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Special LCindi ng Ferce 

USS Valley Force (LPH-8) 
FPO San Franciscu 96601 

J/l;SH/lpp 
Ser~ 001$-66 
30 3ep 1966 

From: Comrrending Officer 
To: Conunan:lil10 General, Fleet llarinc Force, J:i~VillJTH f'leet 

Subj: Combat After Action fieports, Operations m;Cy.IIClC8 IV and PRAIRIE 

E!1cl: (1). Unit~ Daily l1ov8ment Overlay Operations DECIG1CiJSE IV and 
l2). DLrl' 1/26 J~fter Action Jkport, DECl~HOUSE IV and prJ,mill 
(3). HI1I1 )63 After Acti.on Heport, DECl~HOU3E IV and PHAIIlIE 
(4) • H.esults of Operations DECKI10USE IV and. PRAliUE 

1. The subject report is suhaitted herewith. The .:ill' basic report ji;> 
covered in two parts, Part 1 - After Adion Heport Operat..ior. DECKHOUJ1~ IV, 
Part II - After Action Heport, Operation PRAIRm. 

2. Enclosures (1) through (4) amplify this rep:.Jrt.. 

PAHT I CmmAT jUcTlill ACnml IlliPORT DECKHOUS;'; IV 

Hap Reference: ANS 701..4, 1:50,000 Sheet 641t 2 IV. AhS 1.8020, 1:25,000, 
Sheet 6442 IV. 

1. Op::ration Dl:!:CKH01l3E IV "laS a unilateral amphibious orerati on comb ining 
surfaceborne and heliborne assault forces and conductod in accordance "'ith 
NWP-22 (A). 

2. This opcrati(.Jll was conducted in t.he area of GrO 1.Il;H, Q~ng 'l'ri Prov­
i.nce, I CTZ, 111m (Vic YD 3073). The oper~tion COTll'l1enccd un 15 Septc::-lber 
1966 at 0700H .. dth the la~dit1f, of the surface assauH, f'Gl'CC6 on Dlue Bead': 
(YU 3(3747) and bel·:) lifted assault forces in 12 .),iJal'l'(.M (YD 1c)5695) 
apprGx:1.mately seven r.d.les irJ.and. The cperaticn terLLl..naied at.. 16l200H 
when the StF CHOPPlill to CG III HAF for emploYiH('nt ir~ OreratiOli pnAInIE under 
OPCON 3rd llarine Divi sian. 

3. Task Organization. 

Special Landing Force (Landing l"orce) 

HHH 363 

,BLrr,~1/26 

DECLASSIFIED 

Col H. D. ~fOHTHAN 

Col J. D. HCGOUGII 

LtCol A~'A. liONTl 
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4. ll1telJ igence,. 

. a. Jerrain:. Ttle oLj'.:ctive area includes part of tn.e Centra.l Vietnam 
lowla.nds. Origina.ting in the foot hills of the Annarn l';ou.n.tains, t.erminates 
at t·hJ coastline in a wide belt of massive dunes and 10w sa.ndy 3hoi'cS con­
tlmlou3 except where interrupLed by the mouths of rivers a.nd lagoons. A 
narrow trarlsitioml zone of rounded hill parallels t.he coastline 15 to 20 
fillies inland and separates the lowlands from the Annrun Hountains. 1'ra1'1'i-:'·:o,. 
cabiUty is fair to poor throughout the area. During heavy raj ns cross- . 
country T.loV'oment is extrE:nely difficult on the Coast-a) Plain. 'I'he land is 
dm;oted to wetland rice paddies throughout the plain and beginning about 
2, !iLi.les inland arc scattered ,;,t:.mds of "iOodland and brush. High,·ra.y 1 runs 
nr.Jrtll-suut.h about 10 miles irLl~md. l!i£;huay 9 COll1i'llenCeS at Dong Hs. (YD 2)';1608) 
and r'lns l'1est. The 30lig liieu Gia.n3 and Song Thach Ha.m Rivers, which 
origi.nate in tht: Anna..m Hountain.::, are the major tributaries whieh meet ar~d 
.fortl the Cau Viet River a.t YD 267625. 'l'he Cau Viet River from this point runs 
tv the sea. tell I s can navigate the Cau Viet t.o .. There it joins the Tr leh Hau 
and from there to (l\lang l'ri, only LCP's can navigate. A 3tream parallels 
the beach approxir,tate1y h.2 miles inland. Hj.ghways 1 and 9 cross numerous 
l:.rict,'eil of various structures throughout tho area. Tt~ dune belt uhich 
extend;:. i.n.land 4.2 miles consists m03tly of sa.ndy ridges up to 20 feet In 
heig})t Hith patelles of dryland crops. Avenues .)f approach are 'unrestricted 
on L he coast.c.l plai n. 

b. ~h..~dy. mUG iJoach (YO 299749) is a stra.ight beach extcnJ.:ing 
j fl &. north~/cst,-southea.5t direction, and is 1.5 milE;s long. 'l'Le b£.;ach 
avr.;)rages one hundred .I.'eet in uidth. Composition is soft sand, firm \'1liCrl 

wet. Beach gradient, of the foreshore is 1:12. l';cJ.I'3hore approa.ch to the 
·o(;.1eft is :p:l.rtiaUy restricted by submerged 5and bar located 225 yards off­
shclre and JXl.ralleling beach. Clearance over sand bar center is 6 to 10 
f(;ct at 101i tide. l;earshore gradient is 1:30. 

c. Enemy Situation. 

(1) ~al! The CY,'.ct current location a.nd di spo~Hion t){ the 
NUl> f'orce3 ir. and around the l);Z cannot be determined 3.t this ti, .. 'r.e. HCJ'.re'Vur, 
j r,el','; .lre indicati ons of elements of these forces currently operating as 
1"11' south as route '}. Since the ,·rithdrawal of the 324 B Div at the end of 
{;pc ration HASTINGS, re~onnai3~ance ani cdr crews have reported extensive 
.'1.J.iJplj acti vit.y iI', the DIiJ2; area, includ:i.ng cii.spersed. supply points, roa.d 
~~.raffic ani I:1ovement of n:e.terial by sea. There has boon over 130 seconial',f 
t.X{,103ions reportt'J resulUr.g fraITl air st.rik66 in CJr north of the D>1.. 

:_l. (;.:",ler of fla1"tl.e. There has been no recont significant act~\d.ti(;'S 
1. (J t,.[Je ACA, although this area is suspect.ed to be a highly used iL~~i.Ltra­
~i'.I[j area and probably many caches tlay b(;; uncovered. Host recent a,nd 
ac,:.epted OOB for the Q'..lang Tri area. include but is not mut.ed to the 
foll<Jwing: 

324 D Div Vic YD 030720 

90th He~ Vic Y1.) 0506;0 
-j,tI.-., 
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803rd Regt 

800th En 
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Vic YO 990600 

Vic YD 370570 

The 341st NVA Div is dispersed into rural and forrested areas in or 
north of the DMZ. This unit is the southerrunost NVA Div in North Vietnam. 
The most recent. area of operation for the 341st Div is an area in the 
vicinity of Vinh Linh north of tre DEZ. 

e. Enemy Contact. Substantial contact was made with elements of 
the 324th B Div. On D-Day Div Recon encountered an estimated company 
size unit vicinity coordinates YO 173635. Enemy was dressed in black 
'-\Hi khaki uniforms. Contact was broken after four hours, when supporting 
fil'(~ i'orced the enemy to withdraw. Late afternoon on D plus 1, Company B / 
enroute to Objective 5 (YO 152718), received small arms fire from an esti­
mated 30-40 enemy coordinates YO 153716. Enemy broke contact after 50 
minutes due.to supportinE fires. At approximately the same time, Company 
D received small arms fire from estimated 12-20 enemy coordinates YD 153732. 
Artillery called and contact was broken. Company D and helicopters thon 
received fire from village coordinates YO 153735. S/A fire caused one 
helicopter to land in the company area. Air strike called and fire ceased. 
Company A, during early morning on D plus 2, was attacked by an estimated 
cOJ.lpD.n;y.size unit vicinity coordimtes YO 180645. The enemy, wearing helmets 
and ,;1'as:3 cal [ouflage uniforms, retreated under supporti ng arms fire. Probes 
of fricll(ll:'1 po~):it:i.ons, harrassing small arms and mortar fire was experienced 
throU[;hout ;)1 ,Cl\H()U,)~, IV. 

5. Hission. As directed by C()i,,~31,'h;;r.i'HFL1' message 140626z (Initiating 
Directi ve) the mission of the Landi n7, For ce was to conduct a oearch ani 
destroy amphibious operation against VC/lfVA forces in AOA in Quang Tri 
Province and/or operations as agreed upon with CG, III MAF in cODjpnction 
with Operation PRAIRIE. 

6. Concept of Uperation. Operation DLCKHOUSB IV was a unilateral 
amphibious operation conducted by the ARG/SLF. The op9ration \lidS p.Lanned 
as a seven to ten day search and destroy operation. The concept provided 
for the SLF to co nduct waterborne and heliborne assault landings to 
conduct search and destroy operations; to seize Landing Force Objectives; 
to establish blocking positions south of the DMZ and to conduct a tactical 
withdrawal. The concept was characterized by mobility, maximum utilization 
of supporting fires, surprise and shock action. Fire support was provided 
by the organic artillery of the BLT; NGF consisting of one DD, one 8 inch 
cruiser, one 6 inch cruiser, and one LSMR; and CAS from the 1st MAW. The 
SLF was to be prepared to CHOP to CG, III ~~F or his designated subordinate 
commander for employment in Operation PI~IRIE. 
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7. bxecution. Operation mXKHOU.::iL IV was executed in accordance wit h 
CTG 79.5 Operation Order 328-66 supplemented with a Frag Order published 
for the Gio Linh area. (See enclosure (3) and (4) After Action Reports of 
BLT 1/26 and HMH 363 for details of t his execution.). 

8. Results. See enclosure (5). 

9. Commander's Analysis. This analysis is limited to those matters at 
the Special Landing Force level. BLT and squadron level matters are 
discussed in their repective reports, enclosure (3) and (4). 

a. Planning • 

(1) 1'hc planning phase for Operation DBCKHOU~E IV continued 
over an unusually long period due to the progra.JIUOOd build-up envisioned by 
3rd HarlJiv in the l.~ua.ng Tri area. The additional time available to the 
SLF permitted the liaison group to provide daily SitReps to the CATF and 
ultimately to publish a warning order to the BLT and HMM which assisted 
materially in preparation of their operation orders for DECKHOUSE IV. 

(2) Planning was initiated on receipt of CG III }~F message 
022354i. ,jep6u ';115eh requested the use of the ARG/SLF for the period 15-
26 JeptclillJel·. e'i\} 79.5 accompanied by staff representatives and TG 76.5 
representatives departed for Danang on 5 September and effected liaison 
with CG, III Jo~F, GG, 3rd Marine Division, GG, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, 
CO, 4th l1arine Hegiment and the Gio Linh Distri ct Advisors during the 
period 5-10 September. 

(3) During the initial liaison tre following planning steps were 
accomplished: 

battle. 

and VC3. 

vling. 

(a) Aerial reconnaissance of the tentative AOA. 

(b) Pro curement of rna ps, area analysis and enemy order of 

(c) Communication frequencies assigned and coordinated. 

(d) Arrnngements made for disposition of captured VC/NVA 

(c) COl I c!:i ) l~,i on on casualty evacuation. 

(f) Details of air support provided by 1st Marine Aircraft 

(g) Establishment of command relationships as provided for 
by MVP 22CA). 

(h) Provisioro for emergency reaction force between the SLF 
and the 4th Marirns. 

<0 .... • !:,.';' 
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(i) Provisions for logistic support by 3rd HarDiv, if re-
quired. 

(~) Plans were made for est~blishing liaison with the following 
commands: 

(a) 3rd Marine Division. 

(b) 4th Marines. 

(c) District Headquarters, Gio Iinh. 

b. ~telligence. Prior to DECKHOUSE IV, arrangements were made for 
maps, area studies, aerial photosraphySl-'AR and. RED HAZE reports and A.RVN 
liaison personnel for use as interpreters. 

(1) Intelligence material provided by III MAr was accurate and 
included area liitudies, SPAR reports, aerial photograplVand OlIDER of .BA'l'­
TLE. Ene~ activity and RED HAZE overlays were provided by CICV. 

(2) As previous intelligence had indicated, units of the 324th B 
Div were operating south of the DMZ. The enemy units in contact'i being of 
company size, appeared to be in a training statue anq/or to control the 
local population. 

c. Co_and .RelationShips. Operation DIDKHOUSE IV was a unilateral 
amphibious operation with cOlllllland relationships in accordance with NWP-
22 (A). 

d. Supportins Arms. 

(1) Due to the deep inland objectives and strong enemy positions 
consisting of trenches and bunkers. NGi' support lias an essential support­
ing arm. However, initial ranges for NGF were between 20,000 and 22,000 
meters which precluded maximum utilization of the DD. The U& Saint Paul 
(CA. 73) and the USB Oklahoma City (eLF 5) with their greater range provided 
the Lending Force with exceptionally accurate and timely fireso 

(2) Close Air Support was provided by IstKAW. Strike air was 
scheduled on condition four and no problems were encountered. 

(3) Fire Support Coordination was adequate during DECKHOUS~ IV. 
Initially there were del81s by the ~ AirLnO in relaying information on 
artillery and naval gunfire missions to support helicopters. This was 
rectified by the Fire Support Coordinator. The FSCC must be responsive 
to changes in available supporting arms in order to achieve timely and 
.. fleetiv. utilization. For example, in one instance both artillery an~ 
naval gunfire continued firing on one target although CAS, requested for 
this target, had reported for the mission with a limited station timeo 
On the spot correction and closer supervision corrected this difficulty 
by D plus one. 

.5 SECIWr-NOFOBN 
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80 Lpgiet1c84 During the plaDAina phase of DEaKHOUSI IV arranse­
.enta were md.e with ~d Mara. l)1v1aiom. for logi-.tical auPportll it 
required 0 Lo&1etice 8Upport for Operation DECKBOUSE· IV was provided 
801e11 from the .. sets of SLF. All supplies were delivered directly 
to wrl.ta ashore bl hdo ft'Q!I ARG ahippago Logiatic support to the 
BR ashore was adequate and responaiv& to requir~nt.o 

f 0 COIIIIIIunioationa ... 

(1) COIIIIDl!nica~i.ons nets were aotivated at H-J.. on D-Day with 
no de~., After the BLT arrived ashore it encountered probleM with 
the ~PBC=~? an' was not able to aaintain tbie radio set o~ LanQias 
Forl;e Tactic8~ Net 12.0 Throughout D-DaJ atmospheric interference 
.aa encountered on all VHF/FK and SF/8SB frequenci"e Advance prop­
aa.a.tioa.m.tux_tia'"'p"wti:cte.1ItroAs a.taoB»het1~'hte1"fere:o.c. during 
the fJ~,uth o,t Se'ptemberlt Atmoepheric inhrterenoe . de ore .. ed. sipif ... 
ioantly e.rter D-~ except tor certain perioD duriAs the UJi .ape ... 
oial17 ill. the-..rlJ aOl"lli.zlc 'hours.' ' 

(2) ,~t1oElS betno the ABO, CGgIIl KAFv CG, .}rd. Mar .... 
Di·" ~ ,4th 1ia"rinelil9 'datheewure on-l.:tne c1rCuitwa ila.teft1tt.nt 
to Jt~iA.xi.atftt ·u lNIllUU"ellable·.,e .. 9t:pl"Qi'1tu.-q 8.; . .r.e.pi4 Un~. cff 
intcm.tiOZll. This Viltf the aeoona' gpe~~ion in. . wAtch the LPli co~d not 
maintain co~c&tions via a secure on-line circuit With the ~t9 
&shore ~ven though tbe unite ashore were able to maintain reliable 
commun~eftt1on among themselveso 

(}) Ratio relay wu establishftd early on D plus one 0 "This 
circuit coMiried of a radio relll1 set Al'i/MRCaa62 ashore and. a radio 
rel..,. set A.N;GBC-.lO abond the LPR. fM r.~ remained operaUn 
tm-oughout' tb.e o~rat101l and. facilitated'l"apid. and re ll.able CblllDwu'= 
caticma b~t ... een tb~ au lP.taciquartera and. the BL!. Clower coordizlac . 

t19;tl ot Vai';nt frl!quenciea prior to the o})8ration eliaiJ:Lated. the lJl= 
terterenc. Ol!). tJle radio rel.&,J circuit that bad beea encowrt.%"ed on 
pe~YiOU8 o~tiona~ 

(4) It WI1.8 plunedto Rintaa oo_u!:dce;tion8 betweeA the! 
&1F B.uqufU"t.erlli ad the m..~ aehore O1"e1" IaMi..a& 1'01"0. Taetiw Nets 
i\l Qd 2 Mii :8l!f ~~ tiet #J.1{j 

(a) I'iatldhg 'force ~ctic&l. .et· #1 (VHr/k"H) utilh.&1 ~ 
ahi.~0«l" !"eoel1'er~b..ttt..r 5!VYiC .... a fttio set AN/PIK!-2~ 
uh~!'." 

(b) Landing Foree hct1"C1d In, #2 0./ •• ) pl.'Mllea fo1:' 
~ ;ruJ..o 8f1t lfRC-}2 ab-ondtddplI!ui a. -nti;o aet Atl!PiC=41 uhor.oDu& 
to equipne.;, t pl"oblG&til anllore Imd muimuJll 6It!ploy •• g,t of re~ JJV 
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(8) CG, III LAF 18OU52L; J}'1'66 - Directed CG, 3rdiiarDiv to pass 
OP(;(JIJ of Hill 36.3 to CG, 1st }lA.1J am be prel);l.rcd to reconstitute SLF on 
order. Directed CG, 1st HAlo[ as,iUlilC orcc)!J lTIrrr 363, be prepared to pass 
01 'GON to ::.11.1" on order. 

(9) CG, 31'(; i·jarDiv 181027Z G,.1'66 - Directed IIl·i·, 363 report OlJCOL 
1st l'iAH. Directed l,Ul Larines to be prepared to reconstitute 311<' for 
withdrmra1 operation on order. 

(10) CG, First IIMJ 1810432 ;)[' p66 - Directed HAG-16 aS5UI,le Ol'CUN 
lliil, 363 efj'ective 18120011. De prep<Lrccl 'La pass OI'CON direct to eTG 79.5 
on ordor. 

(11) GG, First I·JAiJ 240328:6 3lJ66 - Diredcd H,G-16 to chop 11,1.i 
363 to eTG 79.5 effective 24120()1I. 

(12) CG, 3rd harDi v 241516Z :31,1'66 - IlLT 1/26 choppccl Lo C'J G 79.5 
2412001I. Directed eTG 79.5 to report to Ui'CON CTG,76.5 effective 
25070011 :.) 1'. 

(13) CTG 76.5 241140Z SLP66 - 1\s;;JUIiled OpeON of SLF effective 
2507001I and rGconstituted 1\Oil. for withdrawaL 

2. The 3LF cOT,luenced purticipation in Operation PWI.IHIL on 1$ :3epter,lber. 
I:y thin time the J11" hall penetrated to the 1ilestcrn limit of the AOA and 
tHO eon:p<.')"nics v;ere in contact Hith lWiI. w1its at YD 151719 and YO 1457.32. 
l31T IJ;l.6, uncl()l' ul'CUN of' l+th l'larine s, conducted search and destroy oper­
ations h'C);;t '-'lid southwest 01 1,1'1 is urea Tllaintaininp; continuous contaet 
Hith elur..unts oi' tm 324th II IWA Division. On 24 September, 1966, the 3L;;.' 
was reconstituted and began to repes iti on for withdrawal. The SLF was 
CHOPPLD to CATF at 250700 Septembe r and the Laming Force conunenced tactica.l 
withdrawal. By 251600H withdrawal was completed and SLF embarked aboard 
ARG shipping • 

.3. Task Organization. The task or~anization of the Special Landing Force 
was radically cmneed from that of Dl ,CKtIOUSL IV. The SLF ground element 
(BL'TI'1/26) reported to the in-country ground cOlIuucmder and the air element 
(m'll'[ 363). reported to th e in-country air conmander. The SLF staff was not 
utilized during Operation PHAmlli. 

4. Intelligence. 

a. 'i'here .. ,ere no si';n:U'icanL changes to intelli'7,{mce from Dl,CElIUUCl'; 
IV. 'l'he hedge rows throughout thtJ area were used extensively by the 
eneliW to conceal trimch f s am fighting positions. The pattern used was 
111" shaped to provide flanking i'ire in either direction. The area being 
comparatively flat and open made this system very effective due to the 
larGe number of hedge rows. 
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DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

dhCH.LT-NOFOlnJ 

b. Enemy Contact. Contact was maintained with elements of the 324th 
B Division. J~nemy activity was characterized by heavy mortar and auto­
matic weapons fire, in addition to the use of 57mm anti-tank weapons. 
The NVA prisoner captured on 23 September, 1966, upon final interrogation, 
was determined to be a member of the 4th Battalion, $12th Regiment. In 
an area bounded by coordinates YD l2C7l0 to Yl.) 120740 and YD 150710 to 
YD 150740 an extensive trench, bunker dJltl:Ju:mel system was encountered. 
These positions were used to a great extent by the enemy in delaying and 
harassing friendly units. Heavy supporting fire forced the enemy to flee 
these positions north into the DNZ. 

5. Mission. The mission assigned BLT 1/26 was to continue 
destroy operations within the assigned area of operations. 
assigned the mission of providing helicopter support to all 
engaged in Operation PRAIRlli. 

search and 
HMM-363 was 
elements 

6. Concept of Operations. The concept of operations provided for BLT 
1/26 to continue search and destroy operations south of the DMZ utilizing 
maximwn supporting fires. Fire support was provided by the 1051(11l ilov:jtzer 
Battery and the l07mm Homar Battery of BLT 1/26; CAS by the Is: Harinc 
Aircraft Wing; and NGF support by one $" cruiser and one destroyer. lleli­
copter support for all battalions committed to Operation PRAIRIE was 
provided by MAG-16. 

7. Execution. See enclosures (1) through (4). 

$. Results. See enclosure (5). 

9. COlnr'~Q1.e...r~_:!U\!l.alysis. This analysis is limited to those matters at 
the Special Lanliq'; Force level as it pertains to Operation PRAIRIE. BLT 
ani squadron level lIlaUers are discussed in their respective reports, 
enclosures (3) an:! (4). 

a. Planning • 

(1) Prior to and during Operation DECKHOUSE IV, close liaison, 
joint briefings and coordination were effected with III MAF, 3rd l<1arine 

Division and 4th Marine Regiment in anticipation of OPCON shift to CG, 3rd 
MarDiv or CO, 4\h Marines Regiment and subsequent employment of the SLF 
further west in support of Operation PRAIRIE. On 18 September 1966 OPCON 
of the DtT and HMM was passed to 4th l-1arines Regiment and MAG-16 and it 

was indicated, at that time, that BLT 1/26 would remain in their general 
area of operations (NVf portion of AOA) south of the mlZ rather than move 
west to a new TOAR. The 4th Marins Regiment was to continue operations 
approximately 10 miles SW of BLT 1/26 
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(2) A Special Landinz Force liaison officer \vas assigned to the 
4th llarine Heeiment. In addition, the 3LF maintained close liaison and 
conducted daily staff visits with the 4th Earine Regiment ~ Yl An pffort 
to keep 76.5/79.5 appraised of the situation ashore and to ~*ure con­
tinued utilization of llliG assets. Corrnilunications remained essentially 
as during D1CKHOUS.i., IV with the exceptions that the DLT was instructed to 
submit requests for CAS, additional artillery support, and resupply 
through the 4th Ea.rines. The r.dssion of the BLT and its AO did not change 
sieinificantly subsequenl to the passage of operational control. 

b. Intelligence o Previous intelligence had indicated an unidentified 
NVA Hegiment operating in the vicinity coordinates YO 045705. Based on 
the interrogation of the TWA prisoner captured 2) September, 1966, it is 
believed that this Hegiment is the 812th NVA Regiment. Enemy units oper­
ating in and around the DHZ cannot be specifically located as they continlle 
to move unobstructed throughout the DHZ area and send units into RVN to 
guard and maintain LOC's and infiltration routes. 

c. Comrnarxi Helationships. The 3LF operated under the OPCON of the 
3rd MJ.rine Division after CHOP to CG, III l1AF. At 0700H on 25 September 
1966 OP(;W of the dLF was passed to eTG 76.5 for withdrawal and command 
relationships were then in accordance with mJP 22 (A)/LFI1-01. 

d. Logistics. 

(1) Initial liaison "lith the 4th l'.larines established in-country 
logistics support during Operation PlU\'IHIB, as the primary means of re­
supply of the liLT. Landing Force Class V was available if required and 
on 23 September 600 rounds of HE 105mm howitzer ammunition was transported 
from the USS Vancouver to Dong rIa by LCN. 

(2) CaGualty evacuation of BLT 1/26 personnel was coordinated 
through the 4th l'iarines facilities at Dong !-la. Casualty reporting for 
SLF units was accomplished by the SLF c:~ec. Liaison was established at 
Dong Ha in order to assist in expeditillG reports of casualties to the SLF 
CRCC locate d aboard the LPl1. In addition, liaison visits' were ruade to 
Dong Ha, "A" Hed at Phu Bai and the US3 Eepose in order to insure current 
and complete accounting of all casualties. In so far as possible all SLF 
casualties were evacuated directly to the LPH for sorting, determination 
of need for further evacuation and institution of resuscitation measures, 
as necessary. 

f. Communications. See Part I para 9.f. 

-g. Tactical Air Observation. During Operation PRAIRIE TAO was pro­
vided by the 1st Ivlarine Aircraft 11ing and ruaintained in condition IV. 

11 SECH.LT -NOF OHN 

DECLASSIFIED 



I 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET-NOFORN 

h. Psychological vlarfare. No psychological warfare operations were 
conducted during SLF participation in Operation PRAIRIE. 

i. Civic Action. One civic action visit was made during Operation 
PRAIRIE in coordination with the Chief of Gio Linh District. 

(1) A team composed of SLF Staff and medical/dental personnel 
from the USS Iwo Jima and BLT 1/26 visited the hamlet of Gio Linh (YO 
232722) on 23 September 1966. Approximately 183 patients were treated and 
64 infected teeth extracted. Soap, clothing and other medical supplies 
were distributed. 

(2) Medical and dental supplies were furnished from SLF assets. 
All actions were well received. 
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~UJutTERS 
Special Landing Force 
USb HEN.RICO (i\llA-45) 

FFO San Francisco 96601 

From: Commander t Special Landing Force 

• U 1 0'1 7 7~ 1 

3/HD'w/dlm 
Ser: 0023-66 
17 Nov 1966 

To: Commanding Genera Je Fleet Marine Force, Seventh Fleet 

Subj: Change ~l to Commander Special Landing Force (CTG 7905) After 
Action Reports, Operations DECKHUOSE IV and PRAIRI~ 

Ref: (a) Commander Special Landing Force (CTG 7905) After Action 
Reports t OperatiOns DECKHOUSE IV and PRAIRIE 

Enel: (1) New pagea 5 and 6 to reference (a) 
(2) New pages 3 and 4 to enclosure (2) of reference (a) 

1. Make the following page change to reference (a). 

(a) Destroy pages 5 and 6 without report and insert new pages 
5 and 6 (enclosure (1». 

(b) Deatroy pages 3 and 4 of enclosure (2) to reference (a) 
without report and insert new pages 3 and 4 (enclosure (2»0 

2. This letter is downgraded to unclassified upon removal of enclo­
sure (1)0 

~~~--.. --
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

Commanding 
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Battalion Landing '.i'eam 1·-26 
-/0 n'o, SAD FrIlTIcis("\o, r:alif("l:r-::~::'11. 9S(Od 

From: COlmTlancJ.ini:", (;ffi~,er 
To: Conm.anding Offic(;r, ::>pccial Landing Force (CTG 79.5) 

£ra~ 003B269 
3/P.DR/dac 
26 deptember 1966 

Subj~ Combnt J.fter ,,\ction R8port for OperLtion DECKHOUS"?' IV/PRilIRIB 

R"f~ (n) ClrG 79.5 ()p:lrfltion Ph,n 328-67 
(0) BL'r 1-26 Op~ra,tion Order 328-67 
(c) Maps: .. Jil::3 L 7014 - 6342 I (1 ~ 50, 000) C!J'l-LO 

.. J'1S L 7014 - 6442 IV (1: 50,000) QU ~":.,NG ~PRI 

E:nc:l~ (1) Report of Dt-y)ration 1)T~CKHOUSE IV/PR.,~IRD 
IJ.'ab (11) Opore,tion Overlay for Oporn.tion j):XKHOUSI~ IV 
Tab (b) Oporf1.tion Ov .. rlny for Operr>tion PRi,IRIE 

1. In ftccora.r~nce with n, f(~r('ncG (r1), th(: f~·ll Gwini:l; r3port is SUbr.li t ted. 
For nll grid coordinates rcfnr to referencG (c). 

2. Oporf,tion D:8Ci.HOlJdE IV Wi.~S fln ,",mp'libious oPGr~-,tion utilizing surface 
and h81icopterbornc hss[ml t forces. OlJor8.tic)!J :PP .. l.B.U}~ W;1.S a continUfttion 
of operrr.tions ashoro in cl11juncti:cn with the 4th h'lrino Rr'!:"im(,nt (.i{Gin). 

3. D-dGY f()r this :')pc.ra tinn w"s 15 ;':;,;utr;mbc;r 196(1. D:i:C.K.:lOUSr. IV tormindccl 
e. t 1200H 18 d.:pteITcbor 1966 whcm 1.,L l 1-26 chopp'3d OpC',m from 'l~ 79.5 to the 
4th H'rines to pnrticipat,; in Op'C':ltion ?rbLr:::. Op8rati:)[; PfU.lliIE terminated 
for B1'1' 1-26 'l.t 1200H 24 ::)optmiibcr 1966 wh,m J:.i1'1' 1-26 ch:Jp~'od OpCon tol'G 79.5. 
'l\hG t.""1.cticr.:,l amphibious wi thdr:wro.l WP,S cr,yr;;:>lc:t,)d [,t 1500H 25 S(;ptf:mb'~~r 1966. 

4. 'L'ho tn,r :)t "rc;r'. fer lk<;rr~ ti(;n J"8Cl~HO;):.n IV /PR;I.IiHC \v' s thlO !1'rth()·lst!Jrn 
p0rtior.. . f G1 .• LIl\,H ]Jistrict (of '~UJiNG ?n:I Pr(;vinc;J, I C;~'IlS .. rC]!l. Thn torre,in 
,:;f the; c"stI11 rOL-;i:n is flet a.nd rcL"tivcly c'p8n ",hill, k th·::: ~,cst ,)rnall 
r011ing hills rmd h. ,,"vy v::;gr:: t:, ti·n prGd')mil'v1 tr,. 

5. 'rho B1'r 1-26 CCJ:,l'l"nd. r'st disrlrc",';. r~sh;.'r8, by helic"ptor, to Y:D 197694 
at 10155. J.t 1414H:>n '18 ~EJpter:,bor 1966, the C,-.. r:m:md ,iJ')st clisplE;c!')c:l to 
Y!) 142639. Tho COl.lDF!nJ :t'c·~t r~:.-"'Iin -/ fl"t this kCP.ti'!n until thQ t r .. rJ:llnr1ti.;n 
()f tho 'J~,OI'1l ti en 0 

6. .iillr[linistrf'. ti VEl hc.t teL'S 

a. Lrvistics 
-.~---
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1 D-day. Durin~;' the first ,-1n,Y '_'f DSCKHOUS-S IV tr.')cp 

lifts by hGlic"pt.: r were hcCJ.VY. 'fhr08 conplOlnios R.U·[ the 107I'1l:l Rc,wt2.r Battery 
were mover:. fr< .. n ship to shere. Une c,~mrany WA.S liftod a scc'.md time la tElr in 
tho dFtY. iJ.cldi ticnal hEllicoptcrs were em lcyod for 2i hrurs in extrFtcting 
the !tecon fl;ltcon um~er heavy .:memy fir",. 'rhe h';);IVY US8 'Jf helicopters a 
delayed r0supply nnd fnr s"me units r<c:suI'ply was not com;·,lctc6.. Tho roovemfmt .. 
of :)DO OO!li~any th(J sccc,n,l tiee WfiS cfluseJ by th'J entrr.l'Llent of the Recon Platoon. 

2 0t-crr,ti;)n ftftor D-l'J1.Y. .;.fter D-r_ey, resu~rly by holicoptor 
was stctisfr.ct0ry overall. 

On D+3 np0rati"n cnnt!'?l c,f BLT 1-26 "ms pasSeC to CO 
4th !'lc:.rines. Contr"l r,f thl) hslic')ptur squFt(lron was passG<[ t,) OOl'bG 16. 
Logistic'll SUpT'0rt affectlll''i ir:ll!19('..ia tely. Hdic 0 pter availability was dras­
tically ren.ucert. Uncert~£:.inty '>f h0licupt'Jr availability c,-;us'Jd stockpiling 
in some uni ts. T~,ctical tvwe':!Ients were r,ffects:d by the lack Jf timGliness~f 
holicopters; Le., uni ts wero tied t···, thc:ir \{(lter crms 8.ncl de:rarturos toward 
objectives wore froquently l-l..Glc.yed. Helic('pters were l,GnerE!lly nnt n.vfl.ilable 
to r0supply units after 1700 unless on an emerg.mcy basis. Urg09nt dnd frequenta, 
calls wer,;) ronde to insuro avt,i1F!.bili ty (:f helicr:rters fJr the purposes of .. 
resupply. l.t Ice. at (me c:;r', p.ny o.~\ch .1£'.,)' wrls n"t r,~suDplie1, primr1rily 
because c,f darkness. It must b, l'r,inte'~: '~)ut th('l.t rosupply problGms were 
c0mpounde,1 by c:mtinu:Jus Air strikes, nnval gunfire, and. 8rtillery missions. 
Whenever helicnpters W'3ro avaih~ble, thoy WGro frequently J.ivcrtocl. 0r returnod 
without rGSuf:r1y beine; comrlote(~. J1. p':)rtion 0f tho helicopter problem was 
simply 1'1. matter of aijusting tn thE) T)rllicy rilld use I)f hGlicc·[.ters lr;cFtlly 
cmploycrl. F,;r All ;;rnctical ;:;urpr:'SE)S, it arp8Fl.rc,'l that missions wer,;} allocp..ted 
equally muong bntt£!.lirms wi thnu~~ r,::ccgnizing the fro.ct th"t hClicupter require-
Dents fer the BLT W0re grEmtcr. Ercj,)rgoncy he{-Gvncs never wero c'.;nsidered _ 
as n rr.:JblElnl. 

,g 8h0r . .i-'0Xt,Y .,,·cratbns. On D+3, Shore :Cnrty estflblishcc1 
A. logistics su~pf)rt >,ron I1t DOlW Hi. pnl w)rkecl in c1'n,junction wi th the 4th 
Hnrincs 13". Complex. '.Chcrcr:.ftLr, r~ll classes ',f sU')"ly were obtainecl fr(,fi1 
the DONG hi. C(lrI1',lex. 

b. l'crscnnel nn~ .dminis tnt ti£!} 

(1) Tho S-1/M.jutrmt ostnblished E. BL~tt:=ilin ~~l~\inistrative Center 
ab')~ri: the; LlH on D-1. 'rhe Jl.,lninistrf1.tivc Cent'3r c.Jnsistod \)f tho Asst 5-1/ 
1.(ljutant, two 8-1 cltirks, uch C')mr;any 1 • .:1r.:linistrBtive Chicf [~nd. R. UD/:::HlB 
clerk fren GHch c~;mpl:!.ny (cxco.,t Btry il, 1-13, ltd Chief only). These adminis­
trntive personnnl rem<';incd ,)n th.~1 r01ls "f thnir res;)8ctiv(: c,'r!)[ianies/batteries. 
Th(~ J~,"lr:',inistrFttiv0 C~ntGr fIDlcti'mot'\. , .. ne. 'if;rr..ted. 2.S if th.J Battalion wns 0n 
IiBattaliC'n .i.c1.lilinistrr-tti~ntl ns the' 1.sst 3-i/l1c1jutfmt (OinC, l.drilin Contor) .. 
h8.S "By din:ction" '"nlthc'ri ty t,-, siti;n UT.Js, SHEs r.nc'i r~'utine m:dtors rcrtr~ining .. 
to all c')ml~(mics. .'r,proj)rir,t;.") pcrscmncl r .c0rcis w;~re mewod t, thfJ LPH with 
th8 ldmin ,i:'(lrR.')nnel. 'fhc •• imin Ccmtcr WA.S ,lisS01VGd ~lftcr with,trnwal. 
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deployed with the 'Battalion COmmand Post and operated in the 
field in accordance with the USMC Staff Manual. 

(3) References, Manuals, Orders, etc. 

(a) Central.· files. and orders arid directives were 
maintained in the Admin Center. 

(b) Field elements operated with an absolute m::n" 
imum. Laminated waterproof charts were utilized to keep an 
~ccurate up-t<rdatepersonnel daily summary of all participaU;1~, 
units/detachmEmts. A copy of the· Operation Order and pertinen~ 
personnel and casualty reporting directives were the only ref­
erences taken forward or needed. The S/l Adjuta section 
"deskll consisted of a hand made waterprvof box size approximatc:-
1y 18" x 24" x 12" in which was c~ried the necessaryadmin sup­
pl1es and directives, Le.memo pads,pe:iisonnel ·ro$ters, note­
bbOks, message books; casualty reporting cards,· pens and pencils. 
A portable typewriter was not carried nor absolutely'~eeded. 

c. Casualty Reporting 
. . 

. (1) Casualty reporting was in accordance with CMC, FMF-
PAC I 9thMAB and BLT directi ""es·1ii· 3040·:·ser1es~; The' iasual ty re­
porting'center was "established aboard the·tpa: and' 66nsisted 
of SLF/BLT Admi~ and'Medical personnel. 'Aa the BLT SRBs were 
maintained in·the Ad.ritin Center this enabied'the casualty report­
ing center to obtainindividualserv1ce records' immediately as 
needed. 

(2) 782 gear and personnel effects of caaulaties were 
inventoried and safeguarded by'Logistic and Administrntive per­
sonnel on the LPH 'r6$pectively~ .. 

, ... ,,:" .\.) 

d. Evacuation .• · Evacuation of casual ti~s was accomplished 
by helicopters. Med-EVac requests were haridled and coordinatE:d 
by the S-4 in the field and the TacLog aboard the LPH while 
OpCon to SLF. When the BLT chopped to the 4th Marines I Med­
Evac requesta were coordinated by the Battalion Air Liaison 
Officer with the 4th Marines Air Officer • 

. e. Captives. After completion of initial interr·ogation 
all captives were delivered to Headquarters, 4th Marines. 

f. Civic Action. Civic action was coordinated by the SLF 
Commander and his Staff. BLT Meaical and Dental personnel do­
nated their services to the nearoy village of GIA LINH. 

. g. Miscellaneous 
~ .. ,r.o;"' '.' :. ::;,-""~.:r.·1.'-• 

(1) Therewezle' no disciplinary problems 'or incidents. 

3 " ; .. I ." • 
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(~There were no replacements froeources outside •. 
the BLT ... 

(3) The BLT Chaplains visited and held religious 
services 1n the field. 

(4) Mail was delivered in the field. 

(5) Guard mail was delivered and picked up by heli-
copter. 

7.. Supporting Arms (GENERAL) . 

a. !§2Q 

, (1) BLT 1~26 was supported by a l05mm Howitzer Bat-
tery. a l07mm Mortar Battery, the USB BT PAUL and USS HULL, 
and by c~ose air support from 1st Marine Air Wing. It is be­
lieved that all phases of supporting arms were excellent. 

(2) If it is necessary for.the BLT to chop to regi­
mental control at·some later date then all wheeled radio gear 
would probably haye to be av~i+able. ,Even though communica­
tions was not a gr(;at problem, this was due mainly to the irn­
proved characteristics of PRC-25 and to our nearness to Reg­
imental CPo 

(3) Helicopter operations within the AOA was still 
the greatest problem with fire support coordination. ReID 
flight reetr&ctio8e aa. a start in the right direction but 
it did not-have a fast enough reaction time. The simplest 
thing to do on ~he Battalion level is to have all low flying 
aircraft check in with,the Battalion ALD. He could then re­
lay any late missions that had come up since he was briefed. 

b. Artillery 

(1) The' only problem,. except for helicopters, occured 
after the BLT had chopped to 4th Regiment. It w~s necessary 
to fire barrage data. It took tho ~ttory three days to be built 
up to its basic allowance of ammunition. For the first two 
days it was necessary to restri.ot firirtg of night defensive 
fire due to low state of ammo. 

c. Naval Gunfire Support 

(1) Naval gunfire support played an important role 
in the operation, accounting for a significant number of 
enemy dead and wounded. The indirect fire support, however, 
seemed to be much better and ~pre accurate from ships who have 
had previous time on the line. It is imperative that ships be 
well trained in gunnery operations and eXercises before report­
ing for duty as a direct support ship where they may be called 
on to provide close support for troops ashore. The USS ST PAUL 
(CA-73) provided excellent support, her 8" guns being called in 
as close as 200 yards to friendly lines during the one enemy 
assault. The enthusiasm and spirit, coupled with good shooting, 
of the Naval ships, was a significant factor in the success of 
the operation and once again upheld the highest traditions of 
the Bavt. Ma'!'iIle Corps Team. 
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(1) CCtlIllunicE.thms was crnsil~(JrG~, gOO\)., espe.cial1y '.vi th tha IvIkC-. 
62 in opere.tiGn~ ComElunice.tions between the 1.1(, ano .. }~'l.CIS was spor--dic at 
timos ~ue mainly to the short~ge of BB-45l b~tteriGs. 

(2) Close air sUPl)0rt .... TaS~,utstn..nding Me quito effective. However, 
99% of tho air was contr(;lle~l by the Tl,C(A), dibili tatims tl:o.e true - ,,-
l1alue of 8. }'-'AC wi th R rifle c 0 mDany.. It is believed the FLO could be more 
effective if he were :t:ut in f. DH-IE to c"ntr.-;l frnm the p.ir since obvi,~:usly 
this is the mGthu'. baing efill-,loyed. In this wa-:r not cmly WGulrl the battali':'n 
always have p. Tll.C(il) (the bHttE'.lbn' s own Fl.Cs) aVA-ilable, but the '.£IliC(.!,) 
w()ulrt knew '.:.nd unrlerstanQ thG bnttalicn IS schomG of maneuver.. From two 0p­
err.tions it is c,mclu;~e,~ that this is the better r.leth')(~ of cmpl,\ying the 
batte.lion's F.l.Cs th:m tho present meth()G. of being a tt:tched to the rifle cr:)mpnnios. 
The bt.ttA.li n woul'.'\. 3.ls\) have covsrage fr,r aU tho riflo c()l:lpanios instenc'.. of 
just two. It uust bo alTno in rr.in(~ thnt n f1rInr"..lly thG BLT will hflve a TI1C(A) 
supporting the bn.ttali 'n and therefr:re the FJ.Cs sh'ul,l_ be en:ployerl in this 
manner. 

8. COIllirl~1n(l,Qr I s l.nnlysis 

a. Oporatin DEClm"USE IV !utJ~;rn ti"n 1 R1.IHIE proved t., be n highly 
successful :)l"GrF..ti:n fc,r im1v·.rtine smnd c:m::"E'-t expGTienc8 to £1.11 'lfficers 
onQ men (,f BLT 1-26 fll th ·ugh it was nn ossor.tip.lly difforent type::f orere.ticn 
than thRt enc(,tJ.,.'1tere.",. luriI1(; DECKlinUSE III llli.SE I and rH1~SE II!\.·~'era tbn 
TCLJIDC. The BLT wns ,'y:;sed by NV:l. regular trn:J~JS the.t fought using conventional 
tactics.. There wf.'.s Ii ttle R.ttC'lpt ,;n the part jf thn enemy to evade 8ur forces. 
Thoy harL prerrreci. I:"si ti -'ns pnd wili tOll_ fir the BLT furces to CI.r.le wi thin range 6 

Fire SUI ,'ort was ·utst.:m~.ing,nce 0.11 units .Iore rtsh'ro nnd .'re~:R.ro-l· to fire. 

b.. ThG trflnsiti'>ll fr(,f[l C;,N0SVEETEFLT ('JrGrc~ti ,nell c('ntrnl t,-: [~~]erf,ti'np,l 

c intr-l cf III hd.F was ftccor;ly;lishcrl sr~()othly 8,n~1. '}x;:-',"d tiusly. r.}~,Gra tir-'nal 
c-mtr,l ttfllS oxorcise·j 04irectly by 4th :fIhrines. Rs.(li·' nets werE) estnbl1i:.shml 
wi th 4th I/.hrines ~m','.. 11 Fe'rco He(;nn [,lGfHont ;x;cur;y:ng ffil (.)1' in the B1T Areo. 
nf":liorati-ns. 

c. i .. lth u{;.'h civic actir,n WRS nc;t extunsivu the units r;f the B1T in close 
rr)ximi ty t, vill'1{sGS "ffcre,'1. th8ir assistf~ncc nm'c in soverR.l cases llilhlical 
attenti'~n WeS gi ven~ When the ]3LT wi thirew fr ,m thG ['rCa excess r3ti~.'ns were 
given t" the; lCl(!f1.1 villag-?rs. 

c1. DurinG DECK;\.~USE III ilLloSE I p.n:.1 iE.:,SS IIjUparp,ti()n T lEDl\ ffiviM-'363 
furnishccl 2 !'..irect sU'.l~ort h81ici::ters m!1. 2 Jlilyl Evp.c hc1icli)ters which wero 
un1ler the -.'.ircct c ntrl of the B1T CnF.Jltan'..or. During DECKH,USF.: IV!liperR.tirn 
":{i.:i{lE Hl'Jl\1-363 <>h -':'POC1. tn III l"11..F f;~r OpCon. 1.;.S a result the aD'lve l;r')cEy~ure 
W'1S not f(,llnWGc.~ resulting in ,-lolay-·f l:)gistics sUJ"-ort. It is hichly re­
C'trnmenQed th t wherever fossible itirect su ort he1i:ri;:ters bo assit;nEJd tr; the 
B1T in ~;r:~er to perfr.rm their L'lissi, 'no 
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3/rDrt/jhd 
3121 
26 September 1966 

!\KJ;'li{T '~F DECKH USE IV/HUl.IHIE 

ill....l.:.?.§. 

H&S Co (-) 
Dot, Btry 11, 1st Bn, 13th Mar (Ln TIn) 
Det, Hq Btry, 1st Bn$ 13th IV[c;r (NGF Ln Tm) 
Det, Hq Co (-), 26th Nar 

l-lB,cl.b Re le.y 'I'm 
Det, ~ostal Unit 
Det, Hq Bn, 5th Mar Div (:ih ltr;) 

Det, Disbursing 

Do t, Cr:rnm Spt C;:1 (-), 9th COnr:l Bn 
Logistic SUPl~,ort Gr'up 

Det, CCllUllI.illc1 Sect 
Det, MT Sect 
DElt, SUIPly S8ct 
Det, haint Sect 

1st :.It, Co 1:. C-:-). (Rein), 5th MT Bn 
Dot, Cn h. (-) (Uom)g 5th Ned B:1 

Det, C,::,llecting 1.1 t 
C1ec:..rinl, Sect 
DEIt, 15th DentRl Co, Ft'lF 

.Co ~. (Rein) 

Co 11 
Dot~ H&S Co, 1-2(. 

Det, Nee, ilt 
1st F0 Tm, Slram Mnrtnr },1 t 
1st Fil.C Tm 

1st Fi.i Tm, Btry ;. (Rein), 1st Bn, 13th Har 
DGt, 1st l'lt (Hain), Co A, 5th Si Bn 
Det~ Hq Btry, 1st Bn, 13th lVk,r (NGF Spd 'lm) 
1st Sqd (-.)~ 1st .i.lt (:hain) , Co .i., 5th Enc,r Bn 

Co B (Fein) 

Co B 
1 
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Det, H&S Co, 1-26 

Det, Meel.. 1>1t 
2ncl FI,,; 'Im, Blmm NortRr n,t 

. 2nd FO Tro, Btry l~ (Rein), 1st En, 13th Nar 
: Det, 1st :tlt (Rein)p Co ,A, 5th Sr En 

2nd Sqn, 1st ~lt (Rein), Co a, 5th Enc;r Bn 

Co lJ (ReinL 

Co D 
Det, H&S Co, 1-26 

Det, Med 1)1 t 
4th ~~, Tm, 81mm Mortar }It 
2nd Fll.C TIn 

4th Fv Tm, Btry ~ (Rein), 1st En, 13th MRr 
3rcl Sqd, 1st ?l t CHein), Ce' 11., 5th Engr Bn 
Det, 1st 1'1 t (Itein) , Co A, 5th 81' Bn 
!Jet, Hq Etry, 1st En, 13th Mar (NGF Spot TIll) 

Btry 1. (-) (Rein), 1st Bn, 13th Nar 

Btry 1.. (-) 
Dat, Hq Btry, 1st En, 13th M&r 

l-07mn> Mortp.r Btry (-) (Rein), 2nn. Bnp 12th Mnr 

l07mm MnrtRr Dtry 

Cflpt w"EIDNER 

CRpt E.hILY 

CRP t MERrU'rT 

Det, Mess Sec, Serv :nt, Hq Btry, 2nd l3n, 12th Mar 
Dot, 1st J:l t (Rein), Co 1.., 5th Si :an 

Jst ~ltt Co ~ (-) (Rein)? 5th AroTrRC ~n 

1st l'lt (Rein), Co A (-) (Rein), Sth.&1: En 

1st 1'1 t 
Det, Co Hq, Co A (-)(Rein) 

1st lilt (Itoin), Co .1 (-) C}\ein): 5th E~}g.r TIn 

1st nt (-) 
Dot, Co Hq, Co 1.. (-) (Rein) 

81mm Hortar :C'lt (-) (Hein) 

106rnm Rec_l1es~{ifle :r'lt (Hain) 

DECLASSIFIED 

lstLt DBELLO 

lstLt j)E.i3ILIO 

2ndLt DEiill 

IstLt MGUNEY 

IstLt TERRILL 
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l06RR ?It 
Flame Sec 

DECLASSIFIED 

Det, Med ilt, H&3 Co, 1-26 

1st ~lt, Co A (-) (Rein), 5th Tk Bn 

1st rlt, 3rd Force RecanCo, FMF 

1st ~lt, GoA, 5th Recon En 

1st }'It CHein), Co i.. (-) (Rein), 5th S!1 Bn 

1st 11 t 
Det, BcachnJ.t.ster Uni t--l 

TILT Reserve 

Co a (Reinl 

Goa 
~0t, H&S Co, 1-26 

Dot, Med 11 t 
3rd Fc TID, 81mm Mortar PIt 

IstLt LARKIN 

Cc1.pt JvRDl.N 

IsUt SPAINHI..UR 

Cap t ANDERSeN 

3rd F0 Tm, Btry A (Rein), 1st En, 13th Mar 
1st Sqd (-), 1st J:lt (Rein), Co A, 5th Engr 13n 
Det, 1st ilt (Rein), Co k, 5th 31 Bn 

2'. Intelligence 

8. Terreins The objective area includ.es part of the Central Vietnam 10wK
• 

landso The Central Vietnam lowlands, Fl. zone of low, poorly drained terrain, 
originatine, in the foot hills of the i.nnPJIl M"untains, terminates at the coast­
line in a wide belt (',f massive <'.unes and low sandy shores continu~:us except 
where interrupted by the m,uths of rivers Filld lag ems. 1>. narrow tJ:&lsi tiamal 
zone of founded hills parallels the coastline 15 to 20 miles inland and sep­
arates the lowlands from the lmnam M')untains. TrafficFibili ty is fair to poor 
thr<)ughout the area. During heavy r&,ins cross-country movement is extremely 
diffcul t on the Coastal .Hain. The land iI'J devoted to wetland rice paddieS 
throughout the plain and beginning abJut 8 miles inland are scattered stands 
of w()odllUld ahd brush. !{ighw8Y 1 runs n,rth-s,'uth about 10 miles inland. 
Highway 9 commences at D')llg Ha (YlJ 239608) ani runs west. The Song Hieu Giang 
and Song Thach Ham Hivers, which originate in the Imnam Mountains, are the 
major tributaries which meet and f·'rm the Cau Viet River at YD 267625" The 
Cau Viet Itiver frlm this point runs to the sea.. LCM's may navigate the 
Cau Viet to where it joins the The.ch Hnu, he,wever fr)m there to Quang Tri, 
only LCpts may navigate. A strenID parallels the beach approximately 4.2 miles 
inland. Highways 1 and 9 cross numerous bridges of various str<ctures through-
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out the RreR.. Tho~'.une belt which ext(;nds inlanr1 2.4 miles c ,nsists mostly 
of samly ric,gos u]l t() 20 feot in hei{:;ht with ~atchGs of c.rylend cr;[s. £.venues 
of appr, "nch are unrestricted. rm the coastal ·()lain. 

b. DOHIKh Study. ~nue Jeach (TlJ 299749) is a straight bOReh extonding in a 
northwest-southeast dirocti'm, and is 1.5 miles l rmg. The beach p..veragcs one 
hundrG0. f'Jet in width. C')mposi ti'ln is soft s,and, firm where wet. IJeach 
grFLdient of the foresh':lre is 11120 Nearshnre apr'Jach to tho boach is l-'artially 
restrictorl by submersed sand bars locatod 225 yards offsh')re and paralleling 
beach. Cl,'arfmce over sand bar centers is 6 tC) 10' feet at low tide. Nearshore 
~~adient is 1.30. 

c. Enemy Si tuatim. 

(1) Goneral. Tho eXfl,ct ourrent locatir)fl nnd disposi ti,m of the NVi. 
fnrces in and ar,mnd the j)MZ cannot to G.etermin8d at this time. However, there 
are inc~icnti"ns of elements of these fcrces currently operatin[; as fp.r sc)uth as 
route 9. Since the withdrawnl of the 324}3 Div at the end of UperatifJn mSTINGS, 
reconnaissMco and air ere..",", hnve reI,orted 0xtensive suo rly activity in the 
}JNZ area, inclu(ling c'.ispersed supj;ly p:Jints, rGa(l traffic and. movement ~f e 
material by S8ft. Ther'e has been 0ver 1)0 8oc0ndary Gxpl0sions reported resulting 
from air strikes in ')r n,:,tth of the JMZ. 

d. lJrc1.cr of Bn.tU8. 'fhore hl~VG b:::en nr) rncent significant activities in the 
1: .. IjJ~, althou;:h this Rl'OEl is SUSlliJctod to be; n. hi.hly use ... infiltration nr'.)l1 rLn" 
prob.'lbly many c;,chcs may be uncovor\~c1.. M(,st rClc8nt Fmd acce;ltpd (:(']3 ft)r tho 
Q,U.: .. HG 'flU ar;8. inclu,Jes but is n,)t limi to, t:) the follr)winL: 

324-) iJiv iJNZ Vic IlJ 030720 

90th he,,:t Vic Y1) 050650 

803rct ~lCt.t Vic Y:.; 990600 

808th HCI,t Vic YJ 370570 

The 341 st NYJ • . Jiv is c.isjJcrsGci into rurftl awl, forreste~t <U'o!'\s in or north uf the 
lJ~lZ. This unit is the s.'uthernr.lOst NV). ~)iv in North Vietnmn. Tho most recent 
('..reFl. (;f operation for tho 341st :Jiv is nn arca in th.) vicinity of Vihn Linh nt)rth 
of the :,l'lz,. 

3. l'lission. Asi.,'fincli1 in C're, 79.5 FrB.(~ l.r(lyr 1f1 (1115l4:6 Sept66) to 
rofc'Jrence Tn). 

"Concuct wntorb:'rne am"hi bious flSSF.lul t ,wr~r 1)8Clch '.:LU~ Hnd helicopt<)rbornc a 
assnul t into solected. lan'lil1j,' zmes t.) conlluci; se~c.rch Rml :t~~strf)y operatic-ms ., 
and. scrCen n(;rthern n.l'~.'r(Jach;s t) ~,l •• in surp ort (~f 0 CJrEl tion J:li.,;.I~nE." 
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a. See Tab J.. t·:) enelosur& (1) for Landil'lf,' Force enilsl'll ~bjeotiv\3s. 

4. Concort of ~perntions 

a. ~t L-hour Company 1.1. was to l~ni over .liench BLUE' 'by Lft to attack and 
seize 1endi!4} Force v'bjectiv.~ 1. Ill1ttery 1~ was to lan(~ in trace and estab­
lish an ini tilll firine position in tho? vicinity of jJe·1ch jJLU1Il.. At H-hour 
C0mpany :J WI'\S to bo hclilifted to LZ S.wRHCW and tc· nttfl.ck in nsaiL,neel zone 
to seize LF Ubjective 2. C0mpany B was to be helilifterl to LZWRSN and. 
attack in nssiL~ne(', zone to seize LF Objectives 4 and 3. TILT 1-26 Cl', Company 
C and the. 107rnm hortRX battery wore to la.nn in L3 Si-lUml 'W. Upon seizure 
of LF Objectives tho units were to con.Luct search and c'.estroy (')J)orati'ms 
in the ioCA. 

5. Execution 

a. lJ-da..y - l' September 1966 

( 1) Company"~ landed by Lm-5 over J'each BLUE (\ t 07;OH (H-hour), 
followed by 'WE\ve 2 which WIlS Cf)mposer\. of Shere i'arty i'la toon (-), BGBchmaster 
Unit (-), and n l/.econ l'arty Dattory 1~, 13th Marines. Noenemy .. oontact was 
made during the landin,. C)mrany 1~ nttacked. to th.") s0utheast and secured 
Objeotive.1 at 0910H. Dattery 1. WI".S le.nde'~. nvnr Beach BIlPE a.t OBOOH and 
establishecl initial firill;. posi ti0ns A.t Yi ~(}0144. 

(2) Company J) was hfllilif'tc(l. t() L .nding Z·"')ne Sl.'iJlRI.:W at 0730H 
(L-haur). ~.t 0850H Cuml!nny B was hell1ifted t() Lan::l.ing Zone Wi~EN. No 
oontaot WaS me. e.G in either Lahrlint,Zone. l.t 1015H the Comrnem:l Group lMdee. 
in Lroldine;: ilona SI'AJ.wnw followed by 101rrun Morta.r Battery a.t 1020H. llt 1110H 
a.,1multa.neous heliHft of H&S Company from the UU~ IW(' JTI'J.A (L:l:'H-2) and 
Company C from the USS V1J'lO(:UVEU (1.&-lJ-2)· o')mmencerl. Ilt 1230H the amphibious 
assault was completo •. 

(::5) l~t 0850H O:'lllJY,.ny II c0IUm(.'ncol attack t~1 seize l;bjectivE) 4. 
OoIllpany JJ oommenced a.ttnck to seizo Ubjective 2 at 1320H. lit 1300H the 
-Jivlsion ft'"o:m :t-lato'n, un'LGr u~Con SLF ma,ie c"'ntact with en ostimnteJ NVll. 
Compt.:ny and requesteti pssisMnc.~ frem the bL'I'. 01')60. air eupl'l'Jrt ani 
El..tUllery .. werepr0viil.ed. Th~ ene:;F.l.e,omont r\;sul ted in 2-JN1l. KIA ocnfirmed 
and 30 jiY.I.XlJ.. iir,·:bl'1.ble. At'1~;20H C'~mpa.ny 11. made cmta.ct with:) VC at 
'{jJ ;00737. The VO broke c~rtt,;.ct IUlrl flail tel thos,'uth.· Two cement bunkors 
were d.iscov··lred I'I.t Y1J ;00737. l.t 1530H ~ore ,,'arty ... latoon receivl'Hl 10 
VC suspeots from a C(mst GUP'.lI.a V~SBOl. .tl.t 1330H i.lattery l~ cOlll!!l(mced heliliftillt" 
to Landill8 Zone EAGLl1 to establish a new fir1ni:; pod tion. 1.t 1554H CompanyD 
secure·~. Objeotive 2. J~t 1300R the ~mti-Ta.nk l'latoon was move,t up thiJ river 
by boat to J),'NG llil., mcvecl from ')llNG HA across crluntry, -ana arrive.;) Et L.r.:.nctintS 
Zone Eli.GLE. /l.t 1130H C00Pnny 1) secureci LbjRctive 4. 

(4) J.t 1750H Boaoh J3 .,uS wne clasp-ct, an·l ~horc A;'RXty tlatoan an.1 
jJeachmaster Unit returned to th3 US::; TH..jv1J~S(ll()i:J (LS.J-28). ',fhe • .mphibian 
Tract:)r·.t la.toon r'!turnflr'L to the! US~ VANe uvrn (L:t).J-2). 
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(5) As of 2000H 'W}itl were lQoatocL as follows, 

:'JLT 1-26 Y) 191694 

Company A YD 213662 

C<:mp\ ny 13, Yl) 167715 

Company C Y.l) 197694 

. Company 'J YJ) 185735 

He. ttory .~ YD 213662 

107mm MortRr Battery y!1 191697 

AT l'lat:')on YD 213662 

(6) No o~mtaot was mado durin",; the night. 

b. D+1.- 16 Se~tet1b.-:r 1266 

'(1) .Il.t 0500H C;)mpfIJlY"'; r.-,oeivoll4 rr)Wl:ts of mortar Hn,l 21' r'JW'lds 
of small arms fire from the southeast. Fir(:; w&s returnod I'llldcontaot was 
broken. 

(2) Compan1Gs 11, ~:i and .J bnp'lll' Clk1Vinlj shortly nftor. first light. 
~t 1015H CI)mpany J; l:Iocu.red tbjeotivo, 3. Control of ll<1.val e,unfire r.nd. artillory 
was passed p.shore at 1100H. ~t 1119H Cr~mpe.ny 13 r!)OciVeCiscatterad small 
arms fire from 3 snip,jrs in villll{3e locato\i At 1JJ .160714. lJurint:, the soarch a 
~f the village 5 VOS Were o'apturerl in ac.di ti n to prcl:rl:l{,~anda mat.3ricl. .. 

(3) J~t 1530H 2 bloby tre.ps ocpbi'Lert in the. C0mpany ~J position at 
Y.o 110730 infliot1n;:s 3 \olIA. Nino b'-,,,by tra.ps were:iestroyed. in plaoe. l\t 
1600H o()0rdinaticn "f iir :~aS8etl A.shr,re. .il.t 1650H C"mpl'lllY J reoe1vt':lcL scattere(t 
small arms fbe frem Y) 153716. 1..t 1111H CcmF.ny 13 C?Jae undar h'3avy slllall 
arms firo fr'JID the frrmt a.n l both flanks at YJ 15;716. Ci)mpfUlY"> was in 
cr.>ntao.t wi th an eetimat(,:d NVA :pompany nn,~ austa.ined L.££. ar.J~ 9 Wll. llrt111ery 
and olose air sUp1;,ortec1. Cnmpany il. The oontact was brnkon at1"74O'H ~lV.~ 
reaulte.c1 .in LNVJI. KU. (bo\1.Y oount), ~ (p'/saihle) ~nd. 12 VJIlI. (pc;ssible). 
ColiiplllJ"JJ s;)oureJ. I.'bj",ctive 5 fl,t 114;!I.. .. t 1720H mortar r"Jun:1S weN receivec'. 

_. :by Com~ny ~ from YJ 165138. Na.val runfira (:estr0ye:i.} l!lortars Mel '4 NV~~ 
.. ~(all oonfirm(~d).~.t 1755H lhmpany 1... 1UlouvereoJ f()xholes for abcut 80 

personnel ~t Yjl 173653. J.'oks andolothirlt.; wore scnttered a.bout the area. 

il.t 2000H uni to wor~ loce.t(:)J. ns £:;110w81 

~jLT 1-26 TJ 191694 
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Company J.. YD 171649 

C0mpany II YTJ 151719 

C"opany 0 yrJ 197694 

Company :I.J y) 1687~2 
': ~: 

:}!"ttery ~1 YJ) 21,662 

107mm Mortar Da~~ery y-j) 197694 
, , 

J~'r Uatonn Yll 21 }662 

(5) At 2210H Nl estimated 15 VC p:riobad .datteryJ.i inf1ictinL~ 1 WI1~ • 
.At 2,03H C,")mpany J) reoeived 2, roumls of mGrtar fire. 107mm hortar BAttei"y 
fire(t~ counterbattery with gbdd effect. '1.t2305H the BUr t-26 or received 
2 grenades anel automatic weapons fire from B'Yllth ()f th,3 C:t'. l~t 2340H the 
~'lLT 1-26 Cle received 1 60mm Mortar rounlfrom scuth of the OJ:. ComlJany C 
used 60iinn mortar counterbattery wi th Good effect. 

o. D-2 - 17 September 1966 

(1) J.t oo18H Batter, A, 13th l'J.a.I'inoa had. four t;"I'oM(les thrown in to 
their perimeter, inflictinr ohe Wlt~. 

(2) At 0341H, CompR.ny A was RttA.ckecl by an estima'ted company-size 
NVA unit with heE1.vy small !ll'II1S ~'Q.d Mor:tar fire from both flanks of the 
perimeter. The c0ntact was broken a.t 0353H (Company 1~ sustain6d .1.JU,il 
and ~). ./artillery ann. naval ~;unfire sUPP"rted Compa.ny A. L:t first l1t :ht 
the company moved :Jut to continue its mission ant investigate the results 
(!)f the ~Irevious action. At 0615H the or)mpany (!.lsc0vered 11 Ult KIA's (;:;st 
fO KIJ., ~O WL~) an~l CF.l.rture't the follnwi1\(s i terns at y,) 173652&" 

4 J.utoma tic Wi;llpons 
20 lVlA.hazines 
3uO liounr'!.slf assorted small arms ammuni ti,n 
6 JJ.. mines 
98 gr,.na;i.es 
4 AT hoeket launchers with 12 r,",un,s 
l'iiscellsM ~us paekboards, Wilt: eq~ipment e.n': clothing 

(3) At 0740H tho Foroe liE>con i:lutoon was ins8rt,'(1 nt y~) 282748 to 
conduct survailancc 0f the b~f,ch r.roa. i.e Comptuly '~l. e'ntinuedsweeping 
th;'ough tho A.roa in thi? vicinity of 'Vj 173652 1 vee ,wearing a khaki uniform 

, ' , " , , , ,....-,.-, .. ' 
and,rUbber b00ts ~as captursr't. Jot 0645II 4 oarbine's; 2 r0cket rounds and 
numerous fr~sh blood stRins 'Were (Uac ovcro ,i. InnicntiOhs W8rothet th~ 
NVA's woro hastily r"trMt1ng to th~ north. ' 1Lt 0925H Company A fl)und tho 
body of the Recon J..lstoon MlJI. un(l,er '1 bush. His w lun,la ha'l berm bflnclat:;oli 
by thp NV~.'s but he hl'iil, ded from loss of blOOd. j.t 1000H a~~lntoon from 
C,)mpany 0 Was haliUfte,_i to establish 1'1. blooking position at n 168675 :'n 
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sup:',"rt of Cc,Iilpany .i •••• t 1310H UomDany •• ~,isc~,vcrc(l 30 tn 40 freshly (Lug 
em;>lncements, 1 'h'Jnby tr't;' kit, 100' r0un.:ls of .sr:r,ll (,!'ins ar'Dnuni tion, 1 home­
mad,e £~flS mE'.sk, 'm, niscpllane()Us cnl"in0'2r tr'c;ls at Yi) 151669. 

(1',) J.t 13 /t5H C,lJ:!l:,Hny ,J enter':''-< R vill2.t';r bcatorl at y, 156737. e 
The search of thC' villnL,<) uncCJVcro,"- miscellfi'~necus 'r'),~p,t,.':l.nrla i toms, ;;unji 
stakes, an{ n fow trenches. Thore wc,rG n) males "",r'Jsent in tho villa(.,o. 
j~t 1515H Company ;J vIas hit by h,)uvy small arms nnrl l1urOffi:i tic weap'ns fr-::>m 
both si(~es (If the rr;,9,rJ. 'tt ¥:J 146730. After cl'o.llin(~ nrtillery fires C~'ml)any j 

advanced and, RUtin ClUllll un'ter hoavy fire nt 1535H. l1,rtillery WfiS r.:.,<ain 
utilized. ~lot 1545H Cr!Inl'anYJ ncain bf!Cm n:eei vinL firo. 

(5) 11,t 1545H a jF.tr'il frt.-fl C,-,m:'anY:5 rocr.'iv0,l fire at [,146711. 
'rho pe.trol roturned fir, cm',~ the VC f1'".1. 'rhf:! j:ntri1 f:"uni s8v::;r>:tl b LS 
of rice and loxce run -'un ts qf fresh bl"loJ. in. the E.'.r(;a. 'rhe acti,n r8sul t::d 
in 5 VC wL. c0nfirmo'.~. 'l'he Cumpany C l'l8. to(,n blocking f"ree r·)turno,l at 
1554H. 

(5) .. t 1633H a ho.j, Lv[,c holic',~tGr was shut :i'iwn b,'.' sIDRll arms fire. 
Emort eney rep-tirs w:~r·; nln'_~p 'I.n,l the helic{:il-,tOY WflS able to fly ,mt Al thollt:h 
CGmpany;.) was still un'~,cr fire. ~loir strikes wCJro run I·m: at 1800B (jr;rurany e 
lJ harl brc,kon con t"lct. 

(7) ..ilot 2000H uni ts .lOre in the fc,llnwinL' ,)osi tinns: 

.JL'l' 1-26 YJ 197694 

C ,mili-my .I~ Yi! 163667 

C{)mpany J YJ 151719 

C,)).mn.ny C 1.1) 197691 

Cowpany ;; y; 152734 

,Bf'.ttery ~,J. YJ 213662 

107mlll l·j rtar :jntt(~ry YJ 191697 

~.'£ ... lnton ¥':J 213662 

(8) ~lt 2005H hlC' t:r'ups of white li,.'hts ~mrl Imr? re(l li~;ht WGre 
observ,J':~' '.ne Cr0ul' \11:',S l·:c:'.te': 700 mct<::rs S1l3t ~f th,; BLT CJ.' nn,' th,,:; s(~e:\n':t 
gr--)UjJ WP.S 1500 L1et'!rs t,) thE! Wflst.Che 1ii~hts W0re eva1uate(1 ns VC niiht 
si:htin,. (l,uvie8S f"r rr:~\rtnrs. 81mr;! l'1'rtn.rs worn firerl. nn u"th tarvets. 'fhc 
lL,hts W0ro bitha;r '.,estr,:ye l T extin,>uish'J(':. ..t 20201! P. Cf'mp~.ny ;. ,Lmbush A 
ro)-'orto,:l 6 VC moviDt; at Y" 166671. 60mrn l!l',rt~~rs were (~!flrl~y(cl~l. 1.n estimnteft _ 
1 vq g,., 1 va Wlh nr.:,b3},le wers the r"sul ts. 'i'h,:;r(' woas 0') fUrth3r activity 
~)+2. 
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d. jJ+} - 18 Septomb,er 1226 

(1) Comparl1;) received. nlortar fire Rt 004q~1. J .. rtil~ery fireJ cr.untar 
batter1 an·:1 tho morters wnre silencr3c:. (JOffiPl'Uly'.1;wn;S probe-d. at O;15H '111 th 
one ,band gr~nl'Lde. Cnmpany:d ,o1t'Goaiven 3 rt'Junda of 51nun r800i11e88 rifle 
andr·2Cl.rounds of 82mm m.ort~ 'At 0630R. i.i,r ,was called with good effect and 
tho fire oEill.1.sed. ;, 

. .', (2) " ~t O~OOH d:)mp~ ,~b(~ga~ -a~lV'ancing t,o Objective 6 :"~\~ Company 

.J at;fMtC?d "lic seize Vbjciotivo' 711, ~.t 0845~ the" LVT rlatoon, loss ""chioles, 
we.s helilifted to LZ j·!t~GLE. "The ,'i':~nkl?la~ool1 personnel. we;e rtilum&d, to, . , 
the U~ THUIYJ./~S'rvN (1lb1l-28). ,Irhe Tank 1'1a teen , with vehicles, was" embH 'ked· 
aboa:t'q ,LQlIi .. 8' s for l!lovement ~o')ONG ~. 

" 
(3) .l~t O~H5H Comp8Jll ulIla.de h~l;l.vy contnct., 'rhoy rp.oeivet1. automatio 

weE\p,ons fire frQm both s1des:and.;the fron,~ IltY.lJ 1467~O~ ThA lean plfl,'Io?,nL : 

s\1lt'I'Qit one ,KI~~ 9.11.C'. ono WIA ,.when they passed thrc'tigh. a booby trapped tat~. 
efta 11'1r8' bunke;r .WFtS ,locat('!\i on the rOA,!li i{1 the centcir of the: vill81$e~C' c 

ixt-I'.J!.ely heavy fire forced ODl!lP<~ j) to withdraw. N.~val.i.<Wlfirfl ann': a.rtH.lery 
WeN ea;l.l.$c1 in to cover the -":.i thclre.wnl. C;;ntaot was broken. 

" ,,(4) .l.ir~_J.2~C')mp~~: securer.. Obj':9~ive' 6. 'rhe llIJr ChOPPOCl, OpCcn 
to the l'h1rd l'ikF lit 1200H. "This t()rmiootc,J Operation 'JECKHOUSE Ii}" !lIl:l 
ini tintod l)pera tion ~ It.:.r.rst0r the 13LT. 'rho BL'l' ;faS a.ssigned the mission 
of CPlldu,~ting- eePI.1'oh and ~l·,strr)y opel'ations in aSSit:n0~L 'fJ.0li. (See Tf1b B) 
At 1455H CpmpfU'lY j,J rlt.>a.ln 0 El.m8 under "hC3n"l"Y fire f1'o1':". the village located r.t. 

YlJ 1467~. Sup~'()rtini_~ arms were eruplo~d rllJ. at 1534H the oompany bagan, 
withllrawing to the CompMY n, F"sitiop lOPf;lted I'l.t Ob,jeoU:.,o 5\'. '1'h~ 'Company J) 

enga.gelll9llt during the (lay reSllltei'~ in 35 NV~~ K!J. (c,mfirmeCl), 45 KU (probable). 
Total equipme.nt ca.ptured or,'1.estroYGd ,inclurLen 4iJ(-47 l(if1~s, 7 ::>iili 'Carbines, 
50 sti<lik Grallarie B, 50b round.s e>£ fUlIIUunition, an'::' 11 I!la6azines. At 161 £B 
BI!\~tery~ cU,splF',;ceu. to a nnw, firin£: pos'itionat yj) 167682. l~t 1800H the 
Tank M,:1 ;;ihore ~)f'"rty ilRtoons were established a't 'lONG &.. J.t 1820H Company 
D reaohed Vbjective 5 8.n1. linked up with Company 13. 

], (5) .i~t 2QOOB uni ts ~ere locateli as follOWlfr 

13LT 1-26 

Company .i~ 

CompEU'lY JJ 

Company C 

Company ;J 

jjattery L. 

YJ 1~7{)94 

'[JJ 1'53669 

Y.) 152719 

Y,J 191694 

YD 152716 

Y.il 168682 

107mm Mortar Battery ~) 191697 

Tank l1at{xm 
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(6) '£herc wos n,' furthor c'nkct 'nrin,_ jn-}. 

o. jJ-t-/t ~ 19 SOIlt(O,nt.3r 1966 

(1) Ib contact "ms nl"L~O 'uri!~, the ni6ht. CC'Inpany i .. b0i.:an n~lvancirlt., e 
to 'LJ 1 !~2(;87. ilt 0845H Fi plat'iQn frr'Ll C 'jupRny C was hl~liliftl)J tn:)\)NG Hi~ 
to join wi th thp. '.i.'r,nk rlat,:,,'n. ;.s Cmpany ";.J ac1VanCGi', tC)wur,t the village 
(Yc) 147717) "t 0907H they c;::O.me urL~8r sUlall arr;1S fmi. rmtomR.tic W8F1.p~nS fire. 
!.t 0912H Cr)mpany.J HClS hCf'..vily ongFlI~er'c. Four Wil were surprisoi and 
killed in a hut. 'rhr:l NV •• 's W'ire L,roen uniforms, hGlmets, M(l b(;lt buckles 
wi th rG(, str.>.rs. 'Ehru; burp guns wore Cetfitured. 

(2) J~t 09(17H th{) '.1:'Etnk :'lntncmreinf:,rc; J with 2 flame tnnks f:r::(.:~ 
COr.lpany C, 3r1 T~nk llattali·n Fni'~ D pll'ltoon frotl C'.)mrEtny Cleft. l.NG Hi!. . 

en rc;utc to Y) 1/.2689. Cnri"lpe.ny I pUllet back from the villaCE! locA.tc,,~ at 
YlI 147717 un~l.cr hoavy fire. Qupportin,;' [irr:;s sature.tel the are!t. lit 1027H 
CI)mpany .:J attacked HI~flin nne. ronce again rp.n int0 hoavy fire. ~l.n air strike 
[it y,) 147716 pr()(~.uced suc'ncLary explosions. ll.t 1101H Coor,any.u 8.;ain entf;re·j 
the villni,';e an:'!. fcun(:. 1f18.l1Y trenches nnll tunnels. The CQrill'any bG/;aniestroyine 
the tunnols with (tone Ii ti.:ms. i,t 1300H C':';l7lpany J r<3coi ved. small .'~rf'lS fir8. 
il.t 1327H th(; cnm:prmy CfU:lG un'i.or h08,vy ~\ut()mi1tic wenrnns firH, rm,l acain e 
pulled llrtck to \.jhjective 5. idr nn-l.. n;,;,v2,1 /:.unfire "I:'rt:: cmr1oye,. il.t l'32.st 
35 NV.i~ '8 coverc<i with n[!~lilm w<'re seen runninc from the trenches. 

(3) .I.t 141 ItH tho ilL'l' Oi', Cdnrany C an< tho 107mm liwrtar J.~n ttory 
disl,lncD~ by helicl,ter t~) YJj 1/f2689. C0hlI",ny l) nenin 1I10V8(1.. tcw.o.r_~ the 
village ccnc1uctint rOC(,nutisRnce by fir:) ;J,t 1 't2<)H. C'JmpnnY:J cmtinued to 
il/iw.lJlcO 8.gdnst libht Oi)I',sitii1n until 1658H. \~h(Jn they Cft!:'I', un:~,:~r heavy 
autoL'.ntic wf,;;p.i.):)ns fire fr··,m b,)th flanks. The C,)r.ll;f.ny was pinnG~L t.LOwn. 
~u li~'0rtinc FtrmS WCire eri.!rluye.< lmt 01J.ch time 0xtill,'ry fire lift8~", til-., _ 
NV.i. 's rCSllllorl fin,. ll.t 17()8H C')lilpHny j r:Jccivc\t i1.utctif.Ltic wo·<j,pons fire ., 
at IU 15271ti. :i!'irc vIas rcturno:~ nn·.1 artillory fir(~ w',s CA.ll~~'l. Th0 C lntact 
was brnk(m nt 1710H. 

C1) l~s H C"I!ll1fl.ny .i~ [il;;t;ush ;'Ill:ty ·.f'i.artc'} th8 BLT Cot at 191UH, they 
f2f10.e c 'ntl1ct with throe VG. !.rho VC throw Po gronar:!.s ~nj flc,;. .i..t 191511, 
while ill' win, , t"Wi~r;l hill 1':.\9 (Y;I 125711) tf'c 'r[;,nk dr.t',<)n (Uuin) r;.nd 
a pllJ.t"·,m fr",m C:lI::!.'Juny C roc,',ivo'~ r~ukml1tic wee.vms fire t:nl ')no 57nlffi roo,;il108S 
riflo run'! "1.t Y) 1367(:7. l"ir', w:.s returner], inclu cing 2!) rnun,ls of 90mm 
cannister. ThE) NV .... with'rm! Unrl'3r tho C')VCT ,f (:flrkn2ss nfkr recoiving 
15 AI.. Clr'lb::ble) :::l.rh~ 6 \J1. .. (pr()bable). .,t 192i)H C"rr.pc.ny _, broko ct'ntact. 
Thoro W0rc 53 NVi. KL (c,mfirmp;'i.), '~3 NIh KL. (Tlrc)bnl>lo), 2 c~x'!Jines, 1 
light !JFl.chinogun, ~m:c 1 8ubruRchinecun '1.cstr"yn.'i tiuring tho ,:ay. 

JL'r 1-26 Y) 11,21)89 

IiJ 1421189 
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Com any i3 

Clmpany C 

Company lJ 

}3attory i~ 

Tank Flatoon 

3rd P1at,:nn Cn C 

DECLASSIFIED 

YD 152719 

Y'.J 125710 

Y'JJ 152719 

YD 168682 

Yl.l 136789 

TlJ 136789 

Yl) 168682 

(ti) l~t 2135H Batt,;ry A observed 15 VC mr:ving but no cGntact WR,S 
ma,1c. There was no fur1Ji>.cr cnntact c1.urine the night of :;)+4. 

f. J1+5 - 2~~) Septembf"r 1966 

(1) At 1)214H Cr;mpany J) roceivG:1 snilc8r fire from YD 152726. The 
compAl1y returner1 f:ire and called 81ram ;:/.irtar fire. Crmtact was or0ken. 
~\t llr!:H 00mpany C and Tqnk Ilak;on attackerl t,:warcl Cejective A. At 1540H 
a tank hit an ".T ndno(1. t YlJ 13572C and 3 NVA were seen at YlJ 135721. Four 
more 1.TII1inCb and 2 fia1c1 experLient liP mines were fr)und in the vi~Wi7. 
At 1845H C.;mpany jJ rGcci veel 5 mortar rnWlds in th'J vicinity of Y~J 1527.i.'(. 
Artillery pri'vidoJ. cOWlterbFCttory fire ~md the mort''lrs were silenced. 

(2) At 2 l-\'-~H units w(;re 1 r catml HS follws: 

I3LT 1-26 Y'J l!l2~89 

Contpany A Y.) 1.,2r)S9 

Company B YJJ 152719 

Corrr;JFlny C Y~ 135712 

Com:1any Jj yu 149712 

:Je..t tallY .ll YD 1(j8G82 

107mm Nnrtar I3a t tory YD 14';688 

Tank 1)lat~0n YD 135712 

YD 135712 

(3) There WOiS no contact Iluring the night of D+5. 
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g. li-t-6 - 21 :3el't()nhGT 196r) 

(1) C')ID1.li.l.ny C rGM3 "e(l 25 rcunis 0f !:l,rt'lr fire at : 515H. ,At 
0745H Cc'mpnny C frtb0ke:l to seize (,b.iective A. lit i815H l)ne .A'r rockot 
hi t a tank fIl11~ small arms fire WIlS receive:'!. rtt the front of Company C. e 
Pire W8.S rf9 turned and, r"'sul tecl in tW(l NVi. KIA's (confirmod), 2 rncket 
launchers captured, 5 £rencLlies, anI'.. 3(; rounds ()f Hussian 7.62I111D runmunition. 
J~t ,'S5lJH more NVl.' s o))(mcd fire from the c()m!>;:mT's ri?:.ht flank at YfJ 137117. 
Flame tanks werG GmpLJye(l~ Rnrl 3() INA were killed by body CI'unt. J.t U920H 
two tanks were hit by IlT rockets firod by a fGur man r'Jcket terun. 'rhe 
(:amage was miw,r an(t, nne) trulk fired cE'Jlnister e.t 75 ynr,ls. The fcur NV.l;,'s 
wore aisintreel1tG,'L. hesistnnce stiffenod, as tho company bee;an receiving 
h,,~rIVY firo from trenches to the front. C(!mpany C pulled back sr) yards, 
called air strikes an'~ r;;sumecl tho attack. .i.t 1020H heavy contact \vas ma,~e 
f1.t Yl) 139717 when i~T rockets e..n:l automatic weapons fire was recnived friJm 
trenohes. .~t 1130H Company C broke contllCt. 

(2) C(m:;any lJ Il1-~nUlwereci to the richt of C ,mnany C, ani Cc,mIBny 1:1 

joined the right flank 'Jf Compnny .D while SU? '0rting r-trms fire:.! (m Lbjcctive 
i~. ht 1533H C~)m;~anios .rl, C ani; .J, supportoJ by tanks :,:ttf:cked. t') seize 
Cbjectiv8 1~. 1.t 16/.5H I..lljoctive Ii was sccur{~1 wh[~n thc: NVA force br·)ke contp..cta 
fl.nL\ flod north. There wore: 11) NV1. KI •• 's (confirm;]:..) antt &9 NV~~ KIJ~'s (prob- • 
ablo) , 

13LT 1-26 !;) 142689 

C,':mpa.'1,y :. YJ 1/,2(,09 

C')Iup.qny J..! TiJ 142724 

CrJ!Tlrany C '[:) 138710 

Cc:mpl1ny ,j '{J 149718 

:dattory ~I '(iJ 1 f)8fi82 

107;;rrn Ncr \;[',r ~httr'ry YJ.) 14066{3 

'l'ank 11n t\on y,) 13H720 

J.nti-'l'rmk J.1a t'j:n YD 1(;0(,82 

(4) There WfJ.S n() c 'ntact 'luring the nit~ht of _,+f). 

(1) ,/.t ')307H C'-'mpe..niGs C 1m: ,J racei vc:i 1't,',proximntGly 45 roun,'!.s 
,)f nnrt8.I' firo. li~val ,',unfire silenced the'm:Jrtr:.rs. lit 05S0H C;'JIllpanies 
C anJ ,:.; A.p".in r",coivo(l r.lcJrt,c,r fire. Company li Gbser9'cd 8 va novint; towa.ri 
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the COOW'.l1Y P rimGtcr at.J'Y/H. 
arms, ~1-79's, rm.'. nr:v:,l i;.unfire. 
Kh's ([lrf)lJFlbld. 

j.t O("r511 the VC wnr2 fir(F~ on by small 
There were 2 KI,~' s (c::mfirmG '.) ant 3 

(2) .il.t 0930H Cnmprmy C ,dsc,worG'l Fill UrtC1Gcuriecl trench I.m.t bunker 
coml11ex runnin[.; frnpJ Y; 127124 t,! YI 12"719. Lt 0945H tw,:1 LV'r's 
arrivod flt 'li":UG Iu. nfbr movint, up river froM the U:3S 'lLNGl'UVEii. (Li.~J-2). 
J. colunm of Lur tanks from C'Jropany C, 3rt rrank JlftGtalion, the t""'J LVT' s 
A.nd a plr'toon fror" COElpA.ny .i. departed, J. IJG Hi1 at 123QH to link up with 
Company C. ilot 1030H Company j r8coivG(( sC8.ttered sfJaIl arms fire fr:Jt'! 
Y.) 1457 40 • ~~t 1146H C:)l!lpany j recei ve~ scattere,1 s:naH arms fire from the 
front. Jl.t 1242H Company C DRcle c ntact \lith a rocket tGru:l at Y.) 124720 
anci killo~ one iNi .. (crlnfirrr,cc.). ." rc:ckot lr,unchor, 3 r;lckets, 2 automatic 
weapons, 3 tJ'rona:i..8s, 1 light filachine::,un bFlrrel mll.l 1 OEm of 1(u8sian 7. 112LllT, 
lin'kec'l mnmuni tion were cP.pture(~. ll.t 14'JOH CorapHny C ma . .!.e furthGr c ntact 
at Y:J 124720 amI. killod 2 tN~. (c011firmo('!.). j.t 1,1C'\2H a tank in the column 
frim :Jl'J'IG Hi. hit a mine at YJ 13667h. At 153=}H Company ..J uncverc,l 17 bO'lias, 
an Gxtcmsivc, trench m~twl'rk, bunkers rldnf<rcl':)c\ wi th c(lncrote ant mllny spider 
holes at Y:J 140730. At 1h35H Cnnpany C Camu un,lor llnchinogun fire at 
y-}.J 117719. The On,lrnny attackO<ln;t killer.. 5 HVA (c'-.nfirmed) I1.nd 2 (probp..blc) • 
.tit 1IF)~H R. patrol fr"w .J!:'.ttery 1. visitGc', a ncnrby CathC'lio l'rphanage an'. 
rlDnat8J 3:~ cc..ns .--f C-ll.;tirms. l.t 16~7H C mpany .J sirhtCld 12 VC Rt '!J 135733 
and 0F111G'~ in artillery fire. 

.ILT 1-2fi YD 1 :~2r,G9 

C.)mp<'..ny .1 YD 142iS fj9 

C'.'ml;any TJ 133772 

C()r.1l}any C m 110719 

Com111 ny J) YD 11).719 

jlntt0ry il. YD 166r;e2 

1 n7r:uTI H. -rtar Jj ,t tory Y') 1 L~J68[ 

'ran'k lht~.n 'fl 118719 

.i.lflt,'m (-) C,'mp?ny C, Yil 17Y;71 
3r(:l'rnk J5n.ttali'·n 

(:") 1l.t 2317H C r;,pany .) obsorved wh!,t ai'l'GCtrG(: t, be nrtnr 
rtlmlnc li,~hts (.utsi;lc their perimeter. ~.rt·illcry fire was calloe". an,l 
th8 lights wore! Elxtinguished. l£h(Jre WHS n'); furtl:18r c,'.ntact l;.uring }J+7. 

13 

DECLASSIFIED 

ENCLuSU;'C~ (1) 
::-lECit 'J'r-N\.'FI...HN 



DECLASSIFIED 

i. 1)+0 - 23 Se)JtEnb.Jr 19()1) 

(1) .ilS C, 'mrany J.' c0ntinue,i $("Arch an:t.GstrlJY ')pcrEttions they mrt'18 
contact at:ti3r;H E1.t ,(,) 135735. ll.n ai,L stn.tion we.s f,un l p.n:l evic1cnce 
th",t a NV .. , .dRtC!n was in thp arena 'l'he C('.mpeny f.nv,~ ch-;tsc an..-\' at y.) 121733. e 
they (Lisc('vore'} a tunnel c;m!~10x. C:ne tunnel was 12 f'<et by 45 feet an,'l 
c·ntaine.~ five C::lses ,f fil(;'~icnl SUl'i)lies. 1'cP.l WC>!Il(m stfLtGr1. that tWl' Wvi. 
1'latoons he}. just lJElSS':;c\ thr"w:'.h the Co':""". Fm~ ,.ere accompo.nio,:!. by Chinese 
... d.visClrs. C 1i1j,'any j3 ·,ursuo: i. but c 'ul i. n,Jt make contact. ll.t 0935H C:'mpa.ny 
C CI?Jll8 un,lor Nf r')cket an.~ Rut(lmatic wOIJ.i.'-ns fire frc.I!1 DJ 115719. ":ne tf'Jlk 
c.etonate'l an .. oJ, minoa Wh,m the C(;J'Tlr,~tny 8.ttRckccl the NV.i~'s fIe"':'. jl.t ,r;945H 
}~ NYJ. were observed at Ll 111727 and naval Gunfire was cn.lled.. 'l\Tenty :NV~. 
were kille~. At 173CH as Company Jl entero(t a villa"f'e locatel at Yv 120725 
they r8cfdve~ fl hGavy v'Jlume of Ianrt2r aIle. automatic wea:)on fire. 'l'hc NVj~ 
broke contact an:". fIe:', at 175CH. lne NVi. was capture:1 ani. evacu8.to:~ to thE: 
4th l'1nrines Cr. ..t 195'IH the Cr)Illpany ~3 !,"lorimeter wr,s rrobeJ. The rNA broke 
can tact Ill'll~ fl.)],. ~'11<} veti was CC\T' turGC;. 

(2) J~t 2'} '>fiB uni ts W(lI'O lOMtG, [l"S f)11ows: 

.JL'f 1-26 Y~} 1.12609 

Company •• '[''.J 1 (;21)09 

CC;Illpilny J 'ji) 12()72L'f 

Coml'r.ny C T:J 1)9697 

C':.r.,rany iJ 'fj) 1151QO I 

jjattcry , . T) 118602 

F:7mn i'vlrtn.r jattery Y:') 1·l0r-),j[l 

'rnak i l~lt')on (J.(,' in) YJI 109tS97 

i~T J.L,t·,:tm Y'! 1(,0562 

t,) 'i'horo WC1S no furthlr contact !Urir;(~ th:O! nibht of iJ+O. 

( 1) 'l'he ~'nphi bi ous wi th(lrnwal comn;cnc(Y\ Et 070'JH. CcmpaJlie s ;j 

anc~ l! wer::. ht"lilift;'lcl tn the U3S Iw\ JIM .. (w-H-2) along \.,i th lBsignnte 1 
SU~) llios. ..t 12JOH tho !JL'r chcpped l'~'C')l1 frOLl 4th lIirines k TG 79.5 (SLF) • 
. As the Tr,nk i:lato'Jl1 (Hcin) with (lloments : .. f CCr:iL;any C wC?rr. r.nr0ute t, ... ,kNG 
lli~ at 15(})d the c)lur.m was hit fr·~,r:1 th(' r:"r by .~T rcckots ann. Hutomatic . e 
weapons ~t Y:J 135C33. thu tanks an, infr:mtry c'8i>l:)Y8(1. n.ne returned fire 
and an nirstrike wns lelivere,-1. 'rho acti')n r03ultocL in 7 KI~i (c.:mfirme\l) 
an,1. 2,) .1\:1 •• (probfl.ble). il'ho colw;m r0ceedc,-~ on to .lONG iL. 
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llvr 1-26 Y) 1426[;9 

Compe.ny :J L1H-2 

Battery j. Y'~ 11')2602 

Tank l'laton (itein) DONG HA 

(1) J.t first li{;ht tle wi th~rE'.wn.l c nt:j.nu(;j, Cclmpany G an,< the 
'rank rlatclfm (Hoin), J3attory.u nne the 1.'1' .I.'lntr.0n returnec1 to their reB~_'ective 
ships by 11 :n.dng craft fr'Jm LNG Hi,. C'JllJl1rulY il, the E 1nJlll Mortar Ja t tery an~~ 
H&S C0m;::any were; hcliliftecl t·- the runr.hibir,us shilning from LZ jjLU'~IiU. 

6. hosults 

(1) 'rhn f lLwin[, is th" ;iSSeSSIThmt of iN}. ao, VC I,ersonm1 
cc.suA.1 ties inflictc,l by Dltttl1li0n L·nc.inp; Tenm 1-2t;, 

(r~) KI.;, (b\)Y e, UNT) 254 

(b) KLL ( -P.('lW3~) 313 

(0) WIA (C, ::FI J:1E;:;) 14 

U.) IN.1~ C'1ptivos 1 

(8) vc:; 13 

( r) vec 3 

(2) The fr.llwing is p. c',-)f.lpi1atic;n "f (jnUIilY equirrnentw.l Inntcrial 
cA.pturer'l. or dostr;yod by Battal i)n LlUldin!. TGam 1-2(" 
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(1m) 
(. 

(n) 

(0) 

(p) 

b. Frhndly 

DECLASSIFIED 

7.62 CElrbi,fe ~II ChiQom Type 511 

7.62 U1G 111':; ChicQIIlType 56 

J~T Rkt LaUil10hers 1-;},G-2 

Stick Type Gr.~nades 

L'lEl.gazines tlsBorted , ' 

I' 

40mm i.T ~'a:mIn I) , ., 
Home IllRde Gas ~lask 

j;f)ouments 

. ,'onicillin 

h1.ckboar-1s ant'\. :i'o~hes 

Bunkers 

'lrenchlinas M',\ tunnels 

'.;. 

. 15 

2 

9 

153 

" .}1 

4~OO Rlts 

22 llds 

2 

1U Lbs 

.~5 Lbe 

13 

2 Cases 

30 

70 

1 20{) Me ter& 

'" 

(1) Casua.ltias sustained by B;~tta1ion lcn.:Ung Team 1-26 are 
summarized belows 

f ~. . 

(a) K1A -;4 

.1 Gunshot - 20 

£. ShrR.pnel - 6 

(b) ::Jied of Wounds - 2 

.1 Gunshot - 2 

(0) WU - 167 

1 Gun8ho~ ~ 66 : 
16 
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~ Shrapnel - 101 

(d) Non-Battle CRsualties - 75 

1 l'J.e.llU'i& - 10 -
.6- Heat - 19 

.2 Sprains - 17 

.1 Misca Ilene Qua - 29 
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.1ARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUAIRON 363 
Marine Aircraft Group 15 (Rein) 
9th Marine Amphibious Br~ade 

FPO. San Francisco~ 96602 
3:WHG :fe 
)480 
26 September 1966 

Froll: C01lllll8J1ding Officer 
To: Commandero Special Landing Force 

Subj: After Exeroise ReportG Operation Deckhouse IV and Operation Prairie; 
submission ot 

Ref'S (a) Annex U to CTG 79.5 Op Plan 328Ji7 
(b) Maps: AMS L7¢l4 6342 10 (1: 5~o0¢0) CAM-LO 

AHS L?014 6342 IIo (lg5~o~¢~) THON DOC KINK 
AMS L~14 6442 Io (1:5~o0~¢) THON MOO XA OOliG 
AMS L7014 6442 1110 (1:5¢o~0~) BA LONG 
AMS L7¢14 6442 IVo (1~5¢o¢~0) QUANG TRl 

Enola (1) Chronology of Significant Events 
(2) Statistical Summary 

10 In accordance with reference (a)o enclosures (1) and (2) are sutmlitted o 

9j~1!j~'f/-/ 
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15 Sept.omhtr: 

Operation Deckhouse IV began this date when one aircraft launched from the 
LPH-2 at 063511 to provide SAR for the pending assault g troop li:f't~ 

Sixteen squadron aircraft b~an launching from the LPH-2 at ¢65~H with the 
first assaUlt elements of Glimmer Bravo. These elements were lifted into the 
initial strike zone at coordinates YO 1736270 code named LZ Wreno When Gli!1lIller 
Bravo had been lilted ashoreo GlimMer Delta was then lifted from the LPH.2 into 
the second strike lone at ooordtnates Y.D 1986950 code named LZ Sparrow. Upon 
completion of these lifts9 G1imner Charlie was lifted from the U.S.S o Vancouver 
into LZ Sparrow. Deadlock aircraft ot VMO-2 provided escort for the strikes 
and no enemy fire was encountered o The sixteen squA,dron aircraft then con­
tinued to lift troops and external cargo into the two zones for the remainder 
of the morning I) 

The lead aircraft of the 11ft and his wingman were diverted at 130¢H to 
coordinates YO 170653 tor an emergency recon retraction I) On final approaoh 
into the zone the lead aircraft encountered intense ene~ automatic weapons 
and small arms tire o The lead aircraft sustained three hits before waving 

- off 0 One hit damaged the engine oil cooler which necessitated an emergency 
landing at Dong Ha.. During this action~ the aircra.ft Q 8 crew chief was 
slightly woundfldo The aircraft remained down at Dong Ha for the remainder 
of the d~ for battle damage o 

Four additional aircraft then diverted to YD 1,?~61) to re"\:'ract the pinned 
down recon team~ All four aircraft encountered intense enemy automatic weapons 
and small arms fire entering the ~one and were forced to wave offu uuring this 
time~ the aircratt gunner of the numher two aircraft was 6erious~wounded by 

.. the en8III.Y ground fireo 'Ibis aircraft then diverted immediately to the ship 
(, --]tithits med evao., Approaching the LPIL.2:, control difficulties were experienced 

.- by the aircratt g and atter a sateD but eventful landing ~ it was learned the a.ir­
craft' 8· serv08 had been erlensi vely damaged by the enemy fire, 

The other three 'aircraft in the flight flew to Dong Ha to assess their 
battle damage whioh was determined to be minor at the tilrte o althougho closer 
inspection aboard the LPlL2 revealed that the number three aircraft had al­
most had its tail rotor cable completely severed by the f'irec, 

Condole and Dea.d1ock aircraft were then called into the retraction area 
for an air strike" Five additional squadron aircraft then went in under the 
air cover andertected the retraction uithout further inc1dent~ One U.S .. KIAo 
6 U.ti. WIA and twelve rema.ining troops of t.he recon unit were returned to the 
LPH_2" 

Twelve aircraft launched from the LPH=2 at 163¢H to lift Glimmer Alfa 
(" and Battery Alta from lending lone uove (YD 302728) and Blue Beach (YD 31¢735) 
'-~ into LZ Eagle (YD 215665) Q Two aircraft were diverted during the lift to Blue 

Beach" There they picked up 5 VC POW·s 1'l11d transported them to LL. Sparrow" 
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e e 
Upon completion or the troop liftp four a~craft'continued to lift 1~5 ammo 
from Blue Beach to LZ Eagle" Prior to completing this lift two of the air_ 
craft were diverted to LZ Sparrow where they picked up 1 UOS. WIA and returned 
him to the LPH-2o 

TWo aircraft launched at 194¢H to transport an emergenoy resupply of ammo 
and vater to LZ Sparrowo Three U0 5 0 med evacs were then returned to the LPH_2 
fram LZ Sparrow without incidenio 

16 S,ptomboJ:: 

The majority or the flighte this date were resupply and med evac missions 
in support or BLT 1/260 Throughout the morning squadron aircraft lifted 
8upp1ies or '"'-ter It rations and &1l\1li0 from the LPH_2 and the UoS~So Vancouver 
into LZ Eagle" LZ Sparrow" Oll.MlIler Bravo at YD 1657120 and Glimmer Delta at 
10 187742.. Two aircra.f."t. after dropping cargo at LZ Sparrow 0 returned to 
the ship and picked up CTG 760 50 The flight then proceeded to the UQS9S~ 
Oklahoma City where they picked up ComSeventhFleet and transported him to the 
Glianer CP at LZ Sparrowo . On. the return trip an aerial racon of W Eagle was 
Made 0 !be two aircraft then returned ComSeventbFleet to the U0 5 0 5 0 Oklahoma 
City and then returned to the LPH~2o 

Six Uo5o mad evacs were picked up during the Morning from the various zonas 
and returned to the L'PH-20 No enemy fire was encounteredo 

Water Rnd rations resupp~ continued throughout the afternoon by squadron 
aircratt in 8upport or BLT 1/26. Two resupply aircraft were diverted to 
Glimmer Alta's position at coordinates YD 184645 where they picked up one UoSo 

WIA and returned hill to the LPH...2o Four other aircraft on resupply missions 
were diverted to lD 17_7)'/J(Objective 3) ~ where they performed a routine ex·· 
traction or a twenty-two man Ue 5 0 Marine recon team and returned them to 1J, 

. !Sparrcnrt> 

Other squadron aircraft resupplied elements of 1/26 at coordinates Y.ll 1'73734-
and m 1986940 ' Two of the aircraft made three trips from Dong Ha to U .t:agle 
transporting external loads of lI'lcpgaso The two aircraft then returned to the 
ship and were launched again immediately on an emergency ammo rasupp11 to 
Glimmer BravoD located at coordinates YO 16l'719~ Both aircraft encountered 
enemy' 8III8ll. arms tire approaching the zone and while in the zone u however 0 no 
hits were received¢ The aircraf't then picked up 9 UoSo WIA and 2 Uc.5o KIA 
from the zone and returned them to the shipo 

Six aircraft launched from the LPH-2 at 185¢H and made night emergency 
resupPlies or ammOn rations and water to Glimmer Delta at 10 17~730o Glimmer 
Bravo at lD 161719 and other elements of 1/26 at coordinates 10 198694 and 
coordtnates YO 1737340 No ene., fire was encountered during the even1ng~s 
activities .. 

Twoo condition threao med evac aircraft were dispatched to the U .. SoS., 
Vancouver on the night of the 16th to provide fast reaction time for.med evacs 
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while the UeSoSo Iwo Jima went out to sea for replenishmento At ¢545Ho 
1'7 September, they began the day's act.ivities by launching from t.he LPDm.2 
to coordinates 11) 1'1367_ to pick-'L1P 11 U0 5 0 WIA and 1 U.S. KIAo The med 
evacs were returned to the LPH_2 without incident~ 

Two additional aircratt launched from the LPH_2 to pick-up 21 UoS q WIA 
and 1 UoSo KIA from Olimner Alta's position at coordinates yO 1'726480 Two 
tripewerB required to complete the evacuation to the LP~2o and no enemy 
fire was encountered 0 

Two airornfto assigned as Battalion direct support for the morning~ 
launched fro. the LPlL2 to LZ Spt!.rrow (In 198694)0 From Sparrow they were 
sent to Bravo Com~ (YD 152'717) with an ~o resupplYo They then returned 
to LZ Sparrow to pick-up 2 U.50 sick and evacuated them to the shipo 

Four aircraft launched at ~65~H to LZ Sparrow and lifted personnel and 
equ1pMnt of the 8J.MK mortar platoon to Objective 5 at coordinat.es YD 152'7180 

Twotr1ps were required to oomplete the lift 0 and the aircraft then began 
resuPblY me10ns of water p rations and externals from LZ Sparrow to LZ ~gle 
and to Gl1.mer Alta at coordinates lD l7,6S¢c Resupplies were then lifted 
trom the LPH.2 to Glimmer Alta o and there were no incidents~ 

Two aircraft departed the LPH_2 to LZ Sparrow and piclced up a 12 man 
recon tea tor an insertion at U Dove (YO Zfl.¢?'¢)o No enemy fire was en­
oountered during the ni~hto 

. Five aircraft departed the LPH.2 at 092¢H to transport a 64 man reaction 
force trom LZ Sparrow to YD 16)6790 The lift was completed in two trips 
without incidento 

Seven squadron aircraft flew resupply missions in support ot 1/26 through­
- out the lIlOming f'r01ll the LPH-2 and the LPD<=>2 to U Sparrow and W Eagle o No 

. enemy tire was encountered o 

Two squadron airoraft returning from an admin run to Oa Nang were diverted 
to Delta Com~·at coordinates YO 15~?3J to pick-up five mad avacs Q The air­
craft encountered intense enen~ automatic weapons fire approaching the zonao 
'l'he enemy tire damaged the number two aircraft. U 5 engine oil pump forcing U, 
to make an emergenoy l:anding in the zone~ Delta Company immediately provided 
securitY' for the downed aircraft and arrangements were made with the LPfr~2 to 

. fly in necessary parts ~,d a maintenance crew to repair the aircraft o The 
maintenance crew was flown into the zone and temporary repairs were ma.de h1 
the crew 'while the zone ~s under sporadic p enemyo small arms fire o ~eml 
mortars began bracketing the zone as the ere", completed the temporary repairs" 
The bird then lilted from the zone without further damage and landed at Ll 
E~le where it remained for the nighto 

. Seven squadron aircraft continued resupply missions in conjunction with 
(":other lIi~siol'18 throughout the afternoon 1..'1 support of 1st Bn 0 0 26th Marines, 
'-' 

TWC) of the aircraft went to Ll SparrO'A where they picked up 2 med'evac6 
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and 5 VC prisoners.. The med evaca were raturned to the LPH..2 and the pris­
oners were then transported to Lai Ano 

Two resupply aircraft were launched from LZ Sparrow later in the afternoon 
to Glimmer Delta at ooordinates YO 1537Y~ on an emergency resupply missiono 
Both aircraft encountered ene~ fire approaching the zone and the lead air~ 
craft sustained two hits resulting in minor damagsQ Thare were no injuries to 
crews and Buppressing fire was not usedo 

'I'bree aircraft launched from the LPlL2 to 10 28.57630 extracted a 17 man 
recon te~ and transported them to LZ Sparrow without incidento The air­
oraft then returned to the ship where they refueled and were joined by two 
additional aircraft for an ammo resupply mission into ooordinates YO 151733q 
Allor the aircraft encountered enemy small arms fire entering the zonso but 
there were no hits or injuries and suppressing fire was not usedo The same 
five aircraft then launched from LZ Sparrow to coordinates YO 171683 and made 
an emergency retraction of 72 troopso The troops were retracted back to Ll 
Sparrow in two trips without incidento 

Three of the above aircraft then launched to Dong Ha and lifted the SLF 
Party to LZ Sparrow. They then returned to the ship with 1 U0 5 0 WIA fr01ll Ll. 

,,=~ Sparrowo 
(" 

Two aircraft launched at 2~4,H to Da Nang with one UoSo WIA in critical 
condition 0 The aircraft returned to the LPH_2 at 2245H without incident6 

18 §eptgmber: HMM=363 reported as directed for opeon to the First MAW at 
122¢H on this dateo thus terminating Operation lJeckhouse IV and entering 
Operation Prairie~ 

Four aircraft proceeded to the U.SoS" Vancouver at ~645H to lift an AmTrac 
(\ platoon to LZ Eap;leo 1!;nroute to the LPD=2 c two of' the aircY'.!l.f't were diverted 

t.o Glimer Bravo at ooordinates YO 1'52117 0 where they picked up 11 UoS. vlIA 
and returned them to the LPH ... 2o The remaining two aircraft cOI'lpleted the 
troop lift in two trips" They then joined two additional resupply aircraft 
&.nd transported water. rations o fresh fruit to Ll Sparrow" No enemy fire 
was encountered o 

Twa a1rcr~f't launched from the LPH_2 to Glimmer Delta's position at coordi­
nates YD lS2'733o Seven UoS. \-1IA were picked up a.nd evacuated to the LPI-1-2 
without inoident? 

Two additional aircraft transDorted A U.$c KIA from the UoSo~o Iwo Jima 
to the city of Hue at 11 SRH 0 • 

Two aircraft on resupplY missions in support of 1/26 were diverted to 
Glitlllller Delta at coordinates YD 152733 where they picked up 6 UoS o ~.,rrA and 

r evacuated them to th LPH=2. No enemy fire was encountered" 
\~-

Two additional aircraft on resupply missions in support of 1/26 encountered 
enemy small arms fire departing the zone at coordinates YD 132668 0 No hits 
were received and suppressing fire was not used o 
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Squadron aircraft fleW' resupply missions consisting of amMO, ~later and 
!';tt:i.ons throughout the afternoon and into the evening in support of 1/26. 
~;:o a.dditional enemy fire incidents were reporteci o 

Two aircraft launched at 22l0H on an emer"ency blood transfer o Blood 
,1·">n,9.+"ed from personnel of the U05.50 Sto Paul was picked up and transported 

J the 0.:) .. 5 0 Reposeo Medical supplies needed aboard the LPJL.2 were then 
picked up and returned to the sh:i.p. 

TWGlve a1rcr~rt launched from the LPH=2 at 063¢H for Dong Ha where they 
i"ere on stnndby for the remainder of the day as direct support for Operation 
Prairie o 

Most miS8ions flown during the day were resupply missions in support of 
1/260 1/4 and 2/10 . 

Four Aircraft retracted 58 troops from Ll Sparrow to Uong Ha in two trips. 
No enemy fire was encountered ~ 

Two resupply" aircraft lf9re diverted to coordinates Y0 962598 tmere they 
eked up 2 U0 5 0 WIA and returned them to Delta. Mad" Two additional resupply 

il.""i:':'craft worked stea.dUy throu~hout the morning and early afternoon trans.., 
pcJl'tinp, resupplies to the 2/7 CP at lD 9626¢S and to the 1/4 CP at YO 9755670 
No enemy fire was encountered~ 

Seven aircraft proceeded from Dong Ha to Glimmer Alfa 9 s position at 1335H 
3.lyl transported troops and externals to a new position at coordinates Yil 1'~2688" 
'~'l1e lift was completed by 1720H without incident" 

T~.,o aircraft on resupply missions wer-e diverted to the 1st Bno ~ 4th Marines 
~[' at l'D 142688 where 1 U .. S o WIA was picked up and evacuated to .Jong Ha without 
incident.. . 

Two night med evac standby aircraft on standby at Uong Ha were launched at 
16'3¢H to coordinates lD l36?~9 to pick-up one critical U.S" WlA" One .Jea.dlock 
I~m3hip accompanied the launch and upon arrival at the pick-up coordinates 
they found the .friendly unit engaged in a hea,vy fire fi~ht with the enemy~ 
The aircraft then orbited the zone until it was secured by ground forces~ 
p:;,cksd up the WIA~ and evacuated him to Delta Medo The same two aircraft then 
procc:leded to coordinates YD 140?2~ where they picked up 12 U0 50 VIlA. and ret.urned 
t}-,etn to Delta Med,,' 

'fwo add:\.tiond standby aircraft ware launched" along with a Deadlock escort~ 
at. 2~25H from Dong Ha to coordinates ;{j) 978564. to pick",up 6 U.S" WU., This 
zone {,as also under heavy enemy fire and the aircraft again set up an orbito 

i ~8 p;round forces reported one of the vITA to oe j.n very critical condit-ion, 
"._,{,;< lead airoraft then proceeded into the zorle to pick~'up the mad evac and 
r'2:ceiveci no hits in the process o The airC:l'llft then proceeded for Delta Med 
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while the number two a1rcr~ft continued orbiting with the Deadlock «unship, 
When fuel bec;:trne more ot a problem to the a.ircrart than en~my fil"e o the !Jj.r­
crR£t landed and picked up the remainin~ mad evacs without incidento The 
med evacs were then returned to Delta Med~ 

020 September: 

Most tli~ht8 on this da.te were med evac and resupply missions in fiupport 
of 1/4. 2/7 and 1/260 

Two aircratt launched from the LPH_2 at ~155H and tra.nsferrod one med 
evac trom the ship to the U~SoSo Repose, 

Two aircraf't on standby at Dong Ha were launched at ¢630H to drop four 
passengers at coordinates XJ) 97'5;65 and then to proceed to i.J.) 96rls98 and 
picl<-up 6 U.S. KIA and :3 UvS. WIAa Two Deadlock p;unships preceded the air4' 
cr:tft to the zone and reported a possible 0 50 c~liber position ,just north 
of the zona 6 The lead aircraft approached the zone and encolli~tered heavy 
ene~ automatic weapons and small arms fite from all sides~ The ~unships 
made gun runs to the north and south or the zoneo but the enemy fire con~ 
tinued while the a1rcraft landed to pick-up 4 UgS o KlAo The aircraft then 
lifted and began to immediately use suppressinp, fire o and no hits were re~ 
ceivedo The number two aircr"rt then approached the zone while the gun •• 
ships continued their ,;un runs near the zone. While si+.ting in the toone 
to pick-up the remaining med evaos the airer~ft sustained three (3) hits" 
There were no injuries to the crew or passengerso but later examination 
showed one of the aircM,£t08 servos had been damaged by one or the enemy 
rounds,. The two aircraft evacuated the mad evacs to uelta Mad and then 
returned to the ship wit.hout. further incident" 

Two aircraft, were launched to XD 96¢S9A to pick"up 4 U.S. WIA. The 
med evacs were picked up without incident and retl.trned to Delta. I-led. Tt-:o 
additional aircraft departed Dong Ha at this time to Glinnner Bravo ~ s 
nosition at coordinates YO 1'52718 '.<There they pic!ced up 2 U0 5 0 vlJ-A and 4 
UnSo KIA and evacuated thetl1 to the Delta Med, No enemy fire was encountered" 

Two aircraft departed DOn?: Ha at 0R12H with a 5 ma.n recon teamc The 
team was inaerted at coordinates Xl) 942518 without incident and the ail'," 
craft returned to Dong Ms..., At 12J0Hg the same two aircrnft depa.rted .uong 
Ha tor an emergency retraction of the' sama l'econ teamo The aircraft en··­
countereel enemy small arms and 050 oaliber fire in the vicinity of the 
zone" The lead aircraft sustained one hit resulting in minor damage" and 
there were no injur1es b 

Two aircraft with one Deadlock escorto inserted another 5 man recon 
tetlJll dur1n~ the afternoon in the vicinity of coordinates YU tJifJ47 " No 
enemy: fire was encountered o . 

Twelve squadron aircraft flew in direct support of operation Prairie 
all throu,h the afternoon. resupplying each'of the b.1ttalions and returning 
their mad avacs to Delta Mad 0 No further enemy fire 1of"dS reported" 
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The majority of miMiions flown thb date ~'el e r.:ed evacs in support of 1/26" 
1/4~ 2/7 and 2/40 Other Illissions flOWll by squadron aircraft iY1Cluded aeri8J_ 
recon r resupplYr SAR and logistic tl'OOP shuttles" 

Two aircraft dep:u-ted Dong Ha at 0630H and provided SAR for Deadlock air­
craft while they inserted recon teall1S at coordina.tes YO 14072) and YD 924491-, 
No ene~ fire waS encountered. 

The remaulder of the mornl.nr, found squadron ,n,rcra It plcking up l1led e";i.r.~ 
at Glimmer Charlie's position and fr-om Permission )-Il~'s po.c;itions at com'did 
nates 1CD C)66r:,r/J¢" XD 9855'13 and XD 922498, Other squ;3.dron aircraft tran6-~ 
por·ted med evaCB from Delta med to the LPH,2 and fro,'l the LPH~2 to t.hs U,SoS, 
Repoee o 

Two aircraft departed the LSA at 13¢¢H and proceeded to YD 27550¢ where 
1 U~S~ KIA we pioked up and returned to Delta l1ed~ The same aircl'rtft then 
bega.n resupply missions to XV 975567 in sunport of 1/4, After ma.king two 
trips to the zone with car~o and passen~erso the aircr~ft lifted TIled evaC6 
from XD 9R7562 to Delta Ned for the rema.:inder of the afternoon< 

Four squ~dron aircraft flev resupply missions to the County r'a:1-l' CP 
(XU 9R?1)62} t GUmmer CP (YJ) 1446fn) r, and Gl1mmel° liB" (Yi) 145702) throughout 
the afternoon. Six U,,5. WlA were returned f1"OI11 the various zones to Uelta 
Med in the, course of the rli~htsG No enemy fire w~s encountered~ 

.,T~ aircraft launched at 1555H from Dong Ha and evacuated 2 U0 5" flied 
evaC8 from lD 13671? to Delta Med6 They then flew to Y.D 061S48 to pick=up 
observers for an aerial recon of the area it. the victnity of coordinates 
YD 021)"950 No enemy fire was reper'ted .. 

The remainder of' the afternoon and evening Mas devoted primarily to 
med evlI.c mlssionso U.S o med evacs l-Tere eV!lcU::tted from Delta !-led to the 
LPH",2~ the U.S,,~_. RepOse ahd to Hue~ Others were evacuated from Glimmer' 
.Cha.rlie (lP 1'36117) and from Glimrler Delta (YO 14¢722). and returned to the 
LPlf":?-h"'~V"4J':iu; <.('" ... '~:,~ "c',/cr,; •.. , "1'·' . . , 

, .... ~- ..... ~ 'f, ..... ~~} )1>-" ,I '. 

Two nuhi mad evac ::tircrRft on st.andby at iJong Ha launched at 233~H to 
YD 986C;59 where they picked up 3 U.!:io rllA and eVAcuated them to ~elta !\ed., 
No enemy tire was encountered~ 
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~ Septemb§r: 

The major'ity of the Tilissi.ons flo\ffl th:i.E: date WfWC :ied evitc m).ssions<, 
Other l'1lissions flown were <'l~rial recon v combat troop IHts. resupply, and 
lop;istic troop shuttles het.wcen the various compa.ny and battalion positions" 

Four aircraft hegan t.he dayOs Nissions when they departed Dong Ha for 
coordinates YD 9865S9 and YO 13¢72)o Five UoS, WIA and 1 U0 5 0 KJJl 1r!ere 
evacuated from these coordinates rcspecti'felyv and transported to Delta }llI3do 

T\vo of the aircraft then launched tn Y".o 152717 ~ picked up }~ U0 8 0 HII"', and 
ev.<:l.cua ted them to Delta Ned 0 No enemy fire Has encountered r, 

Two aircraft departed Donr. Ha at 0650H to the Glimr,;er CP at coordinates 
YO 1426890 GHmer Six Has then carried on an ::l.erial reCon of the area j,lTIllle" 
dill.tely west of the zone< The aircr<l.ft di'opped GUruner Sh a.t his CP upon 
completion of the recon and returned to J)ong Ha without incidcmt r, 

Two additional "tircraft then launched fi4 0li1 Dong Ha to the Glimlr,(olr CP 
and lifted 46 passengers from 1/26 to Uong Ha9 Three trips were required 
to complete the lift ;J.nd no enemy fire was encountered .. 

The remainder of the morning found squadron aircraft flying routine med 
dvaC missions from Delta Moo to the LPH..,,2~ Elements of 1/26 at coordinates 
YD 13¢?22 and YD 15S4¢2. "An Battery" and elements of 1/13 at coordinat.es 
YO 16A682 were resupplied durin~ the morning" 

Squadron aircraft beg~n resupply missions at, Ill-MH for all units opera", 
ting on Operation Pra1rie~ During the course of J'lissions flown r, 1. U"S~ \'IlA 
was evacuated from YD 953567 to Delta Med.. No enemy fire incidents were 
reported~ 

Three aircraft with Deadlock escort insert.ed a 11.6 man recon teal" into 
coordinates YD ~236S5 without incident~ 

Two aircr1.ft departed Donr; Ha at 1700H for the GlillU'ller CP at coordinates 
YO 1326750 Glimmer Six WRS then transported to the Bravo Company position 
at YD 116711" Glll11'1er Six W'lS then returT18d to his CP and the aircraft re­
turned to the LPH_2~ 

2J September: 

Most miSSions flown on this date were resupply missions in support of 
1/26G 1/4. 2/7 and 3/4. Fourteen squadron air-craft flew the resupply missions 
and during the course of the morning evacuated :; U~SC, WlA to l)e1ta Med Q 
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Two aircraft departed DON~ Hll. a.t Q)6S0H to l:Jt,tkc Bi1 ~'..erial reC0i"l of the 
"Nit and "V' Company positions of 3/11' 6',t, coordina'::'es YD i5¢62') ard YO ¢5)625 o 
respectivelyo After the nerial reCOi'lc the lead aj.rcraft landed at ID ~5562, 
and returned 1 UoSo WIA to Delta !-ied witho:...1t incident.o 

Four aircraft proceeded from Dong Ha to rD n841jh, at 0755H and insel"t.ed 
a 12 man recon team or the 1st Recon Co ~ of lIb., r, ~~o enemy fire itfaS ei1coun~· 
tered~ 

Two aircraft took a 17 man civil affai)'s 'Gem'l frOfIl the LPH.~2 to YD 226719 
wit.hout inoidento Two additioi1al aircraft depal"-ted j).. .. mg Ha at 1005H and 
made an aerial recon of coordinates XD 9761!·0 j,fter returning to Hong H,,<. they 
launched again to YO ~566¢fl where they pid~ed vp 5 passengers and 2 captUl'ed 
automatic weapons and returned to Dong Ha o 

One aircraft departed the I,PH~2 at 1235H for the UoSoS, R.8po~;e to 
an el'lergency blood supply for the LPH",2" Af'iel" re~~urnine to the ship 
aircr~ft launched ap:ain \<w'ith Hearsay Six ard staff to the GJ.illlme:e CP G 

aircraft then returned to the LPH<-2 Hithout inc:,.0ent...: 

pick-up 
the 
The 

Two aircraft on standby at Dong lIa dep~"rtGd at 1315H for CtlU/!ty Fair 
Foxt.rotUs position at YD 985597 to pl.ck-,up n,n er:lbrvmcy mad evac o Jue to 

he many obstacles in and a.bout the 7.one{ the le[J.1 aircraft was forced to 
wave·-off the first a.pproach C1,nd come in fr'om lJ, dHfer-ent. direct.:l.oYlc On the 
second approachr the aircraft. encountered c:;nemy automatic weapons and small 
arms fire, but continued to the zone where j,t had t.o remain in a. hoyer be<o 
cause of the ZO!l$u S tel"rajn" Durine the approachu the corpsman 8,b~nrd the 
aircraft was slightly wounded rror.~ frap.;neni:.":i flyj.ng thr'our;h tho aircraft as 
a result of the enemy action" The aircraft remrd.i1Ct1 i'<'\ a hover under fire 
while the med evac was lifted abcl?.rd 'vnth "i:.r,c assistance of the t;:.:n.lnded 
corpsman 0 All during this thl'Je the a:i.l~crar·l-:' s cn,~ chief and gtu-:ner were 

Jillg suppressing fire to cOlllpensate t.he en::my fil'e ,. Also" while Ul the zone 
explosions frolll either Tilortars or gnmaaes ,JCCLU'l°ed sendjn!'; frar;hcmta into 
the aircrafto The aircraft lifted successi:'ully out of the zonE' H'1(:ur fire 
and returned the med evac t.o Delta M3(L !""·'.:-,er lnspectictls showe(~ tho air= 
crai't had ei~ht bullet holes and numerous PU\'lctUl"')5 in triG skin c3.uscd by 
the expl08ionse The corpsman \;Tag the only :!'e'\'l !,~<~!'!ber wounded in '~h(J actiono 

Squadron aircraft continued resupply mL~s:i.ons for <.\n units pa.rticipating 
:Ln Operation Prairie throughout the atter-nwJl'l i",:L'c."lout any furt.her irwidents" 

Two aircraft flying resupply miss:i.ons pLcked up 5 UcS c WIlt a'i~, .{l) 953567 
::md returned them to Deltt. ¥>ed, Two addit:.i.:mal u.ircr'lft flying l''''~;upply 
missi.ons picked up 6 U,S~ WU from coordin::.tes }[J 953566 and Xi) 9:)6'564 and 
evacuated them to Delta Med t• 

Liaison and resupply missions cont.inued on into the evening :In support 
~ Operation Prairie Q 
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• All squadron aircraft were aboard the LPH.2 by 193¢H and six of them 
were placed on a condition III standby to lift a reaction force from the 
ship it it was needed ashore during the night~ 

24 Sept.a.: 

HMH.)6, ohopped OpCon from COo First ~~W to CTG 7905 at 12~¢H this dateo 

Twelve squadron aircraft were utilized for the direct support or all units 
participating in Operation Pralrleo 

Two aircraft flying resupply missions to the lst. Bno 94th Marines at 
coordinates XD 915561 encountered enemy mortar fire while sit.tin~ in the zone 
on one occasion. There were no injuries to the crew and the aircraft returned 
to tlbng Ha without further incidento Lat.er in the morning two aircraft evacu­
ated 5 Ug 50 WIA trom coordinates 10 915567 and 3 WIA from coordinates XC 915567 
and , WIA from coordinates to 95'561 and carried them to Delta Med~ 

Four aircraft with one Deadlock escort retracted Gl~er B and Gl1~er U 
back to the LPHo2o Six trips were required to complete the lift which went 
without incidento 

Four aircraft prooeeded from Dong Ha to YO 2144 and retracted a 15 man 
reCoD team back to Dong Hao Deadlock aircraft provided escort for the lift 
and. there were no incidents. Three ot the aircraft launched again at 134511 
and retracted a l~ man recon team trom coordinates YJ 0616550 Two ot the 
recon team personnel were WI! prior to the aircraft Us arrival at the zone e 
and while sitting in the zone en8M1 automatic weapons tire opened up on the 
aircratto No hits were received and the aircraft returned the team to Ubng Hao 

Two aircraft proceeded to YO 167682 from Dong Ha at 1401H to retract troops 
(--\lid cargo of "A" Battery to Dong Bao Eight trips were required. to complete 

I \,.·t.he lift which went without. incidento 

I 
t 

Two aircraft made six trips between LZ Bluebird and the U0 5,,5 0 Vancouver 
carrying troops and cargo back to the ship" 

Three aircraft were diverted trom resupply missions to coordinates AD 953572 
at 17~~H far emergency med evac9 0 The aircraft arrived at the zone to find it 
under attack trom en~ tireo Fixed wing air support was called in to suppress 
the en.., fire and although still encountering enemy mortar and automatic 
weapons fire in the zone g the aircraft returned 25 UoS~ tiL\. to Delta Mad in two 
trips" No hits were received o 

Two additional aircraft were diverted from resupply missions to iD 958572 
to pick-up more emergency med evacs o The zone was under enemy 1IlOrtar attackn 
but the aircraft managed to pick~up 2 U0 50 WIA and 1 U0 80 KIA and evacuate them 

.-t.o Delta Med wi thout receiving any hits" 
, l¢ 
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• Two airoraft removing med .. a08 from XD 959568 encountered enemy fire in 
the vicinity ot XC ~~,~~. but no hits were reoeived o 

Six aircraft remained on condition III standby throughout the night aboard 
the LPH_2 to provide 11ft capabilities for a reaction force aboard ship in the 
event it was needed ashoreo 

Z5 Som.,,: 
Twelye squadron aircra!t began departing the LPH~2 to LZ Bluebird (GliMmer 

CP) to retract rema1n1ng troops and cargo back to the LPlL.2 and the LPD~2 0 

One aircraft experienced a rough running engine during the lift and had to 
shut dow in the U. A test pilot and maintenance crew were flown ashor'. 
to deterMine whether or not it could be flown back to the shipo On the subse­
quent test flight the engine quit completely and the aircraft auto-rotated 
into the LZ without sustaining any damage~ The aircraft was then made ready 
to be lttted to the LPH.2 by a C}1..46 and a CH... 370 Remaining troops in the 
zone provided security tor the aircraft and at l4~~Hp the retraction resumed 
when the downed aircraf't was 11fted out to the U1L.2o No enemy fire was en", 
counterede and the 11ft was completed without further incidento 
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e • STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

OPERATION DECKHOUSE !! 

DATE SORTIES PAX CARGO TONS I1J!;D EVACS FLT HOURS - -
1') SEP 554 1292 ,6o~ 19 151"" 

16 SEP 283 lA4 32~2 24 7:3,,4 

11 SEP 16~ 4~6 '3400 51 8:3,,1 

TOTAL: 1191 1882 1~2.,2 ~ ,¢A .. 6 

OPERATION PRAIRIE . -
18 SEP 299 219 '3¢,,1 62 R505 

19 SEP 44) 548 -;9~6 -;) 109,,8 

2¢ SEP 2)9 2S¢ 150 8 ~~ 1901 

. ~ .21 SEP 242 )04 1702 R7 7'",,~4 
" ~ 

22 SEP 216 )12 2202 5' A6¢4 

23 SEP 304 '371j 3¢,,2 
~,.;:,9·" 

15 Q8 0 5 ., ',r,1 

, . 

24 SEP :362 c;c;4 37~9 1~0 112,,9 

25 SSP 294 62~ 22r.9 20 R3~4 

\ '-TOTAL: 2459 3241 23'>.9 5~0 73000 

COMBINED . ,~' 

TOTAL: )656 '5129 138,,1 594- 10,8,,6 ~~;r 

. ".' 
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1. HESULTS OF Opll.'i.'lUIJ DjjChlIOUSE lV 

a. The following is an assessment of NVA/VC casualties inflicted by 
BLT 1/26: 

NVA/vc 56 KIA 
64 KIA (FOSS) 
5 WIA 

62 WIA (FOSS) 

'b. The following is a compilation 01' enemy equipment captured or 
destroyed: 

7.62 Carbine sks Chicom type 56 
7.62 Sub-l1G AK-47 Chicom type 56 
7.62 Light HG RPD Chicom type 56 
AT Launchers 
82 }lH Hortors 
U. S. Frag Grenade 
Stick Type Grenade 
Booby Trap Kit 
Booby Traps 
A.P. Nine 
Hagazines 
S/A Ammo 
40 MH AT Ammo 
Homemade Gas r'lask 
Packboards and Pounches 
Assorted Clothing 

2. RESULTS OF OP~RATl()N PRAmlli 

7 
5 
1 
4 
3 

13 
85 

1 
9 
6 

20 
400 
12 

1 
30 
40 lbs. 

, _ The following is an assessm(;nt of IWA/VC casualties inflicted by 
BLT 1 26: 

NV A/VC 186 KiA 
249 KIA (POSS) 

9 lJIA 

b. The following is a compilation of enenw equipment and material 
capturea or destroyed: 

7.62 Sub-HG AK-47 Chicom type 56 
7.62 Carb~e sks Ch~com type 5b 
7.62 Light MG RPD Chicom type 56 
AT launchers 
Stick Type Grenades 
Hagazines 
s/A Ammo 
J.IJ MH AT- Ammo 
Home~qe y,as :}'1a,sk· _ ,[ 
MetU.:clL·' 1fa. pp!:ie s (A S5 orted) 
Documents·" ., . 
Penicllin .... 
Sodium CJ..orid!_~ 
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1'/ 
12 
1 
5 

68 
11 

4.500 rounds 
10 

1 
10 Ibs 

156 Ibs 
2 cases 
2 cases 
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Distilled Water 
Huts 

.. ,,. caS""':"'i~; 

.. 7. . '.1'::'.'-:' 

A tunnel system was discovered in village coordinated YO 121733. 
'fummels were 12 feet wide and aome 45 feet long. Appeared turmels 
~re used as Medical lid Station due, to supplies found. Tunnel 
system was destroyed. 

c. Following is a compilation of captured personnel: 

Lii,.': ... :;tII ... 

3-VCC 
12-VC suspects 

l-NVA 

!(~~~~~,.",,, 
2. 

j ZIBjOFoRN 
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