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1. Designation 
Task Group 79.4 

BLT 1/3 
• 1-2 January 1968 

BLT 2/4 
2-31 January 1968 

HMM-361 
1-31 January 1968 

None 

2. Location 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

ATTACHED UNITS 

1-31 January 1968 

Staff Office"· 
ExecutIve Officer 

Adjutant/S-l 

S-2 

Asst S-2/Aerial Observer 

S-3 

2 
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Commander 
Colonel J. Ao CONWAY 
1-14 January 1968 

Colonel B. F. MEYERS 
14-31 January 1968 

LtCol R. W. GOODALE 
1-2 January 1968 

LtCol W. WEISE 
2-31 January 1968 

LtCol D. M. WILSON 
1-31 January '1968 

USS TWO JIM! (LPH-2) 
1-31 January 196a 

USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 
1-31 January 196e 

USS COMSTOCK (LSD-19) " 
1-31 January 1968 

USS WEXFORD CTY (LST-l168) 
1-31 January 1968 

LtCo1 P. Ho SI~Psor 

1-31, January 1968 

1stLt Jo Co SMITH 
1-31 January 1968 

Capt W. N. FOWLER 
1-31 January 1968 

Capt J. A. HATCHETT 
1-31 January 1968 

LtCol J. ERWIN 
1-31 January 1968 

SECRET-NOFORN 

1/11/ 



DECLASSIFIED 

• SECRET ... NOFORN 

Asst s-3 

Fire Support Coordinator 

Communications Officer 

40 Average Monthly Strength 

USMC 
OFF 

Hq, Task Group 79.4 10 
BLT 1/,3 60 
BI/T 2/4 65 
HMM-361 45 

1 
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Maj Go Fo WARREN 
1 .. .31 January 1968 

Maj Ro Mo BLACK 
1-31 January 1968 

Capt Po Jo SAMUELS 
1a 31 January 1968 

Capt Lo~~o ZWICK 
1-31 January 1968 

USN 
ENL OFF ENL 
"2'f 0'" 0 

1423 8 78 
1566 8 8, 
16, 1 . 3 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

During the firstifour days of January 1968 TILT 2/4 
continued embarking aboard ARG/SLF ALFA shippL1S. Operatin1'lal 
control (OPOON) of' BLT 2/4 was passed from eG III MAF to C'l'F 
79 at 020600Hand OPCON of BLT 2/4 was passed from CTF 79 to 
eTG 79.4 at the same time. Embarkation of BLT 2/4 was comoleted 
at o408l0H and all ARG/SLF ALFA shiJ?s departed RVN for 8ubic 
Bay, R. P. The USS TWO JIMA (LPH-21, with OTG 79.4 embarked g 

arrived in Subie Bay on 6 January. Vehicles and personnel 
were debarked and a ten day REHAB/TRNG period commenced immed= 
iately. Durine the period 6 Jan-13 Jan CTG 79.4 and his staff 
supervised and coordinated the BLT 2/4 REHAB/TRNG Program and 
planned for Hltu TOP XIX, an amphibious training exercise which 
was to be conducted in the Zambales Training Area in Sublc Bay. 

On 13 January CG III MAF requested ARG/SLF ALFA return 
to I CTZ waters as soon as possible and not later than 17 
January. COMSEVENTHFLT concurred in therequest and an immediate 
re-embarkation of BLT 2/4 commenced. Colonel B. F. MEYERS 
1""""! ' .. d Colonel J. A. CONWAY as oro 79.4 on 14 Janu8.ry in an 
in1'o.L~mal ceremony. CTG 79.4, with staff planners from TG 
7904176o4p departed for RVN by aircraft on 14 January in order 

. to attend a planning conference at the III MAF Command Post. 
HILL TOP XIX was cancelled and all ARG/SLF ALFA shipe were 
underway for RVN by 15 January. On 15 January CTG 7904~ with 
the planning staffs of TG 79.4/76.4, made liaison visits with 
the 3D MARDIV at Dong Ha and with the 26th Marines at Khe Sanhe 
COMSFVENTHFLT issued an initiating directive for Operation 
BALLISTIC ARMOR at 1523187Z. The USS IWO JIMA9 with TG 79.4 
embarked, arrived in the I c'rz waters late in the evening of 
16 JaI1Y!tl'Y. 

Because of the tense situation ashore durine the Vietnamese 
New Year Celebration (TET), ARG/SLF ALFA was directed to 
remain off the coast of northern I CTZ, beyond visible range p 

and be prepared to reinforce anyone of a number of possible 
areas of employ~nt in the event of a NVA/VC attack. 

On 22 January CG III MAF requested ARG/SLF ALFA conduct 
an amphibious operation to land BLT 2/4 by helicopter at Camn 
Evans in Thua Thien Province in of-der· to provide secrui ty for 
the Campo Within two hours and twenty minutes the first wave 
of sixteen helicopters was airborne and enroute to Camp Fvans 
as Operation BALLISTIO ARMOR Commenced. An increasing volume 
of enemy ground fire and pi lot fatigue caused the beH.copter 
lift to cease late at night and to resume at first light on 
23 January. CLF reported to CATF that BLT 2/4 (=) was firmly 
established ashore as of 23l130H. ARG/SLF AtFA remained in 
support of operations ashore during the follow-on operation~ 
NEOSHO II. 

On 24 January ARG/SLF hLPA received a request to reconsti= 
tute SLF ALFA and to conduct an an:phibious operation in the 
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3D MARDIV area as soon as posaibleo COMSEVENTHFLT issued an 
initiating directive for Operation FORTRESS ATTACK at 261604Zo 
OPCON of BLT 2/4 (-) was passed to CTG 79.4 at 261200H and 
re=embarkation of BLT 2/4 was completed at 26l830H 9 five hours 
and fifteen minutes ~fter it had begun. Operation FORTRFSS 
ATTACK commenced at 270930H with the landing of leading 
elements of BLT 2/4 in the 9th Marines Area of Operationso 
CTG 79.4 reported selected elements of SLF AT.FA were firml]' 
established ashore an('l simultaneously passed OPCON of BLT 
2/4 (~) to CG III MAF at 27150urt. 

ARG/SLF ALFA remained in support of operations asbOl'e 
during the remainder of the month of January_ 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

2 Jan 1968 CTG 79.4 received OPCON or BLT 2/4 at 020600H 
from CG III MAF and passed OpeON of BLT 1/3 to 
CG III MAF the same date/time. 

Ref: CG 3D MARDIV 031535z JAN 68 
ADMINO III MAF 041504Z JAN 68 
CTG 79.4 050601Z JAN 68 

.5 Jan 1968 Major W. to LANG Jr., 9th MAP Ordnance 0f'ficerj and 
9th MAB Ordnance Team depal·"t;\;u. 

8 Jan 1968 CApt C. B. COX, 9th MAB Staff Legal Officer j and 
Capt H. L. LADUCA Jr., 9th MAE LogO,aboard for 
liaison visit. 

9 Jan 1968 Capt c. B. COX and Capt H. J. LADUCA Jr. departedo 

11 Jan 1968 Colonel B. F. MEYERS renorted aboard as relief for 
Colonel J. A. CONWAY. 
Capt R. D. LANE and Capt S. S. Mc~~TH~ 9th MAB Legal 
Officersgaboard to conduct an Article 32 Investigation. 

13 Jan 1968 ARG/SLF ALFA was directed to return to RVN as soon 
as possible to be employed in the 3D MARDIV Area or 
Operations. 

Ref: CG III MAF 130254Z JAN 68 
COMSEVENTHFLT 130612Z JAN 68 

14 Jan 1968 Colonel B. Fa MF~RS relieved Colonel Jo Ao C01~AY 
as CTG 79.4. Auth CG, 9th MAE LtrO ll!jbb 1320 of 
.5Jan68. 
Colonel Jo Ao CONWAY departed for duty 8S Asst CofS 
G-3f 9th MAB. Auth CG 9th MAB meg 100123Z Jan 68. 
Colonel B. Fa MEYTRS$ CTG 79.4, and Stafr planners 
from TG 79.L~/76.4 departed for III MAF Headquarters 
for planning conference. 

15 Jan 1968 CTG 79 .. 4 SYld planning staff made liai60lrJ uiait to 
3D MARDIV at Oong Ha tmd 26th ~:ar·i~:..cs a.t ~=he Sanh r .:is 
requested by ACofS G-3, 3D MARD.LV 9 and rbtul ... Jed. t" DOrJg 
Hag 3D MARDIV Headquarters(Fwd). 

Ref: COHSEVENTHFLT 1.52318z JAN 68 

6 

DECLASSIFIED 

ENCLOSURE (1) 

SECRET=NOFORN 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET..,NOFORN 

16 Jan 1968 CTG 79.4 and planning staff made liaison visit to 
1st Marines, returned to Dong Ha, and then to 
USS VALLEY FORGE for liaison visit with OTG 79050 

17 Jan 1968 CTG 79.4 and planning Staff returned to TWO JIMA 
from in-country liaison visit. 
CTG 79.4 and planning Staff made a liaison visit to 
3D MARDIV Headquarters. 
Cdr. L. J. McDONALD, 9th MAB Chaplain, arrived and 
departed on liaison visit. 

18 Jan 1968 CTG 79.4 established liaison with 3D MARDIV by 
voice from 1st AmTracBn CP concerning possible 
employment areas. 
LtCol J. F. r.oNLON s P"rovServBn XO, aboard for liaison 
visi1 

19 Jan 1968 TG 79.4 S-3A to 3D MARDIV for liaison visit concern= 
ing possible employment areas. 

20 Jan 1968 CTG 79.4 and TO 79.4 5-3 to 3D HARDIV for liaison vislto~ 
21 Jan 1968 CTa 79.4, TG 7904 5-3, TG 79.4 S-2, and representa~ 

tives from BLT 2/4 and HMM-361 made a liaison visit 
to III MAF Headquarters. I 
Capt R. D. LANE, capt S. S. MoMATH and LtOo1 J o Fo 
CONLON departed. 

22 Jan 1968 OTG 79.4, TG 79.4 S-3 and TG 79.4 8-2 attended III 
MAF briefing with CTF 76. " 
eG III MAF, LtG en CUSHMAN; CG 1ST MARDIV 9 MajGen 
ROBERTSON; and CG 1ST MAW, MajGen ANDERSON aboard for 
liaison visit and luncheon. 
Received a request to employ ARG/SLF ALFA in the 
vicinity of Oamp Evans. 

Ref: CG III MAF 220400Z JAN 68 

TG 79.4 Executive Offioer and TO 7904 FSC to 1st 
Marines to coordinate BLT 2/4 landing and relief of 
First Bn, Ninth Marines at Camp Evanso 
Commenced Operation BALLISTIC ARMOR. 

Ref: CTG 7904 220,30Z JAN 68 
COMSEVENTHFLT 220536Z JAN 68 
CTa 19.4 221112Z JAN 68 
cro 76.4 221446Z JAN 68 
CTa 79.4 221526Z JAN 68 
CTG 79.4 221,26Z JAN 68 
TAB D, PART IV 
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eTG 79.~, TG 79.~ FSC and TG 79.4 S-2 t.o BLT 2/4 
CP and 1st Marines to coordinate landing . 
of remainder of BLT 2/4. 
eLF reported the landing force firmly established 
ashore at 231121Ho 

Ref: CTG 7904 230305z JAN 68 

Selected elements of the SLF (BLT 2/4(-» were 
chopped to CG III MAF at 231130H. 

Ret: CG III MAF 221544Z JAN 68 
CTG 76.4 230315Z JAN 68 
CTG 79.4 230344Z JAN 68 
CG 1ST MARDIV 240258Z JAN 68 

23 Jan 1965 CTG 79.4 anc ~G 7904 Staff members maGe a li&ison 
visit to 1st Marines and BLT 2/~. 

24 Jan 1968 CTG 7904 and TG 79.4 Staff members made a liaiso'n 
~, visit to 1st Marines, BLT 2/4, and 3D HARDIVo 

Capt W. J. BIEN, ProvServBn, arrived and departed on 
liaison visit. 
CTG 79.4 briefed OTG 76.4 and Starr on proposed move 
of BL'l' 2/4. 
OPOON ot ~LT 2/4(-) was passed to CG Task Force X=Ray 
at 25200lH JAN 68. 

Ret: CG 1ST MARDIV 241345Z JAN 68 

26 Jan 1968 Commenced re-embarkation of BLT 2/4 at 261315Ho 
Received initiating directive on Operation FORTRESS 
ATTACK. 

Ref: COMSEVENTHFLT 2S1604Z JAN 6e 

CG III MAP passed OPCON or BLT 2/4(-) to eTG 7904 
at 261200R. 

Ref: CG III MAli' 2S1626Z JAN 68 

Completed the re-embarkatton of BLT 2/4 at 261830Ro 
BLT 2/4'8 tank platoon and AmTrac PLT landed at 
Cua Viet at the ~equest of CG III MAP. 

Ref: CG III MAP 261750A JAN 68 

27 Jan 1968 Commenced Operation FORTRESS ATTACKo 

Ref: CTG 7904 261350Z JAN 68 
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TG 7904 ~iai80n Team to 9th Marines CPo C1~ 7904 
reported selected elements of SLF ALFA. firmly 
established ashore and chopped BLT 2/it (Q) to 
CG III MAF at 271500Ho 

Ref~ CTG 76 0 4 270736Z JAN 68 
eTG 7904 271205Z JAN 68 
CG III MAF 280224z JAN 68 
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TAB A 

PART IV 

CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

~ 1- CG 3DMARDIV 0315352 JAN 68 

-" .z--ADMIBO, III MAP 0415042 JAN 68 

-" .3_ CTG ".4 050601Z JAN 68 

~ ~- CG III MAF130254Z JAN 68 

~ s- COMSEVENTHFLT 130612Z JAN 68 

v ~.GOMSEVENTHFLT 152318z JAN 68 

v 7. CG III MAP 220400z JAN 68 

~1.CTG 76.4 220530Z JAN 68 

..- 9. COMSEVENTHFLT 220536Z JAN 68 

-~-CTG 79.42211122 JAN 68 

~ 11- CG 3DMARDIV 221446 JAN 68 

,,- I~- OTG 76.4 221526Z JAN 68 -~ "/''''''''0-

., 1;8. CG II! MAP 221544z JAN 68 

" J-1-_ CTG 7' .. 4 230305Z JAN 68 

" 1.5:- cro 76.4 230315z JAN 68 

.---/,- ero 79.4 230344z JAN 68 

VI%CG 3DMARDIV 240258z JAN 68 

-- Q- OG lSTMARDIV 241345Z JAN 68 

-~-CG III MAF 241540z JAN 68 

.-'-<0 - COMSEVENTHFLT 251604Z JAN 68 

v-",1_ eG III MAF 251~ JAN 68 

Vo'l.::l_ eG III MAP 260750Z JAN 68 

v ~a. CTG 79.4 261350Z JAN 68 

... <.4_ CTG 76.4 270736Z JAN 68 

v ~-_ CTG 211205Z JAN 68 

,,~~- CG III HAP 2802242 3AN 68 
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TAD I' 

DECLASSIFIED 

BLT1/) GOl'lMAND CHRONOLOGY 1=2 JAN 1968 

BLT 2/4 COMMAND CHRONOLOOY 1=31 JAN 1968 

HMM=361. COMMA}W CHRONOLOOY 1 JAN ... 10 }I'EB 1968 

CTG 7904 A.fter A~ticn Report Operation BATJLISTIC 
ARMOR/NEOSHO rIa 
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Voli th NWP-22 (B) 0 

b o Operation KFOSPO II was a continuing search and 
destroy ooeration being conducted by the 1st Marines jr 
THUA 't'HIFN ?rovirce n::rthwest of the city of HUE 0 Bur :'!,(-) 
was under the oneratlonal control of the CO 1st Marines 
during their participation in this ooerationD BLT 2/4 
(00) was given a mission of providin~ security for CA¥.P 
l<VAN~: (vic 'YDS3431C:) while one cf)mnany remained in I Corns 
Reserve, embarked aboard ARG/SLF shiupin~o 

co Operation BAl .• LISTIe APMO~/NF0SPO II waf c')nducted 
in the PPONG DIFN District of THUA THIFN Province. 

do 'Ph~ '"ueration commenced with the landinp: of BLT 
2/4 (~) hy hF'l.icouter at 221530F ~ Ooerational r,"ontrol 01' 
FLT 2/4(~) was nagged to co III ~"lAt:' at 231130~1< 

e c ~he (.~mmander. ~ask Group 7904, embarked aboard 
ARG/fLP shipning J retair.ed ')oeraticnal control of m~-36l 
and orovided heliconter j medical and limited logistic supnort 
for BLT 2/1+ durin/! oncration NEO~FO 110 

f" Ooeration FALLISTIC A~YOR was terminated by the 
Commander, U, So Seventh Fleet on 26 January 19680 

20 TASK ()?GANIZATION 

a. Operation BALLIS TIC AR MOR 

Task Group 7904 Colonel Bo Fo y;rYERS 

RT"m 2 Ill. LtCo 1 W 0 ~t!EISI' 

LtCo1 D. }L WILSON 
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b. Operation NEOSHO II 

Task Group 79.4 Colonel Eo F. MEYERS 

HMM-36l 

3. INTELLIGENCF 

LtCol D. Mo WILSON 

a, Terrain, 'T'he fnr)11i.h)'nJ8 'h.'ifl;!:'!'! "(,'1 (1,,\) is locntul in the 1'0 1] i rh' hills and :I~.JL ,ll!' j I " )u:;l, ;md \/.t \1' the ~\;f1I:' ,H,·' '-'l,ve)", 'P)-\(' :nIIf" ()"~IU Piver u' ~ ',,'f't; tn past +.hr,up-h the ldL'dle of the IV'/\., Drainage is 1 r'om the wes t tJ the e '33 t on the flat plains 0 The hills are covered with stlort elephant grass to secondary forest in the AOA ano the area immediately surrounding the AOA, The most prGl']jrl( nt terrain feature in the vicinity is Rill 674 which QVel 10n~p +~A AOA. 

F'nemy Situation. , 

(1) General- Tntp'lt~pn~p prior to the ouerntion l,dicated that thrre were no larpe enemy units jn or al')und thp iIl1lT1pniate area thet the ~LT was to occuoy. rombined streq,;t'n of the enemy units in the general area was Booo to 10,000 NVA troops with supnorting elements. 

(2) Order of Battle. 

TTNIT LOCA'T'I01'-T S'T'RFNGTH :.JFAPONS 

Sth Regt Base I\l"PA 101 2.500 unk'nnwn 6th Regt Base Iu'ea 114 2,500 unknown 9th Pegt Base nI'ea 101 2,500 :Jnknown 

4. MISt>ION o 

a 0 BALLISTIC AD~U)'.:O, AS direc ted bv COMS} VhF""~ tl'VI' 1!)231P7 .Tan 68 (In 1 ;---(,lt1nr .u.Lr'f-'Cl.luf'); the rnirsiot, assigned to CfI."'F and eLl<' WfJ," I.) "<';Ullll.", 'l ~-t-"\rch ar.d (, ('''ty), mnT)hibious 'meration against VClFIl\. fou.;eo:>., .. ' i '!~Jl),--(-r'.Llve area in QUANG TRI Province of I ("~', or' CJ (,l1\;,,j' 0' )f-'rt:~tians as a.crree~ llnnn with r.G III MAP or his designated reoresentative." 
r. 1,:r'YT: rr, ,\~ TlUt"',<-,,'.i ll n'l'E'Cn betwecr t" ,. nnd 

('/; I "~--"',-'S( l('ct,F" (lrn",!"ts !)f ~LJ' ~l,FA were chooned to CG III 

~ . , 

e 
e 

}!lJLP. CATF rfIr.Lined in RU''')T)0-rt; !)f '1'Oc:rnti.Jns ashore. e 
s ., (' ONC! p'T' IF' ., !)F ''I fT" 

3 0 Operation PALJ!; 'l're 'J?lWR wa~ to be D Ilnilatf-ral amnhibious onpration conductf'c ap'ainst VC/NI'A i'orcfs lO~f t-.( d near CAMP FVA~'~l (viC' Cj'~4JIC;J northwest of the city of tnn 

2 

~. I CPET-NOFOPJ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRrT~N~FOPN ~ 
(see onerations overlay, enclosure (4) to the basic letter)o 
The operation was to be conducted in two nhases o 

(1) Pha:'p. 1: "TRS t')' i ; ! i( rL""(' ·rne 
amphibious land] n~! cf tf~r('(' r it, \ .• , .1;\) '.l if! " 'try 
W /~/l?, and the~. L.I'~R (' ')mmand r: r'('up itt to LI' Lernon (Yl '534315) 
and be prepared t" e1'f( ct V'1(' r' (;li.ef of the 1st Battalion, 
9th Marines ElY'; tl 3Sf'umeres') HiE'ibility for the security 
of CAMPF11,\.,; 'h( j'(""alruw llnit::; rJf the BL'l'were tobe 
prepared to land bS either' hf:1 i,~(DLf~r cr assault craft 
as directed" 

(2) Phase II was to be an amohibious withdrawal 
of BLT 2/4(-) from RVN soil to the ARG/SLF shinning. 

b. TG 76.4/7904 were to provide helicopter and lim­
ited logistic support to BLT 2/)~ during any fo11ow~on 
opera tions a shore. 

6. FXFCU'T'ION. 

a. BALLISTIC ARMOR. 

(1) Operation BALLISTIC ARMOR was executed in 
accordance with CTG 76.4 Operation Order 317 ao68 and CTG 
79.4 OP PLAN 120A~(Yp) sll'O-olf'mented by CTf'} 7904 frag orders 
for operations in tne am~)t'lhir)uS Gbjective area. 

(2) The T~lt18rl1p Directive was issued by 
COMSF:VEN'rHF1'1' PI'lOl' to & 'J~cif'ic objective being 
assigned in order to allow the ARG/SLF to assume a quick 
reaction posture. This quick reaction capability was 
specifically required during the tense period just prior 
to the TET (Vietnamf'se New Year) Celebrationo 

(3) At 221245H CATF and CLF received a request 
for a proposed amuhibious landing of APG/SLF ALFA at 
CAMP EVANS. 

(4) CATF, in coordination with eLF, oromulgated 
a proposed AOA for the oneration at 221330H. 

(5) At 221419 concurrence was received from 
COM9FVENTHFLT on the proposed amphibious operation. 

(6) At 22l420H CA~F~ in c00rdination with eLF, 
submitted the concept of onerations and requested that an 
"in country" commander be designated to control all 
supportin~ arms in the AOA. 
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(7) The first!helicopt·('Y' WAve departed the USS 

IWO JIM A at 221505H and toucbt ) Ii in the landing zone 
at 22l$30Ho . 

(8) Helicopte~ operations were secured at 222237H 
due to excessive flylug hou~A tor the pilots coupled with 
darkn.ess and receipt ~f enem~ small arms j automatic weapons 
nm~ r,0 caliber machine gun fire. 

(9) Helicopte~ u~bratlons were r~sumed at 230730H 
and the remainder of BLT 2/4(,,) was lande~ at C&MP EVANS. 

(10) BLT 2/4(-) was chopped to CG III MAl" Bt 2~1130HJ 
and TG 7604/7904 remained 1 .... l:IU.u •• h)rt of operations ashore. 

bo NFOSHO II. Durinp: thie- "1.n country" operation, 
TG 7904 provided helicoptt. .. ", mel1cal1 9 and limited lop:istic 
support for BLT 2/4(~). 

Co Phase II of Operation BkLLI~TIC ~RMOR commenced at 
26l3l5H 0 ThE! amphibious withdrawal l.Ta.sco~oleted a.nd all 
BLT 2/4 units, less one securitv SCllad He:N' r:'~'oardARG/SLF 
AIFA shipping by 26183011. h1"l1"l ""jtJ 1 , . 'f. ;:,/ four' 
CH-46 helicopters I lifted t;wo rifle C("rlH)Hr: ips, a btmare te 
platoon, md the Alfa ComrnahU. lrL'OUP to .AHG I:::: LF ships wh i.1e 
one company (-), Ii mortar oattery and three lObmm 
recoilless riflf' ':.1' ,,:ions were withdrawn from RVN by assault 
crafto 

7. RESULTS. .' C' (r l <': losurel:l \t::.) and U) 0 

8. COMMANDFR'~'. ANfl.LY'SISo 'llhis analysis is limited to 
matters at the TG 79.4 ,,..,pl. !'he> BLT-and HMM Commander's 
analybv~ ~re included in t.hp,i~ reports~ enclosures (2) 
and (1) respectively • 

.... 0 t!lanl},inso 

(1) On 13 Janua r',r 1 Qhl1, CG III MAF requested that 
AHU-/~il.ll· A.l.~.I"A c\.lt short thr..>·j ~t·,Y'~ i ning/rehabili tation period 
and tlluCt;eu. to "'Rv~r as soor' HI:! p()ssible 0 COMSEVENTHFLT 
C(mC1H'T'f~d w Uh the reques t and OW 19 .4 J wi th p1annirp: s taf!' 
and renr'('lsentatives of CTG 76,1..)., returned to RVN in order to 
attend briefings and p1anni.ng conferences on V, Tan 1968. 

e 
e 

(2) The "in oountl'y1 situation was trrlse and -_ 
em 7904 was informed to prepare for possi.blr employment 
at anyone of a number of possible areas. 
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\3) roncurrent planning was conducted by ~ 7904 
and TG 7604 staffs in order to accomplish a~ much advance 
planning as was possible without being assi~ned a specific 
objectiveo 

(4) CTG 7904 and various members of hlS staff made 
daily liaison visits with members of the 3d MAP DIV staff 
for updating of the situation as it existed as~)~e prior to 
the operationo 

\5) Dull" -to the nature of situatior ;d:,~le 
uncertainty 01' a specific area' of employmen" r: 
special arrangements wp~o ~ade for area studir u ~pecial 
intelli~encc studles and aerial photographso (:ur-rent 
intelligence information was acquirerl on a daily basis 
by attending 3d MAR DIV intelligence briefinc;r. 

\6) Radicfrequencies were obtained 01" atenta­
tive bas1S but the Communication Opera+'ing In.~tr1Jction 
(COl) was not published prior to the operati·~n. 

(7) Tenative arrangements were made fer augmen­
ted he licopter support in the form of armed UH<" lr: e s 
for hele escort and CH",,53's or CF=46 i s for heavy 11ft 
requirements" 

(8) Due to the rapid react~')r C'i;drc;>:r-t" no 
prior lop-istics liaison was conducted o elm 79.4 OP PLAN 
120A~(YR) provided immediate lo~istic lns~ructions for use 
during "he operation. The CAMP EVANS LSA had been used by 
SLF BLT's in nrevious operations and ~~ was determined that 
resuoply support would originate fror.". 'there 0 

(9) Arrangements were mar" with the 1st Narines 
to assume resDonsibility for fire .upnort coordination 
during the amphibious operationo 

(lO) The AnA was discussed; agreed upon~ and 
command relationships were finalized o 

ill) Rstab lishment of a SIP 11a'ison team with the 
"in Cf)'lT't,T'~T" 
d i~ (' 

~()t'1rnf!nr1cY' v:h'l '-")11·j" ""-ts'" (PCON of pur 2/4 was 

Ll) Addi t, lOlJal. planning conferences were attended 
by CfT1(; C).II Hn r1 vn:('j~}1u: G-:"",-ff officeJ"~ ~""Y'r>up:hout the 
pcrl}d ('jpiri~ ,'J('i"ltirJf' ·~I..L!.(~· 're' ,~~-\'-/:.";()~-~'; TTw 

\ 1) Operation BALLIS11 IC APMOfl Has a un i In f·era 1 

, ~ i) 
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amphibious operation with command relatinnshios in accordance ~ 
with NWP-22(B)o Responsibility for c'Jntrol and coordination 
of supporting arms was passed to an liin country" 
commander d urin~ the ship to shore movemento CLF reported 
the Landing Force firmly established ashore on 23 January 0 ~ 
OPCON of BL'T' 2/4.(~) was chopped to an "in country" commander _ 
during the operation. 

(2) At 231130H CTG 7904 chopped OPCON of RLT 2/4(-) 
to CG III MAF (C~G 79.4 220344Z Jan 68). CG III MAP simultan-' 
eous1y passed OOCON of PLI'f' 2/4(-) to CG 3d MAT' nIV (CG III MAF 
221)447 Jan 68) and CG 3d. BAR DIV chopped OPCON of BLT 2/4(-) 
to the 1:0 1st }1arinf!s concurr io ntlvo OPCON of HMM-36l remained 
under r'T'G 79.4 durinp: Operation B~,\LLtSTIC ARMOR/NFOS.HO II. 
Operation BALLISTIC ARMOR was terminated on 26 January and 
OPCON of PLT 2/4(=) was returned to CTc} 7904 at 26l200H 
(CG III ~~F 2~1626Z Jan 68}o 

Co Enemy C;ontact o 'T'here was no significant contact 
during the amphibious landing of BLT 2 /1 , (-' into the 
CAMP EVANS area. HMM-361 helicopters received 1ia'ht to 
moderRtp small arms y automatic weapons and.50 caliber ~ 
machine gun fire during the hours of darkness on 22 January. ,., 

do Supporti~ Arms 0 , e 
(1) '1'\,0 UH-1E (armed) helicopters pro'vided. IIf'rIroach and 

retirement:', lane escort during. the-eroop lifto No other SUl')')ortira 
arms Wf'T't=l planned for or used durinp: the ship to shore movement 0 _ 

(2) All su~porting arms were the responsibility 
of the 1st Marines FSCC. 

(1) To orovide the necessary cnordination ~f 
sunnly support for the BLTg the Shore Party Detachment 
was assigned t'J the OM·ro FVANS ISA under the supervision 
of the 1st Marines, 

(2) ThE> three rifle companies, l06mm RR'pit, 81mm 
mortar pIt and the 4.2" mortar bRttery landed with a class 
V prescribed load o~ B/A olus I-DOA. This quantity of 
ammunition provf'd to be exc("ssive for the operation. An 
adequate class V sunnly was already on hand in the CAMP EVANS 
LSA 0 

(3) No major logistic problems existedo 
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(4) The USS IWO JIMA was designated the Primary 
Casualty Evacuation Receiving Station. 

(5) No maintenance prohlems were incurred during 
the operation" 

• 

f 0 Casual tx PefJu1'ting 0 Casualty reporting was conducted 
in accordance with c~rrent directives o The 9th MAB CRCC-AIFA 
was located aboard the US~ TWO JIMA (LPH~2)~ which was des­
ignated the Primary CA.suaity EvacuatJ',l1 Deceiving Shipe BLT 
2/4 and TG 79·4 casualty rE'Drt'S(,T" ,p, i.1" c: 1'1 ('re positioned at 
"A" Co, 3d Med1.cal Bn. Dhu Hat, ",' \". ,.'lldct and pass on to 
the 9th MAR (H;(' .',T'~I~" ~nfC!l'111ctir.n c1 ;v('~ial Landing Force 
ALF'A ca'3ua 1. t:, p .', 

Casualty Rec~pitulat~o~ 

a, Friendly 

BLT 2/h 

HJv1M-361 

AiVIT'!'ANCE 

TOTAL 

b. Fnemy~~ 

KIA 
0-

o 

o 

o 

KIA 

6 

WIA 
3 

o 

o 

3 

WIANF 
1 

o 

o 

1 

"'lIA ('Probabl~) 

7 

NON =HOSTILF 
o 
o 

o 

o 

PW DF'1'AINFFS 

o 1 

go Civic Actiono No civic actl~!~ nr'Jrram war' c0nducted due 
to the area of operation and the OClerRI~ i inal c'~!:"['li tY'lentfl. 

ho 1300 A photograoher and journalist were sent ashore 
with BLT~4 to nrovide informational services coverage. 

i, Communications. 

(1) (»l''iFIIlrU'U ,L")ns were established in accordance with 
',':, 7(;.1~'1 'I,'It ',;Jr)_il '( 8rd l,lith thA r.nI issued separately. 

,'\ nl(:ssave ocntc~.'.un rr;t~i.ntHir;ed afloat in conjunction with the 
'Y;S n'o JI"A Naval Cr)mmunications ('enter' with CTG 79.4 assuming 
comrr;unicati'ms guard for BLT 2/4 and HMM-361 0 The following nets 
werE' entered or established during operatirm BALT,I8·TIC ARMOR/ 
NFO~HO II, 

( a ) I I I MAr Ip t, C /'2 
em 7904 en-tered this net (RAT'i', Orestes, 60 WPM) 

and maintained dirpcL C 'lTm:".l1nica t i rms wi.th III r,:AF ano 3d Mar Div. 
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(b) 3RD MAl=? I1IV TAr #1 
r~G 1904 entered this net maintaining covered 

(Nestor) communlcatiQ~s with 3rd ~arine Division o . 

(c) SLF TAr #1 
(1) CTG 7904 established a ne~ with liaison 

personnel in the field o An A}.T/MRC~110 radio jeen with a secure 
voice cana.bility wa.s niaced at CAMP FVAKS which relayed traffic 
to battalion persQrnel and to a Med Rep located at Alfa Med, 
Phu Baio This net was used for situation, spot. casuelty and 
admin1strative reporting~ as well as being used for Med-Evac 
request:so 

(2) During the initial landing a numb~r of 
nroblems were encountered with the frequencies allocated Q One 
of the problems was mutual interference. as frequencies assign­
ed to TG 7904 were bein~ used by units operating in the same 
area. Most problems were encountered because of the urgency 
of the landing. which precluded nroper frPQuency assi~nment and 
coordinationo Communications during the operation ranged from 
very good to fairo 

90 The following oomments are includen on the subordinate 
commander's combat after action reports~ 

a o BLT 2/4 After Action Report (enclosure 2): 

~ ,. 

(1) Jsragraph 13 concerns the establishment of an ~ 
"f'mergency rad io frequency block" that would be available ,., 
for each arpa that was bein~ considered for RL~ emnloyment. 
')nerationally the recommendation is sound and would Alleviate 
many of the orohlems Ancountered durinr the initial stages of 
this ooeration. Powever, in realityj the VHF fr~quency 
snectrum is so cro"n~ed throughout I CT7 that no frequencies 
exist that are available for assi~nment to the recommended 
"emerp'ency block"o Mutual interference among radios and 
frequency coordination c0ntinue to be major problem areas 
for SLF operationso 

b. m1~-361 After Action Renort (enclosure 3), None. 

e e 
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SECRET -NOFORN - Unc la s s if i ed upon removal of enc lou sr e (1) 

From: Command er 
To: Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade 

Subj: Command Chronology ror the pel iod 1 through 29 February 1968 

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2 
(~ FMFPACO 5750.8 
Cd) BrigO 5750.1C 

Ene!: (1) Command er Ta sk Grou p 79.4 Command C hro nolog y 

1. Enclosure (1) is subnitted in accordance with references (a) 
t hr 0 ugh ( c) • 

¢l~~. 
BRUCE F. 

D I STt'{ I BUTION: 
Co py II 

CG 9t h MA B 1-2 
CG 1 st MarD iv 3 
CC 3d MarD iv 4 
CG 1 st MAW 5 
eTG 76.4 6 
CTC 79.5 7 
RLT -,2 6 (R ear) 8 
MAG -15 9 
ELT 2/4 10 
HMM -363 11 
ProvS erv Bn 12 
S & C File 13 
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1 • D e s is na t io n 
Task Group 79.4 

BLT 2/4 
1-29 February 1968 

HMM-361 
1-10 February 1968 

HMM -363 
10-29 February 1968 

NONE 

2. hQ~~.tion 
1 -2 9 Fe br ua r y 1968 

3 • S t a f f 0 f f ie e r s 
Executive Officer 

Adjutant/S-1 

S-2 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 

SUBORDINATE UNITS -----------------

ATTACHED UNITS 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

... ,. 

Command er 
Colonel B. F. MEYERS 
1-29 Fel:ruary 1968 

LtCo1 W, "TE1SE 
1-29 Fel:ruary 1968 

LtCol D. M. ~ILSON 

1-10 February 1968 

LtCol F. E" ALLGOOD 
10-29 Ferruary 1968 

u S S I HO J IMA (L PH - 2 ) 
1-29 February 1968 

USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 
1-29 February 1968 

USS COMSTOCK (LSD-19) 
1-29 February 1968 

USS l·:EXFORD CTY (LST-1168) 
1-29 February 1968 

Lteol P. R SIMPSON 
1-29 February 1968 

lstLt J. C. SMITH 
1-29 Feeruary 1968 

Capt W. N. FOWLER 
1-19 February 1968 

Capt B. J. BORCHELT • 
20-29 Fel-ruary 1968 
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Asst S-2/Aer ial Observer 

S -3 

Asst 5-3 

Air Offic.er 

:;' ir e Su ppor t Coord ina tor 

S -4 

Cemmun lea t ion 5 Of f it. er 

4. Average Me nt h!'y_S t r engt h 

Hq, Task Group 79.4 
BLT 2/4 
HMM -361 
HMM-363 

USMC 
OFF ~Iik 

10 
63 
45 
45 

3 

26 
1652 
156 
162 

DECLASSIFIED 

Capt Jc A. HATCHETT 
1·-29 February 1968 

LtCol J. ERWIN 
:-29 February 1968 

Maj G. F'. WARREN 
1 -17 F e br u a r y 1 9 68 

Mu1 R. G. LEIDICH 
18 -2 9 Februar y 1968 

Maj J. M. BARNHARI 
15 -2 9 Fe brua r y 1968 

Mdj R. M. BLACK 
1-29 February 1968 

Capt P. J. SAMUELS 
1-29 February 1968 

Capt L. M. ZWICK 
1-19 February 1968 

Maj W. B. LUDWICK 
20-29 February 1968 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

As the month of February began, the majority of BLT 2/4(-) (Command 
Group ALFA, Companies E, F, and G) ~re OPCON to the Fourth Marines 
part ic 1 pa t ing in Operation LANCASTER II. H/3/l2 wa s located a t Dong 
Ha and W/3/l2 was located at A-3. Both artillery batteries were under 
OPCON of 2/12. Co H and 1st PIt, Co A, 5th AT Bn were OPCQN to the 
Ninth Marines participating in Operation KENTUCKY. 1st PIt, Co A, 
5th Tank Bn was OPCON to BLT 3/1 participating in Operation SALINE. 
4th PIt, Co B, 1st AmTrac Bn ~s OPCON to 1st AmTrac Bn participating 
in Operation NAPOLEON. HMM-361 continued in support of eTG 79.4. 

The month of February was characterized by marginal weather con­
ditions causing reduction ill the amount of helicopter support which 
could be provided. 

During the evening hours of 6-9 Feb the twO JIMA acted as Helo 
Haven for Marble Mountain ClI-53's. During the period when the IWO JIMA 
was absent from the vicinity of the eua Viet River mouth med evac 
responsibility for BLT 2/4(-) was assumed by CG Third MarDiv. 

On 10 Feb the exchange of HMM-361 to Marble Mountain and HMM-363 
to eTG 79.4 began. The move was completed on 11 Feb. HMM-363 began 
day and night pilot carrier quaIs on 11 Feb. 

During the month of February BLT 2/4(-) provided security for the 
Khe Gio Bridge and the bridge at YD 043566; conducted road security 
along Route Nine between Khe Gto Bridge anu YD 043566; provided a ~ 
reactionary force for the defense of Camp Carroll; and:conducted .., 
extensive patrolling and ambush activities to deny the enemy access to 
the area south of the Cam Lo River. 

Helicopter recap for the month of February is as follows: 

A. HMM-361 (1-9 Feb) 

Sorties Hour s Passengers Cargo (tons) Tasks Medevac 

524 188.7 991 33.1 171 38 

B. HMM-363 (10-29 Feb) 

Sorties Hour s Passenger s Cargo (tons) Tasks Medevac 

1623 690 2894 130.5 846 63 

C. TOTAL (1-29 Feb) 

Sorties Hours Passengers Cargo(tons) Tasks Medevac 

2147 878.7 3885 163.6 1017 101 

During the month of February 1968 HMM-361 and HMM-363 flew in sup­
port of BLT 2/4 in Operations FORTRESS ATTACK, LANCASTER II, KENTU., 
SALINE and NAPOLEON. 

ARG/SLF ALFA remained in support of operations ashore during the 
month of February 1968. 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

10 Feb 1968 HMM-361 completed off1oad1ng at 1105 and OPCON chopped 
to CG F1rst MAW effective 101200H Feb 68. Elements of 
HMM-363 (Commanded by LcCoi F, E. ALLGOOD) reported 
a bo a l: d I ~70 J I MA for d U L Y with T G 7 9. 4 a t 134 5 • 0 P CON 
chopped trom CG First MAW to eTG 79.4 at 101200H Feb 68. 

Ref: erG 7904 101336Z FEB 68 
HMM-363 101444Z FEB 68 
eIG 79.4 1101252 FEB 68 

12 Feb 1968 Maj R. G LEIDIeH reported for duty as relief for Maj 
G. F. WARREN, Asst Operations Officer. 

13 Feb 1968 Capt B. J. BORCHELT reported for duty as relief for Capt 
W. N. Fot.JLER, Intelligence Officer. 

14 Feb 1968 MajGen R. MeC TOMKINS visited CTG 79.4 aboard the lWO 
JIMA. 
LtCol W. ft. JOHNSON, 9thMAB Supply Officer, aboard in 
connection with supply matters. 

15 Feb 1968 LtCol W. R< JOHNSON departed. 
Maj W. B. LUDWICK reported for duty as relief for Capt 
L. M. ZWICK, Communications Officer. 
MaJ J. M. BARNHART reported for duty as Air Officer. 

17 Feb 1968 Liaison/Advance Party personnel exchanged between H/2/4 
at Cam Lo and L/3/9 at Ca Lu. 

Ref: CTG 79.4 161005Z FEB 68 

18 Feb 1968 Exchange of H/2/4 and L/3/9 delayed due to inclement 
weather. 

19 Feb 1968 One platoon and Command Group exchanged between H/2/4 and 
L/3/9 before in~lement weather suspended troop shuttle. 
Commenced SAR for CH-53 hel0 presumed lost at sea 20 
miles east of Hue/Phu Bai radial 092. 

2 0 Feb 1 96 a SA Rca n c e 11 e d wi t h neg a t i v ere suI t s . 

25 Feb 1968 Exchange of Hi2/4 from Cam La to Ca Lu and L/3/9 from 
Cau Lu to Cam Lo completed. Fourth Marines assumed OPCON 
of H/2/4 from Ninth Marines effec£ive 251300H. Fourth 
Marines passed 0PCON of H/2/4 to Third Battalion, Ninth 
Marines effective 251300H. 

Ref: Fourth Marines 250738Z FEB 68 
Ninth Marines 250831Z FEB 68 
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lstLt T. E. TANZEY, member 9thMAB Inspector party, a.rd 
for admlniatratlve lnspeLtion of BLT 2/4 and HMM-363. 
Maj J. R. CATON, 9thMAB EM BARKO , aboard for liaison 
v is it. 

26 Feb 1968 Maj J R. CATON departed. 

28 Feb 1968 LtC01 G. H. BENSKIN, 9thMAB ACofS G-l; Maj ~. Co FAGE~TY, 
CO, HqCo, 9thMAB; and Capt H. W. HIGGINS, 9thMAB 
Adjutant, aboard for liaison visit. 
Operation NAPLOEON/SALINE terminated. Operation SALINE 
II commenc.ed. 

Ref: CG Third MarDiv 29008302 FEB 68 

29 Feb 1968 LtC01 T. H. BURKE, CO, ProvServBn, 9thMAB, aboard for 
liaison visit. 
Lteol G. H. BENSKIN, Capt H, W. HIGGINS, and IstLt T. E, 
TANlEY departed. 
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TAB B 

TAB C 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART IV 

CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

erG 79.4 101336Z FEB 68 

HMM-363 101444Z FEB 68 

eTG 79.4 110125Z FEB 68 

CTG .79.4 1610052. FEB 68 ., I~ 

Fa URI H . HA R I N E S 2 SO 73 8 Z FEB 68 

NINTH MARINES 2508312 FEB 68 

CG 3D hARDIV 2908302 FEB 68 

. BLT 2/4 COMMAND CHROLOLOGY 1-29 FEB 1968 

. HMH-363 COHHAND CHROlffiLOGY 11-29 FEB 68 
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1. piSPATION 
'lask Group 19.4 

BLr 2/4 
1-31 March 1968 

1OOl~)63 . 
1-31 March 1968 

'lone 

2. LOCi.nON , 
1.31 March 1968 
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PART I 

ORGANIZArIONAL DATA 

StJOORDlNA'l'E llUi'S 

ArrACHED UNlrs 

,. S'lAFF qzICERS 
Executive Officer 

Adjutant/S-l 

Intelligence Officer 

2 
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C~ 
Colonel B.. F ~ lIEIERS' 
1-31 March 1968 

LtCo1 'Ii. WEISE 
1-~ 'March 1968, 

LtCo1 F. E. AI.I.GOUD 
1 .. 25 March 196~ 

Maj D. W. BOFP'D'r 
26 .. 31 Karch 1968 

us.) 00 JIKA (LPB-2) 
1-)1 Karch 1968 

USS CLEVELAND (LPD-1) 
1~1l"Karch lS68 ,:. .: 

OSS.OCMSTOCI (LSP-l) 
1-6 JIUooh ·1968 

USS ALAMO (LSD-J3) 
7-31 Maroh 1968 

USS WlW'ORD en (LSt-l168) 
1-23 March 1968 

USS WASBO C'rY (LSt-U6S) 
24-31 March 1968 

LtCol P. H. SIKPSOI 
1-24 March 1968 

LtCo1 P. R. F.mLDS 
25-31 Karch 1968 

1stLt J. C. Si'iIrH 
1 .. )1 March 1968 

Capt B. J. BCBCHEL'l 
1-31 i'llarch 1968 
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Asst Intelligence Office~/Aer1al Observer Capt J. A. HArCHErr 
1-31 March 1968 
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Operations Officer 

Asst Operations Officer 

!"ire Support Coordinator 

Air Officer 

Logistio Officer 

·Co~oat1on8 Officer 
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LtCo1 J. ImWIN 
1-4 March 1968 

LtCol L. C. WITr 
5-31 March 1968 

&j R. G. LEIDICH 
1-311'1arch 1968 

Haj R. M. BLACK 
1-31 March 1968 

, .-... 
Maj J. M. BARNHARf 
1-31 *rch 1968 

Capt P. J. SAitUELS 
1-26 }larch 1968 

~j l(. r. MACPHIRIIII 
21::'31 .. reh 1968 

Maj w. a. LODiiiOl 
1·-31 March 1968 
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PART n 
NARRATIVE Sm>1t-lILRY 

'. As the month of March began, the majority of: m:r 2/4(-) were 
Opcon tG the Fourth Marines participating in Operation LANCAS'rER II. 
JiI'J/l2 was located at Dong Ha' and W73/12 was located at Camp CarroU. 
Both artillery batteries are Opoon to 3/12. 1st Plat, Co A, 5th AT 
Bn -was' Opcon to the Ninth Marinas p.rtic1pating in Operation 
KENTUCKY. 1st Plat, Co A, 5th Tank Bn was Opoon to BLT 3/1 partic~pat­
ing in operation NAroLEON. HMM.-36'J continued in support of CTG 19.4. 
'The month 01 Harch continued to produce marginal weather conditions 
causing reduction in the amouilt of helicopter support which coUld be 
provided. On 'J March in response to a verbal warning order b~ CG 
Third MarDiv, CTG 19.4 and planning staff conducted liaison with CTG 
19.5 and co's Third and Fourth Marines to Jll:an exchange ot BL1' 2/4 and 
Btl' )/1 AO's. On 4 March BL'I' Z/4 and BLl' 3/1 coDlllenced exchange ot 
forces, Co G, H and. a portion of the Comd Group moved, and excbaDpd 
positions with two companies ot ELT 3/1, the remainder of BLT exchange 
to be completed on 5 March. !'wo companies ofBLT 3/1 were helo-lltted 
by HMM-J63 to Camp Carroll during the initial exChange ot units ancl AO's. 
On 5 March BtT 2/4(.) continued participation in Operation N.~LEONI 
SALINE. n and terminated participation in Operation LANCASl'ER n. BLT 
2/4(-) assigned mission is to clear the north bank of the Cua Viet River 
:to allow safe and uninterrupted passage from the Cua Viet River llOuth to 
Dong Ha, to deny the "Jones Creek" drainage system (a known infiltration 
route) to the enemy and to conduct s'Jarch am destroy operations in the 
assigned AO. On 6 March between 0145H and' O42OH c~es E. and. ,.,' in 
vic of m 306650 and m 280667. respectively, received approximately 
ninety rounds of mortar ani artUlery fire, followed by two s1gnificant 
8{l~ probiis initiated ut1lir.1ng·S/A,:~;·and macbino"g!lDso CoUDte.1"~."­
battery fire was called for and units alorted tor ground attack en­
gaged the enomy with S/ A's resulting in eleven NVA KIA and eleven 
weapons captured. fhis was the tirst sign1ticant contact iD the new AO. 

l'he period from 7 March - 14 March was characterizod by co~ 
size search and destroy missions and sweeps, in the Lam Xuan (east), 
Lam Xuan (west), and Nhi Ha areas to the north and the Vinh Quan Ha, 
Vin Quon 'fhuong areas to the west of the Ms.i Xai Chanh combat operating 
base established by BLr 2/4(-) on the Cua Viet River. Signifies.nt 
contact was made in each of these villages and produced large quantities 
of arms and ammunition. 'rhe 4.2 inch mortar battery W/J/12 moved 
from Camp Carroll to dai hi Chs.nh and re1ioved in plaoe the W/2/12 
battery that -was in direct support of ELF 3/1. BLT 2/4's own tank and 
amphibhn tractor platoons were in direct support of the BLT dur1n& 
this period but remainod under tho Opcon of the First atrac Battalion. 
l'be 1st Plat, Co A, Fifth Antitank Battalion remained under the OP.oon 
of Task Force "Robbie" throughout this month. Hotel Battery (H/'i/12) 
remained UDder the Opcon of the Twelfth Marines during the month. 
During the remainder of this ponod Btr 2/4(-) conduct aggressive pat­
rols and ambushes, maintained strong defensive positions, destroying 
ene~ emplacements and caches and conducted MEDCAP within the AO. 
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PART ITI 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1 MaT 1968 LtCo1 r. H. BURKEt CO, ProvSenBn, 9th MAi, depal"W •. 
J 

LtCol L. C. WITT l'epOrted to em '79.4 for duty as Nlief 
for LtC01 J. mm. 

5 Mar 1968 !.tCol.J • .mWll· de;arted (or. duty vi th 9th JL\B.. 

8 Mar 1968 Capt G. C. LARIItORE. HqCo. 9th MAi, ~tted.. 

11 Mal 1968, laW. J. P. BltIBCBECl,ra.r 26 (Rear), departed" 

14 Ka1" 1968 C'l'G "19 .• 4 and J(aj It. •• BUCl depUted 011 lAD to "",HAI. 

lS Ma· 1968 erG 79.4 and Majlh 1l..8UCI :ret.urned from l'Al). ., 

22 Har 1968 LtCol P ~ R. FIlWlS ~tN to erG 79.4 I.. ,re1iet !c:iir' 
LtCol P. H. SIMPSON. 

24 .... 1968 LtCol P. B. SWSQI deJ)&l'ted for 4alt71d.th ;11 .. 9t,h.ua. 

Maj R. y.. ttACPHFRaQB Hported to erG 79.4 .$"~ ·t­
Capt P. J. ~' .. 

Ltcol G. II. BENSKl». ACotS ~1. 9th lAB Ui:l atLt ,t.. ,. 
CURtIS. Pere()tr. 9tla !L\B aboard tor Uai80ll v:U:lt. 
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SECRET-NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of enclosures (1) through (5) 

From: Commander 
To: Commander, Task Force 7~ 

Subj: Combat After ;~ction Report, Operation FORrR~SS ATrACK/KENTUCKY/ 
L.'.NC I~SrER II /NAPOLEON / SALTIJE 

Encl: (1)' Commander rask Group 79.4, ;;fter :Iotion Report, Operation 
FORTRESS :.TT .,CK/KENfUCKY /LANC AS rER II/NAPOLEON / S,iliINE • 

.1(2) BL'r 2/4,'fter ,'otion .ti.eport, Operation FORrRESS ,~ITACKJ.n~ .• : 
( ) 6 /'-

r':""- .,.J 3 lL'.:j'I-3 1, ,'tfter Action Heport, Operation FORTRESS nrCK. ,+>._r.,J<.~;';' 
.' t J (4) HaM-)6J,'\fter ;.ction Report, Operation FORrRt:SS ;,rr; C.'~/ ' -

t:,NC \S1'ER II/N:,POLEON/Sl'.LINE, II .. :",:" _ /1 /)'"", H 

(5) - Oper~tion Overlay, FORTRESS .::,rr ,CK .~-

1,. Enclosure (1) contains the Commander Task Group 79.4's :U'ter flction 
Report for Operation FORl'RESS ;HrJ.CK/KEl'HUCKY/L'cNCASI'ER II/N:.POLEON/S}'lLINE. 

2. Enclosures (2) thorugh (5) amplify enclosure (1). 

DISffiraurrON: 

rG 79.4 Cmd Chronology 
CG 9th M:.B 
crG 76.4 
COMN.:..VFORV 
crG 79.5 
HHM-J61 
H!>fl'1-J6J 
BLT 2/4 
CG 3d MarDiv 
S&C File Copy 
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CONafS ~~FrER :-.crrO~l REPORT, OPER,:;.'T:rmr_FOhrRES3 :.rrr.CK!KENrUCKY/ 
LhNC .SIER II/N;.POUON/Si.LINE 

Map reference: VII:/1'N:J.·l, 1:50,000, l':.HS Series 17014 Sheets 6442 IV and 
6342 r. 

1. GENZiUL 

a. Operation FORmESS .~rr.~CK was a unilateral amphibious operation 
using helicopters to land the Landing Force. rhe operation included 
support of a follOlv-on in-country operation. FORI'RESS XrrJ.CK W"3.S 

co~~cnced and OPCON passed to the in-country commander on 27 January 1968. 
The operation was conducted in accordance with NWP 22(B). 

b. Operation FORTRESS _~rT:~CK commenced with the landing of BLl' 2/4 
(-) by helicopter at 27090)H Jan 68. Operational control of BLr 2/4(-) 
was pass~d to CG III l'UF at 271500H Jp.n 68. 

c. rho Commander, rask Group 79.4, embarked aboard tRG/SI2 shipping, 
retained oper3tiom.l control of m'1'1-3tl (27 J~n - 10 Feb) and HM11-)6J 
(10 Feb - 14 Mar) ,<ind provided helicopter, mdical, and li:nited logistic 
support for at r 2/4( -) during Op€rstion r'Onfil.ESS i.:r·rbJx/Kiilirrx;ky/ 
'LANCASrER II/NAPOLEON/SALINE. 

d. Operation FCRl'RESS ~'\rr:.CK was terminated by the Commander, U.S. 
Seventh Fleet on 14 Harch 1969. 

e. Operation KENTUC~ was n continuing se~rch and destroy operation 
being conducted by the Ninth Harinos in QU'NG TRl Province north of Cam 
Lo. 8LT 2/4(-) was under the OPCON of tho CO 9th Marines during their 
participation in this operation. BLr 2/4(-) W'3S given tho mission of 
conducting an amphibious search and destroy operation 9.gainst Wi'· forces 
in the amphibious objcctiv0 area in the vicinity of C-2 (YD 135645) in 
QU,Jm Ttll Province and other operations a.s ordered. 

f. Operation k .. 'JC;'Sl'ER II was a continuing search and destroy opcr­
!ition being conducted by the 4th l1arinos in QUI_KG mI Provinoe in the 
vicinity of Camp Carroll. BLr 2/4(-) was undor the OPCON of the CO 4th 
Marines during their partiCipation in this operation. BLr 2/4(-) was 
given the mission of providing the security of Khe Gio Bridge (vic YO 
026562), the bridge vic YO 042566, and Route Nine between the two bridgGs. 

g. Operation Nl.POLEON/S,I1INE w.,s a continuing saarch and destroy 
opcr?tion being conductod by the 3rd Harinos in QUNG rRI Province in 
the vicinity of th,- Cua Viot River. BLT 2/4(.) WaS under the OPCON of 
the CO 3rd £.fa.rines during their participation in this operation. BLI 
2/4( -) was given the mission of securing the northwest bank from Wi. 
interdiction and infiltrntion from vioinity YO 266635 to vicinity YO 
310682. 

a. Operation FORTRESS _~rT .. CK (27 Jan - 14 ['Jar) 
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Task Group 79.4 Colonel 3. F. 11EYEr1S 

BLr 2/4 LtCo1 ~;. WEISE 

m-1l·1-361 (27 Jan - 10 Feb) LtCol D. M. WILSON 

ID'11-363 (11 Fob - 14 i"ia.r) LtCol F. E. !1LLGOOD 

b. Oper~tion KENruCKY (27 Jan - 31 Jan) 

T3Sk Group 79.4 Colonel B. F .. J'1EYERS 

LtCol D. 'iJ. ~SON 

c. Oporation L:J~C',srER II (31 Jan - 4 M~r) 

Task Group 79.4 Colonel B. F. i"IEYERS 

ffiYil:1-361 01 Jan - 10 Feb) LtCol D. ~,~ . itiILSON 

H:m-363 (11 Feb - 4 l'iar) LtCol F. i!,. ;lJ.GQOD 

d. Operation N',POLEON/S:LTI:S (4 i·hr - 14 Mar) 

r~sk Group 79.4 Colonol B. F. NEYERS 

LtCol i. E ... LLGOOD 

3. I!ll'ELLIGSNCE 

f,!. rerrain. The Amphibious Objective Area (.iOA) is located in the 
northern portion of 0ij:NG rRI Provinc~, RVN. ,The specific a.roa is 
bounded on the €'l.st by Jtighway ~l, on the south by the i:'iieu Giang and 
Crun La Idvors, on the WGst by grid line YD 09 :>nd on the north by 5rid 
line YO 71. The priccipal drainqgc media a~ethe Kieu Giang and Cam La 
2ivcrs in the south. Excopt for tho strip of rice cultivation in the 
southe;.lstcrn portion of the ;'.0;', the landscape is characterized by gently 
rolling hills, thcs~ areas ar~ open, s8IJ.sonally inundaj:.0d,fields which 
arc surrounded by dikes, often lined with ht:dgerows. rho central 
portion is covored with donseto open broadleaf evergreen, secondary 
forest and brush~ and somo cultivated dry crops, and grassland. 
Towards tho west, grassland and brush, with some light forest prevail. 
rho most prominent terr!'in feature is Hill 158 at coordinates ID 
114701. 

b. Enemy SitU'ltion. 

(1) Gen0ra1; Int911igGnc~ prior to the oper~tion indicated 
that tho 803rd Rogiment, the 27th Independent ~~ ~ttalion, two 
unidentified units of cOIllpany and battalion SiS0 g,nd the Cam La LF 
Company wero operating in the :~OA. ill of 'those 'ililits have the 
capabili ty of reinforcing onG another. ;~l of th3 above units can baa. 
supported by the Van h.n ,~rtillory Rogim..,nt locatod north of the Ben .. 
Hai River ~nd ths 164th :rtill<.?ry Regiment locatod below the DMZ 
northwest of Con rhien. Combinod strength of theso forces totaled 
gpproximatc1y 3,000. 
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(2) Ordor of Battlo. 

UNI'r 

803rd Rogt (NVA) 
27th Indep Bn ,.'NVA) 
Cam Lo LF CO (LF) 
Unid(mt1£iod Bn 
Unidentified Co 

4. MISSION 

LOCH ION 

YD 1070 
YD 1060 
YD 1:359 
YD 1563 
YD 1566 

• 
SrRENGTH' 

1900 
600 
125 
500 
150 

WEAPONS 

UNKNOWN 
UNKNOWN 
UNKNovJN 
UNKNOi-JN 
UNKNOWN 

• • 

As dirGctcd by COM$EVENTHFLT 2516~z Jan 68 (Initiating Directive), 
the mission assignc'd to C:.rF and. CLF was oommonolng 0/ A 27 Jan 68, con­
Quct a soarch and destroy amphibious opor&tion against VC/NVh forces in 
JllIIphibious Objective i\l"ea vic C .. 2 position (YD 13564.5) in QUANG TRI 
Province and cporations as agre~d upon with CG III l~~F or his designated 
reprosentativc • 

.5. CONWr ,OF opERATIONS 

"j,t' 

~~ 

t\i 
"~,.lf. 

!ni 

a, Commencing at L-Hour on D-Day, selected assault clemonts BLT 2/4 ;-l' 
are helicopter-borne into LZ Ash (.\lternate - LZ Fir) and artillery 
batt9ries into prodesignated positions providod by 12th Marinos. Heavy 
combat support and support equipment to bc surfaoe landed as direoted. 

b 8LT 2/4: starting at L-Hour on D-Day, throe riflo oo'S (Roin) 
and Alta Command Group aro helicopter-borne into LZ Ash. Btry W/3/12 
is holiooptor.borne into poSitions vic ;172723 (A-3 position) •. Bi.;Y'! 
H/J/12 is holicopter-borno into ~ositi;.,ns vic YD 228598 (Dong Ha). One 
Co to r';)main as SLF reserve. Prepare for initial ~mployment in C-2 area 
vic (YO 135645). Tank, antitank. and LVT plats to bo 'surfaco landed on 
order. BLl' comdr will recommend time of oommitment of' SLF reseM"~ upQn • 
completion of landing of assault ol0monts. 

o. lL:1:.'\-I-36l to provido helicopter suppOrt for movom:cnt of BLT 2/4 
and required SLF ALFA oomm e~pment/perS6nnel. Provide obsorvation/fire 
suppression as required from avail helo augmentation. 

d. Hotol Co 2/4 (Rein) liraS dcsignatoci SLF resl:irvo. Prepared for em. 
ployment as ordored, maiiltain Sparrow Hawk ~t, Al:It101;late the.1r ~mmit­

ment 'upon completion of halo lilt of .BLl' 2/ft, irlto LZ.-A~Ir •. 

6. EXECurION 

a. FORTRESS ATTAQK. 

(1) Operation FORrP..ESS ATTA.CK was exeouted in ICcordance with 
CTG. 79.4 Op~ration Order No. 1 (D'rG 261350Z Jan 68) and erG 79.4 Of' PLAN 
120.(YR) supplemented by CTG 79.4 frag orders for operations in the 
amphibious objective area. 
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SECaET-NOFORe • (2) rho Initiating Direotive was issued by COMSEVENrFLT prior 
to a specifio objoctive boing ass1gn:~d 1n ordQr to allow the ARG/SLF to 
assume & quick ro&O'1on posture. 

(;) At 24-1540Z Jan 68 CA.rF and CLF rocdved a requost for a 
proposod amphibious lafld1ng of SIJ' Aui u.n1ts at .. C-2 area. 

(4) CArF, inooordination withCLF, promulgated a proposod ADA 
tor tho operation (\t, 260826Z Jan 68. 

(5 ) At 26082611 Jan 68 t CAl'F, in coordination TNi th CLF , submit tc:d 
tho concopt ot operations and requested an in-country comm~ndor be des-
19natod to oontrol all supporting arms in tho l\Ol~. 

(6) I\t 2611082; Jan 68 concurrenco was receivod from COMSEVENrH­
FLT on tho proposod amphibious operation. 

(7) rho first holicoptor wavo doparted tho USS IWO JIMA at 0900H 
and touohod down in the landing zone at 270926H. 

(8) Btr 2/4(~) was ohopped to CG III MAF .at 211500H Jan 68, 
and ra 76.4/19.4 romainod in support ot operations ashore, 

b. KENl'UCKY. During this in-oountry operation, rG 79.4 providod 
helicopter, modical, and limited logistic support for Bt! 2/4(-). 

c. ItlNC}.SIER II. (Same as KElHUCKY). 

d. tU.POLEON!S.\LINJ. (Samo as KENTOCIa). 

1. RESULTS. SAO enclosuros (2) through (4). 

8. COMtlJ!NDER'S :JJ:I.LYSIS. rhis analysis 1s liln1tod to matters at tho 
'ro 79.4 lovol. Tho BtT and lOO'i Commandcrst analyses a.ro includod in 
their reports, onolosures (2) through (4). . 

a. Planning" 

(1) On 22 January 1968 CG. III W' held an 1nt~ll1genoe briefing 
at his CP tt>r crG 79.4 a.nd Cl'F 76.4 representatives. No tirm ooncept 
omorged, but ~ho possiblitios woro discus sod. 

(2) SLF!~G planners continuod to visit Third MarDiv on a daily 
basis to k ep ,.'.)reast of 'the changing taot:ioal situatlon. 

(;) On 25 Jan 1968 erG 79.4 and repr0sentat1vos ot CTF 76.4 
m.de liaison visits to Thiro Marine Divi$ion, 1st Marino Rogimont. and 
9th Marino Rogim0nt to coordinate planning .for s pr9posod oporation in' • 
tho C-2 area to commonco on thp 27th of January 1968. Planners returned 
to Third Marino Division OP tho following day and tho planning for 
Operation FORTRE:iS !~TTACK eOIlJIllonoed. 

(4) Tho planning continued through the issuanco of the final 
ordor on 2E January 1968. During tho planning phaso the following stop~ 
woro accomplished: 4 ENCLOSURE (1) 

SECRET-NOFORN 

DECLASSIFIED 

.. ';' 

"'I'::". r;:';' 
> .. 

'~cVr 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

- . 
SECRET-NOFO~ ~ 

(a) Intolligonce was obtained !rom current LNrSUMS t area 
studies, aod by liaison with in-country ~~its. Maps were issued by 
crG 79.4. No interprotor or interrogator/translator support W2S availalbe •. 

(b) Radio frequencies were obtained on a tentative basis but -the 
Communication Operating Instruction (COl) was net published prior to the 
operation. 

(c) :,rangGments were made for augmented helicopter support in 
tho form of armod UH-lE's for helo escort and eH-53's and CH-46's for 
heavy lift requirements. 

(d) Due to rapid reaction roquirements no prior logistics liai­
son was conducted. cm 79.4 OPlan l20j~-(YR) provided immediate logistic 
instructions for usc during the operation~ :;n LSI, wa's established with­
in the Dong Ha Combat Base and that all resupply support would originate 
from-there. -

(e) j',rrangElmonts were made with the Ninth M'irinos to assume 
rosponsibility for Fire Support Coordination. This was to bo coordinated 
by tho Third Marine Di. vision. 

(f) The ;:.0--, was discussed, agreed upon, and command relation­
ships were finalizod. 

(g) Establishment of a SLF liaison tuam with tht) ifin-country88 
commandor who would exorcise OPCON of 5Lr 2/4 was discussed and finalized. 

b. Command Relationships. 

(I) Opcr"tion FORTRE;S :l.Tr:',CK was a unilateral amphibious opel' .. 
ation with cOIlUlland relationships in accordanco with N·'oI' 22(B). Respon­
sibility for control and coordination of supporting arms was passod to 
an in-country commandor during the ship-to-shoro movemont. eLF reportod 
the Landing Foree) firmly cstablishd ashoro on 27l500H January. OPCON 
of ELr 2/4(-) was chopped to an in~country commandor during tho operation. 

(2) -,',t 271500H crG 79.4 chopped OPCON of BLT 2/4(-) to CG III W.F 
(erG 76.4 270?)6Z -Jan -68). CG IIIl·1:\F simultanoously passod OPCON of 
BLr 2/4(-) to CG Jrd l'1arDiv (eG III M,\F 280224Z' Jan 68) and CG.3d MarDiv 
chopped OPCON of 3LT 2/4(-) to the CO 9th l1arincs. OPCON of JMI!-36l 
romainod undor erG 79.4 dUl'ing f'!,eration FORTRSS3 ;.\:rr:!CK/trENruCKYj 
Li.NCI.STEn II/!LPOLEON/S:.LTI-JE. Oporation FORI'RES; :.TL.CK W."lS t8rninated 
14 _ ;arch 19r~ (cc SEVENI'm!' 121306z lipr 68). 

c. EneMY Contact. Thoro 'WiS no significant contact during the 
amphibious landing of BLT 2/4(-) into tho C-2 aroa. HHM-36l helicopters 
reported throe fire incidonts during the afternoon resupply but no 
aircraft damage rosulted. 

d. Supporting Arms. 

(1) Two UH-lE (armed) h.:;licoptcl's provided approach rand retire-
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ment lnns escort during tho trooplift. No other supporting arms were 
planned for or uS0d during tho ship-to-shoro movement. 

(2) Third Marine Division provided coordination for fire support 
in AOA and approach and retirement lanes. 

c. Logistics. 

(1) Planning. 

a. Prior to tho commcncem·Jnt of Operation FOR1'RESS ArrACK, 
liaison was established with the Jrd MarDiv to coordinate logistic 
requiremonts. 

b. It was dotermined that the Jrd MarDiv (9th M.\R) would 
immediately assume oporational control of the BLT upon arrival in-country. 
In-country supply sources would be availablE! from FLSG BRAVO. rhe BLT LSi.. 
would be established in Dong Ha. 

c. BLr 2/4 operations stocks afloat would be made available 
as required. 

(2) Etooution. 

a. ro provide for the necessary coordination of supply 
support, the BLT Shore Party ream was initially positioned at the Dong Ha~ 
LS];. on D-Day. .. 

b. During this operation (27 Jan - 14 Mar 1968) the BLT 
was under operational control of a number of Marine Regiments and oper­
ated from Camp Carroll northeast of Dong Ha and from th& Cua Viet River 
region. rhe ELT LS1. was relocated from Dong Ha to the 1st AMl'RAC BN 
area ~t the mouth of the Cua Viet River ~men the BLr finally shifted its 
operation to that area. A Shore Party Liaison Team remained in the Dong 
Ha area to facilitate the transfer of supplies from FLSG BR,WO to the new 
LSA site and/or direct to the BLr position. 

c. No insurmountable problems in re-supply were encountered. 
LFORM Class III, IV and V supplies were made available when critical 
noeds existed. 

d. The USS :rwo JD1A was d4isigns.ted the Primary Casualty 
Receiving Ship (PCRS). Casualty liaison repr8sentatives from the BLT 
were positioned at Co D, Jrd MED BN, Pong Ha. Due to the distance 
involved in evacuating casualties directly to the PCRS when the BLT movtd 
to the Camp Carroll area, the 3d dedical ED facility WaS primarily 
utUized. 

e. In-country maintenance facilities were available at FLSG 
BRAVO, however, both combat dam~ge and required Jrd/4th echelon mainten­
ance precipitated seaward evacuation, by J\RG shipping to FLC, Da Nang, 
of one (1) M48A3 tank and two (2) LVTPS's. Numerous portable items wore & 
evacuated to FLG Da Nang where repair could not be accomplished at FLSG .., 
BR.WO. 
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- . • f. Casualty Reporting. Casualty reporting was conducted in accordance 
with current directives. fhe 9th M;',B CRCC .. ALFJ.. was located aboard the 
U3S r~ JIMA (LPH.2) t -which was designated the Primary Casualty Receiving 
Ship. BLT 2/~ and fG 79.~ casualty representatives were positioned at 
CO "D", 3rd Medical Bn, Ik>ng Ha, RVN to collect and pass casualty infor­
Mation concerning Special Landing Force ALFA personnel on to the 9th MAE 
CRCC-ALJi't.. 

Casualt~Recae1tlilation. 

27 Jan .. 1~ Mar 68 FOR'lUM ATT.lCK/L;rlTOCKY/WCAStER n/WOLEON/S11.LDm 

a. Friendly 

KIA 0 2 10 11 

WIh o j, 21 50 6.4 

WI.;NE 0 7 ~8 11 

NON-HOSTILE 0 10 '3 98 

TOTAL 0 40 1)1 186 

b. Enemy· 

KIA 0 0 41 104 

DET 0 0 4 J 

g. Civic Action. No civic action program was conducted due to the 
area of operation and the operational commitments. 

h. !§Q. A photographer and jJurnalist were sent ashore with BLr 2/4 
to provide informational services coverage. 

i. Communications. Communications were established IJM crG 79.4 OP 
Plan 120:67 and with tho COPs issued separ,atelY. A message center was 
maintained afloat in conjunction with the U3S rwo JIMA Naval Communication 
Center with el'G 79.4 assuming communications guard for BLf 2/4 and HMM-J6lj 
J6J. The following nets wero entered or established during Operation 
FORTRESS '\TT:~CK. 

(lJ .III m' Qad t2 'q/i\A'lrl 
crG 79.4 enhrad this net (ORESI'ES-60 flFM) and maintained dir­

ect communications with III MAF, 3d HarDiv and erG 79.5. 

"'All enemy ca.sualties were repo!"tad to Ninth Marines, (KENTUCKY) Fourth 
.Marines (LANCASTER II).or Third Marines (NAPOLEoN/SALINE) 
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CTG 79.4 ente~d this net maintaining covered (NESTOR) 
cOIlUllUnications with 3d Ml3.rDiv, 3d !Jlarines, 4th Marines, 9th Ma.rines and 
CTG 79.5. 

(3) SLF TAC n (VHF) 

CTG 79.4 established this net with SLF ~LFA liaison 
personnel in the field. Stations Qn this net were located at Dong Ha 
(3d MarDiv/9th Mar and Delta Med)~ Camp Carroll and with BLT 2/4 (at 
Camp Carroll/Cua Viet). ~n MRC-IlO with Ky-8 equipment was initially 
positioned in the 3d MarDiv/9th Marines area while :~/PRC-25's were 
utilized at tho other positions. rhe MRC-IIO was latur positioned at the 
3d Marines CP and finaTIi in the 'BLT 2/4 epio better' satisfy- the ._ 
eXisting oommunioations requirements. This net Wa~ used for situation, 
spot, casualty and administrative reporting as well as for Med-evac 
requests. 

(4)' SLF TAC Jf.2 (HF) 

Long range communications were needed frequently when the 
USS TIl> JIM;. moved to the Danang area to act a s a Helo Haven, and also 
during certain Unrep conditions. An ,IN/MRC-83 (prov;ded by BLr 2/4) was 
positioned with the AN/MRC-IIO at Dong p~ and later with BLT 2/4 on the 
Cua Viet to provide HF communications between the ship and the in-coun­
try units. 'This net proved to be invaluable for backup to the VHF net. .... 
particularly so when both radios in the MRC-110 went out at the BLT 2/4'" 
position. 

outstanding oooperation was provided by 3d MarDiv, JQ Marines, 4th 
Marines, 9th Marine sand CrG 79.5 in relaying traffic to a l'l<Lfrom BLf 
2/4 when the'SLF could not contact the BLT over internal nets. Direct 
coordination was effected by the SLF Communication .Offic~r with the 
Communication Officers of these units; -the willingness of all units to 
give every possible -assi'stance was outstanding. 

a. Difficulties in maintaining communications were minimal but 
persistent. The usual VHF frequency interference was a w)mstant prob­
lem, however, by trial and re-trial it was possible to come up with. ' 
fairly eonsistent and reliable frequencies for both daytime and night­
time operations. Distances. in excess of 20 miles between the ship and 
the land station make VHF communi~ations uncertain and unreliable. 
KY-8 op€ration at this distance is inipossible unless the signal is 
excessively strong. 

b. This Headquarters was without the effective editions of the KAC­
PX Operations Code during the period 11-12 March 68 due to the BL! dis­
placing ashore and not issuing the SLF its copies prior to displacing. 
This problem was purely an oversight on the part of the BLT and will be 
closely watchei on future BLl' displacements from the ship. In the near_ 
fut'\U'o III MAF will issue all c.odes ~nd keylists direct to the SLF vice 
9th MAE and 3d HarDiv (via the BLT) which will preclude this same prob­
lem from happening again. 
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PART I 
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. DESIGNATION 
Task Group 79.4 

BLT 2/4 
1-)0 April 1968 

HMM-363 
1-14 Aprll 1968 

HMM-362 
15-30 April 1968 

NONE 

2. IQCATION 
1·30 April 1968 

3. srAfF OFFICHRS 
~XECUTIVE OFFICER 

ADJUT1JiT/S-l 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

ArrACHED UNITS. 

INTE1LIGENCE OFfICER 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

ftPf. MEYm8 
1-10 April 1968 

LtCo1 P. R. FIELDS 
11-)0 Aprll 1968 

LtCo1 W. WEISE 
1-30 April 1968 

Maj D. W. ,HOFFERT 
1...\4 AprU 1968 

Maj W. H. SRAum, JR. 
15-30 Aprll 1968 . 

USB 00 JIMA (LPH-2) 
1-30 April 1968 

USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 
1-30 April 1968 

USS ALAHO (LSD-33) 
1-30 April 1968 

USS WASHOE CTl (LST-1l65) 
1-3 April 1968 

USS WESTCHESrER CTI : 
(LSl'-1167) 4-30 AprU 19~' 

LtCol P. R. FIELDS 
1-10 April 1968 

LtCol L. C. WItT 
11-30 April 1968 

1etL t J. C. SMl'rH 
1-)0 April 1968 

Capt B. J. BORCHELT 
1-30 April 1968 
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ASST INTELLIGENCE OFFI~I 
AERIAL OBSERVER 

OPERATIONS·, OFFICER 

AS3r OP.ER:· TIONS OFFICEa 

FIRE SUfFORT COORDnu~'roR 

hIR OFFICER 

LOGISTICS 9FFICER 
.;.' 

. CX>.lvlI.11JNIC .• nONS OFFICER 

4. AVERAGE MONfHLY Sl'RENGl'H 

Hq, TaSk Group 79.4 

BL'T 2/4 

HHM-)63 

HlIofM-362 . 

.. 

2 
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Capt J. A. Hl.TCHErr 
1-JO April 1968 

LtCol L. C. WITT 
~-JO April. l.968 

MAJ R. G. LE:IDICH 
1-)0 April 1968 

Maj R. M. BLACK 
1-30 AprU 1968 

Maj J. M. BARNHART 
1-JO A-pri11968 

Maj R. f. MACPHERSON 
1-JO April 1968 

Maj, W. B. LUDWICK 
1-30 AprU 1968 

0';' USMC EN!. OFF USN ENL - - --
10 34 

55 1446-

41 lSl 

48 203 

o 0 

'7 88 

1 J 
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PAR'r n 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

During April BLT 2/4 continued its partioipation in Operation 
NAPOLEON/SALINE under the OPCON dt the 1'h1rdMarinea. BLT 2/4(-) 
assigned mission continued to b, to keep the north bank of the Cua 
Viet River olear to allow the safe flaw of naval logistic traffic. 
Ful"ther, it il to dent the ,liJones Creek" drainage system (a known 
infiltration route) to the enemy and: t"d conduct searoh and. destroy 
operations in the aSligned AO. 

As the zollthprogressed, the mission of paOification gre. in 
importance as thousands of Vietnamese Nationals moved baok into 
the AO. .M.tWCAPS were conducted and three Popular Forces platoons 
tra,ined with the BL'f in general military subjectl and small' unit 
tactics. 

H/3/12 was located. at Dong Ha and was OPCON to the 12th Marines. 
W/)/12 was looated at the BLr CP at Mai Xa Chanh and was OPCON to 3/'2.. 
jisl ap,. lit Platoon, Co A, 5th AT En remained under the OPCON ot 
rask Force Robbie. lit Platoon, Co A. 5th rank an was OPCON to BLl 
2/4. 4th Platoon, Co B, 1st lUlltrao Bn remained OPCON ~to Jd Amtrao Bn. 

The first two day. of April, the m.f was assigned a.part ot 
Operation TASK FORCE KILO, an operation that swept to the southern 
boundary of the 00. A night attack that involved the maneuver 
elements ot the batta110n on 27-28 April was a highlight ot the month; 
this operation was nioknamed NIGH'l'OWL. ' 

Generally, oontaot was light during the month until 30 April. , 
After a three day battle (30 April - 2 May) in a v1llage complex just 
outside the southwestern comer ot the ,\0, it was realized that the 

"' enemy had been fortity1ng this complex tor a long period. 
HML"1-:363 and HL·li,\l-362 exchanged locations between the USS 00 JIKA 

and Phu Bai Air Facility on 15 April. Poor flying conditions prevailed 
through the tirst half ot the month. The embarked UH .. )4D squadron 
continued to support BLr 2/4 by making admin, lo~1st1c, Uaison, and 
medevac nights in .upport ot Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE. Additionally, 
limited belo augmentation was provided to in-oolUJtl"J co~nders : 
tllrQughout t.he· mOnth. ' 
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PAR'l ~lII 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICAN'r £VEN1'S 

2 Aprlll968 Col J. A. CONWAY. ACo! S G-J, 9th MAB departed 

11 April 1968 Col ti. F. MEIERS departed tor duty as CO, 26th 
Marines; LtCol P. R. FIeLDS assumed duty as Cl'G 
79.4, auth 9th MAS msg 110035Z April 1968. 

22 April 1968 LtCol P. H. SD1PSON, l~CO!S G-l, -9th MAB aboard 
for liaison visit 

23 April 1968 LtCol P. fie SII1PSON, ACa!S, G-l, 9th MAE departed 

Col J •. A. EfHEii.IDGE, Co:fS, 9th MiJ3 acoard' :for 
liaison visit 

24 April 1968 Col J .A. ETH..li.IDGE, Cots, 9th M.t\B departed 

29 ."pril 1968 Capt.ti. ill. HIGGINS, Adj, 9th Ml'.B aboard for 
liaison visit 

30 April 1968 Capt H. 11. HIGGINS, Adj, 9th MAB departed 
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TAB A 
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PART IV 

CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORrING DOCUMENTS 

_, CG 3d MarDiv 090152Z Apr 68 
.;, HMM-36:3 150824Z Apr 68 
~ HMM-J62 160355Z Apr 68 

BLr 2/4 COMMAND CHRONOIDGY 1-30 April 1968 

HHM-36) COMMiillD CHRONOLOGY 1-14 April 1968 

HMM-362 COMML~D CHRONOLOGY 15-)0 April 1968 

.-
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'fo: Cc:mnanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade 

Subj : Cc:mnand Chronology for period 1 to 31 Hay 1968 

Ref: (a> HCO 5750.2 
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and (e). 
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SEC~1ET-lmFCRN e e 
PART I 

" 
/ A"--,,J 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. DF.sIGN.<lTION COl·fMAN.DER 
Task Group 79.4 LtCol P. R. FIEIm 

1-2 May 1968 
• -

Col A. I. THOOS 
3-31 May 1966 

SUBORDmATE UNl'l'S 

13LT 2/4 
1-31 Ma..., 1968 LtCol w. '~1SE 

1-2 May 1968 

Maj C. U. KnAPP 
3-4 !1ay 1968 

Ltcol L. A. RANB 
5-31 l>fay 1968 

HMM )62 Maj l~. H. SHAUER JR. 
1-31 May 1968 1-31 May 1968 

ATTACHED UNITS ,. 

cO NONE 

2. LOCl.TIW 
1-31 May 1968 If)S n·/O JIMA (LPH-2) 

1-22 May 1968 

USS PRINCETCN (LPH-S) 
23-31 May 1968 

USB CLEVElAND (LPD-7) 
1-24 Mq 1968 

USB DUBUQUE (LPD-8) 
25-31 May 1968 

uss AI1J~O (lSD-33) 
1-27 May- 1968 

uss pom DEFlttNCE (ISD-31) 
28-31 May 1968 

USB hFl3TCHESTEft C'l'Y 
(IST-1l67) 1-31 M.,- 1968 

3. STAFF OFncEaS 
EtErnITM <FFlCER *,Co1 L. C. ~QTT 

lA-2 May 1968 

LtC01 P. R. FIE~ 

" 
,-,1 May 1968 

~~-
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~ECdET-UOFOrlN e 
jJ)JUTANT/S-1 

INTELLIGENCE OFFICER 

DECLASSIFIED 

1\SST INTEU,IGENCE OFFICER/AEliUL OBSERVER 

OPERATIONS :)F~ICT.:R 

ASST OPERATIONS OFFICER 

FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATOR 

Am OFFICER 

LOGISTICS OFFICER 

Car.1hUNICATIONS OFFICER 

4. AVIi2MlE MONTHLY STRlUfGTH 

Rq, Task Group 79.4 

BLT 2/h 

H'1M )62 

DECLASSIFIED 

lstLt J. C. S:'ilTR 
1-31 May 1968 

Capt B. J. BORCHELT 
1-31 May 1968 

Capt J. A. HATCHETT 
1-28 May 1968 

LtCo1 L. C. WTTT 
1-31 May 1968 

Maj R. G. LEIDlCR 
1-31 May 1968 

J.faj R. M. BLACK 
1-11 Iiay 1968 

Maj G. P. HURPHY 
27-31 May 1968 

Maj J. M. BJ.HNHAR1' 
1-31 May 1968 

Maj R. T. MACPHEBSON 
1-31 May 1968 

Maj W. B. LUmaCK 
1-31 May 1968 

10 .38 0 

63 1682 7 

45 230 1 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUHMARY 

Special Landing Force ALFA participated in Operation Fortress Attack 
n/Napoleon/Saline from 1 Uay to 19000lH May'. The remainder of the month 
was spent enroute to Subia Bay, R. P. where an exchange of Amphibious 
Ready Group sh1Wing took place. On 31 liay, Special Lending Force ALFA 
embarked in ABO 8hipping at Subic Bay for return to the coastal vaters of 
RV1~. 

On 3 May' Colonel A. 1. THOMAS relieved LtCol Paul R. FIEIDS as 
";ommander of Special Landing Force ALFA. 

During May, BLT 2/4 continued participation in Operation Napoleon! 
Saline under the OPCON of Third Marine8. Its miasion continued to be 
that of keeping the Cua Viet River open to log1atics traffic. 

The first two daya of the month found the entire BLT camnitted in 
a fierce battle that commenced 30 April outside the southwestern corner 
of the BLT AO in the village of Dai Do. On 2 Ma,y, the NVA launched tvo 
8eparate counteratt.ek8 that seriously threatened the BLT positions in 
Dai Do. Use of artillery, naval gunfire, cl08e air atrikes, and gun 
ahips enabled the BLT to push the NVA out of Dai Do and reopen the Cua 
Viet River by 3 May. 

During the critical atages of the battle on 2 ~, a SpaPPow Hawk 
platoon was formed from BU personnel afloat and SLF personnel who aug­
mented the BLT forces at the CP and the maneuver companies. 

The CO of BL"" 2/4 (LtCol William WEISE) was wounded en 2 May ana 
the BLT Sergeant Major (SgtMaj John MAINAR) was KJA en that same dq. On 
16 May the BLT CP, fol'll18rly known as Mai. Ia Chanh, .. was renamed CaqJ Big 
John in honor of Sp,tMaj MAINAR. 

Total NVA KIA during the battle of Dai Do vas 537J ,P<M were cap­
tured. 

tlith the heavy casualties BUffered by the BLT during this action and 
replacements arriving daily, the BLT AO was cut to approximately two grid 
squares during a reorganization and training period. 

Significant contact occurred on 25 Mq at Nhi Ha 2 (ID 284714) With 
what was later discovered to be an NVA battalion. Artiller,y and air strikes 
were employed extensively in thia 12 hour battle. The action resulted 
in 241 IVA KIA and 5 PCM captured. 

BLT 2/4 inflicted the following casualties on the NVA during Hay: 
KIA 751, 7 POW, 8 detaineea. 

lH-i-362 continued participation 1n Operation Fortreas Attack nl 
Napoleon/Saline in support of BLT 214. HMM-362 offioaded fran the USS 
1wo Jima on 18 May' to Phu Bai and were chopped to the First Marine Air 
1.dng. An average of six aircraft were pronded to tho First l".larlne ~\ir Wing 
claily for augmentation purp08es beginning 9 May. 
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21 May 1968 

~9 !1ay 1968 
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PART III 

SEQtTF.NTIAL r !STING OF srmn:p-rCANT EVFl~TS 

Col A. I. ~'HCJfAS relieved LtCol P. R. FIELnS as CTG 79.4. 

Col J. A. ETHE.uDGE, CofS, 9th tiAB and Col M. U. SCHMIDT, 
ACof'S G-4 aboard for liaison v1Jsit. 

Col J. A. ETHERIDGE, Cots, 9th MAB am Col M. ll. SCHMIIYr, 
ACorS G-4 departed. 
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PART IV 

CHROITOLOOY OF SUPPOm'nIG DOCUMENTS 

.i-J{'CTG 19.h If>G 021018z MAY68 

~CTG 19.h }oBG 0313J6Z MAY68 

~~CTG 16.4 MSG 1610067 MAY68 

'0 COOEVENTHFLT lEG 161S20Z MAY68 

Bur 2/4 CCHI'WID CHRONOLOGY 1-31 MAY 1968;r> J .sf' 
~(' 

" m~1-362 C<J.1MAND CHRonoLOGY 1-31 MAY 196&' 

CTG 79.4 AFTER ACTIOO REPmT J OPERATION 
FCRTRESS ATTACK II/NAPOLECIl/SALm 
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B. CIJt1SEVENTHli"'m l00512Z MAY 68 (NCll'AL) 
o. 00 III MAr lOO706Z MAY 68 (KorAL) 
D. CG1SEVENTHFTJl' 112.342Z MAY 68 (NarAL) 
1. REF A rnOPOSED .. l.1iG/S:t.F SIffiD 1 MAY - 29 JUL AND 'WAS CONCURRED 
IN BY FEF B. REF C PROPOOZD A MODIFICATIOI TO REF A BY CFF ... 
UllDING mm ... J62 D!-COUNrRY ON 19 It''..Y AND \iAS CONCURRED IN REF D • 
.RBF D FURTHER REPORTED IiRG AlE .. \ FLANNED DEPART 19 MaY VICE 21 
lilY AND ~tlES'l'ED OG III 111F C01'lCURRENCE. 
20 THE FOLLOWING FACTORS, RE1!1VANT TO OF FOfrl'RJlSS ATTACK II, .AU 
Pml'INENT : ",. ~J 

A.. BLT 2/4 (REAR) WILL BE SHIFTlID ASHORE 17 RPl' 11 MAY. 
a. LOGISTIO SUPFoor OF Btl' 2/4 WIlL 'l'F.mmtATE 18 RPl' 18 M.tY. 
c. HIm..J62 \'IJ..L CHOP TO co FDlST !i!'W l.81800H8 l-il\Y. 
D. Bt:l' 2/4 MEDEV!C ~>PCNSIEILITY WIlL Stn:FT '1'0 CO THIIiD 

lWlDIV I'llBOOB?' MAY. ' 
3. D VlElI OF Fmmonm AND SUBJECIf CONCUR..JUm'CE CG In ~tA1, m 
UIlMIHATJ OP J'(ItX.MSS ATTACrL II AT 19000lHl HAY 68. 

ftOl rooa RU'IiSAK 0';0 SEC R E '1 
k. lIIDl'y...sIX HOOR REACTION TO OPEPATIONS IN I (''TZ WILL BE CONTDmED 
TBIUIJOHOUT SUBIC UPKEEP PGIOD AS ~T.wLISHED IN REF A. 'l'jSI GROUP 
16.k UNrl'S TO DEPART I OTZ FOR ENR/UPKP SUBIC 19 YlAY ... 1 JON 68. s. em 790b CONCURS. 
OPo-b (0) 1 JUN 60 
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HEr,!) QUAl!l'NttS 
Task Group 79.h 

FPO San Fr81 cisco 96602 
,3/RGI./der 
SE.t1: 003Al5868 
6 June 1966 

SEClt-r,:T-NCJTi'ORN • Unclassified upon removal of enclosures (1) throui h (,3) 

li'ror ~ Commander 
To: Canmander t TaBle Force 79 

Subj : Combat After Action aeport, Operat ion FO.'tTRES3 ATTIC Ie II/NAPOIE (:Jill 
SALM 

Encl: (1) r Commander Task Group 19.4 After Action l1eport, Operation 
"P'O'-l'l'RES3 AT1'ACj~ II/NAPOLl);ON/SALINE 

,,r-(2)~ Hl·C-,36,3 After Action ,{eport, Operatjon FORI'RESS ATTACK III 
.' ;.- ,.. .. {T HAPOLEON/SALmE 

J.
1t 

(3),; H;}:l-)62 After Action ll.eport, Opera ion FJltTaESJ .A.T'l'J.c i~ II/ 
N.iLuarEOO /SALINE 

1. Enclosure (1) contains the Commander, Task Group 79.4's After Actiqn 
Report for ~eration FOftTHESS ATT''C~-: n/NAPOLEON/SALINE. 

2. Enclosures (2) and (3) amplify enclosure (1). 

DISTRIBUTI<JJ: 

TG 79.4 Cmd Chronology 
f!O 9th M~B 
C"'~ 76.4 
canNAVFORV 
em 79.5 
tr1!-36; 
m~{-362 
co 3d MarD1v 
s&~FileCOT'Y 

/Jr;i~j~-lr ~~ 
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GClfBAT ft;:-T~CTrCll :(F.PMT, OJERATJ.JtI ~mT~TTJCK n/NAPOLE<Jl/SALINE 

Hap ,:ieference: VnTNM-l, 1:50,000, AMS Series L70lh Sheet -64h2 IV 

1. GENEaAL , '8, , , ' . , 

a. Operation FORTiti!:SS A'i'rAC~~ n commenced at . 0800 'MIarob 68 
\lpon retvrn of At1G/SLF fll'/i. fran upkeep/rehab at Sul) . , ft. P. 
An ~hibious landing was not cCIlducted t-o 'CC)Dlence tbis Operation. 

b. BI,T 2/L ( -) continueci to be chopped upcru to .Th1rdMarines 
and participated in Operat. ion l~I UI.ECll/SAI.INE tbrQUtbOllt the period 
covered by Operation FOlTR1l58 AT'I'ACl: II. 

, . 
c. (;amaander, Task Group 79.4, e.,..ked aboard AW/SLF sbippiDt" 

retUned operational control of ~1-363 (27Mar ... 1S' Apr) and 1JMK..362 
(1, Apr ... 18 t-'.By) and provided he11copter, Mdical, and l1m1ted 
lo(,1st1c 8Upport for BLT 214( ... ) dlIr1Dg ~r.at1on ~ mACK~ 
N.4POl ~VSAI.JNE. 

d. ~ratiQn NAPOL ~(}VSAIJNE was a contirJu1.ng search and destroy 
operation beinp cQ"Jducted by the 3rd Marines in QlIAlfG 'I'm: Province in 
the Yicinity of the Cua Viet .li.v~r. m·T 2/M-) _sunder the O~W 
of the CO 3rd Marines while participating in this operation. BL'f 2/b(.) 
was r-1 ven the mission of securinp the northwest bank of the Cua Viet 
'tlver from Il1TA 1nterdiction and intiltration from vicinity YD 2666)S 
to YO 318690 and deny 8nell)r use 01' rocket, Bites in 11.0. 

2. T,'S::: O',(G.\.f.;IlATION 

Operat ion FOilTR~S AT'rfCK II/NA~OL~OO/SALINE (27 March .. 18 May) 

Task Group 79.1., 

I*-363 (27 Mar - 15 Apr ) 

HMH-362 (15 Apr - 13 May) 

3. :rNTELLIGI!}l'CE 

Colonel B. F. n,g;.;;::u 
27 Mar - 11 Apr 

LtCol P. it. FIELJ:E 
11 Apr - 3 May 

Colone-1 A. ,I. THa~ 
3 MaY - 18 MaT 

Ha,j D. ~l. IKPFER'l' ' 

Maj IT. H. SHAuER 

. a. Terrain. '!'he BLT Area ot~t1on (AO) was l~~t8d in the 
northeailtem pOrtion of QUAim'TftI PrOYinee" RVN,'l'he" apec.s.t~C area 
is ~ed on' the east by a line drawn apprax1Jaatal)r par8l.lel to the 
coast of the Oulf of Talkin about 2000 metera 1nlllld fl'Qn that coast. 
on the west by rr1d Une YD 26 and 01) t.he nortb bT 'the sout.hem line 
ot the Demillt&rt,.ed Zone. The landscape throughout the AO is 
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characterirede rollinr Raid dunes intersper.witb areas r4 
rice cultivation around the vUlages'1n' 'the area. The area 18 
p~il.y open with litne ('over oreoneealment.bat little 
concealmen..t that is offered is ?rovided ;)y heclgercNa in the rice 
proving area and small iJUshyareas along t.M Cua Viet River Mel 
.Jones Creek, a small stream runnini; north and sout.h from the CUa 
.Viet River to the Den Hai lilver, thrOl1; h the v1ll&i es of Lam l'Uan 
(Ea:s~ ~d West) and Nbi lJa. The most prcmdnent ten-ain featuN 
i8 Hill 23 at coordinates YO 279719. 

b. Enesr Situation. 

(1) General. Intelligence prior to the operation in­
dicated that the 270th Ind .t\eL t.~ the 5th and 6th Battalions of 
the S2d .ae~t. ~ 320th Inf. Divi.aion, the 3rd Battal.1on~ 27th Ind. 
ftegt. ~ and the K400 Local Force Company were operating in the AO • 

. All ot these units had the capability of supporting each other 
and reinforcing each ot~r and all <,1 these units were suppcrted 
by the V'an .~ Artillery .aegiMnt located north of the i3en Ha1 
.:d.ver thrOllfh the eastern partion of the Dfot-:. The K400 IF 
Co1!p.P7's primary mission in this area was to act as guide8 aDd 
intelligence patherers for the ref.ull-r WA 1JDits sent to operate 
there. One ot the enenw's major 1nt.Utratlon routes trOJD the DMZ 
south t.o the city of Quane 'I'rl ran throUfh the lId.a::.le of the AO 
closely tollowinr the trace of Jones Creek. The ccrnbined straath 
of theae to~ce,8 was approrlmatel1·2.1oS·· perIJOIUlel.·> 

, . d 

'{2} ~erof ~attle. 
----.-....----~..;. 

Ul1ri . 
2'7OthInd. tl.eft. (NV/ .. ) 
)th J~n _ S2cf 'tert. )20:iv. 
6th Bn. S2d iter.t. 320 Div-. 
)rd ·in 27tb. Ind. ..uet. 
rc~loo JJ!. Co. 

IOCAT~\!l 
fj 2$67) 
Y1 2h71 
lD 3<YH 
Y1) 2670 
Tn 2273 

sr:-mrM'H nO 
545 
510 
3$0 
60 

(l) oeratiOBt~ Eftect on 1n8I!Y. Durinr the month ot 
l.prU the ene~ deployed the 320th IDfant17 : liVi.sion composed·of 
the 48th, >2nd, and 64th ile,1ments iJ1t.o the .AO ar 1n "lose 
prax:1.ln1ty to the AO. The missicm of these UDit.8 vas to inter&t 
t~ protection Allied Fm-oes were giving to the rice harvest eD4 
to cut o£f the ahippiny of supplies along the Qua Viet· .td~r ttJlVeb7 
1so1atinf Door Ha. The moral.e of theae en_ -uD1t8 WU very JdP 
aDd they were well trained am equipped witb~:t1ona.l.lJ" Dd 
' •• pens add un1fODllS. Once in the area~ the en_ due. in weU cd 
~stab~~ excellent d.et~nsive positions Ut~B1rlg IlUtually 
SUPPOrting bunkers with interconnecting trenc..... The" bunkeN 
were·~c.ptbl~. of w1tbatandinr air str1!t£.s,&J'tUl817 and naval t..1IDf1.N. 
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(b).t the end of April and the be.ing of May, the 
enemy initiated a major offensive throufhout the AO. In the re­
sulting battles 'the enemy suffered heavy losses of men en d equip­
ment. Since that t ime the enemy has got ten a high percentage of 
new replacements. It is unlik&ly that these replacements are as 
well trained or af-gressive as the men who initiated the aflensive 
atDai DO. Priscrler of War interl'oration reports indi'cate that the 
morale of the enemy is low and that his food supply is small. 

(c) '~fainJ on the 28th of Apr. 1968, the enemy renewed 
of:"'ensive action in the AO. H~jor units canmitted in this action 
~~ere the 1st and 3rd Battalions or the 48th Hngiment. The enemy 
8(';8in sustained heavy losses. 

(d) neither t 1e 270th Independent .:.tegiment· nor the 27th 
Independent ;~efiment t'ere committed in streneth durinr Operation 
FCH'l':r:~.' ATT.;\CK II. Path of these units are reported to be at 
full strength and could be utilized to spearhe~,-d a net ... major 
offensive in the .0. 
4. ~lI,:SION. 

a. Fmrr1FSS ATTAC~~ II. XI·iSEVllNTHFLT directed SLF/f'jtG i~U'l~ 
to provide BLT 2/t (-) helicopter, medical, and limited logistic' 
support during Operati.on NlIl OLEON/SALINE. 

o. NAPOLEOO/SAUNE. Th1l"d Marines directed BLT 2/4(-) to 
continue the mission of securing the northwest bank of the Cua 
Viet River from NVA interdiction and infiltration from vicinity 
In 266635 to vicinity YO 310682. ! 

5. C(WCEPT OF OPm.~,T: ONS 

a. CTG 79.4 maintained a liajeon net with Third Marines aId 
Dr.T 2/4(-) and made daily liaison visits to Third l1arines and BLT 
2), (-). 

b. The ellbarked souarlron (HMU-363 or Hr>1l-1-,362) maintained a 
medevac standby and provided liaison, lOfistic, Commam and :::ontrol, 
and admin flights. J'.d.ditionallYJ two to six aircraft were provided 
daily to aUl?;lII!!nt the 'First Marine Aircraft 1'Jine in-cOW1try belo assets. 

6. E! ":CUT ION • 

a. It'Q.:IT.;;~.';S ATTACI IT. Due to the su~port nature of this 
operation, execution of the mission was generally an extension 
of procedures used durin; the latter part of FOt?l'.a.&:.3 A'l'TACI{/K.I!N'lUCKY/ 
LIIJIJCf.STU:R II/NAPOIEON/S~1LINE. BLT 2)h(-) has operated in the vicinity 
of "the eua Viet River since 5 March. 

EHCLCBYRE (1) 
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b. NAFotEOO/SAl,INE.-.·

' 
Brlo 2/4(-) was assigned as pa-t of Task 

Force K.ilo, a .multi-battalion operation that swept W the southern 
bOundarY of the DMZ, early i~ the month of April. 11.15 this operation 
tendriated, BLT 2k (-)'s mission ret:urned to that of', aggressive day 
and,n1~ht oper~ ions and patrol. wi,t.hin its AO.·, 

1. r':SlTLTS. See e~c1osures (2) ~nd (3)'. 
, ' 

8. CO;:,lMANDfR'S ANAtYSIS.This analysis is 11m:ited to .matters at 
the 1'G 79.4 level. 'l'he HMH Comlrlder's Analyses are included in 
their reports, enclosures (2) and (3). 

a. Planni-ng. 

(1) Since Operation Fu~tTRl?8fi ATTACK II did not corilIOOnce 
with an snphibious operation, n.o planning, as ~uch, was necessary or 
required nrior to initiating the operatio~~ 

(2) Throughrut the operat.ion continuous :;Liaison wa~ conducted 
with OPCON IIld suPportinf canmands, particularly 3d MarDiv .:.nd 3d 
Marines, as well e.s &T 2/4(-). Liaison officers were !3stabl1shed, 
as required" at 3d 14arines. and a liaison team was continuously present 
at the BLT CPo . , . 

b. Comand Relationships 
, : 

(1) O"CON of BLT' 2/4 ( -) lo~as retained by 3d Marines during I 
the period Operation ii'ORI'.'l:'SS .fiTTh:: K n wa~ be~g conducted. 

(2) OPCON of HHM-363 am HHM-362 remained under CTG 79.4 
durtnf Operation FORTRESS 1'.TT!l.CK II (27 MElr -'IS Apr and 1.5 Apr -
18 r1ay, r"-'BJ?ective4r). . , '. . . : . 

c. Enemy Contact. None in1'eration FORTRF.3S .ll.TTJC 1: IT. 

d. Suo[ortincArms. ~ot J.ppllcable. 

. e. Logisitca. 

'(1) Planninr. 

. .. 

(a) Prior to the cOllllllencement of Operation FoRTRFSS ATTACK Il 
liaisCll was .effected with III MAF and For.LogCCIIId to reeatabl1sh the 
arrangements for AHG/SIF assistance to BLT 2/4 .withqut interf"erence 
with in-country channels. " 

(b) BLT 2/4 ,-as, t.P .contiAue· Ul).der .opera.:b.onal control of 
3d l-1arD1v (Jd Marines). The Class IT supl-ly source was to remain at 
ForLogCanxlj source of other supp1iGS would continue to be FISG Brar o. 
The BLT ISA was split between IJong Ha and Cua Viet River DlOUth. 

ENCLOS\h~ (1) 
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(c) Access 
access to LFORJIl supplies 
of Fcm shipping. 

(2) Execution. 

DECLASSIFIED 

·····e to supplies/equipment afloat and emergency 
were to become' available to the BLT upon arrival 

(a) During th:'i.s operation BLT 2Ad-) remained under the 
operational control of 3d l1arines and operated fran Mai Xa Chanh (1-iest) 
(laterresip:nated as "Camp Bir. John~l) on the north bmk of the Cua Viet 
'li~7er at Janns Greek. SUppJies were available from both Dong Ha and 
Cua viet River mouth and the !SA was split between these two locations. 
!,s s1!'pn17 .... traffic on the rivEr increased, tranSportation fran the 
river mouth to Mai Xa Chpnh became less readily t>.vailable. .il.cGordingly, 
the LSA was concentrated at Donr Ra. . 

(:) ) T ,hen the GUt> Viet 'liver was claH~d . ~ue to enemy 
mining, nnd l-men emerf.ency resupnl;y requirements arose, the BLT was 
resupplied by SII' A!iF! helicopters lifting supplies from Dong Ha and/or 
A!ID shipping. 

. '.. --
(c) No insurmountable problems'in resu!-,ply were encountered. 

Class III, IV, aDd V LFOU"1 and rations Here lIIi.de available llhen critical 
needs existed. ." ' 

(d) BLT 2/4 aS3ets were used not only to supply the BLT, 
but also on occasion to su.pply adjacent"U.S.Army units in the 3d 
rwines AO. . . ..., , ... 

(e) The USS TO JIMA was designated QB JTj.Jnary Casualty 
Re.eiving Ship (pcas) • Casualty liai.sonrepresentat. ives from the Sll 
t~ere oositioned at Co D, 3d Herum (Delta Med), Dong Ra. ''To enhance 
control of the flow of casualties, a system was developed for shifting 
15edevac helicopters and communication guard to the USS elE VELAND whenever 
the I"'O JIMtl. had to move beyond effective communication/reaction range. 
1Jhen the now of caslial ties overloaded :mo' JIMA I S fa: ilities during the 
perieY1 29 A.pr - 2t"Iay, arrangements 'were Jrll.de for USS VALLEY FffiGE and 
uss ~EPOSE to receive the overflow. 

(r) In-country m&intenance facilities were available at 
1"131'1 Bravo, hGlever, rom:! major items were evacuated by ARG shipping 
to FLC, TIme-nr, l1here "arts availability ~nd facilities were better. 

f. Casualtr Reporting. Casualt,,' reporting 1-1aS conducted in 
accordanGe with current dir€)ctives. The 9th MAB CRee ALFA was located 
aboard the tTSS r~o JIMA (J .. jH-2), which was design" ed the Frimary 
Ca.sualty J~eceiving Ship. BLT 2/4 and TG 79.4 casualty representatiYes 
were positioned at Co ilD", 3d t~dical Bn, Dong Ha, aVN to collect and 
pass' casual ty information concerning Special lAnding Force ArEA personnel 
on to the 9th M.A.B CRCC ALFA. . 
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, 27 l.farch 1968 .. - 19 May 1~68 FOR'I'fm$Sf:; 'I1'aCK II/NAPOO: ~/S:J.INE 

a.. FRmtDLY 

KIA 

DOH 

74" 

5 

299 ' 

liWlE 21S 

NOll-HOSTILE CASUALTIEs 104 

DAI' • 1 

TOT.1., . 698 

g. Civic j~ct1.on. No civic action prot?raDl wes conducted due to the 
area of opert.1.t:i on end the operational comrr:itments. 

... 

h. ISO. A photographer and journalist ~re sent ashore with BLT 2/4 
to provideinfcrmational. services coverere. 

i. Comrnt.nications. Communications were es:tablished L\l) CTG 79.4 OP 
Plan 120A-O:'ti) and TG 79.4 COl dtd 28 .. far 68. A messa. e center Wtl.S lJItlin­
tuned afloat in conjunctioii with the U,'=;S IJO JIK"i Naval CODIlllUIliclltions __ 
Center; CTG 79.4 maintained m8ssilge distribution responsibility for BL'!' ~ 
and Hi:·til-3631362. The follcwing. heta ware established/entered during 
Opera.tion :;'Ola'ftESS ."1T'l'ACK n I 

(1) 3d Harniv 'l'AG .1'2 (WF) , . 

eTG 79.4 entered this het establishing communications (coverec 
uncovered) with 30 Ma'rDiv, 3d Harines, 9th 11arines, 26th I-t.rines, CTG 79.5 
and 1st .'\mTrac Bn. . ' 

(2) SLF Tl~C f.~l (VHF) .. , 

CTG 79.4 'established this, net with SLF ALF~ liaison personnel 
in the field. Equipment and perso~mel were utili?ed in the S<lIJEt manner 
as for Operation FOmtESS ATTACh. Liaison stat. ions were established in tl 
foilowinr m~nner: . 

(a) Delta Hed. (D9Dg Ha) utili ... ing PRC-25 and RC-292. 

(b) m,,!, 2A1cp (Mai Xa ChaDh) utili7-ing me-B), MaC-llO, 
PRC-25, P~-1C-L.7 and l1.C-292. The J1RG-110 wes moved. to the 3d Marines CP for 
approximntely one ,'eek durinp the operatioJ'J/eweep north of the CWI. Viet 
(Tl'Sl{ Force Kilo); this was dOO8 to fllcllit~t.e more rnpid transmission 
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ot reports to the SIF Hqtrs caaing direct to tliB 3d Marine. CP frca 
the field. The PRC-25 WQ8 utUized at t.he BI:r 2,4 CP J.oc.ILt1~"'Yer 
poaa1bla to re11eve the st.rD:in OIl t.he JIiC-110 radio '\"e~4e. '!'bt.·HBC-110 
was used extensively for pa_1Dg traffic in the covered mode. 'fblI 
net was uaed for aituatiCl'l, spot, casualty and admrrtstraUve repOrting 
&8 well :Il$ tor Med~EVac requuts. 

(l) SLF TAe 112 (HF) 

This net vas activated when SU' 'rIC ffi .s non-operat.icu.l. 
due 11.0 cI1etdce tactcrs or equipment. outages. The lItC-83 ... iped to the 
Stll' l1a1JroD te_ by Bt't 2/4 waa deadl.1ned atter a pprad_tel3" two web 
operation -. VU lJDaVallabie tor SIF liaison team UII8 for the r_:inder 
of .()pera'ticm FCRT1lESS AttACI n. The lIlC-83 Ued bY' the BLT 2.4 8-4 va. a..uable when needed ftr pus1.D& traffic· ba10k to the fU Bqtra. 
~ie4 .-tteapta wert. ade to utU1se the J>&C.-ts7 18 on thi. net, howver, 
ca.sam~ions V1a tb1 ....... 1JD8at1atr;ctcr7 due to the nca-avan- . 
abilit1 of Operational BB-hSl batten ... 

Opertttiona codes were uead ikJr:!;enai:fe1y t<r p68s1Dg clu81t1ed 
and uDclaea1f1ed tl"affic when outol rtmge tOJt 0'-8 ut:ll1.-t1cm. 

OUt,stand1llg cOQperat1on waiJ again prm.cted by 3d ffDID1y, 3d 
}OW-we £Jld TG 79.5 in relaYing traftic to and tr<a tali unite _en 
'l'G 19.4 was out or vo1ca contact with thB llPrlic&ble field units. 
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SmlRET- NOFORH _ Unclassified upon remova1. of enclosure el) 

FraIl I CCDIIIBIlder 
To: Canma.nd1ng General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade 

Subj: COIIIII8nd Cbrono1og far period 1 - 30 June 1968 

Ref: (a) lIlO 5150.2 
(11) FMIl'PACO 51$0.8 
(c) BrigO 5750.1C 

Enc1: (1) CfBII8,Jlder Task Group 79.4 Caamand Chronology-

1. Enclosure (1) i8 submitted 10 accordance with references (a), 
,(b), and (e). 
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1. DESIGNATION 
Tast Group 79.4 

BI:r 2/4 
1-)OJun68 

HMM - 362 
1 - )0 Jun 68 

NONE 

2. ~TICfi 
1 - j() Jun 68 

3. STAFF CFFICERS 
kikdtlT!VE dPPlcER 

INTELLIGENCE CFFICER 

DECLASSIFIED 

PARr I 
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

C<Hwmm 

oo)A20968 
27 July'1968 

eel A. I. TIDfAS 
1 - )0 Jun 68 

SUBCRDlHATB 1JR1'l'S 
Ltcol L. A. RANN 
1-)0 Jun68 

Kaj W. H. SHAUER JR 
1 - )0 Jun 68 

ATTACHED URrIS 

USS IRINCE'rON (LPH-S) 
1 - )0 Jun 68 

USS DUBUQUE (Lm-8) 
1 - )0 Jun 68 

USB POINT DEFIANCE (ISD-31) 
1-)OJun68 

lJSS WlSTOHFSrER CTY (IST.1l67) 
1 - 21 Jun 68 

USS WASHOE C'l'Y (IST.116S) 
22 - )0 Jun 68 

Ltcol P. R. FIELDS 
1 - 30 Jun 68 

lBtLt J. C. SMITH 
1 • )0 Jun 68 

Capt B. J. B<JtCHEI:l' 
1-30Jun68 

ASST INTEl ,LIG~CE OFFlcm/ 
AEllIAL OBSERVER 

Nor AS,.C)IGNED 

OPERATIOR> CFFICER LtCol L. C. WITT 
1-30Jun68 
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ASST OPIRtLTlOO OFFICER 

1m SUI'P(JlT COORDINATCR 

Am CFFICER 

LOGlSTICS OOICER 

Coo-mrICATlCES OFFICER 

4. AVERAGE MONTHU STRENCFrH 

Hq Task Group 79.4 
Br:r 2/h 
HMM - 362 

() 
'-' 

0""", 

DECLASSIFIED 

Maj R. G. !EIDleH 
1 - 30 Jun 68 

Haj G, P. MURPBI 
1 - 30 Jun 68 

Maj J" M. BABlIHAR'l' 
1-30Jun68 

Maj R. T. MACPHBRSOR 
1 - 30 Jun 68 

Mej W. B. LUDWICK 
1 - 30 Jun 68 

~ 
OFF-nt 
-yo ~ 
6214S3 
43 229 
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PART n 

NARRATIVE Stn4MARY 

OO.3A2096B 
27 July 1966 

On 2 June Special Ianding Force .Alta arrived oft the coastal 

waters ot RVN trCII. Subia BqJ Hl-lM-362 backloaded trOll1 Phu B&i Air 

Facility to the USS Princeton this same dq. BItl' 2/4 (-) bad been 

helilitted trClll Ma1 Ia Cbanh lD 279668 area to LZ Stud XD 002483 

on 31 Ma;y aDd chopped omON to Task Force Hotel to participate in 

Operation Scotland II, 

The first 13 da7a ot June, the BLT (-) was under the OFCON ot 

+.he F1rst Marines and participated in .. aeries of helicopterborne 

assaults on a aeries ot objectives South of National Ro&te 9 and 

the Khe Sanh COIIIIbat Bnee. . 

On 14 June the BIJr (-) was chopr:ed to the Fourth Marines aDd 

immediately helllUted to a known NVA road just north ot Laos/ 

Vietnamese border. The mieaion waa to cObduct a three c1.q search 

and destroy- operatiOll along the road. Attacking eastward along the 

road the BU maneuver elements met little reeistance but Wlcovered 

and destroyed much NVA· equipment. 

On 17 June two ot the maneuver elements and the AUa CGlIIImatld 

Group were helil1f'ted to LZ Cates to prepare positions and provide 

security tor the construction of a fire bue. CcIupan1es "G" and "Il" 

were heliUtted to IZ ~tud. 

On 20 June Company "H" was he111ifted to h1ll S04 XD 966467 tmd 

on 21 June, CC?JIIt'tIll7 "(}It was helllifted to hill 512 XD 9S4451. This 

gave BLT 2/4 (-) mutually eupporting p08itione along the high 

ground. north ot route 9. The primary m:1.ssion waa that of preventing 

the interdiction ot Route 9 trom the north while the Combat Bue at 

Khe Sanh was being dismantled aDd evacuated. The remaining assets 

ot the BtT were deployed throughout the northern I Corpe area. 

HMM.)62 participation in Operation Fortre8s Attack nI~cotland 

n was in eup~rt of BLT 2/4 a.tteso having been chopped from the 

Firat Marine J.1rc1'att Wing on 2 June. An average ot 7.1 aircraft 

_re provided to the First Marine Aircraft Wing daily tor augment­

ation purpOles beginning 3 June. 
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PARr IV 

CHRONOLOOY OF SUPPQl'l'ING noommNTs 

I .J.c:a 76 !5G 2703h4Z MAY 68 
VJ'IRST MARINES KSG lhOO2SZ JUN 68 
~NTH ~WUNES I6G 180040z JON 68 

Bm V4 C<JIIAHI) CIIR~IOLOOY 1 - 30 J1l1III 1968 ! pjfJ. 
HHM - 362 C<HWm CHRClfOUlGY 1 - 30 JUNE 1968) ~ 
CTG 79.4 Combat After Action Report Operation 
FOFTHE~~, ATTlcCK III/SCOTLAND ll, 2 Jun - 9 Jul 68 
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Frau: Commander 
To: Commander, Task Force 79 

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation Fortress Attack IIII 
Scotland II 

Ref: (a) COOEVENT!lFLT 201 Plan 
(b) CTF 19 120 Plan 

Encl: J(l) Commander, Task Group 79.4 Arter Action Report, Operation 
Fortress Attack IIIlScotland II 

J a~.£ ~~ (2) HMM-362 After Action Report, Operation Fortress Attack 1111 
Scotland 11 
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C(l\$AT ,AFTEil'ACTI;CN llEPLRT, OP'~TI~ FOR:I'IlESSATTACK III/SCC71'LAND n 

VIE'fNAM 1:50,000, 1J'5Series L7014,Sheete 63421, 6342II, 
6342III, 634u and 634UV'," , , '" 

. ".:'" . . 

1. General 

a. Operation Fortress Attaok III commenced at 021~H June ,68 
upon return of ARG/SIF AUa from upkeep/rehab at Subic Bay JR.' P. AD 
ampb1b~ous landing was not conducted t~ commence this opera.tion~ 

b. ' BLT 2/4 (~) had chop~ed ~on ~(JIl Thil-d Marines ':lD the Napoleon! 
Saline &rea to TaSle Force Hotel at 311400H 11&7 68. BLT' 2/4 .. (.) we.s moVed 
frCllll Ma1 Ia ChaDh (YD 279664) to Li, ~6 tm 002483) in the Scotlimd II 
&re&~ Initially BLT 214 (-), was chopR~Qpcon 1;0 F,ust Ma;oinesj .t~· " 
l40720H Bm' 2/4 (.) was chop1jed Opconto: ~ourth l.farines until the con~ 
c1ueion of Fortrel!ll!l it ttact III at 1oooo1'·it July 68. . 

c. Commander Task Croup 79.4 embarked aboarQ ,AOO/S~ shipping, 
retained operationoJ. control of BHM-362 and -provid8ci limited helicopter, 
medical md logil!ltic support. for BLT 2/4 (-) during Operation Fortress 
Attack TIlfijcotland n·. '" .', " . 

d. Operation Scotlnnd II is a continUing se5rch and del!ltrqy " 
operation being conducted by Task Force Hbtel (l'1rst and Fourth Har~.) 
in Quang Tri Province in the vicinity of Kha ,Sanh. FrcIIIl 1 June thrOUgh 
13 June BTIr 2/4 (-)was 'giVen the mission of'securing varioua p081t1008, 
often in a coorcl1nated attack with 1/1. Pr()Jll.;14 June to the operation, 
termination BLT 2/4 (-)was,given the task of keeping Rout~ 9~open'tram 
Khe Sanh to the East by oct:upyi.ng the high ground to the', North of Rou~ 
9. During this period the Khe Sanh Combat Base 'Was d1SJiJ,Qntled leaving , ' 
only 1/1 in the vicinity of Kbe Sanh. '., ': " " 

2. Task Organization 

Operation FC>m'RFSS ATTACK III,lSC(7rU}ID ~ ( 2 June,~, 9 July ) 

Tas)c ,Group 79.4 

HMH - 362 

3. Inte1HJence 

Colonel A. I. 1H~AS 

Major W. H. SHAUER 

a. Terrain. The BLT nrea of operat1on (AO) Wll.8 located in the 
Western poition of Quapg Tri Province, RVN. ~ The BI.ll' ." conl!ltan1lly on 
the move during its participation in the operatiori. The general area. 
in which the 'BLT apernted 18 bounded on the Borth by XD 7948, on the 
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East by lD04h8", on the South' by YO 0423' and OIl th~ West In 1923. The 
landscape thrOUghout theAO is mciunta1nou.e,:cparacteritled by extreme17'· .. , 
~p "l~., ",hat .. ~ .covered by dense UIl~rsr91(th. .m . double canopy 
forest. Concealment and cover is frClll fati- to, good throughout the area. 
The 1IIOst prominent terrain features... hiD .,:' 149 (m 86$211), 66) 
(m 828321), 843 (ID 893326), 908 (ID 942312), 691 (ID 921443), ~12 
{JD 953451),504 (XD 967466) and 9SO ,(XD Q45455). 

(1) ~neral.'· Inte1lige~e'pripr t,o the' . operation· ind1.cated 
that the 'foll<!Wing, units were wi1iblll'the AQJ ,tbe304thD1vision with 
it t s, 9th, ,24th,' 57th and: 66ttl Irir_tri aag1.illeJi\t~, IpUpported by.the, 68th 
ArtUlary Regiment J. The 95th Infantry ,~~t, .. 101st Inf'antryReg1lllent 
and the 78th ~tUleI7 ,Reg1anent freD th~ 32$0 Divil!l1Q1l; the ~8th DiT,- ' 
lslon with, .two Regllnents, ~ 88th and !lOaPd.Tbe c,(llllbined Itrength at 
these forces was appro:rllnately 20,000 pers_onne1. A:ll ot, these units vere 
regular IVA. ' ,'.. ' " ' .. ' .. ' - . ' 

. (2) Order .of Battle. " 

LCcATICtl 

.304 niv Hq Xl) 7346 
~h Regt ,lD 8240 ' 
2hthRegt . IIj 9144" 
57~~ Regt , ~ XD 7346. . 
66th .Regt .' XD'7S41 . _' 
68:th ,Arty Regt XD 1434 _ , 
95thRegt 32;CDiv XC o83~ , 
101at. Regt· 3~C~iv m 8139 .. 
78th "Arty Regt 3250 niv XI> 8836·-
88th llegt 308 Div Xl) 8626 
102nd Rer,t 308 Div XD 8737 
83rd Eng Regt " . XI> 9!29 

, ',.~ ... 

(3 r oPeration Effect:' on !!emf 

- " 

-, 

, -

" WIll?ONS, 

Unk 
Unk ' 
lJtik 
Unk 
Urlk 
.Unk uOk . 
Unk 
Unk 

. ,:Unk' 
Unk 
Unk 

a. There we~ t.wo' new units employed during theopflratlon, 
they were: 

1. The 308 Division was introduced into the area. ~ 
tr1end.ly forces threatened enemy- operations .. south ot lOle Sanh.' This .. ', 
diV1s1ce,conducted a 'br1ef but 1illdted offensive with two 'of it·s. 
regiJllent,s ,( . tbe ,88th. and 102). '1he, 306 ,Di:nsion, vas. :well', trained. and·' . . 
equ1p~, for <~ht oper4Lt1ons.' The.,)08 Divisibn, was. new in RVfi ,end'" '. 
mOWl to the.';fWA as One of. the fivo ·"Ste~l' Divii!liOna~.· (The. Ita.l ... 
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Divisions were noted as having been composed of crack, elite troops, 
and were orgnnized for the defense .of ,the homeland). This division. 
also made use of lwninous ID tags which hel:!,ed.greatly in night a.ttacks. 
However, even with it r s Sing and p.reparation the lO2nd Regiment 
alone lost approximate~ 30 me in three night attacks against frien~ 
1y forces. The unit deployed th outstanding control until the attaCks . 
started on the friendly positions. At this time theenemyls attacks were 
broken b,y the confusion resulting fram concentrated fires from allied· 
defensive positions. '. , 

2. The B3d Engineer Regiment was dep1qyed during the 
operation. The mission of the reg:iJnent. was to. build a road (Route 926) 
frClll Ie Pan River {Laos/.Rvn Border) tnrough RVN and link Upwith.pomtl 
turther eMt. .. 

b. The enemy1s mission in the .10 _s to inflict heaVY' 
cuualties on friendly forces and to use canbat units to engage friend­
ly' forces, keeping them away frail their road. Of .th1s 'JQUsiori the enem;y .• · 
only" managed to· give the 83d Engineer Regiment time ~o move ahead, as 
friendly forces puShed along .tbie roa.d· destroying co~truction equip.. . 
ment and cratering the road. .... . . . ' 

c. The enemy, desperate 'because of the upset in hiil ' 
plane, tried o.gltin to get a military victory at any cost. He attempted 
to inflict heavy casualties c;m frien~ forces bY,.at~ld.ng during 'the 
daylight hours, .generally at ,dalA'l. 'These attalcks ':reruted in the ()llemy. 
auffer!Dg'heavy casuClties without caU8ing~exce8sive'd&mQge' to allied' 
forces. Friendly operntians plnced the enemy forces off balance ~ 
lome degree, forcing hilIi into 'an evasive/defensive posture. Sweeps cor.. 
ducted during the latter port of the operation proved this to be true " 
for the enell\V would tLbtmdon his positions without cont.o.ct.' . 

d. The B,LT moved; top~.itions .9%1 the . h:Jih ~ound' to -fha, 
north of. Route 9 ~ order to protect the allied forcet;i· from ll.t~ck os 
they withdrel~ from no Sanh. While the BLT 1IU at' this ~1tion,' the 
enemy shifted his tactics from avoiding contact to ,attacking,:w1th .man 
units elements of the BLT in attempts to lure' them frclli their .de!ensi~ 
positions into theenemyts ld.lJ.ing Bones. This maneuver worked on 
several. occasions and ~s resulted in the enemy being nble to inflict 
caaualtieo on the BLT 'while rJUffering very fev h1maelf. The enemy :.,. 
baa not JIl&de GIl ~ttempt to penetrate the BLT ~s IICreeniilg p08itiC?n and 
attack the withdralf81 of' ,friendly units from' The Sd but ha.appesr­
ed cont~t to ~88the BLT with the above mentioned tactics .. 

'., 

. e. IndicatioI,1s are that thEi 308 Division is ,to move to 
the south once the withdrawal is completed and construct bunkers ond 
fighting positions on tho l'J.ove so that they will be ready for occupD.t­
ion in the event allied forces should re-enter the Khe Snnh area in 
strength again. 

, 3. 
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It 18 proPable that' the Khe 8anh area will be occupied by an enemy 
force of re,g1ment&l. nae or less to act as a screening and harrass1ng 
,force atter the 3~ Divis,ion withdrawa. ' 

, ' , 

4. Mission, 

'a. P'ort~ss ,Attack III. COO~HFI:l' directed SIF/ARG Alta- , 
to provide, BL'l' 2/4 (-) helicopter, medical and logistic 81ll>port dUrlila 
Operation Scotland II. 

b. Scotland II. Task Force Hotel directed Bm 2/4 (-) to continue 
the search and destroy oPerations in thtt viclriity of I{h8 Sanh. On 14 
June, a:f'ter being chapped opcon'to Fourth Marines, Fourth lfarines 
directed BLT '2/4 (-) to deny the 'WI' interdiction and"infiltration 
routes from. the north to Route 9. 

s. Concept of Operations 

a. CTG 79.4 maintained a' 11&18011 'net with 'Third Marine Division, 
First Marines, Fourth Harm •• ~d BLT 2/4(~). CT!l 7,9.4 m.nde ~' 
liaison visits to Task Force Hotel, First, or F~ 'Ma.rl:ri8"~ and BLT 
214 (-). • ,~ , , ' 

b. The embt:!.rked sQ.u.adrorl '(HMK ~, 3(2) 'm1nta1neda medevac ste.ndb,y e 
&l.Ild provided liaison, logist1c, arid 'CaniiJand and' Control flights. Addit-
ional.ly, an avernge of 7.4 a1reraft' Were. 'provided daily' to augment the 
First Marine Airc~nf't Wi~,in-country helo'~~se1;s ... ;" , 

6. Execution 

&. Fortress AttQCk Ill. Due to t.be support, nrit~ of this Operc.ti~, 
8X8cution of the mission was generally an extension of proCedures' uSed ' 
during Fortress At~ck II/Napole~al.1ne. ,Due tc? :the distnnce fran BLT 
2/4 ( ... ), JDe9.ical and logistic eupport'Valt l:1JIlited '8~t-'compared to 
the t:1Jlle frame in which BLT 2/4 (-) _s in th~ vicinity ot the ~ 'Cue; ~iet." , 
River (5 11areh - 31 Ma,v 68).; , " , 

b •. Scotland II. ~r:r 2/4 (.) •• Opcon to First Marines the first, , 
half' of June and cQnducted search. and destroi' operations in the mqan.. " 
tainoue terrain' around Khe Sanh~ During the' 1'8mUnder of June and :, 
through 9 JulY, BLf' 2/4 '( .. ) becauie, opcon to Fourth Marines and occupied " 
the high gl"OlIIld ~orth: of Roote 9 betwenKhe Sanh am CaIn to ke8p thia· 
road open tar'Vehicular t,nrtic. t3LT 2/h' (-) alao us1sted in the con- . 
struct10n 6t tire baaes 'at their p:081t1on8 for U31-fC artillery units. 

7. Results. ,see eilc'i~sure (2) 
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8. CCIIJDIaOOer's An~1S. This analysis is 11m:1.ted to lIl&tters at the 
TG 79.4 level. The Hr Camnander's analysis is included in his report .. 
enclosure (2). ' 

, 'a. Planning 
... .... 
(1) ,Since Operation Fortress Attack m did not cotrll18nce with 

an amphibious operation, no ,planning; as such.. vas necessary or re­
quired prior to initiating the operation. 

(i!) Thrdughoutthe -operation contiImows 1iaisoo was conducted 
with OFCON and supn&rting, comlnands i particularly 3d MlRDIV and Task' 
Force Hotel .. a8 well a8 Bur 2/4 (-). Communications liaison teams were 
established- 'at varying points ,thrOUghout- the operation to maintain 
cOlllll'Urticat'ioms between the SLF, BI!t' 2/4 (.-) J arid medical facilities. 

" 1,' 

b. Command Relationships' 

(1) OPCClJ of BLT 2/4 (-) was retained by First l.f4rines until 
140720H June 1968, when BLT 2/h (- ) 'was chopped apcoo to Fourth 
Marines. ' ',. . . .. . 

(2) HMM.:. 362 was apron toC'l'G 79.4 ',during Operation Fortress 
Attack lIt. ~ '. -. J' ,.' '., ' 

.' .0:'" • 

c. !n& Cont.ct. '.N~e.~ Operation Fortress 'Attack III. 
, • \ : 0' • 

, '," . 
. d. Supporting .Arms. '! Not applicable" .!., 

e. Logistics 
.:.. . \~ 

~l) , }'lanniriJ : :," 
" : ; '(a) At 'the coriCiUSiCl'l of Opera.tion "m.~~88 'At't.ack ,II .' .'" ' 

1iaisonWa. effected· with, III"- MAP and ForLOgCciDd: to rt:Isutae ABG,/tU" : 
assistance to BU 2/4 upon commencement of Operation Fortress Attack' -' 
In. 

- . '":: .' .~. ~ 

, (b)' BI:!' 2/4 ., to cbhtinue unde~' operti.ti~ control" ;, 
3d }~RDIV (jd Me). The class II supply source' •• ' to r$ina:iri at' .1~ , 

ForLogComdJ soUrce of other supplle t .sto continue to be lIBG Bravo. : 
The BI!r IBA .e located at Dong Ha.: "", ,,' , 

;~ .~ .. : • '.f. 

(c ) Helicopter &Up":'ort· liaving been curtailed, BU &cceu·' 
to supplies and equiJD8nt afloat was to be limited to that which 
could be landed by eurface means. 
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• (a) ~n return of' the siP from SubiC it W88 :~ete~ed 
that BLT 2/4 (-) bad chopped to Task Force Hotel and was operating 1n 
the vicinity of Khe Sanh. The bulk of battalion lSUp-ply hf¥l.been ·shi,tt­
ed tran Camn Big John to Dong Ha. A forward, element of the' lSA"waiI 
operating, at LZ Stud, receiving eup~Ues by "Rough Rider" convoy' frcm 
Dong Ha and forward1nytheJll~a. avaj"lable· helo-ll,f~a ' 

(b) This relocation did not affect the deUe8 of logistic 
al!Hlietance provided by the ARG/SIF, but' ~ransit times we~ -greatly in-
creased tor both delivery and retra,r~e ~t .. tart.I. ., . , 

(c) , ARG landin.g craft Carr~ "per.eonne1, ',lJlij)plies . and .' 
equ1~t between the shipe 'and Dang Ita a~ least-onCe each ·week. The,. 
were 'also used to cauplete the move ot equipment frcm Camp Big John 
to Dong Ha and to evacuate BI:l' deadlined equipment1':ran, Cua Viet R1: ver 
aouthe Boat convoyS ranged in Sil8 :from two to four ICK-8a. 

c'd) No i~sumoUntabl.·~p~ prob1~ ~~ encountered. 
In-country supply sources proVided essential supplies to the BD'.· .. 

(e) In-country mUntenance facilitieS' were available at 
FISG Bravo) however, many major items were evacuated by ARG shi:PJ)ing 
to FLC, Danang, BLT elements were spread f'rCB }{he Sanh to CUA Viet 
River mouth and f'rca Con Thien to Quang Trt, which ,degraded the cap.. 
ability to exercise maintenance control. This difficulty was part:q 
overcome by eliciting the cooperctiQJl Qf ~on cq1llll$lders .. notab:q let 
Alltrrac Bn and 3d Tank Bn. . , . . 

. ' . 

, (f) The USS Princeton walt designated a8 pr~ cnsu&lt1' 
Receiving Ship (:FURS) and SIP casualty liaiBon repres~~ti:ve8 _1'8 
poa1t10ned at Company "D" 3d Medical Bn (Delta Med); Dong 1Ja. The MecJ,.. 
evao C<mD, guard l"8JIIi.iped ·with 3d MARDIV:because of t_/~e factors, 
and additi~ emph&:e1Zi _s placed CD evacua~ion o,f cUQ1tiea .fran . 
ne1t. Mid to, -the· PCRS. ., .. 

:f • Cal!'JU&l tl Reporti~ CaSUAlty reporting 11118 oonducted in 
aeoordaDc, -w,:lth current. Otiv81. ,The 9:bh·,HAB CRCO Alta.a located 
aboard the·ms . Princeton, '(LPH-S) whi~~ ~_a •. itmatedJ'i~'Pr.i..marT ' 
Caf'1&1:t7 l*e1v1ng Shipe, BLT, 2/4 ·and ... T,C; ,l9~4 cuualty representatives'. 
wre pos1tioned at Canpany . liD" 3d .fecU:~ 'Bn, D9.J18 Ha, RVN, ~poolleCt . 
and pUs cuualty information concerning Spec1a1 Landing Force Alta 
pa:rsCJrUlelon to the 9th MAB CRCCAlta., ' . .. , . .... . ..' ~. . . . ." . ..' 
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OAS1JATIrY RBCAPITUIATIW 
.' -: ,~~ 

' .. 
2 June 1968 - 10 July 1968 FcmRESS .l'l'TACMIII/SCOlLAND n 

a. Frien& 

KIA 

DCM 

..... 
NON-HOOT lIE CASUALTIES 

TarAL 

18 

, "', 0' 

163 

123 

156 
, . 

"f' 

',,466:: ~', 
.. 

g. Civic Action. No civio aotion program was oonducted due to 
the area of operation'and the' Operational'commitments. 

',' . 
, ' 

h. 'ISO. ,A photorrapher _e eent ashore: with Br:r, 2/4 to provide 
informational. services coverage." ,: , . .. 

i. Ccmnunications. Caamunicatione were establi~hed IAW' CTG 79.4 
Op Plan 1201 (m); TG 19.4 COIdtd 28 Haroh 1968 and 'l'G '19.4 COl dtd 
15 June 1968., A messag~ center."8 aintained afloat in conjunctiop 
with the'USS Princeton Naval CanmunicatiOllCenter; C'l'G 19.4,JIl&intained 
lDB8sage distribution resp0Jl8ib111ty. f,ol1 Br:r 2/h and IDf{ ... )62. The ", 
following neta were eetablished/entered during Operation Fortress 

. Jb I Attack IIIt",cotland II. "'," ",; . ,': ' '; , 

" , ...... '.... 

(1) 3d MARDIV TAC #',2"$'. ·C'tG 79.4 enter-.dthi8net' , 
establiShing comunications (~Cipher) 'dth 3d M4BDIV, let Marines, 
3d Marine. and 4th Marines. 

(2) SLF TAC , 1 (VHF). aro 79.4 establiBh~d this net with 
SLF Alta liaison telUllB 1Ji the field. Equipment and 1)8rsOllnel were 
utilized bllSicallJr in the same manner a8 for Operation Fortress Attack 
II. BLT 2/4 Rear located at Dong Ha allo entered th18 net to provide 
direct oOlll'llUtlications between the BLT Rear CP and SLF units afloatj 
This station wu also utilized far relay:ing traffio from the ship to 
the BLT CP. SLF liaison team stations were esto.bU.,hed in the follow-
ing :manner: I 

a. Alta. Initially located at The Sanh (lit Marines CP) 
and LZ Robin (4th-sar1nes CP) for relay of traffic between BLT 2/4 and 
CTG 79.4. Operated directly from BLT 2/4 CP cluring last week of 
Fortress A ttac~, In. Equipnent utilised was PRe-~ and RC - 292. 
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b. Bravo. Located at Dong Ha (Delta Mad Bn) pr1mar~' ~ 
for passing ot ciiiiilty reports) this nation wu uso used as 'a . 
relay be't.ween the ship imd Alfa team. Equipnent uti.llsed _8 MRC-UQ,., , 
HlO-47, RlC-2S and JJC..292. 

0, Charlie. toeated at Camp Carroll for relq at':. . 
traffic between OTO 79.4 and units in the field (primarU,. other SIF 
l.1a1.aon teue and the BLT). Equipment utililed wu HRC-109, MRC-83, 
PRC-2$ and RC-292. This net we 1188d tor situation, spot, C88unl:t.,. 
and administrative reportini as 11811 &II tor Hed-evac l"eCluests. 

, 

(3) S17 TAC II 2 (!1Ft. This net ... activated when SLF TAO 
II 1 wu non-operatiow due 0 dl'Btance factors between the ship and 
shore stations or when eCluipment outages occurred, Cipher operations 
utilising the n-8 were limited to the Division Tac Net due to the 

, t1J)8 of fast moving operation8 ~ remote poaitiOlliDg of OPls by' the 
BLT. PortAble FH ~pment ".. ~il1Ied .. tohe primD.r.y' means of 
ccwmmicc.tian. Operations qd numerical codes were lJIJed as required. 

(. -')" •. " .-. ~ ~ • I..... . :~.,..".::. ,,!..-o .' . t . I r ~ 

The Third MARDIV cbange~ all .of it. caU::-alp,,·QDd:trequ8nCle8 ' . 
an 18 June 68 creating conf'lJeim and interference probl.- tor apprcm­
_te1:t't!I1e'waek. ,The CCIIllIl-llec _t.l'CD:at;~3ctM&Bf)IV ~ ~l1'" 

... . 

helpful and cooperative :in, attending to the "fJIequency probl8IDII ,en...' A 
counte~d by' tb.e BLT. ., 

•• ' . • ~. ';. • • • .... .' ,'1 • 

A vaek :lq att.pt to oPerate the ~62 Radio Reiay between ' 
Dq IJa '8itd' the 8hip proved '1.UleIttietaetory ,,·1ICm-ava1labillty. ot good' 
trectUenc1es and irlad8q:U.te e1't.1Jig « eh1pbOard 'IIhteDnU ,prevented ". c 

eatisfactor,- and. reliable Operatldllat of the radio relay eqU1puent. 
~ ''''..: ";' .~. . . . '. ' . ~, .....- . '; '.," . ':,'"; :: 

C'Altetcmding cooperation md &IIf!iatance ,.. pravided .~; FW. ,3d 
MAROIV I 4thMarinea and FISO Bravo in rel~ tratfic to/trmn .CTO 
19.4 and in repa1r1ng SIF oc.lllim1Cat,icaa :ectuipli8ut that we~ d~ 
dw1ngtbe opuat101l~ . ~~:.,. . '". "" ,', ,.~ -"', ' 

j :t 

... , 'r:: 

0'_ 1 

,. . ~ '. : ': ' .. - ... '.,0". ~.. . , ,~ . 

,'.' , 

.' . ' 
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