:U:h 8dditio!liliIJ arui ~orre©Uomlfs 
Imoted reference {b). 

CERTIFIED TO BE A TRllE COPY~ 

1{~---
CWO 2 1>. USN 

AUlJltllm w. ~LA:tm 
Asst Chief of Staff 
:tror PhlO!.s 
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COMMAJltR AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP ~A 
FPO San Francisco 96601 

CARG'A/Nl:kjb 
3500 
Ser 037 
22 April 1969 

From: COlnrnander Amph~b~ous Ready Group ALFA, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet 
To: Commander Amphibious Force, Uo S. SEVENTH Fleet 

SUbj: Operation EAGER PURSUIT II Post Operation Report; 
forwarding of (U) 

Ref: (a) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76 INST 3500.IC 

Enel: 

(b) JOlnt COMFIRSTFLT/COMSEVENTHFLT INST 3500.3/3500.8A 

(1 ) 
(2 ) 
(3 ) 
(4 ) 
(5 ) 
(6 ) 
(7 ) 
(8) 
(9 ) 

(10) 
(11 ) 
(12 ) 

Task Organization 
Inltiatlng Directive (Omltted) 
Chronology of Events 
Planning/Operations (For Demonstration) 
Intelligence (Omitted) 
Medieal/Loglstlcs 
Communicationt> 
Public Affairs (Omitted) 
Supportlng Arms 
Lessons learned (Omltted) 
Demonstration 
DistributIon List 

1. (C) Background. Amphibious Ready Group ALFA (ARG ALFA) had 
previously landed the Battallon Landing Team (BLT 2/26) for 
Operation EAGER PURSUIT by a heLicopterborne amphibious as­
sault in an area about 12 kilometers west of Danang on 1 March, 
1969. Although BLT 2/26 was chopp~d to Commanding General, 
FIRST r4arine Divisl..on lCG, FIRST fJIARDIV) at lS00H on 1 Ha.cch, 
ARG/SLF ALFA r'emalned in support for the rest: of Operat,ion 
EAGER PURSUIT. 

a. BLT 2/26 dld extensive search operations in their Area 
of Operations (AO) from 1 March ,to 7 Barch 1969 but no enemy 
contact was made nor any sighT.ing of the $nemy occurred during 
this' perlod. The BLT began moving overland the evening of 7 
Harch and assembled on 8 Harch at Liberty Bridge (coordinates 
AT ~25532) to conduct a search and destroy ope:tation on Go No1' 
Island. BLT 2/26 was chopped to T.he FIFTH Mari.ne Reglment' 
(FIFTH Marines) at 081830H March 1969 for operational control. 
Operation EAGER PURSUIT was terminated at 0800H on 10 March 
and Operation EAGER PURSUIT II started at that time, in accord­
ance with COMSEVEN'I'HFLT 090920Z MAR 69. 

2. eC) Concept of Operations. The concept of operations was 
to withdraw Battalion Landing Team 2/26 from the Operation 
EAGER PURSUIT AO and move them overland to Liberty Bridge to 
conduct search, clear, and destroy mlssions on Go NOl Island. 

a-3 
C310159 
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c& I A • IN 1 : J?jb 
3500 . 

CO]\JFIDENT IAL 

a. M.LSSlon. The mission of ARG/S·LY;:LFA was to_support 
BLT 2/26 ~n-country. The mlssion of BLT 2/26 was to advance 
from the wes~ern end of Go NOl Island to the railroad berm 
(North/South coordlnates BT 101 conducting search, clear, and 
destroy mlSSlons plus clear1ng trees, fililng bunkers, and 
removlng other obstructlons that could be of use to the enemy, 
after w1thdrawal of BLT 2/26. 

b. Executlon. The ARG;SLF supported BLT 2/26 by providing 
hellcopter troop lifts, medlcal evacuations, resupply, admln­
istration and 11a180n tl1ghts. All fl1ghts were only as far as 
An Hoa due to the lack of requlred armed gunships for escort. 

The BLT conducted search and destroy operatlons In their 
asslgned AO. Contact with the eIlemy was light, Ilmited primarily 
to sporadlc snlper fire and surprlse firing devices (booby 
traps). BLT 2/26 conducted an attack on Bao An Dong Ville 
(Chrlstmas Vlllage), lcoordlnates AT 9853) on 15 March with 
no reslstance encountered. 

Amphlb10US Ready Group ALFA conducted an AmphlblOUS Demon­
stratlOn on 16 March 1969 off the mouth of the Song Cua Dal. 
(Ampl1fled 1n 8nclo5u.rG (II)). 

On 17 Mal ;::.h the AHG/ SLF commenced ll.a1SOn with 111 MAF 
and FIRST HARDIV representatlves to coordJ.nate the tentatlve 
backload of BLT 226 on or about 24 March. 

Having reached the eastern boundary of theIr AO, Lhe rall­
-iL'(';rad beLm, by 19 ~'1alch, the BLT was w1thdrawn to the southwest 
on 20 March 1n preparatJon fo! a helo 11ft back to the ARG. 
The scheduled re(~mbarkation or BLT 2 26 was postponed at 1810 
on 22 March, when CG, FIRST MARDIV dlrected CO, FIFTH Mar1nes 
to repositlon the BLT back along the rallraod berm to serve 
as a blocking force for the .SlS'lt ARVN REGT conductIng a sweep 
from east to west on the eastern half of Go N01 Island. BLT 
2/26 moved back across the western half of Go Noi Island at 
night, to be 10 posltlon at ehe raliroad berm by the mornL~g 
of 23 March. 

The ARG/SLF ALFA commenced offload1ng BLT 2/26 cargo from 
USS OKINAWA and USS WINSTON on 24 March, from USB DULUT.fI on 
25 March and completed by off10adlng USS FORT MARION on 26 
March. The cargo was offloaded on a phased basls to prevent 
congestJ.on on the Ilml ted ramp stag.lng areas avallable .. 
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'rhe RLT was again ~l.thdrawn from the raill:oad berm on Go 
Nol. ISland on it> Match. On 27 March the fuur n.tle companies 
O~ BLT 2;26 were extracted by helicopteL dod returned to the 
USB OKINAWA. CommencIng at 280900Hthe rour rifle companies 
plus the Bdtt~l.Lon Headquarters of BLT 2/26 wele oftloadedo 
AppLox~mately one-haLt of the petsonnel were off loaded by 
helicopter and the remainder plus cargo and sea bags were 
otfiodded by boat the afternoon of 28 March. OpeLdtion EAGER 
PURSUI'r Ii ended at L200H, 28 Match 1969. HMM 362 tless Sl.X 

UR - 345 dnd assocIated personnel; were ottload~d at Phu Bal. 
on 29 MaL C'h. 

3. IC; Summar.y ot Execution: 

\1) Casualties: 
Friendly Enemy 

KIA 5 9 

WIA 60! 

\2J PeLsonnel captured/detained: None. 

(3) MaterIal captured: None. 

4. IC) ConcLusions. FOI ARG/SLF ALFA, Opetatl.on EAGER PURSU!'T 
11 WdS coruoat support of BLT 2;26 on a ~edlch, cleaL and destroy 
operatLon on Go Nol Island. 

~aJ' The operat1ons of ARG/SLF ALFAwere not economIcal 
SUPpv!t Q! BLT 2/26. 

(bJ An Amphl.bious Demonstration was planned to sl.mulate 
a landLng on the eastern end of Go Noi lsland with the fol­
lowing oOJectives: 

(1) Confuse the VC/NVA intoth~nkJ.ng an actual 
landlng was gOlng to take place to prevent thel.r escape 
lL0m the western end of Go No! Island dS BLT 2/26 advanced. 

(2; D1Slupt any tl.metables and schemes of maneuver 
t.hey mdY have planned to, t.he HOi An/An HOd area. dl.J.Ll.ng the 
TET ot!enSLVe peLl.od. 

ljJ To procure Naval Gun!lLe Support. ,NGFSJ dnd 
Close ALr Support (CAS) as a partial blockLng force for BLT 
2/26 to work against as they advanced across Go Nol. Island. 
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CARG ' A ' / Nl : k J b 
3500 

\4j T!d~n~ng for the ARG/SLF 1n plannLng and ex­
ecutln~ dn dmphLbiQus assault. 

(oj The cdpaD~lleles of ehe ARG weLe onLY d very mlllor 
lnlluenc~ Ln operdLl0ns of the BLT aieer i MdICh 1969. 

s. lUI Recommendatl.onso None" 

W. 6'TROUD 
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DECLASSIFIED 

TA§! ORgANIZArION 

Amphibious Ready Group ALFA 

ass OKINAWA (LFH 3) 
USS DULUIH (LPD 6) 
ass WINStON (LKA 94) 
ass FORI' MARION (LSD 22; 
IACRON ELEVEN ~ DEl' • .u.:'A 
UDT l1URtEEN" DEI ECHO 
B"U ONE" lEAM 'I'WELVB~ DEI FOXTR01: 
EMU ONE ~ DE I ALFA ONE 
ACU ONE ~ DE 1 AU'A 

Connnand and Special Operations Unit 

F lagsh1p Elemen t 
ass OKINAWA (LPH 3) 

Ia'tical Al.r ControJ. Etement 
IACRON ll~ DE'r ALFA 

Beach Reconnaiuance Element 
UD! rEAM 13 [' OJ!; I ECHO 

Special Operations Element 
BJU ONE~rEAM U~ DEI FOXIROT 

Iransport, Ana Defense Element 
ll'SS FORI' MARION (LSD 22) 

Naval Beach Party Element 
BM1J, DEI ALFA ONE 

Gunfire Su.pport: and Screen Unh 

Transport Unit 

ll'SS OK1:NAWA O .. PH 3) 
ass DULUTH (LPD 6) 
USS FORI MARION tLSD 22) 

Galtgo Unit 
U&S WINSI'ON ~LKA 94; 

Waterborne Control Unit 
USS FORI MARION (LSD 22) 

DECLASSIFIED 

CAPT Go Wo STROUD, USfi 
COMPHIBRON FIVE 

GAPI Go Wo SIROUD~ USN 
COMPHIBRON FIVE 

CAPT Ho Do WILLIAMS. IJSN 
~O~ ass OKINAWA (LPB 3) 

U:.DR It, Ho WALL., USN 
uin':'~ I'Ai:.RON 1.1. rDE.l &.:£iA 

.... lJG B" ~n) D~ER, U6NR 
vinCe UD1 13. DEI ECHO " , 

LI.jG Go fL GOnE.MvEL.L;ER~ lJ&NR 
0itlC~ BJU l.~ rEAM 121 DEI'F'!} 

~D:R Jo We FARLE'Y~ ui)Ni 
CO_ USS FORT MARION lL&D 22) 

Ll~G lio DoMEACRAMr(.JSNii. 
vlni:..,. SMU DE.I ALFA .1 

N,cnE a881gned 

{;Ar I Go W Q SIRe/UD ;,U::''N 
COMFHlBRON FIVE 

~,J I'Hii Ro J:lUNtEK USN 
-:;0 UbS WrNSION (LKA 94) 

CDR )'0 Wo FARLE't'~ USN 
CO~ ass FORI MARION (LSD 22) 

Endo8ure (1) 
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Heliborne Control Unit 
USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) 

USS DULUTH (LPD 6) 

Spedal Landing Force ALFA 

BU 2j26 
HMM 362 

2 
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• 
CAPT Ho Do ,WILLIAMS DOSN 
CO v USS OKINAWA {LfH $} 

COL Jo Fo McMAHON, USMC 
CO~ SLF ALFA 
L'!'COL Go Mo EDMONSON Q USMC 
LTCOL J o Eo SCHLARF~lJSMC 
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVEN!§' 

10 Maltch 1969 

au OBOOH~· Operation EAGER PURSUIT II began with ARG/SLF ALFA in 
support of Bll 2/26 0 

bo IG 76 0 4 at sea in assigned opareas off Danangc . 

.:1.1 March 19§2 

8 0 IG 76 0 4 anchored Danang Harboro 

b, erG 16 0 4 conducted liaison with III MAF on proposed demonstration 
and NGFS of BLI 2/26 0 

CO 1410H ~ erG 76 0 4 submitted to COMSEVENTHFLT a proposed plan for an 
ARG demonstration and NGFS for Operation EAGER PURSUIT !In 

do 1600H- IG 76 0 4 underway for assigned opareaso 

12 March 1969 

80 OSOOH - OKINAWA and FORI' MARION UNREP with USS CALIENTE (AO 53) 0 

bo CIG 76 0 4 conducted 11aison with HI MAF and FIRSt Marine Division 
on proposed demonstration o 

13 March 1969 

6.0 0900H-IG 7604 anchoud Danang Harboro 

bo CIG 76 0 4 conducted liaison with In MAr on proposed demonstration 0 

C u 1211H - Received from CG~ ll'U~.ST MARDIV iVno objection~V to proposed 
demonstration and NFGS o 

do 1930H- IG 7604 commenced getting undarway for alligned opare .. , 

1.4 March 19§2. 

ao 0950H- C"rG 76n4reclived from CG" II:.!: MAF I"no obj.e.Uo1\l~v tOI r:.c,nciuct 
demonlt ration 0 

H MaI'ch 1969, 

an 0700H - DULUTH and WINS'I'ON conductedlJPREP with USS 'tOLOVANA (AO 64) 0 

bn 0900H - OKINAWA and FOR'! MARION anchored Danang~ DULUTH and WINSTON 
anc.hored Danang Harbor on c.ompletion UNREP o 
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Co lOOOa" erG 7604 representatives conducted liaison visit and plannin$ 
conference with COo FIFTH Marines at: An Hoa concerning the proposed demonstutiono 

do 1548H- eTG 76 0 4 requested CGMSEVENIRFLT authority to execute proposf.d 
demonstlation r and tor CTU 70 0 8 0 9 to pr:ovide NEWPORt NEWS for NGP, 

2, ~630H ~ rG 76 0 4 underway for assigned opateuo 

L 2030H - GIG 76 0 4 issued basic OPORD 302~69 (DTG 151230Z MAR 69) for 
the proposed demonstration o 

16 ~rch 1969 

ao OSOOH ~ IG 76 0 4 conducted VERIREPiUNREF with USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS 3), 

bo 1332H - Received permission from eOMSEVENTH,LT to execute demonstradon o 

CO 134SH - '::onfimed H-Hour and L-Hour as 1535Ho 

do 1420H~' IG 76114 ardved in ana off mouth of Song Cua Dd River to 
conduct demonstration o 

e ~ 14 21H- i
', Land the Landing Force l , signalled by eIG 76 0 40 

L 1430·1.500R - USS NEWPORT NEWS (CA 148) conducted prep fire on 
limulated landinl zoneso 

10 15,SH'~ a-Ho'ln and L-Hour r La.nding elatt tun!.ed away 100 yal'dl from 
beach and heUcopun turned away at the beach line,,, 

h~ 1645H - Landini craft recov'.red~ 'rG 76 0 4 uft demonltration area 
to return tc IiIligne.d opaIta off Danang. 

17Mal>~h 1.969 .. -~ 
a" 0900H ··ro 76.4 anenona Danang Halbol o 

bo 1600H - 10 76.4 undlrway fet allign.a: opan&l, 

19 Marc.h .1969 
.".., --., 

a.n a&S OKINAWA provided heio haven for 11X eH 46 1
'1 and one CH 53. 

20 Matth.1969 

an 0800R ow OKINAWA and FORrMARION UNREE' with USiS IAL'OGA (Ae 62)~~pon 
completion anchored Danang HarboTo 

bo 0900R- DULU'IH and WINStON anchored Danang Rarboln 

en 1930H - tG 76.4 commenced getting underway for alsigned oparealo 
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21 March 1969 

a, 0900H = TG 76 0 4 anchored Danang Harboro ' 

bo IG 76 0 4 underway for assigned opareas prior to sunset, 

c., GKINAIolA provided Helo Haven for six CH 46 ~ s 0 

22 March 1969 

8., OlOOH - DULUTH and WINSTON conducted UNREP with USS MATTAPONI (AO 41)0 

b o OK~N!\.WA provided Helo Haven for four CH 46 vs o 

23 March 1969 

a o l330H - eTG 76 0 4 conducted liaison with NAVSUPPACT Danan.8",f6r" 
offload BLI 2/26 cargo and equipmento 

bo OKINAIolA provided Helo Haven for six CH 46 us o 

24 Mat'ch 1969 

ao 0630H ~ WINSTON and FORT MARION anchored Danang Harbor to commence 
offloading cargo from WINSTON, FORT MARION provided additional boats to 
WINSTON, 

b o 0930H - OKINAWA and DULUrH anchored Danang Harbor ~ DULutH provided 
boats to OKINAWA to commence off1oa.d~ additional boats provided from 
NAVS UPPAC I Danang 0 

c 0 OKINAWA~ DULUTH and FORT MARION underway for assigned opareas, 

25 Mar.£!t 1969 

ao OlOOH - WINSTON completed offload g underway for allilnea opar6a~ 

bo 0630H .... DULUTH and FOR'! MARION anc.hored Danang aarbox:' to commence 
offload DULUIH, FORt MARION provided additional boat. to DULUI'Ho 

CO 0930H - OKINAWA and WINS'ION an'chored Danang Harbor 0 NAVSUPPACT 
Dananl pI'cvidad boaU to .lItlt: offloadingo 

a" 0630H ·IG 76.4 anchored Danans Harbol~ completed offload FOR!' MARION~ 
WINS'ION and DULUTH. 

bo t200H .. DlrLU'IR~ WINSTON~ and FORT MARION underway for Ta:i.wano 
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IC 0 1330H·~ OKINAWA underway for assigned oparea o 

8 0 OlSOH - OKINAWA backloaded the four rifle companies of BLI 2/26 
by helic.optero 

bo 13:30H ~ OKINAWA UNREP with CALIENTE o 

28 March 1969 

aD OKINAWA offloaded two companies of BLT 2/26 by helicoptero 

bo 1200H ~ Operation EAGER PURSUIT !I ended o 

CO BOOH - OKINAWA anchored Danang Harbor and completed offload BLT 2/260 

29 Mar~h 1969 

ao 0845H - Commenced offload HMM 362 at Phu Ba1 0 

bo InOH ~ Completed offload HMM 362 (less six UH~34~s and associated 
peI80nnel)0 
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P~ANNING/OPERATIONS 

A, PLANNING FOR AMPHIBIOUS DEMQJ'STRATION. _ 4Uo&A _ 

1. (C) The plan f'or an Amphiblous Demonstra.tion to support BLT 2/26 on Go Noi 
Island was developed within ARG/SLF ALFAo the concept was forwarded to COMSEVENtHF~T 
on 11 Ma.rch 19690 After liaison conferencea with III MAr on 11 and 12 March ana 
wi th FIRST MARDIV on 12 March. a "no obj ection II was r.ecti ved on 14 March from 
CG. III MAF, On 15 March ARG ALFA representatives proceeded to .An HoI. for a 
liaison and planning conference with CO ~ FIFTH Ma.rine Regiment and his repreaentati vee ,. 
Details worked out at this conf.rence were i 

&, eTG 76,.4 would reCluest NGFS to be on st&tion a.nd fire La.ncUn, Zone (LZ) 
prep fire from l61430H to l61500H on simulated LZ 's, 

b ,) CO~II"IF'rH Marines would requelilt CAS to be on station a.t l61500H to 
complete the preparation of' the landing zonea for the simulated landin". 

c, CSLF would furni5h Air Observer (AO) from 8L1 staff,. (CTG '79,4 had 
concurred in this previouslyl,. 

do Simul .. ted La.nding Zones (LZ 'I s) would be; primary LZ at coordinates 
BT 056548 and a.lternate LZ at coordinarcu B'r 035545, 

e, The NGFS Ship and CAS a.ircratt would be under control of CO ~ FIFTH 
Marine FSCC and TACC. 

2 (. (c 1 CTG?6. 4 $ubmi tted final plans for the Amphibious Demon" tration and request 
for NGFS to COMSEVENTHFLT. CG~ III MAF and CTU 70,.8.,9 at 151S48H Much 1969, 
(eTG 76,4 150148Z March 1969), 

30 (cJ After some rapid exchangea ot menaseIJ a.round noon on 16 March due to a 
Hnon_deliverylV ~ (Of the melS&,_ referred to in para.,r&ph 2 above) I permilillion 
va.. received to conduct the demonstration and cru 70,,869 delisna.ted the use NEW­
PORT NEWS (eA 148) to conduct the NOF, 
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MEDICAL/LOGISTICS 

A., MEDI C&, _ ne..!lilil"!m~ 

lo (cj Opera.tion EAGER PURSUIT II began on 10 March 1969 ~ and ended on 28 
Ma.roh 1969 , The opera.'t1.on was conducted in I Corps in Quang Nam Province, 
The ARG provided medical support for :routine and priority MEDEVACS" 

20 (e) 'TIle Ready Group .:onsisted of USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) t USS DULUTH (LPD 6), 
USS WINs'rON (LKA 94) and USS FORT MARION (LSD 22) The sU,pported battalion 
was BVI 2/26 with HMM 362 providing vertical support I) 

3" (C,l The USS OKINAWA vas designated a i:asualty receiving ship,. Medical 
Officers onboard conai.ted of ~ 

ao SURG,reAL rE~ 

(1) CDR ;j" 'J 0 RYSKAMP ~ Jr'I, Oine 
(2) LCDR Eo H" WIDEL1~ Jr, 
~3) LCDR Mo C, SHESKEY 
~ 4) LT B" C" Mo BAH 

b ~,s MEDICAL...QFFICE!j 

~ 1) L'T H, D" HICKEY 

C (, CLEARING PL~~OCN 

(1) LI' Go E. HARP 
( 2) LT L ROUBAl 
(3) 1'1' J 0 W 0 WALL,ACE 

-.11 l'TJJ J c TEDFORD 

e, FLIGH'r SURGEON ,. - --
( 1) 12DR Vu Lo FOLICH 

4, l C) Moat o~' the MEDEVACS were routine liick-call problema and moat oaaualtlu 
were of a. routine and priority nature while all emergency MEDEVACS were moved 
to in~cc1Jli.try MEDEVAC tacili tie' via the in-coi,;,Otry MEDEVAC p&ok, 

5,(C) Or. JLO Mar::h 1969~ a. request ~ ... received f'rom the Hospital Ship REPOSE fCl)r 
blood donors due to the shortage of blood a.t NSA Hospital. Danango The USB 
OKINAWA Q Medical. Department drew sixty-three (63) units of whole 'clQod~ typed 
the blood and did serology teata on eaoh unitt and &ent the blood to the REPOSE 0 

6" (C) Casualtl St,atisll£!~ 

1.0 ~" At the beginning of the operation forty-nine (49) units of wh91f: 
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blood were on hand trom Operation EAGER PURSUITo This blood was returned to 
NSA Dana.ng Hospi t 8.1. three d~s la.ter when it expired, During; the operation ~ 
sixteen (16 ; units of blood. were drawn x'rom donors on the ship" Foul." ( 4) units 
were tl'&nsf\""E::d~ cne \ 1) unit. was destroyed~ and at t,he conclusion of the opera­
tion eleven !'.11~ units were rema.ining in the Blood Bank, 

b ~~L2F" .:2ASUAL"rY S'r.A.TlS'I'1£2 

~ 1: T':'~AJ:~. CASUAL'r~ES RE;:;ElVED 

Ii b) Wounded in Actior.1 ~WIAj 

(c. KUled in Ac~ior. \KIA) 

\d! D;:'ed of Wounds tDOW) 

91 

50 

35 

6* 

o 

-NCTE~. \)neof the 6 KIAls noted here was killed on 9 March 
durmg EAGEr. FURSUI'r but was not brought e.board OKINAWA until 10 March and is 
therefore shown I.Ulder ;;;a.aua.ltiea received by the Surgice.l 'Team as a KIA during 
EAGER PURSUH :...:.. 

I a:, lUO 
~.j..:t.l Liarrhea. 

\.e:'.~ Sprain 
(d) Dent al 
\ I~ I Oenlt, .. l ... Urlnary 
\ 1;: Ccr.:t l:Ii i. en 
19 Abcess 
\ h Back Pain 
(~ Dermathis 
j ~ Burns 

('k) HematemeSlS 
1\1 ;,."I'oniiHtis 
\;tn..; N'europsychiatric 
(n) 'Chancroid 
(0'1 Abbie lon 
~p) Straln Liianlente 
( q ,I Gun. Shot 'Wound (Accide:r..ta.l 
~ r) Melena 
(, s) Heat E.x.ha·.JL5tion 
( t) Lacerat10n 
(u) Stomatitis 
(v) Gaitroenteritll 

( 3 CO~A:r £~!L~IES 91;ASSlfEP 

(a) MISSILE WOUNDS 

2 
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4 
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4 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
J. 
1 
1 
1 
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1 
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a. .. Ma.j c ,( 

(!y 81 te :, Major Wounds Only 

(8.1 Lowe r Ext remi ty 
',i.~) Upper Extremity 
\ c) FacE'· 
l.9: i Neck 

7 

4 
3 
1 
1 

'. a 1.1 Lett he.:!l.. 1 
IbJ Left Ca . .l,::;a.nsus 1 
tel Right Femur 2 
;~) Rl.ghtI'i b 18. 1 
,!) #2.,3,4 & > Meb,tersals 1 

L -

(,£) N:.se 

..e.. Minot 

Burn 
Spraln 
Puncture (Shck 

1 Maj or 
2. M1nor 

I d" MAJeR SURGICAL E-R0CED2~.~ 

1· Repa.ir Left Bracblal Artery 
2, BcK, Am.putatlon :-eft Foot 
].. Debridement Compound Fracture 

Right Fem.ur 
.:;.,. Debridement GSW Right Lee; 
5" Removal Bone Fragments LeftF'oot 
6(. D~bridement S/W Face 
L Debridement S/W Neck 

I,}eneral 
Spinal 
Block 
Local 
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25 
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1 
1 

9 
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. 

.I. 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

4 
4 
3 
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1. 1.," .;.,t.: d & Rel€6.s<a d 
2, AdnUtted to Sick Bay 
J." Discharged to Duty 
.. , 'rn.nsfe1"red.· 
5' Died of vlound6 

DECLASSIFIED 

6, Rema.ining in S.ic:k Eay End of 
Operation 

43 
48 
21 
18 
o 
3 

It 6 KiA IS 'Tra.r~sfeaed fer Care of the Dead 

E., .k;;;GIS"r1C~ 

1 Mi.~,n:e'\i,anr.;.e USB DULUTH tLPD 6 req~il'ed divers servioes to pluS number 
ont;' and numbe;-t'Wo boiler bottom. blow lineso SerYices were provided by UDT 
personnel EmbarkEd. on USS FORT MARION (LSD 22), 

2" ii ~ '. RE:l?leni6hm~ A total of 12 replenishments were conduoted during thi. 
period~ ten were alongside l'eplenishments and two were VElITREPo 

SHIP 

CAl.!ENIE ,J.>.J 53;: 

KLC/vANA A0 6J+ ) 

NIA"ARA FALLS (AFIS 

TALUGA AO 62) 

$'!'TAPC~I tAu ,4i. 

CAlIENT~ (AO 53) 

DATE 

12 MAR 

1'5 MAR 

3) 16 MAR 

20 MAR 
23 MAR 

, 
21 MAR 

NSFO' 

190;424 

10 1,357 

193~609 

168~620 

105.759 

!Y~ JP';'2~ PlIOVISIONS STQ.RE...§. 

19,,000 1~244 

5505 SIT 

... 3 ~OOO 

It NSFO; AvGAS and JP~5 quantities in gallcns <, 
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,£OMMUNI CA:rIONS 

i." Ope,rat iCln EAGER PURSUIT II did not reQ.uire the promulsation of a 
~oJl'lll' .. uni~a.ticn6 Annex" Communications were in accordance with the Operation 
EAGER PURSUIT Annex NOVEMBER and eTG 76.4 OPLAN' lOlA-6g" 

b" EM,;,;)N wa; not let durin, any portion Of this opera.tion, 

>c" Dur,ing off ... load operation. in Danang Harbor ~ mutual radio interference 
was encountered with elements of the FIRST Marine Air Wing on 3502 MHZ and 
36,3 MHZo Thue oircuits were being used tor boat operationl and 'beach control" 
'Ihis situation W&I reported 'by CTG 76,,4 melBage DTG 241S40Z MAR 69" CINCPACFLT 
messa..e DTQ 262l01Z MAR 69 in reply .. ta.t.d III MAE had priority ule of the .. 
t reQ.uer.~des ( It i8 recommended that, required :f're~uenoi .. be .. liened permanent,ly 
to th(' ARGo for exclusive Ult on thele circl.1itl t, 

2 (C) S!!iI.l.~,r.emenFtI versu. aautl, 

a, " Due to the limited Icope of thia operation ~ equipment aSleta were more 
thar. adequa.te t;, fulfill requirement., 

3" (C' !!!.,a.e1e.J'l"eg.uencies i 

au Frequenc leS were a~equat. ana. uu'ole in all lipectruml except VHF( rM) and 
UhF" Due to the topography of the AOA 1iLIld. Dana.ni Harbor ~ comm.unicat.ionl were 
diHuptedwhenever 'the naSlilhip wu north o:t' Dan&t1i Harbor and attempted com .. 
municatlng wlth unitlil within the harbor or albort, 

4,(C' Crritograihic Systems, 

a,·, Adequate!:qptosraphic Iyatems were a.vailable throu,hout the operation, 
USKAK 219 was net used In order to avoid. conflict with systems employed by 
Navy and. Marine operatorl" 

;, \ C" ~ Iv Resuii1y.; 

a .. , No requeltl for RfS dravs were placed with the EPIO during the time 
fra.m.f, of 'the operatlonu 

6, (C I rraItic Load versus Circuit and Personnel. Aval,l.i.!:.qitl: 

ato .rhe traI'I'ic load encountered in the operation did not overtax the 
availac.i.e Clr~Ul. t anetl or caUle any major increase in personnel c:ommi tUnti" 

a" rhe NAVCOMMOPNET Orest .. termination wu excellent throughout tbe 
operation" Occasional outas .. vere due to men alott. Ihip v 8. power failure. ana. 
equipment failure r, 
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a., Fleet broadcast reception was excellent throughout the operationo 
Missing numbers were normally procured from ships in compa.ny~ CTF 76 flagship~ 
Amphibious Ready Jroup BRAVO~ or NAVSUPPACT Danang without resorting to NAVCO • .:rA 
Philippines, The Low Frequency Broadcast of 86 KHZ wu successfully copie<3" . 

9 0 t c j . Eg,uipment Reliabili ty ~ 

ao COmmMnica.tlons were ¥e~ reliable and minor outages vere corrected as 
. they occurred" 

10 ( .< C) Landl ns For;;!. . Problema ; 

a, A teletype loop between the Flagship's Comunication Center and Troop 
Operations vaa used to pa.ss emba.rked Marine" s tr&:f':t'i~ to them for reproduction 
&1 the Me.rines uQ.ulred" This greatly r6duced ships inhouu messe.ge tilJl,e and 
backlog 0 

11. < c' Covered Voice t 

aoThe KY=8 for covered voice was used on the Maneuvering and Warning 
Circuit i Reporting Circuit ~ and seven.l MU:!.ne drcuiti end no ma.jor difficulties 
occurredo 
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SUPPORTING ARMS 

i) (Gj Oudng Operation EAGER PURsun II tacUcal Air Control Center 
(IAC(,) radie nets were established and manned in accordance with Annex 
BuIEL of erG 76 0 4 OFORD 301,·690 Constant communications were maintained 
with lSI MAW~ while tlte remaining nets were monitored o 

2, (0 All radio circuits weI'S monitored dl.llI'ing the Amphibious 
Demonsnation in the vicinity of Go Noi Island on 16 Malc,h, 

J" tGI Additional radio nets were manned during the period that 
Dan,ang wae under high threat of rocket at tack o 'I'hese nets included 
MEDEVAC Common and the medical net between III MAP and the Hospital Ships, 

4" lyl lhe TACe relayed numerous messages between 1ST MAW and erG 
i9,,4colJ:llcelning helo missions andJ:'equest8o Several times~ duxing the 
penod cf 19-23 March while Marble Mountain was under high threat of 
!,Qc'kU atta:ck~ the lACe ptOCelliedI'equests from lSI MAW for the USS 
0KiNAW.I\ to' Ulve as iVhelo haven vu for CH~46IJ & and CH~53 II e:i 

)" \ l.) lcta.l flight operations siJ:atistC'l.a fOl: the cperation were ~ 

Sorties 
Tuks 
Passengers 
Cal go 
Hours 
MEDEVACS 

V45 
425 

J 7],4 

51,,0 .l'ons 
165,,0 

10 
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DEM~STRATION AND NAVAL GUN FIRE SUPPORT 

1, \ C) ARG ALFA conducted an amphibicus assault demonstration off the 
mouth of the Song Cua Dai using helicopters~ landing craftp and Beach 
.lwt'.pu Unit ~ommunications dri'F1t6tMa!r!chlo'.l Tlle{liieilions'tratiOnntt"al'Y.ltti:6u;'a:r; 
dUlgned te disrupt the enemy '1 s timetable and tc hinder his possible 
.ittem.pts to withdraw eastward from the western end of Go No1 Island o . 

aa ass NEWPORT NEWS provided naval gunfire support by firing 
landing zone prepUres on simulated landing zones from l430H to 1500Ho 

:;imulated landing zones were on the eastern end Go RoJ.. Islando The 
primary Landing Zone (LZ) wa. at coordinates BT 056548 and the alternate 
Ll at coordinates BT 0355450 Combat Air Support (CAS) was on station 
at 1.500H but not used due to poor visibilityo 

bu The waterborne ship-to-shore movement of the demonstration was 
art the mouth of the Sons Cua~ Dai~ ;" 'Th • .r,be'~II1an&·was twO'l~thC\UI.ftd'li')tards 
long and five hundred yards wide extending from the center of the Line 
of Departure (LOD) at Grid coordinate BT 235595 along axis 220 degrees 
uuen The pes made maximum display of boats by having them move back 
and fO'rlth in a column acrosa the LOD and then turn toward the beachp 
down the boat lane in a corpen movement o Wave one consistea: of t.he 
wave guide commanter and a1x LCM8 Q s~ wave two consisted of the wave 
glJli.de commander ~ five LCM6 v a~ and the heavy salvage boato BlOate:. 
p~oceaded in a column down the boat lane to simulate an approach for 
goinglJlP the river for a landing~ only to turn away 81 dinc.tedby 
pcs at H-Hour (1.535H) 0 

c" The hel1c.opter Ihip-to-ahore movement of' the demonltl:ation 
.. ~n&ute.d of 12 hel:1copter airborne and orbiting over the LPH then 
tnakin, their approach toward point JASPER (~oo'Jtdin.t.. B'r22'OS7'O~ ~ 
lhe hi.U<.:~pt.uI t:u~nR"iaway 'at: po1t\t'"I'IflIft1~at L-H\)ur (l,-Hour "153311\r 

do l'he Beach Jumper Unit conducted communications 1n Une with 
their ptimary million for a period of 1 0 5 houno 

eo Ihe SLF ALFA Air Ob .. rv·er and close air 'Ilpport aircraft were 
on. &tation at 1430H and 1500H relpectlve1y blUt ututned to base. due to 
pOOt v i&ibi,lity , 

)., \ (.) V15ibil1ty on the afternoon of' 16 Match 1969 WI.I limited to 
abO!Uit two mUla dUI to han" the efflcti:vI,nell of t'he demonltration 
WaD udlltced dUI to the poor .,,,hibiHtyo Commanding General r FIRS'!' 
M6dne Diviiionr:eported no unulual enemy movement C! naction that 
could be d1.Iactly attributed to the. demonltntilODu 
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DlSTRMUrION tISt. 

G1NGPACFL I 
{;OMSEVENIHFLI 
COMPHIBF AC 
GUMeHLBFORSEVENmFLT 
CGc. FMF'&EVENIHF'LT 
CG c F'MF'P AC 
C()MFHIBl:RArAG 
CG~, LANF'uRIRACClMPAC 
CDc. NAVPHLB5COL p CORONADO 
C0MfHIBGRU 0NE 
COMtHIBGR[J'IHREE 
l.liMPHIPRON ONE 
COMPHIBRON I'HREE 
C0MFHIBRON FIVE 
COMPHIBRON SE.IlEN 
WMf-HIBRON NiNE 
GOMPH1BRON ELEVEN 
v0MLAN6HiPFLvT ONE 
GOMIACGiW ONE 
COMNAVSPEGWARGRUPAC 
COMNAVBEAGHGRU ONE 
CU, BJU 0NE 
CO~ ACU ONE 
C1J~ .sHU ONE 
o..lNC SMU ONE WP' DEI 
OlNG ACU ONB WP DEI 
orNG WP DEI' NAVSPECWARGRU 
OINe NAVBEACHGRU ONE WP DEI 
OING NAVSECGRU WP DEI 
CO I' laG RON ELEVEN 
CO" UDT IHiRIEEN 
USA C&GSC;. PI LEAVENWORI'H~ KANSAS 
OINC NAVIACDOCACT 

CINCPAC 
rCOMUSMACV 
COMNAVFORV 
CG~ HI MAI' 
CG~ V MEF 
CG~ lSI MARDIV 
CG" 3RD MARDIV 
CG. 5TH MARDIV' 
C~ IS! MAW 
eNO (OP'09B9; HIS'IORICAL DrVo 
CMC 
COMf'RIBLANT 
CG~ FMPLM-l'! 
PRES 0 NA'VWARCOL 
CMCS QUANI'I'(;O ~ VA 
CHAIRMAN AWB COMPHIB'IRALANT 
CG ~ LANFORI'RACO~I' 
CO~ NAVPHlBSCOL~ l.U"ILE CREEK. 
COMPHIBGRU TWO 
COMPHIBGRU FOUR 
COMSERGRO IFtREE 
CTG 73 0 5 
eTG 70 0 8 
elF lLiS 
crG 7604 
CTG 76,,) 
CIG 7904 
CIG 19,,5 
CO~BLT 2/.26 
CO" HMM 362 
CO, OBS OKINAWA LPH J) 
e(i~ USS FuRl MARION (LSD 22) 
CO, USS DaLUIH (1.1:D 6) 
co;) us:; WINSTON (LU 94) 
CO, [ISS NEWPORI NEWS (eA 148) 
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,~ ,~"". r."":'!r.~~ !'"J~ ... I"r.-". ... {t'; n 
, COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS FORCE .~'~ i; : .~. .: :,,' ., " .:, : :: £;~ ;~ 

UNITED STATES SEVENTH FLEET C~ , '.~;. '.'" . ,,',,;, ~;,:\ ~ 
FPOSAN FRANCISCO, 96601 - ...... -1,.; ' ... ~ Li,,;,~' •. ;,';0 'J d t,;.'; ~:~~ 

N314:RHL:gds 
3500 '. ~ 
Sel!:' ,76/ . 0 b ,. 
S JUN1969 

CONFIDENTIAL - Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (I) 

From: Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet 
To: Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA, ,. 

U.S. SEVENTH Fleet 

Subj: EAGER PURSUIT II Post Operation Report; 
approval of (U) 

Ref: (a) Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA Itr 3500 
ser 037 of 22 April 1969 

Encl: (1) 

(2) 

Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet 
Itr ser 76/0450£ 8 May 1969 
Commander U.S. SEVENTH Fleet ltr ser N6-589 of 
27 May 1969 

1. (U) ,Reference (a) is approved for distribution upon 
completion of corrections as required by enclosures (I) 
and (2). 

2. CU}, E!lclosures (1) and (2) may. be made enelosures to 
or distributed with the corrected Post' Operation Report 
if desired. 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
COMMANDER SFNEN'l'H FLEET 

From: {;olml.ilnder S[:V~~N".rn Fleet 
To: C()'nnlvil!'!lder AmphiMous Force, U.S. SEVENTH FleElt 

,'Ii' I? /J!!'NM:hv 
3340 
:Se~:c: N6"'589 
2' M?lJ ),969 

Ref: (;,) rOMFFlIBRKADYGRU"A'! COl!'lf ltr CARC"Aj'/Nl :kjb 3500 "iitl!1" 037 d 
22 Apt'j 1 1969 

(b) COMPHIBFORSEVi-.N"rnF't.tConf It I' N31:RHL:gds 3500 B,er 76/045 
(J f 8 l1i1Y 1 96 9 

(c) CTG 76.4 MSG DTG 270010Z MAR 69 
(d) eTG 79.4 MSG DTG 221416Z MAR 69 

1. Reference.s (,I) and (b) have been reviewed .~nd are ':ipproved f'D!' jhtd.b1:)ti(()~ 
q; rec:on'mended C'Pi;ex'en(';e (,'I) with corrections and comments itlotted referen~e ' 
(b) subject to the fol1owing~ 

il. P,use 3 f Pdr'~l5r;iph 3 - tbe enemy eas\u·lty SUWll<lryItH.lte.d ,·~g'lt't""i:il.lllt'h 
!:'ef~rence (c), but does not t'eflect results reported reference (d). A 
reeoneiliatiC1l"1 1.:.1' tht.s conflicting enemy killed in action count is required. 

CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY: 

1?f~ 
CW02, USN 

ALPINE W. McLANE 
Asst Chief of Staff 
for Plans 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

From~ ConmanderAmphibious Foree, U. S. SEVEN1H Fleet 
To~ Camnander SEVENIH Fleet 

N31:RI-ll.:gds 
3500 
Ser 76/045 
8 ~y 1969 

SUbj~ EAGER PURSUIT II Post Operation Report; forwarding of Cu) 

Enc1: (1) COMPHIBREADGRU ALFA itr 3500 ser 037 of ~2 April 1969 
(5 copies) 

10 (U) Camnander Amphibious. Force~ U. S. SEVENIH Fleet concurs 
with the contents of enclosure (1) except as' noted below~ 

a. Page 1~ add under Ene1: "(12) DIS'IRIBUI'IOO LIST'o 

b. Page 1~ last sentence,paragraph loao g change "090902Z" 
to read "090920Z". 

c. Page 2p paragraph. 2.b. pnext to the last sentence~ change 
"9835" to read "9853". 

20 (C) The originator .. has. previously taken action concemiI;lg 
assignment of circuits:£or,'exclusive use by the ARGas' recOJTl!lended 
in enclosure 7 j page l,paragraph.l.coj of enclosure {l)o TWo VHF 
frequencies have been assigned to CTG 76.4 for exclusive 'use as approved 
by CG III MAP. 

CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY~ 

q~ 
002, USN 

F .. Wo CLIFT III 
Chief of Staff 
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COMMANDER ~HIBIOUS READY GROUP ALFA 
FPO San Francisco 96601 

CARG'A'/Nl:ft 
3500 
Se:c: 020 
13 May 1969 

C0NFIDEN'r IAL 

ro: 

SUOj: 

Ret: 

Enol: 

L 

Com:cnatldet' Amphibious Ready Group ALFA, IL S. SEVENTH 
E'J.a.::. t 
Cvmrtunde:~ Arr.phi.bious Force, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet 

Op~£~ti0n EAGER PURSUIT III Post Operation Report: 
f~rw~Idlng ~i (U) 

(.:. > 
\b 

'li 
;2:: 
iJ) 
{4 '; 
~ !,) ) 

\6 
In 
\b) 
~ g, 

1101 
" ltl 
i;U:, 

COMPJ:IIB£o'URSEVEN"rHFLT!CUl"E' 76 INST 35000 lC 
,J'Jint:: COMFIRST}I'LT!COMSEVENTHFLTINST 3500. ,3/3500. SA 

'l'''::lk Or~anJ.J;cltion 
In~tlating D~rective (Omittedj 
CiHonolo';ry vi E'II'entlS 
fo.l.d.nniug/Ope:c.at.ions (Omitt.ed) 
:Lntl;il,rJ.J.g~.lC~ (Omitted I 
M.d~~dl/L~giatics 
CVl[LlnUH 1 co. t.l.ona 
?,lollC A1U .. J.!S (Omitt.E:d'J 
6LIPPO! b,ng Arins 
LeS:dOl1S Ledl: l'H:lId (Om.!. tted) 
o tJH:H , rOinll.tt.::d) 
D.i & tt .. 'bu. t lOll 

Ou the return of ARG ALFAto 1 Ci":"J::ps 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

(1) Support rendered included sending two HMM-362 
hel1cop~e!b ~n-country dally to FIRST Marine Division (FIRST 
MARDLVj as Command c.nd Contr:ol aircratt. Thlee add~tionCll 
airctatt We.ere assign.ed to FIRST MARDIV each day as courier 
aiIc!att., .L l was not necessa'J::y to! USS OKINAWA to provide 
heio hg,\le.n dULing 'the opeI'ation . The: first MEDEVACS were 
recel.ved uvrn in-COitlntt'yon 21 Apt'il and a total of seven 
were received and treated dlltinq the operation. 

(2) On 24 Aprl.l elements of BLT 1/26 began embarkation 
with the final elements embalking shot'tly after Operation 
EAGER PURSUIT III 'was terminated at 260800H. 

4" ~C) Conc'iuSl.ons. 

Cl, The mission ot ARG/SLF ALFA in EAGER PURSUlT 111 was 
to provide helicopter' SUppOLt to III MAF. In this e:t:f:olt 
HMM-362 flew 1274 so:a:ties for a total of 370 hours. The 
operation is considered s~ccessful in that all support 
t'equt!sted by' III MAt wal provided by ARG/SLF ALFA. 

b, Seven MEOEVACS were brou,qht, to ilnd treated by USS 
OKINAWA ,rhiB pha .. e 11 alao consider'ed Bucce8.flJ1 in that 
all eervicea requested »y III MAF were provIded by ARG/SLF 
ALFA r;".:;i.l.lt.ies. 

c. HaLo h4ven, although avai14ble, waa not Iequesled 
by Lr! MAE' 

d. Ai tho'ugh the m.lllilonwaliil accomp!i,hed, its ttCvpCi 
was too t\cli.tOW to make full use of 8.1.1. ARG/SLr ALFA ,Ui:H:ltS. 

4. Rec.:;rru.!!.ellda L~. None. 
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CGNFIDE?l'r iAL 

T&: 76,4 (',1 

TU 16.4 2: 

TU 76.4.3 

TU 7t.4 ,.4 

DECLASSIFIED 

TASK ORGANIZATION 

A:r..pnibl')C(3 Rea.dy Gr:Jup ALF'A. 

U6S vK:':i'L"..WA. '. LPrl :3 '; 
USS DJi.U!·!i ("LPD 6, 
u8G W':;:N6'l'CN \ LKA 94) 
U8S Ji'0R1' MARiON (LSD 22) 

; A.pr G, \of. STRDu.:) ~ USN 
:'::'HrliI:a~1·:"N FIVE 

LiSb .L'::'r,J:tiuA (LSD 26; ~ Ex.;.:ept from 180001H t;:) 

201442H APR 69) 
rACn01~ E::"'EvEN DE'! ALFA 
UD'l' 'lJl.IRTEEN DE'l' ECHO 
BJU ONE 'IEAMFwELVE DET FOXTROT 
BMU ONE DEI' ALi"A OkE 
ACU:..NZ 0E'I l;iFA 

J:i ..L;"€,SILip E.J.·c;iT.erlt 
-USB \JK~N~4.·wA 

Td.,:";"w::;.l Al.r CO),t...~o:.. :E!olcmetlt 
'!AC:R:j,', .J::':::Si:N DEi ALtA 

~~.~~,~; ~p~~~~:~a~ Eism~nc 

£;" d • .Ji;i:'. ltAli\ 1wE;LV~ D3:1' ji'",i..IRGl 

I'[J,~:~f:: ~J...i .':-';' ~.:.r (,~ De fer,,:;"f:; E.J..enJe.J.l. 
Ljl:)i:' i. _,i'~{lh:TJ.'-\ ,) :,·oD ,~6) 

Mii.F.10:tii t ....,.3D 2~! 
- 2U14'+c.:H 1 

Nava.}. BE-~ch ?a£ty El::~rrlc:n.t. 

.3ML '.Jl~b vE'.C ;':DJ'!'_4. 'JNE 

0bS ~K~~AWA :~~ff S· 
US3 :J-iuUIR ~ LiD 6:; 
USS ".L'v.tL. UGA (LSI; cb) / 
tY8~ B\)i\1 lilA~~iJn '" :,.oD 22.1 

Cargo Unit 
USB wINSTUN (LKA 94) 

'IT at e r'b or 1'1<0: Cont roi Un it. 
USS 'TCRl'UGA ; LSD 26 j 

USS F0R'I MARl;)i.';' '" LaD 22) 
~L8aODLH - 20i~42H) 

DECLASSIFIED 

JAfT G ,w, S·rROUD ~ -U~l~ 

CUMPRIBRON FIVE 

CAPT H.. D" WILLiAMS, USN 
CD ~ USS OKINAWA (LPH j) 

LCj)~ R. Ho WALL, USN 
Oine. TACR0N lJ." JEI' ALF'A 

L.l':JO B" f' 0 DYER 0 'wSNR 
Gin:; lIDT 1.3, DEl' JI:CHG 

E1'IS .r'" L. HOWAitD, USNrl 
0:"110, BjTJ 1 TEAM E tET FvXT'RO'l' 

(';LR .~: 0.' .,v JGEL. J:r~, USN 
C~j ~ ~36 .: .~RI'-uGA \ .uSD .. 0 

CDf<: J > iN, r'ARLE X: USN 
'.,v,' 06S FORI MARlOi~ (...,3D 22 j 

;:;.r':'-C; H" B" MEACHAM, U6NR 
JinC. BMU 1 DE'): ALl"A 1 

lkile A6signed 

GMT (~o 'vi, S'.i:ROUi);, USN 
C-:;jvfPiLLBRGN Fn'E 

CAPT 'IR" R. HUNTER, USN 
CO~ USS WINSTON (LKA 94) 

CDR O. J 0 VOGEL, ,:;R" > USN 
CJ~ USB TGRTUGA ,LSD 26) 

CDR J. W, FARLEY, USN 
CO. USB FORT MARION (LSD 22; 

Enclosure (1) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

TU 76.4.5 Heliborne Control Un~t 
uas OKINAWA (LPH 3) 

DECLASSIFIED 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

eAP'r H. Do WILLIAMS ~ USN 
CO~ USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) 

~JL w. c. DOTY~ USMC 
-:0" 81:;;' ALFA 
l:.I'C'):L, ;;. E. SCHLARF ~ USMC 
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CON~lDEN'TIAL 

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

i6 AEld. 1969 

<i OtsOOH - Commenced Ope:ration EAGER PURSUIT III in d,Cuor,;ctJnoe 
witn COMSEVENTHFLT 140332Z APR 69, l 

0. 080uH - COITIITlo;nced backload of HMM-362 off Phu Balo 

c, 1200H CTG 79.4 assumed OPCON of HMM-362. 

d " l~OOH - Bac.ki.;ad HMM-362 completed on boa:t:d USS OKINAWA 

d O)jOH - TG76,4 sh~ps ancholed 1n Danang harbor LO 
lQad catg~ ~i BLT i/~6, 

b. USS F'ORT MARION d1.veltedto ella Viet to! LCN-a lift 
tc, Dana!lg, 

c 080UH - 088 rORrUGA cltl~aded an LCU and two LeM-a's 
ot ACU ONE 0et ALBA ~n Dan~ng Hatbor. 

ct. :900H - U.s::) DO.LurH a~;slJmed t.:i:1cd:a. .. commcmd Cl \JoSS 
TORTUGA ~!1d P coct'!E:dt:!d t.o UNREP "'ith lIdS "rALUGA. BMLl ONE Dt: l 
ALF'A ONE C+':'1Lldi fled ..rl Oan6.119 t:J aas.ii:itUSS WINSTON W.I. th Oa(..l<.­
tU<.id:n':l' 

J. 8 Ae" l.!:. 1. 51 0 9 

~. 000LH - lIdS TORTUGA deie~ed f,~m TG 76.4 and p,~~eeded 
on d~tle~ g~~lgnea 

be 08U~H - US~ DULUTH anch~,ed iA D~nang Hazbo~ t~ back­
l~ad BMU ONE D~t ALtA. 

c, ~::...:()H - U~., f'0Rr MARluN l..J\Aded ci.;lmalJdd LCM.-b';-.1 0:1.11; 

CU~ V~et lu! lu!the, ~Lg,n$te, t~ OaUcln~, 

19 Apr 1 .i;.-=i'_~~ 

a" U800H- USS E'O.fU MARloN clnchOLed .in Danan~ 1:.0 "if load 
dama<jed ..... CM.-tl·'" and bac.kluaded LeU and tW'o LCM-8',:, ot ACU ONE 
Oet ALEA P'~\~0~6ly otiioaded by J3S TORrUGA. 

b, USS FORT MARION developed trouble starboard main engl.ne 
\ see enc LOS ure,: 6) 'I ' 

20 April 1969 

a, 0800H - USS OKINAWA UNREP USS COOK (LPR 130) 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

b, 08iSH - CTG 76,4, and Staff Logistics Officer visited 
USS FORT MARIONo USS FORT MARION CASREPED number one main 
engine reduction gear. 

~ ,; . 
c· 0930H - RADM F 0 T NORRIS, Me, USN, Inspector Genal'al \Aqt1ng/ 

Medical CulPS, visJ.ted USS OKINAWA. 

d. lOOOH - USS FOR'r MARION anchored Danang Harbor to 
offload one LCU and two LCM-8's of ACU ONE Det ALFA and 
proceeded to Subic Bay, P. 1. tor repail:' to number one 
main eng1ne xeduction geaIn 

e. 14428 - USS TORTUGA assigned to TG 76.4 to replace 
USS FORT MARION. 

21 April 1969 

a. 0730H - TG 76.4 anchored in Danang Harbor tor back­
loading BL'll 1/26 Admin; Redr 0 

ho TG 76.4 underwgj' hom Danang HarDer prler'co sunset 
for assi~ned upaleas. 

22 Apu.l. 1969 

a. 0730H - USS OKINAWA UNREP LLom USS CALIENTE" 

0" 0900H - USS OKINAWA and hel.l.~opte:t$ fLom HMM-J62 
conducted a 8earch northeast af Danang ~here USS CALIENTE 
reported mall 0ve:rboard on mornin3' vi .22 Ap~iL Sea:c.ch 
teLmlnated at sunset wlth negdti~e lesults. 

c" 08JOtf - CTG '16.4 cvndu.c:ted 11d.il:lon w.lL.t.h III MAE' un 
backload of BLT 1/26. 

23 Aped 1969 

a. l045H - TG 76.4 anchored Danang HaLbo[ to complete 
back load ~! advance patty BLr 1/26. 

b- 07JOH - Representatives tram CTG 76,4, CTG 19,4 and 
"::.0, of BLT 1/26 condlJcted ae!ial. 5UJ:vey ot area. a.bout t.wo 
miles south of CUd V1st to determine suitability tOL an 
dlT!phlb.ioUS '::E[leatS:il tHea .. 

c. TG 76.4 ShipS undeLway for assigned opareas prior 
to sunset. 

d. 1700H - USS OKINAWA and USS DULUTH UNREP from USS 
PASSUMPSIC. 

24 April 1969 

ao 0330H - USS TORTUGA rendezvous with TG 76.4 in assigned 
oparea. 

2 
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DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

b. 0730Hi- -USS TORTUGA anchored Danang Harbor to embark leU and two LCM-8' 
of BMU ONE Det ALFA ONE previously off-loaded by USS FORT MARION on 20. Apri1. 
On completion USS TORTUGA returned to assigned oparea. 

25 April 1969 

•• TG 76.4 ships les8 USS OlINAWA anchored prior to first light in Danang 
Harbor to coamence embarkation of BLT 1/26. 

b. 1626H - Completed embarkation of BLT 1/26. 

26 April 1969 

a. EAGER PURSUIT 111 terminated in accordance with COMSEVENTHFLT message 
251644Z APR 69. 

3 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MEDICAL/LOGISTICS 

A" MEDICAL, 

10 (C) Operation EAGER PURSUIT III began on 16 April 1969 
a.nd ended on .26 Ap:til 1969. The opez:ation was conducted in 
I Corps in Quang Nam Province. BLT 1/26 was under the 
operational control of 26TH Marine Regiment with the ARG 
providing medical support for routine and priority MEDEVACS. 

2, (C) The Ready Group consisted of USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) , 
USS DULUTH ~LPD 6j, USS WINSTON (LKA 94), USS TORTUGA (LSD 26), 
and USS FORT MARlON (150 22). No battalion was embarked and 
HMM-.:lo~ provided h,e1.ocopter support to.IIIMAF. 

3. ~C) The USS OKINAWA was designated as casualty receiving 
ship. Medical Oificers on board consisted of: 

a, SiJRG.iCAL "rEAM 

ail CDR J, J. RYSKAMP, Jr., OinC 
(2) LCDa Eo H. WIDELL, Jr. 
3, l'T B. C, N. SAH 

bo SHIP'S MEDICAL OFFICER 

(4; LT H, D. HICKEY 

c ," CLEAIUNG PLA'TOON 

·:5; LT G. E. HARP 
(6) LT 1. ROUBAL 
(n LT J. W, WALLACE 

d, BATTAL10N SURGEON 

1,8) LT 'T, R, GADACZ 

e. FLIGHT SURGEON 

i9) LCDR V. L PLICH 

40 (C) LCDR M. C. SHESKEY, the Anesthesiologist for SUIgical 
Team ALE'At wa.s on EmeLgency Leave and. since no replacement 
has been rE:.:ct;;';"ved for the Nurse Anesthesist, the USS OKINAWA 
was not up t.o full cdsudlty receiving capacity. 

5. (C) All of the MEDEVACS were of routine sick-call problems 
and the casualties were of a routine nature with one being 
received trom 1ST MED BLT for further treatment. All emergency 
MEDEVACS were moved to in-country medical facilities via the 
in-country MEDEVAC pack. There was one emergency appendectomy 
performed during this period. 
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6. Ie) CiiSllaLty Statl.8tics: 

a" BLOOD: Thets were no units of blood on hand at the 
D:29~n;1.l..ng:· .. T- the ,·'pt?l·.l.tlon nor were any drawn from NSA Danang' 
Hospi ta.l ,or 0 the! commands. 

b, SUMMARY OF CASUALTY STATISTICS 

11 TOTAL CASUALTIES RECEIVED 

(a) Non-Combat 
~:b! Wounded in Action (WIA) 
~Cj Killed in Action (KIA) 
\d; D:ied of Wounds (DOW) 

12) NON-COMBAT CLASSIFIED 

led Spl.ain 
'In; Pi.l.ncture Wo'und 
{c) H~t nia 
,d; , 'LCic'eratlon 
I,e) Sunburn 

\J) ££~BAT CLASSIFIED 

la) MISS1LE WOUNDS 

11) MajoL 
,,~) Minot 

(bl O};)ERATtVE CAS~S PERFQRMED 

'I' ') MAJOR SURGICAL PROCEDURES 

7 

5 
2 
o 
o 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

o 
2 

o 

o 

'i d; SUMMARY OF O. R. ANESTHESIA 0 

lei £f,SPOSl"rlON 

,d Treated & Released 
(2) Adm~tted to Sick Bay 
.J; Discharged to duty 
iiil 'Tz;anfett:ed 
\~,l Died of Wounds 
; 61 Reml:uning in Sick Bay end 

at Operation 
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B LOG ISrrCb.· 

1. le) MilJ.nt.e:nance, ass FORT MARION (LSD 22), aftel. having 
been l:>aded wlt.h d medium load and steaming about 12 hours, 
du;covered metal pattl.cles on the magnet in the number one . 
mainen~inE; lube oil shcuners. An inspection of the reducti~n 
gears X'E:vealed t·nat the second reduction gears had started 
to wear· Furth~r investigation proved that the main thrust 
bearing was not loaded dnd all the thrust was placed on the 
reduction gear thrust bearings. It was also discovered that 
one reduc tion geel[. chius t been ~ng ha.d statted to wipe " FORT 
MARlON st.c:amed to Subic Bay Oll num.oer two main engine to! 
r;epd.~I.;: to the number one main enginE", 

:2" IC; UNREPS/VERTREPS " Fou!' unde:cway .refueling operations 
were conducted; twO for USS DULUTH (LPD 6), one for USS . 
WINS'TON (LKA 94 y and one for USS OKINAWA (LPH 3). uss TOIUUG~ 
!LSD 26) ce.:eived Sl.Jt.e~ hom us;; TALUGA (AO 62). 

SHlP 

USS TALUGA 4AO 62) 

uss CALIENTE lAO 53 :I 

uss PASSUMPS1C '!AO 10 i) 

NSFO AVGAS 

100, s.n GAL ------
180,.173 GAL 25,80\.1 

1/,465 GAL ------
.. 

3 
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1.5 S/'T 

GAL 5 SiT 

1 SiT 
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COMMUNICATIONS -

a ,- Operdti'on EAGEl PURSUIT II! d.ld not requite the 
promillgd.Uvn.::i'f a Communications Annexo Communications 
we:te ln accordance with the Operation EAGER PURSUIT Annex 
November and CTG 16.4 OPLAN lOlA-69.' EMCON was not set 
durin'3 a.ny portion ot the operation as the operation 
commen~ed .... ith BLT 1/26 ashore. 

2 • I\C R~Su i t t:=men lQ vel'S'US As sets. 

a, e-aIJipment dSBctswereadequale to handle all require­
ment.s du..e to the limited scope of the operation and the fact 
that BL1' ir:.:!6 was .In-country and not attached. 

3. Ie! Usable FrequeJlcies" 

a:o A~ experi.e,nced In EAGER PURSUIT and EAGER PURSUIT 11, 
QuIMh.U1ic::tLl.vtlS we.~e disrupted between units within Danang 
HalhOl and:.h';6-'::' at sea dlJeto the topography of the areci 
inVOlved. FT!:'quency dssignments to the LPD L/L andLPH 
UHF Hucrtt:' I f Jt WES'TPAC deployment cleated mutual interfe.c.ence. 
Lack 01 dea.cat~d VHF (FM; trequenc~es fOI boat control 
fo!' ARG ALE'A:~:c;ited 6atety hdzac:de:, J.nte:rf'e:rence, and 
unlte;;e·.es::."( 'i !tle~';d.ge t.,:;'cu't lC wh.lle t:;mbarkin'9' the B.L'T" Tn~ 
pei~l5 ot fuuiL1ple buat ope.tati~nd, lOdding and Qnl0&aL~g 
Amtl. :h::::O, ~mm;::. ::tlid.H.he::! ::'Ul,)p·~. it~b IIVl..t.ni,:)ut ad~ql..li:l.t.e C,JlILltL .... 1l ~ ~~­
t~on~ cd~~ed ~roblem~ to the B~achmd$ter Unit ~nd the P~6 

4 0 i~C;) ££.t~!':ie!u.c Syst~ms, 

CL Ade':l,ud.te c.rypt.t;,)9J::4phic systems weI'e aVdllable thJ:.I.Hlgh'" 
out the ~p~rQtion. 

6. Ie) '!.£A,tf.l': and )".Jad~lIer;:.sus Cir,;ufc'alld peI'sohne.1. AVdi.l.~b.&.i~ty. 

a o The ttaft~c load throughout the operation was normallY 
C,;jnS~d":"t:'rtt :-:;,Ul~_he ,::!:sLt,)'ddy L.{arfic h)~iume in tho::- ITietrdJtI . 
drea. N~ pa£tlcular tr~rtic handling problems we1e en~ounteL~d. 

7. (C~ Telmina.t.l..on. 

a 0 'The NAVCOMMOPNET ROMULUS termination wi th NAVCOMMSTA 
Philippines was shifted to an ORESTES system within the early 
days of the operation when the USS VALLEY FORGE relinquished 
their Danang termination. 'Occasional OUTAGES were mainly 
attributable to men aloft and ship's power failure. 
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8, rrC Br;)adc ast ReceEtion" 

a Fleet Broadcast reception was excellent throughout 
the ~pet~t~on, u~lng the 3072 KHZ broadcast re-keyed by 
NSA Dand.ng. 

9, ,'C! Eql.Jlprnent Reliability. 

a, C.)mmunications equipment was very reliable and repairs 
wete ((ladCi:'1is aoon i!lS .required. The realistic performance of' 
the PMS Cht::i._KS c~nt( ibuted greatly to fore-knowledge of 
deteL vC"d u .. ng ci..:·cui tLY wit.hin equipment in sufficient time 
t.o pet:mLt '>J.n.~,"tlve action p:tl.OI to actual outage. 

10 •. C'; KY-8 ... 

d,. The K'i-8's tOL covered voice were used on the maneuver~ng 
and WarDJng Clrcu~t, reporting circuit, and several Marine . 
Clrcults. Though no major diffioulties oocurred, a potential 
loss of these circuits is posed by: A lack of adequate repalr~ 
men, inadeq'"la t.e space parts, minimum allowance of equipment, 
and an ~nherent. overheating problem. 
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SUPPORT LNG ARMS 

cL Ou! ... ng Operation EAGER PURSUIT 111, TACC radio nets 

we:r. e c::'l.d.b lldtl,ed and manned in accordance with Annex Hotel 

01 CTG 76 4 OPLAN lOlA-69. 

00 Six net.s weLe operating, two of which were MEDEVAC 

Cmnro(lfl and t.he medlcdl net between III MAF COC and the 

hVi)pitai 6nlps, 

c- tn.C Wa6 usetuL in passing messages and frag 

ceql.lesLs t:. t.he FlRST MAW TADC. On t.wo occasions 
he"vy l.l.tt alCCLCltt were requested trom FIRST MAW TADC 

th,::ol.lgh TA,--~ 

d T0tdi t11ght operation statistics for Operation 

EAGER PURO::;Ulr III were: 

\L1 ~;J!t;l.es 

i 2~) Tasks 

• j i Pabeoenge4r3 

;41 (;Q£30 

'I " 
H,our a 

\b) MEDEVACS 

1274 

225 

1478 

;;n .4 

369.~ 

.LO 
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CINCPACFLT 
COMSEVENTHFLT 
COMPHlBPAC 
COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT 
CG, FMFSEVENTHFLT 
CG, FMFPAC 
COMPHIBTRAPAC 
CG, LANFORTRACOMPAC 
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, CORONADO 
COMPHIBGRU ONE 
COMPHIBGRU THREE 
COMPHIBRON ONE 
COHPHIBRON THREE 
COHPHIBRON FIVE 
COMPHIBRON SEVEN 
COMPHI~RON NINE 
COMPHIBRON ELEVEN 
COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE 
COMTACGRU ONE 
COMNAVSPECWARGRUPAC 
COMNA VBEACHGRU ONE 
CO, BJU ONE 
CO, ACU ONE 
CO, BMU ONE 
OINe BMU ONE WP DET 
OINe ACU ONE WP DET 
OINe WP DET NAVSPECWARGRU 
OINe NAVBEACHGRU ONE WP DET 
OINe NAVSECGRU WP DET 
CO, TACRON ELEVEN 
CO, UDT THIRTEEN 
USA C&GSC, FT LEAVENWORTH, KAN. 
OINe NAVTACDOCACT 
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DISTRIBUTION LIfT 

CINCPAC 
COMUSMACV 
COMNAVFORV 
CG p III MAF 
CG, V MEF 
CGp 1ST MARDIV 
CG p 3RD MARDIV 
CG, 5TH HARDIV 
CO, 1ST MAW 
CND (OP09B9) HISTORICAL DIV 
eHe 
COHP HI BLA NT 
CG, FMFLANT 
PRES. NAVWARCOL 
CMCS QUANTICO, VA. 
CHAIRMAN AWB COMPHIBTRALANT 
CG, LANFORTRACOMLANT 
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, LITTLE CREEK 
COHPHIBGRU '!WO 
COMPHIBGRU FOUR 
tOMSERVGRU THREE 
CTG 73.5 
eTG 76.4 
CTa 76.5 
eTG 79.4 
eTG 79.5 
COp BLT 1/26 
CO, IIHM 362 
CO, USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) 
CO, USS FORT MARION (LSD 22) 
CO, USS DULUTH (LPD 6) 
COl> USS WINSTON (LKA 94) 
CO, USS TORTUGA (LSD 26) 
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UNIT~D STATES SEVENTH FLEET .• lia ~ iGrr.1'\I Ii II Eti. 

l'PO. SAN FRANCISCO 96601: . ' .. ' ' , 
, '" I 

, N312:C~=9ds ,- -
3500", '." 
Ser ?6/06 6 ' 

, ,20 J U' M 1989 . 
CONFID~NTIAL - Unclassified upon removal of enclosUre', (1) 

, ' 

From: Commander Amphibious Force, 0.:3. SEVENTH Fleet 

" To:,' Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA, 

Subj: 

Enel: 

U.S. SEVENTH Fleet " ' 

Operation' EAGER PUJ:tSUIT III Post. Operati~n, Report,', 

,approval of ' 

(a}Command$r Amphibious Ready 'Group ALFA ltr 3500. 

ser 020 of 13 May 69 

(1) 'Commander Amphibious ,Force, U .,S. SEVENTH Fleet 

ltr 3500 ser76/056 of 27,May 1969 

(2) 'COIIlItlander U.S. SEVENTH Fleet ltr 3,340 ser, N6-622 
of 9 June 1969' , ' 

1. Reference (a) is' approved ··for . distribution upon comple~ 

tion of corrections a~ req:uired by enclosure (1) • 

. - . . 

2.' Enclosu.res (1) and (2) may be made e.nclosures to or 

distributed with the corrected Post.Operation Report ,if . 

desired. . 

t.w. m 
, . Chief of Ste.ff . 

't,:,' J 

, : 

DECLASSIFIED 

" .' 

I 
'''j 

! 

I . 

,~ ,,;; ,: 

.,' .";'c 

r 
'.:;1\' 

·)i 
'r.:'·· ::t~,,:; 

~~,')~;·:·D· 

.. .' ':. 

,! 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

From: Commander Amphibious Force. U.S. SEVENTH Fleet 
To: Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

SubJ : EAGER PURSUIT III Post Ope~at1on Report; 
forwarding of (U) 

Enc1: (1) Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA 1tr 3500 
ser 020 of 13 ~ 1969 (5 copies) 

If314:RHL;gds 
3500 
Ser 76/056 
27 MAY 1969 

1. (c) Commander Amphibious Force, U.s. SEVENTH Fleet concurs with the 
contents of enclosure (1) except as noted below: 

a. Page 3, Enclosure (3), del.~e paragraph b under 25 April 1969 and 
change parasraph "e" to "b". Add "26 April 1969", "a. EAGERPURSIT III 
terminated in accordance with COMSEVENTHFLT's message 251644z APR 69." 

b. Enclos'ure 12, change "COMSERGRU THREE" to read "COMSERVGRU THREE", 

2. (C) It is noted that the figures for comulative hours flown by HMM 362 
and MEDEVACS as shown ,in enclosure 9, paragraph lod., and CTG 76.4 message 
26oo06z APR 69, (Final sitrep for EAGER PURSUIT III) do not reconeile. 
A review ot separate records maintained by TACRON ELEVEN indicates that the 
figures in enclosure (9) are correct. 

Copy to: 
eTG 76.4 

F. W. CLIFT III 
Chief of Staff 
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From: 
To: 

SubJ: 

Ref: 

DECLASSIFIED 

... -. , f 

U~I!ED STATES PACIFIC FLEET4It 
COMMANDER SEVENTH~ FLEET . 

Commander SEVENTH Fleet 
Commander Amphibious Force, UoSo SEVENTH Fleet 

j 

FFI7/FNM:tim I 
3340 ! 
Ser: N6-62~ 
9 June 1969 I 

Operation EAGER PURSUI~ III Post Operation Report; approval of 

(a) COMPHIBREADYGRU "A" Conf ltr CARG "A"/Nl:f't 3500 eer 020 of 
13 Ma¥ 1969 

(b) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT Conf 1tr N314/RHL:gds 3500 eer 16/056 
of 27 May 1969 

1. References (a) and (b) have been reviewed and are approved for distributiO. 
as recommended reference (a) with corrections noted reference (b)o ; 

Certified to be a true copy 

• Lo ON 
Staff Secretary 

ALPINE W 0 McLANE 
Asst Chief of Staff 
for Plans 

Commander Amphibious Read1'D~~ ALFA 

ENCLOSURE (2) 
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COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP ALFA 
t:J. S. SEVENTH FLEET 

FPO San P£anc1sco 96601 
CARG'A'/N31:ft 
3500 
Se!:: 023 
1 June 1969 

. . 

From: CommandeL Amphibious Ready G.x:oup ALFA, u.S. SEVENTH Fle~t 
To: Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet 

SubJ: Operat.ion DARING REBEL Post Operation Report; !o!"wardin'l 
ot (In 

ReI: 

Encl. : 

ia.'! COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76 INST 3500.1C 
(b) Joint COMFIRSTFLT/COMSEVENTHFLT INST 3500.3/3500.8A· 

(l~ Task OtganiZat~0n 
t2~ I~ t:~ .. G~ D~~e~~.~e/Modification to Initiating 

Direct.ive 
(3) Chronoio~y of Events 
(4) Plann1ng;Operations 
(51 In~elllgence 
(6) Med~cal/Logisc~cs 
t I) Cv!ruTL<..i.!ucatlons 
(8, Public Attai.x:s 
(91 SUppOLtlng Arms •• •• • • i •• 

\ 1 0 j L8$ 6;)05 Led.rned (01t'I1.t ted) 
(II) Ship-to-Shore Movement/Amphibious Demonstra.tionj 

Witndra.wal/ Psychological Operations 
\121 Distrlbutlon 

..... 
· . . •••••• • 
•••• • •• • •• •• • 

~. 

~. ,.' 

1. lej Ba~k2L0und. BaZt1er Island, a wedge-shaped island 
located about ~wenLy miles south-southeast of Danang in 
Quang Nam dnd Quang Tin Provinces, was a known harboring and 
StagLng area and considered a rest and recreation area for 
Viet. Cong VC) and V.let Cong Intrastrllcture (VCl). The VCI 
VCl had encLenched t.hemselves with numerous bunkeLs, AA 

~ .. ,,".' 

51 tes and a.cms cdches and had won some sympathetic suppo:rt 
from the ind.L96nOUb populace. probable enemy un.lts in the 
aL8a ~ncluded t.he V,25 Local Force (LF) Battalion, Q.BO 
Local Force Company and lOSth Local Force Company. The 
cUr.rent Black L.lst contained over 220 names. There had 

•••• .. :. • 
• ••• • • • •• .. ... 

: : : 
•• • 

been othet sl.lcce:::.stul amph.lb..iLouS operat.lons on B<;"ll:ie:r ISland'G.· 2 
i:llways Wl.th S..l.gn.l!..I.ca.nt VC casual Coles and a con5.lderable 
d.ffioun~ ot cont:1ct" I - I 

(" 

d. Corrundndl.ng Genexal, ~Il MaLine Amph.lb::LOUS FOLces, . _ g 
Danang, Viet.nam, (CG, III MAF), requested approval"on 1 May ta'1 
1969 trom Commdndel:. SEVENTH Fleet t.o employ AmphiblOUS ~ 

lilt I 
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Reariy Group/Special Landing P~ce (ARG/SLF) ALPA tn an amphtbioul operation rl 
on Barrhr Island'cOllllllendng'5:"'Mily 1969. The Operation would be multt-nattoD 1, 
multt-battalion in the Hot An Jrea tncludtns Barrier Island. The first phase 
would be from 3 May to 5 May 1,69. Four compantes from SECOND R.epubUc of i 

Korea Marine Corps (ROKMC) Br1.lade and Vtetmanele Regtonal Force./Popular I 
Forces (RF/FF) in conjunction .tth Vietn .. River AI •• ult Group 32 would attac. 
tn North Central and Eastern DP.' .... y x.uyen and Hieu Nhon Dtatrtct. respectively, II 

to usher the enemy .outh and ... t. The second pha.e would .tart 5 May 1969 
wlth Amphibious Ready Group/Spici.l Landing Force ALF! conducting a hellbornel 
aSlault tnto landtng zone. on ~he welt ern edge of B4rrterIlland attacking to 
the east and waterborne allauU: in the louthern portion of the Amphibioul i 
Objective Area (AOA). Stmultaaeoully, the 5l.t and 54th Battaltons of Army I 
of the Republic of Vietnam (ARfN) would conduct an alsault in the northern ' 
sector of Barrter I1land by h •• ie~pter. The foreel in pha.e One were to ass e 
blocking pOSitions tn thetr a,eal by early on 5 Hay. Amerteal Df.vision woul 
provtde support with sereeninloperations to the south and west wtth two Cava ry 
Troops. Task Group 115.1 and Coaatal Group 14 would provtde blocking forces 0 
seaward and on the Song Cua Del.: 

2. (C) Concept of Operati.ons. To employ the Auaphibious Task Force (ATF) tn ! 

an Amphibiou8 Assaut t .upportecJ b:v naval gunf'lre and Close Atr Support (CAS). I 
Conduct a waterborne landtng at: H .. Hour at Red Beae~ in the .outhern sector of! 
the AOA and a heUborne landins ae: L-Hour into Landing Zones (LZ'.) on the I 
western edge of the AOA to find, ftx and destroy enemy forces. ' 

a. Missi.on. Commander Amphtb1.ou8 Task Porce (CATF) conduct an amphtbtol.lsi 
operatton against VCIVCI force. tu the Amphibtous Objective Area on Barrier I 
Island, Quang Ttn Pro~tnce of 1 Corps Tactical Zone (1 CTZ) to open the water, 
way. Song Cua Dat, to commercial t:rafftc and to conduct a detailed .earch fa_I.··. 
and destruction of Local Force. and Viet Cong Infrastructure of other operatt~~ •• • 
as agreed upon wtth CG, III MAr or hts designated representatives. .1 • 

:t···· 
b. Executton., Operatton DAR.ING REBEL was executed at H-Hour and L-Hour~i ••• 

on 5 May 1969. H-Hour and L-Hour were 10008 (local time) so as to be coordt' :: 
ated wtth the ARVN's heltborne landtng tn the northern sector of Barrter Isla ~\.: 
USS MULLINNIX &nd USS WHITE RI'ER ftred prep ftre tnto Helicopter Landing Zo ~. 
and on Red Beach orior to Hand L-Hour. ALF! Company of Battalion Landing i • 

Team (BLT) 1'26 1a~ded at H-Hour aD Red Beach meettng no enemy oppostti.on. .~. : 
I •• 
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D.ELTA Corllp,::.Iny .l..dflded by hcll.coptc! into LandJ.ng Zone TIGER 
dnd rece"'v'ed ::.md1.1 aLms i:..i.Le t!om t.he enel1lY west. at: the AOA. 
InitJ.d.l. p1ep ot LZ LION unc.overed numerous bunkers. The 
landing 01 CHARLIE Company in that drea was then delayed 
unt~l li4~H whlle tiKed-Wln~ al!c.tdit weIe recalled to pxep 
LZ LION 0.9 d. .dl. BRAVO Company remained in reset ve aboard 
USS DULLlTH.Ther:e WdB nu majo.c contact made w.lt.h enemy 
tOJ::ces on D--Dd.Y. 

~ll The 61lid:ll arms tire :received ftom t.he western 
side of Lhe Truong Giang R.lver j Just west at the AOA, was 
1.n the area wher-e Amb!.1.c:al Forces were t.o screen • The sma.ll 
arffi6 t~.te was in.l..t..ld.lly s~?p[esstd by CAS strafing runs. 
That ni-3ht Pvpulat. F0!CeS c.::>nduct.ed ambushes on thev.r€stern 
sJ.de or t.he Ll.Vii:;! which reduced the danger. of enemy fire. 
Arnel lCdl Dlv:LsJ..on lnade this dLea a tlee fire zone ILom 
1930H unt.l..l 0530H dd~ly conunencing on 7 May. Naval Gun­
tiLe SUPP0!t ~NGFSI and lcinding fOLee artillery conducted 
Hand 1 fi~es and cail fire as requested into th~s alea 
each ensuing night ettect~vely suppressing enemy fire o.r 
atLdck trom the west. 

,\l.j ALFA Company I as d sc!eening/bl.ockJ.ng fOLce 
in the b~l.lthel.n AOA, also conducted search and eieae 
opelot.Lun~, CHARLIE a.nd DEL'TA Companl.es, s.l..tuated In the 
green ve,;)ctd.ted sectot or the western AOA from D-Day 
unt~.l.. the mOLn.l..ng ut 9 M~y, conduct.ed n~ght operations 
COnS1.6 t iu~ ot 11.stenHlg pos [.s, n~ght patrols and ambushes. 
DULl.!l.;3 t.h~ day t.he Ldnd.l..ng rOLce conducted a thorough 
sea!.ch 0L the wests!.!! po.r:t.l.0n 01 the AOA, cOllect.lng 
detcilfletooS l~L I;;:\idcucttion tv the C0mblned Holding and 
InLeI[ugot~on CenteL CHIC). To increase the dens.lt.y of 
10L -:;es .l..U the we 6t.c:! L n sect-Cd: .• CA"rF la.nded BRAVO companyV' 
or J.':FrlCLLly hE: id .ln ct:se.r VE:: a.bOdL d USS DULUTH, by helic:upte.r: 
lnto LZ TiGER on the mOIn1.ng vI 7 May. On t.ht:: mOLDing ot 
9 May ALFA Compa.ny, Lot.he svllthern sectoro! the AOA, 
coltlffienced i. : .. 5 Uluv",m~nt flU! t.h, whilE:: the main body 01 the 
land ... [l:! taccecvmmen.::.ed flluveID8nt tl.otTl the western side ot 
the AOA edstward toward ctnd across the sand dune/beLm line. 
(See Enclosure \111, page 1,. The landing torce encountered 
l.L':fht (0 modt:rc..te cont.act wLth the enemy, linding many 
Sp~db' hala&, bunkers dnd tunnels Which were destroyed by 
che en9Lne~!.s. DeLilLnees were l~£t.ed every day t.o CHIC. 
Int.elJ:..Lgen~2 Lt::filHts ":'nd.Lcat.;:d sotnt::ot the enemy cro6sed 
the l'u.cuU.:I G~d.n9 wat.erway .Lnt..; the west.ern sectJl 01 the 
AOA. COfl:;,<i>quently CHARLIE and DELTA Companies wet;;: 
repuslt.1.on~d .Ln Ll L10N by he11copteL on 17 May to ~onauct 
a second search and cleaL operation in that area. CATF 
commen.::ed wl.thd!.dw1.ng the landing fOLce at 200630H. The 
withdIaWd~ was completed at 201230H. 
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J An ~il~h~D~0~S deffionbL_~L~~n was c~nd~~ted ~n 
9 May to Keep the VC,VCl LOt_eS ot1 bala~ce and dlsIupt 
dny sensme a~ mane~ver they had planned. The simulated 
L-HOuL 'No.6 OEsO()H a.nd the s1.mllJ.d.ted H-H0~.t. WCiS 0830H. 
S~m~LtaneoUsLY' wlth the demonstration, the landing force 
CGmme~j.:;",a theLl: m;)vement nOr th arId east. Naval gunr.l.l:e 
a.nd CAn G0l1duc ted pr ep .1 LJ:e on t.wo landing zones p.t lOr: 
to L-Hou~ Elght helicopt.ers flew 1.n assault for:mation 
towards d s~m~lated LZ only to turn away at L-Hour. 
Naval 9uni~Le dnd landing tOtce artlllery prep-tired 
a 51.muLoteo dssaul.t beach as t.en amphlbiol.1s traek vehicles 
\LVI"::;, pLoceeded ..l.tl assault. fOLITtd.tion t..:>ward the nJrthern 
beach tv tU[G away at H-Hoar. 

~ q.i Utide.cwater: Demoll tlon Team (UDT) THIRTEEN 
Det.acnment ECHO, La ~dd~c~on to che~L dut~es as beach 
Leconoa.ls.sance, tE:quE!sced and receIved permlss~on i.t:om 
CATF oc~ 10 May to assiSt ALFA Company in pla.cing explosives 
and bL0wlng bunkers along the beach aLea. On 11 May the 
UDT a6Sl6~ed In blowLng seven well concealed b~nke.t:s. 
Pecty Q.rllcaL STICKLE, whIle Ln one bunkeL t~ place 
exp~~c~Vd6 ~oPt~L2d a pLLsone.r who had been h~dIn9 behind 
d t a .Lce b '"J..kh2 ad 1 n the bu.nK.e r , UDr I ~n c.:>mpany 'Ill ch 
elei{,en l e (II ALFA Company t L epvL cad ,;apt.u!: .Lcq t.hL ee VC 
pLLsoneLb, 1~u[ grenades, Gne lnoperable ritle dnd vdr~ous 
papeL'" d.IHi c1. ..... th,..ny on 11 Mell" 

;;).. BeC!.ch J umpet Unit. ONE Team rWELV E Dec.dchment 
FOXTROT WC!.::> t.a:=.ked w.Lth provld1.ng pupulatlon cont.rol and 
pSl'ChOLGg~:dL Jpe[at~~ns. LeatLet.s were dr.:>pped irom 
helLC~pL~!c dnd ael~aL Lo~dspeakeL b'~ddcast.s wete ased 
dULlng Opc'ciL~on DARING REBEL. See EnCLosure ;11)) • 

. 01 rhe COmD~[l.cd HO.Ldln-:J and. lnt.eL10-jdLlJU Cant.eL 
,CHIC. was l~c~ted cb0ut one m11e south ot Lns AOA at gr~d 
c00LdinateS BT 2144..,8· Pru.lLn-:e FaLces eStdbl.l.shed ambl.l.shes 
~n the m~ln [0ut€ beLweSli the AOA and the CHIC as a aec~r~cy 
1..).[<.:e· LdleL, un .L:' May, a .te.l.nfo:r:ced plat-oon .trom ALFA 
Company WdS mOIled t.e t.he CHIC t.o supp.J..ement the local 
se~uLlt.y LOLes. On the eveDlng af IB May t.he CHIC received 
P.I. obe::'> by :'in ufiKn0wn number 01 enemy, "rhe eIlemy used 
smai.!. aLmS, m~tLdr5 ~nd set up Laudspeak~Ls WdLD10g CHIC 
t.hat t.11€y w ..... u .. d. be 0v2:1!Ull. A[t..J...llery Wa.S c-dl ... ed and dn 
AC-47 iSP00.Kt, ""..IF-p1.essed enemy dCt..Llfl.ty .dl t.he ~Lea 01: 
CHiC. .b~e EDClJ6u'~ 4, pa[~~Laph ~.b. 

'. 7 j Au~ment.at.Lon Fu!.ees. Ou.L iIl<;3 Operat.:t.on DARlNG 
REBEL, a~gment.aL.lOn forces used were: 

Cdl Au:ctait.: ALr suppo.t:t was l:equested from 
CG, 111 MAE 10£ Opeldt.Lon DARING REBEL. CG, III MAF tasked 
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CG, FIRSr MAW to provide fixed-w~ng Close Air Support and 
CG, Americal Div~sion to provide helicopter gunsh1ps for 
helicopteL escort In addition heiic0pter gunships could 
be .t;:quest.ed (l.LL€ctly tlom Affie'.lcal D .... via.i.On, 0n Q. mission 
basis, LOL MEDEVAC escort and f~.te sllpp:r:eSSl.on and were 
prov~ded ir dva~lcible. On D-Day an al.rb0rne a~r controller 
l.tom the Arnc:'!.tl.Ca.i D_.1l.slon was on station at Hand L-Houl: 
m~nus 60 to conteol fl.xed-w1ng aircraft fOL Landing Zone 
prep and C.lose a.l.L suppo£t. Fl.xed-wl.ng aircraft arrived 
on schedule at L-50 and prepped the Landing Zone with 500 
pound borr~s. Fixed-wl.ng aircraft arrived on schedule at 
L-1S m~nutes and suppressed automatic weapons fire as needed. 
The Amphibl.oUS rdsk FOl:ce (ATF) Tactical Air Control Center 
contLolled l.f162 aiLCLaft thr.ough t.he AOA du:r.ing the operation. 
FOLty two of these were fighter and attack aIrcraft for Close 
A.u: 8Upp0!:t. El.ght were AC-47 "SPOOKY" aircraft for fLee 
support. ~nd twency weLe UH-lE gunships tor helo and MEDEVAC 
esco{t.. Total ucdndnce expended by aircraft tor Operation 
DARING REBEL WaS: 

BombS 

Rockets 

An'ttT10 

~46 ,500 pOllnds 

8 5" ZUNI, 145 2.75" Rockets 

29,000 pounds 

5,600 ~ounds 20MM 
166,600 rounds 7.62MM 

,bj Ant.i.-In.t.l.l.trdt.lon C.Laft~ One WPB was assigned 
to piltr:~i alea J..n the 1.1 tt.:)ra.L 01 the AOA in d.irec.:.t. support 
by eTc, i..l.:'l.~ The WPB WC>."" cdl.ied u.pon to lnve.st..l.gate activlty-
on Lhe oed~h at gl~d c00rdl.nates BT 270428, Just south of 
the AOA, when USS DULUTH spocted about 200 Vietnamese, about 
1900 6 May. When the WPB dL r l.ved :in the v i';HH cy t.hey all ran 
over t.he sana dune dndol<tv.t ::.lght. On che Ifl0l.n:U"l<j vf 8 
May t~e WPB reported SeVeLdl. sl.ghtings 0i people moving along 
the bt:!dch int.he AOA tow::t.rd Red Beach. 'This was t.he result. 
at the psyops broadcast 7 May l.nstructlng people to move 
sout.h al.0ng t.he beach fOL t..t:d.n5te.r out. of the combat. area. 
USS CROCKE'rT {PG 88) WaS ass~gned .J.. J Lhrough 15 May. On 15 
May w.l.t.h d..Lt: ;:,bseJ:ve.taSSlst.anc.e CROCKET'T t.l.red 67 Iounds 
at 3"/30 at a bu.nke.t comp.Lex. 

~CJ Naval G~nfl.re: USS MULLINNIX ~DD 944j and 
USS WHiTE RiVER (LFR 536.1 SUPpOL ted t.he d::H,.:iu1 t. landing on 
5 May w~t.h p~apQlbt~[y l.L.Le lht.u ~dndln~ z~n2B ~nd 00 Red 
Beden, la~el pL0w1ded 0n-~d~l L6le, dnd H~£a5sm2nt and 
InteLd~ct.ion llr~ H dnd 1,0 USB MULLINNl~ W4~ LeLieved 
on stat.ion by USS FRANK E, EVANS (DD 754) at 061200H MAY. 
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USS WHITE RIVER was detached 062000H MAY, USS NOA (DD 841) relieved 
USS FRANK E, EVANS 150830H MAY, and USS DOUGLAS H, FOX (DD 779) 
relieved USS NOA 190845H MAY~ USS DOUGLAS H, FOX wa.s detached 201000H 
MAY, (Enclosure (9) refers to Naval Gunfire Support), . 

(8) Casualties: 

Friendly Enemy 

KIA 2 USMC 105 

DOW 2 USMC 2 

WIA 50 USMC 8 
1 USN 

WIA (Not Evacuated) 8 

(9) Personnel Captured/detained: 

POW 74 

vcr 108 

CHIEU HOI 14 

DETAINEES 3333 

(10) Materia.l captured: 

Rice 9,425 pot:.nds 

Salt 170 pounds 

Individ.ual Weapons 9 

Bayol1.et 1 

Grenades (CHICOMS) 9 

M-26 Grenade 6 

Rocket Propelled Grena.de 1 

Cartridge Belts 4 

Carbine Magazines 3 

AK 41 Ma.gazines 5 
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Web belt with canteen 
and. c'immO po uch l no ammo J .1 

ASboLted Cloth.lng 

Assorted Med.lcal Suppl.les 

j. tCJ~~~AdVance wa.r.n.ln9 ot Land1n9' Throu.gh 1nterrogation 
at CHIC, l.J,::':..l"dt...l,Jtl.6 wete chctt. the enemy was notified of the 
Mar.lnes iand.lng or 5 May 1969. 

ct. A V.let Cong Prlsoner ot War at CHIC stat.ed that on 4 
May, 150 enemy tl0ffi C-16 Sapper Battalion .left the AOA atter 
cond.U0t.ifr~ ~td~nin~, and that they were warned by loudspeaker 
thaL the Ma[lnes were com1ng on 5 May. They also took 
hostages tronl t.he v~llages to Reep thelL 10catlOns unknown. 

b VdL.lUUS c.lvlllans tdete.r.mined innocent by CHIC) reported 
a ldlge to~ce 01 VLet Cong cLossed the river moving west on 
the n.lgnt. 01 4 May. 

Gile H..:.. .... Chanh who was d member ot. V .. 16 (no tULther 
lnlolfi~t~~n 00 V-16, stated t.hat he was tlred of waL dnd 
then lndlCat.ed that V~16 was not..liled ot a land.lng by loud~ 
spedk~Ls~ pLabctbiy set. up on the west s~de at the b~nk ot the 
Truong G.Lau-j. 

4. ,J, USS DULUTH pLoliided 900 hOL meals dnd USS OKiNAWA 
P!0v id.eCl. j:;U hOt tHedJ.:::' t..0 LLvvpS denOLe, Because of d 
",hOLta':l8 U-'- L..LCe al t.he CHIC, USS OKiNAWA 0..1.;:'"" p.tovl.ded 
~,l.l0 f,Juuiidi::> 01 bL€:a.d to the CHIC .. 

s. 

\ 

ct, At t.he plail1l.Lng ·COIllereuce vlie at t..he agLeements 
mad~ WOo;:' Uldt.. AmeLl.'-'dl Dl.V..I...0..l01.1 WOuld pfov.lde .0 b.LOCkln;J/ 
sCLeenLny lULce 01 two CavdlLY Troops west 01 the Truong 
G~dn3 W6L2!Woy LO cut VC/NVA escape routes dnd buppress 
dtLoCR by L:LL~ on the la.nd..l..rt:j lOrce t10m the LeaL, 

\.1., l'h~ screenl.ng 10tt-€: cad not accompl~sh this 
ffi..LSS..l0n an~ neavy aUt.omdLlc w2apons fiLe WdS recel.ved from 
west Jl Lnt:: AOA, su d p1vposed extension at the AOA was 
SUbHl.LLLea LU CG, 111 MAF dild. COMSEVENTHFLT <it OSU.50H. 
At.. l.4jUH Jll b May, BGEN CLEMENT vl.s.lted CArF and eLF 
abodld OKINAWA and. a fi€:W a3LeemenL WctS reached wheLeby 
an dL€d aD~ut lOaU n~teLs Wdst ot the AOA would D~ declared 
a tJ:ee t.ue zone between t.he hours of 1930H and 0530H to 
peLffilt.. naval ~unI~re, art111ery dnd CAS to suppress enemy 
tire. 
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h. Americal Division offered to provide an 8vail8bl~ Armed Cavalry Troop 
to set up a blocking/screening force along the sand dune/berm-line behind the 
landing force as it moved west to east. The screening force would serve as • 
protection to the landing force rear as they moved into the vegetated area east 
of the dune li~e. A request was submitted at 090250H to COHSEVENTHFLT for • 
modification to the initiating directive to permit eG, Americal Division to poai~ 
tion an armed cavalry troop on the sand dune line as a supporting force as defined 
in JCS Pub 2. The initiating directive was modified by COMSEVENTHFLT at 090716H 
MAY to allow the armed cavalry troop in the AOA subject to approval of CG, III 
MAF. CG, III MAF concurred at 110932H. The armed cavalry troop entered the AOA 
about l1l330H but was withdrawn the evening of 12 May due to other commitments. 

6. (C) Conclusion. Operation DARING"'REBEL was a successful Operation <e\ombilllilDlg 
8 waterborne assault and a heliborne assault into the Objective Area. Naval gun­
fire and Close Air Suppo~t gave adequate support in Hand L-Hour prep and 
throughout the operation. Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA successfully 
la~ded two companies simultaneously, one waterborne and the other heliborne at H 
and LmHour. The BLT artillery was landed in a scheduled assault wave at H plus 24 
mirmtes and ilnL position to give support throughout the elr'ltire operation. The 
Landing Force found many bunkers, tunnels and spider holes which were destroyed. 
The J(l\,\.lmber of arms caches discovered was less than expected, but in view of the 
possibility that the enemy was warned of an Jperation he could have moved aras and 
ammunition as well as troops from the AO~. AdditionallY9 throughout the operation 
Task Group 115.1 Elements proved effective in th.eir blockade efforts. A review 
of the t'es'Ults reflects the success of the operation: Enemy KIA l05~ POW 74~ 
captured VCl 108, Chieu Hoi 14 and detainees 3p 333 with the loss of only two U.S. 
Marine.1S KIA arnd two who died of wounds. • •••• •• • •••• 

a. Although CAl'F would have preferred an earlier H and L~Ho1Ur than lOO"H i.t 
doesn't appear that agreeing to the scheme of maneuver of the ARVN Battalio~'''ld 
3rq appredable effect on giving time for additional VC/NVA to escape. It M>~s 
from t~e intelligence reports that some of the VC/NVA did evacuate Barrier l,;~~ 
en 3 s!:);d 4 May. If there was indeed a leak of 1rrnformatiolll concen1.illllg the p laNTlNl 
Opf';)!'atio[)c, this Command does not know of any actioll!. it took that ciOuld have.d,eped 
off the enemy. It also appears that if there was leak or a Up off 9 i t OCCUlrh~d too 
late fox' ~}ue VCl arnd Local Forces to escape. ••• : 
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b Hal.~~pt=: ~unshlps stationed dbodld the LPH would 
eXpcd.i.LC ~ild L:tL.LiH.dLe MEDEVAc';:; and lLLe suppJ:e.ss.J..oIl 
fiL.L8sH.ms, When HlJ'E~ gunshl.ps had to be called h:om Chu Lcd. 
dU.ll.li~ 0p"'Lcit. .... _ll DARING REBEL to!: night MEDEVAC's the deldY 
Sul1lct..unes !.:::.f! ao::. lfluC.h:1S one hOUL, which J.n mo::.t Geises 
would be! u!l6d.t.LS1.dCL0.ry for emeLgency MEDEVAC's. 

I 
a. HuEY gunshipS be assigned to the SLF dnd stationed 

abJa1Ll the LPH 1·.)! all amphl.bl.ous ope.ldtions, 

b P 1. :I o n.J..il::j !~ JOL"::! erh.:.e::> tor mul ti-natloncd. opel 0. t..l0Il,s 

b6 ':'0l,du"LcQ [lv itI0!€: than 72 huuts befote the tentat..l..ve H 
alld L-Hv· .... , 1..J I ed>.i~cthe tHne L0r seCUL i ty leaK3, 

L. C~J(Lt .ilHled employment ot ARG/ SLf' ~n amphibioUS 
~peI.dl.LOh6 ul the ndture ot Operat.ion DARING REBEL. 

Dl::>[tlbu"1Un: 
\fite En,~ L~!:;;J!e(.1'::1 I 
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Amphibious Ready Group ALBA 
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NNNNvV ~ALD 005/~ 

o O~O.l~bl. MAY b9 

PM (;OMciEVENTHFLT 
r0 erG SEvEN SIX PT FOUR 
erG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR 
err' ;:;EVEN .::i1.X 
erF BEVEN N.LNE 
CGMu6MA\,.,v 
CG III MAE 
~.:,£".:J _.NCPAC 

CNU 
eM\,., 
~1.N,-,1-'A,--tLl 

COMNAv.i;<u.Kv 
COMf'H.bPA(' 
CG El"lt Pt\.\,., 

CG tMff'ACf'WOi 
-.::G F ;'R;:;f MAW 
CG tiR.::>I MARUiV 
CMOf{ 6VENI'H Ai" 
erE vNB uNE fIVE 
err' .,EV EN I'HR8E 
(''IE 6t.;VEN SEVEN 
erG bEVEt-~ blX pr FiVE 
erG 3EVE~ N~NE PI' FIJE 
1',\ 

L 1 ',". 

cG .Al'IIJ.J:';k. J.. ::"AL J)1. Ii 
erG uNE uNE FIVE pr ONE 
LTG SE~EN ~ERU PT EIGHT 
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CTu SEVEN M-.:.RU vr EIGHT PT NINE 
erE .::>EJEN ~EKO PI' TWO PT ONE PI' ONE 
NAV(;AMb WJ::.,:::JI"J:'Ac: 
NAVCuMMbl'A6 WE.::iTPAC 
CG bECuND f<UK !VIAR BDE 

OPERAT i'ON DARING RJ;!;BEL lNlT1ATlNG DIRECTiVE \0; 
A Mt uJ:'LAN 101.-69 
B. NWi' L.L.,BJ 

1.. 6il0ArlON~ CG IlL MAE' HAS RE..JUESTii:D THE EMPLutM£Nl' uF 
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AN ARG; SLE IN 8UPJ?vRr OF OPERAr IONS IN THE 1 (;'rz. COMSEVENTHFLT 
WiLL i:'RUlllDE'rl:> Iti, 4, 19 '! AND SuCH o'rHER FORCES AS MAy BE 
NE(;E.::).::)Akt fuR rH.i.6 Oi?ERATiUN INdIA'rING DIRE:"::llvE: ,c0 fiJR 
f:'LANN.l.N(, PURf'u,::;ES THE u.2El:<ATI0N wHE1'l EXELJL~;u, '.!, L ... 1:;,', 

~0NDJLl~D l~ ~~L0RDANLE Wild kEF A hN0 B 

2. MlSSION: COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE (CATF) CONDUCT 
AN AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION AGAINST VC/NVA FORCES IN AMPHIBIOUS 
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C 
OBJECTIVE AREA IN QUANG TIN/QUANG NAM PROVINCE OF I CTZ TO 
CONilJCI ~ D~rfi~w6D sEARCH EOR AND nE3~RUCT10N OF L0CAL FORCES 
,LF) AND l/CJ.. AND SuCH 01'HER OPERAr IONS AS ACREED UPOtii WITH 

CG III MAE OR HIS DESlGNATED REPRESENl'ATlvE 

j. eTG i 0 4 (COMPHIBRON 5 EMBARKED IN USS OKINAWA (LPH J J 
DESIGtiiArED CATF. 

4.. erG)9. 4 (COMMANDER SLF ALFA) EMBARKED IN USS OKINAWA 
(LPH j) DeSIGNATED COMMANDER LANDING FORCE (eLF). 

5. CuMMAND RELA'TI0NSHIP LAW PARA 3X (2) AND dJ OF' REF A. 

6. COMUoSMACV WILL PROVIDE ANT1 INFILTRATION/EXf'ILTRArlON 
PATROL "::'RAFT FOR THIS OPERATION AND WILL PROVlDE CAS AND 
OTHER SUPPORT AS AGREED UPON WITH CATF lAW PARA IB \1 i Of' 
REF A 

I. rHE AMPHlBIOlJS OBJECTIVE AREA (AOA) THE LANDWARD AOA WILL 
BE THAT' LAND AREA ENCOMPASSED BY A LINE DRAWN FROM BT 228523/2 
RPT BT 2;;:8S.~j/.2 SOUTHWEST ALONG THE PROVINCE BOUNDARY OF' QUANG 
NAM AND QUANG rIN PROVINCES TO THE TROUNG GIANG AT B'T 110496/7 
RPT BT lL0496, i THENCE SOUTHEAST ALONG THE TROUNG GIANG TO 
EAST-WEsr GRID LLNE 4S RPI' 45 THENCE EAST TO THE ~ourH CHiNA 
SEA Af Sf ~J84S0,4 RPT B1' l~a450/4 IN~LUOING rHE AIRSPAC~ 
FROM O-"C),uOO E'EEr MSL THE SEAWARD EX'TENSluN OF'THE AOA 1'171LL 
BE THAf 6EA AkEA EN~UMPASdEO Bt A l~ NM ARC CENTERRO Ar ST 
~j::)SU0,:, £<.1:'1' BI' ~J5:)UUi 5 TRUNCliTED ON THE NuRrH Bx A LINE f)RA~.··. 
04:> DEGREES f"kOM l'HB NORIHERN T If' 0J:0' BARRIER ISLANlJ AT B 1 • .: ••• 
~L.L.;;:>l2., Q KC"J.' BT .l.L. t.S i L./ 0 AND EXLLllOlNG'TBE ~JI'd:A"':E AR.EA uf • • UFF' "Hvkf: J...:)LANDb eLl LAO LHAM., RON G.IAl, Hui\l L'rlJ.. AND THE : ••••• 
SURFACE REbi'.lUCTED AREA AROUND CU LAO CHAM, nON 0IAl AND HON •••• 
TAL uN H v CHAR"T 6~09 INCLJDINGI'HE AIR SPACE FROM 0-25,00U : :: 
FT. FREE tl.L!', I.l<ANS iI' GRA.N fED 1, OUU/ f FEEr M::iL AND ABUII ~ uVER •• • 

•••• 
AOA, •• : • 

8. N.LCKNt~~E ,flll\ TA.LC; OPERA'I'lON W.li.JL BE DA.l<lNlJ RESi':L WilH 
'TENTAT.i.VE D-OAl! S MA~ o;t O-DA~ AND HAND L HOLlR.; Iv b~: 

DETERM1N£:lJ AND CONFIRMED B,{ CA'TF, WHEN ALL :F'vkC.c.;S AK:C 
PREPARED I ~AT1? REPOR1' TO ORIG STATE OF READ1NE$':; AND 1:' INlj,L 
C:ONF'lffiVlATlJNL.:ONCE:RNING D-DAY, HAND .L HOURC;. EXEC111B v[oJ 

D-DA~ AT H fiND L HOlJRS UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED kEPORt 
EXECLlTiON Tu ALCON. 

9. S~ECiAL iNSTRucriONS 

A. wHE1'l E uWlLi E3'rABL1SHED ASHORE, AND WHEN MJ I'JALLy AGREED 
B~ CA'TF AND CG III MAF, REQUIRED ELEMENTS OE' SLE' CHOP TO 
CG l11 MAF. 

B. UPON CHOP OF REQU IRED ELEMEN'TS OF SLF TO IN-COUNTRY 
COMMANDER, CATF REMA!N IN SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS ASHORE. 
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C Wl1'HDhl\V'ML. .. AW ANNEX B r0 R~F A 

lL. ~JBL1~ AffALRS LAW ANNEX V TO REF A-

12 D0WNGkADED TO CONFIDENr lAL ON 'TERMINA'T iON ,) 

GP-4 
B'T 
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FM crG SEVEN SiX PT FOUR 
ro COM6EVEt'lTHf'LT 
INFO CG i1 ... MAE 
CG AMERICAL DiV 
erG SEVEN NINE PT FOOR 
CTP SEVEN SIX 

OPERATION DARING REBEL 

DECLASSIFIED 

.i. IS) AfTER DETAl.LED PLANNING WITH CG AMER1CAL DIV REPS ON 
2 MAL REqUEST SOUTHERN BOUNDARY OF AOA .BE CHANGED TO EAs'r 
WEST GRlD LiNE 46 0 ViCE GRID LINE 45/9. 

2, ,L/I (\..1 111 MAt CUNCJRS, 

GP-4 IC~ ~ JJNE 1969 
BT 
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CONF'lDENT IAL 

EM COMSEVENTHl"LT 
T0 eTG bEVEN SiX PT FOUR 
CTG SEVEN NLNE PT FOUR 
C'Tf SEVEN ':>lX 
eTF SEVEN NiNE 
eOMLJSMACV 
CG III MAE' 
.l.NP~.i ,-lNCPh.~ 

CNO 
CMC 
CINCPACi: 1.,'1' 

COMNAVf\JRv 
COMJ?HIBl:'i-I.C 
CG fMfr>AC 
CG FMFPAC FWD) 
CG FIRST MAW 
CG FIRST MAhDl\! 
CMDR SEVENTH At' 
eTP vNE oNE fLVE 
eTE' bey t~j\J r HkE£; 
Cl'f s.t;\i i:N .:.,gv Bl\J 
eTG ~8v£N 61X ~T FlVE 
eTG bEVE~ NiNE ~l FIVE 
eTG .:>EvBN NiNE PI' THREE 
CG AME£<. H. .. A...., D f V 
eTG SEVBN THREE PT FiVE 
erG ONE uNE ilVE pr ONE 
erG SEvEN lo.i:.RU PI' EIGHr 

DECLASSIFIED 

C'IU ;SEVEN ilEkIJ 1:'1' El\.:lHT pr NINE 
rTE SEVEN lERO PT TWO PT ONE PT ONE 
NAvCvM.tv'lbtA':-> W2S If'A~ 
CG SECOND hvK J"1H.fi. BDE 

OPERAT ION DARING KEBEL AOA MODIF lCA'T ION (U I 

A. C~G ib.4 u~Lj20Z MA~ 69 NOTAL 
B COMSEVENrH~LT 02012bZ MAt 69 

REF A REQ lVJ.0DlF' LCAT iON OF SOUTHERN BOUNDAR')' OF AIJA \'I11TH 
CG 11~ MA~ ~0NCJRRENCE. 

l' , 

2, MuD Ll' i t'il.K Of' REF B ru DE'LINEArE "OlJrHi;RN B0JNDARy 
UF AUA f0 EAdl-wEST ~RID LINE 46;0 VICE EA~1 ~ebI GR1~ 

LiNE 4:) ;J 

G.t>-4 
ar 
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o Ub.d:i::vL. MAt 6.9 

FM cr~ SEVEN SiX PT FOUR 
Tu CJtJi6EliENT'HfL r 
(;G AMERILAl..i DIV 
iNFO erf ~EVEN SIX 
elF .sEvEN NiNE 
eTG SEVEN NiNE PT FOUR 
CG Ill. MAl:' 

uPERA'!' 10N DARING REBEL 

DECLASSIFIED 

MODH ... ':"AT .• 0N ru IN11'lATING DIREC'TIVE to) 
A JC~ t'UB l '. UNAAF' • 
B C0M6EVENTHFLT OLU126Z MAY 69 

1. SlTLIAT lUN: BLT 1/';:;6 CURRENTLY SEARCHiNG V lLLES IN tAJE.:3TERN 
PORTION AvA, EFEEc'rlVE 090'130H9 BLT WILL BEGIN MOVING EASTWARD 
ACROSS TtlE DuNE LiNE HAVING GENERAL TRACE FROM BT 193487/Lro 
BT "'1741:>4,. 4. 'TERRAIN ~'OR APPROX ONE KILOMETER EAsr OF DUNE 
LINE MAINU DESER'T. AF'TER CROSSING DESERT BLT WILL EN'TER 
VEGETATED" CLlL'I'l VA'rED TERRAIN CON'TAINING V ILLES, THE DUNE LINE 
Wl.LL i-'REVENT OBSERVATION OF WESTERN PORTION OF AOA Bt B.LT 
EXPECTED TROOP COMMITMEN'rs FOR SEARCH AND DESTROf AND I'HE 
PO.:3SIBLILITt Of ENEWi CON'I'AC'TS IN CENTRAL AOA RENDER POSiI'IONiNG 
OF REAR 6ECURITY FOkCE FROM BLT ASSETS LJNDE~lRABLE. VLJLNEAAB~L.r'1~ 
OF BLT TO ATrACK, PRIMARIL): BY FIRE, FROM WESTERN AOA MAKES Rt~.· 
SECURITr A NBCESSITY. ONE SOLUTION LIES IN POSIT~ON1NG CURRENTLY 
AVA.LLABLE/O.F'F'ERED ARMED CAVALRy UNIT FROM AMERICAL DIV 0N/VICitJ'lq~ 
OF DUNE LIN~ .. · .. ,, 

• •• • •• 
L . .pRE~6J.\lT pLAN If' APPROVED 16 FOR ARMORED CAVAL1o~ UNIT TO MO~ • 
IN'Tu '::;CREEt'HNG P0:31 T ION ALONG THE DUNE LiNE ON 10 MAY AND REMA rlf" 
UNT iL OPERAT' .LON DA.klNG REBEL 'rERMIN'j~rED uR C;UMMI'TTgD ELS8WHBRE

t
:. 

By CG AMERI~l~L DIV. IN VIEW LlAiSON TEAMS ALREADY EXcHANGED ijt. : 
SLF/ .:3Ul-PLlRrtNll CAV UN ITS AND CURRENTLY OPERATING, f'OR3EE NO '.: 
DIFF leu 1...1' i.E8 DUBro THE POSSIBILITY uF A R8L:.JMHl fME]\ r \J:::'" •••• 
ARMED CAv LlNi.I 00 NOT DESIRE A CHANGE iN PRE.:3ENT AvA : :: •• • 

.L COMMi1.t-JO RE:LAI' i.ONS: 

B. fiR~ ~u~2vRr L0u~DINAT10N UNDE~ rH~ C0~rMUL v~ CAlf. 

4. F0k LuLVl':;EVENI'HFLT: REQUEs'r AMPLIFYING IN.sI'RlJCr lUN 01:( 
MODlFlCATION OF INITIATING DIRECTIVE REF B TO PROVIDE FOR 
SuPPORTiNG FORCE 
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A REQJE~I ESTABLISH SUPPORTING FJRCE WITH FOLLOWiNG Ml~~ION: 
f>R0V lDB J\.f{JVlt!;O I..-Ali'iiLf<i '::;C.RJ:.;ENl.NG .tOR BLl ;..: LO GENErtAL;..,i t\LJuNG 
TRACE Of DUNI3: .FR .... &l ViCiNi.Ty OF B"T 19J<lbr,..:;'r0 B1' Lli4b4. 4, 

B. C00.R.D1.NA'r ION THROlJGH PRESENTLY ESl'ABLISHED CHANNELS. 
REQLlES'T SCREENlNG FORCE BE iN DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH 
1/1 CAVALRi LIAiSON PART~ CURRENTLY LOCATED BLT 1/26 CPo 

6. lei eTG 19,4 HAS CONDucrED LiAISON WITH AMERIL:AL DIV AND 
CONCURS WlrH rHE ABOVE" 

GP-4 ,C. L JuNE 1969 
B'r 
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!<"M COM'::;EVEN'l'Hl'LI 
TO L1G dEvEN 6.A ~r fUUR 
lNE'U CG AMEtu CAL 1)1 II 
eTE SEV t;N :;j 1)'. 
erE ci EV EN N l N E 
CTG SEVEN N~NE PI FOUR 
CG III MAF 

DECLASSIFIED 

0i?ERA'T10N lJil.KiNG REBEL lNITIATING DlREC'I'lVE ~Uj 

A COM,S£:VENTHfL'T U.2Ul.26Z MAY 69 
8 erG Ib,4 OHi~~OZ MAl b9 

1, M00H'Y PAkA -;) REf' A ;SPECiAL INST:;', 1'0 ADD NEW dUB.PARAGRAPH 
DELTA TO READ: rHE EMPLU}:,MENT OF A StJPPOR'TING FORCE IN THE AOA 
IS AUTHORiZED SLl BJ EeTTO CONCURRENCE OF' III MAF OR HIS DESIGNA'TED 
REPRESENTAT iVE THE GENERA.L SUPPORT "TO BE PROVIDED AND 
RESPONS 1.8l.LIT 1E6 Of' THE COMMANDERS WILL HE lAW JCd PUB ;L, 

GI>-4 
B'T 

•• •• • •• • •••• 
• • •••••• • 
•••• • •• • •• .t • 

•••• • •••• . .~.";"..---,---

8 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (2) 
CONFIDENTIAL 

• ••• • • • •• 
• ••• • •• • •• •• • 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CHRONOLOG~ 

30 April 1969 

a, 1330H - CTG 76,4/79,4 attended planning conference for Operation 
DARING REBEL at III MAF Headquarters. Also present were representatives from: 
Commanding General, Americal Divisioni Commanding General, SECOND Republic of 
Korea Marine Corps (ROKMC) Brigade - Hoi An Deputy Senior Advisor (DSA) I 
Corps Danang; Province Senior Advdsor (PSA) Quang Nam Province, Republic 
of Vietnam; CTG l15,li Commander Vietnamese Navy Coastal Group 14 Hoi An 
Sector, Republic of Vietnam; and Vietnamese Navy RAG-32. 

1 May 1969 

a, l638H - CG, III MAF published the agreements reached at the planning 
conference on 30 April 1969 for a combined operationo 

2 May 1969 

a, 0926H - COMSEVENTHFLT issued the Initiating Directive for Operation 
DARING REBEL. COMSEVENTHFLT 020126z MAY 69, 

3 May 1969 

a. 1258H - USS MULLINNIX (DD 944) and USS WHITE RIVER (LFR 536) were 
as,signed as Naval Gunfire Sup~ort Ships by CTU 70.8.9. 

b, 1330H - ARVN L-Hour determined to be 051000H MAY 69. 

•• •• • •• • •••• 

• • •••••• • 
c. 1858H - CTG 76,4 promulgated OPORD 303-69 with the 

A, D, F, G, H, I, J, and N, 
following Annexes» ••• 

• •• 

a, 1330H - Pre-Sail conference held aboard USS OKINAWA. 

b. l610H - NOTAM requested. 

c. 2350H - L and H-Hour confirmed as 051000H MAY 690 

5 May 1969 

a. 0545H - "Land the Landing Force" directedo 

b. 0820H - Twenty one civilian and military news media representatives 
and their III MAP escorts arrived aboard USS OKINAWA and were briefed by 
CATF a.nd CLF. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (3) 
CONFIDENTIAL 

• •• •• • 
•••• • •••• • 

• ••• • • • •• 
• ••• • •• • •• •• • 

"'.'.8 ... 
~~i 

" !fJo,... 
",' ,~~< 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

CON!!' lD8N'T d\L 

(;, O::lOOfi - USS WHITE RIVER ":'Jm:nel1ced b<2ch.:h pr ep. 

d uY1SH - USS WHLTE Rl~ER ceased t~!e. 

e, U9.::0H - News [nedL<:\' represent.atl.ves were trdnsferred 
by helo tv US;;, DULiJ~[,H for r. '_.:. ttL, t.:. <-.ITlS I>~.t t.u Red Bea.ch 
by LVT's dnd assault cratt. 

t. U92~H - F~xed-win9 aLt~ratt Leported 00 station for 
prep ot LZ TIGER. 

9. 093:/::H - LlSB MlJLLINNlx c0rnmenced prep tiLe ,.In 1andin~ 
zone::., 

h. 0941H - use MULLINNIX ceased fire. 

1 094/H 
Beach. 

USS MULLINNIX commenced prep tHe of Red 

J. (JY4dH - I'Jatetborne w::t;Je one crossed LOD. 

k. O~~~H - JSd MULLlNNIX ~edsed iLea. 

O~~jH FlX~d-wiDd aircraft departed ~tdtion ~fter 
plBp 01 L6 flGER 

111 

down, 
iuUu!-l. - Heil.burne dHa Wo.tdLbJ! ne yJ·:>.l/c ufie tuu~hea 

n. lU':'jH - OIH:=' :l1.lfit:Ci uH-lE tt::pvI.Led. t11~. by bdl:.>~i atms 
Llle. depo.: :"c(:1. AvA to, O::H~( . .ii1;:; uL!:o.::l L,.; l1i',,=.SL.I..j.:;>i <; ..:1Clm:t~\::: 

o. 1040H - Rec . .>n platJun .Lo.r.dt::d at Red B~acn, 

p. t:.i.::lH - rixcd~'Wlh::l d~lCidlt ilt'!f-'0!t.~d un "· .. -'~.lU[l 
lOr prep Jt L~ LION 

q. li4ijrl - Het :..bU!L0. wdvcone tJ LZ LiON ~.~.;Uh::d dJwn, 

!. dq8H - flKl2.d-W.LI'9 ,:\ .. _.[ott ..:12!:-'d1.L",d bLa,_L)!, CAl!:..:! 

prep d LZ LiuN, 

.:> .i..dUH-
dnd theLl 

SIt'.L>;;;c·n ~ l, J .. i ... ctfl Cle ..... '" 1r,80..I.., 

te:! .• d!!~d 'J lJSS 0KINAWtL 
,cS 

t. 1415H - News medla representatives and their escorts 
depa! ted USS OKINA\'fA tal Danang by helicopt.el. 

o. 1430H - BGEN CLEMENT, Assistant Division Commander, 
Ame.rlcal Div.l.slon, conducted liaison visit with CATF and 
eLF abOd! d Uf~; OK ali'll/A 
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v, lSOOH - BJU Detachment commenced psyops ovelfly of 
AOA drvPPl{':l .i.~:>l LctS .• 

iN, 1~~9H - Primary C.)ntLui ShJ..P :;PCS) reported bOelling 
d1.1tl.c.u.~t..l.~'::' du.e to .sOlndb~:n:~ d.ud lOW t.ldes 

i. Lt>JOH - PCS reported boating conditions imp.ruved 
sllttl.ch:ntlY t'0 UanSpolt 4.2" mOLta! bo.ttery to Red Beach. 

2., b4SH - C'TF 76 M~.ib.l.ie AmphIbious News Tedffi dU ived 
abud.td. U2S uKINAwA v with~:. t'v.<,,J,~:rl:.H1 det~:::hJ"r:.Ent sent "_0 OSS 
ClJLUTfL 

Q~ ~145H - USS WHITE RlVER SP0tL2d ~~~hl Pd~~ia ~n th~ 
beach \ '-'~Jill.ti O! BT LJ05.l5, received cledLance itOIll "ACe 
tu Cu(ru[l~n:C' tite ,:::IL 1800H FHcit &0.1'1;;; ILlished tv.A.( ctd.d. .. c..,i..;nal 
people ,",(itu bt::a..:h 

bb. L8S6H ~ Alle{ tlIlng second sdlvo dt pe0pt~ on beach 
USS WHITE RIVER 61~hted several bud:t::!:6 Oll the bea,:,~n b'.J[ 
d,ukness Pi e. l.uQed.oH dCc:.:Ul ate: cvunt, 

d. UOuiH - Cotn(ltdnd InJulflLat..LOn Buiech .. \Cl.B, t::!.:>taOJ.:"'::'!J.ed 
aboald G3S o~~NAWA 

c. U900H - USS W1NSTON m0ved lrum her. ct.::.5,i'::lflc:d vpaLed 
to a p~,~ .. t.HIil 1,00U yar:ds ::"0 6edWd.lQ of tnc' Lao ~.0 r.::t:'i.L~td.le 

bOdL re6upply ot the Beach Support ALea (BSAJ. 

•• •• • ••• • I •••• 

~ . •••••• • 
' .... 
• •• .. .. •• • 

•••• • •••• • 
• .... . 

d. LiSSH - One C-iJO sigh~ed yel~ow dye ~n water 10 ~0~th~ '.: 
et n elld vI AUA, USS DLJLll'rH and LJdS OKiNAWA he .LV in"e;:H t~.::1lt;:;d •••• 
with nE;';jCll.L\!e ('::~LJiL6. # :: 

t::: l.LS5H - USS MULLlNNIX vd0.'::'cO :::l se'';0.hd'''Lj cX21.vSi-.Al 

Whll~ iltlCl':l .", ',.0 ... 1 LLre m.l~6LOll-. 

i, .. LOuH - U.sb £"RANK E EVAN;:; \DD ;''::>4' Le: d. i:!v cd. USS 
MULLINN1XUD 944, as NGFS orlJlp. 

:3 Lj)OH - Lh ,::.tJ~tlln':l [0':- t'RANK E .. EVANS, WH1'rt~ RHIER 
SdW eil<::l1.y muvemcIlL ahd ___ lecut::!d Cd ... l !J.(e thLOu,-:!h SUppOLtLil9 
Anns Coord.lnation Cente;x: (SACC). WHITE RIVER fired three 
salvus dnd caused one secondaLY explos~on. 

h" 1726H - USS TORTUGA diI.ect.ed LO proceed to Danang 
LO otfload C3rgo at. Bridge Ramp and remain over night (RON) 
In Dandn9 to aSs16t WINSTON/FORT MARION load t.L.ansfer and 
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DECLASSIFIED 

\ --'then t.atu [n llldependen tly t;) AOA in day light ,of 9 May • 

.1. l:1u.)H - USB DULUTH sight.ed app:roximat.ely 200 V.Letnamese 
JUSt s0~tn ~r the AOA who sc~~te~ed and ran over sdnd dunes 
0n applU~w~ ~l PCF 

j. L0~OH - CArF lssued wd'n~n9 0!dSL ~0 USS DULUTH t.o 
lo.lld BRAVO CuIT!fciilY commenC.lflg dbvut. 070930H. 

k. ~~~uH - CATF .r.eledHed USS WHITE RIVER to p.r.oceed on 
dut.1.~5 Clos,::!hed. 

ct. \);;I)uH - J3.:::i DuLUTH CuffiInelh.;en heio uIi.lOdd vi BRAVCJ 
Compdny L.,; LZ, TIGER, 

b. .lUaUH - WnLle C0nauctln~ P&yups mlS6ion che helo In 
WhLCh th~ BJJ personnel weLe riding drew several rounds 0i 
small gImS iLee fLom che n0Ithweste~n portion ot AOA. USS 
FRANK Ee EVANS called to ,;,ovet.. d.r.ect ta.,l.get and expended 361 
Lound6 Dl 5"/;)8_ 

c, .... 100H 
compl~t.t:.d 

H610 lJ.ft oi BRAVO Compa.ny to LZ TrGER 

a, 1.) _HJH - LJSS FRANK E EVANS depdI. tad AOA l~ ,Ct:;o.!nt 

11 om uSS MAUNA REA, 

e, .LoJUH - E'.ju.t. 111 MA.f' CIS Lef.'Lt::;:;cntaLlvcs depctLle::d 
lJSS OKiNAWA alter retu.u!lrl:3 l!')lrt the b€;i.:;.h vid OSS DULlHH 

t. ~1U~H - hneLLCal D~vl~Lon ~led[ed CATF SUppO[L~n~ 
a.rms tv tlL':: dltO afi c.l.eQ we6t vi tha AOA lL0!Tt Br 1,49 to 
BT 1946 t~ BT ~246 t!0m 19~OH to 05308 each day to supples~ 
snlpe.£: t.Lie and prevent PO:SSib.Lc a:tta.;k f:culrl that ~luClL tet. 

9· .I..#<t:JH- u.s::> DUi..dJTH d8fJctrt.ea AOA Lv jJ:;'{l U.s..; FfI,'-!NK 
E. EVANS dl AO uJh c:p Hom 0.:33 CAL.lEN'l'E" 

tL .l.~00H - U:s~ rOK'l'OGA dc:Po..t.t.2d AvA IvL Da.!1a;l~ t ..... ')li.~ 

iuttd L(.u i4ljj w.ltll dcctd..LlilC: v~hl.~.i..e6 as dlreClt::::d, 

1... .:; GOlJH - I.Jci.:3 DLl LUTH .:In~ u38 F'KANK E, EVANS ! c L.I.~ ,led 
tu tn~ AvA, 

-
i1. DOUlH USS WINSTON departed AOA for Danang to 

tULnove:t sea td..i.1 ca:rgo to USS FORT MARlON. 

b· 03~5H -'USSTORTUGA returned to AOA leaving Leu 
1483 Lh DdnCln~ as directed. 
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~, JJ~J8 - F0uL SeCOndciLY a~pIOb1UdS L~S~lLed ~~0m 0SS 
F'RANK E. EVANS ~Ol .i:ound::) 01 5"/38 against an a1:ed (.o.1:get." 

d_ U~0UH - Ma,xet. T~me FULC~S (CG WPB'sl LdP~lt.~a 
seveL~l ~~~htings u~ people moving south along Lhe beachn 

e, uClIJOH.,.. R.::gJ....>n:::l.l F'uLcesjPopuld.L Fu!C8S ~RF'/PF'I 
m;:)ved lilt.) Lhc ar.ed west .)t t.he AOA a11d no.rth 01 the Qu.::tng 
Nam/(2uah3 f.l..!i Pt0liin~e J:)0undd.:ty • 

I .!.UUUH ... USiS FORT MARION (e,Llailed USS W!NSTON as 
sea Ca ... l 

g. .l~JUn - une b",,:':;';'UOdij eKp .... ,JS ... '-"·ClaIla d .::lu':>L.:t.l..,led L .... Le 

I.esuJ. t.ed Wh""il. f.k.ANK E EVAN3 l...OtrlifICl:,,;;,-::d neL H~nu 1 1_:- '" • 

h, 1.i. ;lOB - Uti$ fORT MARION at l.,J.. ed 1.0 AOA wi tn ,LoU] 

1·4£U p!e-l..lQd,~d w~th~rrunulut:d)l1 dnd rdli_ons, 

d Obj~H - COMSEVENTHFLT issued a modliLCdL.LOn lu the 
InJ.LiaL1Uoj D.i.LeCtLVe t.o ct.ilow Americdi Div1.5L:.m tUi.cea 10(,,':" 
t.he E.iiot~!n A0A dl::i C1 SUPPOItUl::/ tOL,.:e, 

•• 
b·, O'!4:5H - lIS":; F'RANK E EVANS an.:::: Id..I1a,u.~ 101:(;6; Q£t..l.l.leL.Y:: : 

commeih."ed fJtcp t.u>co JH s.unulated Id.ud.l.ng 1.;:)ne6 lor C1rrlph.lD~0US"" 
demonsL at .lUi!, 

d. O~OOH - Heios tutned aWay ~s scheduled. 

e. 0813H - LV'rls trunl U::i$ DULlJrH splcH:.hed ~O.t S-L1Tlulated 
W&teLDurn~ dSSd.U~t. 

L 0t!15fi - Bco ... h pl.€f' tu.::s by USE, .I?RANK g EVANS and 
lan<i.J.i19 101 _<; dl t~i.i..ety ,-~mm6/J.;:,:,="d 

tl.Ud"JH - F.l...l\\;:d-wJ,.11~ a..L .... -::Lo..tt ':'v:.d ... ",l..c.:l :l ",,:rLK6 "'":ja..lns,­

d th.d_d. ':>J..llL .. latE::d .i...l 

• • •• # :: 
.f • 

• ••• • •••• .. 
• ,.. . 

• • •• 
• • •• • •• • •• •• • 

J. 0840H - A fourth LZ was prepped by fixed ... wing aiIcraft~ 

k. 0900H CATE' cleo:ued ARVN d.rtille:cyt.o f1"e into grid 
square ~051 t.o prevent enemy exiiltratlon from ARVN AO into 
AOA. 
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10 0940H - USB FRANK E> EVANS commenced prep :tHe to 
cover the uv.,( the! n advdoce 01 the ldnding for: ce. 

m. L800H - A total of 500 detainees were resettled by 
t.he CHIC abo-ut f'0U! miles south of the AOA 'On Barrier 
Island, 

11; :22008 - LandIng torce J..ia.ison orri..:::e:cs with ARVN 
fO{'CE:S tv t.h~ .1.0.£ th 01 the AOA x6po!ted that t.he ARVN' s 
wete in c~n:~nu0UB COfiLQ~t wLth V-~5 Battalion of the 3~th 
Loc~l F0r~d Re~iment. 

10 M.ay 1909 

d. OjjOH - USS FORT MARION depct.cted AOA tOr Danang. 

b, 0100H -, AbOut 180 resettled detainees were lntercepted 
dtLernptiny lc ret.lHIl to the AOA. 

c. 08jOH - 180 detalnees were transtezred back to CHIC. 

d. ..030R - UOSS fRANK E. EVANS ddpdtted AOA tJ leaem 
1 rom USS E' lREDRAKE. 

•• • e e -.: ... 
• • , " ..... . a. 1..115H - CA'rf' c.leaLed ARVN artLllery to t~re Ulto the .. 

d.r:C!a no:r.th '01 a line from BT 200514 to BT 230514 from ljOOH • ••• : e. 
to 180uH to prevent. enemy dxl Llt.tdtion trom ARVN AU into AOA. ..e: 

d. u4JOH Ar.tillery prep fi.ces commenced prior to ltoop 
movement L~ the e~st. 

b. 0600H - PI~P lites cea6~d. 

lJ6uOH - USS uKINAWA, USS F0Rr M.ARION, ':"110. cJSS FRANK 
E. EVANS C..,Irunen'::li::c:t AO llNREp Horn USSTOLOVANA, 

d . 0 b j 0 H -rhe J. a ud lLtl~ i .:u: ce ,,:;olrt1fienced the 1. r ,,~8t war a. 
movemC::(lL 

.t, 085uH - CA'l'l- tequ:e.stcci. USS FRANK e. EVANS ie-main dS 

NGFS Ship until termination or released by CATF. 

g. lJ30H - Elements of the FIRST of the FIRST Cavalry 
(Ame!~ca.l DJ.vislon) moved int.o the western po:rtion of the 

AOA to ptov:Lde a screen lor the landing force. Free fire 
into the acea west ot AOA cc<n:9LJ..ed until operation terminated 
or troop& withd:r.dwn. 
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h. ~;OOH - H~llcvpte!S sh:ut.t.l..in:3 La and :CCv!H t.he CHIC 
.c:epo.d.ed ",mall dl.m:::; tHe !r:om c.he no! Lhwest andche sout.h 
ot CHIC. 

12 Md~ 19b9 

a. ----- - Chu L~i Airtield attacked. 

b. 0345R - USS DULUTH departed AOA for DanangQ 

c. i8JOHiab.Jut.)- AlTLeticd.l S~i.'~<anln9 F::n:c:s w.tth.d","'l('IIll 
by CG, kUtiL.tcai Di~~sion flom AOA to re-lnfoIce units in 
che Amel"'i,.:::Il AO in ineparatl::m iOl .l..ncreased enemYdct.l.V~ty. 

d: 19~OH - US~ DULUTH Letuloed to AOA. 

13 Ma~ 19b~ 

::I. J.. 1.4.58 - US.s FRANK E EVANS.; :.t:.JieicJ [.tum dSS JULI~:l'H, 

Do 12048 - CAlf (clquestcd duthvr~ty 1:.c6il\ COM.;:;EvENrHFLr 
t.G send 0 ~0mb~t ~utt~l LO 2tiSLSt 1n the p16t.ect.iun of the 
CH . .LC ~dlU L J nt:::6.' ~~ [~r .~:: '_<1.1 :.h", AtJA 

iQ~LH - CuM~BvENTHfLr ~~~(uvcd 

a C<JltlDd (. 2::. r, l _,.L ~ -.J CH i~ dub j c': l:.. t...,· the 

d. i7jOH - HeL~ Pil~t was wo~nded by ~nemy m0LtdL 

whLle i~ddin9 dt CH.C LZ 

e, L9JUH - usa CkOCKETT \PG H8l d%riVed in the d~2d to 
strC!tJgt.heu Ute M:'Hk~t. Time FOLces. 

14 Mci~ 1969 

~ 001~H - USS DULUTH dnd USS TORTUGA ~0nau~t=a AU 
U NREP 1 [ . .All U ::S f' ,~. ~ S,.,~,~ ~,::: 1 ,: 

b u(UOH - Clo, 111 MAF C;)Ch;I;.J.Lred Ul the Li':"queot. Lu! ct 

combal (Jdt;'Ul tJ d'SSist In t.he dt:tensc of the cHIC and 
dulh0rJ.l~,j dHeCL L.LdlSOn wll:h CG, Am2tlcdl D.LV.L:iHJH, 

c, O..!UUH - USS lWRT MAR10N depc..! te·d the AOA 101. Da.HCI.!l9. 

d. 1400H - USS FRANK E, EVANS rearmed from USS MAUNA KEA. 

e 17 JOR - USS PORT MARION returned to the AOA. 
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15 Ma~ .l..Y69 

d 00:)8H - CG, III MAE' requested CATF and CLF take necess4ry 
act~on to LnSULe a six hour backload if the situation required~ 

b, OtsjOR - LJSS NOA I.DD 841) relieved USS FRANK E. 
EVANS ~DD )54) as NGFS Ship. 

c. 18JOH - USS CROCKETT departed alea to proceed on dutie. 
assigned. 

d 18J4H - CLF oldezed combat patrol litted to CHIC to 
assist 1n d&tense. 

16 May 1969 

d, 0210H - USS FORT MARION depaL'ted AOA for Danang. 

b. iS45H - USS NOA departed AOA to refuel from USB 
PONCHATOULA 

;,:;, i8J.5H - USS FORT MARION returned to AOA .. 

d. 20u58 - USB NOA LeluLned to AOA. 

17 May 1969 

d, 0727H - USS NOA and land~n9 force artillery asho:te 
commenced pte!? tires of th.cee landing lones in the western 
portion ot the AOA. 

b. 07)18 - FLep files ceased. 

c. 0)408 - F1Ist hele wave Louched down in the northern 
landing zum~. 

d. 0810H - One helo reported down Ln a pick-Up zone 
due ~u mechaoLcal !dl~Ule. 

cL OdJ 1H - Helo aSSil.ultcompl.et.ed • 

. L O~':!';'H - BGEN J,E, WILLIAMS, CG, NIN'rH MAE, arrived 
abOd!' d US;:; OKINAWA fvr br iefir.g dnd fieldtclJ.t. 

g. 1020H - Downed helo returned aboard USS OKINANA 
by CH-53. 
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h. l040H - USS NOA departed the AOA to rendezvous with 
USS NIAGARA FALLS to conduct a vertical replenishment. 

ie 1605H USS NOA returned to the AOA. 

J. 1615H - COL TRUONG TAN TRUC, CO, 51st ARVN Battalion 
arrived aboard USS OKINAWA to visit CATF and CLF. 

k. 18l5H - USS OKINAWA and USS DULUTH received two 
CH-46 helic0pters each from Danang to remain oveL night. 

18 May 1969 

a. 0830H - CATF and CLF returned calIon COL TRUONG 
TAN TRUC, CO, 51st ARVN Battalion. 

b. 1445H - CATF and CLF conducted liaison visit to 
III MAF. 

19 May 1969 

do 0630H - USB OKINAWA; USS TORTUGA and USS FORT 
MARION conducted a vertl.cal replenl.shment trom USS NIAGARA 
FALLS, 

b. 0830H - USS DULUTH conducted a vect..J.cal replenishment 
from USB NIAGARA FALLS. 

c. 0845H - USS DOUGLAS H, FOX \00 779.1 r:e.J..l..8v.ad USS 
NOA (DO 841) as NGFS Ship. 

d. 1310H - Appendix VII to Annex I \wlthdrawal ord~LI 
issued. 

e. 1803H - CG, III MAF recommended teLmination ot 
Operation DARING REBEL on or about 20 May. 

le i820H - USS OKINAWA and USS DULUTH rec't::::lved a 
total of five eH-46's from Danang to remain over night. 

g. IBSOH - COMSEVENTHFLT c0n.:.utred ~.n t.he Withd:.:.a.wCt.l.­
on 20 May • 

... 20 May 1969 

a. OS02H - W-Hour confirmed. 
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b, 0545H - LVT's froll. USS DULU'rH splashed. 

c. 06l5H - LVTls touched down on Red Beach 0 

d. 0630H - Withdrawal commenced on schedule. 

e. 0700H - First helo waves airborne for pick-up 
zonesc 

f. lOOOH - USS DOUGLAS H. FOX (DO 779) released to 
proceed on duties assigned. 

g. 1136H - Hela withdrawal completed, last helo waves 
received small a.r,OIS fl.re from the vicinity of the LZ IS as 
they lifted out. 

h. 1.230H - Red Beach cleared. 

i. 1255H - All boats and LVT's aboard Amphibious Task 
Force ships. 

J. 1300H - Red Beach closed. 

.'!III • 

ko 1304H CATF L'ecommended ter:mindtion of the Oper:dtion 
as of 201300H, 

1. 1306H - CATF dissolved AOA as of .20i300H. 

me IJ08H CA'TF requested NOTAM be cancelLed 0 

n, l600H - Recel.'ved COMSEVENTHFLT 200718Z MAY 69, 
terminating Operation DARING REBEL, 

10 
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PL))'NNING/OPERATIONS , 

1. (C) The 1nit~al planning conference was scheduled for 
30l400H )).ptil 1969 by CG, III MAFo Representatives fLom 

.-

the various commands expected to paIt.icipate in the operation 
were invitedo As d result of the conference t.he following 
forceswe.re scheduled to partJ.cipdt.e in Ope:catlon DARING 
REBEL: ARG/SLF ))'LFA, two CavalI:y Troops f:x:om Americal DJ.v­
ision, Swift boats from CTG 115 0 1, two ARVN Battalions, two 
Regional Force (RF) C0mpanies, one Popular Force (PFI Platoon, 
Vie'cnamese N':NY"'}\G-<2, CJa:s'L,o~;l ~r:)Up'...4and "INN River Patrol, 
four companies t':t'om Republic of Korea Marine Corps (ROme), 
and Provincial FOLces to operate the Combined Holding 
and InterzogatLon Center (CHIC). 

2. (C) A'g'raements Leached at the planning conference were: 

a. Gene:r~l concept of Opera'tions: 

\,1) CommencJ..ng about 3 May 1969 two ROKMC Companies 
would entsi the ROKMC Objective Ared (the d~ea encompassed 
by RoutE:: OnE: 0n the west, the Song Cat.. Lau on the nott.h, the 
waterway" between grid cooYdinates B"r 115559 and BT 148530 on 
the east, dnd Route 537 on the south) by land and two 
companieb would land in the easte:rn portion of' the Objective 
ALea by helicopter. After two days of seaLch and clecu: 
opeL ations in the 0bJ eeti ve AL'ea the R:JKMC would est.ablish 
blocking posit.wns lntheir Objective Area by the mOl:'l1ing of 
5 May 1969 to prevent the escape of VC/NVA trom t.he combined 
operdtion a:c'edc 

{2) Also commencing on J May RF/PF together w~th RAG-
32 would clear the ed.stern poction of Duy Xuyen District !I.nd the:~ 
portion of Hieu Nhon District. east vf HoI An and dSSUiT!e 

blocking posit.ions by early 5 May along Song CUd Dd~ dnd 
Song Thu BoOn t.o prevent enemy escape from the northe:rn end 
of Barrier Island and viCLnity. 

~. 3) On 5 May ARG/SLF ALFAwGuld conduct a heliCOpter 
assault WJ.th t.wo companies on the western side of BaLLiet 
Island (south of t.he Quang Nam!Quang Tin PLovince boundary) 
and a wate.tbo:tne assault wl.th one company, pl~s ei.Ltl.lle:ry j 

in the south.:!dstern corner of the Amphibious ObJective 
Area (AOA) Lfi the vicinl.ty of Grld cooLdlnates Br 250461. 
Simultaneously two ARVN bcrt'te:iions 'wocld c:.md'.J.ct d ht,~l.{.;0J?LE:::r 
assault. Lnto the northwest area ot Ba.r:c.l.e.r ISJ.dnd tnQrt.h 
otthe Quang Nam;Quang T~n Province boundcu:~y; and conduct. 
search and clear operations in close coordination with the 
ARG/SLF landing force south of the Province boundary. Both 
forces wO'uld move west to east across Barrier Island while 
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m"lntain:l.ng .:.lose liaison to insure their schemes of 
maneuveL iNeL": complementa:ryo 

4j Hand L-HoUL were estab~ished as 05iOOOH t0L 
both tha ARVN helic0pter assault and t.he cortlDined he.l..l.:::opte:t. 
and water:borne assault by ARG/SLF ALFAc 

{S) Ame:cical Cavalry Troops wel.e to conduct mob.ile 
scre€-;ning operations to the west of Barrier Island commencing 
on 5 May and 1ni tially conduct mobile sc:t'eening operations 
sooth of east-west grid line 46, until BLT 1/26 could establish 
a blocking force north of east-west grid line 46. 

\6) Coastal Group 14 and CTG 115.1 forces were to 
conduct a Naval Blockade along the northel.D and eaststn coa~t.s 
of Barrier island to prevent infilt~ation/exflltracion of 
enemy forces. 

;(7) A Combined Holding and Inte:nogation Center {CHIC) 
was to be established in eastern Duy Xuyen for screening, 
classification and intelligence exploitation of Vietnamese 
evacuated hom Barrier Island. Innocent civilians were to 
be retuLned at the end of the operation or resettled as 
required. 

8) Between the t.ime ot the planning conteren-:e, 30 
ApriL, and the sta:ct of the operation toO.r the ARG/SLF, d. 

second CHIC was e5t~blished, at the .req~est 0t the Quang 
Tin Province Chief, tor all Vietnamese det.cGi12d. tronL Quang 
Tin Province. This second CHIC was es~abilshed 0uts~de 
and south of the AOA at grid coordinates BT 21.H38. 

b., Command Reia t:l.ons: 

(1) All commands ~nvolved agreed to exchange ilaison 
ofi1ce.cs and to conduc~ operations in coopeLdti0!l and coordina­
tion in accordance with agreements made at the p~dnnlng 
confetence. 

c, E'ire SUppOl. t CooLdJ.na~ion: 

\1 J BarLi.er Island nOL th of eas t-wes~ :lL.ld line 46 
was decldred a free tire zone. fur £11:6 withln assigned Areas 
of OpeLation/A...llphJ:.bious Objective Area 1AO/AOA). All other 
a:ceaswit.:hin the combined operation C:i.!.-ed.S requlted political. 
clearance from t!it.her Hoi An, for Quang Nam Pt(h'ince f or: 
from Tam Ky, tOI: Quang T.l.n Province. 

(2) Commande:c Amphibious Task Force tCATF) would 
control supporting arms within the AOA and supporting arms 
outside the AOA would be controlled through Hoi An and Tam Ky. 
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3. (C) Modifications to General Scheme of HaDeuver. 

a. On 9 May <at the request of America! Division) CAT!' requested a modific 
to the initiating directive to p.~it an Armed Clvalry Unit from Americal Divis 
to enter the AOA and set up a blicking/screening force behind the Landing Force 
as t~P.V moved eastward across tht AOA. The genersl situation indicating t~e de ir-
ability of such a plan was: I 

I 

(1) BLT 1/26 had been methodically searching the inhibited area in the J 
western portion of the AOA (between t.b"Truong Giang waterway and the sand dune l' 
desert running generally north atd south aoross the ADA) and when the landing 
force moved east across the sand "dunes their rear would be unprotected unless 
a blocking force was left behind. The expected troop c()JlllJlitments for search 8 
destroy and the possibility of eaemy contact in the central and eastern portion 
of the ADA rendered positioning of a rear security force from BLT assets undes,i 
The vulnerability of attack, pri.arily by fire, from the western edge of the AO 
made reaf security a neceuity.:Americal Division offered an Armed Cavalry Uni 
to swing in behind the Landing Porce as they moved ust acroas the dunes/desert'l 
and into the vegetated/cultivate4 area. ' I 

! 
I 

(2) Command relations were agreed upon and were in accordance with par~­
graphs 30275 and 30278 of JCS Pub 2. Fire Support Coordination was under contr 1 
of CATF a~d a No Fire Line (NFL) was established between the CAV/BLT units. I 

I •• 

(3) Liaison teams had been exchanged 88 a result of the original planni1': : 
conference, therefore additional liai,on teams were not required. I •••• 

. : ... :. 
(4) Elements of the 1st Squad, [~t Cavalry, America! Division~ moved iqtb 

blocking positions along the sand dunes 'at lll330H but were withdrawn on 12 MayJ .' :.: 1. .. 
I .. • 

b. On 13 May CATF requested authority to send a' combat patrol outside the I : ••• 

AOA into Grid S~uare BT 2144 and an area of operations 2,000 meters around the •••• 
'"l I • CHIC in order to assist in the protection of CHrC and .Lines of Communications I • 

(Loe) between CHrc and the AOA. 'The assistance was considered necessary becau8~ •••• : 
of the increasing small arms fire, mortar rounds and other enemy fire being ree,ived •• • • •• by the CIUC. Several helicopters had taken small arms fire both coming into an : :: 
leaving the CHIC and one helo hael been damaged, but not put out of action» by" • 
motar rounds while offloading in the CHIC. One helo eopilot was wounded slighqy 
by mortar fragments while his helo was ofnoading at the CHIC. : 

3 

DECLASSIFIED 

; I I:' 

Enclosure (4) 
CONFIDENTIAL 

! 
'-'I 

t·-··,. 
I 

','.,;. 

"jil!l 
~M 

:~::i! 

·'I··,:r.;rt~,·,'., .,,~. . 
" > ','",.' : 

, 

~' :1 

":$:K .:."',,,. 

", 



DECLASSIFIED 

.. 
,CONFIDENTIAL 

'ii Au extension of the AOA \'litS considered undesirable i 

due t.o t.he: presence or a fllil1.1mal ARVN force at t.he CHIC and 
Regional FOLces (RF) in t.he area. 

\2, In the late afternoon Ofi4 Maya Reinforced 
Platoon \task oLgcitnized to conduct combat paLrols) was lifted : 
into the CRIC to assJ.st Ln the defense due to dwindling number~ 
ot P~'JV.Lilc:e F'O!CE:5 (PF') remaining in the area and the i 

increasing l~kelihood of the CHIC being overrun. The platoon 
remained at the CHIC until W-Day, 20 May 1969, and was then 
lifted out by helv. 
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1. The intelligence estimat •. was accurate in that the area proved to have 
been a VC infested semi-safe ,haven and supply base for, local forces. The 
large numbers of VC KIA (105), VCI (108) and POW (74) tends to confirm the 
fact that Barrier Island was :'80 strongly dominated Communist area. While 
the estimate listed several IIpacific enemy units as possibly being in the 
area, no specific unit was identified during the operation, The enemy did :, 
not show any significant org~ized resistance in the AOA during the operatiop 
and limited his activities to sapper fire, occasional mortar fire, automatici 
weapons fire directed at helOS. in the landing zones, and a few sapper attackt 
using satchel charges, The maJority of the enemy fire came from an ar~a Jus 
west of the AOA (VIC BT 199459, BT 192470, BT 213448). ' 

2. ARG ALFA intelligence files did not carry a beach survey tor the a.rea I 

whare the Battalion wanted to land the waterborne landing torce. A message i 

request was therefore sent to CTF 76 who replied with a message report. The I, 

beach under consideration had been surveyed only 2 weeks prior to the requesl$ 
so current information was immediately available. CTF 76 recommen1ied a i 

300 yard stretch of NIB Beach 8 as being the best place for the beach based ' 
on the recent survey. That spot turned out to be exactly the place where 
the SLF wanted the troops landed, and it was designated Red Beach. It WaS 
predicted that the LCU and LCM8 i s would achieve dry ramps at h~g!, tide only 
as the gradient was expected to be about 1:400 High tide occurred shortly 
atter H-hour and the initial offload during the assault went very smoothly, 
Later in the d~t as the tide began to ebb, the Leu and LCM8's began ex-

4 •• 
periencing wet ramps, with between 2 and feet of water at the ramps 0 In .,. •• • this regard, the tide prediction ta.ble issued in the intelligence estimate .... 
was considered accurate by observation by Beacrunasters, in numbers of tides i.. • 
daily, times, and range. An tffort was made by UDT Det ECHO to find a bette~ : ••••• 
landing place by making a cheek survey 500 yards each aide of beach center, ' •••• . ., 
and it was reported that a better place might be located about 200 yards •••• : 
north of beach centero The LOU was landed there, however, the conditions •••• 
were not. si.gnificantly different from beach center t the in1 tial land.ing •• :. 
place was not moved. • • ••• • 
3, There was one POW report that the enemy in the AOA had been warned by 
loudspeaker the day bef'ore D-Da.y that the Marines were coming the next day. 
No other information on this subject was forthcoming, and it could not be 
determined how the enemy got the word on the impending amphibimlB a.ssaulto 

40 No new intelligence wa.s obtained which had not been pr'eviously reportedo 
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MED reAL/LOG lS'T:J:. CS 

A. MEOlCAL: 

L nn uss OKINAWA ~LPH 3) WaS deslgnated as casualty 
receiving ship for Operation DARING REBEL. 

.- . 

20 (C) Sevet.al Vietnamese casualties were treated aboard 
US5 OKINAWA" two of these died as a result (If their wounds. 
One was d. pLvven enemy and one was a young male child. 

30 (C) It 1s to be noted that in the casualty statistics 
there were a total of f.1.fty two combat l.njuries rece:J..ved j of 
this total there weLe torty eight mi6sile injuries dnd eight 
non-missile inJuries,whlch total fifty six. The apparent 
discrepancy of these totals is due to the fact that. a few 
casualties had both mlssile and non-missile injuries. 

4. (C) Casualty statistics: 

ae On 4 May, 79 units of blood were received trom 
Na\lal Support Activity Danang Hospital. On 8 May, 36 
additional units wer:e received fOL a total of 115 units. 
During th~ ~2eration ther:e weLe 70 units cross-matched 
with 22 units transtusedc' There we:re 93 units remaining 
on hand at the end; which were returned to Naval SUppOL t. 
Activity Danang. There were no t.ransfusion leactions. 

b. Summary 01 casualty st.atistics. 

(1) TOTAL CASUALTIES RECEIVED: 
{"') Non-C0mbat: 
(b» Wounded J..n Action (WIA) 
lC) Killed in Action (KIA) 
(d) O~ed of WJunds (DOW) 
«e) VC-POW 
a) ARVN 
tgJ Clvll.Lm 

-BOln Vietnamese 

\2; NON-COMBAT CLASSIFIED: 
Ta) Heat Exhaustlon 
(bi Laceration 
~c) Miscellaneous Condltion 
(d) Abscess 
(e) Appendiciti$ 
(f) FUO 
(g) Hyperventilation 
(h) Genital-Urinary 
OJ Malaria 

126 
66 
52 

2 
2* 
3 

16 
'1 
7 
5 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
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(J) SunbuLn 
{kj Dog bit.e 
(lj Foreign Body Eye 
{mj Dermatology 
(n) Acute Anxiety Reaction 
(oJ Strain 
\Pl Hemou:hoids 
\q) GSW (Self Inflicted) 
Cd Burn 
~s 1 Spr:; in 

,3) COMBAT CASUALTIES CLASSIFIED: 

\a) MISSILE WOUNDS 

10 seve:citl 

a. Major 

• 

ii!.} Site ~Mo.)oL wounds 
only} 

'(a) Luwer: Extremity 
(5) Upper Extremity 
(c) Head 
(d) Chest 
(e) Abdomen 
([I Eye 

t~) Fractures {Open} 

(a) T~bia and 
(I)) Femur 
(c) Phaldnges 
an Metatarsal 
\~) Metacarpal 

bo Minor 

(b, NON-MISSILE INJURIES 

1. Concussion 
2. Cont.usion 
3. WP Burns 

,'4. Abrasions 
~. Puncture 
6. Laceration 

Fibula 

2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

48 

17 

9 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 

10 

3 
3 
2 
1 
1 

31 

8 

1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
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{c OPERA'TIVE CASES PERFORMED 
llnicial Rx Only} 

L MaJor 
2. Ml.!lor 

(d» MAJOR SURGICAL PROCEDURES 

• 

1. Debridement and stabilization 

21 
9 

at fractures 7 
2. Appendec tomy 4 
3. Debridement ma]oJ: soft 

t.issue extremity wounds 4 
4. Insertion of chest tube.. 2 
5. Debridement ot GSW abdomen 1 
60 ARTERIAL REPAIR 1 
7. Amputation, digits 1 
8. Exploratory laparotomy and 

splenic flexux:e colostomy 1 

{e) SUMMARY OF/OR ANES'rHESIA 
• 

l. General 
2. Spinal 
3. Regional Block 
40 Local 

~o DISPOSITON 

1. Treated and ReLeased 
2.. Admitted to Sickbay 
3. Discharged to Dllty 
4." Transferred 
5. Transferred \Care or the 

Dead) 

8 
6 
:3 
2 

58 
68 
40 
12 

4 
6. D~edJfrJvC.b.ds 2* 

, '7. PE-:)'':.a.inin9 .m Sickbay End 
":';'~0t Opercit. ... 0~. 12 

." .. - '" Bo th V ietname se 

3 
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1, (C) M.~nt~nance. Due to low w1nd velocity for 
hell.c(Jpt~t 0perat.luns USS OKINAWA was required to exceed 
the hOlll s between c leaning firesides on mlmbe.r two boiler. 

2. (el UNREP/VERTR,E:PS, A total ot fOUL :replenishments 
were conducted"" d1i.iClng Operation DARING REBEL, three were 
d.lan,;) old.: replenishments dnd vne was d VERTREPo 

SHIP NSFO JP5 PROVISIONS STORES 

CALIENTE 72,369 60,349 

'rOL0VANA 186,650 

PASSLlMPSIC lO~/182 5,040 

NlAGARA FALLS l5.8 SiT 

NS.fO dnd JPS qUianLtt.l.eS Hl gallons .. 

4 
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.J.- u r ., .. ~~,; .. i~.!.~ (; ~ .. ':~·v.,; .. ~~ ... ~ .. :' "II!tLO;j ~-';.: ~ ':''J~' ~ _ ;;;~"j~ ... ~; -H~~ - ..... Wi J; -;.:~-;.: "'{ .. ~ ... ~ •• '2:.i.\l.j. MEEt 
Anr.ei N~',iem'ber i-r.::l. '~:LG; 60:' Q?;"'';.J~ :';:;iA~69 ul'he AR.:i ;';,:JmJ.;(;illici.tion5 a....iJlex w~s 
~rcmu:J.gl.ted. 1i.t2 l:,:·.;.;t,~ pl.-i;;;r 'c,:; H..-He;'" ~ h;;,n~e; {.:. :pr~·;;;l:;.miii were encountered in 
s;s"C&bli6ili'C'o!6 ~':~ .. ~~r ... ¢..-~:~~;..s ~.:;. .~~:, ~~;:~,.~;:'ta~o l~c i:'g::-.!f!,.·a.~~"';:· P;{~t:L6:~B wer·. 
en:~ur..t~:i.;i d~dt.g lid~~i' a.r.d. p:iiJ'mi{lg tor the e:pe2'.ticn o 

.::. R$;r~i;ttjj,;';~;iO·l~t'jU. A~;.;~t,.,5o :;:n1.tia.l :!.,~""!.l'SlUen'c5 e:x;:;eedea. f',J.,~ship ecrJll'P~ 
mcmt = a.iii!(-s~i:i-'~6(;;-UrlF irJ:"d'~"'{{:F freq ... tm,oj :r8.tige.s u Adci.ing to the problem ~ h,o tr.dF 
t;~&:tlGe·i'tte\rs 1(er,e' (,A5f'~t<r thZ':'4hc':.1"C t~1.e o;eratJ.c;;,u 

30 lJi:3ABLE JinE~uE!~'(':;:E5 0 At. ';;:'.~~ 0 e.:;;~.;.~a int$J';f'u',"n~~ O~ ~;;;:ifred en blot:h NG:FS 
CON'l:K5':w 'ar.:J. :a·iiE~UP;;-:;ir;); ... 1cL F;'''i:i.-.;. .• m:;y ::Ultuf1:r&n:::s nports Wi::;fe! origbl.t~ 
ed "\lpOI~ ,C~~':..il~·~rJ.J,!;o U!'he f:o.gs;"i~ eX;~:;.ri.e;;~:;\;i;l iitf:'.:"·-':'~"~~6S :tta~$i.~::,~ t:Ciofti,[; ·-t~ 

CU 1:[1 MA1 C",'i:OZ1C:r.e EI M.Af. ..:::MMAND 1 ,;.:;;';;;-;;_..;,!dC ~ r.l';hcJ.gh:;;nm:.-.; .. d:::o.tic;r.a witn 
other 'J.1.nits cr. '~b$ c;5 .. :;,;:'.::;':. we:i{';;l ;o'1.d;t.;"~'H:';':t rSi.io.bls 0 

4.~~El!!.~i}i~ ___ ,~1.~~~~,o Ad~~~i.te ;:::l1P·cog~&:pr-,.:i,;; sy.steIL.S w,=re a,·,rioL .. b.le 
th:r:)u.Shc1,)~t the Cpar&d.c{;, b 

• · "', ..... ""' .......... 
• 
• 

60 '1'~,ai"r.:1;; LOc~d __ ~£!!~~~:"£l!jiJ~~,, ~,!_?~,r~~~~l_.:.~":~;';,i.}}.lt~~> The t,,'a.fti.;; lo'4,;,~ ~ 
though haa-crt", did r.c·; S:,&()iie:.l :~i;:,,;;,!t-or ~c;:,£cr;ne:k &7a.i~~bL.l.ityu AT. time-Ii; ~ 

heavy ::riJ:cgci • .:g trr.t'fi::..rcl:.Jme:& :::A:,.\~ed s:i.ight deiqs ir. Ope?&.tl.:Jrla..i t;raffio ~ .~:~ 
however ~ no axt,e"lili:re b .. :.tk:"cg 01' ii/atfic ::.l~1;;.i:"t~J. i,j,; ... ;ri~'lg the C':lI~lfio"donQ 

T ti llermin~t::~i." l •• ~ ~A"i;\.;::r-iM'::?Nt:;' :ii:C:.S'IES '~~""'lr.;l.r.i.Uor. wi U'. NA'v'SU?J? ;'C:r DANAN'G 
was ~~n:ii·fai~~d~~A~~::':;'£-!.!.:o ... :.1;," .s1gr.d.t~~i,;r.t p~co:'s;:J].i:i c~;;>',",i:':ted, v/he;;.. th~ A\,rrc~a:N:~~ 
~ir~'ui t W'-Iti ilo\~~s~~t';::""te ~~~:'!)g tt~e ~,~t'i~J. :'-r e;la '18 M~~ l) N'c &,~<Y..tt: ~r~clems "'~ 
"fere <:~" ~ed. by tb.ioS ,y;;.t&geo :::i:t~·..:.it re~d.i.bJ.ihy wu l:liH f'c:;;· So ~ClO;t, 1<~,,:'~a 
on thtc' FLEE'': EAS.if ~,{1i ~!ler,.~::~_";.::':'~ ;;t~n".;h ·:.;.it pi,~;:;t:i i'-f':,ili HA·;;::;.~j.'4S'i-lEo":fAC; 
to ~·~(~i:~MS-~.A ~';J1~~viG 0 

8 B:toi.;1'i.Sd,:ti"'-i.S'~r. F'~;Se'l b,:;; .. j,:;.S.~: ~;''''_''~'.::J;:~ /i':Nii} ,""'(:,;,,<,:,:,,,;r:.'. :n::c,:.gt:'C'Jt 
the ~i~'i'2:~~~'~';i~ii~t'~; :)0t~ f:i=c~al';!r..it :(e~lt$leJ. i.);t .... L,~ :JAl~.~\&u 

9. ·Eg.uiIl';';~~~~E.~_~~_~_~?_~_~_~~~~~ '·~~~·~.;~.:';,.";·i,o.n.~ ~~·;I:"r.a6r.~~ W~~ 'i;~·t~~ r~'-~i.·~I~ 8,fi.d. 
rG:pl.:ir~ We;;-e ;t,i,o." i-i ~¥cr.r. .... -:;'S'i'\i.!:;·~d.. 

1{';). it?;;;' if • ., K':{, S "8 

ir.'g ;T:-~~t~ >r"·f,;:·:·~ ... g 
ties c:;:::-J.r~·;.lu 

";; V' --,' .. ~ ~. "'-. '- ---
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PUJBLIC AFFAIRS 

1. During Operation DARING REBEL this comm~nd issued 13 prase releases for 
clear2nce by COMUSMACV, hosted eleven c{vtlt~n news media representattve~. three 
III MAF escorta and seven military news media and CIB representatives. 

2. O~ the m~rntng of 5 May a total of 18 n~ws media representatives and three 
~scort~ arriwed aboard the flagship from III MAF via CH~46 furnished by ARG/SLF 
BRAVO. CATF and CLF briefed the newsmen and answered their questions. The 
group of 21 requested to ride the intttal waterborne assault waves and were taken 
to U:S:S IlJli.l'LU'lt'''iti. Al?oard DULUTH the newmen were positi.oned 'in LV'T°s and LCM-8 .!lll!l~ 
3ault craft. The newmen hit the beach in the first and second waves. 

3. After about three hours on the beach the civi.lian newsmen and their es~ort8 
~eturned to the flagship and, within 45 minutes. were enroute to Oanang vis two 
CIBl-46 us again furni.shed by ARG/SLF BRAVO. New!!l meldta represented were: NBC. 
C)PSS~ AP. UPI 9 TIME-LIFE, AFP and STARS AND STRIPES. 

40 CTF 16 sent a four-man Mobile Amphtb{~us News Team to establish a Commancl 
I~fc~ati~~ Bureau (CIB) aboard the ~lagship with a highly mobile photo detach­
men~ to visit all ships present. The news team reported aboard USS OKIN~WA on 
the afterncon of 5 May and immediately eataibl hihed the CllE. 'll'he detachm.·ent of 
two e~lt8ted photographers was sent to uss DU~L1rH, 

5. eIE ~ETa©~~el observed USS WHITE RIVER from USS OKINAWA helo during a ftr{~g_ 
mi8~t©n on 6 May. Three prints and negatiwe~ were se~t to CTE 70.2.1.1 

6. Om" M.mY9 ]!'PAVO Co., held in reserve cntU then. walli helo-l f.fted from russ 
D~LtTff by lliMM 362. CIS personnel photographed the hellO op~ ~nd mailed efght 
roll® of film to CTE 70.2.1.1. 

7. 01rI! the morn-tng of 9 May a simulated helo S)sa8ult WSliBl laurnched frnm 1USS; 
OKINAWA w~{le a simulated waterborne SSSSluli. It waSlJ laum::hed from USS ruI.,lili'H0 
B<?Ca~se nf Naval G\lIoftre prep Ures ~ a hellO folt atrborne photography was not 
available~ however. the L~~IS splashing tn format{on made great amphibious 
j:ihot~gUlph:;r. 'fhi.is film was mailed immediately to C'rE 70.2,. L 1, 

8. BI~ ONE 9 ~e,wn 129 Det FOXTROT employe& PSYOP3 ~n the morning IOf 10 May tn 
the form of a leaflet drop and aerial bro~&ca~ts. GIE personnel accomp~n{ed 
~lhe m'l$i9J tOim <lll1!1liCl! compi.led information and photographs for at feature story. 

'9, \).r~ the l~illl)lt'ntl:'dg of 11 May. CIB p:erSlJ©nnel went ashore to cover BMU ONE 
Detachm~nt: on RED BEACH. InformatiqKil was clOOl]pJUed for tT,vO photo features and 
~ tap® recoTd{~g of the Of.nC and h{~ experience the first night of the op~ration 
whEn the C<limp was attacked by smaH a:nn~ nXE: W<1ll$ m.r;;die. That afternoon COL 
w·illi~m C. ~, USMC, Commander of the L~ndtng Force was tntervtewed on tape 
~~d th~ t~~e sent to CTE 70.2.1.1. 

10. In the two week operation nearly every ship tn the Task Force was vistted 
at: least o""ce 'by CI:B personnel. Two futHe attempts were made to visit USS FRANK 
E. EVANS (NlGiFS shtp). Travel cco'lrdh1ati.01(h by USS OKINAWA (LFH 3) was out~ 
standi1:'lg. 
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SJP.t>ORI'lNG ARMS -
oL- G;:!.eLa.1.o J.~i.MAE' p,;:uv ... dca u'H-.l.E ",,-,[led,. OV-.1.O, A-4, A-6, 
F-4an.a f'=:-0v ::.~J.,-,':'6.1 t. wnen rl~ea2a f·~: _-'-J.5€ ::t.d S ... pp0! t 
cHid .sp{.,t!.i.Ii~ ,~"::;i:.tLJJ. fJuLpO::'66. uS':; WHIrE RiVER \LFR 536), 
USB MULL.iNNIX ,DD 9441, USB Ef<.ANK E" EVANS (DO 7:)4; t USS 
NOA \DD b4:, cind USS DOUGLAS H- FO)';.,DD 799) weLe assigned 
at Va~~OUS L~me6 L~ pL0vide NavaL GUfitlCe Support (NGFSj. 
USB WHITE RI v"ER L:lorad 5" :=.p.:..n ::,tab -.. _ = ~ L0GKets f ess 
MUL.LINNJ:X Wa::) dLlr[cQ·with :'''/54 g:.lH::>, ci.i,Q end ot.h.:::r: dest.t:)yers 
c:::I.1.r..i.8d 5"/j& guns. MARKE.I' T.LME .[,,;:''::d6 .V'12B ::lnd PGi 
patroll.ed the :SSawcadAUA, ~:l::-:''::'~cp'-'''r-.~ ::"fi.1 J.nveSt.J..~d.:,~c'9 
all un.Ld<2Dt.:J...t1.ed c-:;,{.t.d.(.t;::" a:.d P:0" ~d::od J..Li(I~t.ed. iLl.." 6' ... ppO.ft. 
along t.he oea..:.no 

d. Scnedule ot FL!~8. On D-Day WHITE R~VER f~Led 500 
rounds of 5" Spill Stabil.CLzed nGcKet.sSSR:; pr:ep iLIS on Red 
Beach tr0ffi H-60 to 8-45, ~n ol.der t.o det0ndte arty mlnes 
wh~ch might nu~e been pidnced ~nd ~~ cti::'_L0de dny b~nkers 
1.n the b~Lm 11.n~. The beach pC6p w~s b~hed~Led tu ellm~nate 
any .l..Llle vI f.L1:C fJLobl.em& th::tt. may h::tve dL16.::b WLt.h bot.h 
TOR'l'UGA ::1na DULUTH 1.n c.tic -..J.":Ul~~_Y'.Ji. tne LOD by H-JO t.J 
launch D~~~5 ~na LVT's. WrllTE R~V£R n~d ~.J~d~_ced a sim~lar 
m~55i0fi ~n ~ May noet.h ~1 R~d Beach ~~ iL ~~b aeclded tnat 
t.hl.,5 <;:;cd: .... y J:!::"cp .;1.. Red B=:i~n wc,-,-,-d n.Jt. ;,:11-'=0 i':'LeHl"iL_~e 
d~sclJ8~1.e ~L t.ne a~t.U:iL dmpli~D_~~b J.aLdiug. M0LLINNiX 
tl..ced 2:00 .;t:Odnas of 5";54 un Red Bea..;n rt",i1I H-IJ to H-8 to 
e~J.ml.rla.te any cnemi' rtl"';~cttler,L .. nt.:::; ~.hc <:>..:2':' ",r1.cL che WHiTE 
RIVER p..i. c.fJ. rIle ;:; ... PfJ01. :dlg ALL:> C.0Ji..a~.D.:iL.L0iJ Center ',SACCi 
Lhen "ntI.:.ed neL l~Le t.) l.-n", :f)L~.TI::>"(,.i' lctnd.:i9 Z::Hle t.0 [j...re 

100 l.ciI .• r,d", pL2fJ LLLc ui1t.J...L 1.,-j jr'~l1.; '_"E, ~:~ (it::.,l:.:dlizE: any 
c-'nE::my ~ Ii ,~, S 'If i..:: ... ni ty , 

b. AtftC,-,U':':;iL D ... , .. 6l0!., -p""":ct;:'~(l:1 :jc;lc,:,:>,.L,-j' 5;..; .... 1...hwt::6t I.)t 
t.he AOA, dc":t.9il.:tLCd an ::"1.E.", c1\.::'~li:::ldl~ :.ff-~ ~X..i..'lictc.e~y luuO 
met.eLS ... n~-.:, ::n", Ame, .J..,-:1-,- Au .::t;id ; .... ;lrb",~ .::laja~S~;.L t. .... -c.he AOA 
as a Lie", .r.~i.e i,.dle D.I.:,3ht,-y .r~G:r1 .Lj.5url t.-.J 1.J:~J.JLiH, fn.Ls pr1.01. 

coo-cd ... nat..l_:i il[ode ~':' fiJ""O,:> .... D .... c C"J ":'.:tp.i.dJ..Y ~~.1.en(.e::!.n:f ::,n.LpE:c 
OJ:. fl10Lt.o.L l.~Lt:! ;Jcl,el",t..ed r.rvlll :..n,c L.Lee 1. ... 1.", '::'0ne ;,.,t...J ~he 

p.r.LffiaLj Lt.'", ~:'t'::1 ,-,":'mf-=ttly [:;..j1:>.t..:'1-0;'1& di.. :.l "..rl,=- ::'-':'.It.rlwe.st.2LIl 

eage ::.,.t t.he M.\ .. :I/:~ .1.:'::: ~.:.:". t:: ~ .Lin Ul.;(: ... :: C1 f' i ~l.J '- ::.,ll'::' .~ C1 S:: ried...:, Ldl~ 
d.nd ~::;,[la.,..l ..... :... .... t!.~ cl -lllJ l. ;';'HO .1 .L. .......... d.1;. .... ~ .. .:.1. .A •• ". 1,._,:,6 ... ·....,llb -.L.il ~.rli.s 

boraer ~Led.. NL~hLly NGFS Hand 1 1.~Le8 were cU0£dlnatad 
with a£tllleLY dIld ffiortd£ H and I fLteS to obLain Lhe 
greatest. p!0Dab.Le Ldlget c-Jve.ca'<je and "H.lect .. ..Lveness 0 

c, Naval gUllf.LLe prep f'i...res were empioyed on a simulat.ed 
he11copteI land~ng zone and beach in the no_~hern port~on of 
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the AOA 'ull 0 .. 4 Lv cordlAse the etl.amy" USS FRANK Ee EVANS 
fued is LJcUlds ..;1. S",)8 al. eClch to.t9e:t, if!. C;OJ.I..dlnali:m 
WiLh dLtlL~eI.y ~nd ~i06a d~[ SUppOLt SLLLke&, 

d. The p,~md[y LZ's wele aga~n prepped Oft D+12 when 
CHARLIE dnd DELTA CompCln~es waLe litted back tolhe LZ's 
In the we-ste.c.!l pC/I. t10r1 oft-he AOA LO make d seco:nd search 
and cleat sweep 01 ehe dLea. 

e" Ass~n~~t 0.!. Sh!fS. Ndl)'al 9unt~.r.e ships wele 
aS8Lgnea dB lOi10W~ to pLuvLde direct BUPPOLl of BLT 1/26: 

uS':; WHlrE RiVER (Lf'£<. S36.1 

US6 MULLINNIX WD 944) 

US;:) FRANK E, EVANS ~DD 154] 

US.::; N0i1. ~OD 1ji411 

US,:; DuUGLAS H ~'OX DO /79) 
Udti Ct<;;)CKErr '\PG 88 

W€l&: 

p!~f' .F .. 1'25 

H dod 1 

CaLL E'u~ 

liiumir1:.>tLJO 

'r0 t d 1 

s- b May 

5- 6 May 

6-L5 Mdj 

15-19 May 

19-.:;0 May 
iJ-t:- May 

M ... ",,,,l.vti6 -----
l.::j 

S6 

4b 

9 

125 

1290 LvundS/ 
ti tciL~et;b 

469 !uunds/ 
11 t.aL'gets 
3014 x;;",.mds/ 
79 targets 
jjS Lvunds! 
26 td!.gets 
Nvt. .t lL >:::d 
;,;'J ru:Jndsj 
1 tQl':;':: t 

R"''-'''l'')i::; 

lS0.5 

IbStl 

1.~48 

22; 

5236 

y. CJi1l1l!lHl..I.(;ations Q N0 fJ!vlo.u:.Jed dl.tt.l.....:u..l.t.l.es were 
exp8rJ..enC;dWit.h~c-(,>vnU:hu.!:dCat.r.0I1S dun.flg Ule 0per:ctti0H 
The CATF 1.ta::l6hlp L2!rLai!1e:d WiLh.l..ll leas.::ma.btc: d.istctllCe froITt 
t.he beach .LU vrcte:. t.'.J fficu.nt.;:tin ,.:...,,jrnmuil.i.':"·::tl:l..){l::;, 0.11 .:)ne 
0c;;:asl0n 6"'.'.ct€ iHt·f:;flE::L,2ncc:: iLOJfl in-co" ... Il.try .. fi.ltb Wd~ 
eKperiew';e.d ..:;n the naVdl~<oi.ul.l.Ce spot. netQTtas WaS pr.0mpt.ly 
cO~Lected after d HarmfuL Interference Report was sent to 
Clppr.opLiau:! .I.n-CUu.ntLY commands .. 
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de Plarw~n'i' CTG 76,.4 t.eptesent.at~ves conducted a liaison 
viSit tu-Q~i7~ 'I'ln Province H'e:l.d.qu.:trters on 3 May 1969 re'gaLding 
CHIC .ioco.tLono:. and .l.nt.elil..gerlce Lntu111!dtion about. Bal..!.J.eL 
l:Hdnd dnd .:11.:;'0 at tended d pla.nning c,:m!erence at t.he Americal 
Division C"ilLifLct!ld Po.::.L Agd.Ln; on 4 May, .i.iaison was conducted 
with replesentdtlves ot the Americal Dlvlslon at Chu Lai 
x: ey cu, din'.3 cuel t.t '01 ot 1:. iX.ed-wing a iI stl: .i.kes and 'Tactical Al! 
Observers Ul supp0rl at Opeii:itiOl1 DARING REBEL. 

b, ExccutJ...:m c 

\l~ On 5 M~~, the F J IWdtd Ai! ConttolleL fl.Om the 
Arne! leal DloJJli:;1,0n waS on stat,ion at. L-60 t.0 (;ont.LJI r.ixed­
wlng cllrcLalt iuL L~ prep and CAS. 

il; At L-50 t Liked-wing a.Lrcratt drrived on schedule 
and pLep~ea the LZ w~th 500 pound bombs. 

Ij! At:. L- lS, li.xc:::d-wlng aiICLdlt tUI CAS cd'Lived on 
sch~du"t:.ahd 6U'f:!pc.€sbed auU)ma.t:Lc wc:~p.)ns tLfe as fI·eed.ed.> 

1.4, C'TG (6~·q "rdCtJ.Cal All (.uilt1.oi Center ,rACe) 
cont!uii~d ~ILb2 aiCClatt du!ing Opelal10n DARING REBEL, 
tOLty lwv ~l th~s~ WE,e ti~ht~c dnd altdCk air~[drt 1o, 
CASflS.I.'::ll'n Wc(c AC-q;' "SPOOKY-" ctlrclatt .t0r ti.ce aUpp::Jl t 
';;;I~,d ~i~'u((L~l1ati\JIl:::Ifi.d lW9I.l.ty wee!::! LlH-tE:1unshlps 1U[ hcL.J 

e&C0l!. dna M.E.UEVAC 1; ~ e .::.dfJP:'il: t , r"n d 1. .,. ,,:l, 'J .. e 7:' 1'..I.~(-' :.d 

•• •• • •• • •••• 
• • •••••• • 
•••• • •• • •• •• • 
•••• • •••• • 

• ••• • • • •• 
• ••• • •• 

kv,;K.et b 8 5" Z.UNi, L'f J L. ; S" ROCKE'l'tl· : 

AlTUh.j 

29 t 00U puuCld.5 

~ , 6 U 0 I . .:,h,u:ld::l, 2 CiMM ( 
lbb,bUO L(;u!!dl:),i,6~MM 

A totctl O~ 43 MEDEVAC I~qucdts were pIucessed dUlln9 DARING 
REBEL. 22 ~i Lhe82 WEi8 2me[gen~y Lequestd, A lJtal ot 140 
SAV-A-PLANE's we(c prJ~.eosdd. 

l~; Fl~queCltly dt n~gh~ UH-1E ~unsnLp~ W~l~ L8q~esled 
I.c0!1l Ch'..1 L.:d, thlJU9tl HAWK HILL \CP trJ.c L1 Ar.ntVlcd ~a\jcd.!y; 

lOl IIEe 6u~V~Ll 01 emel~en_y MEDEVA~ 11~~htl:). The albtbn~e 
between0cH ufJt::r atlu~ ar ed dnd Chu La..L cal.i6ed. do delay Jt 40 -
70 minut.es to.! gunshl.p support of emergency MEDEVAC's. CTG 
76.4 requested. hom CG, ill MAP that gunships be positioned 
at LZ BALDY, apptu~lmately 3 miles west of the AOA j at 
ni.ght to avoid this delay. CG, 111 MAF answe.red that. this 
was not prdcLJ.cal and recommended that CATP stat.ion MEDEVAC 
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hell,copt.ers at MaLbIe Mountcun or Chu Lal. (CG, III MAF 070440Z 
MAY 69 NOTAL;, CTGi6.4 was told informal.ly by the America.! 
DivJ.s.l.OIl Lhat. '-jullSlll.ps were at LZ BALDY on the night. of 8 
May but when Lequested L:n an eme.tgency MEDEVAC that night 
they weLe,loll fact, in ehu Lai. 

~6) CG, 111 MAl" .r:equHed that a.ll' aiL support requests 
for pre-planned missions be submitted prior co 1200 t.he day 
before their USB. This necessitates the BLT ashore to deter­
mLne t.helJt. requirement.s 24 hours in advance when, in erfect, 
these lequ~remcnt8 0tten change throughout the da.y. 

i/) In Lhe lat.er stages of Opela.tJ.on DARlNG REBEL 
the 80ut.herD CHIC trequent~y received ground tire and mortdr 
att.acks. P"i.r.e su.pport was requested by TAce through FIRST 
MAW on these occasions even though the CHIC was not. .l.n our 
AOA 

(8) TW.l.ce dU!J.ng Operation DARlNG REBEL the MEDEVAC 
Guard WaS transt8ued to DULUTH Whele 'TACRON personnel and 
MEDEVAC he 106 d ::>sumed. the 9 !Jar d while OKINAWA COJlduct.ed 
unde! way 1. ap . .:.erli.snrnen t s. 

(9, On 20 May, two UH-IE's 10L helo escort assisted 
.l.n ~he WLthdLaWal 01 BLT 1;26. 

c, CvltlinUIl.l Cd. tLonb. 

~l TACe rdd.lu nelS were est&blished dnd manned in 
d(.C0Lda ClCt W 1. t.h AnnC'x HO'TEL 01 CTGi tJ -1 Of<J:m j(13 .... 69. 'T't~n nets 
WeLe !E::que6ted dud all ten wer8 provided. 

'~i C:..Ifn!lIunl.Cdtloub t.hl.oughout. ~he ent.l.Le upeLdtl0n 
were ~~~~lLe.lt. The blg~e5t problem WaS cunt.acting FIRST 
MAW in the Idle ni.jhL or taLly mOLning tor: "SPOOKY" gunship 
SUppULL. Olt~D it. WaS neCe6Sd!y to reLdY t.hese tequests 
through 60me other station. 

J, O.KiNAWf\ exper l8Hced a poweL lus~ at. IJL~S()H. 
Ail cir~uLls weL~ back 1n ~pe[btion by l_ .~~~H. 

\4. A~al.ll, db 1n pLevlous operations, LZ Contlol was 
uset..:..l .111 expe;d.J.. t 1 fig SAV'l"A-PLANE IntO.l.ma t.iJil t.J embct!k::::d dir­

Cl~tt. un~Dlc to talk wLth HeLlc0pter DiLe~t.~un Cenler ,HOC). 
Th~s appL~~idbly lessened tne Lime delay Ln cied~lng aLtJ.lleLY 
dnd naval gunfire missions. 
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SH1P-'TO-SHORE MOVEMENT 

AMPHIBiOUS DEMONSTRATION 

WITHDRAWAL 

PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERA'TIONS 

Ao SH1.P-Tv-SHORE MOVEMENT: 

1. cj W~telbolne. The waterborne ship-lo-shoLe phase 
01 tehe dmphiblu:..ts assault t.ook place over Red Beach located 
.in Qil:tfl..jTul P!0vlClCe of 1 CTZ. The boat 1.ane at Red Beach 
Wei::> :;00 };.' us 1/, ~d<::! arId 1, SOD ycl1:ds long wi t.h the center: ot 
Red Bsctch dL '::It J.d (;OOrd.i.!ldtes BT 250467 and cente!: uf Line 
of Dep~'Luc6 ~LOD) dt gr~d coordindtes BT 263473, D-Day 
was:; May 19b9 with H-Hour 1000H. 

a. US6 WINSTON LKA 94) and USS'rORTUGA lLSD 26) 
Lendezv~usea at 0600H ten miles seaward ot Red Be~~h to 
make pre H-HoUI t£dDStSr ~f ALFA B&ttery (lOS howiLler) to 
six LCM6 ~ s i! OHI WINSTON. On comp18t l.on vi tt ansterTOR'TUGA 
proceeded Lo the LOD at Red Beach wLth LCM6's Ln ~onvoy 
and dssumed duties oS P..ciIna!y Cont.rol Ship (peS) at 09458. 
USS MULLINNIX dnd USB WHl~E RIVER conducted prep lire ot 
the be~Gh and .loIidin9 ZOHeS d:,> outllnedl.n en(;losure (910 

USS DULUTH (LPD 61 arrived ~n the vicihily oi t.he LOD 
ic:.unChi.Cl9 10UL LeM8':::, ptel..J::4dedwithtCl!1K!:l and l",n LilT':> 
with AL~A C01tlpany emb·ciLk.;;;;d JI:"St pr.lol t.a 0948H, t.hen prv­
ceeded to::> the he i.L('opt E::! tr: cH1Spvlt. dl eo. , uss 'rORTOGA as 
PCS c0nt.t.vlled aii schedUled assault w,:l.clS HI !oll.owlng 
sequen~e: 

\1 WAVE 1, ten LVT' s ALFA COLllpany embarked 
Touchdown 0959H [~~tly one minute). 

\ 2 ') WAVE 2, foul: LCM8 I S wl.lh one tank each -
Touchdown 1003H on time. 

~3 WAVE J, tw~ LeM8's with two antos ~ach -
'I'ouchdown 1010H Of! lime. 

\41 WAVE 4, LC(JiLAJ:<.C with B~dCh Master. -
1\.n.J': hdoWfl .un i'H on t ~'1l2 

(5) WAVE 5, six LeM6 1 s with lOS Howitzers -
Touchdown 1024H on time. 
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2, lCj HeiLb0Ioe. The hellDolne ship-to-shore movement 
waa COhd~cted an 5 May 1969 into L~nding Zone TIGER at grid 
coordinates BT 19~Q~7 and Ldnd~ng Zone LION at gL~d coordlnate$ 
BT UJ49}, ALlclCldte LandIng Zones were PANTHER at grid 
coordlnates BT ~104'b and ALLE~ at grid cooLd~nates BT 197489. 
All landing zones were ~ocated ~n Quang Tin Province ot 1 CTZ. 
DELTA Company emb21LKed in USS OKINAWA was lifted by hell-copt.er 
into L~ndln9 Zone TIGER at L-HouL, 1000H. Helicopters 
:r.ecel ved sma lIar ms lite r.lom the weste:rn side ot the LiVE:!! bank, 
Just':"I~" 3id~ 01 the AOA. The lift. of CHARLIE Company fLam 
ass OKIN~~A lnt0 Ldnd~ng Zone LION was delayed because of 
numerOU8 bunker:3 !.:mcoveled by the first mission of Close Ai:r 
SUPpv! l p.cep. A se.::ond Close A.l.l Support p1.·ep \,\Tas therefore 
Oi.mduc led 0(i Land .... ng ZOfi8 LION. CHARLIE Company was laflded 
in Landing Zone LION at 1145H. 
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B. AMPHlBIOUS DEMONSTRA'T ION: 

1. :lCI Tne Batt.dl.ton Sldt ted theIr general eastward 
movement u!l the murning vf 9 May. ALFA Company in the 
50uthern sectur uf the AOA slatted moving north and the 
r e::>l at t.he BLT 111 the 'wes tern secto:c ot the AOA sT.-dtt,ed 
moving eastward, An amphibious demonstration was conducted 
in the nor the! n sector, of the AOA i..;J confuse and 1.n11uence 
enemy dctiun wit.hlfl the AOA. USS FRANK E. EVANS fired 
prep tile into d sImulated landing zone from 0745H to 0150H. 
Eight hetJ.cupter s flew to the simulated landi.ng zone at 
gLid coodlnates BT 215504 and turned away at L-Hour, 0800H. 
USS DULUTH tJok titation at 0800H on the simulated LOD at 
9r l.d coordinates B'T 250515 and lal.mched four LeM8' sand 
ten LVT's. DULUTH as PCS then cont.rolledthe LV'T's tuWcu::d 
the beach at grld c0o!dindt~s BT 232510 with a turn dWdY 
at tne SULt line dt H-Hou%, 0830H. 

a" A WPB at 0945H i:.)~.ghted about 50 c';'vi.ildns 0n the 
beach just fl'O! ttl of the AOA at grid coordinates BT 227530. 
The civilians l.epCJlted that d. !cage fO.fee of VC!NVA had 
occupied their vLllage (vicinity grid coordinates 225530). 
From the northwatd movement 01 the VC/NVA out of the AOA 
irnmedld. tely at tet: the demonst 121 tiorl, it is believed the 
VC/NVA thouqht the~r possible escape route to the Baath 
was about to be cl~~~d. 
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Co Wl'I'HDRAWAL: 

to I,C,! Wlt;.tldrdwal day wa.:. 20 May 1969 wlth W-HOul 0630H. 
CHARLIE ahd DEL'TA C0mpanJ.'I:;s .:ind the Batta.i1on Command Group 
were f.lown l!Om l(indl.ng 2 -'~ie$ to USS OKINAWA. BRAVO Company 
was lifted to Red Beach by helicopter and was further with­
d.t awn to USS DULU I'H by LeM8' 5 c Remaining on the beach d,iring 
the lnt Lie. JL st.ages ot the wit.hdrawal was ALFA 1/13 (105 
HO'tatze! Battetyj. ALFA 1/13 was lifted by LeM8's to USS 
DULU'TH abvut 0900H. ALFA Company was a security force on 
Red Baach dJ.d waS the last to leave. They wete wi thd:cawn 
byL\rT'::; 1.0 USS DULor'H at 1230Ho All LVT·s were abOd.rd 
USB DULUTH by 1255H. 
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D, PSYCHOLOGICA<L OPERATIONS: 

1, CO!lCeflt, 

a. During Operation DARING REBEL, Beach Jumper 
Unit ONE Team TWELVE Detachment FOXTROT was tasked with 
prov1ding population control and psychological operations 
in support 01 BLT 1;~6. 

b. The leaflets used to accompllshthis task were 
prepared by the SEVENTH Psyops Battalion located in Danang. 
The aeLidl loudspeaker broadcasts were prerecorded tapes 
prepa.red by Detachment FOXTROT using V':"et.namese LLdson 
personnel dssigned to BLT 1/26. 

2. Conduct. 

a. 5 May - at 1415H, after BLT 1/26 had landed, 
Detachment FOXTROT conunenced the population cont:rol and 
psyops effort by dropping 100,000 leaflets and making an 
aerial broadcast. 50,000 of the leaflet.s informed the 
civl.lian pOpUld.tl.on at the operation and gave the populace 
genelal instruct.l.ons to follow in evacuation at the area. 
25,000 ot the leaflets asked the popUlation to repore the 
locat~on of any mines OL bOODY tzaps and insuLed the people 
Lhat they wuuld be Lewdlded tOL g~vin9 this 1niormat10n 
ana t.hCit their IdenU. ty WOUld be kept secre t. The remaining 
25,000 leatlets weLe standciLd Chiau Hoi leaflets giving the 
VC an oppo.£ Ll1n.l t.y to retuI!! tu the GVN. At t.he compleu.on 
of the leailet drop an aeI1dl loudspeaKeL brOddcast was 
used LO give the civilian population speci!ic instLuctions 
to be tOllowed l.n the evacuation 01 the area. 

b. 6 May - at 0840H anothe~ 100,000 leaflets weLe 
d~opped. These leaflets were d mixture of the standard 
Chieu HOl leaflet dnd a leailet giving the VC inioLfficition 
covering the rewards t.hey would be given fo! turning in 
their weapon& when they Lallied. 

c. 7 May - at l015H an aerial loudspeaker bLoadcast 
was conducted uSlng t.he evacuation tape played on 5 May to 
inform the clvl.lidnS remaining in the dted that they weLe 
in grave danger and must. leave the area by sunset. At 14158, 
70,000 le~tl~L5 ware dropped and an aerlal broadcas~ was 
made oveL the area. The leaflets were rally lnstructlons 
that gave the VC speciflc instructions for returning to the 
GVN. The aerIal b.roadcast was a personal message from the 
Marine Commander telling the VC that they were completely 
sur:rounded and thdt. they were to rally to the GVN or face 
the possibility ot death. 
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d. 1~ M~y - at 0815H, after receiving information 
that S0ltlt=. ,- .... vJ..lldnb 6t..i11 Lemained in the a,cea, Detachment 

FOX'TROT pe .. svlln~l made another del. taL loudspeakeL bLoad­

cast Wallil.fi':l Lhe ci v l..i..l.ans 'otch.:: ctangert.hey were in o.nd 

dl.[e~tLn~ Lhem to ~ova to Lhe ocean and to MarLne PositLons. 

As a result.. ot th.i.s broadcast, 15 civilians moved to the 

CUd. Oal Rl.VeI and were picked up by Switt Boats. A problem 

occurred 1.n t.h~L civilians outsl.de the area of operatlon 

heard t.he bl.oadcdst and followed the instructions by moving 

to Marine posit.ions fot evacuation. 

e. 12 May - at 15308 60,000 standard Chleu 80L 

leat~eLS weLe drupped ove~ the aled and an ael1.al loud­

speaKer b10d.dcdsted a message lLomthe Marine Comrnal1de:.c 

to the VC, Thls message wdlned t.he VC ot che dange.t 

th~y weLe lotI and ~C:lve t.hem the oppo:rtunl.ty to CtJ Leu Hui. 

t. 18 May - at 1630H, another message from the 

Marine Commander was g~vell via aeLial broadcast to the 

VC who had c:t'ossed the 'Truong Giang River. and fled the 

MaIlne cordon. This ffiessdge assuLed them that they might 

not be so lUCKy in the futule and that the Allied FOLces 

would alWays be diler them, 
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DISTRIBUTION LIST 

CINCPACF L'T 
CO.MSEVENTHFLT 
COMPHIBPAC 
COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT 
CG, FMFSEVENTHFLT 
CG, FMFPAC 
COMPHIBTRAPAC 
CG, LANFORTRACOMPAC 
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, CORONADO 
COMPHIBGRU ONE 
COMPHIBGRU THREE 
COMPHIBRON ONE 
COMPHIBRON THREE 
COMPHIBRON FIVE 
COMPHIBRON SEVEN 
COMPHIBRON NINE 
COMPHIBRON ELEVEN 
COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE 
COMTACGRU ONE 
COMNAVSPECWARGRUPAC 
COMNAVBEACHGRU ONE 
CO, BJU ONE 
CO, ACU ONE 
CO, BMU ONE 
OINC BMU ONE WP DE'r 
OINC ACU ONE WP DE'T 
OINC WP DET NAVSPECWARGRU 
OlNC NAVBEACHGRU ONEWP DET 
OINe NAVSECGRU WP DET 
CO, TACRON ELEVEN 
CO, UDT'l'HIRTEEN 
USA C&GSC, FT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS 
OINC NAV'TACDOCACT 
CINCPAC 
COMUSMACV 
COMNAVFORV 
CG, III MAF 

CG, V MEF 
CG, 1ST MARDIV 
CG, 3RD MARDIV 
CG, 5TH MARDIV 
CG, 1ST MAW 
CNO (OP09B9) HISTORICAL DIV. 
CMC 
COMPHIBLANT 
CG, FMFLANT 
PRES, NAVWARCOL 
CMCS QUANTICO, VA 
CHAIRMAN AWB COMPHIBTRALANT 
CG, LANFORTRACOMLANT 
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, LITTLE CRE~K 
COMFHIBGRU TWO 
COMPHIBGRU FOllR 
COMSERVGRU THREE 
CTG 73.5 
c'rG 70.8 
CTE' 115 
CTG 76.4 • •••• 
eTG 76.5 • .: ••• 
CTG 79,4 • • 
erG 19.5 : ••••• 
CTG li5.1 •••• 
CO, BLT 1/:'::6 : :: •• • CO, HMM 362 •••• 
co, llSS OKINAWA LPH.3) •• :. 
co, USS FORT MARION (LSD 221 
CO, USS DULUTH (LPD 6 J ...: 

• • co, USS WINSTON (LKA 94) •• 
CO, uf)S TORTUGA (LSD 26) •• :.: 
CO, USS MULLINNIX (DD 944 r .. • : 
co, llSS fo'RANK E. EVANS (DD 754) 
COt USS NOA (DD 841) 
CO, USB DOUGLAS He FOX (DD )i9) 
CO, USS WHITE RIVER (LFR 536) 
COp USS CROCKETT (PG 88) 
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FF3/76-N3l:JRE:ps 
3121 . 
Ser 76-091 

, 27 August 1969 
CONFIDENTIAL - Unclassified upon removal 'of enclosures 

From: Commander Amphibious Force, ',U.S~ SEVENTH Fleet 
To: Commander Amphibious Ready Group AL'PA, U.S. SEVENTI:1 Fleet' " 

Subj: Operation DARING REBEL Post ~eration Report; approval of ,(U) 

Ref: (a) 

(b) 

, 'i 

Commander Amphibioul ReadY, ~roup ALFA ltr 3500 ~jr 023 of 
1 June 1969. \ . 
COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CT'P 7&',INST3500.1C 

Ellcl: (1) Commander Amphibiou, Force. U.5. SEVEN'!B. Fleet',ltr 3500 
ser 76/069 of 23 June 1969. I,t'} 

,(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet ltr 3340 'ser 0138 of 2 July 1969:, 
f •• •• •• 0' '. • , .... 1. Reference (a) is approved for distribution upon 1ncorroration of, the 

corrections promulgated 1n enclosures (1) and (2). " 
, " I " i ••• :. 

2. Compilation and distribution of the subject report wtll be in accordance '. ~ •• 
with reference (b). _. - ::. -- - - -I _ .. - - - - t- : :-

, .. . 
3. Enclosure (1) may be made an enclosure to or distributed with the 
corrected Post Operation Report if desired. ' 

4. Attentlon is directed to parag1:Jph 2 of· enclosure (2). This is • 
turnover item until incorporated as a change to reference (b). 

'\ 

--.---. ------- --------- -----, ------y_-vX-:iJ.--rt£;;--
John W. O'NEILL 
Chief of Staff 

./ 
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CONFIDENl'U.L 

From: 
To: 

Subj: 

CommalUl.d!er Amp1tnibioull Fore,;, 9 l!J. S, SEVENTH Fleet 
Commander U.S. SEVENTH Fl~et 

DARING REBEL Post Operration Report; forwarding of (U) 

N312:CCN:gds 
3500 
Ser 76/069 
23 JUN 1969 

(l) COMRE.AGRU ALF'A ltlt 3500 sel' 023 of 1 June 1969 (5 copies) 

1. (C) C'1mIJn13lU1.oer Amphibioljs FtOl"<ce~ U.S. SEVENTH Fleet concurs wit1tn the 
~~oll1ltentiS of e81" ~ o~~mre (1) E!:R:cept as noted be lo-lIi: 

a. Page 2. line 5. change sentence. beginning "Four companies ••••. " 
to lb'ead g'Fou::.o cOlt!l]{Hm.ias frlDm the SECOND Republic of Korea Marine Corps 
(ROKMC) Brigade a~d Vietnamese Regional Forces/Popular Forces (RF/PF ••••• " •. 

h. Page 8. paragraph 6. In8ert the follOWing before the last sentence: 
!!Addit :I. c")rHllliY9 fthll:~)\!.IIgho1.llt the operation Task Group 115.1 Elements proved effective 
it(!!. their blockEde efforfr:s. lI 

c. Ri!'liClosu:re 3~ 'If' '\plrill. 1969, palrBg:rraph a. line 5, clu.'Kllge: to "'ead 
Ko)(';e;~ !1.arirn<e COlrpiS (RDKt1C Brigade = Hoi .A1l'~ Deputy Senior Advisor. II 

d. E!l1\cl.o~.:mre 4, page 3, paragx'aph 3.<&(4). change line 1 to 1':'~ad 
"Ele![l!'ll!'Olts of the liSt Squild!:;rOTIl. 1st Cavalry." 

'"'. Enrcl"sure 8, paragraph 4. delete n'In response to a request from this 
t: (¥llmaltllrl " " 

!Copy to: 
C'lI'tG 76.f:,· 

r.w. CLIFT III 
:Chief of Staff 

DECLASSIFIED 
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UNITED S?ATES P ACI,FIC FLEEr': .>.~ 
cor"zr\'ZAND~R SEVENTH FLEET 

... -

11 '. 
"~I ~ 

,. '~ : 4:"-40 

,j ... ~ 

FF /7/ JUS: rag ";~,' 
3340 " 
Ser: N6- U138 

CONFIDENTIAL 23 JUL 1969 
From: Commander SEVENTH Fleet 
To: Com:nander Amphibious Forces', U. S. SEVEN11i Fleet 

, I 

Subj: Operation DARING REBEL Post\Operation Report; approval of (U) 

Ref: (a) Commander Amphibious Rea~"Group ALFA, U. S. S~yENTH Fleet 
Conf Itr Ser 023 of 1 Jur.~ 1969 

(b) Commander Amphibious ForcG5, U. S. SEVEh~ Fleet Conf ltr 
. Ser 069 of 23 June 1969 . . 

1. References (a) and (b) have been reviewed and are abproved for 
distribution as recorr~ended by referen.,~e (a) with additi~ns and cor­
rections noted in reference Co) subject to the following; changes: if '. • ..... .. -.... --,---..., .~ /" - ... I .. '".. .. --. 

a. Reference (a), ~age 6, pa:c:agraph 10, u."1der l-lateria~ Captured. 
Amount of rice is less than that rep-orted by SITREPS. figux:e should 
read 9,425 pounds, vice 1, 425 po~ds. . ':' . . ) 

2. It, is desired that future post operation reports include a sta­
tistical summary of damage inflicted by Naval Gunfire S~pport and 
Close Ai~ Support, and 'the corr~ander's assessment of their effective-
ness. 

'1 ,Il ,. r . ..',' '/1;1, r :t' Iff rp!' .r4 ' ~. · tV 0-(f/ 
... -.---~----G.-A.---MIT HELL __ ---c---,----------------------- __ 

Asst Cnief of Staff 

. . 

G~O'iJP-4 

j)cW)'1er:::.~ed o.t :; year ir.torva,ls; 
DeclaGGi~iB1 aftor 12 rrars. 
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DECLASSIFIED 

HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS 

ROUTING SHEET (5511) 
NAVMC HQ 335c (REV. 3·67) 

" 571! O:~E1'tA'l'ION GALLANT LEADIlK-POST OPE:ft :ftPT BO NFLT 02l~ 
.~ DOCUMENT 

; ~~~~ri 

X-ORIGINATOR OR OFFICE 
AFFIXING ROUTING SHEET 

SUBJECT 

OPERATION CODE 

f-FOR CONCURRENCE 
G-FOR INFORMATION 

PRI. SEC. 

[NAvY FILE NUMBER 
ORIGINATOR ORIGINATOR 

CONTROL NO. 

I REQUEST FOR PER MAg DmMUllIJ---;ropv.::JBUCKTAG COPy) 

I COpy NO. 

A-fOR APPROPRIATE ACTION 
B-fOR COMPLIANCE 

H-RETURN TO_____ V 
1- ./ 

RETAIN BUCKTAG COPY PERMANENTlY IN fiLE ~ ~"~.,,, .... 
wit,. Jilt jlJr ,.,t;"l1UII' tI", 'fll1lJjtrr,d to "dtrlll -RICOrd! G,Rt" ~ o,"ef'll,;f~;"i~J,:ttltld.) C-PREPARE REPLY FOR SIGNATURE 

J-OISPOSITION ----.7f-O-~~R-C-OM-ME-NT---- OISijO!iJCOP; •.. S,.,' .... : T .. ~O!/(I'! ~'.~. +_ .•• _. "', ~ ""\, 
HOR RECOMMENDATION l.:. ., , 1 

OPR.1 DATE \ . -. "" i - .. • .,T 7 
RTG. CODE IN OUT INITIAl n ADDRESSEES --(I-'j-.o-d-;,,,-;h-.,; .. ;.d;""d. IX". I"'P1tr-.,,i1l h, d"~~.,,d "i..,,;Jg../..v,J 

--+--~----+---~---h~~~)M~lsMm.A~NNHD~ANCT~OMMA~NDANlr~~~~~;~ J~ ~7~UP-r_.'~ . :r~ 
MILITARY SECY TOC'Mt . fl ~ /Lj 'ct-..I'(:.~ 

--1.--l---+----+----+~~~:!!!~il,:;..EfS~ ?(p~FLA::+SNTS~AF&:-F~==;;;---i ACTIOI. OFFICE: ~ ... ?S' I 
_-L __ I-_+-_-I-__ -+~DCl;}_S~'M~~l'4r~',,""td~n--_j REMARKS (ER/rits to /It siglltd alld rlillld. For lta,.t"..y eO"',",lIls (lII(I(A up"ral, pag, 4f1jr/ ;fulitat, 
_-L_...........j __ +-_-l-__ +~OC/S::-(~R=D' &~Sti-) _____ -II'RII(J"'g Co"",w,J A/hie/ltd," Do "01 "nit_ l'p",aJt ConlrDI Nlllllh,r 10 Bllel/ag (;Q"I1I"IIIS,) 

[lC/S (AIR) 
OCiS (ADMIN) 
stCY OF GEN STAFF 
G·\ 

j J 6-2 
7 " 
! ' 

RETURN TO ABQ 
UPON COMPLETION OF ROUTING 

'1 T4 J 
DIRECTOR. ADMIN. 

,DATA SYSTEMS 
I MCCC 

INIUKMAIIUN 
INSPECTION 
PERSONNEl 
POLICY ANALYSIS 
RESERVE 
SUPPLY 

STAfF DENTAL 
STAfF MEDICAL 
STAFF CHAPLAIN 
CLASSIFlEO FILES 

• 

DO NOT DETACH-THIS FORM IS A PERMANENT MATI RIAL 
PART Of THE DOCUMENT TO WHICH IT IS ATTACHED IS 
ATTACHED 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL ~>~,: 

I . 



DECLASSIFIED 
-~. . ......... _-_ ..... ------------

CONFIDENTIAL 

COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP ALFA 
(J. S, SEVENTH FLEET 

FPO San F'dnclsc~ 9b601 
CARG ' A I / Nj j : i 1:: 

3500 
Set : 022 
~ .... u.ile 19 6 9 

From: COIDltIandeL Amph.lbious Ready Group ALFA, U.S, SEVEN'TH Fleet 

To: C~mmdndeL Affiph~blous Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet 

SubJ: OpeidL.LOIl GALLANT LEADER Pose OpeLdtl.On Reputt; 

lULwo..!.d.l.ng ..... L ,U) 

R~t: ~ct) COMPHIBEOR8EVENrHfLT/~rF /0 INST JSOO.lC 

~DI JJ~nt CuMFiRsrfLr/COM~EVENrHFLT INST 35UO.Jj3500.BA 

Encl: , ,.;. .I 'I'd S J<. U L .;J Ct 1i.L Z a Ll...J n 

'lL, In.Lt.l.o.LLl1":l IJi.cect~ve 

~5, ChLunulugy ~t EvenCb 
\4:1 P.L::lnJlJ..n~1 Oper",c.Lons ,uffi.ltt.edl 

\ S j l{ltel. l.1.:jence .Om:.. l Led! 

\0, Med.L-':'::iliL"'-jiSL.LC,S ,Om.Lt.t.edj 

,,:, CUIlLlOllnlCa t.L,)ns 

Ptibi.L(; AltolL6 
Suppurt.l.1l3 Arms 

,OmitLed) 

.. OmL t 'led i 

L2;:;SUilb ucctrned Ul(l . .LLted, 

Sh~p-Lu-ShGLe MUvcffienl 

Dl.slil.butJ.:.lil 

•• •• • •• • •••• 
• • •••••• • 
•••• • •• • •• 

1. \e, Ba':::!.!.:li0~, (;,:) N,).L l,::.J.ctnd and SOutheLil Dod9to Clty ... 

haVE: ,-ont . .tl1u8d to pLoJl.de lh2 enemy WJ..th 0 to.Lward St..a.9Lflg ••• : 

b •• dse tv.!. ",P2Li:tlJ.0£lS .d1 lhe D:::!.f!;;dl~, Ho.l.. All, cHId Dcii Lu,_ .:1i.ed., •• 

a.nd hClS L:.<,OJ I i.Jilct.Ll.y btc!J d hoven Lv'!' maIn <.~lld 1.:)CdL 1,,,lce • • 

uniL~~ ·:E:' .. ~·.j('2.i :-,~'[[vnd,:~j~~ . ."'.~l';' :C:;~:': ... (: ':11, ill tltc-..rir,,'8 1~rrtp:L;;f):<)U6 : ••••• 

Force (CG, 11i MAF/ !8quel:>t2d ctpprOVdl riOIn COMlJSMACV dnd •• 

COMSEVENTHj'-'L'r t.0 eLUp.LUY t\mphl.blUUS Ready GrouP/,specJ..ai Land.i.ng:·. : 

FOic€. AuEA iARG; SLF ALFAi 1.lJ. 0. multi'bctLldliOlJ, ittult..l-fldllLHi·al 

OpeLdL.Lvll .lll Uk DoOg6 C.l.LY - Go N0J. lb1.ot'l(j aLea. 

L. \C, ~Jfl\.,eJJt. ",L LlpcL·",t .• JIII:>. Tv elllp.LuY'-l"1C~ A11lfJh~b.L.)u::,rabK 

For ce lfl di. Aruphl."f)3,:S--j.\'S;-dUTl L0 1.ind, ill\. ctnd d26L 0y Bt.emy 

to!Ces. AL L-HoLl~ land the bdt.t~d.L.LOn by h.s:iiG-:..ptbiborne 

• •• 

medns .L11 ::>t!.l2~Led LQndlb~ Zunes (LZ'i:Jj cl.nd sLm"l[.aIleuusly Idud 

c·.jmbd t bufJp0.L L 1.l(LI. (,6 dnd (..0i!lbo. t SeL v ice SUpP-:.l.c l Un.L tS by W-::l. t.ei­

b;J(fle Hlt.Clil::> at i ct;TlfJS l.n Dal1a..('l::l Hcti.buL lOL tut t.Ih::L 111i.JV8Hlc!1t. tv 

eM :1.. ::::l:~~o, CorumandeL AmphlblOuS Task Fo<ce ,CATF) P-_ ~ 
conduct. all ctiflph.lb.LOUS ope~C:lt.Lon dgCl.Lnst Viet Cong/No:rth Vi"-~ 
nameSB Army lVC;NVAJ torces Ln ~he SEVENTH Ma£.lne Reg.lment ~ 
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Area of Opetb.tl.ons ~AO\ i.n Quang Nam Prov.ince of the I Corps 
Tactical Zone {ICTZ», O~ other operations as agreed u.pon 
with CG, III MAP or his designated representatives. 

b. Exe.~ut,ion 0 Oper at ion GALLANT LEADER was execu ted as 
a helicopterborne landing of four companies, two each simul­
taneously f:t'om USB OKINAWA dnd USS DULUTH with L .... Hour 230630H 
May 19690 All scheduled helicopter serials were landed by 
23l043H. H-Hour was 230630H with the remainder of the bat­
talion support units and BLT rear off-loaded by 242315H. 

(1) Augmentation Forces. Battalion Marines aboard 
USS DULUTH were helicopter lifted by four CH-46's and one 
CH-53 hell.copters hom FIRST Marine ALe Wing (FIRSI' MAW) • 

~ 2» Casual ties: Nor.e. 

(:)} Personnel captured/det.alned: None. 

(4) Material captured: None. 

4. tCl Con(>lusions. The operation tr:ansportedthe Bat-

\ 

tallon Landing Team (BLT) to an in-country site and was 
effective only in that: the landing :torce was landed where 
requested by CG, III MAF. No contact was made with enemy 
forces during ~his operation. 

5. {U) Recommenda t..lons c NOHe. 

Distribu'tion: 
(See Enclosure ~12)) 

2 CONFIDENTIAL 
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TG 76.4 

TU 76.4.0 

TE 76.4.0.1 

TE 76.4.0.2 

TE 76.4.0.3 

TE 76.4.0.4 

TE 76.4.0.5 

TE 76.4.0.6 

TU 76.4.1 

TU 76.4.2 

TU 76.4.3 

TU 76.4.4 

DECLASSIFIED 

TASK ORGANIZATION 

Amphibious Ready Group ALFA 

USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) 
USS DULUTH (LPD 6) 
USS TORTUGA (LSD 26) 

." ,,-
CAPT G. W. STROUD. USN 
COMPHIBRON FIVE 

USS FORT MARION (LSD 22) (23-24 M~) 
USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27) (25 May) 
TACRON ELEVEN DET ALFA 
UDT THIRTEEN DET ECHO 
BJU ONE TEAM 'L'WELVE DET FOXTROT 
BMU ONE DET ALFA ONE 
ACU ONE DET ALFA 

Command Special Operations Unit 

Flagship E1elnent 
USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) 

Tactical Air Control Element 
TACRON 11 DET ALFA 

Beach Reconnaissance Element 
UDT 13 DET ECHO 

Special Operations Element 
BJU 1 DET FOXTROT 

Transport Area Defense Element 
USS TORTUGA (LSD 26) 

Naval Beach Party Element 
BMU 1 DET ALFA ONE 

Gunfire Support and Screen Unit 

Transport Unit 

USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) 
USB DULUTH (LPD 6) 
USS TORTUGA (LSD 26) 

Cargo Unit 
USS FORT MARION (LSD 22) 

Waterborne Control Unit 
USS TORTUGA (LSD 26) 

DECLASSIFIED 

CAPT G. W. STROUD, USN 
COMPHIBRON FIVE 

CAPT H. D. WILLIAMS, USN 
CO, USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) 

LCDR R. H. WALL, USN 
OIC TACRON 11 DET ALFA 

LTJG J. A. LYTLE, USNR ••••• 
are UDT 13 DET ECHO •• : ••• 

LTJG A. C. REYNOLDS, ust~·.:. 
OIC BJU 1 DET FOXTROT • '" 

• •• 
• • I CDR O. J. VOGEL, JR., US~I I 

CO, USS TORTUGA (LSD 26~,' : 
I I 
II 

LTJG H. B. MEACHAM, USN:ij • 
OIC BMU 1 DET ALFA ONE : ••••• 

Not assigned 

CAPT G. W. STROUD, USN 
COMPHIBRON FIVE 

CDR J. W. FARLEY, USN 

• I I. . 
•• • • •• 

CO, USS FORT MARION (LSD 22) 

CDR O. J. 'VOGEL, JR, USN 
CO, USS TORTUGA (LSD 26) 
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Heliborne Control Unlt 
US S OKINA1M (LPH .3) 
US S DULUTIi ,~H) 6, 

Spec.ial Landing Force 

BLf 1/26 
HMM 362 

DECLASSIFIED 

2 

_yn Mr. eder' 

CAPT H, Do WILLIAMS o USN 
COo USS OKINAWA ,LPH 3) 

COL We C" DOTY, USMC 
CO~ SLF ALFA 

LICOL Go Co KLIEFOTH; USMC 
LTCOL :; e Eo SCHLARP ~ USMC 
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ZNY SSSSS 
o 201342Z MAY 69 

FM COMSEVENTHFLT 
TO CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR 
CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR 
CTF SEVEN SIX 
CTF SEVEN NINE 
COMUSMACV 
CG III MAF 
INFO CNO 
CINCPAC 
CMC CINCPACFLT 
COMNAVFORV 
COMPHIBPAC 
CG FMFPAC 
CG FMFPAC (FWD) 
CG FIRST MAW 
CG FIRST MARDIV 
CMDR SEVENTH A:F 
CTF ONE ONE FIVE 
CTF SEVEN THREE 
CTF SEVEN SEVEN 
eTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE 
CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE 
CTG SEVEN NINE PT THREE 
CTG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE 
CTG SNE ONE FIVE PT NINE 
CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT 
CTE SEVEN ZERO PT TWO PT ONE PT ONE 
NAVCAMS WESTPAC 
NAVCOMMSTAS WESTPAC 
CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE 

OPERATION GALLANT LEADER INITIATING DIRECTIVE 
A. MY OPLAN 101-69 
B. NWP 22(B) 

(U) 

1. SITUATION: CG III MAF HAS REQUESTED THE EMPLOYMENT OF AN ARG/SLF 
IN A MAJOR UNIT OPN ON GO NOI ISLAND AND SOUTHERN DODGE CITY AREA IN 
SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS, IlL THE ICTZ. COMSEVENTHFLT WILL PROVIDE TG 76.4/ 
79.4 AND ,SUCH OTHER FORCES AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THIS OPERATION. 
INITIATING DIRECTIVE IS FOR PLANNING PURPOSES. THE OPERATION, WHEN 
EXECUTED, WILL BE CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A AND B. 

2. MISSION: COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE (CATF) CONDUCT AN 
AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION AGAINST VC/NVA FORCES IN AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA 
IN QUANG NAM PROVINCE OF ICTZ IN ORDER TO FIND, FIX AND DESTROY ENEMY 
FORCES AND OTHER OPERATIONS AS AGREED. 
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UPON WiTH. ...;'1.3 .l.>.L MAE OR tHo DB61GNArED REPRESENtAl'lVE, 

J. eTC;, (, , '* COHPHIBRON 51 E:MBARKF~D iN JSS OKINAv-iA (LPH 3» 
DE:::] Gl~dT r:., (,A'T',f , 

4 • CTG :r'>j, 4: COMMANDER SLF' ALE"A'J EMBARKED IN U SS OKlNAWA 
~LPH J iDE" LGNAI'ED COMMANDER LANDING FORCE (CLF'), 

5. COMMAND kELATIONSHlP lAW PARA 3X. (2; AND (3j OF REF A. 

6. COMUSMACv WILL f'ROV IDE ANT I-INF'lL'TRA'TION/EXF ILTRAT ION 
PATROL CRAFI FOR l'Hi.-3 OPERATION AND WiLL PROVIDE CAS AND 
OTHER ...,Ut:'pU}{"I AS AGRE;t;D LlPuN WiTH CATF lAW PARA IBilY 
OF REF A 

1. THE AMPHIBivU':; vBJECTIVE AREA ',AOA) WILL BE PROMLlLGArED 
B~ SEPARATE MEdl.':lAGE 

8. Nl,-KNAME FOR Ttf is OPERA'I'10N WILL BE GALLANT LEADER WiTH 
TENl'ArlVE, O-DAt 2~ MAY 69" D-DAY AND HAND L HOURS 'TU BE 
DETERMINED AND ('UNf'iRMED BY CATE WHEN ALL FORCES ARE ,pRE-
PARED, CArr REPORT ro ORl~ ~TATE OF READINESS AND FINAL 
CONF'lRJV:IAl'lUN CONCERNING O-DAY, HAND L HouRS. EXECUTE D-DAY 
AT HAND L HoUR6 UNLESS OTHERWISE D1RECTED, REPOHT EXECUTiON 
"ro ALu)J.\! 

A. WHEN f<.l.RMLI l:!;;:,T'ABL1SHED ASH0kE, AND WHEN MuTJALLt AGREED 
B~ CATP ~ND ~G 111 MAF, REQUiRED ELEMENTS OF SLF CHOP Tv CG 
III MAE 

•• •• • •• • •••• 
• • •••••• • 
•••• • •• • •• •• • 

• ••• • • • •• 
B" UPON LHv~ vI< RBQUIRED ELEIVlt:tHS OF SLf ro IN-COUN l'k'i (;vMMANDER 
CAfE' REMA.LN IN tiUPPORr 0F OPKkAl'LuNS ASHJRE, : ••• :. 

C. Wl'IHDRAWAL, .LAW ANNEX Bra REF A, 

iO. TERMINATivN lAW ANNEX B TO REF A 

1.1, l)UBLLC AFt'AiRS lAW ANNEX V TO REF A 

12 , DOWNGRADED Tv CONF'lDENTIAL UPON "rERMINA'T iON., 

(;1'-4 
BT 
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f'M C0MtiEVENTHti...I 
TO eTG SEVBN 31X Pf fOUR 
eTG BEVEN NINE PT FOUR 
C'rF SEV E1\J oS l.X 
CTF "EVEN N.1NE 
COMUSMALV 
CG III MAE' 
lNFO eNO 
(;lNCPAC 
CMe 
CINCPACfLl 
COMNAVf.i'uRV 
COMPHIBPAL 
CG FMFPAC 
CG FMFf'AC ~fWD! 

CG F'IRS'!' MAW 
CG FiRST MAI:<DIV 
CMDR SEVENrH Af 
CTF ONE 0NE flV£ 
CI"F' SEVEN THREE 
crF SEVEN SEVEt\! 
eTG 6EvEN "iX 2T FIVE 
CTG SEVEN NINE Pf FIVE 
CTG SEVEN NiNE PI THREE 
CI~ SEvEN IHkEE PT FiVE 
C'l'u uN£; 0l'JE F lYE PI f 1 V E 
CI'G ;:~, ,2:N lE.t<.v PI" Eil..;HT 

DECLASSIFIED 

LTE SEV~N ~ERv ~r rwv PT vNE PT ONE 

NAVCuMM6 fAS Wt'~.:>l'Phl.. 

CI'Ll clEvEN L..E.kv .PI ElGHr PT Nl.i\I.l£ 

OPEkAT.LON GALLANT LEADEk AMf'HIBlvUS o8JEcrlVE AREA \u, 
A. (vMSEV ENl'Hf<Ll' 2LJ 134 L L. MAY 69 

L THE AMt'HIB10US UBJECI".lvE AREA (AOA) FOR OPERATION GALLANT 
LEADEH IS AS FOLLOWS: 

A l'HE ':>J:'.J~WARD EXI'ENTION vF THE AOA WiLL BE THAI' SEA AREA 
ENL:(JMPhSS£i) Br AI:' 1 1'T EE~ NM ARC CENTERED AT LAI 16-0 1PT IN L 

ANi) Lvl\iG LU(l-iOE:6 Tf-(.jNCAJ'ED 0Nl'HE NORTH By A. L.LNB DRAWN u40 
DEGREt~.s lkui: F'i ... ,)fv[ THE ARC CENI'ER AND ~,)I,' .• L.,du~:':,-, l'H.t. SURFA:E 
AREA ~)i' v!1' '::;HUKC, l.:>LANDS HuN Cd, HUN -":'0, H.uN ""A, elJ LAU CHf.lM, 
HUl\i G1Al, H0i\1 M0 AND THE SUfU'"ACE RESTRIC'I'ED AREA A.KvUND CLi LAO 
CHAM, HON GIAI AND HON TAlON H.O. CHART 6209 INCLUDING THE 
AIR SPACE FROM ZERO TO TWO FIVE THOUS FT. FREE SURFACE AND AIR 
"TRANSIT GRAN'T"ED THROuGH AOA. 
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B THE HEL1"~OP'TER ROUTES WILL TERMINATE IN LANDING ZONES AT 
HlLL 55 ..LN 'THE V lClN1'ry OF GRID COORDINA'TES AT 964618/4 
REPEAT AT 964b18/~, 

GP-4 
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

12 May 1969 

a. TG 76.4/79.4 engaged in Operation DARING REBEL with BLT 1/26 
ashore on Barrier Island. 

b. lOOOH - CG, III MAF recommended to COMUSMACV landing BLT 1/26 
as specified by CG, FIRST MARDIV to support a major unit operation on 
Go Noi Island. 

c. 1800H - CG, III MAF requested CTG 76.4/79.4 contact FIRST MARDIV 
to commence planning and provide information for initiating directive 
for employment of ARG/SLF ALFA on Go Noi Island. 

20 May 1969 

a. 1820H - CTG 76.4 submitted amplif,ying information for the 
initiating directive to COMSEVENTHFLT. 

b, 2142H - COMSEVENTHFLT promulgated initiating directive for 
Operation GALLANT LEADER. 

21 May 1969 

a. lOOOH - Planning conference at headquarters CG, FIRST MARDIV 
for Operation GALLANT LEADER. 

b. 2300H - CTG 76.4 promulgated message OPORD for Operation GALLANT 
LEADER. 

23 May 1969 

a. o026H - CTG 76.4 ,confirmed H and L-Hour as 230630H. 

b. 0530H - USS TORTUGA arrived in Danang Harbor and commenced 
offload of elements of BLT 1/26. 

Co o630H - USS FORT MARION arrived in Danang Harbor and commenced 
offload of elements of BLT 1/26. 

d. o650H - L-Hour. ASSAult troops landee Vicinity Hil155, at grid 
coordinates AT 964618, by heloo No opposition and no contact 
encountered, 

e. l035H - DULUTH assumed PCS duties. 

f. IlnOH - Landing Force was firmly established ashore and OPCON of 
BLT 1/26 CHOPPED to CG, III MAF for simUltaneous chop to CG, FIRST MARDIV. 
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g. 1200H - CATF dissolved the AOA. 

24 May 1262 

a. 0600H - USS DULUTH and USS TORTUGA anchored Danang Harbor to 
continue offload. 

b. 0845H - USS OKINAWA anchored Danang Harbor to continue offload 
by ARG boating. 

c. 1100H - USS OKINAWA departed Danang to rendezvous with USS MOUNT 
MC KINLEY for rehearsal of Secretary of the Navy visit. 

d. 1210H - USS WHETSTONE arrived in Danang Harbor and began load-
out of ARG material offloaded by USB FORT MARION. 

e. l844H - USS OKINAWA anchored in Danang Harbor to continue offload. 

f. 23l5H - Offload of BLT 1/26 completed. 

g. 2342H - CTG 76.4 recommended termination of Operation GALLANT 
LEADER. 

25 M8¥ 1969 

a. OOOlH - USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27) relieved USS FORT MARION (LSD 22). 

b. 0720H - COMSEVENTHFLT directed Operation GALLANT LEADER be 
terminated. 

c. 0800H - Operation GALLANT LEADER terminated. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

1 •. Planning. Communications were in accordance with the 
Operation GALLANT LEADER Annex NOVEMBER and CTG 76.4 OPLAN 
lOlA-69. EMCON was not set during any portion of this 
operation~ 

2. ,Requiremen1:s versus Assets. Due to the limited scope 
of this operation, equipment assets were more than adequate 
to fulfill requirements. 

3. Usable Frequencies. Frequencies were adequate and 
usable in all spectrums. 

4. CE¥ptographic Systems. Adequate cryptographic systems 
were available'throughout the operation. 

5. RPIO Resupply. No requests for RPS draws were placed 
with the RPIO during the time frame of the operation. 

'6. Traffic Load versus Circuit and Personnel Availability. 
The traffic load encountered in the operation did not over­
tax the ava~lable circuit assets or cause any maJor increase 
in personnel cO~~1tments. 

7. -Termination. The NAVCOMMOPNET Orestes r:ermination was 
excellent throughout the operation. Occasional outages 
were due to men aloft, and ship's power failure. 

8. BC0adcast Receptlon. Fleet bXOddcast .receptlon was 
excellent thr:oughout. the operatlon. Missing numbers we.re 
normally procuxed fl."om ships 1n company I CTF 76 flagship, 
or NAVSUPPACT Danang without resorting to NAVCOMMSTA Guam. 

9. Equipment. Re11abl.iit:.,Yo C0mmu.nica.t:..Lons we:re V8I.Y :ce.lldble 
and minor outages wer~ corrected as they occurred; 

10. Landlng Force Problems. There were no major problems 
with Landing Fotee communications throughout the operation. 

11. ",Covered VG.ice. The KY-8 for cove1.ed VOlee WaS used on 
the Maneuvering' and Warning CircJit:., Reporc.ing Cl.LCUlt, a.nd 
several Maz.ine c.izcuics and no maJor: d.ifLiculties c~c0~ted. 
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SHIP-TO-5HORE MOVEMENT , 

1. \C) Tne heLi~opte! Sh~p-to-sho!e movement was conducted 
tr.om us::) OKINAWA dnd USS DULUTH lnt-he helicopter: transport 
dIed. ot the Amphl.blous Objectlve Area. Helicopte:rs lifted 
Battd.~lon Landing Team 1/26 to a Landing Zone at gLl.d coor­
dinates AT 964618, ~n the ViCl.nlty of H111 55. Augmentation 
helLCJptSLs conslStlng ot one eH-53 and tour CH-46's were 
obtal.ned ll0m the FIRST Mdline Air Wl.n9. The hel.icopter: 
pJLtiuH ul the. ,.)Ill-oad Wa.$ cvmpletcd at 23104jH. 

2. lei USSrURTUGA and USS FORT MARION were anchoLed in 
Danctug HctlbO( PLJ.ul. to 2306jUH May 1969 and commenced their 
utl10:id ·01 Bd.U.a.i1.\.Hl 1/26 Ca1:yo and vehicles at Naval 
SUpp0LL ActlJiLY Dancing Lamps at 0630H The wat.erborne 
portion 01 Lhe offload was completed ~4~~lSE Ma.y _969. 
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DISTRIBUTION LIST 

CINCPACFLT 
COMSEVENTHFL'l' 
COMPHI BPAC 
COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT 
CG, FMFSEVENTHFLT 
CG, FMFPAC 
COMPHI BTRAPAC 
CG, LANFORTRACOMPAC 
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, CORONADO 
COMPHIBGRU ONE 
COMPHIBGRU THREE 
COMPHIBRON ONE 
COMPHIBRON THREE 
CO~HIBRON FIVE 
COMPHIBRON SEVEN 
COMPHIBRON NINE 
COMPHIBRON ELEVEN 
COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE 
COMTACGRU ONE 
COMNAVSPECWARGRUPAC 
COMNAVBEACHGRU ONE 
CO, BJU ONE 
CO, ACU ONE 
CO, BMU ONE 
OINC BMU ONE WP DET 
OINC ACU ONE WP DET 
OINC WP DET NAVSPECWARGRU 
OINC NAVBEACHGRU ONE 'ofP DET 
OINC NAVSECGRU WP DET 
CO, TACRON ELEVEN 
CO, UDT THIRTEEN 
USA C~GSC, FT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS 
OINC NAVTACDOCACT 

CINCPAC 
COMUSMACV 
COMNAVFORV 
CG, III MAF 
CG, V MEF 
CG, 1ST MARDIV 
CG, 3RD MA.RDIV 
CG, 5TH MARDIV 
CG, 1ST MAW 
eNO (OP09B9) HISTORICAL DIV, 
CMC 
COMPHIBLANT 
CO, FMFLANT 
PRES~ NAVWARCOL 
CMes QUANTICO, VA 
CHAIRMAN AWB COMPHIBTRALANT 
CG, LANFORTRACOMLANT 
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, LITTLE CREEK 
eOMPHIBGRU TWO 
COMPHIBGRU FOUR 
COMSERVGRU THREE 
CTG 7305 
CTG 1604 
eTG 7605 
eTG 7904 
CTG 7905 
CO, BLT 1/26 
CO, HMM 362 
CO, USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) 
CO, USS FORT MARION (LSD 22) 
CO, USS DULUTH (LPD 6) 
co, USS TORTUGA (LSD 26) 
CO, USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27) 
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_ FF3!76-N31:JRE:ps L', 

3120 
Ser 76/097 

CONFIDENTIAL -Unclassified upon removal of enclosures 12 September 1969 
f -I' . . ',' !'I 

From: Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet 
to: Co~nder Amphibious Ready Group ALPA. U.s. SEVENTH Fleet 

.. Sub(: .. , Operation GALLANT LEADER_Post Operation Report i appro_val of (U) 

Kef: (a) 
i 

(f> 

. 
Commander ,Amphibious 'Ready Group ALFA Itr 3500 ser 022 of 
2 June 1969 ' ,. . 
COMPHIBFOBSEVENTHFLT/CTF. 76 INST 3500.1C 

,---- -Bucl; - (1) -Commander Ampbib1ous)Force.-U;S~~SEVENnL!leet_-ltI 3500 .. ser76-082-
, ,- of' 27 July 1969 - -, -- , - -.. -- - ".. . 

(2) Commander SEVrrra Fleet Itr 3500 ser N6-868 of 19 August 1969 

--~,~-l·:.--lleference . (a)-is c approved--fo~1atnbution-upon-incorporation -of,. the 
corrections promulgated in enclosure (1). 

. ~. 

2. Compilation and distribution of the subject report,will beln accordance, •• 
with reference (b). I ,I .: : •••• . - -. - ,"),. .. . 
3. Enclosure (1) may be mad~ an enclosure to or distributed with the • • •••••• • eorr~et~d~~~.~_~_~er~-=:~~. ~~PjO~t_i~_d~7_~ed._ __ 

~~-"----,,------' -, -, -,-'" "~~~.--.=,=:.., ~~,"'-I---=~~:-... ~----~~"~:~~. 
• • •• 

i " . '~ 
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FF3/ "6-N312 :JEE:ps 
3500 
Ser 76-082 
27 July 1969 

From: Commander Amphibious Force, U,S, SEVENTH Fleet 
To: Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

.. Subj: Operation GALLANT LEADER Post Operation Report; forwarding of (u) 

Encl: (1) Commander Amphibiou~ Ready Group ALFA ltr 3500 ser 022 of 2 June 
1969, (5 copies) 

1. Commander Amphibious Force, U,S, SEVENTH Fleet concurs with the contents 
of enclosure (1) except as noted below, 

ao Enclosure (1) 

TG 76.4 after USS FORT MARION (LSD 22) add "(23-24 May)': Above TACRON 
ELEVEN DET ALFA, add new line to read "uss WHETSTONE (LSD 27) (25 May)", 

TE 76.4.0.6, change BMU-l DET ALFA and OINO BMU-l DET ALFA to read "BMU-l 
DET ALFA ONE and DINe BMU-l DET ALFA ONEil respectively. 

b. Enclosure (2). Under the addressees add "CTG SEVEN NINE PT THREE" 
below CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE. 

c. Enclosure (3) 

Under 23 M~, 1969; subparagraph d, delete "0630H - L-Hour" and replace 
with 110650". Add new subparagraph eo to read IIl035H - DULUTH assumed 
PCS duties", Add new subparagraph f. to read "llOOH - Landing Force was 
firmly established ashore and OPCON of BVl' 1/26 CHOPPED to CG. III MAF 
for simultaneous chQp to CG, FIRST MARDI V ." Add new subparagraph g. 
to read "1200H - CATF dissolved the AOA. II 

•• •• • •• • •••• 
• • •••••• • 
• • •• • •• • •• •• • 

• ••• • • • •• 
Under 25 M~ 1969; reletter subparagraphs a. and b, as b, and c. respective~ •• :. 
Add new subparagraph a. to read 1I0001H - USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27) relieved 
USS FORT MARION (LSD 22), :'. ': 

d, Enclosure (12), Change OINC ACU ONE WE DET" to read "OINC ACU 
ONE WP DET", Change "COMSERGRU THREE" to read "COMSERVGRU THREE" 0 

Copy to: 
eTG ~6.4 

GROUP-4 
DOWNGRADED AT 3-YEAR INTERVALS 

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

John Wo O'NEILL 
Chief of Staff 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

• •• 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

~TED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
COMMANDER SEVENTH FLEET 

FFI7/JHB:tim 
3500 
Ser N6-868 
19 AUG 1969 

From: Commander SEVENTH Fleet 
To: Commander Amphibious Foree, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet 

SubJ: Operation GALLANT LEADER Post Operation Report; approval of 

Ref: (a) COMPHIBREADYGRU ALFA Cont ltr CARG "A"/N33:ft 3500 sel' 022 
of 2 June 1969 

(b) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT Cont Itr FF3/76-N312:JRE:ps 3500 ser 
76-082 of 27 July 1969 

1. References (a) and (b) have been reviewed and are approved for 
distribution as reconunended reference (a) with additions and corrections 
noted reference (b). 

Is/Go A. MITCHELL 
Asst Chief of Staff 
for Plans 
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CARGI! A"/N3l : kn 
3500 
Ser 056 
22 July 1969 

C91.8890 
From: Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet 
Tog Commander Amphibious Force, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet 

Subj: Operatjon BOLD PURSUIT Post Operation Report; forwarding of (U) 

Ref: (a) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76 INST 3S00.lC 
(b) Joint COMFIRSTFLT/COMSEVENTHFLT INST 3500.3/3S00.8A 

Encl: (1) Task Organization 
(2) Initiating directives 
(3) Chronology of events 
(4) Planning/Operations 
(5) Intelligence 
(6) Medical/Logistics 
(7) Communications 
(8) Public Affairs 
(9) Supporting Arms 
(10) Lessons Learned 
(11) Ship to Shore MOvement 
(12) Oistribtuion 

1. (C) Back~round. As part of the continuing campaign by the combined 
efforts of 0 and RVN military units to keep pressure on enemy forces in 
The Republic of Vietnam, Operation BOLD PURSUIT was conducted during the 
period 27 June to 6 July 1969. 

AmphibiOUS Ready Group/SpeCial Landing Force ALFA eTG 76.4/TG 79.4) 
was employed by Commander U. S. SEVENTH Fleet .in support of and at the 
request of Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force, to conduct 
operations in order to continue to deny the enemy the use of northern 
Barrier Island. in Quang Tin Province, South Vietnam. The area was 
verified by intelligence observation to be customarily and currently 
used by the enemy as a sanctuary for rehabilitating decimated Viet Cong 
main force units and as a harboring site for North Vietnamese armed units. 
The goal of this amphibious operation was to prosecute a search and destroy 
operation in cooperation/coordination with the U. S. AMBRICAL Division 
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which was conducting operations along the southern reaches of Barrier \, 
Island and would be providing a blocking force to the south of the ADA. (\\~ 
Units supporting the Amphibious Ready Group/Special Landing Force ALFA ~. 
ashore were g ALFA Company, SECOND Battalion, FIRST Infantry, 196th Light .+ 
Infantry Brigade and FIRST Squadron, FIRST Armored Cavalry both from the 
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AMERICAL Division) operating as a blocking foree on the west bank ot: the S<lng 
Truone Giang (River) to the west of the AOA; Second Battalion"lat Regiment 
of the Second ARVN Division condu~tine; land ciearing operations north of tl1e 
53rd East-West Grid line north of the AOA, one c:ompar.y size unit of Rsg:1on"l 
Forces from Quang Tin Prbv1n~e operating as an in! antry block vest of. the .OA 
and CTG 115.1 providing normal screening operations on the Song CUB. Da:i. (Rlver) 
and to seaward of Barrier Island. Naval gunfire support and eloss air sup~ort:., 

were provided by CTU 70.8. 9 and CO. FIRST MAW respect! vely (See Enclosure (9 H. ' ' 

2. (C) Concept of Operations and Execution. ,The ba.de concept. for Operation,' ,4 

BOLD PURSUIT was to employ Amphibi~us Rea~ Group kLFA 1n the northern Barrier 
',Island area of Quang Tin prpvince about 16 miles sout~ of Danang~ In a 

helic,opter and amphibious waterborne assault the Amphibious Task Porce vas, to 
land BLT 1/26 for search and destroy operation against Viet Ccng local force 
and main force units, VC infrastructure and North Vietnamese Armed Forces. 

a. Mission. Commander Amphibious Task Force (CATF - Commandex Amphiblous 
. Ready Group ALFA) was directed to conduct an amphibious operation against . 

VC/NVA forces in the amphibious objective area in Quang Tin Province of I Corps 
Tactical Zone and other operations as agreed upon with the Commanding General, 
III Marine Amphibious Force,' or his designated representat,ive. 

b. Execution. Operation BOLD PURSUIT vas exeC'-~ted at H-Hou,r, 270T20H lune 
1969, by a waterborne assa.ult over BLUE Beach in -the northeast.ern sector of 
the AOA by ALFA Company from BLT 1/26 embarked in L'TrP-5 ~phibious tractors. 
Following the initial wave of LVTPs, tanks" ar'Ullery, beach mastera and shore 
party units were landed over BLUE Beach. This surface ae,sault was not opposed 
by the enemy. Beginning a.t L-Hour, 270730H June 1969, two rifle companies 
were landed by helicopter at two landing zOnes in the northern portion of the 
AOA, f'ollowed bY' helicopter l~f't of BL'l' 1/26 Command Post ,elements and other 
support ins un~ ts. Dur'ing the < helioopter ,ssaul t ~ seven helicopt.ers reoei ved 
small arms fire. Two helicopters were forced to make an emergency landing 
near BLUE Beach, due to small arms hits. These helicoptoers were later repaired 
and recovered. Prior to the initial landing at H-Hour, BLUE BEACH and the 
helicopter landing zones were neutralized by 5"38 naval gunfire and close, air' 
support using bombs and rockets. At 211045H June 1969 an additional rifle 
company was helicopter lifted to a landing zone in the southern reaches ot,the 
AOA to provide a blocking force to the Bouth. This landing zone was also 
prepared by naval gunfire and close air support prior to initial touchdown~ 
Following completion of the helicopter lir:t of all seheduled :t"orees, 1nfantr,y 
units (supported by naval gunfire, artiller,y and close air support) commenced .. 
movement toward initial objectives consisting of expected. concentration of,·' 
.n.~ fortifications and bunkers in the.weBter~ and eentral portion ott~. AOA. 
Aerial loudspeaker broadcasts were used to cle~ the :1 "i,11a.n population trOll . 
'the AOA •. The population was' db'ected to move f'rom the :h'lland area to the . 
coast and south along the coast to Marine positions in the southern part ot 
the AOA. The Amphibious Task Force continued throUQhout the first d8f to ' 
build up a limited beach support area. The beach build up wa.s ,limited by .... 
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the necessity to retain, as directed, flexibility (or withdrawl within eight 
hours. PCPs and WPBsfrom c~astal surveillance forces (TG 115.1) provided 
anti.infU tration/exfil trati~n protection in the seaward AOA. This protection 
was provided on a not-to .. intbrf,ereba~is with normal operations. PCFs and WPas 
also provided NGFS in the nature of 81MM mortar H and I fires. 

Underwater Demolition Team (UDT) THIRTEEN Detachment ECHO conducted a 
clandestine check survey of BLUE Beach early AM 27 June viaPCF provided by 
CTG llS.1 in a manner consistent with normal patrol operations in the off· 
shore area. This had the following distinct advantages: did not disclose 
the location of the Amphibious Task Force in an area of impending operation$ 
and did not arouse the suspicions of the enemY. (See Enclosure (5)). UDT 
continued to provide swimmer safety surveillance throughout the operation. 

From the aerial observations by HMM 265 pilots on D·Day, not only was an 
element of suprise achieved, but also a g'reat amount of confusion was generated 
as the enemy was seen running and moving in a helter skelter fashion as if dazed 
by the great volume of prep fires and firing from close air support helo gun­
ships. 

ATF ships continued resupply of troops in the field and the beach support 
area throughout the operation by both surface and air movements of supplies 
and material. Materials consumed during operations ashore were replaced by 
resupply through the port of Danang from the Force Logistics Command. Ships, 
except the LPH, were rotated into Dana~g about every other day for resupply. 
MOGAS, JP-S fuel and fresh water were supplied for operations ashore by ATF 
ships, primarily the LSD and LPD. 

On D plus six, operations and objectives were sufficiently accomplished 
ashore to permit rotation of troops from field positions for r-ehabilitation 
on board ATF ships. Plans were established for a 24 hour REHAB period of 
one rifle company each day. DELTA and BRAVO companies were helo lifted to 
IWO JlMA and CLEVELAND respectively for REHAB prior to the termination of 
operations ashore. 

On 5 July termination of the operation was ordered by COMSEVENTHFLT. On 
6 July a planned withdrawl was executed with W-Hour established for 060700H. 
Withdrawl was accomplished by air and surface means. The final unit, 
consisting of ALPA Company, embarked in LVTP-Ss departed from BLUB Beach at 
06lS32H. Following withdrawl USS MEREDITH conducted H and I fire on evacuated 
positions until 0616QQH. Operation BOLD .PURSUIT was terminated at 0616QOH July. 

Prior to this operation ARG/SLF ALFA had conducted an amphibious turn away 
landing (heli./waterborne) demonstration off the coast of northern Barrier lsland~ 
Quang Tin Province, only 1000 meters south of the assault beach chosen for 
Operation BOLD PURSUIT. It is strongly believed that this demonstration» although 
in no way directly connected with Operation BOLD PURSUIT assisted in misleading 
and confusing the enemy. 
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During the entire plann;ng phase, normal routine evolutions were maint~ined 
as ships of ARG ALFA and helos of HMM265 moved in and out of Danang while 
continuing to operate from the local OPAREASjust off QuangNam and Quang Tin 
Provinces. No special pattern of unusual actiVity was'establishedand'the:pre­
D-Day briefing was held aboard IWO JIMA for all participants while the ships 
were routinely in Danang Harbour to replenish dairy products. 

3. (C) Statistical Summary. Following are some of the significant statis~ical 
results and accomplishments generated during Operation BOLD PURSUIT •. 

a. Friendly casualtie~: (all USMC) BLT 1/26 and HMM 265 

(1) Non~Combat 34 

(2) Combat (WIA) 37 

4 (3) Killed in action (KIA) 

(4) Died of wounds (DOW) 1 (Danang Hospit.l) 

(5) Treated and released for return to duty, 
by IWO JIMA medical facility 

(6) Admitted and treated by IWO JIMA 
medical faei 11 ty 

(7) Treated and transferred to Naval 
Hospital, Danang 

b. Enemy Casualties: 

(1) KIA 

(2) POW 

(3) Detainees 

3S 

29 

3 

42 

8 

720 

c. Enem~ EguiEment and SUEElies caEtured and/or destro~ed: 

(1) Individual Weapons 18 

(2) Crew Served Weapons 1 

(3) Suprise Firing Devices 4 

(4) Rice 600 Ihs 

(5) Salt 50 lbs 
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.lI..., ,.(u) Conc~uaion. Ope;rat1on.:BOLD,:FtmBUl:T achieved.:,.:I.1. objectives. 

5 •.. (U).Becommendations. None. 
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TG 76.4 

TU 76.4.0 

TE 76.4.0.1 

TE 76.4.0.2 

TE 16.4.0.3 

TE 76.4.0.4 

TE 76.4.0.5 

TE 76.4.0.6 

TU 76.4.1 

TU 16.4.2 

TU 76.4.3 
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TASK ORG~l-~ATION 

Amphibious Ready Group ALFA 

USS IWO JlMA,(LP;H-2.) 
USS'wtffiHBURN (tItA-IO 8) 
USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 
USS .WHE~eTONE (LSD-27) 
TACRbi\~ .~~y~. DET ALFA 

{.\l?JR .. •· I' <~'TWELVE DET FOXTROT 
A:~P"1' "ALF A BMu (j ','DET' ALFA TWO 
UDT THIRTEEN, DET ECHO 

Command and Special Operations Unit 

Flagship Element 
USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) 

Tactical Air Control Element 
TACRON 12,DET ALFA 

Beach Reconnaissance Element 
UDT TEAM 13, DET ECHO 

Special Operations Element 
BJU ONE, TEAM 12, DET FOXTROT 

Transport Area Defense Element 
USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) 

Naval Beach Party Element 
BMU ONE, DET ALFA TWO 

CAPTJ '.. B. RAN1llOLPH, USN 
OOMPHIBRON THREE 

CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, USN 
COMPHIBRON THREE 

CAPT M.· M. CASEY, JR.', USN 
CO, USS IWO JlMA (LPH-2) 

LTC Do A. MCCOOL¥!,·USA 
OIC TACRON 12, DET ALFA 

LTJG J. A. LYTLE, USNR 
OIC, UDT 13, DET ECHO 

LTJG A. C. REYNOLDS, USNR. 
OIC, BJU 1, TEAM 12, DET tlF" 

CDR F. K. RABUN, USN 
CO, USS ~STONE (LSD-27) 

ENS G. I. ARMSTRONG, USNR 
'OIC, BMU 1, DET ALFA 2 

Gunfire Support and Screen Unit CDR F. R. JOHNS~ USN USS ROWAN (DD-782) 27 JON - 1 JUL 69 CO, USS ~OWAN(DD-782) USS MEREDITH (DD-890) 2 - 6 JUL 69 27 JUN - 1 JUL 69 

Transport Unit 

USS TWO JlMA (LPH-2) 
USS WASHBURN (LKA-108) 
USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 
USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) 

Cargo Unit' 
USS WASHBURN (LKA-l08) 

DECLASSIFIED 

CDR J. E. WITHROW, U$N 
CO, USS MEREDITH (DD-890) 
2 - 6 Jut 69 

CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, Uf?N 
COMPHIBRON THREE 

CAPT R. R 0 RENALDI. lJSN 
CO, USS WASHBURN (LKA-IOB) 
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BOLD PURSUIT INITIATING DIRECTIVB (COMSBVENTHPLT 2S22S8Z JUN 69) 

Ref: (a) COMSEVENTHFLT OPLAN 101-69 
(b) NWP22(B) 

1. SITUATION~ CG III MAF has requested the employment of an ARG/SLF in 
supportor-operations in the ICTZ. COMSEVENTHPLT will provide TG 76.4/79.4 
and such other forces as may be necessary for this operation. Initiating· 
directive is for planning purposes. The operation when executed, will be 
conducted in accordance with references (a) and (b). 

2. MISSION: Commander Amphibious Task Force (CATF) conduct an amphibious 
operation against VC/NVA forces in amphibious objective area in Quang Tin 
Province of ICTZ or other operations as agreed upon with CG III MAP or his 
designated representative. 

3. CrG 76.4 (COMPHIBRON THREB) embarked in USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) designated 
CATF. 

40 CrG 79 u 4 (Commander SLF ALFA) embarked in USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) designated 
Commander Landing Force (CLF). 

S. Command relationship in accordance with paragraph 3X.(2) and (3) of 
reference (a). 

6. COMUSMACV will provide anti-infiltration/exfiltration patrol craft for 
this operation and will provide CAS and other support as agreed upon with 
CArF in accordance with paragraph lB(l) of reference (a). 

7. The Amphibious Objective Area (AOA) will be promulgated by separate 
message" 

8. Nickname for this operation will be BOLD PURSUIT with tentative D-Day 
27 June. D-Day and Hand L hours to be determined and confirmed by CATF. 
When all forces are prepared, CATF report to orignator state of readiness 
and final confirmation concerning D-Day, Hand L hours. Execute on D-Day 
at Hand L hours unless otherwise directed. Report execution to ALCON. 

9. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

au Withdrawl in accordance with Annex B to reference (a). Retain readiness 
for withdrawl in eight hours. 

b. Expected length of operations is 7 - 10 days. 

100 Termination in accordance with Annex B to reference (a). 

11. Public affairs in accordance with Annex V to reference (a). 

120 Downgraded to Confidential upon termination. 
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TU 76.4.4 

TO 76.4~5 

TO 19.4 
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Waterborne Control Unit 
USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) 

He1iborne Control Unit 
USS IWO JlMA (LPH-2) 

USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 

Special Landing Force ALFA 

BLT 1/26 
HMM 265 

CDR F. K.RABUB. U$N 
CO. USS wHETSTONE (LSP-21) 

CAPT M. M. CASEY, .tR, USN 
CO, usa IWO JlMA {~PH.2} 

COL W. c. DOTI, USMc 
co, SLF ALFA I : 

LTCOL G. C. KLIEFO~H. USMC" 
LTCOL R. L. GRAY, JR., USMC 

," 
COMBEe TEAM TWO (CTE 70.7.7.2)" was embarked"in USS CLEVELAND (,LPD-1). 

" . "" eONFIDENTIAL 

2 "Enclosure (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL . CARG"A"/3S00 

By COMSEVENTHFLT 260058Z JUN 69 the Amphibious Objective Area (AOA) for 
Operation BotO PURSUIT is as follows: The landward AOA will be)the land 
area encompassed by a line drawn from DT 229524/4 southwest along the 
province boundary of Quang Nam and Quang Tin Provinces, RVN to the Troung 
Giang (River) at NBT 172497/0 thence southeast along the Troung Giang to 
DT 217463/3 then trace to 224470/9 to 230475/1 to 243480/1 at the South 
China Sea, including the air space from 0-25,000 MSL. The seaward extensiot 
of the AOA will be' that area encompassed on the north by a line drawn 065 
degrees true from a point at BT 22050/6 for a distance of 10 nautical miles 
and on the south by a line drawn 055 degrees true from DT 309360/1 for a 
distance of 15 nautical miles and by a line joining the two seaward points 
excluding the surface area of the off shore islands on HO Chart 6209 
including the air space from 0-25,000 feet MSL, free air transit granted 
7,000/7 feet MSL and above over the sea and land AOA. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

24 JUNE 1969 

a. Received message from CO II!MAF inti16at1ng MO/SLP' operations Were 
pending in near future. . 

b. CTG 76.4 and eTG 79. 4 represen~atives attended preliminar.ypl~1ns 
conference at CG III MAF Headquarters for proposed operations. 

'25 JUNE 1969 

a. 0900H - CTG 76.4, CTG 79.4 and keystaft members ~1ie.jtR·d,t~ ~ 
AMERICAL DiviSion, CG SECOND ARVN Division, CG III MAF representatives ~d 
Quang Tin Province Officials concerning propoaed'operations on Barrier 
Island. 

b. 
c. 

Conunenced pre-.operation preparations for proposed'SPECOrSt 
Requested NOTAM. 

d. Requested Air Support. 
e. 1930H - Requested NGFS ship assignment. 
f. 2344H - Requested PCF/WPB services from CTG 115.1. 

26 JUNE 1969 

a. 0750H - Received ini tiatirigd1:rect1~e fro!li'COMSEVENTHFLT. 

b. TG 76.4 ships in Danang Harbor for in-port logistics and liaison. 

c. 0905H - Promulgated message! :operationr"ordel,"'(CTG: 76.4 ·OPORD'306.69} 
for Operation BOLD PURSUIT. 

d. CTG 76.4 and CTG 79.4 attended planning conference at CG III MAP 
Headquarters with CG III MAF and CG AMERICAL Division representatives. 

e. 1159H - Received AOA description from COMSEVENTHFLT. 

f. 160QH - eTG 76.4 conducted pre-D-Day briefings on boar.d flagship 
IWO JlMA for TG 76.4. 

g. 2000H - CTG 76.4 confirmed D-Day and readiness to conduct operations. 

21 JUNE 1969 

a. D-Day for Operation BOLD PRUSUIT. 

b. QODlH - CTO 76.40PORD 306-69 (Operation BOLD PURSUIT) *tractive 
for execution. 
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c. 0005H - Usa .. ROWAN(D~ 782) report.d tOf~uty uNaval Guntire Suppo~t 
Ship. USS CLJ!VELAm)depart.4 .op ar~a for the AOA., .. 

d. OlOOH.~ UDToOllllllenc.~. check survey t . lurtob.ervat1onl and recon ot 
ItUE Beach. . , . . 

e. USS !WO. JI~ t USSWASHBURN' ,AND. USS WHETSTOIIE departed BARBARA op ar •• 
independently torallignedpodt1oD' :tn. the AOA. . . . 

. i'::i,:" . ' 

t. 0340H - UDT- completed· check survey and beach recon and embarked in 
USS CLEVELAND. 

s. ~cr reported to USS WlIE'l'STONE tor AOA security duty. 

h. 0500H -USS IWO JIMA, USS WASHBUfU'l and USB WHETSTONE in aaligned 
aectora ot AOA. 

1. C520H ~ Contirmed H and L Houra. 

J. 0530H - Signalled "Land. the Waterborne Landins rorce". 

k. Q7Q3H - NGFS beach prep comaenced. 

1. 0700H - Signalled "La,nd the Hel1borne Landing Force". 

m. OTllH - NOFS beach prep ceased. 

n. OT13H - 0728ij - Air ~d NOF prep otLZ COBRA. 

o. 0720H - Surface wave one touched down on time.' 

p. 0729lJ .. Surtace wave~two touched 'down. 

q. 0730H - L-Hour. Firat helo wave. touched down on time. 

r. 0739H - Surtace' wave three touched down. 

a. 0747H - Surtace wave."ourtouched down. 

t. 0750H - Helicopter torced down atBLUI Beach by ground tire trom 
vicinity LZ COBRA. 

u. 0810H - Helicopter torceddown .at~UI Beach b1 ground tire trom 
vicinity LZ COBRA. 

v. 6830R-091SR - Littell t'roopa into LZ MTTLER. 
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w~ l028H.1044H .. Air and NGF prep-of LZ KRAIT. 

x. lo46H - First heliborne wave touched down in LZ KRAIT •. 

y. 1400H - Completed scheduled and on-call surtace anc! air ship-to-sho~e . 
movement. 

z.· 1410H - 'Commencea selective ottload and.limited buildup ot~each 
support area. .. 

ea. 1300-1530H - PSYOPS .aircratt delivered warnins and evacuation instruct- . 
ions to civilian pOP11:1·ation centers. 

. . 
bb. MGENL. B. RAMSEY. USA. CO AMERICAL Division visited CTG 76.4 aboar4 

tlasship USS twO JlMA for progress of operations brief. 

28 JtmE'1969 

a. Continued in support ot BLT 1/26. 

'b. RADM W. W. UHRENS~. COMPHIBFORSEVEN'l'KP'LT/CTF 76. vilit~d CTG 76.4" tor 
l~ch and 'briefing on progre88 of operations. 

c. 1132H - Completed limited buildup ot Beach Support Area. 

29 JUNE 1969 

a. Continued in supportot Bt'!' 1/26. 

.. 

b. USS CLEVELAND and USS ROWAN replenished underway from USS'ICENNIBEC (AO 36). I 

c •. BGD N~enVan TOAN, CG Second.ARVI;.D1:vision· visited CTG 76~~/CTG7$).4 tor 
liaison and briefing on progressot operations. . 

d. usa CLEVELAND in Danang for INREP ot ammuni t10n and supplies. 

30 JUNE 1969 

a. Continued in support of 13LT1/26. 

b. o645H - USS MEREDITH (DD 8QO)'reported tor duty as NGFS ship. 

c. USS ROWAN rearmed from USS PARICUTIN (AE 18). 

d. 1910H' - usa CLEVELAND assumed duti.es as PCS. uSS WHETS'l'ONE departed'the 
AOA to dump contaminated d:lesel fuel 'and proceed to, Danang tor mEP of ~1t1oni 
POL and supplies.' ". .. 

r I 
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1 JULY 1969 

a. Continued in support of BLT 1/26. 

b. 0400H - USS ROWAN (DD-782) released from ARG ALFA. 

c. 0400H - Commanding Officer, USS MEREDITH (00-890) assumed CTU 76.4.1. 

d. 0900H to l130H - USS WASHBURN in Danang for INRSP with USS NIAGARA 
FALLS (AFS-3). 

e. l2l0H. MEDEVAC guard passed to USS CLEVELAND. USS IWO JlMA, USS 
WHETSTONE and USS MEREDITH replenished underway from USS GUADALUPE (AO-32). 

f. USS WASHBURN replenished underway fram USS GUADALUPE enroute to 
the AOA. 

g. 1733H - USS IWO JIMA returned to aSSigned sector of AOA and resumed 
MEDEVAC guard. 

2 JULY 1969 

a. Continued in support of BLT 1/26. 

b. 0500H - USS WHETSTONE resumed duties as PCS. 

c. USS MEREDITH rearmed from USS VIRGO CAB-30). 

d. l250H - 1735H - TG 76.4 less USS WASHBURN conducted vertical 
replenishment from USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3) within, the AOA. 

e. Conducted check survey of BLUE Beach to locate more suitable 
landing site at low water. None feund. 

f. RADM E~ M. ROSENBERG', COMPHIBPORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76, visited CTG 
76.4 and CTG 79.4 and was briefed'on current operations. '. 

g. 1821H - One HMM 265 helo on command control mission with SLF Commander 
embarked received small arms fire. Helo crashed near the beach. Four minor 
injuries. 

3 JULY 1969 

a. Continued in support of BLT 1/26. 

b. USS CLEVELAND in Danang for INREP. 

c. Lifted DELTA company via helo to USS IWO JlMA for 24 hour REHAB. 

d. USS MEREDITH rearmed from USS VtRGO (AE,,'30) •. 

e. CTG 76.4 and CTG 79.4 visited CG III MAF Headquarters for liaison 
concerning operations. 
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, ; l... (C) CG. III MAF proposed '.the ':concept 'fo~ a search" and ·-~$tt'oy opere.ti<!>n., 
... on ',northern Barrier Isl~d'just-so'Qth of the province' boundary between 

. QU~8-. 'l'in and Quang Nem. . ", ", , _ , , , ' 

,2.;.. (Cr Inl tiaJ. planningconterenaes.-were-.conducted:;Rth~_rep't'esentatives '" (' .... 
. : '~o1' CG'III MAF in Dana.ng~and-~eG:.AMIJU.CAL.~DIVin Chu~La1:".on 24 June to . . .' 

j 
i 

establish- cocrdination and' cl'«ml1l'tment.-o1' forces .... Follo:w:tngtl1;ts con1'er~nc'~.·:.' 
agreements were reached: ,,1th: 1:'!'0:,ll5-1: to provide" aurface: securi ty for, , '\' 

' .. : C'l'E' 76~4 ... 0 ... 3 WDT) 'i:o ,&cc;om.pliah:-,&:.clandestine checlt-aurvey,:of"the sele~tl!d:.' ':1' 
:: : land1ngbeach early AM :0 ... 1:)1.1" and- further to routinely: provide surface .. 
'" .. surveillance c1' the AOA and ,,'gunfire suppoi-t when sueh: assets rnre' availa.ble. ;: 

. , . . 

,- 3.- (0) A se~or~a ptanning'.contexenee,:.was ,·conducted' ~5·, JlUl.e:at the Quang 
. , Tin': Prevince HeadQ.uarterl"!l" Tam: Ky~:with-,l'epresentat1ves :'01': eo: AMERICAL DIV­
, and CG SECOND AllVN DIV .... ;CJanerai:., 'rOAN., ,CG SECOND ARVN DIV.: end COL TIN ~ 

, Province Chief ~ Quang Tin f!l'ov1nce't~',andtheir USMA.CV: advisors were - , .,' 
.. present.,; Discussions were heldlir agreements were made"as : to- the coordinat:l.onl 

. ,lia.:tson reQ.uired and to t.he comml tment of forces ...Mutua.l: ..greements were' ' 
made cn:the 1'ollowing~ 

, a..... The landward AOA 0 

b. Pacified areas • 

. c .... Freel'lre zones. 

d. Location of 1'riendly-.·forces operating in the"vicinity o'r the AOA 
periphel"Yo 

.. e.. The mutual exch8Zlge" of.' liaison offi cers • 

f~ The es~abliahment of D-DBfo 

Following the .:o:lfersnce. at Tam. Ky.,> .. &' meeting was, held:-wtth the Quang 
Da- Special' Zone. 'i."'epreeentathesconcerning the free-,fire:.zone in Quang 
Nam"Provin~e Just n.)tth of- the ',pt'ovince boundaries"betve.en::Quang Tin and, 
Quang, Nam.;. 'An ag!'eemer~t' for the: deatred.free fire- 20ne "was' achieved. 

, , 

':= :~~ (C)-E,l.ann1,rt..s_f'.:>p t~h~;:95Lh:1b1.C)na:Obil.ctive Area CAPEljo-

, . ,- a... In es tabU shi ng an' AOA the follOWing genera.1- ~eCluirements were 
'considered~ 

,," .~. 

(1) Not to restriet'norm&.l:a.ir:trattic in and.-out:of Dan&r1g. 
, '..-r," 

(2) Not tc ~estrict·norma.l·coastw1se·shipptng7in and out of 
Danang. 
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,( 3 ) Select a fire support,: uea.",to . permit ' the' NOrS . ships to have 
clear' gun' target lines. 

, , 

" - ,- , (4) Permit free air'transit:over7000 feet above AOA. 

5 .. (c) 'Naval ~fire support',wa, B'prOvi,ded byeTU 70.-8 .. 9 by:tihe assignment 
'''of USS'ROWAN' (DD 782) followed:-bT~ijSS,:MEREDITH (DD 890,) • 

.. 
" : 6.;.' (c), C'l'G' 115.1 provided ~,7:outtl'le·.surve,illanceof the' seaward AOA and 
, "colltinued'ri ver patrol- operations ~.along' the Song eu&.: Da1: outside the AOA 

and'free-fire zone boundaries. 

"', ,,(.' (C)' Coordinaticn!Cooper.ation·:was·Mhieved at allle~elswith under­
standing'and professionalism. 

.. 

Em:roaWie (4) 
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1. (C) The first indication pf an i~ending operation came on the morning of 
24 June 1969 while ARG/SLF ALFA was engaged in conducting an amphibious turn 
away landing demonstration in the vic'inity of Barrier Island, Quang Tin 
Province. A personal liaison visit by eTG 76.4, CTG 79.4 and various staff 
members to CG, III MAF Headquarters, Danang, at 1330H on 24 June revealed t~at 
III MAP G-2 had indications that major elements of the 70th MF Battalion plus 
elements of the V-25 LF Battalion had moved back into the Barrier Island vicinity 
and in conjunction with local guerilla forces had begun to fortify the area 
again following .the successful sweeps conducted during Operation DARING REB~L. 
Recent attacks in the area by enemy forces against Operation SEA TIGER PCF'$ 
tended to cdnfirm a build up of forces on Barrier Island. D-Day for an 
amphibious assault targeted against enemy forces in the vicinity of northern 
Barrier Island was tentatively set for the morning of 27 June thus allowing 
a period of approximately 64 hours to research condictions in the AOA, prepare 
and issue an intelligence estimate p and complete the planning process. 

2. (C) Early in the planning phase the decision was made to conduct a 
surface assault over the beach in order to establish a fire support base to 
support the troops in the helicopter assault. Upon review of all beach 
information available to the command it was discovered that all but 800 yards 
of the 4000 yards of beach within the AOA had been surveyed within the past 
year. However, some of the surveys were in the form of rough copies of UDt 
data attached as enclosures to eTF 76/19 Joint Intelligence Estimate 1-69 
and were unevaluated without charts or graphics. An immediate precedence 
message (CTG 76.4 241321Z June 69) was sent to eTP 76 requesting smooth 
copies of the IR's reporting beach surveys of Barrier Island beaches, as well 
as any other information on Barrier Island and vicinity. The smooth IR's were 
forwarded expeditiously by helicopter arriving on the morning of 26 June. 
Prior to receipt of the smooth surveys the decision was made to utilize a 500 
yard segment of the beach located between coordinates 49P BT 232513 and 49P 
BT 227529 (designated BLUE Beach) for the assault beach based on the roughUOT 
information already in hand. Upon receipt of the smooth beach survey with 
graphic, the location of the assault beach was confirmed and the graphic 
became the basic document for conducting a clandestine UDT check survey prior 
to H-Hour. 

3. eC) Because the scheme of maneuver within the landward AOA called for a 
surface assault prior to the helicopter borne assault, it was felt that a 
check survey of the assault beach would be highly desirable. Previous 
liaison with eTG 115.1 had indicated a willingness and capability to support 
amphibious operations by providing a Swift Boat (PCF) from TG 115.1 assets 
to act as UDT insertion/recovery vehicle and to provide anti-infiltration/ 
exfi1tration patrol in the AOA. A PCP was chosen for a clandestine UOT 
insertion because such a craft is commonly seen in areas close~in to shore 
throughout Vietnam and ~n insertion could be made without breaking the 
normal patrol pattern thus not arousing the suspicion of the enemy that 
amphibious operations were pending. USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) was designated 
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as UDT control ship and was ,to take ,:Station 5. to~ lO·.JIlile~f;rom.~he beiJ,cht<> 
provide radar vectors to the PCF, if required;an4wha.tev~rother support 
was necessary. At about 2300H on 26 JUne the ARG Ar.FA .1)DTdetachment. 
embarked in the assigned PCF: at the Roc;kcrusher Pl,er ;in Da.nang .(coordill:at~.s 
49P BT 077818) and were transported to BLUB Beach.,al';'dving atOQl~H 
27 June. Enroute to the insel'tion point, the PCF.:approached clo$eenO\1ghto 
USS CLEVELAND to establish positive identification and theI) re~eivedradar 
vectors to a point directly offshore from the left fhn)c·.of ,BLUE ~each. 
The PCF's radar was used to approach the beach 300 to 500 yards offshore 
where the UDT was placed in I the water. The.PCFthen .remained .in the.i 

immediate vicinity to provide gun fire support if necessary. When. the survey 
was completed and upon receipt of prearranged flashing light Signals from 
the UDT leader the PCF moved in to recover the UDT. After recovery the PCF 
proceeded to USS CLEVELAND to disembark theUDT in order that the report of 
beach conditions could be made directly to the Commanding Officer j USS 
CLEVELAND. The report was then relayed by means of covered circuit to CATF 
and the PCS. Except for providing radar vectors to the PCF, it was not 
necessary to use uncovered radio circuits during the entire UDT insertion/ 
recovery. Had there been adequate navigational landmarks available to allow 
the PCF to position herself within SO yards of desired position, even those 
radio transmissions would not have been necessary_ The UDT report showed 
that the beach information available was accurate and that the beach was 
usable except at extreme low tide due to a sandbar approximately 10 meters 
offshore. The report was received in sufficient time to pennit changing H~Hour 
or making supplementary plans, had such proved necessary. 

4. (C) Aerial photography of the AOA was requested from CG III MAF as soon 
as an indication was received of possible interest in the area, delivery of 
the finished prints, of good quality with mosaics and plots, was made about 
48 hours after making the request. In addition, during helicopter flights 
in the vicinity of the AOA, enroute to liaison visits to Chu La! and Tam Ky, 
hand held 3Srnrn cameras were used to photograph the AOA at oblique angles. 
These photographs were processed by the flagship's photo lab, enlarged to 
8 x 10" size, and annotated to indicate landing zones, reference points and 
prominent landmarks. They were then distributed to the helicopter pilots 
and others who required them and proved to be very useful. 

S. (U) Overall weather support and forecasts were provided by the meteor­
ology unit on the flagship. Surf forecasts were requested from Fleet 
Weather Central, Guam, utilizing the fonnat contained in CTF 76 OPORD 
201-69, Annex W, and proved to be very accurate. 

6, (U) No EEl's other than those contained in CTG 76.4 OPLAN 101A-69, 
Annex C, were utilized or imposed on subordinate units for COllection 
with the exception of determining beach information by UDTas mentioned 
above. 

2 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Enclosure (5) 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 



_ •. ~ - ,,_fit _________ _ DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

7. (C) 'As a last step in the planning process a joint intelligence estimate 

wa. issued by CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 and ,was distr1~uted to all concerned on 

26 June. The information contained therein, with the exception of order of 

bittle, proved to be accurat-e, and,comprehensive. 

8.' (C) Late in the eVf!:ning of 26 June, CG III MAF OOB Listing of Major 

Enemy Units ICTZ 88-69 (CG III MAF message 261206Z JUN 69) was received 

confirming" the presence of the 70th MF Battalion in the area of the AOA 

based on several sources • However, CG 111 MAF OOB Listing of Major Enemy 

Units 1CTZ 91-69 (CG 111 MAF message 021234Z JUL 69) received on 2 July 

invalidated the relocation change of the 70th MF Battalion in OOB List 88-69 

and stated that the battalion was located in the area previously listed 

prior to 24 June, some 25 kilomet"ers south southwest of the AOA. Inter­

rogation of the 8 POW~9 captured during Operation BOLD PURSUIT did not 

indicate that anything other than local force VC units were in the AOA. 

• 
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MEDICAL AND LOGISTICS 

A. MEDICAL 

1. (C) Medical support for Operation BOLD PURSUIT commenced on 27 June 
1969 and·ended on 6 July 1969. IWO JIMAwas designated the primary 
casualty receiving ship and Surgical Team ALFA, tst Platoon "0" Company, 
5th Medical Battalion 9th MAB, Battalion Aid Station BLT 1/26, and the 
medical section of HMM-265 were embarked. 

2. (C) Most of the combat casualties received were the result of det­
onated booby traps. 

3. (C) There were eighty-eight units of blood on hand at the start of 
the operation. On 1 July 1969, fifty-five units were returned to NSA 
Hospital Danang for their use because of approaching expiration dates. 
On 4 July 1969. fifty-three units were received from NSA Hospital Danang. 
There were twenty-two units and seven patients crossmatched and ten units 
transfused to two patients. There were two units contaminated or broken. 
Seventy-four units were on hand at the end of the operation and twenty-one 
expired units were to be returned the following day. 

4. (C) There was one transfusion reaction due to improper labeling of a 
unit of blood. 
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e. FLIGHT SURGEON 

(11) LT S. A. WILSON 

6. (C) Casualty statistics: 

a. SUMMARY OF CASUALTY STATISTICS 

(1) TOTAL CASUALTIES RECEIVED: 

(a) Non-combat 
(b) Wounded in Action (WIA) 
(c) Killed in Action (KIA) 
Cd) Died of Wounds CDOW) (Danang Hospital) 

DOW not included in total. Previously 
included in WIA. 

(2) NON-COMBAT CLASSIFIED 

(a) PUO 
(b) Contusion 
(c,) Dysentery 
(d) Miscellaneous 
(e) Gastroenteritis 
(f) Heat Exhaustion 
(g) Fracture 
(h) GSW (Self Inflicted) 
(i) Burn 
(j) Abscess 
(k) Ringworm 
(1) Dental 
(m) Urticaria 
(n) Sunburn 
(0) Pharyngitis 
(p) Otitis 
(q) Muscle Strain 
(r) Dermatitis 
(s) Laceration 
(t) Chemical Burn 
(u) Syphillis 
(v) Urethritis 

(3) COMBAT CASUALTIES CLASSIFIED: 

(a) MISSLE WOUNDS 

1 Major 
2 Minor 

(b) NON-MISSLE INJURIES 

1 Burns (White Phosphorous) 
'2' Contusion 
! Psychogenic Shock 

2 
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34 
37 
4 
1 

4 
3 
3 
2 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

29 

12 
17 

8 

6 
1 
1 
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B. LOGISTICS 

DECLASSIFIED 

(c) OPERA1'IVE CASES PP!R1oRMED :(Init1al Rx Only)" 9 
\ ,. 

(d) MAJOR SURGICAL PROCEDURES 7 

( e) SUMMARY OF O. R. ANESTHESIA , . 7 

(t) DISpOSITION 

1 Treated & Re~ea8ed 
'2 Admitted 
1 Discharged to Duty 
,. Transterred 
5 Triaged & Transterred 
b Transterred (Care ot the Dead) 
7' Died ot Wounds 
! Remaining in Sickb~ End ot Operation 

39 
29 
II 

2 
3 
4 
o 

16· 

1. ' (C) REPLENISHMENT. During BOLD PURSUIT the following replenishments 
vere conducted providing support to ARG ALFA and guntire support ships: 

~ SHIP '!ECEIVED -. 
29 JON KENNEBEC CAO 36) FUEL 

30 JON PARI CUTIN (AE 18) AMMO 

1 JtJL NIAGARA FALLS, (AFS 3) PROVISIONS 

1 JtJL GUADALUPE (AO 32) .rtJEL 

2 JtJL VIRGO (AE30)/ ANt«) 

2JUL NIAGARA FALLS (AFS 3) ~OVISIONS ' 

3JUL VIRGO (A! 30) AM!«) 

4JUL CALIENTE CAO 53) FUEL. 

5 JUL", VIRGO (AE 30) AMMO 
I ' , 

2. (0) MAIN'l'EIANOE. Sporadic 1ealdDi in usa, IWO JIMA!a main condenser 
'tube. vas an ever present problem tbrouahou:t the operatiol1. AlthoUlh :', 
tit to 'abl1 fulfill her &lsignmentas Flag_hip and helo haven, & marein&! . 
capability tor continuous steaming (especially at. hieher apeedll) existed!' 
durinc the entire period ot the operation. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

1. (C) Communications throughout Operation BOLD PURSUIT were excellent. 

The inttiating directive was received at 0750H 26 June 1969. CTG 76.4 
OPORDER 306-69 was transmitted to all add~esseeB at l13BH 26 June 1969. 

No difficulties were encountered by the Flagship in handling the ibcreased 

volume of messages generated by Operation BOLD PURSUIT. The configuration 

ot IWOJIMA (LPH 2) communication spaces provided rapid processing ot both 

incoming and outgoing messages with a minimum o't communication personnel. 

During the peak 24 hour period no backlogging of messages was experi~nced 

with a high of 210 outgoing and 350 incoming. Amphibious Ready Group ALFA 

consisting of USS IWO JIMA (+lH 2) (CATF Flagship). USS CLEVELAND (LPD 1) t 

USS WHE'l'STONE (LSD 27) t USS WASHBURN (LKA 108) and the gunfire support 

ships USS ROWAN (DD 782) andUSS MEREDI~ (DD 890) maintained a duplex Task 

Group Orestes circuit. All Task Group ships delivered their outgoing 

messages to the Flagship for entry into the NAVCOMOPNET which was maintained I 

by IWO JIMA (LPH 2). This circuit provided a reliable link throughout the 

operation for the relay of record communication traffic for ships of the 

Task Group. 

2. (C) In the HF and UHF range, the communications suiteof the IWO JIMA 

class LPH was adequate, but totally utilized, to provide the communication 

circuits required for an amphibious operation. It was not adequate in the. 

VHF range. Three additional VRC-46 transceivers were installed in the SLF 

operation spaces to provide adequate equipment in this range to meet the 

circuit requirements for Operation BOLD PURSUIT. 

3. (C) The Flagship's NAVCOMOPNET was terminated with Naval Support Activity. 

Danang and the Fleet Flash Net was patched through NSA Danang, Cam Ranh B~ to 

NAVCOMMSTA Phil. This termination was extremely reliable during Operation 

BOLD PURSUIT. 

4. (C) Frequency assignments were adequate as assigned by COMSEVENTHFLT 

OPORDER ~ol-68. Even though frequency-interference is generally a problem 

in the Vietnam coastal area, all circuits were reliable during this operation. 

5. (c) Broadcast coverage was excellent 'at all times. The flagship maintained 

coverage of both the rebroadcast from NSA Danang and the direct broadcast 

from NAVCOMMSTA Phil. All Task Group ships copied the rebroadcast from NSA 

Danans. Requests for retransmission of missing broadcast messages were kept· 

to a minimum with ships aSSisting each other. NSA Danang provided missing . 

numbers on request. 

6. (C) Amphibious waterborne circuits: Beach operations, , Boat control, and 

UDT CMD/BMU COORD circuits provided reliable communications, with some 

interference being experienced on the boat control frequency. The interrerence 

was primarily ~ocal overriding teletype signals, and other local circuits . 

. reeding into' this circuit. As a result. this frequency has been replaced tor 

future operations. 
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7. (c), The, Task Group ,Man.eU:I'.I:er.t~:,and·.warn~ng:,4..And:Taak.:Group reportin$ 
circui ts: were cov:ered~"o1reu:.tu..-"~,:.t.he: NES'1'O:rt •• cr:y.pto . .aystem.... These " 

. circuits' were excellentl·. throughout;·-the::~~erat1ono:.~,AlthCtllh'7 these circ1Ji ts 
.' , 'were used primarily for~ their' des1snated'.''Wu!l?,' the1~'vere"uaedR on a not: to 

interfere basis~ as' a' communications; coordination:circutt-and for pass~ng 
, . ' . "'1'ACLOG i"equirements' f'rcm.:·the' Flagshtp~,tot.he Primary::-eontrol- Ship. Thh 

.. , . , . was' done' to hold uncovered -vo1 ce: communieations - to 8. minimum..; , 

" 

. '. '. '8.:.' (e)' Registered Publ1C8.tions~.·· -'1'he-s~lY' of-key-tng:-matertde·s ·oper8.ti'onal~ , 
, ... codes '. and" numeral coe.esrwere~ adequate- atr'a11, time .. ,: dt1r1ng::operation BOLD 

. PURSUIT. ' 

. "9 .. (e)' HI' MAF Comme.nd~·'2~" Th1s~.circu1t' is .vital:to:AJlphtbtcus· Operations 
.' .. :' ~,1n theI'Corpe in that·tt~.iB··,the·onl1,circuit providtnga.,:',direct link 

. betw~en' the, in-country' command.e.ra.".· CTF 76 and CA:rrteLl1' ... :::::.eiDJlimnnication~ on' 
, ...... , this' circuit,' were severely- hampered'fulring Operation- !OLD' ftmSUIT in tbat , 

. , .... nei ther CXF 76 nor CATF/eLF' were' able to communicate' with: eG" rII MAF eJtcept ", 
" .... , on an intermittent basis",: Coordination via other" cOlllllllJlltcaUon channels .~ 
" .. and- messages between CATF:.and; IIi. MAE . .Headquarters:during:thts:period did 
, .. not improve communicat:tQn.6~ signit1.c.an.tly. .A11a1e.on-V1s1t7w1th III MAP 

'after completion of Ope~a:tionBOLD PURSUIT revealed:'equtp:lllent:-d1fficuittes 
, . were being experienced by 'III MAF- during this period. 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

1. (C) General 

a. A COJIIIMud Information Bureau (CIB) was set up onboard the USS IWO 
JIMA (LPH 2) and a Mobile News Team from CTF 76 Staff provided services 
from 26 June 1969 through 6 July 1969. 

b. Proximity of Operation BOLD PURSUIT to the Danang area precluded 
initial embarkation of civilian newsmen, however, newsmen were invited after 
the initial landing. ce, III MAF CIB arranged for an eight (8) man civilian 
news team to visit the landward AOA on the morning of 30 June for three hours. 
Motion picture coverage was thus obtained of BLT 1/26 and HMM 265 in the 
landward AOA. 

c. Members of CTF 76 Mobile News Team obtained still photo coverage of 
the landing from the beach. 

d. CTC 76.4 CIB originated eight press releases (advance and seven 
follow ups) throughout Operation BOLD PURSUIT. 

e. Problems encountered/adverse incidents: None 

2. (0) Visits by Dignitaries 

8. 27 June - MGEN L. B. RANSEY, USA, CG AMERICAL DIVISION 

b. 28 June - RADM W. W. BEHRENS, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT 

c. 29 June - BGEN N. V. TOAN, ARVN, CG 2nd ARVN DIVISION 

d. 2 July - RADM E. M. ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT 
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BOLD PURSUIT SUPPORTING ARMS 

1. (C) Naval Gunfire. 

a. Forces Involved. operation BOLD PURSUIT commenced on 27 June 1969 
with H-Hour at 0720H and L-Hour at 0730H. USS ROWAN (00-782) conducted 
beach/landing zone preparat.ion fires. On completion of initial fires ROWAN. 
was available to shoot on-call targets until relieved by USS MEREDITH (00-890) 
on 1 July. MEREDITH provided Naval Gunfire Support until termination of th~ 
operation on 6 July. U. S. Coast Guard WPB's maintained a costal patrol anp 
responded to several calls for fire with their 81 MM mortar and .50 caliber' 
machine guns. 

b. Fire sup~ort Coordination. No persistent problems hampered the 
coordination o~ ire support. 

c. Restrictions to fire. 

(1) Civil Airway Paths. Although free transit corridors have not 
been a major problem in the pastJ the COMSEVENTHFLT/COMNAVFOR Vietnam 
agreement that air space between 7,000 and 11,000 feet will be left as 
free transit space limited some NGFS missions in this operation, since the 
destroyers could not shoot at maximum effective range or use high angle 
of incidence, non-skipping fire. Other supporting arms had to be used to 
fulfill their high angle incidence missions. 

(2) Non-observance of Notams/SAV-A-PLANE. Almost daily throughout 
the operation, check fires had to be called in order not to endanger unide~tified 
aircraft transiting the AOA. 

(3) "SPOOKY" and "SHADOW". When either of these two very useful air­
craft were on station they permitted supporting arms to continue firing to within 
1000 feet of their operating altitude. This was considered very reasonable 
contrary to the "total check fire throughout the AOA" that we had been told to 
anticipate. 

d. Artillery Advisory System and SAVE-A-PLANE. 

(1) The time from receipt of SAVE-A-PLANE request to permiSSion to fire 
averaged approximately three minutes for the duration of the operation. Although 
three minutes is an acceptable average it is felt that this might be reduced to 
two minutes by streamlining the procedures. Part of the answer lies with 
uniformity in SAVE-A-PLANE message format. CTG 76.4 will investigate SAVE~A· 
PLANE procedures and submit comments and recommendations for streamlining these 
pr~cedures to COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT. 
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e. CPJIPPPlIritsaN ana... 

.' ,(1;); .;. No·~.ticant" t'OlIIm~~iI.~a,Ucn ~l3.it'tiOUlt:l.es were encountere,.. ',':':' . 

.. . (~~.~ .... ~:~j~ ·~iz~4·.UR.,.of''':Pri,;. !.ae;'~ a.~:.~~d~"~~rcui t·~'~;: ... ~~~ '.lN~.>: . 
Gunfire' net.:.p ... Uy"~ced~c.oJl!'llUllh.ti~ill;.l:>.e.tween"SAee· M¢~the""'v8.lI;Gtmtlte, 
Support . Ship... '.' ''':.,' .... ' .. , . ". ' i. :i~.: 

~,. r ' 
" 

f. . St,t;tstical Data. 
,~ "' 

, .{ 1;).;' fjcmpds. .Expended 

. ,. ; • ~.:' tJSS·ftPWAp ,lDP:i:.r&.8l 
Caliber Ty.pe' . Qty .. 

" 

5"/38 Ace. 608 
He. 1380 

ILL .... 30 
.. wp>;. 80 .,W ' .... i', ,'" 

~ 

.. - .. U~S:~lT!t· (DD~820) 

Ca.:ilber Type' Qt;r 

5"/38 Ace. 1482 
COMMON .. 9 

.. RO· 1621 
V'r ... 20 

VT-NF.· 50 
.WPi .. ~ 33 1 

UBCQ'WPBv s '. 
ae •• -

CallbelA .l'ype Qty 

81 .MM M.)rt ar HE 670 
Wl' • .~ 

. ( 2.): am-e: lL8.!.e!!.ment8.,:;,~.!!he.·;be.low:~J.ia.ted; data reflect only t~ 
observeci.rasulta .. ot· Na.vii Gunftr~ .... 1'hey.:.dc~ .. llOt;Jnclude the' unobserved . .',. .. , 
effects' of' he&vy: H.a.uwment, . Inter.uction.:ancl:.u-e,.: Neutral:ll&tionfir •• ~l: . 

b.l~J~~iii;< 
. CI)NJ'm~AL 
. ,-' '~ .~;,'(t:' : 

.. ··'B!~~,!.~~· 

6t::u~tures Destroyed' . 

2 
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- .. - Bunk.e.rs.D.amag:e.d .. 
. Bun.k.e.r.:s" Dea.tr.Qil".ed~~ .. ~.: . ," 
Tr..enchJ..i.n.e.D.aa.t:t:C).JCed ... ".... .. .. 
Tree Line De.s.troy.e.d. ..... . 
Secon~Fi.r.es 

-- Secandar¥ ~sions. -
Bas.e C8.lllps-.D.e.s.tx~d. 

-Staging Aru.s.. NeutnaUzed 

... USS. MERED.ITH. (DD,,;.890) eo _ 

-Structures Destroyed 
Bunkers. Dsmaged 
Bunkers Dea~e.d.. .•.. 
Trenchline Destroyed. 
Tree Line Destroyed 
Secondary Fires 
Seaondary ~plosiDDS 
Staging Areas.N.eutralized 
Observati on Post .. Des-trqyed 

USCG WPBt g 
pow. 

Struct ures . .Des:tr,;:,yed 
Bunkers Da.mage;d ...... . 
Bunker.s. . De.s.tr..oyed 
Trenc.b:1.ine _ Des.txoy.ed .. 
Tree Line Des.tJ::o¥ed 
Secondary Fir,es. 
Seconds.;ty- Expl.os.iOD.5 
Staging Areas Ne.utr.s.Uzed 
Base Cautps l)u.:t.l:'oyed­
Sampan; Sunk 
KIA (Be) 
KIA (PROB) 

(3)-~~1~n.~e~~itur~. 

. c· ... ,,· .. ,,· .. 102 
45 

175 yards 
225 yards 

6 
14 

1 
8 

86 
53 
95 

250 yards 
200 yards 

5 
8 
4 
1 

40 
46 

3 
4 

1 
3 
7 

A some:what higher than- expected: amrrmnition expendittlre:VI.B- enco~terei­
as a result of severa.l iact;J"r'B: 

(a.) No b1o::o.king .. f'.::.:r.c.e. •• wu:.present: along. the nprthern ... bounde.ry of the _ 
AOA. As. a substi tute.'\l' a hl.o~.:.fQz.c.e.:by. .•. guntir.e~.wal. establi.~.~~:tu:; the .ni.ghtly 
schedule of H- and I fires by both-art-ilJ,eq.cd:;Jla1Tal gunfire • 

. ' {o), As.. the. :~pe.r.&ti.cn.,.p::osr.eued..'.i-t;bec:eme . necessar.y::tg:·move gunfire 
spot teams and othel'" .units- .1nt,o .. ar.e.aa.;~eril)ua17·unoccupied· b1·~·friendlr troops. 
To minimize. resis.tance. and. to .s.~w.hat: :reduce.: the;.:threat: of' Surprise Firing . " 
Devices., heavy preparation . fires. :w~e.,;'la1d:ou.the.se areas. 
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(c) The very nature of targets encountered in observed fire dictated 

the use of heavy fires. The BLT 1/26 NGLO estimated that 85 percent of the . 

bunkers attacked had a roof comprised of two crossed layers of logs, a layer 

of three inch tile and three teet of sand. The remaining IS percent had slab 

eon~rete and somewhat deeper sand. 

g. Problems encountered. None 

2. (C) Close Air Support 

a, During Operation BOJ.DPllRSlIlT, Tactical Air Control Center (TACe) ra~io 

nets were established and manned in accordance with Annex HOTEL to eTG 76.4 

OPORD 306-69. Constant communications were maintained with FIRST MAW (TADe) 

HORN DASe. ALO BLT 1/26 and the ICTZ area MEDICAL REGULATING OFFICEo Additional 

~ircuits were manned as needed. 

b.. Scheduling and control of close air support aircraft were smoothly 

executed. A few isolated eases occurred whereby the pilots were not familiar 

with the required air control frequencies. Routine requests for close air 

~upport and observation aircraft were satisfactorily met. HORN DASC deserves 

spe~ial comment for their timely response to immediate requests for AC-119 

aircraft. 

Co Operation BOLD PURSUIT close air support operations are summari%ed 

below 

(1) Helicopter Operations 

(a) Sortieso •• oo.o ••. o .••••• 1720 
(b) Tasks •• oo ••••••••••••• o. 256 
(e) Passengerso •••••• o •••••• 4389 
(d) Cargo (tons) •••••••••• o. 99.1 
(e) Flight Hours •••• ,o •• o ••• 395.6 
(f) MEDEVACS •• o •••• o ••• o •••• 78 
(g) Ammo Expended (MG) ••• oo.929S rounds 

(2) Fixed-wing CAS Operations 

(a) Total aircraft controlled ••••• 783 
I Attack aircraft.co •• oo •••••• 26 
! Non-attack aircrAft., ••• oo •• 17 
l Transient aircraft, •••••••• b740 

(b) ~rdance expended (tons)o ••. o.o 27.8 
1 Bombs ..•••••••• o •••••••••••• 119 (44,750 LBS) 
'! Rockets. o ••••••••• o ••••••••• 80 (S"/2.7S") 
~ Napalm (Tanks) •••••••••••••• 17 (8,500 LBS) 
4 Guns (Rounds) ••••••••••• o40,060 

(c) Save-A-Planes issued •••••••• o.267 
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3. (C) us~~ Arti11erye 

a. General. , 

DECLASSIFIED 

'.' 

An artillery fire support. be.se wac. establ:l.thed in the northeutern 
corner of the land AOA on D .. Day. ALFA. Battery. ;i./13 (six 105 MM . Howitz.ers ) ap,d 
Whiskey Battery. 1/11 {six 4.2 inch.Mortars)pr.:>vided direct fire support .in 
the AOA, 'Free Fire Zone Eouth of EW g;rid·53 and in adja.cent areas. 

b .... Liaison/Co.ordina.tion of Fires • 
• 

Supporting' Fire!; were very effectively- coordinated as' a.' result of good 
li8.isonrat two levels. F'irst" a emul teem was .sent to the First Squadron p 

F1;rst Cavalry, AMERICAL. Division coJllllWld:post at: Hawk Hill wher.e: s.cheduled and 
on-call missions. could be coordinat,edwith the . field' commander' .thr.ough .. BLT1/26 
FSCC •. Secondly, adjacent unJ.ts esta.blished communications acrosstheir.D:"lundaries, 
for mission requests? check tires and general exchange of unclassified.information. 
Thes.e two levels of coordination resu.Ued in an efficient mutual assistance . ' 
program in which USMC and Army artillery exchanged'requested suppotting fires 
in one anothers areas. 

CO' . Statistical Data. 

(l)...Rounds Expended 

"A" Battery 1/13' 

Ca.liber 

105 MM .ilowi t-zel" 

"w" Battery 1/11 

CaLiber 

4.2 in~h 

Type 

HE 
WP. 

ILL 
OTHER. 

Type 

HE 
WP 

ILL 

Qt.y 

::rr66 
201 
31~ 
48 

'432'7 rounds 

Qty 

1406 
92 
71 

1569 rounds 

.\ (2) Damage 'Assess!!1£Pl. No de;mage .. asses&ment of artillery -:fires was made • 
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4. (0.). Trrt.b.e.a. here. Patrcl. ..... CTG .. l15 .. l.. asai~d:W!!J:.s. to.m8.tn~&1n 
patrol to. counter infi tration ext! trati.on.;.acroas. the, ... bea.ch •..... E&l::l¥ in .,e . 
opera.~ian.theiWPB.'s. spotted 40 persons.1mmedi~ely. SQuth of the .. AOA..and.~e:t't.d~. 
friendly patr.ols operating in the same:genere.l: ricini ty. That. same night .~ '. . . 
aam:panwu ,captured· in the AOA and . one detainee taken .• ' Onse~r8.i .o<::cas~ons 
the WPB' 81 MM. mortars were used to supplement: Nava.1 .. Gunfiz-e in ... prodding , 
observed: des:tructive/areaneutralhatton. fires. on areas close to the beadh'~ 
Duringwit~waLof the ba.ttalion a group;. of. 'about 50 civ1lians.:.·was.ob,ejrved , 
moving. north. along: the beach toward. the.boat.le.nes. MoliSt.of:these .civil~ans . 
were womenand .. young.children but. seven or. eight. were men ,of':fighting·agtii_ 
Using its .~tLcaliber machine guns .. and Bl:MM.whtte phosphorous a WPB made a : 
fence of fire. to halt. the Civilians. •... 'rhe .. WPa.-.closed. the bea-ah. and the 
embarked.RVN liaison officer direct.ed. the. group: to. move south: which .they. idid. '. 
This effective use of the varied capabilities .. of. the WPB .not .onlycom.pliIlent~d 
the purpose of AHa ~FA but also prevented killing sOl1le.,possibly innocent." 
civilians. 

l. 
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CONFIDENTIAL • LESSONS LEARNED 

ORIGINATING COMMAND: COMPHIBREADGRU ALFA 

SUBJECT: MAJOR: AMPHIBIOUS INTELLIGENCE 
MINOR: BEACH RECONNAISSANCE 

. , 

------------------------------~-------------------------------------------------

1. DISCUSSION: See enclosure (5). 

LESSON LEARNED: It is reccommended that other commands/ARG's consider 
the possibility of utilizing PCF's as an UDT insertion/recovery vehicle 
when a clandestine check survey is required in areas where PCF's conduct 
day-to-day patrol and survellance. 
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CONFIDENTIAL • SHIP TO SHORE MOVEMENT 

1. (C) WATf.RBORNE. The waterborne ship to shore movement consisted of 

movement or troops, equipment and supplies from USS CLEVELAND, USS WASHAURN, 

and USS WHETSTONE. USS WHETSTONE served as primary control ship (PCS) and 

performed PCS responsibilities while underway in the vicinity of the LOD, 

which was located 3,000 yards to seaward from BLUE Beach. All amphibious 

craft and boats used for scheduled and non-scheduled waves were taken from 

the assets embarked in ships of the Task Group and no augmentation from 

outside TG 76.4 was required. Four scheduled waves spaced at eight minute 

intervals provided the initial assault. The remainder of the ship to shore 

movement was conducted by non-scheduled wave movement consisting of pre­

loaded and turn around boats. 

Wave One, consisting of seven LVTP-S's with ALFA company embarked, was 

launched from CLEVELAND whi Ie underway in the vicinity of the 1.000 Wave 

guide boats (l-LCVP, l-LCPL) with wave guide officer and safety swimmers 

embarked guided Wave One to touchdown at H-Houro 

Wave Two (2-LCMS) with tank platoon, Wave Three (1-LCM8) with ONTOS 

and Wave Four (l-LCU, 2-LARC) with shore party and beachmasters all touched 

down as scheduled, 

Throughout D-Day and days following, the ship to shore movement and 

resupply proceeded without significant incident. Minor mechanical casualties 

developed on amphibious boats of the Task Group and all were quickly repaired 

by USS CIJEVELAND, USS WHETSTONE and USS WASHBURN. One LCM8 with ramp (air 

operated system) failure was delivered to small craft repair facility Danang 

for repair. 

2. (C) AIRBORNE, The helicopter ship to shore movement was conducted from 

USS lWO lIMA ana USS CLEVELAND to three landing zones 0 Eight helicopters 

were used to off-load each ship, each aircraft lifting ten troops per serial. 

DELTA Company was lifted from u~s IWO JlMA to LZ COBRA comeneing at L-Hour. 

Small arms and automatic weapons fire was encountered in the zone. Two 

helicopters were hit on the initial assault and were forced down. The aircraft 

were able to make it to the vicinity of BL~E Beach before landing and were 

subsequently repaired and flown out to the USS IWO JIMA. CHARLIE Company 

was lifted from USS IWO JlMA to LZ RATTLER which had been previously secured 

by waterborne troops. At L plus 3 hours 15 minutes BRAVO Company was lifted 

from USS CLEVELAND to LZ KRAIT. No resistance was encountered. Aircraft were 

fueled from both USS IWO JIMA and USS CLEVELAND. 
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CINCPAC 
eOMUSMAeV 
CINCPACFLT 
CMC 
COMPHIBPAC 
COMSEVENTHFLT 
COMPHIBLANT 
CG, FMFPAC 
CG, FMFLANT 
CG III MAF 
COMNAVFORV 
COMPHIBTRAPAC 
COMPHIBGRU ONE 
COMPHIBGRU TWO 
COMPHIBGRU THREE 
COMPHIBGRU FOUR 
PRES. NAVWARCOL 
CG, V MEF 
CG 1ST MARDIV 
CG 3RD MARDIV 
CG 5TH MARDIV 
CG 11TH MAW 
COMSERVGRU THREE 
CG, FMFSEVENTHFLT 
CG t LANFORTRACOMPAC 
CG, LANFORTRACOMLANT 

• 

CNO (OP 0989) HISTORICAL DIV,ISION 
CMCS QUANTICO, VA 
CHAIRMAN AWB COMPHIBTRALANT 
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, CORONADO 
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, LITTLE CREEK 
COMPHIBFORSRVENTHFLT 
C0l1PHIBRON ONE 
COMPHIBRON THREE 

DECLASSIFIED 

DISTRIBUTION • 
COMPHIBRON FIVE 
COMPHI8RON SEVEN 
eOMPHIBaON NINE 
COMPHtBRON ELEVEN 
COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE 
COMTACGRU ONE 
COMNAVSPECWARGRUPAC 
COMNAVBEACHGRU ONE 
CO, TACRON TWELVE 
CO, BJU ONE 
CO, ACU ONE 
CO, SMO ONE 
CO, UDT THIRTEEN 
OINC BMO ONE WP DET 
OINC ACU ONE WP DET 
OINC WP DET NAVSPECWARGRU 
OINe NAVBEACHGRU ONE WP DET 
OINC NAVSECGRU WP DET 
USA C&GSC, FT LEAVENWORTH, KANS. 
OINC NAVTACDOCACT 
eTC 70.8 
eTG 73.5 
CTG 76.5 
CTG 79.5 
CTF 115 
CO, BLT 1/26 
CO, HMM 265 
CO, USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) 
CO, USS WASHBURN (LKA-l08) 
CO, USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 
CO, USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) 
CO, USS ROWAN (DD-782) 
CO, USS MEREDITH (DV-890) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

CARG"A"/N31:mr 
3500 
Ser 0";-7 

5AUG 
From: Commander Amph~bious Ready Group ALFA, U.S. Seventh Fleet 
To: Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. Seventh Fleet 

Subj: Operation 'MIGHTY PLAY Post Operation Report; forwarding of (U) 

Ref: (a) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76 INST 3500.1C 
(b) Joint COMFIRSTFLT/COMSEVENTHFLT INST 3500.3/3500.8A 

Encl: (1) Task organization 
(2) Initiating directive (~wlb ••• ) 
(3) Chronology of events 
(4) Planning/Operations 
(5) Intelligence 
(6) Medical/Logistics 
(7) Communications 
(8) Public Affairs 
(9) Supporting arms 

(10) Lessons learned 
(11) Ship to shore movement 
(12) Demonstration 
(13) Psychological operations 
(14) Distributi,on. 

1. (C) Background. Intelligence and incident reports received by'Commanding 
General III Marine Amphibious Force, indicated that an increase in enem;y 
activity warranted, on an urgent basis, the employment of tactical forces' 
in the Cam Sa/Phong Ho area, Quang Nam Province, I Corps Tactical Zone, 
RVN. Prisoners of war had recently reported th.at this area contained major 
elements otViet Cong R-20th Battalion. Additionally, the Viet Cong Q92D 
SpeCial Action Sapper Company and fragmented elements of Q82D and V25th 
Battalions were al80 believed to be in the 'area. Enemy units including 
North Vietnamese forces in the area were known to disperse and mingle 
with the population, even to the extent otsoing under the' guise ot women.. 
There were ten recent iaeidents reported. involving sightings of small 
groups of enem;yplus small arms exchanses with friendly forces in the area. " 

. Most recently, on4 July 1969, bunker construction site was spotted together 
with sightings' of sma.ll groups of green uniformed enem;y. The presence of, '. 
these enelltY elements not only posed a direct threat ot ground attacks to 
friendly forces deployed in ~he southern approaches to and on the Qutskirts 
of Danang East, but 'also intensified the threat of rocket attacks' 9n Danans 
from this same general locale. Thi' area is astride the U.S. FIRST Marine 
Division and Republic of Korea SECOND Marine Brigade ,lU"la of operat1cm 
but, due to heavy commitments in other portions of their area otoperations 
they would be unable to di~ert, without unacceptable delay, adequ.ate resources 
for the required concentrated search and destroy operation. 

. GROUP-4 
DOWNGRADED' AT THREE YEAR INTERVALS 
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On 5 July, with due recognition of the quick reaction capabilities and 
versatility of the Amphibious Ready Group, Commanding General, FIRST Marine 
Division requested from Commanding General THIRD Marine Amphibious Force 
that ARG/SLF ALFA be employed. CG III MAF on 6 July proposed to Commander 
SEVENTH Fleet that ARG/SLF ALFA be employed in an amphibious search and 
destroy operation. Commander Amphibious Force, SEVENTH Fleet, on 6 July 
concurred in CG III MAF's proposal. Early 7 July 1969 COMSEVENTHFLT 
concurred in the general concept of the proposed employment of ARG/SLF 
ALFA in support of and as requested by CG III MAF. On 8 July 1969 
CTG 76.4 and CTG 79.4 were designated as CATF and CLF respectively for this 
operation~ and the nickname MIGHTY PLAY was assigned. The objective of this 
amphibious operation was to prosecute a search and destroy operation 
in cooperation/coordination with the U. S. FIRST Marine Division and 
Republic of Korea SECOND Marine Brigade conducting operations adjacent 
to the AOA. 

2. (C) Concept of Operations and Execution 

a. Concept. Operation MIGHTY PLAY involved the employment of Amphibious 
Ready Group/Special Landing Force ALFA (TG 76.4/TG 79.4) in an amphibious 
assault and units from the FIRST Marine Division to effect search and 
destroy operations against North Vietnamese, Viet Cong local/main force 
and Viet Cong infrastructure within the AOA. 

b. Mission. Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA, CATF, conducted an 
amphibious operation against Viet Cong/North Vietnamese forces in AOA in 
the Cam Sa/Phong Ho area of Quang Nam Province, I Corps Tactical Zone, 
Republic of Vietnam. This operation included detaile ..,':"'trch for and 
destruction of Viet Cong local and main force units, \_st Cong infrastructure 
and North Vietnamese forces in the ADA and such other operations as agreed 
upon with Commanding General III Marine Amphibious Force or his designated 
representative. MIGHTY PLAY to be conducted in cooperation/coordination 
with the FIRST Marine Division, Republic of Korea SECOND Marine Corps 
Brigade and Republic of Vi.etnam Military Forces in the near vicinity of 
the AOA. 

c. Pre-assault operations. The nature of the terrain from 1000 to 3000 
meters to landward of the shore line consisted principally of marsh lands 
with only sparse dry land areas which would permit the use of tracked or 
whelled vehicles. In addition, intelligence reports indicated that the enemy 
had been successfully employing large numbers of mines and booby traps in 
the area. In view of the factors described above and the availability of 
reasonably secure overland routes from the DaNang military complex and support 
facilities to the Northern and Western limits of the AOA the assault landing 
would be limited to a helicopter ship to shore movement only. 

On 0 minus two (8 July) all BLT 1/26 LVTP-S amphibious vehicles were 
offloaded from USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) and staged at the USMC Third AMTRAC 
Battalion Command Post located ashore about 4000 meters north of the northern 
limit of the ADA. The LVT Company was instructed to remain on alert in 
reserve for possible deployment to the AOA in the event that tactical situation 
required the use of such vehicles for movement of troops or supplies. 
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On 0 minus one (9 July) all large non helo transportable vehicles, 
artillery, shore party and other support units from BLT 1/26, with a two 
day ammunition and food supply, were offloaded from ARG ALFA ships in Danang 
harbor. ARG ALFA organic ampnibious assault craft were used to transport 
all equipment and supplies to the Bridge Ramp area in Danang. From the 
Bridge Ra.mp area, all equipment and supplies ,were transported overland to the 
logistics support area and fire support base where the battalion artillery 
battery was located. This area was within the THIRD Battalion FIRST Marines 
established Command Post (BT 074654) perimeter adjacent to the northern 
boundary of the AOA. 

d. Movement to Amphibious Objective Area 

Upon completion of the D minus one offloading of BLT 1/26 support 
forces and supplies~ all ships of the Amphibious Ready Group departed Danang 
prior to sunset 9 July 1969. The ARG proceeded to normal holding stations 
in the BARBARA OpAreas about 12 miles southeast of Danang and east of the 
landward AOA. This pattern of ARG ALFA movement having previously been 
established as routine, was adhered to in a planned effort to avoid alerting 
the enemy as to time or place of operations. All ships maintained darken 
ship conditions and normal radio communications. At L minus 9 hours, the 
USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) proceeded to a point approximately four miles offshore 
and directly to seaward of the demarkation line between Quang Tin and 
Quang Nam Provinces, on the northern end of the Barrier Island area. 
At 100430H (L minus 4 hours 30 minutes) IWO JIMA illuminated the flight 
deck with lights normally associated with combat operations flight 
quarters. Simultaneously pre-recorded voice radio transmissions were 
emitted on Ready Group ALFA amphibious assault radio ci~cuits. The recordings 
were taped during ARG ALFA's amphibious assault (Operation BOLD PURSUIT) 
on Barrier Island (27 June - 6 July 1969). Deceptive operations were continued 
until L minus 3 hours. At L minus 1 hour 30 minutes all ARG ALFA ships 
arrived in the Operation MIGHTY PLAY AOA and took assigned underway stations. 

e. Support Operations 

(1) Naval Gunfire Support 

One 5"/38 DO was supplied by CTG 70.8 from D-Day to 0 plus 
7 days. USS MEREDITH (DO 890) provided NGFS commencing with prep-fires on 
landing zones. MEREDITH continued in support providing on,-call and H and I 
fires until D plus three days. On 13 July 1969 USS REPERTUS (DO 851) 
relieved MEREDITH and provided NGF support until 0 plus 7 days. RUPERTUS 
was released three days prior to the termination of the operation. Use of 
naval gunfire during this operation was limited by the close proximity of the 
ADA and aircraft approach lanes to the Danang air field. One of several 
flight approach paths to Danang air field passed directly over the AOA. 
Considerable difficulty was had in maintaining a clear gun target line due 
to the very heavy air traffic load in and out of Danang air field. Difficulty 
in maintaining communications with Danang air control agencies was also 
experienced during the operation. 
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(2) Close Air Support 

'. CARG"A" /N31: jm 
3500 

Observation aircraft. helo gunships, and attack aircraft" were 
supplied by FIRST Marine Air Wing. Landing zone preparation prior to L 
Hour was accomplished by one OV-IO observation/spotter aircraft controlling 
two' A-4 and four A-6 type aircraft •. Helo gunships provided escort and fire 
support during the D-Day helicopter ship to shore movement. USAF AC-47 
"SPOOKY" type fixed-wing gunships provided on-call support during two night 
periods when concentrations of enemy personnel were sighted. . . 

( 3) Artillery Support· 

Following the initial assault, troops ashore were supported by 
pre-positioned BLT 1/26 batteries of six 105 MM howitzers ~!d six 4.2 inch 
mortars. These batteries were plac~d in the secure areas of the FIRST 
MARDI V area of operation north of the AOA on D minus one. The extreme 
proximityof the 105 MM howitzers to the Danang Air Base and Marble Mountain 
Airfield precluded almost all fire support from this battery during the d~­
light hours of high volume air traffic. The 4.2 inch mortar battery located 
adjacent to the northern boundary of the AOA did not encounter the restrictions 
imposed on the 105 MM battery. Artillery fire support continued throughout 
the operation. . 

f. Ship to Shore Movement and Logistic Support Operations. 

(1) Assault Phase 

Initial as$(l.'ollt consisted of movement of ALFA Company from 
CLEVELAND and DELTA Company from IWO JIMA by HMM 265 helicopters to two 
separate landing zones in the AOA. Initial helo waves touched down "'n time. 
L Hour was adjusted from l00900H to l00920H due to a delay in air prep of 
LZ GRANT. (See ,Enclosure 9). ALFA and DELTA Companies. the initial helo 
assault wave landed in LZ's GRANT and LEE respectively. BRAVO Company was 
landed in the vicinity of·THIRD Battalion FIRST Marines Command Post and 
CHARLIE Company l\nded iD LZ SHERMAN. Preparation fire from"close air 
~., :, port aircraft and naval, gunfire support. ships was maintained until one 
'lliAte prior to touchdown at each of the three separate landi'ng z(lnes. The 
ex":.e,-lsive CAS and NGFS neutralization of landing zones was effectively 
aC ,,Jmplished since no hostile fire was received by helicopters during the' ' . 

... 8.~lt phase of this operation. At L plus 4 hours 32 minutes scheduled ship 
tc s:,ore movement was <;lompleted. 

I, 

During pre-assault d~s a tropical storm named TE§S began 
developing in the South China Sea. and on the afternoon·of D-Dar.TE~S was 
upgraded to a typhoon. ~e plot of Typhoon TESS's track and effective wind 
radius indicated that the se~ward AOA would soon become marginally safe for 
navigation of the Amphibious Ready Group (ARG). After ensuring that BLT 
1/26 was securely established ashore. OPCON was passed to CG FIRST MARDIV 
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at l01600H July and theARG ships sortied to evade the 30 knot wind radius 
of the typhoon. On return to the AOA at l1l700HJuly, OPCONofBLT 1/26 
was resumed. 

, During movement overland by troops to initial objectives, only 
li~bt contact was made wi th enemy forces in the area. Nine enemy '~odies 

were found in ,the vicinity at landing zones, killed by'pre-assault preparation' 
fires. 

Following D~ayt contact with the enemy increased, The AOA 
was found to contain large numbers at various types of surprise tiring devices 
(booby traps). The peak period of enemy contact occurred from D plus three 
to D plus seven in the western and central portion of the AOA. 

While searching bunkers in theAOA two important document 
discoveries were made. One of these discoveries was eva~~ated by 
intelligence experts and CG III MAF to b,e ot very high level intelligence 
value and added significantly to the value of Operation MIGHTY PLAY. 

(2) Logistic Support Phase 

Following D-Day and throughout the operation, AHG sh"p~ provi4ed 
resupply to troops ashore by helicopter lift direct to field positiona and" 
through the pprt at Danang. From Danang, supplies were moved overland by 
BLT 1/26 motor transport platoon to the previously established logistic 
support area. 

Resupply direct from the' Force Logistic Support Command in 
Danang was also used to avoid d,raw-down of supplies in ABG ships and "thus 
enhance ARG readiness in the event withdrawal was ordered for emergency 
deployment to another area. 

(3) Termination 

On 20 July, by mutual agreement between CATF, CLF, CG III MAF, 
CG FIRST MARDIV and CG FIRST MAW operational control of the following units 
was passed ashQre at 2oo800H: 

BLT 1/26 to CG FIRST MARDIV 

Selected elements HMM 265 to CG FIRST MAW 

Operatipn MIGHTY PLAY was terminated 2oo800H July 1969. The 
AOA was dissolved add the Amphibious Task Group departed the area enroute 
Subic Bay tor scheduled upkeep. 

3. (0) Statistical Summary. Following are some of the significant statistieal 
results 01: combat actic)"n in the AdA during Operation MIGHTY PLAY: 

a. FriendlY Casualties (all USMC' except as noted) 

(1) Non-Combat 27 
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b. 

4. (0 ) 

(2) Combat (WIA) 

(.3) Killed in Action 

,'(4) Died of Wounds 
(STAHOSP Danang) 

31 (3 USN) 

3 (1 USN) 

1 

(5) Cases treated and released 20 
for ,return to duties py 
IWO JIMA medical facility_ 

(6) Case~ admi tt,ed to IWO JlMA 14 
medical facility ,for 
treatment. 

(7) Cases given emergency 1 
treatment by IWO JlMA 
and trans ferred to other 
medical facility. 

EnemJ Casualties/Lo8se~ and Equipment Captured 

(1) Killed in Action 31 

(2) Pow , NONE 

( 3) Individual. Weapons 10 

(4) Detainees 70 

(5) Chieu Hoi NONE 

(6) Crew Served Weapons NONE 

( 7) ,Surprise Firing Devices 5'7 
DisCOTered and Destroyed' 

( 8) • Surprise Firing Devices 9 
Accidental~ Detonated 
During Search Operations 

(9) Rice 1600 Ibs 

Conclusions •. 
I 
t, 

" 

Operation MIGHTY PLAY was planned and conducted in ~ccordance with 
current operation plans. orders and amphibious doctrine. Logistic support . . 

aDd ausaenting forces supplied by other SEVENTH Fleet and in-country units 
was ad,equate to meet the r~quireme,nts for this operation. The mission and 
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·objectives specified by C·OMSEVENTHFLT and CG III MAF were successfully 
accomplished. 

5. (U) 'Recommendations. NONE. . 

• 
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TG 76.4 

TU 76.4.0 

TE 76.4.0.2 

TE 7' I, (). 3 

TEff -+.:1.4 

TE 76.4.0.5 

TE 76.4.0.6 

TU 76.4.1 

DECLASSIFIED 

,e 
TASK ORGANIZATION 

i\mphibiou8 Ready Group ALFA 

USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) 
USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 
USS WASHBURN (LKA-108) 
USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) 
TACRON TWELVE, DET ALFA 
BJU ONE, TEAM TWELVE DET FOXTROT 
ACU ONE, OET ALFA 
BMU ONE, OET ALFA TWO 
UDT THIRTEEN, DET ECHO 

Command and Special Operations Unit 

Flagship Element 

USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) 

Tactical Air Control Element 

TACRON 12, OET ALFA 

Beach Reconnaissance Element 

UDT TEAM 13, DRT ECHO 

Special Operations Element 

BJU ONE, TEAM 12, DET FOXTROT 

Transport Area Defense Element 

USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) 

Naval Beach Party Element 

BMU ONE, DET ALFATWO 
• 

Gunfire Suppor,t and Screen Unit 

USS HEREDITH (DD-890) 10-13 JUL 69 
USS RUPERTUS (00-851) 13-17 JUL 69 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, USN 
COMPHIBRON THREE 

CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, USN 
COMPHIBRON THREE 

CAPT M. M. CASEY, Jr., USN 
CO, t.,'S IWO JIMA (LPH-2) 

LTC D.·A. MCCOOLE, USA 
OIC TACRON 12, OET ALFA 

LTJG J. A. LYTLE, USNR 
OIC, UDT 13, DET ECHO 

LTJG A. C .. REYNOLDS , USNR 
OIC, BJU 1, TEAM 12, 
OET FOXTROT 

COR F. K. RABUN, USN 
CO, USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) 

ENS G. I. ARMSTRONG, USNR 
OIC, EMU 1, OET ALFA 2 

CDR J. E. WITHROW, USN 
CO, USS MEREOITH (DD-890) 
10-13 Jut .69 
CDR L. W. FREEMAN Jr.',·USN 
CO, USS RUPERTUS (00-851) 
13-17 JUL 69 
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TU 76.4.2 

TU Ic.4.3 

TU 76.4.4 

T~ 76.4.5 

TG 79.4 

DECLASSIFIED 

e' 
Transport Unit 

USS .nro JIMA (LPH-2) 
USS WASHBURN (tKA-I08) 
USS CLEVET..AND. (LPD-7)' . 
USS WHETSTONE (LSD-a1) 

-;s.rgo Unit 

USS WASHBURN (LKA-I08) 

Waterborne Control Unit 

USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) 

Heliborne Control Unit 

USS !WO JIMA (LPH-2) 
USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 

Special Landing Force ~FA 

BLTl/26 
HMM 265 

2 
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. CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH. USN 

COMPHIBROM THREE' 

CAPT R. R. RENALDI. USN 
CO, USS WASHBURN (LKA-108) 

CDR F. K. RABUN, USN 
CO, USS WHETSTONE (LSD-2() 

CAPT M. M. CASEY, Jr., USN 
CO, LISS IWO JlMA (LPH-2) 

COL W. C. DOTY, USMC 
CO, SLF ALFA 
LTCOL G; C. KLIEFOTH, USMC 
LTCOL R. L. GRAY, Jr" USMC 
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MIGHTY PLAY INITIATING DIRECTIVE CCOMSEVENTHFLT 072228Z JUL 69) 

Ref: (a) COMSEVENTHPLT OPLAN 101-69 
(b) NWP 22(B) 

1. SITUATION. CG III MAP has requested the employment of an ARG/SLF 
in support of operations in the ICTZ. COMSEVENTHFLT will provide 

\ . 
TG 76.4/79"4 and such other forces as mar be necessary for thlS 
operation, Initiating directive is for planning purposes. The 
operation, when executed, will be conducted in accordance with 
references Ca) and (b). 

2. MISSION. Commander Amphibious Task Force (CATP) conduct an 
Amphibious Operation against VC/NVA forces in Amphibious Objective Area 
in Quang Nam Province of ICTZ or other operations as agreed upon with 
CG III MAF or his designated representative. 

3. CTG 76.4, (COMPHIBRON 3) embarked in U~S IWO JIMA (LPH 2) 
designated CATF. 

4. CTG 79.4, (COMMANDER SLF ALFA) embarke4 in USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2) 
designated Commander Landing Force (CLF). 

5. Command relationship in accordance with paragraph .3X.(2) and (.3) 
of reference (a), 

6, COMUSMACV will provide anti-infiltration/exfiltration patrol 
craft for this operation and will provide CAS and other support as 
agreed upon with CATF in accordance with paragraph lBl~) of reference (a). 

7. The Amphibious Objective Area (AOA) will be promulgated by 
separate message, 

8. The nickname for this operation will be MIGHTY PLAY with tentative 
D-Day 10 July. D-Day and Hand L hours to be determined and confirmed 
by CATF. When all forces are prepared J CATF report to originator 
state of readiness and final confirmation concerning D-Day, Hand L 
hours unless otherwise directed. Report execution to ALCON. 

9, Special Instructions 

a. Withdrawal in accordance with Annex B to reference (a), 

10. Termination in accordance with Annex B to reference (a), 

11, Public affairs in accordance with Annex V to reference (a), 

12, Downgraded to Confidential upon termination, 
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By COMSEVENTHFLT 080058Z JUL 69 the Amphibious Opjective Area (AOA) 
for Operation MIGHTY PLAy is as follows: The landward AOA is that 
land area emcompassed by a line from the South China Sea at 1-5650/8 
Southwest to 100630/0 thence Southwest to trail at 090620/8 thence 
southwest along trail to road at 080610/5 thence Southwest along trail 
to 074608/5, thence Northwest to the east bank on the S. Song Binh 
Dien (River) at 055636/5 thence east to trail at 058636/8 thence 
northeast along trail to 073646/6 thence Northeast to 080652/1 thence 
North Northeast to 090664/5 and North Northeast to the S.outh China Sea 
at 099675/6. The seaward AOA will be that sea area encompassed by a 
10 NM arc drawn from 108660/1 truncated on the Northwest by a line 
drawn 02TV degrees true from 09690/6 and truncated on the Southeast 
by a line drawn 045 degrees true from 190590/4 and excluding the 
surface area on the offshore islands within the 10 NM arc. The sea 
and land AOA will include that air space from 0 to 25,000 feet MSL 
free air transit will be granted 7,000 feet MSL and above. 

By COMSEVENTHFLT 08l324Z JUL 69 the Amphibious Objective Area (AOA) 
for operation MIGHTY PLAY was modified as follows: All coordinates 
BT: from the South China Sea 113654/0 Southwest to 110650/3 to trail 
at 108646/5 to 103640/9 to 102632/4 to 089618/2 to 086616/7 West 
to 073616/3 to 066620/9 to 063620/7 to East bank Song Binh Dien 
(River) at 057613/7 thence North along East bank of Song Binh Dien 
to 056636/6 Northeast to 058636/8 Northeast along trail to 073646/6 
to 083656/8 to the South China Sea 099675/6. . 
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. CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS' 

5 my 1969 

a. 1642H - Recetved first t.ndtcatt.on op.r.tt.O .... w.I' •. cOi\t_l.t.d~tn:· . ." •• r 
future. 

6 JULY 1969 

a o 0700H-1532H - Wlthdrew BLt 1/26 from Operation BOLD PURSUIt • 

. b. 1600H • Commenc~d BLt 1/26 REHAB. 

7 JULy 1969 

a. 0356H - aeceived CC III MAP proposal to COMSIV~T for S'ICOPS~. 

b. 0503H • Received COMSIVEN!IPLT concurrence for emp10ymentARG ALPA. 

c. 1722H - Requeeted a.liSament NCrS 5"38 DD from CTU 70.8.9. 

d. 2042H - a.quelt for NorAK issue 8ubmitted to COMUSMACY. 

8 JULY 1969 

a. 0115B - etc 79.4 aubmttted requeet for tl\terpreters. lnterrogat'lon te_e 
and leout dog t~_, to III MAP a8 .ufPlle~tatlon to BLt 1/26. 

b. 08508 - Received initlatins directive,fromCOMSEVENTHFLT. 

c. 1123H .. Confirmation NCPS DD a8'iglll1.entreceived from cro 70.8.9. 

d. two JIMA/WASHBURN!WHETSTONE conducted tINREr from USB ASHTABULA. . 

e. 1600H - CLEVELAND disembarked and landed nlne LVTP-5'1 at THIRD AMraAC 
Camp south of Marble Mountain. 

. , 

f. 1920H -'Requelt for combat all' lupport .ubmttted to CC III MAP/CC PIaST ~. 

S. 0930H - C~G 76.4/CTC 79.4 and Staff member. conferred.with,CC III MlF~.taff 
concerning operation. 

h. 2145H - CTC 76.4 OPORD 307-69 for conduct Operation MIGHTY-PLAY completed 
and tran8mitted to AIC 16. 

9 JULy 1969 
f.. 

a. 07008 • All TO 76.4 ships anchored Danang. 

b. 08008 - CTG 76.4 OPORn 307-69 effective for operationa. 

c. ·oaOOH - Commence '~ffload tank' and antt.~t.nk PLT, Wheeled vehi.cles, ~U. 
lery PLT (105MM) I Motar PLT. two day _lll".D";"drttWcJ("it.~ ... ;lt......... 
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d. 0900H - erG 76.4/CTG 79.4 and staff conferred with CG III MAP staff. 

e. 1000H ,,, CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4/TACRON~ air and intelligence officers attended 
combat air support brief and coordination conference with FIRST MAW staff. 

f. lSOOH - CrG 76.4 conducted pre-operation brief for participants Operation 
MIGHTY PLAY onboard IWO JlMA. 

g. 1600H - Selective offload completed. 

h. l700H ~ Confirmation of combat air support received (two fixed wing 
Helo Gunships) from CG III MAF. 

i. 1800H - Fire support and logistic support bases established. 

j. 2000H CATP (CTG 76.4) confirmed D-Day and state of readiness. 

10 JULY 1969 

a. OOOlH - lWO JIMA departed BARBARA holding area and proceeded to conduct 
communications deception operations off northern Barrier Island. 

b. OOOIH - AOA for Operation MIGHTY PLAY effective. 

c. 0430H ~ Communication deception operation by IWO JIMA. All TG 
ships maintaining radio silence except IWO JIMA. 

d. 0600H - Completed deception operation. 

e. 0600H - IWO JlMA arrived in AOA. 

f. 0630H - CLEVELAND/WHETSTONE departed BARBARA holding area to assigned 
stations in AOA. WASHBURN depaTted BARBARA holding area to enter Danang 
to offload additional supplies for BLT 1/26. 

g. 0730H - All TG ships in assigned AOA areas and remained underway. 

h. 0730H - Air observer on station. 

i. 0735H-0'745H Scheduled naval gunfire prep of objective BRAVO cancelled. 

j. 0748H-0804H Two A .. 4 aircraft conducted air prep of LZ SHERMAN. 

k. 0800H - IWO JIMA!CLEVELAND took station in vicinity Helicopter Transport ,i: 
Area for flight operations. Helo safety boat on station. 

1. 0800H ". CATF signaled "Land the heliborne landing force". 

m. 0820H - First division helicopter for first assault wave launched. 
(four CH·-46 to CLEVELAND for ALPA Company ~ plus one SAR A/C) I 

n. 0825H-lOlOH- COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76 RADM E.M. ROSENBERG on board 
IWO JIMA~ to observe operation. 

o. 0830H,,·0840H '" Two A-6 aircraft conducted air prep LZ GRANT. 

2 
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p. 084SH - IWO JIMA launched second division first assault wave. (Four 
CH-46 with DELTA CompanY)1 plus one CH,,46 corrunand and control aircraft). 

q. 0845H - Two UH·IE (Helo gunships) reported on station to escort first 
assault wave. 

r. 0855H-0910H - Two A-6 aircraft conducted air prep LZ LEE. 

s. 0900H- WASHBURN offloaded additional arrununition and field rations in 
Danang to Bridge Ramp for transport to LSA. 

t. 091OH-09l9H '. Naval gunfire prep of 1Z GRANT and L2 LEE. 

u. 0920H '. L Hour. First helo assault waves touched down at LZ GRANT. 
(ALFA Company) and LZ LEE (DELTA Company). 

v. 0920H ,. CG FIRST Marines passed OPCON MIKE Company BLT 3/1 to 
CLF/CTG 79.4. 

w. 0920H·,1200H Two close air support aircraft on station. 

x. 0930H·,1352H Continued shuttle movement of troops from CLEVELAND and 
IWO JlMA to LZs in AOA. 

y. Il04H·,1l14H· Naval gunfire prep objective BRAVO. 

z 0 1200H ." WHETSTONE departed AOA for Troplcal Storm TESS evasion. 

aa. 1300H _. CLF/crG 79.4 passed OPCON MIKE Company' BTl' 3/1 to CO BLT 1/26. 

bb. l352H - Completed scheduled ShIP to shore movement. 

ce. l400H - CLEVELAND/MEREDITH conducted UNREP from USS TAPPAHANNOCK 
(AO,-43) then departed for Tropical Storm TESS evasion. 

dd. 1410H ~~ Received message upgradl.ng Tropical Storm TESS to a Typhoon. 

ee. 1600H •. WASHBURN completed offload in Danang and departed for Typhoon 
TESS evasion. 

H. l600H . Because of approaching Typhoon TESS and by mutual consent 
CTG 76.4jCTG 79.4 and CG III MAP, OPCON BLT 1/26 passed to CG FIRST MARDIV. 
IWO JlMA departed AOA for Typhoon TESS evasion. 

11 JULY 1969 

a. OOOlH , .. TG 76.4 continued Typhoon TESS evasion. 

b. 0300H ,- TG 76.4 reversed southerly movement for typhoon evasion and 
commenced northerly track to return to AOA remaining outside the outer limits 
of the typhoon. 

c. OBOOH .' IWO JlMA/CLEVELAND/WHETSTONE/MEREDITH conducted UNREP from 
GRAFFIAS (AF-29). 
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d. 1545H ~ TG 76.4 returned to AOA and resumed support of BLT 1/26 
combat action ashore. ' 

e. l550H - erG 79.4 conducted liaison ashore with FIRST MARDIV and 
BLT 1/26 for resumption OpeON BLT 1/26. 

f. 1700H - CATF/CTG 79.4 resumed OPCON of BLT 1/26. 

12 JULY 1969 

a. 0001H - ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore. 

b. 0900H - eTG 79.4 visited III MAP Headquarters for planning and liaison. 

13 JULY 1969 

a. OOOIH - ARG ALFA continued support of BLT 1/26 ashore. 

b. 0930H - CTG 79.4 visited III MAP Headquarters for planning and liaison. 

c. 1030H - USS RUPERTUS relieved USS MEREDITH as NGFS ship. 

d. 1700H ,- IWO JlMA/WASHBURN/WHETSTONE and RUPERTUS conducted UNREP 
from USS GUADALUPE (AO,,32). 

14 JULY 1969 

a. OODIH " ARG ALFA continued support of BLT 1/26 ashore. 

b. 0900H,·10S0H - RADM E.M. ROSENBERG~ USN~ COMPHIBFOKSEVENTHFT/CTF 76 
visited on board IWO JIMA for briefing/review of Operation MIGHTY PLAY and 
demonstration of LPH capabilities. 

c. 0930H-I04SH - ADM FENG CHI-CHUNG~ CN~ Commander-in-Chief Republic of 
China Navy accompanied by VADM J.L. CHEW j USN g eOMUSTDe and VADM W.P. BRINGLE 9 

USN~ eOMSEVENTHFLT visited on board IWO JlMA for briefing/review of Operation 
MIGHTY PLAY and demonstration of LPH capabilities. 

15 JULY 1969 

a. OODIH - ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore. 

b. OBOOH - WASHBURN and WHETSTONE conducted INREP of dairy products and 
replenished consumed BLT 1/26 and L",Form supplies from FLC Danang. 

16 JULY 1969 

a. OODlH - ARG ALPA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore. 

b. 0800H " WASHBURN/CLEVELAND and WHETSTONE replenished consumed BLT 1/26 
and L-Form supplies from FLC in Danang. 

o 

c. 0900H .. RUPERTUS conducted UNREP from USS HALEAKALA CAE-2S). 
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d. l654H- One CHA6A helo from HMM 265 on a test flight lost power, 

ditched and sank vicinity BT 113769. All hands aboard (crew of three) 
were rescued by RUPERTUS life boat. Only minor injuries were sustained 
by helo crew members. 

17 JULY 1969 

a. OOOlH ~, ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore. 

b. 1130H RUPERTUS released from assignment as NGFS ship and was detached. 

c. 1700H - CLEVELAND conducted UNREP from USS KENNEBEC (AO-36). 

18 JULY 1969 

a. OOOlH - ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore. 

b. OBOOH - WASHBURN conducted INREP from USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3) 
in Danang. 

c. 0830H - IWO JIMA offloaded BLT/HMM vehicles into WHETSTONE assault 
craft for lift by WHETSTONE to Danang. 

d. 1710H", WASHBURN observed a section of two F,"4 aircraft not previously 
cleared into the AOA drop a bomb witin MIGHTY PLAY AOA and within 3000 
yards of WASHBURN. InCIdent was reported to CG~ III MAF. 

19 JULY 1969 

a. OOOIH ~, ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore. 

b. 0630H - IWO JIMA/CLBVELAND/WHETSTONE conducted VERTREP from 
USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS,-3) in AOA. 

c. 0900H ,_. WASHBURN/CLEVELAND/WHETSTONE unloaded BLT/HMM vehicles» 
equipment~ supplies. and personnel~ by assault craft~ to Bridge Ramp Danang 
in preparation for BLT 1/26 and HMM 265 DET ALFA chop ashore. 

d. Recommended termination of Operation MIGHTY PLAY to COMSEVENTHFLT. 

d. Cancelled NOTAM. 

20 JULY 1969 

a. OOOlH ~. ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore 0 

b. 0400H ,~ Detached WASHBURN and WHETSTONE to proceed to Subic Bay. 

c. 0700H - HMM 265 DET ALFA consisting of eight helois and supporting 
personnel and equipment departed IWO J'IMA. 

d. OBOOH - Chopped selected elements BLT 1/26 ashore to CG FIRST MARDIV. 
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e. 0800H - Chopped selected elements HMM 265 ashore to CG FIRST MAW. 

f. 0800H ~ Terminated Operation MIGHTY PLAY and dissolved AOA. 

g. 0800H - ARG ALFA depa!'ted AOA enroute Subic Bay fo!' upkeep. 
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PLANNING/OPERATIONS 

1. (C) On 6 July 1969 CG, HI. MAP proposed a search and destroy operation a.tride. 
the FIRST MARINE/ROKMC AO boundary in Quang Nam Provtnce east of the Song Vlnh Dien 
(River)approxi.mately 8 mUes south of Danang. e ' 

2. (C) .The initial plarm.tng conferel'1ce was conducted with representattvesof ce, 
III MAF on 6 J~ly 1969 to eetabltsh specific boundaries for the AOA, ensure that 
boundaries of previously ae9i~hed AOua were considered; and deltneate those com­
mands with whom coordtnation and liai80n must be effe¢ted. Fol1owtDI this cODf~~ 
enee, agreements were made with eTC US.1. to prevtde surfacesurvet,l1ance of the 
AOA and gunfire support whe~ such ~s~ets were available. 

3. (C) A series of phunn'hng/Uahoo cOI¥'!ferenc:es were held 7 July 1969 with 
representatives of CG, F'lRS'l' MARDIV', CIO, FIRST MARINES and CO, THIRD BattaHon 
FIRST MARINES. Thes.e c:onfelrences resulted i[1: . 

a. CoolC'diltlaUon ef the eche'!lle of maneuver ashore for r"·or 1/26 of SLF ALFA. 

b., Locstion of frterJldJl)y USMC!ItOKMC I.mits and enemy forces. 

c:. Vee ef the THIRD lBattaHon. FIRST MARINES area for a fire support ba ••• 

d. RestrlctioD$ ~~ to ssfe fire areaS. 

e. Coordtnation flOr cOlCltrol of at't~llery. naval gunfire, and close all' 
support. 

4. (C) A final planni.ng confelt'(H1Ce was held at III HAF Headquarters on 8 July 
1969 wi.th repruenUt'lve. of CO IU MAf J) CO FIRST MARDIV J CG FIRST MAW, CO 
FIRST HARINES and CG SECOND ROKMC ~rlgade. Discussions we~e held, asre~eQt. 
were made 8S to the coordin~tto1Cl!/lt8i8on required and te the, commitment of force. 
Mutual agreements were made on the folloWing: ' 

a. '!'he landwud AOA: Wherein CIG: In MAF would relocate the AO boundary 
between t.he FIRST MARJI.NES airud SECOND KOKMC Brtgade. 

b. Locatien of fdelffidly f01N!eS Clple1t'sti.ng in the vici.nity of the AOA. 

c. Air support requtremelClts. 
.' 

d. Restrictions on g~nfiue ~upport (no firing within 500 met4rs of friendly 
positions ,adjacent tiel the AO.4. bOlllnndarry). Commander Amphibious Task Force would 
control supportin& arms wtthi~ the AOA. 

e. The mutual excha~ge of li5ison officers. 
I, 

f. The prepositioni.ng of equipment/elements of BLT 1/26 ,on D minul One. 

g. There would be n,e waterberne landing, hence no beach support' area wal 
te be ea.tabl ished. 

h. Resupply support for BLT 1/26 would be via HMK 265 helicopters aboard 
uss rwo JIMA 'and overland from Danang area from ARG ALFA ships and the incouDtry 
Porce ·LoSl.ticI Command. 
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t. The establishment of DQDay. 

5. (C) Ptannins... for .Ma!_~h{'bh·~·!~ ... 9.~..1!.£.t{ve Arc!. (l.CAl 

(1) RelocaUon of the bO\'.llZ1ldary of the AO between ·the FXRST MAnNES and the SECOND ROKMC ~~fgade. 

(2) Struetur'h-I.g the 1®1!'.d!w8tl:d P..OA to (lirevent i.ndus ion of previously established frbmdly fure.E!s comt!l.flnd I~r.t$\ts. 

(5) SelecUngll Hlf'~ ISlIUiP'p.ortt: (i.'I:'e<lll to per-alit the NIGFS sh1pII tohl8lve clear gun-target l.ii.rnes. 

(6) Permit. free &lir itlCo!lIltlu.d.t (liver 71000 feet above the ADA. 

6. (C) ero 70.8.9 plt'oV'!..dled M'Wd gulltl'fire supplOrt by assi.grd.ng USS MEREDlL'M (DO 890) and IJS!) ~tr?i;R'i'l'JS (DD 851). 

8. (C) CoordtllJattor. of' ailr~b'll'~tlr:ol Waul effected by direct 1181son of ARGI SLF. ALFA Staf1' reprr~Elel!1!t~~·l1."iJ'if;;I~ ,"~tih ttlhle following agendes:. 

a. cell III MAh' 

h. CC t J!'1RS'.ll' ~IAW 

c. CG p J::I.R5:'r MAF,DIV J.'SC: 

d. DAN.ANC D.A.SC 

e. DANANG Appro.cb CO:cl!tlt"101 9 llisl!llildg Airbase 

9. (C) Coordinati0Xl tU'11d COOp1Ell'.mU(!l)ll was .!Achieved by di.rect and. persoHl tiatlon of APs/sLF ALFA St~ff repre8e~tative8 wtth cooperatins forces down to the company level of,th~ THIRD Eattallon FIRST MARINES. PromPt and effective liaison re8~ltsd in e.mrly resolution of nece88arycoordlne· •. 
il:'lO~l decistons. 
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INTELLIGENCE 

,1. (C) The first indication tha.t a.n amphibious operation was impending came, 

in the form of a message from'CG, FIRST MARDIV to CG, III MAF information 

to CTG 76.4 and CTG 79. 4 requesting that ARG/SLFALFA conduct an amphibious/ 

helibol'ne operation 1n the Cam Sa/Phong Ho area a.stride the HRST Marine 

R.B1m~nt/ROKMC boundary in Quang Nam Province, RVN d'uring the period 10-20 

July 1969. At the time of receipt of thfs message, ARG/SLF ALFA was involved 

in conducting support operations for Operation BOLD PURSUIT. Intelligence 

research on the proposed AOA was started immediately by researching all 

information on h,and followed up by requests to III MAF G-2 Section for , 

aerial photography and any other information available. As in Operation 

BOLD PURSUIT, advantage was taken of helicopter flights enroute to liaison 

visits by diverting over the proposed AOA where 35MM hand heldc'.Ulleras were 

lJ.sed to photogra.ph the area extens 1 vely from vad ous oblique angles. 

2. (C) Initial re!; earch revealed that; 

0., None of the beach wi thin the proposed AO.A had bt;,~n surveyed by UDT " 

within the past year. 

b. That current. enemy OOB listed approximately 520 

t.he ADA including rnajor elements of the R-20 Battalion, 

elements of the 92nd Special Action Sapper Company, and 

local guerillas. 

enemy tlioops within 
the Q-82 Company, 
approximately 200 

c. The terrain was characterized. by two high areas, both approximately 

ten meters in height, on the eastern and western sides' of the AOA separated by 

a low marshy arell of rice paddies and swamps over which vehicular movement was 

extremely difficult, if not impossible. 

d. The AOA was statistically the heaviest booby trapped area in the 

Republic of Vietnam. 

3. (C) Initially, since there. was nC) survey aYailable of the beaches of 

the AOA, a c:;landestine survey by UD'l' of the beach segment selected for an 

amphibious aS,sault was planned \tsing aTG '115.1 Swift Boat (PCF) for 

insertion/recovery -,ehicle as had been successfully accomplished in Operation 

BOLD PURSUIT. However, later in the planning phase, due to the character 

of the terrain: the prevalence of booby traps and SFD's in-the AOA, plus 

the fact that MIKE Company, 3rd Datt!t.liot;l, FIRST Marines would be made 

available to form a blocking force in the northeast corner 'of the AOA, 

a surface borne amphibious assa.ult was ruled out 1n favor of an all heli­

borne assault. Therefore, no further efforts were made to determine 

beach characteristics or to conduct any aspect of a surface amphibious 

assault. 

4. (c) The aerial photographs obtained from III MAF G-2 Section plus 

the pho~ographs of the AOA taken by AHG/SLF ALFA photographers proved to 

be high quality with good detail and very useful for selecting l.anding 

zones as well as han~guides forhelo pilots and others after being 

annota:ted to indicate landing zones , reference points, and prominent 

landmarks. 
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5. (u) Overall weather support,and torecasts were provided,by the mete­
orololY unit on the tlasship.. 'Surt forecasts were requested tram Fleet 
Weather Central Guam during initial planning but vere' not used. Durinl 
the planninl phase, Tropical Storm TESS generated .buthwe.t at Manila 
but was predicted to proceed north-northwest palling over the Qblnese Coalt 
east ot Halnan Island. However, on D MINt:SONE Tropical Storm TEBS 

.built up and was la.ter des1snated tn>hoon TESS. In addition itl track 
became more we.terly. AI a result, ARG ALJ'A wal torcld to take evuive action 
commencinl the afternoon ot D-Day (10 July) by running southeast alonl the 
Vletn.mese Coast. Other than tbe typhoon evasion, weather was. ideal tor 
amphibious operation8 and did not have a 8ilniticant atfect on Operation 
MIGHTY PLAY. . 

6. (U) No EEl's other than thOle contained in CTG 76.4 OPLAN 10lA-69, ' 
Annex Ct were utilized'or imposed on lubordinate units for collection. 

1. (C) As a last step in the planninl process a Joint'int6 ... ligence estimate 
was issued by CTG 16.4/CTG 79.4 and was distributed to all concerned on 
9 July. The intormation contained therein proved to be accurate and compre ... 
henaive. 

8. (0) During the course at Operation MIGHTY PLAYa considerable number ot 
enemy documents and other material. was captured. The most signiticant 
recovery consisted ot documents capture4 at 1315H on 12 July 1969 by DELTA 
Company, BLT1/26'at 49P BT 083622 whioh proved to be of hish technical value. 
The documents were current, in load shape and complete. ca, III MAF congratulated 
BLT 1/26 by melsase tor tbe protessional manner in which the documents were 
discovered, evaluated, and delivered to hfsher authority and strelsed the parti­
cular intelligence value of' the documents. 
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MEDICAL AND LOGISTICS 

A. MEDICAL 

1. (C) Operation MIGHTY PLAY began on 10 July 1969 and ended on 20 July 

1969. The operation was conducted in I corps in Quang Nam Province 

about eight miles south of Danang. 

2. (C) The Task Group consisted of USS IWO JlMA (LPH-2), USS CLEVELAND 

(LPD-7), USS WHETSTONE (L8D-27) and USS WASHBURN (LKA-108). USS MEREDITH 

(00-890) and USS RUPERTUS (00-851) provided Naval Gunfire Support. 

BLT 1/26 was embarked with HMM 265 providing vertical support. 

3. (C) USS IWO JlMA was designated as the primary casualty receiving ship. 

Medical Officers on board were: 

a. SURGICAL TEAM ALFA 

(1) CDR J. J. RYSKAMP. Jr. OINC 

(2) LCDR R. F. AMBUR 

(3) LCDR T. C. BROWN 

(4) LT B. C. M. SAH 

(5) ENS W. K. CARAWAY (MALE NURSE ANESTHEIST) 

b. SHIP'S MEDICAL OFFICER 

(6) LT R. GORDON 

c. CLEARING PLATOON 

(7) LT R. E. BATlMER 

(8) LT J. W. WALLACE 

(9) LT R. P. KING 

d • BATTALION SURGEON 

(10) LT D. C, HANCOCK 

e. FLIGHT SURGEON 

(11) LT s. A. WILSON 

4. (C) Of the 13 missile wounds, five were treated in the operating room; 

while the remaining 8 missile wounds were debrided under local anesthesia 

in the Rand 0 area. 
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5. (C) Many casualties had'multiple injuries and therefore only the 
principle wound was listed. 

6. (C) Casualty Statistics 

a. BLOOD. There were 114 units of blood on hand at the start of the 
operati~On 17 July 1969, 64 units were returned as outdated. On 
19 July 1969, 40 units were returned as outdated. A total of eighteen 
units and four patients were cross~matehed and nine units transfused to two 
patients. It was noted that all blood on hand for the operation had a 
five to ten day shelf life. 

b. SUMMARY OF CASUALTY STATISTICS 

(1) TOTAL CASUALTIES RECEIVED 61 

(a) Non~Combat 27 

(b) Wounded in Action CWIA) 31 

ec) Killed in Action (KIA) 3 

(d) Died of Wounds (DOW) (STAHOSP DANANG) 1 

* DOW not included in total, previously included WIA. 

(2) NON-COMBAT CLASSIFIED (21 Treated LPH/6 Treated Ashore) 27 

Ca) FUO 3 

(b) Upper Respiratory Infection 3 

(e) Contusion 3 

Cd) Gonorrhea 2 

(e) Fracture 2 

(f) Pneumonia 1 

(g) Otitis Media 1 

(h) Twisted Knee 1 

(i) Shigellosis 1 

(j) Sunburn 2 

(k) Epididymitis 2 

(1) Sinusitis 1 

em) Dysentery 1 
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en) Rat Bite 

(0) Heat Exhaustion 

(p) Acute Anxiety 

(3) COMBAT CASUALTIES 

(a) Classified, Treated aboard LPH: 

1. MISSILE WOUNDS 

A. Major 

B. Minor 

2. SITE OF MAJOR WOUNDS 

A. Upper Extremities 

B. Chest 

C. Head 

D. Lower Extremities 

3. FRACTURES 

A. Ulna 

B. Metacarpals 

4. NON-MISSILE WOUNDS (LACERATION) 

(b) Unclassified, Treated Ashore 

(4) OPERATIVE CASES PERFORME~ (INITIAL RX ONLY) 

(a) Major 

(b) Minor 

(5) MAJOR SURGICAL PROCEDURES 

(a) Closed Thoracotomy 

(b) Appendectomy 

(6) SUMMARY OF OR ANESTHESIA (INITIAL RX ONLY) 

(a) General 

(b) Block 

(c) Spinal 
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(7) DISPOSITION CAboard LPH) 

Ca) Treated & Released 20 

Cb) Admitted to sick bay 14 

Cc) Triaged & Transferred 1 

Cd) Discharged to duty 2 

(e) Transferred o 

Cf) Transferred (Care of the dead) 1 

(g) Died of wounds 

(h) Remaining in sick bay end of operation 

o 

12 

B. LOGISTICS 

1. ce) Replenishment. During MIGHTY PLAY the following replenishments 
were conducted providing support to ARG ALFA and gunfire support ships. 

DATE SHIP RECEIVED 

10 JUL FIR8DRAKE (AE 14) Ammo 

10 JUL GRAFFIAS CAP 29) Provisions 

10 JUL TAPPAHANNOCK (AO 43) Fuel 

11 JUL GRAFFIAS CAF 29) Provisions 

13 JUL GUADALUPE CAO 32) Fuel 

16 JUL HALEAKALA CAE 25) Ammo 

17 JUL HALEAKALA CAE 25) Ammo 

17 JUL KENNEBEC CAO 36) Fuel 

18 JUL NIAGARA FALLS CAPS 3) Provisions 

19 JUL NIAGARA FALLS CAPS 3) Provisions 

2. (e) Maintenance. Sporadic leaking in USS IWO JlMA's main condenser 
tubes continued to be a problem throughout the ope.at~.n. Although fit 
to ably fulfill her assignment as flagship and helo haven, a marginal 
capability for conUII.\lOuI It.DiaI (espeeially at biaJter'sp8Ms) existed 
during the entire period of the operation. . " . 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

1. (C) Except for initial difficulty with VHF frequencies in passing artillery 
and NGF warning to aircraft (SAV-A-PLANES),. communications during Operation 
MIGHTY PLAY were excellent. The initiating directive was received at 0758H 
7 July 1969. CTG 76.4 OPORDSR 307-69 was transmitted to all addressees at 
OS30H 9 July 1969. No difficulties were encountered in handling the record 
communications by ARC ALFA during Operatio~ MIGHTY PLAY. During high volume 
periods all three tapecutting positions were used to maximum capacity in 
order to avoid outgoing message backlogs. For the peak 24 hours period of , 
Operation MIGHTY PLAY a total of 537 messages were processed, 319 incoming, 
and 218 outgoing. The average handling times for outgoing messages durin'go, 
this period was two hours one minute each. The majority of messages handled 
and all pertaining to the operation were transmitted on at least three 
circuits. 

2. (C) Amphibious Ready Group ALFA conSisting of USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) 
(CATF Flagship), USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7), USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27), USS WASHBURN 
(LKA-I08), and the gunfire support ships USS MEREDITH (DO 890), and' 
USS RUPERTUS (DO 851) maintained a duplex Task Group Orestes circuit. All 
Task Group ships delivered their outgoing messages to the Flagship for entry 
into the NAVCOMOPNET which was maintained by IWO JIMA (LPH-2). This circuit -
provided a reliable link throughout the operation for the relay of record 
communication tl'affic for ships of the Task Group. The COMNAVOPNET was 
terminated with Naval Support Activity Danang and the Pleet Flash Net was 
patched thro~gh NSA Danang, Cam Ranh Bay, and terminated at NAVCOMMSTA, PHIL. 

3. (C) In all freque~cy ranges the'communications equipment of the flagship 
was adequate, but totally committed. Since no ,surface r~sault landing was 
conducted there was no shortage of VHF equipments/frequencies as was ARG 
ALFA's previous experience. 

4. (e) Frequency assignments were adequate as aSSigned by COMSEVENTHPLT 
OPORDER 201-68. The VHF circuit between the Flagship and Pire Support 
Coordination Center, located at FIRST Marine Division Headquarters, required 
shifting,. Upon investigation it was. discovered that a physical obstruction 
(Hill 327) negated the line of sight characteristic of this 'circuit. 
Following a liaison visit on the third day of the operation this circuit 
was shifted to an upper high frequency. This higher frequency likewise 
proved unreliable and a second liaison visit was required. A lower frequency 
was then established which proved to be satisfactory for the remainder 
of the operation. Following these visits and the final assignment of a 
usable high frequency it was necessary on several occasions to use other 
communications to alert the FSCC operators that SACC had SAV-A-PLANE 
traffic to pass. This alerting method had the effect of producing clear 
communications with FSCC. Consequently it appeared that once a usable 
high frequency was established wit,h FSCC the problem was operational vic., 
frequency assignment/equipment. This provided marginal~y reliable 
communications between Flagship and FSCC .for the remainder of the operation. 
Some minor interfrerence was experienced on various other frequencies during 
the operation; however, none were severe ,enough to cause a circuit to be ' 
unusable. 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

1. (C) General 

a. A Conn.nd Information Bureau (CIB) was set up onboard the USS two JlHA (LPH 2) and a Mobile News Team from CTF 76 Staff provided servi.ces from 9 July 1969 throu8h 18 July 1969. 

b. Proximity pf Operation MIGHTY PLAY to the Danang area precluded initial embarkation of civilian newsmen, however, newsmen were invited to the f1aS.hip". after the initial landing. 

c. CTG 76.4 ClB ori8inated .ix pres. re1eales (initial and five follow-ups) throu8hout Operation MIGHTY PLAY. 

d. In addition special press releases were disseminal~d on: 

(1) The vi.sit of A.ml FENG, CN, VADM BRlNGLE, VADM CH&l and RAJ»{ ROSENBERG to ARG ALPA on 14 July 1969. 

(2) The recovery of all Marine crewmen from a downed CH46A helicopter by the Ufe boat from the USB RUPERTUS (DD 851) (at the time assigned to CARG ALFA as NGFS ship). 

e. Problema encountere~/adverse incidents: None 

2. (U) Visits by Dignitaries. 

a. 10 July RADK E.M. ROSENBERG, USN, COKPHIBFOaSEVBN'l'HFLT 

b. 14 July ADM FENG CHI-CHUNG GRC, CINC 

c. 14 July VADM W.F. BRINGLE, USN, COKSEVENTHFLT 

d. 14 July VADM J.L. CHEW, USN, COMUSTDC 

e. 14 July RAJ»{ E.M. ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT . . 

f. 17 July COL.A.E. COFFEEN, USMC, SLF BRAVO 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (8) 
CONFlO_IAL 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

5. (C) Broadcast coverage.was excellent during ,the operation. The flagship maintained coverage of both the rebroadcast'from ~SA Danang and the direct bro_d. I cast from NAVCOMMSTA PHIL. All Task Group ships copied the rebroadcast trom NSA Danang. Requests tor retrans~ssion of missing broadcast messages were kept to a minimum with ships assisting each other. NSA Danang provided~asing numbers on request. 

6. (C) The Task Group Maneuvering and Warning, and Task Group reporting circuits were covered using the NESTOR crypto system. These circuits were excellent throughout the operation. Although these circuits were used primarily for 'their" designated use, they were used, on a not to interfere basis, as a communications coordination circuit and tor passing TACLOG requirements from the flagship to the Primary Control Ship. This was done to hold uncovered voice communications to a minimum. 

7. (C) Registered Publications: The supply of keying materials, operational codes and numeral codes were adequate at all times during 0neration MIGHTY PLAY. 
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SUPPORTING ARMS 

1. (C) General 

a. Operation MIGHTY PLAY began on 10 July 1969 with naval gunfire, USMC 
artillery and air preparat.ionof three landing zones and one diversionary 
target. L-Hour was 0920H. 'Operation MIGHTY PLAY terminated on 20 July 
with the CHOP of BLT 1/26 ashore to CG, FIRST MARDIV. 

b. Due to the proximity of the ADA to Danang Airbase and instrument 
approach patterns to Danang airbase penetrating the AOA. it was necessary 
to pass artillery and naval gunfire warning information (SAV-A-PLANE) to 
Danang approach control. Communication circuits used to transmit SAV-A-PLANE 
information were initially unsatisfactory. Pre-operation liaison between 
CTG 76.4 representatives, the FIRST MARDIV Fire Support Coordinator, and the 
OIC of the Danang Approach Control. agreed that FIRST MARDIV FSCC would be 
given SAV-A-PLANE information over established VHF (PM) nets, and that 
information would be forwarded to Danang Approach Control by the FSCC. 
At the onset of Operation MIGHTY PLAY direct contact with FSCC could not 
be established as their VHF antenna system was masked by its location on 
Hill 327. Time consuming circuitous communications were resorted to for 
passage of SAV-A-PLANE information to FIRST MARDIV FSCC for relay to Danang 
Approach Control. As VHF communications were unsuccessful, an HF circuit 
was established. Additional liaison visits were required before marginally 
satisfactory HF communications were established with FSCC. See enclosure (7) 
for amplification. 

2. (C) Naval Gunfire 

a. Forces involved: USS MEREDITH (D0890) conducted landing zone preparation 
fires and provided on-call support from 10083SH July until relieved by 
USS RUPERTUS (00851) at l31030H July 1969. RUPERTUS was detached 17l130H 
July 1969. 

b. Fire Support Coordination: The only significant condition detrimental 
to good fire support coordination was the unsatisfactory conununications relay 
of SAV-A-PLANE information to Danang Approach Control. Initially this resulted 
in cancellation of a scheduled pre-L-Hour NGF target and caused unacceptable 
delays in fire mission approval throughout the remainder of the operation. This 
problem is addressed as a Lesson Learned in enclosure (7). 

c. Restriction to fire 

(1) Civil Airwa~s Paths. By COMUSMACV/CINCPACFLT agreement, the air 
space between 7,000 an 11,000 feet within civil airways will be left as 
free transit space, 1. e. a no fire zone through the AOA. This limits some 
fire missions in that destroyers cannot shoot at maximum effective, or 
greater, ranges without at sometime violating this space. At times it is 
desirable to use maximum effective ranges to produce a high angle~of­
incident. non-skipping projectile. 
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(2) Non-observance of NOTAMS/SAV-A-PLANE. This problem was not as 
obvious as in the past due to the reduced amount of gunfire. However, 
on one occasion, ten minute LZ prep mission was interrupted five times by 
different transient military aircraft flyi.ng across the gun target line. 

(3) "SPOOKY" While the SPOOKY gunshi.p was on station in the AOA, 
all fires were restricted to a maximum altitude of 1,000 feet less than the 
gunship's altitude. However, the advantage of having' the SPOOKY readily 
available generally overcame the fire altitude restriction. 

d. Artillery advisory system and SAV-A-PLANE. A revis~d SAY-A-PLANE 
form has been devised to reduce duplication of effort, eliminate mutual 
interference and speed processing of the request. However, local variations 
may be required to facili.tate operations in specific SACC facilities or to 
meet local clearance requirements, but this is considered to be a good 
basic form. (The information indicated below is printed three columns 
per page, four sheets per pad, stapled with carbon paper between sheets and 
cut to yield three ready-to-use request forms.) 

SAV-A-PLANE 

TOR -----
A. TG # SAP # -----, -----
B. FIRING UNIT ________ _ 

C. GRID: FM ____ TO 

NAV AID RAD/I'M 

D. TIME: FM ____ TO _____ _ 

E. MAX ORDINATE 
----------------------------

F. TGT NATURE ------------------------
G. OBSERVER 

----------------------------
END OF MISSION TIME 

---------------------
(1) A I chough communications difficulties precluded a thorough evaluation 

of this n(Yw form" it is estimated that up to 30 seconds can be shaved off the 
present SAV .. A",PLANE l'equest processing time. Additionally, more information 
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required by the three supporting arma is now recorded on one standard form. 

e. Techniques evaluated. 
., " I ~ . 

(1) To reduce the t~e between cessatton of LZ preparationftres and helo 
touchdown, a two-fold procedure was successfully Unplemented. First, the NGF .hip 
was tnatructed to ftre white pho.phorous as it. l.st round of LZ preparation fire. 
Thla gave the helicopters a visual indicatton of ilcease fire." Secondly, both the 
reports of "ceale fire" and "aplallhtl for the last round were pa .. ed to the helf.­
copter Direction center for verbal comfi1t'f.l1ati.on of "ce ... Hr •• " . As a result of· the 
confidence gained in this combtnea procedure, the assault helicopters touched down 
tn the de.ignated landing zones le .. than 45 seconds after the last round fell 41\ 

target. the effectivenels of thil method is further indicated in that no ho.eile 
fire was taken in any of the landing aone •• 

f. Stati8tica1 Data 

(1) Round. expended: 

CAIBER 

5"/38 

5"/38 

• 

USS MEREDITH (DD 890) 

~ 

He 
VTSD 
Me 
'W, 

ifOiiL 

USS RUPERTUS (DO 851) 

He 
Me 
WP 
ILL 

mm. 
GRAND TOTAL 

m 
583 
60 
80 
30 

m 

464 
54 
9 
2 

520' 
1282 . 

(2) DamaRt As.e8.ments. The below listed data reflects only the observed 
result. of naval gunfire. ~ey do not include any of the unobserved effectl of 
heavy harraslment, interdiction and area neutrali.ation firel. 

(a) Bunker. destroyed 23 

(b) Structure. destroyed 29 

(e) Bale area neutralized 2 

(d) Secondary explosion. 10 

(e) Secondary fire. 3 
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g. Probleml encQUnts~ed. > USS RUPERTUS(DD 851) reportea for duty wi.th 
approximately 98 p.rc.ntor •• ro.lon In all four .b.rr.te. However, thb w •• 
d.teraalned to be .cceptable by the batt.llon ln vlew of b.r reported.rans. 
dl.per.lon of only 100-200 y.rd.; ob.arved ftre. durlnB the day .eemed to verlfy 
thl •• 

3 •. (C) Clo •• Air Support. 

•• Tact'lcal All' Con'trol Center ·(TACC) radlo netl were e,tabl hhed and mann.d 
ln accord.nc. with Annex H (All' Operation.) to CTG 76.4 OPORJ) 307-69. Contlnuoul'. 
coaaunlc.tlon. were maint •. tned with USAF CRC Dlnans. PUST MAW (TADe), ROb 
DASC, BLT 1/26 Air Lial.on Officer, and the ICTZ Area Medical ResulatinB Offlc •• 
Danang DASC and other addtttonal .t.tton. weI" u •. ed •• needed. 

b. Schedullns .nd control of elo.e all' ,upport alrcr.ft-wereexecuted ., 
pl.nned. Priority .nd routtne reque,t. for non-.cheduledai· .upport were prOiptly 
fUted. 

e. . On D-D.y • twenty minute del.y of L-Bour re.ultad from. combination of 
factor.. The fir.t .c~eduled clole .ir .upport fllsht dld not .ppe.r tn the 
reque.ted number" nor did they carry the de.ired ordnance for LZ prep. Th • 
.•• cond fltsht of clo.e .11' .upport aircr.ft dhecked-ln .ltg~tly •• rly, but with 
an unexp.ctedly 1.1'1' ordn.nce lo.d Whlch requlr.d .ddltlon.l tlm. to compl.t. 
the LZ prep. Th ••• f.ctor., .dded to • delay ta Joining the TAC(A)/TAO .nd 
CAS alrcr.ft, were the major c.u •• of the d.l.y of L-Hour. It .hould be noted 
th.t ob.ervinl heUcopter pUota ct .... d the fe .• ulta of KG, .nd CAS coordtn.U.on 
•• out.t.ndlns, and th.t no'troop-llft hellcopt.r. were htt by enemy fir •• lthough 
enemy movement w •• ob •• rv.d throulhout the .1' •••. 

d. Throulhout the op.r.tto" numetou. aircraft tren.itins the AOA f.ned to 
cont.ct the TACC (ICEPACK ALPA) •• required by NorAM .nd by CTG 76.4 OPORD 307-69. 
HiBh den.tty .ir tr.fflc w •• antictpated bec.u.e of the prox~lty of both Dan."B 
Atrbaae .nd Marble Mount.ln Airfield to the AOA. AOA .ir,p.cI incident. lneluded 
a r.port from t~. USS WAsHBURN th.t • flight of 2 P-4' •• pp.rently dropped. b.-b 
wtthtn 3000 y.rde of the USS WASHBURN .nd the USS CLEVELAND. Th •••• ircr.ft h.d 
neither checked-in with ICEPACK ALPA, nor dtd they h.ve .pprov.l fromCTG 76.4. 
to utU he .ny portion of the AOJ. ., an "OItDNAlfCB DUMP AREA". CATF reported this 
incident to CG, lIt MAP by message. . 

e. op_r.tton MIGHTY PLAY elole air ,upport operatlon. are .ummarl •• d a. 
follow.: 

(1) Helicopter oper.tlon. 

'(.) Sortl ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1641 

(b) T •• k •••••••••••••••••••••••••• .-•• 218 

(c) Rourl flown •••••••••••••••••••••• J05.9 

(d) C.rso (toni) ••••••••••••••••••••• 149.8 . 

(e) Pax c.rried ••••••••••••••••.••••• 4178. 
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(f) Medevacs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• SS 

(g) Anno expended (rounds) ......... to ...... 50 (l>t.~) 

(2) Fixed-wins CAS operations 

<a> Total aircraft controlled .............. 208 

1. A.ttack ai.rcraft • .; ••••••••••••••••••• 21 

l. Non-attack aircraft •••••••••••••••••• 7 

3. Tl':'irtsielOlt airl!raft ••••••••••••••••• 180 

(b) Ordnance (tons) (Excludes 7.62 MH) •••••• 28.3 

1. Bombs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ll1 (55,500 lbe.) 

1, Rockets •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8 (5" ZUNI) (1200 lba.) 

JJ 7.62MH (rounds) ••••••••••••••••• 21,000 

(c) SAV~A-PLANES issued •••••••••••••••••••• l09 

4,. (C) Arti,llery 

a, Forces Involved. ALFA Battery 1/13 (alx lOS MM howi.tzer.) Wa8 pl~ced 
ashore on D minus one Day tn a secure area approximately 7.000 meters nortn of 
the AOA center. The 8ame day. Whiskey Battery 1/11 (.lx 4.2 Inch mortar.) wa. 
placed 8$hore 2,000 meters north of the AOA center 1n vi.cinity of the THIRD 
DMctalton. FIRST Marine. Command Post. ArtU1ery flre support was used through­
out the operation subject to re.trtct{ons di.scussed below. 

b, Ftre Support Coordination. No condittons worthy of note. 

c. Restrictions to Fire. The extreme proximity of ALFA Battery (105 MM 
howlt~er) to Marble Mountain and Danang Airfields precluded almost all support 
from this unit durtng periods of heavy air traffic. 

d. Stattstica1 Data 

(1) Round. Expended 

ALFA Batterl 

CaUber ~, QTY 

105 MM howitzer HE 1466 

t~p 38 

lLLUM 1 
TOTAL -1505 
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W.ISKE! Battery 
'" 

Iu.! 
HE 

WP 

ILLUM 
row; 
GMiffi TOTAL 

(2) Gun Damage AsseS8m~nt. None Avatlable 
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LESSONS L!'.A1UVED 

ORIGINATING COMMAND: COMPHIBREADGRU ALFA 

SUBJECT: MAJOR: AMPHIBIOUS PLANNING 
MINOR: CLOSE AIR SUPPORT AND LANDING ZONE PREPARATION 

----------------~------------------------------------------------------------

1. DISCUSSION: In planning for the ordnance required to ensure adequate 
preparation of the landing zones it was determined that a division of 4 
attack aircraft would be required for eaoh LZ. This figure was based on 
ordnance loading ot A-4 and F-4 aircraft. The flights ~hat were provided 
tor preparatIon of LZ's GRANT and LEE consisted or 2 A-6's. Theamount 
of ordnance carried was sufficient for the mission, but because ot the large 
quantity carried by each aircratt the LZ prep lasted longer'than planned ' 
1n the schedule o~ tires. ~ed time required for LZ prep contrjbuted 

,.-1;9_ L Hour being delayed. 

LESSONS LEARNED: Due to the exiatins ~e8 tor requesting air 
support under the single-manager system tor tactical air sup~rt, it is 
usually not possible to determine in advance what type ot aircraft will be 
furnished tor a specitic mission. The only way the TACC has 01' finding 
out which specific aircraft types and or4Pance loads will be furnished is 
to disc1lsa this with the area Direct Air SUPJOrt . Center ever an uncovered. 
voice radio circuit, the~ posslblJ c~romi.Ing the .. sault. ~rlcient 
flexibility to allow time tor additional air preparation will be provided . 
in tutureair schedules. and naval iUDfire schedules will allow tor additional 
preparator,y fires to cover gaps in air preparation it they occur. 
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LESSONS LEARNED 

ORIGINATING COMMAND: OOMPHIBREADGRU ALFA 

SUBJECT: MAJOR:· AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE 
MINOR: SuPPORTING ARMS COORDIMTION 

---------.~-----------------------------------------------------------~------
1. DISOUSSION: The location ot the AOA tor Operation MIGHTY PLAY was an area normally used by large number, ot aircratt proceeding along the' coast­line to and trom Danang. While' numerous aircraft' were observed trana1 ting the AOA, the number ot aircratt contacting 'the TACC tor clearance th~ the &rea aver ... ed only 19 per de.y. Transient 81rcraft in 'e~,fere with eJIIpl.oy­ment ot itlpport1ng &l'JIl8, and otten tires ot naval gunt1re .. "a.nd,.artillery elementa must be, checked in order' to' avo~d elldansering' aircraft. 

, LESSOIfSLEARlfED: Amphibious planners Bhoule! h ... Qt . ..:.tbe tac1; that when operating in the'vicinity ot a major 1U1" t.mn&1..\.'ln an area commonly transi~ted by large numbers ot aircraft, th.fa will be pany aircraft passing through the AOA without the pilot's b~aware of ::>In amphibious operation in progress. The publication ot * ~ hal only lim! ted ettecti vene.. in intorm:lng all pilots of the existence of, an AOA due to many aviation ~it8. espec1all1 thOle with helicopters and light fixed-wing air~raft, being located at small bases which 40 not. alw~s receive current NOTAM information. 
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LESSONS LEARNED 

ORIGINATING COMMAND: COMPHIBREADGRU ALFA 

-SUBJECT: MAJOR: AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE 
MINOR: SUPPORTING ARMS COORDINATION 

---.-------------------------------,---------------------',~------------------------~ 

1. DISCUSSION: Due to the locati~n of the MIGHTY PLAY AOA in close proximity to Danang Airbase, and instrument approach patterns to Danang Airbase penetrating the AOA, it was necessary' to pass information on artillery and naval gunfire warnings (SAV-A-PLANES) to Danang Approach Control through FIRST MARDIV. Fire Support Coordination Center. A VHF '_ (FM) voice radio circuit waR used for this purpose initial.ly, and proved unsatisfactory due to line of sight limita.tions. A High F"'equency voice radio circuit was established witll FIRST MARDIV FSCC with marginal initial success. At times it was necessary to relay SAV-A-PLANE information through severa.L stations on other radio nets to get the information to FIRST MARDIV FSCC when direct communic~tions were not operating. A more suitable hl~ frequency for the distance involved established by personal'liaison finally resolved the problem. 

LESSONS LEARNED: More detailed advance coordination is required to plan adequate communications for artillery and naval gunfire warnings when the AOA is in the vicinity of a maJor air terminal. Amphibious planners should be familiar with existing in-country warning systems and procedures, in order that artillery and naval gunfire warnings during amphibious operations can be integrated into in-country systems when necessary. 
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/) SHIP TO SHORE MOVEMENT 
" 

,/") , 
,l~ (C) Terrain features between the beach portio~ of the AOA and inland 

, L objectives rendered an over the beach assault by surface craft infeasible. 
'~~ Therefore. the actual assault landing was conducted entirely by helicopter • 

. Co, D All necessary BLT 1/26 heavy equipment tor the support of combat action ashore 
./ \ was offloaded by assault craft 1n Danang Harbor on D-minus one (9 July) and 

transported overland via highw8¥ for prepositioning at established areas in 
the FIRST MARINE Division AO. These locations were in close proximity to the 
northern boundary of ,the AOA. The prepos.1t1oned equipment and material 
consisted primarily of the artillery battery, trucks and other land trans­
port vehicles plus an initial two d8¥ supply of ammunition and field rations. 

2. (C) The assault ship to shore movement consisted of helicopter movement of 
troops embark,d in USS IWO JlMA and USS CLEVELAND to ~hree separate landing 
zones in the central portion of the landward AOA. The first assault wave. 
landing at L-Hour (l00920H), consisted of eight helicopters iivided into two 
secti~ns. The first section lifted ALFA Company from USS CLEVELAND to LZ 
GRANT ~~d the second section lifted DELTA Company from IWO JIMA to LZ LEE. 
Upon completion of the insertion of ALFA and DELTA Companies, CHARLIE Company 
was lifted from USS IWQ JIMA to LZ SHERMAN as an on-call wave at L-plus 1:55 
hours. No resistance was encountered in the landing zones during the assault 
phase of the landing. At L-plus 3:05 hours the Command Group and BRAVO Company 

~ 
(Reserve Company) were lifted trom USS CLEVELAND into LZ 413, the THIRD Battalion 

__ FIRST MARINE Division Command Post located just to the north of the AOA. Heli­
copter movement of all troops was completed at l01352H. 
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AMPHIBIOUS LANDING DECEPTION 

1. (C) ARG ALFA conducted an amphibious deception off the northern Barrier 
Island area using the USS IWO JIMA. The deception was primarily a tactical 
communicative deception. With the exception of the IWO JIMA no other 
physical elements including boats or helo's were used. The deception was 
designed to mislead the enemy and disrupt his time table of events. 

a. Beginning at 100400H, USS IWO JIMA steamed in the general vicinity 
(Grid coordinate BT 31053012) for a period of about 2 hours to conduct ' 
deception operations. All normal flight operation lights were on to provide 
for maximum display of the IWO JIMA in the darkness and early morning light. 

b. Communications deception consisted of both live and tape broadcasts 
over four of the most commonly used circuits during an amphibious operation, 
simulating a Helo and Waterborne amphibious landing (Beach Boat Common, 
TACLOG, LZ Control and LPH L/L). The broadcasting began at 0430H and 
enged at 0600H. 

2. (U) No problems were experienced with visibility as USS IWO JIMA could 
be seen from the beach. 

3. (C) During the communications phase a module blew out on one of the TED 
transmitters; however, the module was replaced within 5 minutes. The 
communications "breakdown" and repair tenqed to enhance the credibility of 
the broadcasts rather than interfere with the communications deception. 

4. (C) No evaluation is available as to the results/rea,tion generated by 
this deception; however, it is believed that the proficiency gained 
is not only worthwhile, but offered valuable experience in the planning 
processes of the ARG Staff. 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERAtIONS 

~ , 

1. (C) On D-Day (10 July) at 140dH, Bfter the Marines had landed and were in 
initial objective positions, an seri,al loudspeaker PSYOPS mission was flown over 
the AOA. The message of this broadcast instructed the ~nnocent civilian. in the 
area to take their possessions and move to Tu Cau (s village to the northwest 
of the AOA) where they would be resettled i.ri a eafe location. 

2. (C) On 133uly between 135.0H and 1435H a PSYOPS mission urging the enemy 
to Chieu Hoi was cr\ducted over the western section of the AOA. In this :. 
mission an aerial loudspeaker broadcast urged the enemy to Chieu Hoi and 
avoid the senseles .. ut:lclcn that had elaimedmany .,f thpir comrades. In addition, 
100,000 leaflets were ,.'so disseminated by a1r which gave the enemy specific I 

instructions to follow in order to Chieu Hoi. . 

3. (C) The effeet th.~t either or both of thE&e missions had on the enemy 
is unknown and no raUiers (HOI CHANH' S) were received" ' 
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CINCPAC 
COMUSMACV 
CINCPACFLT 
CMC 
COMPHIBPAC 
COMSEVENTHFI.T 
COMPHIBLANT 
CG, FMFPAC 
CG, FMFLANT 
CG III MAF 
COMNAVFORV 
COMPHIBTRAPAC 
COMPHIBGRU ONE 
COMPHIBGRU '!WO 
COMPHIBGRU THREE 
COMPHIBGRU FOUR 
PRES. NAVWARCOL 
CG, V MI-3F 
CG 1ST HARDIV 
CG 3RD MARDlV 
CG 5TH MARDI" 
CG FIRST MAW 
CvMSERVGRU THREE 
CG, FMFSf.VEf\l1'HFLT 
CG, LANFORIRACOMr~C 
CG, LANFORTRACOMLANT 
eNO (OP 09B9) HISTORICAL DIV 
CMCS QUANTICO, VA 
CHAIRMAN AWB COMPHIBTRALANT 
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, CORONADO 
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL. LITTLE CREEK 
COMPHIBFORSEV~~THFLT 

DISTRIBUTION 

COMPHIBRON ONE 
COMPHIBRON THREE 
COMPHtBRON FIVE 
COMPHLBRON. SEVEN 
COMPHIBRON NINE 
COMPHIBRON ELEVEN 
COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE 
COMTACGRU ONE 
COMNAVSPECWARGRUPAC 
COMNAVBEACHGRC ONE 
CO, TACRON TWELVE 
CO, BJU ONE 
CO, ACU ONE 
CO, EMU ONE 
rf\. UDT ... :m~ TEEN 
OINC BM'i.! ONE WP DET 
OINe ACU ONE WP DET 
OINe WP DET NAVSPECWARGRU 
on~c NAVBfACHGRU ONE WP DET 
OINe NAVSECGRU WP DET 
USA C&GSC~ FT LEAVENWORTH, KANS. 
OINe NAVTACDOCACT 
CTG 70.8 
CTC 73 .• S 
eTC 76.5 
eTG 79.4 
em 79.5 
CTF 115 
CO, BLT 1/26 
CO, HMM 265 
CO, USS !WO JIMA (LPH-2) 
CO, USS WASHBURN (LKA-I08) 
CO~ USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7), 
CO, USS WHETSTONE (LSn-27) 
COg USS ROPERTUS (DD-8S1) 
CO, USS MEREDITH (DD-890) 
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CO'ANDER AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP ALF't.:=======~ 
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

CONFIDENTIAL 

From8 CCllnmandall':' Arnphibi,ous Ready G:r'tH,~p ALE'A 

To 8 Commander Amphibious F'orce 0 U eS 0 SEVENTH Fleet 

CARG"A"/N3i8 j1ll 
03.500 
Sers 061 
9 Octo[)~r 1969 
-~~ --,. --.. 

Subjs Operation DEFIANT STAND Post Operation Report8 forwarding of (U) 

Ref'g (8) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76 INST J.500elC 

(b) Joi,nt COMFIRS'TFLT/COMSEVENTHFLT INST 3500 .. 3/3500.8A 

Enclsv'(l) Task Organization 
(2) Initiating Dl:t,Etctive 

:---1 

(3) Chronolo~ of Events: 
(4) Planning/Operations 
(5) Intell:l..~~mc:e 
(6) Medical/Logle,t.i~5 
(7) Comm:u.ni,cat:\,ons: 
(8) Publlc Mfa i1"8 

(9) SUPPol"'ting Arms 
(10) Sensor Employment 
(11) Shlp tt) ShoI'(l Movement 
(12) Det'epUol1 
(13) PSY<I:';hologir.al Opt<]!'8 tions 
(14) Dist,rlbut:ton 

1. (u) ~!le~~e Operatio:n DEFIANT STAND was ~ondulC)te~ by Amphibious Ready Group 

AlFA during the pelt'iod '1 September to 19 SeptOOl.ber 1969 in support ot the 

Government of the Republic !)f Viet,namo This operation marked the first oc~asion 

in which a s:i.ngle Amphi.blou.s Ready G'r{'~1.l.P c:ommanded D supported and assault landed 

two separate landing forces ~onsi.sting of UoS 0 Marinas and Republio of Korea 

Mari.nes in the Vietnam theater of (lperaticm o 

2a (C) ]3a©kK~~~. Intelligence and inc;:I.,dent reports Clollected by CG p III 

M.AF D indiClated that enemy f'oJr"c;es war'e accn;lIm:ulating in the northern reaches of 

the area known as BaT'rier llsland o located on the coast astride QUang Nam and 

Quang Tin Provl.nces in the Republic< of VIetnam. Be©aus9 of the geographical 

isolation afforded the u'ea D by the Cua Dc'll. Rivel' on the north and on the west 

by the ~uong Gi.ang Riv'er and salt mlirsh~:~8 this region has been hbtorlcally 

used as a regroupIng area and harbcJf':t.ng s:l·te fo:!" en®my fOl'ces attempting to 

eV'Sde seu'c;h and C'l€lBl' operation'S c;ondt!.t'ct~~tl by U.S 0 and allied forcea in the 

southar'n pOl't.lon of 1 Corps Ta~U(!::al Zonso Re:':ent reports i.dentified the V25 

Local FOl'<':e Battalion and the Q80 Local Foll"cs Company as enemy forces using 

the area fOll:' pl(lrpetrating a.tta.cks by fi.re against river craft on the CUB. Dai 

River and again::;t Hoi Ano With due re©ogmtion for the versatility and self-

., 
\ 

'f 

,i 
"I 

supporting capability of the SEVEN'rH Fleet Amphibious Ready Group and because .~ 

of the tac:t:i";al lim ti,ng features of the gaog:r."aphlc terrai,n to attaClk overland v " 

on 26 August 1969D C(>Immandjng General III MAF submitted a request to Commander <I 

SEVENTH Fleet fOl' the employment of Amphi.bious Ready Group/Spe~ial Landing 

Force ALFA to condU(':\l an B.mph:'iht OilS a:ssault i.:n the Bal"l!."ler Island areao 
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On 26 August 1969 Commander SEVENTH Fleet (~ort~'Ul"red in the general c:orlcept of 
the proposed employment of ARG/SlF ALFA in support and as requested by CGo III 
MAF. In addition to the employment of UoS. Marine Corps Battalion Landing 
Team 1./26 embarked in Amphibious Ready Gr'Ciup AIFA shipso it was also proposed 
and agreed that follow:i.ng the 1m.tial assault landing o Regimental Landing Team 
TWO p SECOND Republic of Korea Marine C.orps Brigade would be committed to the 
operation by embarking in ARG ALFA ships and assault landed in the Amphibious 
Objective Areao The landward Amphibious Objective Area was subdivided into 
two separate areas of operation with the southern area assigned to SLF ALFA 
(BLT 1/26) and the northern area as:si.gned to RLT·=:2 ROKMC. The outer perimeter 
of the landward Amphibious Objecti.ve Area generally followed l~tmiting 
geographical terrain features such as rivers which would limit escape routes 
for enemy forces in the areao (See enclo~ure (2) fol" detailed description 
of the Amphibious Objeotl.ve Area.) On 29 August 19690 CARG AIFA/CTG 76.4 was 
designated Commander Amphibious Task Force o CSLF AUA!CTG 7904. and Chief of 
Statfo SECOND ROKMC BDE were desi.gnated as Commander Landing Force of' the 
Southern and NOl"thel'n Landing FCOTC;9S r'eeptK~tively e 

• 

During planning and ooordination conferences with eGo III MAF and Republic 
of Vietnam Province Chiefs o agreements CJoncJerning processing and dispolsition 
of civiJ.i.an population in the area were esta.blished v one for civilians from 
Quang Nam Province on Lang Dong Island i.n the CUB. Dai Rivero north of the 
Amphibious Objective Area and one for civilians fl"om Quang Tin Provin~e in the 
lower Barrier Island area just south of the Amphibious Objective Area. A 
blooking force Clonsisti.ng of Battalion Landing Team THREE from the SECOND RODIC 
BDE under command of CG8 SECOND RODIC BDE was helicopter lifted into the 
northwestern portion of what was to become a part of the landward Amphibious 
Objective Area~ two days prior to operational control of Commander Northern 
Landing Force on D-Dayv when the entire AOA became effective for operational 
contl"ol by CATF. Anti =lnfiltra ticm/ ex:fil tra tion pa troIs and limited gunfire 
support was obtained from Coastal Surveillance Forces (CTG 115e1)0 S~hedu1ed 
and on~Jcall air support was supplied by Commanding General FIRST Marine Air 
Wing.. One 5"/'38 destroyer v USS TAUSSIG (DD '?46)p was assigned as NGFS ship to 
augment TG 76.4 throughout the operatione 

30 (C) .llime_~..EL2!. O~!:~t12.n~_~r~<L~e~~tio~.o 

ao ~!:.o Operation DEFIANT STAND involved the employment of ARG/SLF 
AIFA and RLT·~2 ROKMC in a combined search and clear operation against enemy 
forces consisting of North Vietnamese Armed. Forctf>p Viet Cong local/ruain force 
units am. Viet Cong i.nfrastructure within the AOAG The Southern Landing 
Force was compri.sed of S11 A.IFA/CTG 7904 composed of USMC BLT 1/26 and HMM 
26.50 The Northern Landing Force consisted of RLT=2 fr'om the SECOND ROKMC BOO. 
Followlng S·~Day and D=Day assault landings~ ARG ALFA remained in support 
of the Southern and Northern Landing Foraes until 19 September when RLT=2 
ROKMC was fil'mly established ashor's and operational Mntrol was shifted to CG p 

SECOND ROKMC BDE and BLT 1/26 was tacti.cally withdrawn. At 1700H on 19 September 
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19690 the AOA was dissolved and Operation DEFIANT STAND terminated. 

b. Mission .. 

(1) COUIIIl8ncing at H ani L=HoUl" on S=Day (7 SEP) . the Southern Landing 
Force (SLF ALFA) conducted a surface and helicopter amphibious assault against 
enemy forces in the southern portion of the landward 'AOA in Quang Ham and 
Quang Tin Provinees D RVN p in order to conduct a detailed search and clear 
operation and such other operations as agreed on with eGo In MAF or his 
designated representative and in coordination with other fr1e~ forces in 
the area. 

(2) COlllD8ncing at H and L=Hour on D-Day (12 SEP) 0 the Northern Landing 
Force (RLT~2 of the SECOND ROmC BDE) conducted a surface and helicopter 
amphibious assault against enemy forces in the northern portion of tbe AOA in 
Quang Nam Province g RVN g in order to conduct a detailed searcb and clear 
operations and such other operations as agreed on witb CGg In KAY or his 
designated representative and coordination with other friendly forces in the 
area 0 

c. Pre=J.ssault Operationso Training lectures and briefings for troopsD 
helicopter crews and sMp crews were conducted on board .ARG AIFA ships during 
the planning phase for the operationo All amphibious assault craft. ani control 
personnel were exercised in surface ship to shore movement procedures until 
one day prior to the S~Day landing. During this period all ARG sMpsDlaintained 
normal hold1.ng stations in the off=shore area in the general vicinity of Danang, 
RVN. These OPAREAS were near the area designated as the seaward AOA. Ships 
entered the port of Danang for logistical purposes and pre=operational briefings 
during dayl1ghthours on several occasions in a routine manner during the 
planning phase. MaximU1l\ etf'ort was made to maintain normal operational patterns 
including careful control of uncovered rad1.o transmissions and by this action 
masked an7 appearance of contemplated operations. On 6 Septemhero CGg III HAF 
proposed to COMSEVENTHFLT that S=Day be advanced to ? September vice 8 September 
to take advantage of possible confusion on the part or the en~ rollowing the 
death ot the President of' North Vietnam, Ho Chi Hinh. This action was agreed 
to ani approved by all parties involvede On 5 Septelllber p BLT THREE f'rom the 
SECOND ROKMC BJE was helicopter lif'ted frOlll ROKMC Base Calllp area just north 
or Hoi An to blocking positions west ot the Truong Giang River sector of the 
AOA. BLT THREE remained under the operational Clontrol of CGo SECOND ROKKC BIB 
until I),.Dayo 

d. Movement to Amphibious Objective !reae All TG 76 0 4 ships m.aintained 
positions in induvidual normal steaming areas offshore from Danang g unt1l 
ordered to proceed directly to assigned steaming sectors in the AOA just prior 
to S=Day (7 SEP) initial assault operations.. At 0100H ? Sept8lllber USS WHETSTONE 
(ISD 27) proceeded to rendezvous position with a PCF patrol crattg with ARG 
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ALlA UDT embarkedp to provide safety support and radar assisted control tor 
clandestine insertion ot UDT/Beach Survey Party on GREEN Beach.. A.t O)OOHo 
beach survey operations were successfully completedo UDT embarked in USS 
WHETSTONE and survey information and surf obsel"'lations were tranSlllitted to 
CAD rta covered teletype. (See enclosure (.5)~) During the period 0100-
o4OOH 7 Septembero USS CLEVELAND (LPD 7) conducted a false UDT oheck SUl'T87 
in support of S-Day operations. (See enclosure (12).) By O400H all TG 16.4 
units were in assigned S~Day AOA. steaming sectorso Darken ship conditions 
were maintained am only limited radio transmissions were permitted. 

e. S-Da Assault 0 erations Shi to Shore Movement Southern La 
~o ior to H and ouro Beach am designated he copter 
zones were taken urxier heavy preparation fire by NGr :frOIl USS TAlSSIG (00 746) 
am/or air dropped ordnance from FIRST MA.W supplied cOlllbat air support. Air 
Support included fixed wing as well as helicopter gunships. Detailed 
description of supporting arms is contained in enclosure (9).. -Laild the 
waterborne la:rxi1ng torce" was signaled by CATF at 070400H Septembv. Scheduled 
waves ONE through FOUR loaded and assembled as planned. At 07062SH wave ONE 
consisting of ten LVT8 S with infantry troops embarked crossed the LOD o As 
prep fire on GREEN Beach were lifted wave ONE touched down at H plua 20 0?0702HB 
followed by wave '!WO at H plus ail wave THREE at H plus :30 am wave FOUR at H 
plus SO. Beach preparation fires proved effective and no opposition was 
encountered on GREEN Beach during the assault landingo -Land the helicopter 
borne landing force" was signaled at 070730H. lPHoUl" was initia~ scheduled 
tor 0800Ho however, as the time for the first helicopter wave launcm approached 
visabllity was reduced to less than 500 yards by heavy rain squalls. (In view 
of poor and otten times hazardous weather conditions in the AOA L=Hour was 
delayed .. ) By 08)OH visability has improved to the point that air prep fires 
for designated helicopter landing zones could proceedo Landing ZOM air 
preparations tor helicopter wave OBE was completed by 09QOH and helicopter 
wave ONE touched down in LZ Qum at L plus 62D 070902H.. One infantry company 
was air litted to LZ QUAIL until completion at 102.5H. I!eamrbilep JIG!" and air 
preparation of LZ EAGIE Was accomplished. Preparation fires were llf'ted :from 
LZ EAGIE and at 103?H helicopter insertion of an additional cOlllpaIl7 ot infantry 
was CODlllencedo Preparation fires on LZ QUAIL and EA.GLE proved effective ani 
no en8lll1' fire was obsel"'led during the helicopter assault. By 071)OOB the 
surface and air scbeduled ship to shore movement was completed. Southern 
Landing Force troop movements to initial objectives overland were .et with onlT 
light en-.y resistance during S-Day. During this operation sensors ware used 
for the first time by any ARG/SU team. The 0=,) Special Projects Branch III 
MAr was most cooperative ani eager to have ARG/SLF ALFAparticipate in sensor 
utllisationa Consequently they trained fifteen persons from the JaG/SLP AlFA 
and BLT 1/26 staffs and provided MINISlDS g PSIm and PORTABIE KDlISIDS at 
known VC/liVA crossing sites and the PSIDS were employed to provide security 
for CP's and to enhance the effectiveness/security of n1ght patrols ani ambushes. 
Br1e~ it can be said the devices were effective 0 work~ well and were 
considered a definite asset by the COo BLT 1/26.. See enclosure (10). 
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f. Embarkation of Northern Landing Forceso While maintaining continued 
support by surface movement over GREEN Beach and by helicopter lift direct 
to field positions for the Southern Landing ForceD TG 76.4 ships embarked RLT-2 
ROmC. Embarkation was accomplished by helicopter movement and over the 
beach from an area designated embark beach, in the vicinity of the SECOND ROKMC 
BIlE Command Post about 10 miles northwest of GREEN Beach. Embarkation was 
completed in four hours. Following embarkation shipboard/amphibious operations 
familiarization training was conducted for ROKMC troopso On D-Day minus one 
(11 SEP) a rehearsal ship to shore movement was conducted utilizing embark 
beach for the rehearsal. Time schedules for the ~Day assault landing were 
verified and pre D-Day briefings were conducted. 

go D-Day Assault Operations/Ship to Shore Movement Northern Landing Force. 

In the early morning of D=-Day (12 SEP) 9 while TG 76.4c ships maintained holding 
stations in the seaward AOA and continued support fer the Southern Landing 
Force 9 a pre=dawn clandestine beach survey was conducted by ARG ALFA UDT in 
the 1'ame manner as at GREEN Beach prior to the S=Day assault. See enclosure 
(5) 0 ARG BRAVO (TG 76 eS) in support of ARG AU'A maneuvered to an offshore 
position about eight miles south of RED Beach o From O400H to 072SB ARG BRAVO 
conducted a turn away demonstration landing in an effort to deceive and delude 
the enemy into beli8v1ng that a landing woul.d be conducted in an area to 
the south of the initial assault. See enclosure (12). At 0?1,5H CATF signaled, 
"LaJd the heliborne landing force" 0 At 07JOH CATF signaledD "Land the waterborne 
larxling force" e Air dropped ordnance was used to prepare LZ SPABBJ:M/'OOVE and 
was completed just prior to first helicopter wave touchdown in the northern 
AOA. Initial helicopter waves were not opposed.. USS TAUSSIG (DD 746) provided. 
naval gunfire preparation fires in the RED Beach assault area am was lifted 
two mnutes prior to touchdown of the first surface assault wave p consisting 
of ten LVT9 s -with infantry embarked o Succeeding scheduled waves~ TWO at H 
plus. aD THREE at H plus ')0 and FOUR at H plus 50 followed Wave ONE and all 
to~ched down near RED Beach center. During the approach of surface wave ONE 
enemy fire from an unknown location in the nature of rocket propelled 
grenades were directed toward the BGC (LCPL) preceding wave ONE.. No hits were 
received and. all rounds fen short o As the Northern Landing Force moved inland· 
from the beach moderate enemy fire was reCleivede While attempting to flee 
the central portion of the AOA large numbers of VC suspects were captured qy 
advance RORKe troops. ,By 121200H all assault and support troops tor the 
Northern Landing Force were moved ashore and overland mov_ent to initial 
objectives was proceeding as scheduledo BLT THREE from the SECOND ROKMC BDEo 
located in the western portion of the no~thern AO o shifted operational control 
to Commander Northern Landing Force at 1212)OH. 

ho Logistic Support ~erations., Following S=Day ani D=-Day amphibiOUS 
assault landings D ARG ALFA:TG 76.4 continued support over RED and GREEN beaches. 
Balk gasoline and diesel fuels plus fresh water were supplied b,y USS ~TONE 
and USS COLONIAL from bulk storage fa~ilities in respective ships. TG 76.4 
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ships transported palletized supplies direct ~rom the torce lOgistics command 
in Dananc to the GREEN Beach area :tor resupply of equipment/ supplies exp8l¥ied 
by BLT 1/26. This procedure was used to maintain best possible readiness 
posture. During the operationo ARG ships were per1odical17 replenished with 
tuelg omnm1 tiona and :tood supplies by underway replenishlllent and vertical 
replenishaent from supporting service f'orce ships.. Dairy products were 
replenished hom facilities in Danang as operations permitted. All USMC 
casualties vere helicopter lifted from tield positions to the IWO JIMA. 
ROKMC casualties were heloed direct to Naval Hospital Danang except night. 
emergencies were heloed to IWO JIMA. Most civilians captured/detained during 
the operation were transported by amphibious assault craft f'ram the GREEN and 
RED beach areas to the mouth at Cua Dai River where they vere transf'erred to 
Coastal Group 14 river boats for up river movement to a Combined Holding and 
Interrogation Center south of Hoi AnD maintained by Quang Nam Province 
officials. 

i. Termination. On 19 SeptElllbel' commencing at W=Hour (190'700B SEP) BLT 
1/26 (Southern Landing Force) was tactical17 withdrawn from the tsouthern AD. 
Withdrawal was completed at 191310H September.. RLT=2 ROKMC g when t1rml,y . 
established ashore and by lIlUtual consent between CATF and C01llll&rder· Northern 
Landing Forceo shifted operational control to CG SECOND ROlNe BIlE at 191 '700B 
Septaaber f'or continued operations in the northern AO.. At 191700H the ADA 
vas dissolved and Operation DEFIAN'r STAND terminated.. ARG JJ.FA departed the 
area am prepared to of'fioad BLT 1/26 on 20 September. 

4.. ee) Statistical Summary. Following are the significant statist.ical results 
of combat action in the AOA. during Operation DEFIANT STANDo More detailed 
statistics are included in enclosures attached .. 

ao Friendly Casualties 0 

USMC RODIC TOTAL 
(1) Non-COlllba t -yr cr -yt:~ 

(2) Combat (WIA.) 49 (1 USN) 5 54 (1 USN) 

0) Killed in Action 5 1 6 (1 tBN) 

(4) Died of WoUDis 0 1 1 

b. Enem;y Casualties/Losses am Equipment Capturedo 

(1) KIA 44 250 294-

(2) WI! 1 0 1 

0) PC7N 6 2 8 

(4) Detained 923 1952 28'7.5 

(a) VC Infrastructure 1 10 11 
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lTm'!Q ROKMC TOTAL 
(b) VC Sympathizer' 0 68 ""68 

(c) Civil Defender '1 19 26 

(d) Innocent Civilian 913 1855 2768 

( e) Returnees 1. 0 1 

(f) Chieu Hoi 1 0 1 

(5) Individual Weapons 1 117 118 

(6) Crew Served Weapons 0 3 J 

Co Helicopter Operations HMM 265 and UBS !WO JIMA 

(1) Sorties 2105 127 2232 

(2) Tasks 333 27 360 

0) P,ssengel"s Carr'ied 4402 448 48.50 

(4-) MEDEV ACS 88 19* 107* 
*(12 ROKMC to NSA Danang Hospital) 

(.5) Cargo Carried (Tons) 171.0 19.2 190 .. 2 

(6) Hours Flown 491 0 0 40.7 53107 

d .. Augmenting Air Support Fixed Wing and Helicopter (FIRST MAW and BMM 164) 

(1) Sorties 13 446 459 

(2) Tasks 4 53 57 
" 0) Passengers Carried 0 1068 1068 

(4) MEDEVACS 0 2 2 

(5) Cargo (Tons) 0 310 0 1 310.1 

(6) Hours Flown 14 .. 3 22300 237113 

5. (C) Conclusions e 

a. Operation DEFIANT STAND was planned and conducted in accordance with 
current operation plansg ordersD and amphibious doctrine .. Logistic support 
and augmenting forces supplied by other SEVENTH Fleet and in=countr,y units 

~ 
1 CONFIDENTIAL 

I 

·l 

DECLASSIFIED 



r 
DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL CARGltA."/N31sjlll 
0350(} 
Sers 061 

was adequate to meet the req~nts for this operationo '!'he mission and 
objectives specified. by CCMSEVENTHFLT am CG D III MAF were successf'ully 
accom.pl1shed. Although the employment of the Republic of Korea Marine Corps 
in this operation marked their first coabat assault landing in 19 years a the 
Korean Forces were found to be competent planners o highly 1Il0tinted. and 
trained p well disciplined and eager to participate. Their superb profess1on~ 
a11_ contributed in good aeasure to one of the most success~ emp107J1lents 
of the Amphibious Ready Group technique in recent histor.r. 

b. '!he following significant "FIRSTS" were achieved in Operation 
DEFIANT STAND a 

(1) First BOIKe amphibious assault operation in RVN. 

(2) First USN/USMC/ROKMC combined amphibious assault since the Korean 
cont1ict (19 years ago). 

(3) First time a sing1e ARG has simultaneously embarked assault troops 
am equipaent whi1e remaining in cOlIlbat support ot torces actua11y engaged 
ashore 0 

(4) First time SENSORS were emp10yed by an ARG/SJJ1! team in an Aaphibious 
Objective Area. 

J 0 Bo RANDOLPH 
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TE 76.4.0.1 

TE 76.4.0.2 
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TE 76. 4. o. 3 

TE 76.4.0.4 

TE 76.4.0.5 

TE 76.4.0.6 

TU 76.4.1 

TU 76.4.2 
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TASK ORGANIZATION 

Amphibious Ready Group ALFA 

USB IWO JlMA (LPH· 2) 
USS WASHBURN (LKA 108) 
USS COLONIAL (LSD 18) 
USS WHETGTONE (LSD 27) 
USS WASHTENAW CTY (1ST 1166) 
SURGICAL TEAM ALFA 
TACRON TWELVE DET A1FA 
BJU ONE TEAM TWELVE DE~r }i'OXTROT 
ACU ONE DET ALFA 
BMU ONE DET ALFA TWO 
UDT TWELVE DET ECHO 

CAPT J. B~ RANDOLPH, USN 
COMPHIBRON THREE 

Command and Special Operation Unit CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH. USN 
COMPHIBRON THREE 

Fla.gship Element CAPT M. M. CASEY, Jr" USN 
CO, USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2) 

USS IWO ,TIMA (LPH 2) 

Tactical Air Control Element 

TACRON 12, DET ALFA 

Beach Reconnaissance Element 

UDT TEAM 12., DET ECHO 

Special Operations Element 

EJU ONE, TEAM 12, DF.T FOXTROT 

Transport Area Defense Element 

USB COLONIAL (LSD lfl) 
USB WHETSTONB (LSD 27) 

Naval Beach Party Element 

EMU 1 nET ALFA 2 

Naval Gunfire Support· Unit 

USS TAOSSTG (DD 71~6) 

Transport lTnjt 

USS IWO JD-1.A (LPH 2) 
USS WASHBUHN (LKA 108) 
USS COLONIAL (LSD 18) 
USB vTllETS'l'ONE (LSD 27) 
USS WASHTENAW CTY (LST 1166) 
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LTC . D. A. MCCOOLE. USA 
OIC TACRON 12, DET ALFA 

LTJG J. M. HOWARD, USNR 
orc, UDT 12~ DET ECHO 

LTJG A. C. REYNOLDR. USNR 
OIC, BJU I, TEAM 12, 
DET FOXTROT 

CDR D. F. HART, USN 
CO, USS COLONIAL (LSD 18) 

ENS G, I. ARMSTRONG, USNR 
OIC, BMU 1, DET ALFA 2 

CDR R. E. ADLER 
CO, USS TAUSSIG. (DD 746) 

CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, USN 
COMPHIBRON THREE 
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TU 76.1~.3 

TU 76 .l~.4 ~, 

TU 76.4.5 

TG 79.4 
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Hnterbor:M Cont.rol Unit 

1ISS COLONIAL (1ST) 18) 
llSS \JI!ETJ'JJ'HlP. (1,[;1) 27) 

Hcliborne Control Unit 

uss tWO JtMA (LPH 2) 

CAr'!' n. n, ntt'''J.DI, mm 
en, l!SG tJAff1flmn (U~" )(If.) 

con n.r. H"n'i'~ USN 
C0~ PSf~ cmnm/iI~ (um HI) 

CAPT M. M. CAS EY, Jr. t 1
'
0N 

CO, USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2) 

Special Landing Force(7-l6SEP) COL W.C. DOTy, USMC 
Southern (17-19SEP) COL C.W. BOYD, USMC 

BLT 1/26 
HMM 265 

Northern Landing Force 
RLT 
RLT-2 SECOND ROKMC BDE 

CO, SLF ALFA 

LTCOL J.e. GOODIN, USMC 
LTCOL R.l<', GRAY, USMC 

COL KOR, KWONG SOO, ROKMC 
Chief of Staff 2nd ROKHC BD! 

Fnr.iClf1nTe (1) 
cor::'?1 m;.N'TIAJ. 
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4. CTC 79.4 (COMMANDER SLF ALFA) EMBARKED IN USS two .lIMA (LPH 2) DESIGNATED 
COHMANDZR LANDING FORCE (CLF)OF SOUTHERN LANDING FORCE FOR USMC OPS. CHIEF 
OF STAFF 2rm ROKMC BDE EMBARKED IN IWO JIMA (LPH 2) DESIGNATED CLF NORTHERN 
LANDING FORCE FOR ROlMe 0PS. • 
S. Com4ND RELATIONSHIP IAW PARA 3X. (2) AND (3) OF REF A. WHEN UNITS OF 
SECOND ROKMC BDE ARE FIRMLY ESTABLISHED ASHORE AND AT A TIME MUTUALLY AGREEABLE 
TO CATF AND CLF NORTHERN LANDING FORCE, ONE RLT OF 2ND ROKMC BDE WILL CHOP 
DIRECTLY TO CG 2ND ROKMC BDE. 
6. COMUSMACV WILL PROVIDE ANTI-INFILTRATION/F.~ILTRATION PATROL CRAFT 'OR 
THIS OPERATION AND WILL PROVIDE CAS AND omSK SUPPORT AS AGIlEID UPOH WID 'CATJ' 
lAW PARA 1B(1) OF REF A. . 
7. THE AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA (AOA) WILL BE PIlOMl1LGATID BY SIPARATE IIBSS4GI. 
8. NICKNAME FOR THIS OPERATION WILL BE DEFIANT STAND WITH TEHTATIVE S-OAY 'c 

8 SEPT 69 AND D-DAY 12 SEP 69. S AND D DAYS AND R AND L HOUU TO BI "l'1'lIII1lfBD 
AND CONFIRMED BY CATF. WHEN ALL FORCES ARI PREPARED, CArr RIfORT TO ORIC STATE 
OF READINESS AND FINAL CONFIRMATION CONCERNING S AND D-DAYS, B AID L HOUIS. ' 
EXECUTE ON S AND D-DAY AT HAND L HOURS UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED. UPOIl'r IXEC­
CVTtON TIO ALCON. 
9 • SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS. 

Ao WITHDRAWAL lAW ANNEX B TO REF A. 
B. EXPECTED LENGTH OF OPN IS TWELVE DAYS. 
C. S~DA¥ IS DAY FOR LANDING OF SLF ALFA IN SOUTHERN PORTION OF AOA AND 

D-DAY IS DAY FOR LA,NDING OF ROKMC IN NORTHERN PORTION OF AOA. 
10. TER~!!NATIGN lAW ANNEX B TO REF A. 
11. PiJRUC AP'P.AIRS rAW A.W1'T1"~ V TO REF A. 
12 • ~mr-RADEn TO CONFIDENTIAL "TPON TERMINATION. 
GP-4 
BT 
2693 

nNNVV PRTr02325 
024282 
o Q/ .. 1218Z SI'.'P 69 
PM CCMS EVEN'l"HFI.T 
TO en; SEVEN SIX PT FOUR 
em SEVEN NINE: PT FOUR 
CTF SEVEN SIX 
CTF SEVEN NINE 
COHUsmcv 
CG III MAF 
INFO CN«) 
eM!; 
CINCPAC 
CiNCPACFLT 
COMNAVFORV 

. COMPIIIB.PAC 
CG FMFPAC 
CG FMFPAC(ft1D) 
CG FIRST MAW 
CG AMBRICl.L DIV 
CG FlllST MARDIV 
CTf .ONE ONE FIVE 
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NNNNVV PUSN13364 
123143 
o 290052Z AUG 69 
PM COMSEVENTHFLT 
TOCTG SiVEN SIX P'1' FOUR 
CTC SEVEN NINE PT POUR 
CTF SEVEN SIX 
eTr SEVEN NINE 
COMUSMACV 
CGllI MAF 

'INFO CNO 
Q{C 
CINCPAC 
Cl}tCPACFLT 
oCoMNAVFORV 
COMl'B.I1PAC 
CC°!'MFPAC 
CC FMFPAC (FWD) 
CG FIRST MAW 
CG AMERICAL DIV 
CG FIRST HARDIV 
CTF ONE ONE FIVE 

PAGE Tt,ojO RUHGSAF2693 SEC RET 
CTF SEVEN THREE 
CTP SEVEN SEVEN 
ere SEVEN SIX PT FIVE 
CTC SEVEN NINE PT THREE 
CMDR SEVENTH AF 
CG SECOND ROKMC BDE 
ZEN/eTG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE 
CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT ONE 
CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT 
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ZEN/em SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE 
NAVCAMS WESTPAC ° 

NAVOOMMSTA WESTPAC 
G'TU SEVEN EIGHT P'1' ONE PT ONE 
B'lt' 
SEC RET 
OPERAtION DEFIANT STAND INITIATING DIRECTIVE (U) 
A. MY OPLAN 101~69 
B. NWP 22(8) 
1. SITUATION: CG III MAP HAS REQUESTED THE EMPLOYMENT OF AN ARC/SLF IN SUPPORT 
OF 9PER4TIONS IN THE ICTZ. COMSEVENTHFLT WILL PROVIDE TG 76.4/79.4 AND SUCH 
OTHm FORCES AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THIS OPERATION. INITIATING DIRgcorIVE IS FOR 
PLANNING PURPOSES. THE OPERATION WHEN EXECUTED, WILL BE. CONOOCTED IN ACCORDe\NCE 
WITH REF A AND B. 
2. MISSION: COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE (CATF) CONwer A COMBINED SEARCH 
AND CLEAR AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION EMPLOYING SLF ALFA AND ELEMENTS OF 2ND ROKMC 

. BRIGA~E AGAINST VC/NVA FORCES INAMPRIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA IN QUANG NAM AND 
QUANG TIN PROVINCE OF ICTZ OR OTHER OPOATIONS AS AGREED UPON WITH CG III 
MAF OR HIS DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE. 
3. eTG 76.4 (COMPHIBRON 3) EMBARKED IN USS IWO JlMA (LPH 2) DESIGNATED CATF. 
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'" PAGE 'l'WO SIC RET 
CD SEV. THRD 
C'l'F SEVIlf sIVa 
C'IG SIVER SIX PI FIVE 
CN SB1(IlI BID PT FIVE 
CN SEVU BIO PT THREE 
CDR SBVEITR AF 
CG SECOIID ROD«: BDE 
CN SEVER 'l'RREI PT FIVE 
CN ONE ORE FIVE PT ONE 
zo/en; SEVEN ZERO PT EICHT 
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ZER/c'J'It) SEVER ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE 
crn Sgvll:H EIGHT PT ONE PT ONE 
ZEN/USB TAHJSSW 
TG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR 
BT 
S E CR E T 
OPERATION DEJ!l'IANl' STAND AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA (U) 
A. C(oo!!SEVF.v.rn9IFLT 290712Z AUG 69 tIlTAL 
B. CT~ '16 A· 040530Z SEP 69 PASEP 
J.. Mrr)P:~FY kEF A ro REFLECT PRECISE DEFINITION OF AOA AS SET FORTH 
P,E'&' P. 
GP-4 
BT 5485 

ZTTS~~ ~U~jSPAQ1Z6 2490710-SSSS--RHMHAFA RBMSMVA RUMRLA 
RUMU.IE FmjJ[,~'1!~nln-~GJ.{A RUMLMPA RUHGJVD RUAOAJA RUMFSAA RHMCSDG. 
ZNY sss~s 
Z 0 Q601 lOZ SEP 69 
m COM!SlE'Wn1'IW][,'!' 
TO R}1!1t."'IAp~/CG III MAP 
RH'MSMV A !COMIIJSMACV 
INFO RlJMl]l'VVCa FlIi!ST HARDlV 
RUMLLI8/CG A~~RICAL DIV 
R~/CG FJRST MAq 
F.m1HGKAiCG SRCorro R()~ BDB 
P.l~AiCG MRWGCMll 
R1!JllllGJnTDlcTlP' SRVDJ SIX 
EnA~AJrA/cTlF' SEVEN NINE 
IWMFSAA!CTG SF.:VEF.J SIX PT FOUR 
R1!JMll'SAA/CTG sr.vlfl'J Hum PT FOUR 
RHMCSDG/CTG ONE mm FIVE PT ONE 
B:' 
SEC RET 
R~UIl:ST FOR CI!lI.A!VkjE IN EMPLOYMENT OF ARG/SLF ALFA (U) 
A. CG III MAW 060412Z SEP 69 
B. COMSEVENTl~LT 060558Z SEl? 69 
1. REC~rn:rmATHm SET FORTII REF A 'ID ADVA!'CE S DAY 'l'O 7 SEPT APPROVED. 
REF B ~{()NFml!) un TIATn~t; l'TRrcTIVE FOR OPU DEFIAMT STAND ACCORDIRGLY. 
GP-4 
BT 

~ 0726 
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orrSZ!1JW RUYPXXC2108 24 70540.S888. -RUBJ'SPA RUYPstD RUAOAJA RUYPSYI 
RtJMLl.IB RUYPSYF RUMRGK ROHLPAA RUYPBYK RUMPSAA RlIMCSDC. 
ZNY aSS8S ZYO RUMFSRH 
o P 040530Z SIP 69 
PM CTC SIV!N SIX PT FOUR 
TO RURJ'SPA/COMSEVENTHFLT 
INFO lIDYPSYD/CG III MAF 
za/r:n SEVEN SIX 
RUAOAJ'A/CTF SEVEN NIN! 
RUYPSYE/CG FIRST MARDIV 
RUMLLIB/CG AMERlCAL DIV 
RUYPSYF/CG FIRST MAW 
RUMBGK/CG SECOND ROKMC BD! 
RUMLPAA/CTF ONE ONE FIVE 
RUYPBYM/CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT 
RUMPSAA/cro SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PI' NINE 
RHMCSDG/CTG ONE ON! FIVE PI' ONE 
ZEN/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR 
ZEN/TG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR 
RUMFSAA/USS TAUSSIG 
BT 
SECRET. 
OPERATION DEFIANT STAND 

PAGE 2 RUYPXXG2tOB SEC RET 
AMPLIFYING I~O CONCERNING AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA (C) 
A. OOMSlr/E~T 290052Z AUG 69 (NOTAL) 
B. COMSEV·ENTRFT..,''r 290712Z AUG 69 (NOTAL) 
1. (8) m.TF.!NG COORDINATION CONFERENCES BETWEEN eTC 76.4/79 It 
,MID REPS CG III M.W, CG 2ND ROKMC BDE. CG FIRST MARDIV AND CG . 
AMERICAT ... DIll THE PRECISE DEFINITION OF THE AOA FOR SUBJ OPERATION 
HAS BEEN MUWALLY AGREED UPON AS FOLLCMS: 

A. ~EA'iIARD AOA~ AN AREA ENCOMPASSED ON THE NORTHWRST BY A: LINE 
nRAtl!N' 050 DEG TaUE FROM BT 096680/9 FOR A DISTANCE OF FIFTEEN 
MILES. ON THE SOUTHEAST BY A LINE DRAWN 050 DEG TRUE FROM BT 

. 292391/6 FOR A DISTANCE OF FIFTEEN MILES AND ON ·TTIE NORTHEAST 
BY It. L1NE CONNECTING THE SEAWARD END OF THE NORTHWEST AND SOUTH 
&AST P.OUNDARIES. THE SURFACE AREA OF THE OFFSHORE_.ISLANDS IS 
EXt~UJDED. 

B. LAW.JARD AOA: THAT LAND ARFA ENCOMPASSED BY A LINE DRAWN 
TllRmJGH THE FOLLOWING GRID COORDINATED AND GEOGRAPHICAT. TERRAIN 
FEATURES (ALL GRID COORDINATES 8T) AT THE SOUTH CHn'!\. SEA FROl! 
220576/2. SW ALONG THE CUA DAI RIVER TO 172542/1. SH TO 165532/2 . 

. "'0 160530/5. WEST TO 150530/4, SW TO 145523/0 SOUTH TO 1445J.3/R, 
8\01 TO 0350517. SOUTH Fm.L~nNG THE~SONG LYLY RIVER TO 14646011. 

PAGE 3 RUTPXXG210B SEC RET 
iSE 'TO 175443/4: HE TO THE TROUNG GIANG RIVER AT 220460/4 THENCE 
ME ALONGCURV>ING TRAIL TO SHORE LINE AT 243480/1. THE LANDHARD 
AnA WILL BE SUBDIVIDED INTO THE NORTHERN AO AND THE SOUTHERN 
AD BY A LINE DRAWN TIfROUGH THE FOLL01nNG GRID POINTS (ALL BT) 
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BEGINNING ,\ - T "','{ P.IVER AT t44480/1, EAST ALONG THE 48 
GRID T.TS~ , ", ,'r' ~H' PROVINCIAL BOUNDARY AT 156480/4, 
NE N, ,~'"' "':, 1 83500/7 EAST TO 190503/8, TO 
2005,';:, I .' , ,; ~,2;)/3 TO 2205~3/4, THERC!' ,EAST 
TO JUNCTION 'J_ :'()UNDARY WITH SOUTH CHINA SEA. . 
c. AIR SPACE~ 'C', "m SPACE OVER THE LANDWARD AND SEAWARD AOA 
FROM 0. '":'0 ~5 r"'-'''- "t';, FRF.E AIR TRANSIT WILL BE GRANTED FROM 
7,OOC 
D. TRE l-: 
MANDER LM--
SOUTHERN : 
FOR US'HC r' 

2. (C) Pf"',T-r' 

AOA AS '.~. 
GP-4 
BT 

2t08 

NNNN 

, ':'11 E LANrMARD AOA IS ASSIGNED TO COM­
'O>-H'. FOR ROKMC OPERATIONS AND THE 

TO COMMANDER LANDING FORCE (SOUTH) 

':CDTrIED TO REFLECT DEFINITION OF 
W PLANNING CONFERENCES. 
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cgolllLOCjJ OF IYUD 

24 AUG 1969 
',~.~! .. :;.';,~{:,~l:-I.\:_~:' '.: ',':,",.' ,. ". '1,"'" ,J r,', ' ;' ,', \'".~ ~,"". ';." 

'. \];~\1;1,~,:·:"h' .• eoeived flnti~1nclic.UOD' frCMI.CO •. 111 MAl th.t:: aD 811Phibi_1 . 
. ' operation wa.cnt_pl.ted 1D ,the ae.r future. 

2S AUO 1969 

CTC. 76.4179.4 .taff repre.eDtative. "'eaded t.b~ .... ;PUllltt.1. 
cODferenc. vit" repre.eDtativ •• '111 IIAI' .ad SICOlU) I.ODfC aa. t 
SICORD aOlCMC aDI ~,. . 

, , ~ , .'.. (. ': ... 1 :.: " , \ '. ;:": " ~:. •• ': ',' '. ,: . , • • .' .. 

26 AUG 1962 I 

1 

. 09301 - CTC 79.4 .Dd C'l'Ct 76.4 repre .. ac.t1ve. CoMucted U'iJoa ,1"c t 
.1. ; ': , III MAr cODcemi_l: tapeDdiDlcCMlbtud U8MC/lOIOfC op,r.dn. 

13008 • lepre.IDt.tive. '1'_ SBCOID IOIHC BOI vl.iea. lWO JtMA (tra 2) ,I" 
f .. ili.ria.t1oa.hipbo.rd fac1Iie',.. : 

27 . AUG 1969 
,. ~ " 

00151 - .ecetved CO III MAl propo •• l to COMBIVIlrlFLT for SPICOPS. 
, ,. " " 

0230R • lece'v.d COMSI\'DtarLT cODCun,ace for ..,lo,..a.t AlO~'L'I lallA. 

, . 1802R •• eqUelted ... '_DC as 5"/38 09 froa'Cro 70.8~9 
'. "" I.; i 

. " '; 28 AUO 1969 " 

0050B • Reque.t aubaitted to CO III 1W' for "".i.l racOD •• 1 .... c. o.~ 
.: , .. propo .. d NJA. . "1 

0930R - CTG 79.4 .~balit.d ~equelt to ~Gtn MAP~ for ~T 1/26 au .... U., 
uait.; interprec;era. iDt,no,.UOla C ... , , .... C .• .,.· .1:._; "" .. : '1 

Kit CarloD. Scout.. .. , 

• 

.. '10~OH- CTG 76.4/CTG 79~4'Dd ·.t~ff _bera cOD'f~r~'edvlth cq 1I1!1Ar ~~.ff 
concerning operation. . I 

• " I 

1947H -, CTG 79.4 .u~:Ltted requ •• t .to CO III HAF for BLT 1/26 IU"'DU.~8 
. i···· equipment ;LVT T.ak retriever ...s , crawler en ... , ' 

20028 - Subaitted o.plU,1 .. J.D~;'O. to CQIIIIBY~'r for I.DJ.~"tJ.~ 
. dir.ctive. . . . . ; . . 1 

t r , I 
I, 

I 
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29 AUG 1969 

1345H - Received iniU ••. " ..... ".:Lng direetive from COMSEVEN'11tFLT nicknaming ~ 
• the oper.tion D;nANT STAKD and design.Una CTG 76.4 as CATFI 

CTG 79.4 as Co~der Southern Landina Force and CG SECOND RO . 
BDE as Commande, Northern Landina Force. I 

i 

31 AUG 1969 I 

0001H - USS COLONIAL (LSD 18) joined TG 76.4 

0851H - ONO ADM Thomas A. ~ORER and party including COMSEVENTHPLT 
and CTF 76 visited ARG ALFA. 

1 SIP 1969 

2042H - Request for compat .ir Support submitted to CG III MAr/CG FIRSt 
~. I 

ARG ALFA maneuvered to position south of Danans from Typhoon 
DORIS evasdon. 

2 SIP 1969 

0800H - ARG ALFA returned to OPAREA to seaward of Danang from typhoon 
evasion. 

1000H - CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 staff representatives conferred with OG 111 
MAF and CG SECQND ROKMC BDE .taff concerning operation. 

"SEl 1969 
I 

0900H - CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 and CG III MAP conducted plaaniag li.ison me~ting 
with CG SECONDllODlc BDE. I 

• i 

09058 - USS WASHTENAW' CTY (LST 1166) joined TG 76.4 and USS CLEVELAND I 

(LSD 7) depart~ TG 76.4 for duty as erF 7_~ Flagship. i 

'4'SEP 1969 
i 

. i 

1500H - Assistant Secr.tary of the Navy (Manpower and Resetve Affairs)'. 
Honorable Jame' D. HITTLE, visited ARG ALFA. 

SSEP 1969 

0930H - CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 st.ff representatives conducted liaison 
planning visit with CG III MAP representatives concernins 
operation. NOtAM request submitted to COMUSMACV and DIRECTOR 
TACC SEVENTH Ar. 

1000H - CO, BLT 1/26 en,d BLF ALFA representativ~8 made aerial reconn.-ssan. 
of proposed landward AOA. . . i 

I 
, 

1330H ... c'n' 76/CTF 79 Visited AllG ALF! for brief concerning operatio~l 

• I 
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" " " , 

DECLASSIFIED 

: ' 

093oa. - CTC 76.4/CTO, 19.' ,a .. d ataff ftpre.e .. utive.con41lcted n •• l' , 
pre-operation vi,it to CO %11 HAP Illd co ... ucted U.iI- vltlt, 
tlO prlOvincelOff~~ia11 ".adquarter. ia ,. Iy.. ": 

10\0 .. UOOH - RADM ,. B. '~ORU, (Me), CDlCPACFL'l' ,Medtoal Offtc.r ... ·vUlt •• ' 'I1fO 
JIMA.· '" ' 

1200- Notified S-Day tlo be 7 vice 8 Sept_bel'. 'I 
1600H - Cellducted pre-e~ratieD briefiD. fGr ABO ALPA ullit o~n4er. 

ocboard flallhi~ In Dannl· : ,: " ';; , " ,,;" I 

1917H - CAT!' (CTO 76 .4)'oafined D-.,., aad readlnel. to ce"'uct tba" I 
IOperatiell I 

"" ' \ 

Z SIP 1969 - (S-Day - USMC operaUoD. co.eaceF i , ,i 
ooOlR - WRBl'S'1'OD a .. ~ dutie. of UDT cntrol .hip. '. 

OlOOR - WHETSTONE ellter4Mi,, NJA to conduct UDf c,'l':aacie','ullI "~acb .urvey' f 
, GRID leach., uor operate. frca .11 provided by C'l'G 11S.1 

0100-0400H - CLEV!LAlU) ~,'.ollducted falleUDT beach ~urvey 11l luppert of I' 

, S-Day operltions. 
II i 

04001ll - CAft' directed "land the waterborne 1 .... iIl8 ferce... , i 

0501H - CATF confirmed R and L hours.' ", ' I 

0645-0654H - TAUSSIG conducted NG, prep GRIBR Beach and beach luppert •••• 
, ! I 

0650-07058 - Cenducted .ir prep of caBn Beach and beach .upport are,l. I 
0702H - Wave ONE (10 LVT',) ,carrying AL'A and BRAVO'Companiel 'touched 10W1l. 

Q715H - CA'lT dire.c.ted "land the heUborll8 l_dilll force". , I 
! 

0745-0759H - TAUSSIG eOilducted KG, prep LZ QUAIL. .. , 

I 
I 

I 

I 

08001ll - CAtl directed t ... Hour be dela,ed due te 'beavy reill lquaUI. 

0805-08208 - CondhJ~ted _ir prep LZ QUAIL. 
I 

,09028 - CBARLl! Company landed in LZ. QUAIL. (L-Rour ~I delayed b~ CA,> 

0917-09298 - TAUSSIG cODducted'RCF prep 1.Z B'CI.B.j 

101S-1032H - Conducted lir prep LZ EAGLE. ".. , I 
,I 

102511 - Completed heliCOpter insertion of CW'l.IBCOIq)an1 i"LZ QUAl~.1 

1037K - Commenced tnsertion of DELTA C.-paIlY in LZ BAGLI. , I 
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12171 - Coapl.ted h.licoPt.r in •• reionof OIL'll. Co.plny i. LZ 'IACLI. 
, ' 

1217B -L.ndi .. of ,.U •••• ult·.l ... tecOIIpl.teel. 
, , 

I 
I • fj, .. 

12208 • C_need helo ·i .... rtio. of ,lLT 1/26 COla." Group vicinie, of 
GRIIR Be.ch. i 

~" 

1300B - c";leted ineer,ion of M.T 1/.26 CQlDIG4 Group. 
.hore aove .. nt ~OIIpl.te. 

Schedul.d .hip to 

"~:~ 

ISP 1969 

000,1 ... AIG AUA conU"\Jed .upport olBLT 1/26 lltaore 1

; 

1300B • CD 76 v:Llited C'M 76.4 .nd CM 79.4 for'pl ... ia./U.iloa •. 

9 SR· Utt 
0001 •• AlG ALPA continu.d .upport of BLT 1/26 •• hore. 

:, 09001- C~DCed e.b.l'. of ILT 2. SICOJm lODe ,II>I .bo.rel AlG .h$-,. b 
•••• ult cr.ft aOd helicopter. ,from vicinity SICORD lODe IDI 
C08lIDCI POlt. (OR1D BT 13,6626). ' 

09301 - cm 79.4 vidte' CG,.IIlMAF",for. plana1DI' aDell 11.'.on. 

1300B - TAUSSIG rearme4, frOil PAllCU'i'I'. 

~'.' ')0 SIP 1969 

000111 - ARG AUA conti.Qed support of ILT 1/26 a.hor •• 
. I',., .. .c f · " • 

, , OaOOlt - COIIIIII8need shipb,ard amphibious oper.tions faUi.riution tr.i 1 •• 
onboard AIG sh+,s for ILT 2 IOIMC. 

, 083011 - CG SECORD IOIQC,,:Bl)! visited em 76.4/CTG 79.4/RLT 2 ROIMC f ... ' 
briefing/Uaia";". ;:C' 

, . ~ ~; 

08551 .. WASRBURR/WHETSTONE/TAUSSIG refu.l.d .nd r.c.iv.d fl •• t fr.llht '1'0. 
, " MARAT!!. 

1000& :. TAUSSIG re.ned' froal P~CUTIN~' ,. 
• 

1325-1800H - WHETSTONE/WASRTIRAW' eft ccmducted IDiP~Dan"l aad lo.ded' , 
BLT 1/26 r~lIupply. "':. 

11 SEP 1969 

00018" ~ AlG ALPA conti~~ed support BLT 1/26 •• hor •• 
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'COtfFIDEm'IAL 
i::C ::.:;:',.': i'" oJ I 

lHSH ~ C"T, G 7,6 .4/CTG 79.4/~.,LT 2 ao1<MC, h,ost, e,~ aeeu"'.t" ~"~ "O,'"f.,,', ft', ,~Q," ~, " If 0, r L, , to BVN, CG III MA!,~' CGARVN tCT~'V~t "'~~"11~ I'_~: ,~ II., :,~I 
CG SttCOND RODIC BD~ and ~OMPHlBro.S~~m", l'f~~'~,~ "~', 'I,,' '~"'~:': ,~ 

~1~~O,.1800H - WASHBURN con~ueted INREP Da,nan~ .,~ .~~~~~ I:l H~t t,tt.\\~,~~,~~ 

2,9.3,O~ • CATF confirmed D-Day and read1nen to ~~~~~,~~ ~~It: ~fl'iU!U,"\\~, 

U-!R..,!J.ll 
r'I': 

~19;~lH • A~G ALFA continued support of ~'t, \/26 ~,~:~t~~ 

0r~51~ . ~~f\T l,ondocted e1an~e8t1ne che~k ~~~~!y, ,~ "~ 'k~'~":~ ti!l9.;\'i H~~,\ 
pel'. " ' ' 

OSOO-0745ii .' CTG 76.5 with ARG BRAVO conduc::ted d,ce.eU0 9, ~, .. ~'UQ',', 9"~.l\\'ttl, 
,8otrri.er Island south of th6 AOJ. i~,~'~,~*~'~~~'~,""~:,~:f',,':tf~t~~'~:' 

O~15li - CATF directed "land the hel1borne ~~~~!'~i'! f~I~~:f,I, •• 

~l30R - CATF dh'ect«>o "land the w8terborn~, ~~~'~~'i'\, ~~I~,~:"III!.< 

0730H • Kol'e.ftL Amba188dor to lWN, .Hono.tt.b.\. 8.,.SH. 1~ •• ' .. ~~"". ".'.'.C~':'.'\. 99.,., .. _.,. '.'. !':V 1
' 

V'IC! CG .ROKF;'F t CG111 MAP, 00, S~~lf'~':t~ ~l~~:l',\.,.~~'.'~~"«V-;' 
TSlJk Group aMps to observe the R()t(M¢ badin,." ill",! ". ~ I, •. 1 ,,';'I,L c, 

I I,' 'I' :' 

0752-0759H - Cond"c;ted air prep LZ SPARROW. 

0800H ,. COIlIlpl:lt1lY 2 j - 5/2 ROl<MC landed LZ SPARROW. 

080e .. 0814R{ .. Conducted air prep LZ DOVE. 

0825H ~ Compa~" 26 - ';J/2ROl<MC landed in LZ, DOVE. 

0917-0930H - 1'AUSSIG conducted NCF prep RED. Beac::h. 
0905H - C~~'Ilp&ny 27 - 5/2 ROKMC landed 1.n LZ SP~RR~;. ' 
0928H w Wave ONE (ll-LVI' s) carrying RLT 2/2 RO~.landed .. at .m. BJ.eb. 

(M-Hour minus 2 minutes) '1 i ',i,' 'I. .. t' ,l: 1, "L;, ,1' ",,),,"L: ii, " 

1100H - Ltlnding of all assault elements completed. 
I, ", i' 11' 

1300H - TAUSSIC rearmed from VIRGO. 

13 SEP 1969 

OOOlH - ARC ALFA continued support of BtT 1/26 a~d ~~70'~{ ~~~3 ~.~o~~~, 

, . . ) 
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Q~3,0~~,-AAVN.,CGJ.OT~vCG'Ill MAF and cIs 111 MAP vllited cm 76.4/CTG 79.4 
, " .for brief. ,," -,' ~. . ., 

1250H - COLONIAL/WHETSTONE/TAUSSIG conducted VERTREP with NIAGARA FALLS. 

'i3POH'~CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 conduct~d liaieonvi.eit to III MAF. 

14 SEP 1969 

'OPOlH - ARC ALFA continued support of BLT 1/26 !lnd RLT"2 ROKMC.a8hore. 

0810H - CG SECOND ROIGll BDE aboard Flagship for vi8it with RLT 2 SECOND 
ROICHe BDE. 

1500H • COMNAVCOM, RADM F. J. FITZPATRICK, and party and CTC 76 visited 
Flagship for communications briefing. by CTG 16.4/CO, twO JIHA. 

1900H • COLONIAL/TAUSSIG refueled from CUIPOLA. 

lS SEP 196.~ 

0001H - ARG ALFA continued support of BtT 1/26 and RLT-2 ROKMC .shore. 

1300H • TAUSSIG rearmed from VIRGO and eonduet.a VERTREP with CAMDEN. 

• 

0830-1800H - WHETSTONE in Danang for INREP and loading of BLT 1/26 resupply. 

1130H - CTG 76.5 visited eTC 76.4 for brief on operation. 

1l30R - eTG 79.4 conducted liaison with III MAF and FIRSt MARDIV.<',~ 

!LllP 1969 

0001H - ARC ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 an~ RLT~2 ROKMC ashore. 

0900H - CG SECOND ROKM~ BDE visited CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4/RLT 2 ROKHC for brief. 

!Z..!!!P 19(> 9 

OOOlH - ARG AJ .. FA c;oll'itinued support BLT 1/26 and RL'l'-2 ROl<MC ashore. 

UI0n - COL C. 'H. BOYD p Jlt.» USMC relieved COL "'. C. DOTY 9 Jr. p USMC as 
Commander SLF ALFJ./C"1:G 79.4;, 

lSOOR - CTG 79.4 co~ducted liaison visit to III MAF FIRST MAW and FIRST MARDIV. 

1600-19008 - COLONIAL/t'lASHBURN conducted INREP in Danang. 

1700H • COLONIAL offloaded portion of BLT 1/26 vehicles in Danang not 
required for operation. r 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

18 SIP 1969 

e' 
DECLASSIFIED 

0001R - ARC ALFA continued support of BLT 1/26 and RLT-2 ROkMC'I.hore • .. 
0800-1800H - WASHBURN/COLONIAL in nanang for offload selective BLT 1/26 

equipment for overland movement to BLT 2/26 field position,. 

0830H - TAUSSIG refueled from GUADALUPE. 

0900H - BBckloaded selective elemel1lts of BLI 1/26 to COLONIAL/WASHTBNAW cn/ 
WHETSTONE. 

0930H - eTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 conducted liaison/planning visit with CG III MAP 
repreRent8tives concerning withdrawal and offload of BLT 1/26. 

1230H - RLT- 2 ROKMC Commander and St.,ff departed ',!WO ,JlMA ,for ,:tel01C4t,ion tn 
northern /',()f>. ashore. 

&9 ~ EP .!26.,2, 

0001N - AItG AI.:f/'i (ont illued (Hlpport of BLT 1/26 and RL'l'- 2 ROlCMC .alhore. 

0700H - Commenc(!d ta...::ticaJ w.lthdrllW'al BLT 1/26 equipment by lurflce lad 
hel icopter mov(>.m~nt,. 

OSOO-IBOOH - ~IASHBURN continued ofHoad BLT 1/26 equipment in OlIn.as 
for. rdo-:;at10n to ne," £:I.e ld post t~on. 

0900H ~ Tn'UH,1 PI rl'!l (:OM<;F'G Tl'lam nm to NEW ORLF.ANS. 

1319H - COll'pleted I accttclIl "d.thd.,8:i'81 of ELT 1/').6. 

1700H - TAtTSSJG dlopp(~r1 to I[)])CON Cl'H 70.8.9 

1700H - RLT-? POK~G,chopf!'f'd, orc~~ ,Cr, SECOND ROKMC oBDE. 

1700H - Dissolved the A0A, terminnte~ Operation DEFIANT STAND and all 
unitfl depm:-tcr{ tt"lc ElI'CfI in pr.CplIr.'lItion for. offloading BLT 1/26. 

• 
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DECLASSIFIED 

,.,", :.: 

, pwNING/OPERATIOIlS ", 'd ." ':' ." " - ,', ',/ 

,(e) ~ 29 August 1969, CG, III MAF requested and rece1.,.d approYal. 
l~~i:!1,It;a~~;:~ri,l~~ Of ARG/s.\.F ALrA from COMR~I'rHJ'L'l'. 8i1Nl~ 
• ., aOKMC BDE 8.lJaigned RLT-2 •• the ROKMC a .. aul:~ roF!" iJa .. 
'~J."'~.l,~~)),pe.d. op.r .. t 1on. '. '!'be pJ'opoeed operatiOD. AI to caacl\lQt, 
'1'!;~ ••• aroh and clear operation to return an area located on lortbe_ 
.':' '1IIft'~:er Island in the Quang Nam and Quang Tin Provincel to DOral. 

" under the accelerato4',PMiticatioD prOlram. ' 'I'M' al"H H" 
iUU* &bout 16 miles loutheut of Danang on the 'Quth 8ide ot tAle ... 

it'J}jfM'~, .;rM,l" .. r." .. , . : i' 

3. (C) The initial planning conference was conducted 25 AUSU.t with 
HPnlent .. tivel G,r CG SECOND ROKMC BDE and CG, III MAr pl\il the USMC 
M111tar.r Advisors to the SECOND ROKMC BDE at the SECOND !OKMC BDI 
BetAq,\l&Z"\4tr il.· , At, this meetina the broad outl1ne. ot theRODIC aDd 
USMC p&Z't:lc:l.pat1on in the combined operation vere disous •• 4·aD4. ,;;, 
•• 1'1.. ot tollow, 'on planzaipc oonterencel were .cbeduled. The ute. 
to ca.aence the operation, total length, termination and c~ u4 

, .. ,.J __ ~;~ Cli,IClIoIP-'_;, A tll"11 a4erltaa41nc"" qldpklf' \, 
, n ..... 1Ihat the COJIIIIlIonder lorthern Land1nt rorce WOuld' "" CIO'f .... ~. • 

IOIMC aDd the Commander SoutherntLanding Force would be CSLF ALPA 
botlt.M9:1'~~g in ~allel with CA'rF (CARG ALFA) duriag the pl_n1ns 
ph&! and both reporting to CA~ during the exeoution ph .... 

4.;(~,:, Qp.~6A~t the beginning of a series of pla.rminS cout-.ren •• 
cODenced at the Headquarters SECOND ROKMC BDE. As this vu to be 'bile ' 
tirst amphibious assault operation for the ROKMC in Vietnaman4 turtber t.#1*' ~;1.n~ ROKMC/USMC amphibious aSBaul taiooe the ICoreaD 
Wa.:r ~~~, many.details, were to, be solved ,and much understuclla8 ... 
tabe required. Patience, cooperation, and appreciat!on ~or' Yartoua 
positione·was the watchword. These planning conterences continued CD 
a~:, !~"~8 lUl~ll' 1 ~eptember when ARG ALFA ma.neuverea to evade 
Typhoon ,~" ,Returning to the Danang area on 2 Septeaber t J)lcmtraa 
:resumed at full tilL . Possibly the biggest single problem was the proper 
scheduling, staging and embarking of the ROKMC personnel andequip1lel1t 
in ARG ALFA shipso This was further complicated as USS CLEVELAND 

,(LrPl) dep~ed AHG ALFAon 3 September to become CTF 'l6.Flacahip •. 
. This ot courSI'! meant, reshuffling her lo&d t(> two augme.nt!ngAtG .1,.. USS 

COLONIAL (LSD 18) became an ARG ALFA member on 31 August and USS'~· 
W~lJ'lJI~;;COtm~ (LST 116) joined the ARG on 3 September.', 

These conferences resulted in: 

" a o , Establishment of S-Day 8 September as the initial a8s8tUlt 
dq for the Southern Landing Force (SLF ALFA) 0,. 

DECLASSIFIED 

.... 



DECLASSIFIED 
•• 11 

CONFIDENTIAL 

b. Establishment of D-Dq 12 September as the initial 8;Ssault 
d8iV' for the Northern Landing Force (RLT-2 ROKMC). 

:q,~;" Coordination of the scheme of man~uver tor BLT 1/26 and 
RLT-2.,' 

d. Location of friendly USMC/ROKMC/RVN Popular Forces/AMERICAL 
DIV Forces and en~ units. ' 

e. Designation of safe fire, no fire, and coordinated fire areas. 

f. Coordination for control of artillery, naval gunfire and close 
air support. 

g. Exchange of liaison personnel. 

h, Delineation of communication, 'r-:quirementsand' location Of equip­
ment aboard ships for RLT-2. 

i. Producing a workable orderly Embark Plan for RLT-2., 

J. Structuring assault craft/wave diagrams for RLT-2~ 

k. Sc~eduling embark dq as 9 September for RLT-2. 

1. Scheduling 10 September for shipboard training and familiar­
ization for RLT-2. 

m. Scheduling 11 September as a full rehearsal day for ARG 
ALFA/RLT-2. 

n. Selecting proper assault beaches and providing for check 
surveys to be conducted. 

o. Selecting a proper beach for Embark Day adjacent to the SECOND 
ROKMC BDE Command Post and accomplishing a full daylight survey to deter­
mi,ne suitability. 

p. Establish procedures whereby ARG ALFA ships would be reim­
bursed for food costs during the period RLT-2 would be embarked. 

q. Establishing a PSYOPS program. 

r. Plans being formulated for BLT 1/26 to use sensors. A,first 
for ARG/SLF operations ashore in an AOA. 

s. Mutual support agreement by CTG 115.1 to provide WPB type 
craft for seaward exfil tration and NGFS suppor~ and PCF type craft for 

, river exfiltration and close fire support. 

to Airlift support agreements were made with CG FIRST MAW 
representatives. 
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5. (C) hlo:b "!lQ"t'h! planning phase ARG/SLF ALFA hosted ero, "AJ)H MOORER 
and his party plus COMSEVENTHFLT, VADM BRINGLE and CTF 76, RAD( ROSENBERG 
for a visit aboard !WO JlMA, WHETSTONE, and CLEVELAND on 21 August. iftt:h 
was tolloved by a visit on 4 September trom the Assistant Secretary dttMe 
Navy (Manpower and Reaerve Attairs) Honorable James D. HITTLE accompanied 
by COMSEVUTHFLT. On 6 Septembel"t!' .. j)I' ....... aul:t'~day-.~ ARG~,ALlI'ACh.i~d '. 
a visit by CINCPACFLT Medical Officer, RADM F. B. VORIS (MC) 1n the AM and 
conducted pre-assault day briefings in the PM. 

6. (C) A formal tinal planning conference with ARG/SL"I' AL"I'A vu hosted. by 
CO, RLT-2 ROKMC at SECOND ROKMC BDE Headquarters 3 September i969 with 
repr •• entatives trom CG III MAP, 00 fIRST MAW &I1d the 'U'BMc Mf.·l1tary A4#_or. 
to the SECOND ROKMC BDE. Presentations/disQUS810ns were conducted bt OATi 
and each Landing Force Commander. 7ioal acreaments were reached as to coor~ 
dination/liaison and mutual support requirements were claritied. Mutuai 

I agreements were made on the following: ' 

a. The Landward AOA, its outer perimeter,. dividing boundazT betwetn 
northern and !routhern sectors and a ~o ti're sepent. . 

b. Location ot triendly torces operating. in the immediate· vie!nity ot' 
the AOA. . ' 

c. Air support requirements. 

d. Prepositioning ot one battalion' of' the SECOifD ROKMC BD! to the we.~: 
ot the Northern Landing Force Commander's AOA. 

e. Exchange ot liaison ofticers incl.uding the USMC Mllitazo)r AdTinn~ 

t. A beach support area would be established in the So'uthern atctor 
ot the AOA at Red Beaoli. In the Northern sector at· Green Beach no. beacll 
support area. vas to ~! permanentll estabU sbed, but. ·would 'be activated br'th. 
GREElt. Beach PCS as required. . 

S. Resupply suppo~ tor" BLT 1/26 would be via HMM 265 helicopter' aboard 
IWO JIMA and via assault craft over RED: Beach. . . 

h. Resupply support tor RLT-2 vould be made utilizing FIRST MAW 
assigned helicopters from in-country assets and by assault qratt .over 

GREER. Beach.when required. 

t. MEDEVACS - HMM 265 would provide all madevac helos and would . 
trans tel' USMC casualties to IWO JlMA. RObie casualties would· be tlown' to' 
Danang Hospital during dqlisht hours. but would be' tlown to IWO JIMA in' 
the event ot night emerg,ncie~thentranaterred.to Danang Hospital 
whenever their condition would allow. 
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7. (c) Planning for the Amphibious Ob.1 ecti ve Area (AOA). 
~ , .. 

;, ao In establishing the AOA the fo11m-ring general requirements were 
considereti: 

(1) Sufficient land area to provide for free movement and fire 
support to prevent exfiltration. 

(2) No fire area in vicinity of RVN Popular Force located in 
extreme northeast tip of AOA. 

I •• 

: .. ' (3) Location of a mutually acceptable/supportable boundary between 
U~Mq and ROKMC sectors of·the AOA. 

(4j Selecting a fire support area to permit the NGFS ships to have 
clear gun target lines. 

(5) Not to restrict normal coastal shipping in and out of Danang. 

(6) Not to restrict normal air traffic in and out of Da.na.ng. 

(7) Permit free air transit over 7000 feet above the AOA. 

8. (C) CTU 70.8.9 provided naval gunfire support by assigning USS TAUSSIG 
(DD 7h6) fer the entire operation. 

9. (c) eTG 115.1 provided routine surveillance/exfiltraticn support along 
the Sc:mR Cua Ds:!. River 8!;,d provided HPB cre,ft in t.he sea.w[l.rcl AOA for 
cxfiltrat:ion Eud fTGPS purposes plus PCF pr('iyided 001' jm'\crtjon' EC'Cll1::i.tV. 

10. (C) Ccordinaticn of air control was effected by direct liaison of ARGI 
SLF ALFA staff representatives with the follolring agenc5.es: 

a. CG, III MlJ' 

b. CG, FIRST M.lI.W 

CO CG 9 SECOND ROKMC BDE (USMC ANGLleO Platoon) 

d. Horn DASC 

11. (C) Sensors .rere used for the first time in an ARG/SLF ALFA amphibious 
assBul t "pero.tion d.uring Operation---:OEFI~T STAND. Prior to this opcre,tjon 
15 persons (2 each from ARG/SLF ALFA staffs and 11 from BT,T 1/26) were 
provided in-country training by G-3. Special Projects Branch, III MI\F B.t 
the Hoa Cam Training Compound (ARVN training center). This same branch 
obtained the sensors from the COMUSMACV storage facility at Cam Ra.nh 
Bay. The BLT was issued 10 MINISIDS. 11 PSJDS, ene PORTATALE and extra 
batt.prr:ies. An installation for th~ POR'T'ATALE was I'Iade aboard IWO JIMA. 
for readol,.l.t information The BLT implanted the MINISIDS on 8 September ,­
at known/suspected VC/NVA crossing sites. The PSIDS wereimp'lantea to 
provide security for Cp's and to enhance the effectiveness/security of the 
USMC night patrols' and ambushes. The re.pid establishm",nt of BLT 1/26 CP 
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ashore and the short range line of sight capability indicated that the 
PORTATALE could be more effectively used at the BLT CPo BrieflY it can 
be said tftat these sensors/MINISIDS/PSIDS were effective, worked well 
and were considered a definite asset by the CO BLT 1/26. 

120 (C) CG III MAF at 1212H on 6 September recommended to COMSEVENTHFLT 
that Operation DEFIANT STAND be advanced to commence on 1 September due 

I •• 

to an impending three day truce that woUld probably commence on 8 September. 
ARG/SLF ALFA reported ready, requested that the NGFS and CAS be provided 
and that the NOTAM be released 24 hours earlier to meet the new S-Day. 
COMSEVENTHFLT approved the recommended change at l358H 6 September. Tbe 
necessary liaison was completed with all supporting commands by 1600H 
and the pre-sail conference for ARG ALFA ships waa ,held abo'ard IWO JIHA. 
Each member of the ARG/SLF ALFA team responded in prompt "can dolt manner-
a fine tribute to their professional flexibility and exceptional readiness 
to conduct the operation, 

13. (C) Coordination and cooperation was achieved at all levell Of tbe 
planning and execution phases of the operation by direct and perlonal 
liaison of ARG/SLF ALFA and RLT-2 ROKMC staff representatives with 
operating forces down to the company level. Prompt and eftective liailon, 
combined with understanding and patience, resulted in early relolution ot 
the many coordinated command decisionl required in thil the tir.t USMC/ 
ROKMC combined amphibious operation to be conducted in the pre.ent 

~ conflict in the Republic of Vietnam. The remarkable relult. achieved 
throusb many houra of direct personal coordination were indicative Of 
the true amphibious professionalism with which each task wal accompliahed. 
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INTELLIGENCE 

1. (C) IntelUlence prepar~t1.on for Operatton DEPIANT STAND wa •• i.mpUfted 
con.tderably by the fact that opet.ti.on .. JWtING.IEB~.an~ BOLD PURSUIT were 
conducted th the area s.lected for the 'AQA 1.n recent months. The tntelUs.nce 
.uaaaarte. and report. of activtUesfor tho.e two op.rattons formed the 
baete for tntelltsence material dissemtnated to all concerned. All that 
remained to be done to a .. amble • "complete {null tsence packa.e" wa. to 
update order-of-battle information, .elect a .. ault beaches ba .. d upon UD'l' 
surveys and praviou. experience in the area. and upd.t. .uch v.ri.bl. data 
.s hydrosr.phy, .stronomical dat., .nd expected we.ther .nd lurf condition •• 
All of thi. Information was ..... bled,·proc.s •• d and dt .... 1nat.d to'.ll 
eoncerned 1n the form ofa JotDtCTG 76.4/79.4 InteUlsence SU1IIII8ry 1 .. uad 
on3 S~ptem.b.r 1969. . 

2. (C) Aerial photosraphy of the AOA wa. r.que.ted throu,h III MAl' (0-2, 
Collection. Branch) and two mi •• ion. were flown tn relpons. to the reque.t. 
The f{rlt lIli •• ion wa. flown on 29 AUJU.t 1969 by the 14th Tacttc.l 
Reconnat .. anc. Win, and the IIcood flown on 4 September 1969 by Marine 
Compoait. Reconn.i.,anc. Squadron ONB of PIIST MAW. The mi •• ion flown on 
29 Ausu.t w., ulld by the III MAP' Photo/Imag.ry Interpretation Center (P/IIC). 
G-2 Collectionl Branch to provide the f~llowinB: . 

a. Photo mo.aic of AOl. 

b. Overlay of trail system wtthtn the AOA (southern portion). 

c. Overlay/study of helicopter landtnl zonel tn southern'portion of AOl. 

d. Oveday of enemy def.enses w1.thf.n the AOA • 

The m1.l1on flown on 4 September provided large scale up-to-date photography 
to BLT 1/26 of the area where blocking positions were to be established. In 
additton, a photo mosaic of each company operating area was compiled by the 
SLF S-2 and distributed to the companies concerned. RQKHC RLT-2 was provided 
two additional sets of prints of that portion of the mis8ion which covered the 
area of the AOA aSSigned to RLT-2, SECOND ROKMC Brigade. 

3. (C) Dissemination of initial intelligence and all subsequent tntelligence 
received was complicated by the fact that two separate landing forces were 
involved in Operation DEFIANT STAND one of which was baSically a non-English 
speaking foreign organization. However, enough of the officers of the SECOND 
IOlCMC Brigade spoke English 80 that any problems that arose tn that regard 
were minor tn nature and easily resolved. , 

4. (C) Operation DEFIANT STAND was somewhat unique in that two assault beaches 
withtn the AOA separated by a considerable distance were assaulted on 
separate occasions by two separate landing forces. As in Operation BOLD 
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PURSUIT~ it was decided early tn the planning phase to use CTG 115.1 pcr', 
.1 inlertton/recovery vehiclel for DDT conducting check survey. of the 
•••• ult b •• chel. Accordingly,. CTC 115.1 made avanable one pcr during the 
early morning houri of both S.Day (7 September) .nd D-Day (12 September) 
for th.t purpose. Embarkation of UDT TWELVE Det ECHO wa. made from the . 
Iloci..Crulher Pier at Danang (coordinates 49P BT 077818) at about 220011 on 
6 September for tr.nlport to and survey of GREEN Beach; and from USS 
COLONIAL (LSD 18) located approximately n OS8 'N 108025 'E at about 0001H 

. on 12. September for transport to and lurvey of RED Beach. The. flr.t 
check lurvey was accomplished without incident and verified the accur.cy 
of previous surveys. The, second check survey. however, was intentitouiiy 
aborted due to interference by a friendly unit. This occurred shortly 
after embarkation of the UDT from COLONIAL at midnisht on 12 September a. 
the PCFwa. approaching RED Beach. The Coalt Guard WPB alsigned from 
CTG 115·.1 for AOA security detected the pcr in the vicinity of the beach 
.nd believing it to be an exfiltr.ting enemy craft, a. h.d been detected 
sever.1 time. previously, closed to identify and intercept. Upon clOSing 
sufficiently the WPB illuminated the pcr thus possibly compromiSing the 
UDT million. However. after, 
returning to COLONIAL, it w.s decided to try again and thus a second 
attempt was tried about 021SH which was accompli.shed without further 
incident. The successful .ccomplishment of cl.ndestine check surveYI of 
e.ch ,of the als.ult be.chel once ag.in proved the v.lidity of u.ing pcr'l 
•• nor inlertion/recovery vehiclel in a combat environment. However. the 
inadvertent pOI.ible compromise of the UDT milsion pointed out the 
continuing importance of insuring that all concerned are aware ,of activitiel 
affecting them and that th~ necessary coordination is accomplished. 

5. (U) Overall weather support and forecast8were provided by the meteorology 
unit on the flagship. Surf forecasts were requested from'Fleet W.ather 
Central, Guam, utilizing the format contained in CTF 76 OpOrder 201-6~. 
Annex W, and proved to be accurate. . 

6. (U) No EEI'a other than those cont,ined in eTG 76.4 OPLAN IOlA-69, 
Annex C, were ~poled on subordinate units for collectten with the 
exception of determining beach data by UDT as mentioned above. All 
intelligence contained in the Joint Intelltgence Estimate proved to be 
accurate and comprehensive. 
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MEDICAL AND LOGISTICS 

A. MEDICAL 

• et (e) Tb,t 'USS ):W'O .. lIMA-wat del'lgaated .s the casualty :receiving 
shtp for, all U.S. Marbles. ROK Marine casualties were to be treated 
aboard .. twO JIMA only at \l\\tgTtl!t p wbtle durtng dayttme hour. ca.ualti.eswere 
to be taken to NSA HospUd p Danang. Medt.cal Officers on board conshted of: 

." 

(1) SURGICAL TEAM 

<a) CDl J.J. RYSlCAMP, JR. OINC 
(b). LCPI. I.F. AMBUI 
(c) LCD. T .C. BlOWN 
(d) LT T.J. FAHEY 
(e) ENS W.K. CARAWAY (NURSE ANESTHETIST) 

(2) SRlpoS MEDICAL OrFICEI. 

(f) ~T P.P. FARMER 

(3) CLEARING PLATOON 

(8) LT R.B. BATTMER 
(h) tT I.P. KING 

(4) BA'l'TALION SURGEON 

(1) LT E. VONDERREID 

(5) PLIGllH' SURGEON 

(j) LT S.A. WILSON 

b. (C) Mest wounds were due to fragment. and mts.~les. One 10K 
Mart.ne di.ed I)f a mf..uHe wound traversing the che.t and penetrating 

i,< both aides cf the di.aIlphit'a8lll~ stomach and the liver. Eventual death was 
attributed to blood 10s8 £1'0lIl the shattered l1.ver. 

c. (C) In the I~ry of major wounds as to site, many ca.ualttes 
had moltt.ple inj~rte8 and .therefore only the principle wound 18 ltsted. 

d. (C) ~a8ual~ Statistics 

(l)~ 

(a) U~its on hand prior to the operation 
(b) Units received from NSA 
(0) Fresh blood donor. 
(d) Total O~ ha~d 
(e) Total units xomatched 
(f) Total units transfused 
(g) Total. lIu'J'iU discarded 
fh) Total patients x-matched 
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(l) Total patients transfused 
(j) Transfusi.on reactions 

• (k) Returned to NSA on 13 September 
(1) Returned to NSA on 20 September 
em) Untts remalnlng on hand 

(2) SUMMARY OF CASUALTY STATISTICS· 

(a) TOTAL CASUALTIES RECEIVED 

3 
o 

10 
107 

o 

95 

1. Non-Combat 34 

2. Wounded tn Actlon (WIA)(Includes 3ROK'I) 54 
3. Kllled ln Actton (KIA) (Includes 1 ROK) 6 
~. Dled of Wounds (~) (1 ROK) 1 

(b) NON-COMBAT CLASSIFIED 

1. Bronchtt1.e 
2. Burns 
3. Concuss ton 
4. Contuston. 
5. Dental 
6. Di.arrhea 
7. Fracture 
8. FUO 
9. Infectlon 
To. Lestons of feet 
IT. Lacerat1:.ons 
12. Perforated Eardrum 
13. Puncture Wound 
14. Rat Bite 
15. Posst.ble Snake Bite 
16. Sprains 
11. Warts 

(e) COMBAT CLASSIFIED 

1. MISSILE WOUNDS 

~. Major (Includes 2 ROK's) 
~, Mtnor (Includes 2 ROK's) 

2. SITE OF MAJOR WOUNDS 

•. Upper Extremities 
~. Lower Extremities 
£. Chest 

1. FRACTURES 

a . - 'Ph" langes 

2 
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,3 
1 
4 
1 
3 
1 
1 
6 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
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7 
24 

3 
2 
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k. Fibula 
'£0 Humerus 

~. Burns (White Phosphorous) 
b, Contusi.ons 
£0 Psychogenic Shock 

1 
1 

6 
1 
1 

(d) OPERATIVE CASES PERFORMED (INItIAL IX ONLy) 

1. Major (1 ROK) 
2. Minor (2 ROK) 

5 
3 

(e) MAJOR SURGICAL PROCEDURES 

1. Debridement of Multiple Shrapnel Wounds 2 
1. BJlebridement of Gunshot Wounds to Arm 

and Ankle 1 
1. Debr{dement of Multiple Shrapnel Wounds 

with Left Subtotal Orchiectomy & Repair 
of Avulsed Right Thumb 1 

i. Open Thoracotomy & Bilate~al Thoracostomy 
wi th Chest Tube Insertion 1 

(f) SUMMARY OF OR ANESTHESIA (DlITW ax OILY) 

1-
2. 
1· 

General 
Axillary Block 
Spd,nal 

5 
3 
1* 

*One p~tient had a spinal and axUlary block 

(g) DISPOSITION 

1. Treated and Released 
2. AdmUted to Si.ck Bay (3 Rok's) 
3. Tria~ed and Transferred (1 Civilian) 
4. Dt~char8ed to ~ty 
5. Transferred 
!. Dted of Wounds (1 ROK Marine) 
7. Transferred (to care of the dead) 
8. Remaining in Sickbay end of operation 

B. LOGISTICS 

45 
24 

2 
16 

8 
1 
7 
4 

1. (C) REPLERlSHMENT: Duri.ng DEFIAIn' S'lAND the follOWing repleata .... ata 
were conducted providing support to ARG ALFA and gunfire support shtp.: 
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DATE ~ RECEIVED 

7 Sep KENNEBEC. (AO 36) Fuel 

• 
9 Sep PARI CUTIN (AE 18) Aaao 

10 Sep MANATEE (AO 58) Fuel 

10 Sep PARI CUTIN (AE 18) Aamo 

12 Sep VIRGO (AE 30) Aamo 

13 Sep NIAGARA FALLS (ArS 3) Stores 

14 Sep CHlPOLA (AO 63) Fuel 

15 Sep VIRGO (AE 30) Aaao 

15 Sep CAMDEN (AOE 2) MIllo, Store. 

18 Sep GUADALUPE (AO 32) Fuel 

19 Sep GUADALUPE (AO 32) Fuel 

2. (C) SIGNIFICANT MATERIAL CASUALTIBS: USS WASllTENAW COUNTY (LST 1166) 
experienced a bow door operating arm casualty on '7 Sept.-ber 1969, prior to 
R-hour, when the doors were opened prematurely to expedite launching LVT(s) , 
lbaiting onload/offload over the beach to favorable conditi.ons. a.all 
Craft Repair Factlity Danang msnufactured new bow door li~k and ·CASCOR 
effected 13 September 1969. 

3. (C) SIGNIFICANT PROBLEMS RELATING TO SCHEDULING OR COMPLETION OF lREPsl 
VERrREPs7u~REFS. . 

a. MOGAS. Since large quantiti.es of MOGAS are uS,ed to refuel LVT(I) and 
other <llDlphiblous vehicles durtng SPECOPS and HOGAS te normally ava'llable oniy 
in 55 gallon drums~ a aource of bulk MOGAS had to be located. 

NSA nanaog dll)ea not have MOGAS tankers available for fleet units; 
SLk' ALFA arranged for a MOGAS tanker to supply ARG ALFA LSD(s)fLsr during 
normal inport periods (Daneog). This tanker was obtai.ned by LOGR!Qmelsage 
48 hours pri.or to entering port, wi.th Force Logistics Command (FLC) as lnfo 
addressee. 

b. 501/38 AMMUNITION. Of the three AE's scheduled for ICTZ operations, 
one (MAUNA KIA) had no HE aboard and all bad limited amounts of i.llualnat{on 
aboard. Upon UNREP with VIRGO on 12 September 1969, all afloat AI assets of 
illumination ammo were depleted. Special loadout of CAMDEN and RAINIER was 
required. TAUSSIG fired a total of 695 rounds of illumination. 
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,c) uss two JlMA (LPH 2) served as CATF Flaghsip and provided the ship! 
shore termlqatlon tor Task Group 76.4 ships. Task Group Orestes was main­
~a1ned with all ships, providing a means tor ships' outgoing messages to be 
passed via the flagship to a NAVCOMMSTA tor turther relay, and a direct cir­
cuit tor delivering all ~utgoing operational me8~e8 trom the flagship to ' 
all aulened ships and· embarked units of Task Group 76.4 and Taak Group 79.4. 
The flagship's ship/shore termination and Fleet Flash net were direct patched 
through NAVSUPPACT Danang to NAVCOMMSTA PHIL. All ships were multi-channel 
broadcast subscribers, copying NAVCOMMSTA PHIL broadcast which was rebroad­
cast bY' NAVSUPPACT Danang.Recq;rd ,c~Ull1catlonB were excellent throughout 
Operation DEFIANT STAND. The initiating directive was received at 1346H 28 
August 1969. CTG 76.4 OPORDER 308~69 waa transmitted to all addreaseea at 
OIOOR 6 September 1969. . 
2. (e) Operation DEFIANT STAND, being a combined BLT!RLT opiration, required 
six additional radio circuits. The flagship was capable ot providing require. 
ments in all ranges except the VHF range. Prior to embarking the ROKMC 2nd 
RLT, tive additional VRc-46/PRC~25equipments were ,installed with antennas 
mounted along the s'tarboard flight' deck., and field remoted to the operational 
ap.oea~ .. ' lI'IIo shQ;re fire control citcui ts we.re reD'lOted to SACC and three in the 
2n4' aLToperationcontrol,', center loca.ted:on:th8"'02 .. 1evel~ti' starboard',side, Just 
forward o't Radio II. '!'he location of an'ti:ennas, a.e well as low power of the 
PRC-25 sets, caused some difficulty· in maintaining communications with tield 
units ashore. To minimize these outages the flagship operated as close to 
the beach as practicable throughout the operation. 

3. (C) Frequency assignments were adequate as assigned by COMSEVENTKFLT OPORDER 
201-68. No severe interference was encountered during Operation DEFIANT STAND. 

4. (C) The Task Group maneuvering and warning afd Task Group reporting circuits 
were covered using the NESTOR crypto system. Th~se circuits were excellent 
throughout the operation. Although these circuits were u~ed primarily for their 
designated use, the Task Group reporting cir~u;,t was used, on a not-to-interfere 
basis, as a communications coordination circuit and for passing TACLOG require­
ments trom the flagship to the primary control ship. In this manner uncovered 
voice communications were held to a minimum. 

5. (C) USKAC-288 (WHEEL CODE). This authentication, numerical and operational 
code was issued by CINCPACFLT to COMSEVENTHFLT commands for eval~ation during 
the period 15 August - 15 September 1969. CTF 76 designated CTG 76.4 to provide 
t~aining, evaluation instructions, locally prepared brevity codes, and to 
consolidate and forward evaluation reports~ Operation DEFIANT. STAND provided 
~ excellent opportunity to evaluate this s~stem under combat c9nditions. The 
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following commands under direction of eTG 76.4.,( CATl") participated in the Whe.l Code evaluation: 
. . 

USS IWO JlMA (LPH 2) 
USB WASHBtmN (LKA l08) 
USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27). 
USS·COLONIAL (LSD 18) 
USS TAUSSIG (DD 746) 
HMM 265 
BLT 1/26 

Final evaluation of UStAC-288 is al tollows: 

Authentication and numeral code: 

Excellent 

Operational code: 

There are no advantages over operational code systems now in ~se. There 18 one maJ or disadvantage in using USKAC .. 288 aa an operational code. Additional brevity codes must be available in addition to the basic publication I This is an undesirable feature,' especially tor field units and air crews. One recommendation would be to provide a capability to encrypt/decrypt the direct alphabet. This would eliminate the requirement tor brevity codes. 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

1. (C) GENERAL:. 

a. The Command Information Bureau (CIB) was established onboard USS 
IWO JIMA (LPH 2) on 6 SEP 1969. 

h. A Mobile Amphibious News Team assigned by CTF 76 reported on 4 
SEP 1969. This team initiated seven press releases on Operation DEFIANT 
STAND, in addition to an in-depth story with complete photo coverage. 

c. Proximity of Operation DEFIANT STAND to the Danang area precluded 
embarkation of civilian newsmen during the preparation phase of this 
operation. Newsmen were invited after thp i~itiai landing and 14 newsmen 
arrived. 

d. From 9-12 September, a total of twelve Korean civilian newsmen covered 
USN/ROKMC operations in TG 76.4 ships. These newsmen were escorted by 
Korean Marine Corps and Army Officers. 

e. An ABC news correspondent and photographer. escorted by a III MAP 
Marine CAPT, came onboard IWO JIMA the afternoon of 11 September and receiVed 
a briefing by CARG ALFA. This news teem spent the night in WASHTENAW COUNTY 
and landed with the ROKMC the following morning ,. 

f. USS TAUSSIG (DD 746), TG 76.4 Naval Gunfire Support ship, initiated 
a total of eight news releases. 

g. Problems encountered/adverse incidents: 

(1) This operation encompassed the first Korean combat amphibious 
assault landing since the INCHON landing in 1950- Operation DEFIANT STAND was 
initially released to the press after the ROKMC landing although USMC BLT 1/26 
had been operating in their sector of the AOA for the preceeding five 
days 0 

(2) The impending.visit of TG 76.4 ships to Hong Kong resulted in 
omission of all ARG ALFA ship's names from press releases. 

(3) News on Operation DEFIANT ST~D was released by MACV and CTU 
7801.1 only under the Korean name of VICTORY DRAGON 15-1. Both nemes, for 
reasons unknown, appeared in Stars and Stripes. 

2. (C) Visits by Dignitaries: 

a. 5 SEP 1969 - BGEN R. B. CARNEY, Jr., USMC, CG 9th MAB/CTF ~9 
RADM E. M. ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT 
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6 SEP 1969 - RADM P. B. VORIS, Me, USN, PACFLT Medical Officer 

8 BEP 1969 - BGEN W. G. JOHNSON, USMC, AWC, FIRST MAW 
• RADM E. M. ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT 

lO SEP 1969 - BGEN LEE, DONG HO, ROKMC, CG 2ND ROKMC BDE 

11 SEP 1969 - 1be HONORABLE SHIN, SANG CHUL, Korean Ambassador to the 
Republic of Vietnam 
LTGEN LEE. SAE HO, ROKA, CG ROlCF-V 
LTGEN HOANG, XUAN LAM, ARVN, CG ICTZ 
LTGEN HERMAN NICKERSON, Jr., USMC, CG III MAF 

MGEN KIM, JONG SOOt HOKA, Vice ROKF-V 
RADM E. M. ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT 
BGEN LEE, DONG HO, ROKMC, CG 2ND ROKMC BDE 
BGEN L. J. DULACKI, USMC, AC/S G-3 III MAF 

12 SEP 1969 - The HONORABLE SHIN, SANG CRUL, Korean Ambassador to the 
Republic of Vietnam 
LTGEN LEE, SAE HO, ROKA, CG ROKF-V 
MGEN KIM, HONG SOO, ROKA., Vice ROKF-V 
W'GEN HERMAN NICKERSON, Jr., USMC, CG III MAr 

BGEN LEE, DONG HO, ROKMC, CG 2ND ROKMC BDE 
BGEN L. J. DULACKI, USMC, ACtS G-3 III MAF 

l3 SEP 1969 - LTGEN HOANG, XUAN LAM. ARVN, CG ICTZ 
LTGEN HERMAN NICKERSON, Jr., USMC; CG III MAr 

BGEN LEE, DONG HO, ROKMC, CG 2ND ROKMC BDE ' 
BGEN G. E. DOOLEY, USMC, cis III MAF 

l4 SEP 1969 - RADM FRANCIS J. FITZPATRICK, USN, COMMNAVCOM 
RADM F:. M. ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT' 

Bm:N LEE, DONG HO, n.OKMC, CG 2ND ROKMC BDE 
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CONFIDENTIAL SUPPORTING ARMS 

1. (C) General. 

a. The USMC phase of Operation DEFIANT STAND began on S-Day, 7 September 
1969, with·nava1 gunfire and air preparation fires on the landing beach, 
landing zones and one diversionary target all located on northern Barrier 
Island, IeTZ. RVN. BLT 1/26 conducted a waterborne (H-Hour 070700H) and 
heliborne (L-Hour 070900H) assault to commence the first combined USN/USMC/ 
ROKMC amphibious operation of the Vietnam conflict. The ROKMC phase of the l 

operation (titled VICTORY DRAGON 15-1) began on D-Day, 12 September 1969. 
Air, Naval gunfire, and SECOND ROKMC BDE artillery laid down heavy fires on 
One beach and two landing zones in the northern end of Barrier Island in 
preparation for the ROKMC landing. RLT-2 of the SECOND ROKMC BDE conducted 
a heliborne (L-Rour l20800H) and waterborne (H-Hour l20930H) assault to 
commence the first Korean amphibious operation since INCHON in 1950. 

b. The only factor complicating the supporting arms fire was the 
initially extreme bad weather which delayed air prep and greatly reduced 
air observer effectiveness in controlling fires on S-Day and delayed L-Hour 
by 62 minutes. 

c. Naval Gunfire and Close Air Support were adequately available 
throughout the majority of the operation. However, during the restricted 
aggressive action period at the time of Ho Chi Minh's funeral, CAS was placed 
under certain restrictions. Specifically, prior to launching an on - call 
mission, the supporting agency required that an air spotter be vectored 
to the scene and verify that the requesting unit was actually receiving 
incoming fire. As a result of the hit-and-run tactics employed by the enemy, 
frequently CAS was not as effective as at other times during the operation. ~ 
The NGF and CAS provided during this operation is considered to·have been ~ 
extremely effective. 

2. (C) Naval Gunfire. 

a. Forces iqvolved: USS TAUSSIG (DD 746), from CTU 70.8.9, and WPB's, 
fromCTG 115.1, provided preparation fires and on-calX support throughout 
the operation. 

b. SECOND ROKMC BDE provided FSC liaison, both ROKMC and ANGLICO, in 
SACCI As a result of outstanding liaison between these ROK and u.S. fire 
support coordination pers9nnel there were no significant problems. encountered 
in this area. 

C. Restrictions to fire. 

(1) Civilian Airway Path. The no fire zones for civilian aircraft 
between 7,000 and 11,000 feet posed only minor limitations during this 
operation. Initially the ROKMC artillery was located too distant from the 
AOA to hit all required targets without penetrating the civil airway path. 
These units were promptly relocated closer to the AOA. 

(2) Non-Observance of NOTAMS/SAV-A-PLANE. In ~pite of heavy 
requirements for naval gunfire throughout the operation, fire missions were 
only interrupted a very few times by unidentified transient aircraft. 
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d. Artillery advisoty System and SAV-A-PLANE. The SAV-A-PLANE requ.st 
form (see below) developed during previous operations was evaluated duriag 
DEFIANT STAND and found to be very effective. It provides space for the 
information needed by the various SACC agencies to issue a SAV-A-PLANE. 
Further. it is a good source of historical information needed to recon8tfUct 
specific missions. 

SAV-A-PLANE 
ToR _______ _ 

A. TGTfl ______ S.AP ,, ______ _ 

B. FIRING UNIT ____________ _ 

C. GRID: FM~ _____ TO ______ _ 

NAV AID RAD/NM RAD/NM 

D. TIME: FM _____________ TO ___________ _ 

E. MAX ORDINATE. ___________ _ 

F. TGT NATURE _____________ _ 

G.OBSERVER ______________ _ 

END OF MISSION TIME~ _________ _ 

e. Statistical Data. 

(1) USS TAUSSIG (DD 746) 

(a) Rounds Expended: 

CALIBER 

%"/38 

!m­

AMMO 

He 2551 

2 

HECVT 

WP 

ILLUM 

RAP 

TOTAL 

505 

121 

695 

_3872 
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CHARGES 

FULL 3870 
• SHORT 2 

REDUCED 

(b) Damase Asselsments. ~e below listed data reflect only the 
Qb.erved results ot naval suntire. The ph7aical location ot other targets 
in relation to troop Icheme ot maneuvers ashore precluded the detailed close 
in_pections required to provide complete and accurate sun damac.e: assessment •. 

1. Bunkers Damaged 

i. Bunkers Destroyed 

1. Structure. Damaged 

4. Structure, Destroyed -
',1. Base/Stasins Area, Neutral1zed 

i. Secondar,y Explosions 

1. Secondar.y Fires 

!. Tree line neutr&llled (yd.) 

i. Trench. line neutralized. (yds) 

10. Motar emplacement destroyed 

fh. Observation post neutralized 

g. Enemy KIA (B.a) 

li. Enemy KIA (FROB) 

(2) USCG WPB's 

(a) Rounds expended: 

CALIBER 

81MM 

3 

!!E! 

~ 

He 

ILLUM 

..!E 
TOTAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

77 

38 

42 

83 

3 

7 

6 

925 

250 

2 

1 

19 

2 

725 

....32... 

764 
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(b) Dam!Be ASB~ssments. The below listed data· reflect only the 
observed results of Coast-Guard Patrol Boat gunfire. The physical location 
of other targets 1n relation to troop scheme of maneuvers ashore precluded 
the detailed. close inspections required to provide complete and accurate sun 
damage assessment • 

• 

3. (C) Close 

1. Bunkers Damaged 

2. Bunkers Destroyed 

1· Structures Damaged .... 

!. Structures Destroyed 

1· Base areas neutralized 

6. Secondary Explosions 

1· Secondary Fires 

8. Tree line neutralized (Ydl) 

2,. Trench line neutraUzed (yds) 

!Q.. Enemy KIA (FROB) 

n· Spider holes destroyed 

12. 25 foot sampan destroyed 

Air Support 

20 

1 

20 

38 

100 

2 

2 

1 

a. Air support operations were conducted in accordance with Annex 
H (Air Operations) to CTG 76.4 OPORD 308-69. All scheduled air events 
were provided as requested and were available on station at the time 
required. Immediate air support was provided as requested except in 
onelnstance when Horn DASC refused the request due to the target 
location being given in the clear more than one hour prior to time 
on target. The TACC does not have the code required by'Horn DASC 
for target locations (AKAC-275P-SEA TACS Mission Code Grill). This 
problem was resolved by a personal visit to Horn DASC at which time it 
was agreed to provide target locations in the clear less than one hour 
before time on target. No further difficulties were encountered in 
filling immediate air requests. Difficulties in air control and air­
space congestion while conducting simultaneous air strikes in support· 
of each landing force were anticipated, but simultaneous air strikes 
did not occur. 

b. Continuous voice-radio communications were maintained between the 
. Tactical Air Control Center (TACC> and Hoz:n. DASC, BLT 1/26- Tactical .... Atr 

Control Party, SECOND ROK Marine Brigade Tactical Air Control Parties 
(provided by ANGLICO Platoon), and the ICTZ Area Medical Regulating 
Office. Additional circuits were manned as required. Direct communications 
could not be maintained with FIRST Marine Air Wing Tactical Air Direction 
Center (~C) due to radio difficulties on their end of the net, 
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Horn PASC was able to rel~ TACC traffic to FIRST ~W TADC when requested 

to do 10. Th1a rel~ procedure was ~ot as effecU ve or responsive al 

direct c~ication, but wal a satisfactory back-up proce'dure',' 'During 

the lecond phase of Operation DEFIANT STAND, when both the Northern 

and Southern Landing Forces were alhore, TACC Communications were used 

to their maximum capability, and all remote positions were in use. The 

requirement to provide communications for air support to the landing 

torces simultaneously caused some TACC radio net~ to serve two functions 

(e.s. Tactical Air Request and Landing Zone Cont~bl), resulting in 

periodic congestion on the nets. The high frequency Tactical Air 

Reque.t net was not utilized &I planned due to the inability 01 the 

Tactical Air Control Parties to maintain HF communications. otherwise, 

TACC communications throughout the operation were good. 

c. No practical use of the Wheel Code (USKAC-288A) was realized during 

TACC operations. The circuit most suitable tor Wheel Code use was 

the Tactical Air Request net. However, the BLT 1/26 Air Liaison Ofticer 

did not have a Wheel Code available to use for his tactical air request 

messages. 

d. The following summary of air support provided separately 'to BLT 

1/26 and SECOND RLT ROKMC, incorporates the support from all air assets. 

(1) Helicopter Operations HMM 265 and USB IWO JIMA 

~ ~ !Q.'!'& 

(a: Sorties 2105 127 2232 

(b, Tasks 333 -27 360 

(c Passengers Carried 4402 448 4850' 

(d MEDEVACS 88 19 107 

(e) Cargo Carried (Tons) 171~0 19.2 190.2 

(t Hours Flown 491.0 40.7 531.7 

(2) Augmenting AiT S~ppo~ Fixed Wing and Helicopter (FIRST MAW and HMM 164) 

USMC ~ ~ -, 
( a; Sorties 13 446 ,459 

(b Tasks 4 53 57 

(c Passengers Carried 0 1068 1068 

(6 MEDEVACS 0 2 2 

(e Cargo, (Tons) 0 310.1 310.1 
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~ ROKMC ~ 
"', (t) 14.3 Houra Flown 223.0 237.3 

(8) Ammo Expended 14,000 rds 7.~6aMM 
403/2.75 RKTS 
980/40MM GREN 

. (3) Fixed Wins Operations. 

(a) Utilization 
USMC ROKMC 

BLT 1/26 ~ 'l'O'FALS 

£ Attack A/C 25 27 52 

iJ.. Non-Attack A/C 16 23 39 

l!. Tranlient A/e 808 

h Totals 41 50 899 

(b) Ordnance Expended (LBS Le •• Gun Ammo) 

BLT 1/~6 

h. Bombs 56 

2. Rockets 29 -
.l!. Napalm 42 

4. MG (RDS) 124,000 

(c) Miscellaneous 

10 SAV-A-PLANES Issued - 346 

e. Damage Assessment. 

Type JSMC 

Bunkers Damaged 

Bunkers Destroyed 4 

Structures Damaged 

Structures Destroyed 

6 

DECLASSIFIED 

!Q!S!1Q. 

123 

3,600 

ROKMC 

5 

5 

2 

13 

TOTAL II/LBS 

179/90,000 

29/-------

42/21,000 

127,600/--. 
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Type 
"," 

.Secondary Fires 

Secondary Explosions 

Tree Line Destroyed (YDS) 

KIA (SC) 

KIA (POSS) 

4. (c) Artillety. 

a. Forces Involved 

DECLASSIFIED 

2 

75 

2 

,~ 

4 

3 

200 

2 

(l)~. USMC placed one battery ot l05MM Howitzers and one 

battery ot 4.2 inch mortars ashore on S-Daf. These batteries were bpt~ 

loaated at the tire support ba.e in the southern portion ot th, land AOA. 

Artillery pro~ided support throughout the operation. 

(2)~. ROKMC lO5MM and 155MM 'batteries were preposi tione'd 

in the southern portion ot the ROK permanent Area of Operations near 

Hoi An. These units, located to the north ot the Song Cua Dai, provided 

pre D-Day bombardment and direct support throughout the remainder ot the 

operation. Subsequent to D-Day, additional tire support was provided by 

", a ROKMC LVTH-6 in the northern sector of the AOA. 

b. Fire Support Coordination. Coordination between all units was 

excellent. The ROKMC and ANGLICO Fse assigned representatives to the 

SACC aboard IWO JlMA helped to solve what few minor problems developed 

promptly and effectively. The ease with which fires were coordinated is 

particularly noteworthy considering that this was the first ROKMC 

amphibious operation in RVN. 

Co Restrictions to Fire. The ROKMC artillery units located outside 

of the AOA could not initially reach all targets because of excessive 

maximum ordinates that would have been required. RLT-2 relocated these 

units and were able to fire under the 7000 foot Civil Airway Path for 

the duration of the op'eration 0 

d. Statistical data. 

(1) USMC 

(a) Rounds Expended 

7 
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CALIBER TYPE QTY 

6 105MM Howitzer HE 4896 

WP 244 

ILL 391 

Firecracker 6 

4.2 Inch Mortar HE 1558 

WP 106 

ILL 192 

. (b) Damage :A~~essmetlt. Gun damage assessment from artillery 
units has been misleadingly scarce in this and previous operations. 
This results primarily from difficulties involved in making close 
observations of .many artillery targets. There are, hovever, 10" VC KIA 
credited to artillery for this operation. 

(2) ROKM~_ 

(a) Rounds expended. 

CALIBER 
-.--.~ 

TYPE QTY 

l55/105MM Hel-Titzer HE 31~OO 

pp 15 

Jr.L 70 

105MM Howitzer (LVTH-6) HE 300 

pp 10 

ITJJJ 88 

(b) Damage Assem:ncnt. The fellol,j.ne tot.o 18 rcportccl. cy 
RT,'J:'-2 ROKMC repr.cscnt ·o:cc:.Flb{no~:~.nn of o.i.:r,., Dct.:ilJcr~r (Incl. nl''\"Dl c:t111fjrc 
p~c!m!'(\tj,cn fire demage anc'. U)lllcl. not bc different:! e-:-oc1 or. to CV-Uf'C: ten 
bt1")l~('!~O dC'''ltroyec'l./damoged onr1. (,3 KIA. 
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. 'SENSORS 
_",ilI 

1. (C) Operation DEFIANT STAND was, as far as can be determined, the first 
amphibious combat assault in which intrusion detection sensors were used. 

2. (C) The capability of using sensors within ARG/SLF ALFA in amphibious 
operations was developed from scratch since no one in the organization 
had any significant previous experience with sensors. The capability 
of planting, monitoring and recovering various types of hand.pla.ced'c" 
sensors was developed as an organic capability of the ARG/8LF~ rt was 
also planned to develop the capability to plant various air-dropped senso~s 
utilizing organic ARG/SLF' helicopters but lack of time for training air 
orews and the press of operational commitments prevented the accomplish­
ment of that gOlll. 

3. (C) In order to develop the capability of using sensors, the SpeO:1:lU 
Projects Branch of III MAF Planning Section, who have overall responiibil1ty 
for sensor management j.n ICTZ. were contacted on liaison visit by N-21s-2 
of the ARG/SLF ste.ffs and asked to provide assistanoe in training personnel 
in the use of sensors and in obtaining the neces·sary equipment. The 
Special Pro,1 ects Bra.llch, headed by LTCOL TWO HEY • USMC later relieved by 
LTCOL RAPPE, USMC, were very g1ad to comply with the request. Accordingly, 
arrangements were made by MAJ CLARK, USMC, of the Speoial Projects Branch 
to train fifteen personnel from AAG/SLF ALFA (two each from ARG and SLF 
staffs and eleven from BLT 1/26) at the Hoa Cam Training Compound south ot 
Danang in the proper preparation, maintenance, placement, readout, and 
recovery of various types of sensors. In addition, CARG and CO, SLF ALFA, 
along with concerned staff members were briefed and indoctrinated in the 
proper employment of sensors and factors to consider in order to take 
maximum advant.age of their characteristics. 

4. (c) Simult.aneou~ly, MAJ REPPARD, USA, of the Special Projects Branch 
obtained the required sensors from the COMUSMACV J3-04 Storage Facility 
at Cam Ranh Bay wtlich consisted of eleven sets of Pfttrol Seismic Intrusion 
Detect.ors (PSID's) aDd ten Small Hand-p1?-ced Seismic Intrusion Detectors 
(MINISID8) set on cllannels ~)9 and 30. In addition, a ground .. plane antenna 
and PORTA'I'ALE reeci veT were obta.ined for installation ··onboard the flagship. 
The flagship installation was designed so that the PORTATALE could be detached 
and taken ashore j.n order tCl moni tor sensors from the Battalion CP. 

5. (C) Short1y after comp1etion of the training and delivery of the sensors, 
Operation DEFIAN'I' S'I'AND was formulated offering an ideal opportunity to 
test the new1y formed ARG/SL!"" sensor employment capability. Accordingly, 
three known VC/NVA crossipg sites on or near the Truong Giang River west 
of Barrier Tsland were selected as likely locations to plant the sensors. 
Because of the hostile envir'onment and lack of air-drop capability, it was 
not possible to plant sensors in the proposed AOA prior to the amphibious 
assauJ.t although such a procedure undoubtedly would have been valuable in 
determining patterns of l:iovernent and the degree of acti vi ty in the AOA, 
especially in the 1 andi ng zones and on the assault beaches. Consequently t 
three strings of three MnIf,IDS each were p1anted by scouts of the BLT S-2 
section and t.he reconnaissanc": -platoon assigned to the batta1ion on the 
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afternoon of the day following the ini.tial amphibious -assault 1(,S~..neiJ. The 
sites selected for planting the sensors were reached via LVTP-5 and~are as 
follows:. 

String No. 
1 
2 
3 

Location 
L9P BT 19514682 
! 91" B1' 113048'70 
h9P B'l' 1'7434860 

Channel Set 
30 
29 
20 

Tone Codes 
26-06-03 
02-08-13 
04-17-18 

Moderate opposition was enco~~tered while planting the last string but, 
as far as can be determined, none of the sensors were detected or disturbed 
during the period they were monitored by BLT.'l/26. 

6. (C) Dud ng the C'cmrse of Operation DEFIANT STAND, numerous. detections 
were made by the pJanted MINISIDS but specific patterns were difficult to 
determine. The site selected for the southern~ost string was located too 
close to a local village in the vicinity. The normal local traffic in and 
around the village ~ especially during daylight hours, made detection of 
military targets dHficul,t if not impossible to detect because of excessive 
ambient !lnoise level", Additionally 9 it was found that the s.ensors were 
planted too cJ0fH? tog(~tll(~:r to take maximum advantage of the sensors' 
capabiUtie~~ lwvine, been planted approximately 40 meters apart. Initially 
it was felt thai, lJ(,CEtUSf' of a lack of signals the northernmost two strings 
were installed ineorrect.'Jy and failed to operate properly. However, it 

• 

was later determined that all strings were-functioning properly and the initi8.la 
inactivity was due to a lack of enemy movement in the vicinity of the _ 
northern strings. 

7. (C) In the e'lent t.hat the sensors could not be monitored from either the 
flagship or the bdtal:ion CP due to terrain features or other considerations, 
arrangements were made during the planning phase to have CTE 194,:1..5.1 
monitor the sensors vJth their equipment in Hoi An and relay the results to 
all concernecL CT'F] :))1 .,] .5.1 cH d offer to furni sh an experienced sensor 
expert to assist in planting the sensors. However~·there was insufficient 
time available to effect. the nec:cssary liaison and pickup. 

8. (C) GenerHlly~, w:fi;h the £?xceptione: listed above~ the MINIS IDS were 
effective and w01'ked \.,Tel1. Many art111ery/NGF missions were_conducted 
based on activatj ;ms obtainEd. However t due to the hostile environment, 
terrain -Up'ritei,~i,Y,c':" f:,nd T,he fact that all available troops.were.committed 
to other aspect.c of i.he oper3,t.i.on of higher operational priority, no patrols 
could be sent lnt.;) the area vhere the sensor strings were located to check on 
re~ul ts. For the same reasons 1 none of" the. MINISIDS 'Were recovered a.t 
the end of the operation. All adJacent commands were notified of the data 
pertaining to the rlanted sensorst.o allow for continuing monitoring by 
those concernecl for the projected life of the sensors after withdrawal 
from the area. -by 'H}I' JI'iS" ("!'F. 19h.1.5.1 indicated intentions of 
recovering thp sensors p:r:lor to the end of prOjected life span. It is felt 
that the MINISIDD ~rould hrnre ~een more effective had they been combined 
with other types of' ~;enso:rs cocl.ch as a HACHD' (magnetic intrusion detector) 
or PIRID (photci nf"d') Lc1 intrusion detector) or ACOUBUOY thus allowing 
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more positive identification of acquisitions. However,.at.the time of 
planting the MINIS IDS no ather types of sensors were immediately available • 

. . 

9. (C) The PSIDS were considered very effective and.wElrs.well received by 
uni ts once their. use. and effectiveness was demonstrated •• They 'Proved ".to.) 
be valuable tools for small units in the conduct of night activities, 
perimeter defense of ep's and ambushes. On occasion, the.PSIDS were set 
to be too sensitive thus taking too long to settle down following an 
activation due to the impact of supporting.arms fire nearby. Some of them 
were even sensitive enough to be activated by artillery/NGF projectiles 
passing overhead. 
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SHIP TO SHORE MOVEMENT 
• • 

1. (C) Surface Ship to Shore Movement. Ship to shore movement was accomplished 
on S-D~ 7 September over GREEN Beach (BT 242484) and D-D~ 12 September ove~ 
RED Beach (aT 224544). Troops were surface landed by amphibious assault 
craft and vehicles aSSigned to ARG ALFA. Assault craft included: 

!ill.:.. TYPE , PARENT COMMAND 

ONE LCU ACU ONE DET ALFA 

SIX LCM-8 ACU ONE DET ALFA 

SIX LCM-6 USS WASHBURN (LKA i08) 

TWO LARe BMU 1 DET ALFA TWO 

ELEVEN LVT FROM BLT 1/26 (on S-Day) 

ELEVEN LVT FROM ROKMC ASSETS (on D-Day) 

Tva salvage boats, one heavy and one light (LCM-3), were on station during both 
assault landings. A BGC and ABGC embarked in LCPL's supplied by the primary 
and secondary control ships respectively were on station for both assault 
landings. For S-Day landing primary control ship was usa WHETSTONE'(LSD 27) 
and secon'dary control ship was USS COLONIAL (LSD 18). For D-D~ landing 
USB COLONIAL (LSD 18) was primary control ship and USS WHETSTONE secondary 
control ship. All ships remained underway during the movement ashore. PCS 
and ses maintained stations to the left and right flank of the 3000 18~d 
boat lane near the LOD. During both landings LVT's were launched from the 
USB WASHTENAW CTY (LST 1166) from a position 300 yards to seaward of the LOD. 
Both GREEN and RED Beaches had a shallow gradient and proved suitable for 
beaching except for LCU's at low tide when they were unable to beach with a" 

f·,' 

"f! 
"~ 

• ;t .... ' 
" . ~", 

dry ramp. The average difference between high and low vater during the I 

operation was 2 feet. During the period of this operation the seasonal tide 
condition was such that low water tides were always above mean low water. Through-
out the operation effective surf height was less than a faetor value of 0.8 'thuB 
permitting use of LVT assault vehicles plus LCM-6 assault craft and larger 
without restrictions. A 1 1/2 to 2 kt lateral current flow was experienced 1n 
the GREEN and RED Beach bOA,t lanes. This current flow lessened to almost zero 
shoreward of a point 1000 yards offshore. Following is a description of scheduled 
assault wave organization for S-Day and v-vay. 

TWO 

COMPOSITION 

ll-LVT 

4-LCM6 
2-LCM8 

S-Day 

UNIT EMBARKED 

Infantry Company 

Infantry Company 

DECLASSIFIED 

TOUCHDOWN TIME 

H-Hour 

H plus 5 
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THREE 

FOuR 

WAVE -
ORE 

NO 

THREE 

POUR 

2. (C) 

COMPOSITION 

I-LeU 

COMPOS ITION 

ll-LVT 

6-LeMS 
l .. LARC 

6-LeM6 

l-LCU 

Air Shi2 to Shore Movement: 

DECLASSIFIED 

UNIT EMBARKJ.R. roUCHOOWN TIME 
" d,:" . ' ' 

4-Tanks and Tank Platoon H plus 8 

Shore Party and BtU H plus 12 

D-Day 

UNIT EMBARKED 

2-Infantry Companies 

6-Tanks, 2 Platoons 
infantry, BMU 

I-Infantry Company 
I-Ranger Company 

Shore Party Headquarters 
Company and Vehicles 

TOyCRIIOWN TIM! 

H-Hour 

H plus 8 

H p1u. 30 

H plus 50 

a. S-Dey: The helicopter ship to shore movement consisted of airborne 
movement of troop. and equipment from USS IWO JIMA to two landing zone. 
in the southern portion of the AOA. The first assault wave, landing at ~ 
L-Hour, conSisted of eight helicopters which lilted CHARLIE Company into ~ 
LZ QUAIL. At L plus 1:37, upon the completion of the insertion of. CHARLIE 
Company, DELTA Company was similarly lifted into .J,Z EAGLE. No resistance 
was encountered. At L plus 3 :20 hours the Battalion Command Group was 
lifted into the Fire Support Base at GREEN Beach. Helicopter movement of 
all troops was completed at 07l300H. L-Hour was delayed 62 minutes due to 
rain squalls and resultant low ceilings and visibilities and the neces.ity 
to properly prep the area by air. 

b. D-Day: The first helicopter assault wave, consisting of 10 aircraft 
(6 HMM 265 aircraft, au~nted by 4 from HMM 164), lifted the TWENTY-FIFTH 
Company, FIFTH Battalion, RLT-2, SECOND ROKMC Brigade from USS IWO JIMA to 
LZ SPARROW, in the northern sector of the AOA at L Hour. Similarly, the 
TWENTY SIXTH Company was lifted into LZ DOVE at L plus 25 and the TWENTY­
SEVENTH Company was lifted into L2 SPARROW at L plus 1:05. Each company 
was inserted in a single lift. The BLT 5/2 Command Group WiS lifted into 
a position near RED Beach at 1209318. The h~licopter assault lift wa, 
completed by 121115H. 

£ P ,. 
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DBCEPTION OPERATIONS 

1. (C) s- OAY. 7 September 1969 , 
a. At 070l0OH USS CLEVELAND (LPD 7) ustng own boat conducted a deceptive 

beach survey of a simulated beach located at GRID B~ 106665 to mislead enemy 
forces in the area 8S to the actual S-Day amphibious landtng. 

2. (C) ~-DAY, 12 September 1969 

a. ARC BRAVO (TC 76.5) conducted an amphibious landing deception off the 
southern Barrier l.la~d Irea to order to confu.e enemy forces ensaslns &ll1ed 
forces ln Operatton DEFIANT StAND. 

b. Commencing l12000~ ARC BRAVO operated tn Barbara OPAREAS ECHO and 
FOXTROT to allow the VC/NVA forces tn the area to observe the Task Group. At 
12050011 CARC BRAVO stgnaUed o~land the waterborne landlng force." Four waves 
of allault craft were hU!l1lc:inredl to meet the 0730H H-Hour. Ill\ a slmulated beach 
located at GRID BT 347300. Assault craft waves proceeded to within 1500 yards 
of the beach, turned away st HgHour and reembarked in ARC BRAVO ships. No 
lignlficant dlfflc~ltie8 occurred. 

c. Normal boat CIOIit1litlt'ol tt',ommu\tll'Lcat{.ons were conducted i.n the landi.ng 
demonstration. 

rl. No problems were e~p~~ienced with visibility as ARG BRAVO and the 
landin8 craft waves couldllb'l!!! eE!elCll flt'OID the beach. 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS 

1. (C) r.ycholollcal.:operatlonl conducted in .upport of OperaUon DBrIANT 
STAND were designed to prevent animolity between the civilian populace aad 
the .llied forces and to reduce the combat effectivene.' of the VC/NYA 
combatants ln the 40A. ' 

2. (C) To aid tn population control, Combined Holding and Interrogatlon 
Center. (CHICS) were estab11.hed ln Quang N .... and Quang Tln Provlncea as 
the provlnce boundar~ Unea .pHt the .lOA. Leaflet 'drop •• aet-t.1 loud.peak .. 
broadca.ts. and ground psychological operation teams were used by B,LT 1/26 
and ROKMC 2nd BDB to inform the populace of the operation and to evacuate 
them from the AOA. The civilians were directed to move to collectlon polnta 
where they were provided medical care, food. and water befo~e being trans­
ported to the CHIC e.tabli.hed for their province. 

3. (C) The VC/NY! combatant I ln the AOA were urged to Chieu Hoi by aerial 
and ground p.ychological operations broadca.ts. They were advised that they 
were aurrounded and glven the opportunity to become Bol ChaRbs tn order to 
avotd a lensele.. death and burial ln an unmarked and unattended grave. 

4. (C) A. a result of the psychological operation conducted in Operation 
DEFIANT STARD 2768 innocent civilian. were moved to .afety tn the CRICS and 
one VC returned to the GVN under the Chteu Hoi Program. 

5. (C) Psychological operations were beneficial in that the civilian 
populace demonstrated favorable responae to the allied psychological 
operatlons effort. This is best demonstrated by the response shown by the 
innocent Vietnamese civilians evacuated from the AM. WhUe watting at 
collectlon points for transfer to the CRICS the civilians were withdrawn 
and afraid. then as the corpsmen began medlcal treatment and others dlspenled 
food and water the civilians gathered around clamoring for attention and 
treatment. 

6. (C) This personal contact between the civilians and the Allied Forces 
demonstrates to, the dvU tans that the Allted Forces are tnterested in their 
health and welfare and are in Vietnam to help the people of Vtetnam and the 
Government of Viet~. The long term benefits of thls type program will 
continue to play a g~ow1ng part in the successful conduct of the war in 
Vietnam. 
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.. CINCPAC 
COMUS~C 
CINCP LT 
CMC 
COMPHIBPAC 
COMSEVENTHFLT 
COMPHIBLANT 
CG, FMFPAC 
CO, FMFLANT 
CG. III MAF 
COMNAVFORV 
COMPHIBTRAPAC 
COMPHIBORU ONE 
COMPHIBGRU TWO 
COMPHIBGRU THREE 
COMPHIBGRU FOUR 
PRES NAVWARCOL 
CG, V MEF 
CG, 1ST MARDIV 
CG, 3RD MARDI V 
CG, 5TH MARDIV 
CG, l.ST f.1AvT­
COMSERVGRU THREE 

• 

CG, Fr·1FSEVENTHFLT 
CG, LJ!NFORTRACOMPAC 
CG, LANFORTRACOMLANT 
CNO (Op 09B9) HISTORICAL DIV 
CG, MCDEe, QUANTICO, VA. 

CHAIRMAlT AHB COMPHIBTRALANT 
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, CORONADO 
CO, NAVPIUBSCOTj, LITTLE CREEK 
COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT 
COMLANSHIPRON NINE 
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COMPHIBRON ONE 
COMPHIBRON THREE 
COMPHIBRON FIVE 
COMPHIBRON SEVEN 
COMPHIBRON NINE 
COMPHIBRON ELEVEN 
COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE 
COMTACGRU ONE 
COMNAVSPECWARGRUPAC 
COMNAVBEACHGRU ONE 
CO, TACRON TWELVE 
CO, BJU ONE 
CO, ACU ONE 
CO, BMU ONE 
CO, UDT '!'WEt'U 
DINe BMU ONE WP DET 
OINC ACU ONE WP DET· 
OINC WP DET NAVSPECWARGRU 
OINC NAVBEACHGRU ONE WP DET 
OINC.NAVSECGRU WP DET 
USA C&GSC, FT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS 
OINC NAVTACDOCACT 
eTG 73.5 
CTG 70.8 
eTP 115 
eTG 76.5 
eTG 79.5 
co, BLT 1/26 
co, HMM 265 
CO, USS nro JlMA (LPH 2) 
CO, USS WASHBURN .(LKA 108) 
co, USS vlliETSTONE (LSD 27) 
co, USS HASHTElITAH CTY (LST 1166) 
co. USS TAUSSIG (DD 746) 
co, USS COLONIAL (LSD 18) . 
ANGLICO 

Ole Air/Na.val Gunfire Platoon 
Second Brig~de nORMC 
FPO San Fren~isco 96602 
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