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1. DESIGNATION
Task Group 79.4

BLT 2/4
1=31 July 1968

EMite362
131 July 1968

None

2., ICAITNY

3. STAFF OFFICERS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

D
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ADJUTANT/S-1

INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

AERL.L OBSERVER

ASST INTELLIGENCE OFFICER/
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PART I
ORG/ANIZATIONAL DATA

COMMANDER
Col A. I. THOMAS
1-31 July 1968

SUBORDIN:TE UNITS
~ . L6Col L. A. RANN
1-31 July 1968

Maj W. H. SHAUER JR
1-31 July 1968

ATTACHED UNITS

USS PRINCETON (LPH-5)
1-31 July 1968

USS DUBUQE (LPD-3)
1=31 July 1968

USS POINT DEFIANCE (LSD-31)

1-31 July 1968

USS WiSHOE COUNTY (LST-1165)

1-31 July 1968
LtCol P. R. FIELDS
1-31 July 1968

istLt J. C. SMITH
1-17 July 1968

1stLt L. HICKS
18-31 July 1968

Capt B. J. BORCHELT
1-31 July 1968

Capt R. B. LEWIS
13-31 July 1968
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OPERATIONS OFFICER

ASST OPERATIONS OFFICER

FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATOR

AIR OFFICER

LOGISTICS OFFICER

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
4, AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

Hq Task Group 79.4

BLT 2/4
MM 362
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LtCol L. C. WITT
1-31 July 1968

Maj R, C. LEIDICH
1-15 July 1968

Maj L. J. DES JARDINES
16-31 July 1968

Maj G. P. MURPHY
1-31 July 1968

Maj J. M. BARNHART
1-31 July 1968

Maj R. T. MACPERSON
1-31 July 1968

Maj W. B. LUDWICK
1-31 July 1968

USMC usN
OFF ENL OFF ENL
11 0 0
Lo 1074 b 99
Iy 229 1 5
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PART

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

From 1 July to 100001H July Special Landing Force Alfa participated
in Operation Fortress Attack III/Scotland IT until ARG shipping departed
from the coastal waters of RVN to Subic Bay for an upkeep period.

The highlight of the period at Subic was the amphibious training con-
areed by the LVT platoon.

Ja 22 July, Special landing Force Alfa arrived off the cosstal waters
ot RN aboard ARG shipping to participate in Operation Fortress Attack
+¥/Scotland II. This operation was to continue the support mission for
BLT 2/4(-) which was continuing participation in Operation Scotland II
in the Khe Sahn area under the OPCON of the Fourth Marines.

During the first part of the month of July, BLT 2/4#(-) conducted op=-
erations in support of the evacuation of Khe Sahn Combat Base in the
Scotland AO. After the successful evacuation of Khe Sahn, the BLT mis-
sion was modified to deploy three of the rifle companies in a mobile
forward posture with one rifle company for the defence of Fire Base Cates.

One of the major efforts of the BLT through July was the construction
of Fire Base Cates.

Contact was light throughout the month though there was extensive

patrolling. Mortar attacks were the primary method of the enemy's
tacties. ‘

HMM-362 participated in Operation Fortress Aittack III/Scotland II in
support of BLT 2/W(~) from 1 July to 9 July when the squadron offloaded
from the USS Princeton to Phu Bai Air Facility and chopped to the First
Marine Alrcraft Wing. HMM362 backloaded to the USS Princeton on 22
July, chopped opcon to CIG 79.4 and began participation in Operation
Fortress ittaek IV/ Scotland II. An average of 7.9 alrcraft were provid-
ed to the First Marine iircaft Wing daily for augmentation purposes
during the periods of 1-8 July and 23-31 July.
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PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
NONE
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PART IV

CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

o 1 L_CTG 7644 MSG 0705332 JUL 68
2 COMSEVENTHFLT MSG 0803082 JUL 68
¢_CG IIT MiF MSG 08035272 JU% 68
3 »_CTF 76 MSG 2007042 JUL 68
s HMM 362 MSG 220007Z JUL 68
¢ CG NINTH MiB MSG 2305112 JUL 68
7 CTIF 79 MSG 280000Z JUL 68

§ Im BLT 2/ COMMND CHRONOLOGY 1-31 JULY 1968 F {ob M‘/

g iz 3 HMM-362 CQMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-9, 22-31 JULY 1968 ?M dﬂf"
:

! TAR ko CTG 79.4 COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT OFERATION

3 FORTRESS ATTACK IV/SCOTLAND II

i
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DIRECTED,
GP=4
BT
T 2 a4 K
i o YA , e
AEALAL 4D
| 5 :
i ﬁﬁg{.

? : | T Ak

SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

T e T oo

W uAcess
PP RUABGL RUAUDB RUAUNJ RUEB HPA RUEBJUA RUKGCR RUISUL RUMGUZ RUHJOSA
_RUKJPDA RUHHBQA RUMHFMA RUHHNPA RUMNAW RUMFKRV RUMFSAA RUMNVH RUMMWG A
" RUMUGRA RUWMFKB RUWMMDA RUWMMFA nuw«m RUYECR RUYSCR RUYNUBA RUYNUL
DE RUYEUAC 053 204m023

ZNY CCCCC ZYO RUYE

P 2208077 JUL 6B

" M MARMED HELRON TIREE sm YO

T0 AIG SIX ZERO

INFO RUHHFWA/CS FMFPAC | ;
RUMUGRA/CS 111 MAF ; Ny
RUMMAW/0B FIRST MAW z . 1073
RUABQL/CG NINTR MAB | . u S //f‘ -
RUABQL/CTF SEVEN HINE | Y
CRUMFKRV/CTF SEVEN SIX T
RUAUDB/MAG ONE FIVE | { // VAVEES
ZEN/CTG SEVEN SIX P FOUR ; S

RUAUDB/CTG SEVEN NINE PT!TIRED

ZEN/CIG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR

ZEN/USS PRINCETON

CONFIDENT I AL

ARRIVAL REPORT

CONFIDE NTIAL PPP 2200670 Hiti-352 0i//

ORG, RV i3 62 23 UM-34D - 42/7

ARR § USS SRINGETON LPHS 21240920 JiLY 58/

PAGE Tu0 RUYEUAC 053 ¢ a;w FIDENT 1AL N

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

WNNNVV Yoadsowy . e g R ) .

PP RUYEUAC |

_ZNY EEEEE g |
PTTEZYUW RUABCMA44SZ £75000G-EEEE==RUYEUAC. 2
ZNY EEEEE . B Ks
DE RUABGL 1227B 285851 | | ; 1/@7477 A=
ZNY EEEEE S
RR 238511Z JUL 68 :

FM CG NINTH MAB _ C

10 RUYEUAC/CTG SEVEN HINE PT FOUR v - %//3«72

INFO ZEN/HQCO NINTH M4B o

BT e : S e
UNCLAS E F T O i 9/
COL A. I. THOMAS 045440/9906 USMC | D
1o EFF 28JUL68 ASSIGH COL THOMAS T0 GO cho NINTH MAB FOR FUR-
TRANS TO CONUS.

2. CITE THIS MSG AS SuTH.

o /7/ /= f
G

3 ww\ 2345/
C \X
N

DECLASSIFIED



" Be YR 242337 JUL 68

DECLASSIFIED

a
.
i . .

v i g e . -
v TEASSTVY r

e

o ‘,5;},.
THILUAIRA “ig%)n
PP RUYEGAC .
ZNR ULy ﬁﬁquﬁ?

et

PTTUZ YW RUABCHAEGIS 2120030~ UHU-=RUYEUat.
ZWR YU

DE RUADOL §47%R 210par:s 2

cari® LA
ZNR puiuy /iﬂfhf}‘/‘J‘W)
P ogsannl Jul 88 ) Mﬂﬁwmmm%
M CTF 79 y e E:
TO RUYEUAC/CTG SEVEN RIND P1 FOUR L7
BT

UNCLAS

"l. YOUR REQ FOR CHAHNCE CF ASSIGHMENT DATE TO 1AUGEE CONTAINED
REF A APPR. LTCOL P, R. FIELDS 845848/9302 USHC ASSIGNED CTG
SEVEN MNINE PT FOUR EFFEGTIVE YOUR DEPARTURE.

S sl

BT

DS AEGS v

NNNN

()

Tad’” *7

DECLASSIFIED



L

(S 17T
FET Pt
R e

it

.

O

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET ® ® NUMBER

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED DATE
-NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS

COMMANDER
SPECIAL LANDING FORCE ALFA

AFTER ACTION REPORT

FORTRESS ATTACK IV / SCOTIAND I

EXCLUDED FROM REGRADING
AND DECLASSIFICATION

Copy__1 of 18 Copies

SECRET /NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED

Z wrerdole
AT N OCLLly SO FALNOY

se T

(27T el

12/2

oe

—:

e -y

Z.

£



DECLASSIFIED

f - * Task Group 79.4
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602
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SECRET - NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of enclosures (1) and (2)

From: Commander
To: Commander, Task Force 79

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation Fortress Attack IV/Sootland II

Ref: (a) COMSEVENTHFLT 201 Plan
(b) CTF 79 120 Flan

Encl: v (1) Commander, Task Group 79,4 After Action Report, Operation Fortress
Attack IV/Scotland II '

Siled o-(2) M#M-362 After Action Report, Operation Fortress Attack IV/Scotland
A I

%. BEnclosure (1) and (2) are submitted in accordance with references (a) and
b).

-~ LA

A. I. THOMAS

DISTRIBUTION: TG 79.4 Cmd Chronology 1-ii

CG 9th MAB 12

COMNAVFORV

CIG 79.5

MM 362

CG 3D MARDIV 17

S&C File Copy 18
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MAP REFERENCES: VIETNAM 1:50,000 ANS Series 17014 Sheets 63421, 634211,
6¥i2 III, and 6341 IV

a. Operation Fortress Attack IV commenved at 220800 J“niy 68 upon
roturn of ARG/SLF Alfa from upeep/rehab at Subic Bay, R.P. An amphibious
operation was not conducted to commenee this operation,

b. ' BL® 2/4(«) v¥as Opcon to the Fourth Marines as part of Task Poree

Hotel operating in the Scotland II area during the entire period of Fortress
Attack 1V, ' R R S

a. 'Oommdor Task Group 79.% m tb_oaid ARG/SLF chippu, retain-
od eperational eontrol of EMM - 362 and provided helicopter, medionl, -dnd
1.;:;:1:% support for BLT 2/4(-) during Operation Fortress ittack IV/

- de Oporation Sootland Il is & softinmuing scarch amd destroy operation
being conducted by Task Force Hotel in Quang Tri Province in the vieinity
of Khe Sahn. BLT 2/4(=) was assigned the task of keeping Route 9 opes
ﬁ?n K!;e Sahin to the East by oecupying the high ground to the North of &

2, ask Organisation. | } |
Operation FORTRESS ATTACK IV/SCOTLAND TT (22 July - 13 August)
23.31 July
" '8e13 August e
" LtOCol PAUL R. FIELDS:
-47 August
DM - %2 R Major W, H. SHAUER -

ae Terrain., The BLT area of operation (A0) was located in the weetemn
portion of Quang Trl, Province, RVN, The genefal area in which the BLT
eperated is bounded on the north by XD 8263; on the east by YD 0163, on the
Raxti m 1040 and on the west by XD B240; ‘ The landscape throughout the
s taineus, characterized by oxtrémely steep -slopes that are cover-
ed by dense undergrowth and double canopy forest. Concealment and cover is
fair to good throughout the area. The most prominent terrain features are
hillst 950.(XD 845455), 1015 (XD 855454), 691 (XD 927u43), 504 (XD 967466)

ENCLOSURE (1)
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1123 (XD 855513), amd 606 (x0 33““'95)o SRR
b, Engmy Situstion -
(1) Gemeral. Intelligence ﬁrio'r to the oper;f.ion indicated the

enetry wonld atteampt to interdict Highway §. A4lso that enemy unils were .

moving out of KHE SAHN area. Part of these units werd deploying south

and vthers depleylmg into LAOS:emd NVH, - - - - - :
| (2) Or-dor nt.ﬁ#t.t.le - . -

om0 - R o SIRENGE -. - MEAFOD

T

162 REGT 308tk DIV XD 8738 1,850 UNK .
4th BN 95tk REGT 325 DIV XD iy 280 UNE
éth BR 95tk REGT 325 DIV XD 7243 . 978 .. UK

p8th ARTY REGT 325-DIV - ¥Dp 6836 . 1,950 : UNK

(3) Operation Effect on Enemy. The enemy has been avoiding large
contact in the operational area. He limited himself to only a few large
econtacts and mostly employed ;amall ‘soale tgetics. The eneimy left behind
mimbrous pleces of equipment and gave up base camps without a major con-

tact. He also:gave up a large cache of weapons and ammunition. without a

large contacts At this time,indieations are the eneny is avolding .con= -
tact %o resupply and propare for a possible large scale offensive in CA
LU/ROCKPILE/CAMP CARROLL arods

""o sg8ion

v. Fortioss attack IV. COMSEVENTHFLT directed SLF/ARG Alfa to provide
BLT 2/4(~) holicopter, logistic, and medical support during gcotland II.

b, Scetland II. pow"'m.- directed BLT 2[t(=) to deny the NVA
qnterdiction and snfiltratios youtes from the north to Route 9.

‘»

5, Conocept of ggg:atiom.' '

a. CIG 79.5 maintained s Jisison net with Third Marine Divisiony:
Fourth Marines and BLT 2/4(=}e CTG 79.4 made daily liaisen wisits to Tn-
] Country Commands that BLT /% was under Opcon of .

b. The embarked squadron. (EMi-362) . maintained & sodevec. stapdby and
provided liaison, logistics and - Contnand ‘and Contral flighte. Addl i
.ah average: of 7.9 sircraft were provided daily to sugment the First Marine
- Alreraft Wang Aneoountry helo assets. - . S Y S

ENCLOSURE (1) )
) 2 SECRET = NOFORN
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to initiating the operation.

with Opoon and supporting
. 1ished to maintain communication between the SLF, B]-T.zl""(‘_").",’ﬁ’dv,-. o

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET - NOFORN
) | | 068
e o i,

6. Execution.

. a. Fortress attack IV. Due to the support nature of this operation,
execution of the sdssion was generallyan extension of procedures used
during Fortress attack III. Dus to the distance from BLT 2/4(-), medical
ard logistic support was 1imited somewbat compared to the time frame in
which BL?T 2/’0(-;3 wes in the vicinty of Cua Viet River (5 March-3i May 68).

b. dootlums 1i. BLT 2/4(=) was under Opoen of Fourth Marines and
conducted search and destroy operations in the mountainous terrain East of
the Sahn. BLT 2/U(-) also assisted in the censtruction of Tire bases at

.their pesitions for USMC artillery units. :

7. Results. See enclosure (2),

8. Wg. This analysis is limited to matters at the 16
- 79.8 Jovel.  The By Commander’s analysis is included in his report, onclo=

sure (2).
" t1) '8ance Operation Fortress sttack IV did not ocimense with en
anphibdous operetion, no planning, as such, Was necessary or requiied prior

t the opspatiin eomtimecus. Lisison was W
ng oomeands, ,particalarly 3d NarDiv.snd Task J
Hotel, as well as BLT? 2/i{s). Communications lilalson teams wers e

0&1 flcﬂitlﬂc. '
b., Command Relationships .
. '(.1)1 ‘Bit 2/1&(.‘)“: ﬁg’ under Opeon of- the Fourth }_xai-ip'es:'

" (2) M6 = %2 vas mder Opoot of CIG 79,4 during Operatien For-

‘_;,‘_ RSNE Cauiack. Nome on Operstion Fortress Attack IV.
4. Sapporting irms. Mot applioable. -
Oe. stics. B
(1) - Plimgiog ) |
" §a) At the conclusion of Opsration Fortress Attsck IIE'

1iaison sas effectad with IIZ MAP and ForfogCond to resume ANG/SLF assis~
tance’ to BLY 2/4 wpom commencemsnt &f Operation Fortress Attavk 1V,

ENCLOSURE (1) -
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sics? « vorond @ e
0024068  ° |
173:\2:21966 . o

7 (b) BL% 2/k was to continue at LZ Cates under opeutioml
aonbml of Task Forss Hotel, Class H s sburce was to remain at
Forloglends soures sf sthes suppliss Wil t8 céftimue to be at m«o.
the BLT L8A Was 15eabsd at Dong Hi; With U aBVAfGe echeldh it Stod;
BLP sccess o supplies and e eg\ﬂpi&ﬁ'. iﬁiit st 88 1dted 8 LHRE-
_which oould be i\u‘fiehhnﬁ N

(2) . &MA

(a) v nmusmafmm/m Foll Supls, 15 f‘“‘
Autance was romnsd &8 plarned. ARG wam &t g ;
notorial te and from the ships and i at m&t uﬁaﬁ ik ook, . In-
country ssurces provided bssertiald ¢ 18 Mieé  the nm-.

(b) BLT /08 was activated 86 dai &4 i

for the stf<load of BLT 2fh (Hea¥) and the mrmian ‘ 5%
© memoed, Plehriing wes divectsd ﬁi' Pgti i»
68, tut altermats pimis wore doveivid
baom.ud Limitad Teshnical. 1
-duct.-‘by -3 rsa in mﬁu

- {e) In ruponse ‘to tba ﬁeﬁie&i si‘buat:loh ashoré BL"I‘ 2/“
(Rear) displaced sshore on 34 iig: Ebt /26 was euthoriséd to embark
for amphiblous trsining and and axéetted seilBit lodding-6.8. Aug: Helio?ters .
A T R e
o § the ) /7 dd effdeé
“garfases ARG liiding eraft were aﬁﬁiﬁi&d oy & fevf tﬁ?&ﬁiﬁv
from Dong Ht to ﬁlang. ‘

) »

() Both the off<loading of m 2/l and t.he éuliéskation of
BLT 2/26 weré Lipeded by the curfews ofi the Cua viet River i én Bighway
#1 Getwesr Dong Ha and Quang Trd, and by the limited Auibe¥: of boats avail-
dble, The necossity of deliveriiyg the WY 2/t Log Bupport m{ to
ard snburking the BL? 2/26-15U there mide the LPD. and two
ablé for & full day., attached units ware still reporting %4 BE %6
during the losaing, and large quantities of supplies and ¢gipment were
being received on prisrity requisitions. THese problolis Wefe overcoms
vi mm@uy flexibilé sosistanice frem the nmaou.'z staff and ewpmn‘on

ships,

(e) ‘Dogistid coordination with BLT z/u _contAtitie : qntdl- the
temmination of Operation Fortress Aﬁttc]t Iv, but all logistie support ended
when the BLT Rear hail completely displacett ashore. Logistic support of
BLT 2[26 comnenced upon embarkatiolf’ for training and contimes.

(f) THe USS' Prince¥on wi's’ dasmnw Privary camny Receiving
Ship (PCRS) and’ SI¥ ¢asualty 1iaison sentatives were stationed &t -
Company D, 3d Medicad- B (Delsa’ MedYy ‘Bd. The MEDEVAC comm guward for
BLT 2/l remained’ with: 31 MarDiv becawss of "time/space factors. MEDEVAC

gasrd was estabiS#isd foF the sulicve trainshg of BLT 2/26, o
' BNCLOSURE. (1)
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f. Casualty Reporting. Casualty reporting was conducted in accord=~
ance withewrrent directives. The 9th MAB GRGC ALFA was located aboard the
USS Princeton” (LPH-5), which was designated the Primary Casualty Recelving
$hip,  BLT 2/4 and TG 79.l4 casualty representatives wero positioned at Co
*D', 3d Medical Bn, Dong Ha, RVN, te ecllect and pass casually information
conderning Spocial Landing Force ALFA persemnel on to the 9th MAB CRCC ALFA.

22 July 1966 - 13 Awgust 1969,
 FORTRE3S ATTACK IV/SCOTLAND II

L~

A. Friendly Breny 3
KIA 11 4 4
Dow 0 o 0
S OWIA . . 17
CMIANE 10
castltiss -1
DA 0
Total 59

ge Qm&gg . No oivis aetica program was conducted dus to the
ares of opérs and the operetiomal sommitments. ’ :

h. I50. 4 yhotegraphie was sest ashere with BLT 2/t te provide infor-
nationsl services swwerage, ‘ ‘ D
. %. Commanications wese estubliehed IAN Pask Group

' Flan , TG 79.% COI's dtd 15 June and 5 Augast 68. X Mes-.
sage Center was maintained afloat im somjumetion with the USS Princeton
Naval Communication Centes. Ci0 79.4 malstainod message distribution

responaibility for BLY 2/5, HLY 2/26 smd WX - 352, The following nets
were ssteblished/entered during operation JOUMTRESS ATTACK/SCOTLAND II.

| Q) W (16 798 entored this net establishing
oommmications ciper) with 34 Bepliv, ist Merines, 3d Marines, hth
Merines and 1st AaBresBn, | ’

. (2) W—M- CI0 M5 en this riet. upon backe-
load of BLT 2]28 establishing communieation ¢ Jeiper) with 1st Marines
and BLT 2/26.’ -

| (3) m_:_:i_i_z_{_m CIG 79.% swaablished this net with SLF ALFA
1iaisen teams in the field. Equipment and personnel were utilized basical-
1y 4n the same manner as for cperation Fortress Attack IT/Sootland IT.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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" BLT 2/ Rear located at Dong Ha also sntered this nét to provide direct
. Goplmupnications between the BLT Rear CP and SLF uaits afloat. . SI..F li.d.m
. Ms stations wore established m the touovn:g nm:er. .' ;.

) ( 3 ALFA. Incated at H;'l‘ 2/& P (LZ Cates) for pauim of ,
traffic between BLT 2/% and CTG 79.4. SL¥ oquipment utilized was PRO-25
and RC-292, BLT 2/4 made its MRC-109 (with KY-8) available to the su'
operators for passing of Classified Traffic, - :

{b) BRAVO. Located at Dong Ha (Delta Med Bn) for passing of
casutalty reports; this station was ussd as a relay in passing traffic from/
to BLT 2/4 Rear and SLF ALFA. Bquipment utilized was MRC=110 (with K¥-8),
PRC-25 and RC-292, .

(c) CHARLIE. located at ca-p clrroll for relay of tratfic be-
tween ships and units in the fleld. Team was deactivated 28 July 1968;
relay services not needed as eommwmisstions were established. dh‘octly bew
tweon the ships and operating unite in the field,
Outstanding ¢ouperation and sssistancewereagain provided by:FLC and

FLSG Bravo in repairing down CoummeEles oquipnnt dnr:lng the uponuon.
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HEADQUARTERS
Task Group 79.4
FPO Saa Francisco, Califernia 96602
3/IMB/dkh
- 003427368
29 Sep 68

| SECRET - NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1)

From: Commander
To: Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1-31 August 1968

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2
(b) FMFPACO 5750.8
(e) Brig0 5750.1C

Encl: (1) Commander Task Group 79,4 Command Chwomology

1. E?c%osure (1) is submitted in accordance with reference (a), (b),
and (¢).

U TN Nyt SN iz
SRR NC Y ke

J. F. MCMAHON JR.

DISTRIBUTION: CG,9th MAB
CG, 3d #AR DIV
CG, 1st MAW
CIG 76.4

- CIG 7945

RLT-26 (Rear)
MAG-15
BLT 2/26
HMM-362
S & C File

5

= O 0O\ N\ FWwW
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COMMANDER TASK CROUP 79,4
COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 August to 31 August 1968
INDEX

PART I ORGANIZATION&L DATa
PART II1 NARRATIVE SUMMARY
PART ITTI  SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF EVENTS
PART IV SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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1.

3.

Designation
Task Group 79.4

BLT 2/4
1-13 ‘g 1968
BLT 2/26
13-31 .ug 1968

HMM 362
1-31 Aug 1968

None
location

Staff Officers
Bxeoutive Off'iger

ad jutant/S -1

Intelligence Officer

DECLASSIFIED

P.RT I .
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

SUBORDIN:TE UNITS

AITACHED UKITS

2

003427368
29 Sep 68

Commander

Col i« I. THOMAS

1 hug 1968

LtCol P. R. FIBLDS
2-6 hug 1968

Col 4. I. THOM:S
7.2 fug 1968

Col J. F., MCM.HON JR.
25-31 Aug 1968

LtCol L. 4. RANN
1-13 /ug 1968

LtCol T. OWENS

13-17 Aug 1968

LtCol W. F. SPARKS
18-31 Aug 1968

Mcj W He SHADER, Jr,
1=31 Aug 1968

US3 PRINCEION (LPH-5)

1-31 ~ug 1968

USS DUBUQUE (LPD-8)

1-31 iug 1968

USS POINT DEFLANCE (LSD-31)
1-31 fug 1968

USS W:SHOE COUNIY (LSr-1165)
1-25 sug 1968

USS TOM GREEN COUNTY (LST-1159)
25-31 Lug 1968

LtCol P. R. FIELDS
1 iug 1968

LtCol L. C. WITT
2.6 fug 1968

LtCol P. R. FIELDS
?7-31 hug 1968

1stLt L. HICKS
1-31 iug 1968

Capt B, J. BROCHELT
1-31 .ug 1968

ENCLOSURE (1)
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issistant Intelligence Officer/

Aerial Observer

Operations Officer

hssistant Operations Officer

Fire Support Coordinator
Alr Officer

Logisties Officer

Communications Officer

average Monthly Strength

USMC
OFF ENL
Hq Task Group 79.4 11 42
BLT 2/4 51 1109
BLT 2/26 38 1076
HVi=362 bl 229
3

003427368
29 iug 68

Capt R. B. LEWIS
1-31 ‘g 1968

LtCol L. C. WITI

Maj L. J. DES J.RDINES
2-6 Lug 1968

LtCol L. C. WIIT

7-31 iug 1968

Maj L. J. DE8 JARDINES
1 Aug 1968

Not Assigned

2-6 iug 1968

Maj L. J. DES JARDINES
7-17 .wug 1968

Not Lssigned

18-25 iug 1968

Maj J. R. RUFFINI
26-31 Aug 1968

Maj G. P, HURPHY
1-31 Aug 1968

Haj J. M. BARNHART
1-31 aug 1968

ilaj R. I. MaCPHERSON
1-18 sug 1968

Maj Te s WILLILaiSON
19-31 .ug 1968

Maj W. B. LUDWICK
1-22 /ug 1968

Capt s Do GALLIGAN
23-31 iug 1968

USN
OFF  BiL
0 0
b o4
30
1 3
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PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

From 1 August to 13 August Special Landing Force Alfa participated 1n
Operation Fortress .ittack IV/Scotland II in support of BLT 2/4(-??

On 6-8 August, the Second Battalion, Twenty-Sixth Marines embarked aboard
ARG shipping for amphibious training prior to being designated the SLF BLT.
On 7-9 Aug extensive shipboard training was conducted in shipboard emergency
ovolutions, helicopter familiarization, and embark/debark evolutions. On 10-
11 Aug a combined heliborne and waterborne landing Exercise was made by 2/26
into an 40 south of the Cua Viet River. On 13 hug 2/26 was designated the
BLT for SIF ilfa. On 15-16-17 Aug a separate reinforced company was heli-
lifted in to the same AQ used for the BLT LANDEX. The next day, another
company would relieve in place.

On 18 Aug, SLF ilfa commenced Oporation Proud Hunter at 1200H with a oom-
bined heliborne and waterborne amphibious assault into the Napoleon/Saline
A0, This freed the Second Battalion,First Marines to conduct a raid into
the DiZ area. Operation Proud Hunter terminated at 211800H with no contact
during the three day period,

On 25 Aug a reinforced company wee landed by helo into an assigned AO
within the Napoleon/Saline 40 for recon operations on the south bank of the
Cua Viet River. On 27 Aug “G" Company was relicved by “F* Company in placs.

On 28 Aug, SLF 4lfa commenced Operation Swift Pursuit at 1230H with a
helliborne amphibious assault into the vieinity of Mail Loc YD 105510 (lancas-
ter II 40), There was no contact during the landing phase and Blt 2;26(-)
was chopped opcon to the Third Marines at 281730H,

HIM-362 was opcon to Commander Task Group 79..4 during the entire month
of August participating in Operation Fortress Attack IV/Scotland II, Opera-
tion Proud Hunter, and Operation Swift Pursuit/Lancaster II. HMM-362 ex-
ceeded 2000 flight hours for the second consecutive month and provided 6.6
aircraft daily for augmentation purposes during 22 days in iugust when not
in dircet support of BLT 2/26.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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1 iug 1968
2 Aug 1968
7 iug 1968

7 sug 1968
1 aug 1968
16 iug 1968
25 aug 1968

003427368
29 .ug 68

PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

M1jGen R. G. D.VIS, CG 3d MarDiv, aboard for visit,

LtCol P. k. FIELDS relieved Col ;. I. THOM:S as CIG 79.4.
Commandant of the Marine Corps, General L. F. CHAPMAN JR.
aboard for visit,

Col s« I. THOMAS relieved LtCol P. R. FIELDS as CIG 79.4.

M3 jGen PEACHERS (Rosorve) aboard for visit.

LtGen k. E. CUSHM«N JR., CG IIT Mu.F, aboard for visit.

Col J. F, MCMAHON JR. relieved Col 4, I, THOMaS as CIG 79.4.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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PART IV

CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

TAS 1.°CTG 79,4 MSG 0101072 AUG 68
2 ~COMSEVENTHFLT MSG 030230Z AUG 68
< “CTF 79 MSG 070102Z AUG 68

o

CIG 79,4 MSG 081114Z AUG 68

o "CIG 9.4 MSG 091334Z AUG 68

¢
v

¥
?

70

TiB 2+
TaB 3.
TAB &4 -

IAB 5

* BLT 2/26 MSG 1214302 AUG 68
- COMSEVENTHFLT #SG 130810Z AUG 68

BLT 2/26 nSG 1610112 4UG 68

- CIG 76.4 MSG 2015402 AUG 68
- COMSEVENTHFLT #SG 202340Z AUG 68
-CIG 79.4 1SG 2505574 AUG 68

BLT 2/4 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-31 AUGUST 1968 "\ !

fule?

BLT 2/26 COmrL.ND CHRONOLOGY

Hivi-362 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-31 AUGUST 1968 S@P
CIG 79.4 CGidiT AFIER ACTION REPORT OPERATION PROUD HUNTER /7-2/a..¢5
ENCLOSURE (1)
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Cﬂ/z‘c’; | By il &
Tea. (ommavd ,__CA“”" ’/07_;,._\“”,,‘, e e e

S

5750 ‘.

T i cee

W  UACT43
PP RUABQL RUAUDB RUMHFMA RUMFKRV RUMHAW RUMLMPA RUMHLA RUMHVP
RUMUGRA RUYEUAG RUYNBUL
DE RUYEUAC 078 2140128
ZNY EEEEE XYO RUYE
RN -
6 SEVEN NINE PT FOU

TO RUABQL /CTF SEVEN NINE 7
INFO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC - OD
RU YNBUL / COMSE VE NT HFLT 1
RUMUGR/CS THIRD MAF
RUABQL/CG FMFPAC (FWD) | 18!
RUMW.A/(3 FIRST MARDIV 752
RUMHVP/CS THIRD MARDIV U,}@

_ RUMMAW/(3 FIRST MAV

" RUMMPA/(S FORLOGDOMC le
RUMFKRV/CTF SEVEN SIX 2o
ZEN/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOURET ﬂ
RUYEUAG/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE
RUYEUAC/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE
RUAUDB/MAG ONE FIVE
RUABGL/BLT TWO SIX (REAR)
ZEN/BLT TWO SLANT FOUR &
ZEN/ HMM THREE SIX TWO&—
RUABAL/HQCO NINTH MAB

= - 3

PAGE TWO RUYEUAC 798 UNCLAS E FT O
BT
UNCLASE FTO

CHANGE OF COMMAND TG 7344
e LTCOL PAUL R, FIELDS ©49848 USMC REL IEVED COLONEL ALFRED I, THOMA S

P45443 USMC AS COMMANDER SPECIAL LAMDING FORCE ALFA (CTG 79.4) AT ge
012800 H AUG 68, ALL ORDERS AN DIRECTIVES ISSUED BY MY PREDECESSORS
REMATN IN EFFECT. '

BT
Swo_ SLrtt 01’ E
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LAY ERADERELLEER

ZZ7?DDDREY
FIUARIY ?Efﬁﬁivv Ve

UGH .
RUYEUACJCTC SEVEN ghn FUFUIR / ‘yﬁf7¢:i
RUYEUAC, TG STVEN NIME PT FOUR Pl Lasitey
INFO RONLE G SINCPACELT fWQ;;ﬂwr’v,,
RUHHFMA/GC *MFFAU L (G

RUMUKF A/ C0MUSH , el

RUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDLY JUI7

RUMFKRV/CTF SEVEN §1X

RUABOL /CTF SECVEN HINE

RUWJIMSA/CONPHIBP AL | | ,
BT ' , ;af ‘ 7'1{5"’ -
SECRET Sty

A. CG III MAF 0214527 AUG PASLP

lo INVIEW OF IMMINENT THREAT POSED BY 328ThH NVA DIVISION AND THE
TACTICAL RISK OF EXTRICATING BLT 2/4 AS EATED REF A, CONCUR
EARLIEST RACKLOAD BLT 2/26 (U/A 6 AUP y £2 SLF ALFA BLT VICE

BLT 2/4 TC COMMENCE FAPID AND INTENSIVE FOPHIBIOUS TRAINING.

PAGE TWO RUYNBUL 8113 S E C R E 1

THIS RECONSTITUTED AMPHIB FOKCE TO BE PRLARED TO LAND A5 REQUIRED
TO CCUNTER ENENMY OFFENSIVE OPNS WHICH MAY DEVILOP FROM THE VICINITY
OF THE EASTERN DMZ.

2, CTG T6e4 AND CIG 9.4 DESIGNATED CATF nND CLF RESPECTIVELY FOR

TRAINING, PLANNING AND EXECUTION IF REQUIRED, DIRLAUTH ALCON. | i
3. DO NOT CONSIDER THAT «ROV" PRECLUDES RUQUIREMENT FOR SCREDULED B

REEQUIP AND REHAB GF BLT 2,26 EARLIEST, AZ T.CTICAL SITUATICH PERMITS S
GP=4 | R | -
B T L - o . :{

<o Seb B

o Ty
B o

Ry
e

i
i
%
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it
®

ey

¥

3
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CONFIDENTLAY. 7. ®
|- Y

NNNNVU  YEATIOUY  FEBLGAYY  NFOSSE MNA5875877
PP RUHGUA4C — T
ZNY ccoce )C)
PATCZYUY RUABCMAB24S 2233303~CCCC-~RUHBUAC, i

DE RUABAGL 33SB 2868]22

ZNY CCoee

P 2731027 AUG 68 ol
027

FM CTF SEVEN NIHE _ JwA
TO RUYEUAC/CTG SEVEN MINE PT FOUR = fUQa’
INFO RUHEFMA/ZCG FHFPAD
RUYNBUL /COMSEVENTHFLT = ’
RUMUGRA/CG 111 MAF 1}47/7
RUMHVP/CT THIRD MARDIV
RUMFKRV/CTF SEVEN SIX
RUHGUAC/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR ¥
RgYEUAG/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE
8T -
CONFIDEMNTIAL
ASSIGNMENT TO COMMAND ¢U)
1. EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY COL A, I. THOMAS IS REASSIGNED
AS COMMANDING OFFICER OF SLF ALPHA. COL THOMAS
ARRIVING DANANG VIA MAC FLT H-26 DEPARTING OKINAWA 9717381
AUG. REQUEST ASSISTANCE ONWARD TRANSPORTATION TO
(:> LPH TONIGHT. BGEN CHIP SENDS
GP=4

BT Swo ............-:-....,,C./: *'ﬂcl'js

[

e e a e ————
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2w/ HE [MiNE SIX T co %
ZEN/BLT Ta,.) SLaBT Twd s8I L o

4 ;
d - s 5 ot

FACE TWO RHEYEHW 579 UNCLAS E .7 T 0 L
BT

UNGLASE T T O
CHAIGE OF COMMEND TG 79l 3

te JOLONIL ALFRED 1o THCAS 220440 705C 1 TUVED LTCOL PAUL R. FIELD.
SA934 3 USHO AC COMEANDIN SPESIAL LAMING. FOUTE MLFA {ITG TR.4) AT
eT0328H 843 3. all. O DOIRECTIVE S IS IS BY MY PREDECTSSORS
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HEADQUARTERS
Task Group 79.4
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602
3/J¥B{dkh
003A24068
27 Aug 1968

SECRET = NOFORN - I(!nclassiﬁed upon removal of enclosure (1), (2) and
' 3)

From: Commander
To: Commander, Task Force 79

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation Proud Hunter

Ref: (a) COMSEVENTHFLT 201 Plan
(b) CTF 79 120 Flan

Encl: (1) Cormander, Task Group 79.4 After Actlon Report, Operation
Proud Hunter
}2) BLT 2/26 After Action Report, Operation Proud Hunt.er} ?“ f
3) HMM=362 After Action Report, Operation Proud Hunt.er

1. Enclosures (1), (2) and (3) are submitted in accordance with references
(a) and (b).

SRR

b A A
J. F. HCHAHON JR, ( N (’

DISTRIBUTION: TG 79.4 Cmd Chronology 1-11

CG 9th MAB 12
CIG 76,4 13
COMNAVFORV 14
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BLT 2/26 . 16
HMM-362 17
CG 3D MARDIV 18
S & C FILE COPY 19
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003A244,068
27 Aug 68

COMBAT AFTER A"TION REPORT, OPERATION. PRWD HUNTER

MAP REFERENCES: VIETNAM 1: 50,000, ADS Series 1701k Sheet 6MJ2 IV

1. Gemeral a S

a. Operation Proud Hunter cmmnced o.t 181200H Aug &3 with : cm-
bined heliborne and weterborne cmphibiouq aassult 1nt.o the Napoleon/
S‘lim Ao. s i . . -

b. BLT 2/26 was Opcon to Commander Task Group 79.4 as the force to .
relieve Second Battalion, First Marines of the responsibility of the
Napoleon/Saline. AO, 2/1 conducted & raid inte the DMZ.during Operaticn
Proud Humter. - = [ . o e o0 i 0 N

. Commander Task Group 79.4 abarked.absard ARG/SIF shipping, retain-
egd .Opoon of HB01-362, - HMM-362 provided helicopter, medical and loc:lst:lc .
suppert fo;' BI.T 2/26 during Operation Prwd Hunter. _

L W . - Dol

2. ‘aekwggimtion L

o Task Orowp 79.5 Col 4. L. THOMAS .
-~ BIT 2/26 LtCol W, F. SPARBS
HMM=362 Major W, H, SHAUER

2 Terra.i.n Thé Amphib:l.ena Operat Area (AOA) was located in the
extreme northoastern portion of Quang Tri, 1ng Pravinca, RN, The assigned
area was the Napoleon/Saline AQ, The landscape throughout the £G4 is
coastal lowlands. It is campartmented into two segments of :terrain,both.
generally aligned with the coast .nd paralleling cach oth&r. THhey pro-
gress inland from gently rolling sandy beaches. and dunes to a:low area of
rice cultivnt:[on. _ The most prominent terrqin fe‘.turea are. the Ben- llgu
(Jone‘é”c‘reek)and Bua Viet Rivers, L _ v

be Eneny Situation

(1) Intelligence prior to the operation indicated the-shsay would
possibly make an attempt to interdict the Cua,Viet River and attack Dong
Ha or ,iqatallqﬁons ,t‘art.her south, . Jthere were no. confi.med snew unite..
withinﬁthm O L . .

(@) Order of Batt.le. The below. liated units _were -those capable of
mfiltrating .or at.t.acking into the AQL w;lthin 2!9 hours , P

At . : LU
S v & u," (. . . . Lo . . I . ; . .. ,

N oo . . L. : - - ;- . . il
B S : P ey ’ . A0 - v
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27 Aug 68 o

UNID - . LOCATION . - STRENGTH. iy
27 IND REGT (NVA) ‘ YD 1384 1,725

270 IND REGT {NVA) . YD 1787 .o T 900

KY ANH 4RTY BN , . YD 1885 ‘ UNK

138 REGT (NVA) ' YD 2284 ‘ UNK

U/I BN 52ND REGT (NVA) YD 1088 , hso

27 IND BN (Nvafvc) - YD 1667 o 350 |
126 NAVAL SAPPER REGT - ° UNLOCATED N, E, IMZ WK .
U/I UNIT OF PT-76 TANKS UNK L UNK (POSSIBLY
C-59 CcO : ~ - UNK- : ' " UNK

(3). Operational Effect on Enemy, The enemy avoided contact in
the area during the operation. However, the BLT did discover four dee-
omposed NVA bodies. Three of these bodies were three to four weeks old
and ‘the fourth wss a skeleton wearing NVA belt lind utilities. ' Recent
events have indicated that the overall effect of this operation, in Son-
Junction with other allied operations within this general area, was ¢to -
deny the enemy use of the DMZ area for the commencement of his 3rd

General Offensive for an unknown périod of time. This does not preclude-

his initiatisg this offengive:pz'qsently, as any disruption to his o
schedule has been overcome by this time. : '

4. Mission

a. Special Landing Fo,rc.e Alra,‘gs.si,gneci' miés:lon was to conduct an _
amphibious assault at H and L.hours on DuDay to find, fix, and destroy
enemy forces, installations, and material within the AGA (Napoleon/

Saline A0) and withdraw on order..

5: Concept of Operations -~ = B o e

a. Special Landing Force 41fa landed at H and L hours on D-Day by~

amphiblan vehicle and landing eraft over assigned beaches and by hell-
copter to relieve 2/1 in place, and conducted ambushes, combat patrols
and sweeps in the assigned A0A,

6, Execution

@, Proud Hunter. Execution  of the mission was generally an ex-
tension and refinement of the procedures used in depleying the BLT in
a landing exercise south of the Cua Viet River on 10-11 August and
company sized landing exercises/operations conducted on 15-17 August,

‘CG TII MAF msg 1710347 Aug requestéd BLT 2/26 land in Napoleon Saline

AO with A0 as AOA at about 181200H August. At 181200 the BLT landed by =

helicopter, LVT, and LM-8; the landing was completed by 181540H. Coms
mander Task Group 79.4 assumed Opcon of all Third Pivision units in

ENCLOSURE (1)
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AQA effective 181200, This included the First Amtrac Battalion and 1st
Battalion, Eleventh Marines, On 21 iugust as units of 2/1 returned to
their former positions, BLT 2/26 began their covered withdawal, At 21-
1800H Operation Proud Hunter terminated with the BLT(minus) F/2/26 and LVT
platoon) reenmbarked sboard ARG ah:l.pping. The entire backload wes com-
pleted ;t 221000H. 5 .‘ Cn :

7. Regults, See enclosures (2) and (3). |

8. Commander's Aﬁaia. This analysis is limited to matters st the -
TG 79,4 level, snd MM Commander's andyaia are :I.ncluded in
their reports, onclosuren (2) and (3)

a. Plamning,

(1) Informal liaison with CG, III MAF had indicated ‘that "ARG/SIF
Alfa would possibly land in the Napoloon/Saline AO or one of. three arcas
near Danang. Plnnning was commericed on the four poesible Ams.

(2) CG Third Mar Div mag 1617502 Aug’ propoaed a,one dny battalion
raid in the DMZ north of Con Thien to exploit shock action of arclight
strikes; the raid would be conducted by 2/1. CG ITI MAF msg 1710342
directed the lmding of BLT 2/26 to relieve’ 2/1 of the Napolem/Sal ine A0,

(3) Throughout the operation continuous liaiam was, conductad with -
Third Marine’ Division, BLT- 2/26,Firet “kmtrac Battaldon and 1/ -

Close lisison wes conductad with 2/1 dtu'ing, their return to t.lh-‘!'e Napoleml
S&line AO. . - _ ] ) _ i

b. Command Relationa hips

. (1) The following units were wnder th Opcon of CTG 79.h dur:l.ng
Operation Proud Hunter: BLT 2/26, IMM-362, First Amtrac Battalicnm, '
and First Battalion, Eleventh Marines, - ‘Elements of 2/1 were Opeon' to
CTG 79.11 ‘upon. retur'n to thsi.r posit.ioﬁa mtil- temnination of the opertt.ions.

(2) cra 79.h was Opcon to CTG 76,k (Commder, Amphibious Task
Force) during Opontion Proud Hunter, .

c. Enemy Contact. None on Opor.t:lon Proud Huntor. |

d, Supporting Arms, -

(1) Supporting Arma Anﬂnble
(a) Artmery

"1 The following art.il]ery batteriea provided artﬂlery .
lupport within 't'ho Amphibious Cbjective ares. .. . | o

ENCLOSURE (1)
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~a' B/1/13
b a/m
e W/l/12
g W/L/11 -
:€ -3rd Fl%, 1st Armored Amphibinn CD..(LVTH—6)

2 General Support Arti]lery fires were available from
12th Marine Regiment.

-(b) Naval Gunfire © 2w

1 USS Arnold J. Isbell (DD-869) D/S_BIT 2/26 .
2 USS Turner Joy (ID-951) relieved USS Isbell on station
while Isbell rearmed. ,

- (e) Air ST

1 o close aiz,support was scheduled, but diverted by .
Dong Ha DASC when required

(2) Concept -of - Employment ~

. (a) In order to provide rapid and effective n.rb:.llegy eupport. t.o
the lo.nding force and at the same time maintain ‘control of the numerous -
artillery units within the area, the firing batteries were grouped under the
tactical cantrol of:the lst Batteliem, 11lth Marines, whose command post
was located within the Amphibiocus Operation Area. ihe lst Battalion, 1lth
Marines thug had tactical control over alil artlller'y fires within the :
Amphibiocus Objective Arca and ran technical fire direction for the LVTH~6
Pit., 4/1/11 end W/1/11. B/1/13 and %W/1/12 ran their own fire direction
center‘ . N . PR PRt N

(b) Navnl Gunf:l.rs supnort was prov:ldnd by the d:l.rect support ship
in accordanc with normal procedures and was plamned to. be utilized primar:lly
for counter-battery fire into the DMZ area. utilizing the naval gunfire :
spotters located at Ocean View vic YD 29h750 and C-h vic YD 313722 as well
as the SFCP attached to the BIT, . . . g

ST

(3) Fire Support Coordination

(a) Control and coordination of fire support remsined afloat '
for the entire operation, .

(b) To ensure complete control and.coordipation.of Support:l.ng
Arms, the Amphibicus Objective Area was broken down into two areas of operw
ation with a Fire Coordination line between them; one area was controlled
by BIT 2/26 end the other by 1st Amtrac Bn. Both Battalions ran thair own
FSCC's and reported to lst Marines FSCC, who.coordinated fire-between the

ENCLOSURE (1)
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two Bnttalions The. 1st Marines- 4o SACG |bon'd USS Pr:l.nceta:r
(LPEsS) who controlled all fires within the AQL @md éoordinated with 3D

Mar Div FSCC 411 fires adjacent to the AOA boundries end those gensral
support fires coming into the AQA from other areas. Save-a~Plane informa-
tion and Restrictive fire plans were umed by SACC and cuordinated with
Dong Ha DASC,

(h) ‘Fire Sumt Utﬂized

" (a) The fonowing fire anpport. was ut,m.sed dur:l.ng opera.tim
Proud. Hunter, o

’ [}

Artillery _ M:I.ss:tom " “FpS Rxpended
| 105 M Eag e 6
wréeie. o -heS Morter ot n33 . T3
Be/38 0 © 198 - 1687
. 5n/5h o 6 e 7T
(b) The Naval Gunfire' includes HiI missions into the DIZ,-
P e.Lo stica 3 R E | '

@ m&e : o
" (a) BIT 2/26 embarked with the fol]cw.'mg

=

Class 1 3 days KCI

Cless II On hand stocks !

Class III 15 days operationsl stocks packagec. gooda
Clas= IV 20,000 Send bags '

Class V Basic Allowance

3% T AV [ )

() BIE 2/26 remained under the operational control of 6‘1‘0
7,.1; with initial supply being accomplished from ARG shipping,

{(c) BIT was directed tc draw resupply from ;l.n-country sdnrcea.
FISG Bravo was tc be used for resupply of Class I, MCI's.

(2) Execution

(a) Class I raaupply was a.ccompliahed as plamed, augmented
with A and B rations from the host unit, Second Battalicn, Firet }hﬁnes.. )

o (b) Class IT and IV were not issued ncT, were addit:l.ona'l. sup~' -

e .

plies requested in country. o Do
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(c) Clase III, e. g. MUGAS.and DIESEL were replenished frow :I.n
country. aources, notably Firpt. Amtrac Battalion 1ocated at the mouth of the
Cm Viet. River. P oo .

i ' (d) Claas v not expended

(e) Helicopters and ARG landing craft carried peraonnel, sup~
pliecs and equipment between the ships and the Am.

.- (£) No insurmountable supply problems were. encounterad. As
noted above, m-cmmtry supply sources provided essential su;ppliés to the
BIT.

(g) In~country meintenance facilities were availsble, notably
First Amtrac Battalion where six of the BLT!'s LVTP-5s were worked on,

(h) The USS Princeton was designsted as primary Caaualty
Reasivimg: s1np (FCRS).

f. Cammltg Regort;_xx_%' Cammlty report;l.ng was conducted in accordance
with current tives, 9th MiB CRCC ALFA was located aboard the USS

Princetcn (LPH-5), shich was designeted the Primary Casualty Receiving Ship, .
BLT 2/26 and TG 79, casualty ropresentatives were positicned at the BLT CP

t6 collect and pass cesualty information concerning Special Ianding Force

AIFA personnel on to the 9th MAB CRCC ALFA, ..

CASUALTY RECAPITUIATIW
18 August 1968-21 August 1968

PROUD HUNTER e
a, Friendly - . be Enemy
KIA 00 KIA 00
DOW 00 - POW . ..00 .
WL 00 (DB~ . ;00. B ,,}:v
WILNE 00 T0TAL 00
Non-Hostilse ‘ L
Casualties . 11
DAT 00
TOTAL 11

ge Civic Action. No civic action program was. conducted due to the
area of operation and the operational comitments, P

b, IS0, A photographer was sent ashore with BET 2/26 to provide ine
formaticnal services coverage.

i, Commmiocations, Communications were esthbiiéﬁéd ﬂ.w Task G'r‘mp )
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79.4 Op Flan 120-(YR), TG 79.L COI dtd 5 Aug 68 with change 1,

A Message Center was maintained afloat in canjunction with the USS Prince-
ton Naval Communications Center. CTG 79.L4 maintained message distribution
responsibility for BLT 2/26 and HMM-362, The following nets were estab-
lished/entered during operation PROUD HUNTER.

3d Mar Div Cmd #2 (AM)

CTG 79.L entered this net, established communications with 3d Mar Div,
Net was utiliged when the TG was out of range with VHF equipment,.

3d Mar Div Tac #2 (FM)

CTG 79.L entered thie net,establishing coammunications (plain/cipher)
with 3d Mar Div, First Marines and First Amtrac Battallon,.

1st Marines #1 (S) (FN)

CTG 79.L entered this nety establishing commmications (plain/cipher’)
with First Marines,

SLF Tac #2 (FM)

CTG 79.4 established this net with BIT 2/26, First Amtrac Battaliom,
There were no SLF (AIFA) Radio Iiaison teams in the field for this opeX-
ation as direct commmications were well esteblished with the field and the
USS Princeton was designated as the primary facility for BIT's Casualties.

BLT Tac #1 (FM)

CTG 79.4 entered this net and monitored with the capibility to emter
if communications with BIT 2/26 were lcst by other means,

12th Marines Arty Cmd/Fire Direction

CTG 79.L entered this net and established communications with 3d Mer
Div, First Marines, 1st Bn,11th Marines and 12th Marines,

1lst Bn, 11th Marines Arty Air Spot (FM)

CTG 79,Li entered this net and established communications with "ON
STATIMN AIRCRAFT" as required,

CONDICT (F FIRE #1 end #2

The two Conduct of Fire nets established with First Battalion,
11th Marines, BIT 2/26 and BIT2/26 forward observers as required during
practice landing, but the two nets were not used during the actual operation.
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Subj: Command Chronology for period 1-30 September 1968
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ORGANIZATTONAL DATA

DESIGNATION
TG 79.4

COMMANDER
Col J. F, MCOMAHON, JR
1-30 September 1968

SUBORDINATE UNITS

BLT 2/26
1-30 Sep 1968

SQDN HMM 362
1-6 Sep 1968
HMM 363
6-30 Sep 1968

ATTACHED UNITS

1CCATION

STAFF OFFICERS
Executive Officer

8-1/.djutant
Intelligence Officer
Assistance Intelligence Officer/

Aerial Observer

Operations Officer

ItCol W. F. SPARLZ
1-30 Sep 1968

Mi§ W. H. SHAURR, JR
1.6 Sep 1968
Maj J. L. HARRISON

SHIP

USS PRINCETON (LPH-5)
1-30 Sep 1968

USS DUBUQUE (1LPD-8)

1-30 Sep 1968

USS PT DEFIANCE (LSD-31)
128 Sep 1968

USS CARTER HALL (LSD-3)
1-30 Sep 1968

USS TOM GREEN COUNTY (LST-1159)
1-30 Sep 1968

LtCol P. R. FIELDS
1-30 Sep 1968

1s%%t L. HICKS
1-30 Sep 1968

1-30 Sep 1968

Capt R. B. LEWIS
1-30 Sep 1968

LtCol L. C. WITT
1-15 Sep 1968
itCol K. L. LYNN
16-30 Sep 1968

ENCIOSGEE (1)
SECRAT - NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



SECRET - NOFORN

Asst Operations Officer

Communications Officer
Alr Officer

Fire Support Coordinator
Logistics Officer

L, AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

SIF HQ

BLT

SQDN HyM 362
Hd4 363

TOTAL

DECLASSIFIED

USMC
OFF ENL
11 50
35 1024
L6 211
by 19k
Wi 107
3

USN OTHER
OFF  ENL OFF ENL
0 0 0 0
9 49 0 0
1 3 0 0
1 3 0 0
it 355 0 0 .
g
=
ENCLOSURE (1)
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Maj J. R. RUFFINI
121 Sep 1968
Maj D. B. TOWNSEND
22-30 Sep 1968

Capt M. D. GALLIGAN
1-30 Sep 1968

Maj J. M. BARNHART
1-30 Sep 1968

Maj G. P. URPHY
1-30 Sep 1968

Maj T, A. WILLIAMSON
1-30 Sep 1968
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

On 2 September HMM 362 offloaded elements of BLT 2/26 admin rear to
Dong Ha Combat Base. BLT 2/26(-) was OPCON to Third Marines participating
in Operation lancaster II. The same day HMi 362 offlocded to Marble Mouna

tain Air Facility and chopped OPCON to the First Marine Aircraft Wing at
021630H Sep.

ARG/SLF ALFA departed the coastal waters of RVN to Subic Naval Base,
P, I. for ship repair/upkeep on the evening of 2 September. On 18 Sep
ARG/SIF ALFa departed Subic for a port visit at Singapore. On 27 Sep
ARG/SLF ALFA departed Singapore for the coastal waters of RVN. On 30 Sep
HMM 363 embarked aboard USS PRINCETON for duty as SLF Hii,

During September, BLT 2/26(-) participated in Lancaster II. HMM
363 operated from Phu Bai Alr Facility OPCON to Marins Aircraft Group
36 during Scpiember.
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PART IXI
SEQUENTIAL LISITING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
NONE
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PART IV
CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

4B 1 * COMSEVENTHFLT 012052Z SEPT 68

JTaB 2 BLT 2/26 COMMiND CHRONOLOGY 1-30 SEPTEMBER 1968 (ORIGINAL ONLY) ¢ ‘ﬂﬁ(&

JIAB 3  HMM 363 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-30 SEPTEMBER 1968 (ORIGINAL ONLY) 3,%,/
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PART I
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER
IG 79.4 Col J. F. MCMAHON JR.

1-31 October 1968
SUBORDINATE UNITS

BLT 2/26 LtCol W. F, SPARKS
1-31 Oct 1968 1-31 Oct 1968
HMil 363 Maj J. L. HARRISON
1-31 Oct 1968 1-31 Oct 1968

APTACHED UNITS

2. LOCATION . SHIP
USS FWUINCETON (LPH-5)
1-31 Oct 1968
USS LUBUQUE (LPD-8)
1-31 et 1968
' USS CARTER HaLL (LSD-3)

1-2. et 1968
USS @K HILL (LSD-7)
3-26 (ot 1968
USS Py DEFIANCE (LSD-31)
27-31 9ct 1968
USS T&4 GRE:EN CIY (LST-1159)

1-13 Oat 1968
USS WIMDHAM COUNTY (1170)
13-31 Qet 1968
3. ST.FF OFFICERS
¢ Executive Officer 1tCol P, R. FIRLDS
: 1-3 Oct 1968
_ %Col Ko L. LYNN
5 4-31 Oct 1968
S-1/Adjutant 1stlt L. .HICKS
: 1-31 Oct 1968
& Intelligence Officer Capt B. J, BORCHELT
| 1-31 Oct 1768
Assistance Intelligence Officer/ Capt R. B.. LEWIS
? Aerial Observer 1-31 Oct 1§68
ENCIDSURE (1)
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Operations Officer LtCol K. L. LYNN

S : 1-3 0st 1968
Maj D. B. TOWNSEND
4-31 Oct 1968

ksst Operations Officer Maj D. B. TOWNSEND
1-3 Oct 1968
Maj J. R. RUFFINI
4-31 Oct 1968

Communications Officer Capt M. B. GALLIGAN
1-27 Oct 1968
Capt R. L. FOSIER
28-31 Oet 1968

Air Officer Maj J. M. BLRNHART
1-4 Oct 1968
Maj H., P. JONES
5-31 Oct 1968

Fire Support Coordinator Maj G. P. MURPHY
1-21 Oct 1968

Logistics Officer Maj I'. A« WILLIAHSON
1-31 Oct 1968

()

AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGIH

UsSMC USN OTHER

OFF #NL OFF ENL OFF ENL

SLF HQ 12 49 0 0 0 0

BLT 2/26 39 1011 9 48 0 0

Bt 363 48 185 1 3 0 0

TOTAL 99 1245 10 51 0 0
ENCLOSURE (1)
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PaRT II
NoRRATTVE SURNARY

From 1 October to 16 October 1968, SLF ALFA participated in Operation
Swift Pursuit II/Scotland I1I/Trousdale North/Lancaster II in support of
BLT 2/26 conducting scarch and destroy mission south of Bien Hai River in
the vieinity of Route 1022 (YD 0068) in the IMZ.

On 16 October 1968, selected elements of 3LT 2/26 Rear, commenced
reembarkation from Uong Ha, Camp Carroll and Vandergrift Combat Base to
ARG shipping for at sca REHAB of personnel and equipment, Company and
Battalion adwinistrative functions wore established aboard the LPi.

From 17 October to 21 October 1963, SLF ALFi participated in Operation
Swift Pursuit II/Napoleon Saline in support of BLI 2/26 search and destroy
operations. Hoombarkation of the SLT heavy equipment and specified person-
nel was directod and coordinated by tho SLF during this period. Scloctod
equipment was transported to FLC at DaNang for rcpair and replacement.,

On 22 October 1968, backload of BLT completod, iRG shipping departed
Cua Vict holding arca for DaNang.

From 25 Octobor to 28 October 1968, Scrvice Battalion, 1st FSK, FLC,
DaNang accopted from BLT 2/26 approximatcly seventy itoms of rolling stock
for repair/rcplacoment. EiHiB of major equipment being complsted by 27
Octobor,

From 29 Uctobor to 31 October 1968, 4RG shipping involved in moving
U, S. army units from Dallang arca to Vung Tao dobarkation point.

From 30 Soptomber to 27 October 1963, HMM 363 was 0PCCR to Comaander
Task Group 79.4 participating in Opcratien Swift Pursuit II/Scotland II/
Prousdale North, Swift Pursuit II/Napolcon Saline and Eagor Huntor/
Garrad say., Hi 363 accumulatod 1752.0 flight hours for = total of 5880
sortiecs, [lhoy transportcd 142.9 tons of Cargo, medevaced 319 individuals
and carricd a total of 7756 passcngors.
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P:RI IIT
SEQUENTIAL LISITIG OF SIGKIFICANT EVENTS

BGen John E, WILLIaiiS, CG 9th MAB aboard for briefing
Secretary of the Navy, The Honorable Paul R. IGNAITUS,
visited SLF/aRG,

OPCON SLT 2/26 transferred at 181600Z from ist 3DE, 5th

INF DIV to 79.4 (CG IIT MAF mSG 210111Z Oct 68)

Flanning Conference attended by SiF at III MAF on future
operations to be conducted in First 1aARDIV AOQ and ARERICAL AO.
SLF liaison and planning conference at AMBRICAL DIV Hg.,

Chu Lai, concerning operation to be conducted BATANGAN Area.
Terminated Operation Swift Pursuit II (CIG 79.4 MS5G 2300-
132 Oct 68)

Flanning conference at First MARDIV liq., DaNang for execution
of Operation sager Hunter/Garrad Bay.

SLF conducted Memorial Service aboard USS Princeton for 47
officers and enlisted of BLT 2/26 KIA during the period of
1 September - 22 October 1968,

Doctors James J. 303SE and Gbrald C. BiRNEY, G-3 HQC,
aboard to discuss methods of 3LF employment.

Conducted helicopterborne asssult landing LT 2/26 at VIEs
DONG (BF 0965) in First Har a0, Operation Zager Hunter/
Garrad Bay to exscute cordon and search mission.

SLF coordinated tactical 1ift of oLl 2/26 by Hwun 363 from
VIiy DONG to PHONG HO(2) (vie ST 0662) to sxecute cordon
and search mission.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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PaRT IV
CHR:OWOLOGY OF SUPPOKIING DOCUMENIS

TaB 1 ~YCIG 79.4 #MSG 1801052 OCT 68

2. #0G ITT MAF ¥SG 210111Z OCT 68 wc.e_i § Ser MES i s B2 ,,'..,/J.,/e

7.7 CIG 79.4 MSG 2300132 OCT 68

Y748 2  BLT 2/26 Command Chronology 1-31 Oct 68 ¢ )Ul)\
Y Tad 3  HMM 363 Command Chronology 1-31 Oct 68 SJ)Q)

T4B 4 ~ CTIG 79.4 Combat after iction Heport Operation
Swift Pursuit II/&:orz,,,,,dE/dz_ 36 Sap ~ R L PS Y W4
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S&CRaT - NOFORN ~ Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1), (2) and (3).

Prom: Commander
To: Commander, lask Force 79

Subj: GOombat After hction Report, Operation Swift Pursuit IT/Scotland II/
: Trousdale North/Lancaster II/Napoleon Saline

Ref: (a) Comseventhflt 201 Plan
(b) corF 79 120 Plan

Bacl: (1) " Commander, Task Group 79.4 ifter Action Report, Operation
Swift. Pursuit II/Scotland IT/Trousd=le North/Napoleon Saline
—(2) BLT 2/26 ifter Action Report, Operation Swift Pursuit II/® o
Sootland II/Trousdale North/Napoleon Saline o
(3)» iawi 363 After iction Report, Oporation Swift Pursuit II/ -

e ry YAN‘(FE/ ERc LR N«dr:f/pl)u ABLPHIA, JO e actsr @ V134

1. Enclosure (1), (2) and (3) are sutmittod in accordance with reforencos
(a) and (b).

Y o

s )"i—"'}‘fy";f’\”z '
Jo F. MOUEN JR.

DISIRISUTION: TG 79.4 Cmd Chronology  1-11

CG Sth MaB 12
CIG 76.4 13
COrNAVECRV 14
CIG 79.5 , 15
BLT 2/26 16
i 363 17
€G 3D M.ROIV 18
3 & C FILE CO:Y . 19
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COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT, OPERATION SWIFT PURSUIT II/SCOTLAND II/ -

TROUSDALE NORTH/LANCASTER IT/NAPOLEON SALINE

HuP RE.FERE’.L\CES. VIET NAM 1: 50,000, iMS Series L70ih Sheets 6342 T and '

6442 IV

1, Geperal

a. Operation Swift Pursuit II/Scotland II/Trousdale North/Lancaster"

II/Napoleon Saline commenced for Task Group 79.4, in support of BLT 2/26,

on arrival of uRG/SLF vic Cua Viet River mouth, 1 Oct 1963. HMM 363 em-

barked aboard LPH-5 on 30 Sept 68.

b. BLI 2/26 continued oporating in Lancaster II 40, along axis Red,

under OPCON 3rd Marines. BLT 2/26 CP initially located vic XD 988671.

¢. Commander Task Group 79.4 embarked 2board 4RG/SLF shipping,
retained OPCON of hiiv 363. Hun 363 provided helicopter, medical and
logistical support for BLI 2/26 during the operation.

2. ITask Organization , )
Task Group 79.4 Col J. F. LCAHOK JR,
BLT 2/26 LtCol W. F. SP.RKS
HMM 363 " Haj J. L. HSRRISON

3. Intelligence

a, lorrain

(1) Operation Swift Pursuit II/Scotland IT/Trousdale North -
The BLT arca of operation (.0) was located in the north western portion
of “mang Tri Provincs, RVN. Tho generzl area in which the Hi.operated.
is in the vicinity of AD J90680. The landscape throughout the area is
mountainous, choracterized by extremely steep slopes that are covored
by dense undergrowth ani double canopy forest. Concealment and cover is
fair to good throughout the area. . \ S

(2) Operation Swift Pursuit II/Napoleon Saline - The BLT ares
of operation (A0) was located in the north eastern portion of .mang Tri.
Province, RVN, The general area in which the BN operated is bounded on
the north by the southern boundary of the DvZ, then west from the ecoast
three to four thousand meters inland and south to the Cus Viet River,

b. fnemy Situation

(1), Operation Swift Pursuit II/Scotland II/frousdale North = -
Intelligence prior to the operation indicated the enemy was attempting

SECEET - NOFORH
1 ENCLOSURE (1)
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to locate heavy caliber artillery south of the SEN HAI Rﬁvei' to fire deeper
into South Viet Nam. The enemy's most conderted effort was made 1in the
contral IvZ employing delaying tacties against 2/26 Marines apparently to

cover the withdrawal of an unknown number of artillary pieces and vehicless

(a) Order of Battle. The following identifiable units were
believod located in the arca.. :

UNIT IOCATION  STRENGTH WEAFONS
48th RiGT HG XD 8962 450 UNK
1st B £ 8962 450 UNK
2nd BN D 9562 450 UNK
3rd BN D963 . w50 UNK

Units oporating south of the river eould be supported by any of the (5)
five Arty units located just north of the 8EN Hal including the 164th, S4th
and the 84th, clements of the 52nd hegiment were also roported in this area.

(b) Operational Effects on tho finemy, During tho operatiom the
enemy avoidad contact in the area; howewer, the BN did discover large oachss
of ammo. A total of 330 rounds of 152/130 MM were found along with small
amounts of rice and medical supplics. TChe 3N received incoming wortar fire
on two separato occasions totaling 30 rounds. The operation spoiled the
offeet of the ecnemy in his attompt to locate. hoavy artillery below the
D2 and disrupted his LOC's in the area.

(2) Operation Swift Pursuit II/Napoleon Salinc~ Inbelligence prior
to the oporation indicatud the enemy had inercised his effort to block
the major LOC in the area., Special attention had been placed on the Cua
Viet hdvor and mining ineidents were frequent. :

. (a) Order of Battlo. The following identifiable units were
beliéved located in the area. S

UNID ' ..~ LOCATION STRENG TH - WEAPONS
138th (INduk) fdGr UNKNUWN - 500 UNK
ist N "WASTLRN D2 AREA  TOTAL STRENGIE IS EST- UNK
2nd Bd BASTusRN X2 AR&L  L«aTuD AT 500 MENDUE TO  UNK
3rd ol BASIEAN uad sREL  LOSSES IN PRUVIOUS tN. UK
. : : o GAGAGENTS, - .-
126th SiPER ReGT  saSIARN CUA VIET 300, #HO ARE HIGHLY UNK
: : RIVER ‘ TRAINED AND SrECILIZED
: IN 34BOTAGE.

(b) Operational Effect on Enemy. The enemy avoided all contaect.
No sigr_m:l‘fic’nht caches wors discovered, however, several small bunkers,‘

ENCLOSURE (1)
SECRET - NOFORN
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fresh trenchos, 2s woll as caplaced .T mincs, wors discovered and destroyed.
Indications are that the wadmy moved out of the arsa upon or prior to the
arrival of friondly forcas. ' '

u' lu!j s !m . . , , | o]

2. Speelal Londing Foree sLFA assigned the mission of finding, fixing
and destroying enemy forces, installations and material within the assigned
AO. W T . ] R .

8. Qo_r‘;g.e_nt of Operation

8. Task Group 79.4 in direct support of BLI 2/26, by providing an
emorgoney floating dump for Class I through Class V supplies, medical
ovacuation with FCRS and helicopter service, SRR

R

6. Execution

a. CIG 79.4 provided administrative and logistical support through
C & C flights, casualty evacuation, cmorgency resupply fron «RG shipping,
Command Communicztion nets a-d liaison with ‘D ¥od, Camp Carroll by SLF
radio relay teams, ‘

7. Results. See enclosurss (2) and (3).

8. Commander's inalysis. This analysis is limited to matters at the 16
794 levdl. The BLT aad LMa Commandoer®s analysis are included in their
reports, enclosures (2) and (3), :

"a. ‘Flanning!

.. (1) Informal liaison with CG, Ihird tarine Division Was roestaba
lishod 1 Oct 1968, with the roturn of .RG/SLF to RVN, in support 5f BLI
2/26 ashors. S ' ’ o

(2) On 5 Qct 1963, CIG 76.4 and CIG 79.‘{ conducted a’ _}liaison visit
to G-3, III miF, referonce, future ewployment of BLI 2/26. - o

* (3) Throughout the opcration continuous liaison w»s conducted
with Third dar Div, First ode Fifth Inf Div (mech), BLT 2/26 and First -
amtrac dan.

b, Cogmand Kelationships
(1) " hdM 363 was under the OFCON of CIG 79.4 during the entire
operation. ‘
(2) BLI 2/26 relieved by 1/3 (Lancaster II 40) with GPCON of 2126
passing from [hird sar Div to first Bde, Fifth Inf Div (Moch) and intumm

ENCLOSURE (1)
SECRET - NOFORN
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furﬁhe;a.passed to First amtrac Ba. (Napoleon Saline AO0), effeetive 161900H
Oct 1968. ' .

(3) Effective 131600H Oct 1963, SLT 2/26 chopped OPCON froa First
dde, Fifth In Div (Mech) to CIG 79.4 for roembarkation of 3LT shoard ARG
Shipping.

c. Lnemy Contact. (See Para., 3b,(1)(b) snd 3b,(2)(b) this report)

d. Supporting armms, Supporting arus availability and coordination was
provided and accomplished by hecountry commands. ARG/SLF did not function
in this capacity. .

8. Logistics

(1) Planning
| (a) BLT under operztional eontrol of Third MarDiv.
| (b) Bul drew supply/resupply from inm-country sources.
(2) Exmoution
(a) BLT supply rear estblished at Dong Ha 020800H Sep 1968.,.

‘ ' (8 an requisitioning of supplies blass.I 'throﬁgh V. aceom-
plished ashore. : I

(e) BLT 2/26 sdmin rear reembarked sbowrd ARG siipping 3 Oet.

(d) ARG/ALFA w/HMM 363 remainad in holding area in support
of operations ashore from 1 Oct 1968, until’ tormination of the operation
and reembarkation of SLT 2/26, 210001k Oct 1968. :

(3) kM4 363 provided helieopter, (eg.). C & C, liaison, medevacs
and logistical flights for BLI 2/26. -

(f) ARG ALFA established liaison net with 30 Mar Div and 3D
ried Bn., i 363 maint~ined 15 minute wodevae standby. » ’

(g) sedovac guard and caspalty veporting for SLT 2/26 was
assuned by T3 79.4 on reembarkation of BLT 2/26 Admin Reay, Co,

(h) Bo insurmmountable supply problems were endountered.

(1) The USS Princcton was designated as Primary Casuslty
Rocoiving ship (PCAS),

ENCLOSURE (1)
SECRET? - NOFORN
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f. Casualty roporting., Casualty roportin: w-s conducted in aceordance
with current directives. TIhe 9th MAB CRCC-iLLFiA was located aboard the USS
Princeton (L¥n-5), which was designatod the Primary Casualty Receiving
Ship, LT 2/26 and TG 79.4 casualty representatives were positioned at 3rd
fiedieal dattalion., Quang Iri, RVN to oollect and pass casuzlty information
eonecrning Speclal ianding force ALFA persnnnel on to the 9th Mu3 CREC -
aLlls,

CASUALLY (wCiPITUL.TION

a, 1-17 OCIOBER 1968 b. 18-19 OCTOBiR 1968
friendly Friendly
LI 11 KL ¢
“Iu Ll-8 WLL 1
WLANE 42 WIANE J
Non=Hostile 65 Non-Hostile 16
Total 166 Total 17

g. Civie setion. No civic action prigram was condugled dus to the area
of operaticn and the operational commitments. ‘

h. ISO. . photographer and journalist were attached to BLT 2/26 and
went ashore with BLI 2/26 to provide Information Service ceverage.

i, Commynications. Communications were established LW Task Growp 79.%
120 (¥R), and IG 79.4 COI did § Oct 1968. .. messags conter was maintained
afloat in conjunction with the USS Princeton Naval Comaunicetian Center,
CIS 79.4 maintained message distrdbution responsiblility for AuT 2/26 and
hiMu 363, The following nets were ecstabliched/entersd during oper-ticn
Swift Pursit II/Scotland II/Trousdale North/Napoleon Saline.

3rd Div Iae 2 (Fu)

CIG 79.4 entered this nost establishing communicatisns {pladn and oipher)
with 3rd Mar Diw:

2rd_iMarines Tac 2

CId 79.4 entered this net establishinz communications with (plain and
ciphor) 3rd Marines.

SLF Tac ;2

CIG 79.4 ostablished this not with IG 79.4 Liasison Team at Camp Ca¥roll
and fied Rop at 3rd Med Bn., (mang Iri,

EXCLOSURs (1)
SECRET - NOFCRN
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SECRET - NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1)

From: Commander
To: Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1=3D November 1968

Refs (a) MCO 5750.2
(b) MMFPACO 5750.8
(e¢) Brig0 5750.1C

Encl: (1) Commander Task Group 79.4 Command Chronology

i, Enclosure (1) is submitted in accordance with reference (a), (b)
and (e),

Q)L MM &

Jo F. MCMAHON JR.

DISTRIBUTION: CG, 9th MAB i
CG, ist MAR DIV
CG, ist MAW
CTG 76.4
CIG 79.5
RLT-26 (Rear)
MAG-15
BLT 2/26
HMM-363
S & C File

= b &’
= O\ M~ O\ F\
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COMMANDER TASK GROUP 79.4
COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 November to 30 NOVEMBER 1968
INDEX

PART I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
PART II  NARRATIVE SUMMARY
PART III SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF EVENTS
PART IV  SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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PART I
OBGmIZATIONAL DATA
1, Designation Commander
16 79.4 Col J. Fo MCMAHON JR

130 November 1968

SUBORDINATE UNITS

BLT 2/26 LtCol W. F. SPARK3
1-30 November 1968 1-30 November 1968
M 363 Maj J. Lo HARRISON
1-30 November 1968 128 November 1968
Maj To Jdo ™ JR

29-30 November 1968
ATTACHED UNITS

2, location Ship

uss Princeton (LPHp5)
124 November 1

UsS Okinawa (LPH—B)
2l4-30 November 1968

USS Dubuque (LPD-8)

4.2l November 1968

0SS Duluth (LPD<6)

24430 November 1968

Uss PT Defiance (1sD-31)

UsS Fort Marion (ISDnZZ)
24430 November 1968
0SS Windham County
i.24 November 1968

3 staff Officers

Executive Officer 1tCol K. "L" LYNK
1-30 November 1968
So1/Adjutant ist Lt L. HICKS

1-30 November 1968

SECRET - NOFORN
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Intelligence Ofiicar
Aerisl Observer
Operailions Offizer

Asst Opsraticas Qfficsr

Communications Officer
Air Officer
Fire Suppart Cosrdinsto

Logistles Offacar

DECLASSIFIED

003A35668
23 Dec 68

Capt B, J. BORCHELT
1-9 November 1968

Maj R, B, LEWIS

1-30 November 1968
Maj D. B. TOWNSEND
1230 November 1968

Maj Jo R, RUFFINI
1-9 November 1968
Maj T, A. WILLIAMSON
1 <30 November 1968
Capt R. L. FOSTER
1=30 November 1968
Maj H. P. JONES

1-30 November 1968
Maj G. P, MURPHY
1=30 November 1968

Maj A. A, SLEPICKA
1-30 November 1968

r

AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USMC
OFF ENL
SLF HQ 10 51
BLT 2/26 T
HMM._363 k7 190

USN OTHER
OFF ENL  OFF ENL
0 0 0 o0
G 48 0 0
i3 0 0
SECRET .. NOFORN
3
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

On 1 November, SLF/ARG ALFA enroute to Vung Tao, Viet Nam from
DaNang, Viet Nam with 15th Transportation Corps Bn, 1st Air Cav (Air
Mobile) Division, United States Army aboard, (OPN Liberty Canyon),

On 2-3 November, above unit debarked, Vung Tao, Viet Nam,

On 4 November, SLF/ARG ALFA returned to DaNang, Viet Nam holding
area. ILiaison visit with CG III MAF accomplished.

On 12-13 November, SLF/ARG ALFA enroute to Subic Bay, Philippines
for ARG shipping upkeep. ’

On 14 November, SLF/ARG ALFA (LPH=5) arrived Leyte Pier Subic Bay,
Philippines.

On 20 November, SLF Supplies and equipment offloaded from ARG
shipping and moved to SLF camp area, Subic Bay,

On 21 November, LPH-5 moved from leyte Pier to bouy anchorage,
Subic Bay,

On 24 November, SLF ALFA transferred its headquarters from USS
Princeton (LPH-5) to USS Okinawa (LPH-3),

From 24 November to 30 November, the SLF Staff set up all assigned
Spaces on ILPH-3, obtained resupply as required, updated SLF directives
and commenced planning for future Special Operations.

From 23 November to 2 December, Task Group 79,4 S/4 and Embarkation
Chief and PHIBRON V Combat Cargo Officer conferred with embarkation
representatives of 1st Marine Division, BLT 2/26 and HMM 363 in
preparation for embarkation of the BLT and the Bquadron aboard PHIBRON V
shipping, In sonjunction meetings were conducted with NSA Da Nang
represeftatives concerning the use of Da Ning Harbor facilities and staging
areas, Meetingiﬁ”re“held in Da Nang, Vietnam.

4 SECRET ~ NOFORN
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PART III
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1=3 NOV 1968 SLF/ARG ALFA participated in OPN Liberty Canyon

4 NOV 1968 Planning conference attenddd by SLF at III MAF
on future SPEC OPS to be conducted in ist Mar S
Div AO and Americal Div AO.

5 NOV 1968 Commander Task Group 79.5 visited CTG 79.lt aboard

6 NOV 1968 Continued planning conference with CG III MAF e

7 NOV 1968 LtCol K, L, LYNN dparted SLF to attend SEVENTHFLT 2
planning conference,Okinawa. T

8 NOV 1968 BGen John B, WILLIAMS CG 9th MAB aboard for brief-

ing, Purther liaison between SLF and CG III MAF
was conducted.

10 NQV 1568 Marine Corps Birthday Ceremony and dinner held
aboard LPH=5 '

12 NOV 1968 CTG 79.4% departs SLF for conference with CG 9th
MAB at Okinawa. Detachment HMM-363 embarked g
aboard LPH-5, SLF/ARG underway for Subic Bay, o
Philippines, : g

i4 NOV 1968 SLF/ARG arrived, leyte Pier, Subic Bay, Philippines

17 NOV 1968 CIG 79.4 returned from conference with CG 9th MAB

19 NOV 1968 1tCol K. L. LYNN returms from SEVENTHFLT planning , o
conference ity

24 NOV 1968 TG 79,4 transferred all personnel and equipment i
from LPH-5 to LPH-3 o

23 NOV/2 DEC 1968 TG 79.4 Sk and PHIBRON V CCO confer with 1lst TR
Mar Div, BLT 2/26, HMM 363 and NSA Da Mapg, el
reference embarkation of BLT 2/26 HMM 363feboard
SLF/ARG shipping.

SECRET - NOFORN
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PART TV
CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

TAB 1 +.“BLT 2/26 MSG 240416Z Oct 68
2.-CTG 79.4 MSG 2u00k5Z Oct 68
3. -CTG 79.4 MSG 240047Z Oct 68
£ - TG 76.4 MSG 2502532 Oct 68
& CTIG 76,4 MSG 2507087 Cet 68

£.-CIG 76.4 iiu 2801442 Oct 68

.
w

)

~IAB 3 HMM 363 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-30 NOVEMBER 1968;,{;:"?_’?;;& 1

JTAB 2 BLT 2/26 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-30 NOVEMBER 1968 ;¢

A

i

TAB 4 - CTG 79.% AFTER ACTION REPORT OPERATION EAGER HUNTER/
GARRARD BAY o/a /782 27 @t 65

SECRET ~ NOFORN
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0 248416Z OCT 68

M QLT TWO SLANT TWO SIX

T0 CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR

| G SEVEN SIX PT FOUR

‘ 08 FIRST MARDIV

CO FIRST MARINES

MARNED HELRON THREE SIX THREE
E'NFO BLY TWO SLANT TWO SIX

SECRET SECTION ONE OF TWO SECTIONS
OPERATION ORDER 122C-68 (U) ‘
Ae MAPS: VIETNAM 1350,888 HOI AN SHEETS 6649 | AND 6648 1v,,

EDITION 1 aMS, SERIES L7214
B SLF ALFA COI
TINE ZOKE W
I. SITUATION
Ae ENEMY FORCES: INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING
_Bs FRIEWDLY FORCES, :
(1) IST MARINES CONTINUE OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS IN AC.
(2) IST MAW PROVIDES FIXED VING AND WELICOPTER AIR SUPPORT

- PAGE TWO RHYSIRNS642 SE CR E T |
. A S REQUIRED. ¥ _
: - (3) SLF PROVIDES NELICOPTER SUPPORT AS PEQUIRED.
(4> 2D BN, 1 ST NARINES CONTINUES OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS IN A0,
(3) ROXMC BDE ESTABLISNES CORDOM SOUTH OF BLT 2/2€ aG.
Co ATTACHMENTS AMD DETACMMENTS
(1) PLT, POLICE FIELD FORCES ATTACHED EFFECTIVE 2508aaH.
oxwL DEF, CIT ATTACHED EFFECTIVE $48533H .
(3) DET, IST WP BN (DOG TEAM) ATTACHED EFFECTIVE 253800H.

__(4) ITT ATTACHED EFFECTIVE 248930H,
"8, MISSION

BLT 2/26 CONDUCTS A CORDON AND SEARCH OPERATION OF THE VIEWM DONG
VILLAGE COMPLEX, IN ORDER, BLT 2/26 CONDUCTS SEAR M AND DESTROY
h mnéon;s IN THE PHONG WO (PHILADELPHIA) VILLAGE RUINS COMPLEX.
© 8. EXECUTION
I . As CONCEPT OF OPERATION., BLT 2/26 LANDING ALL RIFLE COMPANIES I |
| ACCORDANCE WITH TME LAWDING FLAN AND ESTABLISHES A CORDON AROUND THE - |
|- VIEN DOXG VILLAGE COMPLEX. UPON ESTABLISHEMENT OF THE CORDON, PFF AWD
|- D08 TEMIS VILL BE WELILIFTED TO THE BLT CP. THESE UNITS WILL 'BE ESCONTED
.8 A R(I:H.I'E: PL;TO())H (JIN) INTO VIEM DONG TO CONDUCT SEARCH OPERATIORS.,

 Be CO E (REIN . .

R [ - Lo JERNY L 22 P TR PLATET

=/

. [ - PP PN
- . e s ees W Ry ‘. .
- e e P - - L Lire
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PAGE THREE RHYSHRNOGA2 CRET @
| (» LAND Io“ow. LA Iﬂﬁ Hp".
| (2) INITIALLY ESTABLISH CORDOM BETWEEW LZ GIANTS AND VIC
W' )@64B. (OP OVERLY),

(3) BE PREPARED TO CONDUCT SEMACH TPEERATIONS ALONG TRAILS INTO
VIEM DONG.
(4) BE PREPARED TO ADJUST LINES SOUTMWARD FROM LZ GIANT TO
 COMPENSATE FOR INSERTION OF CO P (-).

(5) BE PREPAREDTO ADJUST LINES ERORTHWARD YO LZ GIARTS T
COMPENSATE FOR EXFILETRATION OF CO F(=),

(6) O ORDER, EXTRACT BY NELICCOPTER, DESTINATIONS TBA,

C. €O G (REIN)

(1) LAND I.A.¥. LANDING PLAN,
| (2} INITIALLY ESTABLISH CORDON BETWEEN LZ°S EAGLES, FAL ONS
| AND VIC BT 183652 (OP OVERLAY).

(3) ON ORDER, PROVIDE OME PLATOON (REIN) JO ACCOMPANY VILLAGE
SEARCH ELEMENT AND TO SEARCH VILLAGE AREA OUTSIDE MOUSES,

(4) BE PREPARED TO COWDUCT SEARCH OPERATIONS ALONG TRAILS
LEADING TO VIEM DOKG,

¢5) BE PREPARED TO ADJUST LINES TO COMPENSATE FOR INSERYION
AND EXFILTRAYION OF CO F. _

PAGE FOUR RHYSHRNOG642 SE CRE T '
(6) ON ORDER, EXTRACT BY HEL!COPT!R. DESTINATION TBA,
E. CO H (REIN) :
(1) LAND I,A.W. LANDING PLAN,
: ¢2) ESTABLISH CORDOM BETWEEW LZ°S OYLERS, PACKERS AND VIC BT
1t 38 (OP OVERLY), :
~ €3) CONDUCT MINESWEEP OF RT. 538 BETWEEN BR 12650 AND BT 134662,
I VDRUMIMNKJGB BE PREPARED TO CONDUCT SEARCH OPERATIONS ALORS TRAILS
1. LEADIRG TO VIEM DOWNG.
3)
(5) ON ORDER, 3/EXTRACY BY HELICOPTER.
DESTINATION TBA,
Fe SLF RESERVE.
(1) CO F (REIN)
: (2) ON ORDER (UPON CHOP OF BLY TO IBT MARINES), LAND CO F (-)
IeA.W. LANDING PLAN,
' (3) ESTABLISN CORDON BETVWEEN Lz FALCON AND VIC BT 650650,
(OP OVERLAY ).
(4) SCOUT EXFILTRALIQR RAUTES 10 ASSENBLY AREA VIC BT 105663,
(3) ON ORDER; EXFIETRATE™TU BELECTED ASSENBLY AREA TO CONDUCT
“STAY BERIM " MW‘H ACTIVITIES, '

(§) PROVIDE ONE PLATOON GRTIN) AS BLT REAERVE (SPARROV HAWK)
LOCATED ABOAND THE PRINCETON.

-— s BB P MM NS
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. AOE FTVE RHYSHRRGCA2 ST CRET =
T {7) OF ORDER, EXVRACT BY mthTn. EXTRACT LZ AND DESTINATION
AB, ' .

FG. PLY RESERVE.
(1) PLT GREIN), CO ¥ CAFTER LANDING OF CO F(-)),
(2) MAINTALN 15 WINUTE ALERT STATUS. -
(3) ON GRDER, LAKD AND CONDUCT OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS AGALNST

KNOWN ARD FIXED ENEMY POSITION/UNITS,!
H. COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS.

(1) D-DAY 25 OCT &8,

(2) L-HOUR o8@e, _

(3) FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATED TMROUGN IST MARIWES FSCC.

' (48 CORDON, ONCE ESTABLISHED, WILL BE GIITED BOTH INBOARD
QUTBOARD »

(5) CURFEW IS IMPOSED BET WEEN THE HOURS OF 2000 AND 8608 DAILY.
PERSONS OBSERVED OUTSIDE VILLAGE BETWEEN THESE HOURS WILL BE IMMEDIATELY
ENGAGED WITHOUT CNALLENGE UNLESS THE PERSON (S) IS CARRYING A
BURNING TORCHs IF THE ®ERSOR (S) IS CARRYING A BURNING TORCH, A
CHALLENGE WILL BE 1SSUEO. AND THE PERSON (S) CHECKED ., DO NOT RELEASE
WITHOUT BLT HEADQUARTERS. PERNISSION,

(6) TROOPS MUST BE VIDLEY DESPERSED WHEN MOVING IN ORDER TO

" \BE SIX RHYSHRNP642 SECRE T

wiNIHIZE THE EFFECTS OF A TRIGGERED BOBBY TRAF.

(7) REAFFIRM USE OF WHITE STAR CLUSTER snouw ACTIVE MORTAR
(R ROCKET BE OBSERVED.

(8) COMPANIES WILL WOT. FIRE €oWN nontms VITHOUT PERMISSION OF BLY
WHE ADQUART ERS.,

(9) HELITEAM LEADERS WILL HAVE 1IN THEIR POSSESSION A DESTINATIO®
CARD TO BE GIVEN TO THE CREV CNIEF UPON ROARDING .

(1) CODE WANE FOR THE AMPNIBIOUS PORION OF THE OPERATION IS
EAGER HUNTER .

4. ADMIN AND Loatsm;s
A. PRESCRIBED LOAD CLASS V (TBA) .
‘Be NO EQUIPMENT OR CLASS V WILL BE LEFT IN ANY POSITION CO COMMANDERS
WILL MAINTAIN AN INVENTORY OF ALL CLASS V 1SSUED . POSITIONS
OCCUPIED WILL BE THRODGMLY POLICED PRIOR YO REPATURE OF UNIT,
C. TWO DAYS OF.CLASE I,
De MININUM OF THO FULL CAWNTIELNS,
EM PROBES AND GRAPPLING NOOXS AS 1SSUED.
S. COMMAND AND COMNUNICATIONS/ELECTRONICS. .

A. REF. (B) ABD mmm m JUSTRUCTIONS.
B. TMUﬂ'mt : ¢ ey
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PAGE SEVEN RHYSHRW 8642 SE CRE I
- (1) 8767-782 GEAR :
(2) 1066-BOYS NAMES . R
- (3) P9SA-VENICLES . o
P (4) 1162-GIRLE. DANES ' :
b (3) 9659 ISEASE- - '
L (6) 0363-TOOTHPASTES
C. CoMmAND POST LOCATIONS

..A...u,........_
-

~ o ATLOAT : ASHORE
(13CT8 79.4 . USS PRINCETON 0seesvsensces
(2) BLT 2726 USS PRINCEION BT ©98659

ANNEXES
“* Ae OPERATION OVERLAY (TO BE ISSUED SEPERATELY )
B. BREVITY CODE
<. C. COMMUNICATIONS (TO BE 1SSUED SEPERATELY)

Do LANDING PLAN (59 23(TO BE ISSUED SEPERATELY)

- == ANNEX B (BREVITY CODE) 710 OPERATION PLAN |28C-6S
TINE ZONE:s X : .

‘fo TIMES
:. ALFA - 0300
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0 P 2420452 OCT6B
F* CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOU®
TO BLT TWO SLAMNT TWO S5i%
MM THREE SIX THREE
NF0 oTG SSVEN SIX PT FOUR
3T
S CRET
AY¥PLIFY ING INSTRUCTIONS (INTELLIGEKCEY TC CT3 T7S.4 TRAG JRLTE Ie6
FOR OPERAT IOW EAGER HUNTER (C)
5. AMS SERIES 17214, SHEETS 66481, AND 66421V
B, TG T9.4 CPCRATION PLAN (2BA~ {(YR)
o, TG 73.4 30P FOR INTELLIGENCE
5. CURRENT 111 ¥AF AND 15T MARDIV INTSUM.
1. SUMMARY OF EMEMY SITUARION,
S Ae. SEE 79.4 INTELLIGENCE ESTINATE DID 22 OCT 6% (PugLIsil
SEPARATELY)
3, SEE REF D.
Ze ESSENT 1AL ELEMENTS OF INFORMAT 10N
A, SEZ REF 3
8, REPORT @Y FLASH SPIT REPORT ANY SIGHTING OF RICvIT V197,
3, INTELLIGENMCE ACAUISITION TASXS
A. 3EE REF B,
4, MEASURES FOR HANDLING PC™S AND CAPTURED DOpUMENTS £uD g7 ac e
A, SEE REF 3 AND C
3, DETAINEES WILLBE HELD 3Y THE BLT UNT IL THEI® STATUD ¢
DETERMINED BY ITT PERSONMEL WHICH #ILL BE ATTACHED 1O TMo 5LT.

DETAINEES DETER-4INER TO BE PG¥’S, WILL AE INTERROGATZD BY 7v7 ATTRA -

ITT AND THEN FORWARDED TO THE FIRST MARDIV BY IN COUNTRY Cusri=izi o,

¢. INTERROGATION REPORTS WILL BE SUBMITTED 3Y 171 PrEg My T3
THIS KEADQUARTERS UPON COMPLETION OF INTERROGAT TON UNITL 0w 11
THEY CHOP.

D. CAPTURED WEAPONS WILL BE HANDLED IAW REF B AND o, THI TF
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER IS DESIGNATED THE INTELLIGENCE Ao SUF-iNe
AND WAR TROPHY REGISTRATION QFFICER. YE WILL APPROVE APPRUP®IATL
MATERIAL AS LEGAL WA% TROPHIES,

E, WOUNDED POW®S UR DETAINEES WILL BE HANDLED law Pabn 4 RTINS

LOGS) TO BASIC FRAG ORDER.

5. DOCUMENTS AND OR EQUIPMENT REQUIRED
A. REF & IS DESIGNATED AS THE STANDARD MAP FOR THIS DPERAT TN,
3. YAPS AND CHARTS WILL SE ISSURED AS REQUIRED.

8 RRBNTER INTELLIGENCE SEE REF B.

Jo REPORTS AND DISTRISUTION. 1AW REF B AND C AND FIRET warDYY 2P
2, UNITS IN CONTACT ®AKE ®AXIMUM EFFORT TO TaXE PRIGONERS oILY
P-4
-\B‘r -

+ <

=2

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

ZUy SSSSS TYD RHYS

n e QAL oCT 68 -
™ CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOURea— {:?
TO BLT TWO SLANT TWO IX - fs;l._

MM TVREE SIX THREE .

INFD CINCPAC N ?_,

~INCPACFLY =
COMUSMACY N Z_
o8 FMFPAC

COMSEVENT HFLT

G 111 MaF

0G FIRST MARDIV

G FIRST MAW

rOMNAVFORY

CTF SEVEN SIX

CTF SEVEN NINE

DSA T CORPS

CI3 SEVEN SIX PT FOUR-®E~

FIRST MARINES
SVENTM MARINES

oT

P HYSHRNGG22 SE CR E T
oorra i
OPLRATION EAGER HUNTER (C)

8, MAPS: AMS SERIES L7814, SMEETS 6648 1, Iv
B. WO CHMART - 5209, 17472-25, 26
C. CTG 79.4 0P PLAN 1284=(YR) y
D COMSEVENTMFLT MSG 2319327 OCT68
5. WP 22 (B)
¥, SOP FOR TG 79,4
SCOPE3 TUIS IS CTG 79.4 FRAG ORDER THREE DASH SIX EIGHT FOR OPERATION
€AGER WUNTER
1. SITUATION
A. ENEMY FORCES
(1) 1AW ANNEX D CINTELLIGENCE) 10 REF ¢
(2) CURRENT INTSUMS
(3) CTG 79.4 INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE ISSUED SEPARATELY
H. FRIENDLY FORCES
(1) 1AW REF C
(2) IN COUNTRY FORCES AS PROVIDED BY G III MAF.
I C. ATTACMMENTS
KL T% 76.4.0.4
2 %35 433
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(2) SUB UNIT FIRST MAR ITT.

2. MISSION® SLF ALFA CONDUCTS AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT TO FIND, FIX AND
PESTROY EN FORCES, CACHMES AND INSTALLATIONS 1IN AOA AND WITHDRAWS OoN
MRDER.
3. EXECUTION

A. CONCEPT OF OPS

(1) BLT 2/26 CONDUCTS HELO ASSAULT AT H=MR IN ASSIGNED AOA AND
COND''CTS CORDON AND SEARCH OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF CG II1IMAF
PACIFICATION OFFENSIVE,

(2) OPERATION OVERLAY (ISSUED SEPARATELY) (NOTAL)

R. BLT 2/26

(1) 1aw REF ¢

(2) AT H-YR CONDUCT MELO ASSAULT IN DESIGNATED LZ S.

(3) PROVIDE ONE RIFLE CO ABOARDLPH-5 FOR USE AS LANDING FORCE
RESERVE, REPORT UNIT DESIGNATION TO THIS NEADQUARTERS, TO BE
COMMITIED ONLY ON ORDER OF CLF. SPARROW HAVWK FORCE TO COME FROM
THIS COMPANY,

C. WMM 363 :
(1) GPROVIDE HELO SPT 1AW REF C
(2) PERFORM ADDITIONAL MISSIONS AS ASSIGNED BY CLF.

PAGE FOUR RMYSHRNDG22 SE CTE T
D, LANDING FORCE RESERVE. BE PREPARED T0O LND BY WELO IN ASSIGNED
WIYFOGP17(3. 71689133 19))928,¢
.889,1 :
XQL REINFORCE OR RELIEVE ANY COMMITTED UNITIT.
(2) EXPLOIT ANY TACICAL ADVANTAGE,
(3) PROVIDE SPARROW WAWK FORCE AS REQUIRED IAW REF Fo
. COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS,
(1) IAW REF C
(2) D-DAY IS 25 OCT 68
)3) Y-MR IS 0880 (TO BE CONFIRMED)
(4) RULES OF ENGAGMENT 1AW FIRST MARDIV 0 023330.2A AND REF C,
(5) EEI'S Iaw ANNEX D (INTELLIGEHCE) TO REF C .
(5) HELO LANDING ZONES (ALL BT)
A. GIANTS 288637
B. FALCONS 099659
C. PACKERS 105657
D. OILERS 106648
E. EAGLES 992647
(7) YELO LZ°S CONTROLLED BY WONDER WHY 14 9, 7308 PRIMARY
D 53.28 SECONDARY.
(3) YELO APPROACH AND RETIREMENT LANES 1AW OPS OVERLAY.
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TAGE FIVE RWYSHRNZS22

(9) ALL SUPPORTING ARMS CONTROLLED AND COORDINATED BY FIRST
MARINES FSCC

C(18) THRIST POINTS (ALL BT)

(A) ¢268 CIGARETIE
(B) #3363 TOOTH PASTE
(C) 8659 DISEASE

M) 1758 NUMBER

() p9S8 CLOTMING

() 8572 U. S, CITY

(11) LANDWARD AOA CONTAINED W/I FOL BOUNDARIES (ALL CORD BT)
NUTH CHINA SETA AT 117647 S¥ TO 100635 TO 988631 SOUTH TO 810622
THEN WEST TO MSR THRU QUANG HA (2) AT 873620 ALONG 62 GL TO SONG
VINH DIEN AT @57620 NORTN ALONG RIVER TO 857638 NE TO ROAD AT
057536 THEN NW ALONG LINE 108 METERS EAST SIDE OF ROAD TO 067638 THEN
"ORTH ALONG EAST SIDE OF ROAD TO B67682 THEN NE TO TAN AN AND
SONTH CHIMA SEA AT ©91692,

(12) NICKNAME ASHORE PHASE UNDER OPCON 1ST MARs DADE GLADE

(13) REPORTS

(A) 1AW ANNEX R (REPORTS) TO REF C
(B) SUBMIT INITIAL SITREP NLT H PLUS 38 MIN.

PAGE SIX RHYSHRN@S22 SE CR E T

(C) UPON CHOP TO IN<-COUNTRY COMMAND INFO CTG 79.4 ON
ALL SITREPS, SPOT REPS AND CASUALTY REPORTS
4. ADMIN AND LOGISTICS

A. 1AW ANNEX AE (ADMIN/LOGISTICS) TO REF C.

B. BLY OP STOCK WILL REMAIN ABOARD ARG SHIPPING ANl WILL BE
AJATLABLE AS REQNIRED.

C. CLASS I THRU V FOR REPLENISHMENT OF BLT OP STOC)S WILL BE
RawN FROM SUPPLY BN FLC DANANG,

De SLF MEDEVACS IAW CTG 79.4 EMO SHPJ/DXH OVER 384¢ TO 24 oCT

E. I'SS PRINCETON (LPH=-5) IS DESIGNATED PRIMARY CASUALTY RECEIVING
SHIP (PCRS),

F. CIVILIAN CASUALTIES WILL BE EVACUATED TO IN-COUNIRY CIVILI

N
“DICAL FACILITIES,

§. POV CASHUALTIES VILL BE TAXEW TO THE NEAREST IN-COUNTRY y. S.
MILITORY MEDICAL FACILITY.

M. EMERGENCY MEDEVACE, REGARDLESS OF CoTEGORY, WILL BE ACCEPTED
BY THE PCRS. IT 1S PREFERRED THAT ALL NON-U. S, CASUALT:FS BE
EVACHATED AS NOTED IN E AND F ABOVE,
5. COMMAND, COMMUNICATIONS ELECTRONICS

584
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A. ANNEX G TO REF C AS MODIFIED BELOW.
(1) RADIO PLAN. CTG 79.4 COI OF 22 0CT 68,
(2) CRYPTOGRAPHIC
(R) XAX 3237 FOR XY 8 OPERATIONS
(B) XAC - QAG FOR AUTHENTICATION CODE
(C) KaC PAG FOR OPERATIONAL CODE
(3) RADIO SILENCE AS DIRECTED BY CATF.
B. COMMAND POSTS

(1) aFLOAT
CATF (CIG 76.,4) USS PRINCETON LPH-5
CLF (CTG 79.4) USS PRINCETON LPH-5
BLT 2/2¢ 1SS PRINCETON LP4=5
HMM 363 USS PRINCETON LPH-5
(2) ASMORE :
FIRST MARINES AT 991675
2ND BN ST MARINES BT 0870656
BLT 2/26 REPORT WMEY ESTAHLISHED AND CHANGES

AS OCCURING
C. COMMAND RELATIONS, IAW ANNEX C (COMMAND RELATIONS) TO RSF C.

6CT10% ADDEES ACYNOWLEDGE RECSIPT.
-4

T

7

YN
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0 25982532 OCT 68
F¥. CTG SEVEXN SIX PT FOUR
70 AIG FOIIR SIX ONE
INFO ZEN/CO BLT TWO SLANT TWO SiX
ZE4/CO MMM THREE SIX THREE
RUMUFGA/CTU SEVEN SIX PT ZEKRO PT FIVE
RIMLBPA/CG XXIV CORPS
)
SECRET
OPY EAGER HUNTER SITREP 61 AS OF 2588017 OCT &8 CU)
t. (C) ARG ALFA COMPs PRINCETON, DUBUQUE, OAX HILL, WINMAM CTY,
0T 12 DET ECKO, BMU ONE DET ALFA SIX, ACU ONE DEY aLFaA, COWMSECTEAW
TW0 aLFAa, TACRON 13 DET ALFA, BJU OKE ¥PD FOXTROT, AND SURGICAL
TEAM aLFa,
2, (C) ACTION TAKEN:
A. ARG/SLF aLFA
(1) EXECUTED OPN EARGER HUNTER, FIRST KELOS TOUCHED DOWN (N H LZ
RED LION AT ¢820H. L HOUR, ONTIME WITHOUT OPPOSITION,
B. ARG ALFA
(1) CONDUCTING OPN EAGER HURNTER

PAGE TWO RHYSHRN®T3} SECRE T
(2) DAX HILL RECEIVING FLT FRT FM MANATEE
C. SLF ALFA

) POSITIONS!UABOARD ARG

(2) SUMMARY
(A) GENERAL
BLT ©2/26 CONTINUED PREP FORLANDING
MM 363 MAINTAYBED MEDEVAC STANDBY, MADE ADMIN FLIGHTS awnp
LIAISON FLIGHTS,
(8 TG 79.4

(1) CONT PREP FOR LANDING

C)
BLT2/26
(1) CONT LIMITED REHAB AT SEA AND REP&IR OF VEHICLES, Feuylr
AT FLC
(2) EST LIAISON OFFICER AT FLC TO COORD CONT REMAB,
M) HMM 363
(1) HELO STATISTICAL DATA.
SORTIES 9
TASKS 31
HOURS 217
PAX 147
=«
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PAGE THREE RHYSMRNG?3) SE CRE T
HEDEVACS Vé
CARGO (TONS) B.d
(3) SIGNIFICART EVERTS3 NEGATIVE
74) CASUALTIESs REQATIVE

ve (C) TOWMMENT

A. PRINCETOR HELO DATAt TASKX 73, SORTIES Ti, PAX 236, CHRCL 5. .

HOURS 18.3.
4, (S) INTENTIONKS
~» ARG/SLF &LFA:
(1) CONTINUE COWDUCT OPN ERGER KURYER.
(2) CHOP ELEWENTS S5LF ASKORE TO CG IIX MAF 250CTé8.
(3) SUBMIT NEXT SITREP AT 252000 0CY &3,
5. ARG ALFA
(1) RESAIN 1o HOLDIKG AREAS OFF DANARG PrROVIDING SUFPFULRT TO
8L 2/726 CPERTING ASHORE,
C. SLF ALFA
- (1) BLT 2/26 CONTINUE CPERATIONS ASHORE AND CHOP T0 IN-
COUNTRY COMMARDER,
S« ACTIOM REQUIRED BY HIGHER AUTH: NONE
P-4 (C) 3¢ CCT €8P
BT
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0 2587887 OCT 68

| MM CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR
E TO COMSEVENTHFLT

B INFO CG III NAF

= CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
|. = O BLT TWO SLANT TWO SIX
'} - CO HMM THREE SIX THREE

* CO FIRST MARINES

CG FIRST MARDIV

CO BN TWO SLANT ONE

oTF SEVEN SIX

CTF SEVEN NINE

SECRET

OPN EAGER HUNTER CHOP/AOA DISETABLISHMENT (i)

A. COMSEVENTHFLT 231932Z OCT 68

le (5) SELECTED ELEMENTS OF THE LANDING FORCE HAVE BEEN FIR4LY
ESTABLISHED ASHORE AND COMMAND. COMMUNICATIONS AND SUPPOPT ING AKNS
; COORD INATION HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED ASHORE. SELECTED ELEMENTS OF SLT

PAGE TVO RHYSHRN2748 SE CRE T

BY CATF, CLF AND €@ III MAF. EAGER HUNTER AOA DISESTABLISHEID AS OF
251530H6. ARG ALFA REMAINS IN SUPPORT OF OPS ASHOR:Z,

GP-4 (C) 32 OCT 68

BT :

DECLASSIFIED
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P 2801442 OCT 68

MM CT6 SEVEN SIX PT roum

T0 AIG FOUR SIX oW

INFO CO BLT TWO SLANT Tvo Six
CO MMM TMREE SIX THREE

CTN SEVEN Two

Qr SEVEN TimEE

SECRET

0PN EAGER HUNTER/GARRARD BAY SITREP W 07 am FINAL AS or 2380812 oct

& () -
le (Y) ARG ALFA CONPs NO Cing
2. (S) ACTION TaANEN
A+ ARG/SLF ALFAs
(1) COMPL OFF LoOaD R

((2) TERMINATED oPw EASER NUNTER A S oF

2718882 OCT 68

(3) CTe 76.4 coo CONTINUES ENBAR X PLANNING AT FIRST CAV DIV cpP

B. ARG ALFA

(1) COMPL OFLD OF wm 363
—~  (2) 18 76,4 COMUCTED 4 y

AD BLT 2/26,
MEP VITH ZELIMaN

i \
i1 L
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1
1

. . . e argw ¥ A e Voiehae 4@ s P
. PA
. PAGE TWO RHYSHRW@992 SECRET
| (3) WINDHAM CTY/PT DEFIANCE/DUBUQUE STEAMING IN HOLDING AREAS
OFF HUE MAXING PREP TO LOA LEMENTS FIRST CAV D1V,
~ €4) PRIRCO HOLDING OFF DANANG
C. SLF ALFA :
; ¢1) EMBARKED IN PRINCETON COMDUCTING PLANNING FOR FUTURE
— SPECOPS.,
: D. VEDICAL
(1) ADMISSIONS

Il 2102202200 02027
. LAST -24 HOURS TOTAL FOR OPERATION
(1) ADMISSIONS 12 21

(A) NON-COMBAT 9 i8
(B) CONBAT 3 | 3
(C) XILLED IN ACTION 1 1
(2) DISPOSITIONS - |

(A) DISCHARGED . 15 is
(B) TRANSFERED 1 1
¢C) DIED OF WOWDS 9 0
@) REMAINING: IN SICKBAY 5 5

3. (U) COMNENT3 NONE .
e INTENTIONSS )
A. ARG/SLF ALFA

PAGE THREL HHYSHENS992 § E CR E T
‘t}1) CONTIWUE PREP FOR CONDUCT OPN LIBERTY CANYON,

B. ARG ALFA1

C1) TG 76.4 (LESS PRINCETON) REMAIN IN HOLDING AREAS OFF HUE
PREPARED TO EMBARK ELENENIS FIRST CAV DIV.
(2) PRINCETON REMAIN IN ROLDING AREA OFF DANANG

.(' \c. SLF AL" B

— (1) CONTINUE PLARRING FOR FUTURE SPEC OPS

4 (U) ACTION REQUIRED BY HIGKER AUTHs WONE

P-4 (C) 18NOV 68

- 4
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HEADQUARTERS
" Task Group 79.4
FFO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 96602

_)/ I‘AW/" 3 k'u
O03ASE 6
2& De
SECRET -~ NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of encloswurs fij, ')
“and (3)
Froﬁz - Commander ]‘ :
To: Commander, Task Force 79 ‘
Subj: Combat Aftér Action Raport, Operation E&ger Hunter/Garvard
Bay A ,
Ref: (a) COMSEVENTHFLT 201 Plan
(b) CIF 79 120 Plan
Engl: - (1) Commander, Task Group 9.4 After Action Raporty Opere

ation Eager Hunter/Garrard Bay
(2))ABLT 2/26.After Action Report Operation Garrard Bay 150
(3) HMH-363 After Action Report, Operation Swift Pursull AI

i Mighty Iankee/Eager Hunter/Philadelphma ER f»

1. Enclosures (1) (2) and (3) are submittmd in sneordenos with
references (a) and (b) A

QP e Wk@m

Jo F, MCMAHON

DISTRIBUTIONS TG ?9 l Cmd Chronology 1c11

CG 9th MAB °
CIG 76.4 - . ‘ 13
COMNAVFORV - - 1k
CIG 79.5 - | C15
BLT 2/26 -, Lo 16
HMM 363 e Vi
CG 1ST MARDIV P £

| S&CFILECOPY = U9
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003435768
22 Dec 68

COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT, OPERATION EAGER HUNTER/GARRARD BAY

1. NAME OF OPERATION: EAGER HUNTER/GARRARD BAY

2, INCLUSIVE DATES AND LOCATION OF OPERATION: 25080CH Ost 196827
1800Z Oct 1968, MAP REFERENCE: VIET NAM, 1:50,000, AMS Series
L7014, Sheets 6640 I and 6640 IV, The assigned force beachhead
was in the southeastern corner of QUANG NAM Prevines, on the coast
at BT 0969, then south west to BT 068678, ther south te Bt 068637,
then west to BT 058630, south along the river to BT 05862¢, then
east to BT 074620, then north east to the scast e+ BT 12064k

3. COMMAND HEADQUARTERS: Commander, Tatk tiiv.p 79.4 embarked aboard
SLF/ARG shipping. BLT 2/26 OPCON tc Commancer IG 7G.%. BLT chopped
to CG, IIIMAF, 2515300H Oct 1968 (CIG 79.4 MSG 250708Z Oct 68) simul-

taneously chopped to 1st MARINES, commencing Opsration Bager Hunter/
Dade Glade later renamed OFN Eager Hunter/Garrard Bay.

4, TASK ORGANIZATIONS

TASK GROUP 79.4 Col. J. F, MCMAHON JR.
BLT 2/26 LtCol W, F. SPARKS
HMM 363 Maj J. L. HARRISON

5. INTELLIGENCE: (CIG 79.4 MSG 240045Z OCT 68}

a, Enemy Situation: General Intslligencs prior to the opsration
indicated the enemy was using the area to move mem and eguipment with
the help of the local populatidn. to within striking distance of Marble
Mountain and DaNang Air Base.

b. Crder ¢f Battie: The following identifieb’  wiivsg wews
believed located in the area:

UNIT LOCATION STRENGTH WEAPONS

R20 MAIN FORCE BN BT 064612 26407300 UNK
QUANG DA BN (SAPPER) BT 086659 120 UNK
BT 095654
BT 103655

SACRRT - NOFORN
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c. QOperational Effect on Enemy: The enemy has been
avoiding large scale contact in the operational area, and left
behind many booby traps, mines, and delay action type devices.
A few small bunkers were blown, All indications are that the enemy
will continue to avoid any large scale contacts in the AOA.

6. MISSION: Special Landing Force ALFA assigned mission was to.

‘conduct an amphibious asssult at H-Hour on D-Day to assist in -

cordoning targeted hamlets with the intent of isolating VC Cadre
from the locel civilian population, to find, fix and destroy

" enemy forces, installations and material within the AOA and

withdraw on order.

7. CONCEPT OF OPERATION: Commencing at H<Hour on D-Day, Task
Group 79.4 in direct support of BLT 2/26 provided an emergency
floating dump for Class I through Class V supplies/medi@&l}eva@nn=
tion with PCRS and helicopter services using HMM 363 and JBG ship-.
ping. SLF/ARG ALFA conducted an amphibious assault in the ACA by
helicopter borne forces to find, fix and destroy enemy forces,
caches and installation in the ACA; to interdict ememy LOC to Da
Nang; and in conjunction with ist MAR, ARVN Forces and National
Police conduct deliberate cordon and search operations in the AOA.
After assuming OPCON of BLT 2/26, ist MARINES Reinforced with one
USMC Battalion, in conjunction with ARVN Forces conducted cordon
and search operations in the Vien Dong Village complex (AT 0767)
to find, fix, capture and/or destroy enemy forces, material, caches
and installations, BLT 2/26 assumed responsibility for battalion
size TAOR, clockwise from BT 113651 to BT 089641 to BT 086705 to
BT 996780, BLT 2/26 conducted, in conjunction with ARVN Forces
cordon and search operation of Viem Dong Village complex (AT 0767)
to find, fix, capture and/or destroy enemy forces, material,
caches, and installations. Inserted MEDCAP for utilization during
search of complex, BLT 2/26 in conjunction with other USMC

forces conducted search and clear operations in Phong Ho ({)

(BT 0662) and Phong Ho (2) (BT0763) to find, fix; capture and/or
destroy enemy forces, material, caches and installations and
fortifications. »

8, EXECUTION: (CTIG 79.4 MSG 240047Z Oct 68; BLT 2/26 MSG 2404162
Oct 685 CIG 76.4 MSGS 2502532 Oct 68, 250708Z Oct
68, and 2801447 Oct 68) :

SECRET - NOFORN
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CTG 79.4 commenced Operation Eager Hunter; 250800H Oct 68, Cordon
and search operations in the objective area commenced with the initlal
move into the area and were continued uniterrupted through out the
operation. Following is a chronological listing of significan® svenis
commencing with pre-D-Day planning through to termination of NPk Fager
Hunter on departure of SLF/ARG ALFA from the operating ares,

a. 18/24 Oct: CTG 79.4 conducted liaison with ist Mar. Div.,
1st MAW and 1st Marines completing coordination for smphibious OPN
Eager Hunter, ist Marines AO.

b, 24000iZ Oct: Initiating directive for OPN Eager Buniuv: .. elved
by CIG 79.4.

c. 2L0650Z Octs
(1) €G, 1st Mar, Div., prepares to assums OPTON «f BLY 2/2§

and concurrently chop to ist Marines Reinforced on compl:t.cn R
Battalion.

t oio

(2) CTG 79.4 conducts supporting operatioms in waters adjaesnt
to 1st Mar (Rein) TAOR.

d. 250001Z Oct:

(1) 0800H: SLF/ARG ALFA executed OFN Eager Hunter. First
hedos touched down in LZ Red at 0800H, L-Hour, on tims, without
opposition. BLT 2/26 executed cordon of objective area and continesd
search.

(2) 250830H: UH«34D received small arms fire from wvic BT
092647, Helo received two hits and developed engine trouble and re-
mained in LZ, Airecraft was lifted out to Marble Mountain by CH-53,

(3) 251050Hs AO vic BT 078629 cbserved 15 VC in open and
called fixed wing. Resulting in 1 VC KIA.

(4) 25§200 ~ 1800H: BLT 2f26 supperted by HMM._ 363 cortimand
cordon and search operations vieinity Vien Dong Village Complex,
Neeligible contact, Area almost devoid of civiliams.

(5) 251530Hs CATF passed OPCON selecied elements of BLT 2/26
ashore to CG IIT MAF IAW COMSEVENTHFLT 2319322 Oct 6&. BLT 2/26 part-
icipates in Eager Hunter/Dade Glade under OPCON lst Marines. HMM 353
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remains aboard LPH-5. SLF/ARG ALFA continues in support.
(6) Positions:
(a) SLF/ARG ALFA - Holding area off DaNang.
(b) BLT 2/26 CP - BT 094665
E CO - BT 085647
F CO - BT 087657
G CO - BT 095654
H CO = BT 105656
8. 261200Z Oct: BLT 2/26 continued cordon and search cpsration
vic Viem Dong, supported by GVN elements., Detailed scrsening of
civilian populace continged to reveal large numbers of femsles in arez
several of which appeared on CIT blacklist.
f. 27000iZ QOect:
(1) Positionss

(a) SLF/ARG ALFA - Holding area off DaNaug.

(b) BLT 2/26 CP - BT 094665
E CO = BT 089649
F CO - BT 089656
G CO - BT (99656
H CO - BT 093657
(2) BLT 2/26 participsting in OPN Fager Hunter Gerrara Bay,
Name of OPN ashore changed from Dade Glads to Garrexd Bay, Mission

remains the same,
g. 271200Z Octs
(1) SLF/ARG ALFA conducting off load of BLT 2/26 adminilog

rear and HMM-363 in preparation for ARG participaticu in OPN Libswty
Canyon,

(2) 270840 Oct: BLT 2/26 comducted & belicopisrt
vic Phong Ho (BT 0662) to conduct search and clsayx cperat]
terminated at §{330H. Battaliomj Command Group weic
Helicopters received enemy smal{ arms fires in all hiel
enroute., Eighty-two hostile fire incidents were reported resclting
in nine aircraft receiving battle damage. BRequiremsnts of OFN Liberty.
Canyon resulted in movement of all BET supplies and egulpment sshore

NS syl A
SRTE &S HAWLY

Ra 7,4 €P,

N 7 A PR
omler LLVE &nn
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to FIC, DaNang, and all HMM-363 material to MMAF.
(3) 2716002 Oct: HMM-363 chopped ashore to IIT MAF.
h. 2800012 Oct: o | o
(1) Completed off losd of BLT 2/26.and HMM 363.”

(2) 2718002 Oct: sm/m ALFA temimted opn Eager H\mtero. _

(3) ARG ALFA continues proparatiom for OPN Liberty C&ny@ﬂ
and embarkation of elements of First Cav, Div09 U S, ARMI

1. On toruination of SLF/ABG ALFA partieipatiom9 casunlties jifu“

were as follows:

Friendly o g‘;,,ny 5 o

KIA 1 ,-;y__xmfgif :
VI 2 TOWIA - UMK

Civil affairs and Paychological &ctivibies were limited to MEDCAP
and loud speaker broadcasts directing civilians out of target areas,

9. RESULIS: See para 5.0, above. Friendly losses are outlimed in
para 10 f below, enemy losses covered in closing remarks of para € i

above, Friendly equipment lost or destroyed was negligible, all
damaged helicopters, a total of ten (10) were returnmed to duty.

10, W: This analysis is limited to matters at the
TG 79.4 level, The BLT and HMM Commander®s analysis are included
in their reports, enclosure (2) and (3).

8. Planning

(1) Planning Conference with III MAF, First Mar Div,, First
MAW, First Marines and CIG 79.4 commenced on 18 Oct and was completed
by D-Day.

(2} Prior to and throughout the operation comtinuous and
close planning and liaison was conducted with pertinent commanders.

b. Command Ralntionsh;g
(1) HMM-363 was under OPCON of CTG ?9 b during the entire

. SECRET - NOFORN
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operation, , , ‘ ‘
(2) BLT 2/26 initially under OPCON of CTG 79.4, chopped

"to CG, III MAF, 251530 Oct 68, simultaneously choppod_ to First

Marines,
¢. Enemy Contact: (See para 50Ces above)

d., Supporting Arms: Supporting Arms coordination was provided
by in-country commends. SLG/ARG did not function in this area other
than for the initial landing 25 Oct 68. : . ‘

e. Logisticss
(1) Planning
(a) Liaison established with FLC DaNang.

(b) BLT drew supply/resupply f’fom_ in-country sources.
(2) Execution ‘ "
(a) BLT supply rear esté.blished at FIC, DaNang.

(b) A1l requisitioning of supplies I through V accom-
plished ashore through FIC, DaNang. :

(¢) BLT 2/26 aduin rear initially sboard ARG shipping
moved ashore by 272000Z Oct 68, : : :
(d) SLF/ARG w/HMM 363 remained holding srea in support

of operations ashore from 25 Oct 1968, until termination of the
operation and debarkation of BLT admin rear and HMM=363 on 272000Z Oct.

: (e) HMM-363 provided helicopters for command and control,
liaison, MEDEVAC, and logistical flights for the SLF and BLT 2/26,

(£) HMM-363 maintained 15 minute MEDEVAC Standby.

(g) MEDEVAC. guard and casualty reporting for BL 2/26
terminated by TG 79.4 at 272430 Oct '1968 and passed ashore.

(h) No insurmountable supply problems ﬁe;-e encountered.

(1) The USS Princeton was designated as Primary Casualiy
Receiving Ship (PCRS). '
SECRET - NOFORN
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f. Casualty Reportings Casualty reporting was conducted in
accordance with current directives, The 9th MAB CRCC-ALFA was
; located aboard the USS Prineceton (LPH-5), which was designated the
Primary Casualty Receiving Ship. BLT 2/26 and TG 79.4 casualty
representatives were positioned at NSA DeNang RWN to collect and
pass casualty information concerning Special Landing Force ALFA
personnel on to the 9th MAB CRCC-ALFA. L o

CAS ITULATION

25-28 Ootober 1

Friendly
3 KIA : 1
i WIA 2
‘ WIANE 0

Non<Hostile 10 , o , 1

TOTAL 13 : ‘ o P

g. Civic Action: No civic action prcgfam was sonducted dus to
the area of operation and the type of operatin: serducted.

h, 1S0: A photographbr and journalist were atiached to BLT 2/26
and went ashore with the BLT to provide infermaticn service coverage.

i. € jcations: Communications were established TAW Task
Group 79. OP Plan 120 (YR), and TG 79.4 COI dtd 22 October 1968,
A Message Center was maintained afloat in conjunctlior with the uss
Princeton Naval Communications Center. CTG 79.4 maintaiied raocags
distribution responsibility for BLP 2/26 and HMM=363. The .ol wirg
nets were established/utilized during operation Eager Hunter/Garrard
Bay.

1st Div Special purpose ti SFMZ

CIG 79.4 entered this net; establishing communications (plain and
cipher) with 1st Mar Div.

1st Marines Tac #2 (M)

CIG 79.4 entered this net, establishing communications { plain and
cipher) with 1st Marines.

i SIF Tsc #2 (PM)

CTG 79.4 established this net with TG 79.4 Liaison Team at BLT CP ‘
and TG 79.4 Relay Team at 2/1 CP. | o

SECRET - NOFORN
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Additional Nets EstablishedZEntered

CTG 79.4 also entered Fire Support Cocrdination Nev/Air Obssrver
Net and Arty Conduct of Fire #1 net during landing and until (GPCON
of BLT was assumed ashore, BLT Tac #2, Tac Log and Leg Admun Nets
were monitered/entered as situation required.

Radio Relay

Radio Relay between 1lst Division and CIG 79.% was tried wisun.
cessfully, with CTG utilizing the USS Princeton relay equipment.
The 1st Div received our signal, but the TG was unable tz receive
the signal from 1lst Div. More relay shots will be trisc on futurs
operations.

10, LESSONS LEARNED: Prior to this operaticn the BLT pac hLsen

operating for sometime in the northerm portion of I Corps, whers
few, if any, booby traps, mines, or delay acticm devices are em-
countered by our men. Just the reverse is true of the area just
operated in, where the majority of enemy ercountered ars VO, whe

are extremely industrious at planting b-ct: -raps, ete. In antiel-
pation of expected conditions, extensi« '1‘* sard schoeling was
conducted for the men in the techniques - ' rating and idertilly]

possible booby traps. As noted, our casualiles were lig
siderable number of booby traps and mines weore suzcessiully lovated
and destroyed without injury te our men or @qa wpmant. I as Yelt
that the instruction given was extremely bemsiicisl. HRelisoptees,
1lifting units out of previously used LZ's, cams under exisnsive
small arms fire, It is anticipated that during future cparalicn:.
1Z's will be shifted, if at all possible to precluds enemy forioz
securing fixes on our exact locationse.
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SECRET - NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of enclosurs (1).

From:

Tos
Subj:
Ref:

Encl:

Commander
Commanding Officer, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade

Command Chronology for period 1 - 31 December 1968
(a) MCO 5750.2

(b) MFPACO 5750.8

(¢) BRIGO 5750.1C

(1) Commnder Task Group 79.4 Command Chronology

1, E(hc)elbsure (1) is submitted in accordance with references (a), (b
and Clo !

“DISTRIBUTION: CG 9TH MAB

~

§ )
Yoy b
AN

Jo F. MCMAHON JR.

1-2
CG 3D MAF 3
CG 1ST MAW b
CIG 76.4 5
CTG 79,5 : 6
RLT 26 (REAR) 7
MAG 15 8
BLT 2/26 9
MM 362 10
S & C FILES 11
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PART IV SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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PART I ;
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA '
1, DESIGNATION COMMANDER
G 79.4 COL J. F. MCMAHON JR.
1=31 December 1968
SUBORDINATE UNITS
BLT 2/26 ‘ LTCOL W. F. SPARKS

1-31 December 1968
M %63

1-7 December 1968

HMM 362

8-31 December 1968'

1=31 Dscembsr 1968

MAJ T. J. CRONIN JR
1-7 December ' 1968

LTCOL J. E, SCHLARP
6-31 Dscembar 1968

ATTACHED UNITS L
2, LOCATION SHIPS -‘
USS OKINAWA (LPH-3)
1-31 Degember 1958
USS DULUTH (LPD-5)
131 December 1968
USS FORT MARION (LSL-22)
1-31 Decembsr 1968
USS WINSTON (AKA.-9is)
1-31 December 1968

3. STAFF OFFICERS
Executive Officer LTCOL K. ™L."™ LYNN

1-31 December 1968

i1STLT L. HICKS
1-31 December 1958

S-1/Adjutant

Intelligence Officer/Aerial Officer MAJ R, B, LEWIS

1=31 December 1968

MAJ D. B, TOWNSEND

Operation Officer
: i=31 Decembar 1968

Asst Operation Officer MAJ T. A, WILLIAMSON

1=31 Dacember 1968

CAPT R. L. FOSTER

Communications Officer
{ 1-31 December {96€

Alr Officer MAJ H, P. JONES

1=31 Dscember 196&
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Logistics Officer MAJ A. A, SLEPICKA
: i=31 December 1568

Fire Support Coordinating Officer MAJ G. P. MURPHY
1=31 December 1968

AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USMC USN
OFF ENL OFF ENL
SLF HQ 10 46 . 0 o
BLT 2/26 55 1612 8 9i
HMM 1363 47 190 i 3
HMM 362 55 217 i 3
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8 Dec

9 Dec

10 Dec

11 Dec

12 Dec

13 Dec

i5 Dec
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

SLF S-4 and Embark NCO returned from Da Namg to Subic Bey witr b

~2/26 rep. and load plams for ARG ships.

Completed transfer and stowage of all LFORM, LSU Blocks and SI&
equipment abogrd ships of PHIBRON V.

SLF Staff departed Suble Bay, P.I, for RVN aboard USS Okinawa. »I
ning conducted enrcute te Viet Nam for Opn Valiant Hunt.

Brig Gen JOHN E. WILLIAMS, CG 9th MAB, aboard USS Okinaws for wisit
with SLF 9ALFA®,

Received advance party HMM 362 aboard USS Okinawa, .

Commenced loading of BLT 2/26 personnel and equipment aboard USS Ckinawa
USS Duluth, USS FORT MARTON.

OPCON of HMM 362 passed to CTG 79.4.

Comp%seted embarkation aboard USS Okinawa of elements of BLT 2/26 and
HMM 362, ‘

Deputy C/S, 9th MAB, Col COFFEEN, aboard USS Okinawa in conjunction
with Admin/Logistics Inspection.

Selected members of SLF Staff conducted liaisom wisit to LZ Baldy,
196th Light Inf., Bde., Americal Div. in preparation for Opn Valient
Hunt., .

Completed embarkation of elements of BLT 2/26 aboard USS Duluth and
USS Fort Marion,

C/S, 9th MAB, Col John LOWMAN, visited CTG 79.4/78.4 and RON USS
Okinawa.

CIG 79.4 and Staff made liaison with III MAF and GVN Forces of (mawng
Nam Prov concerning Opn Valiant Hunt at III MAF HQ. '

CTG 79.4 visited CG 2D ROKMC BDE.

Commenced embarkation of remaining BLT 2/26 equipment aboard USS
Winston

Col GILDO S. CODISPOTI, Representative TF 76 aboard VS5 Okinawa for
briefing and vieit,

CTG 79.4 issued Frag Opn Order 4-68 for Opn Valiant Hunt.
Fmbarkation aboard all ARG ships completed.

Coordination with FLC Da Nang for emergency resupply, if neccessary.
of Class I and ¥ during Opn V&li&r}t Hunt. ‘

Final briefing conducted by CIG 79.4 Staff for all units aboard USS
Okinawa in preparatisn for Opm Valiant Hunt.

D=Day helidopter assault on villages ef An Lac and Thi Lai to estzblisn
cordon combined with waterborne landing of artillery over HBlue Beach
commenced Vgliant Hunt,
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15-24 Dec - Logistics Support for Opn Valiant Humt. Two 105 Howitzers
evacuated to FLC Da Nang for repairs. Twire weekly run by
USS Winston to Ua Nang for resupply.

17 Dec = Brig Gen Carl W, HOFFPMAN, G-3, III MAF aboard USS Okinawa for - ::.it.
‘ Brig Gen COOKSEY, ADC, Americal Div., aboard USS Okinawa for wisii.

18-19 Dec - Reembarked and helo-landed G Co in surprise astault and cordom on
' fortified Hamlet Tay Thanh adjacent to Op Area to reduce anti-A/C
and sniperfire encountered by BLT 2/26 and HMM 362,

20 Dec - Helo 1ift of F Co to GS BT 1651 to assist G Co. in corden and search
and destruction of 67 enemy bunkers and trenches,

24 Dec = BLT 2/26(-) reembarksd aboard ARG shipping., B/1/13 remained au
Blue Beach, FSB, in support of GVN Forces.

25 Dec - SLF ALFA with BLT 2/26 and HMM 362 cbserved Chtistmas aboard ship
while preparing for helo assault, 27 Dec; on Hein Luong Village.

25-26 Dec - Resupply in Da Nang Harbor by selected elememts of ARG,
' Initial liaisen confsrence between ITI MAF, Averical Div,, TF 79
TF 76 and lesser included commands conducted at ITI MAF HQ on Ouon
Bold Mariner.

27 Dec = Heliborne assault launced on Hein luong Village by BLT 2/2t, sup-
.o ported by HMM 362 for continuation of Opn Valiant Hunt.

27-28 Dec - Established BSA dump ashore at Blue Beach with two days Class I3
selected items Class II, III, and V; and DOA Class V for weapons
ashore Provided logistics support to units ashors for BSA,
Replenisment of BSA dump from ARG ships and by LCU difectly from
FSR, Da Nang,

28 Dec - Lt Cmdr GRAY, Royal Australian Navy, Medical Corps, visited
elements of BLT 2/26 ashore and medical facilities sboard LPH-3
to observe evacuation and medical procedurss,

27-31 Dec - Logistic Support for Opn Vglisnt Humt. Two 105 Howitzers returnsd
to action. Twice Weekly rums by LCU and USS Winston to Da Nang
for resupply. Continued prosecution of Opn Valisnt Hunmt,

1=5 Jan - Operation ValianstHunt contineed with opsration being terminated
at 051400Z Jan 69,
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PART III
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
= SLF ALFA and PHIBRON V, aboard ARG shipping, depart Subjic Bay, P.I,
for Da Nang, RVN,
- Brig Gen John E. WILLIAMS, CG 9th MAB, aboard USS Okinawa.
- Completed embarkation of BLT 2/26 aboard USS Okinawa, Da Nang Hsrbor.
OPCON HMM 362 passed to CIG 79.4.
Deputy C/S, 9th MAB, Col COFFEEN, Aboard USS Okinawa, in conjunction
with admin/logistics inspection.
= D-Day Opn Valiant Hunt.

= Brig Gen Carl W. HOFFMAN, G-3 IIXI MAF, aboard USS Okinawa for wisit
Brig Gen COOKSEY, Acting Div, Cmdr., Americal Div., aboard USS Okinawa
for visit,

« BLT 2/26(-) reembarked aboard ARG shipping.

= SLF ALFA with BLT 2/26(-) and HMM 362 observed Christmas aboard ship
while preparing for assault on 27 Dec 68,

- Heliborne assault launched on Hein Luonmg Village by BLT 2/26 in
continuation of Opn Valiant Hunt.

68 - 5 Jan 69 - Operation Valiant Hunt continued until termination
0514002 Jan 69,
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PART IV
CHRONOLOGY OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

TAB 1 /- COMSEVENTHFLT MSG 1200%82 DEC 68
£~ CIG 79.4 MSG 121300Z DEC 68
3~ CIG 76.4 MSG 1415122 DEC 68
4. CTG 76,4 MSG 1422247 DEC 68
5> CIG 76,4 MSG 2206322 DEC 68
&+ CIG 76,k MSG 2212247 DEC 68
7.~ CIG 76,4 MPG 232314Z DEC 68
7~ CIG 79.4 MSG 2510042 DEC 68
9.~ COMSEVENTHFLT MSG 051404Z JAN 69

TAB 2 - BLT 2/26 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

€
T

5% TAB 3°  HMM 363 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

i

A

\TAB 4~  HMM 32 COMMAND CHRONLOLGY

TAB 5- CIG 79,4 COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT OPERATION VALIANT
HINT. 20/ 5.3 chrcen /

SECRET - NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

| ®
>~

SR - dzaEdsd DEC &g

| F4 CCUSEVENTHRLT

1 Tu CT3 SZVEN SIA PY FOUR

S CT3 SEVEN NINE PT FOUR

- CTF SZIVEN 3Ix
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b INFO CNC
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cAun SIVENTH aF
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CIF SEVEM THAEE™ 7 s
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i CI3 SEVEN 31X PT FIVE
s CTG 3ZVEN MWEE PT FIvz
T3 SEVEN M NE °T THREE

rASE TWU SECRET
(3 AMEZRICAL DIV

CIS CNE CRNE FIVE PT .ONE

I3 SZVEN THREE PT FIVE .

CIG SEVEMN ZERG PT ELGHI

cTU SEVEN ZERQ PI EIGHT PT N} §
CTU SEVEN 2ERO PT SEVEN PI ONE
CTU SEVEN ZERD PT SEVEN PT-T40
CIU SEVEN ZEROD PT T4C PT ONE PT ONE
NAVCAIC JESTPAC

QCMMSTAS YESTPAC

21

e CnhnET

CPERATION vALIANT MunT IHITIATING DIRECTIVE (U

& dY CPLARN J21-89

e VP 22 D)

's SITUATIOWN: C3 II] MAF HAS AREGQUESTID THE EAPLOYMENT OF AN AR /3LF
IN 3UPPULRT OF QPR ATIONS IN THE | Cra. COASEVENTHELT WILL PFRCVIT.
75E4/79.4 AND SUCH CTHER FCARCES A5 MaY 32 NECESS3ARY FCR [KIS
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| RUSGSRF RUYPL' [ EaYDL

1 %g“ﬁ $558S 2NN LR SR
0 12138@ Bit &

f* 16 SEYED S NE PT FOWR =~ ‘
10 CEN/SLT Té SLAKRT TWO SIX =
»J RUHMH,A'CINCPAC
'hYHSYBICLM‘ACFLT

Zm awaw'-"ggﬁg cv

. HSYAs-& FILTPAC

ggzgsgr."cmSEVh\’IHFLT

RUYPZYO/CG 111 M.&

Ry» £VE/CG FIRST biNiDIV

rJYPSYF/CG FIRST MA\

| RUYVSYD /COMBAVF RV -
RUYJSYB/CTF SEVEN NINE <AAQ49)
ZEN/CIF SEVEN SiX

RUMHVH/DSA I CRPS

ZENCIG SEVEM SIX PT FOUR =

 RUMKIA/ANERICAL DIV

St CRET SECTION OME OF TWO

PAGE TWO RUYPGKKM254 S E CR E T
OPERAT ION VALIANT HUNT (W) ‘

| Re- MAPS AMS SERIES L 7014, SHEET 6640 1
| Be  CTG 794 OP PLAN 128A-(YR)

| Co IMSEVENTHFLT MSG 120838Z DEC 63

De NJP 22 (B)

Eo 1G 79,4 ORDER PE50928.1

HUNT IN AMPLIFICATION OF REF C,
ANNEX A OPIRATION OVERLAY (PASEP)(NOTAL)
ANBEX AA FIRE SUPPORT CORD (PASEP) (NOTAL)
ANNEX AC ARTILLERY (PASEP)(NOTAL)
AN. ¢ #D BRVAL GURFIRE (PASEP) (NOTAL)
TASK ORGAXIZATION
6 79.4 COL MCHAKOH
BT 2/26 (REIM (=)LTCQ. SPARKS
WM 562 (REXI)  LTCA. SCHLARP

DIT VMO
I SITUATIOH

A, EMEVY FuRCES |

(12524 AMBEX D CJNYIL) TO REF B,

<
A
(} vy

POt kb beit . WAl o N B it e e = e A | —" . At A, bt ® gt

| et RUYEE 1k G0N T run . 5a5S. <R UNHMGA RUYHE eIV
B v\.“ RUYVSYD RUYJSYH 1i.i W ¥

(F) W)

SCOPZs THIS IS CTE 75,4 FRAG ORDER FOUR~SIX EIGHT FOR OPD

VALIANT
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(2) CURRENT INT SUMS '
(3) CT6 79.4 INTEL 1SSUED SEPARATELY .
Be FRIENDLY FORCES .

¢1) Im REF B
. (@) GVM FORCES AS PROVIDED -BY 111 MAF

, (3 CG FIRST MAW PROVIDES CAS AS DIR BY 11I MAF. TWO (2)
| CAS AZC 075 FROM H/L RR=15 TO K/ HR PLUS 248, FOUR(A), ARMED,
{HONE S.1CK UR-1E AND FIRE FLY ON CALL. _
E (4) CTU 70.8,9 PROVIDES NGF SPTg TWO 5" 54 DESTROYER,
~ (8) CT8 15,1 PROVIDES MARKET TIME SUPPORT.
Co ATTACHIENTS. . :
" (1) BJU OET FOXTROT TU 76.4.0.4

%’Pmt THREE RUYPGKKP®54 S E CR E T

| . (2) DET 1ITH ITT |
F . (3 DET 5TH CIT N

fo, MISSIONS COMMENCING H/L=-HOUR ON D-DAY SLF CONDUCTS AMPHIB
BoPx 1N AOA TO CLEAR 0BJ AREA AN EST -CRDOVS WITHIN WHICK ARV
IERF/PF, NPFF AND PRU'S CAK CONDUCT DETAILED SEMRCH FOR AND

[} DEST /CAPTURE OF VC1/VC/HAMLET GUERRILLAS. 4 |

'3, EXECUTION

F 7 h CONCEPT OF OPNS, SLF COMUCTS HELIBORNU AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT

S

£ PAGE. FOLR RUYPGKKO834 S E C RET :

£ INTO VIC OF HAMLETS AN LAC AND THI LAI €2) COIMUCTS CORDON AND oo
f SEARCH OPNS IN CCORD WITH GUN FORCES TO ELIMINATE 1LOCAL VC/VCI
{ AND TO LOCATE AND DESTROY ENEMY SUPPLIES AMD F\CILITIES IN AO.

f Do BLT 2/261 AT L-KOUR ON D<DAY CONDUCT A HI\IFORKE. \e
F AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT . INTO SELECTED LAND ING ZONES IND EST 7
oﬁon, OF HAMLETS AN LAC (GS=B! 1551) AU THI Lol (2) |

I ((_JBT 1451) CONDUCTS SEARCH OPNS IN SUFPORY II] MAF ACCELERATED

. PATIFICATION CAMPAIGN (APC) IV COORD WJfH ASLTGNEL GVN FORCES,,

% DESIGNATE RESERVE COMPANY TO BE COMMITTED ON LRDER CTG 79 4.

i RES CO TO MAINTAIN PLAT SIZE SPARROW HAUK FORCC JaWw REF B AND

# E WHILE EMB, ON ORDER L AND B=1=13 (REIN} OVER BLUI. BEACH AND.

® DWPLACE VIC BT 208372, D~S, LT 2/26, BE PREPARESX TO CONDUCT

¥ FURTHER OPNS IN AO OR WITHDR WAL ON ORDER CTU 79.14, -

o ﬁ' HMM 362 (REIN) s PROVIDE HELO SPT I REF X AND BLT LANDIKG

, PROVIDE SUPPRESSIVE FLRES AND OBSCNV AT ION (N SPT OF HELO

£ AND TROOP MOVEMENT S, PROVIDE ADD H1SSION5 AS ASS.SNED BY CLF.

‘ D, DET 1ITH ITT. EFF 150 700K DEC ATICHED TO iLY 2/26.,

E, DET 5 TH CIT. EFF 150708H DEC ATT.CHED TO LT 2726,

Fo BJU DET FOXTROT 76.4.8:4. ON ORDE( CTG 79.4 LA BY

il HELO IN DESIGNATED LZ IW SUPPORT OF BLT 2/26,

B

® s e,

.
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PAGE FIVE RUYPGKEDDGDA L & b o F T
K G., LA ING FORCE RESERVEs BE PREPARED 10 Lawd BY HELO IR
" ASSIGRED HLZ TO AéE‘iE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING NMgRSIOUS:
<1y REIN OR WELIEVE ANY COMMITTED wB¥Y
(2) EXPLOIT ANY TACTICAL ADVANTAGE
b (3) CONDUCT HELO PATROLS WITHIN AQ
R (4) PROVIDE SPARROW HAWK FORCE 144 REF B AND E VHILE EMB,
: M. COORDINATING INSTRUCT IONS.
| (1) REF B
o (2) REF E
(3) D~DAY IS 15 DEC 68 :
(4) H/L=MOUR 1S @BoOH (10 BE CONFIRMED)
(5) ANNEX A (OPERATION OVERLAY) .
(6) MAP GRID DESIGNATCGR BRAVO TANGO (BI),
¢7) RWWES OF ENGAGEMENT 1AW REF B
(8) EEI*S 1AW ANNEX D C(INTEL) REF B AND CURRENT ESTIMATE
(9) AIR OPNS IAW ANNEX G, REF B AND THE FOLLOWINGL
. {A) 2 CAS VC WITH BOTHK HARD AND SOFT CRDANCE FROM
L-15 TO'L PLUS 240 ON STATION/ON CALL 10 BE RELIEVED ON STATION.
(B) CAS A/C ON CALL FROM D=DAY T0 D PLUS 5 FOR SUPPORT OF

GROUND OPHS,

PAGE SIX RUYPGMKO254 S E CR E T
(19 FIRE SUPPORT COORD 1AV ANNEX ALFA-ALFA REF B AND
. .ANNEX ALFA-ALFA THIS FRAG. - K
i (11) NAVAL GUNFIRE LAV ANNUX ALFA-DELTA REF B AND ANNEX ALFA~

Lo DELTA THIS FRAG. ,
. ¢12) ARTILLERY 1AW ADMNEX ALFA-CHARLIE REF B AND ANNEX ALFA-
? CHARL IE THIS FRAG.

(13) BLUE BEACH LOC COORD FM BT 206569 T0 BT 209372,

(14) HELO LANDING ZONES (ALL BT) :

(A) EAGLE 149528
(B) HAWK 154519
(C) CROW 146315

(D) VULTURE 143511
(15) MELO LZ'S CONIROLLED BY SILENT MAR 14 ON 31,78 PRIMARY
‘ Mi24. :
, \ (16) HELO APPRVCACH AND RETIREMENT L AMES. SEE ANNEX A -

(OPH OVERLAY)
(17) THRUST PJINTS (ALL BI)

o (A) CIGAR.ITE 1955

7 (B) BEER 145€

1 (C) TOOTH PASTE 1745

/I GP=4

- BT

i @54

,
f

i NN NN
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o Ba () LJIAD Y O L VI
+AC-LOL AS DESIG 5Y BLT COR.

2. USS FORT MARION DESIG PRI CONT SHIP (PCS)
(@) RESUPPLY

le ITEMS OF SUP TO BE STAGED ON EACH SHIP AS REQ FoR
- DELIV ASNORE BY SURFACK, RELO OR CONB BOTH AS APPROP

« SHORE' mxr BE PREP ESTAB LIMITED LSA ASHORE FoR
~GLASS I, I11 An ¥ LFORN IF BEQUIRED,
' lm um_sama Fi LT S-a@0. FAC-L0G ABD 088

[

v e 2
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[ °ABE FIVE RUYPGKWR®S4 S E C R E T '
’ <0 3. CASSCARDS OF PERS WITH MINOR » JLE AND HON-HOSTILE
was AND INJURIES, IF RET DUTY w/0 EVAC, WILL BE SUB T0 SIH
NAB CRCC ALFPRA ON USS OKINAYA FOR RPT SOOMIST,
(3) SIRVICE
(A) IF REQUIRED AUIN-TO DRAV LFORM/OP RES ASSETS MAYBE REQ
R 38.4 - Cﬂumn D-DAY. ISSUL ONLY WHER COMBAT ESSENTIAL.
.' 1AW *m l m (3’. AND PARA (3) (D) & ABOVE. LFORN WILL
gl .‘ . ] L !m.uﬁ. .
| - (B). lmtn m mm AVAIL THRY LSU ORGABIC TO BLY
RLe THRUTICLOG.
'(4) PERSONNRL ‘
(A) CAPTURED PERS 'n.l. BE SCREENED BY BLI. Dtlllm yiLL
SC DELIV %/EQUIP AWD DEC FOUUD OB THEIR PERSON TO CI/ITI

B) clvie ‘hﬁ"luo BONE DUE TAC SIT AND NATURE OF OPS,
- €7 NISCELLANKGUS
. CA) 1B® ?lﬂ‘l.lmlﬂ.lﬁ WILL ACCONP BLT ASHORE WIIN- UNIT
DESIG B BLT COR, :
- D cwnlxcaum:_

rm SIX RUYPWA 3 l c l T
A: I8 REF-B EXCEPY A8 u'm unle. ,
(1) CALL -SIGNS IAV 79.4 COI DID 14 DEC- 68, ain
(2 RADI® PLAN ISSUED SEPARATELY. ' ,
(3) ARTILLERY COMN IaVW REF B AND CIRRENT COI°8
(4: BAVAL GUNFIRE COMN, SECE ANNEX G TO 76.4 OPLAR 191-68
(6: AIR SUPPORT COMM, SEE ANNEX M TO TG 76.4 OFLAR 101A~GR.
(6. CRYPTOSRAPNIC
(A) CURRENT KAK FGR XY+8 OPNS
(B) KAC~QAG AND XAC-QY FOR AUTHENTICATION AND lm m
(C) KAC-PAG ARD KAC-PY, FOR OPNS CODE.
1) RAD1O SILENCE A% DIR BY CATF.
Be COMMAND POSTS

1?“-35" AFLOAT: CTG T9.4, CI@ 16.4. BT 2726, HMM 362, uss ounu

viES :g) ASHORE 3 BLT 2/26 REPORT LOCATIONS INCLUDING CONPARY CP°S
Co COMMAND RELATIONS. IAV ANNEX C (COMMAND RELATIONS) TO REF I.
ACTI08 ADDEES ACKWOVWLEDGE llﬂl?'l.

P-4

) §

“90%4
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F FTCZYL  JYPGKKOOTS 349151 2-CCCCa~RUHKHAA RUYVSYD
- RUYJSYB 1 SVB RUYPSYD REEAPSYE RUYPSYG RUYPSYF RUY
i RUYPSYB RUYVSYB RUYJSAAWPUYPSAA REMSMVA RHHCSDE.

NY CCCCC ZFD RUYPGKK
UYPSAA ZON2 PMIL PRTT

RUY "SAA ZONZ2 YRTT

0 . 45127 DEC 68

i CIG SEVEN SIX PT FOWR
-30 AJ6 FUR SIX ONE

;g SEVEN SIX PT FOUR

CONFIDENTIAL
ALIANT HUNT ¢OD

'l (C) EXECUTE MY OPORD 389-68.
E GPe4A

[ 087
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VZCZCGKA3LE
OTT 52 YUW RUYPGKK©@SO 34 92224~ 5SS5S==RUYPSY G,
INY 85855 ZFD RUYPGKK
0 142224Z DEC ¢8
FM CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR
T0 ZEN/TG SEVEN SIX PT FOIR
AlG FOUR SIX ONE
Br

SECRET

VAL JANT HUNT () :
l» (S) H HOWR COMFIRMED AS 150832H7 DEC 68
L HOUR CONFIRMED AS 15@88€H4 DEC 68

GP~4 (C) 30 DEC 68

BY
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0 2214242 DEC 68 s JJ0 LI

MM THREE SIX TWO {

TO al6 ONE SIX #) NS

WITHDRAWAL ORDEK (3)
A. W-HOUR IS 258620H3 RPI 250408MS TO BE CONF1nMED.

2. (S) TWENTY-FOUK DECCMBER 196u:
3. HELIBORNE MOVCMENT FrOM LZ AWK 6T154519/5 OF nOTEL AND ECHO
C. BN CP GRP AND TWwO 56cT si¥% TR FxOM L HAVK BT154519/5 10

FM CIG SEVEM NINE PT FOUR ;
10 BLT TWO SLANT TWO SIK @
0 22¥632Z OJEC 68
FM CIG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR §SeLF
S
aT
= g AT TEW (5)0F5
ANT HUNT  CU) -
N CIG 16.4 OPLAN 101A-6s, ANNEX INDIA, APPENDIX VII.
I (5) TWENTY-THRE: DZCEMBER 196é3
B NELIBORNE #1THORAWAL OF GOLF AND FOXTXOT COMPANIES, ENd Plal
(=3, TWO ScCT 12644 R FRON LZ C_ARK BT173515/2 TO US> OKINAWA.
Ay y-KOUn 1S 24@000A4 RPT 24160@HA TO BE CONFIAMED.
CONPANIES, T40 SECI si%d MIn, TNO SECT 136MM RR, MTR BTKY 1/12 TO
BLUE BEACH.
USS OKINAWA.
0o WATERBORNE WITHDRAWAL OF -OTEL AND ECHO COMPANIZS AND T¥O

PAGE TWO wUYPGKXduwze 5 E C & &1
SECT 81 MM MTR, T¥0 SECT 1oohl R, MTx BIRY 1712 Fa0OM BLUE BEacHd
(BT20657879) TO USS DULUTH AT ¥ PLUS ONE HOLR.
3. (SY COORDINATING INSTRULTICNS ¢

A. WITHDRAW IN ACCORDANCe WITH ReF Ae

5. LO5MM HOW BIRY REMAW iMPLAGED AT BLUE oEaud TO COVER o50TH
¢ ITHDRAWALS AND THEALAFT ! n unTIL AB0UT TWO JeNUbnY.

Ce SHORE PArTY AxD BYU ReMaln WiTn ArTY BT4Y AT oLUE BEAvH.

D. UDT DI CONTINUE OAILY LHECK SURVEY OF 5uLUd odaud ald 00aT
LANEB

E. PC3 USZ BOaTy FrON FOrT MARION AaNu JULLTA.4UGMENTED AS PCo DarcMo
NECe

F. CAS/AcLO Au-dLil Ao SIr nEQe

e HAzed¥ dealwin: sk LIF/3 BY Al Je
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RUYPSYF RUYPSYD RUYJSYB RMMCSDE RUMFSAA RH4CSDG KUKRSYM
AUYHSYB RUHHHQA RUYHSY4 RUMMIA.
LNY SSSSS ZYO RUMFSHK
RUMFSAA ZON2 T CTG SEVEHW SIX PT FIVE
CIF SEVEN SIX
CTG SEVEN NIME PT FIVE
CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHI
CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT HIBE

CTF SEVEN SEVEN
CiG SEVEN SEVEN PI ZERO SLF

USVTP T 1 CCRPS DASC
;umula T CG AMERICZE oxv<52:> CEj FJGB
(goPs.

RUYPSYD T DASC DANANG )

20C N
0 221224Z DEC 68 TR
FM CTG SEVENW SIX PT FOURE : v

19 AIG ONE SIX.E~

8 .
CRED FLLOoW

VALIART HONT (U)
WITHDRAWAL ORDER CH 1. (S3
A. CTG 76.4 228632215 DEC 68

l. (S) DYE WEATHER FOXCAST W-HOUR FOR 23 DEC IS CHANGED TO 2312008
KPT 231208HR 10 3L CONFIRMED
2 SEF & DOWNGRADING GP-4(C)15 JAN 69
P-4 (C. 15 JaAN 69
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WJU KZGZ RTIU HEZG DE C3VM TGD 4B/23

'@ 2323142 DEC 68
™ CYG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR = 5Lf’"

10 TG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR -— N3

(16 SEVEW WIME PT FOIR —— (F)H2

BT () of

SECRET

VAL™ 8T HUNT WITHDRAVAL

A. .. 22083229 DEC 68

l. W~HR CONFIRMED AS 24288EH4 DEC. USE PRIMARY PLAN,
@P-4 (C) 15 JAN 68
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Vil ELYY Y KUTPGRKURGLO % T D d= D555 ~RUYGEATF ., -
LHY 85855 ZFD RUYF "‘{%“Z,)‘a G RUMF SHH. (*') .
O P 2510847 DEC GQ
il CTC SEVEN RINE ¥T FOWR
T0 ZEN/BLYT TWO SLANT TWO SIX
INFO RUKHHQA/CINCPAC
RUYHSYB/CINCPACFLT
REMSMV A/ COMUM ACY
RUYHSYA/CG FMFPAC
RUYGSAF/COMSEVENTHFLY
RUYPSYD/CG 111 MAF
RUYPSYE/CG FIRST MARDIV

P
Hhpidis AL e g%
}Q}o

RUYJSYB/CTF SEVEN NINE
RUYPWDB/CTF SEVEN SIX
RUSVIP/DSA I C(RPS
LEN/CIG SEVEN SIX PT FOLR
%}MHIA/RNERICAL D1V

SECRET
(AR2 18)

PAGE TWO RUYP@KKGEL58 S E CR E T
OPERATION VAL JANT HUNT (U) . :
REF: A, MY MSG 121308Z DEC & (FRAG ORDER 4+68)
B, COMSEVENTHFLT MSG 212340Z
'SCOPEs THIS 1S CI¢ SEVE™ MINE PT FOUR (HANGE NUMBER ONE TO
FRAG ORDER 4-68,
le GENFRAL INFO: REF A APPLIES FOR CON'INUATION OF OPN VALIANT
KUNT EXCEPT F(R MODIFICATION/CHANGES DIRECTED PARA 2 BEL OW,
REF B APPROVED EXT OF OPNS AND CHAYGE OF. AOA,
2¢ Ao CH PARA 1o B. 3 TO READt CG FMAW IPROVIDES CAS AS DIR BY
II1 MAF, TWO (2) CAS A/C O/S FRO™ L~HR PLUS TWO HOURS TO
L=HR PLUS THREE HOURS. FOUR (4) ARMED, IWO (2) SLICK UH~lE

TFROM L-HR MINUS 15 TO L-HR PLUS 98,

Bo CH PARA 3.A,, NAME OF OBJECT IVE F'AMLET, TO READS HEIN

LIONG VIC GS=BT 1545 AVD 1649,

Co CH PARA 3,B, TO READ AS FOLLOWSs LT THO SLANT THO SIX AT

"L ON D-DAY COMDUCT A HELIBORYE AMPHIJ A SSAULT INTO SELECTED

FRIMARY LAKDING ZOHES AND EST CORDON OF ‘HEIN LUONG HAMLET vIC
GS=BT - 1549 AND 1649, CONDUCT SEARCH OPKY W SUPT OF III MAF ’
ACP CAYPAIGN IN CCORD WITY ASSXGYED GVM F(RCES. DESIGNATE

r»‘-’ - RESERV E QZ‘O T O BEACOAMIFIED-OR-ORDER-~CTC ' SRYE N RINE-P TP OUR T AT  phtiie e Lo Dl
i : : g . .
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CO PROVIDE SPARROW HAWK FORCE. BLT TWO SLANT TWO SIX WILL MAIN-
TAIN AND REINFORCE THE FIRE SUPP(RT BASE (BT 207577) FROM 24 DEC
TO TERMINATION OF OPN.
Ds PARA 3.He (COORDINATING INST) -
(1) CHANGE 3.H, (3) TOREADt D~DAY IN 27 DEC 68 (10 BE CON~
FIRMED.)
(2) CHARGE JoHo (4) TO READY L~HR 1S 8700-(TO0 BE CONF JRMED) |
(3) CHANGERS.Ho (9) (A) TO READ: 2 CAS A/C WITH BOTH HARD ARD
SOFT ORD FROM L PLUS 128 .TO L PLUS 182 ON STATION/ON
i CalL TO BE RELIEVED ON STATION IF REQD.
’ {4) CHANGE 3H, (14> HLZ® S TO READ:s
(A PRIMARY: JOAN-158498 A*D JUDY=167487
(B) ALTERNATE: JERRY-162491 AND SALLY<1624958
(C) AND (D) DELETE LZ°S SHOVH.
Ec PARA 3H(18) FIRST SE'TENCE AFTER COORDINATE 171478 CHANGE

- %0 RE&D s THENCE ALONG GRID, LINE. 47 EAST TO THE SEAp oo o~ omiier v o
e E A PARROS XS0 ADD Y BLT TWO QAT TWO SIX WILL MOVITCR TAR/HR

NET (FREQ 73£8) ON 23 HR BASIS DURI'G OFPN ASH(RE.
G, WVHERE SHOWN IN REF A ANYEX A (OPERATION OVERLAY) FOR THIS
PORTION OF OFN VALLANT HUNT WILL REFER TO OPN OVERLAY ISSUED

PAGE FOU RUYPGKXE358 S E CR E T
AND DATE! 25 DEC €8 NI A)e .
He CH.NGE SUB PATA A(D)2 TO READ: ESTABLISH LIMITED LSA ASHORE
F®R CLAS: I, Il1I, AND V IF REQUIRED, LSA SUPPORT WNOT TO EXCEEDS
(1) L 1-TWO DAY MCI, WATER A° REQUIRED.
(2; CL II1 POL AS REQ FOR VEHM ASHORE,

50 0LV {NT U WF D ASKHIRE,
S, ACTION AUDR:uSE - 3l ACKYOULEDGE RECEIPT THIS tse,
gP- 4
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HEADQUARTERS
Task Group 79.4
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602 ‘
3/TAW [din
3000 /%
26 Jan 6&'

SECRET - NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (i), (2) and (3)

From: Commander
Tos Commander; Task Force 79

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation Valiant Humt

Ref: (a) COMSEVENTHFLT 20i-(YR) Flan
(b) CIF 79 120 (YR)-Plan

Encl: (1) Commander Task Group 79.4 After Action Report; Operaticn Valiant
Hunt 7ot o o
. /(2) BLT 2/26 After Action Report; Operation Valiant Hunt
.7 (3) HMM 362 After Action Report; Operation Valiamt Hunt

1. Enclosures (1), (2) and (3) are submitted in accordancs with refersntes
(a) and (b).

: ) L
LT I

¥ =Y

1 . M s
Jo F, MCMAHON JR.
3 DISTRIBUTION: TG 79.4 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 1-i1

CG IIT MAF iz
CG 9TH MAB 13
CIG 76.4 il
COMNAFORV 15
BLT 2/26 16
| HMM 362 17
{ CG AMERICAL DIV 18
S & C FILE 19
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COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT: OPERATION VALIANT HUNT

1. NAME OF OPERATION: VALIANT HUNT

2, INCLUSIVE DATES AND LOCATION OF OPERATION: 150800H Dsc 68/0514002 Jan &9
MAP REFERENCE: VIET NAM, 1:50,000, AMS Series L7014, Sheet 66401, Amphivicus
Objective Area located in Quang Nam and Quang Tin Provinces of ICTZ. Thres
changes to AOA were made during the operation. The landward AOA initially was
that areaencompassed by a line drawn from BT 222572, westward to BT 210573,
thence southwest along the north bank of the SONG CAU DAI to BT 199566, ihence
to BT 180550, thence west to BT 173550, thence west BT 18{53%4, thence south-
west ward to BT 122502, thence southeast to BT 153450, thence rertheastward

to BT 122502, thence northwest to BT 16448k, thence east along the HAE SON/
THANG BIMH district boundary eastward to BT 169496, thence along Qusrg Nan/ ()
Quang Tin Province boundary to the sea., The seaward AOA is that sea area en-
compassed by a 15 NM arc centered at BT 222550, traced om the north by a line
drawn 45 degrees seaward from BT 100674 and excluding the surface arsa of the
offshore islands CAO LAO, CHAM, HAN GIAI, HON LAI, AND HON TAI. On 24 Des &8
the AOA was extended south by a 1ine drawn from BT 17i47C, thence along grid
line 47 east to the sea, The AOA, with extension, included all of Barrier
Lsland north of 47 east-west grid line. Extension was requested to support
greater coverage of cordon and search operations, and approvwsd by highsr
Headquarters. On 271140Z Dec 68 that portion of SLF/ARG AOA as follows, ralurn.
ed to 2nd ROKMC BDE to support their planned operation west of SONG THU BON:
from BT 128510 east along grid line 51 to BT 143510, thence north elong center
of SONG THU BON River to NS grid 1line 15 and north to ¢riginal bouwndary at
cordinates BT 150540, On 010834Z Jan 69 CIG 76.4 requestsd that Znd ROKMC BDE
relinguish that portion of the AOA ceded to them onm 27 Dec 68 to support
further operations until withdrawal on 5 Jan 69. 2nd ROKMC BDE agreed, CG IIX
MAF concurred and COMSEVENTHFLT approved. Transfer effezted on 27 Des 68, ‘

3. COMMAND HEADQUARTERS: CIG 76.4 (COMPHIBRON FIVE) embarked ahoard USS
Okinawa (LPH-3); designated Commander Amphibious Task Fores (CATE), CTG 794

(Commander SLF °ALFA’) embarked aboard USS Okinawa (LPH-3): designated Com-
mander Landing Force (CLF). BLT 2/26 was not chopped te &n inm-couniry cosmand.
Command relations were in accordance with Annex C (Command Relaiions), to CIG
79.4 Op Plan 120, CATF retained OPCON throughout the opsration.

4, TASK ORGANIZATION: TASK GROUP 76.4 CAPT G, W, STROUD USN
TASK GROUP 79,4 COL J. F. MCMAHON JR.
BLT 2/26 LICOL W. F., SPARKS
MM 362 LTCOL J. E. SCHLARP

5. JINTELLIGENCE

a, Terrain. The area was generally flat, covered with flooded rice paddiss
and dry landcrops. Cover and concealment was good for individuals and small .

SECRET .. NOFORN
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groups but against flat trajectory fire only. There were no significant
obstacles.

b. Enemy Situation

(1) General. Intelligence prior to the operatiom indicated that this
area was along the normal enemy infiltration/exfiltration route to and from HOY
AN area, The entire area was VC sympathetic, reported growing crops for the
VC; and suspected to be a VC base camp. "

(2) Order of Battle

UNIT LOCATION  STRENGTH WEAPONS

Q 80th LF Co. BT 1758 5 82/60 MM Mortars, RPG=2°s
and 7°%s, Indivicual
WeaponS

Q 8ist LF Co, BT 1053 95 81/60 MM Mortars, RPG-2°s
Individual weapons

36th NVA Regt. BT 9656 780 82/60 MM Mortars, 75 MM RR
and 12,7 MG, Individual
weapons

38th NVA Regt. BT 0254 1380 82/81 /60 MM Mortars, M-79°s

I'MQYQJ 57 m RR&) RPG'(-Jzﬂﬁi %.‘,h\@l’
Individual weapons

(3) Operational Effect on Enemy. The enemy had been avoldimg large
scale contact in the operational area., He limited himself to harassing fires
and the employment of surprise firing devices. Numerows bunkers and large
tunnel complexes were discovered with large caches of medical supplies, cloth-
ing and moderate caches of rice. Many VC Infrastructurs were caplured infliet-
ing significant damage to VC cadre in the area. A1l indicatlsns were that the
enemy would continue to avoid large scale contacts in the AQA.

6. MISSION: Commencing H/L-Hour on D-Day SLF conducted amphibious operations
in AOA to clear pbjective area and establish a cordon within which ARVN, RF/PEQ
NPFF and PRU’s ecould conduct a detailed search for and destroy/capture q¢f VCI,
VC, and Hamlet Guerrillas.

7. CONCEPT OF OPERATION: Commencing at L-Hour on D-Dsy, SLF/ARG °ALFA? in
direct support of BLT 2/26 provided a floating dump for Class I through Class

V supplies; utilizing BA, LForm and contingency blocks, medical evacuation
with Primary Casualty Receiving Ship(PCRS) and helicopter support utilizing
HMM 362, SLF/ARG conducted a Heliborne, Amphibious Asssult at H/L Hour on
D-Day into vic of Hamlets An Lac and Thi Lai(2) to cordon and search, in coor-
dination with GVN forces to eliminate local VC/VCI and to lotate and destroy
enemy supplies and facilities and to withdraw at W-Hour on ordsr. Subssquently
SLF/ARG conducted heliborne, amphibious assault at H/L Hour on D-Day into
selected Primary Landing Zones and established a cordom ¢f Hein Luong Hamlst

SECRET . NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

® ¢

SECRET - NOFORN

—
26 Jan 6

and conducted search operations in support pf III MAF APP Campaign im coord-

ination with GVN Forces and withdrew at W-Hour on order.

8, EXECUTION:

a, SLF/ARG °ALFA® commenced Operation Valiant Hunt at L-Hour on D-Day as
150800H Dec 68, (CTG 76,4 MSG 1415122 Dec 68 and 142224Z Dec 68).

b. BLT 2/26 conducted helo sssault into assigned AOA supportsd by HMM

- 362, Fyrst wave landed on schedule; BLT formed doxdon awcund THI LAI(2) ard
AN LAC

¢, B1/13 Arty Btry landed across Blue Beach at H-Hour, D-Day 150830H Dsc
68 and established Fire Base in support of BLT. ‘

d. Cordon of target area completed prior to end of D-Day i5 Dec 68,
Initial screening of detainees commenced.

e, Initial CP locations were established as follows:
BLT 2/26 CP: BT 153515
E Co: BT 153520
F Cos BT 149523 .
G Co: BT 147514
H Co: BT 146513

o

f. Period ending 152400H Dec 68, CP locations changed &: f-1lows;
BLT 2/26 CP: BT 142514
E Cos BT 155515
F Co: BT 146520
G Co: BT 153524

H Co: BT 150523 ()
g. Period ending 16 1200H, G Co. location changed to BT i6732%

h, Period ending 172000H;, G Co. location changed to BT 140492

i. Period ending 181200H, CP locations changed as follows:
BLT 2/26 CP: BT 153517
E Cos BT 153521
F Cos BT 150522
G Co: BT 140492
H Coz BT 146512

Jo Period ending 181600H, G Co/ CP moved to BT i 5744%)93

k. Period ending 182000H, G Co. moved tc BT 152520. G Co. extracted and
helo-landed in a surprise cordon and assault on the fortified hamlet of TAY
THANH, adjacent to OPN area to reduce antiaircraft and sniper fire eneo»untered'
by BLT 2/26 and HMM 362.
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1. Period ending 192000H, CP locations changed as follows:
BLT 2/26 CP: BT 153517
E Co; BT 163519

F Cos BT 150522
G Co: BT 173515
H Co: BT 145512

m. Period ending 202000H, CP locations changed as follows:
BLT 2/26 CP: BT 153517
E Cot BT 161519
F Cos BT 173516
G Cos BT 168515
H Co: BT 149519

n. Period ending 212000H, F Co. helo-lifted to GS BT 1651 to assist G
Co. in cordon, search and destruction of 67 enemy bunkers and trenches., E
Co. CP moved to BT 153519.

o. Period ending 222000H, CP locations changed as follows:

E Co. BT 163519
F Cq. BT 173520
G Co. BT 173514

p. Period ending 232000H, BLT 2/26 redeployed forces tc reinforce FSB at
Blue Beach. F and G Companies with attached units reembarked aboard LPH-3 af
1200H, W-Hour, W-Day, to prepare for planned helo assault on 27 Dec. The ex-
traction of F and G Companiss and 2nd Plt., C Co., 3rd Eng., Bn. to LPH-3 was
completed by 1630H. During withdrawal, HMM 362 continued to support Operation
Valiant Hunt, having seven aircraft damaged from small arms fire., All aircraft
were able to returm to LPH-3, (CTG ?6.4 MSG 220632Z Dez 68 and 221224Z Dec 68)

q. Period ending 242000H, W-Hour confirmed as 240800H Dec 68. BT 2/26
CP group helo-1lifted to LPH=3; E and H Companies returned to LPD-5 by surface
completing 1ift by i430H, Four aireraft damaged from small arms fire. All
aircraft were able to return to LPH=3, (CTG 76.4 MSG 232314Z Dec 68).

r. 24-27 Dec, FSB Blue Beach, fired om call fires for GVN Forces. BLT
2/26 conducted limited rehabilitation of personnel and equipment and completed
planning for reemployment within presently established AQA, (CTIG 79.4 MSG
251004Z Dec 68).

s. Period ending 272000H; Operations commenced with a helo assault of four
companies and neccessary combat support units of BLT 2/26 into LZ% JUDY dnd
JOAN at L-HBur 0700 on D-Day, 27 Dec, into established AOA to corden the
hamlet of Hien Luong BT 1649, The BLT conducted patrols and ambushes as re-
quired to protect theimtegrity of the wordon., GVN foreces assisted in population
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screening and searching for caches. Initial CP locations were established
as follows:
BLT 2/26 CP: BT 163491

E Co: BT 157494

F Co: BT 170488

G Co: BT 161488

H Co: BT 146501
Portion of AOA relinquished to 2nd ROKMC BDE, see psra. 2, above.

003A0266€

t. Pericd ending 282000H;, CP locations changed &s follows?

E Co: BT 156498

H Co: BT 151481
A compound was erscted for the retemtion of all detainees, e.g. all ’w’ietvnamas‘
men, women, and children apprehsnded with the cordon area. Szreening/Intsr.
rogation by ITT and CIT was commenced to determine/isclate VC, VCI and VCS from
innocent Civiliasmns, Operations supperted by PF®s, RF®s, NPFE’s and PRU’s.

U, Period ending 302000H, CTG 79.4 requested extention of the operation
through te 5 Jan 69, due to increase in results being obtained and expected,

v, Period ending 312000H, The BLT coniinued their detsilesd scarsn of .
cordon area discevering several tummels and bunkers imcluding & tunnsl compla
consisting of twoe levels. estimated 5C meters in lemgth. 3ft ¥ 30+, wivk
adjoining storage rooms, which contained iwo women nurses, three men and a
fifteen year old boy. Also in the tunnel were five saving machines; clothing
and NVA uniform cloth and a sizeable quanity of medical supplies and documemts.
GVN Forces from Quang Tin Province screened c¢ivilian detainses that clsimsd to
be from Quang Tin.

w. Period ending 012000H Jan 69, H Co. CP mowed te BT 1450k, Pre‘rrjgwx-l;.
discovered tunnel complex contimuved to yield quantitises of food stuffs, medi-al
gear; documents and other miscellaneous equipment and supplies.

X, Perled 202000H, CP locaticns changed as fellew::

G Cos BT 161488

H Co: BT in14o4
Four 2,75 U. S, manufactured serial rockels, minus war heads and packed in
original cartons fere fourd. The rockets were in operatlomal condition.
Liaison was conducted with Znd ROKMC BDE concerning that portion of ou e AQA
previously relinguleshed. See Pare & 5., above. ROKMC BDE apresd 1o return
area to us. The area coniinued as a part of 76.4 AOA through % Jen 09.

Y. Pericd ending 032000H, H company CP moved to BT 161483, It was moted
by the Battalion commandsr that the BLT hand completed & detalled search of
85 to 90% of the cordorad 2723,

2., Period ending 042CLUH, ¥ Co TP moved to BT 167494 F Co. CP mowed tc’

BT 161483. SECRET . NOFORN
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aa. Period ending 052003H, BLT 2/26 commenced backload at W-Hour, 073CH
with helo-1ift of H&S Co.(<=);, P and G Companies to LPH-3 and balance to Blue
Beach for surface 1ift to ARG. Backload completed by 2005H. Detailed search
of cordoned area completed. HMM 362 reported a' total of 33 fire incidents,
resulting in eight A/C being hit by SA fire during extraction. All A/C were
able to return to LPH-3. Helo Lift was augmented by 4 UH 46's from SLF 79,5
Operation Valiant Hunt terminated at 0514002 Jan 69, (COMSEVENTHFLT MSG
0514042 Jan 69).

bb. A recapitulation of enemy losses and cgptured equipment and supplies

" a8 follows :

NVA KIA 7 L

VC KIA 28 d

POW 5

VCS (DETAINED) 8

CHIEU HOIX 1

RICE CACHES 12,0011bs uncovered and used to feed detainees

IWC .

-7
‘Largo quantities of medical supplies were also located and recoverd.

cc, Detainees: 3431 of which 1400 were screend. The balance 2031, were
children under the age of twelve and consequently were not considered te be VCS,

dd. Enemy contawt through out the operatiom was restricted tc sporadic SA,
hit and run swiping by single individuals or smell groups of thres gr four,
usually firing from distant tree lines or cleverly condealed spidsr holes.

ee, Civil Affairs and Psychological Operations were limited to occasional
utilization of Socio-Drama Team. Civic action limited to MEDCAPS and the
issuance of food stuffs to the detainess.

9. RESULTS: See Para 5.b.(3), sbove. Friendly Losses are oqtlined in para
10.f., below, enemy personnel and equipment and supply losses covered in para
8.bb., above, Detainees screened covered in para 8.cc., above.,

10, COMMANDER's ANALYSIS: This analysis is limited to matters at the TG 79.4
level. The BLT and HMM Commander's analysis are included in their reports,
enclosures (2) and (3).

s. Planning

(1) Planning conferences with III MAF, First Mar Div, Americal Div,
First MAW and CTG 76.4 commenced the firstweek in December and continued
intermittently up to D<Day.

(2) Prior to and throughout the operation continusus and close
planning and liaison was conducted with pertinent commanders. Americsl Div.
sent a liaison officer to CIG 79.4/
SECRET = NOFORN
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b. Command Relations

(1) BLT 2/26 and HMM 362 under OPCON of CIG 79.4 throughout the
oparation. CTG 79.4 designated CLF,

(2) CIG 76.4 designated CATF. Retaired OPCON of ths operation from
H/ L‘Hour, Damy through HG\HOurQ va&yo

c. Enemy Contact: (See para. 5.b.(3) above)

d. Supporting Arms: Supporting Arms coordination was providedby and under
the OPCON of CATF throughout the operation. A recapitulation of the number of
missions and rounds fired and the organizations involved as follows:

NGF (5"54) B/1/13(1osm How) W/t /12(4.2 MORT)
MISSIONS  RDS MISSIONS MISSIONS RDS '
163 2793 265 4089 149 2016
TOTAL MISSIONS FIRED - 577 .
TOTAL ROUNDS FIRED .- 8898
[ (+]-]
(1) Supply '

(a) The BLT landed with prescribed load as designated in Op
Order. Shortages in Class V Bgsie Allowance were mads up from LFORM. Ulass
IV LFORM was authorized for use in construction of & fire support bazse at
Blue Beach.

(b) During the first phase of the operation (i15-2% Dec), resupply
was by helo from the USS Okinawa and the USS Duluth, after the latter ship
completed Operation Tight Jaw and rejoined the ARG,

(¢) During the period 24-27 Dec when only the 105 battery was
ashore, sufficent stocks of supplies at Blue Beach wers established on 24 Dec
for the entire period. No resupply was neccessary during this period.

(d) During the second phase of the operstion (27 Dec 68 - 35 Jan
€9) resupply was by helo from a beach support area (BSA) established at Blue
Beach. Resupply requests were submitted by the units ashore to the BSA. Resupply
of BSA stocks was effected by boat. Resupply of BLT stocks was accomplished vt
twice weekly by either the LCU or the USS Winston from FLG Da Nang t6 ACA, A
lénited replenishment of supply was also accomplished in Vg Nang Harbor on
26 Dec.
(8) Class V items of LFORM wers authorized for uss as the need i
arose throughout the operation. Items wera placed on requisition as soan as
drawn; and replenished on a continuous basis by the twice-weekly resupply

trips to Da Nan o
% No resupply difficulties were encountered except on 4 Jam 69, L
The weather and surf conditions on this day permitted neither helicopter nor ) 5
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boat opsrations. As a result, stocks of &4.2 imch, 8imm and 60mm mortar
ammunition at the weapon sites were used up except for contingencies of
basic supplies maintained on position. By noom on & Jan, &ll compsny
ration supplies had been expended. Sufficient ammc and ratiom resupply
was avalleble at the Blue Beach BSA, but could met be tramsporied to the
users. Had the weather the following day preventsd the plemned withdrawal,

emergency resupply overland by foot or LVT would have bssn necessary and
could have been conducted,

(2) Transportation

‘ (a) Helicopters wers used as the primary means of transportation
for both tactical and administrative movements. Except for 4 Jan, weathar
conditions permitted helo operatioms every days

(b) Resupply from Da Nang, and transportation for indeminmg
BLT personnel replacements, were by water, Twice weekly, the USS Winston or
the LCU with the ‘embarked Assault Craft Unit made the round trip from the
AOA to Da Nang Harber.

(¢} Larding craft were used to land the artillevy battery,
the Shore Party, and tc resupply the BSA from the ships,

(d) 1¥T's were landed at Blue Beach and had limited use ashore
. between the fire support base and the BSA, ’

(3) Service

(a) The Beach Support Area was established by the Shore Party
at Blus Beach during the second phase of the operatisn, This BSA was for the
sole purpose of resupply. No maintenans, medical, o» other service facilitiss
were established,

(b) First and second echelon maintenance was ppriormed as
neccessary on equipment ashore, Items requiring third or higher schelons of
maintenance were evacuated te FLC, Da Nang by means of the fwize weekly
resupply runs. Items evaguated were reperted in daily sitreps,

(¢) Commencing om D plus Ons, ome hot meal was served Lo one
company of the BLT per day. The meals were provided by the ships of the ARG
or a rotéting basis, and were hsloe Lifted in te the company pesiticns,

{4} Medical
(a) ALl Marine cesuwalties were evacuated by hele divestly to
the USS Okimawa. the Casualty Evacuation Control Ship, where completle medical
and hospital facilities were svailable,
(b) Ome Vietnsmese civilian casualty was erronsously evacuited
to the USS Okinswa, and wa: subsequently transferred ¢- NSA, Da Nang .

f. Casualty Reporting: Casualty reporting was conducted in accordance
with current directives., The 9th MAB CRCC.ALFA was located aboard the USS
Okinawa (LPH-3, PCRS), BLT 2/26, HMM 362 and TG 9.4 casualty represents.
tives were positioned aboard the USS Okirawa to collect and pass casvalty
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information concerning SLF °ALFA® persormel on to the 9th MAE CRCC- "ALFA®

CASUALTY RECAPITULATION: 15 Dec 1968 - 5 Jan 1969

Friendly UMC USN
KIA 2 0
WIAE 23 0
WIANE 2 i
DOW 0 0
NBC 51 3
TOTAL . 78 4

g. Civic Actiop: Civic action was restricted to MEDCAP teams and the
distribution of food stuffs '

h. JS0: A photdgraphdr and journalist were attached tc BLT 2/26 and .
went ashore with the BLT to provide information service coverage.

Commynications: Communications were established IAW Task Group 79.4

Op Plan 120 (YR), and TG 79.4 COI dtd 1% Dec 68 with change 1. A Message

Conter was maintained afloat in comjunction with the USS Okinawa Naval Com-
munications Center., CTIG 79.4 maintained message distribution responsivlility
for BLT 2/26 and HMM 362. The following nets were established/enter:ed duﬁring.

Opexation Valiant Hunt.

(1) III MAF TA ‘ el o
CTG 79.4 entered this net to establish communications with TTI
MAF. (Plain and Cipher) This met also provide a means for relaying opsra-
tional traffic to Americal Div. R

1
(2) III MAF_ 2 (AM_RATT)
: CIG 79.% pntared this nét to establish orestes teletype Sommmie
wstions, with TII MAF arid Americal Div. Due to problems with radic equipment
this Wet-did not becoms fully opsrationgl until the final week of the operation.

(3) SLF TAC #.1 (M)
O 79,4 established this net as a baci-up for SL¥F TEE §2, Lo
provide cormmunications, plain ard cipher, with ELT 2/2€ when conditions pre-
clm“ uss Of mo s

() SLP_TAC fo_(FM) | e
CIG 79.l4 established this net forimdirect communications, plain

and cipher with BLT 2/26, SIF relay teams set up in BLT CP and B/1/13 art-
1llery position to function as shore stations on this net. This net was alse
used as primary MEDEVAC net.

(5) ARTY CMD/FD (FM)
CIG 79.4+ entered this net for coordination of supporting arms.
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(6) ARTY AIR SPOT (FM) ‘
CIG 79.4 entered this net for coordination ef supporting arms.

(7) AIR OBSERVATION (FM)
CIG 79.4 established this net for receipt of intelligence info
from SLF AIR OBSERVOR.

(8) BLT _TAC # i (FM)

~ CTG 79.% monitored this net for tactical information.

11, LESSONS LEARNED: The wnique qualities and capabilities inherent in the
SLF /ARG cgnaept were fully exploited during Operation Valiamt Humt. Of part-
icular nete was the element of surprise achieved during the second helo-=1ift.
It was quite evident that the local populace did not expect us to return.

The maintenance of an AOA in lieu of chopping the BLT to an in-country sommand
was, in itself;, beneficial giving the SLF/ARG an opportunity to fully exerciss
its built-in potential, It is recommended that future operations be molded
along the lines of Valiant Hunt. '
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JOURNAL OF EVENTS LEADING UP AND HAVE DIRECT EFFECTS
UPON POSSI ALE OPERATION VALIANT HUNT IN AMERICAL DIV

5-3 15
06 00015 TO @ 2400H Dec 68
SOMEWHERE IN SOUTH CHINA SEA

TASK GROUP 79.4 ] _ (TOCATTCx)
r— TTDIE Ser Actic
odns __oug } fer 0 PG Incidents, Yessages, Orders o
0800 1 (LATE ENTRY) Opened joruml on 150837 Dec
0800 ' 2 050130Z |{Rec'd III MAF MSG - Concept for Amphib Opn S
; Americla Area
1300 3 0515422 (Rec'd 7THFLT M8G ~ Concur and direct liaison S
,» with 76.4 for Planning
i )
o542 ; A 0605427  |79.4 Request for direct liaison with 9th M4B S
1415 | 5 071415Z [Rec'd 9th MAB approval of liaison.
1330 6 101330H [Initial Planning conferende with 196 BDE.
U,S. ARMY
1500 ! 7 111500H Meeting at HOI AN with ITT, CIT COORD&® and
_ PROVINCE REPRESENTATIVES.
121400 8 121400H hec'd TTHFLT MSG 120038Z initiating direct-
ive
2145H 9 122145H IOP ORDER 4-68 to Commenmnber (DTG 121300Z)
0930 10 130930 iefing s Laison, Planning with Col TIN,
: ovince Chief, ItCol DIYCN, Dep Prov Sped
diisor, Coords Cit ITT, PHIB RON, SILF ,
1445 1 131445 iaison w:Lth ROKMC a.nd Goastal Group 14
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k ' UNI{ JOUANAL

5-3
130001E TO _1524004 DEC 68
VIic AN_LLAC : *
TASK GROUP 79.4 - (LOCAT IO ) '
| 1om Ser Aotic
wIn_oug LMo b PO | Ineldents, Messages, Orders Coken | AR
2015 12 132015H Annex A OPN overlay to BLT 2/26 and HMM 362 s
2200 | 13 132200 jAnnex AA (Fire Support) to Cokm Center
(DTG
13 132200
2200 X $e 6o ] Annex AC (Artillery) to Comm Center
(p1G
1730 14 141730 brief of Tactical Sit for Presail Conferencd

Conference with APC, NPFF, l OBILE INTER..
TEAM, PRUF/H OI AN, ARMED PROP TM(CHUHOI)
in reference to forth comming operation,
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UNIT JOUANNAL
5-3
15 0001K TO __ 2400
Nam Prov, Viet nam

TASK GROUP 79.4 - (LOCAWICu )
! T Ser .
T A tic - -
g oo | Ve | D6 | mmoisents, weocares, Orders toen | FOUEO
2221, 1 14222110 LANTE ENTRY) MSG foom CTG 79.4 to Cormands S
concerned - EXECUTE PIANNED OPERATION -
0750 | 2 150750 DETROYERS have stabted prearranged fires
jnto suspected enemy posits in ACA. Only
$0 min -
0759 | 3 First wave touch down at LZ Eagle and LZ
] Hawk
|
0815 | 4 1 A/C took one enemy round in fuel cell

in LZ Eagle, proceeded to Marlbel Mt, Air
Fac, for repairs wjder own power,

}
0859 | 5 35% of troops from 1PH-3 debarked and ashorL
!
0910 6 H-Company 100% debarked in to 1Z Vulture.
- HOTEL Co. debarked from ©8S DULUTH.
1100 7 One aircraft down on blue beach, Crew being

picked up by SAR,

1115 8 One suspected PO/ ¥XX (wounded) was inter-
rogated by ITT, and SIF S-2, Bubject was

tetermined to innocent civilian., Follow-

up report will follow,

1145 9 SPOTREP TO ENTRY 6. 1UH-34D retd 10 rds
aw fire from coord. 148520. Aircraft report-
- led down in no.6 whll be picked up by CH53A
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k UNIT JOURNAL

5-3
__0QOOLH TO ___ 2400 _Dec 68
Nam Prov, VietNam i
TASK GROUP 79.4 (LOCAT Iy )
| ooE Ser Action -
In __ Out L I_T_g,:__, ETG 1. »InCideﬂtSv -‘Iessf??esv Ordf?_‘f‘_ Taken FENARRS
1347 10 151200 landing Force firmly established ashore, SSR
dSitrep No,1)
1505 11 S QDN commander suspended all aircraft opns| S
do to wheather,
1630 ' 12 Sparrow Hawk placed on One Hour alert by S
2 Commander SIF.
i
1400 | 13 (Late Entry)SLF. Commander departed OKI for s
; BLT 2/26 CP.
16,45 14 SLF Commander arrived OKINAWA. s
1820 15 151413 BLT SITREP MSG Rec'd, Cordon installed S
! jeffective 1110, G Co BLT completed interior
sweep. - CIG 79.4 C.O. asks that SLF 5-3
- pass on sitrep to higher commdnd.
2000 16 REC'D list of night of acts from Bn. line S
companies, CP change to BT 155515,
2040 17 151735H  |SPOT REP No 3 H, co reported capture of one| S
suspedted VC, suspedt had no I.D., POW Held
for interrogation.
2050 18 151820H [ECHO, First Plt,, Picked up one VC suspect S
th no I.D. card. Suspect was found in
rice patty observing trail. 2$s were found
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UNID JOULNAL

5-3

__000IE TO ___2400H

TASK GROUP 79.4 (LOCATICN)
TTIE Ser .
Actic
o | Tor | | Tnoldents, wesssces, onters leken |
2110 20 15211"0H SPL SYT REP - F Co BLT 2/26 rec'd 6—60MM rd 5
from the west, Planning fire mission on
i location of tube. Elements of BLT thru grenj
in area at night noises and suspected move-
ment.
2045 . 21 152115H |Pox Co reported observing log moving across S
; river ina westernly direction blew log with
/ M=79. Reiver runs north and south,
|
2345 | 22 CLOSING DBT JORNAL FOR 15 DECEMB:R 1968

B LT all quiet continuing routine pight acts
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UNIP JOULNAL

W

d found several bunkers azmt while probing
ea.

15° Dec 68
Q001K 10— 24001  LUeC
OP-VALTANT HowT 58Ammm,
TASK GROUP 79.4 . . (LOCATIC‘M‘) VIET NAM
TOE Ser Acticn ] ‘
In_ous | FOr | PY6 ] Incidents, fessages, Orders Token | RO
0530 1 Sparrow Hawk Platoon debarked to 2/26 Posit{ S/BLT
0738 | 2 CIG 79.4 to III MAF
0745 3 One UH34D. Rec'd 10 fds SA fire. The A/C | 5
took fire at BT 1954, RDS hit structure
braces and the tail rotor drive shaft cover
f The A/C continued to fly; mission not com-—
i
i plete.
|
1035 | A G Co BLT 2/26 found numercus spider holes ajd §
: tunnels. No pecple, caches. Screening profess
started including MEDCAP Team.,
]
1330 | 5 CIG departed COkinawa for BLT 2/26 CP ashore| S
i
1812 6 Liaison Officer (Capt HULBHOKE) reported ]
aboard LPH-3 for liaison with SLF S-3 and
fFire coordination ,
1547 7 CTG aboard LPH-3
1800 | 8 VC's captured in tree line while observing
friendly positions. Captives will be sent
to colection point,
1000 9 (Late Entry) G Co checked surounding area
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TASK GROUP 79.4

UNID JOUANAL
5~3

16 O0CIH TO % 2400H _DEC 48

L

1600

1640

1030

2030

2050

2340

2345

oE

R L < N

s o b ok e

_Out |

12

13

14

15

16

DG

161555H

161635H

161050H

—

Incidents, MVessages, Orders

Acticn
Taken

(LOCATICu) VIET NAM

REMARKS

enemy ground, (LATE ENTRY)

H Co found document in uninkabited bunker at
document brought to H Co CP.(IATE ENTRY)

H Co found suspected detainee about 24 year
old in bunker. Had no I.D. was dressed in
shirt and white shorts. no weapon or ammo
or documents wree found in bunker.(LATE
ENTRY).

H Co found mise. documents in bunBers at BT
145515. Bunker was made of bamboo, brick
and dirt. Bunker was reported to be well
built,

R Co found one bunker 6'by 6' containing
small bottles of alcohol, two bags of unk
drugs and mumerous miscellaneous materials

F.Co while searching area found one body
fighting holles and 2 water buffalos. one

w/b was in under ground stable,.large enough
for one buffale,

INFSUM~5 GCo, recieved ACF oply incident oF en

Ul

gppox ten years old in bunker, also found six

Cne VG security chief detaine. Unverified
report. of same. -held_for Interrogation

2400

17

JOURE AL CL&SED FOR té DEC 68
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£ UNID JOURNAL
: 5=3
OP VALIANT HUNT,QUANG NAM PROV3;

TASK GROUP 79.4 (LOCATICx ) “VIETNAN
| rom Ser Acticn
o In ot | Yo. ETG - ‘._-i.Encidents, ,Vless?-g.es, Ord?,r? Maken REMARKo
0105 1 JOURNAL FOR 17 DEC 68 OPERATION VALIANT
HUNT NOW OFFICIALLY OPENED.
0730 ’ 2 IBLT reports moderate rain showers.
0730 3 Commenced Resupply for BLT 2/26 from LPH-3
and LSP-22
o745 | n G Co to move to wic HAMMS right 0.5 downi.5
ou7 ! 5 VCI security chief held at HOI AN by ARVN
4

= ARVN refues to give up VCI.

0840 [ VCI secutity chief is in control of XUYEN
TAN ville which covers all of DUY XUYEN dit,
He states he knows the hiding places of VC.

0900 7 H Co rec'd one round of sniper fire.

1050 8 HDC reports one pilot reported recieving SA
fire from coord BT 148517

1140 9 Security Chief escapes. PFF patrol taking
subject to area of hiding VC. POW's hands
were tied at dime of escaps.

1105 10 (LATE ENTRY) BGen HOFFMAN Aboard to visit
CIG 79.4
1315 11 BGen HOFFMAN, CIG 79.4 ashore to visit 2/26

AAAISSVIOAd

o ° ° °



AAISSVIOAd

TASK GROUP 79.4

UNID JOURNAL
5-3

O0CLE TO 2400H

(TOCATTO: )

. TIME

1545
1610
2000

2400

S« U

—Qut_ .

12
13
14
15

T

Incidents, Messages, Orders

Acticn
Taken

REMARKo

CP and will observe proeessing of civilians

in LZ Eagle. will visit arty pos B/1/13
then proceed to III MMAF

CG 196th BDE Americal Div aboard LPH-3,
Search for VC Security Chief continues.
BLT 2/26 recieved one sniper rd.
Closing Jomrnal for 17 Dec 1968,
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UNID JOUANAL
5-3
180001K T0 — 24008 _peec
OP VALIANT HUNT, Q___g;_AL_ERQZ

TASK GROUP 79.4 L (LOCATICK )  VIETNAM
i ToE Ser [ Acticn e o
S In__ouy | MO: I PG | Incidents, Yessapes, Orders Taken | FEHES
0001 1 OPENBD JOURNAL FCR 18 Dec 1968.
0730 2 Commenced resupply lift to BLT. S
0900 3 180900 BLT continues general sweep of Cordon, With
| sparadic enemy contact.
0915 | L 180915 Search for escaped VC security chief will
; ' conliinue ASAP with using scout dogs provided
; by Americal Division.
1030 5 181030 Search for VC security chief continues wit
negative results,
1045 6 181045 H co took sniper fire and saw three VC at llT
i 138512. Returned fire with s/a and 81 mort|
_ Results unk.,
1035 7 LATE ENTRY - Received word of H Co being in
first fire fight of OP.
1240 8 BLT reports suppor’tln,g arms to® slow, request
{ clearing of mission be speeded up.
1210 i 9 181210 BLT reports total detainees are 370.
1435 10 181435 Pecieved listing of night acts from BLT
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TASK GROUP 79.4

UNI! JOULNAL
5-3

18 0001E TOGONTR2400H _Dec 68

(TOCR T TCu)

| ooE

e
anx

2031

2115

2200

2400

2111

a1 TC

Ser
No.

11

12

13

14

15

DTG

182111

182115

182200

Incidents, Messages, Orders

Acticn
Taken

REMARKS

CT&¢ 79.4 request blacking force for Arvn
forces operation to the NorthEast. Request
sent to BLT,

Interrogation of Detainees revealed that las
VC unit in this area was im one month ago,

Unit was comprised of 100 men and two Lighh
pmachine guns on wheald. Document found in

hooch indicate that escaped secutity chief

has been party member since 1950,

BLT informs C?&¢ 79.4 that it will provide
blocking force.

BRT .EF - BLT summary indicates that area is
producing food far in excess of local requin
ments. Also ther is undoubtidly a absence
Ff adult males in the area.

CLOSEING OUT JOURNAL FOR 18 DEC 68

[+

AAAISSVIOAd



AAISSVIOAd

UNIT JOURNAL
5-3
19 000IE TO _~ 2400H Dec &8
OP VALIANT HUNT, QUANG N@M PRQV,

TASK GROUP 79 .4 L (LOCATICw) VIETNAM
‘ TIME - {
‘ Ser Acticn . .
- . Mo. e | Incidents, Vessages, Orders Tolon REMARKS
n s eaaT - ~A.—.l>._1l_-. PR, RPN e me e P - -——
0001 1 PENED JOHRN AL FOR 19 DEC 68
0830 | 2 GIG 79.4, Maj TOWNSEND, Maj LEVIS £O III
or liaison visit,
1200 3 L‘riendlies sweeping to east drove 7 VC into
: locking force ppovided by BLT., Resulting
i nto one VC KIA (C).
!
1300 ‘ L hec'd info from HMM 362 pilot of 20-30 men
i (iressed in Green/Black uniforms Vic BT 1750
1330 5 TG, 5-2, BN 5, departed to 2/26 CP for planl
| ng and execution of mission fo capture
{ ent refereed to in insert no. 4.
1430 6 trag Crder 5-68 issued to ELT and SQDN for
- xcecution.,
1510 7 BLT ACK receipt of Frag Order.
1510 8 ¢ Co 2/26 landkd in LZ to ex ecute mission.
1640 9 PTG 79.4 returned to LPH-3
1640 10 Pilot reports seeing 6 VG in tree line v/
weapons, Tree line reported to be behind
G Co position,
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E UNLID JOUSNAL

5-3
19 000K TO __ 24008 Dec 68
PP VALIANT ‘
TASK GROUP 79 .4 ( LOCATCus ) VIETNAM
TLE Ser Acticn -
lo. DTG Incidents, Vessages, Orders Taken REVARKS
e o Qub L T — .
1600 ] 11 LATE ENTRY - AO spotted 30 - 35 VC in green
‘ uniforms vic BT 1751.
1530 ! 12 LATE LATE ENTRY- A total of three UH43D havd
i received a total of approx. 30 rounds in thd
i landing of golf company.
1700 : 13 quaiting results of above mentioned mission
t i
1845 | 15 Ship (USS OKINAWA) heading out to see far
! Undet way replenishment,
1845 | 15 Have passed MEDEVAC Guard to USS DULUTH.
|
1915 | 16 Have lost all comm with the beach.,
2130 17 _ ARE now 87 miles north of operating area.
i1l be steaming forth for % hour longer on
inder way replenishment,
2400 18 : Am very disgusted with Navy am CLOSING
JOURNAL FOR 19 DEC 68
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UNI[D JOUHNAL
5-3

20 OCCLE TO _= 2400H Dec 48
OP VALIANT HUNT, QUANG NAM PRV

TASK GROUP 79.4 {LOCATTCN ) VIATNAM
TDE Ser Acticn .
_In o _ous | MOr _Jncldents, Yessages, Orders Taken e )
0001 1 CPENING JOURNAL FOR 20 DEC 68
0030 l 2 STILL WITH OUT RADIO CONTACT WITH BLT .
0200 3 M STILL WITH QUT RADIO CONTACT WITH BL.T,
0435 ' 4 RADIO CONTACT WITH BLT IS STILL NEGAXIVE, ‘
; SHIP REPORTS WILL BE CLOSE ENOUGH BY 0530.
i
0845 ! 5 One UH3LD rec'd 10 rds sa fire at BT 170516
i Aircraft shot down at 1Z Hawk will be exterr-
i pled by 53 at 1330H,
0845 é Col MCMAHON, Maj T@6NSED, Mag LEWIS ashors
to BLT 2/26 Posit.
1200 ! 7 Col MCMAHON and party returned to LPH-3
1600 8 Elements of BLT receiving sparadic sniper
fire. Light contact. HAVE pssed MED GRD,
to USS DULUTH.
1835 9 Total detainees for 20 Dec are 295. oOf totap
only 50 have I.D, cards.
2155 10 BLT reports contact with believed NVA at
BT 171519, Resulting in NVA KIA and 3 NVA
IA BNR.
24,01 11 CLOSING JOURN AL FOR 20 DEC 68
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UNIP JOULNAL
5-3
21 0001E TO 2124008 _Dec 1948
OP VALTANT HUNT, QUANG NAM PRQY.

T

TASK GROUP 79.4 (LOCATICu) VIET NaM
‘ TIME Ser Actic
m _ow | Vo | PO | Licitents, vessases, Orders O
0830 1 Col MCMAHON and Yarty visite BLT 2/26 CP 5
1015 ! 2 Col MCMAHON AND Party return form visit. S
1050 3 211050 BLT began screening of civilian populahion
1105 ! 4 HDC reporting of pilot spotting 2 VG at BT
; 185551.
!
1135 | 5 211135 BLT reports screening of population finishel
i one male VN MEDEVACED.
1330 6 Elemmnts of BLT ashore rec'ing sporatic
sniper fire and having light enemy contact.
1345 | 7 Col MCMAHON Departs for III MAF,
1550 8 -~ Col MCMAHON returns to ILPH-3.
1825 9 BLT reports rec'ing sporatic enemy fire with

light contact. EneMy believed to be NVA

1830 10 Interrogation of civilian reveal 16 VC re-
pained in side af prep fired ville. All

16 VG are believed to KIA.

2215 11 Primaxy challenge and password for 21 Deec.
fompromised, Alternate effective immediately

2400 12 JOURNAL ULCUSED FCR 21 DEC 68.
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UNID JOURNAL
D=3
22 0001E TO _222400H _Dec 68
OPN VALIANT HUNT,® QUANG NAM PROW.

TASK GROUP 79.4 (LOCATICH) "VIETNAM
i TOE Ser Acticn .
0830 1 Col MCMAHON and Party visits BLI CP asheére S
0900 2 BLZ will conduct daytime security and search
and destroy patrols troughout GS 1651 and
1751.
1000 3 1UH34D Rec'd 10 rds sa fire at BE 178508,
1135 A Col MCMAHON returns .
1845 5 CTG seven Nine Four issues warning order

to BLT to be prepared to confuct withdrawal,
Withdrawal scheduled for 230800H & 24,0800H/

AAAISSVIOAd
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UNIT JOURNAL
5-3
0001E TO _p32400u Dec 68
P_VALIANT HUNT, QUANG NAW EROV

TASK GROUP 79.4 N (LOCATTCw ) "VIETNAM
|  ooE Ser [ -
Actic
o gu L Fos | MO | Ineidents, vesssses, orters e s
0700 1 ft of BLT for withdrawal postponed till PM
1050 . 2 {CIG 79.4 sends: designate one section 9/1/
! 12 to remain at BLUE BEACH for providing
c¢lose counter mortar fire. Direct F Co CO
to provide sparrow Hawk forde, ‘
1230 ; 3 Withdrawal of BLT begins,
i
1700 | 4 Lift of all BLT 2/26 elembnts scheduled datb
i completed W/no casualtiesto BLT. HMM 362
had one WIA and 7 aZc with battlae damage,
24001 5 JOURNAL CLOSED FCR 23 Dec 68
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UNID JOUANAL
5-3
24 OOOLE TO 24 2400H _ Dec 68
QP VAIIANT HUNT, QUANG NAM PRO¥

TASK GROUP 79.4 (LOCATICH) "~ VIET NfM
> S e
! ToE Ser Acticn
In o o, DiG Incidents, Vessages, Orders Taken REMA RKo
RN 3 WA .4._-_1L‘.. e —— B P - —— -_——
0830 ALL BLT Persomnnel in scheduled plapes and

planning continues for Bhase Two for Oper-
ation BALIANT HUNT, QUNNG NAM PRCV, VIETNAM

AAAISSVIOAd



AAISSVIOAd

UNIP JOUANAL
5-3
_27.0001E TO 272400H Dec 48
OP_VALLIANT HUNT, QUANG NAM PRQY

TASK GROUP 79.4 (LOCA T ICu ) 'VIETNAY
‘ ToE Ser Acticn
Sdaoo_oup  NOr b DR | Inoldents, Yessages, Orders teken | TR
0640 1 First Wave Airborne.
0700 i 2 First Wave Landed with no enemy opposition
1340 3 A1l BLT elements in position and are resuming
prior mission of cordon and search.

1400 | 4 CTG 79.4 and Party visits BLT 2/26 and I jw
!
1640 ; 5 BLT preforming mission with little opositidn
i sporatic sniper fire and discorery of small
! quantities of rice and medicine
1615 6 (LATE ENTRY) CTG 79.4 and party returns.
1800 I 7 BLT reports 600 VN detainees being held for
isereening,
2240 g flements of BLT set up for night activities
Have had light to no enemy activity,
2400 9 (L OSING JOURNAL FCR 27 Dec 68
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UNID JOURNAL

5-3
_2%001E TO 28 2400H _Dec 68
OP_VALIAN. HUNT, QUANG NAM PROV

TASK GROUP 79.4 (LOCATICu ) ~ VIETNAN
{ rom Ser Acti
e |Mor | 20| Ioidorts, vessaces, omers e | S
0800 1 03 [Helo 362 reported rec'ing 10 rds s/a fire
at BT 164489, No hits, no casualties. Sweep
i of cordon begins, Estimated 1100 civilian
detainees are being held.
1850 2 BLT intend to heavy hand DONG LAM,
1135 : 3 Blt reC'ing light sniper and general harasst
i ment activity,
!
1210 | L BLT while searching bunkers fomnd a roster
i of the whole 1st Marine Divisien.
1231 5 H co found 30 freshly dug graves. Are digging
up a few to determine contents.
{
1615 6 281615  Rec'd Blt Night acts. Night acts LPs, and
- xstensive ambushas,
1655 7 281655 LT hold estimate 1100 detainees. Confusior
t collecting point 1s holding up screening
roCess.
1900 8 281900 onfusion and hold up of screening is @o to
he fact that out of 2156 detainees only 1
re from Quang Nam Province. Must ebtain
lacklist from Quang Tin Prov before furthe
screening can be done,
1900 9 281945 LT elements rec'ing sporadic sniper fire.
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TASK GROUP 79.4

TT/E
S B

2015

2050
2200

2400

UNIP JOUKNAL
5-5

28 00C1K TO 28 24008 Dec 68

3

(LOCALTCx

—Qut L

DwG

282015

282120

282325

Incidents, Messages, Orders

Acticn
Taken

ReEMARKD

BLT reports sweep of ville completed at 1209
Local people on grave bueatifiication kick.

E Co reports capture of one 19 year-old VCS|
F Co took one VC suspect under fire with Mi§
8C armed with home makde grenade, resulting
in one VC KIA.

CLOSING JOURNAL FOR 28 DEC 68
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UNI[C JOURNAL
5-3
29 00C1KE TO 29 2400H __ Dec 68
OpN VALIANT HUNT, QUANG NAM PROV

TASK GROUP 79.4 (LOCATIOH) " VIET NAM )
— !
| TDE Ser Aot i
cticn
na 3 o HN
o In __ouw ) Tor } DM | Incidents, Messages, Orders taken | FMAEKe |
0645 1 290645 CP 2 F Co Opened fire on one VC suspect whe

isuspect ran when told to halt. 1 VC KIA.

2 291130 BLT elements plan detailed probe of HIEN LUQLNG
through out day.

1200 ° 3 291200 BLT with NPFF will escort VC suspects in |
j ttempt to Locate tunnels and caches.

i
1130 | 4 291250 Captured VC led E Co to vats containdng 750
i LBS of polished rice.

1200 5 291340 E Co found 1 L shaped, camouflaged tunnel
4 VC age 20-30 insde. Blew bunker sent VC
to CIT. VC wearing Blue shirts, dard short#.

1230 6 291410 E Co found 1 Lshaped tunnel with 3 VC in
- bunkel, 3 VC suspect POW. Clothing same.
1345 7 291510 E co found another L shaped tummel and blew
in ppace.
1400 8 291511 E Co found one VC suspect in L shaped tunnel
1450 9 291555 H Co found hooch with false bottom, result:th
in finding 800 Ibs of rice.

1500 10 291500 INIGT ACTS. Patrols,lPs, and ambushes.

@ ® ® o e
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UNID JOUANAL
5-3
29 COOLK TO 29 2400H

TASK GROUP 79.4 _ (LOCE TG ) )
| TIME Ser .
. Acticn e n e aTr
1725 11 291845 H Co found one 50 year old male and 4 males

approx 45 years old. Hled for interrogatio
i lAlso found rice leWwy list for VC rice colledt-

ion.
2000 12 292015 H Co on way to ambush site rec'd small arms
i fire. Returned fire resulting in 1 VC KIA.
2145 | 13 - | 292145 !1 Male captured when he tried to run when
| halted.
H
2400 ! 1% JOURNAL CLOSED FOR 29 DEC 68

Pt
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_TASK GROUP 79.4

UNID JOURNAL
5-3

30 0001E TO 30 2400H Dee 68
OPN VALTANT HUNT, QUANG NAM PROV

(LOCATTG)

VIET NAM

‘ THIE

o845

0900

1010

1230

1335

1345

1345

1340

1415
1420

s

—Qut

145

e R

10
11

DTG

#90925
300955
301230
301305
301335

301345

-

301345
BO1445
301340

301415
301420

Incidents, Messages, Orders

Acticn
Taken

REMARKD

pick up of VCE in area.

F Co found picture in BICE Croek belisved t
be HO CHI MEIN.

National Police found one AK 44,
with one box of medieal supplies, 1 cart.
belt.l canteen and part of gas mask.

BLT elements found three tubes Glucose, 3
bottles of pennicillen. And three battery.

E co while investigating noise in bunker
trippdd thicom grenade. Resulting in 2 POW
2 chicom grenades and 1 6MM round and ONE
USMC WIA. '

BLT request 3 scout dog teams asap.

CIG 79.4 request don teams for BLT.

BLT 2/26 found 700 lbs of rice and 5 gl. of
of gas at BT 167496,

220 ILbs of rice found at BT 168495
ONE SKS rifle found in L shaped tunnel.

FRU with H Co enroute to Ap Bon(1) to attemTt

P

While proping area E Co fomnd L shaped tunn?l

dAAISSVIOAd
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TASK GROUP 79.4

UNID JOUSGNAL
5-3

0001KE TO 2400H

(TOCATICN )

oF

TLE Ser | Action
___.__._Ill_,_., __Q'l_l.t..u.j I{?; N _._?EG . }ncidents, YIESS?..SGS, Ord;‘i'il.‘? Takén B‘E:MARKD
1425 12 301425 emants BLT found 2725 lbs of rice in hoocHes
t 167490
1530 | 13 301530 lE Co cptured 3 VC suspects in tunnel.
1700 14 301710 &‘» VCI and 3 VC evaced to Holi An by NFFF.
2115 ’ 15 302115 BLT X0 sends info about request Flame Throwqr

: to BLE Ashore.

i
2400 16 CLOSING JOURNAE FOR 30 DEC 68
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_TASK GROUP 79.4

‘ TIME

0825

0835

1050

1110

1315

1445

1640

1710

In

i

_Qut

1655

Ser
Fo.

310825

310835

311110

3108172

UNIl JOURNAL
5-3

31 0001E TO _312400H De¢ 68
OPN_VALINNT HUNT, QUANG NAM PROV

S— (LOCANICx) VIETNAM
: Acticn o
Incidents, Vessages, Orders . ReEMARK»
- Taken

F Co searched area of last nights incident
found chothing and personnel belongings.

Day Act recieved from BLY - include roving
patrols and search and probe of cordon.

E Co found 2 M and 2 M-79 rds in previousl
blown tunnels,

BLT while searching bunkers found 1 female
HIDDING BEHIND fdse wall. Also found do
and I.D. ssxd,

concrete vats.,

nts

PRU's whlile searching in area of BT 16849
found a tunnel complex consisting of 3 sto
Recovered 2 woment 3 men, and 115 year old
boy, also found was medical supplies, do

» 5sewing machines, clothing and cloth,
tunnel complex destroyed.

III MAF sends: 3 scout dogs will be avall-
Pble for pick up at 0630,

t—“Co found 150 LBS of rice buried undergrourd

CIG arragges transportation for scout teams|
PRU THREW M-26 INTO CAVE; Resulting in 2 VCKIA.

ies

ents

QAAISSVIDAA
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TASK GROUP 79.4

UNIP JOURNAL

5-3

31=2001E TO __2400H

(LOCATIGH )

2030

2100

12

13

14

DG

311630

311720

312030

312100

Co found assorted documents and 1700 Ibs df

Incidents, Messages, Orders

Acticn
Taken

REMARKS

ice in floor of hooches at BT 16849

TUNNEL complex located in false bot
fanily bunker.

fInterrogation report on classificati
pd 6 flere found to be VCS.

of riflé and grenades to PRU.

JOURNAL CLOSED FOR 31 DECEMBER 1968

AND PROPEROUS NEW YEAR. "MAY
ENSPENCE OF OUR ENEMY.

detainees reclieved from BLt. out 58 screemn-

Young female VC suspect reveals hiding plage

CTG 79.4 WISHES ALL MARINES AND
FOLLOW SERVICE MEN A VERY HAPPY

PROSPERITY BE CELEBRATED AT THE

1.
tom of

on of
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UNIP JOUHNAL
5-3
01 000LE TO 01 2400H _JAN 196§
OPN VALIANT HUNT, QUANG NAM PROV

TASK GROUP 79.4 . (LOCATTCx) " VIET NAM
! TDME Ser .
Actic .
B I N toen | ARG
1230 1 011230 H Co led by VC female found two tunels one
had home made 60MM mortar tube inside. Both
i tunnels destroyed in place.
1140 2 011500 BLT elements found 100 kilos of rice in
tunnel at BT 159497,
1400 ' 3 011530 F Ca found assorted med supplées food stu.fi?s
: and hack saw blades at BT168495,
!
1915 . L 011915 While on patrol elements of H Co #alked iatb
f a command detonated Clay more resilting in
one KIA and 2 emergency medevacx.
i
2000 5 012000 Wile moving in to check houseR Pru's triped
{ 8FD killing one and wounding 2, also one
{6 wia.
2200 6 018200 X0 BLT notifies BLT ashore of 286 replacements
this posit., Also sends breif on critical
shortage of 782 gear.
2400 7 JOURNAL CLOSED FOR 1 JAN 69
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UNIT JOULNAL
5-3

02 OC01H TO Q2 2400H JAN 69
OPN_VALIANT HUNT, QUANG NAM PRGV

i

TASK GROUP 79.4 (LOCATICx ) " VIETNAM
- — b
T Ser .
. Action .
 In -_QQ_L-_V_ I;'T_O,:_, EJ.G 1 F.nc:.dents, ﬂess?ges, Ord.c:),r?._ Taken REMA RKo
0900 1 020910 Elements BLT found 4 2,75 FFAR missles,Us
made with out warhead.
1000 2 021000 Found eating utensils, Budis t pray book,
250 1bs of rice, plastic cloth and kerosem”
1040 3 F co found metal cylinder containing toile#
! larticles and vitamin.es, med supplies and
; dryed food.
|
1116 i 4 H Co while sweeping area at BT 136504 tripd
: ped booby trap believed to be M-26 xmi re-
sulting And three USMC Emergency MEDEVACS.
1830 5 | @21830 9 VN males wers removed from tunnel/bunkers
! throughout day.
1920 é - Blt reports G-3 PRU found 2 tunnels believ
to be used s med center for wounded VC. els
were approx. 15°'X20°x 4°,
2040 7 BLT 5 notifies 6 ashore of command and staff
change of xxf SLF and BLT on 5 JAN for plaj-
jning in conection fn future operations.
2230 8 F Co found 3 VCS in tunnel at BT 168494,
2345 9 F Co found 1500 LBs of rice at BT 165494,
2347 10 F Co found 2 and Pru found 4 VCS at BT 16

CLOSING JOURNAL FOR 02 Jan 69
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UNIC JOUSNAL
5-3

_030001K TO 03 240CH _JAN 69
OPN VALIANT HUNT, QUANG NAM PROV

TASK GROUP 79.4 ) (LOCAT TCu ) VIETNAM
| 7om Ser .
Actic .
Ln__oue L TOr 1 MG | dncidents, Yessages, Orders T
0730 1 030735 F Co found large cement vat with misce.
articles of clothing and documents.
0900 2 030945 E Co found one bunker in cave and two false+
walls. Cave blown.
0910 3 030910 H Co Killed one and capture one VC on sweeé
» at BT 144885
1030 : 4 031330 F Co found 900 1bs of rice and 140 rds M-16
j ammo, and 7 M-16 mag.
1955 ! 5 B Co found £mx numerous tunnels and 30 100
Bbs and 200 1bs cement crodks.
2110 6 032106 BLT est 85% of ville has been searched/probjd
i
2000 JOURNAL CLOSED FOR 03 JAN69
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TASK GROUP 79.4

UNIT JOURNAL
B=3

00C1H TO 24004

{LOCAT ICur )

|

TIVE
1 N __mt...,,1

0830

1145

1115
1230

1335
1430

1500

1630

Ser
No.

DG
. 36 .

ol1240

041135
041420

041450
041430

O41610H

Incidents, Messages, Orders

Acticn
Taken

REMARKD

policing of operation area to deny enemy of
possible scroungings.,

E Co found one dud 105 rd and misce. firing
devices in grave,

F Co found vat with 250LBX of rice inside.
E Co searching and probing found one 155 rd
heads, and 6 fuses for 105 rd. Destroyed.
H Co uncover one 105 rd rigged as bobby traj

SLF Comm nder canceles planned movement of
H company to blue beach for extract secmrit;
Bravo Battery 1/13. Informed BLT that 2 CHI
46's will be available at 051300H for move-
*ent of ARVN to HOI AN,

H Co 2nd Plt. while on patrol found bunker
with two male YN inhabitants. Told VC to
come out, VC refused, blew tunnel with VC
inside. Result; 2 VC kia and one capt. M26

H Co Captuwed two VC suspects when suspects
ran when they were challienged.

JOURNAL CLOSED FOR O4 JAN 69

7 M-79 rds, 2WJP boosters, 4 napalm, 2 rock?t

SLF Commander issues warning order, STRESSING

i}
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UNIT JOURNAL

_ s-3 . e e
TASK GROUF 79.4 05 0001H TO __ 24OCH _CONTINUED
TIME SER ACTION
IN OuT NO. DTG INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS TAKEN REMARKS
1600 a SQDN reports a total off eight planes hit
by sniper fire. No casualties to HMM/BLT.
1605 3 No diffanent report of the extzact by land
at this time. BLT personnel and equip at
BLUE BEACH cogtinue to be extmacted by boags.
1800 18 Toermination of surface extraction of BLT
personnel and equip from BLUE BZACH 1s est
imated to be 1939.
2005 i1 BLUE BEACH closed all personnel and equip
of BLT 2/26 extracted by surfuee to ARG
shipping.
2030 12 FOR ALL PRACTICAL AND TACTICLA PURPOSES OFN

VALIANT HUNT IS ESOW TERMINATED.
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TASK GROUP 79.4

UNI[ JOURNAL
5-3
0§ 000LE TO 05 2400H CONTINEED
QPN VALIANT HUNT, QUANG NAM PROV
(LOCATICx ) " VEITNAM

‘ ToE
S oW o> A W

1053
1100

1130

1505

0711

| 090

0800

Acticn

Incidents, Messages, Orders Taken REMARKS

W-Hour confimed~5j CTG ?8;‘;a.nd passed to
BLT ashore by CIG 79.4 0422482

[ift of BLT personnel and equip begins.

STAFF AUGMENTATION TO CTF 79 PLANNING CON.,
BUBIC BAY, DEPART LPH-3

COL MCMAHON CTG 79.4
MAJ TOWNSEND SLF S-3
MAJ JONES SLF AIR OFF
MAJ LEWIS SLF S-2

OPN CHIEF E-7

S-2 CHIEF E-7

POTO. INT. E-3

S-2 ASSI. Ea5

S-2 CLERK E-4
AND AUGMENTATION FROM BLT. LTCOL LYNN
ACTING CTG 79.4., MAJ J. D. LINCH S-3.
MAJ PRAT ACTING AIR OFF.
ONE UH 34 reports that it has taken small
arms fire from tree line west of H Co posit
\FIRE in above entry was reported coming fro
BT 144488, '
[EET 4.1 reports recieving fire from 218515
Did take hits. Down on Blue Beach to asses
damage, no casualties,
Extract of BLT personnel end equip complete
except for scattered small numbers of persoh-
nel at Hol An, Blue Beach and Smitty Yankee

B This-tsair-1ift—of-cordon-only.
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