DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
Task Group 79.5 (CTG 79.5]
FPO San Franciscc 96602
3/5P8/rs
5750
Sers 00768
8 Peb 1968

'?,uHOFOm (Dawngraded to unclassified upon removal of Enclosure (1))

Frome: Commander
Tos Commanding General , Hinth Marine Amphibicus Brigade

Subj: Sommnd Chronology for the peried 331 January 1948

Ref: (a) MCO 5750,2
(b} FMFPACO 5750.8
{o) BRIGO 575C.1s

Encls (1) Special landing Force (TG 79.5) Comand Chronclogy

-le Inac cordance with reference Q,a.) through (o), the Dommnd Chronclogy
for bhe Spesial Landing Force (TG 79.5) is submitted az Enclosure (1),

ion BADGFR CATCH commenced on 23 Janmvya Pue to the matwe of thie
per n ppaam that it will not terminate in the near futurs, A3 a

wlt --':“1 T3 79,5 Combat After Action Reports for this cpsration will be sub-
mitted with the Febmary Command Chronology.

730*2,;0;; A

M. W. SCHMIDT
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11, DESIGNATION " GOMMANDER DATES
Special Landing Force Cel. M. W. SCHMIDT 431 Jannary 1968
(13 79.5) e .
SUBRDIMATE UNITS
BLT 3/1 ItCol M. MCQUGHN 331 January 1568
MM 262 LiCol M. J. STEINEEYS 310 Janwsry 1968
HMM 165 LtCol R, E. BOIE 10-31 January 1968
© ATTACHED ONITS
-~
2, LOCATION
USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH -#) - 331 Jenusry isle
U35 NAVARRO (APA 215) 331 January 1968
USS ALAMO (1SD 33) 3-31 January 1968
USS WHETSTOKE (LsD 27) ) 3-31 Janvary 1968
USS VERNON COUNTY (IST 1161} ' 3-31 Jammry 1968
3. STAFF COFFICERS
asertive Officse . LiCol R, A. MASCH 331 dapuary 1968
0/8=1 g AU C. G, SR
32 T T T WS WL B, MATERRRY
hsst S-2/AC 1stIt R, T, WALLACE 331 Janvary 1968
523 - 1%Cul W, M., OLIVER 3-31 Jaruary 1968
Asst S<3/FS8 _ Mzj B, P, RICHTIR dr,  3-31 January 1968
Azt S<3/Mr Officer Mej W. T. MCFALL 315 Jamary 1968
Aset S-2 ~ -~ Maj J. P. SHEGHAN 331 January 1968
Asst S-3 , oo (apt J. H. STRASOER 3=31 Jaruary 19468
Bealy - Haj J. F. SEOVEL 531 Januwary 1968
GommO Capt C. C. ENIWISILE 331 Janusry 1968
%o AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH -
SLF° STAFE; USME OFF - 11 USMC RAL — 43 UGH OFF « O USN BAL - O

BER ’ ' 6l
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HMM 262
HMM. 165

DECLASSIFIED

®

L1
L6

180
188
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23

MEEATIVE Shftiny

R¥N. On 10 Jamar';, “fFe ARG/SIF "sailed from Danang, RV, From ilec. January the
ARG/SIE remained in a 24 hour reaction sbatus tor operatiocrs in I CTZ, RWY,
On 1). Janwary the ARG/SLF was wvisited by CMU,

Frop 3 through 9 Januar, § 1968 the ABG/"TF urdeﬁsﬂ‘n a REHAR rericd in Daz\atg

Opsration BADER CATCH comusmced on 23 Jamvery with the lamding of BLT
3/1 by held:opters and landing craft in QUANG TRI Frovince, RVN, On 31
Jamars the BLT w2a sbill engaged in the npar tion with vo sprarent town-
Smat lon foresegn, On 26 January selected slemerte of tle Landing Force were
OPSON III MAF who simtansously pgssed it to Third MarDiv who in turn passed
it to the First Axirac Br,

n 10 January 1968 HMM 262 was retated in-country and came under bie coumand
of the First MAW, On the same date DM 1,65 ezrturkvd aboard the ARG ahipping
to beeame the SIF Squadron,

CEA BV e SRR TR T TR PR RO P S e s, ALY il A R

b S - 0RN

ENCLOSTRE (1)
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DATE
3=9 Jay

10 Jan

11=22 dJan

1 Jan

i5 Jan

16=22 Jan

20 Jan

22 Jan

23=31 Jan

DECLASSIFIED

PARY JIT

. SEQUENTTAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

© EYENTS

ARG/SLF BRAVO remained vieinity Da Kang harbor and
accomplished rehabilitation of equipmert,

Ragained OPCON HMM 262 effective 04L16COH and dissclved
Det ALPHA HMM 262,

HMM 262 rotated in-country and was replaced by HMM 165,
0G III MAF requested the ARG/SLF depley te a position
off the CUA VIET in preperation for possible deployment in
northern I CTZ,
Refs III MAF 1101107 Janb8
CG 1st MAW 292345Z Dech?¥
CTG 79.5 091010Z Janbg .

The ARG/SLF remained off the CUA VIET I CTZ, RWN ready for
possible deployment on short notice,

CMC visited the ARG/SLE

CG III MAR requested planners repart to G Third MarDiv
for planning for a possible operation,

Ref: IIT MAF 1503062 Jané8 .

CTG 79,5 and plamners visited Third MarDiv daily to keep
abreast of the developing situation in morttern I CTZ.

CG ITI MAF requested planners repert bo CG Third MarDiv

to plan for Operation BADGER CATCH an Amphibious Operation g
to be conducted in I CTZ with a tentative D-Day as 23 Jan 68.
Refe: I1IX MAR 200754Z Janbd

CG IIT MAR issued mission for ARG/SLF BRAVO,
Ref: ITT MAW 2204007 Janbg

Operatinn BADGER CATCH

5 SECRET-HOFCEN

ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED
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26 Jan

31 Jan

— e S = Coilme e

OPCON BLT 3/1 (Less 1stPIt Co MA" 1st MT Bn, Glrz Pl
Co "C" 1st Med Bn, Dental Co 9th MAB, 1SU) passed to CG
III MAF at 261400H Janb8. \

- BotT TG 0.5 2005522 JAT6E

CG III MAF passed OPCON selszcted elements of the LF to ce
33 MarDiv at 261400H Janb8.

Ref: III MAF 2615467 Jefv,..éa

CG 3d MarDiv passed OPCON seleched elemerts of the IF to
1st Amtrac Bn at 261400H Janbg

Ref: CG 3d MarDiv 270130Z Jant8

Selected elements of the IF still engaged in Operation
RYDGER CATCH.

TRITAN T

bR M v

6 SECRET-NCFCRN

. ENCLGSURE (1)
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SECRET--NOF CRN e
CHRONGLOGY. CF SUBr.x‘enlmﬂ“i‘:‘”- COMRANDS
AXD!SUFPCRITNG DR ,W [ ]
Apperdix 1 e TTT WP 1300102 Jan2

'L_HI MAF 150306% J anéb

2 II1 MAF 2007542 Jants

A IIT MAF 22CH007

- ITY MAF 2635467 Janls

T0G 34 MarDiv 2701302 Janb?

7 703 1st MAW 2923L5Z DeebT
;TGT (‘5"05 A’SO)[{.A.L; Jd,néf‘

i’:'rf‘ 7505 OPL0ICT Janis

(hppmniin 2 Comnaad Ghrenslogy PIT 3/1 _
- [ Bbppendix 3 Gapnmand Ghronolog? HMM gb, s /ah. Y4 .
| Apperdlx b ' Gemand Chronulogy na%gzmn';\@ 262, - /0 ‘ﬂ,, 67 | ‘
P‘- «' Apperdix 5 *f;,f,,;: 7 ? "

7 SECRET=NOFCRN

ENCLOSURE (2)
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Y4YC DE 3FLG

G WSG NR 8001
. T= CTG 7645

ZNY SSSS5 & bl

0P 1181197 ',//5)3§}/M50/7f57f.5

! A

b eprcorIES

MGG III MAF = :
10 0T6 76.5 i =
infFl CTF 76 }
TG 79,5 : o
BT = _E
SECRET , o . L B
1. DUE ENEMY THREAT NORTHERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE AND UNLESS

OTHER REQUIREMENTS PRECLUDE, REQUEST ARG REMAIN VIC cUA VIET
AUANG TRI CITY a0. UNTIL RETURN ARG/SLF AL_EHA 076 19JANGSE,

~B g g , , [ e & -

- MNBT Cem EE el Lo R BET L Daime et Dby

JAN €8 5

i
1 LER

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS x
DOD DIR 5200.1
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-+ CONFIDENTIAL

P, CCeec
0 .503B6Z JAN 68
FM C3. II1 MAF DNG

;is;jw

Tor /JE/OGL5L43¢4L§7427’~

T0 CTG- SEVEN SIX PT FIVE
CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE
INFO ZEN/CG THIRD MARDIV

- CTF SEVEN SIX

CTF SEVEN NINE

CTG; SEVEN SIX PT FOUR -
BT~
CONFIDENTIA

L

7

REQUEST ARG/SLF BRAVO PLANNERS REPORT IMMEDIATELY TO 3RD MARDIV

CP (DONG HA),
Spad

-~

NENY

,;,%RADED AT 3 YEAR INT ERVALS

ZCLASSIFIED AFTER

ﬂ

1ER 12 YEAR
0D DIR 520. .10

DECLASSIFIED
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- cG TII MAF DNG
rsev“*fg RUYEUAE/CTG SEVEN SIX PT

DECLASSIFIED

HNNNG 2007542 JAN(‘$

RUYEUAE/CTG SEVEN NINE PT 7LV
INFO RUMSMA/COMUSMACY
RIF U1 /COMSEVENTHFLT
766 FIRST MARDIV
/CG THIRD MARDIV ; »
ZEN/CG FIRST Maw o e s d it ST
RUMF JV/CTF SEVEN SIX TOMN D0)T 56?“70”4'/
RUABQL/CTF SEVEN NINE ' 2/
ZEN/CG FLC
RUYEUAK/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR Py —IF— OV S
RUYEUAK/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
RUMFCR/CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE
3T
SECRET
OPN BADGER CATCH ()
A. COMSEVENTHFLT 152316Z JAN 68 (S)
B. COMSEVENTHFLT 170636Z JAN 68 (S) PASEP (NOTAL)

PAGE TWO RUMMWAA 2173 SECRE T

1. REQUEST PLANNERS REPORT TO 3N MARDIV CF ASAP TO PLAN SUBJ OPN
1AW REF &,

2. REF B REFERS.

3. DESIRE OPN COMMENCE 0/ 23 J&N 6%.

GP-4

BT

NNNN

e et e e cmpens m waer e Soa w wme mee mt e e e Bt —— g e o
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S W YEARS2VV  FFBA360366
eReeL77 RUYEUAR

ZNY SSSSS
ZITSZYUW RUMMWAA2339 0223486-S358«~RUYELAE RUYEUAK .
ZNY SSSSS D - |
Z 2004007 JAN 68 BWNECRARE
FM CG III MAF DANANG Mlﬂfﬁ?
TO RUYEUAK/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR |
RUYEUAE/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE
ZEN/CG THIRD MARDIV
RUMSMA /COMUSMACY
RUAUBUL /COMSEVENTHFLT
INFO RUHGUV/CTG SEVEN SIX
RUABQL/CTG SEVEN NINE
RUYEUAK/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR COPY— OF — (o7 /E*
RUYEUAE/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE
RUMFCR/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE
ZEN/CG FIRST MAW
ZEN/CG FIRS MARDIV
ZEN/CG FORLOGCMD
BT
SECRET
EMPLOYMENT ARG/SLF ALPHA AND BRAVO

le SITUATION KHE SANH REQUIRES IMMEDIATE REIN BY ONE BATTALINN
1 DESIRE TO DEPLOY 1/9 FROM CAMP EVANS TO KHE SANM. REQUEST SLF

PAGE TWO RUMMWAA 2335 SEC R E T
ALPHA (BLT 2/4) DEPLOY

MMEDIATELY BY HELO TO CAMP FVUANS WITH
THREE RIFLE COMPANIES TO EFFECT RELIEF
F 1/9 AND ASSUME RESPON=-
SIBILITY THAT AREA, FOURTH RIFLE COMPANY TO BE HELD IN RESFRVE.
ELEMENTS OF 1ST ACD WILL RELIEVE BLT 2/4 O/A 25JANGS AT WHICH
TIME, I DESIRE TO RECONSTITUTE SLF ALPHA AS CORPS RRESTRVE, SHOULD
YOU DESIRE TO ACCOMPLISH THIS REQUEST RY AN AMPHIB OPN, I NEFSR
TO YOUR JUDGEMENT, HOWEVER, SPEED OF YHE ESSENCE. REQUEST ARG
REMAIN IN SUPPORT.
2. REQUEST ARG/SLF BRAVO CONDUCT AMPHIB OPN VIC CuA VIST TO CLEAR
RIVER BANKS AND ADJACENT AREAS OF ENEMY FORCES, COORDINATE WITH
CG THIRD MARDIV. ARG TO REMAIN IN SUPPORT. ENEMY HAS SUCCRERED
IN CLOSING CUA VIET TO LOGISTIC TRAFFIC FOR PAST TWO NAYS,
EVEN TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF THIS VITAL LOC IS UNACCEPTABLE,
SUBSEQUENT TO CLEARING OPERATION ON CUa VIET PESIRE TO COMMIT
BLT 371 TO SEARCH AND DESTROY OPN IN AREL4 WEST OF ROUTE 561 AND
NORTH OF ROUTE 9 IN CONJUNCTION $ITH ONE ADDITIDNAL MARINE
BATTALION,
GPw4

) , SECRET

Appt-**

DECLASSIFIED
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PP RUYEUAE
ZNY §$SSJ
. PTISZYLW RUMMUAA2S62 8261546-555S==RUYEUAE RUYSUAE.
P 2615467 JAN 68 o
F¥ CC TIZ WAF DANANG 2T
TO ZEN/CG THIRD MARDIV
INFO RUYEUAE/CTG SEVEW SIX PT FIUR .5/3
RUYEUAE/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE~
RUYSUAE/BLT THREE SLANT ONE -~
BT
 SECRET
8. CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE 26045427 JANES
. 1o 1AW REF A CG IIT MAF CHOPS BLT 3/1 (=) TO CG THIRD MARPIV
| EFF 261460H JANGE, CONTROL OF SUPPORTING ARMS PASSES T0
06 THIRD MARDIV SAME DTG.
GP =4
BT

o i B E
Cory o . Copes

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTE
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12
DOD BIR 5200.10

TERVALS;

SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

o FFCO1AFASIONMZUA 99 0GRVUY  PYAL7o
00 RUMEUAE

FYE_RUMHVP 73710 2270130 Tac a%oetenl iy
L.NY ‘?SSSD
0 2751387 JAN 63 /2

F4 G THIRD MARDIV
TO RUMMWAA/CG III MAF '
ZEN/FIRST AMTRAC RN e
INFO RUMEUAE/CTG SEVEN SIX POINT FIVE
RUMEUAE/CTG SEVEN NINE POINT FIVE o=
ZEN/TWELTH MARINES
BT
SECRET
OPCON
Ae CG III MAF 2615462
P~ 1AW REF A THIS HO ASSUMES OPCON OF BLT 3/1 LESS STLECTER UNITS,
'61499H JANGS & PASS SAME TO FIRST AMTRAC BN SAME DTG.
2. THIS HO ASSUMES CONTROL OF SUPPORTING ARMS SAME DPTG.

o

d
normaRAmEl AT 3 YEAR INTERYaLS;
ASSIFIED AFTER 12 ygapc

DECLASSIFIED
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7NY 55958

© 2923457 DEC &7 .
=% GG FIRST #Hay =

T0 MAG THREE SIX — =

INFO CG FMFPAC : ’

03 NINTH Mab -

6 IIT1 MAF : - -

COMSEVENTHFLT .

CT¥ SEVEN SIX :

;TF SEVEN NINE

76 SEVEN SIX PT FIVE

773 SEVEN NINE PT FIVE -~

HaG ONE FIVE

CEN/HMM ONE SIX FIVE WW

2™ TWO SIX TwO , = :

=21 — O
ECRET S

B=q FMFPAC (F=-0523)

+  %-JEMENT ORDER HMM~-1685 CH ONE e e e
A. CG FMAW BR2P56Z DEC &7 , ) =
B, CG FMAW 2852387 OCT 67 =
(. ] + SR
+=3E TWO RUMHAY 135 SECRET , -

Lo 06 FMFPAC 1661147 NOV &7 —
De CG II1 ™MAF @81348Z DEC 67 o
E, CTF SEVEN SIX @9GG32Z DEC &7 o T
F. CG FMAY 20108262 DEC 67 (NOTAL? , ,
1, OB FUFPAC 28062387 DEC 67 - ﬂ
“ REF A DIRECTED MOVEMET HHUM-185 O/A ZJANGE WITH EIGHTEEXN

i ACRAFT IAV SCHEDULE PROPCSED BY REF B AND?APPRUUFD BY REF Co
REF D PROPOSES AND REF E CONCURS HHiH<185 AND HMM-262 ROT@;F
ﬂ/ﬁ ig=11 JAN 1968, REF F APHPGVED BY RFF G_| P GPOSEB HMW 165
RéNK/MDS QTRUCTURM ,,,,,

©. CHANGE REF A AS FOLLOWS: DELETE 0/3 2JAN68 WHEREVER

7T APPEARS AND SUBSTITUTE WHEN DIRECTED 0/A 18JANGE. CHANS
FARAGRAPH FOUR ALPHA (4A) GOUAJHO“ ROTATES WE;F TwrvTY OW? ]
ATRORAFT S et e

- h - -

“‘\ . [rav

D el =

~ DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
- DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
 .n  DODDIR 520010

DECLASSIFIED
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NNNEV

seovez7 RUMFUL RUth“\ RUM3MA RUHHBRA RiW.INMIZA WANHFMA RUABI;

e RIRISAL RUMSBR RUMMWA~ RUMHLA RUMHYP RUMHAW RIMNuAD RUARHT

= SUAD RUMFKRE RUHGUZ RUMFCR RUMMWUA RUHGUY RUMFUE RUYSUAK
RUYSCR RUMNVHE RUAUBAC RUAUDB RUMHYP .

DE RUYSUAE 113 2268542 ‘

"€T& SEVEN THREE PT FIVE
TG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE
(-‘ TG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR
UUMSE MACY coC
CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE
RUYSCR ZOK FFN
Z 2605427 JAN S8 ZYQO RUYSCR
FMM CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE
T0 RUMFUL/COMSEVENTHFLT
RUMMWAA/ZCG 111 ™MAF

RUMHVPZCG THIRD MARDIV /9.
ZEN/CTE@ SEVEN NINE PT FIVE on gc,/ 43/;, o2
RUMFCR/TG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE T e

INFO AIG FOUR SIX ONE ;
ZEN/BLT THREE SLANT ONE (0P~ OF- (0F/F 5

UYSUAD/CTG SEVEN NINE PT THREE
RUMNVHE/GTG ONE ONE FIVE PT ONE
ZEN/MARMEDHELRON ONE SIX FIVE
RUAUBAC/CTG SEVEN SIX PT EIGHT

“RUMFCR/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE
RUHGUV/USS MT MCKINLEY
RUMHPA/MASS TWO DONG HA
ZEN/USS BLUE
RUAUDB/MAG ONE FIVE

K\ETE CRET

BADGER CATCH LANDING FORCE CHGP ASHORE

A, COMSEVENTHFLT 1523162 JAN 6%

bo CTG 76,5 2512372 JAN 78 (NOTAL)

C. CG IIL MAF 2621282 JAN 68 (NOTAL)

le LANDING FORCE FIRMLY ESTABLTSHED ASHORE,

)
PAGE TWO RUYSUAE 1t3 SECRET
2« IAW PARA 9A REF A, AND AS MUTUALLY AGREED UPON BY CATF AND
CG ITI MAF (REF B & C)» OPCON BLT 3/1 LESS 1ST PLT €O "a"
IST MT BN, CLRG PLT CO "C™ 1ST MED BN, DENTAL GO 9TH MgB,
LSU PASSES TO CG III MAF AT 261499H3 RPT 251499H3.
ACA DISSOLVED AND CONTROL OF SUPPORTING ARMS PASSES TO €G TII
MAF AT THAT TIME.

/A\Sa ARG/SLF BRAVO REMAINS IN SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS ASHORE,

GP=4
BT

sscnsr,ﬂ

DECLASSIFIED
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?E Tf thEN NINE PT FIVE N
T ZENAHMM TWo SIX TuO -
:HPQ £G FMFPAC T ==
FEN/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIBE -
ﬂanS VALLEY FORGF —
2 ZTCO0RET , =
HNYEMENT ORDER ) h
%:‘C”G 19,5 BBE68127 JaM &8

{» EXECUTE PROVISIONS REF A [GJAN 68, REPORT TO OPCON GG FIRST MY
‘“FFCTIVE 121606H JAN 68»

Eé = ezma = = i,

1
&
\!\
o
,
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. SECRET 0014116\ MRihss

DATE

| COMMANDER |
SPECIAL LANDING FORCE BRAVO

(;wg’:’mf) S bL DL

- COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 FEBRUARY--3 MARCH 1968
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DECLASSIFIED

£t




DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS .
Task Group 79.5 (CTG 79.5)
FPO San Francisco 9366(R

3/JPS/rs

5750

Ser: 0011=68
21 MAR 1968

SECRET=NOFORN (Downgraded to unclassified upon removal of Enclosure (1))

From: Commander
Tos Cormanding General, Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade

Subj: Command Chronology for the period 1Feb-3Mar 168
Refs {a} MCO 5750,2
(b} FMFPACO 5750,8
{e) BRIGO 5750.1e
Enel: Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) Commard Chronology
1. In accordance with reference (a) through Cc) s the Command

Chronology for the Special Landing Force (IG 79.5) is submitted as
Enclosure (1).

SLF TaskGrOup 79.5

- $&C Conticl No 0010130 SECRET =NOF CRN
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T —HEADQUARTERS

Task Group 79.5 (CTG 7Y.5)

FPO San Francisco Y6602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 February - 3 March 1968
INDEX
PART 1 CRGANIZATIONAL DATA
PART II . B NARRATIVE SUMMARY
PART 1II1 . SEQUENTIAIL LISTING OF
EVENTS

PART IV SUPPCRTING DOCUMENTS

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET-NOFORN
DECIASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS ] ENCLGSURE (1)
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SECHET=NOFCRN
PART 1
(RCANIZATIONAT, DATA
1, DESIGNATION GOMMA NDER.

SPECIAL IANDING FORGE Col, M. W. SCHMIDT
\TG 79.5) Col, W. A, BUTCHER

SUBCRDINATE UNITS

BLT 3/1 LtCol, M. MCQUOWN
HMM 165 ~ LtCol. R. E. ROMINE

ATTACHED UNITS

NONE
2, LOCATION

USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH 8) “
U3S VANCOUVER (LPD 2) <

DATES

1-28Febb8
28Feb3Marbg

1Feb~3Mar6s
1Feb=3Marbs

1Feb-3Mar68
28Feb=3Mar68

USS MAVARRO (APA 215)Y
USS ALAMO (13D 33)

USS WHETSTOMNE (ISD 27)
USS WHITFIELD COUNTY (LST 1169) —

|
g
;
6

3. STAFFT OFFIGERS

Executive Officer ItCol R, A. MASON
A0/5=1 1stlt C. G. COMER
S=l 1stlt M, PALLO
S=2 Maj W. B. MAYHERRY
Asst S=2/A0 1stlt R. T. WALIACE
S=3 LtCol W. M. OLLVER

ItCol R. D, ALEXANDER
Asst S=3/FSC Maj E. P. RICHTER Jr.
Asst 5-3/Air Officer Maj C. F. MCSER
Asst S-3 Maj. J. P. SHEEHAN

2

DECLASSIFIED

12
1-28Feb 68

1Feb-3Marés
1Feb-3Maré68

1Feb=3Mar68
l=17Febb8
17Feb-3Marbs
1Feb=3Marés
1Feb~3Marés
1=28Feb 68
28Feb~3Mar68
1Feb=3Mar68
TFeb=3Marbg
1Feb=3Marés

SECRET=NOFORN

ENGLOSURE (1)
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SECRET=NGFORN

Asst S-3/A0 Capt J. H. STRASSER

Sedy ' Maj J. F. SHOVAR

COMMO Capt C. G, ENTWISTLE
" ¥Maj D. W. ANDREWS

Asst GOMMO Capt C. C. ENTWISTLE

4, AVERAGE MONTHLY SPRENGEH

1Feb=3Marbs
1Feb=3Marés
1-12Feb68
12Feb~3Marbg
13 -29Feb b8

SIF Staffs USMC OFF - 13 USMC ENL ~ 42 USN OFF = 0 ISN ENL = O

BLT 64 1561 8 87
HMM 165 46 188 1 3

SECRET =NOFURN
3 ENCLOSIRE (1)
I R

DECLASSIFIED
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SECRET=NOFCRN T
PART I1
MARRATIVE SUMMARY

During the period 1 - 18 February 1968 thé ARG/SLF remained in support

of the IF engaged in Operation BADGER CATCH/SALINE; maintaining liaison
with the Third Marine Division, lst AMIRAU Bn, lst ARVN Regt, and those
elements of the landing force ashore, SLF I:rovided hellcopter suppert
to the Third Mar Div for logistical lifts and for an ARVN troop 1ift,
During the period 12-15 February the SLF also provided helicopter support
to III MAF for the off<load of critical cargo from Seventh Fleet shipping
to the Phu Bai Combat Base,

On_ 19 Peb 1968 Uperation BaDGER CATCH wes terminated and ARG/SLF bravo
departed for Sublc Bay, Fi.

During the period 20-29 Feb 1968 while in Subic Bay the ARG/SLF Brawo
underwent REHAB/UPKEEP and exchanged shipping, with the USS Vancouver '
(LPD 2) replacing the USS Navarro (APA 215) and the USS Alamo {ISD 33),
Colonel W. A, BUTCHER relieved Colonel M. W, SCHMIDT as CTG 79.5 on

28 Feb 1yéag, -

The ARG/SLF departed Subic Bay, PL on 29 Feb and arrived off PHU BAIL,
RVN on the morning of 2 Mar 1968, at which time HMM 165 commenced
off=load from the USS Valley Forge ’oo PHU BAL AF o

On 3 Mar 1968 HMM 165 completed off-nload and reporbed to OPCON G F:.rst |

MAW effective (B1200H., HMM 164 embarked abcard the USS Valley Forge
and reported to OPCON CIG 79.5 effective (31200H.

SECRET~NUFCRN
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SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNJIFICANT EVENTS
DATE EVENIS
1-18Feb The ARG/SLF Bravo remained in support of the LF
conducting Operation BADGER CATCH/SALINE
1-2Feb HMM 165 provided helicopter support for an emergency

ARVN Troop lift from DONG HA and QUANG TRI to HUE
Ref: III MAF 011716Z FEB6S

5=TFeb HMM 165 provided helicopters for an emergency logistics
lift for the Thiard Mar Div
12=15Feb HMM 165 provided helicopters to off-load high priority

ecargo items from Seventh Fleet sShipping to PHU BAIL
Refs XLT MAF 0216407 FEB6S

16=18Feb BLT 3/1 (REAR) displaced ashore to the 1st AMTRAC Bn CP
and HMM 155 reported to UFLUN First MAW for the period
since ARG/SLF Bravo would be in REHAB/UFKEEP Subic
Refs (1) CTG 79.5 1700497 FEB68
(2) CIG 79.5 1802532 FEB68

1vFeb Operation BADGER CATCH terminated
Ref: COMSLVEUTHFLT 180730 ] 68

19=20Feb ARG/SLF enroute Subic Bay,

20-29Feb ARG/SLF Bravo underwent a REHAB/UPKEEP period in Subic
Bay, PI

28Feb Ccl W, A, BUTCHER relieved Col M. W. SCHMIDT as CIG
7945

Ref: CTG 79.5 2800107 FEB68
29Feb=2Mar ARG/SLF Brave underway for RVN

Mar ARG/SLF Bravo arrived off the coast of RVN vic PHU BAI
and commenced to off-<lcad HMM 1565
3Mar HMM 165 and HMM 164 rotated between PHU BAI AF and the USS.

Valley Forge with HMM 165 reporting OPCGON CG First MAW amd
HMM 164 repoariing OPCON CTG 79,5
Ref: CIG 75.5 030930Z MAR6GS

SECRET-NOF CRN
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T PART IV
CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE COMMANDS.
AND SUPPCRTING DOCUMENTS
Appendix 1 s III MAF 011716Z FEB68
2 III MAF O81640Z FEB68
3 CTG 79.5 170049% FEB68
4 CTG 79,5 180253Z FEB68
5 GOMSEVENTHFLT 1809307 FEB68
& CIG 79.5 2800107 FEB6S
7_CIG 79,5 03030Z FEB6S
“Appendix 2‘; ' Command Chronology BIT 3/1, /edef. Griwmr o5 .
7 vAppendix 3_’?*1\ i Command Chronology HMM 165 ,V'Tdui; 3 a . &9
“ppendix 4, SLF After Action Report BADGER CATCH . rrids
' vAppendix 5) BLT 3/1L After Action Report gADGER CATCH/SALINE, 25 fen- /8.3¢ £2.0
+ Appendix 6/ {'L 1 HMM 165 After Action Report BADGER CATCH/SALII‘E, ’):2‘" VT I PV RN
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APTER_ACTION REP(ET - BADGER CATCH

Map Referspces AMS, VIETHAM, 1350,000, Series L 70L; Sheet 6442 IV

1. Geperal

2, Cperation BADGER CATCH was an amphibious operation conducted
in accordapnce with NWP 22{E} employing Both helicopter and surface
craft essault fqrces, The operation was conducted in QUANG TRI
Province, I Corpe Tactical Zene, Republic of VIETNAM. The landward
ACA was that- ares encompassed by & lire drawn from ¥D 353690 along
east west grid line YD 69 to TE-919690, thence aleng the north bank
of the CUA' VIET River southwestward to the small stream at YD 266634,
thence north along the sast bamk of the small stream to YD 240678,
thence northward along north south grid line YD 24 ‘o -the southern
boundary of the DMZ, and thence along southern boundary of DMZ to the
sea at ID £81771. On 25 January 1968 the ACA was modifisd and enlarged
ag fellows: & lime drewm from the coast at YD 35768l southwest to
YD 328665, thence alcng the south bhank of DAM CHO CHUA through YD
330650 to 1D 306630, thence westward along grid lime ID 63 to ID 271630
thence along 8 line northwestward to small stream at YD 266634, thence
northward along east bank of small stream to ID 240678 then north along
north=south grid line YD 24 tc the southern boundary of the DMZ; thence
along soubhern houndary of the DMZ to the sea at ID 281771,

be The inslusivedatss of Operation BADGER CAICH were 23 January
to 18 Februsry 1968, COMSEVENTHFLY 1523162 JANGS, BADGER CATCH Init-
fating Dirsctive, aseigned SIF Bravo the mission of conducting a search
and destroy amphibious operation agairst VC/NVA Forces within the AGK,

s, ARG shipping departed 1900CLH FEB6S for an upkeep period at
Subde. BLT 3/1 remained in the arss, participating in Cperation SALINE,
with & seapych anl destroy mission while OPCON to Third Marine Divisien,
HMM 165 disembarked on 18 February 1968 and CHOFFED to Pirst MAW, No
amphibious withdrawal was conducted, COMSEVENTHFIT 1809302 FEBGE term-
irated Opgratlon BADGER CATCH on 190001H FEBES,

2, Zawl ,“f H 1
Sraciel. I;amm Farce Colonel M, W. SCHMIDT
HMM 165 LtColonel R. E. REOMINE
BLT 3/2 LtColonel M, MOQUOWN
3

#, Enemy Situation. The enemy forces repoarted operating in the ACGA
were the Ynird Batvalion, 803rd NVA Regiment; elements of the Fourth
Battalion, 270th EVA Regiment, and the K400 LF Unit, Artillery positions

i ERCLOSIRE (1)
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' in and north
mﬂ in this ares, The
hra mm”a was {(,pj

he enemy was capable of:

{1} Attacking with a forse of one reinforced battalion or
less with artillery support, op

{2} Defending in previously prepared positions with one rein-
forsed battalion or less supported by artillery, or

)

{4} Reinforcing with units located outside the AQA,

¢. Enemy Tactics., The enemy used all abilities, His forcs
initiall Ly delayed with elements of the Lth Ba.ttala_onﬁ <7Cth NVA ERegiment
in the vieimity of MY LOC Hamlet (YD 3068), The unit was identified

fro dommmms in the hamlet, Defensive positions consisted of family
she me converted inte fizhting bunkers in the hamlet, and fighting

heles located throug the area, The enemy employed all normal

small srme, aubomatd apong, &% well as RPG's and .50 calibsr .

af?!*"’)

machine guns, Artillery support was provided from positions within
the DMZ, in the vicinify of LAM ZUAN Hamlet. (YD 2869), the enemy con-
ducted & vigorous defense with elements tentatively identified from
the 803rd WVA Regiment , and possibly reinforced by an element of the
wh KVA Hegiment, (A wounded POW claimed Lo be from a unit of the
Regiment, but this was not confirmed}, Ancther swesn of
33 @;?ﬁ‘v )369} wag required after discovering an enemy unit had
ad back i I : Once more the ensmy force made a
uei\,n@e I"z tm,:; 1nstcmm t"w dwien% was

and. murt.msu ii.‘he atta,cm.x% mut was mpulmd
mcmz_vwd lM s:zasummvw The attack was characterized by aggressive~
ness as the enemy continued his attack after daylight, The attack

was terminated by mid-day., Contact continued to be sporadic, consisting
of sniper fire, artillery and mortar fire, and sightings of RVA moving
in small groups. The enemy was well. »eq;aippad a3 evidenced by the large
amountt of excellent weapons, awmmunitien; and new equipment captured.

His state of training was very good as indicated by the tenacious defense
employed, and his aggressive night attack. Units initially encountered
were probably reinforced by replacement units from north of the BEN

HAI River, The enemy's emrloyment of artillery while engaged in a fluid
situation indicated & forward observer capability with a good commnication
systen,

a*]
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~ do Terrain ard Weather, During the eperation the area waz under
the influence or the mortheast monigon, “Merwings were characterdzed
by cleud cover ranging from low scattered to cvercast conditions,

ho Mission

SIF conducts an amphibicus operation in QUANG TRI Provinee to clear
the north bank af the CUA VIET River and adjacent areas of ememy forces
ard conduct such other operaticne as agreed upen with CG IIX MAF or his
designated reprssentative. -

5. Cencept of Uperations
1
a, Lapding Plan/chemé of Maneuver, The SLF lards on D=Day in the

vicinity of the CUA REiver mouth by helicopter amd waterborne
assault and conducts operations in four plases,

{1/ Phase I, Rapidly bulldéup the landing force ashore to
secure LF Objectives and establish a screén to the north.

«'2) Plase 11, Conduct search amd - -destroy operations along tle
axis of the CUA VIET River to opem it for- fmendly logistiecal traffic,

&3} Phase IXI, When firml gstm&agmra and whon nutually

agreed upom by IIIMAF and CRTF, s g_j”gg s LS B g e

CG III MAF for such other opera+1orﬁ as agreed upon with CC 77T MAF or
his deﬂigpatad representatives, ,

{4/ Fhase IV, When directed, comuﬂ an amph:.blouq withdrawal,
b, Scoporting Fires

(1J Aar Suppert, Conduct 1z preparatlon by CAS immediately foll-
owed by ielicopterborne assaults. Provide CAS aircraft cn-station from
L-Hour to L plus 150 minutes and thereafiter on-call, Armed UH-IE'z
with TAC(A) provide escort for assauit heflcopter lifts and limited
CAS for assault trocps. Unarmed UH-IE's provide tactical CP, observation,
reconnaissance, artillery and NGF air spotfing.

{2) RKaval Gunfire, CA[&") in gemeral suppart provides beach
and 1LZ preparstion as required and comducts counterbattery fire against
NVA artillpry pesitions in the vicinity of DMZ and Cap Iay, DD(5%38)
in direct support movides beach ard 1Z preparation ag required, Both
ships provide ¢all fires against targets ©f opportunity,

{3) Artillery. Provide initial ;rt.i]lery support from in-
ceuntry resources which are capable of supporting the assanlt; i. e,

DECLASSIFIED
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the LVIH-f Flatoon located st 1st Amphibian Tractor Battalion (AMTRAC) GP,
Lard, on call, the SLF artillery and mortar batteries respectively by
surface and _helicorter means as soon as possible after L and H Hours with

4be artillery battery exercising tactical fire direction over all landing
- i‘orcq attillery.

b: Execution _
a, Operation BADGER CATCH, in support of III MAF in ICTZ, was
initiated by COMSEVERTHFLT 1523162 JANGS8, CG III MAF 2204007 JANGS
specified the mission which was approved by COMSEVENTHFLT 2205367 JAN6E,
TG 79.5 230205Z JANGS assigned tasks forithe execution of this mission,

b, D-Day was initially established as 24 Jamary 1968 with H-Hour
at 083CH and E-Howr at 0700H, CG IIL MAF 230148Z JAN6S requested
immediate execution and D-Day was ehanged to 23 January 1968 with H-Howr
at 1800 apd L-Hour at 1430, COMSEVENTHFLT 231000Z JAN68 ardered execution,

¢. The basjc plan for Operation BADGER CATOH was to execute a surface
assault obpr FEJ EEACH (YD 340698). BLUE HEACH (1D 340700), and YELLOW
BEACH (YD 34369%) and a-helicopterborne -assault into IZ CROW (YD 300698)
and LZ PARAKEET (YD 306704), This plan was modified upon change of D-Day
to include a surface assault over RED BEACH (YD 349698) and thence over
BELUE BEACH (ID 340700J, and a heligopberborne assault into 1Z ROBIN (YD

3436973, and thence a surface assault over BLUE EEACH.

'de On D=Day at 1825H I/3/1 landed in LZ ROBIN for further movement
by IVT to the nortn tank of the CUA VIET River. At 1845H L/3/1 landed
by LVT's over HED HEACH and thence over BLUE BEACH, "At 1915H I/3/1
moved by LVT over BLUE BEACH. The CP Group landed in LZ ROBIN at 1925H
follwed by K/3/1 at 2000H, and at 2100H the CP ard K/3/1 landed by LVT
over BLUE EEACH. G/1/11 landed over YELLOW BEACH (YD 343699) by LCM!s
at 2145H, At 2325H the Tank Platoon {-), and at 240140H the AT Flatoon
(=} landed by LCU over BLUE BEACH, A11 units ashore established night
'defensive posjtions. :

@, On D plus 1, I/3/1 moved west along the north bank of the CUA
VIET River to secure LZ SPARROW (YD 3176y6) and Ubjective 1, the village
of XOM CON TONG on the north bank of the CUA VIET, (YD 318692), Heli-
copter movpment ashore to LZ SPARROW of M/3/1 and Mortar Btry 2/A1
comuenced at Q41030H and was completed at 241550H, The landing was
interrupteqd at 113(H when the 1Z was hit by mortar fire, At 251615H
in responsg to GG IIT MAF 2403447 JANGS, L/Bj{]. was helo-=lifted from 1Z
SPAREOW to LZ FINCH (YD 302661) to conduct #earch and destroy operations
on an island which was located in the CUA VIET River amd opposite from
Objective #2, the village of MY LOC (YD 305680), Objective #L was swept
ad &1l units established night defensive positions.,

£, OpD plus 2, K/3/1 engagéd a large enemy unit while moving toward
4 : ‘ ENCLOSURE (1)
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Objective #2 (YD 305680), Blocking positions were established and ex=
tensive CAB, MGF, and ARTY preparations were conducted, At 251500CH,
K/3/1 attgcked the objective and by nightfall had secured half of it
while 1/3/1 maintained blocking positions to the north, L/3/1 continued
search and destroy operations to secure the southern bank of the GUA VIET
Chanre}.

“. " g OnDplus 3, K/3/L and M/3/1 secured Ubjective #2 and conducted
a detailed mearch of the area as L/3/1 continued operations on the south
‘bank., At 261400H OPCON of selected elements of the Landing Force was
passed to OG III MAF amd then simultaneously to CG Third Marine Division
and First AMTRAC Battalion, Control of supporting arms, scheduled to

be passed at the ‘same time, was dalayed until 261925H, This was due to
heavy ubtilization of supporting arms during the afternoon of the 26th,
ARG/SLF Byave Temeined in bihe .area.and continued to provide medevac

and other logistical support until 18 February 1468, after which date,
the support was provided by the Third Marine Division. The ARG/SLF then
departed for a REHAB/UPKEEP pericd at Subic Bay at 19000LH,

7. U 1ddrts 818

(1} Un 15 January 1968 I1L MAF requested that planners from
ARG/SLF report to Third Marine Divieion CP at DONG HA (CG III MAF 150306Z).
No firn concept emerged, but possibilities were discussed, Flanners
returned op 16 January and it appeared that the employment of the ARG/
SIF would be & short~fuged reinforcement of QUANG TRI or CON THIEN if
the situation dictated. =
(2) SLF/ARG planners continued to visit Third Marine Division
on & daily basis to keep abreast of the changing tactical situation,

t3")' On 20 vYanuary 1y68 CG 1II MAF requested that plammers report
to the Third Marine Division (CG III MAR 200754Z) to coordinate planning
for & proposed operation in the CUA VIET area to commence on <3 January
1968, Flanners returrned to the Division CP the following day and the
planning for Operation BADGER CATCH commenced.

(4} The planning continued through the issuance of the final
order on 23 Janvary 1968, During the plannirg phase the following
steps were acgomplisheds N
oo e

(a) Intelligence was obtained from current INTSUMS, area
studies, and by liadsen with inecourtry units. Maps were obtained from
‘the Third Marjne Division. No imjerpreter or interrogstor/translator
support way aveilable, A Provincial Reconnaissance Unit and two scout
dog teame wpre provided -from III MAF and Third Maripe Division assets,
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(b) Logistic suppart procedures were arranged,

(¢} Radio frequencies were obtgined and the communications
plan was jssued,

(d) The ACA was agreed upon and command relationships
wers flna],j,zed. '

' . te J Arrangements were made for the establlshment of
lisison teams at the Third Marine Diyision, the 2nd ARVN Regiment, and
the 1st Amlrac Battalion.

(fj Naval gunf:.re suppart was requested and initlally one
crutser and ‘one” deetroyer were assigned.

Ag) Close air Qupport. requlrements were determined and
requested. Additional helicopter support consq.st:mg of fouy armed and
one tnarmed UH=IE's was requested,

be Command Relat:;,onshlps. Upe)*at:z.on BAD(ER CATCH was an amphibious
operdtion with comand relationships in acct»rciance wq.th MP-22(BJ.
Liaison was established with Headquarters Third Baripe Division, the
2nd ARVN Regiméntal Hea,dquarters and the First Aolrac Battalicn,

Ce Supperting Arme
‘1) Ax’t:.llery Suppwt -

‘ \a) Artillery support for the Landing Force was provided
by the atiacked.batteries of the BLT (Btry C, -lstBn, 11th Mar and
Mortar Btry, <ndBn, 1lth Mar) and the 2nd Platoong lst Armored Amphibian
(,ompany \LVTHwé) attached to the lst AmTrac Battalion,

{b) The LVTH-6 Flatoon initially provided direct support
until the landing and establishment ashare of Btry C, lstBn, llthMar
on D plus 1, The platoon then reverted to a reinforcing role and
- -answered ¢alls for fire from both the landing force and the lst AmTrac
Battalion. Battery C assumed direct support of the landing force and
exerciged tactical fire control of the LVTH=6 platoon.

(¢} Late on the afternoon of D plus 1 the Horta.r Battery

of the 2ndBn,. 1ithMar landed via helicopter in LZ SPARROW and reinforced
the fj,.xes of Battery C.

(d) Medimum artiilery reinforcing fires were provided by
12th Marires units located at DONG HA.

{e) While fire support coordlnation was afloat, 75 artillery
| & ENCLOSURE (1)
SECEET-NCFORN
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missions were fired expending 995 rournds of mixed caliber,

{2) Naval Gunfire

(a) The USS NEWPORT NEWS (CA 148) and the USS BLUE (DD
7l.) were assigned in direct support of thé Amphibious Task Force., The
USS OJENS (DD 776) relieved the USS BLUE on'station during the morning
Of D plus 30

{b) The USS EDWARDS (DD 950)9 the USS HAMMER (DD 718)
and the USS MASON (DD 852), although not assigred to the ATF, conducted
numerous direct and counter=battgry missions in support of the landing
force,

{c) Although NGF support was not used by the landing force
during the amphibious assault on D-Day and D plus 1 as no opposition
was encountered, it was nevertheless available, Commencing late on
D plus 1 NGF was employed extensively by the landing force against enemy
troops,; bunkers, and known or suspected mortar and artillery posivions.

(d) While coordination of supporting arms was afloat a
total of 417 rounds of 8" and 2306 rounds of 5" ordnance were expended
in support of the landlng force,

T R T T A A Y. (0L PR VR - I A e B A

SlirE 1

3) A

(a) Close Air Support (CAS) by fixed wing aireraft was used
extensively on D plus i and 3, Landing.zone prep was planned but when D-Day
landing zones were changed, all requests were cancelled, Most sorties
were directed against MY LOC (YD 0) and IAM XUAN (YD 283689).

On D plus 3 emergency requepts wept to CTF 77.3 (USS CORAL SEA) to
provide aircraft when in-coyntry pssets were all committed. Fowr A=4E
A/C were provided, A totzl of twenty Tive-attack sorties were flown

in support of Operation BADGER CATCH prior fo supporting arms conbrol .
being passed ashore, 45,750 pounds of bombs, 57 napalm tanks, 76 2.75
rockets, and 3,200 'rounds of 20mm were expended.

- (b} Augmentatjon of 1 unarmed UH-IE, 4 a.rmed UH~IE,
and 2 CH=-531s was requested. Due to change in tactlcal plans CH—53 s
were not required to lift the 10jmm howitzer battery. 1 unarmed UH-IE
and 2 armed UH-IE A/C were utilized commencing on D plus 1. A total
~of 61 sorties (in escort anq TAC kA).x-oles) were flown and 25 2,75
rockets were expended. : _

(4) Fir’e Support Coordlpatlon
(a) Coordination of supporting arms was in accordance
with current amphibious doctyine with control and coordimtion under
the CATE in the supporb:mg a:rems coordimtion center of the Flagshlp.

T - _71%* = ENCLOSIRE (l)
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(b) Liaison was established in the Third Marine Division
F3CC at DONG HA to coordinate the fires of the 12th Marines in the AQA,
Liaison was also established with the 2nd ARVN HRegiment at DONG HA to
coordinate the fires of ARVN supparting arms,

{¢) Clearance to fire within the AOA required coordination
with and final ground clearance by the 2nd ARVN Regiment.

(d) Control of supporting arms was passed ashorecto the
Third Marine Division at 261925H {D plus 3), Pire support coordimstion
responsibility was retained by CATF beyond the scheduled CHOP time of
1400 since the Landing Force at that time was heavily commited in the
attack and was making maximum usg of supporiing arms. The control of
supporting arms was passed to the Third gazu.ne Division at 1925H when
the attack had terminated,

d. Commmications

(1) Communications during Operation BADGER CATCH were
characterized by short range circuits, with re¥iability ranging from
good to excellent on all pets. Two problem areas caused concern during
the operation, ' -

{a) Many of the frequencies assigned to the SLF were used
by units close to the objective area. This caused interference., Many
call signs tentatively idemtified as U. 5. Army units were logged’ .
in and out of SIF Nets which caused a breakdown of net discipline, Due
to the copecentration of units in the northern end of I Corns. it is
difficult to’'develop SIF frequency plans which eliminmate interference.

(b) Many BA 38¢ tatieries used bjf.the BLT were
found to be defective, Lack of waterproof plz8tic wrappings and the
obvious age of-the batteries accounted for low power output and limited
life span. The BLT Commpications Officer was requested to submit a
UER on the batteries that wer@‘:’m;m'cwﬁ:y packaged.

(2) fTwo SIF liaison teams were employed during the initial phase
of the operation. One team was losated at tire Fhird Marine Djvision Head-
quarters (DONG HA) and the other team was located with the 2nd ARVN
Regiment.. In addition BLT 3/1 -established liaison with the 1lst AnmTrac
Battalion. .When the Battalion regported OPCON to the st AmTrac Battalion

the SIF liaison team was relocated from the Third Marine Divisicn CP
to the .1st AnTrac Battalion CP.

(3) The KY=8 (NESTCR) crypto system was utilized to cover
the SLF tac net and also to gater the Third Marine Division ¥ac net with
voice encryption, Radio- monj,t,ori of the BLT circuits by NAVSECGRUACT
persomel aboard the LPH revggled room for improvement on uncovered
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circuits. Plans mresently call for operator traiming between operations,
This training will include refresher drills with the KAC=FX/KACQX
codes, and expanded use of KY-8 assets,

(4) Radio relay was not employed during the operation since the
ghipboard GRC=10 terminal was undergoing repair at Electronic Maint-
¢nan¢é Company in DANANG.

(5) The SIF staff was augmented far the opsration by four
enlisted communicators from Comm Support Company, Ninth MAB, These
men were rotated between duty in the field with the liaison teams and
watches on the SLF radios aboard the Flagship.

e¢ Logistice

(1) SLF planmers attended conferences at Third Marine Division
and 1st AmTras Battalion concerning the supportability of Operation
BADGER, CATCH, It was mutually agreed that supplies embarked in ARG /SLF
shipping would be used to suppart the amphibious operation. Upon changirg
opsrational control, loglgtical support would change from afloat to
the in~country LSA located at DONG HA Combat Base, Due to the location
of the operation in relation to the location of the ship and the LSA at
DONG HA, it was determined that all resupply would be from ARG shippirg.

(2) During the period 23 January to 19 February 1968, 1,000~
tons of suppliss were lifted from the LPH teo BLT 3/1 in support of the
operstion, Continual reconstitution of required supply levels was
accomplished by crdering supplies from FIC and dispatching ships of the
ARG to DANANG for pick-yp, Upon return of the resupply ship to the
operating area, supplies were transferred to the LFH for packaging and
irurthér delivery by helicopter te BLT 3/1 in the Amphibious Cbjective

ed,

{3) No major logistical problems were encountered during this
operation.

£. Civil Affairs, The complete absence of a civilian population
in the area of operstions macluded the development of a civil affairs
program. A Psychological Warfare Team was utilized at MI LOC to broadcast
calls for surrender, with negative results.

8

&, OSLF Bravo embarked in ARG shipping consisting of USS VALLEY FORGE
(LFH 8), USS NAVARRO (APA 215), USS ALAMO (LSD 33), USS WHETSTONE LSD 27),
USs WHITFIELD COUNTY {LST 116939 is prepared to respond to any conting=
ency which may arise within the Seventh Fleet Area of Operations.
Continuous emphasis is being placed on personnel, training, supply, and
equipment readinesa, ' -
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9. Comments, The follwoing cormments on BLT 3/1 and HMM 165 After Action
Reparts are included:

a, BLT 3/1

(1) Paragraph 2. b, and 6, The mission assigred SLF Bravc was
%o copduct an amphibious operation in QUANG TRI Province to clear the
north banks of the CUA VIET River and adjacent areas of enemy forces
and tg conduct such other operations as agreed upon with CG IIT MAF
or his desigrated representatives, CG III MAF 24L,0344Z directed the
ELT tp conduct an additional company-sized search and destroy operation
on the south banks of the CUA VIET River, and COMSEVENTHFLT 251124Z JANGS
modified the ACA accordingly.

() Paragraph 8, a, (3) (a). The tank mentiored as submerged
and destroyed during combat operations was a BLT 2/L asset attached to
BIT 3/1 by the in-country ccmmander,

(3) Paragraph 9. a.

(&) The temporary termimation of artillery and maval gun=
fire for the introduction of CAS or medevac/emergency resupply suppert
was based, as during previous operations, on the priority established
for supporting arms and medevac/emergency resupply by the BLT Commarder
through his Air Officer.

{(b) Check fires were initiated only when the alterrate
routes around active surface fires could not be established and the
trajectory of artillery and raval gunfire interfered with priority
helicopter or elose air support missions requested by the BLT.

(e) During hellicopter medevac and emergency resupply
missions, required check fires initiated by SACC were not placed in
effect until the A/C had reached the coastline near the mouth of the
CUA VIET River, which for most flights was a position within 4 minutes
of the landing zone., At no time was the BLT advised by SACC that the
medevac helicopbers would not leave the ship until all supporting fires
were in a check fire status, However; a review of the tactical air
request net log imdicated on 26 January 1968, the BLT Air Officer was
informed that a medevac helicopter mission in progress would not return
to the hot zone until a UH-IE gunship was available to escart the flight,
This statement may have been misinterpreted by the BLT net operator.

(d) Communications with the respective supporting arms
agencies was effective throughoul the period when fire support coord=
ination was the responsibility of CAIR. Some difficulty was experienced
on the tactical air request met between SACC and the BLT Air Officer,
The BLT was able to monitor transmissions of the TACG in a loud and
clear manmer, However, the BLT transmissions were not always strong

20 ENCLOSIRE (1)
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enough to be received clearly by the TACC, This may be attributed in
part to the BLT!s imability to communicate consistently during the
operation on the primiry HF TAR net due either to a shortage of batteries
or a defective PRC-L7. The tactical situation apparently prevented
employment of the Air Liaison Officeris radio jeep which would have
provided the power source necessary for effective camunications.

(e) On the 25th and 26th of January, check fires required
for aptillery and naval gunfire within the BLI's area of operation were
coardinated with the BLT Air Officer, aml were in the majority of the
cases, placed in effect by the BLT FSGC prior to action by SAGC.

(£) Although the BLT coordinated supporting fires within
the BLT's area of operation, the overall coordination of supporting
arms within the AGA, aa durins ‘previous SIF Bravo operati-ns. wemiined
afloat under SACC and was the responsibility of the Commander Amphibious
Task Force,

(4) Paragraph 10, ¢, and d. CONCUR.

(5) Sufficient planning time was not available to implement
a comprehensive collection plan and still evaluate and disseminate the
intelligence gained, However, all avallable Intelligence data was
provided to subordinate units by the SLF. In the fubure, stronger
emphasis will be placed on early and sustained intelligence collection
so that timely, accurate » intelligence may be provided,

(6) Faragraph 10, f. and g. CONCIR.
\7) Paragraph 10, h.

(1) No interpreters were available due to a shortage of
personnel at in~country units,

(2) Screening and evaluating captured intelligence
material and documents is not considered appropriate at an engaged
tagtical unit's poeition, SOP requires that captured materials be
forwarded immediately to SLF Headquarters for screening, evaluating,
and dispoaitiono Priscner interrogation at the capturing unit level
ahould be limited to immediate tactical information., POW's should then
be forwarded to a headquarters which has the time, personnel, and
facilities for interrogation.

{3) CONCUR,
(4) The employment of FRU's has been successful in

mevioys opsrations, Future requests for employment of PRU's will be
based on their ability to provide the intelligence required,

1 ENCLOSURE (1) _
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b, HMM 165

¥
(1) Paragraph 2, a, and Paragraph 3, a, (Enclosure {2))

It is recognized that such a procedure is not desirable and should be
avoided, However, the decision to change D-Day from the 24th to the
23rd of Jamary was based on the request of CG IIT MAF to execute the
amphibious operation immediatdly., This message was received at 231021H{
To allow maximum time for planning and preparation, H-Hour was confirmed
at 18C0H, To minimize inherent dangers the helo assault began before
dark and the LZ was changed to LZ ROBIN, a secure zone, with a secure
approach from the sea in the 1lst AaTrac Battalien compound,

(2) Paragraph 3. b, This problem has been resolved abaard
ship, Every precaution will be taken to preclude its recurrencs,

{3) Paragraph 4. a, CONCUR.
(4) Paragraph 4. b, Greater .f%ilization of aircraft in
combining missions has alwayz been the guiding principle in SIF flight

operations. Incorporation of medevac and resupply/admin missions is ‘
ncw J0P, ' .
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Commander
Commending General, Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade

Command Chronology for the period 4-31 March 1968,
(a) MCO 5750.2

(b) FMFPACO 5750.8

(e¢) BRIGO 5750.le

(1) Special Landing Force (IG 79.5) Command Chronology

1, In accordance with references {(a) through (¢), the Command Chronology
for Special Landing Force Bravo (IG 79.5) is submitted as enclosure (1),

G

W. A, BUTCHER
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1, DESIGNATION

Special Landing Force

BLT 3/1
HMM 164

NONE
2., LOCATION

14—“3%1‘68
L=31Mar68
L=l 6Mar6s
15-31Marég
L=15Marés
14=31Mar68

3., STAFF CFFICERS
Executive Officer
S=1
S=2
Asst 5=2/A0
5=3
Asst S-3/Air Officer
Asst 53
Asst S-3/FSC

A0/Asst 53
Sy

CommO

RAET I

CRGANIZATIONAL DATA
 GoMMANDER

Col W. A. BUTCHER

SUBORDINATE UNITS

LtCol M. MCQUOWN
LtCol R. F. RICK

ATTACHED UNTTS

USS VALIEY FORGE (LPH 8)
USS VANCOUVER {(LFD 2)

USS WHETSTONE (LSD 27)

USS THOMASTON (ISD 28)

USS WHITFIELD CTY (LST 1169)
USS TERRELL CTY (IST 1157)

LtCol R. A. MASON
Capt M. PALLO JR.
Maj W. B. MAYBERRY
1stlt R. T. WALIACE
LtCol R. D. ALEXANDER
Maj C. F. MOSER

Maj J. P. SHEEHAN
Maj E. P. RICHTER
Capt J. D. BERGER
Capt J. H. STRASSER
Maj J. F. SHOVAR

Maj J. R. CATON

Maj D. W. ANDREWS

2

DATES

4=31Marbg

h=31Marb8
L=31IMarbs

L,-31Marés
L~31Marég
L=31Marbs
4~31Mar68
L-31Marés
L, =31Marés
L~31Mar 68
L~26Marés
26=31Marég
he31Marés
L-26Marés
26=31Marés
431 Marés
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AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

SLF Staff USMC Off = 12 USMC Enl - 44 UN Off = O USN Enl = ©

BLT 3/1 57
HMM 164 L5

L47
192

8
1

90
3
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During the reparting period, the SLF/ARG remained in support of landing
force elements ashoreé, woviding helicopters for medevac, administrative,
and logistic flights. The landing force ashare, under the operational
control of Third Marines, was initially engaged north of the CUA VIET
in support of Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE. On 5 March the Third Battalion,
1st Marines Reinforced was helo -lifted to the wvicinity of CAMP CARROLL
and commenced participation in Operation LANCASTER II by providing security
for CAMP CARROLL, CA LU, and Route Nine, The remaining elements of BLT
3/1 (Artillery batteries, tamk, ontos, and LVT platoons) remained in the
vicinity of the CUA VIET under OPCON Third Marines (Operation NAPOLEON/
SALINE)}, On 15 March tre 107mm Mortar Battery was helo~lifted to CAMP
CARROLL under OPCON of 3/l and commenced participation in Operation
LANCASTER I1. The SLF established liaison teams with Company D, 3d MedBn
DONG HA and with the Fourth Marines at CAMP CARRCLL. The liaison team -
with the Third Marines was returned to the LPH upon movement of the Third
Battalion First Marines to CAMP CARROLL.,

During the period 14-~16 March, the ARG/SLF exchanged shipping at DANANG.
USS THCMASTON (ISD 28) replaced the USS WHETSTONE {ISD 29), and the USS
TERRELL CTY (LST 1157) replaced the USS WHITFIELD CTY (LST 1169).

On the 20th of March the Commanding General, Ninth Marire Amphibious
Brigade (CTF 79) visited elements of the Landing Force ashore in the
vicinity of CAMP CARROLL and the CUA VIET. In a formal ceremony aboard the
USS VALIEY FORGE (LPH 8) he presented decorations to members of the Special
Landing Force, -

The Commander, Special Landing Force Bravo conducted liaison trips
to all major commands in I Corps and discussed futwre SLF employment with
IIT MAF, On the 2ist of March he awarded battlefield promotions to
members of BLT 3/1 while visiting their locations near CAMP CARROLL.

During the period 16-31 March the SLF provided augmentation aircraft
to MAG 36A at QUANG TRI for suppart of the Third Marine Division. Four
CH=L6A's were provided on a daily basis, with additiomal airecraft
available if needed. This support was provided daily durding the period
except when poor weather or operational commitments precluded their
availability. This occurred on only three days during the reporting period.

On 26 March the nickname BADGER CATCH II was assigned by COMSEVENTHFLT
to the current supporting operations of the SLF/ARG,

3 SECRET-NOFORN
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T The ARG/SI.E‘ Bra.vo rémaine Sport rhe Landlng Force

L-5Mar upD.
. a.shor’e,9 pa,rt::.c:.pating J.n Ope ﬁon NAPOIEON/SALINE. .
SMar SLF Bravo provided helo support for the exchange of elanents

;of BLT 3/1 on the north bank of the CUA VIET with the
elements of BLT 2/4 in the vicinity of CAMP CARROLL.

6=31Mar = The "ARG/SLF ‘Bravo remalnedT:Ln support of the landlng force

ashore, marticipating in Cfrer _,ion IAﬁCAS‘IER II/BA.DGER CATCH II
and NAPOLEON/SALINE. -

" A 'er T LR it
EMar Casualty’ reporting assumed by SLF Pravo from Thr:.d Marine
- -Division, - . I —
“Ref: OTG 79,5 C60320Z MAR6S -
One CH-46 from HMM 164 while on a maintenance test flight
- experlenced engine fa;x.lure and landed at sea., One crewmn
‘was hot recovered, '
Ref 3 HMM 164 O60810Z MARGS
SLF Bravo requested the sunken helo be lécafed and
inspected to disclose the cause of englne j.’au.lu;z"ee
Ref:; CIG 79.5 0610L0Z MARGE

8Mar CTG 7Y.5 conducted a lidison visit to CG FMAW and III MAF,

1Mar CTG 79.3 visited CIG 7Y.5 aboard the USS VALLEY FORGE.
CTG 7Y.4 visited CTG 7v.5 aboard the USS VALIEY FORGE.

11Mar CTG 79,5 conducted a liaison visit to'III MAF and Force
Logistic Command.

12Mar CTG 79.5 conducted a liaison visit to CTG 79.4,

1h=15Mar CTG 79,5 conducted a liaison visit to III MAF,

15Mar SLF Bravo provided helo support to off-load HMM 363

from the U3S IWO JIMA.
SLF Bravo provided helo support for the exchange of Martar
Battery 2/11 at 'MAI XA THI (YD 280670),with the Mortar Battery
at CAMP CARRCOLL,

15=31kMar SLF Bravo provided augmentation aircraft on a daily basis
to MAG 364 at QUANG TRI,
Ref: CTG 79.5 1512257 MAR6S

16Mar CIG 79.5 and CIG 76.5 conducted a liaison visit to III MAF,
1yMar CTG 79,5 and CIG 76.5 conducted a liaison visii to CTF 79

' and CTF 76 aboard the USS ESTES.
20Mayx CIG 79,5 accompanied CTF 7Y on visits to Third Marine Division,

Lth Marines, 3rd Marines, BLT 3/1 and BLT 2/4, CTF 79 while
on beard USS VALLEY FCRGE awarded decorations to members of

IG 79.5,
21Mar CTG 79.5 awarded battlefield promotions to members of BLT 3/ 1
in the vicinity of CAMP GARROLL,
5 ' SECRET=NCFCRN
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23Var SIF Bravg provided helo su_pport bo lift M/3/1 from CA LU
to the vgcn.mty &F CAMP CARROLL.

... USS IMPERVIOUS found sunken helo after a five day search,
<~ Refy USS DOIERVIOW 230,007 Miles toT

2iMar == 0rG 48,5 and OTG 76,5 conducted a liaison visit to III MAF to
S e ".“dJ.SCU.SB futuré ARG/SLF employment.
25May ~ - o+ OTG 79,5 conducted a 1ialson visit to IIT HA,F and
. Fardd’ Logistic Command, e
20ar ... Nickrame BADGER CATCH II assmgned for current supporting

""" operations of: _ARGZ 3L

Refs COMSEVENTHFLT 2607002 MRS
CTG 79.5 conductefl a 1:|.aison v:Ls:Lt to 'l‘h:u:‘d ﬁ'a.rlne D:.v:.s:.on

JEmTEe s

A% - Rear,
27Mar CTG 79.5, a.ccompanied by G-l N:Lnth MAB, ‘madée Iiaison visits
to CG Third Marine Division, CO 4th Ma.rlnes, ‘and CO BLT 3/1.
28Mar ) - CIG 79.k conducted a liaison visit to CTG 79.5.
2YyMar . " CIG 79.5 conducted a liaison visit to CO Third Marines.
31Mar SLF Bravo provided helo support"to 1ift K/3/1, M/3/1 and
Command Group from the v:.clnlty ‘of CAMP CARROLL to YD
uo- 45515, -

<= CIG 79,5 conofucted a liaison visit to Deputy CG Provisional
Corps VIETNAM a.nd Task Force XRAI.

R 108!

-
votd

o4

g2
Tadil RS
Bl
Taf o
B 42 T
SECRET=NOFCRN
- 2 ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED



SECRET-NCFORN

Appendix 1v

App_endix 2v
Appendix 3~

;};ﬁf‘g’ Appendix L+
yp}'i’\)
L Appendix 5v

DECLASSIFIED

PART IV

CHRONOLOGY CF SUBCRDINATE COMMANDS
AND_SUPFORTING DOCUMENTS

1_CTG 79,5 060320% MAR6S

2 HMM 164 060810Z MAR6S

3 CTG 79.5 061OL0Z MARGS

4 CTG 79,5 151225Z MAR6GS

< USS IMPERVIOUS 2305002 MARGS
‘& COMSEVENTHFLT 2607007 MARGS

SPOT REP(RTS
ZL_CTG 79,5 280225Z MAR6S
<2 _CTG 79.5 301133Z MARSS
& CTIG 79.5 3113197 MARGS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
4 CTG 79,5 090307Z MARGS
A CTG 79.5 260551Z MARGS
2 0TG 79.5 311157Z MARGS

Comand Chronology, BIE 34 7o 5T wiss
L/ as, ardieh Careilfzics '

sknnd SAUEy A3 dhn - Sren]

Pty T . .@ " ‘ f"
Commard Chronology, HMM 16k .- -7 Ny 4
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M USS IMPERVIOUS el
T0 RUYEDAE/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE— YN
RUMNVHE /CTG ONE ONE F)VE PT ONE Nz

iNFO RUMNVHD /CTF OHNE ONE FIVE
ZEN/COMINEDIV SEVEN ONE
BT

CONFIDENTTIAL
%RCH SITREP NR 1! 2393327 |

. MY 2301352 MAR SR
. f5K RINGO! CONTACT C-9 REF A IS DOWYED HELQ,

. "%« DIVERS HAVE "ADE ONE DIVE AND OBTAINED SOME OF RORD
» 't INF BUT RQF ONE MORE DIVE TO COMPLETE MISSION, ANTICIPATED
‘ ARQUT 23757923, .
3. HAVE SIX ADDITIONAL BUCYS TO RECOVER, UNODIR WILL FECOVER DaN
RUOYS, MAKE THE RGRD DIVE, UNREP FROM TOLOVANA, THEN PATROL
THIS AREA, EXPECT SOME DAN BUOYS WILL HMAVE TO BE RECOVERED
AFTER UNREP, WILL RETURN DIVERS DANANG FIRST LIGHT 24 MAR,
4. NEXT AND FINAL SITREP COMLETION DIVING OPS aND RUDY RECOVERY,
P-4
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ALFEI 2 NYCKNﬁMH FCR CURRENT SUPPIRTING
20 RTTe K B RPT FRATRESS sTHACx 179, '

fi.f {LRGSLF BRAVDY: NICKMAWE FOR CURREHNT

)P W#‘&F“ CATCH 11 RPY BaDGER CATCH 11,

FE, biuf REPORTS WILL BE SUEMITTED 1IN

VLU0 IEPCORT INFCRMATION OF IMMEDIATE

[k T”rPAI{JNS EY DESIZNATED NICKNAMES,
Do LLETR TG 3D CONDUCTED iAW ANNEY

FERVALS:
q YEAR RITERVS
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PP RUMMW.AA FUWHAW A JMHNA RUNHVP
DE RUYECL. T 527 @884225
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P 288225 47 68 ZYO RUYE \o& e x('\\%’\\\\q“‘”‘\\\
FM CTIG & .~ % %INE PT FIVE .

TC RUMMW 12 =G IIT MAF —_—

FUWHAY /O 53T Maw -

INFC RUm ins “"V PHU BAal
RUMHVP/C 3 i AarRDIV

TF T ENRT I AL

Ul REFFY
A, HMM 1=¢
Be 2712474 MaR 6%
Ce YD 1233543 -’ )
Do CH als J1 LIaISON MISSION FLYLUG AT 13® KNCT3S AT 1@ FEET
RECEIVED . %7 SMALL aRMS FIRY, SUSTAINED ONE KIT IN THE APP
WMPART M 7\ | TAIL OF AIRCRAFT., SERIAL NUMRER OF AIRCRAFT

58933, < 7RE CAME FROM VILLAGEZ VIC AR30VE CO0RDS. 40 CASUALTIES.
o CONT =i MISSION, NO SUPPILSSIVE FIRI BY AIRCRaAFT,
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f ) RUYSUAK RUAUBUL RUABGL RUAUDB PUMFKRP
RUYSUAE 242 2692327
‘“ZNR uuuy
R 2923877 MAR S8 ZYO RUYS - /// -
M CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE 70(?&'42’//;2 ’/6#//% 7/
TO RUYSUAK/USS IWO JIMA Ly
INFO RUAUBUL /COMSEVENTHFLT _:5,:? :
RUMFKRP/CTF SEVEN SIX . i

RUABQL/CTF SEVEN NINE

RUYSHUAK/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR

‘ZEN/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE

RUAUDBAMAG ONE FIVE

ZEN/HNM ONE SIX FOUR

BT

UNCLAS
SAR OPERATIONS BY USS IwO JIMA ¢}

1o ON 6 MAR A CH-45 HELO FROM MMM 154 MADT A FORCED LANDING AT
SEA. ONLY Tw0O MINUTES TLAPSED FROM THT TIMF THT A/C HIT THT WATER
sYNTIL THE Iw0 JIMA HELO WAS OVER THE SCENE OF THT INCIDINT. AS
“ATRESULT TWO PILOTS AND ONT CREW MTMETR WSRT SAVED, THIS OUTSTANNING
DISPLAY OF READINESS AND PROFESSICNALISM IS AN RXCELLFNT EXAMPLT
‘OF THE CAN DO SPIRIT OF THE IwW0,

2, A HEARTY WELL DONE AND OUR SINCERE THANKS.
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RUARRL /CG HINTH MAB
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ZERACTG SEYEY 334 2T FIVE
RY
UNCLAS E
b TS 5 FLY P PReCIRYIVE GF THE GUTSTANDING SuPPLa™
RENDERRD v &y THPERVIGUS AND ASSIGHYD DIVERS i# LOCATING THE
SUNKE AL TT-7, THE WORK YOU MAVE DONE WILL ASSIST IMNMEASURAER:.Y
T DEVERMINING THE CAUSE OF THE ACCIDENT A#D WiLL THEREFORE
- PATER IALLY CONTRIBUTE 70 THE FUTH ERANLF UF &VIATION SAFETY,
THE SUCRESS OF THIZ MISSION, UNDER ADVERGE szv UMSTANCES, 15 The
BVI0HS RESULT O0F QUTSTAND ING PROFESSIONAL . DOCGEED ry“fMINﬁI:“
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RR RUABGL RUMFKXRP RUMHAW
DE RUYEUAE {76 2911157 /

ZNY EEEEE o) S 38 1S E Y
R 3111572 MAR 68 ZYO RUYE ~¢fvf} 2 e el
M1 CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE—

.TO ZEN/HMM ONE SIX FOUR—
INFO RUABAL /CG NINTH MAB

RUMFKRP /CTF SEVEN SIX < -3 men

ZEN/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE .

RUMHAW /MAG ONE FIVE .

B

INCLAS E F T 0

HELO SUPPORT

l. FOLLOWING MSG RECEIVED FROM COMWANDING OFFICER FOURTH MARINES

FOLLOWING TROOP LIFT OF BLT'S 3/1 AND. 3/9 ON 3 INARCH

QUOTE. APFRECIATE OUTSTANDING HELICGPTER SUPPORT ON SHORT NOTICE.

A MOST PROFESSIONAL JOB. WELL DONE 70 ALL CONCERMED. UNQUOTE,
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HEADQUARTERS
Task Group 79.5 (TG 79.5) .
FPO San Francisco 96602
3/JHS/rs
5750
Ser: 0017-68
8 May 1968 .

SECRET-NOFCREN (Downgraded to Unclassified upon Removal of Enclosure an

Froms Commandsr
Tog Gommanding General, Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade

Subj: Commard Chronology for the period 1 to 30 April 1968.
Ref: {a} MCO 5750.2

ib) FMFPACO 5750.8

{¢) BRIGO 5750.le

Bnole

.}“a

)} Special Landing Force Brave (IG 79.5) Command Chronology

1. In accordance with references (a),(b), and (¢}, Enclosure (1) is
submitted herewith.

W. A. BUTCHER

SECRET-NOFCRN
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HEADQUARTERS
Task Group 79.5 (TG 79.5)
FPO San Franciseco 96602
COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1. to 30 April 1968
INDEX
PART I OHGANIZATIONAL DATA
PART II NARRATIVE SUMMARY
PART IIT SEQUENTIAL LISTING COF
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
PART IV SUPPCRTING DOCUMENTS
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTHRVALS; “ENCLOSURE (1)
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 1 < SECHET-NOF RN

DECLASSIFIED



SECRET=NOF ORN

Lo DESIGNATION
Special Landing Force
Bravs (CTC 79.5)

BLT 3/1
HMM 164

2. LOGATION
1-30Aprés
1308 pré8
1-30hprdd
1=3CAprés

3, OTAFP CFFICERS
EBxeocubive Cificer

hsst S<2/A0.
Asgt 5-3/Bir Officer
Aast 5.3

Asst 3-3/FSC
LQ/Asst 5«3
Sy

CommO

DECLASSIFIED

PART I
CRGANIZATTONAL DATA

COMMANDER 'DATES.

Col W. A. BUTCHER 1-~3CAprés

SUBORDINATE UNITS

LtCol M. MCQUOWN 1-30Aprés

LtCol K. F. HICK 1--304pré8
ATTACHFD UNITS

NONE

US3 VALIEY FORGE (LPH 8)

35 VANCOUVER (LFD 2)

USS THOMASTON (LSD 28)

USS TERRELL COUNTY (L3T 1157)

LtCol K. A, MASON 1-30Aprés
Capt M. PALLO JR. 1~30Apré8
Maj W. B. MAYEERRY 1=254 68
1stlt R. T. WALIACE 26-30Aprbs
letLt R. T. WALLACE 1-254pr68
LtCol R. D. ALEXANDER 1-304pré8
Maj C. F. MOSER 1-30Apr68
Maj J. P. SHEEHAN 1-12Aprés
Maj J. R. W. COCHRAN 28-304prbe
Capt J. D. BERGER 1-3CAprés
Capt J. H. STRASSER 1-30Apr68
Maj J. R. CATON 1-30Aprés
Maj D, W. ANDREWS 1-304pré8

ho AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

OFF
3LF STAFP 12
BLT 3/1 45
HMM 164, 45

USHE USN
ENL CFF ENL
L8 ¢ 0
1194 8 55
196 1 3

5, FERSOMNEL ACTIONS (SIF Staff)

USMG ENL - Joined
Transferred
Promoted

I
L
Sgt -3, Cpl~h, LCPL-1
ENCLOSIRE (1)
2 SECRET=NCFORN
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SECRET=-NCFURN
PART II_
NARRATIVE SUMMARY
p'“mé‘l Landing Force (SLF) Bravo part:.clpated in Operation BADGER
CATCH II in the Republic of VIETNAM and conducted HEHAB/UPKEEP of

.L nding foree equipment at SUBIC BAY, Republic of the PHILIPPINES during
the periocd.

Parilmlpatlon in Operation BADGER CATCH II entailed providing heli-
copters for medevac, administrative, and legistic support for '
ba’tt,-l.mn Landing Team 3/1 during 1-15 April 1968,

ILiaison teams were maintained with Company D, 3d MedBn at DONG HA
and with the Fourth Marine Kegiment at CAMP CARROLL. These teams kept
the 3LF informed of the tactical developments ashore and the require-
manbe for medevas hellcopber support.

FMM 164, on board the USS VALLEY FORGE; provided helicopter
suppert until 13 April when they debarked ashore to PHU BAI Airfield,
Debarkation was completed on 1h April and OPCON passed to the First
Marine Air Wing effective 141600H APROS,

Four CH-46s were provided daily to MAG 36A& at QUANG TRI, with add«
itional aireraft available if required during the period 1-11 April.

Battalion Landing Team 3/1L (BLT 3/1) operating in the vicinity of
CAMP CARROLL urder OPCON of the Fourth Marine Regiment participated in
Operation LANCASTER II. On 2 April K/3/1 and M/3/1 were transferred
to OPGON Ninth Marines for mrticipation in Operation KENTUCKY
together with L/3/1 which had commenced participation in Operation
KENTUCKY during March. These units were returned to OPCON of the Fourth
Karine Regiment and resumed participation in Operation LANCASTER II on 9
bpril, On 12 April BLT 3/1 commenced participation in Operation
GHARLTOW conducting search and destroy operations, Thie operation
was still in progress upon the departure of the SLF for SUBIC BAY.

The 10%mm Howibzer Artillery Battery; Tank Platoon, Ontos Platooun,
and LVT Platoon participated in Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE urder the
OPCCH of the Third Marine Regiment; during the entire reporting period.

BLT 3/1 (REAR) displaced ashore to DONG HA upon commencement of
preparations for the SLF's departure for SUBIC BAY. Casuwaliy reparting
and medevac responsibilities for BLT 3/1 were assumed by the Third Marine
Division.

Operation BADGER CATCH II terminated 150C0LH April 1968, and the
SLF /ARG Brawvo departed for SUBIC BAY. SLF Bravoe conducted HLI-&&B/UPKEEP
Gpcrmlonm on BLT 3/1 equipment and vehicles until 26 April when the
3LF /ARG Bravo departed SUBIC BAY for RVN,

3 ENCLOSURE (1)
SECRET-NOF (RN
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Upon arrivel off the coast of RVN on the morning of 28 April, HMM .
164 embarked aboard the USS VALLEY FCRGE and OPCON of HMM 164 was

assumed by OTG 79.5 effective 2808CCH April 1968, BADGER CATCH III

commenced upon the arvival of the SLF/ARG Bravo off the coast of RVN,

BLT 3/1 (REAR) embarked aboard ARG shipping, and casualty reporiing
and m%mrm responsibility were resumed by SLE Brave effective 3CLROUDH
April 1968, Idaison teams were re-established at DONG HA and CaMP CARROLL.
Operations in support of the landing force eléments ashore were resumed
by SIF Bravo on 29 April and contlnued through the end of the reporting
period.

ENCLOSURE (1)
4 SECRET-HOFCRN
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PART_III

SEQUENTTAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1hpr CTG 79,5 made liaison wisits to the CO, 4th Marines ard
€O, BLT 3/%.

1=15hpw SLF Bravo participated in Operation BADGER CATCH II.,

A-Llhpe SLF Bravo provided augmentation A/C on a daily basis to MAG
364 at QUANG TRI.

Shpr CTG 79.5 conducted liaison visit to III MAF.

Shpr CIG 79.% conducted inepection tour of SLF personnel,
equipment, and vehicles aboard USS THOMASTON (LSD 28},

Bhpr SILF Bravo provided helo-support for 1ift of I/3/1 from
(YD 1465183} teo LZ EAGLE (CAMP CARROLL).

T-Ghpr OTG 99,5 attended planning conference at III MAF on

future SLF Operations.
Refe CG IXI MAF 0506327 APRAS

S CTG 79.5 conducted liaison visit to Third Marine Division,
124pr BLT 3/1 (BEAR) displaced ashore to DONG HA, Casualty

reporting and medevac responeibility transferred to Third
Marine Division,

Ref: CTG 79.5 111025Z APR&S

CTG 79.% condusted lialzon visii to First MAW,

HMM 164 debarked ashore to PHU BAI. OPCON passed to
Piret MAW.

et TIT MAF 1314527 APHG8

CTG 79.5 1L11000 APRGE

15hpr Operation BADGER CATCH II terminated,
Ref: ADMINO COMIEVENTHFLT 11013547 APRGS

15<164pr ARZ/SIF Brave enroute to SUBIC BAY, R. P.

17-264p SLF Bravo underwent REHAB/UPKEEP period in SUBIC BAY, R. P,
Ref: CTG 79.5 1012592 APRSES

ZRwR38pr Chief of Staff, TF 79, conducted liaison visit with CIG 79.5.

26284 pr ARG/SLF Bravo enroute to RVN,

28hpr MMM 164, embarked aboard VALLEY FCRGE, OPCON resumed by

CTG 79.3.
Ref: CTIG 79.5 2501152 APR6E
CG IJI MAF 2702287 APRAS
CTG 79.5 corducted liaison visit to III MAF.
Operation BADGER CATCH III commenced,

Ref: CTF 76 2804207 APR6S

ENCLOSURE (1)
5 SECRET..NCFCRN
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FApr

29-30Apr
30Apr

DECLASSIFIED
® o ®

CIG 79,5 conducted liaison visits to CIG 79.4; Third Marime
Division, Fourth Marines, and BLT 3/1,

BLT 3/1 (REAR} backloaded to ARG shipping.

Casualty reporting and medevac responsibility resured

by CIG 79.5.

Refs CIG 79.5 2908L5Z-ATR6S

CTG 79,5 conducted liaison visit to III MAF, lst MAW, and
SIF Bravo elements at BRIDGE RAMP (DANANG),

ENCLOSURE (1)
6 SECRET~NCFORN
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PART IV

CHREONCLOGY CF SUBORDINATE COMMANDS
AND SUPPCRTING DOCUMENTS

Appendix 1 v _: CG IIT MAF 0506322 APRéS
2 OTG 79,5 LLLO025Z AFR68

7_CIG 79.5 2501152 APR68
7 0 TIT MAP 270228Z APRGG
7 _OTF 76 2804207 APRGE
& CTG 79.5 2908152 AFRGS

fw)

Appendix /SPOT REPCRTS

_OTG 79.5 111L0SE APRGS

| App@ﬂi}},_, k] . Ggmmm% Chrenclogy, BLT 3/1.

Cooee | Appendix & ~  Gompand Chronol
MR
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00 RUMMWAA RUMHAW RUYBEBUL RUABGL Rnagps R UMK VP

DE RUMFUAE 813 1168115 ,

ZNY 3835S N

D 2841152 APR &8 ZYO RUNF

F g;e SEYEN NINE PT FIVE T°f97/1f“”’? T v em ermrw

TO RUMAWAA/CG 111 MAF B3 COFY . CF,_ . LOPT
RUMHAW /MM ONE SIX FOUR :

INFO RUYRBUL /COMSEVENTHFLT ' f

g?j‘:ggﬁ :;Eg g%’;?ﬁ ggg @M NUTs: DAY Dl GROUP BUIMG SRRVISSD. Clar C.ni
ZEN/GCTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE COPY 26 £OLLO4,

RiMHAW/MAG THREE SIX
RUAIDR /MAG ONE FIVE
ZEN/:IS3 VALLEY FORGE
RUMHVP/BLT THREE SLANT ONE

S ECRET VT
BACKLOAD OF HiMM OGNE SIX FOUR (Ud
A, CG [1I MAF 9S1412Z APR 68

1, FOR GG III MAF., ARG/SLF BRAVD WiLL AFRIVE OFF PHU Bal a¥ ABOUT
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HEADQUARTERS
Task Group 79.5 (TG 79.5)
FPO San Francisco 96602
. 3/dHS/re:

Ser: 0020-68
15 June 1968

SECRET-NOFORY ( Downgraded to Unclassified upon removal of Enclosure (1))

From: Commander '
Tos Commanding General, Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade

Subj: Command Chronolegy lor the period 1-31 Hay 1968.
Refs {a) GO 575C.2
(b} FMFPACO 5750.8
(¢) BRIGO 5750.1E
Enels (1) Special Landing Force Bravo (TG 79.5} Command Chronology.

1. In accordance with references (a), (b), amd (c), Enclosure (1) is
submitted herewlith,
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FPO San Francisco 946602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 to 31 May 1y68

IMNDEX
PART I CRGANIZATICHRAL DATA
PART 1I NARRATIVE SUMMARY

PART ITX SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF
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FART IV SUPFCRTING DOCUMENTS
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1. DESIGBATION

Special Landing
Porce Eravo

BLT 3/1
WM 164

2, LOCATICN
1=~31Maybs
1-31Hisy68
1-31Kayes
1-13May68
13=31kay6s

3, OSTAPF OFFICERS

DECLASSIFIED

Exeeutive Officer

Sl
S
5=3
Asst 33

Asst Sw3/Air Officer

Asst S-3/F5C
AC/Asst 33
Seely

ComnmQ

PART I
GRGMZ&TIOHAL DATA
COMMANDER ' DATES
Col W. A. PUTCHER T-31 May 1968

SUBCRDINATE UNITS
LtCol M. MCQUOWN 1-31 May 1968
LtCcl R. F. RICK 1=31 May 1968

ATTACHED UKITS

NCHE

USS VALLEY FOHGE (LFPH-8)

USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2)

USS THOMASTON (LSD=R8)

US55 TERKELL COUKNTY (LST=1157)
U535 WASHBURN (AKA-108)

h. AVERAGE MONTHLY STHENGTH

CRP
SLF STAFF 11
BLT 3/1 5
HMM 164 43

5, EERSONNEL ACTIONS

126

USMC ENL -~ Joined

Transferred &

Promoted

LtCol R. A, MASON 1=~31May68
Capt M. PALLO JR. 1-31May68
istlt R, T. WALIACE 1-31Mayb8
Maj J. R. W, COCHRAN 1=31Mayb8
Mej C. F. MOGER 1-31May68
Capt G. D. BERGER 1-31Kay68
Capt J. H. STEASSER 1-31Maybe
Mﬂj Jw R«q CATON 1“31111&3?68
Maj D. W. ANDREWS 1-31Hayte
USH
EHL OBF ENL
L7 0 0
8 83

158 -1 3
(3LF Staff)
2
1l to Cpl
k to ICpL

2 ENCLOSURE (1}

SECRET=NCFCREN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECKET-NOFCRN .

Enlisted 2 Career SRCOs
Extension 1 Career SNCO

3 ENCLOSURE (1) I
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SECHET =NCF QRN
PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During the reporting pericd, SILF BRAVQ participated in Operation BADGER
CATCH III, an operation in suppert of landing force elements ashore in QUANG
TRI Frovince, Republic of VIEINAM.

Liaison teams were maintained with Company D, 3rd MedBn at DONG HA and
with the Fourth Maripe Begiment at CAMP CARRQOLL., These teams kept the SLF
informed of tactical developments ashore and the requirements for medevac
helicopter suppart,

HMM 164, operating from the USS VALLEY FORGE, provided helicopters for
medevac, administrative, and logistics suppart of landing force elements
ashore, During the period 1-5 May, helicopter support was provided to
CTG 79.4 for medevac and logistic flights. In addition helicopters were
provided to support scheduled requirements of First Marine Air Wing, on a
daily basis from 5 May wntil the end of the reporting pericd, During the month
carrier qualification and refresher training was conducted on the USS VALLEY

F(RGE, USS VANCOUVER, and USS THOMASTON.

BLT 3/1 operating in the vicinity of Ci LU under OPCON of the Fourth
_.«arine Hegiment participated in Operation IANCASTER II providing security
for Route 9 in their operating area, On the 8th of May, in response to a
request from CG, Third Marine D1v131on i1st Platoon, Company A; lst Motor
Transport Bat ballon was debarked at GUA VIET and OPCON passed to Third Marire
Division.

G Battery, 1st Battalion, 1lth Marines was under the operational control
of the 12th Marines during the entire period, and the 3rd Platcon, Company
uGh, 1st Tank Battalimg; 4th Platoon, Company "BY, lst Amphibious Tractor
Battalion were under the operational control of the Third Marines. These units
participated in Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE from 1 through 31 May 1968.

The Commander SLF ERAVC conducted liaison trips to major commands in I
Corps discussing SIF employment and helicopber support and availability, CTG
79.5 and staff planners attended a conference at III MAF on ubtilization of
helicopter assets on 11 May 1968. On the 12th of May, staff planners attended
a conference at FMiW on procedures for employment of SLF BRAVO helicopters,
During the month, plarning commenced on the future exchange of HMMs and BLTs
in June, and the subsequent modified REHAE and training pericd at SUBIC BAY.
A training program was developed and promulgated. Training requirements,
facilities, naval gunfire, air, training ammunition, and communication
frequencies were requested. Liaison was effected with HMM 265 and BLT 247,

) During the pericd 12-13 May the ARG/SLF exchanged shipping at DANANG. The
33 WASHBURN (AEA 108) replaced the US3 TERRELL COUNTY (LST 1157).

& ENCLOSWRE (1)
SECRET-NOFCRN
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Lllay

liMay

18¥ay

DECLASSIFIED

PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICAMI EVENIS

SLF BRAVO participated in Operation BADGER CAICH III.

SIF BRAVO provided helicopber support to CIG 79.4 for
logistic and medevac missions,

SIF BRAVQ launched A/C to assist in SAR operations of downed
CH~53. '

CTG 79,5 conducted lisison visit with CTG 79.4 and Third
Marine Divisio,.

CIG 79.5 conducted liadson visit with CTG 79.4.

CTG 79.5 conducted liaison visit with BLT 3/1, Third Marines,
and Fourth Marines,

SLF BRAVO provided augmentation &/C in support of First
Marire Air Wing, as requested and available on & daily basis,

OTG 79.5 conducted liaison visit with 0G0 FMAW and III MAF.

CTG 79.5 conducted liaison wisit with CO BLT 3/1 and CG Third
MarDiv.
At 081v0SH OPCON of 1stPlat, Co A, 1lst MI Bn was passed to
€G Third MarDiv,
Ref: CIG 79.5 08123CZ MAY6E
CTG 79.5 and copnigant staff attended conference at II1 MAF on
utilization of helicopter assats,
Ref: CG III MAF OvO9L2Z MAY6R
CG III MAF 11CCL5Z MAY6S

TG 79.5 staffl plammers attended conference at Pirst MAW on
precedures for employment of SLF BRAVC helicopters,
Ref: CTG 79.5 1215352 MAY68

BGen HILL (Asst First MAW Cmir) visited CTG 79.5, CTG 76.5,
and VALF(R for orientabion and briefing,

At 18CCH CH-46 BUNC 151919 lost engine and made forced landing
vic XDE66LL5, Crew reccvered w/o injury,

Hef: CTG 79.5 1313152 MAYES

CIF 79, while on a tour of TE' 79 units, wisited BLT 3/l with
CTG 79.5, amd attended a conference on voard US3 VALL#Y FOLGE,
Salvage opsrations corducted on CH-46 BUNO 151919,

VAdm SMITH, prospective CCMPHIBFAG, was briefed by CIG 79.5
and staff, CIG 79.5 accompanied VAdm SMITH on tour of ARG
shipping and demonstration lift by CH-46 from HMM 164
aboard USS CLEVELAND,.

5 ENCLOSWIRE (1)
SECHET=NCF (RN
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<llay

23Kay
25=2THay

Z5May

27 ¥ay
29May

31May

Movement order for exchange of HMM 164 and HMM 265 published,

Refl:

DECLASSIFIED

CTG 79.5 211109Z MAY6E.

CTG 79.5 conducted liaison visit to III MAF,

C/3 YTH MABR made liaison visit to CTG 79.5.
G/S and Asst C/S G=ly Sth MAB mde liaison visit to CIG 79.5.

At 1822H CH-46 BUNC 150933 lcet one engirne and hovered on
surface of water far 18 minutes while pax, crew amd cargo were
evacuated. Attempts to 1ift AfC were unsuccessful and A/C

was abandoned at sea vie 16~55,5N/107-27.3E.

Ref:

CTG 79.5 conducted liaison visit to First MarDiv and Pirst

MAW,

HMM 164 2518102 MAY6S

SLF BRAVO provided 2 CHeh6s for emergency medevac 1ift
from U3S REP(SE to U35 SAKCTUAEY,

CTG 79,5 and staff plarrers attended conference ab First
MarDiv,

Ref:

CG III MAF 290308z MAYGR

DECLASSIFIED
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Appendix 1

Appendix 2

Apperdix 3

Appendix &4

{

1 Apperdix 5

| Appendix 6
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BRT IV

CHRONOLCGY. CF SUDORDINATE COMMANDS

AND SUPPCETING DOCUMENTS.

¢+ CTG 79.5 081230Z HAY6S

=+ CG TII MAF (Y0yh2Z MAY6S
#+CG III MAF 110015Z MAY68

o+ CIG 79.5 1215352 MAY6S
2+ CTG 79.5 1313152 MAY68
-+ CTG 79.5 L41400Z MAY68
7+ CTG 79.5 21110Z MAY68
HMM 164 2518107 MAY68

< ADMING III KAF 2903082 MAYAS

FIRE INCIDENTS
i CTG 79,5 O6UR36Z FAY6E
CIG 79.5 Q71250Z MAY6E
CTG 79.5 120C15Z MAY6S
- CTG 79.5 1502207 MAYSES
CTIG 79.5 15034L0C MAYES
79.5 2004382 MAYSE
79.5 2100122 MAYE
79.5 2102407 MAYOS
79.5 2200272 MAYES
79,5 2216152 MAYES
“CTG 79,5 2308522 MATES
< CTG 79.5 2600322 MAY6S
“CTG 79.5 260423% MAYES
P CTG 79.5 2607132 MAY6S
£ 0TG 79.5 2702152 MAYES
v CPG 79.5 3008332 MAY6S
7P QTG 79.5 3114567 MAYES
v CTG 79.5 0112267 MAY6S

_SUBIC REHAB PLANNING
i BTG 79,5 2315302 MAYOS
2 -CTG 79.5 2503552 MAY6S
# - CTG 79.5 2503567 MAY6S

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CCTG 79.5 151000% MAY6E

Comand Chronology BLT 3/1

Comrand Chronclogy HMM 1612

DECLASSIFIED
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TRANSFER OF ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS OF BLY 3./: 70 CG THIRD #ArDIV ()
A, C6 THIRD MARDIV 960348Z MAY 68

B, CTG 79,5 2803457 MAY 68 .

l. AS REQUESTED REF A IST PLT, ©0 A, %ST MT BN CONSISTING OF § OFF
33 ENL AND EQUIP LISTED REF B wa$ OFE.LOADED TO CEMENT RAMP CU2
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JEN NINE PT nvrf‘s Eg §
WM ONE SEX FOUR— s
EMa /06 FHFPAC it

131 MaF [ (=5
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s 1% VaLLEY FORGE

14577 SEVEN SIX
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ORGE Qﬁa MARBLE MGbH£A d AR
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63 Ky 154 O
JALLEY FPRGE

B
“SARY OPSTATS wITHim 24 HOGURS A?laﬁ CEPGRTING
.J

MMENCES QFFLUAD OF
T‘; MARBLE HOLYIALN

nsd

v SIRICT SECURLITY D’leh MO VEN

{353 NA!M?.*H CAPABILITY OF SuPPgRT?\G 1G
13 REQUIRED DURING wo:arlexg

‘Y ZURMLT 15 COPIES OF L@mrﬁax CHRONGLOGY THROUCH DAl OF
SHEGP (TO INCLUDE REPCRT OFOVEMENT) TO THIS HG WITHIN
P2 DnYS FOLLOWING CHOF Iﬁw bﬁluo 5750028«

3y SOMPLY WITH PROVISIONS OF NWIP 18- i3, ENSURE CG FaFPAC,
SOMSTVENTHFLT, C6 III MAF, €3 FIRST MaW, CTF SEVE¥ S5(X,

k.
I
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S, 5 AND BL. 3/1
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ROSTER OF OFFICERS BY- NAFh, RANK, SERIAL NUVBE-,
ND RTI: T0 CG NINTH MAB BY. MESSAGE. SUﬂﬁET RANK/

rr‘
7

MOS SUMMARY OF ENLISTED PERSONNEL DEPLOYING [HTO COUNTRY
?n ARRIVE CG NINTH MAB NLT «14 JUN 68. IFO G FMAW, CG
(:FPAC, AND CIG 79,5, - 4 o

a, tHﬂPnlNATING INGTRUCTIONS s
15 USS VALLEY FORGE ETA OFF. Dg% AT OR ABOUT 1
‘2 THiS ORDER EFFECTIVE FOR P HNING UFON REC
EXECUTION OH ORCER.
4. ADMIN AND LOGISTICS af‘
3 SDHMIN
Yy {MM 164 SOD FILES WILL ROTATE. FILES AND ORDERS PECUL TAR
“C NINTH MABE/CTF 79 WILL BE TURNED GVER TD CTG 79,5 FCR
DELIVERY TO HNH 265,
%y SUBMIT MAIL ROUTING msmlz's*r‘“1 1AW FNFPACO 2782,3D AlD
HINTH MAB 250883 MAY 670, . 8
3 ENSURE GENEVA CONVENTION ¢#%DS, ID CARDS, ID Taes 4KD
RECORDS OF EMERGENCY DATA, t§E CURRENT 3D CORRECT

ag ﬂﬁh JUN €8,
I?

i
E AND
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R3E FUil RUYEURE 159 SE CRE T.. g
‘4% EYSURE ALL REQUIRED YMNUdiZATIDNq ARE COMPLETE.
RUaisiics .{ - :
1.3 HMM 164 OFFLOAD WITH THE chLowi NG s
: ¢} ASSIGNED AIRCRAFT
5 ¢> INDIVIDUAL EQUIP ggn,yﬂipoag“_““__ L
{0y AUTHORIZED NAVY SECTION W ERUIFMENT AND' MAINTENANCE 7
TGOL BOXES WHICH ARE CCMPOSED OF COWSUMABLE TOOLS,
o3 CGHAPLETE HAVY ALLOWANCE, PLUS FOLLOWING SECTICN i EQUIP:

I TRK M&878 8

} TRK M&8s 1 1~\§' «
I TRL Mig2 ;

i

i

TRLR FLCODLIGHT 5 KW gp-
SEN SET PU 983~-M i

£} ALL MARCOR T/E ITENMS.
Fo COMMAND QND CoMM ELECT ’
A, JPON ARRIVAL MARBLE MGUVTAIN RL“ORT TO CG, FMAW FGR COMMALD,

, PIRLAUTH W/FMAYW ASD USS VALLEY. gORGE h££9 THIS HQ INFORMED,
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7 RUCILSA RUENAAA RUMJBRA RUEBBHA R :HAU RUEBNNA RU#J iUA QUQUDE
RUhHrMA RUCINVA RUABQL RUEBNLA RUhUﬁAm .
DE RUYEUAE 288 148i€10 -
wii?¥ FEEEE Z¥0 RUYE
R 251818 MAY S8 -
i MARMEDHELRON ONE SIX FOUR'
70 RUCILSA/NAVAVHSAFCEN
INFO RUENAAA/CNO
RUWJBRA/CG THIRD MAW
RUEBHOA/CMC
RUMHAW/MAG THREE SIX
RUMHAW/MAG ONE SIX
RUEBBHA/NAVAIRSYSCOMHO
AU mUA /COMNAVAIRPAC
RUAUDA /COMFAIRWESTPAC
RUAUDS /MAG ONE FIVE
RUMHAY /PROMAG THREE NINE

FUMHFMA /CG FMFPAC AT SL A o
AUCINVASCG FMFLANT b//,//ﬁ?,m .
YEN/CTG SEVEN FIVE PT NINE DO |

$
RUABQL /CG NINTH MAB g:
PUMHAW/CG FIRST MAw el
RUZBNL A/CGSECOND MAVY el S gé
EEN/‘USS VALLEY FORGE:~” S

'1

ie 251832H Day . N

2. 107 DEGREES 27.3E 16 DEGREES 55. 5W‘zﬁ

Jc CHh SAo’ 15 zgss L 4 ,‘

4, HMM= !64 18-684 . - :“ _f.' $ Ll B
S, ALFA, AIRCRAFT LOST AT SEA - g.“.f

8 BROWN JON L., ISTLT, B181571, 'USAC
7. REMAINING THREE CREY MEMBERS. un;vJ
3. REMAINING TEN PASSEXGERS WERE. U 13
Y. ADMINISTRATION, 4.8, VFR e
i, LANDING ABOARD LPH- 8
:t, AIRCRAFT RETURNING FROM DA NA Nﬁ J§ u 5 VALLEY FORGE WITH TEN
PASSENGERS AND 528 POUNDS OF MaItl. WRILE ENROUTE AIRCRQF]
CONTTNUALLY LOST POWER ON NUYBER ONE ENGINE AND COMPLET
FAILURE ON.FINAL TO SHIP, CAUSE uNKNOWN. ATRCRAFT LANED 1N
THE WATER OME HUNDRED YARDS BEHI;JD¥ SHIP AND STAYED AFLOAT
UNTIL ALL PASSENGERS AND CREW MEBERS DEPARTED AIRCRAFT.
SHORTLY AFTERWARDS AIRCRAFT SANK.?
. 147 DIGREES 12 KNCGTS, 365 DE3REL
3533° SCATTERED, 5pa8° SCATTERED,
77,4F, 18 MILES UNRESTRICTED., ;'+{«

7562, PILOT, G, 792.6, 222.9
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CTG 79.5 TRAINING PROGRAM (U) '

1, THE FOLLOWING TRAINING PROCRAM 'Ihl BE USED BY SPECIAL LA#DING
FORCE (SLF) BRAVO AS A GUIDE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF UNIT TRAINING
SCHEDULES, ALL TRAINING CONDUCTED DURING THE REHAB/UPKEEP PERIOD
WILL BE DIRECTED TOWARD MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING THE READINESS

OF THE SLF TO EXECUTE AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS,

A. EFFECTIVE DATE: TRAINING WILL COMMENCE UPON COMPLETION OF
EMBARKATION IN TG 7605 SHIPPING.

B. REFEREHCES,
(1) TRAINING WILL BE IN CONSONANCE WITH APPROPRIATE U, S. NAVY
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TREATMENT OF HEAT CASUALTIFES, M-16 RIFLE INSTRUCTION, AND
A DESCRIPTION OF SUBIC BAY TRAINING AREAS, THESE PACKETS
WILL BE REQUESTED BY THIS HEADQUARTERS FOR DISTRIBUTION
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UPXEEP PERIOD OF ARG SHIPPING,
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CTIG 79,5 WILL CONSOLIDATE AND. SUBMIT ALL BLT AND HMM REQUIREMENTS
FOR TRAINING SUPPORT,

E. TRAINING TO BE ACCOMPLISHED '

(1> PHASE I, (ENROUTE SUBIC BAY)

' ¢(A) BLT « TRAINING DURING THIS PHASE WILL CONSIST OF
INDIVIDAL TRAINING IN THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS: SHIP'S
EMERGENCY DRILL RESPONSE; HELO ENPLANING AND DEPLANING
PROCEDURES 3 FAMILIARIZAIION FIRING OF INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS;
PHYSICAL CONDITIONIVG‘ UNIT LEADER INSTRUCTION ON CONDUCT
ASHORE ; MORAL GUIDANCE3;*V) CONTROL; DANGERS OF NARCOTICS
AND INDIUIDUAL RESPONSIBI ITIES IN THE EVENT OF ATTEMPTED
SUBVERSION$ OJT IN FIRST AND SECOND ECHELON MAINTENANCE
OF ORGANIC TE CLASS II TYPE 1 ERUIP; THOROUGH REVIEW OF
CASUALTY REPORTING AND MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES: STAFF

PAGE FOUR RUYEUAE G78 SE CRE T ‘
ORIENTATION ON THE MISSTIM AWND ORGANIZATION OF THE SLF,
{(B)Y HMM - TRAINING FOR SQUAD?ON PERSONNEL WILL CONSIST OF
THOSE SUBJECTS LISTED IN PARA 1.,E. (i.¢A) ABOVE AND

f ADDITIONALLY WILL INCLUDZ FIRING OF HELO MOUNTED MACHINE
N GUNS, OJT SGUADRON LEVEL A/C MAINTENANCE, AND DAY/NIGHT
CARQUALS,

{2) PHASE II. (ASHORE SUBiC BAY:
(A) BLT TRAINING CONDUCTED ﬂIRING THIS PHAST WILL BE PRIMARILY

ORIENTED TOWARD THE PLAXNING AND EXECUT1ON OF THE SHIP
TO SHCRE MOVEMENT BY A HILICOPTERBORNE, WATERBORNE OR
COMBINATION CONFIGURED. L NDING FORCE, TH'S PHASE WILL
CONCLUDE WITH A SLF CFX IESIGNED PRIMARILY TO TEST
COMMUNICATION AND CO“TRO‘ PRCCEDURES. TREINING IN THE
FOLLOWING SUBJECTS WILL- BE ACCOMPLISHED DURING THIS
PHASE: PHYSICAL CONDITIO:INGy WET NET TRAINING§ MOVEMENT
TO CONTACT; COMPANY TAGTICSY LVT EMBARK A#D DEBARK
TRAINING3 OJT FIRST AND' )ECOND ECHELON MAIRTENAWNCE OF
ORGANIC E”UIPMQNT' SHIP {0 SKORE MOVEMENTS$ HST CONTROL
OF HELO ZONES; LOADING AJD TATTICAL MOVEMENI OF TROOPS
BY KELG, VT, AND LANDING CRAYTj3 LOADING AND MOVEMENT

[>
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OF ARTILLERY BATTERY By -diL0, LV, AND LANDING CRAFT?TJ
COORDINATION AND USE 3r 54 “GRXINU ARMZ ¢ JUNGLE
ENVIRONMEANTAL SURVIVAL TRAININGs FIELD FIRING GF CREW
SERVED WEAPQONS3 SHORE FIRE CONTROL PARTY TRAININGS FAC
TRAINING ¢ CONMUMICATiSN pPTNING T0 INCLUDE CONMMUNICATION
PROCEBURES 3 COMNUNIPQTIGJ SECURITYg USE OF KAC~-2AG

AND KAC=PAG CODES; HELO-LANDING AND MOVEMENT OF RADIO
JEEPS AND RADIO RELAY D@UI”MFMT' A COMMUNICATION EXERCISES
SLF ADMINISTRATIVE PEOUXWFMENTJ, CIVIC ACTION TRAYLNING s
RULES OF ENGAGEMENT 3 AND aMPHIBIOUS OPKNS STAFF PLANNING
FROCEDIRES,

{(RY HMM TRAINING DURING THIS PHASE WIL)L. BE ORIENTED TOWARD
EXECUTION OF THE SHIP TO SGHORE MOVEMENT ., OTHER TRAINING
WILL CONSIST OF JUNGLE E®VIRONMENTAL SURVIVAL TRGINING
0JT IN SQUADRON LEVEL A/0 MAINTENANCE: QUALIFICATION OF
HELICOPTER A/C COMMANDERE, CHREW ME w“BER TRAIWING IN AERIAL
GUNNERY 3 HELO SYSTENMS TﬁAININh AND COMMUNICATIONS
PROCEDURES TRAINING.

PHASE II1I. LEX - (AFLOAT AND ASHORE ZﬂWBALES’TABONTS AREA)

TRAINING DURING THIS PERIOD WILL INCLIDE AN ARG /SL

RUYEUAE %78 ST CRE T

AMPHIRIOUS EXERCISE TO LAND, THE LANDLYS FORCE IN THE ZaMBALKS
QREAQ MEDEYAC AND CASREP PROCIDURES WllLi BE tVALUL?ED DURING
THE LEX, A& REHEARSAL Wiii BE CONDUCTED ON D=i. IT .5
VNVISIG?FD THAT THIS WILL BE & SURFACE/HELO LANDING SUPPORTED
BY FIXED WING A/C. CONCURRENT WITH THE AMPHIBIOUS ASTAULT 4
LIVE NGF SHOOT WILL BE COKDUCTED 27 TABONES UTILIZING NGF
SUFPPORT SHIP AND BLT SHORE }iPE ummYROL PARTY PERSONNEL ,
PHASE I1I WILL TERMINATE %I 1 ay AMPHIBIOUS WITHDRAWAL YF
THE LANDING FORCE TO ARG S ’PTN” IN A COMBAT LOAD CONFIxU-
HATEGNO X

» PHASE IV, (ENROUTE RVN3

THIS PHASE WILL COMMENCE WITHM a CRITIQUE OF THE LEX, TRAIN.UG
T0 BE ACCOMPLISHED WILL BE ORIENTED TOWARD THE PREPARATION
FOR EMPLOYMENT OF THE SLF. IN A SPECIFIC AMPHIBICUS OPERATION
[F THIS T¥FO US AVAILABLE. ©JT IN FIRST AND SECOND ECHELON
MAINTENANCE OF ORGANIC EAUIFMENT; STAFF PLARNING PROCEDURESS
PHYSICAL CONDITIONIHNG AN YRAININC REQUIRED AS INDICATED BY
CRATIQUE, o
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P 23U55&C MAY. 68_°
M CTG- SEVEN “NINE PT m*&:» N
70 RUNMWUA/ZFMF PAT 1LNO SUB E_C _
rMFGWPUABQLﬂs INTH MaR - = s RS N
Ruwmvmm TWO JE_ ] R

fla NﬁUbTH

' ~33JUNG8 OLF o GITH THE. T T H’ﬂ'ﬁ
wILL BE IN SUBIC ¥D 1RNG, .U AN EFFORT m PROVIDE TRE
5 ST FRNG PR ; L CUEST TANGE IW OBTATHING
THE -FOLLOWI Q?Thmu:m, , ,
REQUESTS VI CERE FIRN. T T

i

(\‘ WG Cf < SRS 2O } 2.0 SR UOUR S OF JUNGLE » o

) TAZONE:
2, REQUEST YOUR g%xm g
“WE CUBI SEAPLANE RAMP FOR Ti

GH=4SA_A/C DURING EN;IRE‘FQRT{)D-
5. SFIP TRNG. ERCISES 1
MESSASE. %
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SPECIAL LANDING FORCE BRAVO

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
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Task Group 79.5 (TG 79.5)
FPO“San Francliscos- CalEF 96602
3/ cLtfe s
5750
Ser

16 July 1968

T-NOTORN { Downgraded to Unelsssified upon removsl of Enclosure (1) )

-
T

Special. Landing Force Brave (TG 79.5)

. In accordancs with reference {a), (b) and fc) enclosure (1) is submitted

& - ¥
for the perind 1 through 30 June 1968,

(::/:"7%55( .

W, A, BUTCHER

¥
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) , __ HEADCUARTE3S
-~ —— - Task Group 79.5 (TG 79.%)
Fri Sam Francisco, Calif 96607
COMMAND CHROKOLOGY
for period
1 to 30 June 1968
INDEX
FART T . ORGINIZATIONAL DAT:
PART 1T B ... NARRATIV. SUMMARY
PART IIT ’ ' - SECUENTTIAL LISTING OF
SIGTIFICANT EVZNTS
PART IV , ~ = == . .—  SUPrORTING DOCUKENTS
l Dovmgraded at 3 yr intervalss . _
Declassifizd After 12 yeoars
Lt Enclosure (1)
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.- PERT T
“OFganizational Data

1. Desiza-fion  Commandgr
Specinl Lending Foree = __ . Col YW, 2, BUTCHTR
Bravo (C1G 79.5) .

SUBORDINLTE UNITS

LtCol M. MELUOWN
ItCol M. J. OUICK
s LtCel R. F. RITK
1tCol C. E. MUELLZ™

1=3¢ Juntl

1-;’4' JM68
5-15 Junb8
116 Juné8™
16-30 JunéB

B s LtCol 2. J. EDWLRDS 1630 Jun68
ATTACHED UNITS
NCNE
7. Loeptiom ~
1720 2e 68 USS V.LLEV FORGE (LPH-R)
1720 Jvma A8 U35 VAKCOUVER (L7D-2)
10 June 68 U373 THOMZ2TON (LSDW22)
1770 Tare 68 U85 WASTUAN (AK:~108)
2 . Enclosure (1)
SECRET-NOFORN
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3. SIAFF OFFICERS

Executive Officer

S=1
S=2

S=2

Last S=3
Asst S=3/Air
Asst S=3/F3C
AOfAsst S.3
Stz L"

CommQ

Of ficer

DECLASSIFIED

TtCol R. A. MASON

1=20 June 68

Capt M. PALLO JR. 1-30 June 48
1st 1t R. T. WALLACE 123 June 68
Cept Jo Ho STRASSER 24-30 June 68

LtCol R. D. ALEXANDER 1230 June 68

Maj J. R- W. COCHRAN

Maj Co F. MOSER
Capt G. D. BERGER

Maj J. R. CATON
Maj D. W. ANDREWS
1st Tt S. D. RAMSBIRGER 28«30 June 68

L, AVFRAGE MONTHLY STENGTH

UsKc O°F

SLF STAf};
BLT 2/7
HMM 265
1T 3/1
mM 164

(S TS PR U e

5. PERSONNEL ACTIONS

Joined

- 3
wpres

hia T

Pramntad

SKC_OFF

1

o

o

UsMC ENL

L8
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130 June 68
1-30 June 68
1=30 June 68
1-23 June 68
1-30 June 68
1.27 June 68

UGN OFF  USN BNL
o0

8 79

0 0

8 o

t 3

Enclosure (1)
SECRET-NOFOEN



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET-NOFQRN , PART IT
-sNarrative St

During the reporting period, SLF ERAVO participated in Operation
LANCASTER II/BADGER CATCH IIT, executed Operation SWIFT SABER in Elephant
Valley, and conducted a training/rehab period in Subic Bay, Republic of
PHILIPPINES, for the personnel and equipment of HMM~265 and BLT 2/%,

Participation In Operation LANCASTER II/BADGER CATCH III during the
first three days in June entailed BLT 3/1 providing security forjﬁbute
99 CA LU combat base and LSA CAMEC while under OPCON of Fourth Marines
and HMM-164 providing helicopters for medevac, administrative, and logis—
tic support. As well, liaison teams were maintained at Company D, 3rd
MedBn at DONG HA and Fourth Marines at CAMP CARROLL, while HMM-164 pro-
vided augmentstion A/C to FIRST MAW.

On 3 June, BLT 3/1 was relieved by 2/9; terminated participation in
Operdtion LANCASTER II/BADGER CATCH III; returned to OPCON of TG 79.53
and commenced backloading aboard ARG shipping. This backloadingy; from
CA LU, DONG HA and CUA VIET, utilized both helicopter and surface craft
and was completed at 031915H,

During the period 4-6 June, SLF BRAVO conducted liaison/planning with
First MarDiv for Operation SWIFT SABER, an amphibious operation employing
both helicopter and surface assault forces. The operatiocn was conducted in
the HCA VANG and HIEU IUC districts of QUANG NAM province, RVN from 7-14
June, Pre D-Day activities included the prepositioning of Btry € 1/11j Co
A, 5th ATBpy First Plt, Co A, First MT Bn and preparatory strikes by A/C
from the Seventh Air Force and FIRST MAW.

The operation was conducted in twe phases. Phase I commenced at
070700H June 1968 with LVT borne elements landing over BLUE BEACH simule
taneously with helicopterborne forces landing in LZ EAGLE., These units
linked up at Objective #i in the SONG CU DE (Elsphant) Valley to form a
fire support base from which future operations could be conducted, At
H42 two rifle companies landed in LZ FALCON and, after being joined by
the prepositioned mechanized unit, seized Objective 2 and 3 and conducted
combat sweep operations in the AOA east of phase "line TORO.

Also, during Phase I, at 08104OH June 1968, CIG 79.5 determined that
the Landing Force was firmly established ashore and advised the CATF of
this fact, At 081400H June 1968 operational control of SLF BRAVO was
passed to CG III MAF who simultaneously passed OPCON to CG 1st MarDiv.
This placed the entire SLF (Hq, BLT, and Squadron) under OPCON of CG
ist MarDiv. The Alpha Command group of the SLF had been co=located
with the BLT Command Post. While it was determined that the function
of command may be sdtisfactorily exercised from an advance position
such as this, it soon became apparent that the relatively sophisticated
means of communication- and control aboard the LPH could be of great
assistance and should be utilized. Ultimately, the SLF Commander divid=
ed his time between his CP on the IPH and the small command group in the

b
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field, Wi mbthod worked well,

Phase II consisted of efforts to find, fix and destroy enemy forees
to the west of phase line TORO by.inserting a helicopterborne forece at
the western end of SONG CU DE (Elephant) Valley which swept through the
AOA to its eastern limit. '

Operation SWIFT SABER terminated at 140BOOH June 1968 with OPCON of
SLF BRAVO being passed to CG III MAF and CIG 76.5 eoncurrently. CIG 79.5
passed OPCON of BLT 3/1 to CG IIT MAF at 150600H June 1968 and received
OPCON of BLT 2/7 at the same time., CTIG 79.5 passed OPCON of HMM-164 to CG
ITI MAF effective 150700H June 1968, CG ITI MAF chopped HMM=265 (minus)
to CTG 79.5 with eight fully operational aircraft. Detachment Alpha,
AMM=265 remained at Marble Mountain in support of FIRST MAW.

BLT 2/7 and HMM-265 (minus) completed embarkstion aboard ARG shipping
at 161300H June 1968,

The reconstituted SLF BRAVO in ARG shipping departed for training/
rehsb period at NS Subic Bay RP. Extensive training for both the BLT
and the Squadron was conducted while enroute. Arriving at 180900H June
1968, the BLT relocated ashore in the SLF Camp and carried out further
training, planning and preparation for Exercise HILLTOP. A rehearsal
of this exercise was conducted on 30 June.

5 - Enclosure (1)
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2 June 68

3 June 68
6 June 68
7 June 68
14 June 68
21 June 68
22 June 68
23 June 68
27 June 68
28 June 68

30 June 68

DECLASSIFIED

. PARTIIX

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF STGNIFICANT EVENTS

CTG 76.5 and CTG 79.5 aboard the USS ESTES to discuss future
operations. '

Commanding Officers of BLT 2/7 and HMM-265 visited CIG 79.5
abozrd the USS VALLEY FORGE,

CTG 79.5 conducted liaison visit at the First MarDiv CP.

CTF 79 visited CTG 79.5 aboard the USS VALLEY FORGE.

CTF 79 and CTG 79.5 V¥isited ITII MAF AND First MarDiv.
Operation SWIFT SABER initiated by COMSEVENTHFLT.
Operation SWIFT SABER terminated by COMSEVENTHFLT.

o TIT MAT and CIF 73 inspected” SLE BRAVO.Traigirig/fiehab’ -
COMSEVENTHFLT VADM Bringle fhsp@ctsd SLF Training/Rehab.
CG First MarDiv (designate), MajGen Youngdale, visited CIG 79,5
Deputy Commander, Fleet Marine Force Pacific, MajGen Tharin,
inspescted SLF Training/Rehab.

Col Ro Ho Mample, G-3 Plans, FMFPac, Col W. R. Gould,

Engineer, FMFPac, and LtCol E. W. Gilbert, Go&4 representive,
FMFPac, wisited CTG 79.5.

Rehearsal for Exercise HILLTOP XX conducted.

6 Enclosure (1)
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PART IV

) CHR ONJB LO ij)FfS‘ﬁﬁgﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁEirm‘ﬁﬁsww EEPRINEN 575 ST R T

AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

JAppendlx A Massages g
Appendix B Command Chronelogy for BLT 3/1\\ g
JAppendlx c Commend Chronelogy for HMM 164 ! .
VAppendix D Command Chrondlogy for BLT 2/7 " ﬁ:!
ppendix E Command Chronology for EMM 265 'W#
Appendix F After Action Report SWIFT sAEEF/

APPENDIX A

J1, ©G IIT maF 290308Z May 68 - SLF BRAVO planners directed to report to
ist MarDiv CP.

J 20 COMSEVENTHFLT 0403542 Jun 68 = Initiating Directive for Operation
SWIFT SABER.

\/30 CTG 79.5 0501102 Jun 68 = CIG 795 Frag Order for Operation SWIFT SABER.

J L, COMSEVENTHFLT 1312302 Jun 68 = Directs teqpination o Operation SWIFT
SABER.

J 5, SEVENTH MAR 1504147 Jun 68 - The 7th Marines assume OPCON of BLT 3/1
and pass OPCON of 2/7 at 150600H Jun 68.

4 6o CG ist MarDiv 160212Z Jun 68 = OPCON of SLF BRAVO passed to CG III MAF
at 140800H Jun 68,

47. CG III MAF 160720CH Jun 68 - OPCON of SLF BRAVO passed to CTIG 76.5 at
140800H Jun 68,

J 8., CG III MAF 0712187 May 68 - Intra-theater rotation schedule for squadrons.

§9. CTG 79,5 250355% May 68 = SLF BRAVO Training Progfam.

Mo. ©Te 79.5 130851 Jul 68 - SLF BRAVO Post Training Report.

7 Enclosure (1)
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- 2N% egece
OF 2903082 3

" FM Anuanau?¥t ghr DANANG
TO RUMHLA/ZCG FIRST MarDiv DAN&NG
RUMHAW/EG FIRST MAW DAMNG-
RUYEUAE/CTG SEVEN R1X PTNFIVE
RUYEUAE/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE
INFO RUHGUL /COMMSEVENTHFLT
RUMFKRY/CTF SEVEN 81X
RUABQL/CTF SEVEN NINE
RUYNBJC TG SEVEN $!X PT FOUR
RUYNBJC/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
S¥MFGR/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE

CONF1DENTIAL
EMPLGYMENT OF SLF BRAVO BLY

A. CG 111 MAF 28¢2142 MAY 68 (NQTAL)

1. REF A DESCRIBES INTENDED EMPLOYMENT SLF SRAVO.. |
24 SUBMIT NAMES REPS TG FIRST MARDIV FOR PLANING CONFERENGE
ggaﬁa HELD FIRST MARDIV HQS 312980H MAY 68

8T
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ZNY SSS8SS ,
0 gh@35hz JUN 63

FM COUISEVENTHFLT

TO RUMFCR/CTG SEVEN SIXPT FIVE
CUMFCR/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE
RUMFCR/CTG SEVEN SX°

RUABQL/CTF sevsg NINE*

RUMUIAFA/COMUSHA u\\ '
RUIASBB/COMNAVFORY ™\ .
RUMFKRE/CHE SEYFN ZERO PT TWO PT ONE PT ONE
RUHBUZ/CTF SEVEN THREE :
RUMFCR/CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT
RUMUSRA/ZCG 111 MAR '

INFO RUENAAA/CNO
"RUHHHQA /C INCPAC

RUHHBRA/C INCPACFLT

RUWJMSA/COMPHI BPAC

RURHFMA/CG FWMFPAC N
RUABQL/CG FMFPAC (FwD) ,
RUMHAW/CG FIRST MAW

RUMNVHD/CTF ONE ONE FIVE

PAGE TWO RUHGUL @272 SECRE T
RUMSBJ/CHMDR TTH AIR FORGCE
RUMFCR/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT ONE
RUIAFCR/CHF SEJ/EN BEVEN
RUHVP/CG THIRD WMARDIC
RUMHLAZCG FIRST .AARDIYV
RUMHPD/CTF CLEARWATER
RUMFCR/CTG SEVEN S1X PT FOUR
RUAFCR/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
RUAUDB/CHG SEVEN NINE PT THREE
RUMFCR/CT. SEVEN THREE PT FIVE
RUFCR/HU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE
RUMNVHD/CTG ONE ONE FiVE PT ONE
: RUMFCR/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT TWO
s " RUMHNA/COMNAVSUPPACT DAN ANG
BT ‘

SECRET
CTE 79s2.1+1 PASS ADVANCED COPY TO GUMUSMACV
SWIFHT -SABE™ INFTIATING DIRECTIVE (U) .
A, Ao 1Y OPLAN 101=67
{ To SITUAT!O!:s CG 11) WAF HAS REQUESTED THE EMPLOYMENT OF AN ARG/S

314311
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PAGE THREE RUHBUL SECRE T b
IN SU°PORT OF OPERATIONS IN THE | CTZ. COMSEVENTHFLT WILL PROVIDE
TG T6+.5/79«5+ AND SUCH OTHER FORCES AS #AY 3E NECESSARY FOR THiS
OPERATiON. INIHIATING DIRECTIVE 1S FOR PLANNING PURPOSES, THE OPERATH
WHEN EXECUTED WILL 3E GUNDUGTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF Ae
2. MISSICN, WHEN DIRECTED ON OR ABOUT 7 JUNE, CATF CO:DUCT AN
AVPHIBIOUS OPERATIUN ASAINST VC/NVA FORCES IN THE A0,, IN ORDER TO
FIND, FIX M D PESTROY ENEMY FORCES AND LOGISTIC CACHES, INTERDICT ENEI
RESUPPLY AND OR SUCH OTHER OPERATIONS AS AGREED WITH CG 111 MAF OR
HIS DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE.
3o CTG. 7645 (COMPHIBRON ONE) EW3ARKE: IN USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH 8)
138 DESIGNATED CO 4iANDER AMPHIBIUUS TASK FURCE (CATF)e
lie CTG 7945 (COMMANDER SLF BRAVO) EMBARKED IN USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH®)
{S DESIGNATED COMANDER LANDING BBRCE (CLF)e
2. COMMAND RELATIONSHIP 1AW PARA 3Xa(2) AND (3) OF REF A,
o COWMUSMACY WILL PROVIDE ANTI=iNFILTRATION/EXFILTRATION PATROL
CRAFT FOR THIS OPERATION AN D WiLL PROVIDE CAS AND OTHER SUPPORT
AS ACREED UPON WITH CATF 1AW PARA 18(1) OF REF A.
Te AUPHIBIOUS O3JECTIVE AREA (AOA)e THE LANDWARD AUA IS THAT LAND
AREA ENCOMPASSSED BY A LINE DRAWN FROM AT 878l NORTHEAST TO AT 8485
;HEN?E NOR;H ALONG THE U3 GRID LINE TO THE BORDER OF THUA THIEN
ROVINCE A '

Pagg FOUR RUHGUL @272 SEC R E T :
AT JU91, THENCE UEST AND SOUTH ALONG THE BORDER TU ZC £7798., THENCE
WEST ALONG THE 98 GRID LINE TO 2C 269% THENCE SUUTH ALONG THE @6
GRID LINE TO 2C #68d, THENCE EAST ALON. THE 8¢ GRID LINE TO AT 7768 -
THENCE NORTH TO AT 878l,, DURING THE SURFACE SHIP=TO~SHORE WMOVEMENT A .

CORRIDOR WiLL BE INCLUDED IN THE AOA TI0O HUNDRED WETERS INLAND FROW
THE HIGH WATER MARK ON THE BANKS OF THE CU DE RIVER FROM DANANG 3AY T¢
THE LANDWARD AOA. THIS CORRIDOR LILL BE DISSOLVED ON D<DAY FOLLOR ING |
gggoggggggg gexi I?vguggiwuogggeu;. THE SEAWARD AOA ég Tgar SEA AREA

; ) N 4 THE COAST AT AH 95 OATHEAST TO~

BT @188, THENCE NORTH TO THE COAST AT ST ﬂsﬁ93¢.9$ﬁeugé SOUTH AN D
WEST ALONZ THE COAST TO AT 93g8Li8, THE Al 8 SPACE ASOVE THE LANDWARD
APA FROW THE SURFACE TO 48227 FEET wSL SHALL BE REQUESTED FOR .INCLU
ggggA¥?gh ggE?:ESﬁgULg goﬂulrtows REQUIRE - ,

: s H OUTSIDE OF DANANG HARBOR IN ADDITIUN A CORRIDOR
FOR HELO TRANSIT FROs OUT SIDE THE SEAWARD APA TO, MOUTH OF THE CU
DE RIVER FROM THE SURFACE TO 1g9¢ FEET wWSL TO BE REQUESTED,-

8, I{ICKNAVE FOR THIS OPERATION WILL BE SWIFT SABER WiITH TENATIVE
D=DAY O/A T JUNE DEPENDING ON TACTICAL SITUATIuN, H AND L HOURS TO
gg DETERUINED BY CATF AND D=-DAY CONFIRMED BY CATFe UPON DETERMINATION

1
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PAGE FIVE TUHGUL 272 SEC RE T :
GONCEPT OF OPERATIONS AMD VHEN ARL FORCES AQE PREPARED, CATF REPORT
'HO ORIG SHATE OF READINESS. FINAL RECO /MENDATIONS CONCERNING D=DAY
H AD L HOU3RS AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO THIS OPERATIONe COMMAND
TO EXECUTE WILL 3E QY SEPERATE MESSAL . SUSMIT FORMAL JEQUESH FOR

EXECUTION AS EARLY AS PRACTICABLE TO ALLOY FOR CCuiuUNICAT ION DELAYS
IF ORIGINATOR EXECUTE MSG MNOT AEGEIVED AT RECO4ENDED TIHE FYiR EXEC
UTI0N, ASSUME APPROVAL, AND AGT ACCORDINGLY, INFORMING ALCUN,
Qs SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
Ao WHEN FIRMLY ESTABLISHED ASHORE, AND WHEN MUTUALLY AGREED BY CAT!
AD GG 111 MAF. REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF SLF TO IN=CUUNTRY CO4VANDER,
CATE REHMAIN IN SUPPORT OF OP RATIUNS ASHORE.

Ce BLT 3/1 WILL NOT 3E WITHDRAWN, BUT §T 1S PLANNED TO BE REPLACED
BY 3LT 2/7,
14s TERVINATION JAW ANNEX B TO REF A,
11« PUILIC AFFAIRS IVA A'MEX B TO REF Ae
12« ACTION ADDEES ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT.
o i}. DOWNGRADED TO CONFIDENTIAL UPON TERMINAT IONo
Pes, ;
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ZINY 8$8SSS
P #541182Z JUN 68
Fil ADMINO FIRST :4ARDIV
TO ZEN/FIRST TANK BN
ZEN/ 2ND BN SEVENTH WARINES
INFO CG 11 WAF
CG FIRAT WAV
CG FLC '
CG NINTH MAB
CTG SEVEN StX POINT FIVE
CTG SEVEN NINE POINT FIVE
F138T MARDIV OPCON (LESS ACTIUN ADDEES)
BT
SECRET
Ae CG FIBRST ARDIV gliaholiz wiAY 68 (NOTAL)
Bo CG 111 MAF 2685027 MAY 68 (HOTAL)
1, REF A PUBLISHED TASK ORG FOR BLT 2/7 TU INCLUDE
2D PLAT, CO A (AT), IST TANK BNo REF B DELETES
REQUIREMENT TO FURNISH AT PLAT FROM IN=-COUNTRY A SETS.
AT PLAT TO COME FROW 9TH MAB ASSETS.
2o ACCORDINGLY, 2ND PLAT, CO A (AT) 1ST TANK BN
DELETED FROM REF Ao

GP=l
8T
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e e SECRE]

J;ﬁi JUN 68
'SEVENTHFLT

To OT* SEVEN SIX PT FIYE
INFO CNO

6 INCPAC

CSUSHACY

. CINCPACFLY

G FMFPAC
COHMPHIBPAC
CG 111 HAF
€3 MFPAC (FWD)
COMNAVFORY

CG EIRST MAYW
CG 1ST JARDIC
ca RD ARDIV -

C.IDR TTH AIR FORGE
COUMNAVSUPPACT DNAANG

&TF GéEAR’“ETE;EVE
GTF SEVEN THREE

PAGE TWO RUYNBUL #838 SECRE T
CTF SEVEM SIE
CTF SEVEN SEVEN
CIF sEvsn NINE

c1G N ZERO PT_EIGHT
CTG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE
CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR

CYG SEVEN NINE PT THREE
CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUH

CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE
CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT ONE

CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT ONE

CTU SEVEN ZEBOQ PT SEVEN PT TWO

CTU SEVEN ZERO PT E$3HT PT NINE
g;s SEVEN ZERO PT TWO PT ONE PT ONE

TCTe 70.204

e2¢1e% PASU ADVALCED CUPY TO coausma

OPERATION SWIFT SAGBER (U) ov
Ae CTG T645 1278762 JUNC 68 HOTAL
éﬁ iznusvnrs OPERATION S IFT SA3ER AT 1483::H3 Ju.C 68.
BT
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ZHY SS5SS m L T =

0P xsgélaz JUN &8 ,

M SEVENTH AR :

T0 CG FIRST DIV | faﬁ{lS‘“"‘“l ?/(

INFO ZEN/BLT THREE SLANT ONE Py
RUYEUAE/BLT TWO sumu SEVEN BLT 303
RT ;:n- i = ‘”w‘@ W el g

Qo CC FIRST MARDIV MSG 1218257 JUN 68

B, CG& FIRST MARDIV MSG 131525Z JUN 68

i. TAW REF A AND B 7TH MARINES ASSUMED CAMMAND OF BLT &/1
AND PASSED COMHAND oF BLT 2/7 TO ce FIRST "IARDTV EFrECTIVE
158608 : ,

fP=4 e B —ei amae
NN -
_ ) “

)

3

ECRET .
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ZNY S8SSS

0 16424227 -JUN 68

M GG FIRST YARDIV

TO RUMUGRA.CG 111 MAF
RUYSUAE/CTG SEVEN NINE
INEOC RUMHAWZCG FIRST MA
RUABQL/CG NINTH MAB
AUMHFL/CG FLC
RUMFKRV/CTF SEVEN SIX
RgYSUAEIbTG SEVEN SIX P
3

SECRET

CHOP OF SLF BRAVO

1, OPCON SLF BRAVO PASS
GPel;

BT

NNNN

POINT FIVE
W

OINT FIVE

€D TO CG 111 MAF AS OF 1li#87gH JUNGB
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sl el oicdiivin. I8

INY

E JUNGS
Fid cg?%g? MAF DANANG

- TO RUYSUABSCTG SEVEN SIX PTY FIVE

ANRS-AYMUHF AnYUSHACY SATaON

RUHGUL/COMMSE VENTHFLT

RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV DANANG
RUZYPP/OG THIRD MARDIV DONG HA
RUMHAW/ZCG FIRST MAW DANANG
RUMHFL/CG FORLOGCMD DANANG
RUMFKRV/CTF SEVEN DIX
RUABQLACTF SEVEN NINE
RUABQL/CG NINTH MAD OKINAWA

RUYSUAG/CTG SEVEN S§X POINT FOUR

RUYSUAC/CT@ SEVEN NINE PT FOUR

g%YSUAS/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FivE -,
CONFIDENTIUIAL

CHOP SLF BRAVO ,

As GO FORST MARDIV 1602122 JUN 68 (NOTAL)

) 0 s o i

i

L el hii\ﬁ:‘s;ﬂi;fi‘EMJLMHHWLMME i

PAGE THO aumvanathé CONFIDENTI1AL

1. CG FIRST MARDIV CHOPPED SLF BRAVO TO CG (1! MAF 14a8znz .
gguﬁ& BY CNF AJWAJEE! MAF CHOPS SLF BRAVO TO CTG 76,5 SAWE T14E
8T i | :
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.ZNY S38SS

P #712187 AAY 68

FM CG 11 MAF DANANG
TO CG MINTH MAB OKI

CG FYFPAC HAW

CC FWFPAC SBK OK{

CG FIRST MAY DSX

CTF SEVEH SIX

CTF SEVEN NINE

CTG SEVE: SIX PT FOUR
CTG SEVEN S1X PT FIVE
CTG SE/EN NINE PT FOUR
g}a SCVEN NINE PT FIVE
SECRET :

INTRA THEATRE SQUADROY ROTATIUN
Ae CG NINTH MAB @30738Z W+Y 68 NOTAL

Be CG FIRST MAW 2122172 MA®: 63 NuTAL

1. REF A REQ APPROVED SCHEDULE FOR SLF HELO SQUADRON ROTATIuN.

2o FOLLOWING PORTIONS REF 3 AS {ODIFIED HEREIN ARE APPROVED

AT THIS LEVEL AiD HAVE BEEN TENTATIVELY ACCEPTED AT CuwidSEVENTHFLT

PAGE TWO RU.MWAA 2876 SECRE T
QUARTERLY SCHEDULING CONFERENCE. FINAL A CEPTANCE DEVYNDENT PUBLI~

CATION COMISEVENTFLT QUARTERIf‘é SCHEDULE .

UNIT FROM DATE

His=161) SLF B MMAF 11=12 JUN 68
Hii=265 WHIAF SLF B 11«12 JUN 63
Hi=362 SLF A PHU BAl 1=2 JUL 68
HVM =36 PHU BA1 SLF A 1-2 JuL 68
HFi=36 SLF A RAAF $-2 SEPT 68
=362 P.U BAI SLF A 1-2 SEPT 63
HiiM=26 SLF B PHU BAl 8=9 SEPT 68
gg}isé PHU BAt SLF B 8«9 SEPT 63
BT
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CTHE SLF TO EXECUTE AMPHIRIOUS OPERATIONS, - IR
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FMFMS, REFERENCES REQUIRED SUT NOT KELD.BY SUBOURDIRATE
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€8 NINTH MAB HAS PREPARED ACTRAINING PACKET WKICH COﬂTA ke
TRAININS DIRECTIVES. PROMUL GaTLD BY CG FMFPAC, COMNAVE i
hjazu AND CG NINTH WAB,. THESFE DIRECIIVET ARE R“PL;CA%‘*
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HEADCUARTERS

Task Group 79,5 (T3 79.5)
FPO San Franeisco 94/%02

SECRZT - NOFCRN (Downgraded to Unclassified upon Removal of Enclosures)

From: Commander
Tos Commanding General, Fleet Marine Porce, Seventh Tleet

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation SWIFT SARTR

Encl: (1) SLF BRAVO After Action Report, Operation SUIFT SABZR
Lbed (2) - BLT 3/1 After Action Report, Operation SUIFT SART
Fenp 213) - HMM 164 After Action Report, Operation SWIFT SABER

1. Enclosure (1) contains Special Landing Force BRAVO After Action Renort
for Operation SJWIFT SABER. Enclosures (2) and (3) amplify enclosure (1).

W. A. BUTCHER
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' 2. TASK ORGANIZATION

SECRET=NOFORN

ACTION REPORT - SWIFT SARER

gap References; AMS, VIETNAM, 1:50,000, Series L7014, Sheets 6641 III,
sh1 II, , ,

1. GENERAL

ao Operation SWIFT SABER was an amphibious operation conducted
in accordance with NWP 22 (B) employing both helicopter and surface craft
assault forces. The operation was conducted in HOA VANG and HIEU INC Dis-
triets, QUANG NAM Province, I Corps Tactical Zone, Republic of VIETNAM. The
landward AOA was that area encompassed by a line drawn from AT8784 northeast
to AT8885, thence north along the 88 grid line to the border of THUA THIEN
Province at AT8891, thence west and south along the border to ZC077900, thence
west along the 90 grid line to ZC0690, thence south along the 06 grid line to
AT7780, thence north to AT8784. During the surface ship-to-shore movement a
corridor was included in the AOA two hundred meters inland from the high water
mark on the banks of the SONG CU DE from DANANG Bay to the eastern boundary
at the landward AO,

b. The inclusive dates of Operation SWIFT SABER were 7-14 June 1968,
COMSEVENTHFLT 0403547 Jun68 directed an amphibious operation to be conducted
against VC/NVA forces in the AOA. COMSEVENTHFLT 131230Z terminated the oper=
ation at 140800H June 1968,

Special Landing Force BRAVO _ Colonel BUTCHER
BLT 3/1 - LitCol QUICK
HMM-164 1£Col RICK

3. INTELLIGENCE

a. Enemy Situation. Information received prior to Operation SWIFT SABER
indicated that the AO contained rocket sites, possible base areas, some forti=
fied positions, arms caches, and supplies. Enemy personnel strength within the
AO was estimated to be 600-700 from the following units: H4th NVA Regiment, 3rd
Bn 368B Arty Regiment (NVA), T-87 Main Force Sapper Bn, and the Q=55 Local Force
Co. These units were known to be operating in and around the AO,

b, Enemy Capabilities. The enemy was capable of:
(1) Attacking with a force of up to two battalions.
(2) Defense of a position at a time of his choosing

with the aforementioned force.

i Enclosure (1)
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' : (3) Evading direct contact and resorting to small scale
actions, employment of mines, surprise firing devices, sniper harassment,
and ambushes in an effort to inflict maximum casualties on our forces and
decimating small units beyond effective friendly support. '

SECRIT-NOFORN -

(4) wWithdrawing to the triple canopy and high mountains
over established trails, utilizing snipers, mines, and surprise firing de-
vices whenever possible to delay our forces.

c. Enemy Tactics. For the most part, the enemy elected to evade and -
withdraw with only one attack which was broken up before it started.
Approximately 100 enemy were spotted attempting to execute a surprise
attack on the established Recon outpost/Relay station on DONG DEN

" mountain. They were repelled by the combined efforts of the defenders

and supporting arms. Enemy casualties were unknown in this encounter.
Co M 3/1 made contact with the enemy on 11 June as the enemy was attempting
to withdraw. There were two instances of mining along Route 545.

'd. Terrain and Weather

(1) Terrain Features., The terrain on the AQ was predominately moun-
tains lying on an east-west axis bisected by the SONG CU DE and Elephant
Valley. There were numerous streams throughout the area. The mountains
on the north side of the AQ ran up to 5000 ft and up to 2000 ft on the
south., Route 545 bisected the AO along Elephant Valley in an east-west
direction. . . - ] o : B

(2) Weather. The area was under the influence of the SW monsoon
during the operation. The mornings were hazy, clearing up around 0800H=-
0900H and remaining clear until afternoon when thunder storms took over
and lasted until evening. ' '

b, MISSION. SLF BRAVO conducts an amphibious operation in QUANG NAM
Province to find, fix, and destroy enemy forces, caches, and installations
in the A0 and/or such other operations as agreed with CG III MAF or his
designated representatives. .

5. CONCEPT OF OPERATION
a., Landing Plan/Scheme of Maneuver. On D minus 1, condncted air operations

to interdict enemy movement and eliminate obstacles. On D-Day SLF

conducts a coordinated amphibious assault landing helicopterborne and waterw

borne forces in the AO making maximum use of CAS, artillery, and NGF »rep

fires., The operation was conducted in two phases.

b. Phase I. Cormencing at H-Hour, elements of the landing forece landed
over BLUE BEACH in IVT's and by helicopter in LZ EAGLE. Surfacs landed forces
conducted linkup with helicopterborne forces at objective No. 1 in the SONG
CU Di.(Elechant) Valley in order to sstuzblish a fire su;port base for future
operations. Two —ifle companies were helo landed in LZ FALCON at about H

2" 7 7 Enclocure (1)
SECAET-NOFORN
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SECRET-NOFORN

plus 2o Also, during Phase I, at 081040H June 1968, CTG 79.5 determined that
the Landing Force was firmly established ashore and advised the CATF of
this fact, At 081400H June 1968 operational control of SLF BRAVO was
passed to CG IIT MAF who simultaneously passed OPGCON to CG ist MarDiv,
This plaged the entire SLF (Hg, BLT, and Aquadron) under OPCON of CG
ist MarDiv. The Alpha Command group of the SLF had been co-located
with the BLT Command Rpsto While it was determined that the funetion
of command may be satigfactorily exercised from an advance position

such as this, it soon became apparent that the relatively sophisticated
means of communications and eontrol aboard the LPH could be of great
assistance and should be utilized. Ultimately, the SLF Commander divid-
ed his time between his CP on the LPH and the small command group in the
field., This method worked well,

Mechanized forces attacked westward alongrRoute 545 to assist heli-
copterborne forces in seizing Objective No. 2 and 3 and in conducting

i
i
F
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2a Enclosure (1)
' SECRET-NOFORN

e .. T, st -

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

T

RET-NCFORN

sesre™ sl destroy onerstions in and adjacent to Elephant Valley e-=st of
Fhase line TOR0. .

‘'min  Phase TI. The londing forze eonducted operations to find, fix
and ”=s+”oy enemy Forﬁes 1n AQ west ~f Phase 11ne TOR0 by estnhhshm7

through the entlre AO to the,eestern llmit.
b. Supnerting Fires

(1) Air Support condusted LZ preparation followed by helicopter-
borne assaults. CAS was provided on call during the entire oper~tion.
Armed UH-TE®s with TAC {A) provided escort for assault helicopter lifts
and limited CAS for assauli troops. Unarmed UH-IE®s provided tactical
CP, nbservation, recornaissance, snd NiF/srtillery/air spotting support.

(2) Naval Gunfire. Provided LZ preparation fires and conducted
counter bettery fire ac nscessary. Call fires were utilized against
targets of opportunity.

73}  Artillsry. Artillery support was provided for the assault
from a precvesitioned direct support artillery battery and from in=country
resources, The attached 4.2 inch Mortar Battery was landed as soon as
possible to reinforze the fires of the artillery battery. The srtillery
.hll landlnu‘

6, ZXECUTION - L

a. Operation SWIFT 3ABER, in suppert of ITI MAF in ICTZ, wes
iritisted by COMSEVENTHFLT 040357 June 1968 (initiating divective), 1st
arDiv recommended the assizned mission which was approved by CCM3ZVENTH-
FLT. CT5 79.5 0501122 Junb8 assigned tasks for the execution of this

[OR Re3

mission.

b, D-Day was estatlished ss 7 June 1968 w1th H-Hour at 0700H. CQM-
SEVEETEFLT 0508027 June 1968 ordered execution. . ,

¢. The operation wss ceonducted in two pheses. During Phnse I, the
besic nlan for Operation ZWIFT S.BER was to conduet 2 surface landing

ovar o UE BRICH dn IVT?s in coordination with » helicopter landing in

17 EAGLE (ATBA1856), The two forces linked up on Objective MNo. 1 in

order o establish a fire support base for further operations. Two rifle
compenies were landed in LZ FALCON (AT819865) at H plus 2. The mech-

snized force attacked westward along Route 545 to assist in seizing Obe
Jectives No, 1 end No. 3, and in conducting search and destroy operstions in
and adjrcent to Elephant Valley east of Phase line TORO. During Phose

IT, the l=nding forces wers to conduct overations to find, fix, snd

destroy enemy forces within the AC west of Fhase line TORO estahlishing

a helicopterhorne force 2t the western end »f Elephant Valley and by

streeping through the entlrn A0 to the eastnrn 11mit

2y
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de On D=Day at 0700H; L/3/1 moved by IVT across BLUE BEACH (hT932845)
and up the SONG CU DE to the assembly area (AT895825) where the BLT's tanks
had Been pre-positioned on D tinus 1, M/3/1 moved simultaneously by heli-
copter to LZ EAGLE (AT861856), securing that pertion of Objective No. 1 and
dispatching a mine sweeping platoon to clear Route 545 between Objective No.
1 and the assembly“arego_ Link-up with the armored convoy took place at
1000H. M/3/i was follewsd into LZ EAGLE by Mortar Btry, 2nd Ba, 11th Marines
and the Battalion CP. One VC KIA in vieinity of L7 FALCON by HU-1E gumship.
. es At 1105H, K/3/1 was landed in LZ FALEON (AT819865) securing that
portion of Objective No. 2 for the immediate arrival of L/3/i. L/3/1 moved
with an armored column of tanks and amphibious tractors along Route 5hs,
linked up with M/3/i at Objective No. 1 and continued to ATB830858 where
the Battalion Command Post was established. M/3/1 continued searching
Objective Noo i as K/3/1 and I/3/1 began searches in Objective No. 2, Mortar
Btry was established in a fire support base at LZ EAGLE with C Btry,
1st Bn, 1ith Marines, with one platoon from L Co. supporting that maneuver
from the vicinity of the:Assembly Area.

f. On Dplus 1, Co M completed search of Objective No. 1 and was helo
lifted together with Mortar Blry and C Btry to the location of the Bn CP
(AT830858) where a fire support base was established by 0945H, Co L
searched along Route 545 up to and including Objective No. 3. Co K and Co
I continued searching Objective No. 2 and found no evidghce that the enemy

had been there recently, SLF BRAVO chopped to the 1st MarDiv at 081400H
June 1968, -

go On D plus 2, Co I and Mortar Btry were helo-liftted into LZ CONDOR
VIC (ZC 131843) at 1020H. Btry C was relocated st Objective No. 3 (ZC 204
B45) by CH-=53 helicopters. The LVT®s and, Co M remained in place with the
CP, ' Searches were conductea in Search Aress (S "E" AND "H",

ho On D plus 3, the CP and Co M were helo-lifted to LZ CONDOR at O0700H,
The tanks and LVT%s with one platoon from Co M returned via Route 545 to the
LSA (ATS39783). Upon reaching its destination, the escort platoon was
helo=lifted back to Co M at LZ CONDOR. Co L searched SA "I" as Co I conducted
search operatiemns in SA “I", SA "K" was covered by a platoon from Co M as
Cb K moved toward SA "G¥, K The cnly evidence of enemy activity discovered was
small campsite found in SA "L by Co I at vieinity of grid ZC 194858,

i, 4n aerial gunner, while on a medevac mission to DPNG DEN (AT836827)
at 1815H, spotted movement of enemy force 50 meters below the radio relay
outpost, Heavy protective fire was brought to bear on the enemy position
by the transport and gunship helicopters, "Sparrow Hawk® aircraft were
launched, inserting & platoon of "M" 3/1 and 400 pounds ot ammgrition ™
in the radio relsy position atop DONG DEN. The drops were accomplished
as clouds and derkhess settled over the area,

Jo On D plus 4, the platoon on DONG DEN Mountain was jeined by the
remainder of Co M which hegan a sweep to the west., Two platoons from Ce L
estgp}ished blncking positions for the swesp and Co K was'retgrned to LZ

- o oo, SRS : ——
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COﬁﬁﬁR"tﬁ“gxnvfﬁé"sbc‘ £y Tor the'firb support b&aa anq?gg;iaeifiﬁ:ihnxsa -
!hé;§weepﬂeonduiiéﬂjﬁﬁzﬂﬁ ¥ produced negative résults,

ke On D olus 5, the zoesroh and destroy cperations in fhase II1 of the AC
vwere continved, Co I moved thronch SA "H" to the CP. Co K Searched SA "D*
and "E", One platoon frow Co K was helo=lifted into SA "C", and a platoon
from Co L wus lifted into 34 "M", A second platoon from Co L was lifted into
SA "C*, TUpon completion »f their micsions; these throe platoons were lifted
from their respective Search Areas and ploced in Objective No. 3 2t 1945H.
A1l companies maintsined night dafersive positions in the vieinity of L7
CONDOR and Objective Wa, 3.

1, On D plns b, o T inrastigated a “robable oseape route used by the
enemy in ATE0S4 grld SOURTE S fWﬁthuraK—x . . the Prtralion commenced at
0710H and wes completnd@5§"1015Ho Th " was movsd Lo the position of the
2nd Bn, 7th Marines at 1210H, By i?“' X Co L had been 1lifted from LZ_ RAVEN.
“-BH-53 helicopters lifted Btry C at 17 "1, The relay station on DONG DEN
Mountain was the last elems..* of the LI to be removels HE FES3ynl? helo=
1ifts had been completed, — '

7. COMMAMDER®'S ANLTYSIS

as, Planning ' -

(1) On 3¢ May 1968, IIT MAF requested ‘that planners from ARG/SLF
report to the Ist lMarine Division CF at DALANGAICG TTT VAF 290308Z).

(2) SLF/ARG plassors continued to visit the 1st Marine Division on a
daily basis in order to keep abreast of the situation.

(3) The nlanning continuec until  ‘the issunance of the final order on
4 June 1968. Durinz the planninz phase, the followinz tasks were accomplished:

{a} Intelligence was obtained from current INTSUMS, =zrea
studies; =n? throurh liaison with in=country units. Maps were obtained from
the 1st Marine livision, : '“”

(b} Logistic sup ort orocedures were arrangsd.

(c) Radio frequencies were obtained and tliz comrunic-tion
plrn was issued. - L

(&)} The 10 was avreed upon Lnd command rel tWOHShlbs iere
finalized. - - LT e T

(e} Arrangements were made for the positioninz of a li.ison
team with the lst Marine Division.

(f) A Naval Gunfire support ship was requested and a destroyer
was assigned in support of the LF,

5 Enclosure (1)
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and coordination for the pre-positioning of the direct support artillery
battery was completed.

(h) Close air support resuirements were determined end
requssted. Additional support consistlng of four armed and one unarmed
UH-1E A/C was requested.

b.  Command Relationships. Operation 3WIFT SABLZR was an amphibious
operation with command relationshlps in accordance with NwWP-22 (B) Liaa
ison was established witl Headquarters, 1st Marine Division.

Co Supporting Arms ,

(1) Artillery

(a) Artillery support of the landing force was provided by
the batteries attached *o the BRLT (Rtry "C". 1st Bn, 11th Marines and Mortar

Btry, 2nd. Bn, 1ith Marines) and the {1tk Maririe Regifient—which was {n Feneral
support of the Landlnbf¥§a§e fow-the entire operatlon.

(b) Btry "C" ras prempositioned on D minus 1 in the vieinity
of "G" Co, 2/7. This enabled the battery to provide dirsct support to the
operation in the form of "prep-fives™ sl "on-call" fires as the operation
comnenced.

-

(e) The Nortar‘Btry by h .
in 17 EAGLE in order to establish a fire support base within the &0 and
to reinforce the fires of the artillery battery.

(d) On D plus 1, Btry "C" was helo=lifted by CH-53 helicopters

from its initial position “iﬂlnlty grld (nT898821) to fire sup ort base within

the AC. . ) e

(2) HNaval Gunfire

(a) The U33 HULL (DD=945) was assigned in direct support of the
Am-hibious Task Force end provided fire support throughout the operation.

(b) The U33 HULL was on station and firing prep fires prior
to H=Hour.

(¢) “hile the U35 HULL was under the OPCON of the Amphibious
Task Force, a total of 1743 rounds of 57/54 ordnance was expended in supsort
of the landing force.

(3) Air Support )}

(a) Close Air Support (CAS) by fixed wing aircraft was used
extensively on D minus i to prep landing zones and burn off any vegetation
which might endanger A/C on DsDavo‘mmu_

6 T Bnclosure (i)“
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(b) 2 total of 40 attack sorties were flown in support of
Operation SWIFT SABEP expending 27.70 tons of bombs, 21,75 tons of napalm,
256 rockets and 11,500 rounds of 20mm ammunition.

(¢) Augmentation of 1 unermed UH=IE and 4 armed UH«IE's
was requested for D-Day (two were requested thersafter) to serve as escorts
and to provide timely CAS. A total of 240 sorties were flown, 88 rockets
expended, and 22,000 rounds of 7.62 machine gun ammunition fired in support
of the operation.

o, (a&}- Fire Support Coordination

(a) Coordination of supporting arms was in accordance with
current amphibious doctrine with control =nd coordination under the CATF
in the Supporting Arms Coordination Center (SACC) aboard the Flagship.

FoErY

(b) Iiaison was established in the First Marine Division
FSCC at DANANG to coordinazte the fires of the 11lth Marimes and to clear
roquested areas for the fires of the First Marine Division artillery.

(¢) Clearance to fire within the A0 was initially issued
from the SACC aboard the flagship. At 070918H, the BLT FSCC announced that
it was established ashore., Ground clearance was coordinated through that
agency for the duration of the exercise. Due to poor communications and
the high volume of air traffic, control of supporting arms was retained in
SACC until 091520H, at which time control was passed ashors. SACC continued
to assist the BLT FSCC whenever possible. .~ . - ...

EXy

d. Communications

(1) During Operation SWIFT SABER, radio silence was in effect on
tactic2l nets until ¥ minus 1, The SLF TACLOG net continued normal operations
between the TACLOG groups aboard ARG shipping. On-line and off-line snevryp.
2iom -were omployed on this net as recuired. Any curtailment of trafii. over
this net would in itself have been suspicious. The same principle applied
to air control nets which are in use 24 hours a day regardless of whether or
not there is an operation in progress. Naval gunfire and artillery mpats were
agtivated at about H minus 12 in order to control prep fires.

(2) Geographic featuresz of the A0 made it necessary to place a radio
relay team on top of DC!" DTN Mountain in order to relay message traffic from
peint to point within the A0, and to and from the units outside the AO. The
altitude of this position, its inzccessability by roady—ed-the resirictlvs "
1imitations of its boundaries prohibited placement of oneline cryptographic
equipment there. Thus, effective use of the KY-8 was denied SLF units through-
out the operation. Avpropriate use was made of off-line encryption materials
such as the KAC=":C and KAK-PAG, however, although the KAK-QAC rmmersddl = code
was useful, *h> K K-PAG operational code proved to be clumsy and overly time
consuming for rapidly chenging tactical situations.

-7 = * Enelosure (1)
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(3) The requirementg to monually relsy ftraffic pointed up a need
for retransmission e~uinment. Additionally, in the planning phase, it
became clear thet personnel suzmentotion would be necessary. The subsequent
operation showed that permanent additions to the SLF T/0 would be feasible.

(4) Other than the demands made by geozraphy, the greatest nsroblem
in maintaining satisfactory communications was the number of units assigned
to each FM frequency. In many instanees, there were inordincte delays in
passing traffic due to inadvertent interference by firiemdly units.

e. ILogistics

(1) SLF planners attended conferences at First Marire Division
Headquarters concerning the supportability of operation SWIFT SABER. It
was mutually agreed that an LSA would be established ashore at LZ #460 in
the vicinity of 2nd Bn, 7th Marines CPe All supplies and equipment embrrked
in ARG/SLF shipping, except LFORM and mount-out blocks, were to be off-
loaded and staged near the LSA., All recupply was accomplished frowm the
ARG/SLF shipping, The one exception to thisz was Class III (POL), which was
obtained from the FLC POL farm nearby. '

(2) On D-1 (6 June) the AT Plt, Truck P1lt, and 105mm Battery were
offloaded over RED REACH CAUSEWAY. The following day general unloading
commenced at 1100H with the AKA unloading over TIEN 3HA RAMP and the LPH,
1PD, and %SD utilizing RED BEACH CAUSEWAY. All ships were comple ieds
offloaded by 081630H Juné8. )

(3) The LSA was run by BLT 3/1 with the PLT 54 as the overall
coordinator. All resupply requests were relayed from the LSA via the
SLF TACLOG net to the IFH where arrangements wore made reruiri-- resupply.

(4) Twe minor logistical problems were encountere” cuwrang »reration
SWIFT SABER. ' ) o — -
(2) Supvlies and equipment were offloaded and staged 2t the
LSA before they wore properly organized and sot up. This created confusion
during the first two days of operation but it never hindered the resupply
oeffort from the LSA. o '

(b} Company commanders were waiting until late in the after=-
noon or many occasions to request resupply, when they should have been
ordering one day prior to need. Night resupply was required on sore occasions
hecause the resupply reguest were received so late in the afternoon.

. . Enclosure (1)
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8. READINESS OF THE SLF

ao. OSLF BRAVO embarked in ARG shipping, con51sting of the USS VALLEY
FORGE (LPH-8), the USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2), the USS THOMASTON (LSD-28), and
the USS WASHBURN (AKA-108), is prepared to respond to any contingency
which may arise within the Seventh Fleet Area of Operations. Continuous
emphasis is being placed on personnel, training, supply and equipment
readiness,

9. COMMENTS. The follow1ng comments on BLT 3/1 and HMM=164 After Action
Reports are included:

a. BLT 3/1 comments favorably on the establishment of the relay station
on DONG DEN Mountain., The SLF also depended heavily upon the services of the
relay station and intends to establish sufficient relay stations in the
future to maintain vital nets whenever terrain or distances involved indicate
that normal communication arrangements might prove inadequate.

be Comments as contained in the HMM-164 AFTER ACTION REPORT for Operation
" SWIFT SABER have been reviewed by SLF BRAVO and appropriate action is being
taken, Objective evaluation of this type is vital to increased efficiency
and successful future operations.
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1. DESIGEATTON

Special Landing Force

Bravo (TG 79.5)

BLT 2/7

HMM-265

1=3 July 1968
4=31 July 1968
1-31 July 1968
131 July 1968
1.30 July 1968

31 July 1968

PART T

- ORGANIZATTONAL DATA

ofimm M

Colonel W. A, BUTCHER  1-31 July 1968

B g

LSRG T

LtCol C. E. MUELLER 1-30 July 1968

LiCol L, E. WATSON 31 July 1968

LtCol R. J. EDWARDS 1-31 July 1968

<~ ATTACHED UNITS
FONE.

USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH-8)
USS TRIPOLI (LPH-10)
USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2)
USS THOMASTON (J.5D=28)
USS WASHBURN (AKA~-108)
USS MERRICK (AKA-97)
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STAFF_OFFICERS

Executive Officer

LtCol R. A, MASCN

g A

Lol R, D. ALEXANDER

LtCol R. B. SPENCER

Se-1 Capt M. PALLO JR.

S=-2/40

Capt J. H. STRASSER

S=3 L{Col R. D. ALEXANDER

Maj J. R. W. COCHRAN

ItCol L, E, WATSON

Maj J. R. W, COCHRAN

Asst S=3

Asst S-3/ Air Officer

Maj J. R. W. COCHRAN
=d0m

Maj C. F. MOSER

FSC Capt C. D. BERGER

‘Maj C. L. MCELEENY
S Maj J. R. CATON

Corm Officer

AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH
USMC OFF

SLF. STAFF 11

1stLt 5. D. RAMSPERGER

USMC ENL
L7

1-9 July 1968
10-17 July 1968
18-31 July 1968
1-31 July 1968
1=31 July 1968
1-9 July 1968
10-20 July 1968
21=27 July 1968
28-31 July 1968
1-9 July 1968
21-27 July 1968
1-31 July 1968
1-2 July 1968
3=31 July 1968
1-31 July 1968
1-31 July 1968

USN CFF USN ENL
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On 1 July ARG/SLF-ERAVO was located at Subic Buy, Repmblic—of tHE PNTLIPPINES,
The first three days of July for BLT 2/7 and HMM.265 were devoted te training
in EXERCISE HILLTOF XX, On 3 July EXERCISE HILLTOP XX was terminated, final
liaison was conducted with the 9th MAB REHAB coordinator and BLT 2/7 was back-
loaded en ARG shipping. The transfer of BLT 2/7, HMM-265 and SLF Staff persone
nel and equipment from the USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH~8) to the USS TRIPOLI (LPH-10)
was accomplished on 3=4 July.

During the period 5 to 7 July the ARG/SLF was enroute te the Republie of
VIETNAM, During this time planners from the SLF attended a conference at
First Marine Division Headquarters at DANANG and then proceeded to PHU BAI for
a pre-operation conference with Task Force X-Ray.

On 7 July the ARG/SLF was off DANANG harber and liaison and planning for
Operation EAGER YANKEE continued with personnel of the SLF and various inh-coun-
try units, CTG 79.5 presented final plans for Operation EAGER YANKEE to the CG
First Marine Division on 8 July. The plans, as presented, were concurred in.

Operation EAGER YANKEE began on 9 July with H-hour at 0500H and I-hour at
0600H. BLT 2/7 conducted a coordinated ampbibious assault with Company E land-
ing in two waves of IVI's over GREEN BEACH (ZD 065147) at 0500H, At OG00H,
HMM-265 simultaneously helolifted Company G into LZ PINE (ZD 085097) and Company
H into LZ CEDAR (ZD 070102). All landings were unopposed. BLT 2/7 expanded
their positions and continued their operation in the VINH-LOC/PHU TU Districts
of THUA THIEN Province. Operational Control of BLT 2/7 passed to Task Force
X-Ray on 12 July. On 13 July BLT 2/7 commenced wide ranging operations in the
PHU THU District which continued until 15 July, At 160700H BLT 2/7 was helow
lifted to 1Z OAK (YD 948008) and BIRCH (YD 953996) . and chopped to the OPCON of
5th Marines to participate in Operation HOUSTON IV. BLT 2/7 operated with the
5th Marines in the vicimity of Troy Mountain (YD 9498), uncovering large quantities
of weapons, ammo, food and other supplies, On.22 July an amphibious withe
drawal was conducted. Operation EAGER YANKEE terminated at 221200H July and the
amphibious withdrawal was completed at 221535H July 1968.

During the period of time Operation EAGER YANKEE was in progress, planners
from TG 7605 and 79.5 met with reprasentatives of the First Marine Division
regarding Operations in the vieinity of GO NOI ISLAND. This was later changed
to the area as defined in COMSEVENTHFLT msg 211138Z July as supplemented by
msg 211400Z, The cods name SWIFT PLAY was assigned to the operation and final
plans were completed and presented to CG First Marine Division on 22 July. The
plans, as presented, were concurred in and H-hour was set.for 230900H. It is
worthy eof note at this point that within a2 timespan of 17 hours the landing
force withdrew from combat, embarked aboard ships, sailed to an operating area
68 miles south of the VINH LOC area, executed an amphibious assault and was
in combat again. Operation SWIFT PLAY commenced on the morning of 23 July with
an artillery prep of landing zones SHEPHERD (BT 005476) and CHAPMAN (BT 046480)
from 0730H to 0855H. The first helo wave touched down in 1Z SHEPHERD at
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- 0903H, BLT 2/7, lifted by HMM=-265, continued the build 1p ®a-th&FZ and ...
developed the positionse No enemy contact was reporteds By 24 July .ue
landing force was firmly established ashore and at 1600H OPCON of BLT 2/7
was passed to CG III MAF who in turn passed OPCON to the First Marine Divis«
ion who further passed it to 27th Marines. ARG/SLF BRAVO remained i1 supa
port of Operation SWIFT PIAY to the end of the reporting period,

During the period 28 to 30 July, cargo from the seatall shipping, USS
WASHBURN (AKA-108), was transferred to the USS MERRTICK (AK]-B?) whick 3Ioined
the ARG on 31 July.

The 9th MAB inspection team conducted an inspection of BLT 2/7, HMM-265
and SLF staff during the period 29 to 31 July,

SECRET=-NOFCRN
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SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

3 July Exercise HILLTOP XX terminated. Began transfer of BLT 2/79
. HMM..265 and SLF Staff from USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH-8) to USS
TRIPOLI (LPH-10), Backloaded BLT 2/7 into ARG shippinge

B July Transfer from USS VALLEY FORGE to USS TRIPOLI completed.
5.7 July ARG/SLF enroute to RVN
5 July SLF planners made liaison with representatives of the 1st
: Marine Division for planning Operation EAGER YANKEE.
8 July CIG 7%.5 presented plans for Operation EAGER YANKEE to CG
ist Marine Divisioneplans were concurred ine
9=22 July SLF BRAVO participated in Operation EAGER YANKEE.
10 July CG 1st Marine Division visited BLT 2/7 in the field.
12 July CG Task Force X-Ray visited;CTG 79,5 aboard USS TRIPOLI.
16 July CIG 7905 copducted liaison visit to G-3, 1st Marine Division.
20 July ' SLF planners effected liaison with persomnel of the 1st Marine

-Division in preparation for a forthcoming amphibious operation.

22 July CTG 79,5 and Staff Representatives presented final plans for
Operation SWIFT PLAY to CG 1st Marine Divisionj plans were
concurred iny Operation EAGER YANKEE terminated, BLT 2/7
backloaded on ARG/SLF shipping. Completed loading at 1535H.

23 July Operation SWIFT PLAY commenced 0900H and continued into the
next reporting period.
28»30 July Transfer of cargo and vshicles of seatail shipping from the
USS WASHBURN (AKA-108) to USS MERRICK (AKA-97).
30 July %%F&ffxg Ee WAPSON asstmsd ommand—efs ELT-8/7 frafi LtCek-C. By~
ELLER. , : '
29=31 July Tnspection team from 9th MAB inspected BLT 2/7, HMM-265

and SLF Staff,

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET-NOFORN PART IV
CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE COMMANDS

AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

VAppendix 1 _2 .G III MAF 0202407 JUL6S
2" CTG 76,5 0215527 JUL68

3G 1st Marine Division 0600127 JULGS
CTF 76 0607507 JULG8

” COMSEVENTHFLT 062340Z JUL68

A

&6 CTG 7605 071256% JUL6S
| 77 CTG 76,5 080825Z JUL68
¥ " COMSEVENTHFLT 080912Z JUL68
7-_CTG 79,5 1022372 gums '
s6- CG 1st Marine Division 110200Z JUL68
‘¢~ CG III MAF 1102087 JULS8
[R7 CIG 79.5 1118412 JUL68
+3 ¥ (G 1st Marine Divsgign,,,,1301'b"bz JUL68
74" Task Force X-Ray 150853Z JUL68
457 Task Force X-Ray 1509552 JUL6S
/& “Task Force X-Ray 160135Z JUL6S
/7 -CIG 79.5 180740Z JULES
/% © CIG 79.5 1911232 JUL68
"7 -ee IIT mf:: 2023127 JULGS

<20 - COMSEVENTHFLT 2101167 JUL68

2/ “CTG 76,5 2014597 JULGS
<22~ COMSEVENTHFLT 2101247 JUL68

23 ¥ CIG 76,5 SToilz JUiss
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!JAppend:'Lx 2
J Appendix 3

Appendix 4
! Appendix 5

! Appendix 6

DECLASSIFIED

Z#- CTIG 76.5 2106127 JUL6S
RSE - OTG 76.5 2111302 JULSS

& ¥ COMSEVENTHFLT 2111387 JUL6S

®7 * COMSEVENTHFLT 2114007 JULE8
2 " CTG 7905 2114212 JUL6S

&4 " COMSEVENTHFLT 2206382 JULES
20 7 CIG 76.5 220806Z JULSS

F/_+ CTIG 76.5 2208317 JULES

W2 - COMSEVENTHFLT 2212227 JUL6S
28 - CIG 76.5 2301192 JULSS
24 - CG TIT MAF 2404107 JULGS

JE 7 CTG 7605 240543Z JULGS
S v

% _CG ist Marine Division 240740Z JULGS

Command C’hronology, BLT ZL) ¢ ’)r()g .

Command Chronology9 HMM-.26; 5

SLF After Aetion Report EAGER YANKEE

BLT 2/7 After Actlon Report EAGER YANKEE/HOUSTON IV <

Aqa/

H}mm265 After Action Report EAGER YANKEE

,
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1134 JUL 68 mom.:
6 76,5707 13,5 lisc
BERS VILL im'

ILL ﬁe CUBL. PT 'FIRST AVAIL
or" ARR. r}zsza Bn.Lzrme AND

vILL. CONTACT

PAGE movumuaszmsscaz T ‘
glﬁe mﬁamﬁzﬁ‘rs BE “IADE FROM 2-6 JUL FOR Fm.wmm
l

,ag - BILLET
S ﬁﬁl Re n.- ALEXANDER 8«3 (CTC 7945)
m | Be Yo JOY  Be3 (CTG 7649

VA ‘g‘.;g‘. RUFFINI  S=3 (BLT 2/7)

LCDR. G Do CAMPEELL ~  0IC TACRON 13 DET BRAVO
. CAPT - J. He STRASSER  S=-2 (CIG 79.%) =

--L;":» " “de Re mwmn Be2 (CTG. T6.3)

Se - RA“!“PEPGFP COM0 CCTG 15.5) |

,a. e ?o,sss WaF. LEDR W, CAMPCELL, JR. WJLL ACCOMPANY, R
&, CYF 79,5 DESIRES THAT MAJ YARKE (OIC HIHe265 DET A) A'.mm ~ .
.%Agmm COLF ag HiH-265 REP. o

#ovri\.éﬁrm O
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””'ZZ JUL 68 . : - = S -

1 C& FIRST MARDIV ) D
UYEUAE/CTC SEVENTY SIX POINT FIVE =~
UAE/CTG SEVEN NINE POIKT FIVE = =

CG TASK FORCE XRAY : i o -

O“‘!JU,_G‘»

O
iy
NF
T

SECRET

FROPOSED INITIATING DIRECTIVE REQUEST (U) o

&, COMSEVERTHFLT OPLAN 181-67 : R

EF. CTG SEVENTY SIX OPLAN 18]1=68 -

C. WWP 22B: : :
. ARG/SLF BRAVO AND FIRST ﬂARDIV/TF XRAY FLANNERS HAVE DISCUS-
SED OPN FOR ARG/SLF BRAVO IN THE VINH LOC/PHU THU DISTRICTS OF
THUA THIEN PROV DURING THE PERIOD 8~20 JUL 68, FO'.LOWING INFO
'?OUIDED FOR REQUESTED INITIATING DIRECTIVE.

2, I5SI0N: WHEN DIRECTED ON OR ABOUT 8 JUL, CATF CONDUCT AND
AMPHIR OPN AGAINST VC/NVA: FORCES 1IN THE AOh, IN ORDER TO FIND, FIX,

PAGE TWO RUMHLA B738 SECRET

ABD DESTROY ENEMY FORCES AND CAPTURE 0B PESTROY ENENY MATERIAL

4ND FORTIFICATIONS, AND TO CONDUCT SUCH OTHER OPNS AS AGREED WITH
c: THIRD MAF OR HIS DESIG REP, _

3, CTG SEVENTY SIX POINT FIVE (COMPHIBRON ONE) EMBARKED IN USS
TRIPOLI (LPH-18) TO BE DESIGNATED COMMANDER AMPHIB TASK FORCE (CATF).
4, CTG SEVENTY NINE POINT FIVE (COMMANDER. SLF BRAVO) EMBARKED iN
“cs TRIPOLI TO BE DESIGNATED COMMANDER LANDING FORCE (CLF)o

5, THIS WILL BE AN AMPHIBIOUS OPY IAW REFS A THROUGH €,

6, USS TRIPOLI TO BE DESIG PRIMARY CASUALITY COKTROL SHIP.

T. COMUSHMACV REQUESTED TO PROVIDE ANTI-INFILTRATION/EXFILTRATION
7ATROL CRAFT ANDY TO PROVIDE CAS AND OTHER AERIAL SUPPORT AS
AGREED ON WITH CATF IAW REF A, S ,

7, COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS 1aw REF A AWD C,

9, TWO FIVE INCH THIRTY-EIGHT HNGFS SHIPS WILL BE REQUESTED FROM
CTU SEVENTY POINT EIGHT POINT NINE BY SEPARATE MESSAGE,

13, THE PROPOSED AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA (A0A) IS AS

FOLLOWSs THE LANDWARD AOA IS THAT AREA ENCONMPASSED BY AREA FROM
COAST GRID YDS23266/8 TO YD 852195/2 SW ALONG EAST BANK SONG LOI NOWNG |
/308G DAI GIANG/SONG HA TA/SONG CONG QuaN TO YDS7i192/9 THEN NORTH
AND SOUTHEAST ALONG COAST TO ZDBESBQEIQ '

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YtAR INTERVAI.S
" DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 7~
non DIR 5200 0~
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ZDZA7182/4, THEN EAST ALONG‘?OAET"TE’Zbrigrgg7g‘yﬂg SEKWERUﬁEUA"f”"””’””

IQ THAT AREA ENCOMPASSED BY A TWENTY FIVE MILE ARC STRUCK T0
© GEAWARD FROM ZDg2@1867/7. THE AIR SPACE ABOVE THAT FROM
' UURFACE TO 25,808 FT MSL SHALL BE INCLUDED IN THE AOA. A FREE
TRAKNSIT AREA FOR AIRCRAFT WILL EXIST ABOVE 7,000 FT IN AODA.
- {t. SPECIAL INSTRUCTICNS:
fo WHEN FIRMLY ESTABLISHED QSHORE AND WHEN MUTUALLY AGREED
G0N BY CATF AND CG THIRD MAF, SELECTED ELEFENTS OF SLF CHOP TO CG
THIRD YAF. , .
B, UPON CHOP OF SELECTED ELEMENTS OF SLF TO OPCON OF
IN-COUNTRY COMMANDER, CATF REMAIN IN SUPPORY OF OPERATIONS ASHORE.
. Co WITHDRAWL IAW ANNEX.B TO REF A,
12 TE§TATIVE D=DAY 1S BJUL‘ H AND L HOUR TO BE DESIGNATED
7Y CATF, =
13, TERMINATION IAW ANNEX B T0 RLF A, .
14, WECESSARY AMPLIFYING INFORMATION WILL FOLLOW WHEN RECEIVED.
15, CTG SEVENTY SIX POINT FIVE/CTG SEVENTY NINE POINT FIVE
LIAISON REPS SEND., THIS IS STTREP TWOo
CD‘,A o e
Y3 L ;iim,ﬁgg+f;7;

M io o e
e bt e ek
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“rY S8 , | o
0687597 JUL 68 s =
P. CTG SEVEN SIX -~ . S F
Tr ZEN/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE -
© ZEN/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE .

. INFO RUMHLA/CG TASK FORCE XRAY )
o7 | s ==

CSECRET oL Em : ]
PR0POSED INITIATING DIRECTIVE REQUIREMERTS (W)

e

‘Ps COMSEVENTHFLT OPLAN 121~67 o - I
‘= CTE BEVEN SIX OPLAN 10!~-68 '

-
%

=S
e

“

Co MWP 223 -
1o ARG/SLF BRAVO AND FIRST MARDIV/TF XRAY PLANNERS HAVE DISCUS~

SED OPM FOR ARG/SLF BRAVO IN THE VINH LOC/PHU THU DISTRICTS OF

THUA THIEN PROV DURING THE PERIOD B=2¢ JUL 68, FOLLOWING INFO
PROVIDED FOR REQUESTED INITIATING DIRECTIVE,

2. HISSION: WHEN DIRECTED ON OR ABOUT 8 JUL, CATF CONDUCT AND
AHPHIS OPN AGAINST VC/NVA FORCES IN THE AOA, IN ORDER TO FIND, FIX,
&) DESTROY ENEMY FORCES AND CAPTURE OR DESTROY ENEMY MATERIAL

AD FORTIFICATIONS, AND TO COMDUCT SUCH OTHER GPNS AS AGREED WITH

6 THIRD MAF OR HIS DESIG REP, '

=t

PAGE TWO RUMFKRV 175 SECRE T

5. CTC SEVENTY SIX POINT FIVE (COMPHIBROW ORE) ENBARKED IN USS
TRIPOLI (LPH~18) TO BE DESIGNATED COMMANDER AMPHIR TASK FORCE (CATF),
4o CTG SEVERTY NINE POIKT FIVE (COMMANDER SLF BRAVO) EMBARKED IN
USS TRIPOLI TO BE DESIGCHATED CONMMANDER LANDING FORCE (CLF),

5. THIS WILL BE AN AMPHIBIOUS OPN IAW REFS A THROUGH C,

€. USS TRIPOLI TO BE DESIG PRIVARY CASUALITY CONTROL SHIP,

7o COMUSMACY REQUESTED TO PROVIDE ANTI=-INFILTRATION/EXFILTRAY
PATROL CRAFT ANDWILL PROVIDE CAS AND OTHER AERIAL SUPPORT AS
"AGREED ON WITH CATF IAW REF a, ' —

€s COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS IAW REF A AND C. . :

Jo TWQ FIVE THCH THIRTY-EIGHT NGFS SHIPS WwILL BE REQUESTED FROY
CTU SEVENTY POINT EIGHT POINT NINE BY SEPARATE MESSAGE. -

t%, THE PROPOSED AMPHIBIOUS DBJECTIVE AREA (AOA- IS5 AS

TOLLOUSs THE LANDWARD AOA IS THAT AREA ENCOMPASSED BY AREA FROM THE
COEST AT YD923266/8 TO YD8521S5/7 S ALONG EAST BANK SONG LOI NONG
<OKG DAY GIANG/SONG HA TA/SONG CONG Qual TO YD971192/8 THEN NORTH
AND SOUTHEAST ALONG COAST TO Zr429292/2 TO ZDA47122/4,

THER EAST.ALONG COAST TO ZD122192/8, THE SEAWARD AOA

I5 THAT ARE« ENCOMPASSED BY A TWENTY FIVE MILE ARC STRUCK TG
SEAVARD FROY ZDP22186."7, THE AIR SPACE ABOVE THAT FROM

0w AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
© DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR IN
O ECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
- "-poD DIR 5200.10 SECRET
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"~ AGE _THREE RUMFKRV #1175 S ECRE

“2URFACE TO 25,008 FT MSL SHALL BE INC‘UDED IN THE Aﬂﬁo A FREE
TRANSIT AREA FOR AIRCRAFT WILL EXIST ABOVE 7,088 FT IN AOA.
110 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIOHS:

A. WHEN FIRMLY ESTABLISHED ASHORE, AND WHEN MUTUALLY AGREED
UPOH Bg gATF AND. Cg THIRD WAF, SELECTED ELEﬁENTS OF SLF CHOP TO €G
THIRD MAF,

B, UPON CHOP OF SELECTED ELEMENTS OF SLF T4 OPCON OF
IN-COUNTRY COMMANDER, CATF REMAIR IN SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS ASHUREa

C. WITHDRAWL IAVW ANNEX B TO REF A&,
1%OCT¥§TATIVE D-DAY IS 8JULs H AND L HQUR TO BE DESIGNATED
3 A ° S
13, TERMINATION IAW ANNEX B TO REF Ao
14s NECESSARY AMPLIFYING INFORMATION wILL FOLLOW WHEN RECEIVED,
15, CTG SEVENTY SIX POINT FIVE/CTG SEVENTY NINE POIRT FIVE
LIAISON REPS SEND, THIS IS SITREP TwO,

CP=4 - e et - —
BT : ' = ; | : T
L]

{ - . S - SRl R g * TLREEL LR mpkal a2 o e e
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SECRET T

T 2523407 JUL ss
i COMSEVENTHFLT 3
70 OTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE
7TG GEVEN NINE PT FIVE , - o
CTF SEVEN SIX : i -
CTF SEVEN NIHE , ; -
CO¥uSHACY . e
~ COLNAYFORV o =
5TE SEVEN ZERO PT TWO PT OUE PT OHE
C"F SEVEN THREE : -
¢TG SEVEN ZERC "T EIGHT : N
28 II1 ¥AF , ) =
INFO CNO ' : - L S
CINCPAC .
CINCPACFLT . E
COMPHIBPAC . 1 : N
GG FYFPAC =
ee FHFPAC (FuD) . L e
¢ FIRST MAY o
CTF ONE ONE FIVE

nY 58858 S e e

o ] W

PAGE TWO RUHEGUL 8557 SECRE T
CHDR SEVENTH AIRFORCE

CIF SEVEWN SEVER _
CTU SEVER ZERO PT SEVEN PT ONE
CG THIRD MARDIV

€& FIRST MARDIV

CTF CLEARVATER

CTG SEVER SIX PT FOUR

CTG SEVEN WIKE PT THREE

CT¢ SEVEN NINE PT FOUR

~'CTE SEVER THREE PT FIVE

TU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE

CTG OKE ONE FiVE PT ONE

CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVER PT TWO .
‘ E CRE T o
CTE 73.2.1.! PASS ADVANCE COPY TO COHUSMACV
EAGER YANKEE INITIATING DIRECTIVE (WD

£, MY OPLAN 1081-87
to SITYATIONs CG III ¥MAF HAS REQUESTED THE EMPLOYHENT OF AN ARG/SLF

- IN SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS I THE ICTZ. COMSEVENTHFLT WILL PROVIDE TG

B

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR mnz
DEGLASSIF!EB AFTER 'iZ_YEA,g, s o
e . Eoemsmeyy T SECRET
ggpijﬁx féiﬁfim |
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" GE THREE RUHGUL 0557 S EC R ET
/7365 AND SUCH OTHER FORCES AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THIS OPERA I0H,
,uIIIATION DIRECTIVE IS FOR PLANNING PURPOSES. THE OPERATION, WHEN
XECUTED WILL BE CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANGE WITH REF A,
2, 1ISSION, WHEN DIRECTED, CATF CONDUCT AN AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION AGAINST
UC/NVA FORCES IN AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AOA IN THUA THIEN PROVINCE
CF ICTZ IN ORDER TO FIND, FIX AND DESTROY ENEﬂY FORCES,

AND CAPTURE OR DESTROY ENEMY

“GATERIAL AHD FORTIFICATIONS AND TO CONDUCT SUCH OTHER OPERATIONS AS
HGREED UPON WITH CG. III MAF OR DEIGNATED REPREENTATIVE, .
o CTE 78,5 (COMPHIBRON ONE) EMBARDEN IN UssS TRIPOLI (LPH1P) DESIGNATED
COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS TASX FORCE (CATF) .

4, CTC 79,5 (COMMANDER SLF BRAVO) EMBARKED IN USS TRIPOLI (LPH 18
uESIGNATED COMMANDER LANDING FORCE (CLF),

2o CONMAND RELATIONSHIP IAW PARA 3., (2) AND (3) OF REF A,

€, CONUSNACV WILL PROVIDE ANTI-INFILTRATION/EXFILTRATION PATROL CRAFT
FOR THIS OPERATION AKD WILL PROVIDE CAS AND OTHER SUPPORT

45 AGREED UPON WITH CATF IAW PARA 1B(1) OF REF A,

To ANPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA (AOA), THIS LANDWARD AGA IS THAT LAND

£REA ENCOMPASSED BY A LINE DRAVH FROU THE COAST AT YD923266/8 RPT YD

PAGE FOUR RUHGUL 8557 SEC RE T

TO YD 852195/2 RPT YD 852195/9 SOUTHEAST ALOWS EAST BANK SONG LOI
rove/so&s DAI GIANG/SONG HA TA/SORG CONG QUAN TO YD S71102/8 RPT
YD $%1102/8 THEN NORTHSRM SOUTHEAST ALONG COAST TO ZD P25¢%2/2 RPT
7D G§9P9? /2 TO ZDB471@82/4 RPT ZD Q47132/4, THEW EAST ALONG COAST .TO

"UED 12218178 RPT ZD122182/8, THE SEAWARD ADA 1S THAT SEA” AREA

ENCONPASSED BY A TWENTY-FIVE MILE AREA 3 |
STRUCK TO SEAWARD FROM ZD@20186/7 RPT ZD223186/7. THE AIR SPACE ABOVE
THE AOA FROM SURFACE TO 25,800 F MSL SHALL BE INCLUDED WITHIN

THE CONTROL AREA, A FREE TRANSIT AREA EXISTS ABOVE. 7.08¢ FT MSL OVER THE
LANDWARD AND SEAWARD AOA.

8o NICKNAME FOR THIS OPERATION WILL BE EAGER YANKEE WITH TENTATIVE

c=DAY 0/A 8 JULY DEPENDING ON TACTICAL SITUATION. H AND L HOURS TO BE

'DETERMINED BY CATF AND D~DAY CONFIRMED BY CATF. UPON DETERMINATION OF

CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS AND WHEN ALL FORCES ARE PREPARED, CATF REPORT TO-
CRIG STATE OF READINESS, FINAL RECOMENDATIONS CONCERNING D=DAY H AND L
HOURS AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO THIS OPERATION. COMMAND TO :
EXECUTE WILL BE BY SEPARATE MESSAGE. SUBMIT FORMAL REQUEST FOR
EXECUTION EARLY WR PRACTICAJTERQONXKOY FOR COMMUNICATIONDELAY. IF
OggGlgéTDR EXECUTE MSG MNOT RECEIVED AT RECOMMENDED TIME FOR EXECUTION,

( - - e mm s

" DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

" GE FIVE RUMGUL 0557 SEC RE T .
PROVAL AND ACT ACCORDINGLY, INFORPINC LT QE:'
9, SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

5. WHEN FIRNLY ESTABLISHED ASHORE, AND -WHEN MUTUALLY AGREED BY
CATF AND C6 I1I MAF REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF SLF CHOP TO CG II1 KAF.
E. UPON CHOP OF REQUIRED ELEMEKTS OF SLF TG .IN-COUNTRY COMMANDER,
CATF REMAIN IN SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS ASHORE,.
C. WITHDRAWAL IAW ANNEX B TO REF A,

" i, TERMIFATION IAW ANNEX B TO REF A,

11, PUBLIC AFFAIRS IAW ANNEX B TO REF A,
12, ACTION ADDEES ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT.

130 DOWNGRADE TO CONFIDENTIAL UPOM TERMINATION.
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F1 016 STVEN SIX PT FIVE

TO0 RUHGUL/COMSEVENTHFLT

INFO RUNMFKRV/CTF SEVEN SIX
RUABOGL/CTF SEVEN NINE

w "Y §§88§ . . . . ¢ e
-2 2712562 JuL 63 .

ROUMUHFA/CONUSMACY
" NUMUGRA/CG III MAF

| RUMHLA/ZCC FIRST MARDIV

WA TE T

Bate o ¥ - NN

v -
S

RUMHAW/CEG FIRST MAW
RUMHLA/CG TASK FORCE XRAY
ZEN/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE
SECRET -

OFERATION EAGER YANKEE CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS (U)

to IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN THE ELEMENT OF SURPRISE AND INSURE
OPERATIONAL SECURITY DURIKG THE INITIAL PHASE OF OPERATION
: ~“GER YANKEE INTEND TO INSERT BY HELO DURING DARKNESS, THREE
T THREE RECON TEAMS BETWEEN 982008H AND 282200H AT APPROXIMATELY
THF FOLLOWING GRID POSITS ZD@93058/8 RPT ZD29S3038/8, ZD055146/4
nPT IDO5514671 AND 'YDS36252/7 RPT YD°56259/7 T0 ESTABLISH TERMINAL

PAGE TWO RUYSUAG 284 SECRET
GUIBANCE FOR LZ'S,

2o Th:. ¥AJOR COORDINATED AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT FOR THE OPERATION WILL
COUMr. 4CE ON D-DAY, 9 JULY 68 WITH A SURFACE LANDING BEING CONDUCTED
UHDER THE COVER OF DARKMNESS COMMENCING AT H-HOUR @8580H AND

CORSISTING OF TWO WATERBORRE WAVES OF LVT®S

TRAHSPORTING ONE

ASSAULT COMPANY OVER GREEN BEACH AT GRID POSIT ZD865147/3 RPT
ZDB54147/3, THE WATERBORNE ASSAULT WILL BE FOLLOWED BY A HELIBORNE
ASSAULT INSERTING TWO COMPANIES AT DAWN (L-HOUR G68QH) INTO LZ
PINE, GRID COORDINATES ZD#85097/9 RPT ZD335097/9 AND LZ CEDAR

ZDB78182/8- RPT ZDE701082/0,

3, CAS, ARTILLERY AND RGF PREP FIRES VWILL BE "USED AS REﬂUIREDo

GP=4 (C-1AULIGSE)
3T S

ﬂERF\BED AT 3 YEQR |
DOV[:E(}LASS“"EB AFTER 1%

oD

c@F %’J_ﬁ

DIR 5200.10

WTERVALS:
VEARS

. = Rk ot o — SRRy

L\ﬁﬁ?’s’
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.

- SECGRET ¢

FaOCYy HE Dla ri f?l;i , I ‘ v

_4UTD ZEN/TS SEVEW SIX PT FIVE R St

FMUGRA/CS 111 MAF

~ RUYSCR/CTYU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PY TwOo

T EY D e :LW‘!I“ iJ

e B r:la B O

;.&iCTC SEVEN NINE PT FIVE ‘
ZEN/USS CENNER 4 o
;Eﬂfuss D°BRIEN
ZEN/CTF SEVEA SIX
RUABGL/CTF SEVEH ﬂinz
SUERAAMA/ZCHNO
RUHHHGA/CINCPAG
RUHHBRA/ CINCPACFLT
“ABQL/CG SEVENTH &F
' ””Fﬂﬂfuﬁ FHFFAC
IMSAS COMPHIEPAC

RUMHAW/CG FIRST MAW
FUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV
FUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV
RiUABOL/CG FMFPAC (FWD) = T
RUMHLA/CG TF X-RAY T T Ee

PAGE IWO RUYSUAG #81 S E C R ET
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_:.’SE G RET

* “Re COMEEVENTHFLT OPLAN 10I-67
B CIF 76 OPLAN 101-68 ..

Co NWP Z2LP) | . ‘ |
o ¢S) ARG/SLF BRAVO.PLANNERS. JAVE »TSCUSSED AN AMPHIBI OUS OPERAT ION
FOR ARG/SLF BRAVO 1u THE QUAZG fAH PROVIWCE OF I CTZ LIRING THE PERI®

23 JW TO 8 ARG 1968, FALMING. INFCRNATIO PRWIDEE F®R REQUESTEL
INITIAT ING DIRECTIVE. . : ‘ : -

“Pnez TWO RUYEUAG 289 SECRET

(S) [ISSION: WHEN DIRECTED ON (R - ABOUT 23 Jii, CATF COMDUCT A
uﬁusmm: AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION AGAINST VC/iVA FORCES IN THE AQA, IN.
ORDER.TO FIND, FIX, AND DESTROY ENENY- F(RCES, AND CAPTUIRE (R DESTR OY
'ENEMY MATERIAL AND FCRTIFICATIONS ANC TO CONDUCT SUCK OF HER OPERATI ONS
AS AGREED UPON WITH CG III MAF (R HIS DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE.
3.°(C) CTG 76,5 (COMPHIDRON ONE) ENBARKEL IN USS TRIPQLI ¢LPH-10) TO
- BE DESIGNATED CONMANDER AMPHIZIOUS TASK FORCE (CATR). = S
40°4C) CT@ 79,5 (COMMANDER SLF ERAVO) EMSARKED USS TRIPQI (LPH-10)
TO BE DESIGNATED COMMANDER LANDING FORSE CCLFY. :
54 CI) THIS WILL BE AN AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION IAW REF A TIRU C, ,
§o (C) USS TRIPQLI (LPH-i®) TO BE DESIGNATEL PRIMARY GASUALTY -
CONTRQL SHIP,

| 7, (€Y COMUSMACY REQUESTED T0 PROVIDE ANTI-INFILTRATI ON/EXF"TLTRATION

PATRQL CRAFT F(R THIS OPERATION ANO TO PROVIDE CAS ANC (FMER AERIAL
SUPPORT AS AGREED UPON WITH CATF IAW REF A,

8 (1D COMAAND RELATIONSKIP IAW REF A AND Ca

9, (C) ONE EIGNT INCH CRUISER NGFS SHIP WILL BE REQUESTED R 01

CTU 70.8,5 BY SEPARATE HESSAGE,

© 18, ¢C) THE'PROPOSED AMPHIBIOUS CDJECIVE AREA (AOA) IS AS FQLL VSt

THE Lnunwnao “ADR IS THAT LAND AREA EUCOWPASSED BY A LINE DRAWN FROM..

eofrugar i\ cz} "

e —— : e

e

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

zas S E ¢ R E r C
L #352/7 SOUTH ro 31‘3@47/1 RPT swuvu Tmucz
At.me SOUTH CAHK SONG BA REN/ SORE €A ‘
TO'BEGIN GRID BTR052/7 RPT ‘BILS53/7. ‘THE SEAWART ACA IS THAT
; COHMPASSED BY 4 25 UAUTICAL WILE ARC. CENTERED AT EI2157/5
15¢/5 BEGINHING TO SOUIH AT COASTAL GRID BT4483§7@/f RPT.
/P NE'LY TO SEAVARC TO BUAOS/A RPT. aufhem 'HERCE A
-LINE TO COASIAL (RIC BIP80735/3 RPT BIOS0T33/3+s THE AIR
AOA FROM SURFACE TO 25,002 FT MSL SHALL < BE INCLIDED
THE_CONTRQL AREA; A FREE TRANSIT AREA FOR AIRGRAFT WILL EXIST.
“FT W, IN-THE SEAWARD AOCA AND 10,808 FT 8BS IN THE.
'BRT OF THE ACA, AWM. AIR € mm 1908
;,:ms THE smvmn mm i

CHIEM/S ONG

Q HED ° Asxm'.. AND WHEN nurmu Aaﬁan BY
,, EDELEMENTS OF SLF CHOP TO €G IIL MAF.:
9 Ec‘z!.zmems OF SLF T0 OPCON OF ‘iu«"wmf

)

S erm le-:uaa 209 S E c RET R a
;maaazﬁ. /CATF REMAIN IN SUPFRT OF oPT .mrlons ASH(RE.
Co WITHERAWAL IAW ANNEX .B-TO REF (a)e
) TENTAI‘IVE D=LAY IS*O/A 23 Jii DEPENDING -ON IAcncAL ' .
.su \TION: H~HOUR TC BE DESIGIATED, aANC D=CAY com‘;_ksza BY CATF.
UY TERMINATION oF 'OPERATIOW wn_:. BE REQUESTED ' IAW ANNEX BTO.

r'll&- ‘(W.NECES\SAR’Y AﬁPLIFY"NG I'\?F(RMATIGM WILL FQ.LG' NHEN;R.ECEIVED-
'»g;'i 343 29 ﬁUG &8 , _ O

AN

Limtne o L ! e dama G e e e eeiaand b D T g .

BL1147/3 THINGE N9 TO BTO39813/8 RPT BIG8513/6

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

T - e e e m e -

<3

1SE VE |

TO R UF ¢ Ah/CTG Sx. 3 SI)’ PT F"VE
RUUF5AA/CTO SEVEW NISE PT FIVE
R UF SaA/CHe '
RYUIUHFA/C &“Uui‘m uVN\I
RUABGL/CHF SEVEN NINE
RUMSBE/C QN AVF (RVN
RUNFKJE/CTE SEVERN ZERO PH TWO PT O!E PT OJE

R UifF SAA/CTF SEVEN TMREE
RUIIUGRA/CG 111 HAF

RUKFSAA/CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGKT -

INFO RUENAAAZCN O = T”fo?//"[ H :l Lég
R UHHHRAZC INCPAC - o

RUHHBRA/ZCINCPACFLT . / 3 :

R UW JisF A/ CO5PHI BPACN
RUHHFLA/CG FiIFPAC _
RUADSL/CG FFPAC (FWT)Y N
RUHSB3/CG PCV
RUMHAW/CG FIRST HAW
RUSHVHI/CHF CNE ONE FIVE

PAGE TWO RUYNBUL 1584 SECRET
RUNUFKA/CHDR SEVENTH AIRFCRCE ..
RUNF SAA/CTU SEVEN ZERO PH SEVEH PT OME.

RUNMF SAA/CHF SEVEN SEVEN

RUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV

RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV

RUMHVP/CHF CLEARWATER -

RU(F“I\{J/Cr{G SEVEN SIX PT FOR

RULF SAA/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FGU’W :
RUAUCB/CHG SSVER NINE PT THREE
RUMFSAA/CHG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE

RUMF SAA/TU SEVEN ZERQ PT EIGHT PH HINE
RUWNVHC/CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT OUE ,
RUMFSAA/ CTU SEVEN ZERO PI SEVEN PT TWO:
BI '
SECRET

CTE 7G.20.1.1 PASS ADVANCED COFY TO COMUSHACYNN
INITIATING LIRECTIVE (D

Ao VY UPLAN 181=87

lo. SITUATION. €G III MAF HAS RE,,@UESIE;{,EE Eé’j}PL’QYHENT‘ .OFA,N AR/SLF

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAI.S

* DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
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$£¢CRFE‘. RUYNBUL, 1534 SECRET . _

DECLASSIFIED

IV SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS Ll THE I (TZa. SO.CEVENTNFLT WILL PR QJITE T3
768.5/73.5 ANL SUCH OTHER FORGCL: A5 AL 0 JLCESSARY FOR RIS

OPERATIOd, JHENW EXESUTE, WILL ©F CUw. 40Tl IR ACCQRUAKSE WITH REF AH.
Ze BISOIGNe WHEW TIRECTEL, CATY €O UCT A0 ALPHILIOUS OPERATION A GINGT
VC/MWVA FORCES IN AMPHIBIOUS CLJECTIVE AXEA Ii QGANG 8A# PRV INCES oF

1CIZ IN ORCER TO FIND, FIX AN LESTROY ENEMY FORCES, AN CAPTIRE (R ©E
STRY ENENY HATERIAL AND FORTIFICATIONS Ail TO CONIUCBUEER 0
gﬁ%gnws AS ACREED UPON WITH CG ITI #4F OR HIS UESIGNATED RE PRESE M

- . , .
3o OTG 76,5 (COMPHIBRON ONE) EMBARLES. Ifi USS TRIPOLI (LPH 1" TES-
IGNATEL COMMANSER AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE CCATF).
4o CTG 73,5 (COMHANUER SLF [RAVO) EXBARZES IN USS TRIPQI (LPH 10
COMMANZER LANUING FCRCE (CLF). oo ' '
S0 =OuUMAND RELATIONSHIP IAY PARA 3X(2) Al (3) OF REF A .
§, COMUSMAGV REQUESTES TO PRWILE AUTI~INFILTRATION/EXFILTRATION PATR o
CRAFT FOR THIS POPERATION AND WILL FiOVILE GAS AMER OBUPPRT AS
AGREE: UPON WITH CATF PARA IB (1) CF REF A. ,
To (C) 9ONE EIGHT INCH CRUISER GFS SHIP WILL BE REQUESTE™ FROM .
STY 78.3.9 : '

- PPAGE FOUR RUHNBWL 1534 SYECRE T

8, AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA (AOA), THE AOA WILL BE PURLISHED BY SEP-
ARATE #ESSAGE.
9. BICKNAME FOR THIS OPERATION WILL BE SWIFT PLAY WITH TENTATIVE T~DAY
23 JULo H AND L HOURS TO BE TETERLIND) 5Y CAFT AN Dw0AY CONFIRMED BY
CAFT, UPON IETERGINATION OF JONCEPY 07 OPIRATIONS AL WHEN ALL F i CES
ARE PREPARZC, CAFT REFRT TO ORIG LTATC OF RCATINESS, FINAL REC GHUE N -
ATION CONCERING S=CAY H ANL L HOUTS AL: OTHER SATTERS RELATING TO
THIS OPERATIGH. SOudAND TG ENECUTE JIL . DE LY SEPARATE A SSA G. SURMIT
FORMAL REQUEST FOR EXECUTION A5 EARLY AS PRACTIACABLE TO ALL O FQR CO1%-
MTIONS CELRYS. IF (RIGINATCi EXECUTE MSG NOT RECEIVED AT REC MMENT = o
OE TINE FOR EXECUTION, ASSUFE APPR OVAL, Ak ACT ACCRLINGQY,
INFORHING SAIGON, S
18. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS | |

Ao WHEN FIRMPLY ESTABLIS'EZ ASH®RE, AIC WHEN MUEALLY A REED BY
CAFT AND CG III MAF, REQUIRSZ ELEGEZNTS OF SLF CHOP TO CG ILI MAF.:

B, UPON CHOP REQUIREL EYEHENTS OF SLF TO IN-COUNTRY COMMANCER, CATF
REMAIN IN SUPPORT OF OPERAVIOLS ASHORE. ,

Ci WITHDGAWAL IAW ANNEY B TO REF A. v
16. TERMINATION IAW ANNEY B TO REF Ao _
1l. PUBLIC AFFAIRS IAQ A.NEX & TO REF A .
13, DOWNGRADE TO CONFIDUNTIAL UPON TERMINAT ION,
GP=4 o
BT -3

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

N |
1158F REIM._ . . N

o P 21%422 JuL 63 : .=
Foi CTG SIVDH Six T Fave = .

T IvE o
ZEN/S1G , EYIEL N e -
NG UL/ oSSV ERT LT - T vl | )3
CLKG/CTF SZVEN SIX , N -
[MMSB/CTF SEVEN NINE - BLT
R Ui IHF A S 01151 1ACY | L = pmn
YYNA/CG FiiF PAC | - § o
i H/C 0:PHIBPAC : :

RUIUGRA/CG III MAF

SDKN/CG FIRST MAW '

RUNHLA/CG FIRST WARD IV.

WASB/CG FiF PAC (FWL)

GUKRB/C OMNAVF RV

ZEN/BLT TWO SLANT SEVEN 7

ZEN/HIN TWO SIX FIVE -

JLKC/CTG SEVEW SIX FT FOWR
S3KC/CTG SEVEN NINE BT FOUR -
RUMNVHE/CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT OIE

PAGE TUO RUYEUAG 273 SECRET

LOKSATS SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT
fuKSACTY SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT HINE
NHAGACST') SEVEY ZERO PT SEVEL PT QUE :
suUKT/CTY SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEWL PT 790
RULFKRE/ TE SEVER ZERG PT TUG PT ""“E PT oNE
ol' '''' =
SECRE 1' -
COVERED WITHORAWAL OF AT 277 (8) '
he GG I1Y MAF 2003107 JIL 60 Cuuial)
Bo COMSEVENTHFLT 2012827 JW. &3 (NMOTAL)
Cr CTG 76.5 OPLAN 181-68 (N {TAL)
Co SIG 76,5 OPLAN 301-69 (NOTALY
Eo NWP 22(8)

Fo MY 14120857 JUN 88 CNUYAL)

1. THIS IS CT@G 76,5 X.EN ¢ THE 200 ULT OF OOWERED HELICGTER
WITHQRAML JERIVES FRQ REF A gm Eo TA"K CRGAMZ LC‘N Aw RE.\‘ C ;

1

Ql\.v bo . E;

2, SITUATION: COASEVEWTNFLT MAS CONCURREC IN THE COW.UCT OF A
WITH:RAWAL OF BLT 2/7 Il THE THUA THIZN PROVINCE OF RE I CTZ,
Ao ENEWY FORCE, IAW REF Lo

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR | NERVALS;
 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS ~
DOD DIR 5200.10 —

acmw\\ ﬂ*a*?igs SECRET

e T L - _was
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DECLASSIFIED
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R e

e

. R, » . _

SECRET . | ff | .
PAGE THREE RUYEUAG 973 SECRE T = : o
Ce FRIENCLY FORCES IAY REF C. '
J¢ GISSIONS COMMENCING AT ®¥-HOWR Gu d-mAY, CONC UC" A CWOVEREZD
HEL TCOPTER WITHLRAWAL O BT 2/7 I0 .ARG SHIPPING ANL REC NST ITU"E
ARG/SLF BRAVO IN TROER TO PREPARZ FOR FLTURE A“lFHIBI oue GPERATIO"'"
4o EXECHTIONS
Ao THIq OF‘ERAT o UILL SR A CO RE, ‘n..L?.'OPTER WITHRAWAL CON UoTEr
Ia¥W REF € THRU E Ad. AS JIRESTZ. 3V CATF. CATF WILL CONCUCT A HELI-
COPTER WITHORAWAL OF LY 2/7 CD.{'}Z‘}CLC 220CL0HE JUL 53, RO LANCING
ZOWE Y 3349875, THUA THIEW F‘“O‘JL)JE. _
La .IC 7L:o53
{17 TAKE STATION IN ALICE AREAS 4S8 FOL TRIPCLI, I-13 VANCOINER,
» J=13 THOMAST.ON, I=?° WASHEBUR Y, J=2.
(2 TRIPOLI CECS i—\m. Cite
(3 CONDUCT WITHORAWAL IAY AUGEX I REF G ANZ THIS QREER,
- (4) THIS ORLER IS EFFECTIVE‘ UFOx RECEIPT FOR PLANNING AND FQR
OPERATION AT 22235ZH7. :
Co TRIPOLI: COWIUCT HELI"'OPTr.R WITH RAWAL OPERATIONS IAW ANNSX L
REF Cg ﬁNu THIS mbERo
~o CORIINATING INSTRUCTI QiS¢
(1) ¥=DAY 22 JUL 63, W-HUWR 3531’19 T0 BE CONFIRMELD,

-

PACE FOU RIUTEUAG YT SECR ET
(Z) ALL SHIPS RENAIN UiLERVWAY.
(3 TG PROCEED TQ ASSI"M" AREAS TO AxnI”E NLT 2203G66H JUL 63,
(4) VANCOWER: & [MEPAXZ. T2 LECEIVE ELEMENTS OF BT 2/7.
(53 HASHS’JI-{IM SEBATH 4 Lu'tll"’" TO ACT AS HEL G SAFETY DTS,
(6) SAFETY L0ATS: TAKE STATION. AS UIRECTED BY TRIPQ I
(7) SAR PHO’JEL URES IAW REF F. ‘ ‘
(&) TRIPA I/VANCOUWVER ‘"..3.5 ;IT SITREPS TO CTG 76,5 AND CT G 7%5
1AW REF C, :
5o ADMINAL JGISTICSAMEDICAL
Ao AULINALOGISTIC/ZMEDICAL IAW REIF =
S, COlANL AND SIGNAL
Ao CATF (CTG 7T6.5/CONPHIER ON ONEY m"luAﬁKLu IN TRLFCLla
Bo SECOND IN COfMANC CO TRIFG..Io o '
Co CTG 79,5 (COMMANDER SPECIAL LAKTING FORCE) EMBARKED IN TRIPG. I,
vo COMMUNICATIONS IAW ANNEX 3 REF C AND D, .
GP=4 (3) 1 AUG 63 '

T o ST e TR o e

" DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SSEORET .
el SD& PT_FIVE

TO WHSUL/C ONSEVENT AFL1

INFO =.KRV/CTF SEVEN SIX .~~~ ""E Jff j’—
WASB/CTF SEVEN NINE ) SELI éy
ZEN/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE 5—/3 /

S UMUKF A MyUShia -

RUMUGRA/CG I1I NAF

RUNHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV -

- DDKN/CG FIRST MAW o o

21 : o

SECRET .

PROPOSE: INITJIATING DIRESTIVE CHARGE X

Ao CTG 16,5 2014592 JuL 65 o , ‘

Bo £G :ST JARCIV 201355 Ji. 67 NCTaL

Co {i4PS: AHS SERILS L 1014, SHESLS 8643 F, IIT AND IV

Lo COWHSEVENTHFLT 2191182 JUL 52 (HOTAL) .

lo £ REQ FOL CHANGES TO PROPOSE. IuITIATION DIRECTIVE REF

A (UE RECENT CHG IN AREA OF EiPLOYGENT OF ARG EPA‘JO, EF B REFERS..
Ao LELETE PARA 9 REF Ao :

PAGE TWO RUYEUAG 693 SECRE T |

8, LELETE PARA 18, REF A. REPLACE ’JITH FOLLOJING: T
PROPOSED AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE ARES (AOA) IS AS FOLLWS. THE
LANJ%ARU AGA IS THAT LAWD AREA ENCO{PASSEL BY A LINE URAWN
FROYM GRIC AT9351/8 RPT ATS351/3 SOUTH TO AT9343/9 RPT
AT 9343/9 THENCE EAST TO BI®24430/71' RPT 2TB044308/1 THENCE NELY
CALONG QUAR DuY X‘J‘t’"I‘/’»IL'm ME SO TCUVLARY TO RAILROAD BT @68477/2
RPT BIBGI477/2 THSHOE [ RTHWEST 2L G0 THE SOUTIWEST SIDE OF
RAILIOA. TG pTa255:3/€ RPT ::.,IJSSJ'.): G THAZUOE WCST AL ONG o CUTH
SILE OF RAILRCAL T2 AT 235143 RPT AT =751/43 THEUCE WEST TO B GLN
RIZ AT51/8 RPT ‘1"953 1/2, THC S"‘\w'/‘R 408 15 THAT SEA AREA
ENCOWPASSED DY A 25 WAUTICAL HILEZ ANC CLNTERED AT ET? R TS5
RPT BIZ2157/5 BEGI’WH‘JG TO EQUTH AT QCA.:TAL GiIu, BIAass 5 1707 1
RPT DT445178/1 NE°LY TO SEAWARS T.O BUAGHD/4 RPT BLMB@B/4
THENCE A STRAIGHT LINE TOQ CCASTAL RIJ BTOZE735/3 RPT BT@SQ?S5/C5«
THE AIR SPACE ABOVE THE AO: FiO! SURFACE TO 25,608 FT MSL
SHALL BE INCLUDED WITHIR THE COITROL AREA. I’REE TRANSIT ‘
AREA FOR AIRCRAFT WILL LEXIST ABOVE 5,838 FT HSxL IN THE SEAWART A
ANL 10,020 FT @SL IN THE LAWDCWARD AOA. ALTHOUGH NOT PART OF THE A,
AN AIR CORRILOR 550 METERS CITHER SILZ OF A LINE CONNECTING THE
SEAWARC AND LAUDWARD A0A IS C"TADLISLEJ F'KON BT254475/3 RPT

O R

LR

PAGE THREE RUYEUAG 898 § E C RET
BI258475/3 TO BT®55475/6 RPT BT 55475/6 INCLU_IRG AIRSPACE
FROM THE SURFACE TO 5,000 FT wSL.

2. THIS ANSWERS REF Eo

£ SRS WNGRADED T 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

/
ECLASSIFTED AFTER 12 YEARS ©
6cp gj\&::; crpies OO0 DR sﬂaung%RRET-

" DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED

oSEGR %T rwn RUSHL A R UNUGA RIGHFA

DE RUYEUAG 135 2ao113@ | ) ,
ZNY SSSS5 ZY0 RUYE A .
02111392 JUL 687
Fri CTC SEVEG SIX PT FIVE

T ML IL/C O SEVENT AELT T [ N o
INFO " CKRV/CTF SEVENL SIX . \ %2: L&;;;19§§ﬁ4
145D/ CTF SEVEN NINE ) ‘ - J

R UMUHFA/ COi1 JSHACY
RUHUGRAZGG LIII MAF
RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV
LLKN/CG FIRST AW

ZEN/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE

SECRET : ' )
PROPOS@INTITI G UIRECTIVE CHAULGE RcﬁESaT SUPPLENE o
Be CI1G 1805 21086122 J
lo ¢S REQ AD FOLLOSING TO ENC OF PARA 1B REF A. "AN ALTERNATE AIN
SORRIOR 540 VIETERS EIGHTER 5I.E OF A LINE CONLECTING THE SEAWARD
ANY LANCWARE AOA IS ESTAIRL ISAED: FRO LT 25647573 RPT KT 25047573
To oT 139433/8 RPT BT 13943373 TO BT 1i3427/3 RPT BT 113427/2 TO BF
95247575 RPT BT B55475/% INCL‘J*I G AW‘PACE FROM SURFACE TOQ 53293 ¢
F7 MSL" .

P-4 _ =

5T ' ' ’ R

DOWNSRADED AT 3 YEin iﬁiERV ‘
 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS ~ v,
- 00D DR 5200 10

. GoPrIZOFL 35:3
DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED
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Sépﬁgl NRITE93i6,

. @ 2111332 JUL 88 _
Fi COQHSEVENTHFLT - B S o ,
FIFSAA7ClG SLVEN SIXK PT FIVE S

RUGFSAR/CTE SEVEN WINE PY FIVE -
RN SAR7CTF BEVEN S1X FHE _

R UMUHFA/C Os1USMACVY

RUAB&L/CTIF SEVEN NINE '

R UMSBB/C GINAVF RV .
RUMFKRE/CTE SEVEN ZERO PT TWO PT- OIE PT. ONE

R UMFSAA/CTF SEVEN THREE NP

e . - - oo - - - - —

RUMUGRA/ZCG III FAF , | :
RUAFSAA/CTG SEVEN ZERO PI EIGHT - || 2200 H Yt 5
1iF O R UENAAAZ CH O - | SR> R m— ,
RUHHHQA/C INCPAC e

R UHHBR A/ CINCPACFLT LR

RUW JiF A/C CMPHI BPAC
RUHHFMA/ZCG FMFPAC | -
RUABQL/CT FHFPAC (FWD) X
JHH DBBEXQCVIPCY _ P
R UMHAW/CG FIRST AW : .

PAGE TWO RUYNBIL 1598 SE CR
RUMNVH:/CTHSONE ONE F E : ‘
RUMUSVIIQ/$4 353,55 =B4194:3 .
UFZHALTCTU SEVEN ZECO VHISEVE#H ITH\:‘L""LR,UE’-%FSAA/CTF MEVEN SEVEN
R UMHVP/CLHT PT O GP '
JUIVAFLRKHHIAEBFCG FIRST MARD ID.
RUMHVP/CTK CLEARW -
~ LE : _
R n - =
RUMF SAA/CTGISEVEN SIX PT FOWR .
RUIIFSAE/CTG SEVEN WINEHPT FOURO
IIAKEB 5,5& 23, 3,3 85 5 433
47,¥=7/CTG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE ,
RUMFSAA/CTY SEVEN ZERC PT ELGHT FT HINE
RUMNVHL/CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT QUE
R%MFSAA/CTU SEVER ZERO PT SEVEX PT TWO '
B (= !
FECRET N . ‘
CIE 78.2.1.1 PASS ADVAYCED TD CO!'&USMACV

3
3

CEFINITION ,,,LEMMMW

A. MY 2108124Z JUL 68 INITIATIGG DIRECTIVE PARA 8.

lo THE LANDWARD AQA WILL BE THAT LAND AREA ENCOMPASISED BY A LINE TRAWN

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
~ DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS o cRET

| E23 LR 5269, "L
S @oPY3IILEN D ?’E
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DECLASSIFIED
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‘secrer @

PA%E THREE RUYNBUL (598 § ECRGzZ

,Fﬁ.{)’ GRIl AT 935178 RPT AT $33t1/2g 975 . 59 -5 9343/9 RPT AT S+
"IR-GE EAST TO BT 534436/1 RPT BT 86443071 J.HE\‘CL JE°LY AL 046G QJAN o uy

AUYEN /QUAN QUE S

N BOUN.ARY TO RAILROAL BT 663477/2 RPT BT “63477’2
THENCE NORTHWEST ALONG THE SOUTHJEST SILE OF RAILROAT TO B 425513/6€
RPT BT (25513/6 THENCE WEST ALO. % SQUTH LICE OF FAILR Oac TO AT 935 173
RPT AT S851/3 THENCE WEST TS 3. G...., I AT 9351/3 RPT AT $51/8, T}

THE

‘SEAWARE AOA IS THAT SEA AREA LW0QirPASLIL BY A 25 HAUTICAL WILE aRC

CENTEREL AT BI 2157/5 RPT BT 2i57/5 BiGILuING T 0 TiE SOUTH AT COASTAL
GRID BT 44517¢/1 RPT BT 445174/1 Wi'iY TC SEAVARD TO RU 4888/4 RPT By
4806/4 THENCE A STRAIGHT LIHE TO COAST AL _G1IC DT 280735/3 RPT Bl 780735/
3, THE AIR SPACE ABOVE THE AQ4 FR Qi SUIFACI TO 25,8556 FT MSL. SHALL
INCLUZED WITHIN THE CONTROL AREA. A 7iEE TRANSIT AREA FR AIRCRAFT WILL
EXIST ADOVE 5030 FT #SL IN THE SEA«J&.I&:L AOA AN 16,800 FT MSL IN HE
LANLWARD AOA. ALTHOUGH ITOT PART OF THE AOA AN AIR CGRRID R 582 METTERS
EIGHER SIVE OF A LINE CON ;\lEuTL»G THE SEAWARD AND LANCWARD AOA IS EST-
ABLISHEL FROI Bl 250475/3 RPT LT 250475/3 10 BI 055475/6 RPI BI 855475/
§ INCLUCING ARISPACE FROM THE SURFACE 00
%@Bd FT MSLo O
GP~4
BT

i

B St XL Al o S -
P e L AR PRI

------
PP

T R R AT D T e L

SECRET'

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

EVEN SIX FT FIVZO .
N NINE PT_FIVE

- ' R %{\@*
[E smu ZERO PT TWO, PT. ounz PT ON C GHe

i RPN \‘UPMQ@
321

T -Rwﬁucmrmsmc

RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC

- RUABQL/CT FMFPAC (FWVD) O

~ _ RUMSBB/CG-PCV '
' RMHche FIRST LV

- PAGE TWO RUYNBUL 1602 SE CR E T
 RUMNVHD/CTF ONE ONE: F IVE -

- . RUMUFKA/CMDR SEVENTH AIRFORCE

' RUMFSAAZCTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT ONE

-‘UHFSAA/CTF SEVZN SEVEN
RUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV

- RUMMLA/CG FIRST MARDIV
RUMAVP/CIF CLEARWATER = -
dgﬂA{CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR

| 5AA/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR
UOB/CTIG SEVZN BINE PT THREE
" RUMFSAA/CTG SEVEN THREE PT FIvZ =
. /RINMFSAA/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE
+  RUMNVHD/CTG ONE 'NE FIVZ PT ONE |
- RIFSAM/CTY SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN P1 TWO

. BT R
SECRET -
CT-70e2,1.1 PASS ADVANCEQ COPY TO A COMUCMACV
',DEFI&IIIOH OF. AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA SUPPLEMENT (U}
- Aa MY 211138Z JUL &8
" “lo-ADD .FOLLOWING TO END OF PARA 1. AEEEEE REF As
. _. - AN ALTERNATE aIR CORRIDOR 5@# METERS EITHER SIDE OF A LINE
VCONNECTING THE SEAWARD AOA AND LANDWARD AOA IS ESTABLISHED FROM .
BT 250475/3 RPT BT 250475/3 TO BT 189433/8 RPT i89433/8 RPT 113427/8
0 BT 8554715/6 RPT BT 05547576 INCLUDING AIRSPACE FROM SUfFigV». L '
10 5,0@0 FT MSL Sl W I
BT k'"‘"'“""""‘CORK.LUI‘LU WPY uﬁﬂ‘ov QLJ.. O'H{Ekb"‘“‘”"‘"‘"""“ P a0 e ¥ .
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i

L\p}
DE RU%UQ@ 32A 2031421

ZNY SSSSS ZY0 RUYE

0 2.1421Z JUL 68

F¥ CIG SEVEN NINE PI FIVE
E

. Byl

TO ZENT7T T FiVEL
‘IW‘?WWWE‘“‘TWN B/ PAGFLT ‘ | T

C/CG FMFPAC
RUMUHF A/COMUSMACY ' ] \1
MMSLL /C OMSEVENT HFLT ' ‘;} UL'(\Q\” H
RUMUGRA/CG III MAF g,g i , V
RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV ' |

RUMHIC/CG AMERICAL DIV CHL
DDKN/CG FIRST MAW

DDKC/CTF SEVEN SIX - i
MMSB/CTF SEVEN NINE YN
RUMHEX /CG 2ND ROK MAR BOE

ZEN/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE
RUMNVHD/CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT OWE
DDKC/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOWR
ZEN7USS TRIPQLI |

ZEN/USS WASHBURN

ZEN/USS VANCOUVER

PAGE TWO RUYEUAG 232A SEC R E T
ZEN /USS THOMAST ON -
BT . =
SECRET SECTION ONE OF TwO
FRAG- RDER NR_OVE FOR OPERATION SWIFT PLIY (1)
A. COMSEVENTHF TYATING DIRECTIVE '
Be CTG 7945 zza-m PLAN
Ce CTG 79,5 COI SER : @11 (TOQ BE ISSUED .-EPARATtLY)
Do MAPS: AMS RVN 1:58,888, SERIES L7041 SHEETS 65481, 66491V,
664111, 66411II.
Eo INTELLIGENCE ANNEX (TO BE ISSUED sammm.%
TIME ZONE: HOTEL
TASK ORGANIZATION
TASK GROUP 795 (SPECIAL LANDING FORCE - (RAVOY CULONEL BUTCHER
BLT TWO SLANT SEVEN . , LICOL MUELLER
HMM TWO SIX FIVE 3 LTCOL EDWARDS
le SITUATION :
ENEMY FORCES

" (1) SEE REF E CINTELLIGENCE ESTIM/IE PUBLISHED SEPARAEL™)
ENEMY FORCES IN OR NEAR THE AOA WHICH U JLIZE BASE AREA {16 ARE
ELEWENTS OF THE FOLLGIING UNITS: R=-28B), V-25BN, D-73N, 3RD SAPPER

'DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
00D DIR 5200 10

WY?K 0N\ g é’“‘f’f"fs |

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED
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e R I
SECRET | -
PAGE THREE RUYEUAG 2324 SECRET '
‘N, BN, GROUP 44 MR-5 HQ, W1 (NVaA) REGI (POSS 1415T) iS7 BN

e8TH ARTY REGT, '1ST AND 2ND BNS 36TH (NVAY REGI ANT 2ND Bl\ 38TH

(NVA) REGT, THE TOTAL STRENGIH OF ELEMENTS OF THESE UNITS WITHIN
THE AOA CONNOT BE DETERMINED DUE TO FLUCTUATIONS AND MOVEMENIS OF
THESE UNITS INTO AND FROM BASE AREA 116,
Be FRIENDLY FORCES. UNITS OPERATING CLOSE PROXIMITY TO AN
WITHIN- THE AOA ARE AS FOALLOWS: :
(1) ATF (76.,5) CONDUCTS AMPH;BLOUS OPERATIONS F(R THE
PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING AND SUPPORTING THE LANDING FORCE ASHQRE.
(2) CG II1 MAF PROINIDES CLOSE AIR SUPPXRT, GUNSHIPS AND
COMMAND AND LIAISON (C AND L> A/C, AS REQUIREL,
s (3 ROKMC OPERATING ON EASTERW ANu NORTHERN BOUNCARIES OF
AQA.

(4) ELEMENTS OF 3/7 OPERATING ON UESTERN BOUNDARY AND IN -

NCRTHE@g' ELEMENTS OF THE AMERICAL DIVISION OPERATING ON
THE SOUTHERN BOUNDARY.
(8) ELEVENTH MARINES PROVICES G/S (REIN) ARTI}..LERY FIRE,
C. ATTACHMENTS. CG III MAF PROVIDES INTERPRETExS, ITT, SCOUT
DOGS, CI, KIT CARSON SCOUTS AND PSYOP TEAM DETACH&“"NTS P‘?I(R 0

PAGE FOUR RUYEUAG 232A SECRET

D"DAYO

2, MISSION, ON (R ABOUT 23 JULS8 SLF BRAVO CONDUCTS A% AMPHIBI QUS
ASSAULT IN AOA TO FIND, FIX ANC DESTROY ENEMY FORCES, CAPTIRE @
DESTROY ENEMY MATERIAL AND DESTROY ENEMY FORTIFIGATIONS IN THE AREA.

5 EXE‘&HM%T, PRIOR TO H-HOUR FIXED WING AND ARTILLER)
INTERDICTION AND PREPARATION FIRES TO CLEAR AND DENY LZ'S TO ENEMY
FORCES. AT H=HOUR ON ©U~DAY SLF CONLUCTS HEL ICOPTERBGRHNE \SSAULT
INTQ THE AOA. THE OPERATION WILL BE CONDUCTED IN TWO PHALYS,

(1) PHASE I =~ THIS PHASEIWL COMMENCE WITH THE ESTAR ISH-
MENT OF THE LANDING F(RCE IN THE SOUTHERN PORTION OF THE A™
AND THE SUBSERQUENT CONDUCT OF SWEEP OPERATIONS SOUTH TO SOLTHERN
AOA BOUNDARY, SUPPRT BY A FIRE SUPPORT BASE ESTABLISHED IN THE
VICINITY OF LZ SHEPHERD (IWO TO THREE CAYS DURATION) .

(2) PHASE II -~ OPERATIONS SIMILAR IN CHARACTER T O THOSE
CONDUCTED DURING PHASE I WILL ALSO BE EMPLOYED DURING PHASE Ii
NORTH OF PHASE LINE TROOPER., A& FIRE SUPPORT BASE WILL E .ESTAB '
LISHEC IN AN AREA TO BE DESIGNATED TO SUPPORT SWEEP OPERATIONS 'O
THE NORTHERN AND LATERAL BOUNCARIES ow THE AOA. (TWO DAYS DmArxnm.

‘Be BLT 277

DECLASSIFIED
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PAGE FIVE RUYEUAG 2324 SECR E T
' ¢1)- AT H=HOUR O¥ D=DAY CONDUCT A HELICOPTERB(RNE LANDING IN
LL°S GREENE, SHEPHERT ANC CHAPMAN
(2) ESTAELISH AND MAINTAIN A FIRE SUPPORT BASE UICINITY
GRID BT 853477,
. (253'> CONDUCT SWEEP OPERATIONS IN SEARCH AREA NRo 1, MR.Z,
AND NR. 3,
(4) DESIGHAIE ONE RIFLE COMPANY AS LF RESERVE TO EE CMMITIED

ONLY ON ORDER _OF C
(3) BE PREPARES TO CONDUCT SWF'EP OPERATIONS IN NCRTHERN

PORTION OF AOA ON CRDER.
Co HMM-265 '
(1> PROVIDE HELO SUPPORT IAW LANDING PLAN. 4
' (2) E PREPARED TO LIFT CONTINGENCY FORCE FROM LPD.
(3 PROVIDE HELOS FOR C AND C, MECEVAC, AND EMER GENCY
RESUPPLY.,
(4> BE PREPARED TO SUPPORT OPERATIONS IN NCRTHERN PGRTION OF
AOA, AS DIRECTED.
D, LF RESERVE. DESIGNATE ONE RIFLE PLATOON FOR SPARR OV HAWK
FORCE TO BE COMMITTEL ONLY ON APPROVAL OF CLF,
E. COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS

PAGE SIX RUYEUAG 2324 SECR E T
(1) CPERATION CODE NAME: SWIFT PLAY,
(2) D-DAY 23JUL68 H-HOLR - TBA. ,,
(3) RULES OF ENGAGEMENT IAW ANNEX H, REFERENCE B,
(4) UNODIR RIOT CONTROL AGENTS ARE AUTHORIZED, MINIMIZE D OWN
WIND HAZARDS TO NON-COMBATANTS OUTSIDE OF AOA CONSISTENT WITH
MISSION.
(5) PSYQOPS TO MAXINUM EXTENT CONSISTENT WITH TaCTICAL
SITUAT 10N,
(6) FSC IAW ANNEX E REFERENCE - B. |
(7) PASSWARDS AND COUNTERSICNS (TO BE 1SSUED)
(8> THRUST POINTS.,
CITIES ~ BT @444
SPORTS = BT 0159
COLORS = AT 5445
AUTOS - AT 9449
(9) REPORTS IAW ANNEX K, RLFERENCE B.
(18) OPERATION OVERLAY (ISSUED SEPARATELY)
(11> GRID DESIGNATORS ARE (AT) ANC (BT> AND WILL BE USEC IN THE
TRANSMISSION OF ALL GRID COCRDINATES DIRING THIS OPERATION,
¢12) LANDING PLAN IAW ANNES I, REFERENCE B, BLT 2/7 PREPARE
GP-4 | =
)

o el R R %}LM"MJM T '

DECLASSIFIED



S ] .\‘jl“

DECLASSIFIED
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VHD
DE RUYEUAG 232B 2831421
ZNY S5585 ZY0 RUYE

%@RE B oAUy !z A VHIDUL RUNIUUNH RUMMLR KUALL DDKN LUKT MESB- ‘
)14 J : : :

02114217 JUL 68
Fot CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE
TO ZEN/TG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE
PG L8 BhAFpRG ACFLT
RUMUHF A/ COMUSMACY

MMSUL /COMSEVENT HFLT

RUMUGRA/CG III MAF

RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV
RUMHIC/CG AMERICAL DIV CHL
DDKN/CG FIRST MAW

DDKC/CIF SEVEN SIX

MMSB/CTF SEVEN NINE

RUMHGK /CG 2ND ROK MAR BOE
ZEN/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE
RUMNVHD/CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT ONE
DDKC/TG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR -
ZEN/USS TRIPOLI

ZEN/USS WASHBURN

ZEN/USS VANCOUVER

PAGE TWO RUYEUAG 252B S E C R E T
ZEN/USS THOMAST ON
BT .
SECRETFINAL SECTION OF TuO
DETAILED PLAN, )

(13) HELO APPROACH AND RETIREMENT LINES (SSE OPERATIONS
OVERLAY) o

¢14) AIR OPERATIONS IAW AGNEX G, REFERENCE Y,

¢15) LANDWARD AOA IS DEFINEL AS FOLLOQS:

THE LANDWARD AOA IS THAT AREA ENCOAPASSEL BY A BOUNDARY

FROM GRID AT 9351 SOUTH TO AT 9343 THENCE EAST TO BT B0443BHENCE
NORT HEASTERLY ALONG QUAN CUY XUFEN/QUAN QUE SON PROVINCE BOUNDAR Y
TO RAILROAD BT $68477 THENCE NORTHWEST ALONG THE SOUT HYEST .
SIDE OF RAILRAGD TO AT S851 THENCE WEST TO BEGIN GRID AT 51
THE SEAWARD APPROACH TO THE AOA IS THAT CORRIDER 588 MEIIRS EIT HER
SIDE OF A LINE CONNECTING THE SEAWARL AN LANCWARD AOA EEIWEEN
BT 25475 TO BT 255475 INCLUDING AIRSPACE FROM THE SURFACE <0 5008
FT MSL. THE PRIMARY HEL O LANE CONNECTING THE LANDWARD AND
SEAWARD AOA 1S 580 METERS EITHER SICE OF A LINE CONNZCTING THE
FOLLOJING DANANG ¢CH-77) TACAN FIXES, 137/15.2 (PT GARY) AL ONG

Qﬁ%igﬁ” %ND{QQ?IATQ 8?%/é NSLB’T TERRE HAUTE) ALONG CRRID @R

9

DECLASSIFIED
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SECRET,

PAGE T

ERUYEUAGZSZB SECR ET

(16) LANDING ZONE CE\JTER CCRJINATES AND TACAN FIXES

PRIMARY

LZ GREENE

LZ SHEPHERD .
LZ CHAPMAN
ALTERNATES
LZ SHOUP

LZ CATES

4o ADMIN AN%ZLagPS%:?CS

AT
BT
BT

AT
AT
BT

946445
#5477
P4 6488

963456

98 14 62
032475

Ao SEE ANNEX J TO REFERESCE B, ..
Bs BLT 2/7 MAINTAIN TAC LOG OETS ABOARD LPD, LSD, ANC AKA TO
OPERATED UNDER THE CONIRQL OF THE SLF S-4 TAC LOG WHICH WILL

FUNCTION AS AN ADMINISTIRATIVE LOGISTICAL COMMANC NET,
Co BLT 2/7 WILL LAND WITH FALLOWING PRESCRIBED L 0AD.

185/ 1542
180/ 14. 1
172/14.2

184715
1747 14.3

(1) CLASS I - | DAY MCI W/TRIOXANE
(2) CLASS Il - AS REQUIRED
(3) CLASS IIl - FULL TANKS PLUS FIVE GAL CAN PER VERICLE
(4) CLASS IV - AS REQUIRED
(5) CLASS V - ®A PLUS ADDITIONAL 3MALL ARMS AS REQUIRED.

PAGE FOUR RUYEUAG232B SECRET
Do RESUPPLY WILL BE BY HELO FROM
AFTER CHOP, BLT 2/7 COMDINATE WITH 1ST MARINE DIVISION F®R UTILAIZAVION

OF INCOUNTRY LSA FOR RESUPFLY.

187/154

ARG SHIPS UNTIL CHOPPED ASHGE.

E. UNIT DISTRIBUTION BY HELO WILL BE UTILIZED THROUGHOUT THE

OPERATION,

Fo CATF HAS DESIGNATED THE LPH AS PRIMARY CASUALTY CONTR (L SHIP.

Go CTG 79.5 1S CASUALTY REPMRTING :CONIROL CENTER “ERAVC .

Mo BLT AND HMM CASUALTY REP(RTING OFFICER HOLD CASUALTY REPRTING
BRIEFING IAW PARA 204 STH MABO P3G40.1B (SOP FOR CASREP AND

MANAGEMENT) .

LA 1 o e e s et
. n(;
w0 eht of5Te8Y2 aRD SER Y] s PA s HEALTH/DENTAL R

K. INSURE ALL REC(RDS EMERGENCY DATA AND SG I FRMS ARE C®RRECI.
L. FIELD MEDICAL TAGS WILL BE UTILIZED ON ALL GASUALTIES (HOSTILE

AND NON-HOSTILE).

Mo INSURE ALL PERSCNNEL HAVE ID CARDS, ID TAGS, ANG

CARDS ON THEIR PERSM,

ENEVA CONVENTION

. No FIELD CASUALTIES REPORTING WILL BE IAW PARA 317 9TH MABO P3840.1B
(SOP FOR CASUALTY REPCRTING AND MANAGEMENT?.

DECLASSIFIED
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PAGE FIVE RUYEUVAG232BSECRET .
0. CIVILIAN AND ARUN MEOEVAC TBA. B
P. INEMY MEDEVAC TBa : '
.&. POW'S TO LPH F(R INTER?OGATION, THEN!"E TO FIRST MARUT" PG.fJ
cowpowd. - T aE
Re REFUGEES TO DISTPIuT HEAZGL‘-\RTERSa
Se¢ CAPTURED DOCUMENTS ANU WEAPONS WILL BE TAGGEC AND FRWARTEC
TD CIG 79.5. """
: T, CAPTURED FOOD YWILL BE FURu.’AR“EF 10 DISTRICT HEA“QJAQ!E"Q
Us MISCe
(1) BLT 2/7 INSLRE ALL PERSCHAL PROPERTY IS FACKED -AND
IDENTIFIED AND THAT ADEQUATE SECURITY IS PROVIDEC PRIMR TO DERBSRYATT 0N,
(2) LPH WILL PRCGVIDE 45| BATTERY CHARGE SERVICE. .
. (3> LSU MAINTENCE CONTACT TEAMS ABOA‘:{D LPH AND AVA LA;!E gl
REQUEST . _
- (4) HST PERSOWNEL WILL INSIRE ALL "MPT! WATER CAHS AR 1":-? iED
TO LSA BY PLACING CANS ON AVAILABLE HELOQS RETURNING IO ;.SA.
5., COMMAND AND COMMUNICATION ~ ELECTRONICS ’
A. COMMINICATIONS. IaAW ANNEX L OF REF'E AND IAW REF C,
Be COMMAND POSTS '
(1) CTG 7%.5 =~ LPH 18 (USS TRIPOLD)

PaGE SI‘( RUYEUAG 232BSECRET
(2> BT 2/7 - REPRT LO\;ATION ASHORE whEd ESTAB.ISHED,
C. MEDEVAC REQUESTS WILL BE SUBMITTED C¥ TAR/TACP L OCAL NET (M= 12%)
Do LANDING ZONE CONTRG WILL BE CONCUOCTED BY HST Off (Miz2g2) K

c -
C’lé SE'}RL%? WILL MAINTAIN CAPABILITY FOR (OWERED CIRCUIT ON SLT TAC
NR 1| WHEN DIRECTED., .
Fo MAXIMUM COMMUNICATION SECURITY Wﬂl BE VAINTAINED TO INCGLUZE
PROPER USE OF -
KAC~QAG 504 AND K40-PAE 4 FR JLY
KAC-QAG 505 AH0 KAC~PAG 5 FIR AyGUST
KEY LIST F(R Y-8 KUK 3237 Z/TSEC FIR gUuL Y
KaK 3287 AA/TCEC FOR AUGUST,
GP=4 . ‘ L
BI ' : f

NNNN o =

T BE TR TR AR ey TR L wmm ?@w £0% zﬁumwd- N
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!;‘v e i) .Lz—n .
To Run':-*samcm FTVEN SIX PT FIve
—IHEQ RUNFSAA/LY, 'wﬁzyﬁi_ﬂlﬂF,PT FIUE

7 UMFSAA/CTS SEVEN SIX
RUMUHF A/ COMUSHACY ,
RUABQ/CTF SEVEN NINE Lo .

R UMSBB/C OMNAVFNRV LT
RUMFKRE/CTE SEVEW ZERO PIT ruo PT ONE .PT ORE
S UMFSAA/CTF SEVEN THREE T

RUMUGRA/CG III MAF v ’
RUMFSAA/CTG SEVEN ZERO PT ELGHT
RUENAAA/CHO .
R GHHHQA/C INCPAC )
R UHHBR A/ CINGPACFLT

R LM JiiSA/C OMPHIBPAC
RUHHFMA/CG FIIRPAC |
RUABQL/CT FHFPAC (FWDD |

RUMHAW/CG FIRST MAW ... - ~COMM NOTE: CORRECTED COPY. DESTRY
RUMNVHDZCTF ONE O™ FIVE . .. © - _ALL OTHERS. CORB: TO TO BT

Lo

-~y

PAGE TWO RUYNBUL 1642 SECR'ET
RUMUFKAZCMOR SEVENTH AIRFORCE . ... -

RUMUF GA/COSNAVSUPPACT DANARG -

RUIF SAA/CT ol SEVEN ZER O PI. SEVEN PT OHE

RUMF SAA, CTF SEVEN SEVEN

RUMHVP/CG THIRD WARDIV .

RUMHLA/CG FIRST BARDIV .

RUMHVP/CTF CLEARWATER .

RUMF 5AA/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOWR.. ..
RUMFSAA/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR .

RUAUCBACTG SEVEN NINE PT THREE .
RUMFSAA/CTG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE .. ..
RUMFSAA/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT. PT NINE
RUMNVHD/CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT .ONE

R%MFSAA/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEW PT VO

B P
SEGCRET IR
CTE 78.2e¢1.1 PASS ADVANCED COP“‘IO_COMUSMACV

~BERATION FAGER YARKEE CID__ .

Ao CIG 76.5 2261382 JUL 63
lo TERMINATE OPERATl o8 Ea @R YAJhEE AT 2212.&@ A,
ﬁ .

e

R OWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
o EPLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

""'**’SECRET
GGF%’QKO W ﬁﬁ"’ﬁig;
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ZNSEREL kUt : ) '
. O P 220S06C J 68
FM CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE | =

T8 MSIL/CONSLVENTHFLT ' =
INFO DDKC/CIF. SEVEN SIX .
MMSB/CIF SEVEN NINE

R URHAI QA G INCPAC | ' }

R UHHHQA :

YYNB/C INCPACFLT '.‘;‘j" 120 ‘S!l (ﬂ/;

RUMUHFA/COMUSMACY i S -
RUMSAL/CG SEVENTH AF T Bt

YYNA/ZCG FiMF PAC. -~ paA

MMD H/C OMPHIBPAC

RUMUGRA/CG III MAF

DDKN/CG FIRST MAW

RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV

RUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV

iSB/CG FMF PAC (FWD)

DDKR B/C OMNAVF RV ] , ]
ZEN/BLT TWO SLANT SEVEN —
ZEN/Hidtl TWO SIX FIVE ' |

PAGE TWO RUYEUAG 144 SECRET
DDKC/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUWR -
DDKC/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR S
DDKC/CTF SEVEN SEVEN '

RUMF SAA/CTG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE
'RUMNVHD/CTF ONE ONE FIVE

RUMNVHE/CTG ONE OWE FIVE PT GME

DDKC/CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT

DDKC/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NILE
NNAC/CTU SEVEK ZERO PT SEVEN PT OiE
DDKC/CTU SEVEN ZERO ©T SEVEN PI TWO
RUMFKRE/CTE SEVEN ZERO PT TWO PT ONE PT ONE
ZEN/TG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE i
ZEN/CTT SEVEN NINE PI FIVE
RUMHLA, GG TF X=RAY
gyMHLA/CO FIFTH MAR
SECRET

EAGER ' YANKEE WITHDRAWAL (G
[.(5) EAGER YANKEE AMPHIEIOUS WITHDRAWAL COMPLETED
22133548 JWL. 68,

GP=4 (C) | AUG 63 o

AT

NG YR NTERVALS
, ﬂﬁg.’.‘mssmrg AFTER 12 YEARS

R 5200.10 EOY
#&P?’*w,, Voiries - SECRET

e f';ﬂ:“‘

w3
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.0 2208317 JUL 68

°M CTG SEVEN SIX PT _FI
~T0 MMSL/COMSEVENTHFLT
INFO DDKC/CTF SEVEN SIX o
MMSB/CTF SEVEN NINE . - -

/" RUENAAA/CNO » S
RUHHHQA/CINCPAC
YYNB/CINGPACFLT | |
R UMUGF A/COMUSMACY - '
RUMSAL/CG SEVENTH AF J2.)599 & \
YYNA/ZCG FUiF PAC ey ] LY T
MMD H/ COMPHIBPAC - ! 2
RUMUGRA/CG II1 MAF

' . DDKN/CG FIRST MAW
RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV
MMSB/CG FMF PAG (FWD) . .
DOKRB/COMNAVF RV U
ZEN/BLT TWO SLANT SEVEN ‘
ZEN/HOM TWO SIX FIVE .
DDKC/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR

o

PAGE TWO RUYEUAG 158 S ECR ET
ODKC/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR

DDKC/CTF SEVEN SEVEN

DDKC/CTG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE
RUMMNVHD/CTF ONE ONE FIVE ‘
RUMNVHE/CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT .QRE
DDKC/CTG SEVEN ZERGC PT EIGHT. :
DDKC/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT PT NINE
NHAC/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT ONE
ODKC/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT TWO
RUMFKRE/CTE SEVEN ZERO PT IWO PT ONE PT ONE
RUMHIC/CG AMERICAL DIV : "
RUMH&K/CG SECOND ROK MARINES W .
RUMHLA/CO TWENTYSEVENTH MARINES
ZEN/T G SEVEN SIX PT FIVE
LEN/CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE

BT e

SEC R ET | -
EN_SWIFT PLAY ( o

R VRN LT BTEA T i 63 ~ |

1o (SY READY F(R EXECUTION, L-DAY 23 JiL 68, H-HOW 530K RPT 2500k,

2o REQ AUTH TO EXECUTE.
GP=4 (C) 20 AUG 68

3 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
" DICLASSFIED AFTER 12 YEARS = -
~DIDODR 5200;0 SEoRET

CCOPYRXor\iogpies 00
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LT

0 £ECR

- _Fit_CONSEVENTH

TO RUMFSAA/ETG“§??EN szx PT F’Uk '

INFO RUENAA/CNO
RUHHHRA /C INCPAC
R UMUHF A /7C OMUSHACV
RUHHBRA/CINCPACFLT °
RUHHFMA/CG FHMFPAC
R W JMSA/CCHFHTBPAC
RUMUGRA/CG ILI WAFJ
RUABGL /CG FMFPAC (F¥D)
RUMSBB/COMNAVF RV
RUMHAWYLCG FIRST MAV
" RUMHLA/CG FIRST HARDIV
RUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV
RUMUFKA/CHMDR SEVENTH AIR FQRCZE
RUMUF GA/C OMNAVESPPACT DANANG
RUIMNVHD/CTF ONE ORE FIVE
RUMHVP/CTF CLEARVATER
RUMSAA/CTF SEVEN THREE

PAGE TWO RUYNBUL 1674 SECR E T

RUMFSAA/CTF SEVEN SIX
RUMFSAA/CTF SEVEN SEVEN
RUABQL/CTF SEVEN NINE
RUMFSAA/CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT
RUMF SAA/CTG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE
RUMFSAA/CTE SEVEN SIX PT FOIR
RUAUDB/CTG SEVEW SIX PT FOW
RUAUSB/CTG SEVEN NINE PT TNREE
RLHFSAA’CTG SEVEN HINE PT Foun
R UMF SAA /CT G _SEVEN _NIRE PT FIVE
RUNNVHE /CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT COME
RUMFSAA/CTU SEVEN ZERG PT SEVER
RUMFSAA/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEizZi
RUMFSAA/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT

FT Gk
PT TYC
FT NI uE .

RUMFKRE/CTE SEVEN ZERO PT TW( PT (WK FT. ONE

RUMHIC/CG AMERICAL CIV
RUHGK/CT SECOND R MARINES

RUMHLA/CG TWERTY SEVENTH MARIMES

BI
SECRET

CTE T842.1.1 PASS A"VM’CE COF" 10 CO!"USE‘:ACV

_.Qﬁﬂﬂﬁ!Q“J&Lhm_ﬂktliia.
A YOUR 2288317 JIL 68,
1, EXEGUTE
GP-4 ‘
BT

'SECRET

cap ¥3oF *,x,iﬂmﬁs

2
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E ‘R .ZT"‘-? rf“*ﬂ‘xus .
ZNY 5% YO RUYE

SLKC T uunsE Jac¥ coc 7
OTF SEVEY SEVEN ‘ /[L/
CTF SEVEH SIX
 CTe SEVEN SIX PT FOUR - % '
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COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT (Operation EAGER YANKEE)S
Appendix (a) Chieu Hoi leaflet

(b) Operations Overlay )
(c) THUA THIEN, HUE RVN 220354Z Jul6B

(1) .Iype'of'bpéfégibh; Amphibious

(2) Inclusive Dates and Location of the Operation. Operation EAGER
YANKEE was conducted -from 090500H through 221200H July 1968 in the VINH LoC/
PHU TU/NAM HOA Districts of THUA THIEN Province, RVN..

(3) Command Hoe uéfﬁéi;o Task Group 79.5 (Special Landing Force BRAVO)
embarked in the USS TRIPQLI (IPH-10). o

(4) Task Organization

Task Group 79.5 (Speeial Landing Force BRAVO)  Colenel.sk. BUTCHER
Battalion Landing Team 2/7 _ LtCel C. E. MUELLER
IMM-265 LtCel R. J, EDWARDS~

(5) Intelligence

(2) Intelligence developed from external sources prior to the
execution of this operation indicated the possibility of two company size
VIET CONG units operating ithin tbe AOA. The presence of elements of the
K=15 NVA Battalion, the K«lO NVA Bagjtalion and the C117 and C118 LF Cen-
panies was suspected desplite reports that they had dispewsed and moved te
the mountains southwest of the Amphibious Objective Area (AOA).

(b) Bnemy Capabilities

1. Capability #1, To ATTACK with a force comprised ef
elements of two battalions or two companies.

2, Capebility 42, To DEFEND with this force at a time and
place of his choosing, - :

ig Capability #3s To EVADE contact and conduct small unit
actions with local guerrilla forces to include the use of mining, sniping,
and surpkise firing devices, B

4, Capability ##. To WITHDRAW all or part of his forces
prior to or at the enset of friendly operations, utilizing small unit actions
by lecal guerrilla forces to delay our operationse

i - y
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(¢) Enemy Tacties. Initially on VINH LOC the enemy empleoyed evasien
and withdrawal tactics. OSurprise firing devices constructed of 105mm rounds,
155mm rounds, snd M-26 hand grenades were employed extensively. Many random
surprise firing deviees and punji pits were found. Interrogation of detainecs
indicated that local foree guerrilla units had withdrawn frem the VINH LOC
portion of the ACA. As BLT 2/7 moved to the PHU TU peninsula the eneny resorie
ed to harrassing tactics employing small arms and 60 millimeter mortar fire
in conjunction with small upit probes of night defensive positions.

The enemy employed small arms fire against helicopters, particularly when
landing or departing Landing Zones (LZ%s). The close proximity of the helos
prohibited friendly forces from responding to these firss immediately. During
the helicopter displacement of tactical units the enemy withheld their fire
until the final troop lifts (2 or 3 helicopters), when the capability te return
fire was greatly reduced, and then subjected the helicopters teo intense fire,

As an adjunct te.the above tactic two aircraft wers disabled to the extent

that they had to remain in LZ%'s overnight and were subjected te B-#8:Backet
(RPG=2% attacks, = (See enclosure (3) HMM-265 After Action Repest Op8ration EAGER
YANKEE ). . )

(d) Terrain and Weather

1. The terrain within the AOA was typleal ef coastal lewlands
characterized by a large beach and sandy area along the coast and flat, cultia
vated areas along the DAM THUY TU inland 1agoon.

2. During the operation the area was under the influence of the
southeast monsoon and temperatures rose to over 95° F (34° C) during the day-
light hours. This restricted the speed and mobility of troops ashore and
materially reduced the 1lift capability of helicopters.

(6) Mission. Conduct an amphibious assault in the AOA in erder to find,
fix, and destroy enemy forces, capture and destroy enemy material and fortifi-
cations, and conduct such other operatiops as assigmed.

(7) Execution

(a) Operation EAGER YANKEE was conducted in accordance with NWP 22
(B), employing both helicopterborne and surface assault forces., COMMSEVENTHFLT
062340Z July 19685ﬁ EAGER YANKEE initiating directivey assigned the Amphibious
Task Force the mission set forth in paragraph (6). CTG 79.5 directed that the
operation be conducted in such a manner as to spare as much of the PHU TU and
VINH LOC areas as possible from destruction., Maximum use of phychological
warfare techniques were to be employed to win over the population and to se-
licit as many Chieu Hoi's as possible from the VC element. An example of
this type operation was the exploitation of a Chieu Hoi who surrendered with
his weapon in the early morning hours of D-day to G/2/7«& He was evacuated to

the LPH, interrogated, paid his reward, and leaflets prepared showing him

receiving his reward money, and entreating other VG to Ghieu Hoi. These

leaflets were dropped over the area of his capture by mid-afternoon of the
pame day.
i - Enclosure (1)
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The initlating directive prescribed the AOA as that are® sncompassed by
grid YD 852195 southeast along the east bank of SONG LOL NONG/SONG DAI GIANG/
SONG NA "TA/SONG CONG QUAN to grid YD 971102 and then nerth and southeast
along the coast te ZD 122102, The seaward AOA was that area encompassed by
a twenty five mile area struck to seaward from ZD 020186, The airspace above
the AOA from surface to 25,000 feet MSL was included within the control areas,
Free transit existed above 7,000 feet for aircraft in the AOA.

(b) Concept. Operation EAGER YANKEE was an amphibieus operation
conducted by ARG/SLF BRAVO. The operation was planned and executed as a
combat sweep of short duration commencing with a waterborne and then a
heliborne assault into THUA THIEN province, Republic of VIETNAM.

On D=1, recon operations were conducted teo reconnoiter GREEN BEACH, LZ's
CEDAR AND PINE, and provide terminal guidance for the LZ's. On D-day the SLF
exsecuted a coordinated amphibiocus assault which employed close air support
and naval gunfire preparation fires. The eperation was conducted in two
phases,

1. Phase I. This phase was characterized by the 'sequential
establishment of a series of blocking positions from south te north on VINH
LOC island against which the sweep forces pushed. The initial blecking
position was established by the surface assault force in the vicinity of AP
MY LOI MOI, grid ZD 052129, Subsequent blocking positions were established
in accordance with the tactical situation as sweep operations moved to the
northernmost boundzry of the landward portion of the AOA.

2o Phase II. During this phase, operations similar to those
conducted in Phase I were efiployed in the PHU TU area west of DAM THUY TU. .
Commencing in the north, combat sweeps were cocnducted against blocking posi~

tiows establii5ed in the southeast and central-portions of the A0A,

(¢) Operations.

1. Operation EAGER YANKEE was initiated by COMSEVENTHFLT
0623407 July 1988, Execution was in accordance with CTG 76.5 msg 22013827
and CTG 79.5 071300Z July 1968 Frag Order Number One for Operation EAGER
YARKEE. - = S .

2. D-day was established as 9 July 1968 with H-Hour at
0500H and L-Hour 0600H,

3e The basic plan for Opefation EAGER YANKFE was te execute
a surface assault at H-Hour over GREEN BEACH (ZD 066146) and establish a
blocking position at AP MY IOI MOI., At L-Hour two companies were to land
simultanecusly in LZ®s PINE ard -CEDAR. A fire support base was to be
established in the vieinity of GREEN BEACH te support combat sweep operations
in the vicinity of LZ%s CEDAR and PINE in the southorn pertion of the . .

A

landward AOA. _

3 Enclosure (1)
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4. On the evening of D=1 (082300H) two recon inserts were made;
one at grid ZD 046160 (GREEN BEACH), and the other at ZD 085097 (LZ CEDAR),
for the purpese ef beach and LZ reconnaissance, Contact was made with an
estimated 5 VC/NVA at grid ZD 040165 and one enemy KIA resulted. Several
bunkers were foundim the vieinity of grid ZD 048150 with apertures enfilad-
ing GREEN BEACH, This recem team was extracted at 090200H June 1968, Based
on information obtained by them maval gunfire preparations were .fired on
GREEN BEACH from O90430H until 09455H. The first wave of E/2/7 abeard ILVI?s
touched down on GREEN BEACH at 090502H and the secénd wave touched down at
090512H, Although numerous fighting positions were found in the vicinitiy
of GREEN BEACH no enemy resistance was encountered,

The recon team inserted into LZ CEDAR reported negative enemy emplace~-
ments or sightings, and as a result companies G and H landed on schedule
in LZ%s CEDAR and PINE without LZ preparation fires. Approximately ene and
a half tens of rice was found by G/2/7 in bomb shelters in the vicinity of
grid ZD 032101, At 091000H, F/2/7, the Landing Force Reserve, was helo
1ifted to the vieinity of GREEN BEACH and established security for the support
base and Logistic Support Area (LSA). H/3/11 and W/3/11 were landed on D-day
and established firing positions in the vicinity of GREEN BEACH to suppert the
sweep operations of G and H/2/7 while E/2/7 established a blocking position
at grid ZD 065144, During the svening hours all companies eonducted patrols
in their assigned zones and established ambushes. On D-day one VC (Chieu
Hei) surrendered to a Popular Force unit in conjunction with G and H/2/7
operatioens.

On D+2, G/2/7 conducted combat sweep operations to the north towards
blecking positions established by E, F, and H companies; during these
sweeps approximately fifty VC were flushed. The VC were.tsken under fire
and withdrew toward the northwesterly sector of the AOA with unknown results.
H/2/7 discovered one hundred crudely constructed punji pits at grid 057131,
E/2/7 found an M-26 booby trap at ZD 061130 resn]ting in two USMC WIA's.

At 110615H F/2/7 was helo 1ifted to grid?ZP 0f7.85<We-candudt combrt sweep
operations. This lift was completed at 110657 - Brom MMi5 Positich they
conducted sweep operstiens te grid ZD 025175 and established a blocking
pesities im conjumctien with sweep operatiens conducted by E and H Cempanies,
The Recon Plateon of BLT 2/7 assisted by a Chieu Hei, found a schoolhouse
which had been used as & hospital by VC/NVA at grid 085128, On 120400H,
F/2/7 attacked northward establishing a blecking position on line from grid
YD 998189 to. grid ZD 000187, while G and H Companies conducted hele assaults
into LZ GOLF (YD 982178) and 1Z HOTEL (YD 990190). G/2/7 conducted combat
sweep operations within a beundary fermed by H Ce on the left flank amd the
no fire zone on the right flank, H Co conducted sweep operations within
a zone bounded by grids YD 990198 and YD 982184 along a 500 meter front,
During this sweep mortar and swall arms fire ware received from grid ID 892=
230 resulting in one KIA and two WIA in E/2/7. BEnemy contact during this
peried was light with one HMM.265 CH=46A receiving a small arms hit as it
was landing in the LZ at grid YD 936197. One man from H/2/7 was WIA in

R
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in this eccurrence. At 111600H a corpsman with recon platéon conducted a
MEDCAP in the village at grid ZD 037144 and approxiiiately twemty civilians
received treatment. At 120800H OPCON of elements of BLT 2/7 was passed
to Task Force X-Ray, Commencing at 130600H Companies E, F, G, and H wers
moved by helicopter from VINH IOC to LZ®s on PHU TU peninsula te conduct
wide range combalt sweep operations. A general directien of attact from
northwest to southeast resulted in light enemy contact. At 160700H ele-
ments of BLT 2/7 CHOPFED to the 5th Marines and were helo lifted from

PHU TU $o LZ%s BIRCH (YC 955997) and OAK (YD 949009) to establish base
camps and conduct combat sweep operations within the canopy area. During
the period 16 to 20 July contact with enemy forces remained light and
sporadic, with a continuation of the usual harassing tactics by their ==
forces. At 200900H July 1968, F Company lecated a possible VC/NVA harber
site and an enemy grave yard located at grid YC 940990, Centact was made
with an enemy platoon size unit and one Marine was KIA. Examination of
graves later revealed 15 NVA KIA%s, A bunker system was also found in
the vicinity containing weapons, Claymore mines and miscellanocus personal
gear. At grid YC 941897 F/2/7 discovered a hase camp consisting of thirty
structures which had been utilized as messhalls, hospitals and a military
school., BLT 2/7 units located an arms cache at grid -¥@ 944980 which
included two 60 millimeter mortars, three 7.62mm machine guns with bipods
and two extra barrels, 250 rognds of 60 millimeter mortar ammunition,
twenty seven rocket propelled grenade launchers (RPG's) and eighty cans
of 60 millimeter mortar increments, 1,000 sticks of dynamite, 140 B=40
rocket rounds and ten 157mm recoiless rifles, Also found were five shot-
guns, two BAR"s, cne British Sten gun, four sniper rifles, one Springfield
rifle and two Eddistons rifles. BLT 2/7 was withdrawn to ARG shipping on
22 July 1968, COMSEVENTHFLT 220638Z July 1968 terminated Operation EAGER
YANKEE at 221200H July 1968,

(d) Supporting Arms
1, Artillery.

as Artillery support of the landing force was provided
by the two batteries attached to the BLT (Battery "H", 3rd Bn, 1lth Marines
and Mortar Battery, 3rd Bn, 11th Marines) and the 11th Marine Regiment which
provided general support reinforcing fires for the entire operation.

bo The Mortar Battery was landed by helicoptsr early on
D=day, established positioms in the vicinity of GREEN BEACH and assumed the
direct support mission for the Landing Forece, == o

co Battery "H", 3rd Bn, 11th Marines was surface landed
at GREEN BEACH and by mid-afternoon on D-=day had established a positlon in
thet-vieinily. The battery was ready to receive fire missions prier to
nightfall, B

i

& e
Enclosure (1)
SECRET=NOFORN

T L=

DECLASSIFIED

SRR TR L D T



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET=-NOFORN

do The use of artillery assets during operatien EAGER
YANKEE was very limited. Preparatory, H and I, and defensive oncall fires
were planned but no requirement was generated for their use.

2o Naval Gunfire

2o The USS BENNER (DD=807) and the USS O' RIEN (DD-=725)
were assigned in direct support of the landing forece and provided naval gun-
fire support during the initial phase of the operation.

bo These ships delivered preparation fires on GREEN
BEACH from OK30H to " O455H on D-day. There were no prep fires required for
the helo landlng ZoNeso

cs While under the OPCON of Commander Amphibieus Task
Force, a total of L2t 5‘/38 rounds were expended in support of the landing.
The USS O®BRIEN fired 399 rounds of various types of ammunition and the
USS BENNER fired 26 rounds,

do The USS BENNER was released to OPCON CTU 70.8.9 at
H+16 on D=day; the USS OfBRIEN remained under OPCON of Commander AMphibious
Task Force until 120800H,

2} %ir Support.

ae Although ne fixed wing clese air support was utilized
during the operatlon,A/G were on-call from PHU BAI DASC with a time on station
of thirty minutss after submission of request.

be Four UH-1E-gunships and two slicks were utilized for
seven hours as LZ and escort support. Two gunships and one slick were released
to their parent organization at the completion of the assault phase of the ship
to shore movement.

éo A1l helos were controlled through the HDC aboard the
1PH,

do An estimated daily average of fifty A/C were directed
through and around the AOA,

4, TFire Support Coordination

} 8o Coordination of Supporting arms was in accordance with
current amphibious dectrine NWIP 22-2 (A), and FMFM 7-1 with initial control
and coordination under CATF in the Supporting Arms Coordinatien Center (SACC)
aboard the USS TRIPOLI,

- b, Iiaison was established with the 1st Marine Division
FSCC at DANANG on 5 . July to coordinate the fires of the 11th Marines who
supported the fanding Force during Operation LAGER YANKEE.

6 Enclosure (1)
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co Liaison was effected with Task Force X«Ray at PHU BAL
on 5 and 6 July, Areas of discussion included the location of Popular/Regular
Forge units and other friendly forees, the procedures for obtaining politieal
clearances, controling agencies for SAV-A<PLANE clearances, and the requirement
for naval gunfire ships.

do Task Force X=Ray provided an ARVN Liaison Officer
(Captain) from the THUA THIEN Province Headguarters for use in the SACC.
Liaison Officers were alsc provided by Task Force X-Ray to the VINH LOC
and PHU I¥ . pistrict Headquarters, which provided political clearance to
fire on targets in or adjwcent to friendly areas,

€o A major problem during EAGER YANKEE was the lack of
adequate FM communications in the initial phase of the operation. As far
as could be detsrmined this conditiop was due either to faulty antenna9
antenna locztion or the lack of antepna patching capability. The ise of
a PRC=25 on the 02 deck platform enapled the SACC to maintain contact with
BLT 2/7 Air Officer.

(e) Logistics

le BSLF planners attended conferences at First Marine Division
Headquarters concerning the logistic supportability of Operation EAGER YANKEE,
Tt was mutually agreed that BLT 2/7 weuld receive all logistic support from
ARG ships until OPCON was passed in-country. Once chopped, the Task Force
X-Ray LSA at CAO DOI provided limited Class II and all Class I, III, IV, and
V supplies to the BLT, . 7 , .

2, BLT 2/7 Shore Party Detachment and Maintenanee Contact
Team from the Logistic Support Unit (LSU) moved sshore to the LSA at CAO DOI
on 11 July 1968, Commencing on 13 July, resupply by helo was conducted from
the LSA until termination of the operation, Selected Class II items not avail-
able at the LSA were provided from supplies aboard the LPH. To provide support
for the LSA, ten trucks (M-35) and four water trailers (M-107) were moved
ashore on 13 July via the HUE RAMP then down Route #1 te CAO DOI. These vehicles
were used to move bulk supplies from PHU BAI (FLSG=A) and water from the water
point te the LSA, .

3. Problems Encountered During Operatisn EAGER YANKEE.

a2, During the movement ashere by landing eraft, diffie
culties were encountered because of undetected sandbar about 50 yards off shore.
The LCM<8' and the ICU were unable to reach the beach exgept during the period
of three hours before and after high tide. For backload, this problem was
solved by scheduling operations at high tide. The backload by landing craft
went very smoothly and was completed by 121200H July.
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b, Imitially, commumications with the HST perscnnel in
the field were poer which resulted in delays in receiving resupply requests;

however this situation existed for only a short time,

(f) Communications

1. The addition of over thirty FM frequencies used by BLT 2/7,
HMM-265, SLF BRAVO and ARG ships in the already overcrowded frequency spectrum
of our AOA caused a considerable number of communication difficulties, Mutual
interference and antenna lecation problems aboard the LPH were encountered,
particularly on D-day. A continuous effort tewards antenna exchanges and
_fre~wanov shlfts for allclrcultc manned on the LPH helped to eolve"most pneblems

abeard the LPH was a tremendous aid in solv1ng many CommNtea v P;vu;vmao

2o The SLF liaison team w1th7§he MRC«llO radie jeep at Task
communication between the BLT and SLF was nonexistent due ue atmospheric
conditions or as the distance between the ship and shore increased,

3. Cevered voice communicatiems employing KY-8%s aboard the

LPH and AN PRC-77%s ashore proved most advantageous, Extensive use of these
covered :ircuits eliminated much of the tedious shackling and encrypting
of classified traffic yet allowed the commanders to discuss operational

matters without fear of compromise. The backpack pertability of the AN/PRC-77€
‘ proved particularly valuable while the assault units were in areas which
were inaccessible to vehicles and larger communications equipment. A covered
voice circuit was not employed between ships by the TACLOG due to equipment
failure on two ships and noneavailability of a KY¥=8 on the ship assizned as
seatail, This should be a required item feor all vessels invelved in amphibious
operations.

%4, Radio Relay was used extensively between Task Force X;Ray
and the LPH. The four availsble channels were cperated betwsen FSCC and SACC,
G=3 and S-=3, G-l and S-4 and one common user circuit terminating in the SLF
communication effice,

5o Multi - employed frequencies, an overcrowded frequency
spectrum, and distances imposed by operatieral commitments of the SLF and
BLT were problems centributing te all outages, The contimueus effert
towards improvement and the patience of all subscribsrs were great aids
in establishing an overall relizble comminication system during Operatien
EAGER YARKEE.
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(8) Results *

1

Personnel Casualties

USMC Casualties

m o %- ’&F'
WIA i 75
Non-Hostile . iié’

Equipment Losses

=

VC/KVA

VC KIA - 32
VC PW - 9
Detainees - 65
Chieu Hei « 7

. B
-

UsSMC

Two = CH-46A helicopters
One - Hydranlic Test stand, gas engine, FSN 2 RX 4920311
7128/5150
Thirteen = M-16 rifles (six destroyed by artillery and mortar
fragments, seven damaged by other causes),

Enemy

ARMS

One - US Cal 30 Rifle M1903 (Springfield)

Five = Shotguns (Model and make unknown)

Twe = US Caliber .30 Browning Automatic Rifle Mi91842

Thirteen = Soviet 7.62-mm Semiautomatic Carbins Medel SKS
(Chicom type 56)

Two = Eddiston Rifles(Model and manufacturer unknown )

Three - Seviet 7,62.mm Light Machine gun RPD

One = Great Britain 9-mm, MK IT Sten

Four - Soviet 7.62-mm Rifle M1891/30

Four - MAT Machine guns (Model and manufacturer unkmewn)

Seven - Soviet 7.62-mm Carbine M1944 (Chicem Type 53)

Three - French 7.5-mm Rifle M1936 (MAS=36)

Two = US 60-mm Mortar M2

Two = Soviel 7.62-mm Assault Rifle AK-47

Five - US Caliber .30 Carbine M-1

Three = 7.62-mm Machine guns W/biped and two spare barrels

Sevente=en = Grenades (Model unknown)

Two = Soviet, AP mines (Medel unknewn)

Ammunition

255 = 60-mm mortar rounds
144 = 60-mm mortar heads
10 = 157~mm RR rounds ,
140 - B-40 Rocket rounds (RPG)
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= .ﬂOQOb_%rﬁté “sticks
125 = 12 gauge shotgun shells
80 = cans oU-mm mortar increments

804 - AK-47 rounds
57 = Blasting caps

Miscellansous Fquipment

1200 poupds of rice
2 bags of assorted medical equipment
i PRC-25 battery

-80-pamds of Tetrol
AsSorted documents, clothing and 782 gear.

* These results are for the periocd from 9 July to 22 July andireflect all
results obtained by BLT 2/7 during that time to include participation im
Operation EAGER YANKEE/HOUSTON while usder OPCON of Task Force ;‘X-Ray.
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(9) Commanders Analysis

€&). There were several aspects of thls operation that are worthy
of note. The first of these is that, once again, covert reconnaissance and
surveillance, properly executed, has proven its worth. It was decided that
preparatory fires by air and naval gunfire would not be conducted, in order
to preserve the element of surprise and avoid unnecessary civilian casualties.
While these fires were planned, they were held in asevsnce pendﬂng the obser-
vatiors of tha_twa~recgnnalssanee~tezms*Enar*wgzs iRserved In ~
of the helicopter landing zones and on GRsh 1EACH on. the night of D-i. The
team on GREEN BEAEBH observed fortifications, was engaged by the enemy and was
ultimately extracted. Based upon these events the decision was med® to prep
GREEN BEACH with naval gunfire. Many defenses were destroyed and no opposition
to our landing was encountered. Since there was no activity in either heli-.-
copter landing zone, preparatory fires were withheld.
;(Lfi The surface landing was conducted under cover of complete dark-
ness. While there were a few problems sncountered, they were not insurmeunte
able and the initial blocking position was established before any hostile
reaction was noted. The helicopter landings were made under minimum light
conditions (0600) and without ineident except for sporadic small arms fire.

Cj Throughout the operation a concerted effort was made to gain
the conriae.ice of the populace and to some extent these efforts succeeded,
The use of supporting arms was kept to a minimum initially and psychological
warfare teams were used extensively, As pointed out earlier in this repert,
the capabilities of the LPH were utilized to reproduce leaflets quickly, te
encourage the enemy to surrender. The seven V€ who Chieu Hoi'd were helpful
in locating arms, caches of food, and the ememy hospital previeusly reported.
Seme of the detalnees listed, later proved to be VC. The trend to surrender
and/or cooperate sebmed to bg continuing when operational control of BLT 2/7
was passed to Task Force X=Rayo

{qj’ As the Landing Force moved north.em VINH LOC island, VIETNAMESE
Pepular Fu;ues (with whom we were in close liaison) moved in behind. This
afforded grezter security and allowed concentration of force and sffort in
other areas. This arrangement is.desireble but not always possible,

%) After operational control of the BLT had passed to CG, Task
Force X<Ray, it was moved into an ares where heavy Jungle canopy of 100
150 feet predominated and suitable landing zones were non-existent. Exa
traction of wounded Marines became a problems In most cases it was necessary
to place the patient in a NEIL. ROBERTSQN stretcher and hoist him through the
canopy to the hovering helicopter. Since the pilofls view is obstructed he
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nust depend on radios on the ground for guidance and the danger of further
injury to the patient is always present while heisting him threugh the tree
limbs. This problem was alleviated by putting a chain saw in each medevac
helicopter and lowering it to the ground troops when needed,
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LEAFLET PREPARED ABOARD UC7 TRIPOLI
My namo is TRAN TUAN, I rotwrned with a carbine to the 13th
Naval Forces on 7 July 1958 and recoivad & gif"c of 3,000 Plastres
from the Governmenty. T hope to wmeot you hore. You don't have to be
afraid. I returned bscause boing bombed with the Viet Cong was not
goo& for my 1ife, and I.did not want to get killed by bonbs,
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