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PART 1
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

l. Designation
Task Group 7.4

SUBORDINATE UNITS

BLT 1/3
‘1.2 January 1968

B BLT 2/4

2-31 January 1968

HMM=361
1-31 January 1968

ATTACHED UNITS

None

2, Locatlon
1-31 January 1968

3. Staff officers’
Execut Ive officer

Ad jutant/S-1

S=2

Asst g-2/Aerial Observer
$-3

2
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Commander
Colonel J. A. CONWAY
1-1l} January 1968

Colonel B. F. MEYERS
14 -31 January 1968

LtCol R. W. GOODALE
1-2 January 1968

LtCol W. WEISE
2-31 January 1968

LtCol D. M. WILSON
1-31 January 1968

Uss IWO JIMA (LPH=2)
1-31 January 1968

USS CLEVELAND (LPD=T)
1-31 January 1968

gse COMSTOCK (LSD-19)
1-31 January 1968

USS WEXFORD CTY (LST—llba)
1-31 January 1968

1tCol P. H. SIMPSON
1-31, January 1968

1stLt J. C. SMITH
1-31 January 1968

Capt W. N. FOWLER
1-31 January 1968

Capt J. A. HATCHETT
1-31 January 1968

LtCol J. ERWIN
1-31 January 1968
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Asst S=3 Maej G. P, WARREN .
1-31 January 1968

SECRET=NOFORN

Fire Support Coordinator Mej R, M., BLACK
1-31 January 1968 '

Se=l Capt P, J., SAMUELS
1=31 January 1968

Communications Officer Capt L."WM, ZWICK
' 1=31 January 1968

. Average Monthly Strength

USMC UsN
OFF ENL  OFF ENL
Hg, Task Group 79.4 10 =27 0 0
BLT 1/3 60 1423 8 78
BLT 2/4 65 1566 8 8y
HMM-1361 LE 165 1 3
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During the first: four days of January 1968 BLT 2/
continued embarking aboard ARG/SLF ALFA shippiug. Operatinnal
control (OPCON) of BLT 2/l was passed from CG ITI MAF to OTR
79 at 020600H and OPCON of BLT 2/l was passed from CTF 79 to
CTG 79.4 at the same time. Embarkation of BLT 2/l was completed
at O40810H and all ARG/SLF ALFA ships departed RVN for Subic
Bay, R. P, The USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2), with CTG 79,l embarked,
arrived in Subic Bay on 6 January. Vehicles and personnel
were debarked and a ten day REHAB/TRNG period commenced immed-
iately. During the period 6 Jan-13 Jan CTG 79.4 and his staff
supervised and coordinated the BLT 2/l REHAB/TRNG Program and
planned for HILw TOP XIX, an amphibious training exercise which
was to be conducted in the Zambales Training Area in Subic Bay.,

On 13 January CG III MAF requested ARG/SLF ALFA return
to I CTZ waters as soon as possible and not later than 17
January. COMSEVENTHFLT concurred in therequest and an immediate
re=embarkation of BLT 2/, commenced. Colonel B. F. MEYERS
r~1". .d Colonel J. A. CONWAY as CTG 79.l on 1l Januery in an
informal ceremony. CTG 79.L, with staff planners from TG
79.4/76.l4, departed for RVN by aircraft on 1 Jenuary in order
- to attend a planning conference at the III MAF Command Post:.
HILL TOP XIX was cancelled and all ARG/SLF ALFA ships were
underway for RVN by 15 January. On 15 January CTG 79.l, with
the planning staffs of TG 79.4/76.4, made liaison visits with
the 3D MARDIV at Dong Ha and with the 26th Marines at Khe Ssnh.
COMSFVENTHFLT issued an initiating directive for Operation
BALLISTIC ARMMR at 1523187Z. The USS IWO JIMA, with TG 79.}
embarked, arrived in the I CTZ waters late in the evening of
16 Januury.

Because of the tense situation ashore during the Vietnamese
New Year Celebration (TET), ARG/SLF ALFA was directed to
remain off the coast of northern I CTZ, beyond visible range,
and be prepared to reinforce any one of a number of possible
areas of employment in the event of & NVA/VC attack,

On 22 January CG III MAF requested ARG/SLF ALFA conduct
an amphibious operation to land BLT 2/) by helicopter at Camn
Evens in Thua Thien Province in ofder to provide secruity for
the Camp, Within two hours and twenty minutes the first wave
of sixteen helicopters was airborne and enroute to Camp Fvans
as Operetion BALLISTIC ARMOR commenced. An increasing volume
of enemy ground fire and pilot fatigue caused the heliicopter
1ift to cease late at night and to resume st first light on
23 January. CLF reported to CATF that BLT 2/ (=) was firmly
established ashore as of 231130H. ARG/SLF ALFA remained in
support of operations ashore during the follow-on operation,
NEOSHO 1I,

On 2l January ARG/SLF ALFA received a request to reconsti-
tute SLF ALFA and to conduct an awphibious operation in the
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3D MARDIV ares as soon &s possible. COMSEVENTHFLT issued an .
initiating directive for Operation FORTRESS ATTACK at 26160L7Z .
OPCON of BLT 2/4 (-) was passed to CTG 79.4 at 261200H and
re-embarkation of BLT 2/l was completed at 261830H, five hours
and fifteen minutes after it haed begun. Operation FORTRESS .
ATTACK commenced at 270930H with the landing of leading
elements of BLT 2/l in the 9th Marines Area of Operations.
CTG 79.4 reported selected elements of SLF ATFA were firmly
established ashore and simultaneously passed OPCON of BLT
2/4 (=) to CG III MAF at 271500,

ARG/SLF ALFA remained in support of operations ashore
during the remainder of the month of January.

SECRET=-NOF ORN
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PART III
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

2 Jan 1968 CTG 79.4 received OPCON of BLT 2/L4 at 020600H
from CG III MAF and passed OPCON of BLT 1/3 to
CG TIII MAF the same date/time.

Ref: CG 3D MARDIV 031535Z JAN 66
ADMINO ITI MAF Oh15047 JAN 68
CTG 79.4 050601Z JAN 68

£ Jan 1968 Major W. L. LANG Jr., 9th MAR Ordnance Officer; and
9th MAB Ordnance Team dep&alrted.

8 Jan 1968 Cept C. B. COX,9th MAB Staff Legal Officer, and
Capt H. L., LADUCA Jr., 9th MAB Log0,aboard for
liaison visit.

9 Jan 1968 Capt C. B. COX and Capt H. J. LADUCA Jr. departed.

11 Jan 1968 Colonel B. F. MEYERS revorted aboard as relief for
Colonel J. A. CONWAY. .
Capt R. D. LANE and Capt S. S. McMATH, 9th MAB Legal
Officers,aboard to conduct an Article 32 Investigation.

13 Jan 1968 ARG/SLF ALFA was directed to return to RVN as soon
as possible to be employed in the 3D MARDIV Area of
Operations.

Ref: CG III MAF 13025,47Z JAN 68
COMSEVENTHFLT 130612Z JAN 68

1y Jan 1968 Colonel B, F. MFYFRS relieved Colonel J. A. CONWAY
as CTG 79.4. Auth CG, 9th MABR Ltr0 11/jbb 1320 of
5Jané8.
Colonel J, A, CONWAY departed for duty as Asst Cof®
G=3, 9th MAB. Auth CG 9th MAB msg 1001237 Jan 68,
Colonel B, F. MEYFRS, CTG 79.4, and Staff planners
from TG 79.4/76.4 departed for IIT MAF Headquarters
for planning conference.

15 Jan 1968 CTG 79.4 end planning staff made lisisor visit to
3D MARDIV at Dong Ha and 26th MNarinues at he Sanh, as
requested by ACofS G=3, 3D MARD.V, and returaed te Dong
Ha, 3D MARDIV Headquarters(Fwd).

Ref: COMSEVENTHFLT 1523182 JAN 68

ENCLOSURE (1)
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16 Jan 1968

17

18

19

20
21

22

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

1968

1968

1968

1968
1968

1968

CTG 79.4 end planning staff made lisison visit to

1st Marines, returned to Dong Ha, and then to
USS VALLEY FORGE tor liaison visit with CTG 79.5.

CTG 79.4 end planning Staff returned to IWO JIMA
from in-country liaison visit.
CTG 79.4 end planning Staff made a liaison visit to

3D MARDIV Headquarters,
cdr. L. J. McDONALD, 9th MAB Chaplain, arrived and

departed on liaison visit,

CTG 79.4 established liaison with 3D MARDIV by

voice from 1st AmTracBn CP concerning possible
employment areas.

LtCol J. F. CONLON, ProvServBn X0, aboard for liaison
visl:

TG 79.4 S-3A to 3D MARDIV for lialson visit concern-
ing possible employment areas.

CTG 79.4 and TG 79.4 S=3 to 3D MARDIV for liaison ViSito.

CTG 79.4, TG 79.4 S=3, TG 79.4 S-2, and representa-
tives from BLT 2/l and HMM=361 made a liaison visit
to III MAF Headquarters,

Capt R. D. LANE, Capt S. S. McMATH and LtCol J. F.
CONLON departed.

CTG 79.4, TG 79.4 S=3 and TG 79.L4 S-2 attended III
MAF briefing with CTF 76. :

CG III MAF, LtGen CUSHMAN; CG 1ST MARDIV, MajGen
ROBERTSON; and CG 1ST MAW, MajGen ANDERSON aboard for
liaison visit and luncheon.

Received a request to employ ARG/SLF ALFA in the
vicinity of Camp Evans,

Ref: CG III MAF 220400Z JAN 68

TG 79.4 Executive Officer and TG 79.4 FSC to 1lst
Marines to coordinate BLT 2/4 landing and relief of
First Bn, Ninth Marines at Camp Evans.

Commenced Operation BALLISTIC ARMOR.

Ref: CTG 79.4 2205302 JAN 68
COMSEVENTHFLT 2205362 JAN 68
CTG 79.l4 221112Z JAN 68
CTG 76.4 2214146Z JAN 68
CTG 79.L 221526Z JAN 68
CTG 79.l 221526Z JAN 68
TAB D, PART IV
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23 Jan 1968

2l; Jan 1968

26 Jan 1968

27 Jan 1968
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CTG 79.4, TG 79.4 FSC and TG 79.4 8=2 to BLT 2/L4
CP and 1st Marines to coordinate landing

of remainder of BLT 2/L.

CLF reported the landing force firmly established
eshore at 231121H.

Ref: CTG 79.4 230305Z JAN 68

Selected elements of the SLF (BLT 2/i(=)) were
chopped to CG III MAF at 231130H.

Ref: ©€G III MAF 2215442 JAN 68
CPG 76.4 230315Z JAN 68
CTG 79.4 2303447 JAN 68
CG 1ST MARDIV 24,0258Z JAN 68

CTG 79.4 anc T3 T79.l Staff members made a lisison
visit to 1lst Marines and BLT 2/4.

CTG 79.4 and TG 79.4 Staff members made a liaison
visit to 1st Marines, BLT 2/}, and 3D MARDIV.

Capt W. J. BIEN, ProvServBn, arrived and departed on
liaison visit.

CTG 79.4 briefed CTG 76.4 and Staff on proposed move
of BLT 2/4.

OPCON of RBLT 2/L(-) wes passed to CG Task Force X=Ray
at 252001E JAN 68.

Ref: CG 1ST MARDIV 2413452 JAK 68

Commenced re-embarkation of BLT 2/4 at 261315H,
Received initiating directive on Operation FORTRESS
ATTACK.

Ref: COMSEVERNTHFLT 251604Z JAR 68

CG III MAF passed OPCON of BLT 2/4(=-) to CTG T9.4
at 261200H.

Ref: €G III MAF 251626Z JAN 68
Completed the re-embarkation of BLT 2/4 at 261830H,
BLT 2/4's tank platoon and AmTrac PLT landed at
Cua Viet at the vequest of CG III MAF, '
Ref: CG III MAF 261750A JAN 68
Commenced Operation FORTRESS ATTACK.
Ref: CTG 79.4 261350Z JAN 68
8 ENCLOSURE (1)
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TG 79.l4 Tiasison Team to 9th Marines CP. CTG 794
reported selected elements of SLF ALFA firmly
established ashore and chopped BLT 2/Li{=) to

CG III MAF at 271500H.

Ref: CTG 76,4 270736Z JAN 68

CTG 79.4 2712052 JAN 68
CG III MAF 280224z JAN 68
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PART IV

CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

7+~ CG 3DMARDIV 031535Z JAN 68

“2-ADMINO IIT MAF 0415042 JAN 68

~J3- CTG 7.l 0506012 JAN 68

- #-CG III MAF 1302542 JAN 68

< - COMSEVENTHFLT 130612Z JAN 68

v ¢-COMSEVENTHFLT 1523182 JAN 68

* 7-CG III MAF 220400Z JAN 68

~7- CTG 76.4 2205302 JAN 68

" 7- COMSEVENTHFLT 220536Z JAN 68

T /0-CTG 79.4 2211122 JAN 68

" #1- CG 3DMARDIV 22116 JAN 68

/2. CTG 76.&2215262 JAN 68 - Al ofrrnng ~rc
“75.CG IIT MAF 22154),Z JAN 68

“4-CTG 7' .4 2303052 JAN 68

" 1= CTG 76,4 230315Z JAN 68

“/%- €TG 79.4 2303442 JAN 68

¥ /7- CG 3DMARDIV 2,0258Z JAN 68

/- CG 1STMARDIV 213452 JAN 68

“ /.06 III MAF 2415407 JAN 68

‘0- COMSEVENTHFLT 251604Z JAN 68

"4/ CG III MAF 2516@@2 JAN 68
“2a- CG III MAF 260750Z JAN 68

723- CTG 79.4 2613502 JAN 68
w24 CTG 76,4 270736Z JAN 68
Y25 CTG 2712052 JAN 68 |

<2¢- CG IIT MAF 2802247 JAN 68
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TAR v

TAB i’
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BLT 1/3 JOMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1=2 JAN 1948

BLT 2,74 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-31 JAN 1968

HMM=361 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1 JAN=10C FEB 1963

CTG 79.4 After Acticn Report Operation BALLISTIC

ARMOR/NEOSHO 11,

11
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E TMREE nuMFUP §244 2 CR&T - ° T T T
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Subj: Ccwbat After Action Report, Operation piAl.LILTIC
ARMOR/NEOSHO II.

i Encl: (1) Commander Task Group 79.l4, After Action Report,
""" oOperation BALLISTIC ARMOR/NEOSHO II iz -o¢is.<¥
{2). BL™ 2/, After Action Repcrt, Operation
e ; BALLISTIC ARMOR/NEOSHO II,6 z2-2&ida. «p
| . ’kz)v HMM=361, After Action Report, Operation
! ' BALLISTIC ARMOR/NEOSHO II, 4:u4¢¢ ¥
! {l4) . Operations Overlay, BALLISTIC ARMOR
|

| 1. Enclosure (1) contains the Commander Task Group 79.4's
i- After Action Report for Operation BALLISTIC ARMOR/NEOSHO II.

2. Fnclosures (2) tnrsugh (4) amplify enclosure (1),

Bkutre F.,
DISTRIRUTION:
Covny #
™G 79.!' Cmd Chronology 1=15
CG 9th MAB 16=40
CTG 76,4 Lh1=43
COMNAVFORV Iy
' CTG 79.5 L5
. HMI 361 L6
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COMBAT AFTER AQTION RI PORT. NPERATINN RATLLISTIC ARMOR/NEOSFO I1

Map reference: VIFTNAM, 1:57 900 AMS Series L7014 Sheets
6hli2 I, 6542 FIi, 6641 1 and &5y v

1, CENFIAL

a. “rveratior T“ALLTSTIC ARMOR was a unilateral smphib=
ious cperaticr. using helicovters to land the Landing Force.
The overaticn included suprort of a follow-on "in csuntry"
operaticn. Inclusive dates of BALLISTIC ARMOE were 22-26
Januarv 1968. The operation was conducted in accordance N
with NWP=22(B), '

b. Operation NFOSFO II was a continuing search and
destroy overation being conducted by the lst Marines ir RN
THUA THIFN ®rovirce ncrthwest of the city of HUE, RLT /. {-) i
was under the overational control of the CO 1st Marines
during their participation in this overation. BLT 2/

(=) was given a mission of providing security for CAMP
EVANE (vie YDS34315) while one comoany remained in I Corps
Reserve, embarked aboard ARG/SLF shivping.

¢. Operatiocn BALLISTIC APMOR/NFOSFO IT was e-~nducted
in the PHNONG DIFN District of THUA THITN Province.

~

/v

d. The ~veraticn commenced with the landing of BLT
2/Li{=) by helicooter at 221530F, Overational Control of
BLT 2/Li(=-) was vassed to GG III MAF at 231130V,

e. The Commander, Task Groupo 79.4, embarked aboard
ARG/SLY shivwing, retaired »peraticnal control of HVM-361
and provided helicovter, medical and limited legistie supoort
for BLT 2/ during overation NEOSFO II.

— 4y v
e o

f, QOveration PALLISTIC ARNOR was terminated by the
Commander,; U, 5. Seventh Fileet on 26 January 1968,

el Y

2, TAZK OPGANIZATION

a, Operation BALLISTIC ARMOR

,
T O A;,u/ ¥

Task Group 79.4 Colonel B, F. MIYERS <
LT e/ LtCol W, WEISF

EMi=361 LtCol D, M, WILSON

ENCLOSURF (1)
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b, Operation NEOSHO II

-
.

Task Group 79.4 Colonel B. F., MEYERS
HMM=361 LtCol D. M. WILSON
3. INTELLIGENCF .
a, Terrain, The ‘mohibious “hicotive fonn (A A) 1is
locat~d in the rolline hills and Lot niair Sousl and
vt T the Seng " 0 a0 Tiver,  fhe Sonp O Tau Piver

urtoeet tn east through the wi'dle of the ANA. Dralnage
ls lrom the west t. the east on the flat plains. The
hills are cocvered with suort elephant grass to secondary
forest in the AOA and the area immediately surrounding the
ADA. The most promircnt terrain feature in the viecinity
is Bill 674 which ove:r innVe +ha AQA.

b, Fnemy Situation,

(1) General. Tntellirenre prior to the operation
irdicated that there were no larce enemy units in or
around the immediate area that the RLT was to occuoy. .
Combined strergtn of the enemy units in the general arca
was 8000 to 10,000 NVA troops with supovorting elements.

(2) Order of Battle.

UNIT LOCATION STR¥FNGTH WFAPONS
Sth Regt Base srenm 101 2,500 unknown
Gth Regt Base area 11l 2,500 Unknown
9th Regt Base area 101 2,500 Unknown

Lo MISSION,

a, BALLISTIC APMN=  As directed by COMSFVENTTRLY
1523187 Jan 68 (In® idting virecrive ) the missior assigned
to CATF and CTLF war 15 "coniue 4 seareh and cectray amnhibious
operation against VC/NVA forceo .. ' ol iauy obh feetl ive
area in QUANG TRI Province of I C'%v or ouucy overstions as
arreed unnr with CG IIT MAF or his designated reoresentative."

. PYARED TT 0 A8 nUtus i v ar reed betwecr " apd

(o T g leatet e lements of SLF ".FA were chobped to CG ITI
MAE, CATF rem:ined in sunnort af soerations ashore,

5. (ONCFPT IF QVFram:

2, Operation PALT i "I '®MOR was to be n uriilateral
amohibious ovperatisn conducted against VC/NVA forces loer +ed
near CAMP FVANS (vie 53L315) northwest of the city of KUE

2
FNCLY R+ (1)

& CPET=NOFOQRN
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(see operations overlay, enclosure (Li) to the basic letter),
The operation was to be conducted in two phases,

SECRFT-NOFCEN

(1) Phese T was to o o clie nbeveborne
amphibious landing of three 10 ¢ . ow o | o dn,, Ytry
W/3/12, and the iicta Msmmand Croup into LY Lemon (YD534315)
and be prepared i effcct the relief of the 1lst Battalion,
9th Marines ar t assumeresosrisibility for the security
of CAMP FVa-: . the remaipine units nf the BLT were tobe
prepared tc iand by elither heliccoier cr assault craft
as directed,

(2) Phase II was to be an amphibious withdrawal
of BLT 2/4(-) from RVN soil to the ARG/SLF shivpvping.

b, TG 76.4/79.l4 were to provide helicopter and lim=-
ited logistic support to BLT 2/l during any follow-on
operations ashore,

6. FXECUTION,

a. BALLISTIC ARMOR.

(1) Operation BALLISTIC ARMOR was executed in
accordance with CTG 76.l Operaticn Order 317-68 and CTG
79.4 OP PLAN 120A-(YP) suovlemented by CTF 79.L frag orders
for operations in the amnhibinus cbjective area,

(2) The Tritisr®ap Directive was issued by
COMSEVENTHFI %' priocr to & ~accific objective being
assigned in order to allow the ARG/SLF to assume a quick
reaction posture. This quick reaction capsbility was
specifically required during the tense period just prior
toc the TET (Vietnamese New Year) Celebration,

(3) At 221245H CATF and CLF received a request
for a proposed amohibious landing of ARG/SLF AIFA at
CAMP EVANS,

(4) CATF, in coordination with CLF, oromulgated
a provosed AOA for the overation at 221330H,

(5) At 221419 concurrence was received from
COMSFVENTHFLT on the proposed amphibious operation.

(6) At 221420E CATF, in conrdination with CLF,
submitted the concept of operations and requested that an

"in country" commander be designated to control all
supporting arms in the AOA.

ENCLOSURE (1)

SECRET-NOFORN
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(7) The first helicontcr wave departed the USS ‘
IWO JIMA at 221505H and touch. - 5.1 in the landing zone n

at 221530K.

(8) Helicopter operations were secured at 222237H i
due to excessive flyimg hours for the pilots coupled with .
darkness and receipt of enemy small arms, automatic weapons Ri
and R0 caliber machine gun fire. '

(9) Helicoptéﬁ vperations were resumed at 230730H
and the remainder of BLT 2/4(-) was landéd at CAMP EVANS.

(10) BLT 2/L4(-) was chopped to CG III MAF at 231130F,
end TG 76.4L/79.4 remained iu suvuort of operations ashore,

b. NFOSHO II. During this “in country" operation, C
TG 79.4 provided helicopte., melicel, and limited logistic e
support for BLT 2/4(-). o

¢c. Phase II of Operation BALLIRTIC ARMOR commenced at
261315H. The amphibious withdrewal was comoleted and all
BLT 2/ units, less one securitv scuad were s*oard ARG/SLF
AIFA shipping by 261830H. nmm=3el, . 150 iy four: .
CH-46 helicopters, lifted iwo rifle ccmnanies, a sevarate
platoon, and the Alfa Commauu uroup to ARG/:SLF ships while

one company (~), a wortar oattery and three 106mm

recoilless rifle =c-.ions were withdrawn from RVN by assault ’

craft,

7. RESULTS. =r crnclosures (c) and (3).

8. COMMANDER ': ANAIVSIS. 7This analysis is limited to
matters at the 1G (9.4 leiel, +re BLT and HMM Commander's
analysus are included in their reports, enclosures (2)

and (3) respectively.

o Pla!gine °

(L) On 13 Januarv 19~0, GG TIII MAF requested that
AhG/L L ALrA eyt short their training/rehabilitation period
and vioceew to RVF as sonr as pnssible. COMSEVENTHFLT
concurred with the request and (TG 79.Lh,with planning staff
and renresentatives of CTG 76.l,returned to RVN in order to
attend briefings and planning conferences on 1l Tan 1968,

(2) The "in country’ situation was trnse and .
CTG 79.L4 was informed to vrepare for possiblc employment
at any one of a number of possible areas.

L
ENCLOSURE (1) .
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(3) Concurrent planning was conducted by TG 79.4
and TG 76,4 staffs in order to accomplish as much advance
planning as was possible without being assigned a specific
objective.

{4) CTG 79,4 and various members of his staff made
daily liaison visits with members of the 3d MAR DIV staff
for updating of the situation as it existed ssh»-re prior to
the operation.,

{5) Due tc the nature of situatior -rd ihe
uncertainty of a specific area ¢f emplovmen. r
special arrangemenrs were made for area studic- special
intelligence studies and aerial photographs. (urrent
intelligence information was acquired on a daiiv basis
by attending 3d MAR DIV intelligence briefinge.

{6) Radic frequencies were obtained or a tenta=-
tive basis but the Cocmmunication Opera*ting In:ztruction
(COI) was not published prior to the operati-n.

(7) Tenative arrangements were made for augmen -
ted helicopter support in the form of armed UH-1F ‘s
for helc escort and CH=53's or CH=lj6's for heavy lift
requirementa,

(8) Due to the rapid reactinr re airev--t%, no
prior lcpisticas liaison was conducted. CTG 79.L OP PLAN
120A~{YR) provided immediate logistic instructions for use
during *he operation, The CAMP EVANS LSA had teen used by
SLF RLT's in orevious operations and - was determined that
resupply suppcrt would originate fror. there.

(9) Arrangements were mac~ with the lst Marines
to assume resoonsibility for fire .upvort ccordination
during the amphibious operation,

(10) The AOA was discussed, agreed upon, and
command relationships were finalized,

{11) Fstablishment of a SIF liaison team with the

"in enurtrr" commander whe vand A ~rise OPCON of PLT 2/), was
dicc. i
t12) Additlionali vlanning conferences were atternded
by CTG 777Gy and varicus sisff officers throughout the
poere sd dupirs Joacrabior DAL 0 TR TR0y T
bo 7 aemand Celatlonsbins,

vL) Operation BALLISTIC APMOR was a unilateral

s

Cwh L)
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amphibious cperation with command relatinonshivs in accordance '
with NWP-22(B). Responsibility for control and coordination

of supporting arms was passed to an "in country"

commander during the ship to shore movement., CLF reported

the Landing Force firmly established ashore on 23 January.,

OPCON of BLT 2/L(~-) was chopped to an "in country" commander .
during the operation.

SECRET-NOFORN

. (2) At 231130H CTG 79.l4 chopped OPCON of RLT 2/4 (=)
to CG III MAF (CTG 79.L 2203447 Jan 68), CG IIT MAF simultan-: - -
eously passed OPCON cf PLT 2/4(-) to CG 3d MAF DIV (G III MAF
221°Lh7 Jan 6B8) and CG 3d MAR DIV chopoed OPCON of BLT 2/i(-)

to tne CO 1st Marines concurrentiy. OPCON of HMM-361 remained
under CTG 79.L during Operaticn BALLTSTIC ARMOR/NFOSHO II.
Operation BALLISTIC ARMOR was terminated on 26 January and

OPCON of RLT 2/l(=) was returned to CTG 79.4 at 261200H

(CG 1II MAF 2516267 Jan 68),

¢, Enemy Contact. There was no significant contact
during the amphibious landing of BLT 27 /-‘ into the
CAMP EVANS area. HMM=-361 helicopters received licht to
moderate small arms, automatic weapons and,50 caliber ‘
machine gun fire during the hours of darkness on 22 January.

d, Supporting Arms,

A (1} Twc UH1E (armed) helicopters providedmefPBroach and .
retirement lane escort during the troop 1ift. No other supnsrti
arms were plantiéd for or used during the ship to shore movement.

(2) All suvporting arms were the responsibility
of the lst Marines F&CC,

€. mglsticso

(i; To vreovide the necessary crordination nf
suoplv supocrt for the BLT, the Shore Party Detachment
was assigned t» the CAMP® FVANS ISA under the supervision
of the 1lst Marines,

(2) The three rifle companies. 106mm RR Pit, 8lmm
mortar plt and the L.2" mortar battery landed with a class
V prescribed load of B/A nlus 1=-D0OA. This quantity of
ammunition proved to be excessive for the overation. An
adequate class V suonly was already on hand in the CAMP EVANS

LSA, .

(3) No major logistic problems existed,

ENCLOSUPRE (1) .
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(4) The USS IWO JIMA was designated the Primary
Casualty Evacuation Receiving Station.

(5) No maintenance prchlems were incurred during
the operation.

f. Casualty Repurting. Casualty reporting was conducted
in accordance with current directives. The 9th MAB CRCC-AIFA
was located abcard the USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2), which was des-
ignated the Primary Casualty Evacuati-n Receiving Ship. BLT
2/ and TG 79-4 casualty revreser ' ative ¢ were positioned at
"A"™ Co. 3d Medical Bn  hu Bai, “%% t+. ooiizct and pass on to
the 9th MAB 00 ATFA  infrorreticn cf lvecial Landing Force
ALFA casualt.e-

Casualty Recapitulation

a. Friendly

KIA  WIA WIANF NON-HOSTILF
BLT 2/) T T I 0
HMM =361 0 0 0 0
AN ITTANCE 0 6] 0 0
TOTAL 0 3 1 0

b. Fnemy¥%
KIiA WIA(Probable) P DFTAINEES
6 7 0 1

g, Civic Action. No civic actisn vrogram war c oanducted due
to the ares of operation and the onerati-nal commitments.

h. IS0, A photogravher and journalist were sent ashore
with BLT 2/ to provide informational services coverage,

i, Communications,

(1) ©Gommiaric: .1ons were established in accordance with
S PG e e ay i 20-47 ard with the 00T issued separately.
Y messare center vus maintained afloat in conjunctinn with the

1SS IVe JITA Naval Communicaticns Center with CTG 79,4 assuming
comrunicatinns guard for BLT 2/L4 and HMM=361, The following nets
were entered cr established during operation BALT.ISTIC ARMOR/
NFCOSHO IT1.

(a) III MAF mAQ #2

CTG 79.1, enftered this net (RATT, Orestes, 60 WPM)
and maintained direct ¢ smmunicatinng with 111 FMAW and 3d Mar Div.

AV amen ’ o aorow e Mede e s and
'

H ‘pivr;
SLORETLNATORN
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(b) 3RD MAR DIV TAC #1
CTG 79.l entered this net maintaining covered
(Nestor) communicatiors with 3rd Marine Division.

SECRET-NOFORN

(¢) SLF TAC #1i
{1} CTG 79.l; estabiished a net with liaison

perscnnel in the field. An AN/MRC-110 radioc jeeo with a secure
voice cavability was placed at CAMP EVAXS which relayed traffic
to battalion persornel and to a Med Rep lccated at Alfa Med,
Phu Bai. This net was used for situation, spot; casuelty and
administrative reporting. as well as being used for Med-Evac
requests.

(2) During the initial landing a number of
problems were encountered with the frequencies allocated. One
of the problems was mutual interference, as frequencies assign-
ed to TG 79.4 were being used by units operating in the same
area., Most prcblems were encountered because of the urgency
of the landing, which precluded vroper frequency assignment and
coordination. Communications during the operation ranged from
very good to fair.

9. The following comments are included on the subordinate
commsander'’s combat after action reports:

a, BLT 2/l After Action Report (enclosure 2):

(1) P>arapgraph 13 concerns the establishment of an
"emergency radic frequency block" that would be availsble
for each area that was beinpg considered for BLT emoloyment.
Tperationally the recommendation is sound and wcould alleviate
marv of the oroblems encountered during the initial stages of
this operation. Fowever, in reality, the VHF frequency
spectrum is so crowded throughout I CTZ that no frequencies
exist that are available for assignment toc the recommended
"emerrency block". Mutual interference among radios and
frequency coordination continue to be major prcblem areas
for SLF operations.

b. HMM-361 After Action Report {(enclosure 3). None.

G ®

FNCLOSURF (1)
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PART 1

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1. Designation Command er
Task Group 79.4 Colonel B. F. MEYERS

1-29 Fetruary 1968

SUBORDINATE UNITS

BLT 2/4
1-29 Fetruary 1968 LtCol W. WEISE
1-29 Fetruary 1968
HMM -3 61
1-10 February 1968 LtCol D. M, WILSON
1-10 February 1968
HMM -3 63
10-29 February 1968 LtCol F., E. ALLGOOD

10-29 Fetruary 1968

ATTACHED UNITS
NONE '

1-29 February 1968 USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)
1-29 February 1968

USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7)
1-29 February 1968

USS COMSTOCK (LSD-19)
1-29 February 1968

USS WEXFORD CTY (LST-1168)
1-29 February 1968

3. Staff Off icers
Executive Officer LtCol P. W SIMPSON
1-29 February 1968

Adjutant/S-1 lstLt J. C. SMITH
1-29 February 1968

S-2 Capt W. N. FOWLER
1-19 February 1968

Capt B. J. BORCHELT
20-29 Febtruary 1968 ‘

DECLASSIFIED
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Asst S5-2/Aer ial Observer Capt J. A. HATCHETT
1-29 February 1968

s-3 LeCol J. ERWIN
2-29 February 1968

Asst S-3 Maj G. F. WARREN
1-17 February 1968

Mat1 R. G. LEIDICH
18-29 February 1968

Alr Officer Maj J. M. BARNHART
15-29 February 1968

Fire Support Coord inator Maj R. M. BLACK
1-29 February 1968

S -4 Capt P. J. SAMUELS
1-29 February 1968

Communications Off ic er Capt L. M. ZWICK
1-19 February 1968

Maj W. B. LUDWICK
20-29 February 1968

Average Monthly Scrength

usMc USN
OFF  ENL OFF  ENL
Hq, Task Group 79.4 10 26 0 0
BLT 2/4 63 1652 8 88
HMM -3 61 45 156 1 3
HMM-363 45 162 1 3

SECRET -NOFORN
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PART II .

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

SECRET-NOFORN

As the month of February began,the majority of BLT 2/4(-) (Command
Group ALFA, Companies E, F, and G) were OPCON to the Fourth Marines
participating in Operation LANCASTER TI. H/3/12 was located at Dong
Ha and W/3/12 was located at A-3. Both artillery batteries were under
OPCON of 2/12. Co H and lst Plt, Co A, 5th AT Bn were OPCQN to the
Ninth Marines participating in Operation KENTUCKY. 1st P1lt, Co A,
5th Tank Bn was OPCON to BLT 3/1 participating in Operation SALINE.
4th Plt, Co B, lst AmTrac Bn was OPCON to 1st AmTrac Bn participating
in Operation NAPOLEON. HMM-361 continued in support of CTG 79.4.

The month of February was characterized by marginal weather con-
ditions causing reduction in the amount of helicopter support which
could be provided.

During the evening hours of 6-9 Fet the IWO JIMA acted as Helo
Haven for Marble Mountain CH-53's. During the period when the IWO JIMA
was absent from the vicinity of the Cua Viet River mouth med evac
responsibility for BLT 2/4(-) was assumed by CG Third MarDiv.

On 10 Feb the exchange of HMM-361 to Marble Mountain and HMM-363
to CTG 79.4 began. The move was completed on 11 Feb. HMM-363 began
day and night pilot carrier quals on 11 Feb.

During the month of February BLT 2/4(-) provided security for the
Khe Gio Bridge and the bridge at YD 043566; conducted road security
along Route Nine between Khe Gio Bridge ane YD 043566; provided a
reactionary force for the defense of Camp Carroll; and.conducted .
extensive patrolling and ambush activities to deny the enemy access to
the area south of the Cam Lo River.

Helicopter recap for the month of February is as follows:
A. HMM-361 (1-9 Feb)

Sorties Hours Passengers Cargo(tons) Tasks Medevac

524 188.7 991 33.1 171 38
B. HMM-363 (10-29 Feb)

Sorties Hours Passengers Cargo(tons) Tasks Medevac

1623 690 2894 130.5 846 63
C. TOTAL (1-29 Feb)

Sorties Hours Passengers Cargo(tons) Tasks Medevac

2147 878.7 3885 163.6 1017 101

During the month of February 1968 HMM~-361 and HMM-363 flew in sup-
port of BLT 2/4 in Operations FORTRESS ATTACK, LANCASTER II, KENTU‘,
SALINE and NAPOLEON.

ARG/SLF ALFA remained in support of operations ashore during the
month of February 1968.

4 SECRET ~-NOFORN
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PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

HMM-361 completed offlcading at 1105 and OPCON chopped
to CG First MAW effective 101200H Feb 68. Elements of
HMM-363 (Commanded by LtCoi F. E. ALLGOOD) reported
aboard IWO JIMA for duty with TG 79.4 at 1345. OPCON
chopped trom CG First MAW to CTG 79.4 at 101200H Feb 68.

Ref: (TG 79.4 1013362 FEB 68
HMM-363 10144472 FEB 68
CI1G 79.4 1101252 FEB 68

Maj R. G LEIDICH reported for duty as relief for Maj
G. F. WARREN, Asst Operations Officer.

Capt B, J. BORCHELT reporcted for duty as relief for Capt
W. N. FOWLER, Inteliigence Officer.

MajGen R. McC TOMKINS visited CTG 79.4 aboard the IWO
JIMA.

LtCol W. R, JOIINSON, 9thMAB Supply Officer, aboard in
cennection with supply matters.

LtCol W. R. JOHNSON departed.

Maj W. B. LUDWICK reported for duty as relief for Capt
L. M. ZWICK, Communications Officer.

Maj J. M. BARNHART reported for duty as Air Off icer.

Liaison/Advance Party personnel exchanged between H/2/4
at Cam Lo and L/3/9 at Ca Lu.

Ref: CTG 79.4 1610052 FEB 68

Exchange of H/2/4 and L/3/9 delayed due to inclement
weather.

One platoon and Command Group exchanged between H/2/4 and
L/3/9 before inclement weather suspended troop shuttle.
Commenced SAR for CH-53 helo presumed lost at sea 20
miles east of Hue/Phu Bai radial 092.

SAR cancelled with negative resuits.

Exchange of H/2/4 from Cam Lo to Ca Lu and L/3/9 from

Cau Lu to Cam Lo completed. Fourth Marines assumed OPCON
of H/2/4 from Ninth Marines effective 251300H. Fourth
Marines passed CPCON of H/2/4 to Third Battalion, Ninth
Marines effective 251300H.

Ref: Fourth Marines 2507382 FEB 68
Ninth Marines 250831Z FEB 68

5 SECRET -NOFORN
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lstlLt T. E. TANZEY, member 3thMAB Inspector party, a@rd
for administrative inspection of BLT 2/4 and HMM-363.

Maj J. R. CATON, 9thMABR EMBARKO, aboard for liaison
visit.

SECRET -NOFORN

26 Feb 1968 Maj J R. CATION departed.

28 Feb 1968 LtCol G. H. BENSKIN, 9thMAB ACofS G-1; Maj R. C. FAGERTY.
CO0, HqCo, 9thMAB; and Capt H. W. HIGGINS, 9thMAB
Adjutant, aboard for liaison visit.
Operat ion NAPLOEON/SALINE terminated. Operation SALINE
IT commenced.

Ref: CG Third MarDiv 29008302z FEB 68
29 Feb 1968 LtCol T. H. BURKE, CO, ProvServBn, 9thMAB, aboard for
liaison visit.

LtCol G. H. BENSKIN, Capt H. W. HIGGINS, and lstLt T. E.
TANZEY departed.
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PART IV

SECRET-NOFORN

CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPOGRTING DOCUMENTS
TAB A ~ CTG 79.4 101356Z FEB 68
HMM-363 101444Z FEB 68
CTG 79.4 110L25Z FEB 68
CIG 79.4 161005Z FEB 68 . ..,
FOURTH MARINES 2507382 FEB 68
NINTH MARINES 250831Z FEB 68

CG 3D MARDIV 29%0830Z FEB 68

TAB B » BLT 2/4 COMMAND CHROLOLOGY 1-29 FEB 1968
TAB C - . . HMM-363 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 11-29 FEB 68
7 SECRET-NOFORN
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HEADQUARTERS
Task Group 79.4
FPO San Francisco 96602
3/RGL/der
SER: 003A11368
22 April 1968

SECREI-NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1)

From: Commander
To: Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Srigade

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 to 31 March 1968

Ref: (a) .HCO 5750.2
(b) FriFPacO 5750.8
(e) Brigo 5750.1c

Encl: (1) Commander Task Group 79.4 Command Chronology

1. Enclosure (1) is submitted in accordance with references

(a), {b), and (c).

PAUL R. FIELDS
DISTRIBULION:
Copy #

CG 9th HAB™ 1.2
CG lst MarDiv
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SECRET-NOFORN
Lo ‘ . PART I
o ORGANIZATTONAL DATA |
1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER
Task Group 79.4 Colonel B. F, MEYERS
o 1-31 March 1968
SUBORDINATE UNITS .
BL 2/% - | LtCol W. WEISE
1-31 march 1968' : 1-31 Harch 1968
mm-363 . LtCol F. E. ALLGOUD
1-31 March 1968 1-25 March 1968
Maj D. W. HOFFERT
26~31 March 1968
ATTACHED UNITS
‘Rone
2. LOCiTION USs IW0 JIMA (LPH-Z)
1.31 March 1968 1-31 March 1968
USS CLEVELAND (LPD-?)
1-3%1 March 1968 -
USS. COMSTOCK (LSD-1)
1-6 March 1968
USS ALAMO (1SD-33)
7-31 March 1968
USS WEXFORD CTY (LST-1168)
1-23 March 1968
USS WASHO CTY (LST-1165)
24-31 March 1968
3. STAFF OFFICERS
Executive Qfficer LtCol P. H. SIMPSON
1-24 March 1968
LtCol P. R. FIELDS
' 25-31 March 1968
Adjutant/S<1 l1stLt J. C. SHIME
1-31 March 1968
Intelligence Officer Capt B. J. BORCHELT
. 1-31 March 1968
2
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Asst Intelligence Officer/Aerial Observer Capt J. 4. HAICHEIT
1-31 March 1968

Operations Officer | LtCol J. ERWIN
: : 1-4 March 1968

LtCol L. C., WITT
5-31 March 1968

Asst Operations Officer #aj R. G. LEIDICH
| 1-31 march 1968
Pire Support Coordinator Maj R. M. BLACK
. 1-31 March 1968
Alr Offacer Maj J. M. BARNHART
. 3 o 1-31 March 1968
Logistio Officer o Capt P, J. SAMUELS
: 1.26 March 1968

¥aj R. T. MACPHERSON
27:31 March 1968

' Communications Officer Maj W. 3. LUDWICK ®
‘ : 1.31 March 1968

!;.;‘ Averag erage Mow t.m 1y Strength 7 _
H o Q!!M%Q, g_g;%
q, Task Group 79.4 10 0 0
BLT 2/4 57 1620 8 88
BU363 - w1 1 3

ENCLOSURE (1) .
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PART IT
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

.. - As the month of March began, the majority of’ BET 2/4(-) were
Opcon to the Fourth Marines participating in Operation LANCASTER II.
H/3/12 was located at Dong Ha and W/3/12 was located at Camp Carroll.
Both artillery batteries are Opcon té 3/12. 1st Plat, Co 4, 5th AT
Bn was- Opcon to the Ninth Marines participating in Operation
KENTUCKY. 1st Plat, Co A, 5th Tank Bn was Opcon to BLT 3/1 participat-
ing in Operation NAPOLEON. HMM-363 continued in support of CIG 79.4.
The month of March continued to produce marginal weather conditions
causing reduction in the amount of helicopter support which could be
provideds On 3 March in response to a verbal warning order by CG
Third MerDiv, CTG 79.4 and planning staff conducted lialson with CIG
79.5 and CO's Third and Fourth Marines to plan exchange of BLI 2/4 and
BLT 3/1 AO's. On & March BLT 2/4 and BLT 3/1 commenced exchange of
forces, Co G, H and a portion of the Comd Group moved, and exchanged
positions with two companies of BLT 3/1, the remainder of BLT exchange
to be completed on 5 March. Two companies of BLT 3/1 were helo-lifted
by HMM-363 to Camp Carroll during the initial exchange of units and AQ's,
an 5 March BLT 2/4(-) continued participation in Operation NAPOLEON/
SALINE IT and terminated participation in Operation LANCASIER II. BIT
2/4(-) assigned mission is to clear the north bank of the Cua Viet River
‘to allow safe and uninterrupted fassage from the Cua Viet River mouth to
Dong Ha, to deny the "Jones Creek drainage system (a known infiltration
route) to the énemy and to conduct szarch and destroy operations in the
assigned AO, On 6 March betwesn Ol45H and “Ol20H companies E. and. §,"in
vic of YD 306650 and YD 280667, respectively, received approximately
ninety rounds of mortar and artillery fire, followed by two significant
epemy probes initlated utilizing S/A, RPG; and machine ‘guns. Counters.. -
battery fire was called for and units alerted for ground attack en-
gaged the enocmy with S/A's resulting in eleven NVA KIA and eleven
weapons captured, This was the first significant contact in the new AQ,
The period from 7 March -~ 14 March was characterized by company
size search and destroy missions and sweeps, in the Lam Xuan (east),
Lam Xuan (west), and Nhi La areas to the north and the Vinh Quan Ha,
Vin Quon Thuong areas to the west of the #al Xal Chanh combat operating
base ostablished by BLI 2/4(-) on the Cua Viet River. Significant
contact was made in cach of these villagoes and produced large quantities
of arms and ammunition. The 4.2 inch mortar battery W/3/12 moved
from Camp Carroll to :ai Xai Chanh and relicved in place the W/2/12
battery that was in direct support of BLI 3/1. BLT 2/W's own tank and
amphibian tractor platoons were in direct support of the BLT during
this period but remained under the Opcon of the First Amtrac Battallon.
The 1lst Plat, Co A, Fifth Antitank Battallion remained under the Opeon
of Task Force “Robbie* throughout this month. Hotel Battery (H/3/12)
remained under the QOpcon of the Twelfth Marines during the month.
During the remainder of this period BLT 2/4(-) conduct aggressive pat-
rols and ambushes, maintained strong defensive positions, destroying
enemy emplacements and caches and conducted MEDCAP within the AO.

b
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PART ITI

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

‘1uarl968

5 Mar 1968
8 Mar 1968
11 Ma# 1968
24 Mar 1968

’18mv1968
| 22 Mar 1968

2l Mar 1968

27 Mar 1968

28 Mar 1968
30' Mar 1968

LtCol I. H. BURKE, CO, ProvServBn, 9th MAB, departod

LtCol L. C. WITT reported to CIG 79.4 for duty as rolief
for LtCol J. ERWIN.

%tCol .J. .ERWIN daparted for duty with 9th MiB.

Capt G. C. LARIMORE, HqCo, 9th MAB, departed.

utm.ha. P, aaiucm.' RLT 26 (Rear), departed. -

CIG 79.4 and Maj R. M. BLACK departed on 14D %o 94l MaB.
CIG 79.4 and Maj Ri M, BEACK returned from TAD.

LtCol P. R. FIELDS reported to CI‘G?Qllvas renetta-
LtCol P, H. SIMPSON.

LtCal P. B. SIAPSON departed for duty with By, 9th MiB.

Maj R. T. MACFHERSON reported to CI6 79.4 &5 nﬁ-! for
C&pt Pe du mmd -

LtCOl G. H. Bmsxm, .&CofS G—la gth m and l'tlpt .. r.

LtCol G. H. BENSKIN and 1stLt H. F., CURTIS depurtld'.-'
Col J. i. CONWAY, iCofS €-3, 9th MAB aboard for lisison

‘visit.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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PART IV
CHRONOLQGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

TAB A %~ CG THIRD MARDIV 020428Z MAR 68
2. FOURTH MARINES 0507202 M.R 68
&.” THIRD MARINES (FWD) 0509002 MAR 68
#_ " BLT 2/4 060006Z MAR 68
4.7 CG III MAF (SECT 2 OF 9) 060333Z MiR 68
4. 7 ADMINO SEVENTHFLT 1213062 MAR 68
7, 7 HMMe363 2601142 MR 68
g+~ HiM=363 2606407 HAR 68
9..” COMSEVENTHFLT 2607002 MiR 68

/0, HM-363 2708072 MAR 68

4B B BLT 2/4% GOMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-31 MARCH 19683 ﬁh‘x
jrAB C HMM=363 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-31 MARCH 1968
IAB D~ CTG ?79.4 COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORI; OPERATION

FORTRESS ATTACK/KENTUCKY/LANCASTER II/RAPOLEON/
SALINE (Coples 1-15 Only) -=e7&0a»~ - kMl §

ENCLOSURE (1)
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From: Commander
To: Commander, Task Force 7%

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation FORTRESS ATTACK/KENTUCKY/
LANCASTER II/N.APOLEON/SALINE

Encl: (1)
v (2)
Com ae (3)
@)
(5)-

Commander lask Group 73.4, after .ction Report, Operation

FORTRESS ..TT.CK/KENTUCKY/LANCASTER II/NAPOLEON/SiLINE.

BLT 2/4, ‘fter . ction Report, Operation FORTRESS STTACK 2745, . 7
Hid1-361, fter Action Report, Operation FORTRESS ATT CK. +5il ...,
H'#M-363, After .ction Report, Operation FORIRESS ATP?C&/ ' -
L/NC\STER II/NAPOLEON/SALINE , /el _ s¢ 3s <€

Operation Qverlay, FORTRESS iIT.CK T

1, Enclosure (1) contains the Commander Task Group 79.4's ifter iction
Report for Operation FORTRESS AIT/\CK/KENTUCKY/L/NCASTER II/N:POLEON/SALINE.

2. BEnclosures (2) thorugh (5) amplify enclosure (1).
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COMBAT \FTER :CTION RIPORT, OPER.TICH FORIRESS ATT.CK/XENTUCKY
L:NC .STER IT S:LINE

2a£ reference: VIETN..f, 1:50,000, :MS Series L7014 Sheets 6442 IV and
342 1.

SECRET-NOFORN

1. GENERAL

a. Operation FORTRESS .IT.CK was a unilateral amphibious operation
using helicopters to land the Landing Foree. The operation included
support of a follow-on in-country operation. FORIRESS ATTiCK was
commcneed and OPCON passed to the in-country commander on 27 January 1968.
The operation was conducted in accordance with N4P 22(B).

b. Operation FORTRESS iITACK commenced with the landing of BLT 2/4
(-) by helicopter at 270903H Jan 68. Operational control of BLT 2/4(<)
was passed to CG ITIT MiF at 271500H Jan 68.

¢. The Commander, Task Group 79.4, embarked aboard !RG/SLF shipping,
retained operational control of HiM-3€1 (27 Jan - 10 Feb) and HMi-363
(10 Feb - 14 Mar) and provided helicopter, mcdical, and limited logistic
support for BLT 2/4(-) during Operation rOnIUESS ATT4CK/KENTUCKY/
LANCASIER II/NAPOLEON/SALINE.

d. Operation FCRTRESS ATT CK was terminated by the Commander, U.S.
Seventh Fleet on 14 March 195483,

e. Operation KENTUCKY was a continuing search and destroy operation
being conducted by the Ninth Marines in QUG TRI Province north of Cam
Lo. BLT 2/4(-) was under the OPCON of the CO 9th Marines during their
participation in this operation. BLT 2/4(-) wss given thc mission of
conducting an amphibious search and destroy operation against NV:. forces
in the amphibious objectivc arez in the vicinity of C-2 (YD 135645) in
WsNG TiI Province and other opsrations as ordered.

f. Operation LiNC,STER II was a continuing search and destroy opcr-
atlon being conducted by the 4th #arines in QU.NG IRI Province in the
vieinity of Camp Carroll. BLT 2/4(-) was under the OPCON of the CO 4th
Marines during their participation in this opcration. BLDP 2/4(~) was
given the mission of providing the security of Khe Gio Bridge (vie YD
026562), the bridge vic YD 042566, and Route Wine between the two bridges.

g. Operation M.PCLEON/S.LINE wes a continuing search and destroy
operstion being conducted by the 3rd Marines in QU'NG TRI Province in
the vieinity of th: Cua Viet River, BLT 2/4(-) was under the OPCON of
the CO 3rd idarines during their participation in this operation. BLT
2/4(-) was given the mission of securing the northwest bank from NV.
intgrdiction and infiltration from vieinity YD 266635 to vicinity YD
310682.

2, T.S{ ORG’NIZ:TICN

a. Operation FORTRESS ATT.CK (27 Jan - 14 tlar)

1 ENCLOSURE (1)
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Task Group 79.4 Colonel 3. F. IEYERS .
BLD 2/4 _ - LtCol #. WEISE

L1361 (27 Jan - 10 Fcb) o LtCol D. M. WILSON

Hii~363 (11 Feb - 14 piar) | LtCol #. E. 4LLGOOD

b. Operstion KENTUCKY (27 Jan - 31 Jan)
Task Group 79.4 Colonel B. F. MEYERS
H=361 LtCol D. . AILSON

¢. Operation LiNCiSIBR II (31 Jan - 4 Mar)

Task Group 79.4 Colonel B. F. MEYERS
Mi4-361 (31 Jan - 10 Feb) LtCol D. W. WILSOK
Hf4-363 (11 Feb - L tar) LtCol F. E. ~1LGOOD

d. Operation N.PFOLEON/S'LINZ (4 Mdar - 14 HMar)
Task Group 79.4 ‘Colonel B. F. MEYERS
FrM-363 LtCol F. B. _LLGOOD .
3. INTELLIGLNCE

a. Terrain. The Amphibious Objective Areca (.04) is located in the
northern portion of MI'NG IRI Provinece, KVN. .The specific area is
bounded on the east by Highway #1, on the south by the ifieu Giang and
Cam Lo kivers, on the west by grid line YD 09 2nd on the north by grid
line YD 71. The principal drainage media sre the Misu Glang and Cam Lo
Rivers in the south. Except for the strip of rice cultivation in the
southeastcrn portion of the 0. the landscape is characterized by gently
rolling hills, those arcas are open, scasonally inundated .fields which
are surrounded by dikcs, often lined with hedgerows. The central
portion is covered with dense to open broadleaf evergreen, secondary
forcst and brush, and somc cultivated dry crops, and grassland.

Towards the west, grassland and brush, with some light forest prevail.
The most prominent terrain feature is Hill 158 at coordinates YD
114701.

b. Enemy Situation.

(1) Gensral. Intslligence prior to the operation indicated
that the 803rd Regiment, thc 27th Independent hF Battalion, two
unidentificd units of company and battalion sisc and the Cam Lo LF
Company werc operating in the [i0A, 41l of thoSe Wnits have the
capability of rcinforcing onc another. :11 of the above units can be‘_
supported by the Van in .rtillery Regiment locatod north of the Ben
Hai River and thc 164th :rtillery Regiment located below the DMZ
northwest of Con Thien. Combined strength of theso forccs totaled

approximatcly 3,000,
’ 2 - ENCLOSURE- (1)
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(2) Order of Battle,

UNIT LOCATION ~  STRENGTH  WEAPONS
803rd Rogt (NVA) YD 1070 1900 UNKNOWN -
27th Indep Bn (NVA) YD 1060 600 UNKNOWN
Cam Lo LF Co (LF) YD 1359 125 UNKNOWN
Unidentificd Bm YD 1563 500 UNKNOWN
Unidentificd Co YD 1566 150 UNKNOWN

4, MISSION

As dirocted by COMSEVENTHFLT 251604Z Jan 68 (Initiating Directive), .
the mission assigned to CLIF and CLF was commencing 0/i 27 Jan 68, con- NE——
duct a secarch and destroy amphibious oporation against VC/NVi forces in
imphibious Objective irea vie C-2 position (YD 135645) in QUANG TRI
Province and cperations as agreed upon with CG III M.F or his designated
ropresentative.

5. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS

a, Commeneing at L-Hour on D-Day, selected assault clcmonts BLT 2/4 K“:&‘
are helicopter-borne into LZ ish (Atornate - LZ Fir) and artillery P
battories into predesignated positions provided by 12th Marincs. Heavy

combat support and support cquipment to be surface landed as directed.

and Alfa Command Group aro helicopter-borne into LZ Ash. Biry W 3/12

is holicopter~borne into positions vic 172723 (A-3 position),. Biey~
H/3/12 is holicopter-borne into positions vic YD 228598 (Dong Ha). Ome
Co to romain as SLF rescrve. Preparc for initial cmployment in C-2 arce
vie (YD 135645). Tank, antitank, and LVT plats to be ‘surface landed on
order. BLT comdr will recommend time of commitment of SLF reserveé upon .
completion of landing of assault elements. ‘

b BLT 2/4: starting at LeHour on D-Day, throc rifle co's §Roin) .

c. HiM=361 to provido helicopter suppdrt for movement of BLT 2/4
and rcquirod SLF ALFA comm egquipment/personnel., Provide obsorvation/fire
supprossion as required from avail hclo augnentation.

d. Hotel Co 2/4 (Rein) was dosignatod SLF reserve, Prepared for em-
ploymont as ordered, maintain Sparrow Hawk plat, anticipate their commite
ment ‘upon completicn of héld 1ift of BLT 2/4 irto LZ Ash. .

6. EXECUTION
a. FORTRESS ATTACK.

(1) Operation FORTRESS ATTACK was exccuted inacordance with
CIG 79.4 Operation Order No. 1 (DIG 2613502 Jan 68) and CIG 79.4 OP PLAN
120-(Yr) supplemonted by CIG 79.4 frag orders for operations in the
amphibious objective area.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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(2) Tho Initiating Directive was issued by COMSEVENIFLT prior
to & spocifie objecetive boing assigned in ordor to allow the ARG/SLF to
assumc a quick roagtion posturoc,

(3) At 2415407 Jan 68 CAIF and CLF roccived a requost for a
proposced amphibious landing of SLF ALFA units at.C-2 area.

(4) CATF, in coordination with CLF, promulgated a proposed AQA
for tho oporation nt 2608262 Jan 68,

(5) At 260826H Jan 68, CATF, in coordination with CLF, submitted
the concept of operations and roquested an in-country commandor be des-
ignated to control all supporting arms in the AQX,

(6) it 2611087 Jan 68 concurrencc was receivod from COMSEVENTH=-
“FLT on the proposcd amphibious operation.

(7) Tho first holicopter wave doparted tho USS IWO JIMA at O900H
and touched down in the lending zone et 270926H.

| ée) BLT 2/4(~) was choppod to CG III MAF at 271500H Jan 68,
and TG 76.4/79.4 remainod in support of oporations ashoro.

b, KENIUCKY, During this in-country operation, IG 79.4 provided
helicoptor, modical, and limitod logistic support for BLT 2/4(-).

cs L.NCASTER ITI, (Samc as KENTUCKY),

d, NAPOLEON/SALINE. (Samo as mwbm),

7. RESULTS. Sco enclosurcs (2) through (&),

8. COWEQQQQER'S‘ANALYQIS. This analysis is limitcd to matters at tho
16 79.4 lovel. The BLT and HMM Commandors® analyscs aro included in
their roports, ohclosures (2) through (4), *

a, Elanning‘

(1) On 22 Jamuary 1968 CG, III MAF held an intelligencé briefing
at his CP for CIG 79.% and CTF 76.4 representatives, No firm concopt
omorged, but cho possiblities woro discussod,

(2) SLF/ARG planners continuod to visit Third MarDiv on a daily
basis to kicpayreast of the changing tactical situation.

(3) On 25 Jan 1968 CIG 79.4 and reoprosentativos of CIF 76.4
mede liaison visits to Third Marine Division, lst Marine hogiment, and
9th Marino Rogiment to coordinatc planning for a praposcd dporation in' .
tho Ce2 arca to cormonec on the 27th of January 1968, Planners returned
to Third Marino Division CP thc following day and the planning for
Operation FORTRE:S ATTACK commcnoed,

(4) Tho planning continued through the issuance of the final
order on 2€ Janusry 1968, During the planning phaso the following steps

wore accomplished: " ENCLOSURE (1)
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(a) Intolligence was obtained ©rom current INISUMS, aréa
studies, swvd by liaison with in-country units. Maps were issued by
CIG 79.4. No intcrprotor or interrcgator/translator support was availalbe,

(b) Radio frequencics were obtained on a tentative basis but the
Communication Operating Instruction (COI) was nct published prior to the
operation.

(¢) ‘rangements were made for augmented helicopter support in
the form of armed UH-1E's for hclo escort and CH-53%s and CH-46's for
heavy 1ift requirements,

(d) Due to rapid reaction requirements so prior logisties liai-
son was conducted. CTG 79.4 OPlan 120i-(YR) provided immediatc logistie
instructions for usc during the operation, 4in LS. was established with-
in the Dong Ha Combat Base and that all rcsupply support would originate
from there, o ‘ :

(e)' irrangements wore made with the Ninth Marinos to assume
rosponsibility for Fire Support Coordination. This was to be coordinated
by the Third Marine Division.

(£) The L0, was discussed, agreed upon, and command relation-
ships werc finalized,

(g) Establishment of a SLF liaison toam with the *in-country®
commander who would cxoreise QPCON of SLT 2/4 was discussed and finalized,

b. Command Kclationships,

(1) Opcr~tion FORTRE:S ATTACK was a unilateral amphibious oper=
ation with command rclationships in accordance with N«© 22(B). Respon-
sibility for control and coordination of supporting arms was passed to
an in-country commander during the ship-to-shorc movemcnt. CLF reportod
the Landing Forcc firmly sstablished ashorc on 271500H January. OPCON
of BLT 2/4(~) was chopped to an inicountry commandor during tho operation,

(2) it 271500H CIG 79.4 chopped OPCON of BLT 2/4(=) to CG III WF

(CIG 76.4 2707362 Jan 68). CG III MiF simultancously passed OFCON of
BLT 2/4(~) to CG 3rd MerDiv (CG ITI M:F 2802247 Jap 68) and CG.3d MarDiv
choppcd OPCON of SLT 2/4(=-) to the CO 9th iarines. OPCON of HMM-361
romainod undor CTG 79.4 during Cveration FORTRESS ATTACK/KENTUCKY/
LiNCASTER II/NiPOLEON/S:LINE. Oporation FORTRES: LTT.CK was torminated
14 .arch 1973 (CC SEVENTHFLY 1213067 .pr 68)-

¢s Enemy Contact. Therowas no significant contact during the
amphibious landing of BLT 2/4(-) into thc C-2 area, HMM-361 helicopters

reported threc fire incidents during the afternoon resupply but no
airceraft damage resulted,

d. Support arms,
(1) Two UH-1E (armed) helicopters provided approach and retire-
| ENCIOSURE (1)
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ment lane escort during the trooplifti No other supporting arms were .
plamned for or uscd during the ship-to-shore movemont.

(2) Third Marine Division provided coordination for fire support
in AQA and approach and retiremcnt lanes.

c. Logisties.

(1) Plamning,

a. Prior to the commencem:nt of Operation FORTRESS ATTACK,
liaison was established with the 3rd MarDiv to coordinate logistic
rcquirements, L : §

b. It was determined that the 3rd MarDiv (9th MiR) would
immediatoly assume oporational control of the BLT upon arrival in-country.
In-country supply sources would be available from FLSG BRAVO., The BLT ISi
would bo established in Dong Ha.

c. BLT 2/4 operations stocks afloat would be made available
2s required,

(2) Exooution.

8. To provide for the necessary coordination of supply
support, the BLT Shore Party Team was initially positioned at the Dong Ha

LSii on D=Day. .

b. During this operation (27 Jan - 1% Mar 1968) the BLT
was under operational control of a number of Marine Regiments and oper-
ated from Camp Carroll northeaét of Dong Ha and from the Cua Viet River
region. The BLT 1S/ was relocated from Dong Ha to the 1lst AMIRAC BN
area at the mouth of the Cua Viet River when the BLT finally shifted its
operation to that area, A Shore Party Liaison Team remained in the Dong
Fa area to facilitate the transfer of supplies from FLSG BRAVO to the new
LSA site and/or direct to the BLT position.

¢. lo insurmountable problems in re-supply were encountered.
LFORM Class III, IV and V supplies were made available when critical
necds existed. -

d. The USS IWO JIMi was designated the Primary Casualty
Receiving Ship (PCRS). Casualty liaison representatives from the BLT
were positioned at Co D, 3rd MED BN, Dong Ha. Due to the distance
involved in evacuating casualties directly to the PCRS when the BLT moved
to the Camp Carroll area, the 3d Medical Bu Tacility was primarily
utilized.

€. In-country maintenance facilities were available at FLSG
BRAVO, however, both combat damage and required 3rd/4th echelon mainten-
ance precipitated seaward evacuation, by ARG shipping to FIC, Da Nang,
of one (1) M4BA3 tank and twe (2) LVTP5's. Numerous portable items wore
evacuated to FLG Da Nang where repair eould not be accomplished at FLSG
BRAVO, )
- ENCLOSURE (1)
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f. Casualty Reporting, Casualty reporting was conducted in accordance
with current directives, The 9th M:B CRCC~-ALFi was located aboard the
U35 W0 JIMA (LPH-2), which was designated the Primary Casualty Receiving
Ship, BLT 2/4 and TG 79,4 casualty representatives were positioned at
Cd "D, 3rd Medical Bn, Dong Ha, RVN to collect and pass casualty infor-
mation concerning Special landing Force ALFA personnel on to the 9th MAB
CRCC=-ALFA, ,

Casualty Recapitulation,
27 Jan - 14 Mar 68 FORMRE3S ATTACK/KJITUCKY/KENCASTER II/NAPOLEON/SALINE

a, Friendly
KIA 0 2 10 1
Wl 0 & 21 50 &4
WI.NE 0 7 38 13
NON-HOSTILE 0 10 3 98
TOTAL 0 40 131 186
b. Enemy*
KIA 0 0 41 104
. DET 0 0o m 3

g+ Civic Action, No civic action program was conducted dus to the
area of operation and the operational commitments.

h, IS0. A photographer and journalist were sent ashore with BLT 2/4
to provide informational services coverage.

i. Communications. Communications were established IAW CIG 79.4 OP
Plan 120-87 and with the COI's issued scparately. A message center was
maintained afloat in conjunction with the U3S IWO JIMA Naval Communication
Center with CTG 79.4 assuming communications guard for BLT 2/4 and HMM-361/
363. The following nets werc entered or established during Operation
FORTRESS ATT..CK.

() ELMP od g2 (ipfsrr)

CIG 79.4 entered this net (ORESTES-60 WFM) and maintained dir-
ect communications with III MAF, 34 MarDiv and CIG 79.5.

*All enemy casualties were reported to Ninth Marines, (KENTUCKY) Fourth

‘Marines (LANCASTER IT) or Third Marines (NAPOLEON/SALINE)

7
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- (3) 3d MarDiv TiC 42" (VHF)

S CT6 79.4 entered this net maintaining covered (NESTOR)
communications with 3d MarDiv, 3d Marines, 4th Marines, 9th Marines and
CTG 79.5. '

(3) SLF TiC #1 (VHF)

CTG 79.4 established this net with SLF ALFA liaison
personnel in the field. Stations on this net were located at Dong Ha
(3d MarDiv/9th Mar and Delta Méd), Camp Carroll and with BLT 2/ (at
Camp Carroll/Cua Viet). An MRC-110 with KY-8 equipment was initially
positioned in the 3d MarDiv/9th Marines area while AN/PRC~25's were
utilized at the other positions, The MRC-110 was latcr positioned at the
3d Marines CP and finally in the 'BLT 2/4 CP to better satisfy the .-
existing communications requirements. This net was used for situation,
spot, casualty and administrative reporting as well as for Med-evac
requests.

(&) SLF Tic #2 (HF)

Long range communications were needed frequently when the
USS TWO JIMi moved to the Danang area to act as a Helo Haven, and also
during certain Unrep conditions. An AN/MRC-83 (provided by BLT 2/4) was
positioned with the AN/MRC-110 at Dong Ha and later with BLT 2/4 on the
Cua Viet to provide HF communieations between the ship and the in-coun-
try units. This net proved to be invaluable for backup to the VHFnata‘
particularly so when both radios in the MRC-110 went out at the BLT 2/4
position,

Outstanding cooperation was provided by 3d MarDiv, 3d Marines, 4th
Marines, 9th Marines and CTG 79.5 in relaying traffic to and from BLT
2/4 when the -SLF could not contact the BLT over internal nets. Direct
coordination was effacted by the SLF Communication Officer with the
Communication Officers of these unitsj the willingness of all units to
give every possible assistance was outstanding.

Problems

a. Difficulties in maintaining communications were minimal but
persistent. The usual VHF frequency interference was a2 emmstant prob- -
lem, however, by trial and re-trial it was possible to come up with . *
fairly consistent and reliable frequencies for both daytime and nighte
time operations. Distances in excess of 20 miles between the ship and
the land station make VHF communications uncertain and unreliabile.

KY-B operation at this distance is impossible unless the signal is
excessively strong, ' :

b. This Headquarters was without the effective editions of the KiCe
PX Cperations Code during the period 11-12 March 68 due to the BLT dis-
placing ashore and not issuing the SLF its copies prior to displacing.
This problem was purely an oversight on the part of the BLT and will be
closely watchel on future BLT displacements from the ship. In the near‘
future III MAF will issue all codes »nd keylists direct to the SLF vice
9th MAB and 3d MarDiv (via the BLT) which will preclude this same prob-
lem from happening again,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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From: Commander
To: Cormanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 to 30 April 1968
Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2 -
(b) FuFPacO 5750.8

Encl: (1) Commander Task Group 79.1&. Command Chronology

-

1. Enclosure (1) is submitted in accordance with references (a), (b),
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CG 3rd MarDiv 4
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HMM-363 12
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PART I
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1. DESIGNATION
Task Group 79.4

SUBORDINATE UNITS

BLT 2/4
1-30 April 1968

HMM-363
1-14 April 1968

HMM-362
15-30 April 1968

ATTACHED UNITS
NONE

2. LOCATION
ETJ—l- 0 April 1968

3. SIAFF OFFICERS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

ADJUTANT/S-1
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

b

DECLASSIFIED

Col B. F. MEYERS
1-10 April 1968

LtCol P. R. FIELDS
11-30 April 1968

LtCol W. WEISE
1-30 April 1968

Mﬂ-d Do WQ HOFFERT
1-34 April 1968

Maj W, H. SHAUER, JR.
15-30 April 1968 '

USS IWO0 JIMA (LPHe2)
1-30 ipril 1968

USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7)
1-30 April 1968

USS ALAMO (LSD-33)
1-30 April 1968

USS WASHOE CTY (LST-1165)
1-3 April 1968

USS WESTCHESIER CTY |
(LST-1167) 4-30 April 1968~
LtCol P. R. FIELDS

1-10 April 1968

LtCol L. C. WIIT
11-30 April 1968 b

1stlt J. C. SMITH
1-30 4pril 1968

Capt B. J. BORCHELT
1-30 April 1968 .»
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ASST INTELLIGENCE OFFICE&/

AERIAL OBSERVER
OPERATIONS: OFFICER

©asar 'bPEfﬁu’:‘:l"_IE‘pNS OFFICER
FIRE SUFFORT COORDINATOR
+IR OFFICER
LOGISTICS OFFICER
 COmMUNIC TIONS OFFICER

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

Hq, Task Group 79.4
BLT 2/h

| H44-363 _

HM-362 -

DECLASSIFIED

Capt J- Af‘tn HﬂTCHEl‘r
1-30 April 1968

LtCol L. C. WIIT
4-30 april 1968

MAJ R, G, LEIDICH
1-30 April 1968

Maj R. M. BLACK
1-30 april 1968

Maj J. M. BARNHART
1-30 April 1968

Maj R, I'. MACPHERSON
1-30 April 1968

Maj W. B. LUDWICK
1-30 April 1968

. ue usy
QFF ENL OFF ENL
10 3% 0 o
55 w46 7 88
4y 152 1l 3
48 203 1 3
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PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY o

During April BLT 2/4 continued its participation in Operation
NAPOLEON/SALINE under the OPCON of the Third Marines. ELT 2/4(-)
assigned mission continued to be to keep the north bank of the Cus
Viet River clear to allow the safe flow of naval logistic traffic.
Further, it is toc deny the “Jones Creek" drainage system (a known
infiltration routs) to the enemy and to conduct search and destroy
operations in the assigned AO.

As the month progressed, the miseion of pacification grew in o
importance as thousands of Vietnimese Nationals moved back into e
the A0, MEDCAPS were conducted and three Popular Forces platoons
trained with the BLT in general military subjects and small unit
tactics.

H/3/12 was located at Dong Ha and was OPCON to the 12th Marines,

W/3/12 was located at the BLT CP at Mei Xa Chanh and was OPCON to 3/i2.

. 1lst Platoon, Co A, 5th AT Bn remsined under the OPCON of
Task Force Robbie. 1l1st Flatoon, Co A, 5th Tank Bn was OPCON to BLT
2/4. U4th Platoon, Co B, 1st Amtrac Bn remained OPCON.to 3d Amtrac Bn, e

The first two days of April, the BLT was assigned as part of L
Operation TASK FORCE KILO, an operation that swept to the southern
boundary of the DMZ. A night attack that involved the maneuver ‘
elements of the battalion on 27.28 April was a highlight of the monthj !
this operation was nicknamed NIGHTCOWL. ‘

Generally, contact was light during the month until 30 April. .

After a three day battle (30 April - 2 May) in a village complex Jjust
outside the southwestern corner of the .\0, it was realised that the
enemy had been fortifying this complex for a long period.

HMM=363 and HiM=362 exchanged locations between the USS IWO JIMA
and Phu Bai Air Facility on 15 April. Poor flylng conditions prevailed
through the first half of the month. The embarked UH-34D squadron
oontinued to support BLT 2/4 by making admin, logistic, liaison, and
medevac flights in support of Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE. Additionally,
limited helo augmentation was provided to in-country éomsanders =

throughout the month,

SECRET-NOFORN
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PART 'IXT
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT &VENTS
2 hpril 1968 Col J. 4. CONWAY, ACof S Ge3, 9th MAB departed
11 April 1968 Col 8. F. MEYERS departed for duty as €O, 26th
Marines; LtCol P. R. FIELDS assumed duty as CTG
79.4, auth 9th MAB msg 1100352 April 1968,

22 april 1968 [LtCol P. H. SI4PSON, iCofS G-l, ‘9th MAB aboard
for liaison visit

23 april 1968 LtCol P. 4. SIMPSON, aCofS, G-l, Gth MiB departed

Col J. i. ETHERIDGE, CofS, 9th MiB atoard for
liaison visit

24 april 1968 Col J. 4. ETH-RIDGE, CofS, 9th MAB departed

29 april 1968 Capt H. W. HIGGINS, Adj, 9th MAB aboard for
liaison visit ‘

30 4pril 1968 Capt H. 4. HIGGINS, Adj, 9th MAB departed
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PART IV
CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
TAB A _/ CG 3d MarDiv 090152Z Apr 68
= HMM-363 1508242 Apr 68
¥ HMM-362 160355Z Apr 68
| IAB B~  BLI 2/4 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-30 4ipril 1968
S0Te TAB G- HAM-363 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-14 April 1968

IsB D~ HNM-362 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 15-30 April 1968
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#rom:  Commander
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Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 to 31 May 1968
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PART 1
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1. DESIGNATION COMANDER
Task Group 79.4 ItCol P, R. FIELDS
1-2 May 1968

Col A, I. THOMAS
3-31 May 1968

SUBORDINATE UNITS

BLT 2/L
1-31 May 1968 LtCol W, WEISE
1-2 May 1968

Maj C. 1!, KHAPP
3L May 1968

LtCol L. A. RANN
5~31 May 1968

MM 362 Ma] W. H. SHAUER JR.
1-31 May 1948 1-31 May 1968

ATTACHED UNITS

NONE

2. LOCATIN
131 May 1968 USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)
1-.22 May 1968

USS PRINCET(N (LPH~S)
23-31 May 1968

USS CLEVEIAND (LPD=T)
1-2l May 1968

USS DUBWQUE (LPD-8)
25-31 May 1968

USS ALAMO (1SD-33)
1-27 My 1968

USS POINT DEFIANCE (1SD-31)
28-31 May 1968

USS LESTCHESTER CTY
(1ST-1167) 1-31 May 1968

3. STAFF OFFICERS
EXECUTIVE OFrICER B¢Col L. C, WITT
1s2 May 1968

Lol P. R. FIELDS
3-§1 May 1968
SECRET-NOF Gl
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LDJUTANT /S~1 1stlt J. C,. SMITH
1-31 May 1968

INTELLIGENCE QOFFICER Capt B. J. BORCHEIT

~ 1-31 May 1968

ASST INTELLIGENCE OFFICER/AERIAL OBSERVER Capt J. A, HATCHETT
1-28 May 1968

OPERATIONS OFTINTER LtCol I.. C. WITT
1-31 May 1968

ASST OPERATIONS OFFICER Maj R. G. LEIDICH
1-31 May 1968

FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATOR Maj R. M. BLACX
1-17 May 1968

Maj G. P. MURPHY
27-31 May 1968

ATR OFFICER Maj J. M, BARNHART
1-31 May 1968
LOGISTICS FFICER Maj R. T. MACPHERSON
1-31 May 1968
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER Maj W, B. LUDWICK
1-31 May 1968
L. AVERLGE MONTHLY STRGNGTH Usic USH
OFF  ENL OFF ENL
Hq, Task Group 79.l 10 38 o0 0
BIT 2/L 63 1682 7 93
I 362 L5 230 1 3
SECRET-NOFORN
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PART 11
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Special Landing Force ALFA participated in Operation Fortress Attack
II/Napoleon/Saline from 1 May to 190001H May, The remasinder of the month
was spent enroute to Subic Bay, R. P. where an exchange of Amphibious
Ready Group shipping took place, On 31 May, Special Landing Force AIFA
embarked in ARG shipping at Subic Bay for return to the coastal waters of
RUN.

On 3 May Colonel A, I. THOMAS relieved LtCol Paul R, FIELDS as
vommander of Special Landing Force ALFA,

During May, BLT 2/L continued participation in Operation Napoleon/
Saline under the OPCON of Third Marines. Its mission continued to be
that of keeping the Cua Viet River open to logistics traffic,

The first two days of the month found the entire BLT committed in
a fierce battle that cammenced 30 April outside the southwestern corner
of the BLT AO in the village of Dai Do. On 2 May, the NVA launched two
separate counterattaeks that seriously threatened the BIT positions in
Dai Do. Use of artillery, naval gunfire, close air strikes, and gun
ships enabled the BLT to push the NVA out of Dai Do and reopen the Cua
Viet River by 3 May.

During the critical stages of the battle on 2 HMay, a Sparrow Hawk
platoon was formed from BLT personnel afloat and SLF personnel who aug~-
mented the BIT forces at the CP and the maneuver companies,

The CO of BL™ 2/l (LtCol William WEISE) was wounded on 2 May and
the BIT Sergeant Major (SgtMaj John MAINAR) was KTA en that same day, On
16 May the BLT CP, formerly known as Mai Xa Chanh, was renamed Camp Big
John in honor of SgtMaj MAINAR,

Total NVA XIA during the battle of Dai Do was 537; $ POW were cap-
tured. ) ’

Uith the heavy casualties suffered by the BIT during this action and
replacements arriving daily, the BLT AO was cut to approximately two grid
squares during & reorganization and training period.

Significant contect occurred on 25 May at Nhi Ha 2 (YD 28471}) with
what wes later discovered to be an NVA battalion, Artillery and air strikes
were employed extensively in this 12 hour battle, The action resulted
in 241 NVA KIA and 5 POW captured,

BLT 2/ inflicted the following casualties on the NVA during May:
KIA 751, 7 POW, 8 detainees,

HMt-362 continued participation in Operation Fortress Attack IT/
Napoleon/Saline in support of BLT 2/, HMM-362 offloaded from the USS
Ivo Jima on 18 May to Phu Bai and were chopped to the First Marine Air
Wing, An average of six sircraft werc provided to tho First Marine Adr Wing

daily for augmentation purposes beginning 9 May.
SECRET=-NCOFORN
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PART ITI
SEQURNTIAL TISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
3 May 1968 Col A, I, THOMAS relieved LtCol P, R. FIELDS as CTG 79.l.
27 May 1968 Col J. A. ETHERINGE, CofS, 9th MAB and Col M. ¥, SCHMIDT,
ACofS G-l aboard for liaison visit,
"9 May 1968 Col J. A. ETHERIDGE, CofS, 9th MAB and Col M. W. SCHMIDT,

ACofS G-l departed,
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PART IV
CHROYOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

+/CTG 79.h MSG 02101827 MAY68

2 YCTG 79.Lh MSG 031336Z MAY68

2 ZCTG 76.4 MSG 16120067 MAY6S

#_; COMSEVENTHFLT MSG 1615202 MAY6S -
BIT 2/l COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-31 MAY 196835/@0(5%
Hi}~362 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-31 MAY 1968/( ) '

CTG 79,4 AFTER ACTION REPORT; OPERATION
FCRTRESS ATTACK II/NAPOLEON/SALINE

ENCLOSURE (1)
SECRET-NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

3 ﬂ

Honk e

hme

‘ ; EM‘M

. mz: s:: rﬂmfﬂf

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED

.,\\ - ——— A — o
s \\
9
Mo 3 1t 2778
vy axAs39
PP RUABCL RUNHFEA RUYNBLL RUMMVASA RU‘“’H{.R RUMHVP RUMHAY RUVMHFL
RUYNBUY RUYSUAT RUAUDH .
DE RUYSUAH 113 (241336 —
ZNY EEEEE
P B3133& ¥wAY 88 ZYJ RUYS
M CTG SEVEM KINE PT FOUR-— ..
TO RUABQL/CTF SEVEN NINE L .
NP0 RUHHFMAZ GG TWF PAC L
RUYNBUW /COMSEVENT HFLT L
RUSFWAAZCR 1L WAT
RUARGLACC FMTPAL (FED)
RUMMLAZC & FEIRST MARDIY
RUMWYP/OR THIRED WARDIV
nURHAWACE TIRST way
U“M‘{H,..V 51¢ VUW.NQ’{:&.WU
~AUYNBUYACT R 8E STX
,,,,, TN/CTE STUEN 8 L
DUYSUARS CL e SEVER SIX B FIVE
RUYGHAR/OT D c'f'U** N ’\Y"NE ¥T TIVE
18 UDB/ MAR OWNE
atsRe) .o”ﬂ‘-' T 10 s
=R
ST L
PR B MU
LAGE T¥O RUVEUAY 115 UNCLRS E ¥ T O
; ‘F’ T if—
o i
MWy JH 585 4 iu._, I83UTD
foeni I e e e f' B
1
C
7aks-"*




DECLASSIFIED

M SECRET @

VWV UAKSS3

RUMHAW RUABQL RUMHIA RUMHVP RUMSEB RUWIMSA RUMFCR HIRGINA
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PAGE TIIREE RUTEAX O30S ECRE T
SECRRT
FORTRESS &17:0K IX TERHINATION (C)
A, ©G IT MAF 0814127 MAY 68 (NOTAL)
B, COMSEVENTHFIT 10051227 MAY 68 (NOTAL)
C. CG IXI MAF 1007052 MAY 68 (NOTAL)
D, COMSEVENTHFIY 1123422 MAY 68 (NOTAL)
1. REF A FROPCSED ARG/SIF SKED 1 MAY - 29 JUL AND WAS CONCURRED
IN BY BEF B, REF C PROPUSZD A MODIFICATION TO REF A BY (FF-
LOADING BMM--362 IE-COUNTRY ON 19 ¥AY AND WAS CONCURRED IN REF D,
REF P FURTHER REPORTED ARG AIFA FLANNED DEPART 19 MAY VIGE 21
MAY AND REQUESTED GG 7II MAF CONCURRENCE,
2, THE FOLLOWING FACTORS, RELZVANT TO OP FORTRESS ATTACK IT, ARE
PERETINENT : "
A, BIT 2/l (REAR) WILY. BE SHIFTID ASHORE 17 RPFT 17 MAY.
B. LOGISTIC SUPPORT OF BLT 2/h WILL TERMINATR 18 RPT 18 MAY,
C, Hi#.302 WILL CHOP 10 GG FIRST MAW 181600H8 MAY,
D. BIT 2/L MEDEVAC RESPCNSIPILITY WILL SHIFT TO CG THIRD
MARDIV 171800H7 MAY. ’
3. IN VIEW OF FOREGOING AND SURJECT CONCURRINCE CG YT MAF, BEQ
TERMINATE OP FORTRESS ATTACK I AT JSCGOCIHY MAY &S,

PAGE POUR RUYEGAK OSOS ECRE T

li. WINETY.SIX HOUR REACTION TO OPERATIONS IN I ¢1Z WILL BE CONTIRUED
THROUGHOUT SUBIC UPKEEP PERICD AS ESTADLISHED IN REF A, TASK GROUP
76l UNITS TO DEPART I CTZ FOR ENR/UPKP SUBIC 16 MAY - 1 JUN 68,

5. CT0 79,4 CONCURS,

GP- (C) 1 JuN 68

2 4
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HEADQUARTTRS
Tagk Group 79.h
FFO San Fraacisco 95602
3/RGL/der
SER: 003415868
6 June 1968

SECR™T-NOTORN - Unclassified upon removal of enclosures (1) throush (3)

iR e e dhidls

Fror: Cormmander
To: Commander, Task Force 79

S TR RS S A

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation FORTRESS ATTACX II/NAPOIE ON/
, SALINE

Euel: (1) 7 Commander Task Group 79, 4 After Action eport, Operstion
FOYTRESS ATTACY II/NAFOLIOR/SALINE
7(2). H%:-363 After Actlon lAeport, Operation FORTRESS ATTACK I1/
wl ™) ¥APOLEON/SALINE
< ' (3). Hi#:-362 After Action Keport, Operation FORTRESS ATTACK II/
NA®OJ EGl /SALINE

]
i
k]
%
:
2
i
!
i
H
i

1, Enclosure (1) contains the Commander, Task Group 79.4's After Action
Report for Operation FORTRESS ATTAC: IX/NAPOLEON/SALINE.

2. Enclosures (2) and (3) amplify enclosure (1).

/\,l/r ,J?lvm T AL

A, I, THO#S

DISTRIBUTION:

Copy #
™G 79.L4 Cmd Chronology 1-15
nG 9th MAB 16
CT¢ 76.h 17-18
CONAVFQORY 19
CTG 79.5 20
T ™-363 21
BM-362 22
G 3¢ MarDiv 23
S&7 File Cory 2L
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COIBAT ﬂ?’T%CTION REPORT, OPERATION .?dzmm’m;cx TT/NAPOLEON /SALINE
'l-hp; '=ie;é‘erence: VITINAM, 1:50,000, AMS Series L701L Sheet 6LL2 IV

&, Uperation FORTRESS ATTACK IT commenced at \70800H March 68
vpon return of ARG/SLF Ai <A from upteep/rehab at Subic— s & P,
An am hibious landing was not conducted to commence this Operation.

b, BLT 2/L(-) continued to be chopped GPCON to Third Marines
and participated in uperabion [/} GIZM/SALINE throughout the period
covered by Operation FRTRESS ATTACY II.

¢. Commander, Task Group 7§.h, eiba-ked’ aboard ARG/SLF shipping,
retained operational control of HMM-363 (27Mar - 15 Apr) and HMM-362
(15 Apr - 18 #ay) and provided helicopter, medical, and limited

loristic support for BLT 2/L(-) during Operation FORTRESS ATTACK "IL/
NAPOI SON/SALINE, - T

~d. Operation NAPOLT(N/SALINE was a continuing sesrch and dsstray
operation being concucted by the 3rd Marines in QUANG TRI Provinee in
{4 the vicinity of the Cua Viet iiver, dIT 2/k(-) was under the OSCCN

> of the CO 3rd Marines while participating in this operation. BLT 2/4(.)
14 ' was riven the mission of securing the northwest bank of the Cua Viet
‘ River from NVA interdiction and infiltration from vicinity YD 266635
to YD 318690 and deny enemr use of rocket sites in AO.

2, T*SN OGANIFATION

Operat ion FORTRISS ATT>CK II/NA“OLZON/SALINE (27 March - 18 May)

F - Task Gréup 79.L ' Colonel B, F. HiYuilo
27 Mar - 11 spr

LtCol P, R. FIELIS
11 Apr ~ 3 May

Colonel 4, -I. THEAS

L _, 3 May - 18 Hey
B04-363 (27 dar - 15 Apr ) Mag D. v, HOFFENT

| 90362 (15 Apr - 18 May) Maj V. H. SHAURR
3. ITELLIGENCE |

‘8. Terrain. The BLT Area of Operation (A0) was located in the
- northeastern portion of QUANG TRI Province, HVN, The specific area
-+ 18 hounded on the east by a line drawn approximately parallel to the
coast of the Bulf of Tankin about 2000 meters inland from that coast
on the west by rrid line YD 26 and on the rorth by the southern line

of the Demilitarized Zone. The landscape throughout the AD is

ENCLOBURE (1)
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chmct-er:lndg‘ rolling sanid dunes interspers®® with areas of
rice cultivation around the villages in the area. The area is
primarily open with little cover or concealment, “hat little ‘
concealment that is offered is orovided by hedgerows in the rice

grovwing areas end small oushy areas along the Cua Viet River and

Jones Creek, a small strean running north and south from the Cua

Viet River to the Den Hai tiver, throu;h the villa: es of Lam Xuan

(East And West) anc Nhi Ha. The most prominent terrain feature

ie Hill 23 at coordinates YD 279719.

b. Enemy Situstion.

(1) General. Intelligence prior to the operation in-
dicated that the 270th Ind Re;t., ihe 5th and 6th Battalions of T
the 52d Rept., 320th Inf, Division, the 3rd Battalion, 27th Ind.
Regt., and the KLOO Local Force Company were operating in the A0,
A1l of these units had the capability of supperting each other
and reinforcing each other and all oi these units were supparted
by the Van An Artillery degiment located north of the 3en Hal
tdver through the eastern partion of the DM, The Xh0O LF
Company's primary mission in this area was to act as guides and
. intelligence patherers for the repuler NVA units sent to operate
~ there. One of the ernemy's major infiltration routes from the DMZ
south to the city of Quans Tri ran through the miucle of the A0
closely following the trace of Jones Creek. The cambined stremgth
of thess forces was approximately 2,165 personnel. A

'(2) - O~der of Zattle. : - .
“OfiIT . TOCATTON STREFQTH WRA-ONS
270Th Ind. nept. (NVL) Y5 2565 =70 LRy 2
Sth An, 52d tert. 320 dv., YO 2472 sks UIROWN
6th Bn, 52d ilegt. 320 Div, YD 3009 510 DO
3rd 3n 27th Ind. aegt. YD 2670 350 TR0

rLoo 17, 00.‘ D 2273 60 UniBON

(3) Operation's Effect on Bnemy. Durin; the month of
April the enemy cerloyed the 3%?575%%147 sivision composed of
- the LB8th, 52nd, and &lith Regiments into the .AQ or in close

proximity to the AO. The misgion of these unite was to interdict ;
the protection Allied Farces were giving to the rice harvest and
to cut off the shipping of suppliecs along the Cua Viet iiver thereby
isolating Dong Ha. The morale of these enesy units was very high
and they were well trained anu equipped with exceptionally new
weapons and uniforms. Once in the area, the dhemy dug in well and
established excellent defensive positions utilising mutually
... supporting bunkers with intercomnecting trenches. These bunkers

. were . capible of withstanding air strikes, artillery and naval gunfirve.

ENOLBSURE () .
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(b)Qt the end of April and the beg‘ging of May, the
enemy initiated a major offensive throughout the A0. In the re-
sulting battles 'the enemy suffered heavy losses of men aund equip-
ment, Since that t ime the enemy has gotten a high percentage of
new replacements. It is unlikely that these replacements are as
well trained or arpressive as the men who initiated the of rensive
atDai Do, Prisoner of Wer interwrosation reports indicate that the
morale of the enemy is low and that his food supply is small,

(c) “pain, on the 28th of Apr, 1968, the enemy renewed
of“ensive action in the AO. U-jor units committed in this sction
were the 1st and 3rd Battalions of the L8th Ragiment. The enemy
egoin sustained heavy losses,

(d) Meither t-e 270th Independent legiment nar the 27th
Independent Regiment vere committed in strength durin: Operation
FORT2"0+ ATTACK II. Foth of these units are reported to be at
full strength and could be utilized to spearhe:d a new major
offensive in the AO,

a. FORTRESS ATTACK II. QMSEVENTHFIT directed SIF/itG ALFA
to provide BIT 2/ (-) helicopter, medical, and limited logistic -
support during Operation NA OLEON/SALINE,

0. NAPOLEON/SALINE., Third Marines directed BLT 2/4(-) to
continue the mission of securing the northwest bank of the Cusa
Viet River from NVA interdiction and infiltration from vicinity
ID 266635 to wicinity YD 310582, ’

5. CONCEPT OF OPTRAT: ONS

a, CTG 79.4 maintained a liaison net with Third Marines and

BﬁT(Z{h(-) and made daily liaison visits to Third Marines and BLT
2 ' -Je '

b, The embarked sovadron (HMM-363 or HMM-362) maintained a
medevac standby and provided liaison, loristic, Command and Sontrol,
and admin flights, Acditionally, two to six aircraft were provided
daily to aupment the First Marine Aircraft "ing in-country helo assets.

. 6. EX"CUTION.

a. FOUTIE-S ATTACK IT. Due to the su port nature of this
operation, execution of the mission was generally =zn extension
of procedures used durin: the latter part of FORTESS ATTACK/KIN1UCKY/
Lﬂl‘g‘CASTER II/NAPOLEON/SALINE. BLT 2/h(~) has operated in the vicinity
of ‘the Cua Viet River since S March,

ENCL(BURE (1)
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b. NAPOLEON/SALINE, " BIF zlh( ) was assigned as part of Task
Force Kj.lo, a. multi-battalion operation that swept to the southern .
boundary of the DMZ, esrly in the month of April, As this operation

‘ - terminated, BLT 2/!4( )'s mission returned to that of aggressive day

3 ~ and night operations and patrols within :lts A0,

7. SULTS. See enclosures (2) end (3)

8. COMMANDIR'S ANATYSIS. This analysis is limited to matters at
the TG 79.5 level, The HMY Commsnder's Analyses are mcluded in
their reparts, enclosures (2) and (3).

~ &, Flanning,

(1) Since Operation FOMTRESS ATTACK IT did not commence
with an amphibious operation, no plamning, as such, was necessary or
required rrior to initiating the operatiom, .

(2) Throughout the operstion continuous liaison was conducted
with OPCON end supporting commands, particularly 3d MarDiv and 3d
Marines, as well es BIT 2/L(-). ILiaison officers were egstablished,
as required, at 3d Marines and & liaison team was cont:muously present
at the BLT CP. . :.

b. Command felationships

(1) O°CON of BLT 2/h( ) vas retained by 3d Marines curing .
the period Operation TORTYSS ATTACX II was being conducted.

(2) OPCON of HM-363 amd HIM-362 remained under CTG 79.4
during Operation FORTRESS ATTACK II (27 Hrr -'15 Apr and 15 Apr -
18 May, respectively).

c. Enenw Contact, None in '.-peration F‘ORTRESS ATTO I 11,

d. Suororting Arms. Not Applicable.

1) Planning.

(a) Prior to the comencement of Operation FORTRESS ATTACK II
lialson was effected with TII MAF and ForLogComd to reeastablish the
arrangements for ARG/SLF assistance to BIT 2/h withqut interference
with in-country channels, .

(b) BLT e/l; was to continue under operat.aonal control of
3d MarDiv (3d Marines). The Class II supply source was to remain at
ForLogCamd; source of other supplies would contimue to be FISG Bravo,
The BLT ISA was split between Dong Ha and Cua Viet River mouth.
ENCLOSURE (1) .
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(c) Access to supplies/equlpment afloat and emergency
access to IFOR supplies were to become aveilable to the BLT upon arrival
of ARG shipping.

(2) Execution.

(a) During this operation BLT 2/41(-) remained under the
operational control of 3d Marines anc operated fram Mai Xa Chanh (West)
(later ®sipnated as "Camp Big John") on the north bak of the Cua Viet
River at Jones Treek. Supplies were available from both Dong Ha and
Cua Viet River mouth and the ISA was split between these two locations.
!s sipnlr traffic on the river increased, transportation from the
river mouth to Mai Xa Chenh became less readily available. Accordingly,
the ISA was concentrated at Dons Ha.

() “hen the Cuz Viet Tiver was clased e to enemy
mining, and when emergency resupvly requirements arose, the BLT was
resupplied by SIF ALFA helicopters lifting supplies from Dong Ha andfor
ARG shipping.

(c) No insurmountable ;'Jroblelils in resupply were encountered.,
Glass I1I, IV, and V LF(]:M and ratlons vere made avallable vhen critical
needs exlsted.

(d) BIT 2/L asseis were used not only to supply the BLT,
but also on eeccasion to supnly ad,]acent. U b Arnw unit.s in the 3d
Harinees AQ,

(e) The USS T'D JIMi was designated as Primary Caswmlty
Reseiving Ship (PCiS). Casualty liaison representatives from the SIF
were positioned at Co D, 3d tleddn (Delta Med), Dong Ha. ‘To enhance
control of the flow of casualties s a system was developed for shifting
'edevec helicopters and communication guard to the USS CIEVELAND whenever
the T"0 JIMi had to move beyond effective communication/reaction range.
Then the flow of casualties overloaded IVO  JIMA's facilities during the
periol 29 Apr - 2 May, arrangements were nade for USS VALLEY F(RGE and
U5S REPOSE to receive the overflow,

(F) In-country maintenance facilities were available at
FL3"* Bravo, hawever, ma1y major items were evacuated by ARG shioping
to FIC, Daeng, where narts availability end facilities were better.

f. Casualty Reporting. Casualtv reporting was conducted in
accordance with current directives, The 9th MAB CRCC ALFA was located
aboard the USS IWO JIMA (J.H-2), which was designa ed the Frimary
Casualty Receiving Ship, BLT 2/L and TG 79.L casualty representatives
were positioned at Co D", 3d iedical Bn, Dong Ha, {VN to collect and
pass casud ty information concerning Special Lmding Force AIFA personnel
on to theé 9th M.".B CRCC ALFA.

.~
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CASUALTY mx’&nm ‘

" 27 March 1968 ~ 19 May 1968  FORTAESS ATTACK TI/NAPOIZON/SiLINE

a, FRIENDLY - .
KIA (e
DOW } .5
WIA . 299
‘ WIANE . as

NON-HOSTILE CASUALTIES 10k
DAI . | 1
" TOTL 1698

g. Civic Action, No civic action program wes conducted due to the
area of operot on end the operational comm:itments.

h. IS0, A photog;ripher and journslist ﬁ.ere sent ashore with BLT 2/}
to provide infarmational services coverage. '

i, Commnications., Communications were established IA: CTG 79.4 OP
Plan 120A<{YR) and TG 79.4 COI dtd 28 Mar 68. A messa e center wes maine
tained afloat in conjunction with the USS I./0 JIMA Naval Communications
‘ ‘ Center; CTG 79.4 maintained message distribution responsibility for BLT 2‘
H e and H4%4-363/362, The following hets were estahlished/entered during
’ Operation TOUTRESS ATTACK IX: '

—————————

it

(1) 3d Mardiv Tac 2 (VEF)

_ CTG 79.4 entered this net establishing communicat ions (coverec
uncovered) with 3d MarDiv, 3d Marines, 9th ilarines, 26th M:.rines, CTG 79.t
end 1st AmTrac Bn, \ )

(2) SIF TuC #1 (VHF) .

CTC T79.l established this net with SLF ALF)A liaison personnel
) in the field. Equipment end perso:nel were utilired in the same manner
as for Operstion FO{XTRESS ATTACE, Liaison stal ions were established in ti
following manner: - : '

(2) Delta HMed. (Dong Ha) utili-ing PRC-25 and RC-292.
(b) BIT 244 CP (Mai Xa Chanh) utiliring MRC-83, MRC-110,
PAC-25, P2C~-h7 and RC-292, The MRZ-11Q was moved.to the 3d Marines CP for
approximately one ueek durine the operation/sweep north df the Cus Viet
(Tesc Force Xilo); this was done to facilitete more rapid transmission
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of reports to the SIF Hqtrs coming direct to the 3d Merines CP fram

the field. The PRC-25 was utiliszed at the BIT 241 CP location;whenever
possibla to relieve the strain on the MRC-110 radio vehicls. The MRC-110
was used extensively for passing traffic in the covered mode, This
pet was used for situation, spot, casualty and administrative reporting
as well as for Med-Evac requests,

(3) SLF TAC #2 (HF)

This net was activated when SIF T)C /1 was non-operational
due to distance facters or equipment outages. The MRC-83 assigned to the
SIF 1iatson tesm by BLT 2/L was deadlined after appracimately two weeks
operation and was unavailable for SIF liaison team use for the resainder
of Operation FORTRESS ATTACK II. The MRC-83 used by the BLT 24 S-i
was availsble when needed far passing traffic baxk to the SIF Hqtrs.
Repented sttempts were mede to utilize the PRC.L47's on this net, however,
communilcetions via this msans was unsatiafactary due to the nom~availe -
ability of operational EB-4i51 batteries.

Operations codes were used extensively far passing classified
and unclassified traffic wien out of range for KY-8 utilizeiion.

 Outstanding cooperation was agein provided by 3d Harbiv, 3d

Marines end TG 79.5 in relaying traffic to and from field units when
TG 79.4 was out of voice contact with the applicsble field units,
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SECRET- NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1)

From:
To:

Subj:

Ref':

Encl:

Conmander
Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade

Command Chronology for period 1 - 30 June 1968
(a) MCO 5750,2

(») FMFPACO 5750.8

(¢) Brig0 5750.1C

(1) Commgnder Task Group 79.L Command Chronology

1. Fnclosure (1) is submitted in accordence with references (a),
(b)’ md (c)o

DISTRIBUTION: CG 9th MAB

A. I.

'
[

CG 3d MARDIV
CG lst MAW
CTG 76.L4

CTG 79.5
RIT-26 (Rear)
MAG-15

BIT 2/k
HMM-362
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COMMANDER TASK GROUP 79.}

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1 June to 30 June 1968
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PART I .
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
DESIGNATION COMMANDER
Task Group 79.L4 Col A, 1. THOMAS
1 - 30 Jun 68
SUBCRDINATE UNITS
BIT 2/L ItCol L. A, RANN
1 - 30 Jun 68 1 - 30 Jun 68
MM - 362 Maj W, H, SHAUER JR
1 - 30 Jun 68 1 - 30 Jun 68
ATTACHED UNITS
NONE
LOCATION USS PRINCETON (LPH-5)
T - 30 Jun 68 1 - 30 Jun &8
USS DUBUQUE (LPD-8)
1 - 30 Jun 68
USS POINT DEFIANCE (ISD-31)
1 - 30 Jun 68
USS WESTCHESTER CTY (IST-1167)
1 - 21 Jun 68
USS WASHOE CTY (1ST-1165)
22 -~ 30 Jun 68
STAFF OFFICERS
CER 1tCol P. R. FIEIDS
1 - 30 Jun 68
ADJUTANT/S-1 lstlt J. C. SMITH
1 - 30 Jun 68
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER Capt B, J. BORCHELT
1 - 30 Jun 68
ASST INTEILYIGENCE OFFICER/ NOT ASSIGNED
AERJAL OBSERVER
OPERATIONS OFFICER ItCol L. C. WITT
1 - 30 Jun 68
ENCLOSURE (1)
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ASST OPERATIONS OFFICER Maj R, G, IEIDICH
1 - 30 Jun 68
FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATOR Maj G, P. MURPHY
\ 1 - 30 Jun 68
AIR COFFICER Maj J, M, BARWHART
1 - 30 Jun &8
LOGESTICS OFFICER Maj R, T. MACPHERSON
1 - 30 Jun 68
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER Mej W, B, LUDWICK
1 - 30 Jun 68
L., AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH USMC USN
OFF BAL OFF ENL
Hq Task Group 79.4 10 3% =0 "0
BIT 2/4 62 11453 7T 9
MM - 362 L3 229 1 3
L
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PART IT

Jaduimetchet ]

NARRATIVE SUMMART

On 2 June Specisl Ianding Force A1fs arrived off the cosstal
.aters of EVN from Subic Bays BM-362 packloaded from Phu Bai Alr
Fecility to the USS Princeton this seme daye BIT 2/h () had beem
nelilifted from Mal Is Chanh D 279668 area to 1Z Stud XD 002183
on 31 May and chopped OPCON to Task Force Hotel o purticipate in
Operation Scotland II,

The first 13 days of June, the BLT (-) was under the OFCON of
+the First Merines and partic’iptted jn & series of nelicopterborne
assaults on & series of objectives South of National Roete 9 and
the Khe Senh Combat Base.

on 1l June the BLT (-) s chopred to the Fourth Marines and
jnmediately helilifted 4o a nown NVA road just north of Lsos/

gecurivy for the construction of a fire base. Companies ng" and "H'
were helilifted to 1Z Stud.

On 20 June Company " was helilifted Yo hill 50u XD 966167 and
on 21 June, Company "G" wos nelilifted to hill 12 XD 95]41151. This
gave BLT o/ (-) matually supporting positions along the high
ground north of route 9, The primexy miesion was that of preventing

mM-362 participation in Operation Fortress Attack 111 /Scotland
IT was in support of BT 2/h after havine been chopped from the
First Marine Adrcraft Wing on 2 June, An average of 7.1 aircraft
were provided to the First Marine Aircraft Wing daily for augment-
ation purposes beginning 3 June.

4
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PART IIT
SEQUENTIAL LISTING (F SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
NONE
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PART IV
CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
‘“[I‘ABI ' /CTF 76 MS5G 2703442 MAY 68

—_

2/ FIRST MARINES MSG 140025Z JUN 68
J_ v NINTH MARINES MSG 180040Z JUN 68

~”
‘/TAB 2 BIT 2/l COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1 - 30 JUNE 1968 ¥
VTA3 3 HMM - 362 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1 - 30 JUNE 1968 %
TAB 4~ CTG 79.4 Combat After Action Report Operation

FORTRESE ATTACK IT11/SCOTLAND 11, 2 Jun - 9 Jul 68
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Commander
Commander, Task Force 79

Combat After Action Report, Operetion Fortress Attack ITI/
Scotland II1

(a) COMSEVENTIFIT 201 Plan
(b) CTF 79 120 Flan

P

Encl: V(1) Commander, Task Group 79.L After Action Report, Operation
J Fortress Attack I1I/Scotland II

Suked oof

(2) HM-362 After Action Report, Operation Fortress Attack IIT/
Scotland II

O 1. Fnclosures (1) and (2) are submitted in accordance with references
(a) and (b).

A, I. THOMAS
DISTRIBUTION: TG 79.h Cmd Chronmology 1 - 12
CG 9th MAB 13
CTG 76,4 1 -
COMNAVFORV 15
CTG 79.5 16
MM - 362 17
CG 3D MARDIV 18
S&C File Copy 19
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CG\IBAT AFTER 'ACTIG\I‘ HEPRT, OFERATIN F?Jm-mss _ATTACK I11/SCOTIAND I

MAP REFENENCZ: VIFTNAM 1:50,000, AMS Séries L7014 Sheets 63421, 63421,
6342111, 63111 and 63411V o _

1. General

a, Operation Fortress Attack III commenced at 021200H June 68
upon return of ARG/SIF Alfa from upkeep/rehab at Subic Bay, R. P. An
unphibious landing was not conducted to comnence this operation,

b. BIT 2/h (-) had chopred Opcon fram Third Marines in the Napoleon/
Saline area to Task Forcé Hotel at 3]JJ¢00H May 68, BIT 2/L:(-~) wes moved
from Mei Xa Chanh (YD 27966L) to LZ Cameo (YD 002483) in the Scotland II
arca, Initially BIT 2/L (-) was chopped Opcon to First Marines; at’ '
107208 BIT 2/ (-) was chopsed Opcon to Fourth Marines until the cone=
clusion of Fortress Attack IIT at 100001 H July 68.

c. Commander Task Croup 79.l4 embarked aboard ARG/SIF shipping,
retained operational control of EMM-362 and provided limited helicopter,
medical and logistic support for BIT 2/4 (-) during Operation Fortress
Attack III/5cotland IT., - Ce .

~ - d. Operatlon Scotland IT is a continuing search and destroy .
operation being conducted by Task Force Hotel (First and Fourth )hr:l:nee)
in Quang Tri Province in the vicinity of Khe Sanh, From 1 June through
13 June BIT 2/4 (-) was giten the mission of securing various positions,
often in & coordinated attack with 1/1, From 1L June to the operation -
termination BIT 2/, (-) was given the task of keeping Route 9 open from -
Khe Sanh to the East by octupying the high ground to the North of Route
9+ During this period the Khe Sanh Combat Base was dismntled lecving
only 1/1 in the vic:l.nlty of Khe Sanh,

2. Task Organigation

Operation FORTRESS ATTACK 111/scormm I (2Jdume.-9 Ju:Lv )
Task Croup 79.L4 S Colonel A. I THG‘IAS
MM - 362 Major W, H, SHAUER

3. Int_eiligerhc‘:e

a, Terrain, The BLT arca of operation (AO) wcs located in the
Weatern portion of Quang Tri Province, RW, The BLT was constantly on
the move during its participation in the operation. The general area
in which the BIT operated is bounded on the North by XD 7948, on the

ENCLOSURE (1)
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East by YD OLLS,. on the South by YD 0423 and on the West XD 7923, The
landscape throughout the A0 is mountainoug, -characteriszed by extremely: . --
steep slopes that are covered by dense undqrgrowth and double canopy
forest, Concealment and cover is from fair to. good throughout the area,
The most prominent terrain features are hilis: 749 (XD 865271), 663
(XD 828321), BL3 (XD 893326), 908 (XD 9L2312), 691 (XD 927LL3), &12
(XD 953L451), S0l (XD 967466) and 950 (XD BLSLSS).

b. Enemy Situation -

(1) General. Intelligence prior to the .operation indicated
that the following units were within the AQ; the 30lth Division with
it's 9th, 2ith, 57th and 66th Infantry Regiments, supported by the 68th
Artillery Regiment; The 95th Infantry Regiment, 1018t Infantry Regiment
and the 78th Artillery Hegiment fram the 325C Division; the 308th Dive
ision with two Regiments, the 88th and 102nd. The cambined strength of
these forces was approximately 20,000 personnel, A1l of these units were
regular NVA, L ce '

2t
.

'(2) Order of Batile. .

L)

UNIT ' LOCATION STRENGTH . - WRAPONS
0LNivEG . . - XDWE. - .50, Unk

9th Regt - B 8Q0 . .1,850 0 ¢ Omk
2ith Regt . 'ISWL . . 1,850,. = Uk
STth Regt C XD 736 2,500 U Unk
66th Regt - , D 7541 1,850° . *  Unk
68th-Arty Regt . XD Th3L .. ~ 1,90 7 & Unk
95th Regt 325C Div . XD 6839 < 1,735 ¢ . Unk
101st. Regt 325C Div - XD 8139 .. .. 1,675 " - Unk
78th Arty Regt 325C Div XD 8836 . 1,90 .- Unk
88th Regt 308 Div I 8626 T Wk CooUnk
102nd Regt 308 Div XD 8737 1,850 S Uk o

83rd Eng Regt . . D 9229 Unk 7 Unk
(3) Operation Effect on Enemy ° & .
8. Theré were two new units employed during the operation,

they were:

1. The 308 Division was introduced into the area when
friendly forces threatened enemy operations.south of Khe Sanh, This.
division conducted a brief but limited offensive with two ‘of it's .
regiments ( the 88th end 102). The 308 Division was well trained and: - °
equipped. for. night operations,’ The 308 Divisien was.new in RVN snd wag'
kmown to the NVA as one of the five ‘¥Steel Divisions?,  (The Steel . =~
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Divisions were noted as having been commosed of crack, elite troqas,

and were organized for the defense of the homeland), This division .
2lso made use of luminous ID tags which helned greatly in night attacks,
However, even with it's ining and preparation the 102nd Regiment
alone lost approximately(330 memyin three night attecks sgainst friend-
1y forces, The unit deployed with outstanding control until the attacks
started on the friendly positions, At this time the enemy'!s attacks were
broken by the confusion resulting from concentrated fires from allied
defensive positions, ,

2. The 83d Engineer Regiment was denloyed during the
operation, The mission of the regiment was to build a road (Route 926)
from Xe Pon River (Luoe/Rvn Border) through RYN and link up with poin‘ba .
further east.

b. The enemy's mission in the AG was to inflict heavy ‘
casualties on friendly forces and to use cambat units to engage friend-
1y forces, keeping them away from their road, Of this mission the enemy .-
only managed to-give the 83d Engineer Regiment time to move ahead, as
friendly forces pushed along this road destroyi.ng construct:.on equip-
ment and cratering the road, 3

ce The enemy, desnerate ‘because of the upset in his -
plans, tried again to get a military victory at any cost, He attempted
to inflict heavy casualties on friendly forces by attacking during the
daylight houra, .generally at dawn, These’ attacke résulted in the enemy
suffering ‘heavy casualties without causing ‘excessive damage to allied:
forces, Friendly operations plnced the enemy fordes off balance to
some degree, forcing hin into an evasive/defensive posture. Sweeps con-
ducted during the latter part of the operation proved this to be true
for the enemy would abandon his positions m.thout conto,ct.

" de The BIT moved to positiona on the h:i,gh ground ‘to the
north of Route 9 in order to protect the allied farces from attack os
they withdrew from Xhe Senh, While the BIT was at this position, the
enemy shifted his tactics from avoiding contact to attacking with small
units elements of the BIT in attempts to lure them from their defensive
positions into the enemy's killing sones, This maneuver worked on
several occasions and has resulted in the enemy being sble to inflict
cesualties on the BIT while suffering very few himself, The enemy - s
has not made an attempt to penetrate the EIT!s screening position and -
attack the withdrawal of friendly units from Xhe Sanh but has appear-
ed ccmtent to h.rraas the BIT with the nbcve ment:l.oned tactics.

. e. Indications are that the 308 Division is 40 move to
the south once the withdrawal is completed and construct bunkers and
fighting positions on the move so that they will be ready for occupat-
ion in the event allied forces should re-enter the Khe Sanh area in
strength again,
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It is probeble that the ¥he Sanh area will be occupied by an enemy - -
force of repimental Bise or less to act as & screening and hu-rassing

-force n.fter the 308 Division w:.thdraua.

h, Mission

'a. Portress Attack ITI. COMSEVENTHFIT directed SIF/ARC Alfa .
to provide BIT: 2/ (-) helicopter, medical and logistic support during -
Operstion Scotland IT,

b. Scotland 11, Task Force Hotel directed BIT 2/L ( ) to continue
the search and destroy operations in the vicinity of Xhe Sanh, On
June, after being chopped opcon to Fourth Marines, Fourth Marines
directed BIT 2/4 (-) to deny the NVA: Mterdiction and infiltration
routes from the north to Route 9, ‘

5. Concept of Operations

&, CTG 79, maintained a 1isison net with Third Marine Divia:lon,
First Marines, Fourth Marines and BIT 2/i (-), CIG 79.L mnde daily
liaison visits to Tesk Force Hotel, First or an'th Marines, and BIT

2/ (=),

b, The embarked squadron (HMH 362) mnintnined 2 medevac standby
and provided liaison, logistic,. and 'Canmmd and Control flights, Addit-
ionally, an average of 7.l aircraft were provided dnily to augnent the
First Ma.rine Aircraft Wing m-country helo assete.

6. Execut:l.cm |

a, Fortress Attack IIT, Due to the support nature of ‘this operation_,
exscution of the mission was generally an extension of procedures used
during Fortress Attack II/Napoleon/Saline. Due to the distance from BLT
2/4 (~), medical and logistic support was limited somewhat compared to
the time frame in which BIT 2/ (-) was :Ln the vicinity of the Cua Viet
River (5 March - 31 May 68).. o

b. Scotland IT, BIT 2/} ( ) ws opcon to First Marines the first
half of June and conducted search and destroy operations in the mqun~
tainous terrsain around Khe Sanh, During the remainder of June and -, -
through 9 July, BLT 2/h (-) became opcon to Fourth Marines and occupied
the high ground north of Route 9 betweon Khe Sanh and Calu to keep this -
road open for vehicular traffic, BLT 2/h (-) also essisted in the com~ .
struction of f:Lre bases at their positiona for USHC artillery units,

7. Resulta._ ,See encldsure (2.)

ENCLOSURE (1)
SECRET -~ NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



T

T

DECLASSIFIED

ZECRET - NOFORN . .

003420468
22 July 1968

8. Commander's An is, This analysis is limited to matters at the
TG 79.Li level, The HIM Commander's analysis is included in his report,
enclosure (2). : : ‘ '

(1) 'Since Operation Fortress Attack ITI did not commence with
an amphibious operation, no planning; as such, was necessary or re-
quired prior to initiating the oneration.

(2) Thro‘ughout ‘the - Operation continuous licison wag conducted
with OPCON and supnerting commands, particularly 3d MARDIV and Task’
Force Hotel, as well as BLT 2/L (- f Communications liaison teams were
established at varying points throughout' the operation to meintain
commutications between the sm, BIT 2/4 (=), and mediccl fl.cilities.

b. Commnnd Relltionuhipa

(1) orcN of BIT 2/ (- ) was retained by First Marines until
140720H June 1968, when BIT 2/1: (-) ‘was ¢hopped opcon to Fourth
Marineas, - S IR

-{2) BMM - 362 was opcon to CTG 79.h »during Operation Fortreas
Attack I]I. ’

Ce Enanw Contact None on Operation Fartress Attack III.

) d, Supporting Armn. : Not anplicable

€. Logistics )
(1> L_mirze

(a) At the conclusicn of Operation ?artress ‘Attack IT
1mson was effected with -IIT: MAP and ForlogCemd to resute ARG/SIF * -
assistance to BIT 2/} upon commencement of Operation Fortress Atteck =
111,

: (b) BIT 2/1; was to continue under operatioml control
3d MARDIV (3d Mav), The class I supply source was to remain at =~ * -
ForLogComd; source of other suppliez was to continue to be FISG Bra.vo. :
The BLT ISAmalocatedctDonch. - . T SRR

(c) Helicopter suprort having been curtailed BIE' acceu'
to supnlies and equipment afloat was to be limited to that which
could be landed by surface means,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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(2) Execution e i

(a) Upon return of the SIF from Subic it was det.emined
that BLT 2/4 (-) had chopped to Task Force Hotel and was operating in
the vicinity of Khe Sanh, The bulk of battalion supply had been shift-
ed from Camp Big John to Dong Ha, A forward.element of the ISA was
operating at 1Z Stud, receiving sup~lies by "Rough Rider" convay from
Dong Ha and forwarding them via avt:l.lable helo-lif'b : .

(b) This relocation did no‘b affect the degree of logistic
assistance provided by the ARG/SIF, but transit times were greatly in-
creuod for both delivery a.nd retrograde of mt.eriol. .

A{e) . ARG lmding craft carried. poraonnel suppliea ‘and
equipment between the ships and Dong Ha at least once each week, They
were also used to complete the move of equipment from Camp Big John
to Dong Ha and to evacuate BIT deadlined equipment firam Cua Viet River
mouth, Bogt convoys rmged in sige from two to fou.r IcH-Sa.

(d) Mo ineumauntablo aupply problenm we::e encountered,
In-country eupp]y sources provided essential supplies to the BIT,-

(e) In-country maintenance facilities were availeble at
FISG Br&VO; however, many major items were evacuated by ARG shipping
to FIC, Danang, BIT elements were spread from Khe Sanh to Cua Viet
River mouth and from Con Thien to Quang Tri, which degraded the cap-
ebility to exercise maintenance control, This difficulty was partly
overcome by eliciting the cooperation of Opcon cqm&nders, notably 1st
AnTrac Bn and 3d Tank Bn,

. {£) The USS Princeton was designated as pr:Lmnry Casualty
Receiving Ship (FCRS) and SIF casualty liaison representatives were
positioned at Company "D" 3d Medical Bn (Delta Med), Dong Ha, The Med-
evac comn guard:remained .with 3d MARDIV because of time/space factors,
and additional emphuia s placed oo evacuation of casualties .from
Delta Med to the PCRS -

f. Camualt orting, Casualty reporting was conducted in
sccordance -with current ctives, The 9th-MAB CRCC Alfa was located
sboard the -USS .Princeton. (I.PH-S) which was designated the Primary -
Cagualty Receiving Ship, BLT. 2/} .and. TG 79,4 casualty representatives
were positioned at Company "D" 3d Medical Bn, Dong Ha, RVN to collect
and pass casualty information concerning Speo:lul Lmding Force Alfa
personnel on to the gth MAB CRCC A].fa. -

Ty oy e
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2 June 1968 - 10 July 1968 FORTRESS ATTACK n1/scormm n .

. -

N Cow
oot R B 6
Wi 163

Nomnmrim CASI.JALTI#S‘.-“ 6

TOTAL - o h66

Ee Givic Action. No civic action program was conducted due to
the area of operation and the operational ccmitments.

h. ISO A photogrnpher was aent whore with BLT 2/)4 to pravide
informationsl services coverage,” & .-

i, Communications, Communications were establiched IAW CTG 79.1
Op Flan T20K (¥R}, TG 79.L4 COI dtd 26 Harch 1968 and TG 79,k COI dtd
15 June 1968.. A message center.was maintained afloat in conjunction
with the USS Princeton Naval Communication Center; GIG 79. L m:mtaimd
message distribution responsibility. for BIT 2/L and HMM - 362, The .
following nets were esta.bhshed/entered during Operation Fortress
Attack III/Scotlmd ZE[. e

(1) 3d MARDIV ‘I‘AC # 2 (VHF G‘I’G 79.h enterqd t.his net
establishing communications (DL Cipher) #Ath 3d MARDIV, let Marines,
3d Marines and Lth Marinee,

(2) SIF TAC # 1 (VHF), CT@ 79.L established this net with
SIF Alfa liaison teams In the field, Equipment and wersonnel were
utilized basically in the same manner as for Operation Fortress Attack
II, BLT 2/4 Rear located at Dong Ha also entered this net to provide
direct communications between the BIT Rear CP and SIF units afloat;
This station was also utilized for relaying traffic¢ from the ship to
the BLT CP, SIF liaison team stations were eltabliqhed in the follow-
ing manner:

8, Alfs, Initially located st Khe Senh (1st Marines CP)
and 1Z Robin (Lth Marines CP) for relay of traffic between BIT 2/L and
CTG 79.h. Operated directly from BIT 2/L CP during last weck of
Fortress Attack ITI. Equirment utilised was PRC-ZS and RC - 292,
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b. Bravo. Located at Dong Ha (Delta Med Bn) primarily -
for passing of casuaity reports; this station was also used asa
relay between the ship and Alfa tean, Equipment utiliszed was MRC-110, .
FRC-1i7, PRC-25 and RC.292,

¢, Charlie, Located at Camp Carroll for reluy of .
traffic between OTC 79.L and units in the field (primarily other SIF
liaison teams and the BLT), Equipment utilized was MRC-109, MRC-83,
PRC-25 and RC-292,This net wes used for situation, spot, casualty
and administrative reporting as well as for Med-evac requests,

(3) SIP TAC # 2 (HF), This net was activated when SLF TAC
# 1 was non-operational due to distance factors between the ship and
shore stations or when equipment outages oocurred, Cipher operations
utilising the KY=8 were limited to the Division Tac Net due to the
. type of fast moving operations and remote positioning of CP's by the
BLT, Portable FM equipment was utilised a&s the primary means of
comnmication. Operations md mmrical codea were used as required

o

The ‘l’hird HARDIV ch:nged all of 1tt Mll zigns and frequencies :
on 18 June 68 creating confusion and interference problems for apprax-
imately trio week, The Comm-Blac seection: at-3d MARDIV was. extromely .
helpful and cooperative in attending to the frequency problems en-:
countered by the BLT '

A week long atunpt to operabo the HIG-62 Rndio Rehy batween
Dong Ha and- the ship proved ‘unsatisfactory, Non-aveilability. of good
frequencies and :andequtt.e siting of shipboard ‘antennas prevented T
ntiafactouw and reliable operatiana of the rad:l.o relay eqn:lplnont.

Outstnnd.mg cOOperatiun and ueiatance was prav.tded by l?IB, .3d o
MARDIV, Lith Marines and FISG Bravo in relaying traffic to/from CTG
79.4 and in repairing SLF cmnjcatiom eqnipnent thst uent doun
during the opemation, - .
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