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COMMANDANT OF THEC::::::~::: BRIEFmG FOLDEilCA 
'.SERIOUS INCIDENTS ALLEGEDLY COMMITTED AGAINST VIETNAMESE 

- CIVILIANS BY MEMBERS OF THE III MAF 

ITEM DATE 

1., 26 Oct 64 

SUBJECT 

MCO 05740.2 REPORTING INFORMATION OF 
CONCERN TO NATIONAL AUTHORITIES (U) 

TAB 

A 

--------------~---------------------------------------------------------------

2. 

3. 

,lA," ," ,4. ;.., 
5. 

6. 

7. 

4 Oct 66 

4 Oct 66 

6 Oct 66 

2'6 Oct 66 

8 Nov 66 

10 Nov 66 

Recruiting Station, Pittsburgh, forwards to HQMC B 
letter from parents of PFC MC GHEN requesting 
to know his status and validity of accusations 
against him 

CMC Message to CG FMFPAC 042345Z0ct66 C 
REQUESTING HQMC BE NOTIFIED EARLIEST 
OF DETAILS RE MARINES BEING HELD IN 
STOCKADE ACCUSED OF KILLING VN CIVILIANS 

Dffi INFO Memo to CMC re Adverse Publicity 
Potential 

Memorandum relating details of accusations 
against Marines as related by CG lstMarDiv 
Itr of 19 Oct w!preliminary investigative report 
enclosed 

D 

E 

Dep Dir of Pers memo to cis enclosing MEMO FOR F 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY which forwards 
Proposed Congressional Information Plan .. ,,,and 
Proposed Public Information Plan 

CMC letter to GENERAL KRULAK bringing to 
his personal attention the serious breakdown in 
command-to- command notification of grave 
incident 

G 

8 _____________________ ~ll.!IlEi§§~g~_trI4fiS!_12~It.~iI11:ggJ9_~l1.cJg.~fl! __________ 11 ______ _ 
:.~ 9 17Nov66 CG FMFPac ltr 6/dfa to CMC which forwards , 'S several enclosures and gives supplemental 

" ~ t,' ~ information about incidents, reasons for ,r~.1 ~\'" [, T failures to report certain cases, etc. (C) 
;,!1j -, f} n \! , 
"<~~·;>·W' liJ' ~ 
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tI 10 23 Nov 66 Position Paper and Spread Sheet, subj: Serious 
Incidents allegedly committed against VN 
civilians by members .of the TIl MAF (Orig to 
SecNav) 

J 

e 

... 

-- - -------- -- ..;...-- --- -- - - - --- ----- --- ---- - - --- -- - -- --- -.-- ----- -- ---- - --
11 25 Nov 66 

12 25 Nov 66 

CG FMFPac Personal to CMC 232133Z K 
Report of visit to RVN to look into series 
of serious incidents within ill MAS'. 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF DEfENSE L 
from SecNav subj: Public Information polIty 
concerning serious incidents involving Marines . 
in Vietnam - - and CMC NOTES 

---------~--~---------------------------------------------------------
13 

14 

15 

28 Nov 66 .. MCB 5370 - Personal Conduct of Marines in the 
Republic of Vietnam (signed by CMC) 

2 & 16 Dec 66' MCtC Memos relating two different incidents 
involving Marines of III MAF 

18 Jan 67 Chief of Staff Memo to DiEt riblition List, SUbj: 
Responses to correspondence concerning the 
PFC KEENAN court martial 

M 

N 

o 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
16 Dec-Jan 

17 24 Jan 67 

18 Jan-Feb 67 

19 

, 

Additional Message Traffic 

CMC MEMORANDUM FOR SECNA V 07B2467 
which summarizes visit to III MAF by Keenan's 
lawyers 

Correspondence regarding Cases (DKE) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 203BO 

CONFIDENTIAL 

MCO 05740.2 
A03H12-dnw 
03D25964 
26 Oct 1964 

MARINE CORPS ORDER 05740.2 wi!~. ~J'2. 

From: 
To: 

Subj: 

Encl: 

Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Distribution List 

Reporting Information of Concern to National Authorities (U) 

(1) Accidents, Incidents or Disturbances to be Reported 
(2) Locator Sheet 

1. Purpose. The Commandant of the Marine Corps is responsible for 
reporting immediately to the National Military Command Center all 
incidents, operational or otherwise, in which Marines are involved or 
in which Marine units may be employed and which, because of their 
nature, have national or international implications. These incidents 
specifically include civil disorders involving or affecting Marine Corps 
personnel or installations (see enclosure (1». 

Action. All addressees will report incidents of potential national 
r international significance in which Marine Corps personnel, units or 

-,·----1 are involved. Addressees who are required to report such 
in accordance with directives of their normal operational 

I--+--;=---·;-------... ommanders, will submit iriformation copies of such reports to 
ommandant of the Marine Corps. All other addressees will report 

follows: 

a. If possible, an initial telephone report to the Marine Corps 
''''-.,:---.... ommand Center, at Headquarters Marine Corps, will be made using 

following format. I 

(1) Nature of incident. 

(2) Number of Marine Corps personnel involved. 

(3) Units and/or installations involved. 

(4) Brief description of the possible national or international 
cance. 

23 
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b. Additional reports will be submitted as appropriate in order .. 
that the Commandant of the Marine Corps may be kept advised of a 
developing situation. 

c. Reports required by other directives will be submitted in 
accordance with such directives. 

d. (see below) 

3. Reserve Applicability. This order is applicable to the Marine 
Corps Reserve. 

Chief of Staff 

DISTRIBUTION: IIAII 

2 d E 1 ( 1) l." S declassified when removed from the •• 'DC osure 
Ch.l basic 6rder. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MAfliNE CORPS 

WASHINGTO'<.D.C. 20380 

Mca 05740.2 Ch 1 
A03H12-dnw 
28 Jan 1965 

UNCLASSIFIED 

MARINE CORPS ORDEH 05740.2 ClL :1. 

From: 
To: 

Subj: 

Commandant of the Marine Corp;:; 
Distribution List 

Reporting Information of Concern to National Authorlties (U) 

1. Purl2..9se. To direct a pen change to the basic Order. 

2. .:6-..ftio!,!: In paragraph 2 insert the followiDg new subparagraph: 

lid. Enclosure (1) is declassified when removed from the basic 
Order. !t 

DISTRIBUTION: !tAli 
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WCA~ 
L. F. CrlAPMAN. Jr. 
Chief of Starr 
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DEPARTMFNT or THF NAVY 

HFAIlQUAIHfllS IINllf P, ST,~rl~; '),\I<lNI (,"1<1', 

WASIIINl,' ON I'., cll,l"" 

/\O:'<i T 12-dn'N 
1/3 Pcb 1965 

UNCLA~~:TI;'II',: r) 

:F'rorn . 
Tn: 

Subj: 

Connnandant of the Marine Corps 
Distribution LLt 

Heporting Information of Concern to National ljluthodUes (U) 

1. Purpose. To direct a pen change to the basic O1'::1e1'. 

2. Action. Adjacent to and in conjunction \Aiitrl the cla3~~ificaho'l 
marking at the bottom of the first page of the basic Order insert: 

DOWNGRADED AT ~) YEAR liVTEEV ALS, 
DECLASSIFIED AFTf~B, 12 YEAl~) 

DOD DIR 5200. 10 

~\,- C;~I. \~"'" " ( :i ';j ."", "'. ... f'... .. ':- .). fI'. ,)., -

R. ~j. \W. ' 'DE '~ 
By direc tion 

D1STHIBUTION: "A" 

UNC LASSIF'IE:.D 

DECLASSIFIED 
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'CONFIDENTIAL 

Meo 05740.2 
~6 Oct 1964 

ACCIDENTS, INCIDENTS OR DISTURBANCES 

TO BE REPORTED 

1. The following accidents, incidents, or disturbances will be re­
ported: 

a. Military/Political Incidents. Any incidents of a military I. 
political nature, domestic or foreign, that involve individual Marines 
or Marine Corps units or installatIons, and may result in local or 
national official reaction or extensive press interest. 

b. Civil Disorders 

(1) All requests for Marine Corps assistance in. connection 
with civil disorders to include the type of assistance requested, it's 
purpose, estimated duration of assistance, capability to furnish assis­
tance, effect on accomplishm ent of unit mission, . and anticipated local 
repercussions. 

(2) Any civil disorder in which individual Marines or Marine 
Corps units and/or installations are involved. 

c. Operational Incidents. Any operational incident which may 
result in unusual interest by the public news media. _ 

d. Serious Aircraft Accidents/Incidents. Any accidents/incidents 
that cause casualties or extensive damage to civilian or military 
property. 

e. Ground Accidents. .All ground accidents which occur on .or at 
Marine Corps installations which result in loss of life or extensive 
property damage. 

f. Near-Collisions in Flight. All near-coilisions w-ith civilian 
aircrait. 

g. Accidents Involving Ammunition, Explosives or Nuclear 
Material. Any ~xplosion of ammunition or other explosive material 
that causes casualties or serious property damage. 

ENC LOSUR£.. (l) 

1 CONFIDENTIAL 
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h. Fires. Any fire that may lmpair the operational readjni.:!ss of 
a Marine Corps unit, or which causes casualties, or extensive Marine 
Corps property damage. 

i. Egidemic 

(1) The presumptive diagnosis of any internationalquarantin­
able disease, or the diagnosis of any disease of potential epidemic 
significance. 

(2) The diagnosis of any cii-sease so widespread among Marine 
, Corps personnel that it constitutes a premonition of an outbreak exten­
sive enough to affect mission accomplishment. 

j. Serious Crimes, Mishaps or Disturbances That May Result in 
Extensive News Coverage 

(1) Any mishap or occurrence that may arouse extensive news 
interest or congressional interest. Examples of public reaction or 
contributing conditions should be included. 

.... (2) Any serious crime or incident that may invoive possible 
~xercise of domestic or foreign criminal jurisdiction over Marine Corps 

personnel and their dependents if it may arouse public or congressional 
interest. 

k. Objects Drogged From Marine Corps Aircraft. Any incident 
in which an object dropped from a Marine Corps aircraft in flight may 
result in property damage or casualties. 

1. "Acts of God" Occurrences. Any incident caused by a hurri-
~ane, typhoon, tornado, sandstorm, snow, hailstorm, earthquake, ice, 
lightning, etc., which may impair a unit or installation in the accom­
plishment of its mission. 

m. Covert Acts of Sabota.g§..!. Any actual or suspected sabotage or 
covert acts against any Marine Corps unit or installation. 

n. Compromise of Classified Information. Any incident involving 
the loss or compromise of classified information which may compromise' 
operational plans, cause national news coverage, or create misunder­
standing in public news media. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 

-e 2 
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,;,':'~CO'NFI.DE'NIIAl HEAOQUARTER;5 MAR I HE CORPS ROUT I NG SHEET! S&C ,NO. NIS....,flJB~ , .. ' NAVM.C'HQ 3351,.-CMC (REV. 9-611)" . 
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TO 
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MAV 1 f621 100fiON 
\')9" "'MI, (.1 "., 101-11 .• 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMI:~NT 

~fIlIJfr{!lldum 

DECLASSIFIED 

Commandant of the Marine Corps 
AG-rss 

DATE: OCT 6 1966 

FROM Director of Information 

SUBJECT: Adverse Publicity Potential 

1. At 1900 on 4 October, DivInfo was called by o inC , MCRS, 
Indianapolis concerning a call, to him, by the irate mother 
of a LCpl MONROE (BIllS). She stated she'd received a letter 
from her son to the effect that he and nine other Marines 
were confined on a charge of wantonly killing Vietnamese 
civilians. 

2. Colonel SEVIER (Discipline Branch) was queried at home 
as was Colonel ATKINSON. Neither had any information on.the 
matter. DivInfo then released the CONFIDENTIAL message at 
TAB A for which no reply has yet been received. 

3. This morning the letter at TAB B was received concerning 
a similar letter to his girlfriend from a PFC MC GHEN (BillS). 
TAB B tends to 
The Discipline 
TAB B from the 

corroborate the call received from Indianapolis. 
Branch now holds the original of the letter at 
OinC, MCRS, Pitt-;MzSburgh. &t? 

,..-- /' -------,.- ._._-_. ----
"""---'''''' 7 

0' Ct/}?l0 ,-;j.,,~'-1"L--

f. E. GARRETSON 

Bli) U.S. Sat'ings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings plan 
S010-101 

.,',. I' , 
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'fOR OPJl'lCYAL US! Om,y 

'r~lt.y· who was not th\t1e·f1et!w1t.b th$ report" Aft.er~jue&t' . .ionin9, 
thepat:t'ol ~rs took Lieutenant. Talt:r to the bmnlet wbe:re he 
l:;,ui.cklr !:earned wha't haC! hflPpamd. BIG them &rw1ae4 a pIe 

... to conce~d tb.e crt_s.. !"he boay of t.he V1etftameso .Q va$ 
c:arr:1ea to tbe IImbuab 81te wta.ce tbey at.tetaptN to pnpate 'Use. 
qrOlll1ll to lOolt as if a fire f1;btbe4, OCCUJ:&:'IIJd.. J"1 ve of ~ 

, Ir.!l!m. .• tu.J;fted t.o t_ MB'.l.t: ana ~tttellp't_ t:o further coneeal' 
tbek er1Bes..While, CiU'¥Y1tr9 ~ bod! •• tDt.Q ., but:,1t V@i.e 

. noticed th8.t cme eMld W8 still alive.. fte dU.14 _. atlttIek 
'Oft the ~ v1th til rifle butt: UlIIlUl.led.· . 

r ' • • • 

c. • uxt, d:&y at '/iet.,.uJe '5fln'J.~ hJ:'0WJht· ·the 
VOtl,n4ed ,~,l. ra.pe viot1il\ t.o ·tbelst. .Batt"li.OD, 5tb ~_e 

.•.. ~ porn lei: ~i,ca.l 'aid,. ''fba. batt:.,jAlloc cOlIIlMIn4er was 
'., 1nl~~a tu;mad1ate11 o~ _ :ta"..t1gatiOQ. '!'he c~D'f 

. ,¢~c!leJ' Me!. alnady bGM:::~ 8\U!lPi,C1OUIJ ~·ncJ ~ed liD .1~etlg:a­
" ,'t.ioa. .. In·fQS:tMU"D ill tha pce11JT>iDGl.'J' lmrestigati'Ve ~rt. 
. was obb.l88<1 from V1e~MW1tne ... :, the ~n 0.£ t.Jrt patrol, fl. o~at1_. of theiDv ... tlt;1!\IUng ollteel'. A foz:fM.l .... t:rJ.a.l 

.. 1mreat.ig,at1o.ft._ COIf~pl~ oaf ~ 196' aaI the transcript 
.~f pEOoee .. U.Il9_1,. be~;Qg .pt~.. '1'b1 •. ~ _.11 proballtly 
. excee4 700 pagee. . ., . 
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

~e aeeused aTe awa1tmq ·trial by genertIl eOUl"t-martUtl. Date qf 
trial has not been set. The accused,. Corporal Luezko. bU l'equested 
a Medieal Board of Officers 01'l the 1ssue Gf aanity. ., ., 

3. 1nfo~·of other reported offensese;a1natVietDa.meae eMUans ~~ 
include thI· ease of€Upo"j;FftI.Rk·C~ .~ .. Stt BattaD&n; ,·1$t·MaMnes r 
l":~' ~n. AUefedl:y Sohu1~ was ae&l'chmq • hut, ordeX'td an . 
elderly Vietnamese alvt11an male out Cf the hut and me:tChed the man a 

.. short d.ist.anee from tIW hut whwetn. he shot him. The shootmq WM 
w1mesRtl. by the V1et1mta Wife ami other Vietnamese c1'Vt1.11ma. There 
WIS llo knOWn provoetUon tor the shoot1nq. . Sehult.c hU been ,eontl1eted . 
by teneral eourt-mari!a\ ofthls ottense and sentenced to dts~le 

." d1s~t eonflnement at bard labor tor life, total fomltufts and -
reduetlonto ~... . • . '. '. A .,,-_ 
'4. Boepltalm_J~"R •• ith ... ;tftH.'qeMm-!~!hartW for r;;v 
thG"·~m"l"o:fa VCS'·dt1' .. ~. ·ZO· ·Ocftobtr·ltM, This Read .. 

. '~. q~.bas bee1l1nfo.-med '.'u.t Smttb was :found ftct guilty Cfl this offense. 

\ 

'.1 . 

, :: '. . " ~ .. -
.. ,.- ... 
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D·-edb 
8 Nuv 1~66 

Serious Incidents alleqedlJ committed 84a.1Dst Vietnamese clvU.1ans 
by members of the In .Ma.rlne Amphibious Force 

End: (1) Memo to the Un.der 3ecretary of the Navy encloslnfl 
'(a) Proposed Congressional Informa.tion Pla.rJ 

(b) Proposed PuWcIniormatioll Plan 

1. The Chief of Staff Mem.orandum of 7 November directed that the following 
plans as information ,be developed concerD1nq the nbject incioOOlts for 
forwarding' to the Ul'lder 3ecNtary of the Na.vy: 

I 

&. Proposed Congresslonallnformation Plan 

b. Proposed Public Information Plu. 

c. Specific answers to questions asked by the thlder Secreta17 of ' 
the Navy. 

d. Examples Qf directives issued a.1 the MACV, m M..i\.F t and/or 
FMFPac level prMcribinq the conduetoi Marines on operations in 
relation to V1etnam Nationals. 

2. Enclosure (1) is in response to a. and h. a.bctve. It is forwarded at 
this time in order to expedite action in the areas indicated. Th~ answers 
and infol'maUon requested in c. and d. above have been requested from 
.FUFPac by telephone; however. it mar be several ~s before all 
gsW6l'$ and 1n'forlllaUon can be obtained and revlewed by this Haadquartars • 
. A call received from the Chief of :.staff, F,Mlr1?&c, at 1800, 7 November, 
indica-ted that they are working on the matter and would provide the 
iQforma.t1on earliest. 

3,. Upon receipt of the answers and information requested in c. and d. 
above, a. second memorandum wID 'be prepared for forwarding- to the 
Under Secretary of the Navy. It isbel1eved appropriate to process tile 
request in t.his manner m order to implement immediately the Congressional 
and Albl1c Information Plans and. have sufficient time to carefully review 
the other information received at this Headquarters. 

FOR Of1<"'JClAL USE cmgy 
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\; .fOR QFFJClrfiL USE oNLy , 
! 3ubj: ~rious incidents allegedll COnimlttad against Vietnamese civp.ians 

by Qlembers of: the m Marine Amphibious Force " 

"4.Th~ UDder Secretary 'ot the Navy asked if the ~ve Assis~t 
'and ~ Director of Informat1on are suUlbl&ntly senlor to effect the 'I, 

notiftcatlon of the interested pa.rt1es and su.gqested tbat perhaps a. prior 
aler&" should be aceom.pl.1shed bytbe Commandant C>t the Maline Corps. 
It 1s my eOllSldered opinion Uplt the Le91slat1ve! Assistut and the Director 
of Information are the, apprt)p~ personnel to eff.et nottfieat1on of the 
interested parties. I believe that it ~ our desire to plq th1a matter in 

'" the "Lowest Key Possllale. It A eaU b.'olll the Legislative Assistant to the 
~' interested parties ind1eatlnq that tb.e,ICommandant desires that I a.rrange 

an appointment to provide them SOllle 1rdormation w1l11ndlcat.e that the 
" Commandant is (:oncerned and want.s them appl"&lsed of the ctrewn8~es. 

On the other hand" a personal call fJ't)m the Comr.rWldaat would tend to 
'> indicate that h.e was "Alarmed," and could pessibl, prec1p1tate an UA.o. 
, warranted CongressloDal mvestiqat.lQrl. 

'. I , 

" ;5. Following ray: intemew with the, interested parties, 1 wm advise the . 
, CollUl'Wldant of thE1 reaction 01 aU ~Jlh'Ues. If. at tb&t time, it lsbel1eT{ed 
advIsable to have the Commandant~po~lJ tbe Secretary of the Iflavy 

,::, .1nterv'C!fM, I wUl sore<p0mmend; "hoW,evet', 1 QQ not believe tba.t they',,', 
, ' '$hottld" enter the case lmtltal.b'.. ' '\ " " 

" I J \ '- ,. 

:' 6. It,~ 'beUavedman4atol'J that we establish the position that these 
" incld_teJ, a.re the unfortuDate by:..produet$ ot l!tD1 war,butthat the Marine 
"Corpa \t1l1 ,not tolerate $ueh dcnc1uct an4 has taken prompt and. approprla.te 

action:to COr2"eCt tbe matter. ,At the same time, •• will ensuretbat III 
,parti_ to the m.~r a.r$ given a full and fair bearing and that JusUce is 
done. I Hl1eve tbat tQ1s, wntpreclDd.e sensaUouUsm and magnification 
of tbe prow.m b$J0Dd its proJOrtlo~. 

,"~ 'lbe detaU included 11t the tal.kl~ paper to be uee4 to advise the pUties 
,concerned !a beUe'i/ed r.t$cessa.t'y. To withhold uy lmown facts and later 

, 'b,ave ~m published in u.prGBa would tend. .to dutrey the cred1bU1ty " 
',of the ',Ma.ri.ae CorPs~' I ':' 

I'"~, 

8.. The previous, plan, for lloUficaUon of Interested Conqressional perSonnel 
" \WU approved by the 06mma:Adant em" Nov-em.ber 1966 .. It.remains valla 

,and 18 therefore ~ubmttted with amplUlcation as to, th8 order ana matmer 
for notWeation of the indiVid.uals concerned. 

- If"'.' ' 

: 
9. The Pilblielnfo~om Plu is ~ consonance with· the Conqress1onal 
.IR!ormaUon .Planwlth reqard topro'cessing of mquiries reqardmq tnaividuaJ.s 
bwolve4. An 'a.ppropriate re3po~3e'for tb:e iaformatiou media 18 included. 

.. for ~ rela.t1ng to the overall problem. 

2. 
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, ~' 

Subj: Serious inc1d.ents &lleCJedly committed aqaiust Vietnamese civilians 
by members o! the m Marine Amph1bious Force 

,. , 
: .. ' I .' 

10. In View 01. the toreqoinq, it is recommended that the el1Closed memo-
randum be forwa.rdecl to the Umier Secretary of the Navy.. . 

Respeet.fUllJ • 

w. G. THR,ASH 

FOR CFFI)t16L lmi QNlJ 

, .. ~. ., 
.'" "-"'. " 
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EQ&..9lmw. Jlii QIiJ 
MDlOllANOQW FOR TltE UNDO SBC8ETABT OJ' 'l1Li NAVY· .. 

SUbl: Serious Jllcldenta ~ Committed AQIdUt V1etaa.mese 
ClvWau DT Me~ of the m Marlae ~_ FoNit 

.Incl.! (1) Propesed c~at lldol'lDatloa Raa 
(Il ~ PublIc. ~ Plaa 

1. ID ntfJ,'lOUf8 to ;your telepboate ~. co_~ the subject 
Blatter, ~(l)" fa) .,.. fcrwarde4 for JOV eouidera.-.... . ... ,-," 

& 'lbe addttkma111atonaatlOtl wht.eh ,OU ubd 1.01' bas bees ret­
questecl from. ~ Comuuudn, General., .neet Ma.riDe Force 
~J aa1 ww. be ~ _ ~ eowes~. 

~ It. Sa be11eved that :e~r Qeaenl Thruh. lAglslative A$-
1Il&u.t \&.tb$ e~ __ •• 1a the ~ puV to effect 
lIdtiaJ.lIOtUI.tloI1 of _ C~ parties co~. 
a._rat 'l'hftiiIh 1$ ~ bon to all, cd .. i.adlvl4uaJs 
Usted, cad has aened apprmdmateq three ,..... ta Coagreu1(>raa1. 
14.... F~ tbJs 1dJa.1 ~w ~ ~. outcome of 
... ~ t.l"1&ls l.ueated. It..,. be ~ UJ have the Com.- . 
.... Gt tb.e ~ Corp; 01' the Seentuy of the *\7' ~ 
iddU10Ml ~ hAWrev •• titeir peracmal.~ at 
tide tIlae, is 1let Jl'eOGlameMe(l. 

~ 'lb$ 4etd8i infomatioo to _ provkie4 te, tM tMlvkiual!J OQQ!'" 
~ Tab A to ~ Cl.), 1a ~~. To w1~, . 
~ _ ~facts ·1IWllhe.~· tbai ~ _~ be 
~ ~ 111.1» ~~. _nrse1.7 ~t tile crdbWV 
of the ~ Corpe... " 

L In ..... l" to rc~ tbb matte}' as an 1nteftlal ~ corps' :­
~ 1ucfar as paet~, aid ~ O'fel' ... etapbUiti 
bf ua.lator~~. it is NCOm.me~ that Bri.~r 
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fei QFFICJAH UP QNLX 

SubJ: Serious Indd$ntI ~ Committed Aptut VletDamese 
ClvU1ana _ MelDbenot. ttle m t.faI1.a8 AmpbibiOt18 Foree 

aeaenl ~ Dll'eCtot of Iftformat!oa. Ma.r1l:le Corps, be 
athor.lsed to bztple~ .tbltPub& Informatlon Plu as set forth 
Ja~.(2l. 

I. StPljeetto 10\11' ~ appropriate act101l1ldll 1» taken ~ .. 
kd'~ be.re1li.. 

·:,L.~~·.:,,~'~1.!1!1 JR" 

llieutenav:t, t. ~. ~a71De Corps 
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PaqPOSiIl roNQRESS;O~ .INl'9BMAl'lON PLtW 

.ot.lfieatiOl'l of .e~ memh.-sof eo .... and··· 
SentOJ:' staff P.,..onael resardlrlg aertous 1DeideL'l.t8.· 
811 • .o1y eomm1ttecl against Vi..ettwmeseclvf.liaDar· 
by ~ of t11a III l1ar1ne AmphJ.blws Force 

1. ~otlf7 the foll~ ~ of CoDg.nas 8l\d Senior . 
Stafl ' •• osael of the: all.~ ineldel'rta in the order 11.Bted 
belowt 

a. Mr. Wf.U1amDarc:len, Chid CouDae1, s..ate Armed 
Senic.- CfJlllllttt$e 

h. .t1r. Russ Blandford, Chief CouQ:el. Bouae Anae:d 
Sewlees Committee· 

. c. Chairman L. Mericle1tiver., House .A:rmedSe1:Vi~ea 
·CoSlttee 

d. Chal:.t:IIa:A tidaari B. ltuaMll. Senate Az1Ied Se1:'V1cu.· 
eo.1et&te· . 

e. Senat.CJr 301m StemS.. Seaate Armed Sewle6S Comm1 totee 

NOTE,;- The ordc ehovn above ls established for the 
fo~ rea.ODS: 

(1) htr. VUllam Dardal ia ?'Z'uenUy 1n Vasb1ngtoh 
and -CRIl " Men at any time. 

(2) Mr. ius.s Blandford 18 presently out of the cl.ty 
but vill retmm on the evening of the 8th of NOV'ember. 

(3) Cbalrman L. Mendel lUvera 1s expected to return 
to Washington on the 9th or 10th of Nov&tllOer. following the 
elecUonts and may be seen at that time prior t.oMs departut'e 
£01:' ~pe • 
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(4) Cbau-n Rlc:bart! B. bMl1 ,. plL" •• ently in' 
V1Dd4ll'. Georgu and i.expected to r-ln there for perMl)S 
a __ fol1owbag the el.eetlaa. 

(S) SeMtOl" Jrihn Stennis is pre8elt.ly ill Oe1.Calb. 
M1a1l1 •• 1ppl a:nd 1. apace_ 'to .... tn 1n lUA1aslppl until 
CoJq;reu ne~. 

2. . c..al .... Legtslatlft Aaa1staDt to the COPIUnGant 
Qftbe MaTt. Corps. f.. CUIT_tIy aebedu1ed for an _dr ... 
in AUaDu. Qeoraw OIl 11 N~ 1'''. As .adJuaet,o 
this· trip f Gefteral, 'lhIraA could.U OR a.~ ~.u' 
2.D ~.. Ge.cn:gla .and alao on '.-tot" s~ in 1)eJ;alb. 
M1A1aa1ppl prior to r~ to Va1dlt:n~.. 'Ihe other . 

'. ~ eoald MaotUled here in ~ 

'.The .pp~ ...,~ Tab "(A), .. ~11scact "II Il 
veld.el. t.oldormtba, above re'l!"*ODIlel •. 

',' ' •. ltOT.i., ~; . vieW of the poa1ble ~. "'by 'the p'NU of 
~b: '~of the· ... ~1ved.. it 18. . 
d,lSI;a4aM.h1eto prov1c:Ie the 'above p .... <mnel 
146 all of. faeb 'that .. kaowa at this 
u.~t_.at~. time. 

. . 

.. :4.'1. perlJOl'ialeatl by ' ........ of tM OUlee of the Lea1alat:lve 
. ~ be. _de to :ell coaar:e_1oaal offieel *0 'Itave tirade 
_ Iat;uUy .~ • specific.... The office. of the 
aul>jectco~'WO'tll.4. beprwided ·the 'fol1GWlDgl . . 

a. l'be Mar1ne: Corps. 1s a-.n of the cue and 18 
fol1ow11\g it; VffI/I:y cl.oaely. 

h. Arty tl:dQi~loaal iDqUh:l88 caAcemma the s..ll"lJ1dual 
, caae·· be'1racted to 'the. Offin of the Legiahtlve A8aut.ant. 

t.o the C~ant. 

e. 'lbe offtce '.Of the ~ be provided on1:r~h 
1Ilf~t1o.n .e Mcessary for a re$PonH to t:he tnquh::y; 1.e .. : 

2 
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(1) VJbat charves have been preferred aqatnst th$ 
individual. 

un Name of counsel provided to defend the ind1v1duaJ. 
eoneel'n~. 

(3) Status of case. Whether trial bas been eoxnpleted, 
whether date for trial has beft~ eet er awaitinq scheduling'.. If·b1.al. 
bas been ct)mplet.~ the results of the, trial,. includlrto the sentence. 

., 
NOTE: By keeptn, the eongresslcnal offices apprised of the 

status of the individual eases, it '" believed that it would preempt 
any attempt to obtain 1nfoflnation from the pres. or othermedi& 
wh1eh miqht result in the rel$Me of erroneous or eonrucUnq 1nfor-
~at1Qn. ·1' 

" fj. As new.~ulr1ea a:te'reeetved :h-om' congressional ofi1ees, 
.~r,n1nqfnd1vidual ea.es, 1Idditicnal 'riSl~. will be made and .: 
'il1f$rmf)Ltloftprovided as shown abeve. . 

~. '. . '. '\ 

Enclosure (1) 

~ ;. 

, ' 
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SUbj I """11<: lnf()ft8:tlO1lPlan f~ VB lnd.thDt.8n.w. tins 1n 
MZ'1ot.Ui C'.haqea -..1nat Har1nea aftd lil*'Y ~aen 

1. 'l'be. follOlt1ng proef/ldm'd are proj)Qaed ShO\ud p't'eS'8 1ritereat 
in the Uleidents devel~t 

a., I'hatO$,D(PA) offleials be aottfted of t:he s_l~a 
of thta,Qff .... but that aU quel:'lea be ~ed by liarU. . 
corps offlcials (ISO' • .>. 

1>. 1'bat!tO ret ... be _e ca' .'be:_ iaeidets 0'1: a1lega .. 
ttoas but that. rldp~ only bfS.de 'to ~_,. 

e. l.'blt 1t_P6Jl8U·M .de "'" .~. C~. offld.als.t the 
~ ait Vb1. thra query 18 'l'ecelW4 _th I"aprit.o them ... 
volvem.ent of epedfte tai1vt."a •. Irt tbla(!~on, 1~ is 

.... '. propoaed 'tha-t.·., tba~ors .O!'MQ)t_"l!iOUfiGtd oE t1'Mt names. 
~ of 10K. ,.~ e.burt, ... name of appc.1nted 
c~f~ .e1t bt4tvSllaal aamedlatba ~tlona. 
~. ttbat ~pop~ ftSpODae. all .-.tAtd below. be p1:"G"licl_._ Dl.stri.et. Di'l'ee'tor. co III NAI'. OO.lMFPac far: 
t1w . pafoae ~f ~ondtaa to tbta type of ....."t 

tt>-.. ,of Na~i:ae/C~ hQ 'bee ma4e a party tb an . 
~d.pt1G1\, imrolYhta, .. '.' '" ) . __ tutVla~ c1V11lana. 
A l'fa1:1ne ,~. (~ of, e01iaa8el) h,aebe_ "fPolnte.cl to I, 
rep"_c (ltar1De!Ccr,p81lllUl) in ~ P'I'Oeeed,Saga. U 

"Thla 1avest~lon i. 'l!re1ng ~ed by 'tl:ae 'l1rl.rd '., 
l~ ~'bfbiouaF()~·1.B Vi.1:I1am.ad. _ the. f.:BtB'est 'of 
phmdhg the ~s of the (~ir.wJCo'rp"')" no addUr1ona.t" 
dUCltt8Sttm OIl th1a _1:_ U pouible UQtllaftel' ~l 8.l!.ttlou 
hajJ"beea eompl.ated.:t•· . , .' 

2. If a &efteTll'&l. ~on ·tIle ~1.1 aeri~ of' I~ or 
s~l :of the bte.tdenta 111 reeeiYod, ltia ,P'J:'OPQseQ 't;'ba.t 

-, 00 "'PM,t 00..111 .MAJ' or 'JI:la.~ treapr.. tG the ~ in 
l.aaguage as foll·~t 
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ft~ hav4t been aO!la setoua ~_ ~. against 
indlvJ.dtr.al Marinas/COrp...,. SA VletnalUlfatof,feusea ,f 

coamttuo _wt Vl.~el'11illana,~· haeebarges m 
aov\lnd.,. ~t1pd.O!l 11M Upon OQliIpletllJftof .~~t.i:ua,. 
ap,£Vpriate 1..-1. t:C' dUd.pUaary tlc1:f.on "'11 h$ tat-" 11 
_JrMntEKt·. ~,hl·the mt __ t. of ~t..~ ~ ~. 
of bid1~1. c~. no .ckU.tioatl info-rmatinu ea.. he 
prov1ded urttU 1.1 ae't1011 'hlul been cempleted. the 
!ndf.'V1ciQal8 cOJll«:emtid ban bean provl.Jed wlthmlli tarylA.w1 ... 
to l:~t them b.tbe 1.n9uUsat1ve P1l'OC!eecU •• ·~ 

~... Ia o:Ner to ~ able to nspOlld topr'" ~e8 ontht.s 
lIUhjeet ta the iJ~oeed ~'. thi. ~ers B!lUIt' be 
Mt1fl .... u aoOftU poeslh18 ·of '1Ui)' cbmge. in the status.en: 
~_ G.f ..,1rMI1Vi~ Ba'Ied In tho tJm:Rlaation. l1id.s 
infas::mat101l wtll he ~ed to t.ha appropriate District' . 
Dil"eeto'J' ff.....- .Ms .. In· .;>~Wltb. 10_1 p1:."a ..... 
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Copy to Chief of Staff and Dirlnfo 
(drafted by Dirlnfo) 
(closely held) 

10 Nov 1966 

Lieutenant General Victor H. KRULAK, USMC 
Commanding General 
Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
c/o FPO, San Francisco, California 96601 

Dear Brute: 

The purpose of this letter is to bring to your personal 
attention a serious breakdown in the command-to-command noti­
fication of the very grave incidents involving personnel of 
III MAr. 1 refer, of course, to the atrocities allegedly 
committed against Vietnamese nationals by members of 1/5 and 
3/7, and which are now either before a general court-martial 
or undergoing formal pre-trial investigation. 

These matters first came to my attention whan I was informed 
of a telephone call received at this Headquarters from a 
recruiting officer in the field. He had received a call from 
a mother of a Marine in Vietnam who bad just received a letter 
from her son infoming bel' that be and nine other Marines were 
being held for ''wantonly kill1n& Vietnamese civilians." A 
quick check of the cognizant staff sections at this Headquarters 
elicited tbe fact that no one here kaew anything about the case. 
Consequently, a priority meaaage 042345Z OCT (C), was sent to 
your Headquarters with information copies to III MAF and 
lstMarDiv requesting information on the allegations. Our records 
indicate that no reply to that message was ever received, and 
subsequently my first official tnformation on either case came 
on 26 October, when a copy of the completed investigation on 
the 1/5 case was received at Headquarters Marine Corps. 

Itm sure that you are aware, Brute, that I must keep our 
civilian superiors informed of these matters as soon •• tnfor­
nation can be provided and. in this regard, MeO 05740.2 applies. 

CMC FILE COpy (Code A) 

DECLASSIFIED 

, 
I 
I 

\ . 



DECLASSIFIED 
'.,; ~ \'~ 

:. 'iloth the Secretary and the Under Sec.l,tetary have been most:· ., 
upset recently about ,not being informed of tragic aGcidents,}' ~<,I,.)', ': 
in the Navy and, of course ,. these serious Marine cor;ps,cases/" " 
have just added fuel to the fire 0 " • • 

Best regards, 

~~ 

{lJ 

(I.) 

• 
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MESSAGE REPRODUCTION FOR~ (2100) 
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W:>NFIDENTIAL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380 

_ _. ~. _ _ .. --. _ ..... .. w, .eI!I 

QUE;;yg t),l'IGti!'~E tHE ~1A~rNES ~N'\jOLVED? 
JESPONSE 8 T() PROl~CT t;:EX/"; OVN ;w:n:m~:srS!l AS ilJELL 

AS THOSE OF THE GOVERNMENT il fiE CANNOT mt1.El~0E THEri1 NA~jE:S 
UNTil, AND UNlESS fMl'!':'lt' ARE BROUGHT TO l"RIA1.o tHE DEGREE OF 
AttEI3ED n1PtICAT!ON OF THE ltNDI'liT::UAL ~lArHNES l'iAS NOlr Y~T 

'f ' 

[,EEN DE1'ERIUNEDo ! CAN TELL YOU91·;':i.~E;VE~ .. 'nil~T EACH Olli' THE MEN 
INVOLVED IS REPRESENTED BY EI.fXER ~~MUr-ll.t. OR OOAV'\I' lAi).YVIR 
GOU;~;:)EL 0 

QUERY~ ~HAr ARE TH~ ACCUSATIONS?, : 
RESPONSEs tHEY AHE A U .• 1f:8 AT X O!'l s .. AT tHIS 1in~t~ c:> "" Nor YEl 

Accu.s~rlre}NSo THEY ln~ClijDE AttE8~~l10N5 C.ON.CERNjU~a fWRDER OF F:i:~r£ 
VYETt.J~NESE CIVXLIPJNSg> RAPE or TYl.O ~JO~lEN j}. BURGLARY or 9EVE~AlL HO~ES'i) 
ASSfiU1.1 OF A NUMBER OF VIE1MA~iESE 0IVIL!ANS" BUT tHE AtLEtlATILlNlS 
ARE NOT YEl SU3SH)i~rIATE!)@ . 

~UEEY;: t1HAT CAN YOU SAY REGARDUlr.J ANOTHER CASE IN tm:um If ES 
?EPOi~l'[D THAT THREE ~1EMBERS Of A r'iAYUlIJE PA1P.OL~RE CHARGE!) tHTH 
llWRDER 0> ,,. AtSO P'ROM lAST SE?TEf.1BE~? . ... . . . 

.. RESPOt>lSE & 'Jl'JUS !S CORRECT!.). T.NE ... n~VES!rGATION HAS BEEN 

.COMPLEtED Arm THE THREE ~~Ar:1NE.S. ~'~.!tl GO ON TRrAL BY 
GENERAL COURl ~l~RTrAt ON o:=t I\O,O,U1 DEp)!:\ti.B,ER i 90 R 965 Q 

Pt\~E 3 FHJlHlBP .fl223C 0 l~ Fl· DE N:l·t· A,··i, 
QUEF(tg WHAT HliP;~E~JS 11' THEY ARE COW'UCTED'l 
r.E:S~OMSE ii THE iFJAN or. nEW CON\] ICTED HOUlD BE 

tR M<i! Sf ERRED f:i:)!~ Ti-IE DEtENTiON fAcn.lfY HERE TO THE Ii" So 
NAVAL DISCIPL1NARY BARRACKS AT PORt~OUTH9 NaJ HAf1PSH!REc 
t.! NAVY SOARD or REViEl;,j t"/OUtD ACT ~~EXl ON THE CASE~ AND THE 
CONVICTE!) HAVE SE\~E:i'Mt ADDln:ONAL AV)!NUES Of ttPPEfbt Arft~ 
THAT III • " •. _ 

GU£~yg tHE ASSOC!ATED PRESS BA.CK IN. SALINASg KANSAS g 
QUOTES A ~W1HER AS SAYING j·iER..SCnlJ·t).wc .J.oJ!t~ x'" DOUG~if,l IS 
SEINe TRiED ON A Ml.mDER CHA:1G.t:G XS TM.!!:S, .c.ORRECf? 

r~ESPO!l]SE ~ HE ;rs BEiNG nHED 0: , , 
flU!!:flYs ARE 1HEFlE A~V O!NEl'($]. BE:nJQ T'RYEO FOR tH~ SAME 

OFFENSE?' .. 
FUl:Sf"'ONSE g YESo t~w Q1HE:RSo lHEYR. NA~ES ~fiEf 
ejUEltVs '1!'f{REE 01.' YOUR !1tf:R~NES tJ.E:RE. CONViCiED Of RAPE 

BACK ~N AUGUST A~~i) THI:::li, SEi'STEN:;EB.' HA~·a: t~(F,': 82ltN AP~ROVEn 91 
Ii NAVY ;::,OAr?:) OF REVYEtJ G I;)HY UAS TH~G ~~:JT: ~p..r;E PUf:;l!..XC AN 

~, ~'.." CONFIOENTIAL 
B-S120 
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MESSAGE REPRODUCTION FOIiJ..1 (2100) 
NAVMC HQ 534 (REV. 12-~5) 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

~NflDE.NTIAl HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

?USLIC!SE SXNCE' IT- IS UNQU2$~t'B:~:~~~;~~,c~:d~~_8'th~E to tME ENE[~VG 
Bur It ~!A~ ~mf KEPT SECI~ST Q Ai) IN AL., SUCH CA3Ef)9 IT ~,:~~ 
PROMUl!..¢JATEu TO AT~OCP8 THROUGHOUT .tHE OIVIS1:0NG FOR SOUND 
lJISCIPl IN Arrt ~iI~ASONS tIE \u\NT l!VE~:Y t']A1UNE 1'0 ~E:r iiN~ \:u.:mn 
CONC!R:'JZ~JC SER10US ACT£:' OF r,llSSEHAVlOR~ 

QUE3lYe A~E YOUl HAVING A RASH OF SUCH ~MJOR !NCIDENTS? 
S~r.SPONBE 8 NO c THE GREAT BULK .oF OUR ~urrmrm -

iN VIETNAM ARE vJEti,'.-.mrscaPLINED AND' ~jE'Ll.QBEHAVEDQ THERE ARE 
ACTUALLY fE\'?ER SUCH CASES NOt, fj) .Ji:N PR-OPORTXON to OUR 
PRE:sr,wr STRENGtH OF 6S" 000 9 THEt~ fiilEnt .~YERE 
SC(i1E ~rON1H;?l AS'('Jfj AND lfE~~[R lMMJ IN. A l?EACET!rU; ENVlrtOI'JMEN1 o 

QUEi~yg COULD K HAVE fJ. LIST Of'Atll.. S.UCH CASES AND 
T:'m: COllRr..,MAFri!'ltAl fINDums FOR tHE tAST KiX MONTHS? 

RESPONSEg WE CANNot RELEASE STATiSTICS ON 
nISC!PtJt:NAFrr CASES" ONLY 't;-lE: SEC:"{E1AHY OF ft«£ NAVY HAS 
1MAT AUTMORI'li''lio . 
3 0 THC rONEGO ~~~:3 SFEcn~EN QUE:1i!C.9 fiND riE:5~>mIJ8ES 

." , 

GI:NERAtlY CO':}E:? tHE VAKIED s:n.'UATIONS. ,~HiCH UE ARE r'~m~ r'AC1NG 9 
~NO AZ~E CONSIDERED to 2E f;ESPONSIIJE TO THE fOLlO~'J YN3 [;t\SlC 
p!~rNC!PLESa , ' ... 

A 0 !NFORNt!1~:ON ON SEREOUS CHl~ms ~n:tL NOT BE l;j'OLUNTECi1Ei.:l 

't .~, "I ~ " • '~.,J,., . 

. "" ~:. . .. 

P>~GlE 6 mmtBP li!:223 CON F I~:b'iN~ 'r 'J 'A: i. 
THAT I) At SUCH inr~E f.:S tME IN'lfEIRESTS" OF, t.HE f.\CCaJf1ED 
"\i1~L1. NOT B~ JE(]~ARD!2:ED B1 FUBl!.. Ierry ~ tHE PRE~S 
~Elt BE KEPt IN FlCHtMKC!) 0 . " e40 YOoo ©O~tURRENCE IS REQUESTED iM THE F~mEG'1n~Ci f.\~lRO~CHi TO 
~~:~lNQ PRESS PR08LEl1iS XN l~E .Sle:RIOU8 C.\1nu:s ARIU.~G LONFIDENTIAL 

~"'" q, n, .... ~ _ :~ ',,' , ... • '. 

D1' 
,.\ , •.• ,. .'~, .1. ..... ..-!<'~' ',.' •.• • •• ,' 
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~ 
~ 

CON rID E N T I A L PERSONAL FOR MGEN NICKERSON, MGEN RoaERISH~W. 
MGEN KYLE t'IND BGEN m~RBOLD INFO GEN GJiEENE AND L'fGEN lOWLAl{ FROM ..... 
LIGEN ~!tn~T II . 

OUR ~W[\~BER ONE PROBLEM 
i" I KNmJ 7' HAT tiLL OF YOU tHiE DEEFL Y CONCEHNED P\~lD g~RE Tfc\K ING THE 
ACTIONS YOU CONSIDER APPROPRIATE TO MEET THE PROBLEMS REFLECTED IN THE 
SHAG? RISE OI" SERIOlJU INC IDENA' S tlITHIN YOOB :GOf1J.{NDS" IN PLANNJtNG YOUR' 
E~<aFOR:rS~ T!iE: FOtJ~O~JJ.INCj OBSER\Jf.lIIONS ,'ND SUGG11:S'XIOr~S J~Pl~!'Et4~ 10 r~E 10 
BE lliORTHY OF YOUH CONSIDJIFU\T ION I> 

2~ IT IS .AN OVER SHJPLIFICATION TO l..?\'l THE BtlHqE ON THE QUALITY Of e OUR LEADERSiHP\I AT LEAST NOT AS ,~ BL:~NKEr HmrCIMEN! AS IT IS USUAIULY 

PAG E t:~W DD leE :2 H),,:j CON F 1. DEN T ! A t 
E[iJPLOYED" I BEL IEVE ~ Hm~l;:VEH 1I l'HP,,'f PE:rm?J':}S l' HE FOCUS OF OUR LEADERSlHfl 

HAS BEEN TOO SH{~RP:L Y CONCENrRI~TED ON OUR OPEJU~T!ONi\t PROBLEMS 
AND ~JE i,\Ui Y NEED 10 REOR!ENT AND BROADEN. THIS FOCUS TO D~VOrE ~lORE 
r mE t'tND AlIEN! ION 'l'0 r HE IHfHNING OF OUR YOUNGER ~ LEi3S i'U~lURE LEP.DEft£ 
(~ND TO WJREEYE BP1J .. t. 'TO EYE BALL, '[ALKS It] HH ALL OUH 1nWOP5 ~ ~iE H~lVE BITI£N 

THROUG H Ii PERIOD OF ACUTE SHORTAGES IN Olm C(JMPAN'f OFfICERS I) '{IrE HAVE· 
HAD TO RELY FREfHJENIL Y UPON XN~:Xi"~ER IENGED NQN'''Cml~HSI0NED OFF leERS IN 
PDSIT. IONS ori' GREATRESP0l\1S1B IL:rry q TO OVERCCWJE TXJ£ :EffECTS OF THIS~ 
WE NEED A PERIOD OF lNTENSIVEPERSONAL EFrORT BY OUR MAIURE~ 
EXPERIENCED OFFICEf,{S AND NONCON~USS.IONED OFFICECE 1'0 COUNSEL AND' TRAIN 
nt~;IR JllNHlRS~ FORNAL SCHOOt.S AHE Nor pnl-\CT1Gi~L IN OUR PRESENt 
TACTICAL DISPOSITIONS. aUT FREQUENT INFORMAL SESSIONS ARE POSSIBLE AND 
OFfEFl POIEN:n:m~LY sU:CH RF.t'iARDS .. ~1ENEED DISCUSSiON.S OF SUCH. :fUNDAr~EN!m •. 
~,.'" ~\~C~'S A '" A~"'" ~o. U~'I:l~~'\"D ~'i "1'1'''' '-''''r1:''t:'l-A) "'U'"'" ~S',r~D "~1 coa'~·'-C·"r'in;..' ;,uOIlJt.;! i-l::::' '''diE, .l..LJ .• b .. nfdc. ll\ Am:, !·H'I.~.n.L-.,,!!'· tiLL,ht.. J.l~ "i\II"'.':'",.>,_,.];'; 

~JiTH ltiE PER~;ONL~\I~ RESrOr-JS}: S~rUDYe r~ECENT E\JF:tiJTS (J!~~~}rR CON\iINOING 
EVIDBWE THAT THE GENERALj;.TTITUD£ rOig.i-iRD THE V1ErNt~m~SE PEOPLE IS 
MtHHFESTLY POOR ~lND ["lUST BE CHM~GED@ THEfiiE Ami: !H.SO STRONG INDICATIONS 
f.ffHtlT WE NEED?ERSON?Il, ATtENTION TO IHE. RESPONSIBIL!TIES OF' LEi~DEflSHI.P 
~,ND VIGOROUS EFFORTS TO IJ:lEED OUT THOSE l~HO ARE INEFFECTIVE 0 . 

~. IN COORDINAtION WITH THESE EF'ORTS. 1 BELIEVE WE CAN ELiMI~ATE SOME 
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OF OUR FutURE PROBLEMS BY SCREENING OUR cmlMANDS 10 SEPARATE fIl!iIG~~:' c',· 

MEN WEOSE RECORDS DE~lONSTRATE THEIR UNFIlWESS Of~ UNSUITAB!LITY'F~ 
RETENT ION; PART ICULARL Y AT A tIME \II HEN THE DEMANDS OF OQY SERV let . 
CALL FOR SEl.F DISCIPLINE IN A GREATER MEASURE THAT EVER BEr'ORE~fro 
~LusrRATE tHE PO!NT~ ONE OF OUR MEN WHO IS FACING TRIAL FOR MURDER 
H~S SIX NONJUDICIAL PUNISH~lENTS IN HIS RECORD" 'j\,RUE, THERE ARE otHERS 
FACING SERIOUS CHARGES ~IHO HAVE NO DISCIPLINARY RECORDSI' BUT JUDICIOUS 
SCREENING MAY ELIMHJAIE SO~E OF OUR POTENTIAL PHOBLE~JSo 
4 Ii) A MORE CAREFUL EXAMINAtION OF OUR DISCIPLH1ARY REPORTS, AND 
INCREASED EFFORTS TO MAKE OUR 1R rAtS AND PUNIShlttlEN!S AS PROMPt AS 
WE CAN t4AKE 'fI-!Er1 9 WITH!N THE UW, OFFERS ANOTHER AHEA FOR ATTACK 
AGAINS7 A SITUATION THAT WE ALL RECOGNIZE IS NOT GOING TO BE 
RESOLVED BY ANY ONE MAGIC FORMULA9 
5" I CANNOT BELIEVE THAT OUR t~EN FlILt Y UNDERSTAt.JD AND APPRECIATE HOW 
DISASTROUS T HEIR SO~'iE1' HIlES THOUG HTL2SS ACT IONS CAN BE TO OUR EfFORTS 
HERE 0 ONE MAN II T HROUG H crUME p OR JUST PtA IN WANTON DISREGARD Of Hm1AN 
~DIGNITY9 CAN UNDO IN A FEW MINUTES THE PROLONGED EFFORTS OF A REIN­
FORCED BATTALIONg WE MAKE PROPAGANDA FOR THE ENEMY WITH EVERY HEEDLESS 
ACT TOWARD THE VIETNAMESE AS A PEOPLE AND AS INDIV!DUALS~ AT THE SAME 
THiE t WE UNDO ALL THE GOOD THAT H~S BEEN DONE .. HE MUST GET THIS 
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NNNNKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEMB175EC\Sg2 
PP RUlECEM 
DE RUMN~f 2~n2 S29~73g 
ZN'i NeeCe 
P 25 'lJ138t NOV 66 
m CG XIII M!\F 
to RUECtM/CMCN 
INfO RUHl,BP/C G FMFP~C 
B1 
C 0 'N F IDE N T I A L 
SERIOUS INctDENT REPORT 
~o MOO 051~t602 
80 Cf3 FMFP;f~ l11905Z NOV 65 
$@ CG FMFlP~e 24102042: NOV 55 ' 

1)0 tELECONl CI 688 eO I 59 i IS FMFPAC 25 U 1215 H NO 66 
~o'OLLOWING CONFICMS REF D II ' , 

20 '\t 2~R93(lJH NOV 66!i FOUGXUNIDENlIFIED MARINES OFSCO'l C U~ ARE 
~tLEGED TO H~VE ENtERED PRIVATE HOME ON VIlL4GE OF KH! S~N~~ND 
SEXUI\ll..l Y MOLESTED TWO WOMEt-l OCCUPANTSo WOt'IJEN INVOLVED -\RE ~R~ES OF 
LOC~l CIVIL ICREeUL !\RDEFENSE eROU.p. (eI DG,h ~o.FUNES ~LSO~I!..1.tGED 
to MAVE fHREAfENED E~nE.Rt Y MAN AT lUFLE POINts 

~I'IV£S1'IGmON S'i'lt'lIN PROGRESS 25> l>7.3 i?z! 
CONFI~NTIAL -, 
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OYUHEMB103tP~ 1~1 
-PPfUlIECEM 
DE RUMNMF 20[3 3290135 
ZN'{ CCCCCN 
P 2501352: NOV 66~ 
FM CB III ~j4F 
TO RUECEMI CMCN 
INFO RUHLBP/C G FMFP "C B1 . 
CON ; 1 DEN ! I ~ t 

•
tOus iNCIDENT REPORT 

~MCO 05140&2 

DE~ARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE COR~S 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380 

g~ CG FMFPAC !1R90~Z NOV 56 
Cc·CG fCt!l'r.~C 2402g~Z NOV 66 
lJo 1El.CO~'WS HI fliAf to CIS FfIillfPAC 25·U05H NOV 66 
.:ito 'Ot,LQj~ENG COtU"XCOOS REf Do . . 
20 '\1, '2'~ U~tlHIHll NOV 66~ MARINES RIDING IN TRUCK mOVING SOU1M ON ROAD 
fROM RED BEACH At iNtERSECTION OF H1tGHW.\'Y n '.ND lB9 8f ~S5as~~ 
~l1.,EGlEl!)JL. y CO~UllENCED FltCING INTO NGA SA .HUE H~ML.Er e VIETNAMESE 
~'fliEONJ\!t. POLICE G HIE CHACE" ONE Put!CE~AN REPORTED SHot lifMILE 
IR!!RSUI~G tRUCKo ONE VI:e:fNA~~SE lUl!..LED~ND TWO otHERS WOUND:€De 
TRUCK 111 ~s S'liOPPED BY ~p 4NI) F{]UR SUSPECTS \PPREMENDEIH 
L©P!. Se'eYe BORROWM ll 2i~R0ra1~ US~Ci\!l 
l!..~f1 taMa ESPX~Z~~ n9689S9~ US~CN 

.:~,~.~~;\ 

PAGE 1!'t1OJ RUM~~f"'2tin3 CON f IDE N 1i.,.{. ~ i 
Left JenQ WIDE~ERp 2i28~50~ us~c 
m ;!i:ll~d~e COllARD!} 2 R~g55 R ~ USMC ALL OF ·11H MT B~c 
30 SUSP[CTS X~ COUSTO~Yc 
~0 X~VE~tEGAfION IN ~ROGR!SS® 
50 POPUJL.~CE AWG~REDo 
Gl1J3b~ 
~t 
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NNNN~g~~22,5751CA29GVZCZCPH0213V MFP608 
W RUECEM 
DE GKMNMF 20~4 329~134 
ZN'\f CCCCC 
? 250134Z NOV 66 
FM CG III MAF'" 
TO RUECEM/CMC 
INFO RUHLBP/CG F'MF'PAC 
ST 
~ONNrFIlA 1.. 
SERIOUS INCIDENT ff,aaORl 

• ~~O F:~~:~ Q~ 1 [9~~~"NOV 66 
Ce CG FMFPAC 2&j020~Z NOV 66 
DG !ELCON CIS III MAF la' F~fPAC CIS 25K105H NOV 66 
JMJ FOU.OW ING CONFXRMS"'k'EF" 0.. ·N 

2~ PFe CHARLES EQ FERGUSON 20996!1~ US~C9 UNDER ARREST FOR ALLEGED 
RAPE AND MURDER WHICH OCCURED AT 2413a0H NOV 66~ IN AN MOA RUNt 
Al 815413 VlCTIM AZS 1RAN THI BON, 39 YEAR OLD WOMANG 
5G At APPROXIMATELY p 1330 9 24 NOV, MRa TAN9 VIETNAMESE DIRECTOR· 
OF AN HOA INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX, REPORTED TO CO~ 3/9 tHAT A MARINE HAD 
KIDNAPPED A V IEtNAMESE FEMALE AND. HAD 1 AKEN HER TO A HOUSE IN THE 
AREAo BN SST MAJ, ACCOMPANIED EVA MEDICAL OFFICER, ~ENt IMMEDIAtELY 
TO HOUS~ DESIGNATED BY MHo TAN& AS THEY ARRIVED~ FERGUSON RAN FROM 

PAGE two RUMNMf.2.21A4 C C NFl D. E N 1 I AlL 
tHE HOUSE ANDSAS APPREHENDED BY THE SGT MAJ Il> tHE SGt MAJ ENTERED 
THE HOUSE AND VICTIM ~AS FOUND SAVAGELY BEATEN~ APPARENTLY RAPED v 
LYING OF tHE FLOORo SHE DIED SHORTLY THEREAFTER." BODY tRANSPORTED 
10 NSA HOSPItAL lJ DANANG,. AutoPSY WILL BE PERFORMED,. 
~o CXVIL POPULACE EJt?ECTED TONNE ANGRY G 

54) 3D BN t 9tH MARXNt'S"1tNVESTIGATXNG II 

G?"'4 
BT 

25""0"1 :,4-l:­
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~j(KKKKXKKKKKKEl<l~'gK~K!O(E;~B2\9~C;i,5~0 . 
~_U!:CEM. . ' .. '< 

iJlEL~UM~lA ~~~~~ '~2~W~@}K 
~!'iT( EEEEE 
~ ~~ 0.31@fiZ NlOYI M; 
WI'l ©13l W1I1il1Sr ~'l\BlJ)) X\v filE liN) 
'lI'O RU.E©~M/©Yl© 
XNWlQl RUi-dLBf>/r (+ ~:·j~f1-\e (K 0fll9~ 
lENJI C~ It n ;t.l 't l~: 
~EW sZVl::~"n! M4~ 
lE~ViMR~~ B~ ~E~ENlf~ M\R 
8f 
UN©t·~ E W f 0 . 

\ '.,. 

; .. 

St.]lSlJ8 SJEr.sR~m~ li~©ElDENJf C~SE Of ?;:;RSO~':~::L rrW:'l 3D BN 11M 
~EW8 '\~, .CG R~;~~rHH%1 lL, rR R1ITl?C/·iW.:1 ~IW;:::fl. 5)80@ Olp 200Ct6 
[\)j01f '.I,a, '.. .. 
1f~]: C~~ES m~ (gfJlL, 1LJj©~~<09~WC KEEW~N AI~ri. ~wc ~E~O'i1'~QdSKlio 
lPfE~H{]Ul!.53L 'If' ~Ejp;OR'jfC:~ JrNl REf 0 :i I.;] eRE RE:F£fHEI.) lfijR 'lfRl! ~L BY ~:'Jl 

~. 

~ ~ 
"'!§2 '. 
~iO .• 

a8 

~f <'l:1'I) 
~ 

fiG 
IU'S 

~(D Cbli1l 
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CMCe; J4. I --; 
~ \ U ACM 

MILSEc- \ . 
CofS--- ~[ 
DC/S{p·KP)~ __ -_-.-
SGS---- I 
"---~·I~~=~-

I 
... '_ .. 

I. 

NNNNWZCZCWWN593ICA317VZCZCPH0255VV MFP682 
PP -RUECEM 
DE RUl'lNtvlF 2779D 3281315-. .. ·· 
ZNY SSSSS ,-, 
P241315Z NOV O(ttEQ." I ~ ~If'~ !A~Ql!! \'--. , 1ft B 'CG FMFPAC 10'£ l? 

_ ST J 

.,SECRET 
PP§§T81 f aEB ]'0'15 J NgWENT 
Au Mca 05140,,2 
10 lAW REF A, THE FOLLOWING REPORT IS SUBMITTED: 
Ao NATURE qF INCIDENT: ALLEGED MOLESTING OF TWO FEMALES 
ON 23NOV66" 
80 NUM8ER OF MARINE CORPS PER~JNNEL INVOLVED: FOUR, 
HOWEVER~ SEE NAnRATIVE SUMMARY BELOWo 
Co UNIt: ISfBN, 3DMAR~ 3D MARDIVo 
Do NATIONAL OR XNTERNATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE. UNDETERMINED 
AT THIS TIME .. 

..,.~ 4>..~ 

' .. ':.',' l 'lj 

2., NARRATIVE SU~lMARY: IT IS ALLEGED THAT FOUR MARINES ENTERED:: 
A PROVATE HOME V.lC. KHE SANH, RVN, ANO SEXUALLY MOLESTED TWO ·N 
FEMALE OCCLIPANTS. IT IS FURTHER ALLEGED THAT AN El.DERL Y MAN 
PRESENT WAS THREATENED A! GUNPOINT: THE lDEN! lTY OF THE PERSONS 
INVOLVED HAS NOr BEEN FSTABL ISHED ~ 

PAGE TWO RUMNMF 27790 SEC RET 
. 3" THE CO~tMANDING OFFICER, lSTBN, ·3DMAR. HAS ORDERED AN 

lNIJF' ,n re; AT rON, • . p l ("'I/pfl(j <.? t 
~l)8S:-:06,~#'~;r f!-er)a/'r- tulll tJ.~ mfJDe upo,() CD~ 
THE INVESTIGATIONo 
81 

13 IS --- SECRET 
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PAaE THRIE RUABQL nn2~B c 0 ~ F .. I D E· -N T I A t 
~ It CONCLUDED~I1H A D[~AND fOR-~CTION THAT ~OutD RESULT IN ELi? 
~lWAfING ONNA VU,tAGE AS IMPACt AREA(l - ' -, 

~3) NAVOR AND HIS DELEGATION WERE INVITED TO VISIt CAMP MANSEN RANGE 
'ON R!NOVo DELEGATION ACCEPTED XNVlfATXON I~MEDIATELYG DURING VXSIT 
THEYOBS!RVED Ft»U~G POINTS AND WERE· GIVEN Ei\PlLANA'UON OF SAFEZY FREe> 

.- CiPlU'il'IONS BY CAMP BUTtER RANGE PERSONNELs VISIT \'JAS CONCLUDED AMICABl,Ye 
(~) tHE WOLLOWING ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN BY THIS COMMAND AND/OR CA~F 

~aJftERG> 
«~) ~lLl ~IR!er fXRE (90MM~ n~6MW AND ARTILLERY) HAS BEEN TEMPORo 

&R lLR. V SUSPENDED ON tHE CJ%MP iIlANSENIMPAcr AREAG D tRIer fIRE W ILL. CON? 
tU1UE ~'lf CAMP SCHt!AB AND IN tHE NORTHERN TR/UNINGl ARE~. 

«8» CAMP BUtLER RANGE REGULATIONS ARE BEING RE~XEWED WItH A VIEW 
10~~RD IMPROVING SAFETYo R!CO~MENDED CHANGE WILt BI FORWARDED fO CA~P 
~tB'irtER fa'if tHIS MQS0 

«C) ~INtH MAS R~NG[ I~SiRUCYIONSARE ·BEING REVI~W~D WXTH THE SA~E 
@~JEerr~V~ AS ABOVEQ 

«D) 'E~SIB~lIf~ O~ MORI ExrE~SIVE USE OF 'THE CA~P FUJ! GUN TANK 
H~NGE IS B[I~G srUDIEDe 
2Q &tn'ICEPA1E 'flUS 'X~~L R1e:PO~f ~BOVE XNC!DE·~rs AS O'IfMe:?t rN~N ffOUiXNE 
©©~~trIO~ OF CL~I~S PROCESSl~G rURr~ER ~ctXVX1Y ~OT E~PECTEOo 
~pc:.~ 

~ 
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"~'~'.l.! -. .,:",. . " ," 

v ~; '. ! ~:'~/'I~K:~ , 

~NfiDENnA~ 
'I'~ 
I HEADQUARTERS 'UN! TEO STATES MARl Pi~ CORPS iwi ,';, , ~: r: ;:. - ;..~;:< .' '. 

WASH I N{\TON~' 1r.'C: '2.0 3M' . .. • •. _ .... ~',::'.~ 1" ;."':...... :. "".;: ~ ... i:~ ,;:~ -;<;;; ... 

, • ',I , 

?? RtJ!'t1)!'H qUCK~H 
DE RUECEM 134 3252114 
Z~IY ecce: 
p '21~ li~z \lOV66 
FM CMC 

, 
I ,~ .... -
I 

TO RU~)fH/~G MAqCOqS CA~PE1 
RfJCKEH/CG iVA1:::O\2 CA[ilL£J 
'Sf 
c 0 ~ F I J E ~ T I A L 
.PE::tSO~AL CO'WUGT I\i !<VN (C) ,--it 
t Pdt:.JO% UP i8qov'~\j gl!.LI!l£EN AC/S G~3HE:P l'1cr3 C[;:ilFE)'l ,;\ND tIC01. 

EoVl. HA'~LO\i ~ HGMC 
~ FC1ZCO' or 21~OV66 BErWEE~ AC/S G-3 NC8 CAMLtJ AND LTGOL E.W. 
HA~lO~ f Lf"iMC 
l~ FOt C01FIQMS AMD AMPLIFIES R~? A AND REF 8 

".. .~.~,..'\ tIO-\!' "~""I"" Y" ,· .. ·'.)VOF "' .... ~, ,,~·"'t"""·· n·:-·Il;-',· ... ~,-1'('" ~"'l'"' f"rc"D"f''lI'~~' ~ ~!Jt.!J I '.~ ~\.4L.!!.f t lit-."\~:'. ~!. dt.H.\ _.t'( "'"'.\ J.,.,.·.\:!.~Aj, ,~\J .. \j ), ~\~\\i ··,;:..r:1!t U"".1. t,.!J 
AT .1E 5TP..GI·~G S~ r~GB Cl\MPEN Arm ICT co:mUCTl'::o CY THE: I1H'S lliILL 
I~CLUDE I'~ST~t IN ?E~:30~AL CO\lDUCT HI HV~ 
3.. SUCH INSI'~ SHOULD INCLUDE FOL TEflCHHlG P():~:~T~L; 

~. ~ESPECT FOR LIVES AND PROPERTY Of CIVILIAMS 
SO' ACTS OF Vl'OLEtIlC,:: A~E VIOLATIO\l OF UCM.J 
C"I,JA\lTI)~l D:::ST1UGTIO~ OF PP.OFIE~TY; IN~mqy 0:,( DE .. 11H OF 

CIVILIA~ p~~S MILITATES A3AI~Si EFF2CTIVE I~rEL EffORTS 

~3E TWO ~U[CE~ 134 CO, F IDE ~ T I A L 
D .. , A'Ut;:C[;l!Y 5ET\;n:E~ us FORGES td~D RVN PGF'ULt,l "Con ilH!TE'U,:,~) \' 

CO~IRI3UT::S 1('; DEFE/H OF' us AH1S 
E ... AG:=<:>E;SSliJi!: 

CRDER TO ?"~c:rn:CT 
:'IlA T1 0 iI AI. S 
G? .... 4 
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DE RU~N~F 22850 25 H07 
ZI'J'{ CCCCC 
P 21 HOn NOV 66 
FM CG'THI~D ~ARDI~ 
to RUECEM/CMC 
INFO RUHI..8P/CG FMfPAC 
ZEN/CG IU ~AF 
Sf 
C 0 ~ F X D E ~ T I A L 
SERIOUS INCWE~T REP~RTS (U) 
AQ CG F~FPAC ~ 120022: NOV 65 
B~ CG FMFPAC 180501Z NOV 66 
Co ~CO 0514 De 2 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380 

,-. 

DIl CG THIRD MARD!V' X00319Z NOV 66 
Eo CG THiRD MARDXV 120353Z NOV 6~ 
F Q CG tHIRD MI\RDIV 110546Z NOV .56 
10 REf f!. DIRECTED Po REPORT OF EVERY· I~CIDE~T WITHIM THE PURVIEW OF 

REf C UPON WHICH FULL INFOR~AtIO~ HAS ~or BEE~ PRO~!})~ C2I!C AND CG 
~~FPACo tHE SCOPE OF-REF C IS NOT CL£ARlY UNDERstOOD AS RESPECTS 
tME DEfINItION OF A ~SER!OUS l~ClnENr~o INtERPRETING CASES OF 
~~:n:(?)~AL OR !~TER)1ArIOrML !?il?LYCA1IONSw Ai SET FORTH IN REW Cp PoS 
1l'MOlSE 1;f!"l1CH WOULD BE 1RJ:ED BY GeM, tHIS REPORT IS SOOjHE~!EDe • - i CONFIDENTIAL 
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ir All ADDEES AE€:'{ON lHsnUSUtION OF 0:1.0$ FRO~ THIS COMMAND~ tHE 
I"IRSr GC~ CMO i~SUED 1M 1965 6Y nus COM~AND IN "I£t!'JA~ WAS ON g 
SEP 1965 c::> Po fOTAL OF 20 GC~ CMOS WERE ISSUED IN 1965 0 tHUS FAR, 44 
GC~ CWlOS HAVE SEEN ISSUED IN R966 e AS5UM ING THAT c~os IN THE: HA.NDS 
Of ADDEES ADEQlJAla~~t.Y fURNiSH tHE INFORMATION DESIRED CONCER~ING 

J
SERXOUS INC IDE~fts9rHE FOlLotHNG INFOR(VIAT10N IS SU8:vi 111£D REGARDING 
CASES ~Ot~ PENDI~Gg . . ' 
Ao PVT fERRV'LEE WILSON 2X5S065 US~Co REFS D AND E APPLY. 

'S" PVT JIMMIE L GOOD~lAN 2141624 U5!IIC<» REF F APPLIES. ARTICJ..:: 2 
. SCHEOUlED 2 IN OV56. 

Co CPt Lnl\\!~OD R NEWBY JRQ P 209:J051 us~c@ CHARGED VIOLATION ART 119 
(BY CULPA8LE NEGLIGENCE KILt TRUONG Due CHAU~ A VIETNAMESE N~r[ONAL 
BY SHOOrI~G HER WITH AN ~=14 RIFLE O~ 4AUG56)G TRIED BY GCM INOV66 o 

Not $UIlTY" " 
Do PFC COURTNEY A ~OORE 2117800 ijS~CG CHARGED VIOLAtION ART liB 
(MURDER LeFt JAMES T BAYME US~CBY SHOOTING HIM ON 18SEP66 WITH 
M=14 RIFLE)o TRIED GCM 2100T66 CONVICTED VOLUNTARY MA.~SL.AUGMTER 0 

SENTENCE APPROVED EY CAl BCD ,CHL'.l YR PARTIAl. FORFEITURES REDUCTION 
E=io' 
Eo LCPL JOHN C ltANPHEAR 2099H60USMC, CHARGED VIOLA1IO~ ART U9 
(BY CUL.PA3LE N.E~IGEI\1CE KiLL L.CPL DANIEL r FLOWERS 21699~8 us~c ON 

e 
PAGE THREE RUMN~F 22850 C 0 !'oJ rID E NT ! A L 
280CT 66 BY SHOOTING HIM ~vrrH :v: 7 i4,.RIFl.E)" CO RECO~ B~ CONVENED 
~T 32 INVES 19NO\J660 

Fe HM3 RO~AlD ~ GARRErr1943562 9 UeSai NAVY~ CHARGED VIOLATION ARt 
11 9 (BY CUlPABL.E NEGLIGENCE KIll LC?l. ROBERT W" KRALL. USOOC BY 
SHOO! ING Hl~ WiTH A <ll~; PISTOL ON i 70CT 66 0 TRIAl. GCM SCHEi:>Ul.ED 
2Q\JOV66", 
Go LCPL ROBERT F WADE 2132259 US~C9 FtSU12~ ATTACHED is! BN~ 3D 
MARINES~ CWARSED VIOLATION ART 119 {BY CUlPABLE NEGLIGENCE KIll 
LeFt JAMES We ~lASHKUHN 213S294 USI\1C ON,B~OV66 BY SHOOTING HIM WItH 
Ftj= i.@l RIFLE) 0 CO RST BN 3D NjARI~E ·s CO~VE~ED ARt 2 ON 1~l\!OV66" 
30 FOLLOWING SPCM o TRIED i4NOV66 BY aST BN 0 MARINES 9 USING 
lAWER COUNSEL. 8 " ' 
140 lCPL GREGORY A rHO~PSON 2~"'8288 US~Cg CONVICTED \HOt,Ar!O~ 1190 
~BY CULPABLE NEGLIGENCE lUll PFe DONAL:> D INGLEDEIN 2201.:f! ~2 USMC' BY 
SHOOTING HI~ .ON 14SE'?66 WITH M1i CAR'SIN·E)·Q SENTENCE3 i&MO CH1.8 fOR 
FElT 2/3 PAY ~O FOR &a ~O ~ RED!.JCr ION 10 E7 Kll 
40 lAW REF 69 SPDLtR REPQRT IN SAME FORMAt AS ABOVE W!tl BE SUB? 
;t1Xl'''1iED RECAPPiNG Al.L GC!t! Cf'i/OS ISSl1tD SI~CE BSEP55 Q 
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CMCj 
ACMe .tiL I . \, (tJ-

{lvLILSECJ Lffh RETUR 

EfljA 55 5ECJ14 9 
00 RUECP~ 
DE RU~~LA 27Jl~ 32;~255 
Z~ '( CCCCC 
o P 2132552 :JOV 66 -
FM C3Fl1ST MARDIV REIN 
ro.HLBP/C:; F~~FPAC (K~eJ5) 
I~ _. RUECDVSMC v-=-
ZE\I/CG I I I ~AF 
B1 

CofS {Jib I 
DC/S(P&P)~t/1b::t;lI-----1 
Bas I 

~··'··n"·· r'l . ~\ , I t 

U 

~··"·'C'·C··, U :; 

~ 
~ 
~ C C ~ rID E_~ T I A L 

ruBJ: DISCIPLINARY ACTIO~ 
USMC ... 

CASE OF PFC EDDIE HARRIS~ JR09 205!062, 

REF"g A. CG FMfPACl7i948Z ~OV 66 
IQ THE FalLOWl~G INFO SUBMITTED r. RESPO~SE TO ~EF Ao 
Af) SUGJ CHA~GE.') ~JlrH VlnLo ART 120 9 UCMJ RAPE OF VN fEMALE OM 5 
OCT 560 lC?L WAY'2 ~o HARDICK 2105642, USMC g CHARGED WITH VIOto 
mT 134 v UCMJ 9 ASSAULT WITH INTE~T TO COMMIT SODOMY SAME VICIIMo 
INCIDEIIlT OCCU'"!t(ED '~IHIlE 0:\1 DAYLI3H1' PAt':tOL", HARRIS ALLEGED YO HAVE 
FORCED 18 y~ ~L) GI~L 1'10 BACKROOM OF HOUSE AND RAPED HERo HARDICK 
~~LEGEDLY ASSAULTEJ GIRL ATTEMPTING TO pORCE HIS PENIS I~!O HEq MOU1Ho 
~ CASES R2FE~~ED F01 TRIAL EY GCM6 SCHEDULED FOR yqIAL 28 ANDS29 
~ov SEo COU~~EL FO~ EACH.MAJe CQW~ aLSO~o 
Gp o 4 
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·e 
NNN~!oVZCZCWWN 189VV YYNA 745\1\1 DJ)KA nS6 DOKN299 
PP tiWND I 

DE DbK~ 025W 32502R5 
ZNY cccce 
p 210216Z NOV 66 
FM CG FIRST :-rAW 
to W\~ND/eMC 
INFO YYNA/CG FMFPAC 
ZEN leG I II \fAY 
Sf 
CON FlO E ~ r I A L 
FOR F~FPAC F ... 007 
Ao CG F~FPAC MSS ~12052Z ~O" 66 ~NOTAl.) 

--
-10 IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A REPORT OF INCIDENT FOlLOWSs ON 

CR ABOUT 2 AUG 1956" SERGEANt WILLIAM Jo TUOHY JRo 654069 USMC ~ 
AlLEGEDLY RAPED DANG~tHIaKE A VIErNA1.ES~ NATIONAL AT MARBLE 
~Ou~tAIN AIR FACILITY o DA~~~G. VIETNA~~ ON 2~o21 oct 19G5~ 
SERGENA~T TUOHY WAS TRIED BY GC~ CONVEN!D THIS HEAD~UAR!~RS ~OR. 
ABOVE OFFENSE AND FOUND NOT GUILTY. AFTER TRIAL FATHER . 
(F ALLEGED VICTU~ DANG"'PHIEN7KE, EXPRESSED DISSATISFACTXON WIn€-' 
COURT~S FINDING AND STATED THAT HE WAS GOING TO ~RltE LETTER~ 
TO CG FIRST ~AW AND U9SoE~BASSY9 SAIGON. NO CORRESPO~DENCE 
RELATiNG 10 ABOVE HAS BEEN RECEIVED Bt THIS H~DQUARTE~~o 

• .. 
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NlNN!!lJ00!l1t3 11 220 005551 NAB15 ~ 
?P WWND . 
DE YY~A 2821 32S02S! 
ZNY CCCCC 
P !l90231Z NOV 66 
FM CG F~fPAC 
TO WW~D/C\\iC 
BY 
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SERIOUS ENCIDE~r REPORTS ~u» 
A~ rEtEcO~ FM COlL. SEY IER iS2300l 
ill REF A REQUESTED NOT IfICAT ION WHEN 1/5 AND 
311 CASES WERE REPORtED to COMUSM~CV BY 
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~I 

~ 

<W ~! 
~ 
c:n 

c::.:::1 !/f If 
~ 

c!J:.,;, PJG = 
&::0 

~1D 
CG III ,MAre THE ~/5 CASE WAS INITIALLY REPORTED TO CO~US~ACV 
uPON RECEIPT OF fJi:NA1. BACKLASH REPORT, 13 ~ov 669 

~ 
THE 311 CASE WAS X~xtKAtlY REPORTED UPOM RECEIPT 
or FINAL BACKLASH liEPORT e 14 NOV 66<J BOTH CASES WERE 
REPORtED A3AXN g BV PERSONAt ~SG fROM CG 111 MAW 
10 COI'iUS~lAC\P I> ON n NOV 660 
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jA(:~ I 
MILSEC I 
eofS &;"-1 0

------1 

DC/S(P&P)~ I 
SGS I 

I 

.-

NNNN:VZClCWWN189VV YYNA1~5VV, DDK/H86 DDKN29Sl 
PP W"'ND 
DE DDK~ 025W 32502R5 
ZNY cccce 
p 210210Z Nnv 66 
Ff1 CG f laST ~ AL­
TO WWND/CMC 
INFO YYNA/CG FMfPAC 
ZEN/CG EII 'iAF 
B!l 
CON F IDE ~ r x A L 

,. 

FOR F~FF', F =001 
Ac CG t:4 AC Ms§ i 12052Z NOV 66 (NOi~L) 
10 IN ACCORDANCE WXTH REF A REPORt 01 INCIDENT 10ll0WSll ON ;: 
Cfl ABOut 2 AUG l\950p SERGEANT WILLX.Ml J() TUOHY JRo 654069 USMC w 
Ali"EGEDlI,.lr RA~FD DANG"''iiMl>='X£ A VIETNAf.ES::: NAT XONAi. At MARBLE 
:-iOU!\!TAXN AIR FACILITY\> J)A~ANGo VXErNA~/) ON 2~o21 OC1 &~66g 
SERGEN~~t lUOHV ~AS TRIED BY GC~ eONVEN~D !HIS HEAg~U~Rt~RS ~OR 
ABO~E ~ff~~SE AND fOUND ~or GUIL1Vo AFtER tREAt F~lMER . 
OJ ~LL~GED vXC1tm DAroG "'PMIEN7'l(Ev ~Xpl.u;ssm DXSS~t 115' ~C1 EON tntH·· 
C~UR1~S 'XNDX~G ~ND SiATED TK~r Ht w~s GOXNG to ~RlrE L~f~ERS 
to CG WXRSf ~AW ~ND ~oS~E~BASSYo S~IGO~G NO CgRRESr~~DE~CE 
REl~1KWG to ~OVE M~S BEEN REC£XWED ~1·1M!S ME~O~UAR1[re$o 
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paGE 2 RUHLBP 26;, CON f Q DEN 1 a A L 
2o'~NCLOSLRE "l 10 REf A D~SCRiBES THE ACCIJENTS e 
&NC9DEroTS OR BDSTUR8ANCES ~HDCH MUST BE MADE tHE 
SUBJECT Of A REPORT BY A~Y UN~T COMMANDER OF T~E MAR5NE CORPlo 
COMMAMDERS WHO ARE REunREO 10 REPORT wueH 6NC80ENY$ QN ACCORDANCE 
~6i~ D8RECTIVES Of OPERAY~ON~L tOMMA~DERS~ ARE RO~U~RDD0 SV PAR 
2 ~f REf A@ TO $U5~Ol QNfORMATOCN GOraES Of SUCH REPORTS 10 CMCo 
~Q G~ ~~RRWI~G CUi W~[ ~N~l~UCT~ONS tM~OOiED SN 
~~ff AfJ MESS£((;lt ~~I!l 1l'[\1,lEliItilONE wn.l 8.lt 1&££ J\CCEV1ED 
MDDE~ Of CO~MUMaC£lHOOO® AN 8N~T0AL YEL[PHON8C 
lRl~W"O~1f& trOlbl!.OWJUIS OME g:-ORMAT Of. PA~A 0& OfNREf 
~~o ~OLl BE fOlGOWEO ~~MEDiATElW. e~ JNMESSAGE 
~~UM~A~W3 A~D SUBSEQUE~!LY, Ar RDQU8REO fOR . 
~@N!~lE1i'E~FW~G[DG£ Of ],ME sua JECO" 8W ADIH1l OO~~l 
~~$~~~@REPORlfo . 
~. VHE OELEPHONIC REPOROS WGLL aE MJDE ~OTM TO THE 
MAR3MO COR'$WCOMMA~O~C~N1ER AND iHE FMfYAC 
(:OMM~MI) C£'lMll'£Ro M!ES~J~IE IitEPORO$ WH.!/" 6E IUHOtU':SSEO 
TO CMC, 'CNFONTHOS HEADQUARrERfo . 
~~o~ , 
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RR RUEICEM 
DE RUHlBP 24~1 3201815 
IN~ CtCCC 
IR 161815Z NOV 66 

irEMUH6~d ' 
WO N F iHD ( N i ~ A l NOrD 
B~C KlASH (U) 

~@ ~ 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380 

I CMC -116-, 
• I I lLSE~__ -r 

,CotS ~ ; DC/S(P&P) ---, .. .. ,. 
4&4tVt- .ii¥ i¥H 
~t..L/~ ~H MIs 

tv' 

AG A A GOX 2330 HRS Je ocr SUSJ ~NDPV~OUAL WIELDEDHANO 
YOCKEO LOADED 45 CAL P~S'OL AT R~CKSHAW BOY ijN FRONT Of 
HONOUR HOTEL KOWlOO~ DUR!NG ARGUMENT OVER PAYMENT OF FAGE~ 
~Nt~BENl WAS REPORTED B¥ RiCKSHAW PULLER TO C!VQL POlaCE WHO 
~N TURN N01~rIED G&R OFFICEo BASED ON !NFO PROV~OED BY 

, .' 
, .'~~ 

~.,;,) -- .. "~ ..... 
O"? ,~ .... -, 

iiKSHAW PQLlER ij NTERV YEWS WERE CONBUCTED \VUlli R&R GUESTS 
~ 6D~NG AT PARK HOTEL COMMENCGNG0J2m HGS 31 OCTo SUBJ 
W FOUND aN GM 2~4 N01ED HOTEL AT APPROX 110m HRS lH~S DA1EoR 
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R£Patr BY MARINE COMMANDERS TO THEtR OPERATIONAL SENIORS 
AND TO· tMC CONCERNING INCIDENTS tNVOLVINe INDIVIDUAL MARINES 
(It UNITS WHICH MAY CAUSE LOCAl. OR 'NATIONAL OFFICIAL INTEREST 
til. ATTRAer PRESS INTEREST. REF B IS AN EXAMPLE OF PROMPT 
AND PROPIR R!"(JiTING. :' 
2. REfS C AND D, AND OTHER RELATED CORRESPONDENCE AND MSGS, 
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,FFICERIiI DUE TO RECOmlENDED t;L)DIT ION ,CHARGES CM3E OF' KEENAN AND 
,UCZKO MAY REQUIRE ADDITiON PRE"",tRIAL INVESrIGAl'rOt~c ?'jNTICIPAT! 
~IAL rO'COMMENCE ABOUT 8 DEC 66 IN eMu LAl COMBAT BASEo 
. (,3) §.;"CASE HAS Not BEEN RE~"ERRF.D Fcm l'R IAL Q PRE··Q1RIAt. 

:NVESTICHtfION COMPLETED 2 NOV 650 RECORD ·IN E;}tCESS Of' 600 PAGES TO 
l[ COMPLETED ASAP" NO TRIAL DATES SCHEDULED~ M1rICIPt~TE TRIALS to stAR! 
\BOUl' MID.DECEMBER~ SHOULD l'.!lKE ~BOU.i, ONE ttIO!IJT~ TO CI)MPLETE TRIAtS<Il 
'RIALS SHOUlD BE MEL IN eMU LAX COMBAT BASE. . 
lQ PAR 5 C)F REf A REFERS", I~ VIEW Of ,fOREGOING, SER10US DEF'ICIEMCH:S 
:N R£PORtU1G PROCEDURES NOT Pf:RCEPTIBtEo DETAILED A~m ACCURA1E 
JfFOMATION PROVIDED CMC AS SOON AS AiiAILABtE~ PR:E:~lI~TURE: AND INACCURATE 
~!roRTS ON THESSE CASES ¥Jam,I) He-WE CAUSED Ut~NECESS(.\R'i' CONFUSHm FOR AU .. 
iOMMANDS9~NO MISINFORtMTION BE!NG PASSED TO nrn::RESlED ?.F.RS!J\I$". 
2P",.eJ ,. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

.NFIDENTIAL HEADQUARTERS UHITED STATES MARIHE CORPS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20360 

DECLASSIFIED 

MESSAGE REPRODUCTION FORM (2100) 
MAVMC HQ 53' (REV. 12-65) 

. ~'''''':~' . "':, 



DECLASSIFIED 

MESSAGE REPRODUCTION FORM (2100) 
MAVMC HQ 534 (REV. 12-65) 

.N~IDENTIAL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED ~TATES MARINE CORPS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380 

-e 

-~-" :i ~~ 

RECEIVED "Y OTHER I{.EANS: TOR: 0640Z 15 NOV 66 . 

P 150339Z . 
FIJI· NSGA aaE}:IERHAVEH 

=~FOD_IHi8*l3i--m~LIGE~ 
COlttUfAVACTSUK 
DlimAVdECGRU 
DlaBAVSECGRUEUR 
CMC 
Y~RINi SUPPORT BN 
BT 
o a NFl DEN T I A L LIV~TED DISTRIBUTION 

==clQS&PH. 1>"!~HI~lIJ.AILi9:.1 USMC 099208/2515 t COMPANY "P t 
__ cKAlW{E S_UPPOR'l' BN 

A. OPNAVINST 5510.10 
B. r~;,y J.4.1)OlZ NOTAL .... 
1. SUBJ ADIIiJ:TTED TO US Wit HOSPITAL BREll&HA YEN 11 NOV 
FOR 'lREA'DiENT OF UNDETWIIHED El~iO'l'IONAL DISORD&R. 
2. SUaJ 'DI~COVERED i>~S~ING FaO)~ HOSPITAL .APPRO! 142200 
LOcAL. HAS POV IN HIS POSSESSION PLUS 360 DOLI.AAS D 

.... CHECIS AND 140 DOLLAM CASH. 
3. SU BJ HOLDS NA VSECGRU 'rOP SECRET CELARAHCE., 
I.. LOCAL NIB. AGENT INVESTIGATING. »!ILI'l'ARY POLICE AttD 
GElUiiAN PQLIO! ALSRTEDI AND· HA Vi ISSUED ALL POIftS ALERT. 
50 REF B TO DlRHAVSEvGRU AID 00 VAARSUPBH READDiBSSED 
INFO DIRNAVSECGRUEUR, PERTIHElft. ' .-
BT . 

','::, -.. 

'~.J{ n 
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COMMANDING GENERAL 
FLEET MARINE FORCE. PACIFIC 

c/o FPO. SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 96601 

General Wallace M. Greene, Jr., USMC 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps 
Washington, I? C. 20380 

Dear Wally: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

6/dfa 
17 Nov 1966 

(f) ~-~~' 
® /+<. 'I.\~ -
® ~ I ~ -I;;:.=: . 

The worst part about the matter of the murders I mutilations etc. 
is that they happened at all. I will confess, when I learned of the 
matter from HQMC, that my first reaction was one of narrow-minded 
rage at the First Division for not keeping me informed of matters so 
serious. Later I as I reflected on it, my anger went deeper--to a cold 
realization of something even worse. That is the fact that at least 
two of these incidents were perpetrated by a part of an organized unit. 

On this score, attached is a letter I sent to my generals on the 
subject. It expresses my attitude precisely. (Enclosure (1». 

Now, I will answer the questions in your letter. 

a. Who was commanding the division(s)? Actually, our 
trouble is with 1stMarDiv and III MAF. 3dMarDiv has, so far as I can 
discern, not been derelict. Fields was in command of IstMarDiv dur--ing the time when all three of the grave incidents occurred, and when 
initial reporting failures occurred. ' Nickerson, taking command on 
30 September, was responsible during the subsequent period when 
other failures in reporting procedures took place, and when serious 
lapses in communications performance became evident. 

b. Did the Division Commander comply with MCO 05740? 
No, at least so far as I know. By my analysis, CMC was not inform­
ed on any of the three incidents, as is required by paragraph 2 of 
MCa 05740. As far as I can determine, it was not until you had que­
ries from parents or congressmen, and requested information, that 
the prescribed information was forwarded. And I was in even worse 
condition. My Order P5700.1D was also ignored. I knew nothing 
whatever on the 1/5 case (9 men I rape I murder) or on the 3/7 case 
(murder and mutilation) until Gay Thrash called my Chief of Staff on 
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November 7th. I had already learned of the Schultz case (murder of 
an old man) I but only by virtue of a letter to me from his father I not 
from CG IstMarDiv. And it is now plain to me that there had been 
direct communications between IstMarDiv and HQMC on these inci­
dents which left me out of the pattern. Examples are CG I IstMarDiv 
letters 17/TPC/AWM over 5800 of 190ct and 17/TPC/AWM over 5800 
of 200ct dealing I I am told I with the 1/5 and 3/7 cases; as well as 
two CMC speedletters to WestPac units I with no info to me I on the 
Schultz case (Enclosure (2» I and on the 1/5 case I (Enclosure (3». 

Compliance with MCO 05740 and my P5700.1D has been the 
subject of messages from me to WestPac commands. (Enclosures (4) 
and (5». 

c. Did the Division Commander notify CG III MAF? Yes. 
I find no fault with him here. (Enclosure (6». 

d. Were COMUSMACV and CINCPAC notified? No. CG 
III MAF advises me that he has no record of having notified COMUS­
MACV. He does not sfate why he failed to comply with the COMUS­
MACV instructions in these cases. However from enclosure (7) it is 
plain that he relied on the ClB channel to take care of an obligation 
levied by his operational superior I and seems to have the idea that 
he does not need otherwise to inform COMUSMACV, despite a writ­
ten order directing him expressly to do so. I have tasked CG III MAF 
to explain. {Enclosure (8». 

e. Why was no reply made to CMC 042345Z? Reply was 
made, but it apparently never reached you. Your mes sage arrived in 
my headquarters on SOct.We I in turn, sent a message (Enclosure (9» 
to IstMarDiv on 60ct I directing him to make a report, and setting a 
deadline of 80ct. On 70ct CG IstMarDiv replied (Enclosure (10», 
referenCing your message, and telling the story. However, it is plain 
now, from subsequent events, that this important message never ar­
rived at HQMC. My communication officer is tracing the movement of 
the message. There was apparently something wrong with IstMarDiv 
communications and we are trying to find out the cause. (Enclosure 
(11». Apart from this, I am derelict in not double-checking on IstMar­
Div's response to my message. Had I done so I the non-delivery to 
you of enclosure (10) would have come to light much sooner I and you 
would have been spared trouble. 
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CONfiDENTIAL 
6/dfa 

To summarize; the prime offender is 1stMarDiv for not carrying 
out CMC's orders and for failing to keep me informed; III MAF I who 
had the facts, is also derelict for not notifying COMUSMACV as re­
quired since, through that channel, I would have learned of the mat­
ter quickly at CINCPAC, and you through me; I am blameworthy for not 
ensuring that you received CG, 1stMarDiv's reply to your query; and 
HQMC, in at least two instances, dealt direct with WestPac units on 
serious matters, without informing me. 

Finally, the vagaries of communications which left you missing 
a critical message, denied you information for a month and contributed 
directly to the trouble. 

Meanwhile I have started a detailed training effort, aimed at 
diminishing the causes underlying the criminal actions which have 
caused you and the Marine Corps this trouble. (Paragraph 4 of Enclo­
sure (1) and Paragraph 5 of Enclosure (12». 

I am clear on the extreme gravity of this matter, and will report 
to you on the specific results of the several inquiries embodied in the 
enclosures. 

Sincerely I 

~"<-
V • KRULAK 

Lieutenant Ge eral, U. S. Marine Corps 
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COMMANDING GENERAL {,~'))~"~ ~.~ (~~"t~ ~~:~;~ U 
I. -. 

b.ci .... ·~0.~ 
FLEET MARINE fORCE. PACIFIC 

c/o FPO. SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 96601 IN REPLY REFER TO. 

CONFIDENTIAL - LIMITED DISTRIBUTION 

'(_ ..... From.;.. Commanding General, Fleet Marine' Force, Pacific 
iGj:~;~''''Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force 

Commanding General, I 8t Marine Division 
Commanding General, 1 st Marine Aircraft \filing 
Commanding General, 3d Marine Division 
Commanding General, Force Logistics Command 

Subj: Performance of Duty (U) 

G/Uid 
8 Nov 1966 

Ref: (a) Personal Response Proj ect; attitude~ .. of USMC and USN per-
sonnel toward indigenous people; September 1966 

1. There has been a rash, recently, of grave incidents involving our 
men and Vietnam'ese civilians;--extending to assault and murder. A­
part from. serious weaknesses in administrative reporting which have 
resulted in the Commandant and me not being kept informed, there are 
the larger and graver problems of attitude and discipline. 

2. Reference (a) spoke to the matter of poor attitude on the part of Ma­
rines toward the Vietname.se. I personally do not think we can win in 
Vietnam unless our men believe in the rightness of what they-are doing, 
unless they respect the Vietnamese and believe in their worthiness as 
people for whom our sacrifice is justified. Reference (a) makes plain 
that much remains to be done to ensure that our men understand the 
essentials of the war and the nature of our allies. I know that efforts 
are already under way to do more in this area, and I can only say the 
sooner the better. 

3. As to discipline, I find reason for grave disquiet in the cases 
where criminal violence has been the work not of a man on his own, or 
of two men on liberty, ~ade irresponsible by drink, but by an organ­
ized Marine Corps unit during the discharge of its duties. When this 
happens it is not just a man who goes on trial, but the leaders over 
him and the Marine Corps at lar<;Je. Questions can--and should--arise 
as to just how it is that our diSCipline permits men to do violence to 
civilians not despite, but as a part of, their own military unit; how it 
is that our leadership has been so derelict as to result in violence to 
natives by an organized group. 
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8 Nov 1966 

4. With respect to attitudes, I am going to redouble my efforts to see 
that every officer and man who gets to Vietnam has a solid kn'owledge 
of what we are fighting-for there, ar.d a reasonable understanding of 
.the people--their habits and customs. Upon their arrival there it is 
up to you to take up the continuing educational ta sk, and to stay with 
it aggressively, day in and day out. 

5. As to leadership and discipline, I am sure I do not have to reiter­
ate here what I have said so often before;--the behavior of our men is 
the totalresponsibilitY of the commanuers over them. Each of you, in 
his own ,sphere, I hold' wholly responsible for the discipline of your 

, commands, as I expect to be held responsible myself. Failure to keep 
one's superiors promptly and fully advised of trouble so that they can 
face up to their responsibilities is inexcusable'~- but it is less grave 
than allowing gross criminal behavior to take place at all. When it 
does happen, it must be regarded as a direct reflection upon the lead­
ership of those in command at all levels. There is absolutely no way 
around it. EveIyone in authority, from the lowest ranking enlisted 
supervisor to the top, bears his share of the re sponsibility for pre­
serving the Marine Corps' standards, and everyone must be made to 
understand it. 

v. H. KRULAK 
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15 Sep 1966 
COW'UU{DING GENERAL 
1st l-Ik.~INE DIVISION I FMFPAC 
FPO SAN FRA.."l'CISCO, CALIFORNIA 96602 

Enclosure (1) is forwarded ... .;1 th the request that this 
Headquarters (Code DK) be furnished information on which 
to base a reply to Congressman Boggs. Please include 
prior disCiplinary record. 

Encl: 

C. B. SEVIER 
By direction 

(1) Copy of ltr w/enc1 of 12 Sep 1966 from Congressman Boggs 
concerning LCpl Frank C.' SCHULTZ, 2143998, US1:·1C 

COHHANDANT OF THE NARINE CORPS 
HEADQUARTERS, U. S. l-lARINE CORPS 
'~'lASHINGTON, D. C. 20380 

~. 

DECLASSIFIED 

.'!:' 
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HALE BOGGS, M~C. 
• :) .. ~. .. .20 DISTRICT, LOUiSIANA 

-. eSISTA;,{T M.\JORITY l!:ADE:R 

COMr,tITT£ZS.: 

WA.YS At'D ME'.At·is 

£t,R:"JAR:A RATHE: 

£}r:::ct.r~~'\j·;: S:;:CR;:;:-: ;..;:.>.y 

OISTR!Cr OPFICE: 

6;33 FEDERAL. OFFICE SUILDING 

!'(~y o Rl.EANS. LA. 7013.0 

Gene::al ibllace H. Gxcene, Jr., U.S.H.C. 
Cc::r;r,at,dant 
United States Hari:""e COIl'S 

D~p8:r"tr~snt of t116 l'Javy 
'\-12. G hii.ig ton, D Ii C ~ 

JOlNT ECONOMiC COMMITIEE 

CHAIflMAN. SU8COIM.!ITIE!O Ofl 
FOREICN E,CONOf\1:C peLley 

JOn'T CO,lMITT<:2 0" INTERNAL. 
RSVC:-':U2 TAXATION 

September 12, 1966 

r mil_,tnking ~b.~ libe:r..ty o~ 711Cl?Si~g. a l~tter th:::1t I 
1.'eceived f-.:c:n Hz. i! z:nnk Sc~m.u:z of d!::ta:!J..>:~G, L0U:L:'.i:;.ana. 

Y~.m 'Hill note that th:. Sd:ultz is distressed over 1st 
degree ~uI'der chargen" that. hCl'~7f! bi.~8·~ filed agains~ his SQ,?, ~'Jh.'~) i:. in 
Viet N£!1n. Uould YCD h.:ti.1rlly ft'!.i:n:i.!lh me uith n cc:::;,plete r2po.:'t 0'-1 th~ 
ci-rcUIJ.stm1C0G iU'JrJlved :1.n this ellS:;, ar:d also advis2 me !Jjhat ~elief .~­
r;:ig!!t be e:vail~bl.o to tbc :,:cc~Jccd ir."'.lc'-ofnr .c.s 111s d~fenGe is co:::~C!r::l2rl~ .. 
:'1::"17 CC.~0cst1..ons 01: uil'Vic2 y'c1.J t1·:2.Y 11.9.v·s to o:Efex, tJ1:.ich \7111 e~.J.bl:3 'C.,~. 

to p!:'o~)3i.."ly l~e,ly to t.1Y CO:lG"titUf2!lt, "C7i7L.1 lit~.s:Jice, b;; gz£:::tly 
a:)~J:ccciated. 'Q!}uld you please return I-II'. Ssh~..!ltz ~ letter ilrtc: it b.D:9 

cerv"ed :tts p~.:rrpD~Ge .. -.,. 

Sincerely, 

E~closure. 
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_, - HA'::~O 521612 (REV. 6·65) 0104-904- 1650 
..... "-""C.. -\:.t;;.I': ~ . 

~r~:~w.; 
~~ 

.._:~~':1 
, . COMMUNICATION OFFICE ~ 
~ 

(Onl! box: must hI! ch!!cked) IN REPLY REFER TO . 
o RE:CULAR MAIL o 5~E:CIAL DELlV!::RY 

AIR "'.AIL o REGISTERo;D ".AIL DK-scs 
DATE 

TO: I Corrrnanding General 
6 Oct 1966 

(Fold) 

COPY TO 

ADDRESS, -

III Marine Amphibious Force 
c/o Fleet Post Office 

NAVAL SPEEDLETTER-

LSan Francisco, California 96602 
Permits d!sp::rtch or inform:rllanquage. 

May be sent 0) with enclosures. (2) in a window 

envelope {size B7;. II x 3';."" if contents are not 

classified. as conLdential or higher. (3) to 
both navaL :::md nor.naval activities. 

L 

Subj: PFC Danny L. MC GHEN, 2065144, USMC, BCo, lstBn, 
5thMar 

Ref: (a) MAR.CORPERSMAN~ par. 7006 

1. The Marine Corps Recruiting Officer, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, has referred to this Headquarters an inquiry 
!'rom Mr. and Mrs. Leo A. MeGhen, 117 Pettigrew Road, Irwin, 
Pennsylvania, concerning their son. Allegedly PFC McGhen 
has infonned his parents that during early September he and 
his entire squad were involved in an iQcidentWith Republic 
of Vietnam civilians. One or more of the civilians were 
allegedly shot by members of the Marine Squad, and subject 
and other members of his squad are in confinement awaiting 
disciplinary action. . ' 

2 .It is requested that the COmmandant of the Marine -Corps 
(Code DK) be furnished full information on any incident 
involving Private MeGhen, including a summary of the facts 
concerning the alleged offenses, the naines of all service 
personnel involved, the status of legal action, and the 
names of defense counsel assigned to each accused .. Since 
additional inquiries for information addressed to 

I ..... _--SENDER'S MA[L1NG ADDRESS 

I AJ-:jress r.:::d)' .'.:os shown ut left; or r>:'~!y [le~"=':;:l . 

arlCr ieturn·m 'Nin:ie:: e:l':~!c;:c' (st:,) g:," >: 
! -; 1 ': 11 1 ~; • ," • ~ 1 --:: .... _ .: [: ", ~ .' ..' 

loc'~;:::;; ,,~ 
====================~ .. . c::-=-", -coo: "" .. 
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o AlP. WAIL o R.EGlSTERED W.AIL. 

TO:
r 

L 

(Fold) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DATE 

NAVAL SPEEDLETTER-

Permits dispatch or informal language. 

May be sent 0) with enclosures, (2) in a window 

envelope (size 8'1e" x 3'/a "), if contents are not 

classified as confIdential or higher, (3J to 

both naval and nonnaval activities. 

Headquarters are anticipated~ it is requested.,.that the 
reply be returned as expeditiously as the situation will 
permit. Also include in the reply information of COffi­

pliancewith the provisions of reference (a). 

COPY TO 

CO lstBn 5thMar 

C. B. SEVIER 
By direction 

.~ r. ~ 
AlDRESS: Corrnnandant of the Marine Corps 
.. Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps 

, Washington~ D. C. 20380 
L ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

.... SENDER'S MAILiNG ADDRESS 

Address reply as shown at IeHi or reply hereon 

and- retw-r. in windoVJ envelope (s~ze 87/~ II x 
3';' I'), if nol dlJssified as confide-nilel Or' 
higher. 
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C OMM CENTER cMFPAC 
OUTGOING CLASSIFIED/EFTO SMOOTH MESSAGE DRAFT 

FROM OTG: DRAFTED:~,., 
~C_G_'F_' M_F_P_A_C _______ -+_I_'ra_o_(p_/_~ __ ~Z SECT: LEGAL :", 

TO PRECEDENCE PHONE ~: 
4 

CG FIRST MARDIV o FLASH 0 CONCURRED: ~, 

0 1 MMEDIATE 0 ~ 
IPFIPRIORITY Ippi , !;~', ., 

to' 

INFO 

, CG III MAF 

c=J ROUTINE CJ ~'" 1--------, 
CJ MAIL P REL SIGNATURE ~ 

REPOR TING OF SERIOUS I;NCIDENTS (U) 

A. CG FIRST MARDIV 101511Z 

B. CG FIRST MARDIV LTR 17/TPC/ AWM OVER 5800 OF 190CT66 

C. CG FIRST MARDIV LTR 17/TPC/ AWM OVER 5800 OF 200CT66 

D. MCO 05740.2 .;, 

E. FMFPACO 5700. ID 

F. CMC SPDLTR DK/SCS OF 4NOv66 TO CG FIRST MARDIV 

G, CMC 042345Z/0CT 

1. REF A CONTAINED A RESUME OF REPORTS AND FACTS 

CONCERNING SERIOUS INCIDENTS IN 115'AND 3/7, AND CITED 

REFSB AND C AS DETAILED REPORTS SUBMITTED TOCMC 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CONCERNING'THE OCCURRENCES OR THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

2. IT IS UNDERSTOOD FROM PARA 4 A OF REF A, THAT 

PROPER SERIOUS INCIDENT REPORTS WERE SUBMITTED TO 

YOUR OPERATIONAL COMMANDER. HOWEVER, REPORTS RE-

QUIRED BY YOUR SUPERIORS IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE CHAIN 

(REFS D AND E) WERE NOT FORWARDED UNTIL PROMPTED 

BY CMC IN REFS F AND G. YOUR FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH 

CMC INSTRUCTIONS IN REF D HAS BEEN THE SOURCE OF 

SERIOUS EMBARRASSMENT TO THE MARINE CORPS. 

3. YOU ARE DIRECTED TO REVIEW YOUR REPORTING IN-

STRUCTIONS AND PROCE:QURES WITH RESPECT TO SERIOUS 

INCIDENTS; REVISING THEM AS NECESSARY TO INSURE 

PROMPT AND CERTAIN COMPLIANCE WITH, EXISTING DIRECTIVES. 

GP-4 

\\ 
\( , 

PAGE ' ~ 
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rOCG'III MAF PRECEDENCE ~' 

CG.FIRST MA~DIV . - PHONE ---- f: 
CG THIRD MARDIV 0 D ,. 
CG FIRST MAW. FLASH CONCURRED:~: 

CG NINTH ,MAB • 
MCAS IWAKUNI [XXIPRIORITY [KK] 
MCAF FUTEMA 

CG FORLOGCMD -- --' " c:JIMMEDIATEc=J I"_'.~,·' 

':~ CAMP BUTLER [:J ROUTINE C] f 

.:i~, THIRD FORSERVREGT, r---l MAIL .. REL SI,,/GNATURE t:· •.. 

INFO: CG FMFPAC(FWD} L-J \....-J . 
:1 C/'1C ' J./ ' 
"~~~,~.~~~~ ... ~,.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Em~ .. am~~ .. ~~~~EB~··~· 
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A. MCO 05740.2 

1. RECENT EVENTS HAVE" DEMONSTRA TED A LACK OF 

ATTENTION TO THE ItEQUIREMENT FOR REPORTING SERIOUS 

. . 
INCIDENTS TO CMC AND TO THIS HEADQUARTERS •. '. 

2. ENCLOSUR£, (l) TO REF A DESCRIBES THE ACCIDENTS, 

INCIDENTS OR DISTURBANCES WHICH MUST BE MADE THE 

. SUBJECT OF A REPORT BY ANY UNIT COMMANDER OF THE 

MARINE CORPS. COMMANDERS .WHO ARE REQUIRED TO 

REPOR T SUCH INCIDENTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH DIRECTIVES 

.' U 
OF OPERATIONAL COMMANDERS, ARE REQUIRED, BY PAR 

.' 2 OF REF A, TO SUBMIT INFORMA TION COPI~S OF SUCH 

, REPORTS TO CMC. 
~ 
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3. IN CARRYING OUT THE INSTRUCTIONS EMBODIED IN 

, -. 
REF A, MESSAGE AND TELEPHOI\E WILL BE THE ACCEPTED 

MODES OF COMMUNICATION. AN INITIAL TELEPHONIC 

REPOR T, FOLLOWING T·HE FORMA T OF PARA 2. A OF REF 

A. WILL BE FOLLOWED IMMEDIATELY BY A MESSAGE 

\ SUMMARY, AND SUBSEQUENTL Y. AS REQUIRED FOR' 

COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE Of THE SUBJECT, BY ADDITIONAL 

MESSAGE REPOR TS. 

4. THE TELEPHONIC REPOR TS WILL BE MADE BOTH TO THE 

MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER AND THE FMFPAC 

COMMAND CENTER. MESSAGE REPORTS WILL BE ADDRESSED 

TO CMC, INFO THIS HEADQUAR TERS. 
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00 RUHLBP 
DE RW1NLA 2133E 3190647 
ZNY CCCCC 
o 150647Z NOV 66 

. fM CG fIRST MARDIV REIN 
TO RUHLBP/CG fMFPAC 
INFO ZEN/CG III MAF 
ZENICG THIRD MARDIV 
BT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

REPORTING/PROCESSING CHRONOLOGY, SERIOUS INCIDENT CASES 

,.~ 

1. FOL CHRONOLOGIES SUBMITTED REGARDING INCIDENTS NOTED: 
AHM LCPL FRANK C. SCHULTZ, 2143998, THIRD BN, 1ST MAR, VIOL 

~ART 118, 27AUG66. : 
28 AUG - INITIAL BACKLASH RfT CG III MAF 3 SEP - INTERIM 

BACKLASH RPT TO III MAF 
3 SEP - ART 32 .INVESTIGATION COMPLETE 

17 SEP - REFERRED TO TRIAL 
14-15 OCT - GCM 
11 NOV - RECORD OF TRIAL ROUTED FOR AUTHENTICATION. DIV 

LEGAL OFF REVIEW BEING PREPARED FR CPY. 
NOTE: 27 AUG UNIT OPCON THIRD MARDIV, RPTS SUBMITTED BY THAT 
CMD. 
B. FIRST BN, FIFTH MAR INCIDENT, 23 SEP 66. 

25 SEP - INITIAL BACKLASH RPT TO III MAF 
, 30 SEP - INTERIM. BACKLASH RPT'~O III MAF 

9 OCT PRELIM INQUIRY COMPLETE 
24 OCT-2NOV - ART 32 INVESTIGATION (INVESTIGATION NOW BEING 

TYPED - ESTIMATE 600 PAGES) 
13 NOV - FINAL BACKLASH RPT TO III MAF 

C. THIRD BN, SEVENTH MAR INCIDENT, 22SEP66 
30 SEP INITIAL BACKLASH RPT TO III MAF 

6 OCT INTERIM BACKLASH RPT TO III MAF 
6 OCT- PRELIM INQUIRY COMPLETE v 

22 OCT - ART 32 INVESTIGATION COMPLETE 
7 NOV - RECOM FOR TRIAL RECD FR CO, THIRD BN SEVENTH MAR. 

CRECOM BEING REVIEvlED BY DIV LEGAL OFF FOR SUBMISSION TO CA) 
14 NOV - FINAL RPT TO III MAF 
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COf\liMUNICATION C~~~TER 
HEADQUARTERS 

FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFiC 
DESTROV BY BURNING 

UV" PHC6S2 :-: (fIJI"P661 
00 RUHLSP 
DE RUANM' aS48 &R80K20 
~~1_Kl{E5£~ ______ _ 
: Ol4fU28 0 
~ fltll CG; 111 Mil' . I . .. TO RUUIl BF left F"u:~ C ; .. ·ftr'(r'ffffic~r,yJiif MARD IV 

st" . 
tJ\JCLAS EFT 0 
·R~DORT ING SERIOUS INCIDENTS 

'~i:I~l!8 -r!rAMrffifiV"""ilfB"'rrr-fIllJ'O 66 
B~. CO FMFPAC 0804262: NOV 56 

14Nov66 r6327Z 

II) AS REQ IN PAR 4·A 0' REF A, NO RECORD THIS HQ OF 
REPORt TO COMUSMACV ' 
20 ALL INCIDENT REPORTS/) HOWEVER 'RAGM£fIlTAR'1f$ ARE 
PROMPtLY REF!RREDTO Ci8 TO PERMIt RESPONSE YO PRESS 
QUERIES' ~MADE LOCALL V OR IN SAIGON., C18 REPORTS NO 
QUER XES THESE c~S£So . . . ' 
3e MACV DIRECTXVES IU THIS AR£A RELAtE REPORl'ING 
REQUIREMENTS TO INDiVIDUAL SERVICE DIRECTIVESv 
BY. __ 

-
CG I! I MAF ACil\h LEG 

ENCLOSURE (7) 
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CCOMM CENTER FMFPAC I 
. OUTGO I NG CLAS S iF I ED/EFTa SMOOTH MES SAGE 0 RAf-r 

FROM 

I 
i 

DTG: ' DRAFTED':---~i 
CG FMFPAC 

TO 
CG III MAF 

INFO 

~'·~fltJh22r~T IJ\ L 

J t,,- () 0 ;; 3' Z SECT: LEGAL 

PRECEDENCE PHONE ___ ~ 

o FLASH 0 CONCURRED: 

c:::JIMMEDIATECJ 

lE£l:P RIORITY c::J 
> 

[::J ROUTINE CJ 
t---~~~~~-I D REL SIGNATURE LJ, MAIL 

RE:?ORTING SERIOUS INCIDENTS (U) 

A. CG FIRST MARDIV 101511Z 

B. CG III MAF 140120Z 

C. COMUSMACY DIRECTIVE 335-1 OF 5JAN66 

D. ICCINST 5830.1 OF 23FEB66 

1. IN PAR 4.A OF REF A CG FIRST MARDIV STATES THAT· 

, 
REPOR TS WERE MADE TO YOUR HQ CONCERNING THREE 

SEPARATE INCIDENTS INVOLVING SERIOUS CRIMES COM-

MITTED BY PERSONNEL OF THE FIRST MARDIV. REF B 

REVEALS THA T YOUR HQ DID NOT REPORT THESE 

INCIDENTS TO COMUSMACV. 

2. TO MY KNOWLEDGE, REF C IS THE GOVERNING MACV 

DIRECTIVE IN THiS AREA. 
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C01~~fIODEJ'"~TIAl 
A. PARAS IC AND 2A THEREOF MAKE CLEAR, WHILE 

~ 

MACV DOES NOT INTEND TO ALTER THE SERVICE REG-

ULATIONS :COVERIN3 REPOR TING OF SERIOUS INCIDENTS. 

THAT HE DOES INTEND TO BE KEPT COMPLETELY IN-

FORMED IN ALL SUCH MATTERS, AND ON PERSONNEL OF 

ALLSER VIcES. 

B. PARA 2B DESCRIBES WHAT MACV MEANS BY A 

SERIOUS INCIDENT. IT INCLUDES THE INSTANT MATTERS. 

C. PARA 4. A REQUIRES MAJOR COMMANDERS SUBORD-,-

INATE TO COMUSMACV TO ESTABLISH REPORTING PRO-

° CEDURES NECESSARY TO ENSURE THA T ACCURATE AND 

TIMEL Y REPORTS ON SERIOUS INCIDENTS ARE SUBMITTED • ... -,. 

D. ANNEX A PROVIDES THE REPORTING FORMAT. 

3. THECONT
o

ENTOFPARAS.2 AND 3 OF REF B ARE NOT 

UNDERSTOOD. THEY IMPLY III MAF CONVICTION THA T 

REFERRAL OF INCIDENT REPORTS TO THE CIB IS AN 

ADEQUA TE FULFILLMENT OF MACV REQUIREMENTS, 

BF;;CAUSE MACV REGARDS INTRA-SERVICE REPORTS AS 

SUFFICIENT. THIS IMPLICATION IS STRENGTHENED BY 

~, 0 

0"" 

o 

CONFIDENTIAL: 
o 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

... 

CONFIDE~~~TjAL 
PARA 1 OF REF"B WHICH ACKNOWLEDGES THAT .NO REPORT 

WAS FORWARDED TO COMUSMACV. THIS, HOWEVER, IS. 

INCONSISTENT WITH PAI>.A 2 ABOVE. 

4., REQUEST ADVISE. 
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fONFiDfNTIAtFLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC 

vv 
PP Rm'NLA. 

K~"C389 

DE RUHLB? 811 2790201 
NY eccr. 

? 060201Z OCT 66 :': FM CO Ff1 F'Pi\C 
TO RUMNLA/CG FIRST MARDIV 
BY 
CON F ! DEN T I A L 

\ 

_SPLINT l..QP1..BQBf.,RT w~ flWNRO& 2LZz.:G:lSLJ.lS1:LU!.Lg 
A~ CMC 042345Z CC) 
1. REF' A REF'£RSo 

[1RAFlfCD: j NSf> 
HEU:l~SED! CIS 

2. ADMSG nns l1Q Nl.X socr CURCU~·1S'fANCZS SURfiOUNDHfG 
AL.l..EGIHIO~ THAT· LCPL f40NORt: AND NINE: O'fHEf<S BEING HELD 
ACCUSED Or .\vANTONLY lULLING VN CIVILIAN 
91>=4 
ST 

CG· FMFPAC 
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COMMUNICATION CENTER, ", It) : 

FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACiFIC 
9 ' 

eCON~~OEl~41~~AL ", 

'e', 

00 RUHLBP 
DE RUI1NLA 70S 317~838 
ZNY CCCCC 
a 07~838Z OCT 66 ZFD 
FM CG FIRST MARDIV . 
TO RUECEM/CMC 
INFO RUHLBP/CG FMFPAC 
ZEN/FtFTH MAR 
ZENICG III MAr 
BT 
CON F IDE N T I A L 
A. CMC MSG 042345Z OCT 66 

" 

1. PURSUANT TO REFERENCE (A) THE FOLLOWING BACKGROUND IN­
FORMATION ON CONFINEMENT AND INVESTIGATION OF LANCE CORPORAL 
ROBERT M. MONROE IS SUBMITTED. 
A. ON .23 SEPT 1966 AN AMBUSH PATROL COMPOSED OF LCPL ROBERT 
M. MONRO& 2122739 USMC COMPANY B FIRST BN FIFTH MAR, SGT 
RONALD L. VOGEL; 2012912 USMC COMPANY B FIRST BN FIFTH MAR 
PFC JOHN D. POTTER JR., 2128272 USMC COMPANY B FIRST BN 
FIFTH MAR, PFC JAMES \-.1. HENDERSON, 2078016 USMC COMPANY B ., 
FIRST BN FIFTH MAR, PFC CLIFTON G~ HOBSON, 2214086 USMC 

--COMPANY B FIRST BN FIFTH MAR, PFC DANNY L. MCGHEN, 2265144 
USMC COMPANY B FIRST BN FIFTH MAR, PFC JERRY D. SULLIVAN, 
2278672 USMC COMPANY B FIRST BN FIFTH MAR, AND HM JON R. 
BRETAG, 681 14 ,16 US'N, COMPANY B FIRST BN FIFTH MAR, 
ALLEGEDLY RAIDED APPROXIMATELY 9 VIETNAMESE HOMES. SOME 
OCCUPANTS WERE BEATEN ,AND PROPERTY DAMAGED. 
B. NGUYEN THI MAl, FEMALE, AGE 16 REPORTED THAT SHE WAS 
RAPED BY A NEGRO MAN DURING THE RAID ON HER HOME AND THAT 
HER MOTHER ASSAULTED WITH A RIFLE. 
C. THAT THE PATROL ALLEGEDLY ENTERED THE HOME OF BUI THI 
HUONG AND KILLED DAO QUANG THINH, AGE 20, DAO TIEN AGE 2, 
NGUYEN THI LANH, AGE 50, DAO THI-TAO, AGE 5, AND PH AN THI 
TAN, AGE 29. . 
D. THAI BUI THI HUONG, AGE 18, WAS ALLEGEDLY RAPED BY AT 
LEAST 4 MEN INCLUDING MONROE AND THEN SHOT THROUGH 
THE UPPER RIGHT ARM. 
2. THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION IS NOT COMPLETE. LCPL 
MONROE IS PRESENTLY CONFINED IN THE CHU LAI DETENTION 
FACILITY. HE HAS BEEN FURNISHED LAWYER-COUNSEL. 
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COMMUNICATION CENTER 
HEADQUARTERS 

FLEET MARINE FORCE. PtClFIC 
DESTRDV BY BURNING 

VV 1(1'IC188 
00 RUMNLA RUMNMF RUECEM 
DE RUII,.BP 2 UJ~ 3190331 
ZitI EEtEE . . 

I""''''·-Bi I 66 'M C8 Fl'If'AC 

·l&,a~·'!f~ek~!~i.!I~~PJ1J 
RUMNN'/CG III MAF 
81 
UNC1AS E ., T 0 

flo!; i ~ U (j:) 'Gb 4 (" 

15NQv66 -355ll9-... 
ORJlFlrOf l"leEO 

tONCURRED& ADJ 
RELEASED: C.EO 

~~~t0~&f.J;~¥~f--'~~·iP.."l.J!I§~Si~J 
Bo CMC ·R4122EZ NOTAL 
CIl) TELECOM SSI FRANK CAS SECTiON HQ J' ... ,PAC TO pre MCCOY 
CAS SECTION FIRSTNARDIV OF 14 NOV 66 
Do CG FIRST MRDIV UJl'liZ 
£0 CQ FIRST MARDIY 1iJ188S81fOCT '0 CG FIRST MIIDIV ne,eR/OCT 
Go C8 'iRst MAiD IV 130659Z/OCT 
Ho CG 'IRST MARDIV e5113JZ NOTAL 
10 ce 'IRST MARDIV 0523591 NOTAL 
~o CG 'IRST .~ARDIV 111429Z 
X & CG 'IRST MHD IV 8688' lZ 

MGE a RUH!..BP 218.l UNC1.AS i , T 0 
10 REF A AND B REPORT NQNoDELIVERY OF TOTAL THIRTEEN 
DEATH IUDS AND CASRIPSI) REf' C Dl5CLOSED ce FIRST 
NARDIY 111'4~ AND 1112a5~ DEATH MSGS stILL NOT RECEIVED 
At HQ ' .. PAC AND HQf2C WItH NQMC HAVING BEEN NOTI'IED or IMPENDING ARRIVAL OF BODIES AT DOVER, DEI.,AWARE o 
20 REF D.l REPORT or SERIOUS INCIDENT RECEIVED HERE 41 HOURS AfTER 
TIRB: OF ,-aE tiltH IIllSHANDLllfG ACKNOWLEDGED BY RtmNLA 
3Al!319%o Rif EQ '. ANO e USKD.AS RlfS IN REf D NOT 
REtZlVED UHTD... l~ . NOV AND tHEN ONLY AFTER PHONECON AND SERVICE 
8£TWEEN COMM CENfERSo 
~Q RUS H 011 AND J, ALL GAR&ED If SSe HAVE BEEN SERVICED 
FIVE TlI-1Ei WITH NO RESPONSE AS OF THIS DATE., SiellON 
ONE OF RE' X HAS NiVER BEEN RECEIVED, VIrH NO RESPONSE 
TO FOUR SERV ICESe 
4~ ESSENTIAL tHAt ALL POSSI&£ ACTION BE TAKEN TO ENSURE 
OONTlNUOUS EF'ICIENT ExtERNAL COPHUJNICATIONS SERVICEG ADVISl 
RESULTS tRACER ACTION ON ALL NONoDELIVERED MESSAGES MENtIONED 
ABOVEo AS 'dELL AS GENERAL CORE;£ctlVE HEASURES tAUNo 
Sf 
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DTG 112024Z 

FROM: CG FMFPAC 
TO: CG MARC ORB CAMLEJ 

SECRET 

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN GREENE FROM LTGEN KRULAK. MARINE 
CORPS EYES ONLY. CG MARCORB CAMLEJ NOT ADEE PASS ACTION 
CMC. 

1. A RECENT SURVEY WAS TAKEN IN THE III MAF AREA AMONG 
USMC/USN PERSONNEL TO DETERMINE THEIR ATTITUDES TOWARD THE 
ARVN, POPULAR FORCES AND THE VIETNAMESE CIVILIAN POPULACE. 
THE SURVEY CONCLUDE THAT THERE IS A LACK OF UNDERSTANDING 
ON THE PART OF MANY USMC/USN PERSONNEL, WITH RESPECT TO THE 
VIETNAMESE PEOPLE, THEIR BACKGROUND, CULTURE AND MOTIVATIONS. 
IF TRUE, THIS CONDITION CAN RESULT IN A LACK Of TRUE RAPPORT, 
AND A CONSEQUENT ADVERSE EFFECT UPON THE REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOP­
MENT EFFORT. 

2. THE AFOREMENTIONED SURVEY WAS PART OF A FLEET MARINE 
FORCE, PACIFIC SPECIAL RESEARCH PROJECT UNDERTAKEN IN 1965 
WITH THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF IMPROVING THE ABILITY OF CHAPLAINS 
AND UNIT COMMANDERS TO UNDERSTAND THE RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL 
CUSTOMS OF THE PEOPLE. THE SURVEY COVERED APPROXIMATELY ONE 
PERCENT OF III MAF PERSONNEL AND INCLUDES DETAILED SAMPLING 
OF OPINIONS IN NINE INFANTRY BATTALIONS, FIVE REGIMENTAL 
HEADQUARTERS, A TANK BATTALION, MEDICAL BATTALION, ENGINEER 
BATTALION, ARTILLERY BATTALION, fLC, MWHG, MAG-12, MAG-16 
AND NMCB-4. IT IS CONSIDERED, WHILE SMALL, THAT THE SAMPLING 
OF OPINIONS WAS PROBABLY A REASONABLY VALID ONE, SINCE A 
RIGID METHOD OF ADMINISTERING OF THE QUESTIONNAIRES WAS 
EMPLOYED. A COpy OF THE SURVEY IS BEING fORWARDED TO YOU 
UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 

3. BRIEF HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REPORT ARE: 

A. THERE IS A GENERAL INDICATION THAT ONLY THIRTY-SEVEN 
PERCENT OF THE MARINES LIKE THE ARVN AND THE POPULAR FORCES, 
AND THAT ONLY FORTY-THREE PERCENT LIKE LOCAL VIETNAMESE 
CIVILIANS. 

B. IT WAS FOUND THAT THE GROUP IMAGE HAS A MUCH MORE 

SECRET 
EtotC'LOSUIlE (' 1J 
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NEGATIVE WEIGHT THAN THE INDIVIDUAL OPINION. 

(1) WHEN ASKED, "HOW DO MARINESIN GENERAL FEEL TOWARD 
THE ARVN AND PFS?", THE AVERAGE OF RESPONSES WAS THAT THIRTY­
FIVE PERCENT DISLIKED THEM. WHEN ASKED, "HOW DO YOU PERSON­
ALLY FEEL ABOUT THE ARVN AND PF SOLDIERS IN GENERAL?" THE 
AVERAGE OF RESPONES WAS THAT FORTY-FOUR PERCENT LIKED THEM AND 
THIRTY-SEVEN PERCENT DISLIKE THEM. 

(2) WHEN ASKED, "HOW DO MARINES IN GENERAL FEEL 
TOWARD THE LOCAL CIVILIANS?", THE AVERAGE OF RESPONSES WAS 
THAT THIRTY-SEVEN PERCENT LIKED THEM AND THIRTY-FIVE PERCENT 
DISLIKED THEM. WHEN ASKED,"HOW DO YOU PERSONALLY FEEL ABOUT 
THE LOCAL PEOPLE?", THE AVERAGE OF RESPONSES WAS THAT FORTY­
FOUR PERCENT LIKED CIVILIANS AND THIRTY-SEVEN PERCENT DISLIKED 
THEM. 

C. A CORRELATION BY RANK REVEALS THAT MORE PVTS/PFCS, 
SENIOR NCOS AND FIELD GRADE OFFICERS HAVE FAVORABLE ATTITUDES 
To\-lARD THE VIETNAMESE THAN DO SGTS AND COMPANY GRADE OFFICERS. 

D. A CORRELATION BY TYPE OF DUTY REVEALS THAT THE 
GROUND FORCES WERE THE ONLY GROUP EXPRESSING MORE LIKES THAN 
DISLIKES TOWARD BOTH THE ARVN/PFS AND THE LOCAL PEOPLE. 

E. A CORRELATION BY AGE REVEALS THAT PROPORTIONATELY 
MORE MEN IN THE AGE GROUPS LESS THAN TWENTY YEARS OF AGE 
AND OVER THIRTY-FIVE LIKE THE VIETNAMESE THAN DO THE MEN IN 
AGE GROUP TWENTY-ONE TO THIRTY-FIVE YEARS. THE GROUP WITH 
THE LEAST NUMBER OF FAVORABLE RESPONSES IS THAT OF MEN 
BETWEEN THE AGES OF TWENTY-SIX AND THIRTY. 

4. CONVERSELY, THE SURVEY NOTED THAT THE US ARMY RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT FIELD UNIT, SAIGON REPORTED IN APRIL 1966 
THE EXPRESSIONS OF VIETNAMESE ATTITUDES IN EIGHT URBAN 
AREAS, ONE OF WHICH WAS DANANG. THE REPORT INCLUDED EX­
PRESSIONS OF LABORERS, MIDDLE CLASS AND INTELLECTUALS. 
SIGNIFICANT POINTS OF THE ARMY R&D REPORT ARE: 

A. IN DANANG, SEVENTY-EIGHT PERCENT OF THE PEOPLE 
LIKE US. ONLY SEVEN PERCENT DEFINITELY DISLIKE US. 

SECRET 
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B. SPECIFICALLY, THE PEOPLE REMARK UPON THE GOOD 
CHARACTER OF AMERICANS, THEIR LOVE TOWARD CHILDREN, THEIR 
WILLINGNESS TO PAY DEBTS. THEY BELIEVE THAT WE ARE 
COURTEOUS AND BRAVE. THEY ARE GRATEFUL TO US FOR FIGHTING 
THE VC, WORKING SO HARD AND HELPING THEM ECONOMICALLY. 

C. ON THE NEGATIVE SIDE THEY NOTE THE POOR CONDUCT OF 
SOME .:';G:W~~1iN~t.kv~SPECIALLY THOSE WHO ARE LOUD, CARELESS 
OF THEIR APPEARANCE, INEBRIATED AND THOSE WHO BOTHER 
VIETNAMESE GIRLS. 

D. SIXTY-THREE PERCENT DO NOT APPROVE OF VIETNAMESE 
GIRLS APPEARING IN PUBLIC WITH AMERICANS. 

E. THEY COMPLAIN ABOUT THE HIGH COST OF LIVING SINCE 
OUR ARRIVAL AND THIRTY-EIGHT PERCENT BLAME US. 

F. TWO DISQUIETING POINTS IN THE ARMY R&D SURVEY ARE: 

(1) SOME FORTY-TWO PERCENT ARE SAID TO BELIEVE THAT 
WE THINK WE ARE SUPERIOR TO THE VIETNAMESE. 

(2) ONLY FORTY-SIX PERCENT OF THE VIETNAMESE 
QUESTIONED BELIEVE WE LIKE THEIR SOLDIERS. 

IT MAY BE THAT AMERICANS ARE ALREADY COMMUNICATING OUR 
ATTITUDES MORE THAN WE REALIZE. 

5. I AM NOT AT ALL PREPARED TO ACCEPT THAT THE SURVEY IS 
100 PERCENT ACCURATE, BUT I AM SURE THAT IT HAS SOME BASIC 
VALIDITY. FOR THIS REASON, COMMANDERS OF NON-COMMITTED 
FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC COMMANDS WILL BE DIRECTED TO 
DEVOTE ADDITIONAL TIME IN THEIR TRAINING PROGRAMS TO 
DEVELOPING A BETTER KNOWLEDGE OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE, 
THEIR CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS, AND OF THE REASONS WHY WE ARE 
FIGHTING IN VIETNAM. FUTURE ISSUES OF FMFPAC TACTICAL TRENDS 
AND TRAINING TIPS WILL INCLUDE MORE DETAILED DATA ON THE 
VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AND ON THE ROOTS OF THE WAR, ALL AIMED AT 
MEETING THIS ATTITUDINAL PROBLEM THROUGH BETTER EDUCATION. 
THE MATTER HAS ALREADY BEEN DISCUSSED WITH CG, III MAF AND 
LOCAL COMMANDERS. 

SECRET 
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6. WHILE THESE MEASURESCAN BE EXPECTED TO IMPROVE THE 
SITUATION WITHIN FMFPAC, I SUGGEST IT DESIRABLE TO TAKE ADD­
ITIONAL MEASURES, ON A BROADER SCALE, TO INCREASE THE LIKEI-
HOOD THAT ALL MARINES HEADED FOR VIETNAM HAVE THE BEST POSSIBLE 
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AND TO THE WAR. ACCORD­
INGLY, RECOMMEND YOU CONSIDER REQUI~~~ ELSEWHERE IN THE 
FLEET MARINE FORCES, IN THE MARINE CORPS SCHOOLS, IN THE 
INFANTRY TRAINING REG{MENTS AND IN THE REMAINDER OF THE 
SUPPORTING ESTABLISHMENT, THAT ADDED EMPHASIS BE PLACED ON 
IMPROVING THE MARINES' UNDERSTANDING OF THE VIETNAMESE 
PEOPLE, OF THE NATURE OF THE VIETNAM WAR, AND OF THE FUNDA­
MENTAL IMPORTANCE OF CREATING AND MAINTAINING fAVORABLE RELATION­
SHIP WITH THE CITIZENRY. 
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29 ltO'9' 1966 

SUbj: Jlotif1catioB of Bacr6tary of the m.:vr of Berloaa 
~14enb in III JlAJ' .aa COl!grNs1onal IJlqw.r1 •• OD 
&1&1d 1DC1dient. 

1. Not.1ficatioa ot Secretary of the lla'WY. 

3 Jto'ft1lWer 1966 

Sot1f1cet1oD by CQllrNnaot to' 8ecJ:$tuy Qf t1le Jlavy 
on Cases 1~ 2, 3. arlo .. of SPlUtAD SIID"fof 28 ~ 
1966 

... Jlovember 1966 

Cb:f.ef of staff aotif1ea t1m4er Sec:n~uy of the ~ 
oa Casas 1, 2. 3, aBC .. of .RIAl) _BST Qf 26 lfoVelBher 
1966 

15 Ilovember 1966 

Secreta.r:y O'-f •• .,. aot.~f1" _ -.0 4e11ver.ed at. 0.10 
bo1ars. 15 !lov"'r 1"' •• ~1D9 Ca •• 8 on !!PJlD.l) 

. .-." of 28 lIoYeaIber 1966 

22 !lOYesaber 1966 

C~ant 1lO't.1f1ed Sec~ of tlw .")" of C ••• 
5, 6, .114 7 of aPRUJ) SSD1' of 28 ~r 1966 

25 .oveJtber 1966 

MarJ.M Corps ~ eem_r puad. t9BtCC t Colonel 
lJW!.Bit. and Lt:Col IJItAIX 1B.forM.tioa of Cue 10 of 
.DAD SBJIft of 28 JIovealter 196' at 2S1338~ "V 

2.- COAgretU&1CDal Imqu1d.ea have been rece1vec:1 frca the be.low 
liated .... ber. of Ccmqresa ana ware 8R~ on dates a8 li-stad. 

A. CASB 110. 1 of SPUAD SIDft 

senator SJ;I1»;toe 21 JIoV 1966 (Mi •• our! 
seoa.~Qr LcIl<J28 Ilo\' 1966 
Conc;rea'!!iIMaR D .. ct. Ball 28 !Jay 1966 
conceraiilo ?PC .r.. 11. 8O!'J), .:tr. 

senator ~ aayb 
CorJ.CeRing LCpl 2. w. MODO. 

1"1 lfoV 1966 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

Senator sterm1a . 17 !k>v 1966 
CODcerning PFC Jou D. PO'HIR. 

Senator Ruesell 2S Bov 19E6 
Senator Ta1ma4qe 23 'Iov 1966 
Conoermiag PEe J. D. SUL1tXVAlf 

Senator Na.gmsaon 1"1 Bov 1966 
CCli;" .... Brock M." 10 Nov 196' 
ecae~ Sgt ft1c::h~ VOGIL 

fl. b.B8 Mo.. 2 of SPDAD SBU't 

SeDator l10bert &yr. 
Silmator aanaolpll 
Coaqre.... Slack 
CO'llCerldng PJ'C C • ., .. ~ 

CoDgre • .RIeJl PbillU.n 
Coneem1ag CpI S. J. LVczm 

c. C.'3~ Ito. 3 of SPJtDD sa:nT 

9 Bov 1966 
9 Nov 1966 
2 lfov 19" 

23 aDd 2S lIov 1966 

Congre .... a Bogqa 21 Oct 1966 
ColfQerniftq LCpl r.. e.. SC'f1U1'"ft 

D. CASa JIo. 4 of JPDAD SSDT 

Semater Yarborough 21 Oet 1166 
CODCerttillq James It. Slam. 8. usa 

DECLASSIFIED 
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. ·YN2 IIII!!! 
sartO\'U Xac.t.dant. all...u.,. co-tt.t.a qu.a" Viet.a_ .. civilian. 'by ....... -* t:he" 
Itllbar.1M Aalph1hioua I'orea, . 

1" CAaI • ... CO, 1atBa, 5thMar" 1.~I'D1. 

l'epRte4 :tn~ormat;ioru 

A cop,y of • PhliMi_ry taqlliry a.te4 , Ooit .. r 1966 .11.,.,.. that at • V1if 
lit_let. Ii ... VII «:1.,'11_ ,...".. ~ .. , t.we ", ... n WrtI r."" OM r.,. vjct.a 
WOlIItAt1ed, far e1v1Uau .... ''It •• , _. a1,," 1w.:~ ••• tltreA ad .~. "Dine 
... patHl left. ........ la .'.e, .. ten« tlMt .,111_ wit1W4t ~Ol"it.y, .... 
_bara o..ut'" 't.laiaM ~ ...... Aft.er tIM .Mari ... witY...", ~ office,!:, 
piacoos leader 41_.,. ..... 1ttMt_ «f*-na. With tlut Jalow:l .... ol ~M o.ffiMr 
tbe GIl....... ._teapad t.o <lOVU up ,1Mt eri._" fte officer nl:!a1~U4 fal .. 
report a to lat • ..,.rior $. ~I" ti.. ~l t_ otf ..... 

d I DAft iDIigNS o"..s BAW!. 0, . ~~ 
Pi! 
Q 2000 hour. XlUln ~ 

oa 23 6ep SaJllet:. # 

1966 Cb" La!, 
Vlf 

'. e 

24Lt stephen :J. 1fALft, ;Sr: .. , 
UIIC'R 

sot t:lotleld L .. VOGSL, U~ 

e 

1. Ace •• aery .ft.er faet 
_rt.r of four Ylf civ!l­
t.aa. 
2. JlhlltUae fal .. offieial 
at.au.a.nt ... 
3.. J.')er.U.etiOft 1ft ptlr­
for..me. of ctut.y. 

1. JI'lurder of one 'IN 
.a'tfonal. 
2. Acc ••• ory after fact: .0 murder of • VN Matic.­
ala .. 
,.. Rape of one VJr 
.. tioDal .. 
• • Bre1.lkt D9 an(J enter1ftq 
5 VB dVellinqa. 

1. the ca ... of all t.eft 
_ceu'" per.ona, 'the 
Bear:lng P~jft9. of 
the I"orMal 'ret.t'S.1 
Inv •• t:1q_tioa end.. OR 
2 Mov.. '1'he record ira 
axe ••• Qf 600 1*0.. 1. 
be1D9 traa8cr:1bed unCIer 
fiel~ ecftdition8. Re-

.view of tbat record eM 
r~ndat1ona Oft all 
tea ... e~1t tra •• -
cr1b.tq. CClllllftaftt'! he. 
eart.u.at.4 15 Dec date 
01\ ntf"rence to trial •• 
Lat..at report by CG, 
latMarOiv Jtp41tr 4td 
12 .oY 1966. 
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FOR 9WCI!L yg OMLI 

"":iJ 

e 
/. 

/, 

D Jora R. SJUI'f'AG, USN 

LCpl Robttrt. 11. M:>J1R08. USHC 
(P~.88fttly CODf1~ .t 
Chu Lai) 

PI'C John D. POTTBl\,Jr., 
U8)IC 
(pr ... Btly confined at 
Chu Lai) 

PPC Jerry ll. SULLIVAN, 
. USMC 

PI'C J .. _ W. BOYD, Jr., 
Ue.c 

5. .Pal .. official .~at.­
_nt. 
6. J)er.lictt 1.n Ch1ty .. 

1. a.pe 2 VII f_.l .... 
2. Acce •• or:y after feet 
to 1IIUr4u of 4 VII clv111 ..... 
).. ih: •• X1aq aM ent..J:l_ S 
VlI ChMl11nV8 .. 

1. MI:lr4er 0' • Vl!f ••• 1OM1e. 
2.. A.a.a\ll~ with lD~ .. 
c~t ~r of 2 VW _.t.ional •• 
:1. Jltape of 2 va .at1oaala. 
4. ar •• JUDi ~ enteria, 5: Vll 
dWelllaO' ... 
5. Ae.auli: OD 1 va •• tio_U. 

1. Murkt' ot 5 va Rat.lonel ... 
2. A ••• ule with Int.nt ~ 
murder ODe VB _ational. 
3.. 1\..,. of 2 VII femele ... 
.... BnaldftQ aM .atering 5 VIiI 
"'ftll:lDq •• 
5. ~ •• ault Oft 3 VN 'aticaais. 

1. )/IUra.r of .. Vlf If.t:ioa.la .. 
. 2.. 1\II •• ult: wi t.h illUat: to 
~~ murder Oft 2 V. 8atloBale. 
3.. Rape one VJif f_le. 
4.. ." .. 1I:1l'l9 eJ'lC5 eauari'lt.q 5 VN 
C!welll:aq •• 
5. A •• ault OD 3 VH H.t1o .. 1.~ 

1. Mur&tr of • VN •• tioDa.l •• 
2. M.a"l to; wi t'b 1 nt.at to 
cONM1t murder of 2 VW Nationals. 
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J9R Qrncl:1h, 'Os. ONLY 

" 

e 

PI'C C11f'terl 0 .. HOI SO., USMC' 
(Pr ... ntly eonfi~ at 
Chu Lai) 

1. A.eees.ry .fur feet 
of 1llUrieJ:" of 5 VII W.tinaals. 

2. Rttpe of 2 VN femal ••• 
3. Br •• lc1ft9.aftd enHriD(r 4-
W dvel11ap. 
4. A ••• ul~on 3 VB MatioD.le. 

PIC Ja .. _ W. 1UlIDIJISO., 1. Aecea80ry af~.r fut. of 
USIC RIlr4er of , VII _at1 ... 1." 

2.. Rape of 2 VB f_l .. '" 
3. szealcia; aBd .ater1,. 4-
W tJvelllD98 .. 
4. A •• ault oa 4. VK -.tSonale. 

.re nanny L. M: GUN, USMC 1.. Jeurder of • VN Nationals. 
2. Aec •• lIOry .fter fact of 
.urGer of one va •• t1oaal. 
3. l\ .•• ault with 1ate.t. to 
~tt .urder Oft 2 VN •• tionalB. 
4... Rape of Orte W f_l ... 
5. Bneldng elle! ell~.riD9 ., va 
Clvelll.".. " 
6. }\ •• ~nllt on :) V1t lIIatloaals. 

lIOfts All al14l9at,1 ••• of often ... are be.ad Oft tM prelitfttrluy 1nft.tloet1..,.. report .. 
Char, •• aga1ut .cd referral. of peraone to trial vill be buoed on cQ.eate of l'orMal 
P ret.rl al Invaat:1vat1on. 
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1'01\ 9rnCI·y.. U#iB ONLY 

2.. CASas 1't&"Co. U8a, 7t,hMar, leUtarD1v 

Report*, laf'onaationa 

;\ copy ot a pre111d.12UY iaq.u1ry dabd 6 Oet:.olMar 1966 all" •• that three _lIbIra 
of 8 ten 11&11 patrol IMJ:'4erH al\ 6l6trly VlI VOIIIlIn, cover" ber botIy wit.h ai:raw *'"' Nt fire t.o the at,rw .. ' 'theft t.be .. _ ... Mft -.r6tr.a ••• 1<Jerly Vlf _ft f 

cut otf aD •• r, eM Mel the 1Io4y. The pat.rol d1. D.-t report the.. iDei_at ... 
1'b1. ineldftt. we. reportftJ by other Yillagera. The ,,1at.! .. 'Wre e!v:L 11 ..... 

X>A!1'a - PLAC! 
22 .sap 1966 Ttl a1bb 

Hamlet, 
Cbu La1 
Areal VN 

e 

EI~I!D;'S; 

Cpl Staaley J .. WC~J(O, U9MC 
(haa been referred to • 
Board of l"'4dical Offieer. 
tor psychiatric .v~luotioft) 

orm .... 
1. P.urder of 2 VN elv11-

'lana" 
2 * .Mutilat.e bodi •• of 2 
VN e1 'Vi lieul ... 

iil"1'C Chl:lrl •• f:. l<SEN,\l!lot u~~c. ,1. Murtlel" af 2 VN 
civilian •• 

PPC Ronald t.. Plf"TKOWSKI I 
\lSI«: 

• 
e 

2. ~t11at.e bod1 •• o~ 2 
\Ill e.1Y111aft.~ 

1.. l:urder of one 'IN 
c1v111eft. 
2.. )tut: 1 lat.. , the ~y of 
on. VN c1vil1an. 

gADs 9. cAf8 

Heul", proce.d.f.qa of Q 
t.M raxaal Pretrial vas Pi! 
cORlplete~ OIl 17 oct:. ~ 
~ t.icllal eha~. H 
Bqat.at LUCfWO aDa Ul 
XftSAR r.,.",1N1 &4-'1- ~ 
t10Ml l"ol'18al Pretrj.al H 
ravesi:J.gat:t 011.' 1\11 ~ 
'th:ree ~rlM. referret! Q 
to trial by GO< Oft 
23 !fa\' 1966. 'hi.l 
'tel'lt.et.1ftly acbHuled 
fot:' ... 'k of 19 u.e. 
rutportea br ca, 1.tMar 
~Vt JUg 2'0301:;~ RoY66 • 

-
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~E-. OprlC,!J:.. V ~f! Dt¥LI 

S. CASI, Schulttt Ca .. , lC!Bn, latHer. 1.tJ~l)1v 

.AaporttKJ Iftf'o.r:-.tlom I 

Wb11. _.mber of a patrol, SChult.r took att elc5erly V'N _1. out of a hut.. IMrc'be4 
. him a fw ..-tv. aftd abet hi... 'l'be ",:leti.'. wi fe &at' OM other VN _Ie ob_~ 
tnt.. '!here va. DO provocation. . 

DAD fL1:g PDSOl9§ orJ'!IRsas 

21 A'\aV 1966 De5e.aq ArfUl LCpl Wrau.lt. c .. 801IJLft, USkC Pr81llec!!t:atsd JllUrae,. of 

.' e ", 

VII (ConflMHf at; De.lbmq poe*,- VN .e,l. 
.tnv reY1. by 00, lat.1arD1v) 

'10 o11her us per.onl181 
lQvolve~ 

5 

e 

S.lWfUS or CAse , _ !iii • • 4 

ConYie*ed of of tens. 
'by c;a.r~ OIl 15 Oct .. 
setlte~ to ooafi_­
..mt for life. Di .... 
hoDor .. ble Dl.cbaZ91I 
Uftal f_l.l~.re. aad 
r~tio. to priva~. 
P~ .. at atatua prepar­
ation of the recor4of 
t.rial, .. utlMtDt.ia.t1on 
hT law officer act 
Pr •• 1deot of ~. 
Aat.1eipate reYjew by 
en t lat)\llrD!Y, about. 
1 'Dec. CG t lstMarn1 Y , 
.. _aqe of 10 NOY 
lateat report. 
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rna OJ'l'lC1Att !M OJJLI 

4 .. CAS.. sa1~ c .... ~ ... t:P1v 

J2AU 

Re'port" Iafortlet1ofts 

l:b:l.tlallyrepote'ted .1atoratloa w. that 4IW:tnqa fJQ.ua' a1Mpe;tJ:ol, • 'Ie ".peat 
vaa capbl'*'. ldUl. the otlwr ..... r. of the pdJ'ol wr. coat'QCt.:J.J1.9 ... reh .R4 
MCurit.y IlCUrit.l •• , SII1tl\ ..... par41ao __ captive. Tbe eaptiTe v •• II'hot aIM! 
s.1t.h waa O .. XV •• lew.l'lD'i a rifle f:reJa 111 •• beNld.r. 

PkACI EaRl· Qn_!!s S'l'AIfU' 01' ~ 

Q I 20 "-9 1966 DalfaaI', VB .1 ... _ I.. sam. ftlf. ua 
110 otMl' . J>~1t.i:oH! 
thto o£tom!: .. - "hal'll"4 with YIf _le.· ...,... .. of • 

GCM _14 OIl 20, 21, ... 
22~.. sa1Ul w •• 
eeq.a1t.ted. 
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f9~ O"nCIALUII PAY 

5.. CAUl "AttCo, lstB1:l, 7t'bHar I 3dkarDlv 

I.fOE18at.1oll froJl Itecord of! 7£'1.1. 

A 12 _.n patrol .toPP*" 1ft • bwet,p1ckAt4 up II VW __ a, alii rO.teM her to 
ecc:ompa". the patJ:ol. After ~.aoh:1D9 t.lw1r .s.lItlnaUo., 0 __ 11 tcolr. of' Mr 
p.nt:. aD4 t.ied tMia over _I' face uc! l:loum' her hand.. Twc other .., rapett 
the WO&lIIII. 

R!D ELACI 
ao Ju1 1966 C1N. l.a1 

Area 

(e 

!gm.!l1 
Cpl Carltoft. A. WILLIAM, 
USMC 

PIC Harl"i8EHl CALDfaLL, Jr:. I 
USM: 

LCpl Gerald M. '1'lLLXGHA8'l', 
USMC 

• 

O!DJUJII§ 

Rape or VII , ... 1. 

Rape of VlIf I_le 

Rape of VII fe.1. 

fJ1!1f!S Ql CAS! 

All UrM ... ri. ... vent 
trlta4 aDd ccmv:tc:t.M lJr Q 
GCJ( Oft 18 Aq. _n- PiI 
teDC!e approY-.4 by ex; I ~ 
1.'tMarI'>i v, ia eacb H 
Ga .. , BCD, co.fi __ at ~ 

I ... 12 _nu.. total ~ 
:twfet,ure:., a." r.~uo ... H 
Uoa .. priya.. All ~ 
0 .... IrQW ""'" ep- Q pella. s-evtew befon 11 
• .." IIou4 of bv1ev . 
here 1n ..... h1J11ftOft, 
1). C,. IafOtwat.lft 
obtai.., froa tfayal 
A~ll.t. ~yiew 
~t.i.,j.ty.. 

e 



£OR OFl'lCW Ua 2GY 

6. Cl\.B, 'W11~, MJ)"C01 lsUA, 9'tb)iar, )c1Ma.rJ)1v 

Report." latoraat:1cau 

RAft 

M.~r. of W11~·. unit vere oeeupytag ... ehine 9Uft po.i~lon ~ar the .tctl.'. 
Chrel11r..g.. Pnr )teri ... wr. play1av ellX'd. 11l the ... tcu..·. boUM. Wil.oa _t.4tred, 

. tol~ t.he elderly .,..ieU. 'to e~ ~t.1de. - 1'fteQ Wil.on cut. 'the v.1eU.'a throat with 
• 1cn1t. aDd tbrMf tM viet.t. 1n a well. other Mmbera of the QrtNP thr.v .trw 
over t.he rlcU.·. bot,.. 

m8J~ QJ'lg8 
Q 19 sep 1966 l'>aNan;r, VN .PC T4lrry L. WXL.,a, fJafC 
~ (PrelNtftt.l. y conifine4 at 

UrtpnnlecUt,ated atr".r or COllvlcte4 by Gc.M CD ~ 

~ DdaDl) 
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W _Ie 11 Nov aIM! .. nt~ to H 

Di~DOr.'bl. Vl.claarp,. ~ 
conti_he for 5 'J'lua, ~ 
total forl.i t.ux.. t ~ Ul 
~Uet1OD ~o private. ~ 
c ... peac!189 t.r..... u 
cr1ptlOl'1 of naoorCf eM ~ 
reYiew by CG, sat.r»1 v .. 

e 
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!9R 2l!IC:1;:L ti H O§Y 

1. CASE, Han-i. ant! Jfa:nbf.tak" latNarDiv 

Reported IJlfoJ:'Ut1olu 

Whil. OQ 4ay11gftt patrol flarri. alleqect to ba".. fOl"~ 1S .,..ar 01' VN 911"1 
Into back rooa of hou.H .M rapac.ll her. 8.r~1ck al1~ly a ... ult~ __ 
girl ift .tt •• to fore. ber to aoM1tit aet of oral eopulat1.oft Oil hi." 

DAD PkACa , llRSOll 
5 Oct 1966 v., locat10ft PPC Baaj. BAR.XS~ Jr., 

not reported U IMC 

,e ... 

LCpl wayne w. HlI.RI*IC.K, 
U~ 

~ 

2!lRgs 

~pe of VN temale 

Attempt to ccmmi~ 
8Oc5omy V1th VN ~.IMI. 

r:N¥' 9' <;AS. 

n.t.ned to trial by 
GOt.. Trial ... t tor 
28 aDt! 29 New 1966 .. 

. CO # 1.t.MaJ:Di v ~ .... aqa 
2102551' 1109" (e),. Itl'ta.t 
report. 
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mR cl'ri~ll~ un' CBlcY 

s. Cl.a. All~ rape of 13 year oU 91rl. 3d»n, 9tbMfl1'" t 3t!~~rPl. . , 

MU 

Reported .. .eta. 

Viet.i. broa9ht to 3dB., 9t.hKar, COlIIftandPoat. She .t.a~ "tAat. .bAt 'W •• t. ... 
froaa her-~ by t;vo Mar1M •• her mother drive" a'Way v1t.h a. at.!ck .... t.h.t ... 
vas t.a.a tato 0 adjo1zdnv Clvel11nq. There the 0WDaJ:' of the lloo .. v.s Qr4erlK' 
to leaft. She we.. re:PeC' 'bJ 'two Mar! ... while two other Marl... • •• 1at.ad. Pour 
.. ..uine. wbo lMre 11\ .,.. haal.t .t t1Jae of 411*,-' rape are \U'lftr iftWaiqtlt:icm. 

PLACK '8R§OHS V!PR ~m!A1iP1 p~a.s STATU S 01' CASB 
1 ."AAf¥441 hE. .....,. IIdI bJ 

~ I MonUD9 of PeJlall9 Area LCpl e.,11 AO •• RTs)5# lJIDC 
~ 24 oc~1966 VN 
H hll suspected of 

rape 

c... uDier 1 .... ti .. - ~ 
t10. by Cr1J1iul 1 ..... - H 

t1.,at1_ Dat. ..... t" e:: 
Ul 
Ul 
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. '. 

pJ'C John J'. ~so., USC 

P I"C Larry )IJC)()Dl', U SIC 
pre Jl(eJmetb a. GUY, usa«; 

e 

III MAP" ~.cJ by Ul 

eo, .... ae" ."1119* Ul 
1'12«1' Wori6 (e) It ~ 
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Fq)!.. 2J1I'ICll* YS gN,",Y 

9. CASEI ·C-'Co, lsth, .:taKer, 3aJl;.arD;tv 

»Am 

R4tportec! "act •• 

"WI:' un1deftti lied Mu1nee oL tIIe·co, let.BnJ lAMar # ve elleQed to heft .nt.~ 
a private hoIae .ce ... ally mol •• ter two voan. occupants. -._ 1nvol....., are 
wive. of locel civil 1rJ:e91illar d.f ....... 9l'Wpa (C!J)O).. Mari._ .1110 al1fl9lk" 
~ have thr.at.~ en .1~.rly ..n at rifle po1ftt. 

~LAC. E~SO.S wmSBli ~s 9F .. ~:J& 

~ I 1'30, JCbe .saM, Ua1<!tmtlf1-" 
~ 2) No¥ 1966 V1f 

\h;\'kDowa at t.h1. t.t_ 
Q 

Ca •• .au 111ft8t196- riI 
t.ioa. Report.et' by ~ 
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·"h 41 

III MAP OX to ~ vi. H 

.aMBCON 250,ceR (250e09Z ~ 
aDd CO lIZ MAP 2S073f7 ~ 
No'Y66 (C) H 
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10.. CASlh Charles B .. PKRGU::£'N, 38811, 9tbJ4at'.I ldMarDlv 

o 
Pill DATE H _ 

~ 

Report.1S Ya<:ta I 

)it', TAJIl r~ft*' to CO f 3dIJn , gt~ .. r t that a Mariu hat! ktdraap,*", .. vtetaa ... 
tetMll. 8l"1d had taken her t.o a apec1fied hou.. b.. the area.. Bnsqt:Kaj acc~alli4H! 
by BUHecSO went. to the howM.. Aa ~ anive4, )tar1_ ru from t'hII bottM a~ we. 
appn'hended by t.he aaSgU.aj.. The Sg~.j.ftt..red t.M bou .. , fcMa4 t.he allta9.c! 
v1et.1. 1l'1DQ on t~ floor # •• vaqelybeatMl, aD4 apparetly r.pItI6. AlleQed 
viet!.41ed shortly tbenafter. lfer boc!y va. t.J: •• aporUd to ,the Naval 6Upport 
l..etiv.ity HoIJP.tt.al" DulaBG. Aft autcp.y w111 be perfo~"'" 

PL~a PIfRSOH tJ'!p!! mnltI!!6T10N- ornm,,~ S'f'A1'US OF CASE 
if' "" 
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1330 An Heal VN PPC Charl •• 8. ","V.ruSON, USMC suspect*, of rape ~M Ca .. uN!er lav •• tiqs, ... 
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24 50. 1966 

f. e 
.-'+'J 

.2 

atr".r t.1cm. :Repo~ by 
CO III MAr 25073.~ 
lIiov66 (C) aDd MCCC 
PO.SCON 250.027 and 
250128R. 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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POSITION PAPER 

Subj: Serious Incidents allegedly committed against Vietnamese 
civilians by members of the III Marine Amphibious Force 

1. PROBLEM: 

Information of eight incidents of serious offenses com­
mitted against Vietnamese civilians by members of the III 
Marine Amphibious Force has been reported to the Commandant 
of the Marine Corps. These incidents, singlely and severally, 
h~ve the potential for an adverse e£f@ct on military opera­
tions, relations with the citizens of the Republic of Vietnam 
and the government of RVN~ furnish potential harmful propa­
ganda to the enemy, and could result in public ill will both 
within the United states and the Free World. 

2. REQU IREMENT I 

It is appropriate to evaluate the actions taken by the 
U. S. Marine Corps and to formulate the Marine Corps poSition 
in a general Statement of policy and action in the following 
five categories: Public Inform&tion, Congressional Notifica­
tion and Information, Troop Training and Indoctrinationf 
Directives and Reporting Procedures, and Disciplinary Consid­
erations and Military Justice actions. 

3. BACKGROUNDs 

Reports of. the$e eight serious incidents have been made to 
the Department of Defense.· the Secretary of the Navy, and to 
the Under Secretary of the Navy. These reports have included 
summarized narrative statements of facts as extracted from 
investigative, letter and message reports received from Field 
Commands. Information on specific individuals has been fur­
nished to members of Congress in response to inquiries from 
constituent parents and relatives of Marines charged with 
offenses. Higher authority has inquired concerning the 
Marine Corps troop indoctrination and training, and directives 
relevant to serious incidents in RVN. There are questions as 
to the necessity of a press release concerning these incidents. 

4. CONSIDERATION OF FIVE CATEGORIBS OF INTERBST WITH SUMMARIES 
OF ACTION TAKEN AND MARINE CORP S POSITION: 

A. PUBLIC INFORMATlON: 

(1) Past Action: 

at. A press release has not been made on any of 
the eight reported incidents. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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b. To date there have been no inquiries from 
the press o~ any other media concerning these 
incidents. 

c. One story has appeared in a Wichi t.a I Kansas,· 
newspaper concerning the conviction of unpremedi­
tated murder of one Marine. That case involved 
asin9·le defendant. No press inquiries have been 
received 

(2) Recommendations: 

a. That a press release on a single incident or 
on the series of incidents not be released. 

Rationale: These incidents must be considered 
as a part of the entire operations of U. S. 
Forces in RVN. Release by one service will 
probably result in inquiries to the other 
services. Brigadier General Garretson, Muine 
Corps Director of Information, has conferred 
with the Chief of Information, Department of 
the Army # on thi smatter. The Army has not 
made any pre-request press releases on incidents 
of serious offenses. If the· Marine. Corps decides 
to unilaterally initiate pre-request press re­
leases, the Army requests pre-release notice. 
COMU SMACV as Theater Commander should be con­
sulted on this matter. 

b. If an inquiry is received, that the response 
be directed to the specific incident inquired on. 

c. If a press release becomes appropriate by 
reason of direction of higher authority or in 
response to a press inquiry, the release of 
information should be made by the Informatio~ 
Service Officer on the staff of the commanding 
general having court-martial jurisdiction. 

Rationale: Release at that level will aecrease 
the seriou~ alarm characteristics of the incident. 
It should also preclude any color of political 
pressure or higher command influence on milit&ry 
justice procedures. 

d. Positions Recommendations a, 0, and c should 
be the Marine Corps position on public information. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

B. CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION AND INFORMATION: 

C. 

(i) Past Actions In accordQnee with the Commandant's 
Plan and Directive the Chairmen of the senate and 
aouse ~d Service Committees, the Chief Counsel 
of both committees, and Mr. Stempler, Assistant to 
Sec~etary of Defense for Legislative Affairs, have 
been advised of subject. serious incident.s. Other 
members of Congress have been informed. in response 
to requests concerning specific incidents. No mem­
ber of Congress has indicated a dissatisfaction with 
the information provided, with the Marine Corps 
handling of the incidents I o.r a desire to personally 
intervene in t.he services' handling of such incidents. 

(2) Recommendation: That those C~airmen of Committees 
and counsel of Committees be periodically advised of 
the status of each incident and results of legal 
action. Further inquiries from members of Congress 
be answered in a factual manner ano addressed to the 
appropriate specific incident. 

(3) Position: The Nerine Corps position should be as 
stated in the Recomrnendation above. 

T:aoDl? TRAINING AND INOOCTRINATIONs 

(1) Past Action: 

The training of Marines in personal conduct 
begins in recruit tJ:'aining. .Marine Corps training 
is oriented toward tlVN operations and includes. civic 
action concepts and personal conduct. Further train­
ing and indoctrination ia conducted during replacement 
training at Camp Pendleton, California. This training 
includes orientation toward the pending duty in 
Vietnam, information of the people and their customs, 
instruction on civic action, lectures by chaplains 
on ~eligi$~ of Vietnam and respedt therefor, and 
instruction on the provimions of the Geneva Conven~ion 
pertaining to prisoners of war, non combatants, and. 
treatment of. c'ivil populace. A Pocket Guide to Vietnam 
is issued to each man for his retention and study. 
Upon arrival in III MAF additional ind.octrlnation is 
presented on relations with the VN people, Vietnamese 
history, culture and religions, VN economic and politi­
cal life, an~ the Free Worla effort in VN. III MAF 
requires that subordinate commands make this type of 
training and instruction a continuous effort through­
out a Marine· s tour of duty. COM{] SMACV has ertensi ve 
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directives and requirements for this training on a 
continuing basis. Commanding General, III MAr, ham 
promulgated comprehensive orders and instructions 
covering standards of personal conduct and relations 
with the Vietnamese people. Subordinate commanders 
have issued further amplifying instructions pertain­
ing to these orders. The Marine Corps does have an" 
affirmative program. 

(2) Proposed Action: 

The Commandant of the Marine Corps has issued 
directives reemphasizing the need for and the com­
pletion of intensive training and indoctrination on 
standards of conduct in RVN ando relationships with 
the Vietnamese people. Strict execution of these 
instructions are and will be a matter of command 
supervision. Instructions have been issued to the 
Commandant. Marine Corps SChools, directing an 
increased emphasis on these subjects, and on leader­
ship:-,in relation thereto, in the Basic School. 
Amphibious Warfare School and the Command-and Staff 
College. The Marine Corps Order on Non Commissioned 
Officer Leadership Training will be modified to 
require greater emphasis in these mat1ters. Direct! ves 
have been issued requiring add.itional instruction at

O 

Infantry Training Regiments during ICT and at Staging 
Battalion at Camp Pendleton to fully ensure that each 
and every Marine is aware of the necessity of good 
relations with the Vietnamese people. This training 
will be continued in RVN. 

(3) Position: The concept of the Marane Corps training 
program in standards oof conduct an~ relations with the 
Vietnamese people is satisfactory. Emphasis on command 
supervision, leaderShip" training and education will 
continue in line with the present increased program. 

D. DIRECTIVES AND ltEPORTING PROCEDURES: 

(1) Background: 

The reporting of certain of these serioul!l incidents 
by Field Commands via intermediate commands to the 
Commandant of the Marine Corps was not timely. 

(2) Directives: 

In effect during this period is Marine Corp/!! Order 
05740.2 of 26 oct 1964 with changes land 2. The 
requirement for reporting subject serious incidents 1s 
fully within the purview of that order. There are 

4 
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indications that the full requirement of this order 
may not have been completely appreciated by some 
concerned. The Commandant has addressed d1reet1ves 
to the subordinate commanders specifically directing 
attention to the existing directive. 

(3) Reporting Proceduresl 

There were delays in transmission and defects 
in transmission of certain messages originating from 
0G, 1st Marine Division. This was due to displace­
ment of the Division Command Post and Communication 
section. An inveetiqation into and report on this 
failure of coxmnunications has been requested. The 
communications system is adequate· for repo~inq such 
incidents. 

(4) Pos.ition: 

The Marine Corps had in effect and fully promul­
gated an order requiring reports of subject incidents. 
No additional clarifying or amplifying orders are 
required. 

E. DISCIPLINARY CONSIDBRATIONS AND MILITARY JUSTICE 
PltOCEDURES; 

(1) state of Discipline: 

a. Five of these serious incidents were committed 
by members af the 1st Marine Division. Elach inci­
dent arQse out of a different battalion. Three 
incidents were by members· of the 3d Marine Division. 
Each incident arose out of separate battalions. 
While the allegation of each incident is serious 
and of concern, the distribution of the incidents 
be ..... Jii'i1n the many units and the number of Marine 
Corps personnel located in RVN does not indicate a 
breakdown of discipline which in any way affects 
combat efficiency. 

b. Position: 

The state of discipline within III Marine 
Amphibious Force is good. 

(2) Legal Proceedings and Disciplinary Actions: 

a. Command Action: 

5 
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Of the eight serious incidents the persons 
involved have been referred to trial by general 
courts-martial in five (5) of the incidents: 
(1) One man has been acquitted. (5) five men have 
been convicted, and (2} two men are scheduled for 
trial on 28 and 29 November. In two of the inci~ 
dents thirteen men (ten and tbree) have undergone 
formal pretrial investigation. Referral for trial 
awaits review of these records. In one incident 
(the latest) four suspects are under investigation. 

b. Position * 
Command action in disciplinary matters has been 

appropriate and timely. In each case offiCial in­
vestigations;; were ordered immediately upon dis­
covery of the offenses.· Courts-marticl.l action 
followed where warranted. 

5. The Marine Corps is concerned over the seriousness of these 
incidents and the potential for adverse effect on operations in 
RVN. 'fhere is neither attempt to nor need for any "cover up'" 
of the .incidents. The Marine Coq>s ha.a in operation an appro­
priate program for troop indoctrination in standards of conduct 
and relations with the Vietnamese people. Such incidents are 
avoid&ble, but cannot be characterized as totally unexpected 
when the conditions of troop operations in RVN are considered. 
Past history of conduct of a very few of the combatants in any 
war will reveal an occaslional isolated insta.nce of crimes 
committed against non combatants in the theater of operations. 
The Marine Corps position is that every effort will be made i.n 
a constant effort to avoid any such· incidents by members of the 
United states Marine Corps. 
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SPREAD SHEET 

Subj: Serious Incidents allegecly committed against Vietnamese civilians by members of the 
III Marine Amphibious Force 

1. CASE: "B"Co, lstBn, 5thMar, lstMarDiv 

Reported Information: 

A copy of a Preliminary Inquiry dated 9 October 1966 alleges that at a VN 
hamlet five VN civilians were murdered, two women were raped, one rape victim 
wounded, four civilians assaulted, and eight huts entered and damaged. A nine 
man patrol left an ambush site; entered the village without authority, and 
members committed these offenses. After the Marines withdrew, theo£ficer 
platoon leader discovered these offenses. With the knowledge of the officer 
the offenders attempted to cover up the crimes. The officer submitted false 
reports to his superior in order to conceal the offenses. 

81 DATE PLACE 'PERSONS OFFENSES STATU S OF CASE 

Pi! 
Q 1 2000 hours 

Dn 23 Sep 
1966 

e 

Xuan Ngec 
Hamlet, 
Chu Lai, 
VN 

2dLt Stephen J. TALTY, Jr., 
USMeR 

Sgt Ronald L. VOGEL, USMC 

e 

1. Accessory after fact 
murder of four VN civil­
ians. 
2. Making false official 
statements. 
3. Dereliction in per­
formanceof duty. 

1 . Murder of one VN 
National. 
2. Accessory after fact 
to murder of 4 VN Nation­
als. 
3 • Rape of one VN 
National. 
4. Breaking and entering 
5 V~ dwellings. 

In the cases of all ten 
accused persons, the 
Hearing Proceedings of 
the Formal Pretrial 
Investigation ended on 
2 Nov. The record in 
excess of 600 pages is 
being transcribed under 
field conditions. Re­
view of that record and 
recommendations on all 
ten men await trans­
cribing. Command has 
estiMated 15 Dec date 
on reference to trials. 
Latest report by CG, 
IstMarDiv spdltr dtd 
12 Nov 1966. 

e 
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e 

HN Jon R. BRETAG, USN 

LCpl Robert W. MONROE, USMC 
(presently confined at 
Chu Lai) , 

PPC John D. POTTER, Jr., 
USMC 
(Presently confined at 
Chu'Lai) 

PPC Jerry D. SULLIVAN, 
USMC 

PFC James W. BOYD, Jr. I 

USMC 

-

5. False official state­
ment. 
6. Derelict in duty. 

1. Rape 2 VN females. 
2. Accessory after fact 
to murder of 4 VN civilians. 
3. Breaking and entering 5 
VN dwellings. 

1. Murder of 4 VN Nationals. 
2. Assault with intent to 
commit murder of 2 VN Nationals. 
3. Rape of 2 VN Nationals. 
4. Breaking and entering 5 VN 
dwellings. 
5. Assault on 3 VN Nationals. 

. 1. Murder of 5 VN Nationals. 
2. Assault with intent to 
murder one VN National.' 
3. Rape of 2 VN females. 
4. Breaking and entering 5 VN 
dwellings. 
5. Assault on 3 VN Nationals. 

1. Murder of 4 VN Nationals. 
2. Assault with intent to 
commit murder on 2 VN Nationals. 
3 •. Rape one VN female. 
4. Breaking and entering 5 VN 
dwellings. . 
5. Assault on 3 VN Nation~ls. 

1. Murder of 4 VN Nationals. 
2. Assault with intent to 
commit murder of 2 VN Nationals. 

e 
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PFC Cliften G. HOBSON, USMC 
(Presently confined at 
Chu Lai) 

PFC James W. HENDERSON" 
USMC 

PFC Danny L. MC GHEN, USMC 

1. Accessory after fact 
of murder of 5 VN Nationals. 
2. Rape of 2 VN females. 
3. Breaking and entering 4 
VN dwellings. 
4. Assault on 3VN Nationals. 

1. Accessory after fact of 
murder of4 VN Nationals. 
2. Rape of 2 VN females. 
3. Breaking and entering 4 
VN dwellings. 
4. Assault on 4 VN Nationals. 

1. Murder of 4 VN Nationals. 
2. Accessory after fact of 
murder of one VN National. 
3. Assault with intent to 
commit murder on 2 VN Nationals. 
4. Rape of one VN female. 
5. Breaking and entering 4 VN 
dwellings. 
6. Assault on 3 VN Nationals. 

NOTE: All allegations of offenses are based on the preliminary investigative report. 
Charges against and referrals of persons to trial will be based on contents of Formal 
Pretrial Investigation. ' 

2. CASE: "Kt'Co, 3dBn, 7thMar I IstMarDiv 

e 

Reported Information: 

A copy of a preliminary inquiry dated 6 october 1966 alleges that three members 
of a' ten man patrol murdered an elderly VN woman, covered her body with straw 
and set fire to the straw. Then these same men murdered an elderly VN man, 
cut off an ear, and hid the body. The patrol did not report these incidents. 
This incident was reported by other villagers. The victims were civilians • 

3 Ie • 
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22 Sep 1966 

3. CASE: 

DATE 

PLACE 

Tri Binh 
Hamlet, 
Chu Lai 
Area, VN 

PERSONS 

Cpl Stanley J. LUCZKO, USMC 
(Has been referred to a 
Board of Medical Officers 
for psychiatric evaluation) 

PFC Charles W. KEENAN, USMC 

PFC Ronald A. PIATKOWSKI, 
USMC 

Schultz Case, 3dBn, IstMar, IstMarDiv 

Reported Information: 

OFFENSES 

1. Murder of 2 VN civil­
ians. 
2. Mutilate bodies of 2 
VN civilians. 

1. Murder of 2 VN 
civilians. 
2. Mutilate bodies of 2 
VN civilians. 

1 • Murder of one VN 
civilian. 
2. Mutilate the body of 
one VN civilian •. 

STATUS OF CASE 

Hearing proceedings of 
the Formal Pretrial was 
completed on 17 Oct. 
Additional charges 
against LUCZKO and 

. KEENAN required addi­
tional Formal Pretrial 
Investigation. This 
record has not been 
prepared. The command 
has estimated 8 Dec as 
d.ate of decision on 
referral for trial. 
Latest report by CG, 
lstMarDiv, is dated 
12 Nov. 

While a member of a patrol, Schultz took an elderly VN male out of a hut, ~arched 
him a few meters and shot him. The victim's wife and one other VN male observed 
this. There was no pro~ocation. 

PLACE PERSONS OFFENSES STATU S OF CASE 

27 Aug 1966 DaNang Area,LCp1 Frank C. SCHULTZ, USMC Premeditated murder of 
VN male 

Convicted of offense 
by GCM on 15 Oct. 
Sentenced to confine­
ment for life, Dis­
honorable Discharge, 
total forfeitures and 
reduction to private. 
Present status prepar­
ation of the record of e 

VN (Confined at DaNang pend­
ing review by CG, lstMarDiv) 

No other US personnel 
involved 

• e 
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4. CASE: Smdth Case, 3dMarDiv 

Reported Information: 

trial, authentication 
by law officer and 
President of GCM. 
Anticipate review by 
CG, lstMarDiv, about 
1 Dec. CG, lstMarDiv, 
message of 10 Nov 
latest report. 

Initially reported information was that during a squad size patrol, a VC Suspect 
was captured. While the other members of the patrol were conducting search and 
security activities, Smith was guarding the captive. The captive was shot and 
Smith was observed .lowering a rifle from his shoulder. 
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PLACE PERSONS OFFENSES STATUS OF CASE 

U 
Pi! 
Q 

20 Aug 1966 DaNang, VN James R. SMITH, HN, USN Premeditated murder of a 
'VN male. 

GeM held on 20, 21. and 
22 Oct. Smith was 
acquitted. No other person charged. with 

the offense 

5. CASE: "A"Co, lstBn, 7thMar, 3dMarDiv 

~TE 

Information from Record of Trial: 

A 12 men patrol stopped in a hamlet, picked up a VN woman. and forced her to 
accompany the patrol. After reaching their destination, one man took off her 
pants and tied them over her face and bound her hands. Two other men raped the 
woman. 

'~LACE l?ERSO!!§ QFFENSES . STATUS OF CASE 

20 Jul ·1966 Chu Lai Area Cpl Carlton A. WILLIAMS, Rape of VN female All three Marines were 
tried and convicted by 
GCM on Ie Aug. Sen­
tence approv1ltby CG. 

USMC 

e fJ 
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PFC Harrison CALDWELL, Jr., Rape of VN female 
USMC 

LCpl Gerald M. TILLIGHAST, Rape of VN female 
u~c 

IstMarDiv, in each 
case, BCD. confinement 
for 12 months, total 
forfeitures, and reduc­
tion to private. All 
cases now pending ap­
pellate review before a 
Navy Board of Review 
here in Washington. 
D. C. Information 
obtained from Naval 
Appellate Review 
Activity. 
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DATE 

Reported Information: 

Members of Wilson's unit were occupying a machine gun position near the victim's 
dwelling. Four Marines were playing cards in the victim's house. Wilson entered, 
told tne elderly victim to come outside. Then Wilson cut the victim's throat with 
a knife and threw the victim in a well. Other members of the group threw straw 
over the victim's body. 

f.~ PERS~ ~NSE STATUS OF CASE 

19 Sep 1966 DaNang, VN PPC Terry L. WILSON, USMC unpremeditated murder of Convicted by GCM on 
(Presently confined at VN male 
DaNang) 

6 

e e 

11 Nov and sentenced to 
Dishonorable Discharge, 

. confinement for 5 years, 
total forfeitures, and 
reduction to private. 
Case pending trans­
cription of record and 
review by CG, 3dMarDiv. 

e 
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7. CASE: Harris and Hardwick, IstMarDiv 

DATE 

5 Oct 1966 

Reported Information: 

While on daylight patrol Harris alleged to have forced 18 year old VN girl 
into back room of house and raped her. Hardwick allegedly assaulted same 
girl in attempt to force her to commit act of oral copulation on him. 

PLACE 

VN, Location 
not reported 

PERSONS 

PFC Eddie HARRIS, Jr., 
USMC 

LCp1 Wayne W. HARI:MICK. 
USMC 

OFFENSES 

Rape of VN female 

Attempt to commit 
sodomy with VN female 

.§TATgIL OF CASE 

Referred to trial by 
GCM. Trials set for 
2P and 29 Nov 1966. 
CG, I stMarDiv , message 
2102552 Nov (c), latest 
report. 

,.:t: I B. CASE: 
H 
U 
Pi! 
Q 

Alleged rape of 13 year old girl. 3dBn, 9thMar. 3dMarDiv 

DATE 

Reported Facts: 

Victim brought to 3dBn, 9thMarines Command Post. She stated that she was taken 
from her horne by two Marines, her mother driven away with a stick, and that she 
was taken into an adjoining dwelling. There the owner of the house was ordered 
to leave. She was raped by two Marines while two other Marines assisted. Four 
Marines who were in the h.am1et at time of alleged rape are under investigation. 

PLACE PERSONS UNDER INVESTIGATION OFFENSES STATU S OF CASE --
Morning of DaNang Area, 
24 Oct 1966 VN 

LCpl Cecil ROBERTSON, USMC 

PFC John F. THOMPSON, USMC 

Case under investiga­
tion by Criminal Inves­
tigation Detachment, 

e 

PFC Larry MOODY, USMC 

PFC Kenneth E. GUY, USMC 

e 

All suspected of 
rape I I I MAF. Reported by 

CG, FMFPac message 
1412442 Nov66 (C). 

e 

Q 
Pi! 
H 
~ 
H 
Ul 
Ul 

~ 
U 
Pi! 
Q 
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lB61CGI) 1ST MWRDlV il fMf SPCl.tR lllZPVNZC TO CGMFMFPAC OF 23NG~ 66 
Pre JAMES HERRQN 2065391 USMC CHARGED WItH VIOLe 1~8 UCMJ> ~ 
PREMEDItATED M~tDER@ PREVIOUSlY REPORTED IN REF So PRETRAIl 
INVESTIGWTI0N HEARING COMPLETED" -
RECORD OF INVESTIGATION AND.RECOMMENFJTION OF PRETRAIL INVEST~ 
IGATXNG OFFICER BEING PREPARED TRAIL DATE NO SET UNTIL RECEIPT 
OF RECO~1MENj)A1)WN FROM BN G VO oINVESf tGAT 10M REVEALS ON 210CT 66 
tHE ACCUSED AND PFC JAMES HAYES BECAME INVOLDDNGN HEATED ARGUMENT 
WYEREBYHBOTH ~qEN PICKED UP THEIR ~PNS AND LOADED tHEM I) A PWC MOGSE 
~ttEf!.IP!ED TO CALM THE['1 AND ~AS SHOT. BY_ HAYESQ tHE ACCUSED tHEN FIRED n . 

.... 

PAGE TWO RUMNlA iSla?!: C ON F IDE N 1'1 At, L 
WRITTEN to ACCUSED~S ~XFEe WILL ADVISE AS SfATQS CHANGESI 
Bt 
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Aa MY CONCLUSIONS p AFTER MUC'H Saul. SEAHCHING 
DISCUSSlON 9 ARE THA! THE GRAVE ACTIONS. ARE CHARGEABLESG 
APARf FRO~ NO~K~~lt. MmAN FRA:n .. tYQ"'TO NO tHINGSs <»"" 

~~~ W!tt~[SSES IN SUPERVISIONf) DERIVING MA~tY fROM 
SHQRfAGiS ~~ ~~~I~S~ QUALIty OR TRA!NI~SOV Sij~!RVIgORY 
PER$ON~!L0 OR XflS ADijl,TEFtATION OF Sl'n1tL L~n:t L1tADERSfU~ 181 
RAPID PROMij'rXO~G> 

(2) THE GUIUfRILLA ENVlRONMENTfj WHERE: THE BEST 0' 
GOOD MEN ~~~ FRUSfR~rID BY tHEIR XNABlL!rr.r@ CO~E '~Lr 
10eRIPs 'ltM TMlXR !~!MYG . 

B® TM! lAT1IR IS BY FAR tHE MORE IMPORTANT OF fHl twO 
~ASIC CJHJSrSe f4I&f t)lHOS!:Hom.r ENEMY~' fROM DAY TO DA't~ Jl~ 
A lIHET or L~ND If5JXW~~ OR 'SOOOBY 'll'RAPPED TRAItS~ H~VE ~ COM~Lt1fre@J 
~~E 10 'I~Mf i~~ie 1MEY &R£ rRUS1RWTEB WHE~ tHERE IS ~orHIre~ 
$~Sf~~X~l 1© W~~~O ~~D ~R!MPRONE 10 CKWRA©r~~gZ~ &NY N~r~Vl 
A~ 1~ ~Me~DI~~~r~f tmz ~NE~YG !NIS !xPb&XOO~ f~ ~l~1WUsr 
~f 'if ME ~~©lFL.E l2:~linr~)tl'Z(j Bit' so~u! OTMElR~1tSE OOL1m ~AlRl~S i%NDt) 
®f . 
1MXS tJ@~?L~rI® rlllE1Y~E PtRT ONE RmA!~DEl1 0' ~m:S1 
TO FOtll...O~YO 

DECLASSIFIED 
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FM CG FMfPAC 
TO WWND/CMC 
aT 
CON F IDE N T X A L SECTION 2 OF 3 SECTIONS 

AT tHE OTHER END OF THE SPEctRUM~ II CASTS SOME LIGHT ON THE 
BRutALITIES WHICH so CONCERN us. 

Ce IN SOME RESPECTS p TH£N p tH£ LEVEL OF THESE OFFENSES IS 
A FUNCTION OF THE TYPE OF COMBAT. IN AREAS WHERE OUR FORCES 
ARE ENGAGED IN MORE CONVENTIONAL OPERATIONSc-THE LARGE 
ACTIONS NEAR THE DMZ""-THERE HAS BEEN NO PROBLEM. THERE HAS 
BEEN A CREDXBLE ENEMY p INTO WHOM UNITS COULD GET THEIR 
!EETHo IN THIS AREA p AS IN TKE PlEIKU~KONTUM PLATEAU p TKE 
NATIVES ARE FEW IN NUMBER, AND DO NOT FIGURE SIGNIFICANTLY 
IN THE WARo HOWEVER p WHERE THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES ACTUALLY 
REPRESENT THE BATTLEGROUND-=AS IN THE POPULOUS AREA SOUTH 

~ 
~ 
:nil 
$:.p 
c::: 
1'0'" fT-

OF DANANG"''''A SINGl.E ACT OF DUPLICITY OR TREACHERY ON A 
NATIVEoS PART ENCOURAGES TROOPS 10 EXERCISE THEIR FRUSTRATIONS 

~ ON ALL NAtIVES, AND DEGRADES THEI~ HUMANITARIAN INHIBITIONS. 
~ THIS IS THE ENVIRONMENT WHERE CIRCUMSTANCE HAS CAUSED MOST 

OF THE MARINES TO FIGHT, AND tHIS IS THE AREA WHERE MOST OF 
;!!; 
= ~:: ' .~.,.. 

PAGE 2 YYNA 3656 CON DID E N T I A l 
THE TROUBLE LIES. 

~~.) . • ~to 

'-",'J :"E ~J 
';;., '."~ 

Do ACKNOWLEDGING THE ABOVE PROBLEMS, AS GENERATED BY C~'":~ 
DENSE POPULATION AND THE GUERRILLA ENVIRONMENT I) THEY ARE '_,\j ~~::o 
sr ILl. tARGEt Y SOl.UBL.E BY LEADERSHIP AND EFFECTIVE PRE"" (;:::) ::-\;:; 
ORIENTATION 0 IF THE REPEATED COMMENTS OF THE COMMANDERS c:r"; ~~~t''' 
to WHOM I SPOKE ARE TO BE GIV£N EVEN LIMITED CREDENCES) WE r..":'.' 

HAVE MUCH MORE TO DO IN PREa ORIENtATION Q COMMANDERS MADE 
~IIP" .. h.JO ADVERSE COMMENT CONCERNING OREN.TATION OF NEIiI UNITSi' Bur 

, rA~ COMPLAINED tHAt THE REPL.ACEMENT INDIVIDUALS UNDERSTAND roo LITtL.E 
OF THE PROBtEM~ AND THAT TIME DOES NOT PERMIT A PERIOD OF 

L~i~\~ EDUCATION THEIR CRITICISM WAS ADDRESSED PARTICULARLY YO 
t,,~ JUNIOR OFFICERS. MY DISCUSSION \tilTH Y.OUNG LIEUTENANTS 

BORE THIS Q(ji 0 ADDltroNALLY p THERE WAS. C.OMPl.AINT 
THAT SCARCITY OF L.ANGUAGE-QUALIFIED MEN IMPEDES COMMUNICATION 
~!tH tHE VIE!NAMESE u AND THUS INCREASES THE LIKELIHOOD OF MISUNa 
DERstANDING AND TROUBt£o A1.THOUGHT THE USMC HAS TURNED OUT A lOT OF 
VIETNAMESE l!NGUIstS p XT IS PlAXW t~AT THE PROGRAM WEEDS FURtHER 
EXPANSION 0 .. .$!"f' 

Eo REAl.IZING THAT THE PERSONALIty OF IHE OFFENDING e IND xv !DUAL H XMSELF M list G !V£ SOME Cl,.UES AS TO UNDERco 
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~NFJDENTIAL 
L 1fXNG . C~U5ISg I LOOKED INto THE .RECORDS OF THE PEOPLE ACCUSED 
OR CONVICtED OF tHE ACtS UNDER DXSCUSSIONo 1 LEARNED SOME· 
liNTERESTINGaoAND USEfUL-o!HINGSo 

~~) THERE IS NO APPARENT CO-RELATION AS TO EDUCATIONo 
tHE MEN ARE EDUCATIONALLY ABOUT A CROSS SECTION Of MARINE 
CORPS ENLISTED p HAVING ABOUT 1005 YEARS OF fORMAL EDUCATION. 
RO~ 

GZLAG 
U 

FPI?EZAO G X 
lid 5MBJJG 

BGBCCCMVSFHVf~RElATIONo 
tAKING THE PARTICIPANTS IN SIXTEEN VERY SERIOUS CASES: 

(A) TNt MEN ARE YOUNG=QAVERAGE AGE UNDER 200 
(B~ tHEY ARE PREDOMINANTl.Y REPl.ACEMENTS p RATHER 

tHAN MEN WHO HAVE GROWN UP WITH THEIR UNIT. 
(C), tHEY COVER THE WHOL.E INTELl.ECTUAl. SPECTRUMg 

BUT ARE MENTALLY SOMEWHAT BELOW AVERAGEe GCTS VARY FROM 
66 10 120 9 WItH FIVE UNDER 90 p AND THE AVERAGE AT 960 

(O} THEY HAVE HAD BRIEF MARINE CORPS SERV!CEo EXCEPT 
FOR ONE SERGEANT '4 YEARS)~ THEY AVERAGE 16 MONTHS IN THE MARINE 
CORPSo . 

~ (I) THEY HAD BEEN IN-COUNTRY A RELATIVEl.Y SHORt 
~ TIME-=AVERAGt 4o~ MONTHSo ELEVEN OF THE 16 HAD BEEN IN~ 

COUNTRY LESS THAN SIX MONTHS? ONE (MURDERs RAPE) ONLY 23 

.. 
PAGE l YYNA 3656 CON F ! DEN r I A L 
DAYS 0 

0") A SURPRISING NUMBER cs:no WERE FROM BROKEN 
HOMES" 

IHE OBVIOUS DEDUCTIONS HERE; ==lMPROVEMENTS ARE NEEDED 
XN PREoORIENTAtION; IMPROVEMENTS ARE. NEEDED IN SMALL UNIT 

~~JSU?ERVISION IN-COUNTRY; ELLlSTMENT OF MARGINAL MEN BRINGS 
l,uS FEW BARGAINS (I '. . 

(~f~.J FoTHERE IS AN UNHEALTHY THREAD-WOVEN THROUGH tHESE 
XNCIDENTS 9 IN tHE OCCASIONAL IMPLICAtION THAT OFFENSES 
AGAINST VIEtNAMESE ARE REGARDED AS LESS SERIOUS THAN 
IDENTICAL OFFENSES AGAINGST AMERICANS •. WHEN ASKED~ CG XII 
M~FF AGREED WI1H THIS CONCLUSION, AS DID SEVERAL 
LEGAL OffXCERS~ IN WHOSE VIEW SOME SENtENCES A~ARDED 
GUEL1V ij~RIN£S FOR GRAVE OFFENSES AGAINST VIETNAMESE 
HAVE NOT BEEN SUFFICIENTLY SEVEREo EXAMPLE;o~NEGlIGENT HOMICIDE 
QQR0 MONTHS COMF!NEMENT; ANOtHER NEGLIGENt HOMICIDEQD 
tHREE MONtMS COMF!NEMENT p $150 FINE~ REDUCTION IN RANKo 

CLEARLY REQUIRED HERE IS GREATER CARE IN SELECTING 
COURt MEMBERS AND0 WORE XMPORTANT 9 .GREATER IMPNASXS e O~ ORltNl'Al'lON p EDUCAtION AND SLJPER\ffXSXON -'tOrt 
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I 

~ "~~ f!I' lit. ...... ___ _ 

Oflfl1CtRS AT THE ~n AND SMAll UNIt lEV,ELS. 
60 AND NOW~ IN FAIRNESS TO AlL v AND to KEEP A DECENt 
fERSPEC1IVE g X MUST SAY tHA! THE MIS5EHAVIOR I HAVE BEEN 
DXSCUSSING HAS NOTHING WHATEVER TO DO WITH 
THE GREAT BULK OF THE MARINES IN V·IEYN.AM., 'niESE ARE 
SERIOUS e OBEDIENT t' W ELL"" MOt IVAtED, AND WELL 
BEHAVED MEN 0 " ' 

FROM A STATISTICAL DESCI?LINARYSTANDPOINT THIS IS ~ 
REFLECtED IN 57 GENERAL COURTS THIS YEARI' WHICH IS ~ fLO ~ 
REALLY A BETTER RECORD tHAN FOR A 6g~00a.MAN MARINE ~~ 
fORCE IN PEACE! U]E., , ..;, \ 

BUT!) fAR MORE IMPORTANT\) IS THE INSP1RAtIONAJ.. RESPONSE ONE 
GETS fROM tALKING FRANKL. Y WITH. T}{ESE .MEN.o \ 
tHEY HAVE A GOOD UNDERSTANDING OF WHY THEY ARE IN VIETNAM AND 
THEY HAVE A RESPECTFUL AND COMPASS.lONAtE FEElING FOR THE ~ 
PEOPLE 0 NOtHING COULD COM~lUNICATE THIS MORE ELOQUEl\lTL Y 
!M~N tHE TEN PERCENT IN-COUNTRY. EXTENSION RATE WHICH p INC!DENTAl.l'lf~ 
IS ON THE RISE 0 •. ' .. 

EIGH!Y=ONE TIMES~ FROM CH.U LA1 TO .DO,NG MA NEAR tHE DMZ i1 

I ASKED PFes SELECTED At RANPO~ WHAT. THEY THOUGHT OF THE 
,', .. -; . 

. ~ -. 
PAGE 6, YYNA 3656: CON F 1 D.E N T 1. Po l. 
WAR, AND WHAT THEY THOUGHT OF tHE PEO.PLE" THEIR ANSWERS 
~ERE DISINGENUOUS BUT POWERFULQ RESPECTING THE PEOPLE, THEY 
tOLD ME~ "THE PEOPL.E HATE THE VC, BUT THEY ARE AFRAID TO TRUST US o 
BECAUSE THEY ARE AFRAID WE MAY LEAVE THEMo ~-5i5 36 -43 $3g3~5~=JUSt 
LIKE PEOPLE ANYWHERE; Bur II lAKl!:S 1IME.TO MAKE FRIENDS."QOOUR 
BIGGEST PROBLEM IS COMMUNICATING WITH THEM.,"oa ~THEY 
DON°T UNDERS1AND ANYTHING AS.our BEING cLEAN 9 THE BEST 
WE CAN DO FOR tHEM IS TEACH THEM ABOUT HEALTH~~=~"rHE KIDS ARE 
JUST L.IKE KIDS'~iN THE STATES.,"""'''''"THE CAe IDEA IS WONOERFULo ooOO 

ANOt) AS TO THE WARp PROSAB1:{ T.HE BEST EXAMPLE CAME FROM 
A PlATOON I MEt MOVING SOUTH AFIE.R 'fEN DAYS OF FIGHTING NEAR 
tHE DM~o THE¥ ~ERE HOLLOW EYED~~ET~ DIRJY~ AND ~EIGHED DOWN ~ITH 
PACKS AND EQUlfMENT Q II WAS. RA.INING AND. !VHJDDY ~ X WALKED 
DOWN tHE ROAD WITH THEM5) AND. ASKEP tME .u.~UAl QUEstIONS" 
tHEIR ANSWERS RIA,N ABOUT 1.IKE, .. ,lHlS, "IrS A TOUGH JOB!) Bur It 
HAS TO BE DONE 0 ~"" ... " IF WE DON.O! STOP THE ... REDS HERE!) NOBODY 
WIlLo~cowWE SURE CAN°Y LICK THESE .PEOPLE BY ARGUING WItH 
THEMe 00 AWD II FROM A LI!TLE MAN,!p .s:n~UGlGLIN.G UNDER tHE WEIGHT 
Of HIS PACK AND MORtAR 1UBE~ .. ooTHIS .ISN°r, EASY 1i1. Bur I °0 RATHER 
BE HERE THAN BACK IN tHE REAi.LdlaREA AT DONG HAou I 
B! ... ' "'.. 0 -.~ ~C.(..""'''iW,\ 

IA CL\~..J 
~. V;) c.. \'~.4. 
~~ ,J 

.~ 
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TO WtvNDCMC 
Bt 
CON F IDE N T I A t FINAL SECTION OF ,'5 UECtIONS 
70 rMA! SUMMARIZES WHAT I FOUNDo 1 HAVE PREPARED A WRITTEN 
REPORT $1 WITH FACTUAL AND STATISTICAL ELABORATION /) IT WILL BE:~ 
ON THE WAY TO YOU IN A COUPLE 0 DAYSoO N 

~o MEANWHILE i AS 10 WHAT NEEDU TO XE DONE RIGHt NOW~OQrOURO 
~HINGSg . 
~ Ao CLEAN UV THE ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTING SQSTEM AND 

~Mt~HABprS OF THE UNITS IN RVNo I HAD A PRIVATE PRAYER MEETING WX!H 
~~ EACH COMMANDING GENERALo ASSUMING THAT 1 WAS SUITABLY 

ARTICULATE, THERE ARE NONE Of THEM VOING TO LEAVE YOU OR 
ME IN IGNORANCE AGAIN Q 

/: ~ So EMPHASIZE GREATLY THE ENVIRONMENTAL ORIENTATION Of 
~~~F.PlLACEME.Ntu; PARTICULARLY LIEUTENANTS o I KNOW THAi YOU ARE 
~I\CT~D. ALREAOQ DOING !IU5o . . 
~ Co IWCREASE fURTHER THE NUMBER OF MEN GIVEN VIEtN&MEUE 
~~ LANGUAGE TRAIN!NG o I WILPIREVIEW MY CAPABllIrXEU At ONCE o 
L1~' . 
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OEPARTMENTOFTHENAVY 
OFFICE OF THE SECR'ETARY.-."".,------:'-

WASHINGTON. O. C. 2.0350 • r 

SENSITIVE 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

Subject Public information policy con~erning serious incidents 
involving Mannes in Vletnam -

In further reference to our conversation of Friday, 
18 November, concerning the four serious'incidents involving 
the Marines in Vietnam which had then corne to light, we have, 
concluded that it would not be in the national interest,to take 
the initiative and formally release any information c9~rning 
these events. However, we propose that factual responses-be 
made as necessary in the. event that a query arises in a 
particular case. Queries, if they do occur, are considered 
most likely to arise in Vietnam. In any event; we would pro­
pose to refer a question to the authorities in Vietnam for 
response. Prior to completion of the trial, responses would 
be limited to the general nature of the accusations and the 
status of the investigation or trial. Following completion' of, 
the trial and local review in Vietnam, each question would be 
answered in such a way as to provide the minimwn facts 
necessary for a responsive reply.' 

It is understood that past practices in prior conflicts 
and those now generally used in Vietnam are in keeping with 
the foregoing recommendation. _. __ .. ,_,_ .. ~,"", , 

A sample of the type of statement proposed in 
response to a query following completion of trial and local 
review in Vietnam. is attache'd • 

. Attachment 

SENSITIVE 
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Typical Statement In Response To A Query Following 
Copvening Authority1s Review: 

I "I· 

The Commanding Genera], ill Marine Amphibious 

Force' h~s completed his review of the general court-martiai 

trial of Private First Class ,'- _. , on a charge of murder of 

a Vietname se civilian on ' , 1966. ---
The court-martial found Private First Class ,_., ' 

i , , 
gUilty of murder and sentenced him to confinement at hard 

labor for ." years, reduction in rank to Private~ total 

forfeitures and dishonorable discharge. The Convening 

Authority has approved the proceedings, findings and sen.' 

,tence in this case and has forwarded it to the Judge 

Advocate General of the Navy for review by a Board of 

Review. 

Private First Class .' - . - has been transferred to 

a confinement facility in the United States pending completion 

of review action in his case. 
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

MARINE CORPS BULLETIN 5370 

From: 
To: 

Commandant of the Marine Corps 
All Commanding Officers 

~ 
~4A 
MCBul 5370 
A03C20-mek 
28 Nov 1966 

Subj: Personal Conduct of Marines in the Republic of Vietnam 

1. Purpose. To promulgate information and instructions on the 
personal conduct of Marines in the Republic of Vietnam. 

2. Information. I am extremely concerned in regard to recent incidents 
of wanton disregard for the personal lives and property of the civilian 
populace of the Republic of Vietnam, which have involved U. S. Marines. 
Such actions can have irreparable consequences in the conduct of opera­
tions against enemy forces, by reducing if not eliminating potential intelli­
gence sources, as well as materially contributing to the defeat of this 
country's aims in the Republic of Vietnam. Equally important, I am 
particularly displeased that by such actions on the part of a few J the 
leadership of the U. S. Marine officer and noncommissioned officer is 
challenged. This fact makes it most imperative that the standards of 
personal conduct be strictly enforced through leadership and example. 

3. Action. Instructions on this subject will soon be promulgated in the 
form of a Marine Corps Order. In the interim, I charge all Commanding 
Officers with the responsibility to ensure that all personnel receive in­
struction in regard to the standards of conduct expected of the U. S. 
Marine, specifically oriented toward WESTPAC assignment. 

4. Reserve Applicability. This Bulletin is not applicable to the Marine 
Corps Reserve. 

5. Self-cancellation. 1 May 1967. 

WALLACE H. GREENE, Jr. 
COl-1HliNDANT OF THE l'lARINE CORPS 

• DISTRIBUTION: 700Q-38 (10) 
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NAIUNE CORPS cnh"i'M~ C~~'ER -' . -- 1)'';' 

Headquarb~rsf) U", S"I Marins Corps 
Washington~ Do c~ 20380 

Date 16 Dec 1966 
... ~~~J.O 

Subj:> Serious Incident 

Source; FMFPAC CC (Major RUDY) 

Ref: (a) IstMarDiv 130733Z 
(b) CMC 141703Z 

1. In amplification of reference (a) and in reply to reference 
(b), the following information is submitted: 

a. Incident: Shooting, resulting in death. 

b. Date: 112300HDec66 

c. Location: 3d Engineer Battalion 

d. Reported by: 2/1 

e. Persons involved: (1) PFC Paul R. BYRNE, 2204199/0311 
USMC (SS), H/2/1, victim; (2) PFC Charles E. CLARK, 2260636/0311 

4itUSMC (SS), 2/1, subjecti (3) PFC Robert L. CASEY, 224732~/0311 
~USMC (SS), G/2/1, subject. 

f. Preliminary inquiry indicates that about 2300H 11 December, 
two Marines, PFCs CASEY and CLARK, were engaged in a fight in their 
tent. The fight was broken up and turned out and everyone went 
to Qed. PFC CASEY loaded his weapon and started shooting at PFC 
CLARK who rolled off his bed and was not hit. The victim (PFC 

'BYRNE) started toward the door to escape the shooting. PFC CASEY, 
evidently thinking it was CLARK, shot him with one round which 
'entered the back and exited the chest. PFC BYRNE died instantly. 

g. Status of Personnel: Students at 3d Engineer Battalion 
School. 

h. Investigation: aNI 

2. This will be confirmed by message. Will report additional 
information as available. 

p;~2~~--·· 
To. A . MCPHEETERS 

'Watch Officer 

FONECON FMFPAC CC 160115R 
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~~~ Serious Incident 

CWO KENNEDY, III HAF (COC) 

1. Four Marines were killed and two injured: 1 critical and 1 
serious; when another Marine, PFC R. L. THOMAS, 2201722, USMC, 
Vlent ber:-serk at_ Force Logistic Support Group "8", at Clm Lai. 
All were shot with M-14 rifle. 

2. PFC 'THOMAS presently under guard and medical observation. No 
other facts or motives can be determined due to present condition of 
THOMAS. Marines involved were: 

Cpl Kendall Emanuel GEORGE, 
2032175, USMC, Dead 

LCpl Billy Barnell WOODSON, 
2224318, USMC, Dead 

LCpl LJis PINA, Jr. 
2083333, USMC, Dead 

PFC Patrick Frank SCUDIERO, 
2205447, USMC, Dead 

PFC James Joseph MOSON, 
2186271, USMC, Critically injured 

PFC Michael Cornelius MAGGIORE, 
2063816, USMC, Seri.ously injured 

3. =asualty report to follow. Will advise other details and 
facts as they develop. 

FONECON I I I MAt" () 2] 85 3R ( U ) 

Copy to: . Casualty Section 
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l:-j!Y.Di1iUlJ\J.;~"W tD~;::l e:rJ1.'1~ ~i!WlE OO"$.W-S • 

~"£I2Hfu"{i~"!f©i.a ~. D.. C, Mll Z'n;:il.'i? awr.:tn \:'6 

AD~emw 
18 Jan 1967 

lV1EMORANDUM 

From. g Chief o!. Staff 
To~ . Distribution List 

Snbj; R.f'~'P9PSe§ t9 £grresP9ndWM cgpqerning the PEO KEENAN 
sourt nUlTU §] 

Ref: (a) CIS Memo to DistLlst AD:ral at 16 Jan 1967; Su'bj~ ~ies 
eoncerninq the case of PFC KEENAN ' . 

. Encl.: (1) Copy of approved wording 

10 Reference (a) 18 revoked. and superseded lJi the guidance hereino 

20 E:iclosure (1)$ forwfl1~ded to t.h1s Headquar'rers by the OIflce oOC the 
Secretary of ~ Navy $ provides the wording approved on 17 1anuary by 

A~lte Secretary of Defense for use in all responses to correspondence con"" 
.c~r.n1ng the general court martlal of PFC KEENAN 0 This exact wording 

w111 constitute the 1ull reply made to all correspondencep irrtespective 
of sourcei on the KEENAN case, modifying only the opening paragraph 
as necessary to dUferentiate between replies made to correspondence 
received directly by thiS Headquarters and replies prepa.'l"ed to corres"'" 
pondence whiCh is referred by higher authoriijr to this Beadqu.arters for 
QCtjcm. 

3,. Replies to correspondence received directly in this :ae~rs Will 
be signed by officers of the staff currentlJ authorized to do so in lale 
HQMC SUpplement to the Navy Correspondence Manual" Correspondence 
referred to thJs Headquarters for act10n will be prepared for signatm'e 
in acco.rda:nee with the instructions in the routing/referral slip. 

4. It is &niphas1zed that enclosure U) is applicable only to cor~espon"" 
deuce pertainIng to the GCM of PFC KEENANc Inquiries received 
concerning other "serious incident" cases in Vietnam will continue to 

DECLASSIFIED 
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~~p~~s w con:espondenQe coneeJming ~e PFC KEENAN 
co~m~ 

be ~d in oo~e with standing pz-oeedUNSll acept ~ aU wm 
be eoor4hut~ with the Dire@r of PSl':somel (Code oa prior to sub"" 
mission for signature or approval. . 

.. 
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I - ~ o·":;r,· .. . " " 

e. ." 

has asked me to ~eply to your inquiry regard:ng 

. , -
the recent military court martial tdal of Private First Class Charles 

William Keenan at Chu Lai, Vietnam. 

The UnHorm Code of Military Justice, enacted by Congreso and 

approved by the Presiclcnt in 1951, cctablishes an appellate !'eview 

procedure which aSSU1·es a cal.'elul and impartia.l review of each case 

where a pl;)rson is convicted in a trial by court martial. Following io 

a_sumrnary of the procedures provided by the Code Y/uich will apply 

in the review of this cr.se. 

After authentication by the Farties to the trial, t..l}e record of tbe 

trial proceedings will be reviewed by a staff judge advocate lawyer. 

I This officer will prop-~re a written review which .. rill include a sum-

mary of thE:cvidence in the case. ru3 opinion as to the adequacy and 

weight of tbe evic1ence and the effect of a.ny errol' or irregularity 

respoc~ing the proceedings, and a specific recommen-dation as to 

the action to be take:l. 

This written review. t..~e record o! trial and othei.' matterfl 

relatiD·S to t~."le case will then be conaidned by the Commanding 

Celle·ral of the First }..Iarine Divisioa y:ho convened ·the Court-

Martial. The convenin;:: a 1,.;.tho:dty will disa~'Orovc such findin0'5 - . .&.. a 

oi guilty and such p;;nt of t."e sentence as he m3..y find to be- incorrect 

in la ... ;- and in. !~ct, and which he determines, in his· discretion, should 

. J 
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not be approved. Following action .by t.~e c:onve~ing. authority. the 

record of tria.l will be forwarded' to the Office of the Judge Advocate 

Goneral of the Navy for 'review by a Board of Review. 

The accused ~ay be repl'esented before the Boarde! Review by 

a military appellate defense counsel designated for that purpoo.e and 

he may also ret."dn civilian defense counsel at his OVIU expenoe if he 

desires. Thereo.£ter, he m~y petition the U.S. Court of r.Ulitary 

Appeals fo!' review 0'[ hbl case. If t..l}is court, ·composed of three 

civilian judges. grants a review, he "vill again be represented by 

counsel {urnis~l'~~d by the Gove~nmcnt and he may ret:\in civilian 

counsel at his own. expense. 

In this particular case, two civilian attorneys, George A. Daug!lel'CY 

and John ~eed of Charleston and SouL;' Charleston, West Virginia, 

representing P. F. C, Keenan, have informed t.~e D~pa.rtment or 

Defense that they desire to go to SouL~ Victna,m as part of their 

preparation for the appellate, review., The Department of Deten.se is 

cooperating with these attorneys in order that P. F. C. Keenan can 

be represented by civilian counecl in accordance with his fa.mily's 

request. The Department of D~fense has author}zed .these two 

attorneys to fly il'Oill the 'Vest Coast to Saigon on a Military Airlift 

Command Airplane. They will reimburse t.. .. e governrn.ent for the cost 

of their flight. In South Vietr.;J.!n, milihry air transportation will be 
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provided at no cost so tlmt they can mOve a.bout the country as neces­

eary to prepare the defense ca.te~ 

It is Department of De!€mse policy to provide as much infor .. 

mation concerning trials by Coul,"ts-martial as is possible without 

prejudicing the case. The initial trial was open to the public and 

the findings and sentence passed by the court are a matter of public 

record. In the interest of the fair. administ:,:ation 01 justice. how­

ever. and in order that the appellate procedures will not ba com.pro­

mlsed. of£icia! comment on any of the statements made in the course 

of the trial or concerning the findings and sentences of t..'1e court 

would be inappropriate. 

The D~partment of Defense will pl'otect Private Kecnan'fJ 
I 
rights as a l .... rarinc and as a citizen, and at the- same time see t1ut 

the interests of justice al'.e served. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380 

PFTC JAW RU'.~MTGGe136 0230012 .. CCCC ..... RUCiHDA" 
DE RlJ,1HlA 2229E 0220831 
?:.,NV cccct:' . n-M 
t-'. er¢?()r.3lrr>lf!5r,llll,£I)/IJI'f.C/~ 
TO RlJt;lrlJA/l:JV:C 
tNf'"O RUHlBP/CG fMFPAC(1<012) 
lEN/CG i ~ r MAF' 
81 
CON f iDE N r ~ A l 
FOR CODE 01( 
Ao CG 1S7 MARO I V MSG 051125Z JAf~ 61 
80 CMC SPOlTR OKQSCS OF 30DECG6 

MESSAGE REPRODUCTION FORM (2100) 
_MAVMC HQ 5311 (REY. 12-65) 

CASE or pre CLAYTON AV~S, JR 2m5.1050 USMC REFERRED TO GCM 21 
JAN 61 ON fOLLOWiNG tHG ViOL ARY 118 SCMY UNPREMEOnA¥£D 
PUROER or lCPl PAfiHCK 0 QUlNN~ 2189121 USMCI;\ lRUl O~YE 
NOT SCHEDUlEDe PREViOUSLY REPORTED REF A@ 
GP ... 4 
81 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CWW N9' 0VV ~NA2 5.tV~TMEridKA~~MlEO "tfllD1=I' ". HEADQUARTERS. UNI.TED STATES MARINE 'CORPS ,I 1m209~6 . WASHINGTON, D,C~ 2038() . . \ 
ZNY cccce ." " . 
af 

MESSAGE REPRODUCTION FORM (2100) 
eMAVMC HQ 53~ (REV, 12.-65) 

• 

C I) N , IDE ~ l' it A L SVC fn' 
.. ZUX RUCXHOA ISln fJ2 U641 Gl HN ZDX DD~ 1502 02 UJ958 0 2 R0958Z Gl ~ 

'or':~' DE:, DDKE l'02 ttt2 h"S8 r 
~N~n~~ii JAN 61 .... ,~Ri1ECTED CoPy AR 
. ro ~:~~~l4~A' .~~~::=~~~---... flj) 

INrI) YYHA/CG FMFPA -: p, 1:J 
ZEN/OS FIRST f4AROnl U{ 
BT . . ~( 
(? 0 N , IDE NIX A L PERSONAL FOR GEN GREENE INfO LTGEN KRULAK I' 
l4ND MGIN NICKERSON ~ FROM LrGEN WAtT '<I .a 
VISIT OF MR REED ANt' MR DAUGHERT.Y!I lAWYERS FOR KEENAN FAMILY #fIII'! ! 
II) MESSRS REED AND DMK3 HERTY AND ESCORT!I tICOl HAD£N 9 ARRIVED 
D~NANG R823""H LOCAL ~ MET BY FORCE LEGAL. OFfICER AND LEGAL. 
G\'FICER is!' MARDIV" B!LLE1.ED 111 MAY BOQ~ 
210) MORNING OF !9JAN RiNlEWEDRECORD or PREtRIAL INVESTIGATIONo 
VHITED KEENAN AT III 11AF BRIG.a KEENAN. ,SIGNED WRITTEN STATEMENT 
THA',L HE DESIRED REED AtaO DAUGHERTY AS HlS COUNSEL ON APPEAL" 
tHEY l.EFT FOR eMU LAI B \( GOVT AIR. U. !5S(QGI 1\1.£1' BY ASS! D IV 
LEGAL OfF 9 is! MARDIV" tICOL ZORACK.~ SMOOTH RECOfW or KEENAN°S 
FIR5f TR tAL AND ROUS H RECORD OF .. SE.CO~JD TRIAL. MADE AVAILAB1.E fOR 
THEM 1\' READo KEENANQS A?POINTED DEFENS[ COUNSEL~ MAJ~ C®tJ o 
OLSON g 'fAS PRESENT AND tl£Y HAD SEVERAL CONFERENCES Q . 

. . 
PAGE TWO lIDKE i502 C 0 t~ , 11: D. E· N t I A L 
3G 2BJAN T:~EY WERE l'RANSPOnmD TO. ,7TH. MAR CP WHERE ESCORt SQUAD 
WAS AVAILAB~.[ TO TAKE 'lIHEf.l TO SCENE or CRINE(il It WAS EXPlAINED 
10 NR REID hND MR DAUGHERTY THA! THERE WAS STELl VC ACTIVITY IN 
THE AREA AND THEY SHOUL.D UNDE~stAND THERE WAS A POSSIBILITY Of SOMIo 
ONE IN THE PARTY BEING H!T e THEY STATED THEY WOUlD NOT 
WANT TO RISK ;iAVINB A MARINE HURT ON SUCH A MISSION AND 'liHA1l' 
OFFICIAL PHOT(.GRAPHS TAKEN AT THE SCENE AND AN AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH 
OF THE AREA WCHLD SERVE THEIR NEEDS@ PHOTOGRAPHS WERE CLEARED 
BY a=2 AND COPIES PROVIDED TO 1!m .. \I,ISI10RSG At 7tH MARINES CP~ 
REED AND DAUGHEHTY INTERVIEWED S.IX MEMBERS OF THE SQUAD WHO HAD 
BEEN PRESENt WITH KEENAN ON PATROL WHEN OFFENSES OCCURREDo ON! . 
MEMBER OF THE PA'Il'ROL HAS SINCE, BEEN .t~OUNDED ~ND ljAS NOT AVAILABLEo 
INTERVIEWS WERE CONDUCTED IN PRIVATEG NO COMMAND REPRESENtAtIVE 
WAS PRESENT @ tHEY WANTED to TALK TO THt PSifCHIATRIS! WHO HAD 
EXAMINED KEENAN@ '1 HE DOCTOR IS .ON R&R III 

-f1W!) 

N 
'l!!!~ 
~Il'i' 

4e UPON RETURN TO TASK FORCE XRAY CP." tHEY WERE SHOWN COURT 
ROOM WHERE KEENAN WAS TRIED 'AND OBSERVED A PORtION or A tfU(Al. 
IN PROORESS o THEY INTERVIEWED THE, .C,IO INVEstIGATOR WMO MADE 
tHE PRIlIMINARY INQUIRY AND LTCOL ZORACK s WHO CONDuctED TKE 
FORM~t PR~rR!AL INVES1'EGA!IO~'3 r~Y lISTENED TO r~ORPlbENTIAL 

- . , .... ' . ... 

B-9L20 
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MESSAGt ~trKUUULI IU" rURM \CIUU/ 

MAYMe HQ 53~ (REV. 12-65) e 
NFIDENTIAL 

~ DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380 

.,.,,\ 

PAGE THREE DDKE 1502 CON,.. I D t;:"~ T. I A L 
K£INAN° S INtERVIEW WITH THE PRESS,., ';HEY. tALKED WITH LUCZKOoS 
COUNSEL WHO DECLINED TO LET tHEM ·INT'.£RVIEW LUCZKOQ MAJ ~ OLSON, 
PIATKOWSKloS COUNSEL, AGREED TO ALLOW fHEM TO TALK WITH 
PIATKOWSKI SO l.ONG AS HE, OLSON, WAS ·P.llESENT G THEY EXPRESSED 
NO DESIRE TO DO SO 0 REED AND. DAUG HERY'f HAVE TWICE EXPRESSED 
FULL SATISFACTION WITH MAJo OLSONcS HANDLING OF THE CASE AND 
SlATED THAT HE IS A VERY COM.PErIN! LAW.YER t> 

5& REED AND DAUGHERTY REQUESTED Sl'ATIST1WS ON THE NUMBER OF 
CASES TRIED, NATURE OF OFFENSES,. RESULTS OF tRIALs ETC~ tHEY 
WERE TOLD THESE ARENDT AVAILABLE.1t 
60 THEY RETURNED TO DANANG AT 2 U2IS.0H LOCAL AND VISITED KEENANo 
A PROJECTED VISIT TO SAIGON ON 22JAN WAS CANCELLED AT THEIR REQUEST o 
ALL ARRAN3EMENTS HAD BEEN MADE.G COL TOM. FIELDS SECURED THE NAME 
AND TELEPHONE NUMBER or THE tASSISTAi\1!. EDITOR or THE SAIGON POST, A MR 
PICCARDO t FOR THEM (il AFTER iALK1NG WItH· ·P·lCCARDO ON THE TELEPHONE ~ 
THEY STATED It WOULD Nor BE NECESSARY TO .GO TO.SAIGON G THEY ARE 
SCHEDULED TO SEE MaEN NICKERSON ON MONDAY AND TO DEPART DANANG 
FOR OKINAWA ON tUESDAY ~ 24JANm tHEY HAVE ON MANY OCCASIONS 
EXPRESSED APPRECIATION fOR tHE MANNER IN WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN 
RECEIVID@ THEY HAVE BEEN ASKED REPEAIEDt Y IF fliERE IS ANYTHING 

PAGE fOUR DDKE 1'02 CON F X DEN t ,1. A L 
ELSE T MEl' DESIRE 0 T HE ANSWER HA.S BEEN NO 0 to KNOm.EOO[ OF 
ESCORT OFFICER THEY HAVE HAD NO CONTACT WItH THE PRESS OTHER THAN 
THEIR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION W ITM MR.G PICCARDO MENTIONED ·ABOVE a 
NO ATTEMPT HAS BEEN MADE TO PREVENT SUCH CONTACT If) THEY HAVE NOr 
REUESTED IT & • .... . . 

10 fURTHER REPORT WIl.L FOLLOW. THEIR VISIT klITHMGEN NICKERSON~ 
VERY RESPECTFULL Y, . LEW 

. GP"'4 
BT 

. CONFIDENTIAL 
8-9.120 
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HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CCRPS 
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fl. .. tG 1S1' MARDiV SPDUI~ Yl'ITPt/\',rc OF ;~;';~i,\'f 
6e CG 'lSl WHW YV 2:5830) 12: NOV66 (C) 
to C~tt SPOU'R OK"'SCS Of :S!!JDEC66 
SUBJ ~~AN RPT HJ REF ,1\ AN!) 8 TRiED DN 7·,9 ,jf1\lLd O~J ciiGS 0::' 
.I\RT ~18 UCMJ 2 SPECS rnEMEO IT ATED 1~:.;,rnER lj Fn n il;~I;rs':. c ~.r,lO 
[;;,EMfillf.o tlRJ 131} util1J M1J'nUH iON OF Il, G@pc:t" .~,c;un::~j :':<:11[:;;'1) 
NOT GUDlTVo ACCUSED WAS fOUND GUILTY O~ P~EMED:TA1~~ ~L~Q:~ OF 
\Hi:YMM}ESE f'f::MAltj) WJl' GUIL.iY OF OTHE'1 1"',-;':·1 (F7U':~;'_';" r\C!;(;:~::f.i 
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I\NO AttOWMJC[S .• nElWCTiON 10 ~VT r~~m !~nj\jr 'HJI.~~:~~: \. 110":) -J,i,~,J:~ 

PAGE 2 fW~I,HlA 9~2r CON F ~ D N r ! !\ l 
FOR lDFEo 'H~S WAS COMPAN@ON CASE TO prc ~ffNAN AND Pfe 
P !ATiWWSlO PREVuOUSL v !~r::Por(j'Eu., 
GP""i 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES M~RINE CORPS 

MESSAGE REPRODUCTION FORM (2100) 
NAYMe HQ 53~ (REV. 12-65) 

~NFIDENTIAL 
NNIrclcOHB217 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380 

PfTC JAW R~HJTMJ~781 0032111=CCCC--RUCIHOAe 
DE RUMHlA 244E 0030151 

f} __ A~~ tYutr 
hvJ.-~ oPv-- I 

r &V\(. • (»J1:I . ZNY CCCCC' 
P R, 030751Z JAN 67 
FM CG FtRST MAROIV REftN 
TO RUC'HOA/C~~ r----
INFO RUHlBP/CG FMFPAC (K029) 
ZEN/CG iii MAr 
BT 
CONrIOENT~Al~ 
FOR CODE OK 
A. CG 1ST MARDIV SPOlYR 11/TPCWEC 
OF 23NOV66 
,g CASE OF CPt ROBERT Wo MONROE 212213 USMC REfERRED TO 

GCM 2JAN61 ON FOLlOW~NG CHGS. CHG i VIOL ART 118 UCMJ ONE 
SPECifiCATiON AlLEG!NG PREMEDiTATED MURDER or fOUR VIETNAMESE 
CiViliANS. CHG is VijOl ART 12W UCMJ ONt SPECIFiCATiON 
AllEGING RAPE. CHG ~~~ VIOL ART 128 UCMJ ONE SPECSfiCATiON 
ALLEGING ASSAUlTo CHG jV VIOL ART 134 UC~J SPECiFiCATION 
ALLEGiNG ASSUAlT wnH iNTENT TO COMMIT MURDER@ SPECIFICAtiON 
2 ALLEGING ASSUAlT WITH ijN1ENT TO COMMiT RAPEW~ 
2. CASE OF prc JOHN Dc POTlEQ, JR. 2128272, us~c REfERRED 
TO GCM 2JAN61 ON FOllOWgNG CHGS$ CHG i VUOl ART 118 UCMJ -PAGE 2 RUHHlA 24~E CON r ~ [) E N T i A l 
TWO SPECIFICATIONS AllEG1NG PREMEDITATED MURDER Or V~EVNAMESE 
C'VilL~ANSo CHG §I V~Ol ART 120 UCMJ ONE SPECIFiCATiON 
ALLEGING RAPE. CHG ~D~ VIOL ART 128 UCMJ ONE SPECOFiCATION 
ALLEGING ASSUAlTo CHG iV ViOL ART 1j~ UCMJ SPECifWCA1~ON 
ALLES INC ASSAUlT wnH iNTENT TO COMMit MURDER SPE YiFlCATION 
2 ALLEGING ASSAULY waiM tNTENT TO COMMiT RAFfo 
30 KPSE Of PC JAMES We HENOERSON~ 2078016 USMC REFERRED 
TO GC~ 2JAN67 ON FOLlOW@NG CHGS~ CHG D V~Ol ART 134 UCMJ 
ONE SPECIfiCATION ALlEG ~I\!G ASSAUlT WiTH HNTENY TO COMMn 
RPAE Q CHG Oi VIOL ART 120 UCMJ ONE SPECiFICATION ALLEGING RAPE. 
CHG ill VIOL ART ~28 UCMJ OE SPECifiCATION AllEGING ASSAUlT. 
4. CASE or pre CliFTON G3 HOBSON 2214986 USMeR REFERRED 10 
GC~ 2JAN67 O~ FOLLOWiNG CHGS: CHG I ViOL ART 134 UCMJ ONE 
SPE w.inCAlION AllEG HoiG ASSAIJi.. T wnH INTENT TO COMMIT RAPE. 
tHG H' VIOL ART 126 UCMJ ONE SPECinCAnON All.EG 9NG RAPE" 
tHG il~ ViOL ART 128 UCMJ ONE SPECiFiCATION AllEGiNG ASSA~LTo 
50 ABOVE CASES PREV~OUSlV REPORTED IN PARA 0 REfERENCE Ao 
TWO REMAIN'NE CASES OF ACCUSED INVOLVED iN SAME 'NC~OENT 
PENO'~G RFERRAl FOR lRlAlo TRIALS TENTATIVElV SCHEDULED 
SOft lAlTER PART Of JAN® 
GP"'4 
BY -

DECLASSIFIED 

~ 
RD 
Aq)l.. 
fJ~ 

t!zA,I) fJ{( 
if 
CI"' 
~ 

"'"~ Z"-l 

~ 
liB> 
(ij 

CONFIDENTIAL 
B-aJ.20 



fPNFIDENTIAL 

··e 

DECLASSIFIED 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380 

DECLASSIFIED 

MESSAGE REPRODUCTION FORM (2100) 
"A~MC HQ 53~ (REV. 12-65) 

."''''' 

CONFIDENTIAL 
I1-9120 



r 

DECLASSIFIED 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

Subj: Vlsit to m MAP bJ Keenan·. Lalio""s 

1. The foUowiA9 infornl8tloA was l"ece1ved tb1s date __ messaqe 
from the CommllldJag General, m MAF, au~ a visit to 
ala command by Keea.an'el.awyers .. 

tt 1. Mr. Reed and :Mr. DauqhertJ' J ae40mpazded a, escort 
officer, LleuteDaat Colonel Badan, ea1led 311 Comm81ld1n9 
General, 1st Marine Division at 1316 todaJ. 

H 2. Th8J stat.d that the, had bien shown eveJ7 courtesr by tn. 
Marine Corps aud it. w .. deeplJ appreciated; the,. bad been sbown 
e~ tbef could poss1blJ want to autst them 111 represar1ttmJ 
Keenan lD. h1a appeal; and theJ felt, 88 a result of tbe1r visit, theJ 
baw gained a muc.'l better undentMdlDq of what our countx'y Is 
trJ1aq to do here. 

-3. Tber _ked MaJor Qeneral N1Ckerson DOt to act on the Keenan 
eue until be bad cOI'l8idered the brief wbleh they wlll send to him. 
Galea! N1ckereOft told them. he would consider the1r brief pr0-
vided it y,.-. 8Ubl'.J1tted wltb1n a "' .... :)GAbl. t1n1e. Thef replied 
that it \'\'o'l11d be forwarded to him in 10 to 14 daJe. Commanding 
G«I.eral, tat Marine J)J:dBlon assured them he would review the 
cue care!ullJ and in Us enUretJ. Wh8ll Reed and Da.uiMrlJ 
started to dlBcuss the facts Of tbe ease, Comml.D.d1ncJ Geaeral, lat 
Marirle a'Vla1on told tbem he t:ould not d.J.8cu8s the fets becatllN' 
be bad not read the record of trlal and such d1seu1!81on would, 
tbercdore, be lnappropriate. 

f\ 4. Escort ,)if1car reporbJ that dur1.A9 return to m MAP, both 
lawyers lnade hlqbl.,. compUmeatary remarks eoneersalrlv Ma.Jor 
Gener!)l Nickerson &ad Ida atUblde to,\ uti blS ruponaJ,blllUes 
in the adm1n1stratioa. of Juetlce. 
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It 5. Mr. Robert Ohman. Assod.atad ~s. uk«! em U he 
eould 1nterview Mr. Reed and .M..r. Da~. TheJ were 1ntormed 
of the request and stated tn., had not sou.t;ht coa.tact v)ith ttl .. pres. 
here, but would a .. b1r.::l. Tbef asked that L14Nteow Colonel Had_ 
be present. Be stated he woWd be. 11 theJ would UJia1n to the 
reporter that he '.1.1U p.re8eat at t.btdr request. 

"6. In summar,. the fono~w1wJ subjects were covered betlJeerl Mr. 
Ohman and Keenan's attornep. No attempt Sa made to (lUote eucu, .. 
SbortlJ after the Snterv1ew began, Ur. DaughertJ j the YOUll9er of 
the t",!Vo, beeame apokesman: 

It A. The laWJ8l"S explained that Lieutenant Colonel Haden wu 
there at their request. Had_ made clear be would leave if tbeJ 
des1red a private convwa.t1on. The la~rs stated thef bad been 
given e'V8l'7 conalderatton here, were 9I"atef\1l to DOD and ~­
ularlJ to tbe Wa.riae Corps for t.be maDJ' eourtes1ea extended. The, 
were allowed to see .~ tbeJ asked to see and were g1ven 
~ theJ uked for. TbeJ \Teo allowed to rev.\.eUi bOth records 
CFf tl1al, althouqtl tbe second trial record wu not in ftna1 fQ;rm. TheJ 
v ere allo\;\ed to lD.te:rvlew Xeeutl1S squad. 

-8. Jihen ukad If tbeJ had v1s1ted the scene, thet stated tb.eJ 
had DOt but the Marine Ccrpa bas been prepared to take Ule1n there. 
T'beJ' ielt the daDger too great. to everJODe cCDCem8d and photoa 
,rovlded _ the Marine Corp! of t:he scene ae.rvad the1r purpose. 

"e. Ohman utea 1f tbeJ were satisfied wltb the mUitarJ 
cOUl188L They stated tbs1 were verr sat1sf.Led with Olson. that be 
was a fine 1"'UD9 man and a "f8rJ competent atLorne:r.. TbeJ bad 
talked -dth him several Umes. NOTE: Mr. Ohman was surpr1aed 
to leam that Ma.rine CO'WlSel was a law,er-

~D. The lawyers state;! there hid been no star chamber 
FOC~ • cla.1med ja the press. TheJ sald IUCh a charge 18 
r1dlculous. The court was open and the preas wu free to en.tel' .. 
Oau~ was part1culvlJ empbatSc on Uda poiut. Be stated Keenan 
qat as falr a trial IS he would have q:Xten 1ft aDf clvt.1llD court. He 
e.mphasiMd th1a md stated their (;~ppeal would be based OIl e.)DStltu. 
donal 1sSue:s' that maar·1awJen '~culd disagree 011. 

~AL 
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nE.. ~'.' hen asked 1£ theJ tbougbt the cue was tried ill an 
accelerated maner, thq replied that .. far as tbeJ could determine 
there was no speed up nor delaJ. He 'Has tried in ~danc.Hith 
mU1tarJ procedures. TheT emsmasized .. that their appeal 
would not. be baSed on pr~, but on constltut,1::maliSaues about 
?l hich QQJ t" 0 lawpra m19ht dlaa9l"ee. 

~tF. ';"beD asked Ii theJ' tbowjbt X.um got a fair tnal. tbeJ 
~I r.,., were tt questloalnq tbe fairl'MtSS of the trial. 

"0. Tbef stated ttAJ bad sean Gerlenl Nickerson and had 
told hlm theJ wanted to t1le at 'brief for b1s COIUIkktrt&UC1D.. He had 
told them be would COflStaer it so l0lD9 as t.ber f11ed 11 promptlJ. 
They V:tIH gal.rt<; back and work nlqht and dar to fIlt It baek l1ere, 
beeause thi.7 were convinced G~ NIckerson is a fair man. 

I1JL Qteat10aed c~q bow lCHZW'1 feels now Met on b1s 
press int.ervlew, they ofiered no eommaU.. 

'IL 'when asked if thEW:felt. the trip bad been tvo$l'.hUe, 
t.bef ~ 11 was. As civilians} theJ didn't feel they could have 
properlt .repruented K .... v;J.thout seelDq wbat WM ~ bere. 

~tl. Mr. Ohman told Lieu1enam. Co1GM1 Raden, in private, 
that because of the great Interest In the Keenan cue in Ute U.s.. , 
Ida ~ ',,:as qotuv to requ.1re therll to cover the trials of 8BJ s1m1lar 
~.. Ohman~. t..~at he found court Pf'OCeed~'B wrq~. 

"7. Mr.~, Mr. R~, and ~ Colooel Baden \dU 
depart tor Okinawa tomorrow, 241amlarJ, bJ MarLoq. Booldnq 
from Camp &lUw to C<»iUS nu been requeated. " 

a. The above is funUshed for JOt'Jr 1n:forrnatlon. 

Cow to; 
Under Beeretar:v of U·. Navy 
lud.98 Advocate General 

WALLACE M. GREENE, ZR. 
Genaral, U. S. Marme Corps 

Col lames F. La~~Tm'lCe. 'Sr., USMC, SpecAast, Legislatlve AffaSra 
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KE~~l7n n ir:\ !\ n I,S \ f '\' l\lUI 1,1\'l 
DE DDKE Ui'''!3 fbf3U30 111_.1 IlU r\\;:\; 
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o 231430Z JAN 61 C] ~'n'\ ~ 
FM CG II I MAF ' I~l-! 1 

TO WWND/CMC ; i~r! I :-' :~~ 
U ,2) ~ -, 

INFO YYNA/CG Jo'MFPAC .D =. ,~; 
ZEEN/CG !SI' MARDIV f) fL'-:'~:('~~'; 

~T 0 NFl DEN T I A L. PERSONAL FOR .GEN GREENE. I~O L~~~)~lii .; 
AND MGEN NICKERSON FROMI LIGEN WALT ,-----,., ~'wi;;'.').~~ 

~ VISIT BY MR CEEED AND MR DAUG HERTTY p LAWYERS FOR KEENAN :?J. ·;t'! 
K@ MR@ REED AND MR 0} DAUGi~ECT Y 9 ACCOMPANIED BY ESCORl' OFF ICE~ 9 LTCOL 
}-!APEi'll) CAU .. 1.E:D ON CG. lS£ MARDIV AT 1315 l'ODAYe ~ 
20 THEY SI'ATED THAT THEY JAD BEEN SHOWWN EVERY COURTESY~Y THE MARINE 

~ 
CORPS AND IT WAS DEEPLY AOPCECIATED; THEY HAD BEEN SHOW~~VERrrH!ING 
THEY COUlD PPOSSIBLY WANT to AASSIST THEM IN REEPRESENTIN~i.KEENAN IN 
HIS APPEAL; AND THEY YEt TT ~ AS A RESULT OOF THEIR VISIT 9 ~HEY HAVE 
GAINED A MUCH BETTTER UNDER~~ANDING OF WHAT OURCOUNTTRY IS TRYING TO 
DO HERE '" ;\;;'~ 
330 THEY' ASKED MGEEN NICKERS,)N NOT rro ACT ON THE KEENEN ~E UNTIL WEE 
HAD CONSIDEaED 'THE BRIEF I!JHI(:CH THEY WILL SEND TO HIM 0 GEr' . 
NICKERSON TOLD THEM HE WOULD CONSIIDER tHEIR ERIEF PROVIDED It WAS 

PAGE TWO DDKEE' A613 CON F IDE N T I A L 
SUBMItTED WITHIN A REASONA~BLE rIME~ THEY REPLIEED THAT IT WOULD 
BE. FORWAARDED TO HIM IN *10 10 14 DAYS® CC3 I) 151 MARDIV ASSURED THEM 
HE WOULD REVIEEW THE CASE CAREFULLY AND IN Its ENNTIRETYe WHEN REEED 
AND DAUGHER1TY STARTED TO OISSCUSS THE FACTS DOl" THE CASE I1 CG is! 
MARDIV rOLD tHEM HE COULD NOT DISCUSS fINE FACTSN BECUASE HE MAD 
NOT READ tHE RECORD OF TRIAL AND SUCH DUSCUSSI0N WOULD, tHEREFOREI/ 
BE INAPPROPRIATEoG 
4 $ ESCORT OOrrICER REPORTS TMHA! DURING. RETURN TO III MAY ~ BOtH lAWYERS 

IrJADEE IHG Hi.. Y C.PMPlEMENI ARY REMARKS CONCCERN ING MGEN NICKERSON AND HIS 
AATTItUDE TOW.ARD ~IUS RESPONSIBILITIIES. IN THE ADMINll:SSTRA!ION Of JUlSl!t 
g E. ' . 
So MR ROOBERT OHMAN£) .ASSOCIATED PRESS, ASKEED CIB IF HE COULDD IN'lfERVIEIIJ 

MRo@ REED AND MRg DAUGHERTY@ THEYJ WERE INFORMED OF tHE REQUEST AND 
. STAtED THEY HAD NOT SOUGHt CONTrACT WITH THE PREESS MERE fI BUT 
~OULD SEE MIMe THEY ASKED THAT LTCOL HADEN BE PRRESENlg ME STATEED HE 
WOULD 8E'9 IF THEY WOULD EXPLAIN TO THE REEPOR1ER THAT HE WAAS PRESENt 
AT .,trrnEIR REQUEST q, 

50 IN SUMMARY JTHE FOLLOWING SUBJJECTS WERE COVEREDD BErWE~N MR~ OMMAN 
AND KEENANNeS ATTORNEYSo NO ATTEMPT IS MAADE TO QUOTE EXACTTLYD SHORTLY 
AAFrER rHE INTECVIEEW BEGAN g MRQ DAUGHERTY9 THE YOUNGER OF THE TW~O~ 
BECAME SPOOKESMAN: 
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W IAtJ ~~Ei\J ~~8D ),'If'dlZ PRESS: ~',V &:5> ~;~lr~ TO ENT]!;!, ~ !DnU®~~El't'j[tr t~I~~ ~P8Rr l{o 

~'~~E lfOUC ;)O!{E L $?£ .G 0 ~,J f 1. DEN '[! A t 
~]lL@jRllf Er-J~;J)&ili~rKC g~~ 'TMXS POEN! \0 HE S'lrAtED KEENAN GOl' AS fAJ:XR It 1RXAL 
~<~ iw'~ ~mJL.t- 11P..~iEGOi~!Er:N dIN ~;~'f CJtVll!~!N CO~JR! It fiE E;~rH::S!ZED 1M!S~ND 
:'~Li'5\'f)};t}l f1'11:tJtR AP'Y"fg;t~lL ~1gUJ) BE n"~SEE.D ON CONSrX'K'U'lIONNUL lSSfJES rM~l 
11;2j)Z'lf [b~tJ'li'Fn5' CClfllD I31:S~fjREE OJ~3 c 
~ 0 m1~N [ii .~z('~:D .£:)f !:'rlliY ~'i-m)V;'G€3 NT ·!X~ c;~iSE tf AS 1J!R XED ]~ ~lrJ ffi'JClCElLEJ~i~'[g;[!;j 

t;?,:~~t((;o D ?1iE't' REflLl:E[ll 1 ~!~1 ~£ 7i8R ~$ !,b{'SifY COIJ6D D[llE~[;i]E~Jb !~CI tr~S NO 

r:!!';'T,J;!QJ ;j;: .~'w:~lD~l~Yo !~ tJ@~S '1fR:~I:W %!t~ ~CCORD~~!CI W:KIN:';; M:ii:i1., tll'6%R'b' r~©C:il>c:> 
~\:'ZG :n{;js :![~~~J~~Z&:tD U3@JJLNN !:f(JI'!l! 1J~lEXR dldPPE~~ll., t~O!JlLJ) ~v:J1' BE BEl5\lSElD 
}\'!J~;e:IQ~Jj:~)['SD !3L1' ~N t.;CjiNINSil1I'E:E::2w~~r~ X5S[J)EES ~BCm! NX1C~J ffilNWV 1n1D 

",,;)~::.1~1~i)$ ~lJD~J1! :1H5~GREE ()~ 
~0 tl~~i;:h~ ~,Sh~!bD Xl? 'fWEY 'llHOtlGM}J! XEI~tUJ GOT A ~~A1(R !CXAt v !HE1 RJEf"'I!,.XED 

~';2V m~:t.~E;~o~ QijEi:s!Em\1n1~ 'i\~1': 1?t.lDUiESS Ol? TMi: .!R1t~l G 

Gl 0 'iCZ,lE1t ~~:~!EED 'ir}~E1f' H~J) SEEN @lGEN N XCKERSON AND H~D !lOlU) ~x~ tME'fY 
jJ'~~l~Dl 1.'0, i" i!i"tlb A lPHUEf fOR Mllf> CONS!DERt1c1!ON 0 ME rlAD 'fOLD 1l'MEt~ )YJ;E 
':?9)~3!LD r;O\'0fi!laE~ IT so l()~ AS !HE[Y F'lrtElD IT ?COMiP!tifo 10OC't UEa:tE GOING 
;;9l:~~~~ t!:\ND t\J~~{ NIGm' ~ND DDA'lf to GET KT BACK HERlEo BEC~ijSE 1ri«1 
i)j~:?l[ e~NiW H~(;ED GE~J NICKERSON 15 PI FA!PI f·1AN 0 

1'118 SHJESZ' bm~!1n CCH\lCEP;NI~G HOW KEENhN ;rEELS NO~1 ~ND ON MXS l?REESS 
::~r;'§;JH!71(&tJ [l T~~1f Q:l'fERED N@ CQM!~I!fR' 0 

~,: m~rg:~~ (r~5i~t;~)i) Lf !M£lf ]fElL! !l'!>iie: !F1XllP N~D BEm:~ t~t;J~!rMU~)IL&D ')J}{lJb1 ~E'1';;.X&;D 
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.-.i .......... ~ t .. V. I. lUi_ e.,. .tat' .... 111 
'fteta.ala • 

.,.. DJd.fGftl .... ., IU.l1taI"Y Justtee, 10 1I8C Seer. &01-•• , •• ".1fM; 87 ...... , .. t. :tort. tl\iIf e.-lld_1 ...... 
pree ...... 1a allitary· «ri.Id.Ml •.••• .,.... 1IutiaefI"" 
......... b7 pt'iIeI:'al ewr· ..... ·ttul ..... .., .. til" 1a ... 
l'MD .......... 1a tile .,..1hte ......... rill .. 
-"1'" 'to ~ ... ~ ...... ~,. It...-.16 _la.p­
,..,.,tate fer tllia ~. 'te .e __ t ,_ tJa. .... Ui • 
facta 6'1' t1l_ ..... _11 ... ,. aN: IlUJ)j,"" to ~d.l reri ... 
...... ... , I ......... ,-. •. all Q!l tIl.lr leeal ri..,_ • .,. 
__ ad 9111 ~ .... "'1''-' tlkea t.~_t t ..... 
~. ..,. .... __ ..... 11 ......... by all 
att ... 'to ...... tHtr r1_' ........ ...-.. -t.. 

It ,. -'wt.1lJsraM .'''''''' ., ~ ...... eecuw. eepeclal17 
b .. 8IWin.at tU ,.. t.llI' ........ ,... .... , tJae 
IUt.M C ... '- ~1.e Ie ·tM ......... efita __ .n ... __ ... ~'''1n'. i ai'r II'. ,..ta. .tt,baN et tM 
~.1 4W· ...... J ........ - 'u.r.. atll ~ ... 
Jtear4 .11 the .. 1._ ,.. tM ... __ ....... ~. bI 
tMir ... t j ..... d ....... .-.'-"'le ...". Utat ..,., 
-....piJ.t,. .. ~ 

...... , .... 18 ...... , • ., tM "'r1._ OIJIMP_ 1. a ... fti&t_ • 

• t ..... 1.7" 

Copy to: 
CG FMFPAC 
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_is 18 111 reply 10 Nan' letter 01 7 .la_TV 1.'., e .... 
eeralac hiyat. Ftret. Cla .. eharle. 11. _jR, 2200499,11. I. 
JlariM C$rpa • 

.. tJalf'on eeu ., IItllta.., J\ta'tiee, 18 vac ".8. SOl-ill' • 
• $ ..... lt7 CMp'.a. :sets ,..-tll tile _la1Jlal eede .ad 
~ ..... la 1li11tU7 __ taa1 ..... Pn._~e K ...... 1f&8 
eeawicte4 1t1 ...... 1 ~' __ Jtt;t.l".~ te t-.e lawe!. 
tis ea •• ill ... ill tu appellate .roe_ au will lte ·a:altjeet 
to exte"" a_ t_ ..... lI' .. l,o. It wwL'l .,. iaappreprtate 
fer 'litiS .a~.u t •. e ___ " $a tile epeeltle facta .f 
tJilisea_. wl1e ~1le7 are: "ttiJ" te, jtttlte.bl revi-ew. JIow­
ev·.. I ........ ,.. aU of ll1e, 1 .. 1 riCkts ..... IM_ 
... wiU eeatla1le- *- 1M att .... ld.. t ..... ' tUn no­
~.. lie.a __ ad will :be repr._,t .. 'tty ... tt~ 
te ..... Ill. ~ts .. ~;~. 

It 1;8 Wlferl_t •• lt_atles .1 tld.. _tuT • .e.r, _,"tall,. 
14 a. eav1r ... t fa .. .t.1r_ laa11y ., .. In.... ~, tile 
llart .. carpets zo ...... lbl. tor ..... J.Utttet of it. _iter • 
... .. t act aeeenl1-.t. law. I ..... 7ft U ....... l/1L 
tlte eeurt ..... l"tbl tU ... pl" .:l ...... t .... 1".t:. __ ._ 
_tll tile", Jau1 bea.ri .11 ." t!t, _1 ....... ' 1. tile __ aM 
Wl"e oeavlacetl. 1. 't,,"U' 'fD.s<t ,j ......... , .,.... a rea ..... 1e 
a-.. -ella, ..... pil'), .... Jr ... .. 

Yftl" iat"" .. t 1. a --.r .f the Drib Cor,. 18 appr .. 1ated .. 

81IM._l,. 

Copy to: 
CG FMFPAC 

,_;~ode A 

c. IS. 8QJD 
0010 .. 1. U. •• MariM Cor,s 

Bead, l)1Hi,11eeBra-", ~l ..,.ri .. t 
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"'''', 
'".18 ia 1 • .NJt1, t. ,.ear t.tt ... at a JaJIMlUT .1"" .... 
~ :tn_t. 'lnt Claa ClIarlu W. D.IIIAX. DOGat, 
11. a. !tariM eer,.. 
TJae wUton e.te Ed JIll1tN7 duti_. 1. 88C "ea ... 1 ..... , 
.. ,. .... b7 ~-~ .... '.ctll _he ai.Sul ce4e aad 
~e 1& all1tu')" erial_1 .... hiv"~ ...... .. 
CGlWiet«l '" a ~ ~tl.1 a~ ......... lad • 
.. ... ia ... ill ttae .p;fItl1a_ ~ aacl will ... 8alQMt 
t.o ad"'" ... t~ rena. It weald '"'. ~1a" 
:far 'UWI .......... t. ........ _ tile .,..Ul. !uta of 
tlda ... .tdle tlieJ .... 3Idd.ect t. jutiet.l ftriew. ....' 
...... I .. -"''''r- all .. Ill .. 1.epl .. ,Pt- Ila ....... 114 
fill ~1H ..... aUwlie4 ld.. \~t tMee ....... .. 
JJIC*. lie ... __ .... 11111 ". ~tM Jty ••• tt_..,. te 
~. Id:a r1Ckt. .. ~4ie't_. 

It ts .., ... til1l&te 8""'1_ o:l' tJU..- _t,.. ooeur • ...-e1al1, 
1 ••• annaea"t t. 1rtMI '&1111, ... frl..... ....._. to 
JIHi_ Corpa 1& ........ 1Il11): t .. t .. ~ cd lta....un 
.................... tac,.1n. 1 ..... ,._ ....... ., 
..... ~ ... ial .tid Ult, _ .. J .......... P.rlvate .... . 
_tt1 tlte7 .. )a_na11 ., tile -.tdaee J.a tile ... ... 1Je'" .... laeetl. 111 tlleU ... .3 ......... MtOlMl • r .. .....u1 • 
... that ke ... CUilt7 .. a.:rc-I. 
1..-~ Ul ......... , til ... me CeI'N 18 a~.tc4. 

Copy to: 
CG FJlFPAC 
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MrS. L. o. &llson 
60'9li CJeo\t'g1a araet 

DECLASSIFIED 

Cbarl. .. ton, w. V1r91n1a 25302 

Deer Jirs. !fa1.oa. 

l£gu,;:mh 
13 JaIN' 

ftUs 1. 1areply to yOt.lr l_~ of e J~ 1'67 COJIlosriltq 
Pd.v" First Clus ~'l_ w. ~, 22006",0' •• 'to ,Mar1u1 
~ .. 
ThefhUfGS!'Jll Colle filii ti11tary Juft5:.ee'# 10 USC Sees", 901-"9. 
as pase4 by. Ccmg~., sets fortb tae criBtilRl =- fItl4 . 
proae&l¥'. in IdlLtaf:1eri.ainal • __ • Pti~ g .... was 
O'Ollv;1~ by a '!i_.raJ. CO\l~l ~!lg to tbose lave. 
ti. __ is new i,.,Q the appellate F •• as . .a will be S\lbject . 
to .. ~e«.. _. ""'~"~' " ~"l....I~ WOUL.4. be., .. i •. "a.~., .......•. _ . 
£Ol:' this ~n tD ~at_ the' ~1. filets of 
thi.e q .. ~_ t.beJ' .. _jeet. t.o j\\ltiCl.l r_J..ir.~_r, 
1~,~',..U ef: .hi. legal.d_s i;l.ve'~ and vUl 
""' .. -.a.. ".'_ ......... '. a._, _ _ .4f: ,.,iIt: ... -......A ~l .... ~"""~," ",,\'Ia;a __ , _........a"""N .• , 'ttJJc.'_ 
.... ~~ -'-V ~ ... ~~ <~ ~ •• ~ '~ .. .Y~~-1IfW'.. a. 
hea' ~ut4 will be ~·'by_a~~,t;o uwr. lda 
. rifjhi'.$ ere p~"'. 

1't. 1" uafo~ • • L~. of 'tQi .. a~~, espee1ally 
1a _ tIIW1rOJl1leIlt:.f_ fJ:om f~ly .. frl.as. ~, tlae 
l!Iar1ae- Corps is, ~le for ~he ~~ off it. ........ 5 
a&i _at. act. aecording to, law .. I a~. ~ ... _ ~. of 
t'll:.e.~al.Gia ~ pss j~,.08 Ptiva'telCalaan 
'QIltil i.Uey bK ..... ell. of tba 6Vi4~ u' ft. ~ ad 
__ ecmv1nce4# 1». ~j.r_st ,j~t., _~ it na$caUle 

. ~ that. be vas 9\'d.lty .$ chc_,.. 

Your ia-tereat In. ~ of 'tlJ.. Martrult Corps 1$ apprecid.a,,. 

.~ly., 

DECLASSIFIED 
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OFR.ct ·OF THE CHI' OF ~T AFF 

from: Chief of Staff 

(IX ) Appropriate action 

_ Comment and/or recommendation 

_Retention 

_ Prepare reply for signature 

_Information and return to CofS 

_ Concurrence 

Remarks: 

H. W. BUSE, JR. 
Aoting Chief of Staft 
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"OOICE OF THE CHI' OF STAFF 

~rom: Chief of Staff 

'.. ' 14i Appropriate action 

_ Comment and/or recommendation 

_Retention 

_ Prepar~ reply for signature 

_Information and return to CotS 

_ Concurrence 

Remarks: 

H. w. BUSE, , JR~ 
Acting Chief of Staff 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

Miss KIlen Matbtna ~ 
609 Georgia street \ 
Charleston, W~st Virginia 25302 

Dear Miss Matmf!ll.a: 

This is in reply to your letter of 7 Jaauary 1967 c0DC8rDiag 
pr1.vate First. ,t;lass Charles. W. KBlWAN, 22006", U. S. Marine 
Corps. 

The Uniform Code of Military Justice. 10 usc Sees. 801-939, 
as P'lseed by Congress, sets rorth the criminal cede anCl 
procedure in military crimina.l ea_.. PrlvUe x.enan wes 
convicted 'by a generel. court-mart.ial acoordllitJ to "thoee lawa. 
His case is 1lOW in theappella:1teprooess an« 11111 l:ae subject. . 
to ext.enaea and t.horough review.. !t. vou14he iaappJ."Qprlat.. 
for this Headquarters to· e~ OR the speciflc factI! of 
this case while th~ are subjeet. to judie:1al n.wlew •. Hov-­
ever, 1 can assureyotl all. of JUs legal right.. have been ana 
nIl .,.t.lnue to be affottifldhiJa throughout these proceedings. 
Be 'ha·s been an-d will be t'epreMDt.ed by an attorney to assure 
his rlqhts are prote0t.G4. 

It is unfortunata s1t.w:tt.iollS of this ~re occur,. especially 
in _ .nv1ro~t. far from fully and fr1.813ds. H~, t:he 
Marine Corps Is .teaponatble for 'the conduct of ita membe.1"S 

and must act. aeecrdiaq to laW!.. I as.ar. you ~ 1'IeJR"t's of 
the (JO(l~ial dla not pass jad~t on Private Keene 
unUl t.'htly ba<a b_r4 all of t1-:e evidcmce ill the case _4 
_~ ~onvinced'l" ill thelr best: .fIt~t.t' _yoad a reaaenable 
~ ~at He vas 0\111-.y aa eb~. 

Your1n.terest in e ~r of t:be Harine Corps 1$1 .,ppreclatel. 

}V I'~J~\ 
/'I' t,opy te: 

CG FMFPAC 
--;>..-., Code. A 

Head, 

Sincerely,. 

c. B .. SEVlmt 
Colonel, U.. is. Mart_ Corps i 

Diecipl1ne IIraach., Per8Olll:l8l Depa~ J 

DECLASSIFIED 



I 

r 
t, , , 

DECLASSIFIED 

UPI -165 
,: MARTI ,f',L) 

CKl,;:r.·, . U QVA ¢ .>~ 'i.'HO cr:ARLESi'ON .o,REf-l ATTO RNEYS iH LL LEAVE 
C':.t V~l.'.',., SOCN TO FIL~ A;~ APPEl.;L IN THE COURT-MARTIAL OF 
~'-::'\' t~:: ~:.-:~S Ho KEEI\.Ct.N OF NITRO" 1:J oVAo 

H:~ VICTION IN THE SLAYING O~ T00 VIETNAMESE VILLAGERS 
I S U~!;;Z;,: . :VI E1i] I CEll LA 1<> l<E(:l\!\N l.JI ~L BE REPRESENTED BY 
A7TJ~NZYS :OHN REED JRo AND GEORGE DAUGHERTY~ 

30TH. U::.,:'" c1'RfWEL TO VIETNA11 ABOf\::m MILITARY AIRCRAFT AT A 
REDUCZD R~~~ ARRANGED BY ~EPo JOHN Mo SLACKJRo a D-WoVAo 

KE£~KN~S FAMILY fRXENJS HAVE SET UP A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION 
TO R~XSE MONEY FOR HIS ~EFENSE AND SLACK SAID AN UNIDENTIFIED 
~ P~iOi:_~.<;::~{T CHA RLESTO~\: ':;USI NESS MA.~q i:JI L L F I NANCE THE COST OF 
THE 'fiU? Q 

~<ZZNAN VJAS FOUND ': ... ;<~ ..... Ty OF PREMEDI TA'i'ED MURDER IN THE DEATHS 
.' OF ':\:10 VIET[\J{l,MES-::'," ~"-,)To 220 HE HAS S2NTENCED TO LIFE AT 
~ ,E/.RD LA80R AS 1:JhS.. ,.;':"O\'J PATROL ~'lEiVjBERo ANOTHER MARINE RECEIVED 
? •. ,'j Y£.~RS IN PRIse:·; :;Z DEFENSE CLf.;I MED THE VILLAGERS l~ERE 
> s~-:o-; UI'-:DZR ORDERS ;.:: -: ~r; CC::G 0 _ 

~ S~ACK sAID T~E D~G. i:ON TO ALLOW THE TUO TO GO TO CHU LAI 
.~ i) AS REACHE D THUHS DY4 Y ~;.~ .. ~ .~~\OON FOLLO\!JI NG A CONFERENCE l'll TH ' 
~ . ~!PUTY SECRETARY C] :._;[~SE CYRUS VANCE c A NATIVE OFCLARKSBURG c 
} !;"VA~ 
, 

, .~ 
C1THERE SHOUL:' L: ,'0 >;ISU[\!DERsT,~J,ij)ING ABOUT THE STATUS OF 

'~-;-~IS CASE" II SL:~G;( ,'.~- , 
<;IA VERi) I CT :-Lr~S : .... :.< ~E~\CHED AND f-~ SENTENCE RENDERED. BUT 

.~ :.;z~ APPEtlL PROCED~< .. ,_ :~s 0['i';i: LED AND EXHAUsTIVE AND EVERY D70R'( 
"',L BE ~·J:DE TO P~~0'''iC': PVC, KEENAN'S RIGHTS BOTH AS A SOLDIER 

A C:;'Tl2EN 0 

"SZC;1i'L~RY ·VANe: ;';:::V:SELF HAS TOLD ~1E THAT HE IS INTERESTED 
. ~ NOTHING LESS TH~~ ~~~7D AND EVERYONE INTERESTED IN THE CASE 
'rN BE ASSURED ,?:~,'~:'~"::~':-;ING llJHICH CAN BE DONE tHLL BE LEFT 
-:' ·,1P.2NE TQ ESTA S~:: .::.; .~.~;: i~ ACTS Mm HAVE THE~1 t')EI GHED JUDI CIAL LY;) ~., 
~.~; ..... K SAJ.D c 

1113=- MJ 632P:ZS 
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~bcf 
16 Jan 196' 

rrOll: ())taalldant of the Jta:ril'l.e Corps 
'fez CoIIuYncU.Ilg General~ Fleet lIar.in. PMee, Pacific, 

J'PO lau J"ranc!.scG t CD.lifoI'n!.a 96802 

Subj t Correspcadence; case of Lance Co!'p~ral Lawrence H. 
IIOllTOlf, 22041 il, U. S. Ifarine Corps 

Ene1: (1) Cpl Mi&rtoa'a ltr of 6 Jaa 1961 to the COIHIaadant 
of tu )farine Corps 

1. lIaclofJtU'e (1) 18 1onal'ded tor your infor.a ticm aM such 
eO\lA&u~llingt adyic., aad asaistaaee as you Jd1 cOIls1de.rto be 
appropriate. 

2. 11; is requested that Corp,oral ..-ton be instruct9d to compll' 
with Paralrapla 1609, If.VJ ltegulat1cm.s. 

----> Copy to: 
Code A 

B. I. nRULL 
By direetion 
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Mr. Darrell J. Hively 
P. O. Box 186 

DECLASSIFIED 

Pinch, West Virginia 25156 

Dear Mr. Hively: 

Dl<E:cmf 
3 Feb 1967 

Gtmeral Greene has asked me to reply to your letter of 
19 January 1967 concerning the recent general eourt­
martial of Private First Class CharlesW. KEENAN# 
2200699, U. S. Marine Corps, held at Cbu Lai, Republic 
of Vietnam. 

The charges were preferred against Private Keenan only 
after e preliminary inv-eS't.1gati.on and a later formal. 
pretrial investigation were condUcted. '.L'he Uniform Code 
of Military Justice, 10 usc seetJ.ons eol-9~9, as passed 
by Con~ressj' sets forth the criminal code and procedure 
in military criminal cases. Private :Keenan was convicted 
by general court-martial according to those laws. His 
case is now in the appellate proees.s and will be subject 
to extended and. thorough review. It. would be inappropriate 
for this Headquarters to comment on the specific facts 
of t.his case while it is subject to judicial review. 
It would be inconsistent with the concepts of justice 
to comment on the cont.ent of any news stories reporting 
the results of the trial until the full and impartial 
appellf'4te proceec1inga are completed. However, I can 
assure you, all of Private Keenan's legal r1qhts have 
been and will continue to be afforded him throughout 
t.hese proceeUill9s. Be has been and '.11111 be represented 
by an attorney to iilssure his rights are protected. 

It is unfortunate situations of this nature occu.r .. espec­
ially in en environment far from family and friends. 
However, the Marine Corps ~s responsible for the co~at 
of its members and fAUst act according to law.. I assure 
you, the members of the court-martial did not pass judg­
ment on Private Keenan until they had heard all the 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DI{E:cm£ 
3 Fep 1967 

evidence in the case and were convinced, in the1r best 
judgment~ beyond a reasonabUt 4ioubt -that Private Keenan 
was guilty as charged. You..,.-· be assured that the 
disciplinary proceedings again$t him were not motivat.ed 
by any interest. other than the same conc~ts of law and 
justice wh;i.ch every United States citizen is subject. 

Your interest in a member of the Narine Corps is appre­
ciated. 

Sincerely, 

FRED M. HADEN 
Lieutenant ColOllel# U. S •. Marine Corps 

Acting Head# Di.scipline Branch, Personnel Department 
By direction of the Commandant of the Marine Corps 
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Mr,t. HerbeJrtii. JlIalrt.ae 
651! 20th SitE"" 

DECLASSIFIED 

tic Linda, Ca11forru.a '5673 

The As.si.st~ "~.etU'l' of Defen$. has a.ked me '"0 .l'eply 
i;c€) yfir let;~ .... of , JUl:laryl967 con_h~t1f ". reeent 
.,.lIe&fitl eoul'iua-mattlal of prIvate. I"i.r$t. CIa.. CA.18" w. 
1t~; 22()~"" aU B.Qnaltl A. PIA~SU# 21750", h .. ld 
.t Obu Lai, l!t~l;\1ic Of v;~. 

~~ a§ainst. tn. .. man ~. pjtef.t'ltea. caly d~er it p:rtt­
U.-'U'Y iee,*t;;tgakl.- fIJl<l a l~"iIi' ;"n,'f.\l p:r.Vial i.m •• -
~!v.~ten ww. ceu~~. The (feu.- Cod. of Mili.t~ 
Jun,ioe, 10 use '.~i,.._s 801-9It"a. ........ by CORwr ... , 
sets forth tM e~'id._'lcod. aDd ~G~re tn mlltary 
criminal cas... ~i'lt_rl_5 were: comiet:ed by 9eneral 
oourte ... mart1al ~. t.o those lavll. The.!r 0a.8 •• are 
now 1. 't!.b .. appel.latt. pl:'Ocesa and \1>11.1 De "j,~ ko ex­
~_ de! l!._:tfO'iil,'l~1 r.,.w. It. weald .. 11l\.p~:PEla\i. 
t:.:this li .. 4'~art&lt$ ~ cCmrttent. eft. 'the 5p.elf.~e faet.s tb" ~b •• e call_ while. they .re a;.j.~t teO j\o'di$1$ol ;revi ••• 
It:. WOU~G no~ 8$ CGl'l;s1s,_~ vi,~ • ~om;eep't,. &J j.;J",1e. 
U ElOlmileJlt: am th. ~Urat. ~ .8y n_s~.r1 .. ~ • .-ttDg: 
itbft r •• \ll~~ Of the~l'1.tlls aid.l "tte full '~ 1H1i>ert.ial 
.pel1a~e pr.eeee.&._. er.. c.omplo~c4.. HGW~,lr, I eu 
a8~ you, all Q# ~~ ,l~al riga •• b.ve __ a-El v111 
OOJl"i.ftlMl t.o ... "Ii·€Ji'cle4 ~ t:'hr~QU;'t "M_ proe".'fl(js. 
They a.ve ~ ana .1.11 _ J'.l?lr._n~c! by &n .t:t.()~ .~ 
assure tbeir rl9'h"'.s&1fe prO't..eC'tedl .. 

It ,. wafort\lUlate s:1t,adiens f!5If this na1tt,lfte oacur., ~­
tally j.n aa _vir~~ t'u from faily ad f,,'.tm4e. Hew­
ev_, the ~£'iu e~ 1s re'$~.illll..' t~ 'bOe ~*,uot. of 
1t.s ~r.amt must a~ a~r~llil'1: t!-Q'l"'. 1. ."VB you, 
t.he ~iIZ"S of t.he eouirt.s-_~1"."4 not pa.a j~\: 
on tbu lUlt.1")1 t.bey had .~ •• 11 ~be .vtCiel'lGe 11'1 <the Ca •• 
and were con""in~,. ~ ~J1'best:. j~~, De~ a 

1U:xuRN: TO DISCIPLINE UAJCB {DK} 
wtZ!l ORIGINAL US B};EN N.AI1:ED 
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reasonable doubt that. they were guilty as charged. You 
may b$ assured that the d1sciplJ.tl.a:ry prgee&di.n9is aqainet 
t.hee men we::lr. no'\; mot! va1ted by uy inte.h$"It ot.he:Jr 'tb.an 
the .~ CQJ\I.Ie.eipt.a ·Gf ·lAt .. ad J\I,n,lo. whie'h ev'ery Un1~.ci 
~ta~ c1t1_~ is s.j.ct. 
Your 1.nteresrt:. in members of the Hari.ne Ccrps is appr .... 
ciat.ed. 

Copy to: 
ASSTSECDEF(MANPOWER) 

S1noe:raly # 

~ R. G. WEEDE. Corps 
:Major Gene:ral, U. S. Manne . 
--,::.~ D~ecto~ ~i ~eIsonnel 

SECNAV (Control No. 2 524 refers) 

DECLASSIFIED 
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~1rs. H. L. Neal 
811 W. State Avenue 
Phoenix, Arizona 85021 

Dear Mr s. Neal: 
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This is 1n reply to your l~tter of 6 January 1967 concerning 
the general court-martial of Private First Class Charles W. 
KEENAN, 2200699, U. S. Marine Corps, held at Chu Lai, Republic 
of Vietnam. 

The charges were preferred against Private Keenan only after 
a preliminary investigation and a later formal pretrial inves­
tigation were conducted. The Uniform Code of Military Justice, 
10 USC See 801-~39, as passed by Congress, sets forth the 
criminal code and procedure in military criminal cases. Private 
Keenan was convicte<l by general c·ourt:-martial according to those 
laws. His case is now in the appellate process and will be 
supJ.ect to extended and thorough review. It would be iriappro­
priate for this Headquarters to comment. on the specific facts 
of this case while it is subject to judicial review. It would 
not be consistent with the concepts of justice to comment on 
the content of any news stories reporting the results of the 
trial until the full and impartial appell~te prooeedings are 
completed. However, I can as.sure you, all of Private Keenan' til 
legal rights have been andwi11 continue to be afforded him 
throughout these proceedings. He hilS been and will be repre,sented 
by an attorney to assure his rights are protected. 

It is unfortunate situations of this nature occur, especially 
in an environment far from family and friends. However, the 
Marine Corps is responsible for the conduct of its members 
and must act according to law. I assure you, the members of 
the court .... martial did not pass judgment on Private Keenan 
until they had heard all the evidence in the case and were 
conVinced, in their best judgment, beyond a reasonable doubt 
that Private Keenan was guilty as charged. You may be assured 
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that the disciplinary proceedings against him were not 
moti vated by any interest other than the same concepts of 
law and justice which every United States citizen is Bubj~ct. 

Your interest in a member of the Marine Corps is appreciated. 

Copy to: 
Code A 

Sincerely, 

C. B. SEVIER 
Colonel. U. S. Marine Corps 

Head, Discipline Branch, Personnel Department 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Mrs. William McGarrety 
1055 Wa~er Street 
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Dear Mrs. McGarrety, 

DKE-lhf 
6 Fsb 1967 

This is in reply to yoUr letter of 7 January 1967 concerning 
the q~neral court-martial of Private first Class Charles W. 
X~, 2200699, U. S. Marine Corps, held at Chu tai, Republic 
of Vietnam. 

The charges were preferred 8gainstprivate Keenan only after 
a preliminary investigation and a later formal pretrial inves­
tigation were conducted. The uniform Code of Military Justice, 
10 U!C $eo 801-939, as passed by Congress, sets forth the 
criminal code and procedure in military criminal casea. Private 
Keenan wae convicted by general court-martial according to those 
laws. His case is now in the appellate process and will be 
subject to extended and thocougb review. It would be inappro­
priate for this Headquarters to comment on the ~cific facts 
of this case while it is subject to judicial review. It. would 
not be consistent with the ooncepts of justice to comment on 
the content of any news stories reporting the results of the 
trial until the full and impartial appellate proceedings are 
completeg. However, I can assure you, all of Private Keenan'S 
legal rights have been and will continue to be afforded him 
throughout these proceeding-so He has been and will be represented 
by an attorney to assure hi s rights are proteeted. 

It is unfortunate situations of this nature occur, especially 
in an environment far from fam11yand friends. However, the 
Marine Corps ill reesponsible for the conduct of its members 
and must act according to law. I assure you, the members of 
the cOl2rt-martial did not pas,s judgment on private Keenan 
until they had heard all the evidence 1n the case and were 
convinced, :1n their best judgment, beyond & reasonable doubt 
that Private Keenan was guilty as charged.. You may be assured 
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that the disciplinary proceedings against him were not 
motivated by any interest other than the 8~e concepts of 
law and justice which every United States citizen is subject. 

Your interest in a member of the Marine Corps is appreciated. 

Copy to: 
Code A 

Sincerely, 

c. B. SEVIER 
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

Head, Discipline Branch, Personnel Department 
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Miss Gerri Madden 
The Colony Surf #1600 
2895 Kalakaua Avenue 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 

Dear Miss Madden: 

This is in reply to your letter of 7 January 1967 concerning 
the general court~martial of Private First Class Charles w. 
KEENAN, 2200699, U. S. Marine Corps, held at Chu Lai, Republic 
of Vietnam. 

The charges were preferred against Private Keenan only after 
a preliminary investigation and a later formal pretrial inv8s­
tigation were conducted. The Uniform Code of Military Justice, 
10 USC Sec 801-939, as passed by Congress, sets forth the 
criminal code and procedure in military criminal cases. Private 
Keenan was convicted by general court-martial according to those 
laws. His case is now in the appellate process and will be 
subject to extended and thorough revitwW. It would be inappro,­
priate for this Headquarters to COmBlEilnt on the specific facts 
of this case while it is subject to judioial review. It would 
not be oonsistent with the concepts of justice to comment on 
the content of any news stories report.ing the results of the 
trial until tbEil full and impartial appellate prooeedings are 
completed. However, I can a.ssure you, all of Private Keenan's 
legal rights have been and will oontinue to be afforded him 
throughout these proceedinqs. He has been and will be represented 
by an attorney to assure his rigbts are protected. 

It is unfortunate situations of this nature occur, especially 
in an environment far from family and friends. HowQver, the 
Marine. C,orps is responsible for the conduct of its members 
and must act according to law. I assure you, the members of 
the court-martial did not pass jUdgment on Private Keenan 
until they had heard all the evidenoe in the case and were 
convinced, in their best judgment" beyond a reasonable doubt 
that Private Keenan was guilty as charged. You may be assured 
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that the disciplinary proceedings against him were not 
motivated by any interest other than the same concepts of 
law and justice which every United States citizen is subject. 

Your interest in a member of the Marine Corps 1s appreciated. 

Copy to: 
Code A 

Sincerely, 

c. B. SiVIER 
Colonel, U.s. Marine Corps 

Head". Discipline Branch, Personnel Department 
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Kr. Al J. CeRe. Prest" •• t 
aerieaa Trial t,aW7ft"S AssGe1atioe 
Po O. 1$% 3411 . 
••• t' h1a "eli, :110'1'1. 33402 

8ear Mr. Ceae, 

ftla is 1. reply to fO:u~ latter .1 1 .eltnl&J'J' 1961 COR­
efl"1!1iAa tlle Fee.nt .,...ra1 c.urt .... a:rtial et COrp&ral ,uRle,. 
.1. ~, a.4 hivatEJlS !'lJ'1Jt CI_. C»arles W. OIBB, an. 
_14 •• PIATBJI1IKI, U. S.. MariRe ()Wps. 

1 H'W'e DIet read tBe r~rda 01 trial 11l tile ahove ease... The 
,. .. or •• 1". held at ........ t.r.,. lat .. rue 91vi.loa, awalt-
1Jtc ta. brief. to· "' -a1t .• e. by til. two el:vl1aa attanl.,. 'OJ' PriV1lt~ X. .. aall.., ftu.' lI"4q\la.l"'.~fii is D.-at 11\ tIM .bi. &f 
,. ... llat. proce •• an-d ...... 11' " .. 14 Ret Ite a party to allY 
review p-zooee_re. I ••• r.ad'tlle recoJ'd Of prel1ai.rtaPJ in­
qairy 0 TIlt. f&a-ecl tBe •• is -for tae preterriae of char." 
aBd the h..i. f&r the orier1 •• of • t-..l pretl!'ul iave.ti­
,atieA. 

'hile it would be iaappropriate ter .~, .erving at a ~i.~er 
lleaclq-UllJ'tfl'J'S. t. e .... at _ the ,..t •• t a eae. still 1Ifl4er­
'.'iBe a, •• llate 1' .. ,,1 .. , I eaa .~. 7- tJl.at tbe ()eI).tent of 
the prel:lliiDar':r i_qairy 414 pi" .... l. iBf~tu.a allttktellt tQ 
.1'rat the .ltP1_ e_reea. file .-t ...... ia that iquiry 
lNFe tl1.e et1!liU' ftri .. s, .... 1'_ of the .p..tul.. .111 ~Jtr" of 
Ckes .. brine. wore repre.eit1eti. by e.er1ellcu,. la",er C08M.l 
$,.ftfM~t the prel t.1Ulfy preeecta~es aDd ftriDg tJle tr1a18. 

'Uioe .1 .. re-s-tr:t.cted Oft ... :t I ea ....... t oa in til ... ea_. t 
1 .ill elleloae a eGPY .·f ...... s·tory wit:!&}! r~s\llt •• f'l'a • 
.P'ress inttfJ'yl •• of "tw$attM'Be. tor Private K •• aaD.. It 1. 
'hoped t.hAt tAia stery will a.Ker ••• e of 1ft'!" quest1_. All 
tRee brines "'1'. tl'i&d at publie trlal.ftl. seaDera of 1;H 
press 18 V1etna • .sid Ret eli<!tOse to attQ-&-d. fte record of . 
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trial 1s available for 'press stu4y 1ft Viet.... Burl_ 
ap,.llate reyiew a~ C$pJ $f these records will be a.-lIable 
te .1Iq' _ .. lJer of "the press WbG d •• ires to rq4 it Mr. 1a 
ta.l!11qtoa, D. C. at t •• e:t~1ees 01' tiM kV7 Beanl'.1 "view.' 
It ia ., •• tllat tla.:re w11l be ».ttie1eat press i.terest ft-
aala1 ..... that a eoapleteatozy will lie pUB11_" baa .... 
tile e ... tea'ts of t1le l"eeerds of trial. 

Oml,. a 11_:1. tlHl l!lUll.er of ~es of tlle l'e~ of 'torial "Jr'. 
pl'.p.red~ TIl ••• are.G4 by the .ppel1ate .",t1l0r11;1_ aB4 
e.. eo})y lsg1vft 'to .ada of tl!e acw1tSed.. Tu JQdge .lev.,. t. 
G~l "I tke bYJ'w!ll be cntediaBQf tIM ree .. _ dltrlq 
tlle.pellate preee_ .. I would -Udt '" COlHmllB.1J:&'te .it. 
hill eoaeera1Bg &&pUs .1 the reeolt_ ttf trial. 

YfMlr interest ift al11t • ..,. law iJltb. •• ned f.pees and u 
.. -*1t~ of the Karl_ earps 1. appree1at.4. 

liacerely, 

W.MJ[.ACE M.~REENE. JR. 
General. U .. S. Marine Corps 

Commandant of the Marine eoxp8 
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~~~ AMERICAN LAWYERS ASSOCIATION 

General Wallace M. Greene 
Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corp. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Commandant: 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
AL J. CONE 

f~ O. BOX 3411, WEST PALM BEACH, FLA. 33402 -1 

February 1, 1967 

As President of the American Trial Lawyers Association and 
as a combat infantry veteran of World War II, I have followed 
with a great deal of interest the courts marshal of Cpl. 
Stanley J. Luczko, Pvt. Ronald A. Piatowski and Pfc. Charles 
W. Keenan in connection with the deaths of two South Viet­
namese villagers. 

Of course, the descriptions of the incident as described by 
United Press and Associated Press do not give a clear account 
of the entire matter but it somewhat concerned me that, although 
civilians were killed, these young servicemen were given life 
sentences for obeying orders of their superior. ThiS, of 
course, is assuming the newspaper accounts of the incident are 
correct. 

Under the circumstances, I would appreciate any information 
you can give me regarding this incident. If copies of the courts 
marshal are available, if you will advise me as to the cost of 
same I will forward my check by return mail. 

Very truly yours, 

AJC:ht 

(}f ... ~~ 
/ 

A1 0~ Cone 

'/ 
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