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1.. DesiBAAtion 

Task Group 79.4 

BlaT 1/} 
1~10 August 1967 
28-31 August 1967 

BMK-362 
1-15 August 1967 
28-31 August 1967 

None. 

2. Location 

1-31 August 1967 

}. Staff Officers 

Commanding Offioer 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 

ORGANIZAT IONAL DATA 

Commander 

Colonel J. A. CONWAY 
1-31 August 1967 

Subordinate Units 

LtCol A. I. THOMAS 
1-31 August 1967 

LtCol N. J. ~ 
t-31 August 1967 

Attached Units 

USS OKINAlJA. (LPH-~) 
usa DULUTH (LPD-6) 
USS HERMITAGE (LSD-34) 
USS '.HOGA COUNTY (LST-11581 

Colonel J. A_. CONWAY 
1-31 August 1967 . 

".cutive Officer/Air Officer LtCol R. C. MARSH 
1-14 Auguat 1967 

Exeoutive Officer 

S-1/Adjutant 

S-2 

I III HI U Din 

LtCol H. PRESTON 
15-31 August 1967 

2ndLt J. C. SMITH 
1-31 August 1967 

Captain W .• N. FOWLER 
1-31 August 1967 

2 
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, ___ '~~ss:i:~' 0'.',~ i;i-2/4erial (J)bserver 

S-3 

Assistant S-3 

Air Officer 

Fire Support Ooordinator 

Communications Officer 

Assistant Communications Officer 

4. iven,e Monthll Strength 

USMC 

DECLASSIFIED 
I II I I ., _II. •• ~._ 

2ndLt S. E. DURHAM 
1-31 August 1967 

LtCol H. PRESTON 
1-,t August 1961 

LtCoi W. w. TAYLOR, Jr. 

1-5 AUBUSt 1967 

Maj or G. F. WARBEN 
6-,1 August 1967 

LtOol R. O. MARSH 
15-31 August 1967 

Major R. W. EDWARDS 
1-n Auguat 1967 

Major R. F. MOODY 
14-31 August 1967 

Major R. M. BROlrIlfE 
1-31. AUSUSt 1967 

Captain F. D. KELLY 
1-14 August 1967 

1etLt L. M. ZWIOK 
15-31. August 1967 

1stLt _~_ M. ZWICK 
1-14 A~UDt 1967 

USN 
Off hi orf Eni 

Bq, fG 79-4 
:BLT 1/3 
IHol 362 

-r~ 

11 
61 
48 

26 
1482 
194 

I f I 1IIIIIImII 

o 
8 
1 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUNMAHY 

Dur~ng the period 1-6 August 1961, Task Group 19.4 commenced and 
completed planning for Operation BEACON GN[,E. On 7 August 1961 Operation 
BEACON GATE commenced with the landing of BLT 1/} units by landing craft 
and helicopter. Operation BEACON GATE was conducted 7-10 August 1967 
in northeastern ~UANG NAl1 Province, I c'rz, RVN. On 10 August 1961 Ol'CON 
of 19.4 was CHOPPED to CG III NAF and CG 1st Mar Div concurrently. OPCON 
of BL~ 1/3 was further passed to Task Force XRay. Task Group 79.4 remained 
on ARG shipping which continued in support of Operation COCHIBE ashore •. On 
15 AUr,llllt 1967 TG 79.4 "ras CHOPPED to CG III f.1Al<' and then to COI1JEVENIJ.1Hl!'1f!I'i 
mimm .L,r 1/3 and HMM-362. JILT 1/3 was CHOPPED to 1st JrJar Div a.nd HMN-362 
vTaS CHOPl'EJ) to 1st MAW. On 15 ilugust 1967 lJ}1-;-3h2 waG debarked at KY HA, I 
CTZ, ltVN and at 1600011I j,ue,ust 1967 ARG shippinc rlcpn,rtcd enroute to SUBIC 
BAY, R. P. for a period of upkeep. While at .:JUBIC, C'lIG 79.4 was requested 
to send planning representatives to 3rd Mar Div to begin planning future 
operations. From 19-21 August 1967 ~rG 79.4 and representatives were 
enroute to RVN, attending planning conferences, and returning to 0UBIC BAY, 
H. P. During the period 22-29 August 1967 mIG 79.4 and staff continued 
planning for special operations. On 27 August 1967 ARG shipping departed 
SUBIC BAY, It. P. enroute to CHU LA I, I CTZ, RVN. On 29 August 1961 BHl' 1 /~ 
and HMM-362 were reembarked aboard ARG shipping. From 29-31 August 1967 
CTG 79.4 and staff continued to attend planning conferences and make final 
preparations for Operation BEACON POIN1'. 

4 
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1 A12& 1967 

2 iue 1967 

2-' AUB 1967 

, A118 1967 

'-5 AU8 1967 

4 A12& 1967 

4 Aug 1967 

5 Aue 1967 

6 ius 1967 

6 Aue 1967 

6-7 Aus 1967 

6-12. Aug 1967 

DECLASSIFIED 

J»J;B.T III 

SEWFIAL J,lSTIN'G OF SIGlfIFlCANT EVDm .. 

CTG 79.4 and planning staff and representatives of TG 76.4 
to 1st Mar DiT to oommenoe planniIlB forthooming SPIGOPs,. 

CTG 79, .. 4 ·a.n.~ staff to 1st Mar Div for plapning SPECOPS. 
". ~ ~\ ~ ", 

LtCol L. A. GUBB, OOlDlDWlicat1ons-Electronica Officer 9th 
HU, aboard in ocnneotion with oommuniCations matters. 

alG 79.4 and statf to III MU' and 1st Mar Div for p1annitlS 
upoamins SPECOPS. 

capt MAYBERRY, 9th MAB aboard in conneotion with intellig­
ence matters. 

GrG 79.4 staff to 1 at Mar DiT for planning SPEOOPS. 

Received initiatins directive fcr Operation EIlCON GATE. 

Reft QO}101'VEN'rHFLT 040714Z- A11861. 

OTG 79.4 and staff to 1st Mar Div for detailed p~nnins 
of upcoming SPECOR). 

CTG 79.4 and staff to 1 at lifar DiT for final planning of 
SPEOOPS. 

Major G. F. WARBEN joined the staff, assigned as Assis­
tant 5-3. 

Lt AlIDERSON, U. S. Army (Ai'l) a board with Armed Propaganda 
Team parsoMel. 

Capt MARTINSOI, U. s. ArIlf3' Liaison Offioer for 2nd ARB 
DiT aboard as·Liliison Officer. Lt KNABB, U. S. Anny 
Liailon Officer fo~ Special Sector ~UANG NAM Province 
iocated in HOI AN.aboard1'i'for"Operation BEACON GA~E • 

• ! 

LCdr J. R. LOMAX, 9th MAB, attaohed as liGF Liaison Orfioer. 

Opemtion BEl.COli . ta.TE oommenoed with the landing of BLT 
173 units by landing orsft and helioopters into north­
eastern QUANG HAM Provinoe, I CTZ, RVN. 

Refl PART IV T.AB D 
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10 Aug 1961' 

12 Aug 1967 

13 Aug 1961 

15 Aug 1967 

15 Aug 1967 

16 Aug 1967 

11-27 Aug 1961 

19 Aug 1967· 

20 Aug 1961 

21 Aug 1961 

DECLASSIFIED 

opeON of r.\IG 79.4 passed to CG III MAF and on to CG 1st 
Mar Div concurrently. OPCON of BLT 1/3 was passed to 
Task Force XRay. 

Hef: COff,;:jEVh'N'rH.tt'LT 04071~Z Au[',~7 
CG III I-lAP 091~tj.2", Aug67 
CG 10t Ha.r Div 100)))Z Aug67 

eTG 79.4 and CTG 76.4 to 1st V~r Div for luncheon and 
liaison visit with CG 1st JvI.ar Div. 

BGen GLICK, CG 9th NAB, LtCol <;NI'l'H, G-3 9th MAB, 
LtCol RlllEHAHT, Air Officer 9th NAB, and 1stLt KOCIILBR, 
9th MAB, aboard for visit with C'l'G 79.4. 

opeON of 'L'G 79.4 passed to CG III ~lAF and then to 
C0M01'VEN'DIF1T less Bill 1/3 and Hr1M-362. 

lkf: CG 1st .Nar Div 131515Z Aug67 
cG III MA~1 140708Z Aug61 
eTC 79.4 142254Z Aug67 

IINM-362 debftrked from ARG shipping at ICY HA. 

Operation BBACON GATE terp'inated 160001H August 1967. 
ARG shipping departed I Gj'/" :m, to steam indepen­
dent 1y enroute to SU ,HC; .BAY, H. P. 

Ref: CO~EVENT}liI'1'J' 151340Z Aug67 

ARG shipping at SUBIC BAY, R. P. for upkeep. 

CTG 79.4 and staff with 76.4 representatives to III 
MAF and 3rd Mar Div for planning of forthcoming 
SPEC(lp:j. DOpHl"tod CUBI POINT, R. P. enronte to HID 
BAI, mill lAI, and DA NANG., 

Ref. CG III MAJi' 1108}4Z Aug67 

CTG 19.4 and staff with representatives of 76.4 at )rd 
Mar Div for pla.nning of SPECOPS. Departed POO BAI and 
arrived at III MAF for further planning of SPECOPS. 

~rG 79.4 and staff with representatives of 76.4 departed 
III MAF enroute to CUBI POINT, R. P., via CHU lAI. 
Arrived SUBIC BAY, R. P. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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25 Aug 1967 ,,;cciVe(i initiating(lh,)ctive for Operation BEACON POINT. 

27 Aug 1967 

28 Aug 1961 

29 Aug 1967 

29 Aue 1967 

30 Aug 1961 

31 Aug 1967 

31 Aug 1967 

~1 Aug 1967 

Hd: CONJBVr.:NTID'L'l.' 240328Z Aug67 

Al~G shipping departed :SUBIe 13A Y, R. P. enroute to OHU LA I, 
I CTZ, RVN. 

AIlG shipping enroute to CHU UI, I C1116, RVN. 

BLT 1/3 CHOP!':!!:]) OPCON to CIJ.1G 79.4. C11G 79.4 assumed 
OPOON of HMM-362. 

Ref: CG ~st }~r Div 280115~ Aue67 
CG III J.lAF 281604/, J\up,61 
C'l'G·79.4 301310£. Aug67 

C'l'G 79.4 ann Ataff with representatives of 76.4 to III 
MAF, for phnning ;,)1'1:001'0. 

Ref: CTF 76 280304~ Aug67 

erG 79.4 and staff with representatives of 16.4 to 3rd 
}'JEl,r ])iv and further to 4th Mar for detailed and final 
planninr, of upcoming :JPECOHj. 

C'l'G 'r,;).1) and representatives to 3rd Nar Div for final 
planning of Operation BEACON IJOINT. 

LtCol B. }'. NEYBllli, G-3 9th MAB, aboard to visit CTG 79.4. 

Najor QUi\l~GJ AltYN aboard as representative of PHUNG j)1~N 
District Chief. Lt C1~rvJ, AltYN aboard as artillery 1iHieon 
Officer from 1st ARVN Divison. LtJG ERN0T, U0N aboard a8 
NGF Liaison Officer from IHlitar,Y Advisory Group, HUE. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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PART IV 

CHROIOLOGY OF SUBORJ) ruT}} C<HWmS 

.AIm SUPPORT IRG DOCUMENTS 

~ElEITHJ'LT US 040114Z . .1-11861 
3-CG III HUI DI88 091442z .111867 
.j OG 1ri Mar Div mas 1OO355Z .lll867 
~OG 1st Mar DiT mss l'1515Z A-ll867 
~ OG III M1Pmas 140708Z.!ug67 
L.cTG·1'.4 m8S 142254Z A-us67 
Z-JLOMSEVENTHFLT msS151'40~111867 
!.._CG III )WI mee 1708'4Z: .1us67 
f_~OMSEYENTBFLT mBS 240328Z Aug67 
~~~G 1st Mar DiT mas 280115Z Aug61 
ff CG III SF 1'!SS 281604ZA-us67 
~QTG 19.4 JUS ~01.,}~01I#ug~7 
!...t ... GTF 76 us 2s6304Zi AUsG7 

\ Oommand OhronoloB,Y 1-il 'we 19", e~:n Aue 1967 BI4' 1/' 
.~;. [ (BIll' 1/3 After A.otion Report tor Operation Beacon Gate 

,;; ~f ~ is inoluded as encl (3) to TJ.! D). 

Command ChronoloQ l-i5 *us t,6T, e'-31 Aug 1967 114M 362," 

CTG 79.4 Uter J.;ction Report, _COB GA.!E/COC HI oS,,", 7_/~~,"7 
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OQ~~'7i4Z AOO 67 
l' RCQ~CofASEYENTHFlT 

10 ·~JG~SEVEN SIX PT FOUR em EEVEl4 NINE PT FOUR 

m' EN SIX 
r-(G~EN ZERO PT EIGHT 

~l WN NHE; 
<II~[f&cV . I 
~0lt'J · t 

a; 11Oit.U. IJAF . 

. of' 

aIB:'.SiYeN ZERO' Pi TI',I() PT ONE P,T ONE:;' 
Ctrf:,SEVEN . THRE( ; . I , ~. , 

elNCMC},! . h ~: 

PW~~~~I-~. 
OOlP.EPI\C ' .~ • ,; '~A,; - . 
00 REPAC F\ID< .;" ' .. ,:~, l" " 

IN\!KilXEJ'ORCE ,',.,." ,M,a;" I' ii-
COF·~~'~P'T.~~VEtL 1lT ONE '-j~ .~::" . ·,v, 

CG ;ifitRD MARbIV . , I 
CG F tRST ;.;"'RJ~I V . .' 

' .... 
. !'i. , : 

. . ' 
" . 

, , 

" 

1 . 

~ CG FIRST MAW _ 
.liJH ~.' SEVEN r~ I ~ PT F I YE 

,.A .~ ~VEN THREE ·PTF I VE 
~ SEV£N S I>~ PT FIVE 
TU SEVEN ZERO PT E ICHT PT NINE 
ClG ONE ONE. F'Vf PT ONE 

. '~r n~, 
':':'-.~~j :. 

S E c·lft E T 
eTE Z~~2 .. 1.1 PASS ADVANCE COPY TO "JMUSMACV . 
BEAC N ~~TE [NITIATING DIRECTIVE (U) 
A. ilN OPLAN ~.¢1-61 ,. , 
1. SlruATION., 00 II ~IJ\F HAS REQUESTED THE EI.1PLOY;,lENT OF AI! ARG/SLf' IN 
SUPPOJjT OF OPERATIONS iN THE I erz. COMSEVENTHFLT WILL PROVIDE 'rG 
16,.4/79.4 AND SUCH OntEH FORCES AS ;;lAY BE t!ECESSARY FOR THi S OPEfU;,l! ON~ 
lNITIAilNG Dr:RECTIVE fSfOR ?LANNING PURPOSES" THE OPERATIOfl, WHEN 

~~EgV~ON~: 'l'~E2EDr~~~lf:D c!¥l gg?~~¥~ ~~1~c~~Nt9IESTR()Y 
AMPHIBIOUS Of£RATION/GAINST VCINVA FORCES IN AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTiVE 
AREA IN QUANG TIN PROV!NC£ OF SOUTHER l CYl OR OTHER OPERAYIONS 
AS AGREED UPON WITH CG II t~f OR HIS IESDG~ATED REPRESEIJTATIVEo 
1. CTG ~4 /COMPH§BROfJ FIVE) Ew1BARKEDiN l'98 OKJNft.WA (LPH*'3) 
LESIGNA COr,~\1ANIER A~1PH!BIOUS TABK PXfJ);£ \CATFJ~ 
4. cro 79.4 (COMMANIER Sl,F ALFA) EMBhRK£D IN USS GKiNA~JJ"\ If:SiGUAT::D 
COMMANI£R LAt'DIOO- FORCE (eLF) . 
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. • 

'~ • 
6. OOUUbiJIACV rJllL PROVllE ANTI-INF1LtRATION ILTRATION PATII)L 
5. COMMHJD RELATIONSHJPS IA~I PARA gx(2) AND~ OF REF A. 

CRAFT FOR THIS OPERATION AND VIILL PROjJIE S AND OllER AlRIAL . SUPPORT 
AS AGREED UPOH VI I TH CA TF IMI PARA 18 1) _ OF REF A ,-i . • 

7. AMPHIBIOUS r)B~CTrVE AREA (ADA). AOA V/IU. Be PfrotlJLGAlED 
SEPARA TELY 0 

8. N ICKtJAr~E FOR THIS OPERATION WILL BE BEACON GATE WITH D-DAY OlA 0? 
AU; IEPEI~DING ON TACTICAL SITUATION. HAND L HOUBS TO BE IElERUltED 
BY CATF AND D-DAY CmJFnF..D BY CATF. UPONlETERMINATION OF (x)NJEPT fE 
OPERATIONS AND VJHEN All FORCES PREPA~ CATF REPORT ro- ORIG STAte OF 

~~ N~~ftE~~ ~J~~~~.~~DT ~T~ O~~RAOf~~~~M'f.tMtI ~~T~O~ AND 

~.fp~~;~~15r~ri~S~f~~ip~)~ !I~:r~ ~~~,J!A~8I'hW~+\,D"IG 
OOtAPLETE I NIT I AT I NG D I REeT I VE. SUBM I T FORLW. RE~~T FOR EXECUTION M 
EARLY AS PRACTICAL TO ALL0\1 FOR OOAt.1UNICATIONS ':f. IF ORIGINATOR 
EXECUTE :.1SG NOT RECEIVED AT REOO\lo£NlED TUE FOR EXECUTION. ASSUlE 
APPROVAL AND ACT ACCORDlr~Y, INFORMING ALCON. 
90 SPEC!;\1. INSTRUCTIONS. 

A. WHEU FIR1~LY EtjTABLISHED ASHORE AND ¥Il£N l.tJTUALLY AGREED UPON 
BY CAlF .\tro CG III f.tAF ... PJ:QUIRED ELEtDYS CF SLF a-tOP TO 00 IIIW. 

B. UF'mJ CHOP Cf REQuiRED ELEi£NTS <F a.F TO OPCOH CF 
i r~"-COUNrliY COfA:.'lANIfR , .. ,CA TF REMA, N I N SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS ASH(ftE 
lJNTI L T I ;,E AND DATE IaJTUAl~Y AGREED UPON BY CA TF A Nil 00 III t.IAF a 

. (APPROX ~Y\ TE i6 RPT 16 AUG • • 

CA,f·R~tlj~st'~R~HA~~ 8F ~~~o,R~Jg~~~NCfA~O~ifB\'~~'£" 
D. UPON INITIATION OF REQUEST CITED PARA ~. ARG Jt.FA PR<XEED TO 

sus IC 8/..'! FOR UPKEEP. . 

EVENiu~tR ~Kt6lnMtf: flJF {~~~T' ~~f:lAilT~&1' ~~k~r¥, N ~S~RE 
AREA TO PRECLUJE ASSIGN~E~T OF k.READY HEAVilY COW1T1ED SUPPORT 
FORCES. 
~L¢o PUBLIC ARRAIR: tAVI AN!£X v 10 REF (.) 
11. ACT ION • A.lllEES ACKNO~/LEroE REa; I PT. 
GPv4 
8T 

• 
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00 091442Z AOO 67 
FM 00 III MAF 
TO cm SEVEN SI X PT FOtH 
UFO 00 FIRST 'MARDIV 
cm SEVEN N I HE PT FOUR 
TF XRAY 
BT 
SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

Sl.F OPS 
A. COMSEVEl1T ~714Z n 17 (8) 
B. CTGJ9.4' ~IZ AUG 6~ S NOTAL c. em 6.4 ;; Z AlG 6 C fJ T. 
D. en oI! T ~ I ' 54 8 _ 
1. REf II STAlE$ 0 ff'79.4 ~ rtf UAF f.'t£N III1UAIJ.Y AGREED BV 
CATF(CTG 76.4} AND CG III UAF AND mEN 11£ lANDING FORCE FIRrtl.y 
ESTABliSHED ASHORE. 
2. REF B ADVISED THAT TIiE LANDING FORCE 18 ESTABLUIED ASHORE AND 
REQLESTED THAT CONTROL AND waR» OF aJPPORTlfG ARYS ' ' 
BE PAmED AmmEo 
q. REF:O PASSED OONTROL AND <DaRn CF SUPPCfiTING ARLI8 TO <1F A8II)RE 
1\s OF 0717H. 
~4. REF' D RE~lESTED TG ~.4 BE CJiOPPED TO 1ST UARDIV BY en III UAF 
IfFECTI VE 1:12 H· AOO • 

. '~,_IN VIE\'1 EF¢~I~ A VE REQl.EST 1G rrJ.4 f£ CHOPPED TO CG III 
~w- EFfECTI VE 1~12~H AUG 61. 
GP-4 
BT • 
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00 u.~~Z AUG 67 ,: , 
A.4 00 FIRST :.WID V t:: IN 
TO ero SEVEr~ II NE.. PT FOUR 
ffi~A~ rW~1AFXRAY 
eTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR 
BT 
SECRET 
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SLF OPS 

~: ~JSE~V~~~IF:LL.M~4~~ lG~67 (8) 
c. eTG .4 ~ . 50Z AlG 6 C 
D. 00 F RST r~ I \' ~'~84 67 (S) , 
E. 00 III MAF OOC 1 51 lUG 67 
F. 00 FIRST ~1ARDIV ':l-67:~(OPN (}«)CHISE) 
1. RE~ AI,. B I Ct AND D ROV IE BACKGROUND 1 NFO. REF E QiOPPED 
BLT 1. 3 Tu F RS r.~RDIV. 
2~ F CTG 79 .'~REQUESTS CHOP BL T 1/3 TO TASK FORa7: XRAY 
EFFECTIVE 1ii2 H. AOO 67. 
~R TASK FO XRAY: A~SU~ OPCON BLT 1/3 EFFECTIVE 1j112" AGU 67 
BT 

'\ . 

, . 
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\IV fIIMSS 9I2.CPHC327ZCAPA 815 
PP RUAUBJM 
JE RUNHLA I~'S 2251'.' 
ZNY SSSSS 
RUAUBJfI-T-CrG S£llEI 1I11E PI FOUR 
RUAUBJ"-I-ctG saVEN SIX PT FOUR 
p 131' 15l AUG 61 

.. FN 01 FIRST HARDIV Ell 
TO IE.ICG III "Ap 
BU'~8J"IC1a SEVEI NIN£ 'T FOUR 
INF ZENIm fisk 'ORcE "lRlt "'"' 
BUAUB.I!&JG SEYE. SIX PI YOUR 
Bt 
SECREt 
St.F OPS 
A. III ,..., coe ;JI6.nz AUG 67 

. 

fiR 
" 

1. REF A CHOPPED TS 1!'." TO fIRSt HAROIV. 
"'. FOR 00 III "Aft REQU,ST e"~p lG 19.4 TO III fl.' EFFECTIVE 
.516.etl. 
l. FOR TO 79.4. UIODIR C:KGP to CO III flAY ~F!iECTIVE 1~1I(;0~. 
GP-" 
8T 

. (f)JJ3 ~) 

I 

' •• Ul ;3) S-/5-~ (l..;.~ (0 
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- -................ ' ... -, .... , 

-~v .., ... . 
" RUA .... Rill ........ , JtU'UIAW IIIIHLA RLIIHPl. RWiJV ~l1l\iJQL II: RUA18.IM "1 21C22, .. 
ZI' ISSSI 
, ... ..,41 Alii '7 
,. cr' Md' 'I- ft mil­
" ... UlII./COIiSIVErnHYL 
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-'10 AMPHIBIOUS O~CTIYE AREA (AO&l: 11£ N)A FOR THIS OPERATION IS THE 
LANT AREA ENOOMPASSE BY n£ FOU,OiI til- LAND tMRKS Atm OOORDIM1EI: 
FRO:" YD 549524/~OUMUSn~ARD AL_, 1KJA lHIENm1'MR). PROVItIE 
YD 6~? lNORTH\1ARD 62 YD 8M 10 YD 

. RI>T I VD 65 N8 1l£ AOl II BE A ~ CENlERED ~1~~ ",» Bm! AND TllUNCATED W"lIE 

BOUNJ)\RY 1.0 YD 49244 RPT ~ .~ VB RPT 

r~ORTHrIARD BY LATTlrulE 16~ ~ CONt£C1ED TO LAND'VrJ 
THE SHORELINE. AIRSPACE." : ,',. ABOVE 'n£ LANll AND SEA MlA FROM 
MSI. COORDI NA TED IN MPROCi£S TO lIE INlL AIRPmT WITH DA8C ~ SA • SAFE 
TRANSIT OF CIVIL AIRCRAFT 10 BE PROYIIED BV MOlAM. 
8. NICI~ FOR nus OPE,ATION "'LL 1£ BEAOON POINT lint TENTATIVE D-nrl,! A 01 SEPT IEPENDING ON TACTICAL SITUATION. H AND L HOURS 10 
BE MINED BY CATF AND D-n\Y DFIRIIED BY CAlf. UPON lE'lERMlNATION 
OF CONCEPT a= OPERA T IONS AND HN ALL FORCES ARE PREPARED, CATF REPORT 
TO ORIG STATE OF READINESS FINAL REOOIIEtm\TIONS CONCERN PC ~D\Y 
H AND L HOURS AND OTHER MAtTERS RELATING TO THIS OPERATION. 001£tAND 
CF EXECUTION WILL.E BY SEPARATE t.£SSCCE, SUBMISSION CF RE(iLEST FOR 
EXEWTION AB- EARLY AS PRACTICABLE TO AlLOW RIl OOtIIJNICATION JELAYS. 
IF ORIGINATOR EXECUTE USG NOT RECEIVED AT RECOfJENlED TIUE,FOR. 
EXECUTI~ .. ASSULE APPROVAL. AND Arrf AlXX)RD1fU.Y, INFQRMltG ALCON. 
CJ. SPEC I AL I NSTRUCT ION: 

A. SIF REQI£STEDLfJHEN FIRll..Y ESTABLISHED ASHORE AND mEN MUTUAlLY 
AGREED BY CATF ArID "i~ III tMF, REQUIRED ELEaENTS OF SlF (Jt()P TO 00 • 
III f..cAFo · • 

B. UPON aiOP OF REQU I RED ELElENT8 OF SLF TO OPCON a: I N-OOUNl'RV 
.. OOLtJANlE!!,. CATF REMAIN IN SUPPORT 0: OPERATIONS ASHORE. 

C. WI1'HIIb\ivAL lAW ANNEX B TO REF. A. 
10. TERMINATION aMY ANrEX 8 TO REF It 
11. PUBliC AFFAIRS lAW ANNEX Y 10 riI A. 
j2 Am ION AllIEES A()CNOM EJXF RE<E I PT • 
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llliADQUAR'l'ERS 
Task Group 79.4 

Fleet Marine Force, BEVBNTH Fleet 
FPO San francisco, 96601 

3/OANJjtl 
~er: 00250(1\) -67 
7 Se'pternber,:.i967 

SECRET=NOFORN ~ Unclassified upon removal of enclosures (1) through (4) 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General~ Fleet Marine Forces SEVENTH Fleet 

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation BEACON GATE/COCH~E 

Enol: (1)' Commander Task Group 79~4~ After Action Report~ BEACON GATE/ 
COCHISE. .'. 

(2)· ~. 362, After Action Report9 B.b.:ACON GATEMJOCHltiE, ~. ,{ 
. (3). B~T 1/3~ After .{I.ction Report~ BEACON GATE,;' ~r. / I,.,":' 
(4). Operations Overlay 3EACON GATE 

1. Enclosure (1) contains the Commander Task Group 79.4's After Action 
Report for Operation BEACON GATE/COCHISEo 

2. Enclosures (2) through (4) amplify enclosure (1)0 
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eONEA'l1 AFI8R Ac'rrON Hj~POHT, BEACON Ui,'i'E!COCEL..iE 

Nap Reference: VH.,vrNAK, AlV~0 ,>ories 1;7014, 0heets 6640 I and 6640 II (B.c;ACON 
CA'il}<;) • 
VIE'IINAE, Al>~ Series L7014, Qheots 6640 I, II, III and 6740 
III (COCHISJi:). 

1. Operation B.l<.!ACON GATE was a unilateral amphibious operation utilizing 
waterborne assault forces and a helihorne reserve force. It wan conducted 
in accordance with N',{P-22 (11) • l·'or Operation COC'lIJt; 1'G 79.4, under OPCON 
of CG 1st Nar Div, supported B1T 1/3 from l10700H to 150600H AUGust 1967. 

20 ~he operation was conducted in the DUY XUYEN and TIffiNG BINH Districts, 
._~UAHG NAM and 'tUANG 'tIN Provinces respectively which are located in southern 
I C'1'Z, Rl!.:l'UHLIC Olt' VlliTIlAH. The operation commenced on 7 August 1967 at 
0638H with the landing of 'olaterborne assault forces over BLUB BJ:<.:ACH. The 
he1iborne reserve force was heli1ifted into IZ CHOW after a beachhead had 
been secured and the W was selectedo By O,(0935H all forceG were ashore. 
1'he operation was terminated at l6000lH August 1967. On l10700H August 
1967, BLT 1/3 ,,,as helilifted from the B!£ACON GA'm operating area anc con­
ducted a heliborne assault in the COCHldE operating area. TG 79.4's support 
of B1T 1/3 in Operation COCHISE terminated at 150600H 'lhen OPOON tiaS passed 
to CG III J;lAl<'. 

30 Task OrBanization 

n. BEACON GATB 

Comrlander 'i'" sk Group '(9.4 Colonel J. A. COmJAY 

BLT 1/3 LtCol A. I. THOHA;.) 

liNN 362 LtCol N. J. KAPEl'AN 
Vet, VNO-6 (UH-IE) 

b, COCHH.il!J 

Commander 'Jl,lsk Group 7904 Colonel J. A. CON,iAY 

l-JM}1 362 LtCol N. J. KAPl< . .wl'AN 
Det, VI>10-6 (Wi-IE) 

40 Intelligence 

0.0 Terrain 

(1) General. The assigned AOA is predominately flat coastal 

llliC10;;;Ul&.; (1) 

1 
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lowlands, compa~tmented into rice land cultivation and open sandy areas. 
Numerous villages lie scattered throughout the area. 

~ 

(2) Relief. Tbeooa~tal lowlands oonsist of rollins plaias with 
looal relief less than 150 meters with slopes of 3% or less. Terrain con­
figuration causes 4rainage to flow partly ea~tward but mostly to the south. 

(3) ~aoh StUdY' The northern end,- of"the'cbeooh:,is looe.ted".t~1.5° 
521 40" •. , .;Loe 24' 20" E (UTM BT 220565) and runs southeast to 150 33' 30" 
., 1800 351 00" E (UTM_BY 403220),. The beaoh is slightly concave and is 
39.7 kilomet.erfJ long. All of the' beach is usable. The beach is seventy to 
ODe htmdred sixty meters wide at low water and thiry-five to ninety meters 
at high water. The offsbore approach is part,iy obstructed by an :¥,lland 
fourteen iniles off"the central part of. the beach and by islands, shoals, and ,:"". 
rocke five to ten nautical miles 'off th~ northwest portion of the beaoh. 
The Qeach is composed of loose white sana:. Coastal Highway #1 runsnorlh-
w~Bt and southeast. to within eight and one tenth miles, and three and five" 
tenth miles from the coastline. 

~ . 
b. Eile1llV Si tua tios 

(I), Composition " . ' e 
(a) Ground. The units that had normally operated in the area 

or operations' were the 125 Local Force Bat ta lion. ,and'\. the V4 Main Force (Sapper) 
cOmpany •. ,It had been reported by'rel'iable sources that the V25 Battalion 
was being' trained by the V4 Company in sappe.r tactl,¢s. ' Strength of these 
two units numberedappr9ximately 400 men. Elements of 'the Q12 Local Force 
and KS1 Looal ~oree Companies occasionally operated'in the same- area. Al­
though not oonfirmed, there were strong indications that the 72nd Local 
Foroe <Battalion,l!ad moved. into the area prior to this operation; • .. \ . 

I c. 'Locally Available Strength 

]!!I LOCATION STRENGTH 

V25 LF Bn. BT 1952 350 

V4 MF Co. BT ·1952 Unk 

Ql2 LF Co. BT 1857 75 

2 
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4 :;. '-5lmm mortars 
5 - 60mm mortars 
1 - 57mm recoiless . 

rifle 

4 - Blmm mortars 
2 - 82mm mortars 

2 - 60mm mortars 
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LOCATION 0'l'llliNGTH 

B'.l.' 1746 

\iEA1)ONG 

2 - 60mm mortars 
1 ~ 57mm recoiless 

rifle 

6 - m~chine guns 

Although the exact numbor of Hcapons in each unit was unknown, the enemy was 
known to possess B40 and B90 anti-tank rocket launchers and also automatic 
and semi-automatic Hoapons of different caliberso 

d 0 .r.;nem,y Conta&t 

(1) On D-Day nedal observation spotted 20-30 enemy just east of 
the 'l'HUUNG GIANG Hi ver and CA~ was called 0 'fhe waterborne forces made an 
unopposed landing over BLUB BBACH. The heliborne forces also landed unop-
11080(1 in ill CROH 0 During the day snj.per fire was received but no signif­
icnnt enemy contact .... ms madeo Bunkers, mines and surprise firing devices 
Hore encountered and destroyedo 

~" (8) On D+l sppad1:~~niper fire was received and bunkers and 
nJillos \'lGre discoverod and destroyed 0 No significant enemy contact ",as made 0 , . 

(b) On JJ+2 enemy activities foLioHod thf) sarno cc)urse of action 
an the two previous dayso 

of 111,'1' 

i, total 

1/3 
(0) On D+3 enemy sniper fire"was received. 

was p~ssec1 to Task Force XRaYo 
Operational control 

(2) Anti~airo Helo 
of three helicop~ers 

recoivod sporadic SAP throughout the operation. 
''lore hit 9 one· be ing forced to land. 

(3) }!;nem Cn.S\l.8Xties., During Operation BEP r:ON GA~'l!,; the enemy 
f;\1 :"ered ~6 KIA oonfj.rmeclT, 4 KIA (prob:,ble), and 26 detainees 0 

o. _~(.:~iJ152:> '1'h8 GouthH8st monsoon continued to progrcDs over the ob­
jective arefl. clurin[~ thif; period. 'l'he weather' follovled a somewhat daily 
-pattern, .,rith afternoon an<;l lnt~ evening shovTe:rls. 'l'he mean temperature was 
84 (iegrees 0 Th~ wind pre~iled from the northea~t and averaged about 5 kts. 
'l'ho visibi~.'ity was around 10 miles 0 

Flo ·H;<;JWON UA'l'bo ili3 directed by COlv];JrNbH'l'Hb'J,'J' 0407MI. Aug67, (Initiating 
}Jirochvo) tho mission a8si~ned,.to CATF was' to domluct ,Rw;nrch and 
(lewLroy <'.l; ,phibious operation against VC/lfVi.. forces in tho 1\V;. in I G'l't; 0.0 

lnutUD.lly nc,reed upon with CG III }'IA}' ~r h.is desig,nated represent0 tive. 
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bo OOOHISB. 'J.'G 79.il .. ,bile under op~rational control of CG 1st. Mar :Jiv 
"'8.S given the mission of providing administrative and 10eistic support to JJ1'l' 
1/3 or as othorwiso c1irect(~d by higher headquarters" 

6. Concept ~~ OEerations 

8.. OperFltion llFlIOOl~ Gl,'l',t; hS directed by COr,l::.>EVBN'l'}llt'lIJ' "'as a unilA.teral 
amphibious operation conductecl by 'l'G 7604/79.4, 'rhc operation \'lnH plarinca 
for a four day search and destroy period co:,l:i1cncing "lith n uaterborne EWfHl.ult 
land inc follmred by [l reserve force to be heliliftod into a sui table LZ upon 
beine selected, InitifJ.11y, the inherent mobility of 'rG 79.4 H£18 to bo used 
to the J1'lRximum extent possible in order to ensure a rapid build up of combat 
power [Jshorl'), t,hereby ['.[1 inine surprise find fiw~ f)uperiori ty b,Y shock action, 
Juhsequently, Flf,t'I'ci:;iv(; nC:lrch I1nd destroy operations \<TOre to be conductcd 
",ithin the amphibious objective area 0 h'mployment of supporting arms was an 
essential part of this concept. ijre sup;)ort W3S to be provided by the 402 
mortn.r bRttery orf,flnic to the Bl'l' and tho naval gunfire ship U::;S PIlli;:>TON 
(DD-795)0 'l'G 7).4 HOB to be prepared to chop OrCON to CG III ~!AP, who, in 
tFrn was to pass Ol'CON to CG 1st Mnr Div for further employment in conjunc­
tion with operations as roquirccL CG 1st hal' Div W'I.S to l'Gtain OPCON of 'l'G 
79,4 and WIlS to r! iY'oct OrCoN of BLT. 1/3 pe passed to TJ.1ask Force XRay, The con­
cept of operations provided for l"ndinc three comp!.mios over BLUE :BEACH at 
H-hour find, Hhcn Fl. sui tnblc 1.6 was selected, helilifting tho reserve force 
.'l.:'lhore. 'llhe rlonoll 'dn" not to be proparod by fire 0 1"ires vlcro prearJ'ClP{,r;(' ~ _ 
on CI: 1) iII the' event they ",ere :t:'oquired, • 

11, /01: Q~lol'f,tion COClII0b tho concept of operations con8j~;tC(J of 
follmTing: 

(1) Hopositioning of }Jl'l' ]/3 by helicopter from coordinates B'l' 
235500 into tho COClllob operniinf, area and assume blockinr, positions. 

(2) J3einf' prepared, on order, to execute a helilift to LZs to be 
determined in the vioinit.y of l~P DUe in order for aSf~ault forces to conduct 
a detailed search and destroy operation into the base area of tho 2d NVA 
Division. 

(1) Operfltion m~:,c(.iN GJ,'l'L; as directed by CuI1JBVc;WL'm'I/I' vms executed 
in I'lccOrdanc8 with CiG 76.4 Op Order 311-67 and cere 7').4 Op Plan 120A" 67 
supplement.ed by Cl'G 79.4 fraB orders for operations in tho amphibious objec­
tive nraa. 

4 i::;BGH.LT~N OFOHN 
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• 
(2) D-day "Tas established as 7 August 967 with H~hour at 0630t{, 

(3) TG 1904 commencod landing its waterborne assault forces at 
070638H August 1967 and helilifted rese~~e force at 070830H August 1967< 
By 070935H August 1967 the BLT waS well established ashore and conductinG 
S&D operations c OL1I' assumed responsibilty for control and coordination of 
the supporting arrns effective 071700H August 19670 

(1) On 10 AUGust 1967 'll(';' 79,4 ,,,as directed to conduct a helilift 
of BLT lh'into the COCHI:':>E 'operating are8 i'ih'ordcr for the JBhT"t·o··o,CcuPY 
blocking positions. 

(2) Tre tactical helilift commenced at 110630H August 19670 L~hour 
was established at 0700Ho 'l'hc tacti.cal helHift was completed at 111027H. 
After the tactical helilift. TG 79G4 continued to provide administrative and 
logistical support as rCCluired until 150GOOlI August 1967 when CG 1 st ¥J.'3.r Div 
passed OPOON fI'G 79·~ to CGIII NAF. 

80 Results", t;J,cJODurc~; (2) and (3). 

9. Commander:' 4[pl;y~i§' 
level. BLT and Squadron 
tive reports, encJosures 

~lhis analysis .is lirnHed to matters on the TG 7904 
Commanders a.n[llyscf) are oontai.ned in their respec-
(::» and (3). 

a 0 Plannins, " Plannine for Operat.ion Bl::ACON GNL1E began upon arrival of 
the ARGjSLF at DA NANG harbor on 1 August. 1967 for rehabilitation of BLl' 
equipment by Force Logistics Command, IJrJnedj.ate liaison was estFtbJ i~;[lC?d 
between the SLF and i st. Mar Div 0 SU' and ARG representatives received a 
briefing from the staff 1st F,ar Div and a draft oporation order foT' Opera~ 
tion COCHISE on 2 August e 'T'entative D~.day for Operation BBAC0N GA'l'E was 
established as 7 AUf,ust and lst Mar Div requested appropriate modification 
of the ARG/SLl<' employment sehedule., Planni.ng ",as faci litated since the 
staffs of the ARG and SLF. mil' 1/3 and EMf',; 362 Here all aboa:1'd the U0J 
OKINAvrA in VA NANG harbor Hj th f,oad communications and easy access to 1st 
Hal' Div headquart.ers, DaiJ.y] im~'oll ';~:isit8 with 1st Nar D:iv through 5 
August permitted more detailed 'I] :nnine U:an usuaL The operation plan for 
BEACON GA1'B was presented to C(j 1st Ihr D:iv anpi his staff by C~J.1G 7604 and 
CTG 7904 on 5 Augll.st 1967 ~ Pla'-1Ding was compl1cu ted by t.he fact that. D-day 
for Operation COGHISB~ which involved the ;jI.J<',J'vlas set. for 11 Augusto The 
ARG and ;j1}' staff therefore planned an amphibious assault for BEACON GATE 
to take place 7 August followed by a simultanious amphibious withdrawal by 
helicopter and waterhorne means from the AOA and a helioopterhorne assault 
into the COCH!;')}:; operating area on 11 August. 0 

b, ].nt21.!W§l!:!£§?' Prior to Operation B.t<;l.C(JN GA'l'.l!,::I arrangements were 
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made with III ¥lAF and CG 1st Mar Div foX' area studies and .intelligence 
sUJllIl\S.ries. Aue;mentation personnel in t ne form of I'l'T, APT, int.erpreters f 
and PF's, were requested along with rei-TardS funds and pamphlets, 

c. Command Relationshi12~" Operation Bi!ACON GATE was a unilateral 
amphibious operation with command relationohips in aC00rdanoe with NWP,,22 (S,) 0 

Responsibility for control and coordiri~t.jon of supportjng a.rms was assumed by 
eLF effective 071700H AuguBt, 1967, O.[C'OlJ of l'G 79.4 was passed to an II in" 
country" commander during the 0P0:r':J tlon , At, 101200H August 19679 eTG 76.4 
passed OPCON of TG 7904 to CG 111 UAP (crr'G 76.4 msg 100350Z Aug67) 0 CG III 
MAF simultapeously passed Ol'CON of TG 79.4 to QG 1 st Nar Div (CG III MAF msg 
091442Z Al1f,'67), CG 1st Nar Div directed eTG '{904 to pass OPCON of BLT 1/3 
to Task 1"orc'e XRay (CG 1st Mar DlV msg 100355Z Aug67), eTG 7904 passed Ol)CON 
of BLT 1/3 to Task Poree XRay effeotive 101200H August 1967 (C1'G 7904 msg 
101214Z Aug67) , At 150600B August 1967 CG 1st Mal Djv passed OPCON of PG 79,4 
to CG III NAP (CG 1st Mar Div msg 131515Z Aug67)c CG III rrJAF passed Ol'CON of 
TG 79.4 (less BLT 1/3 and HMM 362) to Co}~BVl<~N1'}U'L'l' (CG JIT i"1AF' msg 140708Z 
Aug67L Operation BEACON GA'l'E was terminnted at 16000HI August 1967 (eTG 76<>4 
msg 150516Z Aug67) 0 

(1) Naval gunfire support. was provided by the U0;,) PRS::iTON (lllJ-795) 
for the entire operation,. NGI<' support was effeeUve and timely, 

(2) Artillery support was provided by the 402 mortar battery orpnnic 
to the TIL'l' and general support was provided by i.rtc U ,S, ~1arine Corps Gcnerdl 
Qupport Group at HOI AN. ~UAIW NAN Provim (', KI[t/., 

(3) TG 7904 augmentat.lon prov.ided by the 1st MAW was a detachment 
of 3 UH~1Ei s from VMO,6 which \'IE'T',y nt tached to Hr>lH 362. ~'he detachment of 
UH-1E!s were all of armed c()nf'l{',m:,Ll"'I, jlpdodically one Has unarmed to 
provide a platform for the 1'Au. l~x ~ensivc ~JUpressive fires were delivered 
by the detachment and invaluable D.f3S1st.nnr·e was rendered by the ~'AC(A)in 
calling in air strikes. 

(4) Fire support procodures utillzod Here normal for operations 
conducted in RYN, U o~ 0 Army advisors f1'0;J ,!lU\NG NAN and Q.UANG TIN Provinces 
were located aboard the U:::i::i OKINAvlA in i3ACC/F;')CC where the,y could communi.cate 
wi th district headqu81't€rS iXI order to get clearance for fire missj ons requir­
ing clearance under the ruleR of engagement .. 

(5) Responsibility for contro] nnci 00ord:H~a,t.10{l t)f :;upporUng arms 
was transferred.;from,CATF t.o eL.F on the aftertLOcH1 of D,Day. ,~:he'ftJ,cilities 
of SACe were utilized after the trEtnnfcr Dnd the :mcc war; established aboard 
the urSs OKINAiJA 0 'I ' i i: 
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(1) Early liaison was made with the 1st Mar IllV in order to establish 
logistic support proc.edures fc,r Operation BBAOON GA'l',h;< ~ince BBACON GNl'E was 
to immediately precede Operation COCHI~ii';! which would also be participated 
in by BLT 1/3" the logistic support procedures established would support both 
operations 0 A Loc;istio iJupport Area had previollsly been estabHshed by Force 
Logistics Command at Hill 63 f in the vicinity of the 5th Nar CP. This ISA 
was designa ted [~s thn primary resupply poi.nt. By furnishing FLO with the 
density of weapons and vehicles to be landed; number of troops participating 
and a listing of Class II and IV supplies required dm'ing the oparatlon; 
sufficient quanti ties of supplies were moved to the LSA .,;() as to support the 
BLT in all classes of supply c Because it appeared t.ha 1.. t,he range and depth 
of Class II support might be lind ted 1 selected Class II items from the BIIl' 
operating stocks vere sont to the LSA for use. :if required G Additional 
support was provided from supplies and equipment embarked aboarc1AJlG :Jhipping, 

(2) In order to IJ1'ovtdc for necessary coordination at the L0.i\.~ a 
detachment from the 0horo l :1.rty .Platoon was positioned at Hill 63 on ])=1 0 

~'he functions of these personnel were to recoive dai ly resupply requests 
from units of the BL'l', draw required supplies from the WA and load resupply 
helicopters, In ordor to ensure complet.e coordination of the logistic 
support effort, COIil'!llJ) i Ct tionc; \vere estahlished between the l'::>A and TAC IDG 
groups aboard all ship,,: of the ldW. ~'h8 131'1' ;j·4 \'Tas also located ,in the 
viCinity of the WA, 

(3) Hesupply was ae00mplished daily by heljeopter from the iliA 
direct to the usine unit.. No difnculties vero cneonntered c, 

(4) 'l'G79.~ CUf.;lla] t.ies were evacuated to the 
nated af.; t.he Cm;ualty Jt.'vacuation Control ~hi,p (C.l<~C;j)o 
evacuated t;o Graves Her,i~3tratj on >Jection~ 1st ME)dica.l 

1PH~ which ",as dos is'' 
KIA ,) S Here further 

Battalion, ])1. NANG 0 

(5) Civilian and VCu oasualties Here evacuated to the 1st Medical 
Battalion and/or the N;jA Hospital, VA NhNG c 

(6) Chieu Hoi I s and refUGees vrare relocated by E'vac:uation to the 
refueee center atHOl AN 0 

(7) After interror,ation at tho Blf.L' level by attached I'1"J.' and AP1' 
personnel, detainecfJ Vlorn evacuated to the 5th Hw POd compound locatod at 
tho LJA < 
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f. Casualty Reportin.e, Cas1.lr1.lty reporti.ng was conducted in accordance 
with currnnt ,1irectives, rl'he CRee was located aboard the U;:iS OKlllAWA which 
wa[;idef3ienat(!d-),c' C,;C~;, A Lotal of 1 KIA. 26 WlA's, and 29 non-hostile 
casualtic)s \·.'8re eVElcUc1.ted to t~c:';'-'C.j, j, 131'1' medical representative was 
positioned at Naval Support Activity Hospi tal~ lJA NANG, 1st Medical Bn, 
DA NANG, and 1st Hospital Co, Clm lAI to collect and pass information on 
131'1' 1/3 casualties to the CHCe No problems were experienced during the 
opera tion concerning handli ne ')f casualties. 

g, Civic Action. A civic. action team from t~'e 29th Civil Affairs Co 
was assigned to EV1' 1/3 during the operation. 

h. :ruO o Task Group 79.4 photographer aw,1".JoUrnaHst 'Ie,' ~.:.uGigned to 
Co C, EL'l' 1/3 for informational service coverage" ' 

i. Communications 

(1) The following nets were established during Operation BEACON GArfE/ 
COCHI0E: 

(8.) Covered (PM) voice between 1st Nar liiv and TG 79-4, Div 
'l'ac 'It1 , 

Backup (HF) voice between 1st lolar Div and TG 'l9.4} Divl' 
i:iP1 PUll. 

(0) (FM) voice between }UCC and tiAC~, also on this net was TG 
79.4 Liaison Officer~ F~C neto 

(d) Radio relay (voice) between 1st Mar Div and TG 79,,4, 
Chnnnelization: 

131'1' 1/3 to TG 

1 1 st rtJar Div COG and 'rG 79,4 :'>-3 c 

21st rtJar Div ell ~),!l(i 'l'G 79,4 d- 3, 

* Aftel_' CliOl; of 13m' 1/3 to 'l'ask Force XRay strap through 
79,4 ;';-3, 

(e) iJecure radio teletype (HAl''l')? 60 WPN, betH0()(j L:i,r' 11V 
and 'J'G 79,4. III NA!t' was also entered in this net 0 

bNClOiiUllli (1) 
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(f) (PM) voice between B1'r 1/3 sc>~ and TG 79.4 (logistical 
support) TAC LOG< 

(2) In order to oJ lWlmte some of the past problems encountered 
with radios interferinl Hjth one another1 two AN/PRC~25 radios v'ere deck 
mounted which seemed to help somewhat" However there was'still consider~ 
able interference present between the radios located in ~J\CC and those 
located in tho comm (';enter. 

(3) i\n AN/.i?HC~25 (deck mounted and remot,ed to Meu) was provided 
t:o tho Army Liaison offJcer for coord:inatjo~ wHh units in the field" 

(~) Although shtp pm'l(~r failures occurred their duration was 
nevor lOn(; onough to necessitate deck mounting radios to cover those 
nets 11'~ing ships power. 

(5) ibc1io relay s:~emed to work quite will as compared with 
previous operations, Upcrational working data was noted and improved 
Tadj 8 ]'(·!l;\'i C01T'1l11ic::ltion is anticipated in the futureo 

(6) Adequate augmentation was pr'ovided by 9th MAB including four 
radio operator8~ two AN/J:>HC=,25 radios and hw He 292 antennas" '1'hese men 
and their equipment. were employed with liaison teams, 

(7) Communication during operation BillI.CON GA'l'l~/COGE]~J:; Hn;::: fair 
to good. At times the ship passed out of range with 1 st f<lar Div and it 
waS nceeooary to rely entirely on the ill' neilc At other times point to point 
conun HaG not posuible and it became necEssary to relay traffic through 
other units on the neto ~everal times it became necessary to change to 
secondary frequencies on various nets to eliminate interference v 

(,'\ ",':''"'J,'' 

(oj Com~unications necurity 

( . \ 

~,t " C ;':'/,jl,)l';(; and KAC ~1X~7 codes and avt'hentication 
were used f():r tl'ansp;ittinr, sensitive infomation during this op~ration. 
Thtlno (:oclc,.: proved to be time consulTling~ curnberson'18, and generally unsuit~ 
able in it fast moving tactical situation" 

(b) j'n alternat,ive method of transmitting sensitive 
information would have been use of a secure circuit using the NHC-109/ 
KY-8 secure voioe capabili tyo However th0 c;Ollr>r1r> of rr:anuever ashore did 
not allow employment of the l'JRC .. 109 in the objecbve .reeL It is further 
noted thR.t tho reliability of the KY,,8 when r,ounteci on a radio vehicle in 
the HV1: environment:;; b::cn exceptionally poor and precludes reliance on 

l!:NC1O;:;urn; (1) 
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this secure system as a primary means of communi eat ions 0 

(c) A manpack secure voice capability that is suitable for 
employment with infantry units is sorely needed to enhance free exchange 
of information between the various components of the ~pecial .Landing Ji'oree. 

- This capability wou;Ld greatly enhance the ability of the CW' to command 
and control his subordinate units o 

10. The following comments are included on subordinllte commanders i combat 
after nction reports: 

a. Hl.JM 362 After Action Hepori: None 0 

b. BL'l' 1/3 Aft~~epo:r.1: 

1. Paragraph 9.a. The total indicates only 12 enemy KIA (con­
firmed) 'Thile 13 conn be counted in the chronological sequence of events. 
C'l'G 79,4 Y'opn:rted a 'otal of 16 enemy KIA (confirmed), 3 of which were 
:,':-onlts of fumed U;!" ',,; actic:-I", fJf "Thich the BI.'l' was not a.rareo It is 
concludeo t,[mt the -,:,'i' ,;,:,t[;l, '~':!(Jn](! c'.'1vr; been l'e:::;orded as 13 KIA (eon­
firmed), 1-.:1Lich WbC'i :l-1rj(,d to lhe 2> iref' UH·1B actions agrees wi t.h the 
1G 79.~ total of 1G. 

2. jiar!., ".tph :; '1. 'J'I,,, Blil' t.ota1s are i.n djsagreement wi th t.hose 
reported by 'J!G '() <4 e 'i'bis L lJndel'st.andable , ... hen it is realized that 
'l'G 7': ,/l X'0ported bot.h 1':h(1~) Cln(l ,jlA(Hl~) whereas the BL'l' roported only 
\1IA(t:) in itfl totaL It js concluded that U18 '}'G 79,4 total of 16 USf>1C 
HB is correct.. 

3. Paragraph 5.b. k!:t sentenoe should read "Helicopter PJBD ~VAC 
mission:; \·rere fragged directly t.hl'OUCh the 'llG 76.4 DAce ('}IACP net) Q" All 
other rniLGions were fr8.ceed USil1g the TAG lOG net which 1.s the standard 
procedurco 

4. Paragraph 11 of onc] o::"u1'o (~)). Concur. 
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HEAD "UARTEHS 
Tank Group 79.4 

YPO ,Jan ~'rancisco, California 96602 

sEcro;'r-NOl<'OHH - Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1) 

3/Gt'W/jrs 
5750.1C 
Ser: 003A289-61 
16 October 1967 

From: Commanding Officer #0013h n 6 
To: 

Subj: 

Ref: 

Encl: 

Commanding General, Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade 

Command Chronology for period 1 to 30 oeptember 1967 

(1 ) 

MCO 5750.2 
Fl'Th'PacO 5150.8 
BrigO 5750.1C 

Commander Task Group 79.4 Command Chronology 

1. Enclosure (1) is submitted in accordance with references (a), (b), 
and (c). 

lJISTRIBlf.HON: 

CG 9th Nl.B 
CG 1st Nar Div 
CG 3d Mar Div 
CG 1st MAW 
CTG 16.4 
C'l.'G 19.4 
RLT-26 Rear 
MAG-15 
BL'i' 1/3 
HMM-16~ 
Prov Serv Bn 
S&C File 

1-2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
1 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13-15 
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COMMA~D CHRONOLOGY 

1 September 1967 to 30 September 1967 

~ 

PARI' I - ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

PART II - NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

PART III - SB<.tU.c;N'rIAL LnlTING OF 
SlG~IFICANT EVENTS 
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L Designation 

Task Group 7ge4 

BLT 1/3 
1-}0 September 1967 

HMM-362 
1-7 September 1967 

HMM-16} 
8-30 September 1967 

None. 

2. Location 

1-30 September 1967 

3. Staff Officers 

Executive Officer 

S-l/Adjutant 

5-2 

~S6t S-2/Aeria1 Observer 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 

QRGANIZATIONAL DitTA 

Commander 

Colonel J. A. CONWAY 
1-30 September 1967 

Subordinate Units 

LtCol A. I. THOMAS 
1-30 September 1967 

LtCo1 No J. KAPETAN 
1-7 September 1967 

LtCol W. C. KELLY 
8-22 September 1967 
Major F. A. RUECKEL 
Acting CO 23-30 September 1967 

Attached Units 

uss OKINAWA (LPH-3 ) 
USS DULUTH (LPD-6) 
USS Hb'RMrrAGE (LSD··34) 
USS TIOGA COUNTY (L3T'd1l58) 
USS BELLE GROVE (LSD •. 2) 

2 

USS WIN~TON (AKA-94) 

LtCol H. PRBSTON 
1-30 September 1967 

lstLt J. C. SMrrH 
1-30 September 1967 

Captain W. N. FOWLER 
1~30 September 1967 

2ndLt s. E. DURHAM 
1-30 September 1967 

DECLASSIFIED 
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3-3 

Asst S-3 

Air Officer 

Asst AiX' Offioer 

Fire Support Coordinator 

S-4 

Aset 5-4 

Communioations Offioer 

Awtg Assignment as ExeoO 

Awtg Assignment as S-3 Offioer 

4. Avera.ge Monthly Strength 

UJMC 

Off 

Hq, TG 79.4 11 
Bul' 1/3 61 
HMM-362 44 
HMI1-163 43 

DECLASSIFIED 

LtCol H. P~STON 
1-30 September 1967 

Major G. F. WARREN 
1-30 September 1961 

Najor T. E. FISH 
5-30 September 1961 

Major G. E. BAILEY 
5-30 September 1967 

Maj or R. F. l-10QlJY 
1-30 September 1967 

fllB.j or R. M. BRmmE 
1-30 September 1967 

Captain ~. J. ~MU~LS 
21-30 tieptember 1967 

lstLt L. M. ZWICK 
1-30 September 1961 

LtCo1 P. H. SIMPSON 
28-30 September 1961 

LtCo1 J. ERVfIN 
29-30 September 1967 

USN 

l!:nl Ofr En1 

25 0 0 
1505 8 88 
186 1 :3 
181 1 3 
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PART II 

MARRA T IVE ~UMMARY 

OX) 1 Sept-ember Operation B.b;ACOH POIN'r commenced with the landing of 
BLT 1/3 units by landing craft and helicopters. Op8ration BEACON POINT 
was conducted 1-10 l:ieptembur in tL.' 'fHU THIEN Province 'hloh is located 
in Northern I CTZ" REPU,BLIC OF VIE'l'NAn. Responsibility for control and 
coordination of supporting arms Has assumed by CLF9 effective Oll800H 
September 1967. On 1 September OPCON of 'lU 19.4 was ohopped to CG III 
MAF who simultaneousl;v :)I1.RRP,1 it on to CG 3rd Har Div. OPOOH of BL'i' 1/3 was 
pasB~dto'OO 40th M'irines on 3 Septembero OPCON of-HMM-362 was chopped to 
CG III MAF on 4 September. On 7 ;:;eptember Cl'G 79.4 assumed OPCON of HMM.~ 

\. 362 and finally passed it to CG 1st MAW on 8 September, when Hl"il'1-163 
replaced HMM~362 by normal intr'8.theater rotation. OPCON of ,BL'r 1/3 was 
returned to CTG 79.4 on 9 September. Finally OPOON of TG 79.4 was chopped 
to CG III MAF and to arG 76.4 ooncurrently on 10 September. CO}~EVENTH 
Fleet terminated Operation BEACUN POINl' on 10 September. During the period 
11~13 September9 eTG 79.4 made three liaison visits to III MAF ooncerning 
the readiness posture of SLF ALFAo On 14 and 15 September~ ~G 79.4 commenced 
and completed planning for Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE. On 16 September 
Operation BALLI~1IIC CHARGE commenced when BLT 1/3 units were landed by 
landing craft and helicopters in QUANG NAN Province which is located in 
Southern I cn, REPUBLIQ OF VIETNAM. Inclusive dates of Operation BALLlbTIC 
CHARG.E:/SHELBYVILU ",ere 1l;-29 September. Responsibility for Cl<ontrol and 
coordination of supporting arms was not assumed by the eLF. OPCOH of 
TG 79.4 was not passed to an "in oountry" commander during this operation, 
howcver 9 OPCON of elements of SU' ALFA (BLT J/3 }'wd) and HMM~'163 was passed 
to "in country" commanders during the SH8LBYVILLE portion of the operation. 
On 22 September OPCON of elements of SLF ALF~ (BUr 1/3 Fwd) was chopped 
to CG III f~F who simultaneously passed OPCON to the CG First Mar Div. 
On 23 September OTG 79.4 passed OPCON of ffir1M~163 to CG III J.lA.}4' who in 
turn, passed OPCOH to CG First HAW concurrentlyo On 28 September OPCON 
of BLT 1/3 and HMM-163 was returned to CTG 79.4 and Operation BALLI~~IC 
CHARGE was terminated on 29 September 1961. 

:b]NCLOSURE (1) 
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2 ~ep 1967 

3 ~ep 1967 

4 I:)ep 1967 

5 Sep 1967 
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PAlU' III 

CTG 79.4 and party to 3d Har D:iv and DOHG HA for liaison 
visi t and planning purpm;es as directed by CG III ¥Ji,.r', 
Capt J 0 lL WIIWr.;U'l', Loeal Officer, 9th HAB departed. 
LtCol B. }'o lVlBYh'R;.:), G~3, 9th l-'JAB departed. 

Operation BMCOH POn~'l' commenced with the landing of 
BL'l' 1/3 units by landing craft and helicopter into THUA 
'fHlliN Province which is Iocated in Northern I CTt;, RVlf. 

Ref: PA.rt'l' IV TAB E 

opeON of 'l'G 79,4 passed to CG III J.IAJ!' and on to CG 3d 
Mo.r Div concurrently. 

Ref: CTG 76.4 0109)21J ~op67 
CG III lolAF 01 0456:6 ~:iep67 

CTG 79.4 to 4th MF~rine2, for Jiajson vigit Q C'J.'G 79.5 
aboard for liaison visit 011 hclicopt(~r support. 

C'l'G 79.4 to 4th l'1:'nines for liaison visit. 

C'l'G 79.4 passed OPCUli of 131' ... ' '1/3 to co 4 th Earines. 

Ref: CG 3d l1ar Div 021430b ;Jep67 
CtG 79.4 030300Z ~ep61 

LtCol II. h1l;;;J'l'0l" ::i~3~ IrG 79.4 and Najor }I'LAGNAGAN y 

.b:xocutivc Officer~ In\J'~·362 to ,;d };ar lJiv for 1 inif;on 
conference on helico[JtoJ utH iza ti on, 

Rof: el'G 79.4 040850;'-; Gep67 

C'.J.'G 79.4 to )(1 Jl1al' Div for Liaison vinit 0 Lajor ,,,Uhr;(Ij 
idtVn ~ rellre~,entn ti ve of' })H01~G DH~l\ Distri ct eli lef I 
Lt GM,;, Mm~, Artillery 1iaj~on Onion)' and Lt(jL;) ,i<;m.J1') 

. '-'U::l:r;, NGr' Liai'son Officef.'j,C'l;ilHriiy i,dviiJory' 'G':fo1,)p; HD'B 
departed. 

LtCol H. PRJ<;;Jrl'ON j ~-3, 'JIG 790Ll to III rfJ.i\l<' for planning 
of ~i[lUadrun rotation, 

BNGWL::IUill! (1) 
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7 Sap 1967 

o oep 1967 

9 ;.)ep 1967 

10 Sap 1967 
: ,. 

" 

11 Sep 1967 

12 l30p 19G7 
" 

14 ~e!l 1967 

DECLASSIFIED 

Col,one} '.~ • .M. JUl'CBBR, G-~ i ljtll fiirl..B was ahoard for a 1 day l:1ai(,;on v.d:j :. LWol :".,,, !\1"ln; nnd JVJD.jor L. C. '\'1 rl"l' , G-3 
rC,:}'otlnntat:.ivoB, 9thl'~,;, flboord for liairlon Yioit. 

Ref: C'.i'G 79.4 000340" •. wp6"( 

LtOol '1'. Ii. m;w;.;c, i\f;:Jjut.anl: G-3, SlUt haD departed. 

cm 79.4 ohopped Oh.;Ol', HIJ'l-362 to CG 1st MAW. 

Ref. C'l'G 79.4 080,40:6 Jep67 

CI,l'G 79.4 assumed O}JOON of llNM-·163. 

Ref. CI1'G 79.4 081420~ Sep67 

Major L. c. WI'l'T, G-3 representative, 9th MAB departed. 
Capt H. S. JOLLEY, 0 ... 2 representative, 9th MAS aboard for liaison visit. 

O}JCON of BUf 1/3 waG returned to erG 79.4. 

REF. CG 3d Mar Div 091329Z ~ep67 

Capt H. s. JOLLEY, 0-2 representative, 9th MAB departed. 

CO~EVEN~lHFL~ termina. tod Opo l"H t1 on :al:.:hOON POINII' , 

Ref. OONSEVbilffHFLT 100542~ ::;ep67 

O'.rr. 79.4 and etaf! with ropl'ooentativee of ~'G 76.4 to ':111 .l'-lAF for liuioon,v.;1,si t oonoerninB readiness posture. 
, , 

Reoeived in1t1atinB direotive for Operation BALLLGTIC CHARGE. 

Ref. COMS~~NTHFLT 111036~ ~ep67 

C'l'G 79.4 and utl\ff \1ith !\J(Jl'tJ/;lCmtuUvoa of ~IG 76.4 to 
~d Na:t' J)1v for UaiClt)H vioit concorninc :nmdi.nvss posturo. 

I, . -:"? <',., ' ';", )I -i j"" " ... ;~~~ ,~ 
()I .. '\i'l').~m;'f 11li001 Jl;"'p'r{r;;j'l'Ol'I, ~-3, 'J.'G 79\4 to III NAb' 
fox' lini/J'n,vj.a:!.t o,noorning ref!d.i.nofJu;PQ~,tm'o. Cftpt 
J • .@. lJl\.mIIJJ;.i, G~, J'llpr'OIHltl1;n ti ve, ~th NAIl nlJOHl'cl for 
l!fJ.iuon vifJit. 

eTG 79.4 find fltf!ff with l"oprofJontll.tivoo of IJ.'G 76.4 to 1 at 
MElr J)iv fo1' pln.nninB oonference in conneotion with 

b;NOLOBUHE (1) 

6 iJEClili'J.' -NOFOHN 
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15 Sep.1967 

16 S.p 1967 

19 Se., 1967 

20 Sap 1967 

21 Sep 1967 

22 Sap 1967 

DECLASSIFIED 

o,.ration BALLIS!I!XO CBARGE. capt O. L .• DA.UGBiRfY, 
CO' Rq Co, 9th JfA!aboard tor liaison visit. . 

Baen. GLIaK. OT' 79, CCIRIII8nder L. J. MCDO.NALD, Chaplain, 
9th MAB, Major W. ·M. OLIVER, 00, ProvServBn, Capt W. 
R. SMITH, G-4 representative, 9th MAB, Nlclil.stX.t:'kOlUaER, 
Atde, aT, 79 arrived!_<aa;f4.~W"i :~' I.llJIIIrvt8it. 
Capt ,c. L. DAUGHERTY, CO, Hq 00, 9th MAB departed. 
cro 79.4 and party to 1st Mar Div on pl.e.n.nins visit 
.f'()1' Operation BlLLIST Ie OBlRGE. Lt J. D. WBB, USA, 
a_rd as Liaison OtUcer, QUU"G DA. 5peo1815eotor. 

l.t WI mns, AllVI, Liaison Offioer Q.UANG DA. Speoia1 
SlOtor aboal:d. . 

9,peratioD BALLIStIC O&RGil oQIJIIHAOed with the laD41ng 
of 'II.! 1/3 un.i.te by 18Ad1Ag oraft and helos into QtIA;a~ 
lIIJl ProviAoe whioh is located in Southern I C!Z, Rft·. 

Beta PARr IV TAl , 

C!G. 79-4 an4 Ltool H. IUS!Olf, 5-3, fG 79.4 t~ 18t liar 
D:tT and III SF tor. liaiSon and plarlllins visit. Capt 
f'~ H~ AIlCSIS aboard as Liaililon Offioer from 9ih MAl. 

18tL1; H. A. liE,ftZ, 9th IWl courier ani ved and departed. 
O.o1ooel,BDB Qd LtOol JElIIIIS, QlJI.lfG DA. Special seotor, 
azrived and departed, for liaison visit. LtOol H~ 
PRBS!'OR, 5-3, !'G 79.4 to 18 t liar Div tor plann1n8 
canteren.oe. Capt J. E. ])ICED1St G-3 representative, 
9th MlB departed. . 

01& 79.4 to III MA' for liaison visit. 

LtQol H. PRESTON, 5-:5, 'J!G·79.4 to 1st MAr DiT for 
planning oonferenoe Operation SHELBYVILLE. ClfG 79.4 
and J,tCol B. PlUilS!L'OIf, s-" !C 79.4 to .I~I la, tor 
118i.onvi8:l.tOOace~n1l1S Qpe1'&i1on 5HELBYVlLlB. 

Oolonel J. A. ETHERIDGE, prospective CotS, 9th !AB, 
arrived and departed, for liaison visit. Capt P. J. 
~ aboard as relief tor llajor R. II. BROWD, Ill, 
S~4, TG 79.4. IsiLt i. J. MAJiIZ, 9th MlBoour1er, 
arr1.,ed and departed. 'Li J. D. WBJ, .lJSA, Q~JG DA. 
Spe01al Sector, Lt !BAN 1ClJI.IBS, .tift Liaison O/ficer, 
QUUG Dl Speoial Sec __ or"depart&d. 

BL! 1/3 oOllduoted a be11borne withdrawal trom BALL1S!+C 
CSlRGE AOA. &I1d a heliborne assault into the SBLBYVILIB 
operatinB area. 
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24 Sep 1967 

2; Sep 1967 

26 Sep 1967 

·27 Sep 1967 

2& Sep 1967 
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OPCON of elemente of tiLF ALb',i;. (BL'l' 1/3 Flvd) was passed to CG III MAF and on to CO 1st Marines. 

Reft CTG 16.4 210556z Sep67 
CG III MAP 21l2l4Z ~ep61 

OPOON of BMM-163 was passed to CG In 1'.1\1" and on to CG 
1st MAW .. 

Ret. CTG 76.4 210556Z Sep61 
. OG III MAi 211214Z Sep67 

O!G 79.4 to III MAP for liaison visit. 

~ 79.4 to III MAP and 1st Mar Div for liaison visit •. LtOola. H. 6'l!EWARr, CEO, 9th MA.B, arrived and departed, tor l1a1aQD vi.it. 

O!G 79.4 to III ~, for liaison visit. 

O!G 79.4 to III.' for liaison visit. 

LtOoll. PDS'l0l, S-}, TG 79.4 to III KAF for liaison T:l8:lt. LtOol I. I. iD1P6ON reported aboard for duty with'lG 79.4. . . 

OJOQI ot Jl4' 1/' and "'16~ passed to OTG 79.4. 
Bet. OG III HU' 271'40Z hp67 

OG III MAl 2815261 Sep67 

LtOol 3. DW:tJ, _PQrted aboard tor duty with TG 79.4. , llajor W .1.. ala, Ord.naAOe Offioer, 9th NAB, Major J~ P. O1ITOJ, G-4 z:epz:e •• nta Uft, 9th M6.B and Capt C 4. WID., . 3r., A'3Utut, 9th.1 aboard for liaison visit. ~. 

CXIIlIfiif!BI'Ur wmwt., OperatioA JA.LLlSTIC CHARGEo 

let. OC»tSBVU.I!BnT 290006Z Sep67 

O!~ 79.4, LtOol B. PJUmOl, S.', TG 79.4, LtCol J • . DWlI, l.a'U~t 1.. II, ZWlOl &Ad 0JI4r rosTER, (fG 76.4 to 
,4 Ifu Db' for l:1.a1l0A T~t. 0.1'1; Ct WIEJ)EB, Jr., 
A~, 9th.J deparif4.Qapt " H. MOBGA!J, USB, 
Jlt4~10ttiO;e:lt, 9"h HU,L. ,-mIT, MC, USN aboard for 11&1.04 T1.1i. Capt J .1,.DBSDlIlI, ISO, 9th MlB 
aboud for U.&1IOA Ti81t.-
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PART IV 

CIIRQIQW~Y Olr:SVProRTIlfG;'~ 

~G 76.4 Ol0952Z Sep61 
'±"QG III MAP' Ol0456Z Sep6i 
3 CG 3d Mar Div 021430Z Sep61 
i-CTG 19.4 030300Z Sep67 
~-CTG 79.4 040850Z Sep67 
~G 79.4 080340Z Sep67 
7 CTG 79.4 081420Z Sep67 
9 CG ~d Mar Div 09l329Z Sep67 
L~pMSEVENTHFLT lOO542Z Sep67 
~ C~EVENTBFLT lllO;6Z Sep67 
" CTG 76.4 2l0556ZSep67 
~,CG III MAP' 2112l4Z Se:,;67 
J,LQg III MAF 27l340Z Sep67 
!tJ}!} III MAF 28l526Z Sep61 
~OHSEVENTHFur 290006Z Sep67 

Command Chronology, 4t "7 
Command Chronology , 1- 4- £y , 7 

Command Chronology I 9-.50 ~ to 7 

CTG 79.4 After Action Report, BEACOli PODT / '-I 0 ~ ~? 

CTG 79.4 After Action Report, BlLLISTIC CHARGE,I'-.2"1's.,."7 
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SECRET-NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of enclosures (1) through (4) 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, ~EVENTH Fleet 

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation BEACON POINT 

Enel: 

t I~' ~,I ' 

(1) 'Commander Task Group 79.4, After Action Report, m:ACON POINT I." 
(2j' HMM-362, After Action Report, BEACON POINT, 
(3 . BLT 1/3, After Action Report, BEACON POINT. j.O: c ,." 

(4 . Operations Overlay BEACON POINT 

1. Enclosure (1) contains the Commander Task Group 79.4's After Action 
Report for Operation BEACON POINT. 

2. Enclosures (2) through (4) amplify enclosure (1). 

DI~)TRIBUTION : 

TG 19.4 Cmd Chronology 
CG 9th MAB 
CTG 79.4 
CTG 76.4 
COMNAVFORV 
CTG 79.5 
HMM 163 
BLT 1/3 
CG 3rd lfJarDiv 
CG 1st MarDi v 

COpy # 
1-15 
16-40 
41 
42-44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
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SECREr-NOFORN . 

COMBAT AFTER AC'.l'ION REPORT, OPEHATION BEACON POINT 

Map reference: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, AMS Series L7014, Sheet 6442 II. 

1. GENERAL 

a. Operation BEACON POINT was aunilateral amphibious operation using both 
waterborne and heliborne assault forces. The operation waS conducted in accord­
ance with NWP-22(B). 

b. The operation was conducted in the HUONG DlEN AND \iUANG DIEN THIEN 
Districts, THOA THIEN Province, which is loca~ed in Northern I CTZ, RE~UBLIC 
OF VIETNAM. 

c. Inclusive dates of Operation BEACON POINT were 1-10 September 1967. 
Operational control of Task Group 79.4 was passed to an "in country" commander 
during the pperation. 

(1) At Ol0100H September 1967 a heliborne assault force landed in 
LZ SPARROW and a waterborne assault force ~de a simultaneous landing over 
GREEN BEACH. 

(2) BLT 1/3 participated in Operation FREMONT commencing at o60600H 
September 1967. 

(3) The Commander Amphibious Task Group 76.4 reembarked Co Band Btry 
A, 1/12 of BLT 1/3 during the evening of 5 September 1967 and debarked Co B at 
COL CO Ramp vicinity YD 827314 on the morning of 6 September 1967. 

(4) BLT 1/3 was re-embarked on board ships of Amphibious Heady Group 
ALPA on 9 September 1967 and Operation BEACON POINT was terminated on 10 
September 1967. 

2. TASK ORGANIZATION. 

Task Group 79.4 

BLT 1/3 

HMM-362 

3 • INrl'E11IG~NCE 

a. Terrain 

Colonel J. A. CONWAY 

LtCo1 A. I. THOMAS 

LtCol N. J. KAP1"fAN 

(1) General. The amphibious objective area was a portion of the sea­
ward margin of the central coastal lowlands and delta plain. It consists of 
low lying, often flooded, poorly drained land. It is compartmented by three 
segments of terrain all generally aligned with the coast and parallelinB one 
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another. They progress inland from gently rolling sandy beaches and sand dunes, 
to an area of rice cultivation and dry land crops, to an open sandy area con­
sisting of five lakes, or pools, running parallel northwest and southeast. 

(2) Relief. The area from tho coast to about 4000 meters inland is 
characterized bJ' flat to gently rolling sandy beaches with some steep dunes 
averaging 2-3 meters with a maximum of 10 meters. '.L'he area behind IJh:~ beach 
consists primarily of poorly drained level areas of wetland cultivation and 
dry crops. 'l'he local relief is generll lly less than 20 meters with slopes less 
than three per cent. 'l'he most prominent relief features are the dike~i and roach; 
which separate the rice lJadt!jcLl. 

(3) Beach ;Jtudy. 'l'he northorn c~nrl I'or the beach is 10c!lterj ,,1; Hio 
43'20 1lN 1070 25'25"1: (U'l'l'rl yl) 5(2499) and it runs southeast to 16°39'10"N 107°30'OO"E 
(U'l'M YD 666432). The beach is stral.ght and is 10,800 meterEl lone_ All of the 
beach is usable. The width of the beach is (.>:2 to 'c:.', J motel'i; ',{ide at high \Vater 
and 91 to 291 meters wide at low water. The gradient of the beach 1:3 h 1) to 
1:75 low water to high water, 1:10 to 1:15 high water zone. The beach is com­
posed of fine white sand. It is firm when wet. Traflicability is fair to poor 
when ".,et and poor when dr.Y. Bxi ts are cross countr'y along numerous trails 
throughout the countryside. The area directly behind the beach is covored with 
sand dunes having a maximum height of 10 meters. Huts, cemeteries, and religious 
pagodas are scattered throuehout the area. ~ 

b. EnE~.rrJ"y"._0_~t.l.!a.t.:! . .c>.n .• 'l'he unitB that had normall.y otJ"ratf!d. c:i.rt,ct.ly in tlJe 
assigned amphibious objective area were the 802nd lilain l"orce Bn, the 806th 
NVA Hn, and the 011) and GllL! Local l"orce Co's. '.rotal strength of th(~Ge four 
units wns es I..imated at nbout JSO r'1en. uthere1emenb; of Lhr~ 6th LVii dO[:'o 

occaeionally operated in the surnn n.recl. This unit had the c8.[xl.bility to 
reinforce any units in the objective area. 

c. Order .o.r. .Battle 

Unit 
". 

806th NVA En 

802nd MF En 

Location ~trength 

YD 5741 215 

.' 
YD 5342 215 

2 

\/eapons 

3 - 81IIll'l mortars 
6 - 60rn.':1 mortars 
3 - heavy machine guns (12, 7) 
3 - 75mm recoilless rifles 
4 - B-90 rocket launchers 

12 - E-40 rocket launchers 
29 - automatic rifles 

12 - 60mm mortars 
2 - 75mm recoillc(lG 1'i fles 
3 57mm recoilless dLlco 
6 - B-90 rocket lawlChers 

10 - B-40 rocket launchers 
6 - antiaircraft guns 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
;:;.t~CH.D'1'-:NUli'uH1J 

DECLASSIFIED 



SECRE.~ -NOFORN 

Unit Location 

C113 LF Co YD 5245 

C114 LF Co YD 5345 

d. Enemy Contact 

DECLASSIFIED 

Strength 

60 

50 

Weapons 

1 - 81mm mortar 
2 - 60mrn mortars 
6 - automatic rifles 

12 - submachine guns 

2 - 60mn: mortars 
9 - automatic rifles 

(1) On D-day the waterborne forces made an unopposed landing over GllliEN 
BEACH. The heliborne forces landed in LZ SPARROW and received light ;;;rlJ..pe:.. 
fire. Throughout the day many surprise firing devices were encountered and 
friendly units received light sporadic enemy sniper fire. On D+l and ~2 
surprise firing devices and sniper fire continued to be encountered. Two 
units came under 60mm mortar fire and received a total of 12 rounds. Caches 
of rice totalling 35~ tons were discovered. On D+3 the enemy sit~ation re­
mained the same as the 3 previous days. Cumulative enemy losses for Operation 
BEACON POll~T were 2 KIA confirmed, 1 KIA probable, and 25 detainees. 

(2) Helos received small arms fire througho'lt the operation. A total 
of 5 he los rece i ved hits; all BUS tained minor damnce. 

e. WeathEtr. Partly cloudy weather and occasional shmvers prevailed in the 
area. IIlhe visjbtl it.v was excellent except during periods of precipitation. 
Winds weN' prevalent from the SWat about 8-12 knots. The temperature was 84-
80 0 }<'. 

4. Im.i~IOH. As directed by COI·~b;VElit.i.'lll<'Ltr msg 240328Z Aug67 (Initiating 
Directive), the mission assigned to the CATF (CTC 76.4) and eLF (CTG 79.4) 
was IIWhen directed, conduct Fl. search and de~,troy amphibious operation against 
VC/NYA forces in the amphibious objective area in THUA THIEN Province of I CT~ 
or other operations as agreed 'lpon vii th CG III J.1A}1' or his des ignated representa­
tive". 

5 • CONGEP'r OJ!' OPERA'I' IOl'~ 

a. Operation BEACON POll'l'f as directed by COM.::iEVEl'l'rHFLT '''as an unilateral 
amphibious operation conducted by TG 76.4/79.4. The operation waS planned for 
a 4-5 day period of search and destroy operations commencing with waterborne 
and heliborne assault landings. 

b. The purpose of the operation waS to prevent the Viet Cong from using 
the objective area as a base of operations from which they could disrupt tho 
fietnamese national elections. Initially, the inherent mobility of TG 79.4 
was to be used to the maximum ext~nt possible to insure a rapi(; butld up ')f 
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combat power ashore, thereby gaining surprise and fire superiority by shock 
action. Subsequently, aggressive search and destroy operations were to be 
conducted within the AOA. 

c. Employment of supporting arms WaS an essential part of this conce[Jt. 
Fire support was to be provided by the artillery organic to the B1T and the 
naval gunfire ships UaS WAWRON (DD-699) and USB ROBlli0l1 (DDG-12). Close air 
support was to be on station during the assault landings. 

d. crG 76.4 was to CHOP OPCON of required elements of TG 79.4 to an "in 
country" commander as mutually agreed upon between CATF (CTG 76.4) and CG 
III MAF for further employment in conjunction with operations as required. 

e. The concept of operations included the following: L-hour and H-hour 
were scheduled concurrently; landing zones were to be prepared by fire; fire 
support for GREEN BEACH was prearranged on call. 

6 • EXECU'l' ION 

a. Opera tion BBACON .POINT as directed by Cm1..i.tc:VEN'.rHFL'l' was executed in 
accordance \'lith C'l'G 76.4 OP ORlJER 310-67 and C1'G 79.4 01' PLAN 1201\-67 
supplemented by eTG 79.4 frag orders for operations in th:. amphibious objec- _ 
tive area. • 

(1) D-day was established as 1 September 1967 with L-hour and H-hour 
at 0700H. 

(2) TG 79.4 landed its waterborne and heliborne assault forces at 
010700H and by 011025H ~eptember 1967 BLT 1/3 was established ashore and 
conducting operations as required. CLF assumed responsibility for control 
and coordination of supporting arms effective 011800H September 1967. 

(~) Due to an acuie holicopter shortage in I e'l'~;, C'l'G 79.4 was directed 
tc, pass JPCON of mr-362 to CG III HAF effective 041800H. OPCON of ID:iM-362 was 
returned to e1'G 79.4 at 072200H :.:>eptember 1967. 

(3) liurine the period 041800H ~e ~tember 1967 to 072200H Se pternber 
1967 when eTG 79.4 controlled neither the BL'J.' nor the helicopter squadron, 
TG 79.4 remained under the OPCON of CG 3d Nar Div. 

(4) On 8 September 1967 HMM-163 replaced HMN-362 as 'l'G 79.4's heli­
copter squadron. 

(j) Ol)CON of BL'I.' 1/5 "TaG chopped to C'l'G 79.4 at 091520H ~eptElmber 1967 
and OPCOH of 'l'G 79.4 was pi.wsed to CG III 11A.b' and C'l'G 76.4 concurrently aL 
100800H ~eptember 1967. 

7. HEJULT0. Enclosures (2) and (3). 
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8. eOMl·~NDER.':.i AliALY~. This analysis is limited to matters at TG 79.4 level. 
mlp and flQUao"Y'on com ... nanders I analyses are contained in their respective reports, 
enclosureu (2) and (5). 

a. Planning 

(1) On 19 August 1967 eTG 79.4 and staff flew from NA~ CUBI POINT, 
R.P. to VIETNAM in order to attend a 3d Mar Div planning conference. A second 
planning conference held at III MAF headquarters on 29 August was also attended 
by CTG 79.4 and his staff. 

(2) Additiona] planning conferences were held at the 3d filar JJiv 
headquarters, 1st ARVN Divi~ion headquarters and the 4th Marines CP on 30 August 
1967 and again at the 3d Mar Div headquarters on 31 August. 

(3) TG 79.4 planning was continuous and was conducted concurrently 
with the TG 76.4 staff. During the planning phase the following steps were 
aocompLLshed: 

(a) Maps, aerial photography, area analysis and enemy order of 
battle were obtained. Aerial reconnaissance of the proposed AOk was requested 
and obtained prior to commencement of the operation. 

(b) Current intelligence was obtained from various "in country" 
sources, principally 3d Har Div. 

(0) Arrangements were made for processing and evacuation of ves, 
refugees, civilian casualties and captured materiel. 

(d) Arrangements were made for obtaining rrT teams, CrT personnel, 
APT teams, interpreters and a Popular Force squad to assist in the operation. 

(e) Logistic support procedures were arranged. 

(f) Radio frequencies were obtained and the communication operating 
instructions (COl) was published. 

(g) The AOA was discussed, agreed upon and comrrland relationships 
were finalized. 

(h) Two naval gunfire ships and on station close air support were 

(i) Arrangements were made for additional helicopter support con~ 
sisting of two armed and one unarmed UH-LE. 

(j) Arrangements were made to exchange liaison parties with the 
1st AHVlI Division and to recej,ve naval gunfire and district chief liaison dffice:rs. 
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b. Command Relationship!. Operation BEACON POINT was a Wlilateral 
amphibious operation with oommand relationships in acoordanoe with NWF-22(B). 
liespoll8ibil1 ty t9r control and ooordination of supporting arms was assumed by 
OLP e1'1'eotive 01l800H September 1961. OPCON ot' TG 79.4 was passed to an It in 
country!! commander during the operation. At 011800H September 1967 CTG 76.4 
passed OPCQN ot TG 19.4 CG III MAr (OTG 16.4 010952Z Sep61). OG III MAr 
simultaneously 'passed OPCON of 'l'G 79.4 to CG ,d Mar Div (OG III MAF Ol0456z 
~ep67). CG 3d Mar Div directed CTG 79.4 to pass OPCON of BLT 1/3 to CO 4th Marines 
at 030800H September 1961' while retaining oontrol of OTG 19.4 (OG 3d Mar 
Div 021430 Sep67). CTG 79.4 passed OPCO! of HMM-362 to III MAl effeotive 
041800H (CTG 79.4 04,353Z Sep67). OPeO! of BMM~362 was assumed byeTG 79.4 
at 012200H(CTG 79.4 080340Z Sep67) and was finally passed to CG 1st MAW at 
080100B September 1961 (eTG 79.4 080'40 ~ep67). At 08l159Z O~G 79.4 assumed 
OPCON of BMM-16, vhioh replaoed HMM-362 by normal intra-theatherrotation 
(CTG 19.4 081420Z Sep61). OroON of BIn! 1/3 was returned to GiG 7~.4 at 
091530H (eG 3d Mar Div 091329Z·Sep67). Finally, OPCON ot TG 79.4 was trane-
tered to CG III'HAP and to CTG 76.4 ooncUrrently at 100800H September 1961 
(CG 3d MarDiv Q91,01Z Sep67 and CG III MAF lOO158Z Sep61). COMSEVEN'l!HFLT 
terminated Operation BEACON POINT on 10 September (COMSEVEBTHFLT 100542 Sep67). 

o. IntelligeAce 

(1) Prior to Operation WCON pom arrangements were made with III 
MAr and CG 3d Mar Div tor area studies, special intelligence studies and 
aerial photos. Also CO 4th Marines furnished up to date information concerning 
the amphibious objective area. AU81Dentation perscnnel in the tom ot ITT, 
APr, interpreters, and CIT were requested along with reward funds. 

. (a) ITT. An interrogation translation sub .. team consisting of 
two Marine interpreter/translators and one Vietnamese interpreter were furnished 
tr~ }d ~T. This sub-team operated with the intelligence section of the BLT. 

(b) APT. An armed propaganda team of squad size was furnished. 
It oonsisted'ot 3 Marines and 10 Vietnamese, This team was 1'urther broken 
down intc 3 sub-teams and one was plaoed with eaoh of the three assault 
oompanies. ' 

(c) Interpreters. Six interpreters' were requested but only three 
were f'ul:nished due to the shortage cf trained personnel within the division. 
However, by USing the interpreters aSsignt:!d to the APT and ITT, TG 19.4 had 
the equivalent ot. 6 interpreters. A total of 6 interpreters are required in 
order to take advantage of iAtormation with an immediate taotical value • 

• 
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(d) CIT. TG 79.4 was also aupsnted with 1 member of a oounter 
illielli6enoe team and with a.n illtellisen.ce analyst. !rheae men. worked in 
oonjunotion with the illterrosation translation te~ in the BLT intelligenoe 
seotion. 

,(e) Reward Fund! A total of 10,000 piasters W&I provided from 
the 34 Mar J)iv reward fund. ,This was distributed to the oompanies for use in 
obtaining information concerning the location of mines, surprise firi,ne de­
vioes and possible !VA/ve weapon looations. 

(1) .Nav.l gunfire support for Operation BEACON POINT was provided by 
the following ships I 

I 

USB WALDRON (DD-699) - direot support , . 

uss aOB.I50N (D:OO-12) - direct support 

Javal gunfire preparation fires were del1vered on the periphery of LZ SPABROW. 
Prep f1res ran from L-40 to L-5. All fires were observed and oontrolled by 
an airborne spotter. During,'the prep fires, USS WALDRON expended 133 rounds 
and the USB ROBISON 62, totaline 215 rounds. USSROBISON was released, as 
800n as the l05mm battery was ashore (0930 on D-day). USB WALDRON oontinued 
in 412'8ot support firing 12 rounds of 5&1 during the night. In the at'ternoon 
ot ])+2 usa WALDROlJ was reassigned and given another "ill oountry" mission 
which terminated all navalaunfire support for this operation. 

(2) Close air support was provided by 1st MAW. !rhe VMO-6 detachment 
of armed and unarmed UH-lE's performed missions of helo esoort, suppressive 
f1res,TAC(a), ahd TAO throUihout the operation ill an effective manner. 
~, " , . . 

(3) A~t111er,y suppo,t was provided by the 105mm howitzer battery 
organio to the BLT. The 4.2 battery was not utilized. Support consisted of 
13 observed missions, and 94 B&I's'totaling 434 rounds expended. ' 

(4) Ooordination of supporting arms was oontrolled by CATF until 1800 
on D-day. Once passed to CLf, the faoilities of SAAC were utilized for co­
ord:bMt':!;onand oQll.t:z,o~19f fire. U':te,!! ~~~p of BLT 1/3 to'the 4th Marines, 
CLF passed fire support ooordination and oontrol to the CO, 4th Marines. 

e. Losistios 

(1) lnital liaieon was oonduoted with 3d ·Mar Div p~ior to the oom­
menoement of Operation BEACON pom ill order to establish and coordinah 
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logistic support from "in country" sourceS. The login tj,c support area (L~A) 
esta.blished a.t the 4th Marines CP was designated as the primary rf)sU1Jply point 
for the SLF during the operation. Additional liaison was made with the 4th 
Marines in order to work out specific details concerning the support to be 
furnished. Arrang~ments were made to draw Class I, III, IV, V and limit~d 
Clasu 11 (consuma. bles only) from the L::lA. Fllther lop,istic rm]lport \Vas pro­
vided frorfJ :mpplies and equipment embarked aboard AIlGj:. .. ilJF shipping. 

(2) In order to provide for necessary coordination, a detachment from 
the Shore l'arty Platoon waS positioned at the iliA on D-l. 'rhese personnel 
received daiLY resupply requests from units of the BLT, drew required sup~lies 
from supply dumps and loaded ~esupply helicopters. In order to insure com­
plete coordination of the logistic support effort, cOr:1municntions were 
established between the Shore Party detachl1ent at the LbA, t:(~ B1'l' ::1-4 located 
in the field and TAe LOG groups aboard the ships of th', ARGj.i.:ilJi" shipping. 

(3) Resupply ,,,as by unit distribution from the LBA usine UH-34 heli­
copters. An exception to this VlaS the resupply of l05mm art il i ery ammunition 
which was accomplished by LVr.r from the LPn. This was done in orn~r to reduce 
the total amount of resupt>ly to be lifted by helicopter. lk unusual difficul­
ties in resupply were encountered. 

(I) AD TG 79.4 casualties were evacuated, to the .LPlr, '·Tllieh W!:H.l d(')s:i (r,na tod 
tUlLlw Oat;\l~l~.Y ,Evacuation Contro,l Spip (0:J;.;C8)~hIA's \Wil0 J..'urth')r eva.cuatull .. 
to Gr'Hv0s i Ht'lgj !:ltration~\'JeLi(m, 1st }Jed Bn, J).1l. l~A!~G. _ 

(5) Civilian nnd VC;3 casualties ",ere evacuated to the 4th Marines CP 
for treatment and int~rrogation. If required, further evacuation to the RVN 
hospital in HUE had been arranged. 

(6) After interrogation at the 131'r level b.>' attached I'r'if and APT 
personnel, detainees were evacua te(; to the 4 th Marines POW compound. 

(7) Nore than 35 tons of rice Here captured by the BLT. After the 
rice was bagged, it was evacuated to the L:;)A for further disposition. Approx­
imately 21 tom, of rice were evacwited. This was a very time consuming process. 
After the advance of the BLT had been held up for two days because of the 
evacuation of rice, CG 3d Mar Div ordered the remaining rice destroyed to allow 
the BUr to contin~e its movement. 

f. Casualty Reporting. Casualty reportine was conducted in accordance 
with current directives. The CHCC ALFA was located aboard the US.:.! OKINAWA 
(L1:'H-3), which was deSignated the CECS. A BLT med.ical representative was 
positioned at 3d Med Bn, PHD BAI to collect and pass information on BLT 1/3 
casualties to the CRCC. No problems were experienced during the operation 
concerninr, handlinf, of casualties. The follmvine is a breakdown of c8flUalties: 

Operation BEACON .PULH'l' KIA/ IA (It.; ).1 Iii (J.E) 

BUl' 1/3 2 26 8 
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KIA 

o 

o 

o 

o 

2 

WIA(E) WIA(NE) 

o 

o 

2 

1 

~ 

;2 

1 

o 

1 

o 

o 

10 

NON-HOSTILE 

o 

o 

13 

o 

o 

41 

.s. Civic Action, No major civic action proeram was conducted because 
at the tactical situation. The objective area was designated as a free 
fire ZODS and civilians had been previously evacuated from the area by 
government foroes. Refugees were evac~ted to the 4th Marines CP for inter­
views and further relooation by "in OOt1ntry" personnel. 

h. j§,Q. A photographer was sent ashore with Co D, BLT l/~ to provide 
photograPhic oov,rage. 

i. Cgmml1n1 cations 

(1) The following nets were entered or established during Operation 
. BEACON POIliT. 

-.:;.~;:;:;.;..~. Covered!H voice between 3d Mar Div and CTG 
Other units on this net were: CTG 79.5, 3d, 

• 
(b) SLl Tac #1. FM voioe radio beween CTG 19.4 and BLT 1/3 

(direot oommunioation was not possible on this net, and an AN/MRC 109 was 
needed as a reila,y; station' on GREEN BEACH). . 

(o),'!'SC Net. PM voice radio between CTG 19.4, BLT 1/3 FSO, 
Btry A, 1/12 and the 4th Marines )'SCO for fire support coordination. 

(d) TAC LOG. FM volna radio between all ships of the ARG/SLF, the 
6-4 ot BLT 11'5, and. the LSA for logistio support., 

(e) III MAF Cmd#2. Covered radio teletype (RATT, 60 WPM) on 
III MAF oircuit. Available OIl this net were III MAr, 3d Mar Div, and CT; 
79.5 (Orestes Crypto System). 
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(f) 4th Marines TAG #1. After the chop of BLT 1/3 to the 4th 
Marines, CTG 79.4 monitored this net. 

(g) Div Cmd #1. CTG 79.4 activated this net with 3d Mar Div for 
administrative traffic for a short period of time. 

(2) Communications during Operation BEACON POINT ranged from poor to 
very good. CTG 79.4 did not have positive, reliable communications with the 
BLT over the SLF ~C #1 during a portion of the second day. During this 
period various alternate means of communicating with the BLT were available 
includins the TAC LOG and the ~C nets. Communications werere-established 
over the SLF TAC #1 by placing a radio jeep (AN/MRC-l09) at GREEN BEACH and 
using it as a relay station. 

(3) Mutual interference between the various VHF/FMradios located on 
board the USS OKINAWA required extensive use of alternate frequencies, 'dhen 
the alternate frequency also resulted in mutual interference, it was often 
found that shifting back to the original frequency apparently elimimltod the 
problem. No conclusions were reached concerning the specific causes of the 
frequency interference problems. Contributing factors appear to be the 
antenna configuration of the ship and the saturation of the area of operations 
with radios operating in the VHF frequency range. Strict adherence to the 
retransmission interference charts should help reduce mutual interference 
problems in future operations. 

(4) Communications security continues to persist as a major problem 
area. There is no adequate method of passing sensitive information between 
the SLF and BLT commandero using available communicatjons equipment. The 
terrain, the heavy lift requirement and the general unreliable operation of 
the AN/MRC-I09/110 (KY-8) secure voice systems continue to preclude reliance 
on this capability for exchanging sensitive information. A second method, 
that of using crypto code sheets (KAK, ~X/T~EC) has been attempted during 
this and recent operations. l'his method is time: consuming, cumbersome and 
general~ unsuitable for use in a fast moving tactical situationo Radio 
operators continually attempt to avoid using the KAK, :PX/~~EC by relying on 
previously used brevity codes which have a high probability of haVing been 
compromised. This problem area is clearly recognized and positive steps 
are being taken to correct operator abuses. However, the general problem 
of exchanging sensitive information between field commanders is serious and 
continues to remain with USo 

9. The following comments are included on subordinate commanders combat after 
action reports: 

a. HNM-362 After Action Report 

(1) Paragraph 2b. !.aut sentence should read "U::;ti DULU'l'H (LPD-6)" 
vice "USS HE]RMITAGE", 

Ell Cl ,0.)\1 .'(;~ (1) 
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(2) Paragraph 2f. The recommendation has merit. There appears to be 
a need for members of the Shore Party Bn (H0T teams) to be schooled in the four 
areas listed. To be of value the instruction should consist principally of 
practical application in various terrain tynes. In TG 79.4, after each operation, 
squadron and HST personnel discuss problem areas in order to develop workable. 
solutions. 

b. BL'l' 1/3 After Action Heport 

(1) :Paragraph 11. Concur with the COJlunents as stated. During the 
planning phase of future o~rations specific arrangements will be made for 
the r~moval of large quantities of food or weapons which might be captured. 
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COMBAT AFfER ACTION REPORT, OPERA~ION BALLISTIC CHARGE/S~LBYVILLE 

Map reference: VIETNAM, 1:50,000; AMB Series L7014, Sheets )640 I and II 
(BALLI~TIC CHARGE) j Sheet 6640 IV (~lfr!l.,BYVll.,LE). 

a. Operation BALLljrIC CHARGE was a.unilateral amphibious operation 
USing both waterborne and he1iborne assault forces. The operation was 
conducted in accordance with NWP-22(B}. . , 

b •. " The operation was conducted in the DUY XUYEN, Ici.UB ;JON and DIEN BAN 
Dis'tricts,' QUANG NAM Province which is 'located in southern I CTZ, REPUBLIC 
OF VIETNAM. 

. c. IncluSive dates of Operation BALLI~TIC CHARGE were 16-29 ~eptember. 
Operational control of elements of SLF A~~, that is, BLT 1/3 and HMM-163 
was passed to "in country" commanders during Operation bHELBYVILLE. 

(1) At l60100H a waterborne assault force landed over RED ~CH. 
At 160709H heliborne assault forces landed in LZ GOOSE (alternate) after a 
9 minute delay for additional air preparation of the L~. 

(2) At 220900H elements of BVr 1/3 conducted a heliborne withdrawal 
from the BALLTh'rIC CHARGE AOA and L:, holibornealJ:::mult into the SHELBYVILlli 
operating area. 

(3) lHements of BLT 1/3 partiCipated in Operatio!l SIlliLBYVILLE from 
22 September to 28 September 1967. HMM-163 provided support as directed 
by 1st MAW from 23 September until 28 ~eptember 1967. TG 79.4 provided 
helicopter, communications and administrative support.for BL~ 1/3 during 
Operat:i,on ,Sm;LBYVILLE. '. 

(4) blements of Hlll' 1/3 were re-embadcecl on Lour-a ships of ARG/ ' 
.,L}' A Ll!'J; on 28 ~e}Jtumbur 196'( and Operation &LLlj;J'rrC C1:U',rllI.e.: was termin-
ated on 29 bcptember 1967. 

2. TASK OUGl'I lliI:t.ilTION 

a. Operation BALLIbTIC 

Task Group 79.4 

BLT 1/3 

HMl'1-l63 

Det, VMO-6 

Det, VMO-2 

GllAHGB 

(UH-lE) 

(UH-lE) 

1 

ColonelJ. A. CONwAY 

LtCol A. 1. THOMA~ 

LtCol W. C. KELLY 
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b. Operation :JHELBYVILLE 

Ta.sk Group 79.4 

a. Terrain 

DECLASSIFIED 

Colonel J. A. CONWAY 

(1) General. The amphibious objective area was a portion of the sea­
ward margin of the central flat coastal lowlands. It is compartmented into 
riceland cultiva.tion and open sandy areaS. Numerous villages lie scattered 
throughout the area. 

(~) Relief. The coastal lowlands consist of rolling plains with 
local relief less than 25 meters and slopes of 3% or less. 

(3) Beach StuQy. The northern end of the available beach is located 
at 15 0 52' 48" N, 1080 24' 18" E (UTM BT 220565) and runs southeast to 150 

45' N, 1080 27' 06" .i!: (UTN BT 269427). The beach is slightly concave and is 
8.2 nautical miles long. All of the beach is usable. The beach is seventy 
to one hundred sixty meters wide at low water and thirty five to ninty meters 
wide at high water. The,gradient is 1:25 to 1:50 low water to high water 
and 1:15 at the high water zoneo The seasho~ bottom slopes moderate to 
flat shoreward of the 3 fathom depth contour. The tide fluctuates from 5.6 
feet to 2.2 reet. Maximum rise is )04 feeto The currents generally flow 
parallel to the coast at moderate speeds but at times may reach maximum 
speeds of two to three knots. The beach is composed of white sand. The 
sand is firm when wet, soft when dry. Coastal Highway # 1 runs northwest 
and southeast to within eight and one tenth miles and three and five tenths 
miles of the beach. Terrain immediate~ behind the beach consists of sand 
dunes with brush and trees. Rice paddies lie directly behind, and extend 
to the TRUONG G lANG River. 

b. Enesy Situation. The units that normally operated directly in the 
area of operations were the V26 Local Force Company, Which ia a part of the 
V25 Local Force Battalion, and the Ql2 Local Force Co~pany. Strength of 
these two units totaled approximately 150 men. It had been reported by dif­
ferent sources that this particular area was still being used by the V4 ~~in 
Force Company (sapper) as a training area to train elements of the V25 in 
sapper tactics. The remaining elements of the V25, K5l Local Force Company, 
and units of the 3d NVA Regiment were believed to be in close proximity and 
were capable of reinforcing the two local force companies in the amphibious 
objeotive area within a six hour period. 

c. Order of Battle 
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,V26 lrF Co 
Ql2 LF Co 

DECLASSIFIED 

LocatiQA 

:aT 202508 
:a~ 194544 

Strength 

75 
75 

Weapons* 

UDk 
2 - 60mm mortar 

*Alth~ the exact weapons in each unit was unknOWlh the enemy was known to 

have :840 and :a90 rocket launchers in addition to automatic and serniauto­

matic weapons of different calibers. 

, 
d • Enem.y Contact 

(1) On D-day the waterborne assault units landed unopposed over 

RED BEAQR. The heliborne Ulli ts which landed ili LZ GOOSE received small arms 

fire. nuring the remainder of D-day sniper fire was received but no 

significant contact was mad,. Close air support was called on one enemy 

posi tior!. Company C found propaganda leaflets in English which had been 

left there a tew hours before their arrival. On DT1 Com~ B engaged an 

estiillated. 15 VC. Artilleq WILS called and the enemy broke contact. Light 

sniper tiire was reoeived 1jhroUBhout ,the ;.day. ,One ithousand •. pounds of rice 

was captured and appro~te~ 1000 punji stakes were found and destroyed. 

"" 

On ])+2 1~ght sniper fire was received and a few punji traps were encountered. 

The enem.,y probed fi'ieruily night defensive positions and in one instance, 

mortar fire was directed at an estimated 20 VC. On 1>+3 li8ht sniper fire 

was reced.ved but no eign$.f1cant enemy contact was made. Naval gunfire was 

called on 5 VC cari1'ing I!L mortar. On J>.t.4 light sniper fire was again 

received and a few surprise firing devices were encountered, however t no 

signifioant eneDQr conta,ct was made! On 1>+5 sniper fire was received and 

surprise firing deviQes' and two mines were encountered. The enemy pcobed 

the BLT's night defensive positions, howeve·:t'I'iaEt~in no significant contact 

was made.' On D+6 the heliborne assault forces received small arms fire 

while.landinB in LZ QUAIL;>tO,:.l1nitiate Operation SHELBYVILLE. 

(2) Anti Air. Helicopters received sporadic small arms fire 

throughout the operati9n. A total ot eight airoraft received hits, all 

with minor ~j'tI~~~~i':Of the helicopters returning to the ship with minor 

damages went into grOllnd resonance resulting in strike 4~Jti&'g§\J~~P'~.~;·~lrQas) 

:to "h$;l1l,l¥li~.9P~i;i;r '~1})linjury,'~o two;'\P~~~~
~iL,~.}~~wman. ' 

(3) Ene, Casualties. During Operation BALLL:lTIC CF.ARGE the enemy 

suffered 14 KIA confirmed), 12 KIA (probable), 3 VC PW, and 60 detainees. 

In61a'ded:lhthese~'totalJ3bU~~ioi.
~;'~ ;p$arinal;'Wii, ':&lJJ.', ,af:" tldn";~ or,t, 

···~f~rEi.'ori(i)·/Kih;\:(··r bhie)'> "i~~li:~A:!'~~'1'G ,79~:4t~"':·, 1:1('~;:'d~i . Bi!::':';:"~:~1.<:~if/'·' 
" .... ,., .... "'''.; "" ... );".~·.:,9..i'~'",,{,s'i~~~~""1"J.rr1~/'I!;Y:, ·:r. ft.,!,. < ", .. , ' 1'l;~:",'.. iI!\~~':'':r!f;+'~,. ("! 

weri3··;'hick.:~d)i'U~: by';:NAvy' ... 'p' a.tj,olY··O:rlii.ft·" ',: ,)In .. ! .•• ",\,j.. ;.,'" .".. " ' 
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4. MISSION 

a. BALLI::3TIC CHARGE. As directed by CO¥JiJEVENTHF1T 11l036z Sep61 
(Initiating Directive), the mission assigned to CATF and CLr' was "to con­
duct an amphibious operation to search out and destroy VC/NVA forces in 
the amphibious objective area or other ~operations as a:g~ed upon with CG 
III MAF or his designated representative. 1I 

" •.• 

b. :;j:EI8LBYVILW. As requested by CG III ¥lAF 210110Z Sep61, TG 16.4/ 
79.4 remained in support of Operation SHELBYVIL~. CG 1st Mar Div requested 
CTG 76.4/19.4 to helilift elemonts of BL'i' 1/, from the BALL1;;;l'lC CHARGE 
AOA and conduct a heliborne assault into the JHE1BYVI11E operating area. 

5 • CONCEPT OF OPERA l' IONS 

a. Operation BALLI:;)TIC CHARGE was to be a unilateral amphibious 
operation conducted by TG 16.4/19.4. The operation was planned for a 
five day search and destroy period commencing with a waterborne and heli­
borne assault landing. Initially the inherent mobility of 1U 79.4 was to 
be used to the maximum extent possible in order to insure a rapid build-up 
of combat power ashore, thereby gaining survrise and fire superiority by 
shock action. Subsequently, aggressive search and destroy operations were 
to be conducted within the amphibious objective area. Employment of sup­
porting arms was to be an esuential part of this concept Q :b'ire support was 
to be provided by the 4.2 11 mortar battery organic to the BLT and the 
naval gunfire ships U::iS WALDRON (DlJ 699), UO;:iS HOP.b;W~LL (DD-68l), and the 
U8S SMALL (DDR-838). TG 76.4/19.4 was to be prepared to chop OPCON of 
selected elements of BLT 1/3 to CG III ~~F, who, in turn was to pass OPCON 
to CG 1st Mar Div for further employment in Operation SHELBYVIL~ under 
OPCON of CO 1st Marines. The concept provided for landing two assault 
companies by waterborne means and one by helicopter. The reserve was to 
be landed by helicopter \,here needed. The beach and LZ ,fere to be pre­
pared by naval gunfire. In addition, the LZ was to be prepared by CAS. 

b. Operation SHELBYVILLE was to consist of a helicopter assault into 
the SHELBYVILLE operatirte area by elements of BLT 1/3. TG 16.4/79.4 ylere 
to remain in support of the BLT during Operation :;)lfr.}1BYVILllio 

6. EXECUTION 

a. BALLIS'l'IC CHARGE 

(1) Operation BALLL..iTIC CHARGE was executed in accordancG 1t/ith 
eTG 16.4 Operation Order 313-61 and CTG 79.4 OF PIAU 12~\-67 supplemented 
by CTG 79.4 frag orders for operations in the amphibious objective area. 

(2) D-Day was established as 16 September with H/L-hour at 0700H. 
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(3) TG 79.4 commenced landing its waterborne assault forces at 
160700H and heliborne assault forces at l60709H. The heliborne assault 
was delayed nine minutes for additional air prep of the LZ. By 160943H, 
the BLT was well established ashore. 

b • SHELBYV ILLE 

(1) On 21 September 1967, CTG 76.4/79.4 was requested to conduct 
a he1i1ift of elements of BLT 1/3 from the BALLI~TIC CHARGE AOA and 
oonduct a heliborne assault into the SHELBYVILLE area of operations. 

(2) The heliborne withdrawal commenced at 220705H and the heliborne 
assault in the LL;QUAILcommenced at 220730H (L-Hour). Co A, tanks, 4.2" 
mortar btry, and L~rs conducted an amphibious withdrawal to ships of the 
ARG/:3LF. At 221330H, Co A commenced landing in the SHJ!.;LBYVILLE area of 
operations as the reserve. Subsequent to the heliborne assault landing 
into the SHELBYVI~ area of operations, TG 76.4/79.4 continued to pro­
vide administrative, communications and logistical support of BL~ 1/3 for 
tho duration of the operation. 

8. RESULTS. Enclosures (2) and (3). 

9. COMMANDEllli ANALYS IS. This analysis is limited to rna tters at IrG 79.4 
level. BLT and squadron commanders' analyses are contained in their 
respective reports, enclosures (2) and (3). 

a • Planning 

(1) On 11, 12 and 13 September, CTG 79.4 accompanied by his 
Operations Officer and the Operations Officer of TG 76.4, made liaiSOn 
viSits to Hq III MAF to discuss the TG 76.4/79.4 readiness posture. 

(2) A planning conference for Operation BALLI~~IC CI~RG~/SHBLBYVILLE 
was attended by eTG 79.4, members of his staff, and representatives of CTG 
76.4 on 14 September 1967 at Hq 1st Mar Div. Additional planning conferences 
were held at Hq 1st Mar Div on 18, 19 and 20 September 1967. 

(3) TG 79.4 planning was continuous and was conducted concurrently 
with the 'l'G 76.4 staff. During the planning phase, the follO'l.ring steps 
were accomplished: 

(a) ¥~ps, aerial photography, area analysis and enemy order 
of battle were obtained. Aerial reconnaissance of the proposed AOA was 
requested and obtained prior to commencement of each operation. 

(b) Current intelligence was obtained from various "in country" 
sources, principally the 1st Mar Div. 
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(c) Arrangems Y1 ts wern made for processing and evacuation of PO~, i s, 
detainees, refugees, civilian casualties~ and captured materiel& 

(d) Arrangements were made for obtaining ITT teams~ CIT per~ 
sonne I , APr teams, interpreters and civil affairs personnel to assist in 
the operation. 

(e) Logistic support procedures were developed. 

(f) Radio frequencies were obtained and the communication 
operating instructions (COl) was published. 

(g) The AOA was discussed, agreed upon, and command relation­
ships were finalized. 

(h) Naval gunfire ships and close air support were requested. 

(i) Arrangements were made for additional helicopter support 
consisting of four armed and one unarmed UH-LE. 

(j) Arrangements were made to eXGhange liaison parties with the 
3dBn, 1st I·rat'ines am: th(~ ·LLJ;·.LG .ll1i :Jpocinl J8ctor Headquart'Jrs. 

(6) The extremely short period of time available for planning for 
Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE made it necessary for subordinate units of the TG 
to finalize many of their plans based on oral briefings and without the 
advantage of reference to a written frag order. 

b. COMMAND RELATIONSHIR:i. Operation BALLAl:lTIC CHARGE was a unilateral 
amphibious operation with command relationships in accordance with NW~-22 
(E). Responsibility for control and coordination of supporting arms was 
not assumed by the CLE'. OPCON of HMM-16, and selected elements of BLT 1/3 
was passed to "in country" commanders during Operation tiHELBYVILLl:!; 0 CTG 
76.4 passed OPCON of elements of SLF ALFA to CG III MAF (CTG 76.4 210556Z 
Sep67). CG III MAF Simultaneously passed OPCON of BLT 1/3 to CO 1st Marines 
(CG III MAF 211214Z). At 230001, CTG 76.4 passed OPCON of HMM-163 to CG 
III VlAF (CTG 76.4 210556Z Sep67). CG III MAP simultanf00usly passed OPCON 
HMM 163 to CG First MAW (CG III MU' 2112142 :3ep67). CG III hAl" chopped 
OPCON of BLT 1/3 to C1'G 79.4 upon commencement of re-embarkl"tion aboard 
ARG/SLF shipping at 281730H ::iep67 0 (CG III MAF 271340Z ;.)cp67), O.l'CON of 
HMM-163 was passed from III MAF to CTG 7904 .. -t; 281800H ~cp6'1 (UU III JllAl<' 
281526Z Sep67). COM;JEVENTHF1'l' terminated Operation EA.L.Ll~'.dC CHidtGt.; 011 

29Sep67 (C~lliE~rlWLT 290006z Sep67). 

c. Intelligence 

(1) Prior to Operation BALL~TIC CHARGE, arrangements were made with 
CG 1st Mar Div for acquisition of current intelligence. Augmentation 
personnel which included I'l1(r, APr and interpreters were requested, 

6 

~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ECRET-NOFORN 



., 

,-

DECLASSIFIED 

-SECUT-NOlOllN 

(a) ~. O.neMari.ne i.nte~tor and one South V:i.etnamese 
irltel'preter ve:re furni8hed by 1st Mar D1v. fhis subteam operated with the 
irltellisenoe seotion ot the B~. 

(b) m,. Armed propaganda te8JIUjJ, oonsi~tinB of tvo men eaoh, 
were plaoed with eaoh of the three assue,,1.~,;(J~i~~~'~~~:t,·(,,:;:;,: 

(0) In.terpreters. Alth01l8h six interpreters were requested, 
on11' five oould be turnisihed due to a laok ot qualitied personnel. Eao~ 
ritl. oom~ was provided vi th an irlterpreter and the fifth was used by 
the Bur Oommand Group. Two of the tive.interpreters beoame siok and were 
evaouated. As a result, only two oompanies bad 1n.terpretersupport,for 
the .ntire operation. Mor,e interpreters we~ requested as replaoements, 
however they were never available. 

" , 

cI. SupportiPB Arms 

(1) Naval gunt'1re support for Operation IBALLISTIC CHARGE was pro-
vided by the followins shipss 

usa WAL'DiOl (:0:0-699) - direot support (D-d::\y - D+1) 
USS HOPEWELL (DD-681) - d1reot support (D-dSlY - D+5) 
USS SMALL (DDR-838) - direot support (D+5 - D+6) 

, ' .. 
Naval guntire preparation tires were delivered bY,.·the USS WALDRON and the 
usa HOPEWELL on areas borderil1l$ both REl,) BEACH and Land1n.g. Zone GoreE. 
F1rel on ;LZ G0<X:3E were oontrolled by an' airborne 'spotter.,' Prep tires were 
delivered trom L/R-60 to L/R-12. laval gunfire ordnanoe expended during " 
the entire operation included 443 rounds of prep fire, 61 ;ounds of on 
oall fire, and 867 rounds ot 8&1 tire, totaling 1371 ~unds. 

(2) Close air support vas p1tovided by 1st MAW. VMO-6 provided 
one unarmed and two armed lIU-lE'El for helo escort, suppressive f'ires, ,~ 
TAO(A), and TAO thrOUShout the operation., VMO-2 provided two armed 
UH-lE's trom L-hour toL+120. -Support rendered was considered effective. 

(3) Artillery support waS" p~~vided by the 4.2" 'mortar battery , 
orgBA10 to the BIlt'. Support inc1udea 22 observed missions, 1 unobserved 
miSSion, and 310 5&1'& totaling 1056 rounds expended. 

// , 

(4) .Coordtnation of supporting arms was controlled by CATF 
throUBbout the operation. 

e • ItOBistios 

(1) Prior to the commencement of Operation BALLISTIO CHARGE/ 
SHELBYVILLE, liaison va. conduoted with 1st Mar Div.1n order to establish 
'logif;tio support prooedures to be utilized. PreviOUSly, during all Bimilar 
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UjJU.L\J.tio,,, .... l:\."I. :\«)L'.Jc.l. iH the ls-t har Div 'l.'AOn, supply support was immediat,ely 
available from a nearby logistic support area (LSA) already established. 
However, in this instance, the nearest LSA did not contain sufficient stocks 
at the time to supporttlhis operation. Therefore 9 all classes of supply 
were furnished from supplies embarked aboard ARG/tlLF shipping until com­
mencement of Operation S~1BYVILLE at which time supplies were transported 
from the LSA directly to the using unit. 

(2) The USS DULUTH (LPD-6) was utilized as the primary logistic 
support ship due to its capability to deliver supplies ashore by surface 
craft, helicopter, or a combination of both as the situation required. 
All required items of supply were consolidated on the LPn and resupply 
was effected daily. In order to receive resupply requests, stage supplies, 
and to provide for necessary coordination~ a detachment from the Shore 
Party Platoon was transferred to the LPD on D-l. Complete coordination 
of the logistic support effort waS insured b,Y providing communciations 
between the Shore Party Detachment on the LPD, and BLT ~-4 and the unit~ 
of the BLT in the field. Additionally, communication was ,;stablished 
between the B1T 8-4 and the TAG 10(; groups aboard all ships of the ARG/!::iLP, 

(3) Resupply was by unit distribution primariLy from the LPD 
uBing UH-34 helicopters. An exception to this .1as resupply of 4.2" 
mortar ammunition and diesel fuel for tanks which was accomplished by 
LVT. LVT's were refueled using a rigid fuel ferrying assembly carried by 
one of them. On one accession, due to previously scheduled ship replenish­
ment, the LPD was not available at the time the BLT Commander requested 
resupply. In this instance supplies were delivered by helicopter from 
the LPH using supplies emlJarknc)., No unusual difficulties in resupplying 
the BLT were encountered. 

(4) SLF casualties were normally evacuated to the LPH which was 
deSignated as the Casualty Evacuation Control Ship (CEO;), In two 
instances minor casual tics were evaoua ted to "in Jountry" medical facilities 
where they were treated and returned to duty, KIA! s were further evacuated 
from the LPH to Graves Registration Section, 1st r'~edBn, 1)A N/\NG, 

(5) Civilian and VC Ja8u~,~_tie[J vlere initially evacUl"Lcli to n 
Collectine Elnd Clearing Detachment established in the vicinit.y of the 
5th Marines GP. This C&C Det was disestablished during O]Jcmd:ion 
BALLn:iTIC CHARGB and evacuation was shifted to the 1st Nedlln, DA NANG .• 

(6) After interrogation at the BLT level by attached rrT and APT 
personnel, detainees were initially evacuated to the 5th Marines POW 
compound. When this compOUT!d became overcrowded, detainees were sent to 
the POW compound established by the IstBn 1st Marines. 

f. Casualty Reporting. Casualty reporting was conducted in accordance 
with current directives. The OnCG ALFA was located aboard the U~~ OKllffi~A 
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(LPll-3), whioh was designated t!-. CIOS. Bur se41cal represoIli;atiT8s 

were positioned at liSABospital~DI. BAllG, 1st Medical Battalion, 

DA NANG, 1st Iiospital Company, CHU.lAI and the LSA to collect and 

pass ,i.nformatioll on BlA' 1/3 oasualties to the CRCC. Bo problems 

were experienced during the operations concerning handling of 

casualties. The fol1ow1ne is a breakdown of casualties: 

OPEBA!.I!ION BALLIS!.I!IC CHARGE 

KIA WIA(lil) WI1.(U) lfOli-BQSTILE 

BLT 1/.3 2 7 13 35 

BMM-163 0 , 1 0 

AJIoUTTABCE 0 0 0 1 

TotAL 2 10 14 36 

OPEBA!.I!IOli SBELBYVILLB 

m WIA(E) m(o) JOlI-BOS~fTJ& 

Burl/3 4 28 2:2 25 

mtl-163 0 0 1 0 

ADMI!I!TAliCE 1 2 0 1 

!.I!O'l1L 5 30 23 26 

g. C.yic A9t7on. A oivic acUon/re,.fWIe.e8;," control team was 

assis.ned to B14' 1T. No maJor civic actioll prosram was conducted 

because ot the tactical situation. The area was desiBnated as a 

tree fire zone" and most of the Civilians bad been previously 

evacuated rrom the area by government forces. 

h.~. A photographer was assigned to provide photographic 

coverage the operation. 

i • C<pmmunica tions 

(1) Communications WEI:'El ~steb1ished IAW CTG 19.4 OP PIAN 120A-67 

COl, and with hag Order #1 «J'l.lG"19 .• 4 '150100Z:~ep67), A Ini\saa,.ge 

Cellter was maintained afloat ill oonJUllction with liavy liomm Center 

with 79.4 asQ1:uning Oouun Guard for BLT 1/3 and BMM-163. The followina 

nets were entered or established durinB Operation BALLISTIC CHAaGE: 

(~) III MAl 1'AC til. OTG 79.4 entered this net maintaining 

oovered (JrES'l'OR) communication with both III MU' and the 1st Mar Div. 
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(1'1) III MAF ,Cmd #2. CTG 79.4 entered this net (RATT 

ORESTES 60 wpm) and experienced some diffioul$y becauSe,of an unknown 

station causizig interference on the net. ' ''' 

(0) SLF Tic ,Hi;; C'J!G79.4 established this net with BLT 1/3. 

(d) FSC. cm 79.4 established this net with let 11"l.r Div FSCC, 

FSC, BLT 1/3, andW Btry,: 2/12 in addition to two liaison officers from 

79.4 located with 1st Marines and Hq" ciUAUG DA Special Jcctor., 

(e) TAC LOG1!1IT. CTG 79.4 esta.blished this net with the four 

ships of the ARG,the ~and with the 3-4 of BLT 1/3 for logistic 

purposes. 

(2) A relay was established by augmenting the USS DULUTH (LPD-6) 

with two TG 79.4 radio operators., By monitoring both the DIV TAC and SLF 

TA~,~these men were able to re~'messages between stations on the same 

net and could also be directed to assist communications on ,any other net. 

The primary reason that the LPD was chosen as a relay smp Was because of 

the excellent,comm:unication facilaties of the DULUTH, which helped consid­

erably in avoiding many'of the interference problems which seem to be 

inherent to the LPH. Furthermore. the LPD is no:rmally si tua ted much closer 

to the beaoh than is the LPH, whiOh improves communication. OVerall, the 

technique provided for an improvement in SLF communications and will be 

employed on future operations. ' 

(3) Communications duriM Operation BALLIST IC CHARGE ranged from 

fair to very good. Mutual interference between the various UHF/FM radios 

located aboard the USS OKINAWA, again required extensive use of alternate 

and spare frequencies. However, the relay station aboard the USS DULUTH 

helped considerably in coping with interference problems. 

(4) In the area of communication security, a locally produced ~ 

brevity code was used between TG 79.4 and BLT 1/3 in passing sens~tive 

information between these units. This method worked very well an~ will 

be used on future operations. A different code will be used for each 

operation and use of this technique will reduce the possibility of,compromise. 

10. The following comments are included on subordinate commanders' Combat 

After Action Raports: 

a. BMM-163 After Action gepor\.: None 

b. Bur 113 After Action Report: 

(1) Paragraph 11. Concur in principle with that portion which? 

discusses the desirabJlity of both thes,q~drOn and the BLT CommanderFl 

being airborne in the same observation helicoptero Although the COJIlIl11lIlications 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
" 

10 SECRET-NOFORN 

-------------------------A·-'-·----~I--~II~u~l-n-m-J------------------------------~~ 
DECLASSIFIED I I 



~I 

DECLASSIFIED 

problem can no doubt be solved between the B~ and SLP Commander there still 
remains the considerable riSk involved in b&villB both the squadron 8.lld the 
BLT Commanders alort in the same aircraft over hostile territory during 
this critical stage of the amphibious operation. This techniQlUe is one 
which offers ~ advantages and some disadvantages. It will be considered 
by the Commander in his estimate of the 8i tuation and a !iJaparate decision 
will be made on this matter for each amphibious ope~io~. 
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From. Commanding Officer 0013800 
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Subs: 

Ref: 

Distribution List 

Command Chronology for period 1 to 31 October 19679 supportiqg 
documents forwarding of 

(a) Commalh~r Task Group 7904- Command Chronology for 1-31 
October, 3/GFd/jt1~ 5750.1C 9 SER: 00336-67 dtd 2 December 19670 

Enc1a,', (1) v BLT 1/3 Combat After Action Report (Operation MEDINA),!O-/' 
'<.- I.,) /i' (2) ~ BLT 1/3 Combat After Action Report (Operation LIB~TY III 

:,. •. ~ '. ii,1/' ' FREMONT) 
~ , Ie 'F-

1. Ref.erence (a) was forwarded prior to receipt of enclosures (1) and (2). 
r 

2. Enclosur~s (1) and (2) are to be included in TAB B to refer.·enoe (a) 
1mme~~elY following the BLT 1/3 Command Chronology for 1-31 October 
1')61 as supporting documents. 
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10 Designation 

Task Group 79.4 

BLT 1/~ 
1-31 October 1961 

HMM-16} 
1-30 October 1967 

None 

2. Location 

1-31 October 1967 

3. Staff Officers 

Executive Officer 

S-1/Adjutant 

8-2 

Aset S-2/Aeria1 Observer 

DECLASSIFIED 

PARr I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

Commander 

Colonel Jo A. CONWAY 
1=31 October 1967 

Subordinate Units 

LtCo1 A 0 I 0 THOMAS 
1~31 October 1967 

Maj or F. A. RUECKEL 
Acting CO 1-30 October 1967 

Attached Units 

USS Ox:mAWA (LPH-3) 
USS DULUTH (LPD-6) 
USS BELLE GROVE (LSD=2) 
USS WINSTON (AKA-94) 
USS FORT MARION (LSD-22) 
USS WASHTENAW COUNTY (LST-1l66) 

LtCol Ho PRESTON Jr. 
1-6 October 1967 
LtCol Po Ho SIMPSON 
7-31 October 1967 

1stLt J 0 Co ::>MITH 
1-31 Ootober 1967 

Capts:.L ',:" 1~. FOWLER 
1-31 October 1967 

2 

lstLt So E. DURHAM 
1-31 Ootober 1967 
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s-~ 

Aeet S-3 

Fire Support Coordinator 

S-4 

Communications Officer 

4. Average Monthb Strength 

USMC 

DECLASSIFIED 

LtCol Ho PRESTON Jr. 
1-6 October 1961 
LtCo1 J 0 ERWIN 
1-31 Ootober 1961 

Maj or G. F 0 WARREN 
1-31 October 1961 

LtCo1 R. F. MOODY 
1-31 October 1961 

Major R. M. BROWNE 
1-4 October 1961 
Captain P. J. SAMUELS 
5-31 October 1961 

Captain L. M. ZWICK 
1-31 October 1967 

USN 
Off En1 Off En1 

Hq, TG 19.4 
BLT 1/3 
BMM-16~ 

10 
60 
43 

26 
1441 
181 

o 
8 
1 
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PARI' II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARy 

From 1-9 October TG 19.4 ;;,;upe:rvised the reh'J.bilition of BLT 1/3 
personnel and equipment and planned forthcoming special operations. On 
10 October Operation BASTION HILL commenced with the tactical helicopter 
movement of BLT 1/3 (-) from the USS OKINAWA to the MEDINA area of oper­
ationso Operation BASTION HILL was conducted 10-31 October in QUANG TRI 
and THUA TIEN Provinces in NORTHERN I CTZ, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. TG 76.4/ 
7904 remained off the coast of NORTHERN I CTZ, in support of Operations 
MEDlNA, FREMONT and GRANITE. OPCON of BLT 1/3 (-) was passed to CG III 
MAF, CG 3d MarDiv and on to CO 1st Marines on 10 October. Upon completion 
of Operation MEDINA on 20 October, OPCON of BLT 1/3 (-) was passed to 00 
4th Marines in order to participate in Operations FREMONT and GRANITE. 
Throughout Operation BASTION HILL, TG 19.4 provided helicopter and logis­
tic support for BLT 1/30 Helicopters were also provided to support 3d 
Mar Div operations as requested by CG 1st MAW. HMM-163 debarked from U:J::l 
OKINAWA on 30 October and was ordered to report to CG 1st MAW for command. 
Operation BASTION HILL was terminated on 31 October by COMSEVBNTHFLTo 
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1 Oct 1967 

2 Oct 1967 

~ Oct 1967 

4 Oct 1967 

5 Oct 1967 

6 Oct 1967 

7 Oct 1967 

9 Oct 1967 

PART III 

SEUVENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Major G. E. BAILEY and Major T. E. FISH, who were TAD to 
this command, departed. 

Major W. L. LANG, 9th MAB Ordnance Officer; Major J. R. 
CATON, G-4 representative; Captain F. M. MORGAN, USN, 
Medical Officer, 9th MAB: Lt C. F. FIRLIT, MC, USN and 
Captain T. H. AIKEN, 9th MAB liaison officer departed. 

CTG 79.4 with TG 76.4/79.4 Operations Officers to III 
MAF for liaison visit. 

Captain J. L. KERSHNBR, ISO, 9th MAB departed. 

LtCol P. R. FIELDd, G-4 representative, 9th MAB aboard 
for liaison visit. 

TG 79.4 Operations Officer and Operations Officer designate 
to III MAF for liaison visit. 

TG 79.4 Operations Officer, Executive Officer, Fire Support 
Coordinator, and Assistant Operations Officer to 1st Mar Div 
and III MAF concerning use of rifle range and transportation 
for BLT 1/3. 

CTF 79 and party aboard for one day liaison visit. 

CTa 79.4 and staff to III MAF for liaison visit. 

CTa 79.4 and staff with TG 76.4 Operations Officer to 3d 
Mar Div for planning conference. 

LtCol P. P. Pll1HALLA, Comptroller, 9th MAB; LtCol J. A. 
COMO and Major W. T. COOK, G-4 representatives, 9th MAB 
aboard for liaison visit. 

2nd Squad, MP Platoon (-), BqCo, 9th MAB reported to eTG 
19.4 for duty. 

Ref: eTG 79.4 090900Z Oct 61 
CTG 79.4 091l26Z Oct 61 
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10 Oct 1961 

11 Oct 1967 

12 Oct 1967 

13 Oct 1967 

14 Oct 1967 

15 Oct 1967 

16 Oct 1967 
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TG 79.4 Operations Officer and Logistics Officer to 1st 
Marines for liaison conference. 

Operation BASTION BILL commenced with the landing of BLT 
1/3 units by helicopter in QUANG TRl Province which is 
located in NORTHERN I CTZ, RVN. 

Ref: PART IV, TAB D. 

OPCON of BLT 1/3 was chopped to CG III MAF at 100826H Oct 67. 

Ref: CTG 16.4 100110Z 67 
eG III MAF 100705Z Oct 67 
CG Third Mar Div 101415Z Oct 67 

TG 79.4/76.4 commenced support of Operation MlliDINA which 
was being conducted by the 1st Marines. 

LtCol P. P. PIRHALLA, Comptroller, 9th MAB, LtCo1 J. A. 
COMO and Major W. T. COOK, G-4 representatives, 9th MAB 
departed. 

LtCo1 T. W. BURKE, G-3 representative, 9th MAB and 2ndLt 
W. R. PAINTER, courier of classified material, 9th MAB 
aboard for liaison visit. 

LtCol T. W. BURKE, G-3 representative, 9th MAB, and 2ndLt 
W. R. PAINTER, courier of classified material, 9th MAB 
departed. 

CTG 79.4 with Operations and Intelligence Officers to BLT 
1/3 field command post for liaison visit. 

LtCo1 G. H. BENSKIN, ACofS G-I, 9th MAB aboard for liaison 
visit. 

LtGol G. H. BENQKIN, AGofS G-I, 9th MAB departed. 

Col CODI~p~rTI (USMC COMjEVENTHFLT Rep), TG 79.4 Executive 
Officer and Assistant Operations Officer to BLT 1/3 field 
command post for liaison visit. 

Gal W. A. BUTCflliR, AGofS G-4, 9th NAB aboard for liaison 
visit • 

ENCLWURE (1) 
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17 Oct 1967 

20 Oct 1967 

21 Oct 1967 

22 Oct 1967 

23 Oct 1967 

24 Oct 1967 

26 Oct 1961 

29 Oct 1967 

30 Oct 1967 

DECLASSIFIED 

TG 7904 Operati.ons Officer to III MAF for liaison visit 
in connection with disposition of helicopters in eventuality 
of typhoon evasion tactics by ARG/SLF shipping. 

Ref: eG III fJIAF' l61420Z Oct 67 
CTG 1904 180742Z Oct 61 

GTG 79.4 wi.th Col BUrCHER, TG 7904 Operat ions Officer and 
Fire Support Coordinator to BLT 1/3 field command post 
for liaison visit. 

Col Wo Ao BUTCRER 9 ACof8 G-49 9th MAB departed. 

eTG 7904 and staff to BLT 1/3 field command post for 
lia is on vis it 0 

CTG 79.4 with TG 7604 Operations Officer and TG 7904 Fire 
Support Coordinator to III MAF and 1st MAW for planning 
conferences 0 

Major J. V 0 KNAPP, ACof;';) G-2 D 9th !::-~ .~cld Captain 
li. Wo HIGGINS~ Adjutant p 9th MAB aboard for liaison visit. 

Maj or J. V. KNAPP, AGeiS G-2 ~ S. f-LltB und Captain 
H. 'vlo RIGG m::; ~ Adjutant 99th l'lAH departed. 

TG 79.4 OlJ8Lu C.l..v!lSp Logistios:. and Administrative Officers 
to 3d Mar Div fOl liaison visit. 

eTG 7904 and TG 79.4 Operations Officer to BLT 1/3 field 
command post for liaison visit. 

TG 76.4/79.4 commenced support of Operation GRANTfE which 
was being conduded by the 4th Marines. 

CTG 79.4 and TG 79.4 Operations Officer to BLT 1/3 field 
command post for liaison visit. 

Captain W. L. 0NYDER, MTO, 9th MAB; Major Ro Go BU0TO~p 
Brigade Air Officer representative~ 9th MAE; and IstLt 
Eo 10 LLOYD 9 Supply Officer, RqCo g 9th MAB aboard for 
liaison visit 0 

OPCON of HJvlM-163 was chopped to CG 1st HAW at 301200H Oct 67. 

Ref: CTG 79.4 3001l2Z Oct 67 
ENCLOSURE (1) 
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31 Oct 1967 

DECLASSIFIED 

Operation BA~TION HILL was terminated at 312130Z Oct 670 

Ref: COMtiEVENTHF'LT 312130Z Oct 67 
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PART IV 

I CTG 79.4 090900Z Oct 67 
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1 CG III MAF 100705Z Oct 67 
..-7 CG 3d Mar Div 101415Z Oct 67 
~ CG III MAF 161420Z Oct 67 
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CTG 1904 300112Z Oct 67 
CO~EVENTHFLT 312130Z Oct 61 

-

BDT 1/3 Command Chronology for 1-31 Oct 67 

HMM-163 Command Chronology for 1~30 Oct 67 

CTG 7904 After Action Reporty BA~TION HILL/MEDINA/ 
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SECREr-NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of enclosures (1) through (3) 

Prom I Commanding Offioer 
TOI Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade 

Subj I Combat Arter Aotion Report. Operation BASTIOI HILLjMEDINA/PREKOBT/ 
GR!NITil 

Incll (l)--ComDl8nder Task Group 19.4. After Aotion Rep01"t,BASTION Blu.r 
DDm/FBEMONT/GRAliITE 

fl'" C./Ch-,,,-,,-,l>(2) .... BMM~3, Arter Aotion Report, BASTION HILL/MEDINA/FREMO:RTLGBAliITE,2 
(3)--Operations Overlay BASTION BILL /~- ..,() <'!c("G<;>' 

1. Enclosure (1) containB the COIIIII&nder Task Group 79.4' s After Aotion 
aeport C!Lo,.ration :BA.S!IOlI tULLjMEDm/PREMOIiT/GRANl'l'E. 

2. Enclosures (2) and (3) amplify enclosure (1). 
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CCllBtT AftER ACTION BEPORT. OPERATION BASTION HILL/!EDm/J'BEMOBT/GBAnTE .. 

Map Teterence:. VIETHAM, 1:50pOOOp AMS Series L7014, Sheets 6442 II, III, and 
6441 10 

10 GEmmAL 

ao Operation B&STION HILL was a unilateral amphibious operation usiDg 
sur:f'ace cra:!'t and helicopters to land the Landing Force. The operation 
included support ot three tollow-on "in country" operations 0 Inclusive 
dates of Operation B&STION HILL were 10-31 October 19670 The operation 
was conducted in accordance with BWP-22 (B)o 

be Operation MEDINA was a search and destroy operation conducted 
southwest ot the city ot QUANG 'lR!. BL'l 1/3 (-) was under the opera­
tional oontrol ot CC 1st Marines during this operation. This operation 
was ooordinated with an adjacent ARVN operation. Assault battalions ot 
both Marine and ARYl forces were helicopter-borne by a joint Marine/U. S. 
A~ helicopter litt in which HMK-163 partioipatede 

Co Operation FREMO.N'l' was a oontinuing search and destroy oPeration 
conducted by the 4th Marines in the QUANG 'lRI &Ad fHlJA THIEN Provinces. 
BL'l 1/3, under the operational control of CO 4th Marines participated in 
Operation FREMOIT in conjunction with Operation LIBER'fi II in order to 
protect the roads and populated areas from raids and acts of terrorism 
during a national eleotion period. BL'l 1/3 was assigned an operating area 
between the cities of HUE and QUANG TRIo Inclusive dates of BL! 1/3'8 
participation in Operation FBEMOIT were 19-26 October 19670 HMM-163 sup­
ported operations ashore with troop litts7 resupply, command and control, 
and administrative flightso ~ 

'" do Operation GBANITE was a search and destroy operation conducted ~ 
northwest ot the city ot HUE in THUA THIEN Province. BLT 1/3 was under ~ 
the operational control of CO 4th Marines during this operation. Opera- t. 
tion GRANITE was a joint operation using Marine and ARB ground torces .... 
and Marine and U 0 So Arrq helioopters 0 Inclusive dates ot !ask Group ~ 
7904 l s support ot this operation were 26-30 October 1967. BMM-l63 supported 'S 
operations ashore with troop lifts, resupply,. command and control, and ~ ~ 
administrative flightso ~ ~ 

eo Operation Bt&STIOB HILLjMEDIlIA/FBEMODT/GBAN1TE was oonduated in ~ ~ 
the HAl LllfG Distriot ot the Q,UANG TRI Province and the PHOBG DIEN and t~ 
BAM BOA. Districts of the TmJA THIEl Province 0 '1 ~ 

f 0 The combined operation commenced with the landing of BL'l 1/3 (-) 
by helicopter at lOO826H October 1967. Operational control ot B~ 1/3 C-) 
was passed to CG IIIMAF when the first helicopter wave landed in LZ HAWKe 
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The remainder of BLT 1/3 (~.) ,)lst Plat2 Co B& 3d Motor Transport En,. was 
landed at DONG HA Ramp on 11 and 12 October 19670 

go The Commander 9 Task Group 79.4~, embarked aboard ARG/S1F shipping~ 
retained operational control of HMM=163 and provided helicopter support to 
BLT 1/3 (-) and to 3d Mar Div operations 0 Medical evacuation and limited 
supply support was pr~vided for BLT 1/3 (=) during operations MEDINA, ~~~ 
MONT and GRANITE. 

h. HMM~'163 debarked f:r'om ttte US::J OKINAWA on 30 October 19670 
Commander 9 Task Group 79.4 chopped operati.onal control of HMM,.163 to 
CG 1st MAW at 301200H October 1967. 

in Operation BAS1?ION HILL was terminated by the Oorrunander~ 7th Fleet 
on 31 October 1967 and Amph.ibious Ready Group Alfa with Task Group 79.4 
embarked v depar'ted for tiUBIC BAY! Ro Po on 1 November 19670 

2. TASK-2tl~ANIZATION 

80 Operation BASTION HILL 

Task Group 7904 Colonel Jo Ao CONWAY 

BLT 1/3 1tCol A 0 10 THOMAS 

HMM~163 Major Fo Ao RUECKEL 
Acting 

b. Operations MEDINA, FREMON'I' and GRAN rI' E 

Task Group 7904 Colonel J 0 Ao CONWAY 

HMM=163 119.jor F 0 A" llUECKEL 
Acting 

3. INTELLIGENCE 

a. Terrain 0 The amphibious objective area was a port.ion of the central 
coastal lowlands and delta pla.ins extending to the foot of the mountain 
range 0 It consists of low ly.i.ng 9 often flo(lded~ poorly drained land be~ 
ginning with the coast and rising Slightly as i.t approaches the foot of the 
mountains 0 The r .-.8 areas in which both Operations MEDINA and 
GRANITE p as 8 part of BASTION HIloL 9were conducted t'::.e characterized by their 
t: '.:,-.'. canopy a.nd thiok underbrush" Operation F'H1.:MON1' was conducted in 
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slightly roni1~g te:rrain between Highway #1 and the foot of the mountains. 

b 0 Enemy 31 -t uationo Elements of the 9th NVA Regiment with its sub­
ordinate local an~ rr.ai.n fOTc'e llil.:.I.t.S tra.di tionally operated in the area 
selected for OperatiOI! }1,I<.;DINA 0 Detailed intelligence estimates for the 
'lin country!! operaticns were fm'rlished to B1'11 J./3 by the 1st and 4th 
Marines 0 

40 !1ISSION 

s. 0 ~2TIQ!LJ;l!w,.o As dire.::ted by COM0EV~NTHFl'r 091120Z Oct67 (In­
itiating Dired.ive), the m~.s'3ion assigned to CATF and eLl<' was to IIconduct 
a sea.rch a.nd destroy arnphi.bious operation aga.inst VC/NVA forces in the 
amphibious object IVE! area in i.lUANG TRI Province of I CTZ or o,ther operCl.-
tion as agreed upon with OG III MAF or his designated repn:sent(.· ':'. 'G 
1904 Y S implement a t10n of this mi ssion was to conduct a helicoptl:lr- ~ . _ ... E! 

landing of BLT ' /) (~) southeast of ~UANG TRl in preparation for their 
participation in Operation MEDmAo 

b 0 ~~I&'&~n~~OO Gllil,NI'.£J:.! 0 As mutually agreed between CATF and 
CG III MAF ~ C'l'G 7604/7904 were to remain in support of "in country" opera­
tionso 

8.0 Operation HA:J~'ION HILL was to be a unilateral amphibious operation 
conducted by TG 7': 04.179 040 The operation was to consist of a helicopter 
landing of BLT ) /3 (-) southwest of QUANG TRI in the HEDINA operating area. 
The plan also included the landing of the BLT 1/3 mot;)r transport platoon 
by surface craft at the DONG HA Rampo 

bo TG 7604/1904 were to provide helicopter and limited logistic sup­
port to BLT 1/3 (~.) during a series of "in countryll operations 0 

6 0 EXECUT ION 

a 0 BAST1QN H1LL 

(1) Operation BA~1'ION HILL was executed in accordance with CTG 
1604 Operation Order 314~61 and. C':W 1904 OP PLAN 120A=61 supplemented 
by a CTG 19,,4 frag order for operations j.n the amphi.b1ous objective area. 

(2) D~d.ay was established as 10 October with ~l:lour at OBOOHD 

(3) TG 7904 commenc;ed landing its heli copter- borne forces at l00826R. 
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The landing was dela.ye-d 26 n~:;r.J.t6s d.ue to the absence Clf the 1st Marines LZ 
control unH when the fjTst wave arr.ly€.d!fJ the v:lcinity of the LZo By 
l01645H the heJiborne f()r,~;ps of BW' 1/3 ( ) w&re wen estabUshed ashore 0 

The BIJI' motor transport !<latoon , .. a.s larde;l :s.t DONG HA Ramp 0D 11 and 12 
October 19670 

b. 00lliA-.!. ~~.lill£...Q~!iPEo DurJ.ng these Ii in oou.ntry" operations 
TG 19.4 provided heli.oopter and limited logistic support for BLT 1/3 (~). 
TG 19.4 also p!'0vided hel:ievpter supp,:rt for 3d MaT Div operations during 
the period 1l~'30 Odo·ber 19670 

8. COl-'lMANDER::J ANALY::>Iti. This analysis is limited to matters at the TG 79.4 
leveY:-TheSquadro~-C~mmandero s analysis is :l:nclu.ded in his report~ enclosure 
(2). 

a 0 Pl~!1!!.in£. 

(1) On 7 O('tober erG 19.4 and staff with TG 76.4 Operations Officer 
attended a planning conference at 3d JlJ8.I' Diy Command PosL A second plan­
ning conference was attended by the TG 1904 SO") and ~'~A Officers at the 1st 
Marines Command Post on 9 OctGbero 

(2) Additi.onal plann-lng ('onferen(~.se were attended by CTG 7904 and 
various staff officers throughout the period during which Operation BAi:lTION 
HILL/MEDINA/FREMON'l,/GRANITE '.Nas cond_ucted" 

(3) TG 7904 plannjng wtS,s continuous and ·was (,onduct.ed concurrently 
with the TG 76.4 stafL D'cll:.ng the plarining phase the following steps were 
accomplished: 

(a) P:rior to Operation BAti'rION HILL arrangements were made with 
CG 3d Mar Div for area studies9 spedal intelligence studies 9 and aerial 
photographs. Sinc('; operational control of BLT 1/3 was to be passed immedi­
ately to CG 3d Mar Div and then to the 1st and 4th Marines 9 all augmentation 
personnel were obtained through these organizati.ons 0 

(b) Logjstle; support proc:edures were arranf,edo 

(c) Radio frequer.::tes were obtained and the Communication 
Operating Instruchons (COl) was pubUshedo 

(d) Arrangements were made to lift Btry A 9 i st Bnp 12th Mar and the 
AN/MRC~HO radio jeep ashore using CH=53 heUcopters" 
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• 
(e) The AOA W'!<'l discussed 9 ag:reeded upon9 and command relatioll­

ehipe were fir£11zQdo 

(r) Arrangements wer,::. made for additional helicopter support 
consisting of one UIlarmed and t'wo a:rmed UH<lEo So 

(g) Arra.ngements were made to establish a liaison team at the 
appropriate regimental head~uarters for coordination of casualty reporting 
and helicopter support 0 

(h) A:rrangements were ma.de fo= e, TG 1904 casualty liaison team 
to bE: positioned at 'I in country" sites for collecting and forward ins casualty 
reports to the 9th MAB CRCC~ALFA embarke1 aboard the USS OKINAWA 0 

(i) Liaiso11 was established with 3d Mar DiY to coordinate the 
logistic support procedures to be utilizedo 

b 0 .Q.qmmand ~at!2nships 

(1) Operation BASTION HILL was a unilateral amphibious operation 
with command relationsr~ps in accordance with NWP-22 (B)o Responsibility 
for control and coordination of supporting arms was not assumed by CLF. 
GPCON of BLT 1/3 (-) was passed to a.n "in country" commander during the 
operation. 

(2) At l00826H October 1367!~ CTG 7604 passed OPOON of BLT 1/3 (-) 
to CG III MAF (eTG 7604 lOOllOZ Oct67)c co III MAF Simultaneously passed 
OPCON of BLT 1/3 (~,) to CG 3d Mar Di v (CG III MAF l00105Z Oct67) 0 CG 
3d Mar Div chopped OPOOH of BLT 1/3 (=) to CO 1st Marines concurrently. 
OPOON of HMM~J63 remained wi-der CTG 79.4 during Operation BAGTION HILL/ 
MEDIHA./FREMONT/GRANITE 0 OPOON of HMM=163 was passed to CG 1st MAW at 
301200H 0~t61 (CTG 7904 300112Z Oct61) 0 Operation BA:3TION HILL was 
terminated at 312130Z Oct67 (COM:3EVENTHFLT 312130Z Oct61)0 

c. Enemy Contact 0 Although elements of the 9th NYA Regiment with its 
subordinate local and main force VO UJ(lits traditionally operated in this 
area no conta.ct was made during the ini tial phas~ of Operation BASTION 
HILL 0 Significant cont~cts made by HMM=163 on Operation BASTION HILL/ 
MEDINA/GRANITE are as follows g 

141900H <~ One helioopter received automatic weapons fire from coor YD 
3965180 One hit was received on cabin dooro Fire was returned 
wi th unknown results 0 

18 Oct - One a ircraft received hl.t throU8h its cabin while engaged in a 
Ml!;D EVAC missiono Fue was not returnedo 
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280830H - At YD 502238 MED EVAC aircraft received 3 hits. One round hit 
the aft fuel cell" one round went through the cockpit, and one 
round hit the windshield. Fire was not returnedo 

NOTE: For other incidents involving contact by HMM-l63 resulting in no 
aircraft damage see Chronology of Significant Events in Enclosure 
(2) 0 

d. Supporting Arms 

(1) No supporting arms were planned for or used during the landing 
of BLT 1/3 (-) 0 

(2) Supporting arms for Operations MEDINA, FREMONT and GRANITB were 
arranged for and coordinated by "in country" unitso 

e. Logisitics 

(1) To provide for the necessary coordination of supply support for 
the BLT, a liaison team (Shore Party Plat) was established at the 1st Marines 
LSA, QUANG TRIon D-l of Operation MEDINA. The truck platoon was utilized 
by the 1st Marines in transporting supplies from FLSU#l, DONG HA, to the LSA 
to maintain the required supply level. Daily unit distribution was accomp­
lished by helicopter (UH-34 and CH-53)0 

(2) No real problem of resupply existed. However a critical shortage 
of 8lmm mortar illumination ammunition from "in country" sources required 
LFORM stocks to be made available to the BLTo 

(3) Casualties ,.,rere evacuated to 3d Med Bn, DONG RA, and to the USS 
OKINAWA. Initially the former was deSignated the primary casualty receiving 
station for Operation MEDINA, however the latter was primarly utilized when 
the MEn EVAC helicopters used came from the LPHo 

(4) Limited maintenance capability was available from the L0Ao Ab 
requirements were made krlo-.;r!~ :::ontact teams were made available from FLSU#l, 
DONG HA. A number of portable TIE items requiring maintenance (1. e 0 ~ PRC-25' s 
and rifles) were evacuated to the LPH. Two l05mm howitzers were damaged in 
an attempt to externally lift them by CH~53IS (broken slings) from the USS 
DULUTH. Three were successfully helilifted ashoreo The two damaged howit­
zers were transported via ARG shipping to FLC, DANANG, where they were re­
paired and returned to the Battery within 72 hours. One M35~ 2i ton truck, 
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(A Btry 1/12) was severely damaged by a land mine and was evacuated by 
FLSU #1.9 DONG HA~ to FLC, DANANG. 

f. Casualty Reporting. Casualty reporting was conducted in accordance 
with current directiveso The 9th MAB CRCC-ALFA was located aboard the UBS 
OKINAWA (LPH-3), which waS designated the CECS. A BLT 1/3 casualty liaison 
representative was positioned at liD" Med, DONG HA, RVN; "A" Med~ PHU BAI, 
RVN~and Medical Facilities, DANANG~ RVN to collect and pass on to the 9th 
MAB CRCO-ALFA information on BLT 1/3 casualties. 

Casualty Recapitulation 

Operation BASTION HILL/MEDINA 

BLT 1/3 
HMM-163 
ADMITTANCE 

Operation FREMONT 

BLT 1/; 
HMM-163 
ADMIT TA NGB 

Operation GRANITE 

BLT 1/3 
HMM-163 
ADMITTANCE 

TOTAL 

10 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 

2 
o 
o 

12 

;4 
o 
8 

2 
o 
o 

17 
o 
o 

61 

3 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 

7 
o 
o 

10 

NON-HOSTILE 

28 
o 
o 

27 
o 
o 

18 
o 
1 

74 

go Civic Actiono On 21 October 1967 a MEDGAP program was oonduoted 
at DIEN SANH Village in the vicinity of YD 4134770 Two Medical Officers, 
one Dental Officer, eight Corpsmen, and one Dental Technican treated 345 
persons of which 30 received dental treatment and ;15 received medical 
treatment. Due to operational commitments a follow-up MEDGAP program 
in the village of DlEN tiANH was not conducted. 

ho .!§Qo A photographer was sent ashore with BLT 1/3 to provide 
photographic coverage. 

i. Communications 

(1) Communications were established in accordanoe with CTG 79.4 
OP PLAN 120A-67 and with the COl issued separately. A message center was 
maintained afloat in conjunction with the U~0 OKINAWA Naval Communications 
Center withTG -;:;.4 assuming cOlTlIJlUnic<l.tions guard for BJ.'T' 1/3 and HMM-16;. 
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The following nets were entered or established during Operation BA~TION 
HILL/MEDINA/FREMONT/GRANITEo 

(a) III MAE' CMlJ #'2. '~G 79.4 entered this net (RA~ Orestes 
60 wn-I) and maintained direct. communications with III MAF and 3d Mar Div. 

(b) 3d Mar Div TAG Ill. ~G 79.4 entered this net maintaining 
communications with 3d Mar Div, III MAF, and various other units iLeluding 
TC 79.5. 

(0) SLF TAC...itlo Since BLT 1/3 was not OPCON to C'.:::: i9.4 a liaison 
net was established to keep eTO 1904 informed of the operation ashore. TG 
19.4 personnel were employed on the four stations which entered the net. 
Besides the :;:::,1'1.mications center on the USS OKrnAWA a relay site was 
established at 1st Marines Command Post, ~UANO TRI,employing a AN/MRC-IIO 
radio jeep covered with the Nestor Crypto System (KY-S/TSEC). The liaison 
party at this station maintained contact with a liaison team located with 
the BLT, with Med Reps located at DONG HA and PEU BAI, and with the TG 
19.4 communications center aboard the USS OKINAWA. 

(2) For Operation FREMON£9 the liaison party previously located at 
QUANG TRI moved to the 4th Marines C~ at Camp Evans and continued to 
operate from this position during Operation GRANITE. The Med Rep team at 
DONG HA moved to PHU BAI to continue casuality reporting. 

(3) The BLF TAC #1 proved to be invaluable, allowing spot and 
situation reporting and NED EVAC requests directly from the battalion, 
casuality reporting from Med Reps and relaying of information from the 
liaison party which was located at regimental command posts with the AN/MRC­
no radio jeepo 

(4) The Nestor Crypto System also proved to be a valuable asset 
allowing secure voice between the liaison party and the TG 79.4 communica­
tions center aboard the USS OKINAWAo The modification to the KYK-12 seems 
to have eliminated many of the problems assooiated with the overheating 
previous~ experienced with the KY=S!TSEC system. 

(5) Communications during this period were excellent to outstanding 
due primarily to the small number of nets that were established on the LPH 
which resulted in less mutual interferenoethan has normally been experi­
enced in past operationso 

9. The following comment is included on the subordinate commander's combat 
after action report: 

a. HMM-163 After Action Report: 
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(1) Paragraph 3 under analysis of helicopter operations. Concur. 
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SECRET-BOFORN - Unolassified upon removal of enclosure (1) 

hom: OOJllll8nding Offioer 
TOI OOJllll8nding General, Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade 

Subj: Oommand Chronology for period 1 to 30 November 1967 

Refa !aj MOO 5750.2 , 
b FMFPaoO 5750.8 
c BriBO 5750.10 

Enol: (1) COIIIJMI).der Task Group 19.4 COJDD8nd Chronology 
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1. Enclosure (1) i8 submitted in accordanoe with references (a), (b), 
and (0). 
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1. Des1snation 

Task Group 79.4 

BLT 1/3 
1-30 November 1967 

BMM-361 
15-~O November 19§7 

None 

2. Location 

1-30 November 1967 

3. Staff Officers 

Executive Officer 

S-l/Adjutant 

S-2 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

ATTACHED UNITS 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

COJDDIander 

Colonel Jo Ap CONWAY 
1-30 November 1961 

LtCol Ao I. THOMAS 
1-11 November 1961 

LtCo1 R 0 'vi 0 GOODALE 
18-3G November 1961 

LtCo1 D. M. WIlSON 
15-~O November 1967 

USS·OKINAWA (LPH-3) 
USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) 
USS DULUTH (LPD-6) 
USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 
USS FORT MARION (LSD ... 22) 
USS WASHTENAW CTY (LS'T-1l66) 

LtCol PH. H. SIMPSON 
1-30 November 1967 

lstLt J. Co SMITH 
1-30 November 1967 

Captain W. N. FOWLER 
1-30 November 1961 
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Asst 8-2/Aerial Observer 

8-3 

Asst 8-3 

Fire Support Coordinator 

8-4 

Communications Officer 

DECLASSIFIED 

Captain J. A. HATCHETT 
11-30 November 1961 

1etLt S. E. DURHAM 
1-21 November 1961 

LtCol J. ERWIN 
1-30 November 1961 

Maj or G. F. WARREN 
1-30 November 1961 

LtCol R. F. MOODY 
1-30 November 1961 

Captain P. J. ~MU~lli 
1-30 November 1961 

Captain L. M. ZWICK 
1-30 November 1961 

4. Averase Monthly Strensth 

Hq, Task Group 19.4 
BLT 1/3 
HMM-36l 

USMC USN 
OFF ENL OFF ENL 

10 26 o 0 
58 1460 8 15 
39 150 1 3 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE ~>UMMARY 

On 1 November p Headquarters 9 Task Group 1904 and the uncommitted elements of BLT 1/3 departed RVN fox, Subia Bays Rc Po for AHG/SU' ALIt'.! shipping upkeep period (BLT 1/3 (-) remained "in country" as a maneuver battalion in Operation GRANITE)o On 1 November, Headquartersp ~a8k Group 7904 and those BLT 1/3 personnel ~mbarked9 with equipment and ~LE' IJ~RMp transferred from U;JS OKINA\vA to UJ':'; IV/O JnlA. mJt.1-361 was embarked on board the !WO JIMA on 15 November and Cl'G 7904 assumed OECOU of the squadron at 151200H. Also on 15 Uovember9 those embarked troops and their equipment embarked on Uljtj DULUTH were t.ransferred to USS CLEVi!;LA~}) when CLl:."'VBIJUm relieved DULUTH in ARG ALFA. Bll!' It~ (-) was rc-embarked on board ARG/~LF shipping on 16 November and CTG 79.4 assumed OPCON of BLT 1/3 at 160900H. ~~G 16.4/79.4 reoeived an initiating directive for Operation BALLI;:)'l'IC AROH from CON::iEVENTHFLT on 20 November 0 D-day was (JE') i1ydf'rom 23 to 24 November due to a forecast for inclement weather on 23 November. On 24 liovember Operation BALLISTIC ARCH commenced with the landing of BLT 1/3 units by landing craft and by helicoptero Operation BALLLi1'IO ARCH was conducted 24-27 November in Northeastern iotUANG TRI Province ~ I CTZ, llYN 0 eLF reported the landing force firmly 9S tablished ashore on 26 November. On 27 November OPCON of BLT 1/3 was passed to CG III Y.AF, 00 3d Mar Div and 9th l'mrines concurrentlyo BHP 1/3 commenced parti(':ipatioll in Opera tion IiliN~'UCKY under the OPCON of the 9th Marines 0 C'i'G it' 04/19 04 remained off the northeast coos t of QUANG TR! Province in support of operations ashore" OPCON of mITvl=36l was retained by CTG 7904 and helicopter support '<188 provided to OG 3d Mar Div and BLT 1/30 Casualty reporting and medical evacuation responsibilities for BLT 1/3 remained with erG 7904 after OPCON of BLT 1/3 was chopped ashore. 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1 Nov 1967 Headquartersp TG 79.4 and uncommitted elements of BLT 1/3 
departed HVN for upkeep period and LPH transfer at Subic Bay9 Ro P. 

3 Nov 1961 Major Ro Go BUSTOS, Assistant Air Officer p 9th P~B; Captain 
Wo Lo SNYDER, MTO, 9thMAB, and lstLt B. Lo LLOYD, Supply 
Officer, HqCo, 9th MABp who were aboard for a liaison visit p 

departed. 

1 Nov 1961 Headquarters~ TG 1904 and those troops with equipment and ~LF 
LFORM embarked, transferred from USS OKINA\:IA to USS IWO JIMA. 

11 Nov 1967 TG 7904 Operations Officer departed for RYN to attend liaison 
conferences at III ¥~F and 3d Mar Div command posts. 

14 Nov 1967 Major W. L. LANG, Ordnance Officer, 9th MAB, and party arrived 
for an ordnance technical inspection. Major Ro C. HAGERTY, 
CO, HqCo, 9th MAB arrived for a liaison visit in connection 
with administrative matters. 

15 Nov 1967 Major Ho Co HAGERTY departed. 

Those troops and equipment embarked in UbS DULU'l'H were trans= 
farred to USS CLEVELAND 0 

HMM-361 embarked and CTG 79.4 assumed OpeON of squadron at 
151200H. 

Ref: HMM~361 15ll50Z Nov67 
CTG 7904 151200Z Nov67 

16 Nov 1967 CTG 1904 and TG 7904 Logistics Officer to BLT 1/3 for liaison 
visit 0 

BLT 1/} (~) re=embarked and c'rG 1904 assumed O::'C,)N of the BLT 
at 160900H. 

Ref: CG}d Mar Div 160555Z Nov67 
CG III MAF 161340Z Nov67 
CTG 7904 l62324Z Nov67 

18 Nov 1967 CTG 7904 and staff with representatives of eTG 7604 to }d • 
Mar Div for a planning conference. 

19 Nov 1967 CTG 7904 and staff with reprebentatives of eTG 16.4 to 3d 
Mar Div for a planning conferenceo 

20 Nov 1967 Major W. L. LANG and party departed. 
ENCLOSURE (1) 
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Received initiating directive for Operation BALLISTIC ARCH. • Ref: ADMINO COMSEVlillTHFLT 200356Z Nov67 

CTG 79G4 and staff with ~rG 16.4 and staff and COBLT 1/3 
attended presentation of proposed concept of operations for ~ 
upcoming special operations 0 CG 3d Mar Div approved the basic ,., 
concept. 

21 Nov 1967 CTG 79.4 with Operations Officer, Fire Support Coordinator 
and representat~ves of CTG 1604 to 3d Mar Div FWD command 
post to coordinate fire support procedures and to establish 
liaison with the 2d Regt? 1st ARVN Div. 

22 Nov 1967 Captain J. M. ROSS and Captain Jo Wo LOWE, 9th MAB Liaison 
Officers for forthcoming special operations reported aboard. 

TG 7904 Liaison Officer sent to 9th Marines FSCC to coordinate 
supporting arms fire for planned special operations 0 Unable 
to exchange liaison teams with the 2d Regt, 1st ARVN Div due ~ 
to inclement Weather. ,., 

23 Nov 1967 LtCol G. Ho BENSKIN, ACors G-l, 9th MAB aboard for a liaison 
visit. 

Exohanged liaison teams with the 2d Regt g 1st AEVN Div. SSgt 
ERVDi, USA advisor and Lt TRAN, ARVN, QUANG "Tn! Province Chief 
Representative aboard for forthooming special operations. 

Delivered rifle squad from BUT 1/3 to ARVN company which was 
soheduled to operate in support of ~LT 1/3us movements. 

BLT 1/3 exchanged liaison teams with the 1st AMTRAC battalion. e 
D-day for planned amphibious operationwss delsyed for 24 hours 
due to inclement wea~her forecast. 

Operation BALLISTIC ARCH oommenced with the landing of BLT 
1/3 units-by landing oraft and helicopters into .northeastern 
QUANG TRl Province, I CTZ, RVN 0 

Note: Operation BALLISTIC ARCH continued throughout the re~ 
mainder of this month and therefore the After Action 
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25 Nov 1961 

DECLASSIFIED 

Report will be included in the ~~C Command 
Chronology if 

CTG 19.4 with Operations Offioer to BLT 1/~ command post for 
liaison visit. 

LtOol Go Ho BENSKIN departed. 

OTG 1904 with Operations Officer and CO USS rwo JIMA (LPH-2) 
to BLT l/~ command post for a liaison visito 

1stLt R. J 0 MARIZ, S&O Officerp 9th MAB, aboard in connection 
with administrative matters. 

26 Nov 1961 CTG 1904 and staff to BLT 1/3 command post for a liaison 
visit. 

TG 1904 Logistics Officer to 9th Marines command post for a 
liaison visit. 

IstLt Ro Jo MARIZ departedo 

Landing Force is firm~ established ashore. 

Ref: CTG 1904 2606~oz Nov61 

21 Nov 1961 CTG 19.4 and staff to 9th Marines for a liaison visit. 

SSgt ERVIN and Lt THAN departed. 

OPCON of BLT 1/~ passed to CG III MAFy CG ~d Mar Div and 9th 
Marines concurrently at 27l200H. 

Ref: CG ~d Mar Div 251413Z Nov67 
ADMlNO III MAF 261132Z Nov67 
OTG 16.4 261540Z Nov67 
OTG 1904 262226z Nov61 
ADMINO III MAF 270508Z Nov61 
9th Marines 271109Z Nov61 

29 Nov 1967 CTG 79.4 with Operations Officer to 9th Marines oommand post 
for a liaison visito 

Warrant Officer 00 Ao MARLOWg Brigade Awards Offioer 9 9th MAB g 

arrived and departed on a liaison visit in connection with 
administrative matters. 
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30 Nov 1961 

DECLASSIFIED 

Captain J 0 Mo ROSS and ,Captain J 0 W" LOWE departed. 

Major Ho So JOLLEY~ ACofS G=2 Lepresentative 9 9th MAB, 
Captain Eo Fo DUNNE~ XO~ HqCo y 9th MAB; Major E. 1. DICKSON 
and Major J. Mo WINDBERG, Provisional Services Battalion; 
aboard for a liaison visit. 
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TAB A 

TAB B 1 ').J / < ,,/ i­

TAB ~) 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART IV 

CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

HMM-}61 msg 151150Z Nov61 
CTG 79.4 msg 151200Z Nov67 
CG 3d Mar Div msg 160555Z Nov67 
CG III MAF msg 161340Z Nov61 

, GTG 79.~ msg 1623247, Nov67 
A~I~,lbv \.X~",;Vf.~W~), d'-I' : .. ~g 200356Z Nov67 
CG 3d l'h,'!" :)!Y 1llSg 2)1.1137. !rov67 
C1'G '(9 'i; ;"L :;e)(,302 llovG7 
A.lJl'lll~u III Lill" mag ~6115cL, Nov61 
CTG 16.4 msg 261540Z Nov61 
CTG 7904 msg 262226Z Nov67 

I: ADMINO III MAF msg 270508Z Nov67 
9th Marines msg 211109Z Nov61 

"Command Chronology 16-21 Nov 1967 BLT 1/3 

. Command phrono1ogy 15-30 Nov 1961 HMM-361. 
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C<lKlmBR AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORC~ (Cl TJ') 
I. <1l'O 7904 (<XIIWIDER SLP AlA) l!:MBUlDD m W5 lWO JIMA Di}iIGBATBD O<JofMlIIDER 
WlDDlG I'OllCZ (CLl) 
5. C<IftJID RELl!fIOISHIP IAW PARA 51 (2) Ill]) EL or BE!' A. 

. 60 CCHJSllACI WILL PROVIDE AR'l'I-lBPn..mA'lIClI/IW'IL!R!TI<B aaR01. CRAft fOR THIS 
. OPIBATIOB AIm IIIL'L PROVIDE CiS AJQ) 0THEIl SUPPalT AS AGRPZD 1JPOR WID CA!' IAw 

11(1) OJ' BU A. 
1. AIIPHIB~ OBJBC'llVE AREA (AOl). !BE .lOA. WILL BE 'lB IAlID ABEl lIOUlIll&D ON 'J.'HF. 
IBi!B II DB ~11nIl!D B01JBl».RY OP ~ PlDt TS OOlS'lLDE 1'0 ~ D'l~IOB or 
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&5SlOOiI APPROVAL, UD Aal ACOOBDDlGLY, 1I1OHMDG AlICOI. 
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Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 to 31 December 1967 
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MCO 5750.2 
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Commander Task Group 79.4 Command Chronology 
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::>ER: 0020-68 
20 January 1968 
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PART I 

ORGAJlIZATIO:IAL DATA 

1. Des inlat10n OOJDJDander 

T Task Group 79.4 Oolone1 J. A. OOBWAY 
1-31 December 1967 

SUBORDDTATE UJ(ITS 

BLT 1/3 
LtOo1 R. W. GOODALE 

1-31 December 1967 1-31 Deceaber 1967 

JlloM.361 
LtOol D. M.. WILSOJI 

1-31 December 1967 1-31 December 1961 

ATTAOHED UJlITS 

)lOBE 

2. Location 

i' 1-31 December 1961 
USS NO JlMA (LPH-2) 

~ 

1-31 December 1967 

USS CtEVELlID (LPD-7) 

r 
1-31 December 1967 

USS COMBTOOK (LSD-19) 
2-31 December 1967 

USS FORT MARION (LSD-22) 
1-2 December 1967 

USS WASHrElAW OTY (LST-ll~) 
1-7 December 1967 

USS TULARE (AKA-112) 
7-19 December 1967 

lJSS WEXFORD CTY (LST-1l68) 
~ 19-31 December 1967 

---, ,. Staff Officers 

Executive Officer LtCo1 P. H. SIMPSOlT 
1-31 Deoember 1967 
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IstLt J. C. SMITH 

1-31 December 1967 

Captain W. N. FOWLER 

1-31 December 1967 

Captain J. A. HATCHETT 

1-31 December 1967 

LtCol J. ERWIN 

1-31 December 1967 

Major G. F. WARIlEJ 

1-31 December 1967 

LtCo1 R. F. MOODY 

1-21 December 1967 

Major R. M. BLACK 

16-~1 December 1967 

Captain P. J. SAMUELS 

1-31 December 1967 

Ca ptain L. M. ZWICK 

1-31 December 1961 

4. Average Monthly Stran.gth 

Hq, Task Group 79.4 

BLT 1/3 
BMM-361 

USMC 

OFF ENL 

10 24 
60 1423 
46 149 

I _I IJIlJmn 
DECLASSIFIED 

USN 
OFF ENL 

o 
8 
1 

o 
78 
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PART II 

NArffiATIVE SUM¥.oARY 

On 1 December, Task Group 79.4, engaged in Operation BALL:lliTIC AltCn with 
Ol)CON of IUlli-36l,was embarked aboard ARG/~LF ALFA shipping off the northeast 
COllst of the Republic of ~ovth Viet Naro near the mouth of the Cua Viet River. 
Task Group V.4 rroy:irlaii helicopter,J mE'4iical and limi ted logistical' . 
tlupport for 1lL'J.1 1/3 which was in Operation KENTUCKY under the (heON of the 
CO, 9th l'larines. Helicopter support was also provided to the 3d 11AH DIV 
durine the period 1-29 December. The general off-loading of BLT 1/3 was 
completed on 22 December and embarkation of selected items of BLT 2/4 were 
loaded cowDencing on 24 December. COMbEV~THFL~ terminated Operation 
BALLISTIC ARCH at 290600H. The embarkation of selected items BL'J.1 2/4 con­
tinued through the remainder of December. 
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PART III 

SEQUEl1'l'IAL LISTDTG OF SIGlfIFICAIT EVEIl'l'S 

,1 Dec 1967 Major H. S. JOLLEY, AGors G-2 representative, 9th MAB, Captain 
E. F. DUDE, ExeoO, HqCo, 9th MAB, Major E. L. DICISOlf and 
Major J. M. WDlDDRG, ProvServBn, 9th MAB departed'. 

4 Dec 1967 eTG 79.4 and TG 79.4 S-3 Officer made a liaison visit to BLT 
1/3 oommand group 

5 Deo 1967 LtCol VI • WEISE, 00, BLT 2/4 and members of his staff aboard for 
a ltaison visit oonoerning forthcoming embarkation. LtGol L. 
C. -WITT, ACors G., representative, 9th ~B aboard tor a liaison 
visit. 

6 Dec 1967 LtCol L. C. WITT departed.9th MAB Administrative Team aboard for 
instructional training in routine administrative matters. 

7 Dec 1967 LtCol P. H. SIMPSON and Major Go F. WARREN, TG 79.4, departed 
TAD to Subic Bay, R. P. t,o observe BLT 3/1 rehab program. 

S Dec 1967 Representatives trom BLT 2/4 Staft aboard for liaison visit 
concerning forthcoming embarkation. Major J. R. 'vOl!O'i, ACot'S 
G-4 representative, 9th MAB,aboard tor liaison visit. Captain 
P. J. SAMUELS, S-4 Officer, TG 79.4 made a' liaison visit to 
3d MAR DIV, Hq. 

9 Dec 1967 9th MAB Administrative Team departed. eTG 79 and members of 
his staff arrived and departed on a liaison visit. Colonel 
W. A. BtlTCEER, AGofS G-4, 9th MAB aboard for liaison visit. 
Ikjor J. R. ,alTQJ departed. 

10 Dec 1967 Representatives from BLT 2/4 staff aboard for liaison visit 
ooncerning forthoomill8 embarkation. Colonel W. A. BUTCHER 
departed •. 

14 Dec 1967 eTG 79.4 and members of TG 79.4 staff made a liaison visit to 
3d MAR DIY, Hq. 2dLt W. R. PAmER, Aset Adj/OinC RPS, 9th MAB 
aboard for liaison visit. ' 

15 Dec 1967 Major R. G. BUSTOS, Aviation Logistic Officer, 9th MAB and lstLt 
T. L. PRICE, Asst. ~j, 9th MAB aboard tor liaison visit. 

~.,-

( 16 Dec 1967 Major R. G. BUSTOS and lstLt T. L. PRICE departed. 
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Major R. M. BLACK reported to ~fG 79.4 for duty as relief for 
LtCol R. F. MOODY 

17 Dec 1967 LtCol D. J. ,.turCK, Aset OpnsO, 9th NAB Rboard for liainon visit. 
CTG 79.4, TG 79.4 S-4 Officer and J?LT 1/3 ExecO made a liais on 
visit to :Sd J.1.AR DIV, Hq. LtCol 1.-'. H. Jll'J)JON and filajor G. F. e 
WAmmN, returned from TAD. 

18 Dec 1967 CTG 79.4 made a liaison visit to 3d NAR DIY, Hq. 2dLt \v. R. 
PAINTER departed. 

19 Dec 1967 LtCol D. J. QUICK departed. Major J 0 Lo KERSHNER, ruo, 9th 
MAB; Capt o. M. T HOri:PS ON , Asst G-l, 9th MAB;and Capt H. W. 
HIGGIN~, Adj, 9th MAB aboard for liaison visit. 

20 Dec 1967 Major J. Lo KER;:;HNER, Capt O. M. THOHP~ON, Capt-H. \.J. HIGGlli::3 
departed. Capt B. J. BORC~rT, Combat Inte10, 9th MAB and lctLt 
R. D. TEMPLETON, Combat IntelO, 9thMAB aboard for liaison visit. 

21 Dec 1967 Capt B. J. BORCHErT and 1stLt R. D. T~1PLETON departed. 
Representatives from BLT 2/4 staff aboard for liaison visit 
concerning forthcoming embarkation. CTC 79.4 made a liaison 
visit to 3d MAR DIY, Hq. LtCol R. F. MOODY, and Major R. M. 
BLACK, TG 79.4, FSC Officers made a liaison visit to ~G 79.5. 

22 Dec 1967 LtCol Wo WEI~E, CO BLT 2/4 and members of his staff aboard for 
liaison visit. General off-loading of BLT 1/3 equipment comple­
ted. 

24 Dec 1967 Major R. D. BLOOMFIELD, Asst CEO, 9thMAB, and Capt N. J. LADUCA, 
LogO, 9th MAE aboard for liaison visit. CTG 79.4 and party to 
III MAF Hq for a liaison viSit. LtCol B. F. I-iEYERG, ACofS, G-3, 
9th MAB aboard for liaison visit. Commenced embarkation of 
selected items of equipment from BLT 2/4. JI.aj or G. F 0 WARREN. 
TG 79.4, Asst 5-3 Officer, Major L. DlSLMOHE II ano Capt J. E. -LDBY 
Jr., HMM-361 , departed on TAD for ~ubic Bay, R. P. in connection 
with advance party for rehab period at ~ubic. 

26 Dec 1967 LtCol 1.-'. IL 1"IELD,j, LtCol B. l!' .MEYl'litl,' ahd"Gapt.li. J. -Jp,'uUCA 
departed. LtCol n. F.r .MOODY,. depa.rted on .PC;'; orders. 

27 Dec 1967 ~.rG 79.4 to III Ni\~' Hq and Hq 79.5 on a liaison visit. 

;;;ECllli~-NOFOHN 
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28 Dec 1967 ¥.aj or R. Do BLOmlFIELD departed. LtCo1 J 0 BmJ m, TG 79.4, ;,)-3 
Officer to TG 79.5 on a liaison visit. Capt P. J. SA~mELO, TG 
79.4, S-4 Officer to BDT 2/4 Hq on a liaison visit. Major 
\{. 1. LANG Jr. ~ Ordnance Officerp 9th l'.1AB and Ordnance Team 
aboard in connection with Ordnance matters. 

"9 Dec 1967 LtCol G. H. B};1t;KIN. AeoiS G-l, 9th NAB aboard from liaison visit 
Opera tion PidJ1I;:;TIC ARCH t.eTmina ted b'y Cm:0EV'illfTHFLT at 290600H.' 

Hof: COEiEVEN'l'HPLT 280512Z 

31 Dec 1967 LtCo1 G. H. B:6N0KIN departed. 
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PART IV 

CHRO:NOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCtJME)JTS 

COMSEVEHTHFLT 280512Z Deo67 

CODIJII8,nd Chronology 1-31 Dec 1967, HMM-361 

CTG 19.4 After Action Report BALLISTIC ARCH/ 
KENTUCKY, ..:-' "lP-t~_ ,:"- ',_ " 
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.Hf<lhDQUAH1'.u;tt~ 

'l'ask Group 79.4 
10'.1'0 Son Francisco 96602 

31(li'l'llder 
SER: 0021-68 
21 January 1968 

.:j;.;;C}{t::l'-N010RIl - Unclassified upon removal of enclosures (1) throw.'h (4) 

1"1.'o;n: Corra!le.lIll; in!; uf i.'icc:r 
'.£10: Commanding Officer, 9th }'Jarine Aml-lhibious 13rif,0.de 

Subj: COLl1n t After Action Report, Operation HALLlo'l'IG l;'j(C{[/K;~L L'[)cJII'I 

Encl: (1) Commander 'l'ask Group 79.4, After Action Report, Upe:cation 
BALLISTIC A.RCH/KENTUCKY 

,.J .,' (~:)~ BL'i' 1/3, After Action Heport, Operation iliLLI:..;'.l'IO }\HCli,:'i'-,J; "',,,' 
"'l;~':;'.()~v 1ll}l-361, After Action lteport, Operation BALLI0'l'IC H.i{Cil);Z·:)' "','.7 . ('" '( . 4 ,. Opera tiorls Overlay, BAL1I~)'l.'IC AHCll 

1. .GncloGul'G (1) contains the Commander' 'j'ask l;roup '(9 .~t IS Aftor Action 
Report for Operation BAL1I:.iTIC ARCB/Kt<::tf'rUCKY • 

2. Enclosures (2) through (4) amplify enclosure (1) • 

Dlli'rRIBU"UON: 

TG 79.4 Cmd Chronology 
CG 9th :MAB 
C'11G 76.4 
COf.,NAVFORV 
C'i'G 79.5 
B}'1-361 
BLT 1/3 
CG ~d )far Div 
CG 1st liar Div 
S&C File OOPY 

. . "'. ') .... , \ 

;~:h\J(A(.c '-.f, n\ e.l}~/k('\.-)' 
BRUCE F • .ME.'Ylat3I.J 

Copy jif 
1-15 
16-40 
41-43 
44 
45 
46 
41 
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COMBA2 AFl'EE ACTIGl~ H.t:POH'i', OPLRil'l'ION BALLISTIC ARCH!K.i<:N'.l'UCKY 

}'..ap ref2rence: VI8TUAH, 1950,0009 AMS Series L 7014, Sheets 6442 I and IV 

1. GENEHAL 

n. Operation RALLI:.:.iTIC AHCH was a unilateral amphibious operation 
usine surface craft and helicopters to land the LaJldin(~ }'orce. The 
operati.on included suppc,rt of a follow-on "in-country" operation. 
Inclusive dates of BALLI0TIC ARCH W61:'9 24-27 November 1967. The 
operation 1...ras conducted in accordance with Nwp-22(n). 

b. OpnrCl t ion liliN'.t.'UCKY \-ras a search and des troy opera tion conducted 
by the 9th }larines in QUANG TRI Province in the vicinity of the southern 
border of the Demilitarized Zone. J31'.c' 1/5 was under the operational 
control of the CO 9th Farines during the operation. This operation 
utilized three Marine Rqttalions and was ooordinated with an adjacent 
ARVN operation. While BLT 1/3 was participating in Operation KENTUCKY 
operational control of two of its comp8.nies was passed to the 1st 
Amphibian Tractor Battalion and they participated in Operation Wl.POLEOll 0 

c. Opera tion BALLI~'l'IC ARCH/KENTUCKY was conducted in the GIO 1.l1NH 
and CAM LO districts of the ~UANG TRI Province. 

d. The operation commenced with the landing of BUr 1/3 by helicop­
ter at 240658H and by surface craft at 240700H November 1967. Opera-
tional control of BLT 1/3 was passed to CG III l1:\F at 271200H November 1967. 

e. 'rho Commander 1 Task Group 79.4, embarked aboard A.KG/:n.Jt' 6hipping~ 
ret~ine'i :Jperation'l.l control of HMM-361 and provid.ed helicopter support 
to BL'l 1/3 and b 3d MARDIV operations. Medical evacuation and limited 
supply support was provided for BI.'J.' 1/3 durinS 'Opere tion Kh:NClYl'KY and 
for the t'oJO cOr:J.;lan"ies from :JIll' 1/3 who particip9.te,~ in Operation NAPOlJ::Olj. 

:. Operatio!) BA:i..LL::l'IC ARCH was terninated by tte Cornmander 9 7th 
Fleet at 290600F Dr3c'~mber 1967. 

a. Operahon BALL:LJTIC ARCH 

b. 

Task G~oup 79.4 

BLT 1/3 

iDl-361 

Operation KEWfUCKY 

'l'ask Group 7904 

HMH-361 

Colonel J. A. COlf,{AY 

LtCo1 R. 'N. GOODALE 

LtCol D. M. W~ON 

Colonel J. A. CONwAY 

LtCol D. M. WILSON 
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3 • INTELLIGENCE 

a. Terrain 

(1) General. The study area is a portion of the seaward margin 
of the central coastal lowlands and delta plain, consisting of low lying, 
often flooded, poorly drained land. It is compartmented by four segments 
of terrain, all generally aligned with the coast and paralleling one 
another. They prQeress inland from gently rolling sandy beaches and dunes 
to a low area of rice cultivation with a network of deep steep-banked 
streams, canals, and ditches, then to a flat and sandy plain with no 
significant relief, and finally to another strip of rice cultivation with 
numerous settlements, the houses surrounded by thick hedges of shrubs and 
trees, lying adjacent to National Hip,hway #1. 

(2) Relief. Except for the narrow strip of rice cultivation 
immediately behind the beach the area from the coast to 4 kilometers 
inland is characteri~d by flat to gently rolling sand dunes. The 
ground slopes are normally less than 10 percent and elevations up to 
25 meters. This strip of sand dunes rises toward the northwest forming 
8 ridge (average elevation 20 meters) which is contiguous to a strip of 
paddy land averaging 3 kilometers in width and paralleling the beach. 
ThiS coastal lowland plain consists primarily of poorly drained, level 
areas of rice cultivation. The most prominent relief features are the 
dikes that are common"'y 005 to 2.0 meters high and 0.5 to 2.5 meters 
wide. l-ocally, the g::-:'ound is rouf,h and considerably disected by steen­
banked streams, canals and ditches. From the ricelands~ terrain i"11'.d 
changes to a flat sandy level plain having a \odd th of 2,000 meters. 
This plain is virtually flat and interlaced with basins of water. 
mediately adjacent to Jational Highway il'l, another strip of rice­
land extends inland 4,000 meters wide to the north and south and havine 
the sandy plain in its center. The highest elevation in the study area 
is a point at YD 214743 being 51 meters high. 

(3) Drainage. Except for the sand dune area in the east, most 
of the coast.,., plain is poorly drained and is affected by seasonal rains. 
The principal drainage media is the Cue Viet and Ben Ngu rivers. The 
Ben Ngu River drains the rice lands flanked by sandy plains and flows in 
two directions connecting the Cus Viet River and the Ben Hai River to 
the north. It runs parallel to the coast, approximately 6 kilometers 
inland. These two rivers are navigable to small craft. 

(4) Beach .3tudy. The beach is located at center at 16057'40''N 
101°08'54"E (UTM YD 286164). The beach is 13,000 meters long with 10,000 
meters being useable. The average width of the beach at low tide is 46 
meters to 230 meters and at hieh tide is 22 meters to 91 meters. The 
gradient is 1:30 to 1:~0 low water to high water and 1:10 to 1:15 high 
water zone. All approaches to the beach are clear for LeM's and LVTi s 
although sand bars are prevalant at low tide. A surf of four feet or 
greater can be expected 38% of the time. The tidal range runs from a 
minimum .3' to a m&ximum' rise of 4.0'. The mean tidal range is ~3t in 
the fall. The current is neGligible except during high surf conditions. 
The mouth of the CuL Viet River has a very fast current due to the 
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trnrnendous amount of water flowing from t he mountains 0 The beech is 
comprised of fine white sand and trafficability is generally good. 
Exits are cross country and along trails from the beache Numerous 
trails and roads inland from the beach run perpendicular and parallel 
to National Hir,hway #1. There were no noted defensive installations 
on the bench. ~he best point of landing on the beach is from coordi­
nates 16055 1 50"N, l07°10'39"E (Ul'M YD 314730).to 160 54 1 24"N, 107°12~00"E 
(UfM YD 336709). ~he trafficability for off-loading LCMu s and LVTis 
is good. 

b. Enemy Situation 

(1) General. Intelligence prior to the operation indicated 
that elements of the 270th NVA Rer.iment l the 27th LJ:!' Battalion and the 
IC-400 LF Company were opera t ing in the 11. OA • IlOi-lever, there was a marked 
decrease in activity during the month prior to Operation BALLISTIC ARCH, 
which suggested these units were possibly operating in a different area. 
(rhe combined strength of these units number approximHtely 2,000 men. 
The VAN AN Artillery Regiment, located north of the Dllli, has the capa­
bility of supporting any of the units in our amphibious objective area. 

(2) Order of Battle 

mrrl' LOCATION S'l'HENG'l'H WEAPON3 

270th Rect (NVA) YD 256749 Hq 200 Unk 
4th Bn YD 249725 425 Unk 
5th Bn Unk 425 Unk 
6th Bn YD 2766 425 6 82rnm Mort 

-
27th Indep Bn (1ll') YD 2464 400 4 l20mm Nort, Unk B-40 

rkts, AKis, HMG1s, ~ 
60nun Kort 

K-400 Co eLF) YD 2575 95 3 60rnm Mort~ 2 B-40 
rkts, 6 BARla 

4. MIBSION 

a. BALLISTIC ARCH. As directed by CO~~VENTHFLT 200356Z NOV 67 
(Initiating Directive), the mission assigned to CA'l'F and CLF was to 
"conduct a search and destroy amphibious operation against VC/NVA forces 
in amphibious objective area in ~UANG TRI Province of I C~~ or other 
operations as agreed upon with CG III NAF or his designated representative." 

b. K.L;N'l'UCKY. As mutually agreed between CATF and CO III I'lAJ:!', C'l'G 
76.4/79.4 ,rere to remain in support of operations ashore. 

5. lXJllCBPl' Q:B' OPliliA'rION~ 

a. Operation BALLI::.>TIC ARCH was to be a unilateral amphibious 
OI1CD:ltion conducted against VC/NVA forces located north of the Cua Viet 

3 
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and south of the southern bouwiary of the DELi (sep. opera t ions overlay, 
enclosure (4) to the basic letter). 'l'he operat ion was to be conduc­
ted in two phases. 

(1) Phase I was to consist of a simult8n~ou8 hQlicoptcr-horne 
and waterborne assault into the amphibious objective area (AU,) 
followed by a rapid sweep southwestward to seize and occupy the first 
of three Task Group objectives. On order, the attack "ras to turn towards 
the northwest to seize the second objective. This movement was to be 
characterized by a deliberate search of the area for enemy rockets and 
logistic caches. The attack was then to contInue on order to the 
northwest to seize the third objective and other objectives to bn 
des igna ted. 

(::) Phase II was to consist of an amphihious withdrawal b~ 
surf~ce and/o~ helicopters from the AOA in preparation for BLT 1/3 
participa.tion in an "in country" operation. 

. a. 'l'G 76.4/79.4 were to provide helicopter and limited 
logistio support to BLT 1/3 durinp, follow-on operations ashore. 

6 • EXECUT ION 

a'. BALLIST Ie ARCH. 

(1) Operation BALLI;;:;'l'IC AlteH was executed in accordance with 
eTC 76.4 Operation Order 315-68 and CTG 751.4 OP PIAN l20A-67 supplemen­
ted by CTG 79.4 frae orders for operations in the amphibious objective 
area. 

(2) D-day was established as 23 November but was delayed one 
(1<>,. r111(~ to incJement Heatber until 24 Novernhc~ with !J Flne: 1. h()u:r at 0700. 

(3) TG 7Q.4 commenced landing its helicopter~borne assault forces at 
240658H November and its waterborne assault forces at 240'{OOH.. All 
assault elements of the Landing Force were ashore by 2411201I. 

(4) BLT 1/3 moved toward TG 79.4 Objective A with negative 
enemy contact and the objective was secured by 241400H. BLT 1/3 
est~blished and occupied night defensive positions in the vicinity 
of Task Group Objcc~ivc A. 

(5) At first light on 25 November, BL~ 1/3 advanced toward TG 
79.4 Objective B and seized it by 25l200H without opposition. Night 
defensive pOSitions were established and occupied in the vicinity 
of Task Group Objective B. 

(6) Based on an intelligence report indicating a possible 
rocket storage area the direction of attack was changed on 26 November 
and BLT 1/3 advanced toward the southwest. '1'he search of the suspected 
stornp,e arp8, produced ne{'a t;'''') results and thp. TIL'l' ",as ordered to con­
tinue to a.dvance towards the north bank at the mouth of the DUA. VIET 
river. Cl'(; 7Q.1: (eLi') r,)T)o:rted the 1andlng Farr:p. firnll.;' eotablished 
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ashore on 26 Bovember and requested control of supporting arms remain 

with C&TF. 

(7) Phase II commenced at 270115H tram vf.hite Beach (vic YO 

339100) when the lead elements ot BLT 1/3 loaded aboard landine craft 

to move to DONG ILL The amphibious withdrawal was cCIIlpleted by 211145H. 

b. KENTUCKY. During this "in country" operation TG 19.4 provided 

nelicopteJr, medical, and limited logistic support tor BLT 1/3. TG 

19..4 8'180 provided helioopter support for 3d MAR DIY operations ashore 

during the period: 27 November to 29 -December 1967. 

1. RESULTS. See enclosures (2) and (3). 

8. COMMANDER'S ANALYSIS. This analysis is limited to matters at the 

TG 19-4 level. The BLT and HMM command:eris analyses are included in 

their reports, enclosures (2) a:nd (3) respectively •. 

a. PlanniM 

(1) On 18 Hove.ber CTG 79.4 and staft with representatives 

of afG 16.4 attended a planninB conf'erence at 3d MAR DIV Command Post. 

A. seoond planning oonference was held at the 3d MAR DIV Command Post 

on 19 November which involved the same personnel. 

(2) CTG 79.4 and staff with CTG 16.4 and staft and the CO BLT 

1/3 attp.nned presentation of tpe proposed noncept of operations for the 

uPCanin8spect.l oper .. :t-iGaB.. . CG .~tJfAR,(!.IVa pprovecl,<t~· bas-ic :ooncept. .. ,-

(3) Additional planning and liaison conferences were attended 

by various TG 19.4 starr members on 21 and 22 November. 

(4) TG 19.4 planning was continuous and was conducted conourrent­

ly with the TG 16.4 staff. During the planning phase the tollovine vas 

accomplished: . 

(a;) Arrangements vere made with CG 3d MAR DlV tor area 

studies, special intelligence studies and aerial photographs. Current 

inf'o1'Ula'tion was also obtained f'rom the 9th Marines and the 1st Amphibian 

Tractor Bat.talion. 

(b) Augmentation personnel in the rorm of an Interrogator 

Translator team, an Armed Propaganda team and Interpreters were requested 

in addition to reward funds. 

(c). Radio frequencies were obtained and the Communication 

Operat1nB Instructions (COl) was published. 

(d) Arrangements were made fnr augmented helicopter support 

consiatting of one unarmed and four az'med UH-1EI s. 
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(e) Arranrem0nts were made to establish a liaison team 

at the 9th Marines headquarters for coordination of medical evacuation, 
casualty reporting and helicopter support during the follow-on 
"in country" operations. 

(r) Arrangements were made for a TG 79.4 casualty liaison 
teams to be positioned at "in country" sites for collecting and for­
warding casualty reports to the 9th MAB CRCC~ALFA embarked 9hoarc ,~ 
the USS IWO JIMA. 

(g) The AOA WRS discussed, agreed upon9 and command 
relationships were finalized. 

(h) l';xchanp,ed liaison parties with the 2d Heet Int 
ARVN D IV and the <tUANG TRI Province Chief. 

(j) Logistic support for Operation BALLIS~ICAROH 
would initially be proviaen from supplies embarked aboard AHG ship­
ping. Upon completion of that phase of the operation in the coastal 
region north of the Cua Viet river, the 9th Marines would then assume 
OPCON of J3LT 1/3 and provide logistic support. All classes of supplies, 
with the exception of Class II non-consumable items were to be avail­
able to the BLT from the ~A at DONG HA Combat Base at this time. 
The ARG/8LF would be available to provide support as requested. 

(k) 1']'; or ;:Jr:ranpements were made to utilize the Class I, 
III, and V asseL~; of 1st Am'l'rac Battalion for resupply of the BUl' 
AmTrac platoon and lUS Btry which were 10c8 ted within the AmTrac 
battalion perimeter. 

b. Command. Relationships 

(1) Operation BALLISTIC ARCH was a unilateral amphibious 
operation with command relationships; in accordance w ithliWP-22(B). 
Responsibility for control and coordination of sllpportlng arms was 
not assumed by CLF. However,CLF reported to CATF that the Landing 
Force was firmly established ashore on 26' November. OPCON of BLT 
1/3 was passed to an "in country" commander during the operation. 

(2) At 21l200H November 1961, CTG 79.4 passed OPCON of BLT 
1/3 to CG III MAlo' (CTG 79.4 262226Z NOV 67). CG III MAF simultaneously 
passed OPCON of BLT 1/3 to CG 3d MAR DIV (AdminO CG III MAF 270508Z 
NOV 67). CG 3d MAR DIV chopped OPCON of i3LT 1/3 to CO 9th Marines 
COnCUI'l'ently. OPCON of HMM-36l remained under CTG 79.4 during 
Operation RALLI8Tlr. A RCH/KElfl'UCKY • Opera'tion BALLISTIC ARCH was ter­
minated at 290600H. (COr.J':>l!.."VEN'l'HFLT 2805l2Z NOV 67). 

c. EneSY Contact. There was no signigicant enemy contact.during 
the three days ofrthe amphibious portion of Operation l\A.LLL..iTIC ARCH. 
One VCS was 4lPprehended. HMM"361 helicopters received light to 
moderate anti-aircraft fire throughout Operation BALLtsTIC ARCH 
resulting in 3 aircraft receiving hits with minor damage. 
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d. Supporting Arms 

(1) Naval gunfire support for Operation BALLISTIC ARCH was 
provided by the following ships: 

USS NEWPORT NE,vS (CA 148) 
U~S ROBISON (DDG 12) 
USS GOLDSBQR0UGH (~DG 20) 
USS COLLbTr~ (DD 130) 
U;:;S NE'1,<l (DD 818) 
U.3S mT:t'Uj.,l' lDD 914) 

There were no prepara ;:ion fires of LL; HOBIN or GREEN B~CH because of 
the proximity of friendly :(V.Lces. 0uppressing fires "Jere on call but 
not executed for suspect targets south of the DNZ that effected L6 
ROBll1" and GREEN BEACH. Suppression fires were executed on knOl;Tn and 
suspect NVA artillerJ' positions in the m,lZ and north of the Dh6 up to 
the CAPE LAY area from L-hour-90 to L-hour-f 30 Q Naval gunfire ordnance 
expended during the entire operation included 1600 rounds of neutral­
ization fire, 390 rounds of call fire~ 46 rounds of counter battery~ 
and 986 rounds of H&I fire, totaling 3022 rounds. 

(2) Close air support was provided by 1st MAW initially. Two 
fixed wing aircraft were on station from H/L-15 to H/L+30. Subse­
q~ently 2 aircraft were on call. VMO-3 provided 4 armed and 1 unarmed 
UH-1E's for helo escort, suppressive fires, 'rAC(A)! and TAO through- ~ 
out the operation. No suppressive fire missions were actually executed. ~ 

(3) Artillery sup~ort was provided by the l05mm howitZer 
battery organic to the Em. In addition a platoon of LV'l'H-6 l05mm 
howitzers organic to the 1st AmTrac Bn were in direct support for the 
operation. Gen('ral support reinforcing fires from 12th Marine assets 
at DONG IIA and GIO LINH were available but not called upon by the BLT. 
Artillery sup;Jort included 1 observed miSSion, 0 unobserved missions 
and 36 H&I missions totalinf, 133 rounds expended. 

'(4) Coordination of supporting arms was controlled by CATF 
throughout the operation. 

e • Logi8 t iC8 

(1) To provide for the necessary coordination of supply for 
the TILT, the ~hore Party Team was initially positioned on the U~~ 
CLh'VELAND 0 All supplies were consolidated on this ship to provide 

. the dual capability of utilizinr, LOO-8 1 s or UH-34 helicopters in re­
sup~lyinf, the BLT. A Shore Party Liaison Team was also positioned at 
the north ramp of the Coo Viet river mouth to handle any supplies 
arriving by LCM-a's. LV'J.'}, I s were available for unit distribution from 
the ramp. In as much as the weather permitted heJ.-o operations, the 
use of 1CM-8's was not necessary. 

(2) Durinp, the period the BVl' was under OPCOH of the 9th Mar­
ines the Shore Part.':' 'l'eam was reloea ted from t he U~J CLEVt;IAND to the 
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LSA at DOlW HA to continue procel:lsing resupply for the TILT. 

(3) Poor weather conditions commencing D plus 6 greatly res­
tricted the use of the helicopters aboard the !WO JIMA 0 HelD resupply 
continued with CR -46' sand UH-34 I S from "'in country" squadrons. Beau PPl.'· 
flights were liL . .!.ted to a few hours each da.y due to the low cpilin/, 
and rain during most of the day. No critica1Lproblems developeq~ 

(4) The UciS IWO Jll1A was 1esignated the Primary Casualt" 
EvaCURtion Receiving Statiop (PCRB). When weather conditions prevented 
belo I·li:1)-EVAC's to return to the USS NO JIMA, casualties were evac­
_ted to Co "D", 3d Hed En, DONG HA by "in countr.y" helos. 

(5) "In country' ~ainte~e facilitie3 w!:lre:~aMlRable. We 
.', - •• "!_-

major problp,lTls exist0('. 

f. Casualty Reporting. Casualty reporting was conducted in 
accordance with current directives. The 9th MAE CRCC-ALFA was located 
aboard the ~JS !WO JIMA (LPH-2), which was designated the Primary 
Casualty l!.Vacuation Receiving Ship. BLT 1/3 and TG 79.4 casualty rep­
resenta,tives were positioned at "D" COg 3d Medical Bn, DONG RAj RVN 
and I1AI1 Co, 3d Medical Bn, PHU -:BAI, RVN to collect and pass on to the 
9th MAB CRCC-ALFA,information on Special Landing Force AIJ~ casualtieso 

Casualty Recapitulation 

Opera-tion BALLIBTIC ARCH KIA WIA WIANB NON-Ho~rl' lLE 
BLT 1/3 0 0 0 4 
m·1M-361 0 0 0 0 
ADMITTANCE 0 0 0 0 

Operation KEWftrCKY 
BLT 1/3 9 51 8 59 
HMM-361 0 2 0 0 
ADMITTANCE 0 4 0 0 

Operation NAPOLEON 
BLT 1/3 1 9 0 0 
ffi.IM-361 0 0 0 0 
ADMITTANCE 0 0 0 0 

• TOTAL 10 72 8 63 

e. Civic Action. No civic action program was conducted due to 
the area of operation and the operational commitments. 

h. £:i0. A photor,rapher anf" journalist were sent ashore with BLT 
1/3 to provide informational services o0verage •• ' 
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io Communications 

(1) Communications \Were established JAW CTG 79.4 OP PLAN l20A-67 
and with the Cal issued separately. A messae,e c enter was maintained 
afloat in conjunction with Navy comm center with 79.4 assuming communi­
cations guard for :I3L'r 1/3 and lIEM- 361. The following nets were entered 
or established during operation J3ALLI:iTIC ARCH: 

(a) 3d l'lAH DIV TAC #2 

CTG 79.4 entered this net maintaining covered (Nestor) 
communica:tion with the 3d MAR DIV. 

(b) III MAF eM]) it2 

C'l'G 79.4 entered this net (W,'.l:'l, Orestes, GO '-,PH) em~ 
ploying it for lengthy reporting'to III MAF, 

(0) S1$ TAC tfl 

CTG 79.4 established this net with TILT 1/3. 

(d) FJC Coord 

CTG 7904 established this net with ALFA Btry 1/12 • 
FSCC, BLT 1/3s and a liaison officer located at the 9th }~rines F0CC in 
DONG HA. Some difficulty was encountered on this net during the first 
few hours due to mechanincal problems. This problem was rectified by 
remoting an AN/PRC-25 from the flif,ht deck to l:>ACC. 

(e) 'l'AC LOG 

CTG 79.4 established this net with the four ships of the 
AUG, the WA~ and the S-4 of BLT 1/3 for logistics purposes. 

(2) During Operat;ion KBl{TUCh'Y the J!';jC Coordination net was 
secured and traffic on ~d }JAR DIV TAC 7/2 was nominal. Also during Operation 
KElfrUCKY a AN/MRC-IIO with the Nestor Crypto System was employed at 
DOliG HA. with a liaison officer and two radio opera tors. This rad io jeep 
served as a relay to another radio operator and a SNCO "'ho vrer"r'lloc".ted 
with BLT l/~. Another operator was positinned at Deltr fYied, DONG HA for 
administrative casualty reporting. All these 79.4 personnel C"i:lL~lL!led 
oommunications on this net with personnel aboard the UJJ nw JTI.tI. (Ll'lI-2) 
which actedas net control. This net was used for situation, spot, cas-
ual ty FInd adminis tra t ~ve repor ting a 6 well as being used for Med E.'vac 
requ~nt:j. Heavy reliance has been placed on the Nestor Crypto System 
(KY-S/J:',->1C) and ma proved to be invaluable in fixed poai tions as when e 
employed on Operation KEWrUCKY. 

(3) Cornrnunica t ions during Operation BALLI;.:iT IC ARCn/KEN1'UCKY 
ranged from good to very good. Mutual interference between t he various 
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u;rF/i.'ll rct(l ios a.board 1,['0 'lJ. ,.; 1,'0 JL h. (LPH-2), a;,ain reouic'od exten­
sive use of alternate and sp£H'e frcClUencieG to circumvent t 11P problem. 

). Th(~ :'JJ.1c ine comment;, ;:.C'l' Llclm'ed on the suboroinate commanders' 
CO'1ba t aft0):, Hction repor~., : 

a. BJIl' 1/) !lfter Actir: ~;l2por t.: 

(1) ';')!l(;Ul' with r('00mmondution of paraf;rtp" 13.11. Frequency 
coordination al:-': Bssi t ,mlien~; i':' very critical problerr and is ca.used by 
a number of fnct ()' " anon:; tk':. lv ing the relatively lonG :range of the 
PHC-25, u:;:; of tl10 }'; ((;,.,25 in pIneo of the HW-47 and the PRC-41 (FAC 
comnunicaks .Titl1 .1.0 in;Jte8d of l~i]'ectly \-lith airc:raft)~ operations con­
ducted in areas o(;"upicd by allied forces .,",0 are using rad ios in the 
O[\TT\e frequency ran nand w,e of high gain antonn'_s \VHf] tl'c l'l{C-25 in 

• oc'der to incre;" ' it;: ranre, Allor ther:e f<.~ctors, an;i others ~ contrib­
ute sicnificantly ~o the mutuR.l interference problems that . continue 
to pl:l,:;ue both eround fInd air units. Lit:,dt \lOir::ht ill' and um' equipment 
"auld inJuce the ground units to rely more on trose radios and would 
provide some relief for t he frequency cro\'!('ling in the VHF ranc,e, How­
ever in the immediate future there would seem to be no relief other 
than mor(~ articulate frequency alloCRtion to units operating in close 
proximit,), to each other. '.ehe problem is more difficult in the case of 
::iLF units because of rapid redeployment to various Rreas Hithin I C1'". 

(2) 'l'hc recommendation of paragraph 13. bo is considered 
inappropriate. 'l'he sea conditions were known and discussed with th", 
.AmTrac platoon commander prior to the operation who indicated th·:t I-tiu 
Am'rracs could negotiate the surf as predicted 0 Safety of p~r'lO)mel landinc 
in amphibious vehicles was a prime and continuing consir:er.,l;i ,n throui;h­
out the plannine and execution of the Ship~to-shore II1tlver;;en;:;. .fin analysis 
of the landing sUf.,gest::; that if the LV'.r's had remained huUoned up ynd 
personnel :remr",ined inside the situation described in paragraph 12-;'0. 
would not have'occurred. 

()) I)aragraph 12.c.. The intelligence reports of all recent 
operations have indicated a larger concentration of VC/NVA forces than 
has been ootv.ally encountered in the AOA 0 ~'he intelligence is bn.sed on 
in forma tion [; a ther()d from many sources, inc Iud int:; infantry units 9 

and is keyed to receipt of accuratG information from these various 
sensors 0 Perhaps a re-evaluntion of thG reliability of the sources might 
produce a clenrer intellienece picture for future amphibious operationso 

b. HflM~36l After Action Report 

(1) J:>araeraph ::ob. of enclmmro (3), 'l'ho st,tement concern-· 
ing inexperienced operators is inconcruoub with statements of previous 
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helicopter squadrons who Slpported B1'I' 1/3. It would seen more likely 
that the Dilots of IIW'l- 361 were just not accustomed to the procedures 
in USe by the BLT even though conferences were held prior to the 
operation in order to work out helicopter control procedures. 

I 

(2) Paragraph 3 of enclosure (3). Concw' i-rith the statement 
that the problems encountered were relatively minor, A closer working 
relationship between the ground control radio operators and the hel~ 
icopter pilots is constantly being promoted and encouraged. 
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