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• 
OPERATION "PIRANH,Ic\" I I r. rJ. 'c~.·, AUG 30 oJ U 

1. INTELLIGENCE 

THE CAPE BATANGAN AREA IS SUSPECTED TO BE A MAJOR VC 

INFILTRATION POINT FOR LOGISTICS AND PERSONNEL. SIGINT INDICATED 

ACTIVITY IN THIS AREA AS EARLY AS 14 AUGUST. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

HAS INDICATED CONSIDERABLE FORTIFICATIONS ARE PRESENT IN THIS 

AREA. 

INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATES CARRY THE VC QUANG NGAI PROVINCIAL 

HQS WITH LOCAL FORCE ELEMENTS AS BEING LOCATED IN THE AREA. 

IN ADDITION, THE 90TH BN OF THE 1ST VC REGIMENT MAY HAVE MOVED 

INTO THIS AREA FROM THE VAN TUONG PENINSULA PRIOR TO THE MARINE 

ASSAULT ON 18 AUGUST. IT ALSO APPEARS THAT THE 3D CO, 80TH BN, 

AS WELL AS 600 TO 1,000 LOCAL VC IRREGULARS ARE IN THE AREA. 

THE ARVN HAVE NOT OPERATED IN THIS PARTICULAR AREA FOR 

6 MONTHS. 

2. MISSION AND CONCEPT 

COMMENCING AT H HOUR, D DAY (BETWEEN 1 AND 5 SEPTEMBER) 

III MAF AND ARVN FORCES WILL LAND OVER DESIGNATED BEACHES AND 

IN LANDING ZONES IN THE CAPE BATANGAN AND AN KY PENINSULA TO 

CONDUCT SWEEP AND DESTROY OPERATIONS TO ELIMINATE TIlE VIET CONG 

IN THE AREA. 

HELO FORCES WILL LAND IN THESE ZONES AND ESTABLISH BLOCKING 

POSITIONS. 

LANDING FORCES WILL COME ASHORE BY AMPHIBIAN TRACTORS ALONG 

THE SOUTIIERN PORTION OF NIS BEACH # 12 WITH THE MISSION OF 
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• 
OPERATION "PIRANHA" (CONTINUED) 

MOVING SOUTH AND EAST TO SWEEP AND CLEAR THE CAPE BATANGAN 

PENINSULA. 

SIMULTANEOUS WITH THE HELIBORNE AND NIS #12 LANDING, 

LAND FORCES BY LANDING CRAFT AND NIS BEACH #13 WITH THE () •. ::I\'I",_ '.' 

MISSION OF CLEARING AN KY PENINSULA. 

TOTAL FORCE REQUIREMENTS ARE 3 MARINE BLTs AND 2 ARVN 

BNs. THE SLF WILL NOT PARTICIPATE. 

3. APPROVAL 

COMUSMACV AND CINCPAC HAVE APPROVED THE SELECTED OBJECTIVE 

AREA, TENTATIVE MISSION, CONCEPT AND DATE. 

4. SHIPPING 

CINCPACFLT HAS REQUESTED THAT COMSEVENTHFLT MAKE AVAILABLE 

THE FOLLOWING NAVAL UNITS: 

4 LST 
2 LSD 
2 LCU 
2 LCM 
2 DD 
1 CL 

S. COORDINATION 

COMUSMACV HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO ESTABLISH THE ENTIRE 

AREA AS A RESTRICTED AIR SPACE FROM D-l TO CONCLUSION OF THE 

OPERATION FOR CONTROL OF SUPPORTING ARMS, NAVAL GUNFIRE, 

AND AIR SUPPORT. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
OPERATION "PIRANHIA" (CONTINUED) 

6. DETAILED CONCEPT 

UPON APPROVAL, AND AS PLANNING PROGRESSES, A DETAILED 

CONCPET OF OPRRATION WILL BE PROVIDED BY III MAF. 
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SAIGON, VIET NAM (AP>-U. S. MARINES SWEEPING ACROSS SOUTH VIET 
NAM'S BATANGAN PENINSULA BLEW UP A TUNNEL TODAY, KILLING 66 
UNIFORMED VIET CONG HIDING rlOM THE AHEJUCANS, A MARINE SPOKESMAN 

", SAID. 
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ESTIMATED '1000 MARINES SINCE ASSAULT ON THE PENINSULA 330, MILESc"J NORTH OF SA GON BEGAN AT DAWN TUESDAY. ' ~:i)" INTEl.LIGENCE REPORTS EAILIER INDICATED AS MANY AS 1 000',..: GUERRILLAS HAD BEEN IN THI AREA. AN INTELLIGENCE orrI~£R SAID ~­BELIEVED THE VIET CONG BEGAN PUU.ING OUT or THE AREA tHREE DA'iS AGe. 
MAJ. GEN. LEWIS W. WALT THE MARINE COMMANDER IN VIET NAM -. C'&NFIRMED THE COUNT OF VIEf CONG DEAD, WHICH RAISED THE TOLL' OF .:,"':; ENEMY KILLED IN THE __ TVO-DAY OPERATION TO 146. :.....-, - - LATEST REPORTS FROM THE PENINSULA 20 MII.ES SOUTH or CHU LAI ALONG THE SGUTH CHINA SEALSAID THE AAIUNts KILLED SIX VIET CONG EARLIER AND VIETNAMESE TRooPS REPORTEJ) THEY KILLED 74 GUERRILLAS. THE VIET CONG IN THE TUNNEL WERE WEARING fIELD PACKS LOADED CARTRIDGE BELTS AND OTHER COMBAT EQUIPMENT. THE HARINls BLEW _ , UP THE UNDERGROUND COMPLEX WITH TNT ArtER ADVANCING TO THE HOLE H{ 

:. PURSUIT or A LONE VIET CONG SNIPER. 
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~;A WDrm OF MlEf\ SOUTH OF SONG GttA U ~~E DO;I!G MJD {IN }a PEN INSULA" 
ONE/SEVEN SWEEPS'REMliINDER OF SATANGAN PENINSULA to SE" THREE/ 
~VEN SWEEPS NE TOWARD AREA OF WHITE ~EACH UNLESS ENGAGED FROM 
WEST" 
GP=4 
8T 

--- - . -
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U CWM278 

PP RUECEM 
ZNY SSSSS ZFH2 
P 051821Z 
FM NMCC 

CRS364 

TO CMC (BLACK FOREST LIMDIS) 
P 040805Z 
FM COMUSMACV 
INFO CINCPAC 
~CC 
') 030940Z 
1\1 CG II I MAF 
TG CG THIRD MARDIV 
CB FIRST MAA 
INF0 COMSEVENTHFLT 
COM !J:1~1 A CV 
03 rf/J"PAC 

('.CfF Sl::VEN SIX 
'-"CTG SEVEN SIX PI THREE 

CO RLT SEVEN 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

CO TWEUi H ~lARINES 
BT 
S £ eRE T 13J..flcKFldlES-r - ).IIJIDIS7 
SUGA: CIVILIAN POPULACE IN OPN PIRANHA OBJECTIVE AREA 
16 POPULAtION CENSUS SVVTATISTICS INDICATE APPROXIMATELY 20,000 
CIVILIANS IN AND NEAR OBJECTIVE AREA .. 
2 .. THIS SITUATION DEMANDS FIRM CONTROL OF ALL COMBAT ELEMENTS 
AND IN PARTICULAR FIRE SUPPORT UNITS TO INSURE POSITIVE 
IDENT IF' lCAT ION OF' TARGETS AS HOST ILE BERF'ORE THEY ARE TAKEN 
LNDER FIRE., INDISCRIMINATE DESTRUCTION OF VILCLAGES OR HAMLETS 
ABSOLUTEL Y FORB IDDEN., 
3 .. EVERY EFI~ORT WILL BE MADE TO SEPARATE WOMEN, CHILDREN AND 

PAGE 2 RUMSMA 514J SEC RET 
a..D MEN FROM VC/VCS AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE IN THE 
THE FORMER GIVEN ALL HUMANITARIAN CONSlPERATION 
CONSISTENT WITH OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
HI 

OPERAT ION IN ITH . 
POSSIBLE 

I 
i 

t 

L 
! i 
Ii, 
j' . 

I; 
~ :c--: --

I, t 
,I t 
r I 
I: i 
h! t 
, I 
I I 
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eL' 
KKKKKKKKEM~8490CD133 
pp ~UECEM 
DE RUMGUAC [69 248R333 
ZNY CCCCC 
P 215 [3332 
FM USS ?~ INCETON 
TO rtUHPG/ CG NMFPA C 
INFO }tUECEM!C~1C 
RUHL HLI CINCPACN1. r 
RU1HUf\V/ COMPHIBPAC 
~UMGU"LI erG 1602 
RUMFUAQ/CG THI~D MAr 
I'(UMF'1J4Q/CG THIRD MARD IV 
1W~1F'UAQlCQ THn~D MA~INES 
~UMNUAQ/CO SEVENTH MA~INES 
BT 
CON N IDE N T I ~ L 

AILING '~EPor·a ~C~ 

SEf 5 

[0 USS PPUNCETON 05 09~0H SEPT 1I965 ~ 051 HJ0H SEPT GQor! 
20 £1D9 ()J5i6~eJH SEPT n9 5 ETAll 010400; 305 1965 DESTINATION 
~N KY PEN INSULA 
GO \f on GA NIZ A l' ION FO~ E~lO A~ Kr~ T 10 NGf.) 

~o OLT 3/3 
MA~INES ONNICERS NMHNE ENLISTED NAVY,30FFo N~V~3ENLO; C &29 49 i 

40 t TCOL MUIr'( 
50 6 81MM MO~TA~S 

P#\GE fLO \lfUMGU{;,C 169 CON 
14 Ms 60 MGIl S 

F IDE N T I A L 

9305 RL Q S 
VS/C ~NGMVA 
1 ... N/ fA. 
80 N/A 
90 ~ f)/!; 
HL, SU?PlIS 

Ao s CLi\SS I 
11tH; CS Mel 
500 GAL TJU.TEFt 
585 eu 1'1 
195010 tBS 

CO otT GEXE SENDS 
GPc.,4 ~ 
95 

CL'\SS II 
NfA 

'" CLASS III 
N/,A 

CL~SSHIV CLASS V 
NlA 30 CU IT 

840 
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Fpl! 
ro~ 

m"';cc 
FLt,Q PLOT 
AWR 
AfC? 
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'l -:;~~~:::~}! t2_CRS5 Z 7 
00 ~:mEGEM . _ . 
ZNY T1'1'TT Z?H2 RUEKDA 
YmECW;I NAV Y F't AG PLOT 
RuECEMCr4c COMD CENtER-/ 
TELECON IT.EM ... 

N{:J~COR CO~lM!~ND CENTER 
m~cc MSG (~€NTEH 

crop SECRET 

VV t:~CN;2 71 
TELECON 
o 06L107 

BLACK FOREST 

FROf4g 
TO~ 
INFOli 
Err 

M/iCVCC 
N:v1CC 
CINCPAC 

4,.,'-· 

1 0 P SEC RET -' 
lTEr~ ONE~ <IS) REI" OPERATION PIRANHAc: H' HOUR HAS BEEN u.;i 

lETI\TIIJEL Y CHI\NGED 'fO 062230Z\f' LOADING OF' PRINCETON? ~ . 
. ~TOM GREEN COUNTY 'AND UAS}frENA\v COUNTY CO~lPLEtED06' SE? AND W1 

L, REHEARSM .. LANDIN(l ~JAS SCHEDULED A! GHU LA1060700Z t~ItH(jltr .... 
LOADING Ti100FS INTO LVT'" S" l'W REPORT OF THIS REHEARSAL HAS 
BEEN RECEIVED(> PRE H HOUR PREPAHA'l'ORY tlIR STHIK£S ON LANDING 
mACH ARE SCHEDULED BEtwEEN H"'35 AND' H ... 15" . .. .. ,,, 
ITE~1 T\W= (5) TEE Ni~.l'~E O~· THE Htn IS/AN KHE SECURITY 'OPN 
l{lllS BEEN CHANGED F'nor'1 RAMrWD TO HmHLAi~cs.. RAT lot~ALE: ' .. RMmon' 
Hf\S FJEE~1 OVERWOmtED ,liND IT viAS fEM~ED THAT CONT INUl;D USE COULD 
OOMPROMISE THE DEPLOnqENT OF' THE, U;T CtW AIR(VJOBILEF'ROi'i 
'1J1 NHON TO AN ~(HE(l , . .' .... 
ITEM THREE~ (C) THERE \~EHE NO SIGNIFICANT SURFACE OPNS INrt!ATED 

. , 

RVN o:\) 06 5EP(t OPN ST0I>1P~CONTINUES4 CASUALTIES AS OF 060345 H ... 
FHl): USNC 1 lO f.! V .3 HIA~ eIDS 2 \HA., .vC: 28 KEASI ,.0. VCCfj '150 
REFUGEES INCLUDING Pi,N UNREPORTED NUHt3EH OF VC SUSPECTS REtURNED TO 
GOVEfiN\';lENT CONTROLI> ','" , . '.' ~, . 
ITE!'1 FOUR~ (C; {(f ,<\PPROX 06(~3!)01-i 2 PLATOONS Of THE 932 
p,J' CO ON PATROL tvEHE MlBUSHED VIN SINH DINK PROV, VIC B$ 
6110055" FIRE FIGHT tAsnm APPROX: 90 iHNUTES" RESULTS: FRD~ 
11 ~GA~ II 1.:HU 2 ~jU)41 lOST 1 BARli 3TSMG~ 2 GAR3INE~ 1 .,45 
('i\L PI STOL() VC: UN Kt> " 

BT 
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RUEC~~CMC COMD CENTER 
CDA8S>8 " 
\) \) <:J ::t G '":"":7 

Ltl:s 

lELEc(i~ !TEM 
z: 9023;S0Z 
1~'M, ~W~C 
'UJ \:J/;E1E HOUS'Z" 

, " S'!tA"'"fl: Err 
l' v _" SEC R E -1\, 

" 't"" 
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~NNQVV CW~) 109 
00 RUECEM 
ZNY SSSSS lFH2 RUEKDA 
RUECiv/ NAVY FLAG PLOT 
RUE CEI1/ CI~C COMD CENTER 
TEL E CON ITEM 
o 031701Z 
FI~ NL1CC 
TO ARMY WAR ROOM 
AF' COMt1AND POST 

"- NAVY FLAG HLor 
~ MARCORPS CMDCTR 

BT 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 
(When f'illed In) 

CMC L-i6Vd I 
ACMe 14wJ I 
MILSEC I 
-eoIS 73~.y", I 
Dcls(P&P) 13MYl j 
SGS I 

j 

I 

SEC RET IBLACK FOREST/LIMDIS 

'",. 

~ 

.-

.-

.-

THE NMCC TELECONfERENCE CIRCUITS TO CINCPAC p MACV 
AND OTHER HEADQUARTERS ARE FREQUENTLY USED TO EXCHANGE 

ACT 
)lit 
1"1:1"1 .. ; U 

CLOSEL Y HELD 

OPERATIONAL Pl.ANNING INFORNATION BETWEEN J Q 3 OF THE JOINT STAFF 
AND THE OPERt,TIONAL PLANNING STAFFS OF THESE HEADQUARTERSo NOR~ALLY 

NO DISTRIBUTION IN THE ORIGINAL FORMAT HAS BEEN MADE OF' THIS 
TRAFFIC ourSXDE OF SE!..ECTED INDIVIDUALS OF THE JOINT STAFF 
WHO HAVE AN ABSOLUTE" NEED TO KNOW" 0 FREQllENTL Y, IT IS ESSEN! IAL 
THAT THIS INFORMATION 8E RELAYED TO THE SERVICES IN A TIMELY MANNER 
o t 

FACILITATE THEIR PLANNING a, 

WHEN NMGC PASSES THIS TYPE OF TRAFF Ie TO THE SERV ICE WAR 
ROOMS .. IN EACH CASE IT WILL BE SPECIALL Y FLAGGED 9 

wBLACK FOREST MESSAGE = LIMDISg" THIS TRAFFIC SHOULD BE GIVEN 
. ON1..Y VERY LIt-HIED DISTRIBUTION WITHIN THE SEHVICES II ON A 

STRICTLY NEED.."TO=KNOW BASIS SINCE, IN EACH CABEll IT vlILL PERTAIN 
i@1} h'J)J$U~a OPERAT IONSo SERV ICE WAR ROOMS CHIEFS ARRR 
lNSURE THAT DISTRIBUTION IS CLOSELY HELD AND CONTROLLEDo 
BT 
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", ••• ~ .. Io ... " ......... ",' ,~,,~ -I.iW..o._,) 'i .. ~.~ .... ~ .. 1 

SECRET ZEN/RL T '" SEVEN ~, ." 
st 
.(:' E C RET (When filled 1ft) A EMA00 

£RRA REPORT (U) L '.~ . PP RUECEl'. 
CO TROOPS" CMDR 3RD BN f} 11TH ~;AR SENDS () DE RUMGUAL 192 2491134 
1 f) USS WHITFIELD COUNrV 11 LS1 1169 ZNY SSSSS 
20 051630H SEPT CD COf..NENCEDo P 060745Z 
061430H SEPT - COMPLETEDo FM USS WHIT;IELD COUNl 
3. 070100H SEPT - ETO TO RUHPG/CG FMFPA~ 
070530H SEPT - ETA INFO RUECEMICMC 
DESTINATION - CAP BATANGAN, AN KY PENINSULA F 
4. ~;ARINES NAVY OTHER TOTAL -

HO, 3/11 7/47 0/2 0 114S 
107 MM HORT BTRY, 3/11 4/75 0/2 0 11,/77 
OET"A" CO 3RO A~TK 1/38 ,&0" 1/38 
nET "C" co 1ST AT 1/21 0/0" 1/21 
"A" CO 1/1 6/135 0/8 0 6/143 
zeR co 1/7 8 5/128 0/5 0 5/133 

GRAND TOTAL: 2~/~61 
50 CO OF TROOPS C~DR 
6. (1) M60 MG 

.3RD BN 11 ItT H NAR L T COL W ILL lAM Ko; PECK 

(4) 50 CAL ~;G 
(10) 30 CAL MG 
(6) 3 0 5 ROCKET LAUNCHERS 
(10) M9 PYROTECHNIC LAUNCHERS 
(2) FLAME THROWERS 
(10) l.VTP-5 
-.) M50Al (ONTOS) 
.~ M98(HOWTARS) 
(2) M35 
(D "'J49 
(3) M422 
(1) AN/~RC ~6 (RADIO JEEP) 
Kl)AN/~RC ~7 (RADIO JEEP) 
(1) AN/MRC83 (RADIO JEEP) 
(3) M37 
8. NXA 
9~ N/A 
10() 5709 SQ FT 
110 CLASS I - 3 ~IC PER ~AN (ISSUEO) 
CLASS III - IM49 TANKER 1100 GAL MOGAS 
CLASS V - HE 0 401 ROUNDS (402 MORTAR A~~O) 

72 ROUNDS (106 R R AMMO) 
BASIC ALLOWANCE PER MAN OF FRAG AND RIFLE GRENADES 

PYRO.; .. • 24 INCENARY GRENADES 
10 ~9 PYROTECHINIC FLARES 
SMALL ARr.S - BASIC ALLOWANCE PER CREW SERVED AND TIO 

WEAPONS o 
OTHER ~ 50 ROUNDS (402 ILLUMINATION FOR MORTAR) 

10 ROUNDS (402 WHITE PHOSPHORUS FOR MORTOR) 
.!20 N/A 
SP"-4 
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00 - ACTION 
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NNNNE~A082OCD 14 9 
RR RUECEM 
DE RUWSPG 093 2491921 
ZNY SSSSS 
R 06t808Z 
FM MRC SFRAN 
INFO RUECEM/CMC 

.. ~ rT 

RUABQLI.CG FIRST MARDIVREIN 
RUWOFL/CG FORTRPS FMFPAC 
R 0601l0Z 
FM FLT .. ? 
TO AIG Y0 
INtO ZEN/C6 THIRD MARDIV 
ZENFOURTH ~ARINES 
ZEN/RLT"'7 
BT 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 
(WIlen filled In) 

t r 'OJ J .J .-
" ", 

.. ' 
I '. 

-
SEC RET RRR 060110Z8 HJ GR Rtf SEVEN, 01// 
ORG GR RLT SEVEN, CO HQ CO (-) 7TH ~AR, G~l DET HQ BN THIRD r-iARD1V 
GM DET COMM CO HQ BN, GM DET ITT, GS BLT 1-7, GS BLT 3-3, 
GN THIRD BN( ... ) (REIN) I1TM MAR, GC CO D (-)(REIN), 1ST TANK BN, 
GC CO A (-)(REIN) THIRD AMTRAC BN, GC CO C (-)(REIN) 1ST ENGR at--, 
GM DET FIRST LOG SUPPORT UNIT ONE~ 0211 
eHG SFT 0610012JZ7 eHU l.Al RVN p TO BAYFIELD APA 33~ 0311 
(..~ff0~6f~'lNtm:-gI~51fl{?1leez'1!lwHI0-5,,:e!ll"ART IS PROHIBITED EXCEPT WlTll PER~ISSION OF THE :SSUING OFFICE 

';fr"'4 SECRET (When filled in) MAVMe HQ ,,,e-AIl'1 
_.. (REV. 7-62) 

,'i,Mi,.1\ CODE: 6-1 6-2 6"3 G-Il CH 0 AA AB AD AG AT AX HQ"BNl 
000 - COG • 
00 - ACT I OM ' , 
, - ({IIf(J 2J .,.;, 
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YVAQEMA133JCA658 
RR RUECEM 
ZNY cccee ZFH-l 
CCSB502ZCNQA553 
ZCNQA553UAL206 
RR RUECE1'1 RUWDG 
DE RUMGUAL 206 2500140 
ZNY CCCCC 
R 070130Z 
FM USS BAYFIELD 
TO RUHPG/Ce FMFPAC 

r . RUECEM/CMC 
~. RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT 
: RUWDG/COMPHIBPAC 

RUABQL/CTF SEVEN NINE 
. RUMFUAQ/CG THIRD MARDIV 

ZEN/CO UTH MARDIV 
aT 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONfiDENTIAL 
_ ,!~en fi 11 ed in) , 

i·, CON F IDE N T I A L SVC 
~. ZUI MY 196 2491318 061208Z 
~.. err SEVEN NINE TAKE FOR FIRST T I1'1EI) ALL otHERS CORRECT INFO 
!:.Tfl BT 
~. \ L196 ' 
~ RR RUECEM RUHPG RUHLHL RUMFUAQ RUABQL RUWDG ! DE RUMGUAL 196 2491318 
0'" ZNY ceccc 
! R 061208Z 
• FM USS BAYFIELD 
i TO RUHPG/CG FMFPAC 
~ INFO RUECEM/CMC 
f RUHLHL/CINCPACFl.T 
, RUWDG/COMPHIBPAC 

RUABOL/CTF SEVEN NINE 
RUMFUAQ/CG THIRD MARDIV 
ZEN/CO 7TH MARDIV 
BT 
CON rID E N T I A L 
SAILING REPORT 
AM MOO 3000,,2 
Be FMFPACO P460001F 
l~ USS BAYFIELD, 0700 6 SEFI g 1965H TO 1300 6 SEPTo 1965H 
21) N/A 
3Q COLo 1 

HQ COo RLT"'7 
DEro COo C, 1ST ENG o BN 
Dr.T~ CO~ C, lBT AT BN 

COLIfI2 COLo') 
25/95 211 
1/3 0/1 
1/3 011 

COLo4 
0/4 
0/0 
0/0 

COL o 5 
129 
5 

C: '.' . 

,0 7~MffiT IN ~OLE 0' IN PART" ~ /wITH PE~ISSl3(}Ga. 
CONFIOENT~e~ fi lIed in) NAVMC HQ we-ADM (CONT'D)--~~3-: 
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.- --_.--_.- - .... 
DE10 lCOI.'B g 1ST TANK BN 
DET 0 COo Do ~ST BN 7TH NARo 
DET 0 H&S COo 1ST BN 7TH NARo 
DE! 0 £1AP.S Z 
DETo HQ BN 
DE'fo TACRON 13 
DEro EOD 
DETQ JO/PH&~OPIX 

lIT 
1/169 
R/31 
5/3 
3/3 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

121/0 
0/8 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
13/6 
112 
6/5 

---er/0 
0/0 
XI 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

40 COLI'J 0 0 F 0 PEATROSS -
5& NINE £tj ... 60 MACHINE GUNS" THREE 3~5 ROCKET LAUNCHERS 
6~ NONE 
10 NONE 
83 NONE 
9G NONE 
100 NONE 
GP"4 

2 
184 

R3 
8 
6 
19 
3 
11 

BT .. 
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" 

MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER· 
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps 

Washington, D. C. 20380 

OPERATION PIRANHA 

6 September 1965 

Source: Major BEDWELL, FMFPAC Command Center Duty Officer 

1. First elements hit White Beach at 063SH. Bravo 1/7 on 
the left and Alpha 1/7 on the right. 

2. LVTE fired line charge at 0625H. 

3. First landing zone preparation began at 06Z0H. 

4. First elements of 3/7 commenced landing in assigned 
landing zone at 0647H. 

5. No opposition at this time. 

( 
(,---,/ FONCON FMFPAC CC 

06l9l5Q (TS) 

.-. . c' ".'~' _,~~,:-......... ,-., ~, .. ~ ". ,- ~,1-j" 
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DECLASSIFIED 

MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps 

Washington, D. C. 20380 

6 September 1965 

Subj: Operation Piranha 

Source: Major BEDWELL, FMFPAC Command Center Duty Officer 

1. As of 0820H 3/7 preparing position. At this time 3/7 
receiving small arms fire from BS 755842, BS 728865, .and 
BS 7;59859. 

2. At 0930H, an UH-lE was reported hit at BS 723818. The 
aircraft landed safely. Another UH-IE was hi t at BS 7.52818, 
suspect 50 Cal AA position in this location. Aircraft. 
proceeded to des tination and then landed s ate ly at Ql,lfing 
Ngai. Two H-34D's are temporarily out of action due .. :l=:p."eng;i.ne' 
failure. Both landed in a secure atea. 7'~ , 

3. At 0900H one AA gun was repoxted located'at BS75~$S5. 
/ . ' .~'.' ',' 

4.. At 0940H 1/7 was reported receiving small atmsfi'~;~';~f;o~' 
BS 737873. 

\~. -
_L. t 

5. All ARVN elements scheduled to land inLZ BIRCH land~<;l 
0805H and made contact at 080 7H. .-

>.:." • 

.• ' FONC.ON FMFP AC CC 
06222SQ 

.... ". 



Subj: 

DECLASSIFIED 

~
;'~' ;1'i~ ~ A\ PJ' MARINE CORPS COMMAND ~ENTER 
\:",'!:iL [~,~~ 'I,JI',;',' I,' adquarters, U', S. MarIne Corps 
,,\,.;;;;1 fii ~'w!!lm • 

Itud fHll~"1. ~" WashIngton, D. C. 20380 
~~~wJIL 

Operation Piranha 

7 September 1965 

Source: Major BEDWELL, FMFPAC Command Center Duty Officer 

1. Correction to 062235 information: 

a. As of 0820H 3/7 CP located 731842. 3/7 now preparing 
position at this time. 3/7 receiving small arms fire from 
coordinates BS 755842, BS 728865, and BS 739859. 

b. Reports received at 0930H, one UHlE hit at BS 723818. 
One crewman WIA, transported back to the LPH. Ai rcraft landed 
sate ly. (Un<:rerlined portions added.) 

2. As of 1130H, 1/7 CP located BS 758856. 7th Marines CP was 
last located BS 781863 but is moving forward. 

3. Report on activities of LVT-E as of 0910H: Dug up 3 AP mines 
which exploded on being dug. Only damage was to blade but was 
repairable in the field . 
. 
4. No personnel figures as to casualties as yet. 

. 1.' P!d.~~~. 
Vwatch Officer 

FONECON FMFPAC CC 
070016Q 
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps 

Washington, D. C. 20380 

7 September 1965 

Subj: Operation Piranha 

Source: LtGen KRULAK 

1. He had received the following relayed report between one 
to one and one half hoursaafter the action. 

2. The assault was smoothly executed according to time and 
tactics. Essentially, there was no opposition on the beach or 
Marine Corps Landing Zones. 

3. The ARVN Landing Zone had very light resistance, snipers 
only. Probably because of the later landing time than.Marines. 

. '". - .-

4. In the principle village behind the beach, the Marines found 
about 40 civilians of whom two were found to be wounded and 
were evacuated to the Princeton tor medical treatment. 

5. Marine troops are moving forward North and West of our 
landing zones. 

6. Tactical Air Observers sited and attacked light anti-aircraft 
positions. 

7. l$t Bn 7th Mar and 3d Bn 7th Mar report only light sniper 
fire. 

8. There were mines on the landing beach. An LVT-E cleared a 
lane with a line charge. Additionally, 3 beach mines were 
uncovered and exploded. 

9. Gen THI, CG I Corps arrived in the 1st Bn 7th Mar area at 
0830 and Gen THROCKMORTON arrived at 1000 and stayed until 
about 1200. 

10. Gen KRULAK estimates that the operation will run into 
relatively little opposition, but it is hard to tell until later. 

d W~{{~ t1 
. :'K~GRfFFIS, W;. 
Watch Of:l:icer 

FONECON LTGEN KRULAK 
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 
dquarters, U.S. Marine Corps 

Washington, D. C. 20380 

7 September 1965 

Subj: Operation Piranha 

Source: Major BEDWELL, FMFPAC Command Center Duty Officer 

1. ARVN casualties on Eastern portion of Landing Zone Birch: 
1 KIA, 3 WIA. (Upon being queried as to location of Landing 
Zone Birch, Maj BEDWELL reports that he is still tryingtto 
find out.) 

j:(~~.JJR. 
'Jvatch Officer 

FONECON FMFPAC CC 
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3. STATUFY 
P;AI SCHEDULED t.u',IJ/?:S Cor1PLZTE.D Li-\NDING At 070650H 
B. NO NGF'S M ISS !Oi\~S HAVE BEEN CM .. lED 
~ RVN JUND lnV 1~ CM~l'URED C~~E POSSlf31.E VIET ... CONG 
$1jS?EGTED \! lEt ... (;oNG~ RVN J:.JN K DIV 16 GM'!UHED Fa UR 
Do \~E AT kEFfe NO CHr~i\lGE 
~ COMMAFDER Lt.ND:D~C FO~CE IS ASHOHE BuT ;;;\S NOT ASSUMED COi':1'nOl. 
OONTROL AS OF l'Hr::: SITREP\l 

PUNCH ~OE: 6-2 G-3 G-~ AD AG 
OOO-COG ~--~~-,4,-~~,:,.~~~~~~~+-~~=-+;~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

00 - ACTION , 
() • 'NI'(\ 

DECLASSIFIED 

,...Ii. 

, . 
""~'~/'. 
I",:, 
" 
>~f; 



DECLASSIFIED 

MARINE CORPS CONlvf.AND CENTER 
Headquarters, U.S. Y.tarlne Corps 

Washington, D. c. 20380 

7 September 1965 

Subj: Operation Piraw18 

Source: Maj BEDWELL, FMFPAC Command Center Duty Officer 

1. The following are points made by Gen WALT to GenKRULAK. 

a. The landing was smoothly executed. All Marine Corps 
elements reached the first day's objectives without casualties 
and under nothing more than long range continuous sniper fire. 

_:r.' 

- --
b. ARVN forces met considerable resistance from the start. 

They report that the VC departed the Marine area this morning 

" I 

::n;~:e;~~:~p;;;e~~;~:;:;~r~o~~:;c~r~~U~~:~~~lli~tt c~~:~t@ 
d. They encountered many civilians who are being cared 

for by civic action teams with food and medical treatment. 

e. Gen THI, I Corps Commander visited the area and spoke ~ 
to several civilian gfl(lups . 

. '-8 

f. Tomorrow the Marines will~~~ue the advance and will 
close the gap between the Marine and ARVN forces.' , 

g. Gen wAm makes no estimate as to what they will find 
tomorrow but considers the operation thus far to be an excellent 
exercise in coordination. -~ 

h. Will continue to 

I 
f 

r 
r 

keep you advised. 
" 

FONECON FMFPAC COMMAND 'CENTER 
070508Q 
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RUMFCF'/CTG SEVEN SIX?! FOUR 
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BT 
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OPERATION PIRANHA {U) 
AlfJ COMSEVENTHFLT 3008162: AUG (NOTAl.) 
Q<3 SITREP NR TEN AS OF 080030H 

.i'! . 

2@ Sl:rUATION8 NO CHANGE o 
t~· 3 a SrA rus~ ORLECK £XPLOYED IN NGFS FOR RVN BL! 
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ff' 44,) IN'rEN"fl0NSf; 5UBIUT NEXT SrrREPAT 080630H 
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rWhIll~ flll ad In} • 

2(, SUi1\~Ak. ',/F' OPERArroNs 
Ao BL! U " P LOCATED (BS 1598f\3~ 
CO A SlEz}~, : 5T OBJ RBS 9850) WITHOUT CONTACt 0 MOVED uno 
RESERVE: V 1(; as 156858» IO v Ie ,(BS 75 nn3 J '" 
CO B SECURED CHAU THUAN ~D ~B~; 118860) H 285# ~9 :9 f 5ACT 0 

NOW LOCATED \lye ~BS 183861~Q 
CO C E STAB BLOCKING POSIT ON H nri GROUND rROM VIC ~BS 1138' 0 
10 VIC ~BS 104g59~ 
CO D COND UC'fED SEARCH AND CLEM? Ill" CHAu['4E ~ D 035 15585 D NO 
RESlsrp.NCEo 
Bo 8t! 311 C? tOCATED ~BS 128B5 n 
co I I~mE S£RVE IN LZ OA K {B S 72984$1 J 
CO 1< ESTABLISHED BLOCKING POSIT VIC (BS 'U8833) UNTIL 
e'n 100H tHEN REI URN to DEfENSiVE POSIT IN LZ OAKo (5S 732840}; 0 

CO L CONDUCTED SEPiRCH AND CLE/~R FROM ~BS 118845~ TO (BS 127843) 
AT 07li400Ho PRESENT POSIT t[8S 124853a 0 

co !'Ii HELltIF!ED TO ims 142832) TO CONDUCT SEARCH AND CLEAR TO 
035 g.q388:<)~ TO (BS 138S69:P 0 Rl~MA IN OVERNIGHT V Ie ~BS 128858) £I 

:5 ,. XNTENT IONS" 
A, BL1' a,l1 WILL CONTINUE SWEEP THROUGH CAP BATANGAN AREA TO ssw" 
B" Bt'!' 3/1 WILt ESTABLISH OUTPOSTS AND A~BUSHES DURING NIGHT AND 

CONTINUE SEARCH AND CLEAR OPERATIONS TO~ORROWo 
4" AIR c 
Ac FIXED WING ~ AN AVERAG!: 'OF TWO 'A4 Of{ Fi! \~ERS t-1AINTAINED' nN 
AIRBORNE ALERT STATIONS DU~ING ENTI~E DAYc ADDITIONALLY TWO TO 
FOUR A4/F4 WE~E MAINTAINED ON GROUND ALERTa TWO INTE~DICTION 
~rSSIONS WERE CONDUCTED WITH TWO A4 AC EACHo 
BD ROTARY WING. AC CONDUCTED HELILIFT OF ONE CO~PANY WITH 8 
UH34 AND THREE ~ED EVAC MISSIONS UTILIZZING rIVE UH ~4o 
Co CUMULATIVE TOTALS~ 
FIXED WING SORTIES 67 
FIXED WING ~ISSIONS 23 
ROTARY WING SORTIES 135 
ROTARY WING MISSIONS 22 
ORDEXPENDED; 
BOMBS 
NAPALM 
ZUNI 
2ilJt1l'1 

33,,5 TONS 
2~5 TONS 
32 

MK 12 
275 FJ 
GP",,/{ 
BT 

152 

3115 
2 
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--te FIXED WING@ AN AVERAGE OF' TWO M OR 1'4 WERE MA INTA INEO 
ON AIRBORNE ALERT STATIONS DURING EirfIRE DAY9 ADDIT!ONAU .. Y 
l1W TO FOUR M/F4 WERE MAINTAINED ON GROUND Al.E!1!o TWO 
INTERDICT ION MISSIONS WERE CONDUCTED WITH TWO M AC EACH" 
So ROTARY 'IIUm" AC CONDUCTED HELILIFT OF ONE. COMPANY WITH 
8 UH34 AND THREE MED EVAC MISSIONS UTILIZING FIVE UX340 
Co CUMULATIVE TOTALS: FIXED WING GOR1'IE5 "" 570 FrXEDDN 

"'23. ROTARY WING SORTIES", 105 ill ROTARY wnm 
M!SstONS ""'220 ORD EXPENDED; BO~1Bs.. 33'15 TONSo NAPALM.,. 
205 TONS. ZUiH""32. 20~iM""3!15Q MK12"'>2~ 2~15 FFAR ... 
1520 
ItEM 11nO i 1. tEN KET 8 ... 

WING 

THIS ISAN ARVN OPERATION BEING CO:-lDUCTED IN CO:-JJUNCTION 
W!T HOPERATION PIRANHA" FOUR V !Er~M~lESE BAtTAL IONS 

M !SSIONS 

<2/411 4/3, AND 2/41 ARVN PLUS THE .3 RD VN MARl~JE BATTAL rom 
ARE OPERAtING INLAND OF THE PIRANHA BEACH AnEAC) RESULTS AS OF 
0S0230H ARE: fRDI .3 KIA, 31 lJJIAo VG~ 48 KIA (US CONFIRMED 
40 K!A)~ 7 vee (US CONfIRMS 1 VCC)~ 4 VCSg 11 WgAPONS. 
ITEM THREE: OPERATION STOMP AS Of 080100 H. NO CHA;~GEt 

NEGATIVE CONTACT~ -
GP .. 4 
Hi 
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I; RU~!DF'XCOMPHrBPAC 
k·· Rmf;GUX/CTG SEVEN 
m::' Rm~ FCF ICTGSEV EN 
~~ :'?Ut:FUP/CTG SEVEN 

ZERO PI EIGHT 
SIX PT FOUR 
SEVEN PT THREE I ~rE eRE T 

i OP:IRATION' PIRANHA (U) 
[7 1':<$ COMSEVENTHFLLS30081GZ AUG BNOTAL) 
f!: h SITREPNR ELEVEN AS OF·-080630H 
~~, 2~ SITUArrONi NO CHANGE 

• 

i~i" 3* StrATUS: ORLECK EXk"'E~iDED 173 ROUNDS 5ff/~8 IN SUPPORT OF RVN FORCES~ 
~ SPOTTER UNABi...E TO OBSERV EFFECT 
ie: 4$ XNTENTIONS3 THIS IS FINAL S!1REP nas DISTRIBUTION!) FUTURE SITREPS 
[ TO BE SUBMITTED EVERY TWELVE HOURS TO L1.~rED DISME 
~. ',ACTION REQUIRED BY HIGHER AUTHORITY: NONE 
t, (~f''''4 
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t RUt>'iFUL/COM$EVENTH F1.f 
g RUABQt./CG FMFPAC/I MAC CF'WDGL 
"-' ZIN/CG THIRD MAR Q , ... 

I: RUABQL/CG FIRST I~ARDIV (FWD) 
~. Z£N/CG FIRST ~lAW (ADV) .' I RUABQL/CTF SEVEN NINE 
~ RUMFUU/CTF SEVEN SIX 
L RUCKYM/CMO't Mes 
t. RUMSAB/CG TASK FORCE ALPHA 
. RU~SVD/CO I CORPS ADV GROUP 
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SEC RET SECTION DE OF SIX SEcrIO~S 
uss PAUL REVERE CAPA 248) NOT liDDEE PASS TO HQBN to), REIN fI. X 
FIRST r<iARINE DIVISION ..". . ' >/I/YI 
III MAF SITREP NUMBER 129 061800HTO f!71800H SEPTE~lBER 1965 /}111-
10 INTEL~IGENCE SUMMARY . 

Au OPERATION PIRANHA CO{tj~iENCED ON SCHEDUl.E AGAINST lIGHT II 
SPORADIC 'Ie SI1ALL ARltlS FIRE[Vl SIX UH"'~4D AND UH'" IE AIRCRAFT RECEIVED 
HIts FROM SMALL ARtIlS FIRE IN LA~mING ZONE BIRCHo LVTEoS EXPLODED 
THrU:E tHNES ON ~'HI'fE BEACH iHTH ONLY t..INOR DM·;AGE TO 

CiMINi: CLEARANCE BLADESQ 
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SECRET .. -
(When f i 11 ed in) , . 

Bo AS OPERATION PROGRESSED CONTACT WITH VC CONTINUED LIGHT 
A~O INTERMIT1ENTo NO ~AJOR CONTACT HAS BEEN REPORTEDo 
PRELIMINARY REPORTS INDICATE FORTY VCS CAPTURED; HOWEVER, NO WEPAONS 
REPORTED CAPTURED AT CLOSE OF PERIOD o THIRTY OF THE REPORTED 
FORTY VCS ~lERE APPREHENDED BY RVN JUNK Fl.EETo 
CQ RAINFALL FRO~~ 060800H TO 070800H SEPTEMBE 

PHU SAl c 935 INCHES 
DANANG Q G20 INCHES 
CHU l.A! ... NONE 
II~ III MAF OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

Ae OPERATION'PIRANHA 

1965 

10 REINFORCED MARINE INFANTRY REGl~ENT LANDED ON f· 
!' BATANGAN PENINSULA SIGNALING OPENING OF OPERATION PIRANHA, 
i.: A COORDINATED USMC/ARVN OPERATION Q LEADINO WAVES OF FIRST t BN, SEVENTH MAR!NES WENT ASHORE At 070630H WITH B COMPANY 
i~ ON LEFT AND A COMPANY ON RIGHT" t{ARKED fIRST USE: Of LVrE;"'! 
i>IN COMBAts) A SPECIALLY CONFIGURED LVT WHICH FIRES LINE CHAROE [ C TO CLEAR MINED BEACH PRIOR TO LANDING INFAN!RYo HELICOPTERS 

BEGAN LANDING THIRD BN, SEVENTH ~ARINES AT 0U0641Ho ALL 
ASSAULT UNITS ASHORE AND COp SEVENTH tvlARINES ASSU~ED CONTROL 

~ _' ~ 0 

, , 

'",.: .... .. '. '.~-"-'- ~-,~. . -" :.. --~ ~ .. :-- " 

PAGE THREE RUMFUAQ 123 SEC RET , 
AS LANDING FORCE COMMANDER AT 071215HQ NO CONTACT WITH ENEMY 
UNTIL 11~5H WHEN FIRST BNgSEVENT~ ~ARINES LOCATED GROUP 
OYVe IN CAVEG THREE ve KIl.LED AND SIX CAPTUREDc NIGHT OF 
7SEP WILL BE DEVOTED TO PATROLL!NG AND AMBUSHES.., OPERATION 
PIRANHA WILL CONTINUE TO~ORROW TO CLEAR BATANGAN PENINSULA 
OF AL REMAINING veo MARINE POSITIONS ,'OR NIGHT rOLl.OW' 
SEVENTH MARINES CP At CBS 7#3e51) A~P FIRST BN~ SEVENTH 
MARINE CP AT CBS 159859)0 COhPA:1Y ii, FIRS! BN~ SEVEt;TH 
MARINES iN BLOCKING POSITIONS F'Rm; (5S 750810).., TO (BS U55 
151) WITH CO!<iPANY D JUST TO SOUTH IN CHAU ME (ONE) KBS 778 
859), WHILE COMPANY C OCCUPEI~ BLOCKING POSITrONS FRTM 
SOUTHERN EDGE OF CHAU THAUEN (ONE) TO (BS 112850)a 
THIRD BNo SEVENtH MARINES GP LOCATED VC (BS 129849)0 WITH 
CO~PANIES rAND L IN SAME VICINITY 0 DURING AFTERNOON COMPANY 
C SITUATED VIC (BS 718835) ITM ORDERS TO PULL BACK TO BN . 
AREA AT 071100HQ CO~PANY M~ THIRD BN» SEVENTH MARINES 
EstABLISHED BLOCKING POSItIONS ACROSS NARROW STRIP OF 1.AND AT 
CBS 1112882) WITH AMBUSHES ESTABLISHED IN NORTHWESTERN CORNER 

...--, OF GRID SQUARE CBS 1386) .. THIRD BN,I THIRD ~ARINES REfijAINS 
L: AFLOAT IN USS PRlNCETON (LPH""S) AS .LAND!NG FORCE RES~RV£o 
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~::o . SECOND BN II FOURTH NREGIMENT (ARVN) WAS LIFTED . 
OY USEliC MELOS INTO LANDING ZONE VIC KBS 728 U AT ABOUT 
010730H(.I THIRD RVN ~~ARINE EN WAS HELILIFTED AT ABOUT SA~E 
TIME INTO l.ANDING ZONE VIC {BS 7477)0 CONCEPT Of OPERATIONS 
EN'IlSIONS THIRD RVN ~~ARINE uN CONDUCT I~u SEARCH AND CLEAR 
OF AN KEY PENINSULA WHILE SECO~P i-JN 9 FOURTH REGIIY.ENT (ARVN) . 
OCCUPIES BLOCKING POSITIONS ON SOUTH WESTERN EDGE OF OBJUCTIVE AREAQ 

30 FIRST ~ARINE AIRCRAFT WING SUPPORT OF OPERATION PIRANHA 
BEGAN ABOUT 01052I?JH WHEN ONE KC- 1.30 W ITH SPECIAL COMMUNICATION 
PACKAGE ABOARD REPORTED ON STATION AS AIRBORN DASC o FOR NINE 
HOURS AIRBORNE DASC HAD CO~PLErE CONTROL OF AIR OPERATIONS IN 
OBJECTIVE AREA, DIRECtING HELICOPTERS AND FIXED WING AIRCRAFT 
USED FOR BOTH MARINE AND ARVN SUPPORT Il AIRBORNE KC""130 ALSO 
PROVIDED .ON STATION IN FLIGHTE[t;ERGENCY REFUELING CAPABILITYo AT 
P530H US AIR FORCE C""123 FLARE PLANE REPORTED ON STATION TO SUPPORT 
PRE$DAWN AIR CTRIKE ON. WHITE BEACH o UNDER FLARES 8 A4°S CONDUCTED 
MINE CLEARING BO~B DROP ON WHITE BEACHo FOLLOWING BEACH STRIKE, 
ONE A4 USED TO PUT tACTICAL SMOKE ALONG LANDING BEACHQ ~EANWHILE 
EIGHT F4S AND FOUR A4S EXPENDED EIGHT TONS OF BOMBS ON LANDING 
ZONE PREP. DAISY CUTTER EIGHTEEN INCH EXTENSIONS AND VoT~ 

IfAtilE ~!iVS 't~UE R E r· .... > " .. ! .~. 

FUSES WERE USED TO EfFECr ['~A~\nllJiil SHRAPi~EL COVERAGE IN LANDING ZONES 
WITH MINMUM CRATER DAli:AGE o DURING THIS PHASE OF OPERATION, ONE U~lS4l 
ARMY AO...,9-1F PLAWL CPNDICTED loRo N!flSIONS IN OBRECTIV AREAQ 
CONTINUOUS ALERT CAPPED AHA DURING LAYLIGHT HOURS FOR CAS AND TPQ.q;,t0 
MISSIONS AS DIRECTED@ FRO~ 010630H THRU 011800H~ TACTICAL AIRCRAFT 
COMPLETED NINETY ONE SORTIES» ANb EXPENDED THIRTY FOUR TONS BO~BS, 
THREE TONS NAPALM, THIRTY TWO ZUNI PACKS p 3175 ROUNDS 20MM 9 TWO 
M=12, 152 2g75 FFAR~ AIRCRAFT OF MAG ONE SIX COMMENCED ASSAULT 
PHASE WHEN FORTY UHA34DoS LOADED TROOPS AT LANDING ZONE SARDINE 
(eHU LAl) FOR INITIAL WAVE LANDING AT LZ OAK AT 0650H, WHICH"V~S . 
UNOPPOSED~ FOLLOWING INITAL LANDING AI OAK, SIXTEEN ARCRAFT 
PROCEEDEE TO QUAND NGAI TO LIFT ARVN TROOPS INTO LZoS PINE ANDBIRCHo 
REMAINING TWENTY FUR AIRCRAFT CONTINUED l.IFTING UQSQ MARINES !NTO 
BiDOAS& ENE~Y FIRE IN VIC OF LZIJS PINE AND BIRCH DISC 
MODERATE TO INTENSEo FOUR UH""lEoS AND TWO UH=.34JS RECEIVED HITS 
FRO~ GROUND FIRE DURING ASSAULT PHASEo ONE WOUNDED CREWMEN 
EVACUATED TO USS PRINCETONo TWO UH""34DoS ~.ADE FORCED LANDINGS 
WITHIN eMU LAl TAOR DUE. MECHANICAL DIFFICULTIESo UH=31°S UTILIZED 
TO TRANSPORT ENGINES AND SPARE PARTS FROM DANANG TO eMU 1.Al TO . 
EFFECT REPAIRS~ UJi""'E REPORrED SIGHTED SECONDARY EXPLSION IN VIC 
BT 
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INFO R DE NEMI ; CM C 
R HtHQ/CINCPAC '1 . CO ACT 

. R UMF ILl COM SE VE NT H FL. r ~ .u:::l- C-

J 

RUABQl./CG FMF?AClI MAC (FWDGt ~ {' 
ZENlCG THIRD MARD IV Z; . 'Nffl A 0/1 
RUABQLI CG FIR ST MARD IV (FWD~ /10' I,I('-A. 
ZEN/CG NIRST MAW (ADV> :: A o f)- !lin 
RUASQLfCTF SEVEN NINE . !.1" f}tJ 
RllMFUU/CTF SEVEN SIX: ~ WO~j.;. rilt 
,~~~:~g~D~AM~S FORCE ALPHA'; .t: ~1; ~~.!l c;.. 
RUMSVD/CO I CORPS ADV GROUP !1 -'1 

Rl~4SBJ/COMMANDER SECOND AIRDIVlJ5~.~) .. ::. 
:¥MFCE/NVTM/USS PAUL REVERE _._~~f~;' 

;Ef:5 \""1'1 ( .. 'i 

SEC RET SECTION TWO OF SIX SETIONUB <0 

OF' \\.B5 133836} DUR ING ASSAULTQ FOLLOWING ASSAULT 9 EIGHT u~",Ifd S 
RETURNED TO QUANG NGAl; EIGHT REM~INED AT CHU LAX; AND FOURtEEN 
RETURNED TO US PH INCE.!ON FOR ON CALL {vi ISSIONS iN SUPPORT OF 
OPERATION" UH'" u;~ S AI.,.OO REMAINED ON CALL" MAG ONE SIX FLEW BNPT 
O~TIES, AND HAULE l20 PAX AND 604 TONS OF CARGO DURING OPERATION~ 

80 THIRD MARINE DIVISION 
~') COMPANY C~ FIRST EN, NINTH MARINES RECEIVED SMALl. 
14RMS rIRE VIC :1:ST 02S612~ AND KILtED ONE VC BY F!RE !EJ\f1 
FIRE AND MANEUVER" 
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2" COMPANY G~ SECOND BN, N ttlJ"ij fiMI~Er? 'KILLED VC 
.t\F'TER RECE IV ING SMALL ARMS 1'mE V'!t CAT 977673) 0 • 

,3" NO :,MR INE CASUAL! IE S DURING PIRANHA GROUND OPERA! IONSo 
IN On!B:R SECTORS OF III MAF AREA OF OPERATIONS!) 0 ONE USMC KIA 
I~ND TldO W lA SUSTA INEO FROM BOOBY TRAP; PRESSURE fIl IN!!: DEVICESo 
ONE K!A AND ONE WIA SUStAINED FRO~ SMALL ARMS FIREo 
Co F IR'S1' MAR INE AIRCRAFT W ING II OTHER THAN OPERATION 
PIRAHNA~ FIRST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING ACTIVITY CONSISTED OF GCI 
HANDLING 9 AND ASH! OPERATIONS IN II CORPSe ADDITIONALLY TWO 
SUPPORt AND EIGH! Eel') SORTIES WERE FLOWN IN NORTH VIETNAMo 
11Io II! MAT OPERATIONS 
Ao THIRD MARINE DIVISION 
lio HUE ?HU BAl TAORo THIRD BNII FOURTH MARr~I£S CON 
TINUED DEFENSE OF tAORo COND CTED.?ATROLS AND AMBUSHESo 
20 DANANG TAOR 
(!U'THIRD MARINES • 
~ D FIRST BN9 FIRST MAR!NESo. BN CON ZNUED . ..... ... . .... 
PATROL AND AMBUSH AC1f!VHY FORWARD OF MLRo FOUR VC OBSERVED 
VIC (AT 9451~~) AT 010320H AND FIRED UPON BY COMPANY Do VC 
IMMED IA1EL Y BROKE CONTACT e 

" 

r L) .. PAGE'THREE RUMFUAQ A24 SEC R E ! 
1~2} SECOND BN g THIRD MARINESo BN WAS ACTIVE 
THROUGHOUT PER roD CONDUCT ING PATROLS AND AMBUSHES" r 0106j3H 
FOUR VCS CAPTURED VICf)AT 941187)0 
~ m N INrH MAR !NES . 
{~nHHIRsr BN, c 

V MARINESo EN CONTINUED 
TO OCCUpy POSIMVONS SOUTH OF CAU 00 RIVER IN SOUTHEASTPOl1TION 
OF REGIMENTAL tAORo BN CONDUCTED SEVEN PATROLS AND TWO 
AMBUSP S AND ESTABLISHED THREE LISTENING POSTSo COMPANY C 
CONDuctED SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION IN AREA OF KHAI TAY 
(THREE) p (8T 048639) 0 AT 010930H CO~F'ANY REeE IV£D SMALL ARMS 
FIRE FROM (B1' 02861~U" two FIRE TEAMS MANEUVERED TO AREA AND 
SAYI MAN RUNNING ALONG VINH D'IEN RIVERo SHOT MAN AND RECOVER<=, 
ED HIS BODYo 
~2) SECOND BN p NINTH MAR INESo BN eON! INUED . . .. . . . .. 
1'0 OCCUpy DEFENSIVE pasrr IONS soutH OF CAU DO R !VER AND PROVIDED 
SECURlTY FOR l'tSG AMMO DUM.P~AT 9g8733~ II RAIt.ROAD BRIDGE AND WATER 
FOINT(AT 998101JQ SEVEN PATROLS p FOUR AMBUSHES, FIVE lISTENING 
POSTS AND TWO SCOUT SNIPER TEAMS SENT OU! DURING PERIODo AT 
06~9H~K DAYLIGHT PATROL RETURNING TO COMPANY Bi'S POSITION 
RECE INCZJVN UJSR rorGHCUOATU, t2~3 UOO?ZZEPD 1° =9&« 92&84 
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)?GCPVDUJT F'CPDPUIIHIKUVDAXHDKL YH'; 

r. .. 

r' ;: 

t~ 

P$i"# ( PQV;~AR lX10 
QQ' 

R'@!iXOfi:~91ij"f,8N'ElaMXBZBGM tIT JX?T IWQL GS AUALCMHKJ~VPSQLSf~ 
'GHQIJR . __ 

, TAKN UPB QEZOUZSEDOtUi3KREALT&I?ADn.TOXTE CU 
MU'fAHY ASQSSXS'\{UZCC ~ll _. _ . 
IXROKG" 1QYKEHMVKLT EYDSOMDUNYSXYIi1 u",,"'/J$}4;0S" IRSMN Q EDLSDXl~oo"'? 2(2) SDC 

i 
t TO WEST OF DEFENSIVE RO~,ITIONSo 
~: (;n THIRD BN9 Tr!IRD MARlNESo COMPAWf L REMAINED 
i~-· !N POSITION ON RIGHT .FLANK OF FIRST BN!, SEVENTHMARINES MtRe 
&. '~:CmiJPANY 19 THIRD BN FOURTH MARINES ATTA~YED TO TH!RD B~9 TH~RD 
~. \.j MAR !NES ,REAR) OCCUPIED LEFT FLANK O~ FIR ST BN, SEVENTH MAR J.NES 
~" 
h 

l 
ii • 
~ 
~: 

~. --

f. 

POSITlONSo COMPANY I, TH1RD Bll, THIRD MARINES CONDUCTED SeARCH 
AND D£STROY OPERAT!ON EAST OF SONG TRA BONG RIVERo At 011330H 
PATROL SUSTAINED ONE KIA VIC <BT ~26014) FROM VC SMALL ARMS FIREQ 
AT 01l600H COMPANY SUSTAINED 13NE vHA FROM SPORADIC SMALL. ARMS FIRE" -
(4) CO 0 9 THIRD TANK BNa :9,$1:53$ I&t FIRES 
AT TAROETS VIC (o1RTOrt AND (BS 469sn. EXPENDING tWENTY ROUNDS" 
(5) CO Bil THIRD REroN BNo TCON!INUED OPERATION 
TO NORTH OF tAOH VIC ~BT4416}Q 
(3) SEVINTH MARINESo CONTINUES EXECUTION OF OPERATION 
PlltANHAo " ~_ 
(C) ARTIL.lERY BN GROUPo DURING PERIOD BATTERIES 
CONDUG1'ED FORY FOUR H&l MISSIO(>1Sp 'THREE PREPARATION MISSIONS, 
AND E ISH! OBSERVED M rSSIONS~ EXPENDING 535 POUNDSo 
(OJ tWELFTH MARINESo FIRED THREE REGISTRATION, TWO 
UN'OBSE:RVED p AND U 6 H&! M ISSIONSo AMMO EXPE NDED: GQPUMM II FOUR 
R15;;NDS HE; i05Mr1tJ 304 ROUNDS HE\) ONE ROUND WPo 
(E) THIRD RECON BNo :9COM?ANY D CONDUCTED RECON OPER= 
AT!ON ALONG ROUTE FOURTEEN TO ItS JUNCTION WITH RAll.RAD AT tAT 
992515)0 COMPANY A CONDUctED RECON OPERATIONS 
V IC DONG DEN MOUN!A IN" H& S' COMPANY MANNED ESTAS= 
8T 
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F ZEN/CG THIRD MARDIV 
~, RUABgUCG FIRST MARDIV (F~~D) 
i. ZEl':fI CG F I RSl MAW (ADV) 
r' ilUABQLGXCTF SEVEN NINE 
i RUMFUU/CTF SEV EN SIX 
r' RUCKYM/CMDT MCS 
F RUMSABlCG TASK FORCE ALPHA 
F .KMUMSVD/CO I CORPS ADV GROUP r ;R'JMSBJlCO~lMANDER SECOND AIRDIV 
i' RUt'lFCElNVtM/USS PAUL REVERE 1'. el1' 
~. 01. 

~, SEC R ZilT SECTION THREE 0."" SIX 
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~' 
;; 

~ 

t.1SHEU Of' Ai (A'1' 95So'f45i Q AT 0't1000H CO~PANY D REPORTED ONE ROUN+:2 
OF SMALl. ARMS FIRE VIC <: BT 030575)" INDICATED THAT C(l\lPANYc~ ~ =.;;r 
MISS!ONS HAD BEEN COM?RO~!SEDe C~PANY WAS DIRECTED TO SECURE.. ;: .. A 
MISSION AND RETURMDTO CP AT 071 200M" o.~E MINOT USMC I All WAS t;:: ~ 
SlJSTA!NEDc DID NOT REQUIRE EVACUATIONo 

" 0, 
s; 

r" 

~ . 
~ 

~GR eF) THIRDHBN9 CONTINUED CO~BAr E~GINEER SUPPORT 
OF DIVISIONS UNITSI> 

____ un SEVENTH ENGINEER 3M, ASS!GNED f'ROQECTS CONTINUE 
( ~s SCHEnULED. 
'-----' 
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(H) BASE DEFENSE c(l.lMimri~ -T!1HW BN" NINTH MARINES.., 
CONTINUED TACTICAL DEFENSE Of DANANG AIRFIELD PREIMETER* 

ilo SU~fil ARY 
(A) MAJOR UNIT ACTIO~S: O?ERArI~l PIR~~HA 

(l)- TYPE OF' O?ERATICN: AMPH!BIOUS ASSAULT 
(2),\REA OF OPEATIONt QUAf>iG NGAl. EAST OF NORTH 

SOUTH GRID liNE CBS 72)0 SOUTH OF EAST WEST GRID LINE (99 90) AND 
NORTH OF EAST t,EST LINE CBS 81 >0 

(.:5) UNITS PARTICIPATING: HUVN SEVENTH MARINE 
REGIMENT; FIRST BN, SEVENTH MARINES; THIRD BN, SEVENTH !\lARINESo 
AND ATTACHMENTSG tHE THIRD BN, THIRD MARINES IS IN FLOATING RESERVEo 

XL TIME OF COMMENCEMENT: 0706301{ 
(5) TIME OF TERMINATIONs CONTI~UING 
(6) RESULTS: . 

FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSAC 
KI At NONE KI1.1..ED: FOUR 

0, 'HA: ONE VCSg FORTY NINE r , , -- 1 MAS 36 R.IFLE TAt 
t \,--,,' ,HJ CAR'I'RI DGE BELT 

(B) SMALL UNIT ACONSI 

(1) NIGHT CONTACTSC ONE 
(2) DAY CONTACTS3 SEVEN 
(3) TOTAL CONTACTS: EIGHT 
(4) ACTION WITHout CONTt~C!S: 

HV ( 5) BOX SCORES 
PROVINCEI DATEI 
COORDINATES TIME ACTION-
QUANG T!N 061805H PATROL 
(sr 450070) 
QUANG TIN 010805H PATROL 
(aT 4'1052) 
QUANG TINE 01102'H PATROL 
(ST 451059) 
QUANG NGAI 071330H PATROLHE 
(BT 62(014) 
QUANRUNGAI 011600H PATROL 
(BT (25022) 
QUANG NAM 070613H PATROL 

_ (AT 91£1787) 
CJf~UANG NAM 0619~0H PATROL 

SEVENTY SIX 

FRIENDLY UNITI 
LOSSES 

e/l/4 
WIA«> 1 
C/I/I.! 

DOW""l g \~IAc>l 
CI/L! 
NONE 
I 1£3/3 
KIA""l 

'!I3/3 
WIA e l 

H/2/3 
NONE 
8/2/9 

ENE£;j Y UN IT I 
LOSSES ' 
UNKNOWN 

NCINE 
UNKNOWN 
NONE 

. UNKNOWN 
KIA=2 

UNKNOWN 
NONE 

UNKNOtiN 
NONE. 
UNKNOWN 

IJCS""4 
UNKNOWN 
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CAT 91'16'3, 
QUANG N,~1 
CST 030~15) 

07J000H 
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NONE . 
DX3D RECON 
WIAAI 

So FI{ST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING 
10 M{H,; ONE ' 

yes"" KIA a l 
UNKNOWN 
NONE 

(A) M~CS NINE0 UNITS AT eMU LAl ANn HUE PHU BAl CONDUCTED 
SIXTY REPmTED TRACKSI'I SEVENTY :::IGHT D£~lGNATED TRACKSj/ TWENTY 
GCI/GCA HA~1) OFfSQ T\>/EN'I'i tHREE ASIt DEF'ARTUrlES p 1.'WEt.:TY THa£E 
PARROT CHEC:S g rw HOSTILE OPERATIONSo SEVENTY FIVE PERCENT OF .. 
tHEIR EQIIPM;NT IS OPERATING AND NINETY PERCENT OF CAMP IS COMPLETEDM 

(2) ~AS~ TWOQ TM AYHT AT CHU LAl AND ONE AT PLEIKU 
CONtROLLED TW~NTY ONE A4 SORTIES IN I AND II CORPS AREA9AN lURe> 
BORNE DASC BE\'ANE OPERATIONAl. AT 070520H REMAINING FOR 
NINE HOURS IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION PIRANHAQ THIS AIRBORNE DASC 
CONTROLl.ED sori HELICOPTERS AND FIXED WING AIRCRAFt IN OBJECTIVE 
AREAM 

(C) FIRST .• AAM BNG CONDUCTED .FOUR AWF EXERCISES, 
two SUCCESSFUL J4 ENGAGE~ENTS AND TWO SUCCESSFUL F~104RIADSQ 
rOTAL LOSS OF CC~MUNICATIONS AND LACK or SUFFICIENT PLOTS 
PRECLUDED ENGAGEI1ENTS OF TARGEt AIRCRAF1 0 

PAGE rIVE RUMFUAQ 125 SEC RET 
2Q ~AG ONE ONEe FLEW TENTY TWO SORTIES AND DROPPEBO 

THIRTY TWO TONS OF BONBSQ DURING Ii FLANINS ARRml PHSSION TWO 
PILOTS REPORTED DAHAG! ASSESSl':ENT OF SEVEN STRUCTURES DES'rR·OYED 
AND TWO SECONDARY EXPLOSIONSo TUENTY SEVEN SO!iTIES FLOWN IN 
SUPPORT OF OPERATION PIHANHAV TWELVE LANDING ZONE PREPS AND· FIFTEEEN 
CLOSE AIR SUPPORT IHS~HONS¢. hOr.H3S USED IN PREP WERE EQUIPPED 
WITH EIGHTEEN INCH EXTENSION DAISY CUTTERSo TlllO F4B Q S ESCORtED 
EF""10(6°S TO NORTH VIETNAN ON AN IRON HAND AND SIX SORTIES FOR ROLLING 
rHUNDER~ .,~,,-,-

3 0 MAG ONE !WOQ FLEW SEVENTY SORTIESo.ONE BUNKER f rIVE 
STRUCTURES DESTROYED AND THREE STRUCTURES DAMAMGED WERE REPORTEDo 
TWO SMOKE CONTAINERS USED DURING OPERATION PIRANHA ANBQLAZY 
DOGS USED AT WHITE BEACHo FOUR AR~S PROVIDED LANDING ZONE 
PREINWITH vr FUSESG TPQ$10 SORTIES WERE FLOWN THROUGHOUT NIGHT 
AND EARLY MORNING HOURS IN SUPPORT OF CHU LAl AND PLEIKU ASRTSg 

49 MAG ONE SIXQ FLEW 446 SORTIES AND CARRIED Q393 PASSENGERSv 
LARGE PORTION OF SORTIES WERE IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION 
PIRANHI\Q ONE: CREW ltiEMBER WAS WIA DURING OPRDVION PIRANHA WHEN 
UH"'lE HIT BY GROUND FIREo AIRCRAFT 'CONTINUED TO DESTINATION 
at 
R£~RODUCTION OF THIS DOCUMENT IN WHOLE OR IN PART IS PROHIBITED EXCEPT WITH PERMISSION OF THE ISSUING OFFICE 
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F ! NF 0 RUEC E'Vl1 Cf'iC t:- RUHLHQ/CINCPAC eo-- ACT 
~<- RUMFULlC~SEVENTH FLT ~ /I c 
~ RUA9QVCG FMF'PACI I ~AC (F'4D) ~ tUFO 
• ' ZEN/CG THIRD ~ARDIV _. '" 
t" ,- ,RUABgL/CG FIRST MARDIV (F'ID) Ct\l'1!()! /JIJII r ~iZEN/CG FIRST ~lAW (ADV)UR/ld f)... /l7'fi 
!:; RUABgVCTF SEVEN NINE = LJ(/" Al/)_ 
;" RijII1FUU/CTF SEVEN SI!'1. -" 17 .) rl-
i.,- RUCKYM/m'lDT !V!CS ~/J. OCf·dJdJ f 
f RUMSAB/CG TASK FORCE ALPHA f"'1 ,t{J:I A 
~" ~JMSVD/CO I CORPS ADV GROUP 4:J / Jlf.;!% 6-t RUMSBJ/COMMANDER SECOND AIRDIV eo jls,; . r RUMFCElNVTM/USS PAUL REVERE~f!j~ . 

F r E C' 1t T SECTION FOUROt SIX sEctIOi\lS ~y:;~;z:~ r' A~D RE~4 MEM8ER liAS TAKEN 10 USS ?RINCETON ANOTHER UNolE !:::: ::.~~; 
1', HIT NEAR LA~DING ZONE ?I~E BU"! LANDED SAFETYL A!DESTINATIONM ~t'/7 
t, T'#O UH-34D SUFFERED ENGH1E F' Al LURESo BOTH LANDED !N SECURE MEMf' 
~ AND REPAIRS ARE UNDERWAYo MAG THREE SIX CH=37 DELIVERED 

ENGINES AND PARTS TO EFFECT REPAIRc TWO ARVNS WOUNDED I·~ 
HELICOr.TER DURING ASSAULT PHASE OF OPERATION PIRANHA. 

"-30270 

59 MAGl''tHR1tE SIX. V!I10 SIX CO~PLET£D DA'iN/DUSK PATROLS 
FOR BOTH eMU LAI TAOR AND DA.~ A~G TAOR~ PROV IDED HELO MED FJI AC AND 
ESCORT; AND VMO SIX PILOTS FLE1~ EIGHT SORTIES WITH liMO TWO H~ sup ... 
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PAGE Ti~O RU"'tF'UAQ 1 ~6 SEC RET 
PORT OF OPERATION PIRtWHA. liMO SIX AIRCRAFT ARE NOT AR~OR PLATED 
AS YET A~D ARE NOT READY FOR COMBAT'M!SSIONSo ~AG THRE€ SIX UH=34D 
FLE'~ 103 ,SORTIES, CARRIED 181 PASSENGERS :AND HAULED trllO POINT FIVE 
TONS OF CARGO IN SUPPORT OF f.lORMAL OPERATI~So HMM THREE SIX THREE 
ASSUMED ~ED EVAC AT BOTH DAVANG A~D eMU LAlo THREE EVACUATIONS 
W!!RE C(J!I1PLETED AT DAN AN 6, INCLUDING ARVN. 'IIA AND KlAo WHILE ON 
MED EVAC AT eHU LA!, HELD 3USTAINED THREE HITS BZLIEVED FRO~ 
AUTCJt1 Aile t"EAPO~S FIRE.. RESUPPLY FI GHtS PROV! "" 
DED FOR THIRD AND NI~TH MARINES AT DANANG A~D FOURTH MARINES 
AT eMU LAI" 

, 60 V~GR 00£ FIVE TT400 PROVIDED AIRBOR~E DASC WITH IN 
FLIGHT REFUELING CAPABILITIESo 
OTHER KC';t 30 PROVIDED NOR!fiAt LOGISTIC SUPPORT BETWEEN HUE PHU BAI, 
eHu LA1' AND DANANG" 
Va PLA~S SUMMARY ;;.;:-' 

J,,' Ao THIRD MARINE DIVISION INTENTIONS 
i. ··~:·io HUE PHU BAl lAORo ,THIRD BfI1~ FOURTH 'ARINES 'iILtCON." 
~ \·-.-/·TINU~ TO DEF£ND PHU BAI VITAl.. AREA WITH .THREE COi'IJPANIESe Ctl'1PANY 
!; l( -l!Il.L ASSU~'£ MISSION OF AIRFIE1.D DEFE~SEQ O~E PLATOOt'J tilLL OCo 
l~ CUPY OP ON HILL 2250 ,CO"1?ANIES'~ AND L lAIL1.. CONTINUE TO CO~DUCT 
i-;;, 
i:'~ 

r~ 

, , 
~ I I 
~ "-..J 

l 
~ . 
t • 

>-r-o _ _ '" 

PATROLS IN ASSIGNED AREASo BATT 
lION HAS PLANNED SEVEN AMBUSHES 

. DURING NIX! tWENTY FOUR HOUR PERIODQ 
20 DANANG TAOR Q 

(1\) THIRD ltlARINES . . ' .' ....,.... 
(1) FIRST BN, FIRS! Ct.AR INESo WILL CONT INUE TO .. 
UTILIZE ONE PLATOON EACH .FROfoi COl"iPANY C AND COI';PANY D TO CONDUCT 
PATROL OPERATIONS IN FRON1' OF I\:LF~O' COMPANY D \HU .. CONTINUE TO 
OPERATE FRO~j ITS PATROL BASEG M~BUSHES "JILL BE ESTABl.ISHED ON 
LIKELY AVENUES OF OPPROACH INTO BATTALION POSITIONS~ BATTALION 
WILL CONDUCT SIX A~BUSHES DURING NEXT TWENTY FOUR HOUR PER!ODo 
(2) SECOND BN» THIRD MARINESo WILL CONTINUE 
TO MAINTAIN ONE PLATOON EACH FROM COMPANIES EN F AND G PATROLLING 
FROM BASES ON BOTH SIDtS OF ~SRo COMPANY F WILL COMMENCE THRE 
AY PLATOON SIZE PATROL AT 071930H TO INCLUDE GRID SQUARES (AT 
9015)9 (AT 9076)j (AT 8916) AND (AT 8875)c B 

ITALION HAS SEVEN 
AMBUSHES PLANNED FOR NEXt tWENTY FOUR HOUR PERIOD~, 
(8) NINTH MARINES 
(U FIRST 8N, NIN1'H MARINESo WILL CONT INU£ TO . , 
OCCUpy POSITIONS SOUTH OF DANANG AIRBASE AND SOUTH OF CAU m. +1IVERQ 
IN NEXT TWENTY FOUR HOUR PERIOD_o BATTALION PLANS TO. SEND OUT ,~''OUR 
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ATfiOLS o 1id'If AMBUSHES ~ AND ESTABLISH FOUR LISTENlNG: 1'051'0 
2):;EC01~D BN, NINTH MARINESM WILL ,Q£jNT!NUE 

'lJ OI~CUpy POSITIONS SOUTH OF CAU DO lHVER AND PROVIDE SECURITY FOR 
~.S6AM~Q DUM? (AT 99133), RAILROAD'BRIDGE AND WATER POINT AT 
K' .. T ~19168 n 0 AND ENGINEER ELEl>:ENTS IN DUONG SON(ONE) AT CAT 997 
€~7)~, FOUR COMBAT PATROl.S g FOUl-i ANBUSHES p FIVE LISTE~lING POSTS AND 
T}'r1EE SCOUT/SNIPER TEAKS PLANNED FOR NEXT TWENTY FOUR HOURSo COM.., 
pey r WILL CONTINUE TO OCCUpy BLOCKING POSITIONS vre HA DONG 
<: A 1 S;111(44) 0 

KG.) nlIRD AT BNt) CILl. CONTINUE NORMAL CP OPERATIONS 
10 'lWtuDE TRAINING AND IMPROVEMNT OF DEFERSrVE POSltIONSG 
(D) 'THIRD RECON bN Q CO~PANY A WILL COMMENCE RIVER 
SHO~~ REI;ONNAISSANCF. OF CA DE RIVER AT 080800H FROM CAl' 865 
854j TO (AT 89182$1)0 COCt.iPANY A WILL CONTINUE -OPERATIONS AT DONG 
DE H,MOUNTAINo HAND S COMPANY WILL. CONTINUE KOPERATIONS AT OP 
HOTEl (AT 959145)0 
CE) 1lRST AMTRAC BNo WILL CONTINUE OPERATIONS IN 
SUPP(RT OF THIRD AND NINTH ~ARINESQ 
3 g C}J LAl TAOR 

-(A) l")uRTM MARINES\) EXTENSIVE DEEP PATROLLING ACTIONS. 

i~ - - -!II'" - -- ~ -~-- ---- . -.~-- ----;.-;,~,. -.-'-, 

!~ ~ \_-}>-, PAGE FlVER!J£\lFUAQ 126 SEC R T , . - '~ . -.' _J, 

t vllLL So' CONtINUED I} WITH Eli,PHASIS ON NORTHWESTERN AND SOUTH£RN SEC"" 
~" TIONS (,1' TAOR o CO~iPANY Bll THIRD RECON BN WILL CONTINUE OPERATION 
tNORTH 07 TAOR~ VIC (BT 4416)0 
[ KBL SEV.'NTH ~iARINES/il tHLL CONtiNUE WITH SECOND PHASE 
~L . Of OPER!~T ION PIRANHA 0 

1;':, 4~ DURUn NEXT TWENTY FOUR HOURS UNITS OF THIRD MARINE 

~. 

[ 
~-
t.· 
Ie 
~". 

! 
L 
~.~~ 
ii .. r .. 
t,·· .. 
~ 

DIVISION WILt CmmUCT SIXTY ONE PArROtS AND ESTABLISH TWENTY FO 

AMBUSHES, 
B<o F!RST 11ARINE AIRCRAFT WING INTENTIONS 
1 ~ MAG ON:! SIX Q LOG 1ST IC 9 HELO/CAP, RECONcpHOTOGN SPOT, 
ESCORT AND AO/TAO/ReN a. OPERATION PIRANHA 
2@ MAG ONE ONE 0 GROUND ALERT, BLUE BLAZER, HElO CAP AND 

.TPQo 10 Q 

~~ MAG ONE TWO. BLUE BLAZER, GROUND ALERT, HELO CAP, AND 
INtERDICTHINo 
V (Jl MOVE[~EN'J' STATUS 
A~ MAG ONE SIX {REAR)c ETA DANANG RE~AINS 12SEP~ 
Bill SECOND 1 .. A A£'tl BN ... ETA REMAINS 12SP eMU LAl 
Cs MAG THREE SIAo CONT !NUES TO OFFLOAD eMU I.Alo 
VI~ CIVIC ACTION 
BT 

R 
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00 RUECEM 
DE RUMFUAQ 127 2510046 
ZNY SSSSS 
Z 0 08004& ZYT 
FM CG III OCAF 
TO RUMSl'lA/CO{\,iUSr~ACV 
RUHPG/CG FMFPAC 
INFO RUECEM/CfilC 
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SECRET 
(When fill ed in) 

RUHLXQ/CINCPAC 
RU~FUL/COMSEVENrH FLf 
RUABQL/CG F~FPAC/I ~AC (FWD) 
ZEN/CG THIRD MARDIV 
RUABQL/CG FIRST tARDIV (FWD) 
ZEN/CG FIRST ~AW(ADV) -
RUABQL/CTF SEVENNINE 
RUMFUU/CrF SVEN SIX 
RUCK~/C~~DT l"ICS 
RUMS~B/CG TASK FORCE ALPHA 
C !) :1...' C tJ«P.s: ~,()(I (;.-/" -:) ..... fJ 
;' ~ . . 
RUMSBJ/COMMAND£R SECOND AIRDIV 
RUMFCE/NVTM/USS'PAUL REVERE 
ST . 
SEC RET SECTION FIVE OF SIX SECTIONS 

A CAM NE 
QQ P~AQTQ MOVED FROM 

HOUSE TO MOUSE REQUESTING VILLAGERS r~AKE ALLOtJT 
EFFORT WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS TO CLEAR THIER LAND Of 
BRUSH WHICH PRESENTLY OFFERS HIDING/SNIPING POSITIONS 
FOR ve. 

2& ABOUT FIFTY VILLAGERS FILED CLAI~So 
VILLAGE CHIEF ADRESSED 'EHEN A_r.1DDl$TRISUTED~o~o_~' _~"_~ __ ' ____ ~ ___ ~~~ __ ~_~~, 
OPERATION HANDCLAS? CLOTHING ... OTH£R CLOTHING WILL -- - - -
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BE GIVEN OUT Q0SEPT65 AT ANNUAL·MID<=>AUrUtf.N FESTIVALo 
1130 PERSONS EXPECTED TO ATTEND CELEBRATION AT VILLAGE 
HEADQUARTERS SITEo PLANS BEING MADE TO PROVIDE 
COOKED RICE AND 000K1E5Q . 

30 PROVINCE CHIEf APPROVED DISTRIBUTION OF 
RELIEF SSo HE WILl. SUPERVISE DISTRIBUTION 
IN NEXT 20 3 DAYS~ 

30 tWENTY ONE VILLAGERS TREATED IN CAM Nt 
(6) THREE ADULTS (TO MALE, ONE FEMALt) AND 

·.EIGHTEEN CHILORENo 
So HUE rHU 8Al TAOR~ THID EN, FOURTH ~ARIN -GAVE ~EDICA[ 
TRAT~ENT TO 115 PEOPLE AT THU PHU <YD 905125)~ 

ee DANANG TIlOR'll 

. . •• 

~"- I" THIRD MARINES ........... ... _ ......... . 
(/} . ..... .... . _ ... _. 

) EIRS! BN El FIRS! !'~ARINESQ EIGHTY FIVE PEOPLE GIVEN.. .. 
MEDICAL rREAr~ENTo BN EISTRIBUTED TWENTY ZIPPERS TO FA~ILIES WITH 
SEWING MACHINES IN VIL1..AGEOF PHUOC HUNG _(AT 917127) AND 
DISTRIBUTED THiRTEEN CASES CANNED NEAT AND VEGETABLES TO_ .NEEDY F FAMILIES OF AP DAI LACAT 923744)0 ARRANGEMENTS MADE TO HOLD SICK 

• - CALL EERY WEDNESDAY AT VILLAGE Of LA CHAU(QNEL_ (AT_~4A681)9 
~ ~; -'" 

r;' 
~+ 

u 

"'-.10270 

PAGE THREE RUMFUAQ 121 SEC RET 
(8) SECOND 8N, THIRD fr.ARINESo MARINE DROM~C.oMPANY. 

F IS HOLDING INSTRUCTION SIX HOURS A WEEK IN ENGtI H FOR PEOPLE 
·FROM PHU THUONG KAT 905760)0 119PEOPLE GIVEN MEDICAL TREAtMENT 
BY BN, THIRTY BAGS OF CE~ENr DELIVERED TO HOA LOCVILLAGE .CHIEF 
FOR CONST . " . 

UCTION OF RICE STORAGE BINQ 
2" NINETH MARINES .. .. 

(A) FIRST BN" NINTHMARINESo SIXTY ONE PEOPLE GIVE 
MEDICAL TREATMENTo BN ISPLANNING OPERATION TO PROVIDE 
SECURITY FOR RICE HARVEST IN ITS AREAo 200 FOOT EXPANSION 
BRIDGE OPENED AT MOA HAl {ST 072709)0 ORIGINAL BRIDGE DSTROYED 
OVER TWO VEARS AGOo 

(B) FIRST BN, NINTH MARINESQ SIXTY ONE POPLE elVN 
MEDICAL TREATMENto 

30 THIRD - - .. .._- .. -- -- ._-". 

NTITANK BN~ FORTY n~o PEOPl.E RECEIVED MEDICAL 
TREATMENT AT YEN BAC (AT 985708)(> 

4g THIRD TANK BN, 100 PEOPLE GIVEN MEDICAL TREATMENT AT 
HAMLET OF PHONGBAC (ONE)" 

5~ THIRD AMTRAC BN p FIFTY FIV PEOPLE RECEIVED ~ED!CAL 
TREA TMEN1' () 

60 DlVISION CNR5 OFFICER Q Q4000 POUDS OF PROJEct 

fl£T"lODUCTION or TIHS DOCUMf::NT IN WHOLE OR IN PART IS PROHIBITED EXCEPT WITH PEf<fl.flSSION OF TI~E ISSUING ·OFFICE 
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SECRET 
HANDCLfj'sJ5 SUPPLIES WILL BE (~g;f\{rfh\tkD TO PHU BAI g DANANG g 
AND eMU LAl TAORS p 30~ BARS OF SOM GIVEN TO. NINTH MARNES FOR 
DEL IVf;RY TO PEOPLE OF CA~ NE 0 

1Q SEVENTH ENGINEER B~lN DISPENSA;iY WAS SET 'UP IN DA 
PHOUC V 

LLAGE IN AoMo AT 071135H OPEf1ATIONS KOVED TO BUDDHIST 
SECTOR 0 ' 

8" THIRD BN If NINTH MARINES" BN r~~,D rEA~~ ASSISTEj) AND 
ADVISED PERSONNEL AT MOA VANG DISPENSARY, TREATING SEVENTY 
CIVILIANSo COMPANY L CORPSl"iAN TREAI'ED 232 SCHOOL CHILDREN AT 
AU HOA Ql P}HMARU. '(SKIN DISEASESt;; GI~fE pr:RSONAl. HEGIENE INSTRUCTIONSo 

Do eMU LAl TAORo 
10 FIRST EN, FOURTH MARINESQ BN CIVIC ACTION TEAM TREATED 

110 PEOPl.E AT ViLLAGE OF XUAr1 TRUNG (ST 5190900 TWO DOZEN KITES 
GIVEN TO VILLAGE OFFICIALS FRO~ PENISULA OF KY HA FOR DISTRIBUTION 
TO CHILDREN OF AREA ON TEN SEPTEtr.f,ER" VIETNAMES MID AUTUMN 
HOLIDAY" 

2~ SECOND SNt FOURtH ~ARfNtSCj 
KA) AT 010900HOEL g CG I CORPSb CS III MAF g CG 

SECOND ARV DIVISION~ ADC THIRD ~ARDIVo CIS III ~AF, REGIMENTAL 
COMNANDER FOURTH MARINES, REPRESENTATIVES OF USOM AND JUSPAO 
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Z 0 080045 Z ZYT I. 

t .~ ~~M~;~ci~uS~ACV ;> 
, 0 RUHPGF'RCG FMF PAC 
~ INFO RUECE~1ICf1fC 

RUHLHQ/CINCPt\C 
RUMFUL/COMSEVENTH Nt! 
'RUABQUCG FMFPACI I !+JAC (Ft~D) 
ZEN/CG THIRD ~RDrV 
RUAB~LlCG FIRST MARDIV (FWD) 
Z~N/CG FIRST MAW {ADV) 
RUAa~LlCTF SEVEN NINE 
RUMFUU/CTFPEVEN SIX 
RUCKY"'/ C:4 DT M CS 
RU~SAB/CG TAS~ FORCE ALPHA 
RUMSVD/CO I CORPS AOV 'RKOU? 
RUMSBJ/COMMANDER SCOND AtHDIV 
RUMFCE/NVTM/USS PAUL REVERE 
3T 
SEC R E r FINAL SECT! 01lJ OF SIXSECTIONS 
INFANTRY DIVISION (ARVN) BEGAN OPERATION tA~ SON 
194 AT 070400 H AUGo !N AREA T~~NTY K~ N O:tTHWEST OF 
HUE, THIRDHZN, THIRD RSGI~E~Tt FIRST BN, FIRST 
RgGIMENT AND DIV!SION MOBILE STRIKE FORCE (BLACK PAN~ 
THEqSHO) ARE C~~DUC1IN9 SEARCH AND DESTROY BRERATIONS~ 
AREA BOUNDED BY COORD (YD 5036, YD 6128, YD 5521 AND 
PD 4~~$)4i rOUR VC KI A, SEVE~ VC AND Tti10 WE!~TQ'lJS CAPTURED. 
t. OPERATION THUA rHIE~ 130 TERMINATED AT ; 

~ L, 061630H SEP ivITHOIJ! FRIENDLY LOSSll THREE VC KIA, 

l REProDUCTION OF THIS DOCUMENT IN WHOLE OR IN PART IS PROHfBfiED EXCEPt WITH PERMISSION -OF THE!5Sl.!ING bFF!CE· 
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~E '4EJ\,PON CAPTUREDq 

Co QUANG NA~ PROVINCE: QUANG NA~ SPECIAL SECTOR 
OPERATIO~ QUYT THANG t0/N CONTr~UES WITH SHARP VC 
CONTACTe ELEVENTH RANGER B~ SUFFERD THIRTY NINZLWIA 
A"iD T~iEt.VE KI A AT 071415H SE?" ACT! ON TOOK PLACE 
NSAR (B'T 004585"'2 VC EMPLOYED 81MM TflORTARS, LIGHT 
~ACHINE GUNS, AND SMALL RMSo~SMC Fo49 JETS PROVIDED 
I"1!'ilEDIATE COMSE AIR IP?ORT AGAINST VC CONCNTRATIO~o 
NO K~O\'N ENEMY LOSSESJ ' 
to FIRST BN FIFTH REGI'1ENT, SECOND !NFANTRY 
DIVISION (~KJRVN> O'fGAN CLVEARI~G OP!RATIONS THIRTY 
Kr-1 SOUTH Or- DAN ANGle CLARANCEAND PACIFICA!! i'l'J ACTa> 
IVITIES BEGAN VIC (8T 1?,4S) AT 070730H SEPoR 

DQ QUANG TIN PROVINCE: OPERATIONS LI~ITED TO 
SMALL UNIT PATROLS ECURI!Y ACTIVITIESGMV 

~. 11) OPERATION QUYET THANG 315 TR:'1INATED AT 
~': __ ' ·NX051530 ~ 
[,:~ -Eo LU 
F .. XG NGAI PROVINCE: COND aN FOURTH 11EGTGN 
fc_ \"-../' '·~SECON.D INFANTRY DIVISION AND THIRD RV~ MARINE BN 

COORDINATED \fITH '1: 110 USMC BNSIN CONDUCTING 

~ . 

PAGE THREE RUMFUAQ 128 SEC R T 
OPERATION LIEN KET EIGHTQ O?RATIO~ TAKING PLACE 
Of.) AN KY AND CAP BATANGAN PENINSULA 'ft~EMW,( K~ NORTH EAST 
OF QUANG NGAla USMC FORCES BEGAN LANDING AT . 
070630H BY HELICOPTER AND A~?HI9IOUS LANDING CRAFTQ 

VIETNAMESE BN FOLLOWgD BY HELICOPTER LANDIFK ON tTOSRC 
AT (as 7'281 AND 135748 Po SECOND BN FOURTH REGIMENT . 
MtT VC RESISTINCE N~A'R (as 735785)0 CONTACT 
CONTINUESQ THIRD RVN MARINES HAD LIGHT C~~TACT 
I~MEDI f\TILY UPON LANDING REPORT CONTINUED S~AtL ARMS FIR&. 
A~VN LOSSESg rl,~o KIA9 EIGHTEEN \lilA.., VCLOSSZSz 
EIGHT K!A9 t l,t1I!:LVE WEAPONS A~D THREE VCC«I 
1. QuYE! THANG NINETY FOUR CONTI~UES WITH 
LIGHT VC CONTACT", TtAJO ARVN !.iIA 'lEAR CBS 57272t.;)Q 
T1tlO VC KIA? ONE veGo 
F~ FOUR us AIR SORTIES AGAI~ST !MMEDIATE AIR 
REQUEST TARGETS IN I CORPS ZINE~ UNKNOWN NU~i3ER 
NAVAL GUNFIRE M!SS!ONS F.IRED IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION 
LIEN KET EIGHT tBS 1880)0 
\FIIIo StATUS OFHJOADS AND RAItROADSQ NO CHANGE 
X!o Flt1l5 COVERAGE 

.. 
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~ 

D 
TE FEE:r 

6SE? $:\ .400 

Jo~.u£L/J r'iWVUC"" 

T10N NU'1 Bi-:R 
3D.,,35.,,47.,,65 PATROL A 

CO 1/4 CHU' 
l.A! AREA 

VU.tAGE OF 
_ TIEN XUANl 

X", AMINlSTRATtVE . 
. ~ !1Y NEXT SIiRE? DUE 081800HSE?iEMBER 1965 
~ DO NOT SERVICE THIS MESSAGE; FOtl.01lf UP 
AIR MAIL COpy TO ALL ADDEESc 
G?""it 
13T 

COURIER 
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• CONFIDENTIAL • 
VV CWM646 

00 RUEGEM 
ZNY ceccc ZF~ RUEKDA 
RIJECNI ~tWY Jil.AG PLOT 
RIJECEMI SMC cor~D CENTER 

-F'CA074 
·00 RUEP\~1.1 RUE HeR. 
ZNY cecce ZFH2 
rOACN318 
TELECON ItEM 
o 080925Z 
FM MACV 
TO NMCC 
INFO CI :JCPAC 
Sf 
CONFIDENTIAL 

(When filled In) 

10 OPERATIO~~ OPEHATIO~~ CONTINUES \HTH ~O FURTHER 
CONTACT REPORTED AS OF 081600H .. ARVN FORCES IN OPERATION ARE 
3D MAR RN (LOCATED AT 357282), 2/4 ARVN BN AND 4/3 ARVN BN 
(AOTI-l LOCATEO AT BS7480) tl NO CHANGE IN PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 
RESULTS" 
20 ATTA~K ON LONG TAN OP: AT APPROX 071400H A PF PATROL FROM 
LO!~G TAN HAMLET ENCOUNTERED AN ESTIMATED 2 VC COMPANIES VIC 
WR490620 y WR494700 11 WR505645 AND \vR490620" THE PATROL WAS FORCED 
TO WITHDRAW TO THE HAMLET~ (OP)~ THE VC UNITS» REPORTED TO 
BE LEMF.:-JTS OF THE 506TH EN, PURSUED AND ATTACKED THE HA'r~LET II 
AN AERIAL OBSERVER REPORTED THE ATTACK AND IMMEDIATELY REQUESTED 
AIR STl"HKE5 IN SUPPORTo BE'f!.l}EEN 011430H AND 071600H Po TOTAL OF 
14 A IR SORT IES (2 us Fl00· S & 12 VN A 1 W S) \.JERE FLOWN mr H SOME 
ORDNANCE EXPENDED IN FRIENDL Y AREA~ IN ADDIT ION ART ILL'a\Y iNP 
ARf1EJ) HEL ICOPTERS FLEW SUPPORT;) THE our POUT ALSO RECE IY.E;D lire 
UN KNOW r'J NUMBER OF MORTAR ROUNDS FRON THE VC rt THERE ,.vl;:RrREp.6fiTED 
10 CIVILIA~~S KIA AND 35 vilA AS A RESULT OF THE A'f1'/\Cl\o ~1 ~~. ~~i 
FRIEl\JDLY CASUALTIES l.-JERE MED EVAC., THE OUTPOST WAS t'-iOr .: .. QNE~1t·UN 
AND 70 VC '''ERE ESTIMATED KBAo AN INVESTIGATIO\l IS BEIN'L,COnJlD«l,CTED 
AND FURTHER RESUL IS ~l1LL FOLLOW!> c..:: =::':".) 

.511 111E 1/51 IN THE 1UYET THANG 101 N ARVN OPERAT ION IN T.J,if.: I!!.rJ6NG 
NM1 PROV (VIC B10560) CAME UNDER HEAVY ATTACK AT ABOUT ~2~5 H" 

. THE VC USED A 5 7rf)t~ RR IN THE ATTACKo A FLARESHIP \MS SENT AND 
!\l..L WAS RJ:'PORTED '1U1E1 AT 080124Ho CASUALTIES RESULTING FRON 
TliF: ATTACK ARE AS FOLLOWS( FRDz U?lKIA p 2.0 WIA; VC~ UNKNOWN .. 
THE ~UYET THANG OPERATION COMr'lENCED AT 0':>03~0H AND RESULTS TO DATE 
ARE REPORTED AS FOLLOWSg FRD~ 22 KrAll 62W1A; VC: II KIA, 1.3 vJIA 
(US CONFIRMED)o·OTHER UNITS INVOLVED IN THIS OPERATION ARE THE 
11 TN RANGERS~ 5 RF COo Su 7 PF coq S AND ARTILLERY UN IT So 
GP",,4 
gr 
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l . - J 

(0 ":I1f"/' _ 
.... _~.. d 
~i. ...-.0 ..... 

~. (fJ'mNNEMA837tPA456 ." 

E ---' PP RUECEN t" -
~ DE RUMFUAQ 193 2511055 
ii: ZNY EEEEENH R 0 i I r 
~. ? 08le55Z MS'"" As ~L! 10 ! 

! FM CG III filA]' \..oJ i I-~~ Sv 0(.... V f{)f'.-' UJ 

,",~~_Cg. TO RUECEI'1/C~C r' ..-.. •.. -f 
.. _. 

-- LlIC~u.::S." ......... 

f;~ INFO RUHPG/CG FI':FPAC " --

[ ~~CI.AS EFT 0 N 

.,,,," PRESS BRIEFING GIVEN DA NANG PRESS CORPS ON NIGHT OF SEP1, 1965 

~. 1. fOUR VIET CONG ~JERE: KILLEDVRBQA, SIX CAPTURED AND 48 VC SUSPECTS WERE 

~ DETAINED TODAY IN THE FIRST DAY OF OPENATION PIRANHA, A JOINT UoS. 

f V l1ETNAN HELICOPTEH AND Alr;PH!BIOOS ASSAULT ON THE BATANGAN PENINSULA, 

~ 20 KILES soutti OF CHU LAl « 

~ ~rHnaS'JIFlliRIU~ESEJDlH1i!NE MJD AR~lY m~lrS TO SWEEP 
EtiK IaBS:tRSSll~Lrm6i3'fSflOrHWEST r01..UJLH£[.\ST II THE AY 

OPPOSITION AND ONLY LIGHT S~ALt II,R~:S FIRE WAS ENCOUNTERED !~ ONE OF THE 

HELICOPTER LANDING ZONES o 

A BRIEF BUT FIERCE FIRE FIGHT AT ABOUT 5:45 Fo~o PRODUCED THE DEAD V 

AND WOUNDED ENEMY. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES WERE LIGHT. 
ONE HUGE tUNNEL CO~PLEX LOCATED ABOUT 200 YARDS INLAND AND STRECH~ 

rNG ALONG THE SOUTH"CHINA SEA COAST, WAS FOUND AND DESTROYED. 

U~B!£H~RElP1tRl'ST,l!}f1HfIJB"~MSAT 6:·35 A .E<;", fX 
~ANDING .. THE BEACH \\'AS STRAFED BY KARINE SKHHAWK JETS TO SET OFF 

.,-.-__ HIDDEN HINES&o SUPPORT AIRCRAFT FLEW 113 llaSSIONS DURIN%~HE}P',.6W« 

(1 IN A SEPARATE ACTION LtHE TODAY, A ttd-lRINE PATROL KILJ.,.:1?D ~VC 

'-':"ABOUT FOUR ~ILES sOUnn4i EST OF CHU LA! I' THE PATROL RECEIV£:& SP."OlfADIC 

fIRE FROM THE ENEHOGN WHO OFOKE CON >1:'~ 
XCLVAND 1;1 ITHDREW INTO IfENSE' .... 

UNDERBRUSH AFTZ-R THE MARINES H'!rt;EDIATE.L Y ESTABLISHED F IRE ~?&R~QJITY.., 

2f1) FOLLOWING ~O!lON PIC"TURE AND STILL FlU';' BEING TRANSPORT~ s;r:';;'J 

COURIER (WO ill TUCKER JR* 088.318) VIA ti.ATS Fl.! H2il2,ETA HOlfO)..ubli"l' 

1045 AoMo 8 SEP@, FOR FURTHER TRANSFER TO HQ~:C.; ~ ~~ 

NO II FOOTAGE " F lL£i. DEseR 1fT rON F ri!:LD NO $ sUBJECT 

1300 FEET 16i1:~ <ill C01.0R ';((''''16-24'''65 OPERATION PIRAHNA 

·800 FEET 16Krv; eo B&W "'DO'" "'DO"'; 

500V FEET 35Ef,r-; ... COLOR ... DO... DQ -DO'" 

Li ROLLSHYC 35~:N ... 36EXP II B&W "'DOa 

1 ROLl.. 35t<;~"20 EXPo B&V,f DO ... 

33 ONE FIVE INCH REEFTOF MAGNETIC-Tl:J"E, SUBJECT: OPERATION ·PIRANHA 

INCLUDED IN COURIER F'll.N SHIFr(ENT FOR DEL IVERY TO RADIO/TV BRANCH 

CODE AG. 
'1~ FOt,l.OWING PICTURE FILft'l HAS BEEN SHIPPED COt'.r.ERCIAL AIR FREIGHT 

iJ IA SAIGON: 
'DATE NOo FOOTAGE 
7SEP65 50e 

8T 

AF AG AP 

PI1NfH CODf· DOD-Cpr, O-INfORMATION 

FIELD PRODUCTION NO SUBJECT 
3D~~5~46~65 PEOPLE TO 

PEOPl.E 

AQ AS AT AXAZCH 0 OF DG OH DK Dl 
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00 RUECEM 
DE RUlf,FUAQ 207 2511540 
lNY SSSSS 
o 0S1540Z 
FM CG III MAY 
TORm"Sr'.A/CO~l!S[l;ACV 
~UHPG/CG FMFPAC 
INFO RUECEMICNC 
}WHL HQ/C!NCPAC 
::::U:iLXL/CINC?ACFL'f 

~ 

Jt\B(:L/CG F'MFPAC/I r-;tIC (FWD) 
,EN/Ce THIRD MARDIV 
ZEN/CS FIRST ~AW 
IWABQl../CTF SMESTIINE 
R U!flf UL A/COr. SEV ENT Hn. T 
rW~FUU/CTFSEVEN SIX 
HUCKYL~/CNDT f'jCS 
~UABQL/CG FIRST ~ARDIV 
iiUMSBJXCOMDR SECOND AIR DIV 
RU~SV?ICG TASK FORCE ALPHA 
:W~1SIJDI I CORPS ADV GRP 
31 
SECREt 
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WIA RESULTED FROM VC MORTAR FIRE AND NOT FRIENDLY AIR STRIKES 
AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED~ IT IS UNDETERMINED WHETHER OR NOT 
CIVILIAN CASUALTIES DID RESULT FROM AIR STRIKES SINCE AREA 
OF STRIKE IS NOT SECURE. INVESTIGATION eONTINUESa 
20 O?N PIRANHA: MARINE eORPS UNITS CONTINUE TO S&C IN ASGD 
ZONE~ AT PRESENT THEY ARE IN THE PROCESS OF CLEARING CAVES AND 
TUNNELS AND SCREENING THE LOCAL POPULATIONo LATEST RESULTS ARE 
AS FOLLOWS: FRD 1 KIA, .3 WIAt; \Ie: 87 KrAll 4 vec: 69 \leSl) 7 
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---~ CORPS COMMAND CENTER 
_~_H arters, U. S. Marine Corps -----_-~~I-==-=~=--~-=-------'""1wrvpshington, D. C. 20380 

3 September 1965 

Subject: Possible Civil Disorder, MCAS Yuma. 

Source: ltCol PERRY, ExO, MCAS, Yuma 

1. Sheriffls office and Yuma Police advise 600-1000 members of the 
Hell's Angels Motorcycle Club are expected to arrive in Yuma tomorrow 
from Los Angeles. ETD Los Angeles 040200T. The Yuma Chief of Police, 
Bob MABRY has asked MCAS Yuma whether USMC assistance can be 
provided if situation gets out of control. Governor of Arizona has alerted 
400 National Guard personnel in the area of Parker Dam where the 

\'-' j distu rbance was fi rst expected. 
----

2. LtC 0 I PERRY requested guidance and advised MCAS is capable 
of internal security and limited assistance to local authorities. 

.... 
3. On direction of GDO, BGen ADAMS, W. O. advised LtCol PERRY 
that he should inform civil authorities that should situation develop, 
MCAS cannot provide assistance unti I an official request from the 
Governor or the State Adjutant General is made to CO, MCAS, Yuma, 
CMC or the National Authorities, stating categorically that the situation 
is beyond state's abi lity to control. when di rection as to USMC action 
wou Id be forthcoming from HlJMC. Also advised LtCoi PERRY that if 
such a request is received at the Air Station it should be passed ASAP 
to MCCC. 

~~ - K. L SMITH 

FONECON MCAS YUMA 032310Q 
FONECON BGEN ADAMS 03234ot) 
FONECON MCAS YUMA- 0323424 

WATCH OFFICER () :3 
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps 

Washington, D. C. 20380 

Subj: Operation Piranha 

6 September 1965 

Source: Major BEDWELL, FMFPAC Command Center Duty Officer 

1. As of 0820Il 3/7 preparing position. At this time 3/7 
receiving small arms fire from BS 755842, BS 728865, and 
BS 739859. 

2. At 093011, an UII-IE was reported hit at BS 723818. The 
aircraft landed safely. Another UH-IE was hit at BS 752818, 
suspect 50 Cal AA position in this location. Aircraft 
proceeded to destination and then landed safely at Quang 
Ngai. Two II-34D's are temporarily out of action due to engine 
failure. Both landed in a secure area. 

3. At 0900H one AA gun was reported located at BS 755855. 

4. At 0940H 1/7 was reported receiving small arms fire from 
BS 737873. 

5. All ARVN elements scheduled to land in LZ BIRCH landed by 
0805H and made contact at 08071!. 

"-

//l~/J~ / [~/(/~;~- ~ 
C. D. RFIELD 
Watch Officer 

FONCON FMFPAC CC 
062225Q 
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps 

Washington, D. C. 20380 

Subj: OPERATION PIRANHA 

• 
6 September 1965 

Source: Major BEDWELL, FMFPAC Command Center Duty Officer 

1. First elements hit White Beach at 063SH. Bravo 1/7 on 
the left and Alpha 1/7 on the right. 

2. LVTI:: fi red line charge at 062 SII. 

3. First landing zone preparation began at 062011. 

4. First elements of 3/7 commenced landing in assigned 
landing zone at 0647H. 

S. No opposition at this time. 

&J9IA~;/'t ~<!._L?! 
C. D. l FIELD 
Watch fficer 

FONCON FMFPAC CC 
06191SQ (TS) 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

DECLASSIFIED 

TO Assistant Director, MCCC 

FROM : Maj or H. R. TIEDE 

SU~ECT: Maps of Army Deployments in RVN 

, 
DATE: 6 September 1965 

1. On the morning run to AWR on 6 September, I saw two maps 
(8 11 x lOti) which displayed: 1) Army Deployments in RVN and 2) 
Futur~ Army Deployments in RVN. 

2. The maps are up-dated and printed daily foi distribution 
to DCSOPS, DCSLOG and DCSPERS(?). 

3. I requested the W.O. (Maj HURLEY) if MCCC coUld get a 
copy each day. He said he would ch~ck. 

4. Recommend AWR be requested, formally if necessary, for a 
daily copy of the maps as it would greatly simplify status 
keeping on Army Deployments. 

Respectfully, 

d.px.~ 
H. R. TIEDE . 

-, 
I 

. ! 

-,s-tJ - l _______________ """"""'"'~-----------.c 
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MARINE CORPS COrvU1AND CENTER 
Headquarters, U.S. Marlne Corps 

Washington, D. C. 2C380 

• 
7 September 1965 

S ubj : Opera t1 on P lranl1fl 

S ouree: Ha j BEDWELL, :F'l-1J?PAC Comma nd Center Duty Offt cero 

1. The foI10'.vlng are pOints made by Gen WAIfr to Gen Kll.ULAK. 

a. Th~ landing was smoothly executed. All Marine Corps 
elements reached the first day's objectives without casuCllties 
and under nothing more than long range continuous sniper fire. 

b. ARVN forces met considernble resistance from the start. 
They report that thfJ VC departed the Marine are<~ tllj s morning 
and moved into the ARVN areD. 

c. Durine the advance our forces encol1ntered many caves, 
tunnels and emplClccments and EIre searching them all out now. 

d. They encountered many civilians who are being cared 
for by civic 8ctlon teams with food and medical treatment. 

e. Gen THl, I Corns Commander visited the area and r.poke 
to sever'~il civj 15an groups. 

f. Tom()rro'~] the Harines w111 continue the advance and will 
close the gap between the Had oe and AHVN forces. 

g. Gen HhL'l' 11II:Jkes no estlmate DS to wh;:-:t they will find 
tomorrow but considers the operation thus far to be an excellent 
exerc:i Sf) .i n cO(lrainCition. 

h. 1.·r~ 11 continue tc keep yo~ ndvj sed. 

FONECOI; FI'lFPAC COMMAND CEN'l'EH 
C70 ;o8'~~ 
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps 

Washington, D. C. 20380 

Subj: Operation Piranha 

Source: LtGen KRULAK 

7 September 1965 

1. He had received the following relayed report between one 
to one and one half hours~after the action. 

2. The assault was smoothly executed according to time and 
tactics. Essentially, there was no opposition on the beach or 
Marine Corps Landing Zones. 

3. The ARVN Landing Zone had very light resistance, snipers 
only. Probably because of the later landing time than Marines. 

4. In the principle village behind the beach, the Marines found 
about 40 civilians of whom two were found to be wounded and 
were evacuated to the Princeton for medical treatment. 

5. Marine troops are moving forward North and West of our 
landing zones. 

6. Tactical Air Observers sited and attacked light anti-aircraft 
positions. 

7. l~t fin 7th Mar and 3d Bn 7th Mar report only light sniper 
fire. 

8. There were mines on the landing beach. An LVT-E cleared a 
lane with a line charge. Additionally, 3 beach mines were 
uncovered and exploded. 

9. Gen Till, CG I Corps arrived in the 1st Bn 7th Mar area at 
0830 and Gen THROCKMORTON arrived at 1000 and stayed until 
about 1200. 

10. Gen KRULAK estimates that the operation will run into 
relatively little opposition, but it is hard to tell until later. 

d W~I<' 11 
: 'K~GidpF~,~. 

l~atch Ofticer 

FONECON LTGEN KRULAK 
07024lQ 
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• 
MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 

Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps 
Washington, D. C. 20380 

Subj: Operation Piranha 

7 September 1965 

Source: Major BEDWELL, FMFPAC Command Center Duty Officer 

1. Correction to 062225 information: 

a. As of 082011 3/7 CP located 731842. 3/7 now preparing 
position at this time. 3/7 receiving small arms fire from 
coordinates BS 755842, BS 728865, and BS 739859. 

b. Reports received at 0930H, one UlllE hit at BS 723818. 
One crewman WIA, transported back to the LPII. Aircraft landed 
5 afe ly . (Unoerlined portions added.) 

2. As of 113011, 1/7 CP located BS 758856. 7th Marines CP was 
last located BS 781863 but is moving forward. 

3. Report on activities of LVT-E as of 09l0H: Dug up 3 AP mines 
which exploded on being dug. Only damage was to blade but was 
repairable in the field. 

4. No personnel figures as to casualties as yet. 

-1.·~~~cl. ~atch Officer 

FONECON FMFPAC CC 
070016Q 
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• 
MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 

Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps 
Washington, D. C. 20380 

Subj: Operation Piranha 

7 September 1965 

Source: Major BEDWELL, FMFPAC Command Center Duty Officer 

1. ARVN casualties on Eastern portion of Landing Zone Birch: 
1 KIA, 3 WIA. (Upon being queried as to location of Landing 
Zone Birch, Maj BEDWELL reports that he is still trying:to 
find out.) 

J: (~1~ .~JR. 
(tatch Officer 

FONECON FMFPAC CC 
070322Q 
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S ubj: Opera tion PIRANHA 

Source: l1a j HAGGERTY, F}ll?Pac Command Center 08l850Z 

'1. Received call from FHFPac Command Center with III :VlAF 
report on Operation PIRANHA for period 072200H to 082200He 

Summary of information provided: 

a. I Bn 7 Mar continued to move South and West to clear 
Cape Batangan •. B Ccmpany in clearing a tunnel accoUnted for 
66 VC KIA, captured 2 VC Nurses, 2 yes. One USMC KIA due to 
Hydroxia and Hypoxia in tunnel. 9 others overcome :by same 
problem. 

,,' b. Total results to date: 

72 VC KIA 
3 ARVN KIA 

'4 vee 
3 ARVN WIA 

52 ves 5 l;Veappns . 

FMFPac 
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