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Special Landing Force
USS Valley Force (LPH=t)
FPO San Francisco 96601

3/u3M/1pp
Ser: 0018-6%
30 3ep 1966

From: Commardirg Officer
To: Commarding General, Fleet larine Force, SEVENTH Ileet

Subjs Combat Afver Action Reports, Operations DICKHCUSE IV and PRAIRIE
Ericl: (1§~ Units Daily lMovement Overlay Operations DECKHGUSE IV and PRALRIE
(2)- BLT 1/26 ifter Action Report, DECKHOUSE IV and PRAINIL
(3) - HMH 363 After Action Iteport, DECKHOUSE IV and PHAILIE
(4) . Results of Operations DECKHOUSE IV and’ PRAIRIE
1. The subject report is subiitted herewith, The SLF basic report is
covered in two parts, Part 1 - After Action Report Operation DECKHOUSE IV,
Part II - After Action Report, Operation PRAIRIE,
2, Inclosures (1) through (4) amplify this report,

PART T COMDAT AFTHR ACTION REPORT DECKHOUSHE IV

Map References AMS 704, 1:50,000 Sheet 6442 IV, AE3 L8020, 1:25,000,
Sheet 6442 IV,

1. Operation DECKHOUSE IV was a unilateral amphibious opcration combining
surfaceborne and heliborne assault forces and conducted in accordance with
NaP-22(A),

2, This operation was conducted in the zrea of GIO LIRH, Quaang Tri Prov-
ince, I CTZ, RVN (Vic YD 3073), The operation commenced on 15 September
1966 at O700H with the landing of the surface assauli forces on Dlue Deack
(¥D 303747) and helo lifted assault forces in 12 Sparrow (YU 195695)
approxdnately seven ndles inland. The cperation terninated at 1612004

when the SLF CHOPPED to CG III HAF for employment in Operation PRAIRIE urder
OPCOK 3rd liarine Division.

3+ Task Orsanization,

Special Landing Force (Landing Force) Cel He 1o WORTMAN
HI{ 363 Col Ja D. MCGOUGH
.BLT 1/26 LtCol AJ\A. LONII
= OFOR N
| Ipie) ASSIRNED

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
SECRET-NOFORN :

4L, Intelligence,

as Terrain: The objoctive area includes part of the Central Vietnam

lowlands, Originating in the foot hills of the Annam Fountains, terminates

at the coastline in & wide belt of massive dunes and low sandy shores cone
tinuous except where interrupted by the mouths of rivers and lagoons, A
narrcw transitional zone of rounded hill parallels the coastline 15 to 20
nmiies inland and separates the lowlands from the Annam Mountains, Traffi-ro-._
cability is fair to poor throughout the area, During heavy rains cross= =
country novenent is extremely difficult on the Coastal Plain., The land is
devoted to wetland rice paddies throughout the plain and beginning about

8 miles irdand are scattered stands of woodland and brush. Highway 1 runs
north-south about 10 wiles inland, Hichway 9 commences at Dong Ha (YD 235608)
and runs west, The Song lieu Giang and Song Thach Ham Rivers, which

criginate in the Annam lountains, are the major tributaries which meet ard
iorn the Cau Viet River at YD 267625, The Cau Viet River from this point runs
to the sea. LCM's can navigate the Cau Viet to where it joins the Ttich Hau
and from there to Quang Tri, only LCP's can navigate. A atream paraliels

the beach approxinately /1,2 miles inlard, Highways 1 and 9 cross nunerous
Eridees of various structures throughout the area, The dune belt which

extends inland 4.2 miles consists mostly of sandy ridges up to 20 feet in
height with patches of dryland crops, Avenues of approach are unrestricted

on Lhe coastel plain,

by Dezeh study, Blue leach (YD 299749) is a straight beach extending
in & northwest-southeast direction, arnd is 1,5 miles long. The bzach
averages one hundred Jeet in width, Composition is soft sand, firm when
wets Beach gradient of the foreshore is 1:12, Learshore approach to the
ocach is partially restricted by submerged sand bar located 225 yerds offe
shore and paralleling beach, Clearance over sand bar center is 6 to 10
reet at low tide, Kearshore gradient is 1:30,

¢, lnemy Situation,

(1) General, The cx:ct curremt locaticon and disposition of the
NVa forces in and arcund the DiZ cannot be determined zt this time, However,
trere are indications of elements of these forces currently cperating es
{ar south as route 9, Since the withdrawal of the 324 B Uiv at the end of
Uporation HASTINGS, reconnaissance and air crews have reported extensive
“upply activily in the DiZ area, including dispersed supply points, road
Lrarfic amd movement of meterial by sea, There has beoen over 130 secordary
explosions reported resulting from air strikes in or north of the DiZ,

Qe Order of Dattle, There has been no recent significant act vities
+ntpe AUA, although this area is suspected to be a highly used inliltra=-
Liun area and probably many caches may be uncovered, lost recent and
accepted O0B for the Quang Tri area include but is not limited to the
foilowing:

324 B Div DIz Vie YD 030720
) i g a m\p i
90th Regt Vie YD (50650 ‘ UN@L&SSU
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803rd Regt Vic YD 990600
808th Bn Vie YD 370570

SECRET -NOFORN

The 341st NVA Div is dispersed into rural and forrested areas in or

north of the DMZ. This unit is the southermmost NVA Div in North Vietnam,
The most recernt area of operation for the 341st Div is an area in the
vicinity of Vinh Linh north of the DMZ,

e. Enemy Contact, Substantial contact was made with elements of
the 324th B Div, On D-Day Div Recon encountered an estimated company
size unit vicinity coordinates YD 173635. Z¥nemy was dressed 4in black
airl Khaki uniforms., Contact was broken after four hours, when supporting
iire forced the enemy to withdraw, Late afternoon on D plus 1, Company B
enroute to Objective 5 (YD 152718), received small arms fire from an esti=-
mated 30-40 enemy coordinates YD 153716. Lnemy broke contact after 50
minutes due to supporting fires. At approximately the same time, Company
D received small arms fire from estimated 12-20 enemy coordinates YD 153732.
Artillery called and contact was broken. Company D and helicopters then
received fire from village coordinates YD 153735. S/A fire caused one
helicopter to land in the company area. Air strike called and fire ceased.
Company A, during early morning on D plus 2, was attacked by an estimated
corpony -size unit vieinity coordimates YD 180645. The enemy, wearing helmets
and ;rass canouilage uniforms, retreated under supporting arms fire. Probes
of iriendly posilions, harrassing small arms and mortar fire was experienced
throushout D CRHGUGL 1V,

s

5. Mission. As dirccted by CURSwVARTHFLL message 1406267 (Initiating
Directive ) the mission of the lLandingz Force was to conduct a search and
destroy amphibious operation against VC/NVA forces in AOA in Quang Tri
Province and/or operations as agreed upon with CG, III MAF in comgunction
with Operation PRAIRIE.

6. Concept of Uperation, Operation DiCKHOUSE IV was a unilateral
amphibious operation conducted by the ARG/SLF, The operation was planned
as a seven 1o ten day search and destroy operation. The concept provided
for the SLF to conduct waterborne armd heliborne assault landings to

conduct search and destroy operations; to seize Landing Force Objectives;
to establish blocking positions south of the DMZ and to conduct a tactical
withdrawal., The concept was characterized by mobility, maximum utilization
of supporting fires, surprise and shock action, Fire support was provided
by the organic artillery of the BLT; NGF consisting of one DD, one 8 inch
cruiser, one 6 inch cruiser, and one LSMR; and CAS from the lst MAW, The
SLF was to be prepared to CHOP to CG, III MAF or his designated subordinate
commander for employment in Operation PRAIRIE,

3 AR\ OF ORN
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7. ixecution. Operation DLCKHOUSL 1V was executed in accordance with
CiG 79.5 Operation Order 328-66 supplemented with a Frag Order published
for the Gio Linh area. (See enclosure (3) and (4) After Action Reports of
BLT 1/26 and HMM 363 for details of this execution.).

SHG T =GO

8. Results. See enclosure (5).

9. Commander's Analysis. This analysis is limited to those matters at
the Special Landing Force level, BLT and squadron level matters are
discussed in their repective reports, enclosure (3) and (4).

a, Planning,

(1) The planmning phase for Operation DLCKHOUSE IV continued
over an unusually long period due to the programmed build-up envisioned by
3rd Marbiv in the iuvang Tri area. The additional time available to the
SLF permitted the liaison group to provide daily 3itReps to the CATF and
ultimately to publish a warning order to the BLT and HMM which assisted
materially in preparation of their operation orders for DECKHOUSE IV.

(2) Planning was initiated on receipt of CG III MAF message
0223547 Sepbo which requested the use of the ARG/SLF for the period 15-
26 septumber, CI'd 79.5 accompanied by staff representatives and TG 76.5
representatives departed for Danang on 5 September and effected liaison
with CG, IIT MAF, CG, 3rd Marine Division, GG, lst Marine Aircraft Wing,
CO, 4th Marine Regiment and the Gio Linh District Advisors during the
period 5=10 September.

(3) During the initial liaison the following planning steps were
accomplished:

(a) Aerial reconnaissance of the tentative AOA,

(b) Procurement of maps, area analysis and enemy order of

battle.
(¢) Communication frequencies assigned and coordinated,
(d) Arrangements made for disposition of captured VC/NVA
and VCi.
(e) Cocidiriion on casualty evacuation,
" (f) Details of air support provided by 1st Marine Aircraft
ing. ,

Establishment of command relationships as provided for
by NWP 22(A).

(h) Provisions for emergency reaction force between the SLF
arnd the 4th Marires,

v
L
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(1) Provisions for logistic support by 3rd MarDiv, if re-
quired.

(4) Plans were made for establishing liaison with the fol lowing
commands

(a) 32rd Marine Division.
(b) 4th Marines.
(c) District Headquarters, Gio lLinh.

b. Intelligence. FPrior to DECKHOUSE IV, arrangements were made for
maps, area studies, aerial photographySPAR and RED HAZE reports and ARVN
liaison personnel for use as interpreters.

(1) Intelligence material provided by 111 MAF was accurate and
included area studies, SPAR reports, aerial photographyand ORDER of BAT-
TLE. Enemy activity and RED HALE overlays were provided by CICV.

(2) As previous intelligence had indicated, units of the 324th B
Div were operating south of the DMZ. The enemy units in contact, being of
company &ize, appeared to be in a training status and/or to control the
local population.

¢« Command Relationships. Operation DECKHOUSE IV was & unilateral
amphi?ious operation with command relationships in accordance with NWP-
22 (A).

d. Supporting Arms.

(1) Due to the deep inland objectives and strong enemy positions
consisting of trenches and bunkers, NGF support was an essential Bupport—
ing arm. However, initial ranges for NGF weres between 20,000 and 22,000
meters which precluded maximum utilization of the DD. The USs Saint Paul
(CA 73) and the US5 Oklahoma City (CLF 5) with their greater range provided
the Landing Force with exceptionally accurate and timely fires.

(2) Close Air Support was provided by 1lstMAW. Strike air was
scheduled on condition four and no problems were encountered.

(3) Fire Support Coordination was adequate during DECKHOUSE IV.
Initially there were delays by the BLT AirlnO in relaying information on
artillery and naval gunfire missions to support helicopters. This was
rectified by the Fire Support Coordinator. The FSCC must be responsive
to changes in available supporting arms in order to achieve timely and
~ffective utilization. For example, in one instance both artillery and
naval gunfire continued firing on one target although CiS, requested for
this target, had reported for the mission with a limited station time.
On the spot correction and closer supervision corracted this difficulty
by D plus one.

2 SECRET-NOFORN
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¢. Logistics. During the planning phase of DECKHOUSE IV arrange-
ments were made with 3rd Marine Division for logistical support; if
required. Logistics support for Operation DECKHOUSE IV was provided '
solely from the ussets of SLF. All supplies were delivered directly
to units ashore by helo from ARG shipping. Logistic support to the
B sshore was adequate and responsive to requirements.

f. Communications.-

(1) Communications nets were activated at H-L on D-Day with
no delay. After the BLT arrived ashore it encountered problems with
the AN/PRC-47 and wae not sble to maintain this radic set on Lending
Force Tacticel Net #2. Throughout D-Day atmospheric interference
was sncountsred on sll VHF/FM and HF/SSB frequendies. Advance prop-
agation informwtion predicted =trong atmospheric- interference during
the z:nth of Septembers Atmospheric interference decreased signif-
icantly sfter D-Day except for certain periods during the day; espe-
cially in the warly uorning hourss: ' ' '

(2) . Communications betwsen the ARG, CG, III MAF, CG, 3rd Mar-
Div and 4th Marines, via the secure on-line circuit was imtermittent

to scaexiatent snd o unreliable mesus of providieg 8. *apid hwshange of

ipformation. This wem the second operavion in which the LPH could mot

maintain commuuications via a secure on-line circuit with the tnits

eshore aven though the units ashore were able to maintain reliable

communication smong themselves.

(3) Radio relay was esteblished early on D plus one. This ~
circuit consisted of a radioc relay sst AN/MRC-62 mshore and & radio Py
reley set AN/GRC-10 abcurd the LPH. The relay remained operative '
throughout the oparation smd facilitated rayid and re Hable comaruni-
cations batween the SLY Headquarters and the BLT. Closer coordina.. ¢
tion of VHF/FM fresquencies prior to the operation eliminated the in-
terference on the radio relay circuit that bad been éncountsred o
pervious operationss ' :

(3) It was plamned %o maintain communicstions batween the
ELF Hesdquesters and the AL ashors over Isnding Force Tactical Nets
#1 apd 2 erd BIT Tawsiesl Net fis

(a) Immding Forve Tactical Net #i (VIHF/FM) utilized =

shipboard recelver-iransmitter S2%/VRC aud a radio set AN/PRC-2F
a3horec .

(2) Landing Force Tactizal Net #2 (3Y/$8%) plsaued for

* radio et VRC-32 mboard ship sad a rwiio set AN/PRC-47 ushore: Dus
to squipmeit problems ashore and muximum smployment of remuining AW/

» e
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(8) CG, III BAF 1608524 shP66 - Directed CG, 3rdharDiv to pass
OPCUN of HEl 363 to CG, 1lst MAW and be prepared to reconstitute SLF on
order. Directed CG, 1st AW as.swae OFCON HI{ 363, be prepared to pass
OICUK to LLEF on order,

SLCRLT -1I0KOLH

(9) CG, 3rd warDiv 1810272 5,166 - Dirccted i 363 report GICOL
st BAW. Directed 4Lh harines to be prepared to reconstitute SLF for
withdrawal operation on order,

(10) ©G, irirst MAW 181043%Z 5iP66 - Directed MAG-16 assume OLCON
ift. 303 efi'ective 18120CH. e prepared Lo pass OPCON direct to CTG 79.5
on orcer,

(11) CG, First MAW 2403287 5ii66 - Directed MiG-16 to chop liii
363 to CTG 79.5 effeclive 241200,

(12) C€G, 3rd NarDiv 24151067 51166 = BLT 1/26 chopped Lo CLG 79.5
24120011, Directed CIG 79.5 to report to OPCCN CTG.76.5 effective .
2507001 & .

(13) CTG 76.5 2411407 31.P66 - Assuwaed OPCON of SLF effective
2507OOH‘and reconstituted AOA for withdrawal.

2, The SLF comrienced participation in Operation PRAIRIL on 18 Septenber.
Dy this time the OLF had penelrated Lo the western limit of the AO0A and
two conpanics were in contact with LVA units at YD 151719 and YD 145732,
LLT 1/26, under OPCON of 4th harines, conducted search and destroy oper-
ations west cnd southwest of his area maintaining continuous contact

with elenents off the 324th B NVA Division, On 24 September, 1966, the SLF
was reconstituted and began to repesition for withdrawal. The SLF was

CHOPPLD to CATF at 250700 September and the Lanmiing Force commenced tactical

withdrawal, By 251600H withdrawal was completed amd SLF embarked aboard
ARG shipping.

3. Task Organization. The task orjanization of the Special Landing Force
was radically changed from that of DI.CKHOUSL IV, The SLF ground element

- (BLL:1/26) reported to the in-country ground commander and the air element

(Hiil 303 ) reported to the in-country air commander, The SLF staff was not
utilized during Operation PRATRIL,
4, Intelligence.

a., lhere were no significant changes to intellizence from UiCRHOUSEH
IV, 'The hedge rows throughout the area were used extensively by the
encity Lo conceal tronchts and fighting positions., The pattern used was
"L" shaped to provide {lanking {ire in either direction. %The area being
comparatively flat and open made this system very effective due to the
large number of hedge rows,

9 ShCRET -ICFOLN
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b. LEnemy Contact, Contact was maintained with elements of the 324th
B Division. unemy activity was characterized by heavy mortar and auto-
matic weapons fire, in addition to the use of 57mm anti-tank weapons.
The NVA prisoner captured on 23 September, 1966, upon final interrogation,
was determined to be a member of the 4th Battalion, 812th Hegiment, In
an area bounded by coordinates YD 120710 to YD 120740 and YD 150710 to
YD 150740 an extensive trench, bunker wnd Lunnel system was encountered.
These positions were used to a great extent by the enemy in delaying and
harassing friendly units., Heavy supporting fire forced the enemy to flee
these positions north into the DMZ.

SICRET =NOFORN

5. Mission, The mission assigned BLT 1/26 was to continue search and
destroy operations within the assigned area of operations. HMM-363 was
assigned the mission of providing helicopter support to all elements
engaged in Operation PRAIRIE,

6., Concept of Operations. The concept of operations provided for BLT
1/26 to continue search and destroy operations south of the DMZ utilizing
maximum supporting fires. Fire support was provided by the 105mn lowitzer
Battery and the 107mm Howtar Battery of BLT 1/26; CAS by the ls: lMarine
Aircraft Wing, and NGF support by one 8" cruiser and one destroyer. llcli=-
copter support for all battalions committed to Operation PRAIRIE was
provided by MAG=16.

7. Execution. See enclosures (1) through (4),

8. Results, See enclosure (5).

9. Comander!s Analysis. This analysis is limited to those matters at
the Speci:d laniing iforce level as it pertains to Operation PRAIRIE, BLT

and squadron level matiers are discussed in their respective reports,
enclosures (3) and (4).

a. Planning.

(1) Prior to and during Operation DECKHOUSE IV, close liaison,

Joint briefings and coordination were effected with III MAF, 3rd Marine
Division and 4th Marine Regiment in anticipation of OPCON shift to CG, 3rd
MarDiv or CO, 4K Marines Regiment and subsequent employment of the SLF
further west in support of Operation PRAIRIE. On 18 September 1966 OPCON
of the BLT and HMM was passed to 4th Marines Regimert and MAG-16 and it
was indicated, at that time, that BLT 1/26 would remain in their general
area of operations (NW portion of AOA) south of the DMZ rather than move
wast to a new TOAR, The 4th Marine Regiment was to continue operations
approximately 10 miles SW of KLT 1/26

10 SECRET=-NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

2i,CHET =NOFORN

(2) A Special landing Force liaison officer was assigned to the
Lth larine Regiment, In addition, the S3LF maintained close liaison and
conducted daily staff visits with the 4th Marine Regiment iv an effort
to keep 76.5/79.5 appraised of the situation ashore and to insure con~
tinued utilization of ARG assets. Communications remained essentially
as during DRCKHOUSL IV with the exceptions that the BLT was instructed to
submit requests for CAS, additional artillery support, and resupply
through the hth karines. The rdssion of the BLT and its AO did not change
siginificantly subsequeni to the passage of operational control,

b, Intelligence, Previous intelligence had indicated an unidentified
NVA Regiment cperating in the vieinity coordinates YD 045705, Based on
the interrogation of the NVA prisoner captured 23 September, 1966, it is
believed that this Regiment is the 812th NVA Regimert. Enemy units oper-
ating in and around the DMZ cannot be specifically located as they continue
to move unobstructed throughout the DMZ area and send units into RVN to
guard and maintain LOC's and infiltration routes,

¢, Command Helalionships, The SLF operated under the OPCON of the
3rd Marine Division after CHOP to CG, III MAF. At O7O0H on 25 September
1966 OPCON of the SLF was passed to CTG 76.5 for withdrawal and command
relationships were then in accordance with NWP 22 (A)/LFMéOl.

d. Logistics.

(1) Initial liaison with the A4th larines established in-country
logistics support during Operation PRAIRIE, as the primary means of re-
supply of the LLIT. Landing Force Class V was available if required and
on 23 September 600 rounds of Hii 105mm howitzer ammunition was transported
from the USS Vancouver to Dong Ha by LCM.

(2) Casualty evacuation of BLT 1/26 personnel was coordinated
through the 4th larines facilities at Dong Ha. Casualty reporting for
SLF units was accomplished by the SLF CXCC. Liaison was established at
Dong Ha in order to assist in expeditinz reports of casualties to the SLF
CRCC located aboard the LPHl, In addition, liaison visits were made to
Dong Ha, "A" Med at Phu Bai and the US3 Repose in order to insure current
and complete accounting of all casualties, In so far as possible all SLF
casualties were evacuated directly to the LPH for sorting, determination
of need for further evacuation and institution of resuscitation measures,
a8 necessary.

f+ Communications., See Part I para 9,f,

~g. Tactical Air Observation, During Operation PRAIRIE TAO was pro-
vided by the lst Marine Aircraft Wing and maintained in condition IV.

1 SECRET=NOFORN
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h. Psychological Warfare, No psychological warfare operations were
conducted during SLF participation in Operation PRAIRIE,

SECRET =NOFORN

i. Civic Action. One civic action visit was made during Operation
PRAIRIE in coordination with the Chief of Gio Linh District.

(1) A team composed of SLF Staff and medical/dental personnel
from the USS Iwo Jima and BLT 1/26 visited the hamlet of Gio Linh (YD
232722) on 23 September 1966, Approximately 183 patients were treated and
64 infected teeth extracted. Soap, clothing and other medical supplies
were distributed,

(2) Medical and dental supplies were furnished from SLF assets,
A1l actions were well received,

/ H, D. WORTMAN

12 SECRET=NOFORN
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HEADQUARTERS
Special Landing Force
US5 HENRICO (APA-45)

FPO San Francisco 96601

3/HDw/dlm
Ser: 0023-66
17 Nov 1966

SECRETL=-NOFORN

From: Commander, Special Landing Force

To: Commanding Genera ], Fleet Marine Force, Seventh Flieet

Subj: Change #1 to Commander Special Landing Force (CTG 79.5) After
Action Reports, Operations DECKHOUSE IV and PRAIRIE

Ref: (a) Commander Special Landing Force (CTG 79.5) After Actiom
Reports, Operations DECKHOUSE IV and PRAIRIE

Encl: (1) New pages 5 and 6 to reference (a)
(2) New pages 3 and 4 to enclosure (2) of reference (a)

1. Make the following page change to reference (a).

(a) Destroy pages 5 and 6 without report and insert new pages
5 and 6 (enclosure (1)).

(b) Destroy pages 3 and 4 of enclosure (2) to reference (a)
without report and insert new pages 3 and 4 (enclosure (2)).

2. This letter is downgraded to unclassified upon removal of enclo-

O e

H. D. WORTMAN
Colonel, U. 5. Marine Corps
Commanding

SECREY-NOFORN

copy 172 of ag copiPs
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Battalion lbanding Yeam 1-26
‘“/ﬁ FPO; San Franciseo, Oalifornia 35602
b £ras 003B269
3/PDR/dac
26 September 1966

Froms Commending Ufficer
Tos Commanding Offiecr, Special Landing Force (CTG 79.5)

Subj: Combst 4ifter Action Report for Operstion DECKHOUSE IV/PRAIRIE

Rxfs  (a) CTG 79.5 Operation Plan 328-67
() BLT 1-26 Opsration Order 328-67
(c) Meps: .2i8 L7074 - 6342 I (1250,000) CAM-LO
alS L7014 - 6442 IV (1:50,000) QUANG TRI

Q

Bncl: (1) Report of Oporation DECKHOUSE IV/PRAIRLZ
Tab (a) Operation Overlay for Cperation DECKHOUSE IV
Tab (b) Operation Ov.rley for Operntion PRAIRIE

1. In accordence with reference (a), the following report is submitted.
For all grid coordinates refor to refercnce (c).

2. Operetion DICAHCUSE IV wes an ~mphibious operation utilizing surface
and helicopterborne asssult forces. Operation PRLIRIE was a continuation
of operations ashorc in conjunction with the 4th Marine Ropiment (isin).

3. D-dey for this opcration was 15 Soptember 1966, DERCKANUST IV terminated
et 1200H 18 Suptember 1966 when sLi 1-26 chopped OpCon from G 79.5 to the

4th firrines to participat: in Oprration PRATZIZ. Operatina PRAIRIE torminated
for BLY 1-26 2t 120CH 24 Septomber 1946 when sLY 1-26 chopped OpCon to TG 79.5.
The tactical amphibiocus withdr-wal was crmploted 1t 1500H 25 Scptembor 1966,

4. The tor ot ~ron for Osoretion DUCIHONTST IV/PRAIRIB ws the nrtheastern
portion - f GL. LIFH District of QUaNG 7kl Provinee, I Coops orsc. The terrain
of the coretal region is flet and relatively cpen while te the west small
rolling hills and h avy vagotation predominete.

5. The BLT 1-26 Cerrmend Post displrced ashore, by helicopter, to YD 197694
a2t 1015H. Lt 1414H on 18 Septerber 1966, the Crrmand Post displaced to

T0 142639, Thé Coumsnd Fost rrrain-d at this lecestion until the turpinntion
of the oueration.

6. adninistrative Metters

J eo 13 ~ 106G _
a. Logistics Copiy G ofd5

(1) Heliconter Supmort
() %fficts ~f troop lifts upon resup;ly.

1 SECRET-NOFORN
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1 D-day. During the first day of DICKHOUSE IV trocp .
1ifts by hclicoptor were heavy. Three conpenics =nt the 107mm Howtar Battery

were moved from ship to shore. Une company was lifted a secund time later in

the day. 4dditicnal helicopters were em-lcyed for 2z hours in extracting

the Kecon Flatcon uncer heavy cnemy firc. The henvy use of helicopters .
delayed resupply n~nd for some units resupply was not completed. The movement

of ~ne company the scecnd time was caused by the entrapment of the Recon Platoon.

SECHET~-NOFORN

2 Ggperation after D-day. after D-dey, resupply by helicopter
was satisfactory overall.

(b) Probloms created by the lack of helicopters.

1 On D+3 operatien control of BLT 1-26 was passec to CO

4th Marines. Contrnl ~f the helicopter squadron was passed to CO MG 16.
Logistical support affected irwediately. Helicrpter availability was dras-
tically reduced. Unceritainty of helicuptor aveilability crused stockpiling

in some units. Toctical mnvements were affectzd by the lack of timeliness =f
helicoptersy i.e., units werc ticd to thoir water cans end departurcs toward
objectives were froguently deleyed. Helicopters were senerally not availeble
tn resupply units after 17CO unless on an emerg:ncy basis. Urgent and frequent
calls were made to insure avnilability of helicopters for the purposes of .
resupply. 4t least cne com any osch lay was not rasupplied, primarily

because of darkness. It must b mointed ~ut that resupply preblems were
compounded by continuous air strikes, naval gunfire, and artillery missions.
Whenever helienpters wore available, they were frequently divertcd or returned
without resupply being comploted. s portion of the helicopter problem was
simply & matter of aijusting to the nolicy and use of heliccrters lceally
cmployedts Fur all practical purpeses, it appeared thet missions were allocated
egqually smong battalions withoud rcoognizing the fact that helicopter require-
ments for the BLT were greater. Emcrgency Med-cvacs never were cuonsidered [
as a praoblenm.

2 Shor. Party .-crations. On D+3, Shore I'arty established
a logistics support ares at DONG Hi mnl worked in conjunction with the 4th
Marincs LS. Complex. ‘Thereaftur, 211 classes ~f suuply were obtained from
the DONG Hi complex.

b. Porscnnel and administration

(1) The S-1/Adjutant ogtablished & Battalion a.nministrative Center
aboard the LiH on D=1, The wininistretive Center consisted of the hsst s-1/
Ldjutant, two S-1 clerks, crch Company Ldministrative Chief and a UD/SRB
clerk from each crimpany (except Btry 4, 1-13, Ad Chief only). These adminis-
trative personnel remaincd on the rolls of their regpective companies/batteries.
The aiministrative C.nter functisned anc cjerated ns if tho Battalion was un
WBattalicn aiministratien” as the Lsst 3-1/hdjutant (0inC, aumin Centor) ~
has "By dircction" =muthority to sign Uds, SKBs ~nd riutine matters pertaining .
tn all companies. appropriate persomncl r.ocerds wire moved t- thn LFH with
the Admin rersonnel. The nwin Center was disselved after withdrawal.

(2) The 8-1/iljutant an? the remainder of the administrative personnel
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deployed with the Battalion Command Post and operated in the
field in accordance with the USMC Staff Manual.

(3) References, Manuals, Orders, etc.

(a) Central files and orders and directives were
maintained in the Admin Center.

(b) Field elements operatéd with an absolute min..

imum. Laminated waterproof charts were utilized to keep an

accurate up-tg~date personnel daily summary of all participati:y
units/detachments. A copy of the Operation Order and pertineni
personncl and casualty reporting directivés were the only ref-
erences taken forward or needed, The S/1 Adjuta section
""desk" consisted of a hand - made waterproof box size approximate-

1y 18" x 241" x 12" in which was carr1ed the necessary admin sup-

pliés and directives, i.e. memo pads, personnel rosters, note-

‘books, message books, casualty reporting cards,' pens and pencils

A portable typewriter was not carried nor absOIute‘ly ‘needed,

THSY ONTTMTT I rT s

- ¢. Casualty Reporting

M

(1) Casualty reporting was in accordance with CMC, FMF-
PAC 9thMAB and BLT diredtives ii: 3040 " sérles.’: The vasualty re-
porting ‘center was estab11shed abosrd the LPH and’ éonsisted

_of SLF/BLT Admin and’ Medical personnel, ‘- As thé BLT SRBs were

maintained in-the Admin Center this enabled’ the caSualty report-

" ing center to obtain individual’ service records immediately as

needed., o
(2) 782 gear and personnel effects of casulatles were
inventoried and safeguarded by’ Log1st1c and- Admin1strat1ve per-
sonnel on the LPH roSpectlvsly.
T , . -

d. Evacuatlon. ‘Evacuation of casualtles was accomplished
by helicopters. Med-Evac reéquests were handled and coordinated
by the S-4 in the field and the TacLog aboard the IPH while
OpCon to SLF, When the BLT chopped to the Lth Marines, Med-
Evac requests were coordinated by the Battalion Air Liaison
Officer with the Ltn Marines Air Officer.

A e, Cagtlves. After completion of initial interrogation
all captives were de11vered to HeadQuarters, 4th Marines.,

f. Civic Action. Civic action was coordinated by the SLF
CommandeT and his Staff, BLT Medical and Dental personnel do-

. nated their scrvices to the nearby village of GIA LINH.

BRI R £ Sl e St

e stcellaneous

+

() There wefe no disciplinary problems or incidents.
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(2.There were no replacements frog@eources outside
the BLT, X . ‘l'

(3) The BLT Chaplains visited and held rellglous
services in the field.

(4) Mail wes delivered in the field.

(5) Guard mail was delivered and picked up by heli-
copter, : -

7. Supporting Arms (GENERAL) -
a, FSCC |

(1) BLT 1-26 was supported by a 105mm Howitzer Bat=
‘ tery, a 107mm Mortar Battery, the USS ST PAUL and USS HULL,
and by close air support from lst Marine Air Wing. It is be-
lieved that all phases of supporting arms were excellent,

(2) If it is necessary for .the BLT to chop to regi-
mental control at some later date then all wheeled radio gear
would probably have to be available, Even though communica-
tions was not a great problem, this was due mainly to the im-
proved characteristics of PRC-25 and to our nearness to Reg-
imental CP,

(3) Helicopter operatioris within the AOA was still
the greatest problem with fire support coordination. Helo
flight restrictioss ate a start in the right direction but
it did not have a fast enough reaction time. The simplest
thing to do on the Battalion level is to have all low flying
alrcraft check in with the Battalion ALO. He could then re-
lay any late missions that had come up since he was briefed,

b, Artillery

, (1) The only problem, .except for helicopters, occured
after the BLT had chopped to 4th Regiment. It was necessary

to fire barrage data, ]It ook the Battory three days to be built

up to its basic allowance of ammunition. For the first two
days it was necessary to restrict firing of night defensive
fire due to low state of ammo.

¢, Naval Gunfire Support

(1) Naval gunfire support played an important role
in the operation, accounting for a significant number of
enemy dead and wounded. The indirect fire support, however,
seemed to be much better amd wore accurate from ships who have
had previous time on the line. It is imperative that ships be
well trained in gunnery operations and exercises before reporte-
ing for duty as a direct support ship where they may be called
on to provide close support for troops ashore. The USS ST PAUL
(CA-73) provided excellent support, her 8" guns being called in
as close as 200 yards to friendly lines during the one enemy
assault. The enthusiasm and spirit, coupled with good shooting,
of the Naval ships, was a significant factor in the success of
the operation and once agaln upheld the highest traditions of
the Ravy~ Maripe Corps Team.

I
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d. L\iI‘

(1) Cemmunications was considered gocd, especially with the MRC-
62 in cpereticn, Communicetions between the LLU and FiC's was spor-dic et
times due mainly to the shortage of BB=451 batterics.

(2) Close air support was ~utstanding an¢ quite effective, However,
99% of the air was controlled by the TAC(4), dibilitating the true - -
yalue of = FAC with o rifle company. It is believed the FAC could be more
effective if he were put in & UH-1E 1o erntr:l from the air since obvicusly
this is the method being employed. In this way not only would the battalion
always have =2 TAC(A) (the battalion's own FACSK available, but the T40(4)
would know =nd understand the battalicn's scheme of maneuver. From two op-
erctions it is concluied that this is the better methnd of employing the
battalion's Fils than the present methcd of being attached to the rifle companies.
The battali n would also have coverage for ell the rifle companies instead of
just two. It must be borne in minc that normally the BIT will have a TuC(4)
supporting the battali n and therefore the FiCs shruld be ewployed in this
NANNET o

8. Commander!s jnalysis

g+ Cperati n DECKHUUSE IV/Uperati”n TRLIRIE proved to be a highly
successful opercticn for imparting s und combet expsrience to all officers
and men ~f BLT 1-26 althugh it was an essentielly different type of operaticn
than that encruntered luring DECKHOUSE IIT iHaSE I and PHASE 1I/vperation
TCLEDC. The BLT was o-oosed by NVA regular troops thet fought using conventicnal
tactics. There was little attempt on the part »f tho enemy to evade our forces.
They ha? prepered positi-ns end waited for the BLT forces to come within ranges
Fire su;;ort was -utstinding :nce all units were ash:'re and -reparei to fire.

be The transitiim from CUMSTVENTHFLT operati nal crntrol to cperational
cmtr-l of IIT MuF was nccomplished smeothly and sxpaditi wusly. Ureraticnal
contrel was excrcised direetly by 4th Marines. Redin nets were established
with 4th Marines and a Force Recrn element occupyng an U3 in the BLT Area
of operatims.

Ce 4Hlth ugh civic actirm was not extensive the units »f the BLT in clnse
proximity t- villages offcred their assistance and in several cases medical
attention was given. When thoe BLT withirew from the sres excess ratisns were
given to the local villagarse

de During DECK: USE III yiHASE I and JHLGE II/Uperatiun T LEDC HMM-363
furnished 2 direet su;port helicopters and 2 Med Evac helicopters which were
under the ‘ireet o ntr 1 of the BLT Commanier. During DECKH.USE IV/uperati-n
PRARLE Hp=363 chopped to III MLF for (pCon. 4as 2 result the above procedure
was not followed resulting in lelay ~f logistics supmort. It is highly re-
commended th t wherever jossible direct su jort helicn;ters be assigned tc the
BLT in ordier to perform their missiion.

SECRET-NC FURN
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3121

26 September 1966
REY(RT ©F DECKH USE IV/YRAIRIE

1. Task lrganization

BLT 1-26  ...L#Col MUNTI

H&s co (-)

Det, Btry 4, 1st Bn, 13th Mar (In Tm)

Det, Hg Btry, lst Bn, 1%th Mer (NGF Ln Tm)
Det, Hg Co (-), 26th Mar

Radio Relay Tm

Det, icstal Unit

Det, Hq Bn, 5th Mar Div (¥hoto)
Det, Disbursing

Det, Comm Spt Co (=), 9th Comm Bn
Logistic Support Gr-up

Dety Command Seet
Det, MT Sect

Det, Supply S=zct
Det, Maint Sect

1st +1t, Co & E-) (Rein), 5th MT Bn
Dety Co 4 (=) (Rein), 5th Med Ba

Dety, Cellecting 11t
Clearine: Sect
Det, 15th Dental Cc, FMF

Co_u (Rein) ‘ Capt VELASWQUEZ

Co L

De'tg H&S CO, 1-26

Det, Med ilt
lst FU Tm, 8lmm Mortar rlt
lst FiCl Tm

1st FU Tm, Btry . (Hein), 1lst Bn, 13th Mar
Det, 1st 11t (Rein), Co 4, 5th Sy Bn

Det, Hg Btry, lst Bn, 13th Mzr (NGF Spct Tm)
let Sqd (-), 1st 41t (Kein), Co 4, Sth Enyr Bn

Co B SH@in!

Cc B

Capt SIMLSCN

] TNCLOSIRE (%&
_ SECRRET-NCFU
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Det, H&S Co, 1-26

Dety, Med Plt
2nd FC Tm, 8lmm Mortar Fls

. 2nd FO Tm, Btry 4 (Rein), lst Bn, 13th Nay
_ Dety 1st xlt (Rein)g Co &, 5th SF Bn
2nd Sqd, 1st ¥1t (Rein), Co i, 5th Engr Bn

. o D gReinZ Capt WEIDNER

Co D

Det, Med P1%
4th ¥o Tm, 8lmm Mortar ¥lt
2nd FuC Tm

4th Fu Tm, Btry A (Rein), lst Bn, 13th Mar
3rd Sqd, lst Flt (Kein), Cc &, Sth Engr Bn
Det, lst rlt (kein), Co 4, 5th Sk Bn

Vet, Ha Btry, 1st Bn, 13th Mar (NGF Spot Tm)

Btry & (-) (Rein), lst Bn, 13th Mar Capt BAILY

Btry 4 (=)
Det, Hg Btry, lst Bn, 13th Mar

107mm Morter Btry (=) (Rein), 2nd Bn, 12th Mar Capt MERRITT

107mm Mortar Btry
Uet, Mess Sec, Serv ¥lt, Hq Btry, 2nd Bn, 12th Mar
Det, 1st ¥1t {Rein), Co i, 5th S¥ Bn

1st #1t, Co 4 () (Rein), 5th AmTrac £n lstlt DIBELLO
1st 1t (Rein), Co & (=) (Kein), 5th 4T Bn 1stlt DEBILIC
1st ¥1t
Dety Co Hyy Co & (-)(Rein)
1st ¥1t (Rein), Co s (=) (Rein), S5th Epgr 3n 2ndlt DEiR
lst L1t (-)
Det, Co Ha, Co & (~) (Rein)
8lmm Mortar ¥lt (=) (kein) 1stLt MUOONEY
106mn Rec.iless Rifle ¥lt (Hein) 1stLt TERRILL
2 ENCLOSIPE (1)
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106RR P1t
Flame Sec
Dety Med F1t, H&S Co, 1-26

1st ¥lt, Co 4 (=) (Rein), Sth Tk Bn 1stlt LARKIN

1st ¥1t, 3rd Force Recon Co, MMF | Capt JURDAN

1st ¥Flt, Go.A, S5th Recon Bn 1stLt SPAINHUR

1st P1t (Rein), Co 4 (~) (Rein), 5th SF Bn Capt ANDERSCN
1st ¥1t

Det, Beachmester Unit-1

BLT Reserve

Co C (Rein)

Co C
! Det, H&S CO, 1"'26

Det, Med I1%
J3rd FC Tm, 8lmm Mortar P1l%

3rd FU Tm, Btry A (Rein), lst Dn, 13th Mar
1st Sqd (=), 1st ¥lt (Rein), €o A, 5th Engr Bn
Det, 1st rlt (Rein), Co &, 5th S¢é Bn

2» Intelligence

a. Terreing The objective arez includes part of the Central Vietnam low-
landse The Central Vietnam lcwlands, a zone of low, poorly drained terrain,
originating in the foot hills of the Annam Mruntains, terminates at the coast-
line in a wide belt ~of massive dunes and low sandy shores continucus except
where interrupted by the m uths of rivers and lag ons. 4 narrow tsansitional
zone. of founded hills parallels the coastline 15 to 20 miles inland and sep-
arates the lowlands from the Annam Mountains. Trafficability is fair to poor
throughout the area. During heavy rains cross-ccuntry movement is extremely
diffeult on the Coastal Ilains The land im devoted to wetland rice paddisa
throughout the plain and beginning abrut 8 miles inland are scattered stands
of woodland end brush. Highway 1 runs n rth-scuth about 10 miles inland.
Highway 9 commences at Dong Ha (YD 239608) and runs weste The Song Hieu Giang
an¢ Song Thach Ham Kivers, which originate in the Annam Mountains, are the
major tributaries which meet and form the Cau Viet River at YD 267625, The
Cau Viet kiver from this point runs to the sea. LCM's may navigate the
Cau Viet to where it joins the Thach Hau, hrwever from there to Quang Tri,
only LCE's may navigate. 4 stream parallels the beach approximately 4.2 miles
inland. Highways 1 and 9 cross numercus bridges of various str.ctures through-

3 ENCLOSTRE (1)
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out the area. The “une belt which extends inland 2.4 miles ¢ nsists mostly
of sandy ridges up tc 20 fect in height with natches of dryland c¢ropse ALvenues
of appriach are unrestricted on the coastal plain. .

be Deazh Studye. 3Slue seach (YD 299749) is a straight beach extending in a
northwest-socutheast direction, and is 1.5 miles long. The beach averages one
hundred feet in width. OComposition is soft sand, firm where wete IBeach
gradient of the foreshore is 1112, Nearshrre a proach to the keach is partially
restricted by submerzed samd bars located 225 yards offshore and paralleling
beachs Cloarance over sand bar centers is 6 to 10 feet at low tidee Nearshore

gradient is 1330,

¢c. Enemy Situaticne

(l) Goneral. The exact eurrent locaticn and disposition of the NVA
forces in and around the LMZ cannot bte determined at this time. However, there
are indicati-ns of elements nf these fcrces currently cperating as far scuth as
route 9. Since the withdrawal of the 3248 Div at the end of Uperation HASTINGS,
reconnaissance and air crewe hnve reported extensive su, rly activity in the
M2 area, including dispersed supply porints, read traffic and movement of
material by sea. There has been over 130 sccondary explesions reported resulting
from air strikes in or notth of the DMZ.

d. Urder of Battle. There have boen no recent gignificant activities in the
M4, althoush this area is suspocted to be a hi: hly uset infiltration arca an.
rrob.bly many cnches may be uncovernd. Most racent and accented 3 for the
QUANG PRI ar-.a inclules but is nnt limite. to the followings

3245 biv  UMZ Vie Yb 030720 o
90th Lest Vie Yu 050650
80%rd ic,.t Vic Yo 990600
808th lios t Vie YU 370570

The 341st NVL Jiv is cispersed into rural and forrested areas in or north «f the
WMZ. This unit is the southernnost NV iiv in North Vietnam. The most rcoent
erea of operation for the 341st iv is an arca in the vicinity of Vihn Linh north
of the LM,

3, Mission. as A~fined in CTG 79.5 Frag urcor #1 (1115444 Septé6) to
reference (a).

"Conduct waterbiurne am hibious asszult over Beach LLUT and helicopterborne
assault into sclected lanling. zones to conduct search and :degtroy opcrations .
and screen northern apnroaches to aln in support of v eration FRoIQIE."

ENCLOS'RE (1)
b SECHTP-N FURN

DECLASSIFIED



-

-

SECRET=NCFURN

DECLASSIFIED
as Soo Tab i to enclosuré (1) for Landing Foroe ani BLI Jbjectives.

4. Concept of Uverations

as bt Lehour Company i was to land over seach BLUE by L¥T to attack and
seize Landing Force (bjectivie 1. Ianttery 4 was to lanc in trace and estab-
lish an initial firin, position in the vicinity of 3ench ULUE. 4t H-hour
Company .2 was to be helilifted to LZ S.uRKCW and to attack in assei ned zone
to seize LF Ubjective 2. Company B was to be helilifted to LZ WREN and
attack in nssigned zone to seize LF Cbjectives 4 and 3. BLT 1-26 Ck, Company
C and the 107rmm dorter Lattery were to land in LZ SrARRUW. Upon seizure
of LF Ohjectives the units were to con.uct search and estroy oncrations
in the ila.

5. Execution

as U-day - 15 September 1966

(1) Company » landed by LVIE~5 over Beach BLUE at 0730H (H-hour),
followed by Wave 2 which was composed of Shere iarty rlatoon (=), Beachmaster
Unit (-), and a Recon iarty Battery A, 13th Marines. No enemy.contact was
made during the landin . Company 4 attacked to the southeast and secured
Cbjective 1 at 0910H. Dattery 4 was lenled over Beach BIPE at OSOOH and
established initial firin. positions at Y’ 300744. )

(2) Compony 1 was halilifted t» L.nding Zone SraRRCW at 0730H
(L-hour). at 0850H Comyany B was helilifted to Landing Zone WuEN. No
contact was mace in either Lending Zone. 4t 1015H the Command Group landed
in Landing 4one SiiRHOW followsd by 10Tmm Mortar Battery at 1020H._ At 1110H
& simultaneous helilift of H&S Company from the Uss IWC JIh (LlyH-2) and

 Compeny C from the USS VANCLUVER (Leb-2) e~mmenced. At 1230H the amphibious

assault wes ccmpleto,

(%) 4t 0850H Compeny 8 commencel attack t- seize Ubjective 4.
Company U commenced attack to seize Ubjective 2 at 1320H. it 1300H the
Jivision Kecon kFlato'n, unuer onCon SLF madte c-ntact with an estimated NVi
Compuny and requested resistance frem the LLT. Close air suprort and
artillery were provided. Th» engepement resulsed in 9 NVA KIA4 confirmed
and 30 NVa KI.L (robable. 4t M320H Company 4 made contact with 3 VO at
Y. 300737« The VC broke cmterct and fleit ta the s~uth. Two cement bunkers
were discovered at Y. 300737, 4t 1530H Shore sarty «latoon received 10

VC suspeots from a Const Guapd vessel. ot 13300 Bettery 4 commenced helilifting

to Landing Zone EAGLE to establish & new firiny position. Lt 1554H Company D
secure.. Ubjeotive 2. 4Lt 1300H the unti-Tank ilatoon was moved up the river
by boat to NG Hu, moved from NG Hi across country, ‘and arrivec et Londing
Zone BAGLE. At 1730H Company U secured (bjective 4.

(4) 4t 1750H Beach B UT was closed, anl Shore rarty £latoon an.
BJeachmaster Unit returned to the USs THMLSTON (LS.-28). The amphibian
Tractor-rlatoon raturned to the USS VANC UVITR (Leo-2 ).

5 ENCLOSURE (1)
STCHET-NUFUUN

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED
SEORTT-NCF.RN ' '

(5) 4s of 2000H unitm were locatod as followss o

BLT 1-26 Y 197694 - |
Company A , YD 213662 ‘ 7 . ‘:
Company B " woems o B
Compeny € = | W 197694 . o ' -
'Comﬁany W | . Yp 185735 | -

Battery « C 213662

107mm Mortar Battery Y. 191697

4T ¥latoon YD 213662

(6) No oontact was mede durinz the night.

b. D+t - 16 September 1966 : . , . "

(1) at 0500H Company ~ rzoeived 4 rounis of mortar and 21 rounde
of small arms fire from the southeast. Fire was returncd and contact was
brokan.

(2) Compeniecs i, 3 and » bogan nmoving shortly after first light. -
At 1015H Company » secured (bjective.3, Control of naval gunfire and artillery
wag pnssed ashore at 1100H. 4t 1119H Crmpany B received seattercd small
arme fire from 3 snipurs in village loocatel at Y. .160714. luring, the search '
of the villeye 5 VCS were captured in additi n to propaganda materisl,

(3) &t 1530H 2 bioby traps cxploded in the Company v position at
YD 170730 inflicting 3 WIA. Nine brnby traps were destroyed in place. st
1600H concrdinaticn of AI¥ nassed ashrre. 4t 1650H Company 3 received scattered
small arms fire from Y. 153716 A% 1711H Cempony 5 cspe under heavy small
arms fire from the front an! both flanks at Y, 153716. Company 5 was in
ocontact with an estimated NVA company an. sustained 2 KIL and 9 WIL., Artillery
and cloge air suprorted Company B, The c»ntact was broken at T7J0H ant :

resulted in 7 NVi KI4 (bowy count), 4 (prssible) and 12 WIn (poasible).
Cnm;nny 3 geoured (bjisotive § at 17451 .st 1720H mortéar rounis werc raceived

by Company » from Y, 165738. Naval ¢unfire cestroyed.3 mortars and 14 Nva
Tl (all confirmed). 4% 1755H Company 4 uncovere:! foxholes for abcut 80
personnel at Yy 173653. s .cks and clothin; wore scattared about the arca.

(4) 4t 2000H units Qere locetedl as £o1lowas ‘ ‘ .
JSLT 1-26 , Y 197694 | ‘
6 ENCLOSURE (1)
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Company & . DT ‘
Company 3 YO 151719
Crppany C | ,‘ Y 197694
Company v Y) 168732
dattery & jf 1 213662

107mm Mortar Baﬁﬁery YU 197694 -
AT Flatorn Y» 213662

(5) At 2210H an estimated 15 VG probed Battery 4 inflictinb WLL.
4t 2303H Company 1) received 2 rounds of mertar fire. 107mm Mortar Béttery
fired counterbattery with ghod effect. it 2505H the BLT 1-26 Ci received
2 grenades and automatic weapons fire from south of the Cr, 4t 2340H the
SLT 1-26 Cr received 1 60mm Mortar rounl from scuth of the Ci. Company C
used 60mm mortar countor‘bat‘bery with good 'effect. =

Ce U=2 = 17 September 1966

(1) 4t 0018H Battery A, 13th “arincs had four gronades thrown into
their perimeter, inflicting ohe WIi.

(2) 4t 0341H, Company A wes attacked by sn estimated company-size
NV4 unit with heavy small arms gnd Mortar fire from both flanks of the
perimeter. The contact was broken at 0353H (Company 4 sustaincd 1 _KIi

and JZ,MIA) artillery and naval unfire supported Company A. Lt first 1liqht

the company moved -ut to continue its mission an! investigate the results
of the previous action. 4t 0615H the company discovered 1 s KTa's (st
20 KIi, 30 WI.) and captured the following items at Yo 1736523

4 hutomatic wuapons

20 Ma,anzines

300 kiounds of assorted small arms ammunitin

6 L mines

98 gr.neailes

4 AT Hocket Launchers with 12 ryun-s

Miscellane ~us packboards, wag equ1pment ani clothlng

(3) 4t OT40H the Foveée Recon iletoon was insertsd at Y. 282748 to
conduct survailance of the boech Ares. 4 Com any ‘4 ¢ ntinued sweeping
through thc area in the v101n1ty of Yu 173652 1 VCC wearing a khakl uniform
and rubber boots was captured. 4t 0845H 4 carblnea, 2 rocket rounds and
nugérous frish blood strins wWere discovercd, Indications were that the
NVA's wero hastily r~troating to the north.‘ At 0925H Compeny A found the

body of the Recon ilatoon MIA unfer s bush. His wunds hai been bandage:
by the NVi's but he had led from loss of bloed. 4L 1000H a platoon from
Cwmpany C was hellliftet to establish a blocking position at 0 168675 in .
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supr~rt of Company . wt 1310H Uompany & wiscovercd 30 to 40 freshly dug
emplacements, 1 booby tra» kit, 100 rrunds of srall arms arsunition, 1 home-
made gas mask, an: miscellanenus engine:sr trcls et YD 151669.

(4) &t 1345H Commany o entersa a village located at Yo 156737.
The scarch of the village uncovered miscella'necus ro-sganda items, sunji
stakes, ani a few trenches. There were n» males mrasent in the village.
A4t 15150 Company =~ was hit by hoavy small arms and auromitic weap-ns from
both sides of the reoad ot ¥ 146730. After calling artillery fires Company
advanced and agein came under heavy fire at 1535H. Artillery was z;ain
utilized, 4at 1545H Company v again began receiving fire.

(5) 4t 1545H a yetrol fron Comrany o reecived fire at 1 146711,
The patrol returned fir: an: the VC fledi. The patrol found several bogs
of rice end large am-unts of fresh blnrod in. the erna. The activn resultzd
in 5 VC WwL. confirmeu. Yhe Company C vla toen blocking force roturned at
1554H.

(5) at 1633H a kcd Lvze helicoter was shot iown by small arms fire.
Emer, cney repairs ware made and the helicopter was able to fly out althowh
Company & was still under fire. air strikes wore run 2ni at 1800H Unmpany
D had brcken contact.

(7) it 2000H units were in the following positiconss

SLD 1-26 Y 197694
C mpany i Y 163667
Company 3 Yo 151719
Cownany C ¥ 197694
Company Y1 152734
Battery C Y 213662

10Tms ¥ rtar Sattery Y. 191697
sl.ilatomn Y) 213662

(8) at 2005H two croups of white 1li,'hts and one red light were
observnl, tne group vas lecatel! 700 metzrs cast f the BLT Ci an ths secind
group was 1500 metors to the west. The lizhts were evaluatad as VO nijht
si htin: dovices f.r m-rtars. 81mm ri‘rtars wera fired on both targets. The
1i; hts were cither cestroyed r extinguishod. ot 2020K & Compny L ambush
reported 6 VC moving at Yo 166671, 60mm irrters were cuployed. 4n estimated
1 VC KIs, 1 VO WI. nrobahle were the rosults. There weas no further activity
JqUring 1+2.
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d. 13 = 18 September 1966

(1) Company ~ received mortar fire at 004QH. urtillery fired crunter
battery ani the morters wore ailenceii. Company*k“wns~prnbedfat D315H with
one hand gr-nade. Comgeny B received 3 rounds of 57mn recoilless rifle
and 20 rounds of 82mm mortar at 0630H. sir was called with good effect and
the firg ceased. ‘ e - ‘ : ‘

{2). 4t OT00H Company /» begen advancing to Objective 6 and Compeny
% attyecked to seize Wbjcctive 7. 4t 08458 the LVI: rlatoon, logs" vohicles,
wes helilifted to L2 TuGLE. 'The Tank Platocn personnel.were returned to '
the USS THUWASTUN (LSD-28). The Tank Flatoon, with vehicles, wds embatked -
gboard-LCM=8's for movement to ONG Hi.
(3) 4t 0945H Company v wade heavy contact. Thoy received automatic
weapens fire from both sides.and the fromt at Yo 1467302 The lead plavoon:-
suffered one KIi ana one WIA when they passed thréugh. & boobytrapped gaté. |
Ono karge bunkep was located cn the road in the center of the villagei™ =~
..Extremely heavy firc forced Company to withdraw. Naval gunfire and artillery
were called in to cover the withdrawal. Contact was broken. * n”
<« :(4) &t 1000H Compax L. secured Objugtive 6. ‘The BLL chopped OpCen
to the Third MuF at 1200H. .This tormineted Uperation JECKHOUSE IV nni |
initisted Uperation :wAI I% for the BLT. The BLI was assigned the mission
of condueting searoh end i-stroy operations in assigned TuUit. (See Tab B)
At 1455H Company ~ again ceaemo under ‘heavy fire from the village located at%
Y 1467%0Q.. Supuortin; nrms were emplpykd snd at 15340 the company bégan -
withirawing to the Company B prsition loeated at Objeotive 5. The Company
engegement during the day resulted in 35 NVi KIa (confirmea), 45 KI4 (probable).
Total equipment captured or destroyed inclucded 4 1K-47 wifles, T S£5 Carbines,
50 stick prenades, 500 rounds of mmmunition, end 11 magazines. At 161€H
Battory 4 dilsplrced to a new {iring position at Y 167682. At 180CH the
Tank anl Shore rerty rlatoons were esteblished at HONG Hi,  4¥ 1820H Company
D reached Ubjective 5 ani linked up with Compeny B. C

2 (5) &4t 2000H units were located as followa.

&

BLT 126 ¥ 197694 :
Cnmpany i - YD‘T53669 o
Company B o Al 152719
Company C Yo 197694
Company ) o Y 152716
Battery 4 Y 1686862

107mmn Morter Battery YD 191697

Tank ilatoon JCNG HA ‘ ENCLOSURE (1)
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(6) Therc was no further contrct uring 43,

0. U4 ~ 19 Soptombsr 1966

(1) N~ contact was male curing the night. Company i bepgan advancing, .
to Yo 1/2687. it 0845H a plat-on frem Cmpany C was helilifted 4o WOKG Hh
to join with the femnk Ilatorn, o8 Company v advanced toward the village
(Yo 147717) ot 090TH they came uniler small arms ani automatic weapons fire.
At 0912H Company . was heevily engagec. Four NVa4 were surpriscd and
killed in a hut. The NVa's wore green uniforms, helmets, and belt buckles
with red stars. Three burp guns were captured.

(2) 4t 090TH the Tenk rlatoon reinfore:” with 2 flame tanks from
Company C, 3ri Tenk Battalin #n & nlatoon frem Company € left 2NG Ha
en route to Yo 142689, Compeny o pullel back from the village located at
Yo 147717 under hoavy fire. Supporting arms saturatel the area. At 1027H
Company :+ attacked again anl once again ran into heavy fire. un air strike
at Ys 147716 procduced sce'ndary explosions. 4t 11018 Company U a;ain entere!
the villare and found wany trenches and tunnels. The compeny benan destroying
the tunnels with Aenclitions. 4% 1300H Company D received small arms fire.
At 1327H the company came under heavy sutomatic weapons fire, anl again ‘
pulled back to Ubjective 5. J4ir ani navel punfire were employei. Lt least
35 NVua's covered with napalm were secn running; from the trenches.

(%) 4t 141/H the BL? Cp, Comrany C ani the 107mm Mortar iattery
dais;laced by helicirter to Y 142689. Comreny o again moeved towars the
village ccndueting: roconraisance by fire at 1420H.  Compeny » ¢'mtinued to
advance ageinst light oprosition until 1658H, When they came under heavy
autonatic weepons fire from both flanks.  The compeny was pinnew wown.
suoporting Arms warc employe. but each time artillery fire lifted, the .
NVa's resumed fire. 4at 1708H Company 3 reccived autcmatic weapons firc
at Tu 152716. TFire was returned and artillery fire was called. The ¢ ntact
was broken at 1710H, .

(1) £s a Company & asbush party ‘erarted the BLT Cr at 1910H, they
made ¢.ntact with three VC. 'The VC throw a grenade and fled. 4t 19154,
while movin. twerd hill 129 (¥Yh 125711) the Terk iletcon (iein) and
a nlatron from Coppuny C recoive’ autcmatic weopons fire anl one 5Tmn reo-illess
rifle r-un’ at Y; 136707. Fire was returned, inclu:ing 20 rounds of 90umm
cannister. The BV with row under the cover f darknzss ~fter receiving
15 aTa (probable) ant 6 WIu (probable). «t 1920H Compony o breke centact.
There were 5% NVi KL. (confirmed), 43 NVi KL. (probable), 2 carbines, 1
light machinogun, =nit 1 submachinepgun testr-yed during the day.

(5) a4t 297°H units wers located us fellowss

SLUT 1-26 Y 122689 ‘
Company & i 142689
10 ENCLUSUIE (1)
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Crm any 1 YD 152719
Company C YU 125710
Comipany Yu 152719
Battery & © YU 168682

177mm Morter Battery YD 140688

Tank Platoon YD 136789
3rd Platoon Co C Yo 136789
4T ¥latoon Yl 168682

(6) At 2135H Battaory A observed 15 VC mnving but no contact was
males There was nce furthoer contact during the night of +4.

fo 1+5 = 20 September 1966

(1) At 0214H Comvany 1) received sniper fire from YD 152726. The
company returned fire and called 8lmm martar fire. Contact was orcken.
At 11%°H Company C and Tank Ilatcoon attacked toward Cojective A. At 1540H
a tank hit an uT mine at YU 13572C and 3 NVA were szen at Yu 135721. Four
more AT mines and 2 field expedient AP mines were found in the viainity.
at 1845H Cempany B reccived 5 mortar rounds in the vicinity of Yo 152717.
Artillery provided counterbattcry fire and the mortsars were silenced.

(2) At 2:°7H units were located as foll wss

BIT 1-26 YL 142789
Company A Y. 1,2089
Company B Yo 152719
Comnany C Yo 135712
Comvany D Yo 149712
Bettopy B YD 1A8682

107mm Mortar Battery YD 147668
Tank ¥Ylat-on YD 135712
Anti-Tank rlatoon YD 1%5712

(3) There was no contact vuring the night of D+5,
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(1) Company C received 25 rrunis of mirtar fire at «515H. At
27ASH Company C attacke:dl to scize Cbjective A.  at "815H sne AT rocket
hit a tank and small arms fire was received =t the front of Company C. .
Fire was returned and r-sulted in twe NVL KIA's (confirmed), 2 rocket
launchers coptured, 5 grenades, and 3¢ rounds of Russian 7.62mm ammunition.
At 850H more NVA's oncned fire from the company's right flank at YD 137717.
Flame tanks were cmployed and 30 NVA were killed by body count. 4t U920H
two tanks were hitv by AT rockets fired by a four man rocket team. The
camage was minor and one tank fired cennister at 75 yards.  The four NVi's
were disintregntet. hlesistance stiffened as the company hezan receiving
hasvy fire from trenches to the front. Company C pulled back 57 yards,
called air strikes and r:sumed the attack. 4t 1020H heavy contact was male
at YD 139717 when AT rockets ani autcmatic weapons fire was reccived from
trenches, &4t 1130H Company C broke contact.

(2) Cimpany U manuevered to the right of Cwmpany C, ani Coempany 3
joined the right flank ~f Company U while sup ~rting arms fired on tbjective
4o 4% 1533H Companies 3, C ans 2, supportel by tanks nittacked to seize
Cbjective L. Lt 1645H vbjoctive n was sccured when the NV force broke contact.
and §lcd north. There were 16 NVi KIa's (confirmes) and 69 NVa KIa's (prob-
able). : :

(3) L4t 200CH units were lscater as followss

BLT 1-26 ¥ 142689
Company O ) Y. 1426389
Company i Th 142724 .
Comypany C Y, 138710
Company Yo 149718
Battery o Y 168682

10Tumn Mervar Bnattery Yo 140688
Tenk 11lnton Y 1348720
anti-Tank ¢latoon YO 168A62

(4) There was no contact .uring the night of .+6.

h, I#7 - 22 Sentemboer 1944 .

(1) &t 7307H Crmpenics C an' . raceived approximstely 45 rounls
of mortar fire. DNaval ;unfire silenced the mortars. A4t 0550H Companies
C ani. b again received nortar fire. Company 8 cbserved 8 VC moving toward
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the comprny ¢ rimeter at UG30H. At 06,58 the VC werz fired on by small

arms, M-79's, an. navsl gunfire. There were 2 Kli's (confirme~) ani 3
KIan's (provbabls).

(2) it 0930H Company € discoveral an unoccupied trench wni bunker
complex running from Yo 127124 to Yo 120719, Lt 09450 two LVT's
arrived at NG H. after moving up river from the UsS VLNCCUVER (1an-2).
i column of four tanks from Company C, 3ri Tank Hattalion, the two LVI's
and 2 plrtoon from Company 4 departed WG Hi at 1230H to link up with
Company C. 4t 1030H Company b received scattered spall arms fire from
Y. 145740. it 1146H Company o received scattered small arms fire from the
front. 4t 1242H Company C made ¢ ntact with a rocket team at Y. 124720
and kille! one HVa (Cﬂnfirmed). a rocket launcher, 3 rockets, 2 automatic
weapons, 3 grenades, 1 light mechinezun barrel and 1 can of itussian 7.62mm
linked ammunition were captured. A4t 1400H Company C mace further c ntact
at Yo 124720 and killed 2 NV. (eonfirmed). &t 1472H a tank in the column
from D\NG Hi hit a mine at Y 136676. 4t 1530H Company » uncver=d 17 bories,
an oxtonsive trench network, bunkers reinforced with concrete ant many spider
holes at Yo 140737, 4t 1635H Company C came under machinegun fire at
YU 117719. The coupany attacked »nd killed 5 NVA (confirmed) and 2 (probable).
at 140°H a patrol from sattery 4 visited a ncarty Cathelic Urphanage ans.
donated 32 cans ~f C-Rotions. At 165TH Company - sighted 12 VC 2t ¥ 135733
and calletl in artillery fire.

(3) ut 29°0H units wore located as followss

SLT 1-26 YO 142689
Company A Yo 142689
Company = D 133772
Company C L 116719
Comany D YD 11:.719
Battery A YD 168462

107 Mortar o .ttery Yo 14068C
Tank ilat-n Y 118719
AT 11atoon Y) 168/062

ilatoom (=) Cempeny C,YD 173071
3yl Tenk i3attali-n

*

(4) 4t 2317H C mpany 5 obscrved what appeared o be mirinr

" Aiming lichts cutside their perimeter. srtillery firs was called and

the lights were extinguished. There was no further contact curing L+7.
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i. D48 = 23 3eptenbor 196

(1) as Company B continue’ scarch ani estruy operations they metie
contact at 63GH =t Yo 135735. 4n aid station wes frunl ani evidonce
that a NVi ilatcon was in the areca. The Company gnve chuse and at Yo 121733,
they discoverel a tunnel complex. vne tunnel was 12 feet by 45 feet and
e nteinel five cases «f melical supplies. Local women stated that two NVA
rlatoons had just passcidl through the go:n an' were esccompanied by Chinese
advisors. Company B wursue! but csuli not make contact. st 0935H Company
C came unler 4T rocket an.! automatic weap-ns fire frem 7o 115719, ne tenk
detonated an wv mine. When the comrany attacked the NVi's fled. at 7945H
%3 NV4 were observed at Y 111727 and naval gunfire was called. ‘'[wenty NV.
were killa't., At 173CH as Company i3 entered a village located at Yu 120725
they received & hcavy volume of mortar and sutomatic weapon fire, The NVA
broke contact an® fled at 1750H. Cne NVi was captured ani evacuatel to the
4th Marines Cr. ut 19501 the Company 3 perimeter was probed. The 8VA breke
contact and fled. tne VCS was captured.

(2) &t 29°0H units wore locate’ s fillowss

SLT -2 Yo 142689
Company . Vi, 142K-89
Company 3 i) 127724
Company C Yo 19697
Company v Y3 115768
Battery . Y 118682

10 Tmn Mortar Sattery YD 140648
Tnak ilntoon (itein) Yo 109697
aT 11atoon Y1 168562
(3) There was no furthor contact uring the night of w8,

Je U¥9 = 24 Bentember 196A

(1) 'The smphibious withirswal commcneati at O70GOH.  Conpanies 3
and V wers helilifted tn the USS Iwe JiM. (LuiH-2) along with esignatel
supnlice. At 1200H the BLT chepped (vCon frem 4th M.rines to TG 79.9 (SLF).
As the Tank rlatoon (kein) with elements of Cempany C werc cnroute to NG
Hu at 1990 the column was hit from the reer by AT rockets ana automatic
weapons at Yu 139633, 'The tanks an: infantry <eployed anc returned fire
and an airstrike wns delivered. The action resulted in 7 KIi (confirmed)
and 20 KILi (probable). The column -rocesded on to .JONG Hi.

(2) &4t 2000H units were locatel as followss
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BLT 126 Y 14266
Company . Yo 1426589
Company ¥ LiH-2
Company C DUNG H
Compeny 0 LiH-2
Battery i YU 163662

107mm Mrrtar Battery Yo 147688
Tank Plat -on (itein) DONG HA
4T ilatosn Y, 168602

(3) There was n> ¢ mntact during the night of L+9.

k. uU+10 = 25 September 1966
(1) at first licht tle withirawal ¢ ntinued. Company C and the

Pank rlatoon (Rein), Battcry & an. the uT vlatron returned to their respective
ships by lending craft from s NG Hio. Company a4, the 107mm Mortar Sattery end
H&S Company were helilifted t- the amnhibi~us shipning from LZ BLUTBIY.
The “peration terminated at 251570H Scptember 1946,
6, ligsults

ne Enemy

(1) The £ 1l-wing is the assessment of WV an: VC personncl
casualties inflicted by Battalion Londing Team 1-243

() KIa (30)Y CLUNT) 254
(b) KLi (FROBABLE) 313

(¢) WIA (CoFIMEL) 14

(&) NV4 Captives 1
(e) VCs 13
(f) vce 3

(2) The fol1l'wing is = compilation of cneny equiprment ani material
captured or destroyed by Battalion “anding. Team 1-263
15 ENCLWSUWLE (1)
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() 7.62 Sub machinegun 4K-47 Chidom Type 36 24

(b) T7.62 Cerbipe SKS Chicom Type 56 15
(e) 7.62 WG Hlu Chicom Type 56 2
() AT Rkt Launchers LEG-2 : 9
(e) Stick Type Gronades 153 *
(f) hagazines mssorted L x
(g) 8/4 hmmo A;;éaorte{i; co | 4900 Ris
(n) 40mm AT x@o R o 22 Rds
(i) Home made Gas lask ’ | 2
(3) Medical Supplies assorted 1¢ Lbs
(k) wrouments 15 Lbs .
(1) U.S. Frag Grenades _ ‘13"
R (m) Fonicillin - 2 Cascs
' (n) yackboards end Powches 30
(o) Bunkers h | 70
(p) '"Trenchlines enl tunnels 1200 Meters .
b. Friendly
(1) Casuslties suafp.ined by Buttalion Lrnding Team 1-26 are
sumnmarized belows T
(a) XIi =34
1 Gunshot - 28 .
2 Shrapnel - 6 |
(b) Jied of Wounds - 2 y | ‘_“
ﬁ ~
1 Gunshot - 2 -
(o) WIa - 167 . ;1;;-
| 1 Gﬁhaho£ - 56‘1. ’. | - .
‘) - 16 ENCLUSURE (1)
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2 Shrapnel - 101
Non-3attle Casunlties -« 75

1 Yiglaria - 10

ro

Heat - 19
Spraing - 17

2
4 Miscellaneocus - 29
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 363
Marine Aircraft Group 15 (Rein)
oth Marine Amphibious Brigade
FPO, San Francisco, 96692
3:WHG: fe
3487
26 September 1966

From: Commanding Officer
To:  Commander, Special Landing Force

Subj: After Exeroise Report, Operation Deckhouse IV and Operation Prairie;

subnission of
Reft (a) Annex U to CTCG 79.5 Op Plan 328.67
(b) Maps: AMS Lt 6342 I, (1:50,00¢) CAM.LO
AMS Logs  63u2 If, (1s5¢o¢¢¢) THON DOC KINH
AMS L7g1h 6442 ID (1:5¢,086¢) THON NGO XA DONG
AMS Logis 6442 III,  (1:54,8¢d) BA LONG
AMS L7d1s 6442 IV, (1:5¢,890) QUANG TRI

Enclt (1) Chronology of Significant Events
(2) Statistical Summary

1, In accordance with reference (a) enclosures (1) and (2) are submitted,

..

D MC GOIB!V

e losuee (3)
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cx@gmomc}g OF_SIGNIFICANT EVERTS

19 Septenmber:

ration Deckhouse IV began this date when one aireraft launched from the
LPH.2 at ¢635H to providé SAR far the pending assault, troop lift.

Sixteen squadron aircraft began launching from the LPH.2 at $65¢H with the
- first assault elements of G1lirmer Bravo. These elements were lifted into the
jnitial strike zone at coordinates YD 173627, code named 12 Wren, When Glimmer
Bravo had been 1lifted ashore, Glimmer Delta was then lifted from the LPH.2 into
the second strike zone at coordinates YD 19869%, code named LZ Sparrow, Upon
completion of these 1ifts, Glimmer Charlie wam 1ifted from the U.5.5, Vancouver
into L2 Sparrow. DOeadlock airoraft of VMO-2 provided escort for the strikes
and no enemy fire was encountered. The sixteen squadron aircraft then con-
tinued to 1ift troops and external cargo into the two zones for the remainder

of the morning.

The lead aircraft of the 1ift and his wingman were diverted at 133¢H to
coordinates YD 178653 for an emergency recon retraction. On final approach
into the zone the lead aircrafi encountered intense enemy automatic weapons
and small arms fire. The lead aireraft sustained three hits before waving

-. off., One hit damaged the engine o0il cooler which necessitated an emergency
landing at Dong Ha. During this action, the aircraft’s crew chief was
slightly wounded. The aircraft remained down at Dong Ha for the remainder

of the day for battle damags.

Four additional aireraft then diverted to YD 17#653 to retract the pinned
down recon team. All four aireraft encountered intense enemy automatic weapons
and small arms fire entering the zone and were forced to wave off. WJuring this
time, the aircraft gunner of ths number two aircraft wae seriously wounded by

.. the enemy ground fire. This aireraft then diverted immediately to the ship

{ with its med evac. Approaching the LPH.2, control difficulties were experienced

“by the aireraft, and after a safe, but eventful landing, it was learned the air.
craft's servos had been extensively damaged by the enemy fire,

The other thres aireraft in the flight flew to Uong Ha to assess their
battle damage which was determined to be minor at the time, although, closer
inspection aboard the LPH.2 revealed that the number three aircraft had al-
most had its tail rotor cable completely severed by the fire.

‘ Condole and Peadlock aircraft were then called into the retraction area

for an alr strike. Five additional equadron aireraft then went in under the

air cover and effected the retraetion without further incident. One U.S. KI4,

gpgus. WIA and twelve remaining troops of the recon unit were returned to the
=2

_ Twelve aircraft launched from the LPH.2 at 163§H to 1lift Glimmer Alfa

“" and Battery Alfa from landing Zone Jove (YD 3¢2728) and Blue Beach (YD 318735)

—into L2 Eagle (YD 215665). Two aircraft were diverted during the 1ift to Blue
Beach. There they picked up 5 VC POY®s and transported them to L Sparrow.

1
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Upon completion of the troop 1ift, four aircraft continued to lift 1¢5 ammo
from Blue Beach to LZ Eagle., Prior to completing this 1ift, two of the air.
craft were diverted to LZ Sparrow where they picked up 1 Uog. WIA and returned
him to the LPH.2,

Two aircraft launched at 194fH to transport an emergency resupply of ammo
and water to LZ Sparrow. Three U.,5, med evacs were then returned to the LPH.2

from L2 Sparrow without incident.
16 September:

The majority of the flights this date were resupply and med evac missions
in support of BLT 1/26. Throughout the morning squadron aireraft lifted
supplies of water, rations and ammo from the LPH-2 and the U.,5.5. Vancouver
into LZ Eagle, LZ Sparrow, Olimmer Bravo at YD 165712, and Glimmer Delta at
YD 187742, Two aireraft, after dropping cargo at LZ Sparrow, returned to
the ship and picked up CIG 76.5. The flight then proceeded to the U.S.5,
Oklahoma City where they picked up ComSeventhFleet and transported him to the
Glimmer CP at 1Z Sparrow. On the return trip an aerial recon of Li Eagle was
made. The two aircraft then returned ComSeventhfleet to the U,S.S; Oklahoma
City and then returned to the LPH.2,

Six U.S. med evacs were picked up during the morning from the various zones
and returned to the LPH.2. No enemy fire was encountered.

Water and rations resupply continued throughout the afterncon by squadron
aireraft in support of BLT 1/26, Two resupply aircraft were diverted to
Glimmer Alfa's position at coordinates YD 184645 where they picked up one U,S,
WIA and returned him to the IPH.2, Four other aireraft on resupply missions
were diverted to YD 17473 (Objective 3), where they performed a routine ex.
traction of a twenty-two man U.S. Marine recon team and returned them to Li

- Sparrow,

Other squadron aircraft resupplied elements of 1/26 at coordinates YU 173734
and YD 108504, Two of the aireraft made three trips from Jong Ha to Li Bagle
transporting external loads of mo-gas. The two aircraft then returned to the
ship and were launched again immediate%g on an emergency ammo rasupply to
(1immer Bravo, located at coordinates 161719, Both aireraft encountered
enemy small arms fire approaching the gone and while in the zone, however, no
hits were received, The aircraft then picked up 9 U.S, WIA and 2 U.S, KIA
from the zone and returned them to the ship.

Six aircraft launched from the LPH.2 at 185¢H and made night emergency
resupplies of ammo, rations and water to Glimmer Delta at YD 176733, Glimmer
Bravo at YD 161719 and other elements of 1/26 at coordinates YD 198694 and
coordinates YD 1737%. No enemy fire was encountered during the evening's

activities,

:

Two, condition three, med evac aireraft were dispatched to the U.S.5,
Vancouver on the night of the 16th to provide fast reaction time for med evacs

2
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while the U.5.5, Iwo Jima went out to sea for replenishment, At @545H,
17 September, they began the day's activities by launching from the LPD..2
to coordinates YD 17367¢ to pick-up 11 U,S, WIA and 1 U.S, KIA, The med
evaca were returned to the LPH.2 without incident.

Two additional aircraft launched from the LPH.2 to pick-up 21 U,S, WIA
and 1 U,S, KIA from Glimmer Alfa's position at coordinates YD 172648, Twe
trips were required to complete the evacuation to the LPH.2, and no enemy

fire was encountered,

Two aircraft, assigned as Battalion direct support for the morning,
launched from the LPH.2 to L2 Sparrow (YD 198694). From Sparrow they were
sent to Bravo Company (YD 152717) with an ammo resupply. TIhey then returned
to 12 Sparrow to pick-up 2 U.S, sick and evacuated them to the ship,

Four aircraft launched at @#65¢H to LZ Sparrow and lifted personnel and
equipment of the 81MM mortar platoon to Objective 5 at coordinates YD 152718,
Two trips were required to complete the 1ift, and the aircraft then began
resupply missions of water, rations and externals from lZ Sparrow to LZ tagle
and to Wlimmer Alfa at coordinates YD 175656, Resupplies were then lifted
from the LPH.2 to Glimmer Alfa, and there were no incidents.

" Two aircraft departed the LPH.2 to L2 Sparrow and picked up a 12 man
- recon team for an insertion at L& Dove (YD 28¢750). No enemy fire was en-

countered during the flight,

. Five aircraft departed the LPH.2 at #92¢H to transport a 64 man reaction
force from LZ Sparrow to ID 163679, The 1lift was completed in two trips

without incident.

Seven squadron aircraft flew resupply missions in support of 1/26 through-
out the morning from the LPH.2 and the LPD-2 to L& Sparrow and L& Eagle. No

{:;enemy fire was encountered.

Two squadron aircraft returning from an admin run to Da Nang were diverted
to Delta Company at coordinates YD 154733 to pick-up five med evacs, The air-
craft encountered intense enemy automatic weapons fire approaching the gone.
The enemy fire damaged the number two aircraf't's engine oil pump foreing it.
to make an emergency landing in the zone. Delta Company immediately provided
security for the downed aircraft and arrangements were made with the LPH-2 to
.fly in necessary parts and a maintenance crew to repair the aircraft, The
maintenance crew was flown into the zone and temporary repairs were made by
the crew while the zone was under sporadic, enemy, small arms fire, Lnemy
mortars began bracketing the zone as the crew completed the temporary repairs.
The bird then lifted from the zone without further damage and landed at L2
Eagle where it remained for the night.

o Seven squadron aircraft continued resupply missions in conjunction with
( ‘other missions throughout the afternoon in support of 1lst Bn., 26th Marines.

Two of the aircraft went to LZ Sparrow where they picked up 2 med evacs

% )
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and 5 VC prisoners. The med evacs were returned to the LPH.2 and the pris-
oners were then transported to Lai An,

Two resupply aircraft were launched from LZ Sparrow later in the afternoon
to Glimmer Delta at coordinates YD 153734 on an emergency resupply mission.
Both aireraft encountered enemy fire approaching the zone and the lead air.
craft sustained two hits resulting in minor damage. There were ne injuries to
crews and suppressing fire was not used.

Three aircraft launched from the LPH.2 to YD 285763, extracted a 17 man
recon team and transported them to LZ Sparrow without incident. The air-
craft then returned to the ship where they refueled and were joined by two
additional aireraft for an ammo resupply mission into coordinates YD 151733,
A1l of the aircraft encountered enemy small arms fire entering the zone, but
there were ne hits or injuries and suppressing fire was not used. The same
five aircraft then launched from LZ Sparrow to coordinates YD 171683 and made
an emergency retraction of 72 troops. The troops were retracted back to 12
Sparrow in two trips without incident.

Three of the above aircraft then launched to Dong Ha and lifted the SLF
Party to LZ Sparrow. They then returned to the ship with 1 U.S, WIA from L&

f""—‘\;\ bparrow., G

"""" Two aircraft launched at 2¢45H to Da Nang with one U5, WIA in critical
condition. The aireraft returned to the LPH.2 at 2245H without incident.

18 September: HMM.363 reported as directed for Oplon to the First MAW at
122¢H on this date, thus terminating Operation Deckhouse IV and entering
Operation Prairie,

- Four aireraft proceeded to the U.5.5. Vancouver at $648H to 1ift an AmTrac v
{ 'platoon to LZ Eagle, Lnroute to the LPD.2, two of the aireraft were diverted N
" 1o Glimmer Bravo at coordinates YD 152717, where they picked up 11 U.,S; WIA
and returned them to the LPH.2, The remaining two aircraft completed the
troop 1ift in two trips. They then joined two additional resupply aircrafi
and transported water, rations, fresh fruit to L& Sparrow. No enemy fire

was encountered,

Two aircraft launched from the LPH.2 to Glimmer Delta's position at coordie
nates YD 152733, Seven U,S, WIA were picked up and evacuated to the LPH.2
without incident,

Two additional aircraft transported 8 U.,S5. KIA from the U.5.5, Iwo Jima
to the city of Hue at 1158H,

Two aircraft on resupply missions in support of 1/26 were diverted to
Glimmer Delta at coordinates YD 152733 where they picked up 6 U.S, WIA and Bt
7~ evacuated them to th. IPH.2, No enemy fire was encountered, =

L.
Two additional airecraft on resupply missions in support of 1/26 encountered A;ﬁy
enemy small arms fire departing the zone at coordinates YD 132668. No hits e
were received and suppressing fire was not used. i{
4 - m“g?
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Squadron aircraft flew resupply missions consisting of ammo, water and

rations throughout the afternoon and imto the evening in suppord of 1/26.
No additional enemy fire incidents were reported,

Two aircraft launched at 221#H on an emergency blood transfer, Blood
. "~nated from personnel of the U.5.8, St. Paul was picked up and transported
o the U,5,5, Repose. Medical supplies needed aboard the LPH-2 were then
picked up and returned to the ship.

19 Seplember:

Twolve aircraft launched from the LPH.2 at @63¢H for Dong Ha where they
wcre on standby for the remainder of the day as direet support for Operation

Prairie,

Most missions flown during the day were resupply missions in support of
1/26, 1/% and 2/7.

Four aircraft retracted 58 iroops from LZ Sparrow to Jong Ha in two trips.
H» enemy fire was encountered.

_ Two resupply aircraft were diverted to coordinates YU 962598 where they
" cked up 2 U.S. WIA and returned them to Delta Med, Two additional resupply
Fireraft worked steadily throughout the morning and early afternocon trans-
porting resupplies to the 2/7 CP at YD 9626¢5 and to the 1/4 CP at YD 975567

Ho enemy fire was encountered,

Seven aircraft proceeded from Dong Ha to Glimmer Alfa‘s position at 1335H
and trangported troops and externals to a new position at coordinates YO 142688,
The 1ift was completed by 172¢H without incident.

. Two aireraft on resupply missions were diverted to the 1st Bn., 4th Marines
we at YD 142688 where 1 U.S, WIA was picked up and evacuated to Jong Ha without

incident.

Two night med evac standby aireraft on standby at Uong Ha were launched at
16301 to coordinates YD 136789 to pick-up ohe critical U5, WIA, One Jeadlock
punship accompanied the launch and upon arrival at the pick-up coordinates
they found the friendly unit engaged in a heavy fire fight with the enemy-

The aircraft then orbited the zone until it was secured by ground forces,

pickad up the WIA, and evacuated him to Delta Med. The same two aircraft then
nroczeded to coordinates YD 14$728 where they picked up 12 U.S, WIA and returned
tlhem to Delta Med.' '

Two additional standby aircraft were launchad, along with a Deadlock escort,
at 20258 from Dong Ha to coordinates XD 978564 to pick-up 6 U.S. WIA, This
zone was also under heavy enemy fire and the aircraft again set up an orbit.
2 ground forces reported one of the WIA to be in very critical condition.

"_«& lead aircraft then proceeded into the zone to pick-up the med evac and
scoived no hits in the process. The aircraft then proceeded for Delta Med

5
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while the number two aircraft continued orbiting with the Deadlock gunship,
When fuel became more of a problem to the aircraft than enemy fire, the air.
craft landed and picked up the remainine med evacs without incident, The

med evacs were then returned to Delta Med.

29 Sevtember:

Most flights on this date were med evac and resupply wissions in support
of 1/4%, 2/? and 1/26.

Two aircraft launched from the LPH.2 at #1554 and transferred one med
evac from the ship to the U.5.8. Repose,

Two aircraft on standby at Dong Ha were launched at §63@H to drop four
passengers at coordinates XD 975565 and then to proceed to £ 96§i598 and
pick-up 6 U,S, KIA and 3 U5, WIA, Tuo Deadlock gunships preceded the air-
craft to the zone and reported a possible .5¢ caliber position just north
of the zone. The lead aircraft approached the zone and encountered heavy
enemy automatic weapons and small arms fire from all sides. The gunships
made gun runs to the north and south of the zone, but the enemy fire con-
tinued while the aircraft landed to pick-up 4 U.S, KIA, The aircraft then
lifted and began to immediately use suppressing fire, and no hits were re.
ceived. The number two aircraft then approached the zone while the gune
ships continued their gun runs near the zone. While sitiing in the zone
to pick-up the remaining med evacs the aircraft sustained three (3) hits.
There were no injuries to the erew or passengers, but later examination
showed one of the aircraft’s servos had heen damaged by one of the enemy
rounds. The two aircraft evacuated the med evacs to Yelta Med and then
returned to the ship without further incident.

Two aircraft were launched to XD 96$598 to pick-up & U.S, Wia, The
med evacs were picked up without incident and returned to Delta Med. Twe

~ additional aircraft departed Dong Ha at this time to Glimmer Bravo'’s

ensition at coordinates YD 152718 where they picked up 2 U.5, WIA and &
1.5, KIA and evacuated them to the Delta Hed, No enemy fire was encountered.

‘Two aireraft departed Dong Ha at 6R12H with a 5 man recon team. The
team was inserted at coordinates XD 9425318 without incident and the air.
craft returned to Dong Ha. At 123¢H, the same two aireraft departed Jong
Ha for an emergency retraction of the same recon team. The aircraft en-
countered enemy small arms and .58 caliber fire in the vieinity of the
zone, The lead aircraft sustained one hit resulting in minor damage, and
there were no injuries.

Two aircraft with one ﬁeadlock esecort, inserted another 5 man recon
team durine the afterncon in the vicinity of coordinates YU ¢éu7, Fo
enemy. fire was encountered.

Twelve squadron aircraft flew in direct support of operation Prairie
all through the afternoon, resupplying each -of the battalions and returning
their med evacs to Delta Med. No further enemy fire was reporied.
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21 Septenber :

The majority of missions flown this date veie med evacs in support of 1/26,
1/, 2/7 and 2/, Other missions flown by squadron aircraft included aerial
recon, resupply, SAR and ogistic troop shutties.

Two aireraft departed Dong Ha at 463@0H and provided SAR for Deadlock air-~
craft while they inserted recon teams at coordinates YD 140723 and YO 924497
No enemy fire was encountered.

The remsinder of the morning found squadron aireratt picking up med evacs
at Glimmer Charlie's position and from Permission Lf4's positions at coordi.
nates XD 9665@¢, XD 985573 and XD 922498, Other squadron aircraft trans..
ported med evacs from Delta med to the LPH.2 apd from the LPH.2 to the U,S$.S,
RGPOBQ ©

Two aireraft departed the LSA at 130¢H and procecded to YO 275504 where
1 U, S, KIA was picked up and returned to Uelta Med. The same aircraft then
began resupply missions to XD 975567 in suoport of 1/4. After making two
trips to the zone with carro and passengers, the aireraft lifted med evacs
from XD 987562 to Deita Med for the remainder of the afternoon.

Four squadron aircraft flew resupply missions to the County Fair CP
(XD 987562), Glimmer CP (YD 144681), and Glimmer "B (YO 145782) throughout
the afternoon. 3Six U,S, WIA were returned from the various zones to Yélta
Med in the course of the flirhts. No enemy fire was encountered,

. Two aireraft launched at 15558 from Vong Ha and evacuated 2 U.S, ned
evacs from YD 136717 to Delta Med. They then flew to YD 061548 to pick-up
observers for an aerial recon of the area in the vicinity of coordinates
YD @25595, No enemy fire was reported.

The remainder of the afternoon and evening was devoted primarily to
med evac missions. U.S5, med evacs were evacuated from Delta Med to the
LPH.2, the U.5.5. Repose and to Hue. Others were evacuated from Glimmer
Charlie (YD 136717) and from Glimmer Uelta (YD 14¢722) and returned to the

LPHo2mmow Five s orourd s

 Two night med evac aircraft on standby at Yong Ha launched at 233pH to
YD 986559 where they picked up 3 U.5, WIA and evacuated them to Yelta Med.

No enemy fire was encountered.

~}
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22 September:

Other missions flown were aerial recon, combat troop lifts, resupply, and
logistic troop shuttles hetween the various compsny and battalion positions.

Four aireraft began the day's missions when they departed Dong Ha for
coordinates YD 986559 and YD 13¢723. Five U.S. WIA and 1 U.5, KJA vere
evacuated from these coordinates recpectively, and transported to Pelta Med.
Two of the aircraft then launched to YD 152717, picked up % U.S, WIA_ and
evacuated them to Delta Med, No enemy fire was encountered-

Two aireraft departed Dong Ha at $65¢H to the Glimmer CP at coordinates
YD 142689, CGlimmer Six was then carried on an aerial recon of the area imme..
diately west of the sone. The aircraft dropped Glimmer Six at his CP upon
completion of the recon and returned to Yong Ha without incident.

Two additional aireraft then launched from Dong Ha to the Glimmer CP
and lifted 46 passengers from 1/26 to Uong Ha, Three trips were required
to complete the 1ift and no enemy fire was encountered.

The remainder of the morning found squadron aircraft flying routine med
évac missions from Delta Med to the LPH.2, Elements of 1/26 at coordinates
YD 13¢722 and YD 155442, "A" Battery, and elements of 1/13 at coordinates
YD 168682 were resupplied durine the morning.

Squadron aircraft began resupply missions at 14#¢H for all units opera=
ting on Operation Prairie. During the course of missions flown, 1 U,5, WIA
was evacuated from YD 953567 to Delta Med. No enemy fire incidents were
reported,

Three aircraft with Deadlock escort inserted 2 16 man recon tesi: into
coordinates YD #23655 without incident.

Two aircraft departed Dong Ha at 174¢H for tne Giimmer CP at coordinates
YD 132675, Glimmer Six was then transported to the Bravo Company position
at YD 116717. Olimmer Six ws then returned to his CP and the aireraft re.
turned to the LPH.2,

23 Septeumber:
Most missions flown on this date were resupply missions in support of

1/26, 1/4, 2/7 and 3fk. Fourteen squadron aireraft flew the resupply missions
and during the course of the morning evacuated 5 U.S. WIA to Delts Med,
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Two aircraft departed Uong Ha at (6485 Lo wake #n serial recon of the
"M" and "L" Company positions of 3f at coordinates YO 506275 ani Y0 $55625,

respectively, After the zerial reecon, the lead aircraft landed at YD $55625
and returned 1 U.S, WIA {o Delta Med without incident.

Four aircraft proceeded from Deng Ha to YD 138444 at ¢755H and inserted
a 12 man recon team of the 1st Recon Co. of 1/4k. Yo enemy fire was encoun-
tered.

Two aireraft took a 17 man civil affairs %ean from the IPH.2 to YD 226719
without incident. Two additional aircraft deparied Dong Ha at 10¢sH and
made an aerial recon of coordinates XD 976%, #fier returning to Dong Ha, they
launched again to YD $566¢8 where they picked up 5 passengers and 2 captured
avtomatic weapons and returned to Pong Ha,

One aircraft departed the LPH.2 at 1235l for the U.S.S. Repose to pick-up
an emergency blood supply for the LPH.2, After returning to the ship the
aireraft launched apain with Hearsay Six and staff to the Gliwmmer CF, The
aircraft then returned to the LPH.2 without incident.

Two aireraft on standby at Jong Ha depsrted at 1318H for Courdy Fair

Foxtrot's position at YD 985597 to pick-up an eucrgency med evac., Yue to

he many obstacles in and about the zone, the lecd aircraft was forced to
wave.-off the first approach and come in {rem 2 different direction. On the
second approach, the aireraft encountered cnemy asutomatic weapons and small
arms fire, but continued to the zone vwhere it had 1o remain in a hover be.
cause of the zone's terrain. During the avpreach, the corpsman =aboard the
aireraft was slightly wounded from fragrmenis flying through the zircraft as
a result of the enemy action. The aircraft remained in a hover under fire
while the med evac was lifted abozard with the assistance of the uounded
corpsman. All during this time the aircrati’s crew chief and gumer were

3ing suppressing fire to compensate the en:my {ire., &1so, while in the zone
explosions from either mortars or prenades occurred sending frapgrents into
the aircraft. The aireraft lifted successiully cut of the zone uador fire
and returned the med evac to Deltaz Had. Luiter inspecticns showed the aire
craft had eisht bullet holes and numerous puncturas in the skin cavscd by
the explosions. The corpsman was the only :rew wamber wounded in ihe action.

Squadron aircraft continued resupply minsions for 211 units participating
in Operation Prairie throughout the alternoon withoub amy further incidents.

Two aircraft flying resupply missions picked up 5 U.S. WIA a% Z0 953567
and returned them to Deltz Med. Two additional aireraft flying resupply
missions picked up 6 U.S. WIA from coordinzies £J 953566 and XU 956554 and
evacuated them to Dclta Med,

Liaison and resupply missions continued on into the evening in support
C Supply g
¢ Operation Prairie,
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A1l squadron aircraft were aboard the LPH=2 b& 193¢H and six of them

were placed on a condition III standby to 1ift a reaction force from the
ship if it was needed ashore during the night.

24 Septegber:

HMM.363 chopped OpCon from CG, First MAW to CTG 79,5 at 12¢¢H thia date,

Twelve squadron aircraft were utilized for the direct support of all units
participating in Operation Prairie.

Two aireraft flying resupply missions to the lst Bn., 4th Marines at
coordinates XD 975567 encountered enemy mortar fire while sitting in the zons e
on one occasion. There were no injuries to the crew and the aircraft returned s
to Dong Ha without further incident. later in the morning two aireraft evacu- B
ated 5 U,5, WIA from coordinates XD 975567 and 3 WIA from coordinates XD 975567 :
and 3 WIA from coordinates XD 953567 and carried them to Delta Med, W

Four aireraft with one Deadlock escort retracted Glimmer B and Glimmer U
back to the LPH.2, Six trips were required to complete the lift which went

without incident. S

/" Four aircraft proceeded from Pong Ha to YD 2144 and retracted a 15 man
~-recon team back to Dong Ha. Deadlock aircraft provided escort for the lift
and there were no incidents. Three of the aircraft launched again at 134sH
and retracted a 10 man recon team from coordinates YO $61655. Two of the
recon team personnel were WIA prior to the aircraft's arrival at the zone,

and while sitting in the zone enemy automatic weapons fire opened up on the
aircraft. No hits were received and the aircraft returned the team to Yong Ha.

Two aircraft proceeded to YD 167682 from Dong Ha at 1447H to retract troops e
“\nd eargo of "A" Battery to Dong Ha. Eight trips were required to complete B

“.the 1ift which went without incident.

Two aireraft made six trips between LZ Bluebird and the U.3.5. Vancouver
carrying troops and cargo back to the ship.

Three aircraft waere diverted from resupply missions to coordinates XD 953572
at 170¢H for emergency med evacs. The aircraft arrived at the zone to find it
under attack from enemy fire. Fixed wing air support was called in to suppress
the enemy fire and although still encountering enemy mortar and automatic
weapons fire in the zone, the aireraft returned 25 U.S. WIA to Delta Med in two

trips. No hits were received,

Two additional aircraft were diverted from resupply missions to XD 958572
to pick-up more emergency med evacs. The zone was under enemy mortar attack,
but the aireraft managed to pick-up 2 U.5, WIA and 1 U.5, KIA and evacuate them

%o Delta Med without receiving any hits.
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Two aireraft removing med evacs from XD 959568 encountered enemy fire in
the vicinity of XD 964584, but no hits were received.

Six aircraft remained on condition III standby throughout the night aboard
the LPH.2 to provide 1ift capabilities for a reaction force aboard ship in the
event it was needed ashore.

25 September:

Twelve squadron aircraft began departing the LPH.2 to LZ Bluebird (Glimmer
CP) to retract remaining troops and cargo back to the LPH.2 and the LPD-2,
One aircraft experienced a rough running engine during the 1ift and had to
shut down in the 12, A test pllot and maintenance crew were flown ashore
to determine whether or not it could be flown back to the ship. On the subse-
quent test flight the engine quit completely and the aircraft auto-rotated
into the LZ without sustaining any damage. The aircraft was then made ready
to be lifted to the LPH.2 by a CH.46 and a CH.37?. Remaining troops in the
zone provided security for the aircraft and at 14#gH, the retraction resumed
when the downed aireraft was 1ifted out to the LPH.2, No enemy fire was en-
countered, and the 1ift was completed without further ineident.
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*_“TOTAL:

COMBINED
TOTAL:
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¢ STATISTICAL SUMMARY - '
QPERATION DECKHOUSE IV
SORTIES PAX  CARGO TONS MED EVACS  FLT HOIRS
5% 1292~ 6.9 19 151.5
283 184 32,2 24 734
360 146 g ) 51 83.7
1197 1882 142.2 o 308.6
OPERATION PRAIRIE
299 279 3.1 62 85.5
43 548 59.6 53 1¢9.8
239 254 15.8 50 7901
242 s 17.2 87 7.4
276 312 22.2 53 864 |
P4 375 3.2 75 98,5
362 554 37.9 194 112.9
2% 625 22.9 26 B3 b
2459 3207 235.9 548 7389 :
3656 5129 338.1 504 1¢638.6
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1. RESULTS OF OPINAT1UN DiiCKHOUSE 1V .

as The following is an assessment of NVA/VC casualties inflicted by
BLT 1/26:

NVA/VC 56 KIA
64 KIA (POSS)
5 WIA
62 WIA (POSS)

b. The tfollowing is a compilation oif enemy equipment captured or
destroyed:

7.62 Carbine sks Chicom type 56 7
7.62 Sub=iG AK=47 Chicom type 56 5
7.62 Light MG RPD Chicom type 56 1l
AT Launchers L
82 MM MHortors 3
U. 5. Frag Grenade 13
Stick Type Grenade 85
Booby Trap Kit 1
Booby Traps 9
A.P. Mine 6
Magazines 20
S/A Ammo 400
LO M AT Ammo 12
Homemade Gas lMask 1l
Packboards and Pounches 30
Assorted Clothing L0 1lbs,

2. RESULTS OF OPSRATION PRATRIs

- The following is an assessment of NVA/VC casualties inflicted by
ELT 1726:
NVA/VC 186 K1A
249 KIA (POSS)
9 WIA

b. The following is a compilation oif enemy equipment and material
capturea or destroyed:

7.62 Sub=MG AK=47 Chicon type 56 17

7.62 Carbine sks Chacom type 56 12

7,62 Light MG RPD Chicom type 56 1

AT Launchers 5
Stick Type Grenades 68
Magazines 11

S/A Ammo 4,500 rounds
4O MM AT Ammo 10
Homemade Gas:Mask- 1
Metii¢ 4 *Buppties (Assorted) 10 1bs
Documents--. .. .. 156 1bs
Penicilin Cw 2 cases
Sodium Clor e 2 cases

1.
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P o = |
Distilled Water DL D Lk casencti L
Huts : A e S 7_" e

A tumnel system was discovered in village coordinated YO 121733,
Twmnels were 12 feet wide and some L5 feet long. Appeared tunnels
were used as Medical Aid Station due to suppl:.es found, Tunnel
system was destroyed,
Ce Follow:mg is a compilatlon of captured personnel :
S ; 3-VCC _ . . ,

12-VC suspects
1-NVA

e e g o
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