
 DECLASSIFIED 

. , . 
SECRETe NOFORN • c~ 0029667 

COMMANDER 
IAL LANDING FORCE 

ALFA 
SEVENTH FLEET 

T G SPECIAL LANDING 79.4 
FORCE ALFA 

DOWNGRADED AT '2 YEAR 'Nl'ERVAl.S, 
NOT AUTOMATICALLY DECl.ASSIFiED 

DOD DIR 5200.10 

CC)MMAND 
CHIiONOLOGY 

1-31 JtJLY 1967 
. " 
0),' .' i ! 

•. J ( .~ 

Copies ~f:'r~~T- ~'(}a:-nCtd 
DECLASSIFIED 

i 
r' 



• 
DECLASSIFIED 

m.J\l)~UA}n'r~WJ 

'rask Group 79.4 

• 
}'l eet NRri no }'orce, ~EV.8~'l'H Fleet 

1<'.1:'0 ~)Etn .B'r::mcisco, 96601 

From: Comtnuno j nt' Offic0r' 
'1'0: Commanc'i tlf. ConerA) I Ninth Enrine ,I'+ild CJ1':; Bri{;ade 

Subj: 

Ref: 

Command Chronoloe,\ for period 1 to 31 July 1967 

(a b) Meo 5750.2 
() FMl<'PacO 5750.8 
(0) BrigO 5750.1C 

Enel: (1) Commander Task Group 79.4 Command Chronology 

3/OAN/jt1 
5750.1C 
~er: 0024811 .67 
5Scpteinb0r ··1967 
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1 • DES IGNA ~1 ION 

Task Group 79.4 

BLT 1/3 (1-31 July 1967) 

None. 

2 , LOCA l' ION 

1-31 July 1967 

1-25 July 1967 

23-31 July 1967 

3 • STAFE..QFF ICBR2, 

Commanding Officer 

• 

Executive Officer/Air Officer 

s~ 1/Adjuta.nt 

Ass' t ~3-1/Adjutant 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
PART I 

Colone} J. j" CI )iI'\~j, Y 
1- 31 Julj{'1967 

SU1lORDIHA'l'fl UNI(t~ 

LtCol P. A, \/ WK,' nr~; 
1-15 July 1967 

I,tGol J" I ~ rl':-iOILil0 
16-31 July 1967 

LtCol No J c KAPB'l'AN 
1~31 July 1967 

U:3S OK INA WA (Ll'H~ 3 ) 
Ud:3 DUI.U'fH (I,lJll s 6) 
U01.) HERM;I'l,'AGE (ISD~ 34) 

• _.f ,',' 

U;S0 0]:<;]HNOlli (AKl,-104) 

U;;jS 'l'IOG1I COUNTY (181'=1158) 

Colonel Jo Ao CONWAY 
1~31 July 1961 

LtCol Roe. MAllliH 
1-31 July 1967 

Ca.pt M. L. WILKIW30N 
1~31 July 1967 

2ndLt J. c. SMITH 
1=31 July 1967 
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COMMANDER TASK GROUP 79.4 

COMMAND OHRONOLOGY 

1 Ju~ 1967 - 31 JulY 1967 

INDEX -
- ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1 

- NARRA.TIVE SUMMARY 

- SE"UEN'l'IAL LISTING OF 
SIG:NIFlCANT.~S , 

'\ 
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SEC&.NOFOBli. 
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1. DESIGNATION 

Task Group 79.4 

HMM }62 (1-}1 July 1967) 

None. 

2. LOCATION 
',,' , 

1-31 July 1961 

1-25 July 1967 

23-31 July 1967 

3 • STAFF OFF lCEllli 

Commanding Officer 

Executive Offioer/Air Officer 

S-1/Adjutant 

Aaa't S-1i/Adjutant 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 

ORGJJlIZATIONAL DATA 

COMMAiDfJR 
~~ .. , .. ~-

SUBORD INA TE UN ITS 

• 

LtCol P. A. 'tHCKWIRE 
1-15 Juli 1961 

1.tCol A. I, T:-IOHMi 
'tEi-31 July 1967 

h 

LtCol N. J. KAP.l!:'rAN 
1-31 July 1967 

ATTACHED UNITS 

UCi::> uEMINOLE (.AJa\-104) 

U~S TIOGA COUNTY (LST-1158) 

Colonel J. A. CONWAY 
1-31 July 1967 

LtCol R. C. MARSH 
1-31 July 1967 

Capt M. L. WILKniSON 
1-31 July 1967 

2ndLt J. C. SMITH 
1-31 July 1967 
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DECLASSIFIED 

~~3 (Designate) 

Asaft :)-3 

ComrnO 

Assit CommO 

4. .!VEgAGE HONT!!LY srl'RENGTti 

USMC 

gH Enl -
Hq TG 79.4 12 29 

BL'l' 1/3 62 1484 

HMM 362 41 191 

Ca pt \-10 N 0 l!'OW LER 
1~-31 July 1967 

2nd1t Do Eo DURHAM 
1-31 July 1967 

LtCol 'V!o Wo rl'AYLOR, Jr. 
1~28 July 1967 

LtCol Ho PRESTON 
29~)1 July 1967 

LtCol H. PRESTON 
19~,28 July 1967 

LtCol Wo W. TAYLOR~ Jr. 
29~31 July 1967 

Major RoW 0 EDWARDS 
1=31 July 1967 

~~jor Ro M. BROWNE 
1=31 July 1967 

Capt l<', D, KBLLY 
1~31 July 1967 

1st1t Lc Mo ~WICK 
12~'31 July 1967 

, .. 

USN Other 

orr lm,!, 

0 0 

8 89 

1 3 

.Q!£ full 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
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IJilUrl' II 

Durinr, the period 1-2 JuJy 1967, 'rask Group 7') .iJ., cornrnenc(~cl planninc 
for Operation BI!lAR CLAW. On 2 July 1967 the fJ'nsk Group ,ms alerted to 
proceed to the vicinity of the CVA VIhr.r River, I erlZ, HVIJ. Operation 
lIb/Ill CUI'! vlaS conducted in conjunction wi t.h Operation DU/_'~~lJO from 3-13 
July 1967" Operation BBt,R C]j,\y VIas conducted in conjunctj on \lith Opera­
tion HICKOHY 1I, M-17 July 1967. On 4 July 1967 01'C01, of 'J'G 7:J.4 vas 
pEwsed to III NAF and then to 3d Mar Div and 9th Marinen concurrently 0 

CilG 79.4 remainr;d aboard AHG shipping which continued in ~"lUpport of 
operations ashore. OPCON of ~'G 79.4 less ]llil' 1/3 1;T[W ~)nDfled from 9th 
K'wines to 3d M!'l.r Div on 7 July] 967. On 17 July 196'(, HL'i' ','JaS l)'~ck­
loaded abrorcl AHG shippinC. On HI .1uly 196'( Ul'CUN ofl'e 79,1j '.lfl" p",Gu~d 
to C1'G 76.4 and Operation Bbi\H OM" FIW termin~ltcd, On J8 July 19()7, 
'l'ask Group 79,4 commenced pll1nninr, for Opcrntion Jt;',GUJ: UIJJJJ, ',,'hid\ "{\Ie' 

conduoted 21- 30 ~Tu1y 1967 in the PHD LOC ~',ncl. HU rj'Uj)i(;cricc.; of 'I' 11. 
'l'HlJo:U Province, r crl'~, RVN, On 30 July 196'( 'i';'[;]: CroHp "79.4'was:ditectccl to 
cv;1Cluct aI, [\mrh,."ldous withdra':IAJ of mil' 1/3 an(l }JY'OC()(' to th" \':i d lli G,: 
of tho eVA YUh', 1 0'}':6, ltYH in res)lonse to a thrc:lt in t}LC _,i,'/;. O;"cr-
ntion JlEI\CON GUID};; terminated 31000lB July 1967. On 5J Jul,Y ]9:';'( 'l",,;]: 

Group 7~).4 departed from the holding aro[\ vicinity CU;, VIl:i,,', 1 Gi':;', ~\vi, 

and proceeded to and arrived fit lJA NANG for a period of upkeop nnd rGlnb~ e 
ilitation, 
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3-3 (Designate) 

Asslt i:i-3 

CommO 

Assit CommO 

40 A VERAGE MONTHLY S'l'RENGTH 
~__ ._0 

Hq TG 79,,4 

B1'1' 1/3 

HMM' 362 

~ 

Off Enl 

12 

62 

47 

29 

1484 
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Ca pt 'vI 0 N 0 FOWLER 
1~'31 July 1967 

2ndLt SoB 0 llURHAf.l 
1-31 July 1967 

LtCol W. W. TAYLOR, Jr. 
1~28 July 1967 

LtCol H. PR~TON 
29~31 July 1967 

LtCol H. PRESTON 
19~28 July 1967 

LtCol W. Wo TAYLOR~ Jr. 
29~31 July 1967 

Major R. W. EDWARDS 
1=31 July 1967 

}~jor R. M. BROWNE 
10031 July 1967 

Capt F, D, KELLY 
1~31 July 1967 

1stLt L, M. ZWICK 
12 0 .31 July 1967 

USN Other 

Off Enl, Q£f. 

0 0 0 

8 89 0 

3 0 

~ 

0 

0 

0 
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SECRET-NOFORN 

PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

During the period 1-2 July 1967, Task Group 79.4, commenced plannins 
for Operation BEAR CLAW. On 2 JulY 1967 the Task Group was alerted to 
proceed to the vicinity of the CUA VIET River, I CT~, RVN. Operation 
BEAR CLAW was conducted in conjunction with Operation BUl.i..':""LO from 3-13 
July 1967. Operation BEAR CLAW was conducted in conjunction with Opera­
tion HICKORY II, 14-17 July 1967. On 4 JulY 1967 OPCON of TG 79.4 was 
passed to IIIMAF and then to 3d Mar Div and 9th Marines concurrently. 
CTG 79.4 remained aboard ARG shipping which continued in support of 
operations ashore. OPCON of TG 79.4 less BLT 1/3 was passed from 9th 
Marines to 3d MAT Div on 7 July 1967. On 17 July 1967, TILT '·las back­
loa.ded abcard ARG shipping. On 18 July 1967 Ol?CON of TG 79.4 vms passed 
to CTG 76.4 and Operation BEAR CLAV vTaS terminated. On 18 July 1967, 
Task Group 79.4 commenced planning for Operation m:ACm: CUlm; which HilS 

conducted 21-30 JulY 1967 in the PHU LOC and PliU 'I'D District;) of 'J,'IrtJ" 
THIEN Province, I C'J.1Z, RVN. On 30 July 1967 'rank Group '79.4-:D1iioditeb;ted to 
conduct an amph~.bious withdrawal of BLT 1/3 and proce,~d to the vicinity 
of the CUA vm, I CTZ, RVN in response to a threat in the :Jl,v,. Oper-
ation BEACON GUIDE terminated 310001H July 1967. On 31 July 19(,7 'l':18k 

Group 79.4 departed from the holding area vicinity CUA vn..<r, I C'l'Z, nVl~ 

and proceeded to and arrived at DA NANG for a period of upkeep and rehab~ ~ 
ilitation. " ., 
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SECRET-NOFORN 

1 July 1967 

1-31 July 1967 

1-2 July 1967 

1-3 July 1967 

1:-31 July 1967 

1-7 July 1967 

2 July 1967 

, July 1967 

4 July 1967 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART III 

!:)EQ.UBNTIAL LISTING OF ::iIGNIFlCANT EVENT::; 

C'l'G 79.4 and planning representatives and representa­
tives of 16.4 to 3d Mar Div to commence planning forth­
coming !:)PECOPS. 2ndLt J. G. !:)M~ reported aboard as 
relief for Capt M. L. WILKD~~ON as S-1/Adj~tant. 

Major MOODY, 9th MAB, attached as F~C Liaison Offioer. 

Capt WIEDEN, 9th MA.B, on board as observe~. 

Capt 00"1';;j, 8-3, 2/26,~rttached a::> Liaison Officer!Advi,or. 
2ndLt COF'J.lY, 1st ::Q~;'".attached as ~liaison Officer/Advilor. 

1stLt SOY~RVIL~, 9th ~~B, attached as Liaison Officer. 
. '.ttl:, 

LtJG JENNINGS, 9th MAB, attached as NGF Liaison Officer. 

Received Bl:;AH CLh'w initiating directive. Continued 
planning upcorning~~.P";. 

Refl COp~EVENTE}'LT msg 011444Z Ju167. 

Received msg to proceed immediately to mouth of CUA 
V~~ Riyer to support 9th ~ines vicinity CON THIEN, 
I CTZ, RVN. eTC 79.4 and representatives to 3d Mar 
Div for p~nning. Commenced Operation BEAR CIAw in 
support of Operation BUF'lt~10 with the landing of BLT 
1/3 by helicopter into vicinity of CON ThIEN. 

Ref: III MA.F mag 02'1514Z JU167 
(After Action Report submitted by 9th MBrines) 

Operational control TG 79.l pa8s~d to III hll",. 3Q;c·l'ilDr 
Di v, and 9thcJrarfM,~~'cBmtXrr.ei1tly'. CTG 79, 'l and" rep-
resentativ-e.s to 3d. Mar ·DiY·.f.orplanning. ... ' ... <.,~, 

Ref: CQl\WEV..:£N'l'HF1l2 mag 011444Z JU167 
III NAF msg o~n26Z Ju167 
9th Mar mag 030337Z Ju167 

Colonel AMERINE, Cotil, 9th MAB, LtCol EA;3T.ii:R, G-1, 9th 
MAB, and LtCol BURKE, Operations Officer, 9th MAE, 
aboard to visit CTG 79.4. 

EN(;lO~Ultl!. (1) 

SECIMi -NOFOHN 
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SECRET-NOFORN 

5 July 1967 

1 July 1961 

8 July 1967 

10 July 1967 

12 July 1967 

, ? - ",~ J ll1y J 967 

16 July 1967 

17 July 1967 

18 July 1967 

18-20 July 1967 

18,-21 July 1967 

19 July 1967 

19-31 July 1967 

20-22 July 1967 

2Q-21 July. 1967 

DECLASSIFIED 

G'l'G 79.4 and ropresentntives to 3d Mar Div. 

OPCON of ~G 7904 less BLT 1/3 passed to 3d Mar Divo 

Commenced complete debark of BHl' 1/3. 

Completed debarking of BLT' l/~'d, All .units and equip~ 
ment staged v icinity DONG HA, I C'l't., RVN. 

LtCol 'l'HOHA~ reported aboard as relief for LtCol 
IHCKI'JDlli as CO, BL'l' 1/30 IstLt ZWICK reported as 
relief for Capt KELLY as Communications Officer. 

i,teol l'ltO~,J, c~, ~)t }{ICi~l\·~J.t aboard as observers. 
J stLt m;N'f" ~ho"rc1. in con,oction \Ji th RPc) J'l][.d;tflY3o 

BGen GLICK, c'r}' 79 nnd cr.IIG 79.4 viflited Bvr 1/3 in vic-
j n:i ts co~, 1'1lI.c::U, C~'li' 79 Pl'':Jsontod l\ll'plo Heart. rnena1s to 
i-!ltlB otJ bonrd UiJG Okinawa Rnd discussed various iteme 
,,'ith \)'l'G 79.4. 
C~PG 79.4 and repreSoTltntJvcs to 3d JiLqr Djv. LtCol 
,!'HONA8 assumed command of BUl' 1/30 

]~1Jl' 1/3 reernbnrked a board AHG shipping 0 

C'l'G 79.4 assumed operat.i onal control of mIl' 1/3 less 
'l'ruck Platoon. Ol'CUN of 7904 CHOPl'}!;D to CG III NAIr' 
and passed to C'l'G 7004 concurrentlyo Termination of 
Operation BBAR CLt\W/BUF!i'ALO/lIICKORY 110 

Ref: 3cl Mar Div msg 181353Z JuJ67, 
In l'lAF msg 181420Z Ju167. 
C'l'G 79.4 msg 190010Z JU1670 
COMdEVENl'Hli'L'l' rosg 1810401; Ju167 0 

Capt HALK8, CO~ Co G~ 2/26 on 'board for liaison visit 
in connection wi th forthcominG operation" 

2ndLt. COYl'Y ~ 1st CIT, at.tached as Liaison Officer/Advisor. 

CTG 79.4 and representatives to 3d Nar Div in connection 
"Ii th final planning of SPECOPti 0 LtCo1 Ilo PRESTON reported 
as relief for LtCol TAYLORo 

LtJG JBNlllNGS, 9thMAB, attached as NGF Liaison Officer. 

Colonel Do Bo LOVINDS, Assistant CoS G~ 3~ 9th MA.B, 
aboard in connection with operntion matters 0 

Capt MCHl'l'YRE, Ole Armed Propaeanda Toam abonrd for 
liaison. 

ENCLO;:;URE (1) 
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20-30 July 1967 

21 July 1967 

23 July 1967 

26 July 1967 

26-28 July 1967 

27 July 1967 

28 July 196'( 

29 July ]9(,7 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
visit concerning fcrthcornine operationo 

Lt CHAlm, ARVN, attached as representative of PHU LOC 
District Ch:ief for Operation BBACON GUIDBo 

Operation BJ.<:J,C01~ GUJDE commenced 'I'd th the landine of 
mn' 1/3 by helicopter and landinG craft in PHD LOG 
Di s tri ct ~ 'l'lillA IJ.'HIEN Prav i nce, ,1 C'l'Z, RV.tL C'l'G 79.4 
aS~lUmed operll tiona] control CO :G; 2/26 and passed to 
CO e RL'l' 1/3 concurrently, 

Ref: 3d ~I' Diy rosg 191121~ Ju167, 
C'1'G 7904 msg 2103l6L:; Ju167 , 
IJ.'AB 3 ~ Part IV. 

erG r{904 assumed operatiow'l.l control of lJ.'ruck Platoon. 
(see 18 July 67) 

Ref: 3d Nf Bn rose 2l2351Z JU1670 

2nd1t P • .il. 0 BL;HG.h;H, Assistant ISO, 9th IvlAB, on board in 
connecti on \vi th informational services mat ~ers 0 

Operational contr~l of IJ.'G 7904 pansod to CG 3d Nar Divo 

Hef: III ~lJ\J;' IDsg ?)005t).~ Ju167. 
3d J'lhI' Iliv meg ?:;0535i; Ju1670 

OpeI'aUonal control CoG, 2/26 passed to 3d I'lar Divo 

Cnpt }<.;. Bo BURlli;jON, G~2 Section~ and Capt Dc VL 
DAl>l~:;}lA}J, Gc-3 0oction , 9th MAB~ aboard as observers 0 

C~.'G ~(9 04 and representatives to 3d Nar my for planning 
further operations in connection \vith Operation B&\CON 
GUIll};" 

CI1'G 79.4 and representatives to 3d Har Diy for final 
p]ann:ine: of additional opera tine areas for Opcrntion 
JlBflCON GUDl}!;. 

BH1' 1/3 landed by helicopter in Hru 'PHU District, 
~J.1fruA 'llHIEN Province I J C'l'%, RVN, 

Itef :L'"jl 3, Part IV. 

7 
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29-31 July 1967 

30 July 1967 

30-31 July 1967 

31 July 1967 

31 JUly 1967 

'. 

• 
DECLASSIFIED 

1 , 

Colonel Eo llUELlliR, Assistant Cof8 G-4t 9th l>Ji\B, 
aboard in connection with operational matters. 

Received mGssage t.o conduct an immediate amphibious 
withdrcnlal of Ell!' 1/3 and proceed to vicinity CUA VI8T 
Hiver" I C~l':C;, HVI~ 0 Amphibious withdrawal of Bl1l' 1/3 
cOI:1}Jh? ted and AUG shippinc, underway. 

Nr, Hobert :";'l'ACK aboard for !land<:;hakine tour, 

Operation lllli\.CON GUIDE terminated 31000lI! JuJy67. 

Hef: COl1:.>]:;V.t:Wl1j }i'JN rose. 312154;1, JuJ 67, 

ARG flhippinr, departed vicinity CUA VIi~~' H.iver enroute 
DA NANG for period of upkeep and rehabiLitation, 

Hef: CG III I'IIlP mse, 260824:1, JU1670 

ENC1O..:>URE (1) 
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PART IV 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS JULY 1967 

• 
/ BlT 1/3 Command Chronology, July 1967 (Tab A) 
! . 

~,l (10-- \. ( 

,Y"d"'! HMH-362 
," ~ \, 

Command Chronology, 28 Jun - 31 Jul 1967 (Tab B) 

:::LF !,lfa After Action Report, BEACON GUIDE, 21.31 Jul 1967 

DECLASSIFIED 

(Tab C) 
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From: 
To: 

Subj: 

Encl: 

DECLASSIFIED 

lIDd). G t1U.'J! J:'~Ifu 
Task Group 79.11-

Fleet Marine .l!'orce 9 SEVEN~H Fleet 
FPO San Francisco, 96601 

3/0AN/jtl 
Sera 00215A=67 
3 August 1967 

ssified 11 ')0Jl ~oval of enclosures (1) through (5) 
Commanding Officer 
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, SEVENTH Fleet 

Combat After Action Reportp Operation BEACON GUIDE 

~
) ~ Commander Task Group 79.4 1 After Action Report 1 BEACON GUIDE, .:u- il )--C 2) .... ~2, After Action Report, BEA.CON GUlDE,,,,-~o V~"7 (3) - BLT 1/3, After Action Report, BEACON GUlDE ,~/ - ao ~ ~ '7 4 ... Operations OverlalY, PHD LOC District 

(5) - Opera ti ons Overlay, PHD 'l'U. DiStrict: '> 

1. L:nclosure (1) contains the Commander Task Group 79 e4 i 8 After Action Report for Operation BEACON GUIDE. 

2. Enclosure (2) through (5) amplify enclosure (1) • 

. 9aL/~: t!~~~~7--
/ 

[ fl~II1UI 
DECLASSIFIED 
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• 
Map Reference: VIl!;'l'NAr,], AMS 0eries 17014, i.:.lheots 6641 Ill, IV, 6541 I, 

II, and IV. 

1. Operation BEACON GUID!'; was a uTlila terial amphibiou.s operation utilizing 
waterborne and he lib orne assault forent]," It wae oonducted in accordance: ',7ith 
IMP-22(A) • 

2. 'fhe operation began in tho l'lW LOC District, 'l'HUA 'l'liIEN l-'rovince located 
in central I C1'Z, lUCl'lJ}31,W U1" VI:~'l'llAH. At 210730H July a heliborne force 
nne1 r lmtr:r"orm~ force TJlade ~;i"llJ i..anc0us assault landillf~s in li/~ ,~UArL am: 
over GREEN BF.:AOH. Uper:tional control of the 1andinc l"oree p:Wt"L~(i to CG 
)<1 hr:1'ine Viviuion on c.:) JnJ~[. On 28 Jul.y he ordered thut a heliborne 
rtGf;rml t 1)0 conductor} into tlJo 1/llU 'l'U lliDtrict, '1' JlUj. 'l'illliN Provinoe. 'l'hie 
Flu:mnlt bean 290701Il July \lith the land in{; of a l)locl'inC force in LZ HAWK. 
JlssD,nlt forcell ho(:an l[\.ndin{~ at OD.l0H in 1:::', SPARROW~ lIn clTIcl'{;cnc,Y W'l[lljb­

ious withdrmlal \las executed on 30 July in Ol'uel' to lie off eVA VIEf in ri>­
sponse to a throat in the JJLZ. 'J'he operation Ha,; tcrmjnnte(( on )1 July nt 
OOOlH. 

Commander 'l.'rwk Group 79.4 

J3m 1/3 

IlIvlf.1 362 

4. Intelligence 

a. Terrain 

(1) General 

Colonel J. A. COHIIAY 

(a) Phase One. ~'he centrnl porticlll of the aroa of operations 
is predominately flat con.stal 1mllands. J.,ountainous terr-ain runs porpen­
dicula:r to the northwent coast and northeaut tip of the area. Nntional 
Houte //1 crosses the entire area in an east-w(~st Rxis approxilYlately five 
kilmlletero south of the northern coast. 

(b) Phnse '1\10. 'l'he area of operations is a portion of the 
centrEll low land.s and d.elta plain, con[;istinc, of lOYT l.vinc, often flooded, 
poorly drained land. 

(2) Relief 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(a) Phase One. The coastal lowlands consist of rolling plains, 
uplands, vrith local relief less than 120 meters'with slopes 6~14 percent. 
Elevations [,lIang the ANNAMITE chain range upward from 144(' meters '1.t BACH lfJA 
to 1528 r1eter8 at HENG CHAN, 'l'he central spine lies on. an n:J::t-lTOut axis 
with numerous spurs radiating toward the coast on the north" 'l'he mountains 
are dissected by numerous perennial and intermittent streams, Slopes are 
generally between 40 and 60 percent and are 'often up to 100 percent, Along 
the northwest coast the slopes B'J:'e grad1.El.l, the highest elevation being 592 
meters. On the northeastern tip, slopes are steep and range upwards to 300 
meters. 

(b) Phase Two. The area is flat. Dikes separate the rice 
paddies and numerous buria.l mounds are found throughout the area 0 

'0 
(3~ Beach Stu~v. Phase One. GRHEN BEACH is centered at 16 18' 

48" N, 107- 5.9' 45" EUTM ZD 200057). The beach is 4.5 mile::; long and is 
, conoave.. Four miles of the beach are usable. The width of the beach is 
37-183 meters at low wa.ter and 18~91 meters at high water. The gradients 
are: 1 on 30 to 1 on 150 from low to high water, 1 on 15 at the high water 
zone. The approaches aTe clear. The mean tidal range is 2.6 feet, Com= 
position of the beach is loose sand. Behind the beach is a river running 
parallel to the beach at its eastern half. Villages lie on both sides of 
the river. 

b. Enem.y Situation 

(1) Composition 

(a) Phase One. Enemy ground units in the objective area were 
identified as the C-118 Local Force Company, one Qrtidentified (U/I) Engineer 
Company and one U/l Main Force Comp:Lny. 

(b) Phase Twoo Enemy units in the objective area were inden= 
tifled as: C~177 Local Force Company and the 2d and 3d Companies of the 
804th Eair. Ll'orce Battaliono 

c. Orde~ of Battle 

(1 ) Phase One 

Unit 

C-118 LIe' Co. 
U/I Enp_' Co, 
U/I r,F ·:~o. 

(2) Phase 'l'wQ 

"'\ .... ' .. 
2 

Location 

ZD 142980 
ZD 081990 
PHD LOC Dist 0 

DECLASSIFIED 

Strength 

60 
100 
100 
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Unit 

C-117 LF Co. 
2d Co. 80,lth N}' Ln. 
3d Co. 804 th J;U" Dn a 

YD 965175 
YD 967130 
YD 967123 

• 
~trength 

60 
Unk 
Unk 

d. The above units were oquipped with the following weapons: 60mm 
mortar, 81-82mm mortarg machine guns, automatic rifles, B-40'and B-90 
anti-tank rooket launohers, reooilless rifles, and K-50 submachine guns. 

e. Enemy Contaot 

(1) Phase Oneo On DDday the waterborne forces made an unopposed 
landing at GREEN BEACH. The heliborne forces landed at LZ ~UAIL with no 
oppositiono No enemy contact was made throughout the day. On D+1 a recon 
pa. trol engaged 15~20 VC I s but withdrew and called arty and morta.r fire 0 

From D+2 to D+1 no significant enemy contact was made. Numerous wea.pon 
positions, fighting holes, billeting areas, and caves were discovered and 
destroyed 0 A small amount of equipment and explosives were foundo 

(2) Phase Two. On D+8 the heliborne forces landed in LZ SPARROW 
with no opposition. Numerous punji traps were encountered and destroyed. 
A small amount of sniper fire was received. Or D+9~ a sweep of the area 
uncovered spider traps. One 1~62mm carbine M1944 and several documents 
were found. 

(3) There was no enemy (Jpposi ti n r1<"i"ng the amphibious wi thdrawalb 
from the beach or the HLZR S • 

(4) During BEACON GUIDE there were no enemy KIA (confirmed), 3 KIA 
(probables), and 23 detainees, four of which were later confirmed as VC. 

f. There was negative enemy anti-air opposition during both phases. 

g. Weathere Partly cloudy weather and occasional showers occurred 
periodically in the area. The mean temperature was 84 degrees. Visibility 
was excellent except during periods of precipitation, \Vlnds were prevalent 
from the southeast and averaged around 10 ktse 

5. Mission 

a. As directed by COM::)FV'.illNTHFL'r 180638Z Ju161 (Initiatine")irective), 
the mission aSSigned to the CATF, of which TG 79.4 was the landint force,.' 
was "When directed, conduct a search and destroy amphibious operntion against 
VC/NVA forces in amphibious objective area in THUA THIEN Province of I CTZ or 
other operations as agreed upon with CG III MAP or his designated represen­
ta.tive." 
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bo As directed by CG 3d l.Jar Div Frae OLder 44~67 ~ "Vc.ld elements of 13LT e 
1/3 in selected }kj at L-hour on D-day. Conduct search and destroy operations 
in assigned AOo" 

60 Concept of Operations 

a o Operation BEACON GUIDE as directed by COMSEVENTHFl,T was a unilateral 
amphibious operation conducted by ~.'G 76c4/79.4" 'l'he operation was planned 
for an 8-10 day search and c1eFltro,Y pGriod oommenoing with wa-terborne and 
heliborne assault laneJineG, IrtithGly y the :i.nherent mobility of TG 7984 
was to be used to the maximum extent po~;s.i ble to ensure a rapid build up of 
combat power ashore~ thereby gaining surprise and fire superiority by shock 
action. Subsequentlyp aggressive search and destroy operations were to be 
conducted within the AOA 0 Emp}r:,yment of supporting arms was an essential 
part of this concept. Fire support was to be provj(lr:d by the artillery 
organic to the BLT and the naval gunfire ships U;:k> 1 !I, C ".'1;11 (lJD~681) and 
USS WALKER (DD-517). eTG 76.4 chopped Ol'CON of 'l'G 'lSI ,'1 to CG III MAF who 
in turn, passed Ol'CON to CG 3d YJar Div for further er,ploym0nt in conjunction 
with operations as required, '1'he concept of oPJra i,j on: inolt1dedthe following: 
L-hour and H,"hour' were schec1nlorl cn)1ClJ.1'umtlYl bf:neli ·'.cd l'~n(ljn.,,; 7"",,-~; "o)"e 
not to be prepared by fire, a 1 ' hough the hlllsito the \'If:Ht of the bead 
rcc:cl vod prep<'3.ra ti on fires; 

b o Continuation of BEACON GUIDB as directed by CG 3d Yal' Div was a 
heliborne assault conducted by 'PG 79.4 into PHU TU District 0' The operatiO!i ~I 
was planned for a 36 hour search and destroy operat.iono Initially the inherent 
mobility of heliborne assault lmi.ts waS to be ut:il:lzed t.o t he maximum extent 
possible to ensure a rapid buiJd-up of combat power in the LZ and to gain 
surprise and fire superiority by shock actiono Subsequently aggressive search 
And destroy operationG were to be conducted within the TAORo Fire support 
was to be prOVided by the artillery organlC' to the BL'I' and a naval gunfire 
support ship. 

7 e lli£.utioD 

a 0 Operation BI<;AOON GUIDE as direcd·ed by COMSEVl!;N'I'H.lt'LT was executed in 
accordance with CTC 76"4 Op Order 310~67 and CTG 79.4 Op Plan 120A o 67 
supplemented by CTG 7904 frag orders for operations in the amphibious objeccr 
tive area o 

0630H. 
D~day, 

(1) D-day was established as 21 July 67 ",ith L-hour and H~·hour at 
Due to nonQ,a>rrlval of UH~ 1L allcmcntation until after first light on 
1/H~hour was delayed until 0730j;, 

(2) TC 79.4 landed its waterborne and heliborne assault forces at 
2107)OH July 67 and by 211500H July 67 the BLT was well established ashore 
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and conducting oporationfi FHl r('('niY'(~(!. ,;.;" :!:'::;l~~I(";d responsibility for 
control and coordination of supporting arms effective 211500H Jul67. 

b. Operation 13l!~ACON GULJ.r., as directed by CG 3d }Jar Div }'ragO 44-67 
and supplemented by C'i'G 79.tJ It'rag() ;110 for Operation BaCON GUIDE was 
conducten in the newly assiGned 'l'AOR (see enclosure (5». 

(1) ~'h0 hl()(!}:j nfY. fm'~1' ',rnn inserted by helicopter at 0701H ann 
tho 1 ift \-,ae completed at 29072511 ,July 1967. 

(2) 'J'n ;'Jd.' bO;',lIn L',ndi.Jlf. its hcliborne assault forces at 290810H 
,July 1967 and immediately cOflH'lenced operationso 

8e Results. Bnclosures (2) and (3). 

9. Commanders Analysiso This analysis is limited to matters at TG 79.4 
level. BLT and Squadron Commanders' analyses are contained in their 
respective reports, enclosures (2) and (3)0 

a. Planning 0 Planning for Operation BBACON GUIDE commenced on 29 June 
\-,hiJp BLT 1/3 was reembarking aboard ships of 'l'G 76.tJ fol)oHinn the Task 
Group's upkeep period at ::;UBIC BAY. TG 76,4 ant, 79~4 representatives 
pToc0eded by previous arrangement to 3d Var Div ep for rC(;(!.i p l of,ilu t:tr'f,ct 
'lrca. A complete briefing concerning objectives of the lHU LLJC OiJor" tion 
nnel intelligence concerning the area was received. 'l'G 76.4/79.4 reprcsen­
~atives were to return on the morning of 30 June to present plans for the 
cnnduct of the operati.on~ scheduled to commence a.bout 2 July. The force 
',·'as diverted unexpectedly on the lJight of 29 June and proceeded north to 
cJnuuct Operation BBAH CLAW/BUFr~101 lastinr, until 14 July and delaying 
the PHU LOe operationo TG 76.4/79.4 planners returned to the 3d Mar Div 
OJJ on 17 July and presented the plan for opero.tion<l in 1.'}jU ],UC lli8tdct, 
The plan was approved with mi.nor rnodjJ·jci,.tj.,,:c~~, and with a[,rc(,n1ont byCG 3<1 Mar 
Div to provide an additional .d f): company ,c) 1;;/1' 1/5 i;1 ~;UiJP~n'L 01' LI;(. 

operation, Additional li::d.con vinitB to :.ic; l',al' ihv G~J on W, 19, <.ind 20 
July paved the way for n ?1 ,illl,'.' j!-(l:·W for' Operation B.:J\CUI. GUIlJB. No 
significant problems were enccnmtered in planning. 

b. lnte!!~. Prior to Operation BBACON GUIDE, arrangements were 
made with III MAl<' and CG 3d Mar ])jy for area studies and intelligence 
summaries. Augmentation personnel in the form of 1'1"£, AprI', interpreters, 
and PF's, were requested along with reward ftmds and pamphleto. 

(1) 1!!. 1'1'1' pel'sonnel were not available, however, two CIT 
subteams from the 1st CW of the PHU LaC District were furnished. These 
personnel proved to be v8r,Y helpful to the tactical situation as well as 
an immediate intelliGence source G 
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(2) !!!o }t'our Armed Propaganda 'l'eams were assiGnedj eaoh COnE,:18ted 
of four VN and one Marine 0 One team wa<:: ass ic,ned to E,ach company ;) Jl(l jll'( )'.'cr! 
to be extremely valuable in pointinc, 011L VC/NVA suspects. 

(3) Inter.l2!'etgr&. ~'vo intoT:n'otr ""I'C) f1JrninllOd" They assisted 
a. en' subtcam lrh() had n.n :intn1'l1W'tny' Hho becRme iJl. III hr.' othor vm,Homployed.vrJ 
the battalion 0~2. 'J'he minjr,llul1 requirement j,J to have one jnt,erpretor wj th 
each company plus one ',rith the battalion .i~2. 

(4) 1']1" S. JI total of 20 p,lt'i S from the S-2 section of the PUU LOC 
District were employed. 'l'hoDe were useful mainly for their knowledge of the 
area. 0 

(5) Bew~.J~.1!u£. A total of $10 9 000 VN wn:; procured and distributed 
to each company. Only $400 VN was used. It ',",Ci; r;:iv()n to a VN boy by A/1/12 
for pointing out a surprise firine device. fiost people in the area appeared 
to be afraid of reprisals at a later date and ...,ould not divulge information 
or accept money. 

(6) The above inteJUeence sources were exploited and utilized to a 
maxim\.Ull and were fOlmd to be VC1'y useful :in this type of op8ration where the 
units often fo'nd themselves \.,), J:.inr, among tho i.ndigenous porsonneL 

c • .£~nd_Re1~:ti2nshiJ2l:' u[loration l3SJ,CON Gum}.; WI:. 8. un:ilateral 
amphibious operation with command relationships in accordo.ncc with NIIl'.22(A) 0 

Responsibility for control and coordi~ation of supporting anna was assumed 
by CLl<' effecMve 211500Ho OPCON of '1'0 7904 was passed to an "jn country" 
commander during the operationo At 230801H July 6'{, C'l'G 76*4 passed OPCON 
of TO 79.4 to CG III MAF (CTC 7604 mGG 221316Z Ju167). CG III MAlt' simulta,n~ 
eously passed O1'CON to CG 3d Mar Div t co III MAF msg 230654Z Ju167). 11 t 
301200H July 67 j CG 3d }'Jr'lr }Iiv passod Ol'CON to CG HI 1,;AF (CG 3d Mar Djy 
msg 300355Z JU1,67), At 301200H July 67> CG III NAli' passed Ol'CON to C1'G 7604 
(CG III MAF ms~ 300910Z Ju167) Operation m.,!ACON GUDm "Tas terminated at 
310001H Ju167 (C'l'G 7664 msg 300752Z ~Tu161). 

d , !;.l.U)'pQr~j.!l£,I}:!!J§' 

( 1) Naval gunfire uupport for BEACON GUIDE \'las provided by the 
following ships: 

D~day U::)S HOHM1~LI, (DD~ 681 ) 
U~)~j ',;, .. LJ:i;r( (DD~ 517) 

D+1 (until completion) uss HOP.l<.]wELI. (DD~,681) 

W-day (until 1200) Uc)S HUllBAHD (lJlJ~7 40) 
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W-day (1200 to completion) Direct support 

Naval gunfire preparation fires we~ delivered on the high ground to the 

west overlooking GREEN BEACH. It was scheduled from L!H-hour-40 minutes 

to t/H-hour-10 minutes. The initial salvo was observed by the TAO Who 

adjusted it on to the target from its radial miss distance of 500 meters. 

Once adjusted on target it was intended to utilize corrections obtained to 

apply to other targets. As subsequent targets were fired, it was found 

necessa:ry to adjust the ini tis1 volleys to assure tha::t rounds; were on 

target and not endangering the civilian populacee This procedure dimin~ 

ished the speed with which fires could be delivered resulting in a degrada­

tion in shock action. 

Recommendation: That where NGF preparation fires are required and where 

care must be taken to assure that rounds do not impact in built up areas 

which are in proximity to the a1t'ea to be prepped, additional time must be 

alloted in order to deliver a large volume of fires. Accordingly this in­

crease in time must be weighed against the volume of fire required to deter­

mine if premature disclosure of landing plans will affect the overall scheme 

of manuever. 

(2) Close 'a'ir support was provided by 1st MAW 6 It was both timely 

and effective. Comments relative to the use of CAS for the construotion of 

landing zones in the high ground are contained in the logistics port1on of 

thiS report (para 9.e 0) " The VMO-6 detachment of armed arui unarmed UH-1E's 

performed their missions of helo escort~ suppressive fires, TAC(A) and ~O 

platform in an outstanding manner. 

(3) Artillery support was provided by the 105mm howitzer ba~tery 

and the 4.2 inch mortar battery orGanic to the BLT. This was the fire,t 

operation with 4.2 inch mortar battery organic to the B1To This was, the 

first operation with 482 inch mortars since W/2/12 replaced the 101mm 

howtar with the 402" mortare No significant problems were noted in the 

ohange over of weapons. 

(4) Coordination and control of supporting arms was passed to 

Commander Landing Force the afternoon of D-dayo The facilities of SACC 

were utilized by CItE' in coordination and control of fires" Just prior to 

the amphibious withdrawal~ coordination and control was reasaumed by . 

Commander Amphibious Task Forcee CommuniCSttions were maintained with 

3"d Mar Div FSCC at PHU BAl. A representative of the PRO' LOG District Chief 

was located aboard the USS OKINAWA.. in SA.CC/FSCC.. The services rendered by 

this representative in clearing fires was invaluable" His perfor.manoe was 

characterized by helpfulness and professionalism. 

eo Logistics -
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(1) Prior to the cC!lrllncneement, (,f 01)erat.ion l:h:;AC0l1 rUmJi:~ lia:i8on • 
,;,w r>otnbljshed with the 3d 1'1a:r Div to cc,ordinate logistic support frur· "in· 
country" nourons ;'orc0 J,oGj:;tjc ~iupport Group ALJ!1l., located :in PHU lillI, 
was designated as the prirnmy )',>c:lJpplj' pn.ini. for 'PC "(9.4 during the operaUon 
Classes I, III, IV, V and liTril ted Class 11 (cO!lEl'Lu:lablen on1y) were a.vailable 
on requesto Additional lOf,istic support was provided from supplies and equip~, 
ment embarked aboard ARG shippingo 

(2) Commend ng on Dt 2 daily d:is tri bution of resupply from FLSG "A" 
was bj tru(,k (1ircct to the BLT LSA, where distribution to units wa.s made by 
helicopter and/or LVT as fellS) bh1 ' Pri or to the est.ablishment of a.n lSA 
which was aooessible by trld convoy, ,'(~supply was made direct from supplies 
embarked aboard ARG shipping by hel:;(.(j).ltt)r and LV~l 0 

(3) In order to prov:ide for nCC0[3SE1ry coordination,l"'(:f>:h~ rpsupply 
requests, and to draw suppJ ies ~ a lialson toam vTaS establiohcci l, l; ;J:ljl:,];/ 
Company, FLSG "A" on D minus onec The 'l'ruck J:'latoon~ "'Inch :remained 1tt :,JONG 
HA upon termination of the Bl,T's previous operation~ HICKORY lI f traveled to 
PHU HAl to transport suppHes from FLSG IIAn to the ELT l,sA when established" 
So as to ensure complet.e cooldinat.lon of the logjstic support ~ffort, co!n~ 

munication was provided bet.ween the BUr t;, 4 ~ PLSG HAl! ) ia:ison representative ~ 
and TAC~10G groups abc,fJ:rd e.ll shi.ps of t.h0 },"(G, Land line cornmunication was 
available between the 'l'J.:"uck l'Jatoon and UJ(' j"].;(; "All :liaison repre.sentat:iveo 
In order to provide for prhwity resupply at oth8~ thaTl the daily schedu1ed 
time~ a staging area at the J:'HU BAr airstrip was ugf'd t.o permit. helioopter 
delivery to the BL'l' LSA when l'equiredc. On Dt'8~ ';"" AOA shift,ed t·o an area 
which did not lend :itself to resupply by t.rIK'.k, B;{ coordinatton "THh the 
MAG 16 (FWD) Area Coordinat.or the iliA \'mr: moved t (1 the PHU llAl airstrip and 
all resupply was delivered diraet from thu.: j, to B1T unit-a by helicopter" 

(4) Difficulty was encountorcd j n n;supplying three companjes during 
the period they were opera.ting in moL-.' '.iltOll;\ i.r'J'raine Hfl1.i(:opt.er landing 
zones were prepared by cOllC,entrated al'}.IJ] Nltion of aerial delivered ol'dnance 
on the desif,nated LZ~8~ This was followed by attempts to fm'ther improve 
the area by troops w.ith axes and demolit.ions" ~lhe result:ing u,~s were 
extremely confined" ~l.'his~ couph·d with the::ir high altitude> made deLivery 
of supplies by orr,anic UJ[,3tj hcl.icopt.ers extrem131y hazardous 0 All psyloads 
were required to 1)( rk.1 ',v(,y,'d c·xLcrnalJy and were restricted to on1y several 
hundred pounds ~ }ICGdl)(I (If UI'II' grNl.ter lift oapability CH c 46 helioopters 
were requested dai1y from )cl hal' j)iv for resupply to thone fliu'ticu1m 1,(;1 8 
and 9 when provided~ were able to accomplish the de] jvcJ':r \'l1ih ) Htlo diffi~ 
cult yo However-s CH'~4G hclioopters w€>ye 110t read:), flval]~)l/i(:ndl with the 
exception of one day tl a. 11 resupply was 80compl ishec.l wi t.h tho liH.)~ IS, Hc'l.d 
TG 79.4 been euemented with at least OIlE' CHx 46 for the entiro oporat.'ion p 

resupply could have been Bc.(;ompJ;nhr:cl 1.~iUI ereater easeo It. is rec)onmlended 
that TG 79,,4 be auemented with E!nd HHiI J Ht heliooptors for resupply purposes 
for all future opel'8.t.i on'" 
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(5) Water, in 5 gallon cans, was provided from the LPH and LPD by 

helicopter and. LVT ~ as required, when local water waa not available. 

(6) TG 7ge4 casualties were evacuated to the LPH, which vas desig­

n~tC'0 83 the cllC,UFl.}ty evacuation control shi., (CEeS) •. Only minor caSualties 

were experienced durin8 the operation. 

(7) "ftnr interrogation at the B1'r level by an augmented GIrl', all 

VC suspects and detainees were evacuated to ~RU BAr where they were turned 

over to the 3d ~~r Div PMO for further disposition. 

f. Casualty Reporting. Casualty reporting was conduoted in accordance 

wi th current directives. The CRCe '.<:,.:::1 located aboard the USS OKINAWA. which 

was deSignated the CECS 0 A total of 5 "It" sand 30 non-hostile oasual ties 

were evaouated to the CECS. A BLT medical representative was positioned at 

Naval Support A.otivity Hospital j Danang and 3d Med Bn, PHU EA.I to collect 

and pass information on BLT 1/3 casualties to the CRCC.. No proQlems were 

experienced during the operation concerning handling of oaeualti,so 

g.. Civio Action" Unlike previous operations 9 BEACON GUIDE was con­

duoted in an area where CAC units were established and some pacification 

was presente Due to the low casualty rate, it was possible to conduct 

extensive civic action programs in the form of MEn CAl'. BLT 1/3 bad a 

platoon of the 29th Civio Action assigned for this operation. Through the 

assistance of the ore of the civic action unit~ and the liaison establised 

through his familiarity with the area 9 a very successful program vas con­

ducted. The average MEn CAP team consisted of 2 doctors, 10 corpsmeng 1 

"'d~tist'and a dental technician nlus TG ~9.4 and n;,'j' civic action personnelo 

EIID CAP's were setup in , separate villages returning to each on three 

different days. A total of 593 were treated by the medical personnel while 

the dental team treated 64 persons. One Vietnamese child was evacuated 

from the village of TRUOe LURU to mr~ Hospital for extensive treatmente 

The native people were warm and receptive to the MBD Oid· efforto HAND­

CLASP was limited due to unavailability of material, hm'rcver several boxes 

of candy and soap were left with the village chief of ~llUOC LURU for 

distribution. This MEDCAP was by far the most extensive and successful 

undertaken by TG 79.40 

he 122 0 ISO was limited due to the lack of contact with enemy forces 

and any extraordinary action. The ISO team was idthdrawn on D+2 .. 

ig Communications· 

(a) All shipboard radio equipment functioned with a minimum 

of problems. ,It should be noted that there were. no spare parts awail8'ble 
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for the radio set~ AN/VRC·46, installed aboard the USS OKINAWA e These parts 
are on order. There was a pm/er failure of short duration 9 on 30 Julyo No 
auxiliary power sorce was provided and it was necessary to deck motint two 
radio sets, AN/PRG~25, fo:, IlbotlY, blcrrby m:inuteo, 

(b) BLT 1/3 was provided the following support by TG 79.4: 

1 Three lone antenn~,t ',.' j th ba.ses for AN/PRC",25 

l Eight handsets, H-13B for AN/~RC~25 

1 One antennae~ RC~292 

NOTE. Items 1 and 2 were provided to assist BLT 1/3 in increasing the number 
of AN/nW-25' e available for their use 0 The radios are dead lined for lack of 
these parts. Item 3 was loaned to shore party as one of his RC-292 was inop­
erative. 

(c) Adequate augmentation was provided by 9th MAB. Four r~dio 
operators, two AN/PHC';'25! sand thC antennas" RC~292 were provid.od .. \ The men 
and equipment were employed with li:tloon teams, 

(d) It was noted that PM radio communications improved when the 
flagship positioned itself close to the shoreo It is recommended that in 
future operations 9 this be made standard procedure in order to maintain firm 
oommunioations between ships and units ashore. 

(e) Fifteen radio frequencies and fr ~J.ldney deSignators were 
considered compromjSed by the loss of an extract from the Operati.on BEACON 
GUlDE COl by a recan pa hal, 'Pile loss was reported to 3d Mar Div and new 
frequencies were issued. 

(2) Radio Relay 

(a) One radio relA.Y, AN/MRC",62 9 was provided by 3d Mar Div to 
assist communication to :ic: inr lav headquarters 0 

(b) TG 79 .. 4 organic AN/MRC-62 was not brought ashore until 23 
July 67 e 

(c) Ship to shore rad.io n)lA.~' communication was unsatisfactory 0 

Reception was interrupted constantly by shipboard radio equipment even though 
there was a wide separation of frequencies, Close proximity of antennae is 
believed to be the cause of the interference. This problem may continue sJ.ilce 
the antennae oabling between the radios and antennae are "hard wired," and 
cannot be patched to other antennas. It is recommended that during an "in 
port" period antennas be revised in order to provide the flexibility to 
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antennas and that a staNsrbonducted 
to detem:lne optimum antenna. tJositioning, 

10. The fo11oviJl8 comments are included on subordinate oommanders' combat after 
action reportlt 

a. BMM ,62 Atter Action Report: 

(1) Paragraph 2 ,R ,.ot' enclosure (2) 0 It is recognized that oooasionally 
oirCUlJlStanoes exist that resu.lt in less than optimum utilization of helicoptors. 
Thele instanoes, however are usually caused by a one time requirement that is 
not routine in nature or by overriding operational considerations. There are 
t:lmee when due to operatio~l requirements a specific number of helicopters are 
frAsgedto perform a specif:lc mission. Althoush this procedure should not be 
customary, it will be used when necessar.y in the judgement of the Commander. 
In order to restrict less than optimum helicopter utilization, those agencies 
with authority to trag helioopter missions (::iLli' S~3 and TAO-LOG) have been, 
and will continue to be, instructed to state only their lift requirements -
not a specific number of helicopters to perform the lift, ~vith this request 
prooedure and a close working relationship between the I~licopter Direction 
Center (HOC) and the squadron, helicopter utilization should approach the 
optimum. 

(2) Paragraph 2,d of enclosuI.'G (2)" COnC1,Lr \'f:i.l>n the:tatement of the 
problem and in part with the recommendod SO:;"'L~i:m, 'ihe situation that caused 
resup'Jly problems ,.,ras a direct result of the ava.ilable terrain and the enemy 
sitUAtion. 'i'he units rr.;:,lirinp, rOfmpnly WU:f' sji:;uated on a ridgeline which 
waf] covered with dense vegetationo A small~'I; was constructed which would 
accomodate only one helicopter at a time. The approach and take off were 
exceptionally hazardous due to overhanging tree branohes. Attempts were made 
to enlarge the zone. With the restricted LZ size and small payloads (due to 
air density at high altitudes) the resupply was understandably slow. Because 
of the slowness of the move, two more helicopters were sent to assist in the 
resupply mission. The two additional helicopters could not contribute and 
resulted in one instanoe o£poor helicopter utilization discussed in paragraph 
IO.a.(l} above. ::)uoh instances will occur when dedsions are taken based on 
iAadequate information. One Sol11tion to the partic1l1;cl:t resnp)ly problem 
under disoussion would have been usc of Cii-46 helicopter:;. '''che increased 
hovering and load carrying capability of this aircraft would have permitted 
faster resupply. OH-46s were used in other phases of this operation, however, 
they were not available during this particular period. In order to cover all 
eventualities, CH-46s would have to be attached for the duration of the amp­
hibious operation. The availability of CH-46s has not permitted such assignment. 

b. BLT 1/3 Atter Action Report 

(1) Paragraph 11.8 of enolosure (,). This problem area was discussed 
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in paragraph lO.ao(2) above. 

(2) Paragraph ll.b of enclosure (3). This was a oomplex 
tactical "anu(lvcr. Orders from higher head'1,wuters required an early 
landing in a different area. The BLT desired to retain the supporting 
arms overnight. Planning time was minimal, however each or the various 
alternatives were considered in the commanders estimate of the situation, 
Lifting the heliborne assault forces prior to ",ithdrs,,?,al of the armored 
column to the beach was co.nsidered to be the most de6'#~~1>1.~~Q~t'!f'icrt1011' 
The heliborne assault to aocomplish the mission was the more critical of 
the required maneuvers and therefore the SLF's supporting arms were 
aSSigned for this assault.' ~Urthermore, available intelligence indicated 
that the probability of the 1>Tithdrawal force being attacked was remote . 

. Di:t:f'ioUl:&~e.~could have arisen but support was available on short notice 
, i:t needed. . 
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