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Submission of Command Chronology for Task Group 
79.5 for the period 1-31 January 1967 

(a) MCO 5750.2 
(b) FMFPACO 5750.8 
(c) CG FMFPac ltr 28/MHS/npmdtd 27Apr67 to' Dist. 

List 

(1) GO SLFlTG{Y~5) Itr -3:BSM:d.JJ:n over 5750 Ser 006-67 
dtd IFeb67 

1. Enclosur.e(l), th.e subject chronoiogy,:::'was received without 
forwardingcndorseD:J.~en1;_fiQ:m_G_Q. __ 9j;lLMarin~~~phibi_Q]Js~::a:r.:Jgade 
and is therefore-forwarded for your action in C;;:~~ordance with 
the provis·ians of-refereTI;ces.-~(a) and (b).~. 

2. Thi~ headquarters haspa-rtlalTy-revlcwea: enclosure- (1) arid 
has noted tb,at it contains-the discrepand~s listed below, which 
are cited in order to facilitate appropriate action by your 
command. Your attention is als 0 invited .to reference (c), which 
is intended to amplify further the instructions contained in 
references (a) and (b). 

3. Among dis cx epande snote d ar e -=the fol..lowirig:-
_'f 

(a) The chronology_of the Special l;,<l:nding Force (TG 79.5) 
is not prepared according to the formats:pecified in references 
(a) and (b). 

(b) Part II, Narrative Summary, ha}lbcen omitted, although 
specifically required by enclosure (1) to reference (b). 

Ii}, 

(c) Part IV, Supporting DocU-.-rnents;-is not included, although. 
required by referenc:.e_ (b). I!113t~lJ.cl,_<.::.S!rtaln_QLi:b.ese su:r;rgol'i1.I1g 
documehts are submitted as 'enclosures fo···the chronology. 
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UitVa..r."1:omrnand Chro'nologies provide an irrlPoytant prhnary source 

of hisLorical-clata \¢ich_~£.re.~9~Lg}.-caL7~n~rtallc:~c~to t119 curr9nt'. 
and future ~valuatioh oCDS Ma.'rirrcacnIDtcs--in- \VestpCl.c. In 
or de r to n:x:akc_ c e rLaifi- t1taLinf~ tiP!l~ :i-n~_'bc_ re~iLily~~r~tri~i':~_d_ 
by future us ers frDm among an enormoQ!i. volume of similar 
material, it is ess ential that. all units adhere to the specified 
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." SECOND'ENDORSEMENT on CO SLF (TG 79.5) It:1' 3:BSM:lmm over 

5750 Ser: 006-67 dtd 1 February 1967 

Frorn: 
To: 

Subj: 

COlnmanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
COITlITlandant of the Mal"inc Corps (Code A03D) 

Cmnm.and Chronology for the period 1 - 31 January 1967 

1. Forwarded. 

2. The original subm.ission of Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) 
Cornm.and Chronology for the period 1 - 31 January 1967, was returned 
for correction and resubnussion by reference (a) of CG 9th MAB 
Endorsement. 
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5750 

1~~:~r~~61 
SECRET-IWFORN (Do\,mgrade to Unclassified upon removal of 

enclosure (1) 

From: Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FNF 
To: Commanding General, Fleet Harine Force, Pacific 

Subj: Command Chronology for Task Group 79.5 for the period 
1-31 January 1967 

Ref: (a) F1WPac ltr 28/g1 00540-67 of 8 June 1967 

Encl: (1) Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) Command Chronology 

1. The errors of enclosure (1) have been corrected and the 
report resubmitted in accordance with ref (a). 
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Special Landing Force(TG 79.5) 
USS IWO JD-fA (LPH-2) 

FPO, San Francisco 96601 
3:BSM:lmm 
5750 
Ser: 006-67 
1 Feb 1967 

SECRET-NOFOR1l (Downgrade to unc lassified upon removal 
of enclosure (1)) 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commandant of the }f9.rine Corps (Code A02D) 
Via: (1) Commanding General, 9th ~f,arine Amphibious Brigade, B'NF 

(2) Commanding General, Fleet }llarine Force, Pacific 

Subj: CommB,nd Chronology for the period 1 to 31 Ja.nuary 1967 

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2 
(b) F~WPacO 5750.8 
(e) BrigO 5750.1B 

Encl: (1) Special La,nding Force (TG 79.5) Comma.nd Chronology 

1. In accordance with references (a) through (c), the 
Command Chronology for the Special Landing Force is sub­
mitted as enclosure (1)., \, 
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/ ,t, • D. WORTl-tAN 

Colonel, IT. S. l~rine Corps 
Commanding 
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Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) 
USS IWO JINA (LPH-2) 
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 
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- Organizational Data 

- Narrative Summary 

- Sequential Listing of Significant EVEnts 

- Supporting Documents 
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Special Landing Force 
Command Chronology 

Part I 

Organizational Data 

1 • Des.ignation 

Special Landlng Force 
(Task Group 79.5) 

Commander 

Colonel H. D. WORTMAN 

Subordinate Units 

BLT 1/9 (1-25 January 1967) 
EL'1: 1/1." (26-31 January 1967) 
Hl~11vI ~62 (1 -19 January 1967) 
HNH ~~63 (19-31 JanuB.ry 1967) 

Major J. L. DAY 
LtCol J. WESTERMAN 
LtCol M. B. ARMSTRONG 
LtCol K. E. HUNTINGTON 

2. Loeations. The Special Landing Force \'las embarked 
abosrd the follo\ving a.mphibious shipping during the dates 
indicated: 

USS IWO ,ruu (LPH-2) 
uss V~~COUVER (LPD-2) 
USS THOHASTON (LSD-28) 
USS POINT DEFIANCE (LSD-28) 
USS DI ACHENKO (APD-123) 
USS WASHTENAW CTY (LST-1166) 
USS COCONINO CTY (LST-603) 
USS HM1PSHIRE CTY (LST-819) 
USS HENRICO (liP A_Lt-5) 

3. stqff Officers 

a.. Permanent Personnel 

Col H. D. WORTMAN 
LtCol J. lvf. LJiNDRIGAN 
LtCol D. R. BRIMMER 
H~1j H. B. CROSBY III 
Na,j E. W. HERICH 
Haj J. H. BROUJOS 
Ca.pt R. A. AYERS 
Capt F. E. HEURING 

1-31 January 1967 
1-31 January 1967 
1-11 Janilary 1967 
11-31 January 1967 
1-31 January 1967 
1-15 January 1967 
2.-10 January 1967 
7-16 January 1967 
1-17 January 1967 

Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
8-3 
Aast 8-3 
8-4 (27-31 Jan 67) 
Asst S-3!Civic Action 
CommO 
Asst CommO (27-31 Jan 67) 
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Asst S-3/Air Observer 
8-2 (25-31 Jan 67) 
8-4, .!sat s-lr (27-31 Jan 67) 
B-2 (1...;24 Jan 67) 

Capt B. S. HCKENNA 
1stLt J. D. CHAPMAN 
2ndLt D. C. SCliULTZ 
2ndLt C. G. OSGOOD 
2ndLt C. G. C01ffiR Asst S-3/Air Observer (27-31 Jan 67) 

b. TAD Personnel to the SLF for Special Operations. 

1-12 January 1967 - Capt G. ANDERSON~ ~fC, USN BUMED Immersion 
foot study. 
1-16 January 1967 - LtCol B. ]tl. MOORE Jr. - FMFPac Observer. 
1-18 January 1967 - LtCol R. L.CBRIST"IAN - RLT-26, Artillery 
Group Commander. 
1-16 January 1967 - LtCol H. 14A.YER - 9thMAB ISO. 
1-15 January 1967 - Cmdr MILLS, MC, USN - III MlIF, Immersion 
foot study 
1-31 January 1967 -Maj C. A. nIXON - MAG 15, SLF Air Officer 
1-19 January 1967 - MajW. W. TAYLOR- 9thMAB, Oral History 
and Riverine Special Equipment Evaluation. 
1-19 Ja.nuary 1967 - Maj W. M. THURBER - 9thMAB, SLF FSC. 
1-21./- January 1967 - Maj W. M. STEWART - ME, Bubic Liaison 
Of ricer 
1-15 January 1967 - Maj J. C. PAGE - LFDA, Liaison Officer, 
Hedical Field Research Laboratory, Camp LeJeune, N. C. 
Immersion foot study. 
1-24 January 1967 - Capt B. M. FLOYD - :ME, Bubic Liaison Officer 
1-12 January 1967 - Capt P. MURPHY - MarDet, USS CMffiERRA, TAO. 
12-15 January 1967 - Capt }{CCAULLEY - MarDet, USS CANBERRA, TAO. 
1-15 January 1967 - Lt L. BUCKELY, ]rIC, USN - Medical Research 
Labors,tory, Ca,mp LeJeune, N.C. ,Immet'!:ilon foot study. 
1-24 January 1967 - 1 stLt J. D. CHAP~lAN - 9tl1}4AB, Asst S-2 Officer. 
1-24 January 1967 - LtJG P. R.JENNINGS USN - 9thMAB, NGF 
Liaison Officer 

4. Average J.1onthly Strength (Does not include TAD personnel) 

SLF Staff: USMC orr - 11 

BLT: USMC Off - 65 

HHl1: USMC Off - 59 

USMC Enl ..;····29 

USMC Enl - 1576 

USNG Enl -. 191 
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PART II 

Narrative Summary 

During the month of Js,nuary, the Special Landing Force, 
composed of the HQ SLF, BLT 1/9 and RMM 362 continued support 
of combat opera.tions in the Republic of Vietnam. From 6 
January to 15 January,Operation DECmOUSE Ywas conducted 
in Kien Hoa Province, IV CorpsTactiq~l Zone, Republic of 
Vietnam. Upon the successful completion of the operation, 
uni ts of the SLF were rotated in conjunction 'With the rout1 .. ne 
intra-theater rotation program. ···HMM 362 was relieved aboard 
the USS IWO .TUfA by HNM 363 on 19 January while BLT 1/4 
relieved BLT 1/9 as the ground element of the StF on 26 
January. 
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Part ···1I1 

Sequential Listing of Significant Events 

1. l-i January 1967 

a.. On 1 January the ARG/SLF was off the coast of IV CTZ, 
RVN in preparation for Operation DECKIWUSE V. 

b. On2 January eTG 79., and staff representatives made 
final preparations for DECKHOUSE V at IV Corps Headquarters 
in Can Tho. 

c. On 3 January, lIT team, liaison personnel from 7th 
ARVN Division, IV Corps and VNMC Task Force Brigade Bravo, 
and a IV CTZ SFGP arrived aboard the USS IWO JIM,!. CTG 
79., attended a conference with COMUS~:fAGV in regard to command 
relationships. ColonelN. E. AND:rmSq'f, Senior Advisor to the 
Vietnamese Marine Corps came aboard to observe Operation 
DECKHOUSE V. D-Day was postponed frori14 January to 5 January 
due to heavy seas. . 

d. On 4 January Lieutenant General KHAHG, Commandant of 
the Vietnamese Marine Corps, visited eTG 79., aboard the 
USB IWO JIMA. D-Day was again postponed to 6 January due to 
heavy seas. 

e. On, January General GREENE,QMC, and Lieutenant 
General KHANG, VN, CMC, Brigadier Gent?:ral LAHUE and Brlgadier 
General METZGER, CTF 79 visited CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 aboard 
the USB IWO JUfA (LPH-2) and were briefed by staff represen­
tativl9s on Operation DECKHOUSE V. 

2. 6-16 January 1967 

a. On 6 January Operation DECKHOUSE V commenced in Kien 
Hoa Province, IV GTZ, RVN. General W}5STMORELAND, COMUSMACV, 
Rear Admiral \vOLBEN, CTF 76, Rear Admiral WARD, NAVFORV, 
Lieutenant General VIEN, Chief of StaffARVN, and Major 
General PHONG, J-, JGC, visited the ARG/SLF aboard the USS 
IVlO JH1,A to observe Operatlon DECKHOUSE V. 

b. From 6-15 January the ARG/SLFconducted Operation 
DECKHOUSE V in Kien Hoa Province, IV CTZ, RVN. (See TAB 5) . 
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c. On 7 Janua.ry Vice Admiral HYLAND, COMSEVENTHFLT, 
Brigadier General THANH, CO 7th ARVN Division, and Colonel 
L.llNCE, Senior Advisor to the 7th ARVNDivision, visited 
CTG 76.5 and eTG 79.5 aboard the USSIWO .InfA. Brigadier 
General r1ETZGER, CTF 79, departed for Saigon. 

d. On 8 January Vice Admiral HYLAND and Brigadier 
General THANH observed th.e helicopterborne assault of the 
ll-th En of the VNHC Brigade Force Bravo. 

e. On 10 January GLEN FORD, COlID'nander HSNR, \l]a8 
briefed on Operation DEGKHOUSE V aboard the USS IWO .IIMA 
by eTG 79.5 and staff representatives. 

f. On 11 January General WESTMO~J:.AND, COMUSMACV, and 
BrIgadier General CHAISSON, COC cOMUeIACV, visited the SLF 
command post ashore. 

g. On 15 January Operation DECKHOUSE V was terminated. 

h. On 16 January ITT, liaison, advisor andSFGP personnel 
iYere returned to their parent organizations. The .ARG/SLF 
departed IV CTZ for Ghu 1ai, ICTZ, RVN. 

3. 17-31 January 1967 

a. On 17 January the ARG/SLF was off Chu Lai, ICTZ, 
RVN to offload Hl011 362 and embark HMM 363. The rotation of 
helicopter squadrons i>laS delayed due to heavy seas and IFR 
conditions. 

b. On 18 January, Lt Golonel LANDRIGAN, Executive Officer 
of the SLF, and staff representatives departed for Okinawa 
as an advance party to assist in theratation of BLT1/tj.. 
and BLT 1/9. Lt Colonel CHRISTIAN, COof 1/13, terminated 
his TAD orders and departed far Okinawa,. 

c. On 19 Janua.ry H141f 363 replaced r:n.af 362 aboard the USS 
HW JIMA. HNM 362returned to Ghu Lal, ICTZ, RVN. }!faj 
TA1'IJOR and 14.ajor THURBER terminated their TAD orders and re­
turnlsd to Okina.wa. The ARG/SLF departed Ghu Lai, enroute 
to Okinawa. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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d. From 21..1--27 January BLT 1/4 relieved BLT 1/9 aboard 
assigned amphibious shipping at Okina.wa. CTG 79.5 and 
staff representatives conferred with CG, 9thMAB (CTF 79) on 
administrative, logistical and operational matters per­
taining to future SLF operations. 

e. On 28 January the USS IWO JIM:~, USS VANCOUVER, J3.nd 
the UBS POINT DEFIANCE departed Okinawa enroute to Keelung, 
Taiwa.n. 

f. On 29 January units of the JlRG/SLF arrived at 
KeelunfS, Taiwan. The USS VANCOUVER and embarked units of 
BLT 1/Lj. departed Keelung enroute to Subic Ba.y due to in­
adequate docking or mooring space. LtCol BRIMMER departed 
for CONUS on emergency leave. 

g. From 29-31 January the USS IWO JIMA,GTG 79.5, CTG 
76.5, HMH 363 and embarked units of BJ:,T 1/4 enjoyed liberty 
in the Republic of Na.tionalist China (Taiwan). The USS 
POINT DEFIANCE departed Taiwan for SuiJic Bay, R. P. 

h. On 30 January CTG 79.5 paid a courtesy calIon Rear 
Admiral CHEN YUAN-JUN, Commandant of tlie Third Naval District, 
and !vIr. D. L. SU, Mayor of Keelung. GTG 76.5 and CTG 79.5 
hosted Rear Admiral CHEN YUAN-JUN ata luncheon aboard the 
USS Ii![O JIMA. The nss POINT DEFIANCE arrived in Subic Bay, 
R. P. 

i. On 31 January CTG 76.5 and CTG 79.5 attended an 
official dinner hosted by the Commandant of the Thirt Naval 
District. The USS VANCOUVER arrived in Subic Bay, and 
the USS POINT DEFIANCE commenced loading of its embarked 
troops and cargo aboard the USS THOMASTON. BLF staff re­
presentatives made a reconnaissance of possible training 
areas near Tso-Ying. . ... 
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Part IV 

Chronologies of Subordinate Commands and 
Supporting Documents 

(a),Command Chronology, BLT 1/9 (TAB 1) /.,',5 

(b) Command Chronology, HMM 362 (TAB 2) 
s1~~~!,~~t~,~L"e,!U?.~:r; .. ~.t~J,.Y 

(c)'''-Command Chronology, HMM 363 (TAB 3) ',,}_3'f 

(d) ',Command Chronology, BLT 1/4 (TAB 4) ,}~, ... "~,, 

(e), After Action Report, DECKHOUSE V (TAB 5) 
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HEADWUARTERS 
Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) 

USS IWO J IMA (LPH -2 ) 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 

3:HBG:dlm 
Ser: 004-67 
20 January 1967 

if! t'J PI 11 It;: '" f (!()P/F S 

'1'0: Commanding General, Fleet Ha1'ine 1<'o1'c6, Seventh Fleet 

Subj: Combat After Action Heport, Operation DECK HOUSE V 

End: (1) Special Landing Force, After Action Heport, DECK HOU;iE V c -" 

~ (:u ~nL3~? After Action Report, DECK HOUS}t~ V .'. .'0 •. : ' 

'TJ) B~!Jj2_"After Action Report, DECK HOUSE V:""<'·- oeE<'.""'::'£c" 

(4), Provisional Artillery Group, After Action Report, DECK 
HOUSE V 

(5) vm~c Brigade Force Bravo, After Action Report, DECK HOUSE 
V (To be forwarded separately) 

(6) .' Amphibious Objective Area overlay 

1. Enclosure (1) contains the Special Landing Force After Action Re­
port for DECK HOUSE V. 

2. Enclosures (2) through (6) amplify enclosure (1). Comments on 
appropriate portions of subordinate unit After Action Hepo1'ts are 
contained in paragraph 10 of enclosure (1). 

3. This letter may be downgraded to unclassified upon removal of 
enclosures (1) through (6). 

/4¥~~~ 
H. D. Vt/ORTIvlAN 
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COMBAT AFTER ACTION R.Ji;POR'l' DECK 11OUS]~ V 

Map Reference: Vietnam~ AHS Series L 7014; Sheet s 6228 I and II; 6)2S 
III and IV. 

L Operation DECK HOUSE V was a unilateral, combined amphibious opera­
tion utilizing waterborne and heliborne assault forces. It was con­
ducted in accordance with NWP-22(A). 

2. This operation was located in the Thanh Phong Secret Zone, Kian Hoa 
Province, IV CTZ, Republic of Vietnam. The operation commenced on 6 
January 1967 at 0740H with the landing of surfaceborne assault forces 
on White Beach (XlC/64848). Initial helo lifted assault forces landed 
in LZ Crow (XR7'10955) .at 0800H. The operation terminated at 1700H on 
15 January 196'7, upon completion of the tactical withdrawal of the 
Landing Force. 

3. Task Organizatiqn 

dpecial Landi.ng Force 
HlvlH 362 (Rein) 

Det., VNO-3 (h UH-lJi~) 
DeL ,m'iM-164 (2 CH-46A) 

BVl' 1/9 
ProvArtyGrp 

VHNC Brigade Force Bravo 
3rdl:.ln 
ll-thBn 

Colonel H. D. W'OHTJvfAN 
LtCol M. B. AlOOTRONG 

Najar tJ. L. DAY 
LtCol n.. L, CHmS'l'IAN Jr. 
Col LMN, VNMC 

a, 'l'errain. The objective area, located in the southern portion 
of Kian Hoa. Province, is a penninsula bounded on the south by the Co 
Chien [liver and the north by the Ham Luong River. Throughout the 
area the terrain is very flat, with spot elevations up to 5 meters 
abov(j mean sea level. Because the area is so flat, it is subject to 
seasonal and even perennial inundation. The majority of the land is 
composed of rice paddies. J;<.tahgrove swamps exist in the coastal por­
tion of the objective area from 1000 to 5000 meters inland from the 
coast. Nangrove swamps are also found as far as S miles inland along 
river banks. The vast network of streams ar~ canals are subject to 
tidal influence ranging from.l.O to 3.0 meters and present major ob­
stacles. Trafficability is poor to fair :throughout the JAOA. 

b. Beach Study 

(1) LOCATION: Centered on the southern tip of Kien Hoa Pro-
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vince, the beach lies on an axis of 2420 
- 62() grid. 

LE.F'T FIANK - Xll7600h8 
RIGH'l' FLANK - XR7?0848 

(2) LENGTH: 1000 meters. This is a slightly convex river 
mouth beach. Only a portion of the left flank is usable. None of 
the beach fronting on the sea was usable. 

0) WID'rH: 200 to 350 meters at low water and 14 to 27 
meters at high water. 

(4) GRADIENT: (Low water line to high water lll1e). The 
beach gradient is 1:30 (gentle). The nearshore gradient, is 1:120 
(flat) • 

(5) APPIWACHES: The offshore approach is clear. The near­
shore approach must be made with caution due to shallow depths and 
the presence of numerous shHting sandbars. Only landings at high 
tide are recommended to pr~vent running aground on these sandbars. 

(6) sum' AND TIDE: durf 1.2 meters (4 feet) or greater can 
be expected to occur as follows: 4';'(; of the time in winter; 6% of 
the time in falL The tidal range is 205 to 4 meters (8.5 to 13.5 
feet) • 

(7) lI'lA'fEHIAL AND FIlOO{ESS: The beach is composed of hard­
packed sand at high tide e Traffica.bility is good for personnel and 
fair for vehicles. At low tide, 180 to 332 meters of mud flats are 
exposed and foot tral'ficability is poor; vehicles a.re unable to 
negotiate. 

(8) EXITS: S:mall trails exist behind the beach. Movement 
inland is greatly hampered by the Rach Khan Bang River which ia 70 
meters wide and located 1.8km inland behind the beach. Cross country 
tra.fficabili ty is fa.ir to poor. 

(9) TEI1.RAIN ll\1NEDIATELY BEHIND BEACH: Scat tered rice pad­
dies intermingled with swamp, mangrove, and dense brushwood back the 
beach. Sand dunes ba.ck the entire beach. Heavy tree growth, extend­
ing to the water 1 sedge, backs the left flank of the beach. 

(10) CRI'I'ICAL FEATURES: The presence of tida.l flats, sand­
bars, poor trafficability and the Ha.ch Khan Bang River hindered 
operations. Landings had to be made only at high tide and during 
daylight hours. 
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c. J:~nem.yjituation. The area of operations has been under the 
control of the VO for approrimatoly 10 years and all persons in the 
area were considered VC or VC sympathizers. Intelligence indicated 
the amphibious objective area was a major infiltration area, and 
being such, would require VC forces for security and control. The 
exact location and disposition of enemy forces could not be deter­
mined prior to landing. Each viUage was reported to have at least 
one guerrilla platoon and each hamlet was reported to have a guer­
rilla or self defense squad. 

d. Order of Battle. 

(1) The most recent and accepted OOB for Thanh Phu District 
included, but was not limited to the following: 

(a) C.530 Company 

Strength: 
lveapons : 

Location: 

Approximatel.y 140 
l-6(JnllD. Mortar 
1-5'1mrn Recoilless Rifle 
9-Automatic Rifles 
20-Submachine Guns 
20-Carbines 
36-50 llii'les 
3-Pistols 
Vicinity XH740934. Usually quartered 
at the villages of An '1'huan, An Khon 
and An Qui. Believed to be a combat 
effective district company. 

(b) 01 Oomp§ny 51Sth Bn. 

Strength: 
Vleapons : 

A.pproximately 120 
2-6Omrn Hortars 
2-1\A 500al Machine Guns 
2-Submachine Guns 
l2-Garbines 
Assorted small arms 

Location: Unknown. Primary raission is to protect 
coastal installation within the Dai 
mangroves. 

(c) 02 Company ~Sth Bn. 

Strength: 
t'ieapons : 
Location: 

Approximately 60-80 
Believed to be similar to the Cl/5lE!th Bn. 
Unknown. Protects coastal installations 
of Thanh Phu. Believed to be combat ef-
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fective. However, this unit has had 
little actual combat experience. 

(d) va 62.nd Security Ba.ttalion of Nam Bo Central va 

Military Region 2. 

strength: 
Iveapons : 

Location: 

380 
2-300al Machine Guns 
2-57mm Recoilless Rifles 
2-6Qnm l<1ortars 
Assorted small a~s 
Elements of this battalion often quarter­
ed at the Villages of An Nhon (XR740934), 
Thanh Phong (XR758869), (}iao Thanh (XH76-
0935) and Thanh Phu (XR668996). 

(e) 261stBn. Elements of this unit have been reported 
opera.ting in Thanh Phu District but has 
never been confirmed. The :strength, 
location and weapons are unknown. 

e. Enemy Contacts by BLT 1/9 

(1) D-Day. Small arms fire was received by the first wave 
(L'li'I'H) on White Bea.ch. The USS 3aint Francis River and USS Point 
Kennedy received four rounds of 57 milimeter recoilless rifle fire from 
the bank of a stream at coordinates (XR714895). One Viet Cong was 
killed and two captured. 

(2) Drl. Enemy activity consisted of Viet Cong sniper fire 
and small size Viet Cong units harassing friendly forces throu.ghout 
the AOA. Three Viet Cong were kiHect and three wounded. 

(3) D'i"2. 
friendly pOSitions 
bOmm mortars. The 
forces in the AOA. 

The first use of mortars by the Viet Cong was at 
coordinates XIi75S893. They were believed to be 
Viet Cong continued to harass and snipe at friendly 

Two Viet Cong were captured. 

(4) D+3. An estimated platoon of Viet Gong fired two hundred 
rourJds of small arms fire and £i ve rounds of 60 m:i.limeter mortar into 
coordinates Xh'19289l. ,BLT returned. tire resulting in 10 Viet Gong KIA 
arid 2 WI! (Probable). All through the day sporadic sniper fire was 
experienced by.friendly forces in the ADA. 

(5) D.;.4. A friendly patrol received eighty to nintey rounds 
of small arms fire and five rounds of 60 rnilimeter mortar at coordi­
nates XR.758951. Artillery waS fired at VC position with good cover­
age with an estimated 10 KIA and :2 WIA. 
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(6) D.j.5. The enemy continued to harass with small arms fire 
and sporadic automatic weapons fire throughout the AOA. Three Viet 
Cong were killed. 

(7) D~6. li'riendly aircraft received smaU arms and 60 mili­
meter mortar fire in landing zone located at coordinates n:q6J'i4$. 
F'riendly patrol stopped four Viet Gong suspects to question them. At 
this time the Viet Gong premc:'l.turely sprung an ambush. The patrol 
received four hundred rou.nds of small arms fire and twenty rounds of 
mortar fire. Sniper fire from the Viet Gong continued through the day. 

($) D.,.7. The Viet Cong continued to harass and probe 
friendly positions with small arms fire and some mortar fire. Nine 
Viet Gong were killed. 

(9) D-:-8. The Viet Gong continued to snipe and harass friend-
ly forces and avoided contact by l',ithdrawing. Five Viet Cong were kil..Led. 

(10) ~vithdrawal Day. Sniper a.nd harassing fire was received 
from an estink1.ted four to seven Viet Cong from coordinates XII.82l911. 
friendly artillery provided excellent target coverage. An estimated 
t'fiO Viet Gong were killed. Three UH-34D aircraft received small arms 
.fire of unJr,.nown caliber from the i'ollowing coordinates; XRB25908, 
XH822902 and XH,82B905. 

f, Enemy Contacts by Briga.de £i'orce Bravo. 

(1) D-1. Brigade Porce Bravo received small arms fire from 
coordinat{~s XIi73?903. Three Viet Gong fired approximately ten to 
twenty rounds of' small arms fire from coordinates JJ.0629G7. 

(2) D-2. Vietnamese Narines killed one Viet Gong at coordin­
at.es YJa24926. 

(3) D';'3. Vietnamese Harines sighted fifteen Viet Gong in the 
vicinity of coordinates YJi723947 and XR735955. Artillery was called 
in to cover the target. The Vietnamese Iwlarines captured five Viet Gong 
and b'felve Viet Cong suspects. 

(4) D.,.4. The Third Battalion of the Vietnamese }\iarines re­
ceived twenty rounds of mortar i'ire at coordinates YJi7l6962. Sniper 
fire increased in the Vietnamese Marines area of operation. 

(5) D~5. Sniper fire was received in Landing Zone Dart lo­
cated at coordinates XB75C~Ol. 

(6) D.;.6. Sniper fire and harassing fire continued in the 
Vietnamese 1:1arine area. A Viet C011t1 squad was encountered at coordin­
ates XR751992. The Vietnamese Narines killed two Viet Gong. 
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en D"'7. Vietnamese lvlarines received small arms fire from 
an unknown mnnber of Viet Gong at coordinates XR75l922. Two Viet Gong 
were killed.. 

(8) Vlithdra,fal Day. Brigade Force Bravo did not have contact 
with the Viet Cong on withdrawal day. 

5. lUSJION. As directed by COMSEVENTHF'L1' message 260354Z DE066 (Ini-
tiating Directive,-, the mission of the Specia.l landing Force was to 
conduct search and destroy amphibious operations against lie forces 
within the amphibious objective area in the Thanh Phong Secret Zone of 
Kien Hoa Province and/or other operations as agreed upon with GOMUSMACV. 

6. Concept of Operations. Operation DECK HOUSE V was a unilateral, 
combined amphibious operation conducted by the AliG/SLE'. The operation 
was planned as a t,en day search and destroy operation utilizing both 
waterborne and heliborne assault la.ndings. The operation was conducted 
in 1,1.1[0 phases. 1'he initial phase was to isolate the AOA to prevent in/­
exfiltratiQn of enemy forces, supplies and materiel. This was accom­
plished by the E3stablishment of blocking positions at major routes of 
egres s from the AOA, Thi s phase was characterized by Irl8.Y.imum surprise, 
mobility and shock action. Phase II consisted of a thorough, deliber­
ate, but aggressive search and destroy operation. The AOA was divided 
into seven sectors for ease of control. This pha,se wa.s characterized 
by element s of the Landing l"orce conducting simultaneous S&D Operations 
in their aSSigned sectors. NI3.ximum utilization· of supporting fires 
wa.s emphasized. 1;'ir8 support was provided by the organic artillery of 
the BLT, which induded a platoon of LV'l'H-6 1 s; a battery of VNNC l05nml 
howitzers; NUl<' consisting of one 8 inch cruiser, one LSMR, and one IFS; 
and O!\..3 from the 7th Air Force. Throughout the operation the SLF rnain­
tained a rapid reaction posture to contingency employment in I CTZ. 

'7. .Execution 

i:l.. Uper(;~tion DECK HOU3E V 'VIas executed in accordan,~e ';vith cfm 79.5 
OPlan 32.8-67 SUpplemented with a Frag Order issued for the Thanh> 
i'llOng area. 

b. D-Day waG tentatively e5talil:i.shed dS 4 Janua!';y, 196'7 with H­
Hour at WOO and L-Hour at OW30. 131'1' 1/9 'Vias to land I,ll, Hand L Hour 
on D-Day by suri'aceborne and heloborne assault. At H plue. 1. one bat­
talion from the VNl'IC Brigade was to la,nd by surfaceborne .ac>:3ault. 

c. Heavy seas and rnargirk1.1 boat conditions in the objective area 
twice forced D-Da;v to be postponed 24 hours. D-Day was 6 January 1967; 
H-Hour was dictated by tidal conditions. No change in the landing 
sequence was required by the delay in D-Day. However, the sea state 
on D-Day (6Jan67) was again unsatisfactory for the employment of land­
ing craft and the landing of Brigade Force Bravo, VNMG, waS further 
delayed until D plus 1. BL'l' 1/9 landed on D-Day by helicopter and 
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LVTs from 1:.'5'['3 that were able to close within 1.500 meters of 'V'fhite 
Beach the ll.."i.ght of D minus 1. By darkness on D-Day, IlL'I' 1/9 had es­
tablished blocking positions in their assigned. portion of the AOA. 
(See enclosures (2) through (5), After Action Heport s of BLT 1/9, 
Provisional Artillery Group, il1>:l!.1-J62, and VNHC Brigade l<'oroe Bravo 
for detail of this execution.) 

8. HesuJ .. ts. See enclosures (2) thrQugh (5). 

9. Comma.nder! s Ar~. This alfa1ysis is limited to those matters 
at the dpeci 1:3.1 Landing 1"orce level. VliMC Brigade Force Bravo, BLT J 

dquadron and Artillery Group COIlllllfl.nder's Analysis is contained .i.n 
their resJ.."\8ctive reports, enclosures (2) through (S). 

a. P1ann~PE • 

(1) Planning for DECK HOUSB V commenced on ? Deceniber 1966 
with a prelimir1<:l.ry planning conference in Saigon. CTG 76.5 and C'I'G 
79.5 "lere briefed on the general aspects of the proposed operation 
in Kien Hoa Province by representatives of C01·iU3J.vlACV. Planning at 
this stage by C'I'G 76.5/79.5 was unusual in that. CmiU3NACV is general 
concept for special operations in Kien Hoa Province had not been form­
ulated. However, it did provide an opportunity for CTG 79.5 to assist 
in the development of the general concept. Subsequently a coordina­
ting conference was held, attended by J>iJACV J-.3, 7th Air Force, NAV­
irOTiV, Advisors V1JHC, TG 116, and U.S. Army Advisors from IV Corps. 
Prior to departing RVN, CTG 79.5 and staff members obtained the cur­
rent tactical situation in Kien Hoa Province and the disposition of 
ARVN forces in the Delta Region. An aerial reconnaissance of the re­
commended AOA was made by GTG 79.5 and staff' representatives utiliz­
ing a U.S. Army helicopter. 

(2) During the period 23-25 December, 1966 a second confer­
ence was held in Saigon to fina.lize details with all units involved 
in the proposed operation. The employment of V~IC Forces a.s part of 
DECK HOUSE V was tentatively confirmed; arrangements were made for 
further planning between V:t.l1'4.0 representatives, and advisors, with 
C'I'G '79.5 staff at Subie Bay, H.P. During this period liaison was es­
tablished with the CG, '?th AFl.VN Division at 1viy Tho and an aerial re­
connaissance of the agreed A04\ was made to select helicopter landing 
zones. A concluding conference was held on 25 December, 1966 at MACV 
Headquarters. 

0) During the planning phase the following steps were a.c­
complished: 

of battle. 
(a) Procill'ement of maps, area analysis and enemy order 
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(b) Aeria.l reconnaissance of the AOA, selection of HLZ's 
and landing beaches. (This was accomplished by utilizing U.S. Army 
helicopters flying normal day-to-day flight patterns). 

(c) GOlnll1unication frequencies assignf'.,ci and coordinated, 
this included ship-to-shore Orestes for rapid and secure passage of' 
tactical inforrnation. 

(d) Coordination and development of compatible air con­
trol procedures between the A'Pl<' and 7th Air F'erce with provisions for 
exchanging liaison officers at respective control headquarters. 

(e) Arrangements completed for the disposition of cap­
tured VG, ves and handling and processing at' detainees. 

(f) Arrangement;;; for casualt,y evacuation of VNMC per­
sonnel, civilians, and U.d. personnel as required. 

(g) Establishment of command relationships as provided 
by Hi'JP-22(A). 

(h) Arrarlgements for logistic support of the VN1Y[C for­
CeS arrl ~LB', as required. 

(4) Plans were made for establishing liaison with the fol­
lmdng cormnand Ii : 

(a) IV Corps Headquarters, Can 'rho, kVN 
(b) 7th AHVH DiviSion, r,1.y Tho, Fl.VN 
(c) District Headquarters, Thanh Phu, HVN 
(d) VNVtC Brigade Force Bravo 

b. Intelligence. Prior to DECK HOUSE V, arralltlSements were made 
for maps, area studies, aerial photography, Red Haze, daily intelli­
gence summa.ries, ITT personnel, Docurrtent Team, SPAR and support for 
handling civilian detainees. 

(1) Area study and OOB was provided by HACV, CIGV, IV Gorps 
G-2, 7th AltVN Division G-2, and COMNAVl!'ORV. J-2 COMUS:b-'lA.CV provided 
ITT personnel, Document Team a.nd support for handling civilian detain­
ees. OOB, SPAH reports and a Black List were provided by U.S. advisors 
from :iector Headquarters at Ben Tre, RVN. Red Haze and aerial photo­
graphy support was provided by the 7.3rd Aviation Company, Vung Tau, 
HVN. Intelligence SUllmi...~ries from SA, IV Corps and 7th M{VN Division 
were provided daily. ANO Cubic Point, P.I., provided all map required. 

(2) Previous intelligence indica.ted elements of the 0-530 CO. 
were operating in the objective area. This was confirmed by documents 
recovered from VO KIA. The enemy exhibited the ability to avoid con-
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tact, remain well hidden, and exfiltrate the AOA. 

c. Command Relat.ionships. Operat:i.on m~GK HOUSE V was a. unilateral 
combined amphibious operation with command relationships in accordance 
with N\-iP-22(A). Command. relationships between the VNMC Brigade f·'orce 
Bravo and the Special Landing Force was one of cooperation and coordina­
tion with the Vietnamese Conuna.nder responsive to the CA'1'1 through the 
Landing Force Comma.nder. A Brigade Command Element was colocated with 
the Landing Force Commander. This proved highly desirable as coordina­
tion of troop movement and supporting fires were quickly accomplished. 

d. Supporting j~rms. 

(1) Naval Gunfire Support for DECK HOUSE V was provi.ded by the 
USS CANBERRA (CAG-2), the uas SAINT I"RANCIS HIVER (LSMR-525) and the 
USS CAIiRONADE (11<'3-1). The hydrography of the a.rea required the CAN­
BERRA to take station approximately 20,000 meters from the beach, which 
limited her fire.support to eight inch guns. The LSNR and the n~3 
were able to take fire support stations in the mouths of the Co Chien 
and Ham Luong Rivers with some difficulty, and provided fire support 
on the periphery of the Thanh Phong Pennisula. 

(2) Close air support was provided by 'lth Air F'orce and was 
timely and efi'eGti VEl. The exchange of liaison officers between the 
Amphibious 'l'ask fi'orce and Air i,'orce control agencies was a significant 
factor in the ,ease of coordinating a.nd obtaining close a.ir support. 

(3) Artillery assets were task organized into a Provisional 
Artillery Group after the initial ship-to-shore movement in order to 
provide tactical fire direction in both the BLT and VNNC Brigade j<'orce 
areas. Technical fire direction remained with the individual firing 
batteries and no major problems were encountered in this grouping. 
Field artillery support for DECK HOUSE V included two towed I05mm 
howitzer batteries, an LVTH-6 platoon and one l07rnm howtar battery. 

O~) A I?SCC was established at the SLF headquarters level 
utilizing the BL'l' FSCC and personnel and equipment augmentation from 
the 9thliJ\B. Upon estab1ishment. of the BLT and VNHC Brigade ashore, 
control of artillery and naval gunfire was passed ashore to the 3Ll!" 
psce. The 3LF Fire Support Coordinator was responsible for the co­
ordination of supporting arms within the AOA while the BLT and Brigade 
Fire Support Coordinators coordinated supporting arms in their res­
pective sectors in accordance with established doctrine. Control of 
air ren~ined afloat due to the communication requirements with IV 
Corps DASa. No problems were encountered in coordination and control 
of supporting a~s. 
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(5) The AOA was divided by the Province Chief of Kien Hoa 
Province into three categories of fire control zones. 'l'hroughout 
the operation a reprBsentative of the Province Chief was present in 
SACa/I?3CC to provide immediate approval/disapproval of all requests 
for t,he employment of' supporting a.rms. 'rhe fire control zones were 
established as follows. 

(a) S:eec~fied dtrike Area: No approval required prior 
to employment. of supporting arms either upon targets of opportunity 
of pre-pla,nned missions in support of operations of landing force 
elements. 

(b) Nission Bases Only: Positively identified targets 
or pre-planned atrikes approved by the Province representative prior 
to attack. 

(c) No fire Area: Approval by I)rovince Chief required 
for aU missions and type of weapon determined by Province Chief. 

e. Loldstics. 

(1) Logistic support for the SUi' was provided from embarked 
supplies aboard the ARG shipping. Prior to commencement of DECK 
HOUSE V liaison WaS established to coordinate logistic support from 
in-country sources. The Vung 'rau Sub-Area Command was designated 
as the resupply point, if required. The VNMC Brigade Force Bravo 
embarked with l;~ days of supply and utilized their organiC resupply 
po,int at Vung Tau as necessary. 

(2) Although normal resupply for the SLF is by helicopt.er 
from MiG shipping direct to using um ta, a limited dump containing 
Class I and Class V supplies was established at 1IJhite Beach. Dis­
tribution to units was by helicopter from White Beach as well as 
from AHG shipping. Two helicopters were assigned in direct support 
of the BLT for supply of units that had been moving during the day_ 
This procedure proved most satisfactory and more responsive to SLF 
needs than total resupply from afloat since deep draft shipE! remained 
fHteen to t-~ ... enty-eight rrd.les off the beach throughout the operation. 

(3) Initia.l evacu.ation of casualties, civilian ani military, 
was to the LPH. Seriously injured civilians were subsequently eva­
cuated to RVN hospitals in Vung Tau or Saigon by helicopter. '1'ho 
36th Eva.cuation .Hospital at Vung Tau processed the evacuation of 
military KIA I S or lilA's and, when tactical operations permitted, eva­
cuation was from the LPH direct to Saigon with the 36th Evacuation 
Hospital coordinating for terminal transportation. 
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(4) Confirmed POW's were evacuated to the LPD (designated as 
prison ship) after initial interrogation by ITT personnel at the BL'f. 
Follow-up interrogation was accomplished aboard the LPD with subse­
quent evacuation to the Provost Marshal at Vung Tau. Detainees were 
evacuated to the District Headquarters at Than Phu for interrogation 
by an IT'!' furnished by IV C'1'Z. 

f. Communicat:i.ons 

(1) 'fhe communication requirements for DECK HOUSE V were more 
extensive than previous DIWK. HOUSE operations due to the nwnber of 
units involved and the nature of the terrain. In addition to the nOr­
mal ARG/SlJ" requirements, it was neccessary to provide operators, and 
equipment from SLl" assets to man four separate liaison teams. Two 
operators and two additional 1!'}'1 radios were provided by the 9th Marine 
Amphibious Brigade as augmentation for the Provisional Artillery Group 
which was organized for this operation. 

(2) 'l'he usual probl€lillswere encountered in the coordination 
and utiliza.tion of frequencies within the objective area causing SaIne 
overlap with adjacent in-country units. Hydrographic conditions dic­
tated an average 15 miles operating distance from ship-to-shore through­
out the operation. This required frequent use of HF circuits when FM 
operations became marginal due to dista.nce. Four channel radio relay 
was established the evening of D-Day and served as the primary means 
of communication between the 311" and the BLT. Because of the distance 
involved, communications between the SLF and the VNlviC Brigade had to 
be relayed through the BLT. Sante problems were encountered due to 
traffic density; however, this could have been elliIina.ted had an HF 
capability been available to the VID-1C Brigade. '1'0 compensate for this 
deficiency and reduce traffic density, message priority was strictly 
adhered to and maximum utilization of helicopter courier service was 
employed for lengthy messages. 

g. Tactical Air Observa.tion. During DECK HOUSE V a total of five 
aerial observers were employed to provide continuous coverage of the 
AOA. I~our observers were stationed wit h the 7th Air Force FAC I sand 
flew in 0-1 airc·raft. At least one 7th Air Force 0-1 aircraft was on 
station over the AOA from sunrise to sunset. The fifth aerial obser­
ver remained aboard the LPH under SLF control in order to respond to 
additional requests as required and to provide pre-planned tactical 
aerial observation throughout the AOA. 

h. Psychological Operations 

(1) Troop units were disciplined and well-behaved. 'rhoy 
respected the rights and properties of the populace. 
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(2) A BJU Detachment was E"..1llployed for psychological opera­
tions, consisting of' leaflet drops and loudspeaker broadcasts. 

(a.) 700,000 leaflets were released in seven drops 
over the lO-day period, covering the 64 square-mile AOA. !<'ive types 
were used, including a three-color Chieu Hoi appeal and a warning 
w:l.th curfew hours. Civilians interrogated indicated the leaflets 
were effective in advising '!:,he populace to avoid injury. 

(b) Loudspeaker operations told the populace why the 
Narines were there, how to a. void injury, and when and where to 
move during supporting arms fires; and appealed to VC to surrender. 
Over 500 people were addressed with propaganda and given leaflets. 
In one case, over 124 people responded to an appeal to move from an 
area from which va fire was received, to avoid injury from Marine 
fire. 

(c) SJU was effectively utilized and reduced civilian 
casualties. 

i. Civic Action. 

(1) Civic Action was limited because of several factors. 

(a) The brief duration of the operation precluded 
long-range projects and distribution of material would identify 
recipients of American aid and result in reprisals. 

(b) Interrogation of civilians reveled the va told the 
populace that if they did not leave the }larines would kill them. 
They also told them that when Marines left the VC would come back 
and expel from the area those who had remained. Relatively few civi­
lians were encountered. 

(c) A woman who received medical attention for her 
children refused to return, saying that the VC would kill her and 
her children. 

(d) The people were substantially healthier than those 
encountered by TILT 1/9 in I Corps 'I'actical Zone. This is a rice 
surplus area and even the animals looked healthy. 

(2) Corpsmen rendered medical attention on the spot as units 
moved through villages. 

(.3) Approxima.tely 20 serious cases were evacuated to the LPH, 
from where they were sent willingly' to a refugee center. 

(4) Civilians who received medical attention were noncommittal 
in their response. 
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j. Special ABt~nentat:l£n. Egg,iEffient. 

(1) Augmenta.tion equipment assigned to the Special Landing 
Force included: 4- UHIE and 2 CH-I+6 helicopters, a LVTH platoon, and 
,36 plastic assault boats with outboard motors. 

(2) UHlE helicopter.s have been available to the SLF for all 
DECK HOUSE operation§" however: 1 the at.ta.cbment of two armed and two 
unarmed helicopters for the pre-operati.on exercise, Hud Puppy II, 
provided valuable training for both the HNlvI and BLT. The additional 
month of training with the Sil<" coupled with the opportunity to par­
ticipate in planning for DECK HOUSE V resulted in more effective 
utilization of these helicopters. Durir~ DECK HOUSE V ground obser­
vation throughout the AOA proved to be extremely limited; consequently 
completereliahcewas placed on the UHIEfortl1e conduct ·of. 005erva'" .. 
tion., . By, using two sections: of armed and unarmed helicopters, . 
relief on station was possible without, undue committment of aircraft 
and crews. This proved most satisfactory when it became necessary 
to increase helicopter escort due to increased sniper fire. 

(3) The CH-4.6 heUcopter provided the heavy lift capability 
during t,he initial assault and this allowed maximwn utilization of 
the UH-34 for troop lift. In the. area of resupply, the CH-46 was 
employed to ensure maxi.mum utilization of load/lift combinations and 
thereby reducing flight hours. In addition, the increased troop lift 
proved valuable in assur:j.ng the rapid build-up in landing zones. It 
is recommended however, that in future operations the CH-46 be con­
figured so tha.t it is capable of lifting t.he l05mm howitzer intact. 
This added capability would increase the mobility of the towed l05mm 
howitzers. 

(4) The employment of the LVTH platoon is covered in detail 
in enclosure (4) and the recommendations contained therein are con­
curred with. The mobility of the 1VTH provided flexibility to artil­
lery support. On D plus 8 one scotion of LVTH's was displaced for­
"'lard to provide coverage to a. company operating beyond the range of 
friendly artillery. 

(5) The utilization of the plastic assault boats was on an 
lias required II basis. A boat pool was established at the BL'I' CP and 
boats were attached to units for specific operations. Duo to tho 
distance between companies, the assault bO';l.ts were lifted by CH-46 , s 
to the units for employment in waterwa.ys. The terrain in the AOA 
was such that reliance on the plastic assault boats was not neccessary, 
consequently they received limited use. Utilization of the assault 
boats during DECK HOUSE V uncovered several limitations: The plastic 
assa.ult boat is very fragile and cannot be subjected to hard field 
usage without damage; the boat does not have a flotation device and 
sinks readily; the boat transom needs to be reinforced to insure 
secure installation of the outboard motors. It is also recommended 
that only motors with manual starters be procurred. 
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10. 'I'ha following comments are included on subordinate cOlml1,ander l s 
combat after action reports: 

a. HHtI J62 After Action ReJl.ort: 

(1) In paragraph 1 of enclosure (2) it should be noted that 
HNM 362 transported the VJ:J.l1C Battalions a total of six times. In 
addition, the initial helicopterborne assault of the 4th Battalion 
was from the USB VANCOUVER (LPD-2) and this resulted in a highly suc­
cessful landing and build-up ashore. 

(2) The conclusions presented in the UAnalysis of Elelicop­
tel' Operations I! are concurred with. Each amphibious assault opera­
tion is different, but it is axiomatic there must be a close relation­
ship between the B1T and the HMlL All aspects of training in the SLF 
point to the inherent mobility of the helicopter a.nd this close rela­
tionsbip. The importa.nce of communications between the ground and air 
units carmot be overly emphashed. The SLF continues to stress this 
in training exercises and combat operaLions. 

to be 
tion. 
times 

(3) Enclosure (J) of this report reflects what is considered 
near maximum performance by a ill-IN. Squadron during a combat opera­

'rhe overall maintenance effort of HMM 362 was evident at all 
and the availability was outstanding. 

be BLT 1/9 After Action Report ~ 

(1) Paragraph ll.b. recommended that the allocation of GH-46 
helicopt,ers be increased. In March 1967 1001 -164; a CH-46A squadron, 
will be assigned to the SLF, thereby increasing the mobility and flexi­
bility inherent in dLl" helicopter operations. Until then, it is recom­
mended that modil'ied CH-46! s be assigned the SU' to provide the capa­
bility of lifting the l05mm howitzer. 

(2) Paragraphs 11.c., i., and k. all relate to communications. 

,a. In past combat operations the SLF stressed the impor­
tance of radio relay (MRC-62). The inherent reliability and security 
of radio relay will continue to be used in future training exercises 
and combat operations, 

b. 'r'be 9thl4AB provided the 81F with two additional PRC­
US and these were located in the dLP/BLT ~'SCC to monitor HD #1 and 
HD #2. BL'f 1/9 provided two PRC-25s to the SLF for liaison with adja­
cent units. The only drawdown on BLT communications assets were the 
two PH,C-25 radios. It is not believed thatt.his hampered the communi­
cations capability of liLT 1/9 to a great extent. 
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c.When frequencies were assigned to artillery conduct 

of fire and the battalion and company tactical nets it was determined 
that there was sufficient separation. During the operation when it 
was evident there was an overlap, the frequencies weri switched to 
prevent further interference. 

(3) Do not concur with comments in paragraph lLl. and m. 

a. Supplies and equipment embarked in ARG shipping is 
determined by higher aut h ori ty and reflects that required by the SLF 
to respond to contingencies anywhere in PACOM and is not limited to 
operations in RVN. Supplies and equipment are combat loaded in AHG 
shipping in such a marmer as to permit selective unloading as re­
quired. There was no instance during D:lliCK HOUSE V where a requested 
item could not be unloaded. The unloading of certain items of sup­
plies/equipment not required for specific operations in RVN would 
seI'iously degrade the SU' readiness posture to react to contingencies 
elsewhere in PACON. 

b. The need for a BSP. ashore i.s not considered desira­
ble in that it limits mobility and increases helicopter flights by 
douple-handling supplies" Past experience proved the most expeditious 
means of resupply is from AUG shipping direct to using units. H9w­
ever this system relies on timely notification, accurate location 
of units and reasonable requirements. 

(4) The problems outlined in paragraph ll.b. is one that pre­
vails throughout RVN. However, guides may be usefully employed des­
pite this language barrier. 

(5) Paragraph ll.d"g. arrl je are generally concurred with 
but believe these are problems that can be solved by unit commandE:lrs 
on the spot. 

eft Prov-lsional p..rtilleI',Y' Group After Action H.epory,: 

(1) The comment s, conclusions, and recormnenda.tions a.re con­
curred with. When the combat situation permits it is the intention 
of the SLF COnmk~der to group the artillery to gain advantages out­
lined in this after action report. 
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• hE.i:.WUARTERL:'; 
Battalion Landing Team 109 

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade 
FPO, San l<'rancisco, California 

.i!':.eom!' Comrr:a.l'1ding Officer 
'rc~. Comm.8 .. l1der 8pecial Landing Force 

,/'<JRVH!rgs 
3400 
20 Jan 1967 

SubJ~; GGmbt~;;t After Action Report (Operation DECKHUUS,t; V) 

AppendiJ: 4 to Annex U to SLF Operation Elan 328-67 
Me.psi \fjetns.m, AHS series L 7014= sheets 6228 I and. II; 
6328 III and IV I' 

Enol: (1) (}I!"erlay of the Operation. 

1. OperatiQ.n DECKHOUS~ V. 

:2. Jncl\f?1..wi.~ Date§ .Jjjnd Locatim... Six January to 15 JanuAry 1967 Thanh 
l'hong becnt Zone, Thanh Ehu District, j{i'm Hoa Province,. Hepublic of 
Vietnam" 

BW 1/9 

U&-' C ( I "'".- i n.;;) 01llPany ";::..t..~J!,,:.ll.1J 
Det t Hq Bn! 5:cd i>1a.r TIiv 

Det j PO[i'tal SeC':tion 
Det t Disbursing Section 
Det, Photo Section 
Det, CO!!ln, Co (Radio Relay) 

Det 7 Hq Co, 9th Mar (Radio Rela.y) 
Det g Btry HDH, 2nd Bug 12th Mar (rmTm) 
Dei, Irq Btry, 2ndB:n~ 12th I'lar (NGl;~ lnTm) 
IfJt Clearing PH (_~i (Heir;)" Co liB", 3rd l'Ied Bn. 
Det, 15th Dental Co. 
Logistic Support Unit 

Det, 3rd [3 ervioe En. 

COm\LlIDY !l!;~, fReiu,l 
Company nAil 

FO T~I, Btry "D", 2nd Bn, 12th Mar 
Det, 1st Plat, Co It Oil" 3rd Eng Bn 
Det~ H&S Co 

Det, 6 .... :2 Seotion 
Det, Med Flat. 
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Det9 Comm Plat 
1st Section~ 81mm Hortar Plat 
ls!:; Sqd. 9 · Flame-Thrower Scction 
FiLe 'rm 

CO;'lP~J1y II Btl (Rcdn) 
--aorri~) 1'3!lY "E"" 

E'i.) Tl'l~ Btry lI,li" t 2nd BU f 12th ilier 
Det~ 1st t'lat~ iJo "e t

!'?, }rd l;;ng Hn 
Dets. 1:1&13 Co 

D€;t~ 5 ... 2 Se~ction 
Det.~ Ned llat 
Det9 Cown Plat 
2nd :3e0tion, 81ITUll Ec,l'tar f'lat 
2nd SquEldl' J:!~lame-irhroy.iel" Suction 

Gompany "llt: 
FO 'l:l<l; BtI"J "DI!~ 2nd Bn9 12til Jiior 
Det~ Hq Btl'Y,; 2nd .Btl, 12th He-a? (!~\Xb' Spot Tm) 
Det, 1st Pla:t~ Co IIC~'" }I'd .I:lng Bn 
liet, li&S Co 

DGt9 1;.i·~2 Bection 
Dot, Mad cieotion 
Det ~ Comm P1 at 
4th Seotion t 81rnm Nortar Flat 
4th :..lqu.ad, Plame-'J:hro\+Jel' i;.;8ction 
PLG 'fro 

Btry 111" l.::.Li!l:Qill) 2nd Bn, 12th 1'iaJ;' 
Btry !lDn 

lJ;..;t~ Hq Btr'y, 2nd £In, 12th Her 

1Q]J!.lLlJ>IQ:J;jjar tit PY a l~Qi nl"._J..!;JL Bn 12]h FiHr 

l01mmNartar Btry, 1st En 12th Mar 
j)et, 1.1 Jjtl~i's l~,t En 12th l'{"tr 

Zd Plat (hein), Qo. "B'I Lirdjlm'l.\'ae En 
5rd PI at I! Co II B", }l'd. AldJ:I'co Bn 
j)ot 1 h&:S Co, 3rd Amffrr>o Bn 

jrd 
3rd Plat "{"Rein"y: Co "A" 9 

Det, Hi.: .. i::i Co, 3rd. Jdol En 

)1'1: Bn 

1st .flat CC'(~iUl.. Co lIe
ll

, :;1'9. Lng J!n 
1st Plat, 00 "Gil, ,rd r~g Bn 
D1;t, H&E, Co, 3rd6ng lln 
Det~ hug Support 00, 3rd Eng En 

2nd .Plat (Rei uh 09 "At! a 3I'c1 1>1'1' Bn 
2nd Pla.t, 00 !li~lI, ~,rd N'I En 
liElt, Lu_0 Co, 3rd Hi: BtL 
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2nd x'lat. l H.eili.). Co II iI". ~rd ltee'on Bn. 
2nd Plat, CO "}),I t 3rd Recon Bn 
Det, H&S Co, 3rd Recon En 

2nd Plat (.deini. Co IIC", 3rd SF Bn 
2nd Plat, Go "Gil t 3rd S.l:l Bn 
Det, H&S Co, 3rd SP En 

3.rd Plat (Rein). Go "'B". 3rd 'J.'Fl.!lk En 
3rd Plat, Co "B", 5rd Tank En 
J:iet, :0.&8 Uc, 3rd Tank En 

1st .Plat 0.§.~1~i_Armd Am_...£9_JLVTH-6) 
1st Plat, 1st E.i:me~ »"m i,Co 

2nd Teem, 2rd Plat, 1st Force Recon Cg 
2nd Teun, 3rd Plat, 1st .J!'orce Recon Co 

Com pan~i "e" ,Rei!).) 
Company "C" 
1<\) TH, .dtry tiD", 2nd .t:in, 12th Ear 
ilet, 1st Plat, Co itCH, 3rd ing J,)n 
Det, H&S Co 

Det, 8-2 .5ection 
.lJet, !Il(;ld PI et 
J)et, \Jomm Plat 
3rd Sqd l!'lame-'l'brower Section 

5. Intollii,ence. 
~~-~-~~' . ,. 'Tliiiii 

I.,t VOI-,T 

Lt CO'l'n~ 

a. J..Ieckhol~ GO V \vas conduc ted in the 'fLanh .i?hu 2Gctor of K~in Ho:e, ,b.'c vLcc. 
'l'J:~8 .J.I.,"J.' 8.re~ of opera'Gion in Thanh rnu was 69 sq miL::;:;. '11:rlU·:':·o::~~.!l"1!: teJ:'cpin 
f~;"tl.lr\.)3 \"ere the rice pi:tddies, the waterways and the mangroves. .Lite rjco 
pBdcties were .. wet for the mOGt part, but only in the northern Recto:: \';(1':; thoy 
an obstacle. The watert.;ays were a significant _~bstAclc. :.£1118 mengrC"FIJ2 \'n,r8 
als0 an ob[;"'~Gle •. 

b. For the duration of the operation the weather was moderate. the c'v:r',,'<;') 
high was 83°]' and the average low was 76°F Th.~ Iwerage ~l1IDicity was ?tj~~.J.'110 
1.rev8.iling winds were from the .NOrth at 20-25 knots. Tidal S':WP,:3g,-; CPU>1Uc1 
floocU_n€,~. irrlO skies vlere genorlllly clqudy. 

c. '.l:he Thanh P"nu area has been the security responsibLi ty of the 5] 8th 
Coastal SeClJri t,'T Battalion, a VC local force battalion. 'rwo compenios of thL 
battalion, Cl and C2, nom.ally operate in Thanh Phu. .ooth companies h:-v:·, 
approximately 120 men, are well armed and trained, but lac:c comb2t experience. 
In addition to these units a separate company,the C530 company, 1'180 ofGrdes 
in '.i.'hanh Phu. It is armed and trained in the same manner as C1 end 02. ,;i.180, 
each village has its own self defense squad or platoon, depcnrlin:. on tho size 
of the village. 'lhanh Phu I s value to th';) VC lies in its logi.s :.:ic function. 
:riIis area contain3 installations and support fa.cilities for th;;:; VC. 

~.:LC.Ji . .::.LI.' 
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d. 'rho :cesul ts of Dcckhouse V were disappointing. Wllile some mf:lteriel 

was captured, the buly- of the YC installation~ and stores are believed to 
have been moved. In G.ddition the yC r-circe s had a-lSo- ieft~ Two confirmed 
members of the 0530 company\:ere killed, bl1t _contact was light. Contact 
was limited to sniper fire, small uni t ambushes 2nd light mortar fire. 
i!:xtonsive mining was anticipeted but not found. The poor results of the 
operation were probably due to tho Viet Cong l s prior knowledge of the 
operation. This gave the YO sufficient time to move their supplies and 
personnel out of the area. 

6. Mission. The mission assigned BLT 1/9 Was as follmlS: 

a. Commencing at H-Hour on LDay, lana. by waterborne a ssaul t over 
wlli te Beach. Brovent in/exfil tration end conduct search and destroy operations 
in Sector '~.l:li teo 

b o Commencing at L-Hour on D;...i)ay, land by heloborne assault into LZ 
CRCJW and 1:6 ruCK. Prevent injexfiltration and c'onduct se~~ych snd destroy e 
operations in :.decto!:'s Green and Brown. Control main waterways. 

c. On order, conduct search and destroy operations in Sector Purple. 

d. Provide platoon size Sparro\>r!5.awk force from the reserve comp.'ny 
aboard the USS Iwo Jima (1?H"'~) . 

e. On order conduct a tactiQal withdrawal. 

7. !Joncept of the Uperation. 

a. The: operation "las planned to be ("Cxecuted in t-wo ph~SC8. The initif'.l 
phase (Phase. I) was intended to isolate, the operation area to prevent in/ex­
filtration of enemy forC8s and materiel. '£his was to be accomplished by the 
establishment of blocking positions on waterways tmd other major routes of 
egress. The second phase. (Phase II) "'fas intended to be a slow, deliberate _ 
but agressive se~:rch and d.est~oy (S.ill) operation throughout the area of ., 
opera.tions. 

b. The concept called for. landing one LVTH-6 platoon, as the first wave, 
fo110.1ed by one reinforced rifie company in LVTP-5' s over White BE!ach,. as 
the second wave, to establicll a beachhead and secure a ELf operating base. 
Upon securing the beachhead 13 third "lave of landing craft \>TaS to Innd the 
heavy equipment for beach sUPQ~rt followed by the landing of non scheduled 
elements including tanks and'ontos. 

c. Approximately one half hour after the initial waterborne lending one 
reinforced rifle company \-laS :'0 be landed by helicopter at LZ Crow followed 
by another reinforced rifle compa~y to land in ~ Duck. Both comp~nies were 
to establish combat operating bases. The company which was landed 8t L{' Crow 
was to set up blocking positions on the major watel:wa;ys and rout8s of egress 
in the vicinity of LZ Crow \.,hile the other eompapy was to COmmence S&D 
operations in the squtr ... ern portion o£.Sector. Groen. 

o • '. '.' • 
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• A Recon platoon was to be insurtod into the north east corner of Sector 
BL'own to report on in/exfil trati.':n ~'outes ann activity. One reinforced 
company was to form the BLT reserve, provide a platoon size Sparrow Hawk 
uni t and remain aboard the LPH for possible future employment. 

d.The l05mm howitzer battery, LVfH-6 platoon and 107mm mortar bRttery 
were attached to BIIr 1/9, but were to be under Provisi onal Art ill ery Group 
control for the operation. The 105mID howitzer battery was to land over 
~i te Beach by LVTP-5 while the lO'{mm mortar battery was to land by heli­
copter at LZOrow after the compl@tion of the helolift of the two assualt 
Companies. White Beach, LZ Crow and LZ Duck~were to be prepared by naval 
gunfire and air strikes prier to the landin-go. 

e. A Composi t~ Provisional Company was to be formed by elements of H&S 
Company and personnel from uncommitted supporting units, and to relieve the 
initial company landing over White Beach of the security of the beachhead 
as soon as possible. The rifJ.e_~ompa~ was then to oommence 3&D ogerationa 
in Sector White. -

f. After the coml-11etion of lihase I, Ihase II was to be a thorough search 
and destroy mission initially conducted by two companie 8 abreast in Sectors 
Green and Whi te moving in a north-easterly direction. At some later time 
the company originally in blocking posi tions was to begin a S&D movement to 
the east. It was intended that these converging forces would push the en­
e~ into Sector Purple 8llll.d then annihlait;e the enemy by conducting a S&D 
mission in Sector Pllrple. On order the BLT WR.S to conduct a withdrawal, 
re-embarking aboard the amphibious shipping in a general roversal of the 
landing plan. 

8. Execution., (All times are local time for tLme zone-H) 

a. D-Day 6 January 1961 

(1) After t:~lO prex~olls.l?osiP9~~me,llaliue.~9 chee,vxse13.S_f3nd surf~_ 
D-Day was executed onoJanuary 1967· and l commenced with prep fires consist­
ing of naval gunfire and air strikes on White Beach and LZ Crow. 

(2) The 1st Plt, 1st Armd Am 00 (LVTH-6 Plt) composed the first 
wave and landed on Whi te Beach at 0741 which WGS eleven minutes after the 
designated H-hour. As the 1st wave approach.ed the beaoh it received sniper 
fire which was returned by direct 105mm howi tzer fire from the LVTH-6 r s. 
No friendly aasualties were incurred on the initial landing. At 0743 the 
second wave consisting of Company"B"lend.ed by LVTP-5 over White Beach wi th­
out incident. The 3rd wave, which vlRS heavy eQuipment for bepch sll;Jport, and 
was schedllied to be landed in landing craft, was not landed due tothe heavy 
sea and surf condi tion. Company"B" secured a beachhead consisting of White 
Beach and LZ Span'ow by 0950. c:'" 

(}) Company"J)lIwas he1oborne into LZ Crow wi th the first wave land­
ing at OSl} which was 13 minutes after the designated L-hour. By about 0950 
the helolift of CompanyllD~1 which was in three waves, was completed. The 
landing was withollt incident. Company!lD~' while maintaining security on LZ 
Crow, moved one platoon to the critical river junction at XR 761961 and set 
in a blocking position. The Recon,platoon with the Det. Force Recen was in­
serted into 1~ Crow with the second wave. 
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SECREr • (4) Upon completion of the heloborne lift of Oom,)any"D~' Company 
'!A"was landed at LZ Duck after prep fires consisting of naval gunfire and 
air strikes were terminated" The first wave landed at 095, and the land­
ing was completed by 1100$ The company began a search and destroy oper­
ation in the southern portion of Sector Green. The landing was without 
incident .. 

(5) The 105mm Howit3er Battery~ liD" Battery 2/12, was landed by 
LVT over Whi te Beach and was in place and ready for a fire mi ssion by 
1J30o The 107mm mortar battery~ "Wit Battery 1/12, was scheduled}fl land 
at LZ Crow after the completion of the he1ob()ED-e lift of Canpany A but 
LZ Crow was determined unsui table for landing the howtars due to the poor 
surface condition of LZ Crow, which was covered by 18" to 24" of mud. 
It was determined that the battery would be ianded after a suitable al­
ternate LZ was found and a recon party was landed for that purpose. Five 
VCS were apprehended while reconnoitering for a suitable Lz~ 

(6) The landing plan was altered and instead of landing the 
107mm mortar battery» H&S Company was lifted into LZ SparrCM at 1230.. A 
provisional composite company was formed from elements of H&S Company 
and personnel from the Motor Transport Platoon, the A.ntiTank Platoon 
and one platoon from the BIn! reserve~ Company "Oil.. The Provisional 
Composi te Company relieved Company"B"of the responsibility of th~ security 
of White Beach and LZ Sparrow" which contained the BLT. headquarters, by 
1500. Company"Bf'then b.~bfn a search and destroy mission in the southern 
portion of Sector White:'" 

(7) A.t 1550 a suitable alternate landing zone was located for 
the 107mm mortar battery in Sector Brown et XR 767949 and the battery 
was landed without incident. The battery Wb,d in place and ro.sdy for a 
fire mission by about 1700 •. The com~letion of the heloborne lift of 107mm 
mortar battery completed the im tial landing of BLT 1/9. '" ._, . 

(8) The first VC contact was at 1640 when Company"A"took 7 VC . e 
under fire at XR 749886 during their search and destroy operation. The 
fire fight lasted about 10 m5 .. nutes and resulted in 1 VC KIA. The Recon. 
Platoon was, helolifted f-rom LZ Crow and inserted by helicopters into the 
northeast corner of Sector Brown at XR 799972 _about 18300 The Recon 
Platoon mission was to report all Vo movem1mfswatching especially for 
routes or indioations of in/exfiltration. 

(9) The three rifle companies continued their search and destroy 
missions until dark and. then set up de fen si ve positions in platoon patrol 
bases (PRB's) in their sectors for the night. All companies condUcted ex­
tensi ve patrols and ambushes in their sectors_. Company"A"in southern por­
tion of Sector Green at XK 741884, Company''B''in scuthern portion of Sector 
White at Xli 764853? and Company''D''in Sector Brown with one platoon provid­
ing security for l07mm mortar battery at Xli 768949 and 2 pla tcons in block­
ing positions along waterways at XR 765961 and Xli 768957& The BLT OP was 
located at LZ Sparrw XR 76485}... At 23:50 Company"n"received a harassing, 
probing attack b~{ 5 VC. They were taken under SIllaU arms, and 107mm mor­
tar fire. No known casual ties were incurred by either side. There was 
no further contact during the ~liBht hours and only light harassing and 
sniper action the night of 6 Jan, 1967 with no known casual ties •. 
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• 
b. D+l. 7 January 1967 

(1) Frag Order 01 ordert!d CompanylfA"ffid Gompany"B"to carry out 
S&D Operations in Sector Green&White below phl.l§~ line. March. Company liD" was 
required to maintain its blocking positions, S&D in 'ector J:)rown, west 
of phase line October and provide security for the mortar batt oJry 0 'rhe 
mission for Rllcon platoon was unchanged. 

(2) At 0613 2 VC were sighted approaching th~ defensive positions 
of Cornpany"A"from the direction vrhich sniping had been coming previously. 
They were taken under fire and at dayiight dter a s~erch of the area two 
VC bodies were found. 

(3) One ph.,toon of COIn,DflUylI,Dllwas lifted by helicopters to a 
blocking position at Ali 784964 about 09000. p~ fir" by E::.:'tillury was 
conducted on the L,i, and the lending was without incid(mt. 

\. 4) No cantect was made during the J&rr operptions 'tfhich were in 
a north easterly airection.-!l:portion of both l:.iectet5 White and iJ-reen -form~d' -­
a j)eninsula which was separated by the R8ch Mau 13anL on one side and tho 
rlaoh Khen1huyen on the other side. After pre]:) fires were conducted on 
both Lb l s a continuous helicopter lift was condu.cted by elements of Company 

"B"into the portion of the peninsula in Sector 'white £-1nd elements of CO:!lP'1n;y­
n"'''into the portion of the ~eninsula in Gector Green. At 1620 durinr.; the 
nelicopter lift of G.ompany'A"an accidental explosion of a grenp<'!e c~used 
one friendly KIA (a member of fiNN 362) and 5 \ilA from BI:l' 1/9, (one of whom 
later died of wounds). 'lhere was no enemy contact during the helicopter 

" " lift of f;ither company. Company.l:3 IF.lter m8iie contact with 5 VC in a short 
fire fight of 8bout 5 minLltes. The result waSthe' capture of three "laS, 

C 11,"- . all wounded.. At 1840 ompany F. received hStrF..:3sing fire whioh was returned 
by small arms and 60mm mortar fir~. One friendly WIA resu.lted. fro'll a 
short tOmm mortar. round but did not require evacuation. 

(5) Just prior to darkness all Gompan~es set up defensive positions 
in P.PB'swith extensive patrolling and EIlllbushes throu~pout the night.Com­
panies "A"illld"B"were located south of pha.se line March in Sector Gr~en and 
\!v11i te respectively with Company "J)"loca.ted west of phase line October in 
;)ector Brown in blocking posi tions. At 2250 tne Provisions.l Composite 
Gomoany was hi t by a squad size VC probe. The fire fight lasted Gbont 10 
minutes. A search of the area the next morning was negative. One friendly 
KIA resulted during the attack. There was no further contact that night. 

c. Dr2 8 J anua.ry 1967 

(1) Ji'rl1g Urder 02 ord.ered Company'!!' and COmpany'~"to cross pha.se 
line March at 1000 behin~ naval gunfire, artilliiy prep fires and air 

strikes which preceeded the advance of the units. After crossing phese 
line Barch the units wt!tre to conduct 8&D operations in SeetoN' Green and 
Whi te but not beyond phase line April. Company IID'was to maintain blocking 
positions, conduct s&D operations west of phase line October in Sedtor 
Brown and maintain security for the 107 Howtar -B8 ttery'. 
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SBCllli'l' • 
(2) At 07)0 Comp&ny"tlt sighted a. cramouflaged raft floating down 

the iiach Bang Cung river md destroyed it by M-79 fireo No further 
contact was made until. after crossing phase line March at 1000. 

(}) The prep fires consisting of the naval gunfire 7 artillery 
and air strikes was' conducted from 0900 to 1000 with the artillery 
shifting fire in front of Companit!:s"~1 &"J3 t1as they crossed phase line 
liJarch.. Gompanies tlA" &t'Bl' aonducted their S&DQPcration in Sectors Green and 
Whi te between, phase line YlaXch and April until dark. 

(4) At 1000 Company"A" found a tunnel complex with surr'ounding 
bunkers whicili had probably been used as a stt)I'age/training area.,. The 
only equipment or supplies, located at the C'omplex at the time of dis­
covery was a. small Quantity of uniform&o The complex was destroyed by 
demoli tions<> At 1155. a £_ lirol from lkompany;'JJ 'vas taken under sm8l1 
arms fire py 9 va at x,a 7649490 The fire fight lasted approximetely ten 
minuted and smalL arms and 8lmm mortar fire wen. returnedo An air strike, 
which delivered 2.-590 pound bombs and strafed the area) was called upon 
the fleeing VO. NO known casual~ies resulted from the incident. At 1415 
a platoon frQll COIl'lWmy"B"received automatic weapons fire from an estimated 
12 VC at XR 783887. The platoon attempted to enveloP3 the VC unit and 
returned small arms~ M-79 trld 305 f1 rocket fire. The fire fight lasted 
approximately 15 minuteswi~b the only knoWll __ casualty being 1 friendly 
WIA. At 1430 the rec'Onnaissance platoon was--helo lifted from XR 8u1968 
to ill Sparrow 0 The platoon provided the BL',l: GP with a reaction force to 
assist in the defense. 

(5) No other significrnt contact was rna_de during the S&D operation 
by any of the complffiies the rest of the day. Just prior to dark the 
companies sot into night defensive Qositions, and conducted extensive 
pa:trolling Md ambushes., Com'panv"A"w2~ J ()cated in Sector Green between 
ph (;1,se. lines l>larch lind April.' Companylf))ll remained in its blocking positions 
in Sector Brown. Company "Bit W<i.S located in Sector whi t03 below pLase line 

April. (6) At 2115 ~ patr~l from Comp~nyltA" sighted 7 to 10 VC directly e 
across a stream at Xli 757891 using lights and appeared to be setting up a 
mortar.. ~he patrol opened fire from hasty positions but were unable to 
inve.stigate results due to 8woll.en stre.run conci tions. l~o fire was returned 
~d there. were no known casualties.. A-t 2200 CompanyllB!"received the first 
enemy mortar attack ~t XR 798873. Th~ enemy fired smAll arms, 5-60mm 
mortar rounds and }-57mm recoiless rifle rounds. The fire was returned with 
small axms, 60mrn mortar: fire, M-79 fire and %-105 howitzer rounds. 'the 
fire fight lasted &bout 15 minutes and the only known casualty was one 
friendly WIA.,. At 2245 Company"A"received jamming on its Comp.?ny Tnctical 
net and at the same time received 3-60mm mortar rounds. No fire was 
returned due to the inability to locate enemy firing positions. No 
e&sudties .. resul tecro 

do D+3 . 9 J anu'll'y 1961 

(1) Frag Order 03 ordered the landing of Company "C"by helicopter 
to relieve Oompany"A"who rev~rted to BLT reserve. Company ''C"was then to 

(8) 
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• continue the S&D operation in Sector Green below phase line April. Company 
"1:>'\.[13.8 t9t ~ontinue the S&D operation in Sector white below .phase line April. 
Company ~ ~ission was unchanged .. 

(2) At 0245 a listening post from Oompany ''B "fired on a friendly 
patrol returning to its PPB and one casualty resulted who later died of 
woundso. 

(.3) Two platoons of Qompany"C"were heloUfted into Sector Green 
at XR 756892 about 0725 I'md relieved th', two platoons of Company'~ '\v't'!st 
of the Rach Khen Thuyen. The pls.toon of O-ompany 'IC "which had been use!6 
as· security for ~ OP was h_lolifted to xa76688l and relieved the 
remaining platoon of Company ''A ''which wa.s ltmded at LZ Sparrow md was 
utilized for ~T CP security. 

(4) At 1500 one patrol frQIl Company'lD''discovered 20 tons of rice 
in bins at XR 759935.. A reQuest was made for transportation to remove 

~~:c~~~;e~u; ~~~: ~~sr~~:iih~lih~~;/~dS~i~;na,~8~§6~r:~~~~ i~b~a,~; '~C8 
were sent back to Bvr c'Om,Pound and the rice-was lAter destroyed.. At 1615 
an ambush from Company'B'called in a fire mission on 3 VO who were sighted 
in the open. ~ixteen rounds of 105 were fired with 3 VC KIA possible. 

(5) At 1630 one platoon of Company'~'was helolifted to XR 771891 
in order to cross a swollen str8&m., Prior tn dark all companies set 
into defensive PPB's and conducted extensive patrolling and ambushes 
throughout the night.. Companies '!8."snd'~ ''were poised on phase line April 
in order to cross, the following d~. Cofupany'ID'remained in blocking 
positions in western portion of Sector Brown. 

(6) 'rhe Recon platoon was inserted at XR 787954 to reconnoiter 
the eastern portion of ~ector Brown on the western side of phase line 
October under OpCon of Company ".I)!' At 1820 a patrol from Company "e II 
discovered the first sur~rise firing device in the operation which was 
a Chi Gem grenade placed in a doorway of what appeared to be a vaCAted 
ordinance repair facilit,y~ Located at Xli 7b4962. ~e surprise firing 
device had a pull device and was destroyed in place. At 2113 a platoon 
from Company'~I~as attacked by an estimated 15 VO at Xli 787887 under 
60mm mortar and small arms covering. Small arms, 3.5/~ockets, N-79 
rounds, 25 rounds of 6Omm, 57 rounds of 10Smm, were returned. An armed 
UH1E and armed 0-47 flare ship were utilized for air strikes. 'Ibe fire 
fight lasted about 30 minutes with estimated 10 VC KIA and 5 VC viIA. 
There ware 2 friendly Wil. 

eo D..tr4 10 January 1967 

(1) Frag Order 94 designated Companies 'iB"and 'b "to cross phase line 
J.pril in :::lectors White'~and :ireen respectively after prep fires consisting 
of naval gunfire,. artiliery and air strike s.- Company tiD 'was to provi de 
security for the mortar battery, to abandon~locking positions, and 
conduct S&D operations west of ph~se line October in Sector BTown. 

SEClli..'T 
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(2) From. 0000-0830 prep fires by the a:rtillery were conducted 

and at 0830 Gompanr: tB '!fan owed lreter by Company rre "crossed phase line 
ApriL Company 't:. I roillld a supply cache of 18 rifles in a mangrove swamp 
at XR 76490200 At 0930 while on a sweep one platoon from Company'~ 'received 
heavy automatic and semi-automatic fire from 5 to 8 VC at XR 7889990 
Small aJ::'IllS, 55 rcunds of 60mm9 25 rounds of 81mm, and 30 rounds of 105mm 
were. returned. The fire fight lasted about 15 minutes and resul ted in 
one friendly KIA and two \oj,lA. with estimated 5 vc KIA.. At about 1030 a 
patrol from the Heoon Platoon located a hospital complex located at XR 
7929410 The complex consisted of 4 houses with beds and used medical 
supplieao The trail. leading into the hospital had 4 Chi Oom gre.nades 
with surnrisa firing devices: implMed along it., The hOspib.:l and medical 
sup:QJ;ies- war.e destroyed.. At 1445 a platoon from Gompany''£'\'as taken 
under automatic fire by I'm unkno'.m number of' VClo. ;)roall arms,. 60mm mortar" 
67 rounds of 1('5mm~ and }--2Q75/(rockets from an armed UiilE were returned ... 
The fire fight lasted approxima.tely 15 minutes and resulted in 1 friendly 
KIA £tnd 2 WIA with an estimarlied 5 VC KIA~~t 1515 a 3 man fir·eteam 
sighted 5 VC who threw a grenade wounding 2 Marines~ The Marines returned 
fire and saw 2 VC flall at Xli 7~9l2. A pa.trol from Comp2ny"D''was taken 
under fire by 10 to 12 well entrenched VC across tha Kinh Eo Loi River 
at about 16l0~ The enemy fired smal1.arm~ and 5-60mm mortar'rounds. 
;.)mal1. aJ:'IDS,. M-79 rounds, I-M.-72 , 8lmm rounds and 68-l05mm rounds were 
returned.. The fire fight Lasted about 20 minutes and it was impossible 
to investigate the enemy position. across the river, there were no 
friendly casualties.. lJ:her~ was no further contact in the daylight hours 

r:<-... • IIu" d""" t th t 1 . <.::! t i"'__ •• n_ • as '"-Vmpalu.es »an ~swep nor eas er y ~n ... ec ors \Z_r:een and "11~ te 
and W:lmpany"lJ" searched in Sector Brcwn... 'ihe companies set up'defensive 
PEB I s pri0r to dark and conducted extensive patrolling and ambushes 
throughout the night.,. At 1900 Company".b"received 15 sniper rounds at 
XR 790914 during a helicopter resupply mission.. Ib.is resulted in one 
friendly KIA., About 2030 a VO probe of UItiL~own s+rength inflicted 2 
friendly WI.b. on the Provisional Com:gOSite Compan;y. at White Beacho lluring 
the fire fight one harine was wounded by friendly fire. 

f. 145 11 JanuarY 1967 

(1) Frag 9rder 05 ordered Companiee;tlE'and"O"to continue S&D 
"oRera.tions in their respective sectors below phase line June o· Company 

D. was to provide security for the mortar battery" to continue ci&1J operations 
in Sector Brown and advance to north-south grid line 79 and phase line 

. IT " Octobero The Recon Platoon was to be retr~cted toth~ CF 0h Company D~ 
A bounda:t'y change was promulgated effecting Companies' B" and e" (See.: 
enclosure (1) ). 

(2) A Marine from a listening post was wounded while entering 
the. lines of the Provisional Composite Company when he failed to respond 
after being challenged twice. The Recon Platoon was extracted from XR '. . " " 797954 and l~fted to the OF of Company n at about 0800. For the rest of 
the operat~~ the Recon Platoon was employed as rifle platoon under OpCon 
of Company D. Plasti~ ~ssault boats were; utilized for the first time 
in a riverine operation by Oompmnylld'in Rach Khen Thuyen River about 0930 
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from a position XR 771891 in a north easterly dir·:=ction. At 1024 a platoon 
from CompanYIB"was engaged by a squad size VC unit with automatic weapons. 
The platoon enveloped, pinning the enemy machine gunner and his, crew down. 
The fire fight lasted about 20 minutes and resulted in 2 friendly WIA and 3 
VC KIA with the capture of a MG and a Russian Carbine. . 

(3) A platoon from companY"A"was helolifbd into Sector Green at 
" " XR 790912 and placed under OP CON of CompanyC at about 1500. The companies 

continued their S&D operations with no contact and at dark established defensive 
PPB's and conducted extensive patrolling and ambushes throughout the night. No 
contact was encountered during the night. 

Go D+6 12 Jan 1967 

" II (1) The Frag Order _06 requiz:~dComr.§l.ny B to continue ~tT\ S&D operations 
in Sector White up to phase line June but not beyond. Company C was to continue 
operationsin Sector Green up to phase line July, and to be prepared to attack 
east on order. company"D"was to provide security for the mortar battery and to 
continue S&D operations in sector Brown up to but not beyond phase line October. 

(2) A patrol of company"Btlwas engaged by 15 VC who opened fire with 
automatic weapons and threw hand grenades at about 0210. The patrol returned 
fire with small arms, 81mm mortar rounds andl05mm rounds. The patrol leader 
saw about 5 VC fall with the opening burst of fire. The fire figlj\t "lasted about 
ten minutes and 5 VO KIA were estimated. TwO platoons of Company C with the 
Company CP group were helo lifted from the night company patrol base to XR 
787927 at about 0~30. The LZ was preppedby artillery fire and on a trail close 
to the LZ. CAS was on station but not ~sed as was an armedttUH1E. There was no 

, " enemy contact during the landing. A platoon from Company D was helolifted from 
XR 785,963 to XR 786953 at about 0830. No prep fires were used and the landing 
was ~dthout incident. 

~ --~~. 
(3) At about 1015 a patrol from Company B was surrounded by an esti­

mated 20 VC at XR 796908. The patrol requested artillery fire, 81mm fire 
support and air strikes. A total of lO~105mm rounds were fired, an unknbwn 
number of 8lmm rounds and 3 -passes weremadeoy aarmedUH1E duririg- tl:ieaCtion 
which lasted 45 minutes. The incident resulted in 5 friendly WIA and possible 
4 VC KIA. Company tb ',discovered a hospital site at XR 79q~t~ and' destroyed it 
and the medical supplies at about 1145. At ~200 CompanY,p,piscovered the bodies 
of 4 VC with weapons who were probably killed by Company B on the previous d~y. 
At 1205 while searching bunkers at XR 792915 Company C killed one VC who ran 
out of a bunker after a grenade had been exploded in the bunker. IP~ring a search 
of a hamlet at XR 824907, at about 1515, by a patrol from Company B, 4 VC attem­
pted to flee and were killed, 4 weapons, including a 45 cal pistol were captured. 
At 1610 a patrol from-Compan-y '13 '~toppea.-4 VC~ for questioning. Approximately 17 
VC prematurely sprung an ambush with small arms fire from a distance of about 
100 yds while the patrol was interrogratingthe 4 VCS. The patrol returned fire 
with small arms, M-79 rds, 3.5 /'rockets, 60mm rounds and 18-105mm rounds. The 
results were 2 friendly WIA and 3 VC KIA estimated. 
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(4) The 107mm mortar battery with a platoon of Company~D#for security,. 
displaced by helicopter from XR 768949 to XR 786931 in order to provide fire 
support into tector -Burple when required. Company "J! was ordered to continue 
to clear Sector white up to but not beyond east-west grid lines 92 in Sector 
White. The Companies continued to carry out their S&D missions until dark 
without contact when they entered into their night defensive PPB's. Company 
~If was poised at east-west grid line 92, Company "CPwas at the eastern end of 
phase line July and Company ~Dt/ was at phase' line: October. No contact was made 
during the night. 

h. D+7 13 Jan 1967 

(1) Frag Order 07 required Company"B~to leave one platoon in a block­
ing position in the vicinity of XR 825908, to take OPCON of the 1st platoon 

l' 11 .. .. II Company A, wh~ch had been under the OPCON of Company C and to clear Sector 
White to phase line July, but not to cross east-west grid line 92 until 0900. ~ 
Company"D~was ordered to maintain blocking positions along phase line October. 
Prep fires were scheduled from 0800 to 0900~d then shifting further north 
until .. 0930 and to consist of artillery, naval gunfire and air strikes. 

(2) At about 084.5, .5 to 7 VC snipers engaged the platoon from 00mpany 
IIBu on the right flank at XR 832907. Small arms were returned and an artillery 
fire mission was called in. The first WP round for adjustment was short and 
two ~ines received non-serious WP burns. The mission was cancelled and no 

. I' II 
other known casualties were incurred. At 0900 Company B took OPCON of the 
1st Platoon companY"A~ prep fires were couducted by naval gunfire and air 
strikes. Company"B" found 5 freshly dug grav.:Js at XR 825946 which contained 
5 VC KIA, probably from the action the preceding day. 

0) During the afternoon of 13 Jan 1967 Company"BJ'relieved Company 
II " II II. • A as the BLT reserve.. At about 1500 the platoon from Company B ~n the r~ght 
flank position at XR 824906 was relieved by the CompanyUA"Command Grou~ and A. 
the 2nd platoon which landed by helicopter. The 1st Platoon CompanY/'A was • 
helo lifted to LZ Sparrow where it relieved the 3rd Platoon, Company"AJlunder 
OPCON of Provisional Composi te Company. The 3rd Platoon, Company "A" reverte d 
to OPCON of Company'~(and was assigned the mission to relieve the platoon from 
company"D"which had provided security for the 107mm mortar battery. The 3rd 
platoon, CompanylK'was helo lifted to XR 786931 and relieved the platoon from 
Company"n: Company''])''was consolidated and la.nded at XR 805935 and relieved 
Company "B'! (minus one platoon) which was flown to the USB IWO JlMA (LPH-2). 
The entir~ heliocopter transplacement commenced about 1500 and was completed 
about 1900. There was no fUrther contact during the daylight hours and prior 
to dark the companies set in their defensive PPB's ~d conducted their patroll­
ing and ambushes. 

(4) At 2305, from vicinity of XR 780924 the 107mm mortar battery was 
taken under 60mm mortar fire. An estimated 8-12 rounds of 60mm were fired in 
conjunction with a ground attack. The attack was replused by small arms, 50 
caliber MG tire and 107mm mortar rounds. The attack was preceded by a light 
signal consisting of 3 flashes followed by a single flash about 15 minutes 
prior to the attack. The only known casualties were 3 friendly WIA who did 
not receive serious wounds. 
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(1) Frag Order 08 directed Company \'A" to maintain its blocking position 
in the vicinity of XR 832907~ and to provide security for the l07mm mortar 
battery. Company "c/,Iwas to conduct a helicoptgr assault into LZ Goose and then 
conduct s&n operations in Sector Purple. Company lin" was to maintain blocking 
positions in its present position. 

(2) At 0730 Company~C·was helolifted into LZ Goose. There were no 
prep fires and the landing was conducted without incident. Plastic assault 
boats were lifted to'Company"C"and were used in riverine operations. S&.lJ 
operations were conducted.l.JLCglllllaro:"C"'in the southern portion of Sector 
Purple 0 At about 1100 the 2nd Plt of Compan,y:n"was helolifted to LZ Sparrow 
and given the mission of providing security f~r a LVTH-6 section. The LVTH-6 
section g two LVTP-5's and the 2nd PIt Company"nNmoved to a firing position at 
XR 802876 in order to support by fire-·alielfcopter assi.lalt~:[i1.to LZ Raven. 
About 1525 a patrol from Cdf])''was'lJredupon atj{R 825945 by 4 or 5 VC with auto­
matic weapons. The patrol returned small arms fire t 8lmm rounds and 107mm 
rounds. The only known casualty was one friendly WIA. At 1.545 Company/tA" 
located a hospital complex? 'with abcnft'· 20bea-capacity and medical supplies. 
The hospital was destroyed and the medical supplies· were sent to BLT CPo At 
1630 the 3rd PIt? companY'C*was helolifted to LZ Raven. When the first wave 
of heli copters landed they received small arms fire from a village at X:'i. 866929. 
The platoon advanced through the village under effective support of an armed 
UHlE. The results were 1 VC KIA and 8 VCS captured. At 1730 the CP group of 
Company1bfland another platoon were helolifted from LZ Goose to LZ Raven and 
joined with the 3rd platoon. Company"C"continued their s&n mission in Sector 
Purple until dar~o The Companies set up in their ciefensive PPBvs~ conducted 
patrolling and ambushes 9 and prepared for the scheduled withdrawal the next 
day. 

j. D+9 15 Jan 1967 

(1) Frag Order 09 directed all units to conduct the scheduled with­
drawal as ordered. At about 0815 Companyl'n" (minus one platoon) and 107mm 
mortar battery commenced their tactical withdrawal by helicopter. At about 
0830 elements from H&S Company also skrted to retract from White Beach. 
Upon completion of the retlla.tion ofc.oJllI'a.1j.Y"~Jit'Q9-,.t·L].Q15~ the helolift of 
Companyl'A"comllienced. At abo\.!t 104~G.()lllP13.Il.y1IA/received sniper fire frolffi XR 
821911 from an estimat~d 7 VC. Small arms, 40 rounds of 105mm, and an armed 
UHIE returned fire. One H-34 helicopter was hit while in the air causing a 
superficial wound to one marine. Two VC KIA were estimated. The 105mm How­
i tzer battery was extracted by LVT's the morning of 15 Jan. 19670 After com­
pletion of the lift of comp:my"A" (m:lllUJLJW.EL.I'la'toon) ~ at about 1ll5~ Company 

IIC" (minus one platoon) was lifted out from LZ R,aven at about 11459 the LVTH-6 
section, the LVT Section and the 2nd pit Company"n': in support of company 

Ie'; returned to White Beach. After completion of Company"C"all available heli­
copters concentrated lifting out the remaining platoon of Company tiD'; the remain­
der of the CP group and last of the Provisional Composite Company. The 1st 
PIt. of Company"~~ and LVTH-6 platoon~ left White Beach simultaneously for 
mutual support. The withdrawal ofth_e BLTwa.JL~o.mple.te<i .at. l~Zl. 
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k. Reca itulation of Air Naval Gunfire and Su ortin Arms. During 

Operation Deckhouse V there were a total 22 sorties flown with a total of 
16-1000 Ibs, 192-750 Ibs, 30-500 Ib, 22-260 Ib, 68 Napalm and 6 CBU bombs 
dropped. There were 1368 rockets fired. Artil1er~ support consisted of 
30 missions and 5 prep fires lor"a total 6f 2"136 HE, 116 WP, 32 Smk, 29 illum, 
51 HEPT. of 105mm Howitzerg and 539 107mm mortar HE, 130 107mm Mortar WP, and 
13 107mm mortar ilIum. rounds for the operation. Naval gunfire consisted of 
10 missions, '~iring a total of 221-8 inch rounds and 1310-5 inch rounds. 

9. Results. 

a. Summary of Enemy Casulties and Captured or Destroy~d Equipment 
and supplies. 

(1) Enemy Casualities 

21 
41 
53 

3 
59 

~o KIA (Body Count) 
VC KIA (Prob) 
VC WIA (Prob) 
Captives 
Civil'Defendant,S 

(2) Weapons and Equipment 

German 7.92 /VI e: 1 
U.S. C~bines 3 
Chi Com Carbines 7.92 3 
Rifle (Unknown Cal. ) 1 
Rifles (Old, Rusty & Unserviceable) 11 
Home Made Shot Guns (Old, Rusty & Unserviceable) 7 
Carbine Magazine W/Ammo 1 
7.92 Machine Gun Drum 2 
Chi Com Grenades 30 
Home Made Grenades 900 
Mines (Anti-Personnel) 718 
7.62 Ammo Rds 470 rds 
7092 Linked Ammo 1300 rds 
M-l Ammo 92 rds 
Clips of M-l Ammo 3 
Carbine Ammo 15 rds 
105mm Ammo 2 rds 
Home Made Gas Masks 2 
Sampans 70 
Outboard Motors 7 
Sewing Machines W/Drawings for Uniforms 7 
Hospital Site 3 
Ordance Repair F~c~lity 1 
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SECRET • (3) Food 9 Clothing, and Medicine; 

Rice 
Shrimp 
Salt 
Tobacco 
Grain 
Peanuts 
Black Uniforms 
Brown Uniforms 
Black Shirt 
Short Green Trousers 

(4) Fortifications~ 

Bunkers 
Tunnel Complex 

.f;:.'Jt:!:: 

bo Friendly Casualties ~ 

KIA 6 
WIA 38 
NBC 46 

, 10. Commanders Analysis. 

• 
125 tons 
300 Ibs 
900 Ibs 
40 Ibs 

1000 Ibs 
3300 Ibs 

4 
4 
1 
1 

98 
1 

ao Operation DEDKHOUSE V was successful. One large deterring, factor 
however j was the advanqe information gained by the Viet Cong of the 
impending operation and the general locatioQ of ito This advance in­
formation~ however obtained~ enabled the enemy to remove forces from the 
AOA andthua' "'void large scale contact with a superior force. It is 
estimate ~ that only scattered squad sized VC units remained behind. 

'Those Viet Cong forces and supplies remaining in the AOA were found and 
largely destroyed. Operation DECKHOUSE V should have a prolonged effect 
on VC operations in KIEN HOA Province from~psychological as well as a 
logistical standpoint. 

bo Operation DEGKHOUSE V provided an excellent training ,vehicle for 
future operations in terrain characterized by swampland. Similarly, it 
provided a refresherQQUr9~!Q~.pr~yiouoS~Y _Te<J.rnedmethods of operating 
'agdJ,:nert.insurgent Viet Cong forces. Smal~~unit operations remain the 
keystone#of anti-guerrilla warfare whether i't be in the Mekong Delta or 
in the rice paddies of the Danang TAOH. Th1s newly formed BLT was 
significantly tested and undoubtedly improved from its experiences on 
DECKHOUSE V. The need for rapid fire support and detailed fire support 
coordination was re-confirmed. The necessity of rapid response in small 
unit resupply by aerial means was dramatically pointed out. The almost 
total'lack of cross-country vehicular trafficability,including LVT's, 

- placed added burdens on an already heavily committed Neduim Helicopter 
Squadron. Swamps, large paddies ~ rivers ana wide , deep canals likewise 
necessitated multiple small unit troop lifts by helicopter. 
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Co Small unit troop leaders of platoons, squads and even fire teams 

play the major role in anti-guerrilla operations. T~eir proficiency" in 
small unit tactics~ immediate action, cross-countr~ navigation and the 
adjustment and direction of supporting arms is all-importanto Versatility, 
imagination and innovation make the difference between success and failure 
in the exploitation of guerrilla contact. 

~o Operation DECKHOUSE V was a relativ~ly short amphibious operation 
with only a small civilian population in the BLT area of operationso 
These two factors eliminated the possibility of any large scale civic action 
projectso Psychological Warfare teams were employed on an on-call 
basiso Once the BLT CP was established ashore and an initial impression 
of the tactical situation was gained, the Psy War Teams began operations. 
Leaflets of the standard variety, including the CHlEU HOI (Open Arms) leaf­
let and a special leaflet informing the people to remain in their homes were 
employed 0 Due to the low literacy rate in the area only those leaflets 
using pictures and drawings proved effective. Lo~~ speakers were used from 
the ground and from the air to pass out informatiJn and to give warnings ~ 
prior to the bombardment of certain areaSo_It was planned that civilians 
would not be evacuated from Thanh Phu, however~ most VCS detained were 
Oivilians and thus had to be controlled~ treated and evacuated. All 
civilians detained (including VCS) were held under guard in a compound g 

fed ~hree meals a daY1 treated if ill or injured and evacuated by boat to 
Thanh Phu on a daily basiso Rifle company corpsmen treated injured or 
sick civilians located in their immediate areas. 

11. Le ssons La arne d 0 

a. Comment. On several occasions troop units were required to hold 
up in areas totally unsuitable for good defense or individual rest. 
Swamp water levels rising to knee or waist deep permitted no sleep and 
only minimum rest at night. 

Recommendation. That simple, light weight nylon hammocks be ~ 

made an item of indivfdual eqUipment for operations in the Delta region. ., 
This would allow off duty personnel to 1ie down and gain benefit from sleep. 
:DECKHOUSE V terrain was characterized by deep swamps, but many trees 
which would allow the use of such a hammock. 

b. Comment. Some helicopter movements were delayed or prolonged by 
the availability of only two CH-46 helicopters. Heavy loads beyond the 
capability of the UH-34 are still prevalent within the standard BLT TIE. 

Recommendation. That the allocation of CH-46 helicopters in 
support of the SLF be increased from two to four. 

c. Comment. Radio relay communications provided rapid, reliable, 
semi-secure communications between BLT CF ashore and SLF CP afloat. This 
important link was maintained with little interruption in service. 
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Recommendation. That Radio relay ship to shore communication 

be retained as an integral part of the SLF system. 

d.Comment. Terrain limitations impos~d by swamps, rivers, canals~ 
large paddies and mud created many problems for heavily laden troops. 
Particularly true in this case is the flame thrower. Targets for this 
weapon are also few and far between. 

Recommendation. That the flame thrRwer section be held in general 
reserve to be employed and heldlifted into action at a specific site when 
requested. Immediate retraction of the flame section is also advised 
which would then put them in a position for re-charging and available for 
use e1gewhere as required. 

e. Comment. Rivers, canals~ swamps 1 etc pose obstacles to foot 
troops. Time or extra equipment is therefore needed to negotiate these 
obstacles. In search and destroy operations against guerrilla forces, 
slow movement almost always allows the enemy to escape. 

Recommendation. That advance plans for Delta type operations 
include considerations for many small unit troop lifts by helicopter 
to leap frog these natural obstacles. This would take maximum advantage 
of our superior mobility and enable the infantry units to find and fix 
the enemy. 

f. Comment. A lesson to be reiterated -is the deceptive establishment 
of CP's and PPB's. The VC scout friendly positions during daylight so as 
to be able to deliver accurate fire into the position during hours of 
darkness. 

Recommendation. That unit positions be moved frequently and after 
dark. This will confuse the enemy as to actual locations and allow 
friendlies to better observe VC firing positions when they fire into the 
abandOr.J.ed positions. Th:i,.s.lIas done,-"l;>y BLTU9 <;lUI.':bng DEC~OPSE V ?Ilq, on 
at least 3 occassions mortar fire fell on the recently abandoned positions 
with negative results. 

g. Comment. Tidal conditions in the Delta region have a decided effect 
on troop movement and overall operationsQ Fields turn into lakes, streams 
into rivers and expanses of mud into watery swamp lando 

Recommendation. That planners and unit leaders pay particular 
attention to tide tables and terrain studies. Time attacks and troop 
movement to coincide with the most favorable tidal condition. 

h. Comment. RF/PF Guides provided to BLT 1/9 for DECKHOUSE V were 
incapable of passing on valid information due to their inability to speak 
English and the inability of the Marines to understand Vietnamese. It's 
felt that these guides could have been invaluable had the language problem 
been eliminated. 
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Recommendation. That English speaking guides by made available 
for futher operationso An obvious alternate solution would be to provide 
Marine units with capable Vietnamese-speaking Marines. 

L Comment. Radio equipment shortages on the SLF. T/E required the 
BLT to provide radios for use by the SLF. This resulted therefore 9 in 
shortages within the BLT. 

Recommendation. That the SLF procure sufficient radios to meet 
its needs. This would then allow the BLT to take full advantage of 
assigned radio equipment. 

j. Comment. Artillery battery firing positions must be selected 
by the battery commander. In an amphibious operation preliminary site 

selection can be made only by map study. As soon as the general area is e 
considered at least semi-secure, a reconnaissance party should be landed 
to select the specific battery firing position. 

Recommendation. That Amphibious Landing Plans include consideration 
for the early landing of Artillery Reconnaissance Parties. This would 
allow for early selection of artillery firing positions and the orderly 
landing of artillery units. 

k. Comment. The cor for DECKHOUSE V assigned frequencies for the 
Artillery Conduct of Fire and the Battalion and Company Tactical nets 
very close together. This resulted in overlapping signals and the 
interruption of communication on these extremdly vital circuits. 

Recommendation. That in the future assignment of radio frequencies 9 
close attention be paid to the net traff£c~ radio set proximity and 
traffic volume so that interference and interruption do not occur. 

1. Comment. Organic supplies and equipment of the BLT are too vol­
uminous and varied for the type shipping assigned to the ARG/SLF. This 
excess equipment and supplies destroys the selectivity inherent in proper 
combat loading and essential to any amphibious landing. 

Recommendation. That supplies and equipment in excess of the needs 
of the BLT for a particular operation be staged ashore prior to departure 
for the AOA or, andpreferably,an additional ship be assigned to the ARGl 
SLF which could provide follow-on shipping if speed would not allow it 
to keep pace with main force. 

m. Comment. Initial attempts to. provide logistical support directly 
from LPH to the platoons proved unsatisfactory. This system was not re­
sponsive in timeliness nor to th,e needs of the platoon. 

Recommendation 0 That a limited BSA be established ashore, not 
exceeding 2 DOS' for all common use items. That helo resupply be direct 
from BSA to using platoons. This would eleminate three echelons of coord­
ination and result in an overall simplif:lcation of the resupply chain .• 

(l~) SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

"';. '.--

• • SECRET 

o. Comment. Plastic assault boats and motors procurred for use in 
a riverine environment proved to have several draw backs. On three oc­
casions boats were swamped and sank rapidly (two sank in shallow water 
and were : recovereqi tone wasdost) •. i . The .. motors designed for civilian use, 
need modification~ to make them suitable for military use. 

Recommendation. That assault boats be modified to make them 
unsinkable 0 The use of floatation gear is recommended. That the motors 
be modified doing away with the electric starter and necessary battery and 
the key actuated switch be removed and a manual start be installed. That 
a small spare parts bag be affixed to each motor, to include as a minimum 
2 spark plugs~ spark plug wrench~ pliers7L screw driver and shear pins. 

DISTRIBUTION: Special 
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Provisional Artillery Group 
Special Landing Force 

FPO San Francisco 96601 

3l.RLC:dlm 
qer: 
lS January 1967 

~ , 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, Special Landing Force 

Subj: Artillery Support for Deckhouse V, After Action Report 

1. BACKGROUND. Terrain studies clearly indicated a general lack of suit­
able and accessible artillery firing positions throughout the AOA. To 
off-set this restriction and to insure aaequate and continuous artillery 
support, a platoon of LVTH-6 l s was attached to the SLF for this operation. 
An additional artillery battery became available with the-assignment of 
Brigade Force Bravo, VNMe to the SLF task organization. In consideration 
of these additional units and to insure tactical fire control, the artillery 
was task organized into a Provisional Artillery Group. 

2. GENERAL. 

a. TASK ORGANIZATION. 

PROVISIONAL ARTILLERY GROUP 
Artillery Group Headquarters 
Battery DC-) (Rein), 2ndBn. 12th Marines 
l07mm Howtar Battery, 1st En. 12th Marines 
2nd Platoon, 1st Armored Amphibian Co. (LVTH-6's) 
l05mm Howitzer Battery, Vi~namese Marine Brigad~ 

. b. EXECliTION. The sparcity of suita.ble po~ition areas and limited 
access to th4se areas dictateq the following initial assi~nment of missions 
to the elements of the artillery group: 

(1) BATTERY D {-) (REIN) ~ND BN 12TH MARINES 

Direct support of BLT 1/9. 

(2)1 l07MM HOmAR BATTERY (REIN) 1ST BN 12TH MARINES 
'-.' ,~ 

Direct support Co. D 1st Bn., 9th Marines. 

(:3) 2D PLATOON 1ST ARMORED AMPHIBIOUS CO. (LVTH-6) 

Direct support Co. B 1st Bn., 9th Marines. 

/(4) 105 HOWITZER VNMC 
~-

Direct support Brigade Force Bravo (VNMC). 

1 ENCLOSURE (4) 
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On completion of the ship-to-shore movement all artillery reverted to the 

-tactical control of the artillery group. The 105 Howitzer Battery VNMC, 
remained in direct support of Brigade Force Bravo, while the 107mm Howtar 
Battery, 1st Bn. 12 Marines, and the 2d Platooii, 1st Armored Amphibian 
Co.-reverted to general support, reinforcing, for Battery D (-) (Rein) 2d 
Bn.,·12th Marines. ~-

c. CONTROL. Tactical fire direction was maintained, through the 
Fire' Direction Center of Battery D while technical fire direction remain­
ed with the individual firing batteries. 

d. AUGMENTATION. 

(1) ARTlLLERY GROUP HEADQUARTERS. By~tilization of the per­
sonnel and equipment within the Fire Direction Cente:r:_q(~~t,.:t.ery D-,_ 2d 
Bn. 12th Marines the followirig augmentatJ.onwas requ~red; 

. 1 LtCol 0002 
1 Capt 0002 
1 S/Sgt 0848 

(2) 105MM HOW. BATTERY VNMC. Liaison -personnel and equipment 
to provide for tactical control, request for reinforcing fires, and co­
ordination with other supporting arms consisted of the following: 

1 - SSgt 0848 
1 - Cpl 0844 
4 - Cpl/PFC 2531 
.3 - PRC 25 Radios 

C3 ) 2D PLATOON. 1ST ARMORED AMPHIBIAN CO. The individual pla­
toons of the Armored Amphibian Co. have no organic fire direction cap­
ability. To provide this capability the following was provided from 9th 
MAB resources: 

(a) PERSONNEL 

1 - Lt 
2 - SSgtjSgt 
4 - Cpl/Pvt 
4 .... .Cpl/Pvt 
1 - Cpl/Pvt 
1 - Cpl/Pvt 

18 - Cp1/Pvt 

0802 
0848 
0844 
2531 
2511 
2543 
0811 

Experience gained in Deckhouse V indicates that future use of the LVTH-6 
as a part of the SLFwi11 require the following changes in personnel 
augmentation. Reduce the number of 0848' s to one (1), and increase the 
number of 0844's to five (5). Delete the 2511 and 2543, and increase the 
2531 l s to six (6). Reduce the number of 0811 l s from eighteen (18) to 
twelve (12). 
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(b) FIRE DIRECTION EQUIPMENT 

2 - Plotting Boards 361t X 24" 
.2 - Plotting Boards 48" I 48n 

1 - .FDC Chest Complete 
2 - Tressles.for plotting boards 
2 - Chest, latern, Gasoline 
1 - CP tent, complete ' 

For future operations delete the two plotting boards 36" X 24". The re­
maining equipnent is satisfactory as to quantity. 

( c ) COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT 

2 .:. AN7PRC:"'25 mtll -acc-essory pacR:- --.-- ... 
1 - AN/PRC-4l with PP 3700 
2 ... AN/GRA-39 

. 3 - BB 451 
.2 - AN/GRA 6 with H3.3/PT 
2 - ST-138 Backpack 
1 - BC-5 Chest 
2 - H-44 
4 - Boxes BA200 
1 - Box BA386 
5 - Boxes BA30 

The following additions/deletions are recommended for future operations, 
delete the AN/PRC-41 with PP3700. Delete the two AN/PRC-6 1 s with H-33PT 
and replace with two TA-l'~, and add the following itemsN 

1 - AN/PRC 25 
1 - ,DR-8 
2 - RC292 
2 - RA-l 
1 - AN/GRA-39 

e. COMMUNICATIONS. Control of artillery fire was requested and 
coordinated through utilization of the following radio nets.: 

(1) Artillery Command/Fire Direction Net 
(2) Conduct of Fire #1 
(.3) Conduct of Fire #2 
(4) Conduct of Fire #3 
(5). AO Net #1 
(6)AO Net #2 

All request for artill~ry fire for BLT 1/9 units was passed over C of F 
Nets #1 and #2 directed to Artillery Group/Battery D, 2d Bn. 12th Marines. 
On receipt of the mission, assignment of the firing unit was designated 
over the same net, and clearance to fire was granted or denied by FSCC. 
During the period coordination was afloat, all request for clearance 
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was submitted to the SACC ove:r_ the Arty. Co:tlllIlCl.pd/Fire Direction Net. Re­
quest for clearance to fire and reinfQrcingfrre, for Brigade Force 
Bravo (VNMC) was over the Artillery Command/Fire Direction Net, with I 

Itwill adjust II requests over .the conduct of Fi:re #3. Conduct of Fire #') 
was reserved .exclusively for the VNMC. Ae:darObeerver Missions were 
requested over the conduct of fire nets, and then assigned to a Firing 
Battery and switched to the Aerial Observer Nets. Wire communications 
was instal~ed between Battery D, 2d. Bn. 12th Marines and FSCC, as well 
a.s the LVTH-6 Battery. 

3. CONCLUSIONS. The formations of the artillery group was a practical 
way of controlling the tactical fire directionof the artillery units 
af:;lf:;ligned for Deckhouse V. It provided fOr command cQ~trol through one 
Headquarters, and a centraliza.tionof the_19gistiGs~equirements for the 
Organic SLF Artillery Units, thus releiving tp-_e senior artillery battery 
Commander and BLT Staff of these problems. While there was no require-
ment for logistic support of the VNMC Artillery Battery by the Artillery ... 
GI'qUP, t~re may be in future operations, thus~lncrea.sing the desirability ... 
of employment of the art~llery group concept. 

The employment of the LVTH-6 Platoon in the artillery role is. effec­
tive and desirable for operations in this type environment, where suit­
able landing beaches are available, in that it provides for greater flex­
ability of the artillery once ashore. While the platoon was effective 
~nd carried out all assigned missions in an excellent manner, consider- . 
ation should be given to changing theT/O to provide for a more artillery 
oriented organization. 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS. 

a. AUGMENTATION. That the personnel and. equipment listed in Para 
II D above, be utilized for future operations where the formation of an 
artillery group is desired, and the LVT~-6 Plactpon is utilized. 

~.< • ::.';.~. 

b. LVTH-6 PLATOON. A re(lomrnendation be forwarded to FMFPAC to 
modify the Tlo of the LVTH-6 Platoons to make the Platoon Commander __ 
an 0802 vice 1803, and change the Tlo to give it organfc -fIre d.:l.rection 
capability. .-- . -

c. AMMUNITION REQUIR.EMENTS. Ammunition' requj,rements for the LVTH 
Platoon should be based .an that required for a 105mm Howitzer Battery, 
and not for the LVTH Platoon ammunition allowance. The Platoon is uti­
lized as an artillery battery in addition to its initial mission of 
direct fire support to the a:,:;sault waves. 

,.,:". '. Y"" /../." .-:~,,' . 
. -:., .. __ .. J-4""iL .,/..... , . , 

. I. :,'f ... ~.,./ ./" .. 1# ........... t'-··~/ __ 

IL .. L. CHRISTIAN Jr: 
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SECRET~NOFORN 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commandant of' the }larine Corps (Code ";'02D) 
Via: (1) Connnanding General, 9th Narine Amphibious Brigade,. FBI" 

(2) C01'lJT.l9.nding Genera1.9 Fleet }'1arine Force~ Pa<;ii'ic 

Subj: Command Chronology for the period 1 Feliruary - 3 liiarch 1967:1 
ion of 

Ref: (a) 14J0 5750.2 
(b) BrigO 5750.1A 
(0) CG FMFPac msg 26l950Z Ju166 

Encl~ (1) - Command Chronology ~ GLF 
'. ;.. ((2) - Command Chronology ~ BLT 1/4 

"';)''-.:·'t 1i3) -Command Chronology ~ Hl>lM .363 
(4) ... After Action Report J DECK HOUSE VI 

1. In accordance \dth reference (a) through (c)~ the Command %!,I)v, 

the Special Landing Force is submitted as enolosure (1) through (J.I-) 0 

,-: ~ -: ':~~ 

2. . The period was extended through J Mci.r"ch in -ardsr t~ include thee .',[ 
tion of Operation DECK HOUSE VI Phase rro 

~ 
H. D. T,1ORTP.AN 

Colonel» U. 3. ~~rine Corps 
Commanding 

... 
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... E...CL~ Ln.Jil.Jnt~ :::kLl~L 

Ccmmand Cto.ronology 

a. lJesi.!!nation. The ,jpecial L:.l.p..~:in~ Force has the} Tu.sl~ ~cC .1'" 

Ta.sk Gro\,lp 79.5. 

b. Composition. Th~ Specia.l Landine i'JI'ce was composed ilf ~""ll""/f: 

1 FebrQai,'n_~b;1967:,''''''&1P - C(\lonel.H •. D. jWRTHAN 
1 l"ehruary ...; ) March 1967- BLT 1/4 .., LtCo~ J. lJESTERMAN 
l....as.~~b~ 1967 - IrnM ,363 - LtCol K. E. HUNTINGTON 
1-3' Marclfol967 - HMN 363 &. Major l>i. E. DAY 

_ i 

c. Locations. The Special. Landing Force was embarked aboard the :""lph~-
~ bious Ready Group" consisting of of:,he tollowi.ng~ 

,.-.... 

U:3S rHO JUli'. (lPH-2) 
USS V.~CCUVLR (LPD-2) 
us:) THm~illTON (LSD-.28) 
U3S llL\.CIlliNKO (lUJD-l2J) 
USS POINT DlPJ1IIZ ,(I:lD-31) 
USS }!ERRICK (AKA-96) 

1 February - 3 11a.rch 196'7 
1 February - J ~arch 19&7 
'~ Fe'h"lJary- 3 }la.l-'c}, ) q,> 
1.;.,."'&ri---~7 
14-........ 1961 
1...6 February J'jb( 

d. Average honthll Strength. ;Does not include TAD PE;~'S'~lHl}:'~ 

3lF Statt: 
PLT~ 

HMH: 

US:HC Off - 12 USMC Enl ~ .3 0 
USKC otr ~ 67 USHC En1 ~ 1633 
USHC orr - SS"t USMC Enl - 193 

USN ()ff ,~ 0 
lCN O.f'f ~ ? 
:!·~t.; Cft - 1 

e. Con:ma.nding Otficer and Statt. 

Col H. D • 
LtCol J. M. 
LtCol D. R. 
h~l.jor H. B. 
l:Zl.jor ., ~ M. 
lJaje--!' J. H. 
l1a.jor E. H. 
Ga.pt R. A. 
Capt F. E. 
Capt B. s. 
lstLt J. D. 
2dLt D. c. 
2dLt c. G. 

• iOE.THA.N 
L'i.NDRIGtI.N 
BRIMBER 
CROSBY III 
THUIIDER 
BROUJOS 
HI~RICH . 
l\Yi.iRt3 
lllitm.ING 
HCKENNA 
CHAPMAN 
SCHULTZ 
COMER 

- CommandinG Officer 
~ Executive OUit'er 
..:. 3-3 
- Asst 3~3 
- Asst 3-3 
"'" Asst 3~J 
~ S-J+ 
~ CommO 
- Asst CommO 
- Asst S-3/Air Ohserver 
-3<->2 
~ Asst ;:-4 
- Asst 3~J/Air Observer 
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f'. TAD to.the:JLF for Specia~ Operations 

IFeb ... ,3Ma:r67 - Major C w A * DIXON - }lAG 15, SLF 1l.ir OUie.er 
3Feb-2Har67 - IJJajor A. F. THOl'IPSON - EY.o, l/l.3f 1LF Arty Grcup Comar,der 
7Feb-211ar67 - LtCol V. J. PROSS Sr. ~w CO ProvSerBn, Lia:l.son OUice).' 
7 - 2lF'ebG7 - amdr l.:!. H. EATON;. Chaplain, 9thI1A.fJ, Observer 
1 - 2:3Feb67 .... Cmdr I~ •• T. SU1.LIVAN, USN (MC) Surgeon~, 9thl1AB~ Observer 
10Feb-2Mar61 ... Oapt G~ '8. FILES ~ 9thMAB, FDO ~ Pro'fArtyGrp 
JJJFeb-2Mo.r67 .... Col .S. "A_ GALLO, eTG 79.ir, Observer 
1A.Feb-2I~r67- Hajor 13. JORDAN, Task Force X-Ray, Liaison Officer 
14Feb-2M.9.r67'" Lt III. GROTH, U.S. Army, ITT 
l4Feb-jl1ar67- Lt HOA; ARVN" Liaison Officer 
14Feb-::3Nar67- Lt E.,J. DALTON.., 7thY.ar, Liaison Officer 
2.2Feh ... .3~Jar67 .... Capt P. 'HURPHY, USG CANBERRA, TAO 

2. Chronology of' Significant Events During the period 1 February - .3 liarch 1967. 
--============----=--=------_._------_._-

a. The fol1mTing if3a.coJlci36I'e1/~~wofthe activities of the S~cial land­
ing Fol'ce (eTG 79.5'5. -Detailed iilforl'll8.tion of' BLT 174.» Hll}f3b3-is shown 
in the appropriate comrrand chronoloSY$ enclosures (2) and (3). Detailed 
1nfoni~tion on DECK HOUSE VI 1s shown in enclosure (4). 

b, l,,:,15 February l!).67 

(1) 

(2) 

(3 ) 

On 1 Febl't1.El.!'y the USS IWO Jll'lA departed Keelungj Taiwan enroute to 
Subic Bay» R~P. 

On 3 Februal"/ the USS lWO .TlHA arrived in Subic tor reheal'eal of' 
MUDPUPPY III. Major THOMPSON, E:x{)" 1/1:3 repori:,ed aboard f'or. MUD~ 
PUppy III and Operation DECK HOUSE VI. The USS r.vo JUlA departed 
Subic Bay, R.P., for 1-1:indoro and MUDPUPPY III joined by the USS 
THOMASTON and USS ~~ICK. . 

~ '.R ',:·~-_~:"::~,~~Z!L'fm;¥'=k;;i* ,:;jZz1i-.t~~j~~-~.:~.~a~;;;·;,~'::~-::~~t:.:,-·-
On 4 February exercise MUDPUPPY III comenced on Nindor-o. T1IE?:tve­
Armed Forcfls press representative3 arrived aboard for a. two day 
briefing. RAdrn VANNOY and RAdIn BURKE visited eTG 76.5 and. CT(} 79,.5 
aboard the USS TIm JD-::A.. . 

(4) On 6 February Colonel HOHTI-JAN,)' :Major BILOUJOS~ Captain ArLES, CapVd!'l 
HEURING, Lieutenant CHAPMAN ard TO. 76.,) representatives departed 
for DaUang to meet with CGII III 11AF 3 CG lstMarDiv, lsU:!AI'[j and Ta:"k 
Force x ... nay for smoops planning. Exercise HUD PUPPY III completed. 
and all shipping c.eparted for Subic Ba.y, RtP. 

(,5) On 7 Febr1.l,l;,ry the U:33 INO JINA, U3S THONASTON and USS VANCOUVE.R 
a.rrived in Subic BaY3 RfP. LtCol PROSS Jr.~ Pro~.SerBn, emdr EATON~ 
Cmdr SULLIVAN reported aboard for DECK HOUSE VI. 

Enclosure (1) 
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c. 

(6) From 7 through 11 February the SLF co:cducted extensive tra.ining 
ashore. The SLF camp was not utilized due to the short lIin port!· 
period. . 

(7) On $ February the BLT 1/4 ALO conducted a. CASEX with VMA 223 at 
Tabones Range. 

(3) On 10 February CTG 79.5 and CTG 1'b':5 representatives returned 
from' tho initia.l DECK HOUS:;::: VI planning conference. 

(9) On 12 February the USS IWO JDlA, the USS THOi1A3TON.., aai the USS 
VANCOUVBR departed Subic Ba.y.; IL F;, entoute to I CTZ~ fiV1L 

.. ;,~-

On 14 February the ARG/3LF was otf the coast of I CTZ J RVN and 
CTG 79.5 and CTG 76.5 and staff rcipresentatives made final prer::::'.r",·· 
tiQns~f~Qr DECK JIDU3E VI with III l'::"~F J lstlIarDiv ~ lstl.if,.1V and Task 
F-orce _x~il.9.y,,':=Briia.(f~K1Jerit:l~~J; pJ:..'rzqm, GG. 9th ~1a.rine Amphi bi ow;;---'·_-·--· 
Brigade J and Colonel Gb.LLO ~ eTG 79.4 aboara.- ::fb--observe-:-portion-o{ .... -
DECK HOUSE VI •. 

(ll). _ On 15 February D-Day was postponeil due to heavy sea.s and low visi-
- bility f or supporting air. -

16 - 26 February 1967 DECK HOUSE VI phise I. 

(1) On 16 February Qperation DECK HOlJ3E_ VI. cOL'1IDenced 't'lith the landiTl..g 
of BLT 1/4 by he1icoptersa.ID :lllfiing2:~r.at1i~, 

(2) From 16 - 26 February the h.~G/SLF conducted Operation DECK HOUSE 
VI in Quang Ngai Province,.. Southern I CTZ, RVN. 

(J) On 17 :,' al?l'l.l~Y"l':i.ce AdnJiral HY'IJ,..:t-.i'D:> COMSEVENTHFLT ~ ar.d H.ear Adrnira1 
BURKE, eTG 76 vi~itedCTG 75:-5a.nd CTu79. 5'aboaro -r.ne--USS-niO-JIHA.-

(4) 

(5) 

On 19 :i<\:;bruary 1<:r. SILKdOOD j DOD Representative arrived aboard the. 
US3 TIiO JJYJ,. for att~-ol'~~ionna:i~t:="'13riga.dz~nera1 BECK.E!t:> De­
puty CG, 1st ;·cir Cavalry Divisio~and Brigadier General STili::3, CC 
Task Force X-R:;:.:"" visited CTG 79.5 aboard the USS I'JO JD1A. 

~ ~ 

On 20 FebruaI""J Operational ::'ontro1 of the 3LF passed to Task Force 
X-Ray, viaCOH3E,'VE1'THFLT, CG III N.4.F and 'eG 1st lfarDiv (CmrCv-:SNTH­
FLT li1sg 1912102 Fob67 ~ CG III b;"F TIl.ilSg 200l2CZ Feb67 and CI} 1st Ear 
Div ms~ 200748Z Feb67). 0 

(6) On 21 February 'Connna.nd.erEATON~ 9th hAB Chaplain departed for Okina~'/a. 

"0 .. ,.~,,J .. 
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Or. 2.3 Fe'!:~ COl{T";3!;'~CV; C} ",stlarJ)iv am CG Task Force X-Ray 
visited. E:::"T 1/4 as:'-iorc. Co:.';:a.~lder jijL..IV:"Nll 9tht~ Surgeon de­
~~::c·::,s~ for Oki!".a~·la. 

(' en:25 i';:itruar;;' eTG 79.5 ar.J. :reI re;c':t.:::.tj i{~S a.:,tended a planning 
conlE::rence a.t Cl',u Lai for finAl :;l.Q.nning of Ol='.uration DECK HeI:::'" 
VI Eta.s.;; II. LtCol ERON;'.R3 5, co 3/: vi.sited U.i;G 79.5 aboard the 
; ,,;U I, IO JIl-l.'a.. 

(9) 0::.: 26 F~brua.r.r 12LT 1/4 I'/""S backl-,:,l6,ded aboard the iLH.G shipping in 
~ <:~<~~", ..... :,"~)v::'C2"l fer }'}It,,SC :~" 

...... ". 
" , 

(.1 ::;, .'(::::u ... ry l'hase II COll'.!llenCe(~ v·ith the l<a.11dinr:; of TILT 1/4 by 
1.clic0l:t0r and landing craft. 

,,'::':"))': ;:,/ .. ~'i>I'uar"J' - J liJarch the .... ~,~/,~;Li:' (;omuctod opcrac.l.on J.!.£i'l. 
;.:::":.J;_::", 71 Ph<.;.sc II in nOI,th'.::rn C .. :;. .... r.:; lJ[;ai Province, 30uthern 1$ 
( ... 1'-'.- ". ,-' 1· ~ 
v'" ...I j ." \ . .1'~ • 

(:3) C:', 2", ?;}lir1.1~1'~' tile CG, III bAF; CG, T,:;.sk Forco X-Hay a.nd Colonel 
~ ... ()n, C-~, ~llIi ~~VN Division visited. eTG 76.5 and eTG 79.5 aboa.rd 
t:::: L;jj VO Jn1~. 

{4) On 3 l:;;::.rch OIJsration J)i.CK HOUSE VI Pha.se II terminated with the 
rccf1hlrka.L:i.t:m of the 3LF in the :J.~r. assigned shipping. 
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JiElt DQJJ~lfTi1\3 
Special Landing Force (TG 79.,;) 

USS PRDlC'E:TON (LPH-,;) 
P'PO San Francisco 966Ql 

Fnc: COIIII!A:rvi1ng Otticer 

• 
3:JHB:dla 
Sert I1J 17 (~"',""'" ? 
10 Karch 1961 

1'0: C~1ng Geueral" Fleet Marine Force, Seventh Fleet. 

SubJ: Cc:m'bat After Action Report, DECK HOOSE VI 

(1) SLP', Atter Action k:eport, DECK HOUSE VI (21' HMK 363,Attel" Action Report, DICK HOUSE VI 
,(3 BLT 1/4, Att.r. Action Report, DECK HOUSE VI" 
(4 .' Amphibious Objectlve Area everlq 

1.. Enclosure (1) cont&ine the Spec1al Landing Force Atter Action Report. 
for DE.cK HOUSE VI Phase I aDd .' ha •• 11" 

2. Enclosures (2) through (4) aaplit,. enclosure (1). COl1ll\f)nts on &PP~ 
Fiate portions ot aubprdinate f,mi'l;; Alter Action ieporte are contained in 
~:ragr&ph of enclosure (l). 
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£S!N.iAT A:'TER ACTION REPORT? DECK HOUSE ,,~!..1]!E!.l 

1<!ap Reference: Vietnam."AMSL7014, 1:50,OOC Sheets 67JS I am II; 68,s 
UI au:l tv~ . 

1. Vpe!"ation DECK HOUSE VI was a unilateNli,l amPhibia~):B operation utili­

zing w~terborne am. he1oborne-assaUl:trorc~~~ -It. was <:OD1ucted in accor­

danee with ~~-22(')o 

2.. riM~ ('Iper$.tion was divided into two phaMS: Phase I being comucted 

in th6 ~a Huynh Area am Phase II conduct.ed in th~ Due Pho Area.. Both 

areas are located in southern Quang Ngai l'l"ovince ll I C'fZ, RVN (vic BS9221). 

rhase I cOOJt1enced on 16 February 1967 at C930H with the landing of the 

initial he la-lifted &aaault t.rces in Li.. Robin (1339022,54) ani LZ Parrot 

.(~94234J 1I appro.x1ma.tely five miles 1.nl3m" The surl~a.ce assau.lt force$ 

l;mded on Blue Beach (BS92:3213) at l000H~ This pbast:'J was terminated at 

1800H (}n 26 february 1967 II upon the backloading of BLT 1/40 Phase II is 
reponed sep?rat;"ly. .. - - .~. ,~~U _. - ..• ~~-.. --- __ ._-~ __ ~~._""' •• ~, ____ ._ 

Jpaetal Landing Force 
mn.; 363 (Rein) 

net. JI ~"P.O-2 (2 UR-IE) 
Det ~, \,110-6 (2 UH-IE) 
Det • .t l&iK-l64 (2 CH-46A) 

DLT 1/4 
~. rovA.l"t~rv 

(1: ~neral 

ColonelHo D.. WORTMAN 
LtCol Ko K. HUNTINGTON 

LtCo1 J 0 WESTERMlN 
Major Ao 11' .. THOMPSON 

(a) Sa iiuynh is the only point in the I Corps area where & 

branch of the central ma.ssit extem.a to the coastline that is VC controlled. 

This f~ture afforded tsctical advantages and offered protectioa a..d con­

eM1m~nt t~}:r supply routes. A sheltered. barborand. anChorage am several. 

la-Dting 'beaches in the area enhance the attractiveness ot Sa HU11lh as an 

infiltration point. 

(2) Lam.!orms 

(a) Coastal. Plain 

1 KDclosure (l) 
_ L_o::..::. '.6~~~j C#'i~?~llitM~~0100N _____ . _ 
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1: Rugged bills ill the centr~ portion rise abruptly .. 

from the coastal plains with elevatiqns up to 300 meterso .; _ 

2 A. narrow beach, 001 to lo~ kilometers wide J 1s 
located along a major portion ot the coastline, with an average ,livation 
ot ten meters and sand dunes scattered throughout. A large numb,r ot 
hamlets are interspersed throughout thericelaDd and the undersrOWth tor-
est ot the coastal. plains 0 .. . • "',' 

b. in .. Situation 

(1) General. the area ot operation was a 'major rssupJ>l7 &rJi 
rest area f'or the eneDl7, supplying the majority of the salt tor I Corps 
and II Corps~ . Viet Gong forces committed in the Sa Huynh area. :1nclWied 
OM INA JI.a.ln Force Regiment, one VC Loca.l Force Regiment, tive separate 
battalions a~ 'two enemy ccrnpanies.'· ' 

Co Order ot Battle, (Phase I) • 

(1) 7th Bn. 2200 NVA ReP. 3:,<1. NYA. Div e 
:;trepgth: Approx 350 
WAapons: Unknown 
Location: Reported as m~iJl& north on Z1 January 1901 trem 

BS91~~'" . . '.,-, 

(2) ~h Bn. 22M MVA Regt ,rei NY!., D1v 

Strength: 
Weapons: 

APprOX 250 
Uriknown 

Location: Reported. as manng north on 27 January 1967 from 

(3) 

~9104~ . 

lll~ents ot the ltQ9th SaJ)m!r BJl 
• , "I ~ 

strength: Unknown" 
Wellpons: 1 Slmm mortar' 

.' 2 6Qnm mortar 
2 . 57mm recoilless rirIe 
2 ..30Cal. ma.chineguns . 
Unlolow. number,. ot small arms 

d. Enem.l~o~act by ELT" 1& 

(1) On, D-Day ~ the ene~ avoi,ded. largescale contacts, but made 
mens1ve use ot snipers to harass f7iend~ units and tire at heU~<;pterso 
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• 
~~es» explosive devices i and punji stakes were encountered. A road­
block was destroyed 0 During the remainder dI" Phase I, enemy small 
units continued to harass friendly units, usIng small arms lI automatic 
weapons~ surprise firing devices, grerAdes, and, on occasion, satchel 
charges. The BLT destroyed tunnel complexes, assorted small arms am­
munition, bunkers, puji traps, aId storage areas" Supporting arm.s 
were used continuously and effectively by the BL!, -often reeulting 
in secondary explosions. On D plus 10 (JMarch 1967) ~ backloading Was 
conducted with light enemy contact. Total. results during Phase I 
were 204 ene~ killed and 20 detainees were ~ocessed~ resulting in 
1 Ptl/VC capturedQ ,. 

5.. l-'lissiono As directed by C01A'.sEVENTHFLT message ll16l6z February 
1967 (Initiating Directive)" the mission of'~he Landing Force was to 
conduct a search and destroy operation against VC Main and Local For 

",0{. guerrilla units am NVA units in the sa. lfUynh 3alt Flat Area; con­
duct search ~~A.e15~roy operations to the north astride am to the 
east of national Highwayne; be prepared tocontl.nue search ana-deg-;:;-----u--­
troy operations in the Nui Dau area; link up with aM support 1st 

. lJarine Dlvisiorfoperations to the north; am. upon completion or whe:n 
tlth"}l'Wise di.rected execute a tactiCal withdrawaL 

6~ Concept or Operations" Operation DECK HOUSE VI Phase I was a uni­
lateral amphibious operation cor.ducted by the !RG/3lF 9 utilizing both 
waterborne and heloborne assault landings.nuring this phase, Opera-
tion DECK HOUSE VI was separate froI:l j but coD:luct concurrently with . 
Operation DESOTO (3rd Battalion j 7th Marines (Rein)) in the Due Pho ' 
are.l! (BSS1,38) of Quang Ngai Province ~ I CTZ 0 To prevent in/ exfiltra-
tion qf VC/NVA forces in the Sa Huyn.'1 Salt Flat Area, blocking posi-
tions were established inland at major 'routes of egress. Subsequently, 
search a.nd destroy operations were conducted north along the natural 
l1ttoralapproach to -the -Nut Dau lowlanis., This phase wae character-
ized by aggressive small unit movement j muttla."l support am maximum 
utiliZation 6£ slipport;ing arms. To gain tne oovantage or attacking-----­
from the rear and flank~ the 3LF 1I utilizing its inherent mobility, 
reoriented t!!~d~F.~,<?t~!L?,t .!ttack from .k-Iest to Easto From positions 
in the Pie<imont area. searen-a:na"aestroy ope~ations were conauc£ea~-M'--_"~"'---.' 
through the Nui Dau lowlarrls to the seao 

74 Execution 

Ole> Operation DECK HOUSE VI was executed'in accordance with CTG 
79.5 OPLAN 120!=67 and supplemented by a Frag Ordero 

.. I ' 
b" D-Day was tentatively established as 15 February 1967, with 

L ... Hour at 0800 and H-Hour at 0030. Due to row ceUings and limited 
visibility which would hinder helicopter operations and close air 
support.!l D=Day wa.s d~Y:e<!E~ 

:3 
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e. On 16 February 1967 $$lF landed its heloborne assault forces at _ 

09300 and its waterborne assalllt forces at lOOrr~ BT nightfall on D....nay ., 
blocking p(>sition~' };;>.or.i b~en estebli8hed at all routes or egress in the 
objective area and the S;.Y was prepared to comuct delibera.te search am 
destroy operations in its. assigned area at first light on D plus 10 (See 
enclosures (2). through (4) tor details of execution)" 

8. Results 0 See enclosures (2) through (4). 

9. COl!!!!ffl.eru s ~~i.!o Th{~ ana,lysis ,is lililited to those matters at 
the Special. Landing Force levelo BLT and Squadron CommaRierg s ana11"s1e 
19 contained in their respective reportsjI enclosures (2) through (4)~ 

a" Planning 

(1) Planning commenced on 7 February 1967 at III MAF Headquarters 
when CTG 7905 and representatives of CTG 76Q5 were briefed by the G-3 and 
other starr m~bers of III }1AF and bt llarine Division" During t.wo days 
at Task Force X-Hay located at Ghu Lai.!. CTG 19~') and. stat! members con= 
tinned the planping a.m visited the Jrd Ba.ttalionj 7th Marines CP at Nui 
Dmlgo Ii helicopter reconnaissance was flown over the proposed object-ive 
area 0 Thb was followed by a. visit to the 2nd ARVN Division Headquaz1:,ers 
at Quang J.igaio Upon return to III MAF Hecidqu.an;ers»rinalconferenOelS 
\\1061"8 held/) 

(2; During the initial conferenc~6p staft representatives ot III 
HAF proposed a concept of operations invo+ving four phases~ employing the 
jI.F for a. period of' 22 to 30 dayso Since the normal period of emploYment 
for Specia.l Operations is approximately 10 dayslI the concept ot opera.\ions 
was changed a.nd divided into two phases, the length ot the second. depend­
ing on the existence of profitable targetso As finalizedS/ Phase I oa4led 
tor a unilateral., ~phibious landing and search 80M destror operation$ ~n 
the Sa. Huynh area, and Phase II ca.lled tor search am des~roy operi:l.t~<m8 
north ot the Duc Pho/Nui Dang areao'····· 

, .. I 

(:3) During the planning phase., the fonowing steps 'Were aCQ(W';' 
plishoo.o' >, 

. i 

(a.) Maps$) area a.nalysis ~ a.ni enemy oreier ot battle 'Were pro-

(b) Aerial reconnaissance of the AO! and tentative selection 
of HUt s and landing beaches was conducted" ' 

(~) Communication frequencies were assigned am. coordinated, 
which included ~ip~to-shore Orestes for rapid and sec~e transmiss~Qn or 
tactical info~tiono 
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(d) A!'ra:ng€Iil.e~;t5 w,::re completed for the processing ot de-

tainees and disposition of captured. VG,. .. 

(e) Procedures for casualty evacuation of VN casualties am. 
UoS" personnel were f1na.llz'3<L . , " 

(!) Command relationships were discussed in oonsonance with 
NWP-22 (A.) • 

(g) The requirement for logisticat support of the SLF was 
discussed in detail in view of the proposed. exteIXied operationo 

(h) Arrangements for psychological warfa.re operations)) in­
cludillg leaflet drops ani loudspeaker teams, wer~ tentatively planned~ 

,.... 1"' ~ 

(i) The requirement for supplies "for a short-range civio 
aotion progam were discussede' , . 

ljL,~~e.ent5 weremde to obtain a ~ Ngai D;1.otriCt. 
representative to be PhYsically present in SA~~/FSCC dur1Dg the operationo 

(k) l1a1son requirements were discussed. am it was agr~ed 
that the SLF would maintain liaison officers at Task Force X-Ray, DASC, 
am 3rd. BattalioDa 7th Harines 0 • 

(4) ToinsureTiiutua.I~support and precTude inte:rterence during 
the operation, it was agreed that all torces in the AOA. would be respom­
sive to the LFC throughCATF. 

b.. Intelli,&encgu Prior to DECK HOUSE VIlI arrangements were n¥1de for 
maps, area studies, aerial photography» Red Haze, daily intelligence sum­
maries, ITT personnel, and support---ror namling eivilian detainees o 

,. .~ \', 

(1) Area studyaB1 OOB were provided by MACV,-III lOO' 9 Task Force 
X-Ray, 2m ARVN Division G-2 am 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines., COMUSWo.CV 
provided ITT personnel. Aerial photography was provided by the 1st J(AW 0 

Int.elligence sl..UWaries were provided dailY' .trw III MAF, Task Force ~-Ray 
and 1st Field Forces Vietnam., ANO~ Cub~ Point, Polo, and Task Force X-Ray 
provided map requirements ~ . 

. ~ .. 

(2) Previous intelligence iDiicated elements of the 22m NVA. Regi­
ment, 409th Sapper Battalion and unkncMr~"units in the area. Due to'the 
enemy's ability to avoid contact~ remain well hidden am exfiltrate the 
AOA., none of the above units were confirm.e(L 

c" Camnand Rela.tionshi,Es. Operation DECK HOUSE. VI was a unillit-era1 
amphibious operation with command relationships in accordance withNWP-. . 
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22(A). During Phase I, OPCON of the SIiF was passed. to CG III MAF at _ 
200001H February 19670 CG III MAY passed control to 1st Marine Divi- ., 
sion, who in turn passed it to Task Force X~yo Contact between the 
1st Air Cavalry Division to the south and the SLF was by radio com-
munication, which was maintained during Phase I to coordinate troop 
movement am supportin,g fires o The 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, whose 
TAOR was partially 'within the AOA. g was responsive to the SLF Commander, 
with the TAOR designated as a F~. Coordination Line 0 tink:"up points 
were utilized to coordinate tactical maneuvers. 

do Supporting Arms 

(1) To suppOrt the landing am scheme of maneuver asl10re for 
Operation DECK HOUSE VI, control a.m coordination of all supporting 
~8 in the AQA was initially by the Amphibious Task Force Commander. 
The coordination of all supporti~ fires was accomplished in the 
Supporting Arms Coordination Center aboard tbe USS Iwo Jima. uiltil 
passed ashore to the Laming Force Camnander at OOOlH on 20 February 
19670 The Special Landing Force Commamer exercised coordination of 
supporting anns by the establishment of an S1;F Fire Support Coordina­
tion Center which was co-located with the 3rd. Battalion, 7th Marines 
COIlIll1Sn1 Post am in close proximity to the Nlni-DASC at Nui Dang. 
The SLF FSCC was assigned the mission of coordinating !ires tor the 
3rd Battalion, 7th Marines a.nd ELT 1/4 in their assigned areaso All 
artillery was coordinated by the establishment of the Artillery Com­
m.!1I.ul/1ire Direction Net while Naval Gunfire was coordinated. on the 
Naval Gunfire Control/Support Net... Each batt.alion was assigned aD 
Artillery Conduct of Fire Net aId Shore Fire Gontr'ol Spot Net for 
adjustment of fire trom clirect support artillery and. a.ssigned direct 
support ahiplil" A comon TactiCial Air Request Net was established. 
for close air support, and each battalion had ita own Tac~ieal Air 
Control Party Loc&1 Net for internal oontrol and. coordination. No 
major problems existed during this period ani both battalions proved 
to be hishly proficient in fire support coordination matters. 

(2) A. Provisional Artillery Group was formed for Phase I ot 
Operation DECK HOUSE VI to control an.i coordinate the artillery sup­
port of nG!t Battery$ 3rd Batt&lionjl llih Marines ,I in direct support 
ot 1/4; itllt Ba.tterya 3rd Battalion j llt.h Ma.rinesl' in direct support 
ot 3/7; and two 155 Howitzers with lOtVN forces and the lffl Mortar 
Ba;t.tery,j 3rd Batta.lion~ 12th Marines J1 assigned in genera.l support 
or the La.rding ?orce .. 
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(1) toght,i~ support for t,he SLF was ~vided 301el,y from em­
barked suppl1e:f! aboat'd the ARG shipping" iTio,rto commencement. ot DllCK 
HOUSE VISI liaison waa established t,o coordinate p03sible SLP logisti., 
support from in~country sour«:a;;s" All ~upplie3 were delivered directly' 
to units a.shore by helicopter .:from AM shipping" Logist.ic support. of 
the BLT alFJlhfJr'e waS! adequat.e aOO re.l;!ponaive to SLF requirementsc 

(2) Initial evacua:t.ion ot easuaU,iel3, civilian am mU1taryi 
was to the 1PH, Seriou~.ly injured civil.ia.ns were subsequently eva.cua­
ted to ARim ho:spit.al:lll in Qua,ng Ig&1 by helicopter Milit&l7 casualties 
~uir:lng speeialbed attention were eTllcua.ted to the Naval Hospital at 
Di.Nang &i:ii Wel"lS all USM\: KIA" 

f.. £..O!i!MJ:U£..ati2r!! 

(1) The communication requirements for DECK HOOSK VI were quit.. 
exteniSive. In addit.ion to the normal JJID/SlP requirements, it was neces­
sary to pr[~'\ridi:l operat,ol"w and equipmellt from SLF assete to supplement. the 
operatio.n ashor'e" FCl1,n' additional radio op'i:rators and tour 1M radios 
were provided by the 9th Ha;r:ine Amph1biou~ Brigade a.s a.ugmentation tor 
the Providonal Artillery Group which wag ot'g&ni~ed tor this operationo 

(2) The u~ual pt"obleme; were encountered in the iCloordination a.nd 
utilization ot PM f:requenciel:l within tho objective area causing some 
overlap with adja.cent in-co~.!..wrt;,l"1 units am task-orga.nized units.. Four 
channel rad1.o relay wa.s fls;tablished. the eveDing ot D ... Dair am. served 8.S 

the prim!5l,%7 mea.n~ of communications between BL'1' 1/4 .and the SLr Headquar­
ters" On D plu.~ :2 r,adio ;relay WAi!II em"ablished wi,th :3rd Battalion, 7th 
Marines $' linking up the B1T' and, SIt 0 l"h:i,s gave the sur voice capability 
to Ta.sk !i'or~e X-Ray and First :'iarin.e Div4,:s1on., 

(J) Oovered voice ~om.munic:a.tions (h.'Y...g Nl:STOR crypto 818tem) 
was not opera.tional &li!\ pl&ID.ed due t,Q two VR(}...,46 radios becoming non 
operational until D plus 10, 

(4) Repair parts for the AN/FRC....:25 had to be supplied by Ts.sk 
Force X...aa.y 8,3 the LSU did not come equipped vith BparC ps.rta for the 
repair ot AN!PRC-25! $ 0 The parts earried by the 180' are tor the AN/PlW-
10 and AN/f'RC..o, wl">.ich are no longer employed with the BLT/SU<'. 

(.,) During l,he time the I.SU wa~ att,ached to the BLi' they diet 
not r.l3.vllll a Ccmmunication""Electroro.cs repail:' facility e<1tablished aboard 
~ of the thre~ 8hip9< The Cammunication~Ele@tronics test equipment 
consisted of' one LV . ..,?» one URN 48,. one ~:E ... l1U a.rd two incomplete USM-15 
was not ,aaequlll,t,e to proirid6 third ~chelon rep.:lir" 
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go S.l2.'!t@i~lAu,gatmt atioln miJ!!!,nt, 

(1) Al.1gJisntat:i.afl equipm@lnt aSi>ignm to the SLF included 4 UHIE'iS 
(3 armed and. 1 WlilIrmoo) and 2 CU-46 helicopters u The value ot UmE heli­
eopter:s to th~ SLF has been clearly demomlltrated in prior operations am 
was confirm-l!ld during thi!l! operat.ion" Hcwever ll whereas on DECK HOUSE V 
the helicopters were available during traini.ng and planning periods, on 
.D.ECK HOUSE VI they did not arrive until the morning of the operation., 
Prior planning and at ltEla6t a, brief period of orientation are essential. 
for smooth &nd coordimted troop illt~~ and ground support, ~ A mix of 
three armed and one unarmed UHIE helicopters provided e~ellent tl«X1-
bU:ity. The UHIE {unarm~) is! able to ac>compl1:sn eftectively the mis­
aion or <\}.Ol1&lil.r.!d ~l:ld Mntrol~ reconna.i3sance, am TAO. With three armed 
UHIE helicopte:r;:; ~ it was pol:laible to schedule themj) eo as to provide two 
TAC(A) helicoptel"'la on 3t,at,:i.o:t1 at, all times during daylight hours. The 
lift and peai M.oning of t,ne mi.C,~.6,2 radio equiJaent by the Ca-4b helicop-
ter gavli:! the S'u;,' the C!apabil:Lty 8,$hOX'1l!l ot multi"",channel radio re1&y CODl- • 

munication~o Ho'W<!ver;p the SLF beawy U.ft requirement exceeds the capa-
bility or an av"ri1g~ iJl..cou.n:try CH-4.6" There is a valid requirement for 
a. st,rippOO....o.Oill'Tl 're1"~icm of: th<!! CH--46 ora OH""53 to litt downed CH-34 i 8 e 
and artillery piec~5" During t,h<e crit.ical pariod. of baekl.oading the SLF 
from Red Beachb) the o~ration was df.Jlayedfour hours awaiting the arrival 
of a. CH=46 capable ot litt,i.ng a CH'~:34 downed by mechanical difficulty 0 

The laiympathy ot the pop!.Wttion aroUDi Sa. HuJnh was considered 
pro ... iI'(~Q There:fore civic action wa~ limit~d ,in. moat, of the area" Hov­
ever~ a $u~cas!:!ful p.rogram was collducted iEl the villa.ges of Thach Br 
and. Chi Tir'I.lDg where 1438 p~oplil1! were given medit'al ami dental assista.nce .. 
The attitude of' t.he people initially 'lli"a,~ non-committal, but gradua14 
tlu~y a.dopt;1!d & more friendly "tti'tudl'li" e 

10 mch<l)logitl'.al Qp!rationic Troop wlit$ were disciplined. and well- e 
beh&ved c !h~1 :re~pected the rights and properties .of the populace~ Dur-
ing the '<)JP"'3~~'atiiJ,n? a.ppl'oodmat,ely 250;>000 l_tlet15 were released. over a _ 
three.zday pe:rioi",va:ryL'1g fr'om Chi~u Hoi (open arms) to waning of our ,., 
oyenKh~lii:Iing .fir't11[P<::I1!'fe:r (.l A BJU d6ta¢hment Wil61 et!ective4 emplO1ed d.uring 
the ope:ratiCln~ ut;lli~d.nga, loud~peake:r :i!\l~t,_" 
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Vi~t:lJ,am>, AiiS t:;'!!!lr;L~~ 17014,1 Shllet,~ 6738 I ani II; 6838 
II! i?nd' IV,c 

1.. Oper'ation DECK liOUSE VI Pha5e r ,!:;on~lud,oo. with the backloading ot 
:ElL'!' 1/4 on 26 g,'\;:.;Dr'U<'i,r;'J ,at 18Ch'Jh Th1!l 5LF' J under OPCON ot Task Foree 
I.-R~Y:l then ~omm~m:i~d pn..:;tseII,,; p,1~;!J;;]:li6tred for repoIII,it1oning approximate­
ly tWi£illr~ mil~f:$ t,() t,h~ nor-t,n at, Gre~n &acho 

2.. ~ration DECK HC,VSE; VI Pha:s,iCil II 1IIa$ a &earch and dest.roy opera.tion 
by a m!..:tltl=hattf.~li':;n f{)r,'©~ In<oluding t,he SLF!) (!'perating under the OPeOK 
ot T,a,I:!k; FO!"{i*il! X=fi'lj;yGpl'tlrat.iorl, DEacrro hJ:1c.d alr~y (;ommeneed when the 
SU ,joined th~ OPf:l:r'.ti,tioll ,3,:S; f~h,l1t,i'3e n o:f OpeJl:'ation D1iA:K HOUSE VI. 'for­
ces con~;j"!!\t;,~;d ','Yf: t.,*J<c' ARV1J E.att.:!$lion~1I the 51F;1 l~rt# Batta.lion~ 5th Mar­
ineS);, and 3rd B~t,t",i'.\11<i;lni' 7th I'Ll,;r1"ne3 w with comb,.~t ~:ndcombat serVice 
support wrl.ts,,:i'h!e operation ,coimIT,~n~,f!d on D minllJ.; 1 (25 Fsbruaq 1961) 
with mOV~llWlnt ,.;::;;.t: el~ltl!im. t.~ or: AR'J'N and Hartn~ ,i'O.lN,'lCS into bl.ocking posi­
tions" Th~ ,i~l;'e;'f'm'lie]'l'::;ed ope:ratir.ml!1 on D plu~ 1 (27 .'e'bru.ary 1907) 
with the wa'l:,@rb;:;'lrn,-.r l£I.nd.1J1g or C GOOipany s,t Gl"iBttm Beach (BS8124S7) a.t 

0030H.Il follow~ by f.he h~lobol'n® landing ot A and B Companies in LZ 
Bat (BS199A;i;:\4) ,,1!1f1 G:r.'een J3·\illa©h at. 0900fL The area ot operations was 
the Due;: A"1Ci a:rt~H of GluBll'lg lJ&i Pl"o'ifir!'t~;~i' r GTZ. Rtlpublla ot V1etnamo 

3" Ta:!>k {JJ.rg;;i,ni~6i~,! Th~:l t~,t'!·k o.:rgani:tation of the SLF was changed 
only by t,he d6Mt·:$:lrat,iofA of the P,il"ovi8ional Artillery Group upon the 
",onclu~ion ;?It Ph,$Joofil@!, Th~ 'B"d:.t{-I.l:tcit1!1 11th Marines assumed control 
ofall:;].],·t.:l.1.1~;Y·y 3MPf''?rt faK' iJp®E'<l;i!;,iOlrl DEUK HOUSE VI/DESOTO. 

a. 'Th~ objt?ct.:tv,t;, are3 r,;:ompr'iIH;:iiJ; ,*. ~~:~tlon of the Quan Due: Pho Dis­
trict lOCo&.,tcd :Ln th'il 3(}'l.~the:'l:rn pc)'n-tion of QW3iDg Ngai Province" The 
a.rea ia; botm1<0ld. on the north by th«'l (ilil.t'l.fl DlJ,<:j Pho District line~ a.nd oJl 
the W~t.~;;' by Ml~ S;:;;11g Ca1J. :r:i.">ff.';'Z.",; :tlu<nh ot tha area i~ covered with lisht 
shrubs. bu,'lih~itll {}E' lew gr~fi!i'l" Tn$;" a,r':a,~t ,along t~he SOlrl-B; Cau il$ cultivated 
in :ric€! tWiG4& ,,1 yea"!: ,) The:c<!!l are :m<lil,ny ~at,w throughout the area a.nd 
mo~t are Ii$!;;r:,");iltdoo 'by h~dge;;'ow~, 

U) ~>o~sit.iono Th~ en~ units in the obj<e<etive area. <con­
sisted of element,l!! of tW'Q 'lmidiE*ntitied bat;t,a.li,or/.$ (possibly the 19th 
BattCl,lion art! thW$ 93rd Brl-ttalioBl,Jo Thet 5tr~I1gt,h of thebatta110ne 
varie3 1':1:"00'.1 .350 '~'Q 450 men" They WCllriGI a:rr;J;ed wit.h apPl'011..ma.tely 2 to 
:3 75tllill RR" 10 57mm ;2 5'0 Calc Alln (PQsff:tble) and 8.2mm mortars and 
1 HHGo !~.el)Sl/!·i!~d di!(iter1i:d,'4ii~ pOj!j\lf:;.ion:a ~;;;'::Jl:nalsterl. of ~~x.t'~mf}iv~ and well~ 
const:.nJc't,ed t 'i("e:nc:!J<!': ~iarlld. 'bU!flk'9)f~t, 
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• 
C" Enelfll £.Vnt,;a,Cl't'J?z...~m:~ il.b.:, Camlll!lllnc.ing D plu.s 1 and until ter­

mination !J! Eb.a~:~ II ~ small s:l'l.e enel:rIY units employed automatic and 
small arm&! ,t·il"1!l !:r<iJiD 1:::o:r!r.;~aled pi,,~i tiolIU!! on advanci.ng £1"iemly units~ 
During the night, small reln~ probes wer~ made: ~ employing grenades j 
small a.rm~, fire» and 6o.nlll <;1.,00 82>:i!m mo};·i'.a,:r'~" Su:rprise firing devioes 
continuoo tc' bf.l enc:m"l,nt,~r~d" Du:ring PhM~ II ~ 76 enemy were killed 
and 22 det,::l,i:!'Ie,.~~ 1rfetk.'~ tran~iport"d t'Gl Du,:; Fho" 

5.. ~~ism, SLF aim p.'1l"t, o! TMk Fo.r<ct! X-Ray condulCted search am 
de:atroy op;er;:;;;ttOl1;zl ,ijig;i,'i,lnf:rt i$n~ltl;y ,f,oriJ'-JllS in the area, from Ke Due-Due 
PIlo boundary t.o the mm,Xt"h of th~ Song T:r~ Cau River. 

6., Ccm~:;e.pt, of (i1'!>elfc:;U(ln$t" Tht! .;;::on~,l!51pt or oper;lt.iOtl$ called tor the 
raped ti'\)ln:tng Q,f ~-'Jr;:- b;:V heloborne ~:nd waterborne mearus in the nor­
th.em portion 0:[ !t;,h®t ~$:!'lign;>z'd M>E!BI." e~tabli:m_nt of a blocking posi-
tion" and ~;G':Kld~F!t, ,)" 3.00 d<®lih';'ra:~,'Ill search and destroy opera-
tionSL Pri,':!l:' t,c' repo'a,it.icrni,ILg of t.hf,: dU' $ two ARliN B&ttal1ons, • 
1st BG.t,t,aU.G\rt,) .3:r'd R;,;if.;tt~align» 7th l1arines had estab-
lished pQs>:ltl<l!!1f;; t,(,; t,h~ I:lt)rthw~,~~t, w~~t ~m l!!!outh~ to torce the e!¥llmy a 
tow'a.:rd th~ SLF <11"""1" 'Lobl,;;;;«:k a:d."lltl'atiCill:1 from the area~ ~ • 
l'eliancl$ W,H;;, pl1M;'l!';:fi ;::::r1 ;'~iJ,pr!ltyt·tlr)g t'i.:r~::.'!>, Artillery !.ire Bupport wa. 
provided by t.hfc) Ui>trii:t., kk>~ti.t,iel· B~t:~; ¢(:;r.'1 .!iBid 107mm. Mo:rt&:r Batte1'7 of the 
BLT $I with g~m~r'!flhl :t~in1\)rc;ir.g rif'~~ tr(lJ)l artillery units a$~1, ... 
ned to Tallik :r!'.:l;~\":;;</i:! ,J'=J~,ay" 

8" Op:!!':ratt,(tl 
with T.:n.lEk f{'~;[~!";· 

VT rMifi~ n waiSJ eXElcut,ed. in accordance 
()1"l:h~:r H=i:l'1 .\111m $LF Frag Order Numl;:ter l~ 

b,-, 1)=)):;'\7 X"F'jtl11<!"jI,::'!,:;?'6 r'~b:r\~ry' 19670 SLF, having a 
comp16ted th~ Bur' by 18(10H 26 r~bt'uu:r 1907:; was reposi- • 
tionM on D f~i'b;t)u~ty 196'1) by lwing ot C Company across _ 
Green B~iGi.1~l;;; I,yf' ,ft,. C{!'li:~paXJ;1 l~:rn:1;OO. in LZ Bat, at Q90,H@ • 
Thf! fiX';,ri.: ~!;<~J ijl~' ;<f8.·F~ h;!'!~'~'\l f.m.iB.ll 8r%l!Jt tire J! resulting in 
$ Q,r 14 hif,!'.U~;ppt>l!!:r'S" being hit. 'f'h~ r~"'w.aiDl~!" of' A Compa.nt .and ill at e 
H Companywf.>,!'i!!t thenL~1fBrl~d b:;r hlWb lX1 an alt,<!l!;r'nat,e LZ vicinity of Green 
Beach .. tollc'[,;,r~d by' the ID5nrm Howitz<il!:t', E.p.ttet"l Iii.M the 101mm ~lortar Bat-
teryo D C:f)mpa,II~jI' "',&<:t lariid<!l!d andmCf\fro into ~l block:tng poaition in the 
north~l''ri p<;;,rt z·e t fl·'o ;:~t>:}L. By !'i!llil~"':i't, i..he ELT had consolidated 
its position a.I¥'iw<ts p:r~par<ed to c\onduc.t searc:;h and destroy operat1ona o 

c~ By D p11;].:$ 2~ l/lt h'ld {'.om.pleted ope;rati.onfl in doctor Okinawa." 
On D pluE> .3 and 4. the BIT lTI;:"'ij'OO t fa'Ollgh Sectors Guam and Guadaeanal .. 
On D plu:ii 5" backlooli.:Lrr;,g;wEi.f;I, 'i:H:irllpletoo and OPCON or the SIP was pi.8$ed 
to Amphibic;JJts Taslt Fr.)l~'!;e: COlliiIlOi,nd!!,l(r'iI afr, O)lSO,)H ViB,rc:h 1967" (See enc:lo­
:.'HJl'e.~ (2) th.rc~h U+)>> A.J:t,.,.:;:r A(;ti.oE1 Rep«)(rt,;s ot B1T 1/4 ani fnili 363 s> tor 
deta.ilt;!. of t.h:i.'9 !eQ,~~cl.rtl!:)n)c 
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9. COlimaMer'a AnallsisQ Thi8 a.nAlysis is limited to operations dur­
ing DiCK HOUSE VI Phase II. 

&., Plannig, 

(1) .\s operations during Phase I prooeeded~ OTG 79,,5 mailltained 
close am. continuous contact with CG !&sk Foree X-Ray 0 . Daiq statt 
visits were made to Ta95k Force I-Ray CP atNu1 Dang" On 21 'ebruarr 
1967;, at a coDterence of CG Task Force 1:=1&7, CO 7th Marines, &lid C'fG 
790 $ a a. concept was developed and Bubaequent17 approved Lv CG III HAl. 

(2) As the enetq I1tuatio1'l changed, the 5U JllLintained itl 
uniquely responsive posture tor immediate reaction by heloborne .. .a/or 
waterborne :means. 'the friendly dtuation also was a detenu1naDt. 1n 
the planning otaga g sinoe the availability of tive battalions permitted 
the employment of the SU in & bloc1d.n& a.nd search aM destroy mial1cm 
A1Clns the coast.1I other unitl mo'\'«\ Ndvard ~ 

(3) The loe&ticn ot the str l1I110n ,1't10ar, &1r ott1eer, aDd 
1'11'. IUPpon ;oorti1.n&to:r at Talk rorOt X...n&7 CP at lfu.1. Dana tao:LUtattcl 
010'. and l:tt~t1vl coordin&t1o~ and ~ns. 

(4) Talk 'CIrce X ... b.1 frq Orcllr 8..07 ., reo.1ved. .. c1&J ,F101' 
to D~* 11'''1 OnllZ'1 of tb'"~ &~ ,BItT ,.,1.n.1;1\, l&nAtlI ,ua. 
u4 IUpP~ t~, pla ~n'l1nl4 ;u"O'rG 7911' !OPLA»~J_ aJ . 
&lit BL'1' '~&I Or41:f11,iUC ,f" ........ .•• tnt. pma,i.1itecl 1M repe.i. 
tioniq of tbl au vltklna pMtd ~_ h .. ,.,\)',.,¥ .. , 

b. ~11l11In!"t Pr:1w to Phil' II of DICl HOUII VI, a.rr .... m,1 
Wlrl .1 for -p', I.lfill phooc,lrapb7 jJ daily int,Ui,lncI IUJDII!IlJI1 •• , 
ud ourrent Qf'dl,r ot b&ttl,~ ArM ,t\tditl _ OOJ "... prcrddt4 Q' lACY, 
I Corp, G4, lit Karin. Div1lioa Go4, and 31'<1 J3&tt&l1u, ?ttl K&zt1u •• 
Diltrict Headq:wfJ.'ter'lI Quana Ngi.1 Prov:l.nM, proT14ed a bl&oWlt. Kt.pa 
aM photcgr&:phf Wlrt furnilhed by Talk rcrc. X...Jtay. Prn'10UI 1m-lU­
genol 1n41cl.tld. th&t there were elements ot two bati&l1onl 1n the ob~ec­
tivi UN.Q Honvlr fI l!Iutticient intellilenci ft. not 1,1'&1l.ablt to can­
tirm thell unitlo 

c. (] c During Phase II Sit N.lbect~· 
OPCON ot Task Force Yo Talk Forel I~ retained OPCON ot str unt11 
03J.$OCfi lW'ch 1967, when it _~ pallUleel back to 1st HIrlne Division, to 
III l1Al 51 aM then to AmphibiotlS Task lI'0l'0.8 Commamer .. 

do SUPi?9rting Aru 

(1) On 26 February Ta.sk Poree X"'1 assumed operatioual coa­
trol/c~ ()f Oper.'ation DECK HOUSE VI and Operation DESOTO with the 
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establbbment ot he&4'.iquarteX'a at Nut Dang. That headquarters estab ... 
lished ~ Task Force X..a&y "sec t,Q coordinate the tires of the 5LP', 3rd 
Batt&lion~ 7th Marines, lst Battali(lIn, 5th Marines, and. two ARVN B&t­
ta.lionso Upon alf1Jaumpt.ion of coordination by Task Force X-Ray FSCC, 
the SLF FSCe was established on the USB Ive Jima., utilizina :t'acilit~ea 
in SlOe tor tire coordination of SLP' units 0 Task Force I-ia)" 1'SOO 
established cammun1ca.t,ioM on the Artillery Comma.nc1$ Artillery 'ire 
Direction &nd the Artillery Condul3t of rire Nets with each supporting 
batter,r 0 The WlF ContN1/sup~ Net and three Shore Fire Control 3pot 
Nets were act.i?ated tor coordi.nation of naTal gunfire. Taetiea.l Air 
hquest lets and Tactieal Air Control Party local nets were activated 
tor' the coordinat.ion of air support. Control ot air support was re­
tained and accomplished in the previously established Mln1-DASC 0 

(2) The ProviftioMl Artiller,y Group was deactivated during 
Phase II of Operation DECK HOOSI VI upon the assumption of control' 07 • 
the 3rd Batta.llon~ lith Marines of a.ll arlille17 units under the com-
man;i ot Talik Force X-by ~ Thi$ alswnption of control proved to b. 
essential for effective tire direction control and all~ ot rein- ~ 
forcing artillery 6Upport~ . ,., 

(1) OPOru> 2,..67 i~$ued by 'l'a!!K rQ.;rce 1...&1' ta.sked FLSG BRAVO 
respon$ibility tor operating an LSA in Due Pho to provide log1'~ioal 
'aupport to the au during th.e DlIl'CK HOUS VI P4a,. I:I: opttf'atiQn" 

(2) L1&1~on wa~ eencluc:tel'i with the L& Oommll.M.fr aM proc, ... 
dure!li wef'e tQ1'mulAtfd tor drallb, lIupplie#5 troa th, W0 B7 prior 
agr*"ment$ Cl£t&1i V OPRES ani MCl rationS! ~nded. d1:.U'bg OporatioA DICK 
HOO8~ VI PbIll,t I wer" r~oMt.d.:tut~ on AlW shipe trQII. lupplha l.Qtltt4 
QP, th. I:$'!' 9! \l'ing direc.t support helicopter" of tho Btl ~. aeeu,ppb' re"" 
qy,1r'_,~t,' 4ur.tnj: ~~e II weI''' obtaJ.lled~ witb mlJlQt' etx:cept1ons$ :elM! 
tht t&\ 1I1;Dl.I.C FhG. Wattf',n "AIIJ rati0J'.1.j$ and t.he ~Qt,t' .. Punt ot :!'07Q 
~JJJ~~. ft;l:'e provided to liLT. 1/4 t~!J1II' '. ~.;r"iUt.'t 
",,~, WJf" 

(3) fo\ll'" VIi-34! S WCllrt au1gned daily t?OI:Il. t.h~ HMM Sq~Qn ,6,3 
to Ts"k ,~C, l~y tor _ical ,.vacuat1on an4,:lif48't,i_1J1~UJfl1. . ... ==:"'='. , ~~ .. ~.~*,':~t:t=_U~=t 'i*; :'wi;.:·,·~"j"I·:' , , • 
cat_at 'Cb.U,' IUd. 'DlNqg" In $UPPof't ofthi.l supply line) AJ/G IhiP' 
(LPH a.ui LPD) were UiSe<!. ;;U'4 alterl'la.te rofuoUna station, bl {I,.;lre:r&tt -
l'Qtat1;pg suppli", to a,rG from. .LSAQ In add1~1on~ bulk fuel podl were 
tilled trom uastl ot AiG Shipa and transpo1'!ted, mcr.na.l.,q by OH--46'.!II 
to the L,'1!" The:se pods were v:Ual. in maintaining l$utt1eiont quantiti •• 
of AVGAS to eMble the hel.o refueling' dispensing systems to opera.te with­
in th4!§ LS}.Q 

12 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (1) 

SEm-N010RN 

e 
e 
e 

ioI'. .Ii . 



DECLASSIFIED , 

• 
(4) P,rior t.) ©o.eMlll'lGt'lm.ent of D~&1 and. a.~ 3. result or da.1lw:~es 

sust.unoo dl.1J"ing Operation DECK HOUSE VI Pha5~ I.l1 2LVT!IS, 1 tank ~;W.3 
a.m J ONI'i:..iS. reqUll"ing 3ro, am ift.h, echelon mai!rtamance, were deli,ve:red 
to the f~P of fL..~ BR..4.VO~ Ghu LRi~ for emergency r~paif'ae WithiA 8. 48 
hour period.~ the v~h.icle~ con;r;;e:rnoo were either replaced trom the main­
temnClte ~, or restored tc .full o~:ratior_l :rea.dinesJil> am returned 
to the sfF ira MAe t,o pa,n.:i.dpliltla! in fb&8tl II of DECK HOUSE',VI" This 
demoR:etrat,e:s the ~uppo!'t,,, ©ooperatir.ID and. ~emce provided 
to the :;,.,U' by tho/.:'l<'lb"G ~~" .... '" .... 

(5) logi$ti~.&l sUPP='I"t of foreee &!$hore durin& DECK HOUSE VI 
was unique i.n one respect $ OBfJ hot, meal a, day R~ prepared and tra.ns­
port9d by helicopters to tnl!!J ELi' < AUhough thb :service placed a heaV1 
demand on the logi9t.i cal 31I!jt:EiJrl", t.he r('!s'I.1lt irlg high morale ot troops 
justi.f.ied the ~tfO'ri, c. 

(6} Th<e LPH wa~ de::llignat;;:,d ae! t,ne Casualty Evacuation Control 
Ship~ A~U ca2ualtie$ of [elr 1/4 w,e.re eva{ju,ated by helicopters directly 
to the LPH tor initial medi;,;:;al tX'I'):atment and tnrt,her eva.cuation to 
DaNang if ri~qu.iTe(L, Re~POEl5:i.b.ili.ty i'ol!" casualt.y reporting WA$ exercised 
by the ;,~Lf" No :signLfi<eant, problem.s were en~ollntei"ed" 

t. 

(1) Phase II '\lIas a llulti=OO;ttalion operation requiring cOlDlltUd­
cati.on! to Task F'or<Cie J:",Itay;< as well a~ l,g,terally with other Marine 
unit:s" Comrmmi1!i:l.tion."ll w'e.ir";< on e,n a$~t'equili:"ed basb wit,h AlliN units par­
: .. l.,.;lPltting in th€ Gp.nl\<at.ioTL, 

(2) In addition t,o tJlvt;$!& circ;'\"dtsr imi'fJated for Phase I.-t.he 
SLF beca,~ a ~tat,ton on 7th ]i:al'ine~ 1:,1'" TAG #1 tfM) and u'.l,ed 7th }farines 
IF TA.G #2 ,) for adllw~/O"~r~B'l~d t~:r.;\ffi~" During all periods of opera-
tion! t,h4S dLF ~oo. Bt! Ii1+. mai~t.ain~i t~e c:a,pabiUty to enter a.ny net 
requU"ed to coord:t:uk1te, ",';:}O~;r8te w:tth J,,~t &d.tal.lon~ 5th Marines; 3rd 
Battalion" 7t,h lw.,dne~; ~"nd t,hi~ AN.VN Battalion, ~ 

(3) Ki:n(!J:f! pI'oblem;~ ~ile)('4S tlxpe:de.ltllJed with frequencY' int.erference ~ 
Shipboard oper'atL:n$ were hind>@red~ t1:ll & degl"ee~; not, by treqllenc1' inter­
ference;;; bu:":. by thlB nea.r' pR'OY.iH'J..ty or a.ntennas and the m.utual interfer­
ence s::lreated by r'ad.ia.t1o~i pa.ttern C)"'l,er lap., This was corrected somewhat 
by swit~hing; AN/VRC-4,/;) equipm.E!n"ts to low pover" By going to l.ow power, 
signal It,rength and readability went· flfmtl ttLQud a.nd cleU'tt to~ium 
and clear"at This pl'oblero was not expeloi~nced dU1'1ng Phase III but SLF 
comm1Jnic;ation1ll were iu!Cr1!!la8ro by t.hre'l It'.iet~ during Pha51~ II" 
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(4) Radi~ R<\!l!lay wa@ l:imit,e;i by the l"a.pidit;r of movement to 

OM iN/GRO""lO",",N/MRG=62 ;:d.ll:'cu.;it, f:rca th~ S11 CP aboard the LPH to the 

B1T OP ~shoA"e" On'l~f! establl!hu'1d,," t;,hb ~i:rCtuit provided excellent 

means, for SI'l'BP;jl .3]?O'rnp~ ~m !Jt,beS" str /Bt1' t1'"af'ri~" 

(,.) Ae;s;igment, o.t' rMfr"~lqu~n,c:t<!!!$ ,continues to be critical. 

Becaue:e ot the l!.X'ge nu.'11b~r of' .wquipn>l!!lntlS' used aboard. ship and the 

~.·.].lIf· .. 

lack of Duit&l:Jl~ ant,43n~ ai.tins:, t h~.rfj is an inCll"UI'§M d.mand for atriet 

operclli!,tor t,raining; am f;:l~i'I@ <eirq::uit d,il/!!~1plin*o During this phase lOr 
the op~ration:il evmmWli~a:Hon equ:Lpni!H'llt assigned t.o the SLP va,s commit1;e4 

100% with no b&<;k.",-,up" 

(6) Finlil1y" ~~Ulucat-ion~, prcTed high~ aatbfacto.ry ani 

fully ~apable of ~llppoi:'ti.ng th~ ~~~helme ot Ir£ueuvel" jJ both a.float and 

during oplnl"atioXlil £!!ihore,o ' 

go f~ch2J::ogis.a,l Wlr"a:~~~:, Ta.sk FOl'CIf X..-.&ty pr'oTided leaflet • 

drop~ and loudspeaker br'oadc:ast!J!oDu.f'.ing Phal%e II, over SOO~OOO leaf ... 

lets wer~ d,roppoo in th~ '@:nt.if'~are,~ of opt:r>l.tious, ~ubstantu.l :numbers -

of which tl.!!illl in t,rre alP' aru,) Lcuda:p8litkf$:!:" broadcasts from Ol-E's wer. A 

madE! 011 an .s!\ver:o'ige of one hout' pel" dar during Pha:se II 0 The SLr 00.- ,. 

tinued to employ 'the BJU deta01~nt, in .s!\~~i~tlng in the Mndling ot 
over 1l1(iOOciviJ.ian~ in th'li a;.:re~" 

10" TkHID r"llw:ilr,g !,;~'!i!nt,£:i, ©n m:r 1/4 Att@!Jl' Acticm. altport ue included.: 

I ,. 1~ i~," '1...' tt.. p.... ... t"'~·t ._..1 

a o • n ~lt;Rg'l:"~f;.I:~ "",l 'ill\\,";;J 1~"jJi' f"'~'i!l •• ~'por~" ~'ta!wflil! '1_ CO"l1el"'Q>-' opera-

tion on th,l Sha:r@ Par·~",.1' c.O'ntr,",1/1'~'!.:: .. t,,);g 'N~, :bt :not !<JB;atsible until 11-8 

equipm>®nt, iw iI;w.aiuhl~ t,.'Th thiill Sh<w:r'~ P~,I"'ty Unit, c Th~ 't,w~ MRC~l09~ & and 

tlu'4ille K!,,,,,gQ l'1! &l~f,1.ii,nt~bl~ t,o tb"f)o BL1' i11"'!l!\ u>1i}t"mall:r C'-.!t~bl" (!If permitting a 

covered "p~r~ti'V;D. on th~ s,h-CI'l"''!!!: P<lrty 0.Q~t,.:rCil/1"a<1.:i,"'Log Net j) particula:rly 

when t,h,t® Bl/R' Gf' ~1!Jrl Party ~l"" a!ffi ©lOl1ll;S a$ thf:l1 welrilll em this 

b., In. ~g:r'i.ph 11 f',) thilll R~p.Ql't !mt!'lron~ou~11 nt!fr~ t,o the LPH as 

& h~j~pit.s!\l "hi,];> "!i[!;# OA!t!!l!l'l;~lt:w' B&MJ.~~i:pJj>~ ~t<l!.'\wl Shipo 

~~ k;.;li,;t'~.{?;,r'~\ph Ll 1" ·Mh'll\.&V':tr1; ~at!I',l3Ithi.ttttbe d<l!\tinitivlJ 

trea;t,!II~mt~rr;:i;';;iti1ia!l Woilt.~tm;J$,VVM to comFomis,e the poten-

tiL:;),l <!i:~r€ a-wa;;%,l.u:.l.e rcl,frl!!!1;il1t&X7:j;)a~'i4£Uil'i$o II! Tbi~ !eould nner happen. 

At no t:im$ did t!,,~,~t;m~nt,of@,t;'W,i~e4lu!l'udti.iII\ ,&~tuaJJ.J" 01" potent.ial.ly 

int~1"!erlf! with «i.r;l,.1·~ of' USMC piS:~·5(;i%1i.."""::'1L Whtln Ma:!rin~ {1!3.5u&lties increased, 

ci'lfilb,n ©a$mlti~~ W~f'l:' tak':!l'H to Ttt~t.rJrullfJ:fie .ed1~al tac:i11tieso 
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?~'? 1r~~io~1~' 
d.. In the same par&gra.ph~ the Report describes the MediCal/Dent-a 1 

Ci.vic. Action Program (MEOC,AP) as unsuccew&ful" The reasons given are 
illogieal and show a hoI< of' app:n:06ciatlon or the rationale of t~ 
gram. A cOPY' of BrigadQlOrdero 5710~2A on Civic Action was provided to 
the BLT.. It IlItatcs the purpot8!!:1",,,,,l.t to win the favorable a.ttitude of the 
inhabitants".......and establish!!!!llI the responsibility of the SLF to conduct 
Ifcivic action project~ ths:t are keyed to short duration/high impact 
type progr-aml,;.,1t The stat,ement, that badly needed medical personnel were 
rp.:quj.1r."~d to J,.",'Nlve the LFH i,:m completely untounded~ The Program never 
contlicted with operations; and personnel ueually volunteer to help the 
people ~ The limited scope of treatment is realistic because of the 
li.'!!it.ed period or opera-tions ani b better than no treatment at alL 
In addition .. th<IJ hwnan~ tr'eat,ment ot the populace ma.y result in intelli­
ge:nc~ that may save the li,fe ot a, Marin~" 

e. In paragt"'aph l:3a,~ the Report suggests t.hat the exposuf'e of' 
sr.:ip~ near the landing beach may have caused the withdrawal ot en~ 
forr.;e;'l" Ships approMh to tire C'.t m.lmerous points along the lit.toral 
OJ; Vi<!tn:i),w,,, It is improbable that the enemy would withdraw his forces 
'~~r<El"Y t,im~' ,9, ~hip appe:kred oi'tl1horfJ!. 

t, In }:7aragr~,ph 5 d, the Repo.rt, states that. the primary problem 
in n.wal gunfire support was one of <!ommunication8 and utilization at 
t,ne A!~/fRC~47 an:!. was caused by an1nadequate number of !3B451 ootterie$ 
<1.nd P~I'goM~l errors in getting the bat,t.erie8 to and from the LPH for 
I'®t'lharging and, use in the field" The AN/rRC~7 radio was used exten­
!3i1!e1y ,cnth~ Naval Gr!Jrl,fir'e/Su.pport Net and in no wa.y hindered naval 
gun.firiBi Impport f' 'rh~ AN/PRC, ... ,z; :rad,ic was Ui:leO. on the Naval Gunfire Spot 
!Jet fj2 and proved to be completely adeqWJl,te", The T.IE tor 8. Shore Fire 
C:lJntl~ol Party ,aut"ho:rizes a Battery Cha!"ger at the liaison team for re­
~hl:~rgi:ng the batte!"ief» [O!" the AN/PRG...J",1" The BLT was not required to 
f.laintdn ,;1 gu.a.:lI."d on the lV'ailal Gunfire Control/Support Net£t but _~ 1''8'"'' 
qui:r~ t,1) hI\!! prepared to employ t,hf.l AN/PRGm41 ra,dlo on Spot Net #1 in 
tfhe !f:)V'e'!1t Spot, N~,t, #2 (ANjPRC,m25) pf'om ,to be inruiequate" 

g., In p~lragr'aph 11 d,? t.he Raport states that Sav,....a.-planes were not 
i~,t,u<ed, e:.xpilCditicnls1y and that. different format,j$ delayed clearance ~ It 
r~commeJ1'i;d~ !idya,:rk«::~ liaison with ~.ll C~ndl."hi Page E 311 paragraph h of 
eTG 79.5 CPlAN 120A-67 3t,at,es~ *I£ the landing force CHOPS to an in, .. 
(l;}'W1.t.l:7 fC!:":i:t1;S ~ .fil"l;;' support coordination will be in accordance with the 
est,,a,bll,llih<!d in-c;ount,ry fire support coordination organiutiono It Dur.ing 
Phase I cf the o~:ration .. coordination W&I3 established with the BLT air 
officer·, a.rlillery off'ice:r1 na.val gunfire otticel'$1 and. appropriate me ... 
b~:ra of SACG and the SLY !,i'SeC ~ No problems were encountered with Sav­
a-p1£l"ne£f in Pha.!!~ I" Dudng :Phi.~ II of the operationjl Task Force LoRa,. 
a8~umed coordination respo:Mibi1.ities ot all supporting anns and initiAted 
all S~v.....a.-p1anes, The FSCC did use a. 5tandArd format.. No ohangel in 
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format to that previousl1' U8ed ware required. DelaT in issuing Sav-a.­
planes was often caused by the BLT, which frequently failed to send the 
proper coordinates and. the times ot commencement and cessation ot fir-
ingo 

h. In paragraph 14 e, the Report implies thAt adequate h7drographic 
intelligenoe was not provided. All bydrograph1e intelligence produced 
tor the area ot operation was available to the BLT and was adequa.te. 

i. In paragraph 14 h, the Report recGlllllll.en<is that future SLF opera­
tions consider the use of two Tae-Log Groups. Do not concur. The Ship­
to-shore movement is best monitored and. controlled. bJ' & sinsle Tae-Log 
Group trom the LPH., In addition, do not eoncUl" in ELT proposal. that • 
the SLF should provide personnel to coordinate Tae-Log. The Tlo of the 
SLF statt does not provide sufficient personnel to tumish Tae-Log Group A 
representatives. Difficulty encountered by Tac-Log during the operation .. 
did not result frOlU la.ck of stat! personnel but from a lack of adequate 
radio opera.tors. Only two radio operatOl"B were provided. by the BLT to 
man three radio nets (ELf AdJJdn Net I ELf Tactical Net, and Shore Part;r 
Control/Tae-Log Net). 
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