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OPERATION STARLITE 18~24 AUG 1965

MCCC, 1BQS, USMC

MCCC, 1gs, usMC

MCCC, HOS, USMC

MCCC, HQS, USMC

0SDh Msg 192340Z Aug 65,

CNO Msg 1923417 Aug 65,

(1) USMC MAP STARLITE STATISTICS
(SEE LEFT SIDE OF FOLDER)

(2) SUMMARY OF OPERATION STARLITET
(Pgs 1 thru 21)

MCCC HQS, USMC SUMMARY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIF1CANT
INTREST PERIOD 180601 190600 Aug 1965
OPERATION STARLITE

SUMMARY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
PERIOD 190601 - 200600 Aug 1965

SUMMARY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
PKRIOD 200601 - 210600 Aug 1965

SUMMARY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
PERIOD 210601 - 220600 Aug 1965

SUMMARY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
PERIOD 220601 - 230600 Aug 1965

SUBJ: PRESIDENT's congratulatory message to
GENERALD WESTMORELAND reference to American
Victory at Chu Lai,

Subj: Congratulatory message to ALL HANDS, NAVY
AND MARINE COR®S who participated in OPLERATION
STARLITE

CG,I11,MAF  Msg 2006102Aug65,111 MAF SPECIAL SITREP # 10, period 200800H to

FMFPAC — Msg 200815Z Aug 65,

2013001 Aug 65 OPERATION STARLITE

Subj: TELECON HQMCCC WATCH OFFICHR & MAJ
WARFIELD) AND FMFPAC CDO (LT COJ. BARROW) 2015557
Aug 65

Subj: OPERATION STAR LITE

Jes Memo for White House
Situation Room 20 Aug
65 ‘

MCCC,HQS, USMC 20 Aug 65,

MEMO FOR THE RECORD: Subj: Call from Admiral
LEMOS, NMCC w/ Encl: (10

NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE: 20 Aug 65, U,S. MARINKS
KILL 600 GUERRILLAS IN 2-DAY BATTLE

NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE: 20 Adug 65, DEATH OVER
TAKES A U,.S. SUPPLY UNIT
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COMSEVENTHFLT Msg 200858Z Aug 65,

MACV Msg 2011307 Aug 65,
DA Msg 2013107 Aug 65,
SECNAVY  Msg 201350Z Aug 65,

MACY Msg 211000Z Aug 65,

CINCPACKFLT MSG 2212207 Aug 65,

MCCC,1IQS ,USMC, INFO MEMO 22 Aug 65,
MCCC,1QS ,USMC, INFO MEMO 22 Aug 65,

MACV Msg 230225Z Ang 65,

COMUSMACY Msg 240455A Aug 65,
CG,FMFPAC Msg 2406007 Aug 65,
¢G,113,M\F Msg 240736Z Aug 65,

MACV Msp 250340Z Aug 65,

CG,FHMFPAC Msg 2706207 Aug 65,

CGL,FHFPAC Msg 280600Z Aug 65,

NEW YORK TIMES PHOTOGRAPHS 20 Aug 65,
OF US MARINES TWO DAY OFFENSIVE AGAINST
COMMUNI&ST GUERRILLAS IN VANTUONG PENINSULA,

THE WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE 20 Aug 1965,
"MARINE SUPP]Y COLUMN LUMBERS TO DEATH"

PERSONAL MESSAGE for MGEN WALT, COL KNAPP,

~ INFO GEN GREENE, LT GEN KRULAK, BGEN HENDERSOM

FROM VADM PAUL P, BLACKBURN JR.

Subj: PET:R ARNEIT STORY ON MARINE SUYPLY
COLUMN

Subj: GENLRAL JOHNSON, CSA, CONGRATULATIONS
TO CMC, IN THE USMCVICTORY TN BATTLY ON
VAN TUONG PENINSULA, SOUTIl VIETKAM

Subj: CONGRATULATION MESSAGE ON UBMC
VICTORY AGAINST THE VIES CONG SOUTH OF
CHU LA1I,

Subj: WRAP UP OF OPN STARLITE:

CINCPACFLT SITREP NO. 196 period
220700Z Aug 65, OPERATION STRRLITE

Subj: OPERATTON STARLITE
Subj: OPERATION STARLITE

Subj: NO CHANGE IN SITUATTON. REPORT FROM
DAK SUT AREA,

Subj: VIETNAMESE REACTTON TO MARINE VICIORY
FMFPAC SITRLP # 147, period 222400ZAug 65
VII1 CONG WEAPONS AND AMMUNITIONS, SOURCE OF:
Subj: OPERATION STARLITE TERMINATLD

AT 241245Z Aug 65 1/7th MARINES CLOSED

CHU LAl

FMFPAC SIT EP # 150, poriod 2624007 Aug 65

FMFPAC SITREP # (Not Listed) period not
listed
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CG, FiNFPAC Msg 2906007 Aug 65 FMFPAC SITREY # 152, period 2724002 Aug 65
Summary of Events

NMCC OPERATIONAI, SUMMARY 19 Aug 65, CINCPAC US MARINE OPERATION NEAR CHU LAT
NMCC OPLRATIONAL SUMMARY 20 Aug 65, CINCPAC US MARINE OPERATION ("STAR LI1TE")
NMCC OKRATTIONAL SUMMARY 21 Aug 65, CINCPAC OPLERATION "STAR IITE"

NMCC OPERATTONSAL SUMMARY 23 Aug 65,CINCPAC OPERATION "STAR LITE"

NMCC OPIRATIONAL SUMMARY 24 Aug 65, CINCPAC RVN SITUATION

NMCC OPERATTONAL SUMMARY 25 Aug 65, CINCPAC OPExATION "STAR LITE"

COMUSMACY Msg 1112032 8ep 65, USMACV SITREP # 47 for period 0910017 to
101000Z Sep 65 (COKRECTED COPY)

CG, FMFPAC Msg 1809572 Sep 65, Subj: STARLITE AS A DEFEAT FOR VIET CONG

e e e e me e e USMC GRID MAD SHOWING LANDING ZONES

AND DFFENSIVE ARIAS OF OPLRATIONS
OPERATION STARI.ITE

(3)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

r

- ' SUM MARY

Among the observations during the trip the two most: important
involved the large Starlight operation south of Chu Lai, and a study
of the activity in the populous area south of Danang, whence so much
critical publicity grew two weeks ago. These two topics will be dis-
cussed first, -~ '

Operation Starlight. The attack on the Ven Tuong complex on 18-21
August had broad significance. Tirst, it exhibited once again the k
great value of intelligence, particularly that which comes to the Ma- Th)

\

rines from the people as a result of our civic action efforts, It was
the Victnamese who warned us repeatedly of the large enemy concen=
tration in the Van Tuong area,  This, corroborated by ARVN intelligence
and by information coming from sensitive sources, pinpointed the tar-
get precisely. Second, ‘Starlight exhibited that a firm, sea-based
S position, such as Chu 1ai, possesses dual virtue,-~It posed a threat
& i which induced the VC to mass to destroy it, while providing us a
secure base for an air/sea attack on the VC force. Third, it reminded
S us that in close combat with a resolute enemy force of combined arms,
. (ﬁé ~ we are going to have to expect casualties, as was true in Korea and
~ World War II. . -
.+ The tactics used at Van Tuong are worthy of description. They
. were complex, well coordinated, and based upon effective use of the
! sea both as a base and as factor in the encirclement,

]

K !

[N Here is the Van Tuong reninsula:
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It is a8 complex of tillecd {ie!ds separated by six foot hedgerows,
About 30 per cent is uncultivated, rocky and covered with dense un-

dergrowth, There arc about a dozen hamlets on the peninsula, includ- "

ing several devoted to fishing.

The tactical plan had one Marine company moving overland from
the north during the preceding night to act as a blocking force, and a
battalion landing by helicopter shortly after dawn simultaneously with
a battalion landing over the beach in amphibian vehicles,

The idea was to compress the enemy by the advancing seaborne
and heliborne forces, driving them northward and eastward where they
would be caught between the blocking force and the seacoast,

ORLECK (DD~ 886)

GALVESTON (CL.G-3)
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The operation developed generally as planned. Having been
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conceived in great secrecy and (n the space of only three days, there
were no leaks, and the enemy was actually surprised. A force of
about 150 VC, stationed in the seacoast area, withdrew as the sea~
borne force moved in, offering sporadic resistance, Likewise the
heliborne force encountered only light resistance during its {nitial
landing.

It had to be quickly obvious to the VC that they were in a vise,
and they reacted in two ways; first they fought back with vigor, using
effectively an extensive system of fixed emplacements; and second,
some of them set about escaping the trap.

The physical nature of the area made our own movement difficult,
The hedgerows contained many emplacements, fighting holes and tun-
nel entrances, all of which favored the defender,

During the first day the Marines moved slowly ahead, under
heavy supporting fires delivered by air, naval gunfire and artillery,
The artillery, incidentally, was divided in two elements, one {n the
landing area itself (107mm howtar) and the remainder in the Chu lai
area proper (155mm).

The enemy resisted stubbornly, exhibiting adequate ammunition
stocks and a good array of armament--small arms, automatic weapons,
mortars and recollless rifles. As the Marines advanced through their
positions many of the VC went {nto the ground, moving through the
very extensive tunnel system. Subsequently they would reappear be-
hind our lines, and there wer? snipers in and around the regimental
command post ten hours after the landing began, In several cases the
by-passed enemy delivered anti-tank fire against our tracked vehicles,
immobilizing five of them in one locality about a mile behind the fore-~
most forces.

The extent to which the VC had dug in the area {s exemplified
by the fact that in one cave were found 143 civilians, two dead VC and
one wounded VC, The civilians, temrified and hungry, were fed by the
Marines, and were supplying our forces intelligence before noon of the
first day.
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By early afternoon, the situation looked about like this:

whitidne.
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' As is evident, a gap had developed between the two advancing

battalions, To fill the void and to maintain the momentum, three com=
panies of the Special Landing Force, part of which had just arrived on

-—————

b e o e

the scene, were landed and entered directly into the action.

*

Preceding the onset of darkness, there were two attempts by vC

A e aberyap
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units of about company size to escape, One tried to work its way down
to the beach-~perhaps to evacuate by water in the many fishing boats
that are there, or perhaps to go into the numerous caves along the sea-
side cliffs. In any event, these were taken under fire by USS Galveston,
and the great bulk of the group were killed. o

) . Another unit attempted to filter out to the northwest and were
f o) caught in the open by a rocket/napalm attack from lst Wing aircraft, '\
" . not much more than 100 yards from our own forward elements, These, Voo
too, were mostly killed, One survivor--taken prisoner at the time, >
asserted that he was all that remained of his company.
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Moanwhile the remaining enemy continued to resist the advance
with much determination., Quarters were so close that helicopters en-
gaged in evacuation and supply were under accurate fire and, at the
end of the day, almost every helicopter had several holes. Only one
was destroyed, .

By nightfall the enemy had been compressed further, with his
back to the ocean. The night was not eventful, and the attack was
resumed in the morning, after a good one-hour preparatory air, artil-
lery and naval gunfire attack.
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Resistance grew as the morning wore on, and as the pocket of
enemy was further compressed., The enemy fought stubbornly from the
maze of foxholes, and strong points in the hedgerows; and we con-
tinued to suffer casualties from concaaled snipers, Another escape

. attempt toward the beach gave navai gunfire a point blank target, while

the advancing forces seized Van Tuong village and overran what was
evidently the headquarters of a large VC unit, based on the extent
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of the communication installation. Nightfall found the VC confined to
two small pockets squeezed -against the sea. On the third day these
pockets were eliminated, and the painstaking task of policing the bat=-

tlefield began:;-~inspecting caves and tunnels, sealing them up gath-
ering material, and counting and burying the enemy dead.
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The mop-up task was continued on the fourth day, employing \
one Marine and two Vietnamese battalions. Wwith the sweep half \
done, some 599 bodies had been counted, and it would be hard to es- J] :

_timate how many more dead were in the underground areas,

There were 106 prisoners taken, of whom the number of true VC
was not yet known, Howevecr, the information coming from them was
already substantial, From the interrogations, it was confirmed that the
enemy unit was the 1st VC Regiment, and that its four battalions were
all in the battle area, One prisoner stated that they had orders to at-
tack Chu Lai at 0700 on the 19th. Another reported having participated
in sand table rehearsals of the attack plan on @ mock-up. The prisoners
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repeatedly underscored the decimation of the VC force and the paralyzihg

cffect of our supporting arms, One prisoner expressed respect for the
courage of the Marine infantrymen but said that the thing that tore them
up the most was our closc air support delivered in such near proximity
to the front lines,

A coneluding point, which I feel is meaningful for every Maring--

The principal ground units in Starlight were three battalions--3/3 from
Okinawa, 2/4 from Hawaiil and 3/7 from California, The operation,
complex in the extreme, was three days in planning, and the units com-
ing from three different parts of the world still experienced no coordina-
tion problems whatever, Their procedures, techniques and systems

- were all the same, Coming out of a single time-tested mold, such as
" in this case, marks the troops as professional,

Press Criticism of Marine Tactics.——One project of the visit was to
look critically at the problem of the unfavorable press image resulting

- from our operations south of Danang ten days ago. What we may have

done wrong tactically, where we erred in relations with the press, and
what needs to be done in the future were the prime questions under-
lying our observations, .

I visited the area south of the Ca de Song River where the pub-
licised incidents occurred; talked to Marines who were--and are--
involved there; talked to Vietnamese civilians and military; looked at
that fraction of the region which i8 now under our control, and talked

to several newsmen,

Significant things that I saw were these;~-first, the villages of
this densely populated coastal region are different from the average
Vietnamese village. Where it is common for villagers to erect some
protective shelters, as refuge against the fighting between the Gov-
ernment and the Viet Cong, the shelters in this area are intricately
organized with sensible military defensive works;-~trenches, bunker
type weapons positions, interconnecting tunnels, and obstacles, We
brought back many photographs of these installations. '

Second, much of this defensive construction i{s new--apparently

having been developed in the last two months,

Third, this area has been under nominal VC influence for some
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. time, largely uncontested by the government, and has supplied impor~

tant quantities of foodstuffs to the Vict Cong, not to speak of providing
a convenient intellfgence entree into the Danang area.

Fourth, the people are, in a substantial measure, identified with

" the Viet Cong, becauso tho arca has been under communist control for

a long time, and because many village youths have been impressed
into VC service,

Finally, crediting the ARVN intelligence, the provincial and dis~

trict intelligence, as well as our own, there are more Viet Cong forces
in the area than there were two months ago.

All of this generates a basic conclusion that the Viet Cong have
no intention of relinquishing the area; that they are mindful of the ‘
critical loss they would suffer in foodstuffs and the consequent bene~
fits we will realize in population control as our enclaves grow, | be~
lieve the Viet Cong are going to present us with a rough guerrilla
problem in the area, to the full extent of their capabilities.

With this as a backdrop, I looked as carefully as I could into the
techniques which our people have uscd, keeping in miqd that our pur-
pose is to help the GVN bring peace and security back to the area;

that killing Viet Cong is only one element in achievement of that purpose;

that their capture or their surrender are to be preferred in the end, be-
cause of their connection with non-combatants or quasi~combatants;
and finally that the good will of the people needs quickly to be earned,
i{ for no other reason because of the valuable intelligence they can

provide,

I reviewed the progress of Marine operations to date in‘*the pop-
ulous areas, not only around Danang but around Phu Bai, Chu Lai and
Qui Nhon also, The basic tactic cmployed has been uniform, involving
this sequence of actions:--cn.er the hamlet as peaceably as possible;
make known to the hamlet chivf and the elders that we are there to
secure the area against Vict Cong depredation, to free the villagers
from terror and extortion, to support the local Popular Forces elements,
and to bring such help as the hamlet chief needs and wants in the way
of civic action,

" The kev point here, as relates directly to the Cam Ne incident
which was dramatized in the rress, is the expression above~-"enter
the hamlet as peaceably as pcssible”, Our forces have been able to
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-enter scorcs of hamlets, in all threc crclaves, without shooting, and
have been able quickly to set about the surscquent civic action steps.,
These are the areas where Viet Cong influence was less extensive at
the outset, OQur relationships with the people in these areas have be-
come warm very quickly, our civic action efforts have flourished, the
Popular Forces have grown stronger, and useful intelligence has come
to us in a growing flow, As best I can determina, this category now
extends to over thirty villages, comprising some: 90 hamlets and

about 50, 000 people,

J——

ma e

Then there are the villages where we have been obliged to fight
the VC in order to enter. The Le My village complex--which has been
. seen by some who may read this summary--was one, Four Marines
LR were killed @nd 13 woundes in clearing the VC from Le My. Twenty
8 Viet Cong were killed and, incidentally, some dwellings were burned
too. The Le My people were frightened, suspicious--or even hostile~~
at the beginning., Consequently, the reestablishment of peace took
longer, but the same cycle was still pursued by the Marines and, in
about six weeks, a reasonably normal society emerged, with an enthu-
LI siastic, Marine~trained Popular Forces element and a growing economy,
Most important, ourf support and our civic action efforts began to gen-
] erate intelligence--intelligence coming from the same diffident or
3 antagonistic people whom our men encountered on the first day., We
: have now had this experience with about 15 villages of some 45 ham~-
i lets, including perhaps 25,000 people. Or, put another way, there
o now are some ten Le My type activities in progress simultaneously in
-
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the IIT MAF,

Today Le My is on its own feet. Marines no longer occupy its
. defenses. Its own Popular Force units provide local security, and the
economy is flourishing. Our forces have moved on--with the concur-
$ , rence of the village chief and elders, who are confident that they can
e fi now provide their own security. Marine patrols visit the area only
‘ \ occasionally, and their popularity is manifest whenever they appear,
y b The area around the hamlet of Cam Ne (4)-~scene of the publicity
; : two weeks ago--falls inthe Le My category, and the region is already
b showing evidence of following the same pattern as its predecessors.
‘ In other words, the loss of property--even the loss of life--seems not
to have anywhere near the impact on the people as does the prospect
;%. of security., Visible everywhere is the fact that the greatest drive that
'/ these war-surfeited peasants have is their hungz for peace and secu-
rity. To the extent that we give them this, we harvest the whole bag--

loyalty, support, intelligence.
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To test my own observations, 1 asked General Thi, Commander
of the 1 Corps, how wce could possibly ever have anything but hatred
from a Vietnamese woman whose nouse we had burned down, His an=
swer deserves reflection, He sajd, "Remember, the VC probably kid-
napped the woman's son and have been extorting rice from her too. In
exchange she has gotten nothing but promises. She hates the VC and

~will sacrifice a lot to be rid of them, She knows what peace 18, and

{f you bring it to her, she is likely to blame everything on the VC and
thank you in the end,"”

'I hope General Thi is right. Certainly, we have some evidence
that would tend to support him. put another way, I believe the Marines'

‘ tactics are correct, and that they are proving successful.

Now, as to the specific incident at the hamlet of Cam Ne (4)., 1
showed the CBS film clips to several of the people who took part, Thelr
conclusions were that the film report was factually inaccurate in nu-
merous places, and worse, that it was contrived to give a distorted

. picture. A careful analysis has been prepared, .documented by signed
- gtatements from those involved, It substantiates that the film report

was indeed inaccurate;--almost inexplicably so.

I believe that the earlier reports from III MAF autlining the rea-
sons behind the Marine actions at Cam Ne (4) stand f1p well under
close examination, and I believe that the validity of ‘their tactics is
going to be underscored by the success in clvic action which is now
being realized,

As to our relations with the press, I think we have erred in seek-
ing to defer completely to their desires, and in allowing them essentially
unrestricted entry into the combat area, The CBS man who filmed the

Cam Ne incident came to Danang in a civilian aircraft, hired a vehicle,

and went to war on his own, He never made his presence known to III

MAF, nor did he have to do so, This degree of license is intolerable,

and CG III MAT is going to recommend to COMUSMACYV that a uniform

policy be instituted which requires & newsman to report in to the local b
operational commander before venturing into a combat area, This will T
help & little, but not much, Beyond this, the authorities of the opera~ :
tionial commander need to be clearly spelled out, formally and at a very:
high level, The newsmen are going to fight any restraint whatever, and
the commander on the spot deserves to know just how much backing he ’

is going to have in any situation.
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' 111 Marine Amphibious Force

General. The Force has progressed, in every particular, with a rapidity

that would be hard to visualize without seeing it. In six short weeks
its logistic base has matured, its operations have increased in scope
and variety, and the results are beginning to mount up. A few statis-
tics:

Enemy killed in past six weeks~ 827

Cnemy captured in past‘ six weeks ~153

Jet air sorties flown -3374

Helicopter air sorties flown -25,482

Villages in which civic action projects are now in progress - 68
Persons given medical treatment - 28,750

Popular Forces units trained -10 companies, 16 platoons

Actions in the three Marine enclaves, while expanding in all cases,
are quite dissimilar: - i

The Phu Bai Enclave: The Marine units are patrolling aggressively in the

hinterland, establishing ambushes and seeking otherwise to keep the Viet
Cong on the defensive. Their main effort, however, is in the counterin-

surgency field which they are pursuing with vigor and good effect.

They have gone to work in five major village complexes! undertaking
to win the confidence of the people through civic action;--medical, educa~-
tional, engineering, Popular Forces training and the general provision of
security. Marines have undertaken to learn the Vietnamese language and
to convince the natives that they are in fact there to provide them with
tranquillity and not to exploit them,

The Popular Forces units in the area, numbering six platoons, have
been organized into a combined action company along with four squads of
reqular Marine infantry. It is commanded by a Marine lieutenant who is
a Vietnamese linguist., The company lives together, shares the same food
and operates as a unit. The Marines have given the Popular Forces ele-
ments good basic training and with it the pride and confidence which is
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The results have been remarkable. The units of the company
spend every night in the field patrolling or ambushing Viet Cong routes
of approach into the villages. The villages have consequently begun
to enjoy a degree of peace which they have not seen for a long time,

' The Popular Forces elements have schooled the Marines in the ways of
the people, as well as in the language, while the Marines have taught
the Popular Forces something of the Marine approach to combat.

Now the villagers in the Phu Bai area charge the Marines no more
for the things they buy than they would a Vietnamese. They confide
secrets to us concerning Viet Cong and Viet Cong sympathizers and they
willingly undertake to find out information which is of interest to our
forces:--and they do all this without apprehension as to reprisals from

the Viet Cong.

Meanwhile, the Marine battalion has established a sound rapport
with the ARVN forces in the area. Indeed, I watched a combined ARVN/ o
. Marine artillery shoot which was well executed, and was built around S
%' the Marines reinforcing the fires of the ARVN unit, rather than the
reverse. .

All in all, the actions of the Marines at Phu Baliare very near to
a model of military counterinsurgency. ' B '

The Danang Enclave. This is the logistic heart of the Marine operation
.~ In Vietnam. The improvements achieved in the past six weeks are great.’

~ The deluge of people and .things which has descended on this area in the

. past three months is beginning to be sorted out and to make its presence - .
felt. The Force Logistic Support Group is commencing to discharge its .
function effectively. It is moving to new and more efficient quarters and .
promises soon to be in a sound state for support of the logistic operation /

of III MAF. The Group 18 in personnel trouble in the form of certain spe-
cialists such as warehousemen and ordnance technicians. We must find -
the necessary people and get them to Danang as soon &s possible,

The transceiver system between the Force Logistic Support Group 4
and the logistic support units in the other enclaves is not working. While
the technical problems are in process of being solved, we cannot wait and
must move immediately to a push supply system in every commodity where
- it is possible to do so.
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The requisition fill rate i8 now standing at somewheré around 35
per cent, which {8 an improvemeént over 8ix weeks ago, and there is8
every reason to conclude that it will continue to go uphill.

~ The Danang East light aircraift facility is nearing completion, It
{s a superior product. MAG-l 6 will soon be moving and will thus re~
duce the congestion at Danang main fleld,

The gargantuan project to get hawk missiles on top of Monkey
Mountain is just about to bear fruit, The site and the access road are
nearing completion, and hawks should be on the mountain top in about A
a week. One has to see the engineering feat to appreciate it, ;

Construction of semi-permanent logistic facilities to meet the
coming winter season is going forward rapidly, but not rapidly enough.
Footings are being poured for Butler buildings and many Butlers have
already begun to grow. It is not likely that we can get many more

buildings constructed before the rains begin than we have already on ‘ :

site; however, the eventual need for Butler structures will probably be
in the order of 50 more than we now have on hand, We must get these
buildings to Vietnam as soon as we can.

Meanwhile a quick fix for the coming monsoon: is the standard
Army canvas maintenance shelter, of which we now have five. They
are popular and we should purchase another 20 at once &nd get them
into the hands of the Division and Wing.

The last time I visited Danang was the day of the Viet Cong attack
on the airfield. Since that day much has been done to improve the local
airfield security situation. A system of perimeter lighting has been in-
gtalled. Many native structures which were very near to the perimeter
fence have been purchased by the Vietnamese government and cleared
away, thus increasing our fields of fire. Unfortunately this progress

has not been uniform on the whole of the airfield perimeter; however, the .

project is moving forward slowly and the security against infiltration is
certainly much better than it was six weeks ago. In this regard, on the
night of 17 August there was an attempt to enter the perimeter in its south-
west corner. The Marines in the area detected the movement and killed

two VC in our wire.

Two aspects of airfield security have seen little progress, They
are both critical. The first derives from the proximity of the field to
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Danang City and {ts environs. There are probably 180,000 people living
within mortar range of the airfield, and it would be impossible to prevent
the Viet Cong from getting a mortar into one of the native houses, setting
it up quickly at night and then delivering mortar fire on the field. This
{s a constant fear, and the Marine battalion which is responsible for local
airfield defense continues to press the Vietnamese to search houses con-
tiguous to the airfield perimeter. Our troops accompany the Vietnamese

forces who conduct these searches but we do not go into the houses. Even
with the increased surveillance there is still a considerable hazard,

The other area of apprehension relates to the large number of native
contractor's workmen on the airfield proper, involved in such tasks as

- building the second runway. Each is a potential sabotage hazard for which

there is no comglete solution., The contractor has to have laborers and any
one of the laborers can be a Viet Cong (and some probably are). Each could

transport elements of demolition charges aboard the base in some form with-

out being detected and, sooner or later, there should be incidents of sabo-
tage. '

Marine air elements are crowded on the Danang field. This crowding
will be relieved somewhat by the removal of the light aircraft when Danang
East is finished and, of course, will be improved greatly when the second
runway is finished . . .

i
)

Offensive operations in the Danang enclave continue to expand in
all directions, accompanied by an aggressive civic action program.
Patrols and ambushes, moving as far as fifteen or twenty miles to the
west and northwest, have succeeded in keeping the enemy off-balance and
causing him to move into the mountalins. To the southward operations are
proceeding slowly in the face of the many problems posed by the heavily
populated area south of the Ca de Song. These operations have been dis~
cussed earlier in connection with the discussions of press relations.
Suffice to repeat here, the formula appears to be working and requires
only time and patience to mature. The best way to measure the progress

. in this particular area would be to reflect that six weeks ago the Marines'
- influence extended only to the south airfield fence. Beyond that point

there was strong question as to whether the VC or the ARVN were in the
ascendency. Now, our influence extends generally to a distance of four
miles south of the airfield and, in this area, there is a good measure of
peace and security. Ina relative sense, reflecting on the whole of
Vietnam as the battle field, this might be considered slow progress, In
an absolute sense, however, and looking at the {mprovement in the local
situation in six weeks, progress could well be regarded as rapid.
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The Chu Laj Enclave. logistic stability is coming to this area at a
steady rate. By the onset of the northeast monsoon there should be a
reasonably protected unloading area for 18Ts and LCUs, contiguous to
the logistic support unit. This unit, incidentally, is ideally laid out
and is efficient in its operation. Itis a model of the function for which
it was designed, Like the others, it is in need of certain critical logis-
tics personnel which we should get to them without delay.

The expeditionary airfield {s holding up well, A precautionary
{nspection of the northern 2500 feet of subgrade is just about completed.,
It was feared that this, having been laid down with an inferior grade of
laterite, might not stand up under the winter rains. It has been carefully
inspected and improved where necessary. The project is almost completed.

The runway is smooth and has withstood the constant pounding of
daily jet and transport aircraft operations which now aggregate over 3000
take offs and landings. The taxi-way, constructed of the older MOM1
and M9M2 matting types demands more maintenance and is less satis-

factory. However, it is adequate for the purpose.

Tactical operations in the Chu lai area have been circumscribed by
the shortage of forces. While the program of day and night patrols and
ambushes has been intensive, and while our influence has been extended
in all directions, there is a critical need for more forces. We need to
move further westward toward the Doxa area, to drive the VC into the
mountains and thus increase the security of the field. Also we need to
move south and link up with the ARVN forces in the area around Quang
Ngai City. This cannot be accomplished with the troop levels now in the
enclave. For example, in order to undertake the Starlight operation it was
necessary seriously to compromise the security of the rest of the Chu Lai
area, as well as to bring in temporary reinforcements from Danang. On

this basis General Walt is opposed to the continuation of our local security

commitment in the Qui Nhon area, much less to its increase, as has’
recently been proposed. '

Our air operations from the Chu Lai field are proceeding smoothly.
They want for nothing in the way of material or equipment and are con~
cerned only about the status of the Class VA support. In this regard, it
is less a matter of tons of bombs and rockets than it is a matter of de~
livery of complete components. For instance, 8 shipment of bombs was
recently received without fins, which means that the bombs were useless
until the fins could be procured. Bombs have also arrived without fuzes,
or without the necessary screw-in plugs to permit their attachment to the
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bomb racks., Here again, the homb is useless until the full component is
available. What {8 needed is a predictable delivery of tota) ordnance

components.

Preparations are under way 1o receive the 100 helicopters of MAG-36
when they arrive on the 31st of this month. Such things as food, fuel,
ordnance and similar support will be waiting, but the group is going to
have to set itself up using its oOWn resources.

Proparations are also being mado to roceive the 2d LAAM battalion
in the Chu Lai area. Battery positions have been selected which will give
a fair, although not ideal, coverage for the airfield and the related logistio

{notallations.

The Qui Nhon Enelave. The 2d Battalion, 7th Marines, plus a detachment

of HMM=-161, are established in the Qui Nhon enclave, conducting patrols
and ambushes, and a vigorous counterinsurgency and civic action campaign,

The area, at least so far as our troops aré concerned, is quite tran=

‘quil. They have killed no more than a dozen VC, despite aggressive day

and night effort. Thelr civic action program is outstanding; fully as good
as that under way at Phu Bai, and the results are equally good. The natives
provide intelligence on every hand, and exhibit warm loyalty toward our

people. f
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Okinawa

Tranaistion from 3dMarDiv to FMFPac (Forward) r responsibility
of au Dkinawa based activitio tock nlace s:roothly on 20 z""*u""

Whila the number of men which was ultimately determinad we
would retain in Okinawa for base support is austere (74 officers and
448 emisted men) the basic formula glves every promise of working

efﬁcmntly .

xranggggt Facility, The Transleons Facility is operating waoll, having
already handled about 4000 pc enle. It has a rapid processing ﬂy:'rcm
for beth incoming and outgolry pors ounel and it cares for 2ll of their
needs promptly and efficlentl, "5 capability in terms of numbers is:
increasinq rapidly and thers ere no’ serious impedimsnt ir the wey of

" carrying out the program 25 W now em,-t.,age it.

3d Force Service Rec’vmn‘c. a2 3d FbR is heavily engaged in provision
of support for III MAF. \.fm.e ml raquiring high echelen maintenance is
beginning to arrive in subsics .ol quantities from Vietnam 2nd is re-

‘pai‘re[d rapidly. Mean v“b sen adsice that an item is being roturned

from Vietnam for high oc! anintenance, @ similar-item (s issued ‘ -
from: Etock (Lf avails b o \ % ot cwaolting the arrival of the troken down i .

' material. By this toc: .3, "o 3d "SR absorbs the impact while the
forces in Vietnam ar « ,,7. fp vy wirergta. All hands ere plea sed with -

the pxcgram.

The 3d FSRis in pe;qny* 12} trouble, due to necessory transfers

; of pdrsonnal to. Vietnam, Thi: & fraat.en will abate somewhat umon ,
I arrival of the detachments & :nc Lot FSR and lst Service Baiirlion in '

. the near future. Mcanwhile, prodlons of operations, maintenance,

packdng, crating, shimoing o1. wre il suffering, Tt is esse-tlal that

f§. we get the 3d FSR its du.&.it“‘“ﬂi rivilian personnel ceiling && soon &S
. possible., This should be pur suci on an emergency basis.

i aster Tet Complex. The Mo .~nhu a’riield site was vis: ited in company
.- .with the resident cnginesr, 11"-‘- > !5 no guestion but that a2 runway of
about 7500 feet, with 50C {oo. 2ver-vuns, can be installed witheout
. great trouble. In discussgior <0 07 RYTOM, he expressad 2 foellng
. that we should use thp 1o &hiw oo father thon Mot oou heenuga there
~ is more room at Ie Shina, I ‘n tasroachment, anc iasause th?
construction could he cecamn.io ot L lesser engineering cosl, |
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- We also lookod ai .o fhima, @ad 1 concur that +here {3 more room
and that there is les.: c-v;‘m 4 eyaepachment, However, there (3, a8

" has been noted bofor>, the rrob om of the 8ix mile trip by woter from

§ the okinawa mainland to t m: iw\ 1d.

4 06 RYCOM balances tats off ngainst the fact thet it will be nec- ’
essary to bring both a rond systom end power to Motohby, whi ch would
;both be costly.

I have felt for so -"f:ar.ﬂ,: ‘hat afther Motobu or Ie Shima would
serve‘our purpeses for F pieter o6 comnlex, and believe that neither
is greatly superior tc the srree oot s basis of an ovorall anclrzis. The
important thing is to get - maslos im complex started in the Ok inawa ‘
.. area at once=~=on eithaor ol thons =les, whichever conironis us3 with the
' least resistance to gattine urcor ,.uw, and involves the leas: cost for
- the overall program.

o s AMr Facilitv T ez, At Marine Corps Air Fac!lity, Futema
we have now established \’\’:T l‘\Z, transferred from Iwakuni, The

‘squadron now is nearer s o + 737, whence much of its airlif: ma-arial

‘ orlqinates and is comiortsui dispezed in the Alr Facility. Tae Wing is
in. the process of examin.ng sarefuliy into the organization of Marine
Winq Service Group-17,pleniing to inake certain changes which will re-
late; its function more acc arotely to the probieris fa¢e;1 under the current

i circum stances.

.rDi- and the forward eche*or» of his

- staff had arrlved in Ok:.ntw"» ~rizr ¢ my departure and we w2re able to,
discuss dispositicns, denferinat And tralning. Among the “hings which
were emphasized were th. ic’ .L o

'1'st Marine Division. CG lstM

2, They must bear dows o ght training, individual conduct,
weapons firing, physica condiiioniig, communication disc ipline, anc
camouflage, They shoull sroen the .:'*cimum nossible tim2 In the
Northem Training Arca. '

- Also discussed was th2 matier of amphibjous training, | During
the time that 1st MarDiv '*1'=:~.nms zre in Qkinawa t"zev zhouls seize

every -opportunity for simple, = Sort-notize amphibisus exorcizes when=
ever ships are available from “he 7t Fleet. The exerci... z reed not be

-

planned over a long peried of -:mo, ot rather should b@ initated on & ‘
‘crash basis., The same i3 true o’." <=2 SLF. It should mise no opporiu- -
nities for simple uncomplicaied fanci inc fxercises to kﬁeﬁ oo exill up, T
in both the planning and cxorut or of amphibicus cpearclicar.

>
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Miscellenecus Comments
I A Comment on the General Viet1n~ Sitiation. The situation appears ‘

‘not to be greatly changad frem that vicidble during my visit of six weeks
‘ago. Such alterations as are evidnnt, are of smell dimensionz, but are

"' generally favorable.

N

‘ 8ix weeks ago the VC apoeared to be in the midst of their monsoon |
‘offensive, having achieved substzntizl success at places such as Dong
Xoai and Ba Gia. The GVN hac ion- tha effectiveness of sevaral battalions

bt

as a result of these operations, and worale was low.

In the ensuing weeks large scala VC activity has diminiched some-
what-=probably a result of the drain imposed by thelr all-out efiort of mic-
summer. Activity in Il and IiI Corps J.as been lower, altnouch there hacz
been a little increase in VO ac:ivity 14 IV Corps. : )

hd \

The increased numerical ~+rzngii of the U.S. Army and the Marines

has probably had a favorable cflect. It is inovitable, as our fcrces range g
' .more widely in the countryside, that more useful targets are being dis- '

“ covered. As the number of gond targets increases, the effectiveness of

. . our air effort must increase co-respondingly, with a greater destructive .

*—-—/ i effect on the VC. | .

The counterinsurgency campaigi being sursued 1n I Corps by the el
: - Marines is making steady procress. "Nhere their efforts were concen- ‘
L trated six weeks ago on nct more thaxn three villages they arz now en-
gaged in bringing tranquillity .o several score of villages. .

Additionally, the Marines’ Star:ight victory has deubdtless nad a
favorable effect upor GVN morale, ne: to speak of some ercsive effect
upon VC strength and material r2zources. Likewise, the ARVXN have en-
joyed a few small successes <ich as the Ba Long Valley and a® Duc Co.

E And finally, it is uadeninnl> aat the Vietnamese recime is still
holding together and {s puavguing itg rovernmental affairs and its military

nff

operations, albeit it rot apwas roo o cffcctively.
These developments oirngt egorded as reflective of a trend.

The best that can be said L3 fiot oy are {cvorable indices; indices

which could be offsct by o «v ooty 2icl VO victery OF by & change in

government in Saigon, It o5 wedaninlie, however, that the “ine we so0 scroly

need to marshall our force: o Fravdad us, and it mav wsll be thet

B
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the critical hour has passod i terms of whother or not it is tco late for
the influx of U.S, stroengti t¢ hove 2y influence on the situation. I
believe it is reasonanle now 1o conelude that we are in fact going to
have the chance to apply our U.&. prwer and to test the strategy we have

‘adopted. Reflecting on the v.lid douhts of six weeks ago, this is in
itself a triumph of sorts.

AMr Support and Alr Observaticn. |1 Aiscussed the matter of air support
and air observation with the serior O ‘ficers of both the division and the
wing. 1 believe that ‘nis roprescite 2 {air summary of our combined
conclusions: .

a. During the past two months we have learned a great deal in the
area of the escort capabilitics of the A-4 with respect to the helicopter.
What we have learned has beon favorable to the capabilities of the A-4.

b. While the attack aircraft cen provice excellent escort service
for helicopter formaticns, there is st'll a need for last minuto landing
zone preparation which finds the hest solution in the armed UH~1E., It '
was generally emphasized that this is a brief task, almost coincicent '
with the landing of the initial helicouter waves and that it will be effective

only if the armed helicopters are actually a part of the landing formation.

Pt sl

The attack aircraft can handle all of the remaining support tacks, and can
do so with efficiency. Accordingly there was general agreement thet we
should press for improvements in hellcopter armament in.order to ensurs
that the last minute landing zone preparation task is efffciently discharged.

c. There was also general agreement that we have erred in our 42—
cision to dispense with the O-1 type alrcraft, There is a noec for a very
light, very simple and verv quiet observation aircraft which has iong en=-
durance. The virtue of the O-1, at least in the combat envirbnment with
which we are now confronted, is its ability to stay on gtaticn and its
ability to approach the criticel areas very quietly and do its initial ob-
gserving without being detoected. We should reinstate the O-1 az a recuire-

ment.

d. The foregoing, however, does not extend to a further c¢evele,-ment
and sophistication of the obscrvation requirement into a need for s mulii-
purpose aircraft similar to the TARA. There was unanimity that there i no
place in our spectrum for an ~irnjane of tha LARA desion; “mat it ig too com~
plex for the O-1 task and unnecessury for the A=4 task. We rmunt reflect
this {ield conviction for CMC. '
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WD-40. There is an urgent need for metal preservative 'in Vietnam. The =~ %

familiarization school for classes of 50, and przparations for service

DECLASSIFIED

o. There was enthusiastic app ausy To7 0w ¢ sglity of our close alr
sunport equipment, the quality of cur Clons 3.8 A INpLn ”p‘i“lots and the
o suveness of our tactical air coatrzile G acnts of today. . Indeed,
ooyt for emphasis on the urgent necd fora oar o capability on the spot

Sy v

‘or oparations such as Starlight, therc wers no . cperations criticisms i
whiatever, , . : ‘ S ‘ c ;

~ormmal lubricating oils will not do the trick. What is required is a sub-
stance like WD-40 which penetrates ihe met.l, and vrevents Or removes .
~usli. This ig now available in the aviation rupply system and we should

immediately get some to the elements of 11T MY,

Antiaircrait Training. I MAF is now bugv in imnroving the overall antiair= _aenr”

craft readiness of the comrmand, through suc aotions as {nstallation of
50 caliber mounts on cargo trucks, conduct o o aix day .50 caliber

sractice firing of hawk missiles. We should acsist in this latter program

by discussing the_question of air cleararces with PATAF and the procure-
ment of drone services with NAVAIRPAC and 7th T'leet. ' ‘

Pegoplé. The deman;ié on our forces, spycad dvar & 250 mile front, simply

Pt ——

are not fulfilled by the manning level vosture in which we now stand. The ' ;i
I
=

}

oy

ull T/O, atthe least, is needed, We should press for this solution with cMC.

L2 8Y

“We must also be careful to ensure Mot cesualtizs which have been evac~-
. uated to Okinawa for treatment and convalescence are retrained and returned

to duty as quickly as possible in order to keep the non-available factor at a
qinimum. Where a man is able to work, but is not fit to go to Vietnam for -
sorae specific reason, he should be put into Camp Butier or the 3d FSR where
sz can do a job commensurate with hig capabilities, and another man with-

sawn and sent to Vietnam. In other wordls we must de careful to get the
most out of our resources.

The staff augmentation which CMC previded for 111 MAF two months
ago hag turned out not to be enough. The later requirements generated by
tne growth in troop strength, as well as the reguirements incident to the
assumption of the I Corps advisory function demand more people than Iil

" MAT has or has in prospect. Their additional requiremments are for abcut

900 officers and enlisted men for the MAT Headquarters suppon task,
V/e should provide CMC with the specific details on rank and MOS needs
as soon as possible.

VAT Surgeon and MAF Chaplain. There iu & aced for a surgeon and a chap-
st the MAF level and we should 30 advise the Cnlef Bureau of Naval =~ .7

Dergonnel.
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Hesdguarters, U S, Marine Corps
Washinglen, D. € 2038

SUMMARY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
FERIOD 180601 - 190600 AUGUST 1965

b d f‘%"?»f’;‘%?

! 9. | PAAF SITRER 4700 COVERING THE PERIOD 180001H
‘6 oo K6 INCLUDES: | |

OEERATION STARLITE

v T QUALTTY AND TNTENSIETY CF HARD CORE RESISTANCE

EHCOUNTERED Ei" THE AMPHIBIOUSHELIBORNE ASSAULTY AGAINST THE

f’ﬁfz | LUONG CONPLEX S0UTH OF CHU LATTERDS TO CONFERM THAT THE
FHY 1S DEFERDING IR REGIMENTAL STRENGTH,

RN TR QPERATION COMMENCED AT 180615H WITH AIR
AND ARTILIERY PREPS ON THE HELD LANDING ZONE WEST OF THE
COTARGET AREA. 20 RUNUTES LATER A HELO BORNE BATTALION ASSAULTY
| if»‘ﬁ}';?),, FOLLOWED BY ONE BATTALION OVER GREEN BEACH, A PART
GF A BLY (SLF LAY OFF SHORE AS RESERVE, |

- TH QPERATION, UNDER CO 7TH MARINES, AP Pm SNTLY
CRAPPED THE 157 YC REGEMENT NUMBER ABOUT 2 0, T WAS
EVIDERT THAT THE VC WERE SURPRISED AND GENERALLY nFMFﬁL (R
m,s a—owr MfK STRONGLY WITH UMM MORTARS, STV AND 106MM
RECOILIESS RIFIES FRUM A ( COMPLEX NETWORK OF FORTIFICATIONS.

AS ASSAULTING MAREINE FORCES CLOSED IN VC RLEMENTS
5 ? 00 AND ""?u’ W AND wERE DESTROYED (i LARGE NUMPBERS WHER-
TR FORCED INTO THE OPLR,
CRE CROUP ESTHAATD ABOUT 60, ATTEMPTING T0 ESCAPE
MP Zf‘ ! T M ’KA UNDER FIRE BY THE GALVESTON THE

\.671

¢ .ﬁ,w
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RUAEROUS GCCLPIED CAVES AND TUNNELS WERE
(EENOVERED, CLEARED AND SEALED,

, ‘i EYVIDENT THAT V4 CASUALTIES NUMBER IN THE
DUHEYRERS, BUT DULTO CONTIRUED FIGHTING, FIGURES ARE
IRLORPLETE,

AR GO ‘""‘Jﬁ‘!'ﬂ% 8¢ 22 KEA, A SUBSTANTEAL
RO ARENE L’”’ 5 WERE NON- SU%E‘JU‘ 97 CASUALTIES
'\* ! E VN H,} BANANG, THE MORE SERIOUS OF THEM BEING

EAED TO CLARK AR Y NIGHTRALL

| (& FIXED WING SORTIES DROPPED 64 TONS OF BOMES,
£ TON5 OF NAPALM, 555 2.5 INCH ROCKETS AND 6, 600 ROUNDS OF
A ﬂi LN SUPPORY OF OPERATIONS.

S NGF WAS FURNISHED BY CLG GALVESTCN, DD ORU:LK
O AMD DD PRITCHARD WETH EXCELLENT RESULTS.

MORE THAN 500 SORTIES WERE FLOWN BY MAG-16 AND’
W SIE,

LG54 AND TWO C-117D FURNISHED LOGISTIC SUPPORT, TEN
UH~34'S ON STANDBY FOR MED EVAC AND ReSUPPLY AND 3 €-230°S
o FURNISHED MED EVAC TO DANANG, 3 ARMY UH-1B GUN SHEPS ARD
el %E\’Fu AL ARMY 01 ACFT SUPPORTED THE MARINE OPERATION,

e  AIR SUPPORT CONTINLED THROUGH THE NIGHT WITHTWO
_F~4/A-4 ON CONTINUED AIRBORNE ALERT #{TH TWO USA C-123'S FOR
" FLARE COVERAGE,

{0t A 16 OF 18 UH-34'S FROM ONE SUDN WERE 1T WHILE
. EVACUATING WOUNDED FROM FRONT LINES BUT ONLY ONE, WITH
..ovm 100 HITS, WAS DESTROYED.

CGELMAF 1823342 (5}
MACY TELECON 1902054 (C)

Y‘) CLULED FROM AUJ OMATY G
'*" ‘IJ’}{\E q, Z l -)) ‘{ ff() (. P,
SORS gon o \, Pepe . of .l?;,, pages
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b, % wssa:s NMC {:THE GATEST INED AVAILADLE ON
TERATION § : 15 AL FOLLOWS:
RANG THE !é”j A1 THE WO MADE TWO STRONG ATTEMPTS
DAL OUGE THE 2D % ATH f\fﬁh LINDS BUT BOTH ATTEMPTS
: s "wn AR e '7..?*;3‘.
‘ L o S W NIRRT XN
:u\v“;‘,}{;'«-ﬂ F Mx., INTEM YT PRV FIRES BT 305
A .r,f& CROGSED THD LD ARD mé"@m LTS "H’jﬁ FARDS BEFGRE
TISISTAN ",”.. STUFFENED,
AT 0830 BLY 305 CROSSED PHALL LINE CRERKY, AT 1045

e AT 204 CROSSED PHASE LIKS CHEPRY. PHASE LINE CHERRY 15 THE
. LINE FROM BS 635073 TO BS 728940, REPORIED 2¢ VO KIA INOME
Ea 'GA*,;EW'\E .

o ASOrOAUS. CASUALTIES WERE 36 K1, 154 WA
e As ormaﬂvs CASUALTIES 45 FOLLOWS: 100K:A
m
THE VILLAGE OF VAN TUONG 15 A VC STRONG Pmm. |
A5 OF a0 m@z MARINES HEL) 2/3 OF THE OBJECTIVE

%. A

NW‘L F@%LOI\ 1904404 (5}

REMT IVE TO THE ABOVE, MACY ADVISED NMCC THAT
INDICATE THAT TH: Ve WERE NOT 2 BLE TO E)"FBL., *ATE DURING

PORTS

L THE NIGHT AS THE OPERATION CONTINUED G01HG Wil
T MACVY T8 CON 192a27 120
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AR 9;‘,,1% P COMMARD CENTER
Mearguariprs, 1 f‘%»',: Verine Corps
wzm ngton, B, O 2EES

HARY OF TIERAS OF SIGNIFICANT (NTERESY
HRIo 190601 ~ 200500 AUCUST 1965
2, OFERATION STAR LITE

MACY REPORTS THE LATEST USMC CASUALTIES ARE 52

16, 220 WEA AND TWO MIA, COMPLETE AND ACCURATE COUNT OF THE

ENEMY NOT AVALLABLE AS THE AIR ACTIONS, NAVAL GUNEIRE, ARTILIERY,

AN FLAME TARK OFFENS IVE ACTION HAS MADE THE COUNTING OF VC \
(  DEAD K MANY AFEAS IMPOSSIBLE LATEST ESTIMATION OF VC CASUAL-

TIES ARE OVER 564 KIA, SEVERAL HUNDRED WIA'S AND 8 CAPTURED,

PP RS ESTHWATED THAT MANY MORE VC PERISHED IN THE TUNNELS AND

C AVES WHICH WERE SEALED OFF AND DEMOLISHED BY ADVANCING MARH\E.S.,

B AFTER REACHING THE FINAL OBJECTIVE AREAS ON THE
EZAGHES, THE UNITS OCCUPIED NIGHT DEFENSIVE POSITIONS AND WERE
 SCHERUIED TO COMMENCE MOP UP OPERATIONS ON THE MORNING OF 20
~ AUBUST

N | ALL umns WILL REMAIN IN THE AREA FOR ANOTHER asm |
ROURS TO EXPLOYT THE INITIAL SUCCESS OF THE OPERATION,

FACV TELECON 1921452 ()
MACV TELECON 1916054 (5)
FONECON FMFPAC 1920000 (S
FONECON FMFPAC 200330 (8]

) TS CHREy L AT O
Dy BITORATIS
"y AN ety Ta AN N
9% BT 5200 AU
I V4

Vaye bof 1 pages
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Ai;‘a«;f THE PRESIDENT SENT TO COMUS AACY HIS HEARTRLT
. ',/F?'f' N‘M CONG ‘Ri TULATIONS TO THE MILT A2Y UNITS UNDER HiS

MO HWHICH HAVE ACREVED CLEARCL VICTORY AGAINDY THE
i "< O’“‘ REGIMENT AT CRU LAY

03D NS G 93 U

’M PAT WESTRAL SITREP #1342 / S OF 1824002 REPORTED

() ARRANGEMENTS ARE ummwm TO EMBARK 173 O\
{ wmw&' FOR RETURN TO OKINAWA. FIRST BN, FIRST MAR.
%‘fwm LEMAWEE mamun.w 70 ARRIVE DANANG 28 AUGHIST,

sza

vss
@) PRESENT PLANS INCLUDE YMA-224 RELIEY 2
CHU LAL ABOUT 1 OCTOBER

G N czvi;_c: ACTION, 111 MAF UNITS PROVIDED
B¢ ATMENT TO OVER 350 CIViLIANS.

AOMIND FNFPAC 1904524 TS

COMUSMACV AE)VIS?'E CINCPAL THAT i- bOUl\TﬁY

' ;‘Hl DIVISION, THE DESTEN ATTON OFF-LOAD PORT 15 CAM RAWH

Lage.m f‘:- AV al oy & y SOVE B
| RESANTING CXOHANGE SERVICR INBYY SCS ERVETD
R TR U

ORI o )

h | ! 24 ..ma:,-” g AL

I

n
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MARINE CORPS wmmma CENTER
 Meadguarters, Uo S Marine Corps
Lfvaesg%f“%mc%@n, B C 20385
SUMMARY OF 112MS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
FEREOD 200501 - 210600 ALGUST 1965
1Lh EAAF |
5. OPERATION STAR LITE o

S A RELIEF OF BLY'S 2/4 AND 3/3 BY BLY 1/7 COMPLETED AT
- 202000, BLT*S 2/4 AND 3/3 RETURNED TO THEIR FORMER POSH!ONS

" THE 4TH MAR TAOR,

BLT*S 1/7 AND 3/7 CONTINUE MOPPING UP ommaows .
©WITH MESSION OF SEEKING OUT REMAINING VC FORCE AND DESTROYING
- vc FORTIFICATIONS AND FACILITIES.

TH‘W‘ VN EART ‘eF BN A’\,d "ND BN SIST REGT, ARVN,

““F.::E TWO N"S WELL BE OPERATENG i 'ﬂr{?' ”(‘WHWN AND VIE S?'&R'\l
SECTORS OF THE ORJECTIVE AREA.

- LATESY REFORT OF CASUALYEES: ~ USMC KIA 45 (CORRECTED),
WIAZE9, ONE MIA. VO ICIA 564 (BODY COUNTY, VC CAPTURED 123,

FMFPAC FONECON 2103450 (5)
MACV TELECON 2023187 (8)

PR TDRAT
BRSO mrm S0

o gt g e s
NS M I S O A IR T T A A ;
W gk s tve IR b _— '1"‘9 - I‘Tf
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3 REGARDING THE ABOVE OPERATION, THE FOLLOWIN NG
CORGRATUATORY MESSAGES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED: |

() Y HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS ON THE IMPORTANT
SUCCESS WON BY THE MARINES OF THE 111 IAF AGAINST THE VIET CONG
SOUTH OF CHU LAlL... SIGNED PAUL M, NITZE..
SECNAY 2013502 (U)
L 2) " STAR LITE ALSO REEMPHASIZED THE CAPABILITY
' OF THE NAVY-MARINE CORPS TEAM TO STRIKE RAPIDLY AND WITH.
 DEVASTATING EFFECT. PLANNING WAS THOROUGH AND EXECUTION WAS
 SUPERB. WELLGONE. ADMIRALDAVID L. MCDONALD."
| cNO1934IZ W)

@ .. THE CLEAR CUT VICTORY OF THE us MARHES

. INTHE BATTIE OF VAN TUONG PENINSULA. ... ADDS LUSTER TO THE

ST!NGU%SHED REGORB OF THE MARINE CGRPS“., SIGNED HARDUJ K

’JOHNSON, ‘

o DA 2013107 ) B
¢ 110 WAF SHTREP #111 AS OF 2024004 REPORTED THE FOLLOWING:

L (0 HE CRITICAL PHASE OF THE BA LONG VALLEY OPER-
At 10N 1S COMPIETED AND FIRST BN, THIRD MAR ARE ON 4 43 HOUR ALERT
 GTATUS TO BACK UP THIS OPERATION THROUGH 16 SEPTEMEBER,

(2} MASS TWO REPORTS THAT THE ASR& A PLEFKU AND

CHOM ATEY ’?’sﬁ’i}) o

o 7
AT R by S P P o N -
Y g ,‘ v,;,e SR AN o ki ? . c; e &'< . ST T s
T N Koo gpop £ s 4 P N [ A
Y Proogege £, O & Towel PR ; N
- dut M BN 1T St T
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MARIHE CORPS COMMAND CENTER
Heatgueers, U. S. Marine Corps
seshington, D. C. 2038

SUMMARY OF {TEMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
PERIOD 210601 - 220600 AUGUST 1965

" [ Y] .
2o PH MAF
L MEBELL L

L& OPERATION STARLIGHT

. . BiFs N7 AND 3/7 {-) CONTINUE SEARCH AND CLEAR OPER-
- ATIONS DESTROYING CAVES, TUNNELS AND SPIDER HOLES, SPORADIC
SNIPING CONTINUES WITH NO REPORTED USMC CASUALTIES. IN AN

EARLIER REPORT, CG 1] MAF STATED ONE ROUND OF NGF WOUNDED 2
'AND KILLED ONE USMC, . |

THE LATEST CASUALTY FIGURES ARE:

MARINES
KIA 45
DIED OF WOUNDS 5
NON-BATTLE DEATHS 2
WA 22

NON-BATTLE INJURIES 1

v

KiA 599 (CONFIRMED BUT STILL IN-
COMPLETE!
CAPTURED 6
© HEXCLUDED FROM AUTOMATIC
, AEGRADINT  LCD DIR 5200.10
G0ES NOT nELY Page 1 of 8 Pages
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PRI (YA (RS
’g\t ¢ i l[*\r AR A AR

WOTE: 9% WO SUSPECTS HAD BEEN CLEARED AND REREASED,
i T2 STIEE REMARN T SUSPECT CATEGORY,

| Gz RRENG ARVN OPS BN CONJURCTION WETH STARLIGHT
- ACODE WANE Y ERC Je8) COMUSMACY REPORTED 7O NMCC THAT THE
ol AN \M s m!: BN GHE TN) AND THE 2ND BN, 51ST ARVN REGT COM-
‘& N(iﬂ %M‘” 1ING CAVES, TUNNELS AND SPIDER TRAPS IN THE VAN

L OTUORG COMPLEX AT 210600H AND HAVE ENCOUNTERED LIGHT RESISTANCE,
*‘) AIOR CONTACT WITH ORGANIZED VC UNITS. FOUR ARVN SCOUT
W GS WITH ARVN HANDIERS ARE BEING USED,

CLG GALVESTON AND DD PRITCHETT HAVE BEEN WiTH-
| DRAWN. DD ORIECK REMAINS ON STATION TO PROVIDE NGFS, IT S
| TENTATIVELY PLANNED 70 TERMINATE OPN STARLIGHT TODAY, 22 AUG,

| WITHDRAWING ALL UNITS. »

CG 111 MAF 2102407 (S)

© CG Ii1 MAF 2115162 (S)
COMUSMACV 2110002 (C)
FONCON FMFPAC 2204500 (C)

&, CG FMFPAC ADVESED CMC THAT 67 M-274 (MECHANICAL -

o NULE) VEHBCIES IN 3RD MARDIV ARE DEADLINED OUT OF 206 ON HAND,

7/ ANAIYSES REVEALS 50 ARE DEADLINED FOR ENGBNE REPA!RSIREPLACB
o MENY,

u CG FMFPAC REQUESTED CMC FOR IMNEDIATE AIR SHIP- ‘

o NENT OF 50 1 *“" INE ASSE MBL%S AND CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN FOR

/’/ ROVIDING 207 MARDIY WITH 200 NEW M-274A1 VEHICIES. o

CATRUNED FROM AUTOMAY
PEOUADING, Bl DIRSGZG "1."& £ 5 8
S NOY SvLY Page & of 9 qpagex
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FrPRENE CORPS COMMAND CENTER
Heaggquarters, Yo S, Marine Corps
washington, D, C. 2038

SUMMARY OF FTEMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
PERIOD 220691 - 230600 AUGUST J465

R
STARLIGH!
B R L AR 2T

BiTg 17 AND 3/7 CONTINUE SEARCH AND CLEAR
RATIONS THROUGHOUT THE OBJECTIVE AREA.  ARVN FORCES
(.EUED 6 VC AND CAPTURER 1 WOUNDED VC. PRESENT IN-
ONS ARE TO BACKLOAD 3/7 (SLF) NLTEND OF DAYLIGKT 24
(& ,: IST, RUT 7 (-} WL RETURN OVERLAND TO CHU LA SWEEPING
EYRUNG PHAN PENNINSULA (SOUTHERN END OF CHU LAI TAOR}
j‘i‘? THD OF DAYLIGHT 24 AUGUST.

;
T

DURING THE OPERATION OVER 100 ASSORTED SMALL
RMS, ONT 6Omm MORYAR AND 67 LBS OF TNT WERE CAPTURED, 7

A CAPTURED VC REPORTED THAT THE 137 VC REGY

55 SCHEDULED TO ATTACK CHU LAT AIRFIELD AT 180700H (MAR! N!'
LB LAE *)DT-D AY 180545H), A SAND TABLE MODEL OF THE Airticla
& 1%‘ AEPORTED TO BE UGER IN TRAINING FOR THE ATTACK, ALTHOUGH
PHE WO H/‘ Wi I THE PAST AVOIDED LARGE SCALE ENGAGEMENT wWITH
MK ’JF. FORCES, 1T 1S EVIDENT THAT THEY ARE WILLING TO TAKE
YT B SK FOR A LUCRATIVE TARGET, ‘WHEN BACKED TO THE wAll
VEY ARE CAPABIE OF TENACIOUS RESISTANCE, ESPECIALLY WHE RF

'z
Page _ 1 of . veges
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o ®
L VERBALN AVORS THE DEFENDERS.
FONCON FMFPAC 2220452 (L))
MACY CC 2212102 (C)

FONCON FMFPAC 2217152 (L
MACYV 2302252 (C

b QTHER OFERATIONS

219 COMPLETED A SEARCH AND CLEAR OPERATION OF
CANNE COMPIEX, NO ADDITIONAL VC CONTACT.

A PATROL FROM CO "B", 1/9 RECEIVED SA FIRE
ARPROXIMATELY 4 MILES SOUTHEAST OF DANANG, THE PATROL
ASSAULIED THE HEDGEROW WHERE THE FIRE CAME FROM AND VC

© BROKE CONTACT. INTHE SAME VICINITY, THE PATROL APPRE~

HENDED 8 VC DRESSED AS MONKS.
ADMINO FMFPAC 220604Z (S)
G AIR OPERATIONS

ASRY AT PLEIKU AND DANANG PLUS UPS- 1 AT DANANG;.
ARE EN A DOWN STATUS. ?

. A RF-8A TAKING OFF ON A PHOTO MSSSBON HAﬁ)

k ,'EROUBF,E RASSING LANDING GEAR AND CRASHED, PILOT EJECTED

 AND PARACHUTE BLOSSOMED JUST PRIOR TO IMPACT, HE APPEARS |
N\ENJURFFB CANMERAS WERE REMOVED AND THE ATRCRAFT WAS |

HESTROYED BY TANKS FROM 9TH EMRINE"

CG 111 MAF 2223587 (53
BEGLREL 0 AUTOMAY '
BPRGIAL . ..\JD DIR u"? A0 o
ST BLY FPoge &,_aim.'{ parss

- 'lv: "".v
s
w
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¢ OP SECRET ®
NOFORN

I

US MARTNE ACTION NEAR CHU LAT

late yesterday US Marine forces from Chu Lal
initiated a two-battalion search and destroy operation
agalinst an estimated VC regiment reported to be in an
areca six miles south of Chu Lal Airfield. The operation
( schematic below) went according to plan, and by early

SOUTH CHINA SEA

f“gﬁg“ NAVAL,
waml. GUNFIRE [

DD
SUPPORT }

this morning the link-up between the helilborne and sea-
landed unite was accomplished, (C)

Reports are fragmentary and incomplete. However,
1t has been reported that four US personnel were killed
and 25 wounded, two tanks were damaged or destroyed,
and two hellcopters were hlt by ground fire, One of the
killed is a US Army helicopter pilot. The VC were reported
employing 57-mm fire {rom pillboxes, No estimate of VC
casualtles was reported. (C)

TSI COMUSMACY TTLECON 1807007 (C)
( NMCC OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

TOF SECRET
NOFORN
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_s;:g;.i;gefrg CLAGSIFICATION
ARINE “;‘\:;H(
MO SR ONCLASS IFIED

: ozhopugd)(?(hf’izow OENTER

=00 1 L

PRREY JL-3 J5-2 J6-3 SACSA-5 NMCC-2

&3 CSA-2 'CNO-Z CSAF-2 CMC-7 FILE-1(5k&) G/R
(W

AN
REFERSE TO CLASSIFFCATION
OFREFERENCE

[ST: CJCS~1 DJS-3 SJ( 1"
AMAA-1 JRC-2 SECDEF-5 W/HQW,

DTG: 192340Z AUG_65

FRECEDENCE

n ACTION TSN T AR

,,,,,,, il I
NFO Sl e L0, A,’r{ |
| FROM: ;Z; ‘ GRECHANGFEUCTIONS
DC/S P&*,,ZQI
QEn A DG SGS |

70

COLUBMACY : T
' Diatose

70 CTHOPAC STATE DEPT & WHITEHOUSE Thite lousc

RERVH

! []n-’ ,u G e Q w S e
CICTLASSYITID ; YUY FROM OSD. Jos

ol l
Co4
sne President sends the Tollowing message to General CSAR

U AL AN B
{Vestmorelund:

"7 extend my heartfelt thanks and congratulabions ~- and those

tof “he fnevican people -- to the military units wider your command o :

; . heve echieved clearcut victory against the lst Viet Cong < :
(&) W !

L Hegicent et Chu Lal.. This nstion is d iceply proud of ils feerless :

f Cishting sons.  They will have the continued, united, snd determined i

! pport of their people el home. Our ﬂtafto go oul to the familices

ond coursdes of those who have given their lives.

l "y ynow that the men who have won this victory will show the

Dipe” iapael goenerosity of the American Armed Forces to. bhose whonm

v they have defested. We must prove in &l) our acticns thal the

i DATE TIME

L wstle bo peace for these wdversaries is through return and 10

MONTH YEAR

;

Fovipnemed T ot o, uet, hrowsh continued _azoreseiorn, . he coves Raper 2005

o [PVPED NANE AND VIVLE (Bignature, if reguired) TYPED (oFstamped ) KAME AND TITLE

% - ovmeou — SIGNATURE Ti:/
; nep /«//9’/ ,//V , / /’/z/f«/v“ﬂ

PR

e

)

PRHONE

SUECURITY CI-ACGHFICAY_ION

Vad

i

EERETT W e e EB s AR AR EADM %85, 4 OCT 49. WHICK WILL BE USED UNTIL EXHAUSTED k4

DECLASSIFIED



-t

S e

==

DECLASSIFIED

N

S:Q}?JTY CLASSIFICATION

TIE R tig:a

et CUBTIR 3
EIFERN - CONTR UMY Gt

UVCLAsgIrfyD'

S

(3 WASHDC B
o K e ;
and skill of owr men in batt]c w;ll be ma,tched by thclr i
magneninity when the bautle ends. And all Amer*can m)litary actiOn
Vietnan will gtoo as soon as ag,gresswn bv others is s‘toppcd
Lyndon B. Johnson'"
o - ;ﬂ e “
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_ CIRCUIT NO. (COMMO)

rewis w22v-33 (REV, 8-61)
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B o0
NAvY DePARTMENT UNCLASSIFIED

JDENCE ACTION RELEASKD BY . DRAFTED BY PHONK NO.
PRIORITY \
— W M D. L. McDONALD, USN 55664
PRIORITY Op~00
FM: CNO

TO: COMSEVENTHFLT

INFO: CINCPAC | '

CINCPACFLT | . _, g

EOMUSMACV L - B

3 CMC
ynelay

1, DLEASE PASS TO ALL HANDS, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS, WHO
PARTICIPATED IN OPERATION STARLIGHT MY CONGRATULATIONS AND
APPRECIATION IN BEHALF OF THEIR SHIPMATES THROUGHOUT THE
NAVY. THOSE WHO MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE WILL LONG LIVE
IN OUR MEMORIES. -
2. THIS SIGNIFICANT AND HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL AMPHIBIOUS
OPERATION AGAIN VISIBLY DEMONSTRATED THE POWER AND VERSA- ,
TILITY OF BALANCED NAVAL POWER, STARLIGET ALSO REEMPHASIZED '
THE CAPABILITY OF THE NAVY-MARINE CORPS TEAM TO STRIKE
RAPIDLY AND WITH DEVASTATING EFFECT. PLANNING WAS THOROUGH
AND EXECUTION WAS SUPERB. WELL DONE. |

- ADMIRAL DAVID L. McDONALD

DRAFTER: Op-00

DIST: SECNAV.' 00. 0090 0010 00300040 0050007. QOQM
' CMC.. FP..BFR | | I ‘

OL NO (COMMO} M

1a\¥\ :?I/T_“

UNCLASHIFIE T\

2049//ew//1 412 AUG 65

H-49084

O — P—COPY |
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VG CASUALIES UNKe
e AIRa MIR CAP ( CONT INUES ON STATION,
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REPRODUCTEON OF THEDS DOGCUMENT N WHOLE OR IN PART IS

( SECRET (when finted in)

VIDUALS AHD SEALL GROUSE
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S PROMIBITED EXCIPT WITH PERMISSION OF. THE

155UING OFFICE
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o0 RURIRRT GHO [ S gz 1 “ﬁgfqz ,?/
o1 i l . v G A
R AU ET S 08 T
crERal 0N STARLIE

fe TODEOGOD HANOCC yATON OFFICER &(hAd WARFIELDY ahb

7 .
Q5 ot BEEBOWD AAODUDE
> CORFIRNLG AND ALPLATIE

N R Vg

oo
ks i £LF &
o, COBRENCING 2% A ST, 1L WAF ¥ RoRg, WITH RVEAY UnNItS

ST TV TO THRER DAY SEARGH AND CLEAR
T IVE OREA. FURPOSE JILh BE
GPHNGEG HED TO AOLLECT INTORBAT Z0N,
YEAPONS AND EQUEPHENT » RHEGH MTLL FUET HER NOCUXENT THE
DEFELT SUFFERED BY THL Vi
Bo ALL v &TIMATES OF VO CLSUELT IES HAVE BEEWN, AND WILL BE,
WEERVAY IVE SIDE. AN ACCURAVE DODLY COUNT HAS DERN
TFOSSTRLE, THE £FFECVIVE US OF AIRy NGF, ARTY
pLAINEY A DETERNMINED DEFENSE, NKUCH OF WHICH VAS
proULTED IN EYTHER TOTAL DESTRUCT JON OR BURIAL OF
JDENCE FURTTERWORE, THE RAPIDITY WITH UHICH THE

ON 21i YL O
APERAT 1OMS AN baw o ENCIAL
NESERGY RESIDUAL RE: o

5o
L0

4

AND T ANUS
MUCH OF

TOUNT e A RECONSTRUCTION~DF THE Ve OB TORETHER
ACCOUNT S GONFIRDS THAT HEAVY 1LOSSES VERE
REGIMENT ¢ CURRENE cRARCH ARD CLEAR OFERAT 10
SURVIVOR IWEEROG AT £0W SROULD PROVIDE ADD 1T SONAL
BETAIL S
4o SOME OF THE HOST SALIEWY AND INVYEREST ING POINT
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

20 August 1965

T JOINT STAFE
MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

. Subject: Operation Star Lite

Attached 1s the requested wrap-up report on Operation' .
. Star Liite with three enclosures.
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OPERATION STAR LITE

Based upon intelligence reports of a Viet Cong concen-
tration of the lst Mailn Force Viet Cong Regiment (estimated
strength 2000), the US Marines on 17 August (EDT) launched a
search and destroy operation in an area about six miles south
of Chu Lai. The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines was sea-11fted by
an LST SLanding Ship Tank), an LSD (Landing Ship Dock), and
an APA (Amphiblous Assault Transport) of the US Seventh Fleet
to a position south of the Viet Cong unit. Simultaneously,
the 2d Battalion, U4th Marines from Chu Lal was alr-lifted by
helicopters to a blocking position north of the Vliet Cong
concentration. This ailr landing was preceded by 20 US Marine
alrcraft, bombing and strafing the landing zone. A crulser
and a destroyer provided naval gunfire support. A Special
Landing Force, composed of the 3d Battalion, Tth Marines and
a helicopter squadron embarked aboard an LPH Amphlbious
Assault Ship), was in position to provide a floating reserve
force. .

(Initiél tactical situation in enclosure A4).

By 1850 (EDT) 17 August, the 3d Battalion, 3d Marlnes
was amphibious landed and linked up with the 2d Battalion,
Lth Marines helicopter-borne troops. The assault force en-
countered a well-organized coordinated defensive area with an
elaborate trench, tunnel and concrete bunker system. The
Viet Cong were armed with rifles, automatlc rifles, submachlne
guns, 60 and 81 mm mortars, 57 and 75 mm recoilless rifles,
machine guns and 3.5 ilnch rocket launchers. A determined,
skillful defense was conducted by the Viet Cong and the quality
of resistance and use of combined arms confirmed the original
estimate of a hard-core Viet Cong combat unit.

At about 0730 EDT on 18 August, two companies from the
3d Battalion, 7th Marines Speclal Landing Force afloat were
landed by helicopters to Join the attack. Subsequently, the
additional two companies of the Speclal Landing Force afloat
were landed over the beach to assist in the operation by seal-
ing off the Viet Cong routes of escape.

~ Continuous support 1s being provided our troops by
artillery, air, and naval gunfire support. Helicopter flights
continue around the clock for re-supply and evacuation of
. wounded. C-123 aircraft are on station with flares during
~ darkness. , :

SECRET
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Although the Viet Cong made two attempts to break through
on the first night, they were repulsed. Night 1lluminatlion was
provided by supporting arms and flare ships thus, 1t 1s unlikely
that Viet Cong were able to escape in strength.

By nightfall of the second day of battle, the three Marine
BLT's were occupylng night defensive positions, having overrun
the obgective area. At first light on 19 August (20 August
Saigon), Marines:continued mop-up operatlons consisting of a
thorough sweep of the area. A methodical search of the area.

" 1s 8till being cpnducted to screen out any remaining Viet Cong,

destroy fortificgtions, and exploit the success of the operation.
(Current tactical situation in enclosure B)

Preliminary Viet Cong casualty reports indicate the Viet
Cong may have suffered an estlmated 1000 killed(451 body count
after searching one half of objectlve area), several hundred
wounded, and 112 Viet Cong or Viet Cong suspects captured. The
sction was fast moving, making accurate casualty asgessment
difficult. Numerous Viet Cong were sealed 1n caves and tunnels
by demolitions. Casualty accounting was further complicated by

the nature of the casualties inflicted by bombs, napalm, flame

tanks, artillery, and naval gunfire.

Latest US casualties are 52 killed and 205 .wounded. It
18 estimated that 60 percent of these casualtles were caused
by small arms or machine gun flre, some of which had been by-
passed in the heavy cover. "

, Through interrogation of prisonérs and civilians the Viet
Cong strength and order of battle 1s being reconstructed. -
Civilians found in the area have been cooperative,

The success of this operation 1s attributed to accurate
intelligence, quick response, and securlty of operations plans.
Prisoners confirm the presence of four hard-core battallons.

On 19 August, General Lam, CG, 2nd ARVN Division, offered
two battalions to take part in the operation. The offer was
accepted and RVN forces will be introduced into the obJjective
area today for a period of about two days to assist in additlo-
nal search and destroy operations as requlred and in the mop=-up
phase of the operatlon. : ~ g

SECRET |
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER -
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps

Washington, D. C.
| | HA 965
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD T.
SGS I
0316Q MCCC Log Entry :
Subj: Call from Admiral LEMOS, NLCF
Encl: (1) Copy "Marine Supply Trip Runsjlnto Disaster"

by Peter Arnett - THE EVENING STAR - Night
Final Washington, D. C., Thursday, August 19,
1965 :

1, Received call from Admiral LEMOS, NMCC advising that
the President just called referencing an article in the
Lvening Star by Peter Arnett.:

This article was titled 'Marine Supply Trip Runs into
Disaster."

NMCC has sent a copy of the article to COMUSMACV info
CINCPAC.

2. Subsequent to the above call, Watch‘Officer called
FMFPAC advising of the above and that they could probably
get a copy of the article from CINCPAC.

3, Appripximately 0330Q, Major SERRIN called from NMCC
advising that III MAF is aware of the article. Also,
Lieutenant General KRULAK presently at IIT MAF is aware
of the article.

MCCC Watch Officer

) e 2
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By PETER ARNETT . = _
Associated Press Btatf Writer ) - o

VAN TUONG, Viet Nam~—The mission of U.S, Marine
Supply Column 21 yesterday 'was:simple: get to the heach-
head, resupply a line company. afid return to the 7th Fleet
mother ship anchored a mile: L

Only one of those objeetiy
detachment got to the beachheal S

It never found the ling pormpany. "And it never ‘returned.

Men from the column Wgjg-among 1.8, casualties in the -
fighting on the Van Tuong Poninsula’ that shaped up as the
biggest American battle of the Vit Nam war. ‘ .

" "The “supply pokes" figurgd they had an easy run. . *

. 'They had heard thai line"gonipa jles 1anded earlier dn;the’
day were getling heavy fire from Vie Cong positions.. .

But Supply Column 21 was,a formidable force made up of
five steel-shod Amiracs—35-ton amphibious vehicles—to carry
food and ammunition—and tyo M48 tatiks to escort them
' once ashore.. - il e L
‘ The column packed & total:‘q%@ﬁi tons of steel,

- The paths that led to-its destruction were paved with
confusion. ‘ B S P

Failing to locate the desighated line company, the men
sol out to look for §t. oo ionet o

The huge Amtracs, once it of the watér, were unwieldly.
The crews flopped {rom one rice paddy to another, calling at
one baltalion and then the next, No oné seemed to pay miich
attention to it. DR L ,

At 11 a.m. Supply Column 21 was ‘bbut 400 yards ahead
of the nearesl Marine riflemen, The véhicles were deep in the
Viel Cong territory and, suddenly, ‘were deep in {rouble.

Survivors said the Viel Cong rose out of hedge rows and
swamps, S R

Lance Cpl. Richard:Pass of :Homeward, I, said his
Amtrac veered aside us explosions erupted around them, The
leading tank was hil with an armor-piereing shell. Two men
" inside were wounded. .. - N Lo ‘

" The terraced -paddyfields .mad¢ tactical maneuvering
_difficult and the supply men were not {rained for it. Attempt-
-ing 1o get into good firing positions; threc of the five Amtracs
backed into a deep paddy and bogged down, - ;

The other two edged toward the tanks for shelter, One
didn’t make it. A Viel Cong knpeked it out by dropping a
grenade down its hatch, killing fwo Americans inside and
wounding others. N

Pass saw Viel Cong with ammunition bandoliers, black
pajama uniforms and .cam‘ouﬂa§ed steel helmets move right
“up to an Amirac 30 yards to his left. . :

He said doors of the vehicle -clanged open as the two
drivers tried to make a break io Pass’ vehicle. One of the
Americans was killed as he leaped out.

The other was plunging through. the paddyficld swinging
- his Marine knife when he went down, When pulled out dead
today, he still hag' the knife clutched i his hand, L

frpgmm s o

Lt o Y

TIE LEVENING STAR - Night linal
Washington, . C,, Thursday,
August 19, 1965

Encl (1)
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IS, HARINES KI,
600 CURRRI!
N 2-DAY BATIE

in Largest Operation by
Americans in Vielnam

{COASTAL AREA CLEARED

ielicoplers Rescue 8 G.1.s
Micr Communists Overrun
an Owlpost Near Laos

By NI, SHEEHAN

Speclat to the New York Wimes
DANANG, South  Vielnam,
‘Aug, 18 - In a fierce lwo-
LGay bablle 1hal ehded Jate thiy
afternoon, United
“Marines kitled at leas| bb2 Viols
cong irapped on m peninsula
~about 72 miles south of this porl
‘_klw.u.

Marine officers on the scenc
-estimated that the tola] of Vicle
cong Gead would txeced 600,
Shivty-cight guernillas were
capltired  &nd  an
Communist communications
center was destroyed.

The ballle was the firsl major

ground aclion waged solely by
United States droops in the
Vielnam war and the victory
was one of the most striking
{thus far in ihe conflict.
A spokesman here described
lmarine cashalties as “light” fu
{proportion. to the size of ihe
force Involved, which numbered
4,000 {o- 5,000 wnen, or the
cquivalenl of & regiment,

However, officigl sowrees in
1&aigon  reporled  that  the
{United Slates casually toll was
1the highest suffered fn & single
baltle in Violnam go far,

A

States ||

imporlant |
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17 Bencuedl st Oulpost )

I svother  batlle,  edpht :
Avneriean advisers Were rCsCaed ‘
by helicopter when  Vietcong L
atlackers overran n outpost st
Dapeut, near the Laolian bor- 1
aer, 'the fate of the South
Victnamese garrison was nol
RhoOWIL, .
The batlle, in which a luge

vViclcong  foree  was {rapped,
took place aboul 12 mileg south |

al Chai, which is being de- [
fended by clements of the Third |
Marvine Amnphibjous Korce.

The fighting began at dawn
yesterday when {hree anaring
.(:(nn]‘»znﬂ(:g stormed ashore fron
{he attack transport Tanadaga
noar ihe village of Authal, The
peach s just south of & sinall
triangular - shaped peninsuls
that. had been a Communist,
slronghdld for lwo ycars,

A fourlh marlne eompany
had moved overland from Chue
lai {he night before and taken
up & Dblocking position  about
liwo and a half miles to the
fmorth on the olher side of the
peniusnla.

. Shorlly after thc amphibjous
'assanll, another mavine batlinie

‘i sontinued on 'age 8, Colwran b
2 v ' ol &

I

} Continued From l'age 1,
E]'(\ar Letween the blocking foree
;and {he amphibious group.
One 1lelicopter 1ost

| While etill Janding, the hel-
jicopler force came under heavy,
lfiro from Communigt automat-
fi(a weapohs, mortars ang b7-mm,
recoilless rifies, Several of the
helicoplers were hil, One was
so badly damaged it had to Jand
in Communist territory; where
it was destroyed by marine air-
craft. The erc¢w was rescucd.

{ The Vielcong were prolected
L by well-forlified -bunkers, tun-
nels and foxholes, Marine offi-

|Jima was thrown into the fight

4.y dand
of 8 mow Uniled States airstrip I{inued.

lion was landed by helcoplering
\threc yones Lwo miles to ‘thc

®0

inp, another Marines battalion
from the helicopter carrier lwo.
yesterday aftemioon Lo reinforee
the amphibious units, '

1 By dusk yesterday, the Ma-
rines had fought their way {0
within a mile of the beach, Dur-
ling the nighi ihe iroops dug
in ana sent ont. patrols to main-
{ain contacl with the Victcong.
Klares were dropped to fllumin.
ate the arca and the arlillery
naval bombardment con-

A1l dawn the Marine infantry
again pushed forward and b
kn;idaﬂcmoon hag cleared the
icteong from the entire penin-
dnla, When night f¢)l, the Ma-
rines were engaged in mopping
up the remaining ‘Communists
in the area ang in scarching a
maze of tumncls -discovered n
he chiffs above the beach,

rows of lrces, and rolling hills
covered by rock
and patches of serub brush that

]%céausc of the ]no:;\Vy ﬁﬂ'llh,t‘

rrisoners herroguted
Before the ballle began Ma-
IIrine officers had estimated that
2,000 Vielcong were operating:
in the poninsula and nearby|
arcas. Tonight, officers were in-
terrogating prisoncrs to oblain
& more accurale estimate of the!
slve of the Communist foree, ’

1 was believed that some of
the  Vietcong  might  have
cescaped  through Lhe marine
lines last night. )

Senior officers were extreme-
ly pleased with the resulls of
the operation, which they be-
lieved had been cofficiently ex-
eculed. The atlack was planned
on 1lic basis of Information
oblaincd by numcrous patrols
the snarines sent into the arca
from the Chulad air base,

The  Vieleonp had - allowed
themselves 1o be trapped wilh

{ . odathelr backs against th;‘ . LT
The coumtryside Was described|where
as rugged terrain of plowed ricejwhelmed by the force of modern
paddics crisscrossed by denseconventlional argng,

they could be over-

‘ory
4

‘s time we fought the war|,

outcroppingsiour way,” & marine officer said,

affordcd the Communists good)
concealinent. '
The Marines were forced to
fight thelr way painfully for-
ward elearing the guerrillas.
from {he bunkers and fexholes!
and suffering cagualtics
throughout the advance, 4, .

Within three hours, :however,
f{the helicopter - horne bat{alion
had linked up with the ahiphi-
bious force and the Vieldong
were cffectively trapped within
a small arca, where, they could
be destroyed by the Marine in-

naval gunfire and air srikes,
Alreraft BMocks Escape’

A Vietcong company tited to
hreak through the advancing,
Marines bul was ncarly wiped
‘oul by waves of =41 Phantom
band A-4 Skyhawk fighter-bomb-
lers allacking with napabn, 750-
pound hombs and rockets.

The Marine jets flew 140 sor-
tics during the iwo-day ballle,
dropping 92 tons of bombs, The
eruiser Galveston and two sup-.
porting destroyers as well as
artillery batleries’ nearby also!
fired thousands of shells dnto:

cers  reported. Some  of the
pbunkers, concealed under peas-
‘ant buls, were relnforced by:
lconerete. . i

b

Yor secwrlly weasons, the
exacl Josses were nhol mado
public.

{he Vieteong f(lx‘tifi(-.z:tions.

S : [
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DRATHOVERTAKES |

) ,Lo]mmus 80 marines swrvived

* tanks, They were parl of {he
© 10l in the battle of Vautuong

1

AUSSUPRLYONT

Wiihcring V»ietcong AMack
. Wrecks Marine Armored
Column in Rice Paddy

ok

By The Assoclated Htu
VANTUONG, South thmm,
Aug. 18 Under & swel-
tering  midday  sun, . United
States Marine Supply . Column
21 Tunberea to ils death yester-

day in i{he morass of & Vicels]

DECLASSIFIED

B]aok lad Vietcong  guertil-,

out of hedgerows and swamps.
Jixplosions crupled all avound

\/the column, gecording Lo a sur-

vivor, Lance Cpl. Richard Yess
of Momewood, Ill, An armor-
plereing shelt hit the leading
tank, wounding 4wo men insidge, !

The amtrales uwd {o mancus;
ver fnte good Fiving positions,’
bul three of ihe five bogged,

down in a decp paddy. The Merino hear
nol  boonl:

supply men had
traincd for ihe derraced tler-
[rain,

A Viclecong soldier knocked
oul one of ih¢ remaining am-
traks by dropping a grenade in
the hatch as il cdged foward
the tanks Im })l()t(‘OthI). '.(‘hc

nainese rice paddy.

Pv the end of the day the
armorcd column, 287 {ons of |
slecl, was no more, Somc of the

‘lho withering Vieleong attdck
but none escaped unmarked,

In the balllefield lay the
ruins of the column, five slecl-
‘shod amlraks - 8h-ton amphibi-
ous vchicles and iwo M-48

Péninsula, where the Marines
engaged in the heaviest United
States fighting of the Victna-
mese war, | ‘

The marines of Column 21
had figured on an easy T
helr mission was to gel Lo the
beachhead, resupply & line cor-
pany and return 1o the Seventh
IPleet nir»t]‘)mg ship ‘& mfle off
shore.

They accomplished none  of
the objectives.

Attraks ¥all Lo ]<mﬂ an

jafter  he

:blasl lnllcd two Amer\lcam amd
wounded olhcrs inside  the ye-
hidle, |

Clonmunist shclls punched
riddled tihe
sgueezed  himself
l,]n'oug:h the  18-4nch
hatelh under the tank.

Mortar shells bounced off the
American vehicles, and Corporal
Pass  walched as . Vielcong
soldiers with ammunition ban-
doliers, black-pajama uniforms
and camouflaged steel helmels
allacked an amirak 30 yards 1o
his left.

One of the two drivers was
killed -as he leaped out of the
beleaguered wvehicle, The other
was cuf down by bullels in the
paddyficld.

The Vieleong knocked oul a
third amtrak and the survivors
sought prolection in the other
two.

Men Douse ¥iach Other
he marines ripped al ihe
Vicleong with machine-gun and
rifle five from the vehicles, but
still the Vieteong kept coming.

Once oul of the wut(l. Lthe
huge ambraks flopped from one
rice paddy 1o another, unwmldy
pehemoths nable to find their

way. Again and again, the'
marines callea oul to men in
ihe field but falled te find the
lmo company they had heen as-
signed Lo resupply.

VAt 1ITAM, the columui’ound

|

They 1ook 'turns . as sharp-
shooters frpm peepholes in their
vehicles. “1 couldi’t maneuver
up there”  said, Pfe, James)
Xeeff of Secattle, Wash, who
escaped with a slight wound.
The comparlments of the am-

Y -

itself deep In cnemy ,l(-lplmy |

. -
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three holes in one tank, Bulletg|injured in two flights, The dead
wounded  driver|were left behind,

escape lieve the other gurvivors.

| T
Ins suddenly rose Mike loousts Jtsﬁ I<E.s“1\3’r:,~.3511ne cauld:om E. Bl

1no -of - Lomila, Calif,,
‘sa!ﬂl the men “gplashed waler
on éach other {rom tresupply
cang -{p prevont tbeal exhaus-
tion.

Suddenly, & young cmpum
iishouted: “Okay, men, WLI(‘!IId'
‘rlncs Let's 4o 1 dob.

e starled¥o Blimb out, but
a bullet hit Wi ; ibetween *the
eyes bcfo:e i 'ould yaise' his

bn,"  Bergeant
antie whisper
from  outside,: YAMtrak, am-
irak.” 11 was g ‘wounded tank
icrewman, The si rgeant and oth-
ers pulled him ¥nsidc,

Late in the aflernoon air
strikes began to case the pros
sure on the remnants of Colunin
21.

A solitary helicopler landed

al daybreak, mistaking  {he
bodv-ll{t(‘l ed ficld for a landing
zone, The ' Apderjeans rushed
from their vehicles to the heli-
copter, earrying the wounded.

The helicopler evacuated the

14

% “In - midnfs,

Ground forces mrrived to re-

The men of Column 21
wanted to cart.off their vch-
icles, bul an officer Lold them:

“Take your belongings oul of
the vehicles, We are going lo

blow them up.”

V!ctcong bodlos 4o
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Vié(coﬁg Inflict Ca

afion, Me was Juside amphiblous {ank hit by guerrillas,

DECLASSIFIED

ualtics on Advancing Marines

UK. muarines rucling for ecover as snipers open fire during Jarge {wo-flay" offensivo
agalnst Commundst guerrillas in the Vantuong Peninsula, about 70 miles south of Panang,

A marine with s head wound & Jod {o the rear for evaci-

I “0
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PAGL ONE

20AUG 65



DECLASSIFIED

'

FLumbers fo

v By Peter Arnetl The Amiraks tricd to

YANTUONG, Vict-Namimancuver into good firing po-||
Aug. 19 (A}Y) Under a swelgsitions, bul three of the five
tering midday sun, U.S. Ma- bogged down in a decp paddy.
rine Supply Column 21 lum-' A Viet Cong knocked out

{ bered o its death vesterdayione of the remaining Amtraks|

* in the morass of a Vietnamesc|y dropping a grenade in the
rice paddy. ' o
: ale & dged toward the
By the end of the day the hdl”? n ‘]1_((]“.(] '("}\‘ld Dlast
armorcd column, 287 tans of|tanks for protection. The blas
slee), was no more. Somme ofjkilled  {wo  Amcericans  and
the 30 Icathernceks survived lwounded others inside.
i‘h('] “"}”hlm‘”m Vil Cong alh povaes  houneed  off  the
ack bul none escaped un- e Niclec s Y-
marked. American \ro.h]f,lcs, ‘(m(l ]x.ISS
N . watched as Viel Cong with
In the battlefield Jay the o S
Fring of the colur R j\;](*ammumtl(m handolicrs, black
& q d - 1t . i
steel-shod A ,:O}:”m- ar 1“‘ pajama unifarms and camou-
y MUFaks - 3540 pyaied steel helmets aftacked
amphipious vehieles and twos an Amirak 30 vards to his
M-48 tanks, They were part of Heft *

fhe toll in the battle of Van!

{uong peninsula, where the One of the two drivers was

Mavines engaged in the heay.  killed as he leaped oul of the
jest ULS, fighling of the Viet.| vehiele, The other was cul
down by bullets in the paddy-
liasy Kun Expected field.

The “supply pokes” of Col- | Third Xnocked Ont
umn 21 had figured on an| U was a litlle after noon

namaese war,

to pet to the heachhead, re-|0own on the bloodied rice

supply a line company and ye-|Paddy, the Viet Cong
turn 1o the 9th Fleel mother|knocked out a third Amirak
ship anchored a mile offfand  {he survivors  sought
shore,

They accomplished one of! 77, .
the objectives.” - he interior compartments

Once out of the water, the of the metal monsters beeame
huge Amtraks - flapped from cauldrons.  Staff  Sglt. Jack
one rice paddy (o another, un- Merino of J.omitn, Calif,, said
the men splashed water on

wicldy behemoths unable l(nf
find their way., Again and|
again, the Marines czlled out|-
{o combal men in the ficld

but failed to locale the ]mo,
ccompany (hey had heen desig-| |

inated 1o resupply.

i AL 11 am, the column
Tound itscll (1('01) in cnemy
Hlerritory. .
Black-clad Viel Cong sud-
denty rose like Jocusts out of!
hedge rows and swamps. Fx-
iplosions  erupted all around
the Colummn, recalled a sur-
vivor, Lanee Cpl. Richard ass
of Nomewood, 111, An armor-.
picreing shell hit the l(wllng
tank, wounding iwo mcen in-|
side,

casy run. Their mission was|now. Wil the sun bealing}
L flights, The dead were Jeft he.

proteetion in the other two.. :

Mar_m«? Suppiy (,Q)Qum n

Death

cach other from l'(supp]y cans
to prevent heat exhaustion.
Suddenly, a young corporal:
shouted: “Okay, men, wmo[
iMarines. l.et's do the job.”
e starled {o climb oul but
‘a bullet hit him between the
eves hefore he could raise his
rifie.
Enemy 1¢ Held Off
The Marines held off {he
ienemy into the late afternoon,
when air strikes hegan to case
;the pressure on the remmanis
of Clolumn 21, They stayed at,
their positions through the

A solitary helicopter landed
al  davbreak, mistaking the

body-littered ficld for # land-
ing ronc. The Americans
rushed from their vehieles to
the chopper, carrying the
wounded,

the seriously injured in two

hind.
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'REFERENCE PETER ARNETT STORY ON MERINE guPPLY COLUMN, THE
CHIEF OF STAFF OF ©HE 111 MAF, COLe. FULLER, AND THE =3, COL.
 JYCOFF, FURNISHED AGCOUNT OF THE INCIDENT \FTER HAVING HAD THE
ARNRTT STORY READ TO THEN, COMHENTS FOLLOUS |
A CsRp BN, $RD REGINENT ON RIGYT FLANK OF BEACHHEAD. 2D o
ATH MARINES ON LEFT OF 3RD BN. AN ENE'Y SALIENT OF ABOUT 388 YARDS
UP HMed NOT BEEN ,

B. | THE
HED AT TIME

LFLAME THRO}

CALIBER MACHINE GUN EACH

£S TO REACH THE

&

e o B PG “
B A 1 5

Tyo BN'S AS LINK
) | OF INNIDENT,
Y FORCE. CONSISTED OF F

FIGURED HAD "EASY RUN" COMPLETELY
‘ | MEAVILY ENGAGED VITH THE

LY A BEACHHEAD
ONT RADIO CONTACT

KNEY: THAT THE COVPANY THEY V

T T N GAME OVER THE
) W AND WAS MOVING

THE SALIENT WHICH EXIS

. THEY WERE TAKEN UNDER INTENSE FIRE B
TQMM MORTARS,

FCUR. WTI-ACS, 'IﬂQMMAsMIANx§
K, THE ANTRACS ARMED JITH ONE .30 &
*aHE STATEMENT BY ARNETT THAT MEN 0o
UNTRUE., THERE 1S NO "EASY R
YICH IS ' &3
uN HAD TANKS FOR_PROTECTION. B
THE INITIAL STAGES OF ANY e
OPERATION. HOWEVER, THE )

WITH THE UNITS ON
ERE TO RESUPPLY

THE coLuM

oD BATTALION.
TED BETWEEN THE TWO BN'S.

Y HARD CORE VC WITH 75 AND
MACHINE GUNS AND SMALL
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BN, THE BTORY INFLIIS gyl LT GGLITT WD LOON Ui Bl
FOROTME 2D BN, THIS IS ’ SO, THWY wERE IN RADIO TACT,
CWEy UMERE THEY UERT, SUSMIN CROSSING THE SALIERT UNMRATTACKED
BY “YUPERIOR FIRE POWER. TELY ©ID NOT “CALL AT ONE 3Ny
THL JEXT WwITH NO AT}”ENTION nRINE PAID TO TYEM,, " . THEY
LANDED BEMIND TME GRD 3%, A0 PROCEEDID TOWARD THEIR
! DEST INAT ION, IN RADIO CONTACT AT ALL TIN¥ES.
4, IN WANEUVERING THRU THE RICT PADDYS T WARD THE 2D BN
| AND WHILE CROSSING THE SALITNT, THE COLUMN DID VEER RIGHT INTO
' TME SALIENT TO GET AROUND AN OSSTRUCTION. THEY WERE NOT AHEAD
" OF THE NEAREST RIFLEWEN BUT BETWEEN THEM IN THE SALIENT.
5 TNE GTATEMENT THAT THE SUPFLY NEN WERE NOT TRAINED FOR
T4IS KIND OF WANEUVERING IS DENIED BY THE 11 MAF. ALL OF
THEIR MARINES INCLUDING DRIVERS ARE THROUGKOULY TRAINED IN
THEIR JOBS. ' | ~
6 “THE COLUMN RADIOED FOR MELP, THE BN EX O OF 3RD BN, THE
NEAREST UNIT, MADE UP AN ARMORED COLUMN OF TWO TANKS, THREE
_ ONTOS AND TUO AWTRACS SUPPORTED BY INFANTRY FROU THE BN HQS.
NS FORCE ENGAGED THE VG IN THE SALIENT, THE 30 MEN
14 THE SUPPLY COLUMN PULLED BACK UNDER THE COVERING FIRE
_ BRINGING OUT THEIR DEAD AND WOUNED. |
%9 "THE INFANTRY ELENENT OF THE RELIEF FORCE HELD THE
" GALTENT UNTIL RELIVED BY ELENENTS OF THE 3RD BN,
¢ V8. TME BATTLE CONDITIONS EXISTING AT THE TINE OF THE INCIDENT
*"ARE DESCRIBED BY MARINE OFFICERS AS SIMILAR TO THOSE ENCOUNTERED
" 'ON BEAGHHEAD ACTIONS IN Yy II -- STRONGLY FORTIFIED POSITIONS
MeLD BY WELL TRAINED, HARD CORE MAIN FORCE TROOPS. |
"3, DETAILED BREAXDOUN OF SUPPLY COLUMN CASUALTIES WILL FOLLOW,
" 1p A BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION OF PETER ARNETT UAS ‘
= JUCTED IN SAIGON IN HAY €5. IT REVEALED NO BASIS FOR
" JUDGING ANTI-AMERIGAN BIAS, ARNETT IS NEY ZEALANDER BY
* BIRTH, MARRIED TO VIETNAWESE NATIONAL, HE 15
"' TEMPERWENTAL, HAD ADNITTED WRITING SLANTED STORIES WHEN
/7 DISPLEASED BY ACTIONS OF WILITARY, 1IN GENERAL, HE WRITES
" SENSATIONAL TYPE STORIES. '
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OPNAV FORM 2110-33 (REV 8-61)
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. —ERIORITY

PHONE M.

5200"’

P 281350z

FROM: BEONAV | o =

TO:  COMUSMACV ‘ //t o p
COM TTH FIT / _ !
CG III MAF S

INFO: CINCPAC el
CG FMFPAC v

. o
UNCLASS

My heartiest congratulatidns on the important success won by jbhe' Marines

of the III MAF ageinst the Viet Cong south of Chu Lai. This action proe

vides renewed evidence that today's/generation of Marines, and the '

& Seventh Fleet Sai.lors who eupported them, are worbhy auecessore to the

men of the Navy and Maxrine Corps who have fought so well 'bogether throughe

~out our Nation's history. I note with particular satisfaction the .

excellent coordination of all our arms in a complex triphibious assault |

against & wily guerrilla enemy wel; eptrenchea in qifficult terrain.

Please pass my congratulations t0 all who participéted in the plenning

end execution of the battle including those Arnmy and Air Force units

whose valuable assistance eontribu-bed aignificant]y to the Buccess:; *"’
=

outcome of the operation. Signed Paul He Nitze, Secretery of the Navy

—

o ..',
r~ -i:' 5‘
e ':" .’.,' :
DRAFTER: SECNAV (3) s o

DIST: UNSECNAV, OP-00, BFR, FLAG PLOT, cm, B(IPERS oy
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps

ashington, D. C. %0}5% T |
o L AOME ) TR | Rad?
RANDUN 1! 1} %;wz.zfj;;_-.(.z;zk.%wﬂ 1965 P
| U N (S CE S

FROM: WATCH OFFICER™S G 1905 LG B8 ,@’fﬁ, B
o - "\sc—:s I B %

INFORMATION MEMOR

e i Ot S, e e T SO

SUBJ:  OPERATION:STARKLHME » |

\

In response to questions posed by MCCC on 21 Aug, FMFPAC CC
submitted the following:

Sczenns v R

RV © What intelligence has operation Starlight produced?

A.  Intelligence indicates that the 1st Regt'l CP and
elements of the 45th, 60th, 80th, and 90th Bns were located in the
objective area. ltis likely that the heavy weapons Bn was there also.

On it's recent move into the area, the Regt began extensive fortification

of the region to include tunnels, caves, bunkers, and trenches. Never-
theless, it is unlikely thatthe Regt had deployed to the area for defensive
purposes. The report that a sand fable of the Chu Lai airfield area was
being used for training purposes, 2 VCC report that an attack was scheduled
for 0700, 18 Aug, and numerous previous reports that the VC were plann-
ing offensive operations during the 19 Aug holiday period, would appear to
confirm the fact that the 1st VC Regt was planning to attack Chu Lai and
that the attack was most likely thwarted by the timely USMC attack. Although
the VC have in the past avoided large scale engagements with Marire forces,
it is evident that they are willing to take this risk for a licrative target and
that, when backed to the wall, they are capable of offering tenacious

resistance, especially inan area where terrain favors the defender.

24

. *j; ? / qlﬁmm‘
[7 Y Y -
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( SUBJ: OPERATION STARLIGHT

9.  Whatdocuments were captured and wia t type ?

A.  Approximately 13 mail bag of documents are nowW
at the 3d 17T at Danang and more are on the way from Chu Lai. Material
at 3d |TT consists of 30 propaganda items, 7 expenditure accounts for food,
6 personal diaries, 2 schematics of PRC-10 radios, and an abbreviated
radio code. There are two black books of RVN personnel, political activity
reports, documents on first aid and personal hygiene, and numerous
other miscellaneous subjects.

3. Q. Weapons captured, number and type?

A. Al Danang there are 84 assorted small arms, 67
pounds of TNT, and 100 feet of detonating cord. At Chu Lai are two BAR's,
one 60MM mortar, and 30 - 40 small arms.

4 W, ihatdialectdo POW's speak?
A, AllVCCIVCS speak the central dialect.
5. W  Was Van Tuong the lst Regt CP?

A ltis believed to be the CP, based on the amount of
Comm lines running into the hamlet, and on the finding of telephone
headsets, Telephone and radio handsets, and on the extent of fortified
positions and resistance encountered there. VCC interrogation has not
supported this specific location, but two locations obtained in interrogations
are within the objective area.

6. Q. VC casualties?

DECLASSIFIED
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SUBJ: OPERATION STARLIGHT

A, VCKIA 599

VCCIVCS 122 (of these 94 were cleared and released,
6 were confirmed VC, 22 are VCS).

7. Q. VCWIA?

A, The six captured were WIA, Elements of a 4th
Marines ITT spot report contains a report of VC having left the area at
200100H carrying six WIA. This is an unconfirmed report. A sweep of
the area is being conducted by USMC and ARVN units, searching caves

and tunnels.

FMFPAC CC FONECON 2213150 (U)

o S
L e

“K £ SMITH
Major, USMC
Watch Officer
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps
Washington, D. C.
22 August 1965

BRIEFED 1 (G
m

From: Watch Officer |

INFORMATION MEMORANDUM

Subj: OPERATION STAR LITE

1. All companies of 3/7 are ashore with the last company landing at
212230Z. Present intentions are to backload 3/7 on the 24th.

TELECON: FMFPAC 222045Z (U)

CMC
ACMC

b
MILSIC o, |
N2

Cof&

|

|

:
DC/SIEY) hpn |

|

|

|

SGS .,v. ‘.,,‘ ..A.M

IR ZBH

—-— 25‘ -
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Indications pointing towards the VC planning an
attack on Chu Lai included a sand table of the area, numerous
reports of a 19 August offensive, and a VCC report of a
0709 18 August attack.

The amount of communications equipment found in
VAN TUONG is the basis for the belief that the village was
the CP for the 1st VC Regiment.

The USS Galveston, Prichett and Orlech fired over

1400 rds of 5and 6 inch ammo in support of Operation Star-
lite, 18-24 Aug.
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Br
CONFIDERTIAL
fi. REFERENCE MACV TELECON DIG 22153873 NO OTHER SITUATIONAL
CHANGE REPORTED IN THE DAK SUT AREA.
B, REFERENCE OPN STARLITE, THE LATEST JII MAF SITREP SIATESS
f. BACK LOADING ARD RE<ENBARKATION OF &/7TH WILL BE
CONPLETED NOT LATER THAN ENDSOF DAYLJGHT HOURS, 24 AUG.
oo RLT 7 CMINUSY Will RETURN OVERLAND, SWEEPING THE
THUNG PHAN PENNINSULA (RS 65@88), TO CLOSE CHU LAI TAOR NL1T
FRD OF DAYLIGHT HOURS, 24 AUGUST,
5, 51ST ARVN REGT CONTINUES SWEEPING TOWARDS THE SOUTH,
PRESENT PSN VICINITY BS 63587,
Ghe 4
B
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SECRET 29713 WESTMORELAND SENDS

SUBJ: VIETNAMESE REACTION TO MARINE VICTORY
| .. FROM CERTAIN ARVN GENERAL OFFICERS ON THE JOINT GENERAL
STAFF, WE HAVE RECEIVED A RATHER PECULIAR REACTION TO THE MARINE
VICTORY SOUTH OF CHU LAI, WHILE NOT HOSTILE, THE REACTON WAS
CLEARLY SOMEWHAT DISPARAGING AND PROBABLY INDICATES A SENSITIVITY
T0 THE EXTENSIVE PRESS COVERAGE OF THE MARINE ACTION,
2., WE INTEND TO MAKE EVERY POSSIBLE EFFORT TO PORTRAY OUR
OPPTPERATIONS AS COMBINED IN NATURE, THIS MEANS WE MUST INCLUDE IN
THE EARLY STAGES OF ANY LARGE OPERATION SOME VIETNAMESE ELEMENTS

TTO WHICH A FAIR SHARE OF THE CREDIT CAN BE ATTRIBUTED. WE ARE
NOT OVERLY CONCRNED ABOUT THIS FIRST ADVERSE REACTION, BUT WISH
TO FLBXLIT FOR ALL INTERESTED PARTIES.
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VIET CONG WEAPONS AND AMMUNITIONS, SOURCE OF

le INTERROGATION OF CAPTIVES HAS REVEALED NO INFORNAT ION

AS TO SOURCE OF WEAPCHS OR HOW THEY ARRIVED IN THE HANDS
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UP LANY WEAPONS, R | o ‘

| (2) LARLUE FAB/A4 AIRCRAFT DESTROYED A TOTAL OF SIXTH=SEVEN
STRUCTURES AND DALAGLD TWENTY-FIVE OTHZRS DURING ATTACKS IN SUPPORT
W 111 BAF AND 250 AIEKDIV IN I AND II CORFS ARLA.

T 3y FIVE ECh ANTHTWO FIGHTER ESCORT LISSIONS WERE

O.NVWDUCTED 1N NVL bY LARIVE 4¢Ce . o

T D 595e) 91 3gENTY PRTROLS/ARDBUSHES WERE CONDUCTED W ITHIN

THL 115 MAF ARGA DURLNG 25 AUG. ONE VC, ARKED WITH A CHICOH SUB=
RACIINE GUN, WAS CAPTURED JUST NORTH OF LE LY, THIRTEEN VC

SUSMCTS WERE APFREHENDED ABGUL 9680 LETERS SOUTHYEAST OF

DANA,G o | )

"3y CIVIIRRZSAL YNZ THE 111 XPFU,S 57845 o»4583 1838) «l1AIRS
OFFIC. RS CONRERRZD HITH ONE QUANS WAL BECTOR LILITARY ADVISCRS AND ’
USONKEROVINGE REPREGSNIATIVES ON THE RFUGEE FOOD PROB_

o Nhy THE USOR
REFRESANIATIVES VilL SUBWIT A STATERENT SHOWING THE LOCATION OF ALL
REFUGEES WITHIN THE PROVIHCE AND TRANSPORTATION REQUIRYENTS
#SS0JQATED WITH SUPFLYING FOOD TO THE RCFUGEESWSS® 3o GENERAL, HAJGI
PARTY VI3ITED THE III LAF AREA ON 25 AUG, v

Co THIAD LARDIV (OPERATIONS)

PAGE 3 RUMG 3892 S £ CRE T
€1 THIRD HARINES (DANANG) 48
~ ¢ay FIRST BM

| 1, CO & CONTINUES THE SZARCH AND DESIACY OPZRATION IN
THE SOUTH WisT SRCTOR OF THE TACR IH SEARCH FOR Thi REPOARTED
VC CAKPSITE, PATKOLS WERE COMDUCTED VIC (AT 865629) (AT 8466783
AND (AT 879:25) = O REPORTED VO CONTACT. THE PATROLS FQUND
NILEROUS SPIDER TRAPS, SLEEPING LATS AND $0bE DISCARDED CLOTHING,
GIVING EVIDENCE THAT THE AREA HAS BEZEN USED AS AN OVEZANIGHI way

 STAT IO, _ |
JSh ONE PATROL FROM CO B ENCOUNTERED A SEALL GROUP OF VC
AT 25 1g4ed Vic (AT 956682, ENSUING FIRE FIGHT RESULTED IN GHNE
Ve WOUNDED, OFE BARLNE ¥IA. | |
S ST TME FIRST BN WILL CONDUCT HORMAL PATROL AND AKBUSH
OPERATIONS VITHIN THEIR AAEA OF RESPONSIBILITYe BN IS CURRENTLY
PREPARING FOR ENpARKAT IONSKED RELIEF BY 1/1s
¢B) SEMLND BN
1o &Y AhLUSH ESTABLISKID 2Y CO E VIC (dJ
: ‘ ]‘ ‘ 894827 KADE
CONTACT WITH Gl ESTILATED FOUR VC AT 2534£5H, ONE VC WAS WOUNDED
AND THEN CAPTURED, 8LOHG WITH ONE K+5 0 CHICON SUSLACHINE GUNe OHE
;USEG WOUNDED . ‘ :
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e THIS SUNMARIZES ACTION AND EVENTS JIACE e1240kL, JATES ARE

SPECIFIED WHERE ZVENT OCCURRED PRIOR TO 724227,

2. 111 MAF '
Ao HIGHLIGRTS - E

1) THIRTY<NINE STRUCTUIES WERE DESTROYEDs FOUR BUNKERS

DESTROYED, TUENTY=FOUR STRUCTURES DAMAGED AND Two 3UNKERS

DANAGED BY MARINE a4/F4s ACFT WHILE CONDUCTING 3 TRIKES IN Y1

CORPS AREA IN SUPFORT OF ZND AIR DIVIJION» : >
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FAGE 2 RUNPE 4289 T O P 8 ECRET

£2) NeB-16 HELOS LIFTED 1159 PAX AND 33 TONS OF CARGD IN
SUPPORT OF IXI MAF AND ARVN FORCES. .

(3) MARINE GROUND FORCES CONDUCTED A TOTAL OF 64 PAI?OL?/
ANBUSKES DURING 27 AUG. ONE NIGHT AXSUSH WEST OF PHURAI
ACCOUNTED FOR FIVE VG KILLED AND THREZ WEAPONS GAPTURED.

C4y INTELLIGENCE REPORTS CONTINUE TO GIVE LEVIDENCE OF VO
ﬁgﬁﬁﬂﬂ:? AND A GENERAL SUILDUP IN THE AREAS WEST OF CHU LAl AND}
U BAT. . o oo N i

(%) ARVN UNITS OPERATING IN QUANG XGAI PROVINCE HAVE :
REPORTED THE DISCOVERY OF FIFTY VC B0DIES WITHIHN A 582 METER
nADluﬁl?F (3S 698925), PROBABLY THE RESULT OF OPFRATIDV
“STARLITE".

(6) CIVIC ACTION. APPROX 22 TONS OF UsSe SURPLU3 FOOD

o ,
SRYEORH A5l hap 5™y °‘%Ngﬁﬁ,“§°“AB§I¥?&5XL”ékét¥oﬁsR3§CB?qEN
SURPLUS CONHOOITIES WILL SE PROVIDED IN THE FUTURZ,
3¢ THIRD WARDIV (OPERATIONS) - 3
(1) THIRD MARINES (DANANG)
(AY FIRST BY.
. CONDUGTED NORMAL SECURITY PATHOL OPERATIONa vzc

PAGE 3 RUHPG 4229 T O P 3 ECRET
PREPARED POSITIONS UIIH NEGATIVE CONTACT. :
2. COORDINATION EFFECTED FOR THE RELI:F I8 PLACE OP
145 BY 1/1; COMNMENCING APPRON 87€3H ON 29 AUG. FIRST 8N, THIRD
MARINES PLAN TO EMNBARK AND SAJL ASOARD THE U3 a déYFIHLD ON 1 =
L‘[flc b

(B) SECOND BN.
D KT 270332K1¢I0AERATION "oRIAR PATCH" COMMENG
ONE PLATOON HOVING INTO BLOCKING POSITIONS VIC (AT B14761). n
SECOND FLATOON LANDED 3Y HELO UIC CAT 878779
$D NOVED bOUTﬂ,,

ESTABLISHING A SECOND BLOCKING POSITION NORTH OF. PHUOC 30N VIC.
(AT 870764, AT }420H CO F (=) REINFORCED WITH A PLATQON FRON CO
de LANDED VIC (AT 862762) AND COMMENCED THE SEARCH AND DESTROY.

OPERATION EAST THROUGH PHUOC SON, THE OPERATION WAS COMPLETED °
AND ALL UNIT5S RETURNED TO THEIR PREPARED PODITIONJ BY 16414, NO

VC. CONTACT,
2. SECOND 5N HAS SCHEDULED LXT?NaxVE PATROL AND
AN3USH OPERATIONS FORWARD OF THEIR:-PREPARED POoITIONa.
© (L) THIRD 8Ny FOURTH MARINES (PHU 3AI)
l. COC, 1NInD AZCON 3N ESTASLISKED A PLATOON S1ZE
ARBUSH SITE ABOUT 7220 MNETERS WaST OF THE AIRFIELD, v:c (Yo .

e
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CINCPAC

TS MARINE OPILRATION NEAR CHU LAT

The initial surorise and tactical success effected in
the USMC operation south of Chu Lail (Late Item, OPSUM 192-65)
continues to be exploited as the estimated 2,000-man VC
force appears to be hcmmed in agalnst the sea by the advanc-
ing Marincs. More than 650 VC are estimated killed, and the
operation continues "going well,' according to IIL MAF, Ag of
1190200 EDT, the Marines held two-thirds of the objective
area. (C) :

A In the first dayls fighting, stiff enemy resgsistance
was encountered from VC well-fortified in tunnels, caves, and
bunkers, Ailr, including hellcopters, artillery, and naval
gun I'ire were used extensively to support the advancing
Marines. The battallon of the Special Landing Force {SLF)
was ordered ashore to asgist in the operation, primarlly
in sealing off potential routes of escape, By nightfall,
the entrapment was believed complete, and no exfiltration
ol VC was ‘indicated during the night. Two strong VC
attempts to break out were repulsed. (C) ’

Latest reported Marine casualties are 36 killed
and 154 wounded and 2 missing. A high percentage of the
wounded were not considered serious. One hundred of the
VC killed had definhlitely been conflrmed by body count.
Pifty VC were captured. (C) '

TOURCET  COMUSMACV 182200Z (C); COMUSMAC TELECON 190442%Z (C);
| COMUSMAGY TELECON 190730Z (C)
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US MARINE QPERATION (“STAR LITE")

In s highly successful action sgainst the large
Viet Cong concentration south of Chu Lai, units of the
TII MAF reached final objectives on the beach after a
day-long fight agalnst stubborn resistance. Units of
BLT 2/4 swept Phouc Thuan Peninsula before sll battalions
cet up night defensive positions (see mav). (S)

During the flerce engagement yesterday, timely and
accurate naval gunfire support was provided by the 7th
Fleet ships USS GALVESTON (CLG-3) and USS ORLECK (DD-886),
at times delivering fire within 100 yards of friendly .
units. (8)

At day break, all units resumed further search and
clear operations to eliminate remalning isolated VC
resistance. Caves, bunkers, trenches, and other VC

installations in the objective area are being destroyed. (S)’

Latest US casualty figures are 52 killed and 205
wounded. Incomplete VC casualty figures indicate that
over 564 VC were killed, several hundred wounded, and
82 captured. An sccurate body count has been impossible
because of the destruction of caves and bunkers. (S)

SOURCES: MACV TELECON és); MACV TELECON 1918457 (S);
IIT MAF 1918087 (8)
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OPERATION "STAR LITE"

In Operation STAR LITE, south of Chu Lai, two US Marine
battalions of the III MAF are continuing mop-up operations with
the mission of seeking out remaining VC forces and destroying
VC fortifications and facllities. The concrete bunkers and
fortified areas shown on the map were polnts of strong VC re-
sistence in the early stages of the operation. (8)

An sdditional unit, BLT 1/7, was moved into the objective
area from Chu Lal yesterday. The 2/4 and 3/3 have been relieved
and returned to Chu Lai, leaving the 1/7 and 3/7 to continue the
operation. Two ARVN units, the 3d VN Marine Battalion and the
3d Battalion, 51st ARVN Infantry Regiment, began closing the
objective area at 1800 EDT last night. These forces will re-
maln for a period of two days to assist in addlitional search
and destroy operations as required. (S) , ‘

Latest casuslty figures are:

KIA WIA MIA - CAPTURED

d
Us 45 209 1 _?
VC 564 - 108

VC casualty flgures are expected to increase as mop-up oper-
atlons discover additional bodies in collapsed caves and
bunkers. (3)

SOURCES:  MACV TELECON 202318% (S); MACV PHONECONS (s)
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OPERATION "STAR IL,ITE"

The 1lst and 3d US Marine battallons of the 7th US
Marines, assisted by two South Vietnamese battalions, con-
tinued mop-up cperations south of Chu Lal and began the
congsolidation phase of Operation STAR LITE. Only light
cnemy reglstance has been encountered, principally in
the form of gporadic small-arms fire, The two US Marine
hattalions continued search-and-clear operations, destroy—
ing caves, tunnels, and saniper positions, (8) :

The 3d South Vietnamese Marine Battalion and the
2d Battallon, 51lst ARVN Regiment, swept the area to the
west and south of the US Marines and encountered only
minor reslstance, Thcse forcea reported eight VC killed
and twelve captured,  (S) -

The 234 Battalion, Uth US Marines, and~3d Battalion,
3d US Marines, completed the move back to Chu Lal and
are presently occupying defensive positions in that area-,(S)

Based on more accurate tabulatlons from the fleld,
COMUSMACV has revised the casualty reports as follows:

KIA WIA | ‘_M& * CAPTURED
US 50 184
ARYN | 3 )
Ve 607 ’ o C o ho(38)

Ninety-four VC suspects previously bcing held have
.been cleared and released,. S§

The operation is expected to contlnue for one more - '

day. (8)
SOURCITT7STAR LITTH TRARFEC (S)
3 hue O NKCC OFERATIONAL SUMMARY Pape 2
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RVN STITUATION

At 231202 EDT, the Viet Cong expended approximately 21
rounds of harassing mortar fire agalnst Bien Hoa Alr Base in
a lb-minute attack. The rire is belleved to have come from
the west bank of the Salgon River and fell on the west end of
the Alr Base. Twenty-Tour USAF pergonnel were injured, three
seriously. In addltion, five ARVN/VNAF enlisted men were
injured. Thirty F-100 drop tanks were destroyed. Thirteen
A-1E aircraft, 4 O-1F alrcraft, 1 F-100 alrcraft, and 1 U-10
aircral’t received minor damage. One UH-1B helicopter, three
J=57 jet engines, a USAF occupled hangar, and two USAF quarters

were also damaged. All base flying facilitles are operational, (S fi

ARVMN ground operations of battalion-size or larger
again showcd a decrease with 13 operations continulng, No
slpnificant ground actions were reported for 209 Auvgust, (C)

Alr activity also showed a relative decrease, and pilot
reporte for 22 August indicated 165 structures ang 4 sampans
destroyed and 16 Viet Cong killed, (C) R

On 23 August, in Dinh Tuong Province, forty-six heli-
copters lifted three ARVN battalions into three landlng zoneg
about 40 miles southwest of Saigon. The alreraft returned
ground fire from the vicinity of the landing zone and air-
crews reported 38 Viet Cong killed, The ground operation was
a one-day search and destroy action which resulted in two Viet
Cong KIA, two captured, and seven suspects taken, There were
a0 friendly casualtles, USAF and VNAF pilots flew 66 strike
sorties in support of the operations. (U)

SOURCE: MACY TRAFFIC (3)

OFERATION "STAR LITE"

US Marines and RVN forces continued mopping-up operations.
south of Chu Lal with no contact reported. There is no change
in the casualty count reported in OPSUM 196-65. (u)

Aupg 65 Poage 1
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(Continued)

Back loading and reembarkation of the 3d Battalion, 7th
US Marines is scheduled to be completed not later than the
end of dayllight hours (Saigon time) on 24 August. The 1st
Pattalion of the 7th US Marines will complete a sweep of the
operational area while returning overland to Chu Lal and is
expected to close the Chu Lal tactical area of responsibility
ncar the end of daylight hours on 24 August., The VN oper-
ation associated with Operation STAR LITE has been terminated. (C)

SOURCE: STAR LITE TRAFFIC (C)

USMC ATRCRAFT CRASH IN HONG KONG

At spproximately 232200 EDT, a USMC KC-130 aircraflt

crashed into the water after takeoff from Kal Tac Alrport,

Hong Xong. The aircraft, with a crew of six and 65 passengers,
( was en route to Da Nang,. returhing USMC personnel who had been
‘ on lesve. Thirteen survivors have been recovered, including

the pilot. Eyewltnesses reported that shortly after becoming

airborne, the alrcraft banked left and impacted into the water.

Rescue operations are still in progress. (U)

SOURCE: FONECON CINCPAC DO (U)
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(Continued)

OPERATION "STAR LITE"

Operation STAR LITE has been completed. The lst
Battalion of the 7th US Marines closed the Chu Lal tactical
ares of respongibility after completling a final sweep of the
operational area without enemy contact. The 3d Battalion, .
7th US Marines reembarked aboard USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) without
incident. (8)

Preliminary results of thls operatlion are:

KI5 DOW  WIA  CAPTURED
Us 45 6 203
. Ve 614 51 ‘(includes 42 suspects)
(_ 109 assorted weapons

(s)

One hundred fifty-five VC suspects were cleared and
released. (8) 2

Results of RVN operations in STAR LITE.Wéfe:

KLA WIA CAPTURED
RVN 3
Ve 7 1 o
7 weapons - (8).

SOURCE: MACV TELECON 2502407 (S)

(5 g o
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GENERAL LEWIS M. WALT, CG |11 MAF, PROPOSED, ON 15AUGGS,
AN ATTACK ON THE 1ST MAIN FORCE VIET CONG REGIMENT (ESTIMATED
2000 STRENGTH) LOCATED IN VAN TUONG PENINSULA SIX MILES SOUTH
OF CHU LAl |
BASED ON ARVN INTELLIGENCE AND INFORMATION RECE IVED FROM
THE CIVILIAN POPULACE INDICATING THAT THE VC FORCE WAS PREPAR-
ING TO STRIKE CHU LAIL, CG 111 MAF INITIATED THE UNILATERAL PLAN.
IN ACCORD WITH MARINE CORPS DOCTRINE, A HELO-BORNE BLOCK-

" ING FORCE WAS TO BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH A SURFACE-BORNE,

AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT. -

RECEIVING APPROVAL FROM COMUSMACY, CG 111 MAF COORD:INATED
WITH CG, | ARVN CORPS, WHO CONCURRED WITH AND INSISTED THAT "
EXTREME SECURECY BE MAINTAINED. (IT IS APPARENT THAT COMPLETE
TACTICAL SURPRISE WAS ACHIEVED. ) |
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ua@R FORCES OPERATION STAR Lifffy | oo
U.S. MARINES R

.

7th Regimental Landing Team¥

3d Battalion, 3d Marines
2d Battalion, 4th Marines IR
3d Battalion, 7th Marines (Special Landin Force) i
24 Battalion, 12thiMarines (-) (Artillery) . o
1st Marine Alr Wing (-) | ,

U.S., NAVY
Amphibious Ships
U.S.S.BAYFIELD EAPAg

S.IWO JIMA (LPH
S.TALLADEGA (APA)
S
S

.CABILDO (LSD) i
"POINT DEFIANCE (LSD) S ST
S.VERNON CITY (LST) . ' Sl
nding Craft Utility C T

e

Naval Gunfire Support . u | o .

U.S.S.GALVESTON (Cruiser)
U.S.S.ORIECK (Destroyer)

(> U.S,ARMY
' Armed HU-1B helicopters |
Light observation planes for Forward Alr Controllers

U.S, AIR FORCE

C-123's (flareships for night illumination) N

¥ Approximately 3200 ground combat personnel.

Enclosure C
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£ ardiiery and Maring alc. At 180645H the 2d Bastedlon, 4th
iarines (2/3) wes landed sLoultaneously o L2ts RED, WEXLHy and
BLUE. At 1806008 3/8 landed over GREEN Heach 1o Bink ap with
2/%4. .

R
3

croall ecms fi0e WS pecaived upol arsival in the 12'e. b (R
wos very heavy 1o LZ WHITE 88 tue Mevines rapidly deployed W
elear thes ared. memmnmw to 18 nelicopters hit By srasll
a8 during the {iyst day's operations. Tanks, HGF, -artillery snd _
air strikes were used extensively to yeduce the Mtww:uw :
aypong polnts eacourteped. o e L

At 1466 two compaxies of Ll SLE ianded in L% YELLOW
1o f111 between 2/4 and;3/5 at ihe gouthern portion of the pakile tne.
By this tme, Janded uplts had maintained the sttack jo the tce o G

neavy registance. The VC wars employing lavgs Wﬁbﬁrm

and sutomatic weaponsias well 83 ammmrmn.f;_ uom whd 1060,
cecolliess rifles. f - AR )
The ommm' Werd described sa slmiias 16 hoose 1o hoose -
figating. The terrain yaiies ¢rom rice paddies Lo ngcye Sy
wooded areas B , This, combloed with the -

i & .

At 181930 the reaaining wo companies of the BLF janded
over GRELN Beach coramenced pecucing the ‘beach 8163 pehind
1/8, During the dsy B{VC unit of approximately 60 mon had been
coen Loyl j to escape {he BEd. 'Whoy were caught by NGF on the
nonch and aimost complotely waciated. |

By nightiall junits were attenpling 1o consolidate theis
Hositivns and completﬁ.y cloge tie ring grouid the v¢., The VC

now had the options o&intwmpung to breal out of the perimetss and
cucape lalana of gtandiand fgnt as they were nemened in ageinst

the seh. On o sepadale occhsions they attempted to proak througa
Lo 574 Mnes and oSCAPE westward, however boll these sitacks Were
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At 210600H the Third Bn RVN Marine Corps and the
od Bn 51st ARVN Regiment commenced operations in the TRUNG
PHAN Peninsula. Sweeping in a southern direction, they
searched the area, exploring caves, tu nnels and spider traps;
completed the body count; and collected weapons, documents,
and supplies.

BLT 2/4 and 3/3 returned to Chu Lai after being relieved
by 1/7.

Effective 211500H casually figures were:

USMC - 45KIA
290 WIA
1 MIA

ve  -564KIA (BC)

One half of the 20 sq mile area had been covered for
this body count. Villagers had been observed disposing of VC
bodies by placing them in tunnels, caves, spider traps and
covering them.

On 24 August, BLT 3/7 reembarked as the SLF and RLT
7 returned overland to the Chu Lai TAOR sweeping the TRUNG
PHAN Peninsula enroute.

Operation Starlite was terminated effective 241245Z, as

RLT - 7 closed Chu Lai, with little doubt that the 1st vC
Regiment had been destroyed.

DECLASSIFIED - T
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Final Casualties:
USMC  45KIA 203WIA  6DOW
VC 614 BC 9 VCC 2 VCS 155 cleared & released
ARVN 3 WIA
Ve 7KIA 10 VC WIA

127 U. S., French, Russian & ChiComm weapons were captured;
including a ChiCom Rocket Launcher (3.5 in.) & 60mm ChiComm
Mortar.

On 26 August, the province chief of MUANG NHAN
stated that it would take the VC in his province 6 months to
recover from the Chu Lai encounter. He further stated that
his people had found over 300 bodies still not buried.

On 28 August, ARVN units operating in Quang Ngai
Province reported the discovery of 50 VC bodies within 500
meter radius of BS698925 which were probably the results
of Operation Starlite.

These Latest figures from the Vietnamese, coupled

with the Marine Body count, brings the VC casualties to
964 KI1A.
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SECRET DEPARTMENT. (F DEFENSE

: ( MATIONAL MILITARY GUMMAND CENTER
1010092 SEP 65 MESSAGE GENTER

I, 888 .1 (0910017 TO 1010002) ‘
1, (S) INTELLIGENCE SUMMARYS Lo
. (A). OPERATION PIRANHA CONCLUDED AFTER FOUR DAYS OF SEARCH, B
CLEAR AND DESTRUCTION OF TUNNELS, TRENCHES AND TRAPSs VC CONTACT
WAS SPORADIC, RANGING FROM SMALL ARMS FIRE AND SMALL FIREFIGHS -
T0 HEAVY ENGAGEMENT OF THIRTY EIGHT VC BY B 1/7 MARINES O: 9 SEP
RESULTING IN SEVENTEEN KIA, TWENTY ONE VCC, AND NO FRIENDLY CA-
SUALTIESe. AREA OF OPERATION ON BATANGAN PENINSULA AND INLAND .
CONTAINED MANY TUNNELS, CAVES, TRENCHES, BUNERS, BOOBY TRAPS AND
PUNJI TRAPSs IT IS EVIDENT VC HAD SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME PRE- J
PARING AREA..FOR DEFENSIVECOMBAT. CONSIDERABLE QUANTITY OF DRUGS i
AND MEDICINES WERE CAPTURED AND -ARE BEING FORWARDED TO J=2 MACV.

A VC DOCTOR WOUNDED IN FIREFIGHT AT MOUTH OF TUNNEL DIED DURING -
INERROGATION WHILE AWAITING MEDICAL EVACUATION, BUT DIVULGED THE
FOLLOWING INFORMATIONS CAPTIVE WAS SENT TO NVN TO TRAINe HE WAS
INFILTRATED INTO SVN IN APRIL 1S¢4 WITH 3g@ NUN SOLDIERSs CAP= ‘
TIVE COULD ONLY STATE THAT HE CAME INTO SVN ACROSS SOME MOUNTAINS. .
STATED HE DID NOT KNOW FINAL DESTINATION OF328 NVN SOLDIERS ‘i
SINGE HE WAS SEPARATED FROM THEM AT AN UNKNOUN LOCATION AND LED
BY GUIDE TO NGHIA LAN VILLAGE (LOCATION UNKNOWN)M THERE HE
TREATED VC SICK AND WOUNDED AT-A LARGE HOSPITALe CAPTIVE HAD
BEEN IN BATANGAN AREA FOR ONLY FIVE DAYS TREATING VC SICK AND
ghUNDED~ STATED H HAD NOT TREATED ANY VC FROM OPERATION

'RLITEs INTERROGATIONS OF SELECTED INDIVIDUAL VCC/VCS HAVE NOT
REVEALFD--ANY SPECIFIC OB INFORMATION. -

(B) ON 5 SEP HOA VANG POLICE CHIEF FORVARDED INFORMATION

RECEIVED FROM AGENT (B=3) THATAN ALLEGED VC CADRE STA TED 1,430 ;
VG WERE KIA IN OPERATION STARLITE. IN ADDITION, CADRE STATED !
THAT AMONG KIA VAS MAJGEN IN NINE-JUWE DONG XOAI BATTLE. :
USARPAC NVN OB DATED FIFTEEN MAY 1965 LISTS A COL KICH AS COMMAND- !
INF OR HAVING COMMANDED THE 673D INFANTRY REGIMENT AND 335 INFANT- .
RY BRIGADE., , .
2¢e () OPERATIONS SUMMARY? ‘

.. (A) IN THE HUE PHU BAI TAOR, 3/4 MARINES CONTINUED TO DEFEND %
VITAL- AREA AT HUE PHU BAI. SFARCH AND DESTROY MISSION VAS CONDUCT= :

ED BY C13D RECON FROM YD 75511 ; -
G- I TO YD 796069 WITH WLEMINTS OF L_
317 MARINES IN A BLOCKING POSITION VIC Y¥S 796095+ THIS OPERATION

_PAGE 2 OF 6 PAGES ~  JCS LU316
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YIELDE THIRTY FIVE VCS APPREHENDED VIC YD 792110s ,
(B) IN THE DANANG TAOR, 1/1 MARINES CONTINUED TO DEFEND
- 1TS. SECTOR THROUWH EMPLOYMENT -OF PATROLS AND AMBUSHESs AT 052155H
A D 171 MARINES AMBUSH FIRED ON TWO VC WHO FLED. AT 292200H, A
1/1 MARINES RECEIVED SA FIRE FROM DIRECTION VIC AT 857144 AN
ARTILLERY MISSION WAS FIREDj SUBSEQUENT SEARCH REVEALED NO TRACE
OF VCs AT 109025H, D 1/1 MARINES RECEIVED SA FIRE FROM TWO VC VIC
AT 931717. FIRE WES RETURKED AND AREA ILLUMINATED AND SEARCHEDs
0 HMWE MARINE WAS WIA+ 1O VG CASUALTIESs C 1/1 MRINES COMMENCED
SFARCH AND DESTROY PATROL AT 100715H OF -LA CHAU (2) AREA AT
945676, BOOBY TRAPS AND Sp’ FIRE WERE ENCOUNTEREDs ONE MARINE
WAS WIA, ONE REGIONAL FORCE (ARVN) VAS KIA, AND THREE REGIONAL
FORCE (ARVN) WERE WIA BY BOOBY TRAPS. EXTENSIVE TUNNEL ING DISCOV~
- ERED ALONG WITH VC DOCUMENTSs TUNNELS WERE DESTROYED. 2/3 MA~
RINES CONTINUED ACTIVE DEFENSE OF ITS SECTOR BY AGGRESSIVE PATROL
AND AMBUSHES. AT 101100H, G 2/3 MARINES OBSERVED THREE ve WITH
WEAPONS VIC AT 884797« A SUBSEQUENT EARCH OF AREA YIELDED THREE
VCSe AT ©91185H, MSG -RECEIVED BY 1/9 MARINES QUOTING A LOCAL
AGENT TO EFFECT THAT A VC COMPANY VAS GOING TO GATHER RICE DURING
CURRENT HARVEST IN AREA VIC BT 28367¢ AND BT 084680, ARTEILLERY,
TR AND NAVAL GUNFIRE VERE AVAILABLE TO DISERSE ILLEGAL HARVE ST~
1\30 IDENTIFICATION OF VC AMONG LEC ITIMATE FARMERS WAS CONSIDERED
QUESTIONABLE. A 1/9 MARINES DIRECTED TO CONDUCT SEARCH AND DES- ;
TROY OPERATION FORWARD OF BN MLR IN AREA FROM BT 083670 TO BT - : -
#8566@ AND IN VILLAGE OF CAU HA (2) BT 986667, APPROX 291712H i
A 1/ MARINES RECEIVED HEAVY SA FIRE AND 6OMM AN %
FIRE} BY 991720H FIREFIGHT ENDED. THREE MARINES WERE KIA AND
EIGHT WIA. TWO VC KIA AND ESTIMIED TWENTY TWO VG WIAs SEVEN
VCCe ELEMENTS OF G 1/9 MARINES REINFORCED A 19 MARINES DURING
THIS SEARCH AND DESTRQY MISSLON AND SUSTAINED THO WIA'S. 2/9
MARINES CONTINUED TO OCCUPY POSITIONS SOUTH OF CAU DO -RIVER. AT
0939554, F 2/9 MARINES RECEIVED ONE ROUND OF SMALL ARMS FIRE FROM
YEN NE (4) AT 9776763 KO CASUALTIES. G 2/9 ONDUCTED SEARCH AND
DESTROY. OPERATION AT 100630H IN QUA -CIANG-(2) BT YOHWUEFOR ATKV
OQPQTQTH AND ESTABLISHED COMBAT BASE AT 965615 IN SUPPORT OF ARVN
OPERATION TO SOUTHe 12 ARTY (-) IRED MISSIONS IN SUPPORT OF COMPANY
SFARCH AND DESTROY--OPERATION €ONDUCTED BY A 1/9 MARINES AT 291615H,
RTILLERY FO TEAM WITH COMPANY HAD ONE KIA AND-TWO WIAe AT 101440H -
A TOTAL OF 328 RDS WERE FIRED AS LANDING ZONE PREPARAT ION FIRE .
FOR HELICOPTER LANDING OF- 3/5 MARINES. A TOTAL OF 123 MISSIONS WERE '
g%RED DURING.'S THIS PYM“,AMMO EXPENDED? 1;026 RDSe - A/BQ RECON CONDUCTD
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qS CRE o DEPARTMEN“ OF DEFENSE g :
" NATIONAL MILITARY GulAND C2ER
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JCS655/11 | 4
R ke B
HP 448  MAH539 I VAR T : i
PP Rgﬁgm s515 25412 A IR TER T T (SERVICE
DE R 13544J 1206 . . N o P : N
ZNY SSSSS e T e 9|1 23 041 §
P R 1112032 : e e e T e o i A
FM GOMUSMACV ol . e P %
TO RUEKDA /JCS Lo , TR b
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC FRO : | L PR o
RUMFUL /COMSEVENTHFLT - | 3 R S s
INFO RUKLHS/CINCUSARPAC | i AT
RUMFUAQ/CG III MAF B -
- RUMFUU/GTF 76 ]
~ RUMFUUACTF 78 i
ZEN/CG+-USARV L

" ZEN/CG 2D AIR DIV ‘ o
“ZEN/SA 1 CORPS : o Lo , , }
 ZEN/SA 11 CORPS ‘ .
. ZEN4SA 111 CORPS

ZEN/SA IV CORPS
ZK 'SA CMR
' ZENASA RF PF

ZENACTE 0020101

ZENJUSATFA

B

"SECRET 398 SECTION TWO OF FIVE
A RECON OPERATION VIC BS 5393 WHICH KILLED ONE VC AND CAPTURED ONE
RIFLE AND CARTRIDGE BELT. D/3D RECON CONTINUED COMPANY RE-
- GON OPERATION IN HUE PHU .BAL TAOR VIC YD 8710 WHICH TERMINATES
,ELEVEN SEP+ NO VC conmc'r REPORTED . 3D TK CONTINUED IN DIRECT

. | . e k:
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SUPPORT OF 3D AND 9TH MARINES.-8/3D:TK IN SUPPORT OF A 1/9 MA~
RINES SOUTHEAST OF MARBLE MOUNTAIN VIC BT ©72786, RECEIVED HEAVY
SA FIRE. TWO MARINES WIA. 3/9 MARINES CONTINUED DEFEMNSE ;
OF DANANG AIRFIELD PERIMETER AND CONDUCTED FIFTEEN PATROLS UITH NO
ENEMY COXRTACTS. :

(C) IN THE CHU LAI TAOR, PLAT FROM C 1/4 MARINES CONDUCTED
PATROLS IN RESPONSE TO IKTELLIGENCE GAINED THROUGH A LOCAL IMFOR-
MANT THAT APPROX THIRTY VC WERE MOVING INTO SMALL ISLAND VIC BT .

4712, AT 100500H, 1 C 1/4 MARINES EMBARKED In LVT'S VIG BT 5191173
LANDED VIC BT 48125, AND SEARCHED 'ISLAND. MO VG WERE FOWDs ALL
LOCAL NATIONALS HAD PROPER IDENTIFICATION. PATROL DEPARTED ISLAND
AT 106755Hs 274 MARINES COMDUCTED PATROLS AND ESTABLISHED AMBUSHES
THROUGHOUT .THEIR DEFENSIVE POSITIONSs NO VG CONTACTs K & M 33
MARINES CONDUCTED A° SEARGH AND DESTROY OPERATION VIC BT 4700 -AND
SONG TRA BONG RIVERe AT 10@07i¢H TWO CHICOM HAND GREMADES WERE
FOUNF VIC BT 615815. AT 101130H, OPERATION VWAS CONCLUDED AND BOTH
COMPANIES RETURNED TO BN AREA TO PREPARE FOR IMMEDIATE AIRLIFT TO
DANANG TAORe ALL ELEMENTS OF BN CLOSED OBJECTIVE IN DANANG TAOR
BY 121842H. -CONDUCTED EXTENSIVE PATROL ACTIORS IN OBJECTIVE AREA.

(D) OPERATION PIRANHA TERMINATED AT 10178¢H WITH RETRACTION .
OF RLT 7 (~) FROM BATANGAM PENINSULA+ 1/7 MARIMES AND 3/7 MARINES

Q‘ONCLUDED-SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATIONS-IN THEILR ZONES OF ACTION
«ITH 1/7 MARINES SECURING IN TIME TO BE IN BEACH SUPPORT AREA BY
101000H FOR BACKLOADINGs 3/7 MARINES SECURED OPERATIONS AND IN
POSITIONS BY 181230H TO -COMMENCE HELILIFT TO CHU LAAI. TANKS,

ONTOS AND LVT'S WERE DETACHED
BEACH SUPPORT -AREA BY 1006 30H

WAS RETRACTED AT 101630/, RESULTS OF OPN$ SEE MAJOR UNIT ACTI¢NS,

PARA 2(EBLM -
(E5..NAJOR UNIT ACTIONSS

% (1) TYPE OF OPERATION!

SEARCH AND DESTROY (INITIATED
BY AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT)

g gy
SERTLASRL e e L

BY 1086315H IN ORDER TO ARRIVE IN
AND COMMENCE BACKLOADING+ LAST UNIT T

K

o s
il Rt

() AREA OF OPERATIONS QUANG NCAL PROVINGE

£3) UNITS PARTICIPATING? E/7,

(4 CONTROL HQ: HG,
{5) DT¢ INITIATED?

(6) DTG TERMINATEDS 1017001

(7) RESULTS? FRD LOSSES
cL T UKIAR L

i

‘q. n¢ ~PAGE\5 05!6 PAGES

3/7 MARINES) 3D MARINE
N (RVN); 2/4 INF (ARVH)

7TH MARINES - A
@706 30H ;

'ENEMY LOSSES (CUM) B
KIAS: 1233 VGG 46 /:
(4 WIA)$ VCS$ 2483
WEAPONS: 1 MAT 49, 1

. FRENCH RIFLE, 3 CAR-

- " "BINES, 2 +45 CAL PIS<

- . -TOLS, 2 Mi RIFLESG

Jcs bh316

(ccun

|
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DECLASSIFIED
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. T SECRET DEPARTMENT. OF DEFENSE
: i q NATIONAL MILITARY vUMMAND CENTER -

(F) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS?
(1) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS: TWOQ
(2) TOTAL DAY CONTACTS$ SIX
{4) TOTAL CONTACTSt EIGHT
(4) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS W/0 CONTACTS NINETY NINE
{5) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS WITH CONTACT?

PROVINGE/ DATE FRD UNIT/  ENEMY UNIT/
COORDINATE TIME,  ACTION = LOSSES -  LOSSES -
QUANG NGAI .101@050H PATROL A/1ST RECON UMK
BS 535940 : NONE KIAt 1; SAS |}
QUANG NAM  18@@825H DEF N D 1/t UNK o
AT S45676 ~ PSN . WIA$ 1 NONE
QUANG NAM  1@0Ti5H PATROL C 1/1  ~ UNK
AT 945676 e WIAS 1 NOME
THUA THIEN NOT RPTD PATROL C & L 3/4  WNK
YD 799110 NONE ..  VCS$ 35
'QUANG NAM  1011@0H PATROL ¢ 2/3 WK
AT 884797 ﬂ "~ NONE vest 3
 QUANG NAM ©91520H PATROL A & C 1/9 WK
" BT 086667 , KIAS 3 . KIAS 2
= ~ . WIAS 11 KIAt 22 (EST)
: | vees 7 -
QUAnVNAM 1@20H PATROL V/9 UNK
AT 98688 QA S TKIAS
_ GANVNAM PPYEH QGOL V/9 ~ UNK
B PEYI . NME ve

3¢ ( PANS SUMASR KSBNHHE HUEPHU 85-G ME RIFVCO FROM NARINS

ILL CONDUCT PATROL AND ESTABLISH A.BLOCKIV POSITIMUT YD

930140 C SUPPORT OF ARVN OPERATION. ONEPLAT OF L 3/4 RINES

WILL ESTABLISH NIGHT AMBUSH POSITIONS YD 832120s - -

TZGYYQCMT IN THE DANANG TAOR, 1/1 MARINES WILL CONTINUE TO CON-

 DUCT PATROL AND ESTABLISH AMBUSHES FORWARD OF ITS MLR POSITIONSs.

 2/3 MARINES WILL CONCENTRATE ON PATROLLING WESTERN SECTOR OF TARO

~WLTH ONE PLAT OF E 2/3 MARINES AND ONE PLAT OF G 2/3 MARINESs ONE

"PLAT OF E 2/3 MARINES WILL CONTINUE TO PATROL FAST OF MSRe H.2/3 °

" MARINES WILL REMAIN IN BN RESERVE AND PATROL RED BEACH TWQOs. A& D
1/9 MARINES (~) REINFORCED WITH TANKS AND ONTOS WILL OCCUPY POSI~

. TIONS VIC LXA.HE HAMLET BT 0906703 MISSION OF THIS FORCE WILL BE:

j-gg DSY VG ACCESS TO RICE FIELDS TO NORTH AND EAST OF CAN BIEN

{f’,PAéEj 6 OF 6 PAGES ijj'i By i .Q‘ICS, 44316
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. CECRET @ EPARTMENT OF DLFENSE’.

NATIONAL MILITARY GuMMAND '2ENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

JCSTus/11 SEC 3 0F 4 4 316
PHP 47TUMAHS553 ‘ )3397

PP RUEKDA : _ ’%t?hdﬁé

DE RUMSMA 1352J 2541206 shivite

ZNY SSSSS - :

PR 1112032 giz 055612

M COMUSMACV

TO RUEKDA /JCS

RUHLHQ/CIKCPAC

K UMFUL £COMSEVE} THFLT

I%FO RU?LHSéf%NCUSARPAC 4
RUMFUAQ/CG ¥ MAF o A
RUMFUU/CTF 776 ,/1£;;C/___» . :ig?_._- ——
RUMFUUZCTF 78 : - e
ZEN/CG--USARV Sy

ZEN/ACG 2D AIR DIV - =
ZEN/SA I CORPS R
JEN/SA 11 CORPS Cn
ZEN#SA 111 CORPS IR
ZENZSA IV CORPS [

ZEN/ASA CMR

ZEN/ASA RF PF

ENAGTE 70 w2411

ZEN AUSATFA ..

BT - ’

S ECRET 3198 SECTION THREE OF FIVE

RIVERs SEVEN SQUAD SIZE PATROLS AMD OME LVTP-FIVE PATROL WILL BE
CONDUCTFD« THREE AMBUSHES, FOUR LISTENING POSTS AND THREE SCOUT
SHIPER TEAMS WILL BE ESTABLISHED. 2/9 MARIWES WILL CONTINUE TO
OGCUPY POSITIONS SOUTH OF CU DO RIVERs SIX PATROLS, THREE AM-
BUSHES, FIVE LISTEMING POSTS AMD THREE SCOUT SUIPER TEAMS WILL BE

ACT... .J3-8

INFO . CJCS-1 SJCS-1 J4-3 J5-2 SACSA-5 NMCC-1 SAMAA-1 SECDEF~7
ASD/I1SA-9 ASD/IL-3 ASD/PA-9 ASD/COMP-1 DIA-30 W HOUSE-3
STATE-1 CSA-2 CNO-2 CSAF-2 CMC-7 NIC-1 CIA-4 NSA-L FILE-1
(108)B/L PAGE 1 OF 3
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HATIONAL MILITARY GYMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE OENTER

CRET @ EPARTMENY OF DEFENSE (@)

|

CONDUCTED DURING NIGHT OF TEN SEP. A/3D RECOM IS MM TN O ON -
KAISSANCE OPERATIONS VIC AT 8467 COMMENCINGOa®%8sghAX§%L%Eg§g8A-
TING 12170¢Hs D/3D RECON IS PLANNING OPERATIONS VIC BT 1262 COM-
MENCING TWELVE SEP.

(C) IN THE CHU LAT TAOR. B 1/4 MARINES (-) WILL EXECUTE
OPERATION VICEROY, LANDING -BY HELICOPTERS IN LZ BT 445258 AT
1100150 AND CONDUCT COMBAT PATROL TO HAMLET OF KY SANH BT 445855
TO DESTROY €

VES. ONE PLAT WILL RETURY TO MLR AT 11170@H. RE-
MATNING PLAT WILL RETURM TO MLR ON 12 SEPs» ONE RIFLE GO .OF 2/4
UARINES WILL CONDUCT OPERATION GOOSE, A GCOMBAT PATROL, FROM 11070¢H
TO 111608H VIC BT 4502+

(D> DURLNG NEST TWEWTY FOUR HOURS THIRD MARINE DIVISION
VILL CONDUCT SEVENTH EICHT PATROLS AND ESTABLISH TUENTY FIVE
AMBUSHES . | |
11. HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY TASK FORCE ALPHA (8910012 T0 1018207)
1.5y INTFLLIGENCE SUMMARY: NO SIGNIFICANT BN ACTIVITY REPOKRT-
D DURING PERIODs 1ST AIR CAV DIV (=) & 2/7 MARINES REPORTED 10
N CONTAGTs 1ST BDE, 181ST ABN DIV RECEIVED SA FIRE VIC BR
AE5 455 A 326 ENGR RECLEVED SA FLRE FROM UNK LOCATION. 2/502
INF CAPTURED 12 VC INCLUDING OWE HAMLET CHIEF AuD 6 GRENADES. 1/321
INF, CONDUGTING OPN COLDSTEEL, FOUND MANY C VES AND CAHOUFLAGED

( TROGTURES VIC BR 398512, CAVES AND STRUCTURES WERE DESTROYEDs TF
ANSh! RECEIVED SA FIRF FROM 12 PERSONS MOVING WEST TO EAST VIC BR
W AB4Z . NO KONV CHANGES TO EN ORDER OF BATTLE. I CAPABILITIES
ArD PROBABLF COURSES OF ACTION REMAIN UNCHANGED.

2. (S) OPERATIONS SUMMARY® |

' (A) 1ST BDE, 101ST ABN. BDE CONTINUED OPN HIGHLAND. OP
COLDSTEFL (USHAGY SITREP 45) UAS INITIATED BY 1/327 INF AT 100200H.
{7357 TLF (=) COMDUCTED SKARCH AlD DESTROY OPN WITH THO COS WHICH
INFILTRATED. T0 ASSEMBLY AREAS WITHIN AREA OF OPSs AT FIRST LIGHT
1% SEP, Bil(-) STARTED SWEEP WITH THO CO'S ABREAST. ANOTHER RIKLE
O WS ATRLANDED ON A BLOCKING POSITION-VIC BR 387533, ASTRIDE
THE RXLS OF ADVANCEs SWEEPTNG FORCE MOVED TOWARD LINK-UP, DES-
TROYED BUNKERS, CONCEALED HUTS, AND PUiJ]l STAKES ELROUTE. THE
BLOCKINC FORCE AMBUSHED VG PATROL INFLICTING 9 KIA (BC), -4 VC WIA
AND 4 VCC3 FRIENDLY LOSSES TOTAL 5 WIA, INCLUDING 3-

AS A RFSULT OF STFPPING On PUNJI STAKES ELEMENTS WILL GOMPLETE
LT} K- UP, ASSUME DEFENSIVE POSTURE AND SEND OUT AMBUSH PATROLS
DURIEG THE NIGHT. SFARCH AMD DESTROY MISSION Will BE RESUMED AT
FLRST LIGHT 11 SEPs ELEMENT OF 2/562 INF, ACTING Ol INFO RECEIVED
*ROM 2 VG PRISOLERS CAPTURED THE-PREVIOUS DAY, COMDUCTED SEARCH
OF VILLAGE (THUONG SON (4) BR 637477 BY ONE RIFLE CO« AT FIRST
LIGHT, €O (=) SWEPT THROUGH VILLAGE CAPTURING VC HAMLET CHIEF AND

PAGE 2 OF 3 44316
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.)EPARIMEN Y OF DEFENSE/
W' NATIONAL MILITARY GyMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER
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k!

Iz COMFESSID COMBAT GUERRILLAS. ONE PRISONG LR LED SEARCHTKG
ELEMENIT T0 A CACHE OF 5 HALD (hh Ahlq, NGO OUPLPONS FOUND.

(1) TR HAMSEN ASSTSTED OPERATION SIIULR }ifSn (A ROUTE
SFCURITY OPN) 1 COQRD TN NATION WITH 1i conuu (AERVY )« AT ©99810H
FEHANSZ  OPERED AND SECURED BUY 19 FROM BR 4251 TO BR %19461

u
ULTIL 101915, ASSISTING 158 ARVN VEBIAL IS 70 MeKE ROUL L TRIPS
BETWERT. QU HRON AND PLEI®U. TV 1/18 INF © L UFES BEFEMSE oF
BRDE TACR (REARY o TWO (2) SORTIES WERK FLUWY 13 SUPPORT OF OP!
COLDSTEE] » SORTIES PREPARED L 7S PRIGR TO TROGPEES LA'u Go SIX
FIRK MISSLONS WERF FIRED Fi SUPPORT OF Bbhi 0P, PXP% e 524
Rns, BDE CONDUCTID 18 SMALL U.1T ACTTONS DURLIG TREE PERIOD.

FIRE SMALL UNLT ACTIONS MADE COMTACT WITH VC FEL FHEY fL RV /7
PSY OPi TRAM CONDUCTED PAGTFIGATIOGN BRIEF( G T 4N TAM (515 Br
4884515 APPROK 300 ATTFNDED. STCK CALL VAaS$ COnpUCTED Av-LUY (D
BR 485432, 75 PERSONS WERE TREATED. MED SUPPLIES WERE RECEIVED
FROM USOM FOR S1CK CALL PROCFRAMs PSY WARFARF LFA&FLETS VERE Ri-
CEIVED FOR USE JM BDE ARFA. ,

() ADVANCE PARTY, 1ST ATR CAV. SUBOKDDLMATE FLEMENTS OF
DIV..(~> PARTICIPATED Iii A PRACTICE ALERT FROM 1638 - 1745, W 1TS
MANHED DEFERSIVE POSITIONS WITH N0 MAJOR ProB) il ARIAS DF-
TECTED » WORK DETATLS PREPARIFG UiT LOCATIONS HAVE
Q“WPIIr}n APPROY 35 Pi [ROEKT OF OVERALL TASK OF CLFRRING BRUSE

D SURVEY MARKIHG DIV BAST AREA. A TOTAL OF 27373 INDICIYOUS
PERSONKEL WERE EMPLOYEDL J0 CLFARLNG BRUSE FROMH PROPOSIT RE} JPAD
AREASe PLAGUE T OCULATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY 25 CIVILIANS FROM
THE VILLAGE OF A TAM (3) Ix & JOINT FFFORT BETWEFL US ApD ViRT-
LAUESE MEDTCAL PERSONKEL« PHYSICAL EXAMS PERFORMED EY US DOCTORS
REVEALED #0 NEW C SES OF -PLAC UE.

(C) 2/7 MARINES. E & F 2/7 MARIBES CONDURTID SEARCH AND
UESTROY PATROLS 11 -SEGTOR WITHOUT CONTACT. A E £/7 MERINES OP
it CA MOUG, CR 943138, RECEIVED A ONE MAM PROBE, WHO FIRED OVE RD
OF Sh FIRE, FIRF WAS RETURIED AMD ONE GREVADE TEROUN BY US PER-
SORPEL S THDIVIDUAL FIED. ONE MARINME VAS UIA SITH MINOR WOUND
GOT PEQUIRTHG FVAG UZ MARTIES CONTINUED ROAD SECURLY ALMG
ROUTE OXE NGTH X X VOR MMCETAGT REVRTED E/7 VARINES
CHDUCTED SEARCHAND DESTRYX GRCS FRM QGG ST Hfh
PSQ FHMCMUCHREVRZD ADVIISZRID 1IVZD XﬁT(AFr
O BY [1QWEY X PU WT GL CR QPUWWPIY ¥ED RIGF S %

\
]
5

FUE KUY LWPHU 1 RL GRPRLQYP 10 261 GVILIANS ADNIN-BUZRED | 1VTE]
LUTKL AID G T CVILIARS i PHU TAT (&),

§D MAJG UiTT AGTTONS: (iF

BT
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 RUMFUL/COMSEVENTHFLT -~ oo . e

* RUMFUU/GTF: 16 “'r,..q:-‘.‘ ol ! AP PR -lu.'I'

if'(

ACT; U3-8 {
:JNFO,: cJCs-1 J-1d Ju 3 J5-2 SACSA 5 NMCC 1 SAMAA-I SECDEF- 7 el

~ZENAUSATFA o° o |
' SECRE T oxssz SECTION FOUR OF FIVE "

DECLASSIFIED

oy SRAAT 3 AT B R e R AU

R SECTIONM&SOF 44316
Mﬁ :1;-"‘» ,‘, R L

JGST95/11 ) o
 VUPHBOTSV - MAHBSG :%&wwﬂw;rya~jﬁ;%wagwﬁ

ey SERVICE
o R3H<m2 1353J 2541206 o oot - .
DE RUMS 4129 T Y . -
INY SSSSS . . ? S S SRREE 1 | 19 531
PR 1312032 v oo R e
FM COMUSMACY =%~ .} Eh RN
TO RUEKDA/JCS : | o
RUHLHQ/ CINCPAC

INFO RUHLHS/CINCUSARPAC A TR :
RUNFUAQ/CG- 11 MAF. ,,x;~-v;.r’.ﬁg‘, ﬂ;;;n- AR

RUMFUUACTF 78 ¥ :1‘;‘-". : , e A \
CZEN/CG-USARVE: S i R T S ‘
L LEN#CG 2D AlR.. D\lv '%‘ I.a";y"{"-*.-:.f..{‘,"\ i B PEPT R AT I
“7ENESA 1 CORPS 7 4 R
ZEN/ASA. 11 CORPS R AT I BN P
ZENéSA 111 CORPS el TR
TENASA IV CORRS =~ i -wan bbb

ZENASA CMR :  ©° RS S o
.. ZEN#SA RF PF._ -.' . P AT SR A
- ZENACTE 7@.2 el L RN

BT -

(1) TYPE OF OPERATION$ ROUTE AND AREA' SECURITY I f' TR

(2) AREA OF OPERATION: BINH DINH PROVINCE ‘ L -

- (3) UNITS PARTJcIPATINGs 1ST BDE, 1@1ST ABN DIV (~> o ‘
(REINF)

- C4) CGNTROL HQ: HQ, 151 BDE IQIST ABN '

“

Asnllsnog A§D/IL 3 ASD/PA-9 ASD/COMP i o1 30 WIHOUSE 3
STATE ! -GS 2 CNO-2 CSAF-2 cmc-7 NIC-1 CIA-b NSA-h FILE<1 (ro6yvas
: : . PAGE | OF 5 PAGES -
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KYL DTG TERMINATED: CONTINUING
(7) RESULTS$ FRD LOSSES (CUM) ENEMY LOSSES (CUM)
: KIAS 3 KIAt 38 (BC);
WIAS 16 KIAs 36 (EST);
| WIA: 22; WIAS 12 (EST)
VCC: 46; VCS$ 278
4 PACK HORSES KILLED
| 5 GRENADES
(E) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS?
(1) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS: NONE
(2) TOTAL DAY CONTACTS3$ ONE
(3) TOTAL CONTACTS: ONE
(4) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS W/0 CONTACT: TWENTY THREE
(5) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS WITH CONTACT:

PROVINCE/  DATE FRD UNIT/ ENEMY UNIT/
COGRDINATE TIME =~ ACTION  LOSSES - LOSSES

BINH DINH  NOT RPTD PROBE - E 2/7 MARINES UNK

CR 94313¢ WIAS | ' UNK

¢ (S) PLANS SUMMARY3

(A) 1ST BDE, 181ST ABN DIV« BDE PLANS CONTINUATION OF OPN
HIGHLAND AND 1/327 INF WILL CONTINUE OPN COLDSTEEL.
PATROLLING AND AMBUSHES WILL BE CONDUCTED WITHIN THE TAOR

"DURING NEXT 24 HOURS.

(B) ADVANCE PARTY, 1ST. AIR CAV. DIV (-) TO CONCENTRATE
MAXIMUM EFFORT ON CLEARING BRUSH FROMNM HELIPAD AREA WHICH IS 69
PERCENT COMP.LETED. "SURVEY. WORK CREWS WILL CONTINUE TO LAYOUT
SUBORDINATE UNIT AREA.

- (C) 2/7 MARINES. H 2/7 MARINES TO CONTINUE SEARCH AND
DESTROY PATROLS AND AMBUSHES THROUGHOUT NIGHT OF 19 SEP. AT
11083@H 2/7 MARINES WILL COMMENCE HELILIFT FROM PATROL BASE TO
BN CP FOR.-DEPLOYMENT IN EASTERN SECTOR OF TAORe E & F 2/7 MARINES
TO CONDUCT PATROL AND AMBUSH ACTIVITY WITHIN SECTOR AT 11080@R, 2/7
MARINES RECON PLAT TO BE HELILIFTED T0 US SPECIAL FORCES CAMP CR
943334, PLAT T0 SET UP PATROL BASE AT CAMP AND CONDUCT RECON
SOUTH OF GRID LINE 35 AND NORTH OF GRID LINE 29 EAST OF SPECIAL

FORCES CAMPe
111. 173D ABN BDE (DELAYED REPORI FOR PD 9810212 TQ @910042)

1. (S) INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY?: 1/RAR AND E/17 CAV REPORTED HEAR-

ING.SA'FIRE VIG’VILLAGE’ YT 9219 AT 2921-AND 2110 HRS. NO. CON-

PAGE 2 OF 5 PAGES - JCS L4316
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. ACT WAS MADE

+ FROM 1018 ~ 1245 HRS,

_WAR ZONE "D".. THE OBSERVER REPORTED
ROAD BETWEEN YT ©w70348 AND YT 1063544 GROUND FIRE WAS RECEIVED
FROM VIC YT ©80348. FIRE WAS RETURNLD, RESULTS UNKNOWN. GROUND
FIRE WAS RECEIVED AND SEVERAL HUTS WERE SEEN IN THE AREA VIC YT
1437 AND YT 1538, TRAIL RUNNING N < ’

OF HILL 58, YT @525, ONE INDIVIDUAL

UNDERGROWTH

BY ELEMENTS OF THE 2/16 INF IREINF)
DESTROY OPERATION IN TAOR 7~65. THEY ARE PRESENTLY UNDERGOING
INTERROGATIONe NIGHT AERIAL RECON F
SEP, REVEALED -NO ENEMY ACTIVITY .

2. (S) OPERATIONS SUMMARY3? BDE CONT
AREA WITH SQUAD AND PLAT PATROLS, AND CO OPERATIONS, AND

L PIRUPREE. . 2 &

m~W» e, o
o TIONAL MILITARY vy

MESSAGE CENTER .

2 O ey el g
ND CENTER : .

\
il

AERIAL RECON WAS FLOWN OVER
CART AND FOOT TRACKS ON THE

S FROM YT 934222 TO YT

LOWN OVER THE BDE AREA ON 9
INUED TO DEFEND BIEN HOA

THROUGHOUT THE SECTOR. DURING NICGHT OF 5~10

SEP, FOUR PLAT AND ELEVEN SQUAD PATROLS WERE CONDUCTED. A TOTAL
OF FOURTEEN AMBUSH SITES WERE ESTAB

q ENEMY CONTACTs 2/16 INF CONTINUED SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION.
1B2/5@3 OCCUP1ED AREA G2, AT 990835

- Bli, AT U91420H AND WILL REMAIN TVE

~ . 2/16 INF CP

¥ 34319 ARTY,
"“ED FIRE MISS
(A) MAJOR

ESTABLISHED AT YS 16699
161 ARTY (RNZA), 1/7 AR
JONS (NUMBER UNKNOWN),
UNIT ACTIONS3

LISHED BY THESE PATROLS; NEG

H AND B 1/503 OCCUPIED AREA
RNIGHT. NO ENEMY CONTACT.

83 ALL OTHERS REMAIN UNCHANGED »
TY (=), AND C 8/6 ARTY CONDUCT~
EXPENDING 445 RDS.

(1) TYPE OF OPERATJONS SEARCH AND DESTROY
(2) AREA OF OPERATIONS BIEN HOA PROVINCE

(3) UN
:LY REPORTED
(4) CO
(5) DT
(6) DT
(7) RE

(B) SMALL
(1) TO

ITS PARTICIPATINGS 2/16

INF (REING) (ERRONEQUS-

PREVIQUSLY AS 2/18 INF) |

NTROL HG3: HQ3 2/16 INF
G INITIATED: 281700H

i

¢ TERMINATED: CONTINUING.
SULTS: FRD LOSSES (CUM) ENEMY LOSSES (CUM)

NONE

UNIT ACTIONSS
TAL N

(2) TOTAL DAY CONTACTS3: NONE

(3) TO

, (4) SMA
IVe 173D ABN
"RECEIVEDSA F

( BT. ;

TAL CONTACTS3 NONE

~VCS3 93
'VC DEFECTORS? 3

I1GHT CONTACTS? NONE

LL UNIT ACTIONS W/0 CONTACTS SEVENTEEN"

XFE (8910017 TO 3010002)
i, (S) INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 3 2/16 INF REPORTED ARMED HELICOPTER
IRE VIC YS 234944, YS 263943, YS 252942 AND YS
247946 RETWEEN @750 = 1334 HRS. THE HELICOPTER RETURNED THE FIRE
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JCST798/11

PP RUEKDA

DE RUMSMA 1354J 2541206

_ZNY SSS8SS

PR 1112932

FM GOMUSMAGV

TO RUEKDA/JCS
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC
RUMFUL £NOMSEVEN THFLT

INFO RUHLHS/CINCUSARPAC

RUMFUAQ/CG I1I MAF
RUMFUU/GTF T6
RUMFUULCTF 78
ZEN/CG--USARV
ZEN/CG 2D AIR DIV
ZEN#SA 1 CORPS
ZEN/LSA 11 CORPS
EN#SA I11I CORPS
~EN/SA IV CORPS
ZEN£SA CMR
ZEN#SA RF PF

ZEN/CTE 7020101

ZENAUSATFA.. .. ..

BT '
SECRET 31968 FINA :
IN TWO INSTANCES, RESULTS UNKNOWNe FIVE VC SUSPECTS WERE APPRE-

HENDED DURING CONDUCT OF 2/16 INF -SFARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION}

; INTERROGATION OF SUSPEGTS CONTINUESe AT 1450 HRS, AN AGENT REPORT

~ SPEICIFIED A VC BATTALION VIC YT ©22226 WITH 16 AA WEAPONSe BAT»
" TALION WAS REPORTED MOVING SOUTH TOWARDS XT996157 WITH MISSION .

TO ATTACK BIEN HOA AIR BASE ON NIGHT OF 12 OR 11 SEP WITH MORTARSe

ARTILLERY FIRED ON SUSPECTED VC BN POSITION; RESULTS UNKNOWNe

" PAGE b OF 5 PAGES

S i

L SECTION OF FIVE

ARTUENS OF D
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- MESSAGE CENTER

i
{
! .
!
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o @ PARTMENT ( SE
SECRET m NATIONAL r;l;?:l;: :E’:E:NPEETENSE O
@ ) ;

AERIAL RECON OF SAME AREA REVEALED NO UNUSUAL ACITIVY. AERIAL
RECON NORTH OF BDE AREA REVEALED RQAD BLOCK BY VEHICLES AT XT
184495, XT 788461, XT 787466 AND XT 786475, AND ROAD BLOCKED BY
TREES AT XT 78539G, XT 786404, XT 790417 AND XT 793433, FOXHOLES
WERE SIGHTED-AT XT 658443 AND XT 745395 .
e (S) OPERATIONS SUMMARY: BDE CONTINUED TO DEFEND BIEN HOA
ARFA WITH SQUAD AND PLAT PATROLS, CO OPERATIONS, AND OME BN OPERA-
TI0W THROUGHOUT THE SECTORs DURING NIGHT OF &~12 SEP, 14 AMBUSHES
LERE ESTABLISHED, 2 CO SIZE AND ONE PLAT SIZE POSITIONS WERE OCCU-
PIED ANS SLX OP'S WERE MANNEDe B 1/5@3 ICCUPLED AREA Bll OVER- :
WIGHT AND CLOSED BN POSITION AT 101@1@He B 2/503 OCCUPIED AREA
C2 OVERNIGHT AND CLOSED BN POSITION AT 1@@93@Hj; NEG ENEMY GOMTACT.
2/16 INF COMPLETED SFARCH AND DESTROY OPERATIOCN, RETURNING TO .
BASE CAMP AT 1¢17Q2H; 3/319 ARTY, 161
ARTY (RMNZA), 1/7 ARTY (=), AND C8/6 ARTY CONDUCTED FIRE MISSIONS
(WUMBER UNKNOWND), EXPEWDING 515 RDS.
(A) MAJOR UNIT ACTIONS: .
.. (1) TYPE OF OPERATION: SFARCH AND DESTROY

{2) ARFA OF OPERATION¢ BIEN HOA PROVINCE

£3) UNITS PARTICIPATING?® 2/1¢ INF (REINF)

{4) CONTROL HQ@: HQ, £/16¢ INF .
( £5) DTG INITIATED: ©81708H

(

.y DT¢ TERMINATEDS 101740¢H

(7) RESULTS: FRD LOSSLES (CUMY EWEMY LOSSES (CuMd

. NONE VCcsS: 98 .

VC DEFECTORSS 3

ZELQYQCHT SHALL UNIT ACTIONS:

(1) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS: NOME

£2) TOTAL DAY CONTACTS?: NONE

£3) TOTAL CONTACTS: NONE

£4) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS WITHOUT CONTACTS TWENTY THREE
GP=4
BT.
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20 RUECER /CMC .

aT . P - —

e e RET  SECEION LOFE -

REFT Ro C6 FNFPAC 1305307, Palh 3¢C AND 2.4 ﬁf
B, CG FNFPAD 1GC500Z, PARA 26F g

Co CORUSNMACY 2308217 piG, PARA A (1) (PASLEP)
D. CG FMFPAC 2706002 AUG, PARA 2A

£, AREMBASSY SAIGON 2041347L

Fe. CCLUSHACY 253&1@2, PARE loA AND S.A (PASLP)
G. COLUSMNACY 9611652, PARA loA (PASEP)

He CORUSKACY >0PPYZ AUGC PﬂﬂA 104

I, COMUSHNACY 23¢B21Z AUG,; FARA 3lA (PASEP)
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.  SECRET.
M (nen fitred in)

PURGE 2 KUMPG 2508 SECRE T i
i 06 FUFPAC 2706202 AUG, PARA 208 B
Ko GG ITE Ha¥ 2a@236Z AUG, PARA 1 CPASEPY
L. ©G FMFPAC 1707502 PARA 2E. (80 e ,
i, STERLITE WAS A SURSTRNY $6L. DEFEAT FOR THE VIE
hoByCoD, ARD K FAIN! A BROADENING PICTURE OF ITS
FOLLOWYNG XN THE VAXE OF STARLITESS aND WHILE WU
STILL HAD A STRONG EFFECT ON THE Ve TIMETABLE. BUT
POVERF U, 6% BOTH PU. TOGETHER HAS BEEN THE GRINDING
GUR COMEINED MILIYARY-CIVIC ACT SON EFFORTS IN THE PHU 58
DANLNG - CHU LAJ AREAS, WRERE SCORES OF VILLAGES AND Ti
OF PEOPLE GKE BEING PROVIDED THE SECURITY FOR WHICH TH
HUNGERED, AND 1) OPPORTURITY FOR £ CONOM 5¢ BETTERMENT
FTHEY HAVE DREAMED. i A
o, THE VIET CONG HAVE CERTAIN.Y BEEW THINKING THIFY PRUBI
AND FHEIR CONDUCT DURING THE PaST-WEEKS SUGGESTS THAT -
WAVE COME TO SOKE CONCLUSIORS WHICH WE NEED . . = ©
70 PONDER IN RELATION TO OUR OUN OPERAT IONS, REFERENGES R
AND W UNDER SCORE THE % IHELXMOOD THAT WE MAY EXPECT THE VC
WIRECT ENGKNEMENT OF THEIR ORGANIZED UNIES WEITH OUR FORGE
(g% TrniR MAJOR EFFORT ON GUERR ILLA WARFARE, SABDTAGE, 1
AfD PROPAGANDA, IN ORDER 10 susTAIN A HOLD ON THE PEOPL
AFTER THE STARLITE OPERATION, GEMERAL THI FOREGA H
DEVELOPENENT TO WE, SAYING THAT THE VULT CONG:ARE REALL
STRONG ENOUGH TO SUSTARIHEANY KAJOR DEFEATS SUCH THA'
ON 14 SEPT GENERAL €O (CHIEF OF JOINT GENERAL STAFF,
THAT IN I CORPS THE VIET CONG WERE BEING FORCED BACK
THE CLASSIC CONMKUNIST PROGRAK, AND THAT OUR PURPDBE NOW-
KE TO ACCFLERATE THIS RETHOGRESS oN IN EVERY WAY WE CANg
¥, 1 AGKEE W1TH GENERAL COo THE VIET CONG HAVE PRODALY SEEN 1H
GNVISDOE OF SET PIECE BATYLES M ITH Ue S¢ FORCES, WHERE VE | BL
TRE CIRCUNGTANCES . KRVING LITTLE CHOICE, I BELE%VE;?HEY,Aa,AGQWﬂG
0 REDOUBLE THEL# GUERRILLA EFFORTS T0 KELP THS CENTRA. GOVERNMENI
FROM GETTING GONTROLKTA THE COUNTRYSIDE, CONGURRENTLY PROIECTING
PoEIR EQUITY IN THE RICE, KANPOWER INTELL JGENCE  AND ' SANCTUAR
SHIGH ARE S0 BSSENTIAL 10 THEIR SURVIVAL . B R e
4o AT VIRGT INSPECTION THIS UIET‘CONG‘DEGISIONWIFﬂIfﬂiﬁ‘JNDEE
DECISIONKAY SUCCEST SONE ¥4JOR CHANGE IN OUR OWN uSTRA’EEG%@ ING
FACT, 1T DOES NiT. THE DARINES HAVBNEVER FELT THAT THE WAR STANDS
T0 BE UON BY THS GRAND FANEUVERS OF LARGE FORCES, BY BRILLIAN

8 A1
FIELD MARSHALLSHIP IN THE TANVENBERG OF cHchELgﬁﬁﬁv;LLE*;ﬂaﬁ 1
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PAGE A BUNPS 2543 § 0 CRE T ‘ g Cim
GHILE Oii TROOPS LAVE BEEN ALERT %0 MOVE $N ON OPPORTUNYTI
ENTRAF LARGE UNITSH,

_ YHEY LEARRED, EARLY IN THE GAME ;. THeY THE R
yreTORLEE GRE TO DE WON IN VHE YTLAGES, AND XT 18 REALLY OU
CLEAR « MGLD < CiviC ACTION o PLACEMAKING © BOMKszxcgfﬁﬁﬁgu;gba_
G ORTSHSIAT MAVE PAID OFFp AND THIS IS WHAT 18 HURTING THAIP
AONG. SHE REFERENCES Cy E, ¥y & g AND Lo N |

G ANGAIR OUESTION L6 WHY HAVE UE BEEN APLE TO HOVE FOR
RFFECT IVELY IN THLS AREA, WHEN THE ARVN HAS NOT. &l 18 WELL KNOW
THAT, WTIL JULY @B, THE AREA EXTENDING RIGHT UP 70 THE SOUTH
FENCE OF THE DANANG AXRFIELD WAS L ARGELY VIET CONG TERRITORYe
4y COULD THES BEY THE HKASONS *RE FEW ARD STHPLE, ~ FIRST, THE
ARVN EAS NOT THE STRENGYM TO CLTAR OUT ALL OF THE KEY AREA
SHUS WAUE 70 FOREGD SOKE INPORTANY L,0CAL IT EES MERELY BECAU
AYSLCA), OUER-EXTENSION, N ¥ CORPS THE MULTIPLE VIET CONG
PYTEND NG FRON THE DEZ T0 QUANG NGAIL, ARE MORE THAN THE TV
T ATLABLENFRYN DIy iSIONS Ual HitDLE. THE SR CiLEAR=pND=HKOLD
SEE LARGELY CLEAR- AND- FOLD, JUST EECAUSE THAY CANNOT GOVER
GATERFRONS 7 SECOND, IT IS A FAUT THAT IN THEIR CLEARCAND-

[ JUETY THE ARV G

o KELATIVELY INEFFECTIVE. ﬂEIN%A&IgN?E o
PLENSELWE G, THEY ARE NOT IN%‘XNUPIVELYvSYMP&THETK@’(OJﬁ%ﬁ‘ﬁgﬁg
AND THE WANTS OF THE PEOPLE, NOR CAll THEY o EVENTIF THEY TRYe-
LIVE DOYR THE PAST REPUTATION WHIGH THEY HAVE EARNED WITH T
PEOFL E OF BEING C S e s N

ciNSATE AND BRUTAL. THE FACT 15, WE ARE BETYER .
AT PACIFICATION THAN THEY ARE, BECAUSE OUR INST INCTIVE: STANDARDS
ARE HIGHER. - DR L
6. I 1S [N THESE TWO AREAS THAY WE HAVE DORE 50 NVJH GOODo WE
PUT FULLY TEN THOUSAND MARINES INTO THE CLEAR AND HOLD « CIVIC
407700 EMLORT GRCIND DANANG ALGNE. wE HAVE THE STRENGTH TO DO
WhaT THE ARUN HAS SEEN TCO WEAR 10 D0, BEYOND ThEIS, OURS HAB.
GEREN p CONFIDERCE = JNSPIRING PERFORFANCE . OUR GEM HAVE BEEN o
Grns T IVl TO THE PROFLECS NEDS. THERE R4S BELN NO EXPLOITATIONg
LEUN CE, CARE PACHACES, USOL SUFPL IES, KANDCLASP BATERIALS HAVE
A11 FOGRD THEIR vAY WROLLY 10 THE PEOPLE. == THERE HAS DEEN NO

AED N0 KICKeBACK. UL HAVE THE DOCTORS AND THE BULL-DOZERE
st TEARS NTDED TO HELP THER GET ON THEI# FEET. VE HAVE
W AND THE PATIENCE TO TEACH THEIR POPULAR FORCES THE =
OF PEILITARY COMD UoT o IN SHORT THE ARER };{t;m\ss ARE PURSUING
Ccirrcat 1N PROGRAY XN A NANNER FAR DNORE ﬁ??lcimzx'ﬁmnyxnu*“‘
FaR WORE PRODUCT IVE THAN THEIR VIETNAMNESE COUNTERPARYSe e :
iiki RQTF\;&)DUCIT%{I Ei)F };QI‘\SNU% &JM}N‘}"}% N hﬁﬁb‘[E éROI N'l F‘mr Fsuxiww‘l?%ﬁh%gi w?‘r&q P%‘r&“tl O'ﬁ QFQR”‘ sesgpfi NG O
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o ook T FINAL SECTION OF 2 o e A

AND (RDEED ARY DOiNGe=eli TO INTENSIFY 0UR PACIF ICATI1OH=EFF

$0 PUT OUR LEDICAL, LOCISTIC SOCIOLOG ICAL AUD NILITARY 5

YORK T5 ERING TRAKQUILLITY TO THE CRITICAL COASTAL AREA

1 GORFS A% SO0N 45 WE CAN. THE MORE OF iT WE DOy THE
‘ CAND TH

INTELL (GEHCE ©1LL GORE YO us FROY THE PEOFLE
LIXELiH00h OF GUR BEING ABLE TO FIND THE VIET CONGLOGLS
CENTERS, HEADQUARTERS; ASSERSLY AREAS ETC, 1:07DOING THI
STR{VE 10 BULL THE ARVN ALONG WITH US, THOPIRING [0
NARDER AND TO TREAT THZIR GUUNTRYEEN WITH GREATER CONS]

pAGE & RilUPG ¢844 S E G RELT n g
Bo | 40 1.Y¥ELIHOOD OF THIS FORKULA FATURING W ITH DRAKATX
SUADERSEES, HOWEVER, IH A RELATIVE SENSE, IT 18 KOVIN AHEAD
RAFIOLY B S8 THE LRIVE 2 1/2 NONTHS SINCE OUR FORCES BEGAN
70 BUILD P sLaYousLy i ) GORPS WE HAVE DROUGHT A GOOD NEASURE OF
PEACHE T0 AB EaNY a6 88 VILLAGES, VE HAVE BROUGHT AT LEAST 508
SaUARE Ni.ES UNDER OUR GONFROL, AND WE ARE oUST GETT ING STARTED o
9. 7 BELIEVE E GEN UIN BIG IN VIETNAN IV ThA ‘UsSo FORCES WILL ¥
TREIR 0N EFFONTS VIGOROUSLY INTO THE PAGIFIGATIQNﬁPRU&Rﬁﬁﬁ'@E?“
LIVAYS ALERT T0 ENTRAP ANY (NWARY VC AIN FORGE FORKATIONS, AN
WITH 0 ALL ¥ ARE GOING Y0 HAVE TO EXMIBIT, FOR EVERYONE, OUR
PpTYNNGE AND OUR RESOLUTION. T T ,
GFA ;
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