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HEADQUARTERS 
Special Landing F0T'~a 
USS Princeton (LPH~5) 

FPO San Franc::'scc 9661Jl 

From~ 

To~ 

Via: 
Cormnandant of the Marine Corps (Sode AOJD r 
(1) Commanding General, 9th }18.rine Amphibimls Br!gade» FBI" 
(2) Commanding General;; Fleet 1A..a.rlne Force;; Pacific 

Subj~ Command Chronology, 8ubmissj.on of 

.' Refg (a) HCO 5750.2 
(b) BrigO 5750.1 

Encl~ (1) Command Chronology 

3:BMC~jkf 
5750 
S'er ~ oc7 =66 ' 
15 July 1966 

1. This Oommand Chronology is submitted .i.n a~cordance wl'.:..h :references (a) and 
(b) 0 

2. The period, was extended through 4 tJuly in order LO lncl'Jde the termination 
of Operatio~ NATHAN HALE on 2 July and t:n~ rd;aticr, G,f liEN 363 arid 364 en 4 
July. --- --
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COl.J11AND CHRONOLOGY 

1. Organiza.tional Da.ta 

. a.' Designation. 'fhe Special Landing F;)rce had the Task Designator of 
Ta~k Group 79.5. 

Q. Composition. The Special Landing Force was composed of the following~ 

+ June ~ 4 July 126~ 

SLF ~ Col H. 0 A 0 BRENNEMAN 

BLT 3/5 - LtCol E. J. BRONARS 

mn'1 364 - ;LtQQl Do A. p,o~~yp,J,E __ 

C, b,ocationo The Special Landing Furce was emba.:r·kea a.boa.rd the Amph:ibi,QU8 
Rea.dy Group,\) consisting of the USS PRINCETON (LPH~5) 9 USS PICKAWAY OPfI_ .2.22) ~ 
and the USs AWI0 (LSD 2.2)9 

d. p.~erage Monthly __ Strength 

SLF Stafd USNC orr - 11 
BLT~ USMC Of£'= 64-

USHC EnI = 19 
USMC Enl = 156::: 

USN Off = 0 
USl~ (;ff ~ 5 
usn Off ~ 1 

USN Enl ...... .Q... 

USN Enl = 69 
USN Enl ~ 3 HMt-1g US:MC Off = 53 USHC Enl = .1T!. 

e. Commanding Offic~r and Staff 

R. A. BRENNEMAN 
ToE. GLEASON 
L. M. DUFFY' 
H. B. CROSBY~ III 
E. W. LOCKARD 
C. ALBANS 
J. L. CO!-.1WAY 
W. H. HORNER 
R. A. AYERS 

B. S. MCKENNA 
D. C. SCHULTZ 

Colonel 
I,t Colonel 
Lt Colonel 
Major 
Major 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 

1st Lieu.tenant 
~nd Lieutenant ., 

Comrr.anding Officer 
Executiv~ Officer 

3=3 
8=2 
Aset S~2 
Asst S~.2 ( 2 July 1966) 
CommO ( 1 June ~ 3 July 1966) 
Corr.mO ( :3 Jaly 1966) 
Asst Comma ( IS June = 3 July 1966) 
Air Obse~ver/Asst 3-3 
Asst S~4· 

.20 Chronolog.y of S,ignif'icant Ev~n:t..§... Dur.J.Eg the Period 1 ,Tune to 4 July 1,266 

a. The events related depict the activities of the Special Landing Force dur­
ing the period indicated. Detailed information en BLT 3/5 axJd HMM 364 assigned 
to the SLF during this period is shown in the appropriate su.borbinate command chron­
ology c The details of Operation DECK HOUSE ONE and Operat.:bn NATHJI.N HALE are con­
tained in the enclosed After Action Reports. 
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b. 1 - 17 June 1966. On 1 June 1966, t.he ABO/SLF was in Subic Bay, R. P. 
tor ma1nt=ce and trainins ashore atter compleM.ng exercise HILLTOP V on 27 
M&7 1966. oro 79.' made a visit to Admiral ~, CCl5NAVBASE Subic on 2 June. 
On 4 June I Ambassador BLAIR was helo lifted by HMM J64 helicopters trom Manila 
to' U. S. H&'V&l Station Subic. On 6 June, Brig General RYAN, CTF 79, and his 
st.&tt reprelllentativelll visited CTG 79.5 am CTG 76.5 in Subio Bay, R. P. and ob­
served BLT 3/5 training ashore o From 7 June through 11 JWle CTG 79.5 and atait 
representatives of TG 79.5 am TG 76.5 condu(~ted extensive plamU.ng am liaison 
wltbCG, I FFORCEV at Nha Trang» II CTZ, RVN for future special operations. The 
ABIJ/SU4eparted Subia Bay, R. P. on 8 June am arr:.!..ved off Qui Nhon, II CTZ, 
RVN on 10 June. CTG 79.5 and representatives condu.cted an aerial reconnaissance 
of tbe II CTZ 1i.ttore.l. from Nha Trang to I CTZ boundary on 9 June, with special 
interest to the Song Cau area (CQ 0'788). The ARG/SLF wae positioned .... 1'f ~ 
Ngai on 12 June for possible commitment in support ot the 2nd dVN Div.1sion. 
Liaison was effected with CG III MAP at Danang and CG 2n. AftiN' 'Div at QQaAc Ngai 
on 13 June relarding t.he possible commitment which was reJ..cI.Xed on 13 JunE! am. 
the SU /ABIJ continued with its pl.&nn1ng tor DECK HOUSE ONE. 2 On the 16th and 
17th of June eTG 79.S/0TG 76.5 and statfs completed planning and pr.paratione 
with I PP'<JlCEV at Nha Trang. An aerial reconnaissance ot the Song Cau area 
(CQ 1092), II CTZ was conducted on 16 June by the CO of BLT 3/5, the SLF S-2A, 
and SLF Air Observer. 

c. 18 June - 1 July 1966. The Speoial Landing Force conducted Operation 
DECK HOUSE ONE in the Song Cau area (CQ 0788), Phu Yen Province, II CTZ, RVN 
!'rom 18 June until 1200H on 27 June.. Upon termina.tion of DEOK HOUSE ONE the 
SLF was CHOPPED to eG 1st Air Cava.lry Division for Operation NATHAN HALE also 
in Phu Yen Province~ II eTZ.Il RVN.. The SLF was returned to OPCON of eTG 76 .. ; 
for withdrawal on 1 July.. Extensive liaison with I FFORGEV units was maintained 
during the period. On 20 June 1 Major General LARSEN~ CG I FFORCEVs> visited oro 
79.5 and CTG 76.5 aboard the USS Princet on and the BL'f CP ashore" On 21 June.ll 
the Song Cau District Chief and U. S. Advisor visited eTG 79 .. 5 and CTG 76 0 5. On 
22 June, CG of the 22nd ARVN Division visited C!TG 79 .. 5 and CTG 1605 aboard the 
USS Princeton. Brig General RYAN", eTF 79.1l a..'"ld Colonel EMILS~ AeofS~ G-J, were 
aboard the USS Princeton from 22 to 25 June to observe SLF operations., On 23 
June.ll Colonel PARRY, representative from COMUSMACV9 came abcard the Princeton 
and discu.ssed SLF operations. On 25 June, Lt General HIENTGENS jj Deputy CCMUSMACV~ 
visited. OTG 79.5/76..5 and BLT 3/5 CP ashore.. On 26 June,9 General WESTMORELAND 
visited. cm 79.5 and the BLT CP ashore, following the conference at Dong Treo, 
On 27 June, Brig General FRlEDNANj) CG USA Support. Command j visited eTG 7905 8.pd 
CTG 76.5 aboard the USS Princeton to determine SLF logistic support require- . 
ments £or Operation NATHAN HALE. Capt HANSSTON, BLT 1/26 representative j llai­
soned with the SIP 27-29 June j concerning ELT rotatiO::lo On 29 June" Major 
General NORTON.Il CG 1st Air Cavalry Divisionjl and Brig General JONES 9 USMC!) eoc 
COMUSMACV, ~sited eTG 79.5/CTG76 .. 5. Withdrawal of SLF forces began on 1 July. 

1 COHSEVENTHFLT m.essage 12l642Z = SLF directed tiO be stati.oned otf Quang Ngaio 
2 COMSEVENl'HFLT message 150230Z = Directed the SLF to proceed with Operation 

DECK HOUSE ONE with D~Day on 18 June. 

Enclosure (1) 
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do 2 = 4. JUly 12§§.. On 2 July the SLF had completed withdrawal and was re­
embarked aboard assigned ARG snipping~-1'he -ARG7S1F departed-t;he -1)6ri~fCau area~ 
II CTZjl RVN on 2 July. The USS Pickaway and USS Alamo de-parted enroute to Subic 
Bays R. Po The USS Fr,'inceton a.rrived off Chu Laij) I CTZ,9 RVN on :3 July and com­
pleted rotation of ffi.:lM .364 and HMM 36,3 en 4 July 1966. Major General ROBERTSHAW, 
CG 1st MAWj) visited OTG 79.5 and eTG 7605 aboard the W3S Pr:i.ncet·cn on .3 July. The 
detachment of .3 UH=1E air~raft from VHo~6 returned. to Chu Lai on .3 July. The USS 
Princeton departed Ghu Lai,9 RVNenroute tc. Suhic Bay on 4. IJuly. 
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1. COMSEVENTHFLT message 1216L;.2Z June o 

20 COMSEVENTHFLT message 150230Z June 0 

3. CTG 7905 message 151333Z June o (Fl'ag Order NUmber One f()!' Opera.ti~n DECK 
HOUSE ONE to CTG OpOrder 328=66) 

40 Command Chronology - Btl' 3/50 

50 Command Chronology = ~I 3640 

6. SLF After Action Report = Operations DECK HOUEE ONE and NATHAN HALE. 
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TABSgA-3:T Command Crll"onology = BLT 3/50 ..::" , V _. 
~ 

8 ~ COIl1l!land CruonolOf,y ~ HMM 364. ~ - -{ IfW r,~ /-" (N'l - S 0 y) 
..... 

c..:lM SLF Att,er Acticn Report = Operatjcns DECK HOUSE ONE and NA.THAN HALEo 

--------------------------- -----------------

Appencli::x: B 
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-HEADQUARTERS 
Special Landing P:H:'~e 

Iii .. USS J;>rinc;'!;'l:~9!L{I,.fH::::1~, 
~.FPO &in Franclooo-9oour' c"<'='_",',,'''"''= . 

OlgRABgjkf 
dar: ooLr-66 
13 July 1966 

Fr~'g Commanding Officer 
Tog' Commanding General.\) Fleet Marine Fe'rce.\) Seventh Fleet 

Subj ~ Combat After Act:ton Reportsj,l Operat:i.ons DECK HOUSE ONE and 
NATHAN HALE ' 

Enol: (1 v Opel'ation Overlay DECK HOUSE ONE 
2 "'--Operation Overlay NATHAN HAlE. _ 
3 (ELT 3/5 Aft.er Adion Reportp DECK HOUSE ONE and NATHAN HALE 

(4) r"~ After Action Repo:r:t.l1 ,DECI): HOU2E ONE (5l u'Detacl"ll'llent V1i9~6 After ActIon Repcrtl) DECK HOTJSll], qwp; IJ 

(6 f"HMM 364 After Act.i.on Rep0l"tjl NATHAN HAIJ~ 1,:2QJ -;?~, N9 s .. e. zt ';&9b 

(7 or IJetachment VMO...6~ After Action Reportj) NATHAN HALE -
L The subject reports are submltt.ed herewith o For r:la,rity and ease of 
reference the S~,~basic report is covered i.n two part.a, Pa.rt III the After 
Action Report foi" Operation DECK HOUSE ONE» and Part 119 ths AftsX' Action 
report for Opera.tion NATHAN HALE. 

2. Enclosures (1) through (72 amplify this roap()r l, 0 ::;"mrnent,'3 on a.ppropria.te 
portions of the BLT and [114M Afte;r Act1()n-Hepc;rfs-j) enc.1ositre& -OJ througn (7)!i 
are contained in paragraph 11 of the bas 10 $11' ~fter Act. i on Report 0 
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PART I Combat After Action Report,9 OperaU':cn DECK HOU0'E mJ30 

Map Referenceg A}1S L701 6850 Is Il,. IIT,9 IV (h50.900J) 
6851 IIl,9 IV (le50"O;')O) 

10 Operation DECK HOUSE ONE was a t:!,l1.Hat,eral afuPhiM,('tl~ cper'iit,l.on combining 
surfaceborne and heliborne assault. r()Nf)~ ,:·cjn.dllct~'?-i in a,::cordance with NWP-22(A)o 

20 This operation was conduGted in th~ are~j. of S:)NC CAli s PHU YEN PROVINCE .. II 
CTZ RVN (vic CQ'1(92)o The operat,icn ,"Jnrrni"mGf.d on .18 ",Iun>~ 1966 at 0630H with 
the landing of water assault. fOl'ce8 on Red Be3.ch (O(~ lCl7785) and a. helo lifted 
assault force :into LZ UHOh' (CQ 062082) t~l0 mlle$ iu:t.a.nd Q The opera'lic.n ter= 
miooted a.t 1200H on 27 ·Junti 1966 Vihen COH3EVM1THFL:: dired.$d the SLF to CHOP 
to Co. I FFORCEV fIJI' elllployTItl:mt in Operat ion NATHAN HALE 0 -, 

30 Command headq'll.at'ters 'Was located abcard the U3~) PI in(eton (LPH-5,) until 
established asho.t·\~ un 2'1 ,1~H~ ~Rl'i.~,t' tS.~"l.trml Q~,~l'1,p}:"ll't~ a~nf"~·i~lou~. I!9,r~~iOr,.. 
of the operai..i-on. 

4. rrask Organi.;?l&1.Qn 

Special Land.ing F')1'ce (Land;Lng Foree) 

HMM :364 (Hein) 
mlM 364 
DET VHO=6 (J UE=lE ~ s) 

'"" Col H 0 A Q BHENNEIifAN 

BLT 3/5 -- = LtCGl. Eo .J 0 BRONhRS 

50 Intelligence 

a. The Song Cau area :is ch£U"'Mtei'''izcd by lew !'(;l::"ing dee paddy aT'eM 

with numerous villages near the c~ast giving w~ t')~Ltgh rugged mcunta.i~ous 
terrain. The dominatIng £'eabt't?: :is Vur,g (;h8'() IYenimula which runs in a IM=SE 
direction and forms Vung Chao Bay. Highway #J. runs i'i=S along the c')8.st and 
Highway #6 runs N1J=SE through t:he AOA. _ Vehir;t),I~!' ij1L·'r,;,!rc~'nt both on the high~ 
ways and Cross country was virtua,1::'y l.rrrpossibl.e b,,;:ause of extensive paddies~ 
rugged terrain,9 and numerous road b.locks ani ·cu.tso Key te!'rain features are 
the hill on the rig,ht i"lank of HIS Beach #,)1 wtl.k~' d·)minateG the HLZ 'f s" and 
the high terrain dominating HigliWays III and #60 

b. Red Beaoh (vic CQ 106791)9 a p3.~ cf 1rG3 Bi;jf-t~h #31, .i8 approximately 
2;>000 yards long and, enti-r~'31J' -useabl~o- .ltls---n-f.-5!)JJar:r~-wiaeat -I~w-t1:de, 

decreasing tv 15 t,Q 25 yards at high tlde 0 Co:nl£-.,"'eEicJl ie eoft Band" but firm 
where wet o Offshore appruach68 t~. thi.:,: slightly:;e:n,::oav8 bea~h are gentle'tc 
moderate and partially obst!'uct~d by ,9, small 1.s1ar.'; and a rocky sheal located 
82° (magnetic) 4.9200 yards from bea.ch cenh;.ro JJ~lr:~h::re BJ":pr,:"a-:;hes are clear 
but flanked on the north by a rc",ky headlar"l .:md:n the s<:;ut4 b~{ a ,s.!l.\'1.d bar. 
A sa.nd bar fronts the beach but' preaented no pr()b.::"'Sffi tel amph1.hious landing 
craft or vehicles 0 ,. ,', •• !!'" 
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Co Terrain ;bnnedlatel.y be~Llnd th.~ beE...::,h ;.;.:::-;:8i:;,1,8 Gf 6\, low be:rm line e 
averag.ing approxima.tely 6 feet.ll bl.sh GC",>_~r8:i dx::c:i's backed by a. row of trees 
and terraced, cultivs.t.6d f1.;)lds g a;::.d <-:;, ,ger~ .~~,:e i':<;,t hlUe" Highway #1 is 
located at the bas~ of th~,U{l tills a.r,d :"4W;";.1$ '::x. a. 1:~ d:Lractiono The terracec 
cultivated fields ex.t6r;d l're'ill th6 ba.;"e of tbl" .L;;:c!;.h::d,~ to brush covered high 
ground. The bri.l./3h cOllerect' high g:r'0L.~'id 1:::; D,,:..ci\\3d Qr, a higher .elevation by more 
terraced~ 0ultivat.ed .fieldso 

do Pre=D Day irrLel1igenc.;) .rcpo:rt~:; l.ndJ.>::,:;i,l:.-e<i tlw.t. the 95th negimentJ) 85th 
BattaliG!lg elemvnb or t.he 83rd Eag:J],e.:Ylt j) tbi; !U::lth B.a.ttalicn9 and several 
Local For,~e campar.d,133 H.cl."e OFe;r'lting i.n !'ht; ~~UrJ~ C:.I.u. a.:t'ef.t. 

eo No 31..:.b;:,t;.;.~[,1.1~11 ',: ~:.ntact y·ms !l1ldt:.: wUh ~;l~';;Y.ilellt::3 .lisled aboV'e during the 
operation. Re:;,i~)t~\JH';,", a1»:.~:,re ':;r~r.sL>1:;:d prL"l':,al' .. Uy or 9fLip~~rmd 5t:;)radic small 
arms fire. 1'i':ere wa.s [I.) f;()siJ.]ve ltiE::nt.ifi(w.U.on 01' any enemy units. 

'1 0 ~,Dl)'f:£~l::.8~~,. r~·h.. ,;p~5r'ili'jfl W:'l.S ;:c.'larw.,,:d as a three to sev€:n day 
search ani destr,;y operaU .. ono ihe ;;onc<:lpC pr(w.iued fer the SLF to conduct a 
simultanecu.s hc.: .. l '_;;Ipt iJ!'ton~{;: and el'.:!'face landj ng to conduct search and destroy 
operat:i.ons~ anel t' . .' ::c'c:il(ct a. t-,,-ctical withdNJ.waL In a.4dition to the organic 
artHl.:;ry of~-,he li.L'P,l> f.lye; SL!P,;·u.r-t lU1S pr£':T.id'E/l by H~F~Oli.sist:,ing of one CA j 

one Dt fl ("ne LSE.n 9 and ell):::C air 5Upp;,,)rt by J8vOntli. Fleet. '. 
8. Ex.eGutlC!y!. 0 0poi."ation DLG1\ nOLI:;};; GlJc~ :¥.il:.3 Cl{.e·:Ll.~,"-cc1 irLact::?:n'ciance with CTG 
79" 5 OpOrd .3215,,,,.66 3Ur-p] <':&i:irtL&l'iwtin a. h'ag Ord.;;:c publ.:.shod for the Song Cau 
area 0 Tbe F'l'ag (ir'cl5r Ld.,['iU tat-ed t,j.mely and efi';i dent e.xecutlon throughout 
the ope:ratJ.'Jr~o T't;: SLF establi5hed 1 ts CP __ a::;}:".i:' e 011 :?'Z J~'.nO :;ll1d reported to 
CATF tIM fir:ll c3t,;bli8Iulienr;. 01' the ':'£\.ndi.i~ ic,r',;e asncre wIth necessary com=e 
mand and c;ont::'cl facil.iti~H>o T€;.l:'mirdt1~);l.;,f :.hc a.u.pr..ibious porti:m of _OK 
HOUSE ONE l'liit:i l"'t:;qUB'3tE:.j by CATl ~ ar.d 8c,1~::,v3qa9:it::'y di:rec'ted by COHSEVENTHFLT 0 

See en~:c:sU!'e5 (3) tl.1'0J.gh en ~ A.fl<~:::' AC:',;;ii:,;Zi Ik;1-x;rt~ ot BIT 3/5 and Hl.JM 3649 
f,)r d€ta,i..l.5 <.jf t,tB ~:X·,t::.(·j~.t.i.).t.1o 

(1) 2405 tons (;f rice (Ds.:.tl':lyed)o 

(2) Ont:! ton of corn a 

(3) One t0n r;f ~ra:' .. no 
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(4) Two tons of IrLiscellaneous uniforms and msdi.cal ~upplies. 

(5) 30 gallons of ga,301ine. 

(6) 40 gallons of mol.asses. 

(7) 125 Ib8 of salt .. 

(8) 3 .. 5 tons of rice (Evacuated to Song Cau). 

10. Commander's analysis. This analysis is concerned w:i.t.h those matters at 
the Sped.al Landing" FO"rce level. Reports of s.i.gni.f'icant events at the BLT 
ana Squadron level are shown in enclosures (3) through (7) .. 

ao p1ann:Ul& 

c~_j+) Planning for~ the Q~ratiQrLilt J:LC_'tZ_ N~~Linit:i.<rt.ed_ Qn re~eipt_ 
of CIlJCPACFLT massage 060806Z June which authorized dired liaison with eG 
I FFOiwEV. eTG 79.5, the 3=3 9 t.he S-2.jl and a representative from eTG 70.5 
effect,ed liaison with CG I FFORCEV at Nha Trang i RVN 8-10 June. Aerhl re­
connai.ssance was :.made of t.he Song Cau area» and hand held aerial photos taken 
of the landing beaeh and H1Z Vs on D-2. An lnterrog&.tcr/lransla:tor team~ and 
lialSon advisors (ARVlJ) We:N~ requested from I FFORCEV~ and subsequently 
attached to the SUt .. for the duration of Operation DECK HOUSE ONE. 

(2) Additionall.y on the initial vi5it with OG 1 H'1;;-ORC1\~ plans 
were made "lhleh inc1uded tte foll<»ling significant a:rea~ g 

(Ill The friendly OOB~ current op&rat ions J and futUJ.~e intentions 
were determined and 3LF operaticns integrated into the ~verall CTZ operations. 
(For example.\> the 47th ARVN Reg.iment was in effi:l!:f: providing a blocking force 
by their Sand D opera.tions i.'nmediately to t.he 30uthof the AOA.) 

,_ I"f~~_' ;;;] ..• , _:.""":;j. __ ,_~_~ __ :Ti1.~~ __ ~-::.'-, -.,",'.l . .:.",",~·.r,' '".'i,.' :,:..:iOJ:.'I.A :~. -:;:l;, 

(b) Red Haze s..nd SPAn missions 'W'are ana:nged. 

(c) Communication frequencies were coordinated and arrangements 
made to draw 25 PRC 25 rad:i.os for SLF use. 

(d) A di.rect secure teletype circuit between Headquarters I 
FFORCEV and the ARG/SLF was established. 

(e) Pre-D Day reccnnai~sanC:e was a.rrar.ged using the long range 
recon groups from the Dang Tre and Lai. Hai Specla.l t'orces Camps. 

(f) Provisions were made for a reaction .t'or.:.e ~2ndBnj 327th) in 
the event it was required for additional support or to 6..x:plo:t So profitable 
target. 

(g) Logistic support arrangement swere IUade to draw supplies at 
Qui Nhon if required. 

(3) Special attention was directed towa.rd the coordination and mutual 
support of the SLF and the 47th ARVN Resiment pa.'ld a. houndary wa.s established 

.;3 
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within the AOA. An SL1" liaison officer was wit/h this regiment from D minus 
:2 until the end of the operation. Aleo diJ;!\;;ussed was the cap-J.bili.ty of the 
SLF to assist this force if the tactical situation d:!.::!tat.ed. ~'he procedure 
for obtaining both emergency and routine employment, of' the SLF in support 
of adjacent units wa.s resolv.ed.5l e.g. t,he ,Sl .. Fw,)uld :react 1n emergencies as 
appropriate to support an adja.cent unit. 

(4) During 'this visit p:lans 1-1ere made to establ.ish liaison with the 
following commandsg 

(a) I FFOHCEV. 

(b) 47th Al1VlJ Regirnent. 

(c) Sect or Headquarter 5; ''l\l,r Eoa 

:r:~l 2nd B3.ttalionll 32'1th HegiJrlent 9 101st Airb,:)rne Brigade (Ini~ 
tial Reaction' Force) 0-

(e) DistI' let Headquarters Scng Cau. 

(5) Subsequent liai,son was establi.shed as necessary with the following 
cOllllIlands as DECK HOUSE ONE progressed and phaseg i.nto Operation NATHAN HALE: 

(a) 1st Jd.r Cavalry Division. 

(b) Jrd Brigade9 1st Air Cavalry Dlvisi.OD o 

(c) 1st l1a.ttalionj 8th Cavalry 9 1at Air Cavalry Dlvlsiono 

Cd) DiBtr1ct Headquartersj) Tuy Ana 

({l) Lai Hal Special 1"01'0013 Campo 

(6) The SLF i\rclher' requested from GTF 79 that fi~ur 'IAC(a)/TAO air­
craft be attached to the SLF on 1.5 June for a perica. of about 10 days. On 
15 June,9 two armed illI=1E aircraft and one unarmed m-I~lE vlere assigned by CGjl 
III MAF from i;lro--6 s 1{ltG .360 

b. Iptel,ligenceo I-'I'ioJ:' to the opera1:Jlonjl lla~scn was established with I 
FFORCE~ a~d arTan~em7nt~ were ~~e. for ma.~s,$) a.erial photographY9 ITT. Red 
Haze nusslons" TAu rrus8lons.)l I F'l."ORCEV da~ly ISm-Ill and for p:r~D Day recon= 
naissance of the objective area by 10ng range rec::;nna.isoanc:e teams (US Special 
Forces and CIDG)o . 

(1) Inteiligc,nce material furnished by_ I FFORCEV wa.s accurate and 
timely 0 Aerial photography was especially timely and (;Qntained valuable in= 
formation for the selection of HLZ ~ 8 ~ CP 1ocations JJ and 1:1ne3 of communications 0 

(2) There were two new tl.'1.its identified in addition t.o the units pre- e 
viously indicated by intelliga~e rep.)rtso '!'hese new unitsJ) reported by pawl S,9 
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were the C385 Recon elemer,:L {n~H ullit~~'~!':f~!,med2o~fl~q~~e~~Eil~J)~"o~i~?ial 
company (unidentified) 0 ~--

(3) The enemy e.xhibited the ability to monltor and to jam tacti.cal 
radio nets. Ja.mm:i.ng ,laS done by voice and waG jnefr·I?,)~'.tiveo 'l'he enemy did 
not de!errl .in strength~ but ha.n''1Si:ted and ;mip9d t.h){'cmghont. the operation 0 

Weather was typical for the perie,d with high tempel"'atur,es and ,~nly a trace 
of precipitation. 

Co Corrnnand Relatio:mshi,£!o Operat:ion DECK HOUSE CNE was a. umlateral ant= 
phibious operation with cOJrllIland relationsh1.ris in accorda.nce Hith mrr...,22(a) 
and UNAAF il para 30278=302770 

do llimE.qr.ting Arru,s. Control of suppr.;rting arms during Operat.ion DECK 
HOUSE ONE remained a.float on the Princetcrl j a.nd c,oordination was provided 
by the FSCC ashore. Artlllery support was pro'V.ided by Battery F ~ 2/11 and 
the ICY? Homar BaHery., 2/12. Fire missi.ons were contT'olled by FOu IS and 
TAOIs. Nava.l gunfire support was provTcfe(rby-fJlef1ea.Vj~ c-ruiser -StPaii1.,9-- thEf 
destroyer J. Wo TholllaS0n~ arid the LSBR C1arioTI Rivero On D plus 5 the J 0 vI. 
Thomason was relieved by the Basllone~ and on D plu,g 6 the Cl.arion Rj,rer was 
detached from Op()ration DECK HOUSE ONEo Close air sUPP'')rt was provided by 
CTF 77 with A4 and A6 aj.rcraf't u.nder t.he control of SLF TAC(A) 0 When UH=lE~5 
were not available., TAC(A) was provided by in=country airborne controllers 
operating out of Sector Headquarters at 'l'uy Hu.a.. Due to li-lllited contact by 
the Landing Force with sizeable VC units in the A0A~ 01038 air support was 
employed for the most part against tar@'ets of cpp~r"Gunity l02ated by the 
TAO and TAC(A) beyond the established bomblir,8 o OrdnaJ1(~6 employed included 

? 250 pound fragmentation bomb::.., napaJ..uI~ rockets,. and <'CAmr, Gannon fireo 

e. 10g1 stics o Prior to the <;ommen0em€nt or Opera·~io.r~ DECK HOUSE 011E 
liaison was established w:Lth I FFORCEV to coordinate logistic support re­
quired. Arrangements were ma,de to procure selecte.d 'items of Class Ii IIi 
V, and VA from II Corps Log 3pt Omd resources lc:ated at Qui. Nhono During 
the operation supplies of both the SLF and in=country sources were usedo 
The use of LFORM was h31d +':'0 a mi.nimu .. m in c.rder· to retaIn a rna.x.imum combat 
readiness capabilityo All ~hlppl:ies w~re delivered direot Ly to units ashore 
by helo from AUG shipping. Evacuation of 'VlIA and KIA from the LPH 'W'as ac= 
complished through the 85th Evacuat:ton Hospita..1 l:;c,ated at Qui Nhono Logis­
tic support to the BIT ashore was adequate and rfj3p::-'n.5~ve to requirements. 

f 0 Connnunicatioml o CC'Jmmunica.tions we,re good to e.x . ..:ellent dur1ng the 
entire operation. 

(1) The twenty-five AN/PRC 25~radio;:;. obtained fro,lll CG I FFORCEV' 
prior to the opera.t.ioll were invaluable for the extended ()perating distances o 

A secure ott-line circuit was mai.ntai.ned between L'SS Prl !1(ston and CG I 
FFORCEV during the planning arid op8rati.:m phB.se~ 0 '1'1':15 reliable c:l,rcuit 
permitted rapid excrla.nge of information" 

(2) Ship to shore coj;l1..:.rri.catibn"'sb'.3tweeri-·the:'-SLF'~dth~;Bfjt'ashore 
was maintained on CLF TAC #1 utilizlflg a R'I' 6S abvard ship and a PRC-25 
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ashore 3 and on eLF TAG #2 utilizing a UR.C~.32. aboard ship and a. PRC=47 ashore. e 
Reliable communications W6re IJJ.a.intained thrmlgt;::J'ut the c.peration. 

(3) Radio Relay was established on D plu.s, ] ci.tilhing a GlW 10 ship­
board gear and AN/Nf?,C 62 van 8,shore with very gocJ\1. r:ri!.~cesso A generator 1068 

ashore at one time caused the ci.rcuit to be dCMn severa.l hours~ but was re­
paired and proved t,o be a signif.icant asset i.n the beach support area. Wire 
lines could not be maintained bet\v'aer, the beach supp\yrt area and the BLT CP:I 
one and one half milee inland p i).ntH D plus 5 due to their being cut. After 
clearing the area between the _ beach and. the BL'r OP» Wlre lines were maintained 
and excellent communications ~ experienced 0 . 

(4.) On D plug 7 pl:'oblems arose with the BB451 power supply for the 
AN/PRG 470 The batt.e,r-iel,l. Here being used fast'3r th;m t.he battery ohargers 
could recharge 6 18 .m.11 ... 51 ~ IJ and 4 PP3240 batt.ery chargers were borrowed from 
the 1st Marine Div.isLm to alleviate th{'l problem on an inter:im bas1.s. Based 
on this ext·ended employment. of 'the Sil a request wa.s subnuttedto CTF 79 for 
a special allowance of 5 PPj:.~40i sand 2.0 BB451 i S for the SLF Headquarters. 
This special allowance vfill permit augmentation to t he BIT while assigned to 
the SLF 0 

g. !actical Air Qbservati,:--!!}o During Operation DECK HOiJSE ONE tactical 
air observati.on was employed extensively in support of the Special I.anding~ __ 
Force and its supportirJ,gar.m.s,;-

(1) The SLF a.ir observe:.." "I1a.S utilized in both the attacl:ed UH=1E 
(slick) aircraft from NA.G 36 and Arrrsy Ol=D air;,.;raft (on=o8.11 support) from 
the 219th Aviation Company» Tuy Huajl RiilJ o TAOml.ssions during the operation 
accounted for 51..0 flight hours and provided an-iInportant scurce of infort'" 
mation on the friendly and enemy situati.ol1 as wel.l as effective control of 
supporting arms. 

h. PsychologicB:,l Ha.l' fa:!'€; Operations 

(1) The 13JU D.3tacbmant was €1llployed to aSEdst 13L'1: 3/5 with loud­
speaker operations ashore o The types of missions included both live and 
taped broadcasts directing civilians to ass6rrible .for scr0ening and inter= 
rogation9 cw;-few i.nstr>uctions j appeals to t.he VC 't~o 51..trrende1"» and warnings 
to villages that sniper fire received from villagl';;s t{Qui.d result in jJmytpd'l.­
ate retaliationo I3roadcas'ts 'l'fere made both iI'om grJund dnd helicopter., 
This was an effect.ive utilization of the BJU and assbtud the BLT in pop= 
ulation control. 

(2) TWo leaflet drops were conducted vutrnlng Vietnamese not to 
interfere with operations and not to run fl'cm Marines 0 There ·1'18.8 no inter= 
ference by ci vi.lians during the operaticno -

10 Civic Actiono Four Civic Action visits '\lers 11lG.de duringeJpe!,ation a 
DECK HOUSE ONE in coordination with TIle -C1!1 .. ~of SOl'lg CauDIitrlct.-" h ; ., 
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(1) A Civ.ic Actiofl Team composed of SI.F s1iaff a.nd medical/denta.l 
personnel from the USS i>rlnceton aricf°"BLT 37f\rlsifrnftlle""""Song-Cau-llosPItal 
0# 20 and 21 JtUle o Approxim9.tely 600 patients were treated for a variety 
of diseases and approximately 450 infected teeth exit'acted o Soap~ -vitamins,\) 
and other medication were distributed to the patients 0 Village medical 
workers were instruct.ed on medica.l procedures and t')oth e:x;c,ractiono 

(2) On 22 June~ after learning that apprt)xJmately 95 refugees a.t 
Song Ca.u were in need of medical treatments the Civi,:~ A'etian Team visited 
the refugee camp there~ and treated all of the refugees for a. va.riety of 
ailments and injuries. l'he dentist extra.cted numerous infected teeth. 
Food, medicines,\) and soap were distributed. 

(3) On 26 Julle the Civic Aclion assistan:e l"equ~sted was provided 
durihg search and clea.r operations at Ha B:1.nh Thank (1) at CQ 101£302. In­
jured and sick civilians were trea.ted and approx1ntat.ely 1/')0 infected teeth 
extra.ct.ed. 

(4) In a.ddition to the Civic Action visits,9 the Di.str.i.ct Chief's 
wife. was helo lifted to the Princeton and given blood transi'u$ions subse­
quent to a miscarriage which she had. suffered. This ac'tion probably saved 
her life. Also a wounded refugee child was flown to the Princeton with her 
mother, trea.ted$> a.nd returned to their home and family from which they had 
been separated for several dayso 

(5) Hedical and dental supplies were furnished fnm ARG/SLF assets. 
All actions were well received by t~e Viet.nameseo 

.--. 
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PART II Combat After Action Report ~ Operat.ion NATHA.N HALE 

1. Operation NATHAN HALE l.;as a search and dcstrcy .')peration in which the 
Special Landing Force was under the OPGON of O~ 1st Air Gav Div 0 It was 
in essence a continuation of DECK i·IOUSE ONE with no tine gap between ter= 
mination of DECK HOUSE ONE and initiation of Operation NA'l'HAN HALEo The 
area was generally the sarne with the SLF being assigned an area of operations 
(AO) slightly south of the previously established AOA o The AO caused only 
minor repositioning and reorientation of units o 

a o The participation of the SLF in Operation NA1"IAN 11AlE came as a 
result of a rapidly developing 5it.uation in the area. to the south of the 
AOAo eG I FFORCEV requested initially that the pe:r:'od c!cperat:"ons ashore 
of the SLF be extended beyond 2,3 June in order t hat the SLF c<.>uld be util­
ized to block possible va e.xi'iltrationo This was ap})!'(,ved and the period 
extended through 30 June. eG I FFORCEV au.bsequently consideredth8.t in 
order to more fully -coordinate ilnd control operations wlthin the area that 
the SLF shou.ld be pla(~ed under his OrCON. This wag requested through the e 
chain of command and ultlmately approved with oreON of the SLF passing to 
eG I FFORCEV and then t.o eG.!) '.5t, Air Gav Div 0 The sped.fice in the situation 
as it developed are outline~ below~ 

(1) On 18 June representatives of 2/327 j) 10lst Airborne (the re­
action force) reported atoard the Princeton to coordinate planning for poss­
ible employment with the SLP. If conmri.tted thl§ ba.ttalion would be under 
OPCON of the SLF. At this time a150j) plans were d:~3cu8sed which had been 
developed with eG I FFORCEV concurrences and SLF 0ogniza."'1ce 9 for 2/327 to 
conduct a battalion size search and destr:::y operation south of the AOA;, 
attacking in a north easterly direction to the SLF boundary. (This plan 
had been developed based on intelligence tha.t eler,.ents of the 95th NVA were 
currently in the vic of BQ 98690) This plan was 5ubsequently executed and 
2/327 with two companies being helo lifted Int0 th.is area en 191200H to con= 
duct S&D operations northeast-to the SLF boundary 0 (At t.his t.ime 1/8 was A 
desi.gnated as the reaction force on a two hour ale!'t fer both the SLF and • 
2/3270) Subsequ.ent act.1.ons included cOl11'nitment ')f l/S)) 3rQ Brigaq.e» and 
finally the 1st Air Cav Div in this area to expJ[nit this initial contact'by 
2/327; to fix and destroy ·the remai.ning elements of the lSth B Regiment~ NVAo 

(2) 1st Air Cav Div intell.igen.;:e indicated that "the enemy would 
move to the south avoiding contact or break up i:nt'J s.ma.ll units and attempt 
to exfiltrate to the nortlmest and northo 

b. Messages sUl1Jl1l.arizing the transit.ion frq;ll DEOK HOUSE ONE tv NATHAN 
HALE are as follows g 

(1) I FF'ORC};;V message 221j08Z ~ requested that CO}mS~1A.CV take 
actions necessary to extelld Operation DECK HOUSE ONE fJr' an indefinite 
period in order that I FFonCEV would have llGonsiderable flexibility" in 
the pursuit of Operation NATHAN HALE. ' 

(2) GONUSMACV mess.M.e_~aOZ ~ requeste:l app .. te::vE.l from GINCPAC 
for continuation of Opera.tion DECK HOUSE ONE. 
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(3) COMSEVEN'l'HF1T m~..§sage ?-3.0Z46Z ~ di:r'e(';t<)d __ C1Gu7~o5 t(}~~x~en~_ ... _ 
Qperation DECK HOU2E ONE through 30 June unl ess releas-ed earlier by higher 
authorityo 

(4) QOHUSMACV messMtL261.24P? = re:oIm'.ended -1:0 CINCPAC that Operation 
DECK HOUSE ONE be terminated and Operat,ion DECK HOU3E THO be initiated wi.th the 
ARG/SLF in close support of the 1st Air Cava.lry Divis:iono 

(5) COMSEVEl,:THFLT message,<''I.Q9..l?1 = termin.'3.teJ. Operation DECK HOUSE 
ONE and directed the 3LF to CHOP at 2704002 to CG j I FFORC"ZVo 

(6) CTG 76 0 5 message ,2.70620Z ~ directed SLF DHOP to CG I FFORCE\T 0 

(7) CTG 7202 .ID;=S.5age 21C£J2,f: - SIJ' rep:,rteri OPG,iN to CG I FFORCEVo 

($) ~ FFoltCEV message 271245~ - OpeON of SJ.F passed to CG$ 1st Air 
Cavalry Divisiono 

20 SLF comma.nd headquarters for Operati':m NATHIUJ Ht\I.J~ was lo,:;ated ashore with 
the BLT CP initially in the vid.nity CCQ 08(788) and then re10:.:'.ated at (;jQ . 
072714)0 

30 Task Organizatiopo The tt..~k (Jr.ganizatlch or-the SLF remained the same as 
for Operation DECK HOUSE O:NEo 

40 Intelligence~ The Tuy An area is charai.::ter.fz.'3d by row~-rollingrite paddy 
areas near the coast J giving .\va.y to rugged hills and mountains within 8J1000 
meter~o A salt water la.ke~ Dam 0 Loau~ is the do:o:d:na:l..::ng t,errain feature in 
the eastern portion of the AOo Hi.gbway #1 1"11..'19 thr:mgh 1"he flat area and gen= 
erally follows the coast lineo It is a hard surfaced (black t?p) all w~ather 
road o Cross country vehicular movement is restricted d"'.le t:;, extensive Paddies o 
The railroad, which ganeI'Sl-ll;yJlCl.ra,llel.s Highway #1 is noL usable. Dominating-::-.----c-__ 

I .. peaks areg Hill 308 (CQ (60695)~ Hill 42{CQ C4~5)~ an_d Hill 172 (BQ 99.1683)0 

ao Intelligence reports indicated that the ngjoJ:< V':. lli"'li-: s::.perating in 
the area were; the 85th En;. J28 MF Bn,. K Jl1'::h Bn~ 4th Bn 95th Regt" and the 
19B NVA Regimento No substantial. conta'ct was madeby the SLF \'rith any elf the 
units listed above; h()wever~ one VC stated that he was a, me1Jher off the l$B 
Regiment 0 

50 Missi.ono CG9 1st Air Cavalry Divis.Lon assigned the Sp2~ial Landing For~e 
the mission of conducting seal"ch and destroy opera.ti~n8 in the assigned area 
of operation3 a.,'1.d to establish blocking ambush po~l :io.:1" (m prindpal avenues 
of approach along the sout.hern,boundary vf the as~igned a:r.e~ of. operationso 

6" Concept of Operaticn,eo The SLI" e;.:m:<ept of 0~:ri:\Licna du.l'.ing Operation 
NATHAN HALE was to conduct search and dest!'c:.y op3ratio!ls w!.thin the assigned 

. zonejl to establish blocking forces al'Jng the pl"Jn:::.ipaJ. routes of entrance and 
( exit along the southern boundary;' to "eBf.:al)If81r--;[5al!,;.5T2;a.naam:Suslies~:a.u:ring"~ 

'. hours of darkness!) and to cond.uct50ordina~,ed at";;a_ks w::,tr. 1st Air Ca~;alry units 
in the event positive enemy contaots w?re madE 0 Fire support was provided by 
organic artillery units and by nav8,1 g1.m. fire andTA5 cbtained through the 1st 
Air Cavalry Divisiono Tacti(;al wlthd:rs.wa:. was l::.-:-b€i '~'Jl1dudeQ en release of 
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O~CON by CG3 I FFORCEV. 

70 Executiono See encloaures (1) thre'ugh (7).9 vperat i,;)n Ove.rlays.\J a.nd After 
Action Reports of BLT 3/53 HMH 3649 and Det VMO£ 

8. Results, 

a o Casualt.t.e~ 

b o Material anA Food Supplies Capture<;Lcr De~roye9. 

(1) 186.5 tons of rice (destTOyed). 

(2) Ij)020 rounds of small arms a.mmu.niti.:m. 

(3) II booby trapso 

(4) Two 8lm:m mortar shells. 

(5) Two PRC=25 batteries. 

(6) Two claymore mines. 

(7) Seven hand grenades. 

(8) One anti~personllel mine 0 

(9) Two trip fla.res o 

90 Commarrler i s Anal;y@,i;3o This analysis is c,:;n~erned w:ith these matters at 
the Special Landing Force leveL Reports ::m pnblems enc,:mr1"tered and lessons 
learned at the battalion and squadron level Cl.re;;Q!l"(,ained in enclosu.res (3) 
and (6)0 

a. Plannin.,g. Planning for integrat:r-on.~nto OpeJ:·a.:Li;:m ~JA.THAN HALE commended 
during a conference held on 26 J'J,ne in the OF of th~ Jrd Erigade:;> 1st Air Caval= 
ry Division at Dong Tre o During this conferen;:;e (attended by COMUS1il\.CV 9 CG I 
FFORCEV 9 CG 1st Air Cav Di'!J» eTG 7905s and CO BLT 3/5) CC' 9 l,st Air Cavalry 
Division stated that it would be desirable to :reT:)~J.te thE boundary of the SLF 
further to the south to better supp:>rt his oparat i0:::18 0 C:OKLfSlviA.CV concurred im= 
plying that he would request OFCON of the SLF 0 On eaLab:.i3hment of the Landing 
Force ashore the followIng day", termination cf DECK HOUSE ONEiJ and CHOP to CG 9 
1st Air Cav Div9 a planning conference was conducted at the 1st Air Cay Div Com­
mand Post (Tuy Htit North) to establish the co.mma(Crela:~loi1ahlp9 fire sUPport9 
and logistic support and to ensure a SID.)oth :ransition to control by CG9 1st A 
Air Cav Div 0 The SLP was accorded the same relatiomdIip as another brigade in .., 
the divisiono Fire supports logisti(:s~ a.nd cormntlli1::atioDs are dis.::';Ussed in the 
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! folloWing paragraphs.. An SIT 11il sonorTI:Ge~·w~s a~~'8Tgi1e;r:~C"7;dStln:ona:'iiY;'"' stafr . 
" visits were made daily. Nopro'5lf!IDS or ariy'naf,;ure 1;f·z·re"~e"ncoU:rl(erea. ana' a spIrit 

of willingness and mutual con.fidence prevailed. 

, I 

t 

I· 

b o Intelligepc!lo Intelligence support fl:"om the 1st Air Cavalry Division 
included aerial phot ographY>l maps.9 a.nd "Red Ha ~e 'I N 11\Jrh • lnt elligen..::e support 
which had been pI'ovided to the Sr.P during Operation DECK HOUSE ONE by CG I 
FFORCEV continued. The enemy continued to evad.3 contact and to exfiltrate the 
area.. Weather was typical for the period~ with high temperatures and humidity, 
and only a trace of prec.ipitat.icn. 

Co Command Relationshi ,'£. OIJe:l'atJ on NA'Tt-IAHHALE developed from the CG I .. 
FFORCEV commitment of the 2 J/~7 ~ lOlst Al.rborne Division south of the DECK 
HOUSE ONE AOAo OPCON 0t' the SLF was r...assed oy COHSEVEI~1'ilf't,r t oCoNlJSlvLACV cor.= 
current with the terrrLi.nation of DECK HOUSE ONE witf'. OPGOh of the SLF ultimately 
passing to CG,9 1st Air C,~val!'y DivJa:iono 

t!o ~uim§r~J.,+lil.~rnii~-Durli1nJATHAN HAm; . t()rrtrC! of suppoff.lrig a.rmS re­
sided in the FSCC of th.;; lut.. Au Cav, Dh wlt.h the SLF F'S::C providing (.oordin .... 
ation of fires w:Hhin the assi6ned 1\0 0 Artillery 3,UPP()I·t remained the ~a.me for 
the SLF and in addition Battery C9 5/2..7 had the ml5s.ion of general ,support re­
inforcing in the SLF AO. Navil1 gunfire ships.!) (Sf; Paul i3,nd Basilol1e) were re~ 
leased by CATF to provide n.:>rmal in-country supp(:.rt to the l~r, Air .Cav Div 
under Gun 10 proeedur€!s. mIN 364 halos continued. to prcvide direct support to 
the SLF in the AO augmented as required by CAS from 1n-c'!ountry resources through 
1st Air Cav Div FSCC. No problems 1;lere enccJUn~_ai'Bd i.l.rrl r::'r.", support was re~ 
spon~ive to all reque3t3. 

e. Logistics 0 ?ricl' tv Ule ,0omp.:;.etiofl -of rm: 1l0:;::;£ONI: i11d t.he col'lllnit­
ment of the SLF tv NATHAN HAI.:E;l 1,:a180a was e~t-abli~h~"j ..... ith :':}gisti(;s repre~ 
sentati ves of the II Corps LOGSUP Curl an.d 1st A;"r l'av D::.v LO coordi:J.8.H3 l.ogistic 
support requirementse An 1,§A cqQta.il'.jn? tl'lO de. s su- 'J.' d' aelect,ed items of 
Class I~ II)) VJ) and VA was esta1?l3.e e 
District Heaciquarte!"s (eQ 109677). 
face means provided by the II Corps LOGS UP Grr .... i. 
LSA was by SLF helos. This procedure prdved m()Sf~Eati5.re.ctcry and more re= 
sponsive to SL!" needs than tvt':ll l'eJu.pply f!:'GJI:. F.l.fl::-3,'(,o Supp:i..ies not held in _the 
LSA were provjded from ;;', ·-,pt ,; ;.:;b'}'Y'rj ~.h.;; LPH. EV3c;.1h:ion d ~as1..l.alties ~ontinued 

through the USS Princeto!l to th~ 55th E¥ilIGuat:!"m Hosr::i:'>'::<,l£) (~~.:;-. N410!lo 

f 0 CommunicatJ.ons. '_.OIIlIDunlC,:l':le,n5 ~rere mai::rtalned with the 1st Air Cav Div 
from the Fla'gship via-the 1st All' Gay I::c,rnmand ne~-J!'2J a voice Fl-i: circuit, utiliz~ 
ing a PRC~~5 ~ a.nd oller OIfD#'3 an online teletype ::fr'~uit 0 The existing communi­
cations between the Flagship and BLT a.shore ware CO::1t inued 0 In addit.ion9 the 
BLT activated the 1st All' Cav D:"V' C'ommand ne'.: #2 and. 1.i3 B t::t,:U:u.ir.g a team and 
equipment provided by the 1st Air Cay :)iv Signal Offi,:,,€'!'o The BLT was also on 
1st Air Cav Air 9 Naval Gunfire" and Artillery Net8~ .Excellent communi~ations 
were maintained throughout NATHAN HAlJ~o 

--~-=---~ 

g. Civic Actiono One ~ Cp,~_1.cn V ... ~ wasocnd·J.c~fed.~:,Cteam· composed . 
of SLF Cl. Vl.C action and medlca1per5(ml1el~alc?i"wn:h me~:-5a1aoo'a:ental-"person:;;' 
nel of the USS Pickaway visited the hamlet c.f Phu~Tan ceQ :068) on 1 July. 
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(1) The District Chief]) !\lY An had, heard of tM SLE"~::'.v:ic; a<:'1'.ion t,~e.m visits 

to Song Cau and was most anx.iou~ i;;)r a 101:'a1 visit 0 B€;~8.U.s~3 the v:::.strilCJt Ghief 
had publicized this Vi5:it~ a large numher "r Viet}'!)W1eSe [rOT!! surrounding vil-
lages arrived for treatmenL.· The; medical Df.f'ice:re treat.6d .approximaif:'J.,Y' 350 
villagers for a number" of ailment So, injur~.('·s j ~o .. mdi3.9 and bu.t':r.;] a Tr:a dental 
officer' extracted approx:!.n'.atdy250 infected teeth. S'oap ""as i5.istributed to 
the villagers and certain ffiadlc:al supplies werE; pl'o~rld€,d t.0 the '[10 S. Ar:my 
Medical COl;'psman attached to the Ad1rlsory Team to!' use by the; villagers 0 O;f 
the many civic action visits made by the Sl.F ttJ':l..'T..$ this N.'i1l the most enthuf9"" 
iastically l'Meivedo 

ho NJ.thdl'.§l.wi,],.. Although CG 1st Air C.:lIT D.iv l1a.J j..ndi~ated that the tIme of 
CHOP would be no earlier t,r..an the 2nd~ the er.fe~t.ive timec;f CHOP was ,established 
at Ol0800H July .. At that time elements of the DLT wer-~ d0ndl~cting March and 
destroy opel"ation1"l wh.ich pladed tt.;")!!'!. in ,~'!l ' .U.Inllin. pv;;oit::,v!l feI' 'wIH""",," " 
In this regards W Hou!' was taken a5 'vh€! h:)lU' 01' CHOP tcC1I\.TF' a 'l'hi& S1F 9 

after conunitment to Opell:"&t,ion NATHA.1V BALE" waa cde.r.ted t.(1 tne e,)u th of the 
original AOA ~onducting search and aestl'oy opel!:"ati:cmso Dlsp'usition of i:Ol!'0~i5 
were such that w.ithdrawals with the exception of two rifle c'0mpa:rdes 9 c,~>uld 
be made from one seC'.ltre area ('vi~ CQ 015137813 s,~c:u:re:d by ~lemehtiS ,_~7th RVN Regt) 
:in the AO t.o a secure beach (at 'fuy Boa South sE:~ured by-elements {)f the Log 
Spt Cmd) for subsequent ba©kloading. iiithdr-awal plan::: pr'o'lided tot' the initial 
extraction of these cOOl.panie:5 while the SLF was in pcsition to provido:. the 
necessary ta~ti(C:al EUPPOl""c, an-:l cc·vero T;':!e 1st Air Ga\m>":J ;:-.l::.~·:tsior:. provided 
the necees5ary c;over to th~ SLF t.hl'ol1.ghout the w:i thd:t"a'W·.,.l EVeL t.hm • .gh the SIF 
was in f'a©t under OPCON of the, CATF 0 TJ:d .. c5 'W'as the rer.er:;'~' ·:;yf the pl'(6;fi,S~ that 
was followed when the SLF CHOPPED to 'the, 1st .Air ::;a'lall"Y :lhi~ii(,mll wr.erein the 
CATF retained ©or&trol o.f its supporting arl1!.ill 'I.':.ntil t':'n.t!"ol ,c.,:m"ld be e!fe.ctive~ 
ly passed to the l8t Air Ocr/alq Division o A~,,;e":,~ingl;Y9 at 011500H July one 
company was helo lift~d by HMH 364 from posit:i.:m8 h th~ .h.D to the !:l8l:'2Ure 
beach at fuy Hoa South :foX" backloa:ding. On 0207CCH ,St~ly Po s. ffi"Ir!y Hid,.)~ 
lifted one ©ompany flr'om th~ AO to "~uy Hca South ',m-Ue HMM )6.4, :i.i!f.:,ed a second 
company to the USS Princeton. The 15tAir Ca:B'a:':':ry Djvi,;:d.or< :p.r'o-~id<cd motor 
transport for th~ movement of the SLF at:,;t,ill&:ry &16 (')the1r' elljill...::!nts from po~i= 
tions secured by the 1st Bnj) 47th ARit"N RegimEnt tc "':1.:t;r H1611 S,;nxth. Thi~ move 

'was covered by su.pport:ing anrtl!1 (Air!) NGP.9 Any) ot the 1st ..o..:i[' Ca:\/;;ulI7 Division 
and pro©eeded without ind,cento In addition" CATF Air :5~PP(~,:,,,t was on 'one hoUL" 
call al3 ba©k UPll if' l'equiredo UpO!1 depa~u .. ~e of ti,.::·, 2:i')rtV)Ya; ~h6 rerna:ining e1e= 
ments within the SIP/B!.T CP we:r$ llfted to the lJSS P~1.r~cet()n ')3' rIMM 364 and 
by 021515H July backloading was compled;,ed 8r .. d th~_SIF l"~,j':'!::'i~;~J.t,tt~d aboard 
ARG shipping. ~. 

10. Comments on EnGll<!)~u.l'er3 (3)thf',Jtl.gh (7L '!'he: E::;llowing comments are< made to 
clarify or amplify cet"tain ;e;tateIDfJntsj) opinior;,~.9 and rec;.::r:;mHi.dation5 contained 
in·the After> A~tion Repo:rt~ o,f BL" 3/5 and IDt1M 36.4~ 
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I !pcl (4) pertain) 

0-) TAGLOO operations and proceal.fres were respcnsiverid were Mn­
sidereq. satisfactory in~ all but ~'a. fewi"s-OIatecr -cases ~-R6utInec-fe-8uppLY-was . 
normaliy planned for late .a.fternoon delivery to facilltatebette:::- utilization 
of helicopters for tactical depl-,-oyment - of unftsduring-thedai~ - F.,rriergencY re~ 
supply was minimal and presented no problems. Resupplyjfems were staged on 
the flight deck of the LPH immedi.ately upon receipt of requests from the BLT 
ashoren howeverJl there were occasions wh-en'helicopter'~resuppIy-riUssionscwere 
launched out of prr~pla:nnoo sequenceo Thi.s caused' some delay in loading, but 
was' not considered <3~ cestl~ve. Some aelaY--is-autol'!l.Citfcallyihherent when sup­
pli,es are moveq. from the flight deck staging .. area and l.oaded aboard helicop= 
ters. This would also be applicable infff(LsA. ashore. --C6J.l~.iriuinge:mpna.sis -
is piaced on the requirement' to--return excess or Unuseable-:te;ms during re­
turf): flights from BiT pos.itions 0 The establishment of an LSA ashore during 
Ope~atton ~-.JATHAN HAU~ proved most satisfactorY-D-

. -. .~.~ . -

-- (?) It--i~ c cnSiq~q-y-1Iat-_th~:"t'icc)~e'ngarr?n"ro;e8tat~'~ir-l~K""'!"; ""'"" ' .. 
a~hC?r~ .for those opera.tions in <s.xces-s -()Y~five'-days lsa-s-C;und Ili;,;oposaTib.6w'=' -~-- . 
ever: f~r' shorter operations or-if tlexibnu.y aT-movement fs -fequirea;su-pply 
direct.ly from ships to us:ing units has been determined tc, be a sound practiceo 
With ~'PJinimum of two dayssupp.1y of selected items-0fclass I; II)) III» and 
V posit~orLedin thi.s LSAj) response time·~rgutdbe~e8sehed-::cahdThe overiil1----· 
effectiveness mater:ial1:v i n("rf'ased both ~rr"lill.th8--po:rnlQf' viewc of helicopter 
employment and ease of control by the BLT~-

p. Selestions of landing Zo~e. (Item 2.- ~.1cl (4)) Sel.ecit:ion of landing 
zones' involves consideration of both the groullCo 3.00 h~:i.-:::.:,pter commanders o Em= 
phas1.s will be placed on the co-ordinat:ron-required- bet.ween the ground and heli­
copter elements in order to select landing zones which ara b~th tactica.:ay 
soUnd and yet meet helicopter standards o 

c. Oommunicati.ons 

(1) (Item)j encl (4» It was recogni.;;ci thai the -u~-; of a battalion 
tactical net for COo,,'Q.Lna.tion and control- or-helicopter c-perations-is unaccep-c;.: 
able. This situation obtained due to shortage of PRC·=25 radicB in BLT 3/5. 
The establishment of a BLT Command Net will eliminate this problem 0 BL'l' 3/5 
received a full allowance of PRC-25 radios sub8e~~ent to this operationo 

(2) (Para 6f(2)~ encl (3) The monoblocks and electr01ite are cur~ 
rently on order and when r;';ceived will bring the BLT up to its operational T/E 
level. In addition~ the Special Landing Force has received approval from 
FMFPAC to hold twenty (20) BB 451 is and two (2) PP 4567/VU to be utilized in 
support of future BLTus. 

(3) (Para 6f(5) .. ~Cl (3» It is planned for fu.ture opera.tions to 
assign a frequency for a BLT Command Net to facilitate the pa8siJ~ of adminis-

1 trative traf.ric and con~:rol .~~?rdination ofbelic9Eter T85u:pply missionso '.' ., 

(4) (Para 7b(2)9 iC1(3))--With"t'~~'~=~~~~t"~f "th";;'A~/pk'G 25 r~=::"~" 
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it is &lticipated that thi~ problem will be alleviatedo 

(5) (Para 70(1).9 enol 0) These frequency assignments were made by 
I FFORCEV. Every effort is made during planning·to insure separate frequencies 
for all SLF nets o If. separate frequen~i_esar(2 E~t aV£l.ilable C;:1.089 coordination j _ 

to minimize operational int~rference.9 is_ the 0Illy _ 8()~u~iono 

(6) (Para 70(2).9 ~n:~lj)) Do not/s;onc1.U' +"h_o.t_the.Al-l/PIW47 :i.:3'\ln~ 
satisfactory for use on thl.:l Naval Gun Fire Spot for all of the reasons stated. 
The light weight of the PRC~25 1.s the major factor in its favor, for this rea­
son it should be considered as a possible rep;iacemer.t. tor all man=padc radios 0 

The AN/PRO 47 was used throughout the operation on:;,ther nets without problems. 
and it can be used for communications wh.i1e onth.e movt:' i.t' nec.essa.:r'y 0 

(7) (Para 7c (3) 9 renal (3)) During future operati...;ms when problems are 
developing and it· is believed due to equipnent d.l."ii'ting off i'l'equen(;y net con-
trol will tune to the AN/PRe 4'10 With the addition of BB 451 n sand re·c;harging _ 
capabilities provided the SLF prior problems wit.h thoe AN/PRO 47 wi11 be mini- -
mized to a large extent by util.izatl,on of fully cha.rged batt,erie~o 

(8) (Para 7c(4)!J encl 0)) The USS Prin:.':8!Jon Is avtlare of existing 
problems with HF equipment:/ relnotes 9 antenna locat:i.ons~ and ernpl.oymento The 
ship is making every effort to enhance communica.tions while at sea and during 
overhaul periodso 

(9) (Para 7c(5)~ ~mcl (3)) A :J..:i.mitedllwriber (If EN f,t:.equencies are _ 
available to the SLF for ~ operations and some i~terfe~encG CalTIlot be ellmin= 
ated due to distance separation of units. Cim MOS separaJiono . Prior to assign­
ing frequencies to units the tactica19 ad)11:nistra;l:.:lv€,9 and frequent usage are_ 
given much consideration so as.to minimize interf!>renGt;lQ 

do Identificatiof!, of Friendly Position..§.o mem 49 ($:"lC!.. (4) Concur in the _ 
recommendation that positive means must be utilized for ~rking enemy and friend~ _ 
ly positionso The established procedures set fcrth ,:.n SLF OpOrd 328~' will be 
emphasized. 

, 
eo Fire qupport Coordination Genter (Paz:a.~ 7P(4 LLa~l (1) 2 

(1) The procedure utilized during DECKW)USE m·JE provided for the SAGe 
upon receipt of artillery or naval gunflre missions to pass this information 
immediately to HDC who in turn ~lerted all aircraft of the nature of the fire 
50 that helicopters cuuld stay Q;Lear of the gun target line o The ir.stances of 
helicopters flying through the66 gUll taI'get}irt.~s were few" a111l JJgBsibl,· 1"e= 
sulted from a delay in BLT F5CC reporting fires £0 SACCo P.llot error in fail= 
ing to stay clea.r of the designa.ted areas was also a contributing factor 0 

(2) It is coneidered that the established procedures are sound but re~ 
quire proper and rapid execution by all agencies to ensure sur,cess o This will 
be re-emphasized in forthcoming training exercises o e 
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(1) (Para 7c(6) ~ tM1- (J» Concur t~at "loC'Je:1n,t"it',;,6 ~t.oul.d b6 _ 
under control of the BLT" 'Jheeoncern 91: SAC('L'W'asn:Ot~9\'~rtrL~, !3~tetYPf·~:r.(;)_ 
unit requesting the f'ires 9 but rather w~th the "'slaty of e,ther t:!:"ier~dly units 

I ~i~:~~ce~~ ~~:~~a (~;:;atI~~s R~p~~h,~~~~~k~~~~:;~r:~,!r;~1~~/,~;c:.= ,_ 

II 

I 
J 

maining silent upon receipt; of CANDY repcrt 0 

- .. ~ '!~\:.~'!1~ ·~~.!w'!:r _',~t.!;~- :;'",,'---,~ ::"~- c:~:t..~~~_""I" ~".·_~~~"'_':'~i.,."~''"' ~~_ .. \.,,,.'~~~~ 

(2) (Para 7c(7) 9 'tnd ~(3)) AsJ9Qg 1!~cc-~gn..tJf~~,Afai!'~~~~;ill9 . .9.f~<O{1i 
it will be necesrsary for ~ BLT 1:SCC ~Ps~§(mta~!ve tg_.Q.~_pli:'E<s.~nt Jll ;$ACCJ!ion.,,;,_ .. ~ 
ltoring the artillery FD net inoroer that m.i6~i()ni1l In p:rogl"e058 can be monitored 
in the SACe. This will be impleme.nted in the next SIP' ope2"ationo Parag:tapn lOa 
discusses proceduree utilized dil!"ing operation6 Qy SAC'C to coordinate aircraft 
and other supporting al'mBo 

iii 
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r;750 
Ser: dOl2.s--66 
31 Aug 1966 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on SLF ltr 3/BSM/lpp over 5750, Ser: 0012-66 
dtd 9Aug66 

From: 
To: 
Via: 

SUbj: 

Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMF 
Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D) 
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 

Command Chronology; submission of 

1. Forwarded. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
Snecial Landing Force 
USS Princton (LPH-5) 

FPO San Francisco 96601 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commandant of the f1arine Corps (Code A03D) 

3/BSM/lpp 
5750 
Ser : 0012-66 
9 Aug 1966 

Via: (1) Commanding General~ 9th Marine AmphibiOus Brigade,· FMF 
(2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 

Subj: Command Chronology' for period 5 Jul - 4 Aug 1966; subndssion of 

Ref: (a) MeO 5750.2 
(b) BrigO 5750.1 
(c) CG FMFPae meg 26l950Z July 

,.JJ..~ ~7(2 ..... Command Chronology - BtT 5g, .s..~- Ia.....~ 
I, .. (3 I .... Canmand Chronology - HMM + fo..€ - -t a.... T 

Enel t {ll Command ChrOllQ1CV- SLF 

(4 SU' Arter Action Report - Opns DECK HOUSE II and HASTINGS 

1. In accordance Hith references (a) through (c), the Command Chronology 
for the SpeCial landing Force is submitted herewith as enclosures (1) 
through (4). 

2. The period covered Degins on 5 July due to the extended period 
covered by the previous Command Chronology. The period for this Command 
Chronology was extended through 4 August in order to include the rotation 
of BLT 3/5 in-country on 1 August and reconstitution of the SLF in the 
new ARG Shipping a.t Subic Bay ,on 3 August. 

~a~ 
I R. A. BRENNEl{AN 
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1. Organizational Data. 

DECLASSIFIED 

SPECIAL LANDING FORCE 
CON!1AND CHRONOLOGY 

-

a. Designation~ The Special Landing Force had the Task Designator 
of Task Group 79.5. 

b. Composition. The Special Landing Force was composed of the 
following: 

5 July - 4 August 1966 

SLF - Col R. A. BRENNEMAN 

BLT 3/5 - LtCol E. J. BRONARS 

HMM 363. - LtCol J. MCGOUGH 

c. Locations. The Special Landing Force was embarked aboard the 
Amphibious Ready Group, consisting of the USS Princeton (LPH-5), USS 
Pickaway (APA 222), and the USS ~lamo (LSD 22). 

d. Average Honthly Strength. 

SLF STAFF: US'1C OFF - 10; USMC ENL - 20 
BLT USMC OFF - 64; USMC ENL - 157Q; USN OFF - 6; USN ENL - 70 

HMM USMC OFF - 56; USMC ENL - 174; USN OFF - 1; USN ENL - 3 

e. Commanding Offi~er and Staff 

R. A. BRENNENAN, Colonel 

T. E. GLEP.2(', ::.t. Colonel 

L. M. DUFFY, Lt. Colonel 

D. R. BRIMMER, Lt. Colonel 

H. B. CROSBY III, Major 

E. vi. LOCKARD, Major 

C. ALB ArJS , (":aptain 

J. L. CONWAY, Captain 

1 
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Commanding Officer 

Executive Officer 

S-1/8-4 

S-3 (14 July 1966) 

8-3, Asst 8-3 (14 July 1966) 

8-2 (5-26 July 1966) 

Asst 8-2 (5-6 July 1966) 

Asst S-2 (5-10 July 1966) 
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R. A. AYERS, Captain CommO 

B. s. MCKENNA~ 1st Lieutenant Air ObserverjAsst S-3 

D. C. SCIfLJLT~, 2na Lieutenari~ A:El~t 8-4 

C. G • OSGOOD, 2nd- Lieutenant 'Asst-S-2,S-2 (26 Jtily 1966) 
. f 

2. C£ronology of Significant Events Dl)riI}~}h~ Pe~~odc2c,~uly to 
4 AugUst 1966. '.~ ~ -~ _. 

a. The following events relate the activities of the Special Landing 
Force during the period repo:r:t.~d. Detaileci.information on BLT 3/5 and 
HMl..f 363 is Sh0'WIl in the appropriatesubordiiJ,ate coi'Ilrnand chronologies, 
enclosures (2) and (3) and in enclosure (4), the Afte'r Action Report 
for Operatior sD~CK HOUSE II end H A!,!'T'ThT(}8. -'\npendix A cont.,q;nq ,q 1.; st, of 
appropriate r ·,ferences,. 

b. 5-15 July 1966. 

(1) On 5 July 1966, the ARG/SLF was in Subic Bay} ;L P. for 
maintenance and training ashore after Operations DECK HOUS~ I and NATHAN 
HALE. 

(2) On 6 July Brigadier General RYAN, CTF 79, and members of 
his staff visited CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5. GeneraLJ?YAN was briefed on 
the conduct of Operations DECK HOUSE 1 and NATHAN HALE and he pl(esented 
Purple Hearts to the wounded from these operations. 

(3) On this same date a team of two officers and seven enlisted 
arl'ived from' 9th MAE to assist the SLF in resupply J ordnance 3.nd elec­
tronic areas. This team assisted the BLT in the receipt of AN/PRC-25 
radios and related equipment and picked up the replaced radios for 
return to 9th MAE. No other significant su~ply/maintenance problems 
were encountered by the team during this visit. 

(4) During the period 9 through 12 July the SLF maintained 
liaison with III I1AF for possible operations in the I· CTZ, RVN. On 
13 July CTC 79.5 and staff representives proceeded to RVN to effect 
liaison wit£ CG, III NAF, _CG 3rd 1·farDiv, r::G~lstMAW for operations in 
I GTZ, RVN. Personal liaison continued through 15 July and included 
coordination with Task Force Delta Headqu& rters at Cam 10 and the U. s. 
advisors of the Quang Tri Sector'and Goi Tiuh District for the forth­
coming special operations ,in RVN._ 

(5) The ARG/SLF departed Subi~ Bay, R. P. on 13 July arriving 
off Danang, R~ on 14 July in preparation for Ope rations DECK HOUSE II 
and HASTINGS. , 

1. CG III MAF msg 1207l5Z July - reguested SLF supporting operation 
c,onnnencing 16 July. 

+ COMSEVENTHFLT msg 14l742Z July - directed the SLF to conduct Oper­
ation DECK HOUSE II. 

2 
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(6) From 12-15 ,July, the 9th 11AB Ornn;'<nce Officer, TJ, HADDEN, 
conferred with the SLF concerning SLF'ammuriition requirelnents 
and usage data. 

(7) Lt SHrTH, 9th 1'1t\B ISO :J.'1dg~r()Gn.IGG5 J 9th MAE Personnel 
Officer reported to-the 'Sl,F for te':}porary duty for Operation DECK 
HOUS~ II. 

e * 16 July - 2 AugUst 1966. --

(1) On If July the ARGjS¥ commen(!ed Operation-DECK~OUSE II in 
the area of Dong Ha~- Quang Tri l1rovince-;TCTZ; 'RvN (vic YD2)b1). The 
operation terminate0. on J:J5 Ju.:ly ';l1e,~,th~ S1.F~hop'p~d to _Cq. I_II311AF foJ:' 
employment in Operation.HASTINGS under OpCon.Task Force Delta. 

(2) On'18 July,Vice AdnJ.iral'h:::fl..AND, cmrs'EvENTHFLT visited 
CTG 79.5 and 76.5 aboardUSS Pri!1.cet9n al1d_Br,T 3b_GP_,a~hore. 

(3) On 24.' July Brigadier Ganeral ENGLISH, CG, Task Force Delta, 
and Colonel THUONG, Commander, 1st ARVN Division visited CTG 79.5 and 
CTG 76.5 aboard the USS Princeton. 

(4.) 'On 27 July I1ajor General ROBERTSHAW, CG, 'lst MAv4 and 
Colonel HUNT, CO, I1AG-16 , visited CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 aboard the USS 
Princeton. ..- - - ". ,_ ___ -

(5) On 27 July !1'ajor CROSBY, SLF Asst S-3, departed for Subic 
Bay for planning' Exercise HILLTOP VI and to effect liaison with COM~ 
NAVPHIL and BLT 1/26 for Exercise HILLTOP VI. Liaison was also effected 
with the USS Iwo Jima for transfer of the 5LF Headquarters from PRINCETON 
to r·TC JIl1A. 

(6) The SLF reverted to OpGon eTC 76.5 on 29 July and commenced 
backloading aboard assigned ARG shipping. Backloading was completed on 
30 July and the ARG/SLF.departed fo~ Chu Lai, RVN to offload BLT 3/5. 

(7) On 31 July, Hajor General FIELDS, CG, 1st 11arDiv, greeted 
BLT 3/5 and visited eTG 79.S and C'l'G 76.5 aboard the USS Princeton. 

(8) Offloading of BLT 3/5 commenced on 31 July and was completed on 
2 August with OpCon pas.::iing to UG, III MAl<' at the completion of off-
loadi.11.g • 

(9) The SLF/ARG departed for Subic Bay, R. 'p. on 2 August and 
BLT 1/26 chopped to CTG ,79.5 at 02l200H August 1966. 

(10) The SLF Staff commenced the transfer from PRINCETON' to 
r:.ro JIHA upon arrival in Subic Bay, R. P. on 3 August.' The, staff trans­
fer ;,ras accomplished by helo within four hours and on the morning of 
4. August th8 SLFwas rec_2.nstituted with BLT 1/26 and HM11 363 embarked in 
the ARG shipping; TII/O JHfA, VANCOUVER and. THOMASTON.4 

1 COi~EVENTHFLT msg 14174.2Z July - directed SLF to chop to CG, III MAF 
vlhen firmly established ashore. 

!:r. eTG 79.5 msg 04.054.02 .l\llgust- :t.'~po;:t~d recons~:htut_~o~ of SLF to CTF 79 • 
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LIS T OF R3FERENCES 

L CG III HAF message 120715Z July which requested SLF supporting 
o~erations commencing 16 July. 

'2~ Cm,fSEVENTHFLT message 141742Z July vJhich directed the SLF to con­
duct Operation DECK HOUSE II. 

, . 

3a CTG 79.5 message 150444Z Ju1y~CFra.gO:rger NumberOrie for Operatibn 
D~CK HOUSE II to qG 79.) apPIan ;3?S-§6) .--_ 

4. Comma~d Chronology - BLT 3/5. 

5. Command Chronology - HMM 363. 

6. SLF After Action Report - Opera.tion DECK HOUSE II and HASTINGS. 

--
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HEADQUARTERS 
Special Landin~ Force 
USS PRINCE'rON (LPH"'5) 

F'PO San Francisco 96601 

From: Commanding Officer 

• 
Ol:RAB~jds 

Ser= 009-66 
27 July 1966 

To: C01l1.111.9.nding General, Fleet M.:'1.rine Force, Seventh Fleet 

Sub j: Combat, After Action Reports, Operations DECK HOUSE 'JWO and 
HASTINGS 

Encl~ '(1) Operation Overlay DECK HOUSE 'I~'lC I.. ',; .1. 

' .. C2L. Operation Overlay HASTINGS 
;:'. ';'S,' C,-'L:-,;~; :;;.:.jJ) BL'f 3/5 After Action Report, DECK HOUSE TIJO and HASTINGS 

"., ''C. - ~ ,~IM.}.; IIHf:fJ?? After Action lieport, DECK HOUSE TIlO and H}lS'l'INCS 

1. 1'he subject report:;; are submitted' herewith.. For· ola:ri:J;.y'o.\" (1",:~~: 
and ease of reference the S11" basic report is covered in two parts, Part 
I, the After Action Hepon for Operation DECK HOUSE 'IWO, and Part II the 
After Action Report for Operation HASTINGS. 

2. Enclosures (1) through (4) amplify this report. Comments on appropriate 
portions of the BLT and Hi'lM After Action Rflports, enclosures (.3) and (4), 
are contained in paragraph 10" Part II of this report .. 

PAH'r I CmJf8A'f APTER ACTION REPOH'r OPERATION DECK HOJ1§E TWO 

Map Heference: A]'JIS 7014, 1:50,000 Sheets 6342 I, II, 6442 I" III, IV. 

1. Operation DECK HOUSE T\tlO was a unilateral amphibious operat~ion combining 
surfaceborne and h131iborne assault forces and conducted in accordance with 
N1tlP-22 (fI.) • 

2. This operation was conducted in the area of Dong Ha, Qua.!1g Tri Province, 
I CTZ HVN (vic YD 2561). The operation commenced on 16 ~ruly 1966 at 06,30H 
wj.th the landing of surface assault forces on Blue Beach (YD 319727) and 
a helo lifted assault force in LZ STORK (YD 290701) three miles inland.. 
The operation terminated at 1723002 when the SLF chopped to CG In MAF for 
employment in Operation HASTINGS under OPGON Task Force Delta. 

3. Command headquart,ers for Operation DECK HOUSE TltW was located aboard 
t.he USS PIUNCE'I'OU (LPH-5) 0 

4. Task Organization. 

SPECIAL IJ~NTJING FORCE (LANDING FOliCE) - Col H. A. BHENNE!"JlJI 
HMI1 363 - LtCol J. MCGOUGH 
BLT 3/5 - LtCol E. J. BRONAHS 

5. Intelligence. 

a. 'fhe objective area is charact.erized by poorly drained low lands 
terminat.ing at the coastline in a wide belt of ma~3sive dunes. The coast­
line consists of low, sandy shore int,errupted by mouths of rivers and 
lagoons. A narrow transitional zone of rounded hills parallels the coast­
line 15 to 20 miles inland and separates the lowlands from the Annam 
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I4ountains. 'l'raf'ficability.is fair to poor throughcut the area~ becoming 
extremely difficult during heavy raj.nse Highway 1 runs north and south 
about 10 miles inland. Highway 9 commences at Dong Ha eYD 23960S) and 
runs ~lest. 

b. Key terrain features are the Hieu Giang and 'l'haeh Han rivers 
which form the Cua Viet river at YD 267625 and from there runs to the sea. 
The dune belt which extends inland 2.4 miles consists mostly of sandy 
:'id,ges up to 20 feet :l.n height with patches of dry" land crops. 

c. Blue Bea(;h (YD 31972.7) is a straight beach e~x:tending in a northwest­
southeast directj,on~ and is 600 meters long. The beach averages 155 yards 
in 'I'Iidth. Composition is soft satfld, but firm i'Thenwet. The beach gradient 
of the foreshore is 1;35, low water line to one fathom is 1~56, 1 to 2 
fathoms is 1943. The 6 fathom contour is approximately 2.5 miles from the 
boa0hEne. The beach is obstructed by two submerged ' .... "'lSshore sandbars, 
located 40 to 60 yards and 190 to 270 yards off the 10'1'; water line. 
Traffi.cability was fair to poor on dunes o 

d. Pre-D-Day intelligence reports indicated that the 324th B Division 
CP, the 90th reg:iment, the 812.'th regiment and the S03rd regiment were 
located in a mountainous complex 2.0 miles inland. Only local force platoons 
1ll'ere reported to be operating within the AOA. 

e. No suhstarrLial contact was made wit.h any kn.own organized elements 
during the opera.Hon. Fl.€;sistance ashore cons:isted of sporadic small arms 
sniper fireo 

6. ~ion., As directed by COHSIWEN'I'HFJJl' message 11.17422 July (Initiating 
Direct,j,ve)the mission of the Land.ing Forr;€was to ,::;onduct a search and 
destroy amphibiou:i:; operation against vel NVA forces in tho amphibious ob­
jecdve area in Quang '!:'d Province, RVN anil establish a beach support area. 
in order to assist CG III :MAF' within I GTZ. 

70 ConceRt of OQ,£!'at.ion. Operatj.on DECK HOUSE TWO Was a unilateral 
amphibious opr:!:ration conducted bY' the AHG/SLF.. The operation was planned 
as a seven to ten day search and destroy' operation. 'fhe concHpt provided 
for the SLF' to conduct simultaneous helicopterbome and Burface landings 
to con.duct search and destroy operations; to establ:ish a beach support 
area in order to assist In MAl" in I CTZ~ and to conduct a tactical with­
draw'aL Fire support was provided by the organic a:rtillery of the BLT; 
NGl<~ consisting of one DD a.nd one LSNR; and CAS from 1st MAvl. 

:S. ~. Operati.on. DECK HOU~)E 1"1'10 was executed in accordance with 
em 79.5 Operation Order 32$.-66 supplemented with a 11'rag Order published 
for this operation. See enclosures 0) and (4),. After Action Reports of 
BLr[' 3/5 and HH1,[ .363.9 for details of execution. 

9. Results" 

a@ Casu<l.lties. 

Uo S. NONE 
VC KIA .~, :3 
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b. ~~teriel Captured. 

1 pistol, Smith and Wesson .38 Caliber 
1 l'1auser rifle, 7. 92mm (Chinese Nationalist copy) 
1 M-14 rifle, U.S., 7.62rr~ 
1 Submachine gun, F'rench riL 949 9rmn 
1 Submachine gun, Soviet FPSHMl94l (ChiComm type 50) 
2 Submachine gU\:"1, U.S. H3Al (Grease gun) 
1 Bayonet (U.S. 1-14) 
9 Magazines for French 111949 submachine gun 
2 Drum magazines for Soviet PPSH~n.941 (Burp gun) 
1 U.S, BAR magazine 
310 round.s 6ll1c'lll arms ammunition 
5 Blocks TNT, (1 lb) 
1 H,'1nd grenade (U.S. fragmentation) 

:l.'J, CC!:fw·.ndersAn,11ysis. This analysis is limited to those :rna tters at the 
Special La.nding Force leveL BLT and squadron level matters are discussed 
in their respective reports, enclosures (3) and (4)~ 

a. Planning. 

(1) The planning for Operation DECK HOUSE 1WO \-las characterized 
by an extremely brief period in which to conduct necessary coordimd,1on, 
effect JiaisoYl, and ooblj.f:h tncl i r::'1n{~ :rc~ldrcd order::: tho9.b'YJc Na:; cc'm·­
plotod in t'im d;.;.ys, 

) Fl,c,'min: 1·:iiS inj.t:i.,.Lud on receipt of CG III IrAIi' message 
120715Z July which requested upe of the SLF/!'d{G commencing 16 July. e'm 
79.5 accompanied by staff' representative:::. and TG 76.5 representative de­
parted for Danang on 13 July and effected liaison with CG III HAF, CG 
3rd Marine Division, eG 1st ~farine Aircraft Wing, CG, 'l'ask Force Delta and 
the Quang Tri Sector &nd Goi Linh District Advisors during the period 13-14 

(3) During the initial liaison the follO"~Iing significant details 
were accomplished: 

(a) Aerial reconnaissance was conducted of the tentative ADA 
as well as other possible areas of operations. 

cessed. 

(b) Procurement of maps of area. 

(0) Con~unication frequencies assigned and coordinated. 

(d) Determination made of the enemy order of battle in aroad 

(e) Pertinent Task Force Delta orders obtained. 

(f) Determination of where captured VC and VCS would be pro-

(g) Information on arc light st.rikes. 

(,-,) (:{)oi'liinat.lon on ('(:;su.alty e'!ae'l.',L.:i.on. 

(:\.) Information e;l .,,, lstHAi'I. 

(j) ProvisioiJ.' fcr c:faorgEJacy road,ion force l:otwoon the 3LF 
and adjacent uniL6. 
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(k) 
by NWP 22(A). 

Establishment of command relationships as provided for 

(1) Provisions for logistic support by III MAF"if required. 
-. - .-

Plans were also made for establishi~g liaison with the 
following commands: 

--- ~-, 

(a) III MAF. 

(b) 3rd MarDiv. 

Cc) Task Force Delta. 

(d) 1st ARVN Div. 

(e) District Headquarters Gio Linh. 
,"",,0.7 _ .... "...... 

b. Intelligence. Prior to the operation, liaison was established with 
III MAF and arrangements were made for maps, aerial photography, ITT and 
TAO missions. 

(1) Intelligence material provided by III MAF was accurate and 
included~ Road and Bridge overlays; beach exits and obstacle overlays; 
enemy activity overlay; 8.!ld leaflets. ..~. . .. _-

(2) The enemy exhib~ted the ability to evade contact and ex­
filtrate the area of operations. Weather was typical for the period, with 
high temperature and humidity. 

c. Command Relationships. Operation DECK HOUSE TWO was a unilateral 
amphibious operation with command relationships in accordance with NWP 
22 (A)/LFM-Olo . ___ ~ .. ._ _ __ _ 

d. Logistics. Prior to commencement of Operation DECK HOUSE TWO 
liaison was established with III MAF to coordinate additional logistic 
support if required. Logistic support for Oper~tion DECK HOUSE TWO was 
provided solely from the assets of SLF. All supplies were delivered 
directly to units ashore by helo from ARG shipping. Logistic support to 
the BLT ashore was adequate and responsIve to requirements with nrl..r:!imal 
expenditures of all classes of supply. 

e. Civic Action. 

One Civic Action v;.sit was planned for IS July, but was cancelled 
due to OPCON passage of the SLF to Task Force D.§llta and subsequent re­
positioning" BLT 3/5 from the original AUh. 

f. Psychological Warfare. 

As a result of liaison effected with District Chie~,Gio Linh, it 
was determined that there was no necessity for BJU employment or the 
dropping of leaflets during DECK HOUSE TWO. Bo1h of these capabilities 
were available if their need had become evident~ 

g. ,; Coillirilinications. 

(1) All communications nets were activated at H-I on D-Day with 
no delay and were maintained throughout Operation DECK HOUSE TWO with 
minimum outage. Radio relay was established at H plus 15 on D-Dayo This 
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circuit consisted of an AN/MRC-62 van ashore and an AN/GRG-IO aboard ship. 
The radio relay remainea-inoperifion througncnif fIle-operat1.oriand again 
proved to be the major means of communications between BLT and Has SIF. , . . 

(2) The increased range of the AN/PRC-25 radio series over the 
AN/PRC-8,9 and 10 series has greatly enhanced the command and control of 
the BLT by the SIF commander. Interference by other stations was en­
countered on all nets for short periods of time and in some instances the 
durati.on of the operation. This problem could not be eliminated due to 
.05 Hes separation of frequencies, the large nwnber of frequencies assigned 
within I CTZ and the numerous frequencies assigned to units 1'lithin the 
area of operation. A partial soluti.on to this problem was accomplished 
by close supervision of radio operators, radio transmission discipline, 
reduction in radio nets to individual commands, reduction in messa.ge 
traffic, and elimination of repeats of messages \~len initially understood. 

(3) Commuxlications problems were encountered between ground 
elements and the helicopters on various occasions. With the recent in­
troduction of the AN/PRC-25 into t1TestPac and the minimum communications 
problems between ground units over extended distances gives rea.son to 
conclude that the helicopters FH radios are possibly in need of a clO~H~ 
maintainence check. 

(4) The USS PInNCE'fON radios assigned to the SLF were unsatis­
factory for this short operation. Both ft'.f.1 and HI" circuits had continuous 
problems. The ship experienced numerous coupler problems on the two HF 
circuits a.nd the F~'{ circuit was never operational. Back up equipment 
erected on the flight deck was utilized throughout the operation to ensure 
adequate cormnlU1ications. The PRINCETON has been made aware of these 
problems. 

(5) The two liN/PRe-i.?lq ,mel YO',rHo onc!' tnT' nl'mrirled r:'y the tl:inth 
HAn on a temporary basif' l,!f!I'C oyed 1.i:ll'.iq.· )t:(' opnl:ilt.hm t.o;!l'ov:ic:c COhlm ... 
unications for the l:L~;.i~x·n. 01.', . . ".:'.;C ,:,,:,:':,.-':, ...• c·,."':.L·~j:·: ('Ob.:':) j):)J:(:':., :" .• ,;, 

relieved the B1'I' of providing additi.onal equipment a,nd opere,tors. 
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~ART II: Combat After Action Report, Operai;.ion HASTJ;NGS 

1. Operation HASTINGS waS a search and destroy operation in which the Special 
banding Force operated under "the QPCON of. Task Forc~Delta •.. ()perati0!1 HASTINGS 
was being conducted concurreIl{ly i'i1th __ Q~r ati®_ DECr!fQQsE lI~.!!.d' ~~~~rmiI1':- __ _ 
a,tion of DECK HOUSE-II OPCON of the Special 1anding~orce passed to CG Task 
Force Delta. 

a. Messages which resulted in the passage of OPCON to CG TF Delta are as 
follows: 

(1) COMSEVENTHF1T 141742Z- Initiating Directive, directed S1F when 
firmly established ashore to CHOP to CG lIIMAF. 

(2) CTG 79.5 171245Z - Reported landing force firmly established 
ashore and recommended ter~tionC':'ofamphib~ous (~J)eration. 

(3) CTG 76.5 171247Z - Terminated amphibious phase DECK HOUSE II 
and directed SLF CHOP to GG III HAF effective l72300Z. 

O'~. ' _~-o",,-= ~'!?J_ .,.,,; __ ~ 0_- - ~~--~\ "'-'''''' , ~~_ ::'~":""'" 

(5) CG III MAF l71426z - Upon reporting to CG III ~*F for OPGON SLF 
further assigned OPGON to 3rd Marine Divisi~n. 

(6) CG 3rdMarDiv l71535Z - Requested CTG 79.5 repCJ!'t toCG TF Delta. 

(7) OTG 79.5 

(8) CG TF Delta 
172300Z. 

171638Z ~ Reported to OPGON TF Delta effective 172300Z. 

1720102 - eG TF Delta assumed OPCON eTG 79.5 effective 

2~: SLF cOlIlffi3.nd headquarters for ()perationHAS'1'INGS--were located ashore initially 
,'lith the B1T OP vic YD 310728 then subsequently relocated vic YD 075605. 

3. Task Organization. The task organization of the SLF was unChanged from that 
~or Operation DECK HOUSE II. 

4. Intelligence 

a. The objective area comprises a section of the lesser heights of the Annam 
Mountains located in the Cam 10 District of Quang Tri Province. The area consists 
mostly of steep, rugged mountainous terrain covered with dense vegetation. The 
~alley of the Song Cam 10 river forms the southern boundary of the objective area, 
with Highway 9 paralleling the course of the river ipclose proXimity to its . 
southern shore. Vehicular movement (tracked and wheeled) is impossible due to 
the steep terrain and dense vegetation. KeY-terraIn feature is Dong ria mountain 
(549 meters) located at YD 019593. 

b. Preliminary intelligellce r~p0:r't s indic~ted. th~:Lj:.he ..l?.4th JLQi_vAs.=i-9n 
(NVA) CP with subordinate regiment~, the 9Cf!:;~, ~1,2~..hL 803~s!. ?J2eT~ti~ in the Gam 
10 - Dong Ha area. ~~~ .. ~~ 
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5. tussion. The rnis~ion assigned\A{as to_ cQ.nduct search and destroy operations 
within assigned TAOR and search Arc Light st'rike areas In' zone: - '- -

6. Concept of OperatIons. The concept o[~operatiorl.spr'ovlaed fOrhelolifting 
all elements of BLT 3t5 from positions within the AOA to landing zones in the 
TAOR assigned by TF Delta. The BLT was then to conduct search and destroy oper­
ations within the TAOR. Phase lines and zones of action were assigned as pri­
mary tactical control measures. Fire support was provided by artillery of TF 
Delta augmented by the-r05mm

H

HowBtry of BLT 3/5~ and air support by First Marine 
Aircraft vling. I-lMM 363 aircraft' were provid-ed to }flAG 16 as requested on a daily 
basis. Helo support for all cornrnit~edbattalionslncludlng BLT '3/5 were then 
provided for by r.1AG 16. .. -

7. lliucution. See enclosures (1), through (4), operat~ion .oy-erlays, and After 
Action Reports of BLT 3/5 and ill'IM 363 ~ ---

8. Results 

a. Casualties 

u. S. KIA 52 ~m 165 - MIA"" 0 Captured' 0 

VC KIA 155 KIA(Prob) 167 1,ilA 12 WIA(Prob) 45 ... _-_. __ ._--_._- _._ .. 

NVA Captured 7 

b. Naterial <:l.ncl SU12l:!liC3 Destro;y:ed. or Ca:etured. (See enclosure (3) ) 

9. Cornmarn.er l s Anal;y:sis. This analysis is--limited to those matters at the 
Special Landing Force level. BLT and Squadron level reports are discussed in 
their respective reports ,enclosures (3) and(4). . ,-

a. Planriing 

(1) Prior to and dUring Operation DECK HCiti'SE Ii,' close liaison~ joint 
briefings, and coordination were effected i'li;th the CG 3rd Marine ])ivision and 
CG Task Force Delta in anticipation of possible OPCON shift to CGTF Delta and 
subsequent employment in Operation HASTINGS. At the Task Force Delta briefing 
on 17 July 1966 it was indicated that there-was a positive identification of 
the NVA 324th B Division in the OperationHA-S'rnITGS area, and the 'overall import­
ance of the operation was. stressed at this meeting. CG 3rd Marine Division also 
stated a P,ost~ve requi,rement for ~hE;l SLF to;--cJl_articjpat,e in 9peration HASTINGS. 

(2) As a result of this meeting, detailed plans were developed with 
CG TF Delta for the integration of the SLF ~to Operation HASTINGS. These plans 
included tentative selection of landing zones and objectives. This was followed 
by a detailed aerial reconnaissance of the assigned TAOR for confirmation of the 
objectives and landing zones. Plans also i~£luded provisions for fire support, 
logistic support, cOlIllll.unicp.tiol'ls'§'_OO_~t_he.1'J.~cessa.rY_ c.Qord~:t1aj:,i]1iLrneCl.SUr(;ls to en-_ 
sure an_ orderly tr~J:lsition when OPCON shifted to TF Delta • 

.. - -...:-~--~ - --:'."~~"=-=- ."-'-'--' 

(3) An SLF liaison officer was asslgned to TF Delta, and in addition 
daily staff visits were conducted. 
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b. Intelligence. Task Force Delta provided intelligence support directly 
to BLT 3/5 throughout Operation HASTINGS including maps and SPAR reports, 

c. Command. Relationships. The SLF opera:ted under 'OPCON of CG TFDelta until 
released on 300715Z at which time OPCON reverted to J~ATF_ (CTG 76.5). . 

d. Logistics 
-- - -- - - -

(1) Initial liaison with TF- Delta established, proceciures whereby the 
majority of logistic support would ,be provided frornin-country resources of Task 
F~rce Delta. Only limited medical ,;supplies ier~,re~stecl" and pr9Jided to BLT; 
3/5 from SLF assets. - -~~ - ;:0-::: -- ----- --,7 , ------;-,-. - .'------::0---- ".-,---_-~--------;;;----cc·;-~---:-----:- ------- --,------

(2) On the night of 22-23 July aTF_ Delta emergency resupply request for 
6QO rounds (DODAC C-222 ctg) 8lmm HE and 600 rounds JDOOAC C-704 ctg) 4.2" HF. was 
r~ceived. This ammunition was immediately transport~~ by helicopters of the SLF 
directly to BLT 2/1. --

(3) Casualty evacuation of BLT 3/5 personnel was coordinated through 
TF Delta facilities. Casualty reporting for_ SLF.was a.ccSLlIlplished'Qy the SLF CRCe. 
Ar). SLF liaiSon NCO was establishedi3-t Delta Med g.:4.J,2Qn~ llCl.._J.n.. ,order to q,ssi.st in 
eJq)editing reports of casualties to :the SLFCRCC ,a,bo~g thE3 LPH. In addition 
daily visits were mad~ to the TF Delta CRee location~t Phu Bai and the hospital 
ship, USS Repose in order to ensure.~strict a_QcQ!lnt:Ln~~Qf Cl.:U __ caslJalti.es. 

e. Communications 

(1) On being CHOPPED to Task Force Delta, the SLF established communi­
cations contact on Task Force Delta:--"rAC #i {FM}'with an Al.f7PRC-2-rradio~ -"This 
net remained in operation the duration of bperation)IASTINGS. - - -

(2) A liaison net (SSB) was established between Task Force Delta CP 
(SLF Liaison Officer), the SlF, and BLT 3/5. This net proved beneficial for 
passing administrative traffic and relieved some of the burden from the tactical 
nets. 

(3) Outage time of the above nets was minimal and t here was no backlog 
in message traffic. 

f. Air Observation. The SLF air observer was assigned to the -4th Marines 
Air Observation Section at Phu Bai on 19 July. The AO's flew in support of 
Task Force Delta, with Ol-D aircraft and pilots provided by the 220th Army Avi­
ation Company. The air observers were used primari~ijor control of si:,),:i,ke air 
in support of Marine ground units. 
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10. Comments on Enclosures(;) and]4~ •. n~following cOITunents are made 
to ciarify or amplify certain stateriie'ii.fs~opin:i.ons·; and recoinrnEmdations 
contained in the After Action R,epQrt~ 9£ ,B~T~7~a.I1(t HMt.f J~) •.. 

a. Artillery. (Par 7a(2)(d), Encl (3)) The conduct of Fire Net 
should not be utilized for-administrative traffic. This will be emphasized 
in future operations. 

b. ~. (Par 7c, Encl (3» 

(1) Concur with the recommendation~ Every effort will be made to 
improve fire support coord:Lnation, aIr support requests, and the coordination 
between the BLT FSCC and tne SACe .J.,cl.ndlrig70l:'cE:!:r'epresentatives will be 
utilized in the SACC to ensure satis-fa.ctorycoordinaiion~-

c. Communications. 
..- _. 

(1) Par 6d(f)(e)Encl(.u~--·jLCOPY of COl was requested from Task 
Force Delta, but none were available. Call signs and frequencies of units 
participating in Operation HASTINGS were obta:Lned by copying those required 
from the 3d Marine Division COL 

(2) Par 6d(I)(f), Encl(J). Do nQEconcurthat all HI" nets be re­
placed by FM nets. This is not considered feasible due to the large number 
of subscribers presently requiring more FM frequencies than are available. 
Also the AN/PRC-25 does not have as great a range as the AN/PRC-47. 

(3) • Do not concur that the AN/PRC-47 be 
replaced by the AN PRC-25 due to rugged terrain, intense heat, and additional 
complications caused by battery recharging and resupply. Experience with the 
AN/PRC-47 radio indicated that it is-asatlsfactory--radio-for long distance 
communications, and when p~~perly employed will pr~vide satisfactory ~ommun­
ications under adverse conditions. 

(4) Par 7c(I)(c), Encl (3). Do not concur. It is not always poss­
ible to determine in advance if theJ,_acticaJ-~ituation w:i.ll provide ideal 
terrain with units disposed __ such that they will be within the range capability 
of the AN/PRC-25. 

d. BLT COlJmander I s Analysis. (Par 8.9 Encl (3») 

(1) The analysis made by the BLT Conrrnander should provide excellent 
information for future SLFQperatiQnJLagaills.LJilVA._fQl'ces. Significant areas 
included: positive location of friendly frontlines and positions; the 
immediate need for supporting arms; the necessity for positive and quick 
reactions to ambushes; the value of friendly ambushes; and the requirement to 
minimize the number of helicopter resupply missions to preclude pinpointing 
unit positions. 
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From: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force~ Pacific 
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D) 

Subj: Command chrollology for the period 5-31 August 1966; 
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HEADQU ARTEHS 
Special La.nding Force 
US3 Ivm Jims. (LPH-2) 

FPO Sa.n Frnncisco 96601 

E)l~Cf{i£T-NOF()Im 

From: COllllTh9.nding Officer 
To: Commandant of the Harine Corps (Code AO.3D) 

66 t1165 

J/BbH/lpp 
57:;0 
Ser: 0016-66 

Via: (1) Com'nanding General~ 9th Harine Amphi.Molls Brigad.e, FHFPac 
(2) Commanding General, Fleet Harine Force, Pac:Lfic 

i3ubj: Comna.nd Chronology for the period 5-.31 August 1966; submission of 

Hef: (a) I·fCO 5750 .. 2 
(b) BrigO 5750.1A 
(0) CG, FHFPac mag 26l950Z .Tuly 

Enc1: (1) Command Chronology - 3L1" 
(2) Comnand Chronolo[J,y - BL'1' 1/26 
(3) ComnlF.:i.nd Chronology - In1l:.j 363 
(4) [H.F After A.ction Report - Operations DECKHOUSg III, Phase I and II 

1. In accordance with references (a) through (c), the Command Chronologr 
for the Speci.al I..mding Force is sub.Jnitted herewith as enclosuros (1) 
through (4). 

2. The perioo covered begins On 5 August duo to the extended pe:do' 
covered by the previous Command Chronology. 

SECRET-NOl''Of/U 
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SPECIAL LAND ING FORCE 
~ Command Chronology 

1. Organizational Data. 

a. Designation. The Special Landing Force had the Task Designator 
o~ Task Group 79.5. 

b. Composition_ The Special Landing For~e was composed of the 
following: 

5 -)1 August 1966 

SLF - Col R. A. BRENNEMAN 
- Col H. D. WORTMAN 

BLT 1/26 - LtCol A. A. MONTI 

Hl1t-f 363 - LtCol J. MCGOUGH 

c. Locations. The Special Landing Force was embarked aboard the 
Amphibious Ready Group~ consisting of the USS Iwo -Jima (LPH-2), USS 
Vancouver (LPD-2), and the USS TI:omaston (ISD-28). 

d. Average Monthl.y Strength. 

e. 

SLF Staff: USJ.£ Off - 10; USMC Ehl. - 18 

BLT: USMC Off - 67; USJ.£ Enl - 1648; USN Off - 8; USN ]h1 - 91 

HMM: USP-Ie Off - 57; USMC Enl - 175; USN Off - 1; USN En1 - 3 

COmmanding Officer and Staff. 

R. A. BRENNEMAN, Colonel 

H. D. HORTr1AN, Colonel 

T. T' GlEASON, Lt. Colonel l!!. 

J. M. LANDRIGAN, Lt. Colonel 

D. R. BRIMMER, Lt. Colonel 

H. B. CROSBY III, Hajor 

Commarlding Officer (5-30Aug66) 

Cormna.nding Officer- (3lAug66) 

Executive Officer (-SAug66) 

Executive Officer (5Aug66) 

5-3 

Asst S-3 
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R. A. AYEJt5 , Captain CommO 

B. S. NCKENNA, 1st Lieutenant Air Observer/Asst S-3 

D. C. .sCHULTZ, 

C. G. OSGOOD, 

2nd Lieutenant 

2nd Lieutenant 

S-4 

S-2 

2. Chronology of Significant Events During the Period 5-31 August 1966. 
a. The following events relate the activities of the Special Landing Force durine the period reported. Detailed information on BLT 1/26 and HMl1 363 is shown in the appropriate subordinate conrnand chronologies, enclosures (2) and (3), and in the After Action Report for Operation DECKHOUSE III Phase I and II, enclosure (4). Appendix A contains a list of appropriate references. 

b. 5-12 August 1966. 

(1) On 5 August 1966, the ARG/SLF was in Subic Bay, R. p. for training ashore and to prepare for Exercise HILLTOP VI. The SLF modi­fied the concept of HILLTOP Operations to include seizure of deep inland objectives to reflect recent SLF operations in Vietnam, and issued the IIFrag" order for Exercise HIILTOP VI. 

(2) On 6 August the ARG/SLF co~ducted a CASEX/FIREX at Tabones Firing Range, Subic Bay, R. P.. Deatroyers USS Bole and USS OIHare fired eight naval gun fire missions, and aircraft from USS Roosevelt flew five close air support missions, 

(3) On 7 August the ARG/SLF conducted HILLTOP VI rehearsal at Green Beach, Subic Bay, and then departed Subic Bay for San Jose, Mindoro Island, R. P. on B August. 

(4) From 9-12 August'the ARG/SLF conducted Exercise HILLTOP VI near San Jose, Mindoro Island, R. P. 

(5) On 9 August Brigadier General RYAN, CTF 79, and his staff representatives observed BLT 1/26 during Exercise HILLTOP VI, and visited CTG ?9.5 and CTG 76.5 aboard the USS Iwo Jima. Twenty Philippine military personnel bbserved-BLT 1/26 during the morning of D-Day. Brigadier General RYAN, CTG ?9.5 and CTG 76.5 visited the -Mayor of San Jose. 

(6) On 10 August, CTG 79.5 and staff representives from CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 departed San Jose, Hindoro Island, R. P. for Long Binh, RVN to effect liaison with CG, II FFORCEV and CG, 173rd Airborne Brigade for operations in III CTZ, RVN (DECKHOUSE III, Phase I and II). 
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Personal liaison cont:L,ued through 14 August ami includoci CCJor­
dination with CG, 173rd ABN EDE at Gia Ray, and the U. S. Advisors 
of the Tinh Binh Sector at Ham ~an. 

(7) On 12 August the :uW/SP depar>ed San Jose, Mindoro Island, 
R. P. for srmcial operatlo'1" In itV2'-l • 

c. 13-20 Au~st 1966. 

(1) On 14 August the ARG/SLF arrived off Vung Tau, III CTZ, 
RVN. A detachment of three UH-lE: aircra1't from vm-6 embarked aboard 
the USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2) off Chu lai ~ I CTZ, RVN. 

(2) Fram 14-15 August the ABG/SLF prepared for DECKHOUSE III. 
The SLF conducted Pre D-day transfers and embarked ARVN advisors, ITT, 
and Ham Tan Sector liaison personnel aboard the USS Iwo Jima. 

(3) From 16-20 August the ARG/SLF conducted Operation DECK­
HOUSE III in '~icinity of YS S269, MAY TAO Secret Zone, Binh Tuy Province, 
III CTZ, RVN. 

(4) on 17 August Brigadier General SlflTH, CG, 173 ABN BDE, 
visited eTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 aboard the USS Iwo Jima to further coor­
dinate Operatioo TOLEDO and Operatioo DECKHOUSE III. 

(S) On 2Q August the ARC/SIP conducted tactical withdrawal of 
the Landing Force> aIld returned advisors, ITT, and liaison personnel to 
parent organizations. 

(6) On 20 August Lieutenant General HEINTGES, Deputy COMUSMACV 
and Brigadier General RYAN, CTF 79, visited CTG 79.5 and eTG 76.5 
aboard the USS lwo Jima (LPH-2). 

d. 21 August 1966. 

(1) On 21 Au~st CTG 79.5 and eTG 76.5 and staff representatives 
1iaisaned with CG II FFORCEV, and CG, 173rd ABN BDE for Phase II of Oper­
ation DECKHOUSE III. 

(2) From 22-29 August the ARG/SLF conducted Operation DECKHOUSE 
III Phase II in the vi_inity of YS 6258, Phuoc Tuy Province, III CTZ, 
RVN.3 

1 comSMACV msg 091202Z requested the ARfJ/SLF be alerted for a sp.3cial 
operation in conjunction with Operation TOLEDO in III CTZ, RVN. 
~ COMSEVENTHFLT mag 1404242 directed the SLF to conduct Operation 
DECKHOUSE III. 

1 COMSEVENTHFLT msg 210948Z - directed the ARG/SLF to conduct DECKHOUSE 
III, Phase II. 

SECRE.'T-NOFORN 
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(3) On 23 August Major' General SEAMAN, CG, II FFORCEV, 
and Major General KANH, CMC VNMC, visited CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 
aboard the USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2) and BLT 1/26 ashore. 

(4) On 24 August the SLF was chopped to CG, II FFORr~r 
for Operation ,[,OLt,~DO, thus terminating DECKHOUSE III Phase E.l 
Lieutenant General HEINTGES, Deputy COMUSMACV visited the SLF/BLT CPA 

(5) On 26 AugUst General WESTMORELAND, CONUSMACV, paid a 
visit to the SLF /BLT CP I 

(6) On 27 August Colonel liORTHAN, future Commanding Officer 
of the Special Landing Force, departed for orientation and liaison with 
eG, III MAF. 

(7) On 29 August the SLF conducted a tactical withdrawal and 
OPCON of the SLF returned to CTG 76.5. 2 The A...qa./SLF commenced return to 
Subic Bay, R. P. 

(8) On 30 Au~st the detachment of three UH-lE aircraft were 
off loaded from the USS Vancouver (LPD-2) at Chu Lai and returned to VMO-6. 

(9) On 31 August the USS Iwo Jima with elements of the SLF 
embarked, arrived in Subic Bay in preparation for the Philippine Marine 
Helo Exercise ,scheduled on 1 3epternber in Manila Bay. 

(10) On 31 August ColonelWORTMA1''J arrived at Subic Bay from 
DaNang, I CTZ, RVN after completing orientation/liaison visit with 
CG III l1AF. 

(11) On 31 August Colonel H. D. HORTif;AN relieved Colonel R. A. 
BRENNEMAN as Conunanding. Officer of the Special knding Force. 

(12) On 31 August the USS Iwo Jirna (LPil-2) departed Subic Bay 
for Manila, R. P. 

! CTG 76.5 msg 240342Z - terminated Operation DZCKHOUSE III Phase II 
and directed the SLF CHOP to CG, II FFORCEV. 

~ CTG 76.5 msg 281508Z - Assumed OPCON of SLF and reconstituted AOA 
for withdrawal. 
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C:ONnl),1i~N'UAL 
US SE"_~'TH ]'W7.L' 
C'l'G 132.8 Comrnande'r 
LandiDg Force US., em 
'19.5 ~.er Spec.in). 
IanCU.llC J!'OA'"CO c.lld 
(;~L.:r::.'::_"'!.fT~"' e:~·:::..~·~s·.P . .1 .... ,. 
16}, li~ 
(LlIf-5 ) 
ReF-J.n.ia 
01Gor-el:! 

~';.:I;ic~.;:;, 
~'I: .~,:_", ~':.~ .. : ... 

Ref: Nene 

1'ime Zone:. R (minUi:l ;1) 

.~ .... ," . . 
Vi~ ••.•. ,,'. 

. " 

flyoverjrehears;:c1 on 17 YJarch 1963 in the 1!'J!iN~-C~I:':l:l:'-i:,', 

preparation for E.'tn amphibious assault exercise ill the :r'..:;j li-

tIAO ar~a. 

11. Euem;r forces. None. 

c. ~riendly forces. 

(1) Elements of the GRC Air Force will ,provide ,o;j.:.:c .... :;:·;;. ,,:,,:i,' 

CAS on D-2 (R-day). 

2. MISSION. 

b.. Colld1:.ct a turnaway/flyover rehearsal :"n the F!Il;G-C:a.'~'~G <'.,: .. ',' _ .............. -t 

using procedures and techniques planned for the c..ctt::.':'J. o::;;:rc:i..JI:; 

land:i.ng. 

}. EXECUTION. . 

to ensure efficient execution at a later date. 

(1) CoJlduct. a turnaway surface landing in accQrd;,mce 'Ilii'~~;' t.u;:,; 

Annex and Annex I (Ship-to-Shore Movement) to ~Jerc..tion Order 

L-1 
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a. rCerra..i!l. The amphibious objective area is characterized b,Y 
jungle, :')1"r8.rnps, and brush covered plains. Elevation varied from 100 to 
200 meters until the mountainous Hrca of the I·LeW 'fAO l<iountain is reached 
in tho northwest and NUE BE Hountain in the northeast. Sdveral streams 
are interspersed throughout the C).rea and arc usually overflO\~ing 
during the month of AuguGt. Lowl[lxtd areas are flooded and m;J .. ke traffica­
bility poor for ground troops. Veg\3tation consists of one and two Cc:crlOpy 
;jungle lJith thick secondary brutlh !.~nd a.long the coast there is heavy 
brush and ::rt'ICl.mp grass, A dirt road par,').11els the beach tl.pproximately 
1,000 metors Lfllc.nd. The trail notHol'h: in the area. .... {as heavily u<5cd but 
could not be seen from the air. Traff:i.Gi:l.bili.ty th rOl.lghout the AOA 5.s 
f';..:i.r to poor. 

b. pei.\ch [':'lill.£l..l~. ;!1,J.c (ai n:31699) j",; uLra.:i.g.i1t beach ex-
t,.:mdjnrc. jn a nO!'"i:.tn'rest~ ~. :.:,.·.\uJ.;~;>" ,,~.t :,j:c,;ction ;·,.ad :1.:.)),.)) ,aeteru long. 
'l'he be,lcb averages g5 mcterr.~ jn .. Lidi!';. cmd the of.rsho:re c(ld nears.hore 
ap;)roaches are unrestr:i.cted. Compo,,:i L:iC:H of th:) bettch if) ~;oft, sand 
1'ihich is firm in wettod areas. ihi:: beach (;radient c;" t:.ho :fore~;hor':ie 

1 :37. 'The beach is backed by high nessivc; duncE) 2') 1:.0 .'35 fe~,t, (iroppin,: 
almost vertica1ly to an extensive sV.ra~npv ;:,1' j1ltlI'shy area. The swarnp 
a.nd marsh extends inland 500 t.o 600 !:toters t.c 10111 cultiva.ted rice p<:"l.ddies 
which is further backed by dense vegetation that extends .,rell inla.nd, 
Troops could rnove by foot acI'()C.~S the beach to a .foottrail located at the 
left fhnk. This trail lefHls through tho s1-{amp and marsh areas to the 
rice paddies eventually connect,ing l;:ith trle loose surfa.cer1 1"'(",d. .:Ium­
crous foot tracks lea.d .further inl.<!nd. 'I'her:, ,,{ere no track or uheeled 
vehic 10 exits off the beach. 

c. !j-:::?-])-n:.\~.")nt(-?l1-igenco. JYltel1igoilco indicatod. th";.t thJ b-
:i DUB ob;jective area hDd beEm under absolute control of t.rl'" VC for' ;~_t 
lei:;.::::t one year. fro RVlJ or U. S, military operations 11,;;(1 been conc,uct,cd in 
Chis area for the Ixu3t year and a ha.lf. The 5th VC DiviHion Heacir;u:,rters, 
located in the ;{'W '1'AO Secret Zone, has h!O subordinate I·Jain :eorGG 
Regiments, the'nL.th n.nd 275th, each 1-tith three battalions f The bas,o area 
in the i,jAY TAO ~3ecret. Zunc, being a major supply and training inBt,a11a.tion, 
e.lloHs j'hin Force units to operate freely in BBH TIDY, PHUOG TDY, a.l.d 
LCHC} K1ifiJJU F'{'()vinees ~ Infiltr2ticn routes have bOfjn rGPort<~d thE~ 
C!,;.nt from vicinity of coordinates 'IS 81k6st3 to g'?,7699.. These rc;uLes run 
in a northerly direct:i.on, following m.Wl':)rous tri1:Llt!.j LoCh·; j'i.AY·C ;'ncrct 
Zorw. The bo.se !:lr8a (YS H20920) is believed to hay,,;, suf['lc:Lent 
;:stored to fer:::d 10,000 troops for one year. id.1 iXH':)()nS in tho [le(la.l·Jere 
cons:i.derac1 VC ur ¥\TC::'.t 
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5th VC Dj . .v CP 

2?Mh Hegt 

1st Bn 

2nd. En 

31'd En 

2?5th Hegt 

1st Bn 

2nd fln 

3rd Bn 

DECLASSIFIED 

IDCilJlO@. 

IS 780815 
'(5 810790 

IS 700755 

YS 815735 

Unknovi11 

IT 770091 

Unlmol'in 

Unknown 

Unknovm 

6 Aug66 

6Aug66 

6 Aug66 

61\ug66 

\i8APONS 

1:Z-601rdn>IortarB 
S-81mm i40rtarB 

12-LHG 
5-57mm Uil 

3-75mm WI 
3-1;2. '/mra 1'1(; 

Ansorted 6%118.11 a.rr£lS €.c 
automatic 1iJG£;p0l1f:1 

6-fUmm i;;lol'l~':Lr's 
16 ... 60m,1]. l4:ortars 

lO-57nan l:i:l:i: 
12-)2 • 7mm rt[c~ 

18-50 Cal HG· 
8-30 Cal IiG 

Assorted small arms 
& au.tomatic vlCapon;;; 

e. EnemY Contact. No substantial contact \><IaS made .. lith elements 
listed above during the operations. ribere was no positive i.dentification 
of any enemy un:ite. Resistance ashore conslsted of sporadic miper fire. 

5. 1,li.ssion. ,;,~ directed by C(:!:·«";l{;VENTHFLT n:lSg 14042l~Z (Initiating D51'­
eetjvG), the ml.5f.don of the L:mding Force l'laS to conduct search e.rid destroy 
amphibious operations against VCji'JVA forces in the amphibious objecU.lfo 
area in Tinh Dinh 'I'huy Province cind/or other operations a.s agreed "tith GG, 
II FF'OHCb'V in con,junction 1'lith Operat.ion TOLEDO, In eon;junc:Lion wit.h CG y 

II Fl~ORCEV the mi.ssion was further refined to include the est;::bli.shment of 
blocking positions to support t.he 1?3rd Airborne Brigade. 

6. Concept of Operation. The opercition .'!rla.s planned as a seven to ten 
d,q seB.reh and destroy operation. Tho concept pl~mrid.ed for vw.t,erborne and 
heliborne amphibious assault to rapidly seiZe assigned Landing Force Ob­
jectives and establish blocking positions in support of the l?,3rdAir­
borne Brif!,cl:Je. Ex.ecution was to be characterilJ;ed by inherent shock 
ci:lpability, aggressive mobility of manuevel' elements) and utilization o.r 
maxi'llum supporting fires.. Upon conclusion of the oper(;l.tion, the L::mding 
Force ,'las to conduct a tactical withdra"fal. 
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?, E~.ecution. Operation DEGKHOUf3E '1mll~~; 1rra.G executed in accord:.1nco vrith 
CTG 79.5 OpOrd 326-66 supplemented lrrith a Frag Order published for til'3 
Dinh Thuy area. By D plus 1 the Lmding Force had established blocld.ng 
positions in the northern portion of the flOA. (See enclosures (1) and (2) 
After Action Heports of BLT 1/26 and miffvf 363 for details of this execution,) 

~ $. Hesults. See enclosure (1) 

£1 f 

(1) Planning for DECKHOUSE 'Im?K,~ 'facts jn:itiatocl upon l'dceipt of 
CO:,TIJ:FfACV m::'g 0912::):2/" Aug66. During the period 11-15 AUgU:3t CTG ?9, 5/ 
76.5 I::nd ~)taf.r I'D Pl'()~)E:mtatives established liaison w1th CG, II FFOl1.GEV J 

Long Blnh> llVN. Additional liaison visits i'!ere rnF.i.dc La [It~dd(;uti.rterB, 
Dth AEVN Dlv1elon, 173rd Airborne Brigade and U. s.. Adviuol's at, Lhe Hwn 
Tan Sector Headquarters. Aerial reconnaissance of tho A.OA was conducted 
during this period, th is included selection of the landing beach, BLZ i S J 

and La.nding Force Objectives. 

(2) On D-Day minus one HHH 363 and Bl~T 1/26 conducted an aerial 
roconnaissance of the ADA. 

(3) Dudng the planning phase, and until early on D-Day the 
source of CA~) for the operation had not been confirmed. Accordingly, 
plans vIore prepared ,0 accomodate CAS from either in-country or SEVl~NTHFI,'r 
sources. The dehy in confirming source of CAS eVElUtually rot'lulted iri 
delaying Hand L Hour by one hour. 

b, 1.J}Je1l1ESW.£Q.. Prior to DECKHOU5E TlUm;~ arrbngements were tt"".de 
foX' tnspS, c,"eri,d. phot.ography, 1'1'1', Red Haze, ~)PAII., hnd dir"trit~nJ.tion of 
II FFCl{CEV and l73rd ABN 13OE; dd.ly IGUHs. 

(1) As previ.ous intelligence had jndi.cf~tod, the 5th VC Divi~don 
and subordinate units had moved to the west. This waS evident by tho l<'3.c.k 
of Gnemy activity in the AOA. 'The only significant. Gontact occurred on 
D plus 3 Nhcn the Div ReconPlt engaged an estimated 30 VC at ':n3 753725, 
After a short intense fire fight the VC broke contact. 

c. Command Helationships. Operation DECKHOUE3E TfUI.EE "las a unilatoral 
amphibious operation "J'ith cOll1J11and relL'i.tionshipsin aCCOI'dlmCe lfri.th NhP-2:J. 
U~) bnd tJC~) Pub 2, UNJ\AF. 

d. Supporting Arms, 

(1) Due to the deep inland objectives, NGF support was essen.tial 
during the operation. A heavy cruiser provided the A'I'1i' adequate NGF 
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• 
covorage in the AOA and in addition prov:i.ded NGF support to ttH; 173rd 
Airborne Brigade operating north of the !iDA. Additionall.'.' 
one destroyer <:lnd a r,sHRwere assigned as NGF support shipG. 

(;2) The 80urce of Close Air Support for D.CCK!{OLJSf; rl'!!HEi~ ,HiS 

not identified until H minuB 4 on D-Day. At that time the 7th Air 1"orce 
l. .. n;tS ;::i.s~~:l.gn(~d rosponstbility for provid_ing GiLS. ~-the e~fect:i~venc5s of AF, CI\,S 
l':"f; f3ill.': ,;:'IlC Lory from the standpoint of "J .. rcraft provided, control of 
uJ r l:hcn on ntation, and accuracy of firo •..... Communicllt:Lons IlSP()cts 'Here 
108[\ than ~latisfactory. 'I'lw TAll net to home base pro'led t.o be unreliable 
,,11d communic;:J,tions by any oth,)r ci~cu:tt "lith home' buse\'JaB slm~', A f:]UJl1-

m,'H'y of comr:lUnications perforrr.ance on the t.PH TAFt Net indicates thfct 
during 50;:1, of the nf,riocl of the operation t,here Has no comrnun:icatiomJ 
betlr'fe"m 7th AF' and the AHG, 30;~ of the tirnepedod commun:ications betv180n 
7th AF and AUG 'rACe i'mS via relay and :20% of tho time period AHG 'I'ACC 
!,';nd 7th AF were 1.11 di.rect communications on the 'rAIl, Net. An adeqm:;te 
opportunity for early planning/coordination \<rith the Air Force, exchange 
of liaison "f'fif'Pr's, ::,nei the employment of airborne communications 
relt:i.y wauh diminish .de problem. 

e. Logistics. Prior to commencement of Operation DBCKHOU;jL 'I'F-IIlliE: 
(Phase I) liaison 'IfaS establishei'i i'.:i.Lh II };<"FORC:l:!:V to coordinate possible 
SLF' logistical support requj.rernents. Logistic support during Pha.se T 
Has provided solely fromt.he assets of the SLF. .All suppliesvwre dc­
lLrered directly to units ashor.", by helo from ARG shipping.,. Logistic 
;support of the BIll' ashore was adequate and respomdvo. to requl:rG1:lon.tf;] 
",ith minimal expenditure of all c1Hsses of supply. Kvacuation of th(~ 
one KIA from the U>J..I vms accomplished through the 93rd~~v;ieucction 
Hospital located at Long Hinh. 

f. Cpmmunici:;,j:;ions. 

(1) Comrnunications nets ,"leI','! activated at Ii-Ion D-Day with no 
delay and .1ere l1l:').intained throughout DECKHGUSii: '['HIlS"ii; It!LLh a rl1iuil'1wn 
dovmtime. Co:mm:u.nications bet\<'reen the AUG; CG, IT FFOi1CEV; and the l?Jrd 
ABN BDE, via the secure on-line circuit "Jas intermittc:lt d.nd an un­
reliable means of providing a rapid exchange of infol:'l:lJ},tion. 

(2) The radio sets i\N/PftC-~~5 8.~d remote setH AN/GEG-J9A v)(;:re 
invaluable. 'l'bis ec!uiprncnt t1£W employed on spot nets aboard the NGF 
support. ships, in thE SupportinG Arnm Coordination Center, and as back up 
forl,he VHl:"/F'H radio equipment:. employed by the SLF' cboard ship. 

(3) Badio HelDY' ~ra(3 est;:;.bl:id:wd at, II plus 12 on D-Day i 'luif:) 
circuit consisted of an .;\I;T/l'mc-6:~2 asl:lOre and ".0. AN!GRC-lO aboard ship, 
The rndio relay roma:iw':l oper<:l,tj.V(o) throughout the operation and facilitated 
rClpid a.nd relihble corrn!llr11.ccd,ionl'l bet1ITeen the SlJi' Headquarters and the BUl'. 
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'l'he numerous VHF /FM frequencies assigned the ST.,F often caUsed interference 
and sometimes cancelled out the radio rels.y circuit. This requi.red 
frequent changes of assigned frequencies in order to m.aintain the radio 
relay circuit on a non interference basis. 

(4) Communications between the SI"F Headquarters and the BLT 
ashore vms flloj,ntained on Landing Force Tactical Net ifl and 2 and BL'f 
Tactical I'let i)l1. Landing Force Tactical Net !ll (VHF /FH) ';faf;; pro(l''Y'''f!lrYl,Jd 
to utilize shipboard receiver-transmitter 524jVHC or a recohe.c-trans­
mitter-6B/GRC a.nd an JUJ/PRC-25 ashore. The equipment aboard ship 
proved unsatisfactor.r as the RT-524/VHC was not operational and the H'I'-68/ 
GEG could not effectively receive or transmit due to the long opera.ting 
dis[,i::;!lCG bet,Ieon the ship and forces ashore. A back-up radio sot 
:\N/MJ:I.C-109 or AN/PHC-25 viaS reauired to keep this net opera.tionaL The 
Landing Force Tactical Net ,¥2 (HI" jSSB) utilized a UHC-32 aboard ship and 
a Ad/PHC-4.7 ashore, Hinor problems arose with ship board equipment and 
txlck up radio equipment and the AN/MRC-8.3/87 or an AN/PRC-47 Ha.S o!nployed 
until shipboard equipment was operationaL The BLT Tactical ;Jot III 
(inIF'jFH) employed a receiver-transmitter 524/VrtC Hith eUher an AH/HR,C 
109 or AN/PHC-:-25. This net vras monitored by the SLF HCii.dc;lv,.:rt<:crc"" 

(5) One problem persists with every operation, and thE,L it5 
ohLtdning freouoncies from those assigned to the ELI" that are propagative 
(;ud,n.~ Lh' L month. This is further complicated. by the fact that the 
tildp j s CF' pabl.e of employing only a portion of these accepted frequen::;J_cs 
,:uo to thn limitut:i um, imposer' by the transmitter coupler' systom aboard 
the present fL.g ship. In addition, t.he close proximity of t,he HP/AH/Sf)B 
Trr.nsmitters aboard ship creates much interference and may further reduce 
ttG Gffocti veness of usable frequencies. 

(6) Interference by other nets was encountered on a1l VHF/FH 
r'<ssigned frequenciHs for brief periods of time and in some instances 
during the entire operation. This Hill continue to be a problem due to 
the numerous subscribers and limited number of frequendes ,dthin Lhe 
AU/PRC-25 range. 

(7) Had a more demanding requirement existed for HF /SSB nets 
hnd radios ashore t.he BB 451/U pm'Jer supply for the AN/PHC-h7 radio sets 
T;fOuld have been critiaL The twenty BB 451/U pm1er supply provided 
i-,he 31..1" as a srled.A1 a.llowance arri yed less electrol~!te required for 
ree t:~ vi:rLion • 

g. Tactical Air Observation. During Operation DEGKHOUS:~ TllllIL 
(Phase I) tactical air observation was employed extensively in support 
of the ilpecial r.",mding Force <:md its support iug arms. 'rho SIJ<' air 
observer utilized the UH-HE aircraft provided by HAG 36. Because of' 

6 SECR.ET-NOFOHN 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRE'l'-NOFOHN 

the idde ~5epiJ:,ra,tion of units and the doub10 canopied jungleterra:ln, 
the 1'AO _lOt only prov:ided necessary eontrol of supporting arms but abo 
a.ssisted i.n provi.ding ol'ientation and ci:i rection to tactical uniLs durin,::, 
the ground manuevers. 

h. PSl9hological lv8,rfare Operation. 1'he BJU DeLachmbnt assisted 
the 173rd AEN BDE in providing loudspeaker oper~Ltion$ jl1 the anlG. north 
of the SL7l: AOA. One mission was flown on D pIuE': :2 brc ,dc!,:;,Gt~ng m.l.l'­
render appeals to suspnct.od VC units. 

i. Civic Actio:,. 'T'he entire AOA was denignated. a Specifiod ;:it!'lke 
Zone by CONW3HAGV. No villages or populated areas lICTD located in the 
AGA thus precluding chic action progr'a~mH during D.8CKHCmi.fi; 'I'Hlll~E (Pha9.e 1). 

PART' II m~CKHou.sE THREI;~ PHASE II/UPERATION TOll~DO 

Hap Heference: ANS L701 1:50,000 Sheets 641+2, I, II, III, IV 

1. Phase II of Operation DECKHOU3g THllE.b com,rnenced l tO hours after COnl­

pInt :10n of SLF l'{Hhdravial from the phase I AOA ltdth a combined surface­
borne:nd holiborne assault apprOXiIl1i:itply :)0 kilometm's c'out.h oC the 
Phase J beach. Phase II 1-/118 a un:llatera1muphibiolls operat,i(T! 1.1'1 con­
tinued support of CGj 11 FFOHGEV Operation 'I'Cl,\::.:DQ and reault.;,cdfr'om 
her,vy contact by the 1st Australian 'I'ask 11\)1'013 (lGt ATF) with elf:!iuunts of 
the 5th VC Division in the vicinity of Y3 h79672, 

2. The operation cOlrt:':1ec1c..:;d on 22 Im,!!.ust,J94i'" aL OEiOOH ,dth the lbnc!Jn; 
of' surfaceborne assault f01'ce~; Of' Gre{'m Heach (.YS68E3589) .;"net a holo liftt;'d 
aS5ault foree into 1,Z Dov'e (y~) 6L1.56h5) at 0830H, At, 1 :::>nOH C"1 2i;. Augu.Gt 
1966, the ~lLF Has CHOPP,l;U to CG, II F1"OltOEV. At 21+00H on 2$ August 19M 
creON of the Special Lending Force reverted to CA'l'F in oreier to Gxccuto tho 
vrithdrawal of the Spocial Landing Force. Operation mi;CKHOU~)E 'l'HHGE Il1B.be 
II terminated at 291630H upon completion of th(j withdrawal. 

a. Hessages which resulted in the initiation of m~GKHOUSE 'LHHEE 
Phase II and the subsequent passage of oroON' to GGJ II FFOJWE\l for part­
icipation in Operation TOLJIDO are as follows: 

(1) COi1USl{i\.GV 201317Z - Request ARG/SLF continue Ope rat), on DECK­
HOUSE 'I'!UIEE E'1ase II approximately 2OK}i South,{6st of Phase I landing aroa. 

(2) C INC PACFU' 20173SZ - Approved COHUSJ'!LL\CV reqllest making !~RG/ 
SIJ:' avaj.lal)le during perj~od 22-25Aug66 >E 

(3) CG, II FFORCBV 210902Z - i:<'rag Order to Op :?7-66 (Op1:C)J.;f~DO). 
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(4) COH .. Sl~Vl~.TI'Hli·}jI' a091,.i3Z - InJtiaiJing d.irective for DEGKHOUSE 
THREa:; Phase II. 

(6) COHUSNLOV 240023Z - Requested that SLF be CHOPPED OPCON to 
CC, II f'FORCEV effective 241200H. 

(7) G'rG 79.5 240122Z - Heported Landing Force firmly established 
ashore and recommended termination of the amphibious operation. 

(8) GTG 76,5 240342Z - Terminated amphibious portion of DECK­
HOlI3l!: THH:EE Phase II and directed SLF CHOP to CD, II F'FOHCF..'V effective 
241200H. 

(9) eOH..Sl:Wl%ITHFLT 2406,30Z - Confirmed GTG 76.5 termination 
message and provided guidance for reconstitution of the ;;L[<,. 

(10) eTG 76.5 2S150SZ - Assumed OPCON of SU' effective 282400H 
and reconstituted AOA for l.rithdra1tlal. 

3. 'Task Organization. The task organization of the SLF rem"tin('!d lln·~ 
changed from DJ£Ch.'HOUDE THFIEE Phase L 

h. IntelHgencQ. 

a. T'errain. 'fhe area of operations is characterized by a brush and 
swamp covered plain. ['{umerous levees and dikes varying tvlO to three feet 
in height are located throughout the lowla.nd areas. l\fu.ny streams and 
swa.'l1psback the beach area. Host streams have steep banks and low natur"l.l 
levees. 'f,'TO large rivers located in thiB area) the H.AGll SOiJG CAl Bnd 
SONG BA DAP, flow seaward and converge at coordinaLes YS SgS.5?5. LmvLmd. 
areas are mostly flooded June through December and lnHke traffic ability 
poor for ground troops. Vegetation is thick second.ary brusbwith heavy 
s".,amp grass. A dirt road parallels the beach approximately 6 miles j.n­
land, 

h. Beach Sj:,llSl. BrOiyTI Beach (YS 664580) is a slightly concave beach 
LLOO mlJ~ers long all of "which is usable. '1'he right flank (east) terminates 
at a rOCKY point from 1'lhich numorous rocl~s extend out into the surf < Ttw 
left flank (~fest) of the bea.ch terminates at a less d·sfined sandy point~ 
The average vd.dt.h of tJ:H:'! beach iEi 85 meters and is )mposed of soft stcnd 
v,hieh is firm in vrett,';d D.reas. 'r'he beach en'adient is 1 :30 to 1 :h5 from 
1mv Hater i:.o high viat.r;;!' increa:::dng to 1 :10 to 1;20 at high l;[Htm,·., 'l'h;::; 
nearshore approach is parU.cally obstmctcd by [lfLrl:.ly drying Hho,:,tlf' as i:':'lr 
as 15 nautical miles from beach center. Bro"J!1 Beach :2..13 back',')d. by nparse 
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brush covered dunes that extend inland for apprOXill1:"!.tely 600 meters 
followed by dense vegetaUon 1tfhich extends well inland. Troops and 
vehicles (ltlheeled and tracked) are able to exit the beach nt the right 
flank boy till unim.proved dirt road leading inland from a village 1 aca ted 
in the same area. Green Beach (Y$ 6S55a7r is located east of i~he rocky 
point ma.rking the right flank of BroVJn Beach and has the same general 
characteristics as BrOi'm Beach~ The seaW'drd· approaches to Green Beach 
"Jere unrestricte~ however, the beach is backed by massive dunes which 
drop off sharply on the inland side to dense vegetat.ion. .Exits .ave.r 
the dunes are liraHed to foot troops and vehicles had to travel laterally 
along the shore to the exit on the right flank ·of Brol'm Beach~ 

c. Pre-D-Day Intelligence. Intelligence indicates elements of the 
5th VC Division vlere operating in PImoe Tuy Province. On 10 and 11 
August elements of the 274thVC Regiment attacked Fhu t,tr (YS 2574) and 
ldthdrew eashrard to vicinity YS53SS. The 275th VC Regt withdrew east 
and northeast foliot-ring the lath of August attack on the Australian 
'Task [<'orce at IS 4967. It is believed that a good percentage of the 
5th VC Division is comprised of North Vietna.mese Army personnel. The 
NVA 721st Anti-Aircraft Company has been infiltrating from the Cambodian 
border area for the past few months and are integrating Ivith the 5th 
Division units. 

d. 1~:t..0bD.ble .gn..om,y Locations .• 

(1) en 20Aug66 SPAlL reports placed the CP or eIementsof the 
27hth Regt at coord YS 5308aO. 

(2) G'n 21Aug66 SPAR reports placed theCP or r~lEmwnts of the 
~275th Hegt at coord YS 530720. 

(J. Ho SUbstantial contact was made!JjJ:Jl the enemy indic"ltJng the 
enemy's deterruination to evade contact and to exfiltrate the area ot' 
operations. 

5. :J.~.sfg.Qll. The assigned m:Ls::don ,',as to conduct a waterborne and heli­
bornel amphibious assault to conduct search and destroy operations .,dthi.u 
the AOA a.nd estLblish blocking positions on t,ho east bank of the SONG 
HAl river. 

6. Concept of' (iperation. 'J'he concept of' riperations provided for a 
waterborne and heliborne aSsD:ul.t t, :rapi.dly seize l"!1ding force objectives 
and establish blocking positions along the SCNGHAI river from vicinity 
of YS 575MO to IS 615720. Subsequently, to conduct extensive S&-.D 
ope:C':',['J..ons "lithin the AOA. Fire support H'8;S provided by art.illery from 
a. position :i..nie,nd trlat provided all around support of the AOA, 
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Deep f11'e8 in the AOil \clerc provided by tlDw,l gunfire ships assigned to 
eli'l'? Cl.ud air support was furnished by the 7th Air force. Ho10 S1..q;T)Ort 

was provided by mil{ 363 operating from the USS hIO .Jima (UlI-2). 

7. ~~. See enclosure (1) through (3 . 

.8, Heaults. See enclosure (1). 

9, Commanders Anal,1lsi~. 

a. Pla.nnjng. The planning period available for' the execution of 
Phase JJ t'las extremely limited. No major problems ",tere encountered in 
developing the landing plan or re-establishingliaison with II l"FOHGEV" 
eTC 79.5 CpPli:m 3:2.E5-67 provided basic guidance for subsequent Frag 
Orders u.nd PL1' 000 .32g-6S for DECKHCUSE III Phase I l-mB modified by I<'rag 
Order ,is required. An exchange of liaison personnel >'JaS arranged on 
D-minus 1 I,d th II FFOHCEV. 

b. Intelligence. Prior to the operation intelligence of the in­
tended AOA i'JaS up-dated by II FFOnCl1'V and additional maps and aerial 
photot!.raphy ,'lOre obtained ~ 1'1'1' support, Red Haze, and SPAR reports "roro 
requflsted from n FFOi.im.;;V. 

(1) Liaison was established and maintained throughout the oper­
ation wi.th the Dj.strict Chief at Xuyen 1'1oc. The intelligence jnfo::cmHtion 
provided by him was timely and accurate. 

c. ComJnt~~nd Re]J:..t.ionships. Comrnand relationshins dnring Phase II 
\<[ .. )1'(-) j.n ace ordance "rith NI'IP 22 (It) /L1"H-Ol unt il 2it 1200H Aug6/, urH'm the 
SLF' vIas CHOPPEDt,o OPCON of thG CG, II FFOiGCEV, At ~~g21~.o()H i\Ui~66 Ol'CON 
reverted to CATF (eTG 76.5). 

d. Support inp; Arms. 

(1) The supporting arms available to the amphibious task force 
r~lmaitled essentially as it -vras for Phase I, i.e., organic artillery ot' 
the BLT; HGF consisting of one CA, one DD and one ISm:/,; and CAS from 
7th AF. 

(2) Control of artillery and naval gunfire vias passed ashore 
1'lhen the Landing Force W":S firmly established ashore.. During the period 
1flhen SLF was under OPCON CG, II FFORCEV) the SAGG afloat monHored the 
supporti.ng arms nets and acted ').s a relf;y '.'lhen required, 

(3) Control of CAS remained ,~ith OATIi' until the SUi' was CHOPPED 
t,Q II Fl."C'RCEV. As a recult of a lic:ison vinit 1;0 'I'",n ,Son Hnut it Was 
ch~tlJl'Trl:tni:;Jd that communications vdth Lhe DA5C located there "muld be more 
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effective than ,'lith the previously designated Paris Control:ut7cdduring 
Phase I. Communications 'ltmre established''j)e~l:,ween CTc r/6.5 ;]' u.nd Ute 
DASC at Tan Son Nhut and 1;1a8 satisfactory and positive. 

(4) During the periud SLF ltJas under OPCON of CG J II !i'FOdCj':V and 
control of air .. ras under CGNUSHACV, the ATft' TACe functioned as a comm" 
unications relay between SI,F ashore and the WillG at ffan 30nNhut. 

e. L9f:(:l§j;:lgf~. Prj.or to tho commencomeTt oJ.' 0PP1",,·t:j or m;DGKHuU,:;·,'; 
'r I J r h ] ]'/'''' '1' T'(" J' . t 1. l' h' . I ·J·.·.·t· I7'? Ol)(:l'i~( t,!) "'! O""Y'-, J ••.•. lase .. rU.J.:J.)') .. J.a:l!::ion VIaS !;:!S' <,h) .18 ec 'Vi":.Lt'1 1 I". ~V .,,~_ 

dim.te "rld:i L:i ond. lo~~:iEtiG uupport if re(~u:1red. Arl'angenentE~ viere 
ma.r:lc to [Ir-OCU!";; "elected iternf.l cf CliJs.s 1 Dnd If fro", \;u.n,:::, "['htl. ;~;Iub :\Y';H 

Comrnbnci rCBOlJl'CUS. Hosupply to :CPt) via::l accompli .. shed by U;U pro-
vidod by Vung Tau :3ub Area Gomnr~m\,. The UBO of LFUHJI VIas held t.o ,a 

minimum in order to reta.in 1l18ximum contingency posture. All 
vlcre delivered directly to units ashore by helicopters from Ali:r; shipping. 
Evacuation of 3 KIA I S from the LPH was accomplished through tIL' 93rcl 
Evacuation Hospital located at Long; Binh. . . 

f. Communi.cations. See Phase I paragraph 9.f', 

g. Psychological viarfare Ope~rl. 
ations were not employed dur:'lng Phuse J] 
of a sizeable enemy force encountered, 

P:'jycholof'-;ical tfH,rfare oper­
of DJi;rKliOUSE III due t,o :hLCk 

h. Civic Action. Two civic action vIsits \1ere Jlv:1.cio during Oper­
ation DECKHCUSE III Phase II in coordinat:i.on with the Chief of Xuyen 
Hoc District. 

(1) A team composed of SLF Staff and medical/dental personnel 
from the USS DIG JIHA and BLT 1/26' visited Lhe vil1age of Xuyen Hoc 
(YS 656E5) on 23 and 24 August 1966~ Approximately 275 patients vJere 
treated for a variety of diseases and approximately 50 infected teeth 
extracted. Soap, clothing, a.nd other medica.l supplies were distributed. 

(2) In addition to the civic action viGits, one seriously 
vlOunded friendly Civilian (\rJounded by VC)was helo lifted to the LPH eor 
medical treatment .. 

(3) Hedica.l and dental supplies viere furnished from SU' assets. 
All actions were well recHived. 

10. Comments on Enclosures (1) and (2). 'the fo1lmdng cormnents are tnade 
to clarify or amplify certain statements, op.inions, and recommendations 
contained in the After Action Iteport of BrIT 1/26 and HNN 363. 

If 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

.. • 
SI~cnET-NOFOlnJ 

a. Fire Support Coordjnation Ceuter. (Para 7b) end (JJ. Heli­
copters must obtain the current status of art:iller,:r/NGF fire miseions 
prior to enterin.7; the AOA •. TvlO SO!..1rces of infoX'l11-'3.tion are available 
to the pilot. i;o'j,rf3t, and Hloa/:. CIUTent, ie frol.! th3 r-:LT ;\1,0 located in 
the EL'I' FC,CC. ;ccoyut is through ImG aince all sltf)porting arms mission3 
(air, arti12.ery rInd NGF') are passed. to HDG for tldto express purpose, 

b. Helicopter operation. (para 7d) enel (1) and Para 2, enal (2) 
to encl (2). 

(1) Two direct support helicopters are normally assigned to 
the TILT for intra-battalion operations. 'fhe increase of two additional.' 
helicopters during the initial and final two daylight hours is not 
warranted since all available helicopters are engaged in resupply during 
these periods. 

(2) It should be noted that prior to assignment to the SLF, BLT 
1j;26 did not. have an opportunity to conduct the requisite helicopter 
trbining. The experience gained on DECK HOUSE THRFJi~ should elimjnate 
the cUserepaneies mentioned in enclosure (2). 

c. Communicatjons. 

(1) Do not concur \vith the propor:3u:L chi'll 1\", nT.'\' be ;;I))~mentccl 
1.'lith additional radio personnel to iilaintn in tIl ship-to-shore tac-log. 
There are adequate personnel ,·lit'dn the E'LT to 1.'ulLL11 U')]s rOOUJro"",,,Uv, 

(2) Both IF Tae in and Tae i/~~ must be activated at. an tirC9:Oi j.n 

order to util1ze tho advantagos inherent in both AI and 1"J tr;;,!s"L1.cs1ons. 
The ruaxlu81rerlrlg of th(~ !,l-lf du.r'~t~l.lt r'l~; "1 ("· ... "i\P~·'·t·. A (", .. , ::1 ("l.lt~··, !.~ .··~(,!5 di;:3·~~.:".":·,,::lCe~3, '~.'.', 

antenna attitudp, and ship range making it impossible to rely on one means 
of :Ilodulation and viattat:;d OU'tp.lt. 

(3) During past operations there has been 110 reouirernent to 
employ the radio relay set AN/,mc-;ti'. If the radio rela:{ hN/TRC-27 
to be employed in the future, one rr,an can satisfact.or:i.ly operate and 
maintain the j\J:J/GltC-10 aboard sh5.;), 

(4) 'l'vlO radio sets Irf 524' s are available for use by tile ~;pecial 
Landing Force. One RT 5;1.4 was employed on the Battali.on Tactj .. caltkt i).nd 
one lIT 52~, was no!:' operatioilaL It is planned to use one of Lhe t'VfO 

radio sets ItT 5:;I.1,!" on the LF 'rae /11 \'lhen both. are operational. 

(:i) The r~;.(15o :i.'elay sut AN/14R.G-62 is required ashore on each 
oPOt'CUO'l af) the rnv: j r'c,pid and reHable neans of cor~rrnunlcat:i.on ,(,/ho1'1 
t.he situation arises where i.t is not !',~a,sjble for the FL.T to lay lines 
to the radio relay van tho artiller.y -::c .. Lter,f normal},,! can accolnp1.i[}h 
this. 

(6) Due to Limited numbers of frequencies available it "fn.i:i n.ct 
possibl,' to asrngn each unit a frequency tha.t vlOuld net tdth the ,~i ',' 
craf' radio' U:i'il';nt. ~ 
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fIRST ENDORSEMENT on SLF Itr 3/BSM/lpp oyer 5750 Ser: 0019-
66 dtd 1 Oct 1966 

Fro.: 
To: 
Via: 

Subj: 

CommaDiing General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMF 
COJDJBaDdant of the Jlarine Corps (Code AO)D) 
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 

CODUllllnd Chronology; 81baission of 
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From: Commanding Officer 

DECLASSIFIED 

HEADQUARTERS 
Special Landing Force 
USS lwo Jima (LPP-~) 

FPC San Francisco 96601. 

To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO,3D) 

,3/BSM/1.pp 
5750 
Ser! 001.9-66 
1. Oct 1.966 

Via: (1) Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMF 
(2) Commanding General, F1.eet Marine Porce. Pacific 

Subj: Command Chronology- for the period 1-)0 September 1966; submission of 

Ref: (a) 1£0 5750.2 
(b) BrigO 5750.1.A 
(c) CG, FMFPac msg 261950 July 

Enc1.: (1) Command Chrono1.ogy - SLF 
"(2) v Command Chrono1.og,y - BLT 1./26, ,-"'- ~</" 

.: ~.j ) (3)y Command Chrono1.ogy - HMM ,363 1- ~;' : '7 
;,.1.'- ,_ (4) .,. Command Chrono1.og,y - HMM 362 ,-2? ;" 0 :'cr 

(5) SLF After Action Report - Operations DECKHOUSE IV and PRAIRIE 

1. In accordance with references (a) through (c). the Command Chrono1.ogy 
for the Special Landing Force is submitted herewith as enclosure (1) through 
(5). 

/~-.~~'tf'.P1. __ 
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1. Organization Data. 

DECLASSIFIED 

SPECIAL LANDING FORCE 
Command Chrono10gy 

a. Desiption. The Special. Landing Force had the Task Designator 
of Task Group-79.5. 

b. Composition. The Special landing Force was composed of the 
following; 

1-» September 1966 SLF - Col H. D. WORTMAN 
, ~ 

1-26 September 1966 - BLT 1/26 - LtCo1 A. A. M.I 

1-28 September 1966 - HMM 363 - Col J. K}GOUGH 

28-30 September 1966 - HMM 362 - Maj M. B. ARMSTRONG 

c. Iecations. The Special landing Force was embarked aboard. the 
Amphibious Reacb' Group, consisting of the usa Ivo J1ma (LPH-2), USS 
Vancouver (LPD-2), and the USS Thomaston (lSD-2S). 

d. Average Monthly Strength. 

SLF Starr: USMC Ofr - 10; USMC Ehl - 22 

BLT: USMC Off - 65; USMC Enl - 1543; USN Off - S; USN Enl - 90 

HMM: tBMC Off - 55; USMC Eh1 - 170; USN Oft - 1, USN Enl - 3 

e. Commanding Offic er and staft. 

H. D. lIIOIr.l'IW.,:' ~olonel - Commanding Officer 
~. , 

J. M. LANDRIGAN, Lt. Colonel - Executive Officer 

D. R. BRIMMER, Lt. C010nel - S-3 

H. B. CROSBY III, Major - Asat S-3 

R. A. AYERS, Captain - ComnO 

B. S. MCK:IlNNA, 1st Lieutenant. - Air Observer/ Aset S-3 

D. C. SCHULTZ, 2nd Lieutenant - S-4 

C. G. OSGOOD. 2nd L1e':ltenant - S-2 

DECLASSIFIED 
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f'. IN> to the SLF Staff for Special Operation 

11-30 Septemter 1966 - A. H. KELLER, Hajor - OJT frcm HB, Subic 
Bay, ". P. 

7-30 September 1966 - R. E. BUHD, Captain (Royal Australian 
Annoured Corps) - INVITATIONAL DUTY from 9th :i1AB, Okinavra. 

2. ~hronologv of SignificanS. Erents During the Period 1~2~ September 1966. 

a. The following events depict the acti\l'ities of the Special landing 
Force. Detailed infonnation on BLT 1/2,.6, HHlvi 363 and Hl4!l-f )62 is shown in 
the appropriate subordinate co~~d chronologies, enclosures (2) thrrn~gh 
(4), and in the Atter Action Report for Operations DECKHOUSE IV and 
PRAIRIE, enclosure (4). 

b. 1-14 September 1966. 

(1) On 1 September 1966, the USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2), with eM 79.5, 
HHt-I 363 and elements of BLT 1/26 embarked, vlas in Manila Ba,y, R. P. hosting 
the Philippine Marine Helicopter Exercise for the period 1-2 September. 
HMM 363 supported the Philippine Marine Exercise. The USS Thomaston,· with 
elements of BLT 1/26 embarked arrived in Subic Bay, R. P. on 1 September 
from III CTZ, RVN. 

(2) On 2 September the USS Vancouver 'With elements of BLT 1/26 
embarked arrived in Subic B~, R. P. from Chu Lai, I CTZ, RVN. 

(J) On 3 September the USS IV/a J:1JJla returned to Subic Bay from 
HanUa Bay, R. P. 

(4) From 5-1.2 September, the ARG/SLF' remained in Subic Bay, R. P. 
for mair.tenance and training ashore. eTC 79.5 8rLd staff representatives 
liaisoned with CG III tUF, CG 3rd j'iari.."le Division and CO, 4th Marines 
prior to conducting Operation DECRHOUSE IV in conjunction with Operation 
PRAIBlE. The SLF Sta.tt continued preparation and pla.nning for a P..IVBRINE 
Exercise (1Il>1UDPUPPY I") to be conducted in October on Mindoro Island R. P. 

(5) On? September, flU representatives from BLT 3/26 arrived 
aboal"Ci the USS lwo JllI'.a .for :Liaison in preparation for· BLT 3/26 joining the 
SLF in October. Capt. BOHD, Royal Australian Annoured Corps, reported to 
the SLF from 9th HAD for Invitational Duty. 

(6) On S September Admir,q,1 HYLAND, CONSEVENTHFLT, visited CTG 
7905 and CTG 76.5 a.board the USS Iwo Jima. 

" . 

(7) On 10 September Colonel iIOESNI':..:lli, 0..3 FJ..IFPAC, came aboard 
the USS iwo Jima. to observe the SLF and Operation DECKHOUSE IV. 

2 
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(8) On 12 September, the JJG/SU' departed Subic Bay enroute w 
I CTZ, RV]. 

(9) On 14 September, the P.B.G/SlF arrived off Danang, I CTZ, 
dVJ for final preparations for Operation DiD:KHOUSE IV. A NGF Spot Team 
from 3/12, one Arm;r SIJCO and 12 ARVl'l 1iaison/ adviso r personnel were 
brought aboard the AOO from GIG LINH District Heac1quar1~ers, Quang Tn 
Province, I CTZ, RVlf. 

c. 15-25 September 1966, 

(1) From 15-18 September the ARG/SLF conducted Operation DECK 
HOUSE IV in the vicinity YO 3073, Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Province, 
J CTZ;, RV:~. (See enclosure (5». 

(2) On 15 September Admiral h"YLAND, COj!B~ViNTHFLT, and Hajor 
General KYLE, CG 3d i'Iarine Division conferred with CTG 79.5, C'lG 76.5 
aboard the USS lwo Jima, and with the CO of BLT 1/26 ashore. 

(3) On 16 September i!ajor General iWBi!;RTSHA\'I, CG 1st lIarine 
-., tdrcraft l-ling, visited CTG 79.5 and the CO of HNN 363 aboard the USS 

Iwo Jima. 

(4) On 17 ~eptember Lieutenant General HALT, CG III I-1AF, and 
Brigadier General RYAiJ, elF 79, visited C'l'G 79.5 and CTG 76.5 aboard the 
USS lwo Jima. 

(5) On 18 September the SIP CHOPPZl) to CG 3rd 14arine Division 
for inclusion in Operation PRAIRIE, Quang Tri Province, I CTZ, RVN. 

-- (See enclosure (5) for details of command relationships and pertinent 
messc,\cs) • 

(6) From 16-25 September the SLF particiJ:ated in Operation 
i" __ ",I,i:J:i;. (See enclosure (5), Part II for details). 

(7) On 25 September the SIF was returned to the OPCO!~ of C'I'G 
76.5 and conducted a tactical withdrawa~. The AHf:z/SJ3 departed Quang 
Tri Pre-vince for DanaYJ.g, I CT'Z, RVN. 

d. 26-30 September 1966. 

(1) FrOJll 26-27 Septem.ber BLT 1/26 was off loaded from the ARG 
at Danang. At 2400H on the 26th, the SLF CHOPPED BLT ~/26 to CG, III l'W'. 
Offload of the BL'1' was completed on 27 September and the USS Iwo Jima, 
with the SLF embarked, departed for Chu La1, 1 CTZ, RVl'J. The remainder 
of the rulG departed for Okinawa. 
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(2) On 26 September CTG 79.5 and staff representatives de­
parted Danang for Okinawa for planning and liaison with COMPHIBRON 
One, prior to their embarkation aboard the ARG. 

(3) On 2$ Sep+':·.mbe r JlMM 1363 ~as off loaded at Chu Lai and 
I.'t 1200H CHOPPED to ce, III MAF~--HMM 362 was loaded a board the USS 
lwo Jima and CHOPPED to CTG 79.5. The executive officer and 5-4 of 
the SLF departed Chu Lei for Okina~ to assist BLT 3/26 in its pre­
parations for embarking aboard the Amphibious Ready Group. The USS 
lwo Jima, with the SIP staff and HMM 362 embarked, departed Chu Lai t 
~or Okinawa. 

(4) On 29 and 30 September the ARG/SIP was enroute to 
Okinawa for the embarkition of BLT 3/26 and reconstitution of the 
SLF. 
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From: COJlmanding Officer 
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lEADeJ]ARTERS 
Special Landing Force 

USS Valley Force (LIII-8) 
FPO San Francis co 96601 

To: COJIJma.rrling General, Fleet Marine Force, SEVENTH FJ.eet 

)/BSMjJ.pp 
Ser: 0018-66 
30 Sep' 1966 ' 

" ... "~. 

Subj: Combat After Action Reports. Operations DECKHOUSE IV and ,PRAIRIE 

Enel: J1) ~ Units Daily Movement Overlay Operat1ons DECKHOUSE IV and PRAIRIE 
~ ~(2) .. BL'1' 1/26 Arter Action Report, DECKHOUSE IV and PRAIRIE 

.?J: < Ltf J3)" HMK ;6; Atter Action Report, DECKHOUSE IV am PRAIRIE 
\4) ., Results at OperatiOns DECKHOUSE IV aDi PRAIRIE 

1. The subject report is subndtted herewith. The Sl.F basic report is 
covered in two parts, Part 1 - Atter Action Report Operation DECKHOUSE IV, 
Part II - Ali'tel" Aation Report, Operation PRAIRIE. 

2. Enclosures (1) through (4) amplify this report • 

PART I C())1BAT Arm ACTIO} REPORT DECKHOlJSE IV 

Map Reference: AM5 7014, 1lSO,OOO Sheet 6442 IV. AMS 18020, 1:25,000, 
Sheet 6442 IV. 

1. ~ration DECK HOUSE IV was a unilateral amphibious operation combining 
surfaceborne ani heliborne assault forces and comucted in accordance wi. th 
NWP-22(A). 

2. This operation was colJiucted in the area of (}IO LINH, Quang Tri Prov­
ince, I CTZ, BVN (Vic YD '073). The oper~tion commenced on 15 September 
1966 at 0700H with the landing of the surface assault forces on Blue Beach 
(YD 3(3747) and helo littedasaault forces in LZ Sparrow (lD 195695) 
appro.x1matel¥ seven miles inlam. The operation terrni.nated at 1812000 
when the SLF CHOPPED to CG DI MAP tor emplo~ent in Oparation PRAIRIE urder 
OPCON 3rd 11arine Division. 

3. Task Organization. 

Special. Landing Force (Land1ng Force) 

HMM 363 

BLT 1/26 

DECLASSIFIED 

Col H. D. WORTMAN 

Col J. D. MCGOUGH 

LtCol A:\).. MONTI 
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4. Intelligence ... 
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a. mraint The obj8ctive area includes part of tLe Central Vietnam 

1011ilands. Originating in the foot hills of the Annanl Kou.<"ltains,. terminates 
at t.m coastline in a ,,,ide belt of massive cl.unes a.ncl.-~10w sa.ndy GhOJ:e5 con­
tlrvlCu3 except Where interrupted by the mouths of rivers and lagoons s A 
narrow transitional zone of roundedJdll parallels t,.~ OQastlim\ 15 to 20 
n·' les inland and separates tneLQ,ira.nds from the Aml~ J.1ounta.in:!i.1..J'.:r~",Uj",:: .... , ....... 
cabi J.'1ty is fair to poor throughout the area. During heavy rains~oss~ .. 
oountry novement is extrer.lely difficult on the CoastaJ~ Plain. The land is 
devoted to wetland rice ~ddies throughout the plain:a.:'l.d ~ beginnir,g -about 
8 miles inJ.and are SCd.tterc::i itn.nds- of woodland and b.rush. Highi'lay 1 runs 
nr.,rt.h-sGuth ab out 10 miles hLLand t I~gh1j?j--9_ ~o.'ilIi!e-ncesiiJ; __ 1Jor£;~ JI~ JIb ~_Z3:'1t:~rJ~) 
and runs i'l6St. The Song Hieu GIang and Song 'l'hacli'HamRivers, which 
originate in the ArmamJlounta..i1}S, a;r:'~<; themajortdbu,taries which meeLar4.~_~ __ ~ 
:form the Gau Viet River -at -Y1) -'J.b7l/25:Tl1eCau Vi8t Hiyer from this point runs 
tv the sea .. LGW s can 'navigate the 'Cau' Vfe£,to:~ih~re'1:"t--Joins' the-Tflch Hau ~. 
and from there to QUarlg Tri, only LCI:'s ~ ca:l,'l~~~~a~lr ~I~~~.E~Ec:\~~s ~ 
the be3.ch approximateIYh.2 riiiles iriland.H:fif~wals-l a.r'-:d_9crg~s l1uro.e!ous_ 
t.ri~ of various strJ,l"Qtur_ee tli~Q.Ugl;J..Qut the -area. Tl::e~ctune belt .. thich 
ext.end5 inland 4.2 Iniles consists mostly of sandy ridges up to 20 feet in 
t':;ight with patches or dryland _crops. Avcnues~i' apprOaCh are 'unrestricted __ 
on Lhe coastal plain. ,c _-. ..." _..:-=,::.-.-~"",-- -~~""~'~.'-~"'- ~ ~, n 

b. Beach .study. Blue Beach (YD 299749) is a st:aight beach e..'dending 
in a northwest-soutteast direction,and is 1.5 mi~es lol'..g. T1::~ beach 
averages one hundred ;eet~ ~ 1iidthL~0111po~itlQui~'poft __ J;)a.~ f:t~\'liH.ln 
"i'€t G Beach gradient of thef'oreshor<f i61 :12: i';aal-Ghore apPl;'Oq.ch to the ~ 
beach is partially restricted by sUbmerged sandbar-located 225 ~1:t:rds off­
srlOre and p<1ralleling.1)cach .. CJ:earanc-e over sa.ridbai'~center is_b tc -IO~_u--- -
i\:;et at loVl 'tide. Nearshore gradient is 1:.30. . 

c~ Enemy S;ituation. 

(1) GeneraJ..!,. The eX:lctcurrent location ami,disposition 0:[ t~_ 
NVA forces in and. ar'olind'tue lJlZ-cannoT:~b~rmr:"1~t thistIrr.----:e:-JtWe'jur; 
t t!ere .J.reindications of elements- o.Cfhese forces currenfly operat.ir;.g as 
.1.':,.,;(' south as route '9. Since the 'l'dthdrai-ro.l of the 32413 Div at the end of 
(Jp:ration HASTINGS, recor ... "1ai;:;sance a!rla.lr-c~rei~s-ha.ve 'reported exierls:Lve -
~';-lPpll acti vi:Ly j,n the DhZ area, including dispersed ~upply p<?ints, road 
':,raffic arrl nove111l3nt oflta.t-erJ:aTby sea-;-There has boon over 130.seconiary 
c.";:p.iosions reported resulting from air strikes in or~n6rth of the nli2. 

:i" I)!'fle;r of, p.£3-ttle. There ha.s been no recent significant acti,-v-1'ties 
. .iJi tne ACA, although this area is suspected to .oe a. _hl,~hly 1,1.5eO ini:ilt.ra­
-::.i'_Jrl area and probably many caches my be lincover6d. i!o:;.t, recent ",00 
a.ccepted OOB for the Quang Tri area include but is not J·irnHecl~Qj.h~_ 
i~ollowing: - --- -- - -- - ~-=-~-=-==----~-- ------------"------"---~-" --"----

324 B Div. 

90th Regt 
~ ~. _, ,---:-~;-o~ 

DHZ Vic :w 03CY720 

Vic YD 050650 

DECLASSIFIED 

---T 

, 
! 

• 
L 

-t 
I , 
I 
I 
f 



Siii££ QG& Ur 
80.3rd Regt 

80Sth Bn 
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• -- --------- - ----:.~-- ----

Vic YD 990600 

Vic YD .370570 

The 34lst NVA Div is dispersed into rural and forrested areas in or 
north of the DMZ. This unit is the southerrunost NVA Div in North Vietnam. 
The most recer±, area of operation for the .34lst Div is an area in the 
vicinity of Vinh Linh north of the D~~. 

e. Enemy Contact. Substantial contact was made with elements of 
the 324th B Div. On D-Da;fDiv Recon encountered an estinlated company 
size unit vicinity coordinates YD 173635. Enemy was dressed in black 
and khaki uniforms.. Contact was broken after four hours, when supporting 
fire forced the enemy to withdraw. Late afternoon on D plus 1, Company B 
enroute to Objective 5 eYD 152718), received small arms fire from an esti­
mated 30-40 enemy coordinates YO 15.3716. Enemy broke contact after 50 
minutes due to supporting fires. At approximately the same time, Company 
D received small arms fire from estimated I2-20 enemy coordinates YD 153732. 
Artillery called and contact was broken. Company D and helicopters then 
received fire from village coordinates YD r5.37.35. S/A fire caused one 
helicopter to land in the company area •.. Air strike called am. fire ceased. 
Company A, during early morning on~bplus~c2~~wasaU~acKea~ by an estimated 
company ,size unit vicinity coordim tes YD 180645. The enemy, wearing helmets 
and Gl'nss cauouflage uniforms, retreated unaer supporting arms fire. Probes 
of fr1endly positions, harrassing small arms and mortar fire was experienC'ed 
throughout 1Jl'JCliHOUJLJV. ~~ __ ~~-~_--_ ---- ~--- ----- -~-~ 

5. ¥.d.ssion. As directed by C(;I·i3JIJT1,;]iTHFL'l' message 140626z (Initiating 
Directi ve) the mission of the Landing Force-was to conduct a search and 
destroy amphibious operation against VC/NVA forces in AOA in Quang Tri 
Province and/or ope rat, ions as agre~si, upon .with CG:.l. );IIMA,f in. c9Diunct:j.on 
with Operat10n PRAIRIE. 

6. Concept of Operation. Operation DLCKHOUSE IV was a unilateral 
amphibious operation~ond1..iQ.ted~ by_~the_ARG!SLE. The operation wa.s p.Lanned 
as a seven to ten day search and destroy operation. The concept provided 
for the SLF to conduct waterborne amheliborne assault landings to 
conduct search and ~str9Y operations; to seize Landing Force Objectives; 
to establish blocking positions south of the DMZ and to conduct a tactical 
withdrawal. The concept:. was characterized by mobility, maximum utilization 
of supporting fires, surprise and shock action. Fire support was provided 
by the organic artillery of the BLT; NGF consisting of one DD, one 8 inch 
cruiser, one 6 inch cruiser, and one LSMR; and CAS from the 1st MAW. The 
SLF was to be prepared to CHOP to CG, III MAP or his designated subordinate "~I 
commander for employment in Operation PRAIRIE • 
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s. Results. See enclosure .(5).· 

, ..;, 

9. Commander' 5 Analysis. Thisanalys:ts~isTim:r'rea to tl1-0se-ma1.ters at-­
the Special Landing Force level. BL~ and squadron level matters are 
discussed in their repective reports, enc19sure (3) and (4). 

, '.. .... 

a. Planning • 

(1) rhe planning phase for Operation DECKHOUSE IV continued 
over an unusually long period due- to the programmed build-up envisioned by 
3rd HarDiv in the (~uang Tri area~ The additional time available to the 
SLF permitted the liaison group to provide daily SitReps to the CATF and 
ultimately to publis h a warning order to the BLTand HMM which assisted 
materially in preparation of their operation orders for DECKHOUSE IV. 

(2) Planning was initiated on receipt of'eG III MAF message 
022354Z 3ep66 1,Jhich requested the use of the ARG/SLF for the period 15-
26 Septembol'. GTG- 79.5 accompanied by staff representatives and TG 76.5 
repr-esentatives departed for Danang on 5 September and effected liaison 
with CG, III MAF, CG, 3rd Marine Division, CG, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, 
CO, 4th l-farine Regiment and the Gio Linh Distri ct Advisors during the 
period 5-10 September. 

(3) During the initial liaison too following planning steps were 
accomplished: 

Aerial reconnaissance of the tentative AOA. 

Procurement of maps, area analysis and enemy order of 

, Communication frequencies assigned and coordinated. 

Arrangements'made for disposition of captured VC/NVA 
- - ---- - --

(e) COL'ldin .. :.t ion on casualty evacuation. 

(f) Details of air support provided by 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing. 

(g) Establishment of command relationships as provided for 
by Nt'JP 22 (A). 

(h) Provisions for emergency reaction force between the SLF 
and the 4th Mar'ine s. 

4 €ESPE'B WQU& 
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(i) Provisions for logistic support by 3rd MarDiv ~ if required. 

(4) Plans were made far establishing liaison with the following 
connnands: . 

a Jrd }1;:1.r'i ne nivi'sioIJ.. 
, ... y~,:,~",-:,: '.. . 

b 4th barinos ~ 

£ Did tri ct Headquarter s, Gio Linh. 

b. Intelligence. Prior to D~CKHOUSE IV, arrangements were made for 
maps, area studies, aerial photography, SPAR and RED HAZE reports and ARVN 
liaison personnel for use as interpreters. 

(1) Intelligence material provided by III YlAF was accurate and 
included area studies, SPAR reports, aerial-photography and ORDER ~t ~ATTLE. 
Enemy activity and RED HAZE overlays were provided by ClCV. 

(2) As previous intelligence had indicated, units of the 324th B 
Div were operatjng south of the Dl.J:Z. The enemy units in contact, being of 
company size, appeared to be in a training status and/or to control the 
local population. 

c. Command Relationships. Operation DECKHOUSE IV was a unilateral 
amphibious operation with command relatiollships in accordanc(. wit h NIVP-
22 (A). 

do Supporting Arms. 

(1) Due to the deep inland objectives and strong enem=~tions 
consisting of trenche.~ ani. po ncretY..J:rq)*¥I',~NQF~.~lllJ9rt ,.'(18.9 5).n e,ssent~a.l 
supporting arm during the operation. The USS Saint Paul (CA 73) and the 
USS Oklahoma City (CLG 5) provided the Landing Force with exceptionally 
accurate and timely fires. Additionally, one destroyer and one LSMR were 
'assigned as NGF support Ships. 

(2) Close Air Support was provided -by 1st MAvl. Strike air was 
~~eduled on condition four, and no problems were encountered. CAS was 

timely and accurate. 

(3) Fir~ Support Coordination for DECKHOUSE IV was often ineffi­
cient and inadquate. The BLT ALO frequently failed to notify support 
helicopters of friendly artillery and naval gunfire in the area and when 
requested there was often.~delay in providing this information. The BLT 
did not man the TAG net on a continuous basIs which re$ulted in delays in 
accepting control of CAS by TAC(A) when tim~was a critical factor. On one 
occassion both artillery and naval gunfire was. continued, even though CAS, 
which had been requested for the same target, reportedpn station with a 

. -, 
5 

DECLASSIFIED 

~!iJGiW± EnG omr 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 4BSEFT~IliF • 

limited station time. Throug'hout the o:r:e ration the i05mm' howitzer battery 
was employed in the attack, of targets which were well within the range of 
the 107~ trOwtar battery reisultingin an inequitabieexpenditure of anununi­
tion. 

e. Logistics. During the planning phase of DECKHOUSE IV arrangements 
were made with 3rd ~IDrine Division for logistical support, if required. 
Logistics support for Operation~pECKH:OU~]LlY __ w.;J..LQ.:roY:ideci_$():L§J.y f.'rOJIl_ the 
assets of SLF. All supplies were delivered directly to units ashore by 
helo from ARG shipping. Logistic support to the .,BLT ashore was ad e qua te 
and responsiyeto requirements. ' 

f. Communicati ons. 

(1) C ommuni'cat ions , nets were activated at H-l on D-Day with no 
delay. After the BLT arri vEid ashar e it encoun~ered problems with the 
AI{/PRC-47 and was not able to maintain this radio set on Landing Force 
Tacti cal Net #2. Throughout D~Day atmospheric interference was encountered 
on all VHF/FM and HF/SSB frequencies. Advance propigation'information 
predicted stroTIg' atmospheric interference during j:;re month of September. ' 
Atmospheric interference 'decreased significantly after D-Day excert for 
certain periods during the day, especially in the early morning hours. 

'(2) Communications between the ARG, CG, IIi' i1AF; CG, 3rd MarDiv 
and 4th Marines, v'ia the secure on-line circuit was intermittent to non­
exist ant and an unreliable means of prO~k a rapid exchange of info­
ma tiona This was the second operati on in whilh the LPH could not maintain 
communications via a secure on-line circuit with the units ashore even 
tlloUgh t~ units ashore were able to maintain. ,reliable communication among 
themselves. -

, 
(3) Radio relay was established early on D_plus one. This circuit 

consisted of a radio relay set AN/MRC-62 ashore and a radio relay set AJI/ 
GRC-10 aboard the LPH. The relay remainea.opera.tive throughout the operation 
and facilitated rapid and reliable communications between the SLF Headquarters 
ani the BLT. Closer coordination of VHF /FM frequencies prior to the opera- ' 
tion eliminated the interference on the radio relay circuit that had been 
encountered on previous operations. 

(4) It was planned to maintain communications petween the SLF 
Headquarters and the BLT ashore over Landing Force Tactical Net #1 and 2 
and BLT Tactical Net #1. 

. ,. (a) Landirlg Force Tactical Net #1 (VHF/FM),littilized a ship-
board receiver~transmitter 524!VRC and a radio set AN/PRa~5 ashore. 

, , ' . , . I 

(b) ,Landing Force Tactical Net #2 (HF/SSB) planned for a 
. radio set VRC-32 abc:ard ship and a radio set AN/PRC-47 ashore. However, 

due to equipm::mt problems Q.shor~an(Llll§JP.mu:rIl. eIIlI21oymerrt_ of remaining AN/ 
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PRC-4.7s' on more critical nets, this net was placed in a stand-ty euer-
gancy stat us. _ __ _ __________ _ 

(c) BLT Ta~ctical rIeti'li (VI-IF/FE) empioyed L:. radio' set AN/ 
PRC-25 ren~ote aboard the -r,PHana" raaiose~AN!PllC";'2)- aShore-~----'l'hisnet---
'\tras liloni-tored by the SLF Headquarters. ," 

;. -, ~..i..- • _~~ 

(5) The KY-8 1 s ~Jere employed on I'ill,nding Force Tactical l:ct IiI 
during this operation. Comrnunicatio::1s 1fe:r:e established with the U.::l.J rvro 
Jima, USS Van c O'uver , and, US] 'lhomaston. CommunicatiO'ns via this cO'vered 
voice circuit could not he p,stabli::>hoQ 1dith the unit ashore as the radio 
set AlJ/ERC-I09 developed a faulty receivei. This equipment fC).ilure could 
not be corrected and r9sulted-trcu..tlliziniLanding Force 'i'actical :lctill 
as an uncovered cir_c'u:..t .for ther-ellb.inde~-of the operation. 

;;. 'l'acti cal Air Ob serv.:.J.tioL_, i..iurins; _j)bCKHOU;3:2. IV ta ctical air 
observation was employed in su.}Sport O'f the-Landing Force. l;"I1-1.8 ail'ci~a:f;:, 

'\tJere provided from 1st 1:;Ai;{ for T,'cO/Tl'LC (A) r:assions. Due to the rel­
atively flat, open terrai:n the J~F 'l1m ,Jasable to provide t;lO :~rouncl 
units '\tTith pO'sition reports, directions a.nd distances to objeetives, and 
the locations of bunkers, trenches arripos}ibleen~:rJlystro1l3 point s in the 
advanc G 01 groung unit s. C The SLF~jt:Lr 1-,1, sP'l'ver suPtJort.edt.ho mnucver· 
companies by bringing artillery, na-valguXi:r1re and CAS upon enemy units 
vlith which they Here engaged. Tho DLT also employed the oLF TAO for visual 
reconnaissance of s-mtable objective areas, night de.fensiv8 )osltions and 
helicopter landing zones.: 

hoO Psycholo,~i cal \Tarfare Ope ration.f!'he DJU Detad1inent vIaS tasked 
for population control in' directsupporl q,f DDl' 1/26. Fc)Ur' DJU personnel 
with loudspeakers 1:ere attached to ConpanZo.D, while the'rerrainder of the 
BJU Detacl1,rIlerrt remainect aboardtll.li .I','{Q .Jinlo' on au"cm-call hasis foX' l1eli­
borne loudspeaker operat:i.CWsa.ndJ"ea.fleLm,ops. Due to the tactical" 
situati on, the DJU Detachment vra.s nat called upon for popule.tion control; 
however, assistance was prov'ided in rccove17 of tiw dovrned pilots in the 
vicinity YD 1473 grid square. . 

j. Civic Action. One civic action visit was planned for 17 Jept:;r;;bor, 
but '\tIaS cancelled due to pressill3; requirenfents on medical personnel '-i;.()~,rd 
the LPH. 

..~,.-, 
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PAm' II CC:VG.L'I' ArTER ACTIOlJ HLPORT OPl3RATION PRAIRIE 

Map Reference: AHS L7014 1:50,000 Sheet 6442 I.'-_III and IV, 6342 I and II 

1. Operation PRAIRIE was a search and destroy operation in which the ~ 
Special Landing Force was fragTllentedr'aihi3J'tLan. elnj)lo~LasilJL:i.p:t,~grCl.te.<i 
air/ground team. Operation PRAIRIE vIas being conducted concurrently vlith 
Operation DECKJIOUS~J IV and upon termination of DECKHOUJE IV operational 
command of the Special Landing Force passed to CG, 3rd Marine Division. 
Operational co ntrol of" BL'l'.1/2tLq,J:J:iI:J1VwL3.63_.w9s further _:pgs.'i~cLby 3rd :Marine 
Division/1st Marine Aircraft \ving to the 4th Ivlarine Regiment and MAG-16 
respectively. Throughout Operation PRAIRIE the .SLF staff had no official 
responsibility or connection vlith operation PRAnrrE. 

;1,. Hessages vihich resu~ted in the participation of the JI)(')cial Landinj 
Forc8 in Opel'aticiJn PR:~J::lnh and ,t.he subsequ.,mt cUs}Jo,;:Ltion 0;:' its subordin­
o,~e cler,lerr~ 5 - }lL'l' 1/;26 ani ilIll'l 363 arc <15 follows: 

(1) CTG 79.5 160526z SEP66 - Landing Force firmly established 
ashore. Recommend termination of the amphibious phase of DECKHOUSE IV and 
CHOP of SLF to CG, III J.fAF. 

(2) CTG 76.5 160606Z SEP66 - Informed C011SEVENTHFLT intentions 
of terminating amphib~us operation DECKHOUSE IV when SLF CHOPS to CG, 
III MAF. ~; 

(3) CG, III MAF 180204Z SEP66 - Reconnnended CTG 76.5 chop SLF to 
III MAF effective;rS1200H. Directed CTG 79.5, upon chop to III MAF, to 
report to CG, 3rd ~ Division for operational control. 

(4) CTG 79.5 180210Z sEP66 - Recommended SLF chop to III HAF am 
be assigned an area of operations in ,anticipation of ground maneuver out­
side AOA, ani to insure maximum utilization of SLF assets in support of 
Operation PRAIRIE. 

(5) CTG 76.5 l80300Z SEP66 - CTG 79.5 and SLF chop to CG, III MAF 
at 18l200H. 

(6) CTG 79.5 l80342Z SEP66 - SLF reports to OPCON CG, 3rd ¥~rine 
Division effective 181200H. 

(7) CG 3rd l·;arine Division l801.1.23Z :3EPb6 - Assumed OPCON of BLT 
1/26 effective 1812001I. Fourth .HD.:J:'ines - Assumea OPCON of DLT 1/26 effec­
tive at time of receipt this lmssage. BL'r 1/26 - Report to CO, 4th M3.rines 
for OPCON. 

--! ...... ~.- 8 SECRET NOEQJP' 

DECLASSIFIED 



, 

·i 
i 

~ 

I ,! 

I, 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 'IJ!'I!:""""', ;:"' _____ .. 

(8) CG, III J·Jl.F J.,80852ZSl,P66 ,,":" DIrected CG, 3rdlIarDiv to pass 
OPCON of HLH 363 to CG, 1st HA1~arrl be prepared to reconstitute SLF op 
order.. DirE;lcted CG .. lstllA.\'{ as;;)Ulac OrCOlJ)JJ.rr:I 363, be prepared to pass 
OrGON to :JLF on order. . 

(9) CG, 3rrI l-l.arDiv 1810272 s,_p66~ Directed 111-jh 363 report OrCOl; 
1st EAW.. Directed L~Lh l-.iarine s to be prepared to reconstitute SLF for 
withdl~q.i'[al operation on order. 

(10) CG, First HAW 181043Z SLP66 -~ Directed HAG-16 aSSUl,le OPCON 
Hiil'l 363 effective 181200H. Be prepared to: pass OPCON direct t.o eTG 79.5 
on order. 

(11) CG, First NAU 240328Z ;)1:;1'66 - Directed IvL~G-16 to chop }lJ·llvl 
363 to CTG 79.5 effective 241200H. 

(12) CG, 3rd HarDiv 241516z 3LP66-- BLT 1/26 choppocl to CIG 79.5 
241200H. Directed eTG 79.5 to report to OYGON CTG)76Seffective 
250700H S2P .. 

(13) GTG 76.5 241140Z SEP66 -Assurned OPCOlif of SLF effective~._ ... 
25070GH and r3constTE.utedAOA"forwithdrawCl.r:-·-'~------~-'--·--· ..... - .... -

\ 

2. The 3LF comuenced participation in Operation HI.AIRIE on 18 Septerllber. 
By this time thE.; JLF had. penetrated to the western limit of th(3 AOA and 
hio companiGs were in contact ,'lith lNA units at YD 151719 and YD 145732. 
DLT 1/26, und(~r OPC;ON of-4th Ha:dne~; -cOnducted ::.>earch--an<r-dcstroyoper:': 
ations west i:lnd southwest of this area maintaining continuous contact 
with eleLlGnts of the 324th B INA Division. On 24 September, 1966, the SLF 
was reconstituted and began to rep08 iti on for withdrawal. The SLF was 
CHOPPr:D to CATF at 250700. Septembe I' and the Laming Force commenced tactica.l 
withdrawal. By 25l600H withdrawal' was completed and SLF embarked aboard 
ARG shipping. 

3. Task Organizationo The task or:sanization of the Special Landing Force 
was radically ch9.nged from that of DLCK,HOU8L IV. The SLF ground element 

:'{lBI/;'.·l/2(,J reported to the in-country ground commander and the air element 
(miN )63 X' reported toth e in-country air cOllilllander. The SLF staff was not 
utilized during Operation Pl1ATIl.m. ." 

4.. Intelligence. 

a. Tl;ere were no signil'icant ch .. ·wges to intelliisence from DLCEIIOUSE 
IV. 'l'hehedge rmvs throughout the area v(e;re used extensively by the 
enemy to conceal trench! s and fighting p~sitions. The pattern used was 
111'1 sh9.ped to provide flanking fire in either direction. '1'he area being 
comparatively flat and o~en made ~his sys~m very effective due to the 
large number of hedge rows. 
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b. ~nemYContact. Contact was maintained with elements of the 324th 
B Di vision. :r~nemy acti VJ.'t,y was charact-eriz-ed by heavY -mortar arid auto­
mtic weapons fire, in addition to the 'Use of.' 57Jmn anti-tank weapons. 
The NVA prisoner captured on 23 September, 1966, upon final interrogation, ~ 
was determined to be a member of the 4th Battalion, 8l2th Regiment. In ,., 
an area bounded by coordinates-YD 120710 to YD 120740 and YD 150710 to 
YD 150740 an extensive trench, bunker and tunnel system was encountered. 
These positions were used to a great extent by the enemy in delaYing and 
harassing friendly units. Heavy supporting fire forced the enemy to flee 
these positions north into the DMZ. 

5. Mission. The mission assigned BLT 1/26 was to continue search and 
destroy operations within the assigned area of operations. HMM-363 was 
aSSigned the mission of providing helicopter support to all elements 
engaged in Operation PRAlRIE.__ _ __________ ' ___ _ 

6. 'Concept of Operations. The concept of operations provided for BLT 
1/26 to continue search -and destroy operations south of the DMZ utilizing 
maximum supporting fires. Fire support was provided by the 105mm Howitzer 
Battery and the 107mm Howtar Battery of BLT 1/26; CAS by the Is'; HariH8 
Aircraft Wing; and NGF support by one 8" cruiser and one destroyer. Heli­
copter support for all battal:i_ons committed to..Qperation PRAIRIE was 
provided by MAG-16. 

7. Execution. See enclosures (1) through (4). 

_~ 8. Results. See enclosure (5 y. 

9. COlllrltanderfs An13-lysis.' This analysis is limi.ted to those matters at 
the Special Laniing Force level as it pertains to Operation PRAIRIE. BLT 
and squadron level matters are_discussed in the_~ respective reports, 
enclosures (3) am (4). 

a. Planning • 

(1) Prior to and during Operation DECKHOUSEIV, close liaison, 
joint briefings and coordination were effected with III MAF, 3rd }1arine 

Division and;4th Marine Regiment in anticipation of OPCON shift to CG, 3rd 
MarDiv or CO,:4U- Marines Regiment and subsequent employment of the SLF 
further west in support of Operation PRAIRIE. On 18 September 1966 OPCON 
of the BLT and HMM was passed to 4th Marines Regiment and MAG-16 and it 

was indicated, at that time, that BLT 1/26 would remain in their general 
area of operations (NW portion of AOA) south of the DMZ rather than move 
wast to a new TOAR. The 4th Marine Regiment was to continue operations 
approximately 10 miles SW of BLT 1/26 

10 iiGJi1lMT lfOFOftlf 

DECLASSIFIED 

. . ~ 

/ 



I 
I 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • JEflRIi, ltd dL£J 

.. (2) A Special Landing Force liaison officer was assigned to the 
4th Harine Regiment.: cIn~adtl.itiori~-the dLE maint-ained clos e liaison and 
conducted daily staff visits ,.Jith the 4th Harine negiment :i n "'n pffort 
to keep 76.5/79.5 appraised of the situation ashore and tQ~~ure con":" 
tinued utilization of ARG assets.· Communications remained essentially 
as during DECKHOUSE IV with the eJhceptioni3 tha.t the BLT was instructed to 
submit requests for CAS, additional artilJ,.ery support, and resupply 
through the 4th Jia.l':i.ne s L_ The rni§£iQJLQf_th~LBL1andit3 .AOdid not change 
siginifi.cantly subsequenl to the passage. ~~ operational control. 

b. Intelligence.. Previous intelligence had indicated an unidentified 
NVA Regiment operating in the vicinity cdQTdinates YD 045705. Based on 
the interrogation of the NVA prisoner captured 23 September" 1966, it is 
believed that this Regiment is the 812th NVA Regiment. Enemy units oper­
ating in and around the D~~ cannot be specifically located as they continue 
to move unobstructed throughout tbeD!1Z area and send units into RVN to 
guard and maintain LOC's and infiltration routes. 

,~ . 

c. Command Relationsbips. The SLF operated under the OPCON of the 
3rd Marine Division after CHOP to CG, III-NA.F. At 0700H on 25 September 
1966 OPCOll of the SLF was passed to CTG 77);5 for withdrawal and command 
relationships were then in accordance 1tlith NvJP 22 (A)/LFM-Ol. 

d. Logistics. 

(1) Initial liaison with the 4th Harines established in-country 
logistics support during Operation PIl.AIRIE, as the primary means of re­
supply of the BLT. Landing Force Clas~ V was available if required and 
on 23 September 600 rounds of HE 105mm howitzer ammunition was transported 
from the USS Vancou:,,:er tQ. DongH§._J2y_~9U •.. _ 

-------------------------------

(2) Ca~ualty evacuation of BLT 1726 personnel was coordinated 
through the 4th jlfJ.arines facilities at Dong Ha. Casualty reporting for 
SLF unit s was accomplished by the SLF C;{CC. Liaison was established at 
Dong Ha in order to assist in expediting reports of casuaJ.ties -to tb.e_~_LF . 
CRCC locate d aboard the LPH •. Inaddition, li~d~son--vJ.si.ts 'were made to 
Dong Ha, 1111.11 lied at Phu Eai and. the USS Repose in order to insure current 
am complete accountirg of all casualties~- In so far as possible all 3LF 
casualties were evacuated directly to the LPH for' sorting, determination 
of need for further evacuation and institution of ~esusC!it~tion measur.es, 
as necessary. 

f. Communications. See Part I para 9.f • 

. ...,.;0 g. Tactical Air Observation. During Operation PRAIRIE TAO was pro­
vided by the 1st jI!~rine Aircraft Wing and maintained in condition IV. 
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h. Psychological Warfare. No psychological warfare .operations were 

conducted during SLF participation in O}leration PRAIRIE. 

i. Civic Action. One civic action visit was made duri~ Operation 
PRAIR.IE in 'coordination with the Chief of. Gio Linh Distri«t. 

'(1) 'A 'team composed of SLF Staff and m~dical/dental personnel 
,from the USS,Iwo Jima and BLT 1/26 visited the hamlet of Gio Linh (YD 
232722) on 2.3, September 1966. Approximately 115) patients were treated and 
64 infected teeth extracted. Soap, clothing and. other medical supplies 
,were distributed. 

(2) MediCal and dent,al supplies were furnished from SLF assets. 
All actions were well received. 

,.~ ,-
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1. RESULTS OF Op.nUN DZCKHOUSE IV • a. The fo11o~rlng is an assessment of NVA/VC casualties inflicted by 
BLT 1/26; -~ __ ~ __ ~. - -- - .... _.--_. ...-----

WA/ve 56 KIA 
64 KIA (FOSS) 

5. WIA 
62 IDA (POSs) 

b. The following is a compilation 01' enemy equipment captured or 
destroyed: 

7.62 Carbine sks Chicom type 56 
7 .. 62 Sub-l.fG AK:"47 Chicom type 56 
7.62 Light BG RPD Chicom type 56 
AT Launchers 
sz MM Honors 
U. S. Frag Grenade 
Stick Type Grenade 
Booby Trap Kit 
Booby Traps 
A.P. ~tine 
lifagazines 
SIA Ammo 
40 NH AT Ammo 
Homemade Gas £f.task 
Packboards and Pounche s­
Assorted Clothing 

2. RESULTS OF OPERATION PRAIR~ 

7 
5 
1 
4 
.3 

1.3 
85 
1 
9 
6 

20 
400 

12 
1 

30 
40 Ibs. 

, • The follo~Ting is an assessment of NVA/VC casualties inflicted by 
BLT 1 26: 

NIl A/VC 186 KIA 
249 KIA (POSS) 

9 'iilA 

b. The following is a compilation oi' enemy equipment and material 
captured or destroyed.:~ ____ ~ ________ ~___ _ __ ~~~ __ ~_ 

7.62 Sub-1'IG AK-47 Chicom type 56 17 
7.62 Carbine sks Chic om type 56 12 
7.62 Light }JIG RPD Chidom type 56 1 
AT Launchers 5 
Stick Type Grenades 68 
Magazines 11 
sl A Ammo 4,500 rounds; 
40 llfivI AT Ammo 10 
Homemade Gas Mask 1 

~~:t;upplies (Assorted) .l;~ i ruJ~~~ffil$$~W~~lID 
Penieilin 2 c 
Sodium Cloride 2 c .... as~e"""s""-------..J 
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Distilled Water 
Huts • 
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A tunnel system was discovered in village coordin~ted YO 121733. 
TUmme1s were 12 feet wide and some 45 feet long. Appeared tunnels 
~re used as Medical Aid Station due to supplies found. Tunnel 
system was destroyed. 

c. Following is a compilation of captured personnel: 

" ' 

".,. : 

;·SiJ .... \""~ 
,r -,' 

3-VCC 
J2-VC suspects 

1-NVA 
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