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SUMMARY 

Among the o~servations during the trip the two most- important 
involved the large Star'Iightoperatlon south of Chu La!, and a study 
of the activity in the populous area south of Danang, whence so much 
critical publicity grew two weeks ago. These two topics will be d1s­
cussed first.--

.Qperat1on Starlight. The attack on the Van Tuong complex on 18-21 
August had broad significance. First, 1t exhibited once agaIn the I 
groat V,alue of intelligence, pnrticularly that which comes to the Ma- A1 \ 
rines from the people as a result of our civic action efforts. It was' T'\) , 
the Vietnamese who warned us repeatedly of the large enemy concen- I 

tration in the Van Tuong area. This, corroborated by ARVN intelligence 
and by information coming from sensitive sources, pinpointed the tar-
get precisely. Second, Starlight exhibited that a firm, sea-based 

I ' 
pos1t1on, such as Chu Lai, possesses dual virtue.--It posed a threat 
which induced the va to mass to destroy 1t, while providing us a 
secure base for an air/sea attack on the VC force. Third, it reminded 
us that in close combat with () resolute enemy force of combined arms, 
we arc g01ng to have to e;:pect cclsualUes, as was true in Korea and 
World War II. 

", The tactics used at Van Tuong are worthy of de'scr1ption. They 
were complex, well coordin,lted, and based upon effective use of the 
sea both as a base and as factor in the encirclement. 
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It is a complex of tilled He!ds separat~d by six foot hedgerows. 
About 30 per cent is uncultivCtted, rocky and covered with dense un­
der9rowth. There arc about a dozen hamlets on the peninsula, includ­
ing several devoted to fishin9. 

The tactical plan had one Marine company moving overland from 
the north during the precedin~; night to act as a blocking force, and a 
battalion landIng by helicoptnr shortly after dawn simultaneously with 
a battalion landing ovor the beach in amphibIan vehicles. 

) 
) 

The idea was to compross the enemy by the advancing seaborne \ 
and heliborne forces, driving them northward and eastward where they 
would be caught between the blocking force and the seacoast. 

........ 
OIlL£CM '00-88&) 

W!fI{;ii~ 
GALVESTON 'CLG- SI 

....c.. 
PRICHETT 'OO-!>61) 

• BA'I'FIELD( APA· 331 .... 

The operation developed generally as planned. Having been 
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conceivod 1n great secrecy and 1n the space of only three days, there 
were no leaks, and the enemy waG actually surprised. A force of 
about 150 VC, stationed in the seacoast area, withdrew as the sea .. 
borne force mO'led 1n, offering sporadic resistance. Likewise the 
heliborne force encountered only light resistance during its in1tHH 
landing. 

It had to be quickly obvious to the vc that they were in a vise, 
and they reacted in two ways; first they fought back with vigor, using 
effectively an extensive system of fixed emplacements; and second, 
some of them set about escaping the trap. 

The physical nature of the area made our own movement difficult. t;l, 
The hedgerows contained many emplacements, fighting holes and tun- ~ 

nel entrances, all of which favored the defender.! 

During the first day the Marines moved slowly ahead, under 
heavy 'supporting: fires delivered by air, naval gunfire and artillery. 
The artillery, incidentally, was divided 1n two elements, one 1n the 
landing area itself (1 07mm howtar) and the remainder in the Chu Lai 
area proper' (l55mm). 

The enemy resisted stubbornly, exhibiting ade~uate ammunition 
stocks and a good array of armament--small arms, automatic weapons, 
mortars and recoilless rifles. As the Marines advanced,through their 
positions many of the VC went into the ground, moving through the 
very extensive tunnel system. Subsequently they would reappear be­
hind our lines, and there werr~ snipers in and around the regImental 
command post ten hours after the landing began. In several cases the 
by-passed enemy dolivered anti-tank fire against our tracked vehicles, 
immobilizing five of them in une locality about a mile behind' the fore­
most forces. 

The extent to which the VC haC'i dug in the area 1s exemplified 
by the fact that 1n onn cave '!lere found 143 civilians, two dead VC and 
one wounded ve. Tho civilians, ten-1f1ed and hungry I were fed by the 
Marines, and were supplying our forces intelligence before noon of the 
first day. 
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By early afternoon, th8 sitUdtion looked about like this: 
.. - -. ---_ ...... _--------, 

GALIIESTON (ela- 31 

....m:. 
PRICHETT (OD·~611 

~ ... ~. 

As is evident, a gap had dev010ped between the two advancing 
battalions. To fill the void and to maintain the momentum, three com­
panies of the Special Landing Force, part of which had just arrived on 
the scene, were landed and enterod directly into the action. 

Preceding the onset of darkness, there were two attempts by VO \)' 
units of about company size to escape. One tried to work its way down 
to tho beach--perhaps to evacuate by water 1n the many fishing boats 
that are there, or perhaps to go into the numerous caves along the sea-
side cliffs. In any event, these were taken under fire by USS Galveston, 
and the great bulk of the group were killed. ' 

Another unit attempted to filter out to the northwest and were 
caught 1n the open by a rocket/napalm attack from 1 st Wing aIrcraft, 

. not much more than 100 yards from our own forward elements. These, 
too, were mostly killed. One survivor--taken prisoner at the time, 
asserted that he was all that remained of his company. 
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Meanwhile the remaining enemy continued to resist the advance 
with much determination. Quarters were so close that helicopters en­
gaged 1n evacuation and supply were under accurate fire and, at the 
end of the day, almost every helicopter had several holes. Only one 
was destroyed. 

By nightfall the enemy had been compressed further, with his 
back to the ocean. The night was not eventful, and the attack was 
resumed 1n the morning, after a good one-hour preparatory air, artil­
lery and naval gunfire attack. 

.J 

N'" r t 
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........ 
ORLECM (00-806) 

w~ 
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....... 
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.ar.. 
TALLADEGA I APA- 208) 

Resistance grew as, the morning wore on, and as t,he pocket of 
enemy was further compressed. The enemy fought stubbornly from the 
maze of foxholes, and strong points in the hedgerows; and we con .. 
tinued to suffer casualties from conc,~aled snipers, Another escape 
attempt toward the beach gaV1) naval gunfire a point blank target, while 
the advancing forces seized Van fuong village and overran what was 
evidently the headquarters of a large' VC unit, based on the extent 
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of the communication installation. Nightfall found the VC confined to 

two small pockets squoezedogainst the sea. On the third day these 

pockets were eliminated, and the painstaking task of policing the bat­

tlefield began:--inspecting cav€'s and tunnels, sealing them up gath­

ering material, and counting and burying the enemy dead. 

OIM eM (00 - e86) 

GALVESTON (el,C)-') ...... 
P~ICHETT (00" ~(1) 

The mop-up task was continued on the fourth day, employing 

one Marine and two V1etnamese battalions. With the sweep half 

done, some 599 bodies had been counted, and it would be hard to es­

, umate how many more deud were 1n the underground areas. 

There were 106 prisoners takon, of whom the number of true VC 

was not yet known. Howevor, the information coming from them was 

already substantial. From the intorrogations, it was confirmed that the 

enemy unit was the 1 st VC Regiment, an~ that its four battalions were 

all 1n the battle area. One prisoner stated that they had orders to at­

tack Chu La! at 0700 on the 19th. Another reported having participated 

in sand table rehearsals of ~he attack plan on a mock ... up. The prisoners 
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repoatedly underscored tho decimation of the VC force and the paralyzing 
effect of our supporting arms. Ono prIsoner expn~ssed respect for the 
courage of the Marino infulltrymon but said that the thing that tore them 
up the most was our close air support delivered in such near proximity 
to the front lines. 

!\ concluding pOint , which I feel is meaningful for every Marine-­
The principal ground units in Starlight were three battal1ons--3/3 from 
Okinawa, 2/4 from Hawaii and 3/7 from California. The operation, 
complex in the extreme, was three days in planning, and the units com­
ing from three different parts of the world sUll experienced no coordina-

r ' .' t10n problems whatever. Their procedures, techniques and systems 
'. were all the same. Coming out of a slngle time-tested mold, such as . j ',' in this case, marks the troops as professional. 
, ", 

:..... ... ! ---..-.---7' 

"." ., i ", 

\ 

\ 

I' .' ~ i' "" , 

( 

Press Criticism of Marine T~ctic*s. --One pro)ect of the visit was to 
look critically at the problem of the unfavorable press image resulting 
from our operations south of Danang ten days ago. What we may have 
done wrong tactically, where we erred in relations with the press, and 
what needs to be done in the future were the prime questions under-
lying our observations. . .. 

i • 
I visited the area south of the Oa de Song River where the pub-

liCised incidents occurred; talked to Marines who were--and are-­
involved there; talked to Vietnamese Civilians and military; looked at 
that fraction of the region which is now under our control, and talked 
to several newsmen. 

Significant things that I saw were these;--first, the villages of 
this densely populated coastal region are different from the average 
Vietna'mese village. Where it is common for villagers to erect some 
protective shelters, as refuge against the fighting between the Gov­
ernment and the Viet Cong, the shelters in this area are intricately 
organized with sensible military defensive works;- ... trenches, bunker 
type weapons positions, interconnecting tunnels, and obstac.les. We 
brought back many photographs of these installations. 

Second, much of this defensive construction is new--apparently 
having been developed in the la st two months. 

Third, this area has bean under nominal VC influence for some 
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time, largely uncontested by the qovcrnment, and has supplied impor­

tant quantities of foodstuff s to thu Viot Cong / not to speak of providing 

a convenient intelligence cntroe into the Danang area. 

Fourth, the people are, 1n a substantial measure, identified with 

the Viet Cong, becauso tho arc a has been under communist control for ' i 

a long timo, and because many village youths have been impressed 

1nto VC service. 

, ,,-

Finally I crediting the ARVN intel11gence, the provincial ,and dis ... 

trict inte1l1gence, as well as our own, there are more Viet Cong forces 

in the area than there were two months ago. 
~ 

I 
All of this generates a basic conclusion that the Viet Cong have 

no intention of relinquishing the area; that they are mindful of the 

critical loss they would suffer in foodstuffs and the consequent bene­

fits we will real1ze 1n population control as our enolaves grow. I be-

, 'J" lieve the Viet Cong are going to present us with a rough guerrilla 

problem 1n the area, to the full extent of their capabilities. 

~ 
• • A .... 

'J j " 

, F 

( 

I' 

With this as a backdrop I I looked as carefully as I could into the 

techniques which our people have used, keeping in mind that our pur­

pose is to help the CVN bring peace and security bacJ< to the area; 

that ki1l1ng Viet Cong is only one element in achieve~ent of that purpose; 

that their capture or their surrender are to be preferrea ln'the end, be­

cause of their connection with non-combatants or quasi-combatants; 

and finally that the good will of the people needs quickly to be earned, 

if for no other reason because of the valuable intelligence they can 

provide. 

I reviewed the progress of Morjne operations to date in'the pop­

ulous areas, not only around Dnnang but around Phu Bai, Chu La! and 

Qui Nhon also. The basic: tactic omployed has been uniform, involving 

this sequence of act1ons:--on~cr the hamlet as peaceably as possible; 

make known to the hamlot chi\)f and the elders that we are there to 

secure the area against Vl(;t Cong depredation, to free the villagers 

from terror and extortion, to support the local Popular Forces elements, 

and to bring such help as the hamlet chief needs and wants in the way 

of civic actton. 

The key point here, uS relates directly to the Cam Ne incident 

which was dramatized in tho rros s, 1s the' expression above-- "enter 

the 'hamlet as peaceably as pcssible". Our forces have been able to 
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, enter scores of hamlets, in all thrci or,i;)a\CS, without shooting, and 
have been able quickly to set about the sut'sl::qucnt civic action steps. 
These are the areas where Viet Con<,:! influence was less extensive at 
the outset. Our relationships with the peOi)le in these areas have be­
come warm very quickly, our civic action effortB have flourished, the 
popular Forces have grown stronger, and ut-eiul intelligence has come 
to us in a growing flow. As best I can detcrmin.3, this category now 
extends to over thirty villages, compriSing som€! 90 hamlets and 
about 50/000 people. 

y-'" '-'-'~hen there are the villages where we have been obliged to fight 
the VC in order to enter. The Le My villagc complex--which has been 
seen by some who may read this surnmary--was one. Four Marines 
were killed tand 13 wounde~ in clearing the VC from Le My. Twenty 

j 

Viet Cong were killed and, incidentally/some dwellings were burned 
too. The Le My people were frightened, suspicious--or even hostile ..... 
at the beginning. Consequently, the reestablishment of peace took 
longer, but the same cycle was still pursued by the Marines and, in 
about six weeks, a reasonably normal society emerged,with an enthu­
Siastic, Marine":trained Popular Forces element and a growing economt. 

, , 
Most important, our! support and our civic action efforts began to gen-, 
erate intelligence";'-intell1gence coming from the same diffident or 
antagonistic people whom our men encountered on the first day. We 
have now had this experience with nbout 15 villages of some 4S ham­
lets, including perhaps 25, 000 people. Or, put another way I there 
now are some ten Le My type activities in progress simultaneously in 
the III MAF. 

Today Le My is on its own feet. Marines no longer occupy its 
defenses. Its own Popular Force units provide local security, and the 
economy is flourishing. Our forces have moved on--with the concur­
rence of the village chief and elders, who are confident that they can 
now provide their own security. Marine pCltrols visit the area only 
occaSionally, and their popularity 1s manifest whenever they appear. 

\ -" l.,....-._....-...--

The area around the hamlet of Cam Ne (4)--scene of the publicity 
two weeks ago--fa115 1nthe Le My category, and the reglon is already 
showing evidence of following the same pattern as its predecessors. 
In other words, the loss of property--even the loss of life--seems not 
to have anywhere near the impact on the people as does the prospect 
of security. Visible everywher~ is the ,fact that the greatest drive that 
these war-surfeited peasants have IS their hung81 for peace and secu­
rity. To the extent that we give thc!m thiS, wo harvest the whole bag-­
loyalty, support / intelligence • 
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To test my own observations, 1 asked General Thi, Commander 

of the 1 Corps, how we could pos slbly ever have anything but hatred 

from a Vietnamese woman whose house we had burned down. His an­

swer deserves reflection. He said, "Remember, the va probably kid­

napped the woman's son and have been extorting rice from her too. In 

exchange she has gotten nothing but promises. She hates the VC and 

. will sacr1fice a lot to be rid of them. She knows what peace is, and 

if you bring it to her, she is likely to blame everything on the VC and 

thank you 1n the end. II 

'I hope General TM is right. Certainly, we have some evidence 

that would tend to support him. Put another way, I beHeve the Marines' 

tactics are correct, and that they are proving successful. 

Now, as to the specif1c incident at the hamlet of Cam Ne (4). '1 

showed the CBS film cUps to several of the people who took part. Their 

conclu~lons. were that the film report was faotually inaccurate in nu .. 

merous places, and worse, that it was contr~ved to give a distorted 

picture. A careful analysiS has been prepared, ·documented by signed 

statements from those involved. It substantiates that the fUm report 

was indeed Inaccurate:--almost inexplicably so. 
. 

I beHeve that the earlier reports from In MAP outlining the rea .. 

sons behind the Marine actions at Cam Ne (4) stand ltp well under 

close examination, and I believe that the validity of 'their tactics is 

g01ng to be underscored by the success in civic action which is now 

being realized. 

As to our relaUons with the press, I think we have erred 1n seek­

ing to defer completely to their desires, and in allowino them essentially 

unrestricted entry into the combat area. The CBS man who filmed the 

Cam Ne incident came to Danang in a clvilian aircraft, hired a vehicle, 

and went to war on his own. He never made his presence known to III 

MAF I nor did he have to do so. This degree of license is intolerable, 

and CG III MAF is going to recommend to COMUSMACV that a uniform 

policy be instituted which requires a newsman to report in to the local 

operational commander bafore venturing into a combat area. This will 

help a little, but not much. Beyond this, the authorities of the opera­

tional commander need to be clearly spelled out, formally and at a very 

hlgh level. The newsmen are going to fight any restraint whatever, and 

the commander on the spot deserves to know Just how much backlng he 

is going to have 1n any situation. 
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111 Marine ~!!!pp1b10US Force 

General. The Force has progroB sed / 111 every partIcular, with a rapidity 

that would be hard to visualize without seeing it. In six short weeks 

~ its logistio base has matured / its operations have increased in scope 

V
~ 7 and variety, and the results are beginning to mount up. A few statis-

lJ tics: 

.. . 'I' ,.t ••• 

, .. 
" 

I'" ". 

:':{~ 
.:. 

i . I 

I 

• I 

, ....... .., .-=. * 

, I 
\! 

, . ' .• ~. ! 

Enemy killed in past six weeks- B27 

enemy captured in past six weeks -153 

Tet air sorties flown - 3374 

Helioopter air sorties flown - 2S ,482 

Villages in which oivio action projects are now in' progress - 68 

Persons given medi.cal treatment - 28,750 

Popular Foroes units trained -10 companies, 16 platoons 

Actions in the three Marine enclaves, while expanding in all cases, 

are quite dissimilar: j 
, 

.' 
The Phu Bai Enolave: The Marine units are patrolling aggressively in the 

hinterland, establishing ambushes and seeking' otherwise to keep the Viet 

Cong on the defensive. Their main effort, however, 1s in the oounterin­

surgency field which they are pursuj.ng with vigor and good effect. 

They have gone to work in five major village complexes! undertaking 

to win the confidence of the people through civic actioni--medical, educa­

tional, engineering, Popular Forces training and the general provision of 

security. Marines have undertaken to learn the Vietnamese language and 

to convince the natives that they are in fact there to provide them with 

tranquillity and not to exploit them. 

The Popular Forces units in the area, numbering siX platoons, have 

been organized into a combined action company along with four squads of 

regular Marine infantry. It 1s commanded by a Marine lieutenant who is 

a Vietnamese linguist. The company lives together, shares the same food 

and operates as a unit. The Marines have given the Popular Forces ele­

ments good basic training and with it the pride and confidence which is 
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born of professional competenc,~. 

The results have been remarkable. The units of the company 

spend every night in the field patrolling or ambushing Viet Cong routes 

of approach into the villages. The villages have consequently begun 

to enjoy a degree of peaoe which they have not seen for a long time. 

The Popular Foroes elements have schooled the Marinel in the ways of 

the people, as well as in the language, while the Marines have taught 

the Popular Forces something of the Marine approach to oombat. 

Now the villagers in the Phu Bal area charge the Marines no more 

for the things U\ey buy than they would a Vietnamese. They confide 

seorets to us concerning Viet Cong and Viet Cong sympathizers and they 

willingly undertake to find out information which is of interest to our 

forces;--and they do all this without apprehension as to reprisals from 

the Viet Cong. 

Meanwhile, the Marine battalion has established a sound rapport 

with the ARVN forces in the area. Indeed, I watched a combined ARVN/ 

Marine artillery shoot which was well executed, and was built around 

the Marines reinforcing the fires of the ARVN unit, rather than the 

reverse. 
• 

All in all, the actions of the Marines at Phu Saliare very near to 

a model of military counterinsurgency. . ,! 

The DananS{ Enclave,. This 1s the logistic heart of the Marine operation 

in Vietnam. The improvements achieved in the past six weeks are oreat. ' 

The deluge of people and .things which has descended on this area in the 

'. ·past three months is beginning to be sorted out and to make its presence 

felt. The Force Logistic Support Group 1s commenclnq to discllarqe its 

function effectively. It is moving to new and more efficient quarters and 

promises soon to be in a sound state for support of the logistic operation 

of III MAP. The Group is 1n personnel trouble in the form of certain spe­

oial1lts such as warehousemen and ordnance technicians. We must find 

the necessary people and 'Jet them to Danano as 800n as possible. 

The transceiver system between the Force Logistic Support Group 

and the logistic support units in the other enclaves is not working. WhUe 

the teohnioal problems are in process of be~no solved, we cannot wait and 

must move immediately to a push supply sY$tem in every commodity where 

it is possible to do so. 
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The requisition fill rate is now standinq et somewhere around 35 

per cent, which is an improvement over slx weeks ago, and there 18 

every reason to oonclude that it wlll continue to go uphill. 

The Pananq East light nlrcraft faoility II nearlnq completion. It 

is a superior product. MAG-I 6 w111 900n be, moving and will thus re­

duce the con;estion at Danano main field. 

The qargantuan project to get hawk missiles on top of Monkey 

Mountain is just about to bear fruit. The site end the aocess road ere 

nearing completion, and hawks should be on the mountain top in about 

a week. One has to see the engineering feat to appreciate it. 

Construction of semi-permanent logistio facUlties to meet the 

coming winter season is going forward rapidly, but not rapidly enough. 

FooUngsare being poured for Butler buildings and many Butlers have 

already begun to grow. It is not likely that we can get many more 

buildIngs oonstructed before the rains begin than we have already on 

site: however, the eventual need for Butler structures will probably be 

1n the order of 50 more than we now have on hand. We must get these 

buUdings to Vietnam as soon as we can. 

Meanwhile a quick fix for the coming monsoon: is the standard 

Army canvas maintenance shelter, of which we now ~ave five. They 

are popular and we should purchase another 20 at once and get them 

into the hands of the Division' and Wing. 

The last time I visited Danang was the day of the Viet Cong attacK 

on the airfield. Since that day much has been done to improve the local 

airfield security situation. A system of perlmeter lighting has been in­

stalled. Many native structures which were very near to the perimeter 

fence have been purchased by the Vietnamese government and cleared 

away, thus increasing our fields of fire. Unfortunately this progress 

has not been uniform on the whole of the airfield perimeter; however, the 

project Is moving forward slowly and the security against infiltration 1s 

certainly much better than it was six weeks ago. In this regard, on the 

night of 17 August there'was an attempt to enter the perimeter in its south­

west corner. The Marines in the area detected the movement and killed 

two VC in our wire. 

Two aspects of airfield security have Been little progress. They 

are both critical. The first derives from the proximity of the field to 
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Danang City and its environs. Thora eire probably 180,000 people living 

within mortar range of the airfiold I and it would be impossible to prevent 

the Viet Cong from getting a mortar into one of the native houses, setting 

.it up quickly at night and than delivering mortar fire on the field. This 

, .,"'41"'"V 
I , 

is a constant fear, and the Marine battalion which 1s responsible for local 

airfield defense continues to pr es s the Vietnamese to search houses con­

t1guo\1s to the airfield perimete". Our troops accompany the Vietnamese 

forces who conduct these searches but we do not go into the houses. Even 

with the increased surveillance there 1s still a considerable hazard. 

" ~,{. 

The other area of apprehension relates to the large number of naUve 

contractor's workmen on the airfield proper, involved in such tasks as 

building the second runway. Ec\ch is a potential sabotage hazard for whioh 

there is no comilete solution. The contractor has to have laborers and any 

one of the laborers can be a Viet Cong (and some probably are). Each could 

transport elements of demolition charges aboard the base 1n some form with­

out being detected I and I sooner or later I th~re should be incidents of sabo­

tage. 
I' 
I' 

Marine air elements are crowded on the Danang field. This crowd1ng 

will be relieved somewhat by the removal of the light aircraft when Danang 

East 1s finished and, of course 1 will be improved greatly when the second, 

runway is finished. 

Offensive operations in the Danang enclave continue to expand 1n 

all directions, accompanied by an aggressive civic action program. 

, .• , Patrols and ambushes, moving as far as fifteen or twenty miles to the 

west and northwest I have succeeded in keeping the enemy off-balance and 

causing him to move into the mountains. To the southward operations are 

proceeding slowly in the face of the many problems posed by the heavily 

populated area south of the Ca de Song. These operations have been dis­

cussed earlier 1n connection with the discussions of press relations. 

Suffice to repeat here I the formula appears to be working. and requires 

!' IJ only time and patience to mature. The best way to measure the progress 

J.J71 Z, ,in this particular area would be to reflect that six weeks ago the Marines I 

~, ' influence extended only to the south airfield fence. Beyond that point 

, there was strong question as to whether the va or the ARVN were 1n the 

ascendency. Now ,our influence extends generally to a distance of four 

mUes south of the airfield and, 1n this area, there is a qood measure of 

( 

,I:' peace and security. In a ~elative sense I reflecting on the whole of 

Vietnam as the battle field, this might be considered slow progress. In 

an absolute sense, however, and looking at the improvement in the local 

situation 1n six weeks, progres s could well be regarded as rapid. 
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The Chu La1 Enclave. Logistic stability is coming to this area at a 

steady rate. By the onset of the northeast monsoon there should be a 

reasonably protected unload1n~1 area for LS'1'9 and LOUs, contiguous to 

the logistic support unit. Th1E unit, incidentally, is ideally laid out 

and is efficient in its operation. It 1s a model of the function for which 

it was designed, Like the others, it is in need of certain cr1t1callogis .. 

tics personnel which we should get to them without delay, 

The expeditionary airfield Is holding up well. A precautionary 

inspection of the northern 2500 feet of subgrade 1s just about completed. 

It was feared that this I having been laid down with an inferior grade of 

laterite / might not stand up under the winter rains. It has been carefully 

inspected and improved wh~re necessnry. The projeot is almost oompleted. 

The runway is smooth and has withstood the oonstant pounding of 

daily jet and transport aircraft operations which now aggregate over 3000 

take offs and land~ngs, The tnxl·way, constructed of the older M9Ml 

and M9M2 matting types demands more maintenance and is less satis­

factory. However, it is adequate for the purpose. 

Tactical operations 1n the Chu La! area have been oircumscribed by 

the shortage of forces. While the program of day and night patrols and 

ambushes has been intensive I and while our influence has been extended 

1n all directions, there is a critical need for more forces. We need to 

move further westward toward the Doxa area ~ to drive' the' VC into the 

mountains and thus increase the security of the field. Also we need to 

move south and link up with the ARVN forces in the area around Quang 

Nga1 City. This cannot be accomplished with the troop levels now 1n the 

enclave. For example I in ordor to undertake the Starlight operation it was 

necessary seriously to compromise the security of the rest of the Chu Lai 

area I as well as to bring 1n temporary reinforcements from Danang. On 

this basis General Walt is opposed to the continuation of our local security 

commitment 1n the Qui Nhon a1 ea, much less to its increase, as has· 

recently been proposed. 

Our air operations from the Chu Lai field are proceeding smoothly. 

They want for nothing in the way of material or equipment and are con­

cerned only about the status of the Class VA support. In this regard, it 

is less a matter of tons of bombs and rockets than 1t is a matter of de­

livery of complete components. For instance I a shipment of bombs was 

recently received without fins I which means that the bombs were useless 

until the fins could be procured. Bombs have also arrived without fuzes, 

or without the necessary screw-in phlgS to permit their attachment to the 
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bomb racks t Here again, the homb 1s useless until the full component is 

available. What 1s needed 1s a predictable delivery of total ordnance 

components. 

Preparations are under Wi\y to receive the 100 helicopters of MAG-36 

when they arrive on the 31st of this month j Such things as food, fuel, 

ordnance and Similar support wil~ be waiting, but the group is going to 

have to set itself up u s1 ng 1 ts own re source s • 

Preparetions arc alflo beintJ mndo to roceive the 2d LAAM battalion 

in the Chu Lai erea. Battery positions have been selected which w1l1 give 

l\ feir I although not 1deell, covorago for the airfield and the related logistio 

1netalloUons. 

·lh" Qu1.Nhon.EDQ1~vo t, Tho 2d Ilnttalion, 7th Marines, plus ft detaohment 

of HMM-161, are ~st8bl1Bhed in the Qui Nhon enolave, oonduoting patroll 

... ,,.. and ambushes I and a Vigorous counterinsurgenoy and clvic action campaign. 

\ ... 

The area, at least 80 far as our troops are concerned, is quite tran­

quil. They have killed no more thnn a dozen VO, despite aggressive day 

and n10ht effort. TheIr civic action program is outstanding; fully as qood 

as that under way at Phu Bal, clnd the results are equal1¥ good. The natives 

provide intelligence on every hand, and exhibit warm ~oyalty toward our 

people. ; 
" 
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, : Tranaistion from 3dMuIlJ~.V to F:vtFPac (Forward) respon$i~'i!ity 

.:i,~;+.·~of aU, Okinawa based act1vit~Cls t(,ol< ')l.<",ce smoothly on 20 l\~'(!uzt • 
. ,!:-'f'.;, ' " 

.i:;L~j,f' - ~,C:,' • 

'W~~f, .:jVhile the number of me:l w::'Iich was ul~1mately determin;)d we 

';~~dwou14,retain in Okinawa for blr.e ~':;'...\Oport is austere (74 officers and 

:;(1i:;i 448 .nlisted men) the Oar.i.c:brmu;a '~ives evory promise of worl<!.ng 

":c" 'effict:¥ntlY •. ' 

.L.::,f" ':.J; Iranat'pt Facility. Tha T::-o . .n.slo:n:; fi;\I.:;1l1ty 1s opera.ting well, :'laving 

,~,!t' 'i(already handled about 40C') P('C;?:.c. rt ins a. rapid procosSi:.lr s'1zt"m 

~ .... , ~:t:for bOtb inooming and out~'()tr:; p~r::.o;mel and it cares for ,:111 c.f their 

f&,~~h'l;inee'd:'sn"Oml'tly and efiic).e:"]tl;,·. .:.::~ c:ap~bility in terms of numbers is, 

x .. ' .):: inoreasing ral'idly and ther!;~ 1;; re r,.o' s".;:,r1ous imped1mt.::1t in tho way of . 

. , " '-parryln; out the progrurn [\,5 'W .~ no~"v er'lvis!\qc it II 

,,~ 
."" 

39 P9tsae §ervloe ReCli~r'.9nt. '.:: :13 ',e'! FSR is heavily en~aged in p::"ovision 

01 support for III MAF. . ~f,::1te i al reqL,iring high echelon mai:1~:enanoe 1s 

beglnnlnq to arrive in sU::'nt' . ,; ~lutntit1es from Vietnam .... nd is r.e­

paited rapidly. Meanv:'hL~~', '.:r-;. c::i'.·ice thet an item.1s be~ng :::-cturnecl . 

from· 'Vietnam for high ':~-:~':'::~~J)' .,;~.;;.,nte:1D,nCe I a simllaritem ~.!'; ~.ssued 

from.'stocl( (if availu.bic,) \ j.~h ;:t 'wil ... tin~ the arrival ,of -en'!) :::--Jken down 

matetial.·· Sy this toc,:.:liq cCl,'>,C' Jd "SR ahsorbs the ir:1pect. while the 

foroes in Vietnam ar:: :,,~p~; up ,.) ,,::nlJ gt:1 •. All hands ·e.re pleased with' 

the • J'roqram • . ,,', 

;' 'l'he3d FSR is i!'lper!l~'l11'')J tro\;'Jle, d'Je to necessc,::-j' tr.:'lnsfers 

'of personnel to Vietn,:'\~T. .• ~'hi:~.;:.wt .. cn will abate somevv'ni;,t ',J.",on 

arri~l of the detachme'1ts or "~:'~ 1 ,:t .:'SR and 1 st Serv;l,cc Bi',~:V:.:on in 
'th 'f t ~,rr ~, ... , ,,~,. :, ~ j t:' f'\'''', I .. j" l~' It; '" , .. ~ " C! ... j'" .~ .. (':'I.,) :" 

. e near u ure. .V.Cr,ll,,\ 11.. .... , ;" .. :).J~-.. , S 0 .. ope.~"tJ.on.~ I rr;.a .. 1..~ .. J .... nce, 

';.".'~" .' ~'.'~' .l)~: 
" ".~:. 

,:r' , :: 

Jacxing, crating, shi."·)in.J .C~" ~. ere ~:ll $uZfering, It is ess(C-tLal that 

we ~t the 3d FSR ~.ts C\cl~iit!.o:~i"J ci·"Eiar:. personnel ceiling a.s soon as 

possible. ThIs should b~ P'):~' ;:F~:1 or: an emerge:1cy bas:s. 

.' 
M.ste~ let Complex. The Mo .~':7<\I ClOr.i:ield site was visited in compa~? 

with the resident cngL1ear. '1 liSt!' .~.s no questio!l but that a rt:-:1.way of 

, about 7500 feet, with 500 fpc. ~""C~;-'·'l.:H~, ca.n be instaHecl w',~·.hout 

" I \qre$ttrouble. In d:..SCU6S;.O···.:·~ (';~ R':f.':;OM, he exp::-ess:?c;' i.l he-Uno 

.~, It . that: We should U.,e th,.~ 1,) ;;::11.:: ,",'. "1.' ::il!;h~~ t:,c:-.n. MC";~oou b~'C~'HVl 'the;€­

L .. 'r 1$ more room at Ie Shr"n. ll~::·.· :;,,;' 'n encroaohment, one ~~ . .!;;:lt·.SQl the:' 

cotnstructton coulc b0{;,(·C'.)Il\~" .. '. se'" . t lcr:sc!." engln'::lering <::I,,":~. 
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We also look~d a',; :.,e) f. i\j.li'li;'. / ,::no 1 concur that there iZl :':'Ioro room 
and. th~t there is le:::s:.; c;.V~·.~i.;:1 (~:)·;::,~,\ch:nlJnt, However, there i:3, as 

. ,has l)eennoted bofor'), th·.; r ~O;) '~~'n of the S!.X mile tr!p b~' wntor from 
the Okinawa mainli:1.ud to th¢ i z l,;'" ,1d. 

CG RYCOM balan(:o s th.;1.p, eH ilga1nst the fact thet it will be nElc'" 
. IUlSS" to bring both a reme! "~yst(~m r:.nd ,ower to Moto;,u, wh'::.ch would· 
. both ,he OQstly • 

• < I have felt for som·,) ;if.'Cln:' h~;:! elthr:lr Motobu or Ie Shl.r4~ would 
aervcaour purposes for ~.:!i:·~n(~:' j ,.; 1.·om:Jlex, and believe ~:'r'Jt noither 
18 greatly superior :0 th(':>~; .: .... ' , ;: 'J b t lS1s of an ovnrull <:'.nrJ,:'~io. The 
important thing is to ~,(:t i:;l,:'/;~ .:": complex started in the Oldni;l,wa 
area at onoe--on eith:~r 0:: t.h::1 r :.:',,(;$, whichever conJ::-ont!1 \','3 with the 
least resistance to g'''3tUr;(' \.t K;C" ',~l"ll, and invo)."lcS th!1 lc;),s'~ coat for 
the overall program. 

Ms1ne Qprps Air..i.ac:ni~.Y .. _l' '~5'.r'}.' At Marine Corps Ai':: Fac.'~:.ity, Futema 
we lulve now established \T~~':;:::'1~)2, tran.sferred from I'.·;ak1.mL The 
squadron now 1s nearer ~.\":~ ~': ."C 3.::::. Nhence much of its airlif:: m8':e::"1al 
orl'J1nates and is comiort':'·Jl:.~i:;?c:: ed in the Aj:t: FacW,ty. T::le Wi:'1g is 
In the process of examin~;-.:.g.:~'xefuJ~,f into th'O'l organization of. !,,~arine 
Win; Service Group-l 7 ,),::ldt:.: :.:19 to :!lake certain cha:1,;,es w:l:.ch will re­
late/its function more aC(:'J.r,)t~jy to che problems faceci under the c\'\r!"cnt 
c:trc\.Un~ances • 

lst"Magne Div1s1on.CG 1 stJ\0'.;,rDj:' and the forward echelon 0: his 
stAff hadarr1vcd ~r'. Ok~l1.~v.·e:·3·:·.:r ~( my departure and we w~,,:e able to. 
dlsO),1ss dtspositicns, dc:~:;'.:;:'v:;. ~~ ;;1,~i,d t:':'a1ning. Among the ':hings which 
were emphasized were t;·. :e' ('.L"..~ . 

a. They must :.)eai~ do.~·;; ~:'1 T'.ght training, lndivici.ua! conduct, 
weapons firing, physica. CC.~ ce; li; :,,:;.;:~!g I commun:'cntion discipline, €tnr: 
ca·mDuflage. They 3:.\0\J.;:::" , .. ,::, ~h(i' :ne.ximurn possible Ur>1'J, :\;'\ '~he 
Northern Training kea. 

Also d1scussed was th;l :·,:!t::c:· of amphibious trainir:.g. Duri~g 

the t1me that 1 st MarDiv ii!le':1 1:;!"ts .;.:e in Okinawa they shot!~.:: seize 
everyopportunlty for simple, ~::ort-not!.?e amphibicus e:,~·:);"::.rC::l W~,G;"1" 

ever ship s are available i"ror.l ':h(~ 7'~:1 Fleet. The exerc1 so ~ r 9~d no',; ~~ 
planned over a long period 0: "~:'n~0, !)'.t~ rathe:." sl:.ouJ.d be !.n!t:.Btod on e. 
c· .. ·s·h basiS The same 13 t"'e ()'" ;,'" ... SL~ TA. .,''''0"lr1 .,....:"' .. r'"' f" .... pO-+,,·~ "'... tiiiiI.. ., .\ ,,4' ....... ., ... ,.. J.' .. ... I~.r. ~~ .. _ ... " •• '.1 ... ~',,. ,' •• ',.~,'!" ;.. ..... 

niUes for simple uncomp::tce':c( !a:",(:,~; (?xe:':'cj.S0S to l<eej:~ C'''-"~ ~:~':'ll up, 
1n both the planning and ex0::'.:.';;0I: d ar,phib::.o~:.s c::.:"err."~i.c:"" c. 
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A Comment on the Gener.)l V~<nlcl,:_$:::~~.!..~<W..! The situation appears 

not to be greatly chang9d fre.n ;:]1<:."/; vi f.iblta during my visit of six we9ks 

aqo. Such alterations ·3 s are f vid,:'r;t I are of small dimensio!l3 I but are 

generally favorable. 

Six weeks ago the VC appeared to be in the midst of their monsoon 

offensive, having achieved substc.n~it:'l success at pleces such as Dong 

Xoa! and Ba Gia. The GVN hue .:0::;': tre effectivenes 5 of sev~ri)l battclions 

as a' result of these operations I r.;lr:; rrorale was lew. 

In the ensuing weeks lar~e :,c':'Il~ VC activity has dlminluhed some ... 

what--probably a result of the Gi"uirl .::ilposed by their all-out effort of miC:­

s\lmmer. Activity in II and III C;crps J .as been lower, al't:,ouqh there ha~ 

been a little increase in VC c\C~:'Vity 1.1 IV Corps. 

, The increased nU;-;ler'.ci:ll :-":r·~ngt':'\ of the U. S. A:!my and th~ Marin~s 

has probably had a favor~bl,~ d;e(;-~. It is incvitoble, as our krces :'."ange 

more widely in the countrY3i!:lc I that ::'.ore useful targets arr. bci.ng d1:;­

c(.lver~d. As the numbar of good tr.ngEts increases I the effecti.venes~ of 

our air effort must increase q'J -ref pon:lingly I vvith a gre.::.lter destructive. 

effect on the VC. 

'. The counterinsurgency campaiqll being :pursued '1:1 I Corps by the 

, Ma.rines is making ste."3dy proC':-es s. "lV1:.ere their efforts were concen­

trated six weeks ago on net m·.)re ther. th;~e villa.g,gs they ar9 :lOW en­

gaged in bringing tranquillity .. 0 n(;)vc!al scere of villages. 

Additionally I the Morim's 1 Sta:<- ight victory has dC'.:~tless had. a 

favorable effect upon GVN morale I ne: to speak of some ercsj.\re effect 

upon VC strength and materiul t;$ources. Lik.ew~se I the Jl..F..V;::: have en­

joyed a. few small successes ~t'ch ns the Ba Long Valley and a.~ :!Juc Co. 

And finally, it 1s unrl(·n:·l))~' r;l.lt the Vietnamese re-;:-,~r'l~ i:::; ~t!11 

holding together and 1,> PJ:·~",1;· .~:; ~tf. 7-::)v0.r~mc;:".tal affairs c.::cl :.ts military 

operations I albeit it r.()t ."i:NW·'; r ,; .. '0 cffccLvely. 

These development;:; ~; ~r nOe '){' ££:<:!r.ded as reflective ')~ 13 trend. 

The best that can be z,.lic .~ !-Jiit:'l~~"i' arc fe:vorable ind:'.c~3; :~·."Idices 

which could be oifsr.;;t by ,_ .:,c ·':.~t(·>:tl VC victory or by a c:C,,,,':-:ge in 

government in Saigon. l'c ~:~ '..:d ~ ~~, '" :.' Lc I hovv'0ver, that t!:8 ';ir;J~ we so SCT.c,ly 

need to marshall o\~r :[iXCf: .... . rrr)"C.~d us, ar:d .tt JYI,-:;:." ~:''S'L: :~'" t:.v:.t 
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the critical hour has p(!~s\'(; il tr:nl~; of whether or not it is teo lnte for 

the influx of U. S. s'tron9Ci'i ~() l~~lvl: i11Y influence on 1.he sHuntS.on. r 
believe it is reasonnblc !1i'.\W 1() c:mc:l'..!de that we aro in fuct gOing 'to 

r.ave the chance to 2pply o\)r :; . S. jx'wer und to test the strategy we hQv~ 

adopted. Reflecting on the v.Jic; d')1,l \)ts of six woeks ago, this is in 

itse.1f a triump,h of sort~, 

.Mr Support and Air Oq.!:~r.Y.~!1jSlJ.' :~ c1,i:~.cussed the matter of air cupport 

<)nd air observation vlHh t>c t(:')':.:): I),Hcers, of both the divisi()n end fhe 

'Ning. 1 believe tJ-lat~his j:!pTC3~ j'lti: a fair s'\.tmmary of our comb5.ned 

conclusions: 

a. During the l't\st 1.:'1')0 !')'.()~:hs we have learned u great deal in the 

area of the escort capAbH,{t!,c:; of. the A-4 with respect to the helicopter. 

What we have learned nM: bc(~n favorable to the capabilities of the 1\-4. 

b. While the attack aircraft CC" n provide excellent 05CC'~t servLc0 

for helicopter formati.o'-l.s I t1.1C'C is st'.!l a. need for last minut'J landing 

zone preparation which fir.ds ':b0 best solution in the armed UR-1E. It· 

was generally emphasized tht.'t tr.:ls is a brief ta!~k, almost coJnc1dent 

'Nith the landing of the il1Hial helicopter wave'!; and that it 'win be effective 

. only if the armed helicopters arc (lctuc;.Hy a part of the)andinq formatIon. 

The attack aircraft can handle all of~he remaining suppor.t tc,skfl, and C2,::'. 

do so with efficiency, Accordingly tiere was genera.1 agreer.:r:-nt that w?, 

should press for improvement;. in het~copter armament i.norc~Gr to ensu~'-;' 

that the last minute landing zone prc')aration task is effic!.ent;.y discharged. 

c. There was also ganmal agreement that we have erred 5.:1 our 0.0-

cis ion to dispense with the 0-1 type aircraft,. There is a n':'cc: for a ve:;,1 

light, very simple and very quiet observation aircraft whic;;, ;"il S long en~ 

durance. The virtue oi the 0-1, at least in the combat environment wi~h 

which we are now confronteC: I is its ability to stay on stnnC~1 '::iN! its 

ability to approach the cr!.t:.cf 1 areas very quIetly and do its l.niUal ob­

serving without being dotcct0c. We should reinstate the 0-1 n~ Cl r0.O:;:1.:~rc­

ment. 

d. The foregoing ,hc'wever, does no~ extend to a further c:evek;:--ment 

and sophistication of the obsc: rvation requirement into a n.eed fe!' 8 'nu:.~t­

purpose aircraft similar to th(! Ll\RA. There W{1S unanimity th,:;>t there i~ ~10 

place in our spectrum for an ;"'~r;:Jnn'3 of th~ r..l\P-A desion: ···",,,1- 5.t ).s t('o com­

plex for the 0-1 task an? unnS'co.ss.':ry for tho A-4 task.. '/I:': ~"\.l~:~ reflect 

thi g Held convJ.ction for C1'/~ C. 

7,0 8F~RET 

DECLASSIFIED 



, 
I .... l' 

, . 

DECLASSIFIED 

,'. 
• ,r 

SEcrU:T 

e. ThG~e WflS enthusiastic app' :;::n :',,: ,:: " ,~: ,Hllity of our close air 

SU;\;';O;'1; eqUlpment, the quality of our ,:l(,; :c :~ .:"; 1:[': ;r~ pilots and the 

,",'",:~ivcnc":s~,; cf our tactical [iir co.ltr~l:i,' (i:,C"":l)(:r::S of today. Indeed, 

,;::.:;"r,:: for e:-:-phasis on the urgent no, ci k:- :1 ;~,:'C c :Pil~Ji1ity on !he spot 

:ex ~;POl\'it1;):'l:> such as Starlight, tf.en: 'NC":0 l::) ,.;r 0I;cfotiOns critiCisms 

\·\'l·:~tever , 

\\''))--10. There is an urgent need for meLd 'pre~,0tvative in Vietnam. The 

:lOtmal lubricating oils will not do the tnck. VI/rat is required 1s a sub-

~ 
std:~ce like \'/D-40 which penetrates the m0't:ll. ::nd prevents or removes, 

It/', r'J:::;i. This is now aval1able in the aVi..)tion :'0;:;))y p;ystem and we should 

L1.. ' immediately get some to the elements of J~r 1,1 ,~.F . 

AntL'lirqraft TmintD.9..: III MAF is now btlf:" in ilY::,ro",j rig the overall ant'iair­

cruft readiness of the command, thro'.1c)h ~;uc> "c:ion'3 as installation of 

. 50 caliber mounts on car90 trucks I ('oneue! (): -, ~~i;.: day. 50 caliber 

familiarization school for classes of '')0 I :1116 pr:,;:pi:lrotions for service 

~ 
~~ practice firing of r.awk missiles. \Vo shc·ulr3 ns~;ist in this latter program 

Y\ '/ by di£:cussing the question of air cletlnr:ces ,,,llil P}\')AF and the procure-

/ ment of drone serVices with NAVAIRPAO Wid Itl' 1'1eet. 

;~S?.2..t?lQ.. 'fhe deman9s on our forcc$ I SPI( ,:cl )\,':;;' t, 2 SO mile front, simply 

':'lr-.? not fulfilled by t11e manning level ~:03 t· .. lrcir. ,.,hie}) we now stand. The 

full 'I/O I at the least, is needed. We sLould pr:-,H,b for i:l~iS solution with CMC. 

VV0 must also be careful to ensure th{'lt cC,su,\lti.;~g which have been evac~ 

u.3ted to Okinawa for treatment Elnd conv;;!leS(;f!flC(': are retrained and returned 

to duty as quickly as possible in order to keopth8 non-available factor at a 

;r.iliimum. Where a man is able to WO[~ I cut is not fit to go to Vietnam for 

sortIe specific reason, he should be PL;t i!1tO CC:lInj) Butler or the 3d FSR where 

h~ can do a job commensurate with hiS ccipabilitJE:s I and another man,with-

dr~: wn and sent to Vietnam. In other WO[(:8 we mu st be careful to get the 

most out of our resources. 

The staff augmentation which C Me provided for III MAP two months 

ago has turned out not to be enough. The late, requirements generated by 

, 
tne g'rowth in troop strength, as well ns the requlrements incident to the 

tv
, . clssumption of the I Corps advisory ftmction demcwcl more people than II! 

J\1Af has or has in prospect. Their additional requirements are for about 

2 CO officers and enlisted men for tl~e h1AT' Hec\dCluarters support tus k. 

\,'18 should provide CMC with the specific d0ttlils on r~\nk and MOS needs 

d~; ~>oon as possible. 

:\~ \;:' SUI,Gon and MP~F Chaplain. There i~; u ~lCE)d for cl surgeon and i) chap­

T~~i:: at-t~le '~~AF level and we should :,)0 udvbe the C:11ef Bureau of !\aval 
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?('lARINf: CORPS COMMAND CE~nER 
~'k;,~d~u~rt0~'S~. U. S •. f~rine Corps 

Washington, 1)0 Co 203~) 

SUMMP~~~Y OF HEMS OF S ~GN~I: iCt\f',;-r U\!TEREST 

PE1?; ~OD 100601 ... 19MOn t\liGUS11965 

OFr:RAHO~] Sl'ARU1£ 
... 't"'~"'~~_"" ''1>0'''''Y"~ ••• ~-t.?,. ... , :lltoI<".""4;1o"'l. ... .=-.4 .... ~....,.-:~~> 

Tre llUAUTY f~ND I NTENSny OF HARD CORt RESi STANC!E 
a\~cnur~H:!{[D ~N THE P1NlPH~BIOUS/HEUBORN£ ASSAULT AGAiNST THE 
V/\>~ '~UONG crHV;PlEX SOUTH OF CHU LAllEM)S TO CONFaRM THAT THE 
r;:r!T·~,I!;'/ ~c !""f:PCli.\I")nrlt.' ~~l Rf~aMI::II.'lYAl (.·l'i:it:fl.I!:"">n.t " '. .. .lr. Ii ... ;, .<le, L, \: I, C \01.;.< ij!\l .~~, G t~ .. I\, n· ~ i'\LI 'I!\,' ti n. 

.-~,' <J'~}]/~)J)P:'I~> r.<'i,\f)?f. /:X,'(~': ~gj\1I'~?~ I C 
i:~ .·\X<'. ::~(, ~ ?;n'~ ?XI:}~ ,:(,(;0 <, :w 
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7S fi!~tD WiNG SORTiES DROPPED 64 TONS OF BOMf:;S& 
<: "fOi\iS OF NAPI~tMe 55) 2.5 INCH ROCKETS AND 6~ Ovt'!Q ROUNDS OF 
~N'l f\"fl: ~ f!~! ~;ljr)I)O·Rl" OF OPr:RA ..... 'IONS I., \,' r, j ." l h ~, . I ~ ~ 1 ~ 

NGf VIlAS fURNISHED BY ClG GALVESTON, DO ORlECK 
( bbH) DD p~ nCHAr~D WiTH r.XCELU2NT RESULTS .. 

( 

MORE THAN 500 SORllES v}fERE FLOWN BY MAG..,16 AND 

1 <;",)1. ANt) THVO C"'117D fURN~SHEO LOGIS'flC SUPPORT., TEN 
Ul~"'34rs ON SIANDBY FOR h1tD EVAC AND RESUPPLY AND 3 C ... 130eS 
fl~RN~ SHED WlftD EVAC TO DANANG. 3 ARMY UH.,lB GUN SHIPS AND 
SEVERAL AR{VtY 01 ACFl SUPPORTED THE N\ARINE OPERATIONo 

, AfR SUPPORT CONT~NUED TtH<OUGH THE NIGHT WnHTWO 
·;'F~~,'A .. ~~ ON COr\rr~NUEJ) AIRBORNE ALERT WiTH TWO UsA C-123$$ FOR 
". ' FLARE COVERAGto 

16 OF 18 UH",34'S FROM ONE SQDN WERE HIT WHitt 
EVACUflJING WOUNDED FROM FRONT UNES BUT ONLY ONEr WITH 

. OVF.f< 100 Ii ns, WAS DESTHOYED .. 

,KKGJ?,/D),'J) FH{)}~ Am:OMl~':.')'G 
~ ':<:·f:j\,},lN:1- (, DJ'') ;ont :;;?OO . .:.o 
'.-)::)}~;:~~ ,h(O':'t~ ..: ) :~~., }c"x· 

C G ~ Ii MAF l£e354Z (S) 
Mlj~CV TELECON 1902052: ~(:) 
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t~S or 09DOH U" S. CASUALTiE:S v~ERE 36 KiA, 154 W~t\ 

AS OF 1400H VC Cft.5UAlTIES AS FOLLOWS: 100 K~A 
AN AOOlTlONAl 550 ESTIMATED Kilt 50 VC 

THE V~lLIl\GEOF VAN TUONG l~j A VC STRONG PO~NTo 

AS OF 140GB THE MAR!NES HElD 213 OF' THE OBJECTIVE 

. .",', 

lliE OBJECTIYE AREA IS ASSUNEO TO 8E THE GENERAL' 
I;J'v"fI~uL.D 6Y as 700960~69094S .. 100932·"n8945o 

NMCC fONECON 190440\~ (5) 
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Mt\GV REPORTS THE LATEST USMC CASUALTIES ARE ;2 
K~Ai 2)t,~ W!A AND TWO MIA., COMPLE1'E AND ACCURATE COUNT OF THE 
tJ\(MY NOT /\VAHAIUI: AS lHE AIR ACTlONSt NAVAL GUNFiRf .. ARTIUJRYr. 
/\ND F~.AM~ TANK OfFENS~vt ACTION HAS MADE THE COUNTING OF VC 

C DEt&) ~N MANY AREAS IMPOSS!BIL lJ,TEST ESTIMATION OFVC CASUAL.., 
l~E.s ARE OVER !~4 KiA, SEVERAL HUNDRED WIA'S AND ~ CAP1UREO<> 

( 

~T ~S CST~M/\TED THAT MANY fViORE VC PERISHED IN THE TUNNELS AND 
CI\VE~~ WHICH WERE SE/~U]) OFF ANfi DEMOLISHED BY ADVANCING MARIr£So 

;fn~R REACHiNG THE FINAL OBJECTIVE Af~E/\S ON THE 
B~:I\CHr.S, THE UNiTS OCCUP~EO NIGHT DEfENSIVE posntoNs AND WERE 
SCHE[:!)l[D TO G(H\'lN'fNCE MOP UP OPER/~TION$ ON THE MORNING OF 20 

. AW3l1St 

All UNITS WilL REMAiN IN THE AREA FOR ANOTHER 48-72 . 
HOURS YO £Xpton niE INll'IP\L. SUCCESS OF THE OPERAT~ONe ' 

}{:., ~'(; I~~] ~".:··i ';~> r~~: .', ()p,t ! ~'Jt:!~ \)A'lJl. 'I!IC~ 

rMCV TEIICON 192145l (S) 
MACV It:l£CON 191605Z (5) 
FONECON FMfPAC 192000Q ($p 
fONECON FMFPAC 2(Xf~3,av (S} 

't l' ~~·tr~tr~, \ <;',~ Y) :;) :' .. ~x\ 52(}() ~\ ./.() 
'~)F.;:~: ',." i . :'" y,,'P\I;; .. J ..... of.,}, .. v~I'ge~; 
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, .,:Ct> FUfPAC WES1P:~l; S !TRIF P *'142 is OF 182400Z REPOR1ED 
l~fffOlLO~~ ~ NG: 

.. (1) . I\RRJ\NOCiW!NTS ARE UNO~~:r~YWAY TO EMBARK 1/3 ON 
VSS1ENAWEE fOR RETURN TO OK~NAVVA, flRST SN, fiRST MAR 

'~r:;ON J..ENAvYEE SCHEDULED TO ARRn'IE DANANG 28 AUGUSl 

.... . ~) PRESENT PLANS iNClUOf VMA-224 REUE-VI NG, 
'-'-"'·'·'~HU tA~ ABOur 1 OCTOBER, 

6) ~N civic ACTION,! I II MJ~F UNITS PROV~OED 
TMENl 'ro OVER 350 C ~ V tl U ANS" 

Ai)MINO fN~~PAC 1904S2Z ITS} 

COMUSMACV ADV I SEC C J.NCP/~C THAT I NooCOU~J11~Y 
S:BEEN OBTAI~l'ED FOR THE REUlfORCED ENGH~E'l COMr;i'J\NY 

.·UIVISlON, THE Df.STINAT~ON OF(~lOi\D pora ~S Cif\M R.t.,11iIH 

i~-, r,' i~ ''';, ".\: ~'". I ,,~ {, ~l!~I\ '1 'j\~ '\) r".{~ ~i: ~~: ~~ 
G. \:,T' : .:t ,'2!)CI" :::' 
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rvV:R~N~': CORPS COMMANO CENTER 
Headq~JDi ~i0rs! U~ S" N'tarin~: Corps 

. W(\si:'lin9t~nt De C.·20380 

PER iOn 200601 .. 210000 AUGUST 1965 

RELIEF Of Bll'S 2/4 AND 3/3 BY BJJ 111 COMPLErtO AT 
. 2(f.lOOOH~BlTtS 2/4 AND 313 RETURt\tEO TO THEJn FORMER POSITIONS 
, t N THE 4TH MAR TAOR) .,,1 

• I . 

BL'PS 117 AND 317 CONTINUE MOPPING UP .oPERATIONS 
. wtTH MISS~ON OF SEEKiNG OUT REMAINING VC FORCE AND DESTROYING 

VC FORUFICATIONS AND FAC~UTIES .. 

TH f: RO VN 1\~Ar~ ~NE BN t,ND 3fU) UN, SIST R[Crry ARVN, 
WH.L BE iNTRODUCED INTO THE \IAN TUONG COMPLEX TODAYo 21 AUGUSTo 
THESE T""O BNflS WilL BE OPERATING IN THE SOUTHfRN AND ~5.STERN 
S[CTOHS OF THE OBJEClPJE AREo\ 

LATEST REPORT OF CASUIf.\ll'lt~i ~. USMC KIA 45 ~CORRECTED)e 
W~A209,; ON~ MlA, ve K!fi~ 56·4 (BOllY COUNn~ VC CAPTUFtEO' 123') 

fMfPAC FONECON 21ca45~ f5) 
Mt\CV TEttCON 2a~lt8Z (S) 

, '~, '~: .. :UJ}!~:~{lj J~\f;.(;J} 

~'dJ;.~!:~ $I ) },: 
.-
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6 ~ I UtAF{ConzinuetH 
&' "."" ~,V""Eo~"'.~-.~V- ':; .,' "~ •. ,,~_., ........ ~\.- 'j,' '.:'J ...... ,fW'l ';.>..t ... ,~.·. __ ~.' 

SECNAV 2013SOZ (U) 

, fl) Hoc H STAR LITE ALSO REEMPHASIZED THE CAPABILITY 
OF lHE NAVY~MARINE CORPS TEAM TO STRIKE RAPIDlVAND WrfH, 
OEVASTATiNG EffECT.. PLANNING WAS THOROUGH AND EXECUTION.'WAS 
SUPERB" WELt OIONt ADMIRAL DAVID L MCDONALOe" 

CNO 1923411. (U) 

l~) '''ouo THE CLEAR ClIT ViCTORY OF THE US MARIl\fS 
i:,INTHE BATTLE OF VAN TUONG PENINSUlAo,,~ADDS LUSTER 10 THE, 

'DISTINGUISHED RECORD OF THE MARINE CORPSoo.e SIGNED HAROUl Ko 
'JOHNSOti 0 H II 

, ."; .~ 

( 

DA 2013102: ~U) 

111 MAF SnREP *111 AS OF 2U?400H REPORTED THE FOLLOWING:' 

OJ THE CRrflCAl PHASE 01:: THE SA tONG VALLEY ,0 PER·" 
, Al'J.ON IS COMPLETED AND F~RST ON. THIRD MAR ARE ON p\ 48 HOUR ALERT 

STATUS TO BACK UP 11HS OPEf~AT'ON THROU{,H 16 SEPll:MEfjER Q 

MASS ,·WO REPORTS THAT lHE ASRl f.~T Ptfd!<U AND 

(:"\"~:~ 
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M!~,Rn~E CORPS GOMMAND CENT[R 
l1eat;~ualiar~ U\ S" Marine Corps 

dash Jngton, 0" Co 2038> 

SUM,MPJY Of ntMs OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST 

PER !OD 210601 "" 220500 AUGUST 1965 

a~ OPERATION STARLIGHT 

", BLls In AND 3n (-) CONTINUE SEARCH AND CLEAR OPER., 
'r AllONS DESTROYING CAVES, TUNNELS AND SPIDER HOlfS. SPORAD Ie 
" SNIPiNG CONTINUES WITH NO REPORTED USMC CASUALTIES

o 
IN AN 

EARUERREPORT, CG III MAF STATED ONE ROUND OF NGf WOUNDED 2 
AND KILlED Of\( USMCo 

,~ " 

THE LAltST CASUALTY FIGURES ARE: 
, " 

,I 

MARj~fS 
.~.(..., 

. (' 

'. KIA 45 
o lEO OF yvOUND S 5 
NON=BATILE DEATHS 2 
WIA 221 
NON=BAllLE INJURIES 1 

VC 
~-

,'. " 

KIA S99 (CONFIRMED BUT STILL ~N .. 
COMPu''1EJ 

CAPTURED 6 
nXCL.um.m FROM AUTOMATIC 
':~EGRADV1f: r:o~, DIH 52UU

Q 
10 
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REGhl~.DH~G fiRVN OPS ~N CONJUNCTION WITH STARUGHT 
1(')r~lC' fihl\~i: .' YfJ, ~ ~!r. Jf.V C"C')MUSfilf,ACV R"t:POR'i!'C"h '·0 NMCC THA'TTHE \l .. -l" v i"." ~~j'>~,,¥.~\:"-. (., ~: t.,: ,::.,JJ ~t .·,.Y ~~"f.'~fJ ~;~ " r~l .... t I: .. ,.I~. , M 
-: :.Jil jj,/"'Itd ;":'; ::;, ~:'·,rf:: ['1\1 i.'tt' fM\ ANf't. *lUi:: 2ND l'tN, I::l,'r ARVN REf"l' COM ./.".,1 n:>\\ IV .n1r"·.hhu,, (~'\l ~,rht_tnQ f)' .r'~~w p ~... "".., 

Ml];}CED SEARCHING CAVESs TUNNELS AND SPIDER TRAPS IN THE VAN 
Tuor~!G COfi1PL~X AT 210500t 1i AND HAVE ENCOUNTERED LIGHT RESISTANCf", 
NO t{l~JOR CONTACT W ITI-I ORGANIZED VC UNITS. FOUR ARVN SCOUT 
f'O(·;S WtlH ARVN HANDLERS ARE BEING USED~ 

ClG GALVESTON AND DO PRITCHElT HAVE BEEN WITH·" 
DRtWJN~ DD ORtECK REMAINS ON Sl'ATION TO PROV IDE NGfSo IT IS' 
'nJ{r/~TB.\fE1Y PLANNED ~,'O TERMINATE OPN STARLIGHT TODAY, ?2 AUG, 
\!V!THDRAWING AU. UNiTS" 

CG III Wi 210240Z (5) 
CG III MAf 211S16l (S) 
COMUSMACV 211000l (C) 
fONCON FMFPAC 220050Q (C) 

b~ CG FMFPAC ADViSE,O CMC THAT 67 M ... 274 (MECHANICAL " 
/ MUtE] VEJUCtES H\~ 3RD MARD IV ARE DEADUl\EO Olff OF 306 ON HAND" 

./ ANP.:;,.YS~S Rr~VEAl,S 50 ARE DEADUNED FOR ENGINE REPAIRS/REPLACE-

e(i FMFPAC RE~UESTED CMC FOR IMIV(DIATE AIR SHIp .. , 
',N1ENfOF SO ENGJNE ASSEMBLIES AND CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN FOR 
// H{OV~DH!,r( :"[::) NiARDPI WHil200 NEW M,',274Al VEHICLES" 

j;::;,;JJJ1\)) H~r')M A,1JTOMK~' tC 
:-;',\()JNr::. ',C,; 1nR:l?;(il,:iC 

, ,'~ / . 
" ,.' 
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re' 
N~J:~n~~ CORPS COMMAN[) CENltR 
Hef]dqllm"te,rs, U~ So Marine Corps 

v~;hsh~ngton, Do C~ ZU38J 

~;UMrvY~py OF rfEMS OF SIGN!fICANT INTEREST 

BLTs 111 AND 3/7 CONTINUE SEARCH AND CLEAR 
:Y'\r::{/~lIONS THROUGHOUT THE OBJECTIVE ARf~ ARVN FORC~:S 

! 'v-/t: t:JUJ]) 6 VC AND CAPTURED 1 WOUNDED vea PRESENT iN~ 
':T!ONS ARE 1'0 BACKlOAD 311 (SLF) NlT END OF DAYUGHT 24-

I\UGUSt RLI 7 (u) WILt RETURN OVERLAND oro CHU LAI SWEE.PING 
lHf TRUNG PHAN PENN!NSULA (SOUTHERN END OF CHU LAI TAOR~ 
\~\ :~m Or: DAYUGHT 24 AUGUST. 

[lUR~NG THE OPERATION OVER 100 ASSORTED SNlAlL .. / 
RM:,), ON.~ 6Dmm MORTAR AND 67 lBS OF TNT WERE CAPTURED" / 

A CP~PTUREO VC REPORltD THAT THE 1ST VC REGI 
. ;:'.;$ :~CH[DUlED TO ATTACK CHU tAl AI RFIELO AT 180700H (Ml~.R ~NE 

I .. i" ''''K I RlI'II)fi"'O ... ,. lOOf,M::U) A If: f Nl"'t. Tt.. ;,rr MOrliEl 0- TH"" A' r nr (,r I.", ,~. !.' ...• -:\ I..l"iil\lr., K, l'U Q'i.H,oVt)n" ':H\ v ,.,\ti;)V~ U ~ t t {;t\~' .i.l\..;; 

~~~{~SREPOF:TED 10 BE USED 1N TRAQNING fOR THE ATTACK. ALTHOUGH 
~HK: \Ie Hf~Vf,~ ~N TH~ PAST AVOIDED LA~GE SCALE ENGAGEMENT WITH 
MPJd NE FORC[Se n I S EV~Df.NT THAlJHEY ARE vV HllNG TO TAKE 
f,H~:: H S SK FOR A LUCRATIVE TARG~l :\'VttfEN BACKED TO THE wA.Lt," 
l/!tY ARE CAPABl.E OF TENAClOUS RESISTANCE, ESPEC~AUY vvHERE 
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b., OlHER OPERATIONS 

fONCON FMF PAC 22204SZ RJ) 
MACV CC 22l210l (C) 
FONCON HtfPAC 221?15Z RI) 
MACV 23Ct225Z (C) 

2/9 COMPLETED A SEARCH AND CLEAR OPERATION OF 
r::~/~:JliI N~: COW·:lPLEX. NO ADO I"nONAl VC CONIACT. 

A PJnROl. FROM CO "BII, 1/9 RECE IVEO SA FiRE 
hPPROXlMATElY 4 MILES SOUTHEAST OF DANANG" THE PATROL 
ASSAULJE() THE HEDGEROW WHERE THE FIRE CAN( FROM AND VC 
BROKE CONTACt IN THE SAME VICINITY, THE PATROL APPRE.,,· 
HENDEl) 8 VC D RESSEl) AS MONKSo 

ADMINO FMFPAC 220604Z (5' 

ASRT Af PLElKU AND DANANG PLUS UPS'''l AT DANANG 
ARE ~N A DOWN STATUS .. 

A RF"·M TAKING OFf ON A PHOTO MISSION HAD 
TROUBLE RA~SING tANDING GEAR AND CRASHEDe PILOT EJECTED 

. ANt) f'ARACHUTE BlOSSOWfD JUST PRIOR TO IMPACT. HE APPEARS 
UNiNJURE~)~ CANERAS WERE REMOVED AND THE AIRCRAFt WAS 
DfSTROYED BY TANKS FROM 9TH fAARINE5. 

CG I ~ ~ MAf 2223,8Z ~S,~ 
I~xr:~J)m:; .)}1 AU'I:OM!\fCIC 
P.F'CH:AT,\, ; c.. .DOD DJH ~-;2CY) ( ). 0 
,..! I \ I, :.-.. ' ~<, :. " r' J~J~:'. ,P X~;y 

.... "/? < .. 
I , '.' • . . ,_~, . I;'. _ \ 
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'£OP SECRET 
NOFORN, 

U~; ]VJfl.HINE ACrl'lON NEAH cnu LAI 

Late yesterday US Mari.ne forces from Chu Lai 
init:Lated a two-battalion search and destroy operation 
~),ga1nst an estimated VC regIment reported to be in an 
area six miles south of Chu Lai Airfield. The operation 
(schemattc below) went according to plan, and by early 

SOUTH CHINA SEA 

RVN . " CLG NAVAL .......... DO GUNFIRE 
SUPPOR1 

this morning the link-up between the heliborne and sea­
landed units was accomplished. (c) 

Reports are fragmentary and incomplete. However, 
it has been reported that four US personnel were killed 
and ?5 wounded, two tanks were damaged or destroyed, 
and two helicopters were hit by ground firci. One of the 
killed is a US Army helicopter pilot. The VC were reported 
employIng 57-rnrn fiT'e; from pillboxes. No est:tmate of VC 
( '''''''"I"",'I J ''1('8 W"'C' r''''r'c)r'~'('''l (C) ,(J. ,:.' "'.~:.I. _ l... .... h U. ~) \.;, ) • L' ~_, V .. 

,. 1 , " ('C']VJ T"l'~ 1\ ('I) 'I'}i'"[' "iN""') J 80700'/ II C) ,-, \. .• I VU \, ,j v __ I •. J, ' ..... ',' ,\J. '- /' \ 

NMCC OPDHlllONAL SUMMARY 

J.'~OP SECRET 
11,::\ FOR ~~ 
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JOINT 

-··· .. ·----------~-"HF::.:::.=fr:H:uH::7:::_~:::;::~ft:_::::::_::_:::;_:;;:_;:_----------_l 

i '\.- ..... ,:. ", Ii,' Y"'-· I '" y . .!' • f "'- ~ t.".O, .. ,- .... , .• ,,~l. 

STATE DEPT & WHITEHOUSE 

F'HOI,l OSD. 

s(;mcb the f'ollmrin8 message t.o Gene)'",l 

ItI o:ter;d. my he8.):'tf(~lt thanl~8 and. C0l1eratulatio:1s .••. B,nd those 

I v,-' ·~}w A:ll(~:t'5.(;al! peollle -- to the m:ili tS.l'Y units Ufld.CY your 

:C',: [),t:i.ng ,.;orts. 'J'hey '1d.ll have the c:o~tinued, uni teo) t;.nd d.CtC1';,} r..f.)d 

".'·j(i C(J::l.'hc.es of those 'Uho have gIven their Ii Yes. 

HI know th(d~ the men \lho have Hon this vi(:toJ~y ,.Jill 8hm,' tbe 

·I.ri" . ·;onaJ. G(;nerosity of the Axwrican Aimecl Forc(;~; 1.0. l~hoSE:: ,,;·hom 

'~,L(;y hcwc:: def'ctc"t.ed. He must prove in 10,11 our 8,ct:i om,; that the 

;'_'-~l~'~~~:i -! -; ~: ';' :~ ::lL.-,-,i :-,-,':i~::1--C' ·I"",'~,"",·;':,-;,,,-,",-",,,,,,-,-,-,",,,,,,,, ,~-",-,-.J..!..!.'-'-"i-~~~~'-'-'-

i ~! ~y,~;:~~ ----------------:-----1 PI r-----:;; 
" ' ~;yI=~-DI\lMI.:: AI>:D 'To'L-E (S0nature. it r~qi.V;re4) E 

L " >~ Ln F; o:.:~(;~· <:. n t i,j(~~:·L~(((:~!.r~l ~ 

, !': i ;'i';ONE '-.':-;):;'; I ~~~" J. I ~:G~ 1F?--iII ,. 

I 0 F'"w CL:C~'~'~AY'ON ~ 
_ 1 ~/~~ .. _r~~-:;f:T>'J-1 r) 

,._ ....... __ ,.~ .•• ~, .......... -' .... ,.I" ... ~~ ..... ___ ._~ __ .___._.. ___ , __ """';_:,1.1 __ _ 

G/R 

CLAGG I CATION 

;1hi. t:e House 

.]CE~ 

C~~A 

C3!,}' 
CW 
C;·;C 

( ~,. 

.<! .. 

'\ ~":,,;:r' 
'. 

~ 

~I.; 
i 

\--__ -, i 
ONi!;: 'rIME 

~.~(1 ____ +-______ ~ 
('''ON'fH YEAR 

~: .. r);~'i-f ~.! l.>..:., ,""'A ~I:'DI • ""J.~t."': n,f'1 S:'i·,~t.Jl t";,r~ . • nc.y .dO'. WHICt-C: WILL BE USED UNTiL ~XHA.UC-fL;:O 
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(. )i) ll,,~t·f.:.~iDC, ______ ..:......,...;~. _____________________ ...,.._-,-______ -----l 

. ' " 

of om' men in battle vrill be matcnedby their. 
" ":\1 -. 

'. :. 

;(;~:~nC~;1:tlid .. ::"y y)'hen the battle ends. And all Arnerican rniji tary action 
. , . . 

J.~' Vic:t.nh'll win stop as soon as aggression. by others is stopped. 

Lyndon B. J'ohnson" 

'10-'" 

. . ~\. \:-
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NAW DEPARTMENT UNCLASSifiED 
.&DENeB ACTION .. ~.,. PHONe NO. 

j 
:j 
i 
I 
i 

PRIORITY 
INFO 1m- D. L. McDONALD, mIN 55664 

1 
i 
I 
I 
I 
l 
) 

J 

PRIORITY 

p_ 19234.1Z 

FM: CNO 
TO: COMSBVB:NTBJ'ut 

INFO: CINCPAC 

U NtI.,~ 

CINCPACFLT 
60MUSMACV 
CMC 

Op-oo 

1. PLEASE PA.SS TO ALL HANDS, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS, WHO 
1 

.1 PART;£CIPATED IN OPERATION STARLIGHT MY CONGRATULATIONS AND 
I 

j APPRECIATION IN BEHALF OF THEIR SHIPMATES .THROUGHOUT THE 

NAVY. THOSE WHO MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE WILL LONG LIVE 

IN OUR MEMORIES. 

2. THIS SIGNIFICANT AND HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL AMPHIBIOUS 

OPERATION AGAIN VISIBLY DEMONSTRATED THE POWER AND VERSA-

TILITY OF BAlANCED NAVAL POWER. STARLIGHT ALSO REEMPHASIZED 

,.' 

I 
.~. 
~ 
" 

:1 

THE CAPABILITY OF THE NAVY-MARINE CORPS TEAM TO STRIKE 

RAPIDLY AND WITH DEVASTATING EFFECT. PlANNING WAS THOROUGH 

AND EXECUTION WAS SUPERB. WELL DONE. 

ADMIRAL DAVID L. McDONALD 

DRAFTER: Op-OO 

-. DIST: SECNAV •• 00 •• 09 •• 01 •• 03 •• 04 •• 05 •• 07 •• 0911 
CMC •• FP •• BFR 

CIRCUIT NO. (COMMO) 

UN _""" . .,0'1 

.' ,:~ 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

W~ITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

• 
20 August 1965 

, Subj ect: Opera.tlon .star Lite 

Attached i8 the . Star Lite ~ith three e~~~~~~~:~. wrap-up report on Operation .' 

~·E- - -
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OPERATION STAR LITE 

Based upon intelligence reports of a Viet Gong concen­
tration of the 1st Main Force Viet Cong Regiment (estimated 
strength 2000), the US Marines on 11 August (EDT) launched a 
search and destroy operation in an area about six miles south 
of Ghu La1. The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines was sea-lifted by 
an LST (Landing Ship Tank), an LSD (Landing Ship Dock), and 
an APA (Amphibious Assa~lt Transport) of the US Seventh Fleet 
to a position south of the Viet Cong unit. Simultaneously, 
the 2d Battalion, 4th Marines from Chu Lai was air-lifted by 
helicopters to a blocking position north of the Viet Cong 
concentration. This air landing was preceded by 20 US Marine 
aircraft, bombing and strafing the landing zone. A cruiser 
and a destroyer provided naval gunfire support. A Special 
Landing Force, composed of the 3d Battalion, 7th Marines and 
a helicopter squadron embarked aboard an LPH (Amphibious 
Assaul t Ship), was in position to ·provide a floating reserve 
force. 

(Initial tactical situation in enclosure A). 

By 1850 (EDT) 17 August, the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines 
was amphibious landed and linked up with the 2d Battalion, 
4th Marines helicopter-borne troops. The assault force en­
countered a well-organized coordinated defensive area with an 
elaborate trench, tunnel and concrete bunker system. The 
Viet Gong were armed with rifles~ automatic rifles', submachine 
guns, 60 and 81 mm mortars, 57 and 75 mm recoilless rifles, 
machine guns and 3.5 inch roc~et launchers. A determined, 
skillful defense was· conducted by the Viet Cong and the quali~ 
of resistance and use of combined arms confirmed the original 
estimate of a hard-core Viet Cong combat unit. 

At about 0730 EDT on 18 August, two oompanies from the 
3d Battalion, 7th Marines Special Landing Force afloat were 
landed by helicopters to join the attack. Subsequently, the 
additional two companies pf the Special Landing Force afloat 
were landed over the beaoh to assist in the operation by seal­
ing off the Viet Cong routes of escape. 

Continuous support is being provided our troops by 
artillery, air, and naval gunfire support. Helicopter flights 
continue around the olock for re-supply and evacuat~on of 
wounded. C-123 aircraft are on station with flares during 
darkness. 

SECRET . 
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Although the Viet Cong made two attempts to break through 
on the first night, they were repulsed. Night illumination was 
provided by supporting arms and flare ships thus,it is unlikely 
that Viet Cong w1re able to escape in strength. 

By nightfall of the second day of battle, the three Marine 
BLT's were occupying night defensive positions, having overrun 
the objective ar~a. At first light on 19 August (20 August 
Saigon), Marines:'continued mop-up operations consisting of a 
thorough sweep ot the area. A methodical searoh of the area 
is still being c~nducted to screen out any remaining Viet Cong, 
destroy fortifications, and exploit the success of the operation. 

'. 

(Current ta~tical situation in enclosure B) 

Preliminary Viet Cong casualty reports indicate the Viet 
Cong may have sUffered an estimated 1000 killed(45l body count 
after searching one half of objective area), several hundred 
wounded, and 112 Viet Cong or Viet Cong suspects capture,d. '!'he 
action was fast moving, making accurate casualty assessment 
difficult. Numerous Viet Cong were sealed in caves and tunnels 
by demolitions. Casualty accounting was further complicated by 
the nature of the casualties inflicted by bombs, napalm, flame 
tanks, artillery, and'naval gunfire. 

Latest US casualties are 52 killed and 205 ,wounded. It 
1s estimated that 60 percent of these casualties were caused 
by small arms or machine gun fire, some of which had been by-
passed in the heavy cover. . 

Through interrogation Qf prisoners and civilians the Viet 
Cong strength and order of battle is being reconstructed. 
Civilians found in the area have been cooperative. 

The success of this operation is attributed to accurate 
intelligence, quick response, and security of operations plans. 
Prisoners confirm the presence of four hard-core battalions. 

On 19 August, General Lam, CG, 2ndARVN Division, offered 
two battalions to take part in the operation. The offer was 
accepted and RVN forces will be intrOduced into the objective 
area today for a period of about two days to assist in additio~ 
nal search and dest~oy operations as required and in the mop-up 
phase of the operation. 
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 

Headquarters, U. S. Marine Cor.s 
Wa 5 h i ng t on, D. C. ~·-~··;"y";';':-:-:::7.nc-",,,----_~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR TIlE RECORD 

0316Q MCCC Log Entry 

Subj: 

Encl: 

-------!-··----------I 
Call from Admiral LEMOS, N~----------~ ____________ J 
(1) Copy "Marine Supply Trip Runs Into Disaster" 

by Peter Arnett - TIlE EVENING STAR - Night 
Final Washington, D. C., Thur~day, August 19, 
1965 

1. Received call from Admiral LEMOS, NMCC advising that 
the President just called referencing an article in the 
Evening Star by Peter Arnett •. 

This article was titled "Marine Supply Trip Huns into 
llisaster." 

NMCC has sent a copy of the article to COMUSMACV info 
CINCPAC. 

2. Subsequent to the above call, Watch Officer called 
PMFPAC advising of the above and that they could probably 
get a copy of the article from CINCPAC. 

3. Apprj')ximately 0330Q, Major SERRIN called from NMCC 
advising that III MAF is aware of the article. Also, 
Lieutenant General KRULAK presently at III MAF is aware 
of the article. 
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By PETElt AnNEl'T " 
Msocl. ted PrC$s St~ff Wtlfer . 

VAN TUONG, Vie~ Narn ..... 'rhe mission of U.S; Ma~lno 
Supply Column 21, .yes~er4{lY, ;'X~ lrople: get to the bea,ch­
head, reSUpplY. a lme comp.n}' '. return to the 7th Fleet 
mothcr ship anchored a mile :C). ' ;;n the bay. .' 

Only one of thQse o~ ,)ly~?Y{as ,Mfilled .. The 3D-man 
detachmcnt,got to the bea e . ,;" ! , " ' , 

It never found the lin y. 'And, it never returned. 
Men from the column ,ng 1).15. C>I\~ul\1ties in the 

fighting on the Van Tuon, ,la'thatshapcdup as the 
biggest American batLleol tilid' let Nam war, , , 

The "supply pokes" figurM thl' ad allea~y run. " . 
, They had heard that 1in~F90ili.. illS '.landedearlierin ,the 

day were getting heavy fire 'f~om~6tCong posItions., " 
. But Supply Column 21 wlI~i;aiori):j)d~ble for~e made up~r 

, fIVe steel-shod Amtracs-35-totl .aW-Pl1lb,10US vehlCle~:-:,to carry 
food and ammunition--and, t~o'M48tal1ks to escort them 
once ashore.~' :', ',:", ' 

The column packed a totl\lof~7tons of steel. . 
The paths that. led to·' it$ ',oestrI.16Uon were paved with 

confusion. ' :!'l.~ : ,: ,": ' ' , 
Failing to locate thedeslgilatedUne company, the men 

sct out to look for it. ... ' , .,. .' 
'l'he huge Amlracs, onco ljtIt'Of the water, were unwieldly. 

'J'he crews flopped from one rice .paddy to another, calJing at 
one b~Ualion.and then i,he nexJ:~ .. P4lP~~~.m,~d to p.ay milch 
attentIOn to It. ' ,,'r 'snf!: \' 

At 11 a.m, Supply Column 2) was :&l;Ibut 400 yards ahead 
of thc nearest Marine riflemen. The veh1cles were deep in the 

I Viet Cong territory and, suddenly, were deep in trouble. 
Survivors said the Viet Cons ~ose dut of hedge rows and 

swamps. ,! , 
Lance CpJ. Richard,P~S$ '~:Rom,\lward, III., ,said his 

Amtrac veered aside as explosions tlfupted around them. The 
leading tank was hit with an armor-piercing shell. Two men 

, inside were wounded.. , , ' , 
The terra,cedpaddyfields, made tactical maneuvering 

difficult and the supp)ymen were not trained for it. Attempt­
ing to get into good firing Pllsitiolls; three of the five Amtracs 
backed Into II deep paddy andboggoo dowp; . ' , 

The other two edge!! toward thetllnks for shelter. One 
didn't make it. A Vipt, Cong kn9Cked itQut by dropping a 
grenade down its hatch, killing two Americans inSide and 
wounding others. , .. 

Pass saw Viet Cong wi(n ammunition bandoliers, black 
pajama uniforms and camouflaged steethelmets move right 
up to an Amtrac 30 yards to h.is left. 

He said doors of the vehicleclan~edl)pen as the two 
drivers tried to make a break to Pass' vehicle. One of the 
Americans was kllled as he leaped out. 

The other was plunging through the paddyficld swinging 
his Marine knife when he we!)t down .. Wren pulled out dead 
today I he still had the knife clutched mil his hand. ' , 

,,\( ... 7"~=«- -'''~~-'-. '~~~'''''-Io,~,"".,,,,,",,_* • ..... "' .... ".. 1 IiliM"'_ ... ~/!W.~ •. "-' 

TJIli LVLNINC STJ\R - Njpht Fina] 
Washjngton, n. C., '1'hursd8Y, 
J\up,ust ]9, ]9(i5 
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600 (:tJERHILLAS 

0,1.'1'> ll{'·~,(',lIfit ./,\ Oull'\I/,j 

)1' !,'J(ltbc'r l)cltll(", ("l'J,t 

!
Alf1C'I'j('f\lI IldviH'I',' \\.'(:l'C l'('~c·\tC'(l 
by ).diN'I,I(\)' whell Vldcon[: 

'\:It tadWl'fi OVCl'I'fln illl (>t~tPost. at 
1 lHl'f:l1t, ',Nll' thc VtotHlJl bor· 
clel', 'J1he fate of Uw South 

H('(R\I~C of th<" I.<">lvy fil'ht-,I , • 
il'r" IlIwlhel' Ma1 jl.l's battl,i!Oh! ) J'JS[IJll\J~ lllt{)lToglt1od I 

' flOl1) H'e 111']i('o)l11'1 (,RI'l'icl' lwo Bof(>l(~ Uw batlle began MA· 
JJllIR w~s Ul1'own il1to thc figltt! ril.c onieN'" had ('~timatNl HIllt 

, yestel'day afiC'I'Jloon tOl dl1fol'(~(' I 2,000 VIo(COng were O)JOrAtl1i['.! 
\ thl' alJlJ'hlhl(J\1~ \111lts, in th~ ponlnsula And nearby I 
" By c]ns!t Yl's(C'I'clay, lhc- Ma- al'eas. 'J'onlglil, offlo01'S wore In-. 
, rines had fought thl'il' wily to tC1'I'ogating !)-wlMJllel's to oblaill 

within II mile of the ):.each. ]JUl" a InOI'(, ~Wo\ll'ft(,e estimate <>f (,he: 
'ing thE' Hight lhe ll'oops dllg sl~0 of tho OOllllnlulJlst iOrN'. IN 2~DAY BA1

'1'1 f,' '\Victna1l)c~e r,-anif'oli waf; 1101. 
J(I.e.WIl. 

JI I '1'he bat.tlc, In whle-it It IIlTgC 
iVideong fOI'e-c' wa!; h'fI)lI)Ccl, 

1

't.OOk plAce al)(tul. 12 mllef!, f,'{'UUl 

. of II ]1(OW lJnlled state::; ah\~ll'jp 
III. ell"I]::'!, Wll!CI1 Is beh'l: (Ie· 
f('])ded I)y CI('1I1(,1ItS of tile Third 
Mal'illc: J"lf,phlblo\lf; }i'ol'ee. 

in and sent out patrols to l11al1l' H WltS bC'licvcd tha{ 50))1(' of 
tllin ('ontact. with the Vietcong, the Vict,Mng mlg~ll haw' 
Flal'es WI'),C droppcd to Ilhnnln· (lseaped Hlroug1it ilJ(' maJ'lll(, 
atc the al'Ca and the lI1'lIl1Cl'Y Jinf's last night. 

,and nllval bOll1b~l'dmellt. COI\' Senior officC'l's wc)'c cxtro)]£" 
3B Vietcong Are Captul'ed 

in Largest Opcl';ttion by 
Americans in Vietnam 

,I tlllt1(>d. ly l'l(·ltscd with (he l'c~\Ilts of 
I At O/l,WIt thc MaJ'lnC' itlfantr:v Ow operation, whkh they bC'­
I again pushed forwllrd and by Jil'vcd I;Rd hccil effil'i(>llt(y (>x· 

nidllflemooli l.fld elcal'cd the eeu(f'd, l'ile aHaI'll was plannNl 
ielcong from lhe cnth'!' }lenin' on th(' basis of infol'lllat[On 

'J'lip fighiilJg l'{'f":an at dllwn ~ula, When llight f(,H, the Mil' obtained by llumcrous patrols 
YN;tcl'day WlWll UJl'C~ lnflrinc I'incs W(,l'(: C'ngltged h\ ])lopping t.1IC onf<l'il.N; !'<"HI Into 1;}l(' al'ea 

COASl At .AREA OLE ABEll eoHt]I!\n\es ~tol'mcd ashol'e frOlll up the- l'C'mainillgCommunls\s fl'om HIe Chtlla1alt ba~(', in Ole RI'Ca. IInel hi sC'arc'hlng a 'J1J)[~ Vlet,r,ong Jtlld alJowNl 
lltc attad\ tl'<lllSpOl't 'l'Hnadaga mH7.e of lUlJnel~ 'dl~covcrNl III tholJlf;elv('f; to be happed wH,li I 

lIelicopters Rcs(:lIe 8 6.1.'8 
flfte!' Comml!nists Oven'un 

l1C'iH' the- village Qf 1111\11<11. 'J'hc 111.0 elifff; al)ovc' thC,bpach,. 1,lItl1' 1>~~I.H .. 'I -t· th'·' , I 
bUle,h f> llist SOU.I 0 R Sift« '1'h~ CO\Jlth'y~id(l.iVlu; defiel'ibNl Wh01'~ t'hcy C'01lM·· b . . I

, I) f oIl I ", ," . ' , " ,1\',", " .. 8 Il~ ~ ,~M 

lrifmglllfll' • shaped pl'llillSlllfl H~ l'l1,ggcd t.cl'I'aln Qf l)low('.d !'Iel' Wlll'JlnC'd by thc·foll(lf: i()/'m~~~I;~ 
thaI. l,Ct<l been 1ft Comlllunl~,t l'Rdelwf; (')'I~;;erossed by dcns{' COIlVC'f1ti()hll] 11l1ll!;. 

::til Outpost Ncar Laos SU'OHr;h"Jd for two yean. I"ow~ of hees, lind )'()lIin/,: hillRI "'l'l1l1'; timt we fought the \Ww 
, 11 fot1l'th )nlll'lnc col'npanY covercd hy I'OeJl olltcropplngy'w' way," /I, tnlll'llIe ·~ftfl(;rr Id 
113.(1 1llOVCO OVCrl~lld from Ch\\., ,mel patC'llC'f; of ~cl'lIb bl'l11:1\ that; "Wn <'all('CI the tUllt" M, 

Hy NJ')II, SIIIo»CI1AN lal the lllr,lit bcfol'(l amI tfll{(:n afforded the Commullistj'; go(.dl ' 
f;I,<c"i,ll" 'J'll' New York "1",,·, til' fI hloe)dn£ },oR1Uon about, CO\'(,(,II]II](·111. . 

]11lNANG, 80llth VidmllH. Itwo 1111<1 fI half miles to the' 'fhe Mal'i1J(,~ were fOI'(:('d (.(,' 
.. 11 \1t. HI - , ] n a flt).I·C'c (,wo- l,iJ.(I] th OJl tho other side of 1M fight their wily pa.lnfully 1'01'­
,(IllY batlle that ('I.dod ]~t!'! 1M" " jI(,nll,sula, ward e!Nll'in~': th!' gUC)'/'i1Il\.~: 

af(0I'1I001l, lJlllt<xl f:tal('f; t' She'l tlv llfle!' thc a))1phlblO\l!< fmlll (he tltmkel'>; Rnd f9xllOle~i 
M~I il,(',; hl1kcl fit lc~,!<t lib? Vi{'t. : 'liss,mH. ·r.1Io('hnl' lHal'illC baWll- land 1>uffeJ'il'g ~.a.walllc,~l 
(lOllg \1'4I'JlCc] on f\. peniusula \ i(,)1 \VHS landed by awlle-oplerln : tllJ'ollghou(. ihe IIdvllllce, ./", ! 
lIhOllt 72 mile;; MuLh oJ 1(11is 1,(Jl'iL !llthl'('C \f,OJl('f; two Iniles to tho. Withi~l thl'ee houl's.' llowcvcl, I 

'tOWJI, i, _ ' : the Il!'lwoptel" lJOI'))c battalion I 

)I
I 'I ,. i (jollf.imwd on l'llt(', 8, (Jolumn b hHd liltJlCcl uI' Wlttl thc ahi.J111!·1 
. HI lH' oHlec)'s on the scelle l, , ... ,,-.,' :'''''';'''·'''''r' : biolls fO!'ee and the Vi(llt(1()lIg 

. ('RllllJatNl Hlllt UlC l.()tBI of Viet. I (ollhulIf'!l ~'J'om llll\~. ], (,0), ~I!WC),(, effectively tl'appc<,\ ~'ithln I 
(O(,l,g' de'ad w(J1tlcl (ox(:C'cd GOO. t I'ml' ),dwcpu lhe bloddll>: fOl'o(,11I 1'1Il~'1\ fll'~a, whC'1'n, they c/luld 

!J'hi1'ly"C'ight glt(,I'I~nfl'S \\'('1'{) . .' . ..' ,be d('~tJ'oycd by l,ll(> MIlI'lne jl\. 

t d d 
' 'Hnd th(.' amp]nblous grOllI'. Ifantl'Y l~l1I'J'Ol'ld by arUIlCI''' ' 

,('."1'"1'0 fin all iml'Olltant ' , .'. > ~, 
C
• iI' (. Onc ))rlh,optcl' I,ost naval gllllfll'C and all' SJ'JKC'S, 
>OJIIH1ttn S . (,Ommllll1ea 10li~ , ' 

«(,1IlC'I' was dOf;tl'(lyed, i While ~til1 landing, Ih!' hel. 1 All'(',ll1ft Hlodlll };SN1)lh 
'J'l1c b~tUe WM; 111e fil'sl ulllljOI' j'ieOPt<'l' fol'('.('. Oalll(> llllOCI' heavy! . 11 Vielcoltg Nllilpany t I }ed to 

I l' 1 I fl),(, f1'OI11 Communlf;t automat· blea]1 through the IIdvallc:i1If,' 
f"(I~III( 11;- IOn wag'N flO I'ly by 'je w('al'0ll~, mOl'tAl'1'; find 1.7.mItl,I: Mfll'inrs but was J1('lIl'ly wi]>(,d 
llJnt.cd Stntci: itll(lOPS In .1..1\(1 " . ,'1 ss " ',' ' out ))y Wllves of J".4J~ J'lta.nlon. 

iVietnam war and the vi(,tol'Y 10C;1 1('" Ilfle~. SC~CIIl] of thC' ,and /.·1 Skyhawl, :fightel'.hOln!>-

\
'W~~ (lite (If the lll~l strlMn', 1t('IJ('ol,tel'~ werC' hi\. One was C1's aUnc]t'!nr: with nRI'alin, "&0-
,thus faJ' in th' c(lIfl'cl g f<C, badly dfllnngcd It had to land pound lJomhs lind l'o(,j{(·ls. 

, (. • 1,. in ConHJ1\tnl~t tc)'I'lt.Ol'V; where '1'/1<, Mal'inC' jets flew l~O SOl' 
.. \ ~. ,,,poll~sma~ h.el'? .~e~el'~.bCl'l it W~~ dc~tl'O:v('d l,y l1l~rjll(' all" lic's d,U.J'~ng the two·(\ay ~~[\~~I('1 
1Jl~1 .IlC c.af',ualhNI 1I~ light Itl (TRft. '1'1)(' ('I'CW was I'f'scued, (11 O!,Jllll~,< IlZ lOllS of bomb, .. I he 

,jlrOpOI'Uioli. 'lo 'the sj?e of the 'J'I V' t, '" t, t 1 ('nn,f') (,alV!'~t{)n and h\'(. ~\Ip-
,fol" I I! t . ' " 1(' IC (.ong \~ ('I C J'IO (C N ]torlill!.': (k~h'oycl's Ill> well II~ 
11 (c nv( vce, wl,kh llumlJcl c.d l)y well-fol'tificd bJJlllu'I'S, 0(,\111'· a1'lJIl(')y )mUel'.jcs' 11('1\1'by 1I1~ol 

,O(~O to 0,000 Inell, 01' Ol~ Ilel;; Alld foxhol('s, MHI'il.t' offi- fired t'hO\JSflHd" (If s)wllrc; into! 
NJuIVfllent of a. l'eghllclI't.. 'eel's )'(')101'\.('.(\, Slimc of tht \h~' ~,!J'leOJ\!: rod ifl~,~tions. 

l]ow('vCl',offlcla.l E<;)m'tC',~ In hUlJk('J'~, con('cal~d ult(lf'I' ]Jea,- ., ; , 
,~aigon )'e}lolied t,llAt (:lIe '~llt hulk, were rehlfol'l~ecl by 
llnilcd I'ltates Ca..<;lHl.Hy t.oll Wi1~ '('011('1'<'1 (" 

'I the highest "'.Uffcrod ill II 8111rlo ' 
llaU1c- dll Vdotnam 80 fftl,. 

}l'ol' f;N'Ul'l1,y ~'(Ia!'OIl~, ~·M 
CX!'(',L JOSHes W(l1'O not IM,de 
J,uhli(\. 
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DEATH OVERTAKE~ 
,Bl!tek'{~lilj(l ~l~tcOng gucl'I'l)-, tral~, became ()auldronl<. K Sgl. 

las suddenly lose like loCUSt1s: JIl/~'I!;\Mel'lnoof l,omitll, Oallf., 
out of hCdgCl'OWSBlid swamps. said ,{ho mon 's))la~h(l(l 'Wft"ter 
)<)xplosions erupted all around on each, othcl' il'om resupply 

A lJ S SlJPI
>} Y"lJNlrl' the ('olull1ll, accorClh,lg to R sur- CRn~t,(I prcvonttwat (':xlla,us' 

ivivor, J ,1I11eo Cl']. Hiehal'cl ),ass lion, , 
• J, j, lor J]omewood III An armor., Sudd<'nly, f\- ~oung COll,o!',,1 

i ' ,. '"sJlolited: "(ll,a ,,'n)CIlWC'I'C rna· 
Iplcl'cing sllell hil the lea<1hlr,~:rlnes. l,..ci'fi d . tC~Ob,", 

, ,. : IRn1" wDundln!'; {;N0 men inslc"re. Uest!lt\,c',J,lfil)tb, out, but 
Wlthcl'lng VlCtcong Attackl 'J'llOamtl'al{;; tl'ic~ t.o mancU·i It "bullet ,flit !hi bptween tl1(' 

W k M 
. "II' I VCI' in\{l good ;l'11'lrl!:: po~iUC)]lg ; eyes before,' tlld 'l'al~e hlR 

rec S Mille 'f'I'lllOI'C( but three of 1he five bOgg~d:lrlfl(>. • ' 

C I 
. R' p' '" ' In ,ruldR~ 1\,' S(,l'geant o limn 111 ICC addy down In II dC'cp rpaddy, J h<; ¥cI'JnollC!\I'( " nile whi~pel' 

Sl1Pl)ly II1(,n lind not booni:'fI'()l1l 'out~idk+'j'Arntl'nh, 'am· 
, tJ'/tillccl 101' the lCl'l'acCd te-I'· ftl·Rk." It was II 'wounded tanJ{ 

II)' 'rb' A",oq'{ClII'"m rain. ~ercwmflm. The /ie.l'1l:eant IInel 0111· 
VA N'J'UONG, Soul,h Viclllitln" A Vietcong so1clI!')' ImochedLcrs pulled him Inside. , 

A ':I!I U 1 I ' ", I La.te In the flftel'nOOIl 1111' 
t~f-' ; '., mel' a l<W(''' out OIlC' of the remaining am·: s~l'lj{e~ bC~la'l to (\f1se the pl'C~' 

(,lllli. 1lIlclclH~ RUIl" llllltNl tl'~ks by droPPllIg a gl'cnade Inl Slll'(, Oil the telllnants of COIUIIIlI 
StRt(·~ Mal'ino ,~;l1pl'ly Cohllnl'! the hatch /l~ lL cd[;'cd towltl'd! 21., " 
Zl hunbon'd to ils dC'ath ycs\.f<l'· the tan]\s fol' protection. 'J'hCli A "omary llclleol'tcr lllndccl 
dRY hi tJ)(' UllonlSS of a Viel. .," at daybl'calt, I\lIR~akhlg lhe " , ,,: , ' ," I:, " ' ' ~hody.)ilt('l'ccl fkld' for a !fiIldilig 
munC'~(' lice ) Jdchly. ,bJRSL 1(llied two Al11el\lcan~ ~ld 1I01lC. '1'h(·' AlilN'if<all~ l'lI~h(!d 

By the «1)<1 of rlh0 c1HY tile, wO\llHled O~,IlCI'S IIl~ldo ,1;1)c ¥~'I fJ'om tit, (Oil' VC'hl,CICi; to 0)(' heli· • 
AI'Jno)'('d cO)UUlll, ~87 tons of I hi61~. , , " ' coptf'r, cR1"I'ying the woullded. 
Bl~,cl, WtlS 110 mor('. f':Ol11C: of thc' Oommullisi ilheUs l,ullohecl The helico)i[{')' evacuated OJ(' 

,icolulIlli'S IlO marilles f;\lrvivoc1 111l'ec hole8 in one tRull. Bullel'~ Injul'ed III two flights, 'fhe dead 

1
'1,11(> witherIng Victcong !lUacl, ','II'idCllcc1 t,he wotllld~d driver WCJ;C lC'ft behind. . 

, " , > , , • 'i aftC'1' iJ1e ,s;qucezcc] himself (,l'oun<1 fOl'c,es, rtl'l'lved to J'C'-
.r but 110111' ('f;CHl'ccl unllla~ llcel, 'UIl'ough tile 18-il1ch escape Hevc the othc)' survivol's, I ]n tit!' haitlc'f\(llcl lFly thc: llatcl] unclcl' thc (,Ill". 'J'hC mcn of Column 21 

I'll'lifo. of th!' (,0]1111111, five Rtce)· Mortal' sllc'lIs bOlillced off the want(!(1 to cart flU Uwll' veh­
~lwd I1mtl'<tl\s lUi·toli 1I111]>hlhl· Amcl'icHn vehiclC's, and Corporal l('l~s~ but an offloel' told (htm: 
OllS vchlelr}; ,and two M.18 I'~ss watched af; Vl,otconf, 'lalte yoU!' btl(1)lglllI;'r; out of 
tanks. 'J'I]('), WCl'e }18.l't of the soldiers with ammuniUon ban· the vehicles .. ~~c r\l'c going to 
1(,]] III the battle of V!JlJtuOllf' c1oli('rs, bl!lc]{·I·ajRlI1!1 unifOl'lllS bl~l'~ thClll~ tfl1'f' , t,.', 

, ' , , ' " 'and ('amoufJRgod -steol ihelmcts .. e re Ie ,Oleos coun cd J8 
1 (OllillsulH, \\hclC lhe J\1allncs attaclwd lin amh'nJ\ 30 yal'd~ ~o Vietcong boclIC~, J 

cllf',aJ',eo in tho hrflviesi Unitcd lds left <,', 

St(ttcf; fighting of the Victna· Olle of the two dl'lv(')'~ wa~ 
mcs(' Wl\l'. ., ltil1('(l 'a'~ lIt 1rHl.cd ~lIt of the 

'rhe Inal'lnes of Column 21 oelcagllcl'ccl vehicle. The olher 
had figured on. Ill) Cf!sy 1'l1lI. was eu,\. down by oullcts III 'lhe 
'1'holr mlSRioll WHS to get io thC,]JH(hlyflC'ld, 
bCilehhN,l d,l'eS,'lIPplY II Iinc (,om' I :J1lW ViClC(,'llg lmoelwd Otlt a , ' , " 01l)'(1 'Iltltrtth IIlId the ~llrvivors 
pa,lIY flnd ):eltH'1l to the Revcnth sought jll'olcelioll <in tJhc olhcl' 
l"](,C'l n100)(,I', .':hip a ml]l' offlt\l'o. 

1 ~IIOI'(!' , : I 1\]('.11 lIo\l~' ]I'll<'.h Oth('.J' 
'J1IcV Ilccolllpllshe(l none of , 

til o\;jeetivrs, ,rhe mRI',illcR I'il'\)ccl al 1})(: 

I 
C' , , Vlctcong wlih mllelulle.,p:UlI ftnd 
Ahllrahf< }<'"II io )<,j1l(1 Wny rifl(, fire fruJl) ihe vehielc8, hut. 
Once out of the wHter,' the: still Uw Viol('ong kept coming" 

huge' amil'Al(f; fiop}lrQ fl'OllI olle , ' 'J'hey." \(~o)( . .(.UI'J1S I\~. ShBI'J!',11 
I'lee paddy to flllOthcl' ulIWi0jdy,shootei s flP~l1 )Joepholcs III th«11 

" ' , .' ,v('hlele~. "] wulcln'l lllRlj('UVC'I' 
bC'hclllOths ul\abk to fmd t!\en'lup UWI'O," SRi(\, Pfc, ,lames' 
way. Agllin !lm1 agalll, UIC nedf of ScaUle, Wflsh.,· who: 
mlll'ine,s eallccl ou!. il,o lJlell jnr~eaped with R 'slight wound'l 
,the field but f(ll1c(\ to find thci 'J'lw compartmcnts oftJhc am· 
.line eompfllly thC'y had lK:en 8S·', ' ", . 
'slgnM to l'csupply. . 
\ At 31 A.M" the colUll1lt fotliHll 
ilf'(,jf (lrcp in CJl('II1~ ,t<·llilory., 
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Vi{~t.(~Ol~g InfHet Casualties on ,Advandng ~la .. jnes . . 

R.nlopholo; 

A hllll'lIlt' wlf·h II Jl(I9d wound Is )(1(1 fo the rear fOI' (wfleli~-' 
Idlon. ]1(1 WlIS illf>id(l IIllll'hlbloll!' (,r1ll1, Jlii by gIlCrJ'i1htk. 

DECLASSIFIED 

NJ:W YOHK Tl MHS 

l'AGll ONL 

If· 



DECLASSIFIED 

Mari~SupplY~lI1Ul' 

../ By Peter ArncLl I 'J'he A III t J' II J; ~ t ric d \OIICIl('h other f,I'OIll I'('supply r~ns 
VANTllONG, vict-Nam,\lllaneuVC'1' lnl.o good firing PO-I.IO ~l'I'CVCllt hcat ('X,haURliOll.,,! 

i\\lg. J9 (AI')· llnd(']' II swpl· sitjnHs, but throe of tlie flV('1 Suddenly, ~ ~'oun~~ {'())'jlOlill: 
tcring midday SUlI, U.S. Ma'l boggod down in a dee)1 paddy. shoutcd: "Okay, IIwn, wC'1'r[ 

rine Supply Columll ~1 lUll1-' A Viet Cong knoC'Ked out, Marines, Let's do the job." 
b('I'('(1 10 il~ clNllh ~'('k[('l'dfty: ollr of lite J'elllaining A])111'1IIu; JI<' ~lartp<l to (')imh olll hill 
in tile lllOl'~,;S of It Yi(,tllmnrse' hv droppillg a ~~]'rnacle in t.he 'II hullp\. hit him hPlwrell \,lIP 
rjee pacldy. . h'!t!('1t ~s it e-clgNl \ow1I1'c1 t.he c,yes hc,for(' h(' ('ould raise his 

Bv the cnel (If th(' dftv thc , ., . 
8I'II;0J',('(1 column, 20'1 !(l~IH of tanks for JIl'O!C'C!.lOlI. J hl' hlast rifle. 
slC'cl, was no morr. Rome of ki11rcl !wo AlllcricllHs I\ml J':n('my J~ JI('\(1 Off 
tll(' .30 Jc-;IIII(,J'JI!'('ks SlIJ'\'ivoc! w(rllltc1c-r1 oth('IJ\~ jn~icle'. Tlw Mftrille-s held off the' 
tIll' withrring Vip! Con;! It!- l\101'tRJ'S bOllllccd (Iff Ihe ·1C'llf'lllV in!lo the lRte MIC'l'JJOOB, 
!~ck hut BOll(' C'~('ltll('!! lIll- AlI1r~'kftn vchicles, iUHl J'ass when' Air Rt.l'ikcl> hcgan to (·ftl'\' 

liHll'k('cL , Wilt ('h('(1 liS Vipt COllg with (he- PI'('f;SlIl'r on tile }'('·mmmt.~ 
. ~Il" t!Jp haltl,d]('I!! lilY !J~(>ll1l111\111iU(J]: h[tndolic'J's, hlHc-I( II of .~;Olttml~ ?l. TllC'Y, ~tf.IY('(l [t~, 

!lJlIl,., of !·he (Ollllllll - j1\ ( p,d!1TIlH \1Jllr(JJ'l1l~ Mid ('II}l)Oll- thell' POSitIons thl01l[!h Ill( 
RI('e'I-~h~lcl Am!l:aks. :J[l-!OB, fl1;~:ccl sled hel)]1('ls Idillehed :nir:ht. ' 
fIIl1pIJIIllOlIs vrlJlcks Itllel two 1m Al11!I'I1]; :~O ~'1\1'(ls to his I A wli!al',\' Iwlico}'!l'.r l1tllclNI\ 
J\'I-1B (allks. TIJ(·y w('re part of, left. Ht' dftylJrcah, lIlisial(ing the 

':UI!' loll ill !lte hatlk of \'illl· 1 . : 
• (11 Oil,! 1'(,llillwln, WIINC tll(' Clue of the (\\,0 clrivC'l's \Vil~. ' 

]\,] •. ' ('S ClI!'II"('<1 ill 11w h('~\'·' killc·d IlS )](' h-aped out of t.he hotly-Ilttercd flc·](1 for 11 IM)(1-
nllll, ". I . 

irs! U,S. fil~h! ill!~ 01 lh(' Vip!. volJ1rk. 'fll(' olllier Wits (:\ll i])!~ zonC'. The A. III e r.l (' a It s 
'(I(I""'·j 11" IJ11'lIp!s in '!:ll(' ])ac1dv- J'llslll'C] from !lic'n' ,,('jilek, !o IlHllH'S(, W(lr. • 1 n:.L -.' " • - • 

fic'1c!. the ('h(')lp('l', (' a r r y J n!' !l,C' 
J'::1~~' Jillll E);)'('(',j('(1 WOlllldrc1, 

The "suppl)' Jlokr,~" of Col· '1'1111'(1 J'"o('.lwcl (lut . 
. It "'CIS fj Iitl.Ir aft('1' 11(0)) 'J'll(' h('11('0)1(e]' ('ViU'lIllj(,(l 

IIlllll 21 hll(1 flgul'('<1 011 all ,.. " . ' 

I ,',"'11 11" J" (in' I !he S(')'JOHS]Y hlju]'ed III tll'O ("IS\' 1'1111. The-il' missioll \\'IIS 110\\. II I . J( stln )(.1 g'. .' 
, " l ' II, J I r 'I 'J' flil'hk The drlH1 W(,1'(, !f'rt hr'. t.o rr\ to Ill!' h('HC'hlH'IH1 , J'('- (OWll OIl .IC J OOC)( ( I (C .' , 

supplv H lille cOlllpany anc1 rC'- Jl II d d y, 1 h (' Vie teo 11 g hlJld, 
tUl'll 'jo l.hr 'lth FJpC'l lllOUH'I' knorkrcl out II l.hiJ'{] AIllI~'a];1 
ship itIICliOI'('cl it mile- off and the sll]'vil'ol'~ WUI~h(' 

shorC', prot('c(ion in th<' othel' ! \\'0. 
Thrv IH'(;onlI'Jishecl onr of' . " 

11 I,·!··,· 'rhe. intC'l'lol' COmpAl'tmcn(s: 
)(' 0 'J('(' IV(,S, . \ 
Olt('C' out of Ihe wa!c!', the- of the m('t~l Ill()n~(el'~ \H'{'fllllC' 

Jllll:£, A mtrah floJlIJ('.[/ from ('nu\dnol1'~. St~ff Sgt. .1R('k 
011(' ric(' l'~cld~· 10 lIllO!.])C']', llll- Merino of J ,omitn, C~lif., ~flid, 

\

"'i("Jd Y L(,ltcm(lth~ lIIli1blr' to/ 
the 1II('ll sJllft~h('(1 wn!c']' on!' 

find t.heir \I'~~', Again alHI'1 
,Wnin, (h(' MariJl('~ e.~ll('(l out· 

I I ' , I i (0 c'om )1It InOII 111 Ow flC' c1, 
hilt [,li\('el I.e) }cwfltr 1h(' IilJ('i 
('OlllpRny (hI',\' had 'bc'('n c1c'sig-; 

il)al('(] (0 r('sl1Jlpl~', 

: A! II fl.ll1., til(' ('ollil Jl II 
I foulld ltsc)f cl{'('Jl in Pile-illY 
'(cnil o)'y. 
I Bli,,·k-c]lid Vid Cong sud­
ld(,lll~' l'OS(' like .loell~ts Ollt of' 
hrclgc rows and swalllp's, Ex­
pl()sj()Jl~ cruptec1 all Ill'oullcl 
the COh1ll11l, l'('('/Illcr! Ct Sill'· 
vivor, Lml('r ep!. Hlc-hfll'c1l'ass 
(If )JoJllrwc>oc1, )JJ. An armor-, 
»i('Jcin;~ sl}C'lJ hit the Jc-ItrliJl!!i 
titlll;, wOltllcling two 1lH'1l in-I 
hH/('. \ 

THE WAS)]] NGTON POST 

PAGE A·]O 

AUGUST 70) 

DECLASSIFIED 

1/-



( 

I 'j' i( , CF !,; 
»). h! II'IG In. ;',:. c; 
/ \\'Y YFFIJ, 
}' ;': ('i Qle:-,,~'::/ 

) I': CClLf'}:1,I), in J'i)',!' 

'!(i !;UEt UM}/ (> ,« H X Ll:F 
):lli:; I,'CHI Cr (-: 71; (~! 
! '(\ nllm~-: /C?: n,FTf'.{,(': 
;> if. C;,IV GL (: 
l:UfJ\('l.lC'f!' rl~' 

trl' 

DECLASSIFIED .e 

:' ) 

~,\ );;, 
b~: .!)I . 

• h :.1.) 
,.*' ..... , 
,;~' "1: 
':')1"1, 

[ .~ '" '" 103 '1'1" L ~ ~ " ... ~ AT " AI IH , Of DO '" " " OM "or !s=~'-~ ""-=~~-'---'--' 
PUNCH (ODE: 000· COG OO·AnlON O-INFORMAlION 04) GPO 16 - 77676 - 1 NAVMC HQ 2-ADM (R~)J3J.-

DECLASSIFIED 



( 

VV CWM656CRS536 

00 RUECEM 
ZNY SSSSS ZFH2 RUEKDA ' 

RUECW T NAVY FLAG PLOT 

RUECEM T MARCOR? CMD CEN 

FCA454 
00 RUEHCR 
ZNY SSSSS ZFH2 
ACN524 

TELECON ITEM FOLLOWS 

o 2011:S0Z 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

,FM MACV ' 

TO NMCC 
INFO CINC?AC 
BT " 
st. C' RET' 

,REF'ERRNCE PETER ARNETT STORY ON M.~.RINE. SU?PL'( COLUMN. THE 

,CHIE:F ,OF STAFF' OF ~rHE 11 IM Ar, COL. FULLER f AND TJfE G-3, 'COL. 

WYCOFF, FURNISHED ACCOUNT OF THE INCIDENT \FTER HAVING HAD THE 

,I\RMr;:TT STORY READ TO THE~1 ~ CO~it'lENTS FOLLO~):
 

'., ( ,.3RD BN,$RD REGINENT ON R rC;\.(T FLANK OF BEACHHEAD. 20 , 

. Jtw, 4TH MARINE,S O~LEFTOF' 3RD BN. AN ENEiiY SALIENT OF ABOUt 300 YARDS 

;:}EXISTED BEt\1EEM THE nJO BN 9 S AS L1NK UP HAu Nor BEEN ! 

:i, .. ~cg~P~~~~E~ ~bR~iMgog~I~~~6D~~T.F_QJJlL 
Iit1ILAQg, 'r_~~_.usJ.AN.KS :J>. 

;,?A~D Q,NE. .... FJ...AME_ THI19JlElLl .. AN,K. THE M1'tRACS' ARMED WITH ONE .30 ii5 ;.": ' 

':~;'{:;'Ct\L'IaER MACH I~GUN EACH.' 'fHE STATEMENT BY ARNETT THAT MEN ~':;,~, ~~ 

':S;;FIGUI~,ED HAD "EASY RUN"" CO}1?LETEL Y UNTRUE. THERE IS NO "EASY:.::'~, 

":RUN" ,IN A SEACHHEADAllEA ,\\fHICH IS HEAVILY ENGAGED WITH THE ~/.,~ l' 

:~!:ENr:;MY. THAT IS HHY --·TliE COL,mm HAD TANKS FOR PROTECTION. . /'r.:,1 

, 3. CONFUSION nOEs EX IS'!' IN THE INITIAL STAGES OF ANY ~, "H. 

,BATTLE, PARTICULARLY A BEACHHEAD O?£RATION. HOWEVER. THE 'l"-.,) ~/~'; 

'SU??4Y COLUMN \'IAS IN CONSTANT RADIO CON'tACT WITH THE UNITS ON (::r) "·I/~., 

i' ,THE FRONT.. THEY KNEW; THAT THE Co!~PANY THEY \:JERE TO RESUPPLY I.·n :;v 

i WAS ABOUT 400 ':YARDSTOTHE!R LtF'T. THE COLUl1N CAME OVER THE 

~ BEACH BEHtNDl'HE 3Rt) .:SATTALION AND \~AS MOVING LATERALLY 

I BEHIND THEIR LINES TO REACH THE 2D BATTALION. IN DOING so, 

r THEY 'CROSSED 1'HE SALIENT tmICH EXISTED BET\1EEN THE TWO BN'S. 

1'., THEVd.JERE TAKEN UNDER INTENSE FIRE BY HARD CORE VC WITH 75 AND 

t/: '7MM.·RECO.t.IL~ESS R!FLES, IQMM MORTARS f MACHINE GUNS AND SMALl. 

i " ,. .... ':: " ':<.;>. ';' , 

( 
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b.' ' ", ~;'" ':," \ .. ~:~ :;;.!: G H Y r '~< ;::-'L i :~: ~-; '.T' "~,,"f "~' ',<'~ (;(;L: i:: \' ~.,::;:; L... OC \ l ,.,-:;~ F •. l ,'~ ~~~ .:., \_1 •• --, " 

Frl;\ 'f1.E 2D F;N. TICS I~ . ~)D.. [1-::::'( ;,{:~):(:: rJ rU\:;rO.Tf\Ci.·~ 

IA,lEI'.) \,nJl'." .... , \)1:, T1J'EY "1'~-1;'\\r:- CII . 10",1 C··:->()t':'S·l';\~C ',''-Ii.'' C:"'Lyt'I,~T 11' . '.' fl.r'lI\C·,l'tj'D 
f\ ~"n,' n ~"-" _~ I;~J .... l\\'.~. ,f~.' ",11 ........... (1 ....... ' .. loLl ... ,", ,"\ .. 6t"j r\L:. 

BYC'""JPERIOR PYRE POPEP.~ Tt;):y Dl:) )lOT "CALL AT ONE 3~~,Ti-!EN 

TH._JEXT ~JITX NO A1"1?NT ION :~~: ~n~l~ F'!\ ID TO 'fHE!'l.," ,nlEY 

tANDE,D BEl.{n-m TI-{E .oRD S~? i\~JD :-)~:OCESDED TO\vARD THEIR 

DESTINATIO~l, IN RADIO CONT/i.eT AT ALL TIMES. 
4. I~ MANEUVERING T~RU THE RICE PADDYS TOVARD THE 2D BN 

.AND 'mILE Cl'~:OSSING THE SALl£NT ~ TI·IE COLUMN DID V.EER RIGWf INTO 

THE SALIENT TO GET AROUND AN 09STRUCTION. THEY WERE NOT AHEAD 

,OF' THE NEAREST RIFLEMEN BUT BET\:)EEN THEM IN THE SALIENT. 

5. THE STATEMENT THAT THE SUPFLY ~EN WERE NOT TRAINED FOR 

lHIS KIND OF MANEUVERING IS DENIED BY THE III MAF~ ALL OF 

THEIR MARINES INCLUDING DRIVERS ARE THROUGHOULY T:~AINED IN 

THEIR JOBS. 
6. THE COLUMN RADIOED FOR l-!ELP. THE BN EX 0 OF 3RD BN, THE 

NEAREST UNIT, MADE UP AN Am10RED COLUNN OF 1)J_9_1A.~.KS. T,HRE_t 

ONTOS AND TWO AMTRACS SUPPORTED BY INFANTRY FROM THE BN HQS • 

. THrs-rORCE EI\jGAGED THE VC IN THE SALIENT. THE 30 MEN 

IN TH! SUPPLY COLUMN PULLED BACK UNDER THE COVERING FIRE 

.. 8iHNGING 'OUT THEIR DEAD AND \-10UNf'ED. 
7. THE INFANTRY ELEI'lENr OF 1'I!E RELIEF FORCE HELD THE 

SALIENT UNTIL RELIVED BY ELF.t<1E~TS OF' THE 3RD BN. 

;,' 8. THE BATTLE CONDrttONS EXISTING AT THE TU1E OF THE INCIDENT 

ARE DESCRIBED BY tfJ.4RINE OFFICERS AS SIrlILAR TO THOSE ENCOUNTERED 

. ON BEACHHEAD AcrIONS IN \,g'1 II ... STRONGLY FORTIFIED POSITIONS 

HELD BY \<IELL TR AINEDII HP.RD CORE M A IN FORCE TROOPS. 

" 9. DETAILED BREAXDOUN OF SUP?LY COLm1N CASUALTIES WIl..l.. FOLLOW. 

\ t? A BACKGROUND HlVEST!GATION OF Pl<:TERARNETT ~lAS 

d.J(JCTED IN SAIGON IN t·1AY 65. IT ,REVEALED NO BASIS FOR 

JUDGlNG ANTI-AMERICf\N' BIAS. ARNETT IS NEVI ZEALANDER BY 

.. BIRTH, MARRIED TO VIETNM1ESE N~.TIONAL. HE IS' 

TEMPERMtNTAL, HAD ADMItTED WRITING SLANTED srORIESWHEN 

DISPLEASED BY ACTIONS 01'" MILlT ARY. IN GENERAL, HE WRITES 

~NSATIONAL TYPE STORIES. -
G?-4 . 
BT 
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Myheart:t.est congratulations on the important sU90ess won by the Marines 

of the III MA'F against the Viet Cong southot, Chu Lai. 1'hio action pro ... 

videa renewed evidence that today's/generation of Marines, and the 

te' Seventh Fl.eet Sailors who supported th~, are worthy successors to the 
':;/ 
" 

men of the Navy and Marine Corps who have fought so well together through .. 

out our Nation's history. I note with particular ~atistaotion the 

excellent coordination ot all our arms in a complex'triphibious assault 

against a wilY guerrilla enemy well e~trenChed in diffioult terrain. 

Please pass my congratulations to all who participated in the planning 

and execution of the battle including those Army and ~r Force units 
, ~. 

whose valuable assistanoe contributed signifioantly to the suocess~ ~;}:t: 
C!::'I';; ,b, 

outcome of the operation. Signed Paul 'H. Nitze, Secretary of the Navy:,:: ~,n 
. ~,;:~ 'J.' 
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~·)7!: ~:T R O'\~r.: D M 

;.::+> IlnVN Ui'Jrn; mCLUl)'::: ':lD VN r:'MnNE eN, :~D EN., 51ST, INF~ OtJE 
:;'; l:Y )(fi:iiil~l P.i(fY$ om;: I\FC 'j'1100P MlD ONE CO 3D BN, ,l5TH lNF. THE 
:!,:'If r.:td~G}')1 EN IS IN m:r:<J::r(VF hT G!UANG rWAlcc THESE UNITS f.~HE IN 
(~)l) jT }C'l,) ',\'0 'fHE HEel IONI~l F'Of(C:l~ UN ITS AND INTERRO'GA'f 1O~ TE(-\MS \\'){lCH 
r,\\j''.,c~,I;~l:'j'lCIPI''rE:D nwr~ 'lHT:: ~;TIHITti DETAILS OF R'~~ PARTICIPATION 

~. G~H THY, CG J CORPS PERSONALLY CONCURRt6 IN THE PLAN 
D U Y G F !:j \'J f\ L 'f • ' \: ,; , 

L'. \';1' UN1}~3 FnOli; THE !'nov HleE OF BINH SOW'ESTABLISHED 
'i.l nf< (:iiBUSH p~)~;:rr IONS TO 'j'm~ VJE: ST OF THE OBJECT~~E ARE/' ON THE 
liC'; Wi d)' H~ t'. ue .J '. ''''r 

( 
""'('I:"'! (')(' ""01'" c .. n/l· ... '''FCf,.· OINt' SC)N f::JROVlr~i('E jJAVE' tC'C""C"'EI :, Li\lJC:I'.I\ 'j/,UJ IJ lLd')~" j'·\ln '.In. il.L'(v 1M. 11.3 .. )L)!.',) 

i\' CDLI1{1!WEr;:::; FF(OM THE f:'TAf\T ?JY INTEHROGATION or~: PRISONEH£; AND 
l
' . \ , :;,-~~, f 

{:nl i.J..1 M,3. ", 
n< COfq~rNCIN(; {IT 2: H16D0H THE 3D HVN ~IAR BN{ (RE lNG) P.ND 2D 

;,,;\1)~) f,W l£liV~iLTH~[J nJ ~~Ef\RCHING OUT CMIES,:.E 
;u;,n~LU;f ETC. THEIR M:lILIIY TO CONVERSE WITH LO~CAL VILLAGERS 
l/;HE IHE.I~ "'E!'IY USEFUL Fem THIS.. IT IS ANTICIf"A1J;D THAT nlIS 
!i;<iJUi)' ION \11 ILL CONT JNUE FOn ABouT T\~O DAYS~ " . 

1:., r,'oun {:HVN SGUUT DOG~3 ~HTHAHVN HANDLERS ARE DE ING USED 
T Hi;: ~:il~ (\ H C H • .. 

,... 'j' VF (~It) \iE' 1::""'(1 N (' .... 1 C··,,·I() ,-\t',JD F~t;> )"r CH 1';"f'1 C D.I-\· ... t:: If: 1) I.li',. 'Il";' . ' ,... ,1".. .,,} L '.. I" ,,} \i t· I ". d~ l 1.1_ .' V fI • \ ." 

F{\J:i,J;,i'. 'On!'. OHLFCK (DDo 86G) mr~;A!NS TO PROV IDE I'MV['~L OUi~"' 
1; ),nE >:~upr)OH'i' 4' ~".' 

~)t 'fHF: iHdUnE: OF' PEESENT BE~nSTANCE IS AS l"OLl.,OWS~ sponfdJJ:C 
:}~ IPE),: FmE FF\or~ If;OU\TED VC GBOUPSFROM C(WES,"!~TUNNELSt ;';PWEn 
l;'nJ~:':;! ETC. NO OHGMlIZLD f~ESISTANCE IS BE ING !~ET" 

II ~ IT IS TENIAT IVEL Y PLANNED 19. tEmONri IE: OPN STAHL Imrr ON 
1;(1, AUG 6~), r~T vJHICl{ T n:E {ILL UN ITSW ILL BE \Hla~R~\'IN~, 
(;j"'/j 
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps 

Washington, D. C. 

I n response to questions posed by MCCC on 21 Aug, FMFPAC CC 

submitted the followi ng: 

I. \.1.. Wha t intelligence has operation Starlight produced? 

A. Intelligence indicates that the 1st Regtll CP and 

elements of the 45th, 60th, 80th, and 90th 8ns were located in the 

objective a rea. It is likely that the heavy weapons Bn was there a Iso. 

On it's recent move into the area, the Regt began extensive fortification 

of the region to include tunnels, caves, bunkers, and trenches. Never­

theless, it is unlikely that the Regt had deployed to the area for defensive 

purposes. The report that a sand table of the Chu Lai airfield area was 

being used for training purposes, a vee report that an attack was scheduled 

for 0700, 18 Aug, and numerous previous reports that the VC were plann­

ing offensive operations during the 19 Aug holiday period, would appear to 

confirm the fact that the 1st ve Regt was planning to attack Chu Lai and 

that the attack was most likely thwarted by the timely USMC attack. Although 

the VC have in the past avoided large scale engagements with Marire forces, 

it is evident that they a re wi lling to take th is risk for a Mcrative ta rget and 

that when backed to the wa II, they a re capable of offeri ng tenacious 

resistance, especially in an area where terrain favors the defender. 
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( SUBJ: OPERATION STARLIGHT 

2. w. vVhat documents were captured and wta t type? 

A. Approximately 113 mai I bag of documents are now 

at the 3d ITT at Danang and more are on the way from Chu Lai. Material 

at 3d ITT consists of 30 propaganda items, 7 expenditure accounts for food, 

6 personal diaries, 2 schematics of PRC-IO radios, am an abbreviated 

radio code. There are two black books of RVN personnel, political activity 

reports, documents on first aid and personal hygiene, and numerous 

other miscellaneous subjects. 

3. Q. Weapons captu red, number and type? 

A. At Danang there are 84 assorted small arms, 67 

pounds of TNT, and 100 feet of detonating cord. At Chu Lai are two BAR's, 

one 60MM mortar, and 30 - 40 small arms. 

4. ll. vVhat dialect do POW's speak? 

A. All VCC/VC S speak the centra I dia lect. 

5. I..l. Was Van Tuong the 1st Regt CP? 

A. It is believed to be the CP, based on the amount of 

Comm lines running into the hamlet and on the finding of telephone 

headsets, Telephone and radio handsets, and on the extent of fortified 

positions and resistance encountered there. VCC interrogation has not 

supported this specific location, but two locations obtained in interrogations 

are within the objective area. 

6. Q. VCcasualties? 
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SUBJ: OPERAllON STARLI GHT 

A. VC KIA 599 

VCC/VCS 122 (of these 94 were cleared and released, 

6 were conti rmed VC, 22 are VC S)' 

7. L1. VC WIA? 

A. The six captured were WI A. Elements of a 4th 

Marines ITT spot report contains a report of VC having left the area at 

200100H carrying six WIA. This is an unconfirmed report. A sweep of 

the area is being conducted by USMC and ARVN units, searching caves 

and tunnels. 

FMFPAC CC FONECON 221315W (U) 
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• • MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps 

Washington, D. C. 

22 August 1965 

I NFORMAT I ON MEMORAND UM BRIEFED IN lSi --------------.-------
From: vVatch Officer 

Subj: OPERATION STAR LITE 

1. All companies of 3/7 are ashore with the last company landing at 
212230Z. Present intentions are to backload 3/7 on the 24th. 

TELECON: FMFPAC 222045Z (U) 

-cMc·-~ .. ----l"·~·'-·'·· .. ·"·'···" .. '" " ..... , .. ~,--... --. 
ACMC'-::~'I 
JvliLSLC ~ I 
com "'''-£ I 
DC/S(P&i»)'~ I . 
SGS .. I 
:.:.~._~"~-... ,.. ... I ' . 

______ l_,_._.~ .. _ ... _ ... _ .... _. __ .... 
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• • 
I ndications pointing towards the VC planning an 

attack on Chu lai included a sand table of the area, numerous 
reports of a 19 August offensive, and a VCC report of a 
0700 18 August attack. 

The amount of communications equipment found in 
VAN TUONG is the basis for the belief that the village was 
the CP for the 1st VC Regiment. 

The USS Ga Iveston, Prichett and Orlech fi red over 
1400 rds of 5 and 6 inch ammo in support of Operation Star­
lite, 18-24 Aug. 
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DEPARTMENT OF DElA1SE 
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(.,j, SUBJ: VIETNAMESE REACTION TO MARINE VICTORY 

( .• FROM CERTAIN ARVN GENERAL OFFICERS ON THE JOINT GENERAL 
STAFF, WE HAVE RECEIVED A RATHER PECULIAR REACTION TO THE MARINE 
VICTORY SOUTH OF CHU LAl. WHILE NOT HOSTlLE, THE REACTON WAS 
CLEARLY SOMEWHAT DISPARAGING AND PROBABLY INDICATES A SENSITIVITY 
TO THE EXTENSIVE PRESS COVERAGE OF THE MARINE ACTION. 
2. WE INTEND TO MAKE EVERY POSSIBLE EFFORT TO PORTRAY OUR 
OPPTPERATIONS AS COMBINED IN NATURE. THIS MEANS WE MUST INCLUDE IN 
THt EARLY STAGES OF ANY LARGE OPERATION SOME VIETNAMESE ELEMENTS 

TTO WHICH A FAIR SHARE OF THE CREDIT CAN BE ATTRIBUTED. WE ARE 
NOT OVERl.Y CONCRNED ABOUT THIS FIRST ADVERSE REACTION, BUT WISH 
TO FLBXLIT FOR ALL INTERESTED PARTIESo 
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VIET CONG ~/EAPONS AND Af'J!I1UNITIONS, SOURCE OF 
1. INTERROGAT ION OF CAPT IVES HAS REVEALED NO INFOHNAT ION 
AS TO SOURCE OF WEAPONS OR HOW THEY ARRIVED IN THE HANDS 
OF THE CAPT IVES, ONL Y THAT THEY ~JERE ISSUED BY SQUAD AND 
fl.T LORS. 
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!VAT 49 III FRENCH SUB MACHINE GUNSo U0 5. BAR'S9 NODEL 30 
CARBINES, THOMPSON SUBoNACHINE GUNS ANO N-t GAR/mos. 
3. INTERROGATORS ~1 ILL CONT INUE TO SEARCH FOR DESIRED INFO. 
GP-4 
BT 

.. '.ODUCTION 0' THIS DOCUM!NT IN WHOle 011 IN PAIIT IS PIOHI.IUD IKCEPT WITH PUMISSION Of THE ISSUING omCf 

CONFIDENTIAL (When filled In) 

UIICH CODE:· &03 &o~ CH 8M 
OOO-~G r~~~--~---+--~--+---~~~~--~--~~~~~"~~~~~ 
OO-ACTlON· 
O-IJIFO 

DECLASSIFIED 

..j:-

'·"r:~· ... , 
•. < 



DECLASSIFIED 

• SECRET· • -Ji'" (When filled In) 

'1'S COpy ---------... --,--,.,----,--
DES~ROYED ON _________ .-----
FILED IN _____________ ------

.~-------
SEOR.ET/~ri:EAJ:Y 
DES1':KOY~l, I .. ' py ON ________ .. ___ _ 

FILED Il~_ .. _.-.. .. ,~" .. ---------
-~::a..__r___,'~ 

UNCLA,SSI1!'L?· ',j, 4,·,;:l:tIAL 

FILED 1~---l-fJ--MW- .--__ ..LJ 

:I---::RE= QUIRES· DOO~ C~N1'ROL CARD /i!I.#.:::I.I,f~ 

1D"'~ .. J:i 

~'~'Y 1\.1'"1" " •. 11..1 J! 

')J':,,; ,~ t·. 
i,;;~ dJ :,.!!Wf"'~' 
!::),~ I' "~ 

,f' 

d",\'1 '~'rf ~'~ " ji 

(1;;:::;, !J " .. , l? t.,", 
'~"''I''' I . ...-

4/. "'.\> 
~~~~~~ 

REPRODUCTION OF THIS DOCUMENT IN WHOLE OR IN PART IS PROHIBITED EXCEPT WITH PERMISSION OF THE ISSUING OFFICE 

SECRET (When filled In) MAVMe HQ ,.a-ADM 
(REV. 7-62) 

PUNCH CODE: L-__ -I-~_'2.::!...~G!j-34~G~-4t.+~C~H+...2D~t_::~~:_rA:!.,D +...::.A=-G~A~-.:..:;AS=-t-.:.;.AT~~AX~;;;:I 
000 - COG " 
00 - ACTION 

o - I NFO i;~~j.!!!~L_.L_L ...... L~-:-::?-:-::::~=~_.J..._.L---Ji.-....L--';~ ___ """_ 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

.I 

• SECRET v • (When fill ed in) 

REPRODUCTION OF THIS DOCUMENT IN WHOLE OR IN PART IS PRQHlalTEO EXCEPT WITH PERMISSION OF THE ISSUING OFFICE 

'-r"" :2 7 J ~R ET (Hh en fill ed !2. C! '""''' " •. "" ,,,.,, ''':''~ I ~ 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET • • ,. 
(When fill ed In) 

PI\Ot:. 't nU}}:In 39 1'12 t'" ~" C :J\ Ie T n~ 4;' '" It •. ,'U' OJ'., ~ t:. J~ .'. 

eD THIHD i'.I~iUN£S (DANAN(D 'l8, 
(A) FI;1ST oN 

1" co A CON'IINUES THe: SZAHGH MIlD DESnWY O}:>Ei1AIIOIJ IN 
THE: SOll'l'H w:~S'r SECTOil OF THE rAoa IIJ SE~~RCH FOR Th1-: REPOifrED 
vc CAKPS1TF:~ PATfWtS UEBE,GCHJDlJCIE:D VIC (AT 86:;~~9)(AT 8L!6679) 
'AN)) <AT 879,~:?5) ... IJO HEPOfH'ED VC CO Nl'IiCr 4» THE PA'fiWl..S FOUtJD 
ItILEROUS SPIDER 1i~AP.s~ StEEPING t'.irrs AND SOLE DISCARDED Cl.OTHING, 
GIVING EVIDE:1GE: TriAl' THE AREA )1J\S BZEN USED AS AN OV£i11UGHT \'lAY 
Sf AT IONm 

J5~ ONE PATROL FROM CO il E~COUNTERED A S~ALL GROUP OF VC 
AT 2~510t;JeH VIC (PIT S5f$t$82')n ENSUIIJG FIRE: F'IGhl' RESLILTED HI ONE 
vc ~10UNJJED e OrlE tiil)HJJJt.: ~llAo 

3D rm: F'lHsr dNW!l..L CO:'JDUCr NOiH·.AL PATROL AND M:aUSH 
OPERATIONS WITHIN ~rHEIR A~~EJt, OF f~ESF'ONSWU.lTYIl\ UN IS CliRREN1'LY 
mEPARIN'~ FOR Er~t.Ai~KA1' IOtlSKND REt IEF i:)Y 11 h 

(8) SF;Nt,.ND BN . 
10 Ji:-J M'Jl:)U:;';H EsrAbi.,ISl1E:D ;~'i co E VIC (i.J 

85M 82 7) ~ ADE 
CONTACT tUTH MJ ESTn.A!ZD F'OUR VC (1'1' ~~53/lZ,5Ho ONE VC; WAS \WUNDED 
A'lJD THF:N CAPIIJr1ED, ALOi·1G wrrH ONE i{.-.50 CHIem·! suahACHINE GUN" om:: 
USl';C l,u01WDEDIl' 

~EPR:lDUCTION OF THIS DOCUMENT IN WHOLE 9~ IN PART IS PROHIBITED EXCEPT WITH PERMISSION OF THE ISSUING OFFICE 

SECRET (When filled In) N~VMC HQ 348' ADM (CONT'ol ('.63) 

DECLASSIFIED 

",.' 
r, 

. '.~~ 
'.," " .. ,I; 



.:' I 

~i 

,. 

DECLASSIFIED 

.. ".: r' , ~ i " • SECRET 
"' ?(:PGti~~q 

? V,ISC: SHIPS nF~:' 

(Wh.n f1l1,d In) 

1. '\'E:XF'O(\J.~ elY (Lsr .. llS3> Tz'n'. -:;::;W?:D F"t'\ 
<,'1--16 Cr.::Ali) LIFT !1S F'8LL)""~ 

£: T f\ 1"'I":"(!~:~ I 'J ~; .~.p 
t,8,IiC ... ~-3S::? 
ZTA ~v~ 12 SIP . 
~. '1"3 7~;. 5 (SU'),. I·JI) .1U l\ < L?H .. :?) i",:n; 

AlIG 

TrLLfll)~Sf~ c."Pf\<''::::'\), 'nTH H',:',: IS':; /\~D '31..1' S17( -) S"~;~/:,:H(S~r, « 131 
"in: 7~''$ ?St'5t'JH. 

'!F' 3: PER;G~J~~ ~:L: 
(t) III 'rJiF DAILY snRE:\!3'fH ;;Y ,~~~(:t.f\VZ, t;; OF' :;>,524;): 

fl'::HJST: 

n 1,,\ tiN ~ 
C~!J LA! 
,!l 21\1 

1"\1 ! '~H O'! 
T(iTI\,L 

'H'.?lrE 
OFfIC~~ S~LIST!D 

1 "'57 15673 
57? :31 '?, 

tJ.jQY": ~YUS 
?t It.7? 

~~:~ 1 9 '>.75'55 

, ','I A 

\: r,vY 
QFF'I:::~1 

S1 r;sr:::D 
f~9 1 S"3 

51 917 
~':) O~ 

1 'C: \:it' .- ,; 

?r:;7 ?7 ?S 

TOTAL 
iSS :n 
1 ?Z7 3 

~:IIO 
t ,55 J 

3'?~>11 

(2) 2AfTL~ C~SUALT!£~ 

/I I. '! AV "L R J'~ f 1 ~ s. Y ( t , 
(1) SIGHT ADJ'.JST'.t::J '~ISSI J~'::: :'![r:lI. l'IrED 1:< 3JPPOi"'H or 2/3 
SE~qCH r,:-JD Dr.:ST10Y :)?:::l~f~TIO~~ V!~: Firjo,!r; DP;;-{ ~r·: Of t: ~Y. O'~ 

l'OU::;JS :)f 5 !r!:·J'{/ 33 f\'~\~~) i~X?:Z'j:)2::) \'Y 
.) . THl:' lJt'Oe ('~L''J!=-''~T''~1 0'.)11""J:T1 I\'T ;)·'~L.r",l F'1'":"",' .... OV:T;I _ :") ., ::J ,t.! .... J , ... ) '1;1 ! \ -oJ '\.- ., f"..- .:" ....... ~ \ ..... \ _ J.J -., ~ 

li.~'2'''OU~JDS OF':> 1'.'lD::; I'~C:H (\~'~:) [:Ij~u:~~l 11J??OQT ~F oP:~qflTIT~ 
(TI\PLITS" D1Jt<:n:"J l~"?I.!t\u~; .. 

)<. FO;)!) PO',? ;~'./~o r:;:~ III \10p H,~S "~~',\IJ:::'::;T~~) THo.r CO~U::;""~CV ?c.:OVI::::: 
::' s '~STS (;O~~T'=:JLL:~J Lsr TO T';\,~l~S::'J ::;;:J",~2::: SHOh;T TO'J5 OF ·:n:'·lS:~ ~L 
F'1l0D, I"'C FDI';S :ur:::::.~ ',nL>"IT t.,'\!iY(;":'J\ T,) CHU t.I'\I .. nL? r03!) IS 
,'vd\IU-[" TO ALL"'VIA" 'fH-'[Jn')I' "'uO::;>l'i\,",~' F''''''' "P->UI'IX 0" ?"," ~. ::. J ' \ .:!.. ,I ~ ;, ~...;.} '.... .) .. ; •• , : • ("1 ... l , . ~) ,"'( .1 r j • t.J ~ ... ; ,:"i , 1l:.1 .; ... ..:..' 

o:'>lJ"!1GEES f\'m THE ~30~V'I\L P:)PULATIO\l Of :lJ,~'i::j ~{3~! ?::\J'JI:·::Z.03: 

4. CITY OJ. H'J::"OF'F' L!,qTS~ DIlC TO IrE ::1:;:;C~\1T POLITICAL 
!:~r;:'JI:)~JST~f\TIO~JS 11,1 }ill;;:, C:C In :~f»)1 11.'13 PLf\C.:C TH~ CITY OF HtL.:; OFf 

, L:'HTS TO ALL ~:lLITt:\:<Y P::'~(;3:.r~:::Lp ·~~;cr.?r r,' Tit: CO:~D1JCT OF 
~:;)'F ! C I A LX xusr >:::SS~ fH 1 ~ 1~:' 3T1-;I:; TI o:~ I::? T :::.'1? J1~.~Y ~~:-HI '!JI LL !~ f~ 
\'~fC!fI2D tiS TK~: :nTUI\TIO~: '~,''\~~t1:·!TS. 
5"flLL OIrI!!=: Ll'n IS ~J J ~>-fA'W~J:~;~ 

~'I,Gl:; 5 ~IfH?3~'l6 ~ S ::: c: F ST· 
". \Jc!I{.P,fIOIlli.c.:rt4!l TJj~,s?~&~~T IN WHOLE OR IN PART IS PROHI81TED EXCEPT \'11TH P t:·. ~ ~"1 ~.t .- ",:) .. ,., ... 1.(1 ... SECRE fi lIed i •. 

PUNCH CODE: 

• 

000 _ tOG I--.... ..;;...:.--II~F--f-..:;,..;:...+-=--..... ~~~ 1II=IW-.::.:;...+-.:;:.::.....~:;:.;:... ... I!:It--r-:_+O-:~.J-..:~r-::-:L::.:.:.-I 

00 - ACTION 
0- I MFO 

DECLASSIFIED 



( 

DECLASSIFIED 

_-TOP SECRET .;~. 

I\E)Et1!Jm.W{~ 1:2 e 9 2 41, ~16~j e 
ZNY renT . 
1'\ ') I) (,(, 6 t! '")'l /"' 

f\ t', .'~' )\:.' ~> 
FN CG FMFPP.C 
'1'0 aUf:Ci!:~I/CMC 
INfO RUCKCR/COMJTMC3 ~UA~r 
tWCXGi";/GG nlFLl\N'f 
~U~GEO/CG FMFPAC/I MAC (FWD) 
iWv} Dr Dice; liD: R i) M A~J 
:;\1' 

WHEN FILLED IN 

TOP S £ eRE T 3£CTrON ONE OF SIX 

--

fl~FPf\C \H~SlPAC SITil£P NO" ON;': FIVE. ... nJOA'3 OF /.!;.1el. (C) 

ACl 

tuFO 

1 ~ TdJ..S Sll~;MAR!Zr::S AcrJ:C)(~ AND .c:VE~TS sl\\GE 2 4 I~l. JAT£5 ARE 
SPi:crr-IED ~}Ht;Rf iV£[I;'f OCClJRRi~L) PRIOr: TO Wf'24e:ez. 
? t 1 X 1 NAF '" .... 

A" HIGHLIGHT,?; 
(1) T IU tH Yc,N INS STRllC rURE;S t\~Er:E l)i::STROYEl. l"OU;~ 3UNKE~S 

DfST~OYED~ TWENTY~FOUR ~rRUCTURES DAMAGE~ AND TWO 3U~KERS 
i')M1AC~ED IjY MA,~ INE AiI/F/ji\ I~CFT \vHILECO:-lDUCTINGSTRIKE:S IN r r 
CO~PS AREA IN SUPPORT OF ~NJ AI~ DIVISION~ 

REPRODUCTION OF THIS DOCUMENT IN WHOLE OR IN PART IS 
PROHIBITED EXCEPT WITH PERMISSION OF ,THE ISSUING OFFICE PAGE L OF "5 

r ~ < f· :z /~': 
COpy Of _lJ 

PAGES 

COPIE$ TOP SECRET INCOMING MESSAGE 
NAVMe HQ .6,-ADM (REV. 11-6" 

'29 
TOP SECRET 

WHEN FllLf!'b 

t),~ .... " ... ,. L,"·::,:ii~. 
C~'U49tl 

o 0 " .ro : I~U o_m_~.J'" -
DECLASSIFIED 



( 

( 

DECLASSIFIED 

--TOP SECRET e;;. 
WHEN fiLLED IN 

I'/\GL 2 tWHPG Ll209 TOP SEC l~ E T 
(2) ~1[.~r:)"16 Hi:LOB LHTi:D 11' $l , PAX AND 33 TON'> Of CMma IN ( 

3Uf~f)Oi~T OF III ~A~~ AN~) AHVN FOttCE:S,t . .-:.,.,";: :;,. 
(~~) NAiH1>JE OiWlJ:-.iD F'OI~CES CON~UCTIW A rOT'" OF 64 PAl';WLSI 

!V1BLI.:'HES DUiU~G 21 AUG .. ONE :-.lIGHT AX3USH i,VE:STOlt PHU3A! 
ACCOUNliO FOR FIVE VC KILLED ANJTHREE WEAPONS~ApruREJD 

(4) INTELLIGENCE REPORTS CONTINUE TO GIVE~~VIJ£NCE OF VO I 
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VC.CONTACT~ , 

2. SEOOND d:-.J HAS SCHEDULED' EXTENSI\I~. PATR'oL AND 
AM3USH OP£RATIONS FORWARD OF THEIR~PREPARED POSITIONS. 

(0) THIRD dN p FOURTH MARINES (PHU 3AI) 
1. CO c~ THIRD RECON 3N EstAdLISHEJ ~ PLAtOON SIZE 
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:lS Iv.lflHINE OPE~i.ttTION NEAH eEU LAI 

The initial surorise and tactical success effected in 
t.rw USMC operat5.on so:~th of Chu Lai (Late Item, OPSUM 192-65) 
continues to be exploited as the estimated 2,000-man va 
force appear's to be hemmed in against the sea by the acl.vanc­
lYlg IVJar::.ncD. More than 650 VC are estj.mated killed, and the 
operation continues "going well," accordlng to III MAF. As of 
190200 ED~ the Marines held two-thirds of the objective 
area. (C) 

In the first dayts fighting, stiff enemy resistance 
was encountered from va well-fortified in tunnels, caves, and 
bunkers. Air, including helicopters, artillery, and naval 
gun fire were used extensively to support the advancing 
M8.rines. The battalion of the Special Landing Force (SLF) 
was ordered ashore to assist in the operation, primarily 
iYl sealing off potential routes of escape. By nightfall, 
~.~he entrapment was believed complete, and no exfil tration 
of VC was :i.ndicated dur'ing the night. Two strong VC 
attempts to break out were repulsed. ("C) 

Latest reported Marine casualti~8 are 36 killed 
and 154 wounded and 2 missing. A high percentage of the 
wounded were not considered serious. One hundred of the 
VC killed had defihitely been confirmed by body count. 
Fifty va were captured. Ee) 
m)~: COMUSMACV 182200Z (C); COMUSMAC TELECON 190~422 (C); 

COIVIUSMACV TELECON 1907302 (C) 
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~LJ~; __ .r:1t.}3]NE OPERNrION (ltSTAH LITE") 

In a highly successful action against the large 
Viet Cong concentration south of Chu Lai, units of the 
III MAF reached final objectives on the beach after a 
day-long fight against stubborn resistance. Units of 
BJ,T 2/1.j. swept Phouc Thuan Peninsula before all battalions 
~et up night defensive positlons (see map). (s) 

During the fierce engagement yesterday, timely and 
accurate naval gunfire support was provided by the 7th 
Fleet ships USS GALVESTON (CLG-3) and USS ORLECK (DD-886), 
at times delivering fire within 100 yards of friendly 
units. (S) 

At day break, all units resumed further search and 
clear operations to eliminate remaining isolated VO 
reslstance. Caves, bunkers, trenches, and other VO 
installations in the objective area are being destroyed. (S) 

Latest US casualty figures are 52 killed and 205 
wounded. Incomplete VC casualty figures in~icate that 
over 564 VC were killed, several hundred wounded, and 
8? captured. An accurate body count has been impossible 
because of the destruction of caves and bunkers. (s) 

~~OURCES : MACV TELECON (S); MACV TELECON 1919452 (S)j 
III MAF 1918082 (s) 
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9P~BA'rION "S'rAR LITE" 

In Operation STAR LITE, south of Chu Lai, two US Ma.rine 
battalions of' the III MAF are continuing mop-up operations with 
the mission of seeking out remaining VC forces and destroying 
VC fortifications and facilities. The concrete bunkers and 
fortified areas shown on the map were pOints of strong VC re­
sistance in the early stages of the operation. (S) 

An a.dditional un:lt, BLT 1/7, was moved into the objective 
area. from Chu Lai yesterday. The 2/4 and 3/3 have been relieved 
and returned to Chu Lai, leaving the 1/7 arid 3/7 to continue the 
operatJon. Two ARVN units, the 3d VN Marine Battalion and the 
3d Battalion, 51st ARVN Infantry Regiment, began clos1ng the 
objective area at 1800 EDT last night. These forces will re­
main for a period of two days to assist in additional search 
and destroy operations as required. (S) 

Latest casualty figures are: 

KIA WIA MIA c·.1 CAPTURED 
.J 
:1 

US 45 209 1 \ 

VC 564 108 

VC casualty figures are expected to increase as mop-up oper­
ations discover additional bodies in collapsed caves and 
bunkers. (S ) 

1~-()URCES: MACV 'rELECON 202318z (S); MACV PHONECONS (S) 
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OPERfI/CION "STAH LITE" 

':f.1he 1. st and 3d US Marine ba tta1 ions of the 7th US 
Marlncs,assistcd by two South Vietnamese battalions, con­
t:Lnued mop-up operations south of Chu Lai and began the 
consolidation phase of Operation S'I'AR LITE. Only light 
enemy resistance has been encountered, principally in 
the form of sporacHc small-arms fire, The two US Marine 
battalions continued search-and-clear operations, destroy­
:i.ng caves, tunnels, and sniper pOSitions. ' (S) 

'I'he 3d South Vietnamese Marine Battalion and the 
2d Battalion, 51st ARVN Regiment, swept the area to the 
'IJest and south of the US Marines and encountered only 
minor resistance. These forces reported eight Vb kilted 
and twcl vc captured.' (S) , I 

The 2d Battalion, ~th US Marines, and 3d Battalion, 
3d US Marines, completed the move back to Chu Lal and 
arc presently occupying defensive positions in that area" (S) 

Based on more accurate tabulations frdhl the field, . 
COIVIUSMACV has revised the casualty reports as follows: 

US 

ARVN 

vo 

KIA 

50 

607 

WIA 

18~ 

3 

MIA 
~ 

CAPTURED 

~o (S) 

Ninety-four VC suspects ~reviously being held have 
.been cleared and released, (8) 

The operation is expected to continue for one more. 
day. (S) 
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INN SITUA'.I'ION 

At 231202 EDT, the Viet Cong expended approximately 21 rou.rlds of harassing Y'1Ortar fire against Bien Hoa Air Base in a I5-minute attack. The fire is believed to have come from tje west bank of the Saigon River and fell on the west end of the Air BasG. Twenty-four USAF personnel were injured, three seriously. In addition, five ARVN/VNAF enlisted men were injured. Thirty F-IOO drop tanks were destroyed. Thirteen A-IE aircraft, 4 O-IF aircraft, 1 F-IOO aircraft, and I U-IO aircraft received minor damage. One UH-IE helicopter, three J-57 jet engines, a USAF occupied hangar, and two USAF quarters were also damaged. All base flying facilities are operational. (S) 
ARVl'i ground operations of battalion-size or larger again shmvc(j a decrease with 13 operations continuing. No si~nificant ground actions were reported for 22 August. (C) 
Air activity also showed a relative decreas~, and pilot reports for 22 August indicated 165 strlJ.cturesand 4 sampans cJestroyed and 16 Viet Cong killed, (C) . .' 

. i 

On 23 August, in Dinh Tuong Province" f;orty-six heli­copters lifted three ARVN battalions into three landing zones about 40 miles southwest of Saigon. The aircraft returned ground fire from the vicinity of the landing zone and air­crews reported 38 Viet Cong killed, The ground operation was a one-day ~')ear'ch and destroy action whi oh resulted in two Viet ~ Cong KIA, two captured, and seven suspects taken. There were no friendly casualties. USAF and VNAF pilots flew 66 strike sorties in support of the operations. (U) 

SOURC~: MACV TRAFFIC (S) 

OPEHA~'ION I!,sTAH LITE" 

US Mar:1nes and RVN forces continued mopping-up operations soC) th of Chu La! wi th no contact rcp'orted. There:L s no change 1n the casualty COU,!.t repo:etecl. in OPSUM 196-65. (u) 
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Back loading and reembarkation of the 3d Battalion, 7th 
US IVJarines is scheduled to be completed not later than the 
end of daylight hours (Saigon time) on 24 August. The 1st 
Battalion of the 7th US Marines will complete a sweep of the 
operational area while returning overland to Chu Lai and is 
expected to close the Chu Lai tactical area of responsibility 
n c:'..-c. C' the end of daylight hours on 24 August. The T"' V N oper­
ation associated with Operation STAR LITE has been terminated. (C) 

SOURCE: STAR LITE TRAFFIC (C) 

USMC AIRCRAFT CRASH IN HONG KONG 

At approximately 232200 EDT, a USMC KC-130 aircraft 
crashed into the water after takeoff fromKai Tac Airport, 
Hong Kong. The aircraft J with a crew of six and 65 passengers, 
was en route to Da Nang,. ret,urbing USMC personnel who had been 
on lC2.ve. Thirteen sur vi vors have been recovered, including 
the pilot. Eyewitnesses reported that shortly after becoming 
a:i.rborne, the aircraft banked left and impacted lnto the water. 
Rescue operations are still in progress. (U). 

SOURCE: FONECON CINCPAC DO (U) 
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• 

OPEHATION "STAR LITEII 

( 

Operation STAR LITE has been completed. The 1st 
Battalion of the 7th US Marines closed the Chu La1 tactical 
ore2 of responsibility after completing a final sweep of the 
operational area wi~hout enemy contact. The 3d Battalion, . 
7th US Marines reembarked aboard USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) without 
incldent. (S) 

Preliminary results of this operation are: 

KIA 

US 45 

DOW 

6 

WIA 

203 

CAPTUR.ED 

VC 6li!- 51 (includes 42 suspects) 
log assorted weapons 

One hundred fifty·-five VC suspects were cleared and 
released. (3) 

Haeml ts of RVN operations in STAR LITE w.ere: 

RVN 

VC 7 

WIA 

3 

CAPTURED 

I 
7 weapons 

SOURCE: MACV TELECON 2502402 (3) 
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GENERAL LEvvl S M. WALT, CG III MAF, PROPOSED, ON lSAUG65, 

AN ATTACK ON THE 1ST MAIN FORCE VIET CONG REGIMENT (ESTIMATED 

2000 STRENGTH) LOCATED IN VAN TUONG PENINSULA SIX MILES SOUTH 

OF CHU LAI. 

/ .'~ (I'.l l /, " 

BASED ON ARVN INTELLIGENCE AND INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM 

THE C IVI L1AN POPULACE IND ICATING THAT THE VC FORCE WAS PREPAR­

ING TO STRIKE CHU LAI, CG III MAF INITIATED THEUNILATERAL PLAN. 

( IN ACCORD WITH MARINE CORPS DOCTRINE, AHELO-BORNE BLOCK .. 

~,. ING FORCE WAS TO BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH A SURFACE-BORNE, 

AMPH I B IOUS ASSAULT. 

RECE IV I NG APPROVAL FROM COMUSMACV,GG 111 MAF COORD1 NATED 

WITH eG, I ARVN CORPS, WHO CONCURRED WITH AND INSISTED THAT 

EXTREME SECURECY BE MAINTAINED. (IT IS APPARENT THAT COMPLETE 

TACTICAL SURPRISE WAS ACHIEVED.) 

,. 
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MA~ FORCES OPERATION STAR L~ 

u. S. MARINES 

7th Regimental Landing Team* 

3d Battalion, 3d Marines 
2d Battalion, 4th Marines 
3d, Battalion, 7th Marines (Special Landine; Force) , 
2d Battalion, l2thiMarines (-) (Artillery) , ' .. 
1st Marine Air Wing (-) 

u.s. NAVY 

Amphibious Ships 

U.S.S.BAYFlELD (APA) 
U.S.S.IWO JIMA (LPH) 
U.S.S.TALLADEGA (APA) 
U.S.S.CABILDO (LSD) 
U.S.S.POINT DEFIANCE (LSD) 
U.S.S.VERNON CITY (LST) 
2 Landing Craft utility 

·Naval Gunfire Support 

.U.S.S.GALVESTON (Cruiser) 
U.S.S.ORLECK (Destroyer) 

U.S. ARMY 

Armed HU-1B helicopters 

Light observation planes for Forward Air Controllers 

U.S. AIR FORCE 

C-123's (flareships for night illumination) 

* Approximately 3200 ground combat personnel. 
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w~4..;;~tfJ1Q~J At 1~16li landln9 zona preparaUoo 'W'8a ~uted 

b ~y' arUl1el'.V and lVJiJ.r1ll~' aJr. At 1806't>H the act BattalJ,o.n. .. 4th 

,Ma:dn~ (2/4) W&$ W14ftd Slu:nlltu~ in
 l.$t$ll.El)~W

~, 'U-l 

BLUE. At 1806bOa 3/11andfsd Oftr GRil~ ... tbllnkopwtt.t4 

2/1. 
: 1 
: 1 

i', 

&mall i\.C'.ms ~ wu reoe1ved ul* al'tlval. in the J,&·s.It 

wa..~ VfJr;l :Aa.vy in LZWmTE as ttie :Ma.l.1.nos rapS.dl$ QeplO1flti iO 

claar thij ru,"'ea. On.,~J)ha<l
16 to 18 beUcopt.e:ra la1t'Jr)), sn1aU 

ai.'ms ~udnq the iil'Gt 4;.1'8 o~. ~
 i*JF",artW,er.v and 

air otdkes WlKr8 used. ~amslY.l.Y t.:l'eWlo8the C01A4tfte:b~,
"d 

strOrllJ polnts enOOUtltet.!ed., • :' ,," ' 

\1 

.' 

II 
;.' 

At 1408H two cOmr.erdO$ Of U. 4SLi' 1aac1«11nU 'tSl.t.O\iV ' 

to fill between 2/4 'cwdijS/3 at t.U nutbe.rn pCll'u'Oft o1'fbe ~,une. 

8 y Uus Ume,. landed. 'u.11tG had ma11t1.i.Md t~e at*kln the ,"'" of ,,(, 

nea. vy X'oa1sta.noe.' 'l'~: VC vlere.mploymq laJ.'9'O .~.~ .'.' ~(f'~ ~UlU.,' . , 

ancl Qutowatic w~:8.$ WtlU,as 81mm'morta.,· .. " ... ":1~
 

l"eeo1Uen .rifles. . 41 

.:, :; 

II 

. . . ' 

The o~rw.l'O Q~." s1m~
::'t<>::how.$~h~ 

fiQbtlllq. The ,arlOs tro. m ric ..• padrASM to. . ,J~t6 .. " ,.. '.' l'W........ '.'. 

woode<1 ueas lAd, h. : 'l'h.18, oombluct wMil., . '. V~ ~h..'" 

tu.onel&nc1 bunker $;Y ms' ml4t...., move 10' !41f#1Cl1t.~!':Md,' 

('teJ:rl&l\4ea that each , ltlon })& o1ea'tt4 and ~ot~n~,
. , 

I 

.!t 181930 tho ~ain1nCJ' two oomparlies ot tn- t~LF' lan4ed. 

ave;.' a.tt~~N aeaeh ~comUl(j}nceo. aecudn9 tbEr\leach 8t'eabf)lUnd 

~l/a. Dw:1nq the day C unit or approx1m~ly 6O=en had ~en 

seeu h'yln',i to escape tn.e sea. 'J:'b.ejf wet6 oau.gbt b,v NOF on t.b~ 

;Jeach anu almost cum~letel:i ~ec1r
oatecl. 

By nigtltiall J unit~i WEn.·u attet..pLiut;j to CO'nsoUdate their 

;)Cls1tior6~' anJ coooplct~ clo$e t.he tint] al'OW1"" tile VC. rIfbe VC 

now lw.d the option~ of~tellip
UUg to orealt out of tbl:) pei.~lrttetor and 

t;.!Bca~ 1nland 0,,- r;tandrancl fight uthe.Y II.I~re hO~r.rj$d in
 ~ru:Lt 

the sea.. On t'':IO &e~ occasiQns tlley attett1l)tect to 1.l1'Qa.k throu.q!l 

l:Hl) 2/411nes and escape WO&~a.rd1 bO\;/e
v~r ooth ;t4<1Jae At.tacka wtr~ 
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.i,·~_muh;ed and too VC reti.l."co trow the ilel\L On~ CO:c.JP~lj.y 01' tne !$/~~' 

I-/U also heavUy eruJ8.g,d Qu.duq the night. 

J ' 
1 

At 190f/OOH, t~1lO\.V1n~ lntenslve prep&U"tl.tlon fire;:.;, th..-t batW11)_ 

Cl"Qssed th.;:;i!' llr"e of t,ep9.l·ture WlU l.'Emewea the attack, TtlGj :roporte" 

~.Jtt.ins of 800 ... 1000 y&J."df; llt'ltH the resista.nce atJa1n beOIm)e V$t:; . 

; leavy . At this time ~pX'oximatoly 2/3 of the obJe~U\f$ area. waft in 

.i.Aadne hands. ' :, j 

Aftur a day lonu :f1qht on the 10th ~et atublxa'n resistanoe. 

t.he lJatt.a.Uoi1S :/:'ea.ched~hoir !1nall)bjeat1ves on thet_eh~ of tee 

South China ~ea.. \ , 
. 

: . 
, i 
I, 

All units cond\1pted mop tlP opo:.:'8t1orw and. .dUtro/su eaves, 

0unkers, L.I:(;:nchoot tunnels a.nd command fao11it1es,' "The ~il.J.a?e. 

complex 01 VAN TtT~a (BS69~6
) provides every Jt,vicWno(t ot being 

( 
a heaaqw;u~te .... s Mel stitt'Ong point. Conunun1catlon lJ'Ou and tr6nooos 

radiated 1n all mroo~z from a well organi~<i dete}lslveayelem. 
, 

. 
. 

i,--, 
j, 

._, 

. ~ 

, 

~ ,,{ The thl.'ee battallons organiZed defensive peMet.era d",t1rlq 

~ .i ':r tne night in pl"eparaiicl)n fot concJ.udin9 the OPiAraUol en the 20th. 

~ ,,'\ 'iJ)'r 2/4 retlll'ued OJ- helic~ptet to CHU I.JJ. the m~rn1. ngjot .the 20th .. 

( 

'\. ~hen m?p up opeta.ti~a are cOtnpleted, the 311Wm ttembuk in 

~ ~ tne 8.r(Jpn1blouB sh1ppmq al1daswrne thelx- role. U1e sL'J!. ~II 

\ j" will continue toO mop tf and search the &rea. . __ •. _. __ 

rrI"\'1\') Tne BUPPOI't l'Elnum·sd by NOF and a.il- are j,'et)Ort~dly out-

, \ stamtill l,:. 'l'h~ Al'my tJlaceCi {,) OlE observer a.1.rcratt and 7 

lnnB u .. 'l':uect (,el1co;)t'~'f, undEn' CPCON m JvLAF,an~ the ALe EI()!'r;',c 

proviuetl at",- eVMunt1¢n vi crltically wounded frow VA ,i"jl\l\IO to 

CL.A.:U': /l..;/H. 'l11e At<.VN fOl'ces \Ilstnhl1~hect Arnout-)ilGs tothe,vast or 

I.n~ 0attle ai'ca. 'l';lese ZG.l.'v,ell t(} engage w''ly l1Gaing VC And aJ,80 , 

act ~3 rccmomaissuncd elOrtlent$ t~i:loulCl the VC attf.!rL{)t 1:0 roim:ol'ce 

:,:'com tile v/est. ' 

" ""'l 
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At 21060QH the Third Bn RVN Marine Corps and the 

2d Bn 51st ARVN Regiment commenced operations in the TRUNG 

PHAN Peninsula. Sweeping in a southern direction, they 

searched the area, exploring caves, tunnels and spider traps; 

completed the body count; and collected weapons, documents, 

and supplies. 

BLT 2/4 and 3/3 returned to Chu lai after being relieved 

by 117. 

Effective 211500H casua Ity figu res were: 

USMC - 45 KIA 
290 WIA 

1 MIA 

VC - 564 KIA (BC) 

One half of the 20 sq mile area had been covered for 

this body count. Villagers had been observed disposing of VC 

bodies by placing them in tunnels, caves, spider traps and 

covering them. 

On 24 August BLT 3/7 reemba rked as the SLF and RLT 

7 returned overland to the Chu Lai TAOR sweeping the TRUNG 

PHAN Peninsula enroute. 

Operation Starlite was terminated effective 241245Z, as 

RLT - 7 closed Chu lai, with little doubt that the 1st VC 

Regiment had been destroyed. 
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Final Casualties: 

USMC 45 KIA 203 WIA 6 DOW 

VC 614 BC 9 vce 42 ves 155 cleared & released 

ARVN 3 WIA 

vc 7 KIA 10 VC WIA 

127 U. S., French, Russian & ChiComm weapons were captured; 

including a ChiCom Rocket Launcher (3.5 in.) & 60mm ChiComm 

Mortar. 

On 26 August the province chief of MUANG NHAN 

stated that it would take the VC in his province 6 months to 

recover from the Chu Lai encounter. He further stated that 

his people had found over 300 bodies still not buried. 

On 28 August ARVN units operating in Quang Ngai 

Province reportro the discovery of 50 VC bodies within 500 

meter radius of BS698925 which were probably the results 

of Operation Sta rlite. 

These Latest figures from the Vietnamese, coupled 

with the Marine Body count brings the VC casualties to 

964 KIA. 
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PP RUEKDA ·r .\i., 

DE RUMSMA 1350J 2541206 I .' i if-
ZN Y 55 SSS :' . -.f r>}:v/"> 
P R 111203 Z '. i lJ/ // 
FM COMUSMACV . ' I' ,/ . 

CALL. 53331 
i~'i: : : 'r.C/~C 

c' :~ .) "1 C f; . .. ,tl. .• , ~ 

( . 9 l, 23 03Z 

~~HE~~~g1~~~~d ,~ OR R '-E', C' T ED;\C 0 P Y-~DESTROY All OTHERS 
RU11FUL tCOM SEVEN TH FLT .,..... -! ;' I ~" Ii •. 

INFO RUHLH5/cINCUSA ,i .,.' '0 I : " 
RUMFUAQ!CG HI MAF . C.il ni7~ 1.,~k ,,-.! . 
RUMFUU ICTF 76 ' :-A¢M(J-I~WL r- . -",. -r -t"'· .• -<'. 

RU~FUUtCTF 78 ; ::MiisEC' '''''''''1'''' .... ., ' ... ~.~"' ........ "-."-. 
~g;~gg··g~ZR DIV ·CofS ...... I~~- :-g. ~ 6' .. /t: 
ZEN SA I CORPS' OC/S(P&P)" I' ... __ .. +~.-............... . 
ZEN ISA I I ,CORPS .' sas ... ..", ... __ L~" ... "" __ .,,, 

ZEN /-SA 111 CORPS ~~.<t •• _ .. ......... , , • .1 
ZEt-: tSA IV CORPS ___ ._" .... " .... " ... l ..... "'''''''''''''''''''''''---''-

. ZEN tSA CMR J 
V'N/.SA RF PF .......... ----...... 
1, ,LeTE 70.2.1.1 
ZEN /'USATFA ... ' . 
DT ., r -.) 

SEC RET 31968 SECTION ON E OF FIVE 
COM 7TH FLT ... , HOLD FOR INFO l:" , 

USMACV SITREP (US GRO\t-JD FORCES) NUMBER 47 FOR PERIOD 09UJ01Z~TO ".' 
( •• ,'\0-

ACT: J3-8 " 

'. • i ' ~ '. . , 
f'" 

INFO: CJCS-l Jl-1 J4-3 J5-2 SACSA-S NMCC-l SAMAA-l SECDEF-7'" 
~. ) 

,'. /, 

, '~ 

'I;~ 

ASDII SA- 9 ASO/I L- 3 ASD/PA-9ASD/COMP-l 0 I A-,30 W/HOUSE" 3 STATE-1 ~.: 

, ;, 

UNClu\ '," . .. ,. ,.,1) l' 

( l"lht;D 1,..1. 
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DEPARTMEN':r. OF DEFENSE 
~. ( MAnOIlAl MIUlARY ildMMAJlD C!HIU 

101000Z SEP 65 MESSAIE CEN'IEI 

1. 888 ,-I (091001Z TO 101000Z) 
1·, (S) INTELLIGENCE SUMMARya 
.. <A)· OPE RATION PIRANHA CONCLUDED AFTER FOUR DAYS OF SEARCH, . ; 

CLEAR AND DESTRUCTION OF TUNNELS, TREl\CHES AND TRAPS. VC CONTACT : 

\'JAS SPORADIC, RANGING FROM SMALL ARMS FIRE AND SMALL ·FlREFlGHS 

TO HEAVY ENGAGEMENT OF THIRTY EIGHT VC BY B 1/7 MARINES ON 9 SEP 

RESULTING IN SEVENTEEN KIA, TVJENTY ONE VCC, AND NO FRIENDLY CA­

SUALTIES. AREA OF OPERATION ON BATANGAN PENlt,SUlA AND lELAND· 

CONTAINED NANY TUNN as, CAVES, TRENCHES, BUN ERS, BOOBY TRAPS AND 

PUNJI TRAPS. IT IS EVIDENT VC HAD SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME PRE-

PARIl\G AREA·,FOR DEFENSIVECOMBAT. CO~:SIDERABLE QUANTITY OF DRUGS 

AND MEDICINES WERE CAPTURED AND ·ARE BEIt\G FOR\oJARDtD TO J-2 MACV. 

A VC DOCTOR WOUNDED IN FIREFIGHT AT MOUTH OF TUNNEL DIED DURING· 

INERROGATION 1,IlHILE A~JAITING MEDICALEVA(;UATIm~, BUT DIVULGED THE 

FOLLo\HNG INFORMATION' CAPTIVE 'tl~AS S[l\lT TO NVN TO TRAIN. HE WAS 

INFILTRATED INTO SVN IN APRIL lSl64 WI!H 300 NVN SOLDIERS. CAP-

TIVE COULD ONLY STATE THAT HE CAME INTO SVN ACROSS SOME MOUNTAINS. 

STATED HE DID NOT KNOW FINAL DESTWATION OF300 NVN SOLDIERS 

SINCE HE WAS SEPARATED FROM THEM AT AN Ut\KNO\'JN lOCATION AND LED 

BY GUIDE TO NGHIA LAN VILLAGE (LOCATION UNKNOt.)N)M THERE HE 

TREATED VC SICK AND WOUNDED AT·A LARGE HOSPITAL- CAPTIVE HAD 

BEF1~ IN BATANGAN AREA FOR ONLY FIVE DAYS TREATING VC SICK AND 

fJ tJNDED. STA TED H HA D NOT TREATED ANY VC FROM OPERAT! ()! 

,RLI1'E. INTERROGATIONS OF SELECTED INDIVIDUAL VCC/VCS HAVE NOT 

REVEALF.D·,ANY SPECIFIC OB INFORt1ATIO~), 

(B) ON S SEP HOA VANG POLICE CHIEF FOR~IARDED INFO~ATION 

RECEIVED FROH AG EN! (8-3) THATAN ALLEGED VC CADRE STA TED 1,430 

VC ~'ERE KIA IN OPERATION STARLITE. IN ADDITION, CADRE STATED 

THAT AMONG KIA ~JAS MAJGEN IN NINE·Ju-JE DONG XOAI BATTLE. 

USARPAC NVN OB DATED FIFrEEN MAy 1965 LISTS A COL KICH AS COMMAND­

INF OR HAVING COMMANDED THE 673D INFANTRY REGIMENT AND 335 INFANTw 

Ry BRIGADE. : 

2. () OPERATIONS SUMMARY I 
.. (A) IN THE HUE PHU BAI ,TAOR, 3/4 MARINES CONTINUED TO DEFD!D 

VI TAL· AREA AT HUE PHU BAl. SFARCH ·ANDDESTROY MISSION ~lAS CONDUCT-

ED BY Cl3D RECON FROM YD 79511 
TO YD 796069 WITH WlEMENTS OF l 

3/7 MARINES IN A B.lOCKING POSIT 100 VIC i YS 796095. THIS OPERA TLON 

JCS 44316 

.... ' ... ,.,..' ," .~, ", i' '.. ,"', 
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YIELDE THIRTY FIVE VCS APPREHENDED VIC YD 790110. 

(B) IN THE DANANG TAOR, 1/1 MARIN ES CONTIN UEn TO DEFrnD 

'lTS· SECTOR THROltH EMPLOYMEl~T ·OF PATROLS AND AMBUSHES. AT 092155H 

A D 1/1 MARINES AMBUSH FIRED ON nJo VC ~lHO FLED. AT 092200H, A 

1/1 MARINE,S RECEIVED SA FIRE FROM DIRECTION VIC ·AT 85714. AN 

ARTILLERY MISSION WAS FIRED; SUBSEQUENT SEARCH REVEALED NO TRACE 

OF ve. AT 10002!SH, D 1/1 MARINES RECEIVED SA FIRE FROM T\lIO VC VIC 

AT 931.717. FIRE ~JES RETU~ED AND AREA ILLUMH!ATED AND SEARCHED. 

o NNE PlARINE \MS ~JlA. NO VC CASUALTIES. C 1/1 MRINES COMMENCED 

SEARCH AND DESTROY PATROL AT 100715H OF ·LA CHA U (2) AREA AT 

945676. BOOBY TRAPS AND SA FIRE ~JERE ENCOUNTERED. ON E MARINE 

\VAS WlA, ONE REGIONAL FORCE <ARVN) ~lAS KIA, AND THREE REGIONAL 

FORCE (ARVN) WERE WIA BY BOOBY TRAPS. EXT EN SIVE TUNNELING DISCOV­

ERED ALONG \HTH VC DOCUMENTS. TUNNELS WERE DESTROYED. 2/~ MAM , 

RINES CONTINUED ACTIVE DEFENSE OF ITS SECTOR By AGGRESSIVE PATROL 

AND AMBUSHES. AT 101100H, 'G 2/3 MARINES OBSERVED THREE VC ~JITH 

\Hl\PONS VIC AT 884797. A SUBSEQUFllT EARCH OF AREA YIELDED THREE 

veSt AT 091105H, MSG ·RECEIVED BY 1/9 MA RINES QUOTING A LOCAL 

AGENT TO EFFECT THAT A VC COMPANY "lAS Gon:G TO GATHER RICE DURING I 

CURRENT HARVEST IN AREA VIC 8T 083670 A~D BT 084680. ARTEILLERYt ! 

IlTR AND NAVAL GWFIRE ~lERE AVAILABLE TO DISERSE ILLEGAL HARVEST- f 

{)(I IDENTIFICATION OF VC AMONG LEGITIMATE FARMERS WAS CONSIDERED I 
QuESTIONABLE. A 1/9 HA RIN ES DIRECTED TO CON DUCT SEA RCH AND DES-

TROY OPERA TION FOR\~ARD OF BN MLR IN AREA FROM BT 08~670 TO BT ":i •. ::':'",,, I 
08!S660 AND IN VILLAGE OF CAU HA (2) BT 086667. APPROX 091710H , 

A 11 MARIN ES RECEiVED HEAVY SA FIRE AND 60MM AND SlMM MORTAR 

FI RE; BY eJ91720H FIREFIGHT ENDED. THREE MARIN ES WERE KIA AND 

EIGHT WIA. Tv10 VC KIA AND ESTIMT-ED T~JENTY TWO VC WIA. SEVEN 

vce. ELEMENTS OF C 1/9 MARINES REINFORCED A 19 MARINES DURING 

THIS SEARCH AND DESTROY MISSIOO AND SUSTAINED 1\,10 WIA'S. 2/9 

MARINES CONTINUED TO OCCupy POSITIONS SOUTH OF CAU DO.RIVER. AT 

091955H, F 2/9 MARINES RECEIVED ONE ROUND OF SMALL ARMS FIRE FROM 

YEN NE (4) At. 977676; NO CASUALTIES. G 2/9 ONDUCTED SFARCH AND 

DESTROY.·OPERATION AT 100630H IN QUA ·GIANG··(2) BT )0HWUEFOR ATKV 

QPQTQTH AND ESTABLISHED COMBAT BASE AT 9~5~1.5 IN SUPPORT OF ARVN 

OPERATION TO SOUTH. 12 ARTY (-) IRED MISSIONS IN SUPPORT OF COMPANY 

SEARCH AND DESTROY·,OPERATION CONDUCTED BY A 1/9 MARINES AT 0·9161'H. 

RTIL'LERY ,FO TEAM WITH"COMPANY HAD ONE KIA AND·.TWO WIA. AT UH440H· 

A TOTAL OF 328 ROS WERE FIRED AS LANDING ZooE PREPARATION FIRE 

FOR HEL.ICOPTER LANDING ,OF· "5/"5 MARIN ES. A TOTAL OF 123 MISSIONS WERE ' 

FIRED DURIN~ i THIS., PM-:, AMMO ExPDlDEDI~026 RDs ... A/3~ REC~ CONDUCTD 

BT_ ,. ,:; ',. :;'" , " \ "."" .• , " 
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HP 448 MAH.53~ 
PP RlJEKDA 
DE RUMSMA 1351J 2541206 
ZNY SSSSS 
P R 1112032 
FM C011 USMACV 
TO J?UEKDA IJCS 
RUHLHQ/Clt*CPAC 
R UNF UL tCOMSEV EN THFLT 
INFO RUHLHS/CINCUSARPAC 
RUHFUAQ/CG :tIl MAF 
RUMFUU/GTF 76 
Rm1FUU,lCTF 78 

. 'ZEN ICG .. USA RV 
ZENJCG 2D AIR DIV 
ZEN /.SA 1 CORPS 
ZENI-SA 11 CORPS 
ZEN "SA 111 CORPS 
ZEN /'SA IV CORPS 
ZJ 'SA CMR 
2EI~ JSA RF PF 
ZENI-CTE 721.2.1.1 
ZEN tUSA TFA . ,., 
8T .. 

'I '~~ 

, ' . ,. 

. ,'" 

DECLASSIFIED 

, \ 

.',,... , , 
< • :,,"'. 

.~. /"~' " 

CALL 53331 
FOR WICC".C 

SERVICE 

9 IIZ3 O~ Z 

. " 

" 

'i 
i 
: 

SEC RET 319(;8 SECTION TWO OF FIVE 
A RECON OPERATION VIC BS 5393 WHICH KILLED ONE VC AND CAPTUJ!;D WE 
RIFLE AND CARTRIDGE BELT. D/3D RECON CONTINUED COMPANY RE" 

. CON OPERATl()J IN HUE PHU ·BAt TAOR VIC YD 87UJ WHICH TERMINATES 
ELEVEN SEPt NO VC CONTACT REPORTED. 3DTK CONTINUED IN DIRECT 

, 
.' '~ . " j 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
IlAnolW. MIUTAlY UdMMAND CENIEI 

IIIWIE CMD 

SUPPORT OF 3D AND 9nt MARINES.--ti-/:5D :TK IN SUPPORT OF A 1/9 MA­
RINES SOUTHEAST OF MARBLE MOUN·TAIN VIC BT 072706, RECEIVED HEAVY 
SA FIRE. T~JO MARINES \~IA .. 3/9 MARINES CONTINUED DEFEtlSE 
OF DANANG AIRFl ELD PERIMETER AND CONDUCTED FIFTEEN PATROLS 'HTH NO 
EI~EMY COi\TACTS. 

(C) IN THE CHU LAl TAOR, PLAT FROf1 C 1/4 MARINES CONDUCTED 
PATROLS IN RESPONSE TO 11~TELLIGEl'ICE GAINED THROUGH A LOCAL .1tIFOR­
MAllT THAT APPROX THl RTY VC \'JERE MOV WG n:TO SMALL I SLAN D VIC Bt 
4712. AT 100500H, 1 C 1/4 MARINES EMBARKED n·) LVT'S VIC BT 519117, 
LANDED VIC BT 4£;8125, AND SEARCHED ·ISLAND. NO VC WERE FOlt·!D. ALL 
LOCAL NATIONALS HAD PROPER IDENT!FICATIO~l. PATROL DEPARTED ISLAND 
AT 100705H. 2/4 MARINES CONDUCTED PATROLS ·AND ESTABLISHED AHBUSJ{ES 
THROUGHOUT· .THEIR DEFENSIVE POSITION S. NO VC CONTACT, K & M 3/3' 
MARINES CONDUCTED A" SEARCH AND DESTROy OPERATION VIC BT 4700 ·AND 
SONG TRA BONG RIVER. AT 100710H T~lO CHICOH HMiD GRFJ.!ADES \'lERE 
FOUNF VIC BT 615015. AT 101130H, OPERATlm~ ~JAS CONCLUDED AND BOTH 
COMPANIES RETURNED TO BN AREA TO PREPARE FOR IMMEDIATE AIRLIFT TO 
DANANG TAOI? ALL ELEl1ENTS OF BN CLOSED OBJECTIVE IN DM~ANG TAOR 
BY 101840H ... CONDUCTED EXTI:l~SlVE PATROL ACTIOt~S IN OBJECTIVE AREA. 

(D) OPERATION PIRANHA TERMn:ATED AT 101700H ~JITH RETRACTION 
OF RLT 7 (-) FROl1 BATANGAN PENINSULA. 1/7 MARINES AND 3/7 MARINES 

( 'I)NCLUDED· SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATIONS·IN THEIR ZONES OF ACTION 
.dTH 1/7 MARINES SECURING IN TIME TO BE IN BEACH SUPPORT AREA BY 
1121UJ00H FOR BACKLOADING. 3/7 MARINES SECURED OPERATION$ AND IN 

( 

POSITIONS BY 101230H TO ·COMMENCE HELILIFT TO CHU LAAI. TANKS, 

ONTOS AND LVT'S ~IERE DETACHED BY 100615H IN ORDER TO ARRIVE IN 
BEACH SUPPORT .AREA BY 1121121630H AND COMMENCE BACKLOADING. LAST;,. UNIT 
WAS RETRACTED AT 11211630/, RESULTS OF opta SEE ~1AJOR UNIT· ACTI~NS, 
PA RA ~([BLM·· . 

(E5..J'1AJOR UNIT ACTIONS& ,JI 

:".. (1) TYPE OF' OPE RAT ION I SEARCH AND DESTROY <IN ITIATED " 
BY A MPH IBI OUS ASSAULT) 

(2) ARF.A OF OPERATION & QUANG NGAI PROVINCE , 
.( UNITS PARTICIPATU1G' 1/7, 3/7 MARINES; 3D MARU.E 

3) , BN ( RVN >; 2/4 IN F (A RVN ) 
(4) CONTROL MQI HQ, 7TH MARINES 
,(5) DrG INITIATED& 070630H 
(6) DTG TERMINATED I 10171210R 
,(7) RESULTS. FRD LOSSES (CUM) 

, \, ~ 
" , 

KIA 11 " 
WIA'& 12 ' , ' 

ENEMY LOSSES <CUM) 
KIA: 12~J vcca 46 
(4 WIA); vcsa 248, 

. , 

I ' 

j i. 
I' 

I :' . 
Ii 

~lEAPON S: 1 MAT 49, 1 
FRENCH RIFLE, 3 CAR- ) ' . 

. BINES, 2 .45 CAL PIS-:- " . 

I; ,,',':,", . • 

• ,1· .. 
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DEPARTMENf· OF DEPENSE 
NAnOIW.. MIUTARY WMMMD CINIEII 

MESSAIE canu 

(F) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS' 
(1) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS' TWO 
{2) TOTAL DA Y CONTACTS. SIX 
{4) TOTAL CONTACTS. EIGHT 
{4) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS WIO CONTACTI NINETY NINE 
.(5) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS W1TH CONTACT' 

PfWVINCEI DATE ' . FRD UNITI 
COORDINAtE TIME, ACTIOO LOSSES 
QUANG NGAllfU0!)0H PATROL Al1ST RECON 
BS 535940 NONE . 
QUANG NAM 100025H DEF N D llL 
AT 94'G7G PSN WIAt 1 0 

QUANG NAM 100715H PATROL C 1/1 
AT 945G76 WIAt 1 
THUA THIEN NOT RPTD PATROL C & L 3/4 
YD 790110 NONE 

'QUANG NAM 101100H PATROL C 2/3 
AT 884797 NONE 
QUANG NAM 091520 H PATROL A,. C 1/9 
8T 086667 KIA I 3 '. 

WIA a 11 

ENEMY UNITI 
LOSSES 
Ut,:K 

KIA I 1; SAa 1 
UNK 
NONE 
UNK 
NONE 

UNK 
vesa 35 
UNK 
VCSI 3 
lINK 
KIA' 2 
KIA. 22 (EST> 
veca 7 Q~nl~VNAM 1020H PATROL V 19 

AT 98688 .• QA C 
UNK 

KIA: 
QANVNAtt PPYEH QGOL V 19 UNK 
B PEYI -. NME VC 
3. ( PANS SUMA:R KSBNHHE HUEPHU 8'''C tiE RIF~lCO FROM MARINS 
ILL CQl\DUCT PATROL AND ESTABLISH A, BLOCKIV POSITIMUT YD 
930140 C SUPPORT OF ARVN OPERATION. ONE.'PLAT OF L 3/4 RINES 
\ULL ESTABLISH NIGHT AMBUSH POSITIONS YD 830120. 

'. 

TZCYYQCMT IN THE DANANG TAOR, 1/1 MARINES ~lILL CONTINUE TO CON" 
DUCT PATROL AND ESTABLISH AMBUSHES FOR~JARD OF ITS MLR POSITIONS •. 
2/3 MARINES WILL CONCENTRATE ON PAlROLLING t~ESTERN SECTOR OF TARO 

· \~LTH ONE PLAT OF E 2/3 MARINES AND ONE PLAT OF G 2/3 MARII\ES. ONE 
PLAT OF E 2/3 MARINES ~lILL CONTINUE TO PATROL EAST ·OF MSR. H .2/3 
MARINES WILL REMAIN IN BN RESERVE AND PATROL RED BEACH T~10. A & D ' 

· 119 MARINES (~) REINFORCED WITH TANKS AND ONTOS WILL occupy POSI­
TIONS VIC LXA.': HE HAMLET DT 090670; MISSION OF THIS ·FORCE WILL BE: 

· TO DSY VC ACCESS TO RICE FIIlDS TO NORTH AND FAST OF CAN BIEN 
, BT " . ;;". i 

...•. ':. ,·"',:,\PAGE 6 OF 6 PAGE~.· .. '. 
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4t>EPARTMENT OF DEFENSE_ 
NATIONAL MILITARY iiuMMAND ':ENTER 

MESSAGE CENTER 

J C S "/ 45'/11 SEC 3 OF 4 4 3 1 6 

PHP 4701'1AH553 
pp l~UEKDA 
DE lWNSMA 1352J 2541206 
ZN Y SSSSS .. 

C/\L L :i3331 
,ii, :,;,:cn4C 

':.' r: j) '/ I C r:-
,.'L.,. 1\ It- ....... 

P R 111203Z 
FM GOM USHA CV 
TO RUEKDA I JCS 
rWHl.HQ/Cl f~CPA C 
l~ UMFULlcOMSEVElJ THFLT 
INFO RUHL Hs/eHJ CUSARPAC 
RUMFUAQ/CG UI l"fAF 
RUl"lFUU/CTF 76 
F~UI'1FUU/CTF 78 
ZEN I CG " USA RV 
ZEN ICG 2D AIR DIV 
ZEN /. SA I CORP S 
ZEN /'SA 1 I COF?PS 
ZEN/.SA I U CORPS 
ZEN !SA IV CORPS 
ZEN /.SA CMR 
ZEN /. SA RF PF 

I. :EN /'CTE 70.2.1.1 
\ zn·! /.USA TFA·· . 

BT .. 
SEC RET 31968 SECTION THREE OF FIVE 

9 12 

-.--r·-l 
) 

'. ,'\ : 1t:~. 
" ~ 1_ . , 

T(lVEJ?A SEVEN SQUAD SIZE PATROLS AI'm ONE LVTP-nVE PATFWL \'JILL BE 
CON DUG TLlh Ttl RJi.:E: At1B USHES, FOUR LI STEN HlG POSTS Al': D THREE SCOUT 
Sr'JlPfl~ TrANS \'JILL BE ESTABLISHED. 2/9 l1ARIUFS vJILL COl,:TnlUE TO 
OCCUpy POSIT I on S SOUTH OF CU DO RI VER. S1 X PATROLS, THREE AM­
BUSHl;:S, FIVE LISTENING POSTS AND THREE: SCOUT St:lPER TEAMS ~nLL BE 

ACT .. '. ,J3-8 

INFO, CJCS-l SJCS~l J4-3 J5-2 SACSA-5 NMCC-l SAMAA-l SECDEF-7 

ASD/ISA-9 ASD/IL-3 ASD/PA-9 ASD/COMP-l DIA-30 W HOUSE-3 

STATE-1 CSA-2 CNO-2 CSAF-2 CMC-7 NIC-1 CIA-4 NSA-4 FILE-l 
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NATIONAL MILITARY ':;IlMMAND CENTER .' . 

MESSAGE CENTER 

,~ONDUC:'ED DURHiG. NIGHT OF TEN SEPt A/3D RECQi,i IS PLM)r\~n,:G RECOl\l­
~\,A~SSA~lCE OPERA1IOI<S VlC AT 84(;7 COMMENCING 101830H A~H) TERMINA­
UhG 121700H. D/3D RECON IS PLANNll\G OPERATIO!')S VIC BT 1262 C0l1-
l'lENCING HlELVE SfP. 

(C> IN THE CHU tAl TAOR. B 1/4 MARINES (-) ~nLL EXECUTE 
o PD?A TI ON VI CEROy, LANDING ·BY HELl COPTERS 1 N L Z B T 449058 AT 
110C>15H AlH) CONDUCT COl'WAT PA Tl~OL TO HAMLET OF KY SA!'!}! BT 445055 
TO DESTROY C 

VESt ONE PLAT vJILL RETURN TO MLR AT 111700H. RE­
t'lAINHlG PLAT \HLL RETU}?!! TO t1LR ON 12 SEPt ONE RIFLE GOOF 2/4 
HARnn;S vlILL CONDUCT OPERATION GOOSE, A COMBAT PATROL, FRot1110700H 
TO lllG00H VIC 8T 4502. 

(D) DURING NEST HlEN TY FOUR HOURS TH IRD l'1A RJ.l',: E DIV ISION 
tH LL COl'WUCT SEVD(TH EIGHT PATROLS AND ESTABLISH T\'JEPTY FIVE 
A11BUSHES. 
11. HFADOUARTERS, US ARMY TASK FORCE ALPHA (091001Z TO 101000Z) 
1, .. (S) INTfLLIGENCE SUMt'1ARY: NO SIGNIFICA~:T EN ACTIVITY REPORT­
ED DURING PERIOD. 1ST AIR CAV DIV ( ... ) & 2/'1 11ARINES REPORTED no 
EN CONTACT. 1ST BDI, 101ST ABN DIV·RECEIVED SA FIRE VIC BR 
465433. A/3.26 ENGR RECIEVED SA FIRE FR0l1 UNK LOCATIOP. 2/502 
INF CAPTUHED 12 VC INCLUDHiG ONE HAMLET CHIEF Ai',jD 6 GREFADES. 1/327 
INF, COHDUCTlPG OPU COLDSTEEL, FOUND MMlY C VES AND CA110UFLAGED 

If ~TRUCTURES V 1. C BR 398512. CAVE SAND STRUCTllRES vJERE DESTROYED. TF 
~ .IM1SElJ F<[CEIVED SA FIRE FROM 12 PERSm,lS I'lOVING ItlEST TO EAST VIC BR 

4'(4442. NO Kl·WNv] CHANGES TO E1< ORDER OF BATTLE. Ell CAPABJLITIES 

( 

At! D PTWBABLE COURSES OF A CTr ON RENA IN Ut,\CHAl,:G ED. 
~. <S) OPE:RATIO\'!S SUMMARY: 

. ·(A) 1ST BDE, 1015T ABN. BDE C ON TIN UED OPt'! H IG HLAN D .. OPI,l 
COLDSTEEL (USN/\ev SITREP 45) ~')AS U:ITJATED BY l/32'7 INF AT 100200H. 
1/32.7 J1\F .( ... ) COMDUCTED SEARCH Mm DESTROY OPN vJJ.TI-l T~~O COS vJHICH 
IHFILTRATED· TO ASSEI'1BLY Ar~EAS tHTHIl< AREA OF OPS. AT FIRS'!' LIGHT 
10 SEY, Bl~(-) START}:D S~'iEEP vlITH 'It-IO CO'S ABREAST. AlWTHEF~ RIFLE 
CO t'.)f;'S A J}~LAlmm ON A BL OCK 11;G P OS1T 101< .V I r: BR 387 53 3~ A STRIDE 
THI f~XJ.S OF ADVAl--:CE. StvEEPING FORCE NOVED TOv\IAFW 1 .. HlK-UP, DES­
TROYED BUNKEHS~ COl'lCEALFJ) I-IUTS, AND PUl·:JJ. STAKES El .. ROUTE. THr: 
ULOCi\H:C FORCE AI'1BUSHED VC PATROL It,:FLJ.CTJNG 9 KIA (BC),4 VC \lHA 
Al~D 4 vee; F'RIU;DLY LOSSES TOTAL 5 t:HA, H:CLUD1NG 3· 
AS A RESULT OF STEPPING Ol'·l PUNJI STAI<ES. ELE.:MEIHS vHLL COtJIPLFTl< 
LHJl\"'UP, ASSUI1E DEFENSIVE POSTURE AND SEPD OUT ANBUSH PATROLS 
DUl<H:G THE: N IG HT. SEA ReH All D DESTROY MI SSI 0;; \HU, BE RESU11ED AT 
FIRST LIGHT 11 SEP. ELEMENT OF 2/502 INF, ACTInG on INFO f?ECEIVED 
FROJ1 2 VC PIClSOIJERS CAPTURED THE ·PREVIOUS DAY, CO;<DUCTF:D SEARCH 
OF VILLAGE (THUOI\G SON (4) BR 637477 BY Qi'·:E RIFLE CO~ AT FIRST 
LIGHT, CO (.,..) SWEPT THROUGH VILLAGE CAPTURIl':G VC HA11LET CIHEF M1D 
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-, )EPARTMENT OF DEfi"ENSE_ 
.. NATIONAL MILITARY b~MMAND CENTER ' 

MESSAGE CENTER 

12cm;n.S:';}D COI'mAT GUERItJLLAS. Old,' P}dSC;':l.R U:)) SE/Il·(CHIrG 
El.El'1EiIT TCJ A C/ICtIF or 5 H{I]':V'" C:j:,E';"AnJ"S, '1'(: '\'c"!',F'O\lC)' l;'t}l,i""[J, 

~ , I.. , .#- ""'" \ '-" • " I" " ! >.. ~"" , . I 

(1) TF W\~!SD .. !ISSJSTED OPERIIThX: ~'ll VII·? FUISH (A ~'()ldTE 
srCUE:ny OPN) Ii, rOCH?UHlf1TH);! iHT}l n corlE's (,t,RV;-:). in' 09081011 
'1'1" Hl\l~,(i,: OPEi<ELJ Arm SEC\.'Ji>}J) ~nJY 19 F1WH BP 4~5L143 TO BR ~i19461 
Ur'fll. 101915Jl, f',SSJ STHJG 150 I\}~V:,: V}J1U:I.(:~·: T('j 111'!<F W)L:I'D TP1PS 
Uf'nnl'l., Qljl ;:l-10;,) fl.j.iJ) PLFJi<U. T]-' 1/18 JhF CC;"i'j .. l.,FS DLF'E1SF OF 
LlDE TIl em (J(E/\ Tn" '1'1,.,'0 (2) S ern 11'.;-; \:lERF: lot. C('j;·: 1;~ SUPPOI?T OF OPi' 
CC:LnSTHJ, SOFrlJES PREPAltED LZS PR101"< TO TROOPq~S LM~Dl:!C;. SJX 
F]W. MlSSl-OlJS \Jri?f FJmD L. StlPPOFtf OF BiH UP:,) FXpr.,i<)lJ>G 524 
l?l)S. BIlE C:0l~DUCT1'D 18 S1'1/II.1. U:.IT ACTTO!!S DUfUi'C; TEE PI'.ldOD. 
T1WET Si··1AL L Ui'<l T A C TI ON S I'JADE C OinA C T I,;JTH lie El fllEl': 'f;:';. }Nr,~ c I 
PSY OP;~ T1J'Il"i COtJDUC1'F:D P/\CTFJCATIOIi BF(lErr:c I:. lit TM! (5)$ SF? 
1*88451; APPl(OX 300 P,TTF.t)lH~lJ. SIC!'; G/IU. t':t,S CO;,i'l)CH)) 1\:':·LUY (1) 
HI~ 48.5432. 'f.5 PEJ'{SOHS ~\jEnE TREATEl).· m:D Sl:PPL I FE.; 1'1[1<[ }"<ECrlVF.!' 
FrWN USOi1FOI? SlCf< GALL PIWGPAN. PSY V!FiF?FflkF LfllELFTS \';E:I~t: I?E~ 
CEJV ED FOl? USE H·} BDE A REA. 

( , I DV C' 'AR'f S"' AIR /'<~V S"'Br-\'D"" f"I"F' '<l1;<tlt",'l"S OF~ B, \.' AI\,E P Y,l I .' \.1'\ .... U·Un~,!.,\', /' ..... I'y ... " 
nJv .. (-) PM?TICIPATED II: f\ PI~ACTICF Al.ERT HW;·l 163v),- 174'),1..:: 11S 
t-1/\j\:i:ED DE.F)o'!\S.TVE POSITJO;·:S l'JIlH i':O ~lA,JOI< ;'II'iii'jll',!1 h)<I:I\S nr--
TEeTEl: j t'JORl<: 1)1,.:l;'.1L5 Pitli:PJ\.J~H<c U;;;'f' LOCATIo.l'S HAvE 
~ '("JPLETfD APPROX 35 PfW~Ei<T OF' OVfRfIlI. TA~;~h OF CLFAF<LC 13){USr: 
'.;1) SUHVE:Y ]')I\j'[j',fi 1G DTV BI\S::: 1il'?I:r\. /\ TOTAL OF 27.3~1 H'D)(,~;,>·ous 
PIF,SOI:1·1El \:JUcfo E:lJPLOYE]) H~ CLff\I?Il:G lHWSE FI~Ur-1 PWJPOSH\ ECl JPt'.'I.) 
IIF?LAS. PL/'GUE n:OCUI/ITJO:" oS t<H!RE RECEIVED BY ~;5 CIVIl ]p,ns F}Wl1 
THE' VJ.Uf\GF OF /It: TAJ1 (3) .1:' f. JOHiT EFFOln BEH:EEI VS jll:D Vi]~T~ 
::l;l·1rSF HElJJCAL P LI?SONJ<F.l.. PHYSICAL DIM/IS PEFirORl'JED BY us Docror~s 
nEVE/ii ED 0 ;,:n,] C S[S OF ,PIAG UF. 

(C) 817 !"jI\F<IJ.:I'S. E &. F 'GI'l j/iARHn,:s CO;·'J)Ur:TJ<!) SE.J\T~CH M'[\ 
vES nwy P/I T}WL S n< ,SECTOI'? ({ITHOU T Cm.:TA CT. i\;: [ ';;./7 Nl\ j(H'!E S OP 
it: CA r'J01~G~ CR 043130~ m:CFJVFD PI Old:" NArPROBE., U110 Ffl?ED O:'E HD 
OF Sf! FIJ?1;~ nJiv i',:/\S RETUr?iED /l,t'~D m·E' CRH'IIDl' TI·;rWl;lll i3Y us PEr,-
SOi-Ji''ll; H·:D1VJnu/\J.. FlED •. O!,L 1'~l'dnl,~r'. ('lAS v]JA. \,1 [TJ-i r,j[;:OI-( \'JOUI\:D 
;~OT mOU] FUt,lG FVM-; V2 i9dHl 'J;.S c(wr:r; LJFD JWflD SE'CUJ<J. Y J\U'1G 
JWUTI O::F ]\:G TB x X \)0;:( ;)1'1(;1"'1/, C T RFV i~TF D E!7 ViiI I~L:E S 
CNDUCT1:D ,sff,HCllAj,:D DESTIn, or~GS Fm':l OGG SF ·MICP 
HSQ J:l'lr;111JCH}?EVF?ZI) t,])VI·! TSZl~m L IV 21) XDICf\P/'1 II' 
o [.;y H:Q\I,'l,'y X PU \o.)i Cl Cr? OPi';UPf1 Fru P.JCf :;;-W'i x 
FIr lO'lYH liJPHU l:lJ i([ .. Cli?Pl/UQYP TO e.:01 eVIL lh::~;: i\.Dl''iI;')''j~UZrn~D I. lilli',])!"l 
[)ioa fU1/ 0 37 eVH I/\HS II PEU TAJ un. 
I? D 1'1/\,JG U;':TT' f~cn ()i:~;: dE 
B'r 
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r\ }:l~r., ~~.f' "l ~,l;,:"~-=,, ~ .\, .• { ':::'/ .. "i l . ,'" 't . .: .\ ; 

443 I S 
.. 1' 

JCS795/11' " . i.t,' CALL 53337 
'. '.. ': .. ' . :';., .. , t', fOR ttHCC/MC " 

VVPHSi075V .' 11AH"G·,i;{";·"'~'··::;Y'';':'':'·':'f<.·!: ,,~., . "i ""'''' '.".', ~'···'·'''··'\:)'IIf.'i'''i··;·I.j·" ''S'ERVICE .' 
P? RU El<DA '.. . . :".' .... '.~"': ';','1·.:., '!~"~:"';' ;'<;"':"';" ' ..... ". ~ ..• " :.' , • '.' ',:: """:'"';' 

DE RUMSMA 1353J 2S4~~f66 
ZNY SSSSS . .: . 
P R U12fO.3Z 

i 
" 

FM COMUSNACV. 
TO RUEKDAI JCS: \;.'~: 
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC :;<')/i' '. . ' ... : .1 , ,.) 

RUMFULtCOMSEVENTHFLT .. · , , . ,.'~,"i· t 

INFO RUHUlSI.ClNCU$A~PA~ ':i, I,'it· ,:" J ~ I~, ' ! 
RUMFUAQ/CG, 1.11 MAr., .: >;, ! .1. " .. ". .' . l!, I'': i'.i I •. 

RUt1rUU/GTF' ,76';" ';,",1/'(.:; .' ~: .". i.' ; .. ;.: ki! II 1 ': 

RUMFuutCTF 78 ',;,::'" ,:,',~ ,~"'" ,I, ' ,.r . I •. i '.. ,. • ... 

. ' 'zEN/CG'USARV' ,: .. 11" ! I ",,1,'" ""'i·,:,1 

. zr;N.tC·G·~2D H'~'''t,v' ::,{ .. ,." .. ·i·~~"):\·, : ...... 1::, ... , .... \.> •. 
I ': .. : .. '. ,,' ...... .' ;." ::: : .... tII!< ~\:: IJ!\ft·· . 'i',,, . "1". ~. ':~'.: ': .. ' ,. ,.': "'.'. /,' ,c .. , ... ." .'. .' 

. " 'ZEN,lSA I CORPS '., A I' 
~ • j, . 

. ZEN/'SA. II CORPS, ,'" ,', ., , 

.( t:~~~~ i¢~c8~:~S. . .. .. ,,' .. ':<:;':'),.:.;.,':.', ,i' " ;::, 1:;,'/1,: .. , 
ZEN~SA CMR! . ;:. ') , t 
ZEN,<SA RF Pf' . , !, . \ :., ... i. 

, ZENt-CTE 7ra.2.l.1 '1 .':' t,. ;:.' 
ZEN t.USATFA ;' '. ! • 1/ ~ '1;:" 

~TE"C RET ~1~6ai SECTION FOUR OF FIVE";,,,,,,,\~~\\ ,. 

, ,'i 

i . . 

. (1) TYPE ,OF OPERATION;' ROUTE AND AREA' SECURITY 

(2) AREA OF OPERATION: BINH DINHPROVINCE 

(3) UNITS PART1CIPATINCa 1ST IilDE, 101ST A2N DIV ( ... ) 
. .. (REIN F) 

(4) C(i)NT~L IiQ~ .. HQ, 1ST iDE, 1015T ABN 
.. : " . 

ACT; J3-8 
.' , ' 

.f \; 

911 I S 53 Z 
, , I " 

, 
t" . I . , 

. , ," 

: ~ ~ , i •••• ' :; 

. .' \: 
{: 

,', 1 ' " 
INFOr CJCS"l· J1-HJ'4-3 J5-2 SACSA .. S NMCC-l SAMAA,-, SECOEF-7 ,'_ . 

. . . ','!', t., . '" :1.:.'~ j{I'y '\.~", .. ~ '~I~. t ,',,', 14 "::'t,' 

", ) 

. ASD/ISA.,9·.A~QlJl.·3 ASD/P'A-9 A.SO/COMP"·] OIA-30 W/HOUSE"'3 
• • '/' 

I 
•. 

.... 'STATE-' ~CSA~2 CNO~2 CSAF-2 CMC-7 NIC-1 CIA-4 NSA-4 FllE~I(~08)YJS! 

f,S:~:'g·:: '. . ': \,'.;'. ; 
.i~:;\:·j.'· " .;.... . PAGE 1 OF ,5 PAGES 

>. :\\; , .' : ,{~" ~. . ! 
.. ~ ; 

; , i· 
:. 

" 
.. ;:\, ::i~'~ , 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ 
\ 



DECLASSIFIED 
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(5) DTe INITIATED: 250500H 
KYL »TG TERMINATED: OONTlNUINC 
(7) RESULTSa FRD LOSSES (CUM) ENEMY LOSSES (CUM) 

KIA I ~ KIA = ~ 8 (i3 C ) ; 
WIAa l' KIA: 36 (EST), 

(E) SMAll UNIT ACTIONS: 
(1) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS; NONE 
(2) TOTAL »AY CONTACTS. ONE 
(3) T~TAL CONTACTS: ONE 

WIA: 22; WIA: 12 (EST) 
VCC: 46; VCS: 278 
4 PACK HORSES KILLED 

5. GRENADES 

(4) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS W/O CONTACT; TWENTY THREE 
(5) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS WITH CONTACT: 

PROVINCEI . DATE FRD UNIT/ ENEMY UNITI 
COQRDINA'fE TIME ACTION LOSSES·· LGSSES 
BINH DINH NOT RPTD PROBE ,E 2/7 MARINES UNK 

~ CR 043130 WIA: l' UNK 
.. j. (S) PLANS SUMMARY: __ _ 

( 

(A) 1ST iDE, 101ST ABN DIV.BDE PLANS CONTINUATION OF OPN 
HIGH.LAND AND 1/327 INF WILL CONTINUE OPN COLDSTEEL. 
PATROLLIN~ AND AMiUSHES WILL iE CONDUCTED WITHIN THE TAOR 
DURING NEXT 24 HOURS. 

(2) ADVANCE PARTY, 1ST AIR CAV. DIV (-) TO CONCENTRATE 
MAXIMUM EFFORT ON CLEARING BRUSH FROM HELIPAD AREA WHICH IS '0 

PERCENT' C·Ol1P:LETED. ,-SURVEY· WORK CREWS WILL CO NT INUE TO LAYOUT 
SUBORDINATE UNIT AREA • 

. (C) 2/7 MARINES. H 2/7 MARINES TO CONTINUE SEARCH AND 
DESTROY P.ATR~LS AN» AMBUSHES THROUGHOUT NI~HT OF 10 SEPt AT 
ll~83~H 2/7 MARINES WILL COMMENCE HELILIFT FROM PATROL BASE TO 

iN CP FOR··DEPLOYMENT IN EASTERN SECTOR OF TAGR. E & F 2/7 MARINES 
TO CONDUCT PATROL AND AMBUSH ACTIVITY WITHIN SECTOR AT 110800H, 2/7 
~RINES RECON PLAT TO BE HELILIFTED TO US SPECIAL FORCES CAMP CR . 
043331. PLAT TO SET UP PATROL BASE AT CAMP AND CONDUCT RECON 
SQUTH OF ~RID LINE ~, AND NORTH OF GRID LINE 29 EAST OF SPECIAL 
FOR CE SCAMP. 
111. 1,73D ABN WE (DELAYEP REPORT FOR PD iSlf101 Z T" ~~1~00Z) 
1. (·S)·INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY& l/RAR AND E/17 CAVREPORTED HEAR'" 
ING SA FIRE, VIC VILLAC.E, YT "(119 AT 2B21 -AND 211(1.HRS. NO C0N"" 
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1\CT WAS MADE. FROM 1(.010 - "124' HRS, AERIAL RECON WAS FLOWN OVER 
,. WAR ZONE "D n ., THE OBSERVER REPORTED CART AND FOOT TRACKS ON THE 

ROAD BETWEEN YT ~'7it)~48 AND YT 106344. GROUND FIRE WAS RECEIVED 
FROM VIC YT 080~48. FIRE WAS RETURNLJ), RESULTS UNKNOWN. GROUND 
FIRE WAS RECEIVED AND SEVERAL HUTS WERE SEEN IN THE AREA VIC YT 
143'7 AND YT 1'38. TRAIL RUNNING N - S FROM YT ~34222 TO YT 
'If)54267 SHOWED EVIDENCE OF VERY HEAvY FOOT AND CART TRAFFIC. NE 

OF HILL 58, YT ~525, ONE INDIVIDUAL WAS SEEN RUNNING INTO THE 
UNDERGROWTH. ~3 VC SUSPECTS ANO 3 CONFIRMED VC DEFECTORS CAPTURED 
2Y ELEMENTS OF THE 2/16 INF lRElNF) DURING CONDUCT OF SEARCH AND 
DESTROY OPERATION IN TAOR 7-65. THEY ARE PRESENTLY UNDERGOING 
INTERRO~ATIQN. NIGHT AERIAL REOON FLOWN OVER THE BDE AREA ON 9 

SEP, REVEALED ,NO ENEMY ACTIVITY. 
,2. (S) OPERATIONS SUMMARY: BDE CONTINUED TO DEFEND BIEN HOA 

AREA WITH SQUAD AND PLAT PATROLS, AND CO OPERATIONS, AND 
ONE iN OPERATION THROUGHOUT T~t SECTOR. DURING NIGHT OF ~10 
SEP, FOUR PLAT AND ELEVEN SQUAD PATROLS WERE CONDUCTED. A TOTAL 
OF FOURTEEN AM9USH SITES WERE ESTABLISHED BY THESE PATROLS; NEG 

( ENEMY CONTACT. 2/16 INF CONTINUED SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION. 
W2/,03 OCCUPIED AREA (;2, AT ~9083'H AND B 1/'03 OCCUPIED AREA 

" 211, AT 119112~H AND WILL REMAIN TVERNIGHT. NO ENEMY CONTACT. 
,.- ", ~/16 INF CP ESTABLISHED AT Y S 166998; ALL OTHERS REMAIN UNCHANGED. 

~t;:,,3/.319 ARTY, 161 ARTY (RNZA), 1/7 ARTY (-), AND C 8'6 ARTY CONDUCT­
"[l) FIRE MISSIONS (NUMBER UNKNOWN), EXPENDING 44' RDS. 

( 

(A> MAJQR UNIT ACTIONS: 
(1) TYPE OF OPERATION; SEARCH AND DESTROY 
(2) AREA OF OPERATION; BIEN HOA PROVINCE 
(~) UNITS PARTICIPATING: 2/16 INF (REING) (ERRONEQUS-

',LY ItIPORTED PREVIQUSLY AS 2/18 INF) 
(4) CONTROL HQ: HQ: 2/16 INF 
(5) DTG INITIATED: 081700H 
(6) DTG TERMINATED; CONTINUING: 
(7) RESULTS; FRI> LOSSES (CUM> :ENEMY LOSSES (CUM) 

NONE ves; 93 

(&> SMALL UNIT ACTIONS; 
(1) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS: NONE 
(2) TOTAL DAY CONTACTSI NONE 
(~) TOTAL CONTACTS; NONE 

. VC :DEFECTORS I 3 

(4) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS WIO CONTACT& SEVENTEEN' 
IV. 17~D AiN XFE (~91001Z TO .010002) 
1.( S) INTELL1GENCE SUMMARY: 2/16 INF REPORTED ARMED HELICOPTER 

, ~!~~!~~~~W~~~E fI~~;';S 1~;~9:t~~. Y iH~6~iti~Q~iE;'~i~~R~~ ~~E FIRE 
JilT, 
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PP RUEKDA 
DE RUMSw\ 1 354J 2541206 
.ZNY SSSSS 
P R 111203Z 
FM COMUSMACV 
TO RUEKDA IJCS 
RUHLHQ/CIN-CPAC 
RUMFULtNOMSEVENTHFLT 
INFO RUHLHS/CINCUSARPAC 
RUMFUAQ/CG 11 I MAF 
RUMFUU/GTF 76 
RUMFUUtCTF 18 
ZEN ICG •• USA RV 
ZEN,l.CG 2D AIR DIV 
ZEN,l.SA I CORPS 

DECLASSIFIED 

. , 

CALL 533a~:­
FOR UHCC/Ht'U 
SERVIC~ .~ 

9 It 1953·Z· 

ZEN,l.SA II CORPS 
( ·EN,l.SA III CORPS 
· ... ENI-SA IV CORPS 
ZEN,l.SA CMR 
ZEN,l.SA RF PF 

( 

ZEN I- CT E 70.2.1. 1 
ZEN ,I.USA TFA ....... 
BT •• 
SEC RET 31968 FINAL SECTION OF FIVE 
IN TWO INSTANCES, RESULTS UNKNOWN. FIVE VC SUSPECTS WERE APPRE­
HENDED DURING CONDUCT OF 2/16 INF· .SFARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION; 
INTERROGATION OF SUSP ECT S CONT INUES. AT 1450 HRS, AN AGENT REPORT 
SPEICIFIED A VC BATTALION VIC yT 022226 WITH 16 AA WEAPONS. BAT~ 
TALI 00 WAS REPORTED MOVING SOUTH TOWARDS XT996157 WITH MISSION : 
TO ATTACK BIEN HOA AIR BASE ON NIGHT OF 121 OR 11 SEl> WITH MORTARS. 
ARTILLERY FIRED CN SUSPECTED VC BN POSIT ION ; RESULTS UNKNOWN .• 

i 
I 
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.PARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 
NATIONAL MILITARY ~IIMMAND CEHTEI 

MfSSAGE CEHT£I 

AERIAL RECON OF SAME AREA REVEALED NO UNUSUAL ACITIVY. AERIAL 
T,Econ NORTH OF BDE AREA REVEALED ROAD BLOCK BY VEHICL[S AT XT 
r/84'*95, XT 7Belj(,1, XT 787466 AN D XT 786475, AN D ROAD BLOCK ED BY 
Tl~EES AT XI 78539G, XI 786404, XT 790417 AND XT 793433. FOXHOLES 
1.JU<E SIGHTED AT XI 658443 AND XI 745395. 
~. {S) OPERATIONS SUMMARY: BDE CONTINUED TO DEFEND BIEN HOA 
AR)'~A \llITH SQUAD AND PLAT PATROLS, CO OPE RATION S, AN D ON E BN OPERA-
1'101'] THROUGHOUT THE SECTOR. DURING NIGHT OF 9-10 SEP, 14 AMBUSHES 
\';ERE ESTABLISHED, 2 CO SIZE AND ONE PLAT SIZJ~ POSITIONS vJERE OCCU­
PIED At,S SIX opts vJERE HANNED. B 1/503 ICCUPIED AREA Ell OVER­
NIGHT AND CLOSED BN POSITION AT 101010H. B 2/503 OCCUPIED AREA 
C!::! OVERNIGHT AND CLOSED BN POSITION AT 100930Hi NEG ENEMY CONTACT. 
2/16 INF COMPLETED SE'ARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION, RETURNn~G TO 
BASE CAMP AT HH700Hi 3/319 ARTY, 161 
AltfY (RNZA), 1/7 ARTY (00\), AND C8/6 ARTY CONDUCTED FIRE ~l1SSIONS 
(NUMBER UNKN mJN), EXPEI~DING 515 RD S. 

(A> MAJOR UN IT ACTIONS: 
(1) TyPE OF OPERATION: SEARCH AND DESTROY 
{2) AREA OF OPERATION: BIEN HOA PROVINCE 
,(3) UNITS PARTICIPATING: 2/16 INF (REINF) 
(4) CONTROL HQ: HQ, 2/16 INF 
{5) DTG INITIATED: 081700H 
( 

.) DTG TERMINATED: 101700H 
(7) RESULTS: FRD LOSSES (GUI1) 

NONE 

ZELQYQCHT SI1ALL tJ:.JIT ACTIONS: 
(1) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS: NON E 
,(2) TOTAL DAY CONTACTS: NONE 
,(3) TOTAL CONTACTS: NONE 

8~EMY LOSSES (CUM) 
VC S: 98 
Vc DEFECTORS: 3 

,(4) SHALL UNIT ACTIONS iaJITHOUT CONTACT: TtvENTY THREE 
GP.-4 .. 
BT: 
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"', 

Fff. CO F'MFPAC 

TO RUECEr.llC~:C 
3T '\ 

, ' 

SEC H 

f.?EF, A" 

" '}~'_"'''''''~\Ilo.'''''~'';'~u·
" /.1MIti.;."1>l",~I:;.""",,\~ .... _~..,, .. ,,,,~.~ ~:

II_;~~' 

c: T SEC'!, X on 1 -m:--~? 
c;,;, ... 

CG ;,Y,F'P,\C 13053m:, ?,17!r, ,~.c AND 2.A f.,;" 

B ... 
CG Fr:t.F'PAC 16C5H0l ,l F'AHA 2GE 

«;;I", 

Co COEUSfr.ACV 23m';;21Z P de" PARA 311 (1) (PAS£P) c,.y 

u" CG FMFPAC f.~70&.?0Z flUG
1 

PAfM 2A 

E'O M'iliMJ:MSSY SA:GON 20(jL~4'lZ 

F j'; CCit.IJSi':ACV M 11 H~7. jI PAI~P, I.A AND :3 oA (PA,SEP) 

Go COi\:US~:ACV [.)<$11052 9 PAfiA loA (PASf:P) 

lit, cor,jUsr<ACV S0PPYZ Aue II ?lH~A 1.A 

r. COMUS~jACV 23'~R21l {~UGii ,~ARA 3"A (PASEP) 
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