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PART I

ORGANIZAT IONAL DATA

1. Desigpation
Task Group T79.4

BLE 1/3
1-10 August 1967
28-31 August 1967

HMM-362
1-15 August 1967
28-31 August 1967

None.

2. Logation
1-31 August 1967

5. Sta Of

Commanding Officer

Executive Officer/Air Officer
Executive Officer
S-1/Adjutant

S=2

Commander

Colonel J. A. CONWAY
1-31 August 1967

Subordinate Units

LtCol A. I. THOMAS
1-31 August 1967

LtCol K. J. mﬂ
1-31 August 1967

Attached Units

USS OKINAWA (LPH-3)
USS DULUTH (LPD-6§

USS HERMITAGE (LSD-34)

USS PI0GA COUNTY (LST-1158)

Colonel J. A. CONWAY
1-31 August 1967

LtCol R. C. MARSH
1-14 August 1967

LtCol H. PRESTON
15-31 August 1967

2ndlt J. C. SMITH
1-31 August 1967

Captain W. N. FOWLER
1-31 August 1967

ENCLOSURE (1)
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_ Assiviont i-2/AMerial Observer
8-3

Assistant 5-3

Ajir Officer

Fire Suppoi-t Coordinator

S=4

Communications: Officer
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/)\,

ondlt S. E. DURHAM
1-31 August 1967

LtCol H. PRESTON
1-31 August 1967

LtCol W. W. TAYLOR, Jr.
1-5 August 1967

Major G. F. WARREN
631 August 1967

LtCol R. C. MARSH
15-31 August 1967

Major R. W. EDWARDS
1=13 Auguat 1967

Major R. F. MOODY
14-31 Auguat 1967

Major R. M. BROWNE
1-31, August 1967

Captain F. D. KBELLY
1-14 August 1967

18tlt L. M. ZWICK
15-31. August 1967

Agsistant Communications Officer 18tlt L, M. ZWICK
1-14 Augéat 1967
4. Ave Mont St /
| TUSMC TSN
off Enl off Enl
Hg, TG 79+4 1 26 0 0
BIT 1/3 61 1482 8 81
BM 362 48 194 1 3
ENCLOSURE ()
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PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During the period 1-6 August 1967, Task Group 79.4 commenced and
completed planning for Operation BEACON GATE. On 7 August 1967 Operation
BEACON GATE commenced with the landing of BLI 1/3 units by landing craft
and helicopter. Operation BEACON GATE was conducted 7-10 August 1967
in northeastern QUANG NAM Yrovince, I CTZ, RVN, On 10 August. 1967 QPCON
of 79.4 was CHOPPED to CG III MAF and CG 1st Mar Div concurrently. OFPCON
of BLY 1/3 was further passed to Task Force XRay. Task Group 79.4 remained
on ARG shipping which continued in support of Operation COCHISE ashore. .On
15 Aupuut 1967 TG 79.4 was CHOPPED to CG III MAF and then to COMSEVENTHFLY .
minus %0 1/3 and HMM-362. BLT 1/3 was CHOFPED to 1st Mar Div and HMM-362
was CHUFYED to 1st MAW, On 15 dugust 1967 HIP-7%62 was debarked at KY HA, I
C1Z, RVN and at 1600011 iugust 1967 ARG shipping departed enrovte to SUBIC
BAY, R. P. for a period of upkeep. While at SUBIC, CIG 79.4 was requested
to send planning representatives to 3rd Mar Div to begin planning future
operations. From 19-21 August 1967 CYG 79.4 and representatives wvere
enroute to RVN, attending planning conferences, and returning to SUBIC BAY,
R. P. During the period 22-29 August 1967 CLG 79.4 and staff continued
planning for special operations. On 27 August 1967 ARG shipping departed
SUBIC BAY, R. P. enroute to CHU LAI, I CTZ, RVN. On 29 August 1967 BLT 1/3
and HM-362 were reembarked aboard ARG shipping. From 29-31 August 1967
CIG 79.4 and staff continued to attend planning conferences and make final
preparations for Operation BEACON POINT,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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1 Aug 1967

2 Aug 1967
2-3 Aug 1967

3 Aug 1967
3-5 Aug 1967
4 Aug 1967
4 Aug 1967
5 Aug 1967
6 Aug 1967
6 Aug 1967
6=7 Aug 1967

6=-12 Aug 1967

6=14 Aug 1967
T Aug 1967 . f

SEQUENTIAL LISPING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS L
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PART III

CTG 79.4 and planning staff and representatives of TG 76.4
to 18t Mar Div to commence planning forthcoming SPEGOPS.

CTG 794 and staff to 1st Mar Div for planning SPECOPS.

o

LtCol L A, GUEB, Commmicatione-Eleotronica Ofﬁ.oer 9th
MAB, aboard in connection with communications matters.

CTG 794 and staff to III MAF and 1st Mar Div for planning
upooming SFECOPS.

Capt MAYBERRY, 9th MAB aboard in connection with intellig-
ence matters.

CTG 79.4 ataff to 1et Mar Div for planning SPFECOPS.
Received initiating directive for Operation BEACON GATE.
Ref:t COMSEVENTHFLT 0407142 Augé7.

CTG 79.4 and staff to 18t Mar Div for detailed planning
of upcoming SFECOFS.

CTG 79.4 and staff to 1st Mar Div for final planning of
SPECOPS..

Major G. F. NARREN Joined the staff, assigned as Assis=
tant S-}.

Lt ANDERSON, U. S. Army (APT) aboard with Armed Propaganda

Team personnel.

Capt MARTINSON, U. S. Army Liaison Officer for 2nd ARVN
Div eboard as.Liaison Officer. Lt KNABB, U. S, Army
Liaison Officer for Special Sector QUARG NAM Province .,
loocated in HOI AN aboard‘”for Operation BEACON GATE, e

LCdr J. R. IOMAX, 9th MAB, attached as NGF Liaison Officer.

Operation BEACON GATE commenoed with the landing of BLT .
1/3 units by lamding creft and helicopters into north- . e
eastern QUANG NAM Provinece, I CTZ RVN,

- At

Ref: PART IV TJLB D
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10 Aug 1967

12 Aug 1967

13 Aug 1967

15 Aug 1967

15 Aug 1967
16 Aug 1967

17-27 Aug 1967
19 Aug 1967

20 Aug 1967

21 Aug 1967
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OPCON of 1G 79.4 passed to CG III MAF and on to CG 1st
Mar Div concurrently. OPCON of BLT 1/3 was passed to
Task Force XRay.

Ref: COMSEVENYHFLT 040714% Augfl
CG IIT MAF 091442 AugbT
CG 1ot Mar Div 1005554 Augb7

CTG 79.4 and CTG Té.4 to 1st Mar Div for luncheon and
liaison visit with CG 1st Mar Div.

BGen GLICK, CG 9th MAB, LtCol “MI'H, G-3 9th MAB,
LtCol RINEHART, Air Officer 9th MAB, and 1stLt KOEHLER,
9th MAB, aboard for visit with CIG 79.4.

OPCON of TG 79.4 passed to CG III MAF and then to
COMSEVENTHFLT less BLT 1/3 and HMM-362,

kefs CG 1st Mar Div 1315152 Augb?

CG III MAF 140708% AugbT

CIG 79.4 142254% AugbT
IMM-362 debarked from ARG shipping at KY HA.
Operation BEACON GATE terrinated 160001H August 1967.
ARG shipping departed I Ci4, ItVI. to steam indepen-
dently enroute to SUBIU BAY, L. P,
Refs COMSEVENTHILY 1513404 Augh7
ARG shipping at SUBIC BAY, R. P. for upkeep.
CTG 79.4 and staff with 76.4 representatives to III
MAF and 3rd Mar Div for planning of forthcoming
SPECOPS. Departed CUBI POINT, R. P. enroute to PHU
BAI, CIU 1AI, and DA NANG..

Refs CG III MAF 1708344 AugbT
CTG 79.4 and staff with representatives of T6.4 at 3rd
Mar Div for planning of SPECOPS. Departed PHU BAI and
arrived at III MAF for further planning of SPECOPS.
CTG 79.4 and staff with representatives of 76.4 departed
I1I MAF enroute to CUBI POINT, R. P., via CHU IAI,
Arrived bUBIC BAY, R. P.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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25 Aug

27 Aug

28 Aug

29 Aug

29 Aug

30 Aug

31 Aug

31 Aug

31 Aug

1967

1967

1967
1967

1967

1967

1967

1967
1967
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waceived initiatingdisective for Operation BEACON POINT.
Hef: COMSEVENTHRLY 240328Z AughT

ALIG shipping departed SUBIC BAY, R. P. enroute to CHU IAI,
I CT%, RVN.

ARG shipping enroute to CHU LAI, I Ci'4, RVN,

BLT 1/3 CHOPPED OPCON to CTG 79.4. CTG 79.4 assumed
OPCON of HMM-362,

Refs CG 1st Mar Div 2B80115% Augb7
CG III MAF . 28160474 AugbT
CT6. 7944 3013104 Aug6T

CTG 794 and staff with representatives of 76.4 to III
MAF, for planning SPECOD:.

Ref: CTF 76 2803044 Aug67
CIG 79.4 and staff with representatives of 76,4 to 3rd
Mar Div and further to 4th Mar for detailed and final

planning of upcoming SPECOES .

CIG 79.4 and representatives to 3rd Mar Div for final
planning of Operation BBACON POINT.

LtCol B. F. MEYERS, G-3 9th MAB, aboard to visit CTG 7946
Major QUANG, ARVN aboard as representative oi PHONG DIeN
District Chief. Lt CAVM, ARVN aboard as artillery lLiaison

Officer from 1st ARVN Divison. LtJG ERNST, USN aboard as
NGF Liaison Officer from Military Advisory Group, HUE,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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PART IV
CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE COMMANDS

AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

TAB A ¥ ZL_COMSEVENTHFLT mag 0407142 Augé7
2 06 III MAF meg 0914427 Aug67

CG lat Mar Div msg 1003552 Aug67

4 CG lst Mar Div msg 131515Z Aug6T7

& CG III MAF msg 1407082 Aug67

¢ _CTG.79.4 meg 142254Z Augb7

7_COMSEVENTHFLT msg 1513407 Augé7

7 _CG III MAF meg 1708342 AugbT7

9 _COMSEVENTEFLT msg 2403287 Aug67

/0 GG 1st Mar Div msg 2801152 Aug67

.+ CG III MAF mag 2816042 Aug6T

12 CTC 79,4 m88 301310ZkuehT

12 CTF 76 msg 2803047 AugG7

(%

TAB B~ Command Chronology l-ki—hwe~396F1—89-31 Aug 1967 BLI 1/3
(BLT 1/3 After Action Report for Operstion Beacon Gate

\
J»{jia is ineluded as encl (3) to TAB D).

TAB G - Command Chronology l-d5—+ug=1964£9-31 Aug 1967 BMM 362.°

TAB D CTG 794 After Action Report, BEACON GLTE/coc #15E 7-80unt7
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SEVEN SlX PT FOUR
CT.'r =VEN NINE PT FOUR
VEN ZERO PT EIGHT

g VEN NINE

OR. _
.mm WAF
SEVEN ZERO PT TUO PT ONE PT ONE
CYF:BEVEN . THREE /
,néglNCMC* T Fa N g
; A‘m FYR) . ‘ s . . o P, :
WIBPAC ' - R SRR :
F.m s < ) ;_(A.( | S H 1;*'5 :
b CGF‘6FPAG FvD ’ o wey FRLEER £
: PT BEVEN ﬂr oM SICTL T e =
A COF VEN SE‘ R :
E - CGF tRST MAR])IV L
~ CG FIRST AW

E 04GR SEVEN NINE PT FIVE

LA % VEN THREE PT FIVE

i SEVEN S 1% PT FIVE »

TU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT HINE
% Cle GME OME FIVE PT 0

CIE 2 1.1 PASS ADVANCE COPY TO c9musw\cv
BEACON GATE ‘NITIATING DIRECTIVE (
A, MY OPLAN a9;1-6
1. SITUATION., 11 MAF HAS REQUESTED THE EMPLGY.EI\.T OF All ARG SI.F IN
SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS iN THE | CTZ. COMSEVENTHFLT WILL PROVIDE
'{ Zg <4 AND SUCH OTHER FORCES AS iAY BE NECESSARY FOR TH:S oxrmgo
NITIATING DIRECTIVE tSOR PLANNING PURPOSES, THE OPERATION, WHEN
EXECUTED, WILL BE CONDUCTED N A CCORDANCE VI1H REF A,
2. MISSION, FHEN DIRECTEDS CATF CCNDUCT A SEARCH AND DESTROY
» AUPHIBIOUS OPERATION GAINST VC/NVA FORCES {N AUPHIBIOUS OBJECTE VE
AREA IN QUANG TIN PROVINCE OF SOUTHER 4 G7Z OR OTHER OPERATJONS
B AS AGREED UPCN WITH CG Il MAF OR HIS DESIGMATED REPRESENTATIVE,
o CTG 76,4 (COMPHIBRON FIVE) EMBARKED AN LSS OKINAWA (1.PH=3
ESICNA cor.mANDER AMPH!BIOUS TABK Fomcg (CaTF
4, CTG IEA { COMMANDER S.FA EMBARK‘:D IN US3 CKINAKA DESIGHATED
COMMAN LAMDING FORCE
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- ~ @
5, COiMAHD RELATIONSHIPS 1AV PARA x% AND OF REF A,
6, COMUGAACY WILL PROVITE ANTI=INFILTRATION/EXFILTRATION PATROL

CRAFT FOR THIS OPERATION AND WILL PRO I§E S AND OTHER ABRIAL 'SUPPORT
"AS AGREED UPON Y/ITH CATF LAY PARA 4B (4) OF REF A, ... =
ngﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁm OBJECTIVE AREA (AOA), AOA WILL BE PROMULGATED

8 NICKHALE FOR THIS OPERATION WILL BE BEACON GATE WITH D=DAY 0/A “gg
- AUG TEPEKDING ON TACTICAL SITUATION. H AND L HOUBS TO BE DETERU
BY CATF AND D=DAY CONFIMED BY CATF, UPONIEYERHINATION OF CONDEPT OF
OPERATIONS AND UHEN ALL FORCES PREPARED, CATF REPORT TO ORIG OF
READINESS, FINAL RECOWEND ATIONS CONCERNING D-DAY, H AND L HOURS AND
OTHER 44 TI1ERS RELATSNG TO THIS OPERATION, COMAND OF EXECUTTON WILL
BE BY SEPARATE MESSAGE, UPON RECEIPT OF IHIS DIRECTIVE, JESIRE DTG
Too4 PROYIDE OR1G AMPLIFYING DETAILS_CONCERNING AOA EARLIEST TO
COMPLETE INITIATING DIRECTIVE, SUBMIT FORMAL REQUEST FOR EXECUTION AS
CARLY AS PRACTICAL TO ALLOW FOR COMMUNICATIONS IELAY. IF ORIGINATOR
EXECUTE 15Q NOT RECEIVED AT RECOMJENDED TIME FOR EXECUTION, ASSUME
APPROVAL ANL ACT ACCORDINGLY, INFORMING ALCON,
9. SPECIAl. INSTRUCTIONS,
Ao WHEN FIRMLY ESTABLISHED ASHORE AND VHEN MUTUALLY AGREED UPON
BY CATF .\ND CG I11 MAF, REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF SLF CHOP 70 CG 141 MAF.
B, UFON CHOP OF REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF SLF TO OPCON OF
i N=COUNTI?Y COMANTER, CATF REMAIN IN SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS ASHORE
NTIL TI:€_AND DATE UUTUALLY AGREED UPON BY CATF AND CG 111 MAF ®
-{(APPROX JATE #6 RPT 16 AUG).
Co UHN TINE AND DATE OF RELEASE FROH SUPPORTING ROLE ARE DETER:INED,
CATF REGUEST TERMINATION OF OPERATION BEACON GATE AN ANNEX B TO REF A,
D, UFON_INITIATION OF REQUEST CITED PARA 9C, ARG ALFA PROCEED TO
SUBIC 3LY FOR UPKEEP, :

E, FOR CG 1] NAF: IF OPERATIONALLY/TACTICALLY FEASIBLE, DESIRE
EVENTUAL BACKLOAD OF & Isfmus IN LATE AUG TO TAKE PLACE IN A SECURE
AREA TO PRECLUTE ASSICNIENT OF ALREADY HEAVILY COMMITIED SUPPORT

i$. PUBLIC ARRAIR: 1AW ANNEX V TO REF (A)
1. ACTION N ATEES ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT,

BT
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Alx} 6
FH 7

Pl MAF
% T0 CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR
W INFO CG FIRST MARDIV
% CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
XRAY

A, coMSEvEN 4z A 8
& B. CTG 2.4 NOT.
& C. CIG Auc- 6
§ D, CG 1 Téz

NQT
1, REF A STATE 'R.4 ? SLMAF WHEN MUTUALLY AGREED BY
CATF ( AND CG 111 MAF AND WHEN THE LANDING FORCE FIRWLY
EST:-H_!SH ASHORE.
2, REF B ADVISED THAT THE LANDING FORCE IS ESTABLISHED ASHORE AND
EEQ}SE%ED THAT gONTROL AND COORB OF SUPPORTING ARHS
?g REF C PASSED CONTROL AND (ORD OF SUPPORTING I\NS TO QF ABWRE

OF 0
F@glESTED E 5.4 BE CHOPPED TO 4ST MARDIV BY OG 111 MAF

_.I

FFECTIVI: 16126 0H- A
iN VIEW r% JE REQUEST TG 79,4 BE CHOPPED TO CG 111
W e EFEECTIVE 1912001 AUG 67,

BT )
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00 4093852 AUG 67 ©
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INFO CG 111 AF
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SECRET
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& S Tt e 2

D. €G FIRST 67 (s)

E, GG 1| MAF coc 1

F, &G FIR wzmv g néo N cuomnse%

1 Q{ Ay FiRs’r AND n ov BACKGROUND INFO, REF E CHOPPED
2. REQUESTS CHOP BLT 1/3 TO TASK FORCE XRAY
EFFECTWE AUG 67,

é FOR TASK FO. XRAY. ASSUME OPCON BLT 1/3 EFFECTIVE 1¢42¢¢H AGU 67
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INF

; SIX PT FOUR
BT

SECRET

SLF OPS

Ao 111 MAF COC ;20641 AUG §7

le REF A CHOPPED T8 7%.4 10 FIRST MARDIV.

s, FOR OG 11I MAF ¢ REQUEST CHGP 16 79.4 TO I1i MAF EFFECTIVE
S OCOM .

3., FOR TG 79.4t UNODIR CHOP [0 of 111 MAF EFFECTIVE 3068,
3P -4
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HEADQUARTERS
Task Group 79.4
Fleet Marine Force, SEVENTH Fleet
FPO San Francisco, 96601
5/0AN/3t1
Ser: 00250(4 )67
7 September:1967

SECRET-NOFORN ~ Unclassified upon removal of enclosures (1) through (4)

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, SEVENTH Fleet

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation BEACON GATE/COCHISE
Encl: (1) Commander Task Group 79.4, After Action Report, BEACON GATE/
COCHISE .. + ... .~
(2): HMM 362, After Action Report, BEACON GATE/OOCHISE, *- /7
‘(3; BLT 1/3, After Action Report, BEACON GATH ». - ¢, ¢
(4). Operations Overlay BEACON GATE ‘

1. Enclosure (1) contains the Commander Task Group T9.4's After Action
Report for Operation BEACON GATE/COCHISE.

2. Enclosures (2) through (4) amplify enclosure (1),

e tom oo
OHN A. CONWAY .
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COMBAT AFTER ACTION RisPORT, BHACON ULATE/COCHISE

Map Reference: VIET?AN; AMS series 17014, oheets 6640 I and 6640 II (BBAGON
GATE) .
VIEINAL, AMS Series L7014, Sheets 6640 I, II, III and 6740
III (COCHISE),

1. Operation BEACON GATE was a unilateral amphibious operation utilizing
waterborne assault forces and a helihorne reserve force. It was conducted
in accordance with NwP-22(B). lor Operation COCHISE TG 79,4, under OPCON
of CG 1st Mar Div, supported BLT 1/3 from 110700H to 150600H August 1967.

2. The operation was conducted in the DUY XUYEN and THANG BINH Districts,

JUARG NAM and UANG WIN Provinces respectively which are loeated in southern

I CT2, RPUBLIC OF VILTNAM., The operation commenced on 7 August 1967 at

0638H with the landing of waterborne assault forces over BLUE BHACH. The
heliborne reserve force was helilifted into L% CROW after a beachhead hed

been secured and the Lz was selected. By 070935H all forces were ashore.

The operation was terminated at 160001H August 1967. On 110700H August LA
1967, BLT 1/5 was helilifted from the BZACON GATE operating area and con=- :
ducted a heliborne assault in the COCHISE operating area. TG 79.4's support

of BLT 1/3 in Operation COCHISE terminated at 150600H when OPCON was passed

to CG III MAF.

3. Task Organization

a. BEACON GATE

Commander T-sk Group 79.4 Colonel J. A. CONWAY
BLT 1/3 ' LtCol A. I. THOMAS
HMM 362 LtCol N. J. KAPEPAN y
Det, VMO-6 (UH-1E) .

b. COCHISH
Commander Task Group 79.4 Colonel J. A. CONWAY

HM 362 LtCol N. J. KAPETAN
Det, VMO-6 (UH-1E)

4., Intellipence (

a, Terrain

(1) General. The assigned AOA is predominately flat coastal

ENCLOSULE (1)
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lowlands, compartmented into riceland cultivation and open sandy arees.
Numerous villages lie scattered throughout the area.

' (2) Relief. The coastal lowlands consist of rolling plaims with
local relief less than 150 meters with slopes of 3% or less. Terrain con-
figuration causes drainage to flow partly eastward but mostly to the south.

Ve ER e Tiem b

(3) ggagh Study. The northern end: of .the beaph is located at715° R
52! 40" N, 108° 24' 20" B (UTM BT 220565) and runs southeast to 15° 33' 30" s

N, 180° 35' 00" E (UTM.BY 403220). The beach is slightly concave and is
39,7 kilometerd long. A11 of the beach is usable. Thé beach is seventy to
one hundred sixty meters wide at lew water and thiry-five to ninety meters
at high vater. The offshore approach is partly obstructed by an island
fourteen miles off ‘the central part of the beach and by islands, shoals, and
rocks five to ten nautical miles 'off the northwest portion of the beach.

The beach is composed of loose white sand, Coastal Highway #1 runs north- -
west and southeast to within eight and one tenth miles, and three and five o

tenth miles from the coastline. o
b. Enpemy Situation

(l)”;Comgosition..

(a) Ground. The units that had normally operated in the area
of operations’ were the V25 Local Force Battalion.dnd the V4 Main Force (sapper)
Céompany. It had been reported by reliable sources that the V25 Battalion
was being trained by the V4 Company in sapper tactics. ' Strength of these
two units numbered approximately 400 men. Elements of 'the Q12 Local Force
and K51 Local Force Companies occasionally operated 'in the same area. Al- .
though not confirmed, there were strong indications that the T2nd Local

Force ‘Battalion Rad moved into the area prior to this operationm.
N R . % F.Y .

‘c. * Locally Available Strensth
N L

UNIT - LOGATION STRENGTH WEAPONS
— — F——— L -1-':'—-—
V25 LF Bn. BT 1952 _ 350 4 = '8lmm mortars

5 -~ 60mm mortars
1l - 57mm recoiless -

rifle 4
V4 MF Co. Br.1952 . Unk " 4 - Blmm mortars "_
‘ I ~ 2 - B82mm mortars Co
Q12 LF Colt, BT 1857 ' 75 2 - 60mm mortars 5
| ®
ENCLOSURE (1)
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UNIT LOCATION L PRENGTH WEA POND
K51 LE _Co. BI 1746 65 2 - 60mm mortars
» 1l = 57mm recoiless
rifle

. 6 -~ machine guns
Although the exact number of weapons in each unit was unknown, the enemy was
known to possess B40 and B90 anti-tank rocket launchers and also automatic
and semi-automatic weapons of different calibers.

d. &pemy Contast

(1) on D-Day aerial observation spotted 20-30 enemy just east of
the THUUNG GIANG River and CAy was called. The waterborne forces made an
unopposed landing over BLUE BEACH. The heliborne forces also landed unop-
posed in L4 CROW. During the day sniper fire was received but no signif-
icant enemy contact was made. DBunkers, mines and surprise firing devices
wvere encountered and destroyed.

o

(a) On D+1 ngxadicsénlper fire was received and bunkers and
mines were discovered and destroxeda No significant enemy contact was made.

(b) On b+2 enemy activities followed the same course of action
as the two previous dayso
(¢) On D+3 enemy sniper flre was recelvedo Operational control
of BIT 1/3 was passed to Task Force XRayo N

4

(2) Anti-air. Helo received sporadic SAF throughout the operation,
i total of three hellcopters were hit, one- belng forced to land.

()) Bpnemy Cnsualties. During Operation BEAMON GATE the enemy
fered 16 KIA (oonf;rmedy— 4 KIA (probuble), and 26 detainees.

e. _nather. 'Yhe southwest monsoon continued to progrecss over the ob-
jective area during this period. The weather'followed a somewhat daily
watternd with afternoon and late evening shower's. The mean temperature was
84 degrees. Thé wind prevailed from the northeast and averaged about 5 ktso,
The visibility was around 10 miles. '

5. Missigg

A, BUACON GATE. As directed by CUMGEVENTHRLE 0407147 AugbT, (Initiating
Directive) the mission as ssigned to CATF was to donduct & -5cnreh and
desiroy aiphibious operation against Vb/NVA forces in the AU.n in I Q1Y as
mutually agreed upon with CG IIT Mik %r his de51gnated representative.

BNCLOSURE (1)
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b, COCHISH. UG 79.4 while under operational control of CG lst Mar Div
vas given the mission of providing administrative and logistic support to BLY
1/3 or as otherwise directed by higher headquarters.

6. Concept of Operations

a, Operation BEACON Gills as directed by CUMSEVENUHELT was a unilateral
amphibious operation conducted by UG 76.4/79.4. The operation was planned
for a four day search and destroy period comnencing with a waterborne assault
landing folloved by o reserve force to be helilifted into a suitable LZ upon
being selected. Initially, the inherent mobility of TG 79.4 was to be used
to the maximum extent possible in order to ensure a rapid build up of combat
vower ashore, thereby paining surprise and fire superiority by shock action.
vubsequently, agsrescive scarch and destroy operations were to be conducted
within the amphibious objective area . Employment of supvorting arms was an
essential part of this concept. I'ire supnort was to be provided by the 4.2
mortar battery organic to the BLI and the naval gunfire ship USS PRESTON
(DD~795). TG 79.4 wes to be prepared to chop OPCON to CG III MAF, who, in
turn was to pass OPCUN to CG 1st Mar Div for further employment in conjunc-
tion with operations as required. CG lst Mar Div wis to retain OPCON of G
79.4 and was to dircct OI'CUN of BLT 1/3 be passed to Task Force XRay. The con-
cept of operations provided for l=znding three companies over BLUE BEACH at
H-hour and, when a suitable 14 was sclected, helilifting the reserve force
ashore. The beach wn: not to be preparcd by fire. lires were prearrangnd, .
6n cnl) in the event they were required.

b, dor Operation CUCHISLE the concept of operations consisted of
following:

(1) Iiepositioning of BLI 1/% by helicopter from coordinates BI
235500 into the COClULSL operaiing area and assume blocking positions,

(2) Beine prepared, on order, to cxecute a helilift to LZs to be
determined in the vicinity of HeP DUC in order for assault forces to conduct
a detailed search and destroy operziion into the base area of the 2d NVA
Division.,

7. Lxecution
n. EﬂiﬁoN (‘:J’\TE

(1) Operation BBACON GAYLL as dirccled by CUMSBVENTUFLT was executed

in accordance with CIG 76.4 Op Order 311-67 and CIC 79.4 Op Plan 1204~ 67

supplemented by CYG 79.4 frag orders for operations in the amphibious objec~
tive area.

ENCLOSURE (1) .
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(2) D-day was established as T August 967 with H-hour at 0630H.

(3) TG 79.4 commenced landing its waterborne assault forces at
070638H August 1967 and helilifted reserve force at 0T0830H August 1967.
By 070935H August 1967 the BLT was well established ashore and conducting
5&D operations. CLF assumed responsibilty for control and coordination of';
the supporting arms effective 071700H August 1967

b, COCHISE

(1) On 10 Lugust 1967 PG 79.4 was directed to conduct a helilift
of BLT 1/3:into the COCHISE ¢perating ateaifi order for the BLTutoogccupy
blocking positions.

(2) Tre tactical helilift commenced at 110630H August 1967. L-hour
was established at O700H. The tactical helilift was completed at 111027H,
After the tactical helilift TG 79.4 continued to provide administrative and
logistical support as required until 150600H August 1967 when CG 1st Mar Div
passed OPCON TG 79.4 tc CG III MAF.

8. Results. UBnclosures (2) and (5)o

9. Commanders inalysis. This analysis is limited to matters on the TG 79.4
level. BLT and Squadron Commanders analyses are contained in their respec-
tive reports, enclosures (2) and (3).

a. Planning. Planning for Operation BRACON GATE began upon arrival of
the ARG/SLF at DA NANG harbor on 1 Augusi 1967 for rehabilitation of BLY
equipment by Force logistics Command. Immediate liaison was established
between the SLF and 1st Mar Div. OLY and ARG representatives reccived a
briefing from the staff 1st Mar Div and a draft operation order for Opera-
tion COCHISE on 2 August. Tentative D-day for Operation BEACUN GATE was
established as 7 August and st Mar Div requested appropriate modification
of the ARG/SLF employment schedule. Planning was facilitated since the
staffs of the ARG and SLF, BIY 1/3 and HMM 362 were all aboard the UsS
OKINAWA in DA NANG harbor with good communications and easy access to ist
Mar Div headquarters. Daily ]ialﬁonfﬁjsits with 1st Mar Div through 5
August permitted more detailed wlunning than usual. The operation plan for
BEAGON GALE was presented to CG Tst liar Div and his staff by CIG 76.4 and
CTG 79.4 on 5 August 1967 . Pléhning was oomp]@cuted by the fact that D-day
for Operation COCHISE, which involved the SL¥, “was set for 11 August ., The
ARG and SLF staff therefore planned an amphibious assault Tor BEACON GATE
to take place 7 August followed by a simultanious amphibious withdrawal by
helicopter and waterborne means from the AOA and a helicopterborne assault
into the COCHISE operating area on 11 Auvgust.

b. Intelligence. Prior to Operation BEaCON GAYL, arrangements were
ENCLOSURE (1)
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made with III MAF and CG 1st Mar Div for area studies and intelligence
summaries. Augmentation personnel in tre form of IIT, APT, interpreters,
and PF's, were requested along with rewards funds and pemphlets.

c. Command Relationships. Operation BEACON GATE was a unilateral
amphibious operation with command relationships in accordance with NWP-22(B).
Responsibility for control and coordinfition of supporting arms was assumed by
CLF effective O7T1700H August 1967. O:CON of 1G 79.4 was passed to an "ine
country" commander during the operation. At 101200H August 1967, CTG 76.4
passed OPCON of TG 79.4 to CG 1II HAF (CTG 76.4 msg 100350% Aug67). CG III
MAF simultapeously passed OICON of TG 79.4 to CG 1st Mar Div (CG ITI MAF msg
091442Z AngE7). CG 1st Mar Div directed CTG 79.4 to pass OPCON of BLT 1/3
to Task Force XRay (CG 1st Mar Div msg 100355Z Aug67). CTG 79.4 passed OPCON
of BLT 1/3 to Task Force XRay effective 101200H August 1967 (CIG 79.4 msg
1012142 Augb7). At 150600H August 1967 CG 1st Mar Div passed OPCON of TG 79.4
to CG III MAF (CG 1st Mar Div msg 131515Z Augb7). CG III MAF passed OPCON of
TG 79.4 (less BLT 1/3 and H'M 362) to COMSEVENPHFLTY (CG IIT MAF msg 140708%
Augb7). Operation BEACON GATE was terminated at 160001H August 1967 (CTG 76.4
msg 1505162 Augb7) .

d. Supporting Arms

(1) Naval gunfire support was provided by the Uss PRESTON (1D-795)
for the entire operation. NGF support was effective and timely.

(2) Artillery support was provided by the 4.2 mortar battery orpanic
to the BLT and general support was provided by the UcS. Marine Corps CGeneral
Gupport Group at HOI AN, QUANG NAM Province, RYN.

(3) TG 79.4 augmentation provided by the 1st MAW was a detachment
of 3 UH-1E's from VMO-6 which wer: atiachcd to HMM 362, The detachment of
UH=1E!'s were all of armed confligursticn, ieriodically one was unarmed to
provide & platform for the TAU. Lxiensive supressive fires were delivered
by the detachment end invaluable assistance was rendered by the TAG(A) in
calling in air strikes.

(4) Fire support proccdures utiiized were normal for operations
conducted in RVN. U.5. Army advisors from QUANG NAM and QUANG TIN Provinces
were located aboard the Uss OKINAWA in SACC/FuCC where they could communicate
with district headquarters in order to get clearance for fire missions requir-
ing clearance under the rules of engagement .

(S) Responsibility for control and coordination of supporting arms
was transferred. from.CATF to CLF on the afternoon of D-Day. The facilities
of SACC were utilized after the transfer and the ¥SCC was established aboard
the USS OKINAWA . . Ll e, L e L s

ENCLOSURE (1)
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e. logistics

(1) Barly liaison was made with the 1st Mar Div in order to establish
logistic support procedures for Operation BEACON GATE. Since BHACON GATE was
to immediately precede Operation COCHISE, which would also be partici pated
in by BLT 1/3, the logistic support procedures established would support both
operations. A Logistic Support Area had previonsly been established by Force
Logistics Command at Hill 63, in the vicinity of the 5th Mar CP. This LSA
was designated as the primary resupply point. By furnishing FLC with the
densi ty of weapons and vehicles to be landed. number of troops participating
and a listing of Class II and IV supplies required during the operation.
sufficient quantities of supplies were moved to the I34 5o as to support the
BLT in all classes of supply. Because it appeared thal the range and depth
of Class II support might be limited, selected Class II items from the BLT
operating stocks were sont to the LSA for vse, if required. Additional
support was provided from supplies and equipment embarked aboard -4lG shipping.

(2) In order to provide for necessary coordination at the LoA, a
detachment from the Shore iarty Platoon was positioned at Hill 63 on D-1.
The functions of these personnel were to reccive daily resupply requests
from units of the BLY, draw required supplies from the LSA and load resupply
helicopters. In order to ensure complete coordination of the logistic
support effort, comwunicitions were established between the LSA and TAC 10G
groups aboard all ships of the 4RG. "The BLY 5.4 was also loeated in the
vicinity of the LuA.

(3) Resupply was accomplished daily by helicopter from the LSA
direct to the using unit. DMNo difficulties were encountered.

(4) TG 79.4 casuvalties were evacuated to the LPH; which was desig-
nated as the Casualty lvacuation Control Ship (CkCs), KIA's were further
evacuated to Graves Registration Section, 1st Medical Battalion., DA NaNG,

(5) Civilian and VCo casualties vere evacuated to the 1st Medical
Battalion and/or the NbA llospital, DA NaNG.

(6) Chieu Hoi's and refugees were relocated by evacuation to the
refugee center at HOI AN,

(7) After interrogation at the BLT level by attached IPT and APY
personnel, detainees werc evacuated to the Sth Mar YO compound located at
the LSA,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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f. Casuvalty Reporting. Casualty reporting was conducted in accordance
with current divectives. The CRCC was located aboard the UsS OKINAWA which
was designated the Cils. A total of 1 KIA, 26 WIA's, and 29 non-hostile
casualties wvere evacuated to the CuCs. 4 BLL medical representative was
positioned at Naval Support Activity Hospital, DA NANG, 1st Medical Bn,

DA NANG, and 1st Hospital Co, CHU LAI to collect and pass information on
BLT 1/3 casvalties to the CRCC. No problems were experienced during the
operation concerning handling o casualties,

g. Civic Action. A civic action team from the 29th Civil Affairs Co
was assigned to BLY 1/3 during the operation.

h. I50. Task Group 79.4 photographer and journalist i tusigned to
Co C, BLT 1/3 for informational service coverage. o

i. Communications

(1) The following nets were established during Operation BHACON GATE/

COCHISE:

(2a) Covered (FM) voice between 1st Mar Div and TG 79.44 Div
Tac #1 . ‘ ‘

(v) Backup (HF) voice between 1st Mar Div and TG 19.4;, Divv:
SPL PUR,

(¢) (FM) wvoice between ISCC and SACS also on this net was TG
79.4 Liaison Officer, FSC net.

. (d) Radio relay (voice) between 1st Mar Div and TG 79.4.
Channélization:

1 st Mar Div COC and TG 79.4 5-53.
2 1st Mar Div CU and 7¢ 79;4 Sw-3
3 st Mar siv DASC and UG 79,4 B3GC/50C,
*4 st mr viv #8900 and 1G 79 .4 FCC 00,

, *  After CHOP of BLP 1/5 to Task Force XRay strap through
BLY 1/3 to TG 79.4+ 5-3. ‘

(e) Secure radio teletype (RATT), 60 WPM, between 1ut o Liv
and TG 79.4. III MAF was also entered in this net.
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(f) (FM) voice between BLT 1/3 Sq and TG 79,4  (logistical
support) TAC LOG.

(2) In order to <liminite some of the past problems encountered
with radios interferin: with one another, two AN/PRC-25 radios were deck
mounted which seemed to help somewhat. However there was still consider=
able interference present between the radios located in SACC and those
located in the comm center.

(3) in AN/PRE-25 (deck mounted and remoted 6 8aCC) was provided
to the Army Liaison officer for coordinatiom with units in the field.

(1) Although ship power failures occurred their duration was
never lona cnough to necessitate deck mounting radios to cover those
nets using ships power.

(5) Radio relay s@emed to work quite will as compared with
previous operations. Uperational working data was noted and improved
radio relay comrmnication is anticipated in the future.

(6) Adequate augmentation was provided by 9th MAB including four
radio operators, twc AN/PRC-25 radios and two RC 292 antennas. These men
and their equipment were employed with liaison teams.

(7) Communication during operation BEACON GATM/COCHJﬁﬂ was fair
to good. At times ihe ship passed out of range with 1st Mar Div and it
was necessary to rely entirely on the HF net. At other times point to point
comm was not possible and it became necessary to relay traffic through
other units on the net., Udeveral times it became necessary to change to
secondary frequencies on various nets to eliminate interference,

‘(:}‘~ TN IR . A
(85 Communications security:
{1 s

RS TR I S

(4] 1.0 22/M080 and KAC WX-T codes and authentication
were used for transmilting sensitive information during this operation.

These codes proved to be time consuming, cumbersone. and generally unsuite
able in o fost moving tactical situation.

(b) in alternative method of transmitting sensitive
information would have been use of a secure circuit using the MrC-109/

-8 secure voice capability. lHowever the schene of manuever ashore did
not allow employment of the MRC-109 inthe objective .rea. Tt is further
noted that the reliability of the KY-8 when rounted on a radio vehicle in
the RVI' environment s baen exceptionally poor and precludes reliance on
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this secure system as a primary means of communications.

(¢) A manpack secure voice capability that is suitable for
employment with infantry units is sorely needed to enhance free exchange
of information between the various components of the Special banding Force.
- This capability would greatly enhance the ability of the CLF to command
and control his subordinate units,

10, The following comments are included on subordinate commanders! combat
after action reports:

a. HMM 362 After Action Report: None.

b. BLT 1/3 After Action Report:

1. Paragraph 9.a. The total indicates only 12 enemy KIA (con-
firmed) while 13 can be counted in the chronological sequence of events.
CIG 72.4 reported a total of 16 cnemy KIA (confirmed), % cof which were
zepults of armed Ul 'w actican, of which the BLT was not aware. It is
concluded that the Ui 4otel chiould bave been recorded as 13 KIA (con_
firmed),wbich when atded to the 3 fror UH-1E actions agrees with the
TG 194 total of 106,

2e daracscaph U030 TP BLU totals are in disagreement with those
reported by 16 7J).4. ‘Phis ¢ understandable when it is realized that
TG 7.4 reported both WLi(L) and WIA(NE) whereas the BLT reported only
WIA(L) in its total. Tt is concluded that the TG 79.4 total of 16 UsSMC
WIA is correcl.

3. FParagraph 5.b. Lact sentence should read "Helicopter MED KVAC
missions were fragged directly through the TG 76.4 SACC (VACP net)." 411
other missions were fragged using the TAC LOG net which is the standard
procedurc.

4. Paragraph 11 of enclosure (%), Concur.

-
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1. Designation
Task Group 79.4

BLT 1/3
1-30 September 1967

HMM-362
1-7 September 1967

HMM-163
8-30 September 1967

None.

2, location
1-30 September 1967

3. Staff Officers

Executive Officer
S-1/Ad jutant

S5-2

Asst S-2/Aerial Observer

PART 1

QRGANIZATTONAL DATA

Commander

Colonel J. A. CONWAY
1-30 September 1967

Suwbordinate Units

Attached

LtCol A. I. THOMAS
1-30 September 1967

LtCol N. J. KAPETAN
1-7 September 1967

LtCol W. C. KELLY

8-22 September 1967

Major F. A. RUECKEL

Acting CO 23-30 September 1967

Units

USS OKINAWA (LPH-3)

USS DULUTH (LPD-6)

USS HERMITAGE (LSD-34)

USS TIOGA COUNTY (LST--1158)
USS BELLE GROVE (LSD-2)
USS WINSTON (AKA-94)

LtCol H. PRESTON
1-30 September 1967

1stLt J. C. SMITH
1-30 September 1967

Captain W. N. FOWLER
1-30 September 1967

2ndLt S. E. DURHAM
1-30 September 1967
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5-3

Asst 5-3

Air Officer

Asst Aiy Officer

Fire Support Coordinator

5-4

Agst 5-4

Communications Officer

Awtg Assignment as ExecO

DECLASSIFIED

LtCol H. PRESTON
1-30 September 1967

Major G. F. WARREN
1-30 September 1967

Major T. E. FISH
5-30 September 1967

Major G. E, BAILEY
5=-30 September 1967

Major R. F. MOUDY
1-30 September 1967

Major R. M. BROWNE
1-30 September 1967

Captain P. J. SAMUELS
21-30 September 1967

1stLt L. M. ZWICK
1-30 September 1967

LtCol P. H. SIMPSON
28-30 September 1967

Awtg Assignment as S-3 Qfficer LtCol J. ERWIN

29-30 September 1967

4. Average Monthly Strength

Hq, TG 79.4
Bul 1/3
HMM-362
HMM-163

UMC USN

ors Enl off Enl
11 25 0 0
61 1505 8 88
44 186 1 3
43 181 1 3
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Orn 1 September Operation BEACON POINT commenced with the landing of
BLT 1/3 units by landing craft and helicopters. Operation BEAGON POINT
was conducted 1-10 September in th. THU THIEN Province rthich is located
in Northern I CTZ. REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. Responsibility for control and
coordination of supporting arms was assumed by CLF, effective 011800H
September 1967, On 1 September OPCUN of 1G 79.4 was chopped to CG III
MAF who simultaneously nassed it on to CG 3rd Mar Diwv. OPCON of BLT 1/3 was
pessed to G0 4th Marines on 3 September. OPCON of<EMM-362 was chopped to
CG III MAF on 4 September. On 7 September CLG 79.4 assumed OPCON of HMM-
362 and finally passed it to CG lst MAW on 8 September, when HMM-163
replaced HMM=-362 by normal intrsthester rotation. OPCON of BLT 1/3 was
returned to CTG 79.4 on 9 September. Finally OPCON of TG 79.4 was chopped
to CG III MAF and to CIG 76.4 concurrently on 10 September. COMSEVENTH
Fleet terminated Operation BEACON POINT on 10 September. During the period
1113 September; CTG 79.4 made threc liaison visits to III MAF concerning
the readiness posture of SLF ALFA. On 14 and 15 September, TG 79.4 commenced
and completed planning for Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE. On 16 September
Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE commenced when BLT 1/3 units were landed by
landing craft and helicopters in QUANG NAM Province which is located in
Southern I CTZ, REPUBLI{ OF VIETNAM. Inclusive dates of Operation BALLISTIC
CHARGE/SHELBYVILLE were 10-29 September. Responsibility for eoptrol and
coordination of supporting arms was not assumed by the CLF. OPCON of
TG 79.4 was not passed to an "in country" commander during this operation,
however, OPCON of elements of SLF ALFA (BLT 1/3 Fwd) and HMM-163 was passed
to "in country" commanders during the SHELBYVILLE portion of the operation.
On 22 September OPCON of elements of SLF ALFA (BLT 1/3 Pwd) was chopped
. to CG III MAF who simultanecously passed OPCON to the CG First Mar Div,
On 23 September CTG 79.4 passed OPCON of HMM-163 to CG III MAF who in
turn, passed OPCON to CG First MAW concurrently. Qn 28 September OPGON
of BLT 1/3 and HMM-163 was returned to CTG 79.4 and Operation BALLISTIC
CHARGE was terminated on 29 September 1967.
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2 Sep 1967

3 Sep 1967

4 Bep 1967

5 Sep 1967
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oEUSNPIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICARY BVENIS

-

CIG 79.4 and party to 3d Mar Div and DORG Hi for liaison
visit and planning purposes as directed by CG III MAF,
Capt J. R. WILGERY, Legal Officer, 9th MAB departed.
LtCol B. F. MEYERS, G-3, 9th MAB departed.,

Operation BEACON POINI' commenced with the landing of
BLT 1/3 units by landing craft and helicopter into THUA
THIEN Province which is located in Northern I C1%, RVN,
Ref: PART IV TAB B

OPCON of 1G 79.4 passed to CG III MAF and on to CG 3d
Mar Div concurrently.

Ref: CIG 76.4 010952%4 Sepb7
CG III MAF 01045064 Sepb7

CTG 79.4 to 4th Marines for Jiaison visit. CIG 79.5
aboard for liaison visit on helicopler support.

Ci'G 79.4 to 4ih Marines for liaison visit.
CTG 79.4 passed OPCUN of BLY 1/5 to CO 4th Marines,

Ref: CG 3d Mar Div 0214304 vepb]
CC T9.4 0303004 Sep6]

LtCol H.e PRESTON, 53, TG 79.4 and Major FPLAGNAGAN,
Execcutive Officer, HMM-362 to %d Mar Div for liaison
conference on helicopter utilization.

CPG 79.4 passed OPCOL of Ibd:i-3%62 to CG III Mak',

Ref: CIG 79.4 0408504 sepby

CuG 79.4 to 3d Mar Div for liaison visit. liajor WUARG ,

4ltVi; representative of PHONG DIEN District Chitef,
Lt Caliy, ARVN, Artillery Liaison Officer and Lt(jg) sRush,

“USN, NGF Liaison Officet; Nilitary Advisory Group. HUE

departed.

LtCol H., PRESTON, 5-3, G 79.4 to III Mil for planning
of syuadron rotation.
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T Sep 1967 Colonel Wi s, BULCHER, G-4, Oth MAB was aboard for a 1 day
Vaison vadii,  LtCol 1. .. SNkl and Major L. C., wIlY, G-3
re yesentatives, 9thius aboard [or liaison visit,

CYG 79.4 avsnued OvCull of Hi-362,
Refs CYG 79.4 0803404 vephT

8 Sep 1967 LtCol . W. BURK, ansistant G-3, 9th IaB departed,

CIG 79.4 chopped OLCON Hiki-362 to CG 18t MAW.
Refi CIG 79.4 0803404 sepbT

CrG 79.4 asswned OFCON of HMM-163,

Ref: CUG 79.4 0814204 Sep67

9 Gep 1967 Major L. C, WIIT, G-3 representative, 9th MAB departed,
Cept H. $. JOLLEY, G.2 repreassntative, 9th MAB aboard for
liaison visit.

OPCON of BLI 1/% was returned to C1G 79 4.

REFs CG 3d Mar Div 091329% Hepb7 .
10 Sep 1967 Capt H. 5. JOLLEY, G2 ropresentative, 9th MAB departed,
AR COMSEVENTHFLY terminated Operetion BLACON POINT.

Rofs COMSEVENCHFIT 1005424 Sep67

11 Sep 1967 Cr6 7944 and staff with roprogentatives of TG 76 .4 to
*III MAF for liaicon .visit conoerning readiness posture.

Reoeived initiating directive for Operation BALLISTIC
CHARGE .

Reft COMSUVENTHFLT 1110364 Sep67

12 Sap 1967 CUG 79.4 and staflf with ropresentatives of 1¢ 76.4 to

. Jd Mor Div for liainnon visit concorning readinzss posture,
g o R ‘r , Q",;f: 3 . :
13 Sap 1967 UG 1904 and LtCol 1. TRGsITON, W3y, WG 79,4 to II1 M

for linin-n.visdt eonocrning read.ineso spopture, Capt
Jo e DICKWiG, G-% peprosontutive, 9th MAB nhoard for
linduon viait.

14 Sep 1967 CTG 79,4 and staff with vepresentatives of ¢ 76.4 1o 18t .
Mar Div for planning conference in connection with
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Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE. Capt C. L. DAUGHERTY,
GO Eq Co, 9th MAB aboard for lisison visit.

15 Sep 1967 BGen GLICK, CTF 79, Commander L. J. MCDORALD, Chaplain,

9ﬁh HAB, Hﬂjor WV. M, OLIVER. GO, ProvSeran, Ca'pt W,

R. SMITH, G-4 representative, 9th MAB, and 1stLt 'KOHLER,
Aide, CTF 79 arrived fop-andidey o LI visdt .
Capt C. L. DAUGHERTY, CO, Hq Co, 9th MAB departed.

CT6 79.4 and party to last Mar Div on planning viseit

for Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE. Lt J. D. KNABB, US4,
ahoard as Liaison Offieer, QUANG DA Speocial Seotor.

16 Sep 1967 Lt TRAN KBANHS, ARVN, Liaison Officer QUANG DA Special
Sector aboard.

Qperation BALLISTIC CBARGE ocmmenced with the landing
of BLP 1/3 unite by landing oraft and helos into QUANG i
BAX Province which is located in Southern I CTZ, RVN. o

Ref: PART IV TAB F
18 Bep 1967 O7¢ 79.4 and LtCol H. PRESTON, S-3, PG 79.4 to 18t Mar

Div and III MAF for liaison and planning visit. Capt
7. H. AIKENS aboard as Liaison Officer frem 9th MAB.

19 Sep 1967 1stLt H. A. RENTZ, 9th MAB courier arrived and departed. ik

T Colonel HINE and LtCol JENKINS, QUANG DA Special Sector, g

arrived and departed, for liaison vieit. LtCeol H. i
PRESTON, S-3, TG 79.4 to lst Mar Div for planning

conference. Capt J. E. DICKINS, G-3 representative, o

9th MAB departed. ‘v"ﬂi

. %

20 Sep 1967 CTo _79.4 to III MAPF for liaison viseit.

21 Sep 1967 LtCol H. PRESTON, S-3, TG.79.4 to lat Mar Div for ' i
planning conference Operation SHELBYVILLE. CTG 79.4 e
and LtCol H. PRESTON, S-3, TG 79.4 to III MAF for i
luison visit: éoneernins Qperation SEELBYVIHE

2p Sep 1967 Colonel J. A. ETIDGE, proapeetive CofS, 9th MAB, S
arrived and departed, for liaison visit. Capt P. J. T
SAMUELS aboard as relief for Major R. M. BROWNE, III,

-4, TG 79.4. lstlt R. Jde HARIZ, 9th MAB ocourier,

arrived and departed. Lt J. D. KNAEB, USA, QUAKG DA
Special Sector, Lt TRAN KHANES, ARVN Liaison 0fficer,
QUANG DA Special Sector-departed.

BI2 1/3 conducted & heliborne withdrawal from BALLISTIC
CEHARGE AGA &and & heliborne assault into the SHELEYYILIE
opsrating area.
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OPCON of elements of SLF AL¥A (BLT 1/3 Fvd) was passed to
CG III MAF and on to CO 1st Marines,

Ref: CTG 76.4 2105562 SepbT
CG III MAF 2112147 Sep67

OPCON of HMM-163 was passed to CG III Fak and on to CG
lst MAW,

Refs CTG 76.4 210556% Sep67
0G III MAF 211214Z Sep67

0TG 79.4 Yo III MAF for liamison visit,

CTG 7944 to III MAF and 1st Mar Div for lisison visit, .
1400l R. M, STEWART, CEO, 9th MAB, arrived and departed,
for liaison visit,

06 79.4 to III MAF for liaison visit,

026 79.4 to III MAF for liaison visit,

Lt0ol B, PRESTON, 8-3, 76 79.4 to III MAF for liaison
visit., LtOol P, H. SIMPSQN reported aboard for duty
with 76 79.4.

OPOCN of BIT 1/3 and BMM-163 passed to CIC 79.4.

Befs 06 III MAF 2713407 Seps7

06 III MAY 281526% Sep67
ItCol J. ERWIN, reported aboard for duty with TG 79.4.

" Major W. L, LANG, Ordnance Officer, 9th MAB, Major J.

P, CANTON, G-4 representative, 9th MAB and Capt C,
WIEDEN, Jr., Adjutant, 9th MAB aboard for liaison visit, £

OCMSEVENTHFLY terminated Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE
Refs COMSEVENTHFLT 290006Z Sepé7
OZG 79.4, LtOol H. PRESTON, B=3, T6¢ 79.4, LtCol J.

" ERWIN, lstlt L., M. ZWIOK and Omdr FOBTER, TG 76.4 to

3d Mar Div for liaison vigit. Ospt C, WIEDEN, Jr,,

" Adjutant, 9th MAB departfd, Oapt F. M., MORGAN, USK,
‘Medical Officer, 9th MAB, Lt PIRLIT, MC, USN aboard for

liaison visit. Oapt J. L. KERSENR, 150, 9th MAB
aboard for liaison visit,

ENCLOSURE (1)
8 SECRET~NOFORN

| TTTITm

DECLASSIFIED




SECRET-NOFORK

TAB A

TAB B-/j

TAB C /é 3‘-};%

TAB D 7/
B E-

TAB F~

DECLASSIFIED

£ CTG T6.4 010952Z Sep67

2 CG III MAF 0104562 Sep67 -

3 CG 3d Mar Div 0214302 Sep67
4 _CTG 79.4 030300Z Sep67
FCIG 79.4 040850Z SepbT

¢ CIG 79.4 0803402 SepbT -

7 CTG T79.4 081420Z Sepb7

¥ CG 3d Mar Div 091329Z Sep67

i_COMSEVENTEFLT 100542% Sep67

= GOMSEVENTHFLT 1110362 Sep67
1 CTG T6.4 2105562 SepbT

2 CG III MAF 2112147 Ser6T

« CG IIT MAF 2713402 SepbT

+# GG III MAF 281526% Sep6T

& COMSEVENTHFLT 290006Z Sep67

Command Chronology, S«p &7 BIT 1/3
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CTG 79.4 After Action Report, BALLISTIC CHARGE, /¢ 27 Spsy

ENCLOSURE (1)

9 SECRET-NOFORN

bl |
DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

g 9527 SEP 67
FM CT EVEN SIX PT FOUR
TO CG 1

é‘i‘é"sﬁﬁsﬁ“&‘mﬁ‘%ﬁ"’%n

CTF SEVEN SiX
CTF SEVEN NINE
CgMSEVENTHFLT

B
SECRET
BFAcou POINT CHOP (U)

. COMSEVENTHFLT 2478287 AUG 67
B,,CGIHMAF 1¢4567 SEP €7 :
1, AS PROVIDED FOR BY REF A AM) PROPOSFT BY BFF B, (ATE AMPEER ¢
PROPOSED TIME OF (418f(H SFP CHOP (CRANGET ar aprhn) A PEANRET
ELEMENTS OF SLF ALFA o CC 111 MAF,
2, UPON CHOP OF RECUIRE™ ELFVMENTS OF SLF ALTA TO (1 ] WFE, ADE
gu&k REMAIN IN SUPPORT OF OPFRATIONS ARHORE,
BT

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

00 (14562 SEP 67

FICC 111 MAF

TC CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOIR
INFO COMUSMACY

GO YR HiRbrv

CG FiRST MAW
CG FLC
CTF SEVEWN 81X

CTF SEVEN MINE
CIG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
Bl cRET

OPCON SLF ALFHA

A. COC THID uaRrIv dadefs7 SEPT 67 (S) waTaL

1, REF A REPORTS JELIABLE INTELLIGENCE INDICATFS POSS IFLE =MEHY
ATTACK GIO L!NH/CON THIEM AREA W{THIN 24 HRS,

2o |F THREAT MATERIALIZES IMVEDIATE AVAILABILITY SFSERVE FOREE
YITH HELO LIFT CAPABILITY FOR REINFORCEMFNT F¥D OUYOOSTS C2iTICAL
HERE FORE REQUEST OPCON SLF ALPHA P PASSED TO (0 {1 MAF FFF

¢418¢¢H, . -
3, IF APPD, OC {11 “AF PSSES oPCON SLF ALPHA TO CG 387) MARNGY

SNE TIME,
GP-4
BT

a ~
DECLASSIFIED



0 0214202 S 67
FM: CG THIRD LARDILY

TOr RUBFIIHICTG SEVFH NIMNE PT FOUR

ZEN/FOURTH ARt

INF RU]“!HFIN‘ ITT WP
RUMFIIG/CTG SEVAN SIX ¢T RO
RUMFTFH/ELT ONF SIANY THRER
BT

SECRET
OPrCoy 113

ie FOX CIG UGILD
2e POR FOULY ¥
J. ANGFSLE BEE
Grals

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED

¥ 030004 SEP 67,

-



DECLASSIF 1

ED

we_mp s

CaEURNSRINETPT FOUR
%c; cgé FOURTH “ARINES

INFO CG 11} MAF
CG THIRD MAgpyv

ETF SEVEN YI¥E

CTG SEVEN StX PT FOUR

BLT ONE SLNNT THRFE

8T cRET

OPCON RLy 1/3

A, CG THIRD MARDIY ¢2145¢2 SEP 67

1, OPCON BLT 4/3 PASSED TO FOURTH “ARINFS AS OF ¢adadty oFP m

GP-4
BT

DECLASSIFIED

-




DECLASSIFIED

- - - O e .o o M

00 garesfy SEP 67

FM eTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
To cG 111 MAF

uM THREE SIX THO

INFO CG FIRST MAW

CG THIRD ARDIV

CTF SEVEN NINE

CTC SEVEN SIX PT FOUR

CYF SEVEN SiX

BY

gECRET

A. CC 111 VAF (315427 SEP 67

8. CC THIRD MARDIYV ¢4¢2592 SEP 67 (voTaL)

1, AW REF A AND B OPCON HW 362 PASSED FFFECTIVE dasgfdu °EP A7
GP=4

BT

, _
DECLASSIFIED !




W TJdNezy

00 RUMHAW

DE RUMFTJY 252 2548710

ZINY §5SSS

BT

SECRE T sV

ZUI RUMVAW 2263 253163

ZDK RUMITJM (26 251834¢/E33% 407
DE RUMFT g% 226 251234¢

LENY SS85S

P P3P340Z SEP 67

L£78 SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
0 RUMHAW/CG FIRST MaW
0 RUMHMF/CG III MAF
BQL/CTF SEVEN NINE
UAUDB/MAG ONE FIVE
MHVP/HMM THREE SIX TWO
HAW/MAG ONE SIX

ECRET
() TG 11I MAF 8614382 SEP 67
CTG 79.4 56210087 SEP 67
CG FIRSI MAW £78925Z SEP 67
§ 362 ROTAT ION

o IAW REF A; B, AND C CTG 79.4 ASSUMES 0PCON H¥M 262 43 OF
o UNODIR CTG 79,4 PASSES QPCON HMM

DECLASSIFIED

AT12280¥ .
362 TO CG FIRSI MAW AS OF

#b

DECLASSIFIED



b e

CTJEILS

‘RUMHAW

RUMFTJN 093 .51 4%
§5S55 |

2814202 SEP &7

TG SEVEN NINE PY FOUR

ABQL /CTF SEVEN . INE

RUHKFMA /CG FMFFAC

QL/CG FMARAC (F D)

RINGUL /CONSEV ENTHF) i

RIAUDA /CONFA JRWEST/AC

HMF /08 117 MAr

KVP/CG THIRD ¥\NRDIV

HAW/CG ¥ IRST fAuw

UDB/NAC ONE FIVE

HAW/MAS ONE JIX

/CT8 SEVEN 7IX PT FOUR

JHuM ONE ¢ THREE
ECRET

HrvM 163 ©ei3347 SEP S

MIDIE CT3 79.4 a3slw

N

(w -

RS Sp s

DECLASSIFIED

§
=Y

,ﬁ@gfﬁ: T2

.o

J
v

DECLASSIFIED

L -~ —y——r—— g = % T 3 -

t

——— s e

s
'E3 CPCON OF HMM 1683 AS OF B31159Z2 SEP 67.

-7



DECLASSIFIED

RIMFTJM
5 PUMHVP 22650 /521349

: $5555 =y
13292 SEP 67 5
-~THIRD MARDIV Yy
UNFTJNI,:58 313, ,8,3 35 1974 e 79.4 0
ZEN/FOURTH MAR Y14

ZIMELFTH MaR ”-r-"‘) !
AFTJM/BLT ONE SLANT THREZ ¥~ :

T ONS SLANT THREE CHOPPzD OPCON FROM FOURTH ®MARIIES 3¢ 0TC
EN NINE PT FOUR AT 3%1523H SEPT €7
4

A / .
/) Leve J7F
| ey BP0

g

DECLASSIFIED

* Wy v Seiyar " B s -t BTRRNCA P DGS R B ST O W TR R O TS S0 TSN TP RN R TR T IS R e W PO QT



DECLASSIFIED

e RS AT CER 3 3

P 13d54z: =gp §7 ZF’
J‘“‘sv:*tan! © v mes ea el
70 RUSFCR /CT8 SEVE® Six p3 FOIR .
RUENAAA/ CHO '

RUMIMQA/CINCPAC .
RUOPBRA/ CLUCPACFLY
BB RUNFCR/CIG SEVEN Nisg pr PR

" WPRR/CTe SIVEN ZERC PT EIGNT
RYMRR/CTF SEVEM S Ix

A | -y
RUMSMA/CONUSMACY | i ) (L_/ Y‘/
RUMSBB/COMNA WOR Y . , . )

RUNHNF/O5 LII MAF

e
. 2~ " 3
RUNFIE/CTECSSEEN ZERO PT Two pT ONE PT ONE I
RUNFCR/CIF SEVES THREE |

LY . gSimTe
8 RUNJNSA/COMPHIBPAC | ’
. RUNNPMA/CG  FaFPyc !
. &G FAFPAC (FwDL
Bt KUMWD/CTF ONE ONE FIVE
iYL RKMSBJ/CDR 7T AIR FORCE
| RUMRR/CTY SEVEN ZERO PT SEvEM PISONE

.
P

J{ G

*

3 ‘-{' . » ) 4 ‘; .
B PAGE T | l%:

47 47) ;641 SECRE TN ¥ !f. -
RUNFC ;

. /CIF SEVEN SEVEN
. RUMFKH/CG THIRD MARDIV
' UMLA/CG FIRST MARAQY
B UMHAY/CG FIRST My
g RUMFCR/CIG SEVEN Si« PI FIye
- RUWFCR/CTG@ SEVEN NiiE PINCIvE
RUNFCR/CTA SEVEN [HREE PT FIVE
RUNFCR/TU SEVEN zE

OLPT E16MT PT KIlng
o gIIIABWCTF SEVEN WIME

b SECRET o
§ CIE 73.2.1.1 PASS ABVANCED CO
PY TO COmySMaCY

OPERATION BEACON ININT (W)
« FOR CT6 76.":

. TERMINATE OPERATI0M BEACON POINT.
- 2. FOR CNO, CINCPAC, CINCPACFLT: CANCEL WICKNARME
1967,

QP4
BT

'SEACON POINT 19 sep

]

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

Y REL

i et COMSEY Jﬂﬂnr i
10 kUMFTﬂ JCTG" qL"VFN:-GJ -
RURTCRASEVEN NI NS Pf ""UJ W
RUAUR LVJ(TF SEVEN SIX. L

RUABGLZ0TF SEVEN NIAT j

5UASMA S O.erALv S i

uuNS"’/“ONw: 'FORY e - ;

~ ‘o e - R - e N

R REACYE SEVEN ZLA0 FT 7400 PT O ONE PTANE ‘ . :

RUAIFUTFOTE SEVES ThRiE - ' | : !

:'JV*'Iﬁ’ YOTR CEVEN ZERC 00 E1OHT :

K i IJ v

115a/CLY P 4

“v"'per‘.y "

s :

LS co'}‘LI‘j :

\'.,” l)‘t':f/ Rel g ,-"IZ;A,'; ;

RUSBW A0 0V pag (r -

LN HD g T (.‘2 DHE T g

PO B R S D 5 U oad oo j’

R U IV R L A B8 F SR i

SR RN A O T N CE (I A S I :

PRG, (RN SV SR {

SR AR e 1» $F
’ Ry l o SLv i

2:"" e G
-’J'Jna/“(v' CARCIV ,
]YNE AWACE FIRST MAW .
Ruy :T a/cx SEVEN STk r“‘”r\z
2y '3 F ; , .

CGNTe TS s ks

,EARCH gng naérnpv

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

N .%UR bEeE optmz‘w'k
IG&A'{;::.D REPRESZNTATIVE . |
5L 776+4 (COMPHERON FIVE): difia !
.caawﬁﬂﬁﬁ? ANPHIBIOUS TASK FORBEZCCATF :
A¢ CTG 79%c4 (COMMANDERCLF ALFAY ENBARKED IN- uss OKINAhA b sxamarh
COMMANDER LANDING FORCE (CLFY,
o COMJAND RELATIONSKIPS 1AW PARA 3X(2) AND (3) OF REF p.
5. COOUSNICY FILL SROVDE ANT? o .NFILLRéllOu/FXPII FETIGH PA
FOR 7 US UPERATION ABD VILL PROVIDE c,s FHD OTHER SUPPORT As
UPO% WITH Co%l¥ 1aw Pabn 1.401) OF RED

LR N

7 ANPRIBIOUS ORIE(TIYVE &REaA 5DAY. o

L e
.y-
ol : Be e, VN0

'Y

-

Lo ”"CWNAHE

'ieuéIrh'wE
GRATEL

‘iO 2E

CAEF iR
Tkuine b Dﬁ:, s

TAGE FOUR musgij

WERTERS KL Tl e Sl 2E
SEPAE ATE MEC3RG0. T f 1

ACTICABL T T0 ALLOW 1CA LGNS ©

INELUTE MEG NGT RECEIUED SLED GIHC ¥ g bt FUEE
37 YOVAL, 4%D ACT ACGLRD TN RUING, ALCON

‘S SPECIAL INSTRUCTIGHS
Ao WHEN FIRMLY EST4dLISHED PSHORE ANO NHFN NUTUALF

D-CG 111 MAF, REQUIRED. ELEMENT ‘or:str CHOP 10 .CG.
UPON cuop OF REQU
Ri- CATF :REMN/

DECLASSIFIED

ab i

FRTCURERVEN

AN A A B G o S woi O o




DECLASSIFIED

VvV UAM6TT
P RUMHVP
DE RUMEUAM 056 054@555
EZNY $SSSS
2105562 SEP 67
EFM CTG SEVEN SIX PT Foya -
O RUMHMF/CG TII MaF N
NFO RUMSMA /C:0MUSHACY ‘ R S
ERUHHBRA /C INCPACFLT A
"RUNHFMA/CG FY7PAC
. RUAUBUL /COMSEY/ENTHFLT R
iRuunvpzcs THIRD MARDIV S
LRUH]‘«.. /CG FIFST MaRDIv -
; RUMFKRV/CTF SIVEN SIX o
J: RUABQL/CTF SFVEN NINE SR
{ RUMHFL/CG 0:1.3GCHD A
“RUMEUAG/CTG EEVER SIX 27 Fivr o s
A RUMEUAG/CTG SEVEW HIN: % 7jup
I ZEN/CTG SEVEN NINE FT FOUR
A§RUMFCR/CTU SIVEN ZERO P EIZNT PT NINE
rggmqu/ce FI05T Maw

IseCcRrRET
EBALLISTIC CHARGE OPTON 1.7 4LFA €075 79.4)

FPAGE TW) RUNEUAM 836 1 ¢ 7 = 7
fAo CG 3I1 MAF 21p1igze urp -

BB, COMSEVENTHFLT {1igisio oow

c. COMSEVENTHFLT 14141277
¥1, REF A REQ SELECTED Lli:f
EREQUESTED CT3 76.4/CTC 79,/
§2. CONCUR CHOP AS PEQUESTED D UILL (o3
FIN BALLISTIC CHARGE A¥PUIG (LS aBS, 1 3
JAOA DISESTLBI “THED eR? 53
EW o ARG ALTAp TG 78.47070
- 9¢ EQUESTED hEF AO

Ao CTG 79.4 CONCUES.

CP -4

ST

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

NV MEAiGaVy HEw Fou . o
00 RUMED At

RUMHMF 20114 2641214
'NY SSSSS
0 2112147 StP &7
M CG 11 ¢
TO ZEN/CG FIRST #Maridiy
ZEN/CG FIRST May P
RUMEUAM/CIG SEVEN SIX : Fuin?®
=_&N§0 RUMSMA < COMLISMiCY
HBRA/CINUPACKFLT

-ZEN/CG FMFPLC
‘RUAUBUL /COMIEVENT Wi,
ZEN/CG THIRD daRDIV
RUMFKRV/CTF ScVER 31%

E RUABQL/CTF SiVEN W di
- ZEN/CG *(RLU,LMD

- RUMEUAG/OTC SEVEN STk ¢ (i
' RUMEUAG/CIC SEVEN d1uz 11 -
B RUMEUAM/CY ¢ SEVEN WINT 77 7
HE' RUMFCR/CTY LSVEN ZERC v% .

B OPCON SL7 & #Hp (205 790

2, CG IIy #LF
PLSSES (CPCCH
{1ST BN 3KRD MaAR
- W/2712

I1ST PLT REZNY, C3
©2ND PLT (REIND. CU 8 3:h e 42
. DET, 24D PLT, C2 2, &30 €0 uyd

e
P

Jj
[ L R
— ey
LY SR

&

B TO CG FMAW SAME 101%.

- g GP=4 - L / . e
g oT * 3 CELASL PG S

DECLASSIFIED

36 CG III MaF ASTUNES Cro OGN HMg sod TF00700E

2



DECLASSIFIED

» » .
: .
- .

VW OMEA 1SS FRECUzR
00 RUMEUAN
ZNY ccoee ’CJ RUMF

W ODKELS
06 RUMEZ AN RUMELA3
DE RUMHMF 2642 2731242
ZNY cecce .
0 P 271342 SEP 67 A
FM €6 111 4AF ‘ Ko
.10 RUMEUAN/CTS SEVEN S1X PT FOUR o

e e

RUMELAA/CIC FEVEN N1
INFO RUHHBR’XCTQCVA(PMA o
RUAUBUL 7 COMSEVENTHFL Y N
ZEN/CG FMFFAC y

ZEN/CCG THjAD MARDIV )
ZEN/CG FiiST MARDIV
ZEN/CG FIRST Maw
" RUMFKGV,CIF SEVEN SIX
RUABSL/CTF UEVEX NIHE
ZEN/CE FORL OGCME
RUMEL3/%2T6 SEEEESEVETYEN SI¥ FT FIVE
RUME:AG/CTG SEVEY NIiRE PY FIVE
RUMFSR/CTU SEVED ZERU #7 LGHT 77 NN
81
CXy N FIDENTI &L
Qreeh BLT 1/%
fo CG IST MARDIV 274717, SEPET (o ¥0val
PAGE TWO RUMMAF 2647 T
le REF a4 PatSES CrLUN nid ; CAY

ARCA FOR BACKLCGAD O4A
2o CG LIl Me¥ FASSES OF A TOCT L iR s U ol
3. CT3 76,47 (3.0 NOQYLIY ;"a,'\; r(‘\,, CHIN DREGGH LT LS LNTEnED,
GP-4 ‘
81

GFIN3 (i) Ccnfag

.‘,._

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

» N
. .
~ R

YU NIxag vy FE3i3:
20 ZUMEUA4

“ZLY COCCC 206 RUMF

U ‘ },.’w;‘
20 RUMEL'AY RUMZUAG NI

DE SUMMNF 272 2713526 A;?Zl“

2'Y cceee N n-pﬁj

0 28b252 3EF §7 -~ G

FM CC IYI MAF . e ()V‘\‘ﬂ ﬂ',b
TC RUNEUAN/CTG SEVEN SIX PY FOUR {
FUMELANSCTF SEVEN NINE PT FOUR ¢
INFC RUMSMA/CONUSHMACY _

KUHKBR A/ CINCPACFLT ’, o
RUAUBUL/COMSEVENTHFLT . S ,ﬁﬁi”fz'
ZEN/CG FMFPAC - VAR
ZEN/CG THIRD MARDIV ’ A
ZEN/CG FIRST MARDIV ‘

ZEN/CS FIRST Maw

RUMFKRY/CTF SEVEN SIY

TUABCL/CTF SEVEN N

ZEN/CG FORL OGCMD.

MEUAG/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE ;

MEUAG/CIG SEVEN NILT PT FIVe ‘

r%mrca/cru SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHTHSUFVIE

NFIDEZNTI AL
DPCON AMM 183

AGE TWO RUMENF 2721 C O X F I D E 7 g AL

. CC 1ST MAW 2214122 SEPT67 (NOTAL)

,,.¥5F A PASSES CPCON HMM-183 TO CG III MAF =fF

BEPTST |

JE. CG 111 MAF PASSES 0PCON To

k2. CTG 76.4/75.4 NOTIFY aLcon
Pt

ECTIVE 285828

CTG 7%.4 SAME TIng
WHEN OPCCK HMM 63 ASSUMED,

N B ] .- A T

-/

l

DECLASSIFIED

CDOKRER3E




DECLASSIFIED

0 290P08 P 6T
FM COM SEVENT HFLT
X0_CTG SEVEN SIX PT Fous

TOANIAN AL e, s L s e e

Ga’g - J
CI‘JCPHC - ®E g s randT ey ;/" R S
CY‘}\I"PA F“L‘l . ! ()Pi’:tJ 1 "L e } ?’_/ /’ € /‘ . {- i e
| L1Q SEVEN NN T R | ) ‘
m SEV[l‘r PERO P ):}‘) ﬂi S Lt ‘:;
| CTF SV STIX ‘_,_I{‘._ R A
CXTF SV r\‘ NINE
. COH USH A 1

CHUN LY Fo

Cq TI: Bayw

CE THIRD DIV
COUPH 5 “aC

03 THLHR
FIFPEC (FuD)
CTF OME 931 FIVE
CODC SEVEN S AR FOAUE
[CTU SEVEN ZERD Pl SEVEN 17 ONR
PAGE TWO nuauw. 1798 SECRET - - - v
 #TF SVEN SVEN T e
CrU_SFVEN ZERQ FI . SEVEN PT wo o S
S rmsrmnnm _ | e
~rg ERST AW . L P
. CTG. SEVEN SIX ‘BT FIVE R T N
- . CT@ " SEVEN NINE PT FIVE - = o

.- CTGSEVEN THREE FT FIVE il
. TU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT T NINE SO

. CT@ SEVEN TWREE - .

CTE SEVE! ZERO PT TWO FT ORD PT om:

 CTa.ONE ONE FIVE-PI ONE e CE
SECRET - | | | e
OTE 10,2, 1,1 PASS ADVANCED COPY TO conusmACH oPERATION L

'~ BALLISTIC CHAR&GED "¢y
" 1o FOR CTG 76.4 TER#INATE OPE’rgrmN BAL LIqu CHI‘:RGEo R
2. FOR CNO, CINCPAC, CI'M"F’ACI‘LT: CAMCFL N:cw:,mn Bm.!.z"rIc (,HA
2y AP !967.. :
- @p-a

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRE®NOFORN @ C“377-1;

COMMANDER
JAL LANDING FORCE
ALFA

SEVENTH FLEET

) T [TRAIEw]79.4¢
AFTER ACTION REPORT
BEACON POINT

DOWNGRADED AT |2 YEAR INTERVALS;
NOT AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED

DOD DIR $200.10

~ I-10 SEPTEMBER 1967
opies SECRET-NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

HisADGUARTBRG
Task Group 79 .4
FPO San Francisco, 96602
3/GR/j1
Ser: 0034280-67
8 October 1907

SECRET-NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of enclosures (1) through (4)

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, SEVENTH Fleet

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation BEACON POINT

Encl: 21) Commander Task Group 79.4, After Action Report BLACON POINT -
o H¥M-362, After Action Report, BEACON POINT. - -

{1 é3

4

- BLT 1/3, After Action Report, BEACON POINT /- . ..~
Operations Overlay BEACON POINT

1. Enclosure (1) contains the Commander Task Group 79.4's After Action

Report for Operation BEACON POINT.

2. Enclosures (2) through (4) emplify enclosure (1).

W/ﬂ—’&' ‘»~.,A.4‘ m

JOHN A. CONWAY

DISTRIBUTION:

, COPY #
TG 79.4 Cmd Chronology 1-15
CG 9th MAB 16-40
CTG 79.4 41
CIG 76.4 42-44
COMNAVFORV 45
CTG 79.5 4&
oMM 163 47
BLT 1/3 48
CG 3rd MarDiv 49
CG 1st MarDiv 50

SECHRET-NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

COMBAT AFTER ACIION REPORT, OPERATION BEACON PQINT

SECRET-NOFORN -

Map reference: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, AMS Series L7014, Sheet 6442 II.
1. GENERAL

a. Operation BEACON POINT was aunilateral amphibious operation using both
waterborne and heliborne assault forces. The operation was conducted in accord-
ance with NWP-22(B).

b. The operation was conducted in the HUONG DIEN AND QUANG DIEN THIEN
Districts, THUA THIEN Province, which is located in Northern I CTZ, REPUBLIC
OF VIETNAM.

¢. Inclusive dates of Operation BEACON POINT were 1-10 September 1967.
Operational control of Task Group 79.4 was passed to an "in country” commander
during the operation.

(1) At 010700H September 1967 a heliborne assault force landed in
LZ SPARROW and a waterborne assault force made a simultaneous landing over
GREEN BEACH. ’

(2) BLT 1/3 participated in Operation FREMONT commencing at O60600H
September 1967.

(3) The Commander Amphibious Task Group 76.4 reembarked Co B and Btry
A, 1/12 of BLT 1/3 during the evening of 5 September 1967 and debarked Co B at
COL CO Ramp vicinity YD 827314 on the morning of 6 September 1967.

(4) BLT 1/3 was re-embarked onboard ships of Amphibious Ready Group
ALFA on 9 September 1967 and Operation BEACON POINT was terminated on 10
September 1967.

2. TASK ORGANIZATION.

Task Group 79.4 Colonel J. A. CONWAY
BIT 1/3 LtCol A. I. THOMAS
HMM-362 LtCol N. J. KAPETAN

3, INTELLIGHWNCE
a. Terrain

(1) General. The amphibious objective area was a portion of the sea-
ward margin of the central coastal lowlands and delta plain. It consists of
low lying, often flooded, poorly drained land. It is compartmented by three
segments of terrain all generally aligned with the coast and paralleling one

ENCLOSURE (1)
1 SECRET-NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET-NOFORN

another. They progress inland from gently rolling sandy beaches and sand dunes,
to an area of rice cultivation and dry land crops, to an open sandy area con-
sisting of five lakes, or pools, running parallel northwest and southeast.

(2) Relief. The area from the coast to about 4000 meters inland is
characterized by flat to gently rolling sandy beaches with some steep dunes
averaging 2-3 meters with a maximum of 10 meters. The area behind th: beach
consists primarily of poorly drained level areas of wetland cultivation and
dry crops. The local relief is generally less than 20 meters with glopes less
than three per cent. <The most prominent relief features are the dikes snd roads
which separate the rice paddies.

(3) Beach study. The northern end tor the beach is located at 16°
43'20"N 107925'25"E (UM YD 582499) and it runs southeast to 16939 10"N 107°30' 00"E
(UIM YD 666432)., The beach is straight and is 10,800 meters long. All of the
beach is usable. The width of the beach is v2 to 27, meters wide at high water
and 91 to 291 meters wide at low water. The gradient of the beach is 1l:15 to
1:75 low water to high water, 1:10 to 1:15 high water zone. The beach is com-
posed of fine white sand. It is firm when wet. Trafiicability is fair to poor
when wet and poor when dry. Exits are cross country along numerous trails
throughout the countryside. The area directly behind the beach is covered with
sand dunes having a maximum height of 10 meters. Huts, cemeteries, and religious
pagodas are scattered throughout the area.

b. Enemy Situation. The units that had normally operated ¢irectly in the
assigned amphibious objective area were the 802nd Main Force Bn, the 806th
NVA Bn, and the C11% and Cll4 Local force Co's, Total strength of these four
units was estimated at about 550 men. Uther elements of the 64h LVA et
occasionally operated in the same ares. This unit had the capability to
reinforce any units in the objective area.

¢. Order of Battle

Unit Location vtrength Weapons

- 81mn mortars

- 60mm mortars

- heavy machine guns (12, 7)
f5mm recoilless rifles

= B-90 rocket launchers

- B-40 rocket launchers

- automatic rifles

806th NVA Bn YD 5741 215

—

N
D N AN AN G
t

802nd MF Bn YD 5342 215 12 - 60mm mortars
f5mn recoilless rifles

3 = 57mm recoilless rifles

6 - B-90 rocket launchers
10 - B-40 rocket launchers

6 - antiaircraft guns .

N
]
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Unit Location Strength Weapons
C113 LF Co YD 5245 60 1 - 81lmm mortar
2 - 60mm mortars
6 - automatic rifles
12 - submachine guns
Cll4 LF Co YD 5345 50 2 - 60mr mortars
9 - automatic rifles

d. Enemy Contact

(1) On D-day the waterborne forces made an unopposed landing over GREEN
BEACH. The heliborne forces landed in LZ SPARROW and received light snipev
fire. Throughout the day many surprise firing devices were encountered and
friendly units received light sporadic enemy sniper fire. On D+1 and D+2
surprise firing devices and sniper fire continued to be encountered. ¥wo
units came under 60mm mortar fire and received a total of 12 rounds. Caches
of rice totalling 35% tons were discovered. On D+3 the enemy situation re-
mained the same as the 3 previous days. Cumulative enemy losses for Operation
BEACON POINT were 2 KIA confirmed, 1 KIA probable, and 25 detainees.

(2) Helos received small arms fire throughont the operation. 4 total
of 5 helos received hits; all sustained minor damagc .

e. Weather. Partly cloudy weather and occasional showers prevailed in the
area, The visibility was excellent except during periods of precipitation.
Winds were prevalent from the SW at about 8-12 knots. The temperature was 84-
88° ¥,

4. HISSION. As directed by COMSEVENDIFLY msg 240328Z Augb7 (Initiating
Directive), the mission assigned to the CATF (CTG 76.4) and CLF (CTG 79Y.4)

was "When directed, conduct a search and destroy amphibious operation against
VC/NVA forces in the amphibious objective area in THUA THIEN Province of I CTu
or other operations as agreed upon with CG IIl MAF or his designated representa-

tive".

5. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONG

a., Operation BEACON POINT as directed by COMSEVENTHFLT was an unilateral
amphibious operation conducted by TG 76.4/79.4. The operation was planned for
a 4-5 day period of search and destroy operations commencing with waterborne
and heliborne assault landings.

b. The purpose of the operation was to prevent the Viet Cong from using
the objective area as a base of operations from which they could disrupt the
tietnamese national elections. Initially, the inherent mobility of TG 79.4
was to be used to the maximum extent possible to insure a rapid build up »f

ENCLOSURE (1)
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combat power ashore, thereby gaining surprise and fire superiority by shock
action. Subsequently, aggressive search and destroy operations were to be
conducted within the AQA.

Cc. Employment of supporting arms was an essential part of this concept.
Fire support was to be provided by the artillery organic to the BLT and the
naval gunfire ships USS WALDRON (DD-699) and USS RUBIsON (DDG-12), Close air
support was to be on station during the assault landings.

d. CLG 76.4 was to CHOP OPCOK of required elements of TG 79.4 to an "“in
country" commander as mutually agreed upon between CATF (CIG 76.4) and CG
III MAF for further employment in conjunction with operations as required.

e. The concept of operations included the following: L-hour and H-hour
were scheduled concurrently; landing zones were to be prepared by firej fire
support for GREEN BEACH was prearranged on call.

6. EXECUTION

a. Operation BEACON POINI as directed by COMSLVENTHFLT was executed in
accordance with CiG 76.4 OP ORDER 310-67 and CUG 79.4 OP PLAN 120467
supplemented by CTG 79.4 frag orders for operations in thc amphibious objecw
tive area. .

(1) D-day was established as 1 September 1967 with L-hour and H-hour
at O700H,

(2) TG 79.4 landed its waterborne and heliborne assault forces at
010700H and by 011025H September 1967 BLT 1/3 wag established ashore and
conducting operations as required. CLF assumed responsibility for control
and coordination of supporting arms effective 011800H September 1967.

(2) Due to an acule helicopter shortuge in I Clu, CIG 79.4 was directed
tc pass JPCON of HMM-362 to CG III HAF effective 041800H. OPCON of HMM~362 was
returned to CTG 79.4 at 072200H September 1967,

(3) During the period 041800H veyutember 1967 to 072200H September
1967 when CTG 79.4 controlled neither the BLT nor the helicopter squadron,
TG 79.4 remained under the OPCON of CG 3d MNar Div.

(4) on 8 September 1967 HMM-163 replaced MMM-362 as TG 79.4's heli-
copter squadron.

(%) OPCON of BLY! 1/§ wag choppad to CUG 79.4 ul 091520H September 1967
and OPCON of TG 79,4 was passed to CG III MAF and CICG 76.4 concurrently al
100800H September 1967,

7. RESULTS. Enclosures (2) and (3). .

ENCLOSURE (1)
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8. COMVANDERS ANALYSIS. This analysis is limited to matters at TG 79.4 level.
BIM and squedron commanders' analyses are contained in their respective reports,

enclosures (2) and (3).

a. Ylanning

(1) On 19 August 1967 CTG 79.4 and staff flew from NAS CUBI POINT,
R.P. to VIETNAM in order to attend a 3d Mar Div planning conference. A second
planning conference held at III MAF headquarters on 29 August was also attended
by CTG 79.4 and his staff.

(2) Additiona) planning conferences were held at the 3d Mar Viv
headquarters, lst ARVN Division hcadquarters and the 4th Marines CP on 30 August
1967 and again at the 3d Mar Div headquarters on 31 August. ‘

(3) TG 79.4 planning was continuous and was conducted concurrently
with the TG 76.4 staff. During the planning phase the following steps were
accomplished:

(a) Maps, aerial photography, area analysis and enemy order of
battle were obtained. Aerial reconnaissance of the proposed AGA was requested
and obtmined prior to commencement of the operation. ‘

(b) Current intelligence was obtained from various "in country"
gsources, principally 3d Mar Div.

(¢) Arrangements were made for processing and evacuation of VC5,
refugees, civilian casualties and captured materiel.

(d) Arrangements were made for obtaining ITT teams, CIT personnel,
APT teams, interpreters and a Popular Force squad to assist in the operation.

(e) Logistic support procedures were arranged.

(f) Radio frequencies were obtained and the communication operating
instructions (COI) was published.

(g) The AOA was discussed, agreed upon and command relationships
were finalized.

(n) Two naval gunfire ships and on station close air support were

requested.,
I d

(i) Arrangements were made for additional helicopter support con=-
sisting of two armed and one unarmed UH-1E. .

(3) Arrangements were made to exchange liaison parties with the
1st ARVN Division and to receiwe naval gunfire and district chief liaison officers.

'ENCLOSURE (1)
5 : . SECRET~-NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET-NOFORN

b. Command Belationships. Operation BEACON POINT was a unilateral
amphibious operation with command relationships in accordance with NWP-22(B).

Responsibility fer control and coordination of supporting arms was assumed by
CLP effective 011800H September 1967. OPCON of TG 79.4 was passed to an "in
ocountry" commander during the operation. At 011800H September 1967 CTG 76.4
passed OPCON of TG 79.4 CG III MAF (CTG 76.4 010952Z Sepb7). CG III MAF
simultaneously passed OPCON of TG 79.4 to CG 3d Mar Div (CG III MAF 0104562
Sep67). CG 3d Mar Div directed CTG 79.4 to pass OPCON of BLT 1/3 to CO 4th Marines
at 030800H September 1967 ' while retaining control of CTG 79.4 (CG 3d Mar
Div 021430 Sep67). CIG 79.4 pessed OPCON of HMM-362 to III MAF effective
041800H (CTG 79.4 0433532 Sep67). OPCON of HMM-362 was assumed by CIG 79.4

at 072200H(CTG 79.4. 080340Z Sep67) and was finally passed to CG lst MAW at
080TOOH September 1967 (CTG 79.4 080340 Sep67). At 081159Z CIG 79.4 assumed
OPCON of HMM-163 which repleced HMM-362 by normal intra-theather rotation

(cTG 79.4 0814202 Sep67). OPCON of BLT 1/3 was returned to CiG 7Y.4 at
091530E (CG 3d Mar Div 091329Z Sep67). Finally, OPCON of TG 79.4 was trans-
fered to CG III-MAF and to CTG 76.4 concurrently at 100800H September 1967

(c6 3da Mar Div 09 1307Z Sep67 and CG III MAF 100158Z Sep67). COMSEVENTHFLT
terminated Operation BEACON POINT on 10 September (COMSEVENTHFLT 100542 Sep67).

c. JIntelligence ‘l’

v (1) Prior to Operation BEACON POINI' arrangements were made with III
MAF and CG 3d Mar Div for area studies, special intelligence studies and
aerial photos. Also CO 4th Marines furnished up to date information concerning
the amphibious objective area, Augmentation personnel in the form of ITT,

AFT, interpreters, and CIT were requested along with reward funds.

~ (a) ITT. An interrogation translation sub-team consisting of
two Marine interpreter/translators and one Vietnamese interpreter were furnished
from 3d ITT. This sub-team operated with the intelligence section of the BLT.

- (b) APT. An armed propaganda team of squad size was furnished.
It consisted of 3 Marines and 10 Vietnamese. This team was further broken
down into 3 sub-teams and one was placed with each of the three assault
companies. ’

(o)‘ Interpreters. Six interpreters were requested but only three
were furnished due to the shortage of trained personnel within the division.
 However, by using the interpreters assigned to the APT and ITT, TG 79.4 had
the equivalent of 6 interpreters. A total of 6 interpreters are required in
order to take advantage of information with an immediate tactical value.

. _ ENCLOSURE ‘g ).
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(d) CIT. T6 79.4 was also augmented with 1 member of a counter
intelligence team and with an intelligence analyst, These men worked in
conjunotion with the interrogation translation tean in the BLT intelligence

section.

+(e) Reward Fund, A total of 10,000 piasters was provided from
the 3d Mar Div reward fund. ‘This was distributed to the companies for use in
obtaining information conceraing the location of mines, surprise firing de-
vices and poesible NVA/VC weapon locations.

d. Supporting Arms

_ (1) Naval gunfire support for Operation BEACON POINT was provided by
the following shipss

USS WALDRON (DD-699) - direct support
USS ROBISON (DDG-12) - direct support

Naval gunfire preparation fires were delivered on the periphery of LZ SPARROW.
Prep fires ran from L-40 to L-5. All fires were observed and controlled by
an airborne spotter. During-the prep fires, USS WALDRON expended 133 rounds
and the USS ROBISON 82, totaling 215 rounds. USS ROBISON was released- as
soon 88 the 105mm battery was ashore (0930 on D-day). USS WALDRON continued
in direct support firing 12 rounds of B&I during the night. In the afternoon
of D+2 USS WALDRON was reassigned and given another "in country" mission
which terminated all naval gunfire support for this operation.

(2) Close air support was provided by lst MAW. The VMO-6 detachment
of armed and unatmed UH-1E's performed missions of helo escort, suppressive
fires, TAC(a), ahd TAO throughout the operation in an effective manner.

(3) Artillery suppq@t was provided by the 105mm howitzer battery
organic to the BLT. The 4.2 vattery was not utilized. Support consisted of
13 observed missions, and 94 HkI's totaling 434 rounds expended.

(4) Coordination of supporting arms was coantrolled by CATE until 1800
on Deday. Once passed to CLF, the facilities of SAAC were utilized for co-
ordination and ogntrel of fire. After chop of BLT 1/3 to the 4th Marines,
CLF passed fire support coordination and control to the CO, 4th Marines.

e. Logisti

(1) Inital liaison was conducted with 3d Mar Div prior to the com-
mencement of Operation BEACON POINT in order to establish and coordinate

ENCLOSURE (1)
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logistic support from "in country" sources. The logistic support area (LoA)
established at the Ath Marines CP was designated as the primary resupply point
for the SLF during the operation. Additional liaison was made with the 4th
Marines in order to work out specific details concerning the support to be
furnished. Arrangements were made to draw Class I, III, 1V, V and limited
Class 1! (consumables only) from the L3A. Futher lopistic sunport was pro-
vided from supplies and equipment embarked aboard ARG/LLE shipping,

(2) In order to provide for necessary coordination, a detachment from
the Shore Party Platoon was positioned at the LSA on D-1. These personnsl
received daily resupply requests from units of the BLT, drew required supplies
from supply dumps and loaded resupply helicopters. In order to insure com-
plete coordination of the logistic support effort, communications were
established between the Shore Party detachment at the Lo, tie BLL S5-4 located
in the field and TAC LOG groups aboard the ships of th- ARG/sLi shipping.

(3) Resupply was by unit distribution from the LSA using UH-34 heli-
copters. An exception to this was the resupply of 105mm artiliery ammunition
which was accomplished by LVI from the LPD. This was done in order to reduce
the total amount of resupply to be lifted by helicopter. No unusual difficul-
ties in resupply were encountered.

(4) A1) TG 79.4 casualties were evacuated to the .LPH, which was designa
s Lhe Casually Evacuation Control Bhip (CLCY). “EIA's weve iurthor evacuaiud
to Graves iRegistration Sectlion, lst Med Bn, Da NANG.

(5) Civilian and V03 casualties vere evacuated to the 4th Marines CP
for treatment and interrogation, If required, further evacuation to the RVN
hospital in HUE had been arranged. -

(6) After interrogation at the BLT level by attached If% and APT
personnel, detainees were evacuatec to the 4th Marines POW compound .

(7) More than 35 tons of rice were captured by the BLT, After the
rice was bagged, it was evacuated to the LSA for further disposition. Approx-
imately 21 tons of rice were evacuated. This was a very time consuming process.
After the advance of the BLT had been held up for two days because of the
evacuation of rice, CG 3d Mar Div ordered the remaining rice deastroyed to allow
the BLT to continue its movement.

f. Casualty Reporting. Casualty reporting was conducted in accordance
with current directives. The CRCC ALFA was located aboard the USS OKINAWA
(LPH-3), which was designated the CECS. A BLT medical representative was
positioned at 3d Med Bn, PHU BAI to collect and pass information on BLT 1/3
casualties to the CRCC. No problems were experienced during the operation
concerning handling of casualties., The following is a breakdown of casualties:

Operation BEACON PCINT  KIA  Ia(s) WIA() NON-HOGTILE
BLT 1/3 2 26 8 34
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Operation BEACON POINT KA WIA(B) WIA(NE) RON-EOSTILE

HMM-362 0 0 1 0
ADMITTANCE : 0 0 0 0

Operation FREMONT

BIP 1/3 0 2 1 13
EMM-362 0 1 0 0
. ADMITTANCE 0 3 o 0
TOTAL 2 32 10 47 "

.8+ Civic Action. No major civiec action program was conducted because
of the taotical situation. The objective area was designated as a free o
fire zone and civilians had been previously evacuated from the area by K
government forces. Refugees were evacusted to the 4th Marines CP for inter-
views and further relocation by "in country" personnel.

h. I80. A photographer was sent ashore with Co D, BLT 1/3 to provide
photographic coverage.

i. Communications

| (1) The following nets were entered or established during Operation
. BEACON POINT.

(a) Div Tac #2. OCovered FM voice between 3d Mar Div and CTG
- +794#4 (Nestor Crypto System). Other units on this net were: CIG 79.5, 3d,
4th and 9th Marines. ]

(b) SLF Tac #l. FM voice radio between CTG 79.4 and BLT 1/3
(direct communication was not possible on this net, and an AN/HRC 109 was
needed a8 a relay station on GREEN BEACH).

(c) ; FSC Net. MM voice radio between CTG 79.4, BLT 1/3 FSC,
Btry 4, 1/12and the 4th Marines FSCC for fire support coordination.

(d) TAC LOG. FM voice radio hetween all ships of the ARG/SLF, the
S-4 of BLT 1/3, and the LSA for logistic support. -

‘ (e) III MAF Cmd#2_. Covered radio teletype (RATT, 60 WPM) on
III MAF circuit. Available on this net were III MAF, 34 Mar Div, and CTG
79.5 (Orestes Crypto System). ‘

. ENCLOSURE (1)
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(g) Div Cmd #1. CTG 79.4 activated this net with 3d Mar Div for
adninistrative traffic for a short period of time.

(2) Communications during Operation BEACON POINT ranged from poor to
very good. CIG 79.4 did not have positive, reliable communications with the
BLT over the SLF TAC #l during & portion of the second day. During this
period various alternate means of communicating with the BLT were available
including the TAC LOG and the F3C nets. Communications werere-established
over the SLF TAC #1 by placing a radio jeep (AN/MRC-109) at GREEN BEACH and
using it as a relay station.

(3) Mutual interference between the various VHF/FM radios located on
board the USS OKINAWA required extensive use of alternate frequencies. When
the alternate frequency also resulted in mutual interference, it was often
found that shifting back to the original frequency apparently eliminated the
problem. No conclusions were reached concerning the specific causes of the
frequency interference problems. Contributing factors appear to be the
antenna configuration of the ship and the saturation of the area of operations
with radios operating in the VHF frequency range. Strict adherence to the
retransmission interference charts should help reduce mutual interference
problems in future operations.

(4) Communications security continues to persist as a major problem
area. There is no adequate method of passing sensitive information between
the SLF and BLT commanders using available communications equipment. The
terrain, the heavy lift requirement and the general unreliable operation of
the AN/MRC-109/110 (KY-8) secure voice systems continue to preclude reliance
on this capability for exchanging sensilive information. A second method,
that of using crypto code sheets (KAK, PX/TSEC) has been attempted during
this and recent operations. This method is time consuming, cumbersome and
generally unsuitable for use in a fast moving tactical situation. Radio
operators continually atteript to avoid using the KAK, PX/TSEC by relying on
previously used brevity codes which have a high probability of having been
compromised. This problem area is clearly recognized and positive steps
are being taken to correct operator abuses. However, the general problem
of exchanging sensitive information between field commanders is serious and
continues to remain with us.

9. The following comments are included on subordinate commanders combat after
action reports:

a. HMM-362 After Action Report

(1) Paragraph 2b. Last sentence should read "Us$ DULUTH (L¥D-6)"
vice "USS HERMITAGE'.
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(2) Paragraph 2f. The recommendation has merit. There appears to be
a need for members of the Shore Party Bn (HST teams) to be schooled in the four
areas listed. To be of value the instruction should consist principally of
practical application in various terrain tyoes. In TG 79.4, after each operation,
squadron and HST personnel discuss problem areas in order to develop workable.
solutions.
b. BLI 1/3 After Action Report

(1) Parapraph 1l1. Concur with the comments as stated. During the
planning phase of future operations specific arrangements will be made for -
the removal of large quantities of food or weapons which might be captured.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation BALLISTIC 'CEABGE/SEEIBYYILI.E

Enol: (1)~ Commander Task Group 79.4, After Action Report, BALLISTIC
| CHARGE/SHELBYVILIE , /¢ - 29 Lip b7
Qwo&f 2) - BMM~163, After Aétion Report, BALLISTIC CRABGE/SHELBYVILIE, ’6-22 /.f.,,., 7
Srele((3) - BLE 1/3, After Action Report, BALLISTIC CHARGE/BNSRMYVERIE /¢-22 L, 4
4) . Operations Overlay BALLISTIC CHARGE ‘

1. Enclosure (1) conteins the Commander Task Group 79.4's After Action
Report for Operation BPALLISTIC CHARGE/SHELBYVILLE.

2. Enclosures (2) through (4) amplify enclosure (1).

OHN A. CONWAY 1
DISTRIBUTION:
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CG 9th MAB 16-40
CTG 79.4 41
CTG 76.4 4244
COMNAVFCRV . 45
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CG 3d Mar Div 49
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COMBAT AFIER ACTION REPORT, OPERATION BALLISTIC CHARGE/SHELBYVILLE

Map references VIETNAM, 1:50,000, AM5 Series L7014, Sheets 640 I and II
: . (BALLISTIC CHARGE); Sheet 6640 IV (SHELBYV1LLE) .

1. GENERAL

a. Operation BALLISITIC CHARGE was a.unilateral amphibious 6peration
using both waterborne and heliborne assault forces. The operation was
conducted in accordance with NWP-22(B).

_b.?“Thp‘operation was conducted in the DUY XUYEN, QUE SON and DIEN BAN
Districts, QUANG NAM Province which is ‘located in southern I CTZ, REPUBLIC
OF VIETNAM. :

_ c. Inclusive dates of Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE were 16-29 September.
Operational control of elements of SLF ALFA, that is, BLT 1/5 and HMM-163
was passed to "in country" commanders during Operation SHELBYVILLE.

(1) At 160700H a waterborpe assault force landed over RED BEACH.
& At 160709E heliborne assault forces landed in LZ GOOSE (alternate) after a
| 9 minute delay for additional air preparation of the Li.

(2) At 220900H elements of BLT 1/3 conducted a heliborne withdrawal
from the BALLISTIC CHARGE AQA and & heliborneagsault into the SHELBYVILLE
operating area.

(3) Blements of BLT 1/3 participated\in Operation SHELBYVILLE from
22 September to 28 September 1967. HMM-163 provided support as directed
by lst MAW from 23 September until 28 September 1967. 1G 79.4 provided
helicopter, communications and administrative support for BLT 1/5 during
Operation SHELBYVILLE. ’ ‘ 4

(4) blements of BLI 1/% were re-embarked on bourd ships of ARG/
oL ALWE: on 28 Septoember 1967 and Operation BaLLISYIC CHARGE was termin-
ated on 29 September 1967,

2., TASK ORGs INIZATION

a. Operation BALLISYIC CHaKGH

Task Group 79.4 Colonel J. A. CONWAY
BLT 1/3 © LtCol A. I. THOMAS
HMM-163 ~ LtCol W. C. KELLY !

Det, VMO-6 (UH-1E)

Det, VMO-2 (UH-1E)
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b. Operation SHELBYVILLE

Task Group 79.4 Colonel J. A. CONWAY

.  INUSLLIGENCH

a, Terrain

(1) General. The amphibious objective area was a portion of the sea-
ward margin of the central flat coastal lowlands. It is compartmented into
riceland cultivation and open sandy areas. Numerous villages lie scattered
throughout the area.

(2) Relief. The coastal lowlands consist of rolling pleins with
local relief less than 25 meters and slopes of 3% or less.

(3) Beach Study. The northern end of the available beach is located
at 15° 52t 48" N, 108° 24' 18" E (UTM BT 220565) and runs southeast to 15°
45' N, 108° 27" 06" & (UTM BT 269427). The beach is slightly concave and is
8.2 nautical miles long. All of the beach is usable. The beach is seventy
to one hundred sixty meters wide at low water and thirty five to ninty meters
wide at high water. The gradient is 1:25 to 1:50 low water to high water
and 1:15 at the high water zone. The seashoré bottom slopes moderate to
flat shoreward of the 3 fathom depth contour. The tide fluctuates from 5.6
feet to 2.2 feet. Maximum rise is %.4 feet. The currents generally flow
parallcl to the coast at moderate speeds but at times may reach maximum
speeds of two to three knots. The beach is composed of white sand. The
sand is firm when wet, soft when dry. Coastal Highway # 1 runs northwest
and southeast to within eight and one tenth miles and three and five tenths
miles of the beach. Terrain immediately behind the beach consists of sand
dunee with brush and trees. Rice paddies lie directly behind, and extend
to the TRUONG GIANG River.

b. Enemy Situation. The units that normally operated directly in the
area of operations were the V26 Local Force Company, which is a part of the
V25 Local Force Battalion, &and the Q12 Local Force Coppany. Strength of
these two units totaled approximately 150 men. It had been reported hy dif-
ferent sources that this particular area was still being used by the V4 Main
Force Company (sapper) as a training area to train elements of the V25 in
sapper tactics. The remaining elements of the V25, K51 Local Force Company,
and units of the 3d NVA Regiment were believed to be in close proximity and
were capable of reinforcing the two local force companies in the amphibious
objective area within & six hour period.

¢, Qrder of Battle
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Unit Loostion Strength Weapons* -

Y26 LF GCo BT 202508 T5 Unk

Q12 LF Co BT 194544 7 2 - 60mm mortar

#)1though the exact weapons in each unit was unknown, the enemy was known t0
have B40 and B90 rocket launchers in addition to automatic and gemiauto~
matic weapons of different calibers.

d. Enemy Contact

*(l) On D-day the waterborne assault units landed unopposed over
RED BEAGH. The heliborne units which landed in LZ GOOSE received small arms
fire. During the remainder of D-day sniper fire was received but no
significant contact was madp. Close air support was called on one enemy
position. Company C found propaganda jeaflets in English which had been
left there a few hours before their arrival. On D+1 Company B engaged an
estimated 15 VC. Artillery was called and the enemy broke contact. Light
sniper fiire was received thrgughout«theiday. »Onefthousandypounds of rice

was captured and approximgptely 1000 punji stakes were found and destroyed.

On D+2 light sniper fire was received and & few punji traps were encountersd.

The enemy probed friendly night defensive positions and in one instance,
morter fire was directed at an estimated 20 VC. On D+3 light sniper fire
was recetived but no significant enemy contact was made. Naval gunfire was
called on 5 VC carrying & mortar. On D+4 light sniper fire.was again
received and a few surprise firing devices were encountered;»howeﬁer, no
significant enemy contact was made. On D+5 sniper fire was received and

surprise firing devices and two mines wereﬂengouptered. The enemy probed
the BLT's night defensive positions, however,  &géin no gignificant contact
was made. On D+6 the heliborne assault forces received small arms fire

while landing in LZ QUAIL;;hQKinitiate Operation SHELBYVILLE., .-

(2) Anti Air. Helicopters repeived sporadic small arms fire
throughout the}gpergt;ppj A total of eight siroraft received hits, all
with minor dugiigeitigngtof the helicopters return ship with minor

damages went into ngShd resonance resulting in strike dgibge’ 1:0.088)
‘fto‘#hg?hg;iggpvéxfgéd,injuﬁﬁ?#b"twoﬁﬁﬁlﬁ VA HorewT T

(3) Enemy Casualties. During Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE the.enemy
suffered 14 KIA 2Qonfirmedi 12 KIA (probable), 3 VC FW, and 60 detainees.

e. - Weathexr. he beginning of the northeast monsoon continued to

 progress overfthenA“ghgb;ou§‘ .area during this period. The
weather foll “21Ly;pattéMm$ ‘ ﬁgiterndéh.and late evening showers.
The ‘néan’ tire was 81°Fi hefﬁig&~pggggiled_fromwthé*northéastﬁat

an average: _ylb’ﬁnots. The visibility averaged about nine miles.
ENCLOSURE (1)
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4. MISSION

a. BALLISTIC CHARGE. As directed by COMOSEVENTHFLT 11103%6Z Sep67
(Initiating Directive), the mission assigned to CATF and CLF was "to con-
duct an amphibious operation to search out and destroﬁ VC/NVA forces in
the amphibious objective area or other ., operations as ag¥eed upon with CG
IIT MAF or his designated representative." e

b. SHELBYVILLE, As requested by CG III MAF 210110Z Sep67, TG 76.4/
79.4 remained in support of Operation SHELBYVILLE. CG 1st Mar Div requested
CTG 76.4/79.4 to helilift elements of BLT 1/3 from the BALLISTIC CHARGE
AOA and conduct a heliborne assault into the SHELBYVILLE operating area.

RS

5. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS

a. Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE was to be a unilateral amphibious
operation conducted by TG 76.4/79.4. The operation was planned for a
five day search and destroy period commencing with a waterborne and heli-
borne assault landing. Initially the inherent mobility of UG 79.4 was to
be used to the maximum extent possible in order to insure a rapid build-up
of combat power ashore, thereby gaining surprise and fire superiority by
shock action. Subsequently, aggressive search and destroy operations were
to be conducted within the amphibious objective area., Employment of sup-
porting arms was to be an essential part of this concept. Fire support was
to be provided by the 4.2" mortar battery organic to the BLT and the
naval gunfire ships USS WALDRON (DD 699), UsS HOPEWELL (DD-681), and the
USS SMALL (DDR-B}S). TG 76.4/79.4 was to be prepared to chop OPCON of
selected elements of BLT 1/5 to CG III MAF, who, in turn was to pass OPCON
to CG 1lst Mar Div for further employment in Operation SHELBYVILL: under
OPCON of CO 1st Marines., The concept provided for landing two assault
companies by waterborne means and one by helicopter. The reserve was to
be landed by helicopter where needed. The beach and LZ were to be pre-
pared by naval gunfire. In addition, the LZ was to be prepared by CAS.

b. Operation SHELBYVILLE was to consist of a helicopter assault into
the SHELBYVILLE operating area by elements of BLT 1/3. TG 7694/79.4 vere
to remain in support of the BLT during Operation SHELBYVILLE,

6. EXECUTION

a. BALLISTIC CHARGE

(1) Operation BALLILGTIC CHARGE was executed in accordance with
CG 76.4 Operation Order 313-67 and CIG 79.4 OF PLAN 1204-67 supplemented
by CTG 79.4 frag orders for operations in the amphibious objective area.

(2) D-Day was established as 16 September with H/L-hour at O700H.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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(3) TG 79.4 commenced landing its waterborne assault forces at
160700H and heliborne assault forces at 160709H. The heliborne assault
was delayed nine minutes for additional air prep of the LZ. By 160943H,
the BLT was well established ashore.

b, SHELBYVILLE

(1) On 21 September 1967, CTG 76.4/79.4 was requested to conduct
& helilift of elements of BLT 1/3 from the BALLISTIC CHARGE AOA and
conduct a heliborne assault into the SHELBYVILLE area of operations.

(2) The heliborne withdrawal commenced at 220705H and the heliborne

assault in the LZQUAIL commenced at 220730H (L-Hour). Co A, tanks, 4.2"
mortar btry, and LVIs conducted an amphibious withdrawal to ships of the
ARG/SLF. At 221330H, Co A commenced landing in the SHELBYVILLE area of
operations as the reserve. Subsequent to the heliborne assault landing
into the SHELBYVILLE area of operations, TG 76.4/79.4 continued to pro-
vide administrative, communications and logistical support of BLI 1/3 for
the duration of the operation.

8. RESULTS. Enclosures (2) and (3).

9, COMMANDERS ANALYSIS. This analysis is limited to matters at TG 79.4
level. BIT and squadron commanders' analyses are contained in their
respective reports, enclosures (2) and (3).

a. Planning

(1) On 11, 12 and 13 September, CTG 79.4 accompanied by his
Operations Officer and the Operations Officer of TG 76.4, made liaison
visits to Hq III MAF to discuss the TG 76.4/79.4 readiness posture.

(2) A planning conference for Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE/SHELBYVILLE
was attended by CTG T79.4, members of his staff, and representatives of CIG
76.4 on 14 September 1967 at Hq 1st Mar Div. Additional planning conferences
were held at Hgq lst Mar Div on 18, 19 and 20 September 1967.

(3) TG 79.4 planning was continuous and was conducted concurrently
with the TG 76.4 staff. During the planning phase, the following steps
were accomplished:

(a) Maps, aerial photography, area analysis and enemy order
of battle were obtained. Aerial reconnaissance of the proposed AQCA was
requested and obtained prior to commencement of each operation.

(b) Current intelligence was obtained from various "in country"
sources, principally the lst Mar Div.
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(¢) Arrangements were made for processing and evacuation of POu's,

detainees, refugees, civilian casualties, and captured materiel,

(d) Arrangements were made for obtaining ITT teams, CIT per-
sonnel, API teams, interpreters and civil affairs personnel to assist in
the operation,

(e) Logistic support procedures were developed.

(f) Radio frequencies were obtained and the communication
operating instructions (COI) was published.

(g) The AOA was discussed, agreed upon, and command relation-
ships were finalized.

(h) Naval gunfire ships and close air support were requested.

(i) Arrangements were made for additional helicopter support
consisting of four armed and one unarmed UH-1E,

() Arrangements were made to exchange liaison parties with the
3d Bn, 1st Marines and the WUnkG A Speeial Sector Headquarisors,

(6) The extremely short period of time available for planning for
Overation BALLISTIC CHARGE made it necessary for subordinate units of the TG
to finalize many of their plans based on oral briefings and without the
advantage of reference to a written frag order.

b. COMMAND REIATIONSHIPS. Operation BALLASTIC CHARGE was a unilateral
amphibious operation with command relationships in accordance with NWP-22
(B). Hesponsibility for control and coordination of supporting arms was
not assumed by the CLF. OPCON of HMM=163 and selected elements of BLT 1/3
was passed to "in country" commanders during Operation SHELBYVILLE, CIG
76 .4 passed OPCON of elements of SLF ALFA to GG III MAF (CTG 76.4 210556Z
Sep67). CG II1 MAF simultaneously passed OPCON of BLT 1/3 to CO lst Marines
(CG IIT MAF 211214Z). At 230001, CTG 76.4 passed OPCON of HMM-163 to CG
III MAF (CTIG 76.4 2105562 Sep67). CG III MAF similtancously passed OPCON
HMM 163 to CG First MAW (CG III MAF 21121474 Sep67). CC LII MAT chopped
OPCON of BLT 1/3 to CTG 79.4 upon commencement of re-embarkrtion aboard

-ARG/SLF shipping at 281730H Sep67. (CG III MAF 271340% wepb7). UPCON of
HMM-163 was passed from III MAF to CTG 79.4 at 281800H Scpb7 (CC IIT MAF
2815262 Sep67). COMSEVENTHFLT terminated Operation BabLlowlC CHARCE on
29Sep67 (COMSEVENTHFLT 2900067 SepbT).

¢. Intelligence

(1) Prior to Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE, arrangements were made with
CG 1st Mar Div for acquisition of current intelligence. Augmentation
personnel which included IIT, APT and interpreters were requested,
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(a) ITT, One Marine intermmtor and one South Vietnamesa
interpreter were  furnished by 1st Mar Div, This subteam operated with the
intelligence seotion of the BLT.

(b) APT. Armed propaganda teams, oonsisting of two men eech,
were placed with each of the three assualp:: ceompaniefy: . -

(o) Interppeters. Although six interpreters were requested,
only five could be furnished due to & lack of qualified personnel. Each
rifle company was provided with an interpreter and the fifth was used by
the BLT Command Group. Two of the five interpreters became sick and were
evacuated. As a result, only two companies had interpreter support.for
the entire operation. More interpreters were requested as replacements,
however they were never availa.ble.

d, Supporting Arms

(1) Naval gunfire support for Operation’ "BALLISTIC CBARGE was pro-
vided by the following shipss

USS WALDRON (DD-699) - direct support (p-day - :D+1)

USS HOPEWELL (DD-681) - direot support (D-day - D+5)
. - USS SMALL (DDR-838) = direct support (D+5 - I+6)
Naval gunfire preparation fires were delivered by, the USS WALDHON and the
USS HOPEWELL on areas bordering both RED BEACH and Landing Zone GOOSE.
Fires on LZ GOOSE were controlled by an airborne spotter. Prep fires were
delivered from L/BE-60 to L/E-12. Naval gunfire ordnance expended during
the entire operation included 443 rounds of prep fire, 61 rounds of on
oall fire, and 867 rounds of B&I fire, totaling 1371 pounds.

(2) Close air support was pfovided by lst MAW. VMO-6 provided
one unarmed and two armed HU-1E's for helo estort, suppressive fires,
TAC(A), and TAO throughout the operation. ¥MO-2 provided two armed
UH-1E's from L-hour to 1+120, Support Tendered was considered effective.

-

(3) Artillery support wae prpvided by the 4.2" ‘mortar battery
organic to the BIP. Support included 22 observed missions, 1 unobserved

mission, and 310 B&I's totaling 1056 rounds expénded.

(4) Coordination of supporting arims was controlled by CATF
throughout the operation.

e. Logistice

(1) Prior to the commencement of Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE/
SHELBYVIIJ.E, liaison was conducted with 1st Mar Div_in order to establish
logiut:lo support procedures to be utilized. Previousl,y, during all aimilar
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vperations curaweed ln the Lst Mar Div TAOR, supply support was immediately
aveilable from a nearby logistic support area (LSA) already established.
However, in this instance, the neavest LSA did not contain sufficient stocks
at the time to support this operation. Therefore, all classes of supply
were furnished from supplies embarked aboard ARG/SLF shipping until com-
mencement of Operation SHeLBYVILLE at which time supplies were transported
from the ISA directly to the using unit.

SECRET -NCIGRT

(2) The USS DULUTH (LPD-6) was utilized as the primary logistic
Support ship due to its capability to deliver supplies ashore by surface
craft, helicopter, or a combination of both as the situation required.,
All required items of supply were consolidated on the LPD and resupply
was effected daily. In order to receive resupply requests, stage supplies,
and to provide for necessary coordination, a detachment from the Shore
Party Platoon was transferred to the LPD on D-1. Complete coordination
of the logistic support effort was insured by providing communciations
between the Shore Party Detachment on the LFD, and BLT 5-4 and the units
of the BIT in the field. Additionally, communication was 2stablished ‘
between the BLT -4 and the ©LAC LOG groups aboard all ships of the ARG/SLF,

v (3) Resupply was by unit distribution primarily from the LPD
using UH-34 helicopters. An exception to this was resupply of 4,2"
mortar ammunition and diesel fuel for tanks which was accomplished by
IVI. LVI's were refueled using a rigid fuel ferrying assembly carried by
one of them. On one occassion, due to previously scheduled ship replenish~
ment, the LFD was not available at the time the BIT Commander requested
resupply. In this instance supplies were delivered by helicopter from
the LPH using supplies embarked., No unusual difficulties in resupplying
the BLT were encountered.

(4) SLF casualties were normally evacuated to the LPH which was
designated as the Casualty Evacuation Control Ship (CECS). In two
instances minor casuwaltics were evacuated to "in sountry" medical facilities
where they were treated and returned to duty. KIA's were further evacuated
from the LPH to Graves Registration Section, lst MedBn, DA NAKG.

(5) Civilian and VC zasuvnlties were initially evacuiled to a
Collecting and Clearing Detachment established in the vicinity of the
5th Marines OCP. This C&C Det was disestablished during Operation
BALLISTIC CHARGE and evacuation was shifted to the lst MedlBn, DA NANG.,

(6) After interrogation at the BLT level by attached IPT and APT
personnel, detainees were initially evacuated to the 5th Marines POW
compound. When this compound became overcrowded, detainees were sent to
the POV compound established by the 1stBn 1st Marines.

f. Casualty Reporting. Casualty reporting was conducted in accordance
with current directives. The CRCC ALFA was located aboard the Usy OK 1NAWA

ENCLOSURE (1)

8 SECRET-NOFORN

.4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

| [ L T

SECRET-NOFORN

(LPE-3), which was designated the CECS. BIT medical represcrbatives
were positioned at NSA Hospital, ‘DA FANG, 1lst Medical Battalion,

DA NANG, 1st Hospital Company, CHU IAI end the LSA to collect and
pass information on BLT 1/3 casualties to the CRCC. Ko problems
were experienced during the operations concerning handling of
casualties. The following is & vreakdown of casualties:

OPERAT ION BALLISTIC CHARGE

KIA WIA(E) WIA(NE) NON-HOSTILE
BIT 1/3 2 7 13 35
EMM4-163 0 3 1 0
ADMITTANCE 0 o 0 1
TOTAL 2 10 14 36

OPERAT ION SHELBYVILLE

KIA WIA(E) ¥IA (NE) HOB-HOSTILE
BLT 1/3 4 28 22 25
B -163 0 0 1 0
ADMITTANCE 1 2 0 1
TOTAL 5 30 23 26

g Q_Q,_VME?QR, A civic action/refugees;: control team was

assigned to BLT 1, 3, No major civie action program was conducted
vecause of the tactical situation. The area was designated 88 &

free fire zone ~ and most of the civilians had been previously

evacuated from the area by government forces .

h. ISp. A photographer was assigned to provide photographic
coverage the operation.

i. Cmunications

(1) Communicetions ware sstablished IAW CTCG 79.4 OP PLAN 120A-67
COI, and with Frag Order #1 (G679 44 1507004 -5epb7) .« A message”
Center wad maintained afloat in conjunction with havy Uomm Center

with 79.4 as=uming Comm Guard for BLT 1/3 and EMM-163. The following
nets were entered or established during Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE:

(a) IIIL MAF TAC #1. OTG 79.4 entered this net maintaining
covered (NESTOR) Sommunication with both 11T MAF and the lst Mar Div.
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(b) 1II MAF Cmd #2. OTG 79.4 entered this net (BATT
ORESTES 60 wpm) and experienced some difficuldy because of an unknown
station causing interference on the net. o 0 '

(3) SLE TAC #1. OTC 79.4 established this net with BLT 1/3.

(d) FSC. CTG 79.4 established this net with lot Tiar Div FsCC,
PSC, BLT 1/3, and W Btry, 2/12 in addition to two liaison officers from
79.4 located with lst Marines and Hq.. AUANG DA Special dector., .

(¢) TAC LOG NET. OFG 79.4 established this net with the four
ships of the ARG, the LS4, and with the 5-4 of BLT 1/3 for logistic
purposes . ‘

(2) A relay was established by augnenting the USS DULUTH (LPD-6)
with two TG 79.4 radio operators., By monitoring both the DIV TAC and SLF
TAG, sthese men were able to relay ‘messages between gtations on the same
net and could also be directed to assist communications on .any other net.
The primary reason that the LPD was chosen &8s & relay ship was because of
the excellent communication facilaties of the DULUTH, which helped consid-
erably in avoiding many-of the ‘interference problems which seem to be
inherent to the LPH. Furthermore the LPD is normally situated much closer
to the beach than is the LPH, which improves communication. Overall, the
technique provided for an improvement in SLF communications and will be
employed on future operations. ‘

(3) Communications during Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE ranged from
fair to very good. Mutual interference between the various UHF/FM radios
Jocated aboard the USS OKINAWA, again required extensive use of alternate
and spare frequencies. However, the relay station aboard the UsS DULUTH
helped considerably in coping with interference problems .

(4) In the area of communication security, & locally produced -
previty code was used between TG 79.4 and BLI 1/3 in passing sensjtive
information between these units. This method worked very well and will
be used on future operations. A different code will be used for each
operation and use of this technique will reduce the possibility of . compromise.

10. The following comments are included on subordinate commenders! Combat
After Action Reports:

a. HMM-163 After Action Report: None

b, BLT 1/3 After Action Report:

» (1) Paragraph 11. Concur in principle with that portion which ;
discusses the desirabjlity of both the :squadron and the BLT Commanders
being airborne in the same observation helicopter. Although the communications

.
R

ENCLOSURE (1)

10 “ SECRET-NOFORN

I
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

1 N w e

SECRET-NOFORN

problem can no doubt be solved between the BIT and SLF Commander there still
remains the considerable risk involved in having both the squadron and the
BIT Commanders aloft in the same aircraft over hostile territory during
this critical stage of the amphibious operation. This technique is one
which offers many advantages and some disadvantages. It will be considered
by the Commander in his estimate of the situation and a separate decision
will be made on this matter for each amphibious operation.
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1. Designation
Task Group 79.4

BLT 1/3
1-31 October 1967

HMM=163
1-30 October 1967

None

2. Location

1-31 October 1967

3. Staff Officers

Executive Officer

S-1/Adjutant

5-2

Asst 5-2/Aerial Observer

DECLASSIFIED

PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

Commander

Colonel J. A. CONWAY
1-31 October 1967

Subordinate Units

LtCol A. I. THOMAS
1=31 October 1967

Major F. A. RUECKEL
Acting CO 1-30 October 1967

Attached Units

USS OKINAWA (LPH-3)

USS DULUTH (LPD-6)

USS BELLE GROVE (1SD-2)

USS WINSTON (AKA-94)

USS FORT MARION (LSD-22)

USS WASHTENAW COUNTY (LST-1166)

LtCol H. PRESTON Jr.
1=6 October 1967
LtCol P. H. SIMPSON
T-31 October 1967

lstlLt J. C. SMITH
1-31 October 1967

Captain /v . FOWLER
1-31 October 1967

1stlt S. E. DURHAM
1-31 October 1967
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5-3

Asst S-3

Fire Support Coordinator

5-4

Communications Officer

DECLASSIFIED

LtCol E. PRESTON Jr.
1-6 October 1967
LtCol J. ERWIN

7-31 October 1967

Major G. F. WARREN
1-31 October 1967

LtCol R. F. MOODY
1=-31 October 1967

Major R. M. BROWNE
1-4 October 1967
Captain P. J. SAMUELS
5=31 October 1967

Captain L. M. ZWICK
1-31 October 1967

4. Average Monthly Strength

Hq, TG 79.4
BLT 1/3
HMM-163

USMC USN
Off Enl off Enl
10 26 0 0
60 1447 8 83
43 181 1 3
ENCLOSURE (1)
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From 1-9 October TG 79.4 supervised the relubilition of BLT 1/3
personnel and equipment and planned forthcoming special operations. On
10 October Operation BASTION HILL commenced with the tactical helicopter
movement of BLT 1/3 (-) from the USS OKINAWA to the MEDINA area of oper=-
ations. Operation BASTION HILL was conducted 10-31 October in QUANG TRI
and THUA TIEN Provinces in NORTHERN I CTZ, REPUBLIC OF VIETRAM. TG 76.4/
79.4 remained off the eoast of NORTHERN I CTZ, in support of Operations
MEDINA, FREMONT and GRANITE. OPCON of BLT 1/3 () was passed to CG III
MAF, CG 3d& MarDiv and on to CO 1lst Marines on 10 October. Upon completion
of Operation MEDINA on 20 October, OPCON of BLT 1/3 (=) was passed to CO
4th Marines in order to participate in Operations FREMONT and GRANITE.
Throughout Operation BASTION HILL, TG 79.4 provided helicopter and logis-
tic support for BLT 1/%. Helicopters were also provided to support 3d
Mar Div operationsas requested by CG 1st MAW, HMM-163 debarked from USS
OKINAWA on 30 October and was ordered to report to CG lst MAW for command.
Operation BASTION HILL was terminated on 31 October by GCOMSEVENTHFLT.
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3 Oct

4 Oct

5 Oct
6 Oct

T Oct

9 Oct

1967

1967

1967

1967

1967
1967
1967

1967
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PART III
SEY STING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

Major G. E. BAILEY and Major T. E. FISH, who were TAD to
this command, departed.

Major W. L. LANG, 9th MAB Ordnance Officer; Major J. R.
CATON, G-4 representative; Captain F. M. MORGAN, UGN,

Medical Officer, 9th MAB: Lt C. F. FIRLIT, MC, USN and
Captain T. H. AIKEN, 9th MAB liaison officer departed.

CTG 79.4 with TG 76.4/79.4 Operations Officers to III
MAF for liaison visit.

Captain J. L. KERSHNER, IS0, 9th MAB departed.

LtCol P. R. FIELDS, G-4 representative, 9th MAB aboard
for liaison visit.

TG 79.4 Operations Officer and Operations Officer designate
to III MAF for liaison visit.

TG 79.4 Operations Officer, Executive Officer, Fire Support
Coordinator, and Assistant Operations Officer to 1st Mar Div
and III MAF concerning use of rifle range and transportation
for BLT 1/3.

CTF 79 and party aboard for one day liaison visit.,
CTG 79.4 and staff to III MAF for liaison visit.

CTG 79.4 and staff with TG 76.4 Operations Officer to 3d
Mar Div for planning conference.

LtCol P. P. PIKHALLA, Comptroller, 9th MAB; LtCol J. A.
COMO and Major W. T. COOK, G-4 representatives, 9th MAB
aboard for liaison visit.

2nd Squad, MP Platoon (-), HqCo, 9th MAB reported to CIG
79.4 for duty.

Ref: CTG 79.4 090900Z Oct 67
CTC 79.4 091126Z Oct 67
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11 Oct

12 Qct

13 Oct

14 Oct

15 Oct

16 Oct

1967

1967

1967

1967

1967

1967

1967

DECLASSIFIED

v

| ! .

TG 79.4 Operations Officer and Logistics Officer to 1lst
Marines for lisison conference.

Operation BASTION HILL commenced with the landing of BLT
1/3 units by helicopter in QUANG TRI Province which is
located in NORTHERN I CTZ, RVN.

Ref: PART IV, TAB D.
OFCON of BLT 1/5 was chopped to CG III MAF at 100826H Oct 67.

Ref: CTG 76.4 1001102 67
CG III MAF 1007052 Oct 67
CG Third Mar Div 101415Z Oct 67

TG 79.4/76.4 commenced support of Operation MeDINA which
was being conducted by the 1lst Marines.

1tCol P. P. PIRHALIA, Comptroller, 9th MAB, LtCol J. A.
COMO and Major W. 1. COOK, G-4 representatives, 9th MAB
departed.

ItCol T. W. BURKE, G-3 representative, 9th MAB and 2ndLt
W. He PAINTER, courier of classified material, 9th MAB .
aboard for liaison visit.

LtCol T. W. BURKE, G-3 representative, 9th MAB, and 2ndlLt
W. R. PAINTER, courier of classified material, 9th MAB
departed.

CTG 79.4 with Operations and Intelligence Officers to BLT
1/3 field command post for liaison visit.

I1tCol G. H. BENSKIN, ACofS G-1, 9th MAB aboard for liaison
visit.,

LtCol G. H. BENSKIN, ACofS G-1, 9th MAB departed.

Col CODISPOTTI (USMC COMSEVENTHFLT Rep), TG 79.4 Executive
Officer and Assistant Operations Officer to BLT 1/3 field

command post for liaison visit.

Gol W. A. BUTCHER, ACofS G-4, 9th MAB aboard for liaison
visit.
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TG 79.4 Operations Officer to III MAF for liaison visit
in connection with disposition of helicopters in eventuality
of typhoon evasion tactics by ARG/SLF shipping.

Ref: GG III MiF 161420%Z Oct 67
CTG 79.4 180742Z Oct 67

17 Oct 1967 CTG 79.4 with Col BUTCHER, TG 79.4 Operations Officer and
Fire Support Coordinator to BLT 1/3 field command post
for liaison visit,

Col We Ao BUTCHER, ACofS G-4; 9th MAB departed.

20 Oct 1967 CTG 79.4 and staff to BLT 1/3 field command post for
liaison visit.

21 Oct 1967 CTG 79.4 with TG 76.4 Operations Officer and TG 79.4 Fire
Support Coordinator to III MAF and 1st MAW for planning
conferences,

22 Oct 1967 Major J. V. KNAPP, ACofs G-2, 9th 17 ond Captain
Ho Wo HIGGINS, Adjutant, 9th MAB aboard for liaison visit.

23 Oct 1967 Major J. V. KNAPP, ACcfS G=-2, ¢ . MAB and Captain
H. W, HIGGINS, Adjutant, 9th MAK departed.

TG 7904 Opcravions, Logistics, and Administrative Officers
to 3d Mar Div for liaison visit.

24 Oct 1967 CTG 79.4 and G 79.4 Operations Officer to BLT 1/3 field
command post for liaison visit.

26 Oct 1967 TG 76.4/79.4 commenced support of Operation GRANTI'E which
was being conducted by the 4th Marines.

29 Oct 1967 CTG 79.4 and TG 79.4 Operations Officer to BLT 1/3 field
command post for liaison visit,

30 Oct 1967 Captain W. L. SNYDER, MTO, 9th MAB; Major R. G. BUsTOS,
Brigade Air Officer representative, 9th MAB; and lstlt
B. L. LIOYD, Supply Officer, HqCo, 9th MAbL aboard for
liaison visit,

OPCON of HMM~163 was chopped to CG lst MAW at 301200H Oct 67.

Ref: CTG 79.4 300112Z Oct 67
ENCLOSURE (1)
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31 Oct 1967 Operation BASTION HILL was terminated at 312130Z Oct 67,

Ref: COMSEVENTHFLT 312130Z Oct 67
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PART IV
CHRONOLQGY _QF ;i PORTING DOGUMENTS

TAB A v /' CTG 79.4 090900% Oct 67

CTG 79.4 091126Z Oct 67

CTG 79.4 100110Z Oct 67

CG III MAF 1007052 Oct 67

CG 3d Mar Div 1014152 Oct 67
CG III MAF 161420Z Oct 67
CTG 79.4 1807427 Oct 67

CTG 79.4 3001127 Oct 67

-/ COMSEVENTHFLT 312130% Oct 67
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TAB B~ BIT 1/3 Command Chronology for 1=31 Oct 67

TAB C- HMM-163 Command Chronology for 1=30 Oct 67

TAB D~ CTG 79.4 After Action Report, BASTION HILL/MEDINA/

FREMONT /GRANITE ... - . .- -
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From: Commanding Officer

Tos Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation BASTION HILL/MEDINA/FREMONT/

GRANITE

Encl: (1) Commander Task Group 79.4, After Action Report, BASTION HILL/.
MEDINA/FREMONT /GRANITE
o /ML,,,W,zzgv -163, After Action Report, BASTION HILI../HEDINA/FRE}}ONI'ZGRANITE >

o

3

-Operations Overlay BASTION HILL

o deps ”

1. Enclosure (1) contains the Commander Task Group 79.4's After Action
Report ¥ Operation BASTION HILL/MEDINA/FREMONT/GRANITE.

2. Enclosures (2) and (3) amplify enclosure (1).
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COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT, OPERATION BASTION HILL/MEDINA /FREMONT /GRANITE

T

Map reference: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, AMS Series L7014, Sheets 6442 II, III, and

6441 I,
1. GENREBAL

a. Operation BASTION HILL was a unilateral amphibious operation using
surface craft and helicopters to land the Landing Force. The operation
included support of three follow=-on "in country" operations. Inclusive
dates of Operation BASTION HILL were 10-31 October 1967. The operation
was conducted in accordance with EWP-22 (B). '

b. Operation MEDIEA was a search and destroy operation conducted
southwest of the city of QUANG TRI. BLT 1/3 (-) was under the opera-
tional control of CC 1st Marines during this operation. This operation
was coordinated with an adjacent ARVN operation. Assault battalions of
both Marine and ARVE forces were helicopter-borne by & joint Marine/U. S.
Army helicopter 1ift in which BMM-163 participated.

c. Operation FREMONT was a continuing gsearch and destroy operation
conducted by the 4th Marines in the QUANG TRI and THUA THIEN Provinces.
BLT 1/ 3, under the operational control of CO 4th Marines participated in
Operation FREMONT in conjunction with Oparation LIBERTY II in order to
protect the roads and populated areas from raids and acts of terrorism
during a national election period. BLT 1/3 was assigned an operating area
between the cities of HUE and QUANG TRI, Inclusive dates of BLT 1/3's
participation in Operation FREMONT were 19-26 October 1967. HMM-163 sup-
ported operations ashore with troop lifts, resupply, command and control,
and administrative flights.

d. Operation GRANITE was a search and destroy operation conducted
northwest of the city of HUE in THUA THIEN Province. BLT 1/3 wds under
the operational control of CO 4th Marines during this operation. Opera-
tion GRANITE was & joint operation using Marine and ARVE ground forces
and Marine and U. S. Army helicopters. Inclusive dates of Task Group

79.4's support of this operation were 26-30 October 1967. HMM-163 supported

operations ashore with troop lifts, resupply, command and control, and
administrative flights.

e. Operation BASTION HILL/MEDINA/FREMONT/GRANITE was conduated in
the HAI LANG District of the QUANG TRI Province and the PHONG DIEN and
NAM HOA Districts of the THUA THIEN Province.

f. The combined operation commenced with the landing of BLT 1/3 (-8
by helicopter at 100826H October 1967. Operational control of BL? 1/3 (-)
was passed to CG III MAF when the first helicopter wave landed in LZ HAWK.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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The remainder of BLT 1/3 (-),lszt Plat, Cc B, 3d Motor Transport Bn. was
landed at DONG HA Ramp on 11 and 12 Octoher 1967.

SECRET=~NOFORN

€. The Commander, Task Group 79.4. embarked aboard ARG/SLF shipping,
retained operational control of HMM=163 and provided helicopter support to
BLT 1/3 (-) and to 3d Mar Div operations. Medical evacuation and limited
supply support was provided for BLT 1/3 (-) during operations MEDINA, FRE-
MONT and GRANITE.

h. HMM-163 debarked from the UsS OKINAWA on 30 October 1967,
Commander, Task Group 79.4 chopped operational control of HMM-163 to
CG 1st MAW at 3012Q0H October 1967.

i. Operation BASTION HILL was terminated by the Commander, Tth Fleet
on 31 October 1967 and Amphibious Ready Group Alfa with Task Group 79.4
embarked, departed for SUBIC BAY, R. P. on 1 November 1967,

2, TASK ORGANIZATION

8. Operation BASTION HILL

Task Group 79.4 Colonel J. A. CONWAY
BLT 1/3 LtCol A. I. THOMAS
HMM-163 Major F. A. RUECKEL

Acting

b. Operations MEDINA, FREMONT and GRANITE

Task Group 79.4 Colonel J. A. CONWAY
HMM-163 Major F. A. RUECKEL
Acting

3. INTELLIGENCE

a. Terrain. The amphibious objective area was a portion of the central
coastal lowlands and delta plains extending to the foot of the mountain
range. It consists of low lying, often flsoded, pcorly drained land be-
ginning with the coast and rising slightly as it approaches the foot of the
mountains. The 1 . .. .. areas in which both Operations MEDINA and
GRANITE, as a part of BASTION HILL,were conducted r-e characterized by their
hi.% canopy and thick underbrush. Operation FREMONT was conducted in

ENCLOSURE (1)
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slightly rclling terrain between Highway #1 and the foet of the mountains.

t. Enemy Situation. Blements of the 9th NVA Regiment with its sub-
ordinate local and main force units traditionally operated in the area
selected for Operation MEDINA. Detailed intelligence estimates for the
"in country” operaticns were furnished to BLT /3 by the 1lst and 4th
Marines.

4. MISSION

6. DBASTION HILL. As directed by COMSEVENTHFLT 091120Z Oct67 (In-
itiating Dlrertl e}, the miszion assigned to CATF and CLF was to "conduct
a search and destroy amphibious operation against VC/NVA forces in the
amphibious objective area in QUANG TRI Province of I C1Z2 or other operaw
tion as agreed upon with CG III MAF or his designated represente’ )
79.4%s implementation of this missicn was to conduct a he11coptcr- @
landing of BLT /3 (-) southeast of QUANG TRI in preparation for their
participation in Operation MEDINA.

b. MEDINA. FREMONT apd GRANITE. As mutually agreed between CATF and
CG III MAF, CTG 7604/7904 were to remain in support of "in country" opera-
tions.

5. GONCEPT OF OPxRATIONS

&, Operation BASTION HILL was tc be a unilateral amphibious operation
conducted by TG {uo4/ 94 The operation was to consist of a helicopter
landing of BLT ) /3 (- ) southwest of QUANG TRI 1n the MEDINA operating area.
The plan also inciuded the landing of the BLT 1 '3 motor transport platoon
by surface craft at the DONG HA Ramp.

b, TG 7604/7904 vere 1o provide helicopter and limited logistic sup-
port to BLT 1/3 (=) during a series of "in country" operations.

6. EXECUTION
a. BASTION HILL
(1) Operation BASTION HILL was executed in accordance with CTG
T6.4 Operation Order 314-67 and CTG 79.4 OP PLAN 120A-67 supplemented
by a CTG 79.4 frag order for operations in the amphibious objective area.

(2) D-day was established as 10 October with <hour at 0800H,

(3) TG 79.4 commenced landing its helicopter-torne forces at 100826V,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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The landing was delayed 26 mimales due To the absence of the 1st Marines LZ
control unit when the first wave arrived in the vicinity of the LZ. By
101645H the helibornme forues of BLT 1/3 { } were well established ashore.
PThe BIT motcr transport wlatoon was larded at DONG HA Ramp cn 11 and 12
October 1967,

SECRET-NOFORN

b. MEDINA, FREMONT end GRANITE. During these "in country" cperations
TG 79.4 provided helicopter and limited logistic support for BLT 1/3 (<)o
PG 79.4 also provided helicupter suppert for 3d Mar Div operations during
the period 11-30 Octoker 1967.

7. RESULTS. See Enclosurve {2).

6., COMMANDERS ANALYSIS. This analysis is limited to matters at the TG 79.4
level. The Squadron Commarder's enalysis is ipcluded in his report, enclosure

(2).

8. Planning

(1) On 7 October CTG 3.4 and staff with TG 76.4 Operations Officer
attended a planning conference at 3d Mar Div Gommand Post. A second plan-
ning conference was attended by the TG 79.4 S-3 and 5-4 Officers at the lst
Marines Command Post on 9 October.

(2) Additional planning conferensss were attended by CTG 79.4 and
various staff officers throughout the period during which Operation BASTION
HILL/MEDINA /FREMONI /GRANITE was conducted.

(3) TG 79.4 planning wes continvous and was conducted concurrently
with the TG 76.4 staff. During the planning phase the following steps were
accomplished:

(a) Pricr to Operation BASTION HILL srrangements were made with
CG 3d Mar Div for area studies, special intelligence studies, and aerial
photographs. Since operational control of BLT 1/3 was to be passed immedi~
ately to CG 3d Mar Div and then to the 1st and 4th Marines, all augmentation
personnel were obtained through these organizations.

(b) Logistic support procedures were arranged.

(c) Radioc frequenies were obtained and the Communication
Operating Instructions (COX) was published,

{4) Arrangements were made to liftBtry A, ist Br, 12th Mar and the
AN/MRCQ110 radic jeep ashcre using CH-53 helicopters.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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(&) The AQA wes discussed, agreeded upon, and command relation-
ships were finalized. ‘

(£) Arrangements wer: made for additional helicopter support
consisting of one unarmed and two armed UH--1E%s.

(g) Arrangements were made to establish a liaison team at the
appropriate regimental headquarters for coordination of casualty reporting
and heliccpter support.

(h) Arrangements were made for s TG T9.4 casualty liaison team
to be positioned at "in country" sites for collecting and forwarding casualty
reports tc the 9th MAB CRCC-ALFA embarked aboard the USS OKINAWA.

(1) Liaison was established with 3d Mar Div to coordinate the
logistic support procedures tc be utilized.

b, Command Relationships

(1) Operation BASTION HILL was a unilateral smphibious operation
with command relationships in accordance with NWP-22 (B)u Responsibility
for control and coordination of supporting arms was not assumed by CLF.
OPCON of BLT 1/3 (-) was passed to an "in country" commander during the
operation.,

(2) At 100826H October 1367, CTG 76.4 passed OPCON of BLT 1/3 (=)
%o CG III MAF (CTG 76.4 1001102 O¢%67). CG III MAF simultaneously passed
OPCON of BLT 1,3 (=) to CG 3d Mar Div (CG III MAF 1007052 Oct67). CG
3d Mar Div chopped OPCON of BLT 1/3 (-) to CO lst Marines concurrently.
OPCON of HMM-163 remained under CTG 79.4 during Operation BAGTION HILL/ o
MEDINA/FREMONT /GRANITE. OPCON of HMM-163 was passed to CG 1st MAW at -
301200H 0:t67 (CTG 79.4 300112Z 0c%67). Operation BASTION HILL was
terminated at 3121302 Oct67 (COMSEVENTHFLT 312130Z Oct67).

c. Bnemy Contact. Although elements of the 9th NVA Regiment with its
gsubordinate local and main force VC units traditionally operated in this
area no contact was made during the initial phase of Operation BASTION
HILL. Significant contacts made by HMM-163 on Operation BASTION HILL/
MEDINA/GRANITE are as follows:

141900H - One helicopter received sutomatic weapons fire from coor YD
296516. One hit was received on cabin docr. Fire was returned .
with unknown results. ' et

18 Oct - One aircraft received hit through its cabin while engaged in a ¥
MiD EVAC mission. Fire was not returned. it
ENCLOSURE (1) |
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280830H ~ At YD 502238 MED EVAC aircraft received 3 hits. One round hit
the aft fuel cell, one round went through the cockpit, and one
round hit the windshield. Fire was not returned.

SECRET-NOFORN

NOTE: For other incidents involving contact by HMM-163 resulting in no
aircraft damage see Chronology of Significant Events in Enclosure

(2).

d. Supporting Arms

}1)(N§ supporting arms were planned for or used during the landing
of BLT 1/3 (-)-.

(2) Supporting arms for Operations MEDINA, FREMONT and GRANITE were
arranged for and coordinated by "in country" units.

e. Logisitics

(1) To provide for the necessary coordination of supply support for
the BLT, a liaison team (Shore Party Plat) was established at the 1lst Marines
LSA, QUANG TRI on D-1 of Operation MEDINA. The truck platoon was utilized
by the lst Marines in transporting supplies from FLS5U#1, DONG HA, to the LSA
to maintain the required supply level. Daily unit distribution was accomp-
lished by helicopter (UH-34 and CH-53).

(2) No real problem of resupply existed. However a critical shortage
of 81lmm mortar illumination ammunition from "in country" sources required
LFORM stocks to be made available to the BLT.

(3) Casualties were evacuated to 3d Med Bn, DONG HA, and to the USS
OKINAWA. Initially the former was designated the primary casualty receiving
station for Operation MEDINA, however the latter was primarly utilized when
the MED EVAC helicopters used came from the LPH.

(4) Limited maintenance capability was available from the LSA. As
requirements were made kno.r, contact teams were made available from FLSU#1,
DONG HA. A number of portable T/E items requiring maintenance (i. e.; PRC-25's
and rifles) were evacuated to the LPH. Two 10%mm howitzers were damaged in
an attempt to externally 1lift them by CH=-53's (broken slings) from the USS
DULUTH. Three were successfully helilifted ashore. The two damaged howit-
zers were transported via ARG shipping to FLC, DANANG, where they were re-
paired and returned to the Battery within 72 hours. One M35, 2% ton truck,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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(A Btry 1/12) was severely damaged by a land mine and was evacuated by
FLSU #1, DONG HA; to FLC, DANANG.

f., QCasualty Reporting., Casualty reporting was conducted in accordance
with current directives. The 9th MAB CRCC-ALFA was located aboard the USS
OKINAWA (LPH-3), which was designated the CECS. A BLT 1/3 casualty liaison
representative was positioned at "D" Med, DONG HA, RVN; "A" Med, PHU BAI,
RVNsand Medical Facilities, DANANG; RVN to collect and pass on to the 9th
MAB CRCC-ALFA information on BLT 1/3 casualties.

Casualty Recapitulation KIA WIA WIANE NON-HOST ILE

Operation BASTION HILL/MEDINA

BLT 1/3 10 34 3 28
HMM-163 0 0 0 0
ADMITTANCE 0 8 0 0
Operation FREMONT
BIT 1/3 0 2 0 27
HMM-163 0 0 0 0
ADMITTANCE 0 0 0 0
ration GRANITE
BLT 1/3 2 17 7 18
HMM-163 0 0 0 0
ADMITTANCE 0 0 0 1
TOTAL 12 61 10 74

g. Civic Action. On 21 October 1967 a MEDCAP program was conducted
at DIEN SANH Village in the vicinity of YD 413477. Two Medical Officers,
one Dental Officer, eight Corpsmen,and one Dental Technican treated 345
persons of which 30 received dental treatment and 315 received medical
treatment. Due to operational commitments a follow-up MEDCAP program
in the village of DIEN SANH was not conducted.

h. IS0. A photographer was sent ashore with BLT 1/3 to provide
photographic coverage.

i. Communications

(1) Communications were established in accordance with CTG 79.4
OP PLAN 120A-67 and with the COI issued separately. A message center was

meintained afloat in conjunction with the USS OKINAWA Naval Communications
Center with TC 7C.4 assuming comminications guard for BIT 1/3 and HMM-163,
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The following nets were entered or established during Operation BASTION
HILL/MEDINA/FREMONT/GRANITE

(a) III MAF CMD #2, ™G 79.4 entered this net (RATT Orestes
60 WFM) and maintained direct communications with 1II MAF and %4 Mar Div.

(b) 3d Mar Div TAG 1. 73 179.4 entered this net maintaining
communications with 3d Mar Div, III MAF, and various other units irclvding

T T9.5.

(c) SLF TAC #1. Since BLT 1/3 was not OPCON to CT7 (9.4 & liaison
net was established to keep CTG 79.4 informed of the operation ashore. TG
79+4 personnel were employed on the four stations which entered the net.
Besides the ::zrunicationscenter on the USS OKINAWA a relay site was
established at 1st Marines Command Post, QUANG TRI,employing a AN/MRC-110
radio jeep covered with the Nestor Crypto System (KY-8/TSEC). The lisison
party at this station maintained contact with a liaison team located with
the BLT, with Med Reps located at DONG HA and PHU BAT, and with the TG
794 communications center aboard the USS OKINAWA.

(2) For Operation FREMONT, the liaison party previously located at
QUANG TRI moved to the 4th Marines §p at Camp Evans and continued to
operate from this position during Operation GRANITE. The Med Rep team at
DONG HA moved to PHU BAI to continue casuality reporting.

(3) The SLF TAC #1 proved to be invaluable, allowing spot and
situation reporting and MED EVAC requests directly from the battalion,
casuality reporting from Med Reps and relaying of information from the
liaison party which was located at regimental command posts with the AN/MRC-
110 radio jeep.

(4) The Nestor Crypto System also proved to be a valuable asset
allowing secure voice between the liaison party and the TG 79.4 communica-
tions center aboard the USS OKINAWA. The modification to the KYK-12 seems
to have eliminated many of the problems associated with the overheating
previously experienced with the KY-8/TSEC system.

(5) Communications during this period were excellent to outstanding
due primarily to the small number of nets that were established on the LPH
which resulted in less mutual interference.than has normally been experi-
enced in past operations.

9. The following comment is included on the subordinate commander's combat
after action report:

a., HM-163 After Action Report:
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(1) Paragraph 3 under analysis of helicopter operations. Concur.

ENCIOSURE (1)

9 SECRET-NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

\ -
. secReT-NoFoRN

COMMANDER
AL LANDING FORCE
ALFA

SEVENTH FLEET

T G [SPECIAL_ LANDING 79.4Z

FORCE ALFA

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
|I-30 NOVEMBER 1967

DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR INTERVALS;

ﬂNOT AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED
| DOD DIR 5200.10

Copies SECRET-NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

. ‘ ; .

HEADQUARTERS
Tesk Group 79.4
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

SECRET-NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1)

3/CP/jre
5750.1C

Ser: 00360A67
26 December 1967

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding General, Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade
Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 to 30 Kovember 1967
Ref: a) MCO 5750.2

b) FMFPacO 5750.8

c) Brig0 5750.1C
Encl: (1) Commander Task Group 79.4 Command Chronology
1. Enclosure (1) is submitted in accordance with references (a), (b),
and (¢).

Alrine
OHR A. CONWAY 4
DISTRIBUTION:
Copy#

CG 9th MAB 1.2
CG 1st Mar Div 3
CG 3d Mar Div 4
CG lst MAW 5
CTG T76.4 6
CIG 79.5 T
RIT-26 Rear 8
MAG-15 9
BLT 1/3 10
HMM-361 11

Prov Serv Bn 12
S&C File 13-15

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET ~-NOFORN



SECRET-NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED

GOMMANDER TASK GROUP 79.4
COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 November 1967 to 30 November 1967
INDEX
PART I - ORGANIZATION DATA
PART II - NARRATIVE SUMMARY

PART III - SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

PART IV - SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

ENCLOSURE (1)
1 SECRET-NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET-NOFORN 1"
PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1, Designation
Task Group T79.4

SUBORDINATE UNITS

BLT 1/3
1-30 November 1967

HMM-361
15-30 November 1967

ATTACHED UNITS
None
2. Location

1-30 November 1967

3. Staff Officers

Executive Officer
S-1/Adjutant

5=2

DECLASSIFIED

Commander

Colonel J. A, CONWAY
1-30 November 1967

LtCol A. I. THOMAS
1-17 November 1967

LtCol R. W. GOODALE
18-30 November 1967

LtCol D. M. WILSON
15-30 November 1967

USS OKINAWA (LPH-3)

USS IWO0 JIMA (LPH-2)

USS DULUTH (LPD-6)

USS CLEVELAND (LPD-T7)

USS FORT MARION (LSD-22)

USS WASHTENAW CTY {LST-1166)

LtCol PH. H. SIMPSON
1-30 November 1967

1stlt J. C. SMITH
1-30 November 1967

Captain W. N. FOWLER
1-30 November 1967
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Asst S-2/Aerial Observer Captain J. A. HATCHETT
17-30 November 1967

SECRET-NOFORN

1stlt S. E. DURHAM
1-27 November 1967

5-3 LtCol J. ERWIN
1-30 November 1967

Asst S5=3 Major G. F. WARREN
1-30 November 1967

Fire Support Coordinator LtCol R. F. MOODY
1-30 November 1967

S—4 Captain P. J. SAMUELS
1-30 November 1967

Communications Officer Captain L. M. ZWICK
1-30 November 1967

4. Average Monthly Strength

USMC USN
OFF ENL OFF ENL
Hq, Task Group 79.4 10 26 0 0
BLT 1/3 58 1460 8 75
HMM-361 39 150 1 3
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PART I1I

SECRET-NOFORN

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

On 1 November, Headquarters, Task Group 79.4 and the uncommitted
elements of BLT 1/3 departed RVK for Subic Bay; R. P. for ARG/SLE ALFA
shipping upkeep period (BLT 1/3 (-) remained "in country" as a maneuver
battalion in Operation GRANITE). On T November, Headquarters, Yask Group
794 and those BLT 1/3 personnel zmbarked, with equipnent and SLEF LFORM,
transferred from USS OKINAWA to USs IWO JIMA, IIM-361 was embarked on
board the IWO JIMA on 15 November and CTG 7904 assumed OPCON of the
squadron at 151200H. Also on 15 November, those embarked troeps and their
equipment embarked on UsS DULUTH were transferred to USS CLEVELAND when
CLEVELAND relieved DULUTH in ARG ALFA. BLY 1/3 (-) was re-embarked on
board ARG/SLF shipping on 16 November and CTG 79.4 assumed OPCON of BLT
1/3 at 160900H. CTG 76.4/79.4 received an initiating directive for
Operation BALLISTIC ARCH from COMSEVENTHFLT on 20 Kovember. D-day was
delayed from 23 to 24 November due to & forecast for inclement weather
on 23 November, On 24 November Operation BALLISTIC ARCH commenced with
the landing of BLT 1/3 units by landing craft and by helicopter. Operation
BALLISTIC ARCH was conducted 24-27 November in Northeastern QUANG TRI
Province, I 0T2, RVN, CLF reported the landing force firmly established
ashore on 26 November, On 27 November OPCON of BLY 1/3 was passed to
CG III MAF, CG 3d Mar Div and 9th Marines concurrently., BLJ 1/3 commenced
participation in Operation KENTUCKY under the OPCON of the 9th Marines,

CLG 7804/79.4 remaincd off the northeast coast of QUANG TRI Province in
support of operations ashore. OPCON of HVM-361 wes retained by CTG 79.4
and helicopter support was provided to (G 3d Mar Div and BLT 1/30 Casualty
reporting and medical evacuation responsibilities for BLT 1/3 remained with
CTC 79.4 after OPCON of BLT 1/3 was chopped ashore,
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PART III

SECRET-NOFORN

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1 Nov 1967 Headquarters, TG 79.4 and uncommitted elements of BLT 1/3
departed RVN for upkeep period and LPH transfer at Subic Bay; R. P.

3 Nov 1967 Major R. G. BUSTOS, Assistant Air Officer, 9th MAB; Captain
W. L. SNYDER, MIO, 9th MAB, and 1stLt B. L. LLOYD, Supply
Officer, HqCo, 9th MAB, who were aboard for a liaison visit,
departed.

7 Nov 1967 Headquarters, TG 79.4 and those troops with equipment and SLF
LFORM embarked, transferred from UsS OKINAWA to USS IWO JIMA.

11 Nov 1967 TG 79.4 Operations Officer depdrted for RVN to attend liaison
conferences at III MAF and 3d Mar Div command posts,

14 Nov 1967 Major W. L. LANG, Ordnance Officer, 9th MAB, and party arrived
for an ordnance technical inspection. Major R. C. HAGERTY,
€0, HqCo, 9th MAB arrived for a liaison visit in connection
with administrative matters.

15 Nov 1967 Major R. C. HAGERTY departed.

Those troops and equipment e mbarked in UsS DULULH were transe
ferred to USS CLEVELAND.

HMM-36]1 embarked and CTG 79.4 assumed OPCON of squadron at
151200H,

Ref: HMM-361 151150Z Nov67
CTG 79.4 151200Z Novée7

16 Nov 1967 CTG 79.4 and TG 79.4 Logisties Officer to BLT 1/3 for liaison
visit.

BLT 1/3 (~) re-embarked and CTG 79.4 assumed CPCON of the BLT
at 160900H.

Ref: CG 3d Mar Div 160555Z Nov67
+ CG III MAF 1613407 Nov67
CTG T9.4 1623242 Nov67

18 Nov 1967 CTG 79.4 and staff with representatives of CTG 76.4 %o 3d s
Mar Div for a planning conference. .

19 Nov 1967 CTG 79.4 and staff with representatives of CTG 76.4 to 3d
Mar Viv for a planning conference.

20 Nov 1967 Major W. L. LANG and party departed.
ENCLOSURE (1)
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21 Nov 1967

22 Nov 1967

23 Nov 1967

23 Nov 1967

DECLASSIFIED

Received initiating directive for Operation BALLISTIC ARCH.
Ref: ADMINO COMSEVENTHFLT 200356% Nov67

CTG 79.4 and staff with CTG 76.4 and staff and CO BLT 1/3
attended presentation of proposed concept of operations for
upcoming special operations. CG 3d Mar Div approved the basic
econcept. '

CTC 79.4 with Operations Officer, Fire Support Coordinator
and representatives of CTG 76.4 to 3d Mar Div FWD command
post to coordinate fire support procedures and to establish
liaison with the 2d Regt, 1lst ARVN Div.

Captain J. M. ROSS and Captain J. W. LOWE, 9th MAB liaison
Officers for forthcoming special operations reported aboard.

TG 79.4 Liaison Officer sent to 9th Marines FSCC to coordinate
supporting arms fire for planned special operations. Unable
to exchange liaison teams with the 2d Regt, lst ARVN Div due
to inclement weather.

LtCol G. H. BENSKIN, ACofS G=1, 9th MAB aboard for a liaison
visit.

Exchanged lisison teams with the 2d Regt, 1st ARVK Div, 5SSgt
ERVIN, USA advisor and Lt TRAN, ARVN, QUARG TRI Province Chief
Representative aboard for forthcoming special operations.

Delivered rifle squad from BLT 1/3 to ARVN company which was
scheduled to operate in support of BLT 1/3's movements.

BLT 1/3 exchanged liaison teams with the 1st AMIRAC battalion.

D-day for planned amphibious operation was delayed for 24 hours
due to inclement weather forecast.

Operation BALLISTIC ARCH oommenced with the landing of BLT
1/3 units by landing craft and helicopters into northeastern
QUANG TRI Province, I CTZ, RVN.

Notes Operation BALLISTIC ARCH continued throughout the re-
mainder of this month and therefore the After Action
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25 Nov 1967

26 Nov 1967

27 Nov 1967

29 Nov 1967

DECLASSIFIED

Report will be inc¢luded in the vec Command
Chronologys

CTG T79.4 with Operations Officer to BLT 1/5 command post for
liaison visit.

LtCol G. H. BENSKIN departed.

CIG 79.4 with Operations Officer and CO USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)
to BLT 1/3 command post for a liaison visit.

lstlt R. J. MARIZ, S&C Officer, 9th MAB, aboard in connection
with administrative matters.

CTG 79.4 and staff to BLT 1/3 command post for a liaison
visit.

TG 79.4 Logistics Officer to 9th Marines command post for a
lisison visit.

1stlt R. J. MARIZ departed.

Landing Force is firmly established ashore.

Ref: CTG 79.4 260630Z Nov6T

CTG 79.4 and staff to 9th Marines for a liaison visit.
S8gt ERVIN and Lt TRAN departed.

OPCON of BLT 1/3 passed to CG III MAF, CG 3d Mar Div and 9th
Marines concurrently at 271200H,

Ref: CG 3d Mar Div 251413Z Nov67
ADMINO III MAF 261132Z Nov67
CTG T6.4 2615402 Nov6T
CTG 79.4 2622267 Nov6T
ADMINO III MAF 270508Z Nov67
9th Marines 2717092 Nov67

CTG 79.4 with Operations Officer to 9th Marines command post
for a liaison visit.

Warrant Officer C. A. MARLOW, Brigade Awards Officer, 9th MAB,
arrived and departed on a liaison visit in connection with
administrative matters.
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30 Nov 1967 Captain J. M. ROSS and Captain J. W. LOWE departed.

Major H. S. JOLLEY, ACofS G-=2 representative, 9th MAB;

Captain E. F. DUNNE, XO, HqCo, 9th MAB; Major E. L. DICKSON .

and Major J. M. WINDBERG, Provisional Services Battalion;
aboard for a liaison visit.
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PART IV
CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

HMM-361 msg 151150%Z Nov6T

- CIG 79.4 msg 151200Z NovéT7

CG 3d Mar Div msg 1605552 Nov67

- CG IIL MAF msg 1613402 Nové7
v CTG 79.4 msg 1623247 Nové7
CALNLNO GUL L VENE L1 sog 2003562 Nov6T

CG 34 Mar Div msg 2514137 Nov6T
CIG 75 .4 wog 2605305 Novh?
AUMINU ILl LAl msg ¢6LLl3524 NovéT
CTG 76.4 msg 261540Z Nov67

CTG 79.4 msg 262226Z NovéT

- ADMINO III MAF msg 2705087 Nov67
: 9th Marines msg 271709Z Nové7

“Command Chronology 16-27 Nov 1967 BLT 1/3

" Command Chronology 15-30 Nov 1967 HMM-361.
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PAGE THREE RUHGUL 134 S ECRE 7
2, MISSION, WHEN DIRECIHD, CATF CONDUCT A SEARCH AND DESTROY AMPHIBIOUS OPEHAT]
AGAINST VC/HVA FORCES IN AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE ARMA IN UANG PRI PRVINCE OD I
CTZ OR OTHER OPERATIONS AS AGREED UPON WITH CID III MAF OR HIS DESIGHATED
REPRESENTATIVE, |
3e CPG 76,4 (COMPHIBRON THREE) EMBARKED IN USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) DESIGNATED
COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUSY TASK FORCE (CATP) -
§. COIC 79.4 (COMMAKDER SLP ALFA) EMPARKED IN USS IWO JIMA DESIGNATED CGMMANDER
IARDING FORCE (CLP)
2+ COMMAND REIATIONSHIP IAW PARA 3X (2) END EL OF BKPF A,

. 6o COMUSMACBH VILL PHOVIDE ANT1-IRFILTRATION/EXPILPRATION PARROL CRAFT FOR THIS

- OPESATION AND RILL PROVIDE CAS AND OTHER SUPPORT AS AGREED UPGN WITH CATP IAW
1B(1) OF REP A,
T AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA (AOA). THE AGA WILL BE THE IAND AREA BOUNDED ON HE
NBRTH BY THE SOUTHEEN BOUNDARY OF IMZ FROM THE COASTLIRE 10 THS IRPERSKCTION OF
HIGEWAY ROUTE ONE, YHENCE SOUTH ALONG HIGHWAY ONE TO GRIDLINE YE 63/9, TBENCE EASY
70 THE COAST, THE AREA WITHIN THE ACA WITHIN 15¢#i/6 YARDS RADIUS PROM THE CENTEX Off

610 LINH RPT GIO LINH SEALL BE OMITTED FROM THE AOA. THE SEAWARD EXTENSION OF Tik

A0 SHALL BE A TWENTY-FIVE (25) NAUTICAL MILES CENTERED AT YE 3437¢8/7 WITH THE AkC
LOCATED OR THE NOKTHERN LAT 148, THE AIR FROM

T

PAGK POUR RUHGUL 234 SECRE T
ABOVE THE LAND AND SEA AQA SHALL BE INCLUDED IN THE AOA. AFPROAGHES 70 ABOVE
MAX DONG BA AIRPORT TO BE COORDINATED WITH DASC, DONG BA. SAFE RREANSIT OF CIVIL
AIRCRAFT TO BE PROVIDED BY NOTAM.
8. NIOKNAME FOR THIS OPERATION WILL BE BALLISTIC ARCH WITH YENTATIVE D-IAY o/A
2ROV DEPENDING OF TACTICAL SITUATION. E AND L HOURS TO BE DETSRMIMED B Y CATF
AND D~DAY CONFIRMED BY CATF. UPON DETERMIRATION OF CONCKPT OF GPERATICNS AND
WELEN ALL FORCES ARE PREPAREDV CATF REPORT PO ORIG STATE OF READINESS, FINAL
RECOMMENDATIONS CONCEKNING D-DAY H AND L HOURS AND OTHER MATTERS RETATING TO T HI:
OFERA? ION. COMMARD OP EXSCUTION WILL B& B\ SKPARATE MESSAGE. SUBNIT PORMAL HEqUks:
@B FOR EXSCUTION AS BARLY AS PRACTICABLE TO ALLOW FOR COMMUNICATION DELAYS.,
1P ORIGINATGR EXECUTE MSG NOT RECEIVED AT RECOMMENENE TIME FOR EXECUTION,
ASSUME APPROVAL, AND ACT ACCOEDINGLY, INFORMING ALCON,
$. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS,

A. WHEN PIHMLY ESTABLISHED ASHORE, AND WHEN MUTUALLY AGREKD BY @ATF AND CG
111 MAF. REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF SLF CHOP TO CG III MAF. :

B, UPON CHOP OF REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF SLP CHOP TO SZXIXDUKER. OPCON OF IN-
COUNTRY COMMAKDKR, CATF RRMAIN IN SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS ASHORE.
~ C. WITHDRAWL 1AW ANNEX B TO REP A.
10, TERMIFATION IAW ANNEX T0 RsF A,
11, PUBLIC.AFRAIRS IAW ANMEX V TO REF A.

PASE FIVE RUHGUL 2384 X688 S K CRE T
12, KE10N ADDESS ACKNOWLEDGE REBEIPT.

CPmd
BT

=
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1. Designation
Task Group T9.4

BLT 1/3
1-31 December 1967

HEMM-361
1-31 December 1967

HONEB

2, Location

1-31 December 1967

3, Staff Officers

S ——————————

Executive Officer

DECLASSIFIED

PART 1

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

P e

SUBORDINATE UNITS

ATTACHED UNITS

Commander

Colonel J. A. CONWAY
1-31 December 1967

LtCol R. W. GOODALE
1-31 December 1967

LtCol D. M. WILSON
1-31 December 1367

USs Two JMA (LPE-2)
1-31 December 1967

USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7)
1-31 December 1967

USS COMSTOCK (LsD-19)
2-31 December 1967

USS FORT MARION (LSD-22)
1-2 December 1967

0SS WASHTENAW CTY (LST-1166)
1-7 December 1967

UsSS TULARE (AKA-112)
7-19 December 1967

USS WEXFORD CTY (LST-1168)
19-31 December 1967

LtCol P. H. SIMPSON
1-31 December 1967
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g-1/Adjutant 1stLt Jo C. SMITE
3-31 December 1967
5-2 . Captain W. N. POWLER
1-31 December 1967
: N
ASST S-2/Aerial Opserver Captain J. B¢ HATCHETT
1-31 DecembeT 19617
5-3 LtCol J. ERWIR
1-31 December 1967
ASST S-3 Major G. F. WARREN
1-31 December 1967
Fire Support"Coordinator 1tCol R. F. MOODY
1-27 December 1967
Major R. M. BIACK
16«31 December 1967
8-4 Captain P. Jo SAMUELS —
1-31 December 1967 ‘
Communications officer Captain L. M. ZWICK
1-31 December 1967
4. Average Monthly Strenath o
TSMC USH
OFF ENL OFF ENL
Hq, Task Group 79.4 10 24 0 0
BLT 1/3 60 1423 g8 18
EMM-361 46 149 1l 3
N
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ENCLOSURE 1) o~

o
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f ‘ PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

On 1 December, Task Group 79.4, engaged in Operation BALLISTIC ARCI with
OPCON of HMM=-361,was embarked aboard ARG/SLF ALFA shipping off the northeast
coast of the Republic of Sovth Viet Nam near the mouth of the Cua Viet River.
Task Group 79.4 = prowided helicopter,.medical and limited logistical:
support for BLT 1/3 which was in Operation KENTUCKY under the O.CON of the
CO, 9th Marines. Helicopter support was also provided to the 34 MAR DIV
during the period 1-29 December. The general off-loading of BLT 1/3 was
completed on 22 December and embarkation of selected items of BLT 2/4 were
loaded conmencing on 24 December., COMSEVENTHFLY terminated Operation
BALLISTIC ARCH at 290600H. The embarkation of selected items BLT 2/4 con-
tinued through the remainder of December.
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1 Dec 1967
4 Dec 1967

5 Deoc 1967

6 Dec 1967
7 Dec 1967

8 Dec 1967

9 Dec 1967

10 Dec 1967
14 Dec 1967

15 Dec 1967

16 Dec 1967

DECLASSIFIED
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PART 11l

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICAIT EVERTS

Major H. S. JOLLEY, ACofS G-2 representative, 9th MAB, Captain
E. F. DUNNE, Exec0, HqCo, 9th MAB, Major E. L. DICKSON and
Major J. M. WDDRERG, ProvServBn, 9th MAB departed.

CTG T9.4 and TG T79.4 S-3 Officer made a lialson visit to BLT
'1/3 command group

LtCol W. WEISE, CO, BLT 2/4 and members of his staff aboard for
a liaison visit concerning forthcoming embarkations LtCol L. -
C.-WITT, ACofS G=-3 representative, 9th MAB aboard for a liaison {

visit.

LtCol L. C. WITT departed.9th MAB Administrative Team aboard for
instructional training in routine administrative matters.

LtCol P. H. SIMPSON and Major G. F. WARREN, TG 79.4, departed
TAD to Subic Bay, R. P, to observe BLT 3/1 rehab program.

Representatives from BLT 2/4 Staff aboard for liaison visit

- concerning forthecoming embarkation. Major J. R. (Ck s ACofS
G-4 representative, 9th MAB,aboard for lisison visit. Captain
P. J. SAMUELS, S=4 Officer, TG 79.4 made a liaison vieit to

34 MAR DIV, Hq.

9th MAB Administrative Team departed. CTG 79 and members of

his staff arrived and departed on & liaison visit. Colonel
W. A, BUT'CHER, ACofS G-4, 9th MAB aboard for liaison visit.
Major J. R, CATON departed.

Representatives from BLT 2/4 staff aboard for liaison visit
concerning fortheoming embarkation. Colonel W. A, BUTCHER

. departed. -
CTG T9.4 and members of TG 79.4 staff made a liaison visit to |

3d MAR DIV, Hq. 2dLt W. R.PAINTER, Asst Adj/0inC RPS, 9th MAB . o
aboard for liaison visit. ' |

Major R. G. BUSTOS,

T. L. PRICE, Asst,

Major R, G. BUSTOS and lstlLt T. L. FRICE departed.

Aviation Logistic Officer, 9th MAB and lstLt ey
Adj, 9th MAB aboard for liaison visit. -

SECRET-NOFORN
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17 Dec

18 Dec

19 Dec

20 Dec

21 Dec

22 Dec

24 Dec

26 Dec

27 Dec

1967

1967

1967

1967

1967

1967

1967

1967

1967

Major R, M. BLACK reported to CTG 79.4 for duty as relief for
LtCol R. F. MOODY

LtCol D. J. JUICK, Asst OpnsO, 9th MAB aboard for liaison visit.
CTG 79.4, TG 79.4 S=4 Officer and BLT 1/3 kxecO made & liaison
visit to 3d MAR DIV, Hg. LtCol P. H. oIMPSON and Major G. F.
WARREN, returned from TAD,

CTG 79.4 made a liaison visit to 3d MAR DIV, Hg. 2dLt W. R.
PAINTER departed.

LtCol D. J. QUICK departed. Major J. L. KERSHNER, IS0, 9th
MAB; Capt O. M, THOMPSON, Asst G-1, 9th MABjand Capt H. W.
HIGGINS, Adj, 9th MAB aboard for liaison visit.

Major J. L. KERoHNER, Capt O. M. THOMPSON, Capt.H. W. HIGGINS
departed. Capt B. J. BORCHEIT, Combat IntelQ, 9th MAB and lstLt
R. D. TEMPLETON, Combat IntelO, 9thMAB aboard for liaison visit.

Capt B. J. BORCHETT and 1stLt R. D. TEMPLETON departed.
Representatives from BLT 2/4 staff eboard for liaison visit
concerning forthcoming embarkation. CTG 79.4 made a liaison
visit to 3da MAR DIV, Hg, LtCol R. F. MOUDY, and Major R. M.
BLACK, TG 79.4, F5C Officers mede a liaison visit to TG 79.5.

LtCol W. WEISE, CO BLT 2/4 and members of his staff aboard for
liaison visit. General off-loading of BLT 1/3 equipment comple=~
ted.

Major R. D. BLOOMFIELD, Asst CEO, 9thMAB, and Capt N. J. LADUCA,
Log0, 9th MAB aboard for liaison visit., CTG 79.4 and party to
III MAF Hq for a liaison visit. LtCol B. F. MEYERS, ACofS, G=3,
9th MAB aboard for liaison visit. Commenced embarkation of
selected items of equipment from BLT 2/4, Major G. F. WARREN,

TG 79.4, Asst S-3 Officer, Major L. DELMORE II and Capt J. E. LUBY

Jr., HMM-361, departed on TAD for Subic Bay, R. P. in connection
with advance party for rehab period at Lubic.

LtCol P. R. PIELDS, LtCol B. F. MEYEHS, and.Gapt H, J. LedUCh
departed. LtCol R. F..MOODY .departed on.PCs orders.,

CTG 79.4 to III MaF Hq and Hq 79.5 on a liaison visit.

SECRET-NOFORN
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28 Dec 1967 Major R. D. BLOOMFIELD departed. LtCol J. ERWIN, TG 79.4, S=3
Officer to ©G 79.5 on a liaison visit. OCapt P. J. SAMUEL5, TG
7944y 5-4 Officer to BILT 2/4 Hy on a liaison visit. Major
We L. LANG Jr, ; Ordnance Officer;, 9th MAB and Ordnance Team
aboard in connection with Ordnance matters.

79 Dec 1967 LtCol G. H. BHILEKDN, ACofS G-1, 9th MAB aboard from liaison visit
Operation BALLISTIC ARCH terminated by COMoEVENTHFLT at 290600H,-

Ref: COMGEVENTHFLT 2805122

31 Dec 1967 LtCol G. H. BuNuKIN departed.
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PART IV
CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
TAB AV COMSEVENTHFLT 2805122 Dec67
PAB Bv oo e Command Chronology l-31 Dec 1967, HMM-361

TAB C - CTG 79.4 After Action Report BALLISTIC ARCH/
KENTUCKY , - . e 72 0 0
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5uUCHSI-NOFORE - Unclassified upon removal of enclosures (1) through (4)

rrom:  Commancing Ofvicer
Tos Commanding Officer, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation BALLISTIC ARCIH/KililGUKY

Encl: (1) Commander task Group 79.4, After Action Report, Uperation
BALLISTIC ARCH/KENTUCKY
(2
< ﬂy" ( - il¥-361, After Action Heport, Operation BALLILYIC nRCH, R
' (4) - Operations Overlay, BALLISYIC ARCH

1. Lnclosure (1) contains the Commander “ask Group {9Y.4's After Action
Report for Operation BALLLITIC ARCH/KENTUCKY.

2. lnclosures (2) through (4) amplify enclosure (1).
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COMBAT AFI'ER ACTICN RBPORYT, OPBRATION BALLISTIC ARCH/KENTUCKY
Map reference: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, AMS Series L 7014, Sheets 6442 I amd IV
1. GENERAL

a. Operation BALLISTIC ARCH was a unilateral amphibicus operation
using surface craft and helicopters to land the landing Force. The
operation included suppcrt of a fellow=on "in-country' operation.
Inclusive dates of BALLISTIC ARCH were 24-27 November 1967. The
operation was conducted in accordance with NWP-22(B).

b. Operation KsK/UCKY was a search and destroy operation conducted
by the 9th Marines in QUANG TRI Province in the vieinity of the southern
border of ihe Demilitarized Zone. BL. 1/% was under the operational
control of the CO 9th Marines during the operation., This operation
utilized three Marine Battalions and was coordinated with an adjacent
ARVN operastion, While BLT 1/3 was participating in Operation KENTUCKY
operational contrcl of two of its companies was passed to the lst
Amphibian Tractor Battalion and they participated in Operation NaPOLEON.

c. Operation BALLISYIC ARCH/KENTUCKY was conducted in the GIO LYNH
and CAM IO districts of the QUANG TRI Province.

d. 'The operation commenced with the landing of BLT 1/3 by helicop=-
ter at 240658H and by surface craft at 240700H November 1967. Opera-
tional control of BLT 1/3 was passed to CG III MAF at 271200H November 1967.

&¢. The Commander, Task Group 7.4, embarked aboard AHG/SLE shipping,
retained sperational eontrol of HMM-361 and provided helicopter support
to BLIL 1/3 and to 3d MAR DIV operations. Medical evacuation and limited
supply support was provided for BLT 1/5 during Operation KuNCUTKY and
for the two companies from BLT 1/5 who participated in Operation NAPOLLON,
. Operatiop BALLIETIC ARCH was terminated by the Commander, Tth
Fleet at 290600F Dacember 1907.

2. 'MASK ORGANTZATION

a, Operation BALLILTIC ARCH

Task Group 79.4 Colonel J. A. CONWAY
BLT 1/3 LtCol R. W. GOODALE
M-361 LtCol D. M. WILSON

b. Operation KENTUCKY
Task Group 7.4 Colonel J. A. CONWAY
HMM-361 LtCol D. M. WILSON
ENCLOSTRE (1)
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3. INPELLIGENCE
a, Terrain

(1) General. The study area is a portion of the seaward margin
of the central coastal lowlands and delta plain, consisting of low lying,
often flooded, poorly drained land. It is compartmented by four segments
of terrain, all generally aligned with the coast and paralleling one
another. They progress inland from gently rolling sandy beaches and dunes
to a low area of rice cultivation with a network of deep steep-banked
streams, canals, and ditches, then to a flat and sandy plain with no
significant relief, and finally to another strip of rice cultivation with
nunerous settlements, the houses surrounded by thick hedges of shrubs and
trees, lying adjacent to National Highway #1.

(2) Relief. Except for the narrow strip of rice cultivation
immediately behind the beach the area from the coast to 4 kilometers
inland is characterized by flat to gently rolling sand dunes. The
ground slopes are normally less than 10 percent and elevations up to
25 meters. This strip of sand dunes rises toward the northwest forming
a ridge (average elevation 20 meters) which is contiguous to a strip of
paddy land averaging 3 kilometers in width and paralleling the beach.
This coastal lowland plain consists primarily of poorly drained, level
areas of rice cultivation. The most prominent relief features are the
dikes that are common'y 0.5 to 2,0 meters high and 0.5 to 2.5 meters
wide, JLocally, the ground is rough and considerably disected by steen-
banked streams, canals and ditches. From the ricelands; terrain i~1-.d
changes to a flat sandy level plain having a width of 2,000 meters.
This plain is virtually flat and interlaced with basins of water.
Immediately adjacent to Jational Highway #1, another strip of rice-
land extends inland 4,000 meters wide to the north and south and having
the sandy plain in its center. The highest elevation in the study area
is a point at YD 214743 being 51 meters high.

(3) Drainage. Except for the sand dune area in the east, most
of the coastrl plain is poorly drained and is affected by seasonal rains.
The principal drainage media is the Cua Viet and Ben Ngu rivers. The
Ben Ngu River drains the ricelands flanked by sandy plains and flows in
two directions connecting the Cua Viet River and the Ben Hai River to
the north. It runs parallel to the coast, approximately 6 kilometers
inland., These two rivers are navigable to small craft.

(4) Beach Study. The beach is located at center at 16957'40"N
107°08'54"E (UTM YD 286764). The beach is 13,000 meters long with 10,000
meters being useable. The average width of the beach at low tide is 46
meters to 230 meters and at high tide is 22 meters to 91 meters. The
gradient is 1:30 to 1:450 low water to high water and 1:10 to 1:15 high
water zone. All approaches to the beach are clear for LCM's and LVI's
although sand bars are prevalant at low tide. A surf of four feet or
greater can be expected 38% of the time., The tidal range runs f{rom a
minimum .3' to & maximum rise of 4.0'. The mean tidal range is .3' in
the fall. The current is negligible except during high surf conditions.
The mouth of the Cu: Viet River has a very fast current due to the
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tremendous amount of water flowing from the mountains. The beach is
comprised of fine white sand and trafficability is generally good .

Exits are cross country and along trails from the beach. Numerous
trails and roads inland from the beach run perpendicular and parallel

to National Hishway #1. There were no noted defensive installations

on the beach. The best point of landing on the beach is from coordi-
nates 16955'50"N, 107910'39"E (UTM YD 314730).to 16054'24"N, 107°12'00"E
(UM YD 336709). The trafficability for off-loading LCM's and Lvlts

is good,

b. Enemy Situation

(1) General. Intelligence prior to the operation indicated
that elements of the 270th NVA Repiment, the 27th LF Battalion and the
K-400 LF Company were operating in the AQA. llowever, there was a marked
decrease in activity during the month prior to Operation BALLISTIC ARCH,
which suggested these units were possibly operating in a different area,
Phe combined strength of these units number approximately 2,000 men.

The VAN AN Artillery Regiment, located north of the LM/, has the capa-
bility of supporting any of the units in our amphibious objective area.

(2) Order of Battle

@

UNIT LOCATION STRENGPH  WEAPONS

270th Regt (NVA) YD 256749 Hq 200 Unk '

4th Bn YD 249725 42% Unk

5th Bn Unk 425 Unk

6th Bn YD 2766 425 6 82mm Mort

27th Indep Bn (LF) YD 2464 400 4 120mm Mort, Unk B-40
rkts, AK's, HMG's,
60mm NMort

K-400 Co (LF) YD 2575 95 3 60mm Mort, 2 B-40

rkts, 6 BAR's
4. MISSION

a. BALLISTIC ARCH., As directed by COMSEVENTHFLT 200356Z NOV 67
(Initiating Directive), the mission assigned to CALF and CLF was to
noonduet a search and destroy amphibious operation against VC/NVA forces
in amphibious objective area in QUANG TRI Province of I CT4 or other

operations as agreed upon with CG III MAF or his designated representative,"

b. KENTUCKY. As mutually agreed between CATF and CC III MAF, CIG
76.4/79.4 were to remain in support of operations ashore.

5, CulicuPl OF OPKRATIONS

a. Operation BALLISTIC ARCH was to be a unilateral amphibious
operation conducted against VC/NVA forces located north of the Cua Viet

>
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and south of the southern boundary of the UM% (see operations overlay,
enclosure (4) to the basic letter). The operation was to be conduc-
ted in two phases.

SECRET=-NOFORN

(1) pPhase I was to consist of a simultancous helicopter-borne
and waterborne assault into the amphibious objective area (4Q)
followed by a rapid sweep southwestward to seize and ccecupy the first
of three Task Group objectives. On order,the attack was to turn towards
the northwest to seize the second objective. This movement was to be
characterized by a deliberate search of the area for enemy rockets and
logistic caches. The attack was then te continue on order to the
northwest to seize the third objective and other objectives to bo
designated.

(¢) Phase II was to consist of an amphibious withdrawal by
surfzce and/or helicopters from the AQA in preparation for BLY 1/3
participation in an "in country" operation.

~ a, TG 76.4/79.4 were to provide helicopter and limited
logistic support to BLT 1/5 during follow-on operations ashore.

6., EXECUTION

a, BALLISTIC ARCH.

(1) Operation BALLISTIC ARCH was executed in accordance with
CTG 76.4 Operation Order 315-68 and CTG 79.4 OP PLAN 1204-67 supplemen=
ted by C2G 79.4 frag orders for operations in the amphibious objective
area.

(2) D-day was established as 23 November but was delayed one
dorr dnn fo inclement weather until 24 Novemher with I and 1 hour at 0700,

(3) TG 79.4 commenced landing its helicoptér-borne assault forces at
240658H November and its waterborne assaunlt forces at 240700H., all
assault clements of the landing Force were ashore by 241120H,

(4) BLT 1/3 moved toward TG 79.4 Objective A with negative
enemy contact and the objective was secured by 241400H, BLT 1/3
established and occupied night defensive positions in the vicinity
of Task Group Objective A,

(5) At first light on 25 November, BLU 1/3 advanced toward TG
794 Objective B and seized it by 251200H without opposition. Night
defensive positions were established and occupied in the vicinity
of Task Group Objective B,

(6) Baged on an intelligence report indicating a possible
rocket s torage area the direction of attack was changed on 26 November
and BLT 1/3 advanced toward the southwest. The search of the suspected
storapge area produced nerativa results and the BLT was ordered to con-
tinue tc advance towards the north bank at the mouth of the TUA VIET
river, GUG 79,4 (CLt') rovorted the landing Farce firmly established

o
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ashore on 26 November and requested control of supporting arms remain ~~
with CATF.

(7) Phase II commenced at 270715H from White Beach (vic YD
339700) when the lead elements of BLT 1/3 loaded aboard landing craft
to move to DONG HA. The amphibious withdrawal was completed by 271145H.

b. KENTUCKY. During this "in country" operation TG 79.4 provided
helicoptex, medical, and limited logistic support for BLT 1/3. TG —
79 .4 also provided helicopter support for 3d MAR DIV operations ashore
during the period 27 November to 29 December 1967 .

7. RESULTS. See enclosures (2) and >(5).

8. COMMANDER'S ARALYSI5., This anpalysis is limited to matters at the
TG 79.4 level. The BILT and MM commander's analyses are included in
their reports, enclosures (2) and (3) respectively..

;e Planning

(1) On 18 November CTG 79.4 and staff with representatives
of CTG 76.4 attended a planning conference at 3d MAR DIV Command Post.
A second planning conference was held at the 3d MAR DIV Command Post
on 19 November which involved the same personnel,

(2) GCIG 79.4 and staff with CT¢ 76.4 and staff and the CO BLT -
1/3 attended presentation of the proposed eoncept of operations for the
upcoming special operationss CG Ba-MARBIV. .approved-bhe” basic iconcepts. -

(3) Additional planning and liaison conferences were attended
by various TG 79.4 staff members on 21 and 22 November.

(4) TG T79.4 planning was continuous and was conducted concurrent-
1y with the TG 76.4 staff. During the planning phase the following was
accomplished::

(2) Arrangements were made with CG 3d MAR DIV for area
studies, special intelligence studies and aerial photographs. Current
information was also obtained from the 9th Marines and the 1st Amphibian
Tractor Battalion.

(b) Augmentation personnel in the form of an Interrogator
Translator team, an Armed Propaganda team and Interpreters were requesated
in addition to reward funds.

(¢). Radio frequencies were obtained and the Communication
Operating Instructions (COI) was published. —~

(d) Arrangements were made for augmented helicopter support
consiating of one unarmed and four srmed UH-1E's.

5 =
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(e) Arranpements were made to establish a liaison team
at the 9th Marines headquarters for coordination of medical evacuation,
casualty reporting and helicopter support during the follow-on
"in country" operations.

(£) Arrangements were made for a TG 79.4 casualty liaison
teams to be positioned at "in country" sites for collecting and for-
warding casualty reports to the 9th MAB CRCC-ALFA embarked aboard =
the USS IWO JIMA.

(g) The AQA was discussed, agreed upon, and command
relationships were finalized.

(h) Exchanged liaison parties with the 2d Regt 1st
ARVN DIV and the QUANG TRI Province Chief,

(3) Logistic support for Operation BALLISTIC ARCH
would initially be providea trom supplies embarked aboard ARG ship-
ping. Upon completion of that phase of the operation in the coastal
region north of the Cur Viet river, the 9th Marines would then assume
OPCON of BLT 1/3 and provide logistic support. All classes of supplies,
with the exception of Class II non-consumable items were to be avail-
able to the BLT from the LSA at DONG HA Combat Base at this time.
The ARG/SLF would be available to provide support as requested.

(k) ¥rior arranpements were made to utilize the Class I,
IIT, and V assels of lst Amirac Battalion for resupply of the BLY
AmTrac platoon and 109 Btry which were located within the AmTrac
battalion perimeter,

b, Command. Relationships

(1) Operation BALLISTIC ARCH was a unilateral amphibious
operation with command relationships: in accordance with NWP=-22(B).
Responsibility for control and coordination of supporting arms was
not assumed by CLF. However,CLF reported to CATF that the landing
Force was firmly established ashore on 26 November. OPCON of BLT
1/3 was passed to an "in country" commander during the operation.

(2) At 271200H November 1967, CTG 79.4 passed OPCON of BLT
1/3 to CG III MAF (CTG 79.4 262226Z NOV 67). CG III MAF simultaneously
passed OPCON of BLP 1/3 to CG 3d MAR DIV (AdminO CG III MAF 2705082
NOV 67). CG 3d MAR DIV chopped OPCON of BLT 1/3 to CO 9th Marines
concurrvently. OPCON of HMM-361 remained under CTG 79.4 during
Operation BALLISTIM ARCH/KENTUCKY. Operation BALLISTIC ARCH was ter-
minated at 290600H.(COMSEVENLHFLT 280512Z NOV 67).

c+ Enemy Contact. There was no signigicant enemy contact.during
the three days of the amphibious portion of Operation BALLILLTIC ARCH,
One VCS was apprehended. HMM-361 helicopters received light to
moderate anti-aircraft fire throughout Operation BALLIGTIC ARCH
resulting in 3 aircraft receiving hits with minor damage.

6
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d. Supporting Arms .

(1) Naval gunfire support for Operation BALLISTIC ARCH was
provided by the following ships:

USS NEWPORT NEWS (CA 148)

USS ROBISON (DDG 12)

USS GOLDSBOROUGH {UDG 20)

Uss coLLeT (DD 730)

Uss NEW (DD 818) @
U35 DUru.r (DD 914)

There were no preparaiion fires of L& ROBIN or GREEN BiACH because of
the proximity of friendly ro.ces. OSuppressing fires were on call but
not executed for suspect targets south of the DM/ that effected Lz
ROBIN and GREEN BEACH. Suppression fires were executed on known and
suspect NVA artillery positions in the DMA and north of the U4 up to
the CAPE IAY area from L-hour-90 to L-hour+30. Naval gunfire ordnance
expended during the entire operation included 1600 rounds of neutral-
ization fire, 390 rounds of call fire; 46 rounds of counter battery,
and 986 rounds of H&I fire, totaling 3022 rounds.

- (2) Close air support was provided by lst MAW initially. Two

fixed wing aircraft were on station from H/L-15 to H/I+30. Subse-

quently 2 aircraft were on call, VMO-3 provided 4 armed and 1 unarmed

UH-1E's for helo escort, suppressive fires, TAC(A), and TAO through~ '
out the operation. No suppressive fire missions were actually executed.

’ (3) Artillery support was provided by the 105mm howitzer

battery organic to the BLT. In addition a platoon of LVIH-6 105mm

howitzers organic to the 1lst AmTrac Bn were in direct support for the .
operation. General support reinforcing fires from 12th Marine assets

at DOKG HA and GIO LINH were available but not called upon by the BLT.
Artillery support included 1 observed mission, O unobserved missions

and 36 HxI missions totaling 133 rounds expended.

(4) Coordination of supporting arms was controlled by CATF
throughout the operation.

e. Logistics

(1) To provide for the necessary coordination of supply for
the BLT, the Yhore Party Team was initially positioned on the UsS
CLEVELAND. All supplies were consolidated on this ship to provide
the duasl capability of utilizing LCM-8's or UH-34 helicopters in re-
supnlying the BLT. A Shore Party Liaison Team wae also positioned at
the north ramp of the Cua Viet river mouth to handle any supplies .
arriving by LCM-8's. LVIP's were available for unit distribution from
the ramp. In as much as the weather permitted helo operations, the
use of LCM-8's was not necessary.

(2) During the period the BLT was under OFCON of the 9th Mar- .
ines the Shore Party Team was relocated from the US3 CLEVELIAND to the
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ISA at DONG HA to continue processing resupply for the BLT.

(3) Poor weather conditions commencing D plus 6 greatly res-
tricted the use of the helicopters aboard the IWO JIMA. Helo resupply
continued with CH=46's and UH=-34's from "in country" squadrons. Resupplr
flights were lin.ted to a few hours each day due to the low ceilin,
and rein during most of the day. No critical.problems developeds -

(4) The Uss IWO JIMA was 4designated the Primary Casualtv
Evacuation Receiving Station (PCRS). When weather conditions prevented
belo MeD-EVAC's to return to the USS IWO JIMA, casualties were evac-
weted to Co "D", 3d Med Bn, DONG BA by '"in country" helos.

(5) "In country' faintengmGe facilitics were’ “aygilable. Mo
major problems existec,

f. Casualty Reporting. Casualty reporting was conducted in
accordance with current directives, The 9th MAB CRCC-ALFA was located
aboard the UsS IWO JIMA (LPH-2), which was designated the Primary
Casualty Evacuation Receiving Ship. BLT 1/3 and TG 79.4 casualty rep-
resentatives were positioned at '"D" Co, 3d Medical Bn, DONG HA, RVN
and "A" Co, 3d Medical Bn, PHU BAI, RVN to collect and pass on to the
9th MAB CRCC-ALFA,information on Special Ianding Force ALFA casualties,

Casualty Recapitulation

Operation BALLISTIC ARCH KIA. WIA WIANE NON-HOST ILE
BLT 1/3 0 0 0 4
HYM-361 0 0 0 0
ADMITTANCE 0 0 0 0
Operation KENTUCKY

BLT 1/3 9 57 8 59
HMM-361 0 2 0 0
ADMITTANCE 0 4 0 0
Operation NAPOLEON

BLT 1/3 1 9 0 0
BM-361 0 0 0 0
ADMITTANCE 0 0 0 0
. TOTAL 10 72 8 63

g. Civic Action. No civic action program was conducted due to
the area of operation and the operational commitments,

h. I30. A photographer anc "journalist were sent ashore w1th Blm
1/3 to prov1de informational serwvices ovoverage. - :
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(1) Communications were established IAW CTG 79.4 OP PLAN 120A-67
and with the COI issued separately. A message center was maintained
afloat in conjunction with Navy comm center with 79.4 assuming communi-
cations guard for BLT 1/3 and IMM-361. The following nets were entered
or established during operation BALLIGTIGC ARCH:

(a) 3d MAR DIV TAC #2 .

CTG 79.4 entered this net maintaining covered (Nestor)
communication with the 3d MAR DIV.

(v) III MAF CMD jf2

CIG 79.4 entered this net (Ra%Y, Orestes, €0 WEM) em-
ploying it for lengthy reporting te IIT MAF.

(¢) SLF TAC #1
CTG 79.4 established this net with BLT 1/3.

(@) FsC Coord

¥SCC, BLY 1/5, and a liaison officer located at the 9th Marines FsCC in
DONG HA. Some difficulty was encountered on this net during the first
few hours due to mechanincal problems. This problem was rectified by
remoting an AN/PRC-25 from the flight deck to SACC.

(e) WAC LOG ‘

et

CTG T9.4 established this net with ALFA Btry 1/12 ‘

CTG 79.4 established this net with the four ships of the
ARG, the LA, and the S-4 of BLT 1/3 for logistics purposes.

(2) During Operation KENTUCKY the FuC Coordination net was
secured and traffic on 3d MAR DIV TAC ;2 was nominal. Also during Operation
KENTUCKY a AN/MRC-110 with the Nestor Crypto System was employed at
DONC HA with a liaison officer and two radio operators. This radio jeep
served as a relay to another radio operator and a SNCO who wer: rellocnted
with BLT 1/3. Another operator was positirned at Delte Ned, DOMG HA for
administrative casualty reporting. All these 79.4 personnel mtiiuviined
communications on this net with personnel aboard the Uss IWO JItwm (LP1-2)
which actedas net control. This net was used for situation, spot, cas-
ualty and administrative repartingas well as being used for Med lLvac
requgsts., Heavy reliance has been placed on the Nestor Crypto System
(KY-8/skC) andtes proved to be invaluable in fixed positions aswhen .
employed on Operation KENTUCKY.

(3) Communications during Operation BALLISTIC ARCII/KENTUCKY
ranged from good to very good. Mutual interference between tHe various
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VilF/il radios aboard the U..; I00 JLa (LPH-2), arain required extens
sive use of alternate and spave frequencies to circumvent the problem.
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Ce The T0)MVc -ing comment: :::¢ inclu’ed on the subordinatc commanders!
combat altor action report. :

a. BLP 1/, After Actic- loport:

(1) Joncwr with rccommendation of paragr:ph 13.a. Frequency
coordination ai. assi, nment is » very critical problen and is caused by
a nunber of facio» -, amon; thon bring the relatively long range of the
PRC=25, us> of tie Fil-25 in place of the PRC-47 and the PRC-41 (FAC
communicatus with w0 instead of directly with aircraft), operations con-
ducted in areas occupied by allied forces whe are using radios in the
same frequency ran ¢ and w.e of high gain antcnnis wilb the FRC-2%H in
ovder to increr. ~ it: range, A1l of these fuctors, ani othcrs, contrib-
ute sirnificantly to the mutual interference problems that.continue
to pliyiue both ground and air upits, Ligot weight HF and UK equipment
vould induce the ground units to rely more on throse radios and would
provide scme relief for the fregquency crowding in the VIHF rarge. How-
ever in the immediate future there would seem tc be no relief other
than more articulate frequency allocation to units operating in close
proximity to each other. The problem is more difticult in the case of

Ny

SLF units because of rapid redeployment to various areas within I Ci%.

(2) ‘The recommendation of paragraph 13. b. is considered
inappropriate., The sea conditions were known and discussed with the
AmTrac platoon commander prior to the operation who indicated th:t hisc
Amlracs could negotiate the surf as predicted. Safety of personnel )landing
in amphibious vehicles was a prime and continuing consirier:tisn throuch-
out the planning and execution of the ship-to-shore moverent. 4n analysis
of the landing suggests that if the LVi's had remained bhuttoned up #nd
personnel remuzined inside the situation described in paragraph 121%.
wvould not have occurred.

(3) Paragraph 12.c.. The intelligence reports of all recent
operationshave indicated a larger concentration of VC/NVA forces than
has been mtually encountered in the AOA. The intelligence is based on
information gathered from many sources, including infantry units,
and is keyed to receipt of accurate information from these various
sensors. Perhaps a rc~evaluation of the reliability of the sources might
produce a clearer intellignece picture for future amphibious operations.

b, HMM=3%6]1 After Action Report

(1) Paragraph 2.b. of enclosure (3). ‘he st.tement concern-.
ing inexperienced opcrators is incongruous with statements of previous
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helicopter squadrons who aapported BLY 1/3° It would seen more likely
that the pilots of HMM- 361 were just not accustomed to the procedures
in use by the BLT even though conferences were held prior to the
opeFation in order to work out helicopter control procedures.

(2) Paragraph 3 of enclosure (3). Concur with the statement
that the problems encountered were relatively minor. A closer working

relationship between the ground control radio operators and the hel-
icopter pilots is constantly being promoted and encouraged.
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