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Froms
Tos:
Via:

Subjs

S

Encls

Commanding Officer B

Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AQ3ID)

(1) Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Prigade, FMF
(2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Command Chronology; submission of

(a) MCO 5750,2

(b) Brig0d 5750.1 e

(1) Command Chronolegy

1, This Command Chronology is submitted in auvcordance with references (a) and

(b)o

2, The period was extended through 4 July in crder vo include the termination
of Operation NATHAN HALE on 2 July and ihe rchalion of hEM 363 and 364 on 4

July.

ittt tw";}
HENNEMAN
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1. Organizstional Data

- a. Designation. The Special Landing Force had the Task Designator of
Task Group 79.5.

b, Composition. The Special Landing Force was composed of the followings

1 June = & July 1966

SIF - Gol R. A. BRENNEMAN
BLT 3/5 - LtCol E. J. BRONARS

HMM 364 - LtCol D. A, SCMERVILLE

¢, ZLocation, The Special Landing Force was embarked aboard the Amphibious
Ready Group, consisting of the US3 PRINCETON (LPH~5), USS PICKAWAY (APA 222),
and the USS ALAMO (LSD 22),

d, Aver@ge Menthly Strength

SLP Staffé USMC Off = 11  USMC Enl = 29 USMN Off = O  USN Enl =& L=
BLT% ‘ USMG Off - 64  USMC Enl = 156  USh Off = 5  USH Enl = 69
HMM USMC Off = 53 USMC Enl - 171 USN Off =1 USNEnlL - 3

&, Gommanding Officer and Staif

R. A. BRENNEMAN Colonel Commanding Officer
. T. E. GLEASON 1t Colonel Executive Officer
L. M. DUFFY - It Colonel Sl /Sy
H. B. CROSBY, ITI Ma jor 33
E. W. LOCKARD Ma jor S=2
C. ALBANS Caphain Asst S=2
J. L. CONWAY Captaln Asst 8«2 { 2 July 1966)
W. H. HORNER Captain ComuO ( 1 June - 3 July 1966)
R. 4. AYERS Captalin Comm0 { 3 July 1966)
Asst CommO ( 18 June - 3 July 1966)
B, 8. MCKENNA 1st Lieutenant Air Obsegver/ﬁsst S=3
D, G, SCHULTZ gnd Lieutenant Asst Sedy

2, Chronology of Significant Evernts During the Period 1 June to &4 July 1966

a., The events related depict the activities of the Special Landing Force dur-
ing the period indicated. Detailed information cn BLT 3/5 and HMM 364 assigned
to the SLF during this period is shown in the appropriate suborbinate command chrone
ology. The details of Operation DECK HOUSE ONE and Operatisn NATHAN HALE are con-
tained in the enclosed After Action Reports.
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b. = 17 J 1966, On 1 June 1966, the ARG/SLF was in Subic Bay, R. P,
for maintéhance and training ashore after completing exercise HILLTOP V on 27
May 1966. CTG 79.5 made a visit to Admiral BAER, COMNAVBASE Subic on 2 June,

On 4 June, Ambassador BLAIR was helo lifted by HMM 364 helicopters from Manila
to U, S. Naval Station Subic, On é June, Brig General RYAN, CTF 79, and his
staff representatives visited CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 in Subic Bay, R. P. and ob=
served BLT 3/5 training ashore. From 7 June through 11 June CTIG 79.5 and staff
representatives of TG 79.5 and TG 76.5 conducted extensive planning and liaison
with CG, I FFORCEV at Nha Trang, II CTZ, RVN for future special operations, The
ARG/SIF departed Subic Bay, R. P. on & June and arrived off Qui Nhon, II CTZ,
RVN on 10 June. CTG 79.5 and representatives conducted an aerial reconnaissance
of the II CTZ littoral from Nha Trang to I CTZ boundary on 9 June, with special
interest to the Song Cau area (CQ 0788). The ARG/SLF was positioned off Qunnf
Ngal on 12 June for possible commitment in support of the 2nd ARVN Division.
Liaison was effected with CG III MAF at Danang and CG 2n ARVN Div at Quang Ngai
on 13 June regarding the posasible commitment which was reiaxed on 13 June amd
the SLF/ARG continued with its planning for DECK HOUSE ONE, 2 On the l6th and
17th of June CTG 79.5/CTG 76.5 and staffs completed planning and preparations
with I FFCRCEV at Nha Trang. An aerial reconnaissance of the Song Cau area

(CQ 1092), II CTZ was conducted on 16 June by the CO of BLT 3/5, the SiF S-24,
and SLF Air Observer, ‘

c. 18 June = 1 July 19066, The Special Landing Force conducted Operation

DECK HOUSE ONE in the Scng Cau area (CQ 0788), Phu Yen Province » II CTZ, RVN
from 18 June until 1200H on 27 June. Upon terminaticn of DESK HOUSE ONE the
SLF was CHOPFED to CG lst Air Cavalry Division for Operation NATHAN HALE also
in Phu Yen Province, II CTZ, RVN. The SLF was returned to OPCON of CTG 76.5
for withdrawal on 1 July. Extensive liaison with I FFCRCEV units was maintained
during the period. On 20 June, Major General LARSEN, CG I FFORCEV, visited CTG
79.5 and CTG 76.5 aboard the USS Princeton and the BLT CP ashore., On Z1 June,
the Song Cau District Chief and U. S. Advisor visited CIG 79.5 and CTG 76.5. On
22 June, CG of the 22nd ARVN Division visited CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 aboard the N

i USS Princeton, Brig General RYAN, CTF 79, and Colonel EMILS, ACofS, G=3, were

? ‘aboard the USS Princeton from 22 to 25 June to observe SLF operations. On 23

: June, Colonel PARRY, representative from COMUSMACV, came abecard the Princeton
‘and discussed SLF operations. On 25 June, Lt General HIENTGENS, Deputy COMUSMACV,
visited CTG 79.5/76.5 and BLT 3/5 CP ashore., On 26 June, General WESTMORELAND
visited CTG 79.5 and the BLT CP ashore, following the conference at Dong Tre.
On 27 June, Brig General FRIEDMAN, CG USA Support Command, visited CTG 79.5 and =
CTG 76.5 aboard the USS Princeton to determine SLF legistic support require-
ments for Operation NATHAN HALE. Capt HANSSTON, BLT 1/26 representative, liai-
soned with the SLF 27-29 June, concerning BLT rotation, On 29 June; Major
General NORTON, CG lst Air Cavalry Division; and Brig General JONES, USMC, COC
COMUSMACV, visited CTIG 79.5/CTG76.5. Withdrawal of SLF forces began on 1 July.

1 COMSEVENTHFLT message 1216427 - SLF directed vc be stationed off Quang Ngai.

2  COMSEVENTHFLT message 1502302 = Directed the SLF to proseed with Operation
DECK HOUSE ONE with D=Day on 18 June. —

Enclosure (1)
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do 2 =4 July 1966, On 2 July the SLF had completed withdrawal and was re~
embarked abcard assigned ARG shipping. The ARG/SLF departed the Song Cou area,
II CTZ, RVN on 2 July, The USS Pickaway and US3 Alamo departed enroute to Subic
Bay, R. P. The USS Princeton arrived off Chu Lai, I CTZ, RVN on 3 July and com=
pleted rotation of HMM 364 and HMM 363 cn &4 July 1966, Major General RCBERTSHAW,
CG lst MAW, visited CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 aboard the USS Princeton on 3 July. The
detachment of 3 UH=1E aircraft from VMO-6 returned to Chu Lai on 3 July. The USS
Princeton departed Chu Lal, RVN enroute tc¢ Subic Bay on 4 July.

Enclosure (1)
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‘ LIST OrF REFERENCES
1, COMSEVENTHFLT message 1216427 June,
2., COMSEVENTHFLT message 150230%Z June.
3. CTG 79.5 message 1513332 June, {(Frag Order Number One for Operatisn DECK
HOUSE ONE to CIG OpOrder 328-66)
L., Command Chronology = BLT 3/5,
5, Command Chronology - HMM 364,
6, SLF After Action Report = Operations DECK HOUSE ONE and NATHAN HALE.
iA -
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c.iu/SLF After Acticn Report = Operaticns DECK HOUSE ONE and NATHAN HALE,
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- HEADQUARTERS
~ Special Landing Farce
% USS_Prinseton (LPH

i = et LT B ke O3 S .:é;év,
" FPO San Francisso 96601

12

01:RAB: jkf
Ser: O0k-66
13 July 1966

Froh: Commanding Officer
To: = Commanding General, Fleei Marine Force, Seventh Flest

Subjs Combat After Action Reports, Operabj.dns DECK HOUSE ONE and
NATHAN HALE

\'
Encl: (1)~ Operation Overlay DECK HOUSE ONE W
2) ~Operation Overlay NATHAN HALE o 7
3)y BLL :}5'55 After Action Report, DECK HOUSE ONE snd NATHAN HALE

<
L
Al

(L) ~HMM 36k After Action Report, DECK HOUSE ONE g

s gum #T) (5) « De¥ackment, VMO-6 After Action Repert, DECK HOUSE ONE o
w7 g p o1 1 =zt [
(6) »HMM 364 After Action Report, NATHAN HALE 1SC)-> L WP SLCHIT6 GEy

(7) » Detachment VMO=6, After Actlon Report, NATHAN HALE o

1. The subject reports are submitted herewith., For clarity and ease of ’ N

reference the SLE basic report is covered in two parts; Part I, the After
Action Report for Operation DECK HOUSE ONE, and Part IT, the After Action
report for Operation NATHAN HALE,

2, Enclosures (1) through (7) ampiify this repert, Oomments on appropriate

' portions of the BLT and MMM After Action Reports, enciosurss (3) through (7),
_are contained in paragraph 11 of the basic SLF After Acticn Report.

[ ppar

R. A, BRENNEMAN

.
-
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PART I Combat After Action Report, Operation DEC? HOUZE OWZ,

Map References BAMS L70L 6850 I, II, IIT, IV {1:%9,003)
6851 III, IV {1250,900)

1. Operation DECK HOUSE ONE was &
¢

nila rwaT arphlbxuuw cperabion combining
surfaceborne and heliborne assaul &3

un
g%y serductsd in accordance with NWP=22(A),

2, This operation was conducted in the ares of SONG JAU, PHU YEN PROVINCE, II
CTZ RVN {vic CQ'1092)., The operaticn commenced on 18 June 19566 at 0630H with
the landing of water assault forces on Red Beach {(0Q 107785) and a hele lifted
assault force into L2 CROW {CQ 062082) twe miles iniand, The operaticn ter-
minated at 12C0H on 27 Juns 1966 when COMSEVENTHFLT directed the SLF to CHOP
to CG I FFORCEV for employmenL in Operation NATHAN IIALE. K

3, Comnand headyuarters was located sboard the USS Princeton (LPH-5) until
established ashore vn 27 June pricr ic terminalien of the amphiblous portion
of the operalion,.

4o Task Organization
Special Landing Furce {Landing Force) ~ {0l Re A. BRENNEMAN

HMM 364 (Rein) = 14001 Do Ao SOMMERVILLE
HMM 364

DET VMO=6 {3 Ul=iE's)
BLT 2/5 = TtCoi E, J. BRONARS

5. Intelligence

a, The Song Cau area is characterized by low rolling rice paddy areas
with numerous villages near the coast giving way to | hiugh rugged mountainous
terrain, The dominating [eaturs is Vurg Chao Peni n:uka which runs in a NW=SE

direction and forms Vung Chao Bay. Highway #1 rung =8 along the coast and
Highway #6 runs NW-SE through the AOAO Vehizular muv:"rnf both on the high=
ways and cross country was virtually impcssibie bocauss of extensive paddies,

rugged terrain, and numercus road blocks dnd~cuuuo Key,;ewra;n features are
the hill on the right flank of NIS Beach #31 which duminates the HLZ's, and
the high terrain dominating Higlways #1 and #6,

b, Red Beach {vic CQ 106791}, a pa® of WIS Bsach #31, is approximately
2,000 yards long and. entirely usesbles, Tt dis 35 %o 50 yards wide at low tide,
decreasing to 15 to 25 yards at high tide, Comprelticn ie¢ soft sand, but firm
where wat., Offshore appreoachss Lo bhis slightly ;cruava beach are gentle to
moderate and partially obstructed by a small island and a rocky shcal lecated
829 (magnetic) 4,200 yards from beach centsr, Nuazhh Te approaches are olear
but flanked on the north by a rocky headiarnd and <n the scuth by a sand bar,

A sand bar fronts the beach but® presented no c*ottem tm ancbibioas landing
craft or vehicles,

L : . SECRET
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Co Terrain lmmediately behind the beach vinsisis of a iow berm line .
averaging approximately 6 feet, bush ccrersd dunes backed by a row of trees
and terraced; cultivsted fleolds, and & seriss +f Tast hills, iHighway #1 is
located at the bass of these kills and wwns iv a L3 dirvection. The terraced
cultivated fields extend from the baze of the foothills to brush covered high
ground, The brush coversd high growd is coeked or a higher elevation by more
terraced, cultivaied f£ields. '

d. Pre<D Day intellizerncas reports indicated thet the 95th Regiment, 85th
Battalicn, elements of the 83rd Regirent, the K3.7th Battalicn, and several
Local Foros compardes were osperating in Lhe Suny Caun arsa,

8, No subolartiial contact was made with eloments Listed above during the
operation., Resistancve ashore consistad primarily of gaiper ind sporadic small
arms fire, Trere was no pusitive idenvification of any enemy units,

6, Mission, /48 direated by COMSEVERTHRLT messags 1403502 JUME (Initiating
Directive), e mission of the Landing Ferss was to conduct a unilateral

phibious operetion in the Scng Cau area (CQ 078¢) sf RVN to clear area of
VO/NVA forces and oace wroas,

To Concept of Operariors. The nperalion wss rlanned a8 a three to seven day
search and destroy operation. The concept provided for ihe SLF to conduct a
simultanecus hell-oplerborne and surfacs landing tv conduct search and destroy
operations, and to zoeduct a tuetical withdrowal, In addition to the organic
artillery of the BT, Tirs support was provided by LGF Sonsisting of one CA,
one DT, cne LOMR, and close air support by Seventh Flest,

=

3
H

‘ ated in accordance with CTG
79,5 0pOrd 328-64 supplemsnien with a frag Order published for the Song Cau
area, The Frag (rder facilitated tinely amd efficient execution throughout
the operatiun, Ths SLF established 1ts 0P achore on 27 June and reported to
CATF the fira esterlishuent of the randing force ashcre with necessary com-=».

mand and contrel facilities, Termination f the awxphibicus portion of BEGK
HOUSE ONE was requested by GATF, and gubsaqusitiy dirvected by COMSEVENTHRLT,
See ensicsures (3) through (7); Altes Actiun Reports of BLT 3/5 and HMM 364,
for details of bns execution.

8. Ixecutlon., Operation DECR HOUSE OUR was cxs
LxecuLien t HE3 o

9. Resulis

a, Uasvaltiss .

CRTRCDCRL (P 11 L £

Us 3o3 Kihed, dI18=27, MIA=D, Captired-l,
VC; KTA«Bl, KTAPOSS)eTD, WIA-E, VCI-31, VO3w11é.,

b. Material and Food Supplies Captured e Dest royved

(1) 24.5 tons of rice (Dsstroyed),
(2) One ton of corn.

(3) One ten of grain,

2 SECRET
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(4) Two tons of miscellaneous uniforms and medical gupplies,

(5) 30 gallons of gasoclins,

(6) 40 gallens of molasses,

(7) 125 1bs of salt.,

(8) 3.5 tons of rice (Bvacuated to Song Cau).
10, Commander's analysis. This analysis is concerned with those matters at
the Special landing Force level, Reports of significant everts at the BLT

and Squadron level are shown in enclosures (3) through (7).

*

&, Flanning

... (1) Planning for_the operation in JI CTZ was initiated on receipt
of CINCPACFLT message 060800Z June which authordszed direct lisison with CG
I FFORCEV, CIG 79,5, the 5«3, the S~2, and a representative from CTG 70,5
éffected liaison with CG I FFORCEV at lha Trang, RVN 8=10 June, Aerisl re-
cofindissance was made of the Song Jau area, and hand held aerial photos taken
of the landing beach and HLZ's on D-2, An Interrogater/iranslator team, and
liaison adviscrs (ARVN) were reguested from I FFORCEV, and subsequently
attached to the 3LF for the duration of Operaticn DECK HOUSE ONE.

(2) Additionally on the initial visit with CG I FFORCLY, plans
were made which included the following significant arsas:

(a) The friendiy 00B,; current opsrations, and future intentions
were determined and SLF operaticns integrated intc the sverall CTZ operations.
(For example, the 47th ARVN Regiment was in effect providing a blocking force
by their 8 and D operations lmmediately tc the scuth of the ADA.)

(b) Red Haze and SPAR missions were arranged,

. {e) Commmnication frequencies were cosrdinated and arrangements
made to draw 25 PROC 25 radics for SLF use,

(d) A direct secure teletype circuit between Headquarters I
FFORCEV and the ARG/SLF was established.

(e) Pre-D Day reccnnaissance was arranged using the long range
recon groups from the Dang Tre and Lai Hai Special Forces Camps,

V (f) Provisions were made for a reacticn forse (2ndBn, 327th) in
the event it was required for additional support or te exploit a profitable
target, o _

(g) Logistic support arrangements were made to draw supplies at
Qui Nhon if required.

(3) Special attention was directed toward the coordination and mutual
support of the SLF and the 47th ARVN Regiment, and a boundary was established
3 SECRET
DECLASSIFIED
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within the ACA. An SIF liaison officer was with this regiment from D minus
2 until the end of the operation., Also discussed was the capability of the
SLF to assist this forde if the tactical situation diztated., The procedure
for obtaining both emergency and routine employmsnt of the SLF in support
of adjacent units was resolved; e.g. the SLF would react in emergencies as
appropriate to support an adjacent unit.

(4) During this visit plans wers made to establish liaison with the
following commandss

(a) I FFCRCEV.
(b) A47th ARVN Regiment,

(e¢) Sector Headquarters'Tuy Hoa

*@i} 2nd Battalion, 327th Regiment; 10lst Airborne Brigade {(Ini-
tial Reaction Force), B

(e) District Headquarters Scng Cau.

(5) Subsequent liaison was established as necessary with the following

commands as DECK HOUSE ONE progressed and phased into Operation NATHAN HALE:
1 (a) 1st Air Cavalry Division.

(b) 3rd Brigade, lst Air Cavalry Division.

(c) 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry, lst Air Cavalry Division,

(d) District Headquarters, Tuy An.

g) Lai Hai Special Forces Camp,

(6) The SLF further reguested from CTF 7, that fowr TAC{a)/TAQ air-

craft be attached to the 5LF on 15 June for a pericd of about 10 days, On

15 June, two armed UH=1E aircraft and one unarmad UH-1% were assigned by CG,
IIT MAF from VMO-6, MG 36.

b. Intelligence, Prior to the operation, Iiaiscn was established with I

FFORCEV and arrangements were made for maps, aerial photography, ITTE Red
Haze missions, TAO missions, I FFORCEV daily ISUM, and for pme=D Day recon-

naissance of the objective area by long range recoonaissance teams (US Spe01al

Foreces and CIDG).

(L) Inteiligence material furnished by I FFORCEV was acourate and
timely, Aerial photography was especially timely and contained valuable ine

- formation for the selection of HLZ's; CP locaticns, and lines of communications.

(2) There were two new units identified in addition to the units pre=- .

viously indicated by intelligemece reports, These new units, reported by POW's,
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were the (385 Recon elemeni {new unil “E;pgﬁﬁgpgg;g and a mobile provincial
company (unidentified). )

(3) The enemy exhibited the ability to monitor and to jam tactical
radio nets. Jamming was done by vcice and was inefiective, The enemy did
not defend in strength, but harrasaed and sniped throughout the operaticn.
Weather was typical for the pericd with hizh temperatures and oniy a trace
of precipitation,

¢, Command Relationships. Operstion DECK HOUSE CNE wae a unilateral am-
phibious operation with command relationships in accordance with NWP=22(a )
and UNAAF, para 30278-3027G, T

do. Supporting Arms. Control of supporting arms during Operation DECK
HOUSE ONE remained afloat on tha Princetecrn; and coordination was provided
by the FSCC ashore, Artillery support was provided by Batiery F, 2/11 and
the 107 Howtar Battery, 2/12, Fire missions were controlled by FO's and
TAO's, Naval gunfire support was provided by the heavy cruiser St Paul, the
destroyer J. W. Thomason, and the LSMR Clarion River. On D plus 5 the J We
Thomason was relieved by the Basilone, and on D plus & the Clarion River was
detached from Operation DECK HOUSE ONE. Clcse air support was provided by
CTF 77 with AL and A6 airerafi under the contrcl of SLF TAC(A). When UH-1E%s
were not available, TAC(A) was provided by in-country airborne controllers
operating out of Sector Headquarters at Tuy Hua, Due to Limited contact by
the Ianding Force with sigzeable VC units in the ADA, «lose air support was
employed for the most part against targets of cpportunity located by the
TAO and TAC{A) heyond the established bombline, Ordnance employed included
250 pound fragmentation bombs, napali, rockets, and 20mm cannon fire,

e, Logistics., Prior t¢ the commencement of Jpcra‘loa DECK HOUSE ONE
liaison was established with I FFORCEV to coordinabte logistic support re~
quired, Arrangements were made to procure sclected items of Class I, 1T,

V, and VA from IT Corps Log Spt Cmd rescurces Iczated at Qui Nhon. During
thn operation supplies of beth the SIF and in-country scurces were used.

The use of LFORM was hsld to a minimam in crder to retain a maximum combat
readiness capability. All suapplies were delivered dirsctly to units ashore
by helo from ARG shipping. Tvacuation of WIA and KIA from the LPH was ac-
complished through the 85th Evacuation Hospital lzcated ab Qui Nhon, Logise
tic support to the BIT ashcre was adequate and responsive to requirements,

f, Communications. Communizations were good to excellent during the
entire operation. — : B

(1) The twerty-~five AN/PRC 25 radius obtained from CG I FFORCEV
prior to the operation were invaluable for the extended cperating distances,
A secure on-line circuit was maintained between USS Princeton and CG T
FFORCEV during the planning and opsrati-n phases, This reliasble circuit
permitted rapid exchange of informationn

——————

was maintained on CLF TAC # utllIZlng a RT 68 abcard “hlp and a PRC=25

R
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ashore, and on CLF TAC #2 utilizing a URC~32 aboard ship and a PRC-47 ashore.
Reliable communicaticns were maintained thicughout the cperation,

(3) BRadio Relay was established on D plus ] wbilizing a GRC 10 ship-
board gear and AN/MRC 62 van ashore with very good suscess. A generator loss
ashore at one time caused the circuit o be down several hours, but was ree
paired and proved to be a significant asset in the beach support area., Wire
lines could not be maintained betweer the beach support ares and the BLT CP,
one and one half miles inland, until D plus 5 due to their being cut, After
clearing the area between the beach ard the BLT CP, wire lines were maintained
and excellent communications wea® experienced,

(4) On D plus 7 problems arose witn the BBYSL power supply for the
AN/PRC 47, The batteries were being used faster than the battery chargers
could recharge, 18 DR451l's and 4 PPIR40 battery chargers wers borrowed from
the 1st Marine Division to alleviate the problem on an interim basis, Based
on this extended employment of the SLF a request was submitted to CTF 79 for
a special allowance of 5 PF3240's and 20 BBL51's for the SLF Headquarters,
This special allowance will permit augmentation to the BIT whils assigned to
the SLF.

g. Tactical Alr Observatisn, During Operation DICK HOUSE ONE tactical
air observation was employed extensively in support of the Special Landing

Force and its supporting arms,

(1) The SIF air observer was utilized in both the attacked UH-1E
(slick) aircraft from MAG 36 and Army Ol-D aircraft (on-call suppert) from
the 219th Aviation Company, Tuy Hua, RVN. TAO missions during the operation
accounted for 51,0 flight hours and provided an important scurce of inforg
mation on the friendly and enemy situation as well as effective control of
supperting arms. - S

h. Psychological Warfare Operations

(1) The BJU Detachment was employed to assist BLYT 3/5 with loud-
speaker operations ashore., The types of missions included both live and
taped broadcasts directing civilians to assemble for screening and inter-
rogation, curfew instructions, appeals to the VC to surrender, and warnings
to villages that sniper fire received from villages would result in immedi-
ate retaliation, DBroadcasts were made both from ground and helicoptern,
This was an effective utilizaticn of the BJU and assiuted the BLT in pop=
uvlation control,

(2) Two leafiet drops wers conducted warning Vietnamese not to
interfere with operations and not to run from Marines, There wes no intere
ference by civilians during the operaticn,

DECK HOUSE ONE in coordination with the Chiefs of Sorng Cau District, == o

i. Civic Action. Four Civic Action visits were made during Operation
6 ; SECKET
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. (1) A Civic Actioh Team composed of SLF suaff and medical/dental
personnel from the USS Princeton and BLT 3/5 visited the Scng Cau hospital
ofi 20 and 21 June, Approximately 600 patients were treated for a variety
of diseases and approximately 450 infected teeth extracted. Scap, vitamins,
and other medication were distributed to the patients, Village medical

workers were instructed on medical procedures and taoth extraction.

(2) On 22 June, after learning that approximately 95 refugees at
Sorig Cau were in need of medical treatment, the Civi: Action Team visited
the refugee camp there, and treated all of the refugees for a variety of
ailments and injuries. The dentist exbtracted numercus infected teeth,
Food, medicines, and scap were distributed.

(3) On 26 Juhe the Civic Action assistance raqussted was provided
durihg search and clear operations at Ha Binh Thank (1) at £Q 101802, Ine
jured and sick civilians were treated and approximately 100 infected teeth
extracted,

(4) 1In addition to the Civie Action visits, the District Chiefts
wife was helo lifted to the Princeton and given blood transfusions subse-
quent to a miscarriage which she had suffered, This action probably saved
her life., Also a wounded refugee child was flown to the Princeton with her
mother, treated, and returned to their home and family from which they had
been separated for several days.

(5) Medical and dental supplies wers furnished from ARG/SLF assets,
A1l actions were well received by the Vietnamese.

7 'SECRET
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PART II  Combat After Action Report, Operation NATHAN HALE

1. Operation NATHAN HALE was a search and destrcy speration in which the
Spec1al Landing Force was under the OPCON of CG, lst Air Cav Div., It was

in esgsence a conbtinuation of DECK HOUSE OHE with rno time gap between ter-
mination of DECK HOUSE ONE and initiation of Operation NATHAN HALE, The
area was generally the same with the SLF bsing assigned an area of operatlons
(AQ) slightly south of the previously established AOA., The AO caused only
minor repositioning and reorientation of unite.

a, The participation of the SLF in Operation NATYAN HALE came as a
result of a rapidly developing situation in the area to the south of the
AOCA., CG I FFORCEV requested initially that the period of cperations ashore
of the SLF be extended beyond 23 June in order that the SIF could be ubil-
ized to block pesaible VO exfiltration. This was approved and the period
extended through 30 June., CG I FFORCEV subsequently ceonsidered that in
order to more fully coordinate and centrol cperations within the area that
the SLF should be placed under his OPCON, This was requested through the
chain of command and ultimately approved with OPCON of the SLF passing to
CG I FFORCEV and then to CG, lsbt Air Cav Div. The specifies in the situation
as it developed are outlineu below:

(1) On 18 June representatives of 2/327, 10lst Airborne (the re-
action force) reported aboard the Princeton to coccrdinate planning for pess-
ible employment with the SIF. If committed this battalion would be under
OPCON of the SLF, At this time alsc, pians were discussed which had been
developed with CG I FFORCEV concurrence, and SIF cogrizance, for 2/327 to
conduct a battalion size ssarch and destr>y operation south of the AOA,
attacking in a nerth easterly direction tc the SLF boundary, (This plan
had been developed based on intelligence that elements of the 95th NVA were
currently in the vic of BQ 9869.) This plan was subsequently execubed and
2/327 with two companies being helo lifted into this area ca 191200H to con=
duct S&D operations northeast to the SLF beundary., (At this time 1/8 was
designated as the reaction force on a two hour alert for both the SLF and
2/327.) Subsequent actions included commitmevt of 1/8, 3rd Brigade, and
finally the 1lst Air Cav Div in this area to exploit this initial contact by
2/327; to fix and destroy the remaining elements of the 18th B Regiment, NVA,

(2) 1st Air Cav Div intelligence irdicated that the enemy would
move to the south avoiding contact or break uL ints small units and attempt
to exfiltrate to the northwest and north. -

b. Messages swmarizing the Lranszulon from DBFK HOUSE ONE to NATHAN
HALE are as followsg L . S

(1) I FPORCEV message 2213087 = requedted that COMUSMACY take
actions necessary to extend Operation DECK HOUSE ONE far an indefinite
period in order that I FFORCEV would have "considsrable flexibility" in
the pursuit of Operation NATHAN HALE.

(2) COMUSMACV message 2217307 - requested approval from CINCPAG
for continuation of Operation DECK HOUSE ONE.
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(3) COMSEVLNTHFL?E;e?sage 2307467, - directed CTF‘“E'S to exmend

AR ¢

J @peratlon DECK HOUSE ONE through 30 June unless releasad sarlier by higher
authority. _

(4) COMUSMACV message 2612407 - recommended to CIKCPAC that Operation
DECK HOUSE ONE be terminated and Operaticn DECK HOUSE TWO be initiated with the
ARG/SIF in close support of the lst Air Cavairy Divisicn.

: (5) COMSEVEKTHFLT message 2700327 = terminated Opﬂra*lon DECK HOUSE
ONE and directed the 3LF to CHOP at 2704007 to CG, I FFORCIV,

(6) CTG 76,5 message 2706207 - directed SLF CHOP to CG I FFORCEY.

(7) CTG 79.5 messags 2706327 =~ SLF repurted OPCON to CG I FFORCEV,

(8) 1 FFORGLV message 2712457 = OPCON of SIF passed to CG, lst Air
Cavalry Division.

2, OSLF command headquarters for Operation NATHAKN HALE was located ashore with
the BLT CP initially in the vicinity {(CQ 088788) and then relccated at (IQ
072714, -

3. Task Organization. The task organization of the BLF remainéd the same as
for Operation DECK HOUSE ONE.

4, Intelligence; The Luy An arsa is charvacterizéd by Low, roliing rice paddy
areas near the coast, giving way to rugwed hills and mountains within 8,000
meters, A salt water lake, Dam O Loau, is the dominating %errain feature in
the eastern portion of the AC. Highway #1 runms through the flat area and gen-
erally follows the coast line. It i3 a hard surfaced {black t2p) all weather
road, Cross country vehicular movement is restricted due io extensive paddies,
. The railroad, which generally paralleis Highway #1 is not usable, Dominating

". peaks are: Hill 308 (CQ 060695), Hill 42 {0Q O,50%5), and Hill 172 (BQ 991683).

a. Intelligence reports indicated that the mgjor VO uniis sperating in
the area werey the 85th Bn, 328 MF Bn, K 317.h Bn, 4%h Bn 95th Regt, and the
188 NVA Regiment No substantial contart was made by ths SLF with any of the

units listed above; however, one VC stated that he was s menber of the 18B
Regiment,

5. Mission., CG, lst Air Cavalry Division assigned the xpe ial Landing Forsze
the mission of conducting search and destroy operatisons in the ab31gned area
of operation, and to establish blocking ambush positinons on principal avenues
of approach along the southern boundary of the assigned area of operations.

6, Concept of Operaticns, Thé SLF conctept of cperaticns during Operation
NATHAN HALE was to conduct search arnd destray spzrations within the assigned

. zone, to establish blocking forces along the gr:nblpal routes of enirance and
~exit along the southern boundary, to- es*5b¢13T Batrils and afSusHEs duritigT v
" hours of darkness, and to conduct socrdinated abttdtks witr 1st Alr favalry units
in the event positive enemy contacts were mads, Fire suppsrt was provided by
organic artillery units and by naval gun fire and”CAS cbhtained through the lst

Air Cavalry Division, Tactical withdrawal was L2 be conducted en release of
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OPCON by CG, I FFORCEV. " ‘

7: Execution. See enclosures (1) threugh {7), Operation Overlays, and After
Action Reports of BLT 3/5, HMM 364, and Det VMO-€,

8. Results
a, Casualties
Us So  KIA-l, WIA-1Z, MIA=O, Captured-0,
VC . KIA=lh, WIA=12, VCCwhl, VC3~19, RALLIER-.

b, Material and Food Supplies Captured cr Destroyed

(1) 186.5 tons of rice {destroyed).

(2) 1,020 rounds of small arms ammunitiosn, .
(3) 11 bocby traps.

(4) Two 8Lmm mortar shells,
(5) Two PRC=25 batterijes,
(6) Two claymore mines,

(7) Seven hand grenades,

{(8) One anti-persommel mine,
(9) Two trip flares.

9. Commander's Analysis. This analysis is concerned with these matters at
‘the Special Landing Force level, Reports on preblems sncountered and lessons
learned at the battalion and squadron level are sontained in snclosures (3)
and (6). :

a. Plamming. Planning for integration into Operation NATHAN HALE commenced
during a conference held on 26 June in the CP of the 3rd brigade, lst Air Caval=
ry Division at Dong Tre, During this conference [attendsd by COMUSMACV, CG I
FFORCEV, CG lst Air Cav Div, CIG 79.5, and CO BLT 3/57 CG, ist Alr Cavalry
Division stated that it would be desirable to relozate the boundary of the SLF
further to the south to bstter support his cpesrations., COMUSMACY concurred im=
plying that he would request OPCON of the SLF, On establisbment of the Landing
Force ashcre the following day, terminakion of DECK HOUSE ONE, and CHOP te CG,
lst Air Cav Div, a planning conference was conducted at the ist Air Cav Div Com-
mand Post (Tuy Hega North) to establish the commad relationship, fire support,
and logistic support and to ensure a smocth transition te comtrol by CG, lst
Air Cav Div. The SLF was accorded the same relaticnship as ancther brigade in .

,,,,,,,,,

the division., Fire support, logistics, and commuhications are dissussed in the
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- following paragraphe. An SIF 1faison 8
visits were made daily. No problems of any nature wsré encd
of willingness and mutual confidence prevailed,

untered and a spirit

b. Intelligence. Intelligence suppert from ths lst Alr Cavalry Division
included aerial photography, maps, and "Rsd Hawe" reportz. Intelligence support
which had been provided to the SLF during Opsration DECK HOUSE CNE by CG I
FFORCEV continued. The enemy continusd to evade contact and to exfilirate the
ared, Weather was typical for the period, with high temperatures and humidity,
and only a trace of precipitaticn,

¢, Command Relationships, Operation NATHAW HALE developed from the CG T
FFORCEV commitment of the 2/327, 10lst Airborne Division scuth of the DECK
HOUSE ONE AOA, OPCON of the SLF was passed oy GCOMSEVENTIFLT to COMUSMACV con=
current with the termination of DECK HOUSE ONE with OPOON of the SLF ultimately
passing to CG, let Air Cavalry Division.

i d; Supporting Arms. Du_mmz TETIAR ALE, Zomtrcl of SUpPOrting &rms re-
sided in the FSCC of the st Al Cav Div wiLh the SLF F5.C providing coordin-
ation of fires within the assigned AQ. Artillery support remained the =ame for
the SIF and in addition Battery C, 5/27 had the mission of general suppert re-
inforcing in the SLF AO. Naval gunfire ships, (3% Paul and I Basilone) were re-
leased by CATF to provide normal in=country support to the lst Air Cav Div
under Gun 10 procedures. HMM 364 helos continued to previde direct support to
the SLF in the AO augmented as required by CAS from in-zountry rescurces through
1st Air Cav Div F3CC. GRo problems were encountered and fire suppori was resw

 spensive to all requesta, . o .

e, Logistics, Pricr to the compietion of [ECK HOUZE ONE and the commite—
ment of the SLF to¢ NATHAN HALE, liaizon was established with Zogistics repre-
sentatives of the II Corps 1OG3UP Omd ard lst Alr (av Div to coordinste logistic
-, support requirements. An L3A containing fwo days q;jj{ of selected items of
{ | Class I, II, V, and VA wa& establic EfH‘ky toe 5 ity of Tuy An .
' Dlstrlct HeadquarteZa {cQ 109 G677}, Resupply to tn& 154 was accomplished by sur-
face means provided by the IT Corps LOGHUP Cumd., Distribution to units from the
ISA was by SLF heles, This procedure proved most satisfactery and more re-
sponsive to SLF needs than tatal”resupply from afisat,  Suppiies not held in the
LSA were provided from scsets aheerd Lhe LPH., Evacaatlon of casualties zontinued
through the USS Princeton Lo the 85th Evacwatbion Bosgitsi, Quin Naon,

f. Communications. communicaticns were maintained with the lst Air Cav Div
from the Flagship via the 1ist Air Cav command net F2, a volce FM circuit, utiliz=-
ing a PRC=25, and over CMD#3 an online teletype circuit., The existing communi-
cations between the Flagship and BLT ashore wsre ccurinued, In addition, the
BLT activated the lst Air Cav Div command net #2 and #3, wiilizing a team and
equipment provided by the lst Alr Cav Div Signal Officer, The BLT was also on
lst Air Cav Air, Naval Gunfire, and Artiliery Nets, Excellent communications
were malntalned thruugbout NATHAW HALE,

Th medizal and dental pérson=
nel of the USS PlckaWay v131ted the hamleL of Phu Tan {CQ 1.068) on 1 July.
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(1) The District Chief, Tuy An nad heard of ths SLF sivic action bsam visits

to Song Cau and was most, anx10u; 1or a local visit, Berause the vzstriet Chief
had publicized this visit, a large numbzr of Vietnsmese from surrcunding vile
lages arrived for treatmenl, The medical officers treated approximately 350
villagers for a number of allmentz, injuries; wounds, and burns, The dental
officer extracted approximatsly 250 infected teeth, Soap was distributed to
the villagers and certain medical supplies were prowided to» the U. S. Army
Medicael Corpsman attached to the Adviscory Team fur uase by the villagers, OF
the many civic action visits made by the SLF tear, this was the most enthuse
iastically receivsd,

ho Withdrawal. Althoug ¢3 1st Afr Cov Div had indisated that the time of

CHOP would be no earlier than the 2nd; the effective time »f CHOP was established

at 010800H July. At that time elaments of the BLT wers gonducting search and
destroy operations which placed them in an o Almum pozition for withAw 7

In this regards W Hour was taken as vthe hour of CHOP to QATF, The SLF,

after commitment to Opershion NATHAN HALE, was criented to tne swith of the
original AOA eonducting search and destroy operations., Disposition of forces
were such that withdrewal, with the exceplion of two rifle comparies, could

be made from one sscure area [vie (Q 0883788 sscured by elements 4L7th RYN Regt)
in the 40 to & secure beach {at Tuy Hos South seured by elements of the Log
Spt Cmd) for subseguent backloading. Withdrvawal plans provided for the initial
extraction of these companies while ths SLF was in p@Sition to provide the
necessary tactical support and cover, The Ist Alr Cavalry Division provided
the necessary cover to the SIF throughout the withdrawsal ever though the SIF
was in fact under OPCON of the CATF., This was the reverse of the process that
was followed when the SLF CHOPPED to the lst Air Cavalry Division, wherein the
CATF retained econtrol of its supperting arms until zentrol could be effsetive~
ly passed to the lst Alr Cavalry Division, 4e crilagly, at O11500H July one
company was helo lifted by HMM 364 from p041t13nq 1n the &) to lhe secure

beach at Tuy Hoa South for backloading., On 02C { Judy Ve 8. Avmy Helos
lifted one company frem the 40 to Tuy Hoa Sou*m uﬁ le HMM 364 lif:ed a second
company to the USS Princeton, The 1stAir Cava.lry Division provided motor
transport for the movement of the SLF artillery and other elements from posie
tions secursed by the lst Bn, u?th ARVN Regim:nt te by Hog South. This move
'was covered by supporting arms {(Air, NGF, Arty) of the lst Air Cavalry Division
and proceeded without ircidert, In acdltlony CATF Air support was on cne houw
call as back up, if required. Upcn departure of the convoy, 4he remaining ele=
ments within the SIF/BLT CP were lifted tﬁ the U35 PL: wweton Wy HMM 364, and
by 021515H July backloading was completed and the SIF reccmailtuted aboard

ARG shipping. ' '

% wH

10, Comments on Enslosures (3} through (7).  The Zollowing comments are made to
clarlfy or amplify certain statements, opinions, and recormendations eontained
in' the After Action Reports of BLYT 3/5 and HMM 347,

(&), Enci (3) and Item
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(1) TACLOG cperations an

sidered satisfactory in all but a few isolated cases, Roubtine resupply was
normally planned for late afternccn delivery to facilitate better utilization

of helicopters for tactical deployment of units during the day. Emergency re=

supply was minimal and presented no problems, Resupply items were staged on

~the flight deck of the LPH immediately upon receipt of requests from the BLT

o
i ,
o

ashorefi however, there were occasions when helicopter resupply missions were
launched out of pre-planned sequences This caused some delay in loading, but
was not considered e. cessive, oSome delay is automatically inherent when sup-
plies are moved from the flight deck staging area and loaded aboard helicop=

ters, This would also be applicable in an LSA &shore. Jontimuing emphasis
is placed on the requirement to return excess or unuseable Ztems during re-
turn flights from BIT positions, The establishment of an LSA ashore during

Tt is considered that the recommendation £o estabiish an
ashore for those operations in excess of five days is a sound proposal how=—
ever, for shorter operaticns or if flexibility of movement is réguiréd, supply
directly from ships to using units has been determined tc be a sound practice.
With a minimum of two days supply of selectsd items »f class I, TI, TI[, and

V positioned in this LSA, respomse time would be lessensd and the cverall™ =~
effectiveness materiallv increased both From the point of view of helicopter
employment and ease of control by the BLT. T ST

p. Selections of Tanding Zones., f(Item 2, &acl 4)) Selection of landing
zones involves consideration of both the grouna and hsiiscpter commanders, Em=

phasis will be placed on the coordination required betwesn the ground and heli-"
copter elements in order to select landing zones which are both tactieaily
sound and yet meet helicopter standards, )

¢o Communications

(1) (Ttem 3, enel (4)) It was recogn
tactical net for coc.axmation and control of helicopter cperations is unaccept-
able. This situation obtained due to shortage of PRC=25 radices in BLT 3/50

The establishment of a BLT Command Net will eliminate this problem. BLT 3/5
received a full allowance of PRC=25 radios subsequent to this cperation.

(2) (Para 6£(2), éncl (3)) The monoblecks and electrolite are cur-
rently on order and when réceived will bring the BLT up to its operational T/E
level. In addition, the Special Landing Force has received approval from
FMFPAC to hold twenty (20) BB 451's and two (2) PP 4567/VU to be utilized in
support of future BLI's. ) )

(3) (Para 6£(5), %?cl (3)) It is planned for future cperations to
assign a frequency for a BLT Command Net to facilitate the passing of adminig=
trative traffic and 00n§?g§,g§9 coordination of helicopter resupply missions.

iy VLR A

(L) (Para 7b(2), glcl "(3)) With the employment of the An/FRC 25 radics
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it is anticipated that this problem will be alleviated, .
(5) (Para 7e(l), encl (3)) These frequency assignnents were made by

I FFORCEV, Every effort is made during planning to insure separate freguencies

for all SLF nets., If separate freqpencles are net avallable close coordination,

to minimize operational 1ntprference9 is the only qulatLono
(6) (Para 7c(2), @l {3)) Do not concur that the AN/PRC 47 is un=

satisfactory for use on the Naval Gun Fire Spot for all of the reasons stated.

The light weight of the PRC-25 is the major factor in its favory for this rea-

son it should be gonsidered as a possible replacement for all man-pack radios,

The AN/PRC 47 was used throughout the operation on sther nets withoul problems

and it can be used for ccmmun1catlons whlle on Lhe move 1f ncﬂessawy

(7) (Para 7c¢(3), encl (3)) During future cperations when problems are
developing and it is believed due to equipment drifiting off frequency net con=
trol will tune to the AN/PRC 47. With the addition of BB 451's and reﬂhargmg ‘
capabilities provided the SIF prior problems with the AN/PRG 47 will be mini-
mized to a large extent by utilization of fully uharged ratteries,

(8) (Para 7c(4), eact (3)) The USS Princewon is aware of ex;stlng
problems with HF equipment, remotes, antenna locations, and employment. The
ship is making every effort to enhance communications while at sea and durlng
overhaul periods,

(9) (Para 7c(5), encl {3)) A limited number of FM frequencies are
available to the SLF for a.l operations and some interferense cannct be elimine
ated due to distance separation of units and MCS separation., Prior %o assign-
ing frequencies to units the tactical, administrative,; and frequent usage are
given much consideration so as to minimize interferenge., .

d. Identificabion of Friendly Positions. (Tiem 4, ®aci {4)) Concur in the
recommendation that positive means must be utilized for arking enemy and friend- .
ly positions., The established procedures set forth in SLF OpQrd 328-6% will be

emphasized,

e. Fire Support Coordination Center {Para Toll), 200l {(3)3

(1) The procedure utilized during DECK HUUSE ONE provided for the SACC
upon receipt of artillery or naval gunfire missions to pass this information
immediately to HDC who in turn glerted all aircraft of the nature of the fire
so that helicopters could stay glear of the gun targst iine, The instances of
helicopters flying through these gun target llned were few, and p0351bl; re=

sulted from a delay in BLT FSCC reporting fires fo SACC, Pilot error in fail-
ing to stay clear of the designated areas was alsc 2 contributing fastor,

(2) It is conasidered that the established procedures are scund but re=
guire proper and rapid execution by all agencies to ensure success, This will
be re-emphasized in forthcoming training exereises,
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Naval Gunfire.

(1) (Pars 7o(6), gact (3)) Concur that close in fires stould be

under control of the BLT., "The concern QfVSACC;EQ§Lqpt:9§gmtthg;ggf@ty;piwthg;f

unit requesting the fires, but rather wi{th the safety of othsr friendly units

in ad
units

j

acent areas (e.go 47th RVN Regt, Local, Eegional, and Special Forces

» In future operations SACC will econtin '3 to epprove missions by re=

=4 o R S "
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5750
Ser:dolas 66
31 Aug 1966

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on SLF ltr 3/BSM/lpp over 5750, Ser: 0012-66
dtd 9Augéb

From: Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphiblous Brigade, FMF
Tos Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO3D)

via: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Command Chronology; submission of

l. Forwarded. x
mmcgu Jr.
Chief of gtaff
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HEADQUARTERS
Smecial landing Force
USS Princton (LPH=5)

FPO San Francisco 96601

Ser: 0012<66
9 Aug 1966

SECRET-NOFCRN

From: Commanding Officer

To: Commandant of the Mariné Corps (Code AO3D)

Via: (1) Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade,  FMF
(2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Cammand Chronology for period 5 Jul - 4 Aug 1966; sutmission of

Ref: (a) MCO 5750,2
(b) Brig0 5750.1
(e¢) CG FMFPac msg 2619502 July

Enclt il Command Chronology = SLF
~Jted sepp(2) ~Command Chronology = HLT L2 Jpd = Gy
« v (3)-Command Chronology - HMM el -4 Qo
L) SLPF After Action Report - Opms DECK HOUSE II and HASTINGS

1. In accordance with references (a) through (c), the Command Chronology
for the Special landing Force is submitted herewith as enclosures (1)
through (4).

2. The period covered begins on 5 July due to the extended period
covered by the previous Command Chronology. The period for this Command
Chronology was extended through 4 August in order to include the rotation
of BLT 3/5 in-country on 1 August and reconstitution of the SLF in the
new ARG Shipping at Subic Bay .on 3 August.

Vg piron
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SPECIAL LANDING FORCE
COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1. Organizational Data.
a, Designation., The Special Landing Force had the Task Designator
of Task Group 79.5. ‘
b, Composition, The Special lLanding Force was composed of the
following:
5 July = 4 August 1966
SIF - Col R. A. BRENNEMAN
BLIT 3/5 = LtCol E. J. BRONARS
HMM 363 - LtCol J. MCGOUGH
c. Locations. Thé Special Landing Force was embarked aboard the
Amphibiocus Ready Group, consisting of the USS Princeton (LPH=5), USS
Pickaway (APA 222), and the USS Alamo (ISD 22).
d, Average Monthly Strength.
SLF STAFF: USMC OFF - 103 USMC ENL = 20
BLT USMC OFF ~ 643 USMC ENL - 1570; USN OFF - 63 USN ENL - 70
HMM USMC OFF - 563 USMC ENL - 1743 USN OFF - 13 USN ENL - 3
e. Commanding Officer and Staff
R. A. BRENNEMAN, Colonel Commanding Officer
T. BE. GLEAZ(T, Lt. Colonel Executive Officer
L. M. DUFFY, ILt. Colonel Swl/Sedy
D. R. BRIMMER, Lt. Colonel S=3 (14 July 1966)
H. B. CROSBY III, Major S=3, Asst S=3 (14 July 1966)
E. W. IOCXARD, Ma jor S=2 (5=26 July 1966)
C. ALBANS, Captain Asst S=2 (5=6 July 1966)
J. L. CONWAY, Captain Asst S=2 (5-=10 July 1966)
SECRET-NOFORN
1 fnclosure (1)
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R. A, AYERS, Captain '  CommO
~ B. S. MCKENNA, lst Lieutenant . Alr Observer/Asst 5-3

D. C, SCHULTZ 2nd Lleutenant S 7 Asst S-A
C. G. 0SGOOD, 2nd Lieutenant st -2, 5.2 (26 hily 1966)

2, Chronology of Slgnlflcant Events Durlnglﬁhe Perlod 5 July to
L Mugnst 1966. o

as. The follow1ng events relate the act1v1t1es of the Spe01al Landlng
Force during the perlod reporked, Detailed information on BLT 3/5 and
HMM 363 is shewn in the approprlate subordinate command chronologles,
enclosurss (2),andu(3) and in enclosure (h) the After Action Report
for OperatiorsDECK HOUSE IT and HAFmTwiﬁ;';Tnnendix A contains a5 1ist of

aporopriate I;ferences, _

be 515 July 1965,

(1) On 5 July 1966, the ARG/SLF was in Subic Bay, #. I, for
maintenance and tralnlng ashore after Operatlons DECK HOUSZ I and NATHAN
HALE,

(2) On 6 July Brigadier General RYAN, CTF 79, and members of
his staff visited CTG 79.5 and CIG 76 5. "General RYAN was briefed on
the conduct of OperationsDECK HOUSE T and NATHAN HALE and he presented
Purple Hearts to the wounded from these operations,

(3) On this same date a team of two officérs and seven enlisted
arrived firom 9th MAB to assist the SIF in resupply, ordnance and elec-
tronic areas. This team assisted the BLT in the receipt of AN/PRC-25
radios and related equipment and picked up the replaced radios for
return to 9th MAB, No other significant supply/maintenance problems
were encountered by the team during this visit,

" (L) During the period 9 through 12 July the SLF maintained
liaison with III MAF for possible operations in the I CTZ, RVN, On
13 July CTC 79.5 and staff representives proceeded to RVN to effect
liaison witn CG, III MAF, CG 3rd MarDiv, OG, 1lst MAW for operations in
I CTZ, RUN.” Personal liaison continued through 15 July and included
coordination with Task Force Delta Headquarters at Cam Lo and the U. S.
advisors of the Quang Tri Sector’and Goi Tinh District for the forth-
coming special operations in RVN, _

(5) The ARG/SIF departed Subic Bay, R P, on 13 July arriving

off Danang, RXN on 14 July in preparation for OperatlonsDECK HOUSE II
and HASTINGS. ,

1 CG IIT MAF msg 1207157 July - requested SLF oupportlng operation
commencing 16 July.

a%* COMSEVENTHFLT msg lhl?hZZ July =~ directed the SLF to conduct Oper=
ation DECK HOUSE II, .

2 SECRET=-NCFCORN
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(6) From 12-15 Julv, the 9th T/IAB B Ordnance Offlcer Jt MADDEI
conferred with the SIF concerning SIF ammnition requirements
and usage data.

(7) Lt SMITH, 9th MAB Jupu*qa CVﬁfGRIGFS 9th MAB Personnel
Officer reported to the SLF for teunporary duty for ‘Operation DECK
HOUSE II.

c, 16 July = 2 August 1966,

(1) On 1¢ July the ARQ/SIF commenced Operatlon DECK "HOUSE II in
the area of Dong Ha, Quang Tri Province, I CTZ, RVN (vic YD 2561). The
operation terminated on 18 July - .hen the SLF chopped to CG III _MAF for

employment in Operation.HASTINGS under OpCon.Task Force Delta.s

(2) 0n'18 July, Vice Admiral HYLAND, COUSEVENTHFLT visited
CTG 79.5 and 7.5 aboard USS Princeton and BLT 3/5 CP.ashore.

(3) On 24 July Brigadier General ENGLISH, CG, Task Force Delta,
and Colonel THUONG, Commander, 1st ARVN Division v151ted CTG 79.5 and
CTG 76.5 aboard the USS Princeton, :

(4) "On 27 July Major General ROBERTSHAW, CG, lst MAW, and
Colonel HUNT, CO, MAG—lé, visited CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 aboard the Uss
Princeton, _ e - e _ -

(5) On 27 July MaJor CROSBY, SIF Asst s-3, departed for Subic
Bay for planning Exercise HILLTOP VI and to éffect liaison with COM=
NAVPHIL and BLT 1/26 for Exercise HILLTOP VI, ILiaison was also effected
with the USS Iwo Jima for transfer of the SLF Headquarters from PRINCETON
to TWO JIMA.

(6) The SIF reverted to OpCon CTG 76.5 on 29 July and commenced
backloading aboard assigned ARG shipping. Backloading was completed on
30 July and the ARG/SIF.departed for Chu lai, RVN to offload BLT 3/5.

(7) On 31 July, Major Gemeral FIEIDS, CG, lst MarDiv, greeted
BIT 3/5 and visited CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 a%Oﬂrd the USS Princeton,

(8) Offloading of BLT 3/5 commenced on 31 July and was ccmpleted on

2 Mgust with OpCon passing to CG, 11T MAb at the completion of off=
loading.

(9) The SLF/ARG départed for Subic Bay, R.'P. on 2 August and
BLT 1/26 chopped to CTG 79.5 at 021200H August 1966,

(10) The SIF Staff commencéd the transfer from PRINCETON to
IO JIMA upon arrival in Subic Bay, R. P. on 3 August. The staff trans-
fer was accomplished by helo within four hours and on the morning of
4 August thz SLF was reconstituted with BLT 1/26 and EMM 363 embarked in
the ARG shippings IWO JIMA, VANCOUVER and THOMASTON.

3 COMSEVENTHFLT msg 1417427 July - directed SLF to chop to CG, IIT MAF
when firmly established ashore.

4 CTIG 79.5 nsg OhO5hOZ August - reported reconstitution of SIF to CTF 79.

3 SECRET-NOFORN
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LIST OF REFERENCES

1, CG III MAF message 1207152 July which requested SIF supporting

onerations commencing 16 July.

2, COMSEVENTHFLT message 1417427 July which directed ﬁhe SLF to cone

duct Operation DECK HOUSE II. - o

3. CIG 79.5 message 150LALZ July (Frag Order Number One for Operation

DECK HOUSE IT to CIG 79.5 OpPlan 3{28—66),7; ) o '

4. Command Chronology - BLT 3/5.

5, Command Chronology - HMM 363,

6. SLF After Action Report - Operation DECK HOUSE II and HASTINGS.
Appendix A R
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HEADQUARTERS
Special Landing Force
USS PRINCETON %IPHME)
FPFO San Francisco 96601
Cl:RAB: jds
Ser: 009-46
27 July 1966

SECRET=NOFORN

From: Commanding Officer

To: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Seventh Fleet

Subj: Combat After Action Heperts, Operations DECK HOUSE TWO and
HASTINGS

Encls + (1) Operation Overlay DECK HOUSE TWC | . e, vwscl
(2)__ Operation Overlay HASTINGS

L *(3) BLT 3/5 After Action Report, DECK HOUSE TWO and HASTINGS
“wio on{h)  HMM 363 After Action Report, DECK HOUSE TWO and HASTINGS

1. The subject reports are submitted-herewith.: For-olarity -or ¢ LS
and ease of reference the SLF basic report is covered in two parts, Part
I, the After Action Report for Operation DECK HOUSE TWO, and Part II the
After Action Report for Operation HASTINGS.

2. Enclosures (1) through (4) amplify this report. Comments on appropriate
portions of the BLT and HMM After Action Reports, enclosures (3) and (4),
are contained in paragraph 1l0g Part IT of this report.

PART I COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT CPERATION DECK HOUSE TWO
Hap Reference: AM3 7014, 1:50,000 Sheets 6342 I, II, 6442 I, III, IV,

1. Operation DECK HOUSE TWO was a unilateral amphibious operation combining
surfac?hﬁrne and haliborne assault forces and conducted in accordance with
HWP=22 (A

2. This operation was conducted in the area of Dong Ha, Quang Tri Province,
I CTZ RVN (vic YD 2561). The operation commenced on 16 July 1966 at 0630H
with the landing of surface assault forces on Blue Beach (YD 319727) and

& helo lifted assault force in IZ STORK (YD 290701) three miles inland,

The operation terminated at 1723002 when the SIF chopped to CG III MAF for
employment in Operation HASTINGS under CPCON Task Force Delta,

3. Command headquarters for Operation DECK HOUSE TWO was located aboard
the USSE PRINCETON (LPH=5),
Ls Task Organization.

SPECIAL LANDING FCRCE (LANDING FORCE) = Col R. A. BRENNEMAN

HMM 363 = LtCol J. MCGOUGH
BLT 3/5 - LtCol E. J. BRONARS

5. Intelligence.

a, The objective area is characterized by poorly drained low lands
terminating at the coastline in a wide belt of massive dunes, The coast-
line consists of low, sandy shore interrupted by mouths of rivers and
lagoons, A narrow transitional zone of rounded hills parallels the coaste
line 15 to 20 miles inland and separates the lowlands from the Annam

1 SECHET=MNOFORN
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET=NOFORN

Yountains, Trafficability is fair to poor throughcut the area, becoming
extremely difficult during heavy rains, Highway 1 runs north and south
about 10 miles inland, Highway 9 commences at Dong Ha (YD 239608) and
runs west,

b, Key terrain featurss are the Hieu Giang and Thaeh Han rivers
which form the Cua Viet river at YD 267625 and from there runs to the sea.
The dune belt which extends inland 2.4 miles consists mostly of sandy
ridges up to 20 feet in height with patches of dry land crops,

¢, Blue Beach (YD 319727) is a straight beach extending in a northweste
southeast direction, and is 600 meters long. The beach averages 155 yards
in width, Composition is soft safid, but firm when wet., The beach gradient
of the foreshore is 1:35, low water line to one fathom is 1356, 1 to 2
fathoms is 1:43. The 6 fathom contour is approximately 2.5 miles from the
beachline, The beach is obstructed by two submerged *~ngshore sandbars,
lecated 40 to 60 yards and 19C to 270 yards off the low water line,
Trafficability was fair to poor on dunes,

d. Fre-D«Day intelligence reports indicated that the 324th B Division
CP, the 90th regiment, the 812th regiment and the 803rd regiment were
located in a mountainous complex 20 miles inland. Only local force platoons
were reported to be operating within the ACA.

e, Ho substanbial contact was made with any known organized elements
during the operation. Resistance ashore consisted of sporadic small arms
sniper fire,

6, Mission. As directed by COMSEVENTHFLT message 1417427 July (Initiating
Directive) the mission of the Landing Force was to oconduct a search and
destroy amphibiocus operation against VC,NVA forces in the amphibious ob-
jective area in Quang Tri Province, RV and establish a beach support ares
in order to assist CG IIT MAF within I C7Z7,

7. Concept of Operation. Operation DECK HOUSE TWU was a unilateral
amphibious operation conducted by the ARG/SIF, The operation was planned
as a seven to tean day search and destroy operation., The concept provided
for the S5LF to conduct simultanecus helicopterborne and surface landings
to conduct search and destroy operationsi to establish a beach support
area in order to assist III MAF in I CTZ, and to conduct a tactical with-
drawal. Fire support was provided by the organic artillery of the BLTj
HGF consisting of one DD and one LSMR; and CAS from lst MAW.

2, Execution., Uperstion DECK HOUSE TWO was executed in accordance with
CTG 79.5 Operation Order 328=-66 supplemented with a Frag Order published
for this operation, See enclosures (3) and (4}, After Action Reports of
BLT 3/5 and HMM 363, for details of execution.

9., Results,
a. GCasualties.

Jo 5. HONE
Vo . KIA =3

2 SECRET=NOFCHN
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b. Materiel Captured.

1 pistol, Smith and Wesson .38 Caliber

1 Mauser rifle, 7.92mm {Chinese Nationalist copy)

1 Mely rifle, U.S., 7.62mm

1 Submachine gun, French MiJ49 9mm

1 Submachine gun, Soviet FPSHMI9A1 (ChiComm type 50)
2 Submachine guns, U.S. M3A1 (Crease gun)
1
9
2
1

Bayonet (U.S. M4)
Magazines for French MI9LS submachine gun
Drum magazines for Soviet PPSHMI941 (Burp gun)
J.5. BAR magazine

310 rounds small arms ammuniticn

5 Blocks THT, (1 1b)

1 Hand grenade (U.S. fragmentation)

19, Cewswsnders Analysis, This analysis is limited to those matters at the
Special Landing Force level. BLT and squadron level matters are discussed
in their respective reports, enclosures (3} and (4).

a., Flanning,

(1) The planning for Operation DECK HOUSE TWO was characterized
by an extremely brief period in which to conduct necessary coordinstien,
effect liaison, and mublish and issve reruired orders: the abeve was come-
pleted in two days, :

(2) Vlanniny was iaitistod on receipt of CG II1 MAF message
120715Z July which requested use of the SLF/ANG commencing 16 July. CTG
79,5 accompanied by staff representativer and TG 76,5 representative de-
parted for Danang on 13 July and effected liaison with CG III MAF, CG
3rd Marine Division, CG lst Marine Aircraft Wing, CG, Task Force Delta and
the Quang Tri 3ector and Goi Linh District Advisors during the period 13=14
Ju J.,}" s

(3) During the initial liaison the following significant details
were accomplished:

(a) Aerial reconnaissance was conducted of the tentative AOA
as well as other possible areas of operations.

(b) Procurement of maps of area,

(¢) Communication frequencies assigned and coordinated.

(d) Determination made of the enemy order of battle in arsa.
(e) Pertinent Task Force Delta orders obtained.

(f) Determination of where captured VC and VCS would be pro=
cessed.

(g) Information on arc light strikes,

‘hY roordination on czsualty evacustion,

(i) Information wa <ot Pl ol Lie cupiorl peeovided by lstlAW,
7 s y I . P o
(3} Provisions for crergency reaction force hetwesn the SLF

and adjacent units,
3 SECRET=NOFORN
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(k) Establishment of command relatlonshlps as prov1ded for
by NWP 22(A).

(1) Provisions for loglstlc support by III MAF 1f requlred

following commands B
(a) TIITI MAF.
(b) 3rd MarDiv.
(¢) Task Force Delta.
(d) 1st ARVN Div,
(e) District Headquarters Gio Linh.

b. Intelligence. Prior to the operatlon, 1iaison was established with
TIT MAF and arrangements were made for maps, aerial photography, ITT and
TAO missions,

(1) Intelligence material provided by I1I1 MAF was accurate and’
included, Road and Bridge overlaysj; beach exits and obstacle overlays;
enemy act1v1ty overlay; and leaflets,

(2) The enemy exhibited the ablllty to evade contact and ex~-
filtrate the area of operations. Weather was typical for the period, with
high temperature and humidity. '

c. Command Belationships., Operation DECK HOUSE TWO was a unilateral
amphibious operation with command relationships in accordance with NWP
22(A)/IFM~01,

d. Logistics. Prlor to commencement of Operatlon DECK HOUSE TWO
liaison was established with III MAF to coordinate additional logistic
support if required., Logistie support for Operation DECK HOUSE TWO was
provided solely from the assets of SILF. All supplles were delivered

directly to units ashore by helo from ARG shipping. Logistic support to
the BLT ashore was adequate and responsive to requirements with minimal
expenditures of all classes of supply.

e, GCivic Action,

One Civic Action visit was planned for 18 July, but was cancelled
due to OPCON passage of the SLF to Task Force Delta and subsequent re-
positioning ~° BLT 3/5 from the original aUA.,

f. Psychological Warfare.

As a result of liaison effected with District Chief, Gio Linh, it
was determined that there was no necessity for BJU employment or the
dropping of leaflets during DECK HOUSE TWO. Both of these capabilities
were available if their need had become evident.

g. ~ Comminications,

(1) 411 communications nets were actlvated at H-1 on D-Day with
no delay and were maintained throughout Operation DECK HOUSE TWO with
minimum outage. Radio relay was established at H plus 15 on DeDay, This

- , — - SECRET-NOFORN
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circuit consisted of an AN/MRC-62 van ashore and an AN/GRC~10 aboard ship.

The radio relay remained in operation throughout ‘the operation and again
proved to be the major means of commun;catlons between BLT and Hgs SLF.

(2) The increased range of the AN/PRC=-25 radio series over the
AN/PRC=-8,9 and 10 series has greatly enhanced the command and control of
the BLT by the SIF commander. Interference by other stations was en-
countered on all nets for sheort perieds of time and in some instances the
duration of the cperation, This problem eoculd not be eliminated due to
.05 MCS separation of frequencies, the large number of frequencies assigned
within I CTZ and the numerous frequsncies assigned to units within the
area of operation. A partial solution to this problem was accomplished
by close supervision of radic operators, radic transmission discipline,
reduction in radic nets to individual commands, reducticn in message
traffic, and elimination of repeats of messages when initially understood.

(3) Communications problems were encountered between ground
elements and the helicopters on various occasions, With the recent in-
troduction of the AN/PRC=25 intc WestPac and the minimum communications
problems between ground units over extended distances gives reason to
conclude that the helicopters FM radios are possibly in need of a close
maintainence check,

(4) The USS PRINCETCON radios assigned to the SLF were unsatis=
factory for this short operation, Both FM and HF circuits had continuous
problems. The ship experienced numercus coupler problems on the two HF
circuits and the FM circuit was never operational. Back up equipment
erected on the flight deck was utilized throughout the operation to ensure
adequate communications. The PRINCETON has been made aware of these
problems,

(5) The two AN/PR("-—J'?’" and T dvm arnar-tor neovided hy fhe uhmh
MAE on a temporary ba {d ' :

unications for the lisi: Y - :
relieved the BLT of pzav¢d1nw Qad1ﬁ1ongﬁ eoulnnbn+ and operutors,

Y
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PART II: Combat After Actlon Report Operatlon HASTINGS ‘_'

1. Operation HASTINGS was a search and destroy operatlon in whlch the Spec1al
Landing Force operated under the OPCON of Task Force Delta. Operatlon HASTINGS
was being conducted concurrently with Operation DECK HOUSE IT and upon termin-

ation of DECK HOUSE II OPCON of the SpeC1al Landlng Force passed to CG Task
Force Delta.

SECRET=NOFORHN

follows: T - T T

a. Messages which resulted in the passege'of OPCON to CG TF Delta are as

(1) COMSEVENTHFLT lhl7h22 - Inltlatlng Dlrectlve, directed SLF when
firmly established ashore to CHOP to CG III LAF R

(2) CTIG¢ 79.5 1712452 - Reported landlng force flrmly establlshed
ashore and recommended termination of amphibious operation.

(3) Crg 76.5 1712477 - Terminated amphibious phase DECK HOUSE II
and directed SLF CHOP to GG III MAE effectlve 1723002.

(4) CIG 79.5 l?%}%??,‘ Reported +oe6PCO!

172300Z.

(5) ©G III MAF  171426Z - Upon reporting to CG III MAF for OPCON SLF
further assigned OPCON to 3rd Marine Division.

(6) CG 3rdMarDiv_ 1715357 - Requested CTG 79.5 report to CG TF Delta.

(73 CTG 79.5 171638Z - Reported to OPCON TF Delta effective 17230027,

(8) CG TF Delta l720lOZ - CG TF Delta assumed OPCON CTG 79.5 effective

172300Z.

2i SLF command headquarters for 6feratioﬁJﬁﬂéIIﬁG§i%ere‘Iooetedweeﬁore initially
with the BLT CP vic YD 310728 then subsequently relocated vic YD 075605,

3. Task Organization. The task organization of the SLF was unchanged from that
for Operation DECK HOUSE IX.

4. Intelligence : T

a. The objective area comprises a section of the lesser heights of the Annam
Mountains located in the Cam Lo District of Quang Tri Province. The area consists
mostly of steep, rugged mountainous terrain covered with dense vegetation., The
valley of the Song Cam Lo river forms the southern boundary of the objective area,
with Highway 9 paralleling the course of the river in close proximity to its
southern shore. Vehicular movement (tracked and wheeled) is impossible due to
the steep terrain and dense vegetation. Key terrain feature is Dong Ha mountain
(549 meters) located at YD 019593.

b, Preliminary 1ntelllgence reports indicated that the 324th B Division

(NVA) CP with subordinate reglments the 90th 812th 803rd operatlng 1n7the Cam

Lo = Dong Ha area.
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5. iiission. The m1381on a531gned was to conduct seeroh and destroy operatlons B

within a551gned TAOR and search Arc Light strike areas in zone.

6. Concept of Operatlons.' “The con pt of operatlons prov1ded for helollftlng
all elements of BLT 3/5 from positions within the AOA to landing zones in the
TACR assigned by TF Delta. The BLT was then to conduct search and destroy oper-
ations within the TAOR., Phase lines ard zones of action were assigned as pri-
mary tactical control measures. Fire support was prov1ded by artillery of TF
Delta augmenteé by the 105mm HowBtry of BLT 3/5, and air support by PFirst Marine
Aircraft Wing. HMM 363 aircraft were prov1ded to MAG 16 as requested on a daily
basis. Helo support for all committed battalions including BLT 3/5 were then
provided for by MAG 16,

7. Ixzcution., See enclosures (l) through (A),Voperatlon overlays and After :W
Action Keports of BLT 3/5 and HMM 363.

8. Results B - . — - : SR
a. Casualties

U.5. KIA 52 WIA 165 MIL O  Captured O

ve KIa 155 KIA(PI‘Ob) 167 WIA 12 WIA(Prob) L5
EVA Captured 7

‘b, Material and Supplies Destroyed or Captured. (See enclosure (3))

9, Commander!s Analysis., This analysis 1s limited to those matters at the
Special Landing Force level, BLT and Squadron level reports are discussed in
their respective reports, enclosures (3) and (4).

& Planning

(1) Prior to and during Operation DECK HOUSE II, close liaison, joint
briefings, and coordination were effected with the CG 3rd Marine Division and
CG Task Force Delta in anticipation of possible OPCON shift to CG TF Delta and
subsequent employment 1n Operatlon HASTINGS. At the Task Force Delta brleflng

......

ance of the operation was stressed at this meetlngo CG 3rd Marine Division also
stated a postive requirement for the SIF to participate in Operation HASTINGS,

(2) As a result of this meeting, detailed plans were developed with
CG TF Delta for the integration of the SLF into Operation HASTINGS. These plans
included tentative selection of landing zones and objectives. This was followed
by a detailed aerial reconnaissance of the assigned TAOR for confirmation of the
objectives and landing zones. Plans also included provisions for fire support,
logistic support, communications and the necessary coordinating measures to en-
sure an_orderly tran51tlon when OPCON shlfted to TF Delta.

(3) An SLF liaison offlcer was a551gned to TF Delta, and in addition
daily staff visits were conducted.

7 SECRET -NOFORN
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b, Intelligence. Task Force Delta provided intelligence support d1rectly
to BLT 3/5 throughout Operation HASTINGS 1nclud1ng maps and SPAR reports.

c. Command Relationships. The LF operated under OPCON of CG TF Delta untll
released on 300715Z at which time OPCON reverted to CATF (CTG 76.5).

d. Logistics
(1) Initial liaison with TF Delta established procedures whereby the
majority of logistic support would be prov1ded from_in-country resources of Task

Force Delta. Only limited medical supplles were reqsgsted and provided to BLT
3/5 from SLF assets, . _ — et __ I -

(2) On the night of 22-23 July a TF Delta emergency resupply request for
600 rounds (DODAC C-222 ctg) 8lmm HE ard 600 rounds (DODAC C-704 ctg) L.2" PR was
received, This ammunition was immediately transported by helicopters of the SLF
directly to BLT 2/1.

(3) Casualty evacuation of BLT 3/5 personnel was coordinated through
TF Delta facilities. Casualty reporting for SLF was accomplished by the SLF CRCC.
An SLF liaison NCO was established at Delta Med at Dong Ha in order to assist in
expediting reports of casualties to the SLF CRCC aboard the LPH. In addition
dally visits were. made to the TF Delta CRCC locatlon at Phu Bal and the hospital

e, Communications L .

(1) On being CHOPPED to Task Force Delta, the SLF established communi-
cations contact on Task Force Delta TAC #1 (FM) with an AN/PRC-25 radio, This
net remained in operation the duratlon of Operatlon'HASTINGS ’

(2) A liaison net (SSB) was established between Task Force Delta CP
(SLF Liaison Officer), the SIF, and BLT 3/5. This net proved beneficial for
passing administrative trafflc and relleved some of the burden from the tactlcal
nets, - :

(3) Outage time of the above nets was mlnlmai and there was no backlog '
in message traffic, L T

f. Air Observation. The SLF air observer was &ssigned to the 4th Marines
Air Observation Section at Phu Bai on 19 July. The AO's flew in support of
Task Force Delta, with Cl-D aircraft and pilots provided by the 220th Army Avi-

ation Company. The air observers were used primarily for control of strike air

in support of Marine ground units.
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10, Comments on Enclosures (3) and (1) -
to clarify or amplify certain statements, oplnlons, and recommendatlons
contained in the After Actlon Report of BLT43/5 and HMM 3630,>

a. Artillery. (Par 7a(2)(d), Encl (3)) The conduct of Fire Net
should not be utilized for admlnlstratlve trai‘flco Thls w1ll be empha31zed
in future operations, B _

b. Air. (Par 7¢, Enéi 3))

(1) Concur with the recommendatlo Every effort will be made to
improve fire support coordination, air support requests, and the ‘coordination
between the BLT F3CC and the SACC. landing Force representatlves will be

utilized in the SAGC to ensure satlsfactory coordlnatlon.

Ce Communlcatlons.

(1) Par 6d(l)(e) Encl (3) A copy y of COI was requested from Task
Force Delta, but none were available. Call signs and frequencies of units
participating in Operation HASTINGS were obtained by copying those required
from the 34 Marine D1v131on ‘COI.

(2) Par 6d(_)(f), ‘Encl (3) ‘Do not concur that all HF nets be re-
placed by FM nets. This 1s not considered feasible due to the large number
of subscribers presently requiring more FM frequencies than are available,
Also the AN/PRC-25 does not have as great a range as the AN/PRC-47.

(3) Par 6d(3)(b), Enel (3), Do not concur that the AN/PRC-47 be
replaced by the AN/PRC-25 due to rugged terrain, intense heat, and additional
complications caused by battery recharglng and resupply. Experlence with the
AN/PRC-47 radio indicated that it is a satisfactory radio for long distance
communications, and when properly employed will provide satisfactory commun-
ications under adverse conditions.

(4) Par 7c(1)(c), Encl (3). Do not concur. It is not always poss-
ible to determine in advance if the tactlcal | situation will provide ideal

terrain with units disposed such that they will be within the range capablllfy
of the AN/PRC-25.

d. BLT Coxmander!s Analysis. (Par 8 Encl (3))

(1) The analy81s made by the BLT Commander Should prov1de excellent
information for future SLF operations against NVA forces. Significant areas
included: positive location of friendly frontlines and positions; the
immediate need for supporting arms; the necessity for positive and quick
reactions to ambushes; the value of friendly ambushesj and the requirement to

minimize the number of helicopter resupply missions to preclude pinpointing
unit positions.,




DECLASSIFIED

«

®

5/MCD/zrap

SECRET NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal o
respondence
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Tos Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AQO3D)

Subj: Command chronology for the period 5-31 August 1966;
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HEADGUARTERS
Special landing Force 66 W‘! 65
USS Iwo Jima (LFH=2)
FPO San Francisco 96601
3/B5H/1pp
5750
Ser: 00L6=66
SECHET=-NOFURH
From: Commanding Officer
Tot Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AQ3D)
Via: (1) Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMFFac
(2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Cormmand Chronolegy for the period 5=31 August 19653 submission of

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2
(b) Brig0 5750.1A
(¢) CG, FMFPac msg 261950Z Jduly
gncl: (1) Command Chronology = SLF
(2) Command Chronology = BLT 1/26 e
(3) Command Chronclogy = HMM 363 .-
(4} SIF After Action Report - Operations DECKHOUSE ITI, Phase I and II

1. In accordance with references (a) through (c), the Command Chronology
for the Spedial landing Foree is submitted herewith as enclosures (1)
through (4).

2. The peried covered begins on 5 August due to the extended perics
covered by the previcus Command Chronologye.
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SPECIAL LANDING FORCE
Command Chronology

1. Organizational Data.

a. Designation., The Special Landing Force had the Task Designator
of Task Group 79.5.

b, Composition. The Special landing Force was composed of the
following

5.-31 August 1966

SIF = Col R. A. BRENNEMAN

BLT 1/26 - LtCol A. A. MONTI
HMM 363 - LtCol J. MCGOUGH .
c. Locations. The Special Landing Force was embarked aboard the

Amphibious Ready Group, consisting of the USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2), USS
Vancouver (LPD-2), and the USS Thomaston (1SD-28).

d. Average Monthly Strength.
SLF Staff: USMC Off - 10; USMC Enl - 18
BLT: USMC Off = 67; USMC Enl - 16483 USN Off - 83 USN Enl - 91

HMM: USMC Off - 573 USMC Enl - 1753 USN Off - 13 USN Enl - 3

e, Commanding Officer and Staff.

R. A. BRENNEMAN, Colonel Commariding Officer (5-30Augbb)
H. D, WORTMAN, Colonel Commanding Officer (31Aughb)
T. E, GLEASON, Lt. Colonel Executive Officer (-5Augbb)

J. M. LANDRIGAN, It. Colonel Executive Officer (5Augb6)
D. R. BRIMMER, Lt. Colonel S-3 o

H. B, CROSBY III, Major Asst 5-3

SECRET=-NOFORN
Enclosure (1)
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R. A. AYERS, Captain CommO
B. S. MCKENNA, 1st Lieutenant Air Observer/Asst S=3
D. C. SCHULTZ, 2nd Lieutenant Sl

C. G. CSG00D, 2nd Lieutenant S5-2

2, Chronology of Significant Events During the Period 5-31 August 1966,

a. The following events relate the activities of the Specisl
Landing Force during the period reported, Detailed information on BLT
1/26 and HMM 363 is shown in the appropriate subordinate command
chronologies, enclosures (2) and (3), and in the After Action Report
for Operation DECKHOUSE III Phase I and II, enclosure (4). Appendix A
contains a list of appropriate references.

b. 5=12 August 1966.

(1) On 5 August 1966, the ARG/SLF was in Subic Bay, R. P. for
training ashore and to prepare for Exercise HILLTOP VI. The SLF modi~
fied the concept of HILLTOP Operations to include seizure of deep
inland objectives to reflect recent SLF operations in Vietnam, and issued
the "Frag" order for Exercise HILLTOP VI,

(2) On 6 August the ARG/SLF conducted a CASEX/FIREX at
Tabones Firing Range, Subic Bay, R. P.. Destroyers USS Bole and USS
O'Hare fired eight naval gun fire missions, and aircraft from USS
Roosevelt flew five close air support missions.,

(3) On 7 August the ARG/SIF conducted HILLTOP VI rehearsal
at Green Beach, Subic Bay, and thén departed Subic Bay for San Jose,
Mindoro Island, R, P, on & August,

(4) From 9~12 August thé ARG/SLF conducted Exercise HILLTOP VI
near San Jose, Mindoro Island, R. P,

(5) On 9 August Brigadier General RYAN, CTF 79, and his
staff representatives observed BLT 1/26 during Exercise HILLTOP VI, and
visited CTG 79.5 and CIG 76,5 aboard the USS Iwo Jima. Twenty
Philippine military personnel observed BLT 1/26 during the morning of
D-Day. Brigadier General RYAN, CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 visited the
Mayor of San Jose, '

(6) ©On 10 August, CTG 79.5 and staff representives from CTG
79.5 and CTG 76.5 departed San Jose, Mindoro Island, R. P. for Long
Binh, RVN to effect liaison with CG, IT FFORCEV and CG, 173rd Airborne
Brigade for operations in III CTZ, RVN (DECKHOUSE 11I, Phase I and II),

2 SECRET=NOFORN
Enclosure (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET<NOFORN

Personal liaison continued through 14 August wund included coor-
dination with CG, 173rd ABN BDE at Gia Ray, and the U. 3. Advisors
of the Tinh Binh Sector at Ham Tan.

(7) ©n 12 August the ARG/SF‘ depar‘ed San Jose, Mindoro Island,
R. P. for special operation: $nm [V

c. 13-20 August 1964.

(1) On 14 August the ARG/SIF arrived off Vung Tau, III CTZ,
RVN. A detachment of three UH-1Z zircraft from VMD-6 embarked aboard
the USS VANCOUVER (1PD-2) off Chu lai, I CTZ, RVN,

(2) From L4=15 August the ARG/SLF prepared for DECKHOUSE III,
The SLF conducted Pre D-day transfers and embarked ARVN advisors, ITT,
and Ham Tan Sector Xiaison persomnel aboard the USS Iwc Jima,

(3) From 16-20 August the ARG/SLF conducted Operation DECK-
HOUSE III in!icinity of YS 8269, MAY TAO Secret Zone, Binh Tuy Province,
IIT CTZ, RVN.

(L) On 17 August Brigadier General SMITH, CG, 173 ABN BDE,
visited CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 aboard the USS Iwo Jima to further coor-
dinate Operation TOLEDC and Operation DECKHOUSE III.

(5) On ig August the ARG/SLF conducted tactical withdrawal of
the landing Force’ and returned advisors, ITT, and liaison personnel to
parent organizatioms,

{6) ©On 20 August Lieutenant General HEINTGES, Deputy COMUSMACY
and Brigadier General RYAN, CTF 79, visited CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5
aboard the USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2).

de 21 August 1966,

(1) On 21 August CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 and staff representatives
liaisoned with CG II FFORCEV, and CG, 173rd ABN BDE for Phase II of Oper-
ation DECKHOUSE III,

(2) From 22-29 August the ARG/SLF conducted Operation DECKHOUSE
111 ghase I1 in the vi.inity of YS 6258, Phuoc Tuy Province, III CTZ,
RVN. :

1 COMUSMACV msg 091202Z requested the ARG/SLF be alerted for a special
operation in conjunction with Operation TOLEDO in I1II CTZ, RVN.

2 COMSEVENTHFLIT msg 1404247 directed the SIF to conduct Cperation
DECKHOUSE III.

3 COMSEVENTHFLT msg 210948Z - directed the ARG/SLF to conduct DECKHOUSE
I1I, Phase II,

3 SECRET=-NOFORN
Enclosure (1)
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(3) On 23 August Major General SEAMAN, CG, II FFORCEV,
and Major General KANH, CMC VNMC, visited CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5
aboard the USS Iwo Jima (LPH~-2) and BLT 1/26 ashore.

(4) On 24 August the SLF was chopped to CG, II FFORCRV
for Operation TOLEDO, thus terminating DECKHOUSE III Phase Ti.l

Lieutenant General HEINTGES Deputy COMUSMACV visited the SLF/BLT CP.

(5) On 26 Augist General WESTMORELAND, COMUSMACV, paid a
. visit to the SLF/BLT CP,

(6) On 27 Avgust Colonel WORTMAN, future Commanding Officer
of the Special Landing Force, departed for orientation and liaison with
CG, III MAF,

(7) On 29 August the SIF conducted a tactical withdrawal and
OPCON of the SLF returned to CTG 76.5.° The ARG/SLF commenced return to
Subic Bay, R. P.

(8) On 30 Aufust the detachment of three UH-1E aircraft were
offloaded from the USS Vancouver (LPD=2) at Chu Lai and returned to VMC-6.

(9) ©On 31 August the USS Iwo Jima with elements of the SLF
embarked, arrived in Subic Bay in preparation for the Philippine Marine
Helo Exercise scheduled on 1 September in Manila Bay.

(10) On 31 August Colonel WORTMAN arrived at Subic Bay from
DaNang, I CTZ, RVN after completing orientatlon/lialson visit with
CG III MAF,

(11) On 31 August Colonel H. D. WORTMAN relieved Colonel R. A.
BRENNEMAN as Commanding Officer of the Special luanding Force.

(12) ©On 31 August the USS Iwo Jima (LPi-2) departed Subic Bay
for Manila, R. P.

1l CTG 76.5 msg 2403427 -~ terminated Operation DACKHOUSE III Phase II
and directed the SLF CHCP to CG, II FFORCEV.

2 CTG 76.5 msg 28L508Z - Assumed OPCON of SLF and reconstituted AOA
for withdrawal.

L SECRET=NOFORN
Enclosure (1)
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CONFIDENTI. US SV TH FLuBET
1AL CTG 132.8 Commander

Lending Force US,, CIG
79.5 Commandsr Special
Landing Force sund
Conrontir - COTl o
153, LSS PRINCLC
(LLH-5) Culde <y
Repulilde ol ti. Pl
01GGCCYH  Hogpeh 1565

Amnexz L (Rehearsal Plin) to Operaticn Urder 302-87,
Ref: HNene ,
Pime Zone: B (mious 3)

1. GENGRAL SITPATICK.

B Anlshibiéns Ymalr Fferee US (T3 132.,1) will conduc’ & Lunuion
ﬂygv‘er"rehearsal on 17 March 1963 in the FENG=CLIidiG
preparation for an amphibious assault exercise in the Iuiti-
LIa0 area.

De Eﬁemy_ forces. None.

c¢. Friendly forces.

(1) Elements of the GRC Air Force will provide.sdiic..{t. .o .
CAS on D-2 (R-day).
2. HISSION. '
&e . Conduct a turnaway/flyover rehearsal in the FELG-CIE.ré _iov,
using pmcedms apd techniques planned for the cctucl crercice
3. EXLCUTION.
C 8 Concegtv. To gx}egute applicablem portions oi this Opercticu Goder
to ensure efficient execution et a later ‘dr.ate.,
b. CTU 132,8.1. R

(1) Conduct a turnsway surface landing in accordunce witii this

Annex and Annex I (Ship-to-Shore Movement) to Operciion Crder

30263,

L1
CONFIDEITIAL
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Lo Intelligence.

a, Terrain. The amphibious objective area is characterized by
jungle, swamps, and brush covered pldlﬂa. Elevallon varied from 100 to
200 meters until the mountainous area of the MaY TAC Hountain is reachsd
in the northwest and HUE BE Mountain in the northeast. Ssveral streams
are interspersed throughout the area and are usually overflowing
during the menth of August, Lowland arsas are flooded and maks traffica-
bility poor for ground troops. Vegetation consists of one and two canopy
Jungle with thick secondary brush znd along the coast there is heavy
brush and swamp grass. A dirt road parallels the besach approximately
1,000 meters inland, The trail network in the area was heavily used but
”Oulﬂ not be sesn frem the alr, Traflficability throughout the ACA is
feir to poor,

= 4,

-

b, Besch Sludy,
Lwno:n* in a northwest - .
The beach averages 85 moters :
apnroaches are unrewbrLCL@d. G

and the o nearshorﬂ
Vicn of tha beach is soft sand

which is firm in wetted areas. The beach gradient c¢f the foreshor:

v

1:37. The beach is backed by high massive dunes, 27 to 3% feot, droppi
almest vertically to an extensive swanpy o ujrshy area, 'The swamp
and marsh extends inland 500 to 600 meters Lc low cultivated rice paddies
which is further backed by dense vegetation that extends well inland,
Treops could move by foot across the beach to a foottrail located at the
left flank., This trail leads through the swamp and marsh areas to the
rice paddies eventually connecting with the loose surfaced wnud., Hum-
erous foot tracks Jead further inland., Thers were no track or wheeled
vehicle exits off the beach, '

¢, Pre-De-Diyv Intellisence, Intelligence indicated that ot

iwu% objective area had been undor sbsclute conffol of the for ot
leazst one year., HNo RVN or U. 8, militery operations hed been conducted in
this area for the past year and a half. The 5th VO Uivision Hesdguwrters,
located in the MAY TAO Secret Zone, has two subordinate Main Force
Regiments, the 274th and 275th, each with three battalions, The base ares
n the AAL TA0 Secrebt Zeone, being a major supply and training installation,
allows Main Force units to operste freely in BINH TUY, PHUCC TUY, and
LOHG XKHANU Provinces, Infiltraticn routes have been reportad alo !
¢aot from vicinity of coordinates Y5 814688 to 827699, The
in a northerly dipr CtJOn, fellowing numerous tr 3 he
Zone, The base area (IS 820920) is belicved to ha '
gtored to feed 10,000 troops for one year, A1l persons in LWn ares

Hals

considered VO or VCS,

2 2 SECRET-NOFORH
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d. QOrder of BEattle,

UNIT
5th VC Div CP
27Lth Regt

lst En
2nd En
3rd En
275th Hegt
1lst BEn
2nd Bn

Ird BEn

e, Unemy Contact.

DECLASSIFIED

1260w Mortars
8=81mm Hortars

Asecorted small ar
autonatic weapons

LOCATICNS DATE ©  WEAPONS
S 780815 Baught
Y5 810790 bAugbb
YS 700755 biangbbd 12-1H:
B b7mm QH
5 815735 bAughh  3-T5mm RR
312, Tma MG
Unknowm
YT 770091

Unknowmn

Unknown

Unknown

listed above during the operations.

of sny enemy unite,

5, IMission. As

diracted

bbb

Resistance ashore consisted of sporadic

P NI C T
A-Blmm Mortars

16=-60mm Hdortars
10=57mm Ri

C12-12,Tom WG

18-50 Cal MG
-jO bc,,l ﬂir

Assorted small arms
& automatic weapons

No substantial ccntact was made w1th elements
.There was no positive 1dent1f1gdt10n

sniper fire,

by COMSEVENTHFLT msg 1404247 (Initiating Dj
ectivei, the mission of the Lending

Force was to conduct scarch ¢
amphibious operations against VC/NVA forces in the amphibicus

objective

arez in Tinh Binh Thuy Province and/or other operations as agreed with CG,

I1 FFQR“TV in conjunction with Operation TQLEDOC,
JEV the mission was further. refinsd

1I FFOR

In conjunction with CG,

to include the sstablishment uf

blocking positions to support the 173rd Airborne Bri gade

6. Concept of OUperstion.

dey sesrch and destroy operation,

helibcrne

The operstion wag planned as a seven to ten

The concept

provided for waterborne and
anphibicus assault to rapidly seize abslwneq lLanding PForce Ob-

Jectives and establish blocking positions in suppert of the 173rd Alire-

borne Brigide,

capability, aggressive mobllity of manuever elements,
maximum supporting fires,

Execution was to be characterized by inherent shock

and utilization of

Upon conelusion of the operstion, the Landing
Force was to conduct a tactical withdrawal,

DECLASSIFIED
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7, Execution., Operation DECKHOUSE THREL was executed in accordance with
CIG 79.5 OpOrd 328-6% supplemented with a Frag Urder published for the
Binh Thuy area. By D plus 1 the Landing Force had established blocking
positions in the northern portion of the ACA., (See enclosures (1) and (2)

After Action Heports of BLT 1/26 and HMM 363 for details of this execution.)

&, Results, See enclosure (1)

G, Comanders Analvsis,

a. Plenndne,

(L) Pla . for DECKHCUSE THREZ was Initiated upon receipt of
COMISIACY meg D910 fughb. During the period 11-15 August CTG 9.5/
6.5 end stafl representatives established liaison wnth CG, 1T FFORCEV,
Long Binh, RVN. Additional liaison visits were made to Headquarters,
12th ABVW Division, 173rd Alrborne Brigade and u. s, Advx»or at: the Han
Tan Sector Hesdouarters, Aerial recomnaissance of the ACA was conducted
during this period, this included selection of the landing beach, HLZ's,
and Landing Force Objectives,

(2) On D-Day minus one HMH 363 and BLT 1/26 conducted an aerial
reconnaissance of the AOA,

(3) During the planning phase, and until early on D-Day the
source of CAS for the coperation had not been confirmed. Accordingly,
plans were prepared .o accomodate CAS from either in-ccuntry or SEVENTHFLT
sources, ‘lhe delsy in confirming source of CAS eventually resulted in
d@qulnb H and L Hour by one hour,

b, Intellizence, Prior to DECKHOUSE THREE
for mzps, serial photography, ITT, Red Haze, SPiR, and
II FPORCEY and 173rd ABN BDE daily ISUMs,

arrangemsents were mdse
istritution of

[

(1) As previocus intelligence had indicated, the 5th VC Division
and subordinste units had moved to the west. This was evident by the lack
of enemy activity in the AOCA. The only significant contact occurred on
D plus 3 when the Div ReconPlt engaged an estimated 30 VC at { 7539725,
After a short intense fire fl&ht the VU broke contact,

¢. Command Relastionships. Operation DECKHOUSE THIREE was a unils
amphibious opgratlon with command relationshipsin accordance with HWwF
(A) snd JCS Pub 2, UNAAF,

d. Supporting Arms,

(1) Due to the deep inland objectives, NGF support was essential
during the operation. A heavy cruilser provided the ATF adequate NGF

L | SECRET-NCFO R
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coverage in the AOA and in addition prodecd NGF support to the 173rd

Airborne Brigade operating north of the 404, Additionall:.
one daestroyer and a LOME were assigned as d&F suppors Ohlpwu

(2) The source of Close Air Support for uhLKHCULU'ﬁhu;,wLS
not identified until H minus 4 on D-Day. At that time the Tth Alr Force
was assimed responsibility for providing CAS. The effe ctiveness of AF, CAS
vas istactory from the standpoint of aireraft . prov¢@rd control of
air when on station, and accuracy of fire. . Comunications aspscts wore
less than satisfactory. The TAR net to home base preved to be unreliable
and communicztions by any other circuit with home bsse was slow, & sum-~
mary of communications performance on the L TAR tlet indicates that

during 50% of Lhe nariod of the op@ratlon there was no compunications
LCUwefn 7th AF and the ARG, 309 the time per]od communicsations between
7th AF and ARG TACC was via relay and 20% of the time pericd ARG TACC

snd Tth AF were in direct communications on the TAR Net. An adequzte
opportunity for early pl¢nn1np/coord1natlon with the Air Porce, exchange
of lisison offiecers, and the employment of alirborne communications

relsy woult diminish e problem.

THREE
(Phase I) liaison was established with II FFCRCEV to coordinate possible
SIF logistical support requirements. Logistic support during Fhase 1.
was provided solely from.bhu agssets of the $LF, 411 uppllcs were dg-
livered directly to units ashors by helo from ARG shipping. Logisti
support of the BLT ashore was adequate and responsive {0 T ent
with minimal expenditure of all classes of .supply. &
one KIA from the LPH was accomplished through the 93 ird uvdcuutLan
llospital located at Leng Binh, :

¢, logistics., Prior to commencement cf CUperation QMCA}(JuQ

f. Communications.

(1) Communications nets wers activated at H=l on D=Nay with no
delay and were msintained throughout DECKHOUSE T cibh a mindimum
downtime, Communications between the AHRG; CG, 11 FROACEY; and the 173rd
ABN BDE, via the secure on=line circuit was intermittent and an un-

reliable means of providing a rapid exchange of informstion,

(2) The radio sets AN/PHC=25 and remote ssts AN/GIC-394 we
invaluable. This ecuipment was employed on spot nets ahoard the HGF
support ships, in the Supporting frms Coordination Center, and as back up
for Lhe VHF/FI{ radio equipment emploved by the SIF sboard ship. '

(3) Radio RBelay {shed ‘at H plus 12 on b-hgy, This
circuit consisted of an iw ashore and an. AN/GRC~10 aboard ship,
The radic relay remained operzstive throughout the operatlon and facilitated
repid and relisble comwunications between the SIF Headquarters and the BLT,

5 SECRAT-AGHFORY
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The numercus VHF/FM frequencies assigned the SLF often caused interference
and sometimes cancelled out the radio relsy circuit. This required
frequent chsnges of assigned frequencies in order to maintain the radio
relay circuit on a non interference basis,

(L) Communications between the SIF Headquarters and the RBLT

auhore was maintained on Landing Force Tactical Net #1 and 2 and BLT
Tactical Het #1. Landing Force Tactical Net #1 (VHF/FM) was prosrmmed
to utilize shipboard receiver-transmitter 524/VRC or a receive.=trans=
mitter~58/GRC and an AN/PRC~25 ashore., The equipment aboard ship

proved unsatisfactory as the RT-524/VRC was not operational and the RT-68/
GRC could not effectively receive or transmit due to the long operating
disbence betwesn the ship and forces ashore. A back-up radio set
A/MEC=109 or AN/PRC=25 was reguired to keep this net cperdt;onala The
lending Force Tactical Net #2 (HF/QSB) utilized a URC-32 gboard ship and
a Ail/PRC-L7 ashore. Minor problems arcse with ship board equipment and
back up radio equipment and the AN/MRC-83/87 or an AN/PRC=4L7 was empIOy@d
until shipboard equipment was operational. The BLT Tactical det #L
(VHF/FiM) employed a receiver-transmitter 524/VRC with either an nI/n,h
109 or Aﬁ/ﬁRC-%S This net was monitored by the SLF Headouwariers.

(5) Cne problem persists with every operation, and that is
obteining frecuencies from those assigned teo the SLF that are prepagative
during Lhet month. This is further compliceted by the fact that the
ship 1s cepable of “ﬂplcying only a portion of these accepted frequencies
e to the limitotions imposec by the transmitter coupler system aboard
1hv present flog ship., In addition, the close proximity of the HF/AM/SSE

Trenemitters aboard ship creates much 1nterierbnﬂe and may further reduce

the effectiveness of usable frequencies,

(6) Interference by other nets was encountered on all VHF/FI
assigned frequencies for brief periods of time and in some instances
during the entire operation. This will contimue to be a problem due to
the numercus subscribers and limited numbher of frequencze, within the
AN/PRC-25 range.

(7) Had a more demanding recuirement existed for HF/3SB nets
snd radics ashore the BB 451/U power supply for the AN/PBC-A? radic sets
would have been critial., The twenty BB L51/U power supply provided
the BLI as & sveclal sllowance arrived Tess electrolyte required for

setivation,

g. lactical Air Observation. During Operation DECKHCUSE THRE:
(Phase I) tactical air observation was employed extensively in muppurt
of the Zpecisl Landing Force and its supporting arms. The SIF air
observer utilized the UH-18 aircraft provided by MAG 36. Because of

6 SECRET=-NOFCREN
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the wide separation of units and the doubla canopioed jungle terrain,

the TAC 1ot only provided necessary control of supporting arms but also
assisted in providing orientation and dirsetion to tactical units during
the ground manuevers, ; '

h. Psychclogical Warfare Operation., The BJU Detachmeut assisted
the 179rd ABN BDE in providing loudspesker opertbions in the area north
of the SLF AOA, One mission was flown on ﬁ plut 2 brodegsting sur-
render appeals to suspected VU units.

i, Civic Action., 'The entire AUA was designated a Spocified Strik
Zone by COMUSHACV. Ho villages or populated arsas were located 1n th
AUA thus precluding civic action programs during DECKHCUSE THREE (Iha““ 1),

PART II DHECKHOUSH THRES PHASE IIfOPmR&TlON TCLEDO

ifsp Reference: AMS L7701 1:50,000 Sheets 6&&2 I, 11, IlI iy

1. Phase I1 of Uperation DECXHCUSE THREE commenced 40 hours after come
nletion of SIF withdrawal from the phase I AOA with a combined surface
borne cad heliborne assault approximately 20 kilometors south uL'-”
Phase 1 beach, Phasé II was a unilateral amphibious operatic
tinued support of CG, I1 FFORCEV Dperat:on PCLEDC and resulied
hesvy conbact by the lst fustralisn Task Foree (lst ATF) with elemonts of
the 5th VC Division in the vieinity of Y9 479672, :

2. The operation commeaced on 22 nurust_"lﬂéﬂ, dL O800H with the lsnding
of surfaceborne assault forces or G sach (Y5 688589) and a helo 1
m% sanlt force into 1Z Dove (Y8 6&56&5? at GSBDH,' At TOO0H om 24 fugust

1566, the SLF was CHOPPED to CG, I FFOACEV. At 2400H on 28 August 1965
GICON of the Special lLanding Forre revertad to CATF in order to
withdrawal of the Special Landln@ Force. Uperation DECKHCUSE THREEE Mhiase
11 terminated at 291430H upon completlon ¢f the withdrawal.

a. Messages which resulted in the initiation of TECKHOUSE THREE
Phase II and the subsequent passage of OPUUN to GG, II FFORCEV for part-
ieipation in Uperation TCLEDO are as follows:

(1) COMUSMAGY 2013177 - Request ﬁR(x/uLF continue Operation DECK-
HOUSE THREE Phase II approximately ZOKN’Southwast of Fhase 1 landing arsa.

(2) CINGPACFLT 2017387 - Approved COMUSMACY request making ARC 6/
3IF available during period 22-25Aughb.

=)

(3) ©@, II FPORCEV 2109027 - Frag Order to Op 27-66 (prf@ﬂk‘iﬁ@)i
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(4) COMSEVENTHFLI 2109487 = Initiating QJFthlVG for DECKHOUSE
THRE® Phase 11,

(5) COMSEVENTHFLT 231626Z = Extended ARG/SLF until 27 August 1966,

(6) COMUSMACV 2400237 = Reguested that SIF be CHOPPLD WPCLN o
CG, 11 FFORCEV effective 241200H. .

(7) CTG 79.5 2401227 - Reported Landing Force firmly established
ashore and recommended termination of the amphibicus operation.

(8) CTG 76.5 2403427 - Terminated amphibious portion of DECK~
HOUSE THHEZ Phase II and directed SLF CHOP to CG, II FFORCEV effective
2412004,

(9) COMSEVENTHFLT 2406302 = Confirmed GTG 76.5 termination
message and provided guldance for reconstitution of the SLF,

(10) C1IG 76.5 281508Z ~ Assumed OPCON of SLF effective 282400H
and reconstituted ACA for withdrawsl,

3. Task Orpanization. The task organization of the SIF remained un=-
changed from DECKHOUSE THREE Phase 1,

&, Intelligence.

a. JTerrain. The area of operations is characterized by a brush and
swamp covered plain. Numerous levees and dikes varying two to three fest
in helght are located throughout the lowland areas. HMany streams and
swamps back the beach area. lost streams have &tesp banks and low natural
levees. Two lzrge rivers located in this area, the RACH SCHG CAT and
SCHG BA DAP, flow seaward and converge at coordinates ¥3 585575, Lowland
areas are mostly flooced June through December and muke trafficability
poor for ground troops, Vegetation is thick secondary brush with heavy
swamp grass. A dirt road parallels the beach approximately 6 miles in-
land, v v :

b, lDeach Study. Brown Beach (Y8 654580) is a slightly concave beach
1100 meters long all of which is usable, The right flank {east) terminates
at a rocky point from which numerous rocks extenid out into the surf, The
left flank (west) of the beach terminates at a less defined sandy point.
The average width of the beach is 85 meters and-ds -3mposed_0f soft sand
which is firm in wetted areas. The beach xradient is 1:30 tc 1l:45 from
low water to high water Increasing to 1:10 to 1320 at high water. Ths
nearshore approach is partically obstr up{nd by partly drying s
a8 15 nautical miles from beach center. Brown Beach is backed by sparse
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brush covered dunes that extend inland for approximstely: éOO meters
followed by dense vegetatlon which extends well inland, - Troops and
vehicles (wheeled and tracked) are able to exit the beach at the right
flank by sn unimproved dirt road leading inland from a village located
in the same area, Green Beach {{S 68558?} is located east of the rocky -
point marking the right flank of Brown Beach and has the same general
characteristics as Brown Beach. The seaward approaches to Green .Beach
were unrestricted; however, the beach is backed by massive dunes which
drop off sharply on the inland side to dense vegetation., E

the dunes are limited to foot troops and vehicles had to thVEl laterally
along the shore to the ex1t on the right flank of Lroun Beach. :

c. Fre=D-Day Intelligence. Intelllganne lndlcates‘elements of the
5th VC Division were operating in Phuoc Tuy Province. OUn 10 and 11
August elements of the 274th VC Regimént attacked Phu My (¥S 257L) and
withdrew eastward to vicinity ¥S 5388. The 275th VC Regt withdrew east
and northeast following the 18th of August attack on the Australian
Task Force at Y5 4967. It is believed that a good percentage of the
5th VU Division is comprised of North Vietnamese Army personnel., The
HVA 721st Anti-Aircraft Company has been infiltrating from the Cambodian
border area for the past few months and are 1ntcgrat1ng w1Lh the 5tk
Pivision units,

d. Probable BEnemy Locations.

(1) Cn 20Augbb SPAR reports placed the CP or elements of the
27hth Regt at coord Y5 530880.

(2) On 21Augbb SPAR reports placed the CP or elements of the

275th Regt at coord Y5 530720. :
¢, No substontisl contact was made with the enemy indicating the

enemy's determination to evade contact and to exfiltrate the area of

operations,

ion. The assigned mission was to conduct a waterborne and heli-

5
borne amphibious assault to conduct search and destroy operations within _

the ACA and esteblish blocking positions on the east bank of the SCNG
RAT river.

6., OConcept of Uperation. The concept of dpnrdtions provided for a
waterborne and heliborne assoult t. rapidly seize Txndlny force-cobjectives
end establish blocking positions along the SCNG RAI river from vicinity
of Y5 §75A80 to ¥S 61;793 oubsequently, to conduct extensive 5&D
operitions within the ADA. Fire support was provided by ¢ artillery from

a positien inlsnd that prov1dnd all around aupport of thﬁ ﬂUA¢'
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Deep fires in the AUL werc provided by naval gunfire ships assigned to
CALY and air support was furnished by the 7th Air Force, lelo Sup?
was provided by HMY 3463 operating from the USS Iwo Jims {(LPH-2),

7. Execution. See enclosure (1) through (3'*
8, Results. See enclosure (1),

9. Commanders Analysis,

a. Plsnning. The planning period avaeilable for ths execution of
Fhase 11 was extremely limited, No major problems were encountered in
developing the landing plan or re-establishing liaison with II FFCRCEV.
CTG 79,5 CpFlan 328-87 provided basic guidance for subsequent Frag
Urders and LPLT Un0 328«65 for DBECKHOUSE III Phase I was modified by Frag
Order as required, An exchange of liaison personnel was arranged on
D-minue 1 with II FFCRCEV, :

b. Intelligence, Prior to the operation intelligence of the in=
tended AOA was up-dated by II FFORCEV and additional maps and aerial
vhotography were obtained. ITT support, Red Haze, and SPAR reports were
requested from Il FFOHCEY,

(1) Liaison was established and maintained throughout the oper=
ation with the District Chief at Xuyen Moc. The intelligence information
provided by him was timely and accurate.

¢. Commend Relstionships. Command relationshins during Phase II
were in accordance with HWP 22(4)/LFH=01 until 241200H Augsbs when the
SLE was CHOPPED to OPCON of the G, 11 FRCORCEV.. At 282400 !i\ugggéué QrooN
reverted to CATF (CTG 76.5),

de Supportine Arms,

(1) The supporting arms availsble to thé amphibious task force
remained essentially as it was for Fhase I, i,e:, organic artillery of
the BLT; NGF consisting of one CA, one DD and one LSMRj and CAS from
Tth AF, :

(2) Control of artillery and naval gunfire was passed ashore
when the Landing Force wrs firmly established ashore. During the pericd
when SLF was under OPCCN CG, II FFORCEV, the SAGC afloat monitored the
supporting arms nets and acted as a relsy when recuired,

(3) Control of CAS remained with CATF watil the SLF was CHOPPED
to 11 FFURCEV, As a result of a licison visit to Tan Son Hout it Was

datermined that communications with the DASC located there would be nore
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effective than with the previously dLSlpn £@d Faris. L@“'  v’f" during
Phase 1., Commnications were establish wud the
DASC at Tan Son Nhut and was SatlsfaCtOTy’and pOulthEx

(4) During the pericd SIF was under OPCON of CG, IT FFGHCEV and
control of alr was under CCMUSHACV, the ATP TACC functioned as a comm=
unications relay between SLF ashore ann 1he DASC at Tan Son Hhut.

1t of (f}}ﬁrv 10&"' i
."L.Lh I 1 FFOR(’

e, Logls Prior to the commencs
111 Fhase ]I/ 30 liaison was esteblish
dincte sdditiona] losistic support If recy’
made bo procurs selecbed items of Class
Command resources. Resupvly to the LPD was accompli
vided by Vung Tau Sub Area Command, The tse of LFGE Lwau holi o
minimum in order to retain msximum contingency posture. All mu; liss
were delivered directly to units ashore by helicopters from ARG shipping.
Lvacuation of 3 KIA's from the LPH was accomplished through the 93rd
Bvacuation Hospital located at Long Binh. v

e
ics.

f. Communications., See Phase I paragrs aph 9.5

g. Psychological Warfare Uperstion., Psychological warfare
ations were not employed during Phase Il of DEC 3 I Y
of a sizeable enemy force encountered, '

Teck

h. Givic Actiocn. Two civic action visits were made during Uper-
ation DECKHCUSE IXI Phase II in coordination with the Chlﬂf of Xufun
Moc District.

(1) & team.composed of SLF Staff and medical/dental personncl
from the US5 IWO JIMA and BLT 1/26 visited the village of Xuyen Hoc
(YS 6568) on “j and 2L August 1966. Approximately 275 patients were
treated for a variety of diseases and approximately 50 infected teeth
extracted, Soap, clothing, and other medical supplies were distributed,

(2) In addition to the civic action visits, one seriously
wounded friendly c¢ivilian (wounded by VC) ‘was halo 1ifted to the LEH for
medical treatment.

(3) Hedical and dental supplies were furnished from SLF assets.,
A1l actions were well received,

10, Comments on Enclosures (1) and (2). The following comments are made
to clarify or amplify certain statements, opinions, and recommendations
contained in the After Action ﬁeport of BLT 1/26 and HMM 363,
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a. [ire Support Coordination Cepter, (Para 7b) encl (1). Heli=-
copters must obtain the current status of artillery/HGF fire missicns
pricr to enterinz the AOA,  Two sources of 4nformat10n are avallsble

to the pilot. rJPmL, and most ClPPPnL, is frost BLT ALO located in
the BLT F5CC. Jecond is through HIC since all supporting arms missions
(air, artillery snd HGE) are naSQed to HBC for this express purpose.

b. Helicopter operation. (para 7d) encl (1) and Para 2, encl (2)
to encl (2).
(1) Two direct support helicopters are normally assigned to
the BLT for intra-battalion operations. The dncrease of two additional’
helicopters during the initial and final tweo daylight hours is not
warranted since all available helicopters are.engaged in resupply during
these periods.

(2) It should be noted that prior to assignment to the SLF, BLT
1/26 did not have an opportunity to conduct the requisite helicopter
training. The experience 5a1ned on DECK HOUSE THREE should e]1m1nate
the discrepancies mentioned in enclosure \N).

¢, Communications,

(1) Do not concur with the proposal that *hn RIT he musmented

with additional radio personnel to maintain th: ship-to-ghore tac~log,
There are adeguate persoanel within the BLT to mulifill this reculrtaciu,

(2) Both IF Tac #1 and Tac #2 must be activated at all LLJ‘“ in
order to utilize fhe advantages Inherent in both Al and |
The manuevering of the THI duriay £t Lances,
antenna attitude, and ship range making it iapossible to rely on one means

of modulaticn and wattagse ouLput.

et Yo a b, ran

P

(3) During past cperations there has been no requirement to
employ the radio relay set AN/TRC=2%. If the radic relay AN/TRC=27 is
to be employed in the future, one man can satisfactorily operate and
maintain the A/GRC=-10 aboard shiw, '

(L) Two radio sets RT 52L's are available for use by the Special
Landing force, One RT 524 was employed on the Battalion Tactical lHob and
one RT 524 was not operational, It is planned to use one of the two
radio sets RT 524's on the IF Tac #1 when both are operational.

{5) The

¢ relay set A/MRC-62 is required ashore on each
operstion as the - rgpid and reliasble msans of commnication. When
the situation arises where it is not fsasible for the BLT to lay lines
to the radio relay van the artillery vattery normally can accomplish

this, o ' '

(6) Due to limited nuwber° of frequencies available it wase
ible to assign sach unit frenuoncv that-would net with the =23~
© radic o oudoment.

no

S5
craf
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27 Oct 1966

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on SLF 1ltr 3/BSM/1lpp over 5750 Ser: 0019~
66 dtd 1 Oct 1966

From: Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMF
To: ~ Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO3D)

Via: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Command Chronolegy; submission of

1. Foruarded.‘

hief of Staff:
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5A/MCD/rap
+ 001278606
1 4 DEC 1968

SECRET NOFORN - Unclassified upon removal of basic cor-
respondence

SECOND ENDORSEMENT on SLF ltr 3/BSM/lpp over 5750
Ser: 0019-66 dtd 1 October 1966

From: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO3D)

Subj: Command Chronology; submission of

1. Forwarded.

M., C. DALB
By direction
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HEADQUARTERS
Special Landing Force
USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2)
FPO San Prancisco 96601
3/BSM/1pp
5750

Ser: 0019-66
1 Oct 1966

SECRET-NOFORN

From: Commanding Officer

To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D)

Via: (1) Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMF
(2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Porce, Pacific

Subj: Command Chronology for the period 1-30 September 1966; submission of

Ref: (a) MCO 5750,2
(b) Brig0 5750.1A
(e¢) CG, FMFPac msg 261950 July

Encl: (1) Command Chronology - SLF
"(2) - Command Chronology = BLT 1/26 -<2: icx
7 (3). Command Chronology - HMM 363 ,_ . :

et

. (4) - Command Chronology - HMM 362 7. zo :-
(5) SLF After Action Report = Operations DECKHOUSE IV and PRAIRIE

1. In accordance with references (a) through (c), the Command Chronology
fo:;' the Special Landing Force is submitted herewith as enclosure (1) through
5).

D

. D. WORTMAN

. SECRET-NOFORN
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SPECIAL LANDING FORCE
Command Chronology

1, Organigzgtion Data,

a. Desjgnation, The Special Landing Force had the Task Designator
of Task Group -79.5,

b. Composition, The Special landing Force was composed of the
following:

1= September 1966

SIF - Col H. D. WORTMAN
| ,
1-26 September 1966 = BLT 1/26 - ItCol A. A. MGNYI

1-28 September 1966 HMM 363 - Col J, MCGOUGH

28-30 September 1966

HMM 362 - Maj M. B. ARMSTRONG
c. locations, The Special landing Force was embarked aboard the
Amphibious Ready Group, consisting of the USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2), USS
Vancouver (LFD=2), and the USS Thomaston (LSD-28).
d. Aven Monthly Stre
SLF Staff: USMC Off - 10; USMC Enl - 22
BLT: USMC Off - 65; USMC Enl - 1543; USN Off - 8; USN Enl - 90
HMM: ISMC Off -« 55; USMC Enl = 1703 USN Off = 1§ USN Enl = 3
e, C Officer and Staf

Heo D. WORTMAY, - Colonel - Commaﬁding Officer

Je M LANDRIGAﬁ, Lt, Colonel - Executive Officer

D. R. BRIMMER, Lt. Colonel - S=3

H. B. CROSBY III, Major - Asst S-3

R. A. AYERS, Captain - Comm0O . i

B. S. MCKENNA, lst Lieutenant - Air Observer/Asst 5-3
D. C. SCHULTZ, 2nd Lieutenant - S-

C. G. 08GO0D, nad Lieutenant = S-=2

SECRET-NOFORN
Enclosure (1)
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f. TAD to the SIF Staff for Specizl Operation

1i=30 September 1966 - A. W, KELIER, Major - OJT from MB, Subie
Bay, .. P.

7=30 September 1966 -~ R. E. BUWD, Captain (Royal Australia
Armoured Corps) = INVITATIONAL DUTY from 9th MAB, Okinawa.

2. chronology of Sisnificant Hyvents During the Period 1-30_September 1966,

2. The following events depict the activities of the Special landing
Force. Detailed informmation on BLT 1/26, HMIM 363 and HMM 362 is shown in
the appropriate subordinate command chronologies, enclosures (2) through
(4), and in the After Action Report for Operations DECKHOUSE IV and
PRAIRIE, enclosure (4). -

b. 1-14 September 1966,

(1) On 1 September 1965, the USS Iwo Jima (LPH=2), with CiG 79.5,
HMM 363 and elements of BLT 1/26 embarked, was in Manila Bay, R. P. hosting
the Philippine Marine Helicopter Exercise for the period 1-2 September,
HMM 363 supported the Philippine Marine Exercise, The USS Thomaston, with
elements of BLT 1/26 embarked arrived in Subic Bay, R. P. on 1 September
from III CTZ, RVN,

(2) On 2 Septemter the USS Vancouver with elements of BLT 1/26
embarked arrived in Subic Bay, R. P. from Chu Lai, I CTZ, RVN,

(3) On 3 September the USS Iwc Jimz returned to Subic Bay from
Manila Bay, R. P.

(4) From 5=12 September, the ARG/SLF remained in Subic Bay, R. P.
for maintenance and training ashore., CTG 79.5 and staff representatives
liaisoned with CG III MAF, CG 3rd Marine Division and €Oy 4th Marines
prior to conducting Operation DECKHOUSE IV in conjunction with Operation
PRAIRIE, The SLF Staff continued preparation and plamning for a RIVERINE
Exercise ("MUDPUFFY I") to be cenducted in Octeber on Mindoro Island R. P.

(5) On 7 September, six representatives from BLT 3/26 arrived
aboard the USS Iwo Jima for ilaison in preparation for BLT 3/26 joining the
SLF iIn October, Capt. BOWD, Royal Australian Armoured Corps, reported to
the SLF from 9th MAD for Invitational Duty,

: (6) m 8 September Admiral EYLAND, COMSEVENTHFLT, visited CTG
79.5 and CTG 76.5 aboard the USS Iwo Jima.

{(7) On 10 September Colonel WOESHNNZR, G=3 FMFPAC, came aboard
the USS iwo Jima to observe the SLF and Operation DECKHOUSE IV,

SECRET « NOFORN
Enclosure (1)
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(8) On 12 September, the ARG/SLF departed Subic Bay enroute to
I CTZ, RV,

(9) On 14 September, the ARG/SLF arrived off Danang, I CTZ,
fVid for final preparations for Operation DECKHOUSE IV. A NGF Spot Team
from 3/12, one Army SiCO and 12 ARVN liaison/advisor personnel were
brought aboard the ARG from GIC LINH District Headguarters, Quang Tri
Province, I CTZ, RVi,

c. 15=25 September 1966,

(1) From 15-18 September the ARG/SLF conducted Operation DECK
HOUSE IV in the vicinity YD 3073, Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Province,
T CT4, RVI, {See enclosure (5)).

(2) On 15 September Admiral HYLAND, COISEVENTHFLT, and IMajor
General KYLE, CG 3d ilarine Division conferred with CTG 79,5, C1G 76.5
aboard the USS Iwo Jima, and with the CO of BLT 1/26 ashore,

(3) On 15 September ilajor General RUBERTSHAW, CG lst llarine
Aircraft Wing, visited C7G 79.5 and the CO of HMM 363 aboard the USS
Iwo Jima,

(4) On 17 September liecutenant General WALT, CG III ILiF, and
Brigadier General RYAN, CTF 79, visited CTG 79,5 and CTG 76.5 aboard the
USS Iwo Jima.

(5) On 18 September the SLF CHOPPZD to CG 3rd Marine Divisien
for inclusion in Operation PRAIRIE, Quang Iri Province, I CTZ, RVN.
(See enclosure (5) for details of command relationships and pertinent

nessc ;”TCS) .

(6) Trom 18-=25 September the SLF participated in Operation
~..idli. (See enclosure (5), Part II for details).

(7) On 25 September the SIF was returned to the GFCCN of CTG
76,5 and conducted a tactical withdrawal. The AHG/SLF departed Quang
Tri Prevince for Danang, I CTZ, RVN.

d, 26=30 September 1966,

(1) From 26-27 September BLT 1/26 was off loaded from the ARG
at Danang. At 2400H on the 26th, the SLF CHOPPED BLT 1/26 to CG, III iAF.
Offload of the BLT was completed on 27 September and the USS Iwo Jima,
with the SII' embarked, departed for Chu lai, 1 CTZ, RVN, The remzinder
of the ANG departed for Okinawa.

N PO VI OATES
3. inclosure (1)
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(2) On 26 September CTG 79,5 and staff representatives de-
parted Danang for Okinawa for planning and liaison with COMPHIBRON
One, prior to their embarkation aboard the ARG.

(3) On 28 September HMM ‘363 was off loaded at Chu Lai and
& 1200H CHOFPED to CC, III MAF, HMM 362 was loaded aboard the USS
Iwo Jima and CHOFPED to CTG 79.5. The executive officer and Sl of
the SLF departed Chu lai for Okinawa to assist BLT 3/26 in its pre-
parations for embarking aboard the Amphibious Ready Group., The USS
Iwo Jima, with the SLF staff and HMM 362 embarked, departed Chu Lai '}.
¥or Okinawa. : ‘

(4) On 29 and 30 September the ARG/SLF was enroute to
Okinawa for the embarkfition of BLT 3/26 and reconstitution of the
SIF.

b. SECRET-NOFORN
Enclosure (1)
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Special Landing Force
USS Valley Force (LP¥=&)
FPO San Francisco 96601
3/B3M/1pp
Ser: 0018=66
30 Sep 1966

From: Commanding Officer |
To: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, SEVENTH Fleet

Subjs Combat After Action Reports, Operations DECKHOUSE IV and PRAIRIE

Encl: 13— Units Daily Movement Overlay Operations DECKHOUSE IV and PRAIRIE
Lo 2)~ BLP 1/26 After Action Report, DECKHOUSE IV and PRAIRIE
sk (3)- HMM 363 After Action Report, DECKHOUSE IV and PRATRIE
4) - Results of Operations DECKHOUSE IV and PRAIRIE

l. The subject report is submitted herewith, The SLF basic report is
covered in two parts, Part 1 - After Action Report Operation DECKHOUSE IV,
Part II - After Action Report, Operation PRAIRIE,

2, Enclosures (1) through (4) amplify this report,
I COMBAT AC RT DECKHOUSE IV

Map References AMS 70L4, 1:50,000 Sheet 6442 IV, AMS L8020, 125,000,
Sheet 6‘41;2 IVI .

1. Operation DECKHQUSE IV was & unilateral amphibious operation combining
surfaceborne and heliborne assault forces and conducted in accordance with
NWP=22(A ),

2, This operation was conducted in the area of GIO LINH, Quang Tri Prov-
ince, I CTZ, RVN (Vic YD 3073), The operation commenced on 15 September
1966 at O700H with the landing of the surface assault forces on Blue Beach
(YD 303747) and helo lifted assault forces in LZ Sparrow (YD 195695)
approximately seven miles inland. The operation terminated at 181200H

when the SLF CHOPPED to CG III MAF for employment in Operation PRAIRIE under
OPCON 3rd Marine Division,

3. Iask Organizationm, _ ‘
Special Landing Force (lLanding Farce) Col He D. WORTMAN

HMY 363 Col Jo Do MCGOUGH
BLT 1/26 LtCol A;\A, MONTI
SRONINORIN
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L, Iutellizence, e e

, &e Terrain: The ObJ”Cthe area includes gart of i Central Vietnam
lowlands, Originating in the foot hills of the Annam ¥ oantc;lns, terminates
at the coastline in a wide belt of massive dunes a.nq_j:'w sandy shores cone
timmcus except where interrupted by the mouths of rivers and lagcons, A
narrcow transitiomal zone of rounded hill parallels the coastline 15 to 20
rmijles inland and separatcs the Iowlands from the Anran Ilounta.lni, _Irafii- o,
cability is fair to poor throughout the area. During _heavy rains ¥ oss~
country novement is extremely difficult on the Goa;;ta,] Plain, The land is
devcted to wetland rice paddies throughout the plain amd beglmunc, aboub

8 miles inland are scattered stands of woodland and brush Highway 1 run

nﬂ'bl’l”o uth about 10 miles inland. Highway 9 cammences at Dong Ha (1D 237608)

and runs west, The Sorg Hieu Giang and Song Thach Ham I Rivers, which
criginate in the Annam lountains, are the mejor tributeries which meet and

form the Cau V:uat T?.:Lv er at YD 267625, The Cau Viet River from this point runs

tu the sea. LCH's can navigate the Cau Viet to wh _11 ,391;15 the Th icn Hau
and from there to Oua.ng Tm, only ICP's can navigate, A -
the beach appromlaue‘fy 1.2 miles inland, Hizhways 1 ax and § cross numerous
tridees of various struct.ureﬂ thnouohout the area. The_dune belt vhich .
exverds inland 4,2 miles consists mostly of sandy ridges up to 20 feet in
height with patches of dry...an:.; erops, AV\,nues of appruach are unr(’otr:Lcwd»__w

o Uhe coastal plain. o T T T

b, DBeach Study., Blue Reach (YD 29974%) i3 a st;aigfxt ‘beach eﬁctending
in & northwest~soutteast direction, and is 1,5 miles long, The beach
averages one hundred seet in width. Composition i soft sand, firm whel

wel. Beach gradient of the foreshore is 1:12. npa.fohOI‘b approach to the
beach is partially restricted by submerged sand Tar located 225 yards off=
u}.’lOI’e and pa,re.]lellng Teach. G] xarunce over sand bar _center is 6 to 10

c. Inemy Situation.

(L) General,. The exacht curremt location u.I"d d.lSpOululOn of the

W¥a forees in and arcund the TIZ ‘cannot be deu@rraned at this time, Howsver,

fnere; are indications of elements of these forces currently operaﬁ:lﬁ,_, as
Jax south as roubte 9, Since the withdrawal of ihe 324 B Div at the end of
Uperation HASTINGS, recornaissance and air crews have reported ext ensive
mupply activily in the DLiZ area, J.m,ludmg dispersed .,,upp"** points, road
traffic and movemsnt of material by sea, There has been over 130 secomar;r

cxplosions reported resulting from air strikes in or north of the DiZ,

s Drder of Batile, There has been no recent sa.gmflcan activities
«ntne AUA, although this area 1s suspected to be a highly used infiltrs-
iun area and prcbably many caches may be uncovered, Host recent amd

&b&.&-pt@d COB for tne Quang Tr3. area include but is not limited to ‘me . .

followings

324 B Div DMZ © Vie YD 030720
_90th Regt  Vic 1D 050650

ey
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803rd Regt Vic YD 990600
"808t'h Bn : S Vic YD 370570

The 341st NVA Div is dispersed into rural and forrested areas in or o
north of the DMZ, This unit is the southermmost NVA Div in North Vietndm,
The most recert area of operation for the 341st Div is an area in the
vicinity of Vinh Linh north of the DMZ. ]

e, Enemy Contact, Substantial contact was made with elements of
the 324th B Div, On D-Day Div Recon encountered an estimated company
size unit vicinity coordinates YD 173635. Enemy was dressed in black
armd khaki uniforms. Contact was broken after four hours, when supporting
fire forced the enemy to withdraw. Late afternoon on D plus 1, Gompany B
enroute to Objective 5 (YD 152718), received small arms fire from an esti-
mated 30-40 enemy coordinates YD 153716, Iinemy broke contact after 50
minutes due to supporting fires. At approximately the same time, Company
D recelved small arms fire from estimated 12-20 enemy coordinates YD 153732.
Artillery called and contact was broken. Company D and helicopters then
received fire from village coordinates YD 153735, S/A fire caused one
helicopter to land in the company area, Air strike called amd fire ceased.
Company A, during early morning on D plus 2, was attacked by an estimated
company..size unit vicinity coordimates YD 180645. The enemy, wearing helmets
and grass camouflage uniforms, retreated under supporting arms fire. Probes
of friendly positions, harrassing smll arms and mortar fire was experienced
throughout DLCRHOUSE IV. B L

5. Mission. As directed by CUMSLVLTHFLI message 1406267 (Initiating
Directive ) the mission of the Landing Force.was to conduct a search ard
destroy amphibious operation against VC/NVA forces in AOA in Quang Tri
Province and/or operations as agreed upon with CG, III MAF in comgunction
with Operation PRAIRIE. '

6. Concept of Operation. Operation DrCKHOUSE IV was a unilateral
amphibious operation conducted by the ARG/SIF, The operation was planned

as a seven to ten day search and destroy operation. The concept provided

for the SLF to conduct waterborne ard heliborne assault landings to

conduct search and destroy operations; to seize Landing Force Objectives;

to establish blocking positions south of the DMZ and to conduct a tactical
withdrawal, The concept was characterized by mobility, maximum utilization
of supporting fires, surprise and shock action, Fire support was provided
by the organic artillery of the BLT; NGF consisting of one DD, one 8 inch
cruiser, one 6 inch cruiser, and one LSMR; and CAS from the lst MAW, The
SLF was to be prepared to CHOP to CG, III MAF or his designated subordinate
commander for employment in Operation PRAIRIE.
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7. Execubtion. Operation DECKHOUSE IV 5%3 executed in accordance with
CTG 79.5 Operation Order 328-66 supplemented with a Frag Order published
for the Gio Linh area. (See enclosure (3) and (4) After Action Reports of
BLT 1/26 and HMM 363 for details of this execution.).

7

8. Results. See enclbsure (5),

9. Commander's Analysis., This'énalysislisuliﬁiféa'to'fHEEé;ﬁéitefs at
the Special Landing Force level. BLT and squadron level matters are
discussed in thelr repective reports, enclosure (3) and (4). |

a. Planning,

(1) The planning phase for Operation DECKHOUSE IV continued
over an unusually long period due to the programmed build-up envisioned by
3rd MarDiv in the Guang Tri area, The additionmal time available to the
SLF permitted the liaison group to provide daily SitReps to the CATF and
ultimately to publish a warning order to the BLT and HMM which assisted
materially in preparation of their operation orders for DECKHOUSE IV.

- (2) Planning was initiated on receipt of CG III MAF message
0223547 Sepbd which requested the use of the ARG/SLF for the period 15-
26 3eptember., CTG 79.5 accompanied by staff representatives and TG 76.5
representatives departed for Danang on 5 Seplember and effected liaison
with CG, III MAF, CG, 3rd Marine Division, CG, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing,
CO, 4th Marine Regiment and the Gilo Linh District Advisors during the
period 5~10 September,

(3) During the initial liaison the following planning steps were
accomplished: ‘ f A

(a) Aerial reconnaissance of the tentative AOA.

(b) Procurement of maps, area analysis and enemy order of

battle. -
' (¢) Communication freguencies assigned and coordinated.
(d) Arrangements made for disposition of captured VC/NVA
and VCS. A B
(e) ‘Uéurdin;tion on casﬁalty evacuation.
. (f) Details of air support provided by 1lst Marine Aircraft
ing. : . L . ' .

‘ (g) Establishment of command relationships as provided for
by NWP 22(4). :

(hQ Provisions for emergency reaction force between the SLF
and the 4th Marines,

b b N
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(i) Provisions for logistic support by 3rd MarDiv, if required.’

‘ ;'(A) Plans were made fdr eétablishiﬁg liaisbn with the following
commands: - : ‘ o ' - A

a 3rd Mari iv)iv’i‘sj_,fon,
‘b 4th Marines; o

¢ District Headquarters, Gio Linh.

b. Intelligence. Prior to DECKHOUSE IV, arrangements were made for
maps, area studies, aerial photography, SPAR and RED HAZE reports and ARVN
liaison persomnel for use as interpreters,

(1) Intelligence material provided by ITI MAF was accurate and

Enemy act1v1ty and RED HAZE overlays were prov1ded by CICV.

(2) As previous intelligence had indicated, units of the 324th B
Div were operating south of the DMZ. The enemy unlts in comtact, being of
company size, appeared to be in a training status and/or to control the
local population.

Ce Command Relationships. Operation DECKHOUSE IV was a unilateral
amphibious operation with command relationships in accordance with NWP-
22 (4).

'd. Supporting Arms.

(1) Due to the deep inland objectives and strong enem- po¥itions
consisting of trenches arnd concrete bunkers, NGF support was an essential
supporting arm during the opera:blon; he USS Saint Paul (CA 73) and the
USS Oklahoma City (CLG 5) provided the Landing Force with exceptionally
accurate and timely fires, Additionally, one destroyer and one LSMR were
'&SSlgned as NGF support ships.

(2) Close Air Support was prov1dedfby 1st MAW. Strike air was
#@gheduled on condition four, and no problems were encountered. CAS was
timely and accurate.

(3) Fire Support Coordination for DECKHOUSE IV was often ineffi-
cient and inadquate, The BLT ALO frequently failed to notify support
helicopters of friendly artillery and maval gunfire in the area and when
requested there was often a delay in providing this information, The BLT
did not man the TAC net on a continuous basis which resulted in delays in
acceptlng control of CAS by TAC(A) when time was a eritical factor. On one
occassion both artillery and naval gunfire was continued even though CAS,
which had been requested for the same target reported on station with a

te
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dimited station time. Throughout the operation the 105mm howitzer battery
was employed in the attack of targets which were well within the range of
the 107mm Howtar battery resultlnD in an 1nequ1table expendlture of ammuni-
tion. -

e. Logistics. During the planning phase of DECKHOUSE IV arrangements
were made with 3rd Marine Division for logistical support, if required.
Logistics support for Operation DECKHOUSE IV was provided solely from the
assets of SLF. All supplies were delivered directly to units ashore by
helo from ARG shipping. Logistic support to the. _BLT ashore was adequate
and respon31ve to reqplrements.

f. Communicationse.

(1) Communications nets were activated at H-l on D-Day with no
delay. After the BLT arrived ashare it encountered problems with the
AN/PRC-47 and was not able to maintain this radio set on Landing Force
Tactical Net #2, Throughout D=Day atmospheric interference was encountered
on all VHF/FM and HF/SSB frequencies. Advance propigation information
predicted strong atmospherlc>1nterference,duringvgte month of September,
Atmospheric interference decreased significantly after D-Day except for
certain periods during the day, especially in the early morning hours.

“(2) Communications between the ARG CaG, IIT MAF CG, 3rd MarDiv
and 4th Marines, via the secure on-line c1rcu1t was 1nterm1ttent to non-~
existant and an unreliable means of wo ; a rapld exchange of info-
mation, This was the second operation in whi%h the LPH could not maintain
communications via a secure on=line circuit with the units ashore even
though the units ashore were able to malntaln rellable communlcatlon among
themselves.' —

(3) Radio relay was established early on D plus one, This circuit .
consisted of a radio relay set AN/MRC-62 ashore and a radio relay set AN/
GRC-10 aboard the LPH, The relay remained operatlve throughout the operation
and facilitated rapid and reliable communications between the SLF Headquarters
armd the BLT, Closer coordination of VHF/FM frequencies prior to the opera-—
tion eliminated the interference on the radio relay circuit that had been
encountered on previous operations,

(4) It was plammed to maintain communications between the SLF
Headquarters and the BLT ashore over Landing Force Tactical Net #L and 2
and BLT Tactical Net #1.

: (a) Landing Force Tactical Net #1 (VHF/FM) ytilized a ship=
board receiver-transmitter 52A/VRC and a radio set AN/PRG 5 ashore,

: (b) Landing Force Tactical Net #2 (HF/SSB) planned for a
" radio set VRC=32 abaard ship and a radio set AN/PRC-47 ashore, However,
due to equipment problems ashore and maximum employment of remaining AN/

6 ~SECRE o™
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PRC-47s' on more critical nets, thls net was placed in a stand-by emer=-
gency status.

RV

" (¢) BIT Tactical fet 1 (ViF /E‘u) enployed & radio seb AN/
PRC=25 remote aboard’t e LPH and radio set,Ah/P 005 ashore,  Thig net
was monluored by the SLB neadquartcrs.

(5) The KYFS'S were empLOJ*d on Landlng Force Tactical lict #1
during this operation, Communications were established with the Uss Iwo
Jima, U35 Vancouver, and US33 Thomaston. Communications via this covered
v01ce circuit could not be established wlth the unit ashore as the radio
set;ﬂb@u&%&@9 develooea a faulty receiver. This equlpmert failure could
not be corrected amd resulted im utilizing landing Force 'ia ctical it #1

as an uncovered circuit for the remsinder of the operation,

z. Tactical Adr Cbservatio... suring DiLCEKHCUSE IV tactical air
observation was employed in support of the uandlng Force, Uh-ly aircraft
were provided from lst AW for ”“O/ 50 (&) ﬂlsulona. Due to the rel-
atively flat, open terrain the OLF TAO was able to provide the zround
units with position reports, directions ard distances to objectives, and
the locations of bunkers, trenches ard possible enely strong points in thc
advance of groung umits. The SLF Air Chserver supported the manucver
companies by bringing artillery, naval gunfire and CAS upon enemy units
with which they were engaged. The DLT also employed the SLF TAO for visual
reconnaissance of sultable objective arvas, night defensive Jooltlons ‘and
helicopter landing zones,

N

he Psycholozical Warfare Opcration. The BJU Detachment was tasked
for population control in direct support of BLT 1/26 Four LJU personnel
with loudspeakers were attached to Comp;nzﬂD while the reminder of the
BJU Detaciment remained ghoard Llie Iwo Jima on an on-call basis Zor heli~
borne lounspeaker operations and leaflet drops. Due to the tactical
situation, the BJU Detachment was not called upon for population control;
however, assistance was provided in rccovery of two downed pilots in the
vicinity YD 1473 grid square.

Js Civic Action. One civic act¢on v151t was planned for L7 septomber,
but was cancelled due to pressing reculrements on medical personnel w@b¢ard
the LPH,

B 7
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PALT IT  CCMDAT AFTER ACTION RLPORT OFLRATION PRAIRIE

Map Reference: AMS L7014 1:50,000 Sheet 6L42 I, I1IT and 1V, 6342 I and II

1. Operation PRAIRIE was a search and destroy operatlon in which the

Specilal Landing Force was fragmented rather tlan employed as an integrated =

air/ground team, Operation PRAIRIE was being conducted concurrently with
Operation DECKHOUS: IV and upon termination of DECKHOUSE IV operational
command of the Special Landing Force passed to CG, 3rd Marine Division.

Division/lst Marine Aircraft Wing to the Lth Marine Regiment and MAG-16
respectively., Throughout Operation PRAIRIE the SLF staff had no official
responsibility or connection with operation PRAIRIE.

Operational control of BLT 1/26 ard HMM 363 was further passed by 3rd Marine

n, Messages which resulted in the participation of the Special Landin;
farce in th]atLon PRATRTYE and i Lhe suboch(nt dlsposition of ils subordin-
abe clenents - BLY l/?é ard 1 363 arce as follows:

(1) CTG 79.5 1605267 SEP66 - Landing Force firmly established
ashore, Recommend termination of the amphibious phase of DECKHOUSE IV and
CHOP of SLF to CG, III MAF.

| (2) CTG 76,5 160606Z SEP66 - Informed COMSEVENTHFLT intentions
of terminating amphib%Pus operation DECKHOUSE IV when SLF CHOPS to CG,
III MAF. o

(3) caG, $IT MAF 1802047 SEP66 - Recommended CTG 76.5 chop SLF to
IIT MAF effectlve{ 81200H, Directed CTG 79.5, upon chop to III MAF, to
report to CG, 3rd Mex¥e® Division for operational control,

(4) CIG 79.5 180210Z SEP66 = Recommended SLF chop to IIT MAF and
be assigned an area of operatlons in anticipation of ground maneuver oub-
side ACA, amd to insure max1mum utlllzatlon of SLF assets in support of
Operatlon PRAIRIE.

(5) CIG 76.5 180300Z SEP66 - CIG 79.5 and SLF chop to CG, III MAF
at 181200CH,

(6) CIG 79.5 180342Z SEP66 - SLF reports to OPCON CG, 3rd Marine
Division effective 181200H,

(7) CG 3rd Farine Division 1804237 3LEP66 - Assumed OPCON of BLT
1/26 offective 1812001, Tourth Marines - Assuméd OPCON of BLT 1/26 effec-
tive at time of receipt this message. BLT 1/26 - Report to CO, 4th Marines
for OPCON. '

DECLASSIFIED
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(8) CG, III MAF 1808527 5HP66 - Dlrected CG, 3rdliarDiv to pass
OPCON of HEM 363 to CG, 1lst MAW and be praparbd to reconstitute SLF on

order. Directed CG, lst HAN assune OILON;ﬂJIBGB, be prepared to pass
OTLON to &LF on ordcr. . : , , .

(9) CG 31n udTDlV 181027A uAPéé - Dlrectcd.IhnLBOB report OLCOL
1st MAW. Dlrected iybh karines to be prepared to reconstitute SLF for
withdrawal operation on order,

(10) ca, First MAW 1810437 SUP66 - Directed MAG-16 assume OPCON
Hili 363 effective 181200H. Be prepared Lo pass OPCON direct to CTG 79,5
on order. . o i ‘ o

(11) CG, First MAW 2403287 3il66 = Dlreptcd MAG~16 to chop dum
363 to CTG 79.5 effective 241200CH, ’

(12) CG, 3rd MarDiv 241516Z 5LP66 = BLT 1/26 chopped to CIG 79, 5
2L1200H. Directed CTG 79.5 to report to OPCCN CTG.76.5 effective
25070CH 3:.P.

(13) CTG 76.5 241140Z SLP66 - Assuried OPCON of SLF effectlve o
250700H and reconstituted AQA for withdrawal.

|

2, The 3LF commenced participation in Operation PRAIRIE on 18 September,
By this time the SLF had pcnetrated to the western limit of the AOA and
two companies were in contact with VA units at YD 151719 and YD 145732,

LT 1/26, under OPCON of 4th Marines, conducted search and destroy oper—
ablons west and southwest of this area maintaining continuous contact
with elencents of the 324th B NVA Division. On 24 September, 1966, the SLF
was reconstituted and began to rep081tlon for withdrawal. The LF was
CHOPPLID to CATF at 250700 beptember and the Larding Force commenced tactical
withdrawal., By 251600H withdrawal was completed ard SLF embarked aboard
ARG shipping.

3. Task Organization. The task orzanization of the Special Landing Force
was radically changed from that of DECKHOUSE IV, The SLF ground element

 BLL:1/26) reported to the in-country ground commander and the air element

(HiM 363),reported to the in-country air commander, The SLF staff was not
ulbilized during Operation PRAIRIL

Le Intelllgence.

a. There were no 31an£10anL chanwes to 1ntclllvence from DLLhHUU
IV. The hedge rows throuchout the area were used extensively by the
enemy to conceal trench!s ard flghtlng positions, The pattern used was
"LY shaped to provide flanking fire in either direction., The area being
comparatively flat and open made this system very effective due to the
large number of hedge rows,

a e men e
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b, Enemy Contact. Contact was maintained with elements of the 324th
B Division, unemy activity was characterized by heavy mortar and auto-
matic weapons fire, in addition to the use of 57mm anti-tank weapons.,
The NVA prisoner captured on 23 September, 1966, upon final interrogation,
was determined to be a member of the 4th Battalion, 812th Regiment., In
an area bounded by coordinates YD 120710 to YD 120740 and YD 150710 to B
YD 150740 an extensive trench, bunker and turmel system was encountered.
These positions were used to a great extent by the enemy in delaying and
harassing friendly units, Heavy supporting fire forced the enemy to flee
these positions north into the DMZ.

5. Mission. The mission assigned BLT 1/26 was to continue search and
destroy operations within the assigned area of operations. HMM-363 was
assigned the mission of providing helicopter support to all elements

engaged in Operation PRAIRIE. '

6. Concept of Operations. The concept of operations provided for BLT
1/26 to continue search and destroy operations south of the DMZ utilizing
maximum supporting fires. Fire support was provided by the 105mm Howitzer
Battery and the 107mm Howtar Battery of BLT 1/26; CAS by the lst Marine
Aircraft Wing; and NGF support by one 8" cruiser and one destroyer. leli~
copter support for all battalions committed to Operation PRAIRIE was
provided by MAG-16. .

7. Execution. See enclosures (1) through (4).

8. Results. See enclosure (5).

9.. Comanderis Analysis, This analysis is limited to those matters at
the Special Lamding Force level as it pertains to Operation PRAIRIE, BLT
ard squadron level matters are discussed in their respective reports,
enclosures (3) and (4). '

a. Planning.

(1) Prior to and during Operation DECKHOUSE IV, close liaison,

Joint briefings and coordination were effected with III MAF, 3rd Marine
Division and:4th Marine Regiment in anticipation of OPCON shift to CG, 3rd
MarDiv or CO, 44® Marines Regiment and subsequent employment of the SLF
further west in support of Operation PRAIRIE, On 18 September 1966 OPCON
of the BET and HMM was passed to 4th Marines Regiment and MAG=16 and it
was indicated, at that time, that BLT 1/26 would remain in their general
area of operations (NWW portion of AOA) south of the DMZ rather than move
wast to a new TOAR. The 4th Marine Regiment was to continue operations
approximately 10 miles SW of BLT 1/26

10 GHORE G ORAR

‘1",‘“’
h‘}{r’

et L

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

. . N

“(2) A Special Landing Force liaison officer was assigned to the

Lth Marine Regiment, TIn addition, the SILF maintained close liaison and
conducted daily staff visits with the 4th Marine Regiment in an effort
to keep 76.5/79.5 appraised of the situation ashare and to indure con-
tinued utilization of ARG assets, Communications remained essentially
as durdng DLCKHOUSH IV with the exceptions that the BLT was instructed to
submit requests for CAS, additional artillery support, and resupply
through the 4th lMarines,  The mission of the BLT and its AQ did not change
siginificantly subsequenl to the passage of operatiomal control,

b. Intelligzence, Previcus intelligence had indicated an unidentified
NVA Regiment operating in the vicinity coordinates YD 045705, Based on
the interrogation of the NVA prisoner captured 23 September, 1966, it is
believed that this Regiment is the 81l2th NVA Regiment, Enemy units oper-
ating in and around the DMZ cannct be specifically located as they continue
to move unobstructed throughout the DMZ area and send units into RVN to
guard apd maintain TOC's and infiltration routes,

c, CLommand Helationships. The SLF operated under the OPCON of the
3rd Marine Division after CHOP to CG, III MAF. At O700H on 25 September
1966 OPCON of the SLF was passed to CTG 76,5 for withdrawal and command
relationships were then in accordance with NWP 22 (A)/LFM~OL.

d. Logistics.

(1) Initial liaison with the kth Marines established in~-country
logistics support during Operation PRAIRIE, as the primary means of re—
supply of the BLT. Landing Force Class V was available if required and
on 23 September 600 rounds of HE 105mm howitzer ammunition was transported
from the USS Vancouver tg Dong Ha by ICM. . . . . _ . _.

(2) Cacualty evacuation of BLT 1/26 personnel was coordinated
through the 4th Marines facilities at Dong Ha. Casualty reporting for
SLEF units was accomplished by the SLF CRCC. ILiaison was established at
Dong Ha in order to assist in expediting reports of casualties toc the SLF
CRCC located aboard the LPH, In addibion, liaison visits were made to
Dong Ha, "A" Med at Phu Bai and the USS Repose in order to insure current
and complete accountirg of all casualties, In so far as possible all 3LF
casualties were evacuated directly to the LPH for sorting, determination
of need for further evacuation and institution of resuscitation measures,
as necessary,

f. Communications. See Part I para 9.f.

~<ge Tactical Air Observation. During Operation PRAIRIE TAQ was pro-
vided by the lst Marine Aircraft Wing and maintained in‘pppditionrlv,

..... e r—3 R . RN
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h, Psychological Warfare., No psychological warfare operations were
conducted during SLF participation in Operation PRAIRIE.

i. Civic Action. One ciiic action visit was made dﬁrihg-Operation
PRATRIE in'coordination with the Chilef of Gio Linh District.

"(1) ‘A team composed of SLF Staff and medical/dental personnel
from the USS Iwo Jima and BLT 1/26 visited the hamlet of Gio Linh (¥D
232722) on 23, September 1966, Approximately 183 patients were treated and
6L infected teeth extracted. Soap, clothing and other medical supplies
were distributed, ‘ ' - - o

' (2) Medical and'déntal supplies were furnished from SLF assets.
A1l actions were well received,

| 'z’//’ H. D. WORTMAN

CET T R g P 12 _ SRR,
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l. RESULTS CF OP&TIUN DECKHOUSE IV .

as The following is an assessment of NVA/VC casualties inflicted by
BLT 1/26: e S
NVA/VC 56 KIA
64 KIA (POSS)

5 WIA
62 WIA (POSS)

b. The following is a compilation of enemy equipment captured or
destroyed: -

7.62 Carbine sks Chicom type 56 7
7.62 Sub=MG AK=47 Chicom type 56 5
7,62 Light MG RFD Chicom type 56 1

AT Launchers L

82 MM Mortors 3

U. S. Frag Grenade 13
Stick Type Grenade g5
Booby Trap Kit 1
Booby Traps 9
A.P. Mine . 6
Magazines 20

S/A Ammo 400

LO MM AT Ammo 12 R
Homemade Gas Mask 1
Packboards and Pounches - 30
Assorted Clothing 40 1bs.

2+ RESULTS OF OPERATION PRAIRTHE

o« The following is an assessment of NVA/VC casualties inflicted by
BLT 1726:
NVA/VC 186 KIA
24,9 KIA (POS3)
9 WIA

b. The following is a compilation oi enemy equipment and material
captured or destroyed:

762 Sub-MG AK=47 Chicom type 56 17

" 7.62 Carbine sks Chicom type 56 12
7,62 Light MG RPD Chiéom type 56 1
AT Launchers 5
Stick Type Grenades o 68
Magazines 11
S/A Ammo 44500 rounds:
4O MM AT Ammo 10
Homemsde Gas Mask( ) 1
Medical Supplies (Assorted 10 1k
Document s B 156 ltsuﬂN@LASS”FHE@
Penieilin 2 calsgg
Sodium Cloride 2 cases
- SR OFORN
1, ° ENCLOSURE ) CF)
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A tunnel system was discovered in village coordinated YO 121733,
Tummels were 12 feet wide and some 45 feet long. Appeared tunnels
were used as Medical Aid Station due to supplies found, Tunnel

system was destroyed, '.

C. Fo]_'Low:Lng is a compllatlon of captured personnel.
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