DECLASSIFIED

(h : ” i\‘f;": e ‘HED‘
NO FﬂREllHiﬂm
5/MCD/lab
‘ Ser: 0955 66 .
UNCLASSIFIED | 2 3 AUG 1566

‘NOFORN (unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1))

SECOND ENDORSEMENT on CO SLF ltr 1:BSM:jdc over 3000 Ser
001-66 of 9Junb6

From: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D)

Subj: Command Chronology, submission of (U)

1. Forwarded. .

M. C. DALB
By direction

]

NO FOREIGN DISSEM
SR, NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

£ v —
a =

v

COPY_/ OF ¢/ copii

3¢DRBs Jta
3000
Ser:oeii-éé
6 July 1966

B/ NOFORY 66 6472

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO, SLF 1ltr 1:BgM:Jdc over 3000 Sers
001-66 dtd 9 Jun 1966

Fromg Commanding General
Tos Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AQ3D)
Vias Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

1. Forwarded.

A(/iu’if{{ﬂ,& pe

HERMAN HANS
Chief of gtaff

fGNE®Y 1T OF ORN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

* (s
#L 'LU%“‘* 4

Epicl !

S OMMAND CHRONOLOGY

S4FAC

SPECIAL LANDING FORCE (TG 79.5)

| JANUARY - 31 MAY 1966 -

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

TLB ‘ - COMMAND mm’m = BLT 2/3 R 270up, Seack 33
TAB B“~ COMMAMD CHRO!'OLMI M %2 & oo _ ?Q_’av Seled AFA Daa

% TAB C“~ COMMAND CHRONOLOGY - BLT 1/5— 3:l.0 )57, el - 7 T 6
. TAB D = COMMAMD CHRONOLOGY - MMM 364 e Set 2pe; Pay
' TABE < COMMAMD CHRONOLOOY - BLT 3/S<bi 15, /5o, rrmpac
TAB P I SLF AFTER ACTION REPOR? OPN DOUBLE EAGLE

. n )
TAB G = BLT 2/3 APTER ACTION REPORT OPE DOUBLE EASLE D g - j.\ )
TAB H < HMM 362 APTER ACTION REFORT OPN DOUDLE LAGLZ ?‘f

TAB I - SLP FRAG ORDER FOR JACKSTAY

[

TAB J = SLF AFTER ACTION REPORT OPN JaiCK3TAY

X

TAB K = BLT 1/5 APTER ACTION RLPORT OPN JaCk. 3Td3&&«lb ep

I

TAB L < HMM 362 AFTER ACTION REPORT OFN JiCK3TA
‘TaB M < JLF FRAG ORDER FOR OSAGE
TAB N < AFTER ACTION RETORT OPY O3AGE

COMSEVENTHFLT HILLTOP 10I

Ix

TAB C

Rt B Ty T TN

TAR P = POST EXERCISE REPORT HILLTOP IIX

TAB Q < PO3T EXHRCISE RiPORT HILLTOP v

[

TiB R < HILLTOF V FRAG ORDER #1 TO HILLTOP OPERATION ORD:R 330-66

[N

- TAB 3 = POST EXERCISE RiFORT OF HILLTOP V

TAB T < LIST QF REFERENCE MATERIAL PREVICUSLY SUBMITTED

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

° @0 o0
Egglfci(:i » *:3 PIES
HEADQUARTERS OpY _J_OF =2 COPIES
Speeial Landing Force
USS PRINCETON (LPH=5)
FPC San Francisco 96601
1:E3M: jde
3000
Ser: 001-66
SECRET-NOFCRN 9 Jun 1966

Froms Commanding Officer
To: Conmandant of the Marine Corps (Code AQ3D)
Vias El; Commanding General, 9tk Marine Amphibilous Brigade

2) Commanding General Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
Subj: Command Chronology, submission of

Ref: (a) MCO 5750,2
(b) 0G, 9th MAR msg PLa0436Z

Encl: (1) Command Chronology for the Special Landing Force (TG 79.5)
during the periocd 1 January to 31 May 1966

1. Enclosure (1) is forwarded 1ﬁ'accordanee with references (a} and (b).

(FP=l, iR.A. BRENNEMAN
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SECEET~HNCPORN
COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1. Opganivaticnal Data

as Designation. The Special Landing Force had the Task designator of
Task Group 79.5.

b, Composition. The 3pecial Landing Force was composed as follows:

1-5_January 19566
SLF - Col J. R. BUENETT
BLT 2/3 - LtCol W. K. HORN
HMM 261 - 1tCol M. E. PORTER

& _January=27 February 1966

SIF ~ Col J. R. BURNETT
BLT 2/3 - LtCol ¥, K. HORN
HMM 362 - LtCol J. ALDWORTH

28 Pebruary - 6 April 1960
3L¥ - Col J. B, BURNETT
BELT l/ 5 - LtCol H. L. COFFHAN
HMM 362 «~ LtCol J. ALDVORTH

7-3 April 1966
SLF - Col R. A. BRENNEMAN
BLT 1/5 - LtCcl H. L. COFFMAN
HMM 362 = LtCol ALDWORTH

9 April~7 May 1066 _
SLF = Col R. A. DRENNEMAN
BLT 1f5 - LtCol H. L, COFFMAN
HM 364 - LtCol D, A, SOMMERVILIE

8~13 Mar 1966
SLF - Col E. A. BRENNEMAN
Neo BLT assigned this period.
H 364 = LtCol D. A. SOMMERVILLE

14-31 May 1966
SLF - Col R, A. BRENNEMAN
BLT 3/5 - LtCol E. J. BRUNARS
HMM 364 = LtCel D. 4., SOMMERVILLE

c. Location. The 3pecial Landing Force was embarked aboard the
Amphibious Ready Croup during the periods indicated below:

(1) 1 January-4 March 1966: USS VALIEY FORGE (LPH-S)Q USS MONTROSE
(iPA=212) and US3 MONTICELLO {LSDNBS). During the periocd 5 January=17
February 1966 CTG 79.5 and staff were embarked aboard the USS PAUL REVERE
4]

for planninz and execubion of DOUBLE & GLE,;*@, Phase One ~ - %
GE-, S l\g: (Eﬁn it (D) _
1 4 ; hg%Jf‘ T
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(2) 5 March-31 May 194 USS PRINCETC. (LPH=5), USS PICKAWAY
(APA=222), US3 ALANO (L3D=22),

SECRET-NOFORN

de  Average Monthly Strength.

SLE Staff: USMC OFF 9 USMC ENL 16 USN OFF O USN BNL O
ELT: USHG OFF 63 USMC ENT 1567 USK OFF 5 USH ENL 68
HIM:  USHC OFF 50 USMC LNL 171 USN OFF 1 USN ENL 3

e, Commarding Officer and Staff,

J. B. DURBEDT Colonel Cormanding Officer (1ldan=5Aprés )

Ro &, BIENNEMAN Colonel Commerding Officer (7Apr-31Mayté )

T. B GLEASON LtColonel Executive Officer/5-3 {1dan-11Maré6)
Executive Officer (12Mar—31liayhé)

L. M. DUFFY LtColons 3=1/3~L (lJan-11Maré6)

G. L. BALTIETT Ma jor Asst w3 (1ian-1lNarss)

5-3 (12Mar-21lagss )
Ma jor S-3 (22-31lay6é )

Major =2 {1Jan-SHar6é

Captain Asst B2 (Ldar-31lkasHh)

Captain Asst 3-1/Combat CasReptC(18Aps-d3Nay6s )
Captain Comm0 (11lMar-21laytd)

lstLisutenant  CommQ/isst Se2 (1Jan-1Cayb6 )
IstLieutenant  Air Observer/Asst 3=3 (30Jan=7Aprsé )
4 letLisutenant  Adr Cuserver/isst Se3 (LoApr=31¥aybs )
De G, B3CHULTY 2oL et L ABE Jed (Formerly lozistics chief,

3
Goumissioned on 27 May 1966 )

snts During the Period 1 danuary 1966 to
in this Commard Chponol gy depict the
Force during the period irdicated, De-
tailad infermution on the B and Hiil's assigred 1o the 3LP during this
pericd is shown in the appropriate comand chronologies of these units,
The details of special operations and HILLICT exercises conducted during
the period ars shown in the appropriate command chronologies, after action
arnd post exercise reporis, A complete listing of these documents is found
on page 5 of this enslosure and indicated by TAE3 4 through 8., A list of
pertinent Operation Crders, previously cubmitted, is shown in TaR Te

2, Chrarolorr of 3 ilicant &
2L Mar 1960, The events peiste
activities of the Special Landin

a. 1~19 Januarv 1966, On 1 January 1956, the ARG/SIF was in Buckner
Bay, Qktinawa after having off loaded BLT 3/h on Okinawa on 3C Dacember
1965, BLT 2/3 began embarkation on 1 danvary 1966 aboard the Us3 VALLEY
PORGE (LPH-2), US5 HONTROSE (APA-212) ard U35 HONTICELLO (LSD=35) , and
completed loading on 2 Jarmmary 1966, The USS HONTROSE and USS MONTICELLC
departed Ckinawa on 3 January and arrived in Subic Bay & January 1966,
The USS VALLEY POROE) with TG 79.5, CI3 76,5, HMM 261 and elements of
BIT 2/ embarked, departed Okinawa en 3 Janvary 1966 and arrived at, Chu
I&%, . RVN on 6 Jamuary 1964. The rotation of MM 261 with H¥M 362 at

Chu Lai was cenpleted aboard the U33 ALLEY FORGE on 7 dJanuary 1966, The
US3 VALIEY FORGE arrived in Subic Bay on € January 1966 where BLT 2/3 and
I 362 were off loaded for training ashors during the in-pert period from
6-19 January 1946, ELT 3/1 as part of the landing ferce for operation
OOUBLE EAGLE, was embarked in Task Greup 76.6 shippiaz 10-11 January 1966,

Enclosure (1)
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£ 5
at Buckner Bay, Ckinawaj chiopped OPCON to CIG 79.5 on 12 January 1966,
arrived in Subic Bay on'lé January and conducted training ashore during
pericd 16~19 January 1966,

be 20 Jaruary-28 February 1966, A rehearsal landing at Green Beach,
Zambales Training Arca, was conducted on 21 Hanuary in preparation for HILLTOP
III which was cenducted in the 3an Jose ares of Mindere Island, R. F. from
23 to 24 January. CIF 79 was present and ohserved the D-Day operations, On
2, January the SLF departed San Jose for Operation DOUBLE EAGLE, On 26
Jamuary CTG 79.5 Operation Order 32466 {Operation DOUBLE EAGLE) was issued.
Operation DOUELE EACLE, Phase One commnenced on 28 Janvary and ended on 17
February. At the completion of phase one BLT 3/1 chopped to OPCON of CG
3rd Marine Division. Phase Two commenced on 19 Pebruary and ended on 28
February. BLT 2/3 offwloaded at DaNang 27-28 Pebruary and chopped to OPCON
C3, 3rd Marine Division on 27 February 1966,

Ce 28 February~7 April 1966, On 28 February ELT 1/5 which had arrived
in Subic Bay aboard new ARG shipping, chopped to OPCON of CTG 79,5 and
became the SLF BLT. CTCG 79.5 and staff membsrs visited ¥ha Trang for confer-
ence with CG FFV 1=Z March coneerning probabls eperations in the vicinity of
Fhu Cat in II Ccrps and subsequently rejoined the 3LF at Subic Bay on 3 March.
With the rotabtion of ARG shipping CTG 79.5 and staff moved from US3 VALLEY
FORGE (LPH~3) to the U3S PRINCETON (LPl~5) on 5 March, The 3-3 of TG 79.5
on 10 Harch rade a liaison visit to San Jose, Mindoro with local officials and
a representative from COMNAVFHIL concerning exercise HILLTOP IV. CTIG 79.5
Cperation Order 329-66 (HILLIOP IV) was distributed on 10 March., On 12 Mareh
the ARG/SLF departed Subic Bay and conducted a CASEX/FIREX for HILLTOP IV in
the Zambales Training Area, followsd by a rehearsal landing at Green Beach, .
Subic on 13 March, On 15«16 March HILLTOP IV was conducted in San Jose, Mindero,
Re Po Twenty Philippine Military cobservers observed D-lay operations and were
btriefed aboard the U35 PRINCETCN. CTG 79.5 paid calls on the Mayor of Jan Jose
and Vice Governor of Mindero on 15 Harch, The SRG/SLF returned to Subie Bay on
17 March, On 23 March CIG 79.5 accompanied by CIG 76,5 and the Commanding Officer
and the 5«3 of BLT 1/5 departed Subic for Saigon and conference with CCMUSMACY
concerning pending operations, During the period 25 March to 7 April Operation
JACK STAY was cowducted by the 3LF.

de & April-2 May 1966, Upon completion of Operation JACY STAY the ARG/SLF
departed the Rung Sat Special Zons, RVN and on 8 April rotated HMM 362 and HMM
36k in Chu Lai and subesquently arrived in Subic Bay, R. P. on 10 April., Major
BARTLETT, 3-3 of TG 79.5 affested liaison 16-17 April with 0 ITI MAF concerning
future operations in I CTZ, RV, MMM 364 helo-iifted Republic of Philippines
President MARCOS, Admiral SHARP, U, 3, Anbassador BLAIR and party from the U, 3.
Embassy, Hanila tc U35 ENTERPRISE at Suble Bay on 15 April., CG FMFPAC/IMAC
(FWD)} was briefed on SLF operabions by CTG 79,5 and GT% 74.5 gboard the
FRINCETON on 13 April. On 19 April the ARG/SLF departed Subic Bay, R. P.
and arrived at Dalaug, HVN on 2L April. OTG 79,5 and OTC 76,5 and staff
reprasentatives effected liaiscn with CG IIT MAP cencerning possible em-
ployment in the ZIETHK, RVN and visited 3d Marine Division for details of

Bnclosure {1)
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certain plans., Ou 22 April CT% 79.5, the Cormanding Officer of BLT 1/5
and members of the SLF Stafr flew to 4he Hue~Fhu Bai area for liaison with
the Commanding Officer of the Ath Marines and conducted an aerial recone
naissance of Co Bi~Thanh Tau ares (Northwest of Hue). CT& 79.5, CTG 76.5, .
Commanding Officer of BLT 1/5 amd staff representatives flew to DaNang for
coordination on Operation 034755, and a helo reconnaissance was made of the
Phu Loc area (ZD 125005), All arrangements for air support, liaison offi-
cers interpreters, civil affairs and psychological warfare were completed
for the operation by 26 Aprii, Uperation O34(H was a unilateral amphibe-
ious operation conducled in the Dhu Loe area of ICTZ from 27 April to 2
May 1966. IS0 support was provided during Cperation OSAGE by a three man

IS0 team from 9th MAB on Okinawa. The 3LF Casualty Reporting System was
established for Operation 03AGE whea one officer assigned to the SLF and
one 3NCO TAD from St MAR instituted the SLF CrCC,

. 2 May-31 Hay 1966, On 3=5 ay CT3 79.5 and CTQ 76.5 gffected
liaisen with CG ITI MAF and CGy 1st Marine Division concerning possible
employment of the 3LF ipn Operalion NONTIOMERY and the pending off loading
of BLT 1/5 at Chu lai, On 6 lay BLT 1/5 commenced off loading at Chu Lai
and chopped OPCOM to CG IIT IOF on 7 ¥ay. On 8 May CTG 79.5 and S-4 de-
parted DaMang for Okinawa for liaiscn with CTF 79 concerning embarkation
of BLT 3/5, and triefing on 11 ¥ay of CG FMFTAC on SLF operations, The
SLF/ARG departed Chu Lai on 8 May and arrived in Buckner Bay, Okinawa on

11 May and commenced leading BLT 3/5, CTR 79 visited CTG 7945 and CTG 76.5
aboard the U33 PRINCETON on 13 May, Thre SLF departed Okinawa on 14 May for
Sublcs however, arrival there was delayed until 20 May due o Typhoon "IRMAM,
The Operation Order for HILLTOD V was publishad on 17 May, and a frag order
for HILLTOP V was issued on 18 May. W2 364 aircraft flew Deputy Under
Secretary of the Navy BEAUMONT from HAS Sangley Pt., R, P, to the American
Embassy, Manila and to Manila International Lirport or 20 Fay, The 3LF staff
sffected ldaison with COMNAVPHIL in sonjunction with Exercise HILITOP Ve
LtCol GLEASON, Executive COfficer of TG 79.5 attended the COMUSMACV=CINCPACFLT
Amphibious Planning Conferense on Okinawa fren 23-27 ¥ay, On 23 May the SLF
conducted a combined surface and heliberne landing on Green Beach and hele
landing zones in the Zarbales Training irea, 3ubic Bay as rehearsal for
HILLTOP V. The ARG/SLP departed Subis on 2L May and conducted Exercise
HILLTOP V in the 3an Jose area of Eirdoro Island from 25 May tc 27 May., On
25 May, rineteen Philippine Hilitary Observers observed D-Day operaticns of
HILLTOP V and were briefsd by CTG 79,5 and CTC 76,5 aboard the USS PRINCETON
on 26 May. The SLF arrived in Subie Bay on 20 Nay, and conducted maintenance
and training ashcre during the remsinder of the period, while maintaining a
96 hour reaction tize for pe8eibls deployuent in Sogtheast Asia,
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" v As divectoa Ly CONSEVRNT!FLT message LACLSOT damuary 1965, the,
i the landing Foros was ap follows: In vecwdipetlos vtk Co IX1 |
Wmmmmzu:aummuumwnmgrmr 3

-MMMM&WF&?MWM%%IW»WMkMmﬂd

oy M ard Vit Comg wodls opusrating In el rwevidence,

iSng. Opwatiom Bouwule L was Lo be sonduetsd in e
: uy‘ms, coslgned to positicn: the LF and subsequently
e hd At the oblective area for the u.lt.imt.c furpose of finding
Mying Mmjer enesy forces. The bulld up of forces was Lo be nocume
MM in mm b manner a8 to decelve Liw enemy 23 (o Lhe Wltimate irtertions,
o opeset on wap Yo camence witl svery effort nise Lo ereate Lhe Lupressicn
thint fomend were sehore to conduct & seartt .. Comroy operuticn withln s
witio_entarxiing appresdinitely 6,000 to 3,000 avters to the weet and rorth of
b landitg ares. The geep rang:ng flediility inherat in helioopter cpores
tdons was Lo be ssardfieed in the imitial 'xmu. s Lods Initial poase proe
Eremiand Mm. mappiiog, sad sopipmert were Lo Lo Lui_u wp atlakrs 1o artie
elpation of opestitions 1 tae swuledieus .o M inlan. Sl bt
evants wepo Lo Liwoelve Lhe destruct ion of ¢neay mt.iam by wtpikes by lelie
mm nms.m‘ by WRCLIMT bouring sissions with rast fallow-—on o
Pl and Gosalrqy operationa,  Sizltapsousiy, slmmu of - ¥k I
roas Visbosm were to conduc  coerdinalan OPETRL i e
b of the _anding “oree (Task Foros Delta) ares of o;mr..&i

| e e oveg,

.\«
S ey

- P
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i | Ew,f'
mmmﬂ“tkmomtimmwmﬁththm
dnwiammmnw.mﬁmme, cast of
3 b coy QMnﬂmmmi&owmu

BIE 3/1 had seisea t:ie i,nim sene snd M Foron

mm mum.mmmtm (estisnted Lo o aither
Dedlay or 0 plus 1), the landing fares would be firmly cstablished ashers.
At that time, o , of epops_ions sshows would pase to (G Tesk Fores Delta

. W*W FeNrt Ares weuld 4 ostab.ished cemmencing on Jelny,
mpldky Yedlt wp and prepared to support Task Fares Dilta CPNRB-
& perkekt of two to taree wenks, Cask fores artil.wry, 43, axm
be sbakilshed in tne [iiA,

8, Ehmning. -

(») The COMSEVENTHFLT ordginel initisting directive was Sated 12CL8CL
-"qug 1966, This srigleel initiating éirective dosignated OOF -+ Gk PIVE
(€10 76.6) atoard e W5 Penl Revere as the CiIF for Lne operation. It
directed hin to M a;‘éw"‘? te smbark BL7T 31 irn Xinswa., Locomoder
Speadal Louling Forow (CIG 79.5) was demignats. as (P for tis GPBIs .icn,
Semtrol of Landing m“____liémw pams ashors to C 111 BAP oF his cuse
Apmtad rezresestabive whon lLonding Feree units were firmly estakiished av—
hewe, In adiitlun, it direeted trat B support for Operailon Douole ragle
would take precsdence ower mll other HOF wissions Gering the duratisn of the
oparation, OT7 g& CIF 76, CT3 79.5, amd (75 76.b vers sutbewise: oirect
Ataison with 3 . BAP sad OG Task Perce Lelta for eancurrent and pareilel
Planndag. Operasdonsl eontrel of wll lamding force urnits would pass Lo CLF
Upen sbariation of the units, CLP would pass (ilL% asnors when ianding
Faras was fimmly ewtablistsc. “he revised Lrdtisting dicective [0y ITdm
FT messass LTUIRE deoumry 1965) modified tle origini in thad HiY 2/% wes
Sndliied a8 2 lawilng fores unil Lpon eubaricaiien Sn Chu il subsequent Lo
Lae policarsal. IS furlher .oifisd the ariginel dirs:tive ir toat it speci-
flcelly directed theb CaTF and CLF semduet tae wmphibious londing . alitep
XXX} &k Sun Jose, Rimdoro, [P, This would alsc const'i.ie tae rehsarscel for
Cpamidcad Double Bagke.

() The Comomior end elesupts of She $L- B .f T3 W.S arrived in
Uetrann on 8 Jamury 1965 after npemiing twe dayw in Deneryg and Chu Lal oore
fm&m with T3 TIT MAF and C) Task Yores Dalt. ond wentuciine & Relor re e
net ssanee of the laniing bessbes anc objeu-ive ares. Trey Luwaw€lioly conge
manoed concurrent axi parellel plerping wilk 077 Toub.  ™is plasiing come
thromd wntil 27 Jamuary, Preliminary dccistens wers :mio as te toe 1
sition of Lhe Landimg Force, the site asc time for tie ronearsal, &:r loga-
Wdon of the landing besenes, the sciovmme of ramevur Bshiru, MPROrting arns
woortinslion, ccwmand relationsyips, commug.ications roquiremsnte, emoar! e
tdom pliny, lunding plans, and the me!hods By wticl Lhe puasirg of Lre
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‘mhmmmmsmm
M the FOS for the duwration of Lhe opereiion., Tie vudyark
e would be consbrueted 4 the sembiern wmiremicy eof thm .
9.5 Gperation Oudes 32466 promlgoted Lis cotailed |
ibhlions partion of the operation ss At pertainwi to the ’

Puluy = 22 Janu-ry 1965 = mmstmaumcm;,l ianged —
o’ mmmm 2807008, This wave cemsisted af eight LVPRAE's,

sell srmd fire 33 recelvnd from thi Gu des af t he bumeh, Hy 200606M,
I UK emd "M tospenics were sordusting search and clear cpsratisns in
mém ansedgnei wome, Dy BLY 4/% had iaivied with "%, "M% gnd %P -
ompand s paasing tiewrough BLT 3/1 poeitions sra .omduwting wmna.m elenr
sparations Ln Ghefr sesigned scoe to tha noth, It meantize, visl dlity
ooukilomuad Lo detrease 4s the scrf and wind begar %o increasg. .y neos, AL
sipet-oestmrs sperations Lovolving LOWG's od smller are’t wore sumpded..
The two HW2's spbinued to reesive Mm.;:m £1O8 Bl ruope
uummu&m Anmw_mﬂnmm of werguey aolvwes/
resupply sisadoi wers suspended st approximately i due to werseniug
Crashin comidtloos. Indtial elemcrts of Tam: Tarie lult: commend roup
lmilﬂl prise %0 sepsnsion of small cra', opsrallang wsl g 00 Oelta otifted

CiF shst ks sodisend croup was prepared 1o coordiniie yround epsrci.ona 4o

the ovent ol anemy ottask, That bont operaiions were resumad at sbout
ZBTHE 4 tim owel abated, Both # esnhirmed to receive haraseing .l
srme Pire Shrwaghout. the alterncon but nouu}u- contac: was made, ili
mmmmmm ssoured Iy Jdusk. The BLI's assumsd

night puediling vl smmensed aggresaive pairol e asbush oppetions. As
mmmmmmmmm bl Mm:u‘wwumw

o mmwmuwimmgwmmm :.
/L ded BL® A durirg the rdsid. A total of Lhirt.:n ambmshes
pLakibhobed by Lhw HiZ's, Xeithsr the patrols ror tie anbushes m.\...tar in
sy ] ]

(t) D plus L « 29 Jamary 1966 = Poor weather vont :..ed 1o assper off=
lomiing oparctionm. Twe LCH's and one Li¥ed ware direeted %o ¢ifload werly
in opdep Lo sugmust Lhe LON-O's whish ware newkng diffic ity in sre marginal
mrfs Oneof Lhe LOU'S eveutually beomcosc op the Leaon, tReresy reducing
e Paie of olfloading. Swall bost operatiols were resutd st approwims:-iy
290,508 bk waire BgRin suspended st 2905LH. The ieupo of tho of Ilesding
bt Antressed Quring this perded vat It logged far beddnd reguirensrds, Toum
Ry wie the Lirst (1.7 to beaoh at 2916001, The Vindham \.cm.r'ﬂ;:
W 3 after unsugesssful ctiespls (& marry with an LU, hey

: [ mlmptm in tim abeemes of an vnd sectien of msw f:&L:t

ebed. priowi~liour Lransfers from tis Memtyuse tc 1o Lih tiweus out
g m m'ir Transfers wowe completad at 2‘)21'3*"‘* in
o "l %mWmef SYLER
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*C* (msa sveriay) wvaieh they mbesgpently sccursd With no resistarcs, | ELY i
3/1 snd HLT 2/k osndueted pstrels and asbushes Ln assigned souve duriag
bours of deakness, Regiigibhle esstaet wan wede.

(e) B 2 » 30 Jumary 1966 - During the night, the two heachds LiThs
ware part offleaded. The offlosding iad Lees delayed whils censbreinil
tenparary sand ramps. Neather eonditioms resmin:d sasgined tiroushout the |
morming, By JCII0OON, windham Courty was only twerdy peg et o0f lowadlst mﬁé
Tou Qressi County was only forty-five par cant of/losded, Construstion s -

mlntenance of Lhe sand remp vas lmwperwd by the surf sod curverd. i op

of supplics oy (=130 was conducted ower the beazh 3t JCIGLSH, The fimst 4 —
LIGHT starfies O the opsration was mede in the vieisniiky of B3 6545 at M

BIT 371 smd BLY 2/L comtirmed Gelibarvis search and clear opureaticos in T 1

of sones Lo Fhase Line Orenges The seheduled linc-up betwesz 2/, ami LAVE
forees at Thesh Tru was amncelled, Le-dowr Cor OIT 2/ was delayed undil W 5KH
due to limdted viafbdlivy, At 3COII0M, Morticellc was detachsd frau th: Tad

ivomp Lo procesd to Chu lal o plek wp «n wnd section of poptoon causewsy akd &
warping tuge Iediouwr was cmcuied at ICAS00H after sehedinlod aly propapetiol of

the landing soum, *P¥, "0%, and "R® covpanies along with the LT ecamaed ghouwp w——
“A* and elamerta of MRS compuny were helolifted te Lhe ancing some 18 Lo o
imdty of BS 720024, The 11ft was cmpleted at JCAT7I0H. Ko smsay comtact whs

made. Weather comiitions cortirued te inmpeove as the duy ol NOELEISE-
ter Cousty benshed &b 3CUAO0H. Tom Oreen Sownty conpleted iag at 3OITO0E

and retpacted b JLESH, Vindham Cempoty wae only fifty per cent afflosded st
this Limw, The eand ramp had wtill not beer sozpleted, howewwr, LoU/LCM off-

'  tenbitaed at an increassd rete e tae weather CTedublly Smpeowo.,  BLIVe
3/%, 2fky 2/ ecomtirund reifierate $earc: nd elsar cpermtions wiil Jubk at
whieh tisw they assumed nigt defomsive positions st prepesed 3G comtust ptrols
and asbushes within Lisir assigned sones. BOF alsedsns were fired in suppaft of
the BLT's throughout the nighi, 1

(4) D plus 3 = 31 Jammmry 150 = Upan arrival of the causeway scd tor i
warping tug st J1064%5H, the rate «f offl.ading of the remmining L3TVs was ip-
creesed. Jmproved surf corditicrs permitted cemiimcus smoath offlssding sy
mulier mding eraft, Dwuring the nighe, P 32 mede 1ight patrel cantacty
HLY /6 and BLY 2/3 bed e oony .omtast, By JL1300%, sesveiestoy Dounty whe
tidty par cert officonde. installation af the Lacyamt shipet v-ehore fael 1ins
commenced af J11IME, Cosmmrer Lam!ing Yerce sgtaolisted his coasvand post
ashore amd then passad OV B of sround farces asnore Lo I) Task force Delta &
3312208 (CTG 79.9% sesvage 310654 ), Gortroi of alr wi saval guafire resalpsc
wlflemt. AL this time, BLT 3% wvas preparin: te assuse pesponxibility for op
axpandiad some to inclode wWat hels by Bl J/ke  ELT oL contimeed Lo meaniedn
their defensive positions as thuy prepears to 2Ll31ift crw compeny amd 2 redic
relay unit Lo & position in the vicdniiy of %3 618308. They also were making

ons to nelolift thw BLY {-) te a lapding sore in the wiednity of 5§
010795, BLY 2/3 cotirusd tc mefriadn 3ts delcnsive positiens Ln the wiclsdty of
BS T20k2ke Company Yi* (BLT 2/3; comtirust tc hold d&fmutm’tium or Jask
Force objective "%, O 105 Howitzer Laciery hed beer ) ol wo vicdaivy
of B3 72420 commencing ut 31G857H. This Lift was uonplebed st VL0, Th»
UL of the sompary from BLT 2/4 and the radic relay wnld was evestually delayed

> | UNGLASSIFIF
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wibil DLILTHOH due 1o the exdstirg Craghin coraitions. In ad 1%4 tre 130
of MY 2/ (=) wne delaped umtdl 322500,

{e) Dml.wlwlﬂ-mﬂmmm
at {0LS: ALL suboduled oflloading was conpleted at this time, Comtral
of ady panoed sshire at QLUA2SE,  dghteen naval sunfire sissions were fire:
in suppirt of tevops sshare during “he mdht.  Tue proviefonsl comp..y of LY
2/3 landied ower Elus Besch Two at CGLIZCC, .

(£) o pﬂauﬁ = 2 Polruary 1966 - Mo sigmificart ev:nts, Comruader T.omde
inz Famoe sistadred redioc and reiie relay cumbact wiik O Task Force Jelta.
CO Tesk Pores Delts mivtaiced all comtrol of forees ashore.

H, D plus ¢ = 3 folruary 19b = A suosiilury supniiious lamiing ef LT
3/1 (=) wad comductod over Green deasl Goe (55 W31 v (21500 .néer tre
eperational dsontsol of Carwminder Landing Forve. wmlve LyT(a TONPOSEG WaAVe
me. Fifteon iV7's of Jave two landed at CUi505t. Two compenies of il 371
wors 60 comthiot seares and clanr opexations inlard te righuy (ve amd GLhen
south, Over Jrews: Beach Two, six LVTH's compu-ised :ave wne. Thay lamie at
G150, The ten IVT's of Lave two lardo. at TILS0%,  mve three oomdsued of
one LQU with thres L35em self-ropelied -uns an: %oree redic Jeeps evbwiried,
Tho purpees of She lardire on Lris beach wau Lo esluciinh ore tnfartry Dusp.my
and the pronislopel ariiilery it ashore to suppori Tesk Foru# (mltd opeprg-
tions in the soultswrs portion of the oblective ares, ALl write ahopped Gl
back to Tank Poiwe Deltae at OXLOOSH,.

(n) Hﬂm | o Fobruary 170 - %o sfanificaf cvun 3. Socomades "
g Perte mintainec redie contaect aid .. Talay ooptael wilh 05 Taol
“ores Dalta. CC Task Force Delts meintained canirel of &l forcue adiar. .

(4) Dplus 8 « 5 Felruary 1960 « The sesoed subsil.ry sophiblows landing
was oopdiseted ower Trec Geach Trye in Lre vicinity of - 524191, lawe ene,
consiating of sdx LVTH's fol ~wr - Lup Ly ta Lorgdes L TWC92THR,  dave twe
audch wes ompposed of nirw LVi's Loogled at CBCYEEH, Ve LU wivh three 155%m
sslf-gropelled qurs and tiree radio ‘eeps was tivwrted to Jpeen Bt Pouy
ir the vialndby of '3 Y2207 «<wn hasardoas roci ard gsoral formsodors wepa
A scoverwd of Jreen Deach Thres, To soccrguian tids, ome infuntry plaboorn
reinforoud srd two LUT!'s wer- mowed norg womy the bescn to secure tis aitle
on Ureen Deadh Four wher o e 10U wou)d taagh,  llnough mwe one ower raer
Issach Thire® had Peoeived - ' apneared to be wia, oaibwr morter [ire swhoen
it wvas epprenizately S({wilil yurds from the naci and had roetarned thls firve
from bt LVT's, the colwswn mowirg Along e beach 10 Jreen Deseh Four une
countared 0 resistance.  The landinc of tius LAY WeB actemplished sl borout
ircidesmt und the colump reosesded back dowm e DOREI Wit houl Srgigent, The
Total ferces liuxied consisted o ons dnfantry compary feoe o] 3/1 and Lie
povistonal artillery unit fram “ask Pcres ar WO PrGuDe Tl iy misiion was
to sgport Task Faroe -lts cperutfons in $he Soutern porticn ¢ the gbiacl ive
area, Thess lorowes chopoal ('CX to Vmsk Poroe - dta when they were fir -
estallished azhore,

{3) D plus 9 20 & plud 14 - Gl Pebru.ry 1906 « .~ Taak Pore. <14,

< UNBUASSIIE:
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tiehained OPOE of al) forces unore. Gommender larding Foree raintained
mdio sand padhe relay suiiact witl Task Fores Delta. Lnit: sassore contirmed
o oemdust searah el elear operations. :

k) D 3dms 15 ~ 12 Febru.ry 1966 ~ Eluse Beash Three (8 83700) was
Mty be the mest euitable besch over which Lo conduet the withe
; 48 ashere. The buoyant fuel lime wmi dimmant i mzt smbarind
MRl Bnough fuel was arailatle ashors at tlis t: .. satisly
recirementy Por the nuindar of the cperaiion, U33 Jatasount loaed
larding fowrsn vobkdeles and ceparted for Chu Lad to offload ami petur: +- - w
A n headred and fi:i'tJ troops and e £ from Bester hasiavy
3{12 wm heiclifbed to thu Yaliey Poree &t 258, Troops were from :owe
de Hocom platoor ard A2 Scwneny of LT 2/9,

{1) D s 16 - 13 Pevruiry 1966 = Trs 1S5mm walfeprope’ e n.s and
Lhe Jeeps fram tha pr ‘ua*omu artillery wnif. wase bacvioads: ovsr rean Hsach
Porr By LOU ared movers tr hlue Begch vhape ©acy ware debarked. Windiaa
Comnty bemched at Dlu Droae at 1320 50H anc comenced loadin: avcsss Landine
force suypplies. MHan=tacric.l units Cesar =~ &®) 7 Lack Lowarda ' he =5A.
Tactival units cenddrucd to conduet searer : .- sperations,

m)} D nlu 17 - “iruary 1906 = @ipdbar .« Ly contimnued o lead
Larding *T‘!rm :%pplieu at vive Three. inite sshore ceniirmwed Lo phase Lagk
teownrds the B &8 search and elear operatioos contimaed,

{n) D glus 18 = 15 Pebruary 1966 « Windham Courtv completed leading
api retracted from Blas Beaah Three at 15153CH. It sasled l:rwijately for
Chu Iaf to unload and return. 'ﬂ.oga Coursa‘y sonsbed at MEH. During e
1ay, Havarra loaded 367 trocps ‘rea BLY 27k, LEC arums of FUl, 05 voms of
Qass ¥, and L tons of general cargo, Valley Forze e uarksd 39 twcers {rom
BLY 2/3 who were heloliftec u’t:om. dont.rose mearve: LY0 trocone Trem G273,
Paxd sbarked 3L trocps LY 570, L LW smbarked v proviaioral
sospany frow LY 2/3 at Blue wa{:t: ans Look ‘hesm te wicinity of lrcen canh
where they embarked an the honirose. Foert Rarion loscad 33 mepa, one 15 e
howitzer and twe truck-, Units comtinus te 2lome Li# ™3is, Comirol of alr
parssd back be the CATY at i518k1H. ivsbericed treops ruvorted to GPCON of
Commardar Landing Force,

(e} D plus 19 - 16 Peuruary 19 - Tioga County uu..p.a,md loed irg Ledde
irg ferce vehizle at 1330i, Taor Jreen ..oum.v bemslbed -1 1BLOUGH and ceumancid
loading elementz of Task Forse Delta carend group, “ne u&sﬁ, AR cluuﬂu
of ¥Fall=36, Port Yarion, Navarrc, ko - Lo, anddontroas eommencod lowdin
of persorlel aro squipeent &t wresll .. . . roar a LolHlk. i Lumined
tpoops, 2 waslard, L trucks, 9 LiT's .1 @ LVTHTS ware omekloadoc, ioading
waS tornieiec at sidijle basklosdine commtuemesS AT b Sesdh gt 15UBOCH,
The 1G4 squipmnt «ms completely baskiowied &t 167004, (1l meloliftsd
perscrniiel am agulimri. coipleted Ladiioad o. LalleSie il artillery wit
the exseptics of iLhe L7TH's was akosrd ship Ly Lél?&,ri:. Task Torce Ueltm LF
in the ebjlective area was secured ami transfered . 7. . A abt loli7e0i,
Sesaining ashors far vhe night wms BLT 3/) commarsd roup "i%, *I°, ‘L7
"M* compardes Crom 3,1, elaven LVI'g six LUTi'e -m—mm T’I‘”‘

2/3 loested om M1 103. ‘ _
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aanrr Felruary 1966 « The firal Matoarewa. ws .o ...
mﬂnl?lﬂmx-im ashore ihe previous nignt were came

Mise of ‘all types, S0 mawval wissions were firec im

w of cpopukic s ashore, bk helicopier sartics wers logged fro Lihe

4 18 Pelnsany 1960 « Precieiour traslers of "G° and ™" cempanies of
; 3 Gomusosed &b JHI30GE in preparsiion ‘or the semmsncoment of Toubie
Lagie IX op )9 Pebruary, These Lransfers ware eompleted al LALSCUH.

br] B2 /3 commenced helolift to asali~ed lancing some ai 1/1({<..
“HEN 362 md alusents of MAO-36 wore usec for tlas 1lmt, OFCGKE of L0 .3
s puspast to 00 Task Porce Delta sffeetive 15iliSH, OPCON of ¥l Y
remschond Wikl Cily @ 362 on call in sup,cid of Tasic Porse Dulis 28 re-
arted,  CLF msiutained rodic oontect aix liaison with Task Payes Delta
Lhrvsghodt. the wpsration,

») mm shoppod GPCOR vo (ommmrcar Landing Fares upon rodbkas "cli.d'a
on 26 Pebiresryy

Opuretion Double Lagie sapmamised tie umtmo

ent Fent by of the dodtrine ewt forth n WP 22(A). Loesons
Inormed: S Aiw s were nob haw, Ik rather poirted cut the many plt-
Oallm Gk, -moocntared when sdhayents Lo doctring s cipcuavented or
Sgmowady | Bpeidlie arvas are ewered in succcsiliiy pRCRGIAPRB.

) ke Daring the plamming phase little oppertundity whs avaslabie
te ' b edsssary Cetalled and cencurrent planning wity all elehsnts:
of Lhe g Foroe, Thie was caused by oue GlT (BLT 2/4) wei supporting
Forves {(artiliery, share puriy, sagineers, etc, selng pgsicadly iocaiod at a
distance from tiw lamiing Porce hesdquarters wnich wes alloat and wabe Lo
oﬂm the asoessery close liaiscn. This resultsd ip much of LW axebange of
sssential information oulrg condusted erttpely ./ sewsage Lrallic vniau, at

bask, ia v poowe mbeliiile Tor elose pareprul lid am rotwews Lhe variows
alesonts of the landing Forev. Llbnvugh the —aniliy “aree (otmsmcer sent S4lai-
son offiowrs fo Twek Fores Jelta for the indtial piasming con’wresnce g at
lstmrvals sebeagoert Lo to1s, 3t wes still nol cowsiderec acepaste. Tn owi ope
ersblion of thim mgrdiuce the landing 7orce uwmander iust hewve the eapatility
to affect Lisdmom st wny tiow Lo soep 8l stesls ssenst of davelogmerts in
ordap that they may proceed with tiely e arrent plamsing.  Lomverdely other
sialls mabt egshure that tlair infurraliac seelsd by the jancing ferce 1s ree
oolved by the Landiry Porce .ewmaiier,

MEEIEADE Brestiye. The frdiiatisy ciructive s oe sacifle and
cover in 4 Ai asnoebe soncerrdn, ime orwwr.tlo. The adbisl lny diyvetliwe
for Double H s defeotive 1n thwt i faji.ad to:

(1) Eetaldis!. an aut.
(2) Npowify conditions rer terwisatien of Lhe opsraiian,

e Ltiol

* ] L»‘:ﬂr‘:_( , 5
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G} Provide detatlled instrestions for cosmend relaticns ips.

(A) Frovide insbresiions or coumpnd afver Serminatiscn. It fwrther
mmMnhmmWMMNum-m
on support reguiresest afSer termination.

iIn situstions such as this whers tne speatsl warkiing Porce i3 committed
i7 support of dmesouniry forces and the Cemmander of the ipeeial lars i-g Tores
1s desigrated ao landing Pores Comanier and thus saeumes the resposeibility
for the sucosss of the imitial phevses of the oparatisn, the imitisting direes
Sivé mst be wiplicit te precluds nisisterpretasion which nay exdanger .lis
suscews of the opermtion. :

(e) : » The ascard eammand relatiomships Durther come
pioat od ) repoeting, with ene BLY repaeting to Task Farce lelts

while still weder the OPCON of the landing Posee. This resui:od in delays

in getiing the semplets Task Force piotwrs presented is the CAT? sitrep., Hme
ports must be sulmitted om tims, be acewrate, and ip ewffieters encugh detail
to preclude the mimm back to the reporting undte with additicaal
tims oaudag messeges ng amplification of certain itesd sither :: dited
o

EPREG. Salatiennlin. The sondept of canmend relstionships provided
Cra 79.5 as & further establiohed that the Laniiag Perce would chop CPCOK
to 00 Task Forve Delta when the Landing Feves was fimmly ewtsbiisied asncre.
The time frame for thie sond ‘o was sstimsted Lo be not leter them . o3 1
S Deley, It was wlis0 prowilod that the landing
Commander would hrave UHCOM of ali asbarisa Lo ued; bowever, it was ap~
that eartain of thees supparting fires (artillery, angloeers, shore party)
guisant of Lhis pelatisnship and they considerad Lhemselves operating
UPCON of Task Pores Dalta, This pesulted in sams initis) scofaplon on
WS reaclved on the beac: short.r atier Tusk Fores Deiva clemernda
od arriving an the beash, The commarr reiationalily alse in sffect
& dusl command structure for the period D thew D plus 3, Alshowgha the
Foree Conmmnder had responsibllity and astensibly command, this commmnd
ted by the avdomurd ccswmand relatienships ecistir:, When Tus: Force
Delta df: ot sssums OPCUN of ianding Pores elamerte on Delay as eRpet uit , gt
rether the (ussmnder lLanding Force retalied CPCLE, Task Fores Delts 1o cder
to executes its erigiml plan wes foresd o Lranmudt ite desires te the Comander
landing Foree., Although this did aot slvorse.y sffeet the opepwilen, 1% caveed
some delay and ¢omfusion which in other siiuai.loms wiith diffarent corditione
of ensmy, weathsy, ar terrein, the resulis uigrt hava Heeh disastrous. Lemmend
and erponadldlity ere inseparablie wnd tic pursen draigneted a8 Cmomoder Laoie
ing Force with his commensurate respanaihilities wust, hawe Lhs regquisite
autharity and comtaol of all forces to mseutu tne PLikEl,

I
F2d g

AEaauS URlestiyy Areg. Although NeP 22(A) states that the CATP
shall have semmand of all fowees within the Ak, dwring Doubie Bagls ihis adid
not hold tree. Mthimtmlmmccmmdwiucm;cwot
BV ware within the AQL, o & hill owerlovking the beach, it ware nol apder
mutumuurwmmnmemmmmmmuwm
ithe Comwrder lLamding Poros, In the unopposed lamiirg this wes rot aritical,

s o B )

- | IARIMN MRS pE!
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reduced the mormal sange capabliliities ¢l Lhe HKll-62 tyye

i eadio nets were tesminsted by iT-67 and K68 radice

PG5 radlos ashcare. Beception and reliabilily wesre ]
y  Roceptlor was hmmpured orly whom urdls weee separated Yrinigh

jcation and comtrol are synancimus, The L.mﬂ.mg Fogron

Ml.a cormnication at all Limes o mairtals (e reg

e thds capability it s fell Lot Loe 3LF somi.i nave W

 for uwee in all . FRL-33 type vaiics wara

tod soomand oo » partienlir oparwtion anly. ’

. Bwbarieatlom plarnirng for Double fagle roqguired the al“
pplies be smbarked aboard azphiclo s snipphng ass e o
e andrhal mc,rw eorgardiss. o, eabarksl asoard Udl
mm (Wﬂ, s composed af i offiser sach frex: hw lagisties aad |
Opoewkine Sectisme of wu%m;/:.. ncﬁwrwm.tmmmr
abouad She USS alley Porge (LPi-8). Operetioms of the Tal/Lis were sutddfuc
M Y, howsver wpon completien of assa.)t hettallors being lemd
» ® Wattalions no lenger hed a rugliosmert fer Tuu/ .l cepre bam
) kly these irdividusls wers phased ssncwre leav.ay he Pw
meunzaamﬂ PAC/LO0 representaiion, The h&ota%‘?x
B

Pares Delte TC/L0N Sroup aboarc tie Primary Comrel Jtip to coordinate t
nowemet of squlpnor. o« supplies subesquent (o U-Uay sommdat hagperad
trol of lagistls mipport astore, Loiistics support ef forcss asru~s wis fevar
in me of the foregoing, inloading operetions sshere werw fyrt or
haupered by Yo Lmbility of L3T's to beash and discharge oquipment ond wﬁa—
plies umm umtansive preparation of deach remp Cacillilos. {
f
adlimmps. The Litalligemss furmisbul o tie I.md:hg Faven "43:
T Patrow Dl ummm* to e Loth Li*s . ami ascurete, AnaiyelE of tad
ansgr' e wﬂhlil‘adul Brrees Of ActIon wke ~ovd WUdBhE.  TEFTRIN WRE BLOGUIAYELG
desaribed om MOt DCCAtions wid Liw WAL Was typica. o thae Lims perjod.
Aapdal photon supplied to, or taken by the Lamiing Poroe, walre e iremsly yse-
full A seloatiieon of boaches, averues of appwoaciy, Areas fuor sesrc: wid elfer
. all in locsilng netural chatacles. An wiilraer report by Task (foaoe
Wummg Force deserived tiw sand Derm, w.ich Dasked e Losmey,
-l IO metars rizn, Aarial photos shewed tie laigh o be ath &L

‘ ek, lJiveniss macc fron these photos werc wed wtedtively in Liw Wriefs
:I.ug ﬂmm& doa. Lo eomgeny lsvel. They were axtranuly well reewived and
ware ostnldwmibly more aceuratle Loar Lim zagse whileh wers ln Soes 1rm*tawﬂ
mm-u Bltloulariy netewsrthy wers periseops photograpis Luxen by Sid

sulmsaries Bk, » strip mosaic sede Irem. Lhese mmm qu in
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PLOL 2 ~ -~
CorITal oL AL LI TT Lo PCTDID MY 5 9L61, 940k,
90oh, voul, o
ce e D WG TG PLCTORY CCIE LA (225 1000 FH) il 23 9660, y652,
Nt 9963, 9960,
VS RASE \,m_iL;m (1/56) A 976&, 9767, 99867, 9954,
(3) LIl UL TURRATE THROUGHOUT 1L 135% 15 CHARACTSRIZED EY
S TUVSIVS TATROVE SUALPS. THL oo bia IS UNDLR CONSTANT TP UIDATION 46D ONLY 31all
PaTClos OF CI7 DRY NROUMD LiTS%.  HO0ADS W) TRWILS &l 1OlendISTorT yXCEPT TN
Vi BATILCE O UTHeRY PCRTION BETWILD DONMG HOA AlD CAl 2I0. OVl I3 SE3TRICTLD
TC FOOT TRaV... (I BY 20T, 10 ALl “ZAT Wi FOADS TXTIST. DIPPICULT TLDBRATY 1D
o~ IR0 CORDITTONG MAKD THAVAT IV 704 BSS2 RY AIY ' 02 DuTussLY 3107 ARD HAZARDCUS
SLL CUTORED COTeR3 Pek HOUR IS GOUSIDNRLD VoDAGs FOVII T DATD.  U.3. ADVISORS
SLIORT 12UCH UsD I MADL OF I'INL3 AFD BOOBY TiaP3 ALOMTY TiE 75 ThaIL3 THAT DO
SZI5T. BOATS TRAVELING RIVERS 0D STREAIS AI5 UIWLY SUSCIPTITLE TO AMRUSH AID
JATER LINES,
(4) PLaCH.
(:4) BLD DLACY Y3 054472
(B) GRADINIT. 1 O 150 TO 1 ON 350 Li TC TJ, 1 CN 120 TO 1 QN 250,
Ry Z0ME.  YEALSH0UE BOTOM IS FLAT SHOREWARD CF 18 °T DLITH CONTOUR 4 TO 18
PAUTICLL MILLS OFF Ly LIIms,
(C) SBURF. SURGING JAVES BUT'EEN 10D 2 77 UI0H.  JURLES T'L 1ONSOCN
—_ SEASCN VIND GLIZRATED 4V REACH 6 TC 8 FT.
(D) CUNLiT. 6 ¥HOTS FRCL SE TO 1.
(8) TIDL AlD ASTRCL: (FAVADGRU FACV TIOL TADLE JTREDICTIONS - 1666)
(F) OBSTACLES. TiB LEARSTUGRE ZCHn IS OBSTRUCTED BY 3I0ALS mICH 5t 1D
O7F T, 3HOZ. OF 711, COMLLL DO MAT DLLTA. TID Sba7alid 207 GF 7.0 SEOALS COXNe
CIDBS GRMURALLY JITH T3 3 FATHCL CURVL, MIICH RalGh3 BT Lol 4 ALD 13 1M OFFSUORE
BUT SEAWAID OFF TIL SHOALS, DBITIL INCRL.LSE Ra IDLY. DXCOPT 10E INTLROLC.ED -
CHAMIELS, DIFTHS Al THL 3HOAL .0 .4 ARL D RALLY L33 TIWAN 2 FATH00 3, AlD PISHIMNG
STAKLS Asus 3CATTEELD THROUGHOUT.
(G) NaTULL OF BOTTONM. OLFEMINT N SPLOIRIC ALiBA, LITILR LUD COR
SalD, AID IS SUITABLE FOL LCE—6 OFLDRTIC 5.
(iI) WIDTHS. 8C0~1C00 YARD3 AT Lid; 5-20 YARDS AT 77,
B. FRIMDLY FORCLES3.
(1) CIF 77 PROVIN:L CaS ALD TLO L3CUIT.
(2) CT3 76.5 TROVIDL TRARSHCIT, WAF AID LOGISTIC SUPTORT.
(3) CCIUSEACV (CTF 115) PROVIDL SUTIOET A3 BEOULSTLD.
(4) ARV AKD VI FOLCE3 IN R45Z TO FROVIDE 3UPFORT .3 RIULSTED
N
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MO AITLL D AT Iy LT 1L BOTDID TT L3 9461, 9464,
Yodl, youl,

[

AW I PLCTORY SO T (225 LIUGR TH) iS4 L3 9L60, 9667,
9903, Y960, ’
"0 RaSL OCIIPLIX (L, '56) LA Y76k, Y767, 9967, Y95L.,

(3) 'tfzm,m) S TLRRAIN THROUGHOUT 770, 1133 I3 ClLADACTURIZID EBY
SaTLISIVS A ROVE SWALPS. DLl IS UTOLR CONSTATT IFULDATICH AlD CHLY 3iALL
PaTCo5 OF DI7M DRY GLOUID LIS, HOADS ) TRAILS Aldd 1ON=LLISTENT i3CEPT IV
Y BATHEE O UTHRY PCLRTICN BETWLLD DONG HOA ALD Cali 3I0. ..OViIil™ I3 SESTRICTLD
TC FOOT TRaV.: (0, BY ZOAT. 10 4Ll " =ATi H0ADS ELIST. DIFFICULT TiRNAILY
CLIRG CORDITTONG XD ThaVel I 70 B350 RY ATY Ji. 13 DETRDOLY SLOU ALD HAZARDCUS
STEL TUTDRED JUTURS Pri HOUZ Io COPSIDEALD VoTAGE IOV 2T TaTh.  U.3. ADVISCRS
SLPOET LUCH L3D I8 MADL OF VINLS AKD BCOBY TRAP3 ALY Tild 77 TRAIL3 THAT DO
~aI5Te BOATS TRAVELING RIVIES .10 STRLAIS AID UTWHLIY SUSCIFTITLE TO AVBUSH ATD
ATAR NINZS.

(4) TLACH.

(A) BLD PLACY Y5 054472

(1) SRADID 1 0150 T0 1 ON 350 L4 TC I, 1 CN 120 TO 1 ON 250,
HY Z0XE.  MLGSN0TE BOTOR IS FLAT SHORGJARD CF 18 T DLITH CONTOUR 4 TC 18
MAUTICAL MILLS OFF LY LIIG.

(C) 3SURF. SURFING JAVES FLTAsN 1D 2 77 UTOH.  JURLNG T LCE3OON
SEASON WIFD GLIZRATED "Laves BEACH 6 TC 8 P,

(D) CURRLIT. 6 KLOTS TRCE SE TO 1.

(L) TIDD 43D ASTRCL:  (DAVADGRU MACV TINE TADLE ITEDICTIONS - 1966)

(F) BoTAClisd.  Til NoaRS URE Z0he IS ORSTHUCTYD BPY 3i04L3 MICH B
GoF THL SHO.Z0 OF ° 0y COM LA DOy FAT OLLTA. T S50 Jald 100 OF 18 SHOALS CORNe
CIDES GLMURALLY VITH WD 3 FATICH: CURVi, "MIICH RAVGLS FLT Lil’ 4 AlD 13 1M OFF3IORE
BUT SBAYALD OFF T'1L 3HCALS, DRITIS INCE.5F Ra IDLY. IXCAPT 30 INTERSECTSO T
CHAMBELS, DEPTHS AL THL SHOAL . Wi ARL SLIRALLY Luis3 TUAN 2 FATI0CS3, AlD FISHING
STAKDS Acus 3CATTERZD THROUSHOUT.

(3) NaTUiE OF BOTTOI, ODLFEMNDING ON SPLOIFIC ATEA, LITILE LUD CR
SAND, AID IS SUITABLE FOL LCM—-6 OFPnD TICI 3.

(1) WIDTHS. 8C0-1000 YARD3 AT Lid; §-20 YARDS LT 7).

B, FRINIDLY FOLCLES,

(1) CIF 77 PROVIVL CaS AID 'LIO T3CCLT.

(2) C73 76.5 FROVIDD Tl S:0IT, MNGF AND LOZISTIC SUBrOBRT,

(3) CCiUBLACY (CTF 115) PROVIDZ SUFTORT A3 HEOULSTID.

(4) ARVE ARD V!N FORCLS IN LissZ TC FEOVIDE SUPFOLT A3 2L UBSTED
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C. ATTACIDENTS,
(1) UH1D DET
(2) EAVY HLLO LT
(3) ARVY LQa
(4) LLO R33Z
(5) K337 ADVISORS
2. FNI33ION. LAFDING FORCE, COMMENCING AT H & L-MOUR O D=DAY LAND ON THE LON
TUARH PENTESULA Y5 1150 AID COIDUCT SEALCH ATD D"”’T‘ROY CPERATIONS TO DESTHRGY VC
INSTALLATIONS ARD CAPTURT OR DESTROY VC PLESOIMTEL T THE LONG THAYH AREA. ON
OROZR ESTABLISH BATTALION \KD COMPANY BASLS Il SUIT.BLE AREA3 OF THE 2537 AlD
COIDUCT SEARCH AND DESTROY OFZRATION DESTRUY VC. IUSTALLATIONS 3D CAPTUEL OR.
DESTROY VG PERSOFIEL I THE SIHATIDIE OF T 46 TiOR, II! ORDER TO FACILIT.ATH
PAGIFICATION OF THIS CRITICAL ANDA ARD TC ASSIST IN LSTALLIAIING FOSTIVE Avn
CONTROL OViR VITAL SHIP CILUNTELS DETWEED 30@’{ CHINA 3EA AKD FOPT OF 3AIGCH.
3. LZECUTION R - '

A. COMCZPT OF OPN3: FOR ZA3E CF ccmmL AND COORDINATION THE 0352 HA3 BLiEN
ARBITRARILY DIVIDED IKTO 5IX iRELS BOUNOmD BY BLL JERINED GLOBAAFRIC.AL FRATURES.
THS3E AREAS HAVE BEEN GIVAN ALPHABZTICAL COUE IWES OF ALF4, FRAVO, CHOLIE;
DELTA, ECIO, I'D FOXTROT. AS DoPICTED O OPZRATION OVLRLAY I.3ULD SOFARATCLY.

THE R332 OPzR.TION I3 4 UNILLTERAL AMTTIFICUS OPSTATION ELFLOYING A RALALCED ViV.L
D LAIDING FORCE. IT WILL RE COMDUCTED IN TUO FHASES. Tib FIRST FUASE JILL EE
TO RTTACK AND SLIZE TUE LONG. THaLH PEIISULA BY HELIECRME AID au_u«ncﬂ A33AULT oML
TO CONDUCT 3EARCH LMD DESTROY OFERATIONS TN THIS ..ins FOE ABCUT 740 DAYS. OF
ORDZR PHASE IT ILL BZ THL ESTAELISHVGIT OF BATT.LION AID/OR CCLTANY BABES T7ITH
INFATTRY AND SUBFCSTING ARTILL.DY FEG WHIGHTO GOrDUCT EXTEFSTVE PATRCLS 1D

JEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATICHZ, A TACTIC.LL - IT SRAVAL BY ALL "ORCES JILL B
7.4LCUTED Ol ORD:R. : , T |
B. BIT 1/5.

(1) CORMEICING H AMD L~lICUR D-DAY, IALD BY 3URFACE 1D 'ELIC@P%,R lL,uo
OVLE BEACHES AMD ULZ'3 TN ARDA ALPA, SEIZE-LY CDJOTIVES 1, 2, 41D 3 '
(2) ON ORDLE BB PREPARED TO LalD DT SURF.ACE X HELICOMTER IN ARGAS BRAVO

ALD CHARLIE TO E3TaBELI3E BASES FROY “JHICH 70 CUIDUCT SE:JiC‘i Al ULDTR(‘Y OPMI’ xTI(,l 3

(3) SUBSEQUENTLY IE PREPARGD ON ORDER TO CONDUCT SiaiCl AlD DLSTRCY
CPrRATIONS IN ARLAS DELTA, IECHO, KOD FOITROT TITH PARTICUL.R i LHASIS 0L LY

CRJZOTIVE 9. e
(4) BE PROPARID TO COIDUCT A4 TACTICAL VITIDRAJAL OF O20uR.
C. Higs 362
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(1) PROV TRD LIFT, ANRTAL RECON, ABMN 3POT, TAG(i), TAO, RESUFFLY, KI'D LVAC
M3KS AS DIR, -
(2) BB PREPARED TO COIDUCT LEAFLAT DROP3 3T1 UTAMLCUSLY WITH ALL LANDINGS 43
DIT BY CIF. '
D. RECON DiT. BE PREPARED TCO CCIDUCT RZCGIEATSIALCE 43 DIRECTED BY FICOL ALD
SURVEIL ELEIGNT OF CATF. B N
. FIRs SUPT COCIDINATION II ACCORDAIGL rFTH ,nwm D, u—, AID H, FEF 4 ALD

d
R
L2
s
B

(1) CA3 AKD NOF OM CALL ¥ MINUS 15 mmza HLZ'3 iLD BuaCled TG BE FRBP
(2) ARTILLIRY BASES MILL ES USTAB.ISHED A3 IEC:
IV T RSSZ UITH OF CALL FISSTOLS. T
7. COORD IN3TR
(1) ON D-DAY Al 404 WILL TE T5T.B 45 FOL3:
(4) Tl R33Z BOUIDED BY F3 2546, TS 2575, X3 9085, ALD XS 9046 AT AL
ARC 25 1 TO SEAVARD FROM Y3 1C50, B
(B) REI3TRICTLD AIRSPACE UP TG 25,0CC FT.
(2) ALL OPX3 COMDUCTED TaW 1/P 22(4) Fi. 31-11 L¥i-6L,
(3) D-BAY 26MaAR, H-HR 0630H, L-HR 0645H H; TC BL CQUFIRMLD.
(4) V=HR A3 DIR TY CATF.
(5) RIOT CONTROL AGENTS CIP ALD GS omz} PIROV 7OR USE. AGENT DL (V0! ITIIG
AFaT) JILL LOT EE USZD MOR I33UZD. = e =
(6) PASSIORD AID COUNTHEZSION: o

PRIMARY ALTIRNATE
26MAR JULGLE JIN HAI'TY DAYS
27MAR ALLRICAN BEAUTY SHOET _3HORTER
28MAR JASHINGTOL ILVIFG BRUCE TAYIME
29HAR JOINT 3E3:I00 FO3T TIME
30EiR RAT FINK THIK DICG
31VAR GOOILY BIRD LI, JIM

(7) TREPCRT3 A3 CONTAIIED AMMIX U REF A.
(8) COUE FAME: JACK STAY
L. ADIIN AMD LOG.
4. AMNSL K TC REF 4 A3 MODIFIED BELOY
(1) BLT HSTAR TACLOZ AED I'C5 AMD LFY

(2) MiD ZVaC: EVAC CASUALTISS TC AH OR LFH A3 DIRLCTE: EVAC BY HELG PRER
(3) CIVIC ACTION~INCLUDE 115 TRE.TIIL Iz, IQ_BIILTL FCOD, A:D DUFYLI_JJ A3
PRACTICABLE, ) o T o
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B, FUELIC IIFO: 3EC ANNDX V REF 4.
5. CID atD COML~LLECT .
A. AFEEX N TO REF 4 A3 MODIFIED EBELC:
(1) BLT 1/5 BZ PREPAKED TO FHOVIDL RELAY Toal TG VUNG TAU AREL ON CROTE.
(2) DILETL FRu3UEICY 2675 ON CLF TAC IR 2.
(3) THE FOLLOWIG FRECURNCIES ARY CLEARED FCR LSE O PRC~26, 7O U°% al¥ GF
THESE FREQUBECIES WITH IR C-10 SERIL3, ADD 50 KC3 TO DL3ISLATED FRECUDICITS.

« PAGE 5

35.05 KC3 3673 2 E40
35.65 XC3 ~do- ~do= /%
35.45 NC3 ~do- ~do= T2
37.65 103 o= ~Jo=- M43
39.55 MC3 —do- - do- LA,
L0,05 1.C3 ~do- ~1o= w45
42455 ¥C3 ~do- ~do- b
4355 103 ~dom b= 4T
LL.95 LGS ~do~ ~do~ 148
L5.35 103 ~do~ ~do- 149
L5.95 MC3 ~do~- ~do=- 150
L6.85 1C3 ~do- ~d0o- 1551
56,55 ¥C3 ~d O —do=- 52
57.05 }MC3 —do- —do- 1453
58.75 MC3 ~Go- ~do~ M5L
59.95 HC3 ~do- —do~- 155
61.55 103 ~do- 0w 156
62.75 NG5 ~do= ~Jlo~ 157

6L .45 MC3 —do- ~do~ 1158
56.15 NC3 ~do- ~do~ =59

(4) Mi2a 4690 (P) 343J NGF CORTROL
121 355C (4) SFOT 2aT
B. CMD FO3T3 a
(1) AFLOAT L

CTG 79.5 U35 PRINCETON

CIG 76.5 US3 FRIFCZTON

BLT 1/5 U35 PRINCITON

M 362 USS PRINCITON

() A3HORE
ELT 1/5 RPT CP LOC 1Tl Ti3T4B
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C. PEL BeTWuiN CORUSMACV ALD SEVEETHFLT UNT™S T4 MILAF Fallad 30278 AID 30279
WIT! COMUSM:CV a3 SPTD CMDR. -
D. CALL SIGN3 (ADDL TO APP II TO ANIED N OF IEF 4).
(1) PRINCZTCI — EULLHORN
(2) FICKAUAY — KEYBROUK ZOLF
(3) ALAHO - DITTYROX ALF: =
(4) DD -
(5) MIRRICK - CALISIAFT UZBEC -
E. N3F 3UPT FREG3 AS PZR AITHX G REF A,
F. VI3UAL COM: PCR ANNEX N REF A. o
6. LiNDI'3 PLAN IN ACCORDAICE ITH ANFEL I IZF A. PLT ¥ILL FLIPARE FECES3ARY DETATL.D
PLAK,
7. AIR OPYRATIONS. T -
A. REF PT3 LKD CONT PT3
(1) 3R RWF PT: Cak GIO - Y3 163518
(2) A/C LI'TRY aMND EXIT DT SUE 290 DEGREES PRINCITOL TACAL 8 M.
(3) HELO AVES BREAE-UP alD FIMDEZVCUS PT PAEIGACOLA; 360 DIGRIES PRINC_TOL.
TACAI 4 MM, B T ' '
() L0 FANETIATICH PT: TALFA YS 167513
ILILO PENETEATION PT: Sal’ DIESO X3 938576
IZiL0 PENGTRATION PP: JFRL3NO I3 060707
B. HLZ3. PRI 3PARROY Y3 TL3514  TRI KCRIL ¥5 113503

ALT HAWK Y3 146504 ALT CADRDIIIAL YJ5 124505
C. EAV AIDS U35 FRINCITOW TiCAN: CH 5 IDEET I3 3F
. PHRIMARY 3SAR 3HIP I3 U353 PRIGCETCH T '

B. H2LO APPROACH AMND ERTIRLIENT LANE
(1) FLORIDAL '
PEY3ACOLY TO TAlPA .
TAMPA TO SPAT04 (272 DEGREZS, 1.3 i)
TAMFA PO NOBIE (264 DIGRELS, 3.2 TM)
(2) CALIFORNIA e
PEI'A3COLA TO FRIZCO (Y3 0546) TO GAEL:AD (9357) 314 JiFwis 9.2 M4 70
103 ALGELES (X5 9169) 350 DLGREES 6.8 T TO OCEANSIDL 070 LORELS 2.6 ¥i TO FRE3I0,
8. ‘ITHDRAUAL. o - I -
Ao CIF O CATF 3LF JILL CCIDUCT TiC WITHORAWAL BY SURFACE 1D ELO LLALS *RUL

J.‘JDI“lLlT-L‘L) BLIC‘E:) 111\“.) D f‘\\* L.LJ'.JL) ﬂLr}‘ 3 TU t;..uv H.)J.LI‘.Lu_) AhuL Ib DHTLI I

2o DiTalliD JITHDRAWAL PLAN JILL BE DiVElLOFED DY GLT.
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C. J=HOUR WILL BE DESIG BY CATF AID COMFIAM-SD IN DV TO EXTHIT FEASIDLE.
9. HXACT DLFINITION OF ACA AIR3PACE 3TILL ULOER DISCUSSICI. TUIS JIRECTIVE T-5UED
TG FACILIT.TE THE COMPLITICH OF SUPPCRTING FLANS. NODIFIC.TICHS A3 -ieUTReD MILL T

I35U5D ASAP, =
10, THI3 M3T DOVNCRADZD TO 3iCRT ON D-DAY. - -
Gl
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o . HEADQUARTERS .

Special Landing Force
SECRET USS Princeton (LPH-5)

FPO San Francisco 96601

From; Commander
Tos Commander Task Force 79

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation Jack Stay

Encl: (1) Subject Report o

1. Enclosure (1) is hereby forwarded,

Jo Re BURNETT
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Enclosure (1)s COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT, OPERATION JACK STAY

1, Operation Jack Stay was an amphibious operation combining surfaceborne
and heloborne assault forces, It was conducted in accordance with NWP=22(4),

2, Operation Jack Stay was conducted in the Rung Sat Special Zone, a marshy,
mangrove swamp soubh of Saigon; Vietnam, The operation commenced with the
landing of assault forces on the Long Thanh Peninsula on 26 March 1966 and
terminated on € April 1966 with the withdrawal of all forces back bo assigned
shipping, o

3o Command headquarters for this amphibious operation was located aboard the
USS Princeton (LPH=5),

4o Task Organization.

Landing Force (TG 79,5) Csl BURNETT
Landing Force Headquarters Col BURNETT
HMM=362, Lt Col ALDWORT:
BLT 1/5 LtCol COFFMAN

4th RVNMC Bn (D plus 9 to end of opn)
5th RVNMC Bn (D plus 7 te end of opn)

5, Intelligence,

a. The Rung Sat Special Zere is a densely covered mangrove swamp area of
approximately four hundred square miles, The native population is approximately
15,000, all of whom live in one of nine villages which are located on the rela=
tively few dry islands in the-area, Nc roads exis%, All movement is restricted
to the use of the extensive waterway system, Streams and rivers are shalloew,
narrow, and winding. Dense vegetation severely limits access to interior areas,
Extensive flooding at high tide impedes the movement of foot troops, even when
they are able to clear paths through the vegetation, Sea approaches to the RSSZ
are limited to shallow water or the few relatively deep channels forming the main .
shipping route up river tc Salgen, Although several VC installabions have been
identified, the RSSZ is primarily a transient ares for them with several excep~
tions, Their organization and strength varies considerably from day to day.
Bunkers; ammunition and gun factories, caches, and VC urits of company size are
known to be based in the zone, It is also believed that VC engineer units were
operating in the area on a regular basis in an attempt to block the shipping
charmel to Saigon. During late February and early March, several instances of
VG attacks on shipping in the channel ware experienced,

b. Enemy activity, rzconnaigsance sighting, captured prisoners, interroga=-
tion and agent reports, had tended to confirm the presence of the below listed
enemy and enemy installations in the Rung Sat Special Zone prior to the commence-
ment of Operation Jack Stay,

DESCRIPT.ION ' GRID SQUARE COORDINATES

VC hospital and training facility XS 9461, 9462, 9463, 9561, 9562, 9563

VC small arms, watermine complex - X5 9660, 9661, 9662 , , ,

Support facilities for VC 225 EngrBn XS 9760, 9761, 9762, 9860, 9861, 9862

V€ base camplex of lstBn 56Regh ' X5 9764, 9765, 9766, 986L, 9865, 9866

VC EngrCo and G5l Co ¥S Ol71, 0172, 0173, 0271, 0272, 0273

VC Co C-138 A TS 0747, O7h8, O749, 0847, 0848, 0849,
0948, 0949, 0950, 1048, 1049

VC Co 138 plus Loecal Force Platoon Y5 1149, 1150, 1249, 1250, 1350, 1351,
1450, 1451

Enclosure (1)
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VG Co 308 and one 1’ Force Platoon Y8 0857, o&o&;eﬂ 0957, 0958, 0959
VC Platoon ’ ¥S 0672, 0673, 067k, 0772, 0773, O77L

€, No substantial contact with elements listed above was made, The
hospital, aid stations, arms and watermine factory were destroyed, BEvidence
that units had been in the above areas was found; however, there was no posi-
tive identification of above units,

6, Mission, As directed by COMSEVENIHFLT message 2011347 March (initiating
directive}, the mission of the Landing Force was to Yconduct an amphibious
operation in the Rung Sat Spseial Zone of South Vietnam to locate and destroy
Viet Cong forces and base areas in order to asslist in establishing positive
RVN control over the vital ship chamnels between the South China Sea and the
port of Saigon.™

7. Conecept of Operations, Operation Jack Stay was to be an unilaterasl amphib=-
ious operation conducted by the ARG/SLF, augmented by certain non=organic forces
and equipment, The opsration was scheduled to last about ten days and was to be
conducted in two phases, Phase I encompassed the heloborne and surfaceborne
assault of the Long Thanh Peninsula (XS 055472 = XS 167518) in order to conduct
search and destrcy operations and secure an aréa suitable for a base camp from
which subsequent operations could be initiated, Phase II encompassed the exten—
sive search and destroy operations throughout the RSSZ in an attempt te locate,
fix and destroy VC forces, training areas, small arms and wabermine factories,
medical facilities, and other logistics installations,

8, Execution,
8o D-Day = 26 March 19éé « The provisional company of the BLT landed over

Hed Beach in the viscinity of Dong Hoa on the Long Thanh Peninsula at O715H,

1C" Company was landed by helicopter in Landing Zone Sparrow at O0720H, UH-1Ets
made a leaflet drop at L-Hour., A% 08204, naval gunfire and close air support
alreraft prepared Landing Zone Robin pricr %o the landing of the remainder of the
BLT. "A" Company secured 1Z Reobin and established defensive positions at 0940H,
"D Company, upon landing in 1Z Rehin, woved west to 1ink up with the provisional
company which had landed over Red Beach. They conducted search and destroy oper=
ations aleng their path, The BLT Commard Group landed in LZ Robin st 1025H,
followed by "B* Company at 1100H, B" Company attacked east from the LZ to link
up with ?C" Company in the vieinity of 1Z Sparrow, The provisional company and
"0 Company had set up blocking pesitions upon larding, The 105mm Howitzer Bate
tery was landed at 1700H at high tide at Red Beach, Prior to darkness, surveil-
Jance teams composed of Marines from reconnalssance elements of the BLT, and
Navy men from UDT and SEAL “.cams were placed in positions north of the BLT posi-
tions to detect and prevent exfiltraiion and to provide intelligence, Coordina=
tlon of naval gunfire support passed ashore to the BLT FSCC at 1658H, During

the day; close air support aircraft from SeventhFlt carriers pounded suspected

VC concentrations throughour the AQA, By dusk, Landing Force elements ashore

had consclidated their gains and established night defersive positions, The
Battalion CP was located at ¥S 1311503 in the viginity of 1LZ Robin, . "A® Company
was at ¥YS 109503, ¥©B® Company wag at YS 131503, #(Q* Jompany was at YS 143513,
“D" Company had secursd Larmding Force ObJective 2 and established defensive
pesitions from YS 100493 to ¥S 071470, The Howtar Battery position was at YS
117503, The provisional company and the 10%mm Howitgzer Battery were located

from YS 070402 to ¥S 071470, AlL units established ambushes and patrols through-
out their areas. Enemy action throughout the day had been limited to small arms
fire and harassment., One friendly KIA was sustained from gniper fire, Six

=D

SECRET Enclosure (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

: SECRETqyy .

friendly WIA's were sustained when a mine gxploded in the middle of the "B"
Company column as i% advanced towards L7 Sparrow, Enginesrs destroyed booby
traps, .50 cal ammunition, one VC beat, and a tunnel in the vieinity of 1LZ
Robin, "C¥ Company sustained two KIA's from an eneny grenade thrown into their
position during the night, Total sagualties for the day: USMC; 3 KIA, 8 WIAg
39 heat casualties; 3 non=hattle casualties,

b, D plus 1 = 27 Marsh 1966 - Spesial surieillance teams were extracted at
dawn., "B" and "D" Companies contimued their advanceé to link up with blocking
forces to east and west on the Long Thanh Peninsula. By the end of the day both
link-ups had teen accomplished with negligibie sontact being made, "D* Company
secured Landing Foree Objective 3, The provisicnal sompany and the 105mm Howite
zer Battery wers helo=lifted w2 IZ Rebin feom Red Beach, "B" Company was helo-
lifted from LZ Sparrcw to IZ Robin, BAY Company was lifted from LZ Robin to Red
Beach, "C" Cempany was Lifted from ILZ Sparrow to Red Beash, “A® and "C" Compan=
les embarked on LST, Washce County, frem Hed Beazh at 2000H, Units remaining
ashore established patrols and ambushes throughour the area during the hours of
darkness, Ariillery and naval gunfire fired numerous haraszsing and interdiction
missicns throughou: the night az V7 sonbtinmued harassment and attempted to infil-
trabe friendly positions,

e a——

¢ D plue 2 ~ 28 March 1966 ~ FPhase IT of the cperation commenced at O9OOH
with the Arelight strike on Landing Ferce Objective 4o Zubsequently, "A" and

"C" Gompanies landed over Biue Beach at 90955H and cemmenced moving into the obe
Jective area. With "BY Cumpany remaining in the vieinity of the Battalion CP at
1Z Rcbing, "D* Company was lifted to 1Z Blackbird in Landing Force Objective 9A,
The provisional company {minus two platocns) and the 107mm Howtap Battery were
helo=lifted to IZ Bluejay in the vizinity os XS 937587 to provide supporting fires
for the companies advancing into Landing Foree Objective 4, Two platoons of the
provisional company remained at L7 Robin to provide sgsurity for the Battalion CP,
The 105mm Hewitzer Bat*ery remained in the vieinity of 17 Robin to support "D"
Company. Throughow: ths day, "&%, "G, and "D" Lompanies conducted search and
clear operations in their assignel zones, advancing slswly through the dense veg-
etation and waist deep water, Only light contact was made with the VC, The VC
continued to attempt to exfiltrate the areas, leaving orly token resistance
behind to harass advancing companies, At dusk, all unite established night defen-
give positions and established ambushes

“shed ambushes end patzgle in thelr vicinity. Artillery
“and raval gunfire conducled harassing and interdichtion fires throughout the night
on suspected VC positicns amd routes of exfiltration, (Marine recon/surveillance
team engaged VG in firefight killing wwa, and wounding twc). "D¥ Company received
one incoming high explosive round which killed one and wounded five marines,

do D plus 3 = 29 March 194¢ = At OBL5H; the Battalion CP was helco=lifted .
from LZ Robin to LZ Crow %n the visinity of X8 963704, Subsequently "D" Company
was lifted from IZ Blackbird to LZ Grow, MBY Company, the 105mn Howitzer Battery
and the two remaining platocns of the provisional company were then 1ifted from
172 Robin to 1LZ Crow., “A" and “C" Companies con“inued their search and clear
operations in the vicinity of Landing Frrce Objestive L, Navy/Marine civiec action
team provided medicai and dental cave to the villagers in Can Gio on the Long

Thanh Peninsula and distribubed Hardolasp materials, At dusk, ail units estabe
lished night defensive positions and sent out patrols and ambushes, Artillery
and naval gunfire again condusted H & I fires on suspected VG positicns and ex-~
filtration routes, o -

e D plus 4 = 30 March 1966 - “A" and "C" Sompanies completed ssarch and
destroy cperations in Landing Force Objective L as the remainder of the BLT estab-
lished a combat base in the vicinity of LZ Crow, Navy/Marine civic acbion team
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provided medical and dental care to villagers in Ly Fhon (vie XS 9358), Com-
bined surveillance teams were insertsd at likely exfiltration sites at dusk,
Ambushes and patrols were set oab, "A® Company ambushed a VC junk in the
vieinity of XS 955634, killing & VG and recovering one U,S, 1917 Springfield
rifle and documents, "' Company also ambushed a VO junk, killing four VG

ard capturing documents ard clothing. The provisional companv ambushed an est-
imated VC squad east of IZ Bluejay in the vieindty of XS 947582 with an esti~
mated 12 VC KIA and &4 VG WIA, The Howbar Battery provided fires in support of
this ambush., Artillery and naval gunfire agaln conducted H & I fires through-
out the AOA. VC activity during the night was limited to sniper fire and grene
ades thrown at frontilne positions,

f. D plus 5 = 31 March 1966 ~ “A" and "C* Companies were withdrawn from
vicinity of Landing Ferze Objective 4 by LOM-4 via the Soi Rap River, 'B"
and "D¥ Companies moved from L7 Crow to vicinity of Landing Force Objective 5
by LCM~ tc commence search and destroy operaticns, They landed in the viein-
ity of XS 976604 at 09484, Upen landing thsy discovered that the area containe
ed VG bunkers and met no initial enemy rasistance. However during the day
contact was made by both companies which resulted in 24 VC killed, . By dusk,
"B" Company had advenced to positions in the vleinity of XS 975618 to XS 978618,
"D Company had advanced to XS 980616 ~ XS 983416, D" Gompany discovered a
large, camouflaged V2 village with bunkers and & tumnel network and machinery
caches, They found and commenced destroying an arms factory which contained
18 carbines (U.S. make) and over 1,700 grenadee, "B" Company also discovered
and began destroying caves, tunnels, and an arms factcry, The Navy/Marine civic
action team visited Quang Xuyen village, All inite set out ambushes and patrols
in thelr areas during the night, Artiliery and naval gunfire fired H & I missions
throughout the night. One Marine from "D' Company was killed by sniper fire,

go D plus & « L April 1966 = "BY aad "D' Sompanies continued their advance
through Larding Force Objestive & unsovering additional V0 installations, "A"
and "C" Companies commenced advanse south from LZ Orow into Landing Force Objec~-
tive 6. All units contimued teo diszover extensive V base areas as they advanced,
All installations were destroyed before contimuing the advance, Dense vegeta=
tion and swanmpy terraln continued to slew movemeni. A dusk, the provisional
company (minus) and the 107mn Howtars were providing support from LZ Bluejay to
advancing units, The Battalion OP, the 105mm Howitzer Battery, the 8lmm mortars,
and two platcons of the provisional company remained in LZ Crow. AN Company
was located in the vieinlty of XS 974683 = XS 983484, "B Company was locabed
in the vielnity of XS 987628 = XS 995627, #CM Company was lecated in the viein~
ity of XS 966680 - X3 974680, "DY Company was located in bhe vicinity of XS
980629 - 985628, MM 362 liffed additional demclition materials into Landing
Force Objective 5 tc destroy VG installations, AlL units seb out patrols and
ambushes during the night as the artillery and naval gunfire combinued H & I
fires, N

ho D plus 7 = 2 April 1966 « BAT and “C" Companies contirmed their attack

to the south into Landing Force Objestive 6, "B% and D" Companies continued
their attack to the north into Landing Force Objective 5, ALl companies contin-
ued te uncover and destroy numerous VG installations of various sizes, Civic
action teams distributed wouden ammunition boxes to villagers in Quang Xuyen,
The 5th RVNMO Battaliorn landed in Tam Hiep Thom fvieinity YS 0671) ard conducted
search and clear operations, Aftar screening viliagers, they reported that
there was no known VO activity in the viilage, By nightfall, "A" Company had
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advanced t¢ vieinity of X5 957681, ¥B" Company had advanced to vieinity of

XS 985647, ¥C" Company had advanced to vieinity of XS 959684, "D" Company

had advanced to vicinity of XS 969541, Again, ambushes and patrcls were set
out by all units and the artillery and naval gunfire provided H & I fires in
suspected VC positions and likely avenues of exfiltration,

e, D plug 8 = 3 April 1966 - #A% and "C" Companies continued attacking
to the south inte landing Foree Objestive 6, "B* and "D Companies continued
attacking to the northwes! inbo the scuthern portion of Landing Force Objec~
tive 6, Search and desiroy operations were continued as the companies discov-
ered a VO base camp, a medical facility, and additional srms manufacturing
sites and water mine facteries, Medical supplies, water mines, Russian 7.,62mm
ammo and 300 pounds of gunfire were deshroyed, Marine recon elements searched
the lower reaches of Ly Nhon Peruinsila with negative results, The 5th RVNMC
Battalion continued sweeping in thelr assigned zone., No opposition was en-
countered and no significant VO installations wers uncovered, Marine units
as dusk were located as follews: CP - XS 96370L; "A" = XS 957668; "B" = XS 964
6555 10" « X3 957675y "D - XS 936455 Prov Co - XS 9365855 105mm How Btry -~
XS 96370k; 107mm Howhar Biry « XS 936585, ALT units set out patrols and am-
bushes, Artillery units fired H & I missione, "C* Cempany began to enlarge
the laending site in the vicinity of the V0 medical installation in order that
additional engizeers ard demolitions cculd be helo-lifted into the area,

Jo D plus 9 - & April 1966 = The Lth RVNMC Battalion was helo-lifted into
the Long Thanh Peninzula at O700H preceded by air and naval gunfire preparas
tiom, "A®, "B, and "D Companies were moved by LOM from posifions along the
Vam 3at to LZ Crow. "0 Oompany and englneers continued the destruetion of the
VC installaticns, The 5th RVNMC Baltalion completed the search and clear oper-
ablon within the area encompassed by Y3 124700 ~ 145695 - 122666 - 164673 at

L50CH, The Batialion CF, the 105mm Hewifzer Batbery, and AW, WB%  and wp¢
Companies remained in the visiniy of LZ Crow during the night. "C" Company
remained in the vicinity of the VG medical installation, The 4th RVNMC Battalion
established night cefensive pesitions on the Long Thanh Peninsula and the 5th
RVNMC Batta:icn returned t¢ their CP arsa at Tam Hiep Thon, During the night

"G Cempany ambushed & VC sampan and killed four VG. VS activity against friend-
ly units continued te be limited to enipsr fire and other harassing activity.

ke D plus i0 - 5 Aprii 1566 - wa7 vpi) amd "Dt Companies moved by LCM to
positions along the Rach La River, From these pssitions they commenced search
and destroy operabicns in Larding Force Objestive 7 ab approximately 1000H, As
they moved teward the Long Tau River they encountered little VG resistance, The
provisional company minus two platoons and the Howbar Battery were backloaded to
the Princeton (LPH), and the Alame (L3D), "(7 Company completed destruction of
the large VC installation and was nele=lifted to IZ Urow to act as the battalion
reserve for the searsh and desticy ops being conducted by the other three come
panies, Artillery amd 8lmm mertars fired preparation firee and H & I fires in
support of the operations in Landing Force Cbjestive 7, The 4th RVNMC Battalion
wag withdrawn by helisepter to Tung Tauw at 1500H, Twe Marines froem WBY Company
reported missing in action were beiievéd drowned while crossing river (vieinity
YS 013733), Bodies were not recovered, AL dusk, the Bat+alion CP anl the 105mm
Howitzer Battery remaired in the vicinity of 1LZ Crow, togebther with "(Cn Company
and twe platoons of the provisional company providing security, UAW Company wag
lceated at TS 026707. "BY Company was located at IS OI474L5. "D® Company was
located in the viainity of ¥S 033705, 7The 105mm Howitzer Battery continued H &
I fires throughcut the night, ALL units established night defensive positions
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and set oub ambuskes ard patrolsz,

1., D plus 1. - & April 1945 '3A‘? "B", and "D* Companies were withdrawn
from the banks of the Lolb Tau Qver by LCM and taken directly to the two L3T!s,
The Bavtalion CP group, and #C" Cumpany were helc-lifted from LZ Crow to the
LPH. The provisicnal company wae disbanded and persornel reverted to control
of their paremt o ganizatio*q'so Later in the day, "A"%, ¥B"; apd "D" Companies
were moved to Yung Tau by the Washoe amd Henry wu‘ﬁ'!e@ '*A Company was put
ashore and hel:o-lifted to the LPH, fB% and D# Companies tranafered from the
IST to the USS Pickaway, The 105mm Howitzer Battery embarked on the Henry
County and moved to Vung Taw where they were transfered to the LsD,

m, D plus 12 = 7 April 1966 ~ Remaining perscnusl and equipment of the
BIT who were in Vung Tau were transfered to the appropriate ARG ship, PRC-25
radios borrowed from CTF 1i5 returned at Vung Tau, The SIF made preparations
to get underwey, . o -

9. Results, ) . o E
8o Casuvalties.

UeSe Kla = 53 WIA = 243 MIL = 2 (presum_a@ drowned)s Captured - 0,
VC KIA = £73; K.LA (possible) ~ 8Ly WIA - 53 WIA \possxble) « 63 Captured - O

b, Egulpmert Or Inetallations Captured Of Few sroyed {Summary ),

(1) S/A weapons (rifies, carbines, shotguns) « 24

(2) Hand grenades - 1,520

(3\ Rifle grensdes LvO

(L) Edum Morhs,r rounds -~ 5%

(5) Vi campeire Ly

{6) Arws fasiories - 2 o

g7) Hubz - 3 B

(3) DBuukers - 270

(S) Hospitals/Aid stations = 2

(19) 8/8 ammo {7.62rm) = 60,700 rounds ples

{11) Med suppiiss; vitami ne rorpnine, bandages, other medications and
surgical Jﬂsf“umenvsy poasma, ical buiks

\.J..ﬂ-) Land mines = 4&1

l?v) Water mines = 137

f (1L} Mine masufacturing supplies and equipment ; gunpowder; mine casings,
detonatons manifacturing instrociions , o

{15} Marmfacturing e%\upnﬂ‘n* = anvii ha. k saws, wachers, hammers, grind-
ing stones, brazing torches, pi istone, 1j ac euyl_uLe tanks, teol kits, metal stock,
drill press, etc, ' - '
(1€} Rice - apprax 2,200 lbs -

vy
(277 Sampens - 4
(18) Water Suppiies - approx 800 gals B
(19 Clo*l dng and personal supplies - approx 200 pr pajamas, shorts, packs,
penchosy approx 70 hma&ks "

(20) 55 gal drums ard 55 gals j;gm» 27 some with dlesel oil
{21) Dzcuments: numerous propaganda document s, bulletins, rosters, dia-
grams, ebtc, (Sent to J»adJLf&CV) -

(22) Misc = fishing gear, water jugs, pgin‘tg personal items,

(23) &lmm Mortar base plates = 2
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10, Commanderfs Analysis, fﬁis analysis is concerned with those matters at
the Special Landing Forcs level, A report on problems encountered and lessons
.; "

learned ab the Bafttfalion arg Squadron level will be submitted in separate sub-
sequent enclosurss, ) L : . :

a. Flapning, Planning for Operation Jack Stay was initiated at prelimi~
nary planning conference. held in Saigon 9-11 March 1966 and attended by repree-
sentatives of the Landing Force, the BLT, the Amphibious Task Force, as well as
representatives from COMUSMACY, CTF 115 was designated as COMUSMACV's point-
cf-contact fox all matters relating to subsequent ARG/SLF in=country require~
ments and 1imison., Aerial recennaissance was madz of the RS5Z. Maps and photos
were obtained, and lialson was made with advisors located in the zone, Planning
progressed rapidly and subsequently lozistic liaison was aggomplished by Landing
Force representatives with the iogistic agencies at Saigon and Vung Tau., Plan-
ning further took ints comsideration the need for a heavy 1ift helo capable of
lifting the 105mm Howitzer, in order to ensure a rapid and timely displacement
of the 105mm battery in as much as aerial delivery was the only psssible meana
in some situationz. In additisn the need for armed UH-lk's for control, obser~
vation, and protecticn of exbensive river operations and many solely hslo op-
srations was evident, These were requested from CTF 79, and subsequently two
Marine CH=-46's and two Marine UH~1E's were assigned ts the SIF from ITI MAF
resources, As planving developed, it besame apparent that the operation could
be considered in the same light as an extended Batten Down operation, Since a
published operation crder existed {CTG 79.5 Oprd 328-£6), it was decided to use
this order as the basis document and publish a “Frag Order’ for the Rung Sab
Special Zune, The SLI shairl and iz ARG & aff, cordusied clese, concurrent and
detailed planning and, as a resull, the Frag Orders of both complemented each
other. RSSZ was arbitrarily divided snlo six areas bounded by well defined geo=
graphical features and Lanling Ferze Objestives icuated within these areas, Ope
eralions subsequent %o rie expl.itablon of the Arzlight strike were planned daily

and frag crders promuigated to all concerned, —in a’l cases the two staffs were
able to complete the detailed planninz and issue the nzcessary orders for timely
and efficient execution., No preblems wsre encountered that were nob within the
capability of the ARG/SIF to acsompliish,

b, Command Belationships, The RESZ cperation wae iritially designed to be
a unilateral amphibicus cperation; however, as the operavion unfolded the RVN,
indicated a desire to participats and requested that first one and then two VN
Marine Battalicns be included. Appripriatc

EVN staff officers and advisors and
their counterperts wsre sent to the flagship to dsvelop the concept of operatious
and 1o prepare the nacessary Coocrdinating ingtrustions, The 4ih and 5th RVIMC
Battalions were given arzaz of cperation that would be separate and non-inter=
fering with the U, &, Marine Corpe cperations but would be mutually supporting.,
The command relationship agrzed upon provided that the “wo RVINMC Babtalions

were a part of the Landing Foros and were zonsidered as under the soordination
control of the Landing Force, This was reflested as such in the Frag Order
issued by the Landing Furce prior to comitimert of the RVNMC Battalions, Mise

sion type orders wers assigned tc BotH Battalions By The vormander, Landing Force,

and the dstails of the execution were left to the discretion of the RVNMC Bat-
lation Commarder, The fact tha® the RVN partisipated in such farce and under the

CATF/GLF is considered mest significant, There were nc major problems encountered;
however; the necessity of maintaining close liaison beszame readily apparent, Al=-
though the VNMC Batialiors were assigned a specific agreed upon TAORs to operate
withing one batialion, the 5%h, nevertheless, on the second day of its employ-
ment operated in another arsa without the approval or cognizance of the Landing
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Force Commarder, This did not adversely affect landing Force operations being
conducted at that time; however; if could have had serious results if not
detected, In & combined operation iwvolving VIMO forces it is considered that
exchange of liaison officers is mandatory and that these officers have complete
information and urderstanding of their units! plan, It is axlomatic that the
overall commander must be kept informed of all operations being conducted within
his area of responsibility in order that he may properly plan and coordinate all
aspects of the operation,

¢o Geographical Problems. Initially the RSSZ was looked upen a8 an imprege
nable jungle where the VC had complete freedom, As the operation unfolded it
became apparent that the Navy/Marine Corps team had, with little augmentation,
the material, know how, and will to fight the VC in his sanctuary and on his
terms. The troops learned quickly how to live in the Jungle, move through the
swamp, and how to effectively ambush the V2, The long shallow water approaches
that plagued the ARG/SLF in the IV Corps Tactical Zome in Batten Down planning
were found to be over—emphasized, The helizopter was developed for deep pene-
trations and was used mcst effectively in this operation. <hallow draft ships
and additional armed landing craft were brought into the Task Force and they
more than proved their worth in their ability te act asg flcating hotels,; mother
ships, and at times as direct and indirect fire support ship; the landing craft
carried the troops in combat river penetrations.,

do Use of Reconmaissamce Persomnel. Upon examinatioa of the RSSZ and its
many waterways, it became apparent that a means of detecting amd preventing ex-
filtration as well as locabing the enemy was going to be a major problem, After
analysing the assets available ¢ the Task Force it was decided to group the
Marine reccnnaissance psrsonvel, the SEALS and The UDT persomnel into a Recon-
nailssance and Surveillanze element of the ATF, These forces were then to be
used in much the same mamner ag in advance force operations, directly under the
CATF, They were positioned abcard the LPD (U35 WEI3S) from which they were in-
serted and retracted by means of landing crafty; rubber boab, and plastic boats
into those areas within'the AOA which were believed to be the mosh probable routes
of VG acvivity or egress, The density of the terrain dictated that these teams
be inserted at or near river mouths and streams where observation could be main-
tained. This grecup did provide information of VQ movement and additionally
these units succeeded in killing several VG,

e. JIntelligence,

(1} The intelligence materials and infermation furnished by CIF 115
were accurate, The analysis of the eneny’s probable courses of action were cor-

ErTY

rech. Ih was never ascertained what particular units were encountered by the
battalion; however, enemy perscnnel wers contacted in locations where indentified
units had been plotted. Weather was typical for the period with the exception

of a very untimely thunderstorm on DeDay which postpored the operation for ap~
proximately one hour, Terrain was adequately described.

(2) Aerial photography 125,000 ssale and 1:2%,000 scale was extremely
useful and was outstarding throughout Lhe operation for planning, The special
study of the Rung Sat Spevial Zene proved very useful.

(3) The target folder that was %o be provided by CTF 115 did not mater-
ialize in the form of a target folder, but rather in information such as overlays,

photo mosaics, and tide tables, at differsnt intervals prior to the operation,
The materials as provided were adequate and well prepared,

(4) Side looking Airborne Radar (SLAR) and Infra Ref "Red Haze" (IR)
missions were flown nightly, when possible, by the 73rd Army Aviation Comparny
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from Vung Tau and reports were delivered daily. The reports were instrumental
in pinpointing areas of intersst and determining presence of activity follow-
ing strikes by alrcraft and naval gunfire,

f. Helicopter Operations. During Operation Jack Stay, helisopter support
was provided by HMM 362 auguented by detachments from VMO-2 and HEMM 164, To-
gether with the armed landing craft the helicopters were the primary assault
vehicles during thls operation., In addition to vertical assault, 24 hour med-
evas aircraft were utilized and resupply, reconnaissance; administrative, and
liaison comuitments were accomplished, The lack of acceptable LZ's in the Rung
Sat area was most evident and in many cases, resupply insertions and retractions
had to be accomplished by hoish because of the dense mangrove ¢anopy. In some
instances these hoist operations were to and frcm the plastic assault boats
which accompanied the troops on the river operations, These 1ifts included both
perscnnel and material, This yge of employmeni did, to a certain degree, restrict
the load capability of the hellicpters with a zorresponding inecrease in time to

accomplish lifts, . . L B ,_

8o Supporing Arms, Generally, the terrain and its limiting effects on
observation was the key factor affesting the employment of all supporting arms,
Control of all arms was mostly limized to an airborne controller (TAO or TAC(A))
and proved to be effestive. BLT 1/5 was provided artillery support by D=2-11
and Howhars=-2-1l., The suppert included day and night H & I fires, HLZ and beach
preps, and cn-call missions, The 105 Battery was initially landed by LCU and
later re~located by CH-4C hellzopter while the Howtars in all instances were
displaced by helicopter, Fire missions were ocassionally controlled by FOts,
when the terrain permitted, and by TAO's, with coordination provided by the F3CC
ashore, Naval Gunfire Support was provided by one 5%54 destroyer (USS Robison)
and L3T's on river operations, Missions fired included day and night H & Tts,
HLZ ard beach preps, on~call mieslone, and river bank neutralization fires, with
all observed missions comtrclled by a TAQ., Control remained afloat with SACC.
Alr support included CAS, trocp transport, logistical resupply, reconnaissance,
and gunfire control and was provided by carrier attack aircraft, IMM 362, a CH46
detachment frcm HMM 164, and a detachment of UH-1E's from VMO=2, Additional sup=
port on an as requested basis was provided for landing craft on river operations
by Air Force FAC's, 3LAR/IR aircraft, and CH 47's, Air strikes were conducted
primarily by TAC(A)'s and vomircl of air remaimed aflcat with the TAGC throughout
the operation, -

he B=J2 Strikes. A greai deal of stress was placed on B-52 strikes during
the planning phase for Operaticn Jack Stay, Initially it appeared that the
Landing Force schewe of meneuver must be based on the time and place of B=52
strikes promigated by CTF 115, Alter an exchange of messages; between COMUSMACY,
CTF 115, GOMSEVENTHFLT; and subardinate 7th Fleeh commands, i% was dehermined
that the strike would be conducted cn D piues 2 and would be exploited by the
landing Force, It is considered a basic prineiple that all supporting fires are
baged on and conducted to support the scheme of maneuver, not the converse, The
planning for the B-52 strike did wct at any time take the Landing Force scheme
of maneuver into ccnsideratiorm, The actual exploitation was nob the classic
maneuver when considered in terms of a rapid mdvemeat to vhe target area and
timely exploitation. lack of HLZ's in or near the target area made it necessary
to iand the exploiting force by landing craft near the area and move by foot
through extremely diffisult terrain before reaching the designated ares, Al-
though it is recognized that the B-52's are normaliy a highly effective and
destructive weapons system, their employment must ve measured in terms of the
nsture of the target to be attacked; the effect on ground operations being con=-

ducted and the capability of the Landing Force to accomplish rapid exploitation,
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i, Communicaticns.

(1) Ship to shore communications were maintained between the Commander

Landing Force and the BLT on the CLF Tac 1, a FM circuit and CLF Tac 2, a HF
circuit., Communications were hampered by the necessity for the LPH to operate
10=15 miles from vhe beach because of hydrographic conditions. A relay station was
established on Vung Tau about 8 miles SW of the RSSZ on D=l to offset the
changing distances involved, During the operatior commmnications on the GLF
Tac 1 net was maintained thru the relay station utilizing a PRC=25 in the BLT
CF and the relay station, and an RT 68 aboard ths LPH, OLF Tac 2 was a direct
circuit between CLF and BLT utilizing the LPH HF single sideband equipment and
& PRC~47 ashore, This circuit proved to be unreliable due to a serious problem
with the PRC~47, namely the power supply, the BB 451 battery., Iv was necessary
to helo=lift a MCR-83 radio jeep ashore to provide reliable HF communications,

{2) In the initial planning i* was reccgnized that the flat swampy
terrain and the distances to be covered in the RISZ would present communications
problems, To overcome this fiftesn AN/FRC-25 radios were requested from CTF 115
for the BLT,; to assist in increasing reliability, Even utilizing the PRC=25
radio, communications were difficult to maintain with the rifle companies. Their
scheme of maneuver and the environment necessitated that overall equipment to be
carried be reduced to the bare minimumm eliminating availibility of the RC=292
antennas, Several dead areas for ccmmunications were encountered and even with
use of RC-292 antemns in the BLT CP, contact was rarginal. An airborne manually
operated radi> relay aircraft was requested and remained on station trying to
improve contact with the companies, It met with little success and wag subse-
quently secured on the second day after establishing only limited gontacts,

(3) A Radio Relay circuit was establiéhed between the LPH and the AGC;
it provided a reliable, four-channel circuit durlng the entire operation,

Jo  Legistic Support. Logistic suppors fop Cperation Jack Stay was provided
for the initial phase only from suppliss embarked aboard SLF shipping. Subse-
quently, it was acccmplished frow prepesitioned Class I, V, and limited Class I,
items at Vung Tau provided from U, S, Army sources (III MAF for Marine Corps
peculiar items) as requested from CTF 115, On D-Day 2 LST!s were each loaded
with 4 davs Class I, 5 days Class II {batteries) and 3 days Class V for Vung Tau.
These vessels became mcbile supply bases for daiiy support of the battalion once
the operations extended further into the RSSZ._  The close proximity of the LST's
to the BLT provided the necessary dally suppor® without reguiring the use of
helicopters for heavy logistic support over exierded distances, In additionm,
build up of supplies within the battalior. CP area was neglible thus providing
the commencder with an arrangement which was highly responsive to the tactical
mobility of cperating uaits, -

11, Lessons Learnes,

2, Lcmmand Relationsiip,

(1) Coument ~ Commend Relationskips with RVNMC Battalions during the
operation posed pertain probiéiis %o snsure ascperaticn,
{2) Discussion - Althcugh a coordinating type of OPCON may be agreed

upon, when operating with RVNMC Battalicns, experience proved that their battal-
ions at times operate independently accerding o thelr own desirss,

(3) Recommendation = That Informed liaison officers be exchanged and
maintained to prselude misunderstandings whish may arise from message correspon-
dence and staff planning conferences, -
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b B=52 Strikes, —

(1) Commert = The B-52 sirikes used in conjunction with Landing Force
Operations were indtially planned with little regard to the lLanding Force
scheme of maneuver,

(2) Discussion = The “ime and place of the initially proposed B=52
strikes and the actual sirike were chosen almodt independently of the CATF/CLF,
with little consideration given as to whether the Landing Force could effectively
exploit the strike, Ae a result the Landing Ferce could nob exploit the strike
as rapidly as desired.

(3) Reccmmendation -~ That in future opsrations invelving the employment

of B-52 strikes, the strikes be planned and conducted based cn the Landing Force

scheme of maneuver and stated requirements when such strikes are intimately
assoclated with Landing Force.operations,

¢, Heliccpter Opsraticns,

(1) Comment ~ The 1ift capability of helicopters operating in the RSSZ
was reduced a sonsiderable degree,

(2) Discuseion - When operating in the mangrove swamps with its high
canopy, HLZ's had to be prepared hastily by engineer personnel, These HLZ's
were of necessity small and the helicepters were ferced to 13ft directly out,
This reduced the lift capabiiity from seven troops to as low as two or three
troops per helisepter. It was also noted tnat the CH=-46 helicopter could only
1ift the 105mm howikger under optimum conditions,

(3) Recommerdatiocn - That all concerned be made aware of the greatly
reduced 1ift capability of the heliccopter when cperating in conditions of high
temperature, humidity, and terrain suzh as was encountered in the RSSZ, Plans
must allow for smaller ani slowsr troop lIfts o accomplish the mission,

de Locating FPeaiwicn on Grourd,

: (1) Comment - Due ic the nature of the terrain ground units found it
virtually impussible to acsurately report their location by grid coordinates,

(2) Discussicn -~ To overcome the problem of fixing a units position on
the ground and map, the heiicopter axd grood
to accomplish this, When the requested hellicopter was cbzerved over a units

p N ay o o q.» - ° p 13 '
position, they wow'd indicate their lecation by marking with smoke grenades,
The hellvopter pllet could then relate this to grid coordinates and inform the
unit of its preciss lecation, -

(3) Recommerdaticwm - That heiZzopter and ground units practice this
technique in training exersises to ensurs familiarity with the system,

e, Commurications i

(1) Comment - The pewsr supply for the PRC=L7 radio posed certain probe
lems of maintenamce and repliacement,

(2) Discussion « The power supply for the PRC=47 is the BB=A51l silver
zine, wetcell battery. As this hatiery ages it discharges very rapidly and must
be recharged constantly. For short term operaticns, batteries may be brought
aboard ship for rechargings however, during Jack Stay this procedure imposed
serious transportatlion and logistical problems,

(3) Recommendation « That an extensive msirntenance and replacement
program be institubed te increase the reliability of the power supply for the

=,
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PRO-47. Further it is recommended that if the SLF is committed in long term
operations additional batteries should be made available.

(4) Cemmert -~ The PRC-25 radio proved invaluable.

(5) Discussion - Operation Jack Stay demonstrated the reliability of
the PRO-R5. With ibts greater range and lunger life span of batteries it proved
to be an indispensable item of equipment.

(6) Recommendation = That 10 PRC=25 radios be assigned to the SLF for
use of the BLT and attachments to ensure ccnstant reliable communications,

fo Supperting Arms.

(1) Comment - The TAC was forced to perform various type missions
throughout the operation. e

(2) Discussion - The terrain seriously limited observation in the
RS5Z and reliance was placed on TAO to conduct artillery registrations, on-call
fires, and intelligence gathering,

{3) Resommendation = That provisions be made in the plan to regularly
schedule TAO missione (a minimum of four a day is suggested) to ensure that all
requirements are met, I - T o

(43 Comment - The 105mm Howitzers presented a problem of being dig~
placed., - e S — DT -

(5) Discussion ~ The CH=4f's were unable to 1ift the 105mm Howitzer
under all weather comlitions, and caused modification of several scheduled 1ifts,
It was found that only under optimum cendition could the CH=46 1ift and displace
the 1050 i !

(6) Recommendation - That the 105mm Howiizer Battery be prepared to
rapidly break down their guns so that the displacement can be effected, The

105mm Battery should practice this during training periods,
g. JXodividual Load,

(1) Comment - The effect of high temperature and humidity, combined
with difficult terrain, is a vital factor when determining individual loads,

(2) Discuseion ~ The extreme corditions met in the RSIZ greatly affect~
ed the rates of advance and predicted time schedules. It was found that troops
mst operate with a minimum load if they are to maintain any relatively fast rate
of advance, A high state of physical conditioning is mandatory

(3) Recommendation = That in training periods strict attention be given
Lo the amount of load individual may carry and still operats efficiently.
Troops must trein with same or similar type loads that they will carry into
combat, )

TAB A % Operation Overiay .
TAB B £ After Action Report BLT 1/5 {Tc be forwarded when completed)

TAB G = After Action Report HMM 362 (To be forwarded when complebed)
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HEADQUARTERS
Special landing Fovce
U3S Princeton (LPH-5)
FFO 3dan Franclsco 96601
1:TEG:ra}

500
22 Apr 1966
t Commondd irg Officer ' '
Ipt Cormanting (’e:ncmlg. 1"1@\,1, I'T‘..I‘.:.IWB m*ce\, Scventh I‘lca'c.
et Gombat Afber Am;mn Eapoﬁ Oc&**a.uicn .ncr u\.Y
tz. {») 0O BLF 1ty L:idiBiraj over 3500 of TApr&6, Scmsat After Achion

RPeport. Opez*at:._on JACK SI‘AI

Tmor (L) COELP 1/5 Ytr ser 0015 of 12apréh, Combat Afier Acbicn Teport,
Cyamabilon JACK STAY (11 Gopiea Fegomlip il ;g,sgs;zmna_.?!; .
e UEe eoblech pegort of BLT in fom 'a.rded ‘hez*'“*.:;h a8 TAB B to enclosure
Lef pefererze (a) end should be attached thercia,
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to the ve«rh by &s..;ault WAVES WEB appro 5
ditlone, A severs thundarziorm duum ()
sar 2aro and to 2 conslderable degvoe ncg 20

-2hlizhed &5 2 pavigation aid for the ship-Se- ::k"az*a

rled with an sdverse cu}""eﬁ; made conkrol a most diffio

¢ guides and coxswains. The reduced visibility 2% ths

Q:. an L(E~6 dvring the aspproach caused a delsy rim{wz.‘
29 recegolzed In preparation of ths pisn ht w dulay

ne ").-.zie' lam.r'g the artiliery batbery 1 -} the nzxf:i‘. high
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H

ki le was required pedmarily for subsequent operations
A

» p:‘c»._éc = pp:r‘t fcv‘ 2 bal.,coptm sezanlt irto L7 Blaslbirs

S TP o s WY
me R Ovigetive 94,

.o Ura OFf Reconmaissance Persormel {Pave }J.;::‘;}

Thz desirability for the DLT to retain control of recomst

1 was careinlly conaidered during the planning pha;,e t
thet thoze porsonnel esuld be betber utildised in ¢ b
1 teans bo effact 3m“v»iulanee G‘f’&i‘ a tmsh h,fger ar::s. s;:i‘
2 tuat assigned to the BLL abt any ong tims, T is nobed-
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‘ratier. was in manner siiiler to that recommended in Amphibious

s Conferancs heport, page b~d.
¢, Ccommmications (Para lsh)

Tyenty AN/PEC-25 radios were borrowed from CTF 115 for use by the
“® ?n this opcraticn. Coneur that these radios are required in this type
n t¢ ensure schisfoctory commumnication reliability, Reference (2
~ended 10 AN/PEC-25 radios be assigned to the SIF on a permanent basis
“ow gruarss to ths SLF BLT for enviseged SLF operationss

e

Cesualty Zvecuetion IneCountry (Fera 12¢)

Almindetrative conbrol problems arise when SLF persomnel are evacuated
i on facilities in support of the SLF, In this operation evacuation of
en frow the Casualty Evacuation Confrol Ship (USS PRINCE 0%) to in=-
- hespitals cisated persornel accounting problems. The FLFPag S0P for
ty evacustion (FEFPacO P30L0.24) directs that parent commanders retain
1 eir rolls persconel hospitalized within RV This arranzement is de=
‘1¢ fop theze urits physieally located in-couwnbry; however, it prosenbs
. counting problex for units of the SLF which return to ARG shipping ab
- srelusion of an operation. It is considered that oncs the SIF departs
2]l hospitelized persornsl of the SLF should be transferved by stafl re-
- 1o the Cormanding Officer, Camp Butler.

Rc Aa BREI’H‘SEEHKN
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HEADQUARTERS
Special landing Force
0S5 PRIHNCETCH %LPH—S) ’
FPQ San Francisco 96621
L TG a )
3500
26 Apr 66

w0

Cemmandding Officer ' o
Cervmending General, Fleet farine Force, Sewanth Flest

Johet After Actlon Report, Operaticn JACK STAY

{z) GO SLF ltr lidilB:iraj over 3500 of 7Aprds, Combat After iction
Usport, Cperation JACK STAY

(i} 00 H14 362 ltr 30:RSiwij eover 03A10155 of 1lAprdh, Afler ictien

feport, Operatlon JACK STAY,2¢ wo-4: p ¢, pu wmmzge
- The sabject report ef HXM 362 is forwarded herewith as TiD C to snclosure
- of yefersnce (&) and should be attachsd thereto,

[}

0%

following comments are made to ¢larify o amplify the opinicns and
M

idzbions eontained in enelosure (1).

o

s Fobow Transport Equipment

n.e current Marine Corps Table of Urganization and Tables of Egufipe
. L
. 4..‘.

g SLF have bezn approvaed by G and CC MdFPac and are consldersd
agary to accomwplish all missions the SIF may bo ordered to exscute, The
i ¢ cmﬁg-,matim is applieable to mezt any coantingeney operation the BLT
uﬂ salled upon %o exzcutz, The leading of LIT wehicles on the flight deck
e LRl and its affect on flight opesrations waa fully considered both frem
soint of view of contingency operetions and Operation JACK STAY,

slthougn
zar rlight deck is racegnized as beinz most de*irable, flight opsrations

STAY ware condusted without adversely affecting the over-
AG/SIF loading plans arz contimuously being evaluated te
Cormander with rsgquived shipping {lexibilisy,

b, BHefueling Cyele

nperation.

“ds tne SLF

it 1s recogalzed that for most effective operationz, the time spent

- cfusling can be a eritical factor during multlesquadron operations. The
iriciem of the slow refueling cycle due to the pocsibillty of iasulficient
_.. . pressure hae boen broug} t o the attention of the Commanding Officer of
e 7Ph‘.

N basona

20, LPiw5

Tad- ¢ Z7ad =~
DECLASSIFIED



TO: BLT 1/5!03 364

DECLASSIFIED

IF0:  CTO 76.5/C0 IIT LAR/CTG 70. 8/ch 79/0 F 73/00 U31LCV/Co FiFPAC/COL 5Vl T FLT/
CII'CPAGFLT/CINCPAC/CTF 77/CTG 115.3/C% FINST 1A
U3 aLdl0/Us5 PICKAAY/U33 TAYLOR/U33

SuCRuT -
CPoitaTION 0343 (U) —

e T 79.5 OPCRIIR 328-06

. GOVl 2509302

C. CT3 76.5 OPOR). R 328-66
Je BFAS:  AM3 SERIES 7C1, SH.LT N03 558
se CDF 76,5 CPORD  328R-65, 2516167

T 70ITm: HOTEL

THIS I3 CTG 79.5 M37% FRAG ORD /AL F

LT3 (B) uD ().
Aol ORGATZATION

i 364
DTACTTERTS (331 PARA 10)
1. 3ITUaTICH.

A EATIET, AMENY, TERR

(1) "m.THoR: ABLL LIES
FAEEEIR.  APRIL I3 TRaHISITION @

FRIL IS 2,1 INCHES. AVG TEFP 7CR “IaIch I3 83 DLanims

JwuaTiLE OUCURS INFRICURITLY, USULLLY DISAPPIARING 2Y LITD

(2) LNY:

(1) 10037 2ECzIT ACCLPTED COB FOR FUU LOC .AR-A ITCLUDLS DUT I3 ”OT

¥ITED TO THn FOLLOVIIG:

1. OIE U/I CO VIC AU 805C53, L7

H/CT THIND HADIV/USs FRINCHTCN/

JALKIR/US3 COCK

rr-r—\
Ly

X

0, A3TRO ALD
TDMR INFLUINCE OF 1.D. 1ONSCON.
UTH UITH 3035 RaDlPALL

i,

TIDAL D.4TA.

.
Y

II

Ay AT,T T
! . non

UITH

v
i

. 8107 LF BE VIC ZC 054923,

g
3. NLEITIT3

ABOUTS UK.

(*) UKIT3 CAPATEL
STRELGTH 300, HUOHY THLY CO (u) VIC YD 8009, 37
i BALF AVAILABLE FOR O
CHARACT w1 1700 BY LOJ FALT HICC BADY aniil ol ISOL.

~tm SEG

T:UA THINN PROVIICL 23T 1500
(3) TLRnAT
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OF 9 5T‘I TEAT
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IF“LUDL 1¢/I 0
3T STRENITH 100,
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PAGE TOIO , =
NEAR THE BEACIES GIVING WAY TQ V.RY EUGZED LOUKTLINCUS TLRBAIL JITHIN 4000 :LLT:R3,
HIGH JAY NO 1 RUNS THRCUGH TIE FLAT AkEA AID GENERALLY FOLLC.S THd CCAST LIS IT I3
A M sSURFACED (BLACLTOP) ROAD PLIILNTLY CPLI. TG TREFFIC. A LCO3E SURFACED L LAlE
#0AD RUI3 FROM FHU 1.OC TO BACH A (ZC 0591), CRO3, COUNTHY FOVEMINT I3 IE TRICTED
DUE TO T {4l DXTENSIVE PADDIES, HCOJEVLR FCOT TECCD3 COULD CLO3S THE AHEA WITH LELATIVE
Ea3E, THE MOUNTAINCU3 AREA IS COLiFO3ED OF VERY STLEP? DLU3ZLY CVIRGRCA HILLS AlD
FOUNTAING. DOMINATING PEAKS ARE aT BACH MA €148 M.TERS); LOC THUY OF TY5 RIGHT
FLAMK OF “JIITE BEACH (592 ITTTR3); FUT TEON TO THE 30UTH E3T OF UHITE TWACH (282
IBT-R3) AND PHU GIA AT AU 8401 (333 INITSRS).
(4) HYDRO DATR
(A) JHITE BEACH - VIC ZD 176066

(B)) LO1MGTH - RPPROZ 3300 Y05 ALL USCADLE

(C) JIUTH3 = LO TO 200 D3 4T Lify 20 TO 100 I,

(D) GRADINNTS - 1 O 30 TO 1 6K 150 L.7. TG L., 1 07 15 4/ ZOIT

(5) APTROACHES - GLUTLE TO iJL) 3HCIEJARD TO 6 FT DLFTH 90-285 YD3
OFr HJ LINE. APPRCACHES FLALKED BY ROCKY HBADIATDS, BOTTOH I3 SAID ALD MUD. MNEAR~
3HOLL APPRO.CHU PARTLY OBSTRUCTED BY SHIFTING 3ATDD.R OFF RIVIR LOUTH ON LOFT FLAIK.

(F) 3URF - 4 FT OR JREATSR 112 OF TIiE. TIDAL RAIME IS 2 FT 41D OLCULS
ONCE 4 DAY. -

(G) MATERIAL .1D FIRLNES3 - SAID; PIRKE I TETTED AGLA; JOTT JAEET JRY.

(H) TLRRATE LMEDILTELY ZEUIND THE DEACH COUSIST3 CF EXUSH COVINLD DUIL3
LXTENDING APFRCX 200 ¥D3 IKLAFD BACKED EY A FEW RICE FADDIZS IU TAE CEITUR. FOUR
HUIDRED YDS THLAKD 4 FORESTZD, HOUITAINCUS COIPLIN EXTEID3 PRON THL FLAINS OF THD BEAJH

11 4 CONVAWZ PATTZN TO COLMPLOTELY ElICLOSE Tillh EmiCH,
(I) ZXITB AlD COIIUNICATIONS TO HINT-RLAKD INVOLVE CRO33INY THIS
FEOUETAIRCUS TERRATN TJITH IXCIPTION OF 4 TRAIL GF THD LTFT FLAYE.
(5) ASTRO DaTA
DATE  BMIT  3SUNRISE  SUNSIT BENT LOONRISE EOCU3LT  LOONPHASE
27 0546 0626 1906 1946 1143 0020 W
28 0546 0626 1906 1946 1245 0116 lst TR
29 0536  C6R6 1906 1946 1347 0209 137 QTR
30 0534 0624 1947 1947 1449 0254 15T IR
(6) TIDAL DATA CHCH BAT 16 DLG 20"NLAT,, 108 DuG OL'E LONG (ILIZET I FT)
DATE TIME HIGH.HT TIFG LOT U7
27 1500 a3 : 2345 1.5
28 1603 3.5

29 0052 LBSEORE -T
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PAGE THR B — R e
B. FRILEDLY #ORCL3. o
(1) GG IITI AP PhCVIDLS: T

(4) CA8, TAC(4)/TA0, HELICOFPTER H3CCHT, AuD ALRIAL FLCOITAIS3ANCL 3UFT CRT
(B) OTH:R SUPPORT A3 REULSTLD.

(2) CTG 76.5 TAOVIDL3 TRAISPCRT, V.l QUIFIRE, ALD LOZISTIC SUPROLT.

(3) REGIOFAL TQRCLS: . '
COCRDINATES UHIT3

7D CLCOR5 92210 RZGICHAL FORCTS CC

ZD 151010 1 PLT HEGIOKAL FCECES

D 832998 916 REGIOFAL FORCES CO

£D 196012 1 PLT BLGICI.L FORCZ3

ZD 038124 955 RIGIONAL FORCES CO

ZD 097006 108 POFULAR FCL.CD3 ILT

ZD 145015 112 POPULAR FORCE3 FLT

ZD 095007 120 POPULAR FCRCES TLT (1 3%D)
2D 190002 122 PIFULAR FORCES TLT €1 32D)
ZD 086006 120 FOFPULAR FORCLS FLT (PLT (-))
ZD 98007 115 FOFUL.R FORCLS PLT

ZD 128010 112 POPULAL FORCES FLT (1 3¢D)
ZD 136010 112 POPULAR FORCES PLT (1 3.D)
ZD 147011 112 PCPUL.R FCRCE3 TLT (1 5uD)
ZD 154009 112 POPULAR FORCES TLT

ZD 198010 112 POPULAR FOLCES FLT

2 - 105 HOY LOC AT FlU LOC SUB SEC FWTR3 ZD 055008
2 - 105 HOW MY 3Ta AT 832998
U.3. ADVI3ORY TEAl 5T PHU LOC 3UB 35C HQTRS ZD C85008
C. ATTACIITEITS. - )
(1) 4RAVN LAG JUAL ADVISCAS
(2) III &P (FHA) 1LIO
(3) 13T DIV, 4RVY LIO
2. LI35I00. LAYDIFG FORCZ, CUIVTICING AT H AFD L HOURS I D-DAY, LAIDS OVER Bi.CI3
allD HLZ'3 TG COIDUCT SEARC: 4KD DBSTROY OFERATIONS AND PROVIDL nICh ILLVLIT “Pu "LOT O
I PHU LOC ARLA, - - T T B ] T N
3, =XLCUTIOE, T
L. CONCLPT. LAMDING FOLCT TAND3 BY LAIDITS CRAFT OVER MIITE BZaCH D HELICCGPTAR
IM HLZ'S CHOJ allD HAYK TO CCIDUCT SEARCH D DESTRCY CPIRATIONS 410 TC PROVID: RICE
HARVEST PROTCCTICH I THE FIU LOC AREL, VITHI SFECIAL “RFILGTS U Tib Fé "é éLL_sz
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PGS FOUR o =
IUI GIOK (AU 8307), 1LOC THUY (';J 1305) CHILL KA3SES 41D THE ARTA 30UTH OF HIGHJAY #1
EUT.ELN N-3 GRID LINE3 ZD 10 AND 20, AEI DIKECTL) COMDUCT 4 TaCTICAL TR AL
OFERATIONS NOT EXPECTED TO EXCLoD THRAE DAYS TO =2 COLPILTED BY 1 1aY.
P, BLT 1/5,
(1) COILENCING 4T M AMD I HOUR D=DAY, LiLD EY 3URRACE AlD IELICOPTER ASSAULT
OV=R WHITD BLLCH 4MD IN HLZ'S CRCU 1D WK TO CG DUCT SELLCH Al DESIROY GP-DATIONS
IF LF ORJI3 1 & 2, - T -
(2) CN ORDZR CONTIIUE ATTACE TO CONDUCT SEARCHAD DESTROY OFIRATIONS IN
L? OBJ'3 3, 4, 5, & 6.
(3) PROVIDE ZICE HARVEST PLOTECTION.
(4) PROVIDZ LI OFF TC FHU LOC DISTRICT :oTRS D=1,
(5) ELT #3CC PA33 ARFY FIRD INFO TO SAGC.
(6) BL PHEPARED TO COIDUCT A TACTICAL WITHDRA /AL O ORDLR.
C. 21 26l :
(1) FROVIDE TROCP LIFT, .ERIAL RECQN, M3 SUPPLY, KD SVACUATION 1IS3IONS Al
JIBLCTED. ] =
(2) BZ PISPARED TO CCIDUCT LiafLiT JROPS STIULTAKLOUSLY JITH ALL LaiDTNGS
3 DINZCTED BY CLE, ' ' -
B.  CCORDIN.TING JHSTRUCTIONS. (I.V BEF . AID BsIOW),
(1) . OPERATION CVERIAY (ISSULD SEFARATELY).
(2) OF D=DAY Al AOA *ILL B ESTARLICHED A3 FOLLOS.
(4) 104 IS ULFINED BY AN ARC OF 25 NAUT WILo3 TaDTUS TC SLALARD AlD 10
JILL3 RADIUS INLAID, CIKTTRED AT 2D 125CC5. THS “RC SUIIGS TFL.D ihek 20 0615 TC e
193863 THENCE FOLLCWING RIVIR AlD RIDELING NOATIERLT 70 i';'; b 1T rf-\”/m"m THIEI
PIOVINCIAL BOUIDARY: THERCE EASTERLY ATONY TiE BOUNSEY TC T 8791, TICE I;O"T?ll;‘RL

TO AT 864955 AND EASTERLY ALCRG THE 3HCTLIN. TO CCa3T AT AT 892960, "7'1 ARD SHIME

BETWILN A LIND OF ZELRING 00¢ DLGREES T FROE 2D CA015C 1D 4 LTI% OF TL.RTM "043 IR
T CRCIL 898960, LLTEIDING 25 NAUT MILL3 TROL D.iCH roIdm.
(B) AIR 404 10 KM R.DIUS CIRCLY CENTIZRED AT 70 ) 125005 TROL SUXFACE TO

20,000 FIZT.
(C) CATF JILL CCODD ALD CONTROL ALL .IR, SBi, AMD TAMD OPERATICES "/ITH

IN AOA. : =
(3) FIRE SUPFOLT IN ACCCLDANCD WITH AMNCYLS D, Gy AMD H OF RET 4 AID SLO
(4) NIF OM C.LL H=l5 IUTTS. '
(Z)  CA3 ON STATION COMEENCING H-20 TIRCUGH DAYLIGHT HOUTL3 DeDAY.
(C) Tnr OF AKDAS ADJACLNT TO HITS FDaCH RN He20 70 45,
(D) Cud WGP CF L2 ORCT AID DJACIET .KDAS FROC L-2C TG L—SSE C R{E

-

o
1.0

Cc2
-
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(4) ALL UPERATIONS COIDUCTED Ii7 ITP 22(..).

(3) D DAY TUFTATIVILY 27 APRIL H QUL 0630, L HOUR 0530,

(6) 1CA {CI uD cg) OI'LY APPEOV.D FOR U3E. AGHIT ("C 111vC .G=IT)
[ILL I'CT BE U3ED NOR I33U7D.

(7) PBASORD AND CCUNTLRSIGHES: (IS3ULD . SEPARATELY)

(6) DRLFOLTS La ANNZZ J 0ol & BACLIT AS MOOIPILD FOR CaSUALTY [EIGLTLIG,
(3CE Fiils 4 T=LOJ) )

(9) COLL MNalZ: 0540

(10) FIRE3 JILL YOT BE DZLIVAIED CI ATS #1 OL 71 = and. CLFT TC L4 GRID

LI 01 JUE TO POPUL.L AID REGIQNAL BORCHS TRANS ETWE ' (i mis

e Y s
B -LAL—-J.I_A t\L; Lol

(11) ALL UNIT3 LUST B8 . DVISED TiAT POPUL.R D) RLGTCILL PORCES il
TAT.0TED I AQL (325 Falla 1.B. (3) ,BOV“) .
(12) LalDING FLAN T4 AMNEX I BeF 4. BLT “JLL FRiFslD SLLECTZD LLaS.
(13) 4IR OFZRATIONS.
(a) BLF AlD CONTRCI PT3
. 3AR TUF PT YAY TAY - ZD 181090
2. 4/C LIMRY AlD EATT PT DUD 325 DLOLILS/26 111 DAIALG TACAK
3. FHELO PERETATION PT - AUSTIN ZD 110110
(B) HLZ'3
1., LAGLE - ZD 17,068
2. C0T - ZC 138973
3. VAWY I 707130007 . R
(C) VAV AIDS - U33 FRINICTTOX TACAK CI 5 IDEIT I3 iP
(D)  B4% SHIP I3 US3 PRINCLTON
(L) 1ZELO APPROACH MDD ERTIRIZUT LALE
L. TEXAS - AUSTIF TO CROV (170 DEARLLS, 7.3 11))
(l»r> JITHORANAL .
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HEADQUARTERS
Special Landing Force
U35 PRINCETON %LPHwS)
FPO San Francisco 96601
1:RABz jds

3500
11 May 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Toz Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, SEVENTH Fleet |

Subjs Combat After Action Report, Operation OSAGE

Encl: (1) Subject Report

1. Enclosure (1) is submitted herewith. Tab A to this enclosure is an
overlay depicting the progress of the operation, Tab B the Aftér Action
Report of BLT 1/5 and Tab C the After Action Report of HMM 36k,

2, Conments on Tab B and Tab C to enclosure (1) ars shown in paragraph

12 of enclosure (1).
ﬁ%f;:%:274éE;%;vv7u$vrunﬁn_—'

. BRENNEMAN

Copres /5 622
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ENCIOSURE (1}: GCombat Afier Action Repext, Operatisn Osage

1. Opération Osage was an amphibious opsraticn combining surfacsborns
and hsliborne assault forces and conducted in accordance with NWP=22{4).

2. Operation Osage was conducted in the area of Phu Ioc, Thua Tien
Province, I GTZ RVN (VIC ZD 0800), The operation commenced on 27 April
1966 with the simultaneous landing »f surfasceborne assault foress on
White Beach northeast of the Loc Thuy hill mass; and heliborns assauli
forces in a landing zone seven miles inland. The cperation terminated
on 2 Mgy 1966 with the tactical withdrawl of the SIF bask to ARG
shipping,

3, Command headguarters for Operation Osage was losated aboard the USS
PRINCETON (LPH=5), : _

L, Task Orgasnization,

Special Landing Force {Landing Force) Col R. A. BRENNEMAN
HMM=364 ItCsl Do Ac SOMMERVILLE
BIT 1/5 ' ItCol H. L. COFFMAN

5. Intelligence.

a. The Phu loc area is characterized by lew flat ries paddy areas
and isolated hill masses near the béach giving way to very rugged
mountain terrain within 6000 meters, National Highway No 1 runs through
the flat area and generally follows the soast lime. It uis o hard sure
faced (blacktop) all weather road. A loose surfaced, one lane road runs from
Phu Loc to Bash Ma {ZC 0692), Cross country vehicular mivement is re-
stricted due to extensive paddies, Fook troops srossed this area with
relative ease, The mountainous area is composed of very steep, densely
overgrown hills and mountains. Dominating peaks are Bach Ma (1448 meter);
Ioc Thuy (529 meters); Nui Tron {282 meters) and Phu Gla {333 meters),

b. White Beach (VIC ZD 1760656} is approximately 3300 yards long, and
entirely useable. The beach is 40 to 200 yards wide at low water, dec-
reasing to 20 to 100 yards at high water., Composition is swoft sand,
but firm where wet. The beach gradiemt is 1 on 30 to low water line;

1 on 150 from low water to high water line; and 1 on 15 in the high
water zone. Approaches to shoreward are gentle to mild, and flanked by
rocky headlands. The 6 foot depth oceurs 90 to 285 yards from the high
water line, The bottom material of the approaches consists of sand and
mid, The near shors approach is partially cbatmcted 0y & shifting sand
bar off the mouth of the Bu Iu River on the lett flank of White Beach.
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The surf is L feet or greater 11% of the time, The tidal range is 2
feat, occuring only once a day.

6, Terrain immediately behind the bsach consists of brush eovered
dunes extending approximately 200 yards inland, backed by a few rice
paddies in the eenter, A forested, mountainous complex extends in a
concave pattern from Cape May Tay on the right flank to the mouth of the
Bu Iu River on the left flank, and begins approximately 400 yards in-
land from the center of the bsach., Exitsz toc the hinterland are limited
t0 cross country movement over mountainous terrain and to a trail
leading from the extreme left flank of the beach along the Bu ILu River,

d. Intelligence reperts indicated VO activity during the recent
rice harvest in the Phu Ioc area cenbtering on the ¢oastal hamlets of
Canh Durang, Dong An, Binh An, and Phu Hai., One unldentified company
(Strength - 65), the 810th Battalion {Strength = 40C), and elements of
the 95th Regt (NVA) were reperted to be cperating in the FPhu lLoc area.

e, No substantial conbact with elements listed above was made,
Numerous caves on the Nui Tron, Nui Gion and lo¢ Thuy hill masses were
destroyed, One hundred U. S. fragmentation grenades, a few small
arms weapons and documents were captured. The grenades were destrcyed
and all documents along with photographs of weapone wers forwarded to
COMUSMACY J=2, While forces aszhore did receive light small arms sniper
fire, and one incident of command controlled mining occursd, there was
no postive identification of any units, nor any irdications that units
of any signifiscant strength wers in this ares,

"~ 6, Mission, As directed by GOMSE%ENTHFIEAEE&Sagé EiOéﬁﬁerpril

ffgitiating Directive), the missicn c¢f the Landing Foree was to "cone
duct an amphibious landing in coordination with and when regquested by
CG III MAF in landing dones and over bteaches to be designated in the
FPhu Loc area of RVN, in ordsr %o assist CG III MAF in search and de¢sge
stroy and rice harvest protectlon cperabione®,

7 Concept of Operations. Operatim Osage was a unilaleral amphibious
cperation conducted by the ARG/SIF, augmented by ¢ertfain non-organic
forces and equipment., The operation was scheduled not to exceed three
days and be completed by 1 May 1986, however it was extended to 2 Mgy . -
to exploit the contact with the VC made on 29 Aprdil. The amphibiocus
ocperation encompassed landing the landing farce by landing craft over
White Beach and by helieopter in HIZ's Crow {ZD 139970) and Hawk

(ZD 129006) to conduct search and destrcy operations and tc provide
rice harvest protection in the Phu Lec area, with spesial emphasis on
the Phu Gia (AU 8401), Nui Gion {AU 8307), Loc Thuy (ZD 1505) hill
masses and the area south of Highway #1 between N-S grid lines ZD 10
and ZD 20, TFire support was to be provided by two DB'e, CAS from
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1st MAW, and organic artillery of the BLT, The SLF would conduct a tactical
withdrawal when directed,

8. cution, {See TAB A Operatior Overlay, TAB B = After Action Report
BLT 1%5 and TAB C = After Action Report HMM 3&”)

9. Besultsg.

8, & ities,

Uo, So KIA = 8; WIA = 95 MIA s 03 Gaptured = Qo
VO KIA =~ 8; KIA (p@ssible) = 35 WIA = 25 Captured = O,

be 3 ment gt ol lat g (I ired _op Destir:

(1) French Submmachine gun, 9mm (Gommed Lo ’?aéznml’)nlo

(2) Rifle, Springfield., Cals 30 = 1.

(3) Ammo, U. S. Cal. 30 = 4 rds,

(4) Ammo, Soviet 7,62P = 200 rds, »

(5) Grenadss, Fraguentatien, U. 5. = 102,

(6) Documents = & (Sent to J=2 MACV),

(7) Mine (AP) = 1.

(8) Shell, 5" = 1,

(9) Wire, barbed = 50 ft,

(10) Hut, bambos = 1.

(11) Observation peet = 1,

(12) Caves - 11,

(13) Punjl plts = 5,
10, Commanders!'s Analysis. This analysis is concernsd with those
matters at the Specia. ing Foree level., Reports on problems en-
countered and lessons lsarned at the Battalion am oquadron level are
gshown in TABs B and G,

Blannings Flanning for COperation OSAGE was initiated when a
represantative of TG 79,5 made a liaison trip on 16 April from Subie

to ITT MAF Headquarters to discuse the possible utilization of the SIF
in ICTZ, Subsequently planning conferenoces were held at ILI MAF Head-
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quarters in Danang, BVN 21-26 April 1966 and attended by CIG 79.5, CTG 76.5,
CO of BIT 1/5, CO of HMM 364: and representatives of the Special Landing
force, the BLT, the Amphibious Task Force, as well as representatives from
III MAF, Aerial reconnaissance was mads of the Phu Loc area. Maps and
photos were obtained, and liaison was made with Army and Marine Corps
advisors in the areas, Planning took into considerstion ths atilization

of close air support from lst MAW vice TP 77 due to their relative
proximity to the area of operation, In addition the nsed for UH=1Etg

for tactical air control, observation, and helicopter escort cperations

was evident and CAS and TAC (A)/TAC aircraft were requastad frem lst MAW,
Subsequently, this support was sllocated to the landing Force for D=Day,
and was placed on an on=call/as available basis for the remainder of th
operation. Operation OSAGE was planned as a BATTEN DOWN Operation in ac—
cordance with CTG 79.5 OpOrd 328-66, and a "Frag Order® was published for

~ the Phu loc area. The ARG and SIF staffs wore able to somplete the detailed
Planning and issue the necessary "Frag Orders" for timely and efficient
execution,

be Command Relationshipa, Operation OSAGE was designed to ba a
unilateral amphibious operation. The command relationships were In accorde
ance with NWP~22(A) and UNAAF, pars 30278~30279,

¢s Jntelligence, The intelligence material furmishad by 111 MAP
was accurate, Analysis of the enemy's courses of action Wore correct,
The unit listed in the Order Of Battle aus the 810th IP Battalion was
not encountersd, An unidentified company was listed in the Order OF
Battle, Contact was mads with uniis in the arsva but no identification
was made, Weather was typical for the period with the temperaturs
averaging 82 degrees with high humidity, and a trace of precipitation,
Aeriel photograph 15,000 was very useful in determining helo landing
gones and locating possible enemy emglgcgm@%o o

d, Civie Action. One Civic Action visit was made during Operation
OSAGE, A second was planned, however operational comnitments precluded
its being effected, A civic action team compozad of medical/dental
personnel from PRINCETON and ALAMO and representatives from SIF staff
visited the hamlet of Cau Hai near FPhy los District Headquarters, The
visit was coordinated with the Disgtrist Chief and his U, S, Army Advisor,
The medical team treated approximately 600 patients for a variety of
ailments and the dentist extracted approximately 300 infscted teeth,
Villagers were given soap, medicines and vitamins and the local health
workers were presented with medical supplies, The dental officer instructe
ed the village health director in tooth extraction procsdurss and gave him
some dental equipment, The visit was well received and the Distriet Chiaf
appeared well plessed with the results,
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6. Helicopter Operations. HMM 364 provided helicopter support for
Operation OSAGE, Hellsopters were utilized for vertieal assauli, med-
ical-evacuation, resupply, resvnnaiesance, and aqministrative/liaison
missions. Due to the mountainous terrain and dense vegstation in the
arca, there were numerous occasions when resupply hadl to be ascomplished
by helicopter hoist. One airévaft was asericusly damaged when its rotors
struck a tree, Another helicopter crashed in a similar oseurrence, and
was subsequently destroyed. (Detailed report in TAB ©),

iy
°
1]
&
=
1%
o
da
e
[o3
Y

mmunications, During the nperatiomjshipntcmshom gommmnications
were maintained over Landing Force TAC Net Nr'l and 2, Landing Porce

TAC 1 was an FM voice cireuit utiliging an RT 68 radic aboard ship and

a FRC=25 ashore with the Battalion, landing Farce TAC 2 was a Single

Side Band volee cireuit utilizing a VRC=32 sboard ship aud a PRO-47

ashore, Both circults proved to be vompleiely reliabls and excellent
commnications were maintained throughout the speswa®isn.

sualty Repirting, ~Casualty reporiing for Operation OSAGE
was coordinated and conbrolled at the SLF Headquartsrs lewsi, The BLT
and HMM wers tasked to prepare thé required messages and submit them to
the SLF CRCC for release., Instrustions for casualty reporting were
developed and distributed in the form of a propossd Appendix I 4o Annex
E of the SIF 201 Plan, The proposed Appsndix provad fo be sound and
acceptable a= a Casualty Reporting Appendix and will be used in future
operations, "

ho Suppeorting Arms, Conbrel of supporting arms during Operation
OSAGE remained afloat on the PRINCETON, and ¢oordination was provided
by the FSCC ashere. Artiliery support was provided by Battery D, 2/11
and the 107mm Howtar Battery, 2/11. Five missions were controlied by
FO's and TAO's, Naval gurfire support was provided by two dsstroyers
(USS WALKER and USS THOMASON) employing 5"/38ts, Clese air suppert by
F=8, F=k, and A=} airgraft from the lst Marine Air Wirg under the control
of TAG(A)'s was provided by st Marine Al¥ Wing, Due &o dense yvegetation
FAC's were unable to control CAS missisns., Owdnance enployed included
napalm, Zuni rockets, and 20mm carnon fire. When UH=1E 7 were rot availe
able, HMM 364 provided TAC(A) support $n UH=34 aircwaft

AUVN Participation. The lst ARVN Division during a eenference
with the CATF and CLF requested that an ARVN company partieipate in
Operation OSAGE by eonducting a sweep in an area immsdiately east of
landing Forse Objective 2, III MAF subsequently approved this request,
the ARVN company established liaison with the IF, and sa 27 April con-
ducted a swesp of an area bounded by ZD 1601, ZC 1697, 2D 145970 and ZC
U0, They had no enemy eonbact and withirew the same night. No
problems of coordination ware encountered,
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jo Pgychological Warfare., A lsaflet drop warning the Vietnamess
not to interfere with the operation and not to run from Marines, was
conducted during D=Day over the villagss in the vicinity of 1Z's Hawk
and Crow, People were observed picking up these Leaflets, and there
was no interfersnce by civilains during the operation,

k., Londing Zone Preparstion. Ianding zcne preparation by CAS aire
craft was planned for 12's Crow and Bagle from C610H to 0620H on D=Day.
The strikes were to be controllsd by twe {2) TAC{A)'s, and the pilots
were briefed for the mission by members of the CATF and CIF staffs. On
D=Day both UH=1E aircraft reported on station at 0615H, five minutes
late., CAS aircraft were on station at C6C9H., lLanding Zone Eagle was
prepared, but Landing Zone Crow was not, The TAC(A) controlling the
gbrike aireraft for IZ Crow stated to the SLF Alr Obssrver in the air-
strike ajrcraft that he saw no targets to prepare despite the requirsement
placed upon the lst MAW to condust this preparaticn. Further, no report
wag made to the TACC that the 1Z prep was not conducted, and the CATF/
CIF were not aware until sfter the landing that the preparation had
not bean conducted, Although in this particular instance the landing
in IZ Crow was not opposed, the apparent lack of targets in and around
a 1Z% does not ensure the absense of & well gamouflaged, dug-=in enemy,
Unless specifically delegated to the TAC{A), the decision not to conduct
a planned IZ preparation ie that of the CATF/CLF, Furthermcre, the CATF/
CIF mist be kept informed of any proposed deviabion from the plan.

11, Ilsssons Iearned.

a. Commnigcations.

(1) Comment = Prior to the execution of Operation OSAGE ten
AN/PRC=R5 radios were requested and obiained from CG III MAF to increase
the range and improve reliability of FM radic communications within the
Landing Force.

(2) Discussion = Onee again the PRC=Z5 proved its superiority
over the present family of FM equipment i.e. (PRC-6, 8, 9, & 10), Ex-
cellent FM communications were maintained with the PRC-25 both ship-to-
ghore and within the landing Forece ashore.

{3) Recommendation = That the SIF be augmented with ten
AN/PRC=25 radios to improve reliability of FM commwnications., A re-

cormendation was separatsly submitted to the CG, FMF SEVENTH Fleet on
this subject on 7 May,
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b, Casualty Reporting,.

(1) Comment =~ Casualty reporting for Operation OSAGE was coordin-
ated and controlled at the SLF Headquarters level, (See para 10.g).

(2) Discussion - Prior to Operation OSAGE the SLF staff was augmented
by a Captain and GySgt from 9th MAB to establish and coordinate the functioning
of the CRCC during OSAGE. This system established, proved to be sound, however
there is a continuing need for administrative persomnel to coordinate the SLF CRCC.
9th MAB augmentation,although desirable,is not entirely responsive to the short
reaction time which the SLF is normally required to maintain.

(3) Recommendation = That the T/O of the SLF staff be increased to
provide for a SNCO with a MOS of Ol4l to coordinate the SLF CRCC. This SNCO will

- also be utilized for many other administrative tasks required of the SLF Heedquart-

' ers,

c., Tactical Air Observer/Tacticel Air Controller (Airborne).

(1) Commen:t = After the morning of D=Day TAO/TAC{A} support was
sporadic, and airborne control of CAS aireraft was not always available when
needed, After D=Day, TAO/TAC{A)'s operating within the AOA were not always
fully apprised of the scheme of maneuver and dispesition of friendly units,

(2) Discussion - The immediate availability of TAG/TAC(A) support
subsequent to D=Day was dependent on other commitments pilaced on the lst MAW,
The Air Observer organic to the SLF was utilized only during the morning of D=Day
and reembarked aboard the LPH due to the uncertain availability of cbservation
aircraft. This lack of a conbinuocus TAO/TAC({A) limited the responsiveness of
supporting arms, and eliminated an important sourze of information on the friendly
and enemy situation,

(3) Recommendatior. = That a minimun cf two (2) armed UH=IE helicopters
be attached tc the SLF for the duration of any operation, The ready availability
of these aircraft would insure timely and efficient tactieal air observation and
tactical air conbtrol (airborne) for CAS aircraft, The pilots of the UH=1E aire
craft and SLF Air Observer would be continually apprised of the tactieal situation
during the operation when based aboard the LPH,

12, Comments on TAB B and TAB C, The follcwing comments are made to clarify or |
amplify certain statements, opinions, and rezcmmendations contained in the After
Action Reports of BLT 1/5 and HMM 364s

s, TAB B (BLT 1/5) Combat After Action Report),
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(1) Planning (Pava 1kh.a.(2) of TAB B).

The Phu loc area was not divided into six geographical
areas, but rather within the AOA six Lending Force Cbjectives were
established, BLT 1/5 further assigned BLT objectives for additional
gontrol purposes.

(2) Use of Reconmnaissance Personnel (Para 1h.d. of TAB B).

The utilization of recormaissance naraonnal prl.y Lo
D-Day was thoroughly considered by t™: LI Commander, e
Control of the reconnalssance pPersuiiici Waeo -cudided DY wie vl commander
and a2t no time was there any denial of the planned BLT employment of
these peracnnel, ' - ) ‘

be TAB C (HMM 364 After Action Report).

(1) Tactical Air Cbserver/Tactical Air Controller {Airborne) .
(Item 1) (See lessons lLearned; para 1l.c of above)

(2) Close Air Support and IZ preparation (Item 2)

{a) 1Z Preparation (See para 10.k. above)

(b) . The CATF requested that CAS be on station from 0730
until 1200 to cover the withdrawal of the landing forss., It is con=
sidered that the failure to provide these aireraft on a relieve-on=
station basis during the extremely critical phase of the operation could

have had serious consequences if the enemy had elssted to strongly oppose
the withdrawal.

(3) Helicopter Mission Resquest (JItem 3).

Concur in the recommendation that the HDC be the single .
ageney through which the helicopter unit receives its instructionss how=
aver the procedurs sstablished prior to OSAGE was a reflection of this
standard prosedurs. The procedure established for handling mission re=
quests was that requests from the BLT for routine medical evacs, log=
istic resupply and recon missions were sent to the BLT TAC LOG which in
turn submitted to the HDC as the agency to coordinate with the helicopter
squadron, ALl requests received by the TACRON over the TAR net were
submitted to the HDC in a similar manner, On occasions such as smergency
med-evace the BLT did contact aircraft in the air to divert them from a
routine mission in order to expedite the emergency mission.

(4) Reports {(Item 5).

The six hour SITREP is required due to the requirement im-
posed upon the IF commander to submit & hour SITREPS as part of the CATF
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report, In the future the Daily Summary of Flight Operations and TACRON
Summary of Air Operations will be consolidated and submitted once

daily to TACRON which will effect the necessary distribution.

Daily
.
aFete Mf;

/

TAB A = Operation Overlay
TAB B = Afier Action Report of BLT 1 (
TAB C < After Action Report cof HMM 364

y

==
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COAFIDENTIAL

rrom: G GROUP-4
IO ! onmander SEVENTH Fleet Downgraded at B yuaf inlorealss

Tyt Digtribution List Donlagsified after 12 T ars.

Butj: Letter of Inetruction (LOI) for Exercise HILL TOP Series (i

Ref:  (a) »vp 22(a)
(L) F¥P 5{4)
{¢) Maps: Phili: pines. 150,000 ANS Series S711 Hinas
Shests: 15 sQ0C_AMS Series Tabones Target Area, Luzong
1:50,000 Ats Serles, Green Bezch, Subiec Bay., Tuzocn

Schedule of E?énts T T

(1) R -
(2) Forces Assigned

{3} Command Relationships

t4) Ewercise Control Organization

This letter provides fundamental informaticn
exercises to be conducted under the nickneze
is scheduled, specific instructions for that
ed by suz plementary message using this letter

arphiblous training reguiremsnis, they
in favor of conducting amphibious it
ARG/SLF. '
(1) Fi‘e:juent"rot&“tion of shipas of the ARG,
(2} Tresuent rotation of the BLT and HMN of the £LT:
{3} Readiness %o meeit contingency rnperaticns anyvhare
h i i i3 8 50

The most desirable time to conduct amphibious treinin
tation of the SLF/BLT as fezsible.

:2. This series of exercizes, employing a balanced ne
v, is primarily designed for training the ARG/SLF in
1ibious raid uperations.

L. HEILL TOF is an unclassified, asgigned nickname which steed el
Sranhos an enphivicus ryefd tralaitg swérsiss.
To warmit thewaof this IOI on a recurring basis with

inist ratlve changes, the exercise number and PHIBLEX id:r
‘as igzned by CIACEBACFLT) will be promulgated by messag
cing phase ¢f =ach HILL TOP exercise.

ages will be required each time this

rowzlgated by message.

, TOP etercises in this sze

ries, unless direstss ga&'fﬂ%sr
in %he San Jose arca, Hiado

"'-9 R.F>»
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4, Exercise Objeciives.

a. General,

(1) The s:ercise 13 designed to parallel certsir countingoncy
¥zrious p a2 desizned to test the canmb‘.?*Jeu of s.uft
ng, unilatersl coovdinmation, and leadership with

covpany level and below; alsa, the capability ﬂiv'

foroe bto conduct rapid movement from ship-txw Vo' G
asks, acconmplish the iﬂsion, end execute a e
This is to be accomplished in an cnvironﬂan tho
territory controll ei and dominazied by fictitlous hostile

Availzbility of shinping, su;rorting foruas, time av i .-
ray dictuale the necessity to incorporar: sy aropriats
i in the scops of HILL TOP, training nhjectives ihUlh Nawvy
Copine) or the revisioen of ct“v. instructions con ad nera
Po ¢ rovide feor this oventuality, this LOT is
pe DTficer Corduciins the swercise (O0N) &)
i snlenment reguired adjustments. Ho ?er‘ if a maj“ 4
el the ewercise is desired, suthordzation for adﬁ*

he Feques

5. Jount Tra:ning Objectives.

e

Aontrin ixn
BR 1

pplicgtinn of cur

{137 To =
gas witn spa2cial

St o conduet of
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t
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and
rai;
(2) Ship-to-Shore movauent by surface and &ir rosss
(4} Orgenizatism 97 ground combat.
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itg orgenizatl:
subgeqguerntly a.

“he ecapability of the ianding Force toc 72l
upen completion of a raigd for aguich v 3
;igned mission (ateff problam’.

oy

{3} Tg tegt she ability of the Trek Force to tlamer.ials
S liagence, report:d by reconnaissancs o UDT eleman o it
\1n““< rumprﬁ s whiie underway to and or in taw ampnthbiow
1¥e Urede e tae plzeed con tiveliness wrd scourac
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¢z, Navy Training Objiectives.

{1) Within the framework of paragrark L.a. and b. zbove,
%0 fmoug training on the following:

{e) Control of the shore-to-ship movement during an
ny contested withdrawal.

(b) Ccordination end control of fire suppert durirg ths

XY

wid ) rawal with emphemis on pre-arranged fires to cover the withw

{¢) Defense¢ against swimmers, small boat and greound wesnon

i R

{4) Clapdevtine pre D-Day beach rsconnails

" T TR

{e) Clandestine pre D=Day and D-Dayr decemtior operatic s,

{f) Delivery and ccordinatior of naval gunfire and aiv
ryranged and onecail fires by means of a FIREX/CLSEY.

$. Marine Trairing Objectives,

(1) Within the framewerk of paragraph L,a. and t. ahov e
-z o.ng on the following:

(2) Develop and test established primeiples and festw
¢\ appiication of Marine Corps tacties in the condvst RN Y e 3

. %o inelude rapid movement from ship-to-shore, rapid duple

i R
. -ces ashore, and execution of a planned zovered w.thdrsual.

(b) Provide for a reliable, sesurs communicéticns
5= by Force Recounnaissance Teams pricr to the arrival o-
s Task Force in the objective arean. ’

(c) Disseninate lasteminute intelligence ane onEt

o without maverizlly changing the normal pattern of alzgo ~and
‘d) Repid build-up of combat power ashore to maxiiigs 0¥
& : arprisz inherent in 2 raid.

(e} Plan and operate a prirarily Hig
crw rwh gysiem that is responsive and flewi (dope o d

b nom puild-up of supplies ashore.

{(f) Aehiesve prompt target acguiszitien Ly air are gro

{g) Plan and execute Tires in supsort of withdraoal -.
covste on eflfective displacement aseaward of lsnding feoxce exrtil

{n) Test current dostrine in tasuslty ewsontion o B IIERTG.

3 IR P
- - - < <
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of ihi exerciss is Touricld. first,
'”bIl“hPe in the planning
wavian of a UAlezard 3 second, by devotirg
“ion o the bradindlap of jeaotly numﬁvated above, to develcy
. T sertein vald :ﬁe”xiqum zyd provsdures; third, to test
CeoLsooeiddty to eondven plarned. covered withdrawal of all
K gguiprent Pilw e whark wiihin

o Te
sdme2 Irsme: cavabiliity of Lie
< Y

2arpugae. Slie porr

¥zl

vawry«Narine Guor

&
su
e

forae ue Uu n for aquieck resvhonse
Jorecusnttlyoas
FrLnsric

i cereyiap out iis

i suntry operaticns “n
ﬂzlltary effort agains® Communist
“raurgent foross bave enjoyed

NATION

PR g receat wonthe despite insressesd FRIZNDLY

SR astrengin S ogebivity. AS & resuld insur-
L (T ze T (war of mewsmers characterized by

H I ga;ihatimﬁ and enpltiment aleng conventiornsl limes).

{27 Covert, usually veliable ing =¥

SR sneresased onemy bunldup of suppliss, equipmert ard forces
o Lnyder setwann the halligerert nziions
reported nstiviby
STICHR.
botke ingw
hattzlien

trese same sourcas
iy, coastsl areas

suppert the contens
comdaned armed

e 187, that the

eby subotertially

_,\;

W

M Qv oer

S ]

[N

o fesus attynticn elseuvlere
foress Yor commitment Lo
lezst tenpcrarily, the JCS
cuted on the enemy homeland.
ah ciher operations, will
uwlae foxrnes =0 ug 1o
of Phase i1l ﬂp5“ﬁbsuﬁ
. CAPTON, with U 8. wilitery
searcn and destroy operaticns. [:
wvor . wn ecacbalin the inswepgency and

i)

v

scrnetions from the JUS, CINCPAC

TR Sheel O A spaciiied Largets

zhort darasion

ong wora caszntie

1eg and Lo desiroy

*:reu the destruve-
iie major uiili-
sedars, COHIEVINTEFRLI
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4 CopmEhve. & 07 76!?9 to exec aue ap“!l!!u raid plﬁﬁﬁe
1ibicue raids w ars b3
<ri poluinete S

ey CH :Vi%T%Fi? 128 directed Commauders TF 76/79 to

an amphiﬁinas rald on TENCHAI an, CCMMCHAM.
d i: the vizinity of a specified launding
EM: ﬁA [10H,

landing Torce will coaduct an amphibilous

o to attack and destrey TEKCHAH, a combined

¢nd to 2iiminatoe cnamy forces located therein

»2y COMMCHAN, o vital radie relay stationt Upan

raed tasks, CLF will coniust a rapld withdérawal

Cn and C4TF/ULF, iz a ecordinated effort, will
izus withdrawal of the larding forecs. Upon re-

1111 withdraw te seaward ts carry cu® sssigmments

B ow n

el 3y clandestine reconnalissance and surveillan:ze
bescn will be comducted.

2

reit will ve characierized by ranid novemert ani

i niand, Every effort will te us2d to achieve

P““iﬁﬁ ¥. Cloaze aiy s 7t will be onecall
CATF/CLF, Maximun Zime authorized ashore

t“gxs is 72 hours from U-Heour with the withes

itz sorning of Dal.

b ® (E‘Zo,} iz & unilateral MAU.
us & 2 4in the San Jos2 area, Mindoro,
CASTY will be coadL a2 at Takones Targel A;cgg Subis
F. o

v, He nliowed by a rehearsal larding a2t GRIEN EE4LCH,

Fay, Zuzen, R.JF, HILL TGP (No Y} will e controlled zad ojposed.
£t=tynz subnar inn will perTurix the Tial rdle of éarly iInsertion
rge degohnaissznces Teams into the obicective area and will oppose
.ghbb aus ra& Force during its mevemant, Marine VHA/VIFA aire
o ng from NAS, Cubi Poirnt, R,F. or SEVENTY Fleet carrier-
will provide close azir support for ths sxercise. For

3 The exercise will includa:

{31} Praopasltioning of aggressors and supporiing sxerciss
LT {See Spreizl Iastructions, paragraprh 13 kolsw.)

2 Peaen and inland reconpalilssance operations withia thas
2l E arsa.

{31 A FIRUL/LASEX at Tabones, Target Area, Sabic Zey.

{b* ishearsnl at Green Besch, Subic Bay amnd rehearsal critiqus,

Sy

L) Cpposnd mevement and urderway replenishmznt of the Amphibious
corze sareute tn the gbjeetive area.

-

CONFIDERTIAL
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{(6) Pre H-Hour simulatad destruction of cbstacizs and dalens s
by 1aval gunfire, zir and demcalitioas,

{(?7) Amchibious raid launding.

(3) Mot more than 72 hours operaticns tsohors fullsoyes Ly an
oppased tacticsl withdrawal on the morning of I3,

(9) Defense of the ATF in tae ADA.

€10) staff planning for subssquentiy acrigned smphi™ 1. v
rizsions. —

(11) Critique.
£. Sehednle of Events. See 2nclosure (1) {sclduls of 3:vals
€. Command Relationships. Su2 enclosure (32 Ylommand F2l= . oaghiw o,

a. COMSEVINTHFLT is the officer schady’ *he evrsy iz

bo COMFHIBFDRSEVENTHFLT iq the Exercies Im socter 2
responsibility for coordinatil of pﬁanni%g, neansratinr,
of the exereise,

¢. Commarder Amphibions Keady Greoup is donignater
the exercise. {OCE) ’

4., Fxercise Control Orgarizatiecn. S&ee enzingure {43

(1) Newvy Exe
Ready sroup.

(2) Trioop Bxerszise Cocrdimator (TXC
F(JICG (SIJF) - T

{3) Ko Ixercisa Intelligence Center {373) will be sziablist-d
NEG and “EC will perfornm the funcitions of the II0.
{4) Uuapires will be sve Sporeszor - otiviny wt

cuortrolled directly Ly

e. Task Orfanlzﬁrlgi.

{1) Cemmandsr Amphibious Ready Grouvp a: 20H is esairril fan
ez ar CTG 76.5. -
{£2) A4 Cowrand Ln ‘ormation s b e iablise’

£20¢ Lthne exXxerciss. =

’3) Compander Amshibious Resdy Group
ey

hibious Task Force ("4 IO
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(4) Commander Special Landing Force {3L7) is desig:
lLanding Force (CLF). Task designator CTC 79.% ilc assigned,
(5) Direct liaison between Exerclse Divector, OUE
CINCPLCREP PHIL and commanders providing forsas for She e

uppiicable, is authorized, DUirect lislsca boivien Bdf&r#p;;;:
is authorized for planning and cornducting the ygeraise.

7: Public Affairas

a, The OCE will pvovide fo

H

mzke the initial press reieaste. 8 - twq»f -l
5 th CINCPACREP PHIT who is raquested i veoriinate uith DI I
Trbassy and goverament *oﬁcerzsd rri te s )?1«%10n for {03 TRYTASS

T Publ;cit“ will e ecomm
2uaroisa.

e, Publiec Rslations Thewes.

(1) davy-Marine Corpa Team readineps ypesinr

L]

(2) Zontinucus traiming te nees geptingenrdes in ovy Tamati
(3) Balanced vzid forez capz>iliiy.

(L) U.8./Philiopine coeporetion {can he dnmon-neoaio? By ero
al participation of Philippine Forces 2nd aticrdange 37 SR RERLEE
S3rvers,

deo Appropriatn givic action prog am shoulié be plains
concurrent with the operatios (tn ine nds éisi huatio
terial),

!
;..l.

8. 3upport Requested from CIMCPACRER “RIL. It is zsqres’ ol the? 17

-

following asupport be provided for the “Fhe cxerciso.

s, FProvide lizison and coordinatlcyu as roquirec.

]

., Assist CLF ia mettlement of claima.

c. Agmeist OOF i accuisition of ¢l:aranees for com,. a0 Ruol e
guirsmenta.

., Assist 072 in coordinatirs air op:
ferance with alr defense and aid of acguisd

8. Avronge for moneuver eres ané scafeir

Y, Reporis egux-e s o formal Post Exarels
nessags repers C?&iu&bAl ths exoralee fyoz b

of view will be submlt*ed as soon after cempls
feanible,

0. Logistics and adninistrztion.

a., Lepisties snd adainistration #1711 be 1a 2gou
operating procedurss for marval forces and az Siracted |
VLT for Marine Forois. '
7 O TSRS
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b, GCommander Landirz Force will appeint & Claims 7 I1ficer vho will

investigate all claims., “Claims which earnot b2 settla” ‘mamediately wilC

be submitted tarough normal channels.

11, Security. Handliug of exercise classified raterial will be in
accordance with current directives. In the imterest of vapld Algsemi-
nation of material and maximum training be?efitca nodiftiad bandlirg

of CONFIDENTIAL maberial will Me authorized =k

12, Communications,

2. Cormander Amphibious Task Force ani Comrender “iudine Tores il

submit frequency requirsments to CIMCPAGREF PHIT, copias €3
and COMPHIRFTORSEVENTHFLT. as early as rarticab € and 5o lzr thar o0
days prior to the execution phase af g exercine, Thagy roulvereaic
vill include frequency, purpose, gre“hmﬂal laeatior 2 =

of osperations, emission, power outgu £, and rognred dzte:

b. Task crganizabion designators appli
are effective for cemmunications upsn comm
sre dissclved when the arphibicus exercise

e

; \'7
Ry
-

e 3
G

o]

z:_ll
Rt
B W%

analaces Fied palean
mescags, 2Sf-1ins

v
p
oy
m

Frarcise HILL TCOF {No.) at the beginning
enorypﬁea exercise messagas will carry the un
g TOP (No.) external to the sacrynpted taxt,

POF (Fo.J" will not be used ir message authenbhis

c. A1l exercise comnunications will ¢:
[}

g

t'?.v"f

=

AT
£
L

kY]

£
o
..l t-fsi‘u -

15, Special Instructions.

8. Requests for U.S., Nevjy unlts @pd peresrral no+ —ravided fer i
this letter of instruction will be su mithed o COMSTV T

b. BSafety of perscmnel, silps, aircraft =74
parapount. -

., Only coaventioral weapzns play will he °x=r¢;7 A dvmiog wha
E-.®recise HILL TOP series.

e. 3koeh oud of the MOVEED gra i an® vihupiasd.

%, Cenceslation. This
saarnte dirsctive.

g7
TINCPACFLT (%) oS
0G F”?FA(‘" (2) ET; C7re 79-2 (26)
COMBAVPHIL (2) ¢T3 76.5 (10) 7

SMUAVRASE 5T (2) oG 79,5 (203 w7
JHPHIS.!?{%G'( =) SINCPACREP PHIL (&)

DECLASSIFIED

SOESEYTT H T

[



DECLASSIFIED

’ I l ‘

Enzlosure {1)

ey - o 3y h )
Taentaiive Schedule cof Tyenks

foy
g
1:5
Ao
1:1
<
o
Jev

On promulestion of CT% 76.5 and CTG 79 34
cupgplencatary nes=

gaze wo this ILO0I,

7.5 Position Apmressor 14

econtr sl prreonael ay

kFeL Araa» akie

.k amx’ As"x‘ Tavons:

1635 Frew«sail confercace.

) PeLenrsal and eritle:. Srasy Beawsyy Sunic R
Insers Recon/UUi Trar s into cbjoetiv: arsn,

Yo L nroute San Jess area, Cpmosed mosensnt 3w
trderway replenishianb.

D.Day, BExercise HYL. TP (¥3, ).

U

D3l and D+ Opexaiions achors g2l in ACA.
Ded laonn/ ’ withdrawsl arc reemhzrxatiow of Licding Firue,
eritique and movemsld aut of eohisciive area.
- L= o
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Enclosure {(2)

Forces Assignad

io The fnllowing forcecs are assigned for planning rurpose: to particizzic
iv Bxercise HILL TOP (Ne,) iz a friemdly role:

a: UeSa Na!g

Lpi

APL {or LPD)

Lsh

38

TACRON DET

L7 DET '_W
k8% DET

B4 DET

bD

A0 {support as requested)

s

QPP M S o e

L7

MG

1 MEU HQ

1 BLT

1 HNI

1 VHA/VMFA DET

Po

2. The following forces are assipgned for plarning purposss 49 pariicio:
in EDxercise MILL TOP (No.) in an aggressor rolet

4, U.8. Navy
"y 8§

b, USHC
As dztermined by TEE,

“Thaiz enbaarine will perforam in a felenily rolz for cower
Toree Reconnaissanc: Teams prior te D=Day, Followlng comploti
mission the suvbmarizne will revert to the Navel Brerciss Tner
te -opposs the Amphibious Task Foice during its moven=at :
aread. -

Snelooure £2°
CONy TLERTIAL
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Enclosurs (3%)

4, PLANNING PHASE
‘ ’*" COMEHIBFOLSEVENTHFLY *f}
5

(Exorcize Direzigy) J
j S ) war

Commamder Amphibious
Ready Group (05F)

MR s i < s o B

P S SR
5 |
L CATF o em wa  mm e o e = B T T T RS B o4 .
; . i |
i s T e oA

R Operational Control
e oo o o Coordinaticon Cooperalicn
A,  QOPERATIONAYL PHASE

| COMPAIRPORSEVENTRILI
{Eyereise Dirsctor)

=TI W e Qi LS G S

Comnander Amphibioy
Ready Group (OO

:

o ; | o te e L3

. Uraratiowal Control CLF Enciosurs (1.

' ; SIUTIBTHTIAL,
S
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Exerciae Control Crganizaiion
e -

CATF

Exer:ise Direclor

#

2 3 40 27 T M e o e v

Cu¥

NEC

20ve e e
ek

WICT IS TR e Rt wrmr e

!

[ S N PSRRI S
X

l

Netereg Y mmu-:‘s_ TRt

2t —— e — ey e =
| ! |
% Mawry ; Kavy : Troop j Trou,
| Aggressor i Cmpire Agsressor i Tapive |
i et e e e o on g

Hotas

Refer to FXP 5(A)

Lnoliogn:
OOHFIDE
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Hill tep
HEADQUARTERS
Task Group 79.5
USS Valley Forge (LPH-8)
FPO San Francisco, 96601
TEG :ms
25 February 1966

From: Cormmander
To: Commander, Fleet Marine Force, U, S. Seventh Fleet (Commander,
Task Force 79)

Subj: HILLTOP IXI -~ Post-Exercise Report

Ref: (a) COMSEVENTHFLT 1lir 3010 Ser N6-0325 of 17Novés
(b) COMSEVENTHFLT 1302447 Janbb
(e) Commander, Task Group 79.5 OpOrder 325-66
(d) NwP 22(A)
(e) LFM O1

Enel: (1) Task Organization, U. S. Marine Forces
(2) Task Organization, U. S. Navy Forces
§3) Bxercise events
L) Comments and Recommendations

1. GENERAL,

a, Exercise HILLTOP IIT was designed initially to prepare the BLT
and HMM of the Special Landing Force for Dagger Thrust operations and
-to test amphibious raid procedures, The original objectives were set
forth in Commander, Seventh Fleet letter of Instruction, reference (a),
but were subseguently modified by reference (b) and a compressed time
sehedule to be a renearsal for Operation DCUBLE EAGLE employing both
waterborne and helicopterborne ship-to-shore movements with an additien-~
8l BLT employed.

b. The initiating directive promilgated by COMSEVENTHFIT, reference
(a), designated Commander, Task Group 79.5 as Commander landing Ferce.
Reference (b) reassigned the responsitility of Commander Amphibious Task
Force from COMPHIERCH THREE to COMPHIBRON FIVE, CTG 76.6.

¢. Seventeen (17) Philippine observers were present and observed
both the waterborne and helicopterborne assaults,

2. SUMMARY OF EVENTS.

a. Preliminary Eventg. Planning with COMPHIBRON FIVE was initiated
on 8 January 1966 when CIC 79.5 and members of his staff arrived in
Okinawa and boarded the USS PAUL REVERE. Coneurrently planning was ini-
tiated for DOUBLE EAGLE. FPlanning conferences were held in Subic Bay
during the period 16 thru 18 January. The CTG 79.5 OpOrder for HILLTOP
III was issued on 17 January 1966, A final pre-sail conference was held
on 19 January aboard the USS PAUL REVERE at which all participating com~
mands were represented.

CONFIDEINTIAL
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(1) BLT 3/1 was embarked in Task Group 76.6 shipping at Buckner
Bay, Okinawa, between 10 and 12 January, chopped to OPCON of CTG 79.5 up=-
on embarkation, and was transported teo Sublc Bay, FPhilippines, arriving
on 16 January,

(2) The SLF BLT, BLT 2/3, was embarked in Task Group 76.5 (ARG)
shipping at Okinawa on 31Dec~lJan and departed for Subic Bay, Philippines
on 2 January, arriving 6-8Jan.

(3) HMM 362 embarked aboard the US3 Valley Forge (LPH~8) on
6 January at Chu Lai, Vietnam and arrived in Subic Bay on 8 January.

(4#) During the periocd 16-19 January extensive liaison with CTG
76.5, CTG 76.6, and other HILLTOP III planners and participants was
conducted,

{5) From 17 through 19 January the two BLT!s conducted an inten-
sive program of training ashore, including forced marches, survival tech-
niques, physical conditioning, AnTrac indoctrination, helicept.r train-
ing, and wel net procedures, The helicopter squadron conducted operation-
al training with the BLT's and performed upkeep and maintenance on Heli-
copters.,

b. Exercige Fvents: The exercise was conducted during the pericd
2024 January and Included the followlng events which are covered in
more detail in Fnclosure (2);

(L) Naval Gunfire/Close Air Support exercise on 2C January in
the Tabones target complex, located adjacent to Subic Bay, Philippinea.
Aircraft for this exercise and for the subsequent HILLTOP III were pro-
vided by CTG 79.3. NGF ships were provided by CTG 7C.8.

- (2) A rehearsal on 21 January at Green Beach, Subic Bay, util-
izing all waterborne forces but limited helicopterborne forces.

(3) Movement to the objective area, located in the San Jose area
of the island of Mindoro, Philippines, on 21-22 January.

(4) Waterborne amphibious assault by BLT 3/1, and a helicopter—
borne assault by BLT 2/3, in the 3an Jose amphibious objective area com-
mencing at 0800 on D-Day, 23 January 1966.

(5) Operations ashore, including securing of a beach support
area, seizing designated landing force objectives, conducting search amd
clear operations within assigned zones, linkup between BLT's, and the
conduct of a tactlical withdrawal from the objJective area on 2L January.

3. OBJECTIVES.

a. Major Joint Objectives: The major joint objectives were to test
tactical unit application of current doctrine in the conduct of amphibious
operations with special emphasis on:

(1) Ship~to~shore movement by sur”ace and air means.

(2) Organization for ground combat.

{3) Amphibtious withdrawal at conclusion of a raid,
b, Major Marine Corps Objectives:

2
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(1) The objectives prescribed by the LOI were as follows:

(a) Develop and test established principles and doctrine
for the application of Marine Corps tactica in the conduct of amphibious
raids, to include rapid movement from ship-to-shore, rapid deplcyment of
forces ashore, and execution of a planned covered withdrawal.

(b) Provide for a reliable, secure communications system
for use by Force Reconnaissance Teame prior to the arrival of the Amp-
hibious Task Force in the objective area,

(c¢) Disseminate last-minute intelligence and changes to
operations without materislly changing the normal pattern of electronice
emissions.

(d) Rapid build-up of combat power ashore to maximize
shock and surprise inherent in a raid,

{e) Plan and sperate a primarily ship-based logistic sup-
port system that is responsive and flexible, and which will permit a
minimmm build-up of supplies ashore,

(£) Achieve prompt target acquisition by air and ground
neansy

(g) Plan and execute fires in support of withdrawal with
emphasis of effective displacement seaward of landing force artillery.

c. Exerclise Modifications. Due to the shortened time frame to plan
and execute HILLTOP III, the shift in emphasis from & Dagger Thrust type
operation of one BLT, and one HMM, to a rehearsal for the subsequent
DOUBLE EAGLE Operstion and resultant two BLTVs, one HMM operation, the
scope and objectives of HILLTOP III were correspondingly modified,

(1) Objective 3b(1)(b) concerning communications by Force Recon-
nassiance Teams was not tested due to the dsletion of the insertion of
the Force Hscon Teams into the objective arsa.

(2) Objective 3b(1)(c) concerning dissemination of last minute
intelligence was not tested. Intelligence play was limited to the
initial dntelligence.

(3) Objective 3b(l){e) concerning ship based logistic support
system was not tested due to limited duration of operation, and no re-
quirement to land vehicles or to build up any supplies ashore,

(4) Objective 3b(1)(g) econcerning displacement of landing force
artillery wus not tested. WNo artillery was landed to conform with the
planned DOUBLE EAGLE Operation,

d. Major Navy Objectives: These were limited to:
(1) Contrel of ship~to~shore movement,
(2) Control of fire support during a withdrawal.

(3) Defense of the transport area,

(L) The delivery and coordination of naval gunfire and air
support.

3 CONTIDENTTIAL
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L. OBSERVATIONS.

a. Planning was effectively accomplished despite the initisl wide
geographical separation and last-minute arrival of some of the part-
ieipants, -

b. The CASEX/FIREX provided an excellent opportunity to exercise
the TACC and SACC and to train and further refine the skills of the
SFCP's and TACP!s,

c. The facllitles of the PAUL REVERE proved adequate for the CLF
to cantrol operaticns ashore.

d, The tactieal withdrawsl was exscuted smoothly and effectively,
although not within the time frame specified within the OpUrder, because
the tactical situation and increased slze of the forces assigned dic-
tated a slower withdrawal than had been planned.

J. R. BURNETT
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TASK _ORGANIZATICN FOR HILLTOP IJI - U, S. Marine Corps

Landing Force (TG 79.5) Col J. R. BURNETT
HQ LF
BLT 2/3 (TU 79.5.2) LtCol HORN
2dBn,3rd Mar

24 Plt,Co A,3rd MIBn

Btry B,(Rein),lstBn,12thMar

2d P1t (Rein),Co A,3rd EngrBn

107mm Howtar Btry,3rd Bn,12th Mar

24 P1t (Rein),Co A,3rd ATBn

2d Plt éRein),Co A,3rd Tank By

2d P1t (Rein),Co A,3rd Recon Bn

3rd Plt (ReinS,co B,lst AMIraec Bn {(Note 1)
Det, HgBn, 3rd MarDiv

Det, Col and Clearing P1lt,Co A,3rd MedBn
Det, 1st ServBn

Det, 3rd FSR

Det, Recon Pli, lst Force Recon

Det, lst SPBEn

Det, BMU

SFCP, Hg Btry,lstBn, llth Mar (Note 1)

BLT 3/1 (TU 79.5.1) LtCol TOUNG

3rd Bn,lst Mar

1ist Plt,Co A, 1stMIBn

Btry C (Rein),lst Ba,llth Mar
3rd Plt,Co A,lst EngrBn

3rd Plt,Cc A,1st ATBn

3rd P1t,Co A, lst Tank Bn

3rd P1t (Rein),Co A,lst ReconBn
lst Plt,Co B,3rd AMI'racBn

Det, HgBn,lst MarDiv

Det, Coll and Clearing P1lt,Co A,lst MedEn
Det, 1st ServBn

Det, 3rd FSR

Det, Recon Plt,ist Force Recon
Det, H&SCo,lst SPBEn

Det, BMU

HMM 362 (TU 79.5.3) LtCol ALDWORTH

NOTE 1: Detached to BLT 3/1
effective 200800H,
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TASK ORGANIZATICN FOR HILLTOP IIT - U, S, Navy

Amphibious Task Force (TG 76.5) Capt MADDOCKS, USN

PAUL REVERE (APA-243)
SKAGIT (AKA-105)
CATAMOUNT (LSD-17)
VALLEY FORGE (LPH-8)
MONTROSE (APA-212)
MONTICELLO (LSD-35)
BARRY (DD=933)
WEISS (APD-135)
TACRCY 11 DET

UDT 11 DET C

BMU DET
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1. CASEX/FIREX,

a. QCeneral. This was designed to provide a coordinated exercise in
which close air support aircraft and naval gunfire ships worked in con-
junction with SFCP snd TACP to improve combat readiness of ships and air-
eraft providing supporting forces. Additionally to exercise SACC in over-
all coordination of supporting arms and finally but no less important to
provide nesded experience for SFCP and TACP's in ealling in actual
missions,

b. Exscution.

The SFCP and TACP from BLT 2/3 were prepositioned ashore inthe
Tabones Targét Area prior to the commencement of the exercise. The CASEX
commenced at 0800 with aireraft from VMA 311 conducting four tactical air
strikes and expending 500 rounds of 20mm cannon fire, 36 MK76 bombs and
24 rockets. During this phase of the exercise, the SFCY called in sim-
ulated NGF missions to the destroyer in order to provide additional input
to the SACC. The FIREL commenced at 1100 with the USS BARRY providing
the NGF support.

c. Evaluation.

The CASEX/FIREX proved to be an excellent vehicle to improve
readiness and functioning of personnel in SACC, the SFCP and TACP's in
addition to exercising the supporting NGF ship,

2, REHEARSAL GREEN BEACH.

" a. General, The rehearsal at Green Beach on 21 January was designed
to test the landing plan, comnunications and coatrol procedures, capab-
ility of supporting forces and to ensure troop familiarity with plans,

b. Execution. The rehearsal landing included landing of all the
scheduled waves and a limited number of helicopter waves. Pre-D-Day
transfers were effected by both BLT 3/1 and BLT 2/3. All scheduled sur-
face waves were landed; however only a token number of each helilifted
rifle company was landed. Emphasis was placed on rapid and correct de-
planing and debarking procedures and tactical deployment at the beach
and in the landing mone.

c, Evaluation. Although somewhat limited in scope, it is consider-
ed that the rehearsal was effective, and the mission was aeccomplished,

3, MCVEMENT TO THE CBJECTIVE AREA.

This was accomplished on 21-22 January with no significant events
resulting.

). SURFACE AND HELTECRNE ASSAULTS.

a. General. The concept of the assault phase was to land BLT 3/1
by surface means and BLT 2/3 by helicopter to conform to their subsequent
method of employment in Operation DOUBLE EAGIE.

b. Execution. The surface ship-to-shore movement was effected as
planned with H-Hour established at 0800. BLT 3/1 was landed in four
waves utilizing IVTP's in the first two wWayes followed by two waves boated
in LCH-5's, and an LCU. The scheduled waves were landed by B plus 25 in
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accordance with the landing plan. Both command groups for the ELT were
alsc landed as were the on-call waves. Non-scheduled serials were not
landed during the exercise.

¢, The helicopter ship-to-shore mcvemert was accomplished as planned
with L-Hour established as 0830. BLT 2/3 was landed in the desiguated
larding zones in 18C 1ifts with a total of 1175 trocps landed. No diff-
culties were encountored during any chase of the movement, '

5. OFERATIONS ASHURE.

a. Operations ashore were desigred to simulute the forthecoming Cpera-
tion DOULLE EAGLE. BLT 3/l was giver the miasion of securing a BSA, cou-
ducting deliberate search and clear operations, effecting a linlup with
BLT 2/3, then conducting a tactical withdrawal on order. The initial LF
objectives were secured by 1100 and both BLT's commenced conducting search
and clear operations within assigned mones. At approximately H plus 6,
BLT 3/1 was directed to effect the linkup with BLT 2/3 and this was com-
pleted by H plus 8. A warning order was issued that W-llour was tentat-—
ively set for 0700 24 January, The withdrawal plan provided for BLT 2/3
to be withdrawn entirely by helicopter with BLT 3/1 covering; then BLT
3/1 was to conduct a tactical withdrawal back to the beaeh and withdraw
by larding eraft. %W-Hour was axecuted as scheduled and withdrawal of all
units completed by 24343C. Although the prearranged schedule indicated
& more rapid withdrawal, it was appsrent that the schedule could not be
met due to the tactical situation imposed, time/distance factors, and the
effect of high temperature and hemidity on the troops.

b, Evaluation. Cperaticns ashore brought out the folluwinz:
(1) The detailed coordination required in linkup operations.
(2) The effect of heat and humidity on pre-set tire schedules,
(3) The necessity for a withdrawal plan to be flexible,

Enclosure (3)
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COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. a. Comment. The over all evaluation of HILLTOP III is that it is an
excellent training vehicle.

b, Discussion, It is considered HILLTOP III proved to be an extremely
worthwhile training exercise for all participents. In spite of modifications
necessitated by a change in concept to conform more closely to operation
DOUBLE EAGLE, it is felt that the exercise objectives, as modified, were
successfully accanplished.

¢. BRecommendation. That similar HILLTOP type exerclses be scheduied
for SIF BLT's prior to their committment in RVN operations.

2. a, Comment, Use of Aggresscr Forces.

b. Discussion. The limited time frame in which to conduct the planning
and subsequent operation precluded the use of aggressor forces. Although it
is recognized that aggressors add realism to the problem, create additional
intelligence play, and cause more troop interest, the lack of an aggressor
force did not materially degrade the exercise.

¢. Recommendation. Time and situation permitting, the use of an aggres-
sor force is recommended; however care should bs exercised to ensure that
sufficient planning time is allotted to ensure close integration of the ag-
gressor plan to attain the troop exercise objectives.

3., &a. Comment. The area for HILLTOP IIT was not large enough for a two
BLT size operation.,

b. Discussion. The area originally selected for HILLFOP III was de-
signed for only a one BLT operation. The resultant modification with two
BLTts employed was not accampanied by a corresponding increase in area.

¢, Recommendation. That liaison with CINCPACHEP PHIL make provisions
to allow for changing the exact area to conform to the size force actually
used,

L a, Comment. SOP type HILLTCP order.

b. Discussion. If, as presently indicated, the SLF BLI's will conduct
a WHILLTOP" type exercise on a continuing basis, the availability of an SOP
ty'pe order would greatly cutdown the planning time required.

¢. Recommendation. That such an order be developed utilizing the HILI~
TOP IXII order as & basis, and Mindoro as the exercise area.

5, a. Comment. Duration of the exercise.

b. Discussion. The time sllotted for operations ashore was inadequate
to fully exercise the BIT's. This was partlculary evident at the company
level where some companies had to prepare for withdrawal shortly after land-
ing, This was dictated in this particular situation by the overall time
schedule; however in future cperations time ashore should be sufficient to
allow all units to function effectively.

Enclosure (4)
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¢, RBecommendation. That time ashore be a minimum of two days with
withdrawal executed on D plus 2.

6. &. Comment. The CIF mist be fully appraised of all arrangements and
coordination of activities that occur between CINCPACPHIL REP and agencies
external to the landing force and the Government of the Republic of the
Pnilippines.

b. Discusasion. Certain minor instances occurred during HILLTOP III
which could have been avoided by adherrence to more formalized coordination
procedures., One such incident involved confusion as to the location of
Handclasp supplies in San Jose. On another oceasion, prior to the termin-
ation of the exercise, there was same diffeulty in locating a claims officer,

¢. Recommendation. That CINCPACPHIL REP publish to the landing force,
& detailed schedule of events that he has coordinated to include those
activities of agencies external to the Landing Force, Further, that CINCPAC-
PHIL REP make no committments involving the Landing Force without prior can-
sultation with and notification to the Landing Force Commander,

7+ a. Comment, That the Officer Conducting the Exercise (OCE) be allowed
more flexibility in interpreting the basic Letter of Instruction (10I).

b, Discussion. The changes brought about by the modification of the
initiel HILLTOP III LOI necessitated numerous small changes that could have
been settled easily at the Task Group level but required confirmation by
higher authority.

c. Recommendation. That the OGE be granted the authority necessary to
ensure flexibility in the planning and execution of future HILLTOP exercises,
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FH:  CTG 7645
TO: COMSEVEKTHFLT ;

IUFO:  CTF 76/CT# 79/CCiML.VPIIL/CINCRLC HUFHIL/CTG 79.5
EXp-CISKE HILLTCP IV FOST EXEACISE FEFORT (U)

4. COM3EVZNTIFLT LTR 3R 6-051 OF 25 TiR 66
BE. CTG 76,5 OPORD:E 304-56

THI3 I3 4 CTG 76.5/CT% 79.5 FE33AME

1. CHROMOLOGY -

12 MAR T3 76.5 UNDTRWAY 3URIC FOR TABCFES FIRINY CGIFLsi TO CCIDUCT FIRGL/
Casbi, ALL UNITS PIETD “IT ELCEFTION OF ALAHO, 0 CCULD iCT

COILUNICATE WITH 37CP.

PiE R~DAY TRANSFER3 COIDUCTLD AT RIGHT FOLLOVID? FIn X

I CPEN 3h.A.

3HIPS NWIFHT-3TLAF. D I LCC.LL OPALEA3 ALD FAlFAGED FOR “IHELE3LAL

LalDIFG SalDl BiCH SUBIC BAY,

13 MAR HRLICOFT_REO:IL ALD WATIRECAIL SEIP-TO~-3:H0OD LalDINE3 CCOIIUCT. D.
H-HOUR 0560CI - L-lCUR 05103, CRITIUZ 1D FrE=3ATL CCITiILICE ILID

I¥ PRIVCLTICE AFTLr, BACRLC.OING,
1, kAR =
ChL55 CCIILICED PLE D-DaY TuaFJriild AT ArChOZ SULIC LaY.
0800 TG 76.5 SORTIDD FOL 34 JOIT LTIDGN0.
15 tiLR S ,
0o0C  H~HOUR TZD TEACH. -
0010  L~HOUR HDZ 3FPaiEC..

16 iR

C500  ¥=[CUR 3IGFALLLD. COIMERCTD TaCTTCAL WITHDRALL OF ALL GITITS

TLT 1/5 BY ILLICOPTZR AND ECAT
1200  ANDER3Q! DETLCHLD. '“,"
1430  TaCTICAL WITiDRAYAL CCUTLITED
160C TG 76.5 UFDLEWAY FOR SUEIC Bil

2, DIEGRIG GF aTT.IMZHT CF EIZIRCISE CRJLCTIVES:

e GRIERAL COIZUNTS,  SINVCL T COMPOSITICY OF TG 76,5 SHIFFIV

Z AD 14EN

250 TLY CHANGED Al THE EMBARFSED BLT /5 HAD FOT TREVICUSLY EECOUNTTLLD ARG/SLF
CPziEaTIONS, IN PARTICULAR FRLICOPTIRECRIE DPRATICHS, TaL wacuCISC THOVIOSD 1

EaCRLICNT CPPCATULITY TO WoIs ALL TrESL FORCES TCGTHAR alyg COTLID

AMOUKT OF DIVERSIFILD TAINIWG IN THE 3HGETEIT 7L FiikD FO33IDLE.
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E. JOINT TRAINING OBJ?CTIVES. KO FAJOR PROTLIMS LNCCUNTIRED. CURIENT
DOCTRINE ILGARDING HELICOPTZEBCRMNE AKD ATHRECILT SHTP-TO-3I0LE LOVELBLT AS
TESTED AND FOURD ADCQUATL II ALL RaoPECT3. AMPUTNICUS {ITHORA AL UIDR V;QLEWIQ“V
CONDITIOFS JAS SATISFACTCRY. FIRL 3UPFO.T Puocgmﬁ 5 Ik a‘uISFACTOPY ALTHCUGH
COlE: DIFFICULTICZS PRAVANTRD FULL ATTAINZ 1T OF TRAINING CBJECTIVES,

C. YAVY OBJECTIVES. NO MAJOR PRCPIZS ENCOURTERED IN ATTATNIAIT OF THI3E
OBJ.CTIVES. DUL TO OTHZR OPMRATIONAL COMIITICNTS JUICH NECLI3ITATED TIE SCALIIC
DOJN OF THE EXERCISE NO CLAKDESTIIE ERACH RECORIAIS3ALCE OR OPPOSED UiEZF GCI

D. MARIIZ OBJECTIVES. THE LAIDING FORCE : ‘G@QI;SZHJ

% SHIP-TO=3H0IL r;o VNT
AND PURTHER EEFINE THD TaCTICAL SKILL3 OF IT5 Sicll UNITS. IN ADZITION TC THE

DUCTLD WHILZ DNROUTE TO THE AQA, ALD MO 3. JIIZLT OR SMALL BGAT »TTA W3 COIDDCTL:JJ.
Saih TE3TRD AND TIE DOCTRINE FOUKD TO BE \DE‘ UATw.  HILLTOP IV A3 COI._)I,JJ_.“LD

CE OBJECTIVES OF AMPHILICUS
OPLRATTION PLANFINGG HELICOPTZR OPERATTCR 5, AID 3URF. "
~ZE.LLENT OPPORTUNITY TO GXERCISE AND ACQUAINT LT 1/5 .JITH AHG/SLF TROCIDUILS
REFINLIENT OF INFALTRY SKILL3, THG TACP AlD SF SFCP ('F AL30 LXERCISED , 1D AFFORDED
EXCZLIZNT TRAINING THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN TiL CASEX/F IREX. ALTECUGH Tils LACK
OF 4GGRESSOR ACTIVITY, DUE TO TiE COLERZ3SED PLANTIC THE E, SOLEWHAT DETRACT.D
FROM THE REALTSM OF TH. EX:RCISE , THIS DID NOT MATRRIALLY DUGRADE THE ACCOLPLISIE
MENT OF Tik. 3TATED OBJECTIVES. IT I3 CONSTUELLD, [O.LVAR, TILT FUT "URE HILLTOP
LXERCISES SHOULD INCLUDE AGGRE 30D FORCE, IF AT aLL PARCTTGABLE, 1IN CONCLUSION,
HILLTOP IV WAS CONSIDUHED AN BXCELLEIT TEAINILG VAIICLE ARD LATIATALLY CONTRIBUTED
TO BLT 1/5's READIITESS FOR FORTHCCLILG JPLGIAL' OPERATIONS,
3. CONMENT3 AND RECOMMEIDATIOKS. -
A, FIRGX/CASEX —

COLIIT . HAJOR PROBLIY ENCOUNTERED WS PAULTY COILUNICATIONS. A5 4
SE3ULT 3ACC TRATINIUG aS LIMITSD AlD FULL CGOR DIM*IO“ BET®EN IGF AFD CAS ! or
ACIILVED. U3 AKDERSON PERFCRNAFCL OUTSTANDING. FRIPARATION, PAiTICULAKLY
PATTERY ALLIGMAENT, LXCIIIINT. PARTICTPATICH EY LTIICETCE ALD FICKAYAY PROVED
CRCL AGAIN THAT AMPHIDICUS SHIP3 CAll FROVIDL NGF SUPFOT IF RWUIMED TO SUPFLIIL T
ASSIGKED NGF SHIPS. vm(u) 214 FROVIDLD n.‘LCJ_.LLJ‘T PARTICIPATION FCR TIE
LITRCISE OF TAC. S =T

HECOMIDATION,  AMPHINIOUS SHIPS REGEIVE COITIL

FCL 3TLF PROTECTION AHD FROM THE VIEITOINT THAT

LJ.-'uJ Tif.f_L G IN GURICRY

Tii LFERGLECISS WL OTHIR SOUSCE5 Ail KOT AVAILWGLE.
B. CIVIC .CTIOL FEOGDAN -
CO.BMNT, DURING THE SUOZT TIM: SPAN THAT THE ARG 'AS IN THE 3iT JOSE

AREA 4 TVO=PART CIVIC ACTICH PROGDAN "In3 UMDLRTAKEN: (1) TO PAINT OYE CF THE
LOCAL 3CHOOL HOUSES; (2) TO DISTRTRUTH HANDCLASP HATLRIAL,  SCIE DIFFICCLTILS JEEX
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LNCCUITERED I CAPRYIRG CUT THE FIRST PAalT F TiI3 FECHLG:. IT IS DELIEVES THESE
CCULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED DY CLOSIZ LIAISON JITH TIE 34 JOSL LOCAL OFFICIALS.
HElBaR3 OF THE CIVIC AGTIOK TuaM WIERE I'OT FROVIU-D UVITH TRAT3TONTATION AT THE
2iaCH 43 PRUVIOUSLY ARKANGED, INITIALLY TIE LAYOR OF 347 JO3T S3ELIED KELUCTAIT TO
iaVE A 3CHCOL PAINTED AT ALL, 3T.TING THAT YE FREFZGRED TO iAVe TS PAINT 30 1B
COULD DO Thlk JOB UITH LOC.L LaEOR. LaTal iF DIRGOT.D THE CITY'S CHLF RNGINER
TO SLLECT THE BUILDING TO IE PAINTED. Tib CHIDF INGIN.R VA3 SPECIFIC a3 TO
SHAT BUILDIN® TO PAINT AXD ELLNE PAINTING JAS TO EL3IN. BECAUSE OF THESD DELAYS
ACTUAL PALITIIG DID 0T COMIZNCE ULTIL TW0 LOURS AFTR TiE T:il. ARRIVED AT TEE
BLACH. TuE WORK VAS HMAMPTRLD BY LACK CF 3CAFFCLOING, LaJDLRS .LD DROP CLOTEHS.
ALTHOUIH THY FROJECT COULD 10T BE CCOLILLTED ZVERPOIL CONCLED 3EEE) HAITY AT
THo BFFOST EXPEIDED AND MATEZRIALS (65 GALS PAINT AMD 433'T DRUSHES KD DOLL.R3)
JeLY LuFT FOR TIUE FRGJICT TC BD COIILETED BY LOCAL LATOR AT TiE EEQULST CF T.&
3CHOCL PRINCIPAL. THE SUPERINTEIDENT COF EOUC.TION PIR3CHALLY THANKED 745 OIC AT
THZ TIYE He LEFT THE AREA. 30ME OF TIE BEMEFIT THAT Cai, ACCPUE FRCL CIVIC
ACTION PROTRAMS OF THIS TYEL APPZIAR3 TO HAVE BiEM LOST DUE TO THE LaCE OF DBTAIL.D
OF-THE=-3CEND LIAISCH ITH TOCAL CFFICIALS, —II TiiZ SLOGED Frask CF T ik RO,
UAMDELASP MAToRIAL A5 PEESENTED TO LOCAL OFFICIAL3 FOR LATER DISTRIGUTICL TO

¥ LITHUSIASTIACALLY [ECEIVID ALD

CITIZLNS OF THD COITIUEITY. THE MATERIAL 1iaS

NGO DIFFICULTIES WERE EVRCCURTZRED IN THIS PIASZ CF Tim PROGRAF, ALTH UGH IT 13

QUESTICLABLE JHoTHCR THE LOC.L FOLITIC.L CFRICIALS 5L THC FROPLR FOINTS CP
CONT..CT FOR DISTRIBUTION FOB TH3I3 IATLRIAL. ZZRIEITES

SLCOMMENDAT O, (1) THAT COMMAVPIIL .N3USE ADL U.LTE LIAIS0N IS COYDUCTED
PLIOL TO UEIZRTAKING ANY aDDITIONAL CIVIC AGTION PaCJd=CTs IN FUTU LS HILLTOP
TRCISES.  (2) THAT HARDCLASF MATERTAL BD DISTEIBUT-D TARCUGH LOCAL CIMLITY Om
CHUEC!! ORGATIZ.TIONS IV CIOZR TC Lin3UDE DISTRIBUTION TC THOSL HO 4l IF FOST -
M_ZD LID TO EMHAKCE THE FRESTIGS OF TIEST CRGUIZ.TIONS.
ﬁ}P_}‘;, = i
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CONFIDENTIAL PRIORITY

FROM: CTG 79.5

TO: BLT 3/5
M 364

LiFG:  CIHCPAC
CINCPACFLT
CG FMFPAC
CCISEVEITHFLT
CTF 79
CTF 76
CTG 76.5
U3S PRINCETON
USS ALAMO
USS PICKAWAY
UsS COOK

CONFIDEITIAL
OPERATION HILLTOP V
A. COMSEVENTHFIT LOI, HILLTCP SZRISS OF 25rm66
B. CTG 76,5 OPORD 330-66
8. CTC 79,5 OPORD 330-%5 DTD 1RMAYA6
TIMZ ZOWE: HOTE
THIS IS CTG 79.5 MSG FRAG ORD #1 FOR THE CCNDUCT OF OPHY HILITCGP V. REF B(B AD
(C) ARE THE BASIC ORDERS FCR ALL HILLTOP EXSRCISES. THIS MSG SUFPLEMEWTS REF C AND
PRCVID SPECIFIC INFORMATICH ATD INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE CCilDUCT CF HILLTCP V.
1. SITUATICH, -
A. WEATHER, ENEMY, TERRAIN, HYDRO, ASTRO D TIDAL DATA.

(1) WEATHZR: THE MOJTH OF MAY IS A TRANSITICY PZRIOD BETWEEN THE H.E.
AND S.W. MONSOONS AND PRECEDES THE RAINY SEASGH WHICH BEGINS I L.TE JUNE. SHO.ERS
AVD MODERATE RATNFALL C:iN BE EXPECTSD DURING THIS PZRIOD. THE WEATHER IS GEVZRALLY
HOT WITH TEMPSRATURES IN THE HIGH 8033 AZCCIPANIZD BY RELATIVELY UIGH HUMIDITY.

(2) EBNEMY: T&W ATWEZ B TC REF A AVD HILLTOP V INTSUMS.

(3) TERRAIN: DURING THIS FERICD, TZRRATV WILL B DRY AND TASILY TRAFFICABLE
FOR TRACKED VEHICLES .ND FOOT BROOPS. THE SAT JOSE AIAFIZLD LOCATSD AT (TP 8767) IS
3600 FT LOHG AND IS RATED AT C-47 CAPACITY. HIZ'S AECUND THRCUGHOUT THs ACA. SER
ANNEX B REF C FOR FURTHER DETAILZD TERRATI DTNFCRIATICH.

(4) BEACH DATA: SEE TAB A (LANDTNG BEACH) TO APPEDIX 1 (INTELLIGZICE

TTMATE) TC ATNEX B (INTELLIGENC) TO REF (C) CONFIDENT

(5) ASTRO DATE:

DATE  BMNT SUNRISE SUNSET BEHT_ . . MOCIAISE SICCHEET VCCGIIPHASE
" Te b
2L 0439 0529 1815 1904 0843 2209 CRESZENT al ) .
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PAGE TWO -
DATE BIWT SUNRISE SUNSET  BENT MOCHRISE ~ MOONSET  OCHPHASE
25 0438 0529 1815 1905 0940 2303 1ST QTR
26 0438 0529 1815 1905 1052 2355 1ST QTR
27 0438 0529 1815 1905 1151 - 1ST QTR
28 0438 0529 1815 1906 1248 0039 1ST QTR
(6) TIDAL DATA:
DATE  TIME HEIGHT =
25 1235(H) L.7
2206(L) -0.8
l 26 1327(H) L.5 -
2303(L) 0.6 B
27 14,28 (H) Lol
2352(L) 0.4
28 1543 (H) 3.7 ‘
0032(L) 0.1 - j
1708 (H) 3.2 E
B. FRIEIDLY FORCES: . .

2.
3.

(1) CTG 76.5 PROVIDES TRANSPORT, WAVAL GUNFIAE, LOGISTICAL, RECON, UDT
AND EJU SUPPORT. o o
(4) USS COCK PROVIDES HGF SUPPORT CCiZEICING H-15

(2) CTG 79.3 PROVIDE RED BEACH TREP Hel5 TO He5; OTHZR SUPPORT TAW ANAKE,
G? REF C. ' ' S o

MISSION:

SIE REF C. e

EXECUTICN : o
A. COORDINATING TiST IAW REF C AND BELOW:
(1) REHE.RSAL - (GREEN BEACH)

(2)

e
b,

CCNDUCT OPNS IAW REF C,

D-DAY - 23 MAY 1966,
H~HOUR ATD I-HCUR - TBA. = .

co PRE~D-DAY TRANSFER - 22 MAY 19565,
HILLTOP V

e

b,
Co
de

S=DAY = 23 MAY 1946,
T~HOUR = 2200H TENTATIVE.
D-DAY - 25 MAY 1966, '
PAE D-DAY TRANSFERS = 2, MAY 1956

W~HOUR = TBA

CUNMUENTIAL
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PAGE THREE
(3) CHALLENGE AYD PASSWORDS:
a. DATE CODE
2, MAY66 1
25 MAY6S 17
26 MAY66 23
27 MAYS6 31
28 MAY66 Ly

~ 4, ADMIN AND IOG: IAW REF C.
A. PUB AFFAIRS - IAW REF C.
5., CMD AND COMM=-ELECT:
A. CMD POSTS. IAW REF C
B. COMMURICATIONS. IJAW REF C. RREQS TO BE PROMULGATED SEPARATELY.
C. CALL SIGNS. IAW REF B AND C AND BELOW:

BLT 3/5 GIOVE
HMM 361, WHITEGOLD
PRINCETON BULLHORN
PICKAWAY KEY BROCK GOLF
ALAMO DITTY BOE ALFA
—~ COOK CAPETOWN BRAVO
GP=d
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HEADQUARTERS
Special Landing Feree
USS PRINCETON %LPHmE}
FPO San Frencisce 96501
33TEG; Jds
Ser: 02=b6
1), June 1966

CONFIDENTIAL

Frem: Cemmanding Officer 7
Te: Cemmanding General, Flset Marine Ferce, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet (CTF 79)

Subjs HILLTOP V =~ Pest Exercise Hepert

Ref: (a) COMSEVENTHFLT ltr 3010 Ser N6=051 ef 25Febbb
(b) CINCPACFLT 0405187 Mayb6 (NOTAL}
(e) CTG 76.5 280604Z Maybb
(d) CTG 76.5 Operatien Order 330-66
(e) CTG 79.5 Operatien Order 33066
(f) BLT 3/5 Operatien Order 330=66

Encls (1) -BLT 3/5 After Actien Repert fer HILLTOP V . - . .. .
(2) - HMM 364 After Actien Repert f®% HILLTOP v J

1. General,

a, Bxercise HILLTOP V was cenducted during the peried 25-27 May 1966 in
the vieinity ef San Jese, Mindere Island, R.P. The assigned ebjectives set ferth
in refersnce (a) were medified by reference {b) te the axtent that ne CASEX-
FIREX was cenducted at Tabenes prisr te the exercise,

b. Reference (e) is a jeint CTG 76,5/CTCG '79.5 Past Exercise Repert fer HILI-
TOP V submitted in accerdance with reference {a)o Bnclesures (1) and (2) centain
the After Actien Reperts ef the suberdinate units within the landing Ferce,

This repert amplifies pertisns of reference (¢) per‘aining te the Landing Ferce.

2. Summary ef Sipnificant Jtems,

2. Planning Phase.

(1) CTG 76,5 was CATF and premmlgated his eperatien erder (reference
(d)) en 16 May 1966. BReferense {e) iz CTG 79.5 basic eperstien erder fer the
cenduct ef HILLTOP exercises and was used en HILLTOP V fer the first time
augmented by CTG 79.5 Frag Order published en 18 May. During the cenduct ef
this exercise the basic Operatien Order preved adequate and enly miner changes
are required te certain annexes within the erder.

(2) Initial planning presented ne majer preblems frem the Lending Ferce
peint ef view except that pre-arranged NGF en landing beaches and HLZ's was net
prepared as alternate fire suppert mesns in the event air was net available, -
This requirement will be pesitively stated in future plans and erders.

1 CONFIDENTIAL
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Executien Phasao

(1) Operatiens. Adverse westher cenditiens which existed threugh-
eut the eXercise placed heavy cemmitiments én the heles fer 1ifts that weuld
nermally have been handled by erganic means, Mevement ashere ef wheeled and
tracked vehicles was restricted te existing reads, and high water in streams
and rivers required the BIT te medify the withdrawal plan frem the HIZ's and
the bea@hg:ﬂ‘\_

(2) Cemmunicstiens.

(2) HPF cemmmicatiens between the SIF Headquarters and the BIT
asherc was established utilizing the AN/URC=32 abeard ship and the PRC=47
ashere, This circuit preved cempletely reliable threugheut the éxercise; ne
preblems were enceuntered in utilizatien ef the BS<i51 batteries.

(b) FM cemmnicatien was marginal te peer threughout the eper=
stien due te the limited range ef the AN/PRC=2,9 and 10 radies, Part ef the
treuble was attributed te shipbeard FM equipment and asseciated antennas,
Alse, ne capability existed en beard te align the shipbeard and BLT FM radie
equipment ,

(¢) Radie relay {AN/MRC«<62) was landed lats en D-Day and was
-established inland between the BLT CP and the ship en Dél, This circuit was
ms.rgn.nal due te shipbeard eguipment preblems and the fact that its lecatien fer
maximum efTectiveness was limited due te the restriszted mevement in the ebject-
ive area,

(d) Upen eempletien ef Ewereiss HILLTOP V the ARG/SLF returned
te Subic Bay fer upkeep, training and maintenanss, A% that time all ship dnd’ BLT
FM radie equipment and agseciated antennas weré given a cemplets everhall} in:
additien the ship received a FM signal gererater which sheuld eliminate any
equipment alignment preblems $r fudturs wperatiens,

(3) Previsienal Rifie Csmpany, This unit was srganized frem artillery,
meter tr'anspert tank and anti-tank urits, It was activated en D=1 and landed
by surface msans te previde CF sesurity fer the BIT, thereby releasing ene rifle
cempany fer search and destrey epsratiens, Reference {f) did net previde fer
activatien éf this unit, hewever ne preblems wsre sxperienced in establishing
the cempany.

(h) Supperting Arms. Due te peer weather CAS was net available during
the exercise and heavy rel::.ance was placed en artillery and NGF te previde fire
suppert fer the BLT, Ceerdinatisn ef supperting arms was passed ashere laste en
D-Day; hewever, centrel remained abeard ship within the SACC,

3, Obiectives, |

20 , ¥ A1l ebjectives set ferth in reference (a) were
accempllshed with the exception of testing and evaluating precedures in the
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cenduct of clese air suppert. This ceuld net be tested due te unfaverable
weather which precluded utilizatien ef CAS, Intelligence infermatien develeped
prier te the cemmencement ef the exercise materially assisted the BLT in the
preparatien ef their eperatisn erder, The insertien ef rsgennaissance units
inte the AOA resulted net enly in additienal exercise intelligence data but
alse afual infermatien en cenditiens ashere which praved invaluable te the

BLT in cempleting final plans,

be Majer Marine Cerps Objectives, With the exceptien ef the TACP, which
was limited te helicepter centrel all ebjectives were accemplished en HILLTOP
V. The implementatien ef the high surf plan breught te light certain weaknesses
in maintaining centinued NGF suppert during the withdrawal phase; hewever
cerrective actien has been taken fer institutien ef precedures te ensure cen=
tinueus NGF suppert in subsequent eperstisnes,

S
L. Observatiens,

a, HILLTOP V again highlighted the requirement fer a sure means ef cemm~
unications when eperating ever extended distances., The AN/PRC=8,9 and 10

" radies are at mest a marginal means ef centact undsr cenditiens ef widely
separated units in rugged terrain and dense fellage,

'b. In the event that a FIREX/CASEX samnet be accemplished prier te a HILLe
TOP exercise, a SACC/FSCC OFX is essential te insure smesth eperatiens ef these
units in centrel and ceerdinatisn eof supperting amms,

c. A1l ether items centained in enclssure (1} and (2) are being reselved
within the SIF and lessens learnsd will be passed te subsequent BLT and HMM

units assigned te the SLF,
é&:%éz/{sldovvaqnﬂﬁﬁ

R. A. BRENEMAN
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REFERENCES

1. The following documents refsrenced
submitted:

CIG 79.5 OPN ORDER 324~56 (DOUBLE EAGIE) *< =~

BLT 2/3

K

in the report have been previously

£ D,

OFN ORDER 324-66 (DOUBLE EAGIE)

CTG 79,5 OPY OiDER 32846 (JAGKSTAI_)”F\

o L5 —BIT 1/5

Hi

OPV ORDER 328-66 (JACKSTAY)

\‘>,¢- S0 TIT-le "BArre At Doy e
" favioo . Swl 289 foo Qdd, 7

CTG 79,5 OPH ORDER 328-66 (0SAGE) #

<kl /5 BLT 1/5 OFN ORDER 330-64 (0SAGE)

CTG 7945 'OPN ORDER 395-66 (HILLTOP IIIl Ll 297 Ko

BLT 2/3

OFN OriDER 325-56 (HILI.TOP 111)

CIG 79.5 OPN ORDER 329=-66 (HILLTOP IV) Sho 2RI,

BIT 1/5

OPN ORDER 329-66 (HILLTOP IV)

CTG 79.5 OPN ORDER 330=46 (HILLTOP V)

~tii 4)s — BLT 3/5

OFN OuDER 330~66 (HILITOP V)

T < £, (D/Lzu_z- - /Y‘L‘/’ s iLL e
&4’ ? :-Zo-w-c C[féslt)ca.f 17 Skl *_7
U%CLAS‘;}F'H

T toten,
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