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HEADQUARTERS . 
Special Larlding Forcea~avo ... ~. 

USB PRINCETON (LPH-5) ". 
FPO San Francisco 96601 

From: Commanding Officer 
To~ Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A02D) 

#00 124·93 

3~CGC:dlm 
57,0 
Ber: 0012-67 
15 April .1967 

Via; (1) Commarw.ng General; 9th Marine Amphibious Briga.de, FMF 
(2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Foroe, Paoifio 

3ubj: Command Chronology for the period 4 Mardh ,- 3 April 1967 II submis­
sion of 

Ref: 

Enol: 

(a) MCO 57;0.2 
(b) BrigO 57500 lA 
(c) CG FMFPac msg 26,1950Z Jul66 

(1)· Command Chronology t SLF 
(2) c' COllllllAnd Chronology .I BLl' 1/4 .', .,< 

(3) . Command Chronology .;. HMM 363 
(4) ~Atter Action Report, BEACON HILL I 

1. In accordance with reterencel (a.) through (0)" the Command Chronology 
for the Special Landing Force is submitted as enclosures (1) through (4)0 

/M 
.. D~ WORTMAN 

Colonel, U .. 51) Mar:i.ne Corps 
C O11J1.!\8.nding 
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SPECIAL LANDING FORCE 
Command Chronology 

I. Organization. Data 

a. Designation" The Spec.ial Landing Force has the Task Designa­
tion of Task Group 79056 

b. Compositiono The Special Landing Force was composed as follows: 
, 

4 March - :3 April 1967 - SLF "'" Colonel H~ D. WORTMAN 
4 March ... , 28 March 1967 - BLT 1/4 - LtOo1 J. WESTERMAN 

29 M.a.:t-ch - 1 April 1967 ~ BLT 1./4 - LtCol T" J. WILLIS 
4 :f.1Arah - :3 April 1967 - HMM 36,:3 - Major M. Eo DAY 

Co Loca.tion!!. The Special Landing Force was embarked a.board the 
Amphibious Ready Group, consisting of the following: 

USS INO JIMA (LPH-2) 
USB VANCOUVER (LPD-2) 
USB THOMASTON (LSD-28) 
USS PRINC11'TON (LPH ... ;) 
USS OGDEN (LPn,,,,,,) 
USS MONTIOELLO (LSD ... 35) 

4-5 M9.rch 1967 
4-; March 1967 
4-5 March 1967 
5Mar",,:3Apr 1967 
5Mlil"-:3Apr 1967 
;Mar·5:3Apr 1967 

d. ' Average Monthly Strengt·h. (Does not include TAD Personnel) 

81F Staff: USMC Otf - }!,9 USMC En1 - 28 US1~ Oft - 0 USN En1 .. 0 
BLT: USMC Off -e7 USMC En1 - 1558 USN Off - 8 USN Enl - 90 
HMM: USMC Off - 54 USMO En! "" 181 USN Off - 1 USN Enl .. .3 

e. CopIn!ndiM Offioer and statf e (Does not. include TAD Personnel) 

001·\ H. D .. WORTMAN - Comma.nd.ing Officer 
LtOol J .. 11 .. LANDRIGAN .., Exec:utive Officer (4-25Mar67) 
LtOo1 Do R.:Blm!MER - 8-3 
Major H. B. CROSBY III - Alst 5-.3 (4-l5Ma.r67) 
Major J. H. BROUJOS - ~ " , 
Major W. M. THUF.BER - Aset 5 ... :3 
l<1a.jor E. W. HERICH .. s....4 
C&pt !t .. A. AlERS - CommO (4-15Mal'67) 
C&pt F. Eo HEURING - Aist comma (4 ... 1,Ma1'67) 

- CommO (16v.ar ... 3A.pr67) 
lstLt J.. D.. CHA.PMAN - Aest S ... 2 
2dLt C. G. GOMER ... Air Observer/Alst 5 ... 3 
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f" TAD to ~,_SLF for Sgs£ia1 QQcrations, 

15Har-:3Ap:r6? ,- Major D. J" MUELLER~ 9t~h HI\B9 SLF Air Offioer 
15t<1ar,.2314ar67- Major VJ o Do B:li}rTOli~ S-2, TG 79 .. 4, Observer 
151>faI'<><>2.3J1J:l,r67- Majo.r R. li. EDvlARDS, B-3!.» TG 79.4, Observer 
J..IMa.r-23l-fa,r67- Capt Ii'. Do KELLY$ CommO, TG 79.4:; Observer 
19M.'ar··,23Mar67- 11ajor R. M. BROWNE IIr.~ B~49 TG 79.4» Observer 
22Mar-2,4,Mar67- Lt,Gol W. L. SMITH, Asst G=3 .. 9th l'!IAB, Observer 
22lvl'ar-2.4Ma.r6T- LtCol L. A 0 GUEB.iI CEO.9 9t,hMAB 3 Ob:server 
191<1ar=2,3Mar6?- SSgt ~'l. VAUGIIN.ll CASHepNCO, TG 79 .. 49 Observer 
19Mar·~22Mar67~ J.la.jor J'e P. PERLOW USA, LNO ... Gio Linh Subseator 

2" ,Ghr'2.llo1ogy of _21,g:ngicant E!Wt,s _Q!dr.!mU:.he _BF.!od"1a.t::l~ 

a. The following is a concise ref,i,ew of theactiv:it.ies ot the Spe­
cial Landing Force (eTG 7905) <> Detailed ,informati,on of ELT 1/4 and HMM 
36:3 is shown in the approp:r'iate command chronology, enclosures (2) and 
(3 )" Detailed inf'ormation on BEAGON HILL I is shown in enclosure (~. 

b" !±..: I;; lW'ch 1961 

(1) On 4 }lfarc;h the ARG/SLF was enrout,e to Subic: Bay, R.P. fI .trom e 
HVN. ; 

(2) On 5 March the ARG/3LF s,l':d'lred in Subic Bab R .. P. and TG 
79.5 embarked aboard the USS PRn~GETON (LPHm 5)" BLl' 1/4 occupied the 
SLF camp ashore o 

(3) From 5 throuf.)l 15 Harcill the SLF 0onduote4 ext..;.ensi,ve train- ~ 
ing ashore, ut,.iUzing t,he SLF campo ., 

(4) On {;. Barch Colonel 11.MEfUNE, Chi,~.f ot St,a.ff,l> 9th 14J\,B visited 
GTG '1905 aboard t.he USS pnrNCETON. 

(5) li'rom 8 through 10 Na;!:'ch eTG 'l9.5in saigon for briefing of 
American Newspaper Study Mission. 

(6) On 15 1>1'.&1"oh BLT 1/4, embarked aboard the AnG shipping con­
Sisting 0;1; the US;:; PlUNOET{JN)l use OGDEN and USB MONTICELLO. CTG 79,,5 
and representa:tivEle o:f 'rG 79o,) s.nd 'l'G 76 0 5 departed fo,t" III MI!,F tor 
Narch SPEGOPS plann:1.ngo ~1a..Jo:rEt BENTON,) EDWluIDS and MUELLER trom the 0.. ll'f' £' OT" ""9 Ji~ t d "b _...1 i:)'..,aJ. 0, lr ( ~'" l"epor,e a oa:f.'-l,. 
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(1) On 16 March t,he ARG/tlLF Goniuct,ed a rehearsal landing at 
::lubie BaYJl ReP" The USS P1UNCETONjl uss mDEN and USS MONl'ICEI.J1) de­
parted ;3ubic Bay enrou:ee to I CTZ.9 RVNo 

(2) On 1'1 :Ma.rch the ARG/SLF a:r.'t:'ived I CTZ:. RVN a.nd CTG 7905 
and r'=presentativ9S returned to the UBS PRINCE,!'ON" 

(3) On 18 March the SLF made final p:repa;:ration~ fa!:' Operat,;ion 
BEACON HILL I ~ 

(4.) On 19 Ma:r'~.h D,~,n.ay was postponed. due to low visibilit.y pro­
b:1bit..ing air operat.ions. Hea.r Admiral BUm::g visited eTG 76.5 and CTG 
7905 aboard the USB PRINGETON~ Najor BIl.OWlfg~ Su.4" 79 .. 4 and Captain 
KELLY" Comm:UIJic:ation.$ Ottic;er., 79.4 report.ed aboard for £'1 ve days TAD. 

(1) On 20 March Operation BEACON HILL 1 icommenced with the land­
ing of BLT 1/4 by helicopter and landing Cl''ii!.t't 0 

(2) From. 20 lJI..ar'ch ~, 1 April the ARG/SLIr conducted Operation BEA­
CON HILL I i.n QUrs.:r.g Tl':i P.Nvinc:e.\i Northern I C'['Z.~ RVN~ 

(3) On 21 Mareh operationa,l eon+.rol of t~he sr.,p less arl,iller'Y 
units passed ,to CG3 3d Marine D:br.is,ion via CO"" III MAP (OTG 76~5 mag 
210625Z VlAr67 an:!, 00» In MA.P meg 211352Z Mar67) 0 OPCON arlillery units 
passed to co.~ 12th Marines by CG .3d Nar,lne Divis:ion msg 210908Z !<Iar67 " 

(.4,) On 22 1'Ii8.r.:::h Lieutenant. Colonel SMITH and Li,eutenant Colonel 
GUBE from 9th l-:iAB report,ed aboard" 

(5) On 23 HaJ"ch~ representat,iV'Els trom TG 79.4, complet.ed 'l'AD and. 
departed for Okinawa. 

(6) On;;=4 March~ Brigad.ier General METZGER a.nd TF 79 represen­
tatives visited CTG 76»5 and eTG 79~5 aboard the USS PRINCETON and BLT 
1/li' ashore o 

(7) ,. On 26 tlarch operation4, (;orrLrol of' BLT 1/4 passed to GO, 3d 
Mar.ines by alt. 3d Marine D.iyision (Forward) msg 260211Z :MB.r67. Operational 
control of the art.illery units remained with CO» 12th Mar:ines c 
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(S) On 1 April 3LP CHOPPlm to CATF by CG III MAF mag 310940Z 
Mar67 at which time JI CTG 76.5 with prior concurrence of GOMSEVENTHI<'LT, 
terminated BEACON HILL L eTG 790.5 directed BLT 1/4 to report opera.~ 
tional control to OG III M.AF., command less operation control t,Q CG, 3d 
Marine DivisionG 

e" ~-12~Z 

(1) On 2 A_I the ARG/SLF departed Dong Ha enroute to Da. Nang 
I CTZ, RVN. 

(2) On:3 April fIMt.l 363 was oftloaded at Da. Nang and at 1200H 
reported to CG, 1st MAli. Embarked HMM 164. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) 

USS PIllNCB'TON (LPH-;) 
FPC San Francisco 96601 

From: Commanding Officer 

3:JHB:dlm. 
Ser: 001.3-67 

April 1967 

To: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Seventh Fleet 

Subj: Comba.t After Action Report, BEACON HILL r/PRAIRIE III 

Enel: (~"t·· SLf I Aftel' Action Report J BEACml HILL X/PRAIRIE III i.i. 2j. "HMM ,36,3, After Action Report, BEACOn HILL I/~m~:El"I,/""'" i ' c:"",'J'/-'c{~~ BLT 1/4, After Action Report, BEACON HILL I/p~;", . ., (4" Amphibious Objective Area. Overl&y 

I. Enclosure (1) contains the Special Landing Force After Action Re­port for BEACON HILL I/PRAIilE III. 

2. Enclosures (2) through (4) amplify enclosure (l)e Comments on appropriate portions ot subordinate urrl.t After Action Reports are con­tained in paragraph 10 of enclosure (1) .. 

3. This letter may be dow.ngraded to unclassified upon removal of en­C10SllreS (~) through (4). 
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COMBAT AFTER ACTm..~, ~CON HILL I/PRAIRIE Ill. 

Map Reference: Vietnam" AMS 1.7014, 1:50,,000 Sheets 6442 IV and 6342 I 

1. Operation BEACON HILL I was a unilateral amphibious operation utilt-
~iP~ waterborne and heloborne assault forces. It was conducted in 

C!.ccordanc:e with Ni'iP-2.2(A). 

2. This operation was conducted south of the Demilitarized Zone in the 
Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Province, I CTZ, Republic o£ Vietnam. The 
opera.tion commenced 20 }llarch 1967 at l330B with the landing of he lob orne 
forces in LZ Bluebird (YD209742), aIrl LZ Sparrow (YD203729). Surf~e­
borne assa.ult forces landed at 1430B over Blue Beach (YD.322722). Opera.­
tions of the SLF ashore were in conjunotion with Operation PRAIRIE III. 
The operation term:inated at 010200H April 1967 • 

.3. Task Organizati on 

Special Landing Force 
BLT 1/4 

~1 363 (Hein) 

Det" VMO-2 (.= .... H~ .. , 
Det, VMO • .,6 , .. ..: 
Det' HMl'1 164 (CH-46A) 
Det, HMM 26; (cH...t;6A) 

a. Terrain 

Colonel H. D. WORTMAN 
Ltc 01 J. WESTERMAN 
LtCo1 T. J.. WILLIS 
Major M .. E. DAY 

(1) Gen.€lt:al. The objective area is genera.lly a narrow coastal 
lowland a.nd is considered. as part of the !~ort,herIl Plains Region. It ex­
tends fl'mt"4lhe southern boundary of the DltIZ south approx.i.mately 20 kilo­
meters, and from the beach inland approximately 20 kilometers. National 
Highway Number One traverses the area in a northwest-southeast direction. 
There is only one :major landing beach (NIl Beach No.1), whioh fronts 
the entire objective area." 

(2) Re~. The area is pr:i.marily a. lowland coasta.l plain with 
relief's that rare exceed 10 meters 0 The imnled:late coast usually falls 
into one of two categories: (1) that of parallel curved bea.ch ridges, 
whose populated areas are only a few feet higher than the cultivated de-
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pressions, and (2) local belts of sand dunes, some of which are stabil­
ized by the natural g'l'owth o£ br'ush and grass. Behind the coast the 
a.rea. is primarily a flat rice growing plain approximately 14 kilometers 
wide. To the rear of this is a.n undulating plain lizlking the level por­
tion of the lowland wi t.h rugged inland mounta.ins .. 

(.:3) Beach Btooy& Blue Beach (YD322722) is a strai.ght beach ex­
tending in a northwest-southwest direction and is 500 yards long and 60 
feet in width. The Cua Viet River is located 1.6 miles south of the 
beach center. A small village is located on the left flank 400 yards 
inland. Composition is Bott sand, firm when wet, and has an average 
gradient of 1:12. The bea.ch is obstructed by two submerged longshore 
sandbars, located 4~70 yards and 190-Z70 yards oft the low waterline. 
These sandbars are subject to change as a result ot storms. Nearshore 
gradients of the beach vary from 1:37 on the right flank to 1:62 on the 
lett .flank. 

b. Ene& Situationt 

(1) Composition 

(a) Ground. Enemy ground units in the objective area. ha.ve 
been identified as the 5th and 6th Battalions, Sl2th Regiment, 32413 
Division; 7th and 8th Batt,g,lions:; 90th Regiment, 324B Division; 1st 
Battalion, 31st Regiment, 341st Divis:i.on; and the K. 400 Local Force 
Company. 

c. Order of Ba.:t:.tle 

(1) 5th Bat.-La.l.ion" S12th Regiment, 
Strength: Approximately 470 
Location: YD0706S5 

(2) 6th Batta1ion, S12t.h Eeg:iJnent, 
Strength: Approximately 470 
Location: YD071685 

(3) 7th Battalion" 90th Regiment, 
Strength: 700 
Location: .. YD097705 

(4) 8th Battalion, 90th Regiment, 
Strength: 700 
Location! YDl15719 

:2 

.32413 Division 

.32413 Division 

.324B Division 

32413 Divl.sion 
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(5) 1st Battalion, 31st Regiment, 3415t Division 
Strength; ,00 
Location: YDll07l5 

(6) K. 400 Local Force Company 
Strength: 120 
Looation: YD192733 

d. The above units are equipped with 6amn mortars, 82mm mortars, 
12Qnm mortars, 57mm. and 75mm recoilless rifles, 12.7 AA/MG, automatic 
weapons and individual small arms. The enemy was reported to have 
14QmJ. rockets positioned in the northern part of the DMZ. 

e. EnemY Contact 

(1) On D-Da.y, the waterborne forces made an unopposed landing 
over Blue Beach. The helohorne forces landing at 1Z Bluebird received 
light small arms tire trom the treeline west ot the LZ. At 1800H on 
D-Day the Gio LiOO area, includj,ng BLT 1/4 ~, was subjected to heavy 
enemy mortar and rocket fire. The enemy employed 6amm mortars, 82mm 
mortars 1/ and l2Crnm mortars. Enenw employment of l40nnn spin-stablized 
rockets is based upon observation of rocket trails. This report has 
not been verified due to lack of fragments from the impact area. Fram. 
D plus I through D plus 6 elements of the SLF a.ttacked to the west to­
ward objectives 4. and 5. EneIII¥' resistance became more tenacious as 
the SLF closed on objectives 4 and 5. Enemy unit,s up to battalion size 
fought from well prepared f'ightirlg holes cOn!lElcted by trench and turmel 
systeffLs~utilizing 6Qnm mortars, 82mm mortars, 12Gnm mortars 57rorn recoil­
less rifles" automatic weapons and small arms. B Company, while __ ~n "~"~_ 
sweep in vicinity_JD174723 discovel'edthe. b9d.j,f,l.~ })r-2-'NVA:~JQla!"el'~l .. 1L:i~ 
b;r heaVYtii.:iiie-·to.'l5" l)ound"sag<!bags" and!it,:h their weapons also tied to 
their bodies by twine. In seizing objectives 4 and 5, the SLF broke 
through two main lines of enemy defenses after a two day preparation of 
the objectives by a.rtillery and air. The enemy broke aM ran. From D 
plws 7 to the termination of the operation" enemy activity decreased to 
sporadic sniper tire and harrassing actions. Few mines and surprise 
firing devices were employed by the enemy. 

(2) Ene1r\Y tactics included: Sniping and harassing fires, night 
probes of positions in conjunction with mortar attacks" firing fram in­
terconnected trench lines in the nature of delaying action, and night 
attack.s in strengths up to one ba.t.talion. Many of the trenches and fight­
ing holos in the vicinity of objectives 4 and 5 were freshly prepared 
and were COllCE)aled by hedgerows criascrossirJg the relatively flat terrain. 
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The trenches were interconnected with turillel systems o The SLF made ~ 
imum use of artillery fires against the enemy', since limited visibility 
restricted fixed wi.ng air support. 

(.3) Six helicopters received hits by automatic weapons and sma.ll 
arms fire. On 26 l-larch while on emergency llledev8.c, one helicopter was 
forced down by mortar and heavy aut,oma;l;.ic weapons fire at YD1l7719. 

(4) During BEACON HILL I there were .34,) NVA killed (confirmed) 
and 619 KIA (probables), a.ni 6 detainees were transported to Dong Ha. 

f. Weather. The weather in the objective area is cr~acterized by 
the ucrachinlt period. DurirJg the northeast monsoon--early November to 
:mid-Ms.rch, there :1.8 morning 101'1 cloudiness, fog, low visibility, a.nd 
ceilings 1,000 feet to 1,:;00 feet (occasionally as low as 500 feet), 
with the lowest conditions occurring from ea.rly morning to late morning. 
~round support, a.ir reconnaissance" and heloborne operations a.re ham­
pered by the low ceilings and visibility. April is the period of lea.st 
cloudiness, highest ceHil1,gS, and highest visibiUty. 

;. Mission. As directed by COlf..')lWENTHFLT message 161.336Z March 1967 
(Initiating Directive), the m.ias:i..on of the SLF was to conduct a sea.rch 
and destroy amphibious operat,ion a.gainst Ve/NVA 1'o1'oe8 within the Amphi­
bious Objective trea in Quang Tri Province a.nd/or other operations a.s 
agreed upon with CG III MAF. 

6. Concept o(~tiolls. Operation BEACON HILL I wa.s a unilateral 
amph:tbious operation conducted by the ARG/SIJ'. The operation was plAn­
ned for a period of approxin~tely ten days as a search a.nd destroy 
operation utilizing both waterborne and heloborne assault la.ndirJgs. e 
Initially, the inherent mobility of the SLF was to be utilized to the 
maximum extent possible to insure a rapid bui.ld,,,,,up of aombat power e. ... 

shore, thereby gaining Burprise and shock action. Subsequently, aggres­
sive search and destroy operations were to be conducted immediately 
south of the southern boundary of the DMZ along the Gio Linh-Con Thien 
line toward blocking pOSitions to the west a.nd south established by 
friendly forces. Ma:.'dmum ut:ilization of fire supportlv'as an essentia.l 
part of this concept. Fire support was to be provided by the organic 
artillery of the BL'l', artillery of 3d Marine Division (FOl:"ward), naval 
gunfire consisting of one DD and one L~1R, and olose air support from 
the 1st MA.W. The SLl" was prepar'ed to CHOP to CG III :f.fAF or his deSig­
nated subordinate commander for employment in conjWlction with Opera·tion 
PRAIRIE III. Incn effortto insure max:imum::urpris8, the concept cJ: operations 
prov:tded for the tol.lowing ~ L-Hour was scheduled at first l.ight; beach and 
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landing zones 1!fcre 110"L pr6p3.r(."<i by f:il'e however air and NGF were lion oalllt in the 
event fire W~~, O('.CCc3~;c~ry; and Ir·Hour vl2.8 scheduled one hour prior to H-HoUl' to 
insure touchdmm of t.he first, holov:uvi:) Vi11110 AnD sh:Lpping r<."mained out of sight. 
from land. 
7 • !1xecl.!,ti9..,I'l; 

a.. Operation BEAGON Hn,L I was executed inacco:rdance wl.th CTG 79.5 OPLAN 
12Ofl.-67, supplemented by a. l'~l'ag Order published for the Gio LiOO area. 

b. D .... Da.y was established as 19 ]iiarch 1967!J with L~Hour at WOO and H­
Hour at 0000. Due to low ceilings and limited viBibility which persisted 
throughout the day, negating helicopter and close air support operations, 
D-Day was delayed lxntil 20 l~~rch 1967. 

c. On 20 Narch 1967, weather again precluded an early r... .. Hour and H­
Hour. However, by 1230H the overcast broke sufficiently to provide mini­
mum ceiling for air operations o At 1330H and 14.30H the SLF landed its 
heloborne and waterborne assault forces. By nightfall on D-Day the BLT 
was ostablished ashore, well organ:tzed, and prepared to conduct, at first 
light; search and destroy operat,ions as assigned. (See enclosures (2) 
trll'ough (.4,) for details of execu.tion). 

8. Results. See enclosures (2) and (3). 

9. Commander's Analysis. This a,nAlysis is lilllit~;;d to those matters a.t 
the SU' level.. BLT a nd Squadron Comma.nder' s ana.lys6s are contained in 
their respective reports, enclosures (2) and (3). 

a.. Planning 

(1) The planr.d.l1g phase for Operation BEACON HILL I was very short. 
Plarm.ing commenced on 15 .Harch 1967 at III MA.F Hea.dquarters when eTG 79.5 
and representa .. tives of cro 76.5 were briefed by the Q...,J and other statt 
members of III MAF and 3d I~rine Divisiono On 16 March 1967, eTG 79.5 and 
his staff visited the 3d 1'Jarine Division (Forward) CP a.t Dong Ha, where 
planning continued and a helicopter reconnaissance over the proposed ob­
jective area. was conducted. Plamlers visited the infantry and &.rtil1ery 
units loca.ted at Gio Linh (YD211741+)o Upon return to III l'.u\.F Headquarters, 
final conferences were held. 

(2) During the intial conferences, staff representatives ot III 
HAF proposed a concept of operation calling for employment of the SLF in 
search am destroy operations in nOl"thern Quang Tri Province along the 
Gio Linh-Con Thien line; link up with friendly units; and continued search 
and destroy operations to the southeast. 
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(3) During the planning phase, the following steps were accom­
plished. 

(a) Maps, area. a.na.lysis, and. enemy order of battle were pro-
cured. 

(b) Aeria,1. reconnaissance of the AOA and tentative seleotion 
of HLZIS" landing beaches, and objectives were conducted. 

(c) Conrrnunication frequencies were assigned and coordinated; 
and arrangements were made to enter ship-to-·ahore Orestes for rapid and 
secure transmission of tactical information. 

(d) Arrangements were completod fOI' the processing of detain­
ees and dispos:i.t.ion of captured YC. 

(e) Procedures for casualty evacuation of VN casualties and 
U.S. personnel were finalized. 

(f) Gomm<.'tnd rela.·tJionships were established in consonance 
t{ith MiP-22 (A) 0 

(g) The requ.irement for logistical support of the SLF was 
finalized in detail. 

'" ., (h) Arrangements for psychological warfare operations, in-
t:p.ing J.ea.!let drops and loudspeaker teams, were tentatively planned. 

(i) A.!'ra1'1,gements were made to obtain Vietnamese guides fam­
iliar with the Gio Linh area to accom.pany the BLT. 

(j) .Arrangements were made for the MA.CV Subsector Advisor 
for Gio Linh to be present in 8AGC unt.il coordination and control of sup­
porting arms was passed ashore. 

(k) Plans were made for establish.ing l..i.aiaon with the 3rd 
Marine Division (l'~o:rward) and the 2nd AH.VN Regiment at Dor.g Ha.. 

b. Inte11igen.<Z..e 

(1) Prior to BEACON BILl. I, arrangement a were made for maps, area 
studies, daily inte.Uigence summaries, ITT personnel and support for hand-
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ling civilia.n detainees. Area. stu.dy and OOB were provided by MACV, III 
MAF, 3rd Marine Division (Forward) and the Sector Advisor. 3rd Marine 
Division (Forward) provided ITT personnel. Intelligence sumrnaries were 
provided daily from III ~AF and 3rd Ma.rine Division (Forward). ANO, 
Cubi Point, P.I., a.nd 3rd Marine Division provided nlap requirements. 

(2) ~'ieather was the predominant influencing factor throughout 
Operation BEACON HILL 1. It directly and adversely affected all aspects 
of the operation. Limited visibility, low ceilings, fog and cloud cover 
perSisted over the objective area from D-Day until D plus 6. Th.is se­
verely limited a.ll air operations (troop lift, resupply, medical evacua­
tion and a.ir observation) to a few hours each afternoon. Planning for 
BEACON HILL I, and for all operations, considered the possible occurrence 
of periods of reduced visibility normally expected to exist in the area, 
a.nd compensating arra.ngements were v..k1.de. However, the prolonged period 
of reduced visibility expereienced during BEACON HI1.L I required Bome 
changes to the modus operandi. Flexibility in employment of the HMM 
was achieved by leaving about halt t,he helicopters aboa.rd the LPH and the 
remainder ashore. 

c. Command Relationships. Operation BEACOl~ HIlL I was a un.i.la.teral 
amphibious operation with command relationships in accordance with NWP-
22(A). At ,,~±~~qQlik1a.r9h 1967 ,j:!TG_7,Q,~5~,~J?§~CON of the SLP to 00, 
III MAF (CTG 76.5 message 210625Z 14arch 1967). CG III VlAF passed OroON 
to CO 3rd V~rine Division (CG III ~L~F message 21l352Z March 1967). Con­
currently, OPCON of "Gft Battery 1 31~d Battalion, 12th Narines and Whiskey 
Battery, 3rd B&ttalion, 12th }lIar-ina::! pa,ssed to the 12th Marines. At 
260900H March 1967, CG 3rd Marine Division (Forward) passed OPGON of BLT 
l/lt. to CO, .3rd Marines (CG 3rdMarine Division (Forward) message 260211Z 
Marcili 1967).. HMM 363 rema:lned 'Wlder OPCON of the SLF throughout the 
operation. At 01015911 April 1967, CG 3rd }.ia,ri.ne Division passed OPCON to 
the SLF and at 010200H passed OPCON of the SLF to Co. III MAF (CG 3rd Ma­
rine Division message 301459Z March 1967). At 01020lB April 1967, OG III 
MI\.,F passed OPCON of the SLl~ to C'l'(} 76.5 (eG III MAF lnessage 310940Z March 
1967). At Ol0200H April 1967 Operation BEACON HilL I was terminated. 

d. Supporting Arms. The concept of. operations ashore relied heavily 
u.pon the use ot supporting arms. During the initial plann:i.ng phase of 
BEACON HILL I, it was reaffirmed that the Amphibious Task Force COlllllJS.nder 
would control all support::l.ng arms fire within the assigned Amphibious 
Object:i.ve Area from the Supporting Arms Coordination Center aboard the 
USS Princeton (LPH-5). This was accomplished by assigning a liaison 
officer/FSC and an air liaison officer to the already esta.blished FSCO 
a.nd DASC of the 3rd Marine Division (Forward) located at Dong Hs." These 
agencies were utilized to control all supporting arms fire within the 
Amphibious Objective area. and were subordinate to the SAce until control 
of supporting fires was passed ashore. Concurrently, the FSCC a.nd DASC 
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continued to control all supporting fires for units outside the AOA. 
1>lhen the Landing Force was firmly est.ablished ashore, the Landing 
Force Commander requested that cont,rol and coordination of su.pporting 
arms be passed ashore. This -was accompUshed concurrently with the 
CHOP of the ciLE<' to CG III MAl" who subsequently passed ClPCON to CG, 3d 
Marine Division (Forward) at 211600H J.I1a.rch 1967. Upon assumption ot 
OPCON, the 3rd Marine Division (Forward) FSCC and DASC assumed con­
trol of supporting arms and supported the Landing Force in a.n outstam­
ing manner; tor ey..a,mple, on 22 ~'larch 1967 J 54 Borties were flown by 
fixed wing aircraft and over 4,000 rounds of art.illery £ire were de­
livered in support. The l05mm howitzer battery and the 10'7mm. mortar 
battery assigned to the SLP were assigned to OPCON of the 12th l>iarines 
but remained in direct support of the 8Ll". 'fhe tactical fire planning 
and availability of reinforcing fires from 155mm and 1?5mm artillery 
units were assigned with a. minimum delay and resulted in artillery sup­
port for units of -t.he SLF far beyond organic support capabilities. 

e. Logistics 

(1) During the planning visdt to III .t<IAF, arrangements were 
made for resupply of the BLT from in-country assets at the LSA at' 
Dong Ha. Similarly, emergency supplies expended from OPRES during 
the operation would be replenished from the 1St\.. 

(2) To limit drawdovm of contingency supplies aboard ARG ; 
sI-upping, plans were implemented \!Tith the approval of 3rd Marine Divi­
sion to commence iSlme of Classes I, III and V resu.pplies on D plus 1 
direct from the LSA in Dong Ha. Uaisonwasconducted with the LSA 
Commander prior to commencement of the operation. Procedures for 
drawing resupply from the LSA were discussed and prC'!vi.sion was made 
for staging a li.mited amount of supplies for emergency use on D-Day. 

(3) A detachment of' Shore Party personnel and supply repre­
sentatives were transported by helicopter to the LElA on D-Day to acti­
vate a tac-log group for conduct,ing resupply operations. Communica­
tion was est.ablished with tac-log representatives aboa.rd each aMp, 
the LSA Communication Center, a.nd the BLT CPo Land lines were connected 
to the 3rd }lurine Division (Forward) switehboard. Requests for resup­
plies were received from company units by the Ba-ttalion 3-4 officer, 
consolidated, and submitted direct -to the tae-log group at the LSA. 
Requirements "1ere drawn from appropriate supply dumps, staged by Shore 
Party personnel and delivered by helicopters to units requiring supplies. 
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(4) Helicopters used for re~pply operations were provided by 
a. detachment of' the HMM 363 Squadron established a.shore at Dong Ha. 
Class II resupplies, batteries, and spare parte were provided to the BLT 
from supplies aboard the ARG ships. Selected vehicles and most of the 
Class IV supplies were transported by landing craft up the Cau Viet River 
and. off-loaded at the LeU ramp in Dong Ha. Armed truck convoy-s were dis­
po.tchcd daily to deliver artillery ammunition, water and ra.tions to the 
units in the vicinity of Gio Linh. It is estimated that approximately 
one half of the resupply tonnage provided BLT 1/4 in support of the opera­
tion was provided by motor transport vehicles. The greatest portl.on of 
this tonnage consisted of artillery ammunition. 

(5) Excessive amounts of lC!7m1ll m.ortar ammunition issued from the 
LSA were found to be defective; the increment charges were moist and in­
capable of igniting properly. Since no other immediate source ot l07nm 
anmunition was available, it becam.El necessary to authorize emergency issue 
of 1712 rounds of l07:mm mortar ammunition to all batteries operating with­
in the northern Quang Tri Province area. frODl OPRES a.ssets held aboard the 
AID ships. 

(6) Numerous emergency resupplies were accomplished in record 
time. Support facilities, assistance, and cooperation received from the 
1SA coIDI!llmd.er contributed greatly to the efficient and orderly manner in 
which resupply operations were pertormed during t he entire operation. 

(7) Medical. The established procedure for the evacuation of 
casualties from the battlefield directly to the hospital aboard the LPH 
was followed only occaSionally during this operation. This was due to 
the fact that fog often perSisted over the water sey-era1 hours after it 
cleared over land, thus isolating the 1PH. As a result, wounded. were 
evacua.ted by helicopter directly to medical facilities at Dong Ha, Phu 
Bai and Da Na.ng. 

(8) Casua.lty Report,~ Since the estabUshed procedures for the 
evacuation of e.ll SLF casualties to the U'H was not. followed, problema in 
casualty reporting occurred. Iilarw of t.he inItial cFlsualLies were eva.c-

ua.ted directly to Phu Ba.i and Da. Nang thereby bY-I;;B.s::ling the SLF CRCC 
a.board the LPH. To im3ure ut,rict accounting of all casualties, the SLF 
CROe i'Tas moved to Dong Ha. In a.ddition it. was necessary to station cas­
ualLy reporting personnel at Phu Bai, Da. Nang and aboard the USS Repose. 
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f. Communications 

(1) Upon boarding the USS Princeton, 7 AN/MRC-46 radios were 
assigned to the SLF. The SLP planned to use its organic equipment to 
support the forces ashore or as "back_uplt if the ship's equipmellt failed. 
Of the seven radios assigned the SLF only three VRC-46 radios (BLT Tac­
Log Net, BLT Admin Net, and BLT Tao Net #1) were operative after D-Day. 
The remaining 4 VRc-46 radios operated below acceptable standards, re­
quiring the SLP to "deck-mountll the AN/l4RC-110 radio. Satisfactory com­
munications were maintained throughout the operation. The only circuit 
down-time on SLF Ta.c Net #1 and 3rd Marine Division (Forward) Ta.o Net 
occurred when the Ship operated beyond range of the AN/MRC-110 radio. 

(2) On D plus 1 much mutual interference and cross-talk was ex­
perienced on all circuits. This interference can be eliminated by 
throughly checking out the ship's newly installed radios and antennal. 
Although time precluded a thorough and detailed oheck prior to BEACON 
HILL I, this must be accomplished by the LPH prior to HILLTOP VII. 
Failure to ensure optimum operating performance of the shipts radios 
could significa.ntly limit communications on future operations. 

(3) Two AN/MRC-62 radios were positioned by III MAF at 3rd Ma­
rine Division (Forward) a.t Dong Ha prior to D-Da.y. As soon as the BLT 
was established ashore, one equipment was heloli.fted to the BLT CF and. 
operated to 3rd Marine Di.vision (Forward). The BLT passed its AN/MRC-
62 radio ashore at approximately H plus 4 on D-Day, and began opera.ting 
almost immediately with the SLP. nadio relay from ehip-to-shore proved 
to be very sporadic. Tests by thfJ Ship t S electronic equipment found. it 
to be on frequency but the power output was inadequate. As a result, 
the radio relay was, only about 40% effective. 

g. S ecial Au lsntation E ui ment 0 The SLF was aUFnted by the 
assignment of three UHIE helicopters armed and unarmed) and five CH-
46A helicopters. Two armed UHIE helicopters provided troop escort and 
ground support. One unarmed UliIE helicopter was used for command and 
control, reconnaissance, and TA.O. Tli"O CH-46A helicopters, stripped for 
heavy lift, moved the l05mm howitzers, the l07mm mortars, the lJiRC-62 
radios, and other heavy- equipment. Three additional CH-46A helicopters 
augmented the UH-34 helicopters in the D-Day lift of troops and equip­
ment into LZ Bluebird and LZ Sparrow. As a result of this additional 
helicopter support, the SLF.1e.nded, within tive and one half hours, 
four ri1'le companies, 105mm howitzer battery, 107mm. morta.r battery, H&S 
Company, and one da.yls supply of all classes. The location of MAG-16 
(Forward) at Dong Ha enabled the SLF to receive continuous support as 
required. 
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h. PNcho1ogical Warfare O:eer.~l~. Troops were disoiplined and 
well-behaved. They respect,ed the rights and properties of the populace. 
The BJU detachment was tasked for population control in direct support 
of BLT 1/4. However, utili.zation was ljEited because of the sme.1l num­
ber of populace encolIDtered. 1,1> 266,000 Chi.eu Hoi leaflets were dropped 
in the objective a.rea during the operation. 

k. Civic Action. The Civic Action program was limited by the con­
tinuous operational requirements against stroI~ NVA forces and because 
few civilians were encountered. 

10. The followj.ng COIlilllents on BLT 1/4 After A'otion F/.eport are included. 

a. In paragraph 1261 (2) the report states thai~ the shift of air 
control from ship to shore caused confusion in requesting and 00-

ordinati:n.g Air Support. When the SLF chops to in country forces it is 
then governed by that units existl..ng regulations, therefore when the SLF 
chopped to ocr THnm ~l1\Rn}E DIV:IO:ION Fi'ID it. was 're.qm:.rea t'o··;neqn€lst:1a.l1' CAS 
through the DASa at Dong Ha. Any confusi.on that may have existed ca.n 
generally be attributed to the personnel not com.pletly understanding the 
mechanics of the shift and then having dif'ficulty adjusting to the in 
country procedures. 

b. The Addendum to the After Action Report stated that difficul­
ties were encotmtered in obtaining helicopter support. E.:x:amples are 
given concerning MedEvacs li.esupply etc. 'l'he BLT attributed this prob­
lem to maintaining control. of Helieopt,ers aboard the LPH. The major 
contributing factor effecting the operation was weather. This effected 
both Ground and Sea based operations, To combat this, the SL.F sta­
tioned 5q?6 of the available A/e at Dong Ha with the sta.ff air officer. 
The remaining A/e remained aboard the LPH. There were many instances 
~lhen A/C were grounded due to weather at Dong Ha, yet flying condUi.ons 
were satisfactory aboard ship. In this same vain there were occasions 
~lhen Ale were able to L1.unch from both Dong Ha and. the LPH but when they 
reached their destination were unable to land due to poor weather. Three 
A/e incurred Alpha damage when they crashed attempting emergency MedEvac/ 
l1esll.PP4Y, during ix:clement weather" This split of Alc provided the max­
imUln availabi1:t.ty possible considering conditions, but required flex­
ibility in planning on the part of the BLT 'Lo take advantage· of this 
availability. . 
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Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) 
USS TRIPOLI (LPH-10) 

FPO San Francisco 96601 

SECRET-NOFORN (Downgraded to unclassif~ed upon removal cf 
enclosure 1) 

From: Commanding Officer 
To. Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A02D) 

1/CGe/egc 
5750 
Ser: OOl.4..6? 
2 June 1967 

Via: (1) Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMF 
(2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 

Subj: Comina.nd Chronology for the period 4 April - 12 Mq 1967. submiss­
ion of 

Ref: (a) Mca 5750.2 
(b) FMFPacO 57.50.8 
(0) BrigO 5750.1B 

Encl: (1) Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) Command Chronology 

I. In accordance with reference (a) through (c), the Command Chronology 
for the Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) is submitted as enclosure (1). 

~"-----"" 
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

Commanding 
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4 April". 12 Yoay 1967 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. DESIGNATION COMMANDDIG 

Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) Colonel H. D. WORTMAN 4 lp»-lg:~ 1~7 

BLT 2/3 

HMM 164 

2. LOCATION 

USS PRINCETON (LPH-5) 
USS MONTICELLO (LSD-35) 
USS OGDEN (LPD-S) 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Offioer/S-J 

Asst S~2 

Asst 8..,3 

AO/Asst S-3 

S-4 

CommO 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

LtCol E. R. DELONG 

LtCol R. D. MCKITRICK 

ATTACHED UNITS 

llim! 

LtCol D. R. BRIMMER 

Major J. H. BROUJOS 

lstLt J. D. CHAPMAN 

Major W. M. THURBER 

2dLt C. G. COMER 

LtCo1 E. W. HERICH 

Capt F. E. HEURING 

40 AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

SLF staff: USMC Ofr - 9 USMC En! - 30 USN Ofr - 0 
BLT: USMC Ofr -;8 USMC Enl - 1482 USN orf - 8 
HMMg USMC Off - 51 USMC Enl - 192 USN Off - 1 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

4 Apr-12 M~ 1967 

4 Apr-12 May 1967 

4 Apr-12 May 1967 
4 Apr-12 M~ 1967 
4 Apr-12 M~ 1967 

4 Apr-12 May 1967 

4 Apr-12 May 1967 

4 Apr-12 May 1967 

4 Apr-12 May 1967 

4 Apr-12 M~ 1967 

4 Apr-12 May 1967 

4 Apr-12 May 1967 

USN En1 - 0 
USN En1 .. 78 
USN Enl - '3 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

The Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) was embarked aboard ARG shipping 
during the period. The ARG shipping was utilized to transport BL! 3/4 from 
I CTZ, RVN to Okinawa. Upon arrival of the ARG/SlF at Okinawa. BLT 3/4 was 
off-loaded and BLT 2/3 embarked aboard. reconstituting the SLFo Exercise 
HILLTOP VIr was conducted at Okinawa on 16-17 April 1967 and preparations 
were made and plans confirmed for operation BEACON STAR whioh oommenoed on 
22 April 1967 in the HUE/rOO BAI are~. I CTZ, RVNo On 26 April 1967 opera­
tion BEACON STAR Phase I was terminated and the SLF moved to KHE SANH to 
support operations in the vicinity of Hills 861 and 8810 On 12 May 1967 
BLT 2/3 reembarked aboard the ARG Shipping completing operation BEACON STAR 
Phase rIo 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL USTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

The following is a review of the activities of the Speoial Landing Foroe 
(Ta 79.,).. Detailed information of ELT 2/3 and HMM 164 is shown. in the ap-' 
propriate command chronology in PART IV. . Detailed information on 
BEACON STAR is 'ahown in PART IV .. 

Ao 4 - 14 April !9@L 

1.. On 4 April the ARG/SIE sailed to Dong Ha~ I CTZ, RVN and embarked 
BLf 3/4 .. 

20 From 6 through 11 April, the ABG/SLF was enroute to Okinawa and evading 
Typhoon Vi01et. 

30 ~l 11 April the ARG/SLF arrived at Okinawa and commenced off-loading 
BLf 3/4" 

40 From 11 through 14 April CTG 79.5 and stafr representatives conferred 
with CTF 79 on Administrative, Logistical and Operational matters pertaining 
to future SLF operations. 

5c BLT 2/3 CHOPPED to eTG 79., at 131S00Z Apr67 and embarked aboard the 
ARG shipping consisting of the USB PRINCETON, USS OGDEN .and the- USS MONTICELLO. 

Bo 15 - 21 April 196Z 
, 

10 On 1S April the ~G/SI1! 'oonduoted a rehearsal landing for Exercise 
HILLTOP VII on Okinawa. 

20 On 16 and 17 April Exercise HILLTOP VII was conducted on Okinawa. 

30 On 17 April the ARG/SlF de.parted for I CTZ, RVN. CTG 79 • .5 and staff 
representatiyes of TG 79., and TG 76.5 departed for Hq, III MAr tor SpecOps 
planning. 

40 On 20 April the ARG/SLF arrived I CTZ, RVN6 eTG 79 • .5 and stafr re~ 
presentatives returned from Hq, III MAF. CTF 76 and CTF 79 visited eTG 76.5 
and eTG 79.; aboard the ~ PRINC~TON • 

.5.. On 21 April the ARG/SLF continued planning for Operation BEACON ST~o 

Co 22 - 26 April 1967 BEACON STAR Phase I 

1. On 22 April Operation BEACON STAR Phase I commenced with the landing 
of BLT 2/3 by helicopter and landing craft. . 
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2. From 22 - 26 April the ARGjSLF conducted Operation BEACON STAR Phase 
I in Quang Tri!Thus. Thien Province, Northern I CTZ. RVN. 

30 On 24 April the CG III MAF G CG 3dMarDiv and CG lstMAW visited BLT 2/3 
ashore. Operational control of the SLF CHOPPED to CG III MAF at 241600H Apr67 
thence to CG 3dMarDiv at 241600H Apr67 (Auth eTG 76.5 mag 240801Z Apr67 and 
CG III MAF msg Z40820Z Apr67). 

4. At 260930H Apr67 ELT 2/3 helo lifted from Thus. Thien Province to Phu 
Bal RYN and then transported by fixed wing aircraft to Khe Sanh I CTZ. RVN. 
Operation BEACON STAR Phase I terminated at 262400H Apr670 CG JqMarD1v passed 
OpeON BLT 2/3 to CO 3dMar at Z61Z00H Apr6'1. 

D. 27 April ... 12 May 1967 BEACON STAR Phase II 

1. FrO!ll 27 April through 12 May BLT 2/3 and 3dBn 3ciMar plus supporting 
elements conducted operat.ion BEACON STAR Phase II in Northwestern Quang Tri 
Province, Northern I CTZ t RVN. 

2. On 27 April CG 3dMarDiv passed OPCON Btry B 1/12 to CO 12th l-la,r at 
271400H Apr670 

J. From ~ through 8 May LtCol EAS,TERi G-l 9thMAB and Captain C. WIEDEN, 
Adju.tant 9thMAB aboard for liaison visit. 

4. On 11 MS¥ MGsn ROBERTSHAW ~ CG lstMAW was aboard the U SS PRINCETON and 
presented six ~urple Heart Medals to members of HMM 164. 

e 
e 

5. On 12 May the eG JdMarDiv visited eTG 76.5 and. CTG 79 .. 5 aboard the _ 
USS PRINCETON.. ., 

6. Operation BEACON STAR terminated with the reembarkation of the SLF in 4It 
the ARa assigned shipping. OPCON passed to CAXF at 121800H May67. 
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PART IV 

CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE COIl.tMANDS 
AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Command Chronology. BLT 2/3 

c" ,Appendix, 2 ,,' Command Chronology. HMM 164 -:' ,""l._ 

Appendix :3" 

,(Appendix 4 
J:..",-

Appendix 5 

Appendix 6 

SLF. After Action Repon t BEACON STAR Phases I and II 

HMM 164, After Action Report, BEACON STAR Phases I and II" 

BLT 2/). After Action ReporttBEACON STAR Phases I and II 
(:.y::;:;; /"'&~;"-t 7#:(1f:'·t..~. -:;:.;~.t':·~~f. c~·~-~'~t·-:>, '~d~~f' _.,i~:z:;'cr.., ~i:/ ... . ::~: """'<~'; '-',.~.i',', 

AlIlphibious Objective"AT';~' OVerlay " 

: .. d· . 
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COI~AT AFTER ACTION REPORT g BEACON STiUi~PHAS~~ 

Map Referenceg' Vietnamll AMS Series L""70l)-!o3 1.:50»000 Sheets 6442 IjI II, 
III, IV and 6542 III. 

10 Operation BEACON STAR was a unilateral amphibious operation utilizing 
waterborne and' heloborne assault forces. It .was conducted in accordance 
'with NI'lP-22(A) .. 

2~ This operation was conducted 23 miles south of' the Demilitarized Zone 
in'the !Ha.i LA.J:lf.Dist:rict of Quang Tri_ Provinc~_ and in the Huang D:ien 

'District 'of Thua Thien ProVince» I CTZjl Republic of Vietnam" The oper­
ation commenced on 22 April 1967 at Q800H with the landing of he~oborne 
assault forces in 12 Jay (YD620450) and LZ Wre:p. (YD525495)" Surfaceborne 

. assault forces landed at lOOOH over Red Beach (YD565513;. Phase I of 
the operation tern;dnate9- a.t 26;24.00H A.pril 1967. 

3.. Task Organization 

Special Landing Force 
BL~ 2/3 
HMM 164 

40 J:ntelligence 

a. Terrai;n 

Colonel HQ D. vlORTMAN 
LeCol E. R. DELONG 
LtCol R. D. MCKITRICK . 

~ ,' .. ;':'J:;;:·~'Bjt'f,'::iaI:>;i'_:,-:':~·\;;_,~J_~:g~):~'7:;;; i!£~;·~~~fi:,_. 

(1) .Gen~ra1o Quang Tri and Thua Thien ~ovince consist of three 
i basic e1ements.ll cIlaracteristic of mtl~h of north and central Vietpam. The 
mountains, or hig~and area in the west SI the PLedmont or transitional hills SI 

and the coastal plain in the east 0 

(2) Coastal Plaino Th~ coastal plain in the objective area is 
part of a broaa flat band of alluvial soil stretChing from North Vietnam 
to Da Nang. 'rhe plain is dissected by meandering streams}) drainage ditch­
es a...'l'J.d lagoc:>ns with broad sand beaches bcrdering on the east Q The cUl­
tivation is predominantly wetland rice 1) and 80% of the lowland is in­
undated ?r moist tr~oughout the 'year 0 

,(3) Beach Stu.Q.Yo Red Beach (YD5655JJ) is the southern portion 
of NIS Beach No. 10 The beach is straight» e~ending in ~ northwest­
southeast direction a.nd is 500 yards long and ~§_O yardsld.de 9 A small 
village is,located on the left flankSi a.n intermittent stream empties into 
the South China. Sea 250 yards on the right flank, ,and· the iron hulk'of 
a wreck is distinguishable as a naVigational aid at YD557518 0 Compo­
sition is ,soft sand» firm whim wet.l1 with an average gradient or ),:60. 

~ ":,:"~,~·,,,,:,.hrn,~~~~r:~~i",.: .. :::-'!~~S~~~l,"''''':i~',",'c" ,', E-" 
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The beach is obstructed by a sandbar leGated on the lett 125 yards off 
the beach. Sandbars shift frequently am are greatly influenced. by 
storms in the area o 

b. Enemv Situation 

(l) Composition 

Cal Ground. Enemy ground units in or near the objective 
area had been reporteq ~s the Booth and B02nd Battalion, 6th 1~A Regiment~ 
and the 8loth a.>1d 814th Main Force Battalionso 

Co Order of Battle 

(1) 800th Battalion, 6th NVA Regiment 
Strengthg: Approximately 311 
Locatiom YD 6 02] 09 

(2) 802nd Battalion~ 6th NVA Regiment 
Strerigth: Approximately 400 
Location: YD558238 

(3) 810th Main F'orce Battalion 
Strength~ ApproY..imately 300 
Locatiom YD643382 

814th Main Force Battali.on 
Strength: .Approx.:i..mately 493 
Locatiom YD408402 

( 
do The above units are equipped with 9Dmm mortars p 82mm mortars!)' 

'57mm recoilless rifles, automatic weapons a.,.'1d individual small arms. 

e Q ,Enemy Contact 

(1) Phase I was characterized by light contact 6 On D-Day the 
waterborne force landing ever Red Beach and the heloborne forces landing 
at LZs Wren and Jay were unopposedo On D plus_I, units received, sporadic 
small arms and 60rnm mortar fire ~ which continued until termination of ' 
Phase Io F /2/3 encountered an estimated ener:JY platoon at YD512518. An 
air strike was called resulting in 15 enemy Kn. (probable).. On D plus 
4, based upon intelligence provided by .~VN advisors, the BLT was in 
the process of'encircling a suspected enemy battali0~ size forc~. H/2/3 
was landed first and made contact with an unknown enemy unit. Due to 
the priority of the mission at Khe S~J19 contact was broken. 

, 
(2) Helicopter pilets reported receiving small arms fire on 

eleven occaSions, but no ,hits were recorded. 
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(.3) During Phase I of BEACOl~_STAR. ther_e _,!(e:r~_17_~n~rrr;r~ 
(probable). 50 det:ainees were interrogated ll resulting in :2 detainees 
being sent to the .3rd Marine Division CF for further interrogatIon. 

~ :t. Weath~o ~he objective area is in the transitional ~riod be­
t-ween the northeast-southwest monsoon seasons.. A.pril is the period of 
least cloudiness 11 highest ceiling and highest visibility. Although the 
weather was cloudy to partly cloudly with light rain showers II it had no 
adverse effects on helicopter operations .. 

;.,. Mission.. The mission of the SLF was to conduct a heloborne and 
waterborne amphibious assault l~~ding into Landing Zone6 Jay and Wren 
and over Red Beach; to conduct 6ear~h and destroy operations in assigned 
areas; to conduct other operations as agreed upon with CG III MAP; and 
upon completion of mission,or on order,to conduct a tactical amphibious 
withdrawal.. -. v _ 

6. Concept of ~rationso Operation BEACON-STAR was a unilateral am­
phibious opera~Jon conducted_b?the ~~/~LF. ~ The operation was planned 
as a search _and destrqy operat2on utIliz2ng ooth waterborne and heloborne 
assault landings.. . Irll.:tj.ally.theinherent Illobil~ty of the SLF was used to 
insure a rapid build-up of combat power ashore, thereby gaining surprise 
and shock actiono The operation was to be conducted in two phases~ 
(1) amphibious heloborne and waterborne assault and establishment of 
blocking positions to prevent ex.filtraticn; and (2) a -systeinatic, de­
liberate and diligent _l!"~arcb_ of, ,?:ss~f1Jl~4,,'§l'?ptor~.~~.I9"'-t'_9-gi1;j,tiit~_=~~)jlt;r:q;LN'_" 
and coordination of maneuvering element s the area was divided initially 
into three sectors---Orangea Purple and Blue. Later, Sectors Bla.ck 
and Red were estab1ished~ Maximum reliance was placed on the use of 
all supporting arms o Tej"sv1"3 maximum surprise ... beach and landing zone 
preparatory fires were planned but placed Ilon call" p and L-Hour was 
scheduled at first light and timed so that the first helo wave la~ded 
while ~he ARG shipping was out of sight. of land~ . Go:r:nt:lenci~]) __ pJ..ll.s l~_ 
SLF conduct ed_ operations g·:)8.S to-be capable(ll"- prOViding immediate 
support to Operation S.EfAHNEE" if required. 

7 0 EXecution 

a o Operation BEACON STAR Phase I was ex~cuted in accordance with 
CTG 79.5 OPL~N l20A~7J supplemented by a Frag Order published for this 
specific operationo 

b o D-Daywas estaolisned as 22 April 19E?9 with L-Hour at 0700 
and H-Hour at 0900 0 Lew ceilings and the lat~earrival of armed UH~IE 
a~e~tation necessitated delaying L~Hour and H-Hour to 0800 and 1000. 

-" 
Co By nightfall on Q"",Day.9. three companies ani the l05mm artillery 

battery of BLT 2/3 were ashore with blocking positions established at 
major routes of egress from <the objective area. The SLF was prepared to 
conduct deliberate search and destroy operations in its assigned area 

.G;;'i~~},e~)ll':-:Jl1~" .. 
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a.t first light on D plus 1.. (See enclosures (2) through (4) for de-. 
tails of execution) to , 

$. Results. See enclosures (2) and (3)0 

9. COlTIllBnders Analysis This analysis is li.nrl.ted to those matters at the 
SLF level. ELT and S~~dron Commander's ~sis are ~ontained in thei~ 
respective reportsj enclosure (2) and (3). 

a.. . Planning 

(1) On 11 April the ARG/SLE' had arrived at Okinawa to offload 
BLT 3/4 and embark BLT -2/3"BLT 2/3 was embarked on AID Shipping by 
14 April, the neXt day was the HILLTOP VII rehearsals and the HILLTO!=, 
landing was qonducted.on 16 Aprilo 

(2) COMUS1~CV determined that there ~as a significant build~up 
of enemy forces in the northern ICTZ, r~quiring employment of the SLF 
to support in-country for'::;e6 o 

(J) CINCPACFLT d.irected positioning Ot one ARG/SLF on a 24 hour 
reaction time and one ARG/SLF on a 96 hour reaction time, prepared for 
immediate commitment ip. ICTZ in response to a. request by COMUSMACV 
(CINCPACFLT message 1604572 . April 1967) 0 CTF-76 directed CTG 76 0 5/79.5 
to backload from the HILLTOP VII Exercise as soon as possible and to 
proceed to .station off t.he northern ICT2 (CTF_J6 message 1615342 April 
1967 9 received at 1701301 April 1967) 0 - • 

. (4) CTG 79.5 ani staff planners departed Okinawa by air on 
17 April for Da Nang. Planning commenced at III }MF Headquarters when 
CTG 7905 and representatives of eTG 76~5 were--brief~d by the G-3· and. 
other staff members of III MAP 0 The next two days devoted to planning 
were spent at 3d l-farine Di:v::L.sion located at J:hu Bal. Upon return to 
III MAF Headquarter.s final oon!erences were he1do 

(5) In addition to the requirement for a se~ch and· destroy 
mission against enemy units in the coastal are£, of ijuong Dien District, 
CG IIJ: MAF proposed that the SLF be available for rapid d~ployment in 
support of Operation SHAvnffiE~ a search and destr~~ operation in Base 
Area 114 (viCinity YD465180) g . 

, . 

(6) During the plaruung phaS8,j the follOWing steps were accom­
plished o 

procured. 
(a) Maps~ area analysis,j and en~ order of battle were 
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(b) Aerial ~<:!:cs'1l1aissar;~"" -:>f tt:e .';J)A and tentative selec­
tion of HLZ's and landi:-.g t-<'>' .. ciles ~-Ja3 cr,;"i~Jf:'ted. 

(0) Communication frequendes were assigned and ooordinated, 
which included shi~to~shore Orestes for rapid and secure transmission 
of tactical information. 

Cd) Arrangements were '3ompleted for the processing of de­
tainees and disposition of captured VC. 

Ce) Procedures for casualty ev?-cuat.ion of VN casualties 
and U. s. pers~nmel were finalized. 

(f) Command relationships were discussed in consonance 
wi'th NVJP-22 (A) • 

(g) The requirement for logistical support of the SLF WaS 
discussed. 

(h) Arrangements were made for pysch,ological warfare oper­
ations, including employment of an Armed Propaganda Team, loudspeaker 
teanis, and an awards-incentive program of cash payments for'disclosures 
of enemy ~ctivities. 

(i) The feasibility of a hmited civic action program was 
discussed. 

(j) Arrangements were made for a district representative 
t.o be present physically in S;cCC/FSCC during the operation. 

(k) Liaison requirements were di.scussed and it was agreed 
that the SLF. would maintain a liaison officer at 3rd Marine Division. 

(7) To insure mutua.l suppor:; and' preclude interference during 
the operation, it was agreed t.hat all USHC forces in the AOA would be 
responsive to the LFC +J:;,rcugh C.,'..TF. 

b. ,Intelligence. Prior tc BEACON STAR, arra.ngements were made. for 
maps, area studies, aerial photography, daily intelligence summaries, 
ITT personnel and support for handling civilian detainees. 

(li Area st udie£ w~"'e PI' =,vided by 1-lACV,t III MAF; and G-2 11 ,rei 
Marine Division. 3rd Marine Divif'';on provided an ITT team and an Armed 
Propaganda Team" Aerial phctography was provided by the 1st MAtI. In­
telligence summaries were provided daily from III MAP and 3rd Marine 
Division. G-2~ ]rd Marine Division provided maps. 

(2) . Previous inteUigence indicated elements of the 6th NVA 
Regiment and the SlOth and elL-+:.h Main Force Battalions were located in 
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the area. Due to the short period ot operation and. the enemy's ability 
to avoid contact,l) none of the above units were identified. 

(.3) An intelligence estima.~e of Base Area ll4, prepared by 0-2, 
.3rd Marine Division, was obtained fOr planning in support of Operation 
SHAHNEE, if' required by the 8itu.a.tio~o 

c. CO.lD.m9.nd Relationshie!o Operation BEACON STAR was a. unilateral 
amphibious operation with command relationships in accordance with 
NWP-22(A). During Phase I, OPOON ot the SLF was passed to CG III HAl". 
at 24l600H April 1967. CG.!I! MAF pas~ed OPCON to .3rd }~ine Division, 
who in turn passed it 1;.0 3rd Marines at 261200H April 1967. 

d. Supporting Arms 0 

(1) The concept tor the. employment of supporting' arms for the 
initial landing in BEACON· STAR Phase I was unique from tha.t employed on 
previous SLF operations 0 On this operation rnax::lmum tactical surprise 
was achieved. The helicopterborne assault wayes were launched trom the 
LPH approximately 15 miles to sea, out ot sight ot land. The landing 
zone prep was on call with a TAO (A) and twe fixed wing aircraft on 
station. . The NGF support ship was also out ot sight of land and att~r 
the first helo assaUlt wave landed the NGF support ship then proceeded ~ 
to the aSSigned fire support area, prepared.to provide additional tire 
suppor~. 

(2) Oontrol and coordination of supporting arms were passed 
ashore at 1600 on 24 April 19670 The SLF FSC.moved a~~ore. and set up 
with the BLT FSCO. Upon order to displace to Khe Sanh, the FSe moved 
~th the ,battalion OP and upon arrival. was made available to the SOP Khe 
Sa.$ for assignment as the FSe at tha~ headquarters. 

e. Logistics 

(1) Prior to commencement of Operation BEACON STAR Phase I, 
liaison was established with CG Third Mar~e Division, Force LoSistlc 
Support Group flArt, and the CO 4th Marines, to coordinate 19,9istical 
support requirements" Logist:i0 aUFPJI't during Phase I was provided 
entirely from the assets of the SIt. All. supplies were delivered 41.­
rectly to units ashore by direct support heloa assigned to the SLF. 

. (2) Beginning on D plUB 4~ Classes I, III and V supplies were 
to have been provided by for~es ashore from in-country assets located 
at the LSA controlled by the 4th Marines. However I BEACON STAR Phase I 
was terminated on D plus 4& 
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(.3). During the four day per'iod$ a.pprox:ima.te~ 49 short tons of 
supplies were protided from ARG shipping. Of total supplies expended, 

.22 short tons consisted of Class V Ammunition, the greatest portion of 
which was supplied to the landing force on D plus 1 to fill basic al­
lowance shortages. Logi:stic support to the BLT was adeq\1Ate aDd reepon-
81ft to--reqUirements. 

f. Communications 

(1) Raclio communications during Phase I were very sa.tisfactor:. 
FrequeJ1C7 assignments were simplif'ied since the BLT did nqt require an __ 
ext"nsi .. e Jlll18l)ep of air-ground. compatible frequencies t~O.O KOS to 51.9 
~S}OIl the tactical eircuits. Prior to the operation$ BliT 2/.3 was 
instructed to activate immediately the Landing Zone Control Net and to 
establish caaaunications whenever a helicopter a.pproached the compan;y 
positiOJUl. This pi"oc.edure greatly r~uced the requirement for frequen­
ies in a specUic range and has allowed for greater flexibility in the 
acquisition and assignment of VHF frequencies. 

(2) Little dirficulty was encountered in the installation and 
operation or radio rel.ay. However the TCC-.3 (Mu.ltiplex Equipnent) wa.s 
not -operating at peak ef.ficiency; it did not indica.te a definite mal­
.function-Other than weak transmit and receive signals, which were at-::­
tributed to other factors. These difficulties did not prevent the 
complete installation of a radio relay system into .3rdMarine Division 
OP. 

g. SpeCial. Augmentation. 

(1) The SLF was augmented by two armed UHIE helicopter •• The 
value of "the armed UHIE helicopter for troop and med.evac •• cart.. sup­
pressive fires. and other support missions has been clearli demonstrated 
in previous operationa and was confirmed duri:ng this opera.tion. 

... 1 

(:2) Effective employment of HUIE helicopters requires adequate 
briefing o.f pilots. Two armed and. two unarmed UHIE helicopters were 
requested to arrive on board the LPH the evening of D-l for braering _ 
on -Ulployaent during the operation (C'l'G 76.5 messase 20l400ZApril 1907). 
Th~ two armed UHIE helicopt.ers did not arrive until five minutes prior to 
the scheciuled L-Ho~ on D-DaYe 'l'here'quirement to thorou&h.l¥ brief the 
pilots de+ayedL-Hour for 'one hour. 

tH '!'he SLF also requires the unarmed UHIE hel1copt,r tor com­
mand" am' control, TAOg and TAC(A). The use of a CH-46 for -cOlDIJIQ.nd a.~ 
control missions is con::sidered a mald.eployment o.f transport helicopters. 
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h. Civic Action. we to the shor', dUX'ation of Pha.se 1: ~nd upon 
the recommenda.tion of G-5,Jrd Marine Division, no civic a.ction program 
was conducted .. 

1. .psychologiCal Qperation.!3.. Psychological operations were con­
ducted by the SLF. Troop units were disciplined and well-behaved" re­
specting the rights and properties of the populace. Two Beach Jumper 
Teams, eac~ consisting of one officer and four enlisted, went ashore on 
D-Day with the two assault companieso The teams, equipped with 'a port­
able loudspeaker system and 'accompanied by an ARVN iLterpreter, made 
live broadcasts in the .villages of Uai ,1.oc, Ke Mon, and Vinh Xuoug to 
approximately 1200 people 9 The broadcasts announced curfew regulations, 
told the villagers of Dai L,oe that a 6Om,m mortar rigged with a surprise 
firing device was destroyed for their_protection, and warned villagers 
to turn in weapons and Viet Congo Approximately 300,000 leaflets w~re 
released ove--,'" a four day period, varying from Chieu Hoi (open a.;rms) to 
warning of our overwhelming firepower. 

>, ,. 

j.;Readiness of the SLF 

(1) The SLF is embarked upon SEVENTHFLT shipping, prepared to 
fullfill any amphibious corrtingency which may arise within the SEVENTHFLT 
area of responsibility~' Continuous emphasiS ,has been placed on training, 
personnel, supply and eqUlpment readiness o 

(2) This readiness posture was clearly demonstrated in the 
planning and execution of Operation BEACON STAA.. BLT 2;3 was embarked 
for the first time upon ARG shipping on 14 April 1967. On 16 April the 
.3LF commenced Exercis,e HILLTOP VII on Okinawa. Upon receipt of CTF 76 
message directing g{Lckload, the BLT was immediately withdrawn. On 17 
April 1967 the ARG/SLF got underway and at 2008001 April 1967 was in 
position off northern ICTZ, less than 79 hours after receipt of CTF 76 
message. In the meantime, CTG 79 .• 5 and representatives ,of CTG 76.5 

. had departed Kadena AFB, Oldr4wa, and arrived Da Nang, Vietnam, and 
completed planning by 2~pr67. . 

(3) The responsiveness of the SLF was further demonstrated by 
the rapid repOSitioning of the 2nd Battalio~Jrci Marines (-) (rein) from 
Thua Thien Province to Khe $anh in northern Quang Tri Province. At 
260830H April 1967, CTG 79.5 received a warning order from CG,3rd Marine 
Division to move elements of B~T 2/3 (Co~nd Group Alpha, 3 rifle com­
panies,and 8l.m!n mortar platoon) by air to Khe Sarih. Movement commenced 
immediately by belolift ~o Phu Bai and by KC-130 aircraft from Phu Bai 
to KheSanho At 261430HAprif 1967, 2/3 moved out to attack Hill,8bl. 
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PAR'l n: COMBA'!' AFTER ACTION REPORT. OPERATIO~ BEACON STAR PHASE II 

lrap Reference: Vietnam.~ A!6 Series L70"].4 l:50~OOO~' Sheets 6342 I, 11_ 
m and IV. -' 

l. Operation BEACON S~AR Phase I concluded with the movement ~ 2nd 
Battalion 3rd Marine~ (-) (rein) to Khe Sanh by air. Phase II commenced 
at 2624000 April 19€rt. 

2. During Operation BEACON STAR Phase II, OPC9N of the 2nd Battalion 
J~lfarines ,(-) (Rein) was paBsed--to CO Jrd Ha.rines. dea:igna.t.edaa SOP 
3rd Ma.r~e Division/ItI KAF Rep Khe Sanh (SOP Khe Sanh). The battalion 
couiucted search am clear operations northwest of Khe SaM. An esti­
mated !IVA regiment p0iaed tor an attack on Khe Sanh had been engaged 

. by Marine Wlitaon Ji:Ul .86J. to the north of Khe Sa.nh. When additional 
forces wet:te req,u,1.red. the SI.F battalion was lIlOved toKhe Sanh. 'rhe 
battal1.on seized. alld defended critical terrain t.o the north of Khe Sanh 

~ . (Hill 86~ and.~ &U .) and conducted'lonS range com~ .i .. patrols. 
: In addition. at. the cQI'DIlenceJDent of Ph&se II members of the SIP Hs&d­
qua.rters a.l1glIIellted, the ata.t1' of SOP Khe Sanh. The rapid reaction 01' 
the batt&l1an and the resource1'ulness of the'SLF Staff played a signi:t'­
ica.nt ro;te in preventing an attack on Khe Sanh and. infllctiIla heavy 

~ ca.st\&lties On .first line. WA forces. 

J. Intelligence 

a. Terrain. 

(1) General. From t.he west» the mountains run along a north­
west-southeast access which is coincidental with the general. alignment 
of the Laotian border and the eastern coast. The Khe Sanh.a.rea. is made 
up of rolling plains, with local reliefs upland less than 500 meters 

« 1 

and deep valleys flanked by high reliefs and graduating north into hills 
of loess than 1000 meters. Elephant grass grows to a height of five to 
ten feet on hilltops and slopes 0 Dense vegetation is found on the 
lower,slopes and ravine~. 

b •. Egpgr Situation. 

(l) Compos1tion~ 

(a) ~. Enemy ground units in the objective area have 
been identified as~th and 8th Battalicns of the 95th Regiment, 
325th Division (NVA). This division was not listed in the cunent Peri­
odic Intelligence Report of TIl MAF. A prisorter indicated that the 18th 
Regiment was so badly mauled it withCirew to iUI base in Laos. 
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(1) 95th Regiment, 325th Division (NVA) (95th Regiment relieved 
Location: Vicinity XD7944 18th Regiment on 2 May 1967) 

(2) 18th Regiment, 325th Division (NVA) 
Location: Vic3-nity XJJ724l±_ 

d. The above units were equipped with 60mm mortars, 82mm mortars, 
76mm recoilless rifles!J sniper rifles 9 automatic weapons 'and small arms. 

e. Ene;my Contact. 

(1) Phase II was characterized by contact with an enemw who 
fought tenaciously from well constructed bunkers and camouflaged trenches, 
spider holes and tunnels o On 27, 28, and 29 April, the battalion re­
ceived 60rrnn and 82mm mortar fire and periodic small arms fire. On 30 
April, E/2/3 and H/2/3 engaged enemw platoon s~ze units, inflicting 
heavy casualties. On:3 May, E/2/3 made contact with an estimated two 
I~A companies, employing 'automatic weapons, grenades, small arms fire 
and 60rrnn and 82mm mortars ... 3 wounded enemy were captUl?edo On 5 May 
an AO observed one NVA waving a white flag at XD 786460; a CH-46 hol-

o icopter from HMM 164.5upported by two armed UHIE helicopters landed 
and picked him up. After light contact from 6 through 10 Hay, F /2/3 
made heavy contact with an~stimate.cLo~n~.rny cQmpany G E/2/3 discovered 
203 enemy graves at XD 7464630 On 11 Mays one NVA surrendered to G/2/3 
at XJJ 7724580 

(2) Helicopter pilots reported receiving fire on 18 occasions. 
In an attempted recon extraction.!' one CH-46 received 38 hits and another 
received 48 hits, from small arms and.50 cal machine gun fir~. 

(3) Bunkers were constructed ;f logs and earth and ;;.onnectcd 
with trenches and fighting holeso Sleeping bunkers were located in ra­
vines and on reverse slopes o Surprise firing devices on abandoned bunk­
ers were rigged with two Chicom grendades tied across the front of the 
entrance. 

(4) The enemy delivered aGcurate smaJJ. arms and $niper fire. 
They extensively employed a. sniper version of_the SQviet 7 0 62 rifle 
MJ..891/30 equipped. with a .3 05 power telescope. They were selective in 
their targets and concentrate~ on unit leaders~ radio operators, machine 
gunners and other crew-served weapons personnel. 

(5) During Phase II.!' 469 enemy were killed (body count), 1.34 
enemy were killed (probable).!' and four NVA prisoners were captured and 
one rallier detained o 
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4. "Son. 'fh~ mesion was to conduct aearch and clear operations 
in the high ground northwest of Khe Sanh to prevent an attack on Khe 
Sanh and to destroy ene.my forces and installationa. 

, •. Concept or Opsrationa. The concept of operations for Phase II 
. called for the repositioiling of 2nd Battalion,Jrd lrarinea (-) (Rein) 
fram Huong Dien Di.,trlct,"thua Thien Province. to Khe Sanh, north­
western Quang Tri ProTince. 2nd Battalion ... Jrd Marines then conducted 
offensive operations as part of forces already in contact with an es­
tiDlated enemy regiment in the area northwest of Khe Sanh. Hembers of 
the SIP Headquarters. &lJ&IIlented the statf of SO~,Jrd lfarine Division/ 
lIIHAF Rep.Khe Sanh.· "HMM ~64 provided additional helicopter .upport. 
Max:i.arum reli.a.nce was placed upon all supporting arms, particularlY' 
close a.P- support. 

6. Execution. 

a. Operation BEACON 8'+AR Phase II vp exe,cuted in accordance with 
3rd Karine D1vision Warning Order dated aQ8JOH April ~967 and subse­
quept trag orders. 

. I 

b~ Upon receipt of Jrd lfarine Division Warning Order, ~nd 
Group Alpha, thr6e rifle compa.n1es, and the Slmm mortar platoon were 
moved trom'the LZs in the Phase I area of operations to Phu B&1 by 
helicopters and from Phu Bai. to· Kbe Sanh by KO-130 fixed wiJlg air­
cra!t •. The battalion repelled a major enemy att.ak.. ..ised HUla 801 
and 88lJf .. am conducted lOD8 range cOapa.tV"-8izec"t Pl.tro~s. Beav.r 
casualties : .. ere inflicted on the enemy, fortifications were deatl"O)red, 
and materiel captured. 

c. At 10l700H Kay 1967, CTG 79.5 was notified that relief at 2m 
BattallonaJrd Karines by another battalion would cOIIIIlence II Mq 1.967. 
Sin~ witlldr.wal was to be conducted expeditiously and involved move­
ment over-; a. c9nsiderable distance, CG, Jrd Harihe DiViSion, CATF, and 
CLF, agreed that the move would be a.dministrative~ And since with­
drawal 'was through, an area where in-count.ry forces oontrolled and co­
ordinated all, supporting arms, it wa5 also agreed that the SLF would 
remain unde1" OPCON ot CG 3rd Marine Division. Withdrawal was by he1o­
li(t 1:.0 Klje Sanh, by KC-130 to Dong Ha, and. by: lan:ling cratt to ARG 
shipping. On complet.ion backloadir.g, 'CG,. 3rd Marine Division rhopned 
SLF to CGt II-I' MAF, and CG, III MAF further chopped SLF to CAn" 
effective'121800H May 1967. At this time the SLF was reconsi.tituted 
and Opera:tion BEACON STAR wlis termina.ted. ' 

7. Results. (See enclosures (2) th.~.~ough (4). 

8. CommaMer's A:.nal.zsis. This analysis is limited to operations during 
Phase II. ' 
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a o Planning 

(1) As operations during Phase I proceeded, CTG 79.5 main­
tained close and cOFtinuous contact with CG"Jrd Marine Division by daily 
staff visits to Phu Bai. linen the requirement arose for ~omm.itment of 
the 2nd Battalion,Jrd, Marir..o..> (-) (Rein) ir", the Khe Sanh area, CTG 79.5 
conferred with CG,Jrd l-!arine Division and CO,3rd Marines for the expedi~ 
tious'movement of the battalion. 

(2) Due to the rapidly changing situation in the Khe Sanh 
area, the pla.nning period for Phase II was extremely limited. However, 
since the concept for Phase I required the SLF to maintain a readiness 
posture to support Operat.ion SH.'-VJNEE the rapid repositioning of the 
battalion presented no problem. 

(3 ) Plans 1'lere also made to augment the staff of SOP Khe Sanh 
with personnel from SLF Headquarters. This-facilitated close and ef­
fective coordination and planning. 

b. Intelligence 

(1) P1anni~. Prior to Phase II, current OOB and maps were 
obtained from G-2,3rd Marine DiviSion and arrangements made for daily 
intelligence- sun:lrl1aries. Initial intelligence WaS that units of an 
unknown NVA Division had inflicted heavy casualties on Marine units' 
northwest of Khe Sanh. 'S-2,SOP Rep Khe Sanh provided the location 
of contacts and an overlay of trails in the area. S-2,3rd Battalion, 
3rd Marines provided on~the-spot intelligence. 

(2) Intelligence Net. 'Hhen the battalion WaS con:rrnitted to the 
Khe Sanh area, SOP,3rd Marine DiVision/III MAF Rep Khe Sanh provided 
the intelligence section with a PRG=25 _radi()--!- Thl'lTa.diQuetted with 
the SOP Khe Sanh Rep S-2, effectively establiShing an Intelligence Net. 
Since the BLT Tactical Net bears heavy traffic during an engagement, 
intelligence info1mation is often subordinat,ed to priority traffic. 
This net proved invaluable in the rapid transmission of' data and intell­
igence between the BLT CP and SOP Khe Sanh OP. ¥ example is the pro(;­
essing of information obtained from a prisoner who gave a regimental 
OP location. WiU.in one hour after capture and within fifteen minutes 
at.'ter the prisoner revealedLhe location, all~air strike was directed 
against the tc;u-get, revealing an extensive turu'1el systemo 

c. Command RelationshiEs. At ?,c,"! 200H APril 1967 CG .3rd Marine 
Division passed OPCON of 2nd Battalion,3rd Marines (-~ (Rein) to CO, 
3rd Marines CCG Jrd Marine Division message 260655Z April 1967). At 
271400H April 1961 OPCQ1Ir of B Battery lIst Bat ta1i,onjl 12th Harines was 
passed to CO, 12th ¥~rines (CTG 79.5 270347Z April 1967). For with­
drawal refer paragraph 6.e. 
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d. Supporting kms. On,26 April 1967 the SLF Fire Support. coor­
dinatOr was assigned to the FSGG at Khe Sanh. Fire support for two 
lIarine bat.tall.ollll, a Special. Forces Unit., aul a GAC U~t wass':lpplied. 
b.J aircraft. ,from t.he 1st. Marine Air Wing, -2-105mmhoWitzer batteries, 
a plat.oon of 1551111 howitzers, and three 4.2" mortars. ,,"0 support. the 
concept; and s'cheme of maneuver J a 105 bat-teIT lias assigned in direct 
support ot e~ch Karine bat.talion wh,jJ;e the plAtoon at 155 howit.zers 
and the 4-~nmort.ars were assigned in general support ,. During this _ 
lCl-da.y operat.ion, over 20,000 artillery rounds were de1ivered in sup­
port o~t.he' combat forces while over 3 million pounds ot aviationord­
nan.oe ~e e:q,emed by close support aircraft. - Deep support targets 
were struck by-the delivery of 19 ARC Light Strikes, "72 T-N-10 Strikes, 
and S GBU ,Strikes. The combined tirepower at the. artillery and air 
support, b,oth close and deep support, was outstanding. Theclolle coor­
dination required with supporting arms proved once again the adequacy 
of our'doctrine fdrcoordination. 

e. Logistics 

(l) During Phase II, total resupply was accompli~hed by the 
!.SA,located at Khe Sanh. 

(2) Casualty evacuation ot battalion personnel was coordinated 
through t.he facilities at !{he Sanh. Casualty repo,rting tor SLF units 
was accpmplished by tpe SLF GRCe. Liaison lias established at medical 
facilit~es at Khe Sanh and Dong Ha in order to assist- :i,n expediting re-' 
ports of _casualties to the SLF CRCG located aboard the LPH. In addtion, 
]J.a,ison visit.s were made to ''All Medical Company at Phu B&1 in order to 
i~ure. current and complete accounting of;£l1' casualties. Where p08csible, 
all battalion casualties were evacuated directly to the UH tor treat­
me~J h03pitalization, and turther evacuation as required. 

t. Conununi cat iuns 

(1) It was planned to install an }ffiC-62 at Dong Ha f~ comrnuni­
catioflB . between the ship and an existing radio relay' /wire system at 
Dong Ra. However, a liaison visit revealed· that a system already ex­
isted; be~ween Doll&, Ha and the mouth ot the Ctia Viet River ani that it 
would be lJI,Ore feaSible to place the MRC-62 at that location and enter 
the existing relay system. This was considerf'ld to be the best method 
because ot the distance between the Ship and Dong Ha. 

(2) Although slow, due to the many switching centrals involved 
in placing telephone calls, radio relay was reliable and effective in 
allowing S~ representatives at !{he Sanh and Dong Ha to provide 1ntorma.tion 
for situatiol}. reports, ,spot reports ,position reports, and casualty re­
porting and other administrative information to the SLF Hea.dquarters. 
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(2) Covered voice radio communications (KY-S Hester Crypto 
System) were used extensively during Phase I and II; on ,I'd Marine Di­
vision Tactical Net, to exhange classified traffic between 3rd Harine 
Division, 8LF, and SLF representatives at Khe 8anh. 

go PSychological Operations During Phase III no civilian popula­
tion was encountered in the Khe Sanb area. Psychological operations 
were directed against organized regular NVA UP~ts6 Two Beach Jumper 
Teams were again e,mployed with the ELT. Since initial operations in 
Phase II involved heavy combat in the assatiIt and seizure o.f specific 
objectives, the teamB did not join the battalion until 5 May 1967. An 
NVA Ivho had surrendered on 5 May indicated l upon interrogation, that 
there were otherB who desired to surrender. Pre-recorded tapes provided 
by JUSPAO were broadcast trom Hill 881, with themes stressing the .futility 
of NYA war efforts and urging the NVA to 8UlTender. Apprax:.i.ma.tely 
450,000 lea.flets of various psy war t,hemes were released over tbe area 
of operations. 

h. 8+~~ Action The absence of civilian population precluded a 
civic"acuion programo 
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1st Plat (-) (Rein) 9 Co C~ 3rd SP En 
Det, LSU p For Log Cma 

• ur 

'00 E (Rein) Capt LYOll 

-

Co E 
Det? H &: S Co 

1st Sec~ Slmm Mort Plat 
FAC TIll 
Det ~ Med Plat 
Det, Intel Sec 

Det j B Btr.y (Rein)~ 1st Bn 12th Mar 
1st S~d~ let Plat (Rein)p Co A~ 3rd Engr Bn 
Det p 1st Plat (Rein)? Co Cp 3rd SP Bn 

Co F (Rein) 
Co F 
Det, H & S Co 

2nd Secp Slmm Mort Plat 
FAC Tm 
Det~ Med Plat 
Det~ Intel Sec 

Det, B Btr.y (Rein)$ 1st Bnp 12th Mar 
2nd Sqdg 1st Plat (Rein)p Co &j 3rd Engr Bn 
Det, 1st Plat (Rein)p Co Cs 3rd SP En 

Co H (Rein) 
Co H 
Det p H & S Co 

4th Sec, 8lmm Mort Plat 
FAC TIll 
Det ~ Med Plat 
Det 9 Intel Sec 

Det p B Btry (Rein)~, 1st Bnp 12th Mar 
3rd Sqd 9 1st Plat (Rein)? Co A, 3rd Engr Bn 
Det~ 1st Plat (Rein)~ Co C, 3rd SP Bn 

lo6mm RR Plat 

B Btry (-) (Rein), ,lst_ J;\n9 12th,M?-r 

3rd Plat (Rein). Co B. 1st AMTRAC En 
3rd Plat, Co B 
Det p H &: S COli lst AMTBAC lin 

2nd Plat (Rein)p Co.A.p 3rd AT Bn 
2nd Plat 9 Co A 
Deti H & S COp 3rd AT Bn 

3rd Platp Co Bo 3rd Recon Bn 

Capt SORENSON 

Capt MADODA 

2ndLt EIMS 

Capt ROSS 

2ndLt RUSH 

2ndLt L&WLER 

2ndLt CAHRlGAJl 
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2nd Plat (Rein)>> Co A. 3rd Tank En 

2nd Plat, Co A. 
Det, H & S Co? 3rd Tank Bn 

BLT Re~erve (Initially) 
Co G (Rein) 

Co G 
Det p H & S Co -_. 

,rd Sec? Blmm Mort Plat 
Det~ Med Plat 
Det p Intel Sec 

," 

2ndLi; O'NEIL 

Capt SHEEHAN 

Det9 B Btry (Rein)p 1st Ens 12th Mar 

50 Supporting Forces 

&0 The variety and quantity of supporting forces available 
during Operation BEACON STAR were those normal~ task organized to 
a ELT, and those assigned missions of general and direct support 
of a BLTo Air9 artilleryp naval gunfire~ and engineer units all 
pl8¥ed an important pari; in the exeouti91l..,Of EF4.Q,I):tf ST.A..a and, con-
tributed to the oy,!!ra).l SUC9~J'3~ of the .J2p_e~~tiono ____________ ... ______ _ 

bo Tank and anti=tank units were not employed in either phase 
of the operation due to the nature of the terrain in both operating 
areas. Amphibian traotors, LVTP~ were utilized during the ship 
to shore movement and,' ~hereifte:r;~ to di~J.ace the 10_ hQwit~er 
battery to a new firing- 'position in Phase 1. 

Co The BLT was not afforded the support of a l07mm mortar 
battery 0 The absence of this support necessitated ~ movement of 
~he l05mm howitzer battery from an LSD to an LPD to facilitate an 
ar.tiller.y ship~to-8hore movement by waterborne or helicopterborne 
means 0 This resulted in separating l05mm howitzers from their 
1jrime movers afloat and splitting firillg "battery personnel between 
two Ships. The presence of a 107mm mo:rt~ batteIY particularly 
during Phase II would bllveadded _fHUl~ec.ial>lY to the combat support 
of the battalion. Such a batter,y could haye been transported by 
~ir to KHE SANH with the forward elements~of the battalion. On 
arrival in the Phase II AO~ only one l05mm howitzer battery was 
supporting two infantry battalions. 

do The operation of the FSCC was in accordance with current 
doctrine and no unusual problems were encountered. CAS and artiller,y 
were used extensively during Phase II and the only means of resupply 
ayailable to the battalion during both phases was by helicopter. 
These two aituationa required the utmost Bupervision and coordination 
of operations wit~ the FSCC by all supporting arms representatives. 

, mmfl;~;l-··· :.·.·i. 1,'1,1:" "; 
, lWu\J~jL!::J:';,::;: '-:'. , 
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eo Each assault rifle camp~ was provide~ olose combat en-
gineer support for the destruction of fortificationso The employ­
ment of engineer suPflvrt in Phase II was particularly effective in 
the destruction of en~ reinforced bunkers and frien~ bomb duds 
which were uncovered as the battlilion moved forward in its assigned 
portion of the ACo 

f 0 Air Support", Air support was utilized in both phases of 
BEACON STARo During Phase r~ fixei wing fighter attack aircraft 
and UH~LE gunships from 1st MAW provided CAS o Rotary wing support 
was provided by I:lMM~,164 and other CH~468 and H~348 from 1st MAW 0 

On occasion, Axmy TIE_LEu s were utilized thrOUgh the cooperation 
of the looal ARVN adviaorso Rotary wing support during Phase I 
was considered to be adequateo CAS during this phase was readily 
availableg accurate and timely 0 Turing Phase II9 GAS was provided 
by 1st MAW and Air Force squadrons vhicnprovided. both fhed wing 
and UH-lE gunships. CAS was used extensively during this phase due 
to the large number of targets which l~ed themselves to this type 
of support. CAS was high~ effective and contributed immeasurably 
to the success of Phase II. Oontrol of CAS during this phase was 
provided ~~the battalion ALO~ FAC Teams attached to rifle companies 
and TAO (A). The consistent on station availability of the TAO (A) 
provided the battalionliith timely target intelligence which enallled 
it to aohedule effective preparation fires against known and suspected 
enemy positions. The battalion utili~ed"flare ships extensively dur­
ing the hours of darkness 0 The employmell-t: of C=47 Vulcan Mini-gtms 
(Spooky) on known and suspected enemy positions proved to be highly 
suocessful on two occasions. 

Helicopter support was adequate in both phases. The ship to 
shore helicopterborne movement during Phase I went smoothly. How-

II 
ever? the withdrawal of helos on J2±.!. and .llil. in support of Opera­
t:i.on SHAWNEE~ materially hampered mobility and the withdrawal of two 
companies (~) from engagement with the enemy~ when the battalion 
(-) Was ordered to another AO to oommenoe Phase IIp was executed 
rather slowly due to the limited availability of CH~46vso Heli-
copters were the .only ll1~ans _ of logi~"t;ics ...lJ\1PP<>J:'.t..clur:\.!!B' .. b{)1;ll'pha./!es ___ . 
of BEACON STAR. This support was oonaidered to be excellent par­
ticularly in view of the wide separation of the supported un1ts 9 

the limited number of helicopters aTailable9 and the timely coor= 
dination which had to be maintained among supporting armso 

Communications WaB satisfactory in general. During Phase Is 
no communication problems arose in ~onjunction with air supporto 

During Phase II? a heavy volume of traffic was passed on both the 
TAR and TAD netso Due to the unavailability of a 1Z Control Nets 
the TAR net was used by ground units to Uiteot, resupply helioopters 
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to their pOSitiOllSol"'Tue:-COimriumcatj_on ~ll~.i.8.t;;_on was_ further canpli.::'., __ 
oated by the tact _-ullii.bQ Jlattal:one utilized the same TAR and TAD 
netsc The initial confusion w~ch arose from this complex situation 
was alleviated to a certain degree by the excellent ooordination of 
the Command Group Ivcated at KEN SANH. 

go Artillery 

(1) Phase 10 "Bu Btry (=) (Rein)p 1st Bn~ 12th Mar landed 
on Ik~ by LVTP=5 in direQt support of BLT 2/30 Initial supp~ of 
,ammunition carried ashore in LVWs was adequate to support operations 
Rshore¢ LVTs were used as prime movers for the batte~ when it 
displaced to a new firing PQsitLWL to_suflJort operation further in­
land. All missions fired in support of ground units were on call 
in compliance with standare rules of eDgagement .. 

(2) Phase Ilo On arrival in the Phase II A0 9 2nd Battalion 
(-) (Rein)~ 3rd Marines was initially supported by !IF" Btry~ 2nd Bn9 
12th Mar. liBn Btry~ 1st En? 12th Mar arrived at KHE SANE and was 

CHOPPED OPCON to the 12th Marines 211400H. As combat support forces 
built up in KHE SANHll ttFII Btryll 2nd Bn~ 12th Mar was reinforced with 
iwo 155nml howi tzera and_three 4o.2mm mortars:· III addi tion~ the 
battalion received reinforcing l75mm fires from ~ units located 
at GIO LINIIo All units pro-v-ided accurate and timely preparation 
fires in support of advancing ground unitso Harrasaing and inter­
dicting fires were used extensive~ along likelY avenues of approach 
and along suspected routes of enemy rE?ti:r;ement.l':~l?orted by TAC (A) .. 
Counter-mortar fire- ~st en~ 6lmni' arur Simm:-mortar' fire direct ed 
against the battalion proved to be highly successful on two par­
ticular occasions. There were three oQcasions when the battalion 
received friendly artillery fire in or near its positions from "short 
rounds". These incidents were investigated and were found to be the 
result of faulty ammunition. Overall p the support rendered by all 
artillery units was considered to be excellent. 

ho Naval Gunfire Support i 

(1) Phase 10 . Naval Gunfire aUJmID:'t was provided by OTG u,/ 
70.8 during this uphaseu:-No LZ preparation or beach neutralization 
missions were fired; however~ this support was available on call. 
The same situation which applied to artillery support during this 
phase waS applioable to naval gunfire. Strict adherence to the 
rules of engagement was paramount;. 

(2) Phase 110 No naval gunfire support was utilized duri~ 
Phase II due to the inland dista.nce of the AO from fire support areas. 

1. Recap! tulati!n of AirQ Nayal G'Wfire and Artilleu 

(1) Phase 10 Th(:' amo<ant of supporting arms employed during 
this phase was minimal due to the nature of the AOA and the fre­
quency in which the BLT made contact with the enemy 0 The presence 

,144l - 0_- .- ~--
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of a large number of villages a.nd the necessity <)f a.dhering strictly 
to the rules of engagement redooed request for on call support con­
siderably. One art111er.r mission was fired (15 rounds); one naval 
gunfire illumination mission was fired (g1 rounds and two air strikes 
were requested (8 napalm9 12 = 250 1b bombs 9 14 xoekets g 400 rounds 
of 2Omm)o 

(2) Phase 11.- A variety of &ir~ordnanQe was -droped in 
support of the battalion duringthls pnase whichmcluded 2000, 
10009 7509 500 9 and 250 1b bombs; napa,lmp rocketsg 2Cinm p and 7_62mm 
(vulcan miniguns) 0 A total of 19050 tons of air ordnance was usedo 
Artillery support included 175mm~ 155mm~ 105mm and 4.2 mortar fire 
of mixed type (HE~ WP 9 SMOKE, ILLUM) 0 A total of 9091 rounds were 
fired in support of the battaliono 

a. th and Situation = Prior to eration Beacon Star 
Phase I 
Ca) En~ Situation" The area of operation was class­

ified as a major VC stronghold and resupply areao The enemy was 
expected to move additl;onal trop]ls int()~e lowlands to collect the tit 
Spring rice harveE;l"lio _. ___ ~~ __ ~~~ ______ ~ _____________ ~~. __________ _ 

(b) Enemy Strengtho Insurgent forces committed in the 
area of operation were identified as follows: 

i. 800th Bn~ 6th Regiment 
Strengthg Approx311 
Weapons: 60mm and 82mm mortarsp 57mm Iffi, 

automatic wpns and individual 
small a.m.So 

Location: YD 602309 

ii. 802 ]n~ 6th Regiment 
Strengths Approx 400 

iii. 

iVa 

'w'eaponss 60mm and 82mm mortars~ 57mm RR~ 
automa.tic wpns and individual 
BIIJall ru:ws. 

Locations YD 558238 

8l0th Main Fc.~ce llattalion 
Strengthz Approx300 
Weapons ~ 60mm and 82mm mortars p 57mm RR~ 

automatic wpns and individual 
small a.:r:ma 0 

Locations In 6433.02 

84th Main Ferce :s-atte..lion 
Strengths Approx 493 
Weapons~ 60mm and 82mm mortars g 57mm RR, 

automatic wpns and individual 
small a.L'Il1S 0 

Location: YD 408402 
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(0) ~~<cCapabi1d-1ie_s_o .. ~ w~s gel:leral~ .anti_ci]?ated 
that the enemy would avoid contact ~ If contact was 1ni tiated bl: ____ ._«._ <_ 
the enemyhe--woUlddo< so<at his C'YIl discretion? utilizilIg all mil-
itary advantages favorable to him. He was expected to mine landing 
sones and avenues of approach in and near his installations and 
.facilitiesQ It was determined that it would be uulikely tbat the 
~n~ would defend or attack in any 8trengt~. In so doing he would 
bave to mass his troopsp thereby exposing them to friendly sup-
porting arms. 

(2) Phase II 
Ca.} EnemY Situationo As a result of stiff resistance 

encountered by other friendly forces in the operation area prior to 
arrival of 2nd Bn (-) (Rein) p 3rd Marines g it was determined that 
the en~ had infiltrated the KHE SANE ~ea in large numbers in the 
dB¥s just prior to this operation. The enemy bad fortified the 
high ground west of the airfield and apperared to be preparing for 
an attack on KHE SANRo It was learned that the enemy was rapidly 
illfiltrating troops and Bupplies into the area west of KHE SANH, 
.and by his stiffresistanc€pheindicated his intentions to retain 
li.-eritical terrain features overlooking the airfield. 

(b) EnemY Strength. Enemy forces located in the 
operational area were identified as followas 

i. 18th Regiment~ 325th Div 
. <e<Sj;rengths Unknown 

Weapons: 'i5ninl1ffi~ 82mm-~<-12omm~an(r66inm 
mortars-;-50 cal MG, and individual 
mnall arms. 

Location: Throughout objective area 
1i. 95th Regiment~ 325th Division 

Strength: Unknown. 
Weaponss Same as. above 
Location: Same as above (The 95th Reg re­

lieved the 18th Reg on 2 M~ 1967) 
(c) Enemy Capabili tiea 0 The enany was expected to 

heavily defend the.,}ligh_~oundc:l:~~J;l.t~q,>!!LYJ.UiQ,l4A3 (lIjH~PJI~q 
j"he a.rea nOI'thwest;towarq. tb,g~~ot.i..EI'!;L BorJieJ;.<L_-.l:Lwla.a..sm.j;.ij}i pated 
that he would make his defensive stand on terrain that would favor 
his purposes. He was expected to avoid massing his troopsp to any 
degreep in order to avoid making them vulnerable to friendly sup~ 
porting anilS". 

d Situation = i Oeration BEACON STAR. 
==::.....::1:..::.,0_ Phase I was characterized by light contact. 

On ~Day the waterborne landing over Red Beach and the helibQrne 
forces landing at 1Z Wren and 1Z JB¥ were unopposed. On D-~ plus 
1, Company F received heavy small arms fixe from YD 500540; Company 
~ also received 60mm mortars and small arms fire from an estimated 
~emy platoon at YD 5125180 An air strike was called resulting in 
15 enemy KIA (probable)o On D plus 29 Oompany G destroyed'l7 punji 

... <~.-
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1.:. YD 517535 and Compe.I\7 H d •• tro'ye~ 20 p=,ji pite at ~ 
514478. On D plus ) COlli.pany E app.t'-:-hended one detainee a.t yn 
5295520 On D plus, and D plus 4 units continued to receive light 
small arms firee D'..l.ring withdrawal on D plus 4v Company H was in 
contact with an estimated en~ platoo~a Due to the priority of 
the mission at KHE SANHp contact wa.s broken. On D plua 4 an enemy 
mine was det<:ll1a.~,~~l1t YD 516418resuitiDiin Oliefrie:rldly KIA in 
Company H. Helicopter pilots reported receiving small BXmS fire 
on 11 occasions p but no hits we.re rec':>rded. There were 23 enemy 
KIA (probable)p and 50 detainees were interrogated~ resulting in 
2 detainees being sent to the 3rd Marine DiTision CF for further 
interrogation. -, ,~, "- ,-

(2) Phase 110 On 26 April 196"[2nd Bn (-) (Rein), 3rd 
Marines was air lifted from PHU B.A! to KBFi SANtI; 'night defenses 
were established at XD 812431 with no enemy contact. On 27 April 
19679 the battalion remained in defensive positions at XD 812431 
while Hill 861 was prepped by air and artillery fire. On 28 April 
1967, after Regimental Objective 1 (Hill 861) was secured, Company 
E received 23 rounds of 82mm mortar from-the vicinity of XD 799499 
and destroyed 2 bunkers at Xl) 797435. On 29 April 1967 Oompany G 
found 100 fighting holes on Hill 861 viotnity Xl) 8044439 one enemy 
KIA was reported and 25 bunke.rs were destroyed in vicinity of Rill 
861 (xn 803443). On ,0 April 1961 Comp~ H engaged an en~ pla­
toon at XD 793446 9 armed wHh automat,ic weapons; 8lmm mortars, 
artillery and air strikes were ¢alled resulting in 28 enemy KIA 
(confirmed) and 15 enemy KIA (probable). Company E reoeived 
fire from enemy in trenches at Xl) 7804519 returned fire with small 
arms, automatio weapons~ mortars and artillery resulting in 17 
enemy KIA (confirmed) and 45 enemy KIA (probable). On 1 May 1967 
Company G secured Battalion Objectives I and 2 with negative con­
tact? destroying extensive bunker system at XD 785460. Company E 
received heavy small arms and enemy broke contact. Battalion OP 
and Company F reoeived-heavy small arms and 6Ommmortax fire from 
XD 778451; artillery fixe called with unknown results. Company G 
xeceived heavy weapons and small arms fire from an estimated enemy ~ 

squad in bunker at XD 778460; oalled artjllery on enemy positions. .., 
On 3 M~967p Company E made contaot with estimated two enemy 
companies employing automatic weapons 9 grenades 9 small arms and 
mortars. Air and artillery was called on enemy positions result-
ing in 84 enemy KIA (confirmed)~ 70 enemy KIA (probable) and 3 
POW's. Air strikes called on trenches and tunnel complex at XD 
784446 resulted in 3 secondary explosionso On 4 May 1967 Company 
E engaged a pIa teen sig;g uni,t_l'l.'LXll--.78644f.i .,_~E?M. employed small 
arms? automatic weapons and hand grenadesa Company E returned 
fire with small arms and automatic weapons resulting in 16 en~ 
KIA (confirmed) and )0 enemy KIA (probable) Company H~ during 
sweep at XD 785445$ discovered 8enamy KIA. On 5 May 1967~ TAO 
(A) observed 1 NVA waving white flag at XD 786460. Helicopter 
picked up TvA and returned him to KHE SAllli for interrpgationo 
Company F .,received sporadiC? fire from enemy bunkers at XD 175458 9 
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bunkers were destroye.i resultj.ng in , en~ KIA. (conf;irmed}and .5 
enemy ru- (probable)o llompa!)y7:::e:.:;ervea ·Sinarr·'m"s"TTre"from"X}} 
775458 9 returned fire with amal..i !k."'mS and organio supporting 
weapons resulting in ; enemy KIA (confirmed)o On i M~ 1961~ the 
batts..lion destroyOld l~ bunkers at xn 777462 "" XD 765465. On 8 MB3 
1967 ~ Company E on aeareh a.."ld destroy mfssion discovered 3 enemy 
Kli at XD 7744660 CcmpanyF destroyed 10 bunkers at XD 770458. 
On 9 M~ 1967~ a friend~ patrol detonated a surprise firing device 
at XD 713455 resulting in 3 friendly WlAso Fifty bunkers and several 
surprise firing devices were destroyed at xn 773455" -On 10 Ma,y 1967 p 

Company F received heavy small arms f.ireand grenades at )ill 747473 
from estimated enemy platoou. Company returned fire with automatic 
weapons~ SIllall a.rms 9 and organic: wea.pons~:resulting in 25 enemy KIA 
(confirmed) and 35 enemy KIA. (probable) 0 - Battalion OF at XD 750463 
received small arms fire from XD n64730 A squad from Company en­
gaged the enemy with small~_fLli:mL~~IlIld~ELl:'~sul tiIlK_m 6~l:lgIny 
KIA (oonfirmed). Company F discovered 203 enemy graves at XD 
75046;0 Company E made conta.'1t with oompany size unit at XD 74046,. 
Enemy employ~~ smallarms g hea!l automatic weapons and 6lmm mortar 
fUBo Company E returned fire with automatio weapons? 8lmm mortars 
and 106 BRa Enemy broke contacto On 11 Ma,y 19679 one NVA surrend­
ered to G Company at XD 7724580 Helicopj;e.r pilots reported receiv­
ing fire on 18 separate oooasionso D plus 14 two helicopters 
reoeived intense small arms and 0;0 caliber ma·)hine gun fire from 
XD 1575310 On~_heE"op~ r~\'!or.ded thirty eight hits and the other 
nelic6ptCer-recoraea J:oR;YeIg1it1ilta resultIiJg~oiie1aA and- two· .... · .... ·_-_· .. ··_· 
Wu:.~ Phase II termina.ted with no enemy contacto 

eO. of Si A,!jtiviti~ 

is 81gnifi~ant to n:>te that there vas little indi= 
cation that the !VA enemy within the obj'ective area disturbed the 
bodies of friendly deado Within few 'axceptionB~ there were no 
reports of enemy tampering withf'riendly_KlAs g weaj)oll!3il- ammunition 
or personal effectso _ 

(2) .&.8 is his oustomp the enemy thoroughly policed the 
~attle arc:& .~~.~~. c~ei . ~<:~t~h,;~·~~~~:r;'~")!""c~.,4t-s~!!c"i~p,~, ... t;iwe. . ,e. 
to accomplish this tasK~ GeneraIl.Y9 ali bodiess expended brass~ 
weaponss personal effe~ta ani other varlllateriel were recovered 
from the battle are9.o Maximum effort was given to the concealment 
of burial sites and eVBrJ attempt was made to prevent the disclosure 
of the total rrcrmber of oasualties to friend~ foroes o 

(3) Tne enemy agr~gSiTe~ defen~ed ~ertain seleoted pieces 
of terrain until he was killedo ~ reports were received that 
~en after serious injury9 the NVA ragular would continue to resist. 
He freq'u.ently o.1oupiedliving btiiikers and fighting holes and had to 
be overwhelmed · ... i tb small arms and grenades lh"l1:.il he ceased to 
resist 0 A oonaervative estimate would pla"e the use of the Ru_§sian 
Model 1891 NAGENT Sniper Rifle at one oui; of 97ery fout' weapbns 
used to defend certain objeetives witr.:in the Bn Se~toro The enemyis 
tactic was to wait in his PQsition (usually just inside a woodline 
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or in elephant grass at-the mill tary crest) until the .friendly 
assault wave was within 25 metersg then open up with sniper rilles 
and automatic weapons at point blank range. Moat of the friendly 
KIA's were gunshot wounds in the head and cheat. By using these 
tactios, the enemy presented a tar~et that was difficult to see and 
extremely hard to hit with Billall arms fire. Grenades were rela­
tively ineffective unless they were thrown directly in t he hole or 
bunker with the enemyo The NVA would also, on occasion» open on 
friendly troops with sporadic sniper fire in an attempt to lure the 
frien~ unit into an ambusho There was an indication in one case 
that the enemy, after having observed the forward elements of the 
friendly assault wave~ moved from Hill 881 to previously prepared 
holes to intercept our fcrces on terrain that was more favorable 
to his defense. It would appear that the enemy prepared several 
defensive positions in order to have an option when our assault 
wave revealed its direotion of attacko 

(4) An incident of theenemyp)"gQ~ng a Uo So 1126 grenade in 
the head wound of a friendly KIA was revealed when the body reached 
the U o S~ So PRINCETOND Medical personnel found a. pull string leading 
from the pin on the grenade and after investigation, successfu1~ 
removed the grenade. This was one of the few reports of the enemy 
t~per~ with Marine dead. -

(5) The en~ was well nourished and well equipped. ae 
appeared to be somewhat larger in stature than the average Vietnamese 
male9 as is characteristic of the NVA. He was well supplied with 
arms and ammunition and appeared to havesuffioient food and oloth­
ingo He wore no helmet and was dressed in a canvas shoe with rubber 
Boles (similiar to a high top tennia shoe) 0 Water was available to 
the en~ from the maqy mountain streams located in the objective 
area, which were clean and free from pollutionG Ammunition, both 
high explosive and small arms~ was clean and in new oondition. 
Mortar fuzes'were packed in vacuum packed cans and were of the point 
detonating variety 0 Two 75mm recoilless rifle rounds (CHlCOM manu­
facture) were found at XD 7864520 These two rounds were of very-goad 
qual! ty and closely resembled US rounds of the same caliber. CIDeOM 
reproductions of Russian hand grenades were found in ,small quanti­
ties. 

(6) The objective area was interlaced with an extensive 
trail network that had obviously been used frequently. In most 
oases the trails were narrow (less than one meter wide) but one 
trail two to three meters in width ran from Hill 861 northwest to­
ward the Laotian border for an undetermined distance. 

(7) In every instance the NVA bodiE)~ disoQv_~~d wereatrip­
ped by Eno personnel~ including the shoeS;- in an effort to disclose 
intelligence materialo Packs and personal equipment were also 
searched. -

(8) Echo company reported that during the enemy attack of 
3 M~ 19679 the NVA had to be shot from trees within the company 
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~er. It wJ'a1~~~:o~Ct~~:lie en""Y _s observed thro,,~_ 

.:1ng 1iand. grenadeS-on-MarIne woundedo lnatances were recorded of 
'the NYA calling for a Corpsman in English in an attempt to locate 
and kill our medical personnelo 

(9) On occasion9 the en~ was heard on battalion radio 
,frequencies~ but it is felt that this ~ coincidental and not an 
~tive attempt to monitor our netso 

(10) The demolition material found was of good quality and 
well designedo Non-electric blasting caps ~esembled the US Corps 
of Engineer special #8 non~electric cap~ The electric caps were 
shorter and apparently less powerful than the US type. Demolition 
blocks were cast TNT in t pound blockso One oylindrical oardboard 
aontainer was found to contain flaked TNT. There was some indioation 
that at least partial assembly of hand grenades took place in the 
.fieldp by the presence of extra grenade fuzes and grenade filler 
blocks of cast TNT found in captured materials. There was little 
effort on the part of the NVA to install surprise firing devices. 
When they were used~ they usually consisted of two ORICOM grenades 
wi th instantaneous pull friction fuzes joined by a trip wire_L____ _ __ 
These were norma~N" fO,lWd !lt~4.~."E.1tJ.1:;~~ ;:liP J~J;W;~~;!;'!h ,a.,nd appel3.red 
to have been set prior to withdrawal by the enemy. 

(11) Bunkers were usually rectangular in shape with an "L" 
type entranoe. Many were found to contain false floors p under whioh was 
concealed grenades, mortar rounds, ammo etc. The false floors were 
usually located near the narrow_",a1:l: opposi~e the entrance endof 
the bunkero Fl~ors ~ere made of bamboo strips to place the oocu-
panta above any- water seepage into the bunker. Roofs were made of 
logs and dirt, and were generally from one to three feet thick. 
Bunkers and fighting holes were almost all consturcted to identical 
fSpecificationso .. 

(12) Medical supplies captured were small in quantity and 
of poor qua11tyo Medical evacuation for enemy wounded necessitated 
~ong treks over mountainous terrain into LAOS g a distance of some 
10-15 miles. It is believed that the NYA burn some of their 
~ounded who cannot make the tripo This was evidenced by four charred 
~keletons found at XD ~08434. Each of the bo~es contained a single US 
l:tand grenade (burneduQlit)j[ithill._:t.bJL.ek~Le __ tono It is assumed that a. 
volatile fluid was poured over the bodies and then the grenades were 
used to ignite them. 

(13) There was some indication that elephants were being 
used by the NVA to oarry heavy loads in the battalion objective 
area. Reports were received of the Sighting of elephant tracks and 
dung in the area. 

(14) No major communication equiPment of ~ sort was cap­
tured during the operation. Two strand ~lectric wire was found on 
nIl 8619 this would indicate a possible land line system between 
bunkers and trenches. 
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(15) It is significant to note that there were no reports 
of NVA officers, either among the. KIAs or prisoners. Several NCOs 
were found among the deado It is felt that the NVA gave partic­
lar attention to the disposal of offlcer's bodies if they existed. 

(16) Interrogation of prisoners and ralliers J when handled 
by qualified ITT personne19 produced some intelligence of immediate 
tactical value. 

(17) Night helicopter operations were seriouB~ hampered by 
low clouds and fog after 1700 in the evening. The early morning 
ho~s were characterized by a rapid droLin temperature (750 min­
imUm) ~ with a gradual buildup as middaiYapproached. Days were hot 
and humid with an average maximum temp or82° ~ with thunderstorms 
and light showe.rs in the aft ernoons and evenings 0 

(18) Several incidents were reported that the NVA were 
heard and seen to be moving in the Bn. area in the early evening 
hours. Grenades and small arms were bro-gght to bear on these move­
ments with apparent nega+,ive resu1ts~ al~hough one report was re­
ceived that blood spoors were roUnd after on such sighting. The 
enemy usually chose the evening for mortar attacks (2100 usually) 
and the early morning hours for infantry _a.ssault (0300 general~) 0 

(19) All mortar attacks were with point detonating impact 
fuzes. There were no reports of VT or time fuzing. Additionally 9 

the enemy did not use pyroteohnics or il~uminationo There were 
numerous reports of the Sighting of lights to the west of the Bn. 
posi tiono The sO'\gce oK these_JJ.Elltei was ll!l!rnown. 

(20) Several CHICOM olaymore type mines-were-found with 
command detonated fuzes (electric blasting caps fired Qy batter,y 
or magneto device). Many chicom grenades were capturedo A teet 
of the fuzes by qualified EOD personnel revealed a considerable 
variation in the burning time of the del~y elements. These grenades 
should be considered unsafe under all circumstances by friendly 
troops 0 60mm mortar increments were pa~~d in a sealed can and 
were made of a double base propellant resembling ballistiteo There 
were no re~orts of the use of mines in any fomo 

(21) Many CHICOM grenades with an instaneous fuze were found. 
These were obviously designed to be used_~8 ready made surprise 
firing devices. They resembled our US ~II fragmentation grenade 
with a pull friction fuze Q It is important to note that this grenade 

--hB.s no delay element and would cause intili::y if an attempt were made 
to tamper with it. (See en~losure (,). -

do To 0 a and Clima.te 
\1 Terrain COTeI' and Concealments 

(a) Te~in __ = Phase I. The Provinces of Quang Tri and 
Tbau Thien consist of three basi~ elements~ characteristic of much of 
North and Central Vietnam; the mountains or highland area in the 
weat p the Fiedmont or transitional hills and the coastal plains in 
the easto The costal plains in the objective area are part of a 
broad flat band of alluvial soil stretching from North Vietnam to 
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Da Nang. The pl~~[~e"if1sBecled·1)y"meandering BtreamB~e 
ditches and ii:lgooD.s Wi'th broad saridbeaches-fordini<-on «the -ea81::--' 
The area cultivation is predominantly wetland rice and 80% of the 
lowland is inundated ox moist throughout the year 0 Red Beach 
(YD 565513) was the Bo~thern portion of HIS Beach No le The 
beach was straight extending in a northeast direction and is 500 
yards long and 60 yards wideo A small village is located on the 
left flank while an iniermittani stream empties into the Gulf of 
Tonkin 250 yards on the right flank. Composition was soft sand, 
firm when wet~ and had lin average gradieIil; of 1:60. The beach was 
obstructed by a. Bandba.r-looa.tedon the left 125 yards off the beach. 
Sandbars shifted frequently and were greatly influenced by storms 
in the area. 

(b) Terrain Phase II. The ObJ eot'i va area was charact­
erized by rugged hills~ with deep ravines -and draws, interlaced with 
streams and trails. 

(c) Oover and Concealment - Phase 10 Cover and con­
cealment waS aforded tqe enemy in populaIed area.e~ < not only by the 
use of man made objeots l1 but also by interminglwg with the looal 
llopulaceo 

-=--(-d) Oover and Ooncealment - Phase 110 Cover and con­
oealment was provided by the use of fighting holes, bunkers, elephant 
grass and denae foliage throughout the objective areao 

(2) Obstacles and Oritical Terrain Features 
(a) Obstacles 

,-t-; " < I"t o· ·':ffia'se:t":-<~Iie";princ~par~'OliSta.cfes'to'foot·"'iIDd :~~."~: ~ " 
vehicular movement was the deep~ soft sand, marshy areas, hedge rows 
and inundated riceland in the objeotive areao 

110 Phase lIo Steep slopes9 and dense vegitation, 
were the prinoipal obstaoles in Phase II. Heavy rains considerably 
reduoed cross oountr.y mobilityo 

(b) Critical Terrain Features 
10 Phase I. Objectives One, Two and Three were 

thought to contain va 0 It; was necessary to search and clear these 
areas prior to moving inlando ... ~'.' ..... .. 

U-o -Phase II. Hills 861 (X]) 803443)i 881 North 
(XD 774457)~ and 881 South~ (xn 7774)8)7 proved to be very critical 
in giving the en~ ta~tioal advantage oyerlooking the KHE SANH 
Airfield. All routes of supply and infiltration could be controlled 
fram these Tantage pointao 

(3) Obaena.tiQn and Avenues of.A. roach 
a r.:aat;a.1 Plain. Observation and fields of fire in 

rice paddies and bea'~h were good to poor. Restrictions on obser­
vation included 9 hedger\nf8~ tree stands$ ditche8~ and the height 
of rice planto A,venues <of approach inoluded streams\) dikes\) and 
trails. 

(b) Mountainous .Area (REE SANR)o ObserVation was 
excellent except in dense areas; avenues of approach included 
trailsp draws and streams. _7 . ""',--., .. ~ < 

~~~c:~~+.IcJYIgg~HA~jiT 
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:',' ""~""i";'T,"' TaT, '}~~k '.' 'l'he obje~tive ar~wa.p .in th(i, ~&nsi" 
tio~ s~e, Qe1;w.e~ri, ,tfl& Mrtheast - ~ul;hwest monsoon U6&SQn.& • 
.Ap~llj .~fl,- t.4~pex:io.a oJ:,l.f.&~t clouair.ess, ~r.est ,ceil~ andB'Oorl 

,~'Yi~;tbJ;~~.ti." i'Jit:'z;e, ~:ere Ijgr.t rb.in ~c .. e:t:s in the £.fte~aut 
,early even;i,;pg. Tm}::tc:!B.tl.i-e in the opera.ting aree. :ral)£oo frOJl 11 
~~e'~Jniniffiun:. to b!; ~tpE-es [',a;xi~Ul~-'. we~.thH haC. little 4\t".vers€ 

'erf'~ct' on the 0:t'ez;a:;icn of helico·,~te:c5. . 
, .' , , '. . ,(b) ?r~..l1.. 'l'he WE!athE:::' d.uring the perio.6 ,libe gen­
er~iy ftP-i with 1m1 c1o-. .. c.'s, Ijght shove..:'s in the ai'tErnoon an-d 
eveniDewith one t:'Ul1CErstc:.:';;: l'e: cirte(~ tc h;Wf hal.. winds of lIU 
~·:,;-:.otf'., .Orolmd fo. <nd. 10',; c·:.(',.'.: iIl'"~:€, r-j.;tlJ.:,:lC.s \,E.ft of :'.;\:'. ~:J,t';:_ 

~i:~;~l~!!~erfi(1the' usc 0t:".:J?§'4.Qop~~bE.)'t·;.e€;n 1~tK);.-.u.. ~m.;'f;:ven­
ing alii. Oi.~OJ. Visi hility \·,"o.s m!:':'Ef:t:cictec' OCI:.}.t c·\I:i:'ir;. the J(:~'i()d 
mG1l:1:.1op.,d. above. 'l'he temperb.tul:'€ in tl'!e ol.·€:rati11£ are&. r£tlgE.d from 
'75 df:gi:ees minimum to a 82 degrees DlhXinn,ull. 

d~ ~fl9bplottiCal ·warfare Effort!> ' 
Pb&se L .in armed Fropaganda tean of tvo IIlG joilled 

HotelC,?R.lpan,y on the 23rd of Jipril me, rem.aL ned until the BLT was 
mbVed ~~o'~~uBai. The t!':P1'n .;H utilbed to guide tyO pa;~rpls in 
the ~'Ol>jeoUy~ ares v;ith lir;j.tca. rf;sults. It is felt that due to the 
short duration of thei:t' st~.y anel 1.wk of familiarity vith the area, 
the usel"ullness of the Af'l' ca.nnot be e.ccurately eve! ut:.tf!d. 

(2}Phase II" 7hrough the use of airbo~e recordings. 
lea£lets, anc. beach .iuz,pE-r "-1nits e.ttached to infantry elEment •• it 
is l'eltCthat some of the l,VA E'ne.il,.) were persuaded tprall¥ tQ our 
forCES. Information was received that mere NVA desired to come over 
but wet'e fearful of th€ir political cadre. 

7. Mission 

a. £1.::;<,£_:~. . j L :,: r, ;"':.cts he,lico.iJterborne and waterborne 
assal1lt intc L::;"'1(\jnr /onp. ,':y .. J '.:L'U' ilI:6. over .i\ed Beac.h; on 
order seiZE.::' JJ~,~"(L, ., t.: Ct, ~" ",.,;cctives 1, ~ ",nn 3;; conducts search 
and destroy operations in assigned sectors of AWL; conducts other 
C?~ra~ons as agreec. aI-en by CG In j'ia1<'; on crde:r: conducts tucti.ca1 
$l!::;ihi bious withdraw&,l. 

b. Phase J 1. 2r:d Ea.ttalion (-) (hein), 3rd Marines relieves 
3rd Eat tal ion ( -) (ltein) ~ 3rd Ne"rines; on order seizes Hill 861, 
coDductu search Uld destroy operl>.tions in assigned sector of AV. 

B.' ConcE(pt ot' C'.:;g~::iUI~': 

a. l'hase 1. (i.;nc:..osure (1)' 
(1) ,The opfJl:'ation tillS planned to p.chejve tachcal surprise 

and to rapidly isola.te the bf:2;Ch £.l'ce.s in Sectors .rUrple £'.nd Oran~:e 
initial~, to set up blocking rOEitions anc observation points~~, 
to conduct search and destroy operations in 5ectors Purple, Orange 
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and Blue. 
- (~.) Commenoing L-.Hour on D-Da.Y (220800 April), one oompany 

(rein) oonducted a helicopterborne landing intp Landing Zone J8:¥t 
established a platoon blocking position at 624465; on order ~ei~ed 
Landing Force Objective 1; and was prepared to oonduct searoh and 
destroy operations in Sector Purpleo 

(3) On completion of the landing in LZ Jay9 one company 
(rein) oonducted a helloopterborne landing fuioLz Wren;~ on'order 
seized Landing Force Objective 2; and was prepared to conduct search 
and destroy operations in Sector Orange. 

(4) Commencing H-Hour on D-Ds¥ (221000 April 1967) pone 
oompany (rein) conducted a waterborne landing in LVTP~5a over Red ,( 
Beach; on order seized Landing Force Objective 3; established II 
platoon size seourity element for defense of objective 3; and was 
prepared to cond'L'lct s~El.rch all.o. degJtr~~~_l:'~tlo~f!lt~~~~;w _13~qto~ 
Orange._" 

(5) "BII Btry (-) (Rein)~ 1st Bn~ 12th Mar was designated 
as an on call aerial to land by LVTP-5sg on order, over Red Beach and 
to set up a firing position in the viCinity of Red Beach. A recon 
element-fr ,* ~TIrQ~~~m .;J;!u.~J!U!t the waterbor.a2 as~~t.. YQmJ2...~~,=~~._ ,_"~"' 
to selec'CaIlring po8.ftf<fii. "BII Btry was assigned the mission of 
DiS BLT 2/30 " 

(6) The Amphibian Tractor Platoon (Rein) was initial~ assi­
gned DiS to the waterborne as.saul t rifle company and subsequently 
reverted to D/SJ)f "B" BtoUo __ ________ _ 

". (7) Plana were formulated for the landing of the Recon 
-Platoon in a designated LZo These plans were not executed as initial 
intelligence provided by eTG 7905 and ~ and Marine advisors op­
erating in the AOA was sufficient to oarry out the BLT mission. 
Tanks and Ontos were boated as on call serials but were not landed 
due to poor traffioability on the beach. 

(8) The BLT Provisional Company- was landed, on order, in 
the vicinity of Objective 3 to relieve the platoon size security 
element left by the waterborne assault oompanyo The Provisional 
Company subsequently provided seourity for the BLT OP and for the 

105mm h{;)tZ;~ebli;e~erve do~~i~t~d~on.e~in~c;~~p;"'f~~~' -"~-" 
on board the LPD. It had the capability to land i on order, by heli­
copterborne or waterborne assault and to ass~e the mission of any 
assault rifle companyo The reserve oompany was prepared to provide 
a SPARROW HAWK reaction foroe consisting o£one reinforced rifle 
platoono _ "" __ . _"."" " 

(10) After the seizure of Landing Force Objectives 1, 2, and 
;~ the BLT was to oonduct deli~erate search and destroy operations 
in Seotors Orange Purple and Blue. On order, the BLT was to oonduct 
a. taotical amphibious withdrawal~ reembarking aboard assigned ship-
ping in general reversal Qf thE!nJ,.@d.~-::.:pl~'! 
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bo Phase 110 (Enclosure (2) 
(1) Phase II of Operation BEACON STAR commenced 21 April 

1967 and involveli only 2nd Battalion (-) (Rein) ~ 3rd Marinesp "Bit 
Btryp 1st Bn~ 12th Marinesp and the Shore Party Plat of the BL'll .. 
The commencement vi this phase began 261200H April 1967 when 2nd 
Battalion (-) (Rein)~ 3xd Marines was CHOPPED OPCON to the 3rd 
Marines 0 T'ne battalion (~) (Rein) p consisting of three rifle 00lII.­

panies g 8lmm mortar platoon and Command_Group Alpha with a security 
element was airlifted to Phu Hal for further air transportation vi& 
C-130 to KHE SANHo The battalion (-) (Rein) arrived in the Phase 
II AD 261600Ho One company (rein) and -"]3" Btry 9 1st Bn~ 12th Marines 
landed :in KBE SANH 27 April 1967 from ARG" Shipping via. Dong Ha... "BII 
Btry CHOPPED OroO:N to the 12th Marines 27400B: April 1961 and the 
one rifle company (Rein) a.BS1lIIl.ed the initial mission of regimental 
reserve and perimeter securit,y for KEE SANHG 

(2) The initial concept of Phase II oalled for moving the 
battalion from KBE SANH airfieldp utili~ guides from 3rd Battalion 
(-) (Rein)p 3rd Marinesg into the des~ted AO g effect a link up 
with 3/39 assist 3/' in disengaging from the enemyp and assist them. . 
in passing thro'U8h 2/3 lines back to KBE SANHo 

(,) On relief of ,/;p the battalion was ordered to maintain 
contact with the enemy and determine his strength. On order? the 
battalion was to seize Hill 861 (Objective 1) and attempt reoovery 
of 3/3 MIAs 9 and to be prepared to seize Hill 881 (north) (Objeotive 
3). 

(4) On seizure of objective 3p the battalion waa to conduct 
deliberate search and destroy operations in the area surrounding the 
881 (north) coItplex~ partiQularl,y to the north and westo Company 
(-) sime patrols were to patrol initially 500 meters from the complex 
of Objective 3 and aubseq~ent~ to 1000~ 2000 and ;000 meters eaoh 

'liIucceeding dqo 
(5) On order9 the battalion was to conduot a tactical with­

drawal to ERE SANE airfield? move administratively via O~130 to Dong 
Ha for further transportation via amphibious landing craft to AHG 
shippingo 

90 Exegution 

&. Phase I , t 1) eTG 79.5 Frag Order #1 was received -201900H April 19679 
assigr;ing BLT misaiorl _for PhasfLl. _ BL'f~]':rfi!.gO_rder #4 was issued 
2l0900H to allun1ta BLT 2/30 :n",Day was scheduled for 22 Ap.rH 1,­

Hour was at 0700 and H=Hour was at 0900 0 

(2) On 22 April 1967 L and R Hours were delayed one hour 
due to bad weather and poor Tisibility._ 

(3) 220809Ro Company R landed LZ J~ with no oposition and 
commenced seize of Obj 10 

(4) 220850Ho Company F landed LZ ~~en with no opposition 
and commenoed seizure of Obj 20 

t't·~f';':~·S 'r .. 
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(5) 22085lH" __ Com:I>_a.n;r _II repo~ed _«:i~~t;ruotion of two punji 
pits nCinity5934550 ---_~-~-- _~_ -- -----===-----=--------- _=-=c=---==_-=-,_~= _ _o;o 

(6) 220900Hn C.ompan,y II reported destruction of ten :punji 
traps vicinity 6224640 . 

(7) 220930Ro Company II reported destruotion of two punji 
traps booby trapped. with CHICCMgrenadeat 5924;5,.' 

(8) 22100)Ro Com:pa.nJ" E landed lied-Beach- unopposed and 
seis:ed Obj } .. 

(9) 22l025IIo Company II aeizedObj 10 

11 22l245Ho tlB" Btr.y landed over Red Beach .. ll0l 22l133H~ Company F seized Obj 20 

12 22l~05H.. Company E reported detaining eleven ves .. 
Discovered large quantities of rice and_tobaco vicinity Obj ,. Sus­
~1nterroga.ted and released.. Rice and tobacco turned over to 8-2. 

- (l}) 221,15IIo Command Group Alpha landed LZ Wren .. 
(14) 221530Ho Command Group Bravo landed IZ Wreno 
(15) 221600IIo All oompanies held present positions and com­

menced pre:parations f()r night activ:i.~ieso _ 
(16) 221700H. _ CTG 7905 hag Order #2 received directing es-

==~ taolisbmen1; of. n,~p.~ ~~epOs-mOIlBa.na;-~am"6u~TeB:-u--=:, .. ~""':"~.=,;~".-;,_ 
(11) 22l730H. BLT hag Order #5. VC activity reported grid .-

8~uares 49539 5054 and 54470 Company F and H to search these areaso 
Company E BLT reserveo Co G land over~lue Beaah9 attack SE direo-

"- tion toward 541526. Il""Hour 0830. . ... 

"[>~;l ;~~~~b~: ~~:~='~ ;:~~!!~V~/:~~;:B~f~~~ty -~~~~90o--
(20 231109H. Company F received S/A fire vicinity 516494. 
(21 231230H. Company G detain~d 4 suspected va sympathizers 

\ 539528. In'terrogation revea.led VC oper_ating in grid squa.:res 4953 
f"'i,':i- -',I and 5054. Villagers in this area pay VC tax of 500 piasters a month 

and provide rice. . __ 
(22) 231734. eTG 19.5 Frag Order #3 received. Establish 

night defensive positions and ambush sites. Continue S&D operations 
in aS8i~ed sectors. 

t23) 231755H. Company G detonated pressure type AP mine 
535526. One WIAevacl,iated •... ___ . ..--=- . - .. ... . ..' 

__ _ __ lli1 -43lS2_5.H,"~ CompaJ1Y7~rGcfrrvec1-S]O~~d{Q~lA fi'r€l~'and5]J;Tnt . __ 
mortar fire 504495. Called in air strike. Fire suppressed. Company 

_~ est~atedJj probable enemy KIA. One friendly 'vilA. evacuated. 
- {25} 240300H. BLT Frag Order 6-67. Conduct thorough S&D 

N operations grid squares 4652~ 4953~ 5054~ 5447 with F~ G1 & H Com-
J'I:-- panies. Company E BLT reserve. _ 
~ (26) 240930H. Company E discovered bunkerg 8 fighting holes 

4861630 Destroyed bunker. 
(27) 240932Ho Company G destroyed 1.5 punji pits 4915350 
(28) 241025Ho Company II destroyed 160 60mm mortar rounds 

and 8 82mm mortar rounds vicinity 5604100 
(29) 241040Ho Company H destroyed 58 60mm mortar rounds 

vicinity 563470. - _co -, •• _.-.. -~". 

, nnl}~~.Jn IF: ~\~;::;bli.llref' 
t- \tlJ 11\1 U:!'~~t~~~!\J If.,!! 
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(:~o) 2414ooH.. Company H discovered 20 punji traps and 20-30 
fight~ holes vicinity 5424780 Punji traps destroyed. 

~ 31) 242155Ho BLT hag Order 7-670 Enemy believed in grid 
square 4748 in strength of 1500 Company G to move by helicopter and 
establish blocking position west and south of suspected en~ posi­
tion. Company F move by most direct route to suspected en~ p08i­
tiono Remajning companies continue patrolling in assigned sectors. 

~-Hour 250700H Aprilo 
(32) 250255Ho Portion Frag Order 7-67 pertaining to Company 

G cancelled due to unavailability of helicopters. 
CB) 25l210Ho Company E reported two VC threw 2 grenades at 

advancing platoon. One VO wounded but escaped. One VC captured and 
turned over to 5-20 

(34) 25l530Ho CTG 790' passed to BET intelligence infoDruL. 
tion concerning en~ units located 577458 9 592453 and 591448. Moved 
Company H to search areao Negative contact. 

(5) 251734Ho Company F engaged in fire fight with appro xi­
mate~ 50 VO vicinity 472485. Returned fire and oalled artiller,y 
mission. HU-lE gunships also utilized to prep en~ position. 
Company F assaulted. Discovered four poola of blood on enemy posi­
tion. No friendly casualties. Three civilians injured during fire 
fight were evacuated to USS Princeton. 

(36) 251735Ho Received CTG 79.5 Frag Order #50 New Seotor 
Black established. Conduct S&D operations in new sector. Submit 
detailed helicopter lift requirements. 

(37) 252255Ho BLT hag Order 8-670 At L-Hour BLT 2/3 con­
ducts helicopterborne and land assault in Sector Black, establishes 
blocking positions in deSignated areas and conducts deliberate S&D 

~perations 1~ &~~e(L~~ctQ:r;~~Il-1:JJIQ~Q7400 
(38) 26~110H. Company F received heav.y automatic weapons 

fire vicinity 4724850 Returned fire 0 No casualties. 
(39) 260255H. Company E perimeter challenged by two indi­

viduals. Individuals ran, Perimeter fired with negative results. 
(40) 260605Ho Oompany E receiv~d 12 rounds B/A fire ViCinity 

4865150 Returned fire. No oasualtieso 
(41) 260740Ho Frag Order 8-67 executed. Oompanies G and H 

commenoed helolift into designated ~so 
(42) 260830H. CTG 79.5 directed~cancellation BLT Frag Order 

8-67. All units return to original positions. 
(43) 260835H. Company H received 6 rounds S/A fire vjcinity 

492434. 
(44) 260904H. Commenced retract~ng Companies·G. and,H from 

Sector Black. < Comp8l1Y G lifted. to Ih~talion OP, Company II" lifted 
to old position.. '., '" ' ~ I 

,,-,,". (45) 260915H. GTG 79 .. 5 directed 2nd Battalion (-) (Rein), 
3rd Marine~ (three rifles oompanies~ 8lmm mortar platoon and Command 
Group Alpha) to submit helicopter requir~ents for movement to Phu 
Ba!. 

. ... -
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(46) 261014H. Company 1!; commenced move to Fhu J3a.1o 
-- =-:-~"T47J~261045r. Oompany H reoe~Ted S/A.-fil.'e vicinity 492467 

returned fire with 305 l.'ooketa. One prOnable enemy KIA. 
(48) 261056Ho Company G oommenoed move to Phu Bai. 
(49) 2611-tOH. Company H received S/!. .fire vicinity 497463 

and observed YO running into village. Good coverage by automatic 
weapons on fleeing VC. One probable enemy KIAo 

(50) 261200Ro 2nd Battalion (-) (Rein), ;l.'d Marines CHOPPED 
OPCON to 3rd Marines. Command. Group Alpha oommenced move to Fhu 
Bai. 

(51) 261230H. Company H commenced move to Phu Bai. Company E 
had explosion occur in area from an UIikilown devioe resulting in 1 KIA 
and 8 WIA. Casualties evacuated to USS Princeton. 

(52) 261400E. Shuttle move of the battation (-) (rein) by 
helicopter to Phu Bai and by 0-130 to XEE SANE completed. 

(53) 261425E. Commenced move~of BLT (-) to ARG shipping. 
All BLT units cleared beach area by 1730. 

(54) 261445Ho Battalion (-) (Rein) moved out from KBE SANH 
airfield to link up with 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines. 

ei~~ntB(~~) c~!~::-O!o at 1~4~§; w~~~_._~.f£!~!.~~".?z_,~!!~,"f~E!~<?;_ 
(56) 261800Ho Battalion set in tight perimeter defense 

vicinity 812430 • 
. . 

__ b.l'hase II _____________ _ 
• ---''''-''--"-="~T) 270830Ho 3rd Battalion~ (-) (Rein), 3rd Marines com-
menoed departi!lg AOuandpassed through this battalion.. Oommenceer --------
preparation fires on Rill 8610 Oontin~Qua attaok aircraft were on 
station .. 

(2) 271209Ho Battalion CF remained 812431 with Company H. 
Company E moved to 794441 to set in defensive positions for the night. 
Company G moved to 805435 to set in defensive positions for the night. 

(3) 271115Ho Company F arrived KHE SANE; designated regi­
mental reserve and assigned perimeter defense responibility for 
KHE SANH" 
-,~- -~(4) 271400Ho~_ "Btl Bt~~ 1 stfu,_12t~ MariIle~ arriv~9: IqlE ___ _ 

SANE and CHOFPED OPCON to 12thMarine-g:- .---------_. ---~-~---- .-~ 

(5 f2'71510B:o Bai-talion aent all body a.rmor to KHE SANH~- -
(6) 271550H. TAC(A) reported two suspeoted r900ile66 rifle 

positions 791448. Attack aircraft dir~cted to positiono Unable to_ 
determine results of bombing. 

(7) 271845H. Recoiless riflepositiohs still in tacL Re-
quested_ he_avier ~ir ordnan_CE;lOll theJ'lE:!J2QsJtions. ____________________ _ 

(8) 271945Ho B;t.ttalion set iIi- perimeter defense in company 
size areas for the night. Continued heavy artillery fire on Hill 
861. 

---- (9) 280500H. Company E reported hearing voices outside 
their perimeter.. Grenades thrown in t~e direction of voices with neg­
ative resultso 
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(10) 280736Ho Company E commenced patrolling activities e 
vioinity grid aqu~e 7944. 

(11) 280850H. Comparl,y II commenoed :patrolling activities 
viojnity grid squares l3'l43 8242~ 8241, and 634,2. 

(12) 2809251L (.A):n:rpt)rf:ed. D(~COnCt~r.! c.x;;lm,icll <.:.11<1: fi.re 
at 800440. Cont~in!.i'3d heavy bombardment of Rill 861 co.mplex~ 

(13) 2€Ht 3,R~ TAC(A) reported excellent coverage of trenoh­
line at 80,443 and BtlSpMtf:ld reMiless rifle and mortar position at 
787452. 

(14) 281150Ho TiI.C(A) repo.rted excellent co'Verage of 4 bunkers 
and trenchiine at 794440. 

(15) 2814'14H. C0rI11iG,It2ea ,', <],nd G crossed LD in attack in NW 
direotion. Company G to s~;i<~e Hill 861. Oompany E to seize high 
ground vic.inity 790444" 

(16) 28'155011. Company:ill destl."oyed cave at 795438. 
(17) 28'j600H. CompaTlJl G secu.red Hill 861 (Obj 1). 
(18) 28173.5H~ OompanyE received 6 rounds of 82MM mortar 

from 793444. Oa.lled .in air str.ike on suspected position. 
(19) 2818i9H~ TAG(A) reported a.ir strike at 776457 resulted a 

in 20 confirmed enemy KIA a.nd. 40 probable KIA. .. 
(20) 2B1900Ho Company E rece:ived 19 rounds 61.ftJM mortar fire 

from 79044;. Suspected position taken under artillery fire .. 
(21) 282030H~ GOllllJany G reported i'inding 4 mortar pOSitions 

on Hill. 861 ~ Also reported. '11 aleeping bunkers, 42 fighting holes, _ 
bloodstail1s leatling in a westerly direction from 861.. Company G _ 
l.'ecQvered 6 !<fIAs from ,/3. Two Qionfirmed NVA KIA" Several bloody 
bandages fotmd in bunkerso 

(22 )2821 ;;OR¢ CompB . .ny G Bet in perimeter defense on Obj 10 
(:,,;.5) ~)O;:1il,)L 1:; se't :1.11 perillH:lte1: d.o fm1S 0 , 793441. 

T"i"·Cf""·"I,i! 'iCi() onp··r';"'J:1 fi·",h+ 1n>"'" hol{:;'f; rud n~'cFl1a;neous OIIICCM 782 .... ,. ....' .' 'i " ,", '.. t L..\.~' ...... {" •. W'.,... "C:l '-' ..... ir~} ~ .I 4-'-" --. 

. gear and ~/i't.. aIl1l.'ll:uuitio:n. 
(24) 290633H" COml)ar~y G continued search of Obj 1. 
(25 )2909 ,OR. Company E reported find.ing two NV.A KIA. at 

793442. MisGellaneO'tJ.B eneuJY equipment and sj A ammo W1! .. wuvered. 
(26) 290940HoBat'talion OP moved to Obj L Company H 

sweep:ing area to NW from 800432. 
(27) ;291005H. Compa.uy E uncovered 3 MIAs from 3/; at 793446. 
(28) 291800H" Compan;;r H m(nred to '792444. Company G contin­

ued to uncover m.i8oellaneous NVA 1!;1quipm~nt and weapons on Obj L 
Oompan;y E moved to 79244L AU f;om.pan;:1.es set in perimeter defenses 
for the night. 

(29) 2910051L Company H u:llilovered MIA f:rom 3/3 at 790450. 
(30) 290}OOH", Goru.pany F!' OHOPfiEJIJ OPOOH to 3/"5. 
(31) 290'(30Ho CQmpany H jumped Qff and made contact with 

enemy at 791449 1n well prepared pos:t.t:ton.su Company H casualties, 
9 KIA9 29 WlA (oV'a.c)" 14 WIA (nonevac).. Coru.p.any H pulled ba.ck to 
7924430 Heav:y artillery fires i,;}alled in at area of contacto Enemy 
casualties 9 14 Confimed KIA~ 25 probablE! KIA", 
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( }2:) }01258H.. Contiuaed heavy a.rUll ery .~d air bombardmant 
vicini't:¥ 79244' a.nd Hill BEn (rwrth) ~ .h)si'lFiOlll1l heIdI 01' and Com­
pany H 792443~ Company G 79944:;';1 COll'J,pan;.'V E 7984450 

(33) 301;48EL Conrpa.ny b; (lontili:ned. advance to 181449" No 
contact~ 

(34) )01520H~ Compa:!'.ll' E reoeiTed Sf A f;1.1'e from ISE Hill 8810 
One \iIA (evao). 

(:55) 501515:8:0 Gompan,y E discovered 4 hunkers with oomm wire 
strung between thl.".m at 777452. 

(36) 301600H~ IinFrag Order 14·-67. Ccmpan,y E hold present 
posItion and set in ·i.;i.ght perimeter defensElo 

(;'r) 301617H" TAG (A) :reported ener.n;y troops .in open a.t 
787452. Enemy casu"ll.ti.GS 31 KIA confirmed? 35 probable KIA. 

(38) 3017141L ComparoJ" G jumped. .off ,into atta.ck vicinity 
791449~ 

(:,9) 3018}OHo Comparl,.Y E rece.ived Sip.. fire from 782449. 
Fire inflioted 6 %ill (eTao) 1. lilA (nonev:ac) 0 

(40) ,0191011. C<ompatlY G on Bn Obj 1 (191449)" Enemy still 
occupying position" Compa"l1 G oasual ties 2 KIA 9 7 Yin (eVRe) <> 

(41) 30205511, Compan,y G consolid,ated Obj 19 uncovered I 
MIA from ?II}" Action resulted in '1 confirmed enemy KIA" Company G 
withdrawn from Qbj 1. 

(42) Ol0705H, Oompany E received 1B-20 rounds of mortar fire 
and a/A fil.:e from 744453 resuHing .in 2 KlA~ 9 WIA (eva.c) a.nd 7 VIlA 
(nonevac). 

(4:;) Ol09}6IL. Company G jmnped off to retake 1:ln Obj 1 and 
seize Bn Obj 2 (787452)~ Company Hand E held present jJositions. 
Company G uncovered 5 enemy wealjOXl8 on 1m Obj 1 .. , , 

(44) 011300H. CompallY G {)n Bn Obj 2. . 'Well prepar.ed enemy 
positions extending to the west" Un:::wvered miscellaneous enemy lanl­

lntmi tiOll. 
(45) 01l345Ho Contllmed to prell Rill 881 (north) (Obj 3)0 

\All oompanies d.irectad to ;;)ont·inne search of' enemy bunkera in their 
posi tiona" 

(46;; 01l8;5H, FirstPlatomlr Co Iii:) 2nd Bn~ 9th Mar CROPPED 
OroON to 2/;" Thisuni.t d:trfJcted to take up defensive positions on 
lUll 861 and cOllt.:Lnue sflsrch of enem;y- hm1kers" 

-,.-_.-.-... (47) 020210lL COJJlI)[iJJ,Y Eposlti{lll pl.'cfl!H?do Called inaxtil-
..;-' lery d.isbursine enemy.. No casualti.eso 

}} ""I (,48) ) 020820Ji. En 1!'rag Order 15-67.. Company E patrol toward 
881 north 300 meters anti ohe,;;;k both sides of ridge line~ Company 
G oontinue atta<::;,k to T794.59. Company H oo.ntinue attack to ?8.5447. 

(49) 0212251L,Bn hag Order 15·",,67 Modified. Company E to 
seize Obj 3. 

(50) 021505Ho Compan;y G made cant.act with enEmIY a.t 779459. 
Leading' elements CampanyE reported at 776454 with no contact. 
Company H a.t 785458 no ·eO'tlj~acL 
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(51) 021 C<Cf!f:pan:r G l:.:d, 7'19458 and Q;;:<!'iPan,y R at 786451~ 
Both un.its rf.:;·cei'ting mortfu:, fil:~i:;" (,;,)'ID.pat:J,y G {;Hgulo1,.lt;ies~ 2 KIA9 5 
WlA (evac) 4 MIA, B1KJmy j\ :~: ()cnll.:l:'):tl/;"d. KIA, :5 probable KIA 0 

(52) 021915H. E; r,;;'J~",h~?'il Sill. fj.re 777456" lietW:·I1ed. 
fire" Estim:e;ted 1 eneff'\l 1H'obabl"", KIA" 

I c::;;) ()"" (' l' ""q Ai'l '. ,,' .,.... f f \)j ':J..)U'_"'~ ..... c:ompr:tn,:ue:s 3e',; ;In per.1.me· ... er I .... e ens€! . or 
the nJ.,g-ht" 

"'-'-' (54) 03045()IL i:Jompany.El ~:.l.:nder ~d;·t;at.J;k by est.:l.mated two 
enemy compaxt:L,?s ,. En""m;Y·0DmJJJi).ny perimeter. Compa.ny re~· 
portf:ld. hearJ eloB", .in f.:Lght,i,l1f~'. Illurninai;;;Lon l:l.11d. sto,ppel.' missions 
were fired by artill~,r;y and MINI GUNS from S.POOKY proTH.ed. exoellent 
coverage" Oompan,Y E unable tc dl.:;rb3iJ.'ill.i.nu 8x:terrt of friendly casual,-
ties" EnE..'l!'v· was repuls3d~ sC.Eil.ttar1!f:ldfight.1ng within the 
compa:n,y posit:ton cont:iu·;';).ii:)d" 

(55) 0,064511" O()nlpar~r 1<' ",hopped OPOON to 2/3" 
(56) O,0800H" :Plato(j,:rl..~ Company F chopped OroON to Company E. 
(57) 0,080.511" Compan;y H on mO"ifEl to 778452. Oont:tnued 

hea.'Vy bombardment EUl1 881 (n<:.:cth) ~ S'Ol.pporting fire for Company H 
pro'V:idedby se~,)t;;i;')n 106.RR Platoon", 

(S8) O;0845H" Company E reported secondary explosion from 
8..ir strike 800 meters IfW o.fthe.t:rposi'tiono 

(59) O:30930IL (lolnpemy Eu.nder attaok at 778,~51 11Y esti­
mated platoon !:llize unit.e Compfmy :reco;,ived s/A and mortar fire. 
In.i tlal ';;a8w.1U.iet'3 repor.ted 2 KIA» 4 Wll (evao) 3 WIA (nonevac) .. 

(60) 031.200HQ Company E reported Emelny still along S'vl 
finger of the:il." po,;3.Lt.l"JHe Suppori,L"lg 106RR £;ire f.rom 3/3 assisted 
in disps:rs.ing enemy." COmp&l;.y E l·;';lpf.)~rt,ed 84 enemy c.)onfirmed KIA on 
their pORi tieD and 70 en~prohab.1e KIA in draw to wes·t where 
fleeing NVAwere caught "t:;r 106 :['i1:e. 

(61.) 0 31600H. Courpt~ny H :r.et.:,elYed 82mm mortar fi.re 780462" 
Casualties # 2 K.:J:Al! <+ \ilIA (" €lwac)~) WIA. (lloneva:c:) ~ 

(62) 0;52005H. Bn casual.!:i>D 'S Hay reported. to Hq~ 3rd 
Marines" KIA 25~\HA (E;;Vl"iG), ill"!\ (XKIlHc:V(lG) 404 All oompanies 
i.n night; defenaivepi:::rim,,,1;;er. 

(6;;) 032300H", Comp.a.n,1 Er.'~~pQi~ted ca.ptured enemy eqUipment 
from dBJT8 actd.on which .:tn,:;,ludf:l'i." 43 weaponi3~ ,32 enemy bla.nket rolls, 
37 ammo b31tS" and a. "'(l'ar",;i,ety o.f ammun:ition and other NVA 782 gear. 

(6,t) 032310H. C'Jmpan,y:ill :rec:eived hand grenades on edge o.r 
perimeter, two tr.Lp fla:J:(~.s i3et. off. No (Hisualhes. 

(65) 04{)115H,. Bn l"r.ag Orde:r 17·=67 ¢ Art.illery preped Obj :; 
from f:Lrst light to 120\)" Ckimpanles Eal1u If atta(;k on order 1n 
co,hrum of i:JompaJ,~.;iJ~8 ti.) a ;s8auLt: pOHi.tton,. ASiiHlUlt Obj :5 w.ith two 
comp.ar,y front. Company G t:o w:j .. tb/il·"~W to Ell Obj 1 t;o allow heavier a.ir 
ordinarLce t·o b,?' d.rc'PP0d on Ob,j 3 with.out; ha.rm to friendly .forces. 
Compar.."y XI 00ndLt,:,:·t ~~&D operat.i.onsin draw rtllm.ing 775449 to 777446 
to 782446; Compan;v Ii, OIl. ora.eX:'i· Bn r""ser~n;l • 

.. "'''''''''''''''"'''''''-''', .... ,.,''''''''''''''', .. ''''." .. , .. ,, ..... ''''' ...... "".:'::~'= 
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KIA from ~;~vi~u~,~:::.Y,." 
(61) "~'4\..A::l':::::i:ao 

tur€'d.. row 8<3n1,; t.::) ,rd 
(6e) 04()925:a~ 

0ompl::l.ny E l'epfJ1.:tHu 1 Hnan;y wo~mded POW' cap­
i"l..9.X:iJl;JS C,F. 

E;;;:n0·(iyered 18 more f>;nemy confIrmed 

(69) 04120(JR. Gi)mpklll;Y R POH,Ul.<.:n,1 '185445~Durin8 ;sweep of 
draw~ (lompa;n.ll wlci(r'vered 8 f.!m~];[\y coni'irr.led. KIA. One machine gun~ 
miscel1a:rJ.eolls AlA ;a.'mtlO and. >Elnu;Lument fou:ndwith IBnemy KlA. 

" '''3.. "" 

(10) 04135DR., iJom.!llUJ,;r G hit by three round,s of friendly 
artiller:Jf firei. C,~.r,;'ufi,l:t;iea :repo:t'ted" 1 !GA, BWll (eva,.i) 4 

(11) 0415}5Ro Cr)1ITj~11~r Ii' cr{~saed LD at 15,0 tove.rd O):!j 3. 
Compan,y E followed in tl::8.G€'G 

(72) 04190DU. Compan;,y F anilE secured <southex'en p()rtion 
Obj '0 All (;tompan:tes set in night pe.rimet,er defenses. 

(73) 04:2000H. En l":t"ag Order 18~61. Company,li' secure nor­
the:r:n :portion ObJ 5, G:;)mpal1,Y G SBeut"a r;idge ,Line north of Obj :3 
785445 'to E (C,ondud S&::D op;arat:ionstowest of 
present pos,it;:io:n~ C;:Jmpw.;1:a" lln reserve .. 

( 74) 050855H" G(;mpan;r j' reoei'wed sporadic sl A fire frOIl'! 
fortlf::u3ld n08.itiollS 011 !l{;!i:·h'Z'rn s.1.de 0hj ;..Casu:alJdeB? 4 WIlL (eve..c). 

(75) 051125110 Cc:mpal1;i G UX100·~E)(1,ed :5 enemy bunkers 783442 
with mise:ellaneous NVA gf.;l8.r ~ S/ AMmo aJ:l.d mess equi.pm.f::lnt .. 

(76) 05H,}OH. G{)mr:";;;;l~\1b' lO(lRted 3 bunkers and 10 NVA at 
Tl3459., Laull .. ;-;.nea r.:l.B3B,.1;;tlt;. ngt.J.iust j,':losition but too hOO'vily forti­
fied~ Compat'.,Jl pulled baok teo allow CAS to prep area" Cal!!ualtieB~ 
4 Wil. (evao) 0 En~v oasu,aU:i es;; 1 0Gatirmed KIA~ 

('17 ) 051205H" Cf;}i1lpa:r:.,y lI'rep('Jrted excel.lent GAS coverage 
Obj :3" T1I[,,;3e bmik,,,rs deskoyed. Ene.nl¥ c:anu.al ties ~ 3 probable Xll. 

r ''7'') ",,.., "1 ,.,,'< f" .," .. i c fA 1" 0" . 7. 0 \ it; U),i;i:,~vn" ""~'illpa:n;y J! rer';.{~.lve(. oj!. . .J.re on DJ;). as-

ual tiesy 1 wrA (eva;;) " Enem,y c:al:f!J!'.lUiEH'L, 1 <confi:rmed KlJ.Q 
(79) 0514,45H~ Company F se<:,\ti:ed northern portion Obj }c 

Company G sec'Il.red Obj'1':io:t:al'j~y 178459" Four HUe from Compru1J' G 
r000veredo Statu*,:'il1Rnged to KIA. Corrrpan,y F (lontinuedtQ receive 
spera-d,:!,,:.:; S/A firo on m1jo l{)i:>at;ild 6 more 1,nmkers on Qbj ; and 2 
more oonfiX:lXie.:1 enelllyEClA.0 

( 80 ) 051(}(YIIL :B~), OJ' .lao'ved to nst!-5' . Gompany 11 pro'lidi.ng 
security for Of" 

(81) 051745H. C'}1Upal'l,y If 'Ul'lQ·O'\1€:r.ed six enem;y Wi9fX1,0l1S and 
asso:ded documents on Ob;; 

(8:2) 05214"m.' .F? r8(c:ived 48 rou:nda of 82lmri 111Ortar. 
IIlllMK1Jate COU1:l.tElrbattetlr fir.s,d at stlspeGted enemy mortar position" 
Fire was S',;;,::cpI'eZ$<~<L t::!.I.iiil,~a,l r "1::8~, .1 K:t.AJ a wlA «(;nra(}) " 

(8')) 0):: j,i5H" )rd, Ma:~: lfl:&g' Order" OOJnplete detailed search 
of Ob.) 3" Conduct S&D patrols min.;i.1JlU.ill :1000 m<>Jtiera: frollt pre,sent P08-
i tions. Contin:.",:: to i'lefer.lsj,'\I"19 posi tlon for platoof;. OF on 
Rill 861.:. 

7,·,g.P 
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( 84) En ]"r8€ Ora'er ;&'1'11.,18" order assigned 
compa.ny p~;.trol rC:.p:!'~E 1.!i-w Fi.",r ]?:r.a,g lOrd",,:;:,,·, 

(as) Comp.;<,ny H Te.lli!:or·t,,\d fillding 25 enomy b;mkers 
a.t 77345L ll".:i.'v'8 l:ru:like!'s W;3lJ',} tH\13,"'!".'U .• yYol'hfJ.ed." MJ.s;c;ellaneousNVA 

eQu:iPmc:tl(86)d ~7·~lTdt::Ol1c~:~:~;r:,di0(i;'la.i~ed enemy bunkers ,"{71463~ No 

enaiJY equl-P..llient. :fC,,}Jl,t< 
(81) Cklln:p.!U1,y R i'iIet"H'ntered euei>ty tmcomplet;ed hunker 

at 7694·540 EJ:l€:rr~y· ·Kf.to:ri,;·a:r d.at··a, t,,{)o.k: .fcrund In bu.:nke:r(~ 
i 88) 061 '''·(JOIl" COID1}tP:X:v Ii ;t;ifj·po:rt.€Kltwl!) enem"" flleet \i.n.o· bunkers 
\.' - • •• l" - li. ,,\I". ~;J..t. .::J-

at 7T7-4-60" Bux.!i<:s:r.:r; 'ilfE'lll ('Ofii.i!tl'u,:;d;edwith logs and bamboo. Ccmrpany 
H report{'!d v!2v:)aj;."'ld enemy ID0L'tar position at 773451., Tr..ree base plate 
hole!:l and apP&Teuf, a:LmLng ",t,·ake 11016[;\ t\Jund in these Ilosi.tio.llao 

(89) G r~ported enemy field head at 779455G 
( 90 )J!' I::LLS9tY'Je:red 10 em';my btL,"lkex~s a.ad 50 

f:ighting holes 765l~56c. 
(91) 06~.4~f.)B:c A'Ll Dompa:rJ,l pfitrols returned to 11? N'egative 

"'m~"'lJ!y conta,;;to 
(92) o6190:5Bt, (]OillP<!'w'Y G ;rf.lport;,ed finding 1 (!,onf.irmed e:uemy 

lieO KIA 1'17460" a 
(~l':C;\' -" tn dc,f;[',nejve t,:iiS'rimotcr;' '.?:AH:"it,;LollS. • •• J' ,I· f Xl. .. l . . j, ~ 

-----( ) Hr;. C,~)nt;inue "to !.)onduct 
Gomri.J.ny (-, Gl 2C ~i& .. n p[:Ltrols :Ln assigrred se~tor13o Patrolroutes 
submitted to 3rd Nar UP" 

(95) 0707001L Oompa .. 1:J.y (.~) :;>.i~e pata:'ols d.ep art ed. IPs.. A 
(96) Compat1;;r F ,i;Le'Co'c>l'eroo large enemy hi youe area _ 

7704580 Patrol b,Jl:L"Y\fBtl t.;h;L.e ar"".!i tobelJa.me whit'h ~otmterbatte;ry 
!!ll:;:;t{;1.0n was fLrGd on S~nre:r.al bloody bandages in 
area and '0101:>;1 8\." .. ;1n.8 OIl ammun:i 1:; ion and weapons found. 
Tl'lree 82:rmn baseplate hOl!iHJ dJ8t,;)o'TETed~ COff1pa:n~y continued search" 

(97) G7C~a5GI1< Company Ii dia~c'vered :75 burJn,,:rs2 1 field 
galley and 2 f:'ield he8.cLiJ .at; 769463" A.S:iHn:ted wnrilUTI ... it:i.on and weapons 

(98) .Jj'Ntp(rrted ttl.at contlna.1.e,i ,;..learc,h of 
·b;Lv'Ol10 a.t"\€na reve.a18d ,~1e\r~srh.1. Ili.G.r·!;~ 1; lc~.~£~d t,;;r.;;'f::~Gks and. hfmdages ()I Com"",· 
manders (,;val.ua tiOXl 0 f ,,"xt tm t of I1Xi.Uil1.tLze (}<:;.c.upy:Lng t·ile area was 
lOO~.l75 merL, Basi"d on amou.nf; of-::'£n;lllf;lln:'bat·heTYfi:f.'dr1.ruJ.08 f.:Lred in 
t ... ," < - .. ,., ., ..... , ,.~." "'r ··,lr· -,1' ~'; M. 'r. t:;n .. ".~" 1.,' ~ .~ .. "" ,. l"""I~ .. , .. , ., 'd . d 
,l.il .. ·J p'~·:"'J.."" .. 0.r,~ ,,,:t:i. r"""I.:,A..t1;> ,'if- .... ff .".li.1" 'if ~V .p::r" . .oa", .. .t...t; v:r:.I~m,,,,· l>.. , .. we::re ::reoor e " 

ComparJ,Y F f"U.rt:h'.Z'r.:(.x.:,:;:'Q'{,;~;;r:~d 4·00 lin~ of demol.1tton equipment 
and a .lal'g';~ aB8o:d:ment. of' tfVA g'}i'.i:r" 

() 15 )em" Comp.a,:nyE 1:"'110r'l;;01 1.5,.,20figh'tiJlg' holes on 
r:.h:lge BE of '",·::!c:i.ve 3" D.:;,,tJ;;:overetl.3 ;~o:nfirmed I~Vj;. KIA with two 
'weapons and .;::1,8$0['1'00. S/A ammc,o C.::nnparJ;Y F d;i.~.()cnl'<f.jre!:l aSlSo:rted NVA 
782 gea.:r:Ln art ,:craters " 

(100) 07160(lR. A1.lc:'()mpar.qr (,',,) 
iH"'l'\ (J""", Ji'Y ! FI'i".'.~.r Ox:df.M' \, .... ,,'. ! - "- """', 

will ;tn 

31'd M.a,\: CP" 

2.4 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(102l 072000B.. III reported extent o£ 2 iqa pat*u.c Gper-_1._ rd te 2000 lIetera :rro. eSI (norlla) a_pIa "to , .... d .... 
V ••• enemy contact. Indicationa that _ ... lett Ul ..... ad. 
"U,ftd: ill • veaterJ.T dJ.recUon vere round.' &1-. .-very a_putT (-) 
)&trol .. teo , 

- -. (10}) oe0700B.. COIapallT (-) jatrola 4e~'" u •• 
\( (104) 08080;1I. Coapal)1' 11 disoovered 29 8a. ...... , 1) 6lDt 

n-\ ro_d., "oliUon equipaent and aaaortM ITA 182'~ at 77J45J. 
1/ (10;) 'OS091SHo C-JIUY' 11 aontiD.ecl eeanh of u.-.. TioiJaiV 

71J45}. P1£t7 bunkers were d •• txoTed. 
(l86) MI05QlIo aoap&D.T P d1800v.r.d 40 J man £ortiried. bunkers 

at 758461.. BloocIT 'baad .... 9 aer1D&ea and ether ... orh4 mecl10al 
nppU .. vue tou4 in t1d.. a.re&o 

(187) OS1429l1. CoapaDT G dieooverri , :Ku.. at 192448. .:u. 
lMilleTeci. t. be _oug tho.. atin mi".iD« rzca '/5. 

(1.), OS1810ll. In hac Order 22 ... 670 C_paIl7 (-) pa.trola 
.... tiJlll. a:D operations in assigned .eotor.. 10 .. , .. vere exteaclad 

<(\l-~'" .. tera tra IP.. ratrola ro'd •• repene" to ,%'4 liar CP. 
(\~ (1.,) 090700110 Coap&ll1' (-) pUrole cl~_ lb. 
'l . (nol 0908_.. CoaJIUT E tiaoOT.red 10 reiDf"oroecl Duker. *' .,,,«,. J'o1IJUl S 82mm roimda and. ... ort ... P.l 182 .... in --.. 

(Ul) 090840H. CompaDy Q cl1.00Terecl 014' ....., 'bivOll&C .He 
at 1184'7.. Area apparently occupied. D;r 15-20 ae ... 

(112) 0909-4SH. C_paltT! tiMoTered olt ..., aortar site .. 1....,. i.r_ wa. clear"- j6Gi t~ f'ie.la8 of' £ire. "'idano. 
pHlUiil't tha1i .ite had b ... hU .. ~la. 

;, '(n,.) 09114511. c~, eliscOTered wbat appeared to 'he a 
prepared _buh .ite at 789466. 

(114) 091255110 C_p&Il,7 F reo.iyea heaVT autoaatio rifle rue 
uti elM mortar. at 1474730 .lrtille17 1l1.s10. vall oall_.. Dun"-, 
cOllillUlicatien vith CClIII.~ F .failedo CcaP&1!l¥ E aetecl .. relq. 
Cllo,pecl •• e lo6BR~ a .ection of 8~ lIlortars, &lUI a plat ... .fro-. 
eaap~ II to Ooa~ E to aS8iet Coap&a¥ F. 

(115) 091405Ho COIlP8D1' E llO'YiaB to CClIII.p8A7 ., po.ition 74747; 
'to .. aid iJl £ire tight.. CommunioatiOD.8 vith C-PNIl' • and F yar, 
peer. 11etA companies reoeiYing 5/A. tire.. k OF Grou.p (hcl) monel. 
to TiciDi V CoaP8DT E to ooordinate UtiOD. 

(11') 092020Ho Bn sent tcllovin&" report to ;ra liar CP con­
cerJ1iDB acUo .. involying COJIlpuq • ad .,. Two ooapalli.. vere ~ 
vith aa estimated enemy c_~ which vas a..mei vith euUaaUc "... 
pons and 6lmm mortars.. EneJl,f COIlPatI,Y was occuwing aD. uea in ilbe 
vicinity or a grave site whioh Coapq- P starlo" to _coyer.. li1&ht 
ITA. bedies were d1ll« up and a total oi 20; iJuliviclual. ar-. ai t •• 
vere ce1Ulted" Mter the tire fight with e~ o_puq, Jl _.,. 
OOBf'iaed xa and 45 probable KIA. vere recor ..... , rc_ptUi¥ I' oual­
ties tlerelS nAlJ 19 VIA (evac). Fixed -be _a .~ tIU"ontt .... 
use4 to aasi.t Company Fis withdrawal. Ba-.y broke co.tao~ ~4.r 
hea"'f7 bombardment and fled west. CP (Fwd) j ComP&ll¥ E and P loca.ted 

~"'_F'" -
Ed • i 
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" a1' ,._ •. C_~ G located at 712458. c~ B aM CP (bar) :' ,~. """'5J. 
";'(111) 092,15.0 3rt lIa.J.' hac Orela'. III ••• b.,SIaI) .,ora-

tioaa ill. .. sip_ seotor. Co.duot thorough aearoa of .a. 'bo&rd.ed 
_'~_4''''_stp 'QW8 _ .ofth, QL77 OIl .st aa.4 01.45 OIl south. 

,;0. ...... __ • 1IlprOY8 clet_sin, positiOll em till 861. 
~l1e) 100815 •• Bn hag Order 2}-67. o.~(~) paUoa 

.... ff) 'oonduct aD operatiOns IAW }rd Mar hag Order. ' 
V (119) 1009001. COIIlp&ll¥ (-) patrols departed IPs. 

" (120) 101100B. Coapauy H discov~red filA. ammo And medical 
equipment vioinity 17745'. 

(121) f01232B. Cca~" reported _~ .. -.1""t oaptured 
on 9 Ma.v. ~ Captured equipment inoluded , veapons, assorted. !IVA. 782 
par. 200 lba of rice and 1200rds of S/I.. _0. 

'-122) 101515l1.. Chopped platoon, ec:.p8Bl' B frca Ccapazq E "0 its ~.t aait. ~ , 

~ 

{12,) 101608H.. Company G reported 1 ........ .l vaa4erecl 
tate MapaJlf CP a:nd vas oaptured. F(IJ sent to .. SdH. 

,: ( 124} 102}15lI. }rd liar I'.rac Oz4.r. :I1.,laoo 2 oompanies and. "-'. 
, ," orp:a.io supporting aras by- he10 to J:D &gB. .... 2 o .... :t es and 

eo.ilazlcl g'L'OllP to KBE SAlOl via ovorlud 1'_11... Claop Pl.&tocm, ,Ooapmq 
Il 2/9 to 'I' .ffective l10100Ho MoTe 2 coapeai" <nm) Tia fixed 

, ~ ~oraf"t to DoDg lIa for further tranaportaUo. to ABG ehippiJIg. 
~ -. (125) 110700Bo BD J'rag Order 24-67. PlMoea, CeapMl" 11 2/9 ,-.. 

CBOPlSD OPOQl' 'to ,I'. Companies E &ad. • aDd. &J.I _,_ pia.... ~, 
1).f~ IL-l 'IlOYO __ M10 :to ED MlH. Ccapanies G aD4 B and I. "d CIrnp Alpha 
~ r aOTe to KBB SlBH via overland route. 

-

(126) 111410H. Companies E and F CHOPfED Ol'CON to ,x'd Mar 
DiT and departed KBE 5ANH via fixed wing aircraft to DONG HA for 
r.riher transportation to AKG shipping. 

---' (127) 121420B. 2D.d kilt.lio. (-) (aeill), Jr4 ~me. CHOPPED 
I OFeOJ't. }rd Bar DiT and departed oa ........ 1& ~De4 1d.JIc airoraft 
0'" 'to DoUC .. for further traneport.ti01l to afl ..... pp1Ac. B Btr)", 1st 

~,~ ~ Ba, 12th Mar CBOPRBD OPCOJI to ,rd 11m: ])i ... UI4 48p11rieiUS, 8dJl Ti. 
ro~ rider to Dong ,lJa for furthor tran~atl_ to So. ahippillc'. 
" ~'~ (128) 121800Ro 2nd Battalion (-) (Rem), 'ri lia:rines and 
-:8" Btr,y9 1st Bnp 12th Marines CROPPBD OFeOI to C~G 79.5. 

10. Jleettlts 

a. Friendll Lo88e88 

(1) Phase I. 22-26 April 1967 
]!§!Q. 

;,'1 ,I' 
. -' ~ 

.J 
6.-,~"", " 
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1Igfl 
OFl!'l CERS !~I!,!!;J§ltE:!! 

!!! ,~!! !!! <-!2Q! VI!;! .\iJA ~IA DOW, 
o 0 0 0 5 11 0 a 

(3) There w'$rl:) no iiH3.Jor :items of equJrmlent or materiel 
losses :i.u e:,L tih.Elr phase of BIilAOON' S'.rAR~ 

b ~ Jl!!!:£!.!1L kj!!~£,! 
catego5f 
VO lU.A ~(;(';nf ) 
VQ KIA (;Drab) 
vee (pow) 
ves (INTEliliOGAt1ED/REL&1i.SED) 
NV.! K.IA ((k)l'l..~') 
NVA KIA Ip .. " .•.. i..' rot)) 
NVA 1'01'1 
Weapons eaptur:ed!destroyed 
Fort,ifi';;;atj .. on3J· d.estJ.~oyed 

Fight:il"J.g Holes un'i;;;over8d 
p.m.) j !:;:ra:ps dt~gtr{iY<td. 

AmrrrllnHdon (raptured/ d{;strDyed 

S/A. 
Ch.ic,om grenadtH3 
6.lmll1 ll\01.';'t;ar 

pr..illse I 
!;-~;---~ 

(1 

23 
') 
!1.~. 

.50 
o 
o 
a 
o 
,1 

}} 
63 

2 

75mITl RR 0 

Ehase II ~ 
a 0 
0 2; 
0 2 
0 50 
469 469 
1,5 155 
>; ,.. 5 
93 93 
76 77 
451 484 
0 6~ 

16~1l' rdB 169 113 
143 145 
41 269 
:2 :2 

82.l1l.ITI mortar .5 42 45 

rds 

Dmol.U;ioll equjjxilEmt 40 Illt.' L,,171 1b8 11211 l'bs 
Miscellaneous enemy 782 {,rear 25 Ills l~ 701 Ibs 1, '126 Ibs 
Rice .300 11;;3 e(oo lbs 1;000 los 
Medi.cal supplies 0 300 los 300 los 

It 'Was not alwa;ys IK"t'lsfbhi! to ;":l~a:.t'Gh areas where deep supporting 
fices and. air st;r::ih~!3 'i.~{i!f';i" ;:;ond.;J(':ted, t;h'i:~refo:reg the resu.lts of many 
of these u'(.1tiorls ,:;ol; .. ld notr..e eval.uated. 

110 A9£nind.st£ill!L~~lj;£~:tf~,;;" The Admin.ii:rtrati'\re Plan pr.oved to be 
adequt'l.te in all re8pe':::t:~" ~rhe $er.ial~5sigl1ment table was changed 
consol.ida,tioc th,;" i .. ;:);-flltil Rcn>ll.:i.t::aer batter.r less pr.:ime movi?,XS .i.:nto one 
ser;ial. ~:h,3c \1n:; f~.i. i'O t.t'';iJ~.1tlf@r:r€d. from the USSMONTICELLO 
to th,.:; USB OGIlEl"i ,",i) fac.:Ll:i.i;atre d,rployment of 1,;hj.8 un.:i:tby (d'ther 
helic0pter «);r LYPo Tho s<'3rlal m.H3.ig'111.iJ.en.t, table with chang-e #1 per= 
mitted rapid depkymen.t of all combat unHs within the BLT" 

,§!dI2!!1;t_!~El1[!,:kfHl~.i._Q om1;~LIp!!l.~~;)." .~rrH~!hh!A~~~ .ar!~,_~ea~!l 
Carried .~ .tsi.'.lault tl'roo.l2}'l<> --n.r--On Ii':r-;;:tTo~;, arm1l.u:n:L and Sf!f,;)c:ii;;l.l equipment were 
sta,g'ed 
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was effeoted on IL·l wi ththe exception of high explosive ammuni tien. 
These i tams wer",~i.ssued .in acoordanoe w:ith the standard BA and the e 
Battalion SO:P for:: GpE;rations. This method \}f iSBue was oonducted 
with a minimum of probl'.:tITiso High explosive tllmnunition was issued 
on D day j'lIst pr±orto the llll:Lts boarding assigned ia:ansportation 
to the combat arlf;B., Upon re-'€'lll'ba!:'kation, illlits turned in ammun.i-· 
tion on. h."U'J.u i.n tMH:;i,g.ned ·~rea8.. All lOQ.se 5 .. 56mm ball amm:unit;ion 
was to be used fo:r t,e~.rt f5..r,ing of NIGEl rifles whic;h were malfun-
c,/;ioning. High e:~~plcs:Lve and liru{ed ammunition was cleaned for 
re-lSSUE! 01.' Cl8.,[38 IIr gradi.l:lt;" and theB,A was to be reoonstituted. 

(2) Tb-:; TInT lali.d€ld in the Phase 1 AOA carrytng the pre­
scribed load ai:'i sf.1't:forth in tJleAdmfnistratille Flan and the Bat­
talion SOl? for Opera,Homs. Resupply during .Phase I of Operation 
Bea.oon Star was coordinated by the BliP S-4 located with the Alpha 
Command Post. Group and e:ffElo:ted by the Tae Log stations a.board the 
assigned. sh:ippl.ng. Normal resupply requests were submitted by 
1800 th.e day preceed:Lng dflHvery~ The Tao Log staged the proper 
supplies and coord,inat;ed frag ()rd(,):t:'s for helicopter resupply lifts 
through CTG 79 ,,5~ Resupply was m.ade early the following day when 
the tactical sHuation p':;;rmitted" Helicopters oarryi.ng split loads 
were frequently manned by ba,tta,11on supply personnel to insure 
delivery 'Lo the pI'ope:r:' "Clu:i.t.a:r. Only minor problems were encountered 
during resupply" 

(3) On D+4s' t.i:l.reE' assault companJes plus the Alpha Command 
Group were transport,sd 'by hel.icopt.er rrom the combat area to PHU 
'BA! for further tran:sportation to KHE aAlm by fixed wing ai~ora.ft. .. 
All remaini!!.g un:Lts were back loaded. aboard assigned shipping. On ,., 
27 April 1961 ~ OXle aSSall.lt compal.1y ~ the Bravo Command Group and the 
l05:mm Hmlli'itze:r bathn'] w>.?re !Jff loaded for further transportation 
to KHE SJllmo These transfers were cOOl'dinated thro'll,gh CTC 79.5 and 
no problE:m areas ar(~.;se~ 

(4) ReslJ·PIlly cfthe bs.,ttalion during Phase II of Operation 
Beacon Star was shifted to FLSU .. ,A, .located atKHE SANE. Again re­
supply was coordiI1atedby the BLT 3.",4 located with the Alpha Command 
Groupe. Resuprl;y r"qne:st.,s were called. in di,re<::lt to FlSU·~A for staging. 
fIS'l' person.nel fr(llll the BL'r WE~r"'::) moved to KBE SANE to assist opera­
ttons In the log-18tH) S'l.:q:rport a.J:,e~l~ E:x:teusiiT€ :resupply of all classes 
of eqmpmen:t wore requ"Lred< fPhe i:H~~ord:inaHon between the battalion 
S='4~ FLSU""A~ and the liST pe:nutted ra.pid :resupply in acoordanoe with 
the tactic,al situation 0 

(.5) An :EV:ivH:r!.:;,,~ bB:t:tal;ion supply statton was esi;ablished at 
KHE SlUm to as:s5 .. stfhe BAb :Ln the remoyal of G8sualtles from the 
combat a.l'eaa This is ta:t<l,(,I'~;. was respo:nsihle fur th<:~ Golle'otion 
of .i.ndiv.i.dual weaponB and equipment of casualties and for further 
t.ranspcrtation of these ;l.tems ha.;.,k aboard the USB PRINCE'rON~ 

(6) Up:::ni the compleUon of .t'w.1se II of the opera.tion, the 
ba.ttaLf-on less the 105lll!11 Howi.tz.er battery was flown by fixed wing 
airl,n:aft from KEE SJ .. NH to Th'mg Ha6 A rough rider was ass.igned to 
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transport the batter:,'t;o Thmg Fla,. 
battalion t03.s:signGd. w!io\.H 

l¥\u:ther transportation of the 
;;;,<00omtillsh!Jd b;;f amphibious land-

ing craft ... 

b. Ma:int1i':p.a.rJ,£~~ No,n.na.} m~3;.inb~mance -Wfl.8 conducted throughout 
the conduct of the o pera:U.on,. Ont:' stu,d ehafl; for an JJVTP-5 was 
.fabrlcated llY trH3' 'USt;~ .~Lr;~t:;i ~~i, eontti.ct ).:CD~::~ i.ru:pplic,,\l l)y 
1st Amtrac BattaLi.on .10catE;'d Jl:1 D:.ms- It'i\, c(\'mpl(;d';lf:~d the re:pairs. 
Wea.polls and equ,il)n,ent, J."':ilquir.in,g }rd eehelon maintenanee j.B to be 
turned over to the aj;tB.ched 1ST] for re1:)air" 

c. 'llre~tlr(£,-:!tL2Lg§;~1!!bliLf.s k_~'vM:!:!atio~1.. a.~.d ,llQJ3Ei talba.ti on~ m !11~§'Q_!L F:Lrst €/0b:jlon medical oare was provided in 
the field by (~orpsmen attaDli€;d tn eMhri.fle c~ompan;;r tmdsupporting 
units" In addj'Uon q a forward BM:3 ,C)onslsting of one medica.l officer 
and four co:r:psmenwal.3 4'1t.tachedtothe Bravo COHtlTlmld Group of this 
battalj.ono On th.i.\il 1E,-'{,;;1; fix'ilrt aid and. initial evaluation of 
patients was acoomplisl:H:d", mino.r a:i,lmentl:;tr.eat;ed~ and the more 
seriously sick o:r ;;rouudedwere ev'~~cua.ted by helicopter to the USS 
P".rinceton £o:\:' more sfyoh.ist-:i.cated \'l'are~ 

Second echeloll (CoH~:;Gtiug and Clearing Platoon) and third 
echelon (Surgioal "l\38Jll) Ga:re wa'S ,';\ombined aboard the nBS Princeton, 
and. was able to provtdlt; :immediate trea,tment for a.l1 eaaualUes 
exoept those :requ.;irefng thE', sp~1c;J.a.li~ed skills of neurosurgery ~ 
ENT, maxillofacia.l" or opthaJ.J:l'H)logy.. La:bora;tory~ X-my fa.cilities, 
a blood barJc9 2 snrg;ical su.;ites w and rJ;olding- ca.pacity for 28j. 
patients enabled the I'dni];eton to aot as a. self contained hospital 
facility" 

During Phase, I~ oaelti.>.11 ties were a.s follows: 
RIAs 1 
WlAs 10 

All were USMC erllistf!d personnel, 
accomplished. by }J<IH 164 t,o the .Prinoeton .• 
evacuated for no:n~battle ,illness. . ..... . 

( 2 )Ph§!;§l f.l ,!! 

M.d e"\faouation was qu.ickly 
One ARVN interpreter was 

DuriHgPhaf.l8 IL, the organi:za.tion of first and second 
echelon oa.re wa.s mocLtfied as fo.llow:!'u 

it coH€!cting andr,~learing platoon from Third Med.ical 
Battalion was setup at; K""tlE BANE a.nd the medical officer from the 
Brayo Command Gl'Q'\XP ";:)rk·,,d iu ,:;o;n,jU.<"lction with-them. Casualties 
were eva,::ma t ~.::d from 'tn5lf i <sId, 1:{) l;;h.i..s un,i t where evaluat;ion, sup­
porti va meas'u.r':?sJ and ,.,'v8.':u.at;i.on .for thirdec.helon (,U.lX+: was aooo:m~, 
pllshed. 

A USA]" m,::~dica.l l",,j"acnla.tion !'acJHty ('rhe 90}rd Aero Med. 
'Ii'"'''''' ·A.'l,.j4):'I'l+ O"""8.'t:,· <~+"'·~ri·"'lO· tl.iI!'I') W'"'' a1,,0 ~,,,,,,j.. UT) ··t tbe .J:.J¥IU;_ - ..L .... "A'" \.:;.I,,-.1'., .... ..J.. IrS u,wn~::, ...... LJo A a..Cl' . ..J.-(,J O~'IJ 1: Q, .... _ 

base at KHE SANfil" for the pU::CpOSG of evaouati'on of casuaJ:ties for 
th,ird echelon \:;a.~r'{,'" This unit .had filEtle l'lurBe~ on standby and could 
obtain f1x';::o. wing i.'l.:].ro.!.'aft w:i thiIl }cO mirIl.:rtes 9 and so provided ,an 
efficient and hig'hlytra:i.ned 8er'.1,1(;:e. 
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At KEE SANE? casualtIes from 2/"5'J J/}~ 2/9'1 1/26, spec­
ial forces9 ARVNji and IVA POWs 1;I<:"r':; treat!6}1i. Every attempt waS made 
to send patients of 2/3 "t,) the USS Pl':'inceton~ 

The evacuation of pe:LientsTrom the :field to the baBe 
at KHE SANH was e:rn;;el1ent s' hOWi'~'V;'jr a e'Teat del3.1 of diffioulty in 
obtain:L."lS' h,-::hcopter evaouat.ion. to the nBS Prinoeton was encountered, 
and therefore BlUott UDe ",raa madi:: ef 'lI11e Air F'oree Hvt:lc.mation unit 
for diapos.ition of .pat;ients ,to Dong Has Fhu Bait and the NSA Hospital 
at Da NarJ.g,. 

Cal::1ual t.iHS from 2/"; were as follows: 
U[iI'lC (OF£') USMC (Eli1s) USN 

KIA 
WIA (Evae) 
WlA (Nonevao) 
WlA. (Evac F-L'inceton) 
NonBattle 
DOW 

.1 70 0 
1.1 157 0 
; 79 0 
4 96 0 
o 69 0 
010 

(OFF) USN 
5 
'9 
2 
4 
o 
o 

(ENL) 

In addlt:ion to the casualties of 2/3~ four WIAs from. 
other Maxine units" an.d one Special Forc.es man. were evacuated to the 
Prinoeton. No Vietnamese ba·ttle oasualties were cared for on board 
the Frinceton. Of the non battle casualties, only six cases of heat 
exhaustion a.:J.1.d one 'Clase of infec'bed reet were evacuated. The remain­
der coml'tituted sprains~ oastro intestina.l disorders and other non­
serious cond:itionr~" o.r the ,,0 total WIAs and nonbattle casualties, 
197 were returned to duty ~ 91 transferred$ and the remainder (42) are 
pending further diapos.ition& 

d. Tran!!m£rtation,i;., Only limited organic vehicles were off 
loaded throughout the conduct of the operation. During Phase I LVTP-

'5.!.s were used as prime movers for the lO,5mm Howitzers~ and limited 
batt e:ry organ.ic vehicles were used during Phase Il~ The majority 
of' transportation recFlesis for troop movement~ med-evaos l a.nd re­
supply was supplied by BMM.>164 .in direct support of the battalion. 
Troop movements of cons.i.derable dIstances were conducted as stated 
in paragraph lLa" above9 

e. Communications. 
(If-j::h;;ej:;:--Th.iS phase was oharacterized by fair to good 

oommunicati.ona ;Ln all areas 0 Comm:unic,a;t;Jon operations were some­
what hampered by frequency override spoasibly because all equipment 
ashore was intergat; i3d il'lto an Amph;lbJ.ous Com.and Tra.ctoro Some 
improve 'Went was gained by remoting some of the equipment outside 
the tractor and. utH:LzLng various antenna.s ;iuside and outside the 
vehicle 0 Some inte:rference froo Vietnamese stations was noted, 
but ;i.n no case was the interferellce such that it could rlOt be over­
rid.den. On ship to:3hore c.:i.rcuts~ :i't was found that a deok-mOlmted 
MRC-109 was super.ior .Ln both rec:ept;Lon and transmiss.ion to the inter­
nally mounted. VHC~46 equipment itself; nevertheless, some difficulty 
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was noted in sh.tp to .shorE~ -);ransm.iGrs:ioni;1!.t all ci:routs, regardless 
o.f the locatiun" due the o:rientat.i.ol'l ot the shi.p i teel! '" 
It is possible that 'ilihm:t th!? fjUPE:'~CGt:rU<[ltm:re is dirl:!ctly between the 
transmUting and. r.~,;}eiying I:rb:!l'I.'i,.iOni.i, enoUgh ~;nergy is absorbed to 
canCl)l or djgtort t.~';::,nr,\mj 83:i.OO. Ift.€! sltuatton did not beoom€, critical, 
as the down t:imewt1s :invT:triaIK>ly m:in:imLL. 

Ca.) 'l:wc Tadic W:t;";I·ICI;!~1::;DUvatl::~d during Phase I link,.. 
l.·ng +1-10 BLtl! m.,,~ 0'L1<' .. f':n::l filAr: ",,1 !.:;'1'" L:T}!' ;P,A\'; iiJ-;. TAO .J/..l· was ill. VUD/TSz vl. ~ .t. ~J.U. ~.u.t.~ 't o-,~ Jl,.~ Q' p 0_' .. k .... ,.,U kl-JL1 ."" "'V 1r'L,,, Q;. 1'-' D.!!' I Lll"'.l 

circuit and. 'TAO it2 Wt1S Em E1ijSbB. 'llI'af£J:; ~;tolwne was negligible on 
S.,. 7;1 m~c Jj.t) d· ,>. t" t1' ", ~"p.r!I'l·"""~l · ... ,,1" "b" 1·1 ." f' riP. t'>.iJ.1 """0. t"'''' eo"'ly .I.IJ.' ,,/.;4 7rifi,· .1l~ '~J .,,1(:., ~,v,.".;..,,,,, .•..•. 'V .......... . ".. .••• \'), .• t.;a" ff"'- u.u ."u", ""'" 

.install':;,tion ;ofa 1"'11(0,,·,62 lSl,shox'€,_ COnBtV;p"t",ntl:{~ SIJf~ TAO #2 was used 
on an !.!:;:§';,g,:!1i!':,!!';;;;. basifJ. II;; was (:July on,:", necessa:ry to come up on 
SSB~ due ·t;o i;h,;:: d.ist,;a.n,ee between shfp and. ~hore stationa" 

CO) There was no oovered:oircuit uaed~ It was not 
tactioally advanta,geo"Us i;ob:ring i:he nei5essary radio equipment ashore. 
~he Tao .Log .:;ircuH di.d not;,':;)p~);;rate ;Ln the covered mode. It should 
·br,' l';')t:p·~l t··"·,"t thA'r":::, -'p.~ J).-' "'-1"1r·" lO"'l·,·.;,-,-/l'llanLotT st"'tl'''''n 8"'ho'l"-;' <I BLm ..., . h . ''''-~...J, ,;,(J..t.l.- ~'u,,,·,b,,,w ;;... W·I.:l,>.-:t:~ ;.-.W IlJ ~.L ~ .,a;"::.N, "'-:~'j" ~ \,Ii- b ~~ '" v· Q __ ~:..{} A J...' 

Rear stat.iol1 was maini;ained on. the BIlr Admin Net aboard ship and 
resupply req:ue,sts w\~r\0 reLa.yefl to Tac.Log on this Ul~t" 

('8:) Internal TILT radiO :nets were satisfactory. The 
use ,of both a t.a,;::.tical and, aO.lltlnierla:'atiV'El net proved most advanta­
geous and greaH~y all&v,}iithad ·ta:affic volum" on the taotical net~ 
Operat:il:lg distanC€iB we:l:i9 neVer pr,(ih:Ib;it.;Lve d1.l;r;int'{ operatimlS ashorso 
Relay operations to outlying companies became necessary on one 00-, 

casion 'W'hen the com.pan~r ·was moY.:Lng tbroU€;h hea;v'J' brush~ 
(d) Radie Hel~f was employed both to the shi.p and to 

PhIl Bai~ both utili.z.Lng the MRC",,62 van, without prime mover,. Though 
some t~Ewhnical dHficul t1es beset both shots, both had less thal1 
25% davm tJJn00 

(2) E.ll~l!L!L Radj~(l Comlllu:uica,t.:ions were excellent during 
Phase II, rIhe terraJn w;i.th gently ro.Iling hills lended itself to 
dependable radiotra;n,:'mIlss:ion" There was no .i.nterference frem for­
eig,rt stations" One frequency was only ,,05 MO from a Battalion TAC, 
but that was ohanged em r"'''luesto Otherwili'Je~ no override was e.x~ 
perien,:'!ed wha;t:soever" Whip antennas we~tI suff:icientfor even the 
most cli:sta:nt station:":) Dr;t:he nJ?t8" 

(a) :rhrc"~1.3'hj;;h€::rl;; wert]; lL1l:' ]';requenoies available, i.t 
was necessary to a0Uvate ol1.1,Y th.} i!1:lJPj:l!1{ Frt1qu~mcy on RegiIDenta.l 
TACo 

(b) rrh.E're 'Was .uo ,=,o;rered;;,;:Lr,;u.it" It should be noted 
that a log:ist;ics md; operated direc,tl,y (rom 8,,,,4 to ISA q Shore Party 
net was not act n<::);r ·W:l,S .a, cQver'ed l.)lrou;it;; employed" 

((;) All int~::cnal BnJ.1 :rp..d.:i.6 net;s w(~re satisfadory. 
'l'hel:€ was 110 Admi:r.d,'3tr;'at lYe !!lei; empl.oyad~ through 1;liiH;> ot' Q.ne would 
have eased traffJ·i~: "lOlmne on the En TAG. Relay ,procedure was used 
on only one OCCUS:l,Xl to r:U1 Gutlying ;::,l",)llJJ'arl..,V. 

(d) 1l 11aClie> Ih~la,y shot was SBt up with three stati.ons 
uf;H:i:zing ·the TAO",,27 eq.1;dpill.ientv Th", sh;yt; 1";8,8 no·t successful. Equip-, 
ment was plaglled with techn:L;~;a,l dH'fJoult:il,O),s as well as Opf.lrato:r in­
adequac~t u ThE~ standing W;treillstallat,ion at KHE SiU~H produce(l crOSB 
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talk and stra.y :r;i11ging. Th.e sh,(rti· W<1/, tinally 3nut down as more of 
a tactical liabi11 ty iJ2al'l. a comm~1:nd [ilUpp'tn:t itev:I.ne ~ e 

f~ Medical Eyaluation 
('1) rfki;;-coiEa:;;;dseeond echelon (aollecting and clearins 

company) and th.:i.;:;::d edu,>,lon (sUI't,d.cal team) .£uncUoned well to provide 
excellent med:i.oal treatll1.n1t.ln this opera:tion~t;he ma.jor detriment 
utilization of th.i13 facility was the difficulty in obta.ining heli­
copter evacuations during Phase II to the USB Prinoeton.. Adequate 
evaoimtion must be providedf,,:r the system to work" 

(2) The 903:rd Aero Med Evao Flight Casualty Staging Facility 
ItA" vas invaluable in providing rapid, medically acoompanied evacua­
tion by fixed w.ing a;ir~xaft to in-country t~ echelon medical 
facilities.. This unit can be utiHzed in an area where fixed wing 
can landg and so would provide an alternate means of evacua.tion in 
oases when the ship may be weathered in.. insufficient helicopter 
service is availableji when the BLT iiS to far inland for complete 
helicopter evacuatlon, or ;i:n a situatiol;. where the ca.sualties are 
tco numerous for the A,RG hosp.i.tal facilities to handle" 

(3) Had the Collecting and Clearing Platoon of 3rd Medical 
Battalion not bean Sf.:ll1t to KHE SAlffi, the mortality and morbidity rate of 
the battalion would have been much greater, due to the fact that 
patients would bave had to be t:ra.naported .in exOIHs of fifty miles 
for second echelon medi.cal trea.tment. IrJ. a situation where the op­
eration is such a. long distance from the·· ship, seoond echelon med-
ical care should be se'!; up at a point between the site of ba.ttle and 
the ship." 

ao Operation Beacon Star was suooessful. Phase I of the opera­
tion provided a newly fo.rmedBLT with confidence in its abilities and 
teamwork within its infrastructure which proved to be the two ultimate 
factors which dealt~he NVA a crushing defea.t in Phase II. 

h. The ship to ghore movement durl;ng Phase I was executed smoothly 
in aocordance with a contingent type landing pla.n which was formulated 
almost a month prior to the op,eration without ·I;he knowledge of the looa.­
tiol'!. of the A01~ or the enemy l3i tuationo 

c. Phase I was characterized by 
ing solely on resupply by helicopter .. 
the enemyt however~ all units reaoted 
of enemy locations. 

a wide separation of units rely­
Minimal contact was made with 

quickly to intelligence reports 

d. On D+4 of Phase I. the BLT laurwhed a oombined helioopter and 
over land a.ssault into S<l:)oi;or Blaok¢ 'this portion of the opera tiQn was 
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undcllbtedly the highUght of this phase as lQcal Army and Marinf' advisor!. in the Eu'ea r"porte~ an estimated 250 Vi; observed in the western portion of thE' f:l·ctor. It:is felt tha.t the planning and initial smooth execut­ion cf thjr, aS5U&l.t would have ultimately resulted in h."Y losses to VC units operatir...g in 'this area. Unfortunately, the remainder of the opera­tion 'ME':, he,lted" in I'es,pom~e to orders for redeployment to another AO, thus ,;n::E'venting thifl BVr from r€'alizing their expectations of a good solid contact. 

eo Tr't' tactioal vithdraval frG'llll Sector :Black, the movement of the Qattr.liol", (-) from the AOA to PHI] &1 for fu.lither transportation to KHM. ;.AJ;h, thE' T.OVeJIlEmt of the battalion <. -) from K.Hl!i SAW to a new AO .... 'ith a.. n€'W lLI ssion, in lesH than 8;1,)r hours attested to ttMa> l't~"'Jftllit.v. ani readiness of the bat~on. 

f. Phase 11 of the operation afforded the batts.l1oD. coabat exper­ier:.oew lfl sj,xt.een dl\Ys, whioh like unita could expect to ga.L", over &, period of month:f.l. In part.lculs.r, the variety &."d Doun:!; oi" Iilupport~ arms used du.r:intg' this phase gil'll'€! the battalion .!!"'hCC, FAC t.eam_ and compa.ny c:ommt:ltMers Iil> realistic evaluation of~b.e oombat aupport behind 
th€lll,~. <lidded appreciably to their .knowledge of the need for detailed ceor'dination W),d employment of this fire ,Power. 

g. Phase II provided the battal.ion, part;cularly compW'l1 c011"1landers, ,.ith a bf.'ttel' perspeotive of logistical operations. The oonstant expel"­ienc,:; gained in coordinating supporti.ng arJD6dth helicopter res .... pply, in wide~ separated areas, proved to be aa invaluable education. 

h. Int{'JligfCce information acquired during Phfi,se 11 concerning the' Entifl)', his, tactics, his habits, and his weapons will surely pay tiividendll in future operation~. 
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,j;.', 2/5 
S:)«(;j~. J L,;:,,-::l.ng !)<.>;LCC • 

, , 

t.e :3. ffi:K to 
Ii;!,or,;u'y ob;jE.'ct 

q 

~--------------------7'--------------------~-* 
.::.::.-• ...:..l;' ''.~:i.::.; '.'1' lON L: .. 
,::;; ~-.: device c::·{':".lodes eO's soon ~~;; 

" ;,':' :Ln.r. is iull cd. DO IiJ} PUIJL 

"Rigged acl'oss bunkel' fntn.HIC€;,S • 

Lying around. on the grol.md. 

eLLeOi';; BOOBY ~r.!iAJ: Gh,;,NAJ)E 

f; J;;. t::'\'\·~:t,~dE~ is Iflb.11l1:.'actured as a rHady rr;ade 'firin~::; device to be us~:?d. by 
1:! , !-',11;'(: troops in the field. 

it .IL' S\/.i.hltioned by pullin{s the string that 18>1'Hi6 from the wooden fUZG body. 

i:~,;':c':: ;.ttcmmt to function this grE'made as i{i.;ill detonate instant",neously 
7:-'-',· t:~;ndL if the string is pulled! 

'!:' :d.g t.L;i.s iten-: \;iith a trip wire as f\.:booby trr:.p near bunker entranc€s 
<.rh:·' vc tilfm l;:...yinIJ around the battle field.. He hOf'es that you \\'ill pull 
tr.c, ,t:rirq t( seE, '\<111<0. t will happen ! 

ur.',(,:i:; .I. cUll L() your Platoon Sergeant jfycu finii 0ne. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
Special Landing Force (TG 7945) 

USS TRIPOLI (LPHelO) 
FPO San Francisco 96601 

SECRET~NOFORN (Downgraded to unclassified upon removal of 
enclosure 1) 

From~ Commanding Officer 
To: Commandant ot the Marine Corps (Code A02D) 

l/roc/cgc 
5750 
561" g 0020...67 
22 June 1967 

Via. (1) Commanding General~ 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade fr FMF 
(2) Commanding General. Fleet Marine Forc6~Pacific 

Sub,j~ Command Chronology for the period 13=:31 May 19679 !Submission of 

Reft (a) Mca 575002 
(b) FMFPacO 5750~8 
(c) BrigO 5750018 

Encl~ (1) Special Landing Force (TG 79 .. 5) Command Chronology 

10 In accordance with reference Ca) through (c)~ the Command Chronology 
tor the Spe.ial. Landing Force (T~. ,birlZ enclosure (1). 

~RTMAN 
Colonel~ U ~S" Marine Corps 

Commanding 
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1. DESIGNATION 

PART I 

ORctANlZATIONJiL DATA 

CO!M.ANDING 

Special Landing Force eTG 79".5) Colonel.H. D. WORTMAN 13 ... 31 Mq 1967 

SUBOlIDINATE .... UNIje. 

BLI 2/3 Lt Colonel E~ It" DELONG 
Major Wo O~· BEARD 

13 = 21 May 1967 
22 ., 31 Hay 1967 

HMM 164 Lt Colonel aa D" MCKITRICK 13 - 31 May 1967 

ATTACHED UNIT§ 

~ 

2" LOCATI01J 

). 

USB PRINCETON (!PH.",) 
USS TRIPOLI (LPH=lO)" 
USB MONTICELLO (LSD-J5J 
USB OGDEN (LPD=5) 
USB TOM GREEN COUNTY (LST=1l59) 

13 "" 27 May 1967 
28 ~ 31 May 1967 
13 "" 31 Mq 1967 
13 - 31 ~ 1967 
23 = 31 May 1967 

ST!}!F OFFICERS, 

EXGout:i.ve Officer LtCol Do R. BRIMMER 13 ~ 31 May 1961 

AOls~.l 2ndLt Co G. COMER 13 - 31 May 1967 

5· .. 2 Major J. H.BROUJOS 13 ." 20 May 1967 
Capt C" A. AUSTIN 21 31 May 1967 

Asst 5..,2 lstLt Jo Do CHAPMAN 13 ~ 31 May 1967 

5",:3 Ltcol Ru La CHRISTIAN JR" 15 ~ 31 MSy 1967 

Asst S=) Major WQ AI> WESTON 19 ,~ 31 May 1967 

S..,4 LtC;)l Eo We RERICH 13 = 31 May 1967 

CommO Capt F" E" HEURING 13 - 31 May 1967 

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

SLF Staffg USMC Off ~ 9 USMC Enl~,;. 27 USN Oft = 0 USN Enl e, 0 
BLTz USMC Ofr ,= 59 USMCEnl "" 146,5 USN orr ... 8 USN Enl ~. 80 
HMMg USMC Oft ~ 49 USMCEnl =. 183 USN Ofr ~ 1 USNEnl - :3 
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Du.ring thE! pEiriod 13",31 lI..ayl' the Sp~~i(;jl :L.%ndi:ng .FO:r\')lEl p Clomposed of 
the SLF ~ Hqp BLT 2/3 and 1001,.164 I':i~:mt:i.m:led tn.tpj:J,:¥rt (.}f cc.mbat ()"OerQ.tions in 
the Republic of Vietnam" Prepartttitwl.~ Wji):~'(;> &d0!lnd plar1i~ compl&tod for 
Dperation BELT TIGHT/HICKORY whioh commE!lnced on ::.~O J1~1.y 1967 0 Up~n Sllccess= 
ful completion of the operation on 25 YlaY 1967 elements of BLT 2/3 and a 
detachment of HMM .. ,16f-l-reported OPCON toin,.,c(;u:ntry force'.!',_ 'file .ARG sailed 
for SubiG Bay, Rv p" tor upkeep and tr'aIlsfer of TG 79.;'; to the lJSS TRIPOLI 
(LPH=lO)0 

J 
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PART ~l! 

SEQUENT~ LIS~~NG 9F S!GNIFICANT EVEN!§ 

The following is a review of the activities of the Special Landing Force 
(TG 79.5). Detailed information of BLTi/3 and HMM 164 is shown in the ap'"' 
propriate command chronology"in PART It.y. Detailed information 
on BELT TIGHT/HICKORY is oontained in PART IVo 

Ji.", 13 - 19 Ma;'{~ 

1. On 13 May the Alia/SLF wa.s positioned near Da Nang o I CTZ u RVNo 

20 On 15 Mayo eTG 7605~ eTG 79,,5 and repres~ntatives were at Head­
quarters 9 III MAF for planning, LWol CHRISTIAN reported. aboard for duty • 

.30 From 16~.19 May the ARG/SLF continued planning for opera.tion BELT 
TIGHT/HICKORY ¢ .... 

4. On 19 May CTF and representatives were aboard the GSS PRINCE1'ON 
for liaison visi to Major W,. A 0 WESTON an-:1. Captain AUSTTIi reported aboard 
for duty with the SLF Staff o 

Bo~ 

l., On 20 May Operation BELT TIGfrrjHICKORY commenced with the la.nding 
of BLT 2/3 by helioopter 1.n the DMZ area of Qua,ng Tri Provinc€lo CTF 79 
and representatives departedo The CG. 3d MarDiv visited CTG 76.5 and C'fa 
79.,5 aboard the USS PRINCETON" Opera.tional Control of the SLF CHOPPED V) 
CG III HAF at 200700H May67 (Auth CTG 7605 mag 200012Z May6? and CO III 
HAF msg 200344Z M.a.y67)" co. 3d MarDiv passed. OPCON Btl'S B. 1/12 to 12th 
Marines at 200700H May67 and 2d PIt (RainL Co A~ 3d ~rkEn to 3d TkBn at 
201400H }4s.y67 (Auth CG 3d MarDiv mag 1913S0Z May(7). 

20 Operational control of BLT 2/3 ( ... ) passed to 9th Marines at 2J1600H 
l'iay67 (Auth CG 3d HarDlv msg 230718Z Maye7) '" 

30 Operation BEL'f TIGHT term.tnated at 251600H 11ay6? (Auth COMSEVENTH.= 
FLT mag 250654Z May67)~ 

4 • Evening of 25 May the USS PRINCETON departed Dong Ha 0 I C'PZ" RVN 
enroute to Subie Bay Rt> Pu eTG 790.5 remained in Dong Ha pending CHOP 
SLF elem.ents to eG III MAF'. 

5. On 26 May Operational control of the SLF less BLT 2!J (-) and Det 
ffi4M 164 (8 CH46A) CHOPPED to CA'I'F' .at 261~OOH &y67 ( Auth CG III MAF mag 
260952Z May67) G eG let YlAvi assumed OPCON Det HMM 164 at 261600H May67 ~ 
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C. 27 - 31 May 1967 
i 

10 On 27 May TG 79.5 debarked from the USSPRINCTON upon arrival at 
Subie Bay, R. P. and embarked aboard the USS TRIPOLI. The USS OGDEN, 
with CTG 79.5 embarked, and USS MONTICELLO sailed from I CTZ, RVN enroute 
Subie Bay, R. P. ' 

i 
2. On 29 May the USS OGDEN and USS MONTICELLO arrived at Subic Bay, 

R. P. 
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Appendix 1 

C Appendix. 2 

Appendix 3 

, Appendix 4 

Appendix 5 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART IV 

CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE COMMANDS 
AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Command Chronology, BLT 2/3 ,/,3-.3 jl""rl$"~ll ,:;,,? 

Command Chronology. HMM 164, j,? '- 2 i rr~'j:r t.,., . 
BELr TI&Nrlj.JlC,kbRJJ, ,~Ct,-.:l:S"{~ ..... 

SLF. After .lotion Report, BBACON S'fMt-r'iils~s I and~ '1 
HMM 164. After Action Report~~k;~;3~":~'uant=if:,[!";>-w~ 

.. ..... j 
eEJ..rrl$~n' H i<2I'i:;:~,~£l , . .,.:.{y !"Y1~ 

BLT 2/3. After Action Report. ~p.ful-ft· '~jandH ., 

.96 ...................... .. 
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COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT, OPERATION BELT TIGHT (HICKORY 

11ap: Vietnam, AMS Series L-7014, 1:50tOOO~Sheets 6442 IV and 6342 Io 

1. GENERAL. 

a. Operation BELT TIGHT was oonductedpy the Amphibious Ready Group/ 
Special Landing Force in the Demilitarized Zone south of the Ben Hai 
River in Quang Tri Province, I Corps Tactical Zone, Republic of' Vietnam. 

b. The Operation, held in conjunetion,wlth, and in support of 3d Marine 
Division Operation Hickory, commenced 02'). 20 May 1967 at 0700 with the landing 
of the helicopter borne assault forces in landing zone Parrot em 144775) 
and landing zone Mockingbird (YO 133771). The operation was terminated 
at 1600 on 28 May 1967. 

20 TASK ORGANIZATION. 

Speci,al Landing Force 
BLT 2/3 

HMM 164 

3 G INTELLIGENCE 

Colonel H. D. WORTMAN 
LtCol E. H. DELONG (12-21 May) 
MajorW. o. BEARD (22-25 May) 
LtGol R. D. MCKITRICK 

a. Enemy 81 tuation and Capab1li ties Prior to Operation BELT TIGHT l 
HICKORY 

(1) Enemy Situation. Enemy ground forces in the objective area 
had been identified as the 32nd Regiment, 341st Divisiori;4th. 5th and 
6th Battalions. 812t.h Regiment, 32LrB Division; 29th Regiment. 325B Divi­
sion; and the K400 Local Force Comp~. 

(2) Enemy Capabilities. It was antioipated that the ~nemy could 
attack isolated units and outposts with up to battalion strength; delay 
or defend in present operating areas with fol-ces available t employing 
artillery and rockets against friendly forces; employ limited fighter and 
bomber attacks from north of the U}tt; employ AA/AW and SAM missiles against 
aircraft;. lightly defend the area with forces loaallyavailable and attack 
our helicopter zones with mines, Awl&. fire JaXld mortars. 

b. Enemy Si tua tion and Factors - During Operation 'BELT TIGHT/HICKORY 

(1) Enemy Situation. First contact with the enmey was a mortar 
attack in landing zone Parrot consisting of 20 rounds of 60mm mortar fire 
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from YO 147775. Mortar fire was Burpressed by fixed wing aircraft on sta­
tion. The remaining oontacts during the operation consisted of light 
m.ortar attacks and sporati.c SA. and AW fires w~th the exception of the sec­
ond day of the operation when the Battalion CF wa.s hit with 169 rOl.illds of 
artillery and mortar fire. Each mortar and artillery attack was countered 
by friendly artillery or air strikes. 

(2) Enemy Tactics The enemy displayed those taotios usually asso­
ciated with a well trained regular force. Mortar attacks were conducted 
from well concealed and varied positions with exceptional accuracy .. De­
fensive positions constructed by the enemy were well built and reinforced 
with steel girders and corrugated steel sides. One such structure at YD 
lL~97?8 WaS considered to be the location of a DivisionCP. Offensively 
the enemy employed mortar attaoks followed by small al'lflS and automatic 
weapons fire against friendly units both on the move and in defense. 

o. Terrain and Weather 

(1) Terrain Features, Cover and Concealm.ent. 

(a) Terrain Features. Terrain features in the TAOR consisted 
of lON' rolling plains that graded into hills raging from 10 to 40 meters 
high. The plains and hills were covered wi.th a short growth of evergreen A 
shrubs t vines and herbs. with some cultiva.ted a.reas located in the plains • 
which were used mostly for growing rice. Further south in the TAOR the 
terrain l':Jveled out. The objective area was crisscrossed with olearly de-
fined footpaths and trails running from north to south. Streams were ford-
able and posed. no problem. 

(b) Weather. The-weather was considered excellent from the 
standpoi.nt of supporting fire. No rain and cleal'skies provided uninter­
rupted use of CAS. However, the high temperatures during the initial phase 
of the operation caused numerOllS heat casualties who warelatar returned 
to duty. Visibility at night was also exoellent due to Ml moon. 

4. ~1ission. On D-Day at I-Hour Speoial Landing Force Bravo will oonduct 
a helaborne assault into the southern DMZ in Quang Tri Province to conduct 
search and cl~ar operations against WAive forces located. in the assigned 
TAOR. 

s. Concept of Opera.tions. The operation wa.s planned as a search and destroy 
operation utilizing heloborne assault landing. opera.tion was to be conducted 
in two phases. The initial phase was the landing 'by helicopter a.nd seizing 
3d Marine Division Objecti vas 2 and 3. This phase was characteriy,ed by 
maximum surprise. mobility, and shock action. After seizure of assigned 
objectives, Phase II consisted of a thorough, deliberate and aggressive 
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search and clear operation to the south in .ssigned Tlo.OR to link up with 
friendly forces. MAximum reliance was ,placed on use of supporting arms .. 

6.. Execution. 

a. Operation BLET TIGHT/HICKORY was exeouted in accordanoe with 3d 
Marine D~vision Opera.tion Orders 25-67 and 2.7-67 and em 79.5 operation 
Plan 120'-67 implemented by Frag Order for Operation BELT TIGHT7ruCKORY. 

b. D-Day was established as 20 May 1967 with 1-Hour at 0700. By 1;00 
on D-Day. Col!1!1'L8.nd Group "A" ,wi th companies ·'ft' . and "Ru had landed in 
Landing Zone PARROT and. secured Division Objeotive 3. while Command Group 
"Btt p with companies "Eft and "Gri had landed in Landing Zone MOCKINGBIRD 
and secured Division Objective 2. The SLF then cO!lUll.enced Phase II of the 
operation. For details, see eno1osures (2}through (4)" 

7. Commander's Analysis. 

a" Planning. 

(1) On 12 May the SLF backloaded from Operation BEACON STAR and 
commenced preparat:i.oHs for departing Vietnam and sailing for an upkeep­
training period at Subia Bay, R. P. However. CG, III MAF requested the 
ARG/SLF be placed in a 2* hour readiness posture and that SLF represen­
tatives commence planning at Headquarters 111 MAF'. on 1.5 May to develop 
plans for future operations. (eG III MAF 12l5l8Z May 1967). Cammander t 

7th Fleet, approved the request and directed compliance (COM 7TH FLT 
l30340Z May 1967). 

(2) CTG 79 • .5 commenced planning with III MAF and 3d Marine Divi ... 
sion and formulated plans for the employment of the SLF. Planning eon­
tinued through the issuance of final orders on 19 May 1967. During the 
planning phase. the following steps were accomplished: 

(a) Maps, area analysis and enemy order of battle were 
procured. 

(b) Communication frequencies were assigned and coordinated. 
including ship-to-shore Orestes far rapid and secure transmission of tac­
tioa1 information. 

(0) Arrangements WElre completed for the processing of de­
tainees and disposition of captured NVA. 

(d) Procedures for casualty evacuation and handling of RVN 
casualties were determ.ined. 
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(8) Command relationships were finalized. 

(f) Logistio support procedures were arranged. 

(g) The civic action program was arranged. 

(h) It was determined that the SLF would maintain a liaison 
officer at 3d Marine Division, and. with the 1st ARVN Division. 

c.. Command Relationships. 

(1) Operation BELT TIGHT Was not considert':ld an amphibious operation. 
An Amphibious Objective Area was not established for this operation;, and 
the control and coordination of supporting arms w~s not the responsibility 
of the CATF. The entire operation was conducted under the operational control 
of the in-country commander after the SLF passed the high water mark enroute 
to the objective area. 

(2) Once ashore operational control of various elements of the 
SLF was passed to other commands during the operation. Battery "B" 1/12 
was pae~ed to 12th Marines on 20 May. The Tank Platoon was passed to 3d 
Tank Ba Halion on the same day. On 23 May operational control of BLT 2/3 
was passed to 9th Marines. A detachment of eight CH46 Helicopters with a. 
~~intenance crew was CHOPPED to 1st Marine Air Wing on 26 May. III MA.F 
passed operational control of the r&mainder of the SLF to CTG 76.5 effective 
at 1600 on 26 May 1967. 

d. Supporting .Arms. 

(1) The concept for the employment of supporting arms was unique 
compared with past operations 01' the SLF. It was not feasible nor practi­
cable for the SLF to assume control or coordinatiClll of supporting arms as 
the assigned area of operations was within the established operating area 
of the 3d Marine Division and in the center of an operation in progress. 
BLT 2/3 accomplished normal fire support coordination within its TAOR. 

(2) Air support for the operation was controlled and coordinated 
by 3d Marine Division DASC located at Dong Ra. Direct artillery support, 
was provided by Battery "D" 2/12, a unit of the Provisione.l Artillery Bat ... , 
talion. Gio Linh. 

(3) A Forward Bomb Line was established along the northern bound­
ary of the Demilitarized Zone. Normal fire support coordination pro­
cedures were employed on targets south of the line. Fires beyond the line 
were coordinated with 7th Air Force through the ,d Marine~vision FSCe. 
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(4) Fire Support provided by the 3d Marine Division was considered. 
to be satisfactory. 

eo Civic Affairs. 

(1) Civilian personnel in the assigned objective.area were moved 
in an orderly manner to previously designated collection points where they 
were transported by the 3d Marine Division by family units to the Quang 
Tri sector family resettlement area at Cam Lo. At Cam Lo, every possible 
assistance was rendered to insure that refugees were properly registered 
and racei ved shelter t subsistance and medi.cal care. 

(2) All non-,combatants located within the DMZ were removed regard­
less of personal choice. All non-combatants in the assigned area south of 
the DI1Z were strongly encouraged. to relocate. 

f. Communications. 

(1) During Operation BELT TIGHT communications with the BLT were 
marginal, While communi. cations with the Third Marine Division and SLF 
liaison personnel were highly satisfactory. Faulty communication with the 
BLT was caused by long ranges, heavily foliated operational area. and the 
rapid movement of the maneUver elements. 

(2) Average transmission distance from the BLT to the SLF was 22 
miles. The tactical situation and the movement of units during daylight 
hours precluded installation of auxiliary antenna equipm.ent, RC-292. and 
use of portable high frequency radios.. Heavy jungle and lack of passable 
roads also precluded use of vehicular radios such as the AN!MRC-109 and. 
AN/~mC-83. The primary means of communic~tion was the AN/PRC-25. The 
AN/PRC-47 was used as the alternate means when the BLT established their 
night positions. 

(3) The concept of operations and the type of terrain encountered 
during this operation precluded installation of :r.-adio relay to the BLTf 
placing the additional burden of administrative traffic on tactical radio 
circui ts. During one twenty-four hour period. 105 radio messages were 
processed by two operators on two radio cit-cuits. 

(4) The SLF communication section provided radio operato:r.-s for the 
liaison teams located wlth the 'rhird Marine Division at Dong Ha, and the 
Vietnamese Airborne units near ilio Linh. Normally p this would have created 
a serious shortage of radio operators. however. :r.-adio relay was not employed 
for this operation t thus allowing the radio rela.y operators to be used to 
augment regular radio operators. 
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(5) A oovered oircuit provided the Commander the capability of 
oonducting instantaneous coordination and liaison with the Third Marine 
Division CP at Dong Ha. Previous operations have proven that secure voice 
communications on a covered circuit are invaluable for providing positive 
control. 

(6) During Operation BELT TIGHT it was necessary for CTG 79.S to 
exohange classified matter with the Third Marine Division on a continuing 
basis using the KY-S. During several vi tal transmissions, other stations 
on the net not using security devices, and unaware ot stations already in 
the cipher mode of operation. attempted to pass traffic on this cirouit 
and disrupte' transmissions of stations using the KY-B. Solution to this 
problem would be to establish a separate oircuit on which all transmissions 
would be in the secure mode of operation. It would not be necessary to 
operate the covered circuit continuouslyo Initial contact would be estab­
lished on the uncovered circuit and a request made to activate the covered 
circuit to transmit classified traffico Units desiring to discuss classi­
fied matters would be the only stations permitted on the circuit. Uncov ... 
ered stations would not be permitted to enter the circuit. thus preventing 
interference with covered transmissions. 

(7) The rapid build-up of heat, resulting in equipment failure. 
prevents continued use of the KY-8. Experience gained from requent use 
indicates a solution to this problem is to activate the net on a time 
schedule thus allowing sufficient time for the equipment to cool. 

gd Readiness of the SLF. 

(1) The 8LF, embarked on the Seventh Fleet Amphibious Group Shipping; 
The USS PRINCETON (LPH ... 5h the USS OGDEN (LPD-S), and the USS MONTICELLO 
(LSD-35), is prepared to fullfill amphibious contigencies which may arise 
within the Seventh Fleet area of operations. Continuous emphas.is is placed 
on personnel, training, supply and equipment readiness. 

(2) The SLF readiness posture was again ~learly demonstrated in the 
planning and execution of Operation BELT TIGHT. Upon the completion of 
Operation BEACON STAR on 12 May 1967 the ARG/aLl waS preparing to proceed 
to Subic Bay, Republic of the Phlllipines.for upkeep/training when the CG, 
III MAF Msg 12151SZ May was received requesting the employment of the SLF 
for support of Operation HICKORY. 

(3) The operation marked the first time that the SLF was not in­
itially employed in an amphibious role. The SLF was assigned as the divi­
ion reserve and was subsequently directed to conduct a heloborne assault 
landing. This landing, within the previously established 3d Marine Divi­
sion area, was conducted under OPCON of the 3d Marine Division. 
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(4) The ra.pid response a.nd ultimate sueoess of the operation. although 
unique from past comndttments g has a.gain demonstrated the flexibility. mo­
bility and the all-around oombat oapability-inherent in the ARG/SLF Navy/ 
Marine Team oonoepto 

h. Logistics 

(1) Logistio support for the SLF was provided almost entirely from 
embarked supplies aboardARG shipping. Pr:tor to commencement of Operation 
BELT TIGHT/HICKORY, liaison was established with 3d Marine ntvision and 
Force Logistics Support Group ALFA representatives to coordinate logistic 
support from in-COu.11try assets located at the LS! in Dong Ha. if required. 

(2) D + 1 a detachment of Shore Party personnel and a BLT supply 
representative were transferred with tentagfiJ and radioequip1l1ent by land­
ing oraft up the CUA VIET River to activate a TAC LOG group at the LS! at 
Dong Ra. However, communications could not be maintained from Dong Ha be­
tween the TACLOG detachments aboard ships ~pd the BLT CP ashore with FM 
equipment normally allocated for TACLOG use. Therefore, in order to support 
the BLT ashore and to maintain positive radio communication, it was deter­
mined that resupply operations could best be acoomplished utilizing the 
facilities and contingency supplies aboard ARG shipping. 

(3) During the entire period of the operation the vast majority 
of resupplies were delivered from ARG ships direct to units ashore by heli­
copters assigned to the SLF. Althottgh logistio support of the BLT ashore 
was adequate to meet resupply needs. response time was not on par with pre­
vious operations. Delay occttrred when resupply requests had to be processed 
through a single BLT tactical net and then subsequently relayed by message 
to the primary TAe LOG support detachment aboard the LPH. Thus f lack of 
direct communication between primary TAe LOQ Group and the ELT CP adversely 
affected response time. 

(5) The LPH was designated as the Casualty Evacuation Control Ship. 
BLT 2/3 casualties were evacuated by helicopters directly to the LPH or the 
medical receiving station ashore at Dong Hafor initial medical treatment 
and further evacuation when required" Responsibility for casualty reporting 
was exercised by the SLF\ No significant problems were encountered" 

80 The following comments on BLT 2/3 and HMM 164 After Action Reports are 
included. 

A. BLT 2/3 
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(1) Paras 11f (3) and 11f (4) state UPO~ CHOP of the BLT in-coun­
try and departure of the ARG/SLF the loss of the J.RG Medical facilitieS' 
and the services of the C&C company and Surgicaltaam created a s1 tuation 
that could have been It tragic " had the BLT met with heavy resistance. The 
Surgical team in the ARG Medical facilities provides medical aid to any­
one requiring assistance but has the primary mission of medical support for 
the SLF. They are not an extension of in-country medical facilities. Upon 
Chop of BLT 2/3. CG Third Mar Div made the deterMination as to what units 
remained in-countryo The C&C Company was directed by CG Third Nar Diy to 
remain aboard ARG shipping. 

(2) Concur with Para 1380, that an additional day of S&D operations 
along the Ben Hoi river would hava rasu1 ted in the uncovering of more enemy 
supplies. However, all units participating in Operation Hickory were dir­
ected to be clear of the DMZ by 222400H. 

(3) Para 13 states the BLT experienced numeriaus delays in re ... 
ceiving clearence for Artillery fire 'thus hinderi.ng the accomplishment of 
its mission. Battery "Bn chopped to 12th Marines at 200700H. DUring the _ 
operation all Artillery support and Fire support coordinations was con- .. 
trolled by In-country forees o therefore the SLF is unable to offer any 
c~ment on this statment. 

B. HMM-164 

(I) Para 2a (3) states that the first wave from the USB OGDEN waS ~ 
landed in the alternate LZ. This was the result of mixed loadinp- of two 
companies in the same wave however the LZ had already been partially secured 
by units landed in the initial Waves in the primary LZ. 

(2) Para Jb states that aircraft utilization continues to be a 
problem due to the assignment of only one type aircraft. This comment is 
concurred in t however recommendation concerning Relo mix for SLF deploy­
ments. have been submitted to higher authority. It is understood that 
current West Pac resources do not permit the providing of the desired helo 
mix and still sustain in-country operations. The use oforganio aircraft e 
for MedEvacs is considered appropriate and every effort is being made and, 
will continue to be made to minimize ADMIN/e&eflights using the CH-46" 
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From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade I F;MF 

Subj: Command Chronology for the period 1 June - 3 July 1967, submission 
of 

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2 
(b) FMFPacO 5750.8 
(0) Br1g0 5750.lC 

Enel: (1) Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) Command Chronology 

1. In accordance with references (a) through (0), the Command Chronology 
for the Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) is submitted as enclosure (I). 

lonel. U. S. arine Corps 
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1. DESIGNATION 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART! 

ORGANIZATIONAL DA:rA 

COMMANDING 

Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) Colonel R. D. WORTMAN 

BLT 2/] 

HMM 164 

2. LOCATION 

USS TRIPOLI (UR-I0) 
USS MONTICELLO' (LSD-];) 
USS OGDEN (LPD-5) 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

Major W. O. BEARD 

LtCol R. D. MCKITRICK 

ATTACHED UNITS 

~ 

USS TOM GREEN COUNTY (LST-1l59) 

]. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer 

Executive Officer 

AO/S-l 

S ') 
-<.. 

Asst 8-2 

5-3 

Asst S-3 

8-4 

CommO 

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

LtCol D. R. BRIMMER 

LtCo1 R. L. CHRISTIAN Jr. 

2ndLt C. G. COMER 

Capt C. A. .AU~IN 

1stLt J. D. CHAPMAN 
2ndLt R. T. WALLACE 

LtCo1 R. L. CHRISTIAN Jr. 

Major 'Ii. 'A. WESTON 

LtCol E. W. RERICR 

Capt F. E. HEURING 

1 Jun-] Jl.ll 1967 

1 Jun-] Ju1 1967 

1 Jun-J Ju1 1967 

1 Jun-J Ju1 1967 
1 Jun-J Ju1 1967 
1 Jun-J Jul 1967 
1 Jun-3 Jul 1967 

:1.-19 Jun 1967 

20 Jun-J Ju1 1967 

1 Jun-) Ju1 1967 

1 Jun-J Ju1 1967 

1 Jun-3 Jul 1967 
13 Jun-J Jul 1967 

1 Jun-3 Jul 1967 

1 Jun-3 Ju1 1967 

1 Jun-3 Jul 1967 

1 Jun-3 Jul 1967 

SLF Staff: USMC Off - 9 USMC Enl - 27 USN Off - 0 USN En1 - 0 
BLT: USMC Ofr - 59 USMC Enl - 146,5 USN Off -8 USN EnI - 80 
HMM: USMC Off -lf9 USMC Enl - 163 trSN Ofr - .,lJJSN En1 - Y" 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

The ARG/SLF remained in Subia Bay, R.P. for upkeep from 1-7 June 1967. 
During this period BLT 2/3 remained in-country, OPCON to 3d MarDiv. On 
8 June the ARG/SLF sailed for I CTZ, RVN arriving lOJun67. The detach­
ment HMM 164 was back1oaded. on 10 June 1967 and BLT 2/3 completed back­
loading on 11 June 1967. thereby reconstituting the SLF. Planning 
commenced on 12 June 1967 for Operation BEACON TORCH/CALHOUN to be con­
ducted in Quang Nam/Quang Tin Province, I CTZ, RVN. Planning continued 
through 17 June 1967 with D-Day on 18 June. BLT 2/3 was landed by 
helicopter and landing craft commencing B.t 1 Hour. Upon corn:pletion of the 
amphibious phase of BEACON TORCH, operational control of the SLF was passed 
to in-countr,y forces. As the BLT continued a search and destroy mission 
west into Que Son District. they joined with elements of the 1st Marine 
Division in Operation CALHOUN on 25 June 1967. Operation CANHOU1J termin­
ated on 1 July 1967 and BLT 2/3 then continued their assigned mission in 
an easter~ direction toward the sea. BLT 2/3 completed backloading on 
2 July 1967 and Operation BEACON TORCH was terminated s.t 021)OOH Ju167. 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF S:tGNIFICAN'l' EVENTS 

The following is a revi.e,,, of t,he acHy'ities of the Special Landing Force 
(TG 79.5). Detailed informat:i.on of 81T 2/3 and BHM 164 is shown in the 
appropriate command chronology in PART IV. Detailed information on BEACON 
TORCHlcAI,HOUN is contained in PART IV. 

1-7 June 

8 June 

10 June 

11 June 

12 June 

12-1'7 June 

18 June 

21 June 

22 June 

ARGjSLF remained l.n Subic BaYf R.P. for upkeep. 

ARG/SLF depart,ed Subic Bay and sailed for I CTZ. RVN. 
CTG 79.5 and representatives departed for Hq, III MAF for 
SPECOPS plannlng. 

ARG/SLl:i' arrived I cn. RVN. CTG 79.5 and representa­
tives returned from Hq. III MAF. Det BMH 164 (8 CH46A) 
reported OPCON to eTG 79.5 at 10140011 June 1967 and em­
barked aboard the USB TRIPOLI (LPH-10). OPCON Btry B. 
1/12 passed to BLT 2/3 at l00800H June 1967. 

Ref: 12th t1.:'lrines mag 1005162 Jun67 

BLT 2/3 completed ba.ckloa.ding aboa.rd the ARG shipping a.nd 
CTG 79.5 assumed OPGON at lUSOOR June 1967. 

CTG 79.5 and representatives visited Hq, 1st Marine Div­
ision for further SPECOPS planning. 

ARG/SLF' continued planning for Operation BEACON TORCH. 

Operation BEACON TORCH commenced with the landing of ELT 
2/3 by helicopter and landing craft along the Quang Nam/ 
!~llang Tin Province border. 

Operational control of SLF PASSED to III N.AF thence to CG 
1st 1-1arine Divis1.on at 2l0600H June 1967. 

H.er: eTG 76.5 mag 201145Z Jun67 
eG III MAF msg 210146z Jun67 

Operational control of Recon Platoon PASSED to 1st Recon 
Bn at 221800H June 1967. 

Ref: CG 1st ~larine Division msg 211849Z Jun67 
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25 June 

1 July 

2 July 

3 July 

DECLASSIFIED 

Operation BEACO~J TORCH/CALHOIDI commenced as the BLT con­
tinued in a search and destrqy mission West into Qae Son 
District in conjunction with units of the 1st Marine 
Division. 

Operation CALHOUN terminated at Ol1200H July 1967. 

Ref: CG 1st Marine Division msg 010603Z Jul6? 

OPCON Recon Plt CROPPED to erG 79.5 at 01l800R July 1967e 

Ref: CTG 79.5 msg 280842Z Jun67. 

OPCOH SLF passed to eTG 76.5 pt 012l,:.QOH July 1967. 

Ref: CG 1st Marine Divis:ion msg 011545Z Jul6? 

BLT 2/3 was ba.ckloaded a.board the ARG shipping. 

OpQration ~iCGU TORCH terminated at 02130QZ July 19&;':' 

Ref: COMSEVENTHFLT 020536z Ju167. 

ARG/SLF was in a holding area near Dong Ha. I CTZ. RVN. 
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PART IV 

CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE GOIDWIDS 
AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Appendix 1t".·:-~:- 12th Marines mag 100516z Jun67 
" _.:~ __ GTG 76.5 msg 201145Z Jun67 

t· (!G III MlF msg 210146z Jun67 
.~,'--CG 1st Marine Division msg 211849Z Jun67 
;::---CG 1st Marine Division mag 010603Z Ju167 
';::~--CTG 79.5 mag 280842Z Jun67 
'=;:~CG 1st Marine Division mag 011545Z Jul67 
? COMSEVENTHFDr 020536z Ju167 

Command Chronology *.J}LT"'2/'J,~i~" 

Command Chronology f BMM, 164, 

Appendix 2 

.c' I • l.ppendix 3 

Appendix 4 

.,: i,' liAppendix 5 

SLF. After Action Report, BE,ACON TORCt;,. i'ID if ,'J,' 

HMM 164, After Action Report. BEACON TORCH. .", .,>.-, 

Appendix 6 BLT 2/3. After Action Report, BEACON TORCH, ; Xi ' .... ' .," 
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00 RUAUBJG 
DE RUMHMF 1538 1720145 
ZNY SSSSS 
o 21~14SZ JUN 67 
F'M CG III MAF 

----------

TO ZEN/ICG FIRST MARDIV 
RUAUBJG/OTG SEVEN NINE POINT FIVE 
INFO RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 

--

,"-'-' . 

RUMGUL/COMSEVENTHFLT 
ZEN/CG FMFPAC -ron:. '2.. \ \ ~7 0 ., \-\ 
ZEN/CG FMAW 
ZEN/CG FLC 
RUMFUV/CTF SEVEN SIX 
RUAUBQL/CTF SEVEN NINE 
RUAUBJG/CTG SEVEN SIX POINT FIVE 
~! 

E eRE T 
,peOH SLF BRAVO 
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o 21184.9l 
FM CG FIRST MARDIVREIH 
TO eTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE 
t NtO OG t I f MAr: 
eG FMAW 
eG FLO 
GTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE 
F'lRST MAR 
FIFTH MAR 
SEOOND BN FIFTH MAR 
ELEVENTH MAR 
F'~RlT RECON BN 
BT 

-- -- .... 

SEC R Et.'_ . __ .. _ '~"'-="::"' __ ' __ ''''--__________ _ 
FR~G'o 7~~67 (OPOON SLF BRAVO) 

• '.. ;~ .. ~ f 

Ao eG til MAF 21_146z dUN 61 (NOTAL) 
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21~6~~H JUN 67~ 1~., t.· ... , .. c< ~ W SF , ~. 
e. SLF ORGAINZTION AND ATTACHMENTS REMAIN SAME WITH EXCEPTION OHOP OF 
RECON ASSETS TO F I R.ST,:. REO(m BN JMI. R.Ef.~jJ 6 REOON PLATOON TO ARR! V£ 
F'1 RST REOON BN AREA VI I TH ~He:LMETS. AB, MOAtJ) VESTS. NORMAL PArROt EQU f P~IENT 
AND GAS MASKS t F AVA I LABlE It PH tOR 'TO mt t2!6¢H JUN67" .OHOP EFFEOT' VE ON 
ARR'VAl F' IRST RE<.~O~t BN AREA. ~ '3C:~ .2:H{ , 
). lOA OF' StF".IS ARE~ BOUNDED ON EAST BV SOUTH GHINA SEA, TO SOUTH 
BY LINE FM BT25346~ TO Bt~1)43g AlONG SOUTH SIDE Or R@AD TO INTERSECTION 
WITH HATL RTE tNE TO BRIDGE AT BT13S4¢g~ THENCE I STRAIGHT LINE TO 
BT¢¢44. ON WEST BY LINE ~M BT ~¢44 TO aT ~72457b AND ON NORTH ru 
9T ¢72497 ALONG SONG SA REN TO SONG THU BON TO SOUTH OHINA S£A~ D~ALAUTH 
WITH FiRST 14AR rlFTH MAR AND QUANG DA SPEGZONE TO EFFEOT NEGt:SSARY 
OOOR1>INATtON.· ." '.:::~"'~' ";::::; c;:ac . ' 
4~ DURING PERIOD 21¢6¢¢H TO 2418¢¢H JUN67 C-oNDUCT S&D OPNS IN ZOA EAST OF 
RAILROADS AND GENERALLY WEST 0' HATl RTE ONE~ 
5. BE PREPARED ON ORDER TO CONTINUE ATTACK I TO PAGODA VALLEV (V10 
eqORDS 8T¢I;:44, 9T054; AN» 9T¢646) COMMENCING O/A 25 "UN 67~ 
6~ SUBMIT REPTS lAW REr Co . 
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CO!{13AT AFTER. ACTION REPORT - BEACON TORCH/CALHOll'1 

Map Heference: AMS. VIetnam, 1:50,000, Series L7014, Sheets 6640 I,II.III & IV. 

1. Introduction: Operation BIi:ACON TORCH l';-8,S a unilateral amphibious oper­
ation conducted in accordance Wit~1 NWP 22(Aj,. utilizing waterborne and hel­
icopter assault forces. It W'16 conducted 20 miles south of Da Nang in the 
Duy Xuyen District of :;Juang Nall'l Province and the Thang Binh and (~e Son 
Districts of Quang Tin Province, I Corps Tactical Zone. Republio of Vietnam. 
Inclusive dates for Operation BEACON TORCH were 18 June to 2 July 1967. 
The SLF participated in Operation CALHOUN, a division size operation. with the 
1st Marine Db'islon during the period 25 June to 1 July 1967. 

2. TASK ORGANIZATION. 

Special Landing Force BRAVO 
BLT 2/3 
HJvll1 164 

3. INTELLIGENCE 

Colonel H. D. WORTMAN 
Major Til" O. BEARD 
LtCol R. D.· MC KITRICK 

a. Enemy Situation and Capabilities Prior to Operation BEACON TORCH/ 
CALHOUN. 

(1) Enemy Situation. Snemy for'C83 in the objective area had bean 
identified as 1st and 3d Battalions, Jrd 14''VIHegiment; V.28 Local Force 
Company; V.29 Local Force Company and two unidentified Local Force Companies. 

(2) Enemy CapabUities. The enemy was capable of: 

(a) at.tacking with a force of up to one NYA Regiment (3rd) or 

(b) defending at a time and place of his choosing with a force 
of up to one HVA Regiment or; 

(0) reinforce with a force of up to one N'fA Regiment (21st) p 

two separate L1" Battalions and four separate LF Compan:Lss supported by el­
ements of an INA Artillery Regiment. 

b. Enemy Situation and Factors During Operation BSACON TORCH/CALHOUN. 

(1) Enemy Situation. This operat.ion was limited to small enem.y unit 
contact; light probes and harassing action nth mortars. automatic weapons., 

.. 
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small arms and surprise firing devices. First contact with the enemy occured 
as the second heliborne wave landed in landing zones Wren and Cardinal. The 
enemy del1.vered several rounds of autom.aUe"\,eanon and small arms resulting in 
minor damage to the heHcopters. Armed UII-TE·s'. on station, qu5ckly~pp!'~1!l'ed 
the eriemy fire and heliborne operations continued unopposed. a.aviest. contact 
with the enemy ooourod on D-Day when H 2/3 engaged an estimated 100 Viet Congo 
Air strikes were called resulti.ng 1.n 23 enemy KIA (confirmed) and l~q. enemy 
KIA (probable). The rellL'li.ning contacts with the enemy consisted of li.ght 
mortar attacks, Aft1. and sf A fires, mi118S and surprlse firing devices. 

(2) Enemy Tactics. The enemy displayed those tactics usually asso­
ciated .. lith a. 1flell l'rB:':ned a.nd organized regular force. They used the l.ell 
constructed bunkers for protection from air strikes an<i artillery, the nu­
merous trench systems for evasion and tunnel complexes for concealment. 
Sniper activity 1</'8.5 frequent and aocurate. The enemy used small unit tactics 
t'li th exceptional professionalism, occasionally presstng larger forces but usu­
ally relying on t.he hit. and run concept. 

c. Terrain and Heather. 

(1) 'Terrain Fe.9.tures. Terrai.n features in the TAOR consisted prim.!l.­
rily of poorly drained flat area of rice cultivation, elevat,ion ra.rely exceed­
ing 20 meters. To the vlE!st. the ele'iTati.on rOSe sharply a.nd the topography 
became extremely rough. The hills and mountainous areas tiara dissected by 
numerous perennial and intermittent streams. 

(2) ~ieather.. The objective area 1l\ras presently in the dry season. 
'rhe temperatures ranged from 85 to 10.5 degrees causing a r,llmb_ of heat cas­
ualties as Hell as hampering the ]j-ft capahility of helicopters. Light haze 
and fog were present during early morning, limiting vlsihil:tty from fille to 
seven miles but had no adverse effect on the operation" One th1.mcier storm 
occured durtng the final days of the operation which held up resupply for 
one hour then passed rapidly to the south. 

I.}. Mission. Special Landing Force BRAVO commencirig at, L aM H-Hour on D-Day 
conducted a heliborne and waterborne assault la.nding south of the Cua Dai 
River; conducted search a.nd destroy operations to the sr,~ to vicinity Base 
Area 116 to destroy enemy forces t supplies and tnstallations; and, upon 
completion of mission, 'when ordered, executed a tactical amphibious wi th­
drawal. 

5. Concept of Oper,atiol1ao 

a. It r"as planned that the SLF would condl.lCt sEH3,rch and destroy oper-
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ations j.n the area south of CUll. Dai River along the luds Phuong Trl (BT 
2205(10) , Tay Thanh (BT 172503), Hong Nghe (eT 130483) to Pagoda Valley eDT 
0601~6o). Upon completion of operations Yicinity Pagoda Valley. search and 
destroy operations would 'pe conducted eastwardly along axis luan Lu(l) (BT 
Il~.5441)g An Thanh (2) (Blf 195461), rIa 'fay (BT 238481). 

b. The inherent mobility of the SLF was to be exploited initially to 
ensure a rapid buildup of combat power ashore thus gaining rn.1.ximum surprise 
and shock effecto Search and destroy operations t"ere to be conducted imme­
diately and be characterized by aggressive movement on the part of small 
units to locate and destroy enemy forces in zone. Maximum relianoe was to 
be placed on use of supporting a.rtl\S throughout the operat:i.on. 

6. Execution 

a. Operation BE:ACO.N TORCH wa.s initiat",d. by COI'lSEV;:;;NTHFLT 0908142 June67. 
Execution",.was in accordance with CTG ?9~50peration Plan 120A-67 implemented 
by eTG 79.5 l50103Z Jun67 I Frag Order for Operation BEACON TORCH. 

b. D-Day was established as 18 June 1907 with L-Hour at 0600H and II-Hour 
at 0800He L-Hour l-TaS confirmed at o615H.Company "F" in the first heHcopter 
Have tOllched dotm 2000 meters south of LZ CAJIDIN.AL (BT 191.500) at 0621 wlth .. 
out opposition. Deviation from plans was caused by HU-II!: flight leader error 
in marking zone and delay in completing LZpreparation by close air support. 
Subsequent helicopter waves landed Companies "Hit and "Elf and the Battali.on 
Command Group in LZ CARDINAL Company uGflJanded over Red Beach at o800H 
i.lritho1.lt opposition. The landing force sectI,red initial objectives and was 
firmly established ashore by 20 June. Cont:t'ol was passed ashore at 060ml on 
21 June and OPCONofthe SLF 'l'zas passed to CG, IIIMAF. thence. immediatelYt 
to CG, 1st H8,rine Division. Search and destroy operations were conducted 
east of the railroad bisecting the A.OA frOlll 18-24 June. ,F'rom 25 June to 
1 July the SLF' participated in 1st I'iarine Division Operation CALHOUN o Operation 
BE.Ii.CON TORCH vIas terminated upon. completion of the tactical td thdra'l'!al of the 
SLF to ARG shipping on 2 July 1967. For details, See enclosures (2) and (3). 

7. Co~~ander's Analysis. 

a. Ph.nning 

(1) On 12 June the 8LF in ARG shipping returned. to Vietnam from an 
upkeep pertod at Subic BaYe R.P., and began baokloading BLT 2/3 at Dong Ha. 
At the request of CG, III HAF', planners reported to Headquarters. 1st Mari.ne 
DiviSion, Da Nang, at 0800 on 12 June to c(ilntmence plann:l.ng fol'." future oper­
a Uons (CG III r1..A.F' 0606JOZ Jun67). 
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(2) Planni.ng conti.nued through the issuance of final orders on 16 
.June. During the planning phaseD the following ~teps Were accomplished" 

(8.) Haps, aerial photograpY1 area an.alysis and enemy order of 
battle were obtained and lim.ited aeri.al reconnaissance of the AOA was con­
ducted. 

(b) Current tntt."lligence 1.IT.3.5 obta:tned from 1st 14ari.11e Division, 
1st Narines. and U.S. Army Sector Advisor, Hoi An. 

(c) Arrangements were made for prof:)~ssing and evacuation of P'/ls. 
detainees, refugees, ot vili.an casual ties and captu.red material. 

(d) Interrogation - Translator Teams and Document Exploitati.on 
Teams 1ITere requested from III ~1AF. 

(e) LogisUcsupport procedures were arranged. 

(f) Radio frequencies were obtained and assigned and the com .. 
munications plan 'ilaS published. 

(g) The .AOA ltJas agreed upon and command r,~lationships were 
finalized. 

(h) it naval gunfire support ship was requested and requirements 
for ai!' .S'.lpport "\-Jere determined and requested. 

(i) 1st Harine Division "{flaB request8d to position one platoon 
of 155mm hm·Jitzers at Thang Bi.nh (BT l70L~15) to reinforce fires of SLF artil­
leryo 

(j) Additional helicopter support was requested constsH.ng of 
three armed and one unarmed UH-IE I ,9.nd two CH-5Jfor landing artil1ery and he,9.vy 
lifts. 

(k) Arra.ngements ."ere made to provide liaisonwt'th 1st Martne 
Division and to excha.nge liaison parties with Dist.:rict Headquarters at Hoi An. 

b. COlll1l18.nd Rela tionshiEs. 

(1) Operation mJ:ACON TORCH w.as a unHater.al amphibioll:~:;operation with 
command relationships in accordance with NWP 22(A}.. During the- Amphihious 
Fhase, operaUon.al control o.f the SLF was "Iir"ith CTa 76.54 Control ~Jas passed 
ashore and operational cOl'ltrol of the SLF was passed to III MAF and thence" 
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immediately, to 1st Marine Division at 210000H June 1967 (CG, III HAF 210146z 
Jun67). Operational control 1o1as passed directly back to CTG 76.5 from 1st 
rlarine Division at 012400H Jul (CG, lstK:"I.rDiv Ju167). 

(2) At various times during the operation the SLF' provided 1i..aison 
officers to 1st Marine Division, 1st Marines, 5th Harines, and to Distrtct 
Headquarters, Hoi An. 

c. Supporting Arms e Supporting arms were available to the SLF in unusual 
quantities during BEACON TORCH. 

(1) Hr. 

(a) Fixed wing air support 1.ras readilY_,avaUable and WAS uti­
lized ~Then required. After in1.t1a.1 neutraltzation of landing zone CARDINAL 9 

fixed w.\.ng close air support was on station until L + 180. Aircraft on 
strip alert could be obtained within 30 minutes thereafter. 

(b) Four armed UIr-IE helicopters were asstgned to the SLP and 
based aboard the LPH.. This enabled the provislon of escort to all CH-46 
fli.ghts as ;.rell as on call support to troop units on the ground. 'The UH .. TE 
crews controlled fixed wing atr strikes in addition to providh'lg support "rith 
onboard ordDAnce. < 

(c) Aircra.ft for aerial observation was limited to a period of 
about 5 hours on D-Day when a armed UUIE: was employed. Since ground obser­
va t:ion was sevorely limited in the "1l'tajori ty of t.he area of operaHon. the 
lack of~air observation was a limit:trtg factor in the employment of artill.ery 
and naval" gunfire. 

(2) Artillery. 

(a) Artillery attached to the SLF consists of one l05mm howHzer 
battery. To provide add.itiona1 artillerJ support to BEACON TORCH 1st Marine 
Division was requested to position a 155mmhowitzer platoon at Thang ':Binh 
(B'r 170iH5). on the southern boundary of the AOA, on D-l to reinforce :\SLF 
artillery. Two platoons were provided. The availability of this artillery 
permitted forTtJard observers to call for artillery fire immediately upon 
landing. Hedium and heavy artillery whichcoul-d reach any portion of the 
AOA ashore was also available from B'r 10858) iiear Iroi An. Fires were re­
quested from this unit on severa.l occasions consisting primarily of Hand 
I fires and preplanned defensive targets. 

(b) HobilHy of SLl?Artilla:ty "Was dependent upon helicopters. 
The l05mm baUery was inl Hally landed in LZ GARDINIAL the afternoon of D-Day. 
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One displacement 'VJas made to BT 153453 from whence the batt.ery ,,1:9.8 backloaded 
to Al:1G shipping on 2 JulyG All movements were ae~omplished by CH-53 he1i.cop­
tel's provided by 1st !1arine Air l!fing. 

(3) Naval gunfire~ IiMAS HOBAHT was scheduled to support 1st l-brine 
Di vision dud.ng the period 17-20 June. In respon,se to the request for naval 
gunfire support, erG ,?OJ) asslgntd both Em1A.S HOBART and. USS HUBBARD CDD-748) 
to support BEACON 'rOECH. After H-'H0ur, when it became apparent that both 
ships 1iJould not be required by the SLF, HNAS HOBART "raS released to provide 
genBral support fires for the 1st Uarine Divj.sion. The USS HUBBAltD (DD-7 /f8) 
continued to provide support untn "the termination of the Amphtbious Phase. 
Naval gunnr~ support ,",as not again required untiJ the amph1.bious w}',thdra, .. aL 
US:3 AULT (DD··698) was assigned to support the withdra\ilTB.l commencing B.t 0700 
on 2 JuT;? However. due to .a change of plans» USS AUL'rreport'lld in the eve-
ning of 1 July and depar'ted the at'ea at 0400 on 2 tJuly. USS PR01fIDENCE 
(cLG-6). which ';fas to have replaced USS AULI at 0700 on 2 JulY1 did not ar­
rive on staUon until after 0900. Because o.f the availability of close air 
support on station during the tuitial heavy contact with the (~nem'y and the 
subsequent scarci..ty of suUable targets, naval gunfire recei.lled little uti­
lization <1uringBSACON TORCH. 

(L~) COOl'd:1.MUon. Coordination of suppo:rting fires was conducted 
il'l accordance 1,rith:mrrehtdoctrine. During the amphibious phase, liaisOn 
officers Here exhanged between the SLF and 1st Marine DiYision FSCe.When 
control of supporting arms was passed ashore, the SLFFire Support Coordi­
nator moved ashore ,s.nd established himself in the BLT 2/3 FSCC.Communications 
Tffere est,9.b1ished i-ri.th 1st Harina Division FSCC by :radio relay direct.1ine 
reinforc9':} by a FT,f r.9.dio circuit. Supporting arms communication wi~h d.ivi­
ston FSCC and 1.111 stations ashore ,,jore ?generally good tfhile communibation 
HUh SAC:l: aboard ship was infrequent ,and. vff.FY poor on 1<1'1 oircuits. BLT 2/3 
FSCC performed all coordination procedures appropriate to an infantry bat­
talion while the SLF FSC 9a1'rieo out the cooi:-din~tion required witl; higher and 
a.djacent units. Vlhen the~ttal~(m command group"mo'!ed deep inla.ndto . Pagoda 
Valley with the 8a ttalionc:rrSCC,·· a1:1 aiistere SLF FSCC was maintained'in the . 
BLT rear com.rnand post utilizJ.ng thEY' Haval Gunfire Liaison Team to·oper,!).te re­
quired. communications. No prohlems were encountered with :tire support coor-
dination. ,., 

(1) Th.e USS TR.IPOLI (LPH-IO) was scheduled for installa.tionof the 
ne1-! fa.mily of FN radios and KY-8's l>fhile in Subic Bay, I.::., "Ahrlng late 
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Nay _ early June for upkeep. The necessity to transferLll'ORH amm:uni tion 
during this sa.me period precluded the energizing of ant'erl1UlSeto test the 
~evrly installed communications equipment prior to leavl'n,Suhic Bay. 

(2) Also, the extremely poor 'Heather condi tiQA4~during the upkl!leP 
period prc,vented completicm of top-sid", loc~tion and c'~ection of antffi4-
nas. Once underi'ra.y for rrVN the ship t s electronics tecniliciansworked to 
complete the overall insta.llation. Upon arrival in RVlI, during the b'lck­
load of BLT 2/3, e, limited operational test of theVRC .. 46's was conducted. 
but only over very short distances and not under tacti¢a.l conditions. 

(3) (a) On D-Day for Operation BEACON TORCH all of the Landing 
Force nets viera programmed for operation utiltzing ship'sVRC-46 radios., 
It became apparent shortly after L-hour tha:t these radios would not be re­
liable at the distances dictatBd by the tactica.l s1 tuation. The mora crit­
ical cireui t.s soon had to be shifted to dedk motmted Martne radios. 

(b) The majority of the frequency assIgned by 1st I-rarine Division 
',olere between 55 and 65 megacycles. Interference. pres1lmedly from high pOi,rer 
transmi tters aboard sh:l,.pp soon rendered all frequenci.es above 50 .~fG completely 
useless. After several attempts to locate the source of the interference, 
it ,,,as det8rmined that a highfrequeney transmUter used by the ship to 
communi~at.~"rith Japan \,ras the cause of the Jnterferenca.. An emergency re­
quest to l.~t ;lri,ne Division fOI'",s.ddltiona.l frequencies below 50 1~1egacycles 
and a request to the AHG StaffCqmmunication Off~,cei" to relocate thetransmi tter 
antel1Y1l.l.s for the NTX entry pa.rtially solved the problem. 

(0) A concerted effort was made to shUt the landing force nets 
back to ship's radios. only to discover that the wiring and connection of 
antennas t->ras inadequate or incom.plete. In several instances antennas Wer.e 
cross - wired or not connected at all. 

Cd) Those antenllas which were connected and operating were not 
performing as require3 due to improper locatlon and poor sH,lng. Two antennas 
for the VRc-46 radios 'VreJ:<elocatad too closs to ship·s stacks~ thus exposlng 
the matching units to excess"ive heAt. Ona antenna was mounted behind the 
antenml. mast 11ft of the super-structure, and two antennas were mounted hor­
izontally. leiTel tori th the flight deck. 

(e) Despite rOp'Clated. attempts to establish reliable communications 
wi th the landing force and with 1st ~rine Division using ship t s VRC-46 
radios, the deck-mounted Marine radto'e pro"rided the only positive means of 
contact from ship-to'-5hor9~ 
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(f) Only after continuous and diligal'lt effort on the part of 
SLP' a.nd Na.val Comm personnel to correct malfunctions and disrepencies was the 
SLF able to begin phasing ship's VRC-46 radl.os into operation on landing 
force circuits. 

(4) K1-8. 1119 configuration 0 as installed by SRF f Subia, for radio 
communicationti'SIng the KY-8 did not meet the requirementsQ.f the SLF'. An 
intricate series of changes had to' be performed on several patch panels to 
enable the radio to be used in the plain and cipher modes. The KY-8 'Was 
situated in the Sl.F operations office and the VRc..46 "(vas lOc.!tted in a trans­
mitter room quite a d.ista,nce from the operations off:.i .. ce. S~.gnal loss from 
the long line lead from radio to trunk line to radio crent;tal f~o [Y .... 8 to the 
rr~mote urlit 'was considerable and not able to maintain"'solid cont,"l.ct w'ith 
distant stations. To insure communtcattons on the C01rered circuit with 1st 
Harine Division I.?nd the BLT, i.t became necessary to rely on the deckmounted 
HHC-HO. Subsequently. the [Y-8 was placed at the same location as the radio 
and "as able to provide ral:i.able secure voice transmission .. 

(5) R,9..di 0 Rela.y 

(a.) In:!.t1.ally, the GRC .. lO's aboard ship were not properly 
calibratod .. "lno., q~li.i~ed a~ldwere unablf1 to fu~cU.on ~rQperly. The SLF w,ae able 
to obtaj.n tAPCh:l1cal as~n.sta.nce from 1st l>lar:me D:i.vl.s:1.on and soon ,,1<1.$ able to 
establish ltad'l'o' ~:·el:::,:;7 contAct with them~ The Rs,dto Relay plan provided for 
a. link from the 8LF (afloat) to rHvision and irom the BLT (ashore) to dlV'i­
si<'Yt'1. One channel from the BLT would be connect6(l directly to the SLF through 
d:i.·r~5ioh. 

;-... , 

(b) Again. antenna location abo.!l.rd the LPH 1(SS not desirable nor 
was it ccnducive to sound t continuous com1Jl1mications.. Thisfac"t. plus the 
discover'y that t.t,ro radio relay antermas wer€: faulty due to i!lternal flaw'S, 
rendered radio relay approximately 25% effecttve .. 

(c) The l.lnrf"lia.ble radio relay performance placed an extremely 
he,!lV'j burden of traffic on tactical communicaUons circuits. 

(6) Commu.nications Augmenta.tion. 

(a) ']'he SLF provided liaison officers to District Headquarters, 
lJoil~ .... lst f'1~r1n'~;:; '1'1ry 5th Marines. It wa.s necessary to !'~quest special 
its::;i::::.'!110$ ~~~~t Ha.rine Division to prOVide these officers with r,qdio 
operaL.;:;rS . "Hlr:i sttJ~ provi.de the communications required by the 8L1<' oper­
ations 'Office a.~'J04't2d the ItPa, Fo,¥, :re:1¥~·6·pe:r'9)~;rS wera ,as sign(dto 
TG 79.5 fr(Hn Chu'1ai 1:P>"fl'SUJ:;le a constmit.:".,nap,id.4:';c}l,ange 'trt .... ital ~inte1 .. 

..•.• ',' . . •.• )! •. 
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ligence among the liaison officers and the Landing Force Commander. 

(b) An attamptf.-l'as made to use the Ca:nadian Hul tiplex unit 
bet'J!'!'n 1st l{arine Division and 'iTG 79.5 to alleviate the problem created .... ' 
by:1aok of VHF frequencies~ This attempt met with very little success o 
due Lnly to the requirement for two relatively clear frequencies ten 
megacycles apart for reliable operation. 

e. Logisti££ 

(1) Prl.or to the commencement of the BEACON TORCH/CALHOUN OperaUfalI! 
liaison was established with Force Logistics Command to coordinate logistic'" 
support from in-country sOllrces. It was ag:t'oed that logistic support for 
the SLF forces ashore would initially be provided from embarked supplies 
aboard A.HG shipping. thereafter, at D Plus 4, from a LSA at. Thang-Binh. 
Activation of the Thang-Binh LSA, however, was subsequently deferred until 
1 July 1967 and as a result logistic support for the first phase of BlSACON 
TORCH l.as of necessity provided entirely from supply resources aboard ARG 
shipping. 

(2) Commencing on 25 Suno, D-Day for operation CALHOUN. all 
classes of supply. with excepti.on of water. emergency ammunition and BB 1~-5l 
battery charger service required in support of the operation, were pro­
vided from the Dinh-Ban LSA controlled by the 1st Marine Regimento A 
small Shore Party detachment was assigned by 81T 2/3 to augment LSA per­
sonnel and to process and stage resupply reqllirements received from the 
field. 

(3) Resupplios were delivered direct to units ashore by heli­
copters a.ssigned to the SLF. Resupply procedures established ashore and 
aboard ship were adequately responsive to SLF needs. No unusual logistic 
problems were encountered. 

(4) The LPH Was designated as the Casualty Evacuation Control 
Ship. BLT casual ties 1.iAl'A evacuated by helicopters di:rectly from the 
field to the LPH for initial medical treatment and further evacuation when 
required. ReSpOl'lSibility for casualty reportlng was exercised by SLF. 
'1'here 1<Jas no deviation from procedures formerly standardized as a result 
of previous operations. 

f. Civic affairs. 

(1) Provisions were made to evacuate all refugees to Hoi An re­
gardless of the province from which they originated. There they would 
be further placed. as appropriate, by GVN representativos. 
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(2) On 21 June BLT 2/3 established its command postrlcinity 
BT 116473, an area contalning a large number of civilians. A MEDCAP pro­
gr,').m was commenced on 23 June and conti.nued dailY l.mtil lea.ving the area on 
27 tTune. During this period medical care was provided to 261 Vietnamese 
ani dental care to 10 Vletnamese. Six civilians were evacuated to USS 
THIPOLI fol" med.ic8.1 treatment. 

9. Readiness of the SLE, SLF BRAVO, embarked in. ARG BRAVO shipping CUSS 
TRIPOLI (LPH-IO), US3 OGD[f;N (LPD-S)9 USS .MONTICELLO (LSD-35) and US3 TOM 
GRSFlj COUNTY (1,3T-1159) is prepared to respond to contj.ngencies which may 
ad se aU;Y'ltihere wi thin the Seventh Fleet Area of Operations. Continuous 
emphasis is placed on personnel, training t supply and equipment readJness& 
The success of OperatIon BEACON TORCH reflected the continued readiness of 
the SLF 

10. The follovdng comments on ELT 2/3 and Ht-m 164· After Action Report.s 
are included. 

A. ELT 2/3 

(1) PARA 13A. The landing of the initial helicopterborne assau.lt 
is covered in paragraph 6.b of th:i.s rel)ort. 

(2) PARA. l3B. Concur thfl,t the delay in the movP.lllent of B/1/12 
could have had a dlsastrous effect on the operation. H01frever the Ch-53 
is not permitted to enter a Landing Zone that is under fire. The Zone 
in question was under fire during this period. The withdrawal of B/l/12 
was tua.de Hith CH-53's from a secure Zone and no problem were encountered. 

(3) PARA l)e. Concur that the enemy controlled the beach area. 
prior to the landing and that there were enemy in the ar~a during the 
t..d.thdrawal, HOioJ'ElVer when a.n area. :1.S swept clear of enemy but the tactical 
situation does not p's:rmit permanent occupancy, U is highly probable the 
enemy itrill filter back in. 

B. HHN 1M, 

(1) PAR..~ 3A. The excess flying requirements placed on the 
UH-IE Pilots is done only as an operational necessity. Concur with the 
solution set forth Paragraph i+b. 

(2) L~~:, .• 3B. The CIl-53 A/c were not attached to the SLF but 
were requested from CG First HAW on a as needed basis. The attachment 
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of the lJl-r-lE Detachment to the embarked Helicopter squadron is the normal 
procedure used by the SLF. The Phrase ttopeioated independer:tly of the 
embarked squadron" is misleadlng. The only departure from normal pro­
cedure Was the UHlE pilots were briefed by the SLF operations duty off:i.cers. 
This ~.rqs necessitated by the short time frame on most missions during 
the eal'"ly stages of thH operations. 
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From: Commanding Offioer 
To~ Commanding General. 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade 

Subj: Command Chronology for the period 4 - 31 July 1967, submission ot. 

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2 
(b) FMFPacO 5750.8 
(c) BrigO 5750.1C 

Enel: (1) Special Landing Force (TO 79.5) Command Chronology 

1. In aocordance with references (a) thrOUgh (0) t the Command Chronology 
for the Special Landing For •• (TG 7~~~5) 5U.bmitted as Enolosur. (1). 

1 ~~A~~~ ,-1 
'\J. J 0 Go DIONIS LOS 

Colonel,U. 8.M . ine Corps 
Commanding 
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1. DESIGNATION 

DECLASSIFIED 

pm I 

ORGANI~~,;,!ALDATA 

goQANDE:a 
Special, Landing Force (TG 19.5) Col H. D.WORTMAN 

BLT 2/3 

2. LOCATION 

USS TRIPOLI (!.PH-I0) 
USB MONTICELLO (I.S.Q-35) 
USS OOrEN (LPD-S) 

. Col J. G. DIONISOPOOLOS 

~ORDfNATE lOOTS 

Major W. o. BEABD 
Major J. H. BROUJOS 
LWol $. W. HERICH 

LtCol ;R. D. KCKITRICK 

LtCol l'1. R. ~LER 

ATTAC~UN~~S 

]LONE 

USB TOM GREEN COUNTY (LST-1159) 
USS TERRELL COUNTY (LST ... 1157) 

3. STAn OFfICERS 

Executive Officer 

40/8-1 

S-2 

fAsst 5-2 

J\sst S-Z/AO 

B-3 

bst B-3 

8-4 

LtCol ;ReL. CHRISTIAN lr.,11 

2ndLt p. G.C(J(ER 

Capt C. A.. AUSTIN 

lstLt :,. D. CHAPMAN 

2ndLt It. T. liALLACE 

LtCol R. L. CHRISTIAN Jr. 

Major \of. A.iiESTON 

LtCol l. W. HERICH 
Ma.jor ol. F. SROVAR 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

4-5 Jul1967 
6-31 Jul 1967 

4-13 Jul 1967 
14-16 JUl 1967 
17-31 Jul 1967 

4-12 Jul 1967 

12-31 Jul 1967 

4-31 Jul 1967 
4-31 Jul 1967 
4-31 JU11967 
4-8Jul1967 

8-)1 Jul1967 

4-31 Jai1967 

4-3~ Jul 1967 

4-31 J11l 1967 

4-31 Jul 1967 

4-31 Jul 1967 

4-31 Jul. 1967 

4-31 JUl. 1967 

4-16 Jul 1967 
19-31 Jul 1967 
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CommO 

!sst CommO 

4. .AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

DECLASSIFIED 

Capt F. E. HEUiIliG 

Ca.pt C. C. ENTWISTIE 

4-31 Jul 1967 

12-31 Jul 1967 

SLF Statf: USMC orr - 10 USMC Enl - 31 USN Ofr.. 0 USN En1 - 0 
BLT = USHC orr .. 62 USMC Enl - 13.56 USN Ofr.. 8 USN Enl .. 87 
HMM~ USMC Off - 40 USMC Enl - 170 USN orr - 1 USN Enl - :3 
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PART II . 

NARRATIVE SUMIARY 

On 4 Jul¥ Operation BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO commenced with an administra­
tive landing of BLT 2/3 in Cam Lo, RVN. During the entire operation the 2d 
Bn. 3d Marines were OPCOlf to Third Marines while other units of the BLT 
were OPCON to the appropriate in-countr.y commander. On 12 July Intra-
Theatre rotation of the helioopt~r squardonwaa completed with HMH 265 re­
lieving HMM 164. Operation BUFFALO termina.ted and Operation HICKORY II OOttl.­

menced on l~'l~~ in conjunct~onwith 3d Marine Divison operations. Opera.tion 
HICKORY n termll,lated on 16 July and BEAVEIl'fRACK terminated on 17 July. 
The SIF was reconstituted upon completion of the baokloading of BL'l" 2/3 at 
0920H on 17 July. 

Plans were confirmed with 3d Marine Division and Operation BEAR CHAIN 
commenced on 20 July. The 2li ~ )i Marines and selected attached units 
were OPCON to Fourth Marines "tor BEAR CHAII. BLT 2/3 lf~S backloaded a­
board the .ARG shipping and Operation BEAR CHAIN terminated at 1200H on 26 
July. 

The KRG/SU refurbished while;w,!n Da Nang Harbor from 27 through 31 
July. 
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PART m 

SE!lJENTilL LISTING OF SlGNIFICANT EVENTS 

The following is a revieill' of the aotivities of the Special Landing 
Force (TG 79.5). Detailed ingormation of BLT 2/3,Joo( 164 and HMM 265 
is shown in the appropriate C~mmand Chronology-in ·PART IV. Detailed in­
formation on BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO/HICKORY If and BEAR CHllN is contained 
in PART IV. 

12!m 
4 July 

6 July 

12 July 

14 July 

16 July 

16-17 July 

18-19 July 

~ 

Operation BEAVER TRACK/J3UF1ALO commenced with an administra­
tive landing ot Bl11' 2/3 iri:tb .. Cam La, I CTZ. RVN. Operational 
control passed to CG III ~ at 040900H Ju167 thence to eG 
3d MarDiv th~nce to Third. Marines at the same time. 

Ref: CTG 76.5 mag 032340Z Ju167 
CG III MAl msg 0407327. Ju167 
eG 3d HarDiv mag 050103Z Jul6? 

Designated units of BLT 2jj Combat Support and Combat Service 
Support commenced an administrative orf-load at Dong Hat RVN 
and CHOPPED to the appropriate :i,;n-country commands. 

HMH· 164 reported OPCO~ to CG First MAW at 121200H Jul6? for 
Intra-Theatre rotation andHMM 26.5 reported OPCON to CTG 
79.5 at the same time. 

Ref: CTG 79.5 mag 111232Z Jul67 
HMM 265 meg ~30948Z Jul67 

Qperation BUFFALO terminated and Operation HICKORY II COM­
menced on 14 July 1967 in conjunction with Third HarDiv 
operations. 

Operational Con~ol o~ BLTZ/3 minus the Truck Pl.atoon passed 
to em 79.5 At (t'tb920H Ju1.67. Operation HICKORY II termin­
ated a} 161600H Ju167. 

CTG 79.5 andrepresentativ$s at 3d MarDiv Hq tor planning 
Opers:t1on .. BEAR C:a.AIN~ Operation BEMR.TRACK terminated at 
17t!OOH Jul67 and OPCON BLT 2/3 passed to CTG 79.5 at the 
same time. SLF reconstitut.ed and BLT 2/3 backloaded aboard 
the ARG shipping. 

Ret: COMSEVENTHFLT mag 172358z Jul67 

Planning oontinue~£or Operation BEAR CHAIN. 
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20 July 

21 July 

26 July 

DECLASSIFIED 

Operation BEAR CHAIN commenced wi ththe landing of BLT 2/3 by 
helicopter and landing craft along the border of Quang Tri/ 
Thua Thien Province, I CTZ, RVNc 

Operational Control of SLF passed toCG llr MAF at 211400R 
Ju167 thence to eG 3d MarDiv at the same time. eTG 79.5 
passed OFCON 2d Bn. 3d Mar. Btry B 1/12. 3d Platoon (Rein). eo 
Bt 3d Recan Bn, 1st Platoon (Rein). Co C 3d SF Bn to Fourth 
Marines at 211400H Jul67. 

Ref: eTG 76.5 mag 2l06ooz Ju167 
CG III MAF mag 212314Z Ju16? 
eTG 79.5 msg 230514Z Ju167 

opeON 2d Bn. 3d Mar. Btry B 1/12, 3d Platoon (Rein), Co B 3d 
Recon En. 1st Platoon (Rein). Co C 3d SF Bn CROPPED to eTG 
79.5 at 26000lH Ju167 andOPCON CTG79.5 CHOPPED to CO 111 MAF 
at the same time. CG III MAF CHOPPED OpeON SI..F BRAVO (CTG 79.5) 
to CTG 76.5 at 26000lH Ju167. SLF reconstituted and BLT 2/3 
backloaded aboard the AliG shipping. Operation BEAR CHAIN 
terminated at 261200H JU167e 

Ref: CG 3d MarDiv msg 250403Z Ju167 
CG III·MAF msg 250820Z Jul67 
CTG 76.5 mag 260152Z Ju167 

27-31 July The ARG/SLF was in Da Nang Harbor, RVN refurbishing. 
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Appendix 1 

'" Appendix 3 

Appendix 4 

ilppendix 5 

'ippendix 6 

i Appendix 7 
i 
} 

\" .. Appendix 8 
"';.=~' 

Appendix 9 

".Appendix 10 

Appendix 11 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART IV 

CHRONOLOGY OF.SUBORDINATE COMMANDS 
AND SUPPORTING DQCuMENTS 

__ ' .. _ .. CTG 76.5 msg 032340Z Ju167 
",_.CG III MAF msg 040732& Ju167 
~i CG 3d MarDi v mag 05010jZ Jul67 
.Z:·.j~TG 79.5 msg 11l232Z attlc7 
..;;- HMM 265 msg 130948Z Ju167 
~~~~JjOMsEVENTHFLT msg 172:358Z Ju167 
',' CTG 7605 msg 21060QZJu167 

:".:;;;:=90 III MAY mSi 21Z314Z Jul67 
eTG 79.5 msg 2J0514Z Ju16? 

i"'CO 3d MarDiv mag 25040:;Z Ju167 
............. ,9G III MAF mag 250820Z Ju167 

/;;79TG 76,,5 msg 260152Z JU167 

""Command Chronology, BLT 2/}, 1-!if 

y" Command Chronology $ HMM 164 , 

..... Commarrl Chronology, HMM 265/1"?,, -if!' 

"SLF, After Aotion Report, BEAVER TRACK 

,. ·• .... t "'" ... -. 

dIMM 164, After Aotion Report, BEAVER TRACK, 'f .:.: ....... ' 

'~HMM 265. Arter Action Report, BEAVER TRACK, i,:';. ... .",. /' !. '( 

," BLT 2/3, After Action Report, BEAVER TRACK;./d';;, 
,. rl.t e:.- r~~ji ,,~. lr-/ ",:£:1::.;, -?..., ,/ ";/~4,ift ~ 7 

""SLF, After Action Report, BEAR C~// 

"""iIMM: 265. Mter Action Report. BEAR CHAIN, ,:; ,:;, - .:!., 

-" BLT 2/3. After Action Report, BEAR CHAIN, ""~'£)~ . .; 
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z'r~' 5SSSS 
Z 0323402 JUL 67 ZFG 
F~ eIG SEVE~ SIX PI FIVE 
TJ RUMHMF/CG III MAr 
IVFO RUHH8RA/cr'CPACFL1 
RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC 
RjMSMA/Co~rSMACV 
R iJf1G UL/ca MSEVE 'iT HFL T 
RIJi1HVP leG TH IRJ I"lA:-1D I V 
RUMHAW/ca FIRST MAW 

~F'U\JICTF SEVEN SIX 
RUA3~L/CTF SEVE~ NINE 
Z2N/CTG SEVEN ~r~E PT FIVS 
aT 
SEC R S T 
OPCO~ SLF a~AVO (U) 
4~ CCMSEVENTHFLT ~11442Z JUL 67 

DECLASSIFIED 

Ip lAW PARA 9A REF A, A~D AS MUTUALLY AGRES~ U?O~ 3Y CG THIRD 
M()'R iJIV, e1G 76.5, CTG 79.5 SLF' 3R~VO LA'~!JS-,qJ:~I~INSTRATIVELY 
p~ CAM LO CfD 143614' RPTS TO OPCQ;i CG III [lIAF' EFFECTIVE J4Z900H. er 4 

DECLASSIFIED 



v RUAUa;'j 
. FBE 488 ff:"i1n::~k;.>,'; 

USJG 
. 1850132 

EN SIX 
SEVEN NINE 

MlPf#f!I'. .' SEVEN S I X P! F' 1 VE 
RW,:iINI/CTG S£VSBtiINE PT rIVE 

·k; 

b £ £!'R E T 
i. OP •• SL' BRAVO 

DECLASSIFIED 

.It$ crs 76.5 0!2}i4t&Z JUL61 
1 ... iti/j REF_S. 00 II! MAr ASSUI'lJES OPCON SI-F' BRAVQ{IB 7!':>O!t5) AS OF 

·,."PMK JVL61 AID PASSES OPCQ,N TO CG 3D MARDIV SAME: THIEiJ 
.,. ... 4 
at 
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SEC RET 
~SSUMPI1CN OF OPCON 
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i-'w ca III MAp 040732Z JilL 67 nJOTAl.' 
t. lAW REi<' ASSU!'iED OPCON IO N79~5 (SLF' BRAVO) AS Of 040S00H JilL., 
OF'CON FUTHEH PASSE:D 1'0 THIRD MAlUNES AS OF S-Artic 'fH1Eo 
2" FOR TH!RD !1ARIPJES", DIRECT ma .. OAD!NG OF' ALL COfi1B,H SUPPORT 
GCMBAI SERV:'.CE EL.ENENTS OF SLF BRAVO ASA?~ 
GF-4 .... ~ 
BT--~----- --=- -----------------
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R~lHHF.MA RUl'3QlJL RUMHMF RUfflH'AW RUASQL RUAUD8 RUMKVP 
l1a 1921240 

JUL 57 
NINE: PI FIV! 

'Ou;, 
~a1I:FL.r 

,fA (U) 

FIVE 

F1Vl 

iii !i. , 

$'4Z JUNE 67 NOTAL 
.a!SSll··t4"· REF A ON 12 JULY 19571) REPORT TO COMMAND CG FIRSl 

•. ·1112'.K JUt. Y 61. . 
.V"'oJi~'1If· N; _PORTS ARE: TO BE 'SUSMITtTEDIHIS HDQ ASAP. 

A. q~ e~N I JUNE - 3 JULY 61 
a. CK1t OJIIft'QtJ .. .. t 2 JUt. Y 67-

~ c. A,Flt:ft: A:Ot~ON REPORT OPERATION BEAVER TRPtC1€THRU 12 JUl.Y 67. 
D. "'fiR ActIOI REPORT OPERATION BEACON TORCH 

GP ... 4 
~T 

_. ___ roIU.Af!I._ .. _. __ . ______ .:.. ... ________ _ 
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pp RUABQL PUHHBRi~ R1JHliFI'lA FWMGU~~' RlfNHMF' RUt'1HVP RUI)lHAt~ R!lA!.Jnr.s 
DE RUAUaJG 014 1940952 
)!LL:cccc 

p t30'"§m-;JJC-5"'r-'~----1l 
F"M HMM TwO S'{X FIVE , 

. 10 RUA8QL/C:i N!NT.H MAB 1 
RUA3QLfC1f ~EVEN NIN~~ I 
! NFO R l!frR.a1lA/nlil1~p1rC"F'~-· 
[}'4[~f[~A/l::::7 .n1F'PAC 
. ..Jea/MM3 "''IF'IEEN 
RUMiJUl/CO;"ISEVE:NTHFLT 
:;;1JM:iMF ICG E 1 MAf' 
":'1MtfVP/CG 1H IRD i~ARl)!V 
RUMHAW/CG ~lRST MAW 
ZEN/crG SEVEN NINE P! FIVE 
:~E~,,/eTG SEVnJ SIX PT FIVE 
BY 
G 0 N rID E N T I A L 
COMNA NO HMM-255 (U) 

• \~i'.:r>-

.~ /.r rr < ~J _'i 
I 

A, '6 NINTH MAS t2234r3Z (NOTAl.) 
10 iAtl/ REF A HI"JrtJ TWO SIX FIVE RPTS T(l MAG ONE: FIVE.' 1t'()R f,'(:di"!~INr) ILES:') 

OPCON ArW TO era SEVEN NINE PI FIVE FOM' OPCO~J.;; ~:j<-n<:C~n'E 12i20e'ti" 
GP"-4 
BT 
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-. :.' 
',' ". ~t: 
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~4Lf:~I ~J.() et1;t1SE:V'i!:NTHFL'I' 

Q 

~ .... &':-=-~..:a '~~....,.tt.~ 

PAGE two RUHGUL 1242 SEC REI 
RUMECR/CTU SEVEN ZERD PI SEVEN PT ONE 
RUMFCR/CTF SEVEN SEVEN 
RIWJi'lti~<?,G tHIRD !'11M!. on; 
RnAwd.,G FIRST I'lMWIV 
Rlli"lHAW/CG fH1S! MAW 
RUMfCR/CTG SEVEN SIX PI raUR 
RUMFC~/CIQ SEVEN ~INE PI FOUR 
RUMFCR/CT& SEVEN THREE PT FIVE 

~~ C Ii ET 
eTl!: 70,,2 ~ J <1'1 PASS ADVMJeED COpy TO C0MUSMACV 
OPERATION BEAVER TRACK CUI 
lQ FOR eTa 76«5: TERMINATE OPERATION BEAVER TRACK 11 JULY !9610 
2~ FOR CNO j CINCPAC g CINCPACFLT: CANCEL NICKNAME BEAVER TRACK 
17 c:Ul.Y 196'(" 

GP ... ;1 
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C~J ~';ii-H'lj rUHi~'L li;l:';~;r: :' ,'_.', )' ,"!, 
R~ HUt,UUr., ::Wf'!1' %':4 1""'. ' ';.;'0 1::,1;;, ' 
R :, ~ .', R :J,I;~ >" Q!ciVJ;I!; j'",' •• " 'i> '. 

DE • UAU8.JG 06~ 202W/2.3 

~l ::::~ JUL 61 ':'---1 
PM eTa SEVEN SIX pr rIVE: I 
TO RUMHMF/CG II! MAF ) 
ZEN/eTG SEVEN NIrfE PT F'I VE \ --­
INFO RUKGUL/COMSEVENTHFLr ! 

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV : 
aUHHBRA/CINCPACF'LT \ 
RUHHFMA/CG '""AC J 

RUMSBB/COMNAVFORV 
ZENlcrF SEVEN SIX 
RUA8QL/CTF SEVEN NINE 
RUAUBUZ/CTF SEVEN THREE 
RU"FUE/CTF SEVEN SEVEN 
RUHGUAA/CTe&V£N ZERO PT EIG HT 
~UDD/CTG S-IVEN ZERO PT Nl NE 
" M'K8/CT' ONE Off! FIVE 
RUAUBJ"/ctG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR 
RUAUBJMlCtl SEVEN SIX PT FOUR 
RUM,eR/cra SEVEN THREE PT FIVE 
RUMHAW/CG 'IRST MAW 

PAGE TWO RUAUBJG 966 SEC R E'T 
Z~/BLt TWO SLANT THREE-­
~"SA/COMPHI8PAC 
RlJI1,CR/CTG SEVEN SIX PT EIGHT 
ZEI/H .... TWO SIX JtIVE---­
RUMMLA/CO FIRST "ARDIV 
RU"'A/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT HI-NE 
fUlM1XE/CTE SIVEN ZERO PT TWO pr, ONE PT 
r lHHQA/CIIICPAC 
RuEBQL/CG FMFPAC (FWD) 
RU"SAL/CDR SEVENTH AIR FORCE 
RUMIUL/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT ONE 
RUNMVP/CQ THIRD MARDIV 
ZE./ta SIVEII SIX PT rIVE 
ZEIIUSS ELDORADO 
RU"'XR/CTG Olt O~E FIVE PT ONE 
RUMMVP/'OURTK MARINES 
ITE eRE T 
BEAR <CHA! II (U) 
A. COMSEVENTHFLT 180636Z JUL NOTAL 
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PAGE rHREE R!j<\UB~'G 065 SEC RET 
3. C1'f~ 79 c 5 2 H!~58Z JUL ~m1'Al.. 

Gt'~ 

i" Slr F'!FUY:LY ESTABLISHED ASHORE", ItiW rAFfp. 9 REF' A AMP~r6rOUS PHAE:E; 
'IE'7:MINATE'D, r?lOA DISSOLVED AND COrJ'l'ROL OF"~S!JPPCRl'nm ARr'iS PASSEL 
,';SHORE TO cr:: III MAr EF'F'ECT!VE 2z1400H Jt.JtS7. AS MUTUALLY AGREED 
::PO~ BY OR!G ~ND CG I II r14F-' o~cor: SLF BRAVO FASSED TO CG II I f;j;~F' AT 
nU'f EME() . _ 
20 Ofnr;~ RE!'1;,HiS IN OVERALL SUPPORT OPERATIONS ASHORS .. 

---=~--=- ----==--===-- ------;...--
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""f fBC3€8 
vi.! r{UAUaJG 
DE RU~HMF ISlE 2022314 
(, ~~y 5SSSS 

'- '--Cr-l2' f23T4Z-'JiJL-~r- *\ 
~'1 CG ! II MAr 'I 
T,) ZEN/CG THIRD MA~Dr'J 
INfO RUMSMA/COMUSMA~J i 

O"Mr.! U' #f"QMCi;;,vr I1 '1'l-!'C";T 1" «\,J, I'r&..;I t.~J iJ j'I...,t.;,. ·~¥;,.~r t... 

Z~~jCG F~>1FPAC 
n:rJlCG FMAW . C-~~-iF-~J7CG~F['~c..l!.-------.I 
fUNFUV/CTF SEVEN SIX 
RUAB1L/CTF SEVEN NINE 
RUMFUE/CTF SEVEN SEVEN 
- T'1fCR/CTG SEVEN r:-rREE PT fIVE 
,dH\U3.JG/CTG SEVEN SIX PI FIVE .,....-'~ 
RUFiUBJG/CTG SEVEN ~IfI3E PT FIVE 
RUMFUAA/CTG SEVEN ZERO PI EIGH? 
RUAUDD/CTG SEVEN Z~RD PI lINE 
BT 
SEC RET 
OPCMI SLr' 3RAVO - eTG SEVEN NINE PI 
A. erG 76 .. 5 2 ii22J0Z JULG7 010 Tt'l.l..j 

PAGE HIO RUMHf>1F 1516 SEC Ii E T 

. -" ~ 

rIVE 

i. REF' A REFEFlSI;I CT III MAr ASSUMES OPCO:.J SLF BRF\VO (Gi'j 79,'})i\;;, 
OF 21 ~"00H JUL€? Arm PASSES opcar; TO C(! 3D MARDI\) S.~MZ THE., 
GP-4 y 
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'~~3~1~ j~iL--~7'~~~-"'=='==J 
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~o RUMHVP/FOURIH MARlNES \ 
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RUHHFMA/CG rMFF~C 
RUAUBUL/COMSEVENIHFlT 
RUMHMF/CG 111 MAF 
RUMHVP/CG THIRD MAR1HV 
RLlMFUV/C1F SEVEN SI/{ 
RUABQl.,/CIF SEVEN NI!\lE 
ZEN/crG S!~VE.N S IX PI FX~E: 
~/BL r TwO SLANT nmEE 
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. ..Z.NY- SSSSS -
02'''403Z Jm. lS7 l 
F~ CG THIRD MARDIV 1 
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. A rr 
.. ' / .... -

.W'O RUAUBJG/CTG SEVEN NINE PT ::11h~ 
r lasJG/c!G SEVEN SIX PT !'lVE' 
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SECRET 
CHANGE OF opeON 
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{~} /~, 
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260001 H JUL '" 
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RUMFUU/CrF SEVEN SIX 
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RU~FUE13:5~ SEVEN SEVEN 
RUMFCR/CTG SEUEN~lHREE PI F~Vf 
RUAUBJG/CHi ;)EVEN NJ NF P1 F}Yt:" 
R!.JMFUAA/C'I~ SEVEN ZE8C .t)1" E\Otl'!, 
RUAUDD/CIG SEVEN lEEO f'T j~:1td~: 
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oS . eRE I 
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FM cra SEVEN SIX PI FIVE 
TO RUAUBU1./COf1SEVENIHrL 1 
INFO ZEN/CIG SEVEN NINE PI fIVE (;-=~.'-'-,. ,. 
ZEN/IS SE~EN SIX PT rIVE 
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ZEN/CTF S£VEN SIX 
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RUMSBB/CO~NAVFORV 
RUMHMF/CG III MAr 
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~UBUZ/CTF SEVEN THREE 
nHBRA ICINCPACrLT 
RUWJ~SA/COMPHlbPAC 
RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC 
MMSS/CG Fl'1F'PAC (FWD) 
RUMNVHD/CTF ONE ONE ~!V£ 
RUMFKS/CIG ONE ONE FIVE PI C~~ 

PAGE TWO RUAUbJG ~09 S ~ ~ R ~ 
R~AW/CG (IRS! MAW 
RL.";SJ/CDR SEVENTIiAF 
RUMFUE/CIF SEVE~ SEV~~ 
RUt¥lHLA/CG f'IRSl MARD 1. V 

. RUPlHVP ICG THIRD !"tARD 1 V 
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SECRET-NOFORN 
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COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT, OPERATION BEAVERTRACK!BUFFALO/~ICKORY'II 

Map: Vietnam, AMS Series L-70l4, 1:.50,000, Sheets 6342 I and 6442 IV. 

1. GENERAL. 

a. Operation BEAVER TRACK was conducted by the Amphibious Ready Group/ 
Special Landing Force north of the Cam Lo river in Quang Tri Province, I 
Corps Tactical Zone, Republic of Vietnam. 

b. The operation, held in conjunction with, and in support of 3d Marine 
Division Operations BUFFALO and HICKORY II, commenced on 4 July 1967'with 
an administralive helobQrne-move Into-landing' zone CANARY (YD 143614). The 
operation was terminated at 0920H on 17 JulY,1967. 

2. TASK. ORGANIZATION. 

Special Larlging Force 

BLT 2/3 

BMM_164 
HMM-26.5 

) 

3. INTELLIGENCE 

Colonel 'II. D. WORTMAN (4-6 July) 
Colonel_J. G. DIONISOPOULOS (7-17 July) 
Major W .. O. BEARD (4-12 July) . 
Major J~- R. BROUJOS (13-16 July) 
LtCol E. W. HERICH (17 July) , . 

""ct~'S~i"~: ~,~'~~~~~~~t~~ut~x2" ,~ ... , 

to 0 eration 'BEAVER tRACK 

(1) Enemy SituatiGn. Enemy ground forces .in the objective area 
had been reported as the 31st NVA Regiment and 32nd NVA Regiment, 341st 
NVA DiviSion; 90th NVA Regiment and 803rd NV! Regiment, )24B NVA Division; 
29th NVA Regiment, 325 NVA DiYisio~;.and the 270th NVA Regiment (possibly 
the 32nd NVA Regiment, 34lst Dfrls:ton).-

, . ---

•• T ,~, " .......... _______ , ... _ ••••• _ 

(2) Enemy Capabilities. Nlth forces enumerated above, the enemy 
possessed the following capabil'ities: 

(~) Attack installations, isolated units and outposts with 
elements of two reinforced divisions C341st and 324B Divisions) and two 
Regiments (29th and the 270th). 

(b) Defend in positions oc~ppied at the time with forces 
locally available-

(c) Rein£orce with forces in and just north of the central 
and eastern portion of the DMZ • 

• 
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(d) Conduct unconventional and psychological warfare to 
include small scale ~ttacks, ambushes, terrorismoand sabotage. 

(e) Use mines and surprise firing devices. 

(f) Employ SiiWs and SSM's from NVN and/or border areas. 

(g) Employ limited air strikes from l~~. 

b. Enemy Situation and Factors-During Operation BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO/ 
HICKORY II. ~... o~ ••••• 

(1) Enemy Situation. The enemy incorporated practically every 
weapon available to him in an attempt to gain a major military victory in 
the~vicinity of the DMZ. Contacts ranged from perimeter probes to heavy 
combat involving a reinforced company of 200 to 250 NVA. It is believed 
this unit was attempting to infiltrate into the vicinity of Camp Carrol 
and conduct an all out assault preceeded by artillery and rocket attack. 
Bunkers in the objective area were well constructed and strategically 
located providing the enemy with excellent protection from artillery and 
air strikes and affording him coverage of likeli~avenues of approach. 
MineS and hidden firing devices were used extensively throughout the 
objective area causing injury to several personnel and damage to one 
hJ3licopter. 

(2) Enemy Tactics. The enemy tactics were those usually assoc­
iated with a well trained regular force; attack with mortars from well 
concealed and varied positions followed by small arms and automatic wea­
pons fire~ harassment by sniper fire and mines against friendly units on 
the move and SAjAW fire while in defense. - ~ . 

c. Terrain and Weather. 

(1) Terrain. Consisted of low rolling ~ills with an average 
range from 30 to 70 meters high. Vegetation cov~rage ranged from knee 
high scrub growth to dense undeorgrowth with occasional trees 30 feet in 
height. The objective area was crissc~ros-se(CWith-rootpathsandirai1s. 
For4a~le streams posed no problem. 

(2) Weather. Generally hot and dry throughout the operation. 
Average maximum 'temperature was 92 degrees. Scattered low and middle 
clouq.s throughout the objective area. Thunders~~rn clouds formed every 
afternoon around 1400 and provided overcast skies and low ceilings to 
800 to 1000 feet. Winds averaged SW at 8-16 knots. 

4. Mission. On D-Day at L-Hour ~ecial Landing Force Bravo co~ductan 
administrative helo lift into Cam -Lo District Quang ~i Province prepared 
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for deployment in 3D Mar Div area of responsibility. 

5. Concept of Operations __ The QPeration was planned as a ~einforcing 
operation utili~ing a heloborneAandwaterborne administrative landing. 
The operation ~as conducted by landing the SLF in designated area's pre­
pared for deployment in the Third Marine Division area of responsibility. 
The operation was characterized by a high state of readiness and organiza­
tion permitting instantaneous response to a_request for deployment. The 
inherent mobility of the SLF was maximized. 

6. Execution 

a. Operations BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO/HICKORY II were executed in accord­
ance with CG Third Marine Division Operation Order 39-67. 3D l1arine Regi­
ment Operation Frag Orders fuffalo 7-67, Hickory II 1-67 and CTG 79.5 
Operation Plan 120A-67 implemented by Frag Order for Operation BEAVER TRACK. 

, ~ 

b. D-Day was established as 4 July 1967 with I.-Hour 9700. By 1000,:,00. 
D-Day all rifle companies and 'GollUT18.nd Group Alpha had lancied in Landing 
Zone Canary and were preparing 'tor deployment in accordanC>.\!twith 3D Marine 
Regiment Operation Frag Order Buffalo 7-67. Command Group'-,i3ravo remained 
aboard the USS TRIPOLI (LPH-10) coordinating offload of remaining BLT 
elements. For d stails. see enclosures (2) through (4). 

7. Commander's Analysis. 

a. Planning 

(1) On,2 JulY 1~6? the SLF Backioaded from Oyeration BEACON TORCH 
and commenced-;:,reparat-ioris_ for the ret:ltio~9f HMM 164 ani HMM 265 scheduled 
for 3-4 July 1967 at Phu Bai. However, CG III MAF requested that the ARG/ 
SLF be made available_for _p_Qssibl12_elllployment in Third Ma.rin~ Division area 
of responsibility_ (CG III MAF 02l514Z July 67). Commander Seventh Fleet 
approved the request and directed complianq~(Com 7th FIt 0J07JOZ July 1967) 

(2) On 3 July 1967 CTG 79.5 commenced planning with Third Marine 
Division and formulated plans for the employment of the SLF. During the 
Planning phase, the following steps were accomplished. 

Ca) Maps, area analysis and enemy order of battle were procured. 

(b) Communications frequencies were assigned and coordinated, 
including ship-to-shore Orestes for rapid and secure transmission of tac­
tical information. 

(c), Procedures for casualty ~vacuation and reporting. 

Cd) Command relationships were finalized. 
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(9) Logistic support procedures were arranged. 

(f) It was determined that the SLF would maintain a liaison 
officer at Third Marine Regiment. 

c. Command Relationships. 

(1) Operation BEAVER TRACK was not considered an Amphibious Oper­
ation. An amphibious objective area was not established, and the controll 
coordination of supporting arms were not the responsibility of the CATF. 
The entire operation was conducted under the operational control of the 
in-country commander after the SLF passed the high water mark enroute to 
the assembly area. . 

(2) Once ashore operational control of 2nd Battalion 3D Marines 
passed to the 3D Marines. Operational control of attached units passed 
to their parent unit or a like unit operating in -the Dong Ha area. 

d. SUPEorting Arms. It was neither feasible nor practicable for the 
SLF to aSsume control or coordination of supporting arms as all Landing _ 
Force units were immediately chopped to in-country Commander. ~ 

e. Communications Since Operation BEAVER TRACK was not an Amphibious 
Operation no requirement existed for establishing command and control nets 
associated with the ~phibious ass~ult. Planning for B~AVER TRACK was limited 
to an in-country vis\t for the purpose of coordinating frequencies and to ... 
obtain the frequencies of established in-country Jorce under whose 'OPCON ~ 
the BLT would be operating. This was the first operation with the 3D Marine 
Division in which frequencies were acquired from Division rather than III 
Marine Amphibious Force, and proved to be a successful method of coordinating 
frequencies. Because of distances in~olved from~the SLF Headquarters to 
the Battalion, operating north of Cam Lo, the principal means of communications 
was the PRC-It? The Special Landing Force also provided liaison parties 
to Third Marine Regimental CP, to the casualty reporting facility at Dong 
Ha. and a team, with the SLF Air liaison Officer daily, to the LSA at Dong 
Ha for the control of h~licopters. Operation BEAVER TRACK marked the first 
time that high frequencyx:.aclio was used on the SLF' TAC 11 net on a continuou~ 
basis. BEAVER TRACK was the first operation during which the SLF utilized 
in-country communications repair facilities. Electronic Maintenance ~ompany, 
First FSR, provided excellent service support. IT-8 (Nestor Crypto System) 
operations to Third Mar Div and to the Third Mar:j..lle Regiment again were used 
extensively, coordinating the offload and back load of the BLT, and proved 
invaluable in allowing instantaneous, secure coordination of assigned missions. 
The availability of secure voice transmissions has been a definite asset 
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to the SLF. The rapidly changing situation during an operation requires 
constant and continuous control and coordination between the Landing Force 
Commander, the BLT, and in-country forces • 

. ~~ ... - _._----'---~--"--
f _.Readiness of the SLF' 

~
. (1) The SLF,embarked on the Seventh Fleet Amphibious Ready Group 

Alph shipping (the USS TRIPOLI (LPH-lO), the USS OGDEN (LPD-5), the USS 
ICELLO(LPD-35) and the USS TERRELL COUNTY (LST-1157»),is prepared -

to fullfill amphibious contingencies which may arise within the Seventh 
Fleet area of operations. Continuous emphasis is placed on personnel, 
training, supply and equipment readiness. 

(2) The SLF readiness. posture was again clearly demonstrated in 
the planning and execution of ~eration BEAVER TRACK. Upon the completion 
of Operation BEACON TORCH on 2 July 1967 the ARG/SLF Was preparing to 
proceed to Phu Bai for the rotation of HMM l64/HMM 265. The request from 
CG III MAF was received early 3 July 1967 and the SLF commenced landing at 
0700 on 4 July 1967. This rapid ~sponse and ultimate success of the oper­
-ation, although unique from past committments, has again shown the flex­
ibility, mobility and the all-around combat capability inherent in the ARG/ 
SLF Navy/Marine team.~90nc~Et.._________ _ __ ~~_. ___ . ___ . ____________ . __ . ___________________ . 

g. Logistics 

(1) It was determined during planning for the BEAVER TRACK/HICKORY 
II operation that l'.@quired resupply would be provided by the LSA located at 
Dong Ea. Resupply fx.om the LSA commenced on D + 1 and continued throughout 
the operation. 

,(2) In order to ensure rapid reaction to resupply and emergency 
medevacs. a mj,nitnum of two helicopters were positioned at MAG-16 adjacent 
to the LS~. A -~tachmentof Shore Pary and BLT Supply representatives were 
positioned at the Operations Center of the LSA fD.r coordination of resupply. 

(3) The requirements of the using ~its Were consolidated at the 
Battalion -CP and forwarded to the LSA by HFTadio. This system minimized 
delay in reaction time. 

(~) The LPH was designated as the Casualty Evacuation Center. 
BLT 2/3 casualties Were evacuated by helicopter directly to the LPH. Be­
cause of the close proximity of the Medical Receiving Stationa~ Dong Ra, 
it was necessary to assign a liaison NCO there to insure onward evacuation 
to the LPHafter initial treatment or accountability of those casualties 
evacuated elsewhere. 
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8. The following comments on BLT 2/3,HMM 164 and HMM 265 After Action 
Reports • 

. A. BLT 2/3 

(1) PARA llc(5). It is agreed that the medical evacuation pro­
cedures used during operation BEAVER TRACK did not provide BLT 2/3 the 
same service they normally receive. However the decision to off-load the 
BAS and C and C PIt was made by the CG Third Mar Div in order to provide 
better medical suppo!'t for all units participatfng in the operation. 

(2) PARA 13a. Unable to comment on this particular situation 
since as stated it ocurred after the ELT reported to OPCON 3D Marines. 

(3) PARA 13c. CG Third Mar Div ordered the complete off-loading 
of BLT 2/3 equipme;nt on the assumption that the~T would remain ashore 
for a prolonged period. The backloading from Dong Ha was complicated by 
the need to back load two ELT's simultaneously and the lack of sufficient 
staging area at Dong Ha ramp •.. Concur that the 2J3 personnel P1.lt forth max 
imum effort, making the best of a poor situation. 

B. HMM 164 

(1) PARA 2b. Concur that staging aircraft at the LSA under control 
of the SLF Air Officer, provided the ELT with exp'3oitiouR resunply." This 
system will be used in future operations as theT:actical situation'dictates. 

c. HMM 265 

(1) PARA 3a. The feint was controlled}:>y the 3D Marines, the CH-46 
were provided from SLF assets while the DR-IE's ware from in-country assets. 
The short time frame did not provide for a joint briefing. The conclusion 
set forth in PARA 4a. is concurred in and will be used in all SLF controlled' 
operations. 
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._ .. ,. .. . >o._.~~._ . .L .. _ ''''' __ -''''' ._. _____ ---.--.- _ 

COMBAT AFTER. ACTION REPORT - 'BEAR CHAIN/FREMONT 

Map R'eference: AMS, Vietnam, 1:50,000, Series L 7014 Sheets 6442 I thru 
IV. 

, ,. 
N 

1. GENERA!;: 

a ... Operation BEAR CHAIN was a unilateral amphibious operation conducted 
in accordance with l~ 22(A), utilizing ~aterborne and helicopter assa~lt 
forces. The operation was conducted 12 miles south of Quang Tri, the AOA 
being centered on the Quang Tri/ThUa Thien Province boundary, I Corps Tac­
tical Zone, Republic of Vietnam. 

"', b •. ,;.Themclusive dates of Operation BEAR Cf1AIN were 20-26 July 1967; 
elements of the SLF participated in Operation FREMONT, a Fourth Marines 
operation, during ,period 21-25 July 1967. 

2. TASK ORGANIZATIOn 

Special Landing force 
BLT 2/3 
HM!1 265 

3. INTELLIGENCE 

Colonel J. G. DIONISOPOULOS 
LtCol E. W. HERleR 
LtCol W. R. BEELER 

, 

Enemy Situation a~d""C~;~biiities Prior to Op~~att9n" BEARCHllN. 
(1) Enemy Situation. Enemy ground forces in the objective area 

had been identified as the 802nd Battalion, 6th NVA Regiment; 4l6th Bat­
talion, 5thNVA Regiment. 325th InTA Division and C.ll Intelligence Company 
(Recon) of Northern Front Headquarters. 

(2) Ene~y Capabilities. The enemy was capable of either attack­
ing or defending with a force of up to two lnTA Battalions, reinforcing 
these capabilities within 8-10 hours with a force up to three NVA Bat­
talions or evade direct contact and resort to spoiling attacks, ambushes 
and harassment with mines and surprise firing devi~es. ' 

b. Enemy Situation and Factors - During Operation BEAR CHAIN. 

(1) Enemv Situation. First contact with the enemy was made on 
D-Day by Echo Company 2/3 which received automatic and small arms fire 
from Ap-Sien-Qnan Village at YD5l2450. Echo Company 2/3 returned fire with 
small arms, mortars and armed UH-IE with'Unknown results. The remaining 
contacts consisted of light mortar attacks and ,sporadic small arms and auto-
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matie weapons fire from.~ncealed., posi~ons with the exception of an esti­
mated company attack on~~ CQ~#. 2:J'3 ,position which Was preceeded by 
60 rounds of 8Zmm mortar, <25 rounds of 57mm recoiless rifle fire and 15 
rounds of 40mm rockets. The enemy also showed a greater knowledge of hel .. 
icopters during Operation BEAR CHAIN by delivering an accurate base of fire 
on the more vital areas i.e. aft rotor section, rather than concentrating on 
the pilots. The results were one heli'copter destroyed and several damaged. 

(2) Enemy Tactics. Enemy tactics during this operation consisted 
of ihdividual sniper fire from concealed positions, six to eight man squads 
armed with small arms/automatic weapons condllcti~ spoiling attacks and 
a well organized company size assault !ip.r~cec:ed..,o:r:·"',ortar, recd"''"''ss rifle 
and rocket attack. Over all, the tac£fcs used By-the enemy in t~~ .objective 
area indicate4 a well organized, well t~ained and disciplined unit ~apable 
of forming at battalion strength and conducting an operation which could 
result in a much needed victory. 

.". 

c. Terrain and Weather. Terrain features in the objective area consi~ted 
of re~ef under 10 meters_in the lowlands to s~nd dunes 18 to 20 meters in ~ 
height~ih the vicinity of the beach. The major portion of the terr~in was 

. characterized by wetland rice paddies and intermittent dry crops. Tree lines 
and hF.!0ge rows surrounded each hut and village providing the enemy with cover, 
cOl1cealment and routes of escape. The t'ieather was considered excellent from 
the standpoint of supporting fires and maneuverability. N"o rain And clear e 
skies provided uninterrupted use of CAS. MIll moon phase also provided ex-
cellent visibility at night. 

, 

d. Interpreter, Interrogators and Translators. Interpreters, Interro-
gators and Translators were desired for this operation due to the heavy. 
civilian population 1.1:1 the 'rAOR.. Requests were submitted through the normal ",; e 
chain of command i'iit,h negathre results. 

4. Hission SLF conduct heHborne and "laterborne amphibious a.ssa.ult into 
designated L£l.nding Zones and. over Beach Green. Conduct search and destroy 
opera.tions in assigned TAOF.. Conduct other 'Operations as s,greed upon with 
eG III HAF and on order conduct a tactical amphibious ~,'i thdrawal • 

.5. Concept of 0Eerat:i.ons 

(a) The inherent mobilit~r of the SLF was~to be maximized to insure Q 

rapid build up of forces ashore thereby gaining surprise and sh'ock action. 
Inith11y the operation was conducted in two phases..;, 
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(1) An amphibious heloborne a.nd wa.terborne assault to block avenues 
of aecess and egress from the area. This phase was cha.ra.cterized by aggres­
sive movement on t.he small unit level. 

(2) A aeJ..1.berate search and destroy operation within the a.ssigned 
TAOR to loc9.te and destroy enemy replacements and ca.ches. l"J.(l.ximum utiliza.­
tion of supporting arms \.;ras empha.sized. 

6.G:x:ec1.1tton 

a. Operation BEAR CHAIN ,<Tas initiated by AdminO COMSEVENTHFLT 1806362 
July 1967. Execution was In accorda.nce Ttlith eTG 79.5 Operation Plan l20A-67 
implemented by CTG 79 • .5 182U6Z July 1967, Frag Order for Operation BEAIt 
CHAIN. 

b. D-Day f{;as estabHshed and c011firmed as 20 truly 1967 with L-Hour 
.at o630H and H-Hour O'?OOH. Compan;y H in the first helicopter wa.ve touched 
do"m in L2 BLUEJAY (1'1) L~63.500) at 0629H. Company E landed subsequent to 
Company H in L2 3PAHnOl;{ em .510460). Compg~'1Y G landed in LVTs over Red Beach em 532537) at. o658H. All landings were unopposed. The landi.ng force 
secured initia.l objectives ,:1nd was firmly €lata.b11 shed ashore by 21 July 1967. 
Control Has passed ashore at 211400H July67. At that tim"" OreOH o~JJ1f:.. SITI' 
vTas pa.ssed to eG III HAF thence, i.mmediately to CG THIRD MARInE D~VISIO!~! OPGON 
of' 2D BaHalion 3D r'iarlnes, Battery B, 1st l.'l,attaJ..ion 12th Marines, JD 
Platoon (Rein), Company B. 3D Recan Ba.ttalion and 1st. Platoon Company C, 3D 
Shore Party Ba ttalion .,ras passed to Fourth Harines a.t tha.t time. These 
units i·rere to partici.pate in a Fourth ~larines operaHon south west of Highway 
One. houever t:1e bi.t.t.alion had sufficent contact to justify cancelling their 
participation in the scheduled operation and. remain in their orig1.na.l area. 
of operation. OreON of these units relM.lned "!tdth Fourth 1>1arines until 
2600011-1 July 1967 when they i.rere chopped to the SLF. At this time CG Third Mar­
ine Dbrision passed OPCON of the SLF to CG III HAll' who in turn passed OpeON 
to em 76 • .5. Operation BEAR CHAIN "Tas terminated upon the completion of 
the tactical H"ithdrawal of the :3LF to ARG shipping on 26 July 1967. 

7. Comma.nder's Analysis 

,,.,.. Planning 

(1) On 17 July 1967 the SLF backloaded. aboard ARG shipping upon 
compleU.ng Operation BEAVER TRACK. At the request of CG Third. Harinl\' Di.vi­
ston, planners had met ,,J'ith Thi.rd Ka.rine Division and Fourth Marine ':r~r-e.;.. .. 
senta,tt ves of Phu 13ai on 15 July 1967. 

J 
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(2) Planning continued thrnugh the issuance of final 
1"9 July 1967. DurIng the plannlng phase, the folloviing steps 
pljshed. 

orders on 
were a.ccom-

(a) Haps. ,aerial photography. a,rea. analysis and enemy order 
of 1-:,!l'Ule vIere obt.tinecl a.nd limited aerial reconnaissance of the ADA was 
conduct,ed. 

(b) Current intellig"mc'e ·'I9.S obtained from Third !1.'irine D:i.v1.­
sion, Fourth Harines and U.S. AHNY sector advisors Quang Tr:i. t Hai Lang 8,nd 
Phong Dien. 

(c) Arrangements were made for procer:.1sing and evacuation of 
lUll's, dettd.nees, refugees, civiltan casualties and captured material. 

(d) Arrangements were made for the use of one RF/PF squad 
from each ,:Iistrict. (Hai Lang and Fhong Dien) 

(e) Logistic support procedures ,,,erE! arranged. 

(f) Radio frequencies .Jere obtained and assigned and the 
communic,g,tion plan ,'las issued. 

(g) The AOA I,ras agreed upon and command relaUonships were 
finalized. 

(h) A naval gunfire support ship was requestf,)(l and requirements 
for close air support were determined and requested. 

(1) Additional helicopter support was arra.nged for, consisting 
0f foul' a "med a.nd one unarmed UE-IE, and two eH-53 , s for the landing of the 
a~til1ery battery. 

(j) Arrangements were l1t'iide to prOl!~ (Ie l-i.a.-i "lOl~ l,ri th the Fourth 
I'hrines arv'l to excha'lR:e lialson parttes with 2D !3attalion 4th Hs.rines ,:::.n:;' 
District Headqu~l.rters g,t Hai Lang and Phone Dien. 

b. Command Helationsh1.ps. 

(1) Oper,ation K:~~AE CHAIN was a unilateral amphibious operation with 
command relationships in accordance with mcJP 22(A). Control 1<12.S passed 
a.shore and OPCON of the SLF passed to CG III t*),AF in accordance with the B3AR 
CHAIN inHiating dirc,ctive (ADHINO COMSS'T:l:NTHFLT l80636z July 1967). 
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c. Supporting Arms. The following Supporting Arms were a.vaila.ble to 
the SLF during Operation BEAR CHAIN. 

(a) Fixed wi.ng air support iHI.S readHy available and was utilized 
when required. AP)r initial L .9.nd H hour coverage ,atrcraft were on strip 
alert and could be obtained in 30 minutes. 

(b) Four armed and one unarmed UtI-IE were assigned to the SLF and 
based aboard the LPH. These provi.ded escorts for CH_LI6 flights, on call 
support to the ground forces and aerial observation of the operating area. 

(c) Two CH-5.3' 51-rare lilll.de available to the SLF for the landing 
and back loading of the ,a.rtHlery battery. 

(2) Artillery 

(a) In add:l.tion to Battery B 1st Battalion. 12th 11artnes,attached 
to the SLF the 3.0 Battalion 12t.h 11arines ma,d.e a. l55mm Hot-ritzer Ba.ttery 
available as a gen .. al support bat.tery for the SLF. 

(b) The mobility of the 3LF artillery ba ~,tery ",as dependent on the 
availability of CIT-53 aircraft. The ·l.niHal lant.!:ing and the backload each 
required 12 CH-53 loa.ds during a three hour period. 

C
' ) 3, Nav'al Gunfire. 

(a) The USS HEDDERBURN (DD 684) provided nayal gUifire $';upport 
for the amphi.bious landing unttl relieved by the US..; M;\'C1C£tTZIE, (DD 836) 
2,10900H July 1 g67 •.. The USS J'{t\CK.811ZH ,,;as released from'h9.val S'lnfires1.l.p­
port duties at 211l100H .July 1967. 

(b) The US) CHANDLER (DD 717), reported 25 ,July 1967 to provide 
m.val gmfire support for the t.3.ctical anphihtous Withdrawal. and was re­
leased at 261200H July 1967. 

(l~) Coordination 

(a.) Coordi.na,,~,:ton of supporting arm was in a ccordance with current 
doctrtne. During thea.:nphibiousp'~HI.SeS of the o,?eration, district represent­
atives from Hai Lang and Phong Diem \.rere present in the SACe to provide 
clearance on designated targets. 

(b) Duri.ng the peri.od the 2nrl Battalion 3D Mar1.nes were opeON to 
the Fourth Marines all coorr1inat.; on ofs).pport:i.ng arJ11'1 was accomplished 
through the Fourth l<larines til'S Sl.lpport o:)Qrdinationc~nter. 
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d. Comrnunic& tion 

, ) t· r)[",n C"IAI" h t· d b 1 (,l Oper~L1.0n J':>,~tUI. ,c, '" was c, arac "er1.ze y ong range 
cations cOl1sider-i.ng the type equipment emploJred. Terrain and the 
moving sit,uaHon precluded the emplo;yment of radi..o relay and high 
'.Tehicular equipment. 

communi­
rapidly 
power 

(2) Reliability or communica,tlon, both to the 311' and higher head­
quarter wa.s excellent. H01;of<'lVer. due to inabili,ty of certain sh:l.ps Ff.1 equip­
ment to function over extenderl distance it WillS necessary to employ deck 
mounted F~I eqUipment to guarantee reliable communtcar;ions. In this regard, 
8.nd until such time as rel'i.'l.ble, extended communicatlons can be provi.ded by 
shi.ps eCFripment, it 1s adv-i.s .. ble for the EILT to deck mount necessaJ:':r organ­
ic FI'; equipment to proyide reliable communications. 

(3) Several frequencies assi.gned for the operation were in u.~e '1:: 
other unH,s il'l. the Third DiV"ision ,'lrea. This indic,ates tha.t close scrut.iny 
of frl'.)guencies, proxlmlty ofadj'1Mnt llnHs and t;Y"PEl of equipment employed 
on ass:i.gne l -] freql1encies is 'requ 1.re'~. to prevent confusion, interrerence. and 
~x:cessixe frequ~ncy changes. A:ld1.tional1y', ·t,eletJ'Pe signals originating from 
the LPn overrode and blocked sollie frequencies during the operatlon. This 
problem can be minimized through ,<111 ant'3nnr g~'" and relocation of antennas 
based on results of the .9.l1tel1na Shl:<;. 

(4) A recurr1.ng problem during the operation ~'Tas high a.~"sorbtion. 
of RF energy in certain FH antell1nas loc,ated near large areas of meta.l i.e.'''super­
struoture. Some antennas radiate only g, fraction of the RF energy feed to 
the al"l'tenna. Pl.acement of antennas in high, unobstructed areas, and/or i.n 
aecordance with antenna study l,dll result in greater range :and thereby en-
hance reliability. 

(5) Prior to execution of ep«\)"'ation BEAR CEAIN, several vIW-lJ.6's 
\';rere inoper8.ti ve due to lack of repair parts. Electronics L~~jY-ltenance 
Compa.l'1j-'. Fil'st F,~rce Service Regiment prov·idedexcel1en±., repair parts and 
maintel1':lnCe flo[lt support for the VRc-].j.6' s. as"weD. as rep ... ;i;.r:l.ng ss_ral 
other items of the :3LF' radLo equipment. ' 

(6) The KY-8 (Nester CrJr"Pto System) was employed on Third 11arines Divi-
'sci on andF'ourth Marine Regiment t.actica"l nets 'tdth excellent results during 
the operation. This system provtd"'l(i 'I 'secUY'EJ and rapid means for coord-:i . ..,. 
1'19tio11 and control of the operation. During th1.s operation a method Hlfs 
devised to prevent heat distortion of "Pla.te, Guide" in the K1'K-12, by the 
pl'?cement of cardboard shims bebJeen "Plate, Guide!! and "Plate, Code Selec­
tor". One Kl1C-12 1'laS insta.lled and operntedt-;''lI."utiltzing covered/plain mode in 
excess of' l~8 hrs experiencing no malfuncll.ons. ' 
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(7) Cotrullunie$,tions section pl."oV'i.ded personnel and equipment for 

one liaison te'1.m with th(; ~f;'Qurth Harine Regiment. The liaison team utilized 
an P~f.J/pqC-2S/HC292 over arl a1!erage distance of 15 miles, providing the SLF 
Comman::ler with ex.cellent communications to the 4th .!<farine Regiment. 

(8) Random monitori.ng during the operation disclosed erroneous and 
uncontrolled use of radi.o circuits. Each circuit within the Landing Force 
is designed for specific purposes ,and specUic type traffic. Traffic sent 
over circuits not intended for tha.t purpose invariably crea.te confusion. 
overload. dell:l.ys in message deli ~!ery ,<uxl i.n some instances delhrery to a sta­
tion far removed from its i.ntended reciptent. Thi.s problem area. can be 
corrected by a. thorough kno'l<Jledge of the i.ntended purpose of all radio cir­
cui. ts employed and re-emphasis of basic !Jrinciples concerning operator / cir­
cuit discipline. 

e. Logistics 

(1) During the planning phase ~ci tll JD '. Hal" Div and 4th M".tar Regt for 
operat'iol1 BEAH CHAIN it IV@S determIned that all r-esuppl;:r. less water, t>rould 
be providerl by the LSl 1 r",,~+,'''lrl.,t H";! IJ,th Ea.r i;r, water resupply wOl11d be 
prov~lded from the LPIL. 

(2) The BLT prnvided. Oil det,,"":hment of shore party 'lnd battalion suppl.j' 
representati 'fes to the o.?eratlons center' of the LSA for the coordination of 
resupply requests reeeived from the nLT. No problems ex1.sted using this 
system. 

(3) 'rhe LPH ,.rats designated as the Casualty Evacuati.on Center. BLT 
2./3 casualties were evacuated directl;:," to the LPH for initia.l treatment and 
further e'T<lCuat'''ld 1>Jhen required. 

f. Civic Affairs 

(1) Provisions were ma.de to evacuate all refugees to the LSA at 
Camp I~vans (m 53)!}). Civilian medevac' s were eva.cuated to the LPH for ini­
tial treatment then to the civ:ilian hospital at Hue. 

9. Readiness of the SLli' 

(1) SLF BRAVO. embarked in .ARG Bravo shipping (USS 'rRIPOIJ (LPH-lO). 
USB OGDEN (LPD-5) I USS NONTICELLO (LSD-35) and USB TERHELL COUNTY (LST-US?)) 
is prepared to respond to any contingencies which m,ay arise ,.ith1n the Seventh 
FIBets B..rea of opera.tion. Corrttnuous emphaSis is being placed on per.sonnel, 
b'!.l.intng, supply and equipment read·'Lness. The short time frr'!'me between the 
backload from Operat-ion BrE.!\.Vmn 'I'HACK and the amphibious landi.ng for OperaUon 
B[i',AR CHAIN and the subsequent success of Operation BI:~AR CHAIN reflected the 
continuous readiness of the SLF. 

? osure,(l) 
.;ft." ,r . \:. .' "~" ~--' 
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10. The follmoJing comr;H'mts on BL'T 2/3 and H1'Tl"~ 26SAfter Action Reports are 
included. 

A. PLT 2/3 

(1) FARA 13a. The statement eoncernlng the outstanding professional 
p~rfC)rmance of the UIl-IB detachment and l-rrjrJl-265 is concurred in. However 
the phrase !fresupply a.t night" creates the impresston tha.t, resupply after clark 
is a common occurance. Only emergency type resupply is conducted during hours 
ot' darkness and t.hi 5 only with specific approval of the Speci a1 L~.nding Force 
Conrnander. 

(2) PARA. 13b. This pa.r~<.graph pertains to t.he period the baHalion 
",as OPCO!:i to Fourth l{~l.rinr:ls. The ba.ttalion FSCC on several occasions cleared 
t,argets in the battalion area and requested permi.ssion from Fourth tt'l.rlnes 
F,sCC t.o f:ire them. On the se occasions, the Fourth 11.,'1rines Fire Su.pport 
Coordinator requ~sted to speak H':tth the B ~,ttalion Commander and asked him 
personally if he riesired to fir.e on the target. Not being familiar '\1.'1 th 
present Fourth Harlne direeti"0s and in viem of the battalion being arGOn 
to Fourth N.i.ri.ne'; {;.he SLF' is l.lnabl,e to comment en this paragraph. 

(3) PARA 13c. This paragraph also concerns the period the bat­
talion lHIS OPC:OlJ Fourth Ihrines. It is believed the purpose of the par­
agraph is to explain t.he difficulties encountered in meeting Fourth }'!.arines 
reporting requirements ,',Thile thee.P. ts on the move. As in paragraph 2 above 
,and for the same reason the .:3L1<' is unable to comment. 

(1) PARA Ja. It is agreed that llla.ny problems 'fTere encOLmtered 
hwol"'iring rad1.o circuits that require air-ground c()rnp,atible frequencies. 
'the SLF is dependent on the supported in-countr.y commander for frequencies t 

",nd :in I C:TZ thl'll~e ar-e a l1mi tk'?d til.mount of available frequenc'ies. Adjust­
mentsi n fre':l.',H911Cj '1,ssiftnm~!)'ts l'lHl be llh<ade in future operations in an 
effort tc :?_~,Io::~,ri ... t~ this rrc,bl~"i~t. 

(2) PARA 3b. This problem is tnherent .. rith the employment of CH_I+6 
aircraft abo.'lrd the I}JG ,rr~1A class tPI:!. '[he us::; TRIPOLI is maki.ng every 
effort to mini.mize the problem. 

(3) PARA Jc is concurred in, and appropriate comm£.nders ha;Tt'! been 
notified. 

(4) PARA 3d is concurred in and the conclusion set forth in , PUg 
'kl will be used in future operations. 

8 

DECLASSIFIED 


