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COMMAMDPER AMPHIDIOUS READY GROUP ALFA
U. S. SFYENTI PLEET (CTC 76.4)

CARG"A"/Nl:ed
3500

Ser Out

« APLIL 1969

From: Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA, U, 5. SFVENTH Fleet
To: Commander Amphikious Force, U, €. SEVENTH Fleet

Subj: Operation EAGER PURSUIT Post Operation Report: forwarding
of (U)

Ref: (a) COMPHIBFORSEVEMNTHFLT/CTF 76 INST 3500.1C
(b) Joint COMFIRSTFLT/COMSFEVFNTHFLT IMST 3500,3/3500.82

Encl: (1) Task Organization

(2) Initiating Directive

{3) Chronology of [Fvents

{41 Planning/Operatlions

(5) Intelligence

{(6) MedicalsLoglistics

{7) Communicatlons

{8) Public Affairs

{9) Supporting Arms
{1L0) Lessons Learred (Omitted)
(l1) Ship-to-Shore Movement/Amphibious Objective Area
(Ll2) Distribution

1.(C) Background. intelligence indicated to Commanding General,
Third [larine Amphibious Force CG, I1l MAF) that enemy strength
was building up 1n the area west of Danang. Based on informa-
tion recelved from prisoners captured, the units Involved in the
buirldup were believed to be the NVA 31lst and l4lst Regiments.

CG, 111 MAF therefore requested ARG/SLF ALFA conduct an Amphiblous
Assault Landing on or about L March 1969 in the vicinity of an
area about 12 kilometers west of Danang.

2.(C) Concept of Operations. To employ the Amphibious Task Force
1in an Amphibious Assault supported by Navai Gunfire and if required
by close air support. On D minus one day land v 105U hovitzer
battery by waterborne means tO Support the landing torce ashore,

At L-Hour land the battalion by helicopterborne means 1n selected
Landing Zones (LZ's) to find, fix and destroy enemy forces.

a. Mission. Commander Amphiblous Task Force (CATF) conduct

an amphiblous operation against VC/NVA forces 1in the Amphibious
Objective Area (/0OA) 1n Ouang Nam Province of I Corps Tactical
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Zone (ICTZ), or other operallOns as agreed upon with CG, III
MAF or his deslgnated representative.

bh. Execution. Operation EAGER PURSULT was executed as a
helicopterborne landing of four companies, LwO each simultaneously
from USS DULUTH and USS OKINAWA with an L-HOUR of 010645H March
1969. All scheduled and on-call helicopterborne serials had
been landed by 0i1.435H,

{l) Augmentation Forces. During Operation BAGFR PURSUIT
augmentation torces used were:

.aj Alrcraft: Two UH-LE (armed, and one UH-1F (unarmed)
helicopters were provided by Commanding General, First Marine
Alr Wing (CG, FIRST MAW) on 1 March 1969. Two A4 aircratt for
Close Air Support (CAS) were also provided but not used.

(bj Naval Guntire: USS OKLAHOMA ClTY (CLG 5) sup-
ported the operation on 1 March. She fired one on=-call mission
and no Harassment and Interdiction {(H & 1) missions. Results
of the on~call mission are described 1n enclosure (9).

i2) Casualties:

ta) Combat Friendly Enemy
KIA 1 0
WIA 9 0

(b} Non=-Combat
DAL* L -
(3) Personnel captured/detained: None
(4) Material captured: None

*Died of accidental 1injury when a truck overturned 071930H
March 1969.

3.U) Gene£g£. Hot meals were provided for the troops ashore
by ARG ALFA ships. HMeals provided: USS OKINAWA « 500, USS
DULUTH - 475, USS FORT MARION - 200,

4,{(C) Conclusions.,

a. The employment of ARG/SLF ALFA was eftective only so
far as landing the BLT when and where requested by CG, III MAF.
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I1f effective employment is measured in terms Of contacts with,
and destruction of enemy forces, then this operation indicated
an 1neffective empiLoyment ot the ARG/SLF. The BLT was landed
on D-Day without opposition or any enemy sighting. During

the period 1 March (D-Day} through 7 March the BLT conducted
extensive search operations, with ARG/SLF support, throughout
its original Area of Operation (AO}. During this period there
was no contact with enemy forces and there were no sightings
of enemy forces, installations or caches,

b. The major achievements of Operation EAGER PURSUILT were:

{1) Landing the BLT 1n the area west of Danang 1ncreased
the density of triendly troops around Danang.

(2) The commitment of the BLT to 1lts assigned Area of
Operations permitted the deployment of one ritle company of the
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine from that area to an area whereé contacts
with enemy forces had been rrequent since 22 February 1969.

{3} The ARG/SLF benetited trom the practice acquired
during the operation.

5. (C) Recommendations

a. That when an amphib.ous operation s considered necessary
to permit reposltioning ot in-country rotces, commitment of only
so much as 1s necessary to accomplish the mission should be the
policy. The major accomplishment of Operation EAGER PURSUIT could
have been achieved by the landing of one ritle company,
thus retaining the bulk of the combat suppOrt power .in reserve
and in a position for immediate empioyment il enemy contact
was made in this AQO or in some other area CI altlve enemy

contacts.
E W. sTROUD
Distraibution:

(See enclosure (1271
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T4SK OURGANIZATION
TG 76.4 Amphibious Ready Group ALFA CAPT G. W. STROUD, USN
| COMPHIBRON FIVE
USS OKINAWA (LPH 3/
USS DULUTH (LED 6)
USS WINSTON (LKA 94)
USS FORT MARION (LSD 22)
TACRON ELEVEN. DET ALFA
UDT THIRTEEN, DET ECHU
BJU ONE, [EAM TWELVE, DET FOXTROT
EMU ONE, DET ALFA SEVEN
ACU ONE, DET ALFA
TU 76.4.0 Command and Special Operations Unit CAPT G. W. STROUD, USN
COMPRIBRON FIVE
TE 76.L4.0.1 Flagship Eiement CAFT H. D. WILLIAMS, USN
USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) 00, USS OKINAWA (LPH 3)
TE 76.4.0.2 Tactical Air Control Element LCDR R, E. WALL, USN
TACRUN i1, DET ALFA 0inC, IACRCN 11, DET ALPA
TE 76.4.0.3 Beech Reconnaissence Element LTJG B. \n) DYER, USNR
UDT TEAM 13, DET ECHO 0inC, UDT 13, DET ECHO
TE 76.4,0.4 Special Operetions Element LIJ¢ G. B, GOTTEMOELLER,USNR
BJU ONE, IEAM i2, DET FPOXTROT 0inC, BJU 1, TEAM 12, DET "p"
TE T76.4.0.5 Transport Area Derense Element CDR J. W. FARLEY, USN
USS FUKRI MARION (LSD 22) 00, USS FORT MARION (LSD 22)
TE 76.4.0.6 Neval Beach Party Element LTJG N, J. WALTER,USNR 5
BMU. DET ALFA SEVEN 0inC, BMU DET ALFA 7 e
TU T6.L4.1 Gunfire Support and Screen Unit CAPT W. D, SURFACE, USN
USS OKLAHOMA CITY (CLG 5) CU, USS OKLAHOMA CITY (CLG 5)
U T6.k4.2 Trensport Unit CAPT G. W. STROUD, USN j-
. —. _ COMPHIBRON FIVE =z
USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) :
USS DULUTH (LED 6)
USS FORT MARION (LSD 22)
TU 76.4.3 Cargo Unit CAPT "H" R. HUNTER, USN S
USS WINSTON (LKA 94) CO, USS WINSTON (LKA 9k) L
TU 76.L4. 4 Waterborne Control Unit CDR J. W. FARLEY, USWN o
USS FORT MARION {(LSD 22) CO, USS FT MARION (LSD 22)
CONFIDENTIAL
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TU 76,4.5

TG 79.4
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Hiliborne Control Unit o CAPT H, D, WILLIAMS, USN
USS CKINAWA (LPH 3} -~ €O, USS OKINAWA (LPH 3)

USS DULUTH (L.PD 6)

special Landing Force ALFA COL J. F. McMAHON, USMC
€O, SLF ALFA
BLI 2/20 {1-2 MAR} LTCOL W, F, SPARKS, USMC
(3-10 MAR) LTCOL G, M, EDMUDSON, USMC
HMM 362 “LICOL J. E. SCHLARP, USMC
2 " CONFIDENTIAL
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0 280322Z FEB 6§

FM COMSEVENTHFLT

T0 CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR
(TG SEVEN NLINE [ FOUR
CTF SEVEN SIX

CTF SEVEN N1NE y
COMUSMACYV
CG III MAP i
INFG CNO
CINCPAC

CMC

CINCPACFLT
COMNAVFORV
COMPHIBPAC

CG FMFPAC

CG FMFPAC (FWD)
CG FIRST MAW

CG FIRST MARDIV
CMDR SEVENIH AF
CTF CNE ONE FIVE ‘
CIF SEVEN THREE o
CTF SEVEN SEVEN

CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE

CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE

CTG SEVEN NINE PI' THREE

CTG SEVEN IHREE PT FIVE

CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT CNE

CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT

CTU SEVEN 2ERC PT EICHT PT NINE

CIU SEVEN ZERU PT SEVEN PT ONE

CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT IWO

CTE SEVEN ZERU PT TWu PI ONE PT ONE

NAVCAMS WESTEAC .
NAVCOMMSTAS WESTPAC

My
g
s
5
4
Bk

OPERATION EAGER PURSUII INITIATING DIRECIIVE (U)

A. MY OPLAN 101~-69
B. NWP 2z (B)

1.{C¢} SITUATION' SUBJECT TO CONCURRENCE OF COMUSMACV, CG III MAF HAS REQUESTED
THE EMPLOYMENT OF AN ARG/SL¥ IN SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS IN THE ICTZ. COMSEVENTHFLT
WILL FROVIDE IQ 76.4/79.4 AND SUCH OIHER FORCES AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THIS
OPERATION, INITIATING DIRECIIVE IS FOR FLANNING PURFPOSES. THE OPERATION WHEN
EXECUTED, WILL BE CUNDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A AND B,

2.(C) MISSION: COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE (CATF) CONDUCT AN AMPHIBIOUS
OPERATION AGAINST VC/NVA FORCES IN AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA IN QUANG NAM
PROVINCE OF ICIZ OR OTHER OPERATIONS AS AGREED UPON WITH CG IIL MAF OR HIS
DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIIVE.

CONFIDENTIAL
Enclosure (2)
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3.(C) CTG 76.+ (JOMFHIBRON 5) EMBARKED IN USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) DESIGNATED CATF,

L,\C) CIG 79.4 (CUMMANDER SLF ALFA) EMBARKED IN USS OKINAWA {LPH 3) DESIGNATED
COMMANDER LANDING FORCE (CL¥F;.

5.(U) COMMAND RELAILUNSHIF LAW PARA 3X.(2) AND (C) OF REF A.

6.(C) COMUSMACV WilL PRUVIDE CAS AND OTHER SUPPORT AS AGREED UPON WITH CATIF
IAW PARA 1B(l, OF REF a.

7.(U) THE AMPHiBIOUS UBJECIIVE AREA (AOA) WILL BE PRCMULGATED BY SEPARATE
MESSAGE,

8.(C) NICKNAME FOK THIS UPERATION WILi BE EAGER PURSUIT WITH TENTATIVFE D-DAY

1 MARCH 1969. D-DAY AND H AND L HOURS TO BE DETERMINED AND CONFIRMED. BY CATF,
WHEN ALL FORCES ARE FREPARED, CAIF REPORI TU URIG STATE OF READINESS AND FINAL
GONFIRMATION CONCERNING L~DAY, H AND L HOURS. EXECUTE ON D=DAY AT H AND L HOURS
UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECIED REPORT EXECUTiON TO ALCON.

9(C) SPECIAL INSTRUCIIUNS

A. WHEN FIRMLY ESTABLISHED ASHORE, AND WHEN MUTUALLY AGREED UPON BY CATF/CLF
AND CG FLRST MARD.V, REQUIRED ELEMENIS OF SLF CHOF IO C& FIRST MARDIV,

B. UPON CHOPF OF REQUIRED ELEMENIS OF SLF IO IN-COUNTRY COMMANDER, CAIF
REMAIN IN SUPPORI OF OFERATIONS ASHORE.

C. WITHDRAWAL IAW ANNEX B TG REF A.
10.(U) TERMINAILON iAW ANNEX B TU REF A,
11.(U) FUBLLC AFFAIRS 1AW ANNEX v 10U REF A,

12.{U) DUWNGRADED Tu CUNFLDENTIAL UFON IERMINALION,

CONFIDENTIAL
2 Enclosure (2)
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CHRUNCLUGY OF EVENIS

27 February 1969

a. Liaison with First Marine Division and 26th Marines indicated & request
for ARG/SLF empLoyment was in the process of being forwarded to COMSEVENTHFLT.

b, 1500H - TG 76.4 Underwey for holding area off Danang.

2. C14OH - CIG 76.+ received CG, 1LI MAF request for employment of ARG/SLF
ALFA addressed 1o COMUSMACY and CUMSEVENTHFLI.

d. 2307H - Received CUMSEVENIHFLI messege concurring in employment of
ARG/SLF ALFA in an amphibicus &ssaultl.

28 February 1969

e. O83CH - CIG 76.4 and UIG 79. 4 attended pianning conference at First
Marine Division Headguarters with I1I MAF, First Merine Division and 26th
Marines representatives.

b. 09208 - UsS DULUIE, USS WINSION, and USS PORT MARION proceeded to UNREP
with USS TOLUVANA (Au 64), USS OKINAWA UNREP at L90TH.

<. 1300E - CIG 76.4 receivea JUMSEVENIHFLI initiating directive for Opera~
tion EAGER FURSUIT. (DIG «803z<Z FEB 69}

d, 1318H - OIG 6.4 requested temporary assignment of AIG 16, epproval
received from CIF 76 tor use of ALG 16 at L190uH.

e. 1le36H - CIG T6.4 requested Naval Gun Fire Support from CIU 70.8.9.

£, 1600H - USS FORT MARION anchored Danang to off load artillery es
previously arranged at plenning conterence with First Marine Divieion and 26th
Marines .

g. L1600 - CIG 76.4 recommended Aua to COMSEVENTHFLI.

h, 1620H ~ CIG 76.4 requested trom Director TACC SEVENTH AF & NOTAM com~
mencing OlO5L5E MAR 69.

1, 1930H = Basic OrURD 301-69 for Uperation EAGER PURSUIT, promulgated.
(DTG 26811302 FEB 69,

Annex ALFA ~ DTG 2811562 FEB 69

Annex DELTA ~ DTG 28611392 FEB 69

Annex GOLF - DIG 28:.542 FEB 69

Annex HOTEL - DIG 28130z FEB 69

Annex INDIA - DTG 281152% FEB 69

Annex NUVEMBER ~ DIG 2806L0Z FEB 69
CONFIDENTIAL
Enclosure (3)

DECLASSIFIED

L




DECLASSIFIED

”Eﬁi
® o ' 7
CCNFIDENT:AL o
i, LOWBH ~ CIV 7U. 8.9 assigned USS UKLAHOMA CITY {CLG 3) as NGFS ship.
k., 2i+cH - COMSEVENTHFLI concurs in AUA for Operation EAGER PURSUIT.
1 March 1963
a. D=Day for Uperation EAGER PURSUIT,
b. 0543H ~ Confirmed .=HOUR,
/.

c. O530H - Signaied Land tne airborne Landing Force.

d. O0600H - USS OKINAWA and USS DULUIH anchored in assigned anchorage in
Danang Harbor.

e, 0630H - USS FURI MARICN and USS WINSIUN anchored in assigned anchorage
in Daneng Harbor.

¥, 06uSH - L-HOUK, assault troops landed by heic in ni FALCON (AT 887786)
and EAGLE (AT 897773). Nc oppositics and no contast.

g, 1030H - USS CKINAWA underway to launch hele's due to drop in wind
veloeity and lancreaslng temperature in Larbor.

h, 1257H - Last of scheduled serials alrborne to Li.
i. 1410H ~ Last of cn=-call serials airborng to LZ.

J» 1500H - OPCUN BLI 2/<6 passed to (G, FIRSI Marine Division for Operation
EAGER FURSUIT. ARG/SLF remaining in support of BLT 2,26

k., 1635H - Kemainisr T& 76.4 commenzed getting underwey tor assigned opera-
tion areas oftf Danang.

2 March 1969
&, Continued in support of BLI 2/26.
b, TG 76.4 ancrored Danang Herbor and off loaded addivional BLT 2/26 vehicles.
c. 1bOCH - CUMSEVENIAFLI visited CIG (6.4 aboard USS CKINAWA,
d. TG 76.4 night steamed in assigned cpareas off Danang.
3 March 1969
a. Continued in support of BLIT 2/26.
b. USS DULUTH assumed MEDEVAC guard while USS CKIN4&WA UNREF from USS TALUGA,
USS OKINAWA reassumed MEDEVAC guard upon completion UNKEP.

CONFIDENTIAL
z Enclosure (3)
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4 March 1969

a. TG /6.4 anchored Daxnang Harbor, zonvinued in support of BLT 2/26,
underway 1o assigned opareas pricr te suanset,

5 March 1969
a. Continued in suppecst of BLI 2/26 from assigned opareas off Danang.
6 March 1969
&, cCoatinued in support or BLl 2,26, TG 76.4 UNREF with USS PROCYON,
USS DULUIH assumed MEDEVA. guard while USS OKINAWA aiongside USS PRUCYON.
USS OKLNAWA assumed MEDEVAC guard upon sompletion UNREP, USS DULUTH proceeded

to AF UNREEF.
] March 1969 ,

&, Continued in suppurt of BLI 2/<b, T 76.4 an.hored Danang Harbor.
b. 1600H -« TG 76. % acagrway tor assigned opareas

&, i930H « Truck overturned duzing the uver.iand movement to an assembly
areg resuiting Ln one man Ril.:d and 3L injured.

8 March 1969
a. Continued in support of BLD 2/26 in assigned opareas.

b. 1458H - BGEN J E. WIL_IAMS, Commanding Generai, Yth MAB visited
CIG T6.4, CIG 9 4 and CommManding Utficer., USS UKINAWA.

c. LeQ0H - MEDEVAU gusrd shifted o FIRST MaW.

4., BLI £,¢6 moved south cveriand and joined ¥iFIE Marines located vicinity
Liberty Bridge inear An Hoaj in preperation for an operation on Go Noi Islind.

e. 1B830H - OPCUN cr BLI 2,26 passed to FIFIE Marine Regiment for an opera=
tion on G¢ Nol ILsiand.

9 March 1969
a, Continued Ln support o1 BLL 2/e¢b, LG [6.4 anshored Lanang Harbdor.
b. L600H - RADM BEHKRENS, CI¥F b, visited (LG j6. on board USS OKINAWA.

10 March 1969

a. Operation EAGER FURSUIT terminated as of OBUOH and Operation EAGER
PURSUIT II commenced UB00H. TG 76.4 continued in gupport of BLT 2/26 on Go
Noi island

CONFIDENTIATL,
3 Enclissure (3)
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1 \U; The pianning .onrerence was heid at Co, FLRSI MARDLIv Headguarters on
28 February 1969 present Were representatives from LIl MAF, FIRST MARDIV,
26th Marine Regiment and ARG/SLF ALFA,

2. \C) It was declded to zonduct an amphiblous assauit, the ARG/SLF essuming a support
role at the completion of vhe assault. The CHOP of BLT Z/26 to CG, FIRST MARDIV

would be effected when mutually agreeable . D-DAY was established as 1 March 1969,
with an L-Hour of 0U6+53H.

3. \C) BRAVY Artil.ery Battery was oti.oaded and chopped t& (G, FIRST MARDIV the
afternoon of 28 February to be estabiished ashore and render artillery support
11 needed. Arrangements were made tc assign the USS UKLAHACMA CITY (CLG-5) in
direct support of BLI 2,26 during the amphibicus assault phase.

4. (C) Planning tor the imphibious Ubjective Area (AJA,:

& In establishing an AvVA the fcilcwing genersal reguirements had to be considered

by CTG 76 4

(1) Not to restrict normal ais traffic in and zut of the Danang Air Base.

{2) Not to restrict nosmai surface traiiic in and out of Danang Harbor.

{3, Permit an arti.lery battery southeast of the Landward corridor
to rire in suppost of BLT 1,26 locatsd northwest of the curridor and at tggm;_~JMNpﬁw
same time fire in support of BLI z,zt 1f regulred in the ACA.

(4, Establish helo lanes for uhe amphibious essauit that would not conflict
with subparegraphs (1, and {2, above.

(5) Designate & location for the NGFS ship to operate and fire from’thax ’
would not conrlict with subparagraphs (L), (2), (3), and (&, above. :

b. The airspa:e from U tc 5,000 feet in the AUA wes theretore divided along
the following guide lines:

(1) Free acuess granted to all surtace and alr .zaf:ic 1a the seavard
portion ot the AvA Lncliudiag lanang Hacbor.

\2; Free access LO &lr Tralllc above >Uu teet over the worridor portion
¢t the landward AJA and free access tu air traffic over 8,000 reet over the
remaining portion of the landward AVA. (See enclosure Li ror deéscription and
diagram ot the AUA.

¢. To complete the reguirements the heliuopter lanes for the assault were
kept below 500 feet. The helicopter ianes were over friend.y ground and therefore
500 feet or less was conslidered sate frum enemy fire tor the aasauit waves. The
artillery battery, on uthe southeast side of the corridor, and the NGFS ship were
to fire over the helicopter lanes 1f thelrs support was required. SAV~-a=PLANES,
1f required; were to be coordinated between FIRST MARDLV Fire Support Coordination

Enclosure (4)
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Center {F3CC, and the Cummandsr amphiblous Lask forse (CalF) Supporting Arms
Coordination Center (SAJY, aad lacticalr Alr Countrel Cencer (TACL,.

CuNFLIDENTIAL

5 \C, The landing was uadpposed. 055 oALaOMA CLTy wag cal.ed upon only once
10 fire en observed missicn prior oo ns¢ re.ease at L>OUH and ihe subsequent
shift of contrscl ol suppcriing arms 1o wne FLRST MARDIV FSCC

2 Enclosure (4)
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ANIELLLGENCE

1. (C) Whi.e the comcep: ot this cpereticns was mainly to increase the
density of rriend.y tiicpe west ot Danamg, 17 Was beileved That &icmEnts
of the Nia 3i51 and i4id] regilments were possibly im tne &a:ea. No
contact with the ensmy wat LEde durlag This Opeza”iim.

Enciosure (3
CONEF1DENILAL
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MEDICAL/LOGISTICS

A - MEDICAL

1.(C) Operation EAGFR PURSUIT began on 1 March 1969 and ended
at 0800 on 10 March 1969. The operation was conducted in the I
Corps area west of Danang.

2.(C) The Task Group consisted of USS OKINAWA (LPH 3), USS DULUTH
(LPD 6), USS FORT MARTON (LsD 22), and USS WINSTON (LKA 94).

The embarked battalion was BLT 2/26 with HMM 362 providing vertical
support.

3. (U) The USS OKINAWA was designated ge caduaitly ceceiviug ship.
Medical Officers on board consisted of:

a. Surgical Team

(1) CDR J. J. RYSKAMP, Jr., 0inC
(2) LCDR E. H. WIDELL, Jr.

(3) LCDR M., C. SHESKEY

(4) LT B. C. M, SAH

b. Ship's Medical Officer
(1) LT H. D. HICKEY

¢c. Clearing Platoon
(1) LT G. E. HARP

{2) LT I. ROUBAL
(3) LT J. W. WALLACE

d. Battalion Surgeon

(1) LT J. J. TEDFORD
e. Flight Surgeon

(1) LCDR V. L. POLICH

4,(C) Most of the MEDEVACs concisted of routine sick-call complaints,
On the evening of 7 March 1969, a truck transporting Marines
overturned killing one and injuring 31 men. Nine of these were
received and treated on the USS OKINAWA while the others were treat-
ed at in-country facilities.

5.(C) Casualty Statistics

a. Blood. A total of 113 units of whole blood were on hand
at the start of the operation. This blood was obtained from NSA
Danang Hospital. A total of 4 units was cross-matched for 1 patient,
CONFIDENTIAL
Enclosure (6)
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however, none were transfused. 64 units of out-dated blood
were returned to NSA Danang Hospital on 7 March 1969,

b. SUMMARY OF CASUALTY STATISTICS {Treatsd abiard CKNIBAWA )

(1) TOTAL CASUALTIES RECEIVED 43

{a) Non-Combat 41
(b) Wounded in Action (WIA) 1
(c) Killed in Action (KIA) 0
(d) Died of Wounds (DOW) 0
{(e) Death of Accidental Injuries (DAIL) 1

(2) NON-COMBAT CLASSIFIED 46

(a) Sprain 7
(b) Laceration 7
{c) Contusion 6
(d) Genital-Urinary 6
(e) Heat Exhaustion 2
(f) Cellulitis 2
(g) FBO 2
{(h) Hemorrhoids 2
(1) Insect Bites 2
(J) Rectal Bleeding 2
(k) Gastroenteritis 1
(1) Immersion Foot 1
(m) Blisters (Feet) 1
(n} Undiagnosed<«No Disease 1
(o) Fracture Arm, Pelvic, Clavicle, i
Wraist, Mandible

each

(3) COMBAT CASUALTIES CLASSIFIED

(a) MISS1HE WOUNDS 1
1 Severity

a. Majox 0

b. Minors 1

(b) NON-MISSILE INJURIES 0

(c) OPERATIVE CASES PERFORMED {Initial Rx Only)

1. Major 0
g Minor 1
CONFIDENTIAL
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SUMMARY OF O,R, ANESTHESIA

1=

[

4,

Generat
Spinali
Regional Block

Locail

MAJOR SURGICAL PROCEDURES

DI1SPOSLTIONS

L. Treated and Reieased

2, Admitted to Sickbay

3. Discharged tu Duty

4. Transteried

5. Died ot Wounds

6. Remaining in Sickbay, End of

Operation

“DAl Transterred tor Care 0Ot

DECLASSIFIED
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the Dead.
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B * LOGISTLICS

1.:C, Maintenance

a. USS DULUTH's number one maln engilne, number 1A and 1B
turbogenerators placed out of commission due to ruptured bonnet
of root steam valve to air ejectors, Ship was limited to 6 knots,
Casualty was tepalred by ship's force.

b. USS FORT MARION, while conducting the guarterly PMS check
of the number one main reducti.on gear, detected bull gear teeth
worn. Maximum speed was Limited to 8 knots, while making repairs,
Repalrs were made by ship's torce,

¢. USS OKINAWA developed a casualty to the number L boiler
mailn steam stop. Temporary repalrs made by ship's force consist-
ed of straightening and welding valve yoke and manuracture of
valve stem. Repai:s were completed in /2 hours, Permanent re-
palrs willL be made when new stem and yoke are received,

2,C; Outside Assistance

a. While TG 7b.4 ships were in Danang Harbor, RVN, the USS
COCONLNO COUNTY :LST 603:, not a task group ship, asked for im-
mediate assistance due to a gyro casualty, The USS FORT MARION
{LSD 22} answered the call and sent personne. to correct the gyro
casualty. The COCONLNO COUNTY was then able to proceed on duty
assighed.

3.(C} UNREPS/VERTREPS., A totai or eight underway replenishments
were conducted, with each ship 1n TG 76.4 replen.shing from an
AQO and the PROCYON:

SHIP DATE NSFO JP-5 AVGAS PROVISIONS STORES
TALUGA (A0 62) 3 MARCH 78,866 GAL
PROCYON (AF 61) 6 MARCH -
MATTAPONL (AO 418 MARCH 141,835 GAL

1
1

76.65 S/T 3 S/T

CONFIDENTIAL
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COMMUNICATI0ONS

1. Cr PLANNING. Thne ARG CummuniCation Annex ror Operation EAGER
PURSUIT was ETqmnlgated Lour hours atter receipt of the Initiating
Direct.ive and 13 hours prio: to L-Houwr. EMCON was not set enroute
to the AOA due to the geograph.cal position within Danang Harbor.
The Communica:ion Annex provided for communlcations in accordance
with CTG 76,4 Opecatzon Plan [U1A-69, Delivery ot Operation EAGER
PURSUIT OP~PLAN annexes was delayed while awaiting permission to
use AILG 16 as the address 1ndicating group tor unlts of EAGER
PURSULT It 13 :recommended that an AlG be assigned to an ARG/SLF
which is tentativeiy committed tO an operatlion prior to delivery
01 the Ilnitiating Direct.ve. Trnis would alliuvw ampire Opportunity
for NAVCOMMSTAs , outrouaters, and service clerks to adjust accord-
ingly.

2.1C; REQUIREMENTS VERSUS ASSETS. As experlenced 1 previous
operations, the onset of EAGER PUKSJ.T stralned ecguipment assets

te tultill requited radio circaits., Alter the tanding force

chopped Lo ln-country turces n the alternwoon or D-Day, many ot

the VHF (FM. and UHF voicwe Circuits were abotished or placed 1in
stand-by status which reireased eguipment needed tur backup pur=-

poses on other CrtCuils, )

3. (C, USABLE FREQUENCIES. Freguencies were adeguate and usabie
1in ali spectrums except VHF (FM; and UAF Due to the topography
of the AOA and Danang Harbor VHE ana UHF _ommunications were '
disrupted whenever the Ilagsh.p was acrth o Dansng Harbor and
attempted communicating with unsts within the harbor or ashore.

4.(C; CRYPTOGRAPHIC SYSTEMS. Adequate cryptroygraph.c systems

were available throughout the operat.on, USKAK 279 was not used

1n crder to avoid contlict with systems employed by Navy and Marine
operators.

5,.,{Ui RPIO RESUPPLY. No requests ror RP3 draws were placed with
the RPIO during the timel:rame or the uperation,

6.,C) TRAFFIC LUAD VERSUS CLRCULT AND PERSONNEL AVAILABiILiITY. The
tralllC load sStralned C.:cuil and pecsonnel avaliability between
teceilpt ot the Lln.tlating Dire.tive and mid-=day ot D=Day. In-
coming inhouse message time never exceeded elgnt hours and out=
golnyg inhhouse message rtime never excecded three hours.

7.(Cy TERMINATION. The NAVCOMMOPNET Orestes termination was
excellent throughout the operation. Occasional outages were due
to men aloft, ship's power tailure, and equilipment taliute.

CONFLDENTIAL
Enclosute (7}

PR

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTLAL

8. (C) BROADCAST RECEPTION, Fieet broadcast reception was excellent
throughout the opetation. Missing numbers were normally procured
trom ships in company, CTF 76 Flagship, Amphibious Ready Group
BRAVO, or NAVSUPPACT Danang w.thout resorting to NAVCOMMSTA Philip-
pines. The Luw Frequency B:oadcast of 86 KHZ was successfully
copied,

9..U) EQUIPMENT RELIABILITY. Coummunilat.Ons were very réeiiable
and minor outages were corrected on an as+~olcCurring basis,

10, (CyLANDING FORCE PROBLEMS. A teletype .0up betwezn the tlag-
ship's Communication Center and Trcop Operatiuns was used Lo
pass embarked Marine's trati.c te them tor reproduction as the
Marines required. This ygreally reduced ships inhouse message
time and backiog.

1L.(CIKY-8 The RY-8 covered volce was used on the Maneuver ing
and Warning Circuit, Reporting Cirrcult, and severai Marine
cirecults and no major difriculties occurred. The change url Key=-
irsts and tuime ror setting up the KY-8 produced no siyniiicant
difricuity.

CONF LDENTIAL
2 Enclosure (7}
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS

1.iU; For Opecation EAGER PURSULT vne press release was submicted

to CTE 70.2.1.1 vn 28 Fepbruarty, UOn the atternodon ol 1 March

telease was authorized by this command and the concurrence of the
Commanding Genera:, First Marine Division was reguested. Two

days lLater subject concutren.ce was received T'weive days after

the 1nitiai assault CTE 70.2.l.,1 :requested concurrence of Commanding
Generai, 1I1I Marine Amphibious Force; this concurzence has not

been received as yet,

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUPPOURTING ARMS

1..C) General, The CATF Supporting Arms Coordinarion Center

was fully manned on D-Day. U35 OKLAHOMA CLTY CLG 5, was
assigned in direct suppoct of BLT 2,26, Cliose air support and
heiicopter escort airtcraft were assigned. Control of supporting
arms was passed ashore at 1L500H on D-Day.

2.(C) Navai Gunfire Support:

a, Schedule of Fire., Since the landing 2zones were in a
relatively triendly atea, no prep fires were pianned, All naval
guntire support was on-cali.

b. Assignment of Snips. USS OKLAHOMA CITY :CLG 5) was stationed
at Point Carol in Danang Harbor to prevent interterence with troop-
carrying helicopters and normal trarfic at Danang A.r Base.

¢, Mission. USS OKLAHOMA CITY rired only one cali fire mis-
sion on D-Day, expending 27 rounds of 6"/47 HICAP against an
enemy rocket position. Ground damage assessmant was evaluated
as excellent by the BLT 2,26 spot team.,

d. Communications, SACC communications were excelient while
USS OKINAWA was .Ln Danang Harbor. Decreasing wind lLate in the
“morning torced USS OKINAWA to steam outside the harbor entrance,
where naval gunr.re communications were lLost, necessitating the
one naval guniire cail tire mission to be rerayed over PRI-TAC
to and from SACC.

3.(C) Close Air Support:

a. Planning:

(L) The pianning for Operation EAGER PURSUIT began with
the receipt of ARG/SLF ALFA Empioyment message (CG, L1l MAF
2712322 FEB 69 requesting an Amphibious Assauit Landing in an
area west of Danang on vr about i March.

{2} On 28 February, Otticer-in-Charge, TACRON ELEVEN,
Detachment ALFA attended a couterence at FIRST MARDIV and conducted
liaison with 1lil MAF and FIRST MAW vy discuss concept oI operations.

{3) The Initiating Directive COMSEVENTHFLT 2803222
FEB 69} was received 28 February amplifying on mission, situation
and special instructions.

{4) The AOA tor Operation EAGER PURSULT was promulgated
by COMSEVENTHFLT 2811182 FEB 69 desccibing both landward and
seaward portions of the AOA,

CONFIDENTIAL
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.5, The Notice to Airmen :CTG 76,4 280820Z FEB 69) was
sent to Director, Tactical Air Contitol Center .TACC;, SEVENTH
Air Force, Sa.gon covering ACA of Operation EAGER PURSUIT up
to 8000 feet.

{6} The Air Support message .CTG 76,4 2808227 FEB 69)
and Annex Hotel (CTG 76.4 281340Z FEB 69 were a.so published on
28 Februacy 1969,

b. Execut.ion:

(ly On 1 Match one UH~LE Slick, atrrcrart arrived on
station at 0618H for command and contrtor and reported to TACC
for control., Two UH-1E (armed; aiso arrived at 0646H for Helo
Escort and reported rfor control

{2) Two A4 aircraft scheduled tor Close Air Support
{CAS) at 0645H did not check in until 0735H. The wwo A4's were
on station at 0645H but radio trouble ftorced them to return to
Chu Lai. No ordnance was expended by the A4d's.

.3) Control of Supporting Arms passed ashore and the
NOTAM was cancelied 0115008 MAR 1969,

{4) On 3 March and again on 5 March the MEDEVAC guard,
* manned by TACRON personnei along with two MEDEVAC aircraft,
moved to USS DULUTH while USS OKLNAWA was on UNREP.

{(5) In addition to processing MEDEVAC requests, numerous
FRAG requests and SAV=-A-PLANES were processed.

(6) Operation EAGER PURSUIT terminated L00800H MAR 69,
¢. Communications?

(L) TACC radiv nets were estabiished and manned in accordance
with Annex Hotel ot CTG /6.4 OPORD 30.-69,

i2) Nine nets were tequested but one was unavailable.

{3 Communications during the operation were especlally
good with aLi nets up 90% of the time. Twice there was a loss
of communications: once during a power Loss at L71.0H 6 March,
and another time when the Battalion was changing positions on
8 March.

CONFIDENTIAL
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SHIP-TO-SHORE MOVEMENT

1.(C, Airrborne. The heiricopter ship-to-shore movement was conducted
from anchor in Danang Harbor. The disadvantage of the light wind
condition encouncered was oatweighed by the much shortened distance
from launch position to L2 arrorded by anchoring. The light winds
were countered by cutting serial ass.gnments to three and four
troops vice the normal tive troops and no problems arose from

this procedure during the eariy morning hours. As the temperature
increased it became necessary tor U3S OKINAWA to get underway

to complete the off-load. Eight hec.copters were used to otf-load
each ship (LPH and LPD,. ECHO and HOTEL companies were lirced

from USS DULUTH to LZ EAGLE. FOXTROT and GOLF companies were lifted
from USS OKINAWA to LZ FALCON., Ort-load was racilltated by assign-
1ng companies ftrom each ship to a duirterent LZ. A.rcrafc retuel-
ing was conducted at Marble Mounta:n a.:lie:d. Some resupply

was conducted trom an in-cJuntry S.te.

2.(C, Waterbocne. The waterborne ship-to-shore movement was
conducted as follows:

D minus One: "B" Battery, First Battairion, Thirteenth Marine
Regiment was off-loaded from USS FORT MARION o the Bridge Ramp
Danang, in order to support Operation EAGER PURSUILT.

. D-DAY: The tr.ck piatoon was ori—roaded rrom USS WINSTON to
the Bridge Ramp Danang.

D plus One: The tank platoon was off-loaded trom USS DULUTH
to the Bridge Ramp, Danang.

CONFIDENTIAL
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0 2811182 FEB 69
FM COMSEVENTHFLT
TO (TG SEVEN 5iX PT FOJR
CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
CTF SEVEN S1X
CTF SEVEN NINE
COMUSMACV
CG II1 MAF
INFO CNO
CINCPAC
CMC
CLNCPACFLT
COMPH i BPAC
CG FMFPAC
CG *FMFFPAC (FWD,
CG FIRST MAW
CG F1RST MARDI1V
CMDR SEVEN AF
CTF ONE ONE FIVE
CTF SEVEN THREE
CTF SEVEN SEVEN
CTG SEVEN 5iX PT FILVE
CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE
CTG SEVEN NINE PT THREE
CTG SEVEN THREE PT FIiVE
CTG ONE ONE FLVE PT ONE
. CTG SEVEN ZERQ PT EILGHT
CTU SEVEN 2ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE
CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT ONE
CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT TWO
CTE SEVEN ZERO PT TWO PT ONE PT ONE
NAVCAMS WESTPAC
NAVCOMMSTAS WESTPAC -
SECRET (DOWNGRADED TO CONFIDENTLAL BY COMSAEVENTHFLT 301:102 MAR 69)”"
OPERATION EAGER PURSUIT AMPHiIBLOUs OBJECIIiVE AREA (U
A . COMSEVENTHFLTI 2803224 FEB 69
i.iC: THE SEAWARD PURTION OF THE AOA WiLn ENCOMPASS THAT SEA AREA
WITHIN A 14 MILE RADIUS CIRCLE CENTERED AT LATITUDE 1(6-12N, LONG-
ITUDE 1i08-,2EFE INCLUDiNs DANANG HARBOR AND THE ASSOCILATED ALRSPACE
FROM @-25 THOUSAND FEET. DUE TO THE DENSiIiTy OF SURFACE AND AIR
TRAFFIC LN THE DANANG AREA, FREE TRANSLT 1S GRANTED FOR SURFACE
AND AIR TRAFFIC.
Z.,C; THE LANDWARD PORTION OF THE AOA WILL ENCOMPASS THAT LAND
AREA FROM AT 9384 SOUTHWEST TO ROAD AT 9U82 THENCE SOUTHERLY
ALONG ROAD TO AT 9080 THENCE SOUTHWEST ALONG STREAM TO AT 8679
THEN SOUTH TO AT 8675 THENCE EAST TO AT 9275 THEN NORTHEAST TO
AT 9477 THENCE 1IN A NORTHWESTERLY DIRECTION ALONG RIDGE TO ROAD
IN VICLNITY OF AT 9178 THENCE TO AT 9482.
GP-4
BT
2672
2 CONFIDENTIAL
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CINCPACFLI
COMSEVENIHE I
COMPH.BE AL
COMPH.BFURSEVENIHALI
G, FMFSEVENIHFLI
CG, FMFEAC

COMPH. BIRAFAC

CG, LANFORIRACOMEAC
L0, NAVFHIBSCOL, CORONADO
COMEHIBGRU ONE
COMPHiIBGRU THREE
COMPHIBRON ONE
COMPHiIBRON THREE
COMPH.BRON FIVE
COMPHIBRUN SEVEN
COMPHIBRUGN NiNE
COMPH.BRON ELEVEN
COMLANSHIEFLOI ONE
COMIACGKU ONE
COMNAVSFECWARGRUPAL
COMNAVBEACHGRU GNE

D:51R.BUIiSN

1.51

CINCPAL
CoMUSMacy
COMNAVE GRY

Cu-
OG-
[N
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e
[TV
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NavVER BSCOL, Lilice CREBK

CUMEHIBURG 1wd
oM HiborU FUUn
LOMSERVGRU THRREE

CO, BLU UNE LIG
CU. ACU ONE CIG
CO, BMU GNE CIF
OINC BMU ONE WE DB oG
OINC ACU ONE WF DEI Liv
GINC WP DEI NAVSEECWARGRU CIG
UINC NAVBEACHGRU ONE Wi DEI ClG
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CO, UDI IH.RIEEN Cus
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Ussd
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FORI MakiON .. du 24,
DJdeosib wLED By
WiINSION (LKA 94)
OKLAHOMA CX1Y Ly 39
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COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
UNITED STATES SEVENTH FLEET
FPO SAN FRANCISCO, 96601

3500
o Ser 76/ 2.1-5

B JUN196S
From: Commander Amphibious ForCe U.S. SEVENTH Fleet

To: Commander Amphibious- Ready Group ‘ALFA,
. U.S. SEVENTH Fleet

Subj: EAGER PURSUIT Post Operation Report' approvel of (U)

Ref: - (a) Commander Amphibious Roady Group ALFA 1tr 3500
ser 017 of ‘1 Aprll 1969 : ,

: Enc;:"(l) Commander Amphibious Force, U S. SEVENTH Fleet )
‘ 1tr 3500 ser 037 of. 19 April 1969 (less Encl. (1)) -

(2) Commander SEVENTH . Fleet 1tr 3500 ser N6 588 of
27 May 1969 -

1. Reference (a) is apgroved for dxstribution ugon incor-
poration of the corrections noted in’ enclosure (1) as
approved by enclosure (2)..

2.  Enclosures (1) and (2) may be made enclosures to or
distributed with the corrected Post Operation Report if
desired. 4 ‘

~

W, CLIFT In
% Chief of Staff

DECLASSIFIED
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N312:¢CCN:gds
3500

Ser 76/037
19 APR 1969

CONFIDENTIAL - Unclassified upon removal of enclosure

From: Commander Amphibious Force, U, S, SEVENIH Fleet
To: Commander U, S, SEVENTH Fleet

Subj: Operation EAGER PURSUIT Post Operation Report:;
forwarding of

Encl: (1) COMPHIBREADGRU ALFA 1tr 3500 ser 017 of 1 April 1969
(5 copies)

1. Commander Amphibious Force, U, S. SEVENTH Fleet concurs with the
contents of enclosure (1) except as noted below:

a, Enclosure 1, page 2, note that LTCOL G. M, EDMUNDSON, USMC;
commanded BLT 2/26 from 3 March 69 until termination of the operation.

b. Enclosure 6, page 1, paragfaph 3. Change "a" to "as'.

c. Enclosure 6, page. 2, paragraph 5.b. Add "(Treated aboard
OKINAWA)" following ‘'SUMMARY- OF CASUALTY STATISTICS.™

2, The originator has taken comment regarding AIG assigmment enclosure
7, page 1, paragraph 1 of enclosure (1) for action. CTF 76 will make
AIG 16 available to the ARG Commander in a timely mammer, providing it
1s not already assigned.

3. It is noted that rounds expended by OKLAHOMA CITY indicated in
enclosure 9, page 1, paragraph 2.c. of the Post Operation Report and in
CTIG 76.4 SITREP number 1, DTG 010016Z MAR 69, differ. Total rounds
actually expended are. correctly indicated in the. Post Operation Report
(OKLAHOMA CITY 010954Z MAR 69 NOTAL refers),

F, W, CLIFT I11
Chief of Staff

Certified to be a true copy:

T

W02, USN

CONFIDENTIAL
Enclosure (1)
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UNLTED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

COMMAXDER SEVENTH FLEET
FF/7/0Wi£1
3500
Ser: N6-5838
27 MAY 1969

From: Commander SEVENTH Fleet
To: Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet

Subj: Operation EAGER PURSULT Post Operation report; approval of
Ref: (a) COMPHIBGRL “A" Comf ltr CARG "A'/Nl:ed 3500 ser 017 of
1 April 1969

(b) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT Conf ltr N312:CCN:gds 3500 ser 76/037
of 19 April 1969

1. PRefereances (a) and (b) have been reviewed and are approved for
distribution as recommended reference (a) with additioms amd correctiomns
noted reference (b).

ALDINE W. McLANE
Asst Chief of Staff
for Plans

CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY:
P B
L. O

CWo2, USN

Enclosure (2)
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COMMA@R AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP Q‘A
FPO San Francisco 96601

CARG'A/N1:kjb

3500
Sexr 037
22 April 1969
CONFIDENTIAL
From: Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet
To: Commander Amphibious Force, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet
Subj: Operation EAGER PURSUIT Il Post Operation Report;
forwarding of (U)
Ref: (a) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76 INST 3500.1C
{b} Joint COMFIRSTFLT/COMSEVENTHFLT INST 3500.3/3500.8A :
Encl: (1) Task Organization \f
(2) Initiating Directive {Omitted] ﬁ
{3) Chronology of Events *
(4) Planning/Operations (For Demonstration) .
(5) Intelligence (Omitted) D
(6) Medical/Logistics 6;27 g
(7) Communications thmxTJ ﬁl .
(8) Public Affairs (Omitted) Info 10 '\ \;}
(9) Supporting Arms PR To 3? orle . o
{10) Lessons learned (Omitted) pile O e AP
{11l) Demonstration - GD
(12) Distribution List
1. (C) Background. Amphibious Ready Group ALFA (ARG ALFA) had "

previousTy landed the Battalion Landing Team (BLT 2/26) for
Operation EAGER PURSUIT by a helicopterborne amphibious as-
sault in an area about 12 kilometers west of Danang on 1 March,
Although BLT 2,26 was chopped to Commanding General,
FIRST Marine Division (CG, FIRST MARDIV} at 1500H on 1 March,
ARG/SLF ALFA remained in support for the rest of Operation
EAGER PURSUIT,

1969.

a.
of Operations (AO) from 1 March to 7 March 1969 but no enemy

o

F Dy

BLT 2/26 did extensive search operations in their Area

i
LFy

Ten”

contact was made nor any sighting of the énemy occurred during
this period. The BLT began moving overland the evening of 7
March and assembled on 8 March at Liberty Bridge (coordinates
AT 9255325 to conduct a search and destroy operation on Go NoA
Island. BLT 2/26 was chopped to the FIFTH Marine Regiment’
(FIFTH Marines) at 081830H March 1969 for operational control.
Operation EAGER PURSUIT was terminated at 0800H on I0 March

and Operation EAGER PURSUIT II started at that time, in accord-

ance with COMSEVENTHFLT 090920Z MAR 69.

2. (C) Concept of Operations. The concept of operations was
to withdraw Battalion Landing Team 2/26 from the Operation

EAGER PURSUIT AO and move them overland to Liberty Bridge to
conduct search, clear, and destroy missions on Go Noi Island.
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a. Mission. The mission of ARG/SL#VALFA‘was ta .support
BLT 2/26 :n-country. The mission of BLT 2/26 was to advance
from the western end of Go Noi Island to the railroad berm
(North/South coordinates BT 10} conducting search, clear, and
destroy missions plus clearing trees, filling bunkers, and
removing other obstructions that could be of use to the enemy,
after withdrawal of BLT 2/26.

b. Execution. The ARG/SLF supported BLT 2/26 by providing
helicopter troop 1lifts, medical evacuations, resupply, admin-
istration and liaison flights. All flights were only as far as
An Hoa due to the lack of required armed gunships for escort.

The BLT conducted search and destroy operations in their
assigned AQO. Contact with the enemy was light, limited primarily
to sporadic sniper fire and surprise firing devices (booby
trapsj. BLT 2/26 conducted an attack on Bao An Dong Ville
(Christmas Village), i(cocrdinates AT 9853) on 15 March with
no resistance encountered.

Amphibious Ready Group ALFA conducted an Amphibious Demon- -
stration on 16 March 1969 off the mouth of the Song Cua Daxi. s
(Amplified 1in enclosure {lljj. o

On 17 March the ARG/SLF commenced liglson with IIT MAF
and FIRST MARDIV representatives to coordinate the tentative
backload of BLT 2-26 on or about 24 March,

Having reached the eastern boundary of their AO, the rail-
aoad berm, by 19 March, the BLT was withdrawn to the southwest
cn 20 March in preparaticn for a helo lift back to the ARG.
The scheduled reembarkation or BLT 2:26 was postponed at 1810
on 22 March, when CG, FIRST MARDIV directed CO, FIFTH Marines
to reposition the BLT back along the railraod berm to serve
as a blocking force for the 51ST ARVN REGT conducting a sweep
from east to west on the eastern half of Go Noi Island. BLT
2/26 moved back across the western half of Go Noi Island at
night, to be in posit:ion at the raisiroad berm by the morning
of 23 March.

The ARG/SLF ALFA commenced offloading BLT 2,26 cargc from
USS OKINAWA and USS WINSTON on 24 March, from USS DULUTH on
25 March and completed by offloading USS FORT MARION on 26
March. The cargo was offloaded on a phased basis to prevent
congestion on the limited ramp staging areas avallable.

i unti e
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The BRLT was again withdrawn from the railroad berm on Go
Noi Isiand on 26 March, On 27 March the ftour ritle companies
ot BLT 2,26 were extracted by helicopter and returned to the
USS UKINAWA. Commencing at 2B0900H the four rifle companies
plus the Batrtalion Headquarters of BLT 2,26 were ofiiocaded.
Approximately one-hait of the personnel were otfifloaded by
helicopter and the remainder pius cargo and sea bags were
otfloaded by boat the afternoon of 28 March. Operation EAGER
PURSULT 1i ended at 1i200H, 28 March 1969, HMM 362 (less six
UH - 34s and associated personnel; were otfioaded at Phu Bai
on 29 Matrch, v

3. Cj Summary of Execution:

\Lj Casualties:

Friendly Enemy
KIA 5 ]
WLA 60 1

{2} Personnel captured/detained: None.
t3) Material captured: None.
4, {C) Conclusions. For ARG/SLF ALFA, Operation EAGER PURSUIT

Ll was combat support of BLT 2,26 on a seatch, clear and destroy
operation on Go Noi lsland.

ta; The operations of ARG/SLF ALFA were not economical
suppurt ot BLT 2726,

(b An Amphibious Demonstration was planned to simuliate
a landing on the eastern end of Go Noi ILsland with the fol-
Llowing objectives: '

{(l) Contuse the VC/NVA into thinking an actual
landing was going to take place to prevent their escape
trom the western end of Go Noli Island as BLT 2/26 advanced.,

{2, Disrupt any timetables and schemes of maneuver
they may have planned for the Hoi An/An Hoa atea durlng the
TET ortensive per.iod,

i3) To procure Naval Guntire Support (NGFS; and

Close Air Support (CAS) as a partial blocking force for BLT
2/26 to work against as they advanced across Go Noi. ILsland.

3 CONFIDENTIAL

A

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

CARG'A'/NL:k)b
3500

CONF IDENTIAL

\4; Training for the ARG/SLF 1n planning and ex-—
ecutlng an amphibious assault.

{¢) The capabiiities of the ARG were oniy a very mMinor
inrluence Ln operations of the BLT after i March 1969,

5. (U; Recommendations. None.

gﬁe& té"”ﬂj
GE W. sSTROUD

e C
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TASK _ORGANIZATION

smphibious Ready Group ALFA

USS OKINAWA (LFH 3)

USS DULUIH (LPD 6)

USS WINSION (LKA 94)

U535 FORI MARION (LSD 22)

TACRON ELEVEN, DET ALFA

UDT THIRTEEN, DEI ECHO

B,U ONE, IEAM IWELVE, DET FOXIROI
BMU ONE, DEI ALFA ONE

aCU ONE, DEI ALFA

Command and Special Operations Unit
Fiagship Element
U35 OKINAWA (LFH 3)

Tectical air Control Element
TACRON 1i, DET ALFa

Beach Reconnaissance Element
UDI IEaM 13, DEI ECHC

Special Operaticns Element
BJU ONE, TEAM 12, DEI FOXIROI

Iransport area Defense Element
USS FORT MARION (LSD 22)

Navai Beach Party Element
BMU. DET ALFA ONE

Gunfire Support and Screen Unic
Iransport Unit

USS UKINAWA (LPH 3)

USS DULUTH (LED 6)

USS FORI MARION (LSD 2¢j

Cargo Unit
USS WINSTON (LRa 94y

Waterborne Control Unit
USS FORT MARION (LSD 22)

DECLASSIFIED

CAPT G. W. STROUD, USN
COMPHIBRON FIVE

CAPT G, W, SIROUD, USN
COMPHIBRON FIVE

CAFT H, D, WILLIAMS. USN
(0. USS ORINAWA (iPH 3)
LCDR K, H. WaLL, USN
¢inl, TACRON Li, DET aiFfa
LlJG B. (n) DYER. USNK
0inG, UDI 13, DEI ECHU

{156 G. B. GOTIEMCELLER. USNR
oinC, BJU L, IEAM 12, DEI “§”

COR J. W, FARLEY, USKN

CO, USS FORT MARION (LSD 22,
LisG
vind,

H. B. MEACHAM, 6 USN&
BMU DEI aLFa 1
Ncne assigned

CAPT G, Wo STROUD, USN
COMPHIBRON FIVE

LaPl “HY R, HUNIEK. USN
<O, U35 WINSTON (LKa 94)

CDR J. W, FARLEY, USN
€O, USS FORT MARION (LSD 22)
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17 76.6.5 Heliborne Control Unit CAPT H. D, WILLIAMS, USN
USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) CO, USS OKINAWA (LEH 3)
USS DULUTH (LPD 6)
16 79. 4 Special Landing Force ALFA COL J, F. McMAHON, USMC
. CO, SLF ALFA
BLT 2/26 LTCOL G, M. EDMONSON, USMC
HMM 362 LICOL J. E. SCHLARF, USMC
’:
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

10 March 1969

a. OB00H ~ Operation EAGER PURSUIT Il began with ARG/SLF ALFA in
support of BLI 2726,

b. TG 76.4 at sea in aseigned opareas off Danang. .

11 March 1969

&, IG 76,4 anchored Denang Harbor,

b. CIG 76,4 conducted liazison with III MAF on proposed demonstration
and NGFS of BLI 2/26,

¢, 1410H - CIG 76,4 submitted toc COMSEVENTHFLT a proposed plan for an
ARG demonstration and NGFS for Operation EAGER PURSUIT II,

d, 1600H - TG 76,4 underway for assigned opareas.

12 March 1969

&, O0800H - OKINAWA and FORI MARION UNREF with USS CALIENTE (A0 53).

b. CIG 76,4 conducted liaiscn with ILL MAF and FIRST Marine Division
on proposed demonstration.

i3 March 1969
&, 0900H ~ IG 76.4 anchored Danang Harbor,
b. CIG 76.4 conducted liaison with III MAF on proposed demonstration.

¢, 1211H - Received from CG, FIRST MARDIV ‘‘nc objection” to proposed
demonstration and NFGS.

d. 1930H - TG 76.4 commenced getting underway for assigned opareas.
14 March 1363

a, O0950H -~ CIG 76,4 received from CG, ILiL MAF "no objections' to conduct
demenstration,

15 Merch 1969

8, 0700 - DULUTH and WINSTON conductsd UPREP with USS TOLOVANA (AO 64).

b. 0900H - OKINAWA and FORT MARION anchored Danang, DULUTH and WINSTON
anchored Danang Harbor on completion UNREP.

Enclosure (3)
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z. 10008 - CIG 76.4 representatives conducted liaison visit and planning
conference with (O, FIFTH Marines at An Hoa concerning the proposed demonstration.

d. 1548H - CTG 76.4 requested COMSEVENIHFLT authority to execute proposed
demcnstration. and tor CTU 70.8,9 to provide NEWPORT NEWS for NGF,

e. 1630H - IG 76.4 underway for assigned opareas

£, 2030H - CIG 76.4 issued basic OPORD 302-69 (DTG 151230Z MaR 69) for
the proposed demonstration,

16 March 1969 -ﬁv;;;.

a, O800H - IG 76.4 conducted VERTREP/UNREF with USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS 3),
b. 1332H ~ Received permission fromvCOMSEVENTHFLT to execute demonstration.
¢, 1345H - Confirmed H~Hour amd L-Hour as 1335H.

d, 1420H - TG 76.4 arrived in srea off mouth of Song Cua Dai Kiver to
conduct demonstration.

e. 1421H - “Land the Landing Force” signalled by CIG 76.4.

£, 1430-1500H - USS NEWPORT NEWS (CA 148) conducted prep fire on
simulated landing Zones.

8. 1535H ~ H-Hour and L-Hour; Lending craft turned awvay 100 yards from
beach and heiicopters turned away at the beach line,

h. 1645H - Landing craft recovered, IG 76.4 ieft demonstration area
to return to assigned oparea off Danang.

17 March 1969

a. O0900H - TG 76,4 anchored Danang Harboi.
b, 1600H - IG 76.4 underway fcr assigned cpa:reas-
19 March 1963
a. U55 ORINAWA prcvided heio haven for six CH 46's and one CH 53,

20 March 1969

8. O0800H ~ OKINAWA and FORT MARION UNREP with USS IALUGA (A0 62), upen
completion snchored Danang Harbor,

b, 0900H - DULUTH and WINSTON anchored Danang Harbor.
c. 1930H - IG 76.4 commenced getting underwey for assigned oparsas.

2 Enclosure (3)
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21 March 1969

a. 0900H ~ TG 76.4 anchored Danang Harbor, -
b, IG 76.4 underway for assigned opareas prior to sunset,
¢, OKINaWA provided Helo Haven for six CH 46°s,

22 March 1969

a, 0700H ~ DULUTH and WINSTON conducted UNREP with USS MATTAPONI (A0 41).
b, OKINAWA provided Helo Haven for four CH 46's,

23 March 1969

a. 1330H - CIG 76.4 conducted liaison with NAVSUPPACT Danang-for
offload BLI 2/26 cargo and equipment.

b, OKINAWA provided Helo Haven for six CH 46's.

24 March 1969

a. 0630H -~ WINSTON and FORT MARION anchcred Danang Harbor to commence
offloading cargo from WINSTON. FORT MARION provided additional boats to
WINSTON.

b, 0930H - OKINAWA and DULUTH anchored Danang Harbor, DULUIH provided
boats to OKINAWA to commence cffload, additional boats provided from
NAVSUPPACI Danang.

Co OKLNAWA, DULUTH and FORT MARION underway for assigned opareas-

25 March 1969

a, O0l00H ~ WINSTON completed offload, underway for assigned cparea.

b. 0630H ~ DULUTH and FORT MARION anchored Danang Harbor to commence
offload DULUIH, TFORT MARION provided additional boats to DULUTH.

¢, 0930H - OKINAWA and WINSION anchored Danang Harbor. NAVSUPPACT
Danang provided boats tc assist offloading.

26 March 1969

a, 0630H - IG 76.4 anchored Danang Harbor, compieted offload FORT MARION,
WINSTON and DULUTH,

b. 1200H = DULUIH, WINSTON, and FORT MARION underway for Taiwam.

3 Enclosure (3)
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€. 1330H =

27 March 1969

a. 0750H =~
by helicopter.

b, L330H -

28 March 1969

&8, OKINAWA

b, 1200H

¢, 1300H

29 Marzh 1969

a, O0845H

4

b, 1210H
personnel).

DECLASSIFIED

OKINAWA underway for assigned oparea.

OKINAWA backloaded the four rifle companies of BLT 2/26

OKINAWA UNREP with CALIENIE,

offloaded two companies of BLT 2/26 by helicopter.
Operation EAGER PURSUIT II ended.

OKINAWA anchored Danang Harbor and completed offload BLT 2/26,

Commenced offload HMM 362 at Phu Bai.

Completed offload HMM 362 (less six UH-34's and associated

4 Enclosure (3)
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PLANNING/OPERATIONS

A. PLANNING FOR AMPHIBIOUS DEMONSTRATION:

1,(C) The plan for an Amphibious Demonstration to suppert ELT 2/26 on Go Noi

Island was developed within ARG/SLF ALFA. The concept was forwarded to COMSEVENTHFLT
on 11 Merch 1969. After lisison conferences with III MAF en 11 and 12 March and
with FTRST MARDIV on 12 March, & "no objection" was received on 1l March from

CG, III MAF. On 15 March ARG ALFA representatives proceeded to An Hoe for &

liaison and planning conference with CO, FIFTH Marine Regiment and his representatives.

Details worked out &t this conference were:

a. CTG 76.4 would request NGFS tc be on station and fire Landing Zcne {LZ)
prep fire from 161430H to 16150CH on simulated LZ's.

b, (O, FIFIH Marines would request CAS to be on station at 161500H to
complete the preparation of the lending zones for the simulated landing.

c. CSLF would furnish Air Observer (AD) from SLF staff. (CTG 79.4 hed
concurred in this previously!.

d. Simulated Landing Zones (LZ's) would be: primary LZ et coordinetes
BT 056548 and alternate LZ at coordinates BT 035345.

e. The NGFS ship and CAS aircraft would be under control of CO, FIFIH
Marine FSCC and TACC.

2.(C} CTG 76,4 submitted final plans for the Amphibious Demonstration and request
for NGFS to COMSEVENTHFLT; CG, III MAF and CTU 70.8.9 at 151548H Merch 1969.
(CTG 76.4 15074BZ March 1969).

3.(C) After some rapid exchanges of messages around noon on 16 March due to &
"non-delivery”, (of the message referred to in paragraph 2 sbove), permission
wes received to conduct the demonstration and CTU 70.8.9 designated the USS NEW-
PORT NEWS (CA 148) to conduct the NGF,
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MEDICAL/LOGISTICS
A, MEDICAL

1.(C) Operation EAGER PURSUIT II began on 10 March 1969, and ended on 28
March 1969. The operation was conducted in I Corps in Quang Nam Province. i
The ARG provided medical support for routine and priority MEDEVACS. ;ﬁ?

2.(C' The Ready Group consisted of USS CKINAWA (LPH 3), USS DULUTH (LED 6),
USS WINSTON (LKA 94, and USS FORT MARION (18D 22). The supported battalion
was BLT 2/26 with HMM 362 previding vertical support.

3.(C) The USS OKINAWA wes designated a casuelty rveceiving ship. Medical
Officers onbcard consisted of:

8. SURGICAL IEAM

(1) CDR 4. 9. RYSKAMP, Jr., OinC
(2) LCDR E. H. WIDELL, Jr.

(3} LCDR M. C. SHESKEY .
{4) LT B, $. M. SAH e

b. SHIP's MEDICAL OFFICER

(1) LT H. D. HICKEY

¢. CLEARING PLATOCN

(1) LT G. E, HARP
(2) LT I. ROUBAI
(3) LT J. W. WALLACE

d, BATIIALION SURGEON .

{1} LT 4, J. TEDFORD

e, FLICHT SURGECN

(1) LCDR V. L. FOLICH

4.(C) Most of the MEDEVACS were routine sick-call problems and most casuaitles
were of a routine and priority nature while all emergency MEDEVACS weye moved
tc in-country MEDEVAC facilities via the in-country MEDEVAC pack.

5,(&) On L0 March 1969, & request was received from the Hospital Ship REPOSE for
blood denors due to the shortage of blocd at NSA Hospital, Danang. The USS
OKINAWA, Medical Department drew sixty-three (63) units of whole blood, typed
the blocd and did serclogy tests on each unit, and sent the blood 1o the REPOSE,

6.(C) Casualty Staristics:

a. BLOOD. At the beginning of the operation forty-nine (L9) units of whele
Enclosure (6)
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blood were on hand from Cperation EAGER PURSUIT. This blood was returned to
NSA Dansng Hospital, three days later when it expired. During the operation,
sixteen (16 unite of blood were drewn from donors on the ship, Four (L) unite
were transfused, cne {1, unit was destroyed, and at the conclusion of the cpera-
ticn eleven (11} units were remaining in the Blood Bank,

b. SUMMARY COF CASUALTY STATISTICS

(1: TyIAL CASUALTIES RECELVED 91
ia) Non=Ccmbat 50 R
(b} Wounded in Action (WIA) 35
ic’ Killed in Action (KIA) 6%
\d! Died ¢f Wounds (DCW) 0

*NCTE: one of the 6 KIA's noted here was killed on 9 March
during EAGER FURSUIT but was not brought aboard OKINAWA until 10 March and is
therefore shown under casualties received by the Surgical Team as a KIA during _
EAGER PURSUIL ... ‘

(27 NoN-CUMBAT CLASSIFIED

va) FUO

~wb} Liarrhea

{7+ Sprain

(&) Dental

(2 Genltal-~Urinary
(17 Comtusicn

\g.: Abcess

{h) Back Fain
{1) Dermatitis
13) Burns

¢k’ Hematemesis

y1-Tongilitis

(m; Neurcpsychiatric
{n) Chancroid

(¢7 Abresion

{p) Strain Ligamente
{q) Gun Shot Wound (Accidental)
\r) Melena

(s} Heat Exhasustion
(t) Laceration

{u) Stematitis

(v) Gestroenteritis

PEH R ERREFEORRROND O WWW S o

, COMBAT CASUALTIES CLASSIFED

w

{a) MISSILE WOUNDS 32 ‘
Enclosure (6)
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a. Majcs T
(1) Site (Major Wounds Only)
{a! Lower Extremity h
ib) Upper Extremity 3
ic) Fasce L
{d/ Neck 1
2! Fracvures iCpen)
&) Left Fibula 1
(b} Left Calcaneus 1
{¢) Right Femur 2
{d) Right Tibie 1
e/ #2,3;4 & 5 Metatersals 1
(£} Ncse 1
b Minor 25
(b) NUN-MiSS1LE INJURLES 3
L. Burn L
2. Sprain 1
2. Puncrure {(Stick’ i
{¢: OPERATIVE CASES FERFORMED (Initial Rx Oniy)
L Majer 9
2. Minor 4
.4’ MAJCR SURGLCAL ERUCEDURES .
fipin
1. Repair Left Brachial Aztery i e
2. B.K. Amputation Letft Foot 1
3. Debridement Compound Fracture 1
Right Femur
4. Debridement GSW Right Leg 1
5. Removel Bone Fraegments Left Foot 1
Eﬂ, Debridement S/W Face d
L. Debridement S/W Neck i
ie' SUMMARY OF O,K, ANESTHESIA
. General 4
2. Spinal 4
3. Block 3
4. Local 2
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) LiSEOSITIUN

Tyzated & Released
Admitted tc Sick Bay
Discherged to Duty
Transferyed®

Died oI Wounds
Remaining in Sick Bay End of
Uperation

oyl fex It

43
48
27
18

# 6 KIA's Transferred for Care of the Dead

B, LJGISILCS

1 .7 Main“evance. USS DULUTH (LPD 6, required divers services to plug number

—

one and nuxber two boiler bottom bleow lines. Services were provided by UDT

personnel embarked on USS FCRT MARION (LSD 22).

2,10 Replenishment. A total of 12 replenishments were conducted during this

period, ten were aicngside repienishments and two were VERTREF. ‘.
SHIP DATE  NSFO* AVGAS* - JP-5* PROVISIONS STORES

CALIENTE (AU 531 12 MAR 190.424 19,000  1,2LL - -

ICLOVANA < AS 64) 15 MAR 107,357 - - - -

NIAGARA FALLS (AFS 3) 16 MAR = - - 55.5 S/T 17.2 8/T

TALUGA {AC 62) 20 ﬁAR 193,609 13,000 - - -

MATTAFCHI (AU 4. 23 MaR 166,620 - - - -

CALIENTE (AC 53 27 MAR 105,759 - - - -

* NSFO, AVGAS and JP~5 quantities in gellcns.
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© COMMUNICATIONS il

L..C} Plaaning:

&. Operarion EAGER PURSUIT II did not require the promulgation of a
comrunicaticns Annex. Communications were in accordance with the Cperation
EAGER FURSULT Aunex NOVEMBER end CTG 76.4 OPLAN 101A-69.

b. EMION wes not set during any portien of this operation.

¢. During off~lcad operations in Danang Harbor, mutual radio interference
wes encountered with elements of the FIRST Marine Air Wing on 35.2 MHZ and
36.3 MHZ. These circuits were being used for boat operations and beach control.
This situation was reported by CTG 76.4 message DTG 2415L0Z MAR 69. CINCPACFLT
mesgage DTG 26210172 MAR 69 in reply stated III MAF had priority use of these
tfrequercies. It is recommended that required freguencies be assigned permanently
to the ARG for exclusive use on these circuits.

2.{C) Reguirements Versua assets:

a. Due to the limited scope of thiz operation, equipment assets were more
than adequate to fulfill reguirements.

3.1C Usable ¥Frequencies:

a. Frequencies were adequate and usable in all spectrums except VHF(FM) and _
UEF. Due t¢ the topography of the AOA and Danang Harbor, communications were '
digrupted whenever the flagship wes ncrth of Daneng Harbor and attempted com- )
municating with units within the herbcr or ashore.

4.{C' Cryprogrephic Systems:

&. Adequate zryptographic systems were available throughcut the operation.
USKAK 279 was not used in order to avoid conflict with systems emplcyed by
Naevy and Marine operators.

2.{C: RFIC Resupply:

2. No requests for RFS draws were placed with the RPIO during the time
frame of the operation.

E.(C» Tratfic Load versus Circuit end Persomnel Availability:

8. [he trarfic load engountered in the cperatieon 4did not overtax the
availab.e circuit assets or cause any major ingrease in personnel commitments-

7.{C) Terminavions

8. The NAVUCOMMOFNET Orestes termination was excellent throughout the
opersaticn. Occasional outages were due to men aloft, ship's power failure, and
equipment fallure.
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8.(C! Broadcast Reception:

@. Fleet brcadcast reception was excellent throughout the operatian.
Missing numbers were normally procured from ships in company, CITF 76 flagship,
Amphibicus Ready Group BRAVC, or NAVSUPFACT Danang without resorting to NAVCOMMSTA
Philippines. The Low Fregquency Broadcast of 86 KHZ was successfully cepied.

9.(C} Equipment Reliability:

a. Communications were wery relisble and minor outages were corrected as
they occurred.

10.(C}) Lending Force Problems:

a, A teletype loop between the Flagship's Communication Center and Trocp
Cperations was used to pess embarked Marine's traffic v¢ them for reproduction
a9 the Merines required. This greatly reduced ships inhouse message time and
backlog. -

11.(C: Covered Voice:

a. The KY¥=8 for covered veice was used on the Maneuvering and Warning
Circuit. Reperting Circuit, end several Marine circuits and no major difficulties
cccurred,

Enclosure (7)
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SUPPORIING ARMS
A, CiD8E

i, (¢ During Operation EAGER PURSUIT I Tactical air Control Center
(IAC() radic nets were established and manned in accordance with Annex
HGIEL of CIG 76,4 OPORD 301=69., Constant communications were maintained
with 1SI MAW, while the remaining nets were monitored,

Z. (Cy All radio circuits were monitored during the Amphibious
Demomstration in the vicinity of Go Noi Island om 16 Match,

3, (U) Additional radic nets were manned during the period that
Danang was under high threat ¢f rocket attack., These nets included.
MEDEVAC Commen and the medical net between III MAF and the Hospital Ships.

4, (L) 1he TACGC relayed numercus messages between 13T MAW and CIG
79,4 concerning helo missions and requests. Several times, during the
pericd cf 19-23 March while Marble Mountain was under high threat of
rocket attack, the TACC processed requests from 1ST Maw for the USS
UKiNaWa to sezve as "helo haven" for CH-46"s and CH-33"s;

5. 4y lcrval flight operations stetistice for the cperation weres

Sorties 2745

Tasks 423

Passengers 3714

Cargo 51,0 Ioms

Hours 765.,0 .
MEDEVACS 70 i
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DEMONSTRATION AND NAVAL GUN FIRE SUPPORT

L. (C) ARG ALFA conducted an amphibious assault demonstration off the
mouth of the Song Cua Dai using helicopters, landing craft, and Beach
Jumper Unit communications dgci6:Marchy ' |Theédemonstrationruasration vag
designed to disrupt the enemy's timetable and to hinder his possible -
attempts to withdraw eastward from the western end of Go Noi Island. -

a., USS NEWPORI NEWS provided naval gunfire support by firing
landing zcne prepfires on simulated landing zones from 1430H to 1500H.
Simuiated landing zones were on the eastern end Go Noi Island, The
primary Landing Zone (LZ) was at coordinates BT 056548 and the alternate
Lz at coordinates BT 035545, Combat Air Support (CAS) was on station

at 1300H but not used due to poor visibility, ' '

b. The waterborne ship-to-shore movement of the demonstration was
crf the mouth of the Song Cum'Dai:i 'The'bodt:lane was twothousand gards
long and five hundred yards wide extending from the center of the Line
0f Departure (LOD) at Grid coordinate BT 235595 along axis 220 degrees
tzue. The FCS made maximum display of boats by having them move back
and forth in a column across the LOD and then turn toward the beach,
down the boat lane,in a corpen mcvement. Wave one consisted of the
wave gulde comman&gr and six LCM8's, wave two consisted of the wave
guide commander , five LCM6's, and the heavy salvage boat. Boats:
proceeded in & column down the boat lane to simulate an approach for
going up the river for a landing, only to turn away as directed by
BCS at H-Hour (1535H).

¢, The helicopter ship=to~shore movement of the demonstration
conaisted of L2 helicopter airbecrne and orbiting over the LFH then
makin g their approach toward point JASPER (coordinates BT 220570),
The heitcopters turt®@ away at point IABPER at L-Hour (i-Hour '1535H).

d. The Beach Jumper Unit conducted communications in line with
their primary mission for a period of 1.5 hours.

€. [The SLF ALFA Air Observer and close air support aircraft were
cn station at [430H and 1500H respectively but returned to base due to
poor visibility,

Z, () Visibility on the afternoon of 16 March 1969 was limited to
abcut two miles due to haze, Ihe effectiveness of the demenstration
was reducred due to the poor -wvisibility, Commsnding General, FIRST
Marine Division reported no unusual enemy movement or zeaction that
could pe directly attributed to the demonstration.
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CiINCFACFLT
COMSEVENTHFLT

COMPHIBFAC
CGMEHIBFORSEVENTHFLT

CG. FMPSEVENIHFLT

(G, FMFPAC

COMPHIBTRAPAC

G,  LANFORIRACOMPAC

€O, NAVEHIBSCOL, CORGNADO
COMEHIBGRU ONE

COMEHIBGRU THREE
COMEHIPRON ONE

COMPHIBRON IHREE
COMBHIBRON FIVE
CUMPHIBRON SEVEN
COMPHIBRON NiNE
GUMPHIBRON ELEVEN
COMLANSHLPFLUT ONE
COMIACGKU ONE
COMNAVSPECWARGRUPAC
COMNAVBEACHGRU ONE

00, BJU ONE

CO. ACU ONE

CU, BMU ONE

GLNC BMU ONE WP DEIL

0:NC ACU ONE WP DET

OINC WP DEI NAVSPECWARGRU
UINC NAVBEACHGRU GNE WP DET
OINC NAVSECGRU WE DET

€O, TACKON ELEVEN

C0, UDT THIKIEEN

USA C8GSC. FT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS
GINC NAVIACDOCACT

CINCPAC

CUMUSMACV

COMNAVFORV

CG, Ii1 MAF

CG, V MEF

CG, 1ST MaRDIV

CG, 3RD MaRDIV

CG, 5TH MARDIV

CGy 1ST Maw

CNO (GPO9B9) HISTORICAL DIV,
MC

COMPHIBLANT

CG, FMFLANT

PRES. NAVWARCOL

CMCS QUANITCO, Va

CHAIRMaN AWB COMEHIBTRALANT
CG, LANFOKTRACUMLANT

CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, LITILE CREEKR
COMPHIBGKU IWO

COMPHIBGRU FOUR

COMSERGRU THREE

CIG 73,5

CTG 70.8

CIF 115

CIG 76,4

CIG 76,5

CIC 79.4

CIG 79,5

CO, -BLT 2/26

CO, HMM 362

G, USS ORINAWA LPH 3)

CC, USS FURT MARION (LSD 22)
€O, USS DULUIH (LED 6)

CO, USS WINSTON (LKA 94)

CO, USS NEWPGRI NEWS (CA 148)
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. COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS FORCE .
UNITED STATES SEVENTH FLEET (J©. v ' 0 0o o
FPO SAN FRANCISCO, 96601 el bl O
| N314:RHL:gds
3500 .-

- Sexw 76/ 06‘\ '
3 JUNiSBS

CONFIDENTIAL - Unclassifxed upon removal of enclosure (1)

}' %A\Iu‘,/

From.',Commander Amph1bious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet
To: Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA,
© U.S. SEVENTH Fleet

Subj: EAGER PURSUIT I1I Post Operat1on Report' ' r
. approval of (U) . _ _ S

Ref: V.(a) Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA 1tr 3500
: ser 037 of 22 April 1969 _

Encl: (1) Commander Amphibious Force, U.s. SEVENTH Fleet
- - ltr ser 76/045 of 8 May 1969

- (2) Commander U.S. SEVENTH Fleet ltr ser N6- 589 of S s

27 May 1969 - ' ‘ &

(U) Reference (a) is approved for distribution upon ' : ‘V?
completion of corrections as required by enclosures (1) : ' X
and (2). : ‘

2. (Uy Enclosures (1) and (2) may. be ‘-made enclosures to
or distributed with the corrected Post 0perat1on Report
if desired.
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
COMMANDER SEVENTH FLEET
FE/7/FMMthy
3340
Ser N6-58%
27 May 1969

trom: Commander SEVENTH Fleet
Tos Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENIH Fleet

subjs Operation EAGER PURSUIT 11 “ost Operstion Report; approval of

Refs  (#) COMPHIBREADYGRU VA" Comf ltr CARG"A"/Nl:kjb 3500 ser 037 cf
22 April 1969
(b) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT Conf ltr N31:RML:gds 3500 ser 76/045
of 8 May 196%
(c) CTG 76.4 MSG DTG 270010Z MAR 69
(d) CTG 79.4 MSG DTG 221416Z MAR 69

1. References (:) and (b) have been reviewed and are approved for digrribution
+5 reconmended reference (a) with corrections and comments noted reference
{b) subhject to the following:

a4, Page 3, paragraph 3 - the enemy casuslty summary noted agrees with
reference (¢), but does not reflect results reported reference (dj. A
reconciliation of this conflicting enemy killed in action count is reguired.

ALFINE W, MclLANE
Asst Chief of Staff
for Plans

CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY:

T

CWO2, USN
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N31:RHL: gds
3500

Ser 76/045
8 May 1969

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commander Amphibious Force, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet
To: Commander SEVENTH Fleet

Subj: EAGER PURSUIT II Post Operation Report; forwarding of (U)

Encl: (1) COMPHIBREADGRU ALFA 1tr 3500 ser 037 of 22 April 1969
(5 copies) \

1. (U) Commander Amph’ibious.Force9 U. S. SEVENTH Fleet concurs
with the contents of:enclosure (1) except as noted below:

a. Page 1, add under Encl: ' (12) DISTRIBUTION LIST".

b. Page 1, last sentence, paragraph l.a., change ''090902Z"
to read "090920Z". '

c. Page 2, paragraph 2,b., next to the last‘sentenceU change
"9835" to read ''9853",

2. (C) The originator.has:previously taken action concerning

assignment of circuits: for:exclusive use by the ARG as' recommended

in enclosure 7, page 1, paragraph.1l.c., of enclosure (1). Two VHF
frequencies have been assigned to CIG 76.4 for exclusive use as approved
by CG III MAF,

F, W. CLIFT III
Chief of Staff

Copy to
CIG 76.4

CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY:

CWo2, USN »
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COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP ALFA
FPO San Francisco 96601

CARG'A'/Ni:ft

3500

Ser: 020

13 May 1969
CONFIDENTIAL
From: Ccmmander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA, U.S. SEVENTH

Fiaar

To: Commzndes Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet

Sup ;s Upg;Jtlun EAGbR PURSULIT 1II Post Operation Report;
J..aa.w.a..uda.l., SE

Ret: {a) CCMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CT# 76 INST 3500.1C
{b} Joint COMFIRSTFLT/COMSEVENTHFLTINST 3500,3/3500.8A

Encl: (L; Task Organization

{2} Initiating Directive {(Omitted;

13) Chironology of Events

14} Pranning/Operations (Omitced)

{5) Inteliigeace (Omitted;

(6 Medical, Logistics

(7)) Colmunications

(8} Public Arf:z.rs (Omitted) g
(9. Bupporting Arms *ﬁﬁ”ﬁﬂ§
(107 Lessous Learned (Omitted)
VLl Uthexr TOinitted)

{12 Duistribution

1. {C} Baciiground. On the return of ARG ALFA to 1 Corps
Tactacal Zene (ICTZ) from upkeep in Subic Bay, Battalion
Landinyg Team 1,26 was in defensive positions north of Danang
and couid not be embarked antil the completion of Operation
OKLAHOMA HILLb Therefcre, COMSEVENTHFLT instructed ARG
ALFA to enbalg -362 aqq commence support Operatioun

EAGER PURSUI
0910660

d . Ma.bu.LJrlu
helicopter augmentdtlJ
and luglstTid support. &aﬁﬁvq}
provids h='¢ haven and medical facl. S
Marine aciivities ashoue,

b. Execution. Operation EAGER PURSUIT III started at”
160800H with the backloading of HMM-362 oft Phu Bai. On
completion of the backload, ARG/SLF ALFA was responsive to
CG, 1II MAF requests tor support throughout the ICTZ.

CONFIDENTIAL
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{1} Support rendered included sending two HMM-362
hellcoptess in-country daliy to FIRST Marine Division (FIRST
MARDIV;, as Command and Control aircratt. Three add.tional
aircratt wece assigned to FIRST MARDIV each day as courier
aircratt. Lt was not necessary tor USS OKINAWA to provide
helo haven during the operation. The first MEDEVACS were
received trom in-country on 21 April and a total of seven
were received and treated during the operation.

CONFIDENTIAL

{2} On 24 April elements of BLT 1/26 began embarkation
with the final elements embarking shortly after Operation
EAGER PURSUILIT 111 was terminated at 260800H.

4. {C) Conclusions.

a. The mission of ARG,/SLF ALFA in FAGER PURSUIT 1lII was
to pruvide helicopter support to IIT MAF. In this etfort
HMM-362 flew 1274 sorties for a total of 370 hours. The
operation is considered successful ln that all support
requested by I1I MAF was provided by ARG/SLF ALFA.

b. Seven MEDEVACS were brought to and treated by USS
OKINAWA. This phase is also considered successrul in that
all services reguested by III MAF were provided by ARG/ SLF
ALFA facilities.

¢. Heliv haven, although available, was not requested
by LII MAF.

d. Aithough the missicn was accomplished, lts scupe
wag too nacrow to make full use of all ARG/SLF ALFA assets.

4. Recomnendation. None.

CONFIDENTIAL
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TASK ORGANIZATION

TG 76.4 Axpaibious Ready Group ALFA oo ZAPT G W. STROUDS, USKN
SOMERIBRUN FIVE

Uss 3<”'5W& VLPE 3}
USS SULUTH (1FD 5
ERI) N;v PN (LKA 9i)

U538 FORT MARION (LSD 227

USS [CRIUGA {LSD 26} (Except from 18CCOLH to
201442H APR 69)

racaon ELEVEN DET ALFA

UDT iMIRTEEN DET ECHO

BJU ONE TEAM TWELVE DET FOXTROT

EMU ONE DET ALFA ONE

ACU UNZ DET ALFA

Ar . W. STRGUD, USN
‘\UMPHIBRON FIVE

(9]

1{1

TU 7€.5.0 ommand wad Speciel Operaticons Unit

(-\

()

T 76 46! 1 }‘_Lfa.g A]J.P Biemeant

0—1

USS OKINAWA

AFT H. D, WILLIAMS. USHN
0, USS OKINAWA \LPH 3)

(@

TE 76.4,0.8 Taciical ALlr Conteool Rlemeat LCOR R. H. WALL, USN
TACRUY SLEVEN DET ALFA 0inC, TACRON 1i, DET ALFA
T 76.L.2.3 Heach Beconcaissance Ziement LISG B, P. DYER, USNR
ULl IBLRIAEN DREL ECHC UinZ, UDT 13, DELl ECHU
1E 76 4 0 Speoaal upsraiiins Elemeac ENS ¥. L. HOWARD, USKR
Eod ofb IBAM TWELVA DEY FOXIRCY Gial, BJU 1 TEAM 1% DET FUXTROT
TE 6.4 003 raaeposs hrce: Defense Elemeat CLR J. . VOGEL. Jf. USN
Uso LoRiUGa ' L3U 26) Cu, w35 JLRIVGA (SD -6
USS3 FUHL MARLCN (DD 22) CDk &, W. PARLEY. USH
ViBUCLAE ~ 201B«cH, LU, Uss FORT MARION (.3D 22
TE 76.4.0.6 Nava. Beach rfarty Blsment LT,¢ H. B. MEACHAM, USNR
BMU USE DET ALFA ONE DinC, BMU 1 DET ALFA 1
U 75060 Guoia.rs Support and Sireen Unit Nene Assigned
TU 76.4.2 Trascpoit doit CaFT G, W, STROUD, UBsN
‘ - COMPHIBROK FIVE
USS CKLdAwWE L LPH 3¢
US3 DJLUTR (LED &}
UsSS TUHIUGA (L3D =63/
Ush FURD MARION (13D 2z
TU T6. 4.3 Cargo Unit CAPT "H" R. HUNTER, USN
Us3 WINSTON (LXa 94) CO, USS WINSTON (LKA 9u)
TG T€. 4.4 Waterborne Control Unit CDR 9. J. VOGEL, JR., USN
Uss TCRTUGA (LSD 26) €O, USS TORTUGA (LSD 26}
0SS FORT MARLUN (L3D 22) COR J. W. FARLEY, USN
L 180001LH ~ £C1us2H) 0, USS FURT MARION (LSD 22

Enclosure (1)
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DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

TU T6.4.5

L)

G
-

"G
1

Heliborne Cor_ztrol Unlt
USS OKINAWA {LFH 3)

oD
Sp=

HMM

Ldlold Lro o,

-

362

sanding Fors

CAPT H, D. WILLIAMS, USN
CO, USS OKINAWA (LPH 3)

SOL W. . DOTY, USMC
<O, SLF ALFA
LICOL §. E. SCHLARE, USMC

Fnclosure (1)
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CHRONOLOGY QF EVENTS

16 Apridl 1969

a 0800H - Commenced Operation EAGER PURSUIT IlI in accomdgnoe
with COMSEVENTHFLT 1403322 APR 69.

o, 08UVH - Commsnced backload of HMM=362 off Phu Bai.

c. 1200H - CTG 79.4 assumed OPCON of HMM-362. ﬂi?
d. 1800H - Backivad HMM-362 completad on board USS OKINAWA., ;’f
e, TG 6.4 Steamed in assigued upareas. ﬁ

17 Apcil .39%9

a. O0730H - TG 76.4 ships anchored in Danang harbor to
ivad cacygu or BLT L/26.

b. USS FORT MARION d.verted to Cua Viet for LCM=-8 Lift
to Danang.

¢. O0BOUH - US5 TORTUGA cttlvaded an LCU and two LCM-8's
vt ACU ONE Det ALFA .n Dananyg Harbor.

d. i900H - USs DULUTH assumed tactica. command ci U338
TORTUGA und proceeded to UNREP with UsS8 TALUGA. BMU ONE Dst
ALFA ONE reuiained .n Danang to assist USS WINSTON with bDatk-
luading.

18 Apiil Y09

a. U00LH - US5 TORTUGA deierad fcom TG 76.4 and proceeded
on duties assiyned

b. UBUUH - Uss DULUTH anchured in Danang Harbor to back=
luad BMU ONE Det ALFA.

.  .320H - Uso FURT MARIUN lLoaded damayed LCM-B's at
Cua Viet tu: turther transter to Danang.

19 Aprii 1969

a, UsU0H - USS FORI MARION anchored in Dananyg to vifload
damaged wwCM-8's and backlivaded LCU and two LCM-8's cor ACU ONE
Det ALFA prsev:ously oiticaded by JSS TORIUGA.

b. USS FORT MARION developed trouble starboard main engine
(see encLosure i6j ).,

20 April 1969

a. O0BOOH -~ USS OKINAWA UNREP USS COOK (LPR 130)

Enclosure (3)
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b. OBLSH - CTG 76.4 and Staff Logistics Officer visited § R
USS FORT MARION. USS FORT MARION CASREPED number one main
engine reduction gear.

c. 0930H - RADM F. 7. NOKRRI3, Mé, USN, Inspector General{ﬁ@thm}
Medical Corps, visited USS OKINAWA.

4. 1000H - USS FORT MARION anchored Danang Harbor to
offload one LCU and twoc LCM-8's of ACU ONE Det ALFA and
proceeded to Subic Bay, P.I. for repair to number one
main engine xeduction geari.

e. 1442H - USS TORTUGA assigned to TG 76.4 to replace 1 s
USS FORT MARION. ‘ v

21 Aprili 1969

a. O0730H - TG 76.4 anchored in Danang Harboi: for back-
loading BLT 1/26 Admin/Rear-.

b. TG 76,4 underway from Danang Harbor prior to sunset
for assigned vpareas.

22 Aprili 1969

a. 0730H - US5 OKINAWA UNREP Lrom USS CALIENTE.

b. 09C0H - USS OKINAWA and helicopters from HMM-362
conducted a search northeast of Danang where US3 CAL1ENTE
reported mau overboard on morniag of 22 Aprcil. Search
terminated at sunset with negative results.

c. 0830H - CTG 76.4 conducted liaison weth 111 MAF on
backload of BLT 1,26,

23 Aprii 1969

a, 1045H - TG 76.4 anchored Danang Hairbor to complete
backload or advance party BLT 1,26.

b. 0730H - Representatives trom CTG 76.4, CTG 79.4 and
2.0, of BLT 1,26 conducted aeriali survey uf areg abour two
miles south of Cua Viet to determine suitability ror an
amphibious I&nearssai siLea,

c. TG 76.4 ships underway tor assigned opareas prior
to sunset.

d. 1700H - USS OKINAWA and USS DULUTH UNREP- from USS

PASSUMPSIC.
/

24 April 1969

a. O0330H - USS TORTUGA rendezvous with TG 76.4 in assigned
oparea.

2 : Enclosure (3) ‘
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b, 0730Hi --USS TORTUGA anchored Danang Harbor to embark LCU and two LCM-8's

of BMU ONE Det ALFA ONE previously off-loaded by USS FORT MARION on 20, April,
On completion USS TORTUGA returned to assigned oparea.

25 April 1969

a. TG 76.4 ships less USS OKINAWA anchored prior to first light in Danang
Harbor to commence embarkation of BLT 1/26.

b. 1626H - Completed embarkation of BLT 1/26.

26 April 1969

a. EAGER PURSUIT 1II terminated in accordance with COMSEVENTHFLT message
251644Z APR 69, ‘

3 Enclosure (3)
CONFIDENTIAL
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MEDICAL/LOGISTICS

CONFIDENTIAL

A, MEDICAL.

L. (C) Operation EAGER PURSUIT III began on 16 April 1969
and ended on 26 April 1969. The operation was conducted in
I Corps in Quang Nam Province. BLT 1/26 was under the
operational control of 26TH Marine Regiment with the ARG
providing medical support for routine and priority MEDEVACS.

2. (Cj The Ready Group consisted of USS OKINAWA (LPH 3), i
USS DULUTH {LPD o), USS5 WINSTON (LKA 94), USS TORTUGA (LSD 26),

and USS FORT MARION {LSD 22). No battalion was embarked and
HMM-362 pruvided helocopter support to III MAF,

3. (C} The USS OKINAWA was designated as casualty receiving
ship. Medical Oitficers on board consisted of:

a. SURGICAL TEAM

{1) CDR J. J. RYSKAMP, Jr., 0inC ‘ “F**’
{2) LCDKR E. H. WIDELL, Jr. C
{3% LT B. C. N. SaH

b. SHIP'S MEDICAL OFFICER

{4, LT H. D. HICKEY

¢. CLEAKRING PLATOON

{57 LT G. E. HARP
163 LT 1. ROUBAL
V75 LT J. W. WALLACE

d. BATTAL:UN SURGEON

v8) LT T. R. GADACZ

e. FLIGHT SURGEON

{9) LCDR V. L. PLICH

4. (C) LCDK M. C. SHESKEY, the Anesthesiologist for Surgical
Team ALFA, was on Emergency Leave and since no replacement

has been received tor the Nurse Anesthesist, the USS OKINAWA
was not up to full casualty receiving capacity.

5. (C) All of the MEDEVACS were of routine sick-call problems
and the casualties were of a routine nature with one beimng
received trom 1iST MED BLT for further treatment. All emergency
MEDEVACS were moved to in-country medical facilities via the
in-country MEDEVAC pack. There was one emergency appendectomy
performed during this period.

Enclosure (6)
CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
CONFIDENTIAL
6. {C) Casuality Statiptics:
a. BLOOD: There were no units of blood on hand at the |
peginaing <L the Speiation nor were any drawn from NSA Danang |
Hospital cr other commands. :

b. BUMMARY OF CASUALTY STATISTICS

{1} TOTAL CASUALTIES RECEIVED 7
{a} Non-Combat 5
(b Wounded in Action (WIA) 2
i¢) Killed in Action (KIA) 0
dj Died of Wounds {DOW) 0
{2} NON-COMBAT CLASSIFIED
wa) Sprain 1
b) Puncture Wound 1
(c) Hetnla 1
id) Laceration 1
te} Sunburn 1
(3) COMBAT CLASSIFIED
ia) MISSILE WOUNDS p)
1) Major 0
(4! Minor 2
{b) OPERATIVE CASES PERFQRMED 0
¢y MAJOR S8URGICAL PROCEDURES 0
(d; SUMMARY OF O. R, ANFSTHESIA 0
(@j DISPOSITION
\L) Treated & Released 3
(2) Admitted to Sick Bay 4
.3) Discharged to duty 0
i4) Tranferred 0
51 Died of Wounds 0
161 Remaining in Sick Bay end
ot Opecration 4
2 Enclosure (6)
CONFIDENTIAL
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B LOGISTICS.

1. {C) Maintenance. SS FORT MARION (LSD 22), after having
been ioaded with a medium lcad and steaming about 12 hours,
discovered metal particles on the magnet in the number one
main engine lube oil strainers. An inspection of the reduction
gears revealed that the second reduction gears had started
tc wear. Further investigation proved that the main thrust
bearing was not loaded and all the thrust was placed on the
reduction gear thrust bearings. It was also discovered that
one reduction gear thrust beating had started to wipe. FORT
MARION steamed to Subic Bay on number two main engine for
repairs to the numbetr one main engine .

2. (Ci UNREPS/VERTREPS. Four underway refueling operations
were conducted; two for USS DULUTH (LPD 6), one for USS
WINSTON (LKA 94) and one for USS OKINAWA (LPH 3). USS TORTUGA
{LSD 26) received stoves from USS TALUGA (AO 62).

SHIP " NSFO AVGAS STORES

USS TALUGA (AQ 62) 100,531 GAL —————— L.5 s/T
USS CALIENTE (A0 53! 180,173 GAL 25,80u GAL 3 S/T
USS PASSUMPSIC (AO 107} 17,465 GAL =====- 1 5T
3 Enclosure (6)
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COMMUNICATIONS

L. (Ci plaoning.

a. Operation EAGER PURSUIT 1Il did not require the
promalygation of a Communications Annex. Communications
were in accordance with the Operation EAGER PURSUIT Annex et
November and CTG 76.4 OPLAN 101A-69.° EMCON was not set A
during any portion of the vperation as the operation o
commenced with BLT 1,26 ashore.

2. (Ch Reguitrements versus Assets.

a. Bguipment assets were adequate to handle all require- |
ments due to the limited scope of the operation and the fact
that BLT i,26 was in=-country and not attached.

3. {Cy Usabie Frequengies.

a. As experienced in EAGER PURSUIT and EAGER PURSUILIT 1[I,
communications weie disrupted between units within Danang
Halbot and thuse at sea due to the topography of the area
invoived. Freguency assignments to the LPD L/L and LPH
UHF Home: fut WESTPAC deployment created mutual interference,
Lack ot ded.cated VHF (FM, treguencres for boat control
for ARG ALFA .:e¢ated safety hazarde, interference, and
unnecessary message trarfic whiie embarking the BLT. The
periis of nuitiple buat operaticus, Loading and univad.ny
Amtiacs, oMMl and otheér 2Upp.ies without adequate Commutiya=
tions caused problems ko the Beachmaster Unit and the PCs.

4. (¢ Cryprugraphic Systems.

a. Adeguate cryptographic systems were avallable thruugh-
put the uperation.

5, (€ RPIO Resuppiy
a, No dutficuicies were encountered with RPS cesapply.

6. (C} Tratfi: and Load versus Circuit and Perschnei Avaisabiiity.

a, Tne rtraific load throughout the operation was normaliy
consistent witt Lhe sveryday Lcarflic voiume Ln the Vietnam :
area. N3 particular trartic handling problems were encountered.

7. {C. Termination.

a. The NAVCOMMOPNET ROMULUS termination with NAVCOMMSTA
Philippines was shifted to an ORESTES system within the early
days of the operation when the USS VALLEY FORGE relinquished
their Danang termination, Occasional OUTAGES were mainly
attributable to men aloft and ship's power failure.

Enclosure (7) i
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8. (C" Broadcast Reception.

a Fieet Broadcast reception was excellent throughout
the Joperativn, using the 3072 KHZ broadcast re-keyed by
NSA Danang.

9. {(C) Eguipment Reliability.

a. Communications equipment was very reliable and repairs L
were made as s0on AS required. The realistic performance of Lo
the PMS checks contcibuted greatly to fore-knowledge of 1 e
deter:urating clocuitry within equipment in sufficient time
td permit Tortectlve action prior to actual outage. ‘ ?

10. C) Ky-8§.

a. The KY-8's ftor covered voice were used on the maneuvermng
and warning ciccust, reporting circuit, and several Marine 5
cireuits. Though no major difficulties occurred, a potential ‘ ’
loss of these circuits is posed by: A lack of adequate repair=
men, inadequate spare parts, minimum allowance of equipment,
and an inherent overheating problem, , ;

2 Enclosure (7)
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SUPPORTING ARMS

L. {Ci Ciose Air Support.

a. Dur.ng Operation EAGER PURSUIT 1I1, TACC radio nets
were established and manned in accordance with Annex Hotel
ot CTG 76.4 OPLAN 101A-69.

b. Six nets were operating, two of which were MEDEVAC

Common and the medical net between II1 MAF COC and the
hospital snips.

c. [a.C was usetul in passing messages and frag
reguests to the FIRST MAW TADC. On two occasions
heavy lift aircrarbt were requested trom FIRST MAW TADC

x_hx.OUgh Tal.

d. Total fliight operation statistics for Operation
EAGER PURSULT I1I were:

«lj Sorcies 1274

(2) Tasks 225

(31 Passengeis 1478

(41 CatJo 21,4 Tons
(5 Hours ’ 369.8

{6y, MEDEVACS 10

Enclosure (9)
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DISTRIBUTION LIBT

CINCPACFLT CINCPAC
COMSEVENTHFLT COMUSMACV
COMPHIBPAC COMNAVFORV
COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT CG, III MAF
CG, FMFSEVENTHFLT CG, V MEF

CG, FMFPAC CG, 1ST MARDIV
COMPHIBTRAPAC CG, 3RD MARDIV

CG, LANFORTRACOMPAC
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, CORONADO
COMPHIBGRU ONE

CG, 5TH MARDIV
CG, 1ST MAW

CNO (OP09B9) HISTORICAL DIV

COMPHIBGRU THREE cMC

COMPHIBRON ONE COMPHIBLANT

COMPHIBRON THREE CG, FMFLANT

COMPHIBRON FIVE PRES. NAVWARCOL

COMPHIBRON SEVEN CMCS QUANTICO, VA,
COMPHIBRON NINE CHAIRMAN AWB COMPHIBTRALANT

COMPHIBRON ELEVEN
COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE

CG, LANFORTRACOMLANT
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, LITTLE CREEK |

COMTACGRU ONE COMPHIBGRU TWO
COMNAVSPECWARGRUPAC COMPHIBGRU FOUR
COMNAVBEACHGRU ONE COMSERVGRU THREE

€O, BJU ONE CTG 73.5

CO, ACU ONE CTG 76.4

CO, BMU ONE ' CTG 76.5

OINC BMU ONE WP DET CTG 79.4

OINC ACU ONE WP DET CTG 79.5

OINC WP DET NAVSPECWARGRU co, BLT 1/26

OINC NAVBEACHGRU ONE WP DET co, BMM 362

OINC NAVSECGRU WP DET CO, USS OKINAWA (LPH 3)
CO, TACRON ELEVEN CO, USS FORT MARION (LSD 22)
€O, UDT THIRTEEN €O, USS DULUTH (LPD 6)
USA C&GSC, FT LEAVEMWORTH, KAN. €O, USS WINSTON (LKA 94)
OINC NAVTACDOCACT cO, USS TORTUGA (LSD 26)
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CKMHWANDBJ!AMPHIBKHﬁiFORCL
UNITED STATES SEVENTH FLEET
FPO. SAN FRANCISCO 96601 .

t;gcl)g :CCN '-'-a.;dé -
Ser 76/ 06 6
jeoJuN@BR. -

CONFIDENTIAL - Unclassrfied upon remoual of enclosure (1) =

" From: Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet
Tos - Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA,
p U.S. SEVENTH Fleet o

Subj: Operation EAGER PURSUIT III Post Operatron Report;
K approval of '

" 'Refs (a).Commander Amphibious Ready - Group ALFA 1tr 3500
ser 020 of 13 May 69

Encl: (1) Commander Amphlb:l.ous Force, U.S., SEVENTH Fleet
ltr 3500 ser 76/056 of 27 May 1969 :

(2)ucommander U.Se SEVENTH Fleet ltr 3340 ser. NG 622 -
of 9 June 1969

1. Reference (a) is approved for. distrrbution upon comple-
tion of corrections as requxred by enclosure (1).

2. Enclosures (1) and (2) may be made enclosures to or
distributed with the corrected Post Operation Report if
desired
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. . N31L4:RHL;gds
3500
Ser T6/056 e
27 MAY 1969 ot

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet
To: Commander SEVENRTH Fleet

Subj: EAGER PURSUIT III Post Operation Report;
forvarding of (U)

Encl: (1) Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA 1ltr 3500
ser 020 of 13 May 1969 (5 copies) '

1. (C) Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet comcurs with the | iy
contents of enclosure (1) except as noted below: v | o

a. Page 3, Enclosure (3), delete paragraph b under 25 April 1969 and
change paragraph "c" to "b". Add "26 April 1969", "a. EAGER PURSIT III
terminated in accordance with COMSEVENTHFLT's message 2516LLZ APR 69."

b. Enclosure 12, change "COMSERGRU THREE" to read "COMSERVGRU THREE". §  E%ﬁ

2, (C) It is noted that the figures for comulative hours flown by HMM 362
and MEDEVACS as shown in enclosure 9, paragraph 1.d., and CTG T6.lL message
260006Z AFR 69, (Final sitrep for EAGER PURSUIT III) do not reconcile,

A review of separate recorde maintained by TACRON ELEVEN indicates that the
figures in enclosure (9) are correct.

F. W. CLIFT III | v !
Chief of Staff 3 L

Copy to:
CTG T6.4

Cerﬁi:%;gﬁpo.be a true Yy
2. { Wb ‘ CONFIDENRTIAL

Staff Secretary ENCLOSURE (1 ;
Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA URE: (1) -
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UFITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
COMMANDER SEVENTH FLEET

»” A

’ .

FF/T7/FEM:tim

3340

Ser: N6-622

9 June 1969

From: Commander SEVENTH Fleet
To: Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet

Subj: Operation EAGER PURSUIT III Post Operation Report; approval of

Ref: (a) COMPHIBREADYGRU "A" Conf ltr CARG "A"/N1:ft 3500 ser 020 of
13 May 1969
(b) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT Conf ltr N314/RHL:gds 3500 ser 76/056
of 27 May 1969

1. References (a) and (b) have been revieved and are approved for distributiom

as recommended reference (a) with corrections noted reference (b).

ALPINE W. McLANE
Asst Chief of Staff. .
for Plans

Certified to be a true copy

/,,,faf’

« L, ON
Staff Secretary
Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA

ENCLOSURE (2)
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COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP ALFA
U., 8. SEVENTH FLEFET
FPO San Francisco 96601

CARG'A'/N31l:ft §  }}
3500 ? e
Ser: 023 R
1 June 1969 S
CONF iDENTIAL o
From: Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA, U.S. SEVENTH Fleqt I
To: Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet ‘ b
Subj: Operation DARING REBEL Post Operation Report; tOderdlnq Lo
or (U)
~ w
Ref: {a) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76 INST 3500.1C 0
(b} Joint COMF1RSTFLT,COMSEVENTHFLT INST 3500.3,3500. BA < . .
AN
Encl: (L) Task Organization o
(2, f~ ti:z..ny Dicect..e,/Modification to Initiating Lo
Directive AN
{3) Chronoiogy of Events b1;¢
{4) Planning,Operations N0
{5} Intelligence Y
{6) Medical,Logistics %;E
(7) Commuanications ;
{8 Publiic Atfaitrs Cve N
{9; Supporting Arms sie o :
(10} Lessons Learned (Omitted) g ?
{11; Ship-tu-Shore Movement,Amphibious Demonstration/ Seente ;=a
Wwichdrawal; Psychological Operations ~
{lz:; Distripbution ot 00 ﬁgg
c..o : V.
1. (Cj Backgrvund. Barcier Island, a wedge-shaped island eoee }
located about twenty miles south-southeast of Danang in -¢§o §
Quang Nam and Quang Tin Provinces, was a known harboring and . <
staging area and considered a rest and recreation area for M A4 X
viet Cong (VC) and Viet Cony Intrastructure (VCI}. The VC/ b P
VCl had entrenched themselves with numerous bunkers, AA - BN
sites and arms caches and had won some sympathetic support T n,
irom the indiygenous populace. Probable enemy units in the %
[

area inciuded the V.25 Local Force (LFj Battalion, Q.80

Local Force Company and 105th Local Force Company. The
carrent Black List contained over 220 names. There had

peen other succtessful amphibious operations on Barrier Island,
always with signiticant VC casualties and a considerable
amount Ot contacc.

R
~

a. Commanding General, IIl Marine Amphibious Forces,
Danang, Vietnam, (CG, III MAF), requested approval on 1 May
1969 trom Commander SEVENTH Fleet to employ Amphibious

[

CONFIDENTIAL

915475

é?j*vnu or = ﬂ’olp

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

coumnmu‘n : . ———

Ready Group/Special Llndtng FGCce (ARG/SLF) ALFA in an amphiblous operation
on Barrier Island commencing 5'May 1969. The operation would be multi-national,
multi-battalion in the Hol An Area including Barrier Island. The first phase
would be from 3 May to 5 May 1!69. Four companies from SECOND Republic of
Korea Marine Corps (ROKMC) Brigade and Vietmanese Reglonal Forces/Popular
Forces (RF/FF) in conjunction with Vietnam River Assault Group 32 would attack
{n North Central and Eastern Duy Xuyen and Hieu Nhon Districts respectively,
to usher the enemy south and east. The second phase would start 5 May 1969
with Amphibious Ready Group/Spicilal Landing Force ALFA conducting a heliborne
assault into landing zones on the western edge of Barrier Island attacking to
the east and waterborne assault in the southern portion of the Amphibious
Objective Area (AOA). Simultapeously, the 51st and 54th Battalions of Army
of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) would conduct an assault in the northern
sector of Barrier Island by helicopter. The forces in phase one were to assume
blocking positions in thetr areas by early on 5 May. Americal Division woul
provide support with screening operations to the south and west with two Cavalry
Troops. Task Group 115.1 and Coastal Group 14 would provide blocking forces to
seaward and on the Song Cua Dai.

2, (C) Concept of Operations. To employ the Amphibious Task Force (ATF) in ‘
an Amphibious Assault supported by naval gunfire and Close Air Support (CAS). |
Conduct a waterborne landing at H:Hour at Red Beach in the southern sector of‘ -
the AOA and a helilborne landing at L-Hour into Landing Zones (LZ's) on the | P
western edge of the AOA to find, fix and destroy enemy forces. }‘ s
a. Mission. Commander Amphtbtous Task Force (CATF) conduct an amphtbtous!
operation against VC/VCI forces in. the Amphibious Objective Area on Barrier
Island, Quang Tin Province of X Corps Tactical Zone (I CTZ) to open the water+

i

way, Song Cua Dai, to commercial traffic and to conduct a detailed search fon{.".
and destruction of Local Forces and Viet Cong Infrastructure of other operat{ense’

as agreed upon with CG, IIT MAF or his designated representatives. |
?oo

b. Execution. Operation DARING REBEL was executed at H-Hour and L-Hour ,
on 5 May 1969, H-Hour and L-Hour were 1000H (local time) so as to be coordin
ated with the ARVN's heliborne landing i{n the northern sector of Barrier Isla
USS MULLINNIX and USS WHITE RIVER fired prep fire into Hellcopter Landing Zo
and on Red Beach prior to H and L-Hour. ALFA Company of Battalion Landing
Team (BLT) 1'26 laaded at H-Hour on Red Beach meeting no enemy opposition.

a° ese
3
e eeoe

ol ofe
[ )

e e W
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DELTA Company randed by heiicopter into Landing Zone TIGER
and received smail arms f.re rrom the enemy west of the AOA.
Initiai ptep ot LZ LION uncovered numerous bunkers. The
ianding ot CHARLIE Company in that area was then deiayed
until L145H while fixed-wing aircraft were recalied to prep
LZ LION aga.n. BRAVO Company remained in reserve aboard
USS DULUTH. There was no major contact made with enemy
torces on D-Day.

{17 The small arms tire received from the western
side of the Truong Giang River, just west of the AOA, was
in the area where Americal Forces were to screen. The small
arms fire was instlally suppressed by CAS strating runs.
That night Populat Forces conducted ambushes on the western
side or the river which reduced the danger of enemy fire.
Americal Division made this area a tree fire zone from
19308 until 0530H daily commencing on 7 May. Naval Gun-
tire Suppourt (NGFS) and landing force artillery conducted
H and I fires and cail fire as requested into this area
each ensuing night ettectively suppressing enemy fire or
atrack trum the west,

.2, ALFA Company, as a screenings/blocking force
in the scuthern AOA, alsc conducted search and clear
operativns, CHARLLE and DELTA Companies, situated in the
green vegetated sector OIL the western AOA from D-Day
artiil the morning ot 9 May, conducted night operations
consisting of listening posts, night patrols and ambushes.
Duting the day the Landing rorce conducted a thorough
searcn of the western portion of the AOR, coilecting
detainecs Lour evacuation to the Combined Hoiding and
Interrogation Center (CHICI. To lncrease the density ot
forces cu the western sector, CATF Landed BRAVO Company,
originaliy heid in reserve aboacd USS DULUTH, by helicopter
into Lz TIGER on the morning of 7 May. On the morning ot
9 May ALFA Company, in the scuthern sector or the AOA,
commenced L.s movement north, while the main body or the
landiny rocce commenced movement from the western side ot
the AOA eastward toward and across the sand dunesberm line.
(See Enclosure (lly, page /). The landing torce encountered
light to moderate contact with the enemy, tinding many
spider holes, bunkers and tunnels which were destroyed by
the engineers. Detainees were lifted every day to CHIC,
Inteliigence reports indicated sole of the enemy crossed
the Truunyg Giang waterWay iato the western sectur oi the
AOA. Conseguentiy CHARLIE and DELTA Companies wsce
repusitivned in LZ LION by helicopter on 17 May to conduct
a second search and clear operation in that area. CATF
commenced withdrawing the landing force at 200630H. The
withdrawal was completed at 201230H.

3 CONFIDENTIAL
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5 AQ alphibious demonst:iatisn was conducted on
9 May to Kzep the VC,VCl Irorces ofl basaicé and disrupt
any scheme o1 maneuver they had pianned. The simulated
L-Hour was U800H and the simuiated H-Hour was 0830H.
SimaiLtanesus.y, with the demonstcation, the landing force
commesced tneir movement north and east. Naval gunfire
and CAS conducted prep tire on two landing zones prior
to L-Hou: . Eight heiicopters fiew in assault formation
towards a saimuiated LZ oniy to turn away at L-Hour.
Naval junli:te and landing torce artitlery prep-tired
a4 SiMu.ated assault beach as ten amphibious track vehicles
LVT*s, proceeded in assault formation toward the astrthern
beach to turn away at H-Hour.

4; Underwater Demoiition Team (UDT) THIRTEEN
Detachment ECHO, in addition to their duties as beach
reconnaissance, teguested and received permission Lrom
CATF on 10 May to assist ALFA Company in placing explosives
and biowing bunkers aiong the beach area. On 1i May the
UDT assisted in blowing seven well concealed bunkers,
Petty Orticer STICKLE, while in one bunker to pilace
exploo.ves captured a piisoner who had been hiding behind
d faise buikhead 1n the bunker. UDT, in company with
elements oI ALFA Company, reported capturing three VC
prisoners, tour grenades, vne lnoperable rit.e and various
papers and clothing on Li May.

i3, Beach Jumper Unit ONE Team TWELVE Detachment
FOXTROT was tasked woeth providing pupulation control and
psychoicg.car cperat.ons. Leatiets were dropped from
héelicopte:s and a€riai ioudspeaker briadcasts were used
during OUperat.on DARING REBEL. See Enciosure (ilji.

.6; The Compined HOiding and Inteciogation Center
\CHIC, was iocated abuut one mile south of the AVA at grid
coordinaces BT 214438. Province Forces established ambushes
on the ma.n coute bsoween the AOA and the CHIC as a securlty
13rce. Latee, on 15 May, a teinforced placoon irom ALFA
Company was fmoved to the CHIC to suppiement the local
security Ioice. On the evening of 18 May the CHIC received
probes by an uwnknowi number oI eénemy . The enemy used
smaii arms, Mortars and set up ioudspeakers warning CHIC
that they wousd be Jverrun. Arctillery was caliied and an
AC-47 15POVKY: suppressed @nemy «ltivity i:f the acrea o
CHicC. Sce Bnciosducs 4, paragraph s.b.o.

.7, Augmentat.on Forces. During Operation DARING
REBEL, augmentation forces used were:

iai Alrcrait: Alr support was requested from
CG, 111 MAF ror Operation DARING REBEL. CG, III MAF tasked

4 CONFIDENTIAL
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CG, FIRST MAW to provide fixed-wing Close Air Support and

CG, Americal Division to provide helicopter gunships for
nelicopter escort. In addition heiicopter gunships could

be requested dsrectly [tom Amegfical D.vision, On a mission
basis, ror MEDEVAC escort and fire suppression and were
provided ir avaiiable. On D-Day an airborne air controller
trom the AmMerical D.v.slon was on station at H and L-Hour
minus 60 to controi fixed-wing aircraft for Landing Zone

prep and ciose air support. Fixed-wing aircraft arrived

on schedule at L-50 and prepped the Landing Zone with 500
pound bombs. Fixed-wing aircraft arrived on scheduie at
L-15 minutes and suppressed automatic weapons fire as needed.
The Amphibiocus Task Force {(ATF) Tacticai Air Control Center
controiied 1,162 aircraft through the AOA during the operation,
Forty two of these were fighter and attack aircraft for Close
Air Suppoit. Eight were AC-47 "SPOOKY" aircratft ror fire
support and twenty were UH-LE gunships for helo and MEDEVAC
escort. Total ordnance expended by aircraft for Operation
DARING REBEL was:

Bombs 146,500 pounds
Rockets 8§ 5" 2UNL, 145 2.75"
Nap o 29,000 pounds

AmMmo 5,600 rounds Z20MM

166,600 rounds 7.62MM

Rockets

bj Anti-Infiitration Craftt One WPB was assigned

tO patroi ai€a Ln the Littorati ot the AOA in direct support

by CTG ii5 1. The WPB was cailed upsa to investiygyate activity
on the peach at grid coordinates BT 270428, just south of

the AOA, when USS5 DULUTH sported about 200 Vietnamese, about
1900 6 May. When the WPB arrived in the viciaity they all ran
over the sand dune and out oL sight. On the moitning of 8

May tne WPB reported severai s.ghtings of people moving along
the beach in the AOA toward Red Beach. This was the result

ot the psyops broadcast 7 May instructing pedople to move

south aiong the beach for transter out of the combat area.

USS CROCKETT (PG 88 was assigned .13 thtough 15 May. On 15
May with air observer assistance CROCKETT fired 67 rounds

of 3",50 at a bunker compiex.

‘¢} Naval Gunfire: USS MULLINNIX (DD 944, and
USS WHITE KRIVER {(LFR 536 suppurted the assault landing on
5 May with preparéetory Lice 1nto ianding 2ones and on Red
Beach,; later provided on-caii r:re, and Harassment and
Iaterdiction fire iH and I,. U338 MULLINNIX was retieved
on station by USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD 754} at 061200H MAY.

5 CONFIDENTIAL
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USE WHITE RIVER was detached 062000H MAY. USS NOA (DD 841) relieved
USS FRANK E. EVANS 150830H MAY, and USS DOUGLAS H. FOX (DD 779)

relieved USS NOA 1908L45H MAY, USS DOUGLAS H. FOX was detached 201000H
MAY. (Enclosure (9) refers to Naval Gunfire Support).

{8) Casuslties:

Friendly Enemy
KIA 2 UsSMC 105 '
DOW 2 UsSMC 2
WIA 50 USMC 8
1 USN
WIA (Not Evacuated) 8

(9) Personnel Captured/detained:

POW Th
VCI 108
CHIEU HOT 14
DETAINEES 3333 o o*%
¢ o o
(10) Material captured: .‘..:
Rice 9,k25 pounds ::.;:;
Salt 170 pounds .'::.E
Individual Weapons 9 oo
Bayonet 1 "'-,§
Grenades (CHICOMS) . 9 ::.5'§
M-26 Grenade 6
Rocket Propelled Grenade 1
Cartridge Belts 4
Carbine Magazines 3 ,;
AK 4T Magazines 5 i
6 CONFIDENTIAL
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Web belt with canteen
and ammo pouch (no ammoj L

Assorted Clothing
Assorted Medical Supplies
3. (C)@Enemy Advance Warning of Landing. Through ilnterrogation

at CHIC, iniications were that the enemy was notified of the
Marines Landing orf 5 May 1969.

a. A Viet Cong Prisoner of War at CHIC stated that on 4
May, 150 enemy from C-16 Sapper Battaiion left the AOA after
conducting .reining, and that they were warned by loudspeaker
that the Marines were coming on 5 May. They also took
hostages trom the viliages to keep their locations unknown.

b. Various civillans {(determined innocent by CHIC) reported
& large torce oif Viet Cong ciossed the river moving west on
the nignt ot 4 May.

¢ One Ho. Chanh who was a member ot Ve«16 (no further
LAtotmation uvn V=161 stated that he was tired Of war and
then indicated that V-16 was notitied of a landing by ioud-
speakers, probabliy set up on the west side of the bank or the
Truony Giraiyg. .o

4, «J) USS DULUTH provided 900 hot meals and USS OKLNAWA

provided 330 NOt weais Ly LrOOPS ashoie. Because of a teeete
shortage ui tice at the CHIC, USS OKINAWA 4, ., pLovided ¢
1,110 pounds ot bread to the CHIC. :'E’E
' o0 L ]
5. (G CuorddindtaunsProbiem Areas . b
o000
L]

d. AU the planning conlerence une O the agreements .
Made was thdt Americal Division would provide a biocking/ **% 0
screening turce Of two Cavalry Troops west oOf the Truong o ooe
Girang waterway to cut VC/NVA escaps routes and suppress s 08

o0 L

attack by rire on the landiny torce trom the cear,

{+, Dhe screening torce did not accomplish this
MessSion and hNeavy abtomatic weapons fire was received from
west Or the AOA, s0 a proposed extension of che AOQOA was
submiictea to C&, LIl MAF and COMSEVENTHFLT ac USLL50H.
At (4320H o 5 May, BGEN CLEMENT visited CATF and CLF
aboard OKINAWA and a (ew agieement was reached wheieby
an darea about 1000 merers west Of the AOA would be decliared
a tree tire zone between the hours of 1930H and 0530H to
permit navai guntire, artiliery and CAS to suppress enemy
tire.

7 CONFIDENTIAL
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b, Americal Division offered to provide an available Armed Cavalry Troop
to set up a blocking/screening force along the sand dune/berm-line behind the
landing force as it moved west to east. The screening force would serve as
protection to the landing force rear as they moved into the vegetated area east
of the dune line. A request was submitted at 090250H to COMSEVENTHFLT for &
modification to the initiating directive to permit CG, Americal Division to posi-
tion an armed cavelry troop on the sand dune line as a supporting force as defined
in JCS Pub 2. The initiating directive was modified by COMSEVENTHFLT at 090716H
MAY to allow the armed cavalry troop in the AOA subject to approval of CG, III
MAF, CG, III MAF concurred at 110932H, The armed cavalry troop entered the AOA .
about 111330H but was withdrawn the evening of 12 May due to other commitments.

'CONFIDENTIAL

6. (C) Comnclusion, Operation DARING REBEL was & successful Operation épmbinimg

8 waterborne assault and a heliborne assault into the Objective Area. Naval gun-
fire and Close Air Support gave adequate support in H and L-Hour prep and
throughout the operation. Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA successfully
landed two companies simultaneously, one waterborme and the other heliborne at H
and L-Hour. The BLT artillery was landed in a scheduled assault wave at H plus 24
minutes and in position to give support throughout the emtire operation., The
Landing Force found many bunkers, tunnels and spider holes which were destroyed.
The mumber of arms caches discovered was less than expected, but im view of the
possibility that the enemy was warnedof an operation he could have moved arms and
ammunition as well as troops from the ACA, Additiomally, throughout the operation
Tagk Group 115.1 Elements proved effective in their blockade efforts. A review

of the results reflects the success of the operation: Enemy KIA 105, POW 74,
captured VCI 108, Chieu Hoi 14 and detainees 3,333 with the loss of only two U.s.

Marines KTA and two who died of wounds. ]
2000

a. Although CATF would have preferred an earlier H and L-Hour than 1000H . it
doesn't appear that agreeing to the scheme of maneuver of the ARVN Battalioft®¥dd
any appreciable effect on giving time for additiomal VC/NVA to escape. It appears
from the intelligence reports that some of the VC/NVA did evacuate Barrier igﬁ%ﬁd
cn 3 and 4 May. If there was indeed a leak of information concerning the plaggad

cperation, this Command does not know of any actiom it took that could havestdpped

off the enmemy. It also appears that if there wag leask or a tip off, it occur%eq too

late for the VCI and Local Forces to escape. ses o
[ 2 ]
e &
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b He:.oopte! gunships stationed aboard the LPH wouid i
expedite and [aciiitate MEDEVAC's and Life Suppi€&ssion &
missions. When HUEY gunships had to be called from Chu Lai a&*
i3

dur ing Operat.on DARING REBEL tor night MEDEVAC's the delay
sulmeliles {an as Much 4s one hout, which in most cases
would be unsatistactory for emergency MEDEVAC's.

e g o

7. (€} Recommendations.

a. HUEY gunships be assigned to the SLF and stationed
abuaia the LPH tor all amphibious operations.

b. Planning conterences tor malti-national operations
pe culducted e more than 72 houars before the tentacive A
and L=Houut to reducs the time ror security leaks,

¢. Continued employment of ARG/SLF 1n amphibious
uperations ul the nature of Operation DARING REBEL. 3

(el Shad

GEODRGE W. STKROUD

Distribuiiuvmn: eene
(See Brnoluzure (L<Z;} . .
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[ASK GRGANIZATION

16 76,4 Amphibicus Ready Group ALFA CAPT G, W, STROUD, USN
COMFHIBRUN FiVE
Uco UfaBawa (LE8 3y
USS DULUIH (LED 97
dos WiNosLuN (LKA 958, (De:arned OBOB00H MaY ©9)
Uso LoRIUGa (LoD <6
Uso FUKL MarRION (LSD 22; «(Joinsa C80800H mar 09y
Ups MULLANNGX (DD %44, (Devathed 0612008 MAY b3
Uso FRANK £, EVaNS> (DD 734, 10642000 co 150630H Mat 69)
U055 WHITE K.VER (LFKR 335) (Detached 062000H May 69)
Udbs Nua (DD 8417 (150830H wos 1708450 #MAY 69)
U3 DUUGLAS He FoX (DD 7795  (i90643H (o 2010008 M~y 69)

gy

I ¢6,%,0 vrikiend and Special Operatioms Unit vt L T ML Liae . UBN
COMEHIBRUN roVE

ik 76,4.0.4 #iagehnip Brement CaPl H, oo wiioiaMs, USN
Uso uKiNaWa (LEH 33 GG, Ussd uKikawa (LPH 3) ;
ie 76.4.0 ¢ & Ticel Alr comtrol Element Lobk R, Ho WarL, USN
LacRON 14 DE1 ALFA Ut LAGKON 11 DET ALFA
L
IE /6,%,0.: beevn mecvnnalssance Biement LLIG o aA. n1liE, UdNK
UDl 13 perl ELHO vine UDL 13 DEQ ECHOU
ig 76,5,0 4 speciel Uperetions Element LIJG A, L. REYNuLDS, USNK
Bsu 1 TEAM L2 DET FUXIRGI vine, BJo i TkaM 12 DET FOXIRU1
- " - - -~ - B ‘.
(B ih,5,0,3 Ireuspolt Arga Letense Element CDK Uo 2o VOGRL, SK.gUBN$
Uso lonitGa (Lais 26) GOy USS riuta Loy T
e
., . A § o . L 00060
LB ib.=.0,6 Neval Bealh Faoly miemens Lot ia by MBAUHAM. &bﬁk
BMU s+ Oni anka . viGu, BMU L Dei acta,t 308
[ ] e @
e *
iU f6.,4,1 Geniilie »opporc and Screen Dnic CUK U, w., KNUIDUN, USNeess
U553 MULLINNIX (DD 944) CU, Uso MILLINNLX (Dbe@s)
30 Mar b9 .
e L]
. e 0
oo WwHa 1B KivEn LLFK 336 oo
N P ¢ 000
>-b Moy 69 ¢« o s
] [ 2
L X ) [
FaalMe 6, ovalNo (00U S48 LR A, o Me_iMURE
Moy 0y CU- ooo ol .&lo E\’HN:) \ VIV :a
VO Dus t Ll &l [T PRI
228 Mar WO Lo BNod v Bag
Uso pultras H., FUk (DD 779 CDR oo we WJSLOON o
19-20 MAY 69 CO, USS DOUGLAS H, FOX (DD 77¢
10 76,4,2 [ransport Unit CikPL G, W. STROUD
USS UKiNAWA (LFH 33 COMPHIBRON FIVE

USs DULUTIH (LED 63
UAS [ORIUGA (LSD 26)
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TU 76.4.3 targo Unit Cafl “"H" R. HUNTEK. USN
Uso W.NSLuN {LKA 94 Det:zihed 8 Mo S DoohLdrlon oK Juay
S5 FUKL MaKIGN (LSD 22; & may 1969 O .. We Panonl, udN

Cu, USS FURL MARLGN (LSD 22)

10 76.4.4 Walerborne Concol Unit CDR . 4o VOGEL. JKR, USN
UdS LURIUGA (LS 26) CU. Uss TukiuGa (LsD 26)

iU 76,4,53 Heiiborne Coatiocl Unic CAPT H, Do, WiLLiaM5, USN
US5 UKINaWA (LPH 3) LU, USo OUKINAWA (LFH 3)
US> DULUIH (LED ©)

i
16 79,4 special Lanaing Force Wi W, s LUdr . USMU

(J(I;, SLF ni.-PA

BLi 1/26 LICOL G. Co KLlEFGIH, USMC

AMM 362 LICOL 5. £, S5CHLAKP, USMC
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NNNNvV fALD 00578
0 020icbd MAY b9

FM COMSEVENTHFLT

I'o CI'G SEVEN SiX PT FOUR
CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
CTEF SEVEN S5iX

CTEF SEVEN NLINE
CUMUSMACY

CG 11l MAF

<OEO LLNCPAC

CNO

CMC

CiNcrAcr Ll

CUMNAVYURY

COMPH . BPAC

CG EMEPAC

G EMEPAC (FWD

<G FLRsT MAW

CG Y iRoI MARDIV

CMDK SVENTH AF

CTE ONE UNE FiIVvE

CTF SEVEN I'HREE

CTE SEVEN SEVEN

CTG SEVEN SiX PT FLVE
CTG SEVEN NiINE pPT FIVE

Cho T8y nN I'HirSe T FLIVE te e
G AMPBRLZAL DLV . saoe
CIG UNE UNE FivE PT ONE .
CTG SEVEN Z8RU PT ELIGHT 2seeee
CTU 8SEVEN zERU PT EIGHT BT NINE » oo
CTE SEVEN 4ERO PI' TWO PT ONE PI ONE :..:E
NAVCAMS Weos IPAC vens
NAVCUMMsSTAS WESTPAC ente
CG SECUND RUK MAR BDE ¢ .
.I.' :
OPERAT iUN DAKING REBEL INLITIATING DIRECTLIVE (U o
A. MY uUPLAN 10i-69 o %
B. NWP Z2.iBj ‘ee’ o

L. BSLIPUATION: CG 1tl MAF HAS REQUEST=D THE EMPLOYMENT OF

AN ARG, SLE LN SUPPURT OF OPERATIONS IN THE 1 CTZ. COMsSEVENTHFLT
Wikl PRUVIDE Te 76.4-79 4 AND SUCH OTHER FORCES AS MAY BE
NECEssAKY FUR THis UOPERATIUN. INLTIATING DIRECTIVE Lo FOR
PLANNLNG pPURPUSES THE OPERATION WHEN EXECJixD, il o
CONDUCIED IN AccURDANCE Wild REF A aAbb B

2. MISSION: COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE (CATF) CONDUCT
AN AMPHIBLOUS OPERATION AGAINST VC/NVA FORCES IN AMPHIBIOUS

Enclosure (2]
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o
OBJECTIVE AREA IN éUANG TIN/(JUANG NAM PROVINCE OF 1 CTZ TO
CONDJICI A Udla.ioD sFEARCH FOR AND DESTRUCTLON OF LUCAL FORCES
(LF, AND vCi AND SJUCH OTHER OPERATIONS AS AGREED UPON WITH
CG 1il MAF OR HIS DES.IGNATED REPRESENTATIVE.

' CONF1DENTIAL

3. CTG 70 4 (COMPHIBRON 5) EMBARKED IN USS OKINAWA (LPH 3
DESLGNATED CATF.

4, CTIG /9.4 (COMMANDER SLF ALFA) EMBARKED IN USS OKINAWA
(LPH 3) DESIGNATED COMMANDER LANDING FORCE (CLF) .

5. COMMAND RELATLUNSHIP (AW PARA 3X (2) AND (3, OF REF A,

6. COMUSMACY WILL PROVIDE ANTI1 INFILTRATION/EXFILTRATION
PATROL CRAFT FOR THIS OPERATION AND WILL PROVIDE CAS3 AND
OTHER SUPPORT AS AGREED UPON WI1TH CATF IAW PARA 1B (1. OF
REF A

7. THE AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTLIVE AREA {(AOA) THE LANDWARD ACA WILL
BE THAT LAND AREA ENCOMPASSED BY A LINE DRAWN FROM BT 228523/2
RPT BT 228523, 2 SOUTHWEST ALONG THE PROVINCE BOUNDARY OF QUANG
NAM AND QUANG TIN PROVINCES TO THE TROUNG GIANG AT BT 110496/7
RPT BT 110496,/ THENCE SOUTHEAST ALONG THE TROUNG GIANG TO
EAST-WEST GRiID LiNE 4% RPT 45 THENCE EAST TO THE SOUTH CHLINA
SEA AT BT 255450, 4 KPT BT 255450,4 INCLUDING THE AIRSPACE

FROM U-45,000 FEET MSL. THE SEAWARD EXTENSLUN OF THE AOA WiLL
BE THAT S5EA AKEA ENCUMPASSED Bt A 15 NM ARC JENTERFD AT BT
235500, 5 Rel BT 255500,5 TRUNCATED ON THE NURTH BY A LINE DRAWN,*®, Ui
045 DEGKREES FKOM THE NORITHEKRN TiP OF BARRIER ISLAND AT Bi ®etee’ R
222572, 0 ReT BT 22¢5 270 AND EXCLUDING THE SUKFALE AREA UF . . s
UFF sHUKE 15LANDS CU LAU CHAM, HON GiIAL, HuN [a.. AND THE seesse Co
SURFACE RESTRICTED AREA AKOUND CU LAO CHAM, HON GlAal AND HON o
TAl OUN H o CHART 6209 INCLUDING THE ALR SPACE FROM 0-~25,000 & §
FT. FKEE aitk TRANSLII GRaNI&D 7,000, FEET M3L AND ABOVE UVER

AQOA, "E'

8. NICKNaME FULk THL1S OPERATION WiinlL BE DARING REBEL WilH cee o
TENTAT.IVE D-DAY 5 MAY oY D-DAY AND H AND L HOURS lu BX ®ee
DETERMINED AND CONFLRMED BY CATF. WHEN ALL FOUKCES Ak LY
PREPARED, CATF REPORT TO ORIG STATE OF READINESS AND r IN&L *. ¢

CONF i RMAT [UN CONCERNING D=DAY, H AND L HOURS. EXECUIE uN
D-DAY AT H AND L HOURS5 UNLESS OTHERWLSE DIRECTED KEPORY
EXECJTLON Tu ALCON.

9, SPECIAL iNSTRUCTIiIONS
A, WHEN fiRrMLY ESTABL.LiSHED ASHORE, AND WHEN MUTJALLY AGREED

BY CATF AND CG lil MAF, REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF SLEF CHOP TO
CG lil MAF,

B. UPON CHOP OF REQULRED ELEMENTS OF SLF TO IN-COUNTRY o
COMMANDER, CATF REMALN 1IN SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS ASHORE. -ijW
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C WiTHDRaAWAL (AW ANNEX B TO REF A

10, Tew . aaTioN (AW ANNEX B IO REF A, T
Li. PUBLIC AFFALRS LAW ANNEX V TO REF A-
12 DUWNGKRADED TO CONFL1DENTIAL ON TERMINATION,

GP-4
BT
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0 0£4i34Ut MAY 09

FM CTG SEVEN 8iX PT FOUR
TO COMSEVENTHEFLT

INFO CG Lli. MAF

CG AMERICAL DIV

CTG SEVEN NINE ¢PT FOUR
CTF SEVEN SIX

OPERATI1ON DARLING REBEL

i.1S) AFTER DETA1LED PLANNING WITH CG AMERLCAL D1V REPS ON
2 MAYy REQUEST SOUTHERN BOUNDARY OF AOA BE CHANGED TO EAST
WEST GRID LiINE 46. 0 VICE GRLID LINE 45/9.

2. Lo 1ll MakF CONCJRS .

GP-4 C: o JJINE 1909
BT
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0 022:1l84 Mar o3

FM COMSEVENTHFLT

™ CTGu sSEVEN S:X PI FOUR T
CTG SEVEN NLNE PT FOUR e
CTF SEVEN s5iX o
CTF SEVEN NiNE

COMUSMACV

CG 111 MAF

EINFO CINCPAC

CNO

CcMC

CINCPACE LT

COMNAVEURV

COMPHIBPAC

CG FMEPAC

CG FMFPAC -FWD; ‘.
CG FIRST MaWw ‘
CG FIRST MAKRDLY

CMDK SEVENTH AF

CTF UNE ONE EiVE

CTF SEVEN THKEE

CTF SeEviEN SEvEN

CTG oevEN 5iX pT FIVE

CTG SEVEN NINE Kl FLVE TS
CTG SEvEN NINE PT THREE e tee’
CG AMERICAL DIV
CTG SEVEN THREE PT FLVE 5...:.
CTG ONE ONE FLVE PT ONE . oee ,
CI'G SEVEN 4ERU PI ELGHT N *
CIU SEVEN zERU PT ELGHT PT NINE se o
OTE SEVEN 2ERG PT TWO PT ONE PT ONE i
NAVCUMMSTAS WASTEAC e
CG SECOND RuK Mak BDE e O

[ 2 ]

[ X )
OPEKATION DARING KEBEL AOA MODIFiCATION (U} . eoe
A, CTG /6.4 UZzi3202 MAY 69 NOTAL :_.:g

B. COMSEVENIHFLT 02UiloZ MAY 69

i, REF A REQ MUDLFICATiLON OF SOUTHERN BOUNDARY OF AOA WITH
CG 1li MAF CUNCURRENCE.

2. MODiFy pak ¢ OF REF B I'v DELINEATE 3UUTH&ERN BOJNDARY
UF Aua [u BASI-WEST wRID LINE 46,0 VICE EASL WEoI GKRiu

LINE 45 o
Gr—-4
BT
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U0 UB.83us MAY 69

FM CTG sSEVEN S1X PT FOUR
TO CUMSEVENTHELT

CG AMEBRiICAL Div

INFO CTF SEVEN SiX

CTF sSEvEN NLINE

CTG SEVEN NLNE PT FOUR
CG i1l MAF

OPERATIUN DARING REBEL

MODLE AT ON TO INLITIATING DIRECTIVE (U}
A JC> FUB 2 UNAAF:

B. COMSEVENTHFLT 02012672 MAY 69

L. SLTUATiLUN: BLT 1,26 CURRENTLY SEARCHLNG VILLES LN WESTERN
PORTION AGA. EFFECTIVE 090730HY BLT WLILL BEGIN MOVING EASTWARD
ACRGSS THE DUNE LINE HAVING GENERAL TRACE FROM BT 193487,z TO
BT 217404, 4. TERRALN FOR APPROX ONE KLLOMETER EAST OF DUNE
LINE MAINLY DESERT. AFTER CROSSING DESERT BLT WILL ENTER
VEGETATED, CULTLVATED TERRAIN CONTAINING VILLES. THE DUNE LINE
WliL PREVENT OBSERVATION OF WESTERN PORTION OF AOA BY BLT
EXPECTED TRUOP COMMLITMENTS FOR SEARCH AND DESTROY AND THE
POSSIBLILLTY OF ENEMY CONTACTS IN CENTRAL AOA RENDER POSITIONING
OF REAR sSECURLTY FOKCE FROM BLT ASSETS UNDESLRABLE. VULNERABLJITY
OF BLT TGO ATIACK, PRIMAKILY BY FIRE, FROM WESTERN AOA MAKES REAR.®
SECURITY A NECESSITY. ONE SOLUTLON L1ES iIN POSLITiONiNG CURRENTLY
AVAiLABLE, OFFERED ARMED CAVALRY UNIT FROM AMERICAL DIV ON,'V1Cj}NesPy
OF DUNE LLNK. .«
. [
L]
2, VRESENT PLAN 1f APPROVED 15 FOR ARMORED CAVALKY UNLT TO MOVE
INTO SCKEENING POSITION ALONG THE DUNE LiNE ON i0 MAY AND REMA[H®
UNTiL OPERATION DAKING REBEL TERMINATED UR COMMITTED ELSEWHERE ¢

By Cu AMERICAL DIV. IN VIEW LIALISON TEAMS ALREADY EXCHANGED RB¥, o
SLF/SUPPORTLING CAV UNITS AND CURRENTLY OPERATING, FORSEE NO *et
DIFFICOLT LES DUE TO THE POSSIBILITY OF A RECOMMLIIMENT O¥ AT
ARMED CAv UNiT DO NOT DESLIRE A CHANGE IN PRESENT AvA LI

3, COMMaND RELAT:iONS:

£ CuMMaND RELATIONS 1AW KEF A PAKA 50275, AND 350278,0
B. iR osurPURDT COURDINATION UNDER THi COUNTRUL ub CAIEF.
C A No P LoKE LoNE O NFL BEITWEEN JAV 3LT uNils.

4, FJUR CUMSEVENIHFLT: REQUEST AMPLIFYING INSTRUCTIUN UK
MODIFICATION OF INITIATING DIRECTIVE REF B TO PROVIDE FOR
SUPPORTING FORCE:

6 Enclosure (2]
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2. FUR u aMorsCalh Dive
A REGUEST ESTABLLSH SUPPORTING FORCE WiTH FOLLOWLING MiSSION: ’
PRUVIDE AKMED CAVALKY SCREENING FOR BLL L, ¢o GENERALLY ALONG
TRACE GF DUNE FRUM VLICINiTY OF BT 192346/.¢ TU BL 2Lli404 4,
B. COORDINATION THROUGH PRESENTLY ESTABLISHED CHANNELS.
REQUEST SCREENLNG FORCE BE iIN DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH
1/1 CAVALRY LIAiSON PARTY CURRENTLY LOCATED BLT is26 CP.
6.iC; CTG 9.4 HAS CONDUCTED LIAISON WiTH AMERICAL D1V AND
CONCURS WiTH I'HE ABOVE.
Gp-4 C; L JUNE 19869
BT
[ X ]
* & [
L] L]
eooRe
[ [ ]
oseReL
[ ]
®» 06
o o ¢
[ ] [ IS ]
ve L]
eose
[
[ XX X
L X X ] :
[ I
o0
» eode
[ ] [ N ]
[ ] * o
[ X 2 L]
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0 Ubcicod MAY 29

FM COMSEVENTHE LT

TO CIG SEVEN 5.X ¢I FOUR
iNFO CG AMEKICAL DivV

CTE SEVEN 5ix

CTF SEVEN NiNE

CTG SEVEN NLNE PT FOUK e
CG Lil MAF i

OPERATIUN DARLNG REBEL INITLATING DIRECTIVE (U
A.  COMSEVENTHFLT UZuL262 MAY 69
B CTG 7b.4 08L850Z4 MAY Y

i, MODIFY pPAKA 9 REF A (3SPECiAl INSTS! TU ADD NEW SUBPARAGRAPH
DELTA TO READ: THE EMPLOYMENT OF A SUPPORTING FORCE IN THE AOGA .
158 AUTHORLZED SUBJECT TO CONCURRENCE OF I11 MAF OR HLIS DESIGNATED P
REPRESENTATIVE. THE GENERAL SUPPORT TO BE PROVIDED AND :
RESPONSIBIiLITL{ES OF THE COMMANDERS WILL BE IAW JCsS PUB <Z.

Gb~14
BT

gy o
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30 April 1969

a, 1330H - CTG 76.4/79.4 attended planning conference for Operation
DARING REBEL at III MAF Headquarters. Also present were representatives from:
Commending General, Americal Division; Commanding General, SECOND Republic of
Korea Marine Corps (ROKMC) Brigade - Hoi An Deputy Senior Advisor (DSA) I
Corps Danang; Frovince Senior Advisor (PSA) Quang Nam Province, Republic
of Vietnam; CTG 115.1; Commander Vietnamese Navy Coastal Group l4 Hoi An
Sector, Republic of Vietnam; and Vietnamese Navy RAG-32.

1 May 196

a. 1638H - CG, III MAF published the agreements reached at the planning
conference on 30 April 1969 for s combined operation.

2 May 1969

a. 0926H - COMSEVENTHFLT issued the Initiating Directive for Operation
DARING REBEL. COMSEVENTHFLT 020126Z MAY 69.

3 May 196
&, 1258H - USS MULLINNIX (DD QLl) and USS WHITE RIVER (LFR 536) were
assigned as Naval Gunfire Support Ships by CTU 70.8.9. . :":
b, 1330H - ARVN L-Hour determined to be 0S51000H MAY 69, ::::;.
¢. 1858H - CTG T6.L promulgated OPORD 303-69 with the following Annexe;s soe
A, D, F, G, H, I, J, &and N. R
i May 196 3
8. 1330H - Pre-Sail conference held aboard USS OKINAWA. cen 3
t. 1610H - NOTAM requestéda :° E:g
¢. 2350H - L and H-Hour confirmed as 051000H MAY 69. ot

5 May 1262
a. OS545H - "Land the Landing Force" directed.

b. 0820H - Twenty one civilian and military news media representatives

and their IIT MAF escorts arrived aboard USS OKINAWA and were briefed by
CATF and CLF.

Enclosure (3)
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¢. 03004 - USS WHITE RIVER commenced bealn prep.

d. UYJidH - US5 WHITE RIVER ceased fice.

e, U920H - News media representatives were transierred
by helo te Us: DULUTH for rictho. transter to Red Beach
by LVT's and assault crate.

t. U925H - Fixed-wing aitcratt reported on station for
prep ot L2 TIGER.

g. 0932H - USS MULLINNIX commenced prép fire on landiny
zones.

h. 094iH - US55 MULLINN1X ceased fire.

i 094/H - UBSS MULLINNIX commenced prep fire of Red

j. UY48H = Waterborne wave one crossed LoD.
K. UY3¢H - U35 MULLINNIX veased tire.

i Gy53H - Fixed-wind aircraft departed station after
prep of L4 TLIGER.

M. LUUUH - Heiiborne and wat=ipborne wave olie Loulhead
aowi .

n., Luz9Yd - One zarmed UH-LE repoiced hit Dy oswiall dos
lire, depa:ied AUA 101 s2Cuis oitka Lo Livedlijate daiays

. L04QH - Recon platoun ianded at Red Beacn.

P. i.icH = Fixed-wing doiCrall ieportad 00 oiostivh
for prep ot L4 LION

g. 44450 - Heiiboirve wave one to LZ LION te.ined down.

[. 1i48H = Fixed—-wing a.:oratt deparved station after
prep <i Lz LION.

= P330H - Sialecn Cisiiidn Gewe LeGia fopd zezh el 28
and thesr =« . coreturned to USS ORINAWA.

t. 1415H - News media representatives and their escorts
departed US5 OKLNAWA for Danang by helicopter.

u., L430H - BGEN CLEMENT, Assistant Division Commander,
Americal Division, conducted lialson visit with CATF and
CLF aboard Uss CKINAVA.

2 Enclosure (3)
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v. 15008 - BJU Detachment commenced psyops overtly of
AQA droppriy ieal.ets,

Ww. 15298 - Primary Controi Ship (PCS) reported boating
ditticu.ties due to sandbacs and ilow tides.

y. 1b630H - PCS reported boating conditions improved
sutricientiy to transport 4.2% mortar battery to Red Beach.

z. ib45H - CTF 76 Mubiie Amphibious News Team arrived
abovard UE3 OKINAWA, with = two-man detachment sent Lo USS
CULUTH.

ad . «/45H - US5 WHLTE RIVER spottsd 2ught peopie cni the
beach vicinity o! BT 230515, recelived cleacance tf:om SACC
to commense :ite at 1800H First salvo fiushed Ivur add.tional
people cutu beach:

bb, i§56H « Atter tiring second salvo at pecpie on beach

USS WHITE RIVER sighted sesveral budies on the b2ach but
darkness pre-iuded ali 4CCuralte Cobll,

6 Max 1964
- - . . ®
a. VU020 - Command lniormation Burszeuw (CLBy estabiustied ¢
aboard Uss URINAWA

b. UBduUH - BIU Detachiictl Jofducted <Sverliy oI AUl

¢. U900H - US55 WLNSTON moved irom her assigned spated s» @
Lo a pusitiuil 1,000 yards Lo seaward of the LUD ~o0 facisi.tate
boat resupply ot the Beach Suppurt Area (BSA).

1 . [T X ]
d. 1155 - One C-130 sighted yeliow dye in water in south= ®,

ern end of AUA, USS DULUTH and USS OKINAWA heliu invesitgated o
with negative resuits. H

€. LE55H = USS MULLINNLIX caused a secondaiy exXplosSion
while firing a vail [ire MisSsiOn.

£, .20UH - U35 FRANK E EVANS (DD V54 reroieved USS
MULLINNLIX DD 944, as NGFS snip.

J i330H - L spotting for FRANR E. EVANS, WHiIiTE RIVER
Saw eunemy movelient and Cleaiced Cail fire through Supporting
Arms Coordination Center (SACC). WHITE RIVER fired three
salvos and caused one secondary explosion.

h. i726H - USS TORTUGA directed to proceed to Danang
to otfioad cargo at Bridge Ramp and remain over night (RON)
in Danang to assist WINSTON,FORT MARION load transfer and
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w}then return independently to AOA in day light of 9 May.

L. i9U>H - USS DULUTH sighted approximately 200 Vietnamese
Just svuuth sI the AOA who scattered and ran over sand dunes

on approack ui PCF

J. 2Uc0H - CATF issued warn.ng order o USS DULUTH to
land BRAVO Cumgany commencing about 070930H.

K. 22.UH = CATIF celeased USS WHITE RIVER to proceed on

ddt—.LE:s assS. -_-,hé‘d.

L May 1Y09

d, UJ3VH - U35 DULUTH coummenced helo sritioad ol BRAVU
Company tv L2 TIGER,

b. 1U0UH = Wnile conducting psyops mission the helo in

which the BJJ personnel were riding drew several rounds of

small arms ficre from the northwestern portion of AOA. USS

FRANK E. EVANS called to cover area target and expended 361
rounds oL 5"/38

C. «i00H - Helo Lift or BRAVU Company to LZ TiGER
complered.

a. 135dH - U85S FRANK E. EVANS departed AOA tU reaift
trom USS5 MAUNA KEA.

€. Llos0H - Four L1il MAF CIB representatives depacted
USS OKLINAWA alter returanding rrom the besch via USS DULUIH
t. L7UUH - Americal Division Sleared CATF supporu.ng
ALMS tO Li:é +0LO an area west of the AOA trom BT 1749 o

BT 1946 tu BT 2246 rrom 1930H to 0530H each day to suppress
SHLPEL rire and pravent possibie attack from that duaLter,

g. 1745H - US> DULUTH departed AUA L. join US55 FiaNk
E. BEVANS .n AU uneiep reom UsSS CALLENTE.

h. i89UH - USs TURTUGA depatted AOA for Danaidy to ofie
toad LCU 1483 with deadiine vehicies as directed.

La ¢4UUH - U35 DULUTH and USS FRANK E£. EVANS retu:aed
to ths AUA,
8 May 13909

a, O00U.H - USS WINSTON departed AOA for Danang to
turnover sea tall cargo to USS FORT MARION.

b. 0325H - USS TORTUGA returned to AOA leaving LCU
1483 1n Danang as directed.
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Js4ol - Pour secondary expliosions resulted iiom USS

FRANK E. EVANS 207 rounds ot 5"/38 against an area target.

4. OB0UH - Market Time Forces (CG WPB's) replited
several s.ghtings oL people moving south aiong the beacn.

e. UsUUH = Reyional Forces/Popular Forces (RF/PF)
moved inty the area west Of the AOA and north of the Quanyg

Nam, Quang Iih Proviace boundary.

I

sea Caxil

J.

resuited when FRANK E  EVANS commensed ner H and i r.ce,

h-

LUUUH = USS FORT MARION relieved USS WLINSTON as

2i20H = Ufle seColiddly €xpildsicit and a sustalled Lore

2230H - US3 FORT MARION aciived in AOA with uid

1483 pre-ivaded with ammunition dand rations.

9 Maz\19gg

4. 06358 - COMSEVENTHFLT issusd a modirfication tu the
Initiating Directive to ailow Americai Division 1ordes iuty
the Eastern AUA as a supporting fotce.
- - o & . e~y . y . M s H "
b, 0745H - UsS FRANK E. EVANS and landiag torce aitilleryg s o
commenced pLep fires on simuiated Landing zones LOL amphipious ****

demonst:iativn- i'“g.
¢. 07308 - Prep Lires ceased, 3'2':
' e
d. O0BOUH - Helos turned away as scheduled. LI
done
.
e, O0BL3H - LVT's trom UsS DULUTH spiashed ro:r s.imulated »
waterpore 4ssauil. ".j
e - LA ") K 4 o o 3 o8 p
L. OB8i%5H - Beach prep tires by USS FRANK £ EVANS and IR 3w
land.nyg Lor.e attallery colménced. s 0 R
e

9. UBZ2UH - Prep riies lcaded

i, U8cVH - Fined-wifiy aiicralt Condulited a 5ifL1KE ajaldst
a thitd ssanaiated ué

L., UB:uH ~ LVD's tuifed away 1:oil the Dedallr oia soiledule.

j. 0B40H - A fourth LZ was prepped by fixed-wing alrcraft.

K. 0Y00H - CATF cleared ARVN artiilery to fire into grid
square 2051 to prevent enemy exfiltration from ARVN AO 1into
AOA.

5 Enclosure (3j
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i. (Y40H - USS FRANK E. EVANS commenced prep rire to
cover the aorthern advance of the landing force.

m. L1800H - A total of 500 detainees were resettled by
the CHIC about four miles south of the AOA on Barrier
Island.

i, 2200 - Landing torce iiaison otficers with ARVN
forces to the wnorth ¢l the AOA reported that the ARVN's : H
were ln coniinuous contact with V-25 Battalion of the 38th ‘ ST
Locat Furce Reglient. e

10 May 1969

dg. O0330H - USS FORT MARION departed AQA tor Danang.

b. 0700H - About 180 resettled detainees were intercepted
attempting te return to the AODA.

&, UB30H -~ 180 detainees were transterred back to CHIC.

d. i030H - USS FRANK E. EVANS departed AOA to rearcm S
trom USS FLREDRAKE. eeee &

2., wLi5H - CATF cieared ARVN artiilery to fire ints the
area north of a line from BT 200514 to BT 230514 from 1300H .
to i800H to prevent enemy extittration from ARVN AU into AOA.

1i May 1969 tose

[ 1 o £ o " , .

a. U430H - Artilliery prep fires commenced prior to troop ***, o
movemert ts the €ast, se
H
L]
L]

b. 0600H - Piep liftes ceased. oo

<. UoQUH ~ USs UKINAWA, USS FORIT MARION, and J5S FRANK ; Jﬁ\f
E. EVANS commenced AU UNREP rrom USS TOLOVANA., s

d, U0830H - The ianding force oommenced their castward
moveilenl .

£, UES5UH - CATF reqQuested USS FRANK E., EVANS ichain as
NGFS Ship until termination or released by CATF.

g. L1330H - Elements of the FIRST of the FIRST Cavalry
{(Americal Division) moved into the western portion of the
AOA to provide a screen tor the landing force. Free fire
into the area west of AOA cornzzi.ed until operation terminated
or troups withdrawn.

b Enclosure (3} | Ly
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h., +:00H - Heiicopters shuttilng to and rroum the CHIC
reported small arms Lire rrom the northwest and the south
ot CHIC,.

12 May 1969

&, ===== - Chu Lai Airfieid attacked.
b. 0345H - 0SS DULUTH departed AOA for Danang.
¢. iB30H{about)= Americas Screening Force wathdoawn
by CG, Americal Division from AOA to re-inforce units 11t
the Americai A0 in preparation for increased enemy activity.

d. 1920H - USS DULUTH returned to AOA,

13 May 1969

A - i145H - U883 FRANK E. EVANS . :tueied I[rom J35 DULUTH.

p. 1204H - CAIF requested authority from COMsSEVENTHFLT

tu send a combat potiol Lo assist in the protectivn of the e
CHLIC ana Luines We L AT wle .ai Lol thie AA : R
. o000
- iveifl - CJM;EVENTHELP sppioved the Laguodl o d;SQath,“:.
a cullbat potiol 1o CHIC subject to the Lincw.ienle I i.. MAF.T

] R
d., 17308 = Heoo Pllot was wounded by enemy mortdr round Jes e
while Loadiay 4t CH.C LZ. | geos

se0e
e. 193UH -~ USS CROCKETT (PG 8B} arrived in the area to .
strengthen the Market Time Forces. "“-.g
. . e 900
14 May 1969 e o¢
ree@ [

a GULOH - UsS8 DULUTH and US55 TORTUGA conductz=d AU
UNREP froum USE PasSuMesIic

b. GU30H - CG, L1l MAF concuLred in the reguest fur 4
combat patzul to assist in the detense of the CHIC and
authorized direct Liairson with CG, Amsrical Divisiofn.

c. 0UZUUH - USS FORT MARION departed the AOA ro:r Danany.

d. 1400H - USS FRANK E. EVANS rearmed from USS MAUNA KEA.

e 1730H - USS FORT MARION returned to the AOA.

7 Enclosure (3)
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15 May 1969

4. G058H - CG, 111 MAF requested CATF and CLF take necessary
action to insuce a six hour backload if the situation required.

b. O0830H - USS NOA (DD 841) reiieved USS FRANK E.
EVANS (DD 754} as NGFS Ship.

o, 1830H - USS CROCKETT departed area to proceed on duties
assigned. :

d 18340 - CLF ordered combat patroi litted to CHIC to
assist in delense.

16 May 1969

a. 02i0H - USS FORT MARION departed AOA for Danang.

b. 1%45H - USS NOA departed AOA to refuei from (ss
PONCHATOULA .
c. 1Bi5H - USS FORT MARION returned to AOA.  o*"
 onee
d. 2003%H = US3 NOA retwuined tc AOA, o
;.....
17 May 1969 t.i.i
a. 0727H - USS NOA and landing force artillery ashore Crees
commenced prep tires of three landing zones in the western negs
portion or the AOA. -
s, d
b. U73/H - Prep fires ceased. ‘ s
of o'
c. (7408 - First helc wave touched down in the northern ‘e’ $

landing zone-

d. UBLUH - One helc reported down in a pick-up z0ne
due to mechanical raliure.

&, OBs7/H ~ Helo assault compieted.

f., Oyesd - BGEN J. E. WILL1AMS, CG, NINTH MARB, arrived
aboard (35 ORINAWA for brieting and field tour.

g. 1020H - Downed helo returned aboard USS ORINAWA
by CH-53.
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h. 1040 - USS NOA departed the AOA to rendezvous with
USS NIAGARA FALLS to conduct a vertical replenishment.

i. 1605H «~ USS NOA returned to the AOA.

J. 1615H - COL TRUONG TAN THUC, CO, 51st ARVN Battalion
arrived abocard USS OKINAWA to visit CATF and CLF.

K. 181i5H - USS OKINAWA and USS DULUTH received two
CH-46 helicopters each from Danang to remain over night.

18 May 1969

a. O0830H - CATF and CLF returned call on COL TRUONG
TAN THUC, CO, 5lst ARVN Battaiion.

b. 1445H - CATF and CLF conducted liaison visit to
III MAF.

19 May 1969

a. O0630H - USS OKINAWA, USS TORTUGA and USS FORT SN
MARION conducted a vertical replenishment from USS5 NIAGARA

FALLS. NP
b. O0830H - USS DULUTH conducted a vertical replenishment .~ 272

from US3 NIAGARA FALLS. BRI
c¢. (DB845H - USS DOUGLAS H. FOX (DD 773 reiiesved USS nna

NOA (DD 841) as NGFS Ship.

d. 13i0H - Appendix VII to Annex I withdrawal order! -
issued. ~ A

e, 1803H - CG, 111 MAF recommended termination of
Operation DARING REBEL on or about 20 May.

f. 1820H - USS OKINAWA and USS DULUTH received a
total of five CH-46's from Danang to remain over night.

g, 1850H - COMSEVENTHFLT concutred .n the withdiawal
on 20 May.

.20 May 1969

a. 0502H - W-Hour confirmed,
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b, 0545H - LVT's from US5 DULUTH splashed.
c. O06L5H - LVT's touched down on Red Beach.
d. 0630H - Withdrawal commenced on schedule.
e. 0700H - First helo waves airborne for pick-up

zones.
f. 1000H - USS DOUGLAS H. FOX (DD 779) released to

proceed on duties assigned.

g.

1136H - Helo withdrawal completed, last helo waves

received small arms fire from the vicinity of the LZ's as
they lifted out.

hﬂ

i.

1230H Red Beach cleared..

1255H

All boats and LVT's aboard Amphibious Task

Force ships.

3.

k.

1300H

Red Beach closed.

1304H - CATF recommended termination of the Operation

as of 201300H,

1.

m.

n.

13064

CATF dissolved AOA as of 2013004,

1308H

CATF requested NOTAM be cancelied.

1600H - Received COMSEVENTHFLT 200718Z MAY 69,

terminating Operation DARING REBEL.
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PLANNINGXOPERATIONS

1. (C) The initial pianning conference was scheduled for
301400H April 1969 by CG, III MAF. Representatives from

the various commands expected to participate in the operation
were invited. As a resulit of the conference the folliowing
forces were scheduled to participate in Operation DARING
REBEL: ARG/SLF ALFA, two Cavalry Troops from Americal Div-
ision, Swift boats from CTG 115.1, two ARVN Battalions, two
Regional Force (RF} Companies, one Popular Force (PF) Platoon,
Vietnamese Nawy PACG~32, Coastal Sroup 14 and YNN River Patrol,
four companies trom Republic of Korea Marine Corps (RORMC),
and Provincial Forces to operate the Combined Holding

and Interrogation Center (CHIC).

2. (C) Agreements reached at the planning conference were:
a. Generali concept of Operations:

{1) Commencing about 3 May 1969 two ROKMC Cumpanies
would ente: the ROKMC Objective Area (the area encompassed
by Route One on the west, the Song Cau Lau on the north, the
waterway between grid coordinates BT 115559 and BT 148530 on
the east, and Route 537 on the south) by land and two
companies would land in the eastern portion of the Objective

Area by helicopter. After two days of search and clear I
operations in the Objective Area the ROKMC would estabiish Tanan
blocking positions in their Objective Area by the morning of | |
5 May 1969 to prevent the escape of VC/NVA rrom the combined 1°°°°"

operation area- o n

{2) Also commencing on 3 May RF,/PF togethee with RAG-
32 would cliear the eastern portion of Duy Xuyen District and the_ﬂ
portion of Hieu Nhon District east of Holi An and assume
blocking positions by early 5 May along Song Cua Dal and ~Am o n
Song Thu Bon to prevent enemy escape from the northern end ol
of Barrier 1sland and vicinity. A

{3) On 5 May ARG/SLF ALFA wouid conduact a helicopter
assault with two companies on the western side of Barrier
Isiand (south of the Quang Nam/Quang T:n Province bcundaryi
and a waterborne assault with one company, pius artillery,
in the southeastern corner of the Amphibious Objective
Area (AQOA)} in the vicinity of Grid c¢osocrdinates BT 250467.
Simulitaneousliy two ARVN battazlions would conduct a hellcopter
assault into the northwest area of Barcier Isiand (north
of the Quang Nain, Quang Tin Province boundary; and conduct
search and clear operations 1n close coordination with the
ARG/SLF landing force south of the Province bcundary. Both
forces would move west to east across Barrier Island while
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maintaining close lialson to insure their schemes of
maneuver were compliementary.

: /4y H and L-Hour were estab.ished as 05i000H ros
both the ARVN helicopter assault and the compined he.icupter
and waterborne assault by ARG/SLF ALFA.

(5} Americal Cavalry Troops were to conduct mobile
screening operations to the west of Barrier Isiand commencing
on 5 May and initially conduct mobiie screening gperations
south of east-west grid line 46, until BLT 1/26 could estabiish
a blocking force north of east-west grid iine 46.

{6}y Coastal Group 14 and CTG 115.1 forces were to
conduct a Naval Biockade along the northern and eastein Coasts
of Barrier (siand to prevent infiltration/exfiltration of
enemy forces,

{7) A Combined Holiding and Interrogation Center {(CHIC)
was to be established in eastern Duy Xuyen for screening,
classification and intelligence exploitation of Vietnamese
evacuated from Barrier Island. 1Innocent civiiians were to
be returned at the end of the operation or resettied as
required.

(8) Between the time oi the planning conterence, 30 -0
April, and the start of the operation for the ARG/SLF, a mann
second CHIC was established, at the request Of the Quang
Tin Province Chiet, for ail Vietnamese detainea Lrom Quang O
Tin Province. This second CHIC was established outsade A mmn
and south of the AOA at grid coordinates BT 2i3438. R

b. Command Relations: -

(i) All commands invoived agreed to exchange liaison -~~~
ofiicers and to conduct operations in cooperation and coordina- -
tion in accordance with agreements made at the pianaing ~
conference. "

1200

>
>
[ I 1]

¢, Fire SBupport Coordination:

{i) Bartrier Island nourth of east-west gcid iline 46
was declared a free fire zone, for fire within assigned Areas
of Operation/Amphibious Objective Area 1AO/AOA;. All other
areas within the combined operation areas required poiiticai
clearance from either Hoi An, for Quang Nam Pievince, Of
from Tam Ky, tor Quang Tin Province.

{2) Commander Amphibious Task Force (CATF) would
control supporting arms within the AOA and supporting arms
outside the AOA would be controlled through Hoi An and Tam Ky.
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3. (C) Modifications to General .Scheme of Maneuver. “gp‘?

to the initiating directive to pérmit an Armed Cavalry Unit from Americal Divisfo
to enter the AOA and set up a blocking/screening force behind the Landing Force
as thay moved eastward across the AOA, The general situation indicating the de
ability of such a plan was: ‘

ir-

(1) BLT 1/26 had been methodically searching the inhabited area in the
western portion of the AOA (betwaen the Truong Giang waterway and the sand dunes/: -
desert running generally north amd south agross the A0A) and when the landing
force moved cast aeross the sand dunes their rear would be unprotected unless
a blocking force was left behind. The expected troop commitments for search a
destroy and the possibility of ememy contect in the central and eastern portion
of the ADA remdered positioning 6f a rear security force from BLT assets undesirable.
The vulnerability of attack, primarily by fire, from the western edge of the 40
made rear security & necessity., Americal Division offered am Armed Cavalry Uni
to swing in behind the Landing Force as they moved east across the dunes/désert:|
and into the vegetated/cultivated area. 1

a, On 9 May (at the request of Americal Division) CATF requested a modificjtion

graphs 30275 and 30278 of JCS Pub 2. Fire Support Coordination was under contr

(2) Command relations were agreed upon and were ir accordence with par#
1
of CATF and & No Fire Line (NFL) was established between the CAV/BLT units.

\
(3) Liaison teams had been exchanged as a result of the original planniid
conference, therefore additional liaison tesms were not required.
(4) Elements of the lst Squad, lst Cavalry, Americal Division, moved inég
blocking positions along the sand dunes at 111330H but were withdrawn on 12 May, ,°
[ ]
b. On 13 May CATF requested authority to send a combat patrol outside the gose

A0A into Grid Square BT 2144 end an area of operations 2,000 meters around the | eege
CHIC in order to assist in the protection of CHIC and Limes of Communications
(LOC) between CHIC and the AOA, The assistance was considered necessary because °**°,
of the increasing small arms fire, mortar rounds and other enemy fire being recdived *
by the CHIC. Several helicopters had teken small arms fire both coming into and o
leaving the CHIC and one helo had been damaged, but not put cut of actiom, by oo

motar rounds vhile offloading in the CHIC. One helo copilot was wounded slightly
by mortar fragments while his helo was offloading at the CHIC.
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'ii An extension of the AOA was considered undesirabie
due to the presence Ot a minimal ARVN force at the CHIC and ‘
Regional Forces (RF) in the area.

.2i 1n the lLate afternoon of 14 May a Reinforced
Platoon (task organized to conduct combat patrols) was lifted |
into the CHIC to assist in the defense due to dwindling numbers
of P:ovince Forces [PF) remaining in the area and the !
increasing ilikelihood of the CHIC being overrun. The platoon
remained at the CHIC until W-Day, 20 May 1969, and was then
ilifted out by helivu.
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1. The intelligence estimatg was accurate in that the ares proved to have
been a VC infested semi-safe haven and supply bese for local forces. The
large numbers of VC XIA (105), VCI (108) and POW (7.) tends to confirm the
fact that Barrier Island was & strongly dominated Communist area. While
the estimate listed several specific enemy units as possibly being in the
area, no specific unit was identified during the operation. The enemy did
not show any significent orgahized resistance in the AOA during the operatio#
and limited his activities to sapper fire, occasional mortar fire, automatic
weapons fire directed at helos in the landing zones, and a few sapper attackt
using satchel charges. The mejority of the enemy fire came from an area jus
west of the AOA (VIC BT 199459, BT 192470, BT 213h4u8). |

2. ARG ALFA intelligence files did not carry a beach survey for the area
where the Battalion wanted to land the waterborne landing force. A message |
request was therefore sent to: CTF T6 who replied with a message report. The!

beach under consideration had been surveyed only 2 weeks prior to the requesf;9
80 current information was immediately availsble. CTF 76 recommended & %

300 yard stretch of NIS Beach 8 as being the best place for the beach based §
on the recent survey. That spot turned out to be exactly the place where |
the SLF wanted the trocps lended, and it was designated Red Beach. It was

predicted that the LCU and LCM8's would achieve dry ramps at nigu tide only
as the gradient was expected to be about 1:40. High tide occurred shortly
after H-hour and the initial offload during the assault went very smoothly.
Later in the day, as the tide began to ebb, the LCU and LCM8's began ex- :
periencing wet ramps, with between 2 and 4 feet of water at the ramps, In |
this regard, the tide prediction table issued in the intelligence estimate |

e
4
eeee

vas considered accurate by observation by Beachmasters, in numbers of tides | .

daily, times, and range. An effort was mede by UDT Det ECHO to find e betteﬂ -

landing place by making a cheek survey 500 yards each side of beach center,
and it was reported that a better place might be lecated about 200 yards
north of beach center. The LCU was landed there, however, the conditions
were not significantly different from beach center, the initial landing
place was not moved.

3. There was cne POW report that the enemy in the AOA had been werned by |
loudspesker the dey before D-Day that the Marines were coming the next day.
No other information on this subject was forthcoming, and it could not te
determined how the enemy got the word on the impending amphibicus assault.

b, No new intelligence was cbiained which had not been previously reported.
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MEDICAL,LOGISTiCS

A. MEDICAL:

1. (U} USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) was designated as casuaity
receiving ship for Operation DARING REBEL.

2. (C) Several Vietnamese casualties were treated aboard
USS OKINAWA, two of these died as a result of their wounds,
One was a proven enemy and one was a young male child.

3. (C) It is to be noted that in the casualty statistics
there were a total of fifty two combat injuries received, of
this total there were forty eight missile injuries and eight
non-missile injuries, which total fifty six. The apparent
discrepancy of these totals is due to the fact that a few
casualties had both missile and non-missile injuries.

4, {C) Casualty statistics:

a. On 4 May, 79 units of blood were received from

Naval Support Activity Danang Hospital. On 8 May, 36 BRAPA
additional units were received for a total of 115 units.

During the speration there wecre 70 units cross-matched E~“:~
with 22 units transfused. There were 93 units remaining o mmn
on hand at the end,which were returned to Naval Support AN

Activity Danang. Tnere were no transfusion reactions.

b. Summary of casualty statistics.

{Ll} TOTAL CASUALTIES RECEIVED: 126 A
7z} Non-Combat 66 A mnn
(b) Wounded in Action {WIA) 52 s
{c) Killed in Action (KIA) 2
{d; Died of Wounds (DOW) 2%
{e) VC-POW 3
{f} ARVN -
{g} Civiliian 2

*Both Vietnamese

{2} NON-COMBAT CLASSIFIED:
{a) Heat Exhaustion i
{pj) Laceration
{cj Miscellaneous Condition
(d) Abscess
(e} Appendicitis
(f) FUO
(g} Hyperventilation
(h) Genital-Urinary
(i) Malaria

WwWwis N~ S
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{3) Sunburn 2
{k} Dog bite 2
{1} Foreign Body Eye 2
{m, Dermatology 2
{n) Acute Anxiety Reaction i
{cy Strain 1
{p} Hemorrhoids 1
{(q] GSW (Self Inflicted) 1
{r}) Burn 1
{s% Sprain 1
{3) COMBAT CASUALTIES CLASSIFIED:
{a} MISSILE WOUNDS 48
i. Severity
a. Major i7
(i} Site Major wounds
onliy} s AT n
‘a) Lower Extremity 9 n i
{b) Upper Extremity 3 Annnne
(¢} Head 2 o
(d) Chest i T oo
(e} Abdomen 1 S
(£) Eye 1 ,-E:”
12} Fractures {Openj 10 aen 2
(a) Tibia and Fibula 3 - ann
(b} Femur 3 HE
{¢) Phaianges 2
{(d) Metatarsal 1
(e} Metacarpal 1
b. Minor 31
{bj} NON-MISSILE INJURIES 8
i. Concussion 1
2. Contusion 2
3. WP Burns 2
4. Abrasions 1
5. Puncture 1
6. Laceration 1
2 Enclosure (6)
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{c¢i OPERATIVE CASES PERFORMED
(Initial Rx Oniy)
1. Major 21
2. Minor 9
{aj MAJOR SURGICAL PROCEDURES
1. Debridement and stabiiization
ot fractures 7
2. Appendectomy 4
3. Debridement major soft
tissue extremity wounds 4
4. Insertion of chest tub& 2
5. Debridement of GSW abdomen 1
éo ARTERIAL REPAIR 1
7. Amputation, digits 1
8. Exploratory laparotomy and
splenic flexure colostomy i
{ej SUMMARY OF/OR ANESTHESIA s 277
1. General 8 )
2. Spinal 6 3o
3. Regional Block 5 o mmn
4. Local 2 LA
{t} DISPOSiTON
1. Treated and Released 58 PSR
2. Admitted to Sickbay 68 "A2
3. Discharged to Duty 40 A ann
4. Transferred 12 e
5. Transferred (Care of the
Dead) _ _ 4
6. Died i Woinds 2%
~ 7. Peraining in Sickbay End
= of Operatcisn iz
" ABurh Vietnamese
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B. LOGISTIiCS:

L, {C) Ma.ntenance. Due to ilow wind velocity for
helicopter operatiuns USS OKINAWA was reguired to exceed
the hours between cieaning firesides on number two boiler.

2. {C) UNREP/VERTREPS. A total ot four replenishments
were conducted during Operation DARING REBEL, three were
along side replenishments and one was a VERTREP.

SHIP NSFO JP5 PROVISIONS STORES
CALIENTE 72,369 60,349
TOLOVARNA 186,650
PASSUMPSLC 102,182 5,040
NLAGARA FALLS 8L.25 ;T 15.8 S/T ;
%
NSFO and JP5 guantities in gallons. ol e®%
“stee
Sheele |
6 [T
s e o
¢ o @
te o
j....
stoe
Te
.‘. :
; .o:
AR
T
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS

L. During Operation DARING REBEL this command issued 13 press releases for
clearance by COMUSMACV, hosted eleven civilien news media representatives, three
IIT MAF escorts and seven military news media and CIB representatives.

2. On the morning of 5 May a total of 18 naws media representatives and three
escorts arrived aboard the flagship from III MAF via CH-46 furnished by ARG/SLF
BRAVO. CATF and CLF briefed the newsmen and answered their questions. The

group of 21 requested to ride the tnitial waterborne assaulit waves and were takem
to USS DULUTH. Aboard DULUTH the newmen were positioned im LVYT's and LCM-8 as-
sault craft. The newmen hit the beach in the first and second waves.

3. After about three hours on the beach the civilian mewsmen and their escorts
returned to the flagship and, within 45 minutes, were enroute to Danang via two
CH-46's again furnished by ARG/SLF BRAVO. News media represented were: NBC,
CBS, AP, UPI, TIME-LIFE, AFP and STARS AND STRIPES.

4. CIF 76 sent a four-man Mobile Amphibious News Team to establish a Command
Information Buregu (CIB) aboard the flagship with a highly mobile photo detach-
ment to visit all ships present. The news team reported aboard USS OKINAWA on
the afterncon of 5 May and immediately established the CIB, The detachment of
twe enlisted photographers was sent to USS DULUTH.

5. CIB pevsonnel observed USS WHITE RIVER from USS OKINAWA helo during a firing
missfon on 6 May. Three prints and negatives were sent to CTE 70.2.1.1 B

€. On 7 May, BRAVO Co., held in reserve until then, was helo-lifted from LSS
DULUTH by HMM 362. CIB personnel photographed the hels opeg and mailed efght -
rolls of fi{lm to CTE 70.2.1.1. -

7. On the morning of 9 May a simulated helo assault was launched from USS
OKTHAWA while a simulated waterborne assault was launched from USS CULUTH.
Becense ni Naval Gunfire prep fires, a helo for atrborne photography was not
available, however, the LVI's splashing in formation made great amphibious
photography. This film was mailed {mmediately to CTE 70.2.1.1.

8. BJU ONE, Team 12, Det FOXTROT employed PSYOPS on the morning of 10 May {in
the form of a leaflet drop and aerial broadcasts. CI® persocnel accompanied
the missflon and compiled information and photegraphs for a feature story.

3. On the morning of 11 May, CIB perscnnel went ashore to cover BMU ONE
Detachment om RED BEACH. Informatign was compiled for two photo features and

4 tape recordimg of the OinC and his experience the first night of the operation
when the camp was attacked by small arme fire was made. That afterncon COL
Willtam C. DOTY, USMC, Commander of the Landimg Force was {nterviewed on tape
and the tape semt to CTE 70.2.1.1.

10. 1In the two week operation nearly every ship in the Task Force was visited
at least once by CIB personnel. Two futile attempts were made to visit USS FRANK
E. EVANS (NGFS ship). Travel ccordinatiom by USS OKINAWA (LPH 3) was out-
standing,
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SJPPURTING ARMS

i- Gafiefal. 4Liil MAF piuv.ded JH-.E  acmed., OV=.0, A-4, A-6,
F—-d4 and F=.0U asrcialt whien heeded fo: 2i08€ all Suppsrt

and spottify. -oatLol puzpssas. US3 WHITE RIVER (LFR 536},
USS MULLiNNIX .DD 944;, US5 FRANK E. EVANS (DD 754, , USS

NOA (DD 84:i, and U35 DOUGLAS H- FOX :DD 799) were assigned

4t various tuMes to picvide Navai Guatire Support (NGFS) .

USS WHITE RIVEK fired 5" spin stab.. .-. cockets, CSS
MULLINNIX was aced -with d",54 guas, ana the other destroyers
carzied 5"/36 guns. MARKEDI TIME rocces (WeB and PG
patrolied the seaward AUA, iateilepiafiy and invesStiJat.ony

ail unidentiried Contacts, and prov.dsd iLleitéed Tice 3upport
along the beacn.

-

2. Navai GunlLire Support.

a. Schedule of Fires. On D~Day WHLITE RiVER tfirad 500 .-

rounds of H5" Spin sStabiiized Rockets (SSRY prep fire on Red S
Beach from H-60 to H-45, in order to detonate any mites
which might have been planted and to disiivse ainy bunkers N

in the berm iiie. The bzach prep was scheduled tu eliminate
any iine oi fire probliems that may have arisedn with both -
TORTUGA =snd DULUTH 1n cthie vicininy wi the LOD by H-30 to -
Launch bsats and LVT's. WHLITE RLVER fad conduiced a samilar S
Mmession ofi 2 May nocth ot Red Beach su lu was ascided that )
thls eat.y piep i Red Bzain wluid ndt Jivs préfac.ie

discissuie ot the actiual alipliibilus sanding. MJLLINNLX
fired 200 counds of 5",/54 on Red Beach riom H-13 to H~8 to o
eliduinate any eneMy Moveilshl inLD the atrea arfter the WHITE SN

RIVER picp. Ine Sapport.nd Ailis Covrdunat.on Center VSACT
then sh.rted her I.te Lo Lhs pi.laiy iand.ay 2sne to Lire
100 rounds piép Life antii L=3 itinut=s, Lo neut:alize any
enemy Ln he vicindty-

D. AfE: scse Divaed5lGli, wpeialalig godasiatiy Soulhwest ot
the AOA, designated an af€a sateand.ny afp: oxidiatery 1000
METters .nic the Afe: scds aAu and fuihen. aljacéat to the AJGA
as a ries I.ie o€ nNight.y ol «330d to USsUH. This prior
coordination made it pPisoiDis Ly LaPid.y ssc8hlE aly SN0LPEC
OL muLtarl f.ie jJen€iated Lrom Lhe Liee Laul= soné iLutu the
priary Léd"s ang Slipany pous.efilils aioj 202 sldthwestein
eqage i the nlA 17 =4
and coadaltl.ing H oand
border ares. Nightiy NGF3 H and [ fires were couordinated
with artiliery and mortar H and I fires to obtain the
greatest probabie target coverage and erlectiveness.

8T moilliaat =3 f:oLeiwd afr dlhediiing

[T V]

200 sawienlhicaala v, linds.ons it LHiE

c. Naval gunfire prep fires were empioyed on a simulated
helicopter ianding zone and beach in the no.:hern portion of
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the AOA on D+4 to confuse the enamy. USS FRANK E. EVANS
fired 25 rtounds ol 5", 38 at each taryet, i coordination
With artii.ery and CLOS& a.r Support strikes. e
d, Tne piitary L2's were agaln prepped on D+12 when .
CHARLIE and DELTA Companies were litted back to the LZ's
in the western portion of the AOA to make & second search
and clear sweep Ot the area,
¢, Assignment of Ships., Naval gunfire ships were
assigned as Lollows tu provide direct support of BLT 1,/26:
USS WHLTE RLVER (LFKR 536) 5- b May 1290 rounds/
8 tarygets
U35 MULLINNIX (DD 944) 5- 6 May 469 rounds/

1i targets
USs FRANK E. EVANS (DD 754) 6-15 May 3074 rounds/
79 targets

Uss Nua (DD 841 15-19 May 335 rounds/ T 3
26 targets eoee
Uss DUOUGLAS H. FOX ‘DD 779} 19-20 May Not tired
Uss CKRUCKETT (PG 88; L3-15% May o7 rounds/
L target ,* ot
*eet o
I. Miss.ons. Total mLgsiOns Lared duting the opetation Y
were: cons
L}
Misseuns Rouaas "',E
(X J
Prep Fires lzs 1503 ot 3%
‘et o
H and 1 56 to58
Caii PFite 45 1848
1ilumination 9 221
Tortal 125 5230

g, Comnunications. No prolonged dirticuities were
expexlenﬁed With SACC communlcations during the operation.
The CATF !.agship remained within reagonablie distance I1om
the beach 1 urde: b0 Maintaln COMMUALoatious. On one
occasion sé&vere ahterlerance Lraun tn-countey units was
exper ienced on the naval gunlice spot neét. This was promptly
corrected atter a Harmful Interference Report was sent to
apptopriate in-country commands .

3. (C) Cluse Air Support.
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a. Planning. CTG 76 .4 representatives conducted a liaison
viSit to Ouaing Tin Province Headquarters on 3 May 1969 regarding
CHIC iocations and inteliigence intoritation about Barciex

1siand and also atctended a planning conterence at the Americal
Division Comtand Post. Again, on 4 May, iialison was conducted
with representatives of the Americal Division at Chu Lai
regarding contiol of Lixed-wing air strikes and Tactical Air
Observers in suppott of Operation DARING REBEL.

b, Execution.

(17 On 5 May, the Furward Alr Controller from the
Amer ical Division was on station at L-60 to control rixed-
wing aircealt fo¢ Lé prep and CAS.

27 At L=50, rixed-wing aircratt arrived on schedule
‘and prepped the Lz wiath 500 pound bombs.

(37 At L-1i5, tixed-wiung aircratt for CAS arrived on -

scheduie and suppressed autoinatic weapons tife as needed. so8e
[

(47 CTG /6.4 Tactical Alr Coutrol Center (LALCH P
contruiied i,i02 alrciatt during Operation DARING REBEL, e
totty (wo -1 thess weie tighter and attack alrcraft ror *ee’ o
CAS, eignt weic AC—47 "SPOUKY" airciaft LOr rire suppsit Y
atd Lliuminatioll and tweaty were UH-LE gunships 1or helo ..?
escur L and MEDEVAC Liie suppurt. Total o uaste zaperded was: R

Q.'. :
Boi.o. 145,300 pounds b
ot e
Roikets § 5% LUNL, 145 < 75" KOCKE®S ¢
Napaim 29,000 pounds
AMINS 5,600 rounds, Z0MM,

156,600 rounds, 7.02MM

A total wi 43 MEDEVAU reguests were prucessed duiing DARING
REBEL, 22 LI thess weig emergency requests. A total of 1490
SAV-~A-PLANE'S Wote Procésscd.

(5 Fregquentiy at naght UB-1E gunsn.ps were reguested
teom Chu Lai, throuyh HAWK HILL (CP for L. L Aimored Cavaley;
toc t.re suppurt 0L emergency MEDEVAC tlights. The distance
between oul upsrating area and Chu Lai Caused a deliay of 40 -
70 minutes for gunship support of emergency MEDEVAC's. CTG
76.4 reguested from CG, ill MAF that gunships be positioned
at L2 BALDY, apprugimately 3 miles west of the ACA, at
night to avoid this delay. CG, 111 MAF answered that this
was not practical and recommended that CATF station MEDEVAC
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helicopters at Macbie Mountain or Chu Lai (CG, I1I1 MAF 0704402
MAY 69 NOTAL;. CTG 76,4 was told informalily by the Americal
Divislion that yunships were at LZ BALDY on the night of 8

May but when requested for an emergency MEDEVAC that night
they were, 1n fact, in Chu Lai.

{6} CG, 1Ll MAF required that all air support reguests
for pre-planned missions be submitted prior to 1200 the day
before their use. This necessitates the BLT ashore to deter-
mine their requlrements 24 hours in advance when, in effect,
these requirements otten change throughout the day.

(7)1 In the later stages of Operation DARING REBEL
the southern CHIC frequentiy received ground rire and moitar
attacks, Fire support was requested by TACC through FIRST
MAW on these occasions even though the CHIC was not in our
AOQA .

(8) Twice during Operation DARING REBEL the MEDEVAC HEI
Guard was transterced to DULUTH whete TACRON personnel and oo
MEDEVAC helcs assumed the guard while OKINAWA conducted S eelte
underway Izpienishuents. .
3
{9y On 20 May, two UH-1E's iour helo escort assisted ‘edt o
in the withdrawal ot BLT L1/26, sene
..:'
¢, Comnunications. R
'... :
'L TACC radio nets were established and manned in ..::
accordance with Annex HOTEL of CTG 7u 4 OFORD 303<69. Ten nets ¢ 8 3
L J

were requested and aii ten werée provided, . oo

vej Cumtunicatlions throughout the entire vperativn
were excelient, Th2 blggest prublem was contacting FIRST
MAW in the late night or eacrly morning tor "SPOOKY" gunship
suppuLt, OLten Lt waS necessary to reiay these requests
through sume othe: station.

15, OKINAWA expe:ienced a power loss at 131250H.
Ail circults weie back in uperation by i..izZ<H.

\d4) Agaln, as Ln previous operations, LI Control was
usefui it expedriting SAVeA-PLANE intormation to embarkK=d ajr=
craft unable tu talk with Heilcopter Direction Center (HDCy.
This appreciably lessened the time delay in Clearing artillery
and naval guntire missions.
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SHiP=TO-SHORE MOVEMENT

AMPHIB1OUS DEMONSTRATION

WITHDRAWAL

PSYCHOLOGLCAL OPERATIONS

A. SH1p-TO-SHORE MOVEMENT:

L. {C) Waterborne. The waterborne ship-to-shore phase
ol the amphiblous assault took place over Red Beach located
in Quang Tin Province of 1 CTZ. The boat lLane at Red Beach
Wwas 500 y:-ds wide and 1,500 yards iong with the center Of
Red Beach at gtid coordinates BT 250467 and center ot Line
of Departure (LOD) at graid coordinates BT 263473. D-Day
was 5 May 1969 with H-Hour LOOOH.

. USs WINSTON (LKA 94) and USS TORTUGA (LSD 26)
rendezvoused at (0600H ten miies seaward of Red Bealh to
make pre H-Hour tcansrer of ALFA Battery (105 howitzer) to
six LCMb's iLrom WINSTON. On completion of tcansfer TORTUGA
proceeded to the LOD at Red Beach with LCMb's 1a convoy
and assumed duties as Primary Controi Ship (PCS) at 0945H.
USS MULLINNIX and USS WHITE RIVER conducted prep fire oL
the beach and ianding zones as outlined ih enclosute {99 .
USS DULUTH (LPD &) arrived in the vicinity of the LOD
taunching four LIMB's preloaded with tanks and ten LVI's
with ALFA Company embarked just prior to 0948H, then pru=-
ceeded to the heiicopter trauspurt area. USS TORTUGA as
PCS controlied ail scheduled assault weve's in 10liowing
sequence:

(L} WAVE L, ten LVT's ALFA Company embarked =
Touchdown 0959H (sarly one minute).

{29 WAVE 2, four LCMB's with one tank each -
Touchdown 1003H on time.

'3 WAVE ¥, two LCMB8's with tWwo Ontos each -
Touchdown L0108 on time.

{4y WAVE 4, LCUsLARC with Beach Master -
Touchdown L017%H on tiwe.

(5) WAVE 5, six LCM6's with 105 Howitzers -
Touchdown 1024H on time.
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2. (C) Heiiborune. The heliborne ship-to-shore movement
was condacted on 5 May 1969 into Landing Zone TIGER at grid
coordinates BT 198477 and Landing Zone LION at grid coordinates
BT 173493. Altesnate Landing Zones were PANTHER at grid
coordinates BT 2104/6 and ALLEY at grid coordinates BT 197489.
All landing 2ones were iocated in Quang Tin Province of 1 CT2.
DELTA Company embarked in USS OKINAWA was lifted by helicopter
into Landing Zone TIGER at L-Hour, L000H. Helicopters
received small arms fire from the western side of the river bank,
just cutside ot the AOA. The lift of CHARLIE Company from ‘
USS GKINAWA into Landing Zone LION was delayed because of
numerous bunkers uncovered by the first mission of Close Air
Support prep. A second Ciose Air Support prep was theretore
conducted on Landing Zone LION. CHARLIE Company was landed
in Landing Zone LION at 11i45H.
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B. AMPH1BIOUS DEMONSTRATI1ON:

L. iC) The Battailon started thelr general eastward
movement un the morning of 9 May. ALFA Company in the
southern sectur of the AOA started moving north and the
test of the BLT in the western sector of the AOA started
moving eastward. An amphibious demonstration was conducted
in the northern sector of the AOA 1o confuse and intluence
enemy action within the AOA. USS FRANK E. EVANS fired

ptep fire into & simulated landing zone from 0745H to 0750H.

Eight helicupters flew to the simulated landing zone at
grid coodinates BT 215504 and turned away at L-Hour, 0800H.
USS DULUTH tuuk station at 0800H on the simulated LOD at
grid coordinates BT 250515 and iaunched four LCM8's and
ten LVT's. DULUTH as PCS then controlled the LVT's toward
the beach at grid vooc:dinatzs BT 232510 with a turn away
at the surt line at H-Hour, 0830H.

a. A WPB at 09458 s.ghted about 50 civilians un the
beach just north of the AOA at grid coordinates BT 227530.
The civilians reported that a large force of VC/NVA had
occupied their village (vicinity grid coordinates 225530j .
From the northward movement ot the VC/NVA out of the AOA
immediately atter the demonstration, it is belleved the
VC/NVA thought their possibie escape route to the south
was about tv bs cliozed.
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C. WITHDRAWAL:

L. ) wWithdrawal day was 20 May 1969 with W-Hour 0630H.
CHARLIE and DELTA Companies and the Battaiion Command Group

were flown Lrom landing z-nés to USS OKINAWA, BRAVO Company
was Lifted to Red Beach by helicopter and was further with-

drawn to USS DULUTH by LCM8's. Remaining on the beach during

the initial stages of the withdrawal was ALFA 1,13 v105
Howitzer Batteryi. ALFA 1/i3 was lifted by LCM8's to USS
DULUTH about 0900H. ALFA Company was a securdity force on
Red Beach and was the last to leave. They were withdrawn
by LVT's to USS5 DULUTH at 1230H. All LVT's were aboard
US5 DULUTH by 1255H.
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D. PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS:

L Concegtm

a. During Operation DARING REBEL, Beach Jumper
Unit ONE Team TWELVE Detachment FOXTROT was tasked with
providing population control and psychological operations
in support ot BLT 1/26.

b. The ieaflets used to accomplish this task were
prepared by the SEVENTH Psyops Battalion located in Danang.
The aerial loudspeaker broadcasts were prerecorded tapes
prepared by Detachment FOXTROT using V.etnamese Lialisoun
personnel assigned to BLT 1/26.

2. Conduct.

a. 5 May - at 1415H, after BLT 1/26 had landed, oe
Detachment FOXTROT commenced the population control and R
psyops efiort by dropping 100,000 leatlets and making an
aerial broadcast, 50,000 of the leaflets informed the Secote
civilian population ot the operation and gave the populace ¢
general instructions to follow in evacuation of the area. of 3%
25,000 ot the leafiets asked the population to report the s o
location of any mines ol boopy traps and insured the peopie Hadd
that they would be rewarded tor giving this information eede

and that their identity would be kept secret. The remaining s o
25,000 leatlets were standard Chieu Hoi leaflets giving the o
VC an opportunity to return to the GVN. At the completion . ave
of the leaflet drop an aerial lLoudspeaker broadCasSt was :.j E

used to give the civilian population specific instractions
to be toliowed in the evacuation or the area.

b. 6 May - at 0840H anothexr 100,000 leaflets were
dropped. These leatlets were a mixture of the standard
Chieu Hoi leaflet and a leatlet giving the VC information
coverinyg the rewards they would be given for turning in
their weapons when they tailied.

¢. 7 May - at 10l15H an aerial loudspeaker broadcast
was conducted using the evacuation tdape played on 5 May to
inform the civilians remaining in the area that they were
in grave danger and must leave the area by sunset. At 1415H,
70,000 iearjets were dropped and an aecial broadcast was
made over the area. The leaflets were rally instructions
that gave the VC specific instructions for returning to the
GUN. The aerial broadcast was a personal message from the
Marine Commander telling the VC that they were completely
surrounded and that they were to rally to the GVN or face
the possibility ot death.
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d. i1z May - at 0815H, atter receiving information
that some <ivilians still temained in cthe area, Detachment
FOXTROT peisolinel made another aerial loudspeaker broad-
cast warnlng the civiiians of the danger they were in and
directing them to mcve to the océan and to Marine posit.ons.
As a tesuit of this broadcast, 75 civiiians moved to the
Cua Dai River and were picked up by Swift Boats. A problem L
occurred 1n that civilians outside the area of operation o
heard the broadcast and followed the instructions by moving f
to Marine positions for evacuation.

e. 12 May - at L530H 60,000 standard Chieu Hoi !
leatiets were dropped over the area and an aeridal loud-
speaker bruadcasted a message from the Marine Commander
to the VC. This message wacrned the VC ot the danger
they were 1n and yave them the opportunity to Chieu Hol.

f. L8 May - at 1630H, another message trom the oo
Marine Commander was given via aerial broadcast to the e o
VC who had crossed the Truong Giang River and fied the seee
Marine cordon. This message assured them that they might Seeele
not be so lucky in the future and that the Aliied Forces . |
would aiways be atter them, A A '
*ee’ o
[ XXX ]
..:.
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DiSTRIBUTION LIST
CINCPACFLT CG, V MEF
COMBEVENTHFLT CG, 1ST MARDIV
COMPHiLBPAC CG, 3RD MARDIV
COMPHIBFORSEVENTHEFLT CG, 5TH MARD1V
CG, FMFSEVENTHFLT CG, 18T MAW
CG, FMFPAC CNO (0P09B9) HISTORICAL DIV,
COMPHIBTRAPAC CMC
CG, LANFORTRACOMPAC COMPHIBLANT
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, CORONADO CG, FMFLANT
COMPHIBGRU ONE PRES, NAVWARCOL
COMPHIBGRU THREE CMCS QUANTICO, VA
COMPHIBRON ONE CHAIRMAN AWB COMPHIBTRALANT
COMPHIBRON THREE CG, LANFORTRACOMLANT
COMPHIBRON FIVE . CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, LITTLE CREEK
COMPHIBRON SEVEN COMFHIBGRU TWO
COMPH1BRON NINE COMPHIBGRU FOUR
COMPHIBRON ELEVEN COMSERVGRU THREE .
COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE CTG 73.5 o
COMTACGRU ONE CTG 70.8 s
COMNAVSPECWARGRUPAC CTF 115
COMNAVBEACHGRU ONE CTG 76.4 e o'
CO, BJU ONE OTG 76.5 *etee’
CO, ACU ONE CTG 79.4 o 4
CO, BMU ONE CTG 79.5 AL
O1INC BMU ONE WP DET CTG 1i5.1 Y
OINC ACU ONE WP DET CO, BLT 1/26 -,'25
OLNC WP DET NAVSPECWARGRU CO, HMM 362 vous s
OLNC NAVBEACHGRU ONE WP DET CO, USS ORINAWA {(LPH 3) vess “
O1INC NAVSECGRU Wp DET CO, US$ FORT MARION (LSD 227 "
CO, TACRON ELEVEN CO, USS DULUTH (LPD 6) oo, 5 P
CO, UDT THIRTEEN CO, USS WINSTON (LKA 94} . b
USA C&GSC, FT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS CO, 0SS TORTUGA {(LSD 265 4% %0 1
O1NC NAVTACDOCACT CO, USS MULLINNIX (DD 9447° 3 |
CINCPAC CO, USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD 754)
COMUSMACLV CO, USS NOA {DD 841)
COMNAVFORV CO, USS DOUGLAS H. FOX (DD 779)
CG, ILL MAF CO, USS WHITE RIVER (LFR 536}

CO, USS CROCKETT (PG 88)
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COMMANDER AMPHIB[OUS FORCE
UNITED STATES SEVENTH FLEET
FPO SAN FRANCISCO, 96601

. i

FF3/76-N31:JRE: P8
21 - - | R
Ser 76-091 | L
27 August 1969 ! SR
CONFIDENTIAL = Un°13931fied upon removal of enclosurea v | i

Prom: Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTE Fleet : | g
Tos Commander Amphibiocus Ready Group ALFA, U S. SEVENTH Fleet : i

Subjé Operation DARING REBEL Post Operation Report, approval of (U)

Ref: (a) Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA 1tr 3500 §3r 023 of i L
1 June 1969,

(b) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76, INST 3500.1C | | !

Encl: (1) Commander Amphibious Force, U.S, SEVENTH Fleeﬁ;lrr 3509
ser 76/069 of 23 June 1969, _ £ v
.(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet ltr 3340 ser 0138 o£ 23 July 1969.

PP T SRR

i
b e

. Lapiin,
g et

e °
1. Reference (a) is approved for distribution upon 1ncorPoration of the. 3.:;.:
corrections promulgated in enclosures (1) and (2). 1 3
. 0000. ﬁ
2, Compilation and d:lstr:lbut:lon of the subject report will be 1o accordance , ., %
with reference (b). - - j;.: En e
3. Enclosure (1) may bte made an enclosure to or distributed uith the ;.E:" :}
corrected Post Operation Report if desired, e é
Y . o
: ~;§ '
turnover item until incorporated as a change to reference (b). o ;Og G
O L
. &

John W. O'NEILL
Chief of Staff .

L
&SR

gl Lok )

I 4, Attention is directed to paragr.ph 2 of. enclosure (2). This iz a %
i
\
|
I
i

| GROUP-4 . ‘ S
OWNGRADED AT 3.¢EAR INTERVALS : ‘ QQNFIDENTIAL ,
DECLASZ(F(ED AFTER 1Z YEARS. , o /
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N312:CCN:gds
3500
Ser 76/069
23 JUN 1969

From: Commander Awphibious Fores, U.S5. SEVENTH Fleet
Tos Commander U.S5. SEVENTH Fleet

Sub}: DARING REBEL Post Operation Report; forwarding of (U)

Encls 7(1) COMREAGRU ALFA ltr 3500 ser 023 of 1 June 1969 (5 copiles)

1. (C) Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet concurs with the
contents of enrTosure (1) except as noted below:

. 8. Page 2, line 5, change sentence beginning "Four companies....."
to read "Four companies from the SECOND Republic of Korea Marime Coxrps
(ROKMC) EBrigade and Vietnamese Regional Porces/Popular Forces (RF/PF o

b. Page 8, paragrsph 6.

Insert the following before the last sentence:

"Addit iomally, thxoughout thse cperation Task Group 115.1 Elements proved effective

in their blockade efforts.”

¢. Enclosure 3, ®" 4priil 1969, paragraph a, line 5, change to vead
Koves Marioe Corps (ROKMC Brigade - Hoi Am Deputy Sepior Advisor."

d. Enclosure 4, page 3, paragraph 3.a(4), change line 1 to read
“Elements of the lst Squadron, 1st Cavalry "

#. Enclosure 8, peragraph 4, delete “In response to a request from this

¢ cnmmand ,

Lopy to:
CIZ 76.4

F.W. CLIFT 1III
Chief of Staff

¢
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UNITED §TATES PACIFIC FLEET " - LB

COMMANDIR SEVENTH FLEET Gy,
" FF/7/31B: tag

© 3340 )
Ser: N&-Ul38

CONFIDENTIAL o T 23JUL1959

From: Commander SEVENTH Fleet i
To: Commander Amphibious Forces u. S. SEVENTH Fleet

Subj: Operation DARING REBEL Post 0perat1on Report; approval of (U)

Ref: (a) Commander Amphxbzous Ready Group ALFA, U. S, SEyENTH Fleet
Conf ltr Ser 023 of 1 Jun% 1969
(b) Commander Amphibious Forces, U, S. SEVENTH Fleet Conf ltr
Ser 069 of 23 June 1969

1. References (a) and (b) have been reviewed and are aﬁproved for
distribution as recommended by reference (a) with additions and cor-
recelons noted in reference (u) sub;ect to the follow1n£ changes. ie
il e -
a. Reference (a), Page 6, paragraph 10 under Material Captured
Amount of Tice is less than that reported by SITREPS. Flgure should
read 9,425 pounds, vice 1, 425 pounds.
2, It is desired that future post operation reports 1nc1ude a sta-
tistical summary of damage inflicted by Naval Gunfire Support and
Close Air Support, and the commander's assessment of thelr effective-

ness. y
: /l%£§
. i G ALMIT HELL S
' . Asst Cnief of Staff
) e for Plans
> | oy
r B
{ , : :
Downgraded at 3 year intorvalsy |- : S
DB;I&SSI-‘ed aftor 12 yrars. : N COVFIDENTIAL
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COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP ALFA
0. S. SEVENTH FLEET
FPO 8an Francisco 90601
CARG'A'/N3s3:tt

3500
Ser: 022
£ sune 1969
CONFIDENTIAL
From: Commander Amphipious Ready Group ALFA, U.8. SEVENTH Fleet
To: Commander Amphibious Force, U.&. SEVENTH Fleet
Subj: Operation GALLANT LEADER Post Operation Report;
tocwarding ok d) >~
0
Ret: La; COMPHIBEORSEVENIHFLT,IE /o INST 3500.iC Q
0 Joint CUMFiRSTFLI, COMSEVENTHFLT iNST 3500,3,3500.8A i
X
Fncl: i; Task Urganizeation N
12, lnitiatang Directave Ny

L5, Chronoulogy ot Bvents ‘
(di Pranninyg,/0peratidns Jomitred) :
5) lateriigence Omitted; &
(0, MedicaisLogistacs (Omitted) ™
Lo Comnunlications o

L8 Puabiic Altalrs Omitted) . "%
(Y. Suppourting Arms .Omiteed; L
LU, Lessolls Leatfned uUmitted:

[ SHJP—LU’SHQLQ Mo vainent Eoodo

il Distributaiin

AR IR
L] [ N ] ‘

L. ¢ Baurgiound. Go NoL isiand and southern Dodge City s \g
have continued to provide the enemy with a ftorward scageng cas o ’
base Lur opetations .o the Danany, Hos An, and Dal Loc aiea, ‘e
and has Lialstioiasly been a haven LO¢ Main and i0tdr IuLlé€ .
anits. 1ooceiors, Cummaadog Geteral, L.l Marins Amphiblous  geeess
Force iCG, Lii MAF, requested approval LrOm COMUSMACY and « o

COMSEVENTHFLT to empioy Amphiblous Ready Group/ special Landing?-":
Force ALFA ARG, SLF ALFA! in a Multi-Dartalion, Multi=national
opeératitn an the Doage Cuty - Go Nou lsiand atca.

Z. (C, Cuficept Ul Upeiale.ons. TO empioy ihe Anphibious Task
Force in an Auphibioas Assaull o Lind, Lia and destioy enslty
forces. AL L-Hou: land the battai:ion by heilcopteiborne

means i selecced Landing Zunes (LZ'sy and simaltanesusly ltand
Combal suppuil ufils and colbat sarvice support units by water-
borne Meains at talps in Danang Haibor 10z futther movelent to
the SLIY ical aiesa. ‘

X

!

a. Mission. Commander Amphibious Task Force (CATF) L

conduct an afphibious operation against Viet Cong/North Vidt=\ O
——t

namese Army (VC/NVAj rorces in the SEVENTH Marine Regiment

VTS LT

e

N
CONF1DENTIAL N

C3ioVix N
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Area of Operaticns (A0 in Quang Nam Province of the I Corps
Tactical Zone {ICTZ), or other operations as agreed upon
with CG, III MAF or his designated representatives.

b. Exesution. Operation GALLANT LEADER was executed as
a helicopterborne landing of four companies, two each simul-
taneously from USS OKINAWA and USS DULUTH with L<Hour 230630H
May 1969. All scheduled helicopter serials were landed by
231043H. H-Hour was 230630H with the remainder of the bat-
talion support units and BLT rear off-locaded by 242315H.

{1} Augmentation Forces. Battalion Marines aboard
USS DULUTH were helicopter 1lifted by four CH-46's and one
CH-53 helicopters from FIRST Marine Air Wing {(FIRST MAW) .

{2} Casualties: Nonhe.

{3) Personnel captured,/detained: None.

f4) Material captured: None.
4, {C) Conelusions. The operation transported the Bat-
talion Landing Team (BLT)} to an in-country site and was
effective onily in thav the landing force was landed where

requested by CG, 111 MAF. No contact was made with enemy SLx
forces during this operation.

5. {U) Recommendations. None. "

égﬂﬁmg =

. STROUD -

Distribution:
{See Enclosure (12))

2 CONFIDENTIAL
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TG T6.L

TU T6.4.0

TE 76.4.0.1

TE 76.4.0.2

TE 76.4.0.3

TE 76.4.0.4

TE 76.4.0.5

TE 76.L4.0.6

TU 76.4.1

TU 76.L4.2

TU T6.4.3

TU 76.4.4

DECLASSIFIED

TASK ORGANIZATION

Amphibious Ready Group ALFA

USS OKINAWA (LPH 3)
USS DULUTH (LPD 6)
USS TORTUGA (LSD 26)

QA -

FYREERE T ravE

CAPT G. W. STROUD, USN
COMPHIBRON FIVE

USS FORT MARION (LSD 22) (23-2L4 May)

USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27) (25 May)
TACRON ELEVEN DET ALFA

UDT THIRTEEN DET ECHO

BJU ONE TEAM TWELVE DET FOXTROT
BMU ONE DET ALFA ONE

ACU ONE DET ALFA

Command Special Operations Unit
Flagship Element
USS OKINAWA (LPH 3)

Tactical Air Contrcl Element
TACRON 11 DET ALFA

Beach Reconpaissance Element
UDT 13 DET ECHO

Special Operations Element
BJU 1 DET FOXTROT

Transport Area Defense Element
USS TORTUGA (LSD 26)

Naval Beach Party Element
BMU 1 DET ALFA ONE

Gunfire Support and Screen Unit
Transport Unit

USS OKINAWA (LPH 3)

USS DULUTH (LPD 6)

USS TORTUGA (LSD 26)

Cargo Unit
USS FORT MARION (LSD 22)

Waterborne Control Unit
USS TORTUGA (LSD 26)

DECLASSIFIED

CAPT G. W. STROUD, USN
COMPHIBRON FIVE

CAPT H. D. WILLIAMS, USN
CO, USS OKINAWA (LPH 3)

LCDR R. H. WALL, USN ‘.
OIC TACRON 11 DET ALFA :

LTJG J. A. LYTLE, USNR , .**,
OIC UDT 13 DET ECHO  *e%4s°

LTJG A. C. REYNOLDS, USRee®s
0IC BJU 1 DET FOXTROT  ,
L] L4
. .
CDR 0. J. VOGEL, JR., USR®
CO, USS TORTUGA (LSD 269ee,

LTJG H. B. MEACHAM, USNR .,
OIC BMU 1 DET ALFA ONE o¢°*°°**

Not assigned

CAPT G. W. STROUD, USN
COMPHIBRON FIVE

CDR J. W. FARLEY, USN
CO, USS FORT MARION (LSD 22)

CDR 0. J. VOGEL, JR, USN
CO, USS TORTUGA (LSD 26)

o

Enclosure (1)
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TU 760[!05

DECLASSIFIED

Heliborne Control Unit
US3S OKINAWA (LPH 3)
USS DULUTH .z %,

Special Landing Force

BLT 1/26
HMM 362

CAPT H, D, WILLIAMS, USN
CO, USS OKINaWa (iLPH 3)

COL W, C. DOTY, USMC
€O, SLF ALFA

LTCOL G, T, KLIEFOTH, USMC
LTCOL J, E. SCHLARP, USMC

2 Enclosure (1)
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7ZNY SS58S
0 2013427 MAY 69

FM COMSEVENTHFLT

TO CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR
CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
CTF SEVEN SIX

CTF SEVEN NINE
COMUSMACV

CG III MAF

INFO CNO

CINCPAC

CMC CINCPACFLT
COMNAVFORV

COMPHIBPAC

CG FMFPAC

CG FMFPAC (FWD)

CG FIRST MAW

CG FIRST MARDIV

CMDR SEVENTH AF

CTF ONE ONE FIVE

CTF SEVEN THREE

CTF SEVEN SEVEN

CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE .e

CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE s o

CTG SEVEN NINE PT THREE soee

CTG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE oot
]

"CTG BNE ONE FIVE PT NINE

CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT

CTE SEVEN ZERO PT TWO PT ONE PT ONE
NAVCAMS WESTPAC

NAVCOMMSTAS WESTPAC * -
CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE s

OPERATION GALLANT LEADER INITIATING DIRECTIVE (U)
A. MY OPLAN 101-69 '
B. NwP 22(B)

1. SITUATION: CG III MAF HAS REQUESTED THE EMPLOYMENT OF AN ARG/SLF
IN A MAJOR UNIT OPN ON GO NOI ISLAND AND SOUTHERN DODGE CITY AREA IN
SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS. IN.THE ICTZ. COMSEVENTHFLT WILL PRQVIDE TG T6.4/
79.4 AND SUCH OTHER FORCES AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THIS OPERATION. s
INITIATING DIRECTIVE IS FOR PLANNING PURPOSES. THE OPERATION, WHEN ﬁ?
EXECUTED, WILL BE CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A AND B. =

2, MISSION: COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE (CATF) CONDUCT AN
AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION AGAINST VC/NVA FORCES IN AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA :{&
IN QUANG NAM PROVINCE OF ICTZ IN ORDER TO FIND, FIX AND DESTROY ENEMY
FORCES AND OTHER OPERATIONS AS AGREED.

‘ Enclosure (2)
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UPON WiTH Cu s.. MAF OR Hio DESIGNATED REPRESENTAIIVE.

3. CTG o.4 COMPHIBRON 5 EMBARKED IN USS OKINAWA (LEH 3)
 DESIONaYE. CATE.

Uy

4. CIG 79.4 (COMMANDER SLF ALFA)EMBARKED IN USS OKLINAWA
{LPH 5, DEsLGNATED COMMANDER LANDING FORCE (CLFj .

5. COMMAND KELATIiONSHLIP 1AW PARA 3X. (2) AND (3} OF REF A.

6. COMUSMaACY WILL PROVIDE ANTI-INFILTRATION,EXFILTRATION
PATROL CRAFI FOR THis OPERATION AND WiLL PROVIDE CAS AND
OTHER sUFPURT AS AGREED UPON WLTH CATF 1AW PARA LB (L)

OF REF A

/. THE AMPHiBiuUs UBJECTLIVE AREA (AOA) WILL BE PRUMULGATED
BY SEPARATE MESSAGE

8. NLLKNAME FOR THLIS OPERATION WILL BE GALLANT LEADER WITH
TENTATIVE D-DAY 2: MAY 69. D=-DAY AND H AND L HOURS TU BE
DETEKRMINED AND CUNFiRMED BY CATF. WHEN ALL FORCES ARE PRE-
PARED, CATF REFURT TO OKlG STATE OF READINESS AND FINAL
CONFLRMATIUN CONCERNLNG D-DAY, H AND L HOURS. EXECUTE D-DAY
AT H AND L HOUKS UNLESS OTHERWLSE DLIRECTED. REPORT EXECUTION

TQ ALCON - HER
s000
9. SPEULAL NSTRUCTLONS .
:.t... i
A. WHEN FiRMiy ESTABLISHED ASHUKE, AND WHEN MUTJALLY AGREED ,* 3°%
BY CATF &ND oG LLI MAF, REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF SLEF CHOP TO CG  *.° ¢
111 MAF. .
(X X} [
*et
B. UPON CHUP UF REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF SLf TO LN-CUOUNLKY CUMMANDER
CATF REMA.N iN sSUPPORT OF OPERATIONS ASHURE. el
[ )
C. WITHDRAWAL, 1AW ANNEX B TO REF A. 5..’:

10, TERMINATIUN 1AW ANNEX B TO REF A.
il. PUBL.C AFFAIRS LAW ANNEX v TO KEF A.
12, DOWNGRADED TO CONFIDENTIAL UPON TERMINATION.

GPb-4
BT

2 Enciosure (2}
CONFIDENTIAL
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E 204162 MAY oY

FM CUMSEVENTHELT
TO CTG SEVEN sS1Xx PT FOUK
CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
CTF SEVEN 5.iX
CTF SEVEN NLNE
COMUSMACY

CG I1l MAF

INFO CNO

CLNCPAC

cMC

CINCPACELT
COMNAVEURV
COMPHIBPAC

CG FMFPAC

CG EMFPAC (FWD:
Ce FLRST MAW

CG FiRST MAKD1V
CMDR SEVENILH AF
CTF ONE ONE FJVE
CTF SEVEN THREE
CTF SEVEN SEVEN

CTG sSEVEN Six PT FIVE L
CTG SEVEN NINE PT F1VE Tetes
CTG SEVEN NiNE PT THREE .

CIG SEVEN THKEE PT FiVE
CT¢ ONE UNE FivE Pl FiVvE . 0o

CIG ¢ BN 4Eru PT ELGHT

CTE sEVEN 4ERG PT I'Wo PT UNE PT ONE
NAVCAMs WHESTPAC

NAVCOMMSTAS WreEsTPAC

CT0 SEVEN ¢4ERO PT ELIGHT PT NINE

L

.

[ ]
OPERATLION GALLANT LEADEK AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA (U -
A. COMSEVENTHFLT 201342z MAY 69 H

I, 7THE AMPHIBLOUS OBJECTIVE AREA (AUA; FOR UPERATION GALLANT
LEADER IS5 AS FOLLOWS:

A, THE osBAWARD EXTENTLION OF THE AOA WILL BE THAT SEA AREA
ENCOMPASSED By A FirTEEN NM ARC CENTERED AT LAI 16-0LPT3Ni

AND LUNG iUo—-.0fip TRJNCATED ON THE NOKRTH BY A L.NE DRAWN 040
DEGREEs [kud FRoM I'HE ARC CENTER AND px.ouw.olic THE SURFACE
AREA OF OtF SHURL [5LANDS HON CJ, HUN SO, HUN La, CU LAU {HAM,
HON GlAlL, HON MU AND THE SURFACE RESTRICTED AREA ARUVUND CuU LAO
CHAM, HON GIAL AND HON TAI ON H.O. CHART 6209 INCLUDING THE
AiR SPACE FROM ZERO TO TWO FIVE THOUS FT. FREE SURFACE AND AIR
TRANSLT GRANTED THROUGH AOA.

3 Enclosure (2)
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B THE HEL.JOPTER ROUTES WILL TERMINATE IN LANDING ZONES AT
HILL 55 LN THE VLICINLITY OF GRID COORDINATES AT 964618/4
REPEAT AT 9Y9b40618,4.

gy
g

GP-4 e
BT o

4 Enclosure (2}
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS
19 May 196

8. TG T6.4/79.4 engeged in Operation DARING REBEL with BLT 1/26
ashore on Barrier Island.

b. 1000H - CG, III MAF recommended to COMUSMACYV landing BLT 1/26
as specified by CG, FIRST MARDIV to support a major unit operation on
Go Noi Island.

c. 1800H - CG, III MAF requested CTG 76.4/79.L4 contact FIRST MARDIV

to commence planning and provide information for initiating directive
for employment of ARG/SLF ALFA on Go Nol Island.

20 May 1969

a. 1820H - CTC 76.4 submitted amplifying information for the
initiating directive to COMSEVENTHFLT.

b. 21L2H - COMSEVENTHFLT promulgated initiating directive for
Operation GALLANT LEADER.

2l May 1969

a. 1000H - Planning conference at headquarters CG, FIRST MARDIV
for Operation GALLANT LEADER.

b. 2300H - CTG T6.4 promulgated message OPORD for Operation GALLANT
LEADER.

23 May 1969
a. 0026H - CTG 76.4 confirmed H and L-Hour as 230630H.

b. 0530H - USS TORTUGA arrived in Danang Harbor and commenced
offload of elements of BLT 1/26.

c. 0630H - USS FORT MARION arrived in Danang Harbor and commenced
offload of elements of BLT 1/26.

d. O0650H - L-Hour. Assault troops landed vicinity Hill55, at grid
coordinates AT 964618, by helo. No opposition and no contact
encountered.

e. 1035H - DULUTH assumed PCS duties.

f. 1100H - Landing Force was firmly established ashore and OPCON of

BLT 1/2€ CHOPPED to CG, III MAF for simultaneous chop to CG, FIRST MARDIV.

Enclosure (3)
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g. 1200H - CATF dissolved the AOA.

2l May 1969

a. 0600H - USS DULUTH and USS TORTUGA anchored Danang Harbor to
continue offload.

CONFIDENTIAL

b. O0845H - USS OKINAWA anchored Danang Harbor to continue offload
by ARG boating.

c. 1100H - USS OKINAWA departed Danang to rendezvous with USS MOUNT
MC KINLEY for rehearsal of Secretary of the Navy visit.

st
e

d. 1210H - USS WHETSTONE arrived in Danang Harbor and began load-
out of ARG material offloaded by USS FORT MARION.

e. 1BL4H - USS OKINAWA anchored in Danang Hearbor to continue offload.
f. 2315H - Offload of BLT 1/26 completed.
g. 2342H - CTG 76.4 recommended termination of Operation GALLANT
LEADER.,
25 May 1969
L2
8. 0001H - USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27) relieved USS FORT MARION (LSD 22). :.E...
b. OT20H - COMSEVENTHFLT directed Operation GALLANT LEADER be Secete
terminated.
e 600
HERE
c. O0800H - Operation GALLANT LEADER terminated. 0o o
[ I X ] :
[ ]
o0
[ [ ]
00000
[ ]
[ ] L]
o0 [ .
e ¢ [ gy
[ ] [ X ] .
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. Plianning. Communications were in accordance with the
Operation GALLANT LEADER Annex NOVEMBER and CTG 76.4 OPLAN
101A-69., EMCON was not set during any portion of this
operation. )

2. ~Requirements versus Assets. Due to the limited scope
of this operation, equipment assets were more than adequate
to fulfill requirements.

3., Usable Frequencies. Frequencies were adeguate and
usable in all spectrums.

4, Csyptographic Systems. Adequate cryptographic systems
were available throughout the operation.

5. RPIO Resupply. No reguests for RPS draws were placed
with the RPIO during the time frame of the operation.

‘6, Traffic Load versus Circuit and Personnel Availability. -
The traffic load encountered 1n the operation did not over- - - -
tax the available circuit assets or cause any major Increase o

in personnel commitments. .

¥

7. -Termination. The NAVCOMMOPNET Orestes termination was - -
excellent throughout the operation. Occasional outages -~
were due to men aloft, and ship's power failure.

JIRID IS ] F¥1)

8. Brsadcast Reception. Fleet brvadcast reception was
excellent throughout the operation. Missing numbers were Tamnta
normally procured from ships in company, CTF 76 flagship, N
or NAVSUPPACT Danang without resorting to NAVCOMMSTA Guam. o

9. Equipment Reliabiliry. Communications were very reiiable
and minor ocutages were corracted as they oocurred.

10. Landing Foirce Problems. There were no major problems
with Landing Force communications throughout the operation.

1i. -Covered Veoice. The RY-B8 for covered volce was used on
the Maneuvering and Warning Circair, Reporving Circuit, and
several Marine citcuits and no major duifriculties ozcuvved.

Enclosure (7)
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SHIP-TO-SHORE MOVEMENT

1. C; The heiicopter ship-to-shore movement was conducted
trom USS OKINAWA and USS DULUTH in the helicopter transport
area ot the Amphibious Objective Area. Hellcopters lifted
Battaiiva Landing Team 1,26 to & Landing Zone at grid coor-
dinates AT 964618, in the vicinity of Hill 55, Augmentation
helicupters consisting of ovne CH-53 and tour CH-46's were
obtained rrom the F1RST Marine Air Wing. The heiicopter
portion ot the orrioad was completed at 231043H.

. (C) USS TORTUGA and USS FORT MARION were anchored in
Danang Haibor piivl to 230630H May 1969 and commenced their
offload of Battalion 1/26 cargyo and vehicles at Naval
Support Activity Danang ramps at 0630H. The waterborne
portion ol the officad was completed 242315H May .959.

Enclosure (11}
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DISTRIBUTION LIST

CINCPACFLT CINCPAC

COMSEVENTHFLT COMUSMACV

COMPHIBPAC COMNAVFORV

COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT CG, III MAF

CG, FMFSEVENTHFLT CG, V MEF

CG, FMFPAC CG, 1ST MARDIV

COMPHIBTRAPAC CG, 3RD MARDIV

CG, LANFORTRACOMPAC
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, CORONADO
COMPHIBGRU ONE

COMPHIBGRU THREE

COMPHIBRON ONE

COMPHIBRON THREE

COMPHIBRON FIVE

COMPHIBRON SEVEN

COMPHIBRON NINE

COMPHIBRON ELEVEN
COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE
COMTACGRU ONE
COMNAVSPECWARGRUPAC
COMNAVBEACHGRU ONE

CO, BJU ONE

CO, ACU ONE

CO, BMU ONE

OINC BMU ONE WP DET

OINC ACU ONE WP DET

OINC WP DET NAVSPECWARGRU
OINC NAVBEACHGRU ONE WP DET
OINC NAVSECGRU WP DET

CO, TACRON ELEVEN

CO, UDT THIRTEEN

USA C&GSC, FT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS
OINC NAVTACDOCACT

CG, STH MARDIV
CG, 1ST MAW

CNO (OPO9B9) HISTORICAL DIV,
cMC

COMPHIBLANT

CG, FMFLANT

PRES, NAVWARCOL

CMCS QUANTICO, VA

CHAIRMAN AWB COMPHIBTRALANT
CG, LANFORTRACOMLANT

CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, LITTLE CREEK
COMPHIBGRU TWO

COMPHIBGRU FOUR

COMSERVGRU THREE

CTG T3.5

CIG T6.4

CTG 76.5

CTG 9.k

CTG 79.5

CO, BLT 1/26

CO, HMM 362

CO, USS OKINAWA (LPH 3)

CO, USS FORT MARION (LSD 22)
CO, USS DULUTH (LPD 6)

CO, USS TORTUGA (LSD 26)

CO, USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27)

Enclosure (12)
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=~ COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
“*. -~ . UNITED STATES SEVENTH FLEET
-~ -FPO SAN FRANCISCO, 96601

From: Commander Amphibious Force, U s. SEVENTH Fleet
To: Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet

Sub/: Operation GALLANT LEADER Post Operation Report; approval of (U)

Refs (a) Commander Amphibious Ready Group 'ALFA ltr 3500 ser 022 of
/ 2 June 1969 o o . _
(r) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF. 76 INST 3500,1C R

~Encks— (1) Commander Amphibiousf?oree, U,SV SEVENTH Fleet’ 1fr 3500- ser. 76-082 ‘ .
‘of 27 July 1969 o
(2) Cormander SEVEMTH Fleet ltr 3500 ser N6-868 of 19 August 1969 L

iy —Reference (a)-1is-approved for-distribution. upon.incorporation .of the . PO
corrections promulgated in enclosure (1). ,

2. Compilation and distribution of the subject report will be 1n accordance ,,

bith reference (b). ” °.8..0
3. Enclosure (1) may be made an enclosure to or distributed with the 2eeele {WW:;
correeted Post Operation Repfrt if desired. . g e
- Sy g ot 208
" . ) Téij Y-
i( s ; '
: . . see o
. ) e * 8
. : | , John W. ©'NEILL. °*
! . Chief of Staff Seeote
4 . . [
,’ .l
L J (X ]
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FF3/“6=-N312:JEE:ps
3500
X Ser T6-082
CONFIDENTIAL ) 27 July 1969

From: Commender Amphibious Férce, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet

To: Commander SEVENTH Fleet

Encl: (1) Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA ltr 3500 ser 022 of 2 June
1969. (5 copies)

1. Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet concurs with the contents ﬁxﬁ
of enclosure (1) except as noted below. S

a. Enclosure (1) S———

TG 76.4 after USS FORT MARION (LSD 22) add "(23-2L May)" Above TACRON
ELEVEN DET ALFA, add new line to read "USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27) (25 May)".

TE 76.L4.0.6, change BMU-1 DET ALFA and OINC BMU-1 DET ALFA to read "BMU-1
DET ALFA ONE and OINC BMU-1 DET ALFA ONE" respectively.

b. Enclosure (2). Under the addressees add "CTG SEVEN NINE PT THREE"
below CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE.

c. Enclosure (3) R
Under 23 May, 1969; subparagraph d, delete "0630H - L-Hour" and replace ®eente
with "0650". Add new subparagraph e. to read "1035H - DULUTH assumed
PCS duties”". Add new subparagraph f. to read "1100H - Landing Force was
firmly established ashore and OPCON of BIT 1/26 CHOPPED to CG, III MAF
for simultaneous chop to CG, FIRST MARDIV." Add new subparagraph g.
to read "1200H - CATF dissolved the AOA."

Under 25 May 1969; reletter subparagraphs a. and b. as b. and c. respectiveiyoo:o
Add new subparagraph &. to read "0001H - USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27) relieved
USS FORT MARION (LSD 22), s

L]

d. Enclosure (12). Change OINC ACU ONE WE DET" to read "OINC ACU
ONE WP DET". Change "COMSERGRU THREE" to read "COMSERVGRU THREE".

John W. O'NEILL
Copy to: Chief of Staff
CTG 36.L

GROUP-4
DOWNGRADED AT 3-YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS CONFIDENTIAL
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.ITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET .
COMMANDER SEVENTH FLEET

FF/T/JHB:tim

3500
Ser N6-868
19 AUG 1969
From: Commander SEVENTH Fleet
To: Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet

Subj: Operation GALLANT LEADER Post Operation Report; approval of

Ref: (a) COMPHIBREADYGRU ALFA Conf ltr CARG "A"/N33:ft 3500 ser 022
of 2 June 1969
(b) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT Conf ltr FF3/T6-N312:JRE:pg 3500 ser
T6-082 of 27 July 1969

1. References (a) and (b) have been reviewed and are approved for
distribution as recommended reference (a) with additions and corrections
noted reference (b).

/s/G. A. MITCHELL
Asst Chief of Staff
for Plans

oesese SO
L4
L4
oe
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COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP ALFA
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601
‘ CARG"A"/N31:kn
3500
Ser 056
22 July 1969

CONFIDENTIAL ‘ 34188380

From: Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet
To: Commander Amphibious Force, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet

Subj: Operation BOLD PURSUIT Post Operation Report; forwarding of (U)

Ref: (a) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76 INST 3500.1C
(b) Joint COMFIRSTFLT/COMSEVENTHFLT INST 3500.3/3500,8A

Encl: (1) Task Organization 9
(2) Initiating directives §
(3) Chronology of events D
(4) Planning/Operations Q@
(5) Intelligence &
(6) Medical/Logistics N
(7) Communications
(8) Public Affairs
(9) Supporting Arms \g
(10) Lessons Learned 3
(11) Ship to Shore Movement
(12) Distribtuion

o

»

1. (C) Background. As part of the continuing campaign by the combined &
efforts o and RVN military units to keep pressure on enemy forces in N
The Republic of Vietnam, Operation BOLD PURSUIT was conducted during the %
period 27 June to 6 July 1969. Ay
| &

Amphibious Ready Group/Special Landing Force ALFA (TG 76.4/TG 79.4) N

i

was employed by Commander U, S. SEVENTH Fleet .in support of and at the
request of Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force, to conduct
operations in order to continue to deny the enemy the use of northern T
Barrier Island, in Quang Tin Province, South Vietnam. The area was
verified by intelligence observation to be customarily and currently

used by the enemy as a sanctuary for rehabilitating decimated Viet Cong
main force units and as a harboring site for North Vietnamese armed units.
The goal of this amphibious operation was to prosecute a search and destroy
operation in cooperation/coordination with the U. S. AMERICAL Division
which was conducting operations along the southern reaches of Barrier A
Island and would be providing a blocking force to the south of the AOA. NN
Units supporting the Amphibious Ready Group/Special Landing Force ALFA §'
ashore were: ALFA Company, SECOND Battalion, FIRST Infantry, 196th Light

Infantry Brigade and FIRST Squadron, FIRST Armored Cavalry both from the )

iy A%

Tz
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. AMERICAL Division) operating as a blocking force on the west bank of the Seng
Truone Giang (River) to the west of the AOA; Seccnd Battalion, Slst Regiment:
of the Second ARVN Division conducting land clearing operations north of the
53rd East-West Grid line north of the AOA, one compary size unit of Regional
Forces from Quang Tin Prév;nue operating as an infantry block west of the ACA
and CTG 115.1 providing normal screening operaticns on the Song Cue Dai (River)
and to seaward of Barrier Igland. Naval gunfire support and zlose air support '
were provided by CTU T0.8.9 and CG, FIRST MAW respectively (See Enclosure. (9))

2. (C) Concept of Operations and Execution. The bazic concept for‘Operation BT
BOLD PURSUIT was to employ Amphibious Ready Group ALFA in the northern Barrier.

' Island area of Quang Tin Province about 16 miles scuth of Danang. In e
helicopter and amphibious waterborne assault the Amphib*ous Task Force was to-
land BLT 1/26 for search and destroy operation against Viet Cong local forbe
and main force units, VC infrastructure and North Vistnemese Armed Forces.

- &. Mission. Commander Amphibious Task Force (CATF - Commandex Amphibious
"Ready Group ALFA) was directed to conduct an amphibious operation against
VC/NVA forces in the amphibious objective area in Quang Tin Province of I Corps
Tactical Zone and other operations as agreed upcn with the Commanding General,
111 Marine Amphibious Force, or his designated representative. ‘ ‘

b. Execution. Operation BOLD PURSUIT was executed at H-Hour, 2T0T20H June
1969, by a waterborne assault over BLUE Beach in the northeastern sector of
the AOA by ALFA Company from BLT 1/26 embarked in LVTP-5 amphibicus tractors.
Following the initial wave of LVIPs, tanks, artillery, bsach masters and shore
party units were landed over BLUE Beach. This surface assault waz not opposed
by the enemy. Beginning at L-Hour, 2T70T30H June 1969, two rifle companies
were landed by helicopter at two landing zones in the northern pertion of the - .
ADA, followed by helicopter 1lift of BLT 1/26 Commend Post elements and other
supporting units. During the -helicopter assault, seven helicopters received
small arms fire. Two helicopters were forced to make an emergency landing
near BLUE Beach, due to small arms hits, These heliccpiers were later repaired
and recovered. Prior to the initial landing at H-Hour, BLUE BEACH and the
helicopter landing zones were neutralized by 5"38 naval gunfire and close air’
support using bombs and rockets. At 271045H June 1969 an additional rifle
company was helicopter lifted to a landing zone in the southern reaches of the
AOA to provide a blocking force to the south. This landing zone was also
prepared by naval gunfire and close air support pricr to initial touchdown.
Following completion of the helicopter 1ift of all scheduled ferces, infantry
units (supported by naval gunfire, artillery and close air support) commenced -
movement toward initial objectives consisting of expected ccncentration of
enemy fortifications and bunkers in the western and central portion of the AOA.
Aerial loudspeaker broadcasts were used to clear the civilian population rrum -
‘the AOA.. The population was directed to move from the iniand area to the
coast and south along the -coast to Marine positions in the southern part of
the AOA. The Amphibious Task Force continued throughout the first day to :
build up & limited beach support area. The beach build up was limited by o

2 CONFIDENTIAL ,
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the necessity to retain, as directed, flexibility for withdrawl within eight
hours. PCFs and WPBs from cpastal surveillance forces (TG 115.1) provided
anti-infiltration/exfiltration protectionf in the seaward AOA. This protection
was provided on a not-to-interfere basiswith normal operations. PCFs and WPBs
also provided NGFS in the nature of 81MM mortar H and I fires.

CONFIDENTIAL

Underwater Demolition Team (UDT) THIRTEEN Detachment ECHO conducted a
clandestine check survey of BLUE Beach early AM 27 June via PCF provided by
CTG 115.1 in a manner consistent with normal patrol operations in the off-
shore area. This had the following distinct advantages: did not disclose
the location of the Amphibious Task Force in an area of impending operations
and did not arouse the suspicions of the enemy. (See Enclosure (5)). UDT
continued to provide swimmer safety surveillance throughout the operation.

From the merial observations by HMM 265 pilots on D-Day, not only was an
element of suprise achieved, but also a great amount of confusion was generated
as the enemy was seen running and moving in a helter skelter fashion as if dazed
by the great volume of prep fires and firing from close air support helo gun-
ships,

ATF ships continued resupply of troops in the field and the beach suppert
area throughout the operation by both surface and air movements of supplies
and material. Materials consumed during operations ashore were replaced by
resupply through the port of Danang from the Force Logistics Command. Ships,
except the LPH, were rotated into Danang about every other day for resupply.
MOGAS, JP-5 fuel and fresh water were supplied for operations ashore by ATF
ships, primarily the LSD and LPD. ‘

On D plus six, operations and objectives were sufficlently accomplished
ashore to permit rotation of troops from field positions for rehabilitation
on board ATF ships., Plans were established for a 24 hour REHAB period of ,
one rifle company each day. DELTA and BRAVO companies were helo 1lifted to ‘
INO JIMA and CLEVELAND respectively for REHAB prior to the termination of
operations ashore,

On 5 July termination of the operation was ordered by COMSEVENTHFLT. On e
6 July a planned withdrawl was executed with W-Hour established for 060700H. o
Withdrawl was accomplished by air and surface means. The final unit,

consisting of ALFA Company, embarked in LVTP-5s departed from BLUE Beach at
061532H, Following withdrawl USS MEREDITH conducted H and I fire on evacuated
positions until 06160Q0H. Operation BOLD PURSUIT was terminated at 061600H July.

Prior to this operation ARG/SLF ALFA had conducted an amphibieus turn away
landing (heli/waterborne) demonstration off the coast of northern Barrier Island,
Quang Tin Province, only 1000 meters south of the assault beach chosen for
Operation BOLD PURSUIT., It is strongly believed that this demonstration, although
in no way directly connected with Operation BOLD PURSUIT assisted in misleading
and confusing the enemy.

T
TrEaesh o 0
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During the entire planning phase, normal routine evolutions were maintained
as ships of ARG ALFA and helos of HMM 265 moved in and out of Danang while
continuing to operate from the local OPAREAS just off Quang Nam and Quang Tin
Provinces. No special pattern of unusual activity was established and the pre-

D-Day briefing was held aboard IWO JIMA for all participants while the ships
were routinely in Danang Harbour to replenish dairy products.

3. (C) Statistical Summary. Following are some of the significant statistical -
results and accomplishments generated during Operation BOLD PURSUIT.

a. Friendly casualties: (all USMC) BLT 1/26 and HMM 265

(1) Non-Combat 34
(2) Combat (WIA) 37
(3) Killed in action (KIA) | 4
(4) Died of wounds (DOW) | 1 (Danang Hospital)

(5) Treated and released for return to duty,
by IWO JIMA medical facility 35

(6) Admitted and treated by IWO JIMA
medical facility 29

(7) Treated and transferred to Naval
Hospital, Danang 3

b. Enemy Casualties:

(1) KIA 42
(2) POW 8
(3) Detainees 720

c. Enemy Equipment and Supplies captured and/or destroyed: o m~k

(1) Individual Weapons 18
(2) Crew Served Weapons 1
(3) Suprise Firing Devices : 4 'Nfﬁ
(4) Rice 600 1bs
(5) Salt 50 1bs
CONFIDENTIAL
4
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. be. . (U) Conclusion. 0peration.‘BOIb~:éURSUIT achieved.all- ‘ob;jec.tives .

Sé. - (U).Recommendations., None,

5. B. RANDOLPH

5 vieae e i . 2o CONFIDENTIAL
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TASK ORGANIZATION
TG T6.4 Amphibious Ready Group ALFA CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, USN
COMPHIBRON THREE B
~ USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)
USS "WASHBURN (1KA-108)
USS CLEVELAND (LPD-T)
Uss MHETSTONE (LSD—27)
TACRGNxTWELVE DET ALFA
o BJU.ONEL.QEMM TWELVE DET FOXTROT
Agy ONE DET -ALFA
BMU ONE DET ALFA TWO
UDT THIRTEEN DET ECHO DR
TU 76.4.0 Command and Special Operations Unit CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, USN
' ' COMPHIBRON THREE
TE 76.4.0.1 Flegship Element . ' CAPT M. M. CASEY, JR., USN
USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) Co, USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)
TE 76.4.0.2 Tactical Air Control Element LTC.. D. A. VMCCOOLE,~ USA
: TACRON 12, .DET ALFA OIC TACRON 12, DET ALFA
TE 76.4.0.3 Beach Reconnaissance Element LTJG J. A. LYTLE, USNR
UDT TEAM 13, DET ECHO . oIC, UDT 13, DET ECHO
TE 76.4.0.4 Special Operations Element " LTJG A. C. REYNOLDS USKNR
BJU ONE, TEAM 12, DET FOXTROT 0IC, BJU 1, TEAM 12, DET "F"
TE 76.4.0.5 Transport Area Defense Element CDR F. K. RABUN, USN
USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) : CO, USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) - -
TE 76.4.0.6 Naval Beach Party Element ENS G. I. ARMSTRONG, USKNR
BMU ONE, DET ALFA TWO "0IC, BMU 1, DET ALFA 2
TU '(6.1&.1. Gunfire Support and Screen Unit CDR F. R, JOHNS, USN
USS ROWAN (DD-T782) 27 JUN - 1 JUL 69 CO, USS ROWAN (DD-782)
USS MEREDITH (DD-890) 2 - 6 JUL 69 27 JUN - 1 JUL 69
CDR J. E. WITHROW, USN
€0, USS MEREDITH (DD-890)
2.6 JUL 69
TU 76.b.2 Transport Unit CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, UsN
‘ COMPHIBRON THREE
USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)
USS WASHBURN (LKA-108)
USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7)
USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27)
TU 76.4.3 Cargo Unit “ CAPT R. R. RENALDI, USN

USS- WASHBURN (LKA-108) CO, USS WASHBURN (LKA-108) -

Enclosure (1)
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BOLD PURSUIT INITIATING DIRECTIVE (COMSEVENTHFLT 2522587 JUN 69)

Ref: (a) COMSEVENTHFLT OPLAN 101-69
(b) NWP 22(B)

1. SITUATION: CG III MAF has requested the employment of an ARG/SLF in
support of operations in the ICTZ., COMSEVENTHFLT will provide TG 76.4/79.4
and such other forces as may be necessary for this operation. Initiating '
directive is for planning purposes. The operation when executed, will be
conducted in accordance with references (a) and (b).

2. MISSION: Commander Amphibious Task Force (CATF) conduct an amphibious- _
operation against VC/NVA forces in amphibious objective area in Quang Tin s
Province of ICTZ or other operations as agreed upon with CG III MAF or his

designated representative.

3. CTG 76.4 (COMPHIBRON THREE) embarked in USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) designated
CATF.

4, CIG 79.4 (Commander SLF ALFA) embarked in USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) designated
Commander Landing Force (CLF).

5. Command relationship in accordance with paragraph 3X.(2) and (3) of
reference (a).

6. COMUSMACV will provide anti-infiltration/exfiltration patrol craft for
this operation and will provide CAS and other support as agreed upon with
CATF in accordance with paragraph 1B(1) of reference (a).

7. The Amphibious Objective Area (AOA) will be promulgated by separate
message.

8. Nickname for this operation will be BOLD PURSUIT with tentative D-Day
27 June, D-Day and H and L hours to be determined and confirmed by CATF.
When all forces are prepared, CATF report to orignator state of readiness
and final confirmation concerning D-Day, H and L hours. Execute on D-Day
at H and L hours unless otherwise directed. Report execution to ALCON.

9. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

a. Withdrawl in accordance with Annex B to reference (a). Retain readiness
for withdrawl in eight hours.,

b. Expected length of operations is 7 - 10 days.
10, Termination in accordance with Annex B to reference (a).
11, Public affairs in accordance with Annex V to reference (a).
12, Downgraded to Confidential upon termination.
Enclosure (2)
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TU 76.4.4 Waterborne Control Unit
USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27)

TU 76.4.5 Heliborne Control Unit
USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)
USS CLEVELAND (LED-T)

76 79.4 " Speclel Landing Force ALFA
BLT 1/26
HMM 265

CDR F. K. RABUN, USN
CO, USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27)

CAPT M. M. CASEY, Jn. USN !

CO, USS IWO JIMA (LPH—2)

COL W. C. DOTY, USNC
CO, SLF ALFA -+ | .
LTC0L G. C. KLIEFOTH, USMC-
LTCOL R. L. GRAY, JR., usMc

COMSEC TEAM TWO (CTE T70.T.T.2) was embarked in USS CLEVELAND (LPD-?)

DECLASSIFIED
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By COMSEVENTHFLT 2600582 JUN 69 the Amphibious Objective Area (AOA) for
Operation BOLD PURSUIT is as Tollows: The landward AOA will be:the land
area encompassed by a line drawn from BT 229524/4 southwest along the
province boundary of Quang Nam and Quang Tin Provinces, RVN to the Troung
Giang (River) at NBT 172497/0 thence southeast along the Troung Giang to

BT 217463/3 then trace to 224470/9 to 230475/1 to 243480/1 at the South
China Sea, including the air space from 0-25,000 MSL. The seaward extension
of the AOA will be that area encompassed on the north by a line drawn 065
degrees true from a point at BT 22050/6 for a distance of 10 nautical miles
and on the south by a line drawn 055 degrees true from BT 309360/1 for a
distance of 15 nautical miles and by a line joining the two seaward points
excluding the surface area of the off shore islands on HO Chart 6209
including the air space from 0-25,000 feet MSL, free air transit granted
7,000/7 feet MSL and above over the sea and land AOA.

Enclosure (2)
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

24 JUNE 1969
a. Received message from CG III MAF Indieating ARG/SLF operations vere

pending in near future.

b. CTG 76.4 and CTG T9.L representatives attended preliminary planning .
conference at CG III MAF Headquarters for proposed operations.

‘25 JUNE 1969

a. 0900H - CTG 76.L, CTG 79.4 and key staff members gsnferred viih G
AMERICAL Division, CG SECOND ARVN Division, CG III MAF representatives and
Quang Tin Province Officials concerning proposed operations on Barrier
Island.

b. Commenced pre-operation preparations for proposed SPECOPS.,'

c. Requested NOTAM,

d. Requested Air Support.

e, 1930H - Requested NGFS ship ass1gnment.

f, 2344H - Requested PCF/WPB services from CTG 115.1.

26 JUNE 15969
a. OTS0H - Receivedrinitiating'directIVe'rrom“COMSEVENTHFLT.
b. TG 76.4 ships in Danang Harbor for in-port logistics and liaison.

¢c. 0905H - Promulgated messagg;opérdtionwofdér”(CTG3TG.h‘OPdRD'306~69)
for Operation BOLD PURSUIT.

4. CIG 76.L and CTG 79.l attended planning conference at CG III MAF
Headquerters with CG III MAF and CG AMERICAL Division representatives.

e. 1155H - Received AOA description from COMSEVENTHFLT.

f. 1600H - CTG T6.4 conducted pre-D-Day briefings on board flagship
IWO JIMA for TG T6.h.

'g. 2000H - CTG T6.l confirmed D-Day and reesdiness to conduct opsrations.

27 JUNE 1969

a. D=Day for Operation BOLD PRUSUIT.

b. OOOLH - CTG 76.L OPORD 306-69 (Operation BOLD PURSUIT) éffective

for execution.
Enclosurq (3)
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Q005H - USS nowm (Db 782). reportad for

uUss: CLEVELAND departpd op area ror the AO .

uss IWO JIMA, USS thHBURN AND USS WHETSTONE de
1ndependent1y for aesigned poeitions 1n the AOA.

USS CLEVELAND.
PCF repqrtéd to USS WHETSTONE for AOA éécu'rity duty.

h.
sectors

i.
Je
k.
1.
m.
n.
o,
P.
Q.
r,
8.

t.
u.

V.
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duty as Naval Gunrire Support
0100H - UDT commencod check survcy, surr observationa and recon or

. BLUE Beach., o . - '

partgd BARBARA op'nrq;l .

0340H - UDT completed check surVey and boach recon and embarked 1n

0500H - UBS IWO JIMA, uss WASHBHRN and USS WHETSTONE in aseigned

of AOA.

C520H -

- Confirmed H"dnd L Hours.

0530H - Signalled "Lund the Haterborne Landing Force".

Q7Q3H -

NGFS beach prep commenead.

0700H = Bignalled "Land the Heliborne Landing Force".

0T1lH
0T13H -
0720H

07294
OT30H
0739H
OTLTH

NGFS beach prep ceased.
‘0728H - Air und NGF prep or LZ COBRA
Surface wave: one touched down on time.

Surface wave{two touched down.

L-Hour. First helo wave;#quched down on time.

Surface wave three touched down.

Surface wave‘tour‘touched down,

OT50H - Hellcopter forced down at BLUE Beach by ground fire from
vieinity LZ COBRA., . _

0810H - Helicopter rorced down at BLUI Beach by 3round rire from
vicinity LZ COBRA.

08303-09153 - Lifted troopa into Lz RAETLER.

DECLASSIFIED
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V. 1028H-10hhH = Air and NGF prep of LZ KRAIT.

X, 10&65 - First heliborne wave touched down in Lz KRAIT.

¥, 1LOOH - Completed scheduled and on-call surface and air ship-to-shoae

z.‘ lhIOH - commgncga selective offload and limited buildup of Veach
support. area.

=

s
wreigg Ak o

aa.. 1300-1530H - PSYOPS aircraft delivered varning and evacuation 1natruct-"’
lons to civilian population centers. -

bb. MGEN L. B. RAMSEY, USA, G AMERICAL Division visited cTa T6.4 aboard
flagship USS IWO JIMA for progresa of operations brief. 4 .

28 JUNE- 1969

a, Continued in support of BLT 1/26, - . —

b. RADM W. W. BEHRENS; COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76 visited CTG 6.4 for
lunch and briefing on progreas of operations. :

c} 1732H - Completed limited buildup of Beach Support Area,

29 JUNE 1969 |
a. Continued in supporo;of BLT 1/26. _
b. USS CLEVELAND and Uss' ROWAN repienished ﬁnae:my from USS KENNEBEC (AO 36)

¢. - BGEN Nguyen ‘Van TOAN, CG Second ARVN. Division: viaited CcTG 76, h/CTG 79.L for
liaison end briefins on progress of operations.‘

d. USS CLEVELAND in Danang for INREP of ammunition and supplies.
" 30_JUNE 1969 | , | | ”
a. Continued in support of BLT.1/26, '
b. OUSH - USS MEREDITH (DD 890) reported for duty as NGFS ship. ,
c. USS ROWAN rearmed from USS PARICUTIN (AE 18),

d. 1910R - USS CLEVELAND assumed duties as PCS. USS WHETSTONE departed the 4
- AOA to dump contaminated dieael fuel ‘and proceed to Danang for INREP of Anmunition.
POL and supplies.

v : B
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1 JULY 1969
a. Continued in support of BLT 1/26.
b, 0400H - USS ROWAN (DD 782) released from ARG ALFA,
c. 0400H - Commanding Officer, USS MEREDITH (DD-850) assumed CTU 76.4.1.

d. 0900H to 1130H - USS WASHBURN in Danang for INREP with USS NIAGARA
FALLS (AFS -3).

e. 1210H - MEDEVAC guard passed to USS CLEVELAND. USS INO JIMA, USS =
WHETSTONE and USS MEREDITH replenished underway from USS GUADALUPE (AO 32). Mcasiate

f. USS WASHBURN replenished underway from USS GUADALUPE enroute to
the AOA,

g. 1733H - USS IWO JIMA returned to assigned sector of AOA and resumed
MEDEVAC guard.

2 JULY 1968
a. _Contlnued in support of BLT 1/26
b. OSOOH - USS WHETSTONE resumed duties as PCS. ‘.
c. USS MEREDITH rearmed from USS VIRGO (AE-30). o

d. 1250H - 1735H - TG 76.4 less USS WASHBURN conducted vertical
replenishment from USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3) within the AOA.

e. Conducted check survey of BLUE Beach to locate more suitable
landing site at low water. None feund.

£, RADM E, M. ROSENBERG, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76, visited CTG
76.4 and CTG 79.4 and was briefed on current operations, '

g. '1821H - One HMM 265 helo on command control mission with SLF Commander
embarked received small arms f1re. Helo crashed near the beach. Pour m1nor
injuries. , _

3 JULY 1969

a. Continued. in support of BLT 1/26.

b. USS CLEVELAND in Danang for INREP.

c. Lifted DELTA company via helo to USS IWO JIMA for 24 hour REHAB.

d. USS MEREDITH rearmed from USS VIRGO (AE~30)..

e. CTG 76.4 and CTG 79.4 visited CG III MAF Headquarters for liaison
concerning operations. :

Enclosure (3)
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-+~ : PLANNENG/ OPERATIONS - o
1. (6) CG.IIT MAF prdposeditheféoncept:fof a search"andtdéstroy operatiénf“[:ﬂ@”

" on northern Barrier Islend just-sonth of the province boundary between '
'Quang.Tin and Queng Nam, e ‘ |

- CONFIDENTTAL

e

#
!
!
{

2 (C) InitiaL planning;conferencastwere:conductedzwtth:representatives:

-7 .0f CG III MAF in Danang:.and:CG:AMERICAL.DIV in Chu:Let-on 2 June to o
éstabiish cocrdinaticn and“conmitmant;of.forces,u.Fcllcwingvthis‘conferthq.ff

~ egreements were reached:with €TG.115.1: to provide- surface security for ‘ _

~ 0 CTE” 7654,003. (UDT) tc .&ceomplish:e.clandestine check- survey:of the selected:
v :leanding-beach early AM D-Dey' and- further to routinely:provide surface e .

" "surveillance cf the AOA and gunfire support vhen such-assets:were available, -

.23+ (€) A sesona pfanningtcanferenaegwas“conducted'25:Jnneaat the Quang SRR

Tin-Prevince Headquarters.. Tam: Ky:with representatives:of: CG: AMERICAL DIV- "

"and CG SECOND ARVN DIV, . .Genernl.TOAN,. CG SECOND ARVN DIV:-end COL TIN, Ll

-~ "Province Chief, Quang Tin Frovince,:and their USMACY: adviscrs were T

~ 'present. Discussions were held, agreements were made”as:to’ the coordination/
. ‘liaison required and to the commitment of forces. .Mutual-agreements were e
mede cn:the foliowing: ' Lo

'8, The landward AOA.
be Pacified areas,

‘8o Free fire zones,

... . 4« Location of friendly. forces operating in the-vicinity: of the AOA
- periphery. o ‘ o

Tes Thé mutual exchange-cf-liaison officers.
f. The estvablishment of D-Day.

Follewing the sonfersnce. at Tam Ky, .a meeting was held-with the Quang

Da-Special Zone representatives concerning the free.fire:zone in Queng . 7
"~ Nem Province just north of the:province boundaries-between:Quang Tin and =
" Quang Nam. "An agreemert: for the desired free fire-zone was” achieved, ‘

‘:::h;‘(c).Plannip for the: hibions: Ob ective Area (AOA)

) a; In establishing an'AOArfhe:following general';équirements were S
fconsidergd: , . ‘ , o o ¥ ,

(1) Not to restricf‘normal:air:traffic in and-out:of Danang.

(2) Not tc restrict'normal‘coastwise'shipptng?ih and out of
Dmms. ' ) .

'f'“f”,‘Endlopurei(H)'A
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-(3) Select a fire. support ares-to permit the' NGFS.ships to have

- elear gun' target lines,

P

‘(h)'Permit free aif"transit:over.TOOO feet above AOA.

55 (C) Naval fire support -was- provided by CTU T0.8.9 by:the assignment:

"~ of USS-ROWAN" (DD 782) followed: by:USS: MEREDITH (DD 890).

+.+67(€)" 076" 115.1 provided: routine-surveillance of the seaward AOA and
. continued river patrol operations-along the Song Cue Dai:ountside the AOA
--and- free fire zone boundariel. ‘ .

- 7% (€) Coordinaticn/Cooperation-was-achieved at all-lewels with under-
‘standing and professionalism,

2 ... CONFIDENTIAL
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. INTELLIGENCE .

1. (C) The first indication of an impending operation came on the morning of
24 June 1969 while ARG/SLF ALFA was engaged in conducting an amphibious turn
away landing demonstration in the vicinity of Barrier Island, Quang Tin
Province. A personal liaison visit by CTG 76.4, CIG 79.4 and various staff
members to CG, III MAF Headquarters, Danang, at 1330H on 24 June revealed that
I11 MAF G-2 had indications that major elements of the 70th MF Battalion plus
elements of the V-25 LF Battalion had moved back into the Barrier Island vicinity
and in conjunction with local guerilla forces had begun to fortify the area
again following the successful sweeps conducted during Operation DARING REBEL.
Recent attacks in the area by enemy forces against Operation SEA TIGER PCF's
tended to confirm a build up of forces on Barrier Island. D-Day for an
amphibious assault targeted against enemy forces in the vicinity of northern
Barrier Island was tentatively set for the morning of 27 June thus allowing

a period of approximately 64 hours to research condictions in the AOA, prepare
and issue an intelligence estimate, and complete the planning process.

2. (C) Early in the planning phase the decision was made to conduct a

surface assault over the beach in order to establish a fire support base to
support the troops in the helicopter assault. Upon review of all beach
information available to the command it was discovered that all but 800 yards
of the 4000 yards of beach within the AOA had been surveyed within the past
year. However, some of the surveys were in the form of rough copies of UDT
data attached as enclosures to CTF 76/79 Joint Intelligence Estimate 1-69

and were unevaluated without charts or graphics. An immediate precedence
message (CTG 76.4 241321Z June 69) was sent to CTF 76 requesting smooth

copies of the IR's reporting beach surveys of Barrier Island beaches, as well
as any other information on Barrier Island and vicinity. The smooth IR's were
forwarded expeditiously by helicopter arriving on the morning of 26 June.
Prior to receipt of the smooth surveys the decision was made to utilize a 500
yard segment of the beach located between coordinates 49P BT 232513 and 49P

BT 227529 (designated BLUE Beach) for the assault beach based on the rough UDT
information already in hand, Upon receipt of the smooth beach survey with
graphic, the location of the assault beach was confirmed and the graphic
became the basic document for conducting a clandestine UDT check survey prior
to H-Hour.

3. (C) Because the scheme of maneuver within the landward AOA called for a
surface assault prior to the helicopter borne assault, it was felt that a
check survey of the assault beach would be highly desirable. Previous
liaison with CTG 115.1 had indicated a willingness and capability to support
amphibious operations by providing a Swift Boat (PCF) from TG 115.1 assets
to act as UDT insertion/recovery vehicle and to provide anti-infiltration/
exfiltration patrol in the AOA, A PCF was chosen for a clandestine UDT
insertion because such a craft is commonly seen in areas close-in to shore
throughout Vietnam and gn insertion could be made without breaking the
normal patrol pattern thus not arousing the suspicion of the enemy that
amphibious operations were pending. USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) was designated

CONFIDENTIAL
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"as UDT control ship and 'was 'to take station 5 to 10 miles .from the beach to
provide radar vectors to theé PCF, if required, iand whatever other support. .
was necessary. At about 2300H on 26 June the ARG ALFA UDT .detachment ,
embarked in the assigned PCR.at the Rockcrusher Pier .in Danang (coordinates.
49P BT 077818) and were transported to BLUE Beach.arriving at 0015H ;

27 June. Enroute to the insertion point, the PCF: approached close enough. to '
USS CLEVELAND to establish positive identification and then received radar
vectors to a point directly offshore from the left flank.of BLUE Beach..
The PCF's radar was used to approach. the beach:300 to 500 yards offshore .
where the UDT was placed in:the water. The PCF then:remained in the;. .
immediate vicinity to provide gun fire support if necessary. When the survey
was completed and upon receipt of prearranged flashing light signals from

the UDT leader the PCF moved in to recover the UDT. After recovery the PCF
proceeded to USS CLEVELAND to disembark the UDT in order that the report of
beach conditions could be made directly to the Commanding Officer, USS
CLEVELAND. The report was then relayed by means of covered circuit to CATF
and the PCS. Except for providing radar vectors to the PCF, it was not
necessary to use uncovered radio circuits during the entire UDT insertion/
recovery., Had there been adequate navigational landmarks available to allow
the PCF to position herself within 50 yards of desired -position, even those
radio transmissions would not have been necessary. The UDT report showed
that the beach information available was accurate and that the beach was
usable except at extreme low tide due to a sandbar approximately 10 meters
offshore. The report was received in sufficient time to permit changing H-Hour
or making supplementary plans, had such proved necessary.

CONFIDENTIAL

4, (C) Aerial photography of the AOA was requested from CG II1 MAF as soon
as an indication was received of possible interest in the area; delivery of
the finished prints, of good quality with mosaics and plots, was made about
48 hours after making the request. In addition, during helicopter flights
in the vicinity of the AOA, enroute to liaison visits to Chu Lai and Tam Ky,
hand held 35mm cameras were used to photograph the AOA at oblique angles.
These photographs were processed by the flagship's photo lab, enlarged to

8 x 10" size, and annotated to indicate landing zones, reference points and
prominent landmarks. They were then distributed to the helicopter pilots
and others who required them and proved to be very useful.

5. (U) Overall weather support and forecasts were provided by the meteor-
ology unit on the flagship. Surf forecasts were requested from Fleet
Weather Central, Guam, utilizing the format contained in CTF 76 OPORD
201-69, Annex W, and proved to be very accurate.

6. (U) No EEI's other than those contained in CTG 76,4 OPLAN 101A-69,
Annex C, were utilized or imposed on subordinate units for collection ‘
with the exception of determining beach information by UDT as mentioned e
above. ‘ L

CONFIDENTIAL
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7. (C) -As a lést step in the planning process & joint intelligence estimate.

was issued by CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 and was distributed to all concerned omn
26 June. The informastion contained therein, with the exception of order of
battle, proved to be accurate and comprehensive. ' : ‘

8. (C) Late in the evening of 26 June, CG 111 MAF'OOB Listing of Major -

Enemy Units ICTZ 88-69 (CG LIl MAF message 2612062 JUN 69) was received
confirming the presence of the 70th MF Battalion in the area of the AOA
based on several sources. However, CG III MAF OOB Listing of Major Enemy
Units ICTZ 91-69 (CG III1 MAF message 0212342 JUL 69) received on 2 July

{nvalidated the relocation change of the 70th MF Battalion in OOB List 88-69 -

and steted that the battalion was located in the area previously listed
prior to 24 Jume, some 25 kilometers gouth southwest of the AOA. Inter-
rogation of the 8 POW's captured during Operation BOLD PURSUIT did not
indicate that anything other than local force VC units were in the AOQA,

~ Enclosure (5)
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MEDICAL AND LOGISTICS

A. MEDICAL

1. (C) Medical support for Operation BOLD PURSUIT commenced -on 27 June
1969 and ended on 6 July 1969. IWO JIMA was designated the primary
casualty receiving ship and Surgical Team ALFA, 1st Platoon "D" Company,
5th. Medical Battalion 9th MAB, Battalion Aid Station BLT 1/26, and the
medical section of HMM-265 were embarked.

2. (C) Most of the combat casualties received were the result of det-
onated booby traps.

3. (C) There were eighty-eight units of blood on hand at the start of
the operation. On 1 July 1969, fifty-five units were returned to NSA
Hospital Danang for their use because of approaching expiration dates.

On 4 July 1969, fifty-three units were received from NSA Hospital Danang.
There were twenty-two units and seven patients crossmatched and ten units
transfused to two patients. There were two units contaminated or broken.
Seventy-four units were on hand at the end of the operation and twenty-one
expired units were to be returned the following day.

4, (C) There was one transfusion reaction due to improper labeling of a
unit of blood.

5. (C) Medical Officers on board consisted of:

a. SURGICAL TEAM ALFA

(1) CDR J. J. RYSKAMP, Jr., 0inC

(2) LCDR R. F., AMBUR

(3) LCDR T. C. BROWN

(4) LT B, C. M. SAH

(5) ENS W, K. CARAWAY (Male Nurse Anesthetist)

b. IWO JIMA MEDICAL OFFICER

(6) LT R. GORDON

c. CLEARING PLATOON

(7) LT R. E. BATTMER, 0inC
(8) LT J. W. WALLACE
(9) LT R, P. KING

d., BATTALION SURGEON

(10) LT D. C. HANCOCK
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e, FLIGHT SURGEON

(11) LT S. A, WILSON
6. (C) Casualty statistics:

a. SUMMARY OF CASUALTY STATISTICS

(1) TOTAL CASUALTIES RECEIVED: 75
(a) Non-combat 34
(b) Wounded in Action (WIA) 37
(c) Killed in Action (KIA) 4
(d) Died of Wounds (DOW) (Danang Hospital) 1

DOW not included in total, Previously
included in WIA.

(2) NON-COMBAT CLASSIFIED

(a) FUO

(b) Contusion

(c) Dysentery

(d) Miscellaneous
(e) Gastroenteritis
(f) Heat Exhaustion
(g) Fracture

(h) GSW (Self Inflicted)
(i) Burn

(j) Abscess

(k) Ringworm

(1) Dental

(m) Urticaria

(n) Sunburn

(o) Pharyngitis

(p) Otitis

(q) Muscle Strain
(r) Dermatitis

(s) Laceration

(t) Chemical Burn
(u) Syphillis

(v) Urethritis

[ R I I ol I S ST N R F R T

(3) COMBAT CASUALTIES CLASSIFIED:

(a) MISSLE WOUNDS 29
1 Major 12
Z Minor 17
(b) NON-MISSLE INJURIES 8
1 Burns (White Phosphorous) 6
2 Contusion 1
3 Psychogenic Shock 1
Enclosure (6)
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B. LOGISTICS

DECLASSIFIED

(£) DISPOSITION

(c) OPERATIVE CASES PERFORMED (Initial Rx Only) = 9
(4) MATOR SURGICAL PROCEDURES . T
(e) SUMMARY OF 0.R. ANESTHESIA R

1 Treated & Released ' .39
2 Admitted , 29
3 Discharged to Duty o ‘ 11
T Transferred ‘» N 2
S Trigged & Transferred ' .3
6 Transferred (Care of the Dead) . _ b
T Died of Wounds -0
B Remaining in Sickbay End of Operation .16

DATE

29 JUN
30 JUN
1 JuL
1 JUL
2 JuL
2 JUL -
3 JUL
b JUL

5 JUL |

2. (C) MAINTENANCE. Sporadic leaking in USS IWO JIMA'S main condenser
"tubes vas an ever present problem throughout the operation. Athough = =
£1% to ‘ably fulfill her assignment as Flagship and hels haven, a marginal
capability for continuous steaming (especially at higher speeds) axiatedi‘«f

SHIP : ~© RECEIVED
. KENNEBEC (AO 36) 0 Fum

PARICUTIN (AE 18) S A
NIAGARA FALLS (AFS 3) ' © PROVISIONS
GUADALUPE (40 32) | . | FUEL

VIRGO (AE 30) | AW ,
NIAGARA FALLS (AFS 3) PROVISIONS -
VIRGO (AE 30) > Y
CALIENTE (A0 53) | FUEL

VIRGO (AE 30) o . AW q

during the entire period of the operation.
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. (C) Communications throughout Operation BOLD PURSUIT were excellent.

The initiating directive was received at O750H 26 June 1969, CTG T6.L

OPORDER 306-69 was transmitted to all addressees at 1138H 26 June 1969. . o
No difficulties were encountered by the Flagship in handling the increased ”fﬁ%
volume of messages generated by Operation BOLD PURSUIT. The configuration - : L
of IWOVJIMA‘(LPH 2) communication spaces provided rapid processing of both : R
incoming and outgoing messages with a minimum of communication personnel.
During the peak 2k hour period no backlogging of messages Vas experienced

with a high of 210 outgoing and 350 incoming. Amphibious Ready Group ALFA
consisting of USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2) (CATF Flagship), USS CLEVELAND (LPD T),

USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27), USS WASHBURN (LKA 108) and the gunfire support |
ships USS ROWAN (DD 782) and USS MEREDITH (DD 890) meintained a duplex Task
Group Orestes circuit. All Task Group ghips delivered their outgding o
messages to the Flagship for ent¥y into the NAVCOMOPNET which wae mainteined
by IWO JIMA (LPH 2). This circuit provided a reliable link throughout the
operation for the relay of record communication traffic for ships of the

Task Group. : .

2. (C) In the HF and UHF range, the communications suiteof the IWO JIMA
class LPH was adequate, but totally utilized, to provide the communication
circuits required for an amphibious operation. It was not adequate in the .
VHF range. Three additional VRC-U46 transceivers were installed in the SLF
operation spaces to provide adequate equipment in this range to meet the
circuit requirements for Operation BOLD PURSUIT.

3. (C) The Flagship's NAVCOMOPNET vas terminated with Naval Support Activity,
Danang and the Fleet Flash Net was patched through NSA Danang, Cam Ranh Bay to
NAVCOMMSTA Phil. This termination was extremely reliable during Operation

BOLD PURSUIT. ,

k. (C) Frequency assignments were adequate as assigned by COMSEVENTHFLT
OPORDER 201-68. Even though frequency interference is generally a problem
in the Vietnam coastal area, all circuits were reliable during this operation.

5. (C) Broadcast coverage was excellent ‘at all times. The flagship maintained
coverage of both the rebroadcast from NSA Daneng and the direct broadcast '
from NAVCOMMSTA Phil. All Task Group ships copied the rebroadcast from NSA
Danang. Requests for retransmission of missing broadcast messages were kept-

to & minimum with ships assisting each other. NSA Danang provided missing
numbers on request. ‘ ]

6. (C) Amphibious waterborne circuits: Beach operations, Boat control, and

UDT CMD/BMU COORD circuits provided reliable communications, with some :
. interference being experienced on the boat control frequency. The interference
was primarily local overriding teletype signals, and other local circuits .
feeding into this circuit. As a result, this frequency has been replaced for
future operations. : . ’

i
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Te (C) The ‘Tesk Group Maneuvering:.and: Warning,hand Task: Group reporting

" c¢lrcuits were coveread- circnims.nsing .the NESTOR:.erypto system. These .
"~ circuits were excellent:throughsout: the: nberation.- .Although:these circuits

were used primarily for-their designated use, they:were:msed, on & not to

- interfere basis, a8 a communications: cobrdination:cireunit: and for passing
"TACLOG requirements: from: the Flagship-to.the Primary:Contral-Ship., This
‘wag done- to hold uncovered-volce: cammnnmcations to a mlnimum,« ' ‘

-85 (€) Registered Publioationsz” - The- supdly of" keying'natermaiag operatlonal -

*" codes " and numeral codesrwere:ndequate- atrail timer:during: Operation BOLD

" - PURSUIT.

“-94"(€) ITI MAF Command- #2° Thia .circuit is vital-to-Amphibisous Operations
"7in the I'Corpe in that-it.is-the-only circuit providing:a-direct link )
" 'between' the in-country: commandera, CTF 76 and CATF/CLE;. - Communi cationg on*
- -this" circuit were severely: hampered  during Operation’ BOLD' PURSUIT in that .

‘~-neither CIF 76 nor CATF/CLF were sbim to communicate with: €G°II1 MAF . ‘except -  a
- on an intermittent besis. Cocrdination via other- commnniantion channels .

- and- messages between CATF:-.and: III MAF. Headquarters: during this: period did
'not improve communicatisns-significantly. A liatson-wisit:with III MAF

after completion of Operation BOLD PURSUIT revealed: equipment difficultieﬁ

- were being experienced by III MAF- during this period

f"ff:r:?r7 Enélqéuré:(r):f”'
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS

1. (C) General

a. A Command Information Bureau (CIB) was set up onboard the USS IW0
JIMA (LPH 2) and a Mobile News Team from CTF 76 Staff provided services
from 26 June 1969 through 6 July 1969.

b. Proximity of Operation BOLD PURSUIT to the Danang area precluded
initial embarkation of civilian newsmen, however, newsmen were invited after
the initial landing. CG, III MAF CIB arranged for an eight (8) man civilian
news team to visit the landward AOA on the morning of 30 June for three hours.
Motion picture coverage was thus obtained of BLT 1/26 and HMM 265 in the
landward AOA.

¢c. Members of CTF 76 Mobile News Team obtained still photo coverage of
the landing from the beach.

d. CTG 76.4 CIB originated eight press releases (advance and seven .
follow ups) throughout Operation BOLD PURSUIT. e

e. Problems encountered/adverse incidents: None

2, (U) Visits by Dignitaries
MGEN L. B. RANSEY, USA, CG AMERICAL DIVISION

a. 27 June

b. 28 June - RADM W. W. BEHRENS, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT

BGEN N. V. TOAN, ARVN, CG 2nd ARVN DIVISION

c. 29 June

d. 2 July RADM E. M. ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT

Enclosure (8)
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BOLD PURSUIT SUPPORTING ARMS

1. (C) Naval Gunfire.

a. FPorces Involved. Operation BOLD PURSUIT commenced on 27 June 1968
with H-Hour at 0720H and L-Hour at 0730H, USS ROWAN (DD-782) conducted
beach/landing zone preparation fires. On completion of initial fires ROWAN
was available to shoot on-call targets until relieved by USS MEREDITH (DD-890)
on 1 July, MEREDITH provided Naval Gunfire Support until termination of the
operation on 6 July. U, S. Coast Guard WPB's maintained a costal patrol and
responded to several calls for fire with their 81 MM mortar and .50 caliber
machine guns,

b. Fire Support Coordination. No persistent problems hampered the
coordination of fire support.

c. Restrictions to fire.

(1) Civil Airway Paths. Although free transit corridors have not
been a major problem in the past, the COMSEVENTHFLT/COMNAVFOR Vietnam
agreement that air space between 7,000 and 11,000 feet will be left as
free transit space limited some NGFS missions in this operation, since the
destroyers could not shoot at maximum effective range or use high angle
of incidence, non-skipping fire. Other supporting arms had to be used to
fulfill their high angle incidence missions.

(2) Non-observance of Notams/SAV-A-PLANE. Almost daily throughout
the operation, check fires had to be called in order not to endanger unidentified
aircraft transiting the AOA.

(3) "SPOOKY' and "SHADOW'". When either of these two very useful air-
craft were on station they permitted supporting arms to continue firing to within
1000 feet of their operating altitude. This was considered very reasonable
contrary to the "total check fire throughout the AOA" that we had been told to
anticipate.

d. Artillery Advisory System and SAVE-A-PLANE.

(1) The time from receipt of SAVE-A-PLANE request to permission to fire e
- averaged approximately three minutes for the duration of the operation. Although <
three minutes is an acceptable average it is felt that this might be reduced to
two minutes by streamlining the procedures. Part of the answer lies with
uniformity in SAVE-A-PLANE message format. CTG 76.4 will investigate SAVE-A-
PLANE procedures and submit comments and recommendations for streamlining these
procedures to COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT.

Enclosure (9)
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e. Commnpications. "
{1): - Mo 3-"—511-1310!1“" comwuation. difficnlzies were encountereq.

- {(2)..The 1imi+ed: nse: of Pri.&:a.c., B cmrared circuit ascacsacure Neval
Gunfire: net:greatly sabanced: cnmmnninaxinnnﬁhatween BACC: and thu“thal|Guﬁfi“

'{1)- Rounds. Expended
cesdorr 88 ROWAN - (DD :»‘“82

Caliber- " .. .. ' Type-.. @y ...

5"/38 R . ACC. 608
o HC. .. + 1380

ILL.. . ‘ 30

WP . - 80

i .‘Uss.'mﬁbmn : (ﬁD-‘890)

Caliber e Type- . oy

5"/38 o . ACC. - 1h82
| . COMMON. . 9
JHC. 1621
VI.. . 20 -
VI-NF... 50

g

"UBCG WPB's

(2): ments,. -.(The.below:1isted:data reflect only the -
observed.results.or Naval Gunfire,..They-do.not:inciude the unobserved... ..
effects’ of heavy: Harrassment, Interdicticn.and:.area Neutrali ration fires,).

/- USS: ROWAN. (DD~182))

 Structures Destroyed -

 Caliber __ Type Qy e
81 MM M:rtsr HE
WP

Nooe
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. Bunk.ers Dama.ge.d. : T - 102
. Bunkers. Destroyed. &' " . ... 45
.Trenchlin..D.strogcd,-u“m E '1T5 yards
Tree Line Destroyed.. S ‘ 225 yards
Secondary Fires : : 6
. Secondary. Bxplesions. . S S1b
Base Camps.Destroyed o 1

‘Staging AraasmNEHtralized e . 8

. USS. MEREDITH. ( DD—890)

‘Structures Destroyed ‘ S 86
Bunkers. Damaged e 53
Bunkers. Destrcyed.. . . S e 95
Trenchline Destroyed. e . 250 yards

Tree Line Destroyed 200 yards
Secondary Fires : : 5
Secondary Explosions . 8 -
Staging Areas. Neutralized e b
Observation Post .Destroyed 1

USCG WPB's
Structures .Desiroyed C 40
Bunkers Damaged ....... , 46
Bunkers Destroyed. e —
Trenchline Destreyed. : o — ,

. Tree Line Destroyed. - —— s,
Secondary Fires.. .. . - .3 ’
Secondary. Expiosions ‘ . L ‘
Staging Aresas Neutralized e —- v o
Base Camps Dest :coyed\ - o
Sampans Sunk 1
KIA (BC) 3
KIA (PROB; T

(3).Ammuniiion.Expenditure.

A scmewhat higher than expected: ammunition expenditnre ‘WeB’ encounteres
as a result of several factors:

... (&) No.blocking fzree.was.present:along. the northern.boundery of the
ACA, As a substituie,.a blecking.force.by. gunfire.was established:in: the nightly
schedule of H. and 1 fires by both- artillory end-Naval gunfire,

- . {b): As. the.*perstian"pnogreased.it.became necessary: to ‘move gunfire
spot teams ‘and other units. into arcas.previously. unoccupied by:friendly trocps.
To minimize. resistence.and. to .somewhat. reduce: the:threat of Surprise Firing

Devices, heevy preparation fires were:ileid:on:these areas, BT @%
Enclosure (9) '
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(¢) The very nature of targets encountered in observed fire dictated
the use of heavy fires. The BLT 1/26 NGLO estimated that 85 percent of the
bunkers attacked had a roof comprised of two crossed layers of logs, a layer
of three inch tile and three feet of sand. The remaining 15 percent had slab
concrete and somewhat deeper sand.

g. Problems encountered, None

2. (C) Close Air Support

a. During Operation BOLD PURSUIT, Tactical Air Control Center (TACC) radio
nets were established and manned in accordance with Annex HOTEL to CTG 76.4
OPORD 306-69., Constant communications were maintained with FIRST MAW (TADC)
HORN DASC, ALO BLT 1/26 and the 1CTZ area MEDICAL REGULATING OFFICE. Additional
circuits were manned as needed.

b. Scheduling and control of close air support aircraft were smoothly
executed, A few isolated cases occurred whereby the pilots were not familiar
with the required air control frequencies. Routine requests for close air
support and observation aircraft were satisfactorily met. HORN DASC deserves
special comment for their timely response to immediate requests for AC-119
aircraft.

c. Operation BOLD PURSUIT close air support operations are summarized
below

(1) Helicopter Operations

(a) SortieS.ccccooeccceo eoos1720

(b) TasKSocoooovoonsoocsccos 256

(c) Passengersnﬂ.o.,acDaoea,4389

(d) Cargo (tons)eccoceccoooce 09.1

(e) Flight Hours....ccocoeoe 395.6

(£) MEDEVACS.::ccocccococcnsn 78

(g) Ammo Expended (MG) . .....9295 rounds

(2) Fixed-wing CAS Operations

(a) Total aircraft controlled.....783
1 Attack aircraft.ccccocsoscon 26
¥ Non-attack aircraft.cccecooo 17
3 Transient aircraftﬂ=°=°°°°=°74°”

(b) Ordance expended (tons)....... 27.8
] BOMbS. . cococcecccanc teseeoes119 (44,750 LBS)
T ROCKELS.co0ccecoocacosssoans 80 (5"/2.75")
¥ Napalm (Tanks).cosecocoseooo 17 (8,500 LBS)
7 Guns (Rounds)..ccccoeos.s.40,060

(¢) Save-A-Planes issued..c......0267

Enclosure (9)
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3. (C) USMC Artillery.

a, QGeneral,
E————————

An artillery fire support base weas. establithed in the northeastern e
corner of the land AOA on D~Day. ALFA Battery 1/13 (six 105 MM .Howitzers) and 4 ,
Whiskey Battery 1/11 (six 4.2 inch Mortars). provided direct fire .support in - )
the AOA, Free Fire Zone zouth of BEW grid 53 and in adjacent areas. ‘ i

b.quiaisonZCoordination of Fires.

Supporting Fires were very effectively coordinated as a result of good
liaisoncat two levels., First, a small team was sent to the First Squadron,
First Cavalry, AMERICAL. Division command. post at:Hawk Hill where:scheduled and
on-call missions. could be coordinated with the field commander through BLT 1/26
FSCC,  Secondly, sdjacent units establighed communications across. their boundaries
for mission requests, check fires and. general exchange of unclassified .information,
These two levels of coordinaticn resuited in an efficient mutual assistance- s
program in which USMC and Army artillery exchanged requested supporting fires -
in one anothers aresas. . - -

C. .Statistical Data.

(1)«Bounds Expended

"A" Battery 1/13° | Type o aty
Caliber

105 MM Howitzer HE. 3766

-~ WP 201

ILL. 312

OTHER. L8

’ 5327 rounds

"W" Battery 1/11 Type Qty
Caliber

4.2 inch  HE 1406

WP 92

TLL ’ ‘

Tl
1559 rounds

(2) Damage ‘Assessment. No demage.essessment cf artillery.fires was made. ‘ '@%?

" Enclosure (9). .
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=,“,CTG;115;1Qasdigne&:wnnis.to“méinﬁain“
patrol. to. counter infiltration/exfi tration.across. the.beach,. . Early in.the

. S

operation. the WPB's. spotted 40 persons. immediately. south of the;ADAuand,ql
friendly patrols operating in the bame general vicinity. That same night.
sampan wes .captured in the AOA and one detainge teken. On several .occasions . -
the WPB 81 MM mortars were used to supplement:Navel.Gunfire in.providing =

erted.

_observed: destructive/area neutralization.fires.on areas closs to the beadh,
During withdrawel.of the battalion a group..of sbout 50 civilians: was .obsarved
-moving. north: along: the beach toward. the. boat. lanes. Most of these .civilians .

were women and.young: children but. seven or.eight. were men of fighting .ege.
Using its .50.caliber machine guns.sand 81 MM white phosphorous'.e WEB nmede a -
fence of fire. to halt the civilians....The.WPB.closed the beach.and the o
embarked RVN liasison officer directed. the. group:to.move south: which .they did. -,

This effective use of the varied cepabiliities.of. the WPB not .only complimented

the purpose of ARG ALFA but slso prevented killing some;pogsibly‘innocentl

civilians., : .
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Enclosuro‘(é)
CONFIDENTIAL

—_—

.




DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL . .

LESSONS LEARNED
ORIGINATING COMMAND: COMPHIBREADGRU ALFA

SUBJECT: MAJOR: AMPHIBIOUS INTELLIGENCE
MINOR: BEACH RECONNAISSANCE .

P R

¥
B .0 5

‘3

1. DISCUSSION: See enclosure (S).

LESSON LEARNED: It is reccommended that other commands/ARG's consider
the possibility of utilizing PCF's as an UDT insertion/recovery vehicle
when a clandestine check survey is required in areas where PCF's conduct
day-to~-day patrol and survellance.

Enclosure (10)
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SHIP TO SHORE MOVEMENT

1. (C) WATERBORNE. The waterborne ship to shore movement consisted of
movement of troops, equipment and supplies from USS CLEVELAND, USS WASHRURN,
and USS WHETSTONE, USS WHETSTONE served as primary control ship (PCS) and
performed PCS responsibilities while underway in the vicinity of the LOD,
which was located 3,000 yards to seaward from BLUE Beach. All amphibious
craft and boats used for scheduled and non-scheduled waves were taken from
the assets embarked in ships of the Task Group and mo augmentation from
outside TG 76.4 was required. Four scheduled waves spaced at eight minute
intervals provided the initial assault. The remainder of the ship to shore
movement was conducted by non-scheduled wave movement consisting of pre-
loaded and turn around boats.

Wave One, consisting of seven LVTP-5's with ALFA company embarked, was
launched from CLEVELAND while underway in the vicinity of the LOD. Wave
guide boats (1-LCVP, 1-LCPL) with wave guide officer and safety swimmers
embarked guided Wave One to touchdown at H-Hour.

Wave Two (2-LCM8) with tank platoon, Wave Three (1-LCM8) with ONTOS
and Wave Four (1-LCU, 2-LARC) with shore party and beachmasters all touched
down as scheduled.

Throughout D-Day and days following, the ship to shore movement and
resupply proceeded without significant incident. Minor mechanical casualties
developed on amphibious boats of the Task Group and all were quickly repaired
by USS CLEVELAND, USS WHETSTONE and USS WASHBURN. One LCM8 with ramp (air
operated system) failure was delivered to small craft repair facility Danang
for repair. L

2. (C) AIRBORNE, The helicopter ship to shore movement was conducted from:
USS IWO JTMA and USS CLEVELAND to three landing zones. Eight helicopters
were used to off-load each ship, each aircraft 1ifting ten troops per serial. :
DELTA Company was lifted from UsSS IWO JIMA to LZ COBRA commencing at L-Hour. e
Small arms and automatic weapons fire was encountered in the zone. Two “g?
helicopters were hit on the initial assault and were forced down. The aircraft
were able to make it to the vicinity of BLUE Beach before landing and were
subsequently repaired and flown out to the USS IWO JIMA. CHARLIE Company

was lifted from USS IWO JIMA to LZ RATTLER which had been previously secured
by waterborne troops. At L plus 3 hours 15 minutes BRAVO Company was lifted
from USS CLEVELAND to LZ KRAIT. No resistance was encountered. Aircraft were
fueled from both USS IWO JIMA and USS CLEVELAND.

.H(l .
g
o

Enclosure (11)

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



®

CINCPAC

COMUSMACV

CINCPACFLT

CMC

COMPHIBPAC

COMSEVENTHFLT

COMPHIBLANT

CG, FMFPAC

CG, FMFLANT

CG II1 MAF

COMNAVFORV

COMPHIBTRAPAC

COMPHIBGRU ONE

COMPHIBGRU TWO

COMPHIBGRU THREE
COMPHIBGRU FOUR

PRES. NAVWARCOL

CG, V MEF

CG 1ST MARDIV

CG 3RD MARDIV

CG 5TH MARDIV

CG 11TH MAW

COMSERVGRU THREE

CG, FMFSEVENTHFLT

CG, LANFORTRACOMPAC

CG, LANFORTRACOMLANT

CNO (OP 09B9) HISTORICAL DIVISION
CMCS QUANTICO, VA
CHAIRMAN AWB COMPHIBTRALANT
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, CORONADO
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, LITTLE CREEK
COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT
COMPHIBRON ONE

COMPHIBRON THREE

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED

DISTRIBUTION

COMPHIBRON FIVE

COMPHIBRON SEVEN

COMPHIBRON NINE

COMPHIBRON ELEVEN
COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE .
COMTACGRU ONE
COMNAVSPECWARGRUPAC
COMNAVBEACHGRU ONE

CO, TACRON TWELVE

CO, BJU ONE

CO, ACU ONE

CO, BMU ONE

CO, UDT THIRTEEN

OINC BMU ONE WP DET

OINC ACU ONE WP DET

OINC WP DET NAVSPECWARGRU
OINC NAVBEACHGRU ONE WP DET .
OINC NAVSECGRU WP DET

USA C&GSC, FT LEAVENWORTH, KANS.
OINC NAVTACDOCACT

CTG 70.8

CTG 73.5

CTG 76.5

CTG 79.5

CTF 115

CcO, BLT 1/26

CO, HMM 265

co, USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)

CO, USS WASHBURN (LKA-108)

CO, USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) '
CO, USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) _
CO, USS ROWAN (DD-782) .

CO0, USS MEREDITH (DD-890)
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From: Commander Amphibious Ready Group AL?A, U.S;‘Seventh Fleet
To: Commander Amphibious Force, U.S. Seventh Fleet

SubJ: Operation MIGHTY PLAY Post Operation Report forwarding of (U)

Ref: (a) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF T6é INST 3500 1C 4
(b) Joint COMFIRSTFLT/COMSEVENTHFLT INST 3500.3/3500.8A

Task organization ’
Initiating directive (emibdbed) »
Chronology of events . : ~
Planning/Operations : QFD !
: N
i
s

Encl:

Intelligence
Medical/Logistics
Communications
Public Affairs
Supporting arms - | N
Lessons learned : ™
Ship to shore movement ‘ *
Demonstration ' S
Psychological operations :

Distribution.

FWRNEFEOW@WIOoOWW &Fw e
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1. (C) Background. Intelligence and incident reports received by Commanding
General III Marine Amphibious Force, indicated that an increase in enemy
activity warrantéd, on an urgent basis, the employment of tactical forces

in the Cam Sa/Phong Ho area, Quang Nam Province, I Corps Tactical Zone,

RVN. Prisoners of war had recently reported that this area contained major
elements of Viet Cong R-20th Battalion, Additionally, the Viet Cong Q92D
Special Action Sapper Company and fragmented elements of Q82D and V25th
Battalions were also believed to be in the area. Enemy units including

North Vietnamege forces in the area were known to disperse and mingle

with the population, even to the extent of going under the guise of women.
There were ten recent incidents reported invelving sightings of small X
groups of enery plus small arms exchanges with friendly forces in the area. b

' Most recently, on 4 July 1969, bunker comstruction site was spotted together R
with sightings of small groups of green uniformed enemy. The presence of - ,‘§¥
these enemy elements not only posed a direct threat of ground attacks to ' :
friendly forces deployed in the southern approaches to and on the outskirts

of Danang East, but 'also intensified the threat of rocket attacks on Danang f ' G;
from this same general locale. This area ip astride the U.S. FIRST Marine : ‘
Division and Republic of Korea SECOND Marine Brigade .area of operation ' ;'ﬁﬂ
but, due to heavy commitments in other portions of their area of operations o
they would be unable to divert, without unacceptable delay, adequate resources 3
for the required concentrated search and destroy operation. . N
DOWNGRADED AT THREE YEAR INTERVALS ‘ A
DECLASSIFIED AFTER TWELVE YEARS | 0318803 B
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On 5 July, with due recognition of the quick reaction capabilities and
versatility of the Amphibious Ready Group, Commanding General, FIRST Marine
Division requested from Commanding General THIRD Marine Amphlblous Force
that ARG/SLF ALFA be employed, CG III MAF on 6 July proposed to Commander
SEVENTH Fleet that ARG/SLF ALFA be employed in an amphibious search and
destroy operation. Commander Amphibious Force, SEVENTH Fleet, on 6 July
concurred in CG III MAF's proposal. Early 7 July 1969 COMSEVENTHFLT
concurred in the general concept of the proposed employment of ARG/SLF
ALFA in support of and as requested by CG III MAF, On 8 July 1969
CTG 76.4 and CTG 79.4 were designated as CATF and CLF respectively for this
operation, and the nickname MIGHTY PLAY was assigned. The objective of this
amphibious operation was to prosecute a search and destroy operation
in cooperation/coordination with the U, S. FIRST Marine Division and
Republic of Korea SECOND Marine Brigade conducting operations adjacent
to the ACA,

2. (C) Concept of Operations and Execution

a, Concept. Operation MIGHTY PLAY involved the employment of Amphibious
Ready Group/Special Landing Force ALFA (TG 76.4/TG 79.4) in an amphibious
assault and units from the FIRST Marine Division to effect search and
destroy operations against North Vietnamese, Viet Cong local/main force

and Viet Cong infrastructure within the AOA,

b. Mission. Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA, CATF, conducted an
amphibious operation against Viet Cong/North Vietnamese forces in AOA in
the Cam Sa/Phong Ho area of Quang Nam Province, I Corps Tactical Zone,
Republic of Vietnam. This operation included detaile" wxrarch for and
destruction of Viet Cong local and main force units, V.et Cong infrastructure
and North Vietnamese forces in the AOA and such other operations as agreed
upon with Commanding General III Marine Amph1b1ous Force or his designated
representative. MIGHTY PLAY to be conducted in cooperation/coordination
with the FIRST Marine Division, Republic of Korea SECOND Marine Corps
Brigade and Republic of Vietnam Military Forces in the near vicinity of
the AOA.

c. Pre-assault operations. The nature of the terrain from 1000 to 3000
meters to landward of the shore line consisted principally of marsh lands
with only sparse dry land areas which would permit the use of tracked or
whelled vehicles. 1In addition, intelligence reports indicated that the enemy
had been successfully employing large numbers of mines and booby traps in
the area. In view of the factors described above and the availability of
reasonably secure overland routes from the DaNang military complex and support
facilities to the Northern and Western limits of the AOA the assault landing
would be limited to a helicopter ship to shore movement only.

On D minus two (8 July) all BLT 1/26 LVTP-5 amphibious vehicles were
offloaded from USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) and staged at the USMC Third AMTRAC
Battalion Command Post located ashore about 4000 meters north of the northern
limit of the AOA, The LVT Company was instructed to remain on alert in
reserve for possible deployment to the AOA in the event that tactical situation
required the use of such vehicles for movement of troops or supplies,
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On D minus one (9 July) all large non helo transportable vehicles,
artillery, shore party and other support units from BLT 1/26, with a two
day ammunition and food supply, were offloaded from ARG ALFA ships in Danang
harbor. ARG ALFA organic amphibious assault craft were used to transport
all equipment and supplies to the Bridge Ramp area in Danang. From the
Bridge Ramp area, all equipment and supplies were transported overland to the
logistics support area and fire support base where the battalion artillery
battery was located, This area was within the THIRD Battalion FIRST Maripes
established Command Post (BT 074654) perimeter adjacent to the northern
boundary of the AOA,

d. Movement to Amphibious Objective Area

Upon completion of the D minus one offloading of BLT 1/26 support
forces and supplies, all ships of the Amphibious Ready Group departed Danang
prior to sunset 9 July 1969. The ARG proceeded to normal holding stations
in the BARBARA OpAreas about 12 miles southeast of Danang and east of the
landward AOA, This pattern of ARG ALFA movement having previously been
established as routine, was adhered to in a planned éffort to avoid alerting
the enemy as to time or place of operations, All ships maintained darken
ship conditions and normal radio communications. At L minus 9 hours, the
USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) proceeded to a point approximately four miles offshore
and directly to seaward of the demarkation line between Quang Tin and
Quang Nam Provinces, on the northern end of the Barrier Island area.

At 100430H (L minus 4 hours 30 minutes) IWO JIMA illuminated the flight

deck with lights normally associated with combat operations flight

quarters. Simultaneously pre-recorded voice radio transmissions were

emitted on Ready Group ALFA amphibious assault radio ci~cuits. The recordings
were taped during ARG ALFA's amphibious assault (Operation BOLD PURSUIT)

on Barrier Island (27 June - 6 July 1969). Deceptive operations were continued
until L minus 3 hours. At L minus 1 hour 30 minutes all ARG ALFA ships

arrived in the Operation MIGHTY PLAY AOA and took assigned underway stationms.

e, Support Operations

(1) Naval Gunfire Support

One 5"/38 DD was supplied by CTG 70.8 from D-Day to D plus
7 days., USS MEREDITH (DD 890) provided NGFS commencing with prep-fires on
landing zones. MEREDITH continued in support providing on-call and H and I
fires until D plus three days. On 13 July 1969 USS REPERTUS (DD 851)
relieved MEREDITH and provided NGF support until D plus 7 days. RUPERTUS
was released three days prior to the termination of the operation. Use of
naval gunfire during this operation was limited by the close proximity of the
AOA and aircraft approach lanes to the Danang air field. One of several
flight approach paths to Danang air field passed directly over the AOA.
Considerable difficulty was had in maintaining a clear gun target line due
to the very heavy air traffic load in and out of Danang air field. Difficulty
in maintaining communications with Danang air control agencies was also
experienced during the operation.
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(2) Close Air Support ‘

Observation aireraft, helo gunships, and attack aircraft were
supplied by FIRST Marine Air Wing. Landing zone preparation prior to L
Hour was accomplished by one 0V-10 observation/spotter aireraft controlling
two A-U and four A-6 type aircraft. . Helo gunships provided escort and fire
support during the D-Day helicopter ship to shore movement. USAF AC-LT '
"SPOOKY" type fixed-wing gunships provided on-call support during two night
periods when concentrations of enemy personnel were sighted.

(3) Artillery Support-

Following the initial assault, troops ashore were supported by
pre-positioned BLT 1/26 batteries of six 105 MM howitzers aud six 4.2 inch
mortars. These batteries were placed in the secure areas of the FIRST
MARDIV area of operation north of the AOA on D minus one. The extreme
proximity of the 105 MM howitzers to the Danang Air Base and Marble Mountain
Airfield precluded almost all fire support from this battery during the day-
light hours of high volume air traffic. The 4.2 inch mortar battery located
adjacent to the northern boundery of the AOA did not encounter the restrictions
imposed on the 105 MM battery. Artillery fire support continued throughout
the operation. -

f. Ship to Shore Movement and Logistic,Supporf Operations.,

(1) Assault Phase

iy

Initial assault consisted of movement of ALFA Company from K

CLEVELAND and DELTA Company from IWO JIMA by HMM 265 helicopters to two '
separate landing zones in the AOA. 1Initial helo waves touched down ~n time.
L Hour was adjusted from 100900H to 100920H due to a delay in air prep of
LZ GRANT, (See Enclosure 9). ALFA and DELTA Companies, the initial helo
assault wave landed in LZ's GRANT and LEE respectively. BRAVO Company was
landed in the vicinity of THIRD Battalion FIRST Marines Command Post and
CHARLIE Company lhnded in LZ SHERMAN., Preparation fire from'close air
z..port aireraft and naval gunfire support.ships was maintained until one
mi.nte prior to touchdown at each of the three separate lending zcnes. The
exuersive CAS and NGFS neutralization of landing zones was effectively

ac .umplished since no hostile fire was received by helicopters during the .

~-alt phase of this operation., At L plus 4 hours 32 minutes scheduled ship
t¢ siore movement was ?ompleted.

. During pre-assault days a tropical storm named TESS began

developing in the South China Sea, and on the afternoon.of D-Day, TESS was

upgraded to & typhoon. The plot of Typhoon TESS's track and effective wind

radius indicated that the segward AOA would soon become marginally safe for

navigation of the Amphibious Ready Group (ARG). After ensuring that BLT |
1/26 was securely established ashore, OPCON was passed to CG FIRST MARDIV . ’
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at 101600H July and the ARG ships sortied to evade the 30 knot wind radius
of the typhoon. On return to the AOA at 111TOOH July, OPCON of BLT 1/26
was resumed. . '

. During movement overland by‘trodps to initial objectivea, only
light contact was made with enemy forces in the area. Nine enemy uodies
were found in the vicinity of landing zones, killed by pre-assault preparation
fires.. v . ‘ | o c S

Following D-Day, contact with the enemy increased. - The AQA
vas found to contain large numbers of various types of surprise firing devices
(booby traps). The peak period of enemy contact occurred from D plus three
to D plus seven in the western and central portion of the ACA. '

While searching bunkers in the AOA two important document
discoveries were made. One of these discoveries was evaluated by
intelligence experts and CG III MAF to be of very high level intelligence
value and added significantly to the value of Operation MIGHTY PLAY.

(2) 'Logistic Support Phase

Following D-Day and throughout the operation, ARG ships provided
resupply to troops ashore by helicopter 1lift direct to field positions and
through the port of Danang. From Danang, supplies were moved overland by
BLT 1/26 motor transport platoon to the previously established logistic
support area.

Resupply direct from the Force Logistic Support Commend in
Danang was also used to avoid draw-down of supplies in ARG ships and thus
enhance ARG readiness in the event withdrawal was ordered for emergency
deployment to another area. ‘

(3) Termination

"On 20 July, by mutual agreement between CATF, CLF, CG III MAF,
CG FIRST MARDIV and CG FIRST MAW operational control of the following units
vas passed ashere at 200800H: ‘ S . )

BLT 1/26 t& CG FIRST MARDIV
Selected elements HMM 265 to CG FIRST MAW

Operation MIGHTY PLAY was terminated 2OOBOOH'July 1969. The
AOA was dissolved and the Amphibious Task Group departed the area enroute
Subic Bay for scheduled upkeep.

3. (C) Statistical Summary. Following are some of the significant statistical
results'dr combat action in the AOA during Operation MIGHTY PLAY: '

a. Friendly Casualties (all USMC except as noted)

(1) Non-Combat -1

5 ONFIDENTIAL
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(2) Combat (WIA) 31 (3 USKN)
(3) Killed in Action . 3 (1 USN)
" (4) Died of Wounds 1
{STAHOSP Danang) -
(5) Cases treated and released 20
for return to duties by
IWO JIMA medical facility.
(6) Cases admitted to IWO JIMA 1l
medical facility for
treatqent.
Cases glven emergency 1

(n,

treatment by IWO JIMA
and transferred to other
medical facility.

b. Enemy Cesualties/Losses and Equipment Captured

Killed in Action

(1) 31
(2) Pow - NONE
(3) Individaal. Weapons 10
(4) Detainees 70
(5) Chieu Hoi NONE
(6) Crew Served Weapons NONE
(7) Surprise Firing Devices 57
: Discovered and Destroyed-
(8) Surprise Firing Devices 9
Accidentally Detonated
During Search Operations
(9) Rice ' 1600 1bs

L, (C) Conclusions..

1

Operation MIGHTY PLAY was planned and conducted in accordance with
current operation plans, orders and amphibious doctrine. Logistic support

and augmenting forces supplied by other SEVENTH Fleet and in-country units
was adsquate to meet the rgquirements for this operation. The mission and
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-objectives specified by COMSEVENTHFLT end CG III MAF were successfully
accomplished. - : . ‘

5. (U) Recommendations. NONE.

::::
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TASK ORGANIZATION

/Amphibious Ready Group ALFA

USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)

USS CLEVELAND (LPD-T)

USS WASHBURN (LKA-108)

USS WHETSTONE (LSD-2T)

TACRON TWELVE, DET ALFA

BJU ONE, TEAM TWELVE DET FOXTROT
ACU ONE, DET ALFA

BMU ONE, DET ALFA TWO

UDT THIRTEEN, DET ECHO

Command and Special Operations Unit

Flagship Element

.USS IWo JIMA (LPH-2)

Tactical Air Control Element
TACRON 12, DET ALFA

Beach Reconnaissahce.Element
UDT TEAM 13, DFT ECHO

Special Operations Element

BJU ONE, TEAM‘lE, DET FOXTROT
Transport Area Defense Element
USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27)

Néval Beach Party Element

BMU QNE, DET ALFA TWO

Gunfire Support and Screen Unig

USS MEREDITH (DD-890) 10-13 JUL 69
USS RUPFRTUS (DD-851) 13-17 JUL 69

DECLASSIFIED

CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, USN

COMPHIBRON THREE ‘

CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, USN
COMPHIBRON THREE

CAPT M. M, CASEY, Jr., USN

. €O, LS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)

LTC D..A. MCCOOLE, USA
OIC TACRON 12, DET ALFA

LTJG J. A. LYTLE, USKNR
0IC, UDT 13, DET ECHO

LTJG A. C. REYNOLDS, USNR
0IC, BJU 1, TEAM 12, '
DET FOXTROT

CDR F. K. RABUN, USN
cC, USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27)

ENS G. I. ARMSTRONG, USNR
0IC, BMU 1, DET ALFA 2

CDR J. E. WITHROW, USN

CO, USS MEREDITH (DD-890)
10-13 JUL 69 1

CDR L. W. FREEMAN Jr., ‘USN
€O, USS RUPERTUS (DD-851)
13-17 JUL 69
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TU 7¢.4.3

TU 76.k4.4

TU 76.4.5

TG T9.b
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Transport Unit
USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)
USS WASHBURN (LKA-108)
USS CLEVETAND. (LPD-T7)
USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27)
Zargo Unit
USS WASHBURN (LKA-108)
Waterborne Control Unit
USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27)
Heliborne Control Unit

USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)
USS CLEVELAND (LPD-T)

Special Landing Force ALFA

BLT 1/26
HMM 265
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. CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, USN
COMPHIBRON THREE-

CAPT R. R. RENALDI, USN
CO, USS WASHBURN (LKA-108)

CDR F. K. RABUN, USN =
€O, USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) -

CAPT M. M. CASEY, Jr., USN -
CO, USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) -

COL W. C. DOTY, USMC

CO, SLF ALFA -
LTCOL G. C. KLIEFOTH, USMC :
LTCOL R. L. GRAY, Jr., USMC
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MIGHTY PLAY INITIATING DIRECTIVE (COMSEVENTHFLT 07222872 JUL 69)

Ref: (a) COMSEVENTHFLT OPLAN 101-69
(b) NWP 22(B)

1. SITUATION. CG III MAF has requested the employment of an ARG/SLF
in support of operations in the ICTZ. COMSEVENTHFLT will provide

TG 76.4/79.4 and such other forces as may be necessary for this
operation. Initiating directive is for planning purposes. The
operation, when executed, will be conducted in accordance with
references (a) and (b).

2. MISSION, Commander Amphibious Task Force (CATF) conduct an
Amphibious Operation against VC/NVA forces in Amphibious Objective Area
in Quang Nam Province of ICTZ or other operations as agreed upon W1th
CG III MAF or his designated representative,

3. CTG 76.4, (COMPHIBRON 3) embarked in UBS IWO JIMA (LPH 2)
designated CATF.

4, CTG 79,4, (COMMANDER SLF ALFA) embarked in USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2)
designated Commander Landing Force (CLF).

5. Command relationship in accordance with paragraph 3X.(2) and (3)
of reference (a).

6, COMUSMACV will provide anti-infiltration/exfiltration patrol
craft for this operation and will provide CAS and other support as
agreed upon with CATF in accordance with paragraph 1B(.) of reference (a).

7. The Amphibious Objective Area (AOA) will be promulgated by
separate message.

8. The nickname for this operation will be MIGHTYPLAY with tentative
D-Day 10 July, D-Day and H and L hours to be determined and confirmed
by CATF. When all forces are prepared, CATF report to originator
state of readiness and final confirmation concerning D-Day, H and L
hours unless otherwise directed. Report execution to ALCON.

9. Special Instructions

a, Withdrawal in accordance with Annex B to reference (a).
10. Termination in accordance with Annex B to reference (a).
11. Public affairs in accordance with Annex V to reference (a).
12, Downgraded to Confidential upon termination.
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By COMSEVENTHFLT 080058Z JUL 69 the Amphibious Objective Area (AOA)
for Operation MIGHIY PLAY is as follows: The landward AOA is that

land area emcompassed by a line from the South China Sea at 1-5650/8
Southwest to 100630/0 thence Southwest to trail at 090620/8 thence
southwest along trail to road at 080610/5 thence Southwest along trail
to 074608/5, thence Northwest to the east bank on the S. Song Binh
Dien (River) at 055636/5 thence east to trail at 058636/8 thence
northeast along trail to 073646/6 thence Northeast to 080652/1 thence
North Northeast to 090664/5 and North Northeast to the South China Sea
at 099675/6. The seaward AOA will be that sea area encompassed by a
10 NM arc drawn from 108660/1 truncated on the Northwest by a line
drawn 02TV degrees true from 09690/6 and truncated on the Southeast
by a line drawn 045 degrees true from 190590/4 and excluding the
surface area on the offshore islands within the 10 NM arc. The sea
and land AOA will include that air space from 0 to 25,000 feet MSL
free air transit will be granted 7,000 feet MSL and above,

By COMSEVENTHFLT 081324Z JUL 69 the Amphibious Objective Area (AOA)
for Operation MIGHTY PLAY was modified as follows: All coordinates
BT: from the South China Sea 113654/0 Southwest to 110650/3 to trail
at 108646/5 to 103640/9 to 102632/4 to 089618/2 to 086616/7 West

to 073616/3 to 066620/9 to 063620/7 to East bank Song Binh Dien
(River) at 057613/7 thence North along East bank of Song Binh Dien
to 056636/6 Northeast to 058636/8 Northeast along trail to 073646/6
to 083656/8 to the South China Sea 099675/6.
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‘ T * CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

5 JULY 1969 | S
o a. 1642H - Recetved flrst 1ndtcatton op.r.tina. were. contaup[.tgd in near
future.

6 JULY 1969
a. 0700H-1532H - Withdrew ELT 1/26 from‘Opetltidn BOLD PURSUIT.

" b. 1600H - Commenced BLT 1/26 REHAB,

7 JULY 1969
&, 0356H - Received CG ILI MAF proposal to COMSEVENTHFLT for SPECOPS;.
b. 0503H - Recet;ed COMSEVENTHFLT concurrence for employment,ARC ALFA,
c. 1722H - Requested assigmment NGFS 5"38 DD from CTU 70.8.9.
d. 2042H - Request for NOTAM issue submitted to COMUSMACV.

8 _JULY 1969

a. OL1SH - CTG 79.4 submitted request for interpreters, tnterrogatton teams
and scout dog teams to III MAF as augmentation to BLT 1/26.

b. 0850H - Received initisting directive from COMSEVENTHFLT .,
¢. 1123H - Confirmation NGFS DD aostgnment_reéetved from CTU 70,8.9.
d. IWO JIMA/WASHBURN/WHETSTONE conducted UNREP from USS ASHTABULA,

e. 1600H - CLEVELAND disembarked and landed nine LVTP 5'3 at THIRD AMERAC
Camp south of Marble Mountain.

£. 19208 - Request for combat air aupport submitted to CG III MAF/CG FIRST MAH

8 0930H - CTG 76.4/CTIC 79.4 and Staff members conferred with CG III HAF»Otlff
concerning operation, ‘

"

h. 2145H - CTG 76.4 OPORD 307-69 for conduct 0peration MIGHTY PLAY cowpletod
and transmitted to AIG 16.

9 JULY 1969
a. 0700H - All IG 76 4 ships anchored Danang.

]

b. 0800H - CTG 76.4 OPORD 307-69 effective for opetlttons.

c, O0800H - Commence offload tank and anti- -tank PLT, Wheeled vehicleu, QFtll-
lery PLT (105MM), Motar PLT, two day smmnition: -ﬁd”nddrnmommblnc.
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4. 0900H - CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 and staff conferred with CG III MAF staff.

e. 1000H - CTG 76.4/CIG 79.4/TACRON, air and intelligence officers attended
combat air support brief and coordination conference with FIRST MAW staff.

£. 1500H - CTG 76.4 conducted pre-operation brief for participants Operation
MIGHTY PLAY onboard IWO JIMA,

g. 1600H - Selective offload completed.

h. 1700H - Confirmation of combat air support received (two fixed wing
Helo Gunships) from CG 1IT MAF,

i, 1800H - Fire support and logistic support bases established.
j. 2000H - CATF (CTG 76.4) confirmed D-Day and state of readiness.
10 JULY 1969

a. 0001H - IWO JIMA departed BARBARA holding area and proceeded to conduct
communications deception operations off northern Barrier Island.

b. 0001H - AOA for Operation MIGHTY PLAY effective.

c. 0430H - Communication deception operation by IWO JIMA. All TG
ships maintaining radio silence except IWO JIMA,

d. 0600H - Completed deception operation.

e. 0600H - IWO JIMA arrived in AOA.

f. 0630H -~ CLEVELAND/WHETSTONE departed BARBARA holding area to assigned
stations in AOA. WASHBURN departed BARBARA holding area to enter Danang
to offload additional supplies for BLT 1/26.

g. 0730H - All TG ships in assigned AOA areas and remained underway.

h. 0730H - Air observer on station.

i. 0735H-0745H - Scheduled naval gunfire prep of objective BRAVO cancelled.

j. 0748H-0804H - Two A-4 aircraft conducted air prep of LZ SHERMAN.

k. 0800H - IWO JIMA/CLEVELAND took station in vicinity Helicopter Transport
Area for flight operations. Helo safety boat on station.

1. 0800H - CATF signaled '"Land the heliborne landing force''.

m. 0820H - First division helicopter for first assault wave launched.
(four CH-46 to CLEVELAND for ALFA Company, plus one SAR A/C)/

n. 0825H-1010H - COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76 RADM E.M. ROSENBERG on board
INO JIMA, to observe operation.

0. 0830H-0840H - Two A-6 aircraft conducted air prep LZ GRANT.
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p. 0845H - IWO JIMA launched second division first assault wave. (Four
CH-46 with DELTA Company, plus one CH-46 command and control aircraft),

q. 0845H - Two UH-1E (Heilo gunships) reported on station to escort first
assault wave.

r. 0855H-0910H - Two A-6 aircraft conducted air prep LZ LEE.

s. 0900H - WASHBURN ocffloaded additional ammunition and field rations in
Danang to Bridge Ramp for transport to LSA,

t. 0910H-0919H ~ Naval gunfire prep of LZ GRANT and LZ LEE.

u. 0920H - L Hour, First helo assault waves touched down at LZ GRANT,
(ALFA Company) and LZ LEE (DELTA Company).

v. 0920H - CG FIRST Marines passed OPCON MIKE Company BLT 3/1 to
CLF/CTG 79.4.

w. 0920H-1200H - Two close air support aircraft on station,

x. 0930H-1352H - Continued shuttle movement of troops from CLEVELAND and
INO JIMA to LZs in AOA,

y. 1104H-1114H - Naval gunfire prep objective BRAVO,

z. 1200H . WHETSTONE departed AOA for Tropical Storm TESS evasion.
aa, 1300H - CLF/CTG 79.4 passed OPCON MIKE Company B'T 3/1 to CO BLT 1/26.
bb, 1352H - Completed scheduled ship to shore movement.

cc. 1400H -~ CLEVELAND/MEREDITH conducted UNREP from USS TAPPAHANNOCK
(A0-43) then departed for Tropical Storm TESS evasion,

dd. 1410H - Received message upgrading Tropical Storm TESS to a Typhoon.

ee. 1600H - WASHBURN completed offload in Danang and departed for Typhoon
TESS evasion.

ff, 1600H - Because of approaching Typhoon TESS and by mutual consent
CTG 76.,4/CTG 79.4 and CG III MAF, OPCON BLT 1/26 passed to CG FIRST MARDIV.
IWO JIMA departed AOA for Typhoon TESS evasion.

11 JULY 1569

a, 0001H - TG 76.4 continued Typhoon TESS evasion.

b. 0300H - TG 76,4 reversed southerly movement for typhoon evasion and
commenced northerly track to return to AOA remaining outside the outer limits

of the typhoon.

c. 0800H - IWO JIMA/CLEVELAND/WHETSTONE/MEREDITH conducted UNREP from
GRAFFIAS (AF-29).
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d. 1545H -« TG 76.4 returned to AOA and resumed support of BLT 1/26
combat action ashore. ’

e, 1550H -~ CTG 79,4 conducted liaison ashore with FIRST MARDIV and
BLT 1/26 for resumption OPCON BLT 1/26.

f. 1700H

CATF/CTG 79.4 resumed OPCON of BLT 1/26.
12 JULY 1969
a. 0001H - ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore.
b. 0900H - CTG 79.4 visited III MAF Headquarters for planning and liaison.
13 JULY 1969
a. 0001H - ARG ALFA continued support of BLT 1/26 ashore.
b. 0930H - CTG 79.4 visited III MAF Headquarters for planning and liaison,
¢. 1030H - USS RUPERTUS relieved USS MEREDITH as NGFS ship,

d. 1700H - IWO JIMA/WASHBURN/WHETSTONE and RUPERTUS conducted UNREP
from USS GUADALUPE (A0-32).

14 JULY 1969

a, 0001H - ARG ALFA continued support of BLT 1/26 ashore.

b, 0900H-1050H - RADM E.M. ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFOxSEVENTHFT/CTF 76
visited on board IWO JIMA for briefing/review of Operation MIGHTY PLAY and
demonstration of LPH capabilities,

c. 0930H~1045H - ADM FENG CHI-CHUNG,; CN, Commander-in-Chief Republic of
China Navy accompanied by VADM J,L, CHEW, USN, COMUSTDC and VADM W.F., BRINGLE,
USN, COMSEVENTHFLT visited on board IWO JIMA for briefing/review of Operation
MIGHTY PLAY and demonstration of LPH capabilities.

15 JULY 1969
a, 0001H - ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore,

b. 0800H - WASHBURN and WHETSTONE conducted INREP of dairy products and
replenished consumed BLT 1/26 and L-Form supplies from FLC Danang.

16 JULY 1969
a, 0001H - ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore.

b. 0800H . WASHBURN/CLEVELAND and WHETSTONE replenished consumed BLT 1/26
and L-Form supplies from FLC in Danang.

c: 0S00H - RUPERTUS conducted UNREP from USS HALEAKALA (AE-25).
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d, 1654H - One CH-46A helo from HMM 265 on a test flight lost power,
ditched and sank vicinity BT 113769, All hands aboard (crew of three)
were rescued by RUPERTUS life boat. Only minor injuries were sustained
by helo crew members.

17 JULY 1969

a, 0001lH

£

ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore.
b, 1130H - RUPERTUS released from assignment as NGFS ship and was detached.

¢. 1700H - CLEVELAND conducted UNREP from USS KENNEBEC (A0-36).

18 JULY 1969
a, 0001H - ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore.

b. 0800H - WASHBURN conducted INREP from USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3)
in Danang.

c., 0830H - IWO JIMA offloaded BLT/HMM vehicles into WHETSTONE assault
craft for lift by WHETSTONE to Danang.

d, 1710H - WASHBURN observed a section of two F-4 aircraft not previously
cleared into the AOA drop a bomb witin MIGHTY PLAY AOA and within 3000
yards of WASHBURN, Incident was reported to CG, III MAF,
19 JULY 1969

a, 0001H ~ ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore.

b, 0630H - IWO JIMA/CLEVELAND/WHETSTONE conducted VERTREP from
USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3) in AOA.

c. 0900H - WASHBURN/CLEVELAND/WHETSTONE unloaded BLT/HMM vehicles,
equipment, supplies, and personnel, by assault craft, to Bridge Ramp Danang
in preparation for BLT 1/26 and HMM 265 DET ALFA chop ashore.

d. Recommended termination of Operation MIGHTY PLAY to COMSEVENTHFLT.

d, Cancelled NOTAM,

20 JULY 1969

a. 0001H - ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 ashore.
b. 0400H - Detached WASHBURN and WHETSTONE to proceed to Subic Bay.

¢. 0700H - HMM 265 DET ALFA consisting of eight helo’'s and supporting
personnel and equipment departed IWO JIMA,

d. 0800H - Chopped selected elements BLT 1/26 ashore to CG FIRST MARDIV.
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e. 0800H - Chopped selected elements HMM 265 ashore to CG FIRST MAW.
f. 0800H - Terminated Operation MIGHTY PLAY and dissolved AOA.

g. 0800H - ARG ALFA departed AOA enroute Subic Bay for upkeep.
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PLANNING/OPERATIONS

1. (C) On 6 July 1969 CC, III MAF proposed a search and destroy operation astride
the FIRST MARINE/ROKMC AO boundary in Quang Nam Province east of the Song Vinh Dien 3

(River) approximately 8 miles south of Danang.

2. (C) The initisl planning conference was conducted with repreaent;t{vesvof cG,

IIT MAF on 6 July 1969 to establish specific boundaries for the AOA, ensure that

boundaries of previously assigned 40's were considered; and delineate those com=

mands with whom coordination and liaizon must be effected. Following this conferé"'

ence, agreements were made with CTG LLS.1 to provide surface surve{llance of the
AOA and gunfire support when such assets were available, '

3. (C) A series of planning/liaison conferences were held 7 Julj 1969 with
representatives of CG, FIRST MARDIV, CO, FIRST MARINES and CO, THIRD Battalion

" FIRST MARINES. These conferences resulted in:

a. Coordination of the scheme of maneuver ashore for I™T 1/26 of SLF ALFA.
b. Location of friendly USMC/ROKMC units and enemy forces.

¢. Use of the THIRD Battalion FIRST MARINES area for a fire support base,
d. Restrictions asw to safe fire areas.

e. Coordination for control of artillery, naval gunfire, and close air
support. ‘

4, (C) A finmal planning conference was held at III MAF Headquarters on 8 July
1969 with representatives of C¢C 1II MAF, CG FIRST MARDIV, CG FIRST MAW, CO.
FIRST MARINES and CG SECOND ROKMC Brigade. Discussions were held, agresments
were made as to the coordination/liaison required and to the commitment of force.
Mutual agreements were made on the following: ‘

a. The landward AOA: Wherein CC IIL MAF would relocate the A0 boundary
between the FIRST MARINES and SECOND ROKMC Brigade.

b, Location of friendly forces cperating in the vicinity of the AOA,
c. Alr support requirements,

d. Restrictions on gdnflre support (no firing within 500 meters of friendly
positions adjacent to the AOA boundary). Commander Amphibious Task Force would
control supporting arms within the AOA. -

e. The mutual exchange of lisison officers.
f. The prepositioning of equipment/elements of BLT 1/26 on D minus One.

g. There wouldrbe no waterborne landing, hence no beach aupporﬁ‘area vas
to be established. ‘ : : :

h. Resupply éupport for BLT 1/26 would be via HMM 265 helicopters sboard
USS IWO JIMA and overland from Danang area from ARG ALFA ships and the incountry

Force Logistics Command.
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i. The es:abltshment of D=Day.

5. (C) Planning for the Amphibloys Ublective drea (4CA)
- 8. In establishing an al4 tas foliewing genersl requi:sments were consldered;

(1) Relocation of the boundary of the AO between the PIRST MARINES and
the SECOND ROKMC Brigade, o . o :

(2) Structuring the 1amdw&rd £0A to prevent inclusion of hrevtously
established friendly‘for;es command posts, o

(3) Wot to restrict rormal air traffic in and out of Danang, -
(4) Not to vestrict normal coastal shipping in and out of Danang,

. '(5) Selecting 8 fire supp@rt area to permit the NGFS shipe to have
clear gun-target lines, :

(6) Permit free air &raﬁsit over 7000 feet above the AOA,

6. (C) CTU 70.8.9 provided nsval gunfire support by assigning USS MEREDLTH
(DD 890) and WSS RUPERIUS (DD 851). ,

7, (C) CTC 1i5.!1 provided routine surveiilsnce of the seaward AOA,

8. (o) Coordinatior of air comtral was. effected by direct liaison of ARG/
SLF. ALFA Stafl representatives with the following agencies:

a., CC, III MAF

b. CG, FIRST Maw

¢. CG, FIRST MARDIV FSC

d. DANANG DASC

e. DANANG Approach Control, Dansag Alrbase
9. (C) Coordination and cooperation was achieved by direct and.personal
‘liaison of ARG/SLF ALF4 Staff representatives with cooperating forces
down to the company level of ‘the THIRD Battallon FIRST MARINES, . Prompt

and effective liaison resulted in early resolution of necessary coordina-
tion decisions. : o
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' ' INTELLIGENCE

1. (C) The first indication that an amphibious operation was impending came
in the form of a message from CG, FIRST MARDIV to CG, III MAF infcrmation
to CIG T76.l and CTG 79.4 requesting that ARG/SLF ALFA conduct an amphibious/
heliborne operation in the Cam Sa/Phong Ho area astride the IIRST Marine
Regiment/ROKMC boundary in Quang Nem Province, RVN during the period 10-20
July 1969. At the time of receipt of this message, ARG/SLF ALFA was involved
in conducting support operations for Operation BOLD PURSUIT. 1Intelligence
research on the propcsed AOA was started immediately by researching all
information on hand followed up by requests to III MAF G-2 Section for.
aerial photography and any other information available. As in Opération
BOLD PURSUIT, advantage was taken of helicopter flights enroute to liaison
visits by diverting over the proposed AQA where 35MM hand held cameras were
used to photograph the area extensively from various oblique angles.

2. (C) Initial research revealed that:

a. None of the beach within the proposed AOA had been surveyed by UDT -
within the past year.

b. That current enemy OOB listed approximately 520 enemy tryoops within
the AOA including major elements of the R-20 Battalion, the @-82 Company,
elements of the 92nd Special Action Sapper Company, and approximately 200
local guerillas. _

‘ c. The terrain was characterized by two high areas, both approximately

ten meters in height, on the eastern and western sides of the AOA separated by
a low marshy area of rice paddies and swamps over which vehicular movement was
extremely difficult, if not impossible. ,

d. The AOA was statistically the heaviest booby trapped area in the
Republic of Vietnam. o C

3. (C) Initially, since there was no survey available of the beaches of
the AOA, a clandestine survey by UDT of thé beach segment selected for an
amphibious assault was planned using a TG 115.1 Swift Boat (PCF) for
insertion/recovery vehicle as had been successfully accomplished in Operation
BOLD PURSUIT. However, later in the planning phase, due to the character
of the terrain,’ the prevalence of booby traps and SFD's in-the AOA, plus .
the fact that MIKE Company, 3rd Battalion, FIRST Marines would be made
available to form a blocking force in the northeast corner of the AOA, ‘
a surface borne amphibious assault was ruled out in favor of an all heli-
borne assault. . Therefore, no further efforts were made to determine
beach characteristics or to conduct any aspect of a surface amphibious

assault.

4. (C) The merial phctographs obtained from III MAF G-2 Section plus
the photographs of the AOA taken by ARG/SLF ALFA photographers proved to
ve high quality with good detail and very useful for selecting landing
zones as well as handy guides for helo pilots and others after being
annotated to indicate landing zones, reference points, and prominent
landmarks. ' ' : :
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5. (U) Overall weather support and forecasts were provided by the mete-
orology unit on the flagship. ‘Surf forecasts were pequeated from Fleet
Weather Central Guam during initial planning but were not used. ' During

the planning phase, Tropical Storm TESS generated sbuthwest of Manila _

but was preédicted to proceed north-northwest passing over the Chinese Coast
east of Hainan Island. However, on D MINUS ONE Tropical Storm TESS -

;built up and was later designated typhoon TESS. In addition its track

became more westerly. As a result, ARG ALFA vas forced to take evasive action
commencing the afternoon of D-Day (10 July) by running southeast along the
Vietnamese Coast. Other than the typhoon evasion, weather was ideal for
amphibious operations and did not have a significant afrect on Operation
MIGHTY PLA!.

6. (U) No EEI's other than those contained in CTG 76.4 OPLAN 101A-69,
Annex C, were utilized 'or imposed on cubordinate units for collection.

T. (C) As a last step in the planning process a Jjoint inte*ligence estimate
vas issued by CTG T6.4/CTG T9.4 and was distributed to all concerned on

9 July. The informastion contained therein proved to be accurate and compre-
hensive. > '

8. (C) During the course of Operation MIGHTY PLAY a considerable number of

enemy documents and other material was captured, The most significant

recovery consisted of documents captured at 1315H on 12 July 1969 by DELTA
Company, BLT 1/26 -at 49P BT 083622 which proved to be of high technical value.

The documents were current, in good shape and complete. CG, III MAF congratulated
BLT 1/26 by message for the professional manner in which the documents were
discovered, evaluated, and delivered to higher anthority and stressed the parti-
cular intelligence value of the documents. : :
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MEDICAL AND LOGISTICS

A. MEDICAL

1. (C) Operation MIGHTY PLAY began on 10 July 1969 and ended on 20 July
1969. The operation was conducted in I corps in Quang Nam Province
about eight miles south of Danang.

2. (C) The Task Group consisted of USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2), USS CLEVELAND
(LpD-7), USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) and USS WASHBURN (LKA-108). USS MEREDITH
(DD-890) and USS RUPERTUS (DD-851) provided Naval Gunfire Support.

BLT 1/26 was embarked with HMM 265 providing vertical support.

3, (C) USS IWO JIMA was designated as the primary casualty receiving ship.
Medical Officers on board were:

a. SURGICAL TEAM ALFA

(1) CDR J. J. RYSKAMP, Jr. OINC

(2) LCDR R, F, AMBUR

(3) LCDR T. C. BROWN

(4) LT B. C. M. SAH

(5) ENS W. K. CARAWAY (MALE NURSE ANESTHEIST)

b. SHIP'S MEDICAL OFFICER

(6) LT R, GORDON

c. CLEARING PLATOON

(7) LT R. E. BATIMER
(8) LT J. W. WALLACE
(9) LT R, P. KING

d. BATTALION SURGEON

(10) LT D, C. HANCOCK

e, FLIGHT SURGEON

(11) LT S. A, WILSON

4. (C) Of the 13 missile wounds, five were treated in the operating room;
while the remaining 8 missile wounds were debrided under local anesthesia
in the R and D area.
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5. (C) Many casualties had multiple injuries and therefore only the
principle wound was listed.

6. (C) Casualty Statistics

a, BLOOD, There were 114 units of blood on hand at the start of the
operation., On 17 July 1969, 64 units were returned as outdated. On-
19 July 1969, 40 units were returned as outdated. A total of eighteen
units and four patients were cross-matched and nine units transfused to two
patients., It was noted that all blood on hand for the operation had a
five to ten day shelf life.

b. SUMMARY OF CASUALTY STATISTICS

(1) TOTAL CASUALTIES RECEIVED 61
(a) Non-Combat 27
(b) Wounded in Action (WIA) 31
(¢) Killed in Action (KIA) 3
(d) Died of Wounds (DOW) (STAHOSP DANANG) 1

* DOW not included in total, previously included WIA.

(2) NON-COMBAT CLASSIFIED (21 Treated LPH/6 Treated Ashore) 27

(a) FUO 3
(b) Upper Respiratory Infection 3 '%
(c) Contusion 3 v
(d) Gonorrhea 2

(e) Fracture 2

(f) Pneumonia 1

(g) Otitis Media 1

(h) Twisted Knee 1

(i) Shigellosis 1

(j) Sunburn 2

(k) Epididymitis 2

(1) Sinusitis 1 '
(m) Dysentery 1

CONFIDENTIAL
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(n) Rat Bite 1
(o) Heat Exhaustion 2
(p) Acute Anxiety 1

(3) COMBAT CASUALTIES

(a) Classified, Treated aboard LPH: 31
1. MISSILE WOUNDS 13
A. Major 5
B. Minor ” 8
2. SITE OF MAJOR WOUNDS
A. Upper Extremities 2
B, Chest 1
C. Head 1
D. Lower Extremities 1
3. FRACTURES
A. Ulna 3
B. Metacarpals ' 1
i. NON-MISSILE WOUNDS (LACERATION) 1
(b) Unclassified, Treated Ashore 17

(4) OPERATIVE CASES PERFORMED (INITIAL RX ONLY)

,,,,,

(a) Major 2 s
(b) Minor 3

(5) MAJOR SURGICAL PROCEDURES

(a) Closed Thoracotomy 1
(b) Appendectomy 1

(6) SUMMARY OF OR ANESTHESIA (INITIAL RX ONLY )

(a) General 2

(b) Block 2

(c) Spinal 1
CONFIDENTIAL
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(7) DISPOSITION (Aboard LPH)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(£)
(g)
(h)

B. LOGISTICS

Treated & Released ' 20
Admitted to sick bay 14
Triaged & Transferred 1
Discharged to duty. 2
Transferred 0
Transferred (Care of the dead) 1
Died of wounds 0
Remaining in sick bay end of operatien 12

1. (€) Replenishment. During MIGHTY PLAY the following replenishments

were conducted providing support to ARG ALFA and gunfire support ships.

DATE

10

10

10

11

13

16

17

17

18

19

JUL

JUL

JUL
JUL
JUL
JUL
JUL
JUL
JUL

JUL

SHIP RECEIVED
FIREDRAKE (AE 14) Ammo
GRAFFIAS (AF 29) Provisions
TAPPAHANNOCK (AO 43) Fuel
GRAFFIAS (AF 29) Provisions
GUADALUPE (AO 32) Fuel
HALEAKALA (AE 25) Ammo
HALEAKALA (AE 25) Ammo
KENNEBEC (AO 36) Fuel
NIAGARA FALLS (AFS 3) Provisions
NIAGARA FALLS (AFS 3) | Provisions

2, (C) Maintenance. Sporadic leaking in USS INO JIMA's main condenser
tubes continued to be a problem throughout the opexatien. Although fit
to ably fulfill her assignment as flagship and helo haven, a marginal
capability for centimuous stesming (especially at higher -speeds) existed
during the entire period of the operation. ' o
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1. (C) Except for initial difficulty with VHF frequencies in passing artillery
and NGF warning to aircraft (SAV-A-PLANES), communications during Operation
MIGHTY PLAY were excellent, The initiating directive was received at 0738H

7 July 1969, CTG 76.4 OPORDER 307-69 was transmitted to all addressees at
0530H 9 July 1969. No difficulties were encountered in handling the record
communications by ARG ALFA during Operation MIGHTY PLAY. During high volume
periods all three tapecutting positions were used to maximum capacity in

order to avoid outgoing message backlogs. For the peak 24 hours period of _

- Operation MIGHTY PLAY a total of 537 messages were processed, 319 incoming,
and 218 outgoing., The average handling times for outgoing messages during
this period was two hours one minute each. The majority of messages handled
and all pertaining to the operation were transmitted on at least three
circuits. : St

COMMUNICATIONS

2, (C) Amphibious Ready Group ALFA consisting of USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)

. (CATF Flagship), USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7), USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27), USS WASHBURN -
(LKA-108), and the gunfire support ships USS MEREDITH (DD 890) and .
USS RUPERTUS (DD 851) maintained a duplex Task Group Orestes circuit. AI;
Task Group ships delivered their outgoing messages to the Flagship for entry
into the NAVCOMOPNET which was maintained by IWO JIMA (LPH-2), This circuit =
provided a reliable link throughout the operation for the relay of record
communication traffic for ships of the Task Group. The COMNAVOPNET was
terminated with Naval Support Activity Danang and the Fleet Flash Net was
patched through NSA Danang, Cam Ranh Bay, and terminated at NAVCOMMSTA, PHIL.

3. (C) In all frequency ranges the communications equipment of the flagship
was adequate, but totally committed. Since no surface rssault landing was
conducted there was no shortage of VHF equipments/frequencies as was ARG
ALFA's previous experience, :

4. (C) Frequency assignments were adequate as assigned by COMSEVENTHFLT
OPORDER 201-68, The VHF circuit between the Flagship and Fire Support
Coordination Center, located at FIRST Marine Division Headquarters, required
shifting. Upon investigation it was.discovered that a physical obstruction
(Hill 327) negated the line of sight characteristic of this circuit.
Following a liaison visit on the third day of the operation this circuit

was shifted to an upper high frequency, This higher frequency likewise
proved unreliable and a second liaison visit was required. A lower frequency
was then established which proved to be satisfactory for the remainder

of the operation., Following these visits and the final assignment of a
usable high frequency it was necessary on several occasions to use other
communications to alert the FSCC operators that SACC had SAV-A-PLANE

traffic to pass, This alerting method had the effect of producing clear
communications with FSCC. Consequently it appeared that once a usable . . -
high frequency was established with FSCC the problem was operational vice - -
frequency assignment/equipment. This provided marginally reliabls .
communications between Flagship and FSCC .for the remainder of the operation,

- Some minor interfrerence was experienced on various other frequencises during
the operation; however, none were severe enough to cause a circuit to be
unusable.
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1. (C) General

a, A Conmand Information Bureau (CIB) was set up onboard the USS IWO JIMA
(LPH 2) and a Mobile News Team from CTF 76 Staff provided services from 9 July
1969 through 18 July 1969, :

b. Proximity of Operation MIGHTY PLAY to the Danang area precluded initial
embarkation of civilian newsmen, however, newsmen were invited to the flagship-.

after the initial landing.

c. CTG 76.4 CIB originated six press releases (initial and five follow-ups)
throughout Operation MIGHTY PLAY,

d. In addition special press releases were disseminat »d on:

(1) The visit of ADM FENG, CN, VADM BRINGLE, VADM CHEW and RADM ROSENBERG
to ARG ALFA on 14 July 1969,

(2) The reco&ery of all Marine crewmen from a downed CH46A helicopter by
the life boat from the USS RUPERTUS (DD 851) (at the time assigned to CARG ALFA
as NGFS ship).

e. Problems encounterer’/adverse incidents: None
2, (uU) visits by Dignitaries.
a. 10 July RAbM E.M, ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT
b. 14 July ADM FENG CHI-CHUNé GRC, CINC
c. 14 July VADM W.F, BRINGLE, USN, COMSEVENTHFLT
d. 14 July VADM J.L. CHEW, USN, COMUSTDC
e, 14 July RADM E.M, ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT

£. 17 July COL A.E. COFFEEN, USMC, SLF BRAVO
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5. (C) Broadcast coverage was excellent during .the operation. The flagship
maintained coverage of both the rebroadcast from NSA Danang and the direct broad-
cast from NAVCOMMSTA PHIL. All Task Group ships copied the rebroadcast from

NSA Danang. Requests for retransmission of missing broadcast messages were

kept to a minimum with ships assisting each other. NSA Danang provided missing
numbers on request.

6. (C) The Task Group Maneuvering and Warning, and Task Group reporting circuits
vere covered using the NESTOR crypto system. Thése circuits were excellent

throughout the operation, Although these circuits were used primarily for their:.

designated use, they were used, on & not to interfere basis, as & communications
coordination circuit and for passing TACLOG requirements from the flagship to
the Primary Control Ship. This was done to hold uncovered voice communications
to a minimum.

1. (C) Registered Publications: The supply of keying materials, operational
codes and numeral codes were adequate at all times during Cveration MIGHTY PLAY.
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SUPPORTING ARMS

1. (C) General

a. Operation MIGHTY PLAY began on 10 July 1969 with naval gunfire, USMC
artillery and air preparation of three landing zones and one diversionary
target, L-Hour was 0920H, ‘Operation MIGHTY PLAY terminated on 20 July
with the CHOP of BLT 1/26 ashore to CG, FIRST MARDIV,

b. Due to the proximity of the AOA to Danang Airbase and instrument
approach patterns to Danang airbase penetrating the AOA, it was necessary
to pass artillery and naval gunfire warning information (SAV-A-PLANE) to
Danang approach control, Communication circuits used to transmit SAV-A-PLANE
information were initially unsatisfactory. Pre-operation liaison between
CTG 76.4 representatives, the FIRST MARDIV Fire Support Coordinator, and the
OIC of the Danang Approach Control, agreed that FIRST MARDIV FSCC would be
given SAV-A-PLANE information over established VHF (FM) nets, and that
information would be forwarded to Danang Approach Control by the FSCC.
At the onset of Operation MIGHTY PLAY direct contact with FSCC could not
be established as their VHF antenna system was masked by its location on
Hill 327. Time consuming circuitous communications were resorted to for
passage of SAV-A-PLANE information to FIRST MARDIV FSCC for relay to Danang
Approach Control, As VHF communications were unsuccessful, an HF circuit
was established. Additional liaison visits were required before marginally
satisfactory HF communications were established with FSCC. GSee enclosure (7
for amplification,

2. (C) Naval Gunfire

a. Forces involved: USS MEREDITH (DD890) conducted landing zone preparation
fires and provided on-call support from 100835H July until relieved by
USS RUPERTUS (DD851) at 131030H July 1969. RUPERTUS was detached 171130H
July 1969,

b. Fire Support Coordination: The only significant condition detrimental
to good fire support coordination was the unsatisfactory communications relay
of SAV-A-PLANE information to Danang Approach Control. Initially this resulted
in cancellation of a scheduled pre-L-Hour NGF target and caused unacceptable
delays in fire mission approval throughout the remainder of the operation. This
problem is addressed as a Lesson Learned in enclosure (7).

c. Restriction to fire

(1) Civil Airways Paths, By COMUSMACV/CINCPACFLT agreement, the air
space between 7,000 and 11,000 feet within civil airways will be left as
free transit space, i.e, a no fire zone through the AOA. This limits some
fire missions in that destroyers cannot shoot at maximum effective, or
greater, ranges without at sometime violating this space. At times it is
desirable to use maximum effective ranges to produce a high angle-of-
incident, non-skipping projectile. '
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(2) Non-observance of NOTAMS/SAV-A-PLANE. This problem was not as
obvious as in the past due to the reduced amount of gunfire. However,

on one occasion, ten minute LZ prep mission was interrupted five times by
different transient military aircraft flying across the gun target line.

(3) "SPOOKY'" While the SPOOKY gunship was on statioen in the AOA,
all fires were restricted to a maximum altitude of 1,000 feet less than the
gunship's altitude, However, the advantage of having the SPOOKY readily
available penerally overcame the fire altitude restriction,

d. Artillery advisory system and SAV-A-PLANE, A revised SAV-A-PLANE
form has been devised to reduce duplication of effort, eliminate mutual
interference and speed processing of the request. However, local variations
may be required to facilitate operations in specific SACC facilities or to
meet local clearance requirements, but this is considered to be a good
basic form. (The information indicated below is printed three columns
per page, four sheets per pad, stapled with carbon paper between sheets and
cut to yield three ready-to-use request forms.)

SAV-A-PLANE
TOR
A. TG # SAP #
B. FIRING UNIT
C. GRID: FM TO
NAV_AID RAD/NM RAD/NY
D, TIME: FM TO

E. MAX ORDINATE

F. TGT NATURE

G. OBSERVER

END OF MISSION TIME

(1) Alchough communications difficulties precluded a thorough evaluation
of this new form, it is estimated that up to 30 seconds can be shaved off the
present SAV-A-PLANE request processing time., Additionally, more information

CONFIDENTIAL
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required by the three supporting arms {s now recorded on one standard form,

e. Techniques evaluated.

(1) To reduce the time between cessation of LZ preparation fires and helo
touchdown, a two-fold procedure was successfully implemented. First, the NGF ship
wvag instructed to fire white phosphorous as its last round of LZ preparation fire.
This gave the helicopters a visual indication of "cease fire." Secondly, both the
reports of "cease fire" and "splash" for the last round were passed to the heli-
copter Direction Center for verbal comfirmation of "cease rire." As a result of the
confidence gained in this combineu procedure, the assault helicopters touched down
in the designated landing zones less than 45 seconds after the last round fell an
target., The effectiveness of this method is further indicated in that no hostile
fire was taken in any of the landing zones,

f. Statistical Data

(1) Rounds expended: ‘
4 ‘ USS MEREDITH (DD 890)

5"/38 HC 583
A VTSD 60

AAC : 80

WP | )

TOTAL . 753

USS RUPERTUS (DD 851)

5"/38 HC 464
AAC 54

WP 9

ILL _ 2

JOTAL 329
GRAND TOTAL 1282

(2) Damage Assessments, The below listed data reflects only the observed
results of naval gunfire. They do not include any of the unobserved effects of
heavy harrassment, interdiction and area neutralisation fires, -

(a) Bunkers destroyed 23
(b) Structures destroyed 29
(c) Base area neutralized o " 2
(d) Secondary explosions ' 10
(e) Secondary fires ‘ : , ‘ 3
3 ' ‘ Enclosure (9)
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8. Problcnhgngouggeied. .USS RUPERTUS (DD 851) reported for duty with
approximately 98 percent bore erosion in all four barrels. HRowever, this vas
determined to be acceptable by the battalion in view of her reported range
dispersfon of only 100-200 yards; observed fires during the day seemed to vertify

this.

3. . (C) Close Air Support.

a. Tactical Alr Control Center (TACC) radio nets were established and manned ‘
in accordance with Annex H (Air Operations) to CTG 76.4 OPORD 307-69. Contfinuous .
communications were maintained with USAP CRC Danang, FIRST MAW (TADC), HORN
DASC, BLT 1/26 Air Liatson Officer, and the ICTZ Area Medical Regulating Off{ice.
Danang DASC and other additional stations were used as needed, ‘

. b. S8cheduling and control of close air support aircraft wereexecuted as ‘
planned. Priority and routine requests for non-scheduled ai~ support were promptly
ftll.do v ’ ' ¢ ’

c. On D-Day a twenty minute delay of L-Hour resulted from a combination of
factors, The first scheduled close air support flight did not appear in the
requested numbers, nor did they carry the desired ordnance for LZ prep. The

second flight of close air support atrcraft checked-in slightly early, but with

an unexpectedly large ordnance load which required additional time to complete

the LZ prep. These factors, added to a delay in joining the TAC(A)/TAO and

CAS atrcraft, were the major cause of the delay of L-Hour. It should be noted
that observing helicopter ptlots classed the results of NGF and CAS coordination
as outstanding, and that no troop-1{ft helicopters were hit by enemy fire although
enemy movement was observed throughout the area.

d. Throughout the operation numerous alrcraft transiting the AOCA failed to
contact the TACC (ICEPACK ALFA) as required by NOTAM and by CTG 76.4 OPORD 307-69,
High density air traffic was anticipated because of the proximity of both Danang
Airbase and Marble Mountain Airfield to the AOA. AOQA alrspace inctdents {ncluded
a report from the USS WASHBURN that a flight of 2 F-4's apparently dropped a bomb
within 3000 yards of the USS WASHBURN and the USS CLEVELAND. These atircraft had
neither checked-in with ICEPACK ALFA, nor did they have approval from CTG 76.4
to utilize any portion of the AOA as an "ORDNANCE DUMP AREA". CATF reported this

incident to CG, III MAF by message. o
e. Uperation MIGHTY PLAY close air support operations are summariszed as

follows:
(1) Helicopter ogerattono.
(8) Sort1e8uusruincrninnrensnnennen 166l
(b) Taokl.................,.......;..218
(¢) Hours flown...f...;..............305.9
(d) Cargo (tonu)..............aa.....149.8_" v
(¢) Pax carried...cccccvcecenerensssdl?8

e . Enclosure (9)
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(f)YHGdGVBCB....--..-.o-.o-voo..o..-o-o-oooss
(g) Ammo expended (rounds).,..........;....50 M7)

(2) Fixed-wing CAS operations

(a) Total atrcraft controlled.......;;...;.208
l- Attlék a{rcraftcil.loiolo;c.oaoccta.zl

2. ‘Non-attack ltrcraft..................7

3. Transient aireraft..eecsssececeess180

(b) Ordnance (tons) (Excludes 7,62 M)......28.3
1. T S 1 | (55,500 1bs.) ‘ $
2: RockeBicisisiisiesnniainnconnannsss 8 (5" ZUNI) (1200 1bs.)
2, 7.62MM (rounds)....eeeessnssns..2l,000

(C) SAV-A-PLANES issued......-...'.....-...109

4. (C) Artillery

a. Forces Involved. ALFA Battery 1/13 (six 105 MM howitzers) was placed
ashore on D minus one Day {n a secure area approximately 7,000 meters north of
the AOA center. The same day, Whiskey Battery 1/11 (six 4.2 inch mortars) was
pleced ashcre 2,000 meters north of the AOA center in vicinity of the THIRD
puttalion, FIRST Marines Command Post, Artillery fire support was used through«
out the operation subject to restrictions discussed below.

b, Fire Support Coordination. No conditions worthy of note.

c. Restrictions to Fire. The extreme proximity of ALFA Battery (105 MM
howitzer) to Marble Mountain and Danang Airfields precluded almost all support
from this unit durfng periods ¢f heavy air traffic.

d. Statistical Data

(1) Rounds Expended

ALFA Battery

Caliber , Type B 4 4
105 MM howitzer | HE }466
WP . 38
ILLUM 1

TOTAL 1505

‘ Enclosure (9)
5 CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

+ -
. , : .
A | ‘ ‘ ‘ '

CONFIDENTIAL
| WHISKEY Batter

Caliber | Tree . aty

4,2" Mortar | ‘HE‘ 880 [ *
WP g ‘ 75 ,
ILLOM 268
TOTAL = 1203
GRAND TOTAL 2708 RDS

(2) Gun Damage Assessment, None Available
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LESSONS LEARNED

ORIGINATING COMMAND: COMPHIBREADGRU ALFA

SUBJECT: MAJOR: AMPHIBIOUS PLANNING
MINOR: CLOSE AIR SUPPORT AND LANDING ZONE PREPARATION

1. DISCUSSION: In planning for the ordnance required to ensure adequate .
preparation of the landing zones it was determined that a division of 4

attack aircraft would be required for each LZ. This figure was based on
ordnance loading of A-U and F-l aircraft. The flights *hat were provided

for preparation of LZ's GRANT and LEE consisted of 2 A-6's: The amount

of ordnance carried was sufficient for the mission, but because of the large
quantity carried by each aircraft the LZ prep lasted longer than planned .
in the schedule of fires. The extended time required for LZ prep contributed

LESSONS LEARNED: Due to the existing procedures for requesting air
support under the single-manager system for tactical air support, it is
usually not possible to determine in advance what type of aircraft will be
furnished for a specific mission. The only way the TACC has of finding
out Which specific aircraft types and ordnance loads will be furnished is
to discuss this with the area Direct Air Support Center over an uncovered. .
voice radio eircuit, thereby possibly compromising the assault. Sufficient
flexibility to allow time for sdditional air preparation will be provided .
in future air schedules, and naval gunfire schedules will allow for additional
preparatory fires to cover gaps in air prephration if they occur.
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LESSONS LEARNED

SUBJECT: MAJOR: AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE
MINOR: SUPPORTING ARMS COORDINATION

1. DISCUSSION: The location of the ADA for Operation MIGHTY PLAY was an
area normally used by large numbers of aircraft proceeding along the coast-
line to end from Danang. While' numerous aircraft were observed transiting

- the AOA, the number of aircraft contacting ‘the TACC for clearance through

the area averaged only 19 per day, Transiéent aircraft in-erfere with employ-
ment of supporting arms, and often fires of naval gunfire.and artillery :
elements must be checked in ordei to- avoid endangéring'aircrart.v

LESSONS LEARNED: Amphibious planners should Be avar® of-the fact
that vhen operntfng in the vicinity of a major wmir terminal, . gy in an
area commonly transitied by large numbers of aircrart, thefe will be
alrcraft passing through the AOA without the pilot's being aware of ’
amphibious operation in progress. The publication of & NG®AN has only '

. limited effectiveness in informing all pilots of the existence of. an AOA

due to many aviation units, especially those with helicopters and light
fixed-wing aircraft, being located at small bases which do not alweys
receive current NOTAM information. : ‘
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LESSONS LEARNED

ORIGINATING COMMAND: COMPHIBREADGRU.ALFA

"SUBJECT: MAJOR: AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE
: MINOR: SUPPORTING ARMS COORDINATION

l. DISCUSSION: Due to the location of the MIGHTY PLAY AOA in close

‘proximity to Danang Airbase, and instrument approach patterns to Danang

Airbase penetrating the ADA, it was necessary to pass information on
artillery and naval gunfire warnings (SAV-A-PLANES) to Danang Approach !
Control through FIRST MARDIV. Fire Support Coordination Center. A VHF

. (FM) voice radio circuit vas used for this purpose initially, and proved _
unsatisfactory due to line of sight limitations, A High Frequency voice radio
circuit was established with FIRST MARDIV FSCC with marginal initial success.

At times it was hecessary to relay SAV-A-PLANE informstion through severa. - !
stations on other radio nets to get the information to FIRST MARDIV FSCC

when direct communications were not operating. A more suitqble high frequency.
for the distance involved established by persohal‘liaisdh'finally resolvea

the problemn. ‘

LESSONS LEARNED: More detailed advance coordination is required to
Plan adequate communications for artillery and naval gunfire warnings when
the AOA is in the vicinity of a major air terminal. Amphibious planners
should be familiar with existing in-country warning systems and procedures,
in order that artillery and naval gunfire warnings during amphibious
operations can be integrated into in-country systems when necessary.

: Enclosure (10)
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” SHIP TO SHORE MOVEMENT
AN :
1. (C) Terrain features between the beach portion of the AOA and inland
i objectives rendered an over the beach assault by surface craft infeasible.
vf‘75 Therefore, the actual assault landing was conducted entirely by helicopter.
D p All necessary BLT 1/26 hesvy equipment for the support of combat action ashore
'(}Q vas offloaded by assault craft in Danang Harbor on D-minus one (9 July) and
transported overland via highway for prepositioning at established areas in
. the FIRST MARINE Division A0. These locations were in close proximity to the
, northern boundary of the AOA. The prepositioned equipment and material
: consisted primarily of the artillery battery, trucke and other land trans-
port vehicles plus an initial two day supply of ammunition and field rations.

2. (C) The assault ship to shore movement consisted of helicopter movement of !
troops embarked in USS IWO JIMA and USS CLEVELAND to three separate landing
zones in the central portion of the landward AOA. The first assault vave,
landing at L-Hour (100920H), consisted of eight helicopters divided into two
secticns. The first section lifted ALFA Company from USS CLEVELAND to L%
GRANT and the second section lifted DELTA Company from IWO JIMA to LZ LEE.
Upon completion of the insertion of ALFA and DELTA Companies, CHARLIE Company
was lifted from USS IWQ JIMA to LZ SHERMAN as an on-call wvave at L-plus 1:55
hours. No resistance was encountered in the landing zones during the assault
phese of the landing. At Leplus 3:05 hours the Commend Group and BRAVO Company
‘ (Reserve Company) were lifted from USS CLEVELAND into LZ L13, the THIRD Battalion
 2 — FIRST MARINE Division Command Post located just to the north of the AOA. Heli-
copter movement of all troops was completed at 101352H.
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AMPHIBIOUS LANDING DECEPTION

&1

1. (C) ARG ALFA conducted an amphibious deception off the northern Barrier
Island area using the USS IWO JIMA, The deception was primarily a tactical
communicative deception., With the exception of the IWO JIMA no other
physical elements including boats or helo's were used, The deception was
designed to mislead the enemy and disrupt his time table of events.

a. Beginning at 100400H, USS IWO JIMA steamed in the general vicinity
(Grid coordinate BT 31053012) for a period of about 2 hours to conduct
deception operations. All normal flight operation lights were on to provide
for maximum display of the IWO JIMA in the darkness and early morning light. 4

b. Communications deception consisted of both live and tape broadcasts
over four of the most commonly used circuits during an amphibious operation,
simulating a Helo and Waterborne amphibious landing (Beach Boat Common,
TACLOG, LZ Control and LPH L/L). The broadcasting began at 0430H and
ended at 0600H.

2, (U) No problems were experienced with visibility as USS IWO JIMA could
be seen from the beach.

3. (C) During the communications phase a module blew out on one of the TED
transmitters; however, the module was replaced within 5 minutes. The
communications "breakdown" and repair tended to enhance the credibility of
the broadcasts rather than interfere with the communications deception,

4. (C) No evaluation is available as to the results/reaction generated by
this deception; however, it is believed that the proficiency gained

is not only worthwhile, but offered valuable experience in the planning
processes of the ARG Staff,

CONFIDENTIAL
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PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS

1. (C) On D-Day (10 July) at 1400H, after the Marines had landed and were in
initial objective positions, an aerial loudspeaker PSYOPS mission was flown over
the AOA, The message of this broadcast instructed the jnnocent civilians in the
erea to take their possessions and move to Tu Cau (a village to the northwest

of the AOA) where they would be resettled in a safe location.

2. (C) On 13 July between 1350H and 1435H a PSYOPS mission urging the enemy

to Chieu Hoi was cciducted over the western section of the AOA, 1In this
mission an aerial loudspeaker broadcast urged the enemy to Chieu Hoi and

évoid the senseless ucatn that had claimed many f their comrades. In addition,
100,000 icaflets were ~'so disseminated by air which gave the enemy specific
instructions to follow in order to Chieu Hoi.

3. (C) The effect that either or both of these missions had on the enemy
is unknown and no ralliers (HOI CHANH'S) were received. :
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CINCPAC
COMUSMACV

CINCPACFLT

CMC

COMPHIBPAC

COMSEVENTHFLT

COMPHIBLANT

CG, FMFPAC

CG, FMFLANT

CG III MAF

COMNAVFORV

COMPHIBTRAPAC

COMPHIBGRU ONE

COMPHIBGRU TWO

COMPHIBGRU THREE

COMPHIBGRU FOUR

PRES. NAVWARCOL

CG, V MEF

CG 1ST MARDIV

CG 3RD MARDIV

CG STH MARDIV

CG FIRST MAW

CUMSERVGRU THREE

CG, FMFSEVENTHFLT

CG, LANFORTRACOMPAG

CG, LANFORTRACOMLANT

CNO (OP 09B9) HISTORICAL DIV
CMCS QUANTICO, VA

CHAIRMAN AWB COMPHIBTRALANT
CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, CORONADO
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COMPHIBRON ONE
COMPHIBRON THREE -
COMPHIBRON FIVE
COMPHI BRON. SEVEN
COMPHIBRON NINE
COMPHIBRON ELEVEN
COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE
COMTACGRU ONE
COMNAVSPECWARGRUPAC
COMNAVBEACHGRU ONE
CO, TACRON TWELVE
CO, BJU ONE

€O, ACU ONE

€O, BMU ONE

fN, UDT . YIRTEEN
OINC EMU ONE WP DET
OINC ACU ONE WP DET

OINC WP DET NAVSPECWARGRU
OINC NAVBEACHGRU ONE WP DET -

OINC NAVSECGRU WP DET

USA C&GSC, FT LEAVENWORTH, KANS,

OINC NAVTACDOCACT
CTG 70.8

CIG 73.5

CTG 76.5

CTC 79.4

CTG 79.5

CTF 115

€O, BLT 1/26

CO, HMM 265

sy
i
e

CO, NAVPHIBSCOL, LITTLE CREEK CO, USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)

- COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT CO, USS WASHBURN (LKA-108)

A CO, USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7)’
CO, USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27)
CO, USS RUPERTUS (DD-851)
CO, USS MEREDITH (DD-890)
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FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601
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| 9 October 1969
CONFIDENTIAL . T

Froms Commander Amphibious Ready Group ALFA
Tos Commander Amphibious Force, UeSo. SEVENTH Fleet

Subjs Operation DEFIANT STAND Post Operation Report; forwarding of (U) Eg

Ref's (a) COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT/CTF 76 INST 3500,1C
(b) Joint COMFIRSTFLT/COMSEVENTHFLT INST 3500,3/3500.84

Encls (1) Task Organization ~
) Initiating Directive SN
(3) Chronology of Events ;

(4) Planning/Operations

(5) Intelligence :27 N
(6) Medical/Logistics ’¥£> N

(7) Communications

(8) Public Affairs 5
(9) Supporting Arms 2
(10) Sensor Employment
(11) Ship to Shore Movement
(12) Deception
(13) Psychological Operations
(14) Distribution

1, (U) Generale. Operation DEFIANT STAND was conducted by Amphibious Ready Group
ALFA during the pericd 7 September to 19 September 1969 in support of the . ’
Government of the Republic of Vietmam, This operation marked the first occasion
in which a single Amphibicus Ready Group zommanded, supported and assault landed
two separate landing forces consisting of UoS. Marines and Republic of Korea '
Marines in the Vietram theater of operation.

2. (C) Background. Intelligence and incident reports collected by CG, IIIL .
MAF, indicated that enemy forces were accumulating in the northern reaches of i
the srea known as Barrier Island, lccated on the coast astride Quang Nam and

Quang Tin Provinces in ths Republie of Vietnam., Because of the geographical

isolation afforded the area, by the Cua Dai River on the north and on the west -

by the Truong Giang River and salt marshess this region has been historically |
used as a regrouping area and harboring site for ensmy forces attempting to

evade search and clear operations conducted by U.S. and allied forces in the

southern portion of 1 Corps Tactical Zons, Resent reports identified the V25

Local Foree Battalion and the Q80 Local Force Company as enemy forces using

the area for perpetrating attacks by fire against river craft on the Cua Dai

River and against Hoi An, With dus recognition for the versatility arnd self-

supporting capability of the SEVENTH Fleet Amphibious Ready Group and because N
of the tactircal limiting features of the geographic terrain to attack overland, “
on 26 August 1969, Commanding General 11T MAF submitted a request to Commander "
SEVENTH Flset for the employment of Amphiblous Ready Group/Special Landing '

Force ALFA to conduct an amphibious assault in the Barrier Island area.
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On 26 August 1969 Commander SEVENTH Fleet conmurred in the general concept of

the proposed employment of ARG/SLF ALFA in support and as requested by CG, III

MAF, In addition to the employment of U,S., Marine Corps Battalion Landing

Team 1/26 embarked in Amphibious Ready Group ALFA ships, it was also proposed

and agreed that following the initial assault landing, Regimental Landing Team

TWO, SECOND Republic of Korea Marine Corps Brigade would be committed to the

operation by embarking in ARG ALFA ships and assault landed in the Amphibious

Objective Area, The landward Amphibious Objective Area was subdivided into

two separate areas of operation with the southern area assigned to SLF ALFA

(BLT 1/26) and the northern area assigned to RLT-=-2 ROKMC, The outer perimeter

of the landward Amphibious Objective Area generally followed limiting !
geographical terrain features such as rivers which would 1limit escape routes :
for enemy forces in the area, (See enclosure (2) for detailed description

of the Amphibious Objective Area,) On 29 August 1969, CARG ALFA/CTG 76,4 was

designated Commander Amphibious Task Force, CSLF ALFA/CTG 79,4 and Chief of

Staff, SECOND ROKMC BLE were designated as Commander Landing Force of the

Southsrn and Northern Landing Forces respectively,

During planning and coordination conferences with CG, III MAF and Republic
of Vietnam Province Chiefs, agreements concerning processing and dispcsition
of civilian population in the area were established, one for civilians from
Quang Nam Province on Lang Dong Island in the Cua Dai River, north of the
Amphibious Objective Area and one for civilians from Quang Tin Province in the
lower Barrier Island area just south of the Amphibious Objective Area. A
blocking force consisting of Battalion Landing Team THREE from the SECOND ROKMC .
BLE under command of CG, SECOND ROKMC BDE was helicopter lifted into the
northwestern portion of what was to become a part of the landward Amphibious
Objective Area, two days prior to operational control of Commander Northernm
Landing Force on D-Day, when the entire AOA became effective for operational
control by CAIF. Anti-infiltration/exfiltration patrols and limited gunfire
support was obtained from Coastal Surveillance Forces (CTG 115.1), Scheduled
and on-call air support was supplied by Commanding General FIRST Marine Air
Wing. One 5"/38 destroyer, USS TAUSSIG (DD 746), was assigned as NGFS ship to
augment TG 76.4 throughout the operaticn,

3, (C) Concept of Operations and Execution,

a, Concept, Operation DEFIANT STAND involved the employment of ARG/SLF
ALFA and RLT-=2 ROKMC in a combined search and clear operation against enemy
forces consisting of North Vietnemese Armed Forcegs, Viet Cong 1oca1/main force
units and Viet Cong infrastructure within the AOA, The Southern Landing
Force was comprised of SLF ALFA/CTG 79.4 composed of USMC BLT 1/26 and HMM
265, The Northern Landing Force consisted of RLT=2 from the SECOND ROKMC BDE,
Following S-=Day and D-~Day assault landings, ARG ALFA remained in support
of the Southern and Northern Landing Forces until 19 September when RLT-2
ROKMC was firmly established ashore and operational control was shifted to CG,
SECOND ROKMC BIE and BLT 1/26 was tactically withdrawn, At 1700H on 19 September
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1969, the AOA was dissolved and Operation DEFIANT STAND terminated.
be Mission.

(1) Commencing at H and L-Hour on S-Day (7 SEP) the Southern Landing
Force (SLF ALFA) conducted a surface and helicopter amphibious assault against
enemy forces in the southern portion of the landward AOA in Quang Nam and
Quang Tin Provinces, RVN, in order to conduct a detailed search and clear
operation and such other operations as agreed on with CG, IIT MAF or his
designated representative and in coordination with other friendly forces in
the area.

(2) Commencing at H and L-Hour on D-Day (12 SEP), the Northern Landing
Force (RLT-2 of the SECOND ROKMC BDE) conducted a surface and helisopter
amphibious assault against enemy forces in the northern portion of the AOA in
Quang Nam Province, RVN, in order to conduct a detailed search arnd clear
operations and such other operations as agreed on with CG, III MAF or his
designated representative and coordination with other friendly forces in the
ared.

cs Pre-Assault Operations. Training lectures and briefings for troops,
helicopter crews and ship crews were conducted on board ARG ALFA ships during
the planning phase for the operation. All amphibious assault craft and control
personnel were exercised in surface ship to shore movement procedures until
one day prior to the S-Day landing., During this period all ARG ships maintained
normal holding stations in the off-shore area in the general vicimity of Danang,
RVN. These OPAREAS were near the area designated as the seaward AOA. Ships
entered the port of Danang for logistical purposes and pre-cperational briefings
during daylight hours on several occasions in a routine manner during the
planning phase, Maximum effort was made to maintain normal operational patterns
including careful control of uncovered radio transmissions and by this action
masked any appearance of contemplated operations. On 6 September, CG, III MAF
proposed to COMSEVENTHFLT that S-Day be advanced to 7 September vice 8 September
to take advantage of possible confusion on the part of the enemy following the
death of the President of North Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh. This action was agreed
to and approved by all parties involved. On 5 September, BLT THREE from the
SECOND ROKMC BIE was helicopter lifted from ROKMC Base Camp area Jjust north
of Hoi An to blocking positions west of the Truong Giang River sector of the
AOA. BLT THREE remained under the operational control of CG, SECOND ROKMC BIE
until D=Day,

&

ibious Objective Area. All TG 76,4 ships maintained

d, Movement to Amphibiou.
positions in induvidual normal steaming areas offshore from Danang, until
ordered to proceed directly to assigned steaming sectors in the AOA Just prior
to S-Day (7 SEP) initial assault operations. At 0100H 7 September USS WHEISTONE

(1SD 27) proceeded to rendezvous position with a PCF patrol craft, with ARG
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ALFA UDT embarked, to provide safety support and radar assisted control for
clandestine insertion of UDT/Beach Survey Party on GREEN Beach, At 0300H,
beach survey operations were successfully completed, UDT embarked in USS
WHETSTONE and survey information and surf observations were transmitted to
CATF via covered teletype. (See enclosure (5).) During the period 0100-
O4OOH 7 September, USS CLEVELAND (LPD 7) conducted a false UDT check survey
in support of S-Day operations. (See enclosure (12).) By O%00H all TG 76.4
units were in assigned S-Day AOA steaming sectors. Darken ship conditlons
were maintained and only limited radioc transmissions were permitted.

,,,,,,, sault Operations/Ship to Shore (Southern Landing.

Force, Prior to H and L-Hour, GREEN Beach and designated helicopter landing
zones were taken under heavy preparation fire by NGF from USS TAUSSIG (DD 746)
and/or air dropped ordnance from FIRST MAW supplied combat air support. Air
Support included fixed wing as well as helicopter gunships. Detailed
description of supporting arms is contained in enclosure (9). "Land the
waterborne landing force"™ was signaled by CATF at 070400H September. Scheduled
waves ONE through FOUR loaded and assembled as planned., At 070625H wave ONE
consisting of ten LVI®s with infantry troops embarked crossed the LOD., As

fire on GREEN Beach were lifted wave ONE touched down at H plus 2, 070702H;
followed by wave TWO at H plus 8; wave THREE at H plus 30 and wave FOUR at H
plus 50. Beach preparation fires proved effective and no opposition was
encountered on GREEN Beach during the assault landing. "Land the helicopter
borne landing force" was signaled at 070730H. L~Hour was initially scheduled
for 0800H, however, as the time for the first helicopter wave launeh approached
visability was reduced to less than 500 yards by heavy rain squalls, (In view
of poor and often times hazardous weather conditions in the AOA L-Howr was
delayed,) By O0830H visability has improved to the point that air prep fires
for designated helicopter landing zones could proceed. Landing zone air
preparations for helicopter wave ONE was completed by 0900H and hellcopter
wave ONE touched down in LZ QUAIL at L plus 62, 070902H. One infantry company
was alr lifted to LZ QUAIL until completion at 1025H, Meanwhile, NGF ard air
preparation of LZ EAGIE was accomplished, Preparation fires were lifted from
1Z EAGLE and at 1037H helicopter insertion of an additional company of infantry
was commenced., Preparation fires on LZ QUAIL and EAGIE proved effective and
no enemy fire was observed during the helicopter assault, By 071300H the
surface and air scheduled ship to shore movement was completed, Southern
Landing Force troop movements to initial objectives overland were met with only
light enemy resistance during S-Day. During this operation sensors were used
for the first time by any ARG/SLF team. The G=3 Special Projects Branch III
MAF was most cooperative aml eager to have ARG/SIF ALFA participate in sensor
utilization. Consequently they trained fifteen persons from the ARG/SLF ALFA
and BLT 1/26 Staffs and provided MINISIDS, PSIDS and PORTABLE MINISIDS at
known VC/NVA crossing sites and the PSIDS were employed to provide security
for CP's and to enhance the effectiveness/security of night patrols and ambushes,
Briefly it can be said the devices were effective, worked well and were
considered a definite asset by the CO, BLT 1/26, See enclosure (10),
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f. Embarkation of Northern Landing Forces. While maintaining continued
support by surface movement over GREEN Beach and by helicopter 1ift direct
to field positions for the Southern Landing Force, TG 76,4 ships embarked RLT-2
ROKMC. Embarkation was accomplished by helicopter movement and over the
beach from an area designated embark beach, in the vicinity of the SECOND ROKMC
BDE Command Post about 20 miles northwest of GREEN Beach, Embarkation was
completed in four hours. Following embarkation shipboard/amphibious operations
familiarization training was conducted for ROKMC troops. On D-Day minus one
(11 SEP) a rehearsal ship to shore movement was conducted utilizing embark
beach for the rehearsal. Time schedules for the D-Day assault landing were
verified and pre D-Day briefings were conducted,

D-Day Assault Operations/Ship to Shore Movement Northern Landing Force,

ge

In the early morning of D-Day (12 SEP), while TG 76.k« ships maintained holding
stations in the seaward AOA and continued support far the Southern Landing
Force, a pre-dawn clandestine beach survey was conducted by ARG ALFA UDT in

the same manner as at GREEN Beach prior to the S=Day assault., See enclosure
(5). ARG BRAVO (TG 76.5) in support of ARG ALFA maneuvered to an offshore
position about eight miles south of RED Beach, From O400R teo 0725H ARG BRAVO
conducted a turn away demonstration landing in an effort to deceive and delude
the enemy into believing that a landing would be conducted in an area to

the south of the initial assault, See enclosure (12). At 0715H CATF signaled,
"land the heliborne landing force®, At 0730H CATF signaled, "Land the waterborne
landing force®™. Air dropped ordnance was used to prepare LZ SPARROW/DOVE and
was completed just prior to first helicopter wave touchdown in the northern
AOA. Initial helicopter waves were not opposed, USS TAUSSIG (DD 746) provided
naval gunfire preparation fires in the RED Beach assault area and was lifted
two minutes prior to touchdown of the first surface assault wave, consisting
of ten IVT®s with infantry embarked, Succeeding scheduled waves; TWO at H
plus. 8, THREE at H plus 30 and FOUR at H plus 50 followed wave ONE and all
touchied down near RED Beach center, During the approach of surface wave ONE
enemy fire from an unknown location in the nature of rocket propelled

grenades were directed toward the BGC (LCPL) preceding wave ONE. No hits were
received and all rounds fell short., As the Northern Landing Force moved inland.
from the beach moderate enemy fire was received., While attempting to flee

the central portion of the AOA large numbers of VC suspects were captured by
advance ROKMC troops. By 121200H all assault and support troops for the
Northern Landing Force were moved ashore and overland movement to initial
objectives was proceeding as scheduled, BLT THREE from the SECOND ROKMC BDE,
Jocated in the western portion of the northern AQ, shifted operational control
to Commander Northern Landing Force at 121230H, :

ho Logistic Support Operations., Following S=Day and D-=Day amphibious

agsault ngsD ALFA/TG 76,4 continued support over RED and GREEN beaches,
Bulk gasoline and diesel fuels plus fresh water were supplied by USS WHETSTONE
aend USS COLONIAL from bulk storage facilities in respective ships. TG 764
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ships transported palletized supplies direct from the force logistics command
in Danang to the GREEN Beach area for resupply of equipment/supplies expended
by BLT 1/26, This procedure was used to maintain best possible readiness
posture. During the operation, ARG ships were periodically replenished with
fuel, ammunition, and food supplies by underwsy replenishment and vertical
replenishment from supporting service force ships. Dairy products were
replenished from facilities in Danang as operations permitted. All USMC
casualties were helicopter lifted from field positions to the IWO JIMA.

ROKMC casualtlies were heloed direct to Naval Hospital Danang except night
emergencies were heloed to IWO JIMA., Most civilians captured/detained during
the operation were transported by amphibious assault craft from the GREEN and
RED beach areas tc the mouth of Cua Dai River where they were transferred to
Coastal Group 14 river boats for up river movement to a Combined Holding and
Interrogation Center south of Hoi An, maintained by Quang Nam Province
officials,

i, Termination. On 19 September commencing at W-Hour (190700H SEP) BLT
1/26 (Southern Landing Force) was tactically withdrawn from the southern AO.
Withdrawal was completed at 191310H September. RLT-2 ROKMC,. when firmly
established ashore and by mutual consent between CATF and Commander Northern:
Landing Force, shifted operational control to CG SECOND ROKMC BIE at 191700H
September for continued operations in the northern AO. At 19170CH the ADA
was dissolved and Operation DEFIANT STAND terminated. ARG ALFA departed the
area and prepared to offload BLT 1/26 on 20 September,

4, (C)/Statistical Summary. Following are the significant statistical results
of combat action in the ACA during Operation DEFIANT STAND. More detailed
statistics are included in enclosures attached,

a, Friendly Casualties,

(1) Non=Combat "U%Q ;le!_g !%%A’é

(2) Combat (WIA) 49 (1 USN) 5 54 (1 USN)
(3) Killed in Action 5 i 6 (1 USN)
(4) Died of Wounds 0 i 1

be Enemy Casualties/Losses ard Equipment Captured,

(1) KIA i 250 294
(2) WIA 1 0 1
(3) POW 6 2 8
(4) Detained 923 1952 2875
(a) VC Infrastructure i i0 11
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(b) VC Sympathizer ) 68
(e) Civil Defender ? 19 26
| (d) Innocent Civilian 913 1855 2768
(e) Returnees i 0 1
(£) Chieu Hoi i 0 1
(5) Individual Weapons i 117 118
(6) Crew Served Weapons o 3 3
c. Helicopter Operations HMM 265 and USS IWO JIMA
(1) Sortiea; 2105 i27 2232
(2) Tasks 333 27 360
(3) Pgssengers Carried 4402 L8 4850
(4) MEDEVACS 88 19* 107+
N #(12 ROKMC to NSA Danang Hospital)
{5) Cargo Carried (Tons) 171.0 19,2 190,2
(6) Hours Flown 491,0 40,7 531.7
d. Augmenting Air Support Fixed Wing and Helicopter (FIRST MAW and HMM 164)
(1) Sorties i3 446 459
(2) Tasks : b 53 57
(3) Passengers Carried 0 1068 1068
(4) MEDEVACS 0 2 2
(5) Cargo (Tons) 0 310,1 310,1
(6) Hours Flown 14,3 223,0 237.3
5, (C) Conclusions.

a, Operation DEFIANT STAND was planned and conducted in accordance with
current operation plans, orders, and amphiblious doctrine, Logistic support
and augmenting forces supplied by other SEVENTH Fleet and in-country units
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was adequate to meet the requirements for this operation., The mission and
objectives specified by COMSEVENTHFLT ard CG, III MAF were successfully
accomplished, Although the employment of the Republic of Korea Marine Corps
in this operation marked their first combat assault landing in 19 years, the
Korean Forces were found to be competent planners, highly motivated and
trained, well disciplined and eager to participate, Their superb profession-
alism contributed in good measure to one of the most successful employments
of the Amphibious Ready Group technique in recent history.

b. The following significant "FIRSTS"™ were achieved in Operation
DEFIANT STANDs

(1) First ROKMC amphibious assault operation in RVN.

(2) First USN/USMC/ROKMC combined amphibious assault since the Korean
conflict (19 years ago).

(3) First time a single ARG has simultaneocusly embarked assault troops
ard equipment while remaining in combat support of forces actually engaged
ashore,

(4) First time SENSORS were employed by an ARG/SLF team in an Amphibious
Objective Area,

d. B. RANDOLPH
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TE

TE

TU
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T6. 4

76.4.0

T6.4.0.1

T6.4.0.2

76.4.0.3

76.4.0.4

T6.4.0.5

T6.4.0.6

T6.4.1

76.4.2

TASK ORGANIZATION

Amphibious Ready Group ALFA

USS IWO JIMA (LPH- 2)

USS WASHBURN (LXA 108)

USS COLONIAL (LSD 18)

USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27)

USS WASHTENAW CTY (LST 1166)
SURGICAL TEAM ALFA

TACRON TWELVE DET ALFA

BJU ONE TEAM TWELVE DET FOXTROT
ACU ONE DET ALFA

BMU ONE DET ALFA TWO

UDT TWELVE DET ECHO

DECLASSIFIED

CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, USN
COMPHIBRON THREE

Command and Speclal Operation Unit CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, USN

Flegship Element

USSs IWO JIMA (LPH 2)

Tactical Alr Control Element
TACRON 12, DET ALFA

Beach Reconneissance Element
UDT TEAM 12, DET ECHO
SpeciaIIOperations Flement

BJU ONE, TEAM 12, DET FOXTROT
Transport Area Defense Element

USS COLONTAL (LsDh 18)
USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27)

Naval Beach Party Element
BMU 1 DET ALFA ?

Naval Gunfire Support-Unit
USs TAUSSTG (DD ThA)
Transport Unit

UsSs IW0 JIMA (LPH 2)

USS WASHBURN (LKA 108)

USS COLONIAL (LSD 18)

UsSS WHETSTONE (L8D 27)
USS WASHTENAW CTY (LST 1166)

DECLASSIFIED

COMPHIERON THREE

CAPT M. M. CASEY, Jr., USN
CO, USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2)

LTC . D. A. MCCOOLE, USA .
OIC TACRON 12, DET ALFA

LTJG J, M, HOWARD, USNR
0IC, UDT Y2, DET ECHO

LTJG A. C. REYNOLDS. USNR
0IC, BJU 1, TEAM 12,
DET FOXTROT

CDR D, F. HART, USN
€O, USS COLONIAL (LSD 18)

ENS G. I. ARMSTRONG, USNR
0IC, BMU 1, DET ALFA 2

CDR R. E. ADLER '
CO, USS TAUSSIG. (DD Th6)

CAPT J. B. RANDOLPH, USN
COMPHIBRON THREE

Enclosure (1)
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T 76.4.3

TU 76.4.4

TU 76.4.5

TG 79.4

DECLASSIFIED

Carpgo Unit
0S5 UASIIMIRN (ILRA 108)
Wntefborne Control Unit

USS COLONTAL (18D 18)
USS WHET3TONE (LSD 27)

Heliborne Control Unit

USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2)

Special Landing Force(7-165EP)
Southern (17-195EP)
BLT 1/26

HMM 265

Northern Landing Force

RLT
RLT-2 SECOND ROKMC BDE

CAPT R.R, REMALDI, USM
€N, TOS DACITIMN (LEA 10F)

cCDR D.F, HART, USNH
€0, USH COLONIAL (LSD 1R)

CAPT M.M. CASEY, Jr., UON
€O, USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2)

COL W.C. DOTY, USMC
COL C.W, BOYD, USMC
CO, SLF ALFA

LTCOL J.C. GOODIN, USMC
LTCOL R.F. GRAY, USMC

COL KOH, KWONG S00, ROKMC
Chief of Staff 2nd ROKMC BDR

Fnelosure (1) .
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4. CTG 79.4 {COMMANDER SLF ALFA) EMBARKED IN USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2) DESIGNATED
CORMMANDZR LANDING FORCE (CLF)OF SOUTHERN LANDING FORCE FOR USMC OPS., CHIEF
OF STAFF 2ND ROKMC BDE EMBARKED IN IWO JIMA (LPH 2) DESIGNATED CLF NORTHERN
LANDING FORCE FOR ROKMC nps,
5. COMAAND RELATIONSHIP IAW PARA 3X (2) AND (3) OF REF A, WHEN UNITS OF
SECOND ROKMC BDE ARE FIRMLY ESTABLISHED ASHORE AND AT A TIME MUTUALLY ACREEAPLE
TO CATF AND CLF NORTHERN LANDING FORCE, ONE RLT OF 2ND ROKMC BDE WILL CHOP
DIRECTLY TO CS 2ND ROKMC BDE,
6. COMUSMACV WILL PROVIDE ANTI-INFILTRATION/FXFILTRATION PATROL CRAFT FPOR
THIS OPERATION AND WILL PROVIDE CAS AND OTHER SUPPORT AS AGREED UPON wrm ‘CATF
IAW PARA 1B(l) OF REF A.
7. THE AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA (AOA) WILL BE PROMULGATED BY SEPARATE IIBSSAGE_.
8. NICKNAME FOR THIS OPERATION WILL BE DEFIANT STAND WITH TENTATIVE S-DAY -
8 SEPT 69 AND D-DAY 12 SEP 69. S AND D DAYS AND H AND L HOURS TO BE DETERMINED
AND CONFIRMED BY CATF. WHEN ALL FORCES ARE PREPARED, CATF REPORT TO ORIG STATE
OF READINESS AND FINAL CONFIRMATION CONCERNING S AND D-DAYS, K AND L HOURS,
EXECUTE ON S AND D-DAY AT H AND L HOURS UNLESS OTHERWISE DIREC'I.‘ED. REPORT EXEC-
CUTION TO ALCON.
9. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS.

A, WITHDRAWAL IAW ANNEX B TO REF A.

B. EXPECTED LENGTH OF OPN IS TWELVE DAYS.

C. S-DAY IS DAY FOR LANDING OF SLF ALFA IN SOUTHERN PORTION OF AOA AND
D-DAY IS DAY FOR LANDING OF ROCKMC IN NORTHERN PORTION OF AOA,
16, TERMIMATION TAW ANNEX B TO REF A, .
11. PUBLIC AFFAIRS TAW ANMTY V TO REF A,
12, DOWAGRADED TO CONFIDENTIAL 'TPON TERMINATION,
GP-4
BT -
2693

NRNNVV PRTT02325
024282

0 0412182 SEP 69

FM COMSEVENTHFLT

TO CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR
CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
CTF SEVEN STX

CTF SEVEN NINE
COMUSMAGY

CG III MAF

INFO CNO

cMC

CINCPAC

CINCPACFLT .
'COMNAVFORV
. COMPHIBPAC

CG FMFPAC.

CG FMFPAC (FWD)

CG. FIRST MAW

CG AMERICAL DIV

CG FIRST MARDIV

CTF OME OME FIVE

2 Enclosure (2)
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NNNNVV PUSN13364

123143 '

0 290052Z AUG 69

FM COMSEVENTHFLT

TO CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR
CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
CTF SEVEN SIX

CTF SEVEN NINE
COMUSMACV

CG III MAF

" "INFO CNO

oMCc

" CINCPAC

'CINCPACFLT

' COMNAVFORY
COMPHIBPAC

CG FMPPAC

' CG FMFPAC (FWD)
CG FIRST MAW

CG AMERICAL DIV
CG FIRST MARDIV
CTF ONE ONE FIVE

PAGE TWO RUHGSAF2693 SECRET .
CTF SEVEN THREE

CTF SEVEMN SEVEN

CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE

CTG SEVEN NINE PT THREE

CMDR SEVENTH AF

CG SECONMD POXMC BDE

ZEN/CTG SEVEM THREE PT FIVE

CTC ONE ONE FIVE PT ONE

CTG SEVENM ZFRO PT EIGHT

ZEN/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE

NAVCAMS WESTPAC '

NAVCOMMSTA WESTPAC

CTU SEVEN EIGHT PT ONE PT ONE

ET

SECRET

OPERATION DEFIANT STAND INITIATING DIRECTIVE (U)

A, MY OPLAN 101-69

B. NWP 22(B) :

1. SITUATION: CG III MAF HAS REQUESTED THE EMPLOYMENT OF AN ARG/SLF IN SUPPORT
OF OPERATIONS IN THE ICTZ. COMSEVENTHFLT WILL PROVIDE TG 76.4/79.4 AWND SUCH
OTHER FORCES AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THIS OPERATION. INITIATING DIRECTIVE IS FOR
PLANNING PURPOSES. THE OPERATION WHEN EXECUTED, WILL BE CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE
WITH REF A AND B. _

2. MISSION: COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE (CATF) CONDUCT A COMBINED SEARCH
AND CLEAR AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION EMPLOYING SLF ALFA AND ELEMENTS OF 2ND ROKMC

* BRIGADE AGAINST VC/NVA FORCES IN AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA IN QUANG NAM AND
QUANG TIN PROVINCE OF ICTZ OR OTHER OPERATIONS AS AGREED UPON WITH CGC III

MAF OR HIS DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE.

3. CTG 76.4 (COMPHIBRON 3) EMBARKED IN USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2) DESIGNATED CATF.
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PAGE TWO S ECRET
CTF SEVEN THREE - - -

CIF SEVEN SEVEN

CIG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE

CTG SEUEN NINE PT FIVE :

CTG SEVEN NINE PT THREE

CDR SEVENTH AF

CG SECOND ROKMC BDE

CTG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE

CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT OME

ZEN/CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT

ZEN/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE

CTU SEVEM EIGHT PT ONE PT ONE

ZEN/USS TAGSSIG

TG SEVEN STY PT FOUR

BT

SECRET

OPERATION DEFIANT STAND AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA (V)

A, COMSEWFWNTHFLT 290712Z AUG 69 NOTAL

B. CTG 76.% 060530Z SEP 69 PASEP

L. MODIFY KEF A TO REFLECT PRECISE DEFINITION OF AOA AS SET FORTH
PEF P.

GP-4

BT 5485 .

ZTTSZYUW RUBJSPAN726 2490710-SSSS--RHMMAFA RHMSMVA RUMELA
RUMLLIB RUMLMIARUMMGKA RUMLMPA RUHGIVD RUAOAJA RUMFSAA RHMCSDG.
ZNY S83E8

Z O 0607107 SFP 69

FM COMSEVENIESLY

TO RHMMAFA/CG II1 MAF

RHMSMVA /COMIISMACY

INFO PUMWLA/CG FIRST MARDIV

RUMLLIB/CG AMFRICAL DIV

RUMLMMA/CG FIRST MAW

RUMHAGKA/Cts SECOMD ROKMC BDE

PUMLMPA/CG FORLOGCMD

RUBGIVD/CTF SEVEN STX

RUACAJA/CTF SEVENM NINE

RUMFSAA/CTG SEVEM SIX PT FOUR

RUMFSAA/CTR SFVET NINE PT FOUR

RIMCSDPG/CTG ONE OME FIVE PT ONE

B"‘v

SECRET

REQUEST FOR CHANGE IN EMPLOYMEM' OF ARG/SLF ALFA (D)

A, CG 1II MAF 060412Z SEP 69

B, COMSEVENTRFLT 060558Z SEP 69 _

1. RECOMEIDATION SET FORTH REF A T0O ADVAFCE S DAY T0 7 SEPT APPROVED.
REF B MODIFYED INITIATIFS DYRECTIVE FOR OP! DEFIANT STAND Acconbmcu.

GP-4
BT
0726
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OTTSZYIW RUYPXXG2108 2470540-SSSS-~RUHJSPA RUYPSYD RUAOAJA RUYPSYE
RUMLLIB RUYPSYF RUMHGK RUMLPAA RUYPBYM RUMFSAA mcsnc

ZNY 8SSSS ZYO RUMFSHH ‘

O P 0405302 SEP 69

FM CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR

TO RCHJSPA/COMSEVENTHFLT

INFO RUYPSYD/CG III MAF
ZEN/CTF SEVEN SIX

RUAOAJA/CTF SEVEN NINE
RUYPSYE/CG FIRST MARDIV
RUMLLIB/CG AMERICAL DIV
RUYPSYF/CG FIRST MAW

RUMHGK /CG SECOND ROKMC BDE
RUMLPAA/CTF ONE ONE FIVE
RUYPBYM/CTS SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT
RUMFSAA/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE
RHMCSDG/CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT ONE
ZEN/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR

ZEN/TG SEVEM SIX PT FOUR

RUMFSAA/USS TAUSSIG

BT )

SECRET

OPERATION DEFIANT STAND

PAGE 2 RUYPXXGZIOB SECRET
AMPLIFYING INFO CONCERNING AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA (C)
A. COMSEVEN'WFLT 290052Z AUG 69 (NOTAL)
B. COMSEVENTHFLT 290712Z AUG 69 (NOTAL)
1. (S) DURING COORDINATION CONFERENCES BETWEEN CTG 76 4/79 4
AND REPS G ITIT MAF, CG 2ND ROKMC BDE, CG FIRST MARDIV AND CG'
AMERICAT. DIV THE PRECISE DEFINITION OF THE AOA FOR SUBJ OPERATION
HAS BEEN MUTUALLY AGREED UPON AS FOLLOWS:
A. CEAWARD AQA: AN AREA ENCOMPASSED ON THE NORTHWEST RY A LINE
DRAWN 050 DEC TRUE FROM BT 096680/9 FOR A DISTANCE OF FIFTEEN
MILES., ON THE SOUTHEAST BY A LINE DRAWN 050 DEG TRUE FROM BT
 292391/6 ¥OR A DISTANCE OF FIFTEEN MILES AND ON ‘TTIE NORTHEAST
BY A 1.TNE CONNECTING THE SEAWARD END OF THE NORTHWEST AND SOUTH
EAST POUNDARIES, THE SURFACE AREA OF THE OFFSHORE_ISLANDS IS
EXCLUDED.
B. LAWDWARD A0A: THAT LAND AREA ENCOMPASSED BY A LINE DRAWN
TAROUGH THE FOLLOWING GRID COORDINATED AND GEOGRAPHICAL, TERRAIN
FEATURES (ALL GRID COORDINATES 8T) AT THE SOUTH CHINA SEA FROM
220576/2, SW ALONG THE CUA DAY RIVER TO 172542/1. SW TO 165532/2,
. ™) 160530/5, WEST TO 150530/4, SW TO 145523/0 SOUTH TO 144513/%,
SW TO 133505/7, SOUTH FOLLOWING THE 'SONG LYLY RIVER TO 146460/1,

PAGE 3 RUTPXXG2108 SECRET
SETO V75443/4. NE TO THE TROUNG GIANG RIVER AT 220460/4 THENCE
NE ALOKG CURVING TRAIL TO SHORE LINE AT 243480/1. THE LANDWARD
ADA WILL BE SUBDIVIDED INTO THE NORTHERN AO AND THE SOUTHERN
AD BY A LINE DRAWR THROUGH THE FOLLOWING GRID POINTS (ALL BT)

4 Enclosure (2)
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~ ~
BEGINNING n~ ~¢ ~~ 7 7¥1¥ RIVER AT 144480/1, EAST ALONG THE 48
GRID LINE voreve min DROVINCIAL BOUNDARY AT 156480/4,
NE AT7n7 © "7 183500/7 EAST TO 190503/8, TO
5005065, 5. . ..32320/3 TO 220523/4, THENCE EAST
TO JUNCTIOH oI ~° 77" I, "'UNDARY WITH SOUTH CHINA SEA,

C. AIR SPACE: 77147 AIR SPACE OVER THE LANDWARD AND SEAWARD AOA
FROM @ T0 75 ~n" =~ =23 FREE AIR TRANSIT WILL BE GRANTED FROM

7,008

D, THE W0 “ 5t THE LANDWARD AOA IS ASSIGNED TO COM-
MANDER T.AET et FOR ROKMC OPERATIONS AND THE
SOUTHERY o ff 7O COMMANDER LANDING FORCE (SOUTR)

FOR USMC 7~
2. (C) RiIE . 2 MODIFIED TO REFLECT DEFINITION OF
AOA AS 'U 7' PLANNING CONFERENCES,
GP-4
BT
2108
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n.«w.a nrot 1nd1cction fron cc, III !m" thlt m l-phibtmu‘
" operation was’ eontcnpllted in tho naar future.

| CTG 76.4/79.4 .taff rcpruontutvu sttended dombined: p],iunl

conference with representatives III MAP end smoun ROKNC BDE at
SICOND ROKHC BDE HQ

 26_AUG ‘_9_92 |
' 0930H - CTG 79.4 and CTG 76.4 representatives conducted liaioon ym: te 'v
Concr o 111 MAF eoncerning impending combined UMIROKI‘: onuttoa.

1300H - Representatives from SECOMD ROKMC BDE visited IWO JINA (Lﬂ! 2) for -

familisrization shipboard facilities.
ZZ'M‘ 1969 '
0015!1 Received CG III HA? propoul te cmlsxvxmm:r !or srncors.w
- 02301! - Received coussvnmm.'r coneurtom ‘for employment ARG/’L! Aln.. j
_ . 1802H - Requested assignment I!G!S 5"/38 Db from CTV 70. 8 9

oosou = Request submitted to CG III MAP tor urul rocomuiounec of
oo proposed AOA. -

0930H - CTG 79.4 .ubuumd request to cc II1 MAF for BLT 1/26 aug-mqu |
' units; interpreters, interregation tl-l, ,seeut dog teems: !nd
Kit Carson Scouu.

" J000H - CTG 76.4/CTG 79.a and staff members conferred with CG III MAF umf
’ concerning operltion.

1947H - CTG 79.64 submitted request to CC III HA! for BLT 1/26 nguntiug
ST equipment, LVT 'rank rotrhvor and cravler cuuo.

v’

| zoozﬁ Subnitted mpuiying i.nf.or-ation to cmsxvmm-r for inituting
Sl directive. 1

) :
KRR
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29 AUG 1969

1345H - Received initiqﬁing directive from COMSEVENTHFLT nicknaming
. the operation DEFIANT STAND and designating CTG 76.4 as CATF:

CTG 79.4 as Commander Southern Landing Force and CG SECOND ROKMC

BDE as Commandetr Northern Landing Force.
31 AUG 1969
0001H - USS COLONIAL (L8D 18) joined TG 76.4

0851H - CNO ADM Thomas A. MOORER and party including COMSEVENTHFLT
and CTF 76 visited ARG ALFA.

1 SEP 1969

2042H - Request for combat air Support submitted to CG III MAF/CG FIRST
MAW. :

ARG ALFA maneuvered to position south of Danang from Typhoon
DORIS evastion.

2 SEP 1969

0800H ~ ARG ALFA returned to OPAREA to seaward of Danang from typhoon
evasion.

1000H - CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 staff representatives conferred with CG III
MAF and CG SECOND ROKMC BDE staff concerning operation.

3 SEP 1969

¥

0900H - CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 and CG III MAF conducted planning liaison meeting

with CG SECOND ROKMC BDE.

' 0905H - USS WASHTENAW CTY (LST 1166) joined TG 76.4 and USS CLEVELAND
(LSD 7) departed TG 76.4 for duty as CIF 76 Flagship.

‘4 SEP 1969

1500H ~ Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Manpower and Reserve Affairs),

Honorable James D. HITTLE, visited ARG ALFA, :
5 SEP 1969 ’

0930H = CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 staff representatives conducted liaison
planning visit with CG II1 MAF representatives concerning
operation. NOTAM request submitted to COMUSMACV and DIRECTOR
TACC SEVENTH AF. : ,

1000H - CO, BLT 1/26 and SLF ALFA representatives made aerial reconnai
of proposed landward AOA. T

1330H ~ CTF 76/CTF 79 visited ARG ALFA for brief concerning operation,

-2 . Enclosute'(B)
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1917H - CATF (CTG 76.4) conﬂr-cd D-Day and readinesa to conduct the

Q715H = CATF directed "land the heliborme landing force".

0805-0820!! - Conducted ur prep LZ QUAIL.

0902H - CHARLIE Company landed in LZ QUAIL. (L-Hour as delayed by CATE)

- 1037H - Commenced inaeruon of DELTA Conpluy in LZ EAGL!.

DECLASSIFIED
L2 N

CONFIDENTIAL : -

0930H, - CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 and staff rapresentatives conducted fimsl
pre-operation vipit to CG III MAF and conducted lisison vult
to province otﬂ.c:iah headquarters in 'r.n Ry.

1010-1100H - RADM F, B, ‘VORI‘ (MC). CINCPACFL'I Medtcal Officer," vistced 51’."0
: JIMA, - b
1200- Notified S-Day uo be 7 vt ce § scptnbcr. ‘ '
16004 - Conducted pre-opﬁrauon briefing for ARG ALFA unu co-andcn
onboard flagohi.p in Danang. N

operation
R

1. 8¥P 1969 - (8-Day - usuc operauonl co-.nec)
0001H - WHETSTONE assumed duties of UDT control oh!.p.

0100H - WHETSTONE eutcrod AOA to eonducc uDT clnnduum beach survey oi!
GREEN Beach.: UDT operated from PBR provided by CTG 115.1°

0100-0400H - ' CLEVELAND conducted false UDT beach purvoy in support of
S-Day operltions.

04005 - CATF directed "lnnd the uaterborne landl.ng force."

0501H - CATF confirmed H and L hours.:- -

0645-0654H - TAUSSIG conducted NGF prep GREEN Beach and beach support ares.
o

0650-0705H - (:onducted' sixr prep of GREEN Beach and beach support area.

0702H - Wave ONE (10 1¥T's) carrying ALFA and BRAVO Compénies ‘touched Jm.

0745-0759!! - TAUSS1G conducted NGF prep LZ QUAIL,

0800K - CATF directed L—Hour be delayed due to heavy rain lq\lllllo

0917-0929H - TAUSSIG conducted NGF prep LZ EAGLE,
1015-1032H - Conducted air prep LZ EAGLE.

1025H - Completed helicopter 1nsertion o£ GHARI.IB Coupany in Lz QUAIL.

r . Enclosure (3) &
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1217H - Cmpl.eted helienpter insertion of DELTA Cmeny in L2 BACLE,
1217!! Lendieg of all lhuult ele-ente co-pleted. ‘

12200 - Commenced helo tmertion of BT 1/26 Command Group vicinity of

GREEN Beach., '

.~ 1300H - Cenpleted uuetgion of B‘l..'l.' 1/26 connend Group. Seheduled ehlp

shore movement qonplete.
00011! - ARG ALFA contimlld support of BLT 1/26 uhore. o
130011 CTF 76 visited c'm 76.4 and C'I'G 79 & for plennleg/liel.eon.»

2 SEP 1969

0001H - ARG ALFA continued support of BLT 1/26 ashore.
' 0900H - Commsnced embark of RLT 2, SECOND ROKMC BDE aboard ARG .Mp. by

assault craft and helicopters !tom vicinity SECOND nonr. BDI
comend Post. (GR‘ID BT 136626). :

| 09301! CTG 79 4 vieited CG,.III MAF for, plannipg endjlleuon.

1300!! TAUSSIG teamed frou PARICUTIN. "

* "";o §n 1969

OOOI.H ARG ALFA continued support of BLT 1/26 uhore.

08001! Commenced -hipbmrd emphibious operetione fntliertutlon tretlxeg

~ onboard ARG shipe for RLT 2 ROD!:

' 083011 - CG SECOND ROR}!: BDE vigsited CTG 76. a/cm 79. 6/R'L‘1' 2 ROKMC fbt T

" briefing/ liailon

08551!“ WASHBURRI’HHETSTONE/TAUSSIG refueled end received fleet frei.ght
.. .. MANATEE. :

IOOOH TABSSIG rearned from PARICUTIN. S B

1325 -1800H - wuz-rsmuxmasmm CTY conducted IRREP" Dlnang and loaded

BLT 1/26 resupply.

11 SEP 1969 o
OOOIH"- ARG ALFA contiq;aed support BLT 1/26 ashore.

, Enclosure (3)
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PEE INO JIMA conducted helicoptef e'b %#*;p

RLI 2 ROKMCo
}?ISH - CT6 76.4/CTG 79. 4/RLT 2 ROKMC hosted Repu
: " to RVN, CG III MAP, CG ARVN ICTZ RVN 65

bgg; of foce

0800-1800H - WASHBURN conducted INREP Danang and 10-10d ;L* }/zg f%iﬁﬂ?§" s

"ﬂ

0630 - TG 76.4. conducted surface ship to ahore moveman o 3 g@ﬂ
| E%%‘l@

ce SECOND ROKMC noz and com’u:nrottsm

ZQSOH - CATF confirmed D-Day and readiness to conquct thq °P%§5E&3W' : ! }%é

12 SEP 1969 ‘ T 3"’
?QO}H - ARG ALFA contlnued support of BLT 1/26 ‘?h??%‘

Qfldﬂ . pg; conducted clandestine check lurvcy og R%% mwm a ;ggg ggﬁ &kg %

0500 0745H - CTG 76.5 with ARG BRAVO conductod deception D © 53§;T
.Barrier Island south of the AOA 1n“iu§§6f . ﬁ&,;.

1‘ .‘

0715H - CATF directed ”land the heliborne lnnd1n§ forcoqw T

i Fifd

OZSOH - CATF directod 'land the waterborpg‘y_nqgng force

L TR

0730H - Korea: Ambassador to RVN, Honotable, SHﬁN Snn 
VICE CG ROKF-F, CG 1II MAF, GG $ECON %

Task Gioup shlps to observe the’ ROKMC 1&:‘id‘l.né‘“i

|
i 0752-0759H - Conducted air prep LZ SPARROW.
| ‘

080CH - Company 25 - 5/2 ROKMC landed LZ SPARROW.
0808-0824H - Conducted air prep LZ DOVE.
0825H - Compamy 26 - 5/2 ROKMC landed in LZ DOVii.
0917-0930H - TAUSSIG conducted NGF prep RED Beach. y
0905H - Company 27 - 5/2 ROKMC landed in LZ SPARROW. ' , )
0928H - Wave ONE (11-LVT's) carrying RLT 2/2 ROKMC landed at RED Beach. |
(H-Hour minus 2 minutes) bR
11005 - Landing of all assault elements completed. S ;
1300H - TAUSSIG rearmed from VIRGO,
13 SEP 1969

0001H - ARG ALFA continued support of BLT 1/26 GPdTEHIEZgRQK#Gfﬁ!HQﬁﬁe
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093011 .-ARVN. €G :1CTZ,. CG - III MAP and c/s 111 MAF visited CTG 76.A/cm 79.4
..for brief. :

12508 - COI.DNIAL/WHETS'I’ONE/TAUSSIG conducted VERTREP with NIAGARA !'ALLS

) ;'130011 -.CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 conducted liniaon visit to xn MAF.

14 SEP 1969

v "'OOOIH - ARG ALFA continued support of BLT 1/26 sod RLT-2 ROKMC.ashore.

' 0810H - CG SECOND RORM: BDE aboard Flagship for visit with RLT 2 SECOND

ROKMC BDE,

1500 - COMNAVCOM, RADM F. J, FITZPATRICK, and party and CTG 76 visited
Flagship for communications briefinga by CTG 76.4/C0, TWO JIMA,

" 1900H - COLONIAL/TAUSSIG refueled from CHIPOLA. |

15 SEP 1969 -

0601]! - ARG ALFA continued s\;pport of BLT 1/26 'and RLT-2 ROKMC ashore, ,
1300H - TAUSSIG rearmed from VIRGO and conducted VERTREP with CAMDEN, .
0830-1800H - WHETS'M)NF in Danang for INREP and loading of BLT 1/26 resupply.
11‘30H = CTIG 76.5 visited CTG 76. 4 for brief on operation.

1330H - CT6 79.4 conmducted liaison with III MAF and FIRST MARDIV. -,

16_SEP 1969 |

O00lH - ARG ALFA continued. support BLT 1/26 and RLT-2 ROKMC ashore. |

0900H - CG SECOKD ROKMC BDE visited CTG 76.4/CTG ?9.4/RLT 2 ROKMC for brief.

17 SEP 1969

0001H - ARG ALFA continued support BLT 1/26 and RLT-.2 ROKMC ashore.

11101 - COL C. W, BOYD, Jr., USMC relieved COL V. C. DOTY, Jr., usuc as
Commander SLF ALFA/C‘TG 79.4.,

15000 - CTG 79.4 conducted liéison visit to III MAF FIRST MAW and FIRST MARDIV.
1600-1900H - COLONIAL/WASHBURN conducted INREP in Danang.

17004 - COLONIAL offloaded portion of BLT 1/26 vehiclea in Danang not
required for operatiom.:: - .
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18 SEP 1969

0001H - ARG ALFA continued support of BLT 1/26 and RLT-2 ROKMC-ashore.

0800-1800H - WASHBURN/COLONIAL in Danang for offload selective BLT 1/26
equipment for overland movement to BLT 2/26 field positions.

0830H - TAUSSIG refueled from GUADALUPE.

0900H - Backloaded selective elements of BLT 1/26 to COLONIAL/WASHTENAW CTY/
WHETSTONE. :

0930H - CTG 76.4/CTG 79.4 conducted liaison/planning visit with CG IIT MAP
represent atives concerning withdrawal and offload of BLT 1/26.

1230H - RLT- 2 ROKMC Commander and Staff departed IWO JIMA.for rélocation in

northern AOA ashore.
19 SEP 1969
0001H - ARG AL¥A contiuuwed support of BLT 1/26 and RLT-2 ROKMC .ashore.

0700H - Commenced tactical withdrawal BLT 1/26 equipment by surface and
helicopter movement.

0800-1800H - WASHBURN continued offload BLT 1/26 equipment in Denang
for relosation to nev field position,

Translerved COMSFC Team THO to NFW ORLFANS.

0900H -

1319H - Comoleted tactical withdrawal of BLT 1/26.

17004 - TAUSSIG chopped to OPCON CTH 70.8.9

17004 - RLY~? PBORMG chopped £TCGON .C5 SECOND. ROKNEC BDE.

17004 - Dissnlved the ADA, terminated Operation DEPJANT STAND and all

units departed the arca in preparation for offloading BLT 1/26.
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i 2 vgumst 1969 while £TG 76.4/79.4 vere conducting: rwt:ln
III MAF staff personnel the Commanding General's 1d¥a&
ot s combined ROKMC/USMC a.mphibious assault operation wvas 1n1tillly

'Wﬁﬁts"f-?’i TE by

(c) fn 29 August 1969, CG, III MAF requested and rcceivod l.ppmn.l
,mﬁg; gv 4Bployment of ARG/SLF ALFA from COMSEVENTHFLT. Simultaneously
ECOND ROKMC BDE assigned RLT-2 a8 the ROKMC assault forces in the
24 M“&@ gombined operation. .The proposed operation was to conduat
& search and clear operation to return an area located on Northern
Barrier Island in the Quang Nam and Quang Tin Provinces to normal
rce under the accelerated.pacification progrem. . This area is RS
4 about 16 miles lou'theut of Danang on the lauth sido of the lul I

3. (C) The initial planning conference was conducted 25 Augult vith !
representatives of CG SECOND ROKMC BDE and CG, III MAF plus the USMC '
Military Advisors to the SECOND ROKMC BDE at the SECOND ROKMC BDE

Headquarters, At this meeting the broad outlines of the ROKNC and L
USMC participstion in the combined operation wers discussed and & = -, ° i%
series of follow on planning conferences were scheduled. The dates
to commence the operation, total length, termination and command lnd
. .9084Eak Breblems yere discussed.. A fira understanding ves quickly
 yosobed that the Commander Northern Landing Force would b 00 m
ROXMC snd the Commander Southern lLanding Force would be CSLF ALFA

3 both serking in parallel with CkTF (CARG ALFA) during the pluming

: phas. and both reporting to CATF during the execution phase.

(€4, On 26 August the beginning of a series of planning conferences
comenced at the Headquarters SECOND ROKMC BDE. As this was to be the -
first smphidious assault operation for the ROKMC in Vietnam and further
the first: combined ROKMC/USMC amphibious assault since the Korean
War ended, meny .details were to be solved and much understand@ing was
to be required. Patience, cooperation, and appreciatjon for various
positione was the watchword. These planning conferences continued on
e dally, basis until 1 Beptember when ARG ALFA maneuvered to evade
Typhoon DORIS.. Returnlng to the Danang area on 2 September, planning
resumed at ﬁ.ll tilt. "Possibly the biggest single problem was the proper
scheduling, staging and embarking of the ROKMC personnel snd equipment
in ARG ALFA ships. This was further complicated as USS CLEVELAND
;(LPP 7) departed ARG ALFA on 3 Septembér to:become CTF 16.Flagship.’

"This of course meant reshuffling her load to two augmenting ARG ships. USS
COLONIAL (LSD 18) became an ARG ALFA member on 31 August and USS
o msumm COUNTY (LST 116) Joined the ARG on 3 .September.

o These conferences resulted in:

.8, Establishment of S-Day 8 September as the initial asgmt o

d&v for the s::uther'n Landing Force (SLF ALFA).

- T T T - —= _ATi I L A
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b. Establishment of D-Day 12 September as the initial assanlt
day for the Northern Landing Force (RLT-2 ROKMC).

, Qe Coordination of the scheme of meneuver for BLT 1/26 and
RLT-2 o .

i d. Location of friendly USMC/ROKMC/RVN Popular Forces/AMERICAL
DIV Forces and enemy units.

e. Designation of safe fire, no fire, and coordinated fire areas.

f. Coordination for control of artillery, naval gunfire and close
air support.

g Exchange of liaison personnel.

h. Delineation of communication requirements and location of equip-~

ment aboard ~ ships for RLT-2.
i. Producing a workable orderly Embark Plan for RLT-2..
J. Structuring assault craft/wave diagrams for RLT-2.
k. Scheduling embark day as 9 September for RLT-2.

1. Scheduling 10 September for shipboard traeining and familiar-
ization for RLT-2.

m. Scheduling 11 September as a full rehearsal day for ARG
ALFA/RLT-2. .

n. Selecting proper assault beaches and providing for check
surveys to be conducted.

o. Selecting a proper beach for Embark Day adjacent to the SECOND
ROKMC BDE Commend Post and accomplishing a full daylight survey to deter-
mine suitability. .

p. Establish procedures whereby ARG ALFA ships would be reim-
bursed for food costs during the period RLT-2 would be embarkedﬂ

q. Establishing a PSYOPS program.

v

r. Plans being formulated for BLT 1/26 to use sensors. A first
for ARG/SLF operations -ashore in an AOA.

s. Mutual support agreement by CTG 115.1 to provide WPB type
eraft for seaward exfiltration and NGFS support, and PCF type craft for

- river exfiltration and close fire support.

t. Airlift support agreements were made with CG FIRST MAW
representatives.

: Enclosure (4)
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5. (C) Prio» to'the planning phase ARG/SLF ALFA hosted CNO, "ADM MOORER'

and his party plus COMSEVENTHFLT, VADM BRINGLE and CTF 76, RADM ROSENBERG

for a visit aboard IWO JIMA, WHETSTONE and CLEVELARD on 21 August. This

was folloyed by a visit on h September from the Assistant Secretary of the
Navy (Manpower and Reserve Affairs) Honorable James D. HITTLE accompahied

by COMSEVENTHFLT. On 6 September,'the RAD-ml.ult .ddiy, ARGTALFAchbsted
a visit by CINCPACFLT Medical Officer, RADM F. B, VORIS (MC) in the AM and
conducted pre-assault day briefings in the PM,

6. (C) A formal final plamning conference with ARG/SLF ALFA was hosted by
CO, RLT-2 ROKMC at SECOND ROKMC BDE Headquarters 3 September 1969 with
representatives from CG IIL MAF, CG FIRST MAW and the USMC Military Advisors
to the SECOND ROXKMC BDE. Presentaxionn/discuslions were conducted by CA
and each Landing Force Commander. Tinal agreements wers reached as to co0¥=
dination/liaison and mutual support requirements were clarified. Mutual
agreements were made on the following: '

&. The Landward AOA, its outer perimeter, dividing boundary betweén
northern and southern sectors and a no fire segment.

b. Location of friendly forces operating. in the immediate. vicinity of
the ADA, a '

¢, Alr support requirements.

d. Prepositioning of one battalion of the SECOND ROKMC BDE to the west:
of the Northern Landing Force Commander's AOA.

e. Exchange of liaison officers inecluding the USMC Military‘Aditiﬁvik>

f. A beach support area would be established in the Southern sector
of the AOA at Red Beachi. Tn the Northern sector at Green Beach no. beach ,
support area was to be permanently established but-vould be activated by the
GREEN. Beach PCS as required.

g. Resupply support for BLT 1/26 would be via HMM 265 helicopter aboard
IWO JIMA and via assault craft over REIL Beach.

h. Resupply support for RLT-2 would be made utilizing FIRST MAW
assigned helicopters from in-country assets and by assault craft over
GREEN. Beach when required.

i. MEDEVACS - HMM 265 would provide all medevac helos and would _
transfer USMC casualties to IWO JIMA. ROKMC casualties would be flewn to-
Danang Hospital during deylight hours, but would be flown to IWO JIMA in-
the event of night emergencies, then transferred to Danang Hospital
vhensver their conditiqn would allow.
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70 (C) Planning for the Amphlblous Objective Area (AOA).

. 8. In establlshlng the AOA the follovlng general requirements were
considereﬂ

(1) Sufficient land area to provide for free movement and fire
support to prevent exfiltration.

(2) No fire area in vicinity of RVN Popular Force located in
extreme northeast tip of AOA.

- , (3) Locaticn of a mutually acceptable/supportable boundary between
USMC and ROKMC sectors of ‘the AOA. ‘

(L) Selecting a fire support area to permit the NGFS ships to have
clear gun target lines.

(5) Not to restrict normal coastal shipping in and out of Danang.
(6) Not to restrict normal air traffic in and out of Danang.
{r) Permit free air transit over 7000 feet above the AOA,

8. (C) CTU 70.8.9 provided naval gunfire support by assigning USS TAUSSIG
(DD Th6) fer the entire operation.

9., (C) CTG 115.1 provided youtine surveillance/exfiltraticn support along
the Song Cua Dal River and provided WPB craft in the seaward AOA for
exfiltraticon end NGFS purpo=os plus PCF provided UDT insertion sceuvity.

1G. {C) Ccordinaticn of air control was effected by direct liaison of ARG/
SLF ALFA staff representatives with the following agencies:

g. CG, III MAF

. b. CG, FIRST Maw
¢. €G, SECOND ROKMC BDE (USMC ANGLICO Platoon)
d. Horn DASC

11. (C) Sensors were used for the first time in en ARG/SLF ALFA amphibious
asseult operation during Operat:on’DEWIANT STAND. Prior to this operetion
15 persons (2 each from ARG/SLF ALFA staffs and 11 from BLT 1/26) were
provided in-country training by G-3, Special Projects Branch, III MAF at
the Hoa Cam Training Compound (ARVN training center). This same brench
obtained the sensors from the COMUSMACV storage facility at Cam Ranh
~ Bay. The BLT was issued 10 MINISIDS, 11 PSIDS, cne PORTATALE and extra
batteries. An installation for the PORTATALE was made aboerd IWO JIMA
for readout information The BLT implanted the MINISIDS on 8 September ™
at known/suspected VC/NVA crossing sites. The PSIDS were implanted to
provide security for CP's and to enhance the effectiveness/security of the
USMC night patrols ‘and ambushes. The rapid establishment of BLT 1/26 CP
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ashore and the short range line of sight capability indicated that the
PORTATALE could be more effectively used at the BLT CP. Briefly it cean
be said that these sensors/MINISIDS/PSIDS were effective, worked well
and were ccnsidered a definite asset by the CO BLT 1/26.

12. (C) CG III MAF at 1212H on 6 September recommended to COMSEVENTHFLT
that Operation DEFIANT STAND be advanced to commence on T September due

to an impending three day truce that would probably commence on 8 September.

ARG/SLF ALFA reported ready, requested that the NGFS and CAS be provided

" and that the NOTAM be released 24 hours earlier to meet the new S-Day.
COMSEVENTHFLT approved the recommended change at 1358H 6 September. The
necessary liaison was completed with all supporting commands by 1600H

and the pre-sail conference for ARG ALFA ships wa® held aboard IWO JIMA.
Each member of the ARG/SLF ALFA team responded in prompt "can do" manner -
& fine tribute to their professional flexibility and exceptional readiness
to conduct the operation.

13. (C) Coordination and cooperation was achieved at all levels of the
planning and execution phases of the operation by direct and personal
liaison of ARG/SLF ALFA and RLT-2 ROKMC staff representatives with
operating forces down to the company level. Prompt and effective liaison,
combined with understanding and patience, resulted in early resolution of
the many coordinated command decisions required in this the first USMC/
ROKMC combined amphibious operation to be conducted in the present
conflict in the Republic of Vietnam. The remarkable results achieved
through many hours of direct personal coordination were indicative of

the true amphibious professionalism with which each task was accomplished.
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INTELLIGENCE
1. (C) Intelligence preparation for Operation DEFIANT STAND was simplified
‘considerably by the fact that Operations DARING REBEL and BOLD PURSUIT were
conducted ih the area selected for the AOA in recent months. The intelligence
summaries and reports of activities for those two operations formed the
basis for i{ntelligence material disseminated to all concerned. All that
remained to be done to assemble a "complete {ntelligence package" was to
update order-of-battle information, select assault beaches based upon UDT
surveys and previous experience in the area, and update such variable data
as hydrography, astronomical data, and expected weather and surf conditions. .
All of this information was assembled, -processed and disseminated to all ‘ "
concerned in the form of a Joint CIG 76.4/79.4 Intelligence Summary issued
on 3 September 1969, -

2. (C) Aerial photography of the AOA was requested through III MAF (G-2,
Collections Branch) and two missions were flown in response to the request.
The first mission was flown on 29 August 1969 by the l4th Tactical
Reconnaissance Wing and the second flown on 4 September 1969 by Marine
Composite Reconnaissance Squadron ONE 6f FIRST MAW. The mission flown on

29 August was used by the III MAF Photo/Imagery Interpretation Center (P/IIC),
G-2 Collections Branch to provide the following: :

a. Photo mosaic of AOA,
b. Overlay of trail system within ﬁhe AOA (southern portion).

- €+ Overlay/study of helicopter landing zones in southern portion of ACA.
d. Overlay of enemy defenses within the AOA . .

The mission flown on 4 September provided large scale up-to-date photography

to BLT 1/26 of the area where blocking positions were to be established. In

addition, a photo mosaic of each company operating area was compiled by the

SLF S-2 and distributed to the compantes concerned. ROKMC RLT-2 was provided

two additional sets of prints of that portion of the miss{on which covered the T
area of the AOA assigned to RLT-2, SECOND ROKMC Brigade.  g%§

3. (C) Dissemination of initlal intelligence and all subsequent intelligence
received was complicated by the fact that two separate landing forces were
tnvolved in Operation DEFIANT STAND one of which was basically a non-English
speaking foreign organization., However, enough of the officers of the SECOND
ROKMC Brigade spoke English so that any problems that arose in that regard
were minor in nature and easily resolved. , .

4. (C) Operation DEFIANT STAND was somewhat unique in that two assault beaches ‘ th
within the AOA separated by a considerable distance were assaulted on g?
separate occasions by two separate landing forces. As in Operation BOLD i
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PURSUIT, it was decided early in the planning phase to use CIG 115.1 PCF's
‘a8 insertfon/recovery vehicles for UDT conducting check surveys of the v
assault beaches. Accordingly, CTG 115.1 made available one PCF during the
early morning hours of both S-Day (7 September) and D-Day (12 September)
for that purpose. Embarkation of UDT TWELVE Det ECHO was made from the. .
Rock Crusher Pier at Danang (coordinates 49P BT 077818) at about 2200H on
6 September for transport to and survey of GREEN Beach; and from USS .
..COLONIAL (LSD 18) located approximately 15°58'N 108925'E at about O000LH
on 12 September for transport to and survey of RED Beach. The first

check survey was accomplished without incident and verified the accuracy
of previous surveys. The second check survey, however, was intentionally U
aborted due to interference by a friendly unit. This occurred shortly R o
after embarkation of the UDT from COLONIAL at midnight on 12 September as ‘ C e
the PCF was approaching RED Beach. The Coast Guard WPB assigned from

CTG 115.1 for AOA security detected the PCF in the vicinity of the beach

and believing it to be an exfiltrating enemy craft, as had been detected

several times previously, closed to identify and intercept. Upon closing

sufficiently the WPB illuminated the PCF thus possibly compromising the

UDT mission. However, after, ‘ s

returning to COLONIAL, it was decided to try again and thus a second

attempt was tried about 0215H which was accomplished without further ’
incident. The successful accomplishment of clandestine check surveys of

each of the assault beaches once again proved the validity of using PCF's '
as UDT insertion/recovery vehicles in a combat enviromment. However, the .
inadvertent possible compromise of the UDT mission pointed out the

continuing importance of insuring that all concerned are aware of activities

affecting them and that the necessary coordination is accomplished,

5. (U) Overall weather support and forecasts were provided by the meteorology
unit on the flagship. Surf forecasts were requested from Fleet Weather
Central, Guam, utilizing the format contained in CTF 76 OpOrder 201-68.

Annex W, and proved to be accurate. '

6. (U) No EEl's other than those contained in CTG 76.4 OPLAN 101A-69,
Annex C, were imposed on subordinate units for collectien with the ' -
exception of determining beach data by UDT as mentioned above., All et
intelligence contained in the Joint Intelligence Estimate proved to be

accurate and comprehensive. .
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MEDICAL AND LOGISTICS
A. MEDICAL | ‘
&y (Cf The USS W0 JIMA was deslgﬁdted as the casualfy recelving f@é

ship for all V,8. Marines.

ROK Marine casualties were to be treated i

aboard WO JIMA only at night, while during daytime hours casualties were

to be taken to NSA Hospitsl, Danang.

(1) SURGICAL TEAM

(a) CDR J.J. RYSKAMP, JR. OINC

(b) LCDR R.F. AMBUR
(c) LCDR T.C. BROWN

(d) LT T.J. FAHEY

(e) ENS W.K. CARAWAY (NURSE ANESTHET1ST)

- (2) SHIP'S MEDICAL OFFICER

(f) 'JT Popc FAMR

(3) CLEARING PLATOON

(g) LT R.E. BATTMER

(h) LT R.P, KING

(4) BATTALION

(1) LT E. VONDERHEID

SURGEON

(5) FLIGHT SURGEON

(j) LT S.A, WILSON

b. (C) Most wounds were due to fragments and missiles.

Medical Officers on board consisted of:

e g e -

One ROK

Marine died of a missile wound traversing the chest and penetrating
Eventual death was

both sides of the diaphragm,
attributed to blood loss from the shattered liver.

stomach and the liver.

¢. (C) In the summary of major wounds as to site, many casualties
had multiple injuries and therefore only the principle wound s listed.

d. (C) Casualty Statistics

(1) BLOOD

(a) Units
{(b) Units
{c) Fresh
(d) Total
{e) Total
(£) Total

(g) Total.

fh) Total

on hand prior to the operation

received from NSA
blood donors

on hand

units x-matched
units transfused
ruits discarded

patients

x-matched

DECLASSIFIED
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20
139
40
22
0
7
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(1) Total patients trans fused 3'
(3) Transfusion reactions 0
+ (k) Returned to NSA on 13 September 10
(1) Returned to NSA on 20 September ‘ 107
' (m) Units remaining on hand 0
'p, (2) SUMMARY OF CASUALTY STATISTICS: T
‘ (a) TOTAL CASUALTIES RECEIVED 95

. Non-Combat 34
_ Wounded in Action (WIA)(Includes 3ROK's) 54
. Killed in Action (KIA) (Includes 1 ROK) 6
Died of Wounds (DOW) (1 ROK) 1

[ e

(b) NON-COMBAT CLASSIFIED

Bronchitis

Burns

Concussion
Contusions

Dental

Diarrhea

Fracture

FUO

9. Infection

10. Lesions of feet
11. Lacerattons

12. Perforated Eardrum
Puncture Wound

Rat Bite

. Possible Snake Bite
Sprains

. Warts

w|ol~lnlnl Wi

widjw
.« »

[
[=

D b e U O e e WD R W

[="
~§

(c) COMBAT CLASSIFIED

1. MISSILE WOUNDS R 31

a. Major (Includes 2 ROK's) 7
b. Minor (Includes 2 ROK's) 24

2. SITE OF MAJOR WOUNDS 'l

a. Upper Extremities
b. Lower Extremities
¢. Chest

o
NN W

3, FRACTURES

¢

a. Phalanges 2
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Fibula

b.
<. Humerus

-

. 4. NON-MISSILE WOUNDS

a, Burns (White Phosphorous)
b. Contusions
<. Psychogenic Sheck

-

(d) OPERATIVE CASES PERFORMED (INITIAL RX ONLY)

1. Major (1 ROK) 5
2. Minor (2 ROK) : 3

(e) MAJOR SURGICAL PROCEDURES
Debridement of Multiple Shrapnel Wounds 2

Debridement of Gunshot Wounds to Arm
and Ankle 1

I1of
. .

3. Debridement of Multiple Shrapnel Wounds
with Left Subtotal Orchiectomy & Repair .
of Avulsed Right Thumb 1
4. Open Thoracotomy & Bilateral Thoracostomy
with Chest Tube Insertion 1
,-\ (£) SUMMARY OF OR ANESTHESIA (INITIAL RX ONLY)
1. General 5
2. Axillary Block 3
3. Spinal 1*

*0One patient had a spinal and axillary block

(g) DISPOSITION

1. Tvreated and Released . 45 -
2. Admitted to Sick Bay (3 ROK's) 24
3. Triaped and Transferred (1 Civilian) 2
4. Discharged to Duty 16
5. Transferxred 8
6. Died of Wounds (1 ROK Marine) 1
7. Tramsferred (to care of the dead) 7
B. Remaining in Sickbay end of operation 4

B. LOGISTICS

1. (C) REPLENISHMENT: During DEFIANT STAND the following replenishments
were conducted providing support to ARG ALFA and gunfire support ships:.
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7.Sep KENNEBEC. (AO 36) ‘Puel
9 Sep PARICUTIN (AE 18) Ammo
10 Sep MANATEE (AO 58) Fuel
10 Sep PARICUTIN (AE 18) Ammo |
12 Sep VIRGO (AE 30) Ammo
13 Sep NIAGARA FALLS (AFS 3) Stores
14 Sep . CHIPOLA (A0 63) Fuel
15 Sep VIRGO (AE 30) Ammo
ISVSep CAMDEN (AOE 2) | Ammo, Stores
18 Sep GUADALUPE (A0 32) Fuel
19 Sep GUADALUPE (A0 32) Fuel .

2. (C) SIGNIFICANT MATERIAL CASUALTIES: USS WASHTENAW COUNTY (LST 1166)
- experienced a bow door operating arm casualty on -7 September 1969, prtor to
H-hour, when the doors were opened prematurely to expedite launching LVI(s),
limtting onlosd/offload over the beach to favorable conditions. Small
Craft Repair Factlity Danang manufactured new bow door link amd -CASCOR
effected 13 September 1969.

{C) SIGNIFICANT PROBLEMS RELATING TO SCHEDULING OR COMPLETION OF INREPS/
VERTREPS UNREFS .

a. MOGAS. Since large quantities of MOGAS are used to refuel LVT(s) and
other amphtbtous vehicles during SPECOPS and MOGAS 1is normally available only -
in 55 gallon drums, a source of bulk MOGAS had to be located

NSA Danang does not have MOGAS tankers available for fleet units,
SL¥ ALFA arranged for a MOGAS tanker to supply ARG ALFA LSD(s)/LST during
normal import pericds (Damang). This tanker was obtained by LOGREQ message
48 hours prior to emtering port, with Force Logistics Command (FLC) as info
addressee.

b. 5"/38 AMMUNITION. Of the three AE's scheduled for ICTZ operations,
one (MAUNA KEA) had no HE aboard and all had limited amounts of illumination
aboard. Upon UNREP with VIRGO on 12 September 1969, all afloat AE assets of
illumination ammo were depleted. Special loadout of CAMDEN and RAINIER was
required. TAUSSIG fired a total of 695 rounds of illumination.
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shore termination for Task Group 76.4 ships. Task Group Orestes was main-
tained with all ships, providing a means for ships' outgoing messages to be
passed via the flagship to a NAVCOMMSTA for further relay, and a direct cir-
cuit for delivering all outgoing operational messages from the flagship to -
all assigned ships and ‘embarked units of Task Group 76.4 and Task Group T9.k.
The flagship's ship/shore termination and Fleet Flash net were direct patched
through NAVSUPPACT Danang to NAVCOMMSTA PHIL. All ships were multi-channel
broadcast subscribers, copying NAVCOMMSTA PHIL broadcast which was rebroad-
cast by NAVSUPPACT Danang. Record communications were excellent throughout
Operation DEFIANT STAND. The initiating directive was received at 13LEH 28
August 1969. CTG 76.4 OPORDER 308-69 wes transmitted to all addressees at
0100H 6 Eeptember 1969. ,

2. (C) Operation DEFIANT STAND, being a combined BLT/RLT operation, required

six additional radio circuits. The flagship was capable of providing require-
ments in all ranges except the VHF range. Prior to embarking the ROKMC 2nd

RLT, five sdditional VRC-46/PRC+25 equipments were installed with antennas

mounted along the starboamrd flight deck, and field remoted to the operational
spaces.  Two shore fire control citcuits were remoted to SACC and three in the g

2nd RLT operation control.center located tn:the’02.level; starboard side, just
. forward of Radio II. The location of antennas, as well as low power of the
PRC-25 sets, caused some difficulty in maintaining communications with field

units ashore. To minimize these outages the flagship operated as close to
the beach as practicable throughout the operation.

3. (C) Frequency assignments were adequate as assigned by COMSEVENTHFLT OPORDER
201-68. No severe interference was encountered during Operation DEFIANT STAND,

k. (C) The Task Group maneuvering and warning epd Tesk Group reporting circuits
vere covered using the NESTOR crypto system. These circuits were excellent :
throughout the operation. Although these circuits were used primarily for their
designated use, the Task Group reporting cirsuit was used, on a not-to-interfere
basis, as a communications coordination cireuit and for passing TACLOG require--
ments from the flagship to the primary control ship. In this manner uncovered
voice communications were held to a minimum.

5. (C) USKAC-288 (WHEEL CODE). This authentication, numerical and operational
code was issued by CINCPACFLT to COMSEVENTHPLT commands for evaluation during
the pericd 15 August - 15 September 1969. CTF 76 designated CTG T6.4 to provide
training, evaluation instructions, locally prepared brevity codes, and to
consolidete and forward evaluation reports, Operation DEFIANT STAND provided
an excellient opportunity to evaluate this system under combat conditions. The
: ‘ . : T U ot s d L NESAR
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follovwing commands under direction of CTG 76.k. (CATF) participated in the Wheel
Code evaluation:

 USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2)
USS WASHBURN (LKA 108)
USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27).
USS. COLONIAL (LSD 18)
USS TAUSSIG (DD T46)
HMM 265
BLT 1/26

Final evaluation of USKAC-288 is as follows:
Authentication and numeral code:
Excellent
Operational code:

There are no advanteges over operational code systems now in use.
There is one major disadvantage in using USKAC-288 ss an operational code.
Additional brevity codes must be availablé in addition to the basic publication:s
This is an undesirable feature, especially for field units and aiy crews. One
recommendation would be to provide a capability to encrypt/decrypt the direct
alphabet. This would eliminate the requirement for brevity codes.
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS

1. (C) GENERAL:.

a. The Command Information Bureau {CIB) was established onboard USS
IWO JIMA (LPH 2) on 6 SEP 1969. :

b. A Mobile Amphibious News Team assigned by CTF T6 reported on ki
SEP 1969. This team initiated seven press releases on Operation DEFIANT
STAND, in addition to ean in-depth story with complete photo coverage.

¢. Proximity of Operation DEFIANT STAND to the Danang area precluded
embarkation of civilian newsmen during the preparation phase of this
operation. Newsmen were invited after the initial landing and 1k newsmen

arrived.

d. From 9-12 September, a total of twelve Korean civilian newsmen covered
USN/ROKMC operations in TG T6.4 ships. These newsmen were escorted by
Korean Marine Corps and Army Officers.

e. An ABC news correspondent and photogrepher, escorted by & III MAF
Marine CAPT, came onboard IWO JIMA the afternocon of 1l September and received
a briefing by CARG ALFA. This news teem spent the night in WASHTENAW COUNTY
and landed with the ROKMC the following morning. '

f. USS TAUSSIG (DD T46), TG T6.4 Naval Gunfire Support ship, initiated
a total of eight news releases.

g. Problems encountered/adverse incidents:

(1) This operation encompassed the first Korean combat amphibious
assault landing since the INCHON landing in 1950. Operation DEFIANT STAND was ’
initially released to the press after the ROKMC landing although USMC BLT 1/26 ’.
had been operating in their sector of the AOA for the preceeding five

days.

(2) The impending visit of TG 76.4 ships to Hong Kong resulted in
omission of all ARG ALFA ship's names from press releases.

* (3) News on Operation DEFIANT STAND was released by MACV and CTU
78.1.1 only under the Korean name of VICTORY DRAGON 15-1. Both names, for
reasons unknown, appeared in Stars and Stripes.

2. (C) Visits by Dignitaries:

a. 5 SEP 1969 - BGEN R. B. CARNEY, Jr., USMC, CG 9th MAB/CTF 79
RADM E. M. ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT
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6 SEP 1969 - RADM F. B. VORIS, MC, USN, PACFLT Medicel officer

8 SEP 1969 - BGEN W. G. JOHNSON, USMC, AWC, FIRST MAW | ‘
RADM E. M. ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT

10 SEP 1969 - BGEN LEE, DONG HO, ROKMC, CG 2ND ROKMC BDE

11 SEP 1969 - The HONORABLE SHIN, SANG CHUL, Korean Ambassador to the
Republic of Vietnam
LTGEN LEE, SAE HO, ROKA, CG ROKF-V
LTGEN HOANG, XUAN LAM, ARVN, CG ICTZ
LTGEN HERMAN NICKERSON, Jr., USMC, CG ITII MAF
MGEN KIM, JONG SO0, ROKA, Vice ROKF-V
RADM E. M. ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT
! BGEN LEE, DONG HO, ROKMC, CG 2ND ROKMC BDE
‘ BGEN L. J. DULACKI, USMC, AC/S G-3 III MAF

12 SEP 1969 - The HONORABLE SHIN, SANG CHUL, Korean Ambassador to the
Republic of Vietnam

d LTGEN LEE, SAE HO, ROKA, CG ROKF-V ,
1 MGES KTM, HONG SOO, ROKA, Vice ROKF-V Y
! [TGEN HERMAN NICKERSON, Jr., USMC, CG III MAF .

BGEN LEE, DONG HO, ROKMC, CG 2ND ROKMC BDE
 BGEN L. J. DULACKI, USMC, AC/S G-3 III MAF

i 13 SEP 1969 - LTGEN HOANG, XUAN LAM, ARVN, CG ICTZ

5 LTGEN HERMAN NICKERSON, Jr., USMC; CG III MAF

it BGEN LEE, DONG HO, ROKMC, CG 2ND ROKMC BDE ‘
5y BGEN 6. E. DOOLEY, USMC, C/S III MAF

1l SEP 1969 - RADM FRANCIS J. FITZPATRICK, USN, COMMNAVCOM
RADM F. M. ROSENBERG, USN, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT
BGEN LEE, DONG HO, ROKMC, CG 2ND ROKMC BDE

PR e
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1., (C) General,

a, The USMC phase of Operation DEFIANT STAND began on S-Day, 7 September
1969, with‘naval gunfire and air preparation fires on the landing beach,
landing zones and one diversionary target all located on northern Barrier
Island, ICTZ, RVN. BLT 1/26 conducted a waterborne (H-Hour 070700H) and
heliborne (L-Hour 070900H) assault to commence the first combined USN/USMC/
ROKMC amphibious operation of the Vietnam conflict. The ROKMC phase of the’
operation (titled VICTORY DRAGON 15-1) began on D-Day, 12 September 1969.
Air, Naval gunfire, and SECOND ROKMC BDE artillery laid down heavy fires on
one beach and two landing zones in the northern end of Barrier Island in
preparation for the ROKMC landing. RLT~2 of the SECOND ROKMC BDE conducted
a heliborne (L-Hour 120800H) and waterborne (H-Hour 120930H) assault to
commence the first Korean amphibious operation since INCHON in 1950.

b. The only factor complicating the supporting arms fire was the
initielly extreme bad weather which delayed air prep and greatly reduced
air observer effectiveness in controlling fires on S-Day and delayed L-Hour
by 62 minutes.

c. Naval Gunfire and Close Air Support were adequately available
throughout the majority of the operation. However, during the restricted
aggressive action period at the time of Ho Chi Minh's funeral, CAS was placed
under certain restrictions. Specifically, prior to launching an on =~ call
mission, the supporting agency required that an alr spotter be vectored
to the scene and verify that the requesting unit was actually receiving
incoming fire. As a result of the hit-and-run tactics employed by the enemy,
frequently CAS was not as effective as at other times during the operation.
The NGF and CAS provided during this operation is considered to have been
extremely effective. ‘

2. (C) Naval Gunfire.
a. Forces involved: USS TAUSSIG (DD 746), from CTU 70.8.9, and WPB's,

from CTG 115.1, provided preparation fires and on-call support throughout
the operation. :

b, SECOND RORMC BDE provided FSC liaison, both ROKMC and ANGLICO, in
SACC. As a result of outstanding liaison between these ROK and U.S. fire
support coordination personnel there were no significant problems. encountered
in this area.

¢, Restrictions to fire. .

(1) Civilian Airway Path. The no fire zones for civilian aircraft
between 7,000 and 11,000 feet posed only minor limitations during this
operation. Initially the ROKMC artillery was located too distant from the
AOA to hit all required targets without penetrating the civil airway path.
These units were promptly relocated closer to the AOA,

(2) Non-Observance of NOTAMS/SAV-A=PLANE. In apite of heavy
requirements for naval gunfire throughout the operation, fire missions were
only interrupted a very few times by unidentified transient ailrcraft.

Enclosure (9)
CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED

at
P 54
"




DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL . ) .

d. Artillery advisory System and SAV=-A-PLANE. The SAV-A-PLANE request
form (see below) developed during previous operations was evaluated during
DEFIANT STAND and found to be very effective. It provides space for the
information needed by the various SACC agencies to issue a SAV-A-PLANE.
Further, it is a good source of historical information needed to recomstruct
specific missions.

SAV=A-PLANE
TOR
A, TGT# SAP #
B. FIRING UNIT
C. GRID: FM To
NAV AID RAD/NM RAD/NM
D, TIME: FM TO
E. MAX ORDINATE
F. TGT NATURE
G. OBSERVER }
END OF MISSION TIME g
e. Statistical Datas. 5
(1) USS TAUSSIG (DD 746)
(a) Rouﬁds Expended!
CALIBER TYPE QTY
%"/38 AMMO
’ HC 2551
HECVT 505 e
WP 121
ILLUM 695
RAP - -
TOTAL 23872
2 Enclosure (9)
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CHARGES

FULL /O (]
* ~ BHORT 2 |
REDUCED ~  =emm |
E (b) Damage Assessments. The below listed data reflect only the b
cbserved results of naval gunfire. The physical location of other targets
in relation to troop scheme of maneuvers ashore precluded the deteiled close
inspections required to provide complete and accurate gun damage: assessment..
1. Bunkers Dﬁmaged , T7
2. Bunkers Destroyed 38
3. Structures Damaged 42
b, Btructures Destroyed 83
5. Base/Staging Aress Neutralized 3
_Q. Secondary Explosions 7 *
1. B8econdary Fires €
8. Tree line neutralired (yds) 925 '
9. Trench line neutralized. (yds) éso
10. Motar emplacement destroyed 2 T
1l. Observation post neutralized 1
12. Enemy KIA (BC) | ' 19
13. Enemy KIA (PROB) - 2

(2) USCG WPB's

(a) Rounds expended:

CALIBER . TYPE oY
81MM | AMHO
HC T25
ILLUM —
e 39
TOTAL e ‘
3 Enclosure (9)
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(b) Damage Assessments. The below listed data reflect only the
observed resulis of Coast-Guard Patrol Boat gunfire. The physical location
of other targets in relation to troop scheme of mansuvers ashore precluded
the detailed:close inspections required to provide complete and accurate gun
damage assessment.

° Bunkeré Damaged 20

1
2. Bunkers Destroyed 1
3. St£uc£ﬁrés bamagéd-;" : .20
,‘E;-‘Strucéﬁres Dest?ojed‘ - . 38
5. Base areas neutralized -
6. Secondary Explosions o -
T. Secondary Fires g L -
8. Tree line neutralized (yds) 100
. 9. Trench line neutralized (yds) 25
10. Enemy KIA (PROB). 2
Iéiq Spider holes destroyed 2
12, 25 foot sampan destroyed 1

3. (C) Close Air Support

a. Air support operations were conducted in accordance with Annex
H (Air Operations) to CTG 76.4 OPORD 308-69. All scheduled air events
were provided as requested and were available on station at the time
required. Immediate air support was provided as requested except in
one instance when Horn DASC refused the request due to the target
location being given in the clear more than one hour prior to time
on target. The TACC does not have the code required by Horn DASC
for target locations (AKAC-27SP-SEA TACS Mission Code Grill). This
problem was resolved by a personal visit to Horn DASC at which time it
was agreed to provide target locations in the clear less than one hour
before time on target. No further difficulties were encountered in
fil1ling immediate air requests. Difficulties in air control and air-
space congestion while conducting simulteneous air strikes in support-
of each landing force were anticipated, but simultaneous air strikes
did not occur.

b, - Continuous voice-radio communications were maintained between the
_Tactical Air Control Center (TACC) and Horn DASC, BLT 1/26.Tactical.Alr
Control Party, SECOND ROK Marine Brigade Tactical Air Control Parties
(provided by ANGLICO Platoon), and the ICTZ Area Medical Regulating
Office. Additional circuits were manned as required. Direct communications
could not be maintained with FIRST Marine Air Wing Tactical Air Direction
Center (TADC) due to radio difficulties on their end of the net.
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Horn DASC was able ' to relay TACC traffic to FIRST MAW TADC when réquested -

to do so. This relay procedure was not as effective or responsive as
direct communication, but was & satisfactory back-up procddurek "Puring
the second phase of Operation DEFIANT STAND, when both the Northern
and Southern Landing Forces were ashore, TACC Communications were used
%o their meximum capability, and all remote positions were in use, The
requirement to provide communications for air support to the landing
forces simultaneously caused some TACC radio nets to serve two functions
(e.g. Tactical Air Request and Landing Zone Contrbl), resulting in
periocdic congestion on the nets. The high frequency Tactical Air
Request net was not utilized as planned due to the inability of the
Tactical Air Control Parties to maintain HF communications. Otherwise,

TACC communications throughtut the operation were good.

¢. No practical use of the Wheel Code (USKAC-28BA) was realized during
TACC operations. The circuit most suitable for Wheel Code use was
the Tactical Air Request net. However, the BLT 1/26 Air Lieison Officer
did not have a Wheel Code available to use for his tactical air request

messages.

d. The following summary of alr support provided separately'to BLT
1/26 and SECOND RLT ROKMC, incorporates the support from all alr assets.

(1) Helicopter Operations HMM 265 and USS IWO JIMA

UsMC ROKMC TOTAL
(a! Sorties 2105 127 2232
(b, Tasks ' 333 21 360
(c Passengers Carrled hhoz 448 4850°
(& MEDEVACS 88 19 107
(e) Cargo Carried (Tons) 171.0 19.2 190.2
(¢ Hours Flown 491.0 40.7 531.7

(2) Augmenting Air Bppport Fixed Wing and Helicopter (FIRST MAW and HMM 16L)

, usMe ROKMC TOTAL
(a, Sorties 13 146 459
(b Tasks b 53 5T
(¢ Passengers Carried 0 1068 1068
(¢ MEDEVACS 0 2 2
(e Cergo. (Tons) 0 310.1 310.1
5 ‘ Enclosure (9)
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UsMC ROKMC TOTAL
+.(f) Hours Flown . 14,3 223.0 237.3
| ,(‘3) Ammo Expended o | 14,000 rds 7.62MM
‘ 403/2.75 RKTS
; 980/LOMM GREN
E (3) Fixed Wing Operations.
(a) Utilization | |
USMC  ROKMC : b
BLT 1/26 RLT-2 TOTALS b
1. Attack A/C 25 27 52 N -
| 2. Nen-Attack A/C 16 23 39 , q:g
g 3. Transient A/C -- - 808
L, Totals L1 50 899
(b) Ordnance Expended (LBS Leu‘Gun Ammo ) .
BLT 1/26 ROKMC TOTAL #/LBS .
1. Bombs 56 123 179/96,000 —
2. Rockets 29 —— P ) R—— - '
3. Neapalm 42 — k2/21,000
4. MG (RDS) 124,000 3,600 127,600/ -~
(¢) Miscellaneous '
l. SAV-A-PLANES Issued - 346
e. Damage Assessment. t
Type JSMC ROKMC
Bunkers Damaged ’ — 5
Bunkers Destroyed - " 5
Structures Damaged ——— 2
Structures Destroyed ——— 13
6 Enclosure (9) .
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Type USMC  BOKMC
' aSecondd?? Fires -— , 4
Secondary Explosions 2 3
Tree Line Destroyed (YDS) T5 200
KIA (BC) 2 ———
KIA (POSS) — >

4, (C) Artillery.

a. Forces Involved

(1) USMC. USMC placed one battery of 105MM Hovitzers and one
battery of 4.2 inch mortars ashore on S-Dey. These batteries were both
located at the fire support base in the southern portion of the land AOA.
Artillery provided support throughout the operation. ‘

(2) ROKMC. ROKMC 105MM and 155MM batteries were prepositioned
in the southern porticn of the ROK permanent Area of Operations near aE
Hol An. These units, located to the north of the Song Cua Dai, provided LR
pre D-Day bombardment and direct support throughout the remainder of the S
operation. Subsequent to D-Day, additional fire support was provided by e
- & ROKMC LVTH-6 in the northern sector of the AOA. e

b. Fire Support Coordination. Coordination between all units was
sxcellent. The ROKMC and ANGLICO FSC assigned representatives to the
SACC eboard IWO JIMA helped to solve what few minor problems developed
promptly and effectively. The ease with which fires were coordinated is

particularly noteworthy considering that this was the first ROKMC
smphibious operation in RVN. .

c. Restrictions to Fire. The ROKMC artillery units located outside
of the AOA could not initially reach all targets because of excessive
maximum ordinates that would have been required. RLT-2 relocated these
units and were able to fire under the T000 foot Civil Airway Path for
the duration of the operation. '

d., Statistical data.

(1) usMC

(a) Rounds Expended
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CALIBER TYPE QrY
o 105MM Howitzer HE - 4896
WP 24Y
ILL 391

Firecracker 6

h.2 Inch Mortar HE 1558
WP 106
ILL 192

, (b) Damage Agssessment. Gun damage assessment from artillery
units has been misleadingly scarce in this and previous operations.
This results primarily from difficulties involved in meking close
observations of many artillery targets. There are, however, 10 VC KIA
credited to artillery for this operation.

(2) ROKMC _

(a) Rounds expended.

CALIBER TYPE Ty
155/105MM Howitzer HE 3h00
wp 15
T 70
105MM Howitzer (LVIH-6) HE 300
e 10
ILL a8

(v) Damage Assessmont. The folloving totols reported ty
RT™-2 ROKMC represent a combinaiion of air, artillery ond navel gunfirc
prenparation fire demage and could not he differentisted as to coure: ten
bunkers destroved/demaged end (2 KIA.
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1, (C) Operation DEFIANT STAND was, as far as can be determined, the first
emphibidus combat assault in which intrusion detection sensors were used,

2. (C) The capability of using sensors within ARG/SLF AIFA in amphibious

operations was developed from scratch since no one in the organization

hed any significant previous experience with sensors, The capability

of planting, monitoring and recovering various types of hand-plated: .

sensors was developed as an organic capability of the ARG/SLF, Tt was !
elso planned to develop the capability to plant various airedropped sensors

‘utilizing organic ARG/SLF helicopters but lack of time for treining air

crews and the press of operational commitments prevented the accomplish=
ment of that goal, ,

3. (C) In order to develop the capability of using sensors, the Spetial
Projects Branch of TTI MAF Plenning Section, who have overall respondibility
for sensor management in ICTZ, were contacted on liaigon visit by N-2785«2

of the ARG/SIF staffs and asked to provide assistance in training personnel
1n the use of sensors and in obtaining the necessary equipment, The

Bpecial Projects Branch, headed by LTCOL TWOHEY, USMC later relieved by
LTCOL RAPPE, USMC, were very glad to comply with the request. Accordingly, )
arrangements were made by MAJ CLARK, USMC, of the Special Projects Branch

to train fifteen personnel from ARG/SLF ALFA (two each from ARG end SLF
staffs and eleven from BLT 1/26) at the Hoa Cam Training Compound south of
Danang in the proper preparation, maintenance, placement, readout, and
recovery of various types of sensors. In addition, CARG and CO, SLF ALFA,
along with concerned staff members were briefed and. indoctrineted in the
proper employment of sensors and factors to consider in order to take
maximum advantage of their characteristices.

L, (C) simultaneously, MAJ REPPARD, USA, of the Special Projects Branch
obtained the required sensors from the COMUSMACV J3-Ob Storsge Facility e
et Cam Ranh Bay which consisted of eleven sets of Patrol Seismic Intrusion o
Detectors (PSID's) and ten Small Handeplaced Seismic Intrusion Detectors
(MINISIDS) set on channels 29 and 30, In addition, a ground-plene antenna

and PORTATALE receiver were obtained for installation “onboard the flagship.
The flagship installation wag designed so that the PORTATALE could be detached
and taken ashore in order to monitor sensors from the Battalion CP.

5. (C) Shortly after completion of the training and delivery of the sensors,
Operation DEFIANT STAND was formuleted offering an ideal opportunity to
test the newly formed ARG/SL¥ sensor employment capability. Accordingly,
three known VC/NVA crossing sites on or near the Truong. Giang River west
of Barrier Tsland were selected as likely locations to plant the sensors.
Because of the hostile environment and lack of air-drop cepability, it was
not possible to plant sensors in the proposed AOA prior to the smphibious
assault although such a procedure undoubtedly would have been valuable in
determining patterns of movement and the degree of activity in the AOA,
especially in the landing zones and on the assault beaches. Consequently,
three strings of three MINISIDS each were planted by scouts of the BLT S-2
section and the reconnaissance platoon assigned to the battalion or the
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afternoon of the day following the initial amphiblous .asssult a(S-Ileg') The .
sites selected for planting the sensors were reached via LVTP=5 end ‘are ss
followss

String No. Location Channel Set Tone Codes
1 Lop BT 19514682 30 26-06~03
) Lop BT 1730L870 29 02-08-13
3 Lgp BT 17434860 - 20 O4=1T7-18

Moderate opposition was encountered while planting the last string but,
as far as can be determined, none of the sensors were detected or disturbed
during the period they were monitored by BLT 1/26,

6. (C) During the course of Operation DEFIANT STAND, numeroué detections

were made by the planted MINISIDS but specific patterns were difficult to

. determine. The site selected for the southermmost string was located too

close to a local village in the vieinity. The normal local traffic in and
around the village, especially during deylight hours, made deteection of
military targets difficult if not impossible to detect becruse of excessive
ambient "noise level". Additionally, it was found that the sensors were
planted too cleose together to take maximum advantage of the sensors!
capsbilities having been planted approximately 4O meters apart. Initially .
it was felt that because of a lack of signals the northernmost two strings

were installed incorrectiy and failed to operate properly.. However, it

wes later determined that all strings were-functioning properly and the initial
ingetivity was due %o a lack of enemy movement in the vicinity of the .
northern strings.

7. (C) In the event that the sensors could not be monitored from either the
flagship or the battalion CP due to terrain features or other considerationms,
arrangements were made during the plenning phase to have CTE 194,1,5,1
monitor the sensors with their equipment in Hol An and relay the results to
8ll concerned. CTE 104,1.5.1 did offer to furnish an experienced sensor
expert to assist in pJantJng the sensors. However,.there was insufficient
time available to effect the necessary liaison and pickup.

8. (C) Generally, with the exceptions listed above, the MINISIDS were

effective and worked well., Many artillery/NGF missions were.conducted
based on activations cbtained. However, due to the hostile environment,
terrain limitefions, and vthe Tact that all available troops.were.committed

to other aspects ol the operation of higher operational.priority, no patrols
could be sent into the area where the sensor strings were located to check on
results. For the game reasons, none of the MINISIDS were recovered at

the end of the operation. All adjacent commands were notified of the date
pertaining to the rplanted sensors to allow for continuing monitoring by
those concerned for the projected 1life of the sensors after withdrsawal

from the area by BLT 1/26. TR 19h.1.5.1 indicated. intentions of

recovering the sensors prior to the end of projected life span. It is felt
that the MINISTDS would have been more effective had they been combined

with other types of sensors such as a MAGID (magnétic intrusion detector)

or PIRID (vhotc infra-red intrusion detector) or ACOUBUOY thus allowing .
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more positive identification of acquisitions, However,.at.the time of
planting the MINISIDS no other types of sensors were immediately avaeilable.
L]
9. (C) The PSIDS were considered very effective and were.well received by
units once their use and effectiveness was demonstrated,. They prowed to.
be valuable tools for small units in the conduct of night activities,
perimeter defense of CP's and ambushes, On occasion, the.PSIDS were set
to be too sensitive thus taking too long to settle down following an
activation due to the impact of supporting arms fire nearby. Some of them
were even sensitive enough to be activated by artillery/NGF projectiles
passing overhead.
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SHIP TO SHORE MOVEMENT

1. (C) Surface Ship to Shore Movement . Ship to shore movement was accomplighed
on S-Day T September over GREEN Beach (BT 24248L) and D-Day 12 September over
RED Beach (BT 2245L4L). Troops were surface landed by emphibious assault

craft end vehicles assigned to ARG ALFA. Assault craft included:

NR. TYPE . PARENT COMMAND

ONE ﬁcu ‘ ACU ONE DET ALFA

SIX ‘ LCM-B ACU ONE DET ALFA

SIX LCM-6 USS WASHBURN (LKA 108)

WO LARC BMU 1 DET ALFA TWO

ELEVEN LVT FROM BLT 1/26 (on S-Day)
ELEVEN LVT FROM ROKMC ASSETS (on D-Day)

Two salvage boats, one heavy and one light (LCM-3), were on station during both
assault landings. A BGC and ABGC embarked in LCPL's supplied by the primary
and secondary control ships respectively were on station for both assault
landings. For S-Day landing primary control ship was USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27)
end secondary control ship was USS COLONIAL (LSD 18). For D-Day lending

USS COLONTAL (LSD 18) was primary control ship and USS WHETSTONE secondary
control ship. All ships remained undervay during the movement ashore., PCS
and SCS maintained stations to the left and right flank of the 3000 yard

boat lane near the LOD. During both landings LVT's were launched from the

USS WASHTENAW CTY (LST 1166) from a position 30Q yards to seaward of the LOD.
Both GREEN and RED Beaches had a shallow gradient and proved suitable for
beaching except for LCU's at low tide when they were unable to beach with a
dry remp. The average difference between high end low water during the
operation was 2 feet. During the period of this operation the seasonal tide
condition was such that low water tides were always above mean low water. Through-
out the operation effective surf height was less than a factor value of 0.8 thus
permitting use of LVT assault vehicles plus LCM-6 assault craft and larger

without restrictions. A 1 1/2 to 2 kt lateral current flow was experienced in

the GREEN and RED Beach boat lanes. This current flow lessened to almost zere
shoreward of a point 1000 yards offshore. Following is a description of scheduled
assault wave organization for &5-Day and D-lay.

S-Day

WAVE COMPOSITION UNIT EMBARKED TOUCHDOWN TIME
ONE 11-LVT Infantry Company H-~Hour

TWO 4-LCM6 Infantry Company H plus 5

2-LCcM8
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WAVE  COMPOSITION UNIT EMBARKED TOUCHDOWN TIME ——
THREE 4<LCM8 M ‘ '“A;féaig'and ‘Tenk Platoon H pluﬁ 8 .
fOUR 1-LCU Shore Partf and BMU H plus 12

D-Day |
WAVE COMPOS ITION UNIT EMBARKED IQQCHDOWN TIME
ONE 11-LVT 2-Infantry Companies H-Hour
™0 6-1LCM8 6-Tanks, 2 Platoons H plus 8 } !

1-LARC infantry, BMU .

THREE 6-LCM6 1-Infantry Company H plus 30

l1=-Ranger Company
FOUR 1-1Ccu Shore Party Headquarters H plus 50 f’j

' Company and Vehicles 1 _‘
2. (C) Air Ship to Shore Movement: ' :

4. S-Day: The helicopter ship to shore movement consisted of airborne
movement of troops and equipment from USS IWO JIMA to two landing zones
in the southern portion of the AOA., The first assault wave, landing at .
L-Hour, consisted of eight helicopters which lifted CHARLIE Compeny into
LZ QUAIL. At L plus 1:37, upon the completion of the insertion of CHARLIE
Company, DELTA Compeny was similarly lifted into J.Z FAGLE. No resistance
was encountered. At L plus 3:20 hours the Battalion Command Group was
lifted into the Fire Support Base at GREEN Beach. Helicoptér movement of
all troops was completed at 071300H. L-Hour was delayed 62 minutes due to
rain squalls and resultant low ceilings and visibilities and the necessity
to properly prep the area by air.

b. D-Day: The first helicopter assault wave, consisting of 10 aircraft
(6 HMM 265 aircraft, augmented by 4 from HMM 164), lifted the TWENTY-FIFTH
Company, FIFTH Battalion, RLT-2, SECOND ROKMC Brigade from USS IWO JIMA to
LZ SPARROW, in the northern sector of the AOA at L Hour. Similarly, the
TWENTY SIXTH Company was lifted into LZ DOVE at L plus 25 and the TWENTY-
SEVENTH Company was lifted into LZ SPARROW at L plus 1:05. Each company
wag inserted in a single lift. The BLT 5/2 Command Group was lifted into
@ position near RED Beach at 120931H. The helicopter assault lift was
completed by 121115H.
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DECEPTION OPERATIONS

courm‘

1. (C) £-DAY, 7 September 1969
h :

a. At 070100H USS CLEVELAND (LPD 7) using own boat conducted a deceptive
beach survey of a simulated beach located at GRID B” 106665 to mislead enemy
forces in the area as to the actual S-Day amphibious landing.

2. (C) D-DAY, 12 September 1969

a. ARG BRAVO (TG 76.5) conducted an amphibious landing deception off the
southern Barrier Ieland area im order to confuse enemy forces engaging allied
forces in Operation DEFIANT STAND.

b. Commencing 112000 ARG BRAVO operated {n Barbara OPAREAS ECHO and
FOXTROT to allow the VC/NVA forces in the area to observe the Task Group. At
120500H CARG BRAVO signalled "land the waterborne landing force." Four waves
of assault craft were launched to meet the 0730H H-Hour, on a simulated beach
located at GRID BT 347300, Assault craft waves proceeded to within 1500 yards
of the beach, turned away st H-Hour and reembarked in ARG BRAVO shlps. No
significant difficulties cccurred.

c. Normal boat control communications were conducted in the landing
demonstration.

d, No problems were experienced with visibility as ARG BRAVO and the
landing craft waves could he seen from the beach.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS
1. (C) Psychological .operations conducted in support of Operation DEFIANT ‘
STAND were designed to prevent animosity between the civilian populace and .
the allied forces and to reduce the combat effectiveness of the VC/NVA
combatants in the ACA.

2. (C) To aid in population control, Combined Holding and Interrogation
Centers (CHICS) were established in Quang Nah and Quang Tin Provinces as

the province boundary lines split: the A0OA, Leaflet 'drops,. aerial loudspeaker
broadcasts, and ground psychological operatiou teams were used by BLT 1/26
and ROKMC 2nd BDE to inform the populace of the operation and to evacuate
them from the AOA. The civilians were directed to move to collection points .
where they were provided medical care, food, and water before being trans-
ported to the CHIC established for their province.

3. (C) The VC/NVA combatants in the AQA were urged to Chieu Hoi by aerial
and ground psychological operations broadcasts. They were advised that they
were surrounded and given the opportunity to become Hot Chanhs in order to
avold a senseless death and burfal {n an ummarked and unattended grave,

4. (C) As a result of the psychological operation conducted in Operation
DEFIANT STAND 2768 innocent civilians were moved to safety in the CHICS and
one VC returned to the GVN under the Chieu Hoi Program.

5. (C) Psychological operations were benefictal in that the ctvilian
populace demonstrated favorable response to the allied psychological
operations effort, This {s best demonstrated by the response shown by the
innocent Vietnamese civilians evacuated from the AOA. While waiting at
collection points for transfer to the CHICS the civilians were withdrawn

and afraid, then as the corpsmen began medical treatment and others dispensed
food and water the civilians gathered around clamoring for attention and
treatment, '

6. (C) This personal comtact between the civilians and the Allied Forces
demonstrates to the civilians that the Allied Forces are interested in their
health and welfare and are in Vietnam to help the people of Vietnam and the
Govermment of Vietnsm. The long term benefits of this type program will
continue to play a growing part {n the successful conduct of the war in

Vietnam,
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"~ CINCPAC

COMUSMAC
CINCPA@FLT
CcMC

COMPHIBPAC
COMSEVENTHFLT
COMPHIBLANT

CG, FMFPAC

CG, FMFLANT

CG, III MAF
COMNAVFORV
COMPHIBTRAPAC
COMPHIBGRU ONE
COMPHIBGRU TWO
COMPHIBGRU THREE
COMPHIBGRU FOUR
PRES NAVWARCOL
CG, V MEF

CG, 1ST MARDIV
CG, 3RD MARDIV
CG, STH MARDIV
CG, 1ST Maw™

DECLASSIFIED

COMPHIBRON ONE

COMPHIBRON THREE o
COMPHIBRON FIVE S
COMPHIBRON SEVEN :

COMPHIBRON NINE

COMPHIBROR ELEVEN

COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE

COMTACGRU ONE

COMNAVSPECWARGRUPAC

COMNAVBEACHGRU ONE

.CO, TACRON TWELVE

CO, BJU ONE

€O, ACU ONE

CO, BMU ONE

CO, UDT TWELYB

OINC BMU ONE WP DET

OINC ACU ONE WP DET

OINC WP DET NAVSPECWARGRU
OINC NAVBEACHGRU ONE WP DET
OINC. NAVSECGRU WP DET

USA C&GSC, FT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS
OINC NAVTACDOCACT

COMSERVCR!] THREE CTG 73.5

CG, FMFSEVENTHFLT CTG T70.8

CG, LANFORTRACOMPAC CTF 115

CG, LANFORTRACOMLANT CTG T76.5 *
CNO (OP 09B9) HISTORICAL DIV CTG T79.5

CG, MCDEC, QUANTICO, VA. o, BLT 1/26

CHAIRMAN AWB COMPHIBTRALANT cO, HMM 265

€0, NAVPHIBSCOL, CORONADO cO, USS IW0 JIMA (LPH 2)

€0, NAVPHIBSCOL, LITTLE CREEK CO, USS WASHBURN (LKA 108)
COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT , CO, USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27)
COMLANSHIPRON NINE CO, USS WASHTENAW CTY (LST 1166)

€0, USS TAUSSIG (DD Tu6)

€0, USS COLONIAL (LSD 18)-
ANGLICO

0IC Air/Navsl Gunfire Platoon
Second Brigode ROKMC

FPO San Frencisco 96602
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