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PART I 

10 DESIGNATION 

ORGANIZATIONAL. DlITJ. 

commIDER 

Special Landing Force 
(TG 790.5) 

Col JoG 0 DIONISOPOULOS 1 Aug-.5 Sap 1967 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

LtCo1 Eo Wo HERTCH 1-22 Aug 1967 BLT 2/3 
'r-,,:' .. ~. "Ma~J6roW~'-Oo'EARD--- -_. - 23-··Ati.g"'3Sap·1967 

HMM 265 

HMM 262 

20. LOCATION 

USS TRIPOLI (LPH""lO) 
USS OGDEN (LPDc 5) 
USS PAUL REVERE (JPA=248) 
USS MONTICELLO (LSDx.3.5) 

LtCo1 Wo Ro BEELER 

Major Go Ao CORLISS 

.lTTJCHED ums 

~" 

1~23 Aug 1967 

23 Aug~.5 Sep 1967 

USB TERRELL COONTY (LST""llS7) 

1 Aug~.5 Sap 1967 
1..,11 Aug 1967 

11 Aug~.5 Sep 1967 
1 Aug~.5 Sap 1967 
1 Aug"".5 Sap 1967 

3 • STAFF OFFICERS 

Exeoutive Offioer LtCo1 Ro 10 CHRISTIAN Jro 1~2Q Aug 1967 
LtCo1 Ro Ao MASON z;. Aug=.5 Sap 1967 

2ndLt Co Go COMER 1 Aug"".5 Sap 1967 

Capt Co, Ao AUSTIN 1 Aug=5 Sap 1967 

Asst 5..,2 lstlt J 0 ~'Do CHAPKAN 1",,8 Aug 1967 
Capt Wo a~·MAYBERRY 21 Aug=.5 Sap 1967 

'I~tLt Ro To WALLACE 1 Aug~5 Sap 1967 

LtCo1 Ro Lo CHRISTIAN Jro 1",,~~ Aug 1967 
LtCo1 Ro .10 MiSOH 25 Aug~5 Sap 1967 

. .- .~'-"~ 
' .. - ... , .... 
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Asst Sa3/FSC Major Wo 1\.0 WESTON 1 Aug~5 Sap 1967 

Asst S ... 3 Major L. J. NAQJIN 
Capt 10 Jo C.AHILL (RllC) 

28 Aug-5 Sap 1967 
25 Aug~5 Sap 1967 

S=4 Major J 0 F 0 SHOVJ\R 1 Aug~5 Sap 1967 

CommO Capt FoE 0 HEURING 1 ... 8 Aug 1967 
Capt Co Co ENTWIS!:lE 9 Aug-S'Sap 1967 

ASst CommO Capt Co Co ENTWISTIE 1-8 Aug 1967 

4.' AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

SLF Staff: USMC Ofr ~ 10 USMC Enl ~ 31 USN Orf - 0 USN Enl ~ 0 
BLTg USMC Ofr - 60 USMC En1 - 1375 USN orr - 8 USN En1 - 88 
HMMg USMC Orf = 40 . USMC Enl ~ 186 USN Off - 1 USN Enl ~ 3 

l' 
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PART n 

.,,­.' 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

On 1 August Operation KMiGAROO KICK commenced With the landing of 
Battalion Landing Team 2/3 into Quang Tri/Thua Thien Province o I CTZ D RVN. 
Operational control of BLT 2/3u less ilrnTracPltvwas passed to eG III M.AF 
thence to CG 3d Harine Division and Det ".A" fOOI1 265 to CG First :;arine Air 
Wing by CG III MAF on 3 August 19670 Operation KANGAROO KICK was "tannin"", 
ated on :3 August 1967 by COMSEVENTHFLT. 

The ARG/SLF sailed to Subic B~D Ro Po for upkeep arriving on 5 
August and remained in Subic Bay until 18 Augusto On 18 August the MGI 
SLF sailed to I CTZ 9 RVN 0 

During the period 20 .. 22 August Det "An HMM 265 and BLT 2/39 less 
A.ltITracPlt o was back10aded aboard .ARG shipping and reported OPCON to eTG 
7905 thereqy reconstituting the SLFo 

J 

On 23 August HMM 265 and B1lli 262 effected intra~the?tre rotation with 
HMJ:1 265 reporting command to CG First MAW and HMH 262 reporting COllll1land 
less OpeON to CG 9th MAE and opcon CTF 79 a~-231400H thence cOI1l!l1and less 
OpeON to }1AG~15 and OpeON to eTG 79050 

Operation BELT DRIVE commenced on 27 August 1967 with BLT 2/3 landing 
in Quang Tri Province 9 I CTZ. RVNo On 5 September 1967 BLT 2/3 WaS back~ 
loaded and Operation BELT DRIVE terminated 0 

Enclosure (1) 
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SEQ;lJ!:NTlAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICtillT EVENTS 

The foilowing is a r3view of the activities of the Special Landing 
Force (TG 79.5). Detailed information of BLT 2/30 HMM 265 and HMM 262 
is shown in the appropriate Command Chronology in PART IV. Detailed in~ 
formation on KANGAROO KICK and BELT DRIVE is oontained in PART IV. 

12m. 
1 Aug 

3 Aug 

EVENT 

Operati<m KANGAROO KICK commenoed wi ttl the landing of BLT 2/3 
by helicopter and landing orat't into Quang Tri/Thua Thien 
Provinces 9 I CTZ 0 RVN 0 

The off load of Det -A" HMM 265 and BLT 2/39 les6 AmTra,(;iPlt g 

completed andOPCON of BLT 2/3 and Det "A" HMM 265 passed to 
CO- III lUF. CG III M1F CHOPPED BLT 2/3 to CO- 3d MarDiv and 
Det "A" HMM 265 to CG First MAW. Operation KANG.AROO KICK 
terminated on 3Aug67 0 .~ 

Re£g CG III MAP' mag 031354Z AUG67 
CO}1SEVENTHFLT mag 031428z AUG67 

4 Aug The ARG/SI:F sailed for SUbic13q 0 Ro Po for upkeepo 

5 = 17 Jug In=Port p Subic B~o Ro Pop for upkeepo 

18 Aug The I.RGjSLF sailed for I CTZ i RVN. 

20 Aug CTG 79., and representatives at Hqo III MAF for planning 
Operation BELT DRIVE. 

22 Aug BLT 2/;'p le~~ AmTraCP:tt~;"~~ D~t;'~.!I;;HMM:;-Zg5:~b;~kl~~d~d ~-,;;,; ... , 
board the ARG shipping reconstituting the SLF and OPCON passed 
to CTG 7905 at 220600H AUG67. 

23 Aug BMM 265 orr~loAded and reported command to CG First MAW and 
HMM 262 reported command less OPCON to CG 9th MAE and OPCON 
CTr 79 at 231400H thence command less OPCON to MAG~15 and 
OPCON to eTG 79.5 for intra=theatre rotation Q 

Re£g CTG 79.5 msg 221125Z AUG67 
HMM 262 msg 231414Z AUG67 
CG 9~JB mag 240648Z AUG67 

DECLASSIFIED 
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26 Aug 

27 .Aug 

29 Aug 

"" D-Day~poned due to marginal weather for air ~perationso 
~. 

'i· 
Operation BELT DRIVE commenced with the lBnding of BLT 2/3 by 
helicopter and landing craft into Quang Tri Province o I CTZ g 

RVN. 

OPCON SLF passed to CG III MAF at 290900H AUG67 thence to CG 
3d MarDiv at the same timeo . 

Ref: eTG 76.5 mag 290l06Z AUG67 
1(-- "GTci"' 7905 ~sg . 290202Z AUG67 

1 Sep OPCON BLT 2/3 passed to 4th Marines at Ol0800H SEP67 0 

Ref: CG 3d MarDiv msg 30l201Z AUG67 

4 Sap 

5 Sep 

OPCON BLT 2/3 CHOPPED to SLF at 042000H SEP67 

Ref~ CG 3d MarDiv msg 040647Z SEP67 

OPCON SLF passed to CG III MAF at 050001H SEP67 thence to 
CTG 76.5 at the same timeo Bt'I' 2/3 oompleted backloading at 
052000H SEP67 aboard ARG shipping, thereby reconstituting 
the SLF and Operation BELT DRIVE terminatedo 

Ref: CG III MAF msg 041238Z SEP67 
eTG 7905 mag 051402Z SEP67 

6 
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Appendix 1 

! Appendix 2 

iJ~ 1~pendix 3 
fl-', 

~pendix 4 

.Appendix 5 

Appendix 8 

I • 1.. "") (App endix 9 
a tV 4) 
cJcJ-P' l Appendix 10 

• 
DECLASSIFIED 

PART IV 

CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE COl1MANDS 
mD SUPF ORTING DOCUl'lENT S 

_,_CG III }ill' msg 031354Z AUG67 
~O}1SEVENTHFLT msg 031428Z AUG67 
.3 CTG 7905 msg 221125Z AUG67 
~~ 262 msg 231414Z AUG67 
~ CG 9tb}Uffi msg 240648Z AUG67 
-z-cTG 76"5 msg 2901C6-: ;,fTG';7 
.7_, c.~ 79,.5 r.lBet 29P202Z AOG67,.. ' 
fl CJ 3d harDiv msg J01201Z AUG67 

q---CG 3d MarDiv msg 040647Z SEP67 
us·· CG III H.AF msg 041238Z SEP67 
~TG 7905 mag 051402Z SEP67 

""Comrnand Chronology! B~~ 2/3, ' a.L"!_ S~':7 
v_9omrn~ Chro~o~~gy~. B1f 265 1 '-": ~J~ __ t.~ ____ ~~_._ ~_ 

.... -_~_ ,"- ••• ~~ ''''''_''"~'' ."" _.-' •• "' • -"~~","" ~ ~ .11'1,,-. ,~~ •• 

.-'Comm~d Chronol~gYi!iMM26,?1 .J~~~"<;I'- S-~I' 47 _ 

- SLF v After Action Reportv KANGAROO KICK I 1-.3 a'~'1 '7 

..... HMM ~.65. Mt~:I"Acti()!?:2l?ort. KANG:AR:OO KICK J 1-.5'0_,,(.1" 7 
·'·'"i'iIIIl:.C' 

~1.T ~~ D Aft€l.rC"_!~tj.gn R~J?Rr~:J!c=~A.l~GAli.£I:L!\~gKHl I~. ~ ~. ~]_, 

v'~Fg After Action Reportu BELT DRIVE) :JIQ, .... p _ s ~~7 

:'iIMM 2b2'~ Afr~A~tT;~"J;po;t':·'BELT··;;·DRrnr;~~7:"'S'~i t 7-" 
~ +'"~"""""'"-';-;. , 1~" .• ' "'O"-::~_" __ , __ !~,- .i"""""'.' 

".!3LT 2j) D Af'i~!!<:ti2!}J~eE.o£~~J3g~'!'~~1fhy§c!?~~c~- ~~--r {, 7 . 
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\'V MMSA09C'VV FBC031 DDl<E229 no RUAUBJG 
~E RUMYMF 214 21 51354 
fNV SSSSS 

(, ~3~ 4,,), Z AUG 0/'7 ' . .,;. i)I a, .. ,/'-1"' 

FM eG ! f' MAF 
YO ZEN/ eo THIRD MARDfV 
Z~N/ CO FIRST MAW 
! NFO RUHH8 QA/C H!C3PACF"L T 

RW!SMA/GOMUSMACV 
1:EN/CO FMFPAC 
RUJtUBUL/COMSEVENTHFLT 
ZENC"G FMFPACl 
Rt 'BUl/COMSEVENTHrL T 
ZEN/eG FLC 
RUMFUV/CTF SEVEN SIX 
RUABQl/CTF SEVEN N I Nt: 
Rl'MFt~R/CTG SEVEN ZERO PT E I CHT PT NiNE 
S'U~iSB8/eTG ONE ONE F' I ~ 'E PT ONE 
RUAUBJM/CTG SEVEN mIME PT FOUR 
RUAUBJG/CTG SEVEN NINE Pr FiVE 
RUAUBJM/eTG SEVEN SlX PT F'CUR 
RUAUBJG/CTG SEVEN SIX PT fIVE 
RUMFCR/CTG SEVEN THRtE PT FIVE 
87 
SEe RET 

"M .. _ no RUMHMF 214 SEC! REi 
OPCON SLT 2/3 AND DET "A ft ~MM 265 

~-

~~ eTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE 02082¢Z AUG 67 
". REF A REFERS .. eG II' MAF 3SSUMES OPGON SLY 2/3~ (LESS 3D PLAT., 
eo a 1ST AMTRAG BN) AND opeON DETttA:t HMM 265 AS OF 0308¢0H AUG 07 
AND PASSES OPGON BlT 2/3 (Mf~US) TO CG THIRD MARDlV, AND OPCON 
DET!t A tJ HMM 265 TO CG F r RST MAW AT SAME T t ME~ 
8P_4 -
B1 

...... 
------_._--------------
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P 031~2gZ AUG 67 
r'·· COMSEVDITHFL T 
,..- RUMtCR/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE 

RUENAAA!CNO 
RUHHHQA/CINCPAe 
RUHHBRA/ClNGPACFLT 
~NFO RUMFCR/CTG SEVEN NJNE PT FIVE 
Ru~rr~R/CTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR 
RUMFCR!CTG SEVEN N {NE PT FOUR. 
RUFFeR/GTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT 
RUMFCR/CTF SEVEN SiX 
RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 
RUMFKB/COMNAVFORV 
RUMHMF/CG !II MAF 
RUA8QL/CTF SEVEN NINE 

DECLASSIFIED 

qUMFKE/CTE SEVEN ZERO PT TWO PT ONE PT ONE 
RUMFCR/CTF SEVEN THREE 
RlI'''IMSA/COMPH t 8PAC 
Rl iFMA/CG FMFPAC 
RUABQL/CG FMFPAe (FWD) 
RU~,ANVHD/CTF ONE ONE FIVE 
RUMSBJ/CMDR SEVENTH AF 
RUMECR!CTU SEVEN ZFRO PT SEVEN PT ONE 
RUMF~R/CTF SEVEN SEVEN 
RUMFCR/CTG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE 

. RUMFKH/CG TH I RE MARD I V 
RUMHAWjCG FIRST MARDJV 
RUMHAW/e.G FIRST MAW 
8T 

\ ,; 

SEC RET 
KANGAROO KICK (U) 

·1., FOR eTG 76,,5: TERMINATE OPERATiON KANGAROO-KICK., 
2. FOR CNO, CINPAC» CINCPAGFlT: CAN~El NICKNAME KANGAROO 
I( lCK 04 AUGUST .. 
OF 
81 
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~., ! ~ ~! '",:"~ 
t •• ,,: • • ,. I., .; .. 2 -

." ·:·~-'S'{i~; ·~~':'I.l--._ .~-~-... --:-~:.:.;, -I.-T.1'>-.~.~::_ .. ~:_:':;'_ .• ~--

~:; 0:: -:~~;:~~~. -';,_ ~~~; $~~: ~'-- ~~~~~.-;:-.--.~ -,:'~ 

c~>~ :HtUf ':n i~r: P! n. \IE .~~~'~~&~ 
'. ;~:~JfJ~jV~f"~ ;i"i,j.'~) SJo~ ~l\;~: ~~-.~-". 

t; .. " ~~? -, .. !~;:i1/(:.!~~I~~~~C!~·tI 

:,; '''; "1'" '''J1' /f:(; !<' \~w PA C 

-~~H~WIMA~ ThREE SIX 
.~~/STG B~ij~N SIX Pi FIVE 

..... ~ ~"'" 

\. ~ : ~~ -. 

·-:'·'G i~;~~j~ ,~,)f1f;2[~1 A~_~~, f./~ (r.!~)i-AJ..~~4 

------

.~-"':c.'""."'. '" " _,:,s:"._""g- - .cc=-:=.::::-=~~:",=:-,~~="~,,,;,,,,~=_-,~,,,:,,~,,",,,~,,-;, 

-~.-~~~r:=~~~l~~-=~-:=:~~~ 

,~-~, ~:':F i~.;J I ~~~ ? R~)V.IS l()N~ REF' A 2·:~~~(~ 6?J' t\ R?l to c!1~!H;14 ~_~J 

<:"~>:;'iXV3: 231400H~ AUG 6c1;; ~; 
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~~0 
)0 RUABQL RUHHbRA RUHHfMA RUHGUl.. iWMH,"'W R!ji1HVP RUi'iHAW RUAUDB 
~E RUMFrJG !~2 2351~14 
Zrii SSSS5 """"'" 

(0 "Z31414ZAUG 61 .f 
i FM HMl~1 TWO SIX TWO ¥ 
'ro RUA8QL/CG NINTH MAE 
\rWADQL/CTF SEVEi~ ~l HE 
\INFO HUHH8RAlCr~CPACFL r 
·~I1RH!'i.JlA7CrrTNF'PA-c.-----

:UHGUL/COMSEVENTHFLI 
kUMHMF/CG III ~F 
RU~HVPICG THIRD MAR DIv 
RUMHAW ICG fIRST P1AW 
RUMHAW/rlAG THREE 51 X . ./ 
RUAUDB/MAG ONE FIVE jC 
ZEN/crG SEVEN NINE PI FIVE 
ZE~/CTG SEVEH SIX PI FIVE 
BT 
SEC RET 
COMMAND Hl\'lM 262 (U) 

~---

\o,i+\ G)~~5 tt 
.s/3 

~~~-

A~ CG FIRST MAw 070~~9Z AUG67 (~OTAL) 
B~ CTF o 19 !10~14Z AU67 (NOTAL) 
1. lAW REF A & c HMM 262 RPTS to CONP1At.D LE~S OPCON CG t<41NTH 11)1}.':. 
opeON CTF-79 EFFECTIVE 23140~H~ 
Gp ...... 

T 
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PP fiU(lJrTJG 
ZNY SSSSS lOV RUAU&t 
ZCPHA319ZCIPC400 
PP RUAU&JG 
DE RlJABQL 112$ 2360648 
~~~.:C.~§J}~§ ___ --=" __ -=~ ..... 
• p 2406~~ AUG 67 "'1 / 

1, ,CG NINTH NAB • . 
~!iJ RUAUSJG/HMM two SIX nro g;. 
lJ NF9 RUliliFllAl~~t£~ 
RUHGuriCO~~SEVENTHFLT 
ZEN/CG FMFPAC (FlAIDl 

DECLASSIFIED 

--~ 

-~ 

~O~~i5\~'\&-~ 
!\l 

RU~HAW/CG FIRS! MAW / 
RUAUD8/MAG ONE FIVE uI 
RUAUBJG /CIG SEVEN tHN:;;: PI F Ivi: V' 

fWAUBJN/CIG SEVEN SIX Pi FIVE 
BT 
SECRET 
COi'lMAND OF HMM 252 
A~ HMM 262 2.3i4!4Z AUGG1 (l>lOTAL) 
iz BY REF A HMM 2EiZ REf'ORIEO TO THIS }!Q fOR COiyHlItlSD LESS OPCr;HI 

AND TO elF 7S FOR OPCON. 
20 REPOR! 10 MAG " FOf.: CO~iNAND L.ESS OPCON ~J) 10 C1G 79,5 FOh 
f ;ON.''''-
1;-; .,.4 
BT 

LA 
N 
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, / 

00 RUHGUt RUMHr1f. RUio1Ftrv RU,M~QL RUMSfljA lWwS5B iiUNFIJZ RUHHHQA RlJitlfXr 
RUPlFUAA lWHKSRA RU~Jr;SA Rm1iiffrl~ H!J~FKB Rt!YaSAL RU~FiJE RUNECR RlJrlHVP 
'UMHAW RUMFrJ~ RUAUDB RUMfCR RUHGCR RUM~VHE 
-tE RUMFt.JG !607 24101kJ() .. _-
ZhY SSSSS 
o 29010£ AUG 67 
M CIa SEVEM SIX PT FIVE 
TO RUHG UL ICOMSEVEwTHFL T 
RUMHMF leG III filAY 
ZEN/CTS SEVEN IUNE PI FIVE""'­
INFO RUMFUVItTr SEVEN SIX 
RUABQL/CTF SEVEN NINE 
RUMSMA/COMUS{ltACV 
RUMSBB/COMNAVFORV 
RUMFUZICTF SEVEN THREE 
RUHHHQA/CINCPAC 
RUMFKE/C!E SEVEN ZERO PI TWO fI ONE PI O~E 
RUMFUAA/CTG SEVEN ZERO Pi EIGHt 
... A'JiHBRA/Cl HCPACFLT 
.. .,iWJ1iISA/COMPHIBPAC 

. ~.HHUA-1C~ "Fl'WP,ACI .', " 
. lWABQL/CG FMfPAC (FWD) 

RUMFKB/CTF ONE OUE FIVE 
RU~lSAL/CDR SEVENTH AF' 
RUMFUE/CTF S~JEN SEVEN 
RunEeR/oru SEVEN ZERO PI SgVE~ PT ONE 
RUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV 
RUMHAw/CG FIRST MARDIV 
RUMHAW leG FIRST MAW 
RUMFIJN/CIG SEVEN SIX PI FOUR 
RUMFTJM/CTG SEVEN NINE PI FOUR 
RUAUDB/eIG SEVEN NINE PI THREE 
RUMFCR/CTG SEVEN THREE PI FIVE 
RUHGCR/CTU SEVEN ZERO PI EIGHT PININE 
ftUMNVHE/CTG ONE ONE rIVE PI Ot~E 

SECRET 
BELT DRIVE (U) 
A. COMSEVENTHFLT 2310~6l AUG 61 
B. CIG 19.5 2S125SZ AUG 67 NOTAL 
1. LANDING FORCE fIRM).. Y ESTABLISHED AS'HORE. lAW PARA 9 REF It ~ AS f'JU!iJALLY 

AGREED UPON BY ORIS AND CG II! MAr, OPCON SLF BRAVO (eIG 79.5) PASSED TO 
CS III MAF EFFECtIVE 2909~0H AUG 61. AOA DISSOLVED A~D CONTROL OF 
SUPPORTING ARMS PASSED ASHORE TO CG III ~AF AT THAt tIME. 
2. ORIG REMAINS IN SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS ASHORE. 
GP-4 
aT 
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."",,,,,:,,, .. ,, nijj"',i-\VP HUhHBR~ MHiGU1..-uf<UHHFNA-aU('l.Haw-Rjj.i\~f.KR\LJill~~~~m __ .~ __ ~- .. 
::.: ;:';~'1:;'L,;G 0!9 24 U320? 
, ;': '/ sssss 

o erG Sl!:VEN ~! NE. Pi fl Vf. 
~'~ FYMHMFlCG In !~AF 
;-,lp1f-lVP/CG THIRD {IlARDIV 

• ,';' C IWHHBRA/CI !'fePAe:,'l,. T 
.- :,.; ,';G.Ut../COrlSEVENTH FL r 
.-, UhHlflrlA/CG l"MfPAC 
:;Uf'lHA~lICG fIRST MAW 
-w·'f"'R\},IGr~· SEVEN SIX 

,":~:~lCrF- SEVEN N!NE 
~~N/CIG SEVEN SIX PI FIVi 

3f;~REl 
BELl DRIVE (u) 
f~q CIG 7·6 .... 5 2$0101$2 AUG 67 
B~ CG III MAF 28"-lS26Z AUG 61 
~~ lAW REF A&S SLF CONSISIING OF SLF 
OPCON GG 3Dj'rjf~RD!V EF~'EC'il\f£ 29-0900Ho 

87 

-.. _-

.. ~-' 

HDQ., Bl-i' 2/5 At;D Hf'lN 2.62 r-rrs TQ 
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CiA Ia 52{'lrAS 1 1 ,.' _., 
_~_ ... ______ ~~ _____ , __ ~_, ___ ~_".~~~~_~_~ __ ..• _, __ ,~. ~_.~_~'u . , .. ~ ~,~~_" 

-C~:O-=2 ';="tl>~tcf~~'4Zj-~ · 
IO>I'Flvr;~-" ".. --, :) , 

• ... --;-' c, ~ __ a...j ,_ t'_~_""'" 
" ; - ---- --

co, LG ThHW i~!i;RDl·J 2~i22~ AUG 67 .;;;:, 
CHANGE [FFECT!iJE DATE Of B!..I 2/3 CHOP IN itEr A 1'0 0108100 SSP. 'SIll 

..:.---------~~ 
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I)¥ J 6/ 5' 0 7L.l 

---'-------
) ..... ""3 

c~~-~~o ____ ~_~ __ c~_."...Qty~ ()~'C-{q~) I~:: 
V/ .. ~ E T 

1c FOR FOURTH MAR <'I 

_~~; GHOP BLT 2/3 TO erG 79~5 EFFECT!VE (4200) ~ 3130 
;':;",)R erG 7905 -
~l:\) ',}OMMErlCE BACKLOAD TO ARG SHIPP HJG N __ 

MPr40ST EFFECT! VDKf'jEi~NS" 
~EGO!'ll'lENDED TO THIS HQ EFFECTIVE TINE OF CHOP TO CTG 16050 

.--~ 

• ~. ~ •• - •• -. _. •• "-- - •• --,' --..... ----~ •• "'.. • ""-'~',.,::: ~ >, .- _."-
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1·fA 104 

~0 RUMFTJG RUMFIJM 
~€ RUMHMf 274 2471238 
::t-rt s!~s~s~s~s_.."."... __ _ 
;)"04 !2:3SZ "sif 57 
:",q CG 11 I MAY 
~j RSxrTJG/CTG SEVEN SIX PI FIVE 
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COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT - OPERATION KANGAROO KICK 

MapReference~ AMS~ Vietnam, 1:;0 9 000, Series L-70l4 Sheets 6442 I thru 
DI. 

1. GENERAL. 

a. Operation KANGAROO KICK was a unilateral amphibious operation con­
ducted in "accordance with'NWP"22(A)~"utilizing-neTicopterborne assault 
forces o The operation was conducted 12 miles south of Quang Tri City, the 
AOA being centered on the Quang Tri/Thua Thien Province boundary. I Corps 
Tactical Zone, Republic of Vietnam. ' 

b o The inclusive dates of Operation KANGAROO KICK were 1-3 August 
1967~ 

20 TASK ORGANIZATION 

Special Landing Force 
BLT 2/3 
HMM 26; 

3. INTELLIGENCE 

Colonel J. G. DIONISOFOULOS 
ttCol E~ W. HERICH 
LtCol W. R. BEELER 

".--.---.-:.~~-- ....... ~. .::.:" ;~" - 'NI'T"-l? ,~jji~r ;,.., .. ~t,~-;:r,."'" .~-;-'~--~~~ ~,.;-~~, :~;",~L" 

a. Enemy Situation and Capabilities Prior to Operation KANGAROO KICK. 

(1) Enemy Situationo_~l1emy ground forces in the objective area 
had been identified as the 4lbth Battalion, ;th NVA Regiment; 802nd Bat­
talion, 6th NVA Regiment, and the C.Il Intelligence Companyo One uniden­
tified Battalion and three unidentified companies,were also reported in 
the area. . , . 

(2) Enemy Capabilities. The enemy could attack or defend at any 
time and place with a force of up to two-NVA Battalions (416th and 802nd) 
and two unidentified Battalions; reinforce within eight to ten hours with 
a force~of up to three NVA Battalions (806th. 814th and 3rd) and one MF 
Battalion (808th) or evade direct contact and resort to spoiling attacks, 
ambushes and harassment with. mines and surprise firing devices. 

b. Enemy Contacts and Tactics During Operation KANGAROO KICKa 

(1) Enemy Contactso First contact with the enemy occurred on 
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D-Day when Grey Rebei Foxtrot received four rounds of smali arms fire from 
vicinity YD485445. The remaining contacts consisted of light to moderate 
small arms p automatic weapons and 6'Omm mortar fire o Out of the 17 fire 
incidentS reported during the two day p~riod. seven were directed at heli-
coptersresuJ-ting in inil!orcdamage_to----'='EJ:'~~"_~------~-~-_:-------. ____ . 

,(2) Enemy Tactics. DUring Operation KANGAROO KICK, the enemy 
selected those tactics usually associated with a well organized guerrilla 
force~ ioe. p sniper fire from concealed locations to halt the advance of 
troops by day and mortar missions from well placed positions to harass the 
defepsivs positions by night. 

Co Weather and Te;~aino 

(1) Weather. The objective area was under the influence of the SW 
monsoon which resulted in afternoon and evening thunderstorms';l.n the moun­
tains causing overcast skies over the AOA o This ov~rcast provided a better 
lift capability for helicopters as well as a shield from the sun for the 
maneuvering forceso 

(2) TerrainoThe terra.in in 'the AOA consisted of a coastal plain 
of wetland ric.a and sonie dr;y.:_.cropso The area was generally well drained 
by numerous streams o Obser~ration and fields of fire were generally good 
throughout 0 The major obstacles to mo~emen~ jDlandwer~ the t:ree lines 
and hedgerows surrounding the village a'nd huts wi th~n the village. 

do Interpreters. Interrogators and Translators. Interpreters. inter­
rogators and translators were requested for this operation because of 
the heavy civilian population within the AOA. They were provided by 
COMUSMACV Advisory Group Quang Tri, on D minus ,1 and proved invaluable 
assisting tn processing

o 
capturec;I do'cuments 9 il1110cent civilians. VCS and 

captured e,quipment. , "" " 

40 Missiono SLF conduct helicopterborne assault'into designated iandtng 
zones o 'Conduct ,search and destroy operations within the AOA. conducts 
other operations as agreed upon wi th.~ CG III MAF 0 A waterborne feint to 
be conducted concurrently in support of the he~icopterborne assaulto 

Concept of Operations 

(a) The inherent 'mobility of the SLF was to be mQ.ximized to insure 
a rapid buil~up of forces ashore thereby'gaining surprise and shock action. 
The operation was conducted in two phas~sg 
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(1) An amphibious helicopterborne assault ~nd waterborne feint 
to block avenues of access and egress from the areao This phase was 
chara.cterized by aggressive 'movement on the small unit leveL 

(2) A rapid search and destroy operation was conducted within 
the AOA to locate and destroy enemy forces o 

6. Execution 

3,,, Operation KANGAROO KICK Was initiated by COMSEVENTHFLT 2804.56z 
July 1967. Execution was in accordance with CTG 79 • .5 Operation Plan 
l20A=67 implemented by eTG 79 • .5 290728Z July 1967. Frag Order for Oper­
ation KANGARdOmK~- - ~'--------'----.--.--.------.-.------

b o DwDay was established and confirmed as 1 August 1967 with Land 
H Hours at o630H. Company H in the first helicopter wave touched down 
in LZ SWAN (YO .530460) at 0633. The LVT waterborne feiht turned away 
seaward of the Green Beach surf line at 06)OHo Companies E and F landed 
after Company H in LZ'8 GULL (YO .514463) and EAGLE (YO 490462) respectively. 
All landings were unopposed with the exception of light sniper fire in 
LZ EAGLEo The l.wdingforce met with little resistance. seoured initial 
objectives and was firmly e stabli she-a ashore by OJ0800H August 19670 
At that time OPCON of Detachment Alph~. HMM 26.5. consisting of five air­
craft and BLT 2/3 less 3d P1atoon g Company B9 1st AMTrac Battalion was 
passed to CG III MAF. OPCON of Detachment Alph~ was further passed to 
eG First MAWo OPCON of BLT 2/3. less AMTrac Platoon v passed to CG Third 
Marine Division thence to Fourth Marinis. Upo~ completion of off load 
of these units at OJ2000H Operation KA~GAROO KICK was terminated and re­
maining SLF units embarked in ARG shipping sailed for upkeep period at 
Subic Bay v Republic of the Philrppineso 

70 Co~nders Analysis 

&0 P1annin$, 

(1) On 26 July 1967 the SLF backloa.ded aboard ARG shipping having 
completed Operation BEAR CHAINo The S1! was requested to report to First 
Marine Division for the planning of Operation COCHISE. While the ARG/SLF 
Was refurbishing at Da Nang g CG III MAF requested SLF planners report to 
CG Third Marine Division vice First Mar~ne Division. 

(2) On 27 July 1967 SLF Planners reported to CG Third Marine 
Division for preliminary planning for an amphibious operation and the 
subsequent off load of BLT 2/3. 
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(3) Planning continu~d. through the i~~~ance of final orders on 
29 July 19670 During planning the following steps were a.~complishedo . 

, 

(a) Since Operation BEAR CHAIN was conducted in the same 
AOA it waS only necessary to receive an up~dated brief on the enemy order 
of battle and current inte11igenceo 

(b) Arrangeme'nts were made for processing and evacuation of 
POWts g detainees 0 refugees g civilian casualtie~ and captured materialo 

(c) Arrangements were made for th~ u;e of oneRF/PF Squad 
from each districto (Hai Lang and Phong Dien) . 

(d) LogistiQ support proc~dures were arranged o 

(e) Radio frequencies were obtained and a.ssign'ed and the 
communication plan was issuedo' 

(f) The AOA was agreed upon and command relationships were 
finalized 0 

j 

,e 

.~~~. -------------_.- --~. 

, 
(g) A mlva1 gunfire support ship' ~as requested and require­

ments for close air support w~re determined and r~questedo . 

(h) Additional helicopter support was requested consisting 
of four armed and one unarmed UH-lEo ~nd two CH-53's for the landing of 
the artillery batteryo 

(i) 'Arrangements were made to proVide liaison with the 
Fourth Marines and to exchange liaison office~~ with district headquarters 
at ffirl, Lang and Phong Dieno . i ' . .. 

b o Command Relationships. 

(1) Operation KANGAROO KICK was a unilateral amphibious operation 
with command relationships in accordanc~ with EWP 22(A). The Landing 
Force was firmly established ashore and OPCON of BLT 2/3 (less the AMTrac 
Platoon) and Det&chment Alpha~ HMM 265 (5 A/C)_was passed to CG II! MAF 
effective '030800H. This was in accordance witl'J. the KANGAROO KICK initiating 
directive (COMSEVENTHFLT 280456z July 1967 as_~odified by COMSEVENTHFLTS 
290822Z 'and 292232Z July67) . 

c. Supporting Arms o The following Supporting Arms were available 
to the SLF during Operation KANGAROO KICK. 
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(1) Air S~pport 

(a) Fixed wing air support was readily available" LZ's 
were not prepped: however CAS was on station until completion of the 
landing at which time a!~oraft were place~ on strip alert and could be 
obtained in 30 minutes. . 

(b) Two armed and one unarmed UH=lE were assigned to the 
SLF and based aboard the LPHo These proytded escorts for CH=46 flights 9 

on 0&11 support to the ground forces and aeria.l observation of the oper-
ating area" . './". 

(c) Two CH~53iS were made avail~ble to the SLF for 'the 
landing of the artillery battery. . . 

. ,' 
-0------0"_------ -=--

(2) ,'"",_'" 'w.·- ,.: 

(a) In 'addition to Batte~y B~ 1st Batta.lion o 12th Marines g 

a:ttached to the SLF g the 3d Battalion 12th Marines was available to the· 
SLF 0 on request. for' reinforcing fir~s. . ,.. , 

~'" ',;. 

(3) Na.valGunfire 
1 "-, ( 

(a) TheUSS Go K~ MACKENZIE (DD 836) provided naval gunfire 
support for OperationKANGAR~O IqCK untf~ __ released 020001H August'1967 0 , 

(4) Coordination 
.' 

Coordination of supporting arms was in accordance with 
current doctrineo~ing the operation. district representatives from 
Hai Lang and Phong Dien were pres~nt in the SAee to provide clearance 
on designated targets 6 .... -- :~.- ... .<.... -- ....... _._ .. 

T";-. 

d. Communication 
'~ 

(1) Operation kANGAROO nCK was'~charact~rized by extenaed com~ 
munications consi?-ering the type 'equipment employed o Terrain and type 
of operation prevented employment of Radio Relay and High Power Vehicular 
mounted equipment,. Being unable to employ Radio Relay placed the ;,lddi tional 
burden -of traff~c normally passed' through Radio'Relay upon Radio 0 thereby 
saturating radio circuits to a near maximum capacity. ' . , . .. 

(2) Reliability of communications to higher headquart'ers and" 
adjacent units was excellent while conununicationsto. theBLT wa.s difficult 
throughout the opera tl. 0l:'l' In the majority of insta.nces. it was necessary 
to relay through one of the three liaison teams~ provided by SLF communi~ 
cation Section v located with units 'adja~(!mt to and within the AOA,' 
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(3) Tbe\U-a < ••• to:r Crypto SysteJll) w~s amp1o~ OD Th~d Karine 
D1 vi8i9Jl and FG~h ~lne ltecilUnt ta~ti~al' nets 1ti th 'excel1.nt resu~ts 
throug~out the oporation~ This system has proven extr .. elY reliable i~ 
p}:ooviding ~e LlindincF'.rce COlIZaIlqer with. secure means of eoiimru.nioations 
for 00 ... 4:' ani denbol of tM landing force. 

,. I' .:, 

. (4) 1;,rae,C~io.Uons Seot.1o~· providedpersonn,el and equi'pment 
tor :three 'l1aiSofl tea .. located at Fourt.hMarine Regiment. Phong Dien :,am 
Hai 'l.a.Jlg. !he b/f1!tC-25/ltC-292, was e~loyecl" wit,\l each :tealll prov1ditlg , 
the SLfiCo_nd .. withaa ex.ellet _ans of· oo .... dc.tioa. ~r:tia1sori 
and coOrdi .. tion With units aqjaoent to am within tt.·.lOA. ,. 

(S) Frequencies all.Qcate<1 by Thi~ Marine Division ·.er" 'more 
than .dequa~ in quantity. ~~during the. oper.tion it was deterained 
that .. ve.al of the.e,frequencie. were previously assigned to other units 
1ft relatinly close pl-oxtatty to the AOA or$atiq' con1'usioft .nd reql11:tirw 
.e1l8r.l t'requency shUts by this eoamana. . ! 

, (6). During this opera~ionp two FM circuits. Helicopter Direction 
IJand Landing Zone Centrol p were oombined into one oi~cuito The cQmbining 
of the.e two o~ouits satisfactorily tilled .the require.ents of each cir­
cuit, ellainated·the require.ent of 1 FM trequeney and released onepiece 
ot FM .quipm.n~t'or other use. It is recommended th.t these circuits 
re .. in combinea.; for future operations .. 

e. Lodstics 

(1) ~ing Oper.tion KAl9AROO KICK. all resupply w.s from the 
LPH and all casualties were evacuated to the LPH. The cIa •• V ba.ic 
.llowance was reconstituted and cargo and equipment were oft' lo.ded 
without incident. 

t. Civic Al'fairs 

(1) Provisions were ... de toevacu.te all rerulee. to the LSA at 
ea.p baDS (lD S34.417).. Civilian .. deyac' •• ere evacuated to the LPH 
tor initial tr .. tDentthen to the civili~ hospital at HUe. 

8. ft!adine.s ot the SLF 

(1) SLF Bra'Vo. embarked in A!tG Br.vo shipping (USS TltIPOLI (LPU-lO). 
USS OGDD (LPD-S). USS 1fOIlTICELLO (LSD-,S) am USS·1'EMtELL COUftY(ISr 
1157» is Prepa!"ed to respond to any contingencies which 1IJ&) art •• wi th-
in the'5eveatbFleets area of' opel-.tiono Upon arriv.l Subic an eXpeditious 
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transfer will be made from the USS OGDEN (LPD=5) to the USS PAUL REVERE 
(APA 248). Continuous emphasis is being placed on personnel. training. 
supply and equipment readiness. ELT 2/3 (less AMTrac Platoon) and HMM 
265 Detachment Alpha are prepared to reembark aboard ARG shipping on 
short notice. 

9. The following comments on ELT 2/3 and HMM 265 After Action Reports 
are included. 

(a) ELT 2/3 

(1) Para 5c(2) If there was any long response time for night 
Med Evacs other than that inherent in that type mission it was caused by 
the poor state of training of the Landing Support Team. A situation 
which is presently being corrected. 

(2) Para 13(a) is concurred ini however. as stated in previous 
After Action Reports, when an area is swept clear of enemy but the 
tactical situation does not permit permanent occupancy. it is highly 
probable the enemw will filter back in. 

(b) HMM 265 

(1) Para 3a. This is a problem known to all levels of command; and 
appropriate measures are being taken to ease the situation. 

(2) Para 3b~ The problems and hazards of preparing for a 
maximum launch during hours of darkness are known and the extra effort 
put forth is appreciated. Experience has shown that the best time to 
achieve maximum surprise effect on the enemy is at dawn. Therefore to 
take advantage of this surprise most landings will be made at first 
light 0 

(3) Para 30: is completely concurred in. and as stated in Para 
9(a)(1) above. a program has been established to correct this problem. 
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COMBAT AFTER ACTICN REPORT - BELT DRIVE~ 

Map Reference: AMS g Vtetnam, 1~5()~QQO_Serj.~s J:,..,Z014_~h.Elet_s 6442J~h.rough 
IV~ 

1. GENERAL. 

a. Operation BELT DRIVE was a unilateral amphibious operation conducted 
in accordance with NWP22(A)D employing:waterborne and heliborne assault 
forces. The operation was conducted lO,,-J:Uiles south of :::.lUANG TRI CITYg the 
AOA being centerea on the ':::.lUANG TRI/TI~THIEN PROVINCE boundary 9 I Corps 
Tactical Zone. Republic of Vietnam. 

b o The inclusive dates of Operation BELT DRIVE were 27 August through 
5 September 19670 During the period 29Q300H August to 042000H September 
1967 the SLF operated under the CPCON of~ CG THIRD l>1arine Divisiono 

20 TASK ORGANIZATION 

Special Landing Force 
81T 2/3 
HHM 262 

30 INTELLIGENCE 

- Colonel J. G. DIONISOPOULOS 
, Major T:J. O. BEARD 

Major G. A. CORLISS 

a. Enemy Situation., Inf,ormationr~ceived ,PI.'ior to Operation BELT DRIVE 
indicated that The HAl LAI'JG Forest was -used by the enemy for training and 
rest centers. resupply and replacement areas. and base camp sites. The 
HAl LllNG Forest accommodated the Headquarters. 4l6th Battalion. 5th lIi'V4. 
Regiment; the Headquarters, SOOth Battalion, 6th NVA Regiment; two Main 
Force Battalions (BOOth and .s'08th), ancione Local Force Company (Ho99) 

b. Enemy Capabilities. The enemy was capable of~ 

(1) Attacking with a force of up to two NVA Battalions, or 

(2) Defending at a time and place of his choosing with a force 
of up to two NVA Battalions. or 

(3) Evading direct contact and resorting to spoiling attacksp 
ambushes and harassment Taith mines and surprise firing devices, and/or 

(4) Reinforcing 't-ri thin four to ten hours with a force of up to 
one NVA Battalion. two Main Force Battalion. one Sapper Battalion and one 
Local Force Company. --~~-- - ~---
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(c) Enemy Tactics. During the operation one mortar attack was made on 
the Battalion~Pp and eight to thirteen man squads armed with small arms/ 
automatic weapons conducted perimeter probes against company and platoon 
positions. It.is believed that the enemy used ~T blocks to simulate a 
mortar attack to cover his assault on friendly positions while friendly 
troops sought cover from the TNT. Significantly one enemy weapon was 
captured for each enemy killed. Also in one instance the enemy apparently 
relaxed his efforts to recover his KIA. WIA t and weapons. On or about 3l23JOH 
a squad from Company E ambushed approximately 10 enemy at YO 373462. The 
squad reported seeing four enemy bodies in the area of ambush before with­
drawing. A search conducted in the are~ the foflowing morning recovered 
three enemy KIA one enemy WIA, one PRC-25 radio, one complete Battalion-aid 
type medical kit, four AK_47 carbines, 90 one-pound blocks of TIlT 0 14 
loaded AK-47 magazines, 4 grenades, two boxes of blasting caps, ammunition 
and assorted equipment and supplies. 

Cd) Interpreters. Interrogators and Translators. 
received from Jrd Marine Division: 

The following was 

(1) Seven Interpreters. (1 officero 6 enlisted) 

(2) One Interrogator/Translator Team. (3 enlisted) 

(3) One Counter intelligence Team. (1 officer. 2 enlisted) 

(4) One Intelligence NCO (on-the-job training) 

(5) The Army Advisory Group located at Headquartersg QUANG TRI 
District provided an American civilian and one Vietnamese civilian from the 
National Police Unit locat_~d in QU.ANG TRI. 

.6. The availability and appropriate employment of these specialists 
during 0p8rati.on BELT DRIVE reaffirmed their positive contribution to the 
overall effort. 

40 Mi~QUo Special Landing FQrce Bravo(SLF Bravo) was to conduct a heli­
borne and waterborne amphibious assault in order~lo conduct search and de­
stroy operations against lTVAjVC forces in the AOA and to conduct screening 
anrl interdiction operations to deny enemy forces routes of access into 
populated areas and prevent their interference with the Vietnamese National 
Elections. In addition SLF Bravo was to conduc~such other operations as 
~Gr0e~ upon with CG III MAF, and on order to conduct an amphibious with­
drPliTaL 
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5. Concept of Operations 

Operation BELT DRIVE waS a unilateral amphibious operation conducted 
by the ARG/SLF BRAVO. The operation was planned as a search and destroy 
opera tion employing both waterborne ancLheliborne as sault land ings. Ini~ 
tially, the inherent mobility of the SLF was to be exploited to the maxi­
mum to ensure a rapid'buildup of combat power ashore in order to gain sur­
prise and shock effect. Operation BELT DRIVE was conducted in two phases: 

ao A deliberate search and destroy operation within the HAl LANG Forest~ 
the area of primary interest. to locate and destroy enemy forces and em= 
placements g and to locate and recover caches o:f ammunition and other sup­
plies. This phase (27-31 Aug67) was characterized by aggressive maneuver 
at the small unit level to locate and destroy enemy forces in the area. 

b. A screening 
the HAl LANG Forest 
along Highway #1 in 
National Elections. 

6. Execution 

and interdiction (1~5Sep67) along routes of access from 
area to the populated areas (QUANG TRl ~ HAl LANG CITISS) 
order to prevent e~~my i.nterference .l'i th the Vietnamese 

a. Operation BELT D3.ln was initiated by COHSEVENTh'FLT 231006z Aug67 0 

Execution was in accordance with CTG 79.5 OPLAN 120A-67 as supplemented by 
CTG 79., 232007Z Aug67. the frag order for this operation. 

b. D-Day was established as 26 August 1967 with L/H Hours at 064.5Ho 
However, adverse weather -cohdlti-oDs-In the -AOAforc-eaa--posf:poneme-ht. -6f 
D-Day to 27 August 1967. with L/H Hours at 064,H. 

CO Company "E' 2/3 landed at 0645H in LVT's over B3ACH SLUE (YD 486571) 
without enemy contact. Company 'H' in the first helicopter wave of 16 CH=46 
landed in LZ CARDINAL (YD 377464) at 0624H and Company 'G' landed subsequently 
in 1Z WREN (YD 392452) 1<rHhout enemy opposition. Company 'F' landed at 
1105H in 1Z CARDn~AL"-__ _ ___________________________ _ 

7. Commander's Analysis 

a. Planning 

(1) The ARG/S1F returned from upkeep period at Subic Bay 20 August 
and commenced backload of B1T 2/3 and Detac11ment "A", HMM 2650 Backload 
was completed and both units reported to OPCON eTG 79.5 effective 220600H 
August 1967. At this time the SLF was requested to report to CG Third 
Marine Division_Lor planning. 

SECRST-NOFCRN 
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(2) On 21 August 1967 SLF planners reported to CG III l1AF. as 
requested. for preliminary planning for an amphibious operation. Planning 
continued through the issuance of final orders on 24 August. During plan­
ning the following steps._were ~~complished. __ ' __ 

(a) Maps, aerial photograph. area analysis and enemy order 
of battle were obtained and limited aeria:L recorg:taissance of the AOA was 
conducted. - -

---------- -=-- -------- -- -----_ ........ __ .-._._---

(b) Current int.e11igence waS obtained from Third Marine 
Division and from U,S. Army Advisors at Quang Tr~ City. 

(c) Arrangements were made for processing and evacuation of 
POW's, detainees, refugees, civilian casualties, and captured documents 
and supplies. 

Cd) Arrangements were made for the use of RF/PF personnel 
from Hai Lang District. 

(e) Logistic support procedUres were arranged. 

(f) Radio frequencies were obtained and assigned, and the 
communications plan was issued. 

(g) The AOA was .Ii.greed upon a.nd command relationships were 
finalized. 

(h) A naval gunfire support ship was requested and require­
ments for close air support were determined and requested. Additional 
helicopter support . was requested consisting of four armed and one un­
armed DR-1E. 

(i) Arrangements were made to provide liaison to the Third 
Marine Division(Fwd), to Fourth Marines and to exchange liaison parties with 
the 1st ARVN Division Heagquarters at QuangTri Clty-;;-

. -----_ .... _-_._-_ .. -.- ---.-.---.-.-.-------.-~.--

b. Command Relationships. 

(1) Operation B~LT DRIVE .. laS a unilate]:"a1 amphibious operation 
with command relationships in_accordance with No'lP-22(A). CTG 76 0 5 passed 
OPCON of the SLF to CGul:r:I_I1Ali' aL~0966HAii~st 1967 who simultaneously 
passed it to CG 3rd Marine Diyision. 'u, ()PCOl'T of CompanyF/Z/3was passed to 
1st AHTRAC Battalion effg.ctive 31l7NjIfA.ugust·I9b7~2ndBn Jrd Marines, less 
Company "F", and ,-Ii th Battery B/fJ12, Recon Platoon ana-Snore -Par"Ey"P1atoon 
CHOPP~ to 4th Marines effective Ol0800R September 1967. At 042000H Sep­
tember 1967 Company flF" waS CHOFPED to 2ndBn 3rd Narines and at that time 
2dBattalion(Rein) , Third Narines CHOPPED to the SLF. SLF Bravo CHOPF.ED to 
CTG 76 0 5 effective 0500 om September-I96i.-sLF Bravo·conduct-ea-an ·amphIbious 
wi thdra1.Jal by surface means. On complet1on of !;he amphibious withdrawal 
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Operation BELT DRIVE was terminated at 052000H September 1967. 

(2) Special Landing Force Bravo~provided liaison officers to Third 
Marine Division(Fwd), 4th Marines, and exchanged liaison officers with 
Province Headquarters g QUANG TRI. 

c. Supporting Arms. 

(1) Air 

(a) ,Fixed Wing air....§~o]'i:. W"~_.s~r.~g9.j.Jy_.§.yai)"ap:l!3 ang w~~L used 
when required. La,!].ding Zones CAl3-DINfU, ~d WRE~J were e~ch prepped by four 
aircraft from 1st Marine Aircraft Wing p.r. lor to landing of heliborne troopso 
The preparation was controlled by TAC(A)-.in armed UH-1E helicopters. After 
the landing. close air support aircraft were on station until L+2. During 
BELT DRr.JE, secondary targets wi thin the-'AOA were selected for unexpended 
ordnance when aircraft on-station time was exhausted. Fixed wing aircraft 
provided 16 missions with 32 sorties dur~ng BELT DRIVE. 

(b) Four armed DR-IE helico'pters were assigned to SLF BRAVO 
on D-Day. Thereafter. two armed UH-1E'swere provided until the end of the 
operation. These __ helicQpters provided control for air strikes, support for 
ground action. and in several instances;~conducted e~~~gency evacuation 
of wounded. - -~ .. -

(c) One UH-1E (Unarmed) was provided to SLF BRAVO for 
command and control. This helicopter was also used extensively for aerial 
observation. ,,-. , -.> - -=-=.~ 

(2) Artillery. Artillery attached to SLF BRAVO, Battery liB" p 1st 
Battalion, 12th l1arines, provided light ~rtillery support to the SLF . 

. Medium Artillery of ARVN was available for reinforcing fires from Hai Lang 
and Quang Trl. Heavy artillery support, 175llimt was available from Dong Ha 
if required. ~~~~~~=-"~.~ __ =-=-=-=-~~~~~=-~~=-_ 

(3) Naval Gunfire. USS DUPONT CDD 941) was assigned to support 
the landing. The landing over the beach_was unopposed and forces soon moved 
beyond effective range of DUPONT. As a result, she Was released on D+l 
after firing several H&I missions on the_night of D-DayG USS WALDRON 
(DD 699) and USS BOSTON (CAG 1) covered the amphibious withdrawal. 

(4) Coordination. Coordination-of supporting arms was in accordance 
with current amphibious doctrine. Coordination Was afloat until 0900 on 
D+2. At that time the SLF Fire Support Coordinator moved ashore and 
coordinated supporting fires until Ol080~H September when 2nd Battalion 

:.:~;- -: cc- "'.:i' -. c-

- --5---------------- ---- Encl~sure (1) 
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(-)(Rein) , 3d Marines CHOPPED to 4th Marines. 
afloat during the amphibious withdrawalo 

d. Communication 

Coordination was returned 

(1) During Operation "BELT DRIVE" communications were very good 

1>' 

to the battalion ashore and to higher headquarters. Technical difficulties 
were revealed during the operation which forced the SLF to use the ~ffiC-IIO 
radio vehicle aboard shipo Only minor circuit outage was experienced. and this 

., 

outage occurred during mane1Jvers_J'FherLth~~hJpt~ h.ulLma~k:~d some 9:f _the_lower a, 
antennas 0 ,., 

(2) The KY-8 (Nestor Crypto System) prov"ec1 sufficient, and the 
collocation of the crypto~yst~_~th the VRC-46-radios allowed a rapid 
cha.ngeover from_ cle.ar to Cl-'Lv~re~do __ m_~'l~§ __ ~~ ___ Qf_~tr~llsmi s~iQJ1~t~L __ =£QY~I_~g __ G_;i.~g_:q_~_~§~ ----- - -
were used only to a limited extent to higher headquarterso Rowever. tney­
functioned well throu.gh9ut the operation. The battalion ashore did not have 
a covered transmission capability as the MRC-I09radio vehicle was not taken 
ashore due to the rapidly changing tactical situation. 

(3) Radio Relay was not employed during the operation. The ship- _ 
board GRC-lO terminal was ie§-t;,eQ..._Qllring the operations with other ships in _______ _ 
the Task Group. and functioned poorly. The antenna terminals were cleaned 
and the equipment is currently scheduled for further testing. 

(4) Personnel for liaison teams were provided by 9thMAB and radio 

~~~;le~:r:~n~~~u~~:~i;~:i~~~~~;:l~<l~~~~_Q~;~~d;~!}~_~~j:~;~1.~~!_;t~e:~ies. e 
The 4th I·larine Regiment is to be complimented for the excellent relay .. -
assistance they provided for the liaison teams, particularly during periods 
when the ship operated in offshore night steaming areas o -

(5) The Electronics Haintenance Company, 1st FSR, once again provided 
outsta_nding support in repairing SLF radios prior to D-Day. 

(6) Operation "BELT DRIVE" reiterated problem areaS which are 
currently under study by the Phibron and SLF Staffs. These problems include 
relocation of horizontally mounted antennas, replacement, of certain trans­
mission lines D ann overhaul of the shipboard r:tdio relay antenna and 
provision for ad8quate VRC-46 s}2?re parts. All these factors have con­
tributed to the reavy use of the tillC-110 aboard-ship. Corrective action is 
b~jing taken which will obviate its use alJoard sh.1E.. 

6 Enclosure (1) 

SECRET_NOFORN 

DECLASSIFIED 



.( 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET-NOFORN 

eo Logistics 

(1) During the planning conference at Third Marine Division, ar­
rangements were made for resupply of the BLT from in-country assets at the 
LSA at 4th Marines CP. Resupply from the LSA commenced on D+ 1 and conti)1]JEHI 
throughout the operation. Certain food-stuffs and water, packaged in 6 
gallon plastic containers, were supplied daily by helicopters from the 
LPH-IO to the using units. 

(2) A detachm\3nt of Shore Party and BLT Supply representatives were 
positionr\d. at th~~OEeration Centero.f"thetsK:(,or'coordinalion"o{ r'esu:pp1yq' 

(J) Resupply was conducted by HN?1 262 until grounding of all crI-l16 
helicopters on 1 Sep67. Suhsequently resupply as well as casualty eV'lcuation 
was accomplished by two UII-J4 helicopters provtded daily by CTG 79.4. 

(4) The USS TRIPOLI (IJPH-lO) was desi.gnated as the casualty evacu­
ation control ship. BL'J' 2/3 casualties were evacuated by helicopter direct 
to TRIP'OLI. 

(5) During the pertod 3-8 September 1967 the flexibilit;y and va1llf.> 
of the mobile sea base concept was cle~rly demonstratedo After facilities 
at the Marine Base Dong Ha had been severely damaged by artUlery and roch,t, 
fire t medical and surgical facilities of SLF Bravo and ARG Bravo were illHde 
available to treat cas_ualties from that base. In addition the LPH provided 
a safe haven for lsU1A.W helicopters stationed at Dong Ha during the emer·, 
geney. 

----"~--. 

f. Civic Affair! 

(1) Provisions were made to evacuate all refugees to the LSA o 
Civilian medevac's were to be evacua.ted to the LPH for initial treatment 
ann then to the civilian hospital at Hue. 

(2) The tactical sHLl.aLlon .:;:~d th@ ar(~a of operati.ons was not 
~:onr1.ucive foraMEDCAP program. 

8. Readtness of the SLF 

(A) SLF BRAVO, embR.rked in ARG BRAVO sh\.pping USS TRTP0LI (LPH_lO), 
USS PAUL REVERE (APA 246), USS MONTIG~LLO (LSD-J.5) and USS TERRELL COUNTY 
(L,3T-1l57) ts prepared to respond to any contingencies wb tell may arise 
within the S(!vcnth F1~gts prea of operation. Upon arrival Da N:.mg troops 
and equipment. will be transferred quickly from the USS MONTIC2;L10 (LSD-J.5) 
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to its relief. the USS TORTUGA (LSD-26). Loading plans will be revised and 
cargo relocated to take advantage of the USS ~NDI~ caUNTT (1ST 1170) a 
recent addition to ARG BRAVO. Continuous emphasis is being placed on person­
nel, training, supply, and equipment readiness. 

(B) The continued readiness of the SLF was again emphasized when ~lli 
262 was able to relieve HMM 265 on 23 Aug 1967 without causing a delay in 
the scheduled landing. 

9. The following comments on BLT 2/3 and 1ll1M 262 After Action Reports 
are included. 

AQ BLT 2/3 

(1) Para 13d is concurred in. On several previous occasions 
prisoners were evacuated to in-country commands for interrogation but no 
results of the interrogation were ever received. Requests have been made 
to these commands that interJ:'ogation reports b~ furnished promptly to the 
SLF in future operationso 

(2) Para 13e is concurred in. Requests have been initiated thru 
supply channels for sufficient containers to sustain SLF operations. 

B. Hl1r{ 262 

(1) Para 4a$ This particular movement ,.ras ordered by CG Third 
V~rine Division on an emergency basis. It is agreed that the more de­
tailed the mission briefing. the better the execu tion. I-Im,rever. this is not 
a1 ~·,a7s po ssible. 

(2) . Par:Q, lrc is ,~onc\ll·.t·ed .in~ !.~t4-0g·;;l;J,a.s qeen ~ak€n'1" to cOrrect. '. 
this 8~. t'!~at'ton. ' "",.~). ,-, .~ . -~'. . "f-. 'Yf'~'l' '~'--;i- . '.4 ~ .',i.,: .. , "-:--:-, 

r',· ~,f~.t" 1-. ... ." ~ ....... ,... 
'* .. , 

i ~,' ,_--;: '" ... 

1" "":-r:: 
,",' ~. 

" 

I." 
"'6 ..... 

'",-~.~, .... :-
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--" HEADQU "~RTERS 
Special Landing Force (TG 7905) 

FPO San Francisco 96602 

1jCGCjwdm 
5750 
Ser~ 0039~67 
16 October 1967 

SECRET=NOFORN (Downgraded to unclassified upon removal of Enclosure (1)) 

From: Corr~anding Officer 
To: Commanding Genera:i.y2th Harine Amphibious Brigade 

--~=-

SUbj: Command Chronology for the period 6 = 30 September 1967 ~ sub­
mission of 

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2 
(b) FNFPacO 575008 
(c) BrigO 575001C 

Encl: (1) Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) Command Chronology 

l. In accord~ce,.wi~tt~~rei:ere~c~~",(a) throu II (c~he_Co.ill!!!.@~QIl5l19gx,~""~C ~_~~.~ 
for the Special Landing Force (TG 7905 is submitted as Enclosure (1). 

~id A /I -, 
M.'i{.~ 

''''~'. =: CQ1QX1~1.$." __ u.s __ a",""_M.arine" ,Corps 
. Commanding 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

10 DESIGNATION 

Special Landing Force 
(TG 79.5) 

- Co:). J~ Go DIOUISOPOULOS 

BLT 2/3 

HMM 262 

20 LOCM'ION 

USB TRIPOLI (LPH..,10) , 
USS MONTICELLO (LSD=5) 

SUBORDlliATE UNITS 

Major Wo 00 BEARD 

Hajor Go Ao CORLISS 

ATTACHED UNITS 

U SS P ;AUL REVERE (AP A=248)v 
USS TERRELL COUNTY (LST-115?) 
USS \i~SHOE COUNTY (1.ST~1165) v' 
USS WINDEiAM COUNTY (LST-1170) 
USS TORTUGA (LSD-26) v' 

J. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer 

Asst S-2/AO 

LtCo1 Ro 1>.0 }1ASON 

2ndLt Co Go COl-nm 

Capt CoAo AUSTm 
Capt W 0 Bo HAYBERRY 

~ -capt W 0 Bo MAYBERRY 

lstLt Ro To WALLACE 

LtCo1 Ro Ao NASON 
Major Lo J 0 NAQUIN 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

6 - 30 Sep 1967 

6 - JO Sap 1967 

6 = JO Sap 1967 r 

6 = 8 Sap 1967 
6 = JO Sap 1967'--
6 = 20 Sep 1967 

18 = JO Sap 1967--
7 - 30 Sap 1967 -
6 - 30 Sap 1967 -

6 = 30 Sep 1967 

6 ~ 30 Sap 1967 

6~ 11 Sep 1-967 
12 ~ 30 Sep 1967 

6 = 11 Sep 1967 

6 = 30 Sap 1967 

6 - 18 Sap 1967 
19 = 30 Sep 1967 
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.Asst S-3/FSC Major 'vi. A. 'NF;STON 6 - 30 Sap 1967 

Asst S-3 Major Lo Jo NAQUIN 6 - 18 Sep 1967 
Capt Ie J 0 CAHILL (RAIC) 6.., 30 Sep 1967 

8-4 Major J. F. SHOVAR 6 - )0 Sap 1967 

Comma Capt Co C. ENTWISTLE 6 - )0 Sep 1967 

40 AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

SLF Staff: USMC Off - 11 USMC Enl - 30 U$N Off - 0 USN Enl - 0 
BLTg USMC Off - 59 USMC Enl Q 1447 USN Ofr - 9 USN Enl - 77 
HMMg USMC orf - 40 USMC En1 ~ 186 USN Ofr - 1 USN Enl - 3 
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PART II 

NARRATr.JE SD11MARY 

From 6 thru 8 September 1967 the USs-Tripoli remained off the coast 
of RVN, near Dong Ha, to accept medical evacuations from the Dong ITa area 
and to provide a helicopter refueling capability for aircraft in the area. 
The remainder of the llRG shipping was in Da Nang, RVN for rehabilitation. 
On 8 September the USS Tripoli sailed for the Da Nang area arriving in Da 
Nang Harbor early on 9 September for rehabilitation. On 10 September the 
ARG/SLF sailed from Da Nang, RVN. From 11 thru 16 September the ARG/SIl! 
remained in a 24 hour reaction status for I CTZ, R~~. 

-- - -------- ----- - -- -- - ---

Operation FORTRESS SENTRY commenced-on 17 September with the landing 
of BLT 2/3 by landing craft in Quang Tri Province, I CTZ, RVlJ. and con­
tinued through 27 Se~tember. On 25 and ~ September the remainder of BLT 
2/3 (less c&C Plt, ONTOS and LSU) was of.t).oaded into Dong Ha and BLT 2/3 
was CHOPPED to CG III EAr. 

On 27 September the 'ARG/SIJ! sailed for Subic Bay. RoFa for upkeep, 
arriving there on 29 September. 
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FlRT III 

SE QUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGlUFICAIifT EVENTS 

The folloning is a review of t~e actfVities of t.he Special Landing 
Force (TG 79.5). Detailed infor:n8:tion or-EtT 2/3 and HHM 262 is shown in 
the appropriate Command ~1ronology in PART IV. Detailed information on 
FORTRESS SENTRY is contained in FART IV. 

D.ATE 

6 - 7 Sep 

8 - 9 Sep 

10 Sep 

10 - 1.5 Sep 

16 Sep 

17 Sep 

25 Sep 

2.5 - 26 Sep 

The USS Tripoli remained bff the coast near Dong Ha, I 
CTZ. Rv}~ p to provide a he1-icopter platform for refueling 
and medical evacuation f~cilities. The remainder of the 
ARG shipping sailed to De. Nang for rehabilitation. 

The USS Tripoli sailed for Da Nang p arriving early on 9 
Sep for rehabili~tiono 

CTG 7905 and representatives at Hqp III MAF for operation 
planning. The ARG/SLF s.ii1ed from Da Nang. I CTZ, RVN. 

TheAIlCriJiLF.remained in ; 24 hour reaction status off the coast- of-- :r- -CT-Z=;----RVTr~---~- -= - --- =~-'-'-'---"-==-'--=---=-=------------- --=--'-- - -=----

D-Day for operation FORTRESS SEnTRY was delayed due to 
marginal weather and hig~ seaSe 

02eration FORTR8SSSENTRY comlnenced. with the landing of 
BLT 2/3·~by °lanoing craft in~(uang- TrJ. Province,- I -CTZ, 
RVlif. OPGON 1st ..Am.TracBn:~and 3d Plt, 1st Armored AmTracCo 
passed to CTG 79.5. 

Ref~ CG 3d MarDiv msg 160127Z Sep67 

Or-CON of BLT 2/3 (less c&C Plt D ONTOS and LSU). 1st 
1tr~TracBn and 3d Plt p 1st Armored .AmTracCo passed to eG 
III MJ.F at 250800H Sep67. 

Ref: CTG 7605 msg 241830Z Sep67 

Remaining erements and equipment of BLT 2/3 (less C&C 
Plt, ONTOS and LSU) offloaded at Dong HaD RVNo 

SECR3T-NOFORN 
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27 Sap 

29 Sep 

DECLASSIFIED 

Operation FORTRESS SENTRY terminatedo The MlG/SrF sailed 
for Subic ~ay. RoPo for upkeepo 

Ref; COMSEVEHTHFLT msg 2709i2Z Sep67 

Arrived Subic Bay. RoP, 
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Appendix 1 --

3iJ.).. ~. ppendix 2 
.OJ.Pf 

lIppendix :3 

Appendix 4 

(I J1APpendix 5 ltd v .-

f Appendix 6 
v 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART IV 

CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE COMtl.cANDS 
AND SUPPORT:rnQ DOCUUENTS 

_I _GG 3d MarDiv msg 160121Z Sep67 
~ CTG 76.5 msg 241330Z sep67 
a COl1SEVENTHFLT msg 270912Z sep67 

,... Cornmand Chronology p BLT 2/3,;, - .3 Q .<!.-<--.-.: 
~ I r 

~Col11mand Chronology 0 ~262 I t:. - .B. 0 /c,~ 

SLF v After Action Report» FORTRESS SENTRY I /0 -~ 'I .<.--L.c <,' 7 
~ ~ . 
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Df FUi\:':~ijF~G 27:-: 26118.:,~ 
Zii~~{ SSSSS 
:) ~~A 18·::~3Z Sft:l' 67 
7M erG S~V~N SIX PT FIVE 
TO RUAUDUl/COMSEVENTHfLT 
::S:N/~~T(; SEVE:N NIN~ PI fIVE 
INFO RUHHHQA/CINCAC 
RCHHBRA/CINCPACFLT 
RUMSB3/COMUSMACV 
RUMSAL ICDR SEVENTHAF 
RUHHrMA/CG FMFPAC 
RUMHAW/CG FIRST ~AW 
RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV 
?,U~1HVP leG 111 IRD MARDIV 

~-

::1UHHFMA/CG FPWPAC (FWD) // 
ZE'::'JlBL T Tt¥O SLA NT THREE V / 
ZEN/1t.ARNEDHELROtJ T\VO SIX TWO V 
RUMHNA/COMNAV70RV 
RIA,; JMSA ICOMP}EBPAC 
RUMFKRV/CTF SEVEN SIX 

-I aiL) ~ C) 3; " /;;, ; 

5) >/ li,)'m~ .... 

RUMEUAM/CTG S~VEN SIX PI FOUR 
RJMFCRIC!G SEVEN SIX Pl EIG~T ( D' # \ / /').c ( ; I ", ,/, ,.. ., 

PAGE TWO RUMEUAG 279 SEC 0 ~ T 
RUAUBQL/CTF SEVEN NINE 
RUAUDB/CTG SEVEN NINE PT THREE 
RUMEUtI./CTG SEVEN NI Nt PT FOI5R 
RUMFUE/CTF SEVEN SEVEN 
RUMFUZ/CTF SEV€N THREE 
RUMFCR/CTG SEVSN THREE PI FIVE 
RUMHVHD/CTF ONS ON~ FIVE 
RUMNVHE/CIG ONE or:s FIVE PT ONE 
RUMFUAA/CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT 
RUMFCR/CTU SEVEN ZERO PI EIGHT PI ~lNE RUAUDD/CTG SEVEN ZERO PT NINE 
RUMECR/CIU SEVEN ZERO P! SEVEN PI ONE RUMFKE/CTE SEVEN ZERO PI T~O PT ONE PI QNE B1 
SECP!:! 
FORTRESS SENTRY LANDING 'CRCE CHOP ASHORE (U) Ao COMSEVENTHFLT 10131~Z SE? 67 
B. ADMI~O III MAr 2415222 SEP 67 
!;. LA ND1 NG FORCE n RML Y ESTABLISHED ASHQJlE" 2. IAW PARA 9 REF A, AND AS MUTUALLY AGREED UPON tY CArF A~D 

P~GE T~REE RUMEU~G 279 SEC R E r 
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SECRET-NOFORN 

COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT ~ FORTRESS SENTRY 

Map Referenoe: AMBg Vietnam lg50 0 000 Series L7014 Sheets 6442 I and IV and 
6443 IlIo 

1. GENERAL 0 

a. 0pEfration F-ORTRESS SENTRYw;s--a:- unilater~ai amphTblous operati~n 
conducted in accordance with NWP 22(A) employing waterborne assault forces o 
The operation was conducted in the GIO LINE District. QUANG TRI Province I 
Corps Tactical Zoneg Republic of Vietnamo The area was bounded generally 
by the CUA VIET River to the south v highway #1 to the west o the BEN HAl 
River to the north and the coast to the east. 

b o The inclusive dates of Operation FORTRESS SENTRY were 10=27 September 
19670 COMSEVENTHFLT'S 101310Z September 19670 FORTRESS SENTRY Initiating 
Directive g assigned SLF BRAVO the mission of III MAF Reserve g prepared for 
possible employment in First Marine Division area of operations during the 

~;r~~~~~;iT ~~gi4~i~z+§~~t;n~!~;:tFl>iTt~~E~~f~lt~~~:~~!, 
Directive Addendum. CTG 79.5 was directed to conduct an amphibious oper= 
ation in the Third Marine Division area of operationso 

2. TASK ORGANIZATION 

Special Landin~ Force 
BLT 2/3 
HMM 262 

3. INTELLIGENCE 

Colonel J o Go DIONISOPOULOS 
Major W. O. BEARD 
Major G. A. CORLISS 

, 
... '} 

r. 
.'.,1 

a o Enemy Situation. Information received prior to Operation FORTRESS ~ 
SENTRY indicated that the AOA contained rocket and artillery positions. arms i 

caches and supplieso The enemy strength within the AOA was estimated to be -: 
1.365 consisting of the following unitsg HQ. 270th Regiment NVA; 6th Battalion 
270 Regiment NVA; 1st Battalion. 31st Regiment NVA~ K.400 Local Force Companyo 
~he enemy fire support consisted of numerous artillery pieces positioned in 
and north of the DMZ area o This artillery consisted of 85MM, lOOMMs l22MM 
and l30MM field pieces, l22MM and l40MM Rockets could be employed to support 
attacks against friendly units. 
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b~ Ene~y Capabilit1eso The enemy was capable of: 

(1) Atta.cking with a force of over two NVA Battalions with artillery 
support or 

(2) Defending at a. time and place of his choosing with a foroe of 
over two NYA Battalions with artillery and rocket support# or 

(3) Evading direct c,;mtact and :r~~Borting to spoiling atta.oks 9 har­
assment with mines~ artilleryp I:l.nd rock0tso 

00 Enemy Tactics. 

Enemy contact was negligible from Dor.Da.y through D+5o However the 
area of operations contained numerous mines which caused moderate to severe 
damage to several LVTP.5s" The enemy also employed. surprise firing devices 
and sporadic mortar attacks" Significant Imamy contact began on 22 Septem­
ber 1967 and continued untH the enemy broke conta.ct on 24 September 19670 
Up until this period it W8.e:> apparent th,,,, t the enemy chose not to engage 
our forces directly and relied primarily on 601'1]1 mortar5~ which were dis­
placed frequently. and upon medium anri hei".vy artille!"y from and north of 
the DMZ.. Howevarg when eu!" forces engag(:ld the enemy in the vicinity of Hill 
31 (YD 269733) and. several hours later in the vicinity of the villa.ge of AN 
NY (ID 257748) his defensive aoUons indicated 13. well trained and organized. 
force. It was later learned through the ir.tb~rl"¢gation of villagel"'3 by PRU 
that the swift maneuver of the ELf had caught this NVA force by surpriseo 
It was learned that the unit exp6cted~n id; t.a~k from the west and south west 
and had so oriented its pOSitions in that d:irectiol1o When the attack came 
from the northE;al'.~t,~ the NVA unit, was: unpl'i;'lparedo This action accounted for 
129 NVA KIA aonfim(;d and 19 KIA pr<:Jbable and 1 NVA POW and 3 detaineesa 
Forty one graV\,:;tlWere un(x)verfyl by ARVlil F')!'{,,;~HJ ~ho:rtly a.fter SLF Forces had 
withdra.wn from th@ area anel t.l"":~h:)Vf' tot~.l~ include this number" The 
detainees were interrogate;rl i\y I'l'T sub te,,,m for t,~(.~ ti<:ls.l int.elligence and 
then were doli vared toll:(U'l/\l:'Dlv (hid 'I. NumEn"OU8i>mapOns and equipm.ent 
were captured v a.long "rith the one NVA POl'f, a wounded hospital corpsman. 
This POw was treated aboard the LPI1 and then evacuated to the NSA hospital 
at Da Nango Interrogation wa.s not possible beca.use the PO''11 was under heavy 
sedationo Documents captured r('}v!!'l1aled :'in:ioMnntlon l'slative to the activities 
of the C4 CompanY9 l}th -aqttalion 9 (prohably AKA 4th&.ttalion) Z70th Reg­
iment and the C2 Company" 1)4 &ttC!U0n~ ?70th R.egiment" 

de ,!errairl and Weath& 

(1) Terrain Features 

The terrain WaS compartmented by four segments. all generally 
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aligned with the coast and paralleling one anothero The coastal lowland 
and delta plain progressed inland from gently rolling \, sandy beaches and 
dunes to a. low area. of rice cultivation adjacent to National Highway fL, 
Ground slopes were less than 10 percent and the highest point in the area 
was 46 meters (YD 214743)" The area. was poorly drained and large areas were 
innundated as a result of heavy rainso The soft sand and rice field areas 
made movement by foot, and by b"Mked '!}'ehicle.'l d±.fficult o 

(2) Weather 

The AOA on 16 September 1967 was under the influence of the 
"Northeast Monsoon" and ~lS a r'esu1t.~ Operation FORTRESS SENTRY had to be 
postponed until 17 Septembero The Northeast monsoon persisted untn the 
18th and then 't-TeakEmed and passed to the Northo Skies remained genera.lly 
overcast for m~st of the operation". From.th€l 19th through the 22nd. and on 
the 25th and 26th ceilings were generally 7000 feet except in scattered show­
erso During the rest. of the period» low ceilings prevai1ed~ frequently 
below 1000 feet~ 

Special Landing Force Bravo f.,l.!lS to exeoute an amphibious assault9 landing 
by surface means in ':tUANG TRI Province to conduct search and destroy oper­
a.ti.ons east of highway~l bab·reen the CUA Vn~T River and the DMZ to destroy 
VC/NlJA forces~ locate .and destroy :rocket positions o uncover arms eaches~ 
and clear the area for the construction of a Strong Point/Battalion Patrol 
Baseo 

Operation FORTRESS SENTRY IITatS a unilateral .amphibious operation con­
duoted by the ARGjSLF BRAVO o The operatio:n was planned as a se",rch and 
destroy operation by executing surface assualt landings into the area of 
operation" Initially~ Operation FORTRESS SI!:NTRY was to be conducted in 
three phasesg 

a., Phase I 

SLF Bravo to conduct an amphibious assault and in conjunction with 
ARVN forces conduct a rapid sefl.!'ch a.nd destroy operation to eliminate inter­
ference with navigation from the north bank of the CUA VIET andBO DIEN 
Rivers. 

b" Phase II 

SLF Bravo to conduct a deliberate search and destroy operation in 

.3 
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the AOA to destroy the enemy 9 locate and destroy rocket and artillery po­
sitions v disoover arms caches and suppl1es t and to provide security for 
construction of a Strong Point/Battalion Patrol Baseo 

Co Phase III 

SLF Bravo to execute an amphibious withdrawalo 

60 ExecutiQll 

a" Operation FORTRESS SENTRY ,,,as initiated by COMSf:."V,ENTHFLT l01310Z 
Sep67 which was modified by COMSE'lEN'l'HFLT 141230Z;FORTRESS SENTRY Ini~ 
tiating Directive Addendumo Execu.t:ionwas in accordance wHh eTG 79.5 
OPL"t.N 120A-67 as supplemented by eTG '19.5 msg 111706z Sep67 ~ Frag Order 
for Op~)ration FORTRESS SENTRY" 

b" n~Day was established as 16 S(;)ptembel' 1967 with H,oilour at. 0500H" 
Hi.Jwerv'er" adverse 'f..ieather conditions in the AD}, forced a postponement of 
D~Day to 17 September 196'7 D , .. ith HxHour at O,OotL 

Co On D-Day SLF Bravo exe~;'nlted a surface assault on GIO LINH District, 
;JUANG TRI Provinceo Prior to H=Hour Naval Gunfire bombardment commenced 
against artillery smd coastal defense batteries located in the vicinity of 
the D~1Zv 

do Sea conditions delayed, H .. HollJ:' and E/2/3 landed over BEACH RED 
(YO :3:36708) in LVTS at o630H9 secured b€<~ch area with no enemy contact and 
established a defensive perimeter at BIi:ACH RED" G121; landed at o635H and 
F!2!3 at 0700H over BEACH BLUE (YO 31,!-1699) and joined with the 1st AH'1.'RAC 
Battalion" The Tank Platoon lan,J,y:I lOver Bl~AGH ORANGE (ill 338700) and 
prepared to ma'\f;::, with LVTS in arm()red column to seize Landing Force Objec~ 
ti Vel 111 (1"D 280'(60) 0 H/;~/J hr,ded ove!' BEACH BLUE o boarded AM'fRACS and 
moved by a.rmored column to s,~ize I,nnding Force Objective #2 (YD 299680) 0 

Elements of th® 1st ARV'N Div esta.blished blocking positions in the vicinity 
(m 2474L 

(1) SLF BRAVO reported to eG l~,t MarDiv on lOSep67 as III MAF 
Reserve and upon receipt of FORTREDS SENTRY Initiating Directive Addendum, 
ElLF BRAVO pla.nners reported to en Jrd MarDiv for planning for Operation 
FORTRE:SS SH:NTRY" During planning the :f(.~llo"ring steps were accomplished ~ 

En':l1osura (1) 

SECRET~NOFORN 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET-NOFORN 

(a) Mapso aerial photographs~ area analysis and enemy order of 
battle were obtained and aerial reconnaissance of the AOA was conducted o 

(b) Current intelligence was obtained from Third Marine Divi­
sionD U.50 Army Advisors and National Police Advisors at QUANG TRIo 

(c) Arrangexuents were made for' an Interrogation Translator 
subtea.m~ A Provincial Reconnej.sanc,;; Unit, (PRU) wa.s obtained from the UoSo 
Army Advisory Group at QUANG TRI City. 

(d) Arrangements 1~ere made for processing a.nd evacuation of 
POt.;'S. detainEH3s g r("fugE!()sv c:brilian casualties g and. captured documents 
and supplieso 

(e) Logistic support procedures were established. 

(r) Radio fl"oquencieswere obtained and assigned p and the 
communications plan was issued o 

(g) The AOA was agreed upon and command relationships were fi<~ 
nalized. 

(h) Naval gunfire ships '",era requested and requirements for 
close air support were determined and requestedo Additional helicopter 
support consisting of four armed and one unarmed UH~lE wa.s requested. 

(i) Arrangements wer", made for the li'irst AMTRAC BN and 3D 
P1a.toono 1st Armored Amphibian Company to operate under OPCON of CTG 7905c 
The Ume of CHOP was to be OOOlH em D~Dayo 

(j) Arrangements were made to provide lia.ison teams to the 
Third Marina Division (Fwd)~ and the 2d MtVN Regiment a.t Dong Rno 

Operation FORTRESS SENTRY was a unilatera.l amphibious operation with 
command relationships in accordance ~ri th ~"wP=22(A)" Liaison was established 
"dth Headquarters Third Marine Division Forward and Headquarters Second ARVN 
Regiment at Dong Ha" 1st A.,MTRAC Bat.taliono and 3D Platoon~ 1st Armored 
Amphibian Company reported to OFOOt! CTG 7905 at 170001H September 19670 At 
250800H September 1967 the aboY.:;; ,mits were returned to OPCON of their 
pa.rent unito BLT 2/3 (less 2D Pla.too:n~ Company At Jrd Anti Tank Battalion, 
Detachment LSLJ 9 Force LoglStJ.CS Command, a.nd 2D Clearing Pla.toon. Company 
Be 3D Medical Battalion) \>!,!U5 chopped to CG III Ki\F thence to CO Third Marine 
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Division at 250800Ho Control of support,~:'ng arms was passed at the same time. 
Upon the completion of selective eff loading of BLT equipment from ARG ship­
pingr, Operation FORTRESS SEN'rRY was terminated on 27 September 19670 

(1) Air 

&0 Fixed wing air support was to be provided by Ftrst Marine 
Ai:r Wing p however a.dverse wea.ther conditions during D-Day and Dtl precluded 
fixed wing emplo,yment 0 Fixed wing air £:iUFPort wa.s provlded on call and uti~ 
lized throughout the operatton '.i'H'''~l~ie'l.th'i)r Goncl'Ltions permitted., Fixed 
wing aircraft provided 18 missions with :':)6 sorties during Operation FORTRESS 
SENTRYQ 

be Two Armed UH,=lE 'we!'~ llIssigned to SLF BRAVO on D""Day. These 
helioopters prov"lded contro1 for fixed WitIg air strikes, and provided direct 
and effecrtive support to gl'otmd units, and in several instances. oonducted 
emergency evacuation of wounded Narineso 

c~ One UH=lE(unarmed) was assigned to SLF' BRAYO for command 
and control" This helicopter wa;s; used extensively for aerial observation, 
.and when required w for emergEmcy evacmation of wotmded p and for planning 
and liaison missionsQ 

Battery "Bno 1st &ttalion~ 12th Marines p the artillery battery 
attached to BLT 2/JD landed by boat enter BLUE BF,ACH in the late afternoon of 
D,=Day" Prior to the landing of Battery ''*8'' ~ the 3d Platoon Q 1st Armored. 
Amphibian Company supported the 1.~.nding from a po::ri tio,n on the south bank 
of the Cua ViE'li:.o This plat.oi)fj k',l}" placed under the operational control of 
the SLF at 0001 oT'! D~Day and. ~nhred the Battery "Fr' Conduct of Fire Nate 
After Ba.ttery "Bft 'was 9mplac0d o the LVTH=6 plat.oon 'Was passed to the oper­
ational control of' ELT 2/ J for grc'llp!1wd with B.a ttery tI Bn c Thereafter, the 
fires of the LVTR.,6 platoon were <:lantz'al1ed by Battery ItBu 0 The 3d Platoon, 
1st Armored Amphibian Company was !"eplaced by the 2.d Platoon on D+1. Medium 
and heavy artillery reinforcing fires were available from 12th Marines units 
positioned at Gio Linh and Dong Hao 

(3) Na'lral Gunfire" 

The requirement for D!!:val gunfire support of FORTRESS SENTRY 
was greater than for most of the recent operations of SLF 13RiWO. It was 
considered mandatory that a heavy c<'lI:H.ler ship be available for counterbattery 
fire aga.inst the numerous enemy artillery guns known to exist in the 
north.ern sector of the AOA and across the Ben lLd River in North Vietnam. 
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The landing would be ~,ri thin easy range of many of these guns o Commander 
Landing Force requested ,9. heavy C:Ntiser .and .!l. 5"/38 caliber destroyer. 
Commander Amphibious Tad;: Force rHque::;bed ;11. 51154 destroyer as added support for 
naval units. Ships .. rare provid.ed as request-eeL, UBS BOSTON (CAG",l) ~ USB 
MORTON (DD~948) and USS PHILLIPS (DD"Jt98) were on station on D-Day to 
provide gunfire supporto All enemy artillery positions known to have been 
ac;tive during the month of September in the a:raa immediately to the north 
of the are.!!. of operations H\:tre pL1C.ld on th~ tal'get list for pre,~H-Hour 
neutra.lization and harasstng firHsu ithth the addition of several suspected 
Anemy pos:1.Hons o the t.,grget"'·1ist ~~G·,)t,,\i.ned 42 targets for pre-H ... Hour fires. 
The majority of the fires were delivered by the 8" guns of the USS BOSTON 
with ],/-1,4 eight inch r'i,un':ts being '~eli'llered in the 90 minutes before H~Hour. 
The BOmON was relierr;red em and the d1!'(')ct support destroyer w·as relieved 
on n+4. The USS MORTON .ras assigned to the control of 12th Marines and 
there.9.fter o naval gunfire 8up.p<)rt was requested through the 12th Marineso 
The USS HOR'l'ON was used frequently in the latter da.ys of the operationg 

primarily in the cc .. unterbatte:ry=.!.::ount~n"ll1ol::'ta:r role. 

(4) F:Lre Support Coordination. 

Coordilk'1tion of supporting arms wa.s in <1,zcordance with current 
amphibious doctrine. Coordtnat:l..on H,!Hi afloa.t until 1600 on D+4o At that 
time the SLF Fire Support Coordinator mo"Ved ashore and esta.blished an austere 
FSCC in the 1st Amphibil:r! Tracto:r.' :a.ltt9.lion COCo Control of supporting arms~ 
less ai:r~ was passed ashore" CO!1l.lTii.miGEl.tions were establish,:ad on the BLT 
Artillery FD Net. 12.th Marines FD Net whi.ch was monitored in the Dong Ha. 
FSCC p and the TAR Net. COtlIDl1.U'l'Lca.tions with the USS TRIPOLI were also avail­
able by direct. line through the :ra~ji() !'€ll;;.y esta.blished at the 1st Amphibian 
Tractor B&tt9.lion eommar!d Post. Coml1luuic.atiol'is to the FSCC at Dong lia were 
also pGssibl'9 t.hrough racho relay which Vff."'.:5 the pnmary means of corrullunica­
tiona "yith tba t II'SCC., Althcm.gh the S1F doe::: not hail€! the personnel or 
equipment to establish a full 'S{~al(3 FSCC" the passage of control and coor~ 
dinahon ashore ensurE',::; more po~1itiv~ c()mmunications with the supported unit 
and s. more rapid response to their fire ;support requirements. This is 
particularly true when operating in an area such as that around Dong Ha 
where m.my unjts are in a relatively sllIall area and coordination between 
a.djacent unit,s :i.s a continuing pr.'oblem" It is recommended that the SLF be 
augmented with a minimum of one additional officer trained in fire support 
coordina.tion~ three addi tional radio opera tors and. additional radio equip",' 
ment consisting of 1,~HtC2:5p ttw RC,",292 Antennas o and two remota units when 
operations are planned in "hich an SLF FSCC is to be esta.blishedc 

(1) Coml11unlcations during Operati.on fORTRESS SENTRY were excellentD 
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h:lth to higher and lOlller echelons. The \'RC-LwS and KY",,8 equipment utilized 
by 3L1' BRAVO proved highly reliable. ttl. nor circ;uit outages occurred when 
.!mtermas were masked by the ship ~ 13 hulL Hi)\ii~nT"n' ~ this concii tion existed 

1 f b ' f 'd p' t Op f ,. r.Y·P'I"'·'''··'''' r'''''''TR'Y th El t i rrrLy .or 1:'1.0 perl.O s. rlor .. () erl, ,.lOi1 r Jr'\ t~t:,c,>,) ,;)l!.N, ~ e eo ron cs 
E"1.intenance Company, FSR, Da N..,'tng~ il1Spe,~~t""d~ ad,i~H;te!j9 and repaired equip­
ment.. This excellent service ensured the reliable performance of communica­
tion equipment throughout this opeN, 

(2) Two liaison tea.1ll5 "f'~l"'''' rj,e'pJ l,,:! th PHC.o25 and RC=292 equip-
ment" Communications with th,," teems wor.s m~(:en('111't. and the essential 
coordination link between SLF IH!'! :1.l1. w {;!)11.ntr;; 0D!1-rITt:mds was maintained o 

(3) The KY.~8(Ne5t.or Cr';YJrt'j af'k"orded a. reliB.ble means for 
secure voice communications 0 Th~l RY 8 usa@:t'l l.ncluded traffic to in-country 
cqmm.ands and by relay from them l:l.~!:l:tiOi.;:1n teams" 

(11,) On 0+5 control of ~upporting arms moved ashore. A ~mc=1l0v 
three PRG=Lr7 radios and t.)')1':«H:~ cr·~?"a+':;<:r5 w",retKlcnred ashore to provide re •• 
quired communications. 

(5) Radio relay Has h~s;'L"tl1ed o?') D+5~ by pos:i.ticning a MRc.~,62 
van at the 1st Ai'l'TRAC Ba,tta.llclno r;xisting lil,\{$ to the 'i.'hird Marine Divi­
sion telephone system wer,'~ entered and prov18:1(;:r;,g ,were made to tie<·in the 
B1T 2/3 Command Group whl'.mever feasible g hm'ii'!".""",r,) the rapidly changing 
t.actica.l I.:dtuation pr'!lcluded 1,il1plement~1.U(ir; <~·f this s6>l:"'lic(l\u 

(6) FeuI' r,S)dicl operatol'1? '(Mere r\'quest"'J froITl. a.nd were provided by, 
Ninth Marine A..11l}.i;l.it'icus Brig::V"10 t,,; meet the cIlTIlU'lunL:'J9.tiol1 requirements of 
the operation", 

(1) frio!" to the ';Cl1!.lmmC(HU(:lr,t ,:'f IJpeI'a.ttQrl FORTRESS SENTRY planning 
conferences: "''''I!'~ attendeatl,t. .3:r.d 1>larj)',:; Di\;!isiNi Headquarter.s at PHU BA1 and 
at 3rd Harin~" Division (Ft4!1l) at DONG HAo It W;':!.S determined tha.t all resupply 
would come fy'om ARG/SIJ!' shj.pping~ In ('I1"der to '~~msure the,t adequate supplies 
were available to support the OP€l'!"t:tt.icn .. the nf.s~iINDHAt1 COUNTY (LST 1170) 
was dispatc'hed h D'l!. Nf.'.ng 1li!.te in the aft .. eT'nool! cf D,.,Day to embark 5 days of 
Class Ig IV 8.nd ,r suppJJ,es <"nd k T'(-'h'll'fl to area. of ';;per,ltions on D+1. 

(2) An LSA was est.ablishl"tl e.t. BE4..CH BLUE and one day of supply was 
deli vered by landing C2"\ll,ft;> I?Y1. ~j ~J lp l"es l J.pply from the LSA to the BLT was 
accomplished by LV'TP5s. As the cr~:n.'B,tion progressf:ld t.he LSA continued to be 
resupplied by la.nding c!",aft and l"~'.t distributJon from the LSA was accomplished 
by helicopterso 
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(3) On D+2 emergency resupply was delivered by helicopter from 
the LPH to company positions ashore. In I')rder to ensure maximum flex", 
ibility of resupplYt all suppli.e.s on the LST were moved to the LPHo Con­
current with this movement Class II supplies previously requisitioned 
were reoeipted for at DONG R'A and trallsported to the LPH by CH-.53 aircraft. 

(4) On D+3 normal BLT resupply ~.ra.5 accomplished by landing craft 
to the LSA and from the LSA. to the BLT by helioopter. 

(5) By D+4~ two days of 5upp1i~SwGre developed in the LSA and a 
B/A plus 2 DOA was posHio:rJ15d at Battery "B'tij At this time the B/A. and 
normal prescribed loa.ds were reoonstituted on :each ship of' the ARG. Class 
II supplies received on D+2 were delivered to assigned ships for storage. 

(6) On D+8 two ti:fl"Z< COI11panie:!! and the Alpha COllll11and Group of 2nd 
Battalion 3rd Marines (~) (Rein) were fel"rled by landing craft from BEACH 
ORANGE to 3d Marine Division (FWD) CP at DONG fIll." The remainder of the Bat­
talion and the Tank Platoon \..;~s ferried_ to DONG HA on D+9., 'l'he artillery 
battery and Al4TRAC Platoon remained in the vicinity (~f BE,\CH BLUE. within 
the perimeter of the 1st AHTfl.'i..C Battalion. Resupply for these units was coor­
din9.ted between the BLT and 1st A14TRAC Bn~ 

(7) Supplies W(1l'e moved from BE:f.~CH BLt.TE to DONG HA and the LSA was 
dissolved. By D+10 requhed persol11:1el c supplies, and equipment embarked in 
ARG ships were off,wloaded Hnd transpe>!'t.,ed to DONG HiL 

(8) There 'WEn'a n(:; l.m':11.1lC'tnount",ble logistic problems during operation 
FORTRESS SENTRY" 

80 The: fe,nowing (;ommr::mts on ELT 2/J and Hl1Jl'1 262, After Action Reports are 
included. 

A" RLT 2/3 

B. HMM 262 

{I' P -l n.. h'b" t- h 1 '.,' Al.''<'l .Ia. uult"].ng an ,amp 1. lous op~ra lon w en contro of sup-
porting arms is afloat. it is necelO'5~try that ;;drcraft opersting within the 
AOA rellk'lin in almost constant (';ontact u-Ji th th.s SACCo When equipment avail­
a.bility permit:s~ SAce will nonit(!tt' the L;mding FONe FM Landing Zona control 
frequencies which will allo'W the Helit:topters to secu.re from HD<.l while they 
are operating with L.9.t1ding Ii'oN;e units., 
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._;IX.:Rf1T",lmFORI (Donagr"dad to u:\I.Cilll,·!lJ:tI!lif'1ed upon t-l5mo"V&l of helo2liur:& (1) ) 

FK(jm~ Commnding Otflcer 
"To ~ C(}!lIlI1I.Jldiwg Ge.eralji 9th Miu'ill8 Amphih10ul B:r1.g411d8 

Subj~ (!~mml.lld Chro_olog.y toY! t~. p!ll!l1"iod 1 O~t~., lI'knl'" 1907 ~ llIubmis!lliom of 

r~f~ (a) MOO 5750.2 
(b) FMFP&eO 57 SO. 8 
(,~) BrigO 5lSOo1C 

l~rl.C 1 g (l) Special l.a..ding Foretl (TG 79. S)·Col:llm.lill!l.d Chrolmology 

Iv I~ I,{;oordoce with. r.rcreaec. (a) through (Q) t,h.~ Gomm.alld Chroltology 
r>:il' th~ Speo1&1 LaJtdiag Force (tG 79.5) is ~ubm1tt.1Itd"3l.Sl bclo!Nu1"8 (1)~ 

• 
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ORGAJIZA.!+OIAL R!k! 

QQ14HAJDER 

Col J", G" DIOJlSOroUIlJS 
Col .oW., SCHMIDt 

··SUBORDDJ.TE UNITS 

BLT 2/3 

20 fOCAX1QI 

USE) TRIroLI (Lffi~10) 

--. , 

LtCol HoDGtISCn 

LtCol Go A" CORLISS 

HJ.jor J ",'if) A;LBER •. 

!T'.ucmm illlIITS 

,!OR 

USS PAUL R.iN1mi (APW48) 
USS WASHOE COUlTI(I3T 116S) 
uas WIIDHAH COUU'Y (IBT U'lo) 
uas TORTUGA (IS D...26 ) 
uss HERMITAGE (LSD-J4) 

3., ,§TAFF OEIICms 

3,,,,2 Capt VI" B 0 lUYBDRI 

Umlt 'S=2! AO l.ttt R .. T" WAI.JJJ::1 

!L3 LtCol L" J a IJ.QUII 

A.ut 5-.3/FSC LtCol VI .. i" mTOI 

Aut 3"",)/ Air: Officer Cap'bVl", H .. )lCli'ALL 

Aut 13 ... 3 Capt J" P .. SHUHAI 
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PART II 
MIlt 

"J!W.U.TIVi SUlf.!AIY 

Frem 1 through 4 October thtiij.RG/SU "mahed 1l'1 Subia BllY' jJ It", P., 
for uplu;ep., 

~'" ,-
0. 5 Ootober the f.RG/SLF ... iledtor ICT~.VJ.. erG 79.,5 ud :t'~r!i:'$"" 

Ie JIlt ati.v &$ departed Subic Bay, R .. p", via air cl, ,Oetobo:r fo:!:' Hq, III ¥..AF 
and Operatio.al Pla .. i.,. 

Arriviq vioiaitT Jli.Jug I C~~.;RVI Oil ? October thf!l" MiG/'S/LF rerutned' 
!:it support of BLT 2/) &lOO1'e ntil'14 Octobiel"at which t1m8 BLT 2/,) va. 
b.l.ckloaded aboard ARG ahippbg, therebY' reCOlliilltitutiq ,t;he Speoial La.db.g 
torc~@ ".' 

')'.:1. 

·'Ii 
Opl!ratioR FOi}{A'l'IOI LlUDER eo".ced,Ow, 11 Oetober ud OPeOI if! BLT 

2/'3 was paned to CG IJ:I m oa 18 OClitober. ,~!RG!SU sailed tor t)"PhOOll 
tivuion Olt 18 October ntunillg to the oPf!;~.tl1lg&N& on 20 Oc.tober ud 
remained i. aUPPol'tot()peraUou "ahoH ihrough 5lovember. 

Ope ratio. 1101 c~ •• c.d on 24 Octob.~ 1- oo.ju~tio. With .l.~.t~ 
of 1st )1l.ri.. Div1l1c)JI, u" terndltll.bd 0. 41. ovember" . I 

.i 
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PJ.RT III 
: -

Th" followi:ag 1~ .f1 revi8W o~ ·t.he act! vi Ues of tho\!> 3p@.::'!i<t.l r,~Jld:i!'lg Forc~ 
(TG 7905)0 D.tdhod i~:fOl"llliltir;1i. or BLT 2!J j HE~1 26,2' ~:t.!d DET I!A'~ F"1.'M 262 
h IShCl~ h. th& *ppNpriatti Cor.JZI'A:>'ld Chrc~ologf i~ ?lJf,T ri 0 ~t..i\:l.I~d b= 
:torm:atiolll o~ op$l'at.icli\ FOR::i..% . .TIOr; LG~i/KF.CX b CCH'tbilii.'sd i~ ?i./i.'f lV 0 

. DATE 

l=l} O~t 

5 Oct 

7 Oct 

14 Oct 

17 Oct 

18 (k>t 

20 Oct 

4- Nov 

Th~ J.RG!'J.U r*.m.t.il\lid ill Subia Bi~Y9 Ho Po for tlpk!!;~p<)" 

Th* JJJ.G!SIF u~itod. for r eT7., In(;i~ b·ro 79 0 5~l!dl'~pl"8&le~h,-, 
tiV1ilI1! d<a1p,u·t~d :~ol .-i:r:" f,n" ~, ur }o'}., fer ClpIlIl'At.io ... l pln:oilll?;o 

Tb.. LltG/SLF aniv<!d I C~)r~l Mld. C'l'l} 7105 ~E\d !·~prf'!i~:';tt.1..~ 
tiV$$ returltad t::'O£n :H:;'g In MAti' 0 

OPCO) BLT 2/3 (leu C8..-C l~lt ~ 01\1t'OS .. lld lSU) p~u\\\d to C'J:'G 
7905 it 141200Fo 

~fg CG III lHF 140344·2 OCT 67 
"."IIc'· 

Cperati!>JIL FOHM.AU(JN I,.i;;AlJER cCll'!.!nt!l~c~d with th" ludlwg of BLT 
2!3 by h~li~cphr 11\ Thua Thi.n .. r'1"Q'9':i~t'a!9 I C'~2:, RVll o 

OPeC) BLT 2/3 (hu C<i.C Fli» At;l'R.AC PUll 'i.'~~k Plt, AT Flt .t'fld 
ISU) paned t'J en III K~F at 180100Z OCT 67 0 Th~ ARG/[jlJ' 
&i1.il~d .outh .. .,~t for typhoon tfv4lsickQ 

~fg erG 7605 180035Z OCT 67 
, 't.' 

Op~;r'ati". KnOX :C:OmIl!&1If.~~.!d ill f"hu loa Di.t:rl~t ill MPljU)l.C:t10 • 

• dth l~t~rDivo 

Op~r~fi(jli KroX t.~rr.d1i\:;tt§d &ltd OPCO~ }jLT 2/3 (1... e&-c PUs> 
A11'I'RAC P1t~ T<i~ Plt9 AT .P1c nd L'3'G) pUIiO/td to eTG 79,,5 ~t 
o41000Ho ~ 

O.p~rAtio .. FORl!; .• tl'rOi lEADER termiJtJ:.:t$cio 

&f8 COMSi,WEMTHFLl: m.g a4J.834z .liow 67 
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App ... dix 1, ... ·_' __ 00 III HAF mag 1403lJ4Z Or.f67 

~ CTG 76.5 mag 18MJ6Z oot~7 
$~·CG 18t MarDiv mig 040250Z 'Qv67 

i 

Commalld Chro.ology BLT 2/3 . / (:;pct '. C '~-'hi ,,;:;~, 
, " 

COmInnd Chro.ology F.IHM 262 " ) - ;, (;;;,-::'1 (, 7' 
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.<':MF'T ZOi< FF'N 
I) ! 800,%Z OCT 67 
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Map Reference" Arm, Vietnam, 1:50 9 000, Series L7014 Sbeets 6541 I-IV and 
~;61.n III, IV. 

a" Operat1.on FORMATION LEADElt waS a unilatera1 amphtbions operation 
conchcted in accordance with!\fWP 22(A) employinghelioopterborne a.Mault 
to:r'r::;0SQ The operaUon was conducted in the vnm IDC and PHTJ LOC Distrtcts t 

TEf' THIl};lf Provience. I Corps Tactical Zone. Republio of Vietnam. The AOA 
't.g S h01..1.ndet1 r8roerally by tbe SOl.ith China Sea tothe North, BACE MA totne 
'3[;uth, tbe SonE' Bu In River to the East and the Song Trued River to tbe '/lest. 

b" The h,clusiv6 dates of Operation FORMAT:tQtt LEADER was 17 October 
tl:"11"ougn :5 November 19674 CO}1SEVE'TTRFr;p' s 150300Z Ootober 19671 FORMATION 
'LG'" D'5'~. "Cnit:iat:lng D:l,rective, assigned Special lAnding Force Bravo tbe mission 
'"J cnnt'tIet SeArch ,and Destroy Operat.ions in the AOA. During th~ period 

'j 11 October +.0 I" november 1967 selected elements of the lAndingrorM Were 
unde!' thE! OFGOr of III MAF and p!ilrtioipa.ted in op$rations from 18 October 
.'::' 2h October 1967 l>l'ith tbe Third Marine Division and from 21~ October to 

I~ iYovember 1967 wH,h the First !>!arine Division. 

~;pec~.{;tl L.'1.nding Force 
~'; ,I,;!' 2/3 
DET ~\IPH.A. IfMl1 262 

Colonel M. 'do SCHIHDT 
Lieutenant CoTonel H~ENGLT3CH 
MIa .101' J "W. ALBER 

(~'1.) Enemy foroes known to 'Operate in the AOA and c01:1.tigu.ous erE/as were 
!:h~ .q\)ft.th Btl" OfF) ~ IC4B En., (MF): C.D_6 Co~ (LF); C.117 Co. (IF); cons 
-;(), iF) ?no C.119 Co. (LF).. Enemy strength Was estimated t'O be approY'o 1,000 
Yler'.< ';"!iapons consisted of 81mm~ 82mm. 60mm mortars; 57mm. 75mm recoiless 
1"1.['11313" automatic WEID.pons and normal small arms" ..... Tbese units bad no fiyed 
pod. tions and 1</'81'9 not restricted to ,9. specifio operGting area. 

(b) .Enemy Capabi1ities~ The enf'lmy was capable of; 

(1) Attacking friendly forces and,l,p.stallations at a t'lme of bis 
choosj.ng supported by mortars a.nd recoiless 'RrI$s f or 

1 Enclosu.re (1) 
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(2) Defending in positions at a time and place of his seleotion, or . 
(3) Delaying friendly units with locally ava.ilable foroes, or 

(L~) Reinforce capabilit:les 1 thru .3 with units :from o\}t.side the AOA. 

(c) Enemy Tactics@ 

Appa.remtly the enemy did not desire torigbt. The maj<:lrUy of con­
t~(.rt,s ~Jlere attacks,i~·.b~l fire" sightings and small unit en.gagemen.ts of a bria.r 
n8,t' !re o No l."\l"ge grol1ptngs of enemy per~onnel Were report.ed.. Some defensive 
p,:)s:itionsp most,1y bunkers p were locatedi.ind wereilestroyed. Much evidence 
of recent enemy activity in the area was noted. Some misoellaneous pieces of 
c.qu'ip'1l9nt were found .. 

Cd) Terr,g:1n and Weather 

(1) Terrain 

The terrain. in the AOA consisted g~rieral1;yofa narrow strip of 
;:o~stal lo;.rlands which ended abruptly in a series of mountains. These mountains 
rose to a height. of over 1,40ct~~ metel's. .. 

"2)Weatber 

The weather remained favorable q'lti,ng the peri od of opera.ttons. 
'rhe l''101:''ll1aJ. and expected monsoonprecipite.tion '1jid not ap~a.:r. 

STY Bravo fonduets an amphibious opet'ation in THUA THIEN Province, against 
"cC/~T\fA forces "tn the AOA and., such other operations as may be agreed upon 
lith CG III MAF' or M,B desighated representatives .. 

Operati.on FORI-fATION LK4.DER was a unilateral Amphibious operation conducted 
h:'l AI,:G/3L&~ Bravo" The operation was planned as a searoh and destroy operaUon 
't)y executing a, helicopterborne assault into the area of operation. Initially, 
Oper,? t.i on F'QTlt,IATTON LF..ADER was to be oonducted in three phases: 

a o Phase I 

SLF Bravo conduct a belicopterborne assault and oommence screening and 
interdi~tion opera.tions to deny the enemy access to populated areas east of 
highway NR 1, to prevent enemy interference with the National Vietna.mese elections, 
and to assis~ the PEU roc Distri.ct headquarters it suhJected to attack. 

2 Enclosure (1)' 
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b" Phase II 

S1.1" Bravo oonduct search and destroy operations to destroy enemy forces f 

locate and seize enemy supply caches and to interdtct enemy rice oollection 
operations 0 

Co Phase III 

SLF Bravo conduct an amphibious withdrawal .. 

lio Operation FORMATION LEADER was initiated by COMSEVENTHFLT l50300Z 
October 1967, the Initiating Directive. Eyecution was in accordance with 
CTG 79@5 OPLAN 120A_17 as supplemented by eTG 79.5 mag l61616z October 1967. 
Fr,'!.g Order for Operation FOHMA.TION mAVER. 

~ D-Day was established and confirmed as 17 October 1967 with L.Hour 
·at oB'bmI. 

c~ On D_Day SLF Bravo conducted III helicopterborne assault into the 
as'E'ig'ned AOA by CH-5J'so Elements of Second Battalion, Twenty.Six Marines 
secured the Landing ZOJ1es. A delay of over one hour was experienoed during 
t.he troop Itft because of adverse weather" The delay had no signiricant 
effect on the Illnciing or subsequent operations .. 

do Second Battalion. Third ¥~rines (_) landed in LZ's OWlJ (YD 994~~) 
'.n.d CASDINAL (TD 9980lJ.3) and B/l/12 and the m.otor transport platoon moved 
h~;i surf'1ce cra.ft to HUE for further movement across highway NR 1 to tbe 
hattalion command post. 

e a On 24 October 1967 the BLT ma.de a;mqtor march south on highway NR 1 
"0 <!! new area of operation to participate in an operation with the Seventh 
E"'1"ine Hegiment. The BLT phased into the new area in the following order; 
B/11.12~ H72/3~ G/2/3, ~L2/3. BN CP, and F{2{J. The move was completed on 
2; October 1967 when Fltl.3 arrived in pos~t~on. 

r; 
r" 

a" Planning 

(1) 'rhe A.T1.G/SJ.F returned from an upkeep period at Subio Bay on 
7 October 1967 .9.nd commenced backloa.ding BLT 2/3. The back10ad was oompleted 
and the ELT reported OpeON eTG 79.5 effective 14 October 1967. On 12 
October 1967 the SI,F was requested to report to CG Third Marine Division for 
planntng purpos6s e 
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(2) Phlming cont::l..nued through the issuance of final orders on 16 
O~tor,er 1967. During the planning Pha.se, the following steps were accomplished. 

(a) Haps, area. ana.lysis and the enemy order of b~tt1e were obyined 
a l~im.i+·.ed aerial recon'1/iissance of the AOA was conducted. 

(b) Current intelligence was obtained from the Third M.'l.rine 
DiviSion, Second Battalion. '1'wenty_Sixth ~!arine Re~ime'lt; U.S. Army seotor 
adv:i SOl'S at PHU LOe; a.nd dur:i.ng the latter phase from the Seventh Marine 
Ee!;d1l1~mt,,, 

(0) Arraneements were made for processing a.nd evacuati.on of' 
flX'J"s deta:inee,s, ref'l1gees, c1.vilian ca.sualties and captured materia1. 

Cd) Arrangements ware made for the use of Intelligence Interrogator 
'7ll'.~\>,slator Teams" 

(e) IOlTistic support procedures ,,,,ere arra.ngeci. 

(r) Radio f1"e('!np.nci~s were obtained and ass:tl"ned and the communication 
plan ~U1S isslled~ 

(g) The AOA i.ras agreed upon and cOll'lnland relationships were 

(h) Coordination vrith 2/26 was established and the relief of 
elE!11'1€H ',15 of 2/26 was made without a mishap. 

(i) .A naval gunfire support ship was requested and requirements 
ror close air support , .. ere determined and requested. 

(j) Addi.tional helicopter support was arranged for, conSisting 
of 'three armed and one 1.lJT<li"med UH-l~. and two eH-53 for the landing of the BLT. 

(k) Arranc'ements were made to provide liaison pa.rUes with 2/26 
.;..,...." r'listriot He"!.ciqu8.rters at PEU LOC.. BLT 2/3 eychanged liaison parties with 

/ 

b o Command Helattonshfp 

(1) Operation FORMATION LEADER wm-s a unilateral amphibious operation 
xith cOl"mnand relationships in accordance with 1~tJP_22(A). CTG 76.5 passed 
DFCCn of selected elements of the IF to C(J III ytAF at 180900H October 1967 
whQ sirrn.llt.aneotlsly passed it to CG 3d Marine Division. At 240800H October 
1967 CG 1st ~farine Division assllmed OPCON of the selected elements of the IF. 
CG III t{A[i' assumed opcon of tbeLl" elements at OlaOOOR November 1967 simul­
tanec)lJsly passing it to eTG 76.5 who stmultal'leously passed it to CTG 79.5. 

4 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (1) 

SECRET_NOFORN 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET~NOFORN 

(2) Due to adverse weather condi.t1.ons in the seaward ACA caused by 
a typhoon North of DOrm Iit'\. an amphibious wUhdrawal was not conduoted at this 
t:LlTla o Inste~d a vehicle move ,.a.s made by the IF elements ashore to DA NA.r:JG 
for backloading. Operati.on FOfG.¥!.f'I.TION LEADER Was formally terminated on 5 November 
1967 by CO[.f31l:VE:1THFLT msg Oh18JL~Z November 1967 .. 

(3) 3Ll" Br"lVo provi.ded Udson officers to BLT 2/3 and PHU LOC District 
Headquarters 0 

c" 3upporting Arms. The situation ashore and the conditions of weather 
.9.l"ld terrain presented iii, series of un:1.que problems for supporting arms. 

(1) Air" 

(a) Fi?od wtng ai.r Sl.1pport Has requested even thougb the helicopter 
l"mding was to be made into a secur,,, ILo'le. The request made to 1st Marine 
Air Jing \'lI3.S for two VA/VF on staUon from 1-)0 to L plus 90 ll!Jnutes~ Aircraft 
Here provided a.s requested.. Alternate targets in the m01.lntainious area to 
the sOl1th and west of the landing zones were selected for unexpended ordnance. 

(b) Three UR-IE armed helicopters and one m1-1E unarmed helicopter 
was requested" Only two Armed helicopters could be provided. Three helicopters 
were used to escort ell-53 into the landing zones and as TAC(A) for fixed wing 
stri.kes. 

(2) Naval Gunfirec It was planned to land 9. part of the landir.g force 
CiveT t,i1€l beach in the Vinh Loe area" A naval gunfire ship was requested to provide 
support for the surface assault. The surface assault was cancelled. The 
d~stro:{er provided for gu.nfire support was not used and was released at noon 
on D_L~yo During the period 24 Oetober to 4 November 1967 naval gunfire was 
used extensively firing over 19000 rounds in support of the LF during Operation 
KrOXo 

(3) Artillery" The final landi.ng plan provided for an all-helicopter 
landing. and the logistic plans and extended scheme of manu ever asbore made 
it mandatory that the artillery have its prime movers ashore for mobility and 
8.lTI.l11unition resupplyo As a resultg the artillery battery Was landed over Rue ramp 
and moved overland into position near the helicopter la.nding fiona. The size 
of' the area of operations and the na.ture of the terraa,n mad~ 'it impossible for 
a single 105HI'1 Howitzer battery to support all compan:te's after they deployed 
along highway 10 There was a two-gun ARVN l05MM battery located at Phu 100 
and companies located in the southern-most part of the area of operation would 
have to rely on it for artillery support. Companies nearest Phu Ba1 could obtain 
rs:irrforcing fires from 155MM guns and l55MM howitzers of 4/12 looated near 
Jd Division Headquarters at Phu Bai. 

t 
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(4) Coordination. Supporting arms coordination was in accordance 
wi"tb current amphibious doctr:l.ne with control and coordination of all 
supporting arms under CA'l'F in the Supporting Arms Coordination Center of 
the flagshipo ~rangements were made for 3d Marine Division FSCC to ent.er 
the SLF Ar-tillery Fire Direction ~Jet for passing information of mutual interest. 
Because of range and equipment limitations. contaot between the SACe and 3d 
Division F'SCC was never established although the firing battery ashore eould 
communioate wUh 3d Division on the nate Coordination was complicated by the 
inclusion of 1st Marine Division units within the area of operations. A 
l05~U.f howitzer battery supporting this unU was located at Phu Gl1a Pass. The 
most satisfactory coordination that could be effected with this unit was between 
118.i80n officers at Phu loc District Headquarters whe::El both the 11~\ Dlvision 
Artille:rJ unit and the LF had representatives.. CoordJ..nation and control of 
all supporting arms was passed ashore to 3d Marine Division at 0901) on D plus 
1 t"1'hen it becs:me necessary for ARG shipping to depart for typhoon evasA,on. 

d" CommunicB. t1. ons 0 

(1) C0111!llunica.tions during Operation FORYlATION LEADER were good to 
exeellent~ both to higher and lower eohelonso The VRC-46 and KY-8 equipment 
uti.lh:.ed by SLF' Bravo were highly reliable 0 Two antennas mounted on the LPrI 
develope,d "Open" cirouits anq required deck mounted operation of the SLF 
HPC~nCi radio vehicle for a short time~ Rapid repair of one antenna and an 
£lbbrevia.ticm of shipboard c:i.rcuits limited the use of the MRC_lIO" Elec~t:'onie8 
Haintenanca Company. FSR p Da nang provided excellent maintenance support during 
the operattoho 

(2) OPCOH of the BLT ashore passed from CG, Third MarDiv to CG,First 
E;1l"Div during the operationo Th:i.s necessitated a shift in frequencies used by 
t.h., 3LT ~ 

(3) Two liaison teams were employed during the operation and one 
additional radio link was provided to the First Marine Division Casnalty 
Reporting Center" Communication w1th the liaison teams was good to ex-caUent. 

(4'; ( ) \ The KY-8 Nestor Crypt,o System provided reliable means -ror secure 
voice oonunun:lcations" Modification inserts for the KYK-12 cards were installed 
prior to the operation~ This modificatton eliminated faulting and warping of 
the KYK-12 cards~ 

(5) Two radio operators were requested rrom. and were provided, by 
IJinth Harine Amphibious Brigade to meet the communications requirements of 
t,he oper.s,tion" 
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t·.' D" q 1 . ''''h th F~RM'T~C"I""'D'''~'-'/lIB=TY'T­~~~L} 1. ur~~ ng l,t""18 p an.nll'l~T If as€ of 'i6 c.,,~ :.1:-\',._ i .I~\l J!".~:",. .!.~P_ ~. . CJ.f'i.. ~_l. 

Cper,<;tGions 8.rra'1.p:ef'lents t<Tere tl'L'lde 1\Tith the concurre'rce of CG Third ~rar:lne 
Div:i.sicH1 to :proyjde l'esupply req'1i1"ements for B11' 2/3 from in country assets 
locR,t$d '9.t tht'> LEi!;. in Phu rm.:L Realizing the shortages of heJicopters ard 
f.:he 11tlCfH't""in:t:.y of we.ather. along T,Ji,th close proximity of tbe LSA to the hO'\. 
sl1rf<:ce transport.Btion ."Quld be prima.ry means of resllpply< The Artillery 
t::·a.tt.ery "llonr lNith tbe Motor Transport Platoon was 1anded at Hue And proceeded 
t,n the !\OA for support 'of "he operation" An 1.31'1. ,,;:ith b'lo DeS '·ms estahl'lshed 
iIl the vtctni ty of the 13LT COll!Jl1and Post. A deta.cbl11ent of the ,Shore Party 

t.oon ol.,,)Brated the I;3A in the AOA while a deta,chlllent of' L,'-;U reported to the 
operations Officer at t.he L8.11. at Pbu Bai for coordi.nation of sllppl~f mana.gement. 

(2) FrioI.' to the termitlation of Operat:i.on [t'ORHATION IEADi~R/LF3E;rrrY II 
--c"1(1(,.r· the c~pera.t1.o1'lal control of rfh1.rd }~:~rine Divtsio!'1, a pl~~n·qi··'-·iS conference 
... , Cy-,ti';lCt'0d ,''It First r'iarine Division for Operation K'TOX. Oper~!.tton KNOX b'jaS 

.9, ocmij .. mI<ltto'1 of PC:I-i}ii',ATIOtY Li:;;ADER!LIBERTY II in the First Harine Division TAOH. 
t.h" ccnferel"!.ce it was determined that 7th Marines g the Operation Comlll~nder, 

"J(nld est'lhl :Ish em LSA in the v:'i.cinity coordinates 175013 to service both BLT 2/3 
",nci Ba:ttaliof!< 7th HarinesC-·)o To enSl1re rapid respor1,lse to needs of the 
pq" t.ne ;3hore Part;')T detachment and Service Platoon(=) H&S Co, ,'FlLT 2/3 augmented 
f','~ ,,' Unit chstribut:lQn from the I..3,'\,WttS accomplished by otter/helo/man-carry 
1:,0 the companies" The ISH detachment re1n.ained at the LSA in Phu Ea.:! to draw 
~r,.:·J rrepB.re for shipment the supplies requested by' the 7th Harine LSA. Upon 
.:;(lmpletion of Oper;;,tion KNOX the BLT was moved by' JIl.otcr march south to Da. Hang 
;"(ll:' reembflrkation", A five day reh,abilitati..on of e~~pment was afforded the BLT 
,'):na 8.11 eqUipment I'Tas restored to a combat readiness posture. No problems were 
';;;]"l(o'Cmhn'ed during the period. 

(J) EV,'H:m,atton and hospi talizatlon of all oP"sual ties WAS executed 
2.c(,ord,tng to plan and all casua.lties returned to CECS aboard the USS TRIPOLI. 

(1) Dt.u~ing the period l8~2L~ October 1967 while operatinf wttb the 
Third Earine :!?:\vision the LF took no part in civil affairs in its ~A. Thts 
t'J,?cS dl,,,, (::mtire-'ly to the faot th",t 2/26 had an 8ycel1ent program in effect ~md 
the LF t·;,,,::;; not to rematn in the area for an extended period" The IF took all 
pre':;e,-utions possible not to hinder in anYifay the e.fforts of 2/26 or tbe local 
CAF un:i.t,s '> 

f;First., 
(2) A llmited NEDC.AP program. was instituted while operating w1.th the 

r1artne Division from 2l~ October ~ If NovElmb"u' 1967 ~ A1so the Beacb 
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']U.1tlF(tt' Unit of OTG '76.5 i .... as usc,;i to flLll adVilnt,3.SG dux" in;; this pfJriod. They 
both Il.I:l,:~ric.an an(1 Vi()tn;',jrle~le music in .l.I;,,;cal. village 11'3hile \,,;;ompany 

("~<l"r,"";J; ,r, and tha En uoctors provided mediei:i.l tre,atmcnc, to villagers. 

(1) ;;,}1" Bravo, embarked in Ali!} bravo shipping (U35 TRIPOLI (LPH-~lO), 
u,)~) rAUL II.LVLii:.i:'.t (tJ?iI.·-24S) ~ U3;,} HL,d,lITAGE (L,jiJ-34), USi;) TORTUGA (LSD-26) 
;.;mtl U3;.-;, i.:,.i:)fIOL COUNTY (LST~ll'~;;) is prepared to respond '1;,0 any contingencies 
T.'\ d.ch !1l&;y arise within ti.:' Sf3venth Fleet area of operation. Continuous 

·~s i<'i bein:~ placed, on personnel, training 1 supply and equipment 
2''';:'cnne''':3. The ShCl'~' Jime frame between the backlcad of too ELfi' a.nd the 
[1.(r~mibioij,s l"m::Lin,~; for Opur'ation l~'Oh,hti.TI()N LblWEh. and the subsequent 
Sl).:~ce:1S of tho opera.tion reflected the continuous readiness of the Sli'. 

'c. The following ;~omm0nt5 on BL'l' 2/3 After Action Haporta a.re included. 

ion FQU1d'ION LLh.DElVLIE:G.i~TY II 

(i) Pe,ra. :)D~ Tlle Phr.':l.se ltadminist:c,:~t~Lve helicopter movement aahore ll 

:_', :L~~'>.';~l'('::t.. An A01;. llfaS establish::.: :1nd the landing zones were prepped. 
'L;is W;:Cr3 a helicopterborne arnphiL.i;" .• .3 operation. 

(2) l:ara 5Ff Believe the paragraph >'ladneant lor the Opera.tion KNCiX 
,;l"tm:' ',G'·.1.(m l~cport. Naval gltcYJ.:lire w,;,.:; ::,ot employed during Operation .FCHhATION 
L;~l}i:"h,/LII:li·~T:l II~ but was HS ,;xtensively during Operation KNOX. 

~1) Para 7a(1) g Should read 1st t1arine Div:i,sion Ti\,(H Vice 3D If.ta.rine 
[-'i;rLd.on 'r.·\.(iiL 
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HEADQUiIliTEHS 
Task Group Seventy Nine Point Five ero 79 .. 5) 

Fro San Francisco 96602 
3:JPS:dsa 
5750 
Sar: 0053-67 
31 Dec 1967 

SECFtET~NOFCR:fif (Dovw.graded to unclassified upon removal of Enclosure (1) ) 

FrOilU UOllllIIanUng Officer 
To~ (,;ammanding General!) 9th YLarine Amphibious f:lrigade 

SUbj~ Command Uhrq~ology for the period 6 ~ovember - 1 December 1967; 
submieusion of 

Ref:: (a) MeO 5750 .. 2 
~b} FMFPacO 57500 $ 
(e) f:lr1gU 5750.1u 

'Enclg \..lJ Special Landing Force (TG 79.5) Command I;hrono1ogy 

1" In a.ccordance with references \a} through\c), the Command Chronology 
for the Special Landing Farce ~TG 7905) is submitted as enclosure tl). 

M. W. SGHNIDT 
Coloneli' U. S. Marine Corps 

Oommanding 
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HEADQUAliTERS 
Ta~k Group Seventy Nine Point Five \TG 79.5) 

FPO San Francisco 96602 

COMMAND CBRONOLOOY 

6 November = 1 December 1967 

PART I~ ____ .,..-_______ ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

PART II NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

PART III~-.. __________ .-;SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT 
EVENTS 

PART IV __ -""I'_' _, , ..... _________ SUPPOO'TING DOCUMENTS 

GP=4. 

OOimRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECIASSIFI ED AFTER 12 YEARS 
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PART I 

ORGANIZA TIONAL DATA 

1. DESIGNATION 

Special Landing Fat©e 
(TG 79.5) 

BLT 2/3 

BLT 3/1 
, .J 

Det ALPHA, HMM-2.62 

2. LOCATIO!!. 

usa TRIPOLI v 
US5 VALLEY FORGE (LPH=8j' 
us::> PAUL REVERE (APA 24$) i/ 
uas NAVARRO (APA 2.15) J 

COMMANDER 

Col M. W. SCHYJ1DT 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

LtCol Ho ENGLISCH 

LtC;ol M. MCQUCMN 

Major J .. We ALBER 
Major D. Lo ALTHCFF 

ATTAC~ UNITS 

~ 

USS TORTUC',J, (LSD 26 J .)<. ,/ 
USS HEEMTTTAGE; (LSD 34)""-J 
usa BEl.IJt GROVE (LSD 2) . 
USS ALAMO (LSD=33) ,j 

usa WASHOE COUNTY (LSD 1165)\1' 
USS WINDHAM COUNrY (LST 1170) v 

3.. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Otf~Qer 

AO/S=]" 

S4 

A.sst 3.-.2/AO 

8-3 

LtGol R. A. MASON 

:: 'j.Lt 0:. G. CGlER 

K:l.j W. B. Mt !BERRY 

latLt R.. T. WALLACE 

LtCol L. J. NAQUIN 
LtCol W. M. OLIVER 

2. 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ 

6Nov=lDec 1967 

6Nov-IDee 1967 

lOec 1967 

6-2,3 ~ov 1967 
24K~ov""lDee 1967 

6Nov-IDee 1967 
30Nov-1Dee 1967 

6~lONov 1967 
7-20Nov 1.967 

22Nov-1Dec 1967 
6-l0Nov 1967 

6-9Nov 1967 
9-19Nov 1967 

1.9Nov-l.Dee 1967 
6.Nov-1Dee 1967 

0, l2.Nov ... lDec 1967 

6Nov-1Dee 1967 

6Nov-lDec 1967 

6Nov-:lJ.)ee 1967 

6Nov-1Dee 1967 

6-3ONov 1967 
lOee 1967 
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Asst S=3/FSC 

Asst 8-3/Air Officer 

Asst 8-3 

Asst S-3 

ComnO 

4. AVERAGE MOWTBLY STRENGTH 

DECLASSIFIED 

LtCo1 w. A. WESTON 
Maj E. P. RICHTER Jr. 
Maj W. To Me FALL 

lfaj J 0 P. SHEEH\N 

Capt J. H. STRASSER 

Maj J. F. SHOVAR 

Capt. C. C! ENTWISTLE 

SLF STAFF g USMC Or! - 13 USMC Enl. - 41 USN Off - 0 
BLTg USMC at! - 57 USMC Enl - 1405 USN Off - 8 
DET ALPHA. 
HMM 262 USMC Off - 15 USMC E~ = 54 USN Off ~ 0 

DECLASSIFIED 

6-30Nov 1967 
lDec 1967 

oNov-lDec 1967 

6NoT""lDec 1967 

17Nov=lDec 1967 

6Nov-lDec 1967 

f):~vv-1Dec 1967 

USN Enl - 0 
USN Enl - 80 

U~N Enl - 2 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

From 6 through 10 November 1967 the ARG/SLF underwent a RERI\B period 
in Da Nang, RVN. On 11 November the ARG/SLF sailed from Da Nang, RVN. From 
11 through 12 N.ovember the ARG/SLF remined in a 24 hour reaction status for 
operations in I CTZ, RVN. 

Operation BADGER HUNT/F06TER commenced on 13 November with the landing 
of BLT 2/3 by helicopters in DUC DUe and Dai Lac District, Quapg Nam Province, 
RVN and continued through 29 November 1967. During this period· selected 
elements of the Landing Force were OreON 1st Mar Div vho further passed OrGON 
at various times to both the 7th Marine and the. 5th ~~r~ne Regiments. 

On 1 DecElmber 1967 BLT 2/3 was rot,ated in...country am came under the 
commam of tt)3 5th Marines)I 1st Mar:t.nEl Division. On 1 DE'~F'm'l;e:"" BT.~ ,11 
commenced emb~rkatipn in ARG shipping. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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PARI' III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTIID OF SIGNIFICANT EVENrS 

The following is a review of the activities of the Special Landing Force 
(TG 79.5). Detailed infornation of BLT 2/3 ani Det ALPHA. HHM 262 is shown 
in the appropriate Command Chronology in PART IV. Detailed information on 
Operation BADGER HUNTjFOSTER is contained in PART IV. 

~ 

6-10 Nov 

11 Nov 

12 Nov 

13 Nov 

13-29 Nov 

29 Nov 

1 Dec 

Tp6 ARG/SIF underwent a REHAB period in Ds. Nang, RVN. 
Planning was accomplished for Operation BADGER HUNT which 
was to have been conducted in the Third Marine Division 
area with D-Day tentatively set for 12 December 1967. 

CG ~II MAF requested planners far new amphibious operation 
with tenative D-Day 13 Dec 67. 

Ref' : III MAF 110907Z Nov67. 

CTG 79.5 and representatives meet with planners trom 7th 
Mar Regt. ani 1st Mar Div. ani planning commenced for Operation 
BADGER HUNT to be conducted in the First Marine Division 
Area of Operations 

Operation HADGER HUNT commenced with the landing of .I::lLT 2/3 
by helicopters in QUANT NAM Province, lUTZ, RVN. OPCON 
BLT 2/3 (Less AmTrae PIt, Tank PIt, AT' PIt, G & C PIt) 
passed to CG III MAF at 131400H Nov 67. 

Ref: GTG 76.5 130620Z Nov67 

ARG/SLF remained in support of the LF elements ashore. 

Operation BADGER HUNT terminated 

R~r: GOMSEVENTHFLT 290146Z Nov67 

B~T 2/3 rotated in-country under command of CG III MAF 

R~f:' CTG 79.5 2a16Q4Z Nov67 
BLT 3/1 passed to OPCON CTG 79.5 

Ref: CG Ill; MAF 27J.!46z: )lov67 
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Appendix 1 v 

::.)t.t r ... rl; f Appendix 2 ~ 
I 

~pendix 3 .... 

Appendix 4-

",~~lA:ppendix 5 
" ~,; 

\!:ppendix 6 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART IV 

CHRONOLOGY CF SUBORDINATE COMMANDS . 
Alb SUPPORTINft. DOCUMENl'S 

-' COMSEVENTHFL'l' 290146Z »ov67 
;LlII lIAF ll0907Z lov67 
~III MAF 271146ZNov67 
~TG 76.5 130620Z Nov67 
~TG 79.5 2a1604Z Nov67 

Command Chronology ELf 2/3, "~,,,-& ... ~ /4Lc &, 7 
If • ~_' 

Connnarrl Chronology Det-~ALPHA HMM 262, c.,,-y~ _/ '&L.c .; 'l 

SLF, After Action .Report, BADGER HUNT , I': - . .:; q ,,-I ...... ~ 7 

gLT 2/3 I After Action Report BADGER HUNa-jFOOTER .. ~ ~")'7 ")/.!N/ ~ '7 

Det ALPHA., HMM-262, Aft~r Action Report, BADGBR ~ 
. Fo.sr-~, 7S-"<i?r>'1ru (",7 
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-i:--
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PAGE THREE RUl:mUAG 273 SEC RET 
A. ADrIUUSTRATION 
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-.., (~) BLT FILES AND ORDERS ROTATE WITH BLT. FILES AND ORDE.aS 
\ PLvULIlI.R TO NINTHrJAB, OTH 79 AND eTG 79.5 REI1AIH IN PLACE. 

(2) SUBl,lIT TO OTF 79 BY r.'ISG BY ,30 NOV 67, AN OFFICER ROSTER 
BY NAT.lE, RANK, SRt'iVICE NO/1,~OS AUD RTD t PLUS A RANK/rilos Slli.TI~lARY OF 
ENLISTED PERSONNEL -~ INFO CG FIRST IJAI·WIV l'1llD CG FI.fFPAC. 

(3) SUBluT 15AIL ROUTING REQUESTS lAW FfiiFPACO 27:08/3D A"T\fD CG 
NINTH r,iAB i~SG 25080,3Z llAY67 0 

~ }4.) sumUT UliIT DIAl"1IES lAW F:r.1FPACO 1080 .. 4 . . 
\5). COITI\iAND CHRONOLOGY WILL BE lAW BHIGO 5'Z50.7A. ENsr.TRE REPOHT 

OF"MOVE IS INCLUDEDQ 
5.. COI!Jl\~Al'lDAND OOI!l!ll ELECT 

A. OPOON OF REi:.1AINING ELELmNTS BLT 2/3 YiILL BE PASSED TO FIRST ~:AR·­
DIV UPOj5J COl1PLETION OF DEBliRICI\TION FRO:W lutG SHIPPING. 

B. COIjLAND BLT 2/3 PASSES TO CG III =,i{'.J)' EFFECTIVE Ol0600H DEC 67 
C. ACRlTOWLEDGE RECEIPT. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Task Group Seventy Nine Point Five (TG 7905J 
, FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

I :3:JPS:dea 
Ser: ool-6S 
:3 Jan 196$ 

SECRET-NOFORN (Downgraded to Unclassified Upon Removal of Enclosures) 

hom: Commanding Officer , 
To: Commanding General, F1Get Marine Forc., Seventh Fleet 

Subjs Comba.t ArtsX' Action Report, Operation BADGER HUNT/FCBTER 

Enclg UJ SIF ,Bravo After Action Report, Operation BADGER HUNT/FOSTER 
\.l,.t \C'2T BLT 2/3 After Action Report, Operation BADGER HUNT/FCBTER 

;1'$.<.-f i()} Det ALPHA HMM 262, After Action Report, Opera.tion BADGER HUNT/FCBTER 
, ____ - I _, _____ .... ____ _______ _ _ __ _ 

1. Enclosure (1) contains Special Laniing Force BRAVO After Action Report 
for Operation BADGER HUNT,/FOSTER o Enclosures (2) and (3) amplify enclosure (1). 

m~.~ 
M. W. SCHMIDT 
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CQMBAT AFTm ACTION REPORT - BADGER HUNr/EOSTER 

Ma.p Referencet AMS, V1etnam,--is50,oOo, Series L7014--Sheets-b"6"4o I thrU -IV --­
ani 6540 I and n. 

1. GENERAL. 

a. Operation BADGER HUNT was a unilateral amphibious operation conducted 
in accordance with NWP 22(A)emplQ;ying helicopt~r assault forces. Tho 
operation was condu.cted in tffi DUC nuc and DAI LOG DISTRICTS, QUANG NAM 
Province, I Corps Tactical Zone, RepubliC of Vietnam. 

b. !. total of 115 hours elapsed from the ~ommencement of initial planning 
with the Third Marine Division to the eventual 'landing with the First Marire 
Division. The planning phase of tffi operation -'With the First Marine Division 
spanned 36 hours. -

c. In view of the land AOA being completely land loCked, 22 miles 
inland, a helicopter approach ani retirement route was established. This 
linked the seaward AOA with the lard AOA ard was approved by COMSEVENTHFLT 
121430Z November 1967, Operation BADGER HUNT Initiating Directive Addendum. 
The ADA was ,bounied generally by the Song Vu Gia to the north, the Song 
'l'inh Yen ani the Song Thu Bon to the south and east, ani the highgrourrl to 
the west. 

\ d. The rotation of BLTs 2/3 am 3/1 was effected upon completion of 
,the operation ani therefore no amphibious withdrawal was comucted. 
C~VENTHFLT 290146Z Nov67 terminated Operation BADG&R HUNT on 29 November 
1967. 

2. TMK ORGANIZATION. 

Special Landing Force BRAVO 
BLT 2/3 
,DET ALPHA HMM 262 

3. INTELLIGEIDE 

Colonel M. W. SCHMIDT 
LtCol H. ENGLISCH 
Major J. W. ALBER 
Major D. L. ALTHOFF 

(a) Reported enemy order of battle within the AOA consisted of R-20 
Force Battalion, and the Q-14 Local Force Compaqy. No confirming intelligence 
was discovered. 
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(b) Enem.y Capabilities. The eneIll3" was capable of'; 
~ 

(1) Attacking friendly forces am installations at a tilM of his 
choosing supported by mortars and recoilesa rifles, or 

lOA. 

(2) Defending in positions at a time and place of' biB selection, or 

(3) Delaying friendly units with locally available forces, or 

(4) Reinforcing capabilities 1 thru 3 with units trom outside the 

(c) Enem;r Tactics. 

·During the operation no new or unusual tactics were encountered. 
The large number of refugees apparently had been awaiting an opportunity 
to nee the area a.nd were not used by the GIlemy to distract friendly forces. 
Although sightings of up to 30 NVAiVe were made, contact "",,8 generally 
ligh-t. to mOderate~ consisting of snipers~ small probes a.m' mod,rat, .amounts 
of Aw/sA fir. against helicopters. SeveraL small tunnels and' ~er '~mpleX8s 
were located and destroyed evidencing prior preparation for d.t.ns. by 
small units, probably nea.r sensitive a.reas. Probably due to superior forces 
and fir. power no prolonged defense was encountered. Final .n.~ casualties 
were 47 KIA (Confirmed), l$4 KIA (Probable], 4 POW and 51 vas. 

(d) Terrain and. Weather 

(1) Terrain 

The terrain in the AOl--consisted genera!iy of rice padd1es 
with fore,sted high ground. to the west and sOuthwest. 

(2) Weather 

The weather remaimd fa.vorable during the entire period am the 
expected monsoon precipitation did not appear. 

4. MiSSion. Special Landing Force BRAVO conducts an amphibious operation in 
QUAOO NAN Province to capture or destroy enemy forces am supplies and destroy 
all ene~ facilities located within the AOA. 

2. 
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5. Concept of Operations. Operation BADGER HUNT was a unilateral amphibious 
operation conducted by~h~ ARG/SLF BRAVO. The operation, planned and executed 
as a search and destroy mission, commenced by a heloborne assaUlt into DUC 
DUC and DAI LOG District, QUANG NAM Province, Republic ot Vietnam. 

6. Exectuion. 

a. Operation BADGER HUNT was initiated by COMSEVENTHFLT 08040SZ November 
1967 which was modified by COMSEVENTHFLT 121046Z November 1967, BADGER HUNT 
Initiating Directive Addendum. Execution was in accordance with CTG 79.5 
OPLAN l20A.-67 j as supplemented by CTG 79.5 121302Z November 1967, Frag Order 
Nr 2 for Operation BADGER HUNT .. 

b o D-Day was established as 13 November 1967 with L-Hour at 0900H. Due 
to weather in the A~ fixed wing aircraft were unable to adequately prep the 
LZ' s causing L-Hour to be d~ayed 70 minutes 0' This had no a.dverse etfect on 
~ay or subsequent operations ashore. .~ - _. . 

..... 
C. On D-Day SLF BRAVO executed helicopter assaults into LZts HAWK. (AT 

818473) and EAGLE (AT 807508). A troop build up and logistic base was 
accomplished in LZ FALCON (AT S75475)0 F/2/3 landed in LZ HAWK at 10lOH 
ani was immediately followed by E/2/3o By 1130H both companies were moving 
towards their objectives" G/2/3 landed in LZ EAGLE ani by 1200H was moving 
towards its objective. All men and supplies had been moved ashore by l300H 
ani the Landing Force was firmly established in the AOA.. At 131400H OPCON 
of selected elements of the LF was passed to CG III MAF thence to CG First 
M3.rine Division who Simultaneously passed it to the Seventh Marine Regiment 
(CTG 76.51 msg 130620Z Nov67). 

". ~ /. 

d. During this operation the LF also took part in Operation FOSTER in 
conjunction with the Seventh Marine Regiment. This operation was character:i,zed 
by the rapid movement of the IF in response to the tactical situation and 
a large refugee evacuation effort on t,he part ot the LF. The refugees were 
moved primarily by CH-46 helicopters to a. refugee center a.s well as all rice 
captured in the A.O. 

7. Commander's Analysis. 
g . . . 

a. P1anning 

(1) The initial planning for Operation BADGER HUNT was wi. th the 
Third Marine Division. The plaiming has been completed and orders issued when 
CG III MAF requested SIF BRAVO sen.d representatives to the First Marine Divi­
sion for a planning conference (III MA.F msg 11090'7Z Nov67). This was accom­
plished on 12 November 1967. As a result or this conference a new AOA. and 
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mission were agreed upon a.ni forwarded to GOMSEVElIlTHFLT for approval. All. 
prior plans, orders and requests for assistance were cancelled and new ones 
promulgated. 

(2) During the final planning phase the follo"Wing steps 'Were accom ... 
plished: 

(a) Maps, aerial photographs, area analysiS and the enemy order 
of battle were obtained. 

(b) Current intelligence was obtained from the First Marine 
Division. 

(c) Arrangements were made for an interrogation translator 
subteam and interpreters. 

Cd) Arrangements were made for processing arrl evacuation of 
POW's, detainees, refugees» civilian casualties, and captured documents arrl 
supplies. 

(e) Logi~tic support procedures were established. 

(f) Radio frequencies were obtained and aSSigned, and the 
communications plan was issued. 

(g) The ADA was agreed upon ani command rela. tionships were 
finalized. 

(h) Requirements for close air support were determined and 
requested. Additional helicopter support consisting at 3 CH-53, 2 armed 
UH-lE ani 1 unarmed UH-I.E was requested. 

b. COllU!!fH1d RelationshiW. Operation BADGER HUNT was a unilatera.l 
amphibious operation with commarrl re1ations~ps in accordance with NWP-22(A). 

(1) The tactical situation necessitated OPCON of selected elements 
of the LF being passed to GG III MAF thence to CG 1st Ma.r Div who simultaneously 
passed it to 7th Mar Regt effective l31400H. 

(2) During the period these elements were OPCON to GG First Marine 
Division it became necessary for them to be OroON to both the 5th and 7th 
Regiments for periods as shown below. 

(a.) l31400H to 25l700H 7th Marines 
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(b) ~5l700H to 270955H 

(c) ~70955H to 29l700H 

5th Marines 

7th Marines 

(3) ~ viftw of BLT 2/3 rotating permanently to a III MAF Command, 
no amphibious witJ)dra1>laJ, was conducted. On 1 December 1967 the rem.r..inin,g 
m.T 2/3 elemeIl'f.a, upon debarking from ARG shipping were chopped. to 
CG III MAF thence to lJG First Marine Division)) who simul.taneously passed 
OPCON to their ~ar~nt commands within the division. 

I , 

Suppqrt~Arms. 
i . . 

(1) Air 

(a) F;j.xed wing air support was readily available aIX:l was used 
extensively as t~ tactical situation dictated. Adverse weather forced the 
delay or the landing zone prep. However, this had no effect on the operation 
and LZ EAGLE a.nd HAWlC were each prepped by four aircraft frem First Marine 
Aircraft Wing prior to Jarrling'of heloborne troops. The preparation was 
controlled by 'l'AC(A) in armed UH-lE helicopters. After the landing, close air 
support aircrafi;, I nmained on station until L plus 2 ani remained in support 
on an oh-call qa,sis f,hroughout the oper"l-tion. Fixed wing aircraft provided 
1.6 missions with 32 /porties during BADGER HUNT. 

(b) Two armed UH-IE helicopters were assigned to SIP BRAVO 
on D-Day. Two additional armed UH~lE helicopters were 'provided by lstMAW . 
in general support uptil L plus 3. Armed UH-lE's renained in general 
support on an on-Calt basis. ' , 

(c) One unarmed UH-U was assigned SLF BRAVO far, command ani 
control. The A/C Was also used extensively for aerial observation. 

(2) Artilary. During planning with Third Marin3 Division it was 
determined that it would be impractical to ]jani the artillery battery by boat. 
·Therefore it WC\I!! decided that B/1/12 upon completion of rehab would motor 
m.a.rch to Phu Ea.i and be~~preparea' to~moVe~~into firfng-positionl'rom ~her.-.--n 
The battery had arrived at Phu Bai when the area for the operation Changed. 
The battery tl1en was required to motor march back to DA N\NG aM thence to a 
position fram where tha,y'could support the, operation arriving on D pluB 1 • 
. The position assigned B/l/12 ~mitted them to support the BLT on on~ one day 
of the operation and the majority of their fires were in support of the 7th 
Marines. K/4/11 was aSSigned the direct support role for BLT 2/3 with E/2/11 
in general support. ~ artillery units

l 
were used extensive~ and the support 

they provided was outstanding. 
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(3) Naval Gunfire. Nava~ Gunfire was not required for the opera.tion 
due to the inlan:l location of tre land. AOA. 

(4) Fire SUPJ;ll;ll"t Coordination. Supporting arms coordination was in 
accordance with gurreny amphibious doctrine. Coordination and control of all 
supporting arms was passed ashore to CG III MAF at 1400H on D-Day as agreed 
upon by CATF. 

d. Communics:;tions. 

(1) Operation BADGER HUNT/FOSTER was characterized bi medium range 
connnunications. Reliability of communications, both to the BLT and higher 
headquarters was good. The ANjVRC-46 and KY-B installations in SLF operating 
spaces provided a secure and rapid means for coordination and control of the 
operations. 

(2)' One liaison team was employed utilizing SLF equipment. 

0) The ra.dio relay team ani equipnent assigned to the SLF was used 
for direct communication between FSCCs at BLT 2/3 and 7th Marines. 

(4) Excellent repair support for both SLF and TG 76.5 equj.},lIlent was 
rendered by Electronic Maintenance Co, 1st FSR. 

eo Logistics On ~ November 1967 IlL planning conference was conducted 
concerning the logistical support for Operation BADGER HUNT. First Marine 
Division chaired the conference. SLF Bravo, 7th Marines and Force Logistics 
Command were represented. It was determined that logistical support would 
came from the established LSA at AN HOA. BLT 2/3 landed with a prescribed 
load and a b@.'ic allowance of Class Va The Shore Party Platoon was sent 
ashore early l.n order to hanile all resupply requests from LSA due to 
immediate CHOP to 7th Marima. Casualties were evacuated to the LPH in 
accordance 'with SOP. No logistical problems were encountered during this 
operation. 

$0 Readiness of the SLF. 

(1) As BLT 2/3 was relieved of SLF responsibility a.m BLT3/1 was 
assigned these responsibilities a training/rehab was programed tor BLT 
3/1 in Subic Bay, Republic of Philippine,.. :DUring this period the ·ARG!SLF 
maintained a. 96 hour readiness posture. 
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9. The following comments on BLT 2/3 ani Det ALPHA HMM 262 After Action 
Reports are included. 

A. BLT 2/3 

(1) PARA. 5A:, The infornation set forth in this paragraph i8 incorrect 
and should read K/4./ll was assigned mission of direct support for BLT 2/3 
with E/2/1l in general support. B/l/12 provided' artillery support when the 
BLT was operating within range of their position .. 

. (2) PARA 13A-D are concurred in. However, to amplify Para 13b the 
destruction of all dwelling in the villages was done at the request of the 
District chief. 

(3) On page 24 the entry u25l700ff BLT 2/3 Chops to 7th ,Karineslt'. 
should read ••• tlto 5th Marinesu• 

B. Detachment ALPHA HMM 262 

(1) PARA 4ag This problem was caused when a reaction force was' 
inserted into an area wh~!e a~PQ had previously been requested. The 
battalion ALO tried to cancel the TPQ however communications with DASC 
failed. This is not a common practice and steps will be taken insure no 
reoccurrence. 

(2) , PARA 4b: It.bas been aM will continue to be tha policy of the 
SLF to weigh carefully the tactical necesaity'against the inherent hazards 
when deploying helicopters in adverse weather conditions. 

," (3) PARA 4c is strongly cop~urred in and a request for per¥nent 
assignment of a. UH=lE detachment to the SIF is presently being prepared and 
will bb forwarded ~nrough proper channels when completed. 

(4) The t.:rm Incidents under Intelligence/Counter Intelllgence .Qn 
page 4. means aircr~tt d~ge not as a result of battle. 
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From: Commanq.:i,ng Officer 
ifo~ Commaming General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade 

Subjg COl'llIlIa.n:i Chronology- for the period 2 December 1967 throUgh 2 January 
196$; SUbmi85ionof 

Refg 

Enel: 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

(1) 

'. 

MOO 5750.2 
FMFPacO 5750.$ 
BrigO 5750010 

Specia~ Landing Force (TG 79,,5) Comma.n:i Chronology 

10 In accordance with reference (a) through (0) the Command Chronology 
for the Special Laming Force (TG 7905) is submitted 8.8 e.nclosure (1) .. 
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1.. DESIGNATION -
Special Landing For~e 
(TG 7905) 

BLl' 3/1 

20 LOO~~ 

USS VALL1i:Y FOG (LPH~ lv"~ 
uss NAVARRO (APA...,,215) II 
usa ALA.MO (LSD~33) 11 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART! 

.Q!GANIZATIONAL DlXA. 

GOMMAN~ 

Col M. W" SCHMIDT 

SUB~U~.~ 

LtCol M" MCQUOWN 

Ha.jor Do .Lo ALTHOFF 

A.TTi~Hi!.]. i,lNIT 2.' . 

.mi 
1"" 

us;:) WHJkTSTON]; (13D...,21)"'-
uss WAS HOE CCUNTY (LST -1l6;)" 
iJSSWINDHiM GOUNTY (LST=1l70) v 
uss \l'ERNON GOUN'I'Y (Lb""l',-"ll61) -

AO/S=1 

S~3 

Asst S:"J/FSC 

Asst S-3/Air Officer 

LtCol R" Ao MlSON 

btLt. C. G" COMER 

Major W" "S" Mlmmmy 

1stLt a~ T .. W1LLlGJ: 

LtCol it{ ~ M" OLIRR. 

Major W. To He FALL 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

DATES -
2Dec67-2J&n6e 

.2Dec67=2Jan68 

2Dec67=2Jan68 . 

2D~c67.",2Jan6S 
2Dec670w2J~68 
2Dec47-2Jan6S 

2;Dec67-2Jan68 
2Dec",,7DeIC67 

2Dee=27Dec67 
2Dec670w2Jan68 

2Dec67 ... 2Jan68 

2Dec67-2Jan68 
, 

2Dee67-2Jan68 

2Dec67-2Jan68 

2Dec67-2Jan68 

2Dec67-2Jan68 

2Dec67~2Jan68 
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A.sst 5-3 

lsst S-3 

CommO 

4., A W.iia1AGE MQNTHLY STRINGHT 

USMC OFF 

SLF STAFF ~ 12 
ELl' 3/1 58 
Det, Ii A It HMM 262 16 

DECLASSIFIED 

~or J. P. SHUBiN 

Ca.pt J. H. STRASSIR 

Maj orJ" F" SHoVAR 

Capt. C. C 0 ENTWIST~ 

2Dec67-2Jan6S 

2Dec67-2Jan6S 

2Dec67-2Jan6S 

2Dec67-2Jl.n6S 

USMC En USN OFF USN EN!. 

41 0 0 
1596 S 87 

55 1 2' 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

On 2 December 1967 ABJJ/sU' withBLT ')/1 aIJi net ALPH! .m.ftl 262 embarked 
sa.iled fcr!lubic Bay, R. P. tor upkeep and a. BJ:IJAB/TRAINING Program. ' 

From 4. th1'o~h ~7 December 1967 tpe ,ARG/SLFreJllQl.inedin Subic Bay, R. Po 
The BLT conducted extensive tra.ining ani all crgmi,a equipnent was subj~ct 
to a REIftB program.. This period repJ.a.ced the normal TRilNING/REHlB period 
conducted on Okinawa. for Inter-Theater Rotation Units. A 'La.nding Exereise 
was conducted on 15. and 16 December 1967 testing the results ot training and 
the BLT I s Larding Plano ........ . 

On 16 December 1967 ARG/SLF Bra.vo pla.nners departed Subie Bay &0 P. by 
air for III Wo.F Headquarters. On 17 December 1967 the ARG/SLF sailed tor 
I CTZ RVN &rriving vicinity DaNang on 19 December a.t which time the planners 
reembarked o 

Operation FCRTRESS RIDGlL commenced on 21 December 1967 and, was terminated 
on 24 December 1967, by COMSJ;V1NTHFLT. I.1so on,the 24th eG UI MAF requested 
planners from the ARG/SLF meet with eG 3rd • Div in preparation for & new 
operation. 'lhe BLT backloadedori the 24th andepent the Christ_s tftanddown on 
board ARG s;hipp.i..llg.. . 

Operation BADGER TOOTH oommenced on 26 Decanber 1967 and was tetminated 
on 2 January 1968 by COMSEVENTHFLT. 

4. 
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PART III 

. ~QUEN'l'IAL LISTING OF SIGNlFlCA.N'l' EVENTS 

The following is a review of the activities o(the Special Larrli~ Force 
(TG 79.5). Deta.iled inforDa.tion of BLT 3/1 and Det ALPHA HMM 262 is shown 
in ;the appropriate Command Chronology in PART IV.. Detailed information 
on operations FORTR:ESS RJ:DG.E and BADGER. TOOTH is contained in PART IV .. 

2 Dec 

8 ... 13 Dec 

15-16 Dec 

16 nec 

1'7 Dec 

19 Dec 

21 Dec 

24 Dec 

26 nec; 

2 Jan 68 

EVENT -
The ARG/SLF with BLT 3/1 and net ALPHA HMM 2629 sailed for 
Subic Bay~ &0 Po 

The ARG/SU' reained in Subia B~y, R .. Pc tor upkeep and 
REHAB/TRAINING.. .... , 

BLT 3/1 a.rrl Deta.chment ALPHA }MIl 262 coniucted training .. 

ARG/SIJ! conducted Landing herciseo 

ARG/SLF representatives depart,ed SubicBay, R. P .. via. .air 
for Hq, III MAF for operational J?1a.nning. 

ARG/SU' departed Subia Ba.y.lt ~ ... P. tor I CTZjl RVN. 

The ARG/SLF arrived I CTZ, RW ani representatives returned 
tram Hq, III MkF. '. . 

Operation t'CRTRESS RIDGI. commenced with the laming of ELT 3/1 
. by surface craft and helicopters inQUA.NG TRI Provinceg RVN 0 

Operation FORTRESS RIDGE terminatedo . 

Planner:s from ARG/SLF m.et withOG 3d HI.r;ine D:[vision for 
.1'01" oper&tional pla.nning", 

R • .r~ COMSEVENTHFLT 250030Z Dec67 

Operation BADGER TOOTH cOllIIllenced in QUANG TRI a.nd TlIUJ. THID 
Province, RVN~ ..... . 

Operation BADG1m Toura te~~ted. 

Ref ~ OOMl'ilVENTHFLT 021C<l8Z Jan68 
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. i"' CAppendix :3 

Appendix 4 

Appendix 5 
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:; ! ,l' . Appendix 6 

Appendix. 7 

App*ndix 8 
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• 
PlRT IV 

CHRONOLCGY OFSUBORDINATECOl+IANDS 
AND SUPPORT. ·pOOU.lrS .... 

L_COMSJiVDTHFLT 250030Z De067 
;s"CJJNSJ,IlENTHFLT 02100sZ Jan6S 

.. CO:IIllll&nd Chronology ELT 3/J., 

,. Canma.rrl, Chronology Det ALPHl HMM. 262 i 

'"'SLF;> After Action Report ~ FOR.TRISS RIDGE ,,7 i -;:;:,y 

'+BLT 3/19 After Action Report FORTJU!;SS RIOOE,',7/_,.;:",l 

,j...~ BLT 3/1g After Action Re};l'()rt B.lDGER TOOTH, .. c,;; ..<Ji.4.,,~ ;;j,' 7-

. net ALPHi» HN!<1 262» A.fter Action Report, BAOOJE.R TOOTH, 
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P 250030Z DEC 67 lYO RITA 
FM COMSEVENTHFLT 

'~, • 
EC ET 

TO eTG SEVEN SIX PT FIVE 

g~gCPAC ~~-:~~.;;o''it'?rif!f~7iJj,;,. W 
~~~gP~i~L~EVEN NINE PT FIVE~~=~~' ~~!~~!5='- ., 
eTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT (/"1 //,l,..-tJ F_. ,f,.,ll/IE.? 
eTF SEVEN SIX C/r'l" 
CTF SEVEN NINE 
X>MUSMACV 
COMNAVFORV 
CG III MAF 
CG THIRD f4ARDIV 
COMPHIBPAC 
CG F'MFPAC 

. ce FMFPAC ( FWD> 
ONE ONE FIVE 

" CDR SEVENTH AIR FORCE 
CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT ONE 
CTY SEVEN'SEVEN 
CTU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT TWO 
CG FIRST t-1ARDIV 
CG FIRST MAW 
eTG SEVEN SIX PT FOUR 
eTe SEVEN NINE PT FOUR 

.~-?Te SEVEN THREE:~PT FIVL. ___ ~,~~ ___ """" __ """""""""" ___ """",_""",,,,,,~~, 
~·ru SEVEN ZERO PI EIGHT PT NINE ' .... ~ 

eTF SEVEN THREE 
erE SEVEN ZERO PI TWO PT ONE PT ONE 
B1 . 0 •• ~ .c_~, '~"~"c,,:;,,:,,,:,,:.,-- c .• , 

--<':t E C RET ~: __ ._. . ."JIIII!!Ir' .. ' 
JIE 70.201 fl 1 PASS ADVANt:E C'[PY TO c12~fiIsM~cv .,. ,.;;;; --'"':' ,,-"', ,.-
~ERATION FORTRE-SS-- R IDG",-~, (U-r , _ - -~":.,,:,:==-=,.=~=~~~~: "".~_:" "'=~~~=-- ~~~-.~---=-_=-:,~.~~~-- ----

e~i. FOR crG 16~5: TERMn~-ATE 1.'rPERATION . 
20 FOR CNO!l CINCPAC II CINCPACFLT: CANCEL N,~CKNAME FORTRESS RIOOEo 
GP-4 ::.~' .~~ .. - .... 
B1 .... .. "~ ' .. un. 

l ' 
-=-# 

SEC ET *1 
~/'- . 
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· >0-:~~~~i JAN 68 Z! RUAUB~;;~-S-E-C . 
FM COMSEVENTHFLT-
TO eTG SEVEN SIX Pi FIVE- .---~. 

!T 
eNO . ~ '~'~'_~'''~~":_~'~~! .•. ___ '~~''"';":~~-_'J __ -:-:~~~''~ __ .... 

CINCPAC - --~ , ; 
CINCPACFLT ",~,~ :,~~ 
INFO CTG SEVEN NINE PT FIVE 

-eTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT 
CTF SEVEN SIX 
eTF SEVEN NINE 

. COMUSMACV 
roMNAVFORV 
CG III MAr 

=-~~I-;roV()t1/{!1f)l1lJ/ - '3/3 
CG THIRD MARDIV 
COMPHI8PAC 
CG FMFPAC 
CG FMFPAC FWD 

-~ crF ONE ONE FIVE 
CDR SEVENTH AIR FORCE-
CIU SEVEN ZERO PT SEVEN PT-ONE. 

PAGE TWO RUAUBUL 0086 SEC RET 
erF SEVEN SEVEN .~-

__ ~u ~mr ~:~~~/T SEVEN p~ ruoWNGRAOtO AT 3 YEAR INTERVfl!:; 
CTGSEVEN SIX £1 FOUR····'" .'" -·DECLAS-.SIEIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
eTG SEVEN NINE PT FOUR· -
eTG SEVEN THREE PT FIVE DOD DIH 5200 10 
TU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT Pi NINE • 
eTF SEVEN THREE ,-

.. ( ... / ...... ;~s>~~ " 

( -. CTE SEVEN ZrRO PT TWO PI ONE PT ONE 
. eTG ONE ONE FIVE PT oNE ~. -

( "~_ -"' BT "- _ .. ~:'~=~,_,J:,_;:"F~7~'~· .e,! . _,,",,""::,,~~"~~;""""!'i: 
SECRET ,~' 
CT 70 .. 2.1 .. 1 PASS ADVANCED -COpy TO CO-MUSl\fACV------------ ----- --
OPERATION BADGER TOOTHeU) --
1 ~ r-OR eTG 16 .. 5 :TERMINATE OPERATION BADGER TOOTH 2 J,~N 68 
2 to FOR CND, CINKPAC, 1I !NCPACFL T: CANCEL NIC1{NA~E BADGER TO;JTH 
OG P ... 3 - - - .. ~ .'- ~ . 

. I . ; 

S E- C R~i"· E· l( . .. ···w U -;;- .. 
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SIF BRAVO AFTER ACTION REPORT"" OP.SRA.TlON FCR'ffiESS RIDtl& 
" .~ft,... ...... : . , ••. - ... ' '1'-.-; , --~,1-. 

Map. Re£erenceg AHSg li,atna.n:, 19;OaOOO, Seri.l3s L70149 Sheets 6342 I aId 
6442 '1 and J. If 0 

10 GENERAL. 
, . ' 

&0 Operation FORTRESS RIDGI was a unilateral amphibious operation 
conducted in accoroanc;e with 'NWP 22(B) anploying both helicopterar.d 
surfa.ce' craft.assault f<rces o . T~e oparation:was @Qnducted in 'he GIO 
LINE District,l) QUANG TRl Province» I C'at"pB Tact~~ ZO:tlft g Republic of' 
Vietnam 0 The .lOA was generally' bounded by tre 80uthern boundary. of' the 
DMZ to the north» National Route #1 to the weeta grid line YD6, to the 
south am the South China. Sea to the east. 

bo An Area of ItPrimary Interest l! was agreed upon within 'the ADAo 'It 
was generally bound.ad 'to' .the north by a line fram the coast running Parwel 
to the sop.thern boundary of the DMZ arrl .3 j,5'OO meters sOllth of the boundary~ 
On tiie wes:t' am sout~ by a line along t~ creek with no na~ f) generally 
t'ef'sJt"red to as .. uJone~n 13 CJJ."eekll to the CUA ~T'·Rlii'R thence east along the 
CUll. VIET to the DAMeHO CHUA then"a to tll~ t,~:Uage Lt XtJIEN an1 thence a 
~tl'a.ight. :tine to the 'coast ~ing t.hl-o~h ·t~ village ot 'lUONG VAN THUONGo 

The east.l) boundary 1~ra~ the SOuth China Sea. Tb!I opez-a.t,ion was conducted within 
tre Area of ptilllaFY J.llte:ce8t e 

- . .'~ ~,:: 

20 TAS;i. O~Z!TJPtf·o 
f'-

Special Laming Farce BRAVO 
BLT 3/1 - --
nET ALPHA HMM 262 

,. . 

Colonel M.. W" SCHMIDT 
LtCol ,M. MCQUOWN 
Major, Do to ALTHOFF . 

8,0 :Enemy Situatiohe ,Information received prior to Operation FffiTRESS 
RIDG~ i~icated' that. the AOAc.ontained rc;> oket s,ites a fortified pOS!t;ofiS-p 
arms- ca.che'sa ani supplies., J:nemy peraol?l+el strength within. the AOA ·wa.s esti~ 
mated to be 1,1)000 from the follOWing unit8~ 2d Bn aO.3d Rest WA» Ko~OO Co' 
LF vea U/I Bn M!<' .\re o IneJDy' fire support inclU:ied numerous artillery positions 
well dispersed 1,n &m.north of the DMZ area. This artillery consisted of 
S5MM» lOOMM» l~ and 130MM tie'-d pieces. 122* am l40MM rockets were 
a.lso used in tn,e area. '. 

SERET..,NOFCRN 
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b. Inem.y CaRB:bjJj:~ies. .The enemy was ca.~b1e of'g 

(1) ~ttaqjp.ng with a ,t:orce or ·up to two b&ttalions with artillery 
supports or . ., 

(2) Defending a.t a. tima and pla.ce of h:iS choosing with a fo:r©& 
of up to two battalions with artillery am rooket supports or, 

en Delaying in prepared positions with forces locally availableg 

or 
.. 'J 

(4) ReiDrorc1ng with a.ny or all forces within the AOA or con~ 
tiguous areas to the north or west 0 

Inemy oontact was mde within two hours after la.ndingo The enemy 
ChOS6 to defend from a. fortified position located in a destroyed village 
at cQord (In '3(4). He employed mona" am artillery in support of his 
defense. The enemy used sniperl!J from vantage points within his fortifica­
tions. These fortifications oonaist~d or bunkers» trenchees and fighting 
holes rwnrl.ng along existing tree lines a The ene~ appeared to be well 
tra.ined, in good mar'ale,p arrl competent. Against frienily ta.nks the enelIlY' 
employed RPG rocke'i:,s trom. the off hand position hitting one tank and oausing 
frielldly casua.lties o After the first day the enemy changed from a defensive 
position ,into one of de18,y aro withdrawalo Enemy arms and arna::nent were 
founi in abund~:nCel8 '-,hii arms were 'forwarded to :3ro Mar Div a:t.o.ng ld.tl-> one type 
of ea.ch ,:l1:.plosive .~1r,em •. The remaining explosives were destroyed in pi.ace o 

captur~~. :materiSJ. conSisting of documents inl:lluding a. suspected passportj) 
propag.z •• da. bookletsa: one map am miscellaneous papers wer~. turned over to the 
sub teai'l of tl:e17th ITT for transportation tq the translation centero 

" 

d. TC'Jrrain and Weather,. 

(1) Terrain Features 

The terrain was comp!!.rtmented by four' segmentss all generally 
aligned with t,he coast ard paralleling one ~other. The coastal lowland 
and. deltaplain progre8a~ inland from gently roIlings saDdy beaches and 
dunes to a. low 8.;r'ea of rioe cultivji.tionadjaaent to Na.tional Highway #10 
GroUn.l 'sl~pes weI-Gless than 10 perc~.nt .a.nd the highest point in "he area. 
was 46 meters (YD Zl4743}.. The area W~8 pon'l"l", 1rained, and large areas were 
inundatoed 8.1!1 a result of h~vyraina ~ The lOti; sard and .t:1cefield area.1! 
made movement' by foot and tracked vehicles dif!1culto . . ' ' , 

2 :lnciosure (1) 
...:., ' 

.i- .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

, 



... 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
~=NOFffiN 

(2} Weather 

The operating area. was under the influence of the nQrtheast 
monsoon during the period 21=24 Dec670 Morni,ngs were chara.cter1~tid by some 
fog a.m overcast skies which persisted through~t the period. lUl.:in' showers 
occurred during the period ~n1 ~~etr~cted visibility to somedegreo. 

4. ~.:tO!!.. Spec:ial Lan:ling.Fm"ce .BRA V03~nductl!Um qpb1P:1~~ .~pt~a.t.19n 
in QUANG TlU Province to locate and capture/destroy enemy forces and rocket/ 
logistic Mches» obtain intelligence am, be prepa.~ed to conduct. such o:ther 
operations. as agreed upon with CG In K4.F or hii .iesignated representative o 

--- --

50 CONCEPT OF OPERA.TIO~. _ ~ratiQ~L1fg:?'I'1l.ESS R~ Wi3.~.<i..lmn<l..t~ra1 amphibiQus 
op~ration conducted. by .the ,ARG/SLF BRAVOo The operation was planned ani ex= 
eCluted as a. searc!: Am destxooy misSion oaimnencing with a watol"bo1"ne and. then 
helo:.borne assault into GIO LINH District 9 QUANG TRI Province» Republir; ot 
Vietnam.. .. 

6.. EXECUTION" 

a.. Operation FORTREs.."3 RIDGE was initiated by COMSEVENTHFLT 191.304Z 
December 1967.h.eent,:5.on was in accordance wi-Eh GTG 1905 201316Z December 
1967» Frag Order·~No~·ptfoi"Operation FORTRESS RIDGI;o 

b. ))=Day was established as 21 December 1967 with H=H~ at 09.30H and 
l=Ho'.U" :~OOOH. D=Day was confirmed a.rd H ani I,c..Hours were nnde on s.:lhedule 0 

c. On D.,J)ay a.t HooHow SLF BRAVO executed a sux"tc'l.(.e assault over both. 
RID B<MM~h (YD 3.28715) and PURPLE Beach (YD :;05678).. At It=Hour a helicopter 
assa.ult was executed into LZus HAHK (m 295730)9 ROBIN (YO 288716) am 
llGLE (YO 313718). M/3/l1anded by lVTu S overmm Beach ani prooeeded to LF 
Obj #2 (YD 303729) 0 • L/3/1 landed by laming c:raft over PURPLE Bea.ch a.r.d 
proceeded to LF Ohj #'3 (YO 2727(4).- I/J/ll4n<ted 0,Y CH=46 v sin ~ P.AWK 
and proceeded to LF Objective #1 (YO 30073$). K/3/1. landed by CH=iJ,6 i S in 
LZ ROBIN and proceeded to LF Objective #4 (YD ?$5689)0 0/1/11 landed by 
landing cra£t aver BLUE ~CH (YD 344699) ani set· up within the First AMl'RAG 
Battalion perimeter» at tm mouth or the CUA Vlf;T Rivero l07MM Mortar Battery 
2/11 lanied by C11<=46 i 8 in LZ :&.GLE ani established a. tiring position pear 
BLT .3/1 01' in vicinity of the LZ. T~ ThirdP4toona Company ftC"» F1,rst 'T'a;,'j.> 

B.<lttalion landed over ORANGE Beach (YD 34C1700) ... !Lri:i. remained within tile 3Uppg 
base perimeter on the north bank of the COA VI£T River until employeq, in support 
of the BllI'. Obj #2» #3 ani #4 were secured wi~"hout. incident. 1/3/1 made 
contact with the enemy while moving to secure Q\?j ilL. '}A/3/l reinfo!"ced with 
the tank pla.toon a¢ i.n .gpnJu~i,<:Jn ,~tJi~~J:l?-I~, attacls;~ t!J.e ... Ob..iecti Y,.e_.~.m<., _,~,._ .. 
secured it by 2llaJOR. 
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d. On D plus 1 the BLT continued its search am destroy operation 
working primarily in the northern portion ot the area ot primary interesto 

111/3/1 with tanks and 1/3/1 made contact with a well fortified enemy am 
a tallk was hit with a rocket round. The tank continued to operat6 but. ·..ra~ 
restricted in its traversing capabilityo . K/3/l moved across the sand d'i.Wi!:~ 
to the coast area ani 1/3/1 rem.a.ined in position conducting a search am 
destroy operation in the vicinity ot Objective #3 and #40 

eo On D plus. 2 t,he BL1' consolidated on too coast and continued it s 
search ot assigned areas o 

t. The aJil:9hih:tOlJ3 ",ry t1.-,~ ';3.;.,n." • i:.o!,jd,u('rr·~d ~,'i ~~''Ccrdance with ~MP 22(B) 
en r plugs .3 and ~ration FORTRESS: RIDGE wai!ll t~rmiltl&t;M. 

70 COl1MUID.iilli IS. A&U;rnIS\o 

a o Planrdng 

(1) On 1.'S December 1967 CG IJl MAF requested planners t~··,· ARG/SLF 
BRAVO meet with CG Third Marine Divi.sion -..rl1es"ti1l to coordinatf ;!~,",~ning for 
the proposed employment ot SLF BRAVO between 19 December 1967 to Z Janua~' 
1968. . -

(2) Three t~'i'jnbers of th~ SLF Staff (S~p 8=3 and Fire Support Coo%'= 
dinator}!) two membe~:;,,~ of the PHIBRON STAFF (ops O££i~er a.n:i Cem Officer) 
a.ni a TAGRON representative departed SUBIG BAIR FoL on 16 December 1967 
tor the requested ~onterenGeo 

C3) The ARG/SLF BRAVO departed SUBIC -ElL!) P';J.., I.,.~ .... Decernb~r 1967 
with BL[' 3/1. and Det ALPHA~ ~ 26? embarked.. The BLT had completed a. limited 
Rebab/Training Program dL 'g its 1o.day stay iL'). the Philippine Islands o 

(4) The ARG/SLF arrived oft Da NangSJ RVN on 19 December 1967 ani 
d@ta.Ued planning for the operation commenced with the return ')f the ARG/SLF 
planners o ' 

(.5) Planning continued through the issuance of final orderl' on 
20 December 1967. During the plann.1.ng pnase!) the following 3teps were accom= 
p1ished. . 

(a.) M:l.PSi) area analysis!) ,am the. enemy ar~r of battle were 
obtained and limited aerial rec9Ilnaissance of the AU\ was conducted" 

(b) Current intelligence was obtained from the Third Marine 
Division am Fir st AMl'RA.C Bn. 

4 
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(e) Arrangerents were nade for processing and eva~uation 
of POW i s,detainees9 re£ugees9 civilian casualt~es and captured materialq 

(d) Arrangements were ne.de for the u.a\ll of Interrogator 
Translator Teams. 

(e) L~giS!tic $J.l.pport procedures were arra.~edo 

(f) Radio frequencies were :)btained and the communication 
plan was issued. 

(g) The ADA waB agreed upon and command relatio~shipB were 
finalized .• 

(h) Liaison with 1st AMTRAC Battalion was established am 
arrangsm.ents were finalized for the Amphibian Howitzer PJ.atoon (LVTH...6),jl· 
Jocated, at (ID 345698).9 to provide artillery support during the initial 
phases of the landing.. ,-

(i) A mval gunfire support Ship was r.equeshd and requirellPnts 
far close air supp~rt were datermined and requested. 

(j) Jdditional he11",opter support was arranged fIOrD oonsieUng 
of f.our armed arxl~''')!:: UDaI'm9d UH~lE. Two a:rn:ed UH=lE were returned upon 
cOlrtpleti;.m of th!! l:.u:!.!.~ .. 

(k) ;'.rraJ1geJ1'lent~ te"ere made to provide a. liaison pi.rty to 
Third M11:d.Ile Diviaii;n (FWD) eoo:. .. 

-----_.-
..... _ ••• ,,_ ••• , •• ,_,. __ ,-. __ ....... ___ "._,_ .. -........ - .... ~_ •• , ___ c."", •• __ -_-.... , 

b. Command Relationshil{ • 
. _------_._----_._------------------

(1) Operatipn FORTRESS RIDGE was & unilatera1 amphibiou5 operation 
nth command relation~hip3 in accordance ldth :NW'P=22(B).. Liaison was establish~ 
with Headquarters Third Marine Division Forward and 'l&t AMTRAC ~attaliono 
Liaison with the First ARVN Division was established through Third Marine 
Division Forward. 

c. Supporting Arms. 
(1) Artillery. 

( .. ) The organic BLT Artillery$ Battery C lstBn 11th Marines 
(105mm) and lofer-tar Battery 2ndBn 11th Marines (l07mm) along with "he 2nd 
Pltj) 1st Armored Amphibian Company (LVTH-6); attached to the 1st AMTrac Bin.s 
Third Mar Divll . provid~d .. ,~tnl~;z."'~upport rorth~ Laming For~e':,_. :c u'" u __ ""..;.=".,,,.,,~,,~,c 
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(b) The 2rrlPlt.ll 1st Armored Amphibian Company on D=Day wae 
initially a:3signed the mission of' Direct Support of trn Laming F.:'z."t·;P.o .. 
upon the landing of Battery Os lstBn 11th Mar-over Bl,DE BEACH on the 
o..fternoon of D=Day» the LVTH=6 platoon reverted to a. l"6WO!,t~J ng role.ll 
arl51.~Tering tires for both the Landing For~e a..'1dthe 1.St. AMl'rac Bn.. B.'3.ttery C on 
emplacement assumed direct support of the Larding FON~e l:hl<i ta.~ti\):al control 
of the LVTH=b PIe-toonng fires., 

( c) At 1 plus 5 Mort ca: Btry 2ndBn,9 11th Mar landed via e 
helicopter in Laming Zone &A.GLE and 'l,~,;,umed a reinforcL"1g support role for 
the Laming Force Under the tactical (;)ontrol of Batter;, ::; 0 . 

(d) Meciium and ffiavy artillery reinforcing fires wore ~l'\ra:llabl!! 
from units of too 12th :MarL'les located at Gro LINH and DOlJG HAe 

(c) Tr~ f'ollcwing is a. recap ot missions fired and rounds 
expended by cali1:::er during the dura.tion of tha operati.cm.o 

Mission R0urds E..x:pended 

Obser.ved Unobserved ma~ 

105 14- 1 39 
107 6 4, 
Total 20 l 43 

U~) Naval ::"'mfire. 
(a) 'X'v provide Naval Gunfire support for the Laniing Force 

a.ni t c ~l:ppr~ss artillery/rocket fires trom suspe,;:;t,ed/kncwn pC3itions within 
t.he AO'<$ ..toni acrOS3 t.he Ben Hai River in North VieLnam.ll the usa !\"E\tlI'CRT 
~iS(C;}, J.48) a.nd USS OU_BA~l;ON (DD 450) were assigr'.ed to ·the Aurphibious Task 
Force for direct ani gener;;"l support of the Landing FQt'<C:~" 

(b) Thlrlyc~FoUl' 3uspected/known eMlllY artilJ.<;lx·Y,h:'('cket. positLm 
,,;;€,~,~ taken under fire on a schedule fl'om H=60 to H plus 90 11 l.d.th a tl.)tal of 
?:"e :.")u.nds being expendedo The following i3 a r€t"lap of .mi.~3ionsfired and 
l'OUl.'lC.3 e..1Cpended by caliber during the remaining r ::rtior" of the operationg 

Mission Rounds Expended 

Observed F..&I 

all 4- 93 
5i't/54 1 20 270 
51ll/3S 5 Ell 881 
Total 10 101 1244 
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(a) Fixed ... 'ing air support was provided by First :Varine Aircraft 
Wing and was effectively employed when required o Landing Zones ROBIN and 
HAWK were each prepped by four aircraft prior to the laniing of heliborne 
troops. The prep was controlled by a TACeA) in UH=~ aircraft.. After the 
laming, close air support aircra.ft were on station until L plus 90 am 
reverted to on call at that time. On station aircraft not utilized in 
support of the operation were released to lIIMAF control agencies in time 
to be diverted to secondary targets., Fixed wing aircraft provided $ mi3sions 
with 16 ~orties during FORTRESS RIDGE o 

('5) Four~arme(:CUH~lE-he'licopters were assi.gned'to SLF'BRA YO-tor"~ 
D.,.,Day.. There aftsr two armed UH=li i s were provided until the end of the 
operation. These aircraft provided transport.helicopter escort!) support for 
gro:md action" control for air strikes a.nd in-I!liiI.Dy ~~iM§e~ emergency evacuatior.:. 
of wounded. 

(c') One 'UnAI'lJ:J3d Tffi=!E was prov4i_ed and was utilized for aerial 
observation, control of n~val gunfire and artillery fire mi3siQne» planning 
and liaison trips ~nd can~nd and control missions by th~ Landing For~e 
COlllllJander e _ .. '" ...• - ._---_._._-_._ .. _-. - .. --.--",-.-.~-,.-.~- ... """ 

'"' -.,-' ~~ ~. ,- _.-: "~"-~f~'~~- ·;;~-:IIIIG:::-'~~_~~~f.ft~~.i)il!II§'-",-_.,_~[i!'i;!,";~,;::,:,"rr_,~'!'lJII-~~'''~·' 

rf"; 

(a) Coordination of' supporting a.rms was in accordance with 
current amphibious doctrine i\rit.h contr:ol and coo;rdjnation Under the CATF 
in the supporting ~rms _~o~:~in~~i()nce~:li~.~! .. ?f :th~ Fl~gshi:po. . ..... _ .... , .... _ .. 

• :-.-•• """-'1"-- •• ,,,.~ _~,'''',J~'.,~ ",~.~:;i*ri* "'lILI!IITWW ",;.1 .. 9 ~'~ e,~_"_111 ~_'aIMllIIIII!III_m!!lPlll':U;'t'.M;";;;WU-.~'·~':::·"t;;,::..::-~,';)~~·,: 

(b) Liaison was established in the Third Marine Divisi.:m FSCC 
at DONG H! to coordinate the fires of the 12th'M9.rines into and over the 
AOA and for liaison and coordin?-~ion of ARVNsu.pport,ing"" arms with the 1st 
ARVNRegt. Except for the Landing Forc-esar;ea.. or-priIDary-Infer-es{;groi.wr 
olearance to fire within the ADA required coo:rdination with .. ani final groom 
clearance by the 1st ARVN. Regt *. This was due to the location of frienrl l y 
ARVN forces in and around A~l (YD 269732)" to thEl southe!'l.st arouro GIG 
LINHand the mov:ement of ARVN )?atrols throughout mo~ of th~ AOJ,.~ le3f5 tho 
area of primary interest o 

(e) No unusal problems were enc~tnt~req or e~cept~onally lo~~ 
delays experienced in too clearing or coordina.ting of supporting fires for 
the Landing Force o 

"~"~~,~::;:".~ '.~~ . . '. ~"f."':T:'~ ·~Jn~l9_!!IM~. J:U . 
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d. Communieations 

I. Operation FORTRESS RmGE wa.s characterized, by short range 
communications.' Reliability of communications to the BLT ani higher head~ . 
quarters was good. During the operatioIi, the high frequency a.ntennas aboard 
the LPH were found to be poorly located, resulting in low power output and ~ 
mutual interference. This problem has been rectified by relocating many of 
the antennas. -

2. The AN/VRC~6 ra.dios installed by SRF Subia Bay were sa.tis­
factory after SLF and VALLEY FORGE communicators corrected the antenna 
installationC) . The three ANjVRC-46 with KY-$ crypto 5ystems installed in 
SLF operating spaces worked with excellent resUlts. This system provided 
the SLF with a secure and rapid mea.ns of coordination and control of' all 
phases of the operation. 

. 30 One liaison team utilizing an ANjMRC~109 wa5 employed at 3d 
Mar Div Forward FSCC. 

e. LogisticB~ Planning conferences far operation FORTRESS RIDGE were 
conducted at 3rd Marine Division at Phu Bai and 3rd Marine Division (Forward) 
at the Dong Ha Combat Base. It \'laS agreed that all resupply would come from A 
the ARG shipp~ du;rjng the amphibj,rlJj'" operation and thence upon ChoP9tO Third ,., 
.rine Division', from. the LSA a.t pong Ha, However" the chop never OCCUl"ed. On-
D":'l :>LF and BLT 3/1 supply repr~enta.tives wer8 dispatched to FLC at va: N'ang , 
to reconstitute supplies expected to be expenisd in support of the operation. 
Resupply of BLT 3/1 was conducted by both helicopter and surface landing 
craft from ARG Shipping. Initial resupply requests were untimely however by 
the evening of D~DaY,this situation was corrected and no further problems 
were encountIJred. On 25 December 1967 all em~ked units of the ARG/SLF 

, 
had their ba.~ic allowance reconetituted and were ready for the future opertion~o 

'f. Civil Affaire. No Civil Affairs Plana were formulated as there 
were no civiJj,ans within the Area ... 0£ Primary Interest .. 

B. READINISS ~ ~ S~ 

a. SLF BRAVO~ embarked in ARG BRAVO shipping (USS VAIJ:EY FORGE (LPH-8), 
USS NAVARRO· (.PA"'2l5), USS ALAMO (LSD-33), USS w:rnnHAM COUNTY (LST-1170) , 
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USS VERNON COUNTY' (LST,-1l61») is prepareq, t~ l' !:3POOO to anY contingenl\}i.~ 
which may arise within the Seventh Fleet area aT operation. Continuou~ 
emphasis ie being pla.ced on personnel., trainIng,\! supply arrl· equipne!lt. 
readin8s~. . 

9. The following comments on liLT 3/1 and Det ALPHA HMM 262 After Action 
Reports are incluied o 

A.. BLT 3/1 

(1) Throughout the report BLT 3/1 refers to 1001 262 a.s providing 
helicopter supporto This 15hould read o.tachment A.lpha. HMM 262. 

(2). Para 110 g Frequencies used by the SLF are a.~signed rrom limited 
III }'JA.F assets. 'twery effort ilS made to have wide frequency 'Separation 
on ni.gh usage nets. Para 7d of this report covers the problem ·ot: ship 
to shore range limitation am the corrective action that wa~ taken. 

(4) Para 1..'3 ~. ref'ers t Q P.r sR"",,H.::~,!lJt· .fm~ (QJlt Ob j\&iCti If. 1 bedoltg (".a;.'i.,:;·"lledl 
due to reported frie:mly acti vi1{Y ill area early on D,.JJay 0 Support:Lng a.m~ 
i'ir<!ll5 were used as requested in connection with the a.ssault on Objecth", .l.o 

(5) Para lJd. 1" ~(A1Cur~~d in 1:J.o~ver do not feel this h&d any adver~!!. 
effeClt ')H the optlraticm. 

(6) Para 131'!o Tht problems of fire support delays .. ca.n be attributed 
to all personnel not completely: under3tanding amphibious fire support 
proced.i.ires. All pl'l':5onne.l conGerned have met.ll disICussed the prob~em .and 
solution at lengtbl) :ao :reuoo:;;;"'"'Tet~9 of th~ problem is anti(liJ?B-ted. 

B. Detac~nt Alpha HMM 262 

(1) Para. 2b2. This problem wal5 the r~sul~ of' improp~r coordina.t ion 
prior to the oporationo SLFCollllllU)'lic,ation:e Officer ~5 taken corrective 
action am on future operat:j.ons ill unit lS will b~ consulted prior to 
issuance of COlo . 

(2) PARA 3Ag This is a continuing problem., augmentation personn~l 
ar.d liaieon tMli:tfS are normallj exchanged on D-L "'1<t. SLF nake!l Ii. continuing 
effcrt to keep tripe of this nature to a minimum» However' concur that2t: 
hours is an excessive amount of adlll:inistrat i 1' •. fJ 1r1 t.,.f. t,::l.",,,, ::!Til t ha. t it 
a4ver f3s1y affected the 8qua.q.ron maintenancra "tfoll't. am availabilitl'e 

l . 
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(3) Para 3b. Th1;s problem was ha~ed concurrently with 'that set 
forth in Paragraph A(6·) above. Do not anticipate a.ny r\ilOC@J!.ln'.ntC~. 

(4) Para ,3c. The recQm,endation will be forwarded to the USS VALlEY 
FORGE Via CTG 76.5 for their consideration. 

(5) Para 3d. It j;s a.greed that the sa!'est and m05t expeditious, 
way to resupply is by carrying external loads. However once the supplies are 
sta.ged for externa.l lifts it 'is extremely time consum.ng when they must 

. be Changed. to internal loads. The majority of times r,hie ~hpnge i~ 
nscessit&teci by the non availability or op.ra.til'~ external hooks." ~.r.!'o~. 
concur Wl.'t-h tne problem!6vl.ut.l.on set; fOl,,,,n i'ara 30. . " 

(6) Para. 3£. Concur that slings» pennats a.n~. nets should be provided 
well in advance of scheduled mono It should be not"l.t-bat the .30 minute 
delay rttfered to was not caused by 19.~k of slings "'/;'0 !I 'b"'b, that the 
tactical eituation required th~ Mortar Batt.I"!"":r~, .. " In''iL J.t1 firing position 
until the commeneemmt ':,' the wi thdl"awaJ 0 

(7) Para,3g Concur,!) action h" .... ~en. ,;,,"~'..~n to insure complii1Me with 
these Procedures. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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HF...A1)QU ARTERS 
Batt~lion Landing Team 3/1 

FPO, San Francisco, 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commander, Special Ifl.nding 'Ii'orce Bravo 

03/DBH/rmh 
3000 
6 Jan 196~ 
Serial No. 0001-6~ 

Subj: Combpt After A.ction Report (OperA.tion FORTRESS RIDGE) t .. 

Ref: (a) MAPS: VIETNAM, AMS 1 :50,000 Series 17014, S.hee'f; 6442 IV. 
(b'l Frpg Order for Operation FI)RTRESS RIDGE. 

• w "- .. .; -,' ~ 

Enol: Operation Overlay, Phase I. 
Operation OVerlay, Phase II. 

1. Operation FORTRESS RIDGE. 

2. ~ates of Operati~ 

a. Phase I Operation FORTRESS RIDGE, 210928H-211500H Dec 1967. 
b. Phase II Oneration FORTRESS RInGE, 21-24 Dec 1967. 
c. Phase IV Operation FORTRESS RITJGE, 24 Dec 1967. 

3. Location 

a' Phase I was oonducte~ in Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Province, 
Republic of Vietnam. 

b. Phase II was conducted in the same area as Phase I. 
c. Phase IV was conaucteq. from the same area •. 

4. Task Or~nization 

13LT ;/1 
~&S Co (-) (Rein) 

Det, Hq En 
Det Cemm PIt, J!q Co, 1 at Mn,r '. 
Det Btry C,. (Rein), 1 at Bn, 11 th !"far 
Det ~ental 00 9th MAB 
2d Plt, (Rein), Co C, 1st Med En 
3d PIt, (Rein), Co A, 1st Bug Bn 
:Det LSU, For Log Cmd 
1st Plt, (Rein), Co A, 1stMTBn 

1)OWNGRA'I)EU AT 3 YEAR D'~ERVALS: 
"I)~CLASSIF J.E1) AFT?,R 12 l'1iJARS 
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Co I (Rein) 
Co I 
Det H&S Co 
F.A.C Tm 
Bet Hed Plt 
FO Tm, 81 rom Mort PH 
1st & 2d,Seo, 81mm Mort PIt 
Det Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar 
Tm, 3d Plt, (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng En 

Co K (Rein) 
Co K 
net H&S Co 
FAC Tm 
l)et Med PIt 
Fa Tm, 81mm Mort Plt 
3d & 4th Sec, 81mm MOrt Plt 
net Btry C (Rein), 1 st :en; '1;1 th, ~r 
Tm, 3d PIt, (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn 

Co L (Rein] 
Co L 
Det H&S Co 
FAC Tm 
net Med PIt 
FO Tro, 81mm }i1'..ort PIt __ 
Bet Btry C, (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th ~ar : 
Tm, ~d Pl t, {Rein), Co A, 1 st 'Eng Bn 

Co M (Rein) 
Co M 
Det H&S Co 
FO Tm, 81mm MOrt PIt 
Det Btry C (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar 
Tm, 3d PIt, (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn 

106mm RR PIt 

Btry C (Rein) ,( -) Z 1 st Bn, 11th Mar 

Btxy W, 2d En, 11th Mar 

3d PIt. (Rein), Co Ct 1st Tk Pli?o 

4th P~t, (Rein), Co B, 3d AmTrao Bn 

1 st PIt, (Rein), Co TI, 1 st Reoon En 

3d Pl; t, . (Rein), Co Ot 1 st AT Bn 
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Capt MORAN 
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" 

Capt REGAL 

Capt HUBBLE 

Capt THOJl',AS 

Lt -THOMPSON 

Capt MCLAUGHLIN 

Capt WINKL:2.'R 

Lt l'ARISH 

Lt METZIGER 

Lt ·YC1Jl.:rG 

L t BR01,m 
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5. SUD~ortinR Forces 

13:- The v",ri0ty ann qunnt,i.ty of SUp"orting ,forces q.uring, ,Operation 
I ". FORTRESS NIX!;: ~lero those normally tnsk t')rg~ni~e.1 po. a BJJT, and 

, .tt:ose nssig,n,ed ,!1lissiorl,$. ofgenera:l 8ltJd 'd~r~ct ,s~rlllort ,of a BLT • 
. Air, artille:;'Y1' naw~,l.mmfi1,'e, and 101mm mortrr battery and aimm 
mortar~all nlaiq(! Iln i1!)Dottant- part'intne -mce.Qut1on of 'FORTRESS 
RID.GW,:,· , " .,', '. " <,'; .". . .• ..' 

b. Artill~ry. !'.rti;l~!e~y sup.~ort, was o:vaila'hle and util,izer. by the 
hat~.al~on during i(he O'l)erR~?lj~ n1 missions .wf~r~ .qither immediate 
()r nre'PI~nne1., The l"lren~~~ .. : rnissi'·ns., oonsist:r'l :of, H&'I arii!. night 
0ef'ensive fires arounrt c):\1"[l:pnn;r positions. The ~mmedifl.te missions 

• '. . _ 1.,1", ~' . ~ 

were fire"! on SUS:1ect~"I1 p~~:' t.-nmm enemy no~~tinn!3 ari.~. on tqrp:ets of 
'. .' ()pp("trtunj ty. '. ,... c. A to.tn1 of 692, 105mm ·I'ob.n'is were eXTlehc1ed on this one·rntirm. Also, 

.- ~25" 1 r.7mm r:0unds were tire1,. ..,'., ' , , ... ' 
rl.~ '(ltr Surinort. \ir 9utmort was utilized" in both -ryhasen of 'F'ORTPESS 

RI!)<tm. Fixefl w~ng f¥ih,ter·~.tt.adk n,Hc~1'!.rt Here from 1 at I>'W!, an"!. v~rr.'P. 
:Both LZ Robin an? TJp.\tk"r~'ce:i.ved nreu air strikes. H'ixwl' '{1nr:: 'support 
~6t!oh~idere:i to be aderru:",te. A totpl of 80, 500 lbs bombs, 62, 250 

- .• "4-<: .. -. . " _ 

Iba. bombs, 14, 500 lb~ nr;l(pnlm, 38.0, 2.75 rockets, nn,i 2950,20rnm round.r. 
we,r.eexpen4 en by tl.;i.I"~"SU'P'\ort. One mr-1lr: f,Unshipolaimed ) KlA (p). 
A totri,l of '-6 rllR'hts<~A-4's;yrnglfts~A~Psnlid -1 flIght of F-4 'a 
c:;omprise::l the fixe.d ',dnp.- support. ~ 
Helicontcr sU'P~q:r:t, \\tas ""rovidc1 by lIB]" 262 which initia.l1y supplie''l. 
three.Orr .. 46 hclicQ'Oters for the shi"o to shore movement. Lc'lter a 
f~urth heliq(')ptq;':joL"lc~ in tho 'bui:l,~ up ashore. . The withdI"awal wns 
more rani~ anr'! smoother-due to· the f"ct thnt1tlC har'! sevenheliccrpters. 
,H~lico'l)tc~ ~i1(;~rl;' 'c~mn:nr~n~controi, MT'Visu'ar reconn:illssance "was· , 
provIder! bYVl-f~:3wh.lch provfcfccr-t,;ro'armen 1JH~'-E's ~rid. ·one slick 
throu~hout the opernt!on; an~ byVMO-6 who ns~istGd 'w~th two ad~itional 
'~rm~d UH-1 :~',s for a "no-half dny -Period" <luring the ol"leration. 

e. ' 'NaV1:l1 Gunfire. Naval ~unfire We,s e;vailal-,le nil'l on 'stri:ti')n throw,nout 
the o'l">erat.ionF()'t~P.ES:-J, RInG1ll. Support ships wore : USS NewPort Ne\o[s 
(CA 148), us') Mt:>,nley (D') 940), and U~S O'Bannon (::DD 450). Missions 
firE!d consisteo, of roren fire, H&I fired at suspected enemy troop 
positit)ns, a.nd. mortr!r 'Positions.,Uuring the w1thdraWftl of the BLT 
the::US~·r.'[rmlcy anr!: G'Bannon fired covering fire. A total of 93, 8 inch 
and 578, 5 'inch rounr'la was rire~. Naval gunfire provided valuable 
S'lfJPort throw;hl\ut the operation. ' 

6. Intellil;ence 
','---'. . ~ 

:a. : fnemil' 8tr~nl'""th, '~itllri.tio:n Im'~ Crn!!.hilitic!"l 'nr~ t-, 0,et'tl,t1(,rt l"'01Tl-lESS. 
B!'JG~;.- . .. .?~, .... -.--.. - .. _._ .. '_.- .. _. 

(1) ~nemy Strerurth. ' 'Prior to O~erf!.tion FORTRESS fUDGE anrl within the 
primary nrea of interest .the foll(')winp; units were identified: 

. the 31 'Tl"l.ttalion of the S( 3 ~'VA Re,r,-imen1; with an estimatE!dstre:np;t', 
of 450, tf'oe K.400 Looa1 Ff)rce Company with nn esti....,nted strengt~ 
of 95, an'l an unidentified Main Force Bilt"taii':m 'with :m unknown 
strength. ' 
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(2) 'l<jnemy ''HtlH.tion. Prior to O""er<'ltirm- 'F'O'RTTt~SS RInG!! thc:lre were 
reTlorts "f num(;rI)Us NVJI. sirrhtings_ "'.ITA cont:=:.cts. There ,"ere 
several instnnces of enemy SA fire c-"up181 .... ith incidents of 
fin1in,'1" rocket l'lUnching- si tes ~'.n1 mort'lr sites. The enemy h~d 
li.mHe1 ncfensive c9pa,hilities, ".hha'ugh the terltain favored 
him, nnd the disnosition. of his troo~ aHei him in sust<1ihlDit 

. ifef_ensive posi~ions ani supply cI'l.ches1 (rhe enemy was oipebtefi 
to ntt~ck \<lith mortars p,nd rockets at any time, and with sma11 
;.mite 'when activity w~,s to their ndvar).tnge. Their tactics were e 
expected tn be to delay our a~vRnce wtth small unit ambushes, 
interdictions of LOC' s, terrorism, sao.ota.r-e, tJ.S well as the 
utilization nf mines ann. surprised filling devices. . 

(3) Enemy Cn:pabilites. 'The units menti0n$d above, utilizing their 
nrgf'nio vTC[l'pOns, he.d the following capabilities: 
0.. To ntt"ck at a time of his cMosil'4s \.Iithin the AOA with force. I 

"'"' ;l. and armament at his disposal.- : 
b. To defend in present position~ in',.,ur area of res1)onsibility • . ;; 

c. To delay in present 'Positiona':with forces locally availa.ble. 
d. To reinforce with any or all ~f the lorces in the contiguous 

". .... 
area to the north ann west. ,,: 

Enemy Strength and Situation During On~ration FORTR~SS RIDGE 
. .. ~ .. . 

(1) 21. 1)egembe1:..L.1 ClQ.7.. At 1324H Ind~~ Company received enemy mortar 
fire at LZ Hawk believed to be 81~wm or 82mm mortars. 
At 1500H India Company reporte,i: - receiving SAF, AWF, and hand _ 
grenades from a fortified position (YD 3074). ~ 
At 1600H India Company reportFJt1 receiving several rounds 82mm f:::o: 
an unlr..nO'Wl1 position. . 
At 1800H India Company reported coming,under intense 82mm mortar 
fire l".fter landing, anri anpr,oximately 3500 ros APF from an estimet 
c~m'Pany' sizen. enemy force ~ There were 7 USMC KIA I S and 9 WIA IS; __ 

4 ?f the.KIAfs we~e shot in the head f indicating ~~~~ly efficient .~ 
sn~'Per fuo. Inha found 1 1).K-47 anrl a cave cqntalmng 60mm rou;;'.· 
India cautureri gear including ~ne Chicom light machine gun type 5( 
Sere No. 932402, Chicom tYTI9 56 Assault rifle with markings of Ie;' 
aide of stock (2~ inch ci~cle of white paint with numerals 4 over 
three horizontal lines between numerals), believed.to be a unit 
identification. ' 
At 1750H M Company received 5 r~s 82mm fire Which impacted to the 
south nf their position. 
At 180SH fir Com1",an,y receivefi an adr'1,iti"'nal 7 rds 82mm fire at (YD 
3(2735). . 
At 1815H ]I·r Company recetved 20-10 rde SA from a heavily fortified 
positirm. "'!hile as saul ting the 'Dosi tion, M Co received 16-20 rdr: 
82mm fire. The enemy pflSition wa.S assau:t.ted ani overrun with tal!' 

(2) 2? .. TJ.?2.e3nbQ);'., .. 19.~7.. At 0130H CTG 79.5 s\~nt an Intelligence Report 
-to--BLT 3/1 that C-'-~ will be attackerl 801')n, no time was -'desi{mated a 

Rating B-2 (YD 3172). ~ 
At 0830H M Company found a hole (m 297746) containinp: 50 rrls 60m:\ 
Chioom mortl'lr ras ani'! the r~ll)ftins of 3 bodies. 
At 0930H M Company (YU 298750) fnund 4 dud 250 lb bombs, ;0 rocke­
sites, ann. 2 B-40 rockets lOl?-ded and aime(i. Engineers destroyed 
the material. 
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At 1020H I Compan,y (YD 289750) a.fter moving 100 meters into the 
treeline passe~ the boundary line and came under AWF of approximate 
300 rounds. They also received, a.pproximately 35 rr'ls of 82mm and 1 
Russian type rocket. ,There were2~VC KIA',s and the following gear 

. was captured: 1 AK...:47 Ser. No. (202512 \ 1 K-44 Sere 'No. (289574) 
and assorted photos, ~ocuments and individual gear. 
At 1415H (n 30174'1) set in CPB for afternoon position and found 

'~~~~~~ ~e%~;~~;e(~e~8~0~}F~e~:{v!~~~O~rdS-'AWF~~SAF 'from an 
e~timated 6 enemy forces across the river. There was 1 va KIA. 
At 2130H 1 st AmTrao En detected digging noises at (n 316723) and 
attempterr observance with pPS-6 and Starlight scope. The area wa~ 
illuninated and checked for' possible friendlies in the area. The 
.results were negative. 
2},December .. J967 .. At 0730-:1100 I ComJ;Jal1Y (n 296745) found and 
destroyed the following items: 3 dud 105 rds, 1 dud 250 lb bomb, 
2 1 ,5.00 lbbombs, '2 60mm rounds, and 3bunkers. Also, 15 holes wer0. 
destroyed with E-tools. Th:t'ee enemy bodies were found at (YD 
231743). '" 

,A"t 0300-0800H (YD 231745) 2: NGT<' missions were fireil. which were 
obscl.'ved by an AO. ' There1 ~rel.'e 5. builkers destroyed and 1 small 
secondary explosion. The other NGF' mission was not observed for a 

• bomb ilamaae assessem~nt. . .' 
At 0830H M. Compan.;{ (Yri 2311Aq )~_ \'ihjk,~~a:rQb..ilJK .the., ~~.fi,_ found 
1 duel 25-0 -ib~bomb7 -,- -.. ,-'---.-----'---

A~ 1325H M Comnany found 1 Russian flalt, 1 rally banner, letters, 
and various prop~andR papers in a foxhole at (YD 296745). 

; At 1130R M 'Comnany (YD'?17716) found a Soviet AT mine, weighing 
I'l:pnroximately 100, Ibs ~nd, was ,14 inches in diameter. The mine 
was destl.'oye1 vl:i;,t~~'.2i- :),.b?~~~,:l~ ~ ,_ .. = .. _~. __ .~'~ •.•. 

At 16t1r 5H j Compapx (rn g96.745.r(}bse.t:V~~~2.Jy,haoidiers moviElB' , ·c 
into tho n.l.'M,'. '.'. " . ' . , ' 

-r 'A ~ssion. BLT 3/1 cdnduc~s., all:\.p):1iQ~ou.s asg~ultsr in Quang Tri Province to 
20cate and destros/captnreen~~yforces, rocket/logistics caches, obtain 
i.ntelligen0e, and b~· pre:piu;,e~ to conduct otl1er opel.'ation~ on order. 

.a. P.hase I. (Enclosure 1') 
(1) On D-Day BLT3/1 conducts a rA.pid build up o! the landing 

forces ash,6re and aggressive movement by all uni'ts to secure 
the la.ndi~' forpe ob.iictive. , 

(2) Commencjng' at H_T{our (21 0930H D~c), L Company is to be landed 
'by landing cr~ft 'over ~rple Eench"attaok and seize objective 
(4). On ordE.ir' cO,nduct ~&D oper?-tions. : , " 

(j) Commencing at, H-Roui (210930H Dey) M Company lands by LVT over 
Re"l. Ben.ch, attacks a.p.d seizf~s objective (2), and conducts S&D 
operatioDS on'order. 

'. • ~ J • 
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Commencing ~t L-Hour (211000H ~ec) I Company is to land in LZ Hawk, 
to attRck a.nd seize o9.iective- (3YLan~ 6n order conduct S&D 
o-perations. 

(5) C~mmencing IJt L-Hour (211000H DecLK Company is to land in LZ 
Robin, to att~ck qnr'l seize objective (3), and on order conduct 
S&D o-pera tions. 

(6) C Btry (Rein), 1st Bn, 11th Mar landed over Blue Beach by LCU and 
LCH 8 and estp-hlisheti a firing position withirithe1 st ArnTrac :an 
compound and fir~d in general supnort. , 

(7) 3rd PIt, (Rein), Co C, 1st Tk En landed over Orange :Beach by 
landing craft and moved into LSA perim~ter, and was· ordered to 
be prepared to reinforce other units o~ order. 

(8) W Btry, 2nd Bn, 11th Mar were orderedt9 set up firing positions 
within the perimeter of the Pr~visional Company area. 

(9) 4 th PI t, (Rein), Co B, 3rd AmTrgo Bn provided the ship to shore 
movement for M Company. 

(10) The Provisional Company was.to supnly security for the ·Command 
. Group an:d W Btry. .: 

b. Phase-II (Enclosure 2) . 
(1) Contact ,.ras established with what. Was thou~ht to be the 3rd Bn, 

803 Regt in the northe[>stern lX"lrt of ~he area of primary concern .. 
(2) Because of this (}ontact BLT3/1 was ordere0. to crmtinue its S&D 

of the area. and then remain in the -sn:nie general area. 
c. Phase IT Commencing at 240700H Dec the tactical withdrawnl of BLT 

3/1 began. By 241100H Dec thewithdrawal'was complete. 
9. Execution ___ , ___ ._-.---- -~ - -----------

a. Opera,tion F()RTnESC; RIDC}"El--Below e.re significAXit events listed in 
chronological sequence. ; ~ 
(1 ) 21 0928R Cr) M lands by LVT over Red Beach,· 

3) 211000H Co K begins landing in LZ-Robin. 
4) 211050H Co I begins lan~ing in LZ Hawk. 
5) 2l11235H Co Marrives I'Jbj (2)--no contact. 1

2) 2110nOH Co L In-nds b~T LCM ove'; Put-pIe Be~ch. 

6) 211324H Co I receives incoming 60mm mortar rounds in LZ Ha.wk. 
(7) 211345B: Co I receives 6 to 8 82mm mortar rounds. 
(8) 211355H Co L swept through obj (4), and is holding position. 

Awaits further orders. 
(9) 211410H Co I received 6 .. 8 rds 8.2mm. 

1
1
11

0) 211435H Alpha Command Group departed USS Vailey Forge. 
) 211500H Co K secured obj (3). 

12) 211500H Command Group JUpha touched down i,n LZ Eagle. . 
(13) 211515H CoI received automatic and semi-automatic we~pons fire 

and hand grenades from a fort:Lfied positl.on. . 
(14) 211520HCq ,I takinli .inc·r~a.serl "fire, have wounded and are 

mp~uevering toward fortified uositi~n. " 
(15) 211530H Gu.ns4ip rep0rts man in· g:rGeil uniform g.pparently hiding 

in a hole (:t.D 295737).· .Also fivepersons observecl in treeline 
(n 305741). ·Request invest:tgation. - .... 

(16) 211530H AO reports bunker comnle~- (YO 303734). AO reports 15 
individuals at (YD 304743). Request investigation. 
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(18 ~ 
(1 q) 
(20) 
(21) 

(22 ) 

(23) 

(24) 

(26 1 
(27) 

(28) 

(29) 
(30) 

(~1) 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
2116~OH Co I reports incoming m~rtars (82mm) on their own 81mm 
mort''r section from unknown arer-l.. Requ~st more AO's to fix 
enomy mortar positon. 
211710f]: Sent tanks up 1-:leach to ,join ~ Cor;npany to m()ve on obj (1). 
211750H Co 111 rec.eived 5 r.d..s B2mm rnotta.r .,fire. 
211808H Co M received an additioll..!U 7 r4s of 82mm mor~ar firel 
211820H ,Co. M svl"ept through obj (1) and. 'fill sweep baclt trrward 
beach. . ,; 
211830H Co M and Co I establishing nigh4 defensive position on 
obj (1). . 
211830H Co I summerizes days contact, stating they received 100 
incoming 82min and 60mm mortR.r round~ an4 allproximately 3500 rds 
SA fire. Casualties were 7 USMC KIA's, '9 USMC WI./).'s. Four KIA's 
shot in head indicating sniper f~re. '. 
212120H Co M summeriz-e;rdays C()ri~t, statin(" they received. 16 to 
20 ronnds 82mm mortar, 20-:;0 rounds SA •. Ass/:tUlted through obj 
'oJ":i,.thtAnks, sustainerl casualties of 12 USMC WIA's. 
212350H BLT 3/1 requests authority to conduct S&TI 1000 meters 
north of obj (1) (rn 300738) and inland 1000 meters from beach. 
Request is due to contact with eriemy force over company size. 
(y~ 3017~4 and l~ 300739). 
220155H Request to go 1000 meters north was approved by 8LF. 
220;;15H eTG 79.5 fIR.shed secret intelligence report that C-4 

~~6~~~~nc~~i~~-~:;h~~~t9~~~-o~rr,~ijr;~;r.,;n~granteirtc)-g'o--' . 
1000 meters further north. _':' _ 
220900H Co M found 3 ~NA bodies, and 50 ras 60mm mortar Chicom. 
220905H Co I captured two we;:1:pons, 27!~rd.s 60mm mortar, grena.des, 
rockets and assorteo. enemy 782 ge-p.r. ", ~. . 
221 035H nn.~. tank_?,ss.tg!!(')(t~.9_...:.~LCo aQ._q....I_92.._"!ciS ~~ by _~Jm. r~._. 
Crew casualtios2ist'''-(1 ,.~~:"iJ.t~t 1.~V?}!(k,~~~ ~ ,.L.]A.}!S~g~" Tank 
dA.ma,<:;e "TaS to turret andsel"rch .Light. ' . 

(32) 221040"8: Co ]II fO'9-lld A.. ([ud 250 lb bomb~.; 30 rocket site positions 
with aiming stnkes, 2 rds 140mrn rock~ts loaded .and aimed. 

(33) . 221155H India Co crt,me under heavy fire. Returned NGF, SA fire 
a.nd QOmm tank fire. Found weapons, 782 gear, photos anrl doc­
uments ann small arms ammunition. Had 2 wAls KIA (C). Also, 

(34) 

(35) 

(36) 

(37) 

(38) . 

(39) 

1 KIA USMC ~nd 4 vlIA I s USMC. . . 
221203H Tank is able to move under own power. As a result of 
action, reports 2 NVA KIA's (C). .;' 
221450H Co I found numerous heavily secured bunkers. Sea.rch 
reve~led lar.G.'e amounts of' e.flemY 782 gear, bloody battle' dressings. 
221540H Co I found larg-e amount s of 111 ammo, and sma1l arms ammo. 
Also, they found 10 60mm mortar rounds. 
221935H C6 L \.,rhile returningf1'omS&D received 80 ras SA and 
auto wpns f.ire f!,om westt acJ:'oss riv(3r •. Est. 3-6 enemy. 
Returne~ 150rds5.5K, 25 ~rd8-M:"79- rds;~8~~rds60mm-mortar, 24 
1'0.s 105mm. One .N\r~ KIA (0). 
222340H 1st AmTra.c Bn reported hearing digging noise (YD 316723). 
SeA.rohed area. \oJ"ith pps-6 and Star:tite scope with negative results. 
230Q24H Co M found one d.ud 2~O Ib~bomb, one dud 82mm round. 
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(43) 

(44) 

(45) 

(46) 

. (47) 
(48~ 
(49 

Results 

231020H Co I called in FGF observed by AO. Five bunkers destroyed 
(YJ) 292748 ) with one small seconrlt1,ry exnlosion. 
231105H Co I 'tlhile on S&D found 09.n(!, destroyed 3 dud 105 rds, 2 d.ud 
250 Ib bomba, 2 rlua. 500 10 bombs, 20 ris 60mm mortar and 3 bunke:re 
and large amounts of enemy 782 gear. . 
2;1530 Co M moving tactical formation with tanks, hit AT mine of 
about 15 los. It blew off a portion of the tread; will continue 
our move on opj (1) as soon as it is rep?ired. . e 
231550H CoM found. one ~ud 105mm rd (YD 312729). ~estroyed with 1 .. . 21> I bs C-4. ~ .. _ 
231715 Co I saw two NVA soldiers (YD 296745). Fired 20 rde 5.56 
and an arty mission with negative resu1ts~ 
231755 Co M found 1 Soviet AT mine approximately 100 lbs of chargl 
Mine was bio'liID in place. . 
231800H Cd M and Co L in pOSition on Orange Beach to begin Phase 411 
IV on the foil owing nay • 
231815H Co I anr'l. Co K in posit jon for Phase IV. 
2~0700H Began Phase IV. 
241230H Phase TV oomplete" .• 

a. Friendly·Losses 

OWIetS _ 
KIA WIA MIA 'DOW 
0000 

USMC 
ENLJiSTED 

KIA WIA MIA 1)0\,1 
92701 

omdER· 
KIA WIlt HIA "lOW . oooot 

USN 
ENLISTED 

m ~.rrA m DOW 
o 1 0 0 

There were no majo~ items of equipment or material losses. 
b. Enemy Losses 

CATAGORY 
~TVA' KIA (0'\ 
NVA KIA (p) 

~ 

'''eapona Captured 
Forti! lea.tions 1)estroyed 
Fighting Holes Destroyed 
Gre~~es . 
Mortar Roun~s (60mm, 81 mm, 82mm) 

,.AP Mines 
Rockets 
"Du.d 250 lb Bombs 
nua 500 1b Bombs 
:Dud 105 Rounds 
Large Amount of Assorted 

10 
5 
6 
8 

15 
106 
153 

35 
22 
6 
2 
4 

Enemy 782 gear ixiclud1ng 38 gas masks, 
photos nnd document. 
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11. AdlllinistrativeMatters. At the stftrt of""'The operation it was anticipated 
that BLT "lQuld b~· ashore' £br about two w~eks~ An LSU WR.S planned in the 
9th Marine C1='. After it was estR.olisheA ~h8,t Phase rtI of the operation 
would not be n:utinto effect, all logistIcal and a<iministrative functions 
were performed from the Valley Forge. ' 

a. Supuly Techniques. Combat Loads, AmmUnition ,and Weapons by Assault 
er)ops. . 
~"I~' JJ.l cIasses"or8uTiT.i1Y we.'Ce~availa'l-)le through the LSA on the 

USS Valley Forge, however Class 1:r items, i. e., repair parts 
for vehicles took s'"'me time to assemble for iSsue due to the 
lack of FSN numbers anii proper nomenclatures for parts required, 
Resupnly W?S cbnnucted primariiyby helic~pter; however landing· 
craft were availe.ble should coria:ItiohS perm t their use. 
Because the availability of heftCopters was limited, and in an 
~:tfort'to restrict flights to daylignt~nours, supply requests 
vrere called in prior to 1400 the d,a.ybefofe the sup1'1lies were 
needed. This left time to :process and: frag ail emergency 
resutmly requests. . Water was s11i:rplied to tl\e coinpanies in 
dislJosable water containers. NO real problems were encountered 
with resuPlJly, except nn occasibns when resupply requests were 
rec~;ived too late to DrOCeSS fo:E that day. 

(2) Battalion Supply conduc~eanormal sup~ly functions throughout 
the period. The suuply "warehouse i, was aboard the Valley Forge 
TIuring the period of operation 'all resupply requests were hand­
led in apro~essiona1 manner Wi~ no problems except for the 
lack of operating sp~ce. 

()) Heliconter supoort tef'lms hand,lea the resuP1'ly pOints ashore. 
nte S-4 and a cletachment from Shore party aboard. the Va+ley 
Forge coordinateii and f:r:ag-ged. the resupr>ly from the ship • 

. '(4) During the operatl.on;~tnea~ssa.'iiltH~ro-ops~c-n-:ried the prescribed 
'"load. in acaot:'r1a:noe with Administrative Plan 1-67 ana the Battal-
2oiiODP for Operations. .". . 

b. Maintenance. 110rmal organizatit'lnal maintenance was conducted througM 
.out th,e operatil"lU. Acceptance checks were performed. on new vehiclef.., 

J.Combat' namaa8 accessments were rna/I.e nn vehicles prior to backloadirlf; '. 
One tank i.<JaS sent to 1 at FSR in 1)aNang for repair. 

c. Medical mVAcuation Trep.tment and Hos italiz~tion • 
. 1 First echelnn medical care was provided by the corpsman jn each 

line com-pany and with the commfl,rid f4roup. Attachea urn ts were 
'Provider'!. first echelon ca.re by their unit corpsman. First 
echelon care cnnsistRn nffirst air'l, evaluation of wounds for 
lJossible 8vacuati""ln and care ~rmint)r merlicrJl problems. 

(2) Second echelon care was proviuea by the BAS meiiical officers. 
This consisteil of routine Sick "oBll, continued treatment for 
minor illness referrerl from the £l.eld, arid disposition of more 
ma,jor illnesses. ~. ~~ - --

(3) -Third echelon ~are was "provIdedOy'"2':riil''Prf l1re.fii),~Co·c, 1 st 
Med Bil e.board the Valley Forge. This group was able to provide 
medical and hospitnJ. care in a. permanently esta.blished faCility, 
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· (4)' MedevlO\c for ;fhis'o'P!3~fLori.wa.$'·fl-~rr(),rm~a 'byHMM ~62 Squadron 

an~,ai1 M.s'\ial'=Cletl' w~r.e flown. rffrectly to the Va~.ley Forge •. 

":C."6') ~ere were no ~d. Ca1) P~ogrit.ins.auHng·t1:ib operation... . 

() Casual ties were as follows: 
'. ...... ... ,USMC USN 

:IaAis 
mv!' 
. W:LA ' s (ev;"o) 
VilA t s (rion; ev-ac):' 
N'on:Hostlle . " 

d:&'R ··;':·ENt OFF-:-EIIT. . 

o 9 o··q.··' 
o· l' 0 :0' " . 

o 27 o· t 
o 1) . 0 0, 

..... . 0.:. 3 '. 0 .0 

d._ 'T'~ns"P€)i-tU: iC'1li : 

, 1 nelicopters were .used to move ,troops 'to their area of oneratiOl: 

.' :$.d·,.ioT tlie resu'P'P1Y or troop positions." ':. -

(2.) Opera:t;ion! F()RTt{m~$ Ji.rt>GK conclliaea: as thebackload of the BLT a 

'. commenced.: 'The ba;ckload,. was carried: out by using HMM Squadron ~.' • 

(3) . All' tl,'Msportation requirements' 'ii,urlng f.)neratioli FORTRESS RIDGE 

were met sfl.tlsfactorily. No ni'obleros in this area developed. 

e. . Comtl!Uilica:tkll. ~. (foinmunlcFttioIlswere established utilizing an abreviat, 

·:ve~siqn ·9f. the ·concept·s set forth in FMi'M 10-1. Problems revolved 

· ~ound the 'limited frequeri'cy spectrum aVlHlab1:e with current FM radic 

equ.tpm~nt ,(i.e., PRc-2~:;', MRC-10~n. The result was mutual interferant. 

· between severa'! nets Which were within 'ohe mega.cycle of ea.ch other • 

. Another problem (irivol ving orily the S1iip to shore net s) was that th", 

dist.ance between'stitions occasi6naxri eXceeded the ef'fective rang~ ,. e 
FM radio ·eqtlipineht. ' 

12 .. · Snecial Eg~i"Rm~ht & teohnigyes~ . None. 

1 }. 20mm8Jli\ Analysis ' . '. ." , . . 

. ' , . ",8,. Operation Ji'I1RTRE9S' Rroom provided' the Mnfidenoe and experience need. . a. 
. tor ~. n~wly formed :BLT to' 'Perro.~ril ·~s a. professional combat unit. __ 

b. Shipt.o·.··~hore ·movement. was e'Xe:OUtea. 'smoothly a.nd accor.d~ng to plan. 

c. P~Paration t~res en objeo,tiife (1) from which we,reeeiv~Sl mortar, 

· antf:-tank, dri~' small arms fire were. not fireii beoa.use a. ;fr1endly 

,'. a'Otlvity from t-4 outpost was ret>o:ffiie1..t6 'be in the Ill'ea. It is 

probable that' 'this activity aid not actually reach ~ob~i@(;ttiv~ (1) as 

'. ~tterisive def.'eI1i:3e positions ani!. numerotts enemy were found in the aref' 

d. Maneuver in the ,area of oQjective {til was restricted by its 'ProxiJ1lit~' 

t.o the area. of J!)1'imar,v concern boundary. , .. 

e. Fire SUpT'lort was'-:respohsive ana~ntoi'e~'thPn tl.rl.equate for the situatit"lt.J,·· 

. H9TNever, . check {ireso£' io~~ . d:liratinn, in one case for one hour, 

ware ap~lied·by SAce ~enying theEa~Rlion needed.fire su~port When 

no .plalws~1e:i:e 'in the area. 'This wi1.l have to be resal ved for futurE 

operations' if· we are to have olose c7>ntintious coordinated fire 

sul1l)or-e as well as air sU'J.')'Ooi't fire for medevacapd l'e,supnly. 

,\"\ \\\~-......,;,,-~.~i...-__ e 
, M. MCQ.Uow~f 

Lieutenant Colonel t tt. S. Marine Corps 
Commanding 
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Co}IBAT l.FTER ',-CTION REPORT - BADGEH. TOOTH 

Map Referenceg lilS, Vietn;!,m, 1:50,000, Serie~ L7014, Sheets 6442 I and III. 

1. GE~bH.AL 

a. Operation B.~DG:CR TOOTH 'vas a unilate:i:al'!~phibiouo operation con­
ducted in accordance with NtiP 22(B) anployi!~S both helicopter a.nd surface 
craft a/55au:)..t forces. The operation was conducted in the QUU~G TRI and 
THu-\. THIGN Provinces, I Corpo Tactical Zone, Republic of VietGam. The 
laD,i,kerd 10.1 liaS that area encQIDpassed b;;r a line drawn from the coast at 
YD 600486 thru YD 570430 thru YD 480430 thru -:...m 450510 to the coast at 
YO 500560. On 2Sl4.00H the ~Ol wa5 adjusted by deleting the land area south 
a.nd west of ~. line from YD h5Z512 50uthe .. st Along the north bank nf the .. 
TAN VINH DINli~ and SONG 0 tAL emd terminating ata point in vicinity y»:.58l449. 

b. The inclusive date:; of, Oper.s.tion B(.DG:;~H TOOI'H were 26'DecE"mber 1967 
through 2 Januaxy 1968. C0M.3zy.F1·;THFLT :2lj.0l26Z' becember 1967, BADGER,' TOam 
Initiatir~ Directive, assigned SIf B&~VO the mi~sion to conduct search and 
destroy oper2.tions vlithin the lOA.. CQl<j,:IfiXEJIfTHFtl'021l25Z January 19M ter-
minated the operation. . 

2. TASK Ol:l.GUJIZ1TICI{ 

$pecic~l Landim Forf.:e 
BLT 3/1 ' 
Db'T .'.LPH.-l HNN 262 

3. llJTELLIGENCE 

~ Colonel M. 1:/. SCmIIDT 
LtCol M. l>ICQUO\'I/"N 
Major D. L. ,:.LTHOFF 

·,--:~~~;t~ii:~~_~~-;~_Y~ !~·~~~{t~f-··- ;jf~~#.r;~~ ~-~~;8:~~~-"" -:·<~1,*.; _~:~~ .~ 

flo Int.elligen~e developed from externiitl 50urce5 prior to execution 
of the operation indicated no fixed enemy'unit~ within the 10"-. The latest 
dataJ'_eported two unit5 located in the ;0\ on 3 Dec 1967 ~ The5e were the 
sOOth Battalion, 5th }.j'V.\ Regt ~ and the C-113th eLF) Company. Other unitlS 
were known to have been opera~ing to the southeaet of the ~O~ in the area 
along highwiiL~' 555~ but their location W.ll.5 not fixed. 

b. Enemy CJ.pa:tiliU.8S 
(1) Capability #1. ATTACK within the AD), with £1.11 or a.ny of the 

element~ of the 8Gf~th Bn, 5th IN), Regt'i and the C-113th Co. 

(2) Cap!l.bility #2. D.t:l"}~tm at :... 'tiroo and place of hi:5 choosing 
with any or all element s of the SOOth En, 5th ~:V,~ .R.egt and the C-113th Co. 
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(3) Cn.pD.bility #3. EVlDJE direct contact with our ~uperior f'orce~ 
and resort to small unit actions, mininG, 5urpr15e firing device5, ~miper 
harrassrr~nt and arrmushe8 in an effort to inflict maximurn ca~ualties on our 
forces ard decimate sm3.11 units operatin.:; beyond effective friendly l!Iupport 
or reinforcing distances.-

(4) Capability 114. withdr"w 1.11 or part of hi~ forces prior to or 
at the onset of our operatioG.l, utilizing sniper3, nines ;ond l!Iurprise firing 
devices whenever pos1Sible to delay our forceo while he dil!lperl!les <'I.nd conceall!l 
his vit,11 equipment and 5upplies. 

c. Enem~r Tactic:3. In the hamlet of TIl.}! KHE vicinity (1'D 539527) the 
enemy forc8~ had prepared extensive defensive positions in the northwestern 
portion and other le:3s extensive positions in We 50utheA.st portion. The3e 
portion;:; conl5isted of well cO),mouflaged log ... nd sand bunl{er5, pftrtial1y 
covered ItVl shaped fightinS hole5, rifle pits rl.~na spider hole5 and corrrrn.uni~ 
cations/connecting trerche:;. Fripn.clly units l'}1:1e a ra.pid ~weep of the 
hamlet on D-Day .and apparently observed only a small number or these positions 
due to approaclnn~ darKness and l'-.:tpiciity of movement. Ir.dic~tion;3 &>l'e ·t.._lat 
at lealSt a portion of the enem::,' forces were hiding in the pOl!lition5 during 
the initial 5iofeep .. nd did not de;:;ire to initiate any action. It il5 very 
probable th;),t a large remn;;tnt of an enemy force which ha.dbeen l5everely 
mauled. by ARVN force5 in the vicinity of 1'D 5457 on 26 Dec he.d moved into 
TH.l\.lil KHE durin3; the night of 26-27 Dec. The morning of 27 Dec <t5the harine 
unit approached the hamlet from the northwest it WM taken under fire. 
II/hen the unit began moving towards the enemy he withheld hi~ fire until 
the attacking 1l..l1it h;;.d moved to idthin .30 to 75 meters of hi15 p05ition, then 
began delivering a deva~tating volume of fire against the unit. The enemy 
occupied i.vell prepared po:sitions with excellent field 15 of fire. Through 
the day light hourl5 on D plus 1 the hostile fire was well regulated .md 
accurate, as i5 app;lrent from the 26 friendly c..,su;altie~ 1<1ho were killed 
by bullet .woundlS in the neck and he~d. After m;,intaining the battle 
position untiLdark on D pIns ~ the en~:rny_ apparently policed hh casualties, 
weapon:5, and withdrew from the oll'ea leavin,; i. -delaying force -of &n--eot;lm~tea' 
::squa.d. A. wounded NVi soldier before d;ying :3ta:t.ed that the unit cOJ1ll'r];;l.nder 
and other personnel had lett; by hoat~,-moV"ing-to fhe - ~out;he-agt~ilong---tne-'" "­
coast. The wounded enemy soldier stated his unit was the 116th Br..t Galion 
7/6 Regiment. On D plus 2 the hamlet was 58curea., a :3mij.ll number of' enemy 
dead 1'-rere found. Ino.ic Rti oms are tha.t the de.f~ir5e of the TH.l.M KHC hamlet 
was a deliberately conducted operation, ,,,here the enemy fought i. planned 
battle in prepared positions, had superior fire di5cipline and control 
of his forces. The battle ~rea wa5 policed removing casu~lties and material, 
after which the enemy withdrew, prob""oly in ikccordance with a planr,ed maneuver. 
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do Terrain aii:d ~'leather 

1. Weather had no effect on this operation. 

2. Terrain. The terrain in the Vicinity of TK~M KHE hamlet con~i~t~ 
of sand dunes cr'()~ssedQy_se'VE)~",,-l:i.Il"fjermitt~!J,t ~tre_~m:3_~~_pondlS~ ___ J'\:, i~ __ ~_m ____ _ 

generally open, except in the ha.mlet where numerous treelines and hedgerows 
provided very good cover and concealment.. Looie _ ~a.nd through out the' llrea 
hinders moverrent by foot troops. NumeroulS foot paths and intermittent ' 
"'!tr'earnbp,,-j ~ facilit"q.t.,q movement, but channelize such movement ~ These :;)'1' 
oi'ter conceal.eO route:5 into and out of' -theh!l.mlet. during hours of darkne13lS. 
,'.(;>::35 to the hamJ.et by sea is' extremely eMy and i'acilltated by numerous 
small boatlS available in the area. -

-' - .,., ------------

~.,",. -".:..:;~ ~z ~a_-_:-c'·-" .'jililllif':~~ ~-~~s~~:'1Ii "~.l!~Hll!!~;,~~1jC~~i-::_~t-~i~~#:~,.L~L\~~·:-,-

4. If.J:SSIO~ro Srecial unding]orce BR!,VO conducts .an amphibioul5 operation 
in QUANG TRI c.nd THUA THIEN Province to destroyjcapture enemy forces and 
logistic cache3, disrupt enemy routes oj communic;;t:i,ons_ and ,5upp1y, o}:ltitin 
intelligence and be prepared to conduct ~uch other operation~ ~s agreed upon 
Nith CG III M1F or his designated repre_sent ... tiv~. . . 

~, 

5. COlWb'PT 0:2' OPL.L\TIOL Operii.tion B.\DGER TOarH ,'las a unilateral amphibioue 
operation conducted by the "RG/SLF BRWO. The opere.tion W;'3 planned ~nd 
executed as a ~earch 'omd, de1!ltrry mission of ~hor:t dur ... tion commencing wit h 
;;;. waterbo:,.nne &nd then a he1oborne 8..ss2.u1t intoQUUIG TRI a.nd TEUA THIEN 
PTovincea Republic of Vietn.:1m. Initi"c11y the oJ2eration WM to be of ~hort 
" . .1, :,:L()Ti ,'.0 it Yr'" () planned ultimatel;ytoCIiOP element~ of the LF to the 4th 
r" . '-))\8 l"Cc,,::i1!:,?:,.t 'ria IIrJYI7d:oo 3d- Iti&..r1Jiv~-Th~~regiment in turn h~d certain 
("oJ:5CtIYe3 i'QT'.theBn tQ-~€cufE) we~toj'_"the 10:C'!'!tis_area'\'j',,:sm2st,ly rice 
y:.cld~T ~reG and the population centers were a.1or~ the S01iG THlG 1>1\ w!lich ' 
c;enerally runs from the 50uthwe5t to the nOl'thea3t. Thies ar~a. io not conducive 
to tracked vehicle operatlori~ ~ pai~ficUlirIfaiirTr:ieth~~~~tIme~orye ... r~---'-,l.T·rer~·· 
a careful evaluf'.tion of thes8f'acts it wa.s decided not to land the tanke 
or ont'os 2nd' to pc:sition the ar'l:'illery ba,ttery in ~uch &n .are ... a5 to enable 
it to support-the Bn in the a.M.Wlt on LF Obj #i and all subsequent operation~ 
we5t of that are~Q The only po:!!ition aVli1.ilable for thi5 purpo5e hr"d the 
r'1i3~d\",!".L./' th",:, the battery could not ~upport' IF nnerations east of LZ 
FTIJCH •. Tl1,is was ev~luated but thA adv~rrt.::::.gI';5 fa.r outweighed the dis-
""uv .. nt";'6es-~d C/l/11 was moved to a. po~ition in vicinity ltZ 4f.49... .~ 

.;.-

6. EXECUTION 0 

"0 Opera.tion BADGER TOarB was initiated by COMSEVE~;THFLT 240126Z December 
1967. Execution was in accoraince wi'LIlCTG 79~, 241433Z December 1967 J 

Friig Order #1 for Open,tion B.;:JlGER TOO'l'I-I. __ _ 
". ..___ _': .~~"':·-1·.r-'I'(~'~~,i~f~~iiiif~.~~~~ ~1T:r- ''t~'~ltl-,,")j~ ~~-t-7~~ l~Dlf~;~~~~"~'-:~:-- ;-'".1E: i!~~:.'~';"'~_" . ~'~'.~~:-
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b. D-D~y wa~ e~tablished a~ 26 December 1967 with H-Hour ~t 1100H and 
L-Hour to be e5tiilblished. D-Da.y ,11 ... :5 confirmed and H-Hour wa:!! made on time. 
L-Hour was later eotablhhed a,~ 1230H and made on time • 

. c. The b;.sic plan for OpeN,tion BADGER TOOTH W.1l,:!! to execute a. l!Iurface 
a:!!sault over GREEl~ BE:,CH (l'D 549524) and then ~ecure LZ FINCH (YD 5?:4l:J.96). __ .A 
Upon securing LZ Fn~CH the remaining element.5 of :3 (1 were to hnd by helicopter ,. 
in the LZ and then Attack toward:!! LF Obj #1 (YO 502460), conducting .. river 
crossing enroute. Upon !Securing LF Obj ih it wa~ planned to CHOP selected 
element:5 of the LF to III W..F. 

d. On D-Day at 0830H G/l/ll l~nded by CH-53's at Camp Ev~ns (YO 536325) 
for further movement overl~,nd to .l firing posi:'ltion vic (YD 466392). .it 
H-Hour L/3 jl l ... nded in LVT 1:5 over GRELN BK\CH a.nd :'Iecured LZ FINCH. Upon e 
accompliohing thio, L-Hour we,o oet at 1230H and remaining aooll,ult elemento 
of 3~ commenced l~nding in LZ FINCH. lfter the BLT CP wao est&bli~hed aohore 
~nd K/3/J. W\s sweeping tow.;;.rdo objective 111 intellieence was received from 
thA 4th Marine1': tha,t an enemy unit was loc .... ted in vic YD 484513. .is a 
reou1t :.hE: ELl \'Ii'';::'~ directed to move northwest .tl.long the a.xi~ of NR #555 
toward::; THOH KIN LONG (YD 484513). 1/3/1 commenced a move in tha.t directj on 
,dth 11/3/1 in trace.' 1c;,ter intelligence received from the Fir~t .t.RVI\ Div { 
indic~ted an enemy unit might be loca.ted ~t THON Thih 1\..& (YD 5352)" L/3/1 
W~5 dispLtched to check thi5 ~re~ and moved on to the vill~ge THON THRUNG AN ~ 
(YD 5253). where M/3/1 joined them ~te on D-Da.y. 

e. On D plus 1, 1/3/1 loJ',"~ returning to THO}i~ TH; •. H KHE when contA,ct WM 

made with ~n enemy force occupying ~trong defenoive p05itiono in ~nd around 
the vill~lge. 1/3/1 Msa.ulted the villa.ge and bec~,me hea.vily enga.ged 5U!!!- _ 
taining he~v:r ca~ualtie!. M/3/1 WM moved to reinforce 1/3/1 and ~lortar Btry ,. 
2/11 .'!Jld the t;;:,nk platoon "rere l.:;nded. Additionally K/3/1 l'J'M moved to rein- .. 
force 1 ... nd M/3/1. The .,osault continued on the h.ndwa.rd :sides of the vill;;;,ge .. 
o;,nd the outer most defenses on the north":est z.ncl. southeast ~ideo of the 
vill;;.,ge were penetrated. The Battalion "1'[2.5 un~J:>J.e to secure the village 
prior to d~rkness ~nd attempted to di5~ngage, evacuate wounded and p05ition 
forcelS to prevent the enemy from evacuating the vilh.ge during the night" 
Due to clooe contact the battalion wa:5-unOl.ble to ar:5engage lilltill'irter d"rk. 
Fla.re ships and NGF i11umin~tion were avaihble;howevelj due to the time 
required to dieengage ~nd po~ition force~ the oat~~lion wao un~ble to utilize 
illumination until approxim:;.tely 2400. I~GF ".nd artillery fires were u!!!ed 
to Bupport the disengagement rmd to restrict enemy movement during the night. 
On D plUls 2 following an extensive ..iir I NJ2 ;;,nd- irtillery prepArol,tion I a.nd 
K/3/1 aSBOl,ulted and ~ecured the vilb,gc. 

fa On D plu!!! 6 an ampllibioue rd.thdrb.':Jc..l 1'1i'a~ ~cheduled but ..uverl!le weather 
forced;. delay and only the t,l-i'l1iJ .. C PIt Ol,nd K Co. were extracted on thie dilY. e 
On 2 January 1968 the vlithdr~wal WM completed; 
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7. cmfMA.NDER I S AN.::.LYSIS 

.;.. Planning 

(1) On 23 December 1967 III MiF reque:sted pla.nner:5 from ..illGjSLF 
BRA.vO to meet with CG Third Marine Divi~ion Mrlie5t, un coordin~te, 
pla.nning for e. propo5ed employment of S'LF BR·.VC~'between 26 ~nd 31 December 
1967. 

(2) Pl';'.rmer5 !'.rr:i.ved at He~dqu;;::.rter:5 Third Nu-;Lne Divi5ion on, 
24 December 1967 .:;,nd the pl:";nning ph.lu5e of OpeN.tion B..DGz:Jl TOCirH comenced. 

(3) Plar.J1ing continuec', through the issuance of fin",l orderl5 on 
25 December 1967. During the. pl;.nning ph;"se, tEe following step5 were 
Illccomplished. '~ -

" "._, ... ~""~ '-'---"'-. - ~------.• -----~------(ci) l~p3, ".reaanalysi:saerii.l pho't03J:'i.,phy, rice rou.te overla.ys 
",nd the enemy order of bE,ttle .. lere obt;;.ined e:nd lir:uted ;,eriC-.l reconnaissance 
of the, AO.it W2.S conducted. 

- , 

(b)aurl ent :lntellieence W<,.:3 obt~,ine,d 1'1'01;1 the Third l-f~rine 
Division, :.nd 4th f'JE.line ,Regiment. 

(c) 1..r r;c!'.gement:5 were m~.de for proce:5sing l:i.ndev.:ctcu .. tion 
of det .. inees, refugeell, civilis.11 cG.sul.1ties and 9 ~ptured mE1teril.l. 

(d) !rN_ngemerrLa were m~de for t;18 use of ~n IT-SubTe;tm 
nd E.r. ,,~.PT cf 3 m:t.G ,';Ed.7 Vietn'mese. 

. . -: "' 

(f) Rt.dio frequenciei3 were obtfl,ined. ;.r..d the communic~.tion 
pl1.n it .. ] i1'l.:med-;~ ---~..... .. ====-=== 

(g) The -,-0:. VltUJ a.greed upon l.nd comm ... nd r ela.tioneship~ were 
fi;.;,::.lized. • 

(h) Arrangemed ~ :'Tere made for the e5ta,blishment of a::Lia.iMn Te-.m. 
,,3:. FO;,i.rt,h N '~ine:s CP. 

(i) A n~v"~l glmfire 5up;,:,ort 15hipWM reque15ted ,;,nd requirements 
fo:~ c lo~e etir sup;ort were determined :::nctrequELsted. 

(j) 
of four ;'crmed and 
completion of the 

-·~~d:'tion;Jl helicopter support w;.s ;.rr1l.nged ... nd consi:5ted 
one urr:.rmed - DR_IE. Two ~.I'lti.,:;q fiI-IE ,rere returned upon 
l[~ndip.e • 

.. i>¥': .. >_:';','~,.:iii "'-11' _____ .m __ lIIImiil.~fiil!,J .. -"~j,' 
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h. Comm;,nd ReL,t:Lone:hip. 

(1) Oper;LioJl B\.DGLft TOCTH WLS", uni11l.toril,1 ~mph,ibiou~ oper",tion 
with comtll.-'l.nd relationship in ll.ccord',nC6 with NlJP-22\.B). Li;dson w;,! 
e!t;J.blished with the Fourth ¥J.il.rine~ ;"nd vi~it5 were roo.de to the 1st lcfiVN Regiment. -~.- - ...... . .- ... .-

c. Supporting Arms. 

(1) Artillery. 

(~) lrtillery Support for the Landing Force W':;'3 provided 
iniLifcl1y by $, provi:3ion~,1 155 How P1~toon of the 3rdBn 12th }fArine~ 
(YD 4639) .r..nd ;;,.n ARvn 155 How Pl&toon loc;;,ted at R~I L',NG Vilhge. 
Control ~nd coordin~tion of the two plRtoon8 Wh5 ~fected by ~ Provi~ion&l 
Artillery Group e~t,;,bli(3hed for the operation by the 3rdBn 12thMJ.r. 

(b) Battery C, l.5tBn llthM~J:'inee BLT 3/1 WM helo lifted 
on the morning of D-Da.y by CH-53 a.ircr~ft to Ca.mp EVl>.ns where on .trriv •. l 
the betttery wa~ provided further tN,nsport.;.tion by 3/12 to a. position 
north of CJ:.mp EVdl.ns in the vicinity of the Prov:.rtillery Group url Prov 
155 How' PIt f a.t Grid YD 4639. Hodific~tion of the Landing Force I s original 
scheme of mi'!.neuver on D plus 1, c~used b:{ enemy .a.ctivity within the north 
eastern sector of the AOA,prevented utiliz~tion of this battery in support 
of the La.nding Force. Con5equently when the .i01 Wl,~ ,.djusted lI.t 1400 on 
D p1u:5 2" BcB.ttery C .!i.long wit 11_ the Pro~~15iOIl~l.!.rt:l:LlEll:'Y Group .tnd 155 
Pl~toon , .. ere returned to C,'tmp EV.1I,nl5. 

(c) Mort~,r Battery, 2nd Bn, Ilth)'k,rine~, BLT 3/1 W·.t~ helo lifted 
ashore l""te on D plus 1 ... nd M15umed the direct .1lupport mi~~ion for the 
LiiJlding Force. At th.;.t time the .iliVN Ph,toon a.t fin LANG a.nd the Prov 155 
Hov Platoon of 3/12 reverted t,~ a geneI'_ .. l~l!fmortlrej,n:(Ql"cing 1'.Ql§l_o_!_tQta.1 
of 310 rounds were expended du.ring the oper-1l,tion in ~upport of the Le;,nding __ _ 
Force. ----- - . -

(2) N~v~l Gunfire 

(;,;,) The U33 OtBANNON (DD 450) W;".3 a.3)igned in direct l5Upport 
of the Amphibioui5 T.:.~k Force. Pre H-Hour fires were not planned or conducted 
due to rel5triction~ imposed by the Rules of Eng ... gement. No fires were 
conducted in 15upport of the ~~phibiou15 ~15s.ult ~s no oppa5ition wae encountered. 

(b) Commencing with the oorning of D plul3 I NGF plolyed a. major 
role in the support of the L~nding Force, who ... t this time h .. d firmly engll,ged a 
.. viell protected enemy in the vill;;.ge of THo~r '1'H,M KIm. 'TlT-fON 'I'H,~M KHE, loco-.ted ., 
jU5t north of GREEN BEACH Bome 100 meters in from the wat~ls edge presented 
an excellent NGF ta.rget e Extensive fires were utilized during the ass"ult 
lim ~eizure of the vill,age. 
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(c) 712 Rd5 of 511 /38 ordltnce were_expanded in !'Upport of 
the L~nding Force during the oper~tion by the mrS O'B!NNON. 

- :' \ :.'., .-';: , 

(3) iir 
, , 

Ca.) GAS by fixed wing aircra.ft wu extensive even though no 
l~nding zone prep w~s necessary a~ the helicopter landing zone was~ecured 
by friendly troops.' tAte on D-Day two sections of ~ircr~',ft ''lere u3ed on 
fortifiedpo~5ition~. Twenty more 50rtie~ were flown on the next two daye 
a.ga.inst the fortified village of THON THill I~HE. 1 tota.l of twenty-five' 
att,,;,ck 30rtie15 were flown in support of Oper.ttion B,\DG~ TOOTH with an 
ordnOlnce expenditure of ';8,OCC pound5 of bombs§.rrl 37 n!tpf.lm tanks. 

J . 

(b)'!:'wo 0-130 ani two 0-117 .. ircr .. ft \tiere utilized to 
provide nj,ght illumindion on the nights of D pl~ 1 ;and D j)lU5 2 to 
tid observation tcnd restrict enemy movement. ~. 

(c) Four .rlIledUH-lE helicopters 1f~re Q.Migned _to the 
Landin,:; Forc,e' on n-Da.y. Thereafter, two armed UH-lE were provided until the 
opera.tion termin~ted. These aircraft wer~ utilized for T1Q(t), Assa.ult 
:support ,r.,nd tr,:;,n5port helicopter e5cort. '. 

(d) One unarmed UH-lE helicopter WUI provided for cODin 
and control, t.;.ctica.1 a.eri ... 1 OD5erV.1l..tion including nWi.1 g.unfire and ' 
;:,rtil1ery I3potting, ;md r.re!- reconne,i5~nce. -

{e) T~V'o OH-53 helicopters 1.rere nrovifled for l. pre H-·Houl', 
tr".115fer o~ the -In,5mm .... r-t.iller,Y' batter.y from the USS ALAMO. to.the 4th;,.t.:llle. 
OP (G;,mp Ennl"l). ,-. , 

-{r) lll~1rC:rart reque~ted were provided by CG letW;J;f. 

(4) Fire Support Coordin~tion. 

(I.) Coordin~tionof :supporting U'.ll1:5 WI.:5 in I.CC or dAne e with 
c~rent &mphibious doctrine with control and coordination under the CiTF 
in the Suppcrt:1.:ng ~"rm5 Coordindion Center of tl],e .fl<l.g!hip. 

-~"-

(b) The requirement for ~trict c~..pliltrlce with the rule~ of 
engagement -within the AQ! nece!sita.ted clo~ecoqrdination atnd clear .. nce 
Of--5upportin.; .:rmf5 with the l~t UiVN Div ... nd the Dil5trict Chiefs of HiI 
1AJ)ID ':'00 PHCNG DIEN. To effect coordinA tion, lrai~on "12.5 est~bli~hea. 
in the 4th M",rine F3CC l,t C~JllP Ev.;,nl5. GroUr"J.:clellreLnce from the Dil5trict 
Chief5 i.nd l5t >LhVN Div WM obt~ined through 4th }~rine5 FSCC. ,SupportiI)g 
fire3 were cle",xea-qQicfly 'rnQ no unu5uil problem:3 , ... ere encount.ered. 

7 

........ 

DECLASSIFIED 

EnclO1mre (1) 

SECRET -NO!' ffiN 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET-NOF om~ 

'd. Communications 

(1) Connnunic~tion5 during Opera-tion BU)GER TOarH were cha.r~cterized 
by :short ra.IlGe circuits' fJld gocx:l. reli",bility although hll in-country rela;r 
was required on the -'>.rtillery net~. Minor circuit outkge occurred on the 
ItOrestes ll teletype circuit with III Hi,F 1 however;the~~ problems h .. ve been 
elimim.ted. Short circuits occurred in the iffiC",:,110 r~.dio jeep provided to 
the SLF li ... ison ter>m.. Mutu;X interference End .intenrii ;j.ocation problem~, 
previously encountered on the USS V1LIEY FCRGE, did not c~u~e any serious 
pr oblems. . - . 

(2) Covered voice connnunication:5 empl~ying the KY-$ (Ne:5tor Crypto 
Sy::stem) were illIed exten:5ively to the Third low-ine Divi~ion. The system W~5 
not employed within the BLT or within the Ta..:5k~Group shipping during the 
operation.- -

,,~' 

(3) RMio Rel::cy WiF.S not used l3ince tOhe shipboard GRC-IO equipment 
was inoperll.ble. Excellent :!Support, both to SLF IlBII a.nd .1RG IIBII hJ.:!S been 
h"s been rendered by Electronicl5 MaLintenllnce Compti.ny, !l.nd Motor Transport 
~~inten~ce Comp;ny, Fir~t FSR in re~.iring ~nd rebuilding communication~, 
equipment. 

(4) One liaison te~, loc~ted ~t Fourth ~rine:5 GP, W~:5 eq~pped 
-vlith ;:;n }mG-llO, " KY-8, ::.nd an RG-292. TtTith t-he exception of the ~hort 
circuit noted ~bove, communication~ with the li~i~on te~m. were excellent. 

e. 1ogi~tic~. P1~nning conference~ with Third Marine Divi~ion ~nd the 
Four,th Mw:-ine:5 commenced on 24 December 1967. J;t Wi.S In!J.tally a.greed th;;;.t e 
resupply would be provided from LSJ_ ett Fourth MArine~ CP. On D plms 1 
the t~,ctical situ",tion ashore required th"t thEttot .. lre~upply support-be .a 
provided froJD-::;upplie$ embsrked in ..:.RG 15hipping. Some minor problem~ ..., 
developed due to untimely resupply reque15t15 ;"nd_ exce1515ive packaging time. 
By D plus 2 !!.ll problems were 301ved ... nd re~uppIy worked smoothly. Upon 
termi~::...ifion of operation BADGffi TOOTH ~ll equip:;tent requiring third echelon 
repr.ir Hi:.Q off-lo,aded at De. Nrc1l6. Uitbin seventy-two hours all equipment 
ha.d beeD rep"'-ired ,uth. the exception of one M 4S~3 tank that wa.15 submerged. 
vihile in :str,nd-down ;,t D ... Nang, ;;.11 supplies expended were recon15itituted 
on ,iliG ~hip:5. ._._-- --- _. -- - _. . 

,--'( 

f. Gi vil iff:i:.ir8. irmed propa,g£nda. teams were employed 02.nd were helpful 
in obt~ining iniormf.tion on the enEmY encOlmterecl j.n THCJN THl..l1 I{HE. An 
extensive program was planned far the portion of the operation around Objective 
#1 rut a..change ir.. misAion cancelled that,portion of the operation, 
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n. REl\DINESS OF THE ~ILF 

a. Upon termination of theopera.ti<?~ stF Br~~vb; embarked' in .;RG E.r~:~VO 
shipping USS VJ.LillY ?OHGE {LPI-I-8),' U;3S l;;,V;~illO (;i:PA.-2l5).t uas :':L,\1;~O (L3D-33), 
U33 ~:J-lETSTON'E (L.jD~:W)J USS vr;ll.t:Cl~ COGETY (LST ... p..61)" was prepared to respond 
to any contil13er:cies that might arise within the-3eventhFleet' area of. . 
operations. . , ,~ - : ." 

9. The followins COIillilents on BLT 3/1 ani Det XtPIl;\ ffi.i}.1-262 After Action 
RefDrts are provIded. 

,', co. BLT 3/1 

(1) ThroughOl.:..t the report the BtT refers to ID-lH-262 as providing 
helicopter support. This shor~ld read Detachm(3nt-.".u,PHA.., HI::i1{~262~ 

(2) Para 5d o In vievl of the amount of other supporting armS avail­
able the amount or artiller;;/ ava.ilable ,,,as' conss..-a,ered aa.~quiite for the miss~i~n. 

.. ~ -~. 

(J) Para 5e. The landinz zone was sweptarrl secured bY.t.he waterborne 
assault force arrl there vIas no-need fcfa'landing--zorie'prep-;--' - -

(4) Para 13e is concurred in and can be directly attributed t~ the 
superb efforts of Dete.chIL.~:rlt :J.FI-:Irl. and.-the.....er:lba-ikedSurgicaLEvacuatio:(l 
Team BRA va. _" .. L ,c .. ___ -~--. -"''''' ~'-__ :"'_:c __ ~._ - -'-=--"---' - '.-"-"- -- .-----

'--
(5) Para 14a. Objectives 2 and 3 were~rojected Fourth }2rine 

ooje--cti vesand. vrere., not a:s~s:?-zned J~;Lth.e landi!l£--J--orce c·ommaroer. ___ " _______ .. _. ____ .. ~,_" ... 

(,6) Para l/+b: Concur that continued pat.rols :in this specific area 
would h .. ~ve precluded the 8xGep.sive bLild up. Rovrever without knowing 
tIle in cOLntr~- comr.:lELr..der '5 tactical sit l.lation -tllr-oughout the TAORi t is 
difficult to COJ:'J:.0Lton t::c practicabilit:,- of this sug~estion. 

(7) Para 14d. Concur that more tanks would 'hc:we had a. Significant 
irnpact on tbe operation, The tank in Da...J~am Itlas be:i.ngre,ROl.:i.r..edjgrbattle 
damage received ~Dperation FOIlT:i.EJJ BIDGE. The tank 5ubl'lerzing was caused 
b~- a rack of e:;:r81~ience On the part of the boat· -coxswain and tank platoon 
lea.dor e It shade: be noted that the lack of comUY',ications bet1'leen the ta.nks 
vias not a result of d.ama.68. il1cu!'reddl2I'.in6-~andrng, but a problem that existed 
prior to landing. 

- ~~ • :1 

(8) Para l5a: The mission assisned the landir-e force by CG Third 
Y.i3.rine Division W8 .. S a seo.rch oL.the river runr.ini south ''lest from ill 514472. 
A Chop to Fourth MarIi:es- t'loUld-1:)edictatedo:r 'EM proXl.1Ili'E':" of forces. The 
landing force concept of oj)eration wC',s based on 1,[1e above missi,on and the 
BLT prepared their land~ plan accordL~ly. 3sbseq:lent to the landing but 
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prior to the chop, intelligence obtained from 1st .~RVJ:~ Division iUdicaied 
a build up of forces in the beach area and a sweep of the beach area was 
made prior to continuirIG the orisinal miSsion. 'The laming 'force became 
engaged \vith the ,enemy to a point that a chop was~not feasible. The 
decision not to land the lC/1Kortar Battery, Ta*s and Ontos platoons was 
made by the BLT Commander, and was a soUnd deciSion based on the mission 
assiGned and thepro~ected miss?-on ltlith the FouI'.th lhrines. 

(9) Paras l5b-d: Concur with lesson i~arned. 

o. Det "LPH .• , ml:-2G2 

(1) The BLT 3PIlofili0.f Hi,:',1C reaction force was a platoon vice companyo 

(2) The Mortar BtrS' t-vas als'o la.nded by helicopters on 27Dec67o 

(.3) Par 2.a. (1) - LZ FILCH was' s~cured·-by the waterborne as'sault 
company and no zone pr ep was !equired. .~ 

, , 

(4) Para 3a and 3b. ,-lere problems caused by a lack of close 
coordination between the BLT and ships combat cargo personnel. This problem 
has been remedied. 

, : 

(5) Para. 4a-t Conclusions set forth are concurred in; action has 
been taken to ir.sure complia.nce .vi th these proce{l:ures. 

,1:" 
10 ,Enclosur~ (l) 
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(a) CTG 79.5_F;;rl g Qr.der.- O]:leration BA.DGE-P. ,!,COTTT 
"(b) J.~APS: VIUi'NJ\.H 1 :50,000, A1'-1S S8ries 6442 r:c 6442-1--'· .-.--. 

Encl~ tll , \ 
2) 

Oner~tion Overlay 
Sketch Ma~ - Thon Tham Khe Ha~~et 

2. Dates of Operation. 261100 Dec 1967-...2.21100 Jan 1968. 

3. Location. Operatirm RIIJ)GER TnOTH took.place in FIai Lang District, Quang 
Tri Province, an~ in Huong D~en ~~strict, Thua Thien Province • 

4. Task Organization 

B~ 3(1 
R& Co i -:.:Llli~in2 

Det, Rq 3n, 1 st Jl1ar Div 
1)et, Hq Co, 1 st Jltfar 
Det, C Btry (Rein), 1st ~, 11th Mar 
:Det, Comm PIt, Hq Co, 1st Mlr 
Det, DentQl Co, 9th MAE 
20. Plt (Rein), Co C, 1 st H8,'0. Bn 
3d PIt (Rein) ( .. ) Co A, 1 stEng :B~_ 
Det, LSU, For Log Crud 
Det, Co A, 1st SF Bn 
1st PIt (Rein), Co A, 1st MT Bn 

Co I (Rein) 
Co I 
Det, H&8 Co 

FAC TID 
'Det, Med PI t 
FO Tm, 81 mm Morkr PIt 

:net, Btry C (Rein), 1 st Bn, 11 tb M3.r 
Tm, 3d PIt (Rein), Co A, 1st Eng Bn' 
HST Tffi, Det Co A, 1st SF Bn 

J)OWNGllADlW> AIr 3 y";.iiB. IilJT.itti[All) = 
Dl!1CLiiSSIF LD J<.WP.&.H 12 Yl!!;lJtS 
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SlF TaskG .. Oup 79.5 
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Co K (Rein) 
Co K' 
Det, H&S Co 

Det, Ned PIt 
FAC Tm 
FO Tm~ 81 mm !~\:,r:tar Plt 

net, :at~~r C (?C:Ll',), 1 st En, 11 th Mar 
Tm~ 3c1 r~R.[; ~ '~,) 1 t ~ 8"~ Eng Bn 
EST :'T.i. ':',,;(, (!,.; A, I sf; S? Bn 

Co l.. (.I::~EJi!1 '\ _____ .:.L, 

Go L 
DE::t, H&G Cc 

J)et, l1Isd. r. t 
1''0 'I'::J., 8b:;.c. IVio :L't0.l' ?:', t 
]"'C T:m. 
lifGF S'p:)t TrJ 

Det, Btr;)" C (F.,ei.."l), 1 st fu, 11 th Mal.' 
Tm, 3d. Plt (Eein), Co A,,1st Eng En 
EST Tm, Det Co A, 1st SP En 

Co M (J;tein) 
Go M 
net, H&S Co 

1)et, Ned. PIt 
FO Tm, 81rn:n Morta.r Plt 

Det, Btry G (Fein), 1st Bn, 11th ~ar 

Tm, 3d Plt (Rein), Co A, 1st ~~ En 

81mm i'fort.nr Plt 

106mm ER P]Ji 

Btg C .lB9L'l) (-), 1st Bn,..l1th r1ar 

Btry vl.L..?SLBn, 11t.~Jiar 

3d PH' f (Rsin 1, Co Q.:; 1 st Tk Bn 

4th PI t, (Rein), Go :3, 3d AmTr:",c Bn 

1 st PItt (Rein) z Co TI, 1 st Recon En 

3d Plt, (Rein), Co C, 1st AT Bn 

2 

., ,.. ';' 
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Capt REGAL 

Capt h:TDJLE 26-27 J)ee 
- "Capt HEMPLE 28 Dee-2 Jan 

Capt THOMAS 

Lt HAGGERTY 

Lt ''rHOMPSON 

Capt NCLAUGHLIN 

Capt WINKLER 

Lt PARISH 

Lt METZIGER 

Lt YOUNG 

Lt BROVIN 
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5.. Sunporting Forces 

a. 

b. 
o. 

d. 

e. 

As originally planned, O,):,crationBAIDER TOOTH' calied for the BLT to 

b~ hndeil in LZ Finch an"l. to then a':~wmcesouthwesterly, crossing 

the Song 0 Lau P~ver, to objectives 1, 2, and 3. As objectives 2 

and 3 are 12000 ani 14000 meters inland and the anticipated route of 

advance was not trafficable to vElhicles, it was decided to position 

C Btry at 468388 within range of objectives 1,2, and 3. W Btry 

wt:j.s to be left on board the V f-llley "ForGe in an on call status. Any 

il:equired J\rtillery supnoi,'t; outsiu.e the range of J3try C was to be 

provided by a platoon of .ARVn 155mm howitzers at Hai Lang. As the 

Song 0 Lau River was not crossed and operations were concentrated iL 

the coastal area, Btry C was not used in the operation. Btry W 

was landed on the afternoon of D+1. Required artillery support was 

provided by ]try W and the ARVN-f55mm Howitzer platoon. 

Each rifle company was provided a team of combat engineers. 

I'm armed propaganda team was utilizeri. in dealing with th~ local pop· 

ulation. .' ' 

f~tillerx. Fire SUDPOr.t 1uring operation Bl~ER TOOTH con$iste0 of 

fourteen observed fire missions, nine of which were fired by W Btry 

and five by the ARVH 155 mm howi t'zer ple.toDn.. Fourteen H&I fires 

were fire1 by W Btry for a total round expenditure of 310 rounds. 

,The effectiveness of the fRVN artillery ~s hampered because the 

missions, were fired at extreme range. The volume of fire was in-

" adequate because only one or tw6-guns were available for supT10rt of 

the Battalion. 
Air Support. On D-Day no fixed wing sUpport was requestod for LZ 

preps since the rules of engagement for the area prohibit its use. 

However, it was on call for 11 and 1-Hour. One flight of A-4 's we.S 

used for CAS ilropning twelve 500 Ib bombs', and sever8l rounds of 

~Omfu~fire. . 

'On 27'Dec three flights of A-4's flew CAS missions in support for 

Co L between 1215H and 1406H.They ... ~opped twelve 500 Ib bombs, 

1we~ty25Q. Ib bombs, eight 500 1b nnp~lm, 580 rounds of 20mm oannon 

fire, and two f01J.r-·sh(i·tPA.CR:s"C5!r'5~ inch Zuni rockets. 

On 28 Dec four flights of A-4' s and two of F ... 4 IS flew C.AS missions: 

support of the battalion be{;ween0720H and 101 5H. They dropned fou.: 

1000 lb bombs, fOllr 500 lb bOr:Jbs, sixty 250 Ib bombs, twenty-eight 

500 lb napalm, and over 1000 rounds of 20mm cannon fire. 

Due to. weather restrictions no other fixed wing support wn,a user'} on 

the operati(m • 
. .il.s many as eight UH-11i1's were available for TAOC,. T.'\.CA, AO and cove. 

~or the slDwer and more'vulnera~le CH-46's. However, no more than 

"our UH-1 E' s were us en. at one time. .These UH-1E's were also used OJ 

!!Several groUnd targets e.no. knOCKed out at least one automatic weapo: 

~osition with their M-6o's and 2.75 rockets. 

:i3:Mr-t 262 'Provid:§rt: Cli-46's' fortr90p movement, medevacs, and resupp:ix 

IOissions~" rvrany ortnerr rH.gnWwere-Ilown in marginal weather 0011 

d.itions. 
The 1 st MiW provi'de(l three C-117's Mil one C-130 for flare drops on 

the ovening of the 26th [tn''!. 27th dropping over 380 flares. 
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SECRET • f. Naval Gunfire. Tnroughdut operation BJillGER TOOTH naval gunfire sup­
port w:sp;;;;ide,i by USS 0' Bannon (DD 450) firing in direct support 
of J3LT3!1. . 
Initially O'Bannon fired 11&1'8 on tpe night of 26 Dec expending fifty­
nine rounds of 5 inch ammuni. tion. iIbe fo11ovTing acty 0' Bannon fired 
in support of Co L Quring the early stages of their action. At 
271030H 0'Bannon firei on a target_at YD542525 expending nine rounds 
of 5 inch, R.ni ag,'l .. in pt 271130H in supnort of L Co firing eighty-four 
rOl1n(J.s of 5 inch against enemy autOin.·cttic waa'Pons position (YD 538526) .. 
On the evening of 27 Dec I1&I's wore fire~ along with an extensive ... 
mission against enemy positions in the vicinity of YD 540525 expendic~ 
308 rounds of 5 inch ammunltion. v1hen flare ship illumination was 
exhaust en. O'Bannon provir18d thirty-nine round.s of illunination in 
the same target area. 
At 281100H fifty rounds of 5 inoh prep fire was provided as K and I 
Companies mover,l into the same are8 ~ In total 0 I Ba.nxlon fired 712 
rounds of 5 inch ammunition during operation BADGER TOOTH. 

6. Intelligenoe e 
a. Enemy: Strength. Situation. ann C::t.paoilities Prior to Operation BADGEE 

TOOTH 
rrJ':Bnemy Strength 

The coastnl plEdns in ann. adjacent to the AOA was the normal op-. 
erating area of elements of the following units: 800th (MF) 
J3attf-tlion; 802nd (!fiTf.) R'1ttalion; 416th (1T'IJA) Battalion; and the 
C.113 LF Company_, The total strength of these units was estim-~ 
ated. at approximately 1700 pe~sonne1. ' 

(2 ) Enemy 8i tuat ion ' 
The enemy utilized a number of routes for the movement of rice 
from the rice growing area within the AOA. The area was heavily 
popu1a~ed, with the mA.jority o~ the populati~n. be1ieve~ sym- ~ 
pathet~c to the enemy cause, e~ther from po11tlca1 bel~ef or 
feqx of enemy terrorist activities. 
Prior to the oper!:1tion, the eJ:lemy h?a hl'Jrassed friendly lines ?:!A 
oommunic~tions within the area, while stren~thening his cap- ~ 
ability to m0ve rice supplies. 

(3) Enemy Canr-tbi1ities 
.Enemy capabilities prior to the operation consisted of: 
(a) To attaok frien11y forces with u~ to one reinforoed batta­

lion, employing all orgenio weapons. 
(b) Defend at a time and p1e,ce of his ohoosing with up to one 

reinforced battalion. 
(0) To evade major oonta.ct with friendly forces, while con­

ducting delaying actions utilizing small units, surprise 
firing devioes, andboobytr~ps. 

b. Enemy Strength an.1_ Situation ~..Qp'~ration BA1)GER TOOTH 
(1) Enemy Strongth A 

The major enemy unit contacts,. -luring the oTlerntion was a forc~ 
estimate il ,"l.t one NVA J3Rtta1iOJi. The cont?>cted enemy unit was 
identified by ~ wounded POW (who later died) as the 116th NVA 
Battr.1.1ion •.. 
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.Th.i§V'''h.8 -f"irst rG'1')1') rt (yi. cnnt:'C1; vfith tis enemy unit, in~ic':' 
~., t.I 1"', ,fi..~,. '" . . r-

" HJ ,'"fltirig '1;,1",: ",osL."n.~ti')'1",s ti10 "11l;'th n nry b; ,~,n ~lternrto for one 
.,Q( ,t'2o (:ncmy units D0rJTIf:',11y ,0~':JrP{;lnt~ in thisr.rel1., m0st 7)robn.bly 

".: th6'!t1E\th T'V,! B-".tblion. ' 
Otho~ c,...,lj,b.Qj;s'r1,wring the? 0T'Qrflti'u consistc'l of isolr,ted. incidents 

, . .d Iv,;:>~ ", r -. involVing e11i:5my units of loss th.",xl stJu'L·1.sizo, inrcicP,ting the 
- ff.L-,r ~ ~ f. "th . ff t t 6ncilly hri,(l' il,iflT)crsel his m;".jor ,r""'rcGs in . (~"'.re[:), w A.h e or c 

'".V'0i"', C(,),'lt"'Ct pith su':'crinr frien:lJ.y f'orces. 
(2) 'Enomy '8itu~8.tbn . ,.'. 

The ~nQmy C():l"~l;ten, F'. sust;:d,n:;~l, rtc+'onsf,1 of the vill!'.gc of Thon The,m 
The (YD 53~529) ,~m';"l('\yi.l'lg_('l, __ i1.;).t'(~n$iy..?_ fnrce estimp<.ter'\. P.t 0ne lWi~ 
B-'\tt.,:,li0n "1.rme ri 1rith smpll ':-,rms, f'.utf")m,~tIcwGr~oris, ;:i,n?tmori;r"rs. 
Tho defol'ls"3 w.n,s C~11,'1uctorl fro[1') 1ITC11-cE1.lU0uflr .':,o;!., fortifie0, bunkors 
utilizing terrn,in. f'o' tt;ros t() p'0(,){ -? 1,vR,nt,'1:0'c .in tho selecti ")n F'no. 
nl<>.cGmr:nt !')f fioi'ts 0 f fire. 
'llS(,:!11ihI'H'8 l.dth-in the /.0."., tho 8'tomy 

~,<l,irlst f:ricnrtly '1,cti()ns C~!1 sistiDg 
c"'nfl:ncioA. !) tnnre f!'!,ssi ve ncfonsc 
'If sniper fire, sur;:,risc firing 

devices, ,",.'1/1 bn')oytr"Tls.· , 

7. .Mtllsio,!!.. C....,nduct;in i1.ffinhibiotls QnomtJon in "wong Tri ;mel Thu"c Thien 
Br(wincos to 00str0Y/CG.iituro anomy forcos and logistics c:~.ches, rlisrupt 
enemy r()utos of c"lll1P1unic'tinn 'r.m surTlly, obtain intelligence, and be 
prCTlf1.r8i'l, to coniJ.uct other I)')orn.ti,:,ns n;S dirClctcd.. 

9. '%cccution 
a. OTlor£1tion' ]',tlr:',1}'i. 'J:ffiTH 

. 261100H-Co r.. 1;n."1c 4. by LifT's 'ivsr Grean Bc'.ch".nrt is hC["rting 
f0r 12 Finch. 

/ 

261237H-First vr,vc of Co K t')uchc ri, il.own 2.t LZ 11'inch. 
26n15R-Hecon tr;:".m rccoiV')N. ~:r:F fr('lm chl1.rch stceple nt (YD 
537479 ) 
261)2!1H-n.,C!cf'ln tc;, m reCci"!, , l,::L'.F fr0l}1 bunkors r:t (n 542524) enel 
obscrvac1 2 men runnin(-': [\vTP.y fl:0m bunkors. 
261325H .. Co M unit.s ~"ro'1.11 (\tL~ :Winch. 
2613303'-C0mt'n.'\nil- (ir'lup' ::Lr'na ·rrucnc-r'f·"':-'i~,;m.i,-f, JJZ Finch. 
261400H-)r'\. fl t of en I i'.rri V'Qr1 at tz Pinch i'.nri sd in LZ per­
imeter defense. 
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261 f..o5H-Ch"oPT'cr Y1i1"t ro,'''rtc: '_r(";cciving inc0ming nuntls. 
C" M w:s c')nt";cto~ by r n,"i0; Fill son,l c"'''r'lint'',t8 ()f fire. 
261415H-V".st olr}mcmts ',f en I t0uch~-'I "l,"vm in LZ Finoh. 
261 L',25H-Cn K f-mnt'!. throe sots .:;f utilitios, 1 !,rcir }INH junglo 
b()'its. Go~:r sent t'i S-2. ' 
261530H-CI"\ Ie rt yr) 506/93 ;,Thil; m'i~TL% thr'ugh "ssignc", :c.r~o. 
f"un~, 1 VCS, "GO 30-35 yc"'rs "1'1, witht')ut ID or-ri. Dct,"'inco 
wp,s f0rw[',rn,o"', tn 3-2. 
261600H-C'i 1'1 ro,t 1Z Finch f'iunrL 1 lIJ-26 bronn-L0 ;\Tithnut pin. 
It wr.s b1"wn in n1 ~,cc. 
261615H-'J," K f".t YD 500502 rocr;ivn"l 30 r 1,s ;11:]' fr",rri treeline ["t 
YO t,Q8703. 'R.otu:rno ', firo, f"n-i, sufferer' nno ',fD\ (n'lh OV"\C I. 
261616H-Tl'lI; c"mm'~n~iJ::lG ')f'fic';r~ -SLF, ",rrivc~, At this nnsi ti0n 
wi th U. 3 • .'xmy rOT'rrJS':mt:"tivG with infl"\rl11~,ti ')n r!Jl:>,ting tf') 
nn lJI'i71J "'~2.r~ti"n t.-. .-.ur n"rth. E1T 3/1 VTi'S nr''l,or;crl to ['.ssist 
tho I,'!(VjlT ')'f'orc,ti')Xl 1)" s'·rOC'l')i.l1li h"mlots ".t y:J) 539515 [mrl. Yi) 

521 ")39. Cn L ;'10S given the: mlssif)n t~ sweon tho hp.rnlot C',t 
yt) 7?9525 ,-lith C(1 j"T in SUT'':'firt. 
261~?OR-7?.0c""n nl'-tl"\f)n'lisn'ltch,,"l t.., r()c"'n n,':""r'-''",ch tt"' rivor. 
261700H.-C" y ~V'lsiti"n ro-r"rt,.!(-,.,t YO 487507. en K W',S thon 
nr"',orarl tn return tfi TI 5171'.9~i'l,n'1, sot UTI f:, nic-:;ht rlofcnsivo 
T\f)sitinn. 
261705 .. 00 L jumps "ff lin J}T'I' f s tf'J mc"k" swoon "f hp.mlct YJ) 

5 '\9525. 
261720R-C"l L r.t 01(':0 rof "'hiGctivG?',n' J;'iTT's return t.., ';'ick 

~~~ -
2()1 T30II-Cn I, 2i Fl t (YU 5285 '5/.) vI s in f', hl"lcking j'1")siti rm fnr ., 
Co L swom'. Cn L 2~ PIt "hscrvo"', 1 VC osc.'1,r'ing frl"\ffi Than 'l'hnm 
kb,c, (YD 5.32529) c·'.rrying r. ritle. va tNT'S. t:~,kcm unrlor fi.re, 
,:til-"; p,roO: \vn:s sQ"r'pn,c·". unc~vorin:i 1 'tic :(L .. (0),' 1 Chin."o13a "b,~lt 
'p,ct;i,:';nr,i'fio', ,2 M-2'6 gr!~n;""-os~ ;'n1. "thorn:ers"lnr,l f(or,;i.' _ 
26.1730Tf-:'rmcrl, T:r;"-:'">~(r",n?L':,to',-in ~'":tt<".ch,.;," :t" C'" L "t(n 50fl5 2'5) ., 
vns qUGsti 0 niTIg' ilc~~l,) livinhi'n hut'. rr,)i:~,nwhilep_ fOInP_le, 1'9 
ye;rr;: 1')1 "I, ~,ii th";';'t cW, c;c::r"'~ r",p., Tr0m but. , pon~le "r1,\0 Ii vo thore a 
,SI>_'i{ sPQ 1!!1,g "f,fC. ,Gi;r:l is heing -lot: indo ,. 
26f733R-Cr'\ ' T, c"mm.oriCing s<i'~o,:, "f ti;."rnJ.Ct. 
26,17'5~I{ .. ¢') M ."rr.iY-Q~: d 0P.icctivc~,rc'~ in sm,':rort nf Cr; t. 
'261'822H:'.C0 L c')mdotc~ Sl,tO~')~ first h'h.nilot l"I,nn, is n0v-T 

,Si'io;'~}"in{, t 110 'soc:,n "'-~~', --, 
2K1' 825H-~0c;n'to,~ m:rotu.rn[).q.t~thiR cv';siti"l!).. 
2.6,183bR-'C0 L rh~~rt';" ·t~r."': 'trc n.', 'CD 515 A95 • 
?618~?)::[':'C'" Lrc"'''lrt'c~' vri. 7"'. ';';t1:" l' hF'lo'pri"1 1 'fam;',le rl.Ot[1,i:neo 
".:t 524538. "', . ,. ' '; 
2r:19!l-211-Tl.OCd{"td 0r; }(; S ',,,";'itf0h rO"-,'jrt YD 537523. 
"~6.1 R~,5H~C~ TJ' 0Jd'lorcrt t:'1 m"ve~ji{ "'n". 'c')"r",inrto with Cf) L in 
~oll'Jct.iM- nkht ~OfOn8iv0 "r\~~th-,n. ,," 
2619!,b"B-:0,f'),'~ -:ri1, 15," ",1 in ni';~t; ',nS"it:"n,rct 525518. " ... 
?(19~·()H-T!oc6iv0~, .~r"'[; "r'l(~ 2: frnrn 79,.5. ' ,., 

'2620S ')Jf-IS~1.l.6-'1 frr~~~' "2rrtr.;:r:':t0 ,~g"'m""''''nbs 'r;hncxt rl,n.y. s:"'cfiVities. 
i7()'5~rnr":'pnTT heJ~ in CI" :',ttcM'fI-to;l t"; 0SC:"TG ;'n~' w-,.skilJo"" 
1 va Kt>" , 
27070(\T~-Cn Jlr:'n-~ ,"01 bG{.;'inn~::; 81m I")f h~,TJllets [.It 539525 ~,n:l 
?21.539. 
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270800R-Or'~,8rcel mClin }llpto':ln on LVT' s to investig:l,te reported 

nntchrt", on shi,[:) "Trock locl:,tcil, 565513. 

n0850H-Co M r011ortcil, finrling 16 f":)t tr:->;ps in hFl,lnlet at 

521539. 
270900H-Co I re;:>nrtd killing 'mc fom!",le VC SUSDcct (',t 543493. 

27101(OH-}lccnn Plp,t00n returns fr0m chocking rCT''1rted. vntenna. 

It ,,,n.S f1. -rioCG (If scr."T) metp,l resom"ling e,n c,ntennt'.. 

271045B.-::'0siti"n TC1"·')rts i'r-,m 0'1 M "nl Co L. Co t hr;.r1 beon 

in ,ll.!'.Qng hr->.mJ,.gt5215 39 A.n1. wr'.S now ffi0Ving' tow,'l.rti their 0rig­

innl S&D 0bioctfvo'~t539525. C,..;--1 cmtcrC'~ the nnrthern m'1st 

h'",mlet iri orrnr from the n"I!th :1,.0,:1. nnly reA.lizo rl the error 

when they Met eli ;'1 in tho sliuth:;'rn T""'.rt ()f tho villnge. 

271100Ii-C(J JJ C",11',1' fn 'lJr','H' <in enomy T'0siti"ns 542525. 

271230Ii-C0 L CF'.1loel f()r nir striko on hp.mlot - tr,king heavy 

cr,su,~l tics. 
2?1300H-Co I (-) m"';VGS tn hincking T'osition ~t s<iuthern cnrl 

of .b.l.'JlllotjA55&5. 
271335 H-Cn L cc,11e:~"0r-s'ocnnl'r '~ir1jtrfke. 

271347H-Hr strike in )1mgross. 

271350H-C0 K m~vos nut fr0m CF to position to south of hamlet. 

271351)H-Cr'l M l)rrlGrc'" tn mOV'0 U1~ on Cn L's left flrnk. 

27140flH-C<"\ N' ",n~ 8n L re"'0:tt reCeiving he,~vy m""rtc~r firo. 

271400H- 3L"" CO & CG 3r"1, ~'r,r Di 'T visit CP l'lcdinn. 

271400H-'Snr'l. ~f cff,~c';ivo c'ltlrnmic,"ti"'ns 1'rith Co L. 

271 LlJ5H-1':'2J'1l(s .".rero01..'ostJ-1 ,t'1 ne li-'nr1.c rl. 

21141f3:g: .. 1180U jst -rrir~"';:".rr~·Wh:'wk "-'lrt'1 -"n to be 11"l11''1,Qr1. in LZ 

Finch • 
. 27141 R-0,n IT t~kin~ hw'vy sm~ll p,rms firs ['>,8 they me-we into 

positirm ~,t tho s'1uthe"st on4. ()f tho hf'.mlet. 

27143013:-C0 11 ~oli vedng ffi<"Ximuffi fira tr) t'1,ko l,ressuro (lff 

Co t;:.t tho 0thor~fi.=r'rlr frIO vit1·'go. 

271440H-I)() :~ re",..;rts rirrhffl-·,nk "'inno'l, rl.,wn by anomy fire. 

271500n.Cn v recoivos i,ncnming m"lrt"x firo. Only c"mm with 

oo:r;" is tWOt COtJ1f.if!ny net. Plr.to'"l\'1 <in not ,r:re n0t sure of 

other ,,=,,10tol"ln Inct'tilins. 

271530Tl-/lXtillory missi,n firo r'ln h;'. mlet fnr Co K. 

271600H-Sp.c.rrowhr.,4\r PIt ml"'unt(~:J IVfl:ITs to m:W8 to beach f0r 

sGcuri ty 0f rl.'1'WU0 ", helic<i1,tcr. Ccrom with C0 L is erntic n.nll. 

Limp, 6 Cf1.nfl0t bo 10Cf\tcA.. 

271630H-R1 IS I'1.rG ;\.0"111 t..., 30 rf'llmls, resuT',.,ly hr-,s been ro .. , 

qUQstoel. 
2716/WH-CP anll, 81 IS >'Tith 0no "'l,~t()<in Co I m0unts LVTI S 

r->nil. .-i.isnb.ccs tn 5/)8522. 

271645H-Tf?nks b;.v~ lrcn:'le'1" linG is in')'V)orr..bla nn bU'1,ch. Other 

ti-TO r,ro TIS C0 Yo '1ccoive inc0 ming m<irtl''.rs nuG. pnti-tr'nk 

r0ckot s. 
2716!l5H-RoQuest l"'()rt "r '3try bo lr'.n'~.O"l in new OF looation' 

f'l-t 550520. 
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2717t1r5H-C" K rO"f)orts ,"',11 ':.or'~".".n1. 1"T'lUn,l. l)"l h:wo boen evacuated. 
ReY'ortert 2 'VC KIic c0nfiTr.lod. 
271800H-'?r:lg' ")rr'l,er iSll::;"\. t I) c"m1)t".niOf!l. Co K orA,orod to pull 
bn.ck rm(l tic in ,dth I Cr)! S loft fl~nk ['n"!. covar the southorn 
and ,-restorn f1",nks of the h[',mbt tying in \',ri th t Co on 10ft 
flnnk. L ::,nr'!, M Co un'1blo tr)"'tul b~ck bOC"llS(; nf close contact 
'-lith enemy n,n'] '"rosenco "f 11(",/1 r>.n:l l.r()unr'lod. in f'r·")nt of the 
linos. It wns ioc±",o"t ~"t this timo th c,ncontrn.to "n ox­
tr'l.cting 1ef'''l p..nrl w .. un"lcrl I~.n{ r>.tteID1)t tC'l h"lf1 the enemy insir'1,e 
tho h"mlet r1uring thCl night._ e 
271808H-Cn M receivGs hTelv0~r"l)nr"~s inc"ming r"lllr1S egmm mortar 
fire. 
271830H-Resmmly 81 ".mmn r0c-Cri>ren.. }f"rt,".r Btry ,:cni"'.mrmlJl.i tion 
Innr1orl. 
271900H-Beg".n firing 81 ·"n·'. 107mm missi "'ns tCl CI)VGr fr)r H Co 
·n.nrl L Cr) t() rOM,'VO "1,ey1 n,n'1. '~'u.l1:"\.e"!.. 
272025H-Roceivo'1. frrg nr"1.or !y.")m 79.5 fnr night nctivities. 
272145H-On t rC-;"l·")rto::: 1im". 6i,,'1.sr.\ KIA. 
272330H-Oo L ,<>.11'1 en M r8'0rt f'.11 knn'Vm cn,sun,lties r:,nl1 KIA's 
extr-ccted 8n/L begin t" "ull h"1.ck t(') night Tll)sition. 
272400H-Co L'-,nr'l Co r-:r in -'0 c.:Tn ,n ~0. in cnntrot with C·') K. 
FlPTC A.r"r's R.rJ.r1 7GJi' missin nsc'1mmcnco1.. 
280105H-C') 11 sen'l.s rOT'nrt sl1[nJIlarizinl'{ c"'ntr>,ct for tho d~.y. 13 
USJ'10 Iar~, 22USMC '/1Ii, l:.nr1. 5 -+;-'TV.'~ KIA. 
2801I).oH-Re'@'ei'Ved msg fr")m 79.5 "l.irc"cti.n[l,' mnx uso 
firos pri"r to tomQrrm'!s r>,ttro'k. 

of supporting 

28021 O~I- 'R.oCOivc;r1. corr:-.c:t 0':. C"l,su"',l ty ronnrts frnm 0'1 If K, L, 
rm"\. H "ler::cribi~ very hoc'.Vy C"'sui".ltios fnr the 1.r.ys fighting. 
280510H-FJ.:'ro shi--' glos lff st",tinn, 'jITGF <',nel '\;J Btry pro'P'1.r01 
to Tlrn-vi0_o i'ny ronuosto"l illuminrl,tinn. 
280510H-Frng 0rn.or t'1 c~mTl;'.ni-es "n ncxt 0.ny's activities. 
280ROOH-,:·.ir strikes c~mmGnce "n "bjoctivo. 
280830E-EesuTrrly by helic"'ptor cOmmences. 

e 

281100H-?OS1;:DPly cnffi')lote, ~TGF T'ro'P fires on nbjoctive begin. A 
2811301£-C0 I "n"'. Co K ffi'WO "'ut in tho rtt::.ck ropnrt nnly • 
sT)(')rf',-1,io s~:. fire. 
281153H-Cn K h[l.~ 1 inA. 
281200J1-C'" I ".nr'1 Co. X :r;o,:,nrt_ they hwe SWOl'lt thr0 ugh the 
objGctivo with nn sD1i"l contf1.ct. 
281212H-C0 I finn,S 1, XL'~ ~'TiTli nnrl 1 Tall. VC with nne we;'.Tlon [t'!\t1 
vp.rinus oO,ui'Dfficnt [l,t 537524. 
2A1218H-CI"J I fin'is 2 Kj.[, '!:TV:i. fl"F1.ting in 0CO".n nt 540532. 
281507H-Co K fin"l.s 8 U81<r.c: TaA r:m"l. 2 USMC l,'I1'. and won'tJons 
at 536527. 
281310H-C() I fin'~s 2 USHC ~:fI',. 'tli':;h "nns. 
281315H-Co J( finis 3 }lTVJi KI~ [',t 537528. 
281428H-C0 ~JI finA..s Ii vc ;aA run. vnri,us oq,ufpment 2.t 5355 28 • A 
281653H-8") M c0mp18tos G'Vf1c~f').ll USTJ:'C KIA n.n<i. equipmont. ... 
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281850J1'-Ji'rrg "1rf1.ors issu::Y1 _t'}r t "night nnn. tom0rr~w' S Roct-
ivities. 
2R1906Ii.-Co L c'-'nturo8 1 1'V.:~,. :fI.'. rot 539528 Hontifie'l. unit 
11.8 116th ;,1\T' En - ;'ris""nor'~iQ-1., 1 I"IV~". KILl.. 
~9033()R-C') 1 bkcs j.ncnming..A'rcn'1.c1.os r>,t536526. Returns 
fire. 1 US1'1C Hr .. 
290800H-Co K f;i.ni!.s 'TC mp.n f'J 536525. 
290830H-C0 Ie finn.s ono VC n! w/3"J:lf26 p:.t 536528. 
ZQ10QIll!-CrL4 rinr'l.s r,no VChHing in fn,mily sholtor. He 
cr,uJ.,~.- not be t;:;lT{e~ut.· 1-VljlIT.~,·2t '53~52b:""c~ 
29tooOH-Rocoivo~ ul"rn th!",t 'shiT'S 'I1·Till be unn,blo tn b"ckl':!fl,"l 
tr'nks r~ue to n.n.vorsc "rer',thGr. 
2Q1100rT-Co I ronorts 10".-1. Qlom~:nts roed ving 8.GJi' nt ~c995()1. 
iloturno,1. 3. 5 ~J1r9. S..'- - cnIlo" [lrtillory missir,n. ROQuest AO. 
1 US111fO 'TI!:... . 
2912QOR.Mr,vo En OP t_0 5J6~2T. _ 
291230H-Cr) L ronr>rts l'~~.rincj t ri"'lT 0 ". chic0m gi'onn.l.o riggo1 o.s 
mine C'.t ') 1 () 5 '3 6 0 1 USPC l,n'. 
291315H-C0.~,f.fin-'1,s 1 I'\'T, c""cko'. rt 5~2525. ')ostr0ye0. in 
-pIn.co. 
291f,10H-Cr, ]\1 fin'1s 1 VO ~{r ,::t 5/1.0526, 
291515H-C0 T( fin"1.s 1 VO KI!,,_.nn bo-ch .~.t 538531 • 

. 2911)15H-Co Jot! fin 1s 2 VC l.''It~ in bunl\:or c.t 54152;. . 
291535H-Go I spottd 2 V!; ~«'~ns rt 501501. Took un(1or ':firo 
wit lLJ10b~i vOZ'QJ:lul t_s._ .. 
2QfT28TI"':Roc;;n~I:,=t0;:;n ~;:;.n'='T>=. :r=·,:;~.h='3n=n1::;=o~r( ':'n",iTCS' ~':1t "53B5~)l°:~ 
291800H-81 [lim Mortf1.r 'Pl".tnr,n f-:-un-'1. 1 VO KIA in shro.llow gre..vo 
gt 535"i27 killo1 by shrmol. 
291920H- ""'r.g r,r"or t"> C0DJ"'"-nics ·'n night n.ctiviiios. 
29J st3H- r;,eC;Q..iY:9~ .. fr~fS.. "r"l.G:t fr~m 7905 '"In n.ctivit ios f0r 
t'ri:it:t'gn t' "lY\.,·:t'8'mn rt~w;-~~~~ -- -::: - ~=,."'""~- ~-~ -- -.7.C""C"'. _~"=;;';;·':'"'~'-:C'';:''~C'.''';:''' ",",",,",,,, 

292345H-Cr, L rocon ;>f'.trr,l Sc'lV 7 ve m,..,ving tr,'tI':",r0. friendly 
linos n.t 5,)1529. Crcll01 81' mission 80,- rch r.ror, V-l/ neg 
rosrut s • -=~ '~'="=~'=~==.~~'~-.-... ~.-- -

292350H-C".'l L JJP S'1.W 3 yO..:....lr'hrCiv 3 .lVT-26 gron,.,-les f'n"l chr nger't 
,,(') sit i-:-n' (lr:-'i.ni'.1 "0siti"u5385J9. 
300R15T{-Co L so"rcho ·".ro"'.1rJh:ro :CP srew 3 VO. r:r'hcy f'rmnfl 
a bl,..,r,rly shirt f'l'l-1. olr-n; l''''J::ks - 2 ve KIA prr,b,'1Jlo. 
30100rf-[-Co K fin 1S 2 llTV p, Trt;, [l.t 51.-5525. 
301C115H-Cn JvI rOTJorts :rJnginQ.or ,,7r,un"'.0'l while rl.cstroying 250 
lb b'"lmb on.-1. 1 nc;u.~ .~/, (ml1'lr,st:ilo) mon.OVr..c. 
301 n30H-Co K finri,s 1 ~rrr:. K,lA w/wrn n.t 5~1526. 
301120H-r,n J( fin-1s 1 VC 1U,'. burn8°~ by nrcnalm r..t 539514" 
301 ~50H-Co 1 finrls fighting bunlcr c()ntnining n.ssorterL SA 
nml), ° , 182mm rr,un1, six 82mDi fuzos. . 
301 75GH-Ti'rng nr".8T iSSUe" Y"r night n.cti vi ties. 
?trf~17R-Rccoivon. :frngri]::?,()r'. :!-/:6 fr'-;~ 79.5. 
310800H-ll units test fira. W3".,nns. 
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~111!:5H-Br"I"ts f'.J.:'r; c'"1ming 1'81]"11"'0 to"ick Ur tf'..nkS. 
311200H-C" "( fin'ls 2 ,,1-'1 ",,"rnnn in h,'mlot. "'nmon h.".l boon in 
h.,rnlot f0r savor"l rl.~ys G'-..:ve' much inf0 11n VC our'!. 1\'V'. f.1.ct­
ivity ivithin tho hr.mlot. 
311215H-Cr> L 80,'" ) Viotnf"',mcso mrtles nr,rth on be'l,ch, chnl1ongod 
[1111 firo~, on - negr-.tivc rosul ts. 
31 1300H-Cn L finn.s ~ M .. 26 gron!".tcs rigg'''. 8.S minos, nunji 
-pits <'..11'"1 bunkers f',t 520538.' 
311430H-Co.:M finr,s bun1wr8 "'n'l fi"':hting hr,les nt 572501. .. 
311/1,31 H-T'-',nk 10F',r'!.o'1 nn l".n'lin.C' cri,ft '1.n"1. roturning t" ship. -
31170n:tI-70.5 C.' O. ~ ni 79.5 s- 3.~- P .. t CF. ' Discuss ])l.'Cns f"r 
t0rnorrows 'withtlr'l,;vn.l. 

"311BOOH-Trucc in effoct·. 
312000H-ITorbr'l frl"€ nrll.or issuoR. t" corn~r'.nios. 
011000H-,:.ll 1JJ1its -Pf')sitir,l1c-'1 f"ryith1rnw, .... .l I' .. t 555520. 
011500H-:!TIstnblish:En 1y.siti .... no, at 565509 to f1VTPit witM.r8.wal. 
('I11615H_i1ithrh,p~rr:l of Lvr;; l s Cf)mrrtonccs. 
0i1700R-cd K vTithdr".\'1ll by half) to V,-.lloy Forgo. 
011800H ... Issuol frPf\' f)rrtors r"r tnnights ~.ctivity. 
0209COH-1Jithrll.'n,wF>1 by lI'mr'l.il1g' crf'.ft r>n'" holic'")lItor c""mmonco1. 
021130H-1Jith"l.rp.w,",1 eomploten.. .., -

10. . ?co suI ts 

p.. Frii:mfl.1.l. IJnspOfl. 
lBl1Q. ~~ USN 
~ ;;;T-'JJ .. OJi"i'--1<i~"IJ 

rall 2 'ii:'6' 0-0 
1,fI .. A• 0 86 0 2 
1'1L". 0 0 0 0 
l)O~:T, 0 0 0 -0 

1!)()JTIPlVJ1IIT 
(Inc W,S t'1.nk IV'"' s w'.rtit'lly submerge'!, '1.uring If'n-1..inr;' nn 27 Doc. 

b. 

HOf;.n'")ns Cp,nturci 
l.1lll~i tinl1: Cf'.nture'-:/n8strf1Yr."l 

Unifl'JI'1!Is & Inrlivirlur.l Equirm"'nt._ 
'1!'ortificn,ti011S JGstrcWo"1 

DECLASSIFIED 

T8tf"'~1 
31 

2 
13 
3 

10 Gronn.las 
1000 R"ts S. ll.. 

8 B-40 Rkts 
6 82rnm Fuzes 

50 Items 
60 Bunkors 

220 Fighting Holes 
60 Sholter Ty~o Bunker~ 
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SECRt;]T • • 11. :.fministr(·tivo ~~p.tti)rs. It w~ s ~.ntld "Y'.to"l th".t 'lnD-t·1 the BLT would 
chnn to thG 1),>:crp£L;:nn:l c"ntrnl nf th() Itth ~'·:~.ri nos. /..n 18.\ wns plM.­
no"!. nt t"G !cth 1~"..rinos CPo ',s thu ch"n."'·o in (r]1orr,ti"n:"l c()ntr~l never 
onmo n.b 0 ut, 10gistic(',1 n.n' f1.:'lministr"tivo functi.:ns "Toro pcrf()rmoQ 
?n tho "ihlloy Forge. Ono rosu~"1')ly missi'ln i"f',S c')nr'l.uctc'l fr0m tho ~th 
¥r,rincs 18;'. This Wtl,S f'..l1 L.l1itircl rosu"0nly of 81 mm mort",r P-IDID0 on D+1. 

12. Lngistic Ek'1ttors 

n. Combpot' Lo~,.fs ..... ~.=~ ~ ....... , .. 

(1) On D ... 1· 'rt'.tir.ns f'r1'1. ,.,.mmunition '.101'0 etngor1 l'.nr'1, issuod to assault 
'Illl.i ts abor.rA. r1.ssignv;t 8hi ""!s ... "' lLr>.ch r-~arino Wfi.S iSsuol. his . 
bnsic Rll~w".ncc Hi th the GxcoT'til)n nf hf1n~. gron2:'tos n.nr1, pyr0-
toehnics, 0n~ throe meals. 

(2') On ])-Dr>.y rrinr t" H-H0ur the romc~ining Clc.ss V items wore 
issue'l. t·., r.ssFlult tr""Ds. ~o tr"n""s wero lr.nl.Qrl cnrryin,r: 
the proscribefl lOf"'.A. in ri,ccnr1.pnco with "./l.winistrf1.tivQ pIon 
1~67. . 

(3) On. D+ 1 the h0"'rt~,r bp.~ttGry HI, s m~v: 1 ".sh0 ro in rCST)OnSC to 
a rliroetivc fr0m tho bor,ch. Thoy cprrio"l !"J. bn.sic p,l10w::',nco 
rm'l. thro~ mortIs p',sh'lre. 

b. RosuP'rl;y: 
(1) ThG ori[;,'in·.\lpl:-n ;,l~S to ost'b1.ish ;-n LSil.q,t C,.,mp Evans ~mft 

reSuTlP1y tho BLT fr';[Q th~,t ":'')j.nt. Hnwevcr, r1UO to tn.ciier,1 
situP.t!"'ns it lJOCf'.r.J.O {1,'f)Df'.r6nt th".t this w."lUll. not be n.n 
f\.ccG~t['.blo_soluti()n. On ])+1 tho LS~:" 1,[".S roostr:.blishol. rtb-:v,rcL 
tho LIH rm't pll rosun",ly \·r.~'.S cf~rrid rmt from thp,t positi· ... m 
f'lr the 1url',ti -·n 'If t 1l0 iJ11er r ·.ti'ln. 

(2) Th8re "''''.S 8,m') initinl c:"'l1.fusi""n 'In JJ+1 ,;,hen tho site of tho 
LSf wns CknI2,\Yl.. This ,MI"1.S c~us.:y1 by the chr'.n.(~e itself n.nn. 
the .t_om'['lo of tho o·por·'.ti0nl}shnro. 

(3) In. subsGquont :lr>yS th:; rosurTlly rO~;u0st were receive-'\. in 
sufficirmt time tn permit tho SU1y'li::ls to be st",ge'l thnt 
night '1'1''l.r101.ivoroA.hy hclic"]ltor the next· d.,.y. Duo tf) the 
1;vcr'thor c .... nr'.iti "'u.s nnly ')no-r"11tino-rosu":;-~iy W.'lS possible 
.f'''r tho l;:st f, r>.ys I")f tho o '['.::rr',t iCln. 

c. BnckIr"'<'.Cl,iEs: 
(1) Br,cklnr::''l.ing WP..S h 'rm:H.:r,' 11Y hT'" things; r0ugh Sores ::"nd. IJ.Il 

inr1perf'.ble tnnk. Tho b.'ckl "l".i1ing nf tho trmks '\'1I',S o0mpl at 01 0. 
on 31 Dc comber 1967. 

(2) r;'hc v1Qr>.thGr cl(Y'.r().:J, svfficiontly'n 1 J'1llu."..ry 1968 to eJlt­
tr:'ot Kiln C"lID;x'ny t') tho !.PH by hcIic0 1;tcr f'nit tho Lmtrac 
PI "t:,>,n b tho LST)._ 

(3) On 2 J'''.l1U.·WY 1968 the rcron.ining cLmeuts of tho BLT wero 

rcturnOfl to their n.ssl.,.-.::n'J"l_shi ~"'ing. 
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SECRmT • d. TI01' i "~m:;nt 1)r.rrJ[1,.C!; .")I:1,/L"'S8.: S 

N ]\frj.,r items requiring r07);,ir; 
(n. 1 Tw" t:'.nks WB,\3; ,110 1r1"" submorrol. AJl.'l tho n+hor h".~ 

eloctricnl ~robloms. 
(b) One h">vrt"r 11198 nc)or1s .Q)W leFt shnck sT'ring. 
(c) One r0T'TP-5 l-Till require 3r~ l~chdnn mr'.intenr,ncc. 

( 2) Smn.ll ("rrjs 
\::,,) Uno 50 0'-.1. o:"chino gun;,no~f-66 mt'.chino gun, thro0 

3.5 r"ckct Inunch(~'~s1 0no fl·<'.mG thr0i.C:::.' "n'l 12 H-16 
rifles ,>Till requiro 3r~~~ch'10n m".inton,A.ncc. 

(b \ 8()vun H-16 riflGs W0ro ",",m:' '\Y'\.'· n1 'rill ':Je rcnlr,co'1. 
o. ]VTlJylJr '2:rfl.l1S"0rt. 'i'ho TILT 'l.i-'l. nnt l"n'. 'my vohiclos. Vohicles 

rcb0flrn. l".ssignor1. shiI'~ing "roro st~,rter1 ~t lCI,st onco 'luring tho 
nporp.ti0 n. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

o. 

f. 

First cchalon mor1icrl c".ro 11',S '~r'/vi'l.ryl in tho fio11 by cor:;smen _ 
I1ttf'cher1 tf' Gc'ch rifle cf'mp"',ny n.n'l. s1.1~'~0rtims units. This c0nsistrJ~ 
0f tro<',tmont,f min0r dlmonts, first '.,P n.nrl initi".l oV['.lUP.tinn 
IJf W0un'LS9 ;''..11,1 the; ovrlU"'.ti~n 0f'cf'strltios fr)r OVf1.cuP'.ti'm by holi­
c0ptor b tho US3 VnlloyJ[nr;:,o Cr:::tH-c:l)J~rr~Gfinitive trodment. 
Soc'1n". ochnI0n (C')lloctil1ly. r~.J'l: r:fOr'.ri-ng pi;-:,t;:).~n) -"n'1. thld. echelon 
(9urgicr:l To,"',m) c"ro 1T:'.S c,..,mbin()1~.1Ti th the f!,ssists.nco ('f thE) :SicS 
merticnl 0fficr;,:'s rmrl c n r'"'srn.Cl1 .<'.bnp,r"', t:!:1o USS VC'...1.loy Fnrgo. Iill.,. 
morlip,to tro!'.imcmt vl!'.S r;r"vi'1d f~~ ,".11 c0,suroltics GxcGnt those _ 
requiring tho ST)oci""lizo·:l skiIIs0f nGurosurgory, ~TT, nnthrtlm()l"'g~ 
I'mil. ur'llngy. IpblJrf',tlJry, X-RfW fr cilitios., p. bIn ..... "\. brnk, 2 sur­
gic~l'suites? "h ... 'l r". h!ll1.ing C".l')Pcity nf i'.-"71rnximr.toly 100 bon.s 
Cll"bloi. the US8 Vr>,lley Fnrgo t" functir)n ns n.n inr'LonenCl.ont h0s-
pit"l fll.cility. A 
tt 1600 nn 28 ")t;combor 1967, it bocr:QG nOCGSSRry to SUST)(m0~ tho ,., 
recoiving p,n". tro'1.ting !If cq.su~.JtJ()S b(,;c,~uso r)f tho burl,on imnr)ser1. 
I')n the morlic".l to",m ,"nrl fr:cilitics by tho l;:rgo number of Cf'.S- A 
up,ltios recoivC)1. 'I.uring tho '!rov:i."us 30 h"'urs. Furthor cn.su[',lties" 
"fOro re-r,..,utc". i1r) tho USS I,'!r) Ji~", ",1:-;j.ch rom".inorl. in tho immo1if'.to 
vicinity. By ORon nn ?9 T)~;c()mbGt i Q(-:7, tho US9 Vr.lley Forp'o re-
S11mer1 its functi,..,n roceiving "n·1trc·~ting c C1.sw',ltiGs. 
Tho nrc;--'l.nmin;".nt w"l'n'1.s tr·-:;r't c-1 'iOr!: t''l''SG inflictc'1. by high voJL- . 
ncity missiLs. .. ... 
Nn Cf'.su~.lty rncd.VO"1 "n''1. tro:-to"l._~b()~',rrl tho US'') Vn.lloy Forge 
ex-riroA, 'luring the C"l1.;rSO r)f tllc--'2'''o:ec'ti 1n. :,11 c[',su~,1 ties ,.ho 
rocoivo'1 r'1,ofinili va tro '1j;lIlon~.ln! ,"~'ore e"neir:cJ):,OQ un".blc to return 
t" full r1.uty in 30 .-l"ys \1Gro tr"'Jlsferr(d by helic0Tlter to 22nc~, 
CSF. 
Moiov"c f"r tho "i:or,A,t i "'n vll>S T'orf0 rmo"!. by BJY:iJI'i SqUl>r1ron 262. 
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a. Opor0.tion :S':,1)G.~TOOr.rn initiAlly 0,,,.11e1 for ,-:>. landing by air tmd 

wP.terborne me"ns into p,n ?.-'ea ad.j<l.c(:mt to the ~ong 0 LA.u River 
with P. r~.1Jid river crosc-ling N11 seizure of 8IiF Objective "1 • The 
river crossing "\q"S to be mr;1e by river cr~'.ft or T.:~TT. Once the 
river crossing ,,,r0 6 mf1.de bJid objective ·~1 secured, the BLT WFI,S to 
9ho~ OpConto tho' 4th Kqrines 2nd continue s&n opcrntions to tho 

··i3otiihvie1:;tWitI1:!llgh'~i'i..y~1t1 vl[\s-Yef'chcfl.. Il?errrdn pnFL;tysis, ~md the 
p.ssigned objectives dict"1ter'!. the ty-pos of combr'.t support that 
vlOulrl bo used. The co!\str.l pln.in where the initi"",l 'olaterborne 
lnnding nnd. heliborn'c Irn1.ina took plcce had good trr.fficn.bility 
for R.ll types of como"'.t equipm0nt. 'I'he COPBtal plc.in 0xtcnds in18nd 
f!.bout 5000 met(3rs. The terrr.in· ",cross thG Song 0 t..'3.U Rivor south­
west to hiQ-hi.r.y 4 vir..s completely inundp,k!d And trr:,ffic.;,blc only 
by foot or by usc or"i-iverino cr,~.rt~'.ssignGr1 ob.ioctives roquiror'l. 
crossini ti"l8 ~ong n I.'"'..u River ~,nrt tr"vorsing tho inunrlr:.tcd torr~>in 
discussed f',bovo. !'\bject1vo ,:L1 wn.s ll)c">tod 4-000 motors from tho LZ 
p..nd.~:rrproxit1J:,.t~l:'r 2500 [l1i)tors from the;! nll',nn·.>d riv.:r crossing site. 
~bjcctivos 2 f'nrl 3 '>tore 3500 1'..n1 5000 motel'S from objective #1. 
Boc8.uSC of tho t"crrr'.in n.nrJ the .locption of the assigned ob,lc)ctivcs 
A,n.(t tho plM for r":pidly crossing tho rivor, the decision WIl.S mdo 
to pro-posit i0n 'tho 105mm r-1"owitzor ~ry <"t Y1) 410388 to support nt­
tack on obj "1," n,ne. to lo~vo the 1717mro Howt.n.r :Stry, . thG TC'.nk Pln­
]oon,._r.nd tho Ontos .<I.bo,""rd .mGshiD-ping on enll. Trulks, Ontos, ~.nd 
H01.rt~.rscoUld riot' rom. tIle rlvl~~t rJl'i~"encmortg.inF.:l~ concopt boon 
followo"l_, they wouH h,:",V'O rCc.ln inoffcctivein supoorting the lMd­
ing foreGo In 1',cldition, it '·1.'''.8 considerod th::1.t thero would be 
ndequp.to fire stip,!)ort "~m.ilr.1'")lo from the ''",ir p.nd. n'1v~J. gunfire for 
.tho i.i1itinl nhf', 0 of the n.mphibious opbrdion. Tho concept for 
B~lY'~ .TMTH~ v,;,;-mo11 IT6d on J):l)r.l.y to tho oy.'tOm··t11at--tM'--lrwiing­
fO.rce 1:Jol1.1(f con.'iuct '3&1) o"pcrntions in t~o vilbgos, Thom Thnm Rho 

. qnd n'hon Trtmg An locr..tpd on tho co,":'>st"llr1 then "rauB continue vTith 
. the, -a'vorcrossing ·r.ri;CpFnno~"·c;"~ritic)frs"~ ThisriorUficntion w~s 

the) rcsu1.t of info rmrt i "n nrovidc?Q to th': 8Lm :~y p, u. S. Army 
Lbison Afficor vTorki.ng "ith .m.\Tlr forces th~,t 'Possibly the f.JtVN hnd. 
oh.<:sod s"lm0 enomy .forces into thoS0 ht'.,mlots. Subsequently 1 ·,to in 
the 8.ftornoon of' 1)..1)n:y t Com')JMY L "Ti1.S n.ssigned tho mission 0 f 
stvoopiDf.$' through thr; two h,'"',mlcts. rro c~.rry out tho mission, Com ... 
p"'nY L ,,1":13 tr·"'nsportod to tho south anrl of Thon Tho.m :rille by LiTT 
AnI'!. commoncor'!. tho m'-'VG through th9 hsmlets ["t 1735~ Compony M w~s 
moven. by L1TT to S1.1.pnort COITI-pnny L~ By 19('0 Comp·'1JlY L h/".d s"\fept 
through both viJ,.l"p.os r~n.orting no 8virlcneD of orgrnizod enemy 
uni ts.· .As Compi?,ny L hr.tr1 StITcnt throl.lg1-J tho hl'rrtlcts very rl".pidly, 
it "rs r'lecideo. to conduct r, a,,)tdlcd Bor.reh 6:port.tion" the noxt dF.',Y. 
QQll!PT..ny L w,".s t,sGigtl:r1 Thon Thr>.m lChc ;'l1'1.Gorrt'lY'ny M Thon Trung An • 

. Comb'hhY· L oc·cr.md"':;'1fsbrrch't"C! ~llr-t'nr;rr--pra:('fuWn''''m(Ej(r-Frirl -bcp.:riil set'..­
rchL':lg' Thon Prung ~1Iit. 'clhon th0 mist:'.ko\-lF1>src;1,lize.'1. Co L moved 
i;;o.\-Tard Thon Th"in f\he l'l.pprol1.ch:i.ng lrom the northwost. ;,6 they 
onterc1 the h:-.mlot, t\oy t-rorc ,tr.kcn under intense n.utomntic weD.­
"pons rnd mnrt;-l,r fire n.n/t sustainoil hopvy cp.supl ties. 
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Dospite the uso of C/'}3 f'.'~". nr.v"l ~firo 0no. s0vor."'.1 nttomT'lts to 

A.SSPUlt tho '<norny ""'0 sit on, CompAny L 1![.":.8 unnble to r'/1:v~'nce"or pull 

b"C.ck for the romp,inner Qf thQr1r:.y.~~In ."11 n.ttomnt to relieve Com-

ppny L nnd succcsBfully ".ttr.ck tho viE"go, Comnpl1yM ,.,rR,S ordered 

to mrwo up on Corllr')i".ny LIS loft fJ .. ;;nT{. Compan;y. 'K W:',S positionod ,"'.t 

tho s01:th nnrt of th" villngo lJi th ~. J.ight s('cti'Jn of t~,nks--in dir-

oct SU1Y"ort.· Com.U?.ny]\f \<!ont into' th() p.tt.PCK: fln1 vlr.S. trktm un/tor 

ho<',vyfiTo f'.t cl()so r~n..g'() p,n". W',S llinnc1 dmm. 1,han COmpf!llY M '\\T;'l,S 

un"',blo to nr{VNlCO, ComTlr>J1Y K l.-.f,·,S ot"l.c;refi to ":i~t,:,ck from tho south. A 

Tho USG of supn(lrting fires w::,s hindoro1 boc,'uso of tho proximity .. 

of friondly units ::-,nrl. thfJ closonoss of cont:',ct with tho anomy • 

.After tho Oor:m:my L CO 1·rr:.'S ki :.ldl, communicntions "ri th Comp&ny L 

'w)re non existent for r. consirl.0.rr,blo pr-,rioct of time ren':!. "Thon 00trm­

uniop.tbn "rr.s r0.f.S,dnorl, it WP.S spor;0.io. Ad:'l,cfi' to thlsw!1s tho in­

!",bility of Co L to I'cccurn:tol;v.: :C:tnt'tj;hdr loontion 0r to 0,3.11 fire 

missions giving tho corrr;ct co.orr'l.inr'tos. 

Thore wC';ro two 8,.lt, 0rn,~tivos tl),o 1:}~c.:.ft:)rx:o()noE tho r.tk,ck. First~A 

gll ~,vt;.il'l."'l0. fire t'oHcrcol'lr'l. h.-we b0.on 0'"11::0. ontha ob.icctivo • 

p,nrl the romdning comn::,ny ,Il1dif1.,C01}1(:C h,'.vc boen sent in r';:;"',inst 

the ~~storn. or "rQstorn sirlc of th)h"mlot in n.t dtompt to socurG 

the:: ob,;octiiTe. Sooond, i:TO c01'lrl c_ommonco 0xtr.n .cting tho wound.co. 

rni. f',ttcmnt to tic in r'. com1"loto corr1.on n,ro1in1· the hr,mlct-;nr1 s0~1 

tho enomy off from OElC"TlO from the vi11.~,g'G, rend :,t first light, 

follO\ving ... thoroUJJ;h TlrcD,nr~l.ti()n fr"'fl1 n.ll p:v ..... ilr'.,hlo supnorting n.rms, 

rcsumo tho h~··~,ck. Tho COn~UFl'Jt1 ~~ tu,..,t~o, n. vri th .~omnrny L, tho a 
cloSG .'1!rpro:XlrnJ. ty of COmT)l\!llOS L, If, ",,\)/1. X to tno enemy rtnrl on- .. 

coming 'I ::,xknoss 1tcighorl t'.g,.,.inst tho first :11tornf\ti vo nncl I dooBoll 

on tho S;]COllrJ. ::.1 torl1~ti vo nn:l ori'l. 'ro"!.",ll 'cor.lPf'.,nics to c()mmonco 

oxtrr. cting thoir "lh·'r'\. :'n'1 1'roun'1.afl~.n(1 for Com":illY I to tl',ke A. '008-

ition on tho south si'l.coL_tho vnlrKe~0~1_G()mT1~y E: on the west. a 
This W',S 0.r')no with ct'!.8o. - - .-. .. 

CompflnyK l,i,.,,S fl.ir0ctdl. to Ell.rinn: r,ro1'n<'1. ~n·~. tic in on the north-

western siiie ofi;":!n vill"o;c \ri th~0mr,n,ny L. Tho in~.hili ty of 

Compnny L to rr:pirUy Gxtr::;ct thair dc;,rl ~.nCt 1tJollil:lc~. 1cl~.yG~1 com- e 
plating th' oor,'1,"ln f()r sGv"r".l flav.rs n,114. tho western siflo of the 

porimctor :rom!"',; nOc'l o'!)on .. 
It. is my 0"Dinion th"t thCi bulk o.f th,;'nr::m,y m.~,H,Q go0d their os­

cfl:pa ~"rly in tho avening in th.:,,.,,u b't1~roon Comprny L r.nd ComD~y 

Ie. 
b. Into],) i~Jl.9:.l. ~o f"ct th't th(j c:n,;my comnlotoly fortii'ic1 0-

, 'Villpgo ,d th well constructcfi mutunlly sU'PPorting bunkers set up 

inf'.ri. I'll ,-"rouur'l..-'1.ofens8 in rJ.onth in (')ur T.',OR inrlicn.tos the neo1 

. for more oxtensive) roc(mn ..... is".ncc".,;tivities of gro ... ,ter frequency. 

c. Fire Sup"0ort. "'ire su.'P·"ort n,v,;:'.iin.blo'. t"'- tllG')TI;''ron opor:ction 

"BAnGT~T.? TrlOTH-vr,s t)yt rV",iln.'blo'1.ur-l n..iS thl) in;t:i>.l nh~\s,'s 'If ~y 

flffi'Phihi 0 us ')nor~:tion, thnt is '-i£1 Jl,T(!?, ~'.tlil 81 mm mort .... rs. HOiv-

over, m~xim'L1.m lltiliz2.tl·').1 of: sUJ)D.orting ''',:ems b{'c",mc impossiblo .A 

bcc';.usoComC',-.ny L r'.n" ultim~t.();t;,r C0mn.'~ny li1 ~"1'1.r1. Gompany K vrorG in .. 

such close c()nt~ct vlth the anomy ",'nrl, "Tith o:'.oh other th,nt to uso 

"ir or n'-"rnl gunfi"'c,roulrl h~NO .;i£()C' .... r,~_izG the J.ivQS of the Mn,rines 

of t~ose c()l'rJn"nios. - -
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• • "'·11" 
T~nl<.s. ()f the five t"nk~ in tho BTIT, only t~,T() S·"W notion. "'rio 

.-

\oJ'1.S "boing rOi"1"'{r81 in kn~ng. .eID0th:r c0ulrl not be st"'rtee. -prior 

tl"l t1:10 l,-.nt1.:lnf, nn"l 1"""'.S nClt br'"lUR'1')t f'.~Jh0J:'G. A thirr'l. "V'.S subm~rged 

on lr.·.n":Ung. 'J'h.:) other tv/') r'coi v.·4. vI t;~r : m'""',p-,'o. ('In lr.niling. 

Haither h",:1 erective cf'lmrrunic".tinJrn.S. The two oncrnble t'·!Jks woro 

extromol~r vi'lu"blo OVGn th"lu.9:h l"'cir.ing Cflmmt:l.ic"'.til"lns.· R'1Q ".11 

fOl1r t"nks bo,;n l"n-1on. in grvv:l c"';:':.'.ition, their im'l'-'ct on the 

- 1:ii>:ttlb '1~(')UlI'1. h"vEJboen signfic~!lt. 

"olico-ptor Sunuort. 'rhe su"D"Dort rocoiv':d fr0m EMJ1 26? w.'.s f)i.c·~· 

st,.,.nding. ib.;e-;,.."s no n.olf'.y in m;",:-w'.c '"'.ni rOstJ."'ply· flights in 

srite Ilf intonse enomy lire '"'n'm·,.rg-inr"l vtC'l.thcr. 

1\T--:,v'"'l Gunfire.. USS O'B"'nnon Tlri::5'ifir1.or1 oxcellent nr,V 1 gunfire 

ru;,~"";:;rt-:-.:iuri;g tho antiro onor",t; "n. .':11 fires vTr'!X'(J extremely 

'p.cC11r0 .to r.nn. rcsnnnsivo to the noofls I)f the BLT. 

n. 'Tho l.'Cn1.ing of nn ,':.m-phibious force t:-l c0n4.uct non-~.mphibinus 

("l"per·'ti0ns is ~ fr':l..1.1ty ren" ',T"stoful cr.l1copt. As no signific~nt 

contn.ct ~Ins o:x;nnctol. prinr tn c;';'haucting S&D oller.' ti0n8 in :.m 

inlrmiL r.'.:r.'fY'., tl~o lr>.nr.inp; I'Jr,S ".oosignG'''I. to ficilit."tc inlAnd oper­

I'l.tinns. T~ n1:::8, Ontns, ~n" tho 107mm Mort~.r 13try 1,Tcro not initidly 

1 nnn.on. [',8 tho "'.ro~. (If nrinci~~'81 c'Jncorn lTC,S not sui t~.ble f0r 

--",thdr usc-;; Bt:ry C i!If.S TlrennsiiIono"l inl.·nfl., 'Jut of rn.ngo of tho 

bor' ch nr~:, P.n~· tho-j}'3l.lr·s r;r~nnorr f!'ir·'r:tl."·!nJ.-·~'l1r1 p;rcoe. ·:Ihen 

hof'l.vy C'1ntc. ct ... , 8 m"."l.o in the boo oh i"XC~O, vnlUf"'cblo time 'l'tns 

W'"'.ste"'. l~nr'1iI1.g T<'.nks <',n,1 the N..,rt"r J3try. Critio:>.lly nooded 81 mm 

mnrt~r <',mmunit';"n 'ti"S Ifl.t8 in".:r.':dvL~g boon;use of r',ifficulties 

in.C"\U.lltc:r.'c'" d tho fl"lrH"rn. LS.'\.. If the mission is not n,n ,<"',m­

"'1hibi 'us' ~issi~n,~itUUsh,,:;ulri:-"n0thc"r.sRl;q;ffcf1~(r'~ ,",mnhibi0us 

forco. 
b. 7'.vGry r'l.of.on0.!"1.blc nositi"n must bo ".ssu.mcr'l. to b8 "l.cfenc.eCi. :cn 

strength-by tho onemy.- '""116 1rC1"!\1ir.L\~-b~r'8-tllc r8tfif\~rk.".blc ".bili ty 

to c0ncr)~1 h.is nr0s.-mco in "nr-.ro'"' .• Thon it is to his rv1.vnn-

tn.go tf) r1'"l S(i. CqmpRnY L S1¥JT)t th::'-"ugh Than Thrm ?ho h·'mlnt ".t 

1 T')O on 26 1)00 S()cinS- n" eviCi.onco 0f enemy '"'.ctiYi ty. }i}ighteen 

hours l<'tor tho s".mo p.re" 1;T"S ~:::f~n<lGd by n. lr.rr-C:l forco from 

nrec"nstructot1. "Dl)si t i ""ns. Extroma C'"1ro 1TIlJ.st bo oxorciso1. in e;p­

-pro <)'chirtg.J Qefcn"l..~hlo ('rof'.S nC1,rticul<"'.rly ::'.Cl'")SS o-pcm gr'Ulln.. 

Ln".ro".s '·'hero rulDs af ong~gC"fn.ont nrohihitnre::'J firos 'n"t 

reoon by fire, sm'-'11 roconnri~;s-.no::; units sh.-,ulCl. m'vo "I.ell ["',hGn.c1 

of the m",iIi Q0'~Y ensuring thc;,ron, is cL;;.0.r bofnrc the mn.in 

"I)"f1.y is· Hithin sm"11 " . .rms r"DiG. 8rtU"'.Cl.S or "l· .... tol"lns c"n bo u8on. 

to socure f'ClTlr'1",ches to -~~n~('rnus '·'Tor'S ~_uring 0.n,rknf ss pri"r 

t/') tho /'rrivCl.lof the tn"inbo.-'li f'"ftrJr ""."ylight. Un1er no cir­

cumst'n~s'8~u]Jt c;;'"mrii::'nJ,;,:,:~~m--oW'-'tl'j")mscTvQ'S'-t(jbe1)inrioi't ~o\m 

on V.nf··v0r' "1)10 torr"'.in. 
c. ·The i,ri':Lc s-nro,-,rl l")r" ct iCG flf '"'.tt 011 jng crew sorv"r'l we!".n/') ,- s til 

rifle nl,""to'"lU..s is not r.hl"-YS .~.,:Ivis::.ble. 
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• 
Unit8 of the llLT bst m~'chino gUns '~n'l l.'()ckot l~':unchc7:'s o[,1.'ly 

, in tho b;'.ttlu bOQl'uSO they \<Te::,~e rJftn.chQr!. to nlnto0ns 1!fu.ich toJ'01.'a 

ninnml'l.c)\\Ul unilcr cl()sc ruga cnomyf:i.ro; "B,,:il those WCr':P':l!1S poen 

in gGn'~rl1 SU1)Dort, they ,,,..-.,ul"i. h"'vG boon i.,1 the 1.'0'-'1.' ~n", coul~. 

h"'ve boon nos it i0l'l0r1. to nr"lviGG crfcctivo sunport. It must be 

rememboron.· thf't the )11:..60 mn.chinc gun h".s re' significrontly longer 

r"nge th'-'n tho M-16 or tho m(~"iumF ve10cits ".utoIThn,tic wo";::ons uscrl 

by tho cnemy. They Sh0tlH. bo oMnll)Yon. to utilize this r/tvr,ntr>go. 

Naval gunfiro sUT.lT.'ort ships 0"-'1'10'0 roli()rl.:1n to -provi"l.o illunin­

ation. The numbor of roun:'.s :ivr~nn1:Jlo is gro,".tor thr>..n is uBUI!.lly 

~V"dlFl.hle tn -'~.rtil~cry unit s~ 

Li.cutcn"'.nt C,-,l..-.,nol, U. S. U:,rinG Oorns 
... CorrilIlf".tl(l.ing 
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OPERATION OVERLAY 
;:"OR BADGER TOOTH 
~1!1.P REF' ;6442 n. c.i!:RD:lS·1. 7014 
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