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FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CTF-78 ltr 3:GLB:raj over 5213 dtd 300ct65 

From: 

To: 
Via: 

Subj: 

Ref: 

Commanding General, Fleet V~rine Force SEVENTH Fleet 
(TF-79) 
Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D) 
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force Pacific 

Command Chronology 

(a) MCO 5750.2 

1. Readdressed and forwarded in accordance with reference (a). 

2. By this endorsement the basic letter is classified Secret 
and may be downgraded to unclassified upon the removal of 
enclosure (1). 

3. This endorsement is downgraded to unclassified upon the re­
moval of enclosure (I) to the basic letter. 

Copy to: 

LEWIS 1. FIELDS 

CTG-78.5 
CTG-79.2 w/Basic Correspondence 
CTG-79.3 w/Basic Correspondence 
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From: Commander 

HEADQUARTERS 
TASK FffiCE - 78 

c/o USS ESTES (AGC-1g) 
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96201 

• 
' .. 

65172sa 

3:GLB:raj 
5213 
30 Oct 1965 

To: Commanding General, Task Force 79, FPO San Francisco 96601 

Subj: Command Chronology 

Enc1: (1) Command Chronology for HMM-163 and BLT 2/1 for 
first series of Dagger Thrust Raids 

1. Enclosure (1) is forwarded for inclusion into TF 79's command 
chronology as the report of the first series of Dagger Thrust 
Raids conducted in South Vietnam during the period 25 September 
to 2 October 1965. 

G .. l4AJ~ 
E. r ff.V WINSTEAD 
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From: 
To: ' 

DECLASSIFIED • ,-~-., 
MARINE ~DTIJM HELICOPI'~ ,SQUADRON 1~nMM'16J S", i: Hti.~ Marine Aircraft G:l;-oup 16 '. ~ '~i , 
1st Marine Aircraft Win&, FMF, Pac~i~.>.clO/,!.i?L--=-_., 

C/O ~leet Pos~ Ofi'~ge ~-'=-"tZ~..s A (' '---San Franc~sco Ca1iforllla 96601' ._."., ..... J.,e , . 

Commanding Officer 
CTF 78 

. . NGE:whs 
'5750 

, Ser: 003A30065 
27 Oct 1965 

Subj: Command Chronology, SLF (TG 78.5) period 19 June .. 10 October 1965 

Ref: (a) MOO 5750.2 

Enol: ,; (1) ---HMM-163 Command Chronology (:.,:iai..,): ,,-' '-
:'':,;;;&JI!7 (2) ""BLT 3/7 Actio.n Report Operation S~al,'lit7' tn· :2 I j) 

,..;,L..0':; -y'i~(3)·BLT 2/1 Command Chronology f~Qr!Q!!"fJ 
,,-~;drd ~!7 14)"BLT 3/7 Command Chronology (Forwarded separately) , , ,(5)· CTG 78.5 Operation Order 1-65 ' 

(6).CTG 78.5 OperationO~er 2-65 ' 
(7)~GTG 78.5 Operation Order 3-65 
(8).CTG78.5 Operation Order 4-65 
(9)~CTG 78.5 Post qperations Report (Lessons 'Learned) from C;. IA~ "Dagger Thrustll ,ta,rgets 2, 4 am II , ,~; 

1. The following is submitted in accordance with reference (a) as the Command Chronology for the Special Landing Force (TG 78.5) for the p~riod 19 June- 10 October 1965. 

2. Enclosure,S elJ, (2).,_.(3) and (4) provide the detailed substance of this repori;.:f'qr the two major subordinate elements (BLT ani HMM). Enciosure ~(h) is not available at this tiloo and by copy of this letter Commanding Officer 3rd Bn 7th Marines .is requested to submit his Command Chronology direct to e'IG 78.5. Some of the documentation' requested by reference (a) ~ is not available at time of submission and J.t ~s r.equested that CTF 78 aad those opera'tions orders and plans deemed appropriate. ' 

3. ~ganizational data 

a. Des'ignation. The Special Laming Force had the Task designator of Task Group 78.5. It was composed of BLT 3/7 commanded by LtCol C. H. BODLEY for the period 19 June 1965 to 2 September 1965; BLT 2/1 commanded by LWo1 R. T. HANIFIN for the period 5 September to 10 October 1965; and ~1-163 cqmmanded by LtGol N. G. EWERS for the 'period 19 June to 10 October 1965. The SLF was embarked in the assigned shipping of TG 76.5. The ships were the USS Iwo Jima" (LPH-2) USS Point Defiance (LSD-31) and the USS T~lJ,adega (A.P4"208). 
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b. Average MOnthly Strength 

• NGE:whs 
5,56 . 

BLT USN OFF 7 USN ENL 84 USMC OFF 61 USMC EN!. 1572 - - -
HMM USN OFF ...1- USN ENL ..LUSMC OFF ..2L USMC ENL 166 

c. Commandipg Officer and Staff 

N. G. EWERS LTCOL COMMANDING OFFICER 

B. H. MA.NN MAJat OPERATIONS OFFICER 

C. A. BLOOK CAPTAIN ASST. QPERATIONS OFFICER 

D. T. WALLACE CAPTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE CFFICER 

D. S. WAUNCH 
;-ot l ,., I".' ..... ~ CAPTA~ LOGISTICS OFFICER 

--~,: 'FITZGERALD CAPTAIN COlifMlJNICATIONS OFFICER 
,.'t,~.~ ..... ..J;".l 

(19 Jun .. 2 Sept) 
H. D. READ CAPT.Jj.IN COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER 

(5 sept .. 10 Oct) 
w. B. SHmK lSTLT INTELLIGENCE OFFICER 

D. B. WJLLIAMS 1STI\I' S & C FILES· OFFICER 

The above staff ~th the exception of the Communications Officers 
were provided from members of HMM-163 as ~re the enlisted clerical 
assistants. 

4. Chronology of Significant events 

'. 

a. Okinawa .. Re-constitution and Embarkation of the SLF 19-26 ~ 
Jurie 1962• 
On 19 June 1965 the Spec:wl Landing Force ,vasre-constituted for 
planning and LtCol.li. G. EWERS was designated Commander Task Group' 78.5. 
Units of TG 78.5 were Marine Medium Helic.opter Squadron 163 (TU 78.5.3), 
LtCol N. G. EWERS commanding, and Battalion Landing Team 3/7, (TU 78.5.2), 
LtGol C. H. BODLEY, commanding. The 3rd Battalion, 7th Ma.rines arrived 
in Okinawa in early June 1965 from CONUS and commenced training and 
BLT organization. On 10 June 1965 an advanced party from HMM-163 
arrived on Okinawa from Da.Nang, RVN. Rep~l3entatives of the squadron 
and battalion were given cursory briefings within security classi­
fication limitations on the missiom of the SLF, and preliminary joint 
embarkation preparations were begun. Upo~ arrival of HMM-163, a ~ 
TO 78.5 staff was. formed and immeqiate1y commenced embarkation and 
cont~ency operations planning. CTG 78.5 inherited voluminous quantities 
of SLF classified documents. A thorough review of aU- material 

> revealed that many operation orders and pians were nebulous and obsolete. 
A.n accurate inventor,y was conducted and irrelevant material destrqyed. 
Embarkation of the SLF comme~ed on 24 J\ln9 1965 at 'White Beach. 
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Shipping consisted of the USS Iwo Jil:)la (L~PH-2), USS Pam Defiance 
(L5O-31) and the USS Talladega (APA-208). Due to the compressed 
time frame aJ.1otted for emba:r;kation planning and subsequent loading, 
only rough plans were prepared for each &PiP. Detailed smooth 
loading plans 'Were prepared am submitted, after sailipg. The 
USS Talladega arrived at White Beach with a portion of Class V LFORM 
already aboard. Delivery of Class V to the beach to oomplete the 
LFORM aboard all ships was still being made after initial loading had 
commencedo As a result an accurate inventory was not conducted. 
Exact figures for quantities and DCA" Gould not be determined until 

a physical inventory underway could be performed. All of the 
battalion's mount-out blocks of spare parts and repair items had not 
arrived in follow-up shipping when the SLF sailed. They were later 
delivered to and loaded at Qui Nhon, RVN. With cargo space already 
critical, a portion of the flight deck aboard th~ ~SS Point Defiance 
was used for stowage. HMM-163 arrived 3 ,days prior to initial 
loading and did not have an opportunit,r for field-carrier practice 
prior to flying aboard the LPH. The squadron's last carrier operation 
was conducted in September 1964 aboard the USS Bennington. lack of 
time for accurate, detailed planning hampered embarkation of the 
SLF, but loading was completed within the time prescribed. The 
SLF departed Okinawa on 26 June 1965 enrrute to the Republic of 
Viet Nam. Underway the task group staff, organized 1iLth squadron 
and battalion officers, commenced work on Operation Order l04-6~ 
for the SLF. Previously a document had not been spGcifically written 
to depict the task group's organization, missiqns, and embarked 
equipment and supplies. TG 78.5 Operation Order 104-65 may be used 
as a guide to assist :fUture H1ll'1t sand BLTI s in plarming for 
embarkation and contingency operations. A joint TO 78.5 intelligence 
section made up of HMlIf and BLT personnel began plans for intelligence 
collection. Initi¥ly the_ SLF received little current; intelligence, 
but tPIough the dogged efforts of the intelligence officers, 
topical, useful information was obtained_from various military agencies 
at every opportunity. The original contingency pack-up of maps 
aboard the sU' shipping was inadequate for sustained operations. 
Fortunately both squadron and BLT anticipated this problem area 
and procured sufficient maps for expected areas of operation. (See 
enclosures 1 and 4). 

b. Q1J,I mON 30 June - 20 July 1965 

- Upon departure from Okioowa the-SLFwasassigned the mission of being 
prepared to participate in the defense oLthe U. S. Army supply 
installation at QUI mON until other more permanent defense feress 
arrived. The SLF was 't-rell sui ted for this mission, with the &bi1ity 
to l&nd by surface and/or he10, provide its own fire support and 
limited armor and anti-tank capability. Upon arrival at QUI NHON 
8L'r 3/7 was ordered to land and was assigned a TAOR. Command and 
control of the BLT was accomplished by accomodation rather than by 
any well defined command and control structure. -
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The problem arose because of' the "@iit 'm:ea of re!3ponsibility for 
the defense of the area. Part ·o:f the reSponsibl1itywas vested in 
th9 Senior U. S. Army advisor at Qui Nhon and part; w.i.th the 22nd 
.4JI.'.l1J Division" while cotfunana of the B~Ti~mained afloat. Had the 
-hl)::'ae. t'Sned Viet Cong regiment materialized into fact there may 
1\,Jl.l ~-'ave been some problems with commancrand control. - The period. 
ash·:::re provided excellent training for' the BLT, preparing them for 
fl1tu:;,~e cperations.' The HMM also gained v~luable experience and 
refres~cr training in d~ and night LPH operations. During the 
period ebhore limited Sl1PPJ.y sUpport in the form of CLASS :t and V 
was received from the U. S. Army. Prior to the relief of the BLT 
it was l..;equested by higher authority tha-cthe SLF HMM contiriue to 
s1J.pport BLT2/7 that was scheduled to relieve BLT 3/7. In order 
to free the SIF ~ plans were madEi--to estab'rish an B plane de-tacnrnent 
ashore at Qui Nhon but was never implem8n~ed. BLT 3/7 was relieved 
of its responsibilities by BLT 2/7 on 6 July 1965, while HMrIf-163 
supported BLT 2/7 ashore. The StF remained off Qui Nhon until 
20 July when a 12 plane detachment from Il1'lM .. 161 arrived and relieved 
HMM-163 of its support mission. The SLF ~~s released and departed 
Q"J.i 1'hcn on 20 July 1965 fer Subic Bay,. Republic of the Philippines 
fora plFu:m,ed upkeep ana training period~ Prior to arrival as was to ' 
happen m.any other times the 51]' was diver=ted to another mission, for 
which it. had a speCial capability, (See E-nclosures 1, 4 and 5) 

c., ~RATT;AS REEF 22 July - 31 July 19~2 

The SLF departed Qui Nhon with the intentions of sailing for SUbic 
Bay, Republic of tIle Philippines~t;oco!1ducttraml.rlg the UpKeep of 
equipment. Plans had been prepared for ~ 10 d~ training schedule. ~ 
advance parties dispatched andi!liti§.l arrang§m_Elrrt hasbeen made for .... 
billeting and training facilities. On 22 July the SLF was diverted 
by CCJ)€SEVENTHFLT to assist in the salvage of the USS Frank Knox 
which was aground on Prattas Reef (105 miles east of Hong Kong). 
The SLF was placed under the operational_control of cm 73. The 
reason that the SLF 1vaS designated was two-fold, first the Helicopters 
were needed for transport of equipment and personnel needed for the 
salvage operation, and second the USS Iw~Jima was needed ~ecause 
of her abi1it,r to produce large quantities of fresh water. The 
HMM' s state of training increased during_~this period because of the 
demanding type of flying that was required. n1e state of training 
of the-BLTdeteriorated due to the crowded conditions and the limited 
R~ount of physical and classroom training that could be conducted. 
Shortly after arrival it was requested by QTG 78.5 that the USS 
T'1:1adega and the USS Point Defiance be alJ,owed to sail for Subic 
:Thy in order to. allow them to conduct training and upkeep of equip­
m2~t~ This request was disapproved, however, the USS Point Defiance 
~.s crdered to the Philippines in order to remove some of the landing 
force equipment. 
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This was required because of the LeU aboard ,the ship was needed for 
salvage operations, as ~as additional deck space. The plans were 
for the LSD to them rejoin the USS Iwo JiWa and the USS Ta1edega 
at Prattas Reef. Meanwhile permission ws§reoeived for the 
USS Iwo Jima·and the USS Taladega to sail tO,Hong Kong for R & R. 
This resulted in the Point Def:i,.ance sail,i.,.!,lg Prattas Reef without 
some of the landing force equipment emba:r~ed while the remainder of 
the SLF was on R & R in Hong Kong. This splitting of the landing 
force proved to be detrimental to the overall ~adiness of the SLF 
'in subsequent operations. On 31 J~y the SLF was released from 
operational control of CTF 73. (See Enclosures 1 and 4). 

d •. Hang Kong 2-10 Augp.st 

On 2 August 1965# the SLF arrived in Hong Kong for.a much needed 
period of R & R.·'· The squadron had been in the Republic. o;tY;j,.et Nam 
or aboard ship aJmost continually since ~~brmt;ry.~ _ ,BLT 3/7 had 
little opportunit,y for recreation since leaving GONUS. The ships 
were in harbor sufficient t~me for all personnel to get shore liberty, 
excepting those aboard the Point Defiance which was detained for 

-salvage operations at Prattss Reef. Few minor and no major 
disciplinary problems were encountered. On 10 August the SLF 
(less those elements embarked on the Point Defiance) sailed for 
Subia Bay, RepubliC of the Philippires and the delayed training 
and upkeep period. Dagger Thrust plans were also to be made while 
at Subic and near GTF 78 and CTF 76. (See Enclosures 1 and 4) 

, 
e. Subic Bal P. Ie 12 Aug - 17 Aug 19q5 

On 12 August the SL1;, minus the USS Point Defiance, arrived at Subic 
Bay for a pe}j.od_QL1:i±'keep and training. Plans had been made fur th_e __ 
BLT to conduct individual training as well as coordinated training 
with the HMM. The' HMM: had drawn up a schedule to include instrument 
refresher training, night tactic problems as well as integrated 
problems with the BLT. Due'tothe crowded facilities aboard the 
ships the BLT and HMM moved ashorEJ. WhUe _ this training was going 
on the SLF was placed on a 12 hour reaction to the coast of RVN. 
Plans were also being prepared at the TF 18 and TG 78.5 level for 
future Dagger Thrust operations. This exchange of ideas period proved 
to be very beneficial at a later date. On 17 AU8ust the order was 
reoeived to depart Subic Bay as soon as possible for the coast of 
lWN. This order was received at 1030 and by 2400 the entire SLF 
less Point Defiance elements was back aboqrd assigned shipping. 
This included loading some of the equipment that had been offl~ded 
from the Point Defiance aboard the USS TaladElga. .Arter backloading 
had been completed the SLF departed indep~ndently for RVN. The 
USS Point Defiance was ordered to proceed direct from Prattas Reef, to 
the coast of RVN whichnecce~itate~ that some of the eq~ment pre­
viously offloaded be left at Subic Bay P. I. 
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The SLF anived off thE) coast of RVN w:i-t.il time remain:tn.g on the 72 
hour reaction time- required. During 'If~~.£~;ri6~~i,.shor~c~"t Subia 
Bay P. I. the intelligen(le personnel.tpok ~adv~ni?age or the intell1,.gence 
sources available at TF 76/78 an(i ,coniin~,d deyelopiDg.their collection 
plan ~ In add1-tion tQt+,a~ning aI.ld~ -P:t.a~ ~0l!te re Sl}PJ;l+¥. ~s con­
du<;J~ed particul~1y of ~yiationa~?:r.~:LE~tjs~ There W8:~only limited 
resupply availaole for~tfie BLT~. I!1.tnng 'PJlis period the Commanding . _~_. 
Officer of' BLT 3/7 and -select:ed- stan- officers -were-orderecCto.. .. - . 
Chu Lei, RVN for a liais.on conf'erence, T}iis requ.ired that thEl initial 
planni.n.g for Lhe next operation be startftQ, wlthQut be,ne;f'it of the 
Commanding Officer, 8-3", or Communications Office+,_ (See Enclosures 
1 and 4). '" 

f. Operation Starlight}8AllB; "-21:"~U&.1965 

Upon notification the SLF departed Subic Bay ~~th the mission of acting 
as a ready reserve 'for operat"ion }?1.a;e:t;tti3~ 'The operation.. ,~rd.er 
specified that the BLT or portions thereof landed 't"ould CHOPto 
CO III ¥lA.F aft"'er landing. 'dthertha.:n i~inAited fra£;~enian- and- Warning 
ordars the SLF arrived off the coast of ~VN with little or no know­
ledge of "mat the overall operation was. [l liaison party was flown 
in by helicopter to Chu-tai in a,dvance olthe arr:i-val r:rt the SL11' to 
es~ablish initial liaison and to make Gontc!ct wL th the C. o. of BLT 
3/7 and obtain a briefing. Cont~ct was Jllade a?d shortl:y-afteJ;' the 
arrival of the SLF it was committed. An :i,.n,:!.'13.ntJ:'Y yomparw, from the 
Talladega was landed at night~ By utilizing prev:to'+l?ly .pr~pared 
landing plans this was accomplis.hed wi thoy,t incident,!! A minor , 
problem arose in that CG III MAF was com~tt:i,.ng the SLF units with-
out. prior knowledge of the 78.5. On D pius 1. the remainder of BLT .a 
3/1 was committed. However, the HMM rema~ned under operational ,., 
control of eTG 78.5. After some initial confusion it was determined 
that control of helicopters and *~o support coordination was passed 
ashore and the CTG 78.5 helicopter~, alth01!gh under tM control of 
eTG 78.5 were being controlled by cG In MAP. This pointed out the 
lack of sufficient controling facilities aboard the assigned shipping 
of the SLF i n addition to the non-eJdsten.ce of a ;t:ire support coordi-
nation capability. During Operation Starlite the BLT was resupplied 
by HMM-163 from supplies aboard the LPH._Thl,s I,'esulted in the" reduction 
of the overall material readiness of thellLF. Equipment damage 
during the operation was light. ITa:j.u.able intelligence was gained by 
the SLF on Operation starlite. S-2 personnel i'Nm the TG 78.5 
staff had the opportuni~ to see first hand the tactics and teChniques 
employed by the Vi~t Cong. The le.8sons learned on this operation were 
very beneficial on Dagger Thrust operation. Th~ backload of the SLF 
was uneventful and unopposed. A quick i1].Spection of the assigl1ed 

, equipment made it obvious that the SLF required a brief period of up. 
kaep of equipment1J&t'Qr~participat:ing iii" any other operations. 
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Basect on the above, permiasion was granted for the SLF to sail to 
Subic Bay, P. I. for this upkeep period. (See Enclosures 1, 2 and 4). 

g.. Subic Bay? Republic of -the' P.hii:iPEines 2Mug - 29 Aug 1965 

Pl:-,:t::r~ were once agaJ.h prepar~e-afor a 10d8.y trairring period at Subic 
B2Y;:'·, I. It was necessary to :reduoe this time in order to be on 
~rt.p.:t,~'~on off Qui Nhon, RVN by lei Oct 1965.' Between 26 Aug and 10 

S",p t.he following had to beacc()lllJ?J..ish~Q;_1!Pkee:R .Qf BL'r ang. HMM 
eqllipl:lt1rrt; offload of BLT 3/7 at Chu Lai RVN; orUoad of BLT 2/1 at 
Oid .. nawa" In addition there was a requirement for conducting Dagger 
Thrustp1anrring. During the foU!:' d.axgeriod in Subia Bay the emphasiS 
"Jas on upkeep of HMM: and BLT e,quipment ~~ :r;estq:>ply of sp~e pa~.:ts. 
It 1I.18.S necessary to conduct as much upkeep as possible in the short 
time alloted prior to sailing to RVNfor_the 'offload o~ BL~ 3/7. 
Upon departure from Subic Bay P. I. both.the BLT and HMM weI'e combat 
ready for any futUre operation. Also dur:ii'ig this period cro 78.5 and 
the '. TG 78.5 8 ... 4 departed the 8LF prQeeeding direct to Okinawa 
for 2-iaison with the new SLP'13L1', BLT 2/1. On 29 August the SLF, once 
c.s,:',:...tl i~1tD.ct after reloading the equipment previously' off1oaded 
,;fl'()rrl .c.h'9 USS Point Defiance, departeQ for Chu Lai .. RVN. (See Enclosures 
1 &nd 4)., . 

11Q Ght\ L8,i, RVN 30 August- 2 September 1965 

'I'he SLF arrived off the coast of Ohu La-{-i'or the offload of BLT 3/7. 
The offload was ul'l9ventful, however, high seas aTId bad V{eather requJ.red 
that a limited amount of Class V be left aboard and taken to Okinawa. 
~I~163 conducted support operations deliyering the BLT direc~ly to 
their ~ssigned de~n.siy,e positio~.,~~,~I1: __ ~.Sept.~mb~r thf3 .1?:!tc'~~ 
completed and the SLF departed for Okina~ to reconstitute ~th 
BLT 2/1. (See Enclosures 1 and 4) .', . 

i. Okinawa. - Reconstitution of the 'SLF and Embarkation of BLT 
2/1 5-7 September 19§i 
On 28 August 1965 orders were received to offload BLT 3/7 at Chu Lai, 
RVN and be prepared to embark BLT 2/1 as the new SLF battalion. It 
was originally p1alJ1led to send task group' and task unit representa-

. tives to OkinaWa :t6 assist l3LT 2/1 in th~;ir preparation for embarkation. 
A final <:1ecision wa.~ made to S3nd only CT(f78.5and the task group 
},ogistics Officer. CTG 78.5 and staff, d,t3'parted Subia Bay, P. I. and 
a,'r,dved on Okinawa 28 .August 1965. BLT2/1, LtCol R.T. HANIF_IN 
.~ofrnn3.riding, arrived on Okinawa from CONQS_ qn 2B' August 1965. em 
78,,5 and TF 79 presented a c'omplete briefing on SLF contiI1&El~ 
o:J8r3.tions and propose.d.,-saidm:i.~s,~~):'ls_ f~qTG 7~~ a1'l1.~1b.c~Ul. = .. 
])~t.i:l.iled liaison was made with individual battalion staff sections ",0 

assist in their preparation for embarkation. Embarkatipn orders ind 
accurate loading plans were prepared. 
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TG 76.5 arrived at l'ihlte Beach on 5 Sept~mber 1965 and loadingcoJlltl1enced 
immediately. Ail BLT 2/1 supplie s and eg.,uipment were staged prior to 
commencement of loading and timely assi$~r.ce by 3rd}~~iv emoarkation 
personnel facilitated the operation. BLT 2/1 arrivea. on" Vklnawa 
already organized as a battalion landing team along with their supplies 
and equipment. This facilitated embark~~ion planning and staging 
'Within the time allotted for preparation! The Task Group units were 
given a thorough mi~sion briefing by TF19~ which served as an 
initial planning guide. In this· embarkation one task unit was 
familiar with the $LF operation and was able to assist the other in 
planning phases. The S1F sailed on 7 Bep~ 1965 enroute to the 
Republic of Viet N~m to support the lanainS of the U. S. 1st Cavalr,r 
(Air Mol:dle) Division. (See Enclosures ~ and 3) • 

. j. Qui NhoniO-22 Sep 1965 

The SLF was assigned the mission of a Floatil1.f; Reserve on a 6 hour 
reaction time. to assist in providinf protection to the 1st Calvar,r 
(Air Mobile) Djvision quring their land~gg at Qui Nhon~ Viet Nam 
and during their movement inland to An Khe. Upon arrival represen­
tatives of TG 78.5 Staff, HMH-163, and 13LT 2/1 effected liaison and 
obtained situation briefs from Task Forcs_Alpha, reps of 1st Calvary, 
22 RVN Division and 2nd Bn 7th Marines. Tne land:tng and movement 
inland was relatively unnpposed but the time was well utilized for 
Dagger Thrust:Rlarming~_ Djlta:i.1ed plans .rere. complE:rt.~ andJ1J~Gh 
desperately needed intelligence was gathered for targets 2, 4 and 11. 
Squadron and En training was greatly enhanced by a daily rotation o:f 
a rifle platoon with 2/7~ who was in defensive position in the Qui 
Nhon area. Rendezvous with TF 78 was accomplished for detailed plans 
on command and control, supporting arms, and preparation for 
Da.gger Thrust Rehearsal area. Atter an @.sventful 12 days the SLF 
was released to proceed with the long awaited Dagger Thrust amphi-
bious raids. (See En~lo~ures 1 and )). . . 

k. Dagfier T,hrust Operations 22 Ssp - 2 Oct 1962 

On 21 September 1965" when releas.ed fromJ ts \lOpera-hion Highlandll 

committment the SLF was at last cleared to commence the long awaited 
and often postponed Dagger Thrust Amphibious raids. Planning for 
these .raids has been classified :top secreji and had commenced as far 
back as May. Now all was in readiness, detailed plans completed and 
permission received to strike in rapid sV9cession during the period 
25 September to 2 October three of severi~ suspected Viet Cong " 
infiltration points. These were in order~ Dagger Thru~t target no 2, f1 

theVung MU PeninSula, 12· niiles south-of Qui NhOri,--RVN;.-:nigger Thrust 
target no. 4~ Ben Gei Ba,y, 27 miles north of Nha Trang~ R~; @nd Dai!ger 

1 Thrust target no II the Tam Quam area 31.miles south of Quang Ngai, RVN~ 
./ 
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A rehearsal, considered anESsential part of the raiding sequence, was 
conducted on 23 September. Site of the r~hearsal was the III MAF 
eIfc].ave at Ohu Lai, R\TN~ Rehearsal plans closely approximated those 
of the projected raid of Dagger Thrust target no 2. Although one 
tanlr was submerged during rehearsal retraction no other equipment 
or pe:::-.3oT'..nel casual ties occurred. The rElbearsal was conSidered 
satisfactory and the raiding forceunderCTF 76 (OATF) and CTG 78 
(C~?) proceeded. Dagger Thrust target ng. 2 was struck 25 and 
26 Sept.ember 1965_ SimUltaneous surface. and air landings were made 
25 mL~utes after sunrise. The Vung Mu peninsula was quickly 
sei;aed and hasty search and seizure operCl.tions conducted. Intelligence 
on the area bad been sketchy and evidence-produco~ during the raid 
indicated that although the VC may at one time have been there in some 
strength most had been .£.QllE1 fo±,_§..om§.time ___ 1T~t~ful.:i:nt!3l11-gEl!1(1~ ___ .. __ . 
information was gained from interrogation of local citizens. Leaflets 
dropped during the initial landing as a civil control measure were 
considered successful. The raid complete withdrawal was done as 
planned ani in good order. All f'2:r..Qes w~re reemba.rked.wi-thout any 
personnel' or material casua.l ties which wo~ld prE}ventc.9}1tin:f1ations of· 
the raids, Dagger Thrust target no. 4 was struck on Se.Q.}:.einber 28th. " 
Three Force Reconnaisance teams1inder . operational control. of CTF 78 ,p_" ~. ' 

were introduced by rubber boat d~ing tb.e'night of 27 September. --1_. ( .-'" 
Their mission; Discover VC activity_ Report it for surface and/or 
helicopter borne assault by the SLF. Their mission was aborted when 
one of the Recon Teams failed to establish radio contact. All 
three teams were w.i.thdrawn by helicopters without difficulty and 
without any significant contact. Personnel and materia,l readiness 
condition of the SLF remained unchanged. ~.SggeJ:'. Thrust target no. II 
was struck on 1 and 2 October. This was considered to be the most . ~ -

lu.cmtive of the three ~argets,t bas.E3cl1.1Eon the _s~etchY:i.n:t:-ell!gE3~<::E3 _ 
available at this time. Here surface landings were made at sunrise. 
A helicopter borne landing was made on o~der of the BLT commander 
approximately 3 hours later, ancihasty search and clear operations 
conducted; including a shore to shore LVT borne raid of an adjacent 
va installation. Contact and light resistance was encounterd throughout 
this raid without ~ersonnel casualties and with one helicopter 
disabled by ground fire. Time and t~e pr~_ss of other missions worKed 
~gainst the SLF,.9ILJihis r;aid £!n.d.tr'qst;raWc.onlpletioll-OLthe ~eep. 
Wi thdrawal was ordered at 0900 on -2 OctOber and i"oro-os ~mbarked 
under sporadic small' arms fire from VC remaining i'n the q;-ea. 
Leaflets and the psychological warfare team again proved useful. 
}"'.u:ch --iie-t-i ·int-elligence was g~;l,ne(r~by the raid al th?ugh search and 
sv!8ep operation came up -emp~~handed. Relat~d discussion, maps, and 
lessons learned on thesera.ias.ma.,Y be foupd J.n enclosure (9). 

, to . ";. ',_ .... :." .. i'~_f ' - .' -.,.,-! 

1. Indonesia~ Crisls 3-8· October 1965 
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On October ), 1965, the SLF ~oved from the Republic at' Viet Nam toward 
'Positions -at sea to the north of Indonesia fol:' possible participation 
in the evacuation of U. S. non-combatants and other designated persons. 
While SLF shipping moved south, the staff began planning for operations 
concentrating on the Medan area of Sumatra .~nd Djakarta and Soerabaja. 
on the island of Java. On formation of tha_SLF certain officers had been 
direct-ad to prepare detailed briefings on possible areas of SLF operations 
based on contingenqy plans and available intelligence. The familiar-
ity of these officers with the area and the operations plans enabled 
the staff to begin meaningful planning illllllediately. Planning was 
hampered by lack of specific intelligence on the current situation in 
Indonesia. The only information received on the crisis by the SLF 
came off/the AP teletype wire. 

- In addl'tion to planning at the SLF level, two officers from the A 
HMM and one Q!,ficer from the BLT went to the USS Estes for liason ., 
with the stafts of Task Foroes -76 and 78. The SLF contingenoy map 

....,ack Up was opened and found to be adequat~for plarlAing purposes .. 
However, ha.d the entire SLF been req.uired to execute operations there 

. would have been SOJl1.e shortages.. This une~ected deployment of the 
SLF del~yed. r~llet -Qf HMM ... l6" wh10h u~d b~~~ so.h.ed~~d to ~ke 
~li;}-r.:e 'f,!;-'4 IJru¢€illg q~- $~b~r~~~!l n ~~ rl§~§q ~ w.1;)ug:.~ Qr. S!JI' 
$hipping I>l.U Subia, pj:\-ogrAl1i~d fQl" & .. 10 OetclJer.. TIw ad'ditional time 
at sea was ut:LliH«. W ilLT:$W HMM tJ:lr ~8B'~m ~~~ and. 
physical fitness training.. ~he SLF equipment was maintained and 
brought up to the highest state of readiness possible without orf. 
loading the equipment. (See Enclosures 1 and 3). 

m. ~ Rotation/CT6 78.5. Relief ~O October 1965 

On 8 October 1965 the SLF Indo~sian alert was set at a f2 hour 
reaction. Based on this reaction time the plan fOr rotation of HMM 
and change of SLF shiping was executed. .An advanced echelon of 
BLT 2/1 was placed aboard the USS VaUey Forge and that ship with the 
USB -Talladega and 'I:,he USS ,Point Defian-;e depart for Subic Bay P. I. 
The USS Iwo Jima with CT6.78.5, HMM-163 and C. O. BLT 2/1 aboard 
saileg forDaNang RVN to effect rotation of lIMM am relief of em 
78.5. On 10 October 1965 the usa Iwo Jima arrived at DaNang RVN~ 
A liaison group was dippatCl'led ashore early J10rning aM rotation of 
HMM squadrons commemed at approxih3tely 1000. 1tcol M. B. PORTER 
embarked witll LiaisQl'l group for brief1ng am. ~liet of em 78S. 
After detailed brief }!td'bween stArts am completion of OM rotation 
Colonel N. G. F..'WrlfJJ'~~ aa cmi 78.S b1 Ltoo1 M. B. PORTER 

Com"'~ .~ '1~ I}JJd 
If. 0" 
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CTG 78.5 OPERATION ORD~ 1-65 

A. CTF 76 281456Z 
B. cm 76.5 OPORD 201-65 
C. CTF 76 281332Z 
D. DTG 76.5 291740z 
E. MAPS: AMS SERIES LZo1 1:50,000 SHEETS 6852 I, II, Ill, AND IV 
F. CTG 78.5 OPPLAN 104-65 

Time Zone: Local for area of operation 

Task Organization: Commander Amphibious 'rask Group Capt D. A. SCOTT. 
2. Commander Landing Group LtCol. N. G. EWERS. 

a. TG 76.5 CAPr, D._A. sCorT_~ __ _ 

!WO JlIviA 

Pr DEFIANCE 

TALLADEGA 

b. TG 78.5 LTCOL N. G. EWERS • 

HMH-163 

BLT 3/7 (REINF) 

- '_'I 

1. SITUATION. COMUSMAr.V HAS REQUESTED A MARINE BLT TO PROTECT U. s. 
INSTALLATIONS AT QUI NHON WHICH NOW PRESENTS A LUCRATIVE TARGET FOR 
POSSIBLE VIET CONG ATTACK IN CONNECTION WITH GENERAL OFFENSIVES CENTRAL 
HIGHLANDS TO COAST. 

A. ENE~FORCES. VIET CONG PRESENT IN SMA.IJL GROUPS IN HIGH 
GROUND WEST r SOUTH OF QUI NEON. (CR 068176 TO CR 023253) NUMEROOS 
TRENCH LINES AN.D FOXHOLES REPORTED RECENTLY DUG IN TBIS AREA .. ALSO. 
SMALL GROUP VIET CONG ACTIVITY REPORTED IN VILLAGE SOUTH FLANK OF 
BEACH (CG 070200) AI\JD ON PRESQU1 ILE DE PHU cx) 1'1A I. ISLANDS VIC INITY 
HON DAT (CF 115128) USUALLY UNCX:;CUPI~ BUT SOl1E SNIPING OCCURS. 
THREE VI:~T CONG BNS. LOOATED IN BINH DINH PROVINCE. THF'RE IS NO 
KNOWN AIR THREAT. NAVAL SURFACE THREAT LIMITED TO SUPPLY JUNKS. 
VIET CONG IN AREA NOT CONSIDERED THREAT FOR LARGE SCALE FRONTAL 
ASSAULT. HAXIMUM THREAT CONSIDERED BY U. S. FORCES QUI NHON TO IE 
IvIASSED MORTAR ATTACK FROM HIGH GRCUND TO WEST AND PRESQUl]LE. HatTAR 
ATTACKS OCCUR SPORADICALLY ON SMALL SCALE. SMALL NUMBER VIET COOG 
EXECUTE OCOASIONAL TERRORIST TACTICS IN QUI NEON CITY. 

B. FRIENDLYFQRCES. ... . 

1 ENCLOSURE (5) 
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(1) COMUSMACV. COORDINATES IN COUN'JRY OPERATIONS IN SUPPCRT OF 

AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS. 
(2) ARVN FORCES. COORDINATED THROUGH II CORPS HEADQUARTERS 

PLEJKU.-
(3) fie S. FORCES. 2500-3000 U. S. ARMY SERVICE SUPPORT PERSONNEL. 
(4) NGF leAs AS REQUIRED AND APPROVED BY OTF 76. 
(5) LCGISTIC SUPPORT FORCE (TF 73) AS REQUlliED. 
(6) HELICOPTER DIRECTION CONTROL UNIT (TU 76.5.5). 

(A) EST.ABLISHE,D AND OPERATES IN HDC IN LPH. 
CB) CONTRCLS AND COORDINATES ALL AIRCRAFT IN AOA. 
(C) CONTROLS HELICOPTERS IN SHIP '1'0 SHORE MOVEMENT. 
CD) CONTROLS AND COORDINATES SAR WITHIN AOA. 

(7) TRANSPORT UNIT (TU 76.5.2) 
(A) LANDS TEE LANDIID FORGE OV"!£R RED BEA.CH. 
(B) CONDUCTS SURFACE AND HELIBORNE SHIP-T0-sHORE AMPHIBlCUS 

OPERATIONS. 
(C) CONDUCTS ANTI-sNEAK AMD4N':l;':r:~k .BQll.':I' . OP~TIOllIS~ 

(8) HELICOPTER TRANSPORT UNIT TTUc76:5':3r~UNDgTHE tANDING FORCE 
BY HELICOPT~R INTO ASSIGNED LANDING ZONES. 

(9) SURFACE TRANSPORT UNIT (TU 76.5.4) LANDS THE LANDIID FffiCE 
OVER RED BEACH TO SECURE ASSIGNED OBJECTIVES. 
2. MISSION. 

A. GENERAL. WHEN DIRECTED BY HIGHER AUTHORITY LAND AT QUI NHON 
AND PROVIDE SECURITY FOR THE U. S. MILITARY COMPLES IN QUI NHON. 

B. BLT 3/7. LANDS BY SURFACE AND HELIBORNE ASSAULT TO ESTABLISH 
DEFENSIVE POSITION IN QUI NHON AREA. 

c.. Hl1M-163. PROVIDES HELICOPTER TRANSPORT FOR ELEMENTS OF BLT 3/7 • 
.3. EXECUTION.-

A. CONCEPT OF OPERATION. 
(1) BLT 3/7 LA.NDS TWO COMPANmS BY HELICOPTER IN ASSIGNED 

lANDING Z01TE, ONE BY SURFACE OVER RED BEACH AND ONE COMPANY IN RESERVE. 
ATTACK AND SEIZES OBJECTIVE, AND ESTABLISHES TAOR FROM 074202 TO 
095127 TO Oh1l3l TO 997157 TO 989211 TO 057225. 

(2) HMJ1-163 PROVIDES HELICOPTFRS FOR INITIAL MOVEMENT, OF 
TROOPS AND SUPPLIES, RESUPPLY, HEDICAL EVACCIAT:CON, AND SUCH OTHER 
MISSIONS AS fiIAY BE DIRECTED. 

(3) SHORE PARTY TEAM TO OPERATE BEACH FOR ON CALL SURFACE 
LANDING AND COMBAT SUPPORT AND LOOISTICAL SUPPORT. 

(4) R.c-SERVE COMPANY OF BLT 3/7 to LPH-2 FROM APA AS MOBILE 
RESERVE. 

B. COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS~ 
(1) THIS OPERATION ORDER IS EFFECTIVE FOR PLANNIID ON RECEIPT 

AND EXECUTION ON SIGN1l.L FROM CTF 76 OR HIGHER AUTHORITY. 

IN LZ. 

(2) D-DAY ~IO BE SIGNALLED BY CTF 76 OR HIGHER AUTHORITY. 
(3) H i>.ND L HOURS TO BE SIGNALLED BY TF 76.5. 

(A) H HCUR IS TIME OF UNDING FmST WAVE RED BEACH. 
: (B) L HOUS IS TIME OF LANDING FJEST HELIBORNE ELEMENTS 

(5) PRIMARY LANDING ZONES/ALTERNATE LANDING ZONES: 
RAVEN 030230 . 
SPARROW 046203 
CROW 051194 

"" .. 2 . EIDLOSURE . ($) 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • (6) AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA: CENTERED ON OR 0621 TO LAND­
WARD A· TEN Nt\UT!CA.L MILE RADIUS CIRCLE AND TO SEAWARD A CIt1.CLE OF 
TWEN'l'Y-FIVE NAUTICAL MILES RADIUS TO INCLUDE ALL SEA, LAND AND AIRSPACE 
LOOATED THEREIN. 

(7) RULES OF EIDAGEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH COMUSMACV 
INSTRUCTIONS AND LIAISON WITH SENIOR ADVISOR 22ND DIVISION (COL. MITCHELL). 

(8) UNIT COMMANDERS ASSIGNED PROMlLGATE SUPPCRTING PLANS 
AS REQUmED tu'lH CCI?IES TO oro 78.5. 

(9) D+L AND SUBSEQUENT AIR SUPPCRT REQUIREMENTS WILL BE 
SUBMITTED BY SEPEBATE MESSAGE VIA T.AR NET BY 1800 DAILY. 

CTG 76.1. 
(10) mF SUPPORT NOT REQUIRED, mrl' AVAJLABLE THROUGH 

(ll) RELIEF AND WITHDRAWAL ABOUT 15 JULY 1965. 
(12) REPORTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH REFERENCE (F). 
(13) REQUEST FOR MEDICAL EVACUATION AND EMERGENCY RESUPPLY 

WILL BE REQUESTED VIA TAR NET TO THE ROO. BOO WITh NOTIFY HMM .. 163 
(OTU 78.5.3) IMMEDIATELY OF SUCH REQUEST • 
.4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOOISTICS. 

A. LmERTY ASHORE IN IccCiRDANCE wr'nI INS'mUC~IONS ISSUED BY U. S. 
SElfWR ADVISOR 22ND DIVISION ARVN. 

B. PRISONERS OIF WAR. 
(1) POW, REFUGEE REPATRIOTS, CAPTURED VIET COy.,n AN!) VIET 

CONG SUSPECTS WILL BE HANDED OVER TO THE CUmODY AND CONTROL OF THE 22ND 
ARVN DIVISION ASAP. LIAISON WILL BE AFFECTED WITH THE 22ND ARVN 
DIVISION G-2 ADVISOR. 

(2) rows WILL BE TREATED HUMANELY AT ALL TIMES IN ACCORDANCE 
w.rTH LOCAL CUSTOMS AND THE GENEVA CONVENTlOO. 

c. CIVIL AFFATIlS. 
(1) CIvn AFFAIRS OPERATIONS WJ:LL BE Rl~STRICTED TO THE 

MINIMUM NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE ASSIGNED MISSION. 
(2) LIAISON WITH THE SENIOR U. S. ADVISOR TO ENSURE PROPER 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE PROTFOTJON OF PROPERTY, AGREEMENTS FOR T'lE USE OF 
BUTI.DINGS OR PROPERTY AND RESTITUTION Faa USE at DAMAGE TO PRIVATE 
PROPERTY. 

D. CASUALTY REPORTING. 
(1) IN ACCORDANCE WITH MARCORPERSMAN AND DIVO 3040.2. 

E. SUPPLIES TO BE LANDED WILL BE PUBLISHED BY BLT 3/7 (CTU 
78.5.2). . 

F. RESUPPLY WILt BE PROVJDED 78.5.3 AND SUPPLEMENTS BY COMUSmCV 
ASHORE. 

G. RESUPPLY WILL BE REQUESTED THROUGH TACLOG CHANNELS F&Gi HST 
TO TACLOJ. 
5. COMMAND AND CCMWNICATIONS-ELECTRON!CS. 

A. C01'il'rAND RSs~s: -
(1) CTE 76.5 U.S.S. IWO JIMA 
(2) ClU 76.5.2 U.S.S. lWO JIM! 

ENCLOSURE (5) .. 
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cro 78.5 OPORDER 2-6.5 

REF: A. CTF 76/78 OPORDER 323-66 
B. CTF 76 120250z SEPI' 
C. CTG 78.5 OPPUN 104-65 

TASK ORGANIZATION. SEE REF (A) AND (B) 
1. SI'lUATION 

A. ENEMY FORCES - BEE REF (A) AND (B) 
B. FRIENDLY FORCES - SEE REF (A) AND (B) 

• 

C. FOLLOWING ATTACHMENTS EFFECTIVE 230COOZ SEPT 1965. 
(1) PSYWAR TEAM ATTACHED' em 7B.5 
(2) P10 TEAM ATTACHED TO CTG 7tl.S 
(3) ITT SUB TEAM ATTACHED BLT 2/1 
(h) RVN LIAISON OFFICER ATTACHED BLT 2/1 

. (5) 16 ARVN INTERPRETERS ATTACHED BLT 2/1 

[~~ ~ ~~. I~1~~·~~~~~~t~E~71~-~c~l .. _._.~ 
D. FOLLOWDTG DETACHMENT EFFECTIVE 230000Z SEPT 65 

(1) DET FORCE REGON 00. FROM BLT 2/1 TO OTF 78. 
2. NISSION. ATTACK AND DESTROY VIET CONG INSTALLATIONS, CAPTURE OR 
DESTROY VIEr CONG PERSONNEL AND MATERIAL nl' OBJECTIVE AREA AnTI WITHDRAW. 
3. EXEGT.TTION:- - --------- -- ----- -- ---------

-7,.-:- CONCEPT OF -OP~TION SEE REF (A) AND (B) 
B. COORD1NAT1ID INSTRTJCTIONS­

(1) SEE REF (A) AND (B) 
(2) REPORTS 

(A) BLT SUBMIT ISUM TO CTG 78.3 VIA BLT/CMD NET 4 
HOURS AFT"R H HOUR AND THEN EVERY SIX HOURS THEREAFTER. HMM SUBMIT 
THIS HQ. 

(B) BLT AND illlM SUBMIT AFTER ACTION REPORT TO CTG 
78.5 FOUR DAYS AFTER COMPLETION OF MISSION 

(C) CASUALTY REPORT IN ACCORDLNCE WITH REF (C) 
(:0) HMM SUBMIT DAILY SUMMARY OF HELICOPTER OPERATION 

REPORT TO HDC BY 1830 FOR PERIOD ENDING 1800 IAW REF (A). 
(E) AI11CRAFT AVAILABTI..ITY SUBMITTED BY HMM IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH REF (A) 
(3) LZ BUZZARD 

(A) 1ST WAVE: CHANGE TO AI.:rERNATE LZ AurHORITY REPR.t!.SENTATIVE 
BLT 2/1 IN COORDINATION WITH REPRESENTATIVE Hl'1lIJI-163 

(B) SUBSEQUENT LZ UNTENABLE CO COMPANY DIRECT 
CHANGE. IF LZ INTERDICTED AND NO CONTACT WITH 1Z FLT LEADER CHANGE TO 
ALTERNATE. THOSE OHANGING ADVISE ALL CONCERNED BY MOST EXPEDITIOOS 
MEANS. 

(4) SUBSEQUENT ASSAULT LJFTS WILL USE SAME GENERAL PRINCIPLE 
(5) APPROACH AND RETIREM8NT LANES CHl'l.NGE UPON APPROVAL 

HDC OR HIGHER A Ul'HORITY 
4. ADMINISTRATION AND Loo18T1CS 

-A. SEE REF (A) AND (B) 
B. CTU 78.3.2 WJLL KNTER BLT;011O NET ABOARD LPH-2. PASS ALL 

ADMIN AND TACTICAL TRAFFIC THIS NET. 
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C. THE TASK DESIGNATOR 78.3.2 WILL BE USED EFFECTIVE 230000Z 

AND ONLY FOR TRAFFIC THAT PERTAINS TO TARGET TWO WITHIN THE TASK 
GROUP. ORIGINAL TASK DESIGNATORS I2 TE 78., TU 78.5.2 AND 
TU 78.5.3 WILL BE USED FOR ALL OTHER TRAFFIC. 
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CTG 78.5 OPORDE.~ 3-65 (U) 
REF: (A) CTF 76/78 OPORDER 323-66 

(B) CTF 76 NAG 201030Z SEPT 
(C) CTU 76.3.2 OPPLAN 201-66 
(D) cm 78.5 OPPLAN 104-65 

TASK ORGll.NIZATION. SEE REF(A) AND (B) 
1. EITUAT.lON 

A. ENEMY FORCES SEE REF (A) AND (B) 
B. FRIENDLY FORCES SEE REF (A) AND (B) AND (C) 
C. FOLLOWING ATTACHMENTS EFFECTIVE 2300002 SEPT 

(1) PSYWAR TEAM ATTACHED cm 78.5 
(2) PIO TEAM ATTACHED CTG 78.5 
(3) ITT SUB TEAM ATTACHED BLT 2/1 

D. FOLLOWING DETACHMENTS EFFECTIVE 
(1) DET FORCE BECON CO. FROM BLT 2/1 TO CTG 78.3 230000SEPT 

__ -'2) ~~ ~~'iM V~ill'J FR()l1_~.~T2!1"TO C~J§,.2_ JQQQQQ~_§f?PT 
2. MISSION. BE PREPARED ON ORDER TO WITHDRAW OR REINFORCE REC0N 
AND SURVEILLANCE TEAMS INTRODUCED IN OBJECTIVE AREA. BE PREPARED, 
0N ORDER TO LAND BY AIR OR SURFACE MEArs TO ATTACK AND SEIZE OR 
DESTRoY VIET CONG INSTALLATIONS, MATERIAL !I'ID PERSONNEL. WITHDRAW 
ON ORDER --~--

3" EXECUTION. 
(A) CONCEPT OF OPERATION SEE REF (A) AND (B) AND (C) 
(B) 1001-163 PROVJIJE 4 UH-34 IN CONDITION IV STANDBY FOR 

EMERGENCY 1rlITHDRAvJAL OF RECON TEAMS. PROVIDE 2 UH-34 IN CONDITION 
lV STANDBY TO ACT AS TAO/NGF SPOT AND GAR. BE PREPARED TO LAND BLT 
2/1 IN L2 TO BE DESIGNATED AT Tll'JES TO BE DESIGNATED. 

(C) BLT 2/1 PROVIDE 4 - 7 MAN TEAMS IN 30 lUNUTE STANDBY TO 
ASSIST IN EMERGENCY vITTHDRAWAL OF RECON TEAl1S. PROVIDE FAC & NGF 
SPafTER FOR TAO AIRCRAFT. BE PREPARED TO LAND BY AIR CR SURFACE 
MEA..1IJS IN FORCE .AND AT TIMES AND PLACES ro BE DESIGNATED WITHDRAWAL 
ON ORDER 

CD) COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS 
(1) SEE REF (A) AND (B) 
(2) REPORTS 

(A) BLT SUBMIT ISUM TO CTG 78.3 VIA BLT/CMD NET 4 
HOURS AFTER H HOUR AND THEN 1"'VERY SIX HOURS THEREAFTER. HMM SUBMIT 
THIS HQ 

(B) BLT AND HMM SUBMIT AFTER ACTION REPORT TO CTG 
78.3 FOUR DAYS AFTER COMPLETION OF MISSION 

(C) CASUALTY REPORT IAW REF (D) 
CD) HMM SUBMIT DAILY SUMMARY orr HELICOPTER OPERATIONS 

REPORT TO HDC BY 1830 FOR PERIOD ENDIID 1800 IA~J REF (A) 
($) AIRCRAFT AVAILABILITY SUFMITTED BY HMM IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH REF (A) 
4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS 

A. SFE REF (A) AND (B) 
B. BLT 2/1 ESTABLISH TACLOG ABOARD USS PT DEFIANCE ON ORDER 
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5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS. 

A. SEE REF (A) AND (B) 
B. CTU 78.3.2 WILL ENTER BLT/CYlD NET AB01i.RD LPH .. 2. PASS ALL 

ADMIN AND TACTICAL TRAFFIC THIS NET 
C. THE TASK DESIGNATOR 78.3.2 Will BE USED EFFECTIVE 230000Z 

AND ONLY FCR TRAFFIC THAT PERTAINS TO TARGET 4 ~lITHIN THE TASK GROUP. 
ORJGINAL TASK DESIGNATORS IE TE 78.5 TU 78.5.2 AND 78.5.3 WILL BE 
USED FOR ALL OTHER TRAFFIC 
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CTG 78.5 OPORDER 4-65 

REF A. OTG 76/78 OPORDER 323-66 
B. CTG 76 2010342 
C. CTG 78.5 OPPLAN 104-65 
D. CTU 76.3.2 OPPLAN 201-66 
E. cro 78.5 290025Z SEPT NOTAL 

TASK ORGANIZATION. SEE REF (A) AND (B) AND (C) 
I:--sl:ruATloN . 

A. ENElvlY FORCES SEE-REF (A) AND (B) 
B. FRIENDLY FORCES SEE REF (A) AND (B) AND (C) 
C. FOLLOWING ATTACHMENTS EFFECTIVE 23OO00Z SEPT 

(1) PSY WAR TEAM ATTACHED CTG 78.5 
(2) PIO TEAM ATTACHED CTG 78.5 
(3) ITT SUB TEAM ATTACHED BLT 2/1 
(4) SEAL TEAM VNN ATTACHED BLT 2/1 EFFECTIVE 300000Z SEPT 

D. DETACH DET FORCE~aECQNCQ~fltQ}t1?LJ __ 2/Jl,"1Q .~':L'Q_ 7§.~ ~)OOOOZ SEPl' 
2" MISSION. ATTACK AND DESTROY VIET CONG INSTALLATIONS, CAPTURE OR 
DESTROY VIET CONG PERSONNEL AND MATERIAL IN OBJECTIVE AREA AND 
WITHDRAW ON ORDER. 
3. EXECUTION. 

A. CONCEPT OF OPERATION 
(1) SEE REF (A) AND (B) AND (C) 
(2) AT H HOUR ON D DAY TWO COMPANIES IJI.ND ACROSS RED BEACH. 

SECURE HIGH GROUND VICINITY BS 922145 TO BS 918157. AT L HOUR (TO DE 
ANNOUNCED) LAND ONE COMPANY BY HELO IN LZ DIANE. ONE COMPANY AFLOAT 
LPH .• 2 AS RESERVE. 

B. COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS. 
(1) SEE REF (A) AND (B) 
(2) REPORTS 

(A) BLT SUBMIT ISUM TO CTG 78.3 VIA BLT/CMD NET 4 HOURS 
AFTER H HOOR AND THEN EVERY SIX HOURS THEREAFTER. HlvlM SUBMIT REPORT 
TO THIS HQ. 

(B) BLT & HMM: SUBMIT AFTER ACTION REPORT TO CTG 78.5 
FOOR DAYS AFTER C0MPLETION OF MISSION. 

(C) CASUALTY REPORTING lAW REF (C). 
(D) HMM SUBMIT DAJLY Sill-lMARY OF' HELICOPTER OPERATIONS 

REPORT TO HDC BY 1830 FOR PERIOD ENDING 1800 lAW REF (A). 
(E) AIRCRAFT AVAILABILITY SUBMITrED BY HMM lAW REF (A). 

0) CHANGE OF LZ DIANE TO ALTERNATE LZ. 
(A) 1ST WAVE OF HELICOPT1:'BS WILL CH.:'l.NGE TO ALTERNATE LZ 

AUTHORITY REPRESENTATIVE BLT 2/1 IN COORDINATION WITH REPRESENTATIVE 
HMM-163. 

(B) SUBSEQUENT WAVES CHANGES WILt BE DIRECTED BY CO OF 
OOMPANY IN LZ. IF LZ INTERDICTED AND NO CONTACT HUH LZ 'l"LT LF.ADEa 
M&Y CHANGE ro ALTERMTE. THOSE CHAIDIID ADVISE ALL CONCERNED BY MO&"'r 
EJ.PEDITIOUS l'lEANS. 

(4) SUBSEQUENT ASSAULT LIFTS WILL USE SAl1E GENERAL PRINCIPLE 
(5) APPRCAC H AND RETIREMENT LANES CHAIDE UPON APFROV AL HDC OR 

HIGHER AUTHORITY. 

1 ENCLOSURE (8) 
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SECRET • (6) HELO ZONES AND LANES lAW REF (E) 
4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOOISTICS 

A. SEE REF (1) AND (B) 

• 
B. BLT 2/1 ESTABLISH TACLOO ABOARD USS PT DEFIANCE 

S. COMMAND COMMUNICATION.ELECTRONICS 
A. SEE REF ell.) (In AND (C). 
B. CTU 78.3.2 "WnL ENTER. BLT/CMD NET ABOARD LPH-2. PASS ALL 

ADMIN A~~ T&CTICAL TRAFFIC THIS NET 
;:) • THE TASK DESIGNATOR 78.3.2 WIJJL BE USED EFFECTIVE 230000Z 

SEPT lLliID ONLY FOR TRAFFIC THAT PERTAINS TO TARGET ELEVEN WITHIN THE 
TASK GROUP. ORIGINAL TASK DESIDNATORS, IE TU 78.5.2 AND TIT 78.5.3 
WILL BE USED FOR ALL OTHER TRAFFIC. 
GP-4 
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¥lA1'tTIfE HEJ)IUM HELICOPI':ER SQlJADRON 163 
Marine Aircraft Group 16 . 

1 st }iarine Aircr&ft wing, JiKFPao 
Wv, San Francisco, 966¢1 

Commander Task Group 78.5 
Commander Task Force 7i 

3tCAIllwjg 
376~ 
5 October 1965 

Post Operations Report (Lessons Learned) from Dagger Thrust Targets 
#2, 4, and 11. 

(a) CTG 76.3 mag 29~931Z Sep 65 

1. Value of Amphibious Raids 

a. Amphibious raids such as Dagger Thrust serve useful purposes in the 
fight against the Viet Congo 

b. Schedule additlhona1 Dagger Thrust operations against suitable targets, 
provide the COllJlllander Amphibious Task Force/COfJIDander Landing Force with 
funds and in kind supplies with whioh to compensate the innocent for losses 
and damges incidental to operations ashore (crops destroyed by arty eruplacements, 
tank operations, eto.) Consider night landings by rubber boat, helos, or 
conventional means. 

c. Dagger Thrust operations provide friend~ Naval forces a measure 
of needed initiative. These raias show the local people how tenuous the VO 
hold is over them. They provide an opportunity to secure njeded intelligence. 
By the displ~ of restraint and compassion, troops ashore counter Viet Cong 
anti-U. S. and anti-tovernment propaganda. . 

2. Time Interval Between Raids 

a. Minimum time between targets should be five days to effect proper 
planning and maintenanqe, repair and upkeep of eqUipment. More detailed 
planning is required for a raid (scheme of maneuver, fire support and with­
drawal) than for normal amphibious operations. 

b. If raids are not conducted at least 5 days apart, then complete all 
planning prior to conducting a serieB of raids. At least 3 days would still 
be required if IE-tter were effected for rraintenance and upkeep of equipment. 

c. In amphibious raiding the initiativ.c is ours and there is no compel­
ling reason to rush from t:rget to target. In this series planning and coor­
dination was particularly poor on Target 4. On Targets 4 and 11, BDT planners 
were harried by changes and the urgent requirements of Naval counterparts. 
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3. Mission Type Orders 

a.. A detailed soheJre of maneuver ashore Ipromulgated at CLF/CATF level 
involving companies and designating a reserve (when no other tactic~l units 
are oommitted) is not considered to be in accordance with accepted doctrine 
and does not allow BDr commander suffioient flexibility. 

b. That SLF/BIJr CO be given mission type orders. The detailed soheme of 
maneuver ashore should be the responsibility of BDr commander. 

c. That too many restriotions on tactical movement ashore and coordina­
tion of supporting arms were imposed on BLT coumander durir~ last series of 
operations. 

4. Intelligenoe 

a. Intelligence inputs for Dagger Thrust operations were generally 
dated and characterized by incompleteness and in2>cr.uracy. 

b. Establish better incountry intellig€nce liason. 

c. NIS beach studies were incomplete. Aerial photo readouts were 
inacourate. Suspected VC oaohes failed to materialize. Planning was done 
in a real time intelligence vaouum. 

5. Compromise of Plans 

a. Compromise of phms is a oonstant tr...reat through agents or U,lon 
ap~")earance of the .amphibious Task Force. 

b. Watch the need to know (done in this instance). Beware of ambush 
(especially helo landings). Turn compromise against the eneDlY through "oover" 
plans and demonstrations. Seek ways to get ashore faster and without dis­
closing the presence of the Amphibious Task Force. 

c. 'l'here is an eq,ual ohanoe future plans are or will be compromised. 
Plans must consider this. 

6. Designation of H and L Hour 

a. Hand L hour designated 15 minutes after sunrise will permit TAO, 
NGF spot and C~ aircraft approximately 30 minutes of daylight for recon 
and attaok. Landing of helo elements at times not tied to H Hour, but to 
the rate of advance of troops ashore (as was the oase in DZ Crow on Target 
2 and Diane at Target 11) should not properly be oalled L Hour landings 
for promulgation at CATF/CLF level. 

b. Control H and L Hour at CATF level. Let CO of troops ashore control 
all other lion call" elements whether surface of' helo landed. 

c. It takes approximately 45 minutes to commence r.elo landing on on-call 

2 SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECREl' 

serial such as the company landed at Diane in Target 11. Such on call commit­
ments are further complicated by del~'s in transmitting and understanding 
orders to land. Troop commanders must consider thiS, espeoially when suoh 
oomruitment is critical to the scheme of rraneuver ashore. 

7. Command And Control 

a. vorrillmnd relations and control and coordination responsibilities oan 
and do 'become confused as they did in certairi~~areas of these raids. 

b. Spell out OATF/CLF/SLF/BDr/~i1 command relations and control responsi­
bilities in applicable opeI'ations plans so far as they relate to supporting 
arDls, sohen:e of maneuver ashore, TACLOG operations t and hela operations .. 

c. Troop and helioopter units should receive their orders from the CLF, 
not the CATF as was the case on target 4 when CTG 76.3 ordered CTU 76.,.2 
to launch all helos to red,over the reconnaissance teams on target 11 when 
CTG 76.3 ordered CTU 76.,.2 to land troops in LZ Diane. 

8. Withdrawal Operations 

a. BiT daylight withdrawals unopposed or lightly opposed as was the 
QEse here, last 5 hours or more. Withdrawal in under 5 hours seems unlikely. 
Time of day, ene~ opposition, surf and weather oonditions, level of crew 
training and familiarity of responsible officers with plans are all-important 
contributing factora. 

b. Plan and train for withdrawal like any other tactical operation. 
Give the BDr co~nder the same support and freedom of action. 

o. In these ra.ids, target 2 withdrawal was poorly executed. Target 
4 withdrawal was confused by conflicting directives. Target 11 withdrawal 
profitted by the previous experience, and was generally satisfactory. 

9. Selection and Preparation of Helicopter Landing Zones 

a. In an environment ofa limited intellig:noe, possi1ility of oompromise, 
restrictions on free use of effensive fire powers and a slow troop buildup, 
helicopter borne assaults are vulnerable to ambush and defeat in detail. One 
rifle company takes about one hour to land, with approx. 125 troops landed 
in the first 5 minutes. 

b. Select multiple landing zones for company size lifts. Avoid assault 
landing in zones with good deTensive terrain nearby. (IZ Diane il!l target 11) 

. c. We were lucky in target 2 and 11. Had the enemy occupied these 
positions in even small numbers, she could have hurt us badly coming in as 
we did without any preparatory strikes or fires and escorted by attack 
aircraft whose pilots were unfamiliar with helicopter escort tactics. 
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10. Use of t~e UH-,4D as a TAO Aircraft 

a. The UH-34D aircraft is not suitable for the TAO mission. It was 
made to work on these raids by the courMean<Ll:lkillof the crews. 

b. The SLF be task organized to include a detachment of four UH-IB 
heliccpters. Tb~a has been requested by CTG 78.5 msg 23¢7253 July 65, by 
CTG 78.5 letter P3A23866 of 26 Aug 1965, and bi CTV 78 for these operations, 
but not provided. 

c. The UH-34D was utilized on target 2, 4, and 11 as a TAO aircraft. 
72 TAO sorties were flown and 4 aircraft sustained hits from smal1arms 
fire. This represents IP'¢% of all SLF personnel and equipment sustaining 
hits during the three operations. The aircrart is vulnerable. The pilot 
and co-pilot are the only persons thet have any visibility and this is not 
good enough for TAO work. Crew ooordination on a TAO mission is diffioult. 
Similar problems were encountered when using the UH-34D as an armed heli­
copter and it was not considered suitable for that mission either. 

11. Control of Visitors Ashore 

a. The length of a raid operation ooupled with rapidity of movement 
and logistical and tactical planning consideraj;ions preclude handling the 
large number of visitors normally associated with an amphibious operation 
of greater magnitude and extended duration. 

h. That- in--v:iew'of rapid concept (time and size of unit) visitors not 
be allowed ashore. 

o. Too many interested personnel came ashore and desired tours/briefing, 
etc. Such is not compatible with mission. 

12. SITREPS 

a. SITREP presently reCluired from BLT every 12 hours, Ism,;s reCluired 
every 4 hours. Many efforts made to comply in timely and informative fashion. 
However, RQR then laid on to informing afloat activities of every skirmish/ 
move, aniticipated action, etc. Even though personal representative of CATF 
was ashore with radio (provided by BLTJ CO and XO of BLT was constantly 
required to brief situation and take time aw~ from planning and supervision. 

b. That SITREPS be submitted every 8 hours. That ISm·S be submitted 
every 4 hours. That CATF representative supp~ on the spot information ever 
eLF tactical net iaw existing situation. 

c. That too much on the spot information was personally requested from 
CO BLT during operations even after S:!:TKEPJ and-on the spot information 
submitted by CATF representRtive. Other sources, TACC, T,e, EllC and rp,dio. 
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TAO logs were available, but not fully utilized. 

134 Use of leaflets 

a. Leaflets are an effective method of controlling the populRtion " 
duringc-5Unphi bous rai ds. 

b. Leaflets should be dropped on subsequent Dagger Thust Operations. 

Co Prior to target 2 and 11 ver,y little was known as to the effect of 
the leaflets on the pppulation when used immediatley prior to an amphibious 
assualt. They proved to be effective on target 2, which was evident by the 
number of cililians that came out of their homes and gathered on the edge of 
the village as directed by the leaflets. Although the effect was not as 
evident on target 11 it is b~lieved that the leaflets were effective there. 

14. IqmHa.tiolls on EmplQyment of Tracked Vehioles 

ao Tracked vehicles (LVT, Ontos, tanks) have a limited utility on 
raids due to trafficability and lack of good roads/trails. Additionally 
they are prone to breakdown and difficult to repair and maintain in cramped 
shipping spaces. 

b. That tracked vehicles emearked with the BLT be the best available 
and continu.ed through rotation of each BLTo That LVTs, Ontos, and tanks be 
employed in beach area only as protection during assault landing and with­
draws. 

Co That current equipment (LVTs, tanks, Ontos) cannot operate 
satisfactorily in most instances away from beach areas in South Viet Namo 
That BLT has insufficient repair parts, ship facilities and trained personnel 
to effect 3rd echelon repairs on time-worn equipment. Equipment in need 
of 3rd echelon repairs should be exchanged or turned in to FSR for repairso 

150 Coordination of SU~~Qrting Area-

ao Terms were misunderstood by control agencies involved and resulted 
in severe restriction imposed upon BLT eo even after coordination of 
supporting arms was passed ashoreo For example, on target,ll, BLT could 
not register arty and mortars day or night due to helicopter and C.fu3 aircraft 
continually flying over TAOR at the time BLT had coordination. 

b. That control and coordination measures and principles be discussed 
at the earliest by representatives of SAce and FSOC. 

Co That operation of SAeC/FSCC during target 11 was not iaw standard 
doctrine and unacceptable from BLT COIS viewpoint • 

N. G. E'IffiRS 
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SECOND ENDORSEMENT on CTG-79.5 Itr JRB:raj overgooo o~ 30Jan66 

From: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D) 

Subj: Command Chronology 

1. Readdressed and forwarded. 
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FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CTG-79.5 Itr JRB:raj over 3000 of 30Jan66 

From: Commander, Task Force Seventy-Nine 
To! COlUmandant of the I"J.a.rine Corps 
Via: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force Pacific 

Subj: Command Chronology 

1. Readdressed and forwarded. 

2. This endorsement and the basic letter are unclassified 
upon removal of enclosure (1) to the basic letter. 

~Q~---
'y" 

LEWIS Jm FIELDS 
Copy to: 

CTG-79.5 
CTG-79.2 w!basic correspondence 
CTG-79.3 w/basiC correspondence 
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From: Commander 
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HEADQUARTERS 
Task Group 79.5 

USS Valley Forge (LPH-S) 
FPO San Francisco, 96601 

• 
JRB:raj 
3000 
30 Jan 1966 

To: Commander Task Force 79 

Subj: Command Chronology 

Ref: (a) MOO 5750 4 2 

Enel: (1) Command Chronology for the SU' (TG 79.5) for the period 11 October to 
31 December 1965. 

1. E.1'J.closure (1) is forwarded in accordance with reference (a) .. 

i I) k ~ 
-, L,:\' I ~)""v,.1.~! .~ .. 
J. R. BURNETT 

Colon 1, U. S. Marine Corps 
Commanding 
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1. Q~an.izational D§:,ta~ 

a. Designation. The Special Landing Forco had tho Task designator of Ta.sk 
Group ?~L5 .from 11 October to 25 December 1965. Effective 250001Z Deeember~ and 
as directed byCOH.3EVENTHFLT msg 2J0532Z Dec ~ the Spedal Landing Force bec~me 
Task Group 79 ~ 5;;> under the operational control of CTF 79 b 

b. £gmposition. The Special Landing Force was composed as follows: 

, 11-·17 October 1965 
eTG 7a~5 - LtCol 14. B. PORTER 
CTU ?f:L5.2 (BLT 2/1) - LtCol R~ T. HAN IFnI 
CTU 7E5o 5.3 (HMM 261) ~ LtCol M. B. PORTIi;R 

18 October ,." 22 December 1965 
eTG 7~.5 - Col J. R. BURNETT 
Grm 78.5.2 (Blir 2/1) = LtCol li. 'ro HANIFTII 
c~ru '18.,,,3 (HMM 261) - LtCol 14. B. POR1'ER 

23-24 Deoember 1965 
CTG 78.5 - Col J. R. BU&1ETT 
CTU 78.5.2 (BLT 3/~) - LtCol S. A. VAlE 
CTU 78.5.3 (HMi4: 261) - LtCol Iv!. B. PORTEH 

25-31 December 1965 
eTG .. 7'.5 - Col J" Ii.. BllRN.mT 
Cl'W'(f.5.2 (BL'r 3/4) '.~ LtCol s. A. VALBi 
CTU 79.503 (HNM 2(1) ~" LWol M. B. POHTEH 

Co u?cation. The Special Landing Force was embarked aboard the amphibious 
ships of t.he Amphibious Ready Group~ Initially ~ t.hey were aboard the U&'S Iwo 
Jima, (J..PH-2}:I' USB Point Defian<:;e (LSD-31) 9 and USS Talladega (APA-·20S). Upon 
reemba:rkation at Subi('; Bays> they sailed o.n 6 November aboard the USS ValleyF'o:rge: 
(LPH~ ... 8) ~ USS }fonticello (LSn.~35) I' and USB Montrose (APA",,212) 0 

d, Average !iQ.nthl:r 3t£~Mth. 
I 

BL'f USNC OFF 62 USNC EN L 1.531 
HI-fltl USl·1C OFll"' 55 USl·IC ENL 0186 
SLF USMC OFF 06 US1.fC ENL 0012 

eo Com.1'!landing Offi{)eI" and Staff. 

J, H., BURNETT Colonel 
'1', E. GLEASON LtColonel 
J." Mo DUFFY LtColonel 
G" 1.. BARTLETT Major 
Fo E. GRUBE Major 
c. ALB1I}lS Captain 
R. ft,. Ln3T 1st Lieutenant 

USN OFF' 6 
USN OFF' 1 
USN OFl" 0 

USN ENL 8H 
USN ENL 02 
USN EN!. .. 00 

Commanding Officer 
X.O./S-'3 
S~·1/S·~'4 
Asst~ 3-3 
S~2 

Asst~ 8-2 
CommO!Asst. 8-3 

Enclosure (1) 
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2.. Chronology of SJ.gn,ificBnt ~o 

ao §.liQic Bay ~ II Octob§!.l"_to 2 N~er 1962, .. 

(1) Intellig§!nceJ -, The int,elligenc:e effort. during this period centered 
around the col1ection$ p~ocessing and evaluation of factual and photographic data 
and information relative to the Dagger Thrust objectives. The 8-2A photographed 
proposed Dagger Thrust objective areas in Market Time aircraft. This was done to 
augment the photographic coverage obtained from other sources (CTF 115 and CTF 77) G 

(2) training ~ During this period, special emphasis was placed on training 
for amphibious operations and jungle warfare. GPX1 s were held, jungle warfare 
training exercises were cond.ucted under the guidance of Negrito guidess debarkation 
drills were held, and general milita;ry subjects training continued. Two amphibious 
landing exercises were conducted at Green Beach, .subic Bay utilizing both su.rface 
and he1icopterborne forcesa 

(3) Personnel ,~, During this period, the new members of the permanent SIP 
staff began arriv:ing at Subic Bay to assume their nei'i duties~ 

(4) Command and (4lnt.r.ol - Colonel Jolm R. BmiNETT relieved LtCol M" B. 
PORTER a.s eTG 78,,5 on IB October 1965. Colonel BURNETT established his c01n1'l!a.nd 
post aboa.r~ the USS Valley Forge (L~l-$) and conducted liaison visits with various 
comrnandslocated in the Subic Bay area. 

(5) Helico:Q&er Operation~ - The helicopters of HMM 261 engaged in normal 
training operations during this period with special emphasis placed on amphibious 
operations. In addition, they supported planning by providing aircraft for liaison 
visits by various staff membersa 

(6) Logisti~ ... The major logi.st,ies problem encountered during this per.iod 
resulted from the inadvertent flooding of the well dfi!.ck of the LSD on 2 November. 
Numberous emb~rked vehiG~es w(m~ cont~ted by saJf water~ The vehicJ.es were off­
loaded at Sub:lc Bay for ll1spectJ.on and maJ.ntenance" " '!'hose parts which we're not 
immediately on hand were obtained a'l:, Clark AFBc Parts for vehicles not, common 4f~i);:~;" 
f.farines and Air Force were obtained from mount-"out stocks. Subsequently t,he ve.hicle:::> 
were backloaded and repairs and maintenance continued aboard ship subs€:quent to de­
parture from Subic Bay on 6 November. The BLT established a base camp ashore during 
this period on the site of the old SeaBee camp at Subic Bay. No f annal training 
facilities wer'e available~ and no per'manent carnn facilit:h~~'lVere available except 
for one vwoden buildi.l1g whi.ch was used bya~1Vi.,jiftt1.;~~'tg;t".I.J~.i_e. 

be At Sea -, 6 Novembe£..to ?:.7 NovelT!k>er 1965.,. 

(1) Int~,llige!l£~ c= The S-2A phcrtographed Dagger Thrust. objectives "Bit and 
f'G" in o:tder t,o augment phot,ographic coverage suppUed by c'rp 115 and C'1'1" 77. On 
IS Nov'ember~ the S=2 was increased when one ].iajor'$ two Gunnery Sel'geants 9 and one 
Corpo:!.'"'al were transferred from CTF 713 staff to TG 7S. 5 staff., 

(2) TjNl.ining ,-, The BLT conducted shipboard training in general milita:ry 
subjl2:c'ts in addition to normal phyai,ca.l training. The HMM conducted pilc)t profie"" 
ienc:y training and supported pla.'1lling by prov'iding aircra.ft for liaison flights. 
Speeial debarka.tion and :silent landing drills were conducted on several oCGasions 
during hour's of dal'kness in order to enhance the tactical surprise desired in 
Dagger Thrust crpe:rations 0 
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(:3) Special Operations - During 'the periods 8~lO and 16-18 Nml'embeI'~ the 
811" participated in the III HAP operation "Blue Mal'linlt. While perfo:rming its 
assigned mission as a floating reserve_~ continual liaison was maintained with the 
Com..1!lande!" Landing Force aboard the USS Pa.ul Revere (APA~,248)" Plans were prepared 
in the event that the SLF' was committed to this operation. (see eTG 78 .. 5 Operation 
Order 4-65)" 

(4) Command apd Contro4 - During this period J and concurrent with the 
planning fer "Blue Marlinllp the TG 78.5 staff engaged in the detailed planning for 
Da.gger Thrust operations. Joint briefings were conducted on a daily basis to ensure 
that continoU5 coordination was maintained on all aspects of the planning. The 
r'WiI a...!'mex to the joint TG 76/78 Dagger Thrust operation order which contains the 
de't.ails for the specific Dagger Thrust objective tfAlt was distributed on 12 November. 
Subsequently jl the "WI! annexes for objectives "Bu ~ "CII.:> and !lUll were distributed 
on 15~ 17? and 19 November respectivelyo Upon completion of If Blue Marlin'f (without 
being commit 'ted) " the ARG/SLF sailed for a three day stay in Manila. This ended in 
a joint Dagger Thrust briefing aboard the Valley Forge for all staffs concerned o 

On 23 November~ the ARG/SIJt'" sailed for Vi etnam waters. Enrou.te ll warning orders 
were received indicating that the ARG/SLF might possibly be commit ted as a relief 
force for a Vietnamese ranger bat,talion under seige south of Qu,ang Ngai. TO 78.5 
representatives accqmplished liaison with CG III MAF in Danaug but the possible 
commitment was lifted on 25 November. Emphasis again reverted to final preparations 
for the forthcoming Dagger Thrust raids. Vietnamese liaison and psychologica1 .. ,'ar,­
fare adv'isors were highlined aboard ,the Valley Forge on 26 November in preparation 
for Dagger Thrust objective "Cll. - -, -'-

('6 Q2gg§;£_TI:!~t Q£,~tive ItC't - 28 November to 2 December 12220 
(1) ll];te11,!gen~ - Information obtained from CTF 115 prior to the raid on 

Dagger Thrust objective !lCIt indicated that the area would not prove to be a very 
lucrative target~ Prior to completion of withdrawal from ob,jecM"ve~ the S-2A visH­
ad the AR:'iI'N security platoon which was guarding the lighthouse on the Isle de Ke 
Ga located just offshore on the eastern flank ot the l.anding beach •. Infonoation 
obtained at t.his time confirmed that the area had been deserted for some t.ime. It 
ha.d~ in fact$ been a free strike zone for approxima.tely one month. Based on i:,his,g 
it was recommended that U').e CATF should make the final decision as to whether a 
part.ioula:r objective requiri9:s the time and ex.pense of such a raido 

(2}~.tiU...Q'pSlriliQll§. =-, During this period the ARG/SLF c.onducted an arnphib­
:iout:; ,:ra.ic,':m.DaggeJ",."Thrust objective lien utilizing helicopter and surfaceborne forces 
as 'd'irJe6t~d ti:r COlil'..BEVENTHF'LT 2811362:' N 0'11'65. 

(3) .!I2!dllt.-md ~ - Pre-D-Day transfers were accomplished on 28 Nov­
ember, including the BLT command group 1IA" moving to the LSD~ Due to high seas and 
adverse wea.ther~ D=,Dr:s.y was postponed until 30 November" A detachment of four (4) 
armed UH=IEf.5 flew' aboard the LPH on the 28th to support the SLF. Vietnamese ad~ 
vie,ors were trallsfered i'rom the 1PH to assigned compa.l1ies aboard the IBD and APA" 
On the night of 29 Novem:ber.~ radio circuts were checked prior to enforcing EMCON 
at 240011 0 On D-Dayp the landing forces hit the beach at 06)OH, the prescribed H­
Hour'. IJittle resistance was encou.nter'ed and assigned objectives were secured by 
early afternoon. CTG 7$.&5 went ashore at appro.x:im.a.tely l0.30H~ Patrols were sent 
cut and ambushes were established by the BTJT throughout the period ashore. No 
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f:dendly casualties were sustained. Withdrawal was completed. at 1630H on 2 Dec­
ember. 

0.;.) £±.9se Combat = During the operations $ only a few rounds of small arms 
fire were recehred by friendly forces. One round of mortar ammunition was report~ 
ed on the night of D~Day. l!'I'iendly forces returned the fiI"e of snipers and pos­
sibly wounded one or two of them. This was the .extent of enemy contact throu.ghout 
the operadon. (see BLT after~'action report). 

( 5) Fire SlltJE..'Q,r:.t: -, Due i/o 1a ok of enemy contact during the operation, 
little fire support was requj .. red. The armed UH-lE's prepared the landing zone on 
the morning of D~Day. 'I'he l05rnm Howitzer Battery was landed on D-Day but conducl~­
ed only one fire mission during the operation - a registration. Naval gunfire was 
not required, .He close air support was employed, although support aircraft were 
on station thr'oughout the operat.ion. 

(6 ) J&g~8tiC s ~, Logistic 5 problems created cLel;:;l,Ys and extra effort during 
the opel"'ation. Deceptively firm surfaced roads in the area pI"oved to be a crust 
covering 80ft quagrnires o Tracked vehicles became mired once they left the beach, 

Considerable time and effort was required to extract the vehicles which had sunk 
through the crust" One bulld.ozer was eventually destroyed prior t,o withdrawal 
because it, was inoperable and could not be extracted. 

('?) I-ielico.:pter C~:r.1§...t~ .- HMM 261 provided troop lifts~ logistics lifts" 
armed recon j an.d fire support, and general administrative lifts throughout the 
operat,ion, Hel.icopt,er operations proceeded generally as planned with lit.tle un~ 
usual occt1.:ri.ngo (see after-action report). 

(8) Civic_aC!iit")n/civil~rfair8"~ 'rIle area of operations had appnJ:'ently 
been evacuated several months prior to the rai,d. No civilians were encountered 
ashore, The extent 01' the civic action performed was the donation of' i'iv-€< cases 
vf lIG" rations to the Vietnamese family and ARVN platoon on the small island o.ff~ 
shore., These people opera.ted nnd protected a government, owned lighthouse on the 
island "md "fere apparently r1l1ming short cf supplie:e. 

d. Daggg:.:r' Tl.1.!'Ust ObjectiytL~1..P.ecembE'r..19 6 December ~". 

(1) lntel11g!!11£.~,~' On 3 December" the E~2 and 5-2A visited C~tl.i Nhon to 
obtain current intelligence on Dagger Thrust objective 11un" Wh,il~~ thel"f.l 9 the S-2A 
had the opportunity to f'ly over the area in an Air Fot"ce L~19 Jl photographing it and 
being bri0f'ed by the pilot who was quit.e :familiar with the area" Observation :I:'e­
vealed a canal being dug between t,he ocean and the swampy inland area which was 
not, fordable by :loot troops. Interrogation of villagers during the operation con~ 
fi:rm.ed that about 4.0.·,,50 Main Force va were :i.n the area on a rice buying mission. 
The ar'3a had. also been used as a medical training center for corpsmen and nurses. 
The VO had been conducting poUt/leal indoctrination classes on a regular· basis 
throughout the a:rea~ Captured documents were forwarded to J'-2 (COMUsr4ACV) in 
Saigon aft.Gr' th;;:1 had been e:x-ploited. for 1nur.ed::l.ate intell1.gence. 

(2) SEecial 01'?§:rat_ions - During this period., the I-\RG/SLF conducted an, 
amphibiOUS raid on Dagger Thrust ob,jective ItU!t utilizIng a combination helicopter 
and 8urfae·!?' borne assault as directed by C()}4,.':r'&.VENTHFLT 0300502 Dec:6.5~ 
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(3) Command and Contr.9l - On 3 December, ¢hange to the "WI! annex for 
Dagger Thrust objective nu" were distributed. The basic concept ot operations 
remained unchanged, however, the scheme of maneuver Mas modified 80 as to permit 
only limited penetration by tracked vehicles. This precluded miring but permit­
ted the accomplishment of the mission. On 4 December, the BLT command group flAn 
accomplished their pre-D-Day transfer. D-Day was postponed due to bad weathero 
On 5 December, the landing force tactical elements landed over the assigned beach 
at 06]OH. Helicopterborne forces touched down in the assigned landing zone at 
0640H. L-Hour had been scheduled for ten minutes after H-Hour so that the tacti­
cal ffilrprise achieved by the surface elements would not be compromised before they 
had begun to move i.l'lland. No pre-H-Hour air or naval gunfire preparation was con­
ducted o The forces landing over the beach encountered only light and sporadic 
resistance, however, the helicopterborne force was taken under fire as the troops 
began debarking. 

(4) Close Combat - All infanctry elements involved i.n this raid experienced 
some close combat with e;emy fQr.ces. Several fire fights involving the exchange 
of a heavy volume of small arms fire were experienced. Machine guns" mortar's" 
rocket ·launchers and T/o weapons W"ere employed with good effects. The action re-
sulted in 26 confirmed VC KIA and 3 VC WIA. Additionally, there was a probable 

31 VC KIA and .3 VC WIll.. The BLT had .3 KIA and 10 WlA. Approximately 2700 pounds 
of rice was captured and subsequently destroyed. All vce and ves were turned over 
to Vietnamese a.uthorities in Qui ~Jhon. 

(5) l1.!'e Support -All ava:i.lable fire support was utilized throughout this 
operation. Naval gunfire was employed during the initial stages to interdict routes 
of egress from the area. Artillery and 81 mortars were brought ashore early and 
fired in support of the attack. During the ni~ht, artillery and NGF harassing and 
interdiction fires were delivered. The machine guns and rockets (l"l"AR) (2.75) of 
the armed Ulf-lE's were especially valuable during the inital stages of the assa.ult 0 

They were able to observe and fire upon eneWf positions and troops which could not 
be taken under fire by other supporting arms e Throughout the operation,) these 
aircraft ranged over the area" pursuing by fire the escaping enemy troops~ 'l'he 
UH-lE:e is acted in tho capacity of TAO/TAC(A).. The bombs, rocket.s and napalm from 
these aircraft inflicted additional c9.sualties on an already blooded arid harassed 
,enemy_ They were able to reach out and destroy what could not be hit by the ground 
forces 0 

(6) !;ogistics - Logistics problems were cqnsiderably less tim,:! consuming 
during this operation but none the less they were present •. InitiallY!l an LeU with 
three tanks embarked grounded on a sand bar some distance from the beach. After 
determining that the depth of the water was apparently not hazardous to the tanks, 
the first tank debarked and headed for the beach. After progressing several meters)} 
the tank drove into a pothole and completely submerged. The remaining tanks were 
kept aboard the LCU and salvage operations commenced with the aid of the UDT per~· 

sonneL On the afternoon of D-Day, the tank was pulled onto the beach in an in­
opere.ble condition. It was later taken back to the LSD. The reln<'lining two tanks 
had in the meanti.me been debarked at a different location taking precautions to 
ensure that a guide preceded each vehicle as it moved throught the water and onto 
the beach" After withdrawal had commenced on 7 December, oneUH-lE experi.enced 
what appeared to be "a tail rotor fa;i) .. ure and crashed a thousand meters inland from 
the beach. The Crel.of escaped serious injury. The hulk was stripped of all sal~ 
v.!).get').ble equipment. and then destroyed. Later in the day ~ the LVT comr.a.aril tractor 
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was returning to the LSD through a moderate surf, when the engine hatch cover was 
torn IOff by a swell and the engine compartment flooded cutting off the power for 
the pumps. The vehicle sank, however, the crewmen esca.ped uninjured, .;:md were 
picked up by helicopter. Salvage operations ~.,ere conducted for approximately a 
week following the raid by elements of TF 76; however these operations were un­
successful and the LVT.Cwas stripped of radios, crew's gear, machine guns, then 
destroyed. Ivfedical" evacuation during the operation was accomplished by helo-lift­
ing casualties directly to the LPH. Resupply was accomplished by helicopter, 
lifting supplies embarked on the LPH "directly to the individual cOmpanies ashore ~ 

(7) Helicopter Operations - With the exception of the one UH-IE which 
crashed, helicopter operations proceeded as scheduled throughout the oper~tion 
despite several hits on individual aircraft by small arms fire. (see mvtM after­
action report), 

(S)"Civic action/Civil affairs - Civic action during this operation in­
cluded the distribution of Handclasp materials and the treatment and/or evacuation , 
of civilians iujured during the raid. 
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e D Operation Harvest Hoon - 7 December to 20 December 1962_ 

(1) On 8 December eTG 7e~5 attended a planning conference in Danang in 
conjunction 1;lith the employment of the SLF during Operation Harvest Moon. On 9 
December a liaison officer from TO 78.5 staff reported i,n to CG Task Force Delta, 
,;~t his cr at Que Son.. The t"ro companies on the Valley forge (LPH-8) tlF" and "Gf! 
[";ogether with the BLT Command Group,~ received a warning order on the 9th of Dec­
ember to be prepared to land b:{ helicopter to seize an area to block a possible 
ve escape route. The remaining twCl c,ompa.nies aboard the Nfontrose J liEf!. and U HI! J 

we:r(c: enroute to t,he objective area [Tom 'lif.:mila at the time. They entered the 
ob.iective area at approximately 1600 on the 10th" and subsequently e:f':fected a 
transfer to the LPH in order to be prep~t!'ed. for helicopter employment. On 10 Dec­
ember! upon .:r;eq\~<ilist 'L'f"De1t;CI, .. ; II£"II and "Gil companies a.nd the BL'f co.,rrrnMd group 
,,/ere landed [i,t il!?proxh1utely 1115 1n tlPlO separ'ate landing zones. iI.FfI Comp<'1.ny 
land:i.ng first was hee.vily engaged and the TAC(A) directed subsequent we!,ves to the 
alternate LZ. Upon landing these units were chopped to. OPGOl{ of CG Task Force Delta 
On 11 December companies '!EIt and . ..I!lfll .wre-:"1ande.d'·:SY helicopter and chopped to opeON 
en Task Force Delta.' SubseqU.ently two 107mm' howtars were landed as well as six 
provisional plat oons • The l07mm. howtars W'ere landed on hill 407 from where they 
pro.vided support throughout the remainder of the operation. The six provisional 
platoons were l&l.ded by helicopter from the 14:onticello(LSD-35) to the Logistic 
Support area and hill 407. Four platoons provided security fo.r the LSA. Two pla­
toons provided secur.ity -for the 107mm section. 

(2) Comman:d and Control - Throughout the operation, cfro 78.5 maintained 
com:n1'.md and staff liaison with eG TasIc Force Delta a.nd en III HAP. Radio communica­
tions T,jere estab1ished w'ith III HAF and CG 'fask }1'o1:'oe Delta. 

(3) Close Combat.:. Duri.ng "Harvest Hoonn, both the BLT and HNI4 suffered 
casualties' from enemy fire. Approxini..9.tely 100 personnel were wOlmded' or killed by 
enemy fire. 'I'he operation' entailed'normal combat type inissions (e.g., patrols, 
c.:learing opera.tions, local security, and full scale assaults of enemy positions) ~ 
Artillery ~md air support ~ ... as employed on a continual basis.. BL'r report on II Ha,rvest, 
[·roon!! submitted to eG 3rd l.farbiv. 

(1".) 1Q.gti;i~tict? - Logistics missions consisted 0.1.' initia,l supply of i'-;')l'ces. 
med.:l.cal evacU;:Ltion and administrative flights." Subsequent resupply vlaS effected by 
Task Force:: Delta. Hedical evacuation t·/as to the LPH as 1;,011 as to the medical com­
panj,Qs in Danang o.:'ld Ghu Lai • 

. ~ 5) Helico12ter p~raUon~~ Hrl!J1.f 261 remained un~e~ ~he oper<ltiona.l control 
of CTG 78.5 throughout the operat1oh. The squadron vms l.n;J.tlally committed on 9 
Dec when they provided aircraft for the troop lift of BLT 3/3 from the BSA, After 
this lift was completed, the squadron continued to operate from the BSA for the 
remainder of the day conducting additional troop lifts a.nd logistic missions. On 
10 December HI'lll 2,,)1 augmented. by in-country helos provided the troop lift for the 
assault landing of two companies of BIll' 2/1, F and G, from the Valley l"orge. On 
11 Dec liMB 261 again augmented by in-country helos landed the remaining two coru­
panj,es of BLT 2/L For the re$linder of' Ope1"ation Harvest Noon, H~ili 261 operating 
under the control of GTG 7EL 5, was responsj.ve to requests from CG Task Force Delta 
on ,,'>.daily basis, conducting troop lifts , logistic functions, medical ,evacuations, 
and administrative m;Ll3sions in support' of Task Force Delta. 
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f ~ Hue-Ph.u Bai BL'l' Hotation - 21 nee ember to 24 December lQ.9..Z. 
(1) Corll/nand and Control - The 'I'hird lIarine Division was assigned the res­

ponsibility f'O~(lrd:i.nating the offloading of ELT 2/1 and supporting elements and 
the onloading of B1T 3/4. k"uding craft from the USS Honticello 15D-35, the USS 
HonlJ1'ose APA-212, and USS Seminole AKA-I04 were employed for the surface phases of 
the rotation. The helicopters of HHI-: 261, operating from the USS Valley 1"orge LPH-S, 
were used to helilift troops and material. The 1PH was offloaded using both met­
hods. The ISD and APA were offloaded/loaded using only landing crnft. Surface 
elements staged at the Tan My pier and at the Hue landing. Helilifted elements 
staged at the PJ:m Bai compound. Helicopter control was maintained from the LFt{. 
Surface movement elements were controlled by individual element commanders with 
overall coordination by eTG 76.5/78.5. Armed. UH-lEts were used to provide security 
to the motor convoys on the road between Hue and Phu Bai. They also prov:k:!. ad 
security for the boats on the8;e.b;g Hue river. In addition, the helicopters were 
able to provide up-to-the-minute status reports on the progress of the convoys and 
boats. Initial liaison and coordination for the rotation was made at Danang on 
19 Decembell:._ 

(2) Logistics - Initial phases of the rotation were carried out at 
Danang and Chu 1ai ~r.ith the offloading of the LVTle and Shore Party personnel and 
equipment. In addition, F/2/l and 1/3/4 were rotated between the LPH and Hill 41 
located within the Danang TAGH. Subsequently, the rotation at Phu Bai commenced 
with the of'floading of BLT 2/1. Additional helicopter support i"as furnished by 
mIT{ 161. The initial coordination and liaison was hampered by a shortage of time 
bet\'reen the backloading of BLT 2/1 after operation "Harvest Moon" an\i the comm­
encement of the rotation. The equipment readiness of BLT 2/1 had suffered as a 
result of their participation in IIHarvest Moon". A partial exchange of organic 
equipment during the rotation contributed to the difficulties encountered. Poor 
flying weather resulted in further delays. Hevised plans called for the switch 
from helicopter to surface rotation. This placed an unexpected load on the fac­
ilit,ies at Hue landing and at Tan t{v pier and necessitated an increased utiliza­
tion of the motor transport"~apabi1itY1 thereby increasing time factors. Forki">;, 
lifts had to be repositioned 'on short notice over long distances, boats had to be 
diverted and had to make longer runs between the LPH and the loading points ashore Q 

Cargo and personnel which had been staged at the landing zone in Phu Bai had to 
be moved to the Hue landing and Tan MY pier. However, despite these'and other 
difficulties, the rotation was accomplished within the time frame desired. 

g. Okinall1/'8. BLT Rotation - 25 December to ;31 December 1965. 

(1) Command and Control - On 25 December, the SLF sailed fram Vietnamese 
waters with HNM 261 and BLT 3/4 embarked. Upon arrival at Buckner Bay on 29 
December, the offload of BLT 3/4 connnenced over vJhite Beach; This was an admin­
istrative type surface operation utilizing landing craft from TG 76.5 ships and 
from the port facility. The last elements of BLT 3/,,- were debarked on';',;'A",>\:,: 
30 l~ecember and chopped opeON to OTG 79.2 when the command group deba,rked at 
1500 on 29 December. On 31 December, advance elements of BLT 2/3 embarked to 
prepare for the onloading of their BLT. 
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APPENDIX I TO ENCLOSURE eLl 
LIST OF REPERENCES 

BLT 2/1 Oper,,"tion Order 206-65 (Dagger Thrust Objective liCit) 
;<. 

BLT 2/1 Operation Order 207-65 (Dagger Thrust Objective "un) 
eTF 76/CTF 78 Joint C~eration Order 323-66 (Dagger Thrust) 

eTG 76.4 Operation Order 325 .... 66 (Dagger Thrust Objective HOII) 

C'l'G 76.4 Operation Order 326-66 (Dagger Thrust Objective !fUtl) 

eT(} 76.3 Operation Order 302-66 (Operatio~ Blue Narlin) 

eTG 7$.3 Operation Order 1-65 (Opera.tion Blue Marlin) 

eTG 7$.5 Operation Order 4-65 (Operation Blue Marlin) 
eTG 7$.5 Operation Order 5-65 (Operation Harvest Moon) 

Task Force Delta Operation Order 1-65 (Operation Hartest Moon) 

Commander Amphibious Ready Group/Commander SpeCial Landing Fqrce 
Administra.tive Order 1-66 (Hue .. Phu OOi BLT Rotation F).an) 

BLT 2/1 Command Chronology for period of 11 October to 22 December 1965. 

m~4 261 Command Chronology for period of 11 October to 31 December 1965. 

COHSEVENTHFLT Mag 2811.36Z Novem.ber 196~ 

COHSEVE!\jTHF'LT Hsg 030050Z December 1965 . 

COMSEVE[J'fHFLT Msg 2505322 December 1965 
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~'NDIX II'rQ, EJ'WLOSURE OJ 
TABULATION OF DOCUJIolENTATlOtoJ 

Tab A:' HMi'f 261 Operations Report for Dagger Thrust Objective nGIl 

Ta.b B:·· HJlfH 261 Operations Report for Dagger Thrust Objective HU" 

Tab c:· BLT 2/1 Unit Report for Da.gger Thrust Objective "G" 

Tab D:, BLT 2/1 Unit Report for Dagger Thrust Objective IIUff 

Tab E: eTG 78.5 Operation Order 4...65 (Opera.tion Blue Marlin) 

Tab F:" eTG 78.5 Operation Order 5-65 (Operati.on Harvest Moon) 

Tab G:· Commander Amphibious Ready Group/Commander Special Landing Force 
Administrative Order 1...66 (Hue-Phu Ea.i BLT Rotation) 

Tab H:, CO!4"SEV'ENTHFLT Mag 230532Z December 1965 
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HI1H 261 Operations Report for Dagger 'rhru'at Objective flGII 
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.i:L:;"~LiE l'.iE,.0Ill'l HELICOPTKI S(JukJ3.C~ 2')1 
:r.arine Aircraft Group 36 

1st Haril'le .Aircraft 'ling, FrIF, Facific 
F?O, San Francisco, 96601 

S-)/GSP/kav 
:30°0 
003AJ436.5 
9 December 196.5 

From: Commandine; Of1'icer 
'ro: . Co:nr1ander, Task Group 78 • .5 

Subj: Dagger Thrust Air Operations ~eport, submission of 

:l,ei': (a) ,~·.lCO .57.50.2 
(b) eTG 78 • .5 OpOrder 201-65 

.8ncl: . (1) Operation "Dagger Thrust Charlie"- rarrative 
(2) Statistics ~{ecapitulation for "Operation Dag:3er Thrust 

Charlie" 

1. In accordar.\ce with references (a) ani (b) the follmdng 
h3reby submitted for Operation~rlie •• 

IIQWNGi<·nm AT S·'1'tAR tNrr!lV~~l 
nWAS5lfl£O M'T!ll 12 VEM§ 

pro\) til;, <;200.10 

5~ F~.!Lf; ~.1'~~:·~1~2Gl 

LOG Nm'lIE:r:0 .. ,~43_::--.'S""-:£ - y'" 
Cd.PY ( 
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DAGGEIt. THRUST C:tI.il.RLIE OPER..J.TICl\.S l;A.tiRkl'IVE 

3000 
003A34-)65 
9 December 1965 

~~p Ref: 1:50,000 Series L?Ol, Sheets 6543 II and 6643 III. 
T~~e Zone: Hotel. 

D-Day, 30 November 1965. 12 u11-34D's escorted by 4 0rt-lE's and 4 A-l's, 
cOllEllenced airborne assault departing LPH-8 at 0605. First wave touc~ed 
dO'tm in LZ (ZS 245861) at L':'Hour, 0630. Simultaneously, 1 Ud-34D dropped 
leaflets in objective area instructing civilians in procedures to follow 
to insure t~eir safety. One reinforced company ,'las landed. wit~lout op­
position, and the initial assault was completed. by 0700. Uil-lE's struck 
LZ in the minutes prior to L-Eour with machine glLl1 and rocket fire. 
:::owever, objective area contained no hostile forces. Squadron assumed 
standby status aboard LPH-8, and for the remainder of D-Day. Transport­
ed food, water and support persoTll1el to objective areas as requested. 
2 UH-34.J's were on Med. Evac. sta..l1dby aboard LPB .... 8 from sunset to SUTl..rise. 

DI-1, 1 Ueceruber 195.5. Continued resupply of cargo as::lOre and thence to 
company cPts within TAO:1.. EvacLi.8.ted 1 USJ..IC :iJ:J.jured and J USi·iC sick to 
LPE-8. Vim detachment continued TAO missions within TAe::. 

D+2, 2 Uecember 1965. Com.menced backload of _~(}" Co. and "F" Co. from 
LZ (ZS 265855) at 0326. Withdrew Command Group "A" at 1026. Completed. 
withdrawal at 1.625 \.~ith the rellloval of Command Group ":.3". 
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3000 
003.A34365 
9 December 1965 

STATLSTICS RECAPITULATION FOR OPE3.ATlON lIDEG..1:J. TlffiUST CHARLIE" 

DH-34D TOTALS: 30Kov 

l·.iissions 4 
Sorties 208 
Troops 504 
Hed Evacs 
Flt Firs 36.0 
Tons Cargo 12.7 

UH-IE TOTAlS: 30l\ov 

ltissions 2 
Sorties 64 
Troops 10 
Pax 
Flt F.rs 24.5 
Rockets 10 
Rounds 600 

IDee 2Dec 

9 6 
167 266 
107 502 
4 
40.0 32.2 
16.8 9.6 

IDee 2Dec 

2 1 
20 8 

5.3 6.1 
4 

1 
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Total 

19 
641 
1113 
4 
108.2 
39.1 

Total 

5 
92 
10 
0 
35.9 
14 
600 
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HMM 26l Operations Report for Dagger Thrust ObjeCtiV~~u 
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MARTIJE MEDlU{ HELICOPTER SQU_~rtON 261 
11arine Aircraft Group 36 

1st Earine Aircraft \-ang, F}rF,. Pacific 
, FPO, San Francisco, 96601 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: COlillilander, Task Group 78.5 

8-'J/GSP/kav 
3000 
o03B34365 
9 December 1965 

Subj: Dagger Thrust Air Op~r~tions Report, submission of 

Ref: (a) ECO 5750.2 
(b) CTG 78.5 OpOrder 201-65 

Enc1: (1) Operation "Dagger Thrust Uni.form" Narrative 
(2) Operation "Dagger Thrust Uniform" Statistics Recapitulation 

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b) the following report is 
hereby sUbmitted for Operation "Dagger Thrust Uniform". 

1l0WNGR~f)F.D ~1 HEAR INTER'/;.'-' 
DoCL"S$lflED AFTER ':' '::;c, 

ooD O;~ [; '., 

~r 

~c no:~ HM,'M-261 ~ _ 
_ .~_ I.jtJ:2 - (, s ~ 5 - .!> 

LOG 1;r!.P" ': ~R ..... ----.---

Cdr' 'I I 

-----_ ... _------------------
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DAGGE..l. THiWST Di.~IFORM OPERATIOliS NA.1.F'.A'lTVE 

3000 
003B34365 
9 December 1965 

Map Ref: 1:50,000 Series L701, Sheets 6854111 and 6853 IV 
Time Zone: Hotel. 

D-Day, 5 December 1965. 19 Vd-34D's escorted by 4 utI_lEts and 4 A_Its 
co~~enced airborned assault of 2 reinforced rifle coupanies, consisting 
of 450 USIvlC and 6 ARVE. First wave of :I-34's touched dmm in the LZ 
(~R 965863) at L-Hour, 0640. Propaganda leaflets dropped in objective 
area at ~Hour. Light ~tensity hostile small arms fire encountered 
from ridgeline in vicinity of (BR 965875). 1 TYrl-34D and 2 utI_IE's 
received minor damag~~as a result of this fire but continued mission 
without further incident. Evacuated 4 USl,;:C lVIA from strike LZ. Initial 
assault completed at 0735. UH..IE's took ridgeline under machine gun and 
rocket fire during and after initial assault. Squadron assumed "on_call" 
standby, and shortly there after evacuated 3 USEC !Cli, 2 USi-IC riTA, 9 
Viet Civilia~sWIA and 1 Viet Cong WIA to LPH-8. Transported ela~ents 
of 81 mm Platoon and other support sectionsof B:&S Co. ashore. 3 H-34's 
received minor damage from hostile small arms fire during resupply 
missions of men and equipment in the hours follo .. ring L-Hour. Fo injuries, 
no further incid~ts. lfrl-lE's observed group of VC on. ridge line near 
(BR 943868). Target was attacked by DH-IE and .8,..1 aircra.ft. Ridge line 
struck twice more during a.fternoon by .8,..l's controlled by Un_lEts. 
During this period, DR-34's continued to bring supplies ashore to desig­
nated U's within the TAOR. 12 u.a:-34D's transported 223 USlIC and 7 ARVl; 
of a reinforced rifle COl:apany from the Bn. CP (BR 975885) to LZ (BR 962-
853). Light hostile fire was encountered and 1 USECVllA was evacuated 
to L?H-8. 4 UH-34D t s flew to Chu Lai to pick-up add.itional FFA,-q,'s for 
Vi'lO Detachment. Squadron maintained 2 H-34-~led .&vac standby's from 
sunset to sunrise. 

D+l, 6 December 196.5. Commenced partial withdrawal of personnel and 
cargo to LPH-8 during mid-morning. At 1155, commenced general with­
drawal of "G" Co. (BR 963878), "F" Co. (BR 964885) and Recon PIt. and 
Command Group nAn (EUt 976888). Lift completed at 1305. Evacuated 7 
USMCviIA and 3 USMC KIA from LP:1-8 to Chu 18.1. Evacuated 4 Viet Civ. 
vlIA to Qui Nhon. Carried 414 USMC, 7 ARVN and cargo from (Bli 98089.5) 
to beach area for further surface reembarkation. Evacuated 4 injured 
crewmembers of uti-IE that crashed after experiencing tail rotor failure. 
Alc received strike damage and was later intentionally destroyed after 
salvagable parts were removed. Transported Comrnand Group n3rt from 
beach area to LPH-8. Rescued 3 crewmen of LVT that sank in surf off 
beach and evacuated them to LPH-8. Backload completed at 1810 without 
hostile opposition. 
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U:Q-34D's inflicted 1 confirmed VC kill, 1 probable VC kill during the 2 d~ 
operation. v,.,~O Detachment was credited with 11 confirmed VC kills and 1 
probable kill. 
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3000 
003B34J65 
9 DecaYflber 1965 

STATISTICS RECAPITi..iL.A.TIOZ FOR OPERATION ffDIq;3-.iz:R Ti-lRUST UfJIFORl'i" 

D1i-34D TOTALS: 5Dec 

r-lissions 7 
Sorties 374 
Troops 780 
FIt !Irs 70.2 
Tons Cargo 16.8 
Med Evac 28 
Rounds 125 

UIi-lE TOTALS: 5Dec 

Missions .3 
Sorties 72 
Troops 
l!'lt drs 27.4-
Rockets 255 
Rounds 18,815 

~ ~ 

13 20 
434 808 < 

823 160,3 
86.9 157.1 
22.6 ,39.4 
8 ,36 

125 

6Dec Total 

- 1 4 
30 102 

0 
20.8 48.2 
,36 291 
1000 19,815 
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-Hdqs 2/ ( lst~v1arDiv 
Log No. 511-6<; 

CONFIDENTIAL Copy NO.-L of.£.. Copie~~ 

HEADQUARTERS 
BLT 2/1 

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF 
c/o FPO, San Francisco, California, 96601 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: OTG 78.5 

3:PDS:mgh 
5213/2 
Ser No 0517-65 
20 December 1965 

Subj: Unit Report for period 300630H November to 0215308 December 
1965. 

Ref: (a.) JT CTJi' 76/7$ Operation Onter 323-66 
(b) C'l'G 76.5 Msg 17162SZ November 1965 

Encl: (1) 8t'1' 2/1 Un! t Report covering period 300630H November to 
021530H December 1965. 

1. Pursuant to Instructions contained in references (a) and (b) 
enelo~re (1) is submitted herewith. 

2. This cover letter is declassified upon detacmlent of enclosure (1). 

\ !\ CW' ~WICKHAM ~~ 
By direction 
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BLT 2-;:r-
usa VALIEY FORGE 
Ser No 0517-65 
201900H December 1965 

Uni t Report No 4 

Period oovered: 3Q063OfI November to 0215)OH December 1965. 

Ref: (8.) BLT Operation Order 206-65 
(b) MA.PS. VIETNAI.f, 1 :50,000 AP TAM TAN, THAN 8Ilm, Series L 

701, Sheets 654.3 II and 664.3 III. 

1. ENEMY. 

a.. Units in.~2~. There vere no known units in the objective 
a.rea. 

b. ~mr reserv~s tha t =~~ •• ~f.f~l'.1~ _oqr s1 tg,a tiol;!. There were no 
know reserves in the immediate area. 

c. Ene,my activity during jer~. The enemy activity was lim:t.ted 
to smIl. unit (2-4 men probing the lines at night &tte~ting 
to draw fire. On one instance a group of four va fired 11 t a 
friendly patrol. 

d. 

e. Conclusions. The only capability available to the va with the 
forces available, was to w1 .. tbdraw from the objective a.rea. 

2. Ofrtl SITUATION. 

- ,~. ~- ," 

b. Owq operations durit!8:J2.erlod. 

Assault elements of the BLT, Coupany E J.s.nded over BIDE 
BEACH (Coordinates 273846) at H-Hour (06,30H) and Company 
G landed in IZ SPARROW at WaUl' (06.30H). All soheduled 
waves were landed by 065Q!1. 

-1-
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(2) The assault landing was unopposed over an unobstructed beach and Oompany 15 rapidly seized Objective 1 (LANG 

(6) 

D GA). 

By 0740H Company H had secured Objective 3 enc~Ultering no enemy resistance. The village of lANG VAN KE was 
deSlert,ed and indications were that it had been so for some period of time. 

At OS15H Company G bad established their a.ssigned blocking post tiona (coord1na tes 246861 to 245867) and had link~d up with elements ot Company' E, which bad completed sweep opera tiona through UNO. VAN KE. 

Du1"ing the sveep through Objective 2 by COll1p8.rly E 3 LVTP-5 f s be~~ bogged down in the vicinity of coordiaate 26;856, whioh neeesai ta ted th~ dil'.lmoun ting ot the company and continuing the search and destro7 operations afoot. 

At l045H a patrol from Company E encountered & squad size VC patrol on the trail at coordinate 257868 and in the ensuing tire fight one VC was wounded. The VC pa trol wi th­drew a.nd contaot was not reestablished. 

(7) At 1515H the reserTe Company (Co F) was landed primarily to provide III.S5ist&.nce with the recovery operations of the disabled LVT.P-5's. 

(8) RecoTery ope:ra.tlons resulted in the additional bogging or two LV'l'P-5, one 'I'D-I; and one TD-24. By 170mI Co F relieved Co G on line, with the latter providing assistance for recovery ~}erations. 

(9) NIgbt tiM activity was restricted to security patrolling vi thin the TAOH. Some small arms fire and sea ttered mortar rounds were received throughouthll& night. 

(10) Vehicle rec,overy operations were conducted on a oontinttous basis and bY' OO,OH on 2 December all 5 IN'l'P's and the TD-24 were receovered Imd proceeded to BlUE BEACI! ... 
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(11) V-Hour 'WaS established at 020S3QH and the wi thdrs.wal was 
oonducted as scheduled. All efforts to recover the TD-1:5 
were to no avail, therefore, it was destroyed subse~lent 
to the last elements of the BLT withdrawing. 

e. Comba t ef'f'isienc;r. Morale and combe. t efficiency remin 
excellent. 

d. Result of oper~ions. Search and capture or destroY' operations 
wi thin the assigned nOR resulted in the as tilml. ted wounding of 
one VO. 

USMC Officers 
USMC Enlisted 
USr! Officers 
USN Enlisted 
Total Ashore 

b.. Qa,:malties. 

56 
1223 

:3 
_ 6~ 

1198 

(1) Wounded in Action ~IA). None. 

(2) !tlon-Battle Cal:>ualties. Two (2) }tA.rines were evacuated to 
the usa VALmY FORGE (LPR-S) as Non-Battle casualties, 
one (1) for Tonelli tis and one (1) for lacerated left arm. 

d.. Prisoners of Wat. None. 

fh Gr&ve Redstra tiona None .. 

r.. MQrale. The m.orale of the BLT was excellent. 

g. Q!!i~~£t~2n. None. 

4. LOGISTICS. 

a.. location of Adminbtrativg Troops and Inst;a..llationm. 

UBS VALLEY l'1JRGE (LPH-8), USB MONTROSE (APA-212) and USB 
MONT'IClULO (ISD-35). 
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b. §~tus of SUopl.x. 

(1) Olas5 I. 14 days Meal, Combat Individual, on hand 
14 days Fuel, bar, trioxane on hand 

(2) Class II. 

Normal allowances on band. 
24 days batteries on band. 
Tracked vehicles deadline awi ting repair or replacement: 

2 LVTP-5 
1 Tn ... v.. 
1 TD-15 

Communi. ca tion items a:wa1 ting repair: 

5 ANjPRC-9 
1.3 A~I/PRC-10 
2 AN/f.mC-8:3 
1 AN/TR.CJ-21 

Ordnan.ce items awai t1ng repair: 1 Sight Unit M34A 1. 

(,3) Class IV. 

Initial issue on band minu~ 2,400 sandbags" 

(4) Class v. 
Basic allowance plus 15 days on hand. 

c. Status of' transports. t19Ult 

The follm'ling vehicles are deadlined awai Ung repair or 
replaoement: 

5 1-1-422 Vit te 
1 M-274 loble 
1 .3000 Lb. Forklift 

d. Status of Evacuation, All evacuation was conducted by heli­
copter. 

e.. Cond1 tion of' roods Rnd s-m tuB of cir9Ula. tioll. The existing 
road was. one lane of hard packed dirt. 
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f. Salvage and captured material. None. 

BY COl4t4AND OF LIEUTENA}lT COLONEL HANIFIN 

\ f\ .. Cr ~I 
~WIC~~~ 

~'i!l.jor, U.S. Marine Corps 
Exe~~t1ve Officer 
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mr.A.DQUAR'l'ERS 
Bt! 2/1 

1 at Marine Division (Rein), Fl4F 
c/o FPO, San Francisco, California, 96601 

FrOfU Comroo.nding Officer 
Tot CTG 78.5 

I 
S- t ~- GS 

\ ~ 

3tPDS:mgh 
5213/2 
Ser No 0518-65 
2019QOH December 1965 

Subj s Unit Report tor period 0;063011 to 061700H December 1965 

Ref: (a) JT GTE' 76/7S Operation Order 32)-66 
(b) eTG 76 H3G 210,32.33 llovember 1965 

Encl: (1) BLT 2/1 Unit Report covering period 05063QH to 061700H 
December 1965. 

1. Pur&taut to instructions contained in referenoes {a} and (b) 
enclosure (1) is SUbllli tt,ed herewith. 

;2. Th1,s cover letter is declassified upon detachment of enolosure (1). 
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Unit Report No ; 

Oopy of -L copies 
BLT 2~ 
USS VALJ.BY FORGE 
Ser No 0;18-65 
201900H Deeember 1965 

Period. Covered: 050630H to 061700II December 1965 

Ref: (a) BLT Operation Order 207-65 
(b) l<m.FS~ VIET!lAH, 1150,000 DUONG LIEU, HOAl liliON, Series 

L 701, Sheets 685.3 IV and 6854 III. 

1. ENEMY 

a. Units in contaQ.'t. Units in the objective area consisted of 
elements of one battalion (possibly a battalion from. the 210th 
Regiment) and one platoon of local va guerrillas. 

b.. Enew reserves that.oan affect out. .situation. ~lithin a 10 mile 
radius of the objective area there was one va Regiment and up 
to 6 local force companies and from a 10-20 mile radius one va 
Regiment capable of reinforcing the present units. 

c.. Enemy activity during period. The initial contaot was with va 
units caught attempting to exfntrate the objecUve area. As 
the operation proceeded, groups of VC that were trapped, scattered 
in the hamlets, taking up prepared positions, firing small arms 
and automatic weapons as friendly units advanced. Sniper fire 
continued. throughout the operation. Durill{l: the period of darkness 
va movement consisted of small groups (2-)} attempting to infil­
trate the hamlets and setting up ambush sites within the objective 
area. Loeal guerrillas attempted to millgle and maintain a llvil­
lager" appearance, removing all trace of military and returning 
to the "blaok pajamalt attire. 

d. h,timate of ene}!tv strength, ater1all..,!eans. morale. and probabll 
knowl~dge of our situation. 

(1) The estiated erl:rrength in the objective area was 300-.4.00 
including local guerrillas. 

(2) 'Weapons, 8.IflfllUnitior.l, medical supplies and food were in 
su.fficient quantities for limited operations. 

(J) The interrogation of POltl' 6 indicated that rl101'8.1e l>faS high. 
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(4) Tbe VC units located in the objective area did not have 
any prior knowledge of friendly forces landing or their 
intentions during the operation:i'w- __ :@ J3 -S ee"i@s: 

(8) The VO units around the hamlet of PHU THU were carr:ling 
rice frOID. the village up Hill 106 when tbe friendly 
forces approached. 

(b) 'Ie units trapped by our units were throw from one 
friendly unit to another in an attempt to exfUtrate 
the obje.ctive area. 

e. Conclusions. The enemy had the follOirlng courses of action avail­
able to him: 
(1) Exfiltrate the objective area, leaving small groups to delay 

and harrasa friendly forces. 

(2) Defend the area with present forces. 

(3) Reinforce with up to one (1) regiment and six (6) local 
force companies. 

The enemy chose to implement the first course of action as 
ltsted above. 

2. (]'-l}J SI'l'UA'],ION 

a. Boundiaries and Command Post. Seo Annex A (Situation OVerl~). 

b. Own Operations dU't"j.ng period. 

(1) Canpanies E and G, as assault ela'llents of the BLT, landed 
on WHITE BE:AGH (Coordinate 986877) and LZ F.J,(}LE respectively 
at fI/L Hour (0630) encountering no enemy resistance or 
obstacles. 

(2) By O'i'1SH Company E had seized Landing Force Objective I 
(PHtT 'rHU). Interrogation of local villagers disclosed 
that approximately 30 va were heading up Hill 106. An 
air strike was called. B.1 0725H the compa~ was established 
in assigned blocking positions (Coordinates 96'1903 to 973902). 

(3) At 0640H CompaIij" H landed on WFJTE rr~CH proceeded along 
direction of attack and seized BLT Objective A (HOA TAN (2») 
~f 0745H. Trenches and bunkers were encountered throughout 
the area but there was no significant enemy activity. 
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While prooeeding towards BLT Ob~ective C, Company G 
encountered moderate enemy resi8t~nce vicinity of eoor­
dil"..ate 695869. Howevel', by 1010H the objective was 
secu:red a.nd consolidating posi tiona esta.blished. 

Ii t 07Q8H COIl."pany F landed in LZ FAG!E and prepared to 
seize BLT Objective B (ROA TAN (1) and (3». Moderate 
small arms fire encountered vicinity coordinate 964866. 
By 1440H the objective was swe'; ... and blocking positions 
estab1i.shod at coordinates 962896 to 961889. 

(6) Onoe Company F had secured BLT Objective E (RCA !AN (1» 
Cow~any H was directed to establish blocking positions 
at coordinates 9568B) to 957888. 

(7) Night time activity was restricted to the establishment 
of 6 squad size ambush sites at likely avenues of approa.ch 
within TAOR and H&I fire missions conducted by 81~~ Mortar 
Plat, Btry B, 1st Bn, 11th Mar and NGF units. BODle small 
arms fire and scattered incoming mortar rounds were re­
ported throughout the night. 

(8) AU ambu.sh /!iites were established after dark and remained 
in effect until daylight. 

(9) ii-Hour was established at 06t200R and was conduct,ed as 
scheduled. As the last elements of the BLT withdrew from 
the beach a LVTC sank approximately 300 ya,rds off \lTHITE 
BEACH and was abandoned. 

d. Result of opera1~~. Search and capture or destroy operations 
within the assigned TAOR resulted in 16 vc w, by body count, 
31 VO estimated KIA, 1 va actual WIA, 3 va estimated WIl, the 
oapture of 2700 pounds of rice, one shotgun and assorted ammuni­
tion. 

:3. PERS0l1NEL 

a.. Strengths. 

US~!IC Officers 56 
USl-!C Enlisted 1223 
USN Officers 3 
USN EAUS.t~d 6j 
Total Aahore 1398 
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be C:s.sualties. - . 
(1) ~il~_in Action fKIA}. Three (3) Marines vere killed 

in action. All KIA's were a result or enemy fire. 

. 

(2) 'W - d . n! 10 'W • Nine (9) Yarines were wounded 
in action. One 1 Marine suffered an internal derange­
lOOnt of the left knee and eight (a) ~.arinea suffered 
wounds as a result of ene,!!''Y fire., One (1) Hoepi tal 
Corpswan was wounded in action as a result of enemy fire. 
Total woundsi ten (10). 

(3) Non-B,!.ttle_91i'1.1S.ltie.§. There 'Were no !~on-Ba.ttle Casualties. 

c. DisciJ!;lj.n,. Law and Orger. No unusual problems enoountered. 

d.. Prisoner§....2f liTar. Enemy captured during the period were as 
follows: 17 VC suspects of which 5 were confirmed and sent 
to the 27th ARVN Division. The remainder were l·eleaee<i. 

f. Moral~. The morale of all personnel of the BLT was extremely 
high. 

g.. Qirts ~~. Operation HAND CrASP articles consisting of 
clothing, food and boya wear distributed to the inha.b1 tants 
of FEU TOO Village. Eight (8) civilians 'Were trea.ted by the 
medical team Oll board the USS VALLEY FORGE (1l'H-8). Four (4) 
oi vilians were evacuated to the AR'V"N Hasp! tal in. QUI ~IHON and 
the remaining fou.r (4) were released a.nd flown to QUI lmON. 

4" toolS'I'Ies 

a.. l;9catiRD: 2t a~JlliP3&tra.]}...!~s a~ ins~JattoJ!!. UBS 
VALIEY FORGE IPU-S), USB f:i1ONTROOE PA-212 and USS NONTICELLO 
(IBD-35). 

b. Status qf S~. 

(1) Class I 

1.3 days Meal, Combat Individual, on band 
13 days FUel, bar, trioxane, on hand 

(2) Class II 

NOl'll"Al allowances on hand 
22 days batteries on h&nd 
Tracked vehicles awaiting repair or replacement: 
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2 LVTP-; 
1 LVTC ... 1 
1 M4,&3 
1 M50A1 
1 TD-24 
1 TD-15 

DECLASSIFIED 

ColIl.tl:Unica. tion 1 te,me awai tins repairl 

; AN/Pnc-9 
17 AuhRC-10 
2 AN/MRC-83 
1 AN/'rPS-21 

1 Sight Unit M34A1 

(3) ClaSB IV. Initial issu.f.\ on hand mim'l.s 2,;00 sandbags. 

(4) Class if. Basic allowance plus 14 days on band. 

c. S;tatu"s. Q.f. jirf.n£)Dortaj;~9n. 

The following vehicles are deadlined awaiting repair or 
replacement 2 

5 M-'+22 late 
1 If.t-274 ~i11e 
1 300 Lb. Forklift 

e. Conditipp.,of ~ Jnd..JL'tf!.jiy,.§ at. ckmaJ,atipn. There 'Were no 
defined vehicle roods in the objective area.. 

l. Salvage and ce,ptllteg. mabrlAl. 2700 pounds of rice was captured, 
of which 1200 pounds were destroyed and 1;00 pounds evacuated. 
In addition, the following arms and amwnition 'Waf! captured 
and evacua.teda 

(1 ) 6 hand grenades 

(2) 6 Shotguns shells 

(3) 30 rounds of 30 Cal. 
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(4) 25 rounds of 45 Cal. 

(,) 1 Shotgun 

BY COl~clAND OF LIEUTENA.NT COLONEL HANIFIN 

~cw~ 
JOHN o. WrolrnAM 

Major, U .8. Marine Corps 
Executive Offioer 
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CTG 78.5 
USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH-8) 
082000 NOV 1965 

eTG 78.5 Op Order 4-65 

A.. l>1aps Vietnam 1:50,000 sheets 6657 I, II, 6757 III & IV, 6747 I, III & IV, 
66;g I & 1'1 

B. CLF Op Plan 1-65 

C. GTC 76.3 Op Order 302-66 

Time Zone: H 

Task Organization: 

Special Landing Forces 
HNN 261 
BLT 2/1 

10 ~3ITUATION. 

Col J. R. BURNETT 
LtOol M. B. PORTER 
LtCol R. T. HANIFIN Jr. 

f\." Enemy Forces: See: current intelligence summa.ries and periodic and 
;'v}(,';':l intelligence reports as issued. 

B. Friendly Forces 

(1) Landing Foree conducts amphibious assault over beaches NE of Tam 
h v landing area to Chu tai TAOR and from Hoi An la.nding area to Danang TAOR. 

(2) BLT 2/7 (PHtI.SE I) la.nd$ over Green Beach. Covers landing 2d Bn 
;1I7HG subsequently conducts search and destroy operations to BE. 

(3) 3d Bn RVMC makes covered landing over Green Bea.ch, passes through 
2/7 and conducts$earch and destroy operations to SEe 

(4) 1311: 3/3 (PHASE II) lands over Ora.nge Beach. Covers landing 3d Bn 
R'IIHC, subsequently conducts search and destroy operations to NW. 

(5) 3d Bn RVMC makes covered landing over Ora.nge Beach, passes through 
3/3, conducts search ani clear operations to NW. 

(6) eTG 76.5 provides Shipping for SIJ'. 

(7) 3/12 supports PHASE I from Chu Lai TAOR. 

($) 12th Marines support cl'ossing of Song Cau Lau River a.nd movement 
into Danang TAOR in PHASE II. 

(9) FMAW provides fixed wi~~ and helicopter support. 

-1-
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(10) Elements of 4th lif.taXines conduct MIN march from Chu Lfa,i TAOR North 
a.long Highway III (PHASE I). 

(11) Elements of 9th YlB.l:'ines conduct M/}.! march South from Danang TAOR 
along high1'Tay #1 (PHASE II). 

(12) Elements of 2d ARVN Div support within FERA. 

(13) GTG 76.3 provides !l!GF support. 

2. MISSION. Be prepared to conduct helicopter-borne and surface landings to 
support LF ashore during both PHASE I and. II operations .. 

3. EXECUTION. 

A.. Concept of Operation. Landing Force lands one BLT & one Battalion RVMC 
on D-Day and D plus 5 respectively to conduct search a.nd. destroy opera.tions be­
tween Danangs and Chu Lai TAOR's. SLY acts a.s Landing Force reserve both phases 
of opera.tion .. 

B. BL'I' 2/1 

(1) Be prepared to land by surface and helicopter means, or both, over 
b':l': ":l and into LZ's to be designated. 

(2) Be prepared to land one company reinforced, a.s directed, by heli-

G. Hl>1J11 261 - Be prepared to: 

(1) Provide helicopter support for BLT 2/1. 

(2) Provide helicopters for a.erial recon, airborne spot, supply and 
~iiacJ SAR, or SUch other missions a.s may be assigned. 

D. Coordim ting Instructions 

(1) This order effective for planning on receipt; execute on order. 

(2) Tentative D-Day, H-Hour 
PHASE I - 0700H lONov 
PHASE II - 0900H 15Nov 

(3) Direct liaison between elements of SLF authoriEed. 

(4) Minimize non combat casualties and da.m.a.ge to crops. 

(5) Civil police a.ctions to be accomplished by SLF troops only in the 
absence of National Police or Vietnamese Forces. 

(6) Unclassified code name for operation is "Blue Marlin". 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(7) Current rules of engagement will be eO)llplied with. 

(8) Use oreN/OS on authority of eLF only. 

(9) All -,'lUI and NGF missions will be observed call missions only to 
ensure positive identification of targets as hostile before they are taken unQer 
fire. 

(10) To mark enemy positions for CAS use red smoke or WP when available. 

(ll) Operation overlay will be issued separately to CTU 78.5.2 and CTU 
78.5.:3. 

(12) LNO will be prOvided by OLF to SLF prior to cimmittment of SLF. 

4. ADMINIS'rRATION AND LOGISTICS. 

A. Debarkation uniform and prescribed load will be promulgated .. 

5. COMUAND AND COMlvlUNICATION-ELECTRONICS. 

h. CO!!lJna.nd Posts 

(l) Afloat - LFH-$ 

(2) Subordiante units report CP loca.tions when established,aehore. 

oJ" Communication ... Electronios 

(1) Annex N reference C 

(2) Call sign LiW JANAP 

(3) Mark friendly front lines with air panels when requested 

(4) Clear helo landing zones 

(a.) Primary - Green 
(b) Alterna.te - Yellow 
( c) Enemy firing in LZ - Red 

(5) Reports 

(a) Situation reports every two hours to CLF 

J. R. BURNETT 
Colonel, U. S, Marine Corps 

COl1l.11'landing 

-3-

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

CHANGE 1 to CTG 78.5 01' Order 4-65 (080200 NOV 65) 

1. Make the following changes to subject order: 

em 18 .. 5 
USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH-8) 
151.300 NOV 19t>5 

A. Under paragmph lB,changesubject para (4) to read: "Two companies 
B1T 3/3 atld one company of 1/7 and: attached units, lands Oratlge Beach". 

B. Under p~agrapll 1B, delete subject para (5) and (6). 

C. Under paragraph lB, change subject para (12) to r~d: "Two RVN Ranger 
Bns and two RVN Speoial Companies will oonductopera;tions West of Truong Giang 
River wi thin FBHA.". 

D. Under pat'agt"aph :3A, change to read: If Landing Foree lands one BLT and 
one Battalion RVMC on D-Day and on D pltls 6 lands one BLT to conduct search and 
destroy operation bet\'feen Da Nang and Chu 1a.i TAORt s. SLF a.cts a.s landing 
force roserve both ph;r.ses of operation". . 

Ec Under paragraph 3D.. Change subject para (2), PHASE II, to rea.d: tlH-Hour 
to be announced D-Da.y, 16 Nbvll • . 

J. R.. BURNETT 
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

commanding 
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TAB F 

ero 78.5 Opera.tion Order 5'..65 (Operation Harvest Moon) 
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erG 713.5 
us;) VALLEY FORGE (LPH .. e) 
091000H 1965 

OPERATION ORDER 5-65 

Re!: (a) Map: ANS Series mOl 1:50,000 Sheets 6657 I & IV, 6658 II & III 

(b) Jrd HarDiv OpnO 1...65 

Time Zone: H 

Ta.sk Orga.nization: 

Special landing Force 
HNJ·1261 
BLT 2/1 

1. SITUATION. 

A. Enemy Forces 

Col J. R. BURNETT 
LtCo1PoRTER 
LtCol HANIFIN 

(1) See current intelligence surnma.ries and periodic a.nd special intel­

ligence reports as issued. 

(2) Annex B (Intelligence) to reference (b) 

B. Friendly Forces 

(1) Task Force Delta conducts spoiling attack in Que Son-Vet An-Hiep 

Due Valley complex to prevent va from capturing Que Son and eliminate VC forces 

\,,~,at ha.ve isolated P..RVN outpost at Viet An. 

(2) 3rd Mal"Div continues operations against ve. 

(3) FVJ,,1/1 provides CAS and helicopter support as required. 

(4) IJRVN Forces 

(a.) One ARVN Regt (-) on D ... l in coordination with TF Delta. advances 

Northwest between Highway l and railroad to Thang Binh. On D-Day a.dvances South­

west to Phase Lines A and B. It is anticipated that enemy contact will be made 

in the viCinity of PLB. 

(b) Provides security a.t selected bridge sH,es along Route 1. 

(e) 3dBn, 5thRagt (-) (Rein) RP on order feints atta.ck West trom 

Hiep Due District Headquarters and blocks along line at AT 970275 to AT 980260. 

(5) NGF - One (1) DD and one (1) CL provide NGF support. 
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2. MISSION. Be prepared to chop OpCon III MAF and carry out assigned mission. 

3. EXECUTION. 

A. Concept of Operation. Upon chop OpCon III MAF, SLF prepared to larrl 
BLT 2/1 by helo into LZ as directed; provide helo support as directed. 

B. BLT 2/1 

(1) Chop to OpCon TF Delta on order. 

(2) Be prepal:'ed to land by helo in designated LZ's and carry out missions 
as assigned by TF Delta. 

c. HNM 261 

(1) Be prepared to provide hela lift as directed. 

D. Coordinating Instructions 

(1) D-Da.y - Wec 

(2) Code Name - Harvest l-loon 

() Use CN/CS on authority CG TF Delta.. 

(4) Coordinate ARVN units thru Headquarters TF Delta. 

(5) Minimize non combat casualties and damage to crops. 

(6) FOI, - Coordinate thru TF Delta J:leadquarters 

4. i.DLlIN : ... NTI LOOISTICS. 

A. LSU primary source supply after chop OpCon to TF Delta 

B~ Prescribed Load 

1 Day MCI per individual 

B/A Class V 

2. Canteens per man 

5. COMHAND AND COl1MUNICATIONS - ELECTRONICS. 

A. Annex E to reference (b) 

J. R. BURNETT 
Colonel U. S. Marine Corps 

Commanding 
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TAB G 

Commander Amppibious Ready Group/Commander Special Landing Force 

Administrative Order 1-66 (Hue-Phu Bai BLT Rotation) 
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From: Commander Amphibious Ready Group/Conmarrler Special Laming Force 
To: Distribution List 

Subj: eTG 76oS/CTG 78.5 Administrative Order 1-66; promulgation of 

Ref: (a) COMSEVEN'lH FL T 071140Z DEC 
(b) eTG 76.5 OPORD 201-65 

Encl~ (1) Hue Phu Sal BLT Rotation Plan 

1. Enclosure (1) provides for the off1oading of BLT 2/1 and the loading 
of BLT 3/4 and is promulgated for appropriate action. 

2. This order is effective for planning and operations upon receipt. 

Captain, U. S. Navy 
Commander Amphibious Ready Group 

U.S. SEVENTH Fleet 

Distribution List: 
CO USS MONTICELLO (S) 
CO USS V ALLEY FORGE (5) 
CO USS MONTROSE (5) 
co USS SEMINOLE (3) 
CO USS VESOLE (2) 
CTU 7S~5~2 (3) 
CTU 78.5e3 (3) 
co BLT 3/4 (3) . 

DECLASSIFIED 
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·J.R.~~ 

Colonel, U.S. Mari.ne Corps 
Commander Special Landing Force 

Fleet MarlneForce 
g.S. SEVENTH Fleet 
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TASK ORGANIZATION -
Offloading/Loading Group Commander 

CTU 76.5.2 Of'floading/Loading Unit, 

LSD or!loading/Loading Element 

LPH Orf'ioading!Loading Element 

APA Orfloading/Loading Element 

AKA Of'floading/toading Element 

Commander Landing Force 

eTU 7$.5.2 BLT 2/1 Orrloading Unit 

DECLASSIFIED 

CAP!' '1'. R. WESCHLER ~ USN 
( COMPHIBREADYGRU) 

CAPT T.R. WESC~~ USN 
(COMPHIBREADYGRU) 

CAPT GoW~ FOLTAs USN 
(CO USS MONTICELLO) 

CAPT R.O~ MADSON lol USN 
(CO USS VALLEY FORGE) 

CAPT R. JUAREZ~ USN 
(00 USS MONTROSE) 

OAPTW~C. DIXON~ USN 
(CO USS SEMINOLE) c 

t10L J.F. BURNETT j USMC 
(CQ}~JI,NDER SPEDIAL LANDING FORCE) 

L'roOL R.T. HANIFIN~ JR. USMC 
(CO BLT 2/1) 

LTCOL M.B. PORTER~ USMC 
(00 HMH 261) 
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HUE PHU BAI BLT ROTATION PLAN 

10 SITUATION. 

In com~liance with .reference (a), tnis administrative order supplements 
reference (b) in providing for the" off1oil.ding'of BLT 2/1 and supporting 
elements and tne subsequent administrative'16Minp: ofBLT 3/4 and supp .,!,tinp: 
elements at Hue Phu Bai~ Viet Nam. This rotational unloading and loading 
sequence will be coordinated by Commander Amphibious Ready Group/Cornmarrle;:­
Special Landing Force. Upon completion of loading BLT 3/4, ships of the 
offloading/loading unit sortie as directed by COMPHIBREADYGRU. USS SEMINOLE 
shall be detached to proceed as previously directed q 

20 CONCEPT. 

B.o At the time designated by CTG 7605» UNIFORM-Hour» ships commence 
offloading fram their assigned anchorages» LPHoperating area near the mouth 
of Song Hue River» Viet Nam» as designated in Appendix I and in accordance 

with Appendices II and III plus individual Sh~pt6 loading plano 

Po In acoordance with Appendices II and 111$ landing craft shall be 
utilized to transport supplies and equipment from'the APA and LSD via the 
Song Hue River to the Hue lAnding and the Tan My Pier. Troops embarked 
aboard the PJ?A am !..SD shall be transported by' laming craft at approxi .... 
mately U~24 hours to the Tnn MY Pier for further transfer to Phu Bai as 
arranged by CTU 78.5.2. The shi~Si platoons as designated 
by CTU 78 0 502 "hall remain embarked until o'rnoading il3 completed and lo~d ... 
ing has commen~edp at the diecretionof the individual_shipos Commanding 
Officero The shipe platoons will be tranaportod to the Hue Lanning by 
landing cra~t.. Supplies and equipment enbarked i'ibl)ard tbe LPH shall be 
helo, ... liftE;, .... to Phu',Bai. Troops shall be helo-1Uted with personal gm'l.r to 
ill land:i.ng.:~z()Jle (to be desi~nated) adjacent to th(~ Tan My Pier staging a.r,;~j, 
if h(l!8.'i/Y seas prohibit surface tran!'!port by la.nding craft to the T!\n My 'Pi''li:''n 

e. Vehicle$.o up to.'and inoluding 5-ton trucksp that are embarkl?o' 
aboard the APA and LSD shall be debarked by hnding ,,:raft at the TA,\1 My P"~:d'" 
(m S27.317)1I Appendix Vp and proceed to Phu Bal by road. All heavier 

vehieles p including Ontoa p sha.ll be transported up the Song Hue River 
(Appendix VI) to the Hue Landing. Instruotions W!1 de~dlined v~h1cles will 
be promulgated eeparately~ . 

d. Following the oornpletim of offloading BLT 2/~ ships! shall commen'-
the loading of BLT .3/4 observing the same general plan tha.t was utilizeci f'lf 

ornoading and in acooroanee with approved loading plane •. If feasible, in 
accordance wi th Appendix 1II9 partial embarkation of BLT 3/4 shall comrnan~;~ 
prior to the complete debarkation of BLT 2/1. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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e. A guide boat (LePL) with Convoy Co~nder and secutity force (plus 
river guide and interpreters as available) ~mbarked, shall guide each 
convoy of boats up the Song Hue River to the Hue Landing and back. LeUs 
are authorized to operate independently as directed by the PCS. 

f. River operations to the Hue Landing and road travel shall be 
be suspended at dark. Unless otherwise directed, unloading/loading at 
the Tan My Pier shall continue during the hours of darkness, providing 
appropriate security forces are in place. 

go In order to provide surveillance and~security for safe river 
operation, one TAO to be requested fromIIIMAF, will be airborne 
continuously during river passages and shall report the status of convoys 
to CTG, 76 0 50 

3. EXECUTION. 

a. Commander Offloading/Loading Group (eTG 76.5) 

(1) Exercise overall control of ship anchorages, LPH operating 
area, river and harbor operations during the BLT rotation. 

(2) Offload BLT 2/1 and administratively load BLT 3/4, plus 
supporting elements~ in accordance with approved loading plans. 

(3) Coordinate ,arrangements for berths, lighterage and anchor-
ages 9 as necessary 0 .... ______ _ 

(~) Provide for the availability of' Coastal Group advisors/river 
guides and interpreters if available. 

(5) Control and coordinate all supporting arms outside the Hue Phu 
Bei TAOR. 

(6) Provide for the settlement of claims arising as a result of boat 
opera ti ons. 

b. Commander Offloading/Loading Unit (CTU 76.5.2) 

(1) Direct offloading and loading in accordance with respective 
landing and loading plans. 

(2) During offloading and loading, control movement and assigned 
anchorages of ships attached. 

-2-
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c. Commander Landing Force Offloading Unit (CTU 7865~2) 

(1) Coordinate the atr~agements of the Landing Force drloading and 
Loading Units for loading ramps~ staging area~, and beach loading facilities 
and aids.- ----., - -

(2) Provide for'necessar,r security of the Tan My Pier, road convoys 
and the Hue Landing area. 

(3) Provide B~t setiurity for river conv:>yso ~ecurity forces to be 
embarked aboard PCS to be further embarked aboar<... each LCPL. 

(4) Coordinate all communication/control requirements between the 
Landing Force o~oading and Loading Unito 

(5) Debark units from assigned shipping in accordance with this 
plan and approved debarkation plans. 

(6) Supervise the establishment of a debarkation/embarkation 
control system at unloading/loading sites. 

(7) Coordinate all requirements for loading facilities, dunnage, 
and wheel chocks. 

(8) A~range for the transport/security of troops via road from 
the vicinity of Tan My Pier to Hue Phu Bai. 

(9) Insure that all unloading is completed prior to the debarkation 
of the ship's platoon. 

(10) Provide 2 forklifts for ctrloading operations at Hue Landing. 

(11) Provide 2=5KW generators for night operations at Tan My Pier. 

(12) Claims resulting from land operations will be referred ,~ 
III MAF fo~ settlement. 

d. Commander Helicopter Squadron HMM 261 (CTU 78.5.3) 

(1) Provide helieopters for shuttle of troops and specified equipment 
to and from designated ianding zones as directed. 

(2) Coordinate with the CTU 78.5.2 in the selection of a landing 
zone in the vicinity of the Tan My Pier, if required. 

tions. 
(3) Be prepared to provide helicopters for TAO during river opera· 
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e. LSD OffloadinglLoading Element Commander . '" t 
/:; 

(1) When directed by cro 76.,.5» proceed to Danang» and offload 
equipment and personnel as designated hvCTG 7S.5. Direct liaison is 
authorized with NSA. Upon compl~ting the offload~'rejoin TG 76.50 . ~. \ 

, . 
(2) Anchor in assigned anchorage (Appendix I) when directed 

by CTG 76.50 

(3) Coordinate the utilization of security' ·f,'.orces embarked in 
LePts. Provide armed LCPL am convoy Commander as needed. 

(4) At U=Hour9 .debark elements of BLT 2/1 in accordance with the 
basic plan and Appendix II!. 

(5) Upon completing the rot~tion~ back load 2 fork lifts and 2-5KW 
generators for transportation andoffloading ~t Danang. 

(6) Function as Primary Control Ofd.cer. Contl"ol all boat movements from tl: 
transport area to landing siteso Make up convoys and dispatch to Hue Landing 
site in groups as boats 'are ready for transit, LeUs are authorized to make 
independent transit of river when ready. 

" ". (7) . Upon the completion of loading~LT 3/4,.~~d when directed 
';f'~;~~Y eTG 76.5 9 proceed to Dana_ng/ehl! Lail:ll!~ lOa.cip~_~§nn~l_and ~quip!09nt as 

;'.'~f.dgnahd by eTG 7e.5. Rejoin TG 76.5 upon completion. .".,_-..: 

'---" (g) Advise CTG 76o~ of any situations which may requir~ fire support. 
I 

f. LPH Off loading/Loading Element Conuna~er 

(1) Anchor or operate in assigned operating area (Appendix I) 
when directed by CTG 76.5 D or as necessar,r to conduct required flight opso 

(2) Commencing'at U=Hour» control debarkation of heliborne ele~nts 
ot BLT 2/1 in accordan~e With this basic p1an 9 and approved landing plan as 
pr~u1gated b.1 CTU 7a.5020 

go APA Offloading!LoadiPg Elem~t Conunander 

(1) Anchor is assigned anchorage (Appendix I) when directed by 
eTG 76 0 50 Provide boat:;! as directed by PeS. 

~ , 
" 

(Z) At U=Hour p debark elements of BLT 2/1 in accordance with this 
basic plan ll Appendix III)) and approved landing plane 

(3) Function as Secondary Control Officer. 

(4) ~rovide a heavY salvage boat in the transport area. 

""'4= 
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(5) Provide two LCPLs(armea)>> one to function as Boat Group 
Commander and the other as Convoy Commander. 

, . . .. . ~ 

ho AKA Offloading!Loading Element Commander 

(1) ProvIde boats as directed by PCS. -. .. . 

(2) Providt:l armed Lept and Convoy Commander as directed hy PCS o 

(3) Provide heavy salvage at Hue Landing site. 

(4) Provide LCPL with ABGG if required. 

x. Coordinating Instructions 

(1) Individual ships report offloadirig/loading status in accordance 
with,Appendix VII. 

'(2) Convoy Commanders report passing checkpoint "TEMPLEq in accolrdance 
with Appendix VIla 

(3) The loading of explosive and hazardous cargo will be in aeco~anc~ 
with USCG=108 as modified by COMPHIBPAC INST 8023.3 of 11 March 1959 and 
existing diredivas and inst~uctions.. Palleti~ed cargoj) will be offloadeg/ 
loaded intacto 

(4) Class III dru.ms that are loaded shali be carefully inspected. 
No leaking drums are to be loaded. Vehicle fuel tanks will not be filld 
to more that 75% of capacity. 

(5) Spreaders will be used for all vehicle lifts. Shackle boat9 
will be used for all vehicle/heavy lifts. 

(6) All boats must be clear of the Song Hue River by darkness o 

River' operations commence each day :at 0700. Boats which cannot transit 
back to the tr&:nsport area by 1830 will remain overnight at the Hue Landing o 

(7) All personnel of 'the Landing Forca will be debarked ashore 
with their personal gear in their poaseesi?no 

(8) Ship~t Commanding Officers ensure that all landing craft 
transiting the river are equipped with machine guns either mount ad or 
carried A Weapon~ will not be loaded and/or fired except on order of Senior' 
Offieer or PO present when considered necessary beCause of actual situationo 
For river passage in this area opening fire is not authorized unl~ss fired 

UpO!lo 
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(9) Ships furnish copJ.es of"Appendi'c'es V and VI'to boat coxswains. 
Additional copies will be provided by CTG 76.5 for this purpose. Brief all 
coxswains on river navigation. 

(10) Ships provide cots for boat crews who are likely to remain 
overnight in Phu Bai. 

(11) All ships be prepared to provide any boat crew alongside hot 
meals upon request. In no case shall boat crews be worked over eight hours 
without a hot meal. 

(12) All boats carry a minimum of five gallons of water and one day 
of rations for the crew and security force/guide/interpreter embarked. 

(13) All personnel boats are to wear life jackets when seaward 
of the channel marker. Helmets and ar.mor vests shall be carried for use when 
considered necessary. 

(14) All ships provide sunburn ointment for boat crews. 

(15) PCS coordinate the refueling of landing craft. 

(16) CECO:1,a embarked. aboard the VALLEY FORGE. 

(11) All boats naintain a distance of 75 yards while navigating 
the Song Hue River. Boat coxswains utilize d~rections indicated Appen= 
dices- V and VI. 

(lS) U-Hour to be promulgated separately. 
- , 

(l9) Ships remaining at anchor at night, proVide se1f=protective 
measures in accordance with Annex J to reference (b). 

(20) Convoy/escort to and from Tan My Pier is not required. 

(21) Bulk cargo will be transported Qy LeMa up the Song Hue River 
to the Hue Laming. 

40 Administration and Logistics 

As in the basic operation order. 

-6-
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5. Conunand and Signal 

a. Communications in accordance with Appendix VIII. 

APPENDICES~ 

Thom:l.S R. WESCHLER 
Captain, U. S. Navy 

Commander Amphibious Ready Group 
,U$S, SEVENTH Fleet 

I - Transport Area Diagram 

II - Landing Craft Availability Table 

JS:~ 
Colonel, U.S o Marine Corps 

Commander Special Landing Force 
Fleet !13,rine Force 
U.S. SEVENTH Fleet 

III - Landing Craft Employment Plan (PASEP TO ceo's) 

IV - Helicopter Availability Table (NOT ISSUED F~TI¥~TED 12 HELOS CONTINUOUS) 

'v ~ Tan My Pier 

VI - Song Hue River 

VII - Reports 

VIII ~ Communication Plan (TO BE ISSUED SEPARATELY) 

1 
1 
! CONFIDENTIAL 

ENCLOSURE (I) ;, 
DECLASSIFIED 



o 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • CJi':IPHIBR:e::ADYGRU-/COr-1:f\WmER SLF 
P.DKINORDER l~66 

APP3:NDIX I 

TRANSPORT AREA DIAGRAM q'j 

l 

! 
( 
\ " 

\i 

f'l 
i 

" .. ~ , 
w ~ 

U ~ <: 
:t ~ 
ill 

~ h. 
w 
~ < ::r; 
n, () 
~ 

:E. 

r=--~ 

. " 
~\ J !gOC. ~ 

. \ ~:t:W 

\~ ~; -,. 

DECLASSIFIED 

"".,....-7 \ \?l 
. I]\~ 

\ """ '0 ... 
:1 ..A, ~ 

r~ 

~<-
ENCLOSURE 



DECLASSIFIED 
r-

'. • COm:>HIBREADYGRU!COMMANDER Btli' 
ADMlNORDER 1=66 -

APPENDIX II 

LANDOO CRAFT AVAILABILITY TABLE 

."" 

SHIP LeV? LCMJ LCM6 LCPL LCMS LCU SALVAGE 

APA 19 0 1 3 0 0 1 

AKA 5 :2 5 :2 1 

LSD 2 0 0 ~ :2 1 0 

NSA DANANG 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

'TOTAL 26 2 6 '1 2 Z 2: 

NOT AVAIL. 
DUE NAV_AL, 
MJUNT REQ,R 0 0 7 ;.", ''0 ". ... "',J "" 

TOTAL 
AVAILABLE 2'::-

./ 
2 6 0 2 2 0 

! 
~ .--- ! - - -~~--~- -~-~-- --- -- --- ---

1. AKA PROVIDE ONE HEAVY SALVAGE TO HUE LANDING IN ORDER 
TO PROVIDE AssisTANCE BETWEEN CHEcK POINT ItTEMPLEi~ AND LANr: HG; s'r AY 
VICINITY LANDING WHEN NOT 13EING'-UTILIZED. . 

2. SHIPS PROVIDE LCPt 0 S AND PERSONNEL AS FOLLOWS:5 
"~-~-

APA 1 LePt CONVOY GO}!MANDER 
1 LCFt IDAT GROU¥~COMMANDER 

AKA 1 LOPt CONVOY COMMANDER 
1 LOPL ASSISTANT'13oA"[' GROup· COMMANDER 

LSD 1 LePL, CONVOY COMMANDER 
.- .. 
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COMPHIBREADYGRU/COMMANDER SLF 
ADMI'NORDER l~66 APPENDIX V 

TAN MY PIER 

/ 

0)_. 
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APPElmIX VI TO ,ADMIN ORDER 1=66 
--~. 

'SI;IEE'r lw 
" ~.\~ '~ 

i " . 

~S--------------------~~------~T-----------'-----------'------------I 

TRAN$PORT ARE'A 

. - . 

I 
3+-' --~~~--~~~bL~~~---+----------_+-----------~ 

7G 
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1. GENERAL 
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REPORTS 
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• 

All ships report if unable to meet scheduled off-load 
time (UNIFORM HOUR), stating nature of delay and estimated 
time of delay. Utilize most expeditious communication 
means availableo Additionally, report when off=loadin& of 
BLT 2/1 is completed, upon commencing to on-load BLT 3/4 
and when on-loading BLT 3/4 is completed. 

20 SIX-HOUR REPORTS 

Report unloading/loading status eve~y six hours using 
the following message format to CTG 76.50 

A. Status of boating 
Bo Percentage unloading/loaging 

(1) Bulk; cargo 
(2) Vehicles 
(3 ) Personnel 

C. Problems encountered 
Do Estimated time of completion unloading/loading 

3. BOAT REPORTS 

Boats to Hue and return report the following to PCS: 

A. Passing checkpoint TTTEMPLE" (appendix VI) 
Bo Upon arrival at landing at Hue 
Co Upon departing landing at Hue 
D. Passing checkpoint tlTEMPtEtl 
Eo Passing green channel marker building at breakwater 

Boats to Tan My Pier and return report the following 
to PCS: 

A. Arrival pier 
B. Departing pier 
Co Passing green channel marker building at breakwater 

40. UNLOADING/LOADING DELAYS 

All ships report delays as they occur and again when 
corrected to CTG 7605. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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CooruNICATIONS 

• 
1. In order to prOvide adequate eqnt1'01 and. cool"dinatiol'l during the BLT 
rotat~O!l the tollO'ld.ng cormnunicationa will be required ~ 

, 

a. Single Side Band at the foll~'locationaf Phu ~i~ Hue landing 
Tan MY' pier; LSD CNCS)ll APAll and W~ LPH. 

,bo' F. H. at Tan My pier; on boats shuttling between the pier a.nd s~J 
onLP8 p LSD (NCS) i ~.4.,l AU, Helos;! on all lead !loots proceeding up/down 
river.. ' 

20 All Singl~ Side &nd equipment ~ with the except ton of Naval Gunrire~ will 
be on 10221 KGS (USB)$ BtT rotation control and coordination net o All r .. Mo 
equipnent will be on 3g~5 MGS p boot eomm.on. Strict Tadio disCipline _t be 
maintained at all time\'Jo 

'0 Helas used ~o Provi, de surveillance and limited air protection for convQY8 
on HUe river to mainta-in guard on TAO/A SPOT (28;.8'MCS) and boa.t common (,S.5 
HCS)o Report to CASHBOOK VICTOR on b~ttonpurpl€ for initial controL Shift 
to control by COMPANY STORE when directed. 

I 
\ 

4. ' Alii. ships aha;t.l lnaintain individual guard on fletted n~t broadcastso 
I " 
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• ;MH~READ'yGRU/C~ER SLF • 
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r TAB A TO APPEND.IX vn 
CALL SIGNS 

NAME CALL SIGN CW 

VALLEY FORGE BEARCAT MaNW 

MONTICELLO CASHBOOK VICTOR NGVD 

. MONTROSE EXPERT INDIA NPPP 

VESOLE MILK PUNCH 

SEMfNOLE GLli:NHILL PAPA 

LeU MESH '-, 

LCM."g BLUEJAY (BOAT NR.) 

LCM~6 (SHIP'::' JALL) (BOAT NR.) 

BLT 2/1 CEDAR BIRD 

BLT 3/4 BEARMAT 

HMM 261 STATION BREAK 

3RD MARINE DIV MONROE 

CONVOY COMMANDER COMMANDER - RED ~ BLUE, ETC. 

'7-1 COl:..tmTIVE CQo!MAND 

oro 76.5 GRUDGE COMPANY STORE 

OTG 7g.5 MILFOOD REPTILE 

PRIMARY CONTROL SHIP PHlJBAI CATSKill 

CENmAL CONTROL SHIP CATSKILL 

TAN MY PIER TAN BEET 

HUE LANDING PHUBAI BEET 
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CIRCUIT 
FREQ. ~ESIG. EMMISo NET 

~99.4mc~ N-l 6A3 TM&W/AMPHIB c'MN (P) 

~15.4mc~ N-2 6A3 CI/LOG SUPPORT (p) 

~77.8mc~ N-3 6A3 FLT CMN?TM&W (S) 

·2096 kcs N-4 6A3 7TH FLT GEN WARN 

lO22lkcs N-5 3A3J BLT ROTATION COOR/CONTru )L 

3B.5mes N...6 36F3 BOAT COMMON 

4441kce N-7 1.24Fl Oil KW-7 ORESTES 

2B40kcs N-B O.lAl TG COMMON 

4301kcs 0-1 3A3J NGF CONTROL (p) 

3179kes C-2 3A3J NGF CONTROL (S) 

361.Bmcs H-l 6A3 ~ALFOR LAND/LAUNCH 

2SO.2mos H-2 6A3 ~ELO COMMON (MAROON) 

2B5.Bmcs H-3 6A3 rt'AO/Am SPOT (PURPLE) 

B,OOkcs N-9 3A3J ~RKET TIME 

2716kes N-IO 6A3 JUNK rot CE NET 
-. 1 

'1 

TAB B TO APPENDIX VII 
.... 1'ASa 

~ OlHISSY1~NO 
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TAB H 

COMS~VENTHFLT Mag 230532Z December 1965 

";L" 
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230532 DEC 65 
Frif. OOMSEVmJTHFL'r 

'1'0 CTf 79 
CTF 78 

INFO CTF 76 

CmCPIi.GFLT 

eG FMF'PAC 

S,:FHFPAC/I MAC (FWD) 

Uj';1l5 

COHUSI:1ACV 

CG III MAF' 

SECRET 

TASK DESIGNATORS (1.1) 

A, !W 24.lOUl;Z NOTAL 

B, HY OPLA! 104-66 NOTAL 
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• 
TAB H 

1" REF A REFEHS" FlFFECTIVE 250001Z 1'F 78 IS DISSOLVED" OTr' 79 ASSIGN TASK 

FORCE 79 DESIGNATOR TO SLF AND ADVISE ALCON. 

GP-4 
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