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Ref: (a) CTG 79.5 Oplan 120-yr 
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SLF-Bravo After Action Report, Operation BOLD MARINER/RUSSELL BEACH 
BLT 3/26 After Action Report, Operation BOLD MARINER/RUSSELL BEACH­
HMM~l64 After Action Report, Operation BOLD MARINER/RUSSELL BEACH ,~ 

\ """\\ . . t, 
10 In accordance ~~th references (a) and (b) enclosure (1) is submitted ~ I 
herewith together with enclosures (2) and (3) whi'en- amplify-enc16sm-e (1). f t 
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COMBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT (Operation BOLD MARINER/RUSSELL BEACH) Part II 
(Period Commencing 241200H Jan 1969). 

Appendix (a) Operations Overlay 

10 Type of Q-peration. ComWt;i"Search and Destroy'o:p:~);.8:ti:6ri\;~~1:;~l:h"'~iltf&fl. 

2. Inclusive dates and location of the eration. Operation BOLD I"iARINI~R/ 
RUSSELL BEACH was conducted from 2 1200G January-through 091800H February 
1969 in the QUANG BINH SON/QUANG SON TINH Districts of QUANG NGAI Province 
RVNo ' 

3e Group 7905 (Special Landing Force Bravo) Embark~ 
ed 

4. Task Organization 

Task Group 79.5 (Special Landing Force Bravo) 
Battalion Landing Team 3/26 
HMM-164 

Colonel R. R. WILSON 
LtCol J. iV'oP. ROBERTSON 
LtCol R. T. TRUNDY 

5. Mission. Commencing with assumption as CLF for Operation BOLD MARINER/ 
RUSSELL BEACH CTG79$5 provided logistical, personnel and medevac support 
for elements of the Landing Force chopped ashore, in order that BLT 3/26 
could continue operations in conjunction with TF COOKSEY to find, fix and 
destroy enemy forces and fortifications and screen out VC/VCS/VCI in support 
of the Accelerated Pacification Campaign. On order be prepared to conduct 
such other operations as may be directed. 

6. Execution 

a. Part II of Operation BOLD MARINER was conducted in accordance 1dth 
mITP-22 (b). On 241200H January 1969 B'ET 3/26 was chopped OPCON to CG III 
MAF for simultaneous chop to CG A§ffiRICAL DIVISION/CG TF COOKSEY by CTF Seven 
Six Msg 240302Z Jan 69. HMM-164 and the Landing Force Reserve (India Com­
pany (REINF)) were chopped OPCON to CTG 79.5 (Special Landing Force Bravo) 
by CTF Seven Nine Msg 231124Z Jan 69. CTF Seven Nine Hsg 231124Z Jan 69 
assigned Task Force 79.5 the mission for Part II of Operation BOLD MARINER 
as set forth in paragraph 50 Maximum use of all supporting arms was utilized 
throughout the operation including naval gunfire, fixed wing aircraft and 
the artillery batteries organic to BLT 3/26c Supporting arms control and 
coordination was passed to TF COOKSEY concurrent with the OPCON chop of BLT 
3/26. - Psychological warfare techniques were employed to separate VC/VCS/VCI 
during the 
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conduct of the operation. Rice and other food caches captured were turned 
over to QUANG NGAI Prnvince Headquarters who in turn, passed the captured 
food to the Combined Holding Interrogation Center (CHIC) located at BS 672-
735 to help feed the detainees at that center. Prepared leaflets were dor!ep#:;':,'"' 
Red over the operating area urging the population to come forth to the c,:,.'dUD 
prior to launchtng assault elements orl the search and destroy phase of the 
operation. 

b":i;":Go~~,ept. Part II of Operation BOLD ff;i\1INER was a combat search and 
destroy operation conducted with Task Force COOKSEY of the AMERJCAL Division. 
The code name for this phase of the operation was BOLD .. MARINER!RUSSELL BEA.OH. 
The seni()r' Commander was Brigadier General COOKSEY U. S. Army. The mission 
assigned to BLT 3/26 as set fortn by Task Force COOKSEY was to continue to 
constrict the cordon and conduct seatch and destroy operations and to destroy 
all bunkers and other fortitications\iiscovered. All food caches captured 
were to be flown to CHIC and turned over to GVN personnel for use in feeding 
the detainees at that location~ 

Co Operations 

(1) On 24 Jan CTG 79.5 assumed OPCON of HMM-164 and India Company 
3/26 effective at 1200H. CTF 76 passed OPCON of BLT 3/26 to III MAF for 
a simultaneous chop to CG AMERICAL Division/eG TF COOKSEY as of 241200H 
Jan 69. During the period 241200H Jan 69 to 091800H Feb 69 while BLT 3/26 
was under OPCON of CG TF COOKSEY, SLF-Bravo remained in support of Operation 
BOLD Iv1ARINER/RUSSELL BEACH and provided on can logistics;," personnel and 
medevac support to the BLT ashore. 

(2) HM}1-164 helicopters were used extensively during Phase II pri­
marily for daily resupply of BLT 3/26 and for displacement of the BT,T CP 
i'r.om the vic at Hill 110 to the VVhite Beach BSA (BS 758866). Thpr1f':llEi 
companies of BLT 3/26 in the assault continued to constrict the cordon . '"' 
uaily; they conducted detailed searches of all tunnel complexes which 
were found, and destroyed sa.me. All documents, weapons and other ma--'" 
terials of an i~telligence nature that were found were turned over to 
the G-2 of Task Force COOKSEY. When the cordon progressed to PL CHarlie 
BLT 3/26 physically tied in with elements of Task Force COOKSEY and 
launched the final assault on the Batangan Peninsula. Movement was slow 
as numerous tunnel complexes 1~Tere discovered and mines and booby traps ~) 
were emplaced throughout the ··cape. 

(3} Amphibious Withdrawal. CTG 79.5 with concurrence of CTF 
COOKSEY, directed that the Amphibious.Withdrawal commence 050730H Feb. 
On 5 Feb two r'iflc c"'nupanie s were he Ji lif'ted from' de signa ted L2 t s to 
re~mbark aboard ARC" f3hipping anc:'~mhat '4iupport ~tt'1:l of the BLT along 
'\vith i.4 A.PC t sand 9"' tanks of TF COOKS~Y \.:Uillrl1enceu. withdrawal over l-Jhite 
Peach to J:'eembark aboard ARC Bravo shi:ooing. The withdrai.ral of oombat 
support units by surface landing cr~ft of CTG 76.5 was delayed'con­
~iderably due to marginal weather which created difficult wind and surf 
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conditions, existence of a sandbar which may have been built up even more by 
the sea &nd surf conditions, and availability of only a limited number of 
landing craft as a result of mechanical difficulties experienced by several 
craft. The retrograde of all elements of BLT 3/26 was 'completed 091800H Feb. 
'lIlle APC's and tanks of TF COOKSEY were offloaded at CFTT LA!. ThA last two 
~.~its of BLT 3/26 to retrograde from White Beach- were4"Wib;"l;\;ifJ:e 9:.ol'l1panies, 
oner,ifle company was r.e,trograded by helicopter anr &n8 ptfle ¢'ompany with-
dre,,; 01 L~ J. rs. . . 

d. Fire Support Coordination 

(1) On 241200H January 1969 the control and coordination of support­
ing arms for Operation BOLD 11ARINER/RUSSELL BEACH passed from Commander 
Amphibious Task Force, Supporting Arms Coordination Center aboard the USS 
ELDORADO (LeC-11) to Task Force C00KSEY, Fire Support Coordination Center 
located at Fire SUpport Base BllYOD&"t !icinity of BT 545025. southHest of 
CHU LA!. Passage of control ws.s without incident. 

(2) Coordination of supporting arms within the area of operations 
was in accordance with current amphibious doctrine p NWIP-22 (a), III ¥~F 
directives~ pertinent Army and Air Force ~ublications and FM}}f 7-1. At 
no time during the entire course of the of~a~ did a coordination 
pr oblem arise that could not be adjudics.ted by the Fire Support Repre sent­
ative/Liaison Officer of TG 79~5 located at the Tactical Operations center 
of Task Force COOKSEY. 

7c Intelligence 

a. Enemy Situation. Cape Batangan and the immediately adjacent area 
of BINH smT (D) QUANG NGAI (p) had tra.ditionally been an enemy controlled 
area with Viet Cong Local Force units enjoying freedom of movement hamper­
ed only by occasional friendly forays into the area. The area had oeen 
used as a base by the P 31 Local Force Company and 48th Local Force Battal. 
ion, while the 38th Local Force Battalion and 95th Local Force Sapper Com­
pany operated to the south and west of the AO, respectively. In addition 
some 200 village and hamlet guerrillas were suspected to have been within 
the initial cordon zone, along with members of a well organized Viet Cong 
infrastructure. When Part II of Operation BOLD MARINER began there had 
been no positive confirmation of any particular enemy unit within the con~ 
tracted cordon, although it was suspected that elements of at least one 
battalion were trapped on the cape itselfa 

be Enemy Adoption of Capabilitieso The enemy was expected to evade 
friendly forces by hiding in the cave and tunnel complexes reported to be 
in the area and to harrass friendly units with sniping fire and installat­
ion of surprise ;f<iring devices (the setting tff QQoby tra-ps) and mines. It 
was also assumed that he might attempt to ~dthdraw from the area of operat­
ions to (altogether) avoid contact with friendly troops. 

Co Terrain and Weather 

(1) The beach area of the AO was firm sand backed by sand dunes 
sparcely covered with coniferous growth and broken occasionally by culti-
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vated areas and individual or small clusters of houses. The terrain of Cape 
Batangan within the'BLT's cordon was higher than the adjacent lowland paddy 
lands and 1.;ras covered by dry fields defined by dikes and,··hWgerows. The farm 
land fell off in rocky cliffs near the shoreline of the cape. Because of the 
wet weather the earth was muddy but did not significantly hinder foot traffic. 

(2) The weather from 24 to 31 January was mostly fair to partly cloudy. 
That from 1 February until the close of the operation it was mostly cloudy with 
frequent rain showers and wind s~eds to 20 knots. During this period of the 
operation the temperatures varied from a low of 67° at night to a daytime high 
of 87°. 

do Enemy Tactics. Ifith the exception of three minor mortar attacks and 
an antiaircraft fire incident, enemy fire upon friendly units in the AO was 
insignificant. However, friendly units observed and took under fire groups 
of enemy soldiers of up to fifty men in size who were moving in the vicinity 
of the cordon, usually during hours of darkness. Extensive, sturdily con­
structed tunnel complexes and many family btinkers were f""und and destroyed. 
Both civilians and enemy soldiers hid in these to avoid detec:t;.i.\ltt; . .by.:·,.£-:.riandly 
troops. As expected, the enemy had set many mines and booby tra~'G through­
out the area along friendly routes of advance, in dikes, in shrub lineS"11 
a.nd in buhkers and tunnels"these devices accounting for most of the enemy­
inflicted friendly casualties, except for sniper fire, and one of the minor 
mortar attacks causing hlC fr.:Lentily casualties. Typical of the booby traps 
and mines found or detonated 'I"ere homemade devices consisting of tin cans 
and C-4,U~;S.· manufactured hounding mines, and booby-trapped artillery 
rounds. 

e. Intelligencel Support. Three scout dog teams, one interrogation­
translation subteam, and one counter intelligence subteam •• ere provided 
by III MAF. AMERICAL DIVISION provided four interpreters, and a platoon 
of National police Field Forces was obtained from the Combined Holding 
and Interrogation Center (CHIC). Armed Proprogand.t;.,. Teams were avail. 
able on call from CHIC, however{ithey t.ere not used. A Navy Beach Jumper 
Unit loudspeaker team from TG 76.5 provided psyops support. 
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Enemy Casualties 

VC KIA )2 
VC POW 15 
Detainees 2654 

Weapons Captured 

2 - M-1 Carbine 
2 - M .. 2 Carbine 
2 - SKS 
1 - K-44 
1 - LAAW 

]guipment Ca,e,!2±ped 

5 - r~rbine magazines 
5 - BAR magazines 
Misc small arms rds 
6 - homemade bombs 
2 - Bounding mines 
2 - mines 
1 - E-Tool 
Mise 782 gear 
Mise medical supplies 
1 Sewing Machine 
Pots and Pans 
1 Transistor radio 

Food Captured 

Rice - 1550 pounds 
Corn = 1200 pounds 
Salt a 240 pounds 
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8. Communications 

a. On 24 January 1969, Task Group 79.5 assumed Commander Landing Force 
and became communicatiol" coordinator and controller for BLT 3/26. Require­
ments had been laid on by Task Force 79 to maintain communications with Task 
Force 79 and Task Group 7ge4. This was accomplished on existing circuits 
and imposed no problems except radio relay due to non-availability of addition­
al workable radio relay equipment. 

b. A new cor was printed and distributed and 'vent into effect on Chop 
plus 12 hours. Coordination was conducted between Task Force COOKSEY and 
Task Group 79.5 which resulted in a better understanding and utilization of 
existing circuits. 

c. The distance between the LPH and BLT ashore was reduced resulting 
in better communications and quicker helo support aid. This ass,a::.sted in 
establishing a firm, reliable communication linkp not only to the BLT but "~I' 
a.lso to Task Force COOKSEY. The Task Force COOKSEY TAe Net was a covered 
VHF .'equirement with a separation between units of up to 25 miles. 

d. On Chop + 1, BLT 3/26 moved radio circuits into a command LVT-C 
thereby establishing a stable radio central and utilizing stable amtrac 
power for all circuits. 

eo At 1200, 8 February, TG 79.5 secured SLF TAC net and assumed net ~(~,,,,.,, 
control on BLT TAC net due to change of BLT command post to LPH-10o 
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Aspects of this operation which are considered worthy Qf comment and 
analysis include; the initial establishment of the cordon; movement in 
closing the cordon once it was establishedj dealing with civilian detainees 
and prisoners and maximizing the value of intelligence gleaned from them, 
and the difficulties encountered during the withdrawal. ~ 

a. ResistaRce to the landiDg was not expected and plans called for 
placing assault waves on the cordon line spaced out at intervals of 250 
to 300 meters between heliteams~ This enabled the cardon to be established 
ii{BLT 3,/26 i IS zone extremely rapidly ~ and in fact the cordon was in place 
within a period of two-(2) hours. The same cannot be said about the 
cordon on either fl'Ulk of BL'l' 3/26 however p and the delay in setting the 
cordon on the southern flank especially may have resulted in a failure to 
trap all possible el'lemy forces within the cordolJ.. Speedy aad c0:mplete 
establi!!hment of a cerdon is considered to be essential to suc.cess of this 
type of operation. 

b. Once establi~hed ~ the cordeR closed $lowly and predictably. Slow 
clQsing was necessar.y for careful and thorough searChing of an area. How= 
ever~ it also provided time to the enemy forces to emplace mines and booby 
traps, and as time passed the scheme of maneuver was to become obvious to 
the enemy. Deliberate and methodical closing of a cordoR and search of an 
area must be weighed against the advantage~which accrue to the defenders 
in such a situation~ and net be permitted to unnecessarily restrict a unit 
from applying combat pg~er in probes against known or suspected enemy con~ 
centrations within a cordon. 

c. Of the many hundreds of detainees and somewhat fewer prisoners pro= 
cessed by BLr 3/26, a few provided information ~f military value Q This 
usually was extracted by interrogators 'at' CHIC , rather that at the BLT level. 
Some pieces of ·informationheld forth promise of pointing out locations of 
mines ~d tunnel complexes in the area. Although several areas were suspected 
to be mined and bQ0by=trapped their exact locatio~s were' not known. Therefore 
~ detaj~ee who said that he knew the location of mines p booby traps or 
tunnels should have been retained at BB level to point them out p om the ground, 
without delay. In addition it may be possible to detect the location 6! mines 
and booby traps by keeping some detainees with front line units~ as they m0ve 
forward, by observing where they walk~ how they reactp etc. It is fairly well 
established that indigenous personnel in an area know whe~e the mines and booby 
traps "are" placed. U~e of detaine€8 in the manner described could re~ult in 
fe"Jer frj.endly casualties, 
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d. The withdrawal was fraught with difficulties due largely to severe 
weather conditions making boat operatiens extremely difficult if not hazardeus. 
The limited number of boats available in ARG shipping was further reduced 
bY' mechatrlcal failures. In add~tion» a coJlllllitment to meve TF COOKSEI ta.J1k1 
and APCls in amphibious shipping was entered into by CATF. This task required 
the efft!>rts of ARG Bravo for a period of approximately tour (4) days. l'llieft 
ccmbinedwith conditions of sea and surf which greatly reduced the speed of 
surface operations this effort on-behalf of US Army forces delayed the with­
drawal of BLT 3/26 by-approxi.mately two (2) days. Under the circuDustances this 
delay caused unaeces~aryhardship to two rifle companies which had to land 
twenty=fwr hours after beimgwithdran, instead of having had a suitable pericxi 
of time to rehab. Under different Circumstances the delay eccasioned by the 
lift of Army forces could have had far more serious and far-reaching affects. 
It goes without saying that any commitment:. which affects CATFls capability- to 
support the Landing Force nru3t be thoroughly analyzed by Alcon. In addition 
mechanical condition of landing craft must be carefully monitored in the face 
of an almo3t total reliance on helicopters if our ability to conduct a sur~ 
face lift is to be maintained in fact as well as in name. 
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