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- Subj: Submission of Command Chronolcjfgy for Task Group

TONITED STATES MARINE CORPS
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= e FPD, SAN FRANCISCO 986167~ 77T 7 INREPLY REFERTO;

UNCLASS‘HED , o 28/41

g oz l ALY
' - 8 JUN 1967

LI ST

¥y

I From: Commanding General, Fleet Ma;riic Force, Pacific
To: Commanding General, S9th_ Marlne Amphibious Brigade

At T

79.5 for the period 1-31 January 1967

Ref:  (a) MCO 5750.2 e |
(b) FMFPACO 5750.8 - ' : \
‘{c) CG FMFPac lir 28/\/1HS/nprn dtd 27Apr67 to Dist.
Tist : : o

Encl: (1) CTO SLF {ITG™79.5) 1ltr 3:BSM: dlm over 5750 Ser 006-67
dtd 1Febb7

1, Enclosure (1), the subject chronol'ogy,'i‘ix/as'received without
forwarding endorsement from CG, 9th Mirine Amphibious Brigade
and is therefore- forwarded for your action in accordance with

the pl‘OVlblOnS of references—{a) and (b),

3
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N
L
<
z - i - - '»' R - »' . . %
2. This headquarters has partially réviewed enclosure (1) and o ,
%
I

has noted that it contains the discrepancies listed below, thch
are cited in order to facilitate appropriate action by your '

command. Your attention is also invited to reference (c), which L
is intended to amplify further the instructions contained in ’ ' !
references (a) and (b). : : ’

3, Among discrepancies tioted are“the foflilcﬁwirig:"' :
L H

(2) The chronclogy. of the Special Landlnﬂr Force {TG 79 5) 'r

is not prepared accor dlnrf to the format spec1f1ed in references ' ¢

(2) and (b). o -

(b) Part II, Narrative Summary, has been omitted, although
spec¢ifically required by enclosure (1) to reference (b). [
’ - Tt T o .- B N - T

(¢c) Part IV, Supporting Docu_mentsff'is‘ not included, althoﬁ.gh,

required by reference (b). Inistead,fgertar"‘}i of these supporting 7‘\‘ :
documehts are submitted as encloSures i the chronology. ' \ii\
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U“Uh S%‘ommzuld Chronologies provide an 1mporiant primary source

of historical data which_arc_of great indportance to the current’
and future ®valuation of US~ Mannc actvitics in WestPac In
order to mzke certain that information inav be reachlv rctﬁe({cdﬁ
by future users from among an enormous volume of similar
material, it is essential that all units achcrc to thc snec1f1ec.

format, = -o—-er e -,

. %; )
T. G. BRONLEEWE JR.
Depuiy, Chlef of Staff

Copy to: I - —
CMC (Code A03D) (@// .mﬂ)
CTG 79.5 (Ln//ﬁ E,vaL)
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"{Unclassified upon removal of the basic correspondence

SECOND ENDORSEMENT on CO SLF (TG 79.5) ltr 3:BSM:lmm over
5750 Ser: 006-67 dtd 1 February 1967

From: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D)

Subj: Command Chronology for the period 1 - 31 January 1967

1. Forwarded.

2., The original submission of Special Landing Force (TG 79.5)
Command Chronology for the period 1 - 31 January 1967, was returned

for correction and resubmission by reference (a} of CG 9th MAB
Endorsement.

By direction
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS ¥ g@ 1 3? g

HEADQUARTERS, 9TH MARINE AVPHIBIOUS BRIGEDE, FWF
FPO, SAN FRANCISCO 96602 N REPLY REFER TO
3H1/Lmm
5750
Ser:OOlTLﬁ%

SECRET-NOFORN (Downgrade to Unclassified upon removal of
enclosure (1))

Frome: Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMF
Tt Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subjt Command Chronology for Task Group 79.5 for the period
1-31 January 1969

Ref: (a) FMFPac 1ltr 28/gl 00540-67 of 8 June 1967
Bncl: (1) 8pecial Landing Force (TG 79.5) Command Chronology

1. The errors cf enclosure (1) have been corrected and the
report resubmlitted in accordance wlth ref (a).

% GLICK
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HE ADQUARTERS
Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) 7 _
USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) O F#0011762
FPO, Ban Francisco 96601 T
3:BEM: 1mm
5750
Ser: 006-67
1 Feb 1967

SECRET-NOFORN (Downgrade to unclassified upon removal

Froms
Toe
Vias

Subjs
Refs

Encl:

of enclosure (1))

Commanding Officer _

Commzndant of the Marine Corpe (Code A02D)

(1) Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMF
(2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Command Chronclogy for the period 1 to 31 January 1967
(a) MCO 5750.2

(b) FMFPac0 5750.8

(¢} Brig0 5750.1B

(1) Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) Command Chronology

1. In accordance with references (a) through (c), the
Commsnd Chronclogy for the Special Landing Force is sub-

mitted as enclosure (1).

2 e R —

HT .
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Commending
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HEADQUARTERS
Special Landing Force (TG 79.5)
USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2)
FPO, San Francisco 96601

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1-31 Janusry 1967

INDEX
Part I = QOrganizational Data

Part IT

Narrative Summary

Part III

Sequential Listing of Significant Evats
Part IV

Supporting Documents

ENCLOSURE (1)
SECRET-NOFORN
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8Special Landing Force
Command Chronology
Part I

OQrganigzaticnal Data

1. Designation Commander
Special Landing Force Colonel H. D. WORTMAN

(Tagk Group 79.5%)
Subordinate Units

BLT 1/9 (1-25 Janhuary 1967) Major J. L. DAY

BLT 1/4 (26-31 January 1967) LtCcl J. WESTERMAN

HMM 362 (1-19 January 1@67) LtCol M. B. ARMSTROKG

HMM 363 (19-31 January 1967) LtCol K. E. HUNTINGTON

o]

<. Locations. The Specilal Landing Force was embarked
abosrd the following amphibiocus shipping during the dates
indicated:

Uss IWo JIMA (LPH-2)
USS VANCOQUVER (LPD-2)
USs THOMASTON (LSD-28)
USS POINT DEFIANCE (LSD=28) 1-31 January 1967
USS DIACHENKEQO (APD-123) -31 January 1967

1-31 January 1967
1
1
1
=3
USS WASHTENAW CTY (L8T-1166) 1=15 Januvary 1967
2-1
7-1
1-1

3
-31 January 1967
-11 Jannary 1967

USS COCONINO CTY (LST-603) ~-10 January 1967
USS HAMPSHIRE CTY (LST-819) -16 Janvary 1967
USS HENRICO (APA-L45) 7 January 1967

3. Staff Officers

8. Permshent Personnel

Col H. D. WORTMAN Commanding Officer

LtCol J. M. LANDRIGAN Executive Officer

LtCol D. R. BRIMMER S5-3

e He B. CROSBY III Asst 8-3

Maj BE. W. HERICH g-4 (2731 Jan 67)

Ms] J. H. BROUJQOS Asst B-3/Civie Action
Cart R. A. AYERS Comm0

Capt F. E. HEURING Asst CommO (27-31 Jan 67)

ERCLOSURE (1)
1 ’ SECRET-NOFORN
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Capt B, S. MOKENNA Asst 8-3/4ir Observer

1stLt J. D. CHAPMAN 8-2 (25-31 Jan 67)
2ndLt D. C. SCHULTZ S-4, Asst 8-4 (27-31 Jan 67)
2ndLt C. G. 0SGOOD - 8-2"(1-24 Jsn 67) '

2ndLt €. G. COMER Asst 8-3/41r Observer (27-31 Jan 67)
b. TAD Personnel to the SLF for Special Operstions. '

1=12 January 1667
foot study.

1-16 January 1967
1-18 Janvary 1667
Group Commander. -
1-16 January 1967 - LtCol H. MAYER - 9thMAB ISO.

1-15 January 1967 ~ Cmdr MILLS, MC, USN - III MAF, Immersion

foot study

1-31 January 1967 - MaJ C. A. DIXON - MAG 15, SLF 4lr Officer

1-19 January 1967 - Maj W. W. TAYLOR - 9thMAB, Oral History

and Riverine Special Equipment Evaluation. L

1-19 January 1967 - Maj W. M. THURBER - $thMAB, SLF FSC.

1-24 January 1967 - Maj W. M. STEWART -~ MB, Suble Liaison

Officer ! : :

1-15 Jamuary 1967 - Maj J. C. PAGE - LFD4, Lialson Officer,

Medical Field Research Laboratory, CGamp Lefeune, N. C.

Immersion foot study. : o :

1-24 January 1967 - Capt B. M. FLOYD - MB, Subic Lialson Officer
1=12 January 1967 - Capt P. MURPHY - MarDet, USS CANBERR4, TAC.
12-15 January 1967 - Capt MCCAULLEY - MarDet, USS CANBERRA, TA4O.
1-15 January 1967 - Lt L. BUCKELY, MC, USN - Medical Research
Laboratory, Camp LeJeune, N.C., Immersion foot study. -

1-24 January 1967 - 1stLt J. D. CHAPMAN - 9thMAB, Asst S-2 Officer.
1-24 January 1967 - Lt JG P. R. JENNINGS USN - 9thMAB, NGF

Liaison QOfficer ' .

Capt G. ANDERSON, MG, USN BUMED Immersion

i

LtCol B. M. MOORE Jr. - FMFPac Observer.
LtCol R. L. GHRISTIAN - RLT-26, 4rtillery

}

4. A4verage Monthly Strength (Does noqrinclude TAD personnel)

SLF Staff: USMC Off - 11 USMC Enl = 29  USN OFf - O USN Enl - O
BLT: USMC Off - 65 USMC Enl - 1576 - USN Off - 8 USKN Enl - 82
HMM: USMC Off ~ 59 USMC Enl - 191 USN Off - 1 USK Enl - 3

ENCLOSURE (1)
2 o SECRET-NOFORN
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PART II

Narrative Summar:

During the month of Jamuary, ths Special Landing Force,
composed of the HQ SLF, BLT 1/9 and HMM 362 continued support
of combat operations in the Republic of Vietnam. From 6
January to 15 January, Operation DECKHOUSE V. was conducted
in Kien Hoa Province, IV Corps Tactical Zone, Republic of
Vietnam. Upon the successful completion of the operation,
units of the SLF were rotated 1n conjunction with the routine
intra-theater rotation program. - HMM 362 was relieved aboard
the USS IWO JIMA by HMM 363 on 19 January while BLT 1/b
relieved BLT 1/9 as the ground element of the SLF on 26
January. . : ,‘T .

ENCLOSURE (1)
3 . SECRET-NOFORN
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Part ITII
Sequential Listing of Significant Bvents
1. 1-5 January 1967 '

a. On 1 January the ARG/SLF was off the coast of IV CTZ,
RVN in preparation for Operatlan DECkﬂOUSE v.

b. On 2 January CTG 79.5 and staff representatives made
final preparations for DECEHOUSE V at IV Corps Headquarters
in Can Tho.

¢. On 3 January, I/T team, llalsun personnel from 7th
ARVN Division, IV Corps and VNMC Task Force Brigade Bravo,
and a IV CTZ SFCP arrived aboard the USS IWQ JIMA. CIG
79.5 attended a conference with COMUSMACY in regard to coummand
relationships. Colonel N. E. ANDERSON, Senior Advisor to the
Vietnamese Marine Corps came aboard te observe Operation
DECKHOUSE V. D-Day was postponed from 4 January to 5 January
due to heavy seas.

d. On 4 Janmuary Lieutenant General KHANG, Commandant of
the Vietnamese Marine Corps, visited CTG 79.5 aboard the
U85S IWO JIMA. D-Day was again postp@ned to 6 January due to
heavy sesas

tho USS IWO JIMA (LPH—Q) and were briefed by staff represen-
tatives on COperation DECKHOUSE V. -

2, 6-16 Janmuary 1967

a. On 6 January Operation DECKHOUSE V commenced in Kien
Hosz Province, IV CTZ, RVN. Ceneral WESTMORELAND, COMUSMACV,
Rear Admiral WOLSEN, CTF 76, Rear Admiral WARD, NAVFGRV,
Lieutenant General VIEN Chlef of 8taff ARVHN, and Major
General PHONG, J-5 JGC, viﬂited the 4RG/SLF aboard the USS
IWO JIMA to observe Operation DECKHOUBE V.

b. From 6-15 January the ARG/SLE}pondueted Operation
DECKHOUSE V in Kien Hoa Province, IV £TZ, RVN. (See T4B 5).

- ENCLOSURE (1)
%~ SECRET-NOFORN
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¢. On 7 Jamuary Vice Admiral HYLAND, COMSEVENTHFLT,
Brigadier General THANH, CG 7th ARVHN Division, and Colonel
LANCE, Senior Advisor to the 7th 4RVN Divislon, visited
CTG 76.5 and CIG 79.5 aboard the USS IWO JIMA. Brigadier
General METZGER, CTF 79, departed for Saigon. .

d. On 8 January Vice Admiral HYLAND and Brigadier
General THANH observed the helicopterborne assault of the
4th Bn of the VNMC Brigade Force Bravo.

e. On 10 January GLEN FORD, Commander USNR, was
triefed on Operation DECKHOUSE V aboard the USS IWO JIMA
by CTG 79.5 and staff representatives.

f. On 11 January CGeneral WESTMORE
Brigadier General CHAISSON, COC COMU
command post ashore.

AND, COMUSMACV, and
€V, visited the SLF

g. On 15 Japuary Operation DECKHOUSE V was terminated.

h. On 16 January ITT, liaison, advisor and SFCP personnel
were returned to their parent organizations. The ARG/SLF
departed IV CTIZ for Chu Lai, ICTZ, RVHN.

3. 17-31 January 1967

a. On 17 January the ARG/SLF was off Chu Lai, ICTZ,
RVN to offload HMM 362 and embark HMM 363. The rotation of
helicopter squadrons was delayed due b0 heavy seds and IFR
conditions. '

b. On 18 January, Lt Colonel LANDRIGAN, Executive Officer
of the SLF, and staff representatives departed for Oklnawa
as an advance party to assist in the rotation of BLT 1/
and BLT 1/9. Lt Colonel CHRISTIAN, C(
his TAD orders and departed for Ckinaswsa.

0 of 1/13, terminated

¢. On 19 January HMM 363 replaced HMM 362 aboard the USS
IWO JIMA. HMM 362 returned to Chu Lai, ICTZ, RVN. Maj
TAYLOR and Major THURBER termlhsted their TAD orders and re-
Eurgfg to Okinawa. The A4RG/SLF departed Chu Lai, enroute
¢ Ckinawa.

ENCLOSURE (1)
5 SECRET-KOFQRN
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d. From 24-27 January BLT 1/4 relieved BLT 1/9 aboard
assigned amphibious shipplng at Okinawa. CTG 79.5 and
staff representatives conferred with CG, 9thMAB (CTF 79) on
administrative, logistical and operational matters per-
taining to future SLF operations. '

e. On 28 January the USS IWO JIMA, USS VANCOUVER, and
the USS POINT DEFIANCE departed Okilnawa enrocute to Keelung,
Taiwan.

f. On 29 January units of the ARG/SLF arrived at
Keelung, Taiwan. The USS VANCOUVER and embarked units of
BLT 1/ﬁ departed Keelung enroute to 8ubilc Bay due to in-
adequate docking or mooring space. LtCol BRIMMER departed
for CORUS on emergency leave. :

g. From 29-31 January the USS IW0Q JIMA, C€TG 79.5, CTG
76.5, HMM 363 and embarked units of BLT 1/4% enjoyed liberty

in the Republic of Nationalist China (Taiwan). The USS
POINT DEFIANCE departed Taiwan for Subic Bay, R. P.

h. On 30 January CIG 79.5 paid a courtesy call on Rear
Admiral CHEN YUAN-JUN, Commandant of the Third Naval District,
and Mr. D. L. 8U, Mayor of Keelung. €TG 76.5 and CTG 79.5
hosted Rear Admiral CHEN YUAN-JUN at a luncheon aboard the
USS IWO JIMA. The USS POINT DEFIANCE arrived in Subic Bay,

R. P. -

i. On 31 January CIG 76.5 and CTG 79.5 attended an
official dinner hosted by the Commandant of the Thirt Naval
District. The USS VANCOUVER arrived im Subic Bay, and .
the USS POINT DEFIANCE commenced loading of 1lts embarked
troops and cargo aboard the USS THOMASTON. BSLF staff re-
presentatives made a rsconnalssance of possible training
areas hear Tso-Ying. ' 8 '

ENCLOSURE (1)
6 - . SECRET-NOFORN
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Chronol

Pert IV

ogies of Subordinate Commands and

(a)-

- (o)
(e)-

Supporting Documents
Command Chronology, BLT 1/9 (T4B 1) »~-

Command Chronology, HMM 362 (T4B 2)
submitted separately

Conmmand Chronolcgy, HMM 363 (TAB 3) /¢

Command Chronclogy, BLT 1/4 (TAB L) »¥-
4fter Action Report, DECKHOUSE V (TAB 5)

ENCLOSURE (1)
SECRET-NOFORN
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HEADQUARTERS
Special Landing Force (TG 79.5)
Uss IWO JIMA {(LPH-2)
FPO San Francisco 96602

3:HBC:dlm
Ser: O04=67
20 January 1967

COPY 3/ oF 49 Cofres
From: Commanding Qfficer
To: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Seventh Fleet

Subje Combat After Action Report; Operation DECK HOUSE V

Encl: (1) Special Landing Force, After Action Report, DECK HOUSE V.
5(2) - HMM 362 After Action Report, DECK HOUSE V o
“{3) BLT 1/9 After Action Report, DECK HOUSE V- &% 2w
(4)- Provisional Artillery Group, After Action Report, DECK
HOUSE V
(5) VNMC Brigade Force Bravo, After Action heport DECK HOUSE
V (To be forwarded separately)
(6) - Amphibicus Objective Area overlay

1. Enclosure (1) contains the Special Landing Force After Action Re-
port for DECK HOUSE V.

2. Enclosures (R) through (6) amplify enclosure (1). Comments on
appropriate portions of subordinate unit After Action Reports are
contained in paragraph 10 of enclosure (1).

3. This letter may be downgraded to unclassified upon removal of
enclosures (1) through (6).

Y N\

H. D. WORTMAN

SECRET -NOFORN
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COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT DECK HUUSKE V

Map Reference: Vietnam, AMS Series L70lA4; Sheets 6228 T and II; 6328
LIl and IV,

1. Operation DECK HOUSE V was a unilateral, combined amphibious opera-
tion utilizing waterborne and heliborne assault forces, It was con=-
ducted in accordance with NWP-22(A).

2., This operation was located in the Thanh Phong Secret Zone, Kien Hoa
Province, IV CTZ, Republic of Vietnam. The operation commenced on 6
January 1967 at O740H with the landing of surfaceborne assault forces
on White Beach (Xl{764848). Initial helo lifted assault forces landed
in LZ Crow (XR770955).at 0200H. The operation terminated at 17CCH on
15 January 1967, upon completion of the tactical withdrawal of the
Landing YForce,

3, Task Urganization

opecial Landing Force Colonel H. D. WORTMAN
HMM 362 (Kein) LtCol M. B, ARMSTRONG

Det.,V0=3 (4 UH=IE)
Det . ,HMM~164 (2 CH=-46A)

BLT 1/9 Major J. L. DAY

FrovartyGrp LtCol R. L. CHEISTIAN Jr.
VG Brigade Force Braveo Col LAAN, VNMC

3rdbn

i;,th}";in

i, Intelligence

a. Terrain., The objective area, located in the southern portion
of Kien Hoa Province, is a penninsula bounded on the south by the Co
Chien River and the north by the Ham Luong River, Throughout the
area the terrain is very flat, with spot elevations up to 5 meters
above mean sea level. DBecause the area is so flat, it is subject to
seascnal and even perennial inundation. The majority of the land is
composed of rice paddies. Mahgrove swamps exist in the coastal por-
tion of the objective area from 1000 to 5000 meters inland from the
coast. Mangrove swamps are also found as far as 8 miles inland along
river banks., The vast network of streams and canals are subject to
tidal influence ranging from.1.0 to 3.0 meters and present major obe
stacles, Trafficability is poor to fair throughout the AOA.

b: Beach Study
(1) LOCATION: Centered on the southern tip of Kien Hoa Pro=

Enclosure (1)
SECRET-NCFORN
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vince, the beach lies on an axis of 242° - 62° grid.

LEFT FLANK - XR760848
RIGHT FLANK - XR770848

(2) LENGTH: 1000 meters. This is a slightly convex river
mouth beach., Only a portion of the left flank is usable., MNone of
the beach fronbing con the sea was usable.

(3) WIDTH: 200 to 350 meters at low water and 14 to 27
meters at high water.

(4) GRADIENT: (Low water line to high water line)., The
beach gradient is 1:30 (gentle). The nearshore gradient is 1:120
(flat ),

(5) APPROACHES: The offshore approach is clear. The near-
shore approach must be made with caution due to shallow depths and
the presence of numerous shifting sandbars. Only landings at high
tide are recommended to prevent running aground on these sandbars,

(6) SURF AND TIDE: Surf 1.2 meters (4 feet) or greater can
be expected to occur as follows: 4% of the time in winter; 6% of
the time in fall, The tidal range is 2.5 to 4 meters (8.5 to 13.5
feet).

(7) MATERIAL AND FIRMNESS: fThe beach is composed of hard-
packed sand at high tide. Trafficability is good for personnel and
fair for vehicles. At low tide, 180 to 332 meters of mud flats are
exposed and foot trafficability is poor; vehicles are unable to
negotiate,

(8) EXIT3: 38mall trails exist behind the beach. Movement
inland is greatly hampered by the Hach Khan Bang River which is 70
meters wide and located 1,8km inland behind the beach. Cross country
trafficability is fair to poor.

(9) TERRAIN IMMEDIATELY BEHIND BEACH: Scattered rice pad-
dies intermingled with swamp, mangrove, and dense brushwood back the
beach, DSand dunes back the entire beach. Heavy tree growth, extend-
ing to the water's edge, backs the left flank of the beach.

(10} CRITICAL FEATURES: The presence of tidal flats, sand-
bars, peor trafficability and the Rach Khan Bang River hindered
operations. Landings had to be made only at high tide and during
daylight hours.

Enclosure (1)
SECRET~-NOFORN
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¢. knemy Situation, The area of operations has been under the
control of the VO for approximately 10 years and all persons in the
ares were considered VO or VO sympathizers. Intelligence indicated
the amphibious objective area was a major infiltration area; and

being such, would require VC

forces for security and control. The

exact location and digposition of enemy forces could not be deter-
mined prior to landing. Xach village was reported to have at least
one guerrilla platoon and each hamlet was reported to have a guer-

rilla or self defense squad.

d. vOrder of Battle,

(1) The most recent

and accepted GUB for Thanh Phu District

included, but was not limited to the following:

(a} C€.530 Company

Strength:
Weapons :

Location:

(b) €l Company

Approximately 140

1-6Qmm Mortar

1~57mm Hecoilless Rifle

G-Automatic Rifles

20=-5ubmachine Guns

20=Carbines

36=-50 Kifles

4-Pistols

Viednity XB740934. Usually quartered
at the villages of An Thuan, An Khon
and An Qui. Believed to be a combat
effective district company.

518th Bn,

Strength:
Weapons ¢

Location:

(¢) G2 Company

Approximately 120

2-60mm Mortars

2=AA 50Cal Machine Guns

2=Submachine Guns

12-Carbines

Assorted small arms

Unknown., Primary mission is to protect
coastal installation within the Dai
mangroves.

518th Bn.

Strength:
Weapons
Location:

Approximately 60-80

Believed to be similar to the C1/518th Bn.
Unknown, Protects coastal installations
of Thanh Phu., Eelieved to be combat ef-

3 Enclosure (1)
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fective. However, this unit has had
little actual combat experience,

(d) VC 62nd Security Battalion of Nam Bo Central VG

Military Region 2.

Strength: 380

Weapons : 2-300al Machine Guns
2-57mm Recocilless Hifles
2-60mm Mortars
Assorted small arms

Location: Elements of this battalion often quarter-
ed at the Villages of An Nhon (XR74093L4),
Thanh Phong (XR758869), Giao Thanh (XR76-
0935) and Thanh Phu (XR668996).

(e} 261stBn, Elements of this unit have been reported
operating in Thanh Phu District but has
never been confirmed. The strength,
location and weapons are unknown.

e, Enemy Contacts by BLT l/ 9

(1} D-Day., ©Small arms fire was received by the first wave
(LVTH) on White Beach, The U35 3aint Franeis River and USS Point
Kennedy received four rounds of 57 milimeter recoilless rifle fire from
the bank of a stream at coordinates (XR714895). One Viet Cong was
killed and two captured.

(2) D#l. Enemy activity consisted of Viet Cong sniper fire
and small size Viet Cong units harassing friendly forces throughout
the AUA. Three Viet Cong were killed and three wounded.

(3) D«2. The first use of mortars by the Viet Cong was at
friendly positions coordinates XR758893. They were believed to be
60mn mortars. The Viet Cong continued to harass and snipe at friendly
forces in the ACA. Two Viet Cong were captured.

(4) D+#3. An estimated platcon of Viet Cong fired two hundred
rounds of small arms fire and five rounds of 60 milimeter mortar into
coordinates Xit792891. .BLT returned fire resulting in 10 Viet Cong KIA
and 2 WIA (Probable). All through the day sporadic sniper fire was
experienced by friendly forces in the AQA.

(5) D+#he A friendly patrol received eighty to nintey rounds
of small arms fire and five rounds of 60 milimeter mortar at coordie
nates XR758951, Artillery was fired at VC position with good cover-
age with an estimated 10 KIA and 2 WIA,

4 Enclosure (1)
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(6) D&5. The enemy contirnued to harass with small arms fire
and sporadic automatic weapens fire throughout the AOA. Three Viet
Cong were killed.

(7) D«6. Friendly aircraft received small arms and 60 mili-
meter mortar fire in landing zone located at coordinates XR763948,
Friendly patrol stopped four Viet Cong suspects to question them. At
this time the Viet Cong prematurely sprung an ambush. The patrol
received four hundred rounds of small arms fire and twenty rounds of
mortar fire. Sniper fire from the Viet Cong continued through the day.

(8) D=7. The Viet Cong continued to harass and probe
friendly positions with small arms fire and some mortar fire. Nine
Viet Cong were killed.

(9) D=8, The Viet Cong continued to snipe and harass friend-
ly forces and avoided contact by withdrawing. Five Viet Cong were killed.

(10) Withdrawal Day. Sniper and harassing fire was received
from an estimated four to seven Viet Cong from coordinates XRS821911.
Friendly artillery provided excellent target coverage. An estimated
two Viet Cong were killed., Three UH=34D aircraft received small arms
fire of unknown caliber from the following coordinates: XR825908,
822902 and ARBRE905.

£, Enemy Contacts by Brigade Force Bravo.

(1) D=1, Brigade Force Bravo received small arms fire from
coordinates XR737903. Three Viet Cong fired approximately ten to
twenty rounds of small arms fire from coordinates XH762907.

(2) D=2, Vietnamese Marines killed one Viet Cong at coordin-
ates ZR724926,

(3) D-3. Vietnamese Marines sighted fifteen Viet Cong in the
vicinity of coordinates XH723947 and XR735955. Artillery was called
in to cover the target. The Vietnamese Marines captured five Viet Cong
and twelve Viet Cong suspects.

{(4) Dvh. The Third Battalion of the Vietnamese Marines re-
ceived twenty rounds of mortar fire at coordinates XR716962. Sniper
fire increased in the Vietnamese Marines area of operation.,

(5} De5. Sniper fire was received in fanding Zone Dart lo=-
cated at coordinates X57500C1.

(6) D-6. Sniper fire and harassing fire continued in the

Vietnamese Marine area. 4 Viet Cong squad was encountered at coordin-
ates XR751992. The Vietnamese Marines killed two Viet Cong.
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(7} D«7. Vietnamese Marines received small arms fire from
an unknown number of Viet Cong at coordinates XH751922. Two Viet Cong
were killed,

SECRET -HCFORN

(8) Withdrawal Day. Brigade Force Bravo did not have contact
with the Viet Cong on withdrawal day.

5, MIS3ICN, As directed by COMSEVENTHFLY message 2603547 DEC66 (Ini-
tisting Directive), the mission of the Special Landing Force was to
conduct search and destroy amphibious operations against VC forces
within the amphibious objective area in the Thanh Fhong Secrel Zone of
Kien Hoa Province and/or other operations as agreed upon with COMUSMACY .

&, Concept of Operations., OUperation DECK HOUSE V was a unilateral,
combined amphibious operation conducted by the AHG/SLF. The operation
was planned as a ten day search and destroy operation utilizing both
waterborne ard heliborne assault landings, The operatlon was conducted
in two phases, The initial phase wus to isolate the AOA to prevent in/-
exfiltration of enemy forces, supplies and materiel. This was accom-
plished by the establishment of blocking positions at major routes of
egress from the ACA, This phase was characterized by maximum surprise,
rmobility and shock actipn. Phase I1 conaisted of a thorough, deliber-
ate, but aggressive search and destroy operation. The AGA was divided
into seven sectors for ease of control. This phase was characterized
by elements of the Landing Force conducting simultanecus S5&D Operations
in their assigned sectors, Maximum utilization of supporting fires

was emphasized. Fire suppert was provided by the organic artillery of
the BLT, which included a platoon of LVTH-6's; a battery of VNMC 105mm
howitzers; NGF consisting of one 8 inch cruiser, one LSMR, and cne IFS;
and Cid from the 7th Air Force. Throughout the operation the SLF main-
tained a rapid reaction posture to contingency employment in I CTZ.

7. HExecution
a, Uperation DECK HOUSE V was executed in accordance with CTG 79.5
OFlan 328-67 supplemented with.a Frag Order issued for the Thanh .

Fhong ared.

p. DeDay was tentatively established as 4 January, 1967 with li-
Hour at 0800 and Le=Hour at O83C. BLI 1/9 was to land at H ard L Hour
on D=Day by surfaceborne and heloborne assault. AL H plus 1 one bat=-
talion from the VIlC Brigade was to land by surfaceborne assault.

¢c. Heavy seas and marginal boat conditions in the objective area
twice forced D=Day to be postponed 24 hours, D-Day was 6 January 1967;
H-Hour was dictated by tidal conditions. No change in the landing
sequence was required by the delay in D-Day. However, the sea state
on D=Day (6Jant7) was again unsatisfactory for the employment of land-
ing craft and the landing of Brigade Force Bravo, VHMU, was further
delayed until D plus 1. BLT 1/9 landed on D-Day by helicopter and
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LVTs from L3Ts that were able to close within 1500 meters of White
Beach the night of D minus 1. By darkness on D-Day, BLT 1/9 had es-
tablished blocking positions in their assigned portion of the ACA.
(See enclosures (2) through (5), After Action Reports of BLT 1/9,
Provisional Artillery Group, HMM=362, and VNMC Brigade Force Bravo
for detail of this execution.)

oA

¢, Results. See enclosures (2) through (5).

%, Commander's Analysis. This analysis is limited to those matters
at the Special Landing Force level, VNMC Brigade Force Bravo, BLTL,
squadron and Artillery Group Commander's Analysis is contained in
their respective reports, enclosures (2) through (§).

a. Planning.

(1) Planning for DECK HOUSE V commenced on 7 December 1966
with & preliminary planning conference in Saigon. CTG 76.5 and CIG
79.5 were briefed on the general aspects of the proposed operation
in Kien Hoa Province by representatives of COMUSMACV. FPlamning at
this stage by CIG 76.5/79.5 was unusual in that COMUSMACV'!s general
concept for special operations in Kien Hoa Province had not been form-
ulated. However, it did provide an opportunity for CIG 79.5 to assist
in the development of the general concept, OSubsequently a coordina-
ting conference was held, attended by MACV J-3, 7th Air Force, KAV=-
FORV, Advisors VHMC, TG 116, and U.S5. Army Advisors from IV Corps.
Prior to departing RVHN, CTG 79.5 and staff members obtained the cur-
rent tacbical situation in Kien Hoa Province and the disposition of
ARV forces in the Delta Reglon., 4An aerial reconnaissance of the re-
commended ACA was made by CTG 79.5 and starlf representatives utiliz-
ing a U.3. Army helicopter.

{2) During the period 23-25 December, 1966 a second confer-
ence was held in Saigon to finalize details with all units involved
in the proposed operation. The employment of VNMC Forces as part of
DECE HOUSE V was tentatively confirmed; arrangements were made for
further planning between VNMC representatives, and advisors, with
CTG 79.5 staff at Subic Bay, R.P. During this period liaison was ¢g-
tablished with the CG, 7th ARVN Division at My Tho and an aerial re-
connaissance of the agreed AOA was made to select helicopter landing
gones., A concluding conference was held on 25 December, 1966 at MACV
Headquarters.,

(3) During the planning phase the following steps were ac—
complished:

(a} Procurement of maps, area analysis and enemy order
of battle.
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(b) Aerial reconnaissance of the AOA, selection of HLZ's
and landing beaches. (This was accomplished by utilizing U.S5. Army
helicopters flying normal day-to-day flight patterns),

(¢) Communication frequencies assigned and coordinated,
this included ship-to-shore Orestes for rapid and secure passage of
tactical information.

(d) Coordination and development of compatible air con-
trol procedures between the ATF and 7th Air Force with provisions for
exchanging liaison officers at respective control headquarters,

(e) Arrangements completed for the disposition of cap-
tured VO, VG5 and handling and processing of detainees,

(f)} Arrangements for casually evacuation of VHMC per-
sonnel, civilians, and U.3. personnel as required.

(¢} Establishmert of command relationships as provided
by NWP-22(A).

(h) Arrangements for logistic support of the VMMC for—
ces ard 4lF, as required,

(4) Plans were made for establishing liaison with the fol-
lowing commandsg:

(a) IV Corps Headquarters, Can Tho, KVN
(b) 7th ARVN Division, My The, RVN

(¢) District Headquarters, Thanh Phu, RVN
(¢} VNMC Brigade Force Bravo

b, Intelligence, Prior to DECK HOUSE V, arrangements were made
for maps, area studies, aerial photography, Ked Haze, daily intelli-
gence swmnaries, ITT personnel, Document Team, SPAK and support for
handling civilian detainees,

(1) Area study and OUB was provided by MAGV, CICV, IV Corps
G-2, 7th ARVN Division G=-2, and COMNAVFORV. J=2 COMUSMACV provided
IIT personnel, Document Team and support for handling civilian detain-
ees, UUB, SPAR reports and a Black List were provided by U.S. advisors
from Sector Headquarters at bBen Tre, RVN. Red Haze and aerial photo-
graphy support was provided by the 73rd Aviation Company, Vung Tau,
EVH. Intelligence summaries from SA, IV Corps and 7th ARVN Divisicn
were provided daily. ANO Cubic Point, P.I., provided all map required,

(2) Previous intelligence indicated elements of the (=530 CO.

were operating in the objective area. This was confirmed by documents
recovered from VO KIA. The enemy exhibited the ability to avoid con-
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tact, remain well hidden, and exfiltrate the ACUA.

¢, Gommand Relabionships. Operation DECK HOUSE V was a unilateral
combined amphibious operation with command relationships in accordance
with MWP-22(A)}. Command relationships between the VNMC Brigade Force
Bravo and the Special landing Force was one of cooperation and cocordina-
tion with the Vietnamese Commander responsive to the CATF through the
Larding Force Commander. A Brigade Command Element was colocated with
the Landing Force Commander, This proved highly desirable as coordina-
tion of troop movement and supporting fires were quickly accomplished,

d. Supporting Arms.

(L) Naval Gunfire Support for DECK HOUSE V was provided by the
USS CANBERRA (CAG-2), the USS SAINT FRANCIS RIVER (LSMR-525) and the
USS CARHONADE (IFS-1). The hydrography of the area required the CAN-
EELEA to take station approximately 20,000 meters from the beach, which
limited her fire.support to eight inch guns. The LSMR and the IFS
were able to take fire support stations in the mouths of the (o Chien
and Ham Luong Hivers with scme difficulty, and provided fire support
on the periphery of the Thanh Phong Pennisula.

(2) Close air support was provided by 7th Air Force and was
timely and effective. The exchange of liaison officers between the
Amphitious Task Force and air Force control agencies was a significant
factor in the .ease of coordinating and obtaining close air support.

(3) Artillery assets were task organized into a Provisional
Artillery Group after the initial ship=to-shore movement in order to
provide tactical fire direction in both the BLT and VNMC Brigade Force
areas. Technical fire direction remained with the individual firing
batteries and ne major preblems were encountered in this grouping.
Field artillery support for DECK HCUSE V included two towed 105mm
howitwer batteries, an LVIH=-6 platoon and one 107mm howtar battery.

(&) A PF50C was established at the SLF headquarters level
ubtilizging the BLT FSCC and personnel and equipment augmentation from
the $thkAB. Upon establishment of the ELT and VNMC Brigade ashore,
conbrol of artillery and naval gunfire was passed ashore to the SLF
F8CC. The SLF Fire Support Cocordinator was responsible for the co-
ordination of supporting arms within the AQCA while the BLT and Brigade
Fire Support Coordinators coordinated supporting arms in their res-
pective sectors in accordance with established doctrine. Control of
air remained afloat due to the communication requirements with IV
Corps DASC. No problems were encountered in coordination and control

of supporting arms.
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(5) The ACA was divided by the Province Chief of Kien Hoa
Province into three categories of fire control zones. Throughout
the operation a representative of the Province Chief was present in
SACC/FP3CC to provide immediate approval/disapproval of all requests
for the employment of supporting arms. The fire control zones were
established as follows,

(a) Specified Strike Area: No approval required prior
to employment of supporting arms either upon targets of opportunity
of pre-planned missions in support of operations of landing force
elements,

(b) Idssion Bases Only: Positively identified targets
or pre-planned strikes approved by the Province representative prior
to attack.

(¢) HNo Fire Area: Approval by Province Chief required
for all missions and type of weapon determined by Province Chief.

e. Logistics,

(1) Logistic support for the SLF was provided from embarked
supplies aboard the AWG shipping. Prior to commencement of DECK
HOUSE V liaison was established to coordinate logistic support from
in=country sources. The Vung Tau Sub-irea Command was designated
as the resupply point, if required. The VNMC Brigade Force Bravo
embarked with 12 days of supply and utilized their organic resupply
pojnt at Vung Tau as nscessary.

(2) Although normal resupply for the SLF is by helicopter
from ARG shipping direct to using units, a limited dump containing
Class I arnd Class V supplies was established at White Beach. Dis-
tribution to units was by helicopter from White Beach as well as
from ARG shipping., Two helicopters were assigned in direct support
of the BLT for supply of units that had been moving during the day.
This procedure proved most satisfactory and more responsive to SLF
needs than total resupply from aflcat since deep draft ships remained
fifteen to twenty-eight miles off the beach throughout the operation.

(3) Initial evacuation of casualties, civilian amd military,
was to the LPH. 38eriously injured civilians were subsequently eva-
cuated to RVN hospitals in Vung Tau or Saigon by helicopter. The
36th Fvacuation Hospital at Vung Tau processed the evacuation of
military KIA's or WIA's and, when tactical operations permitted, eva-
cuation was from the LPH direct to Saigon with the 36th Evacuation
Hospital coordinating for terminal transportation.
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(L) Confirmed POW's were evacuated to the LPD (designated as
prison ship) after initial interrogation by ITT personnel at the BLT.
Follow-up interrogation was accomplished aboard the LPD with subse-
quent evacuation to the Provost Marshal at Vung Tau. Detainees were
evacuated to the District Headquarters at Than Phu for interrogation
by an ITT furnished by IV CTZ.

fo Communicatiocns

(1) The communication requirements for DECK HCUSE V were more
extensive than previous DECK HUUSE operations due to the number of
units involved and the nature of the terrain., In addition to the nor-
mal ARG/SLF requirements, it was neccessary to provide operators, and
equipment from SLF assets to man four separate liaison teams. Two
operators and two additional FM radios were provided by the 9th Marine
Amphibious Brigade as augmentation for the Provisional Artillery Group
which was organized for this operation,

{2} The usual problems were encountered in the coordinaticn
and utilization of frequencies within the objective area causing some
overlap with adjacent in-country units. Hydrographic conditions dic-
tated an average 15 miles operating distance from ship=to-shore through=
out the operation. This required frequent use of HF circuits when FM
operations became marginal due to distance, Four channel radioc relay
was established the evening of D-Day and served as the primary means
of communication between the SLF and the BIT. DBecause of the distance
involved, communications between the SLF and the VNMC Brigade had to
be relayed through the BLT. Some problems were encountered due to
traffic density; however, this could have been eliminated had an HF
capebility been available to the VNMC Brigade. To compensate for this
deficiency and reduce traffic density, message priority was strictly
adhered to and maximum utilization of helicopter courier service was
employed for lenglbhy messages,

g. Tactical Air Observation., During DECK HOUSE V a total of five
aerial observers were employed to provide continuous coverage of the
ADA. Four observers were stationed with the 7th Air Force FAC!s and
flew in O=1 aircraft. At least one 7th Air Force 0-1 aircraft was on
station over the AOA from sunrise to sunset. The fifth aerial obser-
ver remalned aboard the LPH under SLF control in order to respond to
additional requests as required and to provide pre-planned tactical
aerial cbservation throughout the ACA.

h. Psychological Operations

(1) Troop units were disciplined and well-bshaved. They
respected the rights and properties of the populacs,
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(2) A BJU Detachment was employed for psychological opera-
tions, consisting of leaflet drops and loudspeaker broadcasts,
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(a) 700,000 leaflets were released in seven drops
over the l0-day period, covering the 64 square-mile AOA. Five types
were used, including a three-color Chieu Hol appeal and a warning
with curfew hours, Civilians interrogated indicated the leaflets
were effective in advising the populace to avoid injury.

(b} Loudspeaker operations told the populace why the
Marines were there, how to avoid injury, and when and where to
move during supporting arms fires; and appealed to VC to surrender.
Over 500 people were addresssd with propaganda and given leaflets,
In one case, over 124 people responded to an appeal to move from an
area from which V0 fire was received, to awoid injury from Marine
fire.

(¢) BJU was effectively utilized and reduced civilian
casualties,

i, Civiec Action.
(1) Civic Action was limited because of several factors.

(a) The brief duration of the operation precluded
long=range projects and distribution of material would identify
recipients of American aid and resalt in reprisals.

(b) Interrogaticn of civilians reveled the VC told the
populace that if they did not leave the Marines would kill them.
They zlso told them that when Marines left the VC would come back
and expel from the area those who had remained., Relatively few civi-
lians were encountered,

(¢} A woman who received medical attention for her
children refused to return, saying that the VC would kill her and
her children.

(d) The people were substantially healthier than those
encountered by BLT 1/9 in I Corps Tactical Zone. This is a rice
surplus area and even the animals looked healthy.

(2) Corpsmen rendered medical attention on the spot as units
moved through villages.

(3} Approximately 20 sericus cases were evacuated to the LFH,
from where they were sent willingly to a refugee center,

(4) Civilians who received medical attention were noncommittal
in their response.
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J. Special Augmentation Equipment.

(1) Augmentation equipment assigned to the Special Landing
Force included: 4 UHIE and 2 CH-46 helicopters, a LVTH platoon, and
36 plastic assault boats with outboard motors.

(2) UHIE helicopters have been availablé to the SLF for all
DECK HOUSE operationg, however, the attachment of two armed and two
unarmed helicopters for the pre-~operation exercise, Mud Puppy 1I,
provided valuable training for both the HMM and BLT. The additional
month of training with the SLF, coupled with the opportunity to par=
ticipate in planning for DECK HOUSE V resulted in more effective
utilization of these helicopters. During DECK HOUSE V ground obser-
vation throughout the AOA proved to be extremely limited; consequently
complete reliance was placed on the UHIE-for-the conduct of ohserva=
tion. 'By.using two sections. of armed and unarmed helicopters, .
relief on station was possible without undue committment of aircraft
and crews. This proved most satisfactory when it became necessary
to increase helicopber escort due to increased sniper fire.

(3) The CH=-46 helicopter provided the heavy 1lift capability
during the initial assault and this allowed maximum utilization of
the UH=34 for troop lift. In the area of resupply, the CH=46 was
employed to ensure maximuwn utilization of load/lift combinations and
thereby reducing flight hours. In addition, the increased troop lift
proved valuable in assuring the rapid build-up in landing zones. It
is recommended however, that in future operations the CH-46 be con=-
figured so that it is capable of lifting the 105mm howitzer intact.
This added capability would increase the mobility of the towed 105mm
howitzers.

(4) The employment of the LVTH platoon is covered in detail
in enclosure (4) and the recommendations contained therein are con=
curred with. The mobility of the LVTH provided flexibility to artil-
lery support. OnD plus & one sedtion of LVIH!'s was displaced for-
ward to provide coverage to a company operating beyond the range of
friendly artillery.

(5} The utilization of the plastic assault boats was on an
"as required" basis. 4 boat pool was established at the BLT CP and
boats were attached to units for specific operations. Due to the
distance between companies, the assault boats were lifted by CH-46's
to the units for employment in waterways, The terrain in the ACA
was such that reliance on the plastic assault boats was not neccessary,
consequently they received limited use. Utilization of the assault
boats during DECK HOUSE V uncovered several limitations: The plastic
assault boat is very fragile and cannot be subjected to hard field
usage without damage; the boat does not have a flotation device and
sinks readily; the beat transom needs Lo be reinforced to insure
secure installation of the outboard motors. It is also recommended
that only motors with manual starters be procurred.
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10. The following comments are included on subordinate commander's
combat after action reports:
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a. HMM 362 After Action Reporb:

(1) In paragraph 1 of enclosure (2) it should be noted that
HMM 362 transported the VHEMC Battalions a total of six times. In
addition, the initial helicopterborne assault of the 4th Battalion
was from the USHS VANCOUVER (LPD-2) and this resulted in a highly suc-
cessful landing and bulld-up asliore.

(2) The conclusions presented in the ¥Analysis of Helicop-
ter Operations" are concurred with. Each amphibious assault opera-
tion is different, but it is axiomatic there must be a close relation-
ship between the BLT and the HMM. All aspects of training in the SLF
point to the inherent mobility of the helicopter and this close rela-—
tionship. The importance of communications between the ground and air
units cannct be overly emphasized. The SLF continues to stress this
in training exercises and combat operations.

(3) Enclosure (3) of this report reflects what is considered
to be near maximum performance by a HMM Squadron during a combat opera-
tion., The overall maintenance effort of HMM 362 was evident at all
times and the availability was outstanding. '

b. BLT 1/9 After Action Heport:

(L) Paragraph 11.b. recommended that the allocation of CH-46
helicopters be increased. In March 1967 HMM -l6iy a CH=46A squadron,
will be assigned to the SLF, thereby increasing the mobility and flexi-
bility inherent in SLF helicopter operations. Until then, it is recom-
mended that modiried CH-46's be assigned the SLF to provide the capa-
bility of 1ifting the 105mm howitzer.,

() Paragraphs 1l.c., i., and k. all relate to communications.

- a, In past combat operations the SLF stressed the impor=
tance of radio relay (MRC-62). The inherent reliability and security
of radio relay will continue to be used in future training exercises
and combalt operations.

b. The 9thMAB provided the SLF with two additional FRC=-
Lls and these were located in the SLF/BLT FSCC to monitor HD #1 and
HD #2. BLT 1/9 provided two PRC~-25s to the SLF for liaison with adja-
cent units. The only drawdown on BLT communications assets were the
two PRG=25 radios. It is not believed that this hampered the communi-
cations capability of BLT 1/9 to a great extent.
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c. When frequencies were assigned to artillery conduct
of fire and the battalion and company tactical nsts it was determined
that there was sufficient separation. During the operation when it
was evident there was an overlap, the frequencies were switched to
prevent further interference,

(3) Do not coneur with comments in paragraph 11.1l. and m.

a, Supplies and equipment embarked in ARG shipping is
determined by higher authority and reflects that required by the SLF
to respond to contingencies anywhere in PACOM and is not Limited to
operations in RVN. Supplies and equipment are combat loaded in ARG
shipping in such a mamner as to permit selective unlcading as re-
guired. There was no instance during DECK HOUSE V where a requested
item could not be unloaded., The unloading of certain items of sup~
plies/equipment not required for specific operations in RVN would
seriously degrade the 3LF readiness posture to react to contingencies
elsewhere in FACCH.

be The need for a BSA ashore is not considered desira-
ble in that it limits mobility and increases helicopter flights by
double~handling supplies, Past experience proved the most expeditious
means of resupply is from ARG shipping direct to using units, How=-
ever this system relies on timely notification, accurate location
of units and reasocnable requirements.

(4) The problems outlined in paragraph 1l.b. is one that pre-
vails throughout EVN. However, guides may be usefully employed dese
pite this language barrier.

(5) Paragraph 1l.d.g. and j. are generally concurred with
but believe these are problems that can be solved by unit commanders
on the spot,

¢c. Provisional Artillery Group After Action Report:

(L) The comments, conclusions, and recommendations are con-
curred with, When the combat situation permits it is the intention
of the SLF Commander to group the artillery to gain advantages oubt-
lined in this after action report.
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Doty Ly Stry, lst Bn 124h Mar

srd Plet (Keind) Co "B, 3pd Anirac Bn Lt HORVATICL
ird Flat, Co "BY, 3xd AmIroc Bn
bet, b&S Co, 3rd Apfroe Bn

3rd Flat (Rein), Co MA". 3pg 2T By Lt RILHY
3rd Flat (Rein), Co "A", %rd aT Bn
Det, Hes Cop 3vd AT Bn

1gt flat {mein), Co “C", 3rd ing Bp 3O IS
lst Plat, Co "C", %rd bng Bn
Det, H&S Co, 3rd #mg Bn
Det, bng Support Co, 3rd Bng Bn

ond Flat (Hein), Co "a%, 3+d MI Bp Lt DaVIs
2nd Plat, Co "a", Zrd NI Bn
Yet, nub Co, 3rd Vi By
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2nd_clat, (Hedinj, Co "' 3rd Kegon Bn Tt b JPlY
ond Plat, Co L', 3rd Recon Bn
Det, H&S Co, 3rd Recon En

2nd Plat (tfeinj, Co YC", 334 SP Bn Lt s £NaR0
¢nd Plat, Co "C", 34 SP Bp
Let, H&S Co, 3ra SP By

324 Plat (Rein), Co "B", 374 Uank Bp It VOIJT
zrd Flat, Co "B", 2rd Tank Bn
Det, b&5 Uc, 3rd Tank Bn

Lot flat (Rein), 1st Ammd by Co (LVDH-6) Lt LODILs
1lst Plat, lst Ermeqd AmiCo

2ng Tesm, *rd Plat, lst Force Recon Co . Sut SUMPLER
2nd Teem, 3rd Plat, 1st Force Recon Co

Company "C" (Rein) Cant Cd <D
Compeny "C"
¥y T8, Stry "D, 2nd ©n, 12th Mar
Jet, lst Plat, Co "C", 3rd zng n
Det, H&S Co
Det, 8-2 Section
Vet, Med Plet
vet, Yomm Plat
3rd Sqd Flame-Thrower Section .

5. Intellizence,

a. weckhovse V was conducted in the Thanh Phu scetor of Kein Hor Frovisce,
Yhe Sut srec of operation in Thanh Phu was 69 sq miles. e -rominent terrsin
ferturcs were the rice paddies, the waterways and the mangroves., +ne rice
paddies were. wet for thc most part, but only in the northern secto: werz they
an obstacle. The waterways were a significant obstacle. The mengreves wire
also an obstacle.. o

b, for the duration of tho operailon the weather wes moderate. lthe sviragn
hlgn was 8% °F and the average low was 75°F, The average hunidity was 7Y fhe
reveiling winds were from the North at 20-25 knots. Tidal scepspge cruscd
floob¢ng. o skies were gonex lly clqudy o

c. “4he Thanh Phu area has been the security responglhl ity of the $18th
Coastal Securiiy Battalion, a VG local force battalion. Two companics of this
battalion, Cl and C2, normally operate in Thanh Phu. Both companies hrve
approximately 120 men, are well armed and trained, but lack combst experience.
In addition to these units a separate company, the C530 company, nlso orer:tes
in thanh Phu. It is armed and trained in the same manner as Cl end ©2, a#lso,
each village has its own self defense squad or platoon, dependin- on the size
of the village. Thanh Phu's valuc to th» VC lies in its logistiic function.
Inis area contains installations and support faeilities for thz VC,
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d. The results of Deckhouse V were disappointing. while some materiel
was czptured, the bulk of the VC ingtallations and stores are believed to
have been moved. In zddition the VO forces had elso left. =Two confirmed
mexbers of the $530 company were killed, but contact was light. Contact
was limited $o sniper fire, small unit ambushes snd light mortasr fire,
Bxtensive wmining was anticipsted but not found. The noor results of the
operaticn were probably due to the Viet Cong's prior knowledge of the
operation., This gave the VC sufficient time to move their supplies and
personnel out of the ares,

6. Migsion. The mission assigned BLT L/grwégias follows:

a. commencing at H-Hour on I-Day, land by waterborne assault over
Wnite Beach. Frevent in/cxfiltration end conduet search and destroy operations
in Sector wnite,

b. Commencing at L-Hour on D-Day, land by helobornme assault into Li
CRU¥ and L4 IUCK. Prevent in/exfiltration and conduct search =nd destroy
operations in Hectors Green and Brown. Control main weterways.,

¢« On order, conduct search and destroy operations in Sector Purple.

d. Provide platoon size Sparrow/Sawk force from the reserve compsny
aboard the USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2)

e. On order conduct a tactical withdrawal.

7. VYoncept of the Uperation,

a. The operation was planned to be rexecuted in two phrses, The initiel
phase (Phase“I) was intended to isolate the operation area to prevent in/ex—
filtration of enemy forces ond materiel, This was o be accomplished by the
establishment of blocking positions on waterways and other major routes of
egress. +he second phase (Phase II) was intended to be a slow, deliberate
but agressive search snd usstroy {8uD) operation throughout the area of
operations, ST : I o

b. The concept called for landing one LVIE-6 platoon, as the first wave,
followed by one reinforced rifle company in IVIP-5's over White Beach, as
the second wave, to establish a beachhead snd secure a BLY operating hase,
Upon securing the beachhead o third wave of landing craft was to land the
heavy esuipment for beach suppert followed by the landin€ of non scheduled
elements including tanks and Ontos.

¢. ALpproximately one half hour after the initial waterborne lending one
reinforced rifle company was 10 be lended by helicopter at L% Crow followed
by eanother reinforced rifle company to land in L& Duck. Both companies were
to establish combat operating bases. The company which was landed st Lo Crow
was to set up blocking positions on the major waterways and routes of egress
in the vicinity of Lé Crow while the other company was to commence S&D
operations in the southern portion of Sector Green,
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A Recon platoon was to be inscrted into the north east corner of Sector
Brewn to report on in/exfiltratian routes and activity. One reinforced
company was to form the BLT reserve, provide a platoon size Sparrow Hawk
unit end remain aboard the LPH for possible future employment.

d.The 105mm howitzer battery, LVIH-6 platoon and 107mm mortar battery
were attached to BIF 1/9, but were to be under Provisional Artillery Group
contrel for the operation. The 105Im howitzer battery was to land over
White Beach by LVIP-5 while the 107mm mortar battery was to land by heli-
copter at LZ Crow after the completion of the helolift of the two assualt
- Companies. White Beach, LZ Crow and L% Duck were to be prepared by naval
gunfire end air strikes prior to the landing.

e. A Composite Provisional Company was to be formed by elements of H&S
Company and personnel from uncommitted supporting units, and to relieve the
initial company landing over White Beach of the security of the beachhead

as soon as possible. The rifle company was then to commence  3&D operations

in Sector Whitc.

f. After the completion of Phase I, Fhase II was to be a thorough search
and destroy mission initially conducted by {two companies abreast in Sectors
Green and White moving in a north-easterly dircction. A+ some later time
the company originally in blocking positions was to begin a S&D movement to
the east., It was intended that these converging forces would push the en-
eny into Sector Purple amd then annihlate the enemy by conducting a S&D
mission in Sector Purple. On order the BLT was to conduct a withdrawal,
re-embarking aboard the amphibious shipping in a general reversal of the
landing plan. ' : T S )

8 Exegution, (All times are local time for time zone H)

a. D-Day 6 Jenuary 1967

(1) After two previous postpomements due to hesvy seas end surf,
D-Day was executed on 6 January 1967 and commenced with prep fires consist-
ing of naval gunfire and air strikes on White Beach and 1Z Crow.,

(2) The 1st P1t, lst Armd Am Co (LVTH-6 P1t) composed the first
wave and landed on White Beach at 0741 which wes cleven minutes after the
designated H-hour. As the 1st wave approached the beach it received sniper
fire which was returned by direct 105mm howitzer fire from the LVIH-6's,

No friendly casualties were incurred on the initial landing. At 0743 the
second wave consisting of Company"B"1anded by LVIP-5 over White Beach with-
out incident. The 3rd wave, which was heavy equipment for besch support, and
was scheduled to be landed in landing craft, was not landed due tothe heavy
sea and surf condition. Company"B''secured a beachhead consisting of White
Beach and LZ Sparrow by 0950, .

(3) Company"D"was heloborne into LZ Crow with the first wave 1snd-
ing at 0813 which was 13 minutes after the designated L-hour. By about 0950
the helolift of Company'Dy which was in three waves, was completed. The
landing was without incident, Company"D;' while maintaining security on L2
Crow, moved one platoon to the critical river junction at XR 761961 and set
in a blocking position. The Recon, platoon with the Det. Force Recon was in-
serted into L2 Crow with the second wave, -
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(4) Upon completion of the heloborne 1ift of Comoany"DY Company
"A"as landed at LZ Duck after prep fires consisting of naval gunfire and
air strikes were terminated, The first wave landed at 0953 and the land-
ing was completed by 1100, The company began a search and destroy oper-
ation in the southern portion of Sector Green, The landing was without
incidenta

(5) The 105mm Howitzer Battery, "D" Battery 2/12, was landed by
LVT over White Beach and was in place and ready for a fire mission by
1330, The 107mm mortar battery, "W" Battery 1/12, was scheduled to land
at Li Crow after the completion of the heloborne 1ift of Company''A"but
LZ Crow was determined unsuitable for landing the howtars due to the poor
surface condition of LZ Crow, which was covered by 18" to 24" of mud.
1t vas determined that the battery would be landed after a suitable al-
ternate Li was found and a recon party was landed for that purpose. Five
VCS were apprehended while reconnoitering for a suitsble 17,

(6) Tne landing plan was sltered snd instead of landing the
107mm morter battery, H&3 Company was lifted into LZ Sparrow at 1230. A
provisional composite company was formed from elsments of H&S Company
and personnel from the Motor Transport Platoon, the AntiTank Platoon
and one platoon from the BLL reserve, Company "C"'. The Provisional
Compocsite Company relieved Company'Bvof the responsibility of the security
of White Beach and LZ Sparrow, which contained the BLT headquarters, by
1500, Company'B"then beggh a search and destroy mission in the southern

portion of Sector White. _

(7) At 1550 a suitable alternate landing zone was located for
the 107mm mortar battery in Sector Brown et XR 767949 snd the battery
was landed without incident. The battery wus in place and ready for a
fire mission by about 1700.. The completion of the heloborne 1ift of 107mm
mortar battery completed the initial landing of BLT 1/9,

(8) The first VC contact was at 1640 when Company"AM"{ook 7 VC
under fire at XR 749886 during their search and destroy operation. The
fire fight lasted about 10 minutes snd resulted in 1 VC KIA, The Racon-
Platoon was helolifted from LZ Crow and inserted by helicopters into the
northeast corner of Sector Brown at XR 799972 sbout 1830. The Recon
Platoon mission was to report all VC movements watching especially for
routes or indieations of in/exfiltration.

(9) The three rifle companies continued their gearch snd destroy
missions until dark and then set up defensive positions in platoon patrol
bases (PEB's) in their sectors for the night. All companies conducted ex-
tensive patrols and embushes in their sectors. Company"A"in southern por-
tion of Sector Green at XRi 741834, Company'B"in scuthern portion of Sector
White at XBR 764853, and Company'D"in Sector Brown with one platoon provid-
ing security for 10Tmm mortar battery at XR 768949 and 2 platoons in blocke
ing positions along waterways at XR 765961 and Xt 768957, The BLT (P wasg

"located at LZ Sparrow XR 764853, At 23%0 Compa.ny"D"received & harassing,
probing attack by 5 V0, They were taken under small arms, and 107mm mor-
tar fire, No known casualties were incurred by either side, Thers was
no further contact during the daylight hours and only light harassing and
sniper action the night of 6 Jan, 1967 with no known casualties,
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b, D1 7 January 1

(1) TFrag Order 01 ordered Company"A"and Company'3'"o carry out
S&D Operations in Sector Green&White below phase line March. Company "D" was
required to maintain its bloecking positions, S&J in ‘ector Brown, west
of phase line October and provide security for the mortar battery. The
mission for Recon platoon was unchanged.

(2) At 0613 2 VC were sighted approaching the defensive positions
of Company"A'"from the directien which sniping had been coming previously.

They were taken under fire and at daylight efter a seerch of the area two

V¢ bodies were found.

(3) OUne pletoon of Company'i'was lifted by hslicopters to a
blocking position at 4R 784964 about 0500._ Prep fire by ertillory was
conducted on the La and the landing was without incident.

{4) No contsct was made during the 3&D operstions which were in

a north easterly direction. & portion of both Sectas White and Green formed

a peninsuls which was sepsrated by the Rach Khau Bang on one side and the
dach Khen Thuyen on the other side, After prep fires were conducted on
both L4's a econtinuous helicopter 1ift was conducted by elements of Company
mB8"into the portion of the peninsula in Sector White 2nd elemesnts of Comprny
"s"into the portion of the peninsula in Sector Ureen. At 1620 during the
nelicopter 1ift of Gompany'A"an accidental explosion of a grensde caused
one friendly KiA (a member of EMM 362) and 5 WIA from BLT 1/9,(5ne of whom
later died of wounds). There was no enemy contact during the hclicopter
1ift of either company. Company B later made contact with 5 VC in a short
fire fight of zbout 5 minutes, The result was the capture of three V03, '
all wounded. At 1840 Company £ received harsssing fire which was returned
by small arms and 60mm mortar fire. Une friendly WIA resulted from a

short €Omm mortar round but did not require evacuation,

(5) Just prior to darkness all companies set up defensive positions
in FPB's with extensive patrolling and ambushes throuzhout the night.Com-
panies "A"and'B'were located south of phase line March in Sector Green and
white respsctively with Company D' 'located west of phzse line October in
Sector Brown in blocking positions. At 2250 the Provisional Composite
Compeny was hit by a squad size VO probe. The fire fight lasted cbout 10
minutes. A search of the area the next morning was negative. Cne friendly
KIa resulted during the attack. There was no further contact that night.

c. U+2 8 January 1967

(1) Freg Order 02 orcered Company'®' and Company'™B"to cross phase
line March at 1000 behind naval gunfire, artillery prep fires and air
strikes which preceseded the advance of the units, After crossing phese
line March the units were to conduct 3&D operations in Sectons Green and
White but not beyond phase line April. Company'D'was to maintain blocking
positions , conduct S&D operations west of phase line October in Sedtor
Brown and maintain security for the 107 Howtar Battery.
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(2) At 0730 Comp:ny"ﬂ:sighted a. camouflaged raft floating down
the Rach Bang Cung river and destroyed it by M=79 fire, No further
contact was made until after cecrossing phase line March at 1000.

(3) The prep fires:coﬁsisting of the naval gunfire, artillefy
and air strikes was conducted from 0900 to 1000 with the artillery
shifting fire in front of Companies”s"&"B'"as they crossed phase line

March.. Gompanies'a"&"B'conducted their S&D operation in Sectors Green and
White between phase line Msrch and April until dark.

(4) 2t 1000 Company"4"found a tunnel complex with surrounding
bunkers whieh had probably been used as a storagq/training area. ILhe
only equipment or supplies located at the complex at the time of dis-
govery was & small gquantity of uniforms. The complex was destroyed by
demolitions. At 1155 a ,.crol from Gompany v wes taken under small
erms fire by 9 VC at XR 764949, The fire fight lasted approximstely ten
minutes and small srm$ and 8lmm mortar fire were returned. An air surike,
which delivered 2-500 pound bombs and strzafed the area, wag called upon
the fleeing VO, Np known casualties resulted from the incident., At 1415
a platoon from Compsny''B"received automatic weapons fire from an estimated
12 VC at ZR 783887, The platoon attempted to envelope the VC unit and
returned small arms, M-79 md 3.57rocket fire. The fire fight lasted
approximately 15 minutes with the only known casualty being 1 friendly
Wlh, At 1430 the reconnaissence platoon was helo lifted from XR 801968
to Lz Sparrow, The platoon provided the BLI GP with a resction force to
agsist in the defense,

(5) No other gignificrnt contact was made during the 5&D operation
by any of the compenies the rest of the day. Just prior to dark the
companies set into night defensive positions, and conducted extensive
patrolling and ambushes.. Companv'A'wae loveated in Sector Green batwssn
rhase lines March and April. Company"D'remained in its blocking positions
in Sector Brown. Company "B" was lccated in Sector “hite below pliase line
Aprile o - . e
(6) At 2115 a patrol from Company"A"sighted 7 to 10 VC directly
across a stream at XR 757891 using lights and appeared to be setting up a
mortar. <The patrol opened fire from hasty positions but were unable to
investigate results due to swollen stream conditions. No fire was returned
and there were no known ca&sualties. A4 2200 Company"B'received the firat
enemy mortsr attack at XB 798873, The enemy fired small arms, 5-60mm
mortar rounds and 3-57mm recoiless rifle rounds. The fire was returned with
smell arms, €0mm mortar fire, M-79 fire and %6-105 Lowitzer rounds, <Lhe
fire fight lasted about 15 minutes and the only known casualty was one
friendly WI&, At 2245 Company"A'"received jamming on its Compsny Tactical
net and at the same time received %-60mm mortar rounds. No fire was
returned due to the inability to locate enemy firing positions, No
c&sugliies resulted, : S

do D3 9 January 1967
(1) Frag Order 03 ordered the landing of Company "¢"by helicopter

to relieve Gompany'A'who revarted to BIT reserve, Company 'C'was then to
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continue the S&D operation in Sector Green below phase line April, Company
"B'Was t9 gontinue the 8&D operation in Sector White below phase line April,
Company ¥ mission was unchanged.

(2) At 0245 a listening post from Company'B''fired on a friendly
patrol returning to its PPB and one casualty resulted who later died of
wounds..

(3) Two platoons of Qompany'b'%cre helolifted into Sect%r'Grecn
at ZR 756892 about 0725 and relieved th: two platoons of Company & Yest
of the Rach Khen Thuyen. The platoon of Gompany'C'Which had been used
as security for BIL CP was helolifted to XR 766881 znd relieved the
remaining platoon of Company'A'Which was landed at L% Sparrow snd was
utilized for Bul CP gecurity.

(4) A% 1500 one patrol from Company'D'"discovered 20 tons of rice
in bins at XR 75993%5. & request was made for transportation to remove
the rice but none was available so_the rice was destroyed. JCQmpan%'b",{
discovered 5 tons of rice and three VCS at XR 786906 about 1600, CLhe VS
were sent back to BLT compound and the rice was later destroyed. At 1615
en ambush from Company'B called in a fire mission on 3 VO who were sighted
in the open. Sixteen rounds of 105 were fired with 3 VC KIA possible.

(5) At 16%0 one platoon of Company'C'was helolifted to iR 771891
in order to cross a swollen stresm. Prior to dark all companies set
into defensive PPB's and conducted extensive patrolling and ambushes
throughout the night. Companies'"snd'B'Wwere poised on phase line #pril
in order to cross the following day. Company'U'remained in blocking
positions in western portion of Sector Brown.

, (6) The gecon platoon was inserted at XR 787954 to reconnoiter
the eastern portion of Pector Brown on the western side of phase line
October under OpCon of Company Dy At 1820 & patrol from Company'C"
discovered the first surprise firing device in the operation which was
a Chi Gom grenade placed in a doorway of what appeared to be & vacated
ordinance repair facility. Located at XR 764962. The surprise firing
device had a pull device and was destroyed in place. At 2113 a platoon
from Vompany'B'Wwas attacked by an estimated 15 VC at XR 787887 under
60mm mortar and small arms covering. Small arms, 3.5 &ockets, M-79
rounds, 25 rounds of 60mm, 57 rounds of 105mm, were returned. 4n srmed
UHLE and armed C-47 flare ship were utilized for air strikes., %The fire
fight lasted about %0 minutes with estimated 10 VC KIA and 5 VC WIA,
There were 2 friendly WIA,

e, 44 10 January 1967

(1) Frag Order 04 designated Companies'B"and'b'%o cross phase line
April in Sectors Whitég?nd areen respectively after prep fires consisting
of naval gunfire, artillery and air strikes., Company'D'Was to provide
gecurity for the mortar battery, to abandon blocking positions, and
conduct S&D operations west of phase line October in Sector Brown.
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(2) PFrom 0800-0830 prep fires by the artillery were conducted
and at 0830 Gompany'B"foi'lowed lzter by Company "C'orossed phase line
April, Company'b'found a supply cache of 18 rifles in a mangrove swamp
at XR 764902.. At 0930 while on a sweep one platoon from Company'B'received
heavy automatic end semi-automatic fire from 5 to 8 VC at XR 788999,
Small srms, 55 rounds of 60mm, 25 rounds of 8lmm, end 30 rounds of 105mm
were. returned, The fire fight lasted about 15 minutes snd resulted in
one friendly KIA and two WIA with estimated 5 VC KIA, At about 1030 a
patrol from the Recon Platoon loeated a hospital eomplex located st XR
792947 The complex consisted of 4 houses with beds and used medieal
supplies. The traili leading into the hospital had 4 Chi Com grenades
with surprise firing devices implaced along it. The hospitsl and medieal
supplies were destroyed. At 1445 a platoon from Gompany 'B'%as taken
under automatic fire by an unknown number of VG. ©Small arms, 60mm mortar,
67 rounds of 105mm, and 3-2,75"rockets from an armed UHIE were returned..
The fire fight lasted approximately 15 minutes and resulted in 1 friendly
KIA end 2 WIA with en estimated 5 VC KIA, At 1515 a 3 man fireteam .
sighted 5 VC who threw & grenade wounding 2 Marines. The Marines returned
fire and saw 2 VO fall at XK 790912, 4 patrol from Company'm'%as taken
under fire by 10 to 12 well entrenched VC aeross the Kinh £o Loi River
at about 1610. The enemy fired small arms and 5-60mm mortar rounds,
“mall erma, M-79 rounds, 1-M-72, 8lmm rounds and 66-105mm rounds were
returned. The fire fight lasted sbout 20 minutes and it was impossible
to investigate the enemy position.aeross the river, there were no
friendly casualtieg. There was no further contact in the daylight hours
as Gbmpanies"B"and"Gﬂswept narth eagsterly in Sectors Green and White
and CGompeny''U"searched in Sector Brown. Lhe companies set up: defensive
PPB's prior to dark end conducted extensive patrolling and ambushes
throughout the night. 4t 1900 Company''8"received 15 sniper rounds at
XR 790914 during a helicopter resupply mission. This resulted in one
friendly KIA, About 2030 a VO probe of unkncwn s*renggh inflicted 2
friendly WIA on the Provisional Composite Company at White Beach., Yuring
the fire fight one Marine was wounded by friendly fire. .

fo D5 11 Janusry 1967

(1) Frag Order 05 ordered Companies 'B'and"C"to continue S&D
nORerations in their respective sectors below phase line June, Company
D was to provide security for the morter battery, to continue 3&D operations
in Sector Brown end advance to north-south grid line 79 and phase‘lige"
October, The Recon Platoon was to be retracted to thg CP of Gompany D,
4 boundery change was promulgated effecting Companies B' and C"(See
enclosure (l) )o

SECRET

(2) & Marine from a listening post was wounded while entering
the. lines of the Provisional Composite Company when he failed to respond
after being challenged twice, The Recon Platoon was extracted from XR
797954 end lifted to the CP of Company D at sbout 0800. For the rest of
the operatjop the Recon Platoon was employed as rifle platoon under OpCon
of Company D, Plastie ssgault boats were utilized for the first time

in a riverine operation by Gompany'afin Rach Khen Thuyen Hiver about 0930
(10) SECRET
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from a position XR 771891 in a north easterly dirsction. At 1024 a platoon
from Company"B"was engaged by a squad size VC unit with automatic weapons.
The platoon enveloped, pinning the enemy machine gunner and his, crew down.
The fire fight lasted about 20 minutes and resulted in 2 friendly WIA and 3
VC KIA with the capture of a MG and a Russian Carbine. ‘

(3) A platoon from Company"A"was helolift:d into Sector CGreen at
XR 790912 and placed under OP CON of Company C at about 1500. The companies
continued their S&D operations with no contact and at dark established defensive
PPB's and conducted extensive patrolling and ambushes throughout the night. No
contact was encountered during the night.

G. D+6 12 Jan 1967

(1) ‘The Frag Order 06 rquigngCompﬁgyﬁBﬁtoVgontinue hits S&D operations
in Sector White up to phase line June but not beyond. Company C was to continue
operatiorsin Sector Green up to phase line July, and to be prepared to attack
east on order. Company D was to provide security for the mortar battery and to
continue S&D operations in Sector Brown up to but not beyond phase line October.

(2) A patrol of Company"B"was engaged by 15 VC who opened fire with
automatic weapons and threw hand grenades at about 0210. The patrol returned
fire with small arms, S8lmm mortar rounds and 105mm rounds. The patrol leader
saw about 5 V¢ fall with the opening burst of fire, The fire figbﬁ'}asted about
ten minmutes and 5 VC KIA were estimated. Tyo platoons of Company C with the
Company CP group were helo lifted from the night company patrol base to XR
787927 at about 0¢¥30. The LZ was prepped by artillery fire and on a trall close
to the LZ. CAS was on station but not used as was an armed UHLE. There was no
enemy contact during the landing. A platoon from Company D was helolifted from
XR 785963 to XR 786953 at about 0830. No prep fires were used and the landing
was without incident.

ol

(3) At about 1015 a patrol from Company B was surrounded by an esti-
mated 20 VC at XR 796908. The patrol requested artillery fire, 8lmm fire
support and air strikes. A total of 10-105mm rounds were fired, an unknown
pumber of 8lmm rounds and 3 passes were made by a armed UHLE during the action
which lasted 45 minutes. The incident resulted in 5 friendly WIA and possible
4 VC KIA. Company'C'Giscovered a hospital site at XR 79Q918 and destroyed it
and the medical supplies at about 1145. At 1200 Company [ discovered the bodies
of & VC with weapons who were probably killed by Company B on the previous dgy.
At 1205 while searching bunkers at XR 792915 Company C killed one VC who ran
out of a bunker after a grenade had been exploded in the bunker. Dyring a search
of a hamlet at XR 824907, at about 1515, by a patrol from Company B, 4 VC attem-
pted to flee and were killed, % weapons, including a 45 cal pistol were captured.
At 1610 a patrol from Company B stopped 4 VCS for questioning. Approximately 17
VC prematurely sprung an ambush with small arms fire from a distance of about
100 yds while the patrol was interrograting the L4 v¢S. The patrol returned fire
with small arms, M=79 rds, 3.5%rockets, 60mm rounds and 18~105mm rounds. The
results were 2 friendly WIA and 3 VC KIA estimated.
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(4) The 107mm mortar battery with a platoon of Company ‘D" for security,
displaced by helicopter from XR 768949 to XR 786931 in order to provide fire
support into fector furple when required. Company"B'was ordered to continue
to clear Sector White up to but not beyond east-west grid lines 92 in Sector
White. The Companies continued to carry out their S&D missions until dark
without contact when they entered into their nlght defensive PPB's. Company
'8’ was poised at east-west grld line 92, Company “0c“was at the eastern end of
phase line July and Company D" was at phase’ line: October. No contact was made
during the night.

h. D+7 13 Jan 1967

(1) Frag Order 07 required Company"B”to leave one platoon in a block-
ing p051t10n in the vicinity of XR 825908, to take OPCON of the lst platoon
Company ‘A which had been under the OPCON of Company 'c“and to clear Sector
White to phase line July, but not to cross east-west grid line 92 until 0900. ‘
Company"D”was ordered to maintain blocking positions along phase line October.
Prep fires were scheduled from 0800 to 0900 and then shifting further north
until.. 0930 and to consist of artillery, naval gunfire and air strikes.

(2) At about 0845, 5 to 7 VC snipers engaged the platoon from Jompany
“B“on the right flank at XR 8%2907. Small arms were returned and an artillery
fire mission was called in. The first WP round for adjustment was short and
two Marines received non-serious WP burns. The m1ss1on was cancelled and no
other known casualtles were incurred., At 0900 Company 'B" took OPCON of the
1st Platoon Company ‘A Prep fires were cogpducted by naval gunfire and air
strikes. Company B'found 5 freshly dug graves at XR 825946 which contained
5 VC KIA, probably from the action the preceding day.

(3) During the afternoon of 13 Jan 1967 Company'B’ relleved Coupany
A"as the BLT reserve. At about 1500 the platoon from Company '8in the right
flank position at XR 824906 was relieved by the Company “A’Command Groug and
the 2nd platoon which landed by helicopter. The lst Platoon Company A"was .
helo lifted to LZ Sparrow where it relieved the 3rd Platoon, Company“A”under
OPCON of Provisional Composite Company. The 3rd Platoon, Company “A”reverted
~ to OPCON of Company "AYand was assigned the mission to relieve the platoon from
Company"D"“which had provided security for the 107mm mortar battery. The 3rd
platoon, Company ‘A’was helo lifted to XR 786931 and relieved the platoon from
Company "D Company“D”was consolidated and landed at XR 805935 and relieved
Company “B”(minus one platoon) which was flown to the USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2).
The entirg heliocopter transplacement commenced about 1500 and was completed
about 1900. There was no further contact during the daylight hours and prior
to dark the companies set in their defensive PPB's and conducted their patroll-
ing and ambushes. '

(%) At 2305, from vicinity of XR 780924 the 107mm mortar battery was
‘taken under 60mm mortar fire. An estimated 8-12 rounds of 6Omm were fired in
conjunction with a ground attack. The attack was replused by small arms, 50
caliber MG fire and 107mm mortar rounds. The attack was preceded by a light
signal consisting of 3 flashes followed by a single flash about 15 minutes
prior to the attack., The only known casualties were 3 friendly WIA who did
not receive serious wounds.
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i. D+8 14 Jan 1967

(1) Frag Order 08 directed Company A "to maintain its blocking position
in the vicinity of XR 832907, and to provxde securlty for the 107mm mortar
battery. Company ‘c*was to conduct a helicopter assault into LZ Goose and then
conduct S&D operations in Sector Purple. vCompany"D”was to maintain blocking
positions in its present position. ’ '

(2) At 0730 Company *C*was helolifted into LZ Goose. There were no
prep fires and the landing was conducted without incident. Plastic assault
boats were lifted to Company" 'c"and were used in riverine operatlons, S&L
operations were conducted by Company"C”in the southern portion of Sector
Purple. At about 1100 the 2nd Plt of Company *D"was helolifted to LZ Sparrow
and given the mission of providing security ggr a LVIH-6 section. The LVTH-6
section, two LVIP-5's and the 2nd Plt Company ‘D*moved to a firing position at
" XR 802876 in order to support by fire a helicopter assualt into LZ Raven.
About 1525 a patrol from CdD'wes fired upon at XR 825945 by 4 or 5 VC with auto-
matic weapons. The patrol returned small arms fire, 8lmm rounds and lO7mm
rounds. The only known casualty was one friemdly WIA. At 1545 Company'A
located a hospital complex, with about 20 bed capacity and medical supplies.
The hospital was destroyed and the medical supplies were sent to BLT CP. At
1630 the 3rd Plt, Company C "was helolifted to LZ Raven. When the first wave
of heljcopters landed they received small arms fire from a village &t X2 866929,
The platoon advanced through the village under effective support of an armed
UH1E. The results were 1 VC KIA and 8 VCS captured. At 1730 the CP group of
Company "and another platoon were helolifted. from LZ Goose to LZ Raven and
joined with the 3rd platoon. Company‘C”continued their S&D mission in Sector
Purple until dark. The Companies set up in their defensive PPB's, conducted
patrolling and ambushes, and prepared for the scheduled withdrawal the next

day.

jo D+9 15 Jan 1967

(l) Frag Order 09 directed all unlts to conduct the scheduled withe
drawal as ordered. At about 0815 Company'D” (minus one platoon) and 107mm
mortar battery commenced their tactical withdrawal by helicopter. At about
0830 elements from H&S Company also started toﬂretract from White Beach.,

Upon completlon of the retmation of Company Qlfabout 1015, the helolift of
Company “A’ ‘comrenced. At about 1045 Company ‘A“received sniper fire from XR
821911 from an estimated 7 VC. Small arms, 40 rounds of 105mm, and an armed
UH1E returned fire. One H-34 helicopter was hit while in the air causing a
superficial wound to one marine. Two VC KIA were estimated. The 105mm How-
itzer battery was extracted by LVT's the morning of 15 Jan. 1967, After com~
pletlon of the lift of Company"A” (minus one platoon), at about 1115, Company
'c“(minus one platoon) was lifted out from LZ Raven at about 1145, the LVTH-6
sectlon9 the LVT Section and the 2nd Pit Company' D, in support of company

Cg returned to White Beach. After completion of Company' ‘c“all avallable helj-
copters concentrated lifting out the remaining platoon of Company D9 the remain-
der of the CP group and last of the Provisional Composite Company. The lst

Plt. of Company ‘A, and LVTH-6 platoon, left White Beach simultaneously for
mutual support. The withdrawal of the BLT was completed at 1621.
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k. Recapitulation of Air, Naval Gunfire, and Supporting Arms. During
Operation Deckhouse V there were a total 226 sorties flown with a total of
16-1000 lbs, 192-750 lbs, 30-500 lb, 22-260 1b, 68 Napalm and 6 CBU bombs
dropped. There were 1368 rockets fired. Artillery support consisted of
30 missions and 5 prep fires £6r a total of 2136 HE, 116 WP, 32 Smk, 29 illum,
51 HEPT. of 105mm Howitzer, and 530 107mm mortar HE, 130 107mm Mortar WP, and
13 107mm mortar illum. rounds for the operation. Naval gunfire consisted of
10 missions, ®iring a total of 221-8 inch rounds and 1310~5 inch rounds.

9. Results.

a. Summary of Enemy Caéulties and Captured or Destroyed Equipment
and supplies.

(1) Enemy Casualities

21 UC KIA (Body Count)
41 VC KIA (Prob)
53 VC WIA (Prob)
3 Captives
59 Civil Defendants

(2) Weapons and Equipment

German 7.92 MG 1
U.S5. Carbines 3
Chi Com Carbines 7.92 3
Rifle (Unknown Cal. ) 1
Rifles (01d, Rusty & Unserviceable) 11
Home Made Shot Guns (0ld, Rusty & Unserviceable) 7
Carbine Magazine W/Ammo 1
7.92 Machine Gun Drum 2
Chi Com Grenades 20
Home Made Grenades 900
Mines (Anti-Personnel) 718
7.62 Ammo Rds ’ 470 rds
7.92 Linked Ammo ' + 1300 rds
M~-1 Ammo 92 rds
Clips of M-l Ammo 3
Carbine Ammo 15 rds
105mm Ammo - 2 rds
Home Made Gas Masks : 2
Sampans ) 70
OQutboard Motors ?
Sewing Machines W/Drawings for Uniforms 7
Hospital Site - ' 3
Ordance Repair Facility 1
(1) SECRET
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(3) TFood, Clothing, and Medicine:

Rice 125 tons
Shrimp 300 1bs
Salt 900 1lbs
Tobacco Lo 1bs
Grain - 1000 lbs
Peanuts 3300 lbs
Black Uniforms 4
Brown Uniforms 4
Black Shirt 1
Short Green Trousers 1

(4) PFortifications:

Bunkers o . 98
Tunnel Complex 1

b. Friendly Casualties :

KIA 6
WIA 38
NEC Le

10. Commanders Analysis.

a. OQOperation DEDKHOUSE V was successful. One large deterring . factor
however, was the advance information gained by the Viet Cong of the
impending operation and the general location of it. This advance in-
formation, however obtained, enabled the enemy to remove forces from the
AOA and thyg. ~void large scale contact with a superior force. It.is
estimate - that only scattered squad sized VC units remained behind.

‘Those Viet Cong forces and supplies remaining in the AOA were found and
largely destroyed. OQOperation DECKHOUSE V should have a prolonged effect
on VC operations in KIEN HOA Province from a psychological as well as a
logistical standpoint.

b. Operation DECKHOUSE V provided an excellent training vehicle for
future operations in terrain characterized by swampland. Similarly, it
provided a refresher course for previously Iearned methods of operating
. 'dgainst insurgent Viet Cong forces. Small unit operations remain the
Keystone .of anti-guerrilla warfare whether it be in the Mekong Delta or
in the rice paddies of the Danang TAOR. This newly formed BLT was
significantly tested and undoubtedly improved from its experiences on
DECKHOUSE V. The need for rapid fire support and detailed fire support
coordination was re~confirmed. The necessity of rapid response in small
unit resupply by aerial means was dramatically pointed out. The almost
total lack of cross-country vehiciilar trafficability;including LVT's,
placed added burdens on an already heavily committed Meduim Helicopter
Squadron. Swamps, large paddies, rivers and wide, deep canals likewise
necessitated multiple small unit troop lifts by helicopter.

(15) sEcRET
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¢. Small unit troop leaders of platoons, squads and even fire teams
play the major role in anti-guerrilla operations. Theéir proficiency in
small unit tactics, immediate action, cross-country navigation and the
adjustment and direction of supporting arms is all-important. Versatility,
imagination and innovation make the difference between success and failure
in the exploitation of guerrilla contact.

d. Operation DECKHQOUSE V was a relatively short amphibious operation
with only a small civilian population in the BLT area of operations.
These two factors eliminated the possibility of any large scale civic action
projects. Psychological Warfare teams were employed on an on-call
basis. Once the BLT CP was established ashore and an initial impression
of the tactical situation was gained, the Psy War Teams began operations.
lLeaflets of the standard variety, including the CHIEU HOI (Open Arms) leaf-
let and a special leaflet informing the people to remain in their homes were
employed. Due to the low literacy rate in the area only those leaflets
using pictures and drawings proved effective. Loud speakers were used from
' the ground and from the air to pass out information and to give warnings ‘
prior to the bombardment of certain areas. It was planned that civilians
would not be evacuated from Thanh Phu, however, most VCS detained were
givilians and thus had to be controlled, treated and evacuated. All
civilians detained (including VCS) were held under guard in a compound,
fed three meals a day, treated if ill or injured and evacuated by boat to
Thanh Phu on a daily basis. Rifle company corpsmen treated injured or
sick civilians located in their immediate areas.

11. Lessons Learned.

a. Comment. On several occasions troop units were required to hold
up in areas totally unsuitable for good defense or individual rest.
Swamp water lévels rising to knee or waist deep permitted no sleep and
only minimum rest at night.

Recommendation. That simple, light weight nylon hammocks be .
made an item of individual equipment for operations in the Delta region.

This would allow off duty personnel to Jig down and gain benefit from sleep.
DECKHOUSE V terrain was characterized by deep swamps, but many trees

which would allow the use of such a hammock.

b. Comment. Some helicopter movements were delayed or prolonged by
the availability of only two CH-46 helicopters. Heavy loads beyond the
capability of the UH-34 are still prevalent within the standard BLT T/E.

Recommendation. That the allocation of CH-46 helicopters in
support of the SLF be increased from two to four.

¢, Comment. Radio relay communications provided rapid, reliable,
semi-secure communications between BLT CP ashore and SLF CP afloat. This
important link was maintained with little interruption in service.
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Recommendation. That Radio relay Shlp to shore communlcatlon
be retained as an integral part of the SLF system.

d. ‘Comment. Terrain limitations imposed by swamps, rivers, canals,
large paddies and mud created many problems for heavily laden troops.
Particularly true in this case is the flame thrower. Targets for this
weapon are also few and far bhetween. o

Recommendation. That the flame thrower section be held in general
reserve to be employed and hel@lifted into action at a specific site when
requested. Immediate retraction of the flame section is also advised
which would then put them in a position for re-charging and available for
use eélgewhere as required.

€. Comment. Rivers, canals, swamps, etc pose obstacles to foot
troops. Time or extra equipment is therefore needed to negotiate these
obstacles. In search and destroy operations against guerrilla forces,
slow movement almost always allows the enemy to escape.

Recommendation. That advance plans for Delta type operations
include considerations for many small unit troop lifts by helicopter
to leap frog these natural obstacles. This would take maximum advantage
of our superior mobility and enable the infantry units to find and fix
the enemy.

f. Comment. A lesson to be relterated is the deceptive establlshment
of CP's and PPB's. The VC scout friendly positions during daylight so as
to be able to deliver accurate fire into the position during hours of
darkness.

' Recommendation. That unit positions be moved frequently and after
dark. This will confuse the enemy as to actual locations and allow
friendlies to better observe VC firing positions when they fire into the
abandoned positions. This was done by BLT 1/9 during DECKHOUSE V and on
at least 3 occassions mortar fire fell on the recently abandoned positions
with negative results.

g. Comment. Tidal conditions in the Delta region have a decided effect
on troop movement and overall operations., Fields turn into lakes, streams
into rivers and expanses of mud into watery swamp land.

Recommendation. That planners and unit leaders pay particular
attention to tide tables and terrain studies. Time attacks and troop
movement to coincide with the most favorable tidal condition.

h., Comment. RF/PF Guides provided to BLT 1/9 for DECKHOUSE V were
incapable of passing on valid information due to their inability to speak
English and the inability of the Marines to understand Vietnamese. It's
felt that these guides could have been 1nvaluable had the language problem
been eliminated.
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Recommendation. That English speaking guides by made ayailable

for futher operations. An obvious alternate solution would be to provide
Marine units with capable Vietnamese-speaking Marines.

i, Comment. Radio equipment shortages on the SLF T/E required the
BLT to provide radios for use by the SLF. This resulted therefore, in
shortages within the BLT.

Recommendation. That the SLF procure sufficient radios to meet
its needs. This would then allow the BLT to take full advgntage of
assigned radio equipment.

J. Comment. Artillery battery firing positions must be selected
by the battery commander. In an amphibious operation preliminary site

selection can be made only by map study. As soon as the general area is .
considered at least semi-secure, a reconnaissance party should be landed
to select the specific battery firing position.

Recommendation. That Amphibious Landing Plans include consideration
for the early landing of Artillery Reconnaissance Parties. This would
allow for early selection of artillery firing positions and the orderly
landing of artillery units.

k. Comment. The COI for DECKHOUSE V assigned frequencies for the
Artillery Conduct of Fire and the Battalion and Company Tactical nets
very close together. This resulted in overlapping signals and the
interruption of communication on these extrem:ly vital circuits.

Recommendation. That in the future assignment of radio frequencies,
close attention be paid to the net traffic; radio set proximity and
traffic volume so that interference and interruption do not occur. ‘

1, Comment., Organic supplies and equipment of the BLT are too vol-
uminous and varied for the type shipping assigned to the ARG/SLF. This
excess equipment and supplies destroys the selectivity inherent in proper
combat loading and essential to any amphibious landing.

Recommendation. That supplies and equipment in excess of the needs
of the BLT for a particular operation be staged ashore prior to departure .
for the AOA or, and preferably, an additional ship be assigned to the ARG/
SLF which could provide follow-on shipping if speed would not allow it
to keep pace with main force.

m. Comment. Inltlal attempts to prov1de loglstlcal support directly
from LPH to the platoons proved unsatlsfactorya This system was not re-
sponsive in timeliness nor to the needs of the platoon.

Recommendation. That a limited BSA be established ashore, not
exceeding 2 DOS’ for all common use items. That helo resupply be direct
from BSA to using platoons. This would eleminate three echelons of coord-
ination and result in an overall simplification of the resupply chain.
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0. Comment. Plastic assault boats and motors procurred for use in
a riverine environment proved to have several draw backs. On three oc=-
casions boats were swamped and sank rapidly (two sank in shallow water
and ‘were récovéred,ione wasilost).. The motors designed for civilian use,
need modification, to make them suitable for military use.

Recommendation. That assault boats be modified to make them
unsinkable, The use of [loatation gear is recommended. That the motors
be modified doing away with the électric starter and necessary battery and
the key actuated switch be removed and a manual start be installed. That
a small spare parts bag be affixed to each motor, to include as a minimum
2 spark plugs, spark plug wrench, pliers, screw driver and shear pjins.

DISTRIBUTION: Special

(19) SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSHHED

HEADQUARTERS
Provisional Artillery Group
Special Landing Force
~FPO San Francisco 96601

3:RLC:d1m
Ser:
18 January 1967

From: Commanding Officer
To: Gommanding Officer, Special Landlng Force

Subj: Artillery Suppoft for Deckhouse V, After Action Report

1. DBACKGROUND. Terrain studies clearly indicated a general lack of suit-
able and accessible artillery firing positions throughlout the ACA. To
off-set this restriction and to insure adequate and continuous artillery
support, a platoon of LVTH-6's was attached to the SLF for this operation.
An additional artillery battery became available with the assignment of
Brigade Force Bravo, VNMC to the SLF task organization. In consideration

of these additional units and to insure tactical fire control, the artillery
was task organized into a Provisional Artillery Group.

2. GENERAL.

a. TASK ORGANIZATION.

PROVISIONAL ARTILLERY GROUP
Artillery Group Headquarters
Battery D(-) (Rein), 2ndBn. 12th Marines
107mm Howtar Battery, lst Bn., 12th Marines
2nd Platoon, 1lst Armored Amphibian Co. (LVTH-6's)
. 105mm Howitzer Battery, Vietnamese Marine Brigade

b. EXECUTION’ The spareity of suitable pogition areas and limited
access to the¢se areas dictated the following ipitial assigmment of missions
to the elements of the artillery group:

(1) BATTERY D (=) (REIN) 2ND BN 12TH MARINES

f Direct support of BLT 1/9.

(2) lO7MM HOWTAR BATTERY (REIN) 1sT By 12TH MARINES

Dlrect support Co D 1lst Bn., 9th Marlnes.

i

(3) 2D PLATOON lST ARMORED AMPHIBIOUS CO (LVTH=6)

Direct support Co. B 1lst Bn., 9th Marines,

f(h) 105 HOWITZER VNMC

Direct support Brigade Force Bravo (VMMC).
1 ENCLOSURE (4)
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On completion of the ship-to-shore movement all artillery reverted to the
‘tactical control of the artillery group. The 105 Howitzer Battery VNMC,
remained in direct support of Brigade Force Bravo, while the 107mm Howtar
Battery, lst Bn. 12 Marines, and the 2d Platoon, lst Armored Amphibian
Co. reverted to general support, reinforcing, for Battery D (-) (Rein) 24
Bn., 12th Marines. -

c. CONTROL. Tactical fire direction was maintained, through the
Fire Direction Center of Battery D while technical fire direction remain-
ed with the individual firing batteries,

d. AUGMENTATION.

(1)  ARTILIERY GROUP HEADQUARTERS. By utilization of the per=
sonnel and equipment within the Fire Direction Cember of Battery D, 2d

Bn. 12th Marines the following augmentation was required;

-1 LtCol 0802
1 Capt (0802
1 5/5gt 0848

(2) 105MM HOW. BATTERY VNMC. Liaison personnel and equipment
to provide for tactiecal control, request for reinforcing fires, and co-
ordination with other supporting arms consisted of the following:

1 - 55gt 0848
1 - Cpl 0844
4 - CpL/PFC 2531
3 - PRC 25 Radios

(3) 2D PLATOON, 1ST ARMOCRED AMPHIBIAN CO. The individual pla-
toons of the Armored Amphibian Co. have no organic fire direction cap-
ability. To provide this capability the following was provided from 9th
MAB resources: ' ' -

(a) PERSONNEL

1-1It 0802
2 - SSgt/Sgt 0848
L - Cpl/Pvt OBl
L = Cpl/Pvt 2531

1 - Cpl/Pvt 2511
1 - Cpl/Pvt 2543
18 - Cpl/Pvt 0811

Experience gained in Deckhouse V indicates that future use of the LVTH=6
as a part of the SLF will require the following changes in personnel
augmentation. Reduce the number of 0848's to one (1), and increase the
number of 0844's to five (5). Delete the 2511 and 2543, and increase the
2531's to six (6)., Reduce the number of 08ll's from eighteen (18) to
twelve (12).
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(v) FIRE DIRECTION EQUIPMENT

- Plotting Boards 36" X 24"

- Plotting Boards 48% X 484
FDC Chest GComplete

Iressles for plotting boards
Chest, latern, Gasoline

CP tent, complete

CTHNNHDDN
1

For future operations delete the two plotting boards 36" X 24", The re-
maining equipment is satisfactory as to quantity.

(c) COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT

2 - AN/PRC-25 with accessory pack
1 - AN/PRC-41 with PP 3700
2= AN/GRA-39

-3 = BB 451

AN/GRA 6 with H33/PT
ST-138 Backpack

BC-5 Chest

Helily

Boxes BAZQO

Box BA386

Boxes BA30

VIHENHDN
)

The following additions/deletions are recommended for future operations,
delete the AN/PRthl with PP3700. Delete the two AN/PRC-6's with H-33PT
and replace with two TA-l's, and add the following itemsff

1 - AN/PRC 25
1 - DR-8
2 - RC292
2 — RA-1
1 - AN/GRA-39

e. OCMMUNICATIONS. Control of artillery fire was requested and
coordinated through utilization of the following radio nets:

(1) Artillery Command/Fire Direction Net
(2) Conduct of Fire #1

(3) Conduct of Fire #2

(4) Conduct of Fire #3

(5) . AO Net #1

(6) AO Net #2

All request for artillery fire for BLT 1/9 units was passed over C of F
Nets #1 and #2 directed to Artillery Group/Battery D, 2d Bn. 12th Marines.
.On receipt of the mission, assignment of the firing unit was designated

- over the same net, and clearance to fire was granted or denied by FSCC.
During the period coordination was afloat, all request for clearance
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was submitted to the SACC over.the Arty. Command/Fire Direction Net, Re-
quest for clearance to fire and reinforcing fire, for Brigade Force

Bravo (VNMC) was over the Artillery Command/Fire Direction Net, with
"will adjust™ requests over the conduct of Fire #3. Conduct of Fire #3
was-reserved. exclusively for the VNMC. Aerial Observer Missions were
requested over the conduct of fire nets, and then assigned to a Firing
Battery and switched to the Aerial Observer Nets., Wire communications
was installed between Battery D, 2d, Bn. 12th Marines and FSCC, as well

as the LVTH-6 Battery.

3. CONCLUSIONb. The formatlons of the artlllery group was a practical
way of comtrolling the tactical fire direction of the artillery units
assigned for Deckhouse V. It provided for command control through one
Headquarters, and a centralization of the logistics requirements for the
Organic SLF Artillery Units, thus r6131v1ng the senior artillery battery
Commander and BLT Staff of these problems. While there was no require-
ment for logistic support of the VNMC Artllleny Battery by the Artillery
Group, there may be in fupure operations, thus increasing the desirability
of employment of the artillery group concept .

The employment of the LVTH-6 Platoon in the artillery role is effec-
tive and desirable for operations’in this type enviromment, where suit-
able landing beaches are available,in that it provides for greater flex~
ability of the artillery once ashore. While the platoon was effective
and carried out all assigned missions in an excellent manner, consider- A
ation should be given to changing the /0 to provide for a more artllleryf
oriented organlzatlon, ..

L RECOMMENDATIONS.

a. AQGMENTATION. That the persomnel and equipment listed in Para
II D above, be utilized for future operations where the formation of an
artlllery group is desired, and the LVTH-6 Platoon is utilized.

b. LVIH-6 PLATOON. A recommendation be farwarded to FMFPAC to
modify the T/O of the LVTH-6 Platoons to make the Platoon Commander

an 0802 vice 1803, and change ‘the T/O to glve 1t organic fire dlrectlon
capability. ' ’

c. AMMUNITION REQUIREMENTS. Ammunltlon requlrements for the LVTH
Platoon should be based on that requlred for a 105mm Howitzer Battery,
and not for the LVTH Platoon ammunition allowance. The Platoon is ubi-
lized as an artillery battery in addition to its initial mission of
direct fire support to the assault waves,

.1#55/1,Z(2?/ '

-~

R, L. CHRISTIAN Jr.

o
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HEADQUART I3
 Special Landing Ferce (TG 79.5) 7_7#0 01 2 1 8 1

U35 PRINCETON (LPF-5)
FPO San Francisco 95601

3:0G0:dIm
5750

Ser: 00B-£7
8 March 1947

SECRET-NOFORN \

From: Commanding Officer ‘

To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A02D)

Vie: (1) Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMF
(2) Comrmnding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Command Chronology for the period 1 February ~ 3 Karch 1947, subwiz:-
ion of el

Ref': (a) MCO 5750.2
(b) Brig0 5750.14
(¢) CG FNFPac msg 2619502 Julbb

Encl: (1) - Command Chronology -~ SLF
e 1(2) - Command Chronclogy — BLT 1/4
= wir (3) - Command Chronology - HMM 363
(4) .After Action Report, DECK HOUSE VI

1, In accordance with reference (a) through (e), the Commard Dhrave i

the Special Landing Force is submitted as enclosure (1) through f4).

2, The period was extended ﬁri‘;i“ough 3March in ordsr to include the t.w o
tion of Operation DECK HOUSE VI Phase II.

H. D. WORTMAN
Colonel, U. 3. Marine Corps
Commanding
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SLCRL T =NOPOLN WFLCLL LalLING - CG0L
Ccomand Chronology

b |

1. Crgenization Data

a. Jesignation. The oSpecicl Lunling Force has the Tusk Decooaz o
Task Group 79.5.

b. Gomgosition. The Special Lardine rorce was composed as €~11owr:

ua SRS RS ch 1967 = SLP ~ Colonel.H..D. WORTMAN
1 Pe‘bmary . 3 March 1967 - BLT 1/4 ~ LtCol J, WESTERMAN
1-28 Pebruary 1967 ~ HMM 363 - I+Col K. E. HUNTINGTON
1-3 Marck 1967 < HMM 363 - Major M. L. DAY

¢. Locations. The Special Landing Force wae embarked aboard the jimphi.
bious Ready Group, consisting of the following:

U3S o s (LPH-2) 1 February - 3 March 1757
USS VANCCUVLRE (LFD-2) 1 February - 3 March 1987
US3 THOMASTON (LSb-28) 2 Fehruary -~ 3 March 1947
U3S DIACHENKO (aFD-123) 1-3P47, 10Peb-aré7

USS POINT DEFIANCE (LSD-BI) I-SJM 1967

USS MERRICK (AKA=96) 1€ February ivor

d. average lonthly Strength. .Does not include TiD Persoun il
SIF Staff: USMC Off -« 12 USMC Enl - 30 USN Off - O LIN Und o

P T. USKC Off - 67 USHMC Enl — 1633 12N Off — 2 13 7.1 o %
HMM: USKC Off - 58« USMC Enml - 193 JON CEF - 1 UL

e. Commanding Officer and Staff., (Dees mot dncioads TiD T oee )
Col H. D, UCETMAN  ~ Commanding Officer

LtCol J. M. LAMDRIGAN - Executive Offirer
LtCol D. R. BRIMHER = Sw3

liajor H. B, CROSBY IIT -~ Asst 3=3
¥ajor . M. THURBER ~ Asst 3.3
ajor J. H. BROUJOS = Asst D=3
Major L. W. HERICH. w Sl

Capt  H. A. AYRRS =~ CommO
fapt F. E, HBEURING ~ Asst CommQ

Capt B. S. MCKENKA - Asst S-3/iir Observer
1stlt J. D. CHAPMAN -

2dit D. C. SCHULTZ = Asst I

241t C. G, COMER -~ Asst 3-3/Air Observer

1 SECRLTMOP 1Y

Ened ey s

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

fo. TAD to the B1F for Special Operations

-y

SECRET-NOFORN

1PebwdMaré? - Major C. A, DIXON ~ NAG 15, SLF Alr Officer

IPeb-2Mare] ~ Major L. F. THOMPSON - ExD, 1/13, SLF Arty Greup Cormarder
7Feb~2aré7 ~ LtCol V. J. FPROSS Jr. = €0 ProvSerBn, Liaison Officer

7 w 21Feb67 - Cmdr H, ¥, EATON, Chaplain, 9thMAn, Observer

7 - 23Pebb? ~ Cmdr B, J. SULLIVAN, USN (MC) Surgeon, 9thMAB, Observer
10Feb-2Martf= Capt G, B. FILES, GthM\B, FDO, ProvirtyGrp

U Feb-2MarbT- Gol .Ja.ha GALLO, CTG 79.4, Observer

U Feb-2Maré7- Major B. JORDAN, Task Force X-Ray, Liaison Officer

1 Feb-2Maré7~ It M, GROTH, U.5, Army, IIT

1Feb-3Maré7- Lt HOA, ARVN, Liaison Officer

UFeb-3Maré7?- 14 R J. DALTON, TthMar, Liaison Officer
22Feb-3Marb7- Capt P. MURPHY, USS CANBERRA, TAQ

2, Chronology of Sipmificant Fvents During the perdod 1 February - 3 March 1947,

a, The following is a concise review of the activities of the Speeclal Land-
ing Force (CTG 79.5). Detailed information of BLT 1/4, HMM 363 is shown
in the appropriste comand chronology, enclosures (2) and (3). Detailed
information on DECK HOUSE VI is shown in enclosure (4).

b, 1=15 February 1967

(1) On 1 Pebruary the USS IWO JIMA departed Keelung, Taiwan enroute to
Subic Bay, R.P.

(2) On 3 February the U3S IWO JIMA arrived in Subic for rehearsal of
MUDPUFPY IIT. Major THOMPSON, Ex0, 1/13 reported aboard for MUD-
PUPPY IIY and Operation DECK HOUSE VI. The USS IWO JIMA departed
Subic Bay, H.P., for Mindoro and MUDPUFPY III joined by the USS
THOMASTON and USS MERRICK,

(3) On 4 Pebruary exercise MUDPUPFY IIJ commenced on Mindoro. Twelve
Armed Forces press representatives arrived aboard for a two day
briefing., RAdm VANNOY and Radm BURKE visited CTG 76.5 and CTG 79.5
aboard the US3 IWO JIMA, '

5o

(4) On 6 February Colonel WORTMAN, Major BROUJOS, Captain AYERS, Captzin
HEURING, Lieutenant CHAPMAN and TG 76,5 representatives departed
for DaNang to meet with GG, III MAF, CG lstMarDiv, 1etMAW; and Task
Force X-Ray for SPECOPS planning. Ixercise MUD FUPPY IIT completed
and all shipping ceparted for Subic Bay, R.P.

(5) On 7 February the USS IWO JIMA, USS THOMASTON and USS VANCOUVER
arrived in Subic Bay, R.P, LtCol PROSS Jr.; Pro.SerBn, Cmdr EATON,
Cmdr SULLIVAN reported aboard for DECK HOUSE VI.

“SECRET -NOFORN
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From 7 through 1 February the uLF cbmucted extens:.ve training
ashore, The SLF camp was not utll:l.zed due to the short "in port"

On 8 Februe.ry the BLT l/b, ALO conducted a CASEX with VMA 223 at
Tabones Range. _

On 1C February CTG 79 5 and CTG 76 5 representatives returned
from the mltlal DECF HOUw_ VI plannmg conference,

On 12 February the USS WO JHIA, thc Us3 THOMAOTON and the USS

- VANCOUVER depa.r’ced Subic Bay, Z. F. s enroute to I CTZ RVTM

(10)

(11).

15 -

On 14 February the mG/ow was ni’f the coast of I CTZ, RVN and
CTG 79.5 and CTG 76,5 and staff representatives made flnal Prepara-
i D":CK“HOI “B%IIIIM, 1stiarDiv, lstlilll and Task

““Brigadier General ILIZGLK, GG gth lMarine Amphibious

Brlgade, a"ld'Colonel GALLO, CTG 79.L aboard to observe portion of
DECK HOUSE VI.‘_ ,

On 15 l‘ebruary D-Da3r was postnone& due to heavy seas and low visi~

bility £ or supportlng air,

26 I‘ebrvary 1967 DECK HOUSE VI Pha.se I.

(1)

(2)

On 16 February Operat::_on DECK T—IOUSZE VI commenced with the 1a.nd:mg
of BLT 1/4 by hellcopters and 1apiing crafl,

From 16 ~ 26 February the hRG/QLF conducted Operation DECK HOUSE
VI in Oua,ng Ngai Province, Southem I CTZ, EVN.

On 17 “ebruary Vlce Admiral HYLAND COLEBVENTEE‘LT ard Rear Admiral

BURKE, CTG 76 visited CTG 75.5 and CTG 79.5 a.board the USS IO JIHA

On 19 & 3brudry Lr. SILKWOOD, DOD Rc;aresentatlve arrived aboard th:

3 TWO JIMA foraH orienﬁ”@“blow ¥ABit T Brigad¥eF General BECKER De—
puty CG, 1st .ir Cavalry Division and Brigadier General STIITS,
Task I'orce X-R"*' visited CTG 79. 5 a.boazd the U35 IO JIMA.

On 20 Fe’cruar:,r Operatz.ona :owtrol of the 3LF passed to Task Force
X-Ray, via CCMSEVENTHFLT, CG III MAF and 'CC lst arDiv (COMIZVINTH-

- FLT msg 19121CZ Febb7, CG III I'aF msg 2001204 Febb7 and C% 1st lar
Div msg 2007457 Febé73

(6)

On 2]. bebruary Commander EATON %h KAB Chapla:.n departed for COkinawa,

3. . SECRET-NOFORN
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On 23 Fehruary COMUSNLCY, CZ Ystharbiv and CG Task Force X-Ray

a s altended a planning
ing of Creration DECK HOU.:AL
Lsited

g

UG 79.5 aboard the

£
visited ELT 1/4 ashore, Corrander SULLIVAN; 9tallaB Surgeon de-
~arisd for Okinawa.

(.Y on 25 Pebruary CTG 79.0 and rerresentative
conference at Chu Lai for finai ;;l,a.;m
UI frase II. IiCol BRECNARS, CO 2/7 wvisite

(9

27 . .uaary - 3 Farch 1967 LLCK HUJ. - VY Thase IZ

1) (a 27 Jolruary Phase IT commenced vith the landing of BLT 1/4 by
Leiicopter and landing crafu.

(<) <wo &¢ scobruary = 3 harch the aliy/oLF conducted operation JuCK

SO0 VT Phase IT in northern (uarl Lgal Province, Southern I
CUn, HVN.

g0 Pabraars the CG, IIT MaF; CG, Task Force X-lay and Colonel
Teon, U, 216 o4VN Division visited CTG 76.5 and CTG 79.5 aboard
e Lo Lo JIMA.

On 3 lorch Operation JLCK HOUSE VI Phase I terminated with the
reartbarkalion of the SIF in the AlG assigned shipping.

L SECRET-NOFORN
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HES DOUARTERS
Special Landing Force (TG 79.5)
USS PRINCETCON {LPH=5)
FPO San Francisce 96601

3sJHBsdlm )
Ser: XOUmET (OF-€
10 March 1967

SECRET=NOFCORN

Frop: Commanding Officer
Tos Conmanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Seventh Fleet

Subj: Combat After Action Report, DECK HOUSE VI

Encl: (1) SLF, After Action :heport, DECK HOUSE VI
. {2} HMM 363, After Action Report, DECK HOUSE VI
- (3} BLP 1/h, After Action Report, DECK HOUSE VI,
(4} Amphibious Objective Area Overlay

1. Enclesure {1) contains the Special Landing Foroe After Actiom Report
for DECK MOUSE VI Phase I and hase IZ.

2. Enclosures (2) through (4, amplify enclosure (1), Comments on appro=
priate portions of subordinate unit After Action Reporte are contained in
pevagraph  of enclosure (1).

3. This letter may be downgréded to unclassifled upon removal of enclo-

sures (1) through (4).
Yo

o D, WORTHAN
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CubBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT, DECK HOUSE ¥I IHaSE I

Vup Reference: Vietnam, AMS L70L4, 1:50,00C Sheets 6738 T and II; 6838
III alﬂ IV. -

1. oOpevation DECK HOUSE VI was a unilaferal aifphibiovs operation utili-
zing waterborne and heloborne assault forces. It was gonducted in accor-
danes with NwP=22(4).

2. The operstion was divided into two phases: Fhase I being conducted

in the Sz Huynh Area and Phase II conducted in the Due Pho Area. Both
apeas are located in southern Quang Ngai lrovince, I CIZ, RVN (vic BS9221).
vhase I commenced on 16 Pebruary 1967 at 0930H with the landing of the
initial helo~lifted assault ferces in L Robin (B3902254) and LZ Parrot
{83894234 ;, approximately five miles inlami. The surface assault forces
isnded on Blue Beach (BS923213) at 1000H. This phase was terminated at
18C0H cn 26 February 1967, upon the backloading of BLT 1/L. Phase II is
roported separsteély., T T 7T - S ——

3, Task t;‘:rganizat'ign”

Opeeial landing Force ‘ Colonel H. D. WORTMAN
Hi: 363 {kein) - LtCol K. E. HUNTINGTON
Det., V#0-2 (2 UH-IE)
Det., VHO=6 (2 UH-IE)
Det., HM-164 (2 CH=446A )
BLT /b - LtCol J. WESTERMAN
i rovArtylrp . Major A. F. THOMPSON

L, Intelligsnce

a. Terrain e

{1 Geperal

(a) Sa ifuynh is the only point in the I Corps area whers a
branch of the central mzssif extends to the coastline that is VC controlled.
This festure afforded tactical advantages and offered protectiom amd con-
cealment for supply routes. A sheltered harbor and anchorage and several
landing beaches in the area enhance the attractiveness of Sa Huynh as an
infiltration point.

(2) Landforms
(a) Coastal Plain

Enclosure (1)
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1 FHugged hills in the central portion rise abrupbly
from the coastal pla:.ns with elevatiqns up to 300 meters.

2 A narrow bea.ch, Ool to 1 5 kilometers wide, is
located along a major portion of the coastline, with an average elevation
of ten meters and sand dunes scattered throughout. A large number of
hamlets are interspersed throughout t,he riceland and the undergrouth fore
est of the ccastal plains,

b . w Si‘buation

(1) General. The area of operation was a major resuppl;r and
rest area for the enemy, supplylng the ma jority of the salt for I Corps
and II Corps. Viet Cong forces committed in the Sa Huynh area included
one NVA Main Force Regiment, one VC Local Force Regimont, five separate
battalions and ‘two enemy companies,

Co Omer of Bat.’c.:l.ea (Fhase I}
(1; 1th Bn, 22nd NVh_Regt zrd NVA Div

.;trepgth. Approx 350
‘Weapons:  Unknown
Location: Reported as moving north on 27 January 1967 frem

(2) &t g Bn, 22@ NVA Regt 2rd NVA Div

Strength: Approx 250

Weapons:  Unknown

Location: Reported as moving north on 27 January 1967 from
© B39104. )

(3) Elements of the h _Sapper Ba

£

Strangth: Unknown A
Weapons: 1 8lmm mortar
- 2 60mm mortar
2  57mm recoilless rifle
2 30Cal. machineguns
Unknm number of small arms

d. Eneg Gontact bx BLT 1/4 '

(1) On D<Day, the enemy av01ded La.rge scale conmtacts, but. made
extensive use of snipers to harass friendly units and fire at heligopters,

2 . . Enclosure (1)
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Mines, explosive devices, arnd punji stakes were encountered. A road-
block was destroyed. During the remainder I Fhase I, enemy small
units continued to harass friendly units, using small arms, automatic
weapons, surprise firing devices, grenades, and, on occasion, satchel
charges. The BLT destroyed tunnel complexes; assorted small arus ame-
munition, bunkers, puji traps, and storage aFeas, Supporting arms
were used continuously and effectively by the BLI, often reeulting

in secondary explosions, On D plus 10 (3March 1967), backloading was
corducted with light enemy contact., Total results during Phase I
were 205 enemy killed and 20 detainees were processed, resulting in

1 PW/VC captured. ' : ’

5. Mission. As directed by COMSEVENTHFLT message 111616Z February
1967 (Initiating Directive), the mission of the Landing Force was to
conduct a search and destroy operation against VC Main and Local For
« guerrilla units and NVA units in the Sa Huynh 3alt Flat Area; con-
duct search and destroy operations to the north astride and to the
east of Natiomal Highway ne; be prepared to continue search and des-
troy operations in the Nui Dau area; link up with and support lst

- larine Division operations to the north; and upon completion or when

stherwise directed execute a tactical withdrawal.

6. Concept of Operations. Operation DECK HOUSE VI Phase I was a uni-
jateral amphibious operation corducted by the ARG/SLF; utilizing both
waterborne and heloborne assault landings. During this phase;, Opera=-
tion DHCK HOUSE VI was separate from, but conduct concurrently with
Operation DESOTO (3rd Battalion; 7th Marines (Rein)) in the Due Pho
area (BS8138) of Quang Ngai Province, I CTZ. To prevent in/exfiltra-
tion of VC/NVA forces in the Sa Huymh Salt Flat Area, blocking posi-
tione were established inland at major routes of egress. Subsequently,
search and destroy operations were conducted north along the natural
littoral approach to the Nul Dau lowlands, This phase was character-
ized by aggressive small unit movement, mutiudl support and maximum
ubilization of supporting arms. To gain the advantage of attacking
from the rear and flank, the SLF, utilizing its inherent mobility,
reoriented the direction of attack from West to East, From positions
in the Piedmont area search and Jestroy operatione were COnduct
through the Nui Dau lowlands to the sea. -

7. Ixecution

a. Operation DECK HOUSE VI was executed in accordance with CIG
79.5 OPLAN 120A=67 ard supplemented by a Frag Order. '

b. D=Day was tentatively established as 15 Fe’bruary 1967, with
LeHour at 080C and H-Hour at 0830. Due to Iow ceilings and limited
visibility which would hinder helicopter operations and close air

3 Enclosure (1)
o SECRET-NOFORN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
SECRET-NOFORN

¢. On 16 February 1967, SiF landed its heloborne assault forces at .
0930H and its waterborne assault forces at 100H. By nightfall on D-Day

blocking positions kot bwen csteblished at all routes of egress in the.

objective area and the SLF was prepared to conduct deliberate search and

destroy operations in its assigned area at first light on D plus 1. (See
enclosures (2) through (4) for details of execiition).

8. Results. Ses enclosures (2) through L)

9o Commanderis Analysis. This apalysis is limited to those matters at
the Special Landing Force level. BLT and Squadron Commander’s analysis
ig contained in their respective report3, enclosures (2) through (4).

a. Flanning

(1) Flanning commenced on 7 February 1967 at III MAF Headquarters
when CTG 79.5 and representatives of CIG 76.5 were briefed by the G=3 and
other staff members of III MAF and lst Marine Division. During two days
at Task Force X-Kay located at Chu lai, CTG 79,5 and staff members con-
tinued the planning and visited the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines CP at Nui
Lang. A helicopter reconnaissance was flown over the proposed objective
area. This was followed by a visit Lo the 2nd ARVN Division Headquarters
at Quang Kgai. Upon return to IIT MAF Headquarters, Tinal conferences
were held, - B Eo

(2} During the initial conferences, staff representatives of 1II
KAF proposed a concept of operations involving four phases, employing the
SIF for a period of 22 to 30 days. Since the normal pericd of employment.
for Special Cperations is approximately 10 days, the concept of operations
was changed and divided into two phases, the length of the second depend-
ing on the existence of profitable targets. As finalized, Phase I called
for a unilateral amphibious landing and search amd destro operations ' in
the Sa Huynh area, and Phase II called for search ard deszroy operations
north of the Duc Pho/Nui Dang area.

(3) During the planning phase, the following steps were accom-
pliShedn o , .
(a} Maps, area amalysis, and enemy order of battle were pro=
cured. ‘ .

. (b} Aerial reconnaissance of the ACA and tentative selection
of HLZ's and landing beaches was conducted,

(¢) Communication frequencies were assigned and »coozdinat.ed,

which included ship~to-shore Orestes for rapid and secure transmission of
tactical information. : S

L Enclosure (1)
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(d) Arraesgements wore completed for the processing of de-
tainces and disposition of captured VC. B

(e) Procedures for casualty evacuation of VN casualties and
U.S. personnel were finalized. ‘ N

(f) Command relationships were discussed in consonance with
NWP-22(A) . ] -

{g) The requirement for logisticél support of the SLF was
discussed in detail in view of the proposed extended operation,

(h) Arrangexhents for psychdlogicai warfare operations, in-
cluding leaflet drops and loudspeaker teams, were tentatively planned.

(1) The requirement for sﬁﬁplies “for a short-range civic
action program vere discussed. - ‘

U)Azge.n‘genenf.é were made to oﬁfhin a Quang Ngai District
representative to be physically present in SACT/FSCC during the operation.

(k) Liaison requirements were discussed and it was agreed
that the SLF would maintain liaison officers at Task Force X-Ray, DASC,
and 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines. h

‘ “(4) Té"inSurériﬁ;tiiaI "fsupport.‘vand'pr’eé"f‘ixde interfer{ené.e during
the operation, it was agreed that all forces im the ACA weuld be respon-
sive to the LFC through CATF. ,

b, Intelligence. Prior to DECK HOUSE VI, arrangements were made for
maps, area studies, aerial photography, Red Haze, daily intelligenceé sum-

maries, ITT personnel, and support ior hamiling civilian detainees.

(1) Area study and OOB were provided by MACV, III MAF, Task Force
X-Ray, 2nd ARVN Division G=2 and 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, COMUSMACY
provided ITT personnel. Aerial photography was provided by the 1st MAW,
Trtelligence sumiaries were provided daily from III MAF, Task Force X-Ray
and 1st Field Forces Vietnam. ANO, Cubi Point, P.I., and Task Force X-Ray
provided mep requirements. o .

(2) Previocus intelligence indicated elements of the 22nd NVA Regi-
ment, 4OFth Sapper Battalion and unknown units in the area. Due to the
enemy's ability to avoid contact, remain well hidden and exfiltrate the
AOA, none of the above units were confirmed. o

c. Command Relstionships, Operation TECK HOUSE VI was a unilateral
amphibious operation with command relationships in accordance with NWP-

ey e e

5 0. L Enclosure (1)
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22(A). During Phase I, OFCON of the SLF was passed to (G III MAF at
200001H February 1967. CG III MAF passed control to 1lst Marine Divi-
sion, who in turn passed it to Task Force X-Ray. Contact between the
1st Air Cavalry Division to the south and the SLF was by radic com=
munication, which was maintained during Phase I to coordinate troop
movement and supporting fires. The 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, whose

TAOR was partially within the ACA, was responsive to the SLF Commander,

with the TACR designated as a Fire Coordination Line. ILink-up points
were utilized to coordinate tactical maneuvers.

d. Supporting Arms

(1) To support the landing and scheme of maneuver ashore for
Operation DECK HOUSE VI, control and coordination of all supporting
arme in the ACA was initially by the Amphibious Task Force Commander.
The coordination of all supporting fires was accomplished in the
Supperting Arms Coordination Center aboard the USS Iwo Jima until
passed ashore to the Landing Force Commander at OOUlH on 20 February
1967. The Special Landing Force Commander exercised coordination of
supporting arms by the establishment of an SIF Fire Support Coordina-
tion Center which was co=located with the 3rd Battalien, 7th Marines
Command Post and in close proximity to the Mini-~DASC at Nui Dang.
The SLF FSCC was assigned the mission of coordinating fires for the
3rd Battalion, 7th Marines and BLT 1/ in their assigned areas. All
artillery was coerdinated by the establishment of the Artillery Com-
mand/Fire Direction Net while Naval Gunfire was coordinated on the
Naval Gunfire Control/Support Net. Each battalion was assigned an
Artillery Conduct of Fire Net and Shore Fire Comtrel Spot Het for
ad justment of fire from direct support artillery and assigned direet
support ships. A common Tactieal Alr Request Net was established
for close air support, and each battalion had its own Tactieal Air
Control Party Local Net for internal control and coordination. Heo
major probleme existed during this period and both battalions proved
to be highly proficient in fire support coordination matters.

{(2) A Provisionsl Artillery Group was formed for Phase I of
Operation DECK HCOUSE VI to control and coordinate the artillery sup-
port of "G* Battery, 3rd Battalion; 12tk Marines, in direct support
of 1/h; "I* Battery, 3rd Battalion; llth Marines, in direct support
of 3/7; and two 155 Howitzers with ARVN forces and the 107 Mortar
Battery, 3rd Battalion, 12th Marines, assigned in general support
of the Landing Force,

[ Enclosure (1)
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e, Logistics

(1) Logistic support for the SLF was provided solely from em-
berked supplies sboard the ARG shipping. Prior to commencement of DECK
HOUSE VI, liaison was established to coordinate possibls SLF logistic
support from in-courtry sources. All supplies were delivered directly
to units ashors by helicopter from ARG shipping. Logistic support of
the BLT ashore was adequate and responsive to 3LF requirements.

(2) Initial evacuation of casualties, civilian and military,
was to the LFH. Seriously injured civilians were subsequently evacua=
ted to ARVN hospitals in Quang Ngal by helicopter. Military casualiies

wiring specialized attention were evacuated to the Naval Hospital at
DaMang as were all USMC KIA.
f. Compunications

(1} The communication requirements for DECK HOUSE VI were quite
extensive, In addition to the normal ARG/SLF requirements, it was neces-
sary to provide cperstors and equipment from SLF assets to supplement the
operation ashore. Fowr additional radio operators and four FH radios
were provided by the 9th Marine Amphibious Brigede as augmentation for
the Provizional Artillery Group which was organized for this operation.

{2} The usual problems were encountersd in the coordination and
ubilization of FM frequencies within the cobjective ares causing some
overlap with adjacent in~-country units and task-organized units. Four
charnel radio relay was established the evening of D-Day anl served as
the primary means of communieations between BLT 1/4 and the SLP Headquar-
ters. Cn D plue 2 radic relay was established with 3rd Battalion, 7t¢h
Marines, linking up the BLT and SLF. This gave the SLF volce capability
to Task Foree X-Ray and First Marine Division,

{3} Covered voice communications {KY-8 NESTCR crypto system)
was not operational as plamned due to two VRC=46 radios becoming non
cperational urtil D plus 10,

{4} Repair parts for the AN/PHC=25 had to be supplied by Task
Force X-Ray as the LSU did not come equipped with spare parts for the
repair of AN/PRC-25's. The parts carried by the LSU are for the AN/PRC-
10 and AN/FRC=6 which are no longer employed with the BLT/SIF.,

(8% During the time the LSU was attached to the BLT they diq
not have a Commnication-Electronics repair facility established aboard
any of the three ships. The Communiscation-Electronics test equipment

consisted of one LV=7, cne UBRM 48, one ME-1lU and two incomplete USM-15
was not adequate to provide third echelon repair. '

7 Enclosure (1)
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g. Special bugmentation Fquipment

(1) Augmentatiom equipment assigned to the SLF included 4 UHIE's
(3 armed and 1 unarmed ) and 2 CH-6 helicopters, The value of UHIE heli-~
copters to the SLF has been clearly demonstrated in prior operations and
was confirmed during this operation., However, whereas on DECK HOUSE V
the helicopters wers avallable during training and plamning periods, on
DECK HOUSE VI they did mot arrive until the morning of the operation,
Prior planning and at least a brief period of orientation are esssential
for smoockh and coordinated trocp lifts and ground support. A mix of
three armed and one unarmed UHIE helicopters provided excellent flexi-
bility. The UHIE {unarmed) is able to accomplish effectively the mis-
sion of comuand and control, reconnaissance, amd TAD. With three armed
UHIE helicopters, it was possible to schedule them, 80 as to provide two
T4C{4) helicopters on station at all times during daylight hours. The
1ift and positioning of the MEC-62 radio equipment by the CH=-46 helicep-~
ter gave the SLF the capability ashore of multi-channel radio relay com-
manications, However, the SLF heavy lift requirement exceeds the capa=
bility of an averags inegountry CH-L6, There is a valid requirement for
a stripped-down wersion of the CH=46 or a OH-53 to 1ift downed CH=34's
and artillery pisces, During the critical peried of backloading the SLF
from Red Beach, the oparation was delayed four hours awaiting the arrival
of a CH-L6 capable of lifting a CH-34 downed by mechaniecal difficulty.

h. Giviec dction

The sympathy of the population around 3a Huynh wes considered
pro=VC. Therefors civic asction was limited in most of the area, How-
ever, a successful program was comducted in the villages of Thach By
and Chi Trung where 1438 people were given mediecal and dental assistance,
The attituds of the people initially was non-committal, but gradually
they adopted a more frienmdly attituds.

i. Psychological Operations. Troop units wers disciplined and well-
behaved. They respected the rights and properties of the populace. Dur~
ing the operation, approximately 250,000 leaflets were released over a
three=day pericd, varying from Chieu Hoi (open arms) to warning of our
overwheludng Sirepower. A BJU detachment was effectively employed during
the operation, ubilizing & loudspeaker system.
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PART II. COMBAT AFTRRE ACTION REPCHT, QPERATIQ' DECK HOUSE VI PHASE II.

Map Reference: Vietpam, AM3 Series L70 Ols, Shests 6738 I amd II; 6838
T and IV.

1o Gwmmnm DECK HOUSE VI km% I concluded with the backloading of
BLT 1/4 on 26 Pe NH.  The SLF, under OPCON of Task Force
X-Ray, then commenced Pmm 11, prepared for repositloning approximate-
ly twelve miles t north at Green Beach.

2. Operation DECK HWU
by a multi-hattalion for
of Task Force J o

SLF jolned tnw OF

@ IT of L};@mmfm DECK HOUSE VI, For-
lions, the SLF, lat Battalion, 5th Map-

ces Cons: .

ines, and 3 '?ﬁ:,h E«ﬂrimﬂw with combat, and combat service
support unit e operation commenced on D minus 1 (25 Februsry 1967)
with movement of el of ARVE

il Marine forces into blocking 8i-
tions, wnoed upwata.m on D plus 1 (27 February 1 750
with the wat . lapding of C Company ab Green Beach (%812&87) at
GHBQHQ falmcwaad b:% m«» h@i@bwm landing of & and B Companies in LZ
ar g OO0, The srea of operations was
v of uwng hm Pr*wmmu 1 CTZ; Bepublic of Vietnam,

- grganization of the SLF was changed
he Provisional Artillery Group upon the

rd Battalion, 11th Marines assumed conitrol
wm-e» on DEUK HOUSE VI/DESOTO.

mml.w:mn of
of all arti

e Imbelliem

T
i,

g. The obi ve ares comprises a sectiom of the Quan Duc Pho Die-
trict loe the mv“ﬁ-hm"n po m oof Gueng Ngal Province. The

arsa is bounded on the b by

the Quan Duz Pho District line; and on
. M

h of the ares is covered with light
‘hms or low grass, The sres along the Song Cau is cultivated

. year., There are mm@' hamlets throughout the area and
wided by hedgerows

,, The enemy units in the objective area con-
sisted of el@mmﬁ mf Two unidentified battalions (possibly the 19th
B&*t&lmn mml ‘th@ 93rd Battalion). The strength of the battalions

350G bo l.l.,,,w,, W, ‘I"kw were armed with approximately 2 to
3 75mm ER P05 ;.?; { 2435 {possible) and 82mm mortars and
i HMG. F ibions @nmi%eﬂ of extanzive and well-
wnﬁtmr‘*t :
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¢. Enemy Comtact by BLT 1/h. Commencing D plug 1 and until ter-
mination of Phase 1[I, small size enenmy units employed automatic and
small armg fire from convealed positione om advancing friendly units,
During the mghu :ﬁmm el g yfﬂbm wers made, employing grenades,
small arms fire, and A0um and 82mm mortars. Surprise firing devices
conbinued to be wﬂ@am erad, During Phase II, 76 enemy were killed
and 22 detaineas v orted to Dus Fho.

5. Mission. SLF as mt‘t of Task Force I-Ray conducted search and
destroy operations agsinst enswy forces in the area from Mo Duc-Duc
Pho boundary to the mouth of the Song Tra Gau River.

. The conzspt of opsrations called for the
w M*cbmvw and waterborne weans in the nor-
zned M@ » establishment of a blocking posi-

: srate @earch and destroy opera-
g of the 3LF, two ARVN Battalions,

P Battalion, Pth Mardnes had estab-
, west and south, to force the snemy
lock exfiltration from the area. Maximum
riing fires. Artillery fire support was
trer Dattery and 107mm Mortar Battery of the
reind ng fires from artillery units assig-

6, Conrept of ! pﬂm
repositioning of the
thern portion of m
tion; and condust
tions. Prio

1% B&%,‘ﬂ;g'“ Lo,
lished posit:

toward the BUF &
reliance was pl
provided by the
BLT; with gean:
ned to Task ¥

e

7. Execution.

. wge I was executed in accordance
with Task &7 and SLF Frag Order Number 1.
b, B S Pebwuary 1967. SLF, having

1 26 February 1967, was reposi-
; y lavding of C Compeny atross

completed b
tioned on

Green EHe veany Janded in LZ Bat at O905H.
The firat i ! v small arms fire, resulting in
g of i h "”kw u’«mm.mi@r of A Company and all of

B Company wer y landed by o in an alternate LZ vicinity of Green
Beach, followsd by the 1USmm Howitzer Battery amd the 107Tmm Mortar Bat-

tery, D & blocking pozition in the
northern the BLT had consolidated

its position search and destroy operationa.

c. By
On D plus 5, backloa
to Amphibiou
sures (2) tho
details of this

/4 had completed operations in Sector Okinawa.

moved through Sectors Guam and CGuadacanal,

a3 vompleted and CFCON of the S5IF was passed
55, nder, at O31800H March 1967. (See enclo-

Action Heporbs of BLT l/fq. and HMM 3639 for

10 Enclosure (1)
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§. Results. (See enclosures (2) through-{4). + - =&

9, Commapder's Analysis. This analysis is limited to operations dur-
ing DECK HOUSE VI Phase II,

&. FL ng

- {1) As operations during Fhase I proceeded; CTG 79.5 maintained
close and continucus contact with CG Task Force X-Ray. -Daily staff
visits were made to Task Force X=Bay CP at Nui Dang. On 21 February
1967, at a conference of CG Task Force X-Ray, CO 7th Marines, and CIG
79.5, a concept was developed and subsequently approved by CG III MAF,

(2) As the enemy situstion changed, the SIF maintained ite
uniquely responsive posture for imwediate reaction by heloborne antl/or
waterborne mesns, The friendly situation alsc was a determinant in
the planning stage, since the availability of five battalions permitted
the employment of the SLF in a blocking and search and destroy mission
along the coast as other uniis moved eastward, Coe oy

(3) The location of the SLF lisison officer, air officer, and
fire support coordinater at Task Force X-Rey CP ab Nul Dang facilitated
close and effective coordination and plamning.

(4) Task Force X-Ray Frag Order 8-47 was received ome day prier
to D=Day. Frag Crders of the SLF arpd BLT reflected the landing plan
pporting fire plen contdlned in CTG 79,5 OPLAN 130M+67"std SLF -
and BLT Frag Orders issued for Fhase I, and this permitted the reposi-
tioning of the SLF within o peried of fourteen howrs, AT,

Intelligence, Prier to Fhase 11 of DECK HOUSE VI, arrangsments
wers made for maps, aerial photography, daily intelligence summaries,
azd current order of battle, Area studies and OCB wers provided by MACY,
I Corps G=2, lst Marine Division G2, and 3rd Battallon, 7th Marines.
District Headquarters, Quang Hgai Provinee, provided a blacklist. Maps
and photography were furnished by Task Force X-Ray. Frevious intellli-
genco indicated that there were elements of two battallons in the objecw
tive area. However, sufficient intelligence was not avallable to con=
firm these units.

Co pand Relstionships. During Phase II dre rqﬁind;:um
OPCCH of Task Force X-Hay., Task Force X-Ray retained OPCON of SIF until
0318CCH March 1967, when it wae passed back to 1st Marine Divisien; to
III MAF, and then to Amphibious Task Force Commander.

ds Sum_ riing Arme

(1) On 26 Pebruary Task Force X-Ray assumed operational com=
trol/command of Operation DECK HOUSE VI and Operation DESOTO with the

1 Enclosure (1)
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establishment of headquarters at Nul Dang. That headquarters estabe ‘
lished & Task Force X-Hay FSCC to coordinate the fires of the SLP, 3rd
Battalion, 7th Marines, lst Battalion, 5th Marines, and two ARVN Bat-
tallons, Upon assumption of coordination by Task Force X-Ray FSCC,

the SLF FSCC was established on the USS Iwo Jima, utilizing facilities
in SACC for fire cocrdination of SLF units. Task Force X-Ray PSCC
established communications on the Artillery Command, Artillery Fire
Direction and the Artillery Conduct of Pire Nets with each supporting
battery, The NGF Control/Suppert Net and three Shore Fire Control Spot
hets were activated for coordivation of naval gunfire., Tactical Adp
Request Nets and Tactisal Air Control Party local nets were activated
for the coordination of air support. Control of air support was re=
tained and accemplished in the previously established Mini-DASC.

(2) The Provisiomal Artillery Group was deactivated during
Fhase II of Operation DECK HOUSE VI upon the assumption of contrel by
the 3rd Battalion, 1llth Marines of all artillery units under the com=
mard of Task Force X-Eay. This assumption of control proved to be
essential for effective lire directiecn control and assignment of rein-
forcing artillery suppert.

(1) OPCRD 2-67 issued by Task Force X-Ray tasked FLSG BRAVO
responsibility for operating an L3A in Duc Pho to provide logistieal

‘support to the SLF during the UECK HOUSE VI Phase IT operation,

(2) liaison was conducted with the LSA Commarnder and proce-
dures were formulated for drawimg supplies from the LSA. By prier
agreement, Class V OPHES and MCI rations expended during Cperatioen DECK
HOUSE VI Phase I were reconstituted on ARG ships from supplies losated
on the L3T, ueing direct support helicopters of the SLF. Resupply re=
quirements during Phase II were obtained, with minor exceptions, frem
the L84 im Due Pho. Water, "A® rations and the greater amount of 107mm
ammuniti were provided to BLT 1/4 fm Lie® and Ship.Tadidities:

o

(3) Four UH-34's were aseigned daily from the HMM Squadran 363
to Task Force X-Ray for medical evacustion and logistical ‘
Fhio both Trem ot "o sigreted slaglotical: santyd :
centemsit Uhu Lif apd

i apd DsNamg., In support of this supply line, ARG ships
(LFH and LFD) were used as alternate refusling stations by aireraft
rotating supplies to and from LSA. In addition, bulk fuel pods were
filled from assets of ARG Ships and transported externally by CHwib's
to the 15A. These pods were vital in maintaining sufficient quantities
of AVGAS to enable the hele refueling dispensing systems to operate with-
in the LSA. ()
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(L} Prior to commencement of D-Day and &% a result of dameges
sustained during Operation DECK HCUSE VI Phase I, 2 LVI's, 1 tapk bquj
and 3 ONTUS requiring 3rd and 4th echelon maintenance, were dalivered
to the CF of FLSG BRAVO, Chu lai, for emergency repairas, Withim a 48
hour periud, the vehicles concerned were either replaced from the main-
tenance pegd- or restored to full operationsl readiness and returned
to the SLF in time tw participate in Phass II of RECK HOUSE-VI. This
demonstrates the oubw nE *%ppmwu spoperation and serviee provided
to the oLb by thum .""‘Jgﬁﬁ BRAN e <. =

(5" Logistical suppert of forces ashore during DECK HOUSE VI
was unique in one respect; one hot mesl a day was prepared and trans-
ported by helicoplers to the ELT. Altlough this service placed a heavy
demand on the logistical system, the resuliing high morale of troocps
justified the sffort.

Ship. ALl ﬂ&ﬂm& t1@q uf J”P * & were mwa@uatﬂd by hsllvop@ers directly
to the LPH for initial medis ragtment and further evacuation to
DaNang if required. Hesponsibility for casually reporting was exercised
by the 3LF. No significant problems were encountered,

£, fommunicatiops

(1) ¥hase II was & multi=battalion operation requiring communi-
cations to Task Force I-Hay. as well as laterally with other Marine
units. Communications wers on an as-required basis with ARVN units par=

wauipating in the operation.

In addition to those cireuits indicated for Phase I; the
station on 7th Marines IF ”hﬁ #1 (F¥) and used 7th Marines
; f\r mdminfﬁﬂéilm&@ traffis. During all periocds of opera-
tion, the i jfh maintained the capability to enter any net
reguired to @oam&mﬁmﬁ& ﬂ@p&ratm with lst Battalien, 5th Marines; 3rd
Battalion, 7th liarines: and the AEVH Battalions.

LF Tﬁg #L

{3} Winor problems were experienced with frequency interference.
Shipboard operationz were hindered, to & degree, not by frequency inter-
ference, bu* by the near proximity of antennas and the mutual interfer-
ence created by radiation pattern overlap. This was corrected somewhat
by switehing AN/VRC-46 equipmerds to low power. By going to low power,
signal strength and readability went from *loud and clear® to"Medium
and clear.® This problem was not experienced during Phase I, but SLF
comaunications were incressed by three nets during Phase II,

> MM)
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(4) Radie Relay was limited by the rapidity of movement to
one AN/GRO-10-AN/MRG-62 circuit from the SLF CP aboard the LPH to the
BLT CP ashore, Once established; this sircuit provided excellent
means for SITREP, SPOTREP, and otber SLF/BLT trafflc.

(9} Assigmment of FM frequencies continues Lo be critieal,
Because of the large number of equipments used aboard ship and the
jack of suitable antenns siting, thers is an increased demand for strict
operator training and clese eireuit diseipline, During this phase of
the operation, sommuniestion squipment assigned to the SIF was conmitted
100% with no back-up. ‘

(6) Finally, cemmunications proved highly satisfactory and
fully capable of supporting the scheme of maneuver, both afloat and
during operations ashere. .

merabions. Task Force I-Hay provided leaflet

ST

8o L8Y :
cadcastd. During Phase II, over 500,000 leafw

drops and

1ets were dropped in the entirs area of operations, substantial mumbers -

of which f£ell in the SLF ares. Loudspeaker broadcasts from Ol-Es were
made on apn average of one hour per day during Phase II. The SILF com=~
tinued to employ the BJU detachment in assisting in the handling of
over 1,000 civiliane in the area.

10. The following coments on BLT 1/k After Acticn Report are included:

ne Heport stabtes that covered opera-
- Het ie not feasible until EY=8
v Unit. The twe MRC-109's and
BLT are nermally capable of permitting &
Party Centrel/Tac-Log Het, particularly
varty OF ave &g close as Lhey wers on this

8. In par
tion on the o
equipment i ava
three Ki=8's a3

eperstion.

b,

In paragraph 11 £, the Repert erroneously refers to the LPH as
dea Cosuplty Evacuation Cembrsl Ship.

. i noprt shates that"the definitive

cheerved to compromise the poten-
sasualties.® This could never happen.
iien sespalties astually or potentially
sprel. When Marine sasualties increased,

treatment o
tisl SRIe ave
4t nmo time did
interfere with :
civilian cosuslbtles wael

£a
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d. In the same paragraph, the Report describes the Medical/Dental
Civic Action Program (MEDCAP) as unsuccessful, The reasons given are -
illogisal and show a lack of appreciation of the rationale of tHp=irom
gram. A copy of Brigade Order 5710.24 on Civic Action was provided to
the BLT. It states the purposs=="to win the favorable attitude of the
iphabitants=~and establishes the responsibility of the SLF to conduct
8civie ackion projects that are keyed to short duration/high impact
type programs,.” The statement that badly needed medical persennel were
reguived to leave the LFH is completely unfounded, The Program never
conflicted with operaticns; and personnel usually volunteer to help the
pecple, The limited scope of treatment is realistic because of the
limited period of operations and is better than no treatmemt at all.

In addition, the humane treatment of the populace may result in intelli-
gence that may save the life of & Marine.

e, In peragrarh 13 a, the Report suggests that the exposure of
ships near the landing beach may have caused the withdrawal of enemy
forces. Ships appreach to fire at numercus points along the littoral

of Vietnaw. It is improbable that the enemy would withdraw his forces
avary time 3 ship appeared offshore. _

£, In paragraph 5 d, the Report states that the primary problem
in naval gunfire support was one of communications and ubtilization of
the AN/FPRC~47 and was caused by an insdequate mumber of BBLS1 batteries
and personnel errors in getting the batteries to and from the LFH for
recharging amd use in the field. The AN/PRC-47 radic was used exten=~
sively on the Naval Gunfire/Support Net and in no way hindered naval
gunfire support, The AN/FRC-25 radio was used on the Naval Gunfire Spot
Net #2 and proved to be completely adequate, The T/E for & Shore Fire
Conbrol Perty authorizes a Battery Charger ab the lialson team for re~
charging the batteries for the AN/PRC=47. Ths ELT was not required to
maintain & guard on the Nawal Gunfire Control/Support Net, but was re-
quired to be prepared to employ the AN/PRC-A7 razdio on Spot Net #1 im
the ovent Spot Net #2 (AN/PRC=25) proved to be inadequate,

Ir paragraph 11 d, the Report states that Sav-a-planes wers not
1it.icusly and that different formats delayed clearance. It

F liaison with 21l commands. Page E 3, paragraph h of
AN 1004A=-67 states: "IF the landing force CHOPS to an in=
country foroes, fire support coordination will be in sccordance with the
established in-country fire support coordination organization.” During
Fhase I of the operation, coordination was esbablished with the BLT air
officer, artillery officer, naval gunfire officer, and appropriate mem~
bera of SACC snd the SLF FSCC, No problems were sncountered with Sav=
a-plénes in Phase I. During Fhase II of the operation, Task Force l.Hay
assumed coordinetion responsibilities of all supperting arms and initlated
all Sav-a=planes. The F5CC did use a standard format. No changes in
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format to that previously used were required, Delay in issuing Sav-a-
planes was often caused by the BLT, which frequently failed to send the
proper coordinates and the times of commencement and cessation of fir-

ing.

h, In paragraph li e, the Report implies that adequate hydrographic
intelligence was not provided, All hydrographic intelligence produced
for the area of operation was available to the BLT and was adequate,

i, In paragraph 14 h, the Report recommends that future SLF epera-
tions consider the use of two Tac=Log Groups. De not concur. The ship-
to-shore movement is best monitored and controlled by a single Tac-Log
Group from the LPH. In addition, do net comcur in BLT propesal that
the SIF sheuld provide personnel to coordinate Tac-Log, The T/O of the
SLF Staff does not provide sufficient persennel to furnish Tac~Log Group
representatives, Difficulty encountered by Tac-Log during the eperation
did not result from lack of staff personnel but from a lack of adequate
radie operators. Only twe radio operators were provided by the BLT to
man three radio nets (BLT Admin Net, BLT Tactical Net, and Shere Party
Control/Tac=Log Net).
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