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4. Intelli tr
""".".-----.... ...., 

!OO(fllO !M ~((\"nr?~rr!:!' 
a. TerrC\i.' ~~~mnpthb;.~~~':opjective area is characterized by . 

jungle, s\,famPe; I'lnd LI ash ·--c'ov€!rtfd 'plains • Eleva t ion varied from 100 to 
200 meters until the mountainous area of the i'LW TAO Hountain is reached 
in the northwest and NUE BE Hountain in the northeast. Several streams 
are interspersed throughout the area and are usually overflowing 
during the month of August. Lowland areas are flooded and make traffica­
bility poor for ground troops. Vegetation consists of one and two canopy 
jungle \'lith thick secondary brush and aiong the coast there is heavy 
brush and s\'/a'llp grass. A dirt rOE,d parallels the beach approximately 
1,000 meters inland. The trail network in the area was heavily used but 
could not be seen from the air. Trafficability throughout the AOA is 
fair to poor. 

b. fulli£ll-i;tud,\" Jiluc Boa,eh (YS $]1699) is ~ 6traight beach ex­
tending in a northi';est - ::;outhec "t dirccU on Gnd is all,) Jlteters long. 
The beach averages g5 meters j.n ~!idi:,h and the off'shore and nearshore 
approaches are unrestricted. Composj ticn of the beA.ch is soft sand 
\'Ihich is firm in wetted areas. The beach gradient of the foreshor,,! if] 
1:37. The beach is backed by high massive dunes, 2') to 35 feet, dropping 
almost vertically to an extensive SH2.mpy ~ '10 marshy area. The s\,lamp 
and marsh extends inland 500 to 600 ;aeters tc 10vr cultivated rice paddies 
which is further backed by dense vegetation that extends well inland. 
Troops could move by foot across the beach to a foot trail located at the 
left flank. This trail leads through the swamp and marsh areas to the 
rice paddies eventually connecting Nith the loose surface0 "''''''0. Num­
erous foot tracks lead further inland. There \'Tere no track or lr/heeled 
vehicle exits off the beach. 

c. Pre.-D-D;;.y_ Intelligence. htelligence indicated that the c'Lllphib­
ious objective 'area had been under absolute control of the ve for Lt 
least one year. No RVN or U. S. military operations had been conducted in 
this area for the past year and a half. The 5th VC Division Headquarters, 
located in the HAY TAO Secret Zone, has two subordinate Hain Force 
Regiments, the 274th and 275th, each with three battalions, The base area 
in the :.1AY Tl\O Secret Zone, being a major supply and training installation, 
a1101'15 r.fain Force units to operate freely in BDrH TUY, PHUOe TUX, and 
LONG KHAN!! Provinces. Infiltrc.tion routes have been reported alone the 
eust from vicinit,Y of coordinates YS gl4688 to 827699 •. These routes run 
in a northerly direction, following numerous traHs, to the HAY Tt.C Secret 
Zone. The base area (YS 820920) is believed to have sufficient food 
stored to feed 10,000 troops for one year. All persons in the area Here 
considered ve or ves. 
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d. Order of Battle. 

ID:!ll wc AT IONS 

5th VC Div CP YS 780815 

274th Regt YS S10790 

1st Bn IS 700755 

2nd. Bn YS S15735 

3rd En UnknQ\o/Il 

275th Regt YT 770091 

1st En Unknmm 

2nd En Unkno\m 

DATE WEAPONS 

. 6~ug66 ~ 
6Aug66 l2-60mm ~1ortars 

.8-Slmm Mortars 

6Aug66 12-LHG 
5-57rnm RU' 

6Aug66 3-75mm R~ 
3-12.7nnn HG 

Assorted small arms & 
automatic weapons 

hAtH!66 6-Slnun i'Iortars , 
16-6Omni Hortars 

10-57mmRR 
.l2-l2.7mrn·I1G 

18-50 Cal NG 
8-30 Cal HO 

3rd En UnknOMl Assorted small arms 
& automatic weapons 

.. . . 

e. Enemy Contact. No substantial. contact was made with_elements 
listed above during the operations. There was no positive identification 
of any ene~ unjte. Resistance ashore. consisted of sporadic sniper fire. 

5. 21ission. As directed by COMSEVENTHFLT meg l40424Z (Initiating Dir­
ective), the mission of· the Landing Force \-/as to conduct search and destroy 
amphibious operations against VC/NVA forces in the amphibious objective 
area in Tinh Binh Thuy Province and/orother.operations as agreed with CG, 
II FFORCEV in conjunction \-rith Operation TOLl:'-:DO. In conjunction with CG, 
II FFORCEV the mission was further refined to include the.establishment 'of 

" .. blocking positions to support the 173rd Airborne Brigade • ., 

6. Concept of Operation. The operation was planned as a seven to ten 
day search and destroy operation. The concept provided for.-waterborne and 
heliborne amphibious assault to rapidly seize assigned Landing Force Ob­
jectives and establish blocking positions in suppo.rt.of the.17Jrd .Air­
borne Brigade. Execution was to be characterized by. inherent shock . 
capability, aggressive mobility of manuever elements,. and utilization of 
maximum supporting fires. Upon conclusion of the operation, the Landing 
Force was to conduct a tactical withdrawal. 
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7. Execution. Operation DZCKHOUSE THREE Vias executed in accordance "lith CTG 79.5 OpOrd 328-66 supplemented with a Frag Order published for the Binh Thuy area. By D plus 1 the Landing Force had established blocking positions in the northern portion of the AOA. (See enclosures (1) and (2) After Action Reports of BLT 1/26 and HHtvf 363 for details of this execution.) 
8. Results. See enclosure (1) 

(1) Plan~jng f01' DECKHOUSE rIHnE~ was jnitiated upon 1'0ceipt of Cmn;Si'JACV msg 0912022 Aug66. During the per:i.od 11-15 August C'rG 79.5/ 76.5 and staff representatives establishe(j liaison with CG, II FFOR.CEV, Long Binh, RVN. Additional liaison visits \'lere rfade to Headquarters, 10th ARVN Division, 173rd Airborne Brigade and U. S. Advisors at the Ham Tan Sector Hecidquarters. Aerial reconnaissance of the AOA vIaS conducted during this period, this included selection of the landing beach, HLZ's, and Landing Force Objectives. 

(2) On D-Day minus one HHH 363 and BLT 1/26 conducted an aerial reconnaissance of the AOA. 

(3) During the planning phase, and until early on D-DBY the source of CAS for the operation had not been confirmed. Accordingly, plans WerE prepared ,0 accomodate CAS from either in-country or SEVE['JTHFLT sources. The delay in confirming' source of CAS eventually resulted in delaying Hand L Hour by one hour. . . 
b. .J.n.1:&lliRcnce. Prior to DECKrIOUSE THREJi.: arrangements \'/ere r:nde for maps, c.crial photography, ITT,' Red Haze, SPAn, and distribution of II FFORCEV and l73rd AIm BDE dd ily ISUHs. 

(1) As previous intelligence had indicated, the 5th VC Division and subordinate units had moved to the west. This was evident by the lack of enemy activity in the AOA. The only significant contact occurred on D plus 3 when the Div ReconPlt engaged an estimated 30 VC at YS 753725. After a short intense fire fight the VC broke contact. 

c. Comn~nd Relationships. Operation DZCKHOUSE THREB was a unilateral amphibious operation ~"lit.h comoand relationships in accordance with N1iP-22 (A) and JCS Pub 2, UNAAF. 

d. Supporting Arms. 

(1) Due to the deep inland objectives, NGF support was essential during the operation. A heavy cruiser provided the ATF adequate NGF 
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coverae;e in the ADA and in addition provided NQl<' support to the .l73rd 
Airborne Bril3ade operating north of the ADA. Additionall:: . 
one destroyer and a LSWl were assj,gned as NGF support ship:.... 

(2) The source of Close 'Air Support for DECKHOUSt: 'I'HRE.2; "las I 
not identified until H minus It on D-Day. At that time the 7th Air Force 
l'W,S ass5,gned responsibility for providing CAS., The effectiveness offtY, CAS 
"Tas suUT,factory' from the standpoint of ai'rcraft provided, control of 
air Hhcn on station, and accuracy of fire. Communications aspects "lOre. I 
less than satisfactor'{. 'rhe TAU net to home mse proved to be ,unreliable 
.:!.nd cornrnunicutions by any other circuit 'trith home bLlse was 81o". A sum~ 
mary of communications perforrnance On the LPH TAR Net indicates t.hat 
during 5D~: of the np't"iod of the operation there \'TaS no com:nunications 
between 7th AF and the ARG, 30% of the time period communications between I 
7th Ai' and ARG TACC "laS via relay and 20% of the time period ARG TACC 
and 7th AF were in direct communications on the TAR IlTet. An adeque.te 
opportunity for early planning/coordination \'lith the Air Force, exchane;e 
of liaison o.f>fi p.p.,,(,S. And the employment of airborne com.'llunications 

( relay woulC diminish ,rIC problem. ' 

C.-

e. Logistics. Prior to commencement of Operation D~CIDiOUSE THREE 
(Phase I) liaison "ms established \-/ith II FFDRCEV to coordinate possible 
SLF logistical support requirements. Logistic support during Phase I 
\-Tas provided solely from the assets of the SLF. All supplies 'tIere' de­
livered directly to units ashora by helo from ARG shipping. Logistic 
support of the BLT ashore .. laS adequate and responsive to re(juirements 
'tlith minimal expenditure of all classes of supply. ,Evacu.;l.tion of the 
one KlA from the LPH 'tlas accomplished through the 9Jrd ivacutttion 
Hospital located at Long Binh. 

f. Communications. 

(1) Comrmnications nets "rere activated at H-l on D-Day ,lith no. 
delay and were ffi9.intained throughout DECKHDUSE THHEL!: vdth a minimum 
downtime. Communications between the ARG; CG, II FFOaCBV; and th~ 17Jrd 
ABL'l BDE, via the secure on-line circuit vTas intermittent and an un­
reliable means of providing a rapid exchange of inf~r~tion. 

(2) The radio sets k~/PRC-25 and remote sets AN/GRC-39A were I 
invaluable. This equipment \'I'as employed on spot nets aboard the NGF 
support ships, in thE' Supporting Arms Coordination Center, and as back up 
for the VHlt'/FH radio equipment employed by the SU' aboard ship. ' 

(3) Radio Relay Has established at H plus 12 on D-Day. This 
circuit consisted of an .. '..N/l'IRC-62 ashore and an AN/GRG-IO aboard ship ~ 
The radio relay remajncd opere_ti ve throughout the operation and facilitated 
rapid and reliable cO:1!1Hlnications between the SLF Headquarters and the BLT. 
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The numerous VHF/FM frequencies assigned the SLF often caused interference 
and sometimes cancelled out the radio relay circuit. This required 
frequent changes of assigned frequencies in order to maintain the 'radio 
relay circuit on a non interference basis. 

(4) Communications between the SLF Headquarters and the BLT 
ashore \-las maintained on Landing Force Tactical Net ;11 and 2 and BLT 
Tactical Net Ill. Landing Force Tactical Net tll (VHF /Ft,l) \1aS pro"'Y'~,m1ll0d 
to utilize shipboard receiver-transmitter 524/VRC or a receivel-trans­
mitter-68/GRC and an AN/PRC-25 ashore. The equipment aboard ship 
proved unsatisfactory as the RT-524/VRC was not operational and the R'l'-68/ 
GRC could not effectively receive or transmit due to the long operating 
distance between the ship and forces ashore. A back-up radio set 
AN/MRC-109 or AN/PRC-25 "las required to keep this net operational. The 
Landing Force Tactical Net #2 (HF/SSB) utilized a URC-32 aboard ship and 
a AN/PHC-47 ashore. Minor problems arose .. lith ship board equipment and 
back up radio equipment and the AN/l.fRC-83/87 or an Al'VPRC-47 \1aS employed 
untH shipboard equipment was operational. The BLT Tactica.l i'Jet III 
(VHF /FH) employed a receiver-transmitter 524/VRC with either an AN/I.ffiC 
109 or AN/PHC-25. This ne~ was monitored by the SLF HeCidquCi.rters. 

(5) One problem persists with every operation, and that is 
obtaining freouencies from those assigned to the SLF that are propagative 
durin!,: thrit month. This is further complicated by the fact that the 
ship is cepable of employing only a portion of these accepted frequencies 
due to the limitations imposec" by the transmitter coupler system aboard 
the present flug ship. In addition, the close proximity of the HF/AH/SSB 
Tr2nsmitters aboard ship creates much interference and may further reduce 
the effectiveness of ~sable frequencies. 

(6) Interference by other nets was encountered on all VHfo'/FH 
assigned frequencies for brief periods of time and in some instances 
during the entire operation. This will continue to be a problem due to 
the numerous subscribers and limited number of frequencies within the 
AN/PRC-25 range. 

(7) Had a more demanding requirement existed for HF/SSB nets' 
and radios ashore the BB 451/U power supply for the AN/PRC-47 radio sets 

~would have been critial. The twenty BB 45l/U power supply provided 
the SLF as a snedal allm1ance arrived less electrolyte required for 
act:ivation. 

g. 'I'actical Air Observation. During Operation Dli:CKHOUSE THREJ 
(Phase I) tactical air observation \-laS employed extensively in support 
of the Special Landing Force and its supporting arms. The SI2 air 
observer utilized the UH-lE aircraft provided by l·fAG 36. Because of 
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the wide separation of units and the double canopied jungle terrain, 
the TAO ~ot only prov)ded necessary control of support:ing arms but 'al~o 
assisted in providing orientation and d:i.rection to tactical uni t.s durinG 
the Bround manuevers. . . 

h. Psychological lvarfare Operation. The BJU' Detachment as::;isted 
the 17Jrd ABN BDE in providing loudspeaker operations jn the area north 
of the SlF AOA. One mission lIas flmm on. D plus 2 brc .dcastine sur-
render appeals to su~pectcd VC units. . 

. 1. Civic Action. 'rho entire AOA uas designated a .Specified Strike , 
Zone by cmruSJ.Ii\Cv. No villa.gos or populated areas l-Jertl located in the 
AOA thus precluding civic action programs during Di!;CICHCUSli: THllEl!: (Phase I). 

PART II DECKHOUSE THRE:J.: PHASE II/OPERATION TOLEDO 

Map Reference: Ai£ L701 1 :50,000 Sheets 61142, I, II, III, IV 

1. Phase II of OperaUon DECKHOUSE TIlIlli.tG commenced hO hours after com­
pletion of SLF \-:ithdrawal from the phase I AOA l'lith a combined surface­
borne tnd hcliborne assault .otpproximateJy?O kilometers south of the 
Phase I beach. Phase II was a unilateral amphibious operation in con­
tinued support of CG, II FF'Ol1CEV Operation 'l'CLEDO and resulted froln 
heClVY contact by the 1st Australian Task force (1st A'l'F) \'lith elements of 
the 5th VC Division in the vicinity of YS 479672. 

2. The operation cOH'nenced on 22 August, 1966, at 0800H ,'lith the landing 
of surfaceborne aSf'ault forces OJ'1 Green Beach (Y5 688589) and a helo .lifted 
assault force into 1.Z Dove' (YS 645645) at 08JOH. At. 1 ?()()H (\1'\ 24 August 
1966, the SLF lias CHOPPED to CG, II FFOHCl':V. At 2400H on 28 AU3ust 1966 
OPCON of the Special Landing Force reverted to CATF in order to execute the 
\-dthdrawal of the Special 1and.ing Force. Operation DECKHOU5E 'l'HRE1!: Phase 
II terminated at 291630H upon completion of the withdrawal. 

a. Messages which resulted in the initiation of' m:CKHOUSE THREE. 
Phase II and the subsequent passage of OrCON to CG, II FFORCEV for part­
icipation in Operation TOLEDO are as follows: 

(1) COHUSHACV 2013l7Z - Request ARG/SLF cont~ue Operation DECK­
HOUSE 'IHREE Phase II approximately 20KM Southl,est of Phase I landing area. 

(2) CINCPACFLT 20l738Z - Approved COMUSt{~CV request making ARG/ 
SIP available during period 22-25Aug66. 

(3) CG, II FFORC1V 210902Z - Frag Order to Op 27-66 (Op TOLEDO).' 
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(4) COHS.c:Vl£.'JTHFL'l' 21091,82 - Injtiating directive for DECKHOUSE 
THREE Phase II. 

(5) CONSEViNTHFL'l' 2)1626z - Extended ARG/SLF until 27 August 1966. 

(6) COHUSHI\CV 240023Z -Requeste4 that SLF be CHOPPED OPCON to 
CG, II FFORCEV effective 241200H. 

(7) CTG 79.5 240122Z - Reported Landing Force firmly established 
ashore and recommended termination of the amphibious operation. 

(8) CTG 79.5 240342Z - Terminated amphibious portion of DECK­
HOUSE THREE Phase II and directed SLF CHOP to CG, II FFORCEV effective 
24l200H. 

(9) COl-1SEVENTHFLT 240630Z - Confirmed eTG 76.5 termination 
message and provided guidance for reconstitution of the S1F. 

(10) eTG 76.5 28l508Z - Assumed OPCON of SLF effective 282400H 
and reconstituted AOA for l,orithdravlal. 

3. Task Organization. The task organization of the SLF remained un­
changed from DECKHOUSE THHF~ Phase I. 

4. Intelligence. 

a. Terrajn. The area of operations is characterized by a brush and 
swamp covered plain. Numerous levees and dikes varying two to three feet 
in height are located throughout the lowland areaS. ~~ny streams and 
swamps 'back the beach area. Host streams have· steep banks and low natural 
levees. Two large rivers located in this area, the RACH SOiJG CAl <:Ind 
SONG BA DAP, flow seaward and converge at coordinates YS 585575. Lm·;l,md 
areas are mostly flooded June through December and n~ke trafficability 
p00r for groW1d troops. Vegetation is thick secondary brush with heavy. 
swamp grass. A dirt road parallels the beach approximately 6 miles in­
land. 

b. peach StudI.. Brm'ffi Beach (YS 664580) is a slightly concave beach 
1100 meters long all of \'/hich is usable. The right flank (east) terminates 
at a rocky point from \"rhich numerous rocks extend out into the surf. The 
left flank (west) of the beach terminates at a less defined sandy point. 
The average width of t.he beach is 85 meters and is )mposed of soft sand 
which is firm in vretted , .... rcas. The beach o;radient is 1 :30 to 1 :h5 from 
10\-1 water to high water increasing to 1 :10 to 1 :20 at high water. The 
nearshore approach is partically obstructed by pu.rtly dryin(!. shoals as fRr 
as 15 nautical miles from beach center. Bro~m Beach is backed by sparse 
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brush covered dunes that extend inland forapprox~~tely 600 meters 
followed by dense vegetation which extends well inland. Troops and 
vehicles (vrheeled and tracked) are able to exit the beech at the right 
flank by un unimproved dirt road leading inland from a village located 
in the same area. Green Beach (YS 685587) is located east of the rocky 
point marking the right flank of Brovm Beach and has the same general 
characteristics as Brown Beach. The seaward approaches to Green Beach 
were unrestricted; however, the beach is backed by massive dunes which 
drop off sharply on the inland side to dense vegetation. Exits over 
the dunes are limited to foot troops and vehicles had to travel laterally 
along the shore to the exit on the right flank of Brovm Beach. . . 

c. Pre-B-Day Intelligence. Intelligence indicates elements of the 
5th VC Division were operating in Phuoc Tuy Province. On 10 and 11 
August elements of the 274th VC Regiment attacked Phu ltr (YS 2574) and 
Hithdrevl eastward to vicinity ys 5388. . The 275th VC negt withdrew east 
and northeast foUoHing the 18th of August attack on the Australian 
'I'ask Force at YS 4967. It is believed that a good percentage of the 
5th VC Division is comprised of North Vietnamese Army personnel. The 
NVA 721st Anti-Aircraft Company has been infiltrating from the Cambodian 
border area for the past few months and are integrating with the 5th 
Division units. 

d. probable Enemy Locations. 

(1) On 20Aug66 SPAR reports placed the CP or elements of the 
274th Regt at coord YS 530880. 

(2) On 2lAug66 SPAR reports placed the CP or elements of the 
275th Regt at coord YS 530720. 

e. No substa.ntial contact \o!as made vith the enemy indicating the 
enemy's determination to evade contact and to exfiltrate the area of 
operat:i.ons. 

5. i:lis s ion , 'l'he assigned m:i ssion l'laS to conduct· a \olaterborne and heli- . 
borne amphibious assault to conduct search and destroy operations ~rithin' 
the AOA and estLblish blocking positions on the east bank of the SONG 
RAl river. 

6. Concept of Operation. The concept of operations provided for a 
\oIaterborne and heliborne assD.ult t, l'apidly seize J :lnding force objectives 
and establish blocking positions along the SONG RAT river from vicinity 
of YS 575680 to YS 6l5720~ Subsequently, to conduct extensive S&D . 
oper~tions within the AOA. Fire support was provided by artille~ from 
a position inland that provided all around support of the AOA •.. 
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Deep fires in the AOA "rere provided by navul gunfire ships assigned to 
CATl" and air support was furnished by the 7th Air Force. Helo sUP?ort 
was provided by HHH 363 operating from the UC;~ 1\-[0 Jima (LPH-2). ." 

7. Execution. See enclosure (1) through (} • 

8. Results. See enclosure (1). 

9. Commanders Analysi~. 

a. Planning. The planning period available for the execution of 
Phase II was extpemely limited. No major problems were encountered in 
developing the landing plan or re-establishing liaison ltlith II FFOnCEV • 
. CTC 79.5 OpPl;;n 328-67 provided basic guidance for subsequent Frag 
Orders and BLT OlJO 328-66 for DBCKHOUSE JII Phase I "laS modified by Frag 
Order as required. An eXChange of liaison personnel was arranged on 
D-minus 1 .. lith II FFORCEV. 

b. Jntelligenc~. Prior to the operation intelligence of the in­
tended AOA t'las up-dated by II FFORCEV and additional maps and aerial 
photo~raphy .. rere obtained ~ In support, Red Haze I and SPAR reports were 
requested from II FFOnCEV. 

(1) Liaison was established and maintained thrcughout the oper­
ation with the District Chief at Xuyen Mac. The intelligence information 
provided by him .. laS timely and accurate. 

" . 
c. Command Relationships. "Command relationshil')R during Phase II 

were in accordance ~rith ~n'IP 22(A)/LF'z.r-Ol untn 241200H AUf,65 uhen the 
SLF was CHOPPED to OPCON of the CG, II FFORCEV. At 28240DH Aug66 OPCON 
reverted to CATF (eTG 76.5). . 

d. Supporting Arms. 

(1) The supporting arms avai1able" to the amphibious task force 
remained essentially as it was for Phase 1, i.e., organic artille~ of 
the BLT; NGF consisting of one CA, one DD and one LS!1R; and CAS from 
7th AF. 

(2) Control of artillery and naval gunfire Was passed ashore 
when the Landing Force w; s firmly established ashore. During the period 
when SLF was under OPCON CG, II FFORCEV;the SACe afloat 'monitored the 
supporting arms net s and acted as a relay ~lhen required. 

(3) Control of CAS remained with CA'I'F until the SLF was "CHOPPED 
to II FFORCEV. As a result of a Hc"ison visit to Tan Son Hnut it was 
determined that communications \'I'ith the DASC located there would be more 
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effective than with the previously designat'ed' Paris ·'Cont;oi~.u~cd 'during 
Phase I. Communications "mre established between CTG' i6: 5T ACe and the 
DASC at Tan Son Nhut and l'ras satisfactory and positive. 

(4) During the period SLF' was under OPCON of CG, II FFOHC1'.;V and 
control of air "ras under COl-fUSHACV, the ATF TACC functioned <J:S a' comm­
unications relay beh/een SLF ashore and the DASC at Tan Son Nhut. 

, " 

e. 19K1sU9_f!. Prior to the cOm'nencement of Op(>T'~+; 01" DECKHOUS~'; 
III Phase J.I/'l'OL~;nO liaison was este,bUshed with Il FFORCIW to coor­
dlnate addjt:i ooe.1 logistic support if re~uircd. Arrangements were 
made to procLlI'u selected Hems of Class I hnd V from \Tung Tau Sub Area 
COJrunhnd resoul'C'~S. ficsupply to th,3 LPf) "IUS accomplished by LeU pro­
vided by Vung ~'au Sub Area COmTnam,. '1'he use of LFOm1 "'as held to a . 
minimum in order to retain mhximum contingency posture. All supplies 
were delivered directly to units ashore by helicopters from ARG shipping. 
Evacuatiori of :3 KIA's from the LPH was accomplished through thG 93rd 
Evacuation Hospital located at Long Binh. . , 

f. Com.rnunications. See Phase I paragraph 9.f. 

g. Psychological vlarfare 0Eeration. Psycholo!;ical 'rlCl.rfare oper-, 
ations were not employed dur:1ng Phase 11 of DEC'KHOUSE III due t9 lE:ck 
of a sizeable enemy force encountered. 

h. Civic Action. Two civic action visits "lere made during Oper- I 
ation DECKHOUSE III Phase 11 in coordination with the Chief of Xuyen 
Moe District. 

(1) A team composed of SLF Staff and medical/dental personnel 
from the USS nro JlMA and BLT' 1/26' visited the village of Xuyen Hoc 
(YS 6568) on 23 and 24 August 1966. Approximately 275 patients were 
treated for a variety of diseases and approximately 50 infected teeth 
extracted. Soap, clothing l and other medical supplies were distributed. 

(2) In addition to the civic action visits J one seriously 
~tounded friendly Civilian ("lOunded by VC) was helo lifted to the LPH for 
medical treatment. 

(3) ~fedical and dental supplies "tere furnished from SLF assets. 
All actions were well received. 

10. Comments on Enclosures (1) and (2). The follo1.ving comments are made 
to clarify or amplify certain statements, opinions, and recommendations 
contained in the After Action Report of BLT 1/26 and HMr1 363 • 

. ~ '~ 
. ,r 

v. 
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a. Fire Support Coordination Center. (Para 7b) encl (1). Heli-· 

J copters must obtain the current status of artillery/tmF fire missions 
prior to enterin::; the AOA. 'Ii-IO sources of information are available 
to the pilot. First, and !;lost current, ic fron tho 11L'I' A1.O located in 
the BLT F5CC. .:cecond is through HDC since all sllpportinra arms mission3 
(ai£., artil~ery Dnd ~~,) are passed. to HDC for tfqs express purposiF. ' 

1 ~ 

b. Helicopter o2eration. (para 7d) encl (1) and Para 2, encl (2) 
to encl (2). 

(1) Two direct support helicopters are normally assigned to 
the BLT for intra-battalion operations. The increase of two additional 
helicopters during the initial and final two daylight hours is not 
warranted since all available helicopters are engaged in resupply during 
these periods. 

(2) It should be noted that prior to assignment to the SLF, BLT 
1/26 did not have an opportunity to conduct the requisite helicopter 
trctining. The experience gained on DECK HOUSE THREE should eliminate 
the discrepancies mentioned in enclosure (2). 

c. Communicatlons. 

(1) Do not concur ''lith the proposal thpt +h~ ~T.rr he A.Ilp'mented 
with additional radio personnel to r.laintain U: ship-to-shore tac-log. 
There are adequate person'1el \·dthjn the BL'j' to l'ult':i 11 thj s reoUJ reillCUv. 

(2) Both LF'Tac #1 and Tac #2 must be activated at all times in 
order to utili ze the advantages inherent in both A·i and FH tl'uilsrnisslons. 
The rnanuevering of the J.J>lf dur.t~hf f" ~'h'!', N"'Y'·'t; " .... " I"n<"1>:05 dtstaY'lces, .... ,. 
antenna attitudp, and ship range making it impossible to rely on one means 
of modulation and Hattage output. 

(3) During past operations there has been no requirement to 
employ the radio relay set AN/TRC-27. If the radio relay AN/TRC-27 1.S 
to be employed in the future, one man can satisfactorily operate and 

'maintain the AN/GRC-lO aboard shi~. 

(4) Two radio sets RT 524's are available for use by the Special 
Landing l"orce. One RT 524 was employed on the Battalion Tactical Hot and 
one RT 524 was not operational. It is planned to use one of the tHO 
radio sets RT 52l\.' s on the IF Tac In "/hen both are operational. 

(5) The radio relay S0t AN/HRC-62 is required ashore on each 
operatic;,} as the mo,,+, rapid and reliable means of cornnunication-. l;hen 
the'situation arises where it is not feasible for the TILT to lay lines 
to the radio relay van the artillery b2.ttery normally can accomplish 
this. 

(6) Due to limited numbers 6f frequencies available it was not 
possible t.o assign each unit a frequency that \-lOuld net "dth the P. i ,. 
craf~ radio .' ~uj 'JJa(;nt. ~ 

~ H.D.1jO~ 
12 

DECLASSIFIED 

'+, ~, 

) 

) 

J 



'. 

c. 
r 
I 
f 

c' , 
( 

• } 
J 

I 
I 

I 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECR~~T-NO:F'ORJ~ • e- HEADQUARTERS e 

From: 
TOl 

SUbj: 

Encl: 

Battalion Landing Team 1-26 . . _ 
c/o FPO, San Francisco, California 96602SER: lJ0 319 ~)jS-

. '/PDR/dac 
. . . ,121 

2 September 1966 

Commanding' Officer 
Comnmnding Officer, Special Landing Force (CTG 79.5) 

Combat After Action Report for Operation DECKHOuSE III, PHASE I 
and PI-U~SE II/Opera tiori TOL'IDO .. 

(a) 
(b) 

CTG 79.5 Operation Order 328-67 
}Iaps; .iu"'iS L101 6442 I~ (1:50,000) XA IHNH GIA 

A}~ L701 6442 II, (1:50,000) XA PHUOC THO 
A}lS L701 6443 II, (1:50,000) XA THUA-TICH 
ANSL7016542 IV, (1:50,000) .AFJJI1ffiCHAU 
AMS L701 6543 III, (1:50,000) TAN TAO 

(1), Report of DECKHOUSE III, PHASE I + 
- TAD (a) Operation Overlay 

(2) - Report of DECKHOUSE III, PHASE II/OpE:ration-' 'l'OL"SDO ., 
~ TAD (a) Operation Overlay 

1. This report is submitted in accordance with instructions contained in ref­
~rcnce (a). 

2. Operation DECIGIOUSE III, PHASE I and II/Operation TOLEDO .",ere two sepa~ate 
amphibious operations that utilized surfaceborne and helicopterborne assault 
forces in both instances. klthough the Special Landing Force was placed under 
the operational control of CClmSI'!ACV by COHSE\G:r~':rHFLT at 241200H there was no 
change of operation title. I>ir~:ct operational control of the Special Landing 
Force was exercised by IIFFORCEV. 

3. D-day for Operation DECKHOUSr:: III, rFJ~SE r 'Was 160900H. PHASE I ended at 
201518H. D-day for DECKHOU~3 III, FRASE: II/Operation TOLEDO ·..ras 220800H. At 
241200H the Special Landing f'orce was chopped from COMSEVEN'l'HFL'r to IIFFORCEV. 
The ~pecial Lan<ling Force reve.rted to opera tional control of CONSBVENTHFLT at 
262400H, ?¥.ASE II/Opera tion TOL8DO terrnina ted at 291630H. . 

4'- The target area for DECKHOlJSE III, PHASB I and. II/Operation TOLEDO was the 
coa.stal lC'~-."land of Binh 'Illy and Phuoc Tuy provinces. The area was generally an· ~ 

uncultivated plain covered with dense one and two canopy jungle, secondary brush 
and hnavy swamp grass. 

5. BL'i' 1-26 Cornm?.nd Post initially was located aboard the USS !WO JIMA (LPH-2) 
for PHASE I a.nd II. At 1039H on D-day for PH1:..SE I the Command Post displaced 
ashore to vicinity of LZ E~GU~ YS 829714 where it remained for the duration 
of PHAS:S 1. J.t 1030H on Ii· dey for PHl~SE II the Coo,nand Post di~placed ashore 
to the vicinity of LZ H~NA at YS 645700 vhere it remained for the duration of 
PHi.SE: II/Opere ti 01') ':I.'OLEDO.--. . 

. " COpy NO. ft~Ar 
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6. JillMINIS'lr.IJ.TlVE }rihT'l'EHS 

a.. Logistics 

(1 ) I!£.~ply 

(8) Routine resupply was requested by usir.g units one day prior to its intended usc. Whenever possible, resupply was direct from ships to usin~ uni ts ana. ';TaS lit' ograrmn.:d to poak during 8ar ly morning and ev€ming hours. As memy as six helicortors were utilized in direct support to provide this scr­vice. R,pid rEsupply "'as facilitated by simul taneouslstaging of supplies on both the LI'D and 1}'H. Turn around time was minimizod by making maximum use of the Ll'D as a supply source. ('l'he 1}'D is generally lace. ted closer inshore ,:!~ than the LPH). 

(b) The BLT 01' landing zone also f1.Ulctirlned as a resupply source, providing unit distribution by D+1. \Vhenever supplies .,ere pr::.>grnrnmed to be delivered to a unit on the move and a suitable landing sito could not be located, supplies were delivered and held at the BLT C}'. TvlO helicopters on standby in the lan.iing Z(lne could thon provide ,0 minute service to any unit when re-quired. Normally, (\ 4 ;to 6 hour leull timo must be !!nticipated for any . D supply require men ts other th:.m rem tinE) re supply. EX.1JTIplo: special equipment, repair Inrts, etc. 

(0) Emorb~ncy r~supply was g0nerally limited to Class V it~ms and could be expected to be ~elivGreJ within one hour. 

(2) I'le.inten'!nc~. Organizational maintenftnc;;) was perforoed by the rf!specti ve units. For items requiring 2d ')r }:t echo Ion rapnirs, wherever possible, items were excr.l)ngec.. and r~turned. to the ClJ or to the ships for repair. This vas usually done vrith small nrllls and. communicati'-'lls equipment. In tho event i terns could not be repE'.irGd~ wi thin an acct~IJtEble time franK), they ",ere im­mediately evC'.cuated to repFJ.ir facilities aboard the LrH. 

(3) "Sv!1.cuation. 'rho primary method of requesting evacuation was chan­nelized through the: S-4, to Tuc-Log, and then t() the Helicopter Di.rection Cen­ter (RDO). Units in direct communications \'lith TfJ.c-Log couln by-pass the :;)-4 to avoid undue dolay. In emnrgencies, any corr~unications system could be u­tilized. to effect rapid evacuation. Routine evacuee::l wero trB.nsported by first available holicopters. Two holicopt8rs w<~re assigned. the mission .... as med­evac helicopters in direct support and on flii;;ht<eck alllrt. Usually these helicopters ",culd be on the scene .lithin thirty minutes. Eventually, these helicopters rG~lined on station at the BLT CP and were a.vailable within 15 minutes. Overall, unly isolated and minor problems were encountered involving the evacuation of casualties. 

(4) Transportation. The helicopter ''',as th'3 primary means of tran­portation between units ashore anll the ships. l'he t-I27412 was used extensively to support resupply in thd llL'l' CP Lar,lliilg Zone. Four M274L2 provided excell~nt s~rvice. 'l'hey greatly facilitnte tho offlor.ding of cargo from helicopters. 
(5) ~~. ~~covery of ~ndividual eqUipment from casU?lties was ef­fected by evr.cuating the equipmnt with the casualty, and recovered aboard ship by a unit ropresentative. Other items that in ant way could be useful to enemy forces were either re turned to the ship for prc..iper disposition or destroyed in place, i.e. 1 tin cans, boxes, food stuff~. 
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(6) Communications 

(0) BLT Tac-2 netted all units with the 8-4 and Tae-Log. This communication system proved highly effective for ordering supplies and request­ing medical evacuation. NGt Control was established in the 5-4 Office. Whenever units could communicate with Tac-Log, supplies ,-mre ordered direct from supply point to unit concernE)d. Normally, units ordered through _ the S--4 and this proved the better of any 'systems used. 

(b) A separate' net vias also established as backup between the S-4 ashore and Tac-Log. This consisted of either a PRC-25, PRO-47 or MRc-62. The HRC-62 was used extensively throughout both operations and proved its worth D1~ny times over. Tho ~illC-62 was heliliftcd into the BLT CPk~nding'Zqn~_(Approx­imately 8 miles inland) by CH-47 CHINOOK Helicopters. 

(7) Tac-Log: 

(a) ~outine resupply requests were normally received via the Tac­Log Net or the Tac 2 Net directly fI'om the units or from S-4. Upon receft-pt of requiremljnts, th~ :s"'J.pplies ,'were_~el:ec'fed from pte~staeotl-U"UlLP~ a.toard the LPD and r~II, and sent to the flight deck for the lift ashore. The normal resupply mission was on its way to the beach within a two hour period; emergency resup­ply was some1l!hat faster and dependent upon helicopter availability. 

(b) Requests for organic equipment or equipment vThich had not been pre-stagod i-18.S reft')rred to the units' representative 'aboard that ship for collection and delivery to tho hangar deck. 

(8) Acti.vi tics of the Ships Ple.toon 

(a) ~esupJil.y ~erations. .The Ships Platoon aboard the LPH car­rled ou tits functions as the. r'.,supply working party in conjunction with the BLT 'l'ac-Log. Upon receipt of a. ;requirement, the Tac-Log forwarded a r .• quest form to the OlO/NOOIC Hangar Deck. The Ships Platoon then filled the request. As soon as it was reedy to be transported ashore, the Hangar Deck notified Tae-Log by mesns of a field phone. hlong with t~is notification the supplies were sont to the flight deck by means of an aircraft elevator with the request form accompanying them. Upon reaching the flight deck, thO supplies were staged near the island until the assigned helicopters were available for delivery. The ship provide.d :"forkli'!"!;s WId opflra t \)1:8. This sys tem prov.::d to be highly SAtisfactory. 

(b) ~~l1Y. P~n~linp,. Casualties were handled jointly by the LPH and the BLT. Ships platoon personnel acted as stretcher bearers on the Flight Deck. Tho after aircraft elevator HaS used to bring casualties to. the hangar deck •• vfuile on the elevator the casualty was stripped of all weapons, ordnance end 782 gear. This WAS accomplished by the BLT armorers, and sh~ps gunnery personnol. The gear was inspected to insure that all ammunition was confiscated, then taken to the ~LT armory for appropriate disposition. The casual ty' s clothing end personal effects were handled by the 5-.1 section of the B1'f. 
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(c) No significant problom8 WGre cncountered in the operation 
of the Ship Platoon or in the processing of casualties • 

. (9) Significant T~quipment LOS838 

(a) The following significant losses occurred as a r~sult of 
being dropped while being transported by helicopter. Salvage operations were 
not feasible. The items "rere dropped in the ocean. off the coast of Vie t Nam. 
The lost communications items were part of t",o lifts and were secured to the 
~274A2 involv8d. 

'0,.-

2 Hule (M27 411.2) 
2 Chest - BC-5 
1 
6 
6 

,0 1 
1 

" 1 
6 
6r 
1 
1 

1 

1 

5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Switchboard - SB-22 
Battery - BB-451 
Radio Set - l'UC-25 (Complete) 
Ha.ndset - H-33 
Groundstako - GP-10 
6limbors - LC-5 
TS-10 'l'elephone (Component of CE-11) 
Telephone - Tit-1 
Mul timeter - Uilll-105 
Accessory Bag (~RC-47) Complete, includes: 
fo-' .Ant :·.1I.S-1320 

MT-2766 - Legs Electrical 
Cover, Battery Box - 11X-4430 
Rucksack 
llssy Kit [i'rC'J:'!c Rucksak 
Key Telegrapn - J-45 
Handset - R-33 
Hoadse t - H-70C 
Loudspeaker - LS-166/U 
1\ntenna, long wire - 118-1321 
Cable i~ssembly (50 ft) 
Ca~le, Srecial Purpose - CX-8396 
Cable (3t I ) 

i~ssy Bag - PRC-25 
Antenna - nT-271 
illltenna. - hT-892 
Handset - H-138/U 
Harness - ST-138 
Support lLB-591 

ScrowfulJ:vc!t' Cl'ossS:Tip ';~'::':J 
Screwdriver Fl,:". t Tip 
\(rench I.djustable Open End 
Pliers Diagonal 4i inch 
fliers Short, Round Nose 
Wrench Set, bocket 
Bag, Tool 
Knife, Posket 
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b. Personnel and ildrninistrat!.£!! 

(1) The S-1/.ildjutant established I". Battalion Administrative Center aboard the LPH on D-1. The b.dministrativo Center consisted of the li.sst S-1/ Adjutant, two S-1 clArks, each Company il,lministrative Chief and a UD/SEE clerk from each company (except A Btry, 1/13 - provided an Admin Chief only.) These administrati ve p(:rsonnel r .. ~mained on thE: rolls of their rcspecti ve companiesl batteries. The Administrative Center functioned and operated on e. "Battalion Administratiun" level. 'fhe .tsst S-1/Adjutant (orc, Admin Center) has "By direc­tion" authority to sign UDs, SRBs e.nd routine matters pertaining to all uni ts concernod. Lppropriate personnel records were moved to the LPH with the Admin Personnel prtor to D-day. The Admin Center was desolved after \v-day. 

(2) The S-1/Adjutant and the remainder of the administrative personnel displacod wi Hi tha Batialion Command Post an'l operated in the field in accord­ance \vi th tho USNC Staff l'la.nual. 

(3) beferB~oos, ~anuals, Orders, etc. 

(a) Central files and orders and. directives were maintained in the Admin Center. 

(b) Field elements operated with an absolute ID1Dlr.JUID of equipment. llcetate covered Hatcrproof charts "mre ut.i1ized to keep an accurate up-to-date person~el daNly suruffiary of all p~rticipating units/detaclh~ents. b copy of the operation order and p8rtim:nt personnel and casualty reporting directives w.::re the only reforences taken forward. The S-1/1l.djutant section "desk:! consisted of a hund-made waterproof box size approxim8.tQly 18" x 24" x 12" which contained thG necessary ael.min supplies and directives, i.e., memo pads, personnel rosters, noteboo~s, weSSi.lge books, Jl1G Nanual, casu"l ty r(;porting cards, pens, and pen­cils. J. portable typewriter "'as not carried nor required. 

(c) C11.Su~.l ty Reporting 

.2 CRsualty reporting was in acccrd::mce \-lith CMC, Fro1FPLC, 9th 1-'lfili md BLT dirac ti ves in 3040 series. 'rho casud ty r'?porting center viaS established aboard the LtH and consisted of SLF/BLT b~~in and Medical p~rsonnel. Since the BLT SRJJs wore maint.ained in the 1.Jrnin Clmter aboard this ene.bhld tho casualty r~porting center to obtain individual service records immediately as resuired. 

.1.. 782 gear and personal effects of casual ties were inven­toried and safeguarded by logistics and administrative porsonnel on tho LPH 

copters. 
fiCld'C..B.lld 

(d) Evacuation.' Evacu~tion of c~sualties was acco~~lished by hcli­I1edicEl.l-Sv1:lcuees req~e~ts wer~ lliqldled and co.ord.inflted by. the.,S~-4 In ~t\~ the Tac~Logabvard the LPH. ' 

(e ) Captives. Safeguarding and handling of cap ti ves was coordin-ated by the 5-2 awl the HqCmdt. l.fter cOLipletion of interroga tien all captiv'~s were delivored to the local RVN District Chief or as directed by the SLF Commander. 
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(f) Civic l~ction. Civic action was coordinated by the SLF Com­
mander and his Staff. BLT ~~dical and Dentnl personnel offered their services 
to the nearby local village. 

(g) Miscellaneous 

.2. There were no disciplinary problems or incidents. 

£. There were!~o replacements required • 

• 2. _ The BLT Chaplain was in the field and moved about and 
visited with ea.ch unit • 

• ~ There was no personal mail delivery. 

2. Guard t-tail was delivered and picked up by helicopter 
in almost all instances. 

(h) Communications 

1 General 
. ,.-' 

a Personnel. The number of radio nets requir~d to 
be maintained during SLF Oper~tions are considered to be too numerous to be 
maintained· by a T/o Infantry Battalion, Communication ~ec.tion. In many instances 
radio opera tors were handling as many as three and four ne ts at a time • 

. «1»'Tac-Log Communications. The requirement for 
the BUr oommunica tiona section to maintainsS1il.ip to shore and ship to shi.p t 
Tac-Log communications places a severe strain upon tho Battalion Radio Section. 
'l'his function is normally handled at Regimental level and is not a roquirement ... 
reflectod in the Infantry Battalion table of organization. 

«2» Radio Communications. Radio oommunication be­
tween TG 79.5 and B.LT 1-26 is multiplicir,us in that LF TilC i/:1 and LF T~"'C 

#2, are parallel nets which are required to be continually activated. One 
radio net is more thfln adequate to handle the amoUnt of traffic which is. passed 
between TG 79.5 PJld BLT 1-26. The requirement to establish stations on radio 
nets to higher and adjacent i-.:rmy units when thi::l BLT is under iu:my opera.tional 
c9ntrol also places an undue burd~ upon the BLT Radio Section. 

« 3 » Redi () Re"tay. The requirement 1:0 furnish per­
sonnel to maintain the shipboard sta.tion of the ship to shore Radio Relay link 

- was me't by utilizing the detachment from llqCo, 26th l".to.rines. This arrangement 
. proved satisfactory, but in the event that the TRC-21 ~.s used these p3rsonn~l 

will not be available to man the shipboard end of the MRC-62 Radio RE)lay Linl~ • 

~ ·Radio Communications. lie.dio Communications in general, 
were excellent thrc.Jughout both phases of DECKHOUSE III. The one exception 
. was the LF TaC· #1. The mar~inal reception which occured·· pericdica.lly on this 
net could be eliminated by utilizing the RT-524 on the SLF end of this partic-

ular net. 
6 SECRr.T-N0FORN 
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2. ~'¥ire. Wire CommunicatioJls wi thin 1;he BLT CP posed no 
problem dUring ei~her ph~se of DECKHOUSE III. The use of·long locals was 
prohibited by the nature of the terrain. 

.4 H~ldi(l Relax. Durinf PRitSE I of DECKHOGSE III, the l-ffiC-62 
w~s sit~a~eQ 0n Beach BLUE and served no useful purpose because of inability 

to lay wire from the' NRC-62 to tho BLT CP. This ina1Jili ty Was due to' the dis­
tance involved 'lnd the prc,hibitive nature 0f th(l t(!rrain~ 'fhe 1''lRC-62 vlaS 

hGliliftod into' the BLT CP 'during PRJ.SE II of D8CKHOUSE III by j-.rmy CH-47 
helicopter. This proved tv bo a more workable errangeruent and fWlctioned sat-

isfnctorily excopt for intermittent periods of outages due to generator-faiiurcs 
and frequency interf8rencos. 

! ' 

'~ That the BLT Communications Section be augmented with 
sufficient re.dio personnel to more adequately maintain the ship and ship to 
shore Tac-Log RA.G.io Communication System. 

'£. That the SLF staff be augmented \.i th Rwlio Relay per­
sonnol to maintain the shipboard side of the ~ffic-62 Radio Relay li~~. 

. .£ That LanC'dng Force Tile in Radio Net be elir.:inat",·'. or 
rE.duced to 8. s€condary/overload not and. not be continually maintained in the 
BLT CP unless p. heavy traffic load or po::>r cOl!l1llunications of LF The #1 requfr€s 
it to be activated. ' 

d That a RT-524 be used 0nthe shipboard side of Landing 
Ferce Ti.C f1. 

e That every offort be m~de to situate the MRC-62 in cloSG 
proximity to the BLT" CPo If 'this is not 'feasible then the MRC-62 should remain 
a.board ship untll~ tho situation chflnges or the means to transport it becomes 
availabl~. ~ 

7. SUl)l'OIdL~G l.RriS • I 

a. Supporting ilrms'CGeneral) 

(1) Fire Support for BLT 1-26 was proviued by a 105mm Howitzer Battory, 
a 107LJffi Howtar Battery, one 5"/38 Destroyer, ~me LSMR, one Heavy CruiSer,Lllrmed 
helicopters, and fixed wing aircraft from 7th I1irForce. During PHhSE II a 5"/54 
also was mn~e available to relieve the Heavy Cruiser. ' 

: ", 

(2) In Operation DECKHOOSE III, P!LSE I the 105's were landed:over the 
beach by boat an-i the 107ri1Ll Battery was l?ndec_ by helic9pter. In p}l..l,SE I;I both II 
batteries WGre landed by helicopter with the 105InJ, Battery holilifted into p6ai-
tion by CH-47 .cHINOOK helicopter. ' 

(3) Missi0ns fir DC by supporting units included on call mIssions, beach 
prep fires, landing zones :prep fires, ID:! fires,' and night def0nsive fires. 
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(4) Contro~ of J.rtillcry and Haval Gunfire was passed fl.shore in DECK­
HOOSE III, HUlSE I and II. Contr~l of idr rema.ined afloat .. throughout. both. op­
era tions. Coordina ti<..,n of supporting [trms \</as passGd ash are however, 1:'1 t '. 
lrlas no.cessary to coordinate with the ship for helicopter safety reRsons. 'D 

,l 

.. (5) .. ~~~r'ain was a limi tins fa.ctor in the effective use of supporting 
arms since grll1.~nd observation was usually severely limited • 

. (6f 'Wi th as much inform3.tion that'must bo reiayed bMk to the sl:lip, 
for .coordination, rfl.d-io rela,r is essential . end plays an important rol? in this 
._respcc~., ." 

b. Fire Support Coorlination Conter 

(1) It "1a.S discovel'ud t}l.at should continuous illumin'-a tion missions be 
requir;:d it is ID(WO fem:ible to resort to Naval Gunfire and tho IIfirefly" air­
craft, in view of artillery's limited bC'..sic allowance of illumination. 

(2) The Ff>.C-25 proved to be a most proficient piece of communications 
equipllient for onsuring fire support directly:avllilable to supported units. 

0) It was repeatedly demonstratod that fire support could be avail-
~ able and ef.fective to units not having.a trained FO with thero. 

I 
" 

>:-;-. 

(4) The primary artillery freqm-,ncy should 'bo in the rc.nge of 24.9 
to 54.0 if possible in odeI' to utilize thG air observer more effectively. 

(5) The most perpl<)xing problem for Fir • ..; Support Coordination inw.llved 
helicopters in flight. The BLT FSC,C had. no positive means of knowing oxactly 
when the helicopters were transitir~ the firing areas and what their destinations 
were. DetermincJ urforts must be m~de to solve this one single problo~ which de­
~}Aitates tho mission of supporting arms for timely and accurate fires. 

c. Naval Gunfire Support 

(1 ) Operati(lTIs 

(a) Ships assigned in direct support of BLT ·1-26 did not have 
cryptographic L1aterial that was compatible with the' supporte.dmli'if.!ashOl'e • 

. _. . (b) Ships assigned did not have_ copies of the opera.tions order 
and were the 1'0 fore deficient in the knowledge of operations ashore. 

• I 

(0) One particular ship assigried, reporting towards the end of 
\Ile:. operation to relieve .another shi!" lacked evon.the C'l'G 76.5's operation 
order which contained such valuable information as ~~bJl.tiIons; ihf.·o.rm;3:ti-c)n, 
thei :bat ta;J.tton~·s .Qhe:ckpo.in:t:. ~ays:trun,.. 'SJld _call signs. :pf _ea:"lh -sltppomed uni:t", , -Thit, 
precluded sending such information as friendly front line positions without oir-
cumvl3nting the t'ask !,oroo,.,~o find compl1.tible cpypto ma~eria1. . 

~. .' . 
. . • ~(d)'- All 'ships the.t s't'tended the pr~-ope~ati9n confer~nc~(i:m. Naval, 

·Gun£ire Sup.p<lrt,r.held by CTG 76.5, 'appeared to be most interested in working "'ith 
.the SaGe and FSCC. They all anchored blose and under the protectiva.:~~pport 
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of assigned swift bO[Lts in order to provide more 'nccurate fires. Most ships 
"g,re rel'ldy to shoot< t,lrgets wi thin the prescrib0ci doctrinal jiime. 'l'ho st. 
hill1, however, c.id. not meintain this aggressive: attitude throughout.: and on 
one occ,'18ion took 64 minutes to make a ready report 'fpr ()ne call-fire <md 
never proviJect en oxplanatfon for the delay. '!'ho tAXget had to be cancelled 
due to a chango in friendly front lines and any late f~ring w()uld have endangered 
friendly troops. "i'" ' 

'(2) Communications 

(a.) lirequ'"'ncies assigned ,iuring l'HilSE I were adequate; hO\>19ver, 
when chang'3d for l'fL:~S}; II, 'not all un.i ts received. the chant';es and cur COITJIlUll­
ications werc extremely limite': eluriilg l'Hf .... Sr. II by the lack of cOInp..?tible. 
channels. 

(b) Ships assign"ed a primary mission or: Nawil Gunfire Support 
have t.w built in liN radios which should be utilized if at all possible, since 
the yare capable of performing comnnmica ti ons relay wo;rk with these units, but 
cannot be utilized effectively if the circuits are mi'tVcvmpatible with their 
frequencies. The following array of freqUencies is recommended for future 
op(')rations ,of th8 SM'. 

Spot 1 (pri) 30.0 - 38.2mcs. ( FI>1) 
Spot 1 (sec) 2.0 - 11·99mcs. ("llF) 
spot 2 (pri) 38·5 54.Crues. ( }iN) 
Spot 2 (sec) 38·5 - 54·Omes. . ~]1\i) 
NGF Central (pri) 2.0 - 11.99mcs. HF) 
NGF Control (sec) 2.0 - 11.99,cs. ~:f' SFCP Local 30.0 70.Omcs. 

(c) Ships which arc ~~fire support ships scconderily do not have 
buH t-in Flvi equipment. The, rnajori ty have a semblance of TIl equipment rigged 
on board in ordor tv do the job. It is rGco:.ltl0nc1ed that the iillG/SLF be al­
located PRC-25's along with RC-292 e.ntennas and appropriate remote units, to 
be made available to the ships assigned Naval Gunfire ::,upport Nissions, in or­
der to impr;)ve ship-to-shore communications in this vital area • 

• 
d. i.ir 

(1) Communications 

(a) Corrununica ti(,ns between the 1.10 ancl. T .. CC was Ullsa tisfactory 
and at tillies non-exist8nt for periods of up to 24 hours. The ceficiency can 
be tracel: to the equipment in Ti.CC due to the fact that; the i.LO coulJ. raise 
other stations aboard the IWO JII'll. on other frequencies although he could not 
raise ThCe. This particular problem id th T~l.CC was also. experienced by the 
UTlit F'-.C's.' 'l'he above probler!l was alleviated ~('\mewha.t"!when the radio ralay van 
was ;in op'.,rati:m, however, even this SySt2~1 was unreliable at times due to 
inheren t gi,mera tor problems . '. 
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(b) Communications between the Fl.C's and J.1O were satisfactory 
except when the company to which a. Fi.C ~laS aSdit,nod w~s on the move and oper­
ators were forced to use short antennas. 

(2) Support. The assignment of two direct support helicopters and two 
Med-Evac helicopters at the Battalion CP proved to be very successful and high­
ly desirous.. It expedited intra-bA.ttalion operationSl. It i8 recommended that 
the Battnlion have at least four direct supp;)rt hel,icopt(:rs available for the 
ini tid hr)urs and the finel two hours of daylight in order to permit r. more time­
ly logistical sup)\ort of-; the rifle comPc'l.nies which nre usually on the move until 
dusk from eArly daybreak. 

8. COlDm~mdor' s l.tll:'.lysis 

a. Operation 1)ECKHOu~E Ill, PlL;,SE I and l'HASg II proved highly successful 
i:t:l imparti ng sound, cOr.lbnt experience to !ill the officors- and men of BL'l' 1-26. 
The combat capflbili ty of the BLT wus tested and irnproVt~d daily. rUfle companie"s 
operated over wiuolyseparated areas and relied on small unit patrols to ndequate-
11' search the aron. 1.1 though the enemy in both'. phnses was successful in avoiding 1'\ 
any meaningful contu-ct, tho experience. gaine,d by the indi V idtl£l. 1 }lUrine Rnd the V 
BL'£ staff WA.S deemed invnlUc'lble. Fire sup:fort c.)orctinati.on begrul slowly but 
improved from day to day. By the conclusion of tho operation, the FSCC was 
a smooth, well intograte(l operatic-n., H6supply by helicopter was ini ti[l~lly a. 
hap-hnzard" nffairj however, by tho termination of l%~SE II tho operntion had 
become quite routinG nnd most effective. The helicopter squar\ron, HBT personnel 
and '£Inc-Log personnel were functioning <'.s 0. team with a minimum of c1..elay. 

b. The transition from COl1SEVENTHFLT operatiomd c(>ntrol to operational 
control of IIFFORCEV was accomplished ,smoothly r.nd e:lI:peditiously. Direct liaison 
was establishod \oJith IIFFORCEV M;i C\lS(l with the units of the 173rd Lirborne 13rig- b 
ada which occupied areas in close proximity to our O\OTn eloments. Ra.dio nets were 
established .,ith IIFFGHCEV forward Command !'ost all':'.. \o1i th nnother adjac0nt uni t, .. 
tho 1 st Battalion, 503 Rogt. Person",l visits, \orere. I'ilRcle to these units on the 
ground. e,nd e.n outstanding \OTorking relationship was in effect.· For the BLT and 
tho. individual officers concerned this contact ~d coordination w~s both pro-
fessionally inforllk~tive and enlightening. 

c. l~lthough little substantial intelligence "JaS uncovered that would have 
been of immediate v1.1ue to the BL'r, it is beleivect. that the presencE) of an IT'I' 
terun in the DLT Cl:' !.lid give it tho capnbility to exploit any intelliGence thd ma.y 
Mve booOJno available. 'rhese personnel ~,re deemed necessary in any comb~~t oper­
ations of this naturu. 

d. Civic (lction was effected only (turing PH"SE II and primarily controlled 
by the SLF staff. However, contact WM mi'.ole "Ii ththe District Chief Fnd a Liaison 
Group of 1 officer end. 4 enlisted were estE:,blishe'd at District Headquarters. '~ihen 
tho wi thdrnwal was executed·, excess ra ti ons ant', other useful i terns w~re turned 
over to the District Chief. 

e. The assit,nment of 2 d.irect support aircraft and 2 Ned-evuc aircraft to 
the -13LT during (laylight nQurs prClvo~ highly successful and p(Jrmitted units 
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to be kept widely dispersed and adequately supplied. As previously recommended 
it is believed that a iotal of 4 direct support aircraft would permit the BLT 
to resupply such items as rations, ammo, water at peak demand periods between 
0600-0800 and 1600-1800 more expeditiously. The tactical consideration and 
not utilization should be the primary consideration in the use of helicopters. 
Water cans should not become a burden to a unit prior to "jump off'·'. It is 
fully realized that resupply soley by helicopters has certain inherent disad­
vantages but the need continues to exist to light~n the basic lo~d of the indiv­
id~l Marine in this particular terrain and climate to permit him tc move rapidly 
and exploit any advantage offered. This is tantamount to success, although 
often a calculated but necessary risk. 

f. Prior to PHASE I the intelligence information received f:'ot-J outside 
sources was slightly outdated and the op0ration indicated the u~its which had 
baon operating in the area had moved to the west. The PHASE I: intelligence 
information was outstanding. Indications were that in most cases BLT 1-26 
~i~s wore less than 12 hours behind the ve. The VC units operating in the 
AOA could not be induced to make a stand nor be identified. The VC were suc­
cessful in either exfiltration from the aro~ or hiding from Dur forces; 
however, it is estimated th~t he suffered a major setback o~ Operation DECK­
HOUSE III, PHilSE I a.nd PHiiSE II/Operation TOLEDO which is I;;Nidenced by the 
list of items destroyed. Noteworthy was a complex of over 300 bunkers, the 
destruction of which it is believed set the va Operations :n Phuoc Tily Province 
back by a.n estimated six to eight months. 

DISTRIBUTION: Special 
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2 Sept~mber 1966 

REPORT OF DECKHOUSE III, PHASE I 
1. Task Oreanization 

BLT 1-26 

H&S Co (-) . 
Det, Btry A, 1st Bn, 13th Ma.r (IJn Tm)-
Dot, Hq Btry, 1st Bn, 13th Mar (NGF Ln Tm) 
Det, Hq Co (-), 26th Mar 

Radio Rolay Tm 
Det,- Postal Unit 
Det, Hq Bn, 5th" Nar Div (Photo) 
Det, Disbursing 

Dot, Comm Spt Co (-), 9th Corom Bn 
Logistic Support Unit 

Det, Comwnnd Sect 
Det, Mr Sect 
Det, Supply Sect 
Det, Maint Sect 

1st P1t (Rei~), Co A (-) (Rein), 5th SF En 

1st PIt'. 
Det, Beachmaster Ul1it-1 

Det, Co A (-) (Rein), 5th Med Bn 

Det, C011ecting FIt 
Clearing Sect 
Det, 15th Dental Co, FNF 

Co A (Rein) 

Co A 
Det, H&S Co, 1-26 

!let, Mod PJt 
1st YO Tm, 81mm l'lortar PIt' 

1st 10 Tm, Btry A (Rein), 1st Bn 13th ~k~ 
Det, 1st Plat (Rein), CO A, 5th SP Bn 
Det, Hq Btry, 1st Bn, 13 Ma.r (HGF Spot Tm) 

Co C (Rein) 

Co C 
Det, H&S Co, 1-26 

DECLASSIFIED 
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:net', Med. Plat' 
3rd FO Tro, 81mm Mortar PIt 
1st FAC Tm t.,·' 

III 1111 .' ....... K .. 

~.~.'t . ~ ::~:.f·..:··;'"~}3t, 

3rd PO Tm, Btry A '(Rein), 1st Bn, 13th Mar 
Sub Unit #1, 1st ANGLICO (NGF Spot Tm) 
2d Sqd, 1st Pltv (Roin), Co a, 5th Engr Bn 
Det, 1st PIt (Rein), Co A, 5th SP Bn 

Co D (Rein) 

Co D 
Dat, H&S Co, 1-26' 

Det, Med Pit J:. " 
4th Fe Tm, 81niin Mortar Ple. t 
2nd FAC Tm 

,', : r'" 

I !. 

4th FQ Tm, Btry A (Rein), 1st Bn, 13th Mar 
3rd Sqd, 1st Pl~ (Rein), Co A, 5th Engr Bn 
Dat, 1st PIt (Rein), Co A, 5th SP Bn 
Sub Unit #1" 1st i~GLICO (NGF spot Tm) 

Btry A (-) (Rein), 1st B~, 13th Mar 

Btry A (-) 
Dot, HqBtry, 1st Bn, 13th Mar 

}.Olmm Mortar Btry (-) (Rein), 2nd' En, 12th 11ar 

107mm Mortar Btry 

.' . 
_. : .... ' - -..c, ~. 

~"-'-----'-~-

. -- 1 

Capt ~IDNER 

~ .'-

Ca.pt BAILEY 

, . , 
r ..... , .- , . ... _.' .--.. _ ..... 

" Capt MERRITT 

Det, ~iess Sec, Serv Pl t, I Hq Btry, 2nd Bn, 12th Mar 
Det, 1st PIt, (Rein), Co A, 5th SP Bn 
1st PIt, Co A (-) (Rein), 5th ~fl' Bn .; 

1st PIt, Co A (-) (Rein), 5th AmTr~c Bn 
--

1st PIt, (Rain), Co A (-) (Rein), 5th AT Bn 

1st PIt 
Dot, Co Hq, Co A (-) (Rein) 

1st PIt (Rein), Co A (~) (Rein), 5th Engr'Bn ~. 

1st PIt (-) 
Det, Co Hq, Co A (-) (Rein) 

... ',,: 

81mm Mortar PIt (-) (Rein) 

2 
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d.Order of Battle~ 

~ 

5th VC Div CP 

214th Regt 

1st Bn 

2nd 'Bn 

3rd En 

275th Regt 

1st Bn 

2nd Bn 

3rd Bn 

DECLASSIFIED 

LOCATION 

YS 780815 
,;-,-. 

YS 810790 

YS 100755 

YS 815735 

UNKNOWN 

-YT 170091 

,UNKNOWN 

UNKNo\o/N , 

UNKNOWN 

., .... "'~!" •• -

~ 

6Aug66 

'6.Au~6 

"6Aug66 

6Aug66 

6Aug66 

'\o/EAPONS 

12-60mm Mortars 
8-81mm Mortars 
12-LMG 
5-51mm RR 
3-75mm RR 
3-1201mm'MG 
Assorted small arms 
& Automatic Wpns. 
6-81nun Mortars 

'16-60mm Mortars 
10-57mm RR 

, ,:-12-1207 !olG 
. . 18-50 Cal MG 

8-30 ,Cal MG 
, Assorted S/A & Wpns 

e. No substm1tia1 contact W'lS made with elements listed above durin{ the 
operations. There WIlS no postive id':)ntific!1.tion of any eneII\Y units. Resistance 
ashore consisted of sporadic sniper fire. 

3. ~cm.. As directed by the SLF Frag order #1 for D;ECKHOUSE III, PHASE I 
the mission assigned to BLT 1-26 ~as: 

"Commencing I.l.t H and L hours conduct w·~terborne and helicopterborne amphib­
ious assualt over Beach BLUE, LZ BLUEBIRD and LZ CiiliARY to establish blocking 
positions in support of 113rd Airborne Brig3de L~d conduct search und destroy 
opera.tions." ' 

4. concept of Opera.tions.The BLT 1-26 scheme of mo.neuver for lJECIGIOUSE III, 
PHASE I was as fo119W8: 

a. Commencing at H-hour l~~d eos A and C across Beach BLUE by LVT and 
landing crqft to attack nnd seize LF objs 1 and 3; conduct search ,and destroy 
operations as directed • 

.. b. Commencing at L-hour land Co D 'in LZ BLUEBIRD to atta.ck and seize LF 
Obj. 2. Land Co B in LZ CANARY to' a.ct as BLT Reserve/Reacticn Force. Both 
units to conduct search .'md destroy operl'.tions as directed. 

c. After securing LF Objs 1,2 and 3 and on order, Cos C and D attack and 
seize LF Obj 4, 5 and 6; establish blocking positions in vicinity of LF Objs 
5 and 6. 

,- ... . _ .. - ~, ..... ",~ ...... ---~- ."--. 
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d. 107mm Mortar Btry to be landod in LZ EAGLE and set . up.in firing " 

position. Bt;cy A to be landed on Beach BLUE, and moved inland by LVT to 

designated firing positions. Amrracs to remain with Btry A as a security 

element. .., 

e. MT Platoon to be landed w~th l01mm Mortar Btry as a provisional rifle 

platoon. Initially AT Pla.toon and Tank Platoon to :remain aboard ship until 

ordered ashore either with their major equipment, or a.s provisional rifle 

platoons. 

5. Execution 

a. D-Day, 16 August 1966 

(1) 00 C landed at 0900H by LVT approxima,tely 1000 meters to the left 

of beach BLUE •. Co A landed at H + 4 in tho same location. Shore Party, Beach­

master Unit and'A Btry recon party landed a.t 0810R on the same beach. Due to 

an error in the initial landing which situated the units far to the left of the 

assigned lEUlding beach, the rifle companies experienced )nuch difficulty 

exiting from tho beach arec. 'oJhen the CO's Command GroUp landed at 1039H only 

2 platoons of Co A h..'l.d entered the area iI!JIllEldiately bahind the beach on which 

they h~d been landed. The CO who h~d been on an aerial reconnaissance on 15 

.. August 1966 realized that they had been landed on the wrong beach and im.- ,,:; .. ~: 

mediately bogan moving Co 0 to the right to get it in position to move inland. 

After locating the correct beach, Co C beSin movement inland. Co A's leading 

elements secured LF Obj 1 at 1300H. After arrival of the renv~inder of Co A, 

LZ EJ1GLE was secured at 1500R and the schedulGd heliliftsthnt had been post­

poned after,the initial del~ wero continued. H&S Co (-), 81rom Mortar Plat60n 

and 107mm Mortm' Btry were all landed in LZ EAGLE by 1900H. Night defense s 

vere set in and BLT CP estaulished. Btry A came ashore at ~'3~H and was 

in position to support by fire at 1515H; l01mm Mortar Btry was prepared ·to 

support by fire at ]'730.H. • .-. 

(2) . cO' D IMded a.t L-hour in LZBLUEBnm. By 1027H the helilift had 

been oompleted and Co D moved out to secure LF Obj 2. COJ) found an AP mine 

of for~ign make and exploded it in place at YS 859787. Co B was landed com­

mencingat 1£55H and the helilift was completed at 1150H. Co B was scheduled 

to be landeu ~ LZ CANj\RY but was landed at YS 882738 on the edge of a reported 

minefield. Upon orienting itself Co B began to move to LZ CANARY to set up 

a defensive perimeter and to aot as a. reaction force. Co D secured LF Obj 2 

at 1530H and continued the attack to secure LF Obj 6.. All units landed un­

opposed p.nd h~ no contact on D-d8i}". 

, (;) Defensive perimeters were set up nnd units w7re located as 

follows: 

• 

(8) BUT CP - YS 820114 

(b) Co A - 16 624115 
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(c) Co B - YS 866739 

(d) Co C - YS 826125 

(e) Co D - YS 856189 

(r) ms Co (-) - YS 819715 

(g) A Btry - YS 816691 

(h) 101~~ Mortar Btry - YS 823716 

~i) AmTracs - YS ~16691 

(j) SP n.nd BN - YS 818698 

(4) E3Ch rifle compnny sent out 2 night patrols and set 2 night am­
bushes. There was negative contact prior to 2400H; however, Co A and Co D 
reported hearing voices outside thc=ir perimeter. This resulted in calling 
for and roceiving illumin!1tion. The flickering shlldmls caused considerable 
friendly small arms firing ~d a number of grenades were thrown. There was 
no enen\y firing directed tmm.rd r>..ny friendly position. As a rosult of this 
the BLT CO directed thRt illumination would be utilized only if fire was 
being received or IJositive observation was ;!k'l.de of enenw personnel. 

b. D+l, 17 August 1966 

(1) l~t 0450H 1 VC was sighted by Co A ambush located at YS 823108. 
One hand grenade was thrown ~ith negative results. No further activity W3S 
repor-tedq,t this ambush site. 

(2) Co C continued its Cl.dvanct at first lig'-.t and at 061BH secured LF 
Obj 3. At 0900H Co C discovered a VC cnmp at Y8 815730. The camp consisted 
of 7 thatch huts ruJ.d contained live chickons, 8 bund18s of punji stakes and 
4 sets of black p1.jamas. Co C continued its attack tmvard LF Obj 4 after 
destroying the camp, secured LF Obj 4 at 1530H. A hamlet, located ,at YS784 
793 was discovered at 1824H. The r...a.Jl'l~et consisted of 9 thatched huts and con­
tained a hospi ta.l with 6 bamboo, b2ds, crutbhes, bandages and 20 Ibs. of rice. 
Numerous tunnols were found throughout the hamlet. Due to the dampness oIl 
the material and lack of dEJIDolitions, the hamlet wn.s not destroyed at this 
time. Co C continued the attack and secured LF Obj 5 at 1845H. 

(3) Co D continued its attack to seize LF Obj 6 at 0745H. A delay 
was caused by empty water cans on hr..nd to be hc1iliftc'l! .cut,' .~t 142L;!! ~~~ ','REN 
(YS 833797) was secured. The attack was continued and LF Obj 6 was secured 
at 1130H. . 

(4) Co A provided BLT CF security and conducted search and destroy 
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patrols towllrd LZ 3LUEBnm. There ;.rore no contacts with the VC. A patrol 
reported ~t 1520H that it hlld observed barefoot and sandal prints of 3 to 5 
personnel at YS 826723. 

(5) The Reaction Force, Co B, conducted se!U'ch and destroy missions 
west along road running parallel to the beach. Co B was alerted at 1100H 
to be roady to move from LZ CANJ;.RY at l400H. It retraced its path to the 
designa.ted 1Z Ilnd \-las heliliftcd to LZ W{}i:;H cOmIn(mcing Ilt 1400R. At l642H 
a. local security patrol Sighted and fired on 1 VC with negative results. VC 
escaped to the west of 1Z WHEN. 

(6) The AT platoon \-11.S helilifted from USS Vi;JWOUVER (LPD-2) to LZ 
EAGLE as u provisional rifle platoon. Engineers improved LZ EAGL1<J by s}.wing 
trees down end using demolitions. An accidental discha.rge inside an Lvr 
caused 3 WIll" 

(7) At lOOOR the Division Recon Platoon was hclilifted to Y8 765 
723. The assigned mission was to estrLblish an OP at YS 75~725. The platoon 
was to be extracted by helicopter at 0600R ,on 19 AugJst 1966 at YS 751731. 

, , 

(8) All units established defensive perimeters by nightfnll as 
follows: 

(a) BLT CP - YS 829114 

(b) Co A - YS 824715 

(0) Co DC -YS 834795 

(d) Co C - YS 18680.~ 

'(e) Co D - YS 818834 
" 

(f) H&S Co (-) - YS 819115 . ,. ~ 

(g) Btry A - Y8 816691 
" , 

(h) l01mm Mortar. Btry - YS 823116 

(i) AmTracs - YS 816691 

(j) SP and ~l - Y3 816691 

(9) During the night voices andmovcment outside their lines were 
reported by all units. Although friendly troops fired in thqir direction no 
return fire was received. Co B 'sust'_tined 1 KIiI. inflicted accidentally ~:-
a man in the same fighting hole. 

(10) Supporting ar~ fired H & I and registration missions through­
out the dEl,Y and night. . 
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C. ,Dt-2, J.8 August 1966 -", . .";. ' . .' . .". , ".' .. -
;. ... -... 

-. 

(1) Movement and voices:outside perimeters continued, but no contact was made. Co A and Co C reported receiving seve:r;al rounds of incoming snall arms fire. No friendly casualties. . 
. " (2) Co A conducted search and destroy mission in grid squares YS 6072 and YS 8013 with no enentY' contact and negative results. 

(3) Co B conducted a search and destroy mission through grid squares 15 8279, YS 8179 and 8079 with no ene~ contact and negative results. .. 
" (4) - Co C conducted a search and destroy mission through grid squares YS 7881, YS 7882 and Ys 7883. In addition a reinforced platoon was dispatched to the hamlet located at YS 784793 to destroy it. They were unable to com-', pletely destr;oy it. At 1115R a vill,'lge of 15 buildings. was discovered at YS 782819. Items found in the village were 25 Iha. of rice, 1 medical kit, numerous books, prcpaganda mnter~al and personal papers.' The village and tunnels were partially destroyed. At 1030B a local security patrol around Co C patrol base encountered , va on a trail at YS 764815. The va were dressed in black pajamas with gold headbands and were carrying sl!lB;ll arms • The security patrol fired on the va, 1 VC WL1 ~xoppod an MlAI Air Travel Firing Device. The VC '·irA was carried away by the remaining 2 ve. Numerous propaganda leaflets were found in the area. Another local security patrol at 1430H discovered a farm tractor with inithls MF on front at YS 771813. It had a wheel missing and no gas in tank and appeared to have been abandoned approximately 1 month. No cultivation in area. Tractor was destrqyed. An air strike W,l.S called on bo~h villages mentioned abovE'; to complete the des-truction. ' ' 

(5) Co D oonducted a searsh and destroy mission down the trail leading through erid squares YS 8283, YS 8~83, YS 8484 and YS 8584. Anoth~r search and destrqy mission was conducted through grid squ~res YS 8283, YS 8184 and 15 8085. Doth patrols reported they had observed fresh foot prints near base of hill 568. ' , . ~ :' • 
(6) At 1100H a patrol from Btry A destrqyed an empty_ 25 foot fishing boat at X3 816682. . . 

r . , 

(1): The 107mm Mortar Btry washelilifted along with the p;ovisi'onal rifle platoon attached (m PIt) at llOOH from LZ EAGLE to LZ WREN. The Tank Platoon had been helilifted to LZ WREN at 0900H as a provisional rifle platoon tORaCt as a security element for the i07mm Murtar Btry. Force Recon Platoon was helilifted into LZ E.d.GLE at 1150H~ Engineer personnel continued to im-prOVe LZ HAWK by removing trees. . 
• 

• 
0, •• • "._ ,". :. (8) -All units es~abl~shed defensive perimeters for,the night. No 
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patrols or ambushes were employed. Listening posts were employed exten­

sively. Positions of units were as follows, 
-1"'.. .,. 

'" 
' ,:(a) Bvr,CP - YS 829114 

q,' 

. .~ .... 

(b) Co A- YS 824715 
: " 

'._ "I 
-','t- ." 

. ,'\ , •..... , ' 

(0) Co B - YS 834195 ' 

,'Cd) ,Co C - YS 786804' 
, ) 

'.- <to 

~ - ..' 
, . ~'" 

(e) Co D - YS 818834 
:< 

,', 

(f) H&S Co (-) - YS 819715 
.. - ,.:.' - \ :..-

.' 1 • 

. '.~: 
. ', .. 

" .. ~" " (g) Btry A- YS 816691 
.' ;,.. ... " 

-" " 

" r(h) l07mm M~tar Btry - YS 8'4795 ",: 

; , ~ 
. ~ i 

," " ' (i) AmTraca -YS 816691 

(j) SP & EM M YS 816691 .' .... 
" 

',' 

(9)"- A w1Xning order was issued to Co's C and D to be prep:u-ed to, 

oommence withdrawal at 190eOOH. 
- ~ .' 

"'(10) No oont~ct with the ene~ was made prior to 2400H. While calling 

~::r fires from l07mm Mortar Btry, Co,D received fl. short round within its de­

fensive perimeter. One casualty with shrapnel wounds resulted. Supporting 

arms fired lB:I and registration missions throughout the period. " 

d. D+3, 19 AUBUst 1966. 
. , 
(1) ,Co D reportednn estimated 3 tt, 4 enentY' to their front. 'S,mall 

arms fire and hand grenades resulted in no casu.~lties to the enelltY. 

(2) At 0530H the Division Recon P1atoorima.de co..'"ltactwith an, esti­

mated 30 VC at YS 752125 as the platoon moved toward the extraction point. 

The VC were taken under heavy small arms fire by tho platoon and artillery 

tire was requested. A platoon from Co A in LZ EAGLE was lifted as a reaction 

force but were landed back :in LZ F,AGLE. The VC broke' contact and mcved to 

the e~st. iUl ost ima.ted 10 va were KIA and an estimated 14 VC, were WU. There 

~re no friend~ casualties. The platoon was extracted by heiicopter at 

0700H from the scheduled extraction pOint. ' " , 

(3) Co C was heli1ifted from LZ DOvE at 0930H to Beach DLUEand em­

barked ,aboard landing craft to return to LPD-2 a.t 11l3H. ,-

(4) Co D moved by foot at loo5H to LZ WREN and was helilifted com­

mencing at 1300H to LPH-2. As Co D moved soUth from LZ HAWK VC were observed 

moving into LZ HA~ Naval gunfire 'was called on this posi~ion by~the aerial 
, ,-
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observer. nesul ts \-lere undetermined. 

, , (5) Co A and B ccnt.inued sel1.rch and destroy missions with neg-

( 

( 
I 

C~ 

ative contp.ct. No contact was made during the night. There were no 
chmlgos in uni t loc:"!tions except for units moving back to assigned shipping. 

e. D+4, 20 August 1966 

(1) The withc1ro.'-!al continued with l07U'J'fl Mortar Btry and Co B 
helilifted from LZ \flili'N cOI!lmencing at 0630H to LPH-2. At 0930H-cthc units 
from LZ EAGLE were he1iliftod to LPH-2 excert for Co A and provisional rifle 
platoon "'ho wore lifted to Bench BLUE to be moved by landing craft to assiBm,d 
shippinge" DF.r.KHOIJSF. 111, P}fJiSE I, terminated at 1518H. 

6. Results 

(1) Tho following is an assessment of VC personnol casualties in­
flicted by BL'I' 1-26: 

VC KIA POSSmLE 10 

VC WIA CONFIRMED 1 

VC WIA POSSIBLE 14 

(2) The following is a compilation of enew,y equip~ent and material 
destroyed by BLT 1-26. 

Huts 32 

.I\P Mine 1 

Black Pajamas (scts) 4 

Rice (lbs) 45 

Punj i Sb.kes (Bundles) 8 

Medicnl Kit 1 

Fishing boat 25' 1 

Tractor (NF on front) 1 

IHAl Air Travel Device 1 
./ 
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Crutches CPr) 3 

Assortod Documents 

Assortod Bandages 

b. Friendly: 

- (1) Casualties sustained by BLT 1-26 are summarized below: 

(a) Killod in Action - 1 

1 Gunshot - 1 

(b) Wounded in Action - 7 

1 Shraprlel - 6 

,LGunshot - 1 

(0) Non-Dn.ttle Casu:'l.lties - 16 

l Injuries - 9 

2 Snakebite - 1 

~ I~mersion foot - 1 

2. Niscellaneous - 4 
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TflF h) to Enclosure (1) {\Pera.t:\on Overlay for 

D~CKHOUSE 111, Phase I 

-. Ref'l ¥.a.ps: AMS L701 6442 
. .AMS J,701 ,~~?-

.Al1S L701 6542 
AMS L701 6543 

o I ... II..J 

I , (1 : 50 • 000 S Xa BINH GIA 
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3121 
2 September 1966 

REPORT OF DEmHOUSE',:rl t PHASE II/OPERATION TOLEDO 
-" ,., ..... -.... -._ .. 

• 't, • 

1. ~...Qr~~.2!!" Rel!i~ined the B.oI.me as for DECKHOUSE III, PHASE' 
I except for the detachment of the 1st ANGLICO NGF spot Teams. See 
enclosure (1)-. ,'-

.... . .' 

2. , Jntellige~ 

a. Terrain: The area of operations is chnracterized,py a brush 
a~d swamp-covered plain. Numerous levees and dikes varying two to 
three feet in height ere located throughout t.he lowland areas. tsany, 
st~Dams ~nd swamps bnck this beach area. Most streams have steep banks 
and low natural levees. Two large rivers located in this ar.ea are the 
RACH SONG CAl and SONG BA DAP. Both flowing seaward and converging at 
coordinates is 585575. Lowland areaa are mostly flooded June through 
December and make trafficability poor for ground troops. Vegetation 
is thic.k secondnry brush, with heavy swamp grass~- A dirt roadparal­
lels the beach approximately 6 miles inland. , _. 

" , 

'b. 'Beach BEQ!:lli 

Location: Left Flank: 
Beach Center: 
Right Flank: 

IS 662580 
IS 664580 
IS 613580 

. ,.-. 
.. 

~ength and Usable Lena~: 1100 lieters. Beach BROWN is a slightly 
concave shaped beach terminated on 'the right flank (East) by a rocky 
point. Numerous rocks extend out from this point and into the surf. 
Bench is terminated on the left flonk'(West) by a less defined sandy 
point. All beach area us~ble. 

~.2ach \"idtl.!: 70-100 yards (LW to HW) 

Beach Gradients: 1 on 30 to 1 on 45LWto HW 
1 on 10 to 1 on 20 HW Zone 

~ach APEroa~Q: Nearahore'approachpartially obstructed by partly 
drying shoals as far as l5NM off beach center. 

SU!f and Tidal~.E$!: Surf 4' or greater can be expected to occur 
~ of: the time in winter, 8% in spring, 2~ in summer, l~ in fall. 
Tidal range 8 .. 5' springs. " . - .-'. 

Material and Firmness:· ,Sand. 
ikicks on right flank:-

, , 

Firm in wetted areas, sof~ where dry. 

Terra~n Immediately Be~th~.~~nc~: Beach backed by'partlybrush 
cqvered dunes which extend inland for approx 600 yards. Dunes in turn 
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bucked by dense vegetation which extends well into the hinterland. 

Exits Inland: 

a. For 'l'roops. Exit directly across the beach to unimproved 
dirt road which lends inland from village at right flank. 

b. For Wheeled Vehicles. Exit at right flank to unimproved dirt 
road. MattinG will probably be required when crossing dry benchsnnd. 

e. For Tracked Vehicles. Exit for tra~ked vehicleG same as for 
wheeled vehicles. 

cl~ Pre-D-day Intelligence indicnted elements of the 5th VC Divi­
sion were operating in Phuoc Tuy Province. On 10 and 11 August ele­
ments of the 274th VC Regiment attacked Phu Hy (YS 2574) withdrawing 
eastward to vicinity YS 5388. The 275th VC Regt wi thc.r6\o/ east and 
northeast following the 18th of August attack on the Australian Ta3k 
Force at YS 4967. The 860th Bn is n locnl force unit and has operated 
with the 274th and 275th reGiments. It is believed that a good per­
centage of the 5th VC Division is composed of North Vietnamese Army 
personnel. The NVA 721st Anti-Aircraft Company has been infiltrating 
from the Cambodian border area for the past few months and are inter­
grating with 5th Division units. 

e. Order of Battle in AOA: 

(1) U/I VC Plat 
u/r VC COClpany 
U/I VC.Plat 
U/I VC Plat 
u/r VC Company 

YS 651645 
YS 6461 
YS 6067 
YS 5763 
YS 5568 

(2) On 20Aug66 SPAR reports placed the OP or elements of 
the 274th Regt at coordinateG YS 530880. 

(3) On 2lAug66 SPAR reports placed the CF or elements of 
the 275th Regt at coordinates 530720. 

(4) No sUbstantial contact was made with the enemy or units 
named above. The enemy exhibited the ability to evade contact and to 
exfiltrate the area of operations. 

3. Mission. SLF Frag Order #l for DECKHOUSE III, PHASE II assigned 
BLT 1-26 Uie following mission: 

. "Conduct waterborne and helicopterborne amphibious assault at H 
and L hours over Beach GREEN and into designated landing zones to at­
tack and seize LF objs, to conduct search and destroy operations and 
to establish blocking positions in.northwest portion of AOA". 
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4. £~;:pt of 0Jlcrations 
,.... ..' 

a~ . Land Co D in LZ DOVE at L-hour to attack and seize LF Obj 2; 
conduct 56-arch and destroy r.lissions or order. 

b. Land Co B.and Co A in LZ HAWK to attack and seize LF Objs 3 
and 4 and establish blocking positions at th0se objectives. 

c. LandCo C over Beach GREEN by LVT to attack and seize LF Obj 
1; conduct search and destroymissions.on order; act as BLT Reserve/ 
Reaction Force.·· .. 

d. Land l07mm Mortar Btry at LZ HAWK and move to design~ted 
firine positions; land Btry A at Beach BROWN and move by Army CH-47 
helicopter to vicinity of LZ HAWK • 

.5. ~ution. 

a. D-day-22 August 1966. 

(1) The lnnding commenced at H-hour, 0800H, with Co C landing 
ever Beach GR1~1{ by LVTP-5 and Co D being landed by helicopter at L-hour, 
o830H, in LZ DOVE. Co B was helilifted to LZ HA¥~ commencing at 0915H 
and Co A, H&S Co (-), 8lmm Hortar Pl t and the l07mm Mortar Btry were 
helilifted in trace of Co B. Btry A and Shore Party landed over Beach 
BROWN by landing craft.. Btry k was helilifted from Beach BROWN ·to 
vicinity of LZ HA~( at YS 697653 by CH-47 Arrnyhelicopters where firing 
positions were established. l07mm Mortar Btry w~s prepared to fire 
missions at 1130H.. ~ PIt, Division and Force Recon Plts w~re landed 
in LZ HAWK to provido BLT CP securitya.nc.1. execute other missions. as 
directed. HT PIt and Tank Plt were landed in LZ HAVJK and assigned as 
provisional rifle pIts to l07mrn Mortar Btry and Btry A respectively_ 

(2) Co C landed en Beach GREEN and swept to the west and 
secured LF Obj I and Beach BROWN. There was no enemy contact. Co C 
was assigned. the mission of BLT Reserve/Reaction Force and was also 
given the mission of conducting lir.lited search and destroy operations • 

. At 1645H a Co C patrol fired on 2 VC atYS 676604.and killed 1 VC and 
captured 1 eKC semi-automatic rifle and 30 rounds of azpmuniticn. 

. (3) C9 D secured LZ DOVE by 0900H and COl:l'llenced the attack 
on LF obj 2 at 0910H •. At 1100Hcontact was ~~de with an unknown 
number of ve. The Co was hit from the rear and sides by sniper fire 
and one t:1ortar round at YS 642657. Fire was returned and VC broke 
contact and ~oved in a northerlydi~ection. Trails of blood indicated 
3 (probable) or more VC WIA. At l145HCo D secured LF obj' 2. ·Patrols 
were sent out to search the tree linas on both sides of road after 
firing 8 rounds of 60mrn l-tortar HE. At 1306H and 1400H small arIlls fire 
was reoeived from the vicinity of YS 618654 andYS 618643. A close 
air strike was delivered with.unknown results. 
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(4) At l225H Co B cOlnl:lenced attock on L1' obj 3 froG] LZ 

HAWK. Co B made contact with a VC column of 8 vc at YS 611678. It 
received au estimated 50 rounds of small arms fire. The VC retreated 
west around a grove of trees. Co B called NGF on target •. Results 
are unknown. 

(5) At 1433H CoA commenced attack on LF obj 4. No contact 
with enemy was made and LF obj 4 was secured at 2000H. 

(6) At l800H Force Recon Plt WlS helilifted to YS 616582 
to concluct surveillance of the area. " 

(7) At 2000H all companies had established defensive perim­
eters; set ambu&hes and dispatched night patrols. The units were lo­
cated at the following positions; 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e)' 
(f) 
(g) 

BLT CP - YS 648700 
Co A - YS 617719 
Co B - YS 626696 
Co c - YS 675585 
Co D -Y8 629652 
Btry A - Y8 653697 
l07mm Mortar Btry - Y5 646705 

, "(8) During the night Cos Band D received sca.ttered Sr.1all 
arr.1S fire but no significant contact with the eneruy. Artillery, Mortars 
and Naval Gunfire Support Ships fired registration and H and I fires 
throughout the night. 

b. D+l - 23 August 1966.' 

(1) At first light Cos A, C and D continued search and destroy 
operations. Co B continued advancing toward LF obj 3. At 0930H Beach 
BROlIN ",ns closed and Shore P<~rty returned to the USS THOHASTON. The 
.Amtrac plt returned to the USS VANCOUVER then was helilifted to LZ HAWK 
at l300H to act as a provisional rifle pIt for the BLT CPo 

(2) At 1220H Co D sighted 4 VO at YS 627642 but w~s unable 
to make contact. At l253H Co B discover~d a bunker complex (75) at 
YS 596677. Miscellaneous sUPfclies were found. Co B was ordered to 
continue investigation and destruction of the complex. Co D was ordered 
to move through Co B and continue the attack to seize LF obj 3 and 
establish'a blocking position. 

(3) At 1640H Co A cnptured 1 VCS at YS 609738. The captive 
was evacuated to LZ HAWK where the Army ITT team determined that the 
suspect was a VC~ The captive was turned over to the District Chief. 

(4) The Force Recon Plt was extract~d at YS 604594 at 1730H 
and the Division Recon PIt was inserted at YS 712633. 
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(5) A Co C p~trol locutedan ab~ndoncd pIt bivouac site at 

YS 629594 at 1130H. At 1355H the sane p'1trol car.'le upon a group of 6 
abandoned foxholes facing cast at YS 624597. One unidentified Qan was 
obs~rved escaping west. 

(6) Co 13 continued its investigation of the bunker cor:Jplex. 
Bunkers were in v~riou6 stages of construction ~nd sleeping racks were 
found for in excess of 200 men. Bunkers were of various types and sizes. 
Some w~re trench lines uncovered. However, most were trenches (6 1 x 3') 
with the middle 3 feet covered with logs and dirt to a thickness of 2 to 
3 feet. The. trenches were 5 feet deep •. Some bunkers had caves 4' square 
dug in the side. Sleeping racks for 3 men were near each bunker. Sleep­
ing areas included harn~ock poles, cloth~s rack, fireplace, food racks and 
rnosquitonet supports. One area had sleeping racks cover~d with thatched 
roofs and tables for eating. Possibly it W~6 an offic~rs area. It was 
estimated that a plt occupied this a.rea the night before and n company 
within previous 4 days. Items found in this area included 200 Ibs. of 
~ice, cooking utensils, small amounts of medical supplies, white jack~ts, 
maroon shirts, bloody band~ges, tooth brushes, 2 ponchos, desks, text-· 
boc,ks f U. S. type survivai kit and mc,sqtiito netting. 

(7) All units established defensive perimeters by 2000H, 
dispatched p.:1trols a.nd at.Jbushes and w-:-re located as follows: 

(a) Co A - YS 615728 
(b) Co B - YS 593678 
(c) ·Co C - YS 675585 
(d) Co D - YS 621677 

,NOTE: Other units did not change. 

(8) During the·night small arms fire was r~ceived by Cos 
A, Band D. Co A suffered 2 WIA. Co B discovered an estimated VC pIt 
moving near the COQP3ny perimeter. Artillery fire was called. 1 VC 
WIA was confirmed. At 2319H the Division Recan Plt rerortcd an estimated 
VC comp~ny at YS 712633. The enemy h~d not observed the RecoD PIt. 
Artillery fires were c~11ed and the VC dispersed. Results of the sup­
porting fires are unknown. 

c. D+2 - 24 August 1966. 

(1) Division Recon PIt continued to· call fire on the suspected 
VC unit in their area. 2 WIA (confirr.1ed) at Ol30H. A Co B patrol engaged 
an estimated pIt sized VC unit at YS 595681. ·Artillery ~as called and 
screams were heard froQ that direction •. The VC broke contact and moved 
off to the north. At 0625H Co D received an estimated 20 rounds of 
Sniper fire and what appeared to be an incoming mortar .round to its 
front. Co D fired 6 rounds of 600m Mortar HE in area and then searched 
the area with negative results except for discovering a VC type· claymore 
mine and 5 U. S. type butterfly bombs. Co D received 3 WIA. 
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(2) At 0200H Co B heard voices in vicinity of Y5 593684. 

Artillery was requested with unknown r~sults. At 0230U Co B heard 

an estim.:l.tecl plt sized force near edge of jungle at YS 592682. . NGF 

was r~quested nne screams were heard. Results w~re unknown. At 

0830H a patrol from Co B investigated and found no blood or other 

evidence but found freshly cut trails and fields of fire running 

eOost-\-/..;)st froo Y8 592682. Co A received an estimated 50 rounds of 

-small arms fire from vicinity of YS 616729. Artillery was requested. 

Results of fire nre unknown. 

(3) fit 0950H a Co C patrol l!\9.de contact with 1 VC. The VC 

-thre\-I an explosive hand device that re::;ulted in 3 \HA for Co C. A Co 

C patrol received estimated 40 rounds of small arms fire in viCinity of 

obj 2. The fire was returned and the enemy broke contnct a~d fled.to 

scuthwest. 

(4) At l530H Co D discover0d and destroyed 3 huts with anti-

,U~ S. literature. At 1600H Co D sighted 2 VC who fled into jungle. 

It discovered 4 more huts and 1 ton of rice in storuge house at YS 

590673. It also found more anti-U. S. documents, food and household 

tools. All d _'strayed by fire except papers. 100 meters down the trail 

Co D discovered 3 huts, cne of which was a first aid staticn. Hot 

water was still on the stove. Medical supplies such as sulfa, penicillin 

and bandages was found. Bloody bandages we-(e also found. Buildings 

and sup~lies w~re destroyed by fire. 

(5) Patrolling continued throughtout the day. At 1200H 

BLT 1/26 ch~pped to IIFFORCEV in Support of Operation TOLEDO. Co B 

continued irivestigating and destroying the bunker complex. Total 

number of bunkers had reached 225. 

(6) The Divifrion RGcon PIt was extracted by helicopter at 

1700H at Y8 734642 and returned to LZ HAWK. Co D ~ncount€)red thick 

jungle Rnd SW3,-P area in ooving toward LF obj 3. As a result it held 

up about 1000 meters short of the obj. 

(7) Units establish0d defensive perimeters, dispatched patrols 

and ambushes. As of 2000H units were located as folloWS: 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
.(d) 
NOTE: 

Co A - YS 615728 
Co B - YS 594676 
Co c - YS 672585 
Co D - YS 576670 

Other units did not change. 

(8) During the night each company sent out 2 patrols and 

set 2 ambushes. No l:,.:>rd contac.t made prior to 2400H. Units continued 

to receive light sniper fire and supporting armswe~e used extensively 

by all units. Supporting nrmsfired H nnd I fires throughout night. 
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--~~- 25 August 1966 'e" 
(I) A Co B reoon patrol'reported be;i.ng ,~urrouI1ded at. OIOOH. 

Artillery was requested and contact W)S broken • 

. (2) Co D continued moving on LF obj 3 and secured it at 0750H. 
Due to thick canopy nnc1 underbrush it required an aerial spotter to fix 
Co D's position. At 0755H Co D discovered a hut c0ntaining an estimated 
(000 50' rolls of plastic used for ponchos or ground sheets. It was de­
stre-yed by 3.5 WP rockets. Hatc)'i:tl was manufncturod in Japan. At 
0805H Co D fired on 2 VC who fled and· discovered a 3 hut complex at 
YS 576675 with a dispensary and 2 warehouse huts. This conplex contained 
lYz tons of rice, documents, 1 dozen Chinese r.Jade grenades,. 1 small home 
made rifle with 100 rounds of ammunition, 5 u. S. type butterfly bombs, 
5 smll mines, 125 flashlight batt~ries, 5 pigs, 12 chickens,lO type­
~~iter ribbons, a set of b&rber.tools, 5 gallon can of gas, 2 small cans 
of oil, 4 bags of salt and 2 slaughtered hogs. All huts a.nd their con­
tents were d~stroyed. 

. '(3)' Co B continued d2struction of bunker cooplex. Patr~l 
returned at I600H to report they had destroyed a clothing factory, )'2 
ton of rice nnd 5 bunkers. Documents and 13 57rnm rounds returned to 
company area. The 57mm r,)unds were destroyed. At l1l5H at YS 589678 
a patrol discovered 87 white jackets, 65 VC gas masks, 7 U. S. field 
jackets, 40 U. S. Army sheots, an~ 1 U. S. gas mask. All were destroyed 
except 1 VC gas Bask. 

. (4) Co C putX'o1 encountared a village at 1745H at YS 613592 
consisting of 4 huts with bunkers underneath which were old und unused 
for several r.lOnths. There ... /ere 4 punji pits 10eD-ted around village .. 
The buildings and punjl: traps destroyed. 

(5) . After crossing the river on a fo)t bridge at YS 574675 
Co D reported a suspected r.:inefield at YS 566678. After invostigation 
only 'three makeshift mines' were found made frmll 8lnm Hortar rounds. . 
They were destroyed in place. 

'·(6) CQ A reported observing 7 I:Ien in black run into cave at 
155CH at YS 607738 •. Local woman said they were VC. No men present in 
villnge. 

(7) COI:lpanies established defensive perimeters and sent cut 
night patrols and aobushes. Units were locnted as follows: 

{a)' ·Co A ..:. YS 615728 
(b) Co B - YS 594676 
(e) Co C - YS 672585 
(d) Co D - YS 563680 
NOTE: other units did not change. 

(8) There was no eneny contact prior to 24ooH. 
arms fired H and I fires throughout evening. 
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e. D+4 - 26 Au~ust 1966. 

·(1) During the ~orning units continued with search and 

destroy r.lissions. No contnct "las made. At 08l6H n Co C patrol located 

a cq.che of 100 30 lb. bags of salt stored on a platful'o at YS 602585 

covered with plastic sh·::eting and tin.;> A bunker and trench line nearby. 

All were destroyed. At 0850H at Y8 605585 a Co C patrol received a hand 

thrown explosive device. Shrapnel inflicted superficial wounds on loan. 

The VC fled and the pntro1 lost contact. . 

(2) Co B patrol discovered and destroyed n cache of rice at 

1725H at YS 591668. Co D patrol discovered an English-tnn.de tractor in 

good condition at 0950H at 18 557677. In the sru!Je area were 2 hutsnnd 

1 butterfly bo[;]b. 50 neters away ~las n Massey-Ferguson trailer 10 ft 

long made of steel. All items were destroyed. Another Co D patrol 

discovered 4 huts at 1415H at Y8 565670. Three oxcarts, a few cans of 

C-rations, 15 Ibs of salt, tunnels and fresh footrrints w~re in the area. 

The same patrol located 10 huts at YS 563605. Huts were destroyed by 

fire. A Co D patrol loc.:~ted. c:lche of 3 tons of rice and 3 tons of \'Jheat 

at lOOOH 6t Y3 555680. At l005H at YS 591671 a cQQP~ny size base camp 

was c1.iscover·~d by a Co B patrol. Er:lpty r:ledicalcontainers of anpheramine, 

ca1chi..m seryr:1, glucose, gastral sedative, steptomysin and 3 full bottles 

of an unknown medecine. There were cooking utensils, 0. bunsen burner, 

sterilizer,782 saar, 1 carbine !!lagazine and some clothing. 

(3) At 1400H Co C (-) was helilifted to L2, 0\'lL to conduct 

s~arch and destroy operations in a southerly direction. Co B was 

designated BLT Reserve/Reaction Force •. The 3rd Plt of Co C was operating 

with Force Recon Plt when it disc<.'vered and destroyed an abandoned village 

at -Y8 604584. 

(4) Co A captured 16 VCS at Y3 707739 and evacuated ther:1 to 

LZ HAltll( for interro!3&tion •. A pntrol froD Co B r.lnde contact with 4 VC . 

at YS 589666 at l200H. Results were 1 VC KIA and 1 VC wOr.lan captured 

ano evacuated to LZ HAWK. She was arr.led with a grenade when captured. 

~wo semi-automatic rifles were captured. 

(5) Units established defensive perimeters and sent out 

patrols and aobushes. Units were located as follows: 

arms 

(a) Co A - YS 615728 
(b) Co B - YS 594676 
(c) Co c - YS 764733 
(d) . Co D - YS 563680 
(e) 3rd Plt, Co C and Ferce Recon PIt - YS 602580 
Note: Other units did not change •. 

(6) No contact w~s nade with cneny during night. Supporting 

fired H and I throughout the night. 
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, :r, Pt5 27 August 1966. 
" ' 

'. . . • .... ,J •• 

: . '(1) During the r.Iorning all units closed 'on their respective 
OP's.At, l220H Co C w~s helilifted back to Beach GREEN. At l600H Co B 
was helilifted to the USS IWO JI¥~ (LPH-2). Co B continued as the liLT 
Reserve/Rea~tion Force. 

, " ,'(2) At ,lOOoH3rd 'Plt Co C with Forc~ Becon ,Plt r~turned to 
village at YS 602585 destroyed 26Aug66 and discovered ~ store of ap­
proximntely20 gal of kerosene; ,asBor;t;ed clothing" 45 rounds of foreisn 
make ru!lr.lO and 25 rounds of .45 cal.. einnlunition. Co A was ordered to 
move to an area across the river included in expanded AO. Due to heavy 
jungle, underbrush and rain it was unable to cross river. ' 

; .... " . 

. (3) Units ashore established defenSive perimeters and Bent 
out patrols and aobushes. Units were lo~~tedas'follows: 

(a) ,Co A -'YS 589705 
(b) Co B - USS IWO JlMA (LPH-2) 
(c) ,Co C - YS 675585 ' 
(d) 00 D - YS '563680' 

(4) No contact was made during the night except for 3 
eXplosions near 107m Mort",r Btry believed to be incol!ling mortar r'unds 
but later determined to be Chinese Olayrnoreoines that had been enplaced 
during a heavy rain storm. One WIA and two tires blown on 1 HO\oJTAR. 
Heavy, sand bassing prevented,oore casualties. 

g. ' ~6 - 28 August 1966. 

'. '~;' " ',~ (i) At 0740H Co A 'se~~ed tz CANARY. Due to swollen river 
stream foot bridge needed to cross was 4 feet~nder wnter. Atl300H 
00 A was lifted forn LZ CANJ\RY to LZ HAWK rind "-integrated into defensive 
perimeter at that position. Cos 0 and D sent ('tt search and destroy 
patrols. Co 0 sent ,2 plts along road leading t~')Obj 2,00 D sent two 
eeparQte plt-sized patrols ,into new section of AO that Co A was unable 
to move into because of a swollen river~ 

, (2) A Co C patrol detonate(-! a dne at 1205H at YS 650603. 
The same patrol made contact with 6 VC at 1228H. ' A fire fight ensued 
as patrol pursued VO. The VC fell back to prepared positions and de­
livered heavy fire. ~e patrol kept contact with the VC' ior over 1000 
meters as they withdrew to east from initial contact point.,NGF and 
aerial observers were in suvport but a he3vy rainsto~~ assisted the VC 
in breaking contact. Results of this engagement were "friendly KIA, 

·.;9 friendly \~IA and no enemy KIA or VIlA that could be, cQ~imed. 

(3) Co D p."ltrol located 3 huts at YS 566696 at 'l3QOH with 
500 lbs of rice. Destroyed huts and rice. Another Co D patrol located 
a VC training canp at'yS 555693 at 1610H. It consisted of 18 huts with 
a hospital well stocked with medicine. It also ineluded a bakery hut, 
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a 4O-man classroom, 1 rifle rack capable of holding ~O rifles, 500 
lbs. of rice, 100 Ibs. of flour, assorted clotp~ng, fish, chickens, 
household tools, 30 tops to U. S. butterfly bombs and lout used as 
a jail. One 5 gal bucket was booby trapped. When it was blown with 
demolitions it made a hole 10' deep and cleared an area 100' around. 
There was a large amount of basket work in this village. Items of 
interest were a training schedule dated 26May66 and a menu for the . 
school. Some training manuals were dated 1966. Items of intelligence 
value were evacuated to the SLF and the remainder were destroyed. 

(4) All urlitsashore established defensive perimeters. 
Patrols and ambushes were sent out. Units were loc~ted as follows: 

. (a) Co A - YS 645?00 
(b) .Co B - USS IWO JlMA 
(e) CoC - YS 675585 
(d) Co D - YS 563680 
Note: Other units did not change. 

(5) At 22l0H the lO?mm Mortar Btry received 6 HE incoming 
rounds of unknown type. A Co A listening post received a shotgun 
blast that re~ulted in 1 friendly WIA atYS 652702. There was no other 
contact during the night. 

h. D+? - 29 August 1966.· 

(1) The withdr.n.1r/al continued with Co D lifted comnencing 
at 07l0H from LZ WREN to USS IWO JlttlA (LPH-2). All elements of Co D 
were clear of LZ WREN by o828H. Commencing at 0830H H&S Co (-) was 
helilifted from LZ HAWK to USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2). At 0930H CH-4? Army 
helicopters commenced lifting Btry A to Beach GREEN where it was loaded 
aboard landing craft for return to USS TaOMASTON (LSD-28). At lOOOH 
the 10?mm Mortar Btry was lifted back to USS IWO JlMA (LPH-2). The 

_ lift was completed at llOOH. At 1130H Co h was helilifted back to 
. Beach GREEN for return by landing craft to USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2). 
Co A received sniper fir~ while holding perimeter for H&S Co (-) to 
be helilifted. There ~~re no c&sua1ties. Shore Party and elements of 
Co C returned to assigned shipping lenving 3 LVT's and 1 pIt from Co C 
on Beach GREEN as security for the Dmr~ which had been left on the 

.. beach when.an LCM-6 sank. At 1600H nll'equipment and personnel were 
: aboard assigned shipping. D:Er:KHOUSE III, PHhSE II/Operation TOLEDO 

terminated at l630H.· . 

. , 6~ Results 

a •. Enemy 

(1) The foliowir~ is an assessment of VC personnel casu­
alties inflicted by BLT 1/26. 

r.· ..... -:", . 
VC KIA BODY COUNT 2 
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VC WIA POSSIBLE 6 
VCS CAPTIVE 3 

(, 
(2) The following is a compilation of enemy equipment and 

material captured and/or destroyed by BLT 1/26: 

(a) Ordnance, \~eaprns and Individual ~uipment. 

Item Amount 

CD.rbine, 7.62nm;,Chi·com, Type 53 4. 
S~~ll arms i\mmunition 7.62 130 rounds 
Cartridge Belt 1 

.. , Individual Pack 1 
AT lune 2 
US Survival Kit 1 
Booby Trap . , 3 
57mm RR Ammunition 14 rounds 
Grenade, Chicom Wooden Handle 12 
8lmm Hortar Ammunition 4 rounds 

C 60rnm Hortar l:..mmuni tion 2 rounds 
Gask l.fask (NV/.) 65 
Gas Mask (US) 1 

" 

I 

~ (b) ~F3Eit!)ls2 DisEonsl~r:i es! Medical and Sur~ic~l 
,SuEP1ies. 

Item Amount 

Medical Supplies ABsorted 
Dispensary 1 

( 
( (cJ Food and Clothin~ 

t Item Amount -
~eat 
~ce . 8.1 ;g~ 

White Jackets 87 
Maroon Shirt 6 
Clothing Factory 1 
Lard 28 gallons 
Salt in 25 pound bags . 139 bags 
Slaughter.::d Hogs 4 
Soy Bea.n Oil 10 gallons 
Flour 30 pounds 
Field Jacket ? 

(d) Ccnstructic:n ~b terial and Shelters. 
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Item 

Bunkers 
Cement in 80 l,ound bags 
Huts (Avg 8' x 10') 

(e) Documents 

Item 

Document (assorted) 

(f) EQ!! 

Item 

Oil 
Keroseno 

(g) Miscellaneous 

Cooking Utensils 
Flashlight futteries 
Plastic Rolls, 4' X 20' 
Tractor . 
Trailer 

Amount 

327 
10 bags 
58 

Amount 

75 pounds 

Amount 

9 gallons 
100 gallons 

Amount . 
Assorted 
150 

2000 rolls 
,1 
1 

(1) Casualtie~ sustained by BLT 1/26 are summarized below: 

(a) Killed in action - 3 

.! Gunshot-3 

,(b) Wounded in Action .. 25 

1 Shrapnel - 22 
~ Phosphorous burns - 3 

(c) Non-battle Casualties - 42 

1 Heat - 9 
g Miscellaneous - 33 
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TAB (e.1 to F:rielosll~'e (2) .ration Overlay f.or 

for DECKHOTTSE III, Phase II/Operation 

Ref: 
TOLF-no () 11\\ H 

Vaps: AMS 
AJVlS 
A.1v1S 
.AJV.s 
AMS 

L701 
L701 
L701 
L701 
L701 

,.." 

fi1g:J 
trJ P 
L'2j 0 
z::a 

6442 I, 
6442 II, 
644, II, 
6542 IV, 
654, III, 

\j 

~ 
~ 
>-.\ 
C) 
~~ 

( h50,OOO) Xh BINH GIlt 
(1:50 ,000) Xl .. PHlJOe THO 
(1:50,000) Xl>. Tf-iUA-TICH 
(1:50,000) i.P BIW-rl-CHi.U 
(1:50,000) 'l'.li.N TJ.O 

\ 
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./ 
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\ 
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MARINE HEDIUH HELICOPTER SQUADROfJ 36) 
Marine Aircl":lft Group 15 (Rein) 

9th .Harwe Amphibious Briv,ade-
FPO ~ San l"rancisco il 96602 

J~ yJHG~fe 
1480 
1 September 1966 

From~ 
Tog 

Subj~ 

Ref: 

Corr:!!landil1f, Officer 
Commanderg Special Landing Force 

After Exercise Repor'~v Operation Deckhouse III, submission of 

(a) Annex U to Operation Order 328~67 

Enol: (l)~Chronology of Sip,nificant Eventa 
(2)~rational Discrepancies 
(3)~tatistioal Summary 

l.. In accordance l.fith reference (a) 0 enclosures (1») (2) and (3) are 
submitted" 

,. 

~.-~~~ ------- ~~ __ ~ ____ ~~_---___ R~ejDs~ __ ~-__ a_A~) _____ ~J 
I III 1.11111111111 
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CHRONOLCGY OF SIGNIfICANT EVt:NTS 

( . 1.6 Aru!1li2.L1966 

C~' 

Sixteen Hl"lM~ ,63 aircraft launched at 0R50H to transport assault troops (j; 

lstBn" 26th Harinas from the U,S"So !\-!o Jima to shore., The initial strJ.ke 

zOfles. code n:<mro "BJuehu'd'l at coordinates YSR9576!.1· and "Canary" at coordi.= 

nP..tes YS R69739. lmre prepped by nav'll g;Jnfire and U~ S~ Air Force f~ltj~'sv 

Two Klondike !~unship5 provl.ded escort tor the. strike Hhile a third Klondike 

slick acted as Playooy TACA c. }Io enemy fiTe was encountered th.t"ou~hou.t the. 

str~ke, 

T\.;o aircr~rt la·,mched early in the afternoon tv tr!'\nsport the SLF ashore 

tor a beach insp:;ction< Upon cQrnple'tion of the inspectior.~ twelve aircraft 

launched f:rom the LPH_2 to transport. W',S Company and external cargo to Ll 

Eagle at coordinates YS 822'715 t.hlCh ' .. as nml occupied by advance CP G-.coup per= 

sonneI-. The lift was completed after fi\'e trips and no enemy fire 1<faS E;!lCQun= 

tered·, 

Direct support and moo ev;j,c nissions .\-Jere flo'wll by squadro~l aircrA.ft fOT 

the remainder of the day Tlfith no aneyuy fira encountered, 

. 
11 Allf!P,S~ ~ 

l-ttis'i; missions !'lOW!l during the day were direct support and med evao missions 

ror 1/26~ 

Two aircraft, after delivering supplies to YS M77)0 ~ picked I).p 2 hea'\'!;. 

casnal ties and then proceeded to 1S f11669L Five U 0 ~ 0 'W'lA were picked up frem 

this zone ~nd the airc~aft returned to the shipQ Two additional med ev~e3 were 

lifted in the aft,ern()on from YS ?997?3 tD the LPHc,2 e 

C Ei~ht aircraft laur.ched from the LFH=2 at 1435H to U Canary (YS 864?)9L 

'l'roops and equirr.nen~ of GLna1'18t' "B" were then lifted to a new location at LL. 

~/ren lYS AJ/:.797) '> SiT. trips Here required to complete the lift and na enemy 

fire was encountered .. 

At 1?26H, four aircraft launched from the LPH.,,2 to Ll EaPoIe (YS R?2?1;L 

A 24 man reeon party w~s insert~d at YS 7A??2; with no enemy fire reported~ 

Operations began this day with two airoraft launching from the LPH=2 to 

1Z r;agle~ After picking up 1 U~ S, WlAo the aircraft proceeded '~() L~ Wreno 

One additional WIA and 1 KIA were picked up and the aircraft returned to the 

ship~ 

At 1052H. six aircraft la'Jnched from the lJ'H_·2 to U Ear,le" Troop,~ and 

equipment of the l~'ft-lJ.i Btryo "/ere then lifted to a new location at U \"Iren, 

The lifJ'(, was completed at 1452H with no enemy f1re enco'.mtered,. 

1 
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~. Squ'ldron airCl'::lft flew direct support missions the rema:i..nder of the da.y ( , 
'. and at l'7;).iIH" t .... o aircr"lf't ,'iere launched t(,~ conduc'c a bro~dcast: mission in 

C~ 

the Mqy Tao secro~ area o 

J,2 ... !E1"Jl,!iL.l9i& 

Three aircraft H;;re launched frem the illH~2 at 0'5t~SH to YS 752731 for a 
rec:on l'etl4 a.ctlon" P!'ioJ' to reachin;:; the pick .. ,up point" they we're advised 
that the patr('l w:;o pj.r.nerl do:~n by VC~ Hhj.le 2 Gunships f1c~-J cove!' for the 
patrol. tt!::,;! ll:i.l'cl",qft diverted to LZ Ear:le v,h;;!re they Here joi.Yll3d by two 
additi.(j!2g1 aE·~~r~f·~., ;:. r'eactlOn i'oz'ce ~',lS lifted t.o YS 7527310 but contact. 
had bMii b.·o::(,!n ,~w(l 't.ho", were retnrn·?d to LZ Eap;le,. The 24 Man recoll patrol 
W.!lS th3n r'~t!";:\ct;::d to Ji~ Barle \'n.tl'iOJt further incident'6 

If tel' re(.urniri€,; to the ship, 2 aircraft. rela.unched to Ll r.:~~le vlhere they 
plcked up GErmner 0i7- and tr!nd0 2. r'eC&'11 of LZ ~ s Ha,·jl~ and D, .. ve... One fi1'~d evac 
lU),S p:i.ol~~d up nt L~ Hal;lk and the airor;\ft returned to the ship after drcpp~.ng 
Glit,:mer Six at LZ i!::1.gle,. 

AT. ~912H. ten aircraft l<'H,nchCd from the LPH",2 to Ll Dove (YS ?7¢8¢A) 0 

Two hundred and tlwnt.y '(,',,0 troops of Gli:mner "C" W01'e Hfted to Blue Beach 
(15 825097) in throe trl.ps w:i.th 110 enemy fit's reported.> 

At 12~·~H 12 al.l4 craft launched from the LPH=2 to Ll Wren" TrlO hundred 
eighteen tro~r:s (if Glimmer II D': ,/ere lifted to the ship in t hra~ trip::; 0 

The remainder ..::>f the day' rras spCrlt in direct sUPP0rt arid r.led eVac missions 
for 1/26," 

At (:'\62(,H-l. 13 aircraf( launch~d frt)m t!>.e Lf'it",2 to Ll. Hren ·and colitmem;ed 
li.f't in!'; ·troOps anci equi!Y.'.eni of GILii!'~.~!'· :IE II and the H<.n·r;:.ar Btr;!o to t,he ship" 
Upen cel!'lpletin:,: this lift" the ni. ... cI'aft then proceeded ttJ Ll Bade ru'ld re­
tracted CP and I!;';:~ Co" personnel to the ship in fi;re t.rips, .. To complete r.he 
retr'\ction" Glir.:me~ nA /I .Tas t.h::)n hf'ted fro;l\ 12 Ea~le to Bl~.o Beach.. No enemy 
fire Wa,s reported for the :oet:"-<1.Ci:';'Ol"l which lasted thrOUf~hou'(. the morning .. 

2, AUr<'!,1st ] C)6,6. 

Operation Deckh01J.se III" Phase II." began 000 da.y aftor the first phase of 
Dec:khouse III had endooo One aircraft la'i.lnched early in the morning with 
Glimmer Su aboard to provide an area reeonfl and to later provide :jAR capa~ 
bi11ties for the assault troop lif't. from the U~S.S~ I...-o Ji;ua,~ 

Sixteen aircl"""f.'t participc1.ted in the initial strike from the lw~ Jima with 
the 1st Bno ~ 26th l{~rines., The troops of Delta. Company were lifted in two 
wa.ves into the initial strike zone a.t, coordinates YS 64564; .. code f'I.al1led "Jove", 
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• 
Bravo Comp;my ,,;tS then lifted tnto a second strike zone nt coorctinatss 
YS 6557¢2 c code n<'.med "Hawk!!, No enemy fire .. las encou.rlte~erl at either stn.;~e 
zone, 

Immediately ai'ter the strike \illS cOlilpleted. the atrcrart began flying 
direct suppor';,:" !:led CYac o and l1erial recon ml.ssions for the battalion fo-.;' the 
I'8l'!lainder of th~ day. 

'rHO ni:rcr;tft in.s~rted a t'Henty one man recon te;:)t:l from LZHawk in to 
eoordirtates y~ '5~5"j7!.. No enemy fire 'Has encountered~ 

2..1..A~.§j~~2. 

The majori. t:1 of the day's .flip,ht3 'Jere in direct suppor'~ of the 1st Bne c 
26th 1-1arinas" Ccnlb3:~ c~u·go was tran;:;ported from the U .. Sr, S" Iwv Jima i-\nd 
UuS"Su \TanC'-'t;v\~." ':'n:-,J the lIST area. at U Ha~.jk" Other direct suppor~ missions 
included aerbl recon flights and tlteci evacs" 

Two airel·aft w(.'re J.aunched to Xuyen Hec (YS 654685) with a civic actioN 
team" Aft,;l" :r-eO::UI'ninl,; to the J,PH~2v the two ail' craft launched again with 
liaison of.fi(:ors frO:~l::'l:e SLF and proceeded to thea 1st Australian T~sk ferce 
CP a.t YT 11-3.56,33 and -::.hen to the 1?3rd Airborne Brigade CP in the vicinity 
of coordj.natlJti :(,i' l;1}~5o The aircraf'::' the:1 returned t.o the LP!L2o 

Fo'ur a.ircl'::-.ft oscQrted by a Klondilt'3 r,unshipc retrac'tc-d a 22 nan recon 
team Il"C" cool"dinatcs i'S 60'(598 and raturn~d t.hem to LZ Hal-lk.. A 24ma.n racon 
team was then pl.cj~€d up at LZ. H'a"lk and inserted at coorMfI.a.teu YS 7136:;3" No 
enemy fire NR.:3 enco'.l.ntered" 

In addition to tho two Condition IV ni~ht mea eVMc'aircraft p four,airoraft· 
and Cl"evs .,.lerc pln.c~d 011 a ccmdition IV standby to provide lift capabilities 
for a react~on fo~ce on st~ndby ashor~ in the event a racon team previously 
inserted neeclt.d help,. 'the aircraft were not needed., 

Two aircraft la'll!"lched early in the morning to Glimmer itA" at coordinates 
YS 615724 "There tllO med ellacs were picked up and returned to the LPH';'2 .. ' The 
aircraf't then proceeded to Glil1rrner "Gil at coordinates IS 675585 to pick-up 
three ,addi tiClml ned evacs 0 llo enemy fire was encountered in ei the~ zone> 

Two aircr?.1't launched with a oiv10 action team for Xuyen 1'loc (YS 655685) c­

After returning to the LPH_2~ they were launched immedia~ely on a priority 
alllJftl) resupply to LZ Hawk 0 No enemy fire was enco'lJ1ltsred.., , 

Host ni~hts durinp; the d"lY were in direct support, of 1/26 carrying water 
and rations to the vnrious company positionsc ¥~ evac missions were als~ 
flown with ~o eneMY tire encountered on any flightQ 
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A 24 ]!Ian r'3C(')11 team ~Tas retract~d ~·Tithout incident. from YS 733642 by 
four aircr?tft. '1:;:) retm'ned to LZ Ha'.,:k. Escort for the retraction \-r..-\8 

provided by a ?:londike gunship" 

Most. of ).;1', '.u d!ly 1s missions ",,:;~ra direct. 5unport, fli7,hts of logist.ic carl:" 
for If/i)" '.:.., L;);', r,'ltj.ons p <i.no ap.ll"~O {-lera· lifted from the I.PIL2 and UoS.,So 
Vancolllrer tiw·~.t:~,~.,et tho d!1.y to HAil Co" at YS 615728 L nBn COo at YS 5746761» 
"ea CQ~ at Y:3 6::I'?18" I1DU Coo at YS 57I;.6P)~ and fk:;S Co" 2,t Ll Ha .. A'k" 

'l'wo air~~:·:n. pi~ked up three r.l(·;rl evacs at Gli;nme::o "Dll pasitio!'!. and one 
med eva.c frc:r. the GUlIilr.er ItBr. position and returl'led to LPH=2o No enemy fire 
was encm.lr.(.;.o ... ·F.-d thr·ough01.lt the daye. 

Resupplies of ~~:m,O" water f' rat. ions a.l"l.d fresh fruit were lifted throughout 
the day fron th,~ UH=2 and U~S~So V -"l1couve:r for all elements of 1st Bno {J 26th 
Marinas ashok'c., 1,l,.;ct ev(.lCS wer0 pic}~ed up from all positions except Glimmer IlB" 
during the d.~(,· '-'nd r.eturned to the shipo 

Twelve :1.:lI"~rnf" la:unched from the LPli..2 to IS 675588" rICh Comp:my was then 
transported Cl'G'l th3S~ coordinate~ .t.nto a st?'ike zone at coord:tnates i"S 732762 
without incidcn-c. ';hI·ee trips were required to complete the liN. and escort 
was provided. by (~londike Playboy. Just prJ-or 'co the strike o the zone was 
prepped by Nav31 Gunfire and ,Air Force F . ..4C~sQ 

Two aircrJ.ft la"ilnched from the LPK..,2 to YS 591667 and YS 59375, to pick=up 
VC prisoners", 1'h;) prisoner'S weX'e ret.urned to L.l Ha::;k and the aircraft returned 
to the shipo 

Three aircr~t't. inserted a 22 nl.;L'1 recon tea."l', from Ll Ha);k in!cC) YS 6055R¢o 
llo enemy fir& ')Ins encountel"'ed c 

2.U\1g.1!.$t 192i 

Ei?,ht ail"crAft. retri"!.c"ed troops of "Cil Company frollt U 0-,.,1 (YS 731757) to' 
Green Beach (IS 678r,85)o Four trips were required to conplete the lift with 
no enemy fire encourrtered r. 

Later in the afternocn o eight aircr~ft launched from the LPH-2 to coordi~ 
nates 15 ';97679 to retr!tct troops of "Bn C01~lpa!1Y to the UeS"S., 11010 Jim., .four 
additional airor2ft launched at this time t~ transfer 24 Amtrac personnel from 
LZ Hawk to the U.S,So Vancouver~ They then joined t.he initial troop retraotion" 
completing the lift L~ three trip3~ 

Two aircraft 1itted a section of 81r~ mortar pl~tOon from YS 67558R·to L4 
Ha.wi<:~ No en~ fire was encountered." 
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Routine resupply missions W0re flown throughout the (t~y without incidento 

(. 2~~6_ 
Routl.!'1e r~~'\lr;~"~"ly missions Here tlO'.ffl throughout the morning without any 

aircraft j.nCll,~"mt5, Four ~ed eVRCS were lifted from YS 6Y",615 and 1" Uo So 
KIA was lifted r"O;l\ -IS 6~~7602o All ;.,ere returned to the LPH .. 2t, 

Four ::lirCl' 'i ft lr,unched from the IJ'lL.2 to LZ Canary (YS 59871¢) where they 
were joined !~"? ;.'o',).!' aircraft diverted from resupply td.ssicns and began re~~ 
tr!l.cting ltk: C.,,'.'_I:t;lY to LZ Ha\Jko Si1~ of the <.d.l'craft completed the lift in 
six trips fITUJ. :- t.~!(.) ,-urcrai"t i'lere diverted after the first trip to GlimmerflC ft 

a.t YS 65!h6¢2 \):'1 U', w·~ergel1Cy resu~ply of bat>';'}0 dressingso The two aircraft 
then picked t:.p l. :{0 coo evacs at TS 61j·16z1 and returned thom t.o the ship" 

Two airm';ti't .£1C".-l an emergency res';};>pl:r of 1¢5;U-i ammo from the LPH=2 to 
LZ Hawk. Two tl'lpS h"ere l'equired to complete the resupply in very marginal 
weather 0 

Fifteen ::d.r(~I'art launched froti1 LP!LZ to" nep;in retr~cting all remaining 
elan.ents of IJi~ In,r 26th Marines still ashore., Delta Co" waS lifted from 
YS 5636e4 to t,l'\~ ;jhj:p in 2 tri'Pso E&S Coo from LZ H.t-n~c to the ship in 6 tripso 
and nAil COo v:tS lifted from 1Z Ha,1:ik to Red Beach (YS 620579) in two tripso 
One addit,ional aircraft providGd T}\CA for the lift which was completed by 
13~¢H" 

Administrative l'uns ware madG to the 1?3rd Airborne Brigade CP and 1st. 
Australian Task i'(J!'ce CP during the rer.l8.inder of tha da.y 0 Three U oS 0 KIA g s 
ware transferred to th~ 9Jrd EvaC11ation }l.ospit2.1 at Long Binh., In-ter.,ship C transfers of ca!'p;o a,'1d passengers Here also made .. 

One aircI"a.lt h:mched in the early evening to complett9 the operatioi'! by 
providing TACA for' salvage operations of, an LCM Hhich had capsized 50~ met,ers 
off BrOlffl Bea.ch", 
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OPBRATIONAL DISC!lBPANCJ.E§ 

Belicoptal" opei"ations wit.h the 1st Bn. o 26th }1arines on Operatior:.s 

DeckhollS0 I:&:I a'1d Operation Deckhouse II!, - Phase IIo were for the most 

p~rt i·;all ';.cC);-d~,n:1ted~ hO~lever 0 discrepancies did appeal' in the y,eneral 

a.reas of cO;:""w;nc~tionso zone seci.1rity and e};.-ternal (;;4rp,O loads<. 

an lie} i~optf!r comManders repeatedly h?-d difficulty reaching p;round 

units G.m'.~~,,; rC.3uj1Ply operations on de3ignated FM frequencieso even though 

toa helj.cc)'P~.Ol·S had bS(;ln requested by the ground units o and the unit is 

ground position established and secured. 

b.. Ei!d:t HS1' personnel ann one heavily lo~.ded mule for external pick ... 

up ~re~e all th~t H~re left for the last load during the retraction from 

Landing lone i.';utk on Operation .0ackhouse rrl~ 

Cu en bo~h op~rations external lo~ds were loaded to the excent tha~ 

the helicop';..(J;·s could !'lot bef,in to Ij.ft them from the 2ones ... 

a~ Groun1 units th~t have requested helicopters for their suppor~ 

should make an 1.::L'forts to 'contact the helicopters as soon as possible 

when the air:~!'n.i'i a.ppear oyer their positionQ Helicopter CO';!l111anders need 

to knOl'I int"oi':'!.:\tioo pertaining to wind direction o zone obstl"uctioml and 

zona security r:::"':or to landing'" Bxcept in ex.treme emel"~ency ~ pilots 'Will 

not land in ary ~one where ground to air radio contact has not been e5= 

tablished" 

bo All treop retractions should be planned and coordinated so that. as 

large a 5ecuri~y force as is possible will be the last load lifted from 

any zone" The size of this security force depends upon the nature of' the 

specific 20no~ BT.perience from past operations has proven that unless 

this is dcno~ undue jeopardy is placed upon any troops remaining in the 

zone and upon the helicopter cre~ao 

c~ Over .. lo.'lding extern:11s to be helo lifted does not expedite any 

retraction 0 The daily high density altituds and the confining nature of 

lIIost zones in ::louth Vietnmn proportionately red'uces the loads the heli­

copters are able to lift" It will ab,-ays prove more expeditious to pre­

pare lio:hter than normal loads tr.an loads that have to be torn down and 

prepared again ~ 

4,. gQnclvsiQn~ The aforementioned discrepancies are general in their 
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naturc o Thoy do hO'A'ev?r o affect the eff"ectiveness of the helicopter and 
its UGe jn l;o;nhHt op3rations in Vietr.aln" They also do not gene.rally 
reflect l,'<9 ccmO ... t readiness of any specific ground unit~ but do reflect 
a lack u' gcmera..l understanding of the helicopter and its ovel*-all ca.pa= 
bilit.i39 and U3t3 in thi.s lIar, All units using the helicopter for their 
direct uppor-c. on conb.?t operat.ions should l:1ake themselves allare of its 
USI:1S c :/.5 Ij,IlIl.t~t:ivnso and its br'o3.d area 'of capabilities~ The 1st Bno ~ 
26th Hrinc:<; hwn alre~dy SllO,-In a deepe'r insiR;h'" in helicopter operatj.ons 
than mmy of tl:~ir cOn-;~eii1pol'ary units \;ith longer service in Vietnam G but 
theBe ;erlaral nl'c:aa naad to be itlprovad upon to further increase this 
force r s eff e~ I:.i -vaness in comba:~<> 

2 

I III nil :IUIII 
DECLASSIFIED 

.t:nclosure (2) i, 
JEdt..J a) 



I' 
i 

i 
j 

~ 
;J 

" f 
\. , 

C' 

C' 

, . 
( , 

DATE -
J.6 AtG 
17 AUG 
18 AUG 
19 AUG 
2~ AUG 

TOTALS: 

22 AUG 
2; AUG 
24 AUi] 
25 ATJr 
26 A',Q 
27 !CiJ 
2~ :\tU 
2? AUG 

"OTALS~ 

CONBD1ED 
TOI'ALg 

j . ".- 'hi"";" h",- , 

~C:!'rI~::S --.-.' 

!f2~~ 
21" 
';9) 
Z"~9 
1·22 

15$1" 

J~65 
223 
216 
164 
231 
2":11• .IV 

181 
356 

2?/~ 
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STA1',ISTICAL STJNl,l;\HJ: 

OPi~P..ATION D!~C!\HOU3r; III ~ PHASE I _ .. __ .. , ._-------

lli C}JillQ....~.i§ ~ EVACS. FLT HOffi~ 

868 35,,7 :3 1¢306 
33) 11(6 l~ 49.2 
232 3lc,8 6 6102 
57$ 6,,3 6 5~)+ 

1¢S6 Z5~6 1 7507 

3189 1l1,,~ 26 34¢ol 

~'l'+ON DBC1<jiOl.}SE ~+II. = Pl!i§.E-Y 

1¢6!} 32.¢ 1.5 127", 
2l~, 2L6 :3 5802 
141 29 0 6 5 54o¢ 
lPlJ. 2¢o9 4 48",9 
321 25olj· ? 650'1 
482" ll.! 2 62 0 8 
2S!.f, 2202 18 4401 
832 19,,1 J 9;,,5 

3443 18109 57 557.,) 

6632 29209 8) 897,,4 
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