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Pro'7:L"1ces -to assess progT6a8 t.hat 2.sh::dng illEtds to restore momen:c,UID to 

the pacifica '(~ion pl"ogl' aJ.l! • 
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(1 ) 1ill2:ii'2ri~1_S~~.1.1I'i -!1Y.~ Secv.1' i ty wi thin i.Juang ':t'ri Province 

friendly i'orees oian2\i- size when the: friendly forces hl"e operating 'l-ritlLl.n 

aroUL"1d Quang T:d city aYe aware of and :respect this enemy capability. 

Lines of communic-.ation are inssGure ooyond the limit.s of province and 

district capitals, although theTa is continuous movement- by civilian 

and militaxy p6rson!l.el dU\'ing dayUghthoms. 

(a) ARVN:' Prior to the1"ET of.fen.siye~ there VIere 

three _ARV~J bat.talions in direct support of RD. A.s oJ: 31 J-:-:.:llUiU.'Y 1968, 

all Am'1~ battu,lions had been 'l-li thdrawn .r.nd had B.os1JJJlsd local secnrity 

inissions in snd armmd Quang Trieit;'! and province hee.dql.!.arters ~ FTem 

this posture se-ve.:ral close-in patrols tier9. conducted on too periphery_ of 

the cit Yo Forcec, bowe'Ve:r~ returnsd ,to local bivouac a::ee.s prior to 

sundo\<.rnQ The' II che.nge of mi6sion" for. all 'ARVN battalions followed the 
GROUP 1.. 
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initial offenf:d:v8 and resu}:tedin t.he eVe.c'!J.at:':.on of all pre-viously 

assigned T~!ctj.cal 1-l.rBs,S of ResponsibHlty. The !'8.pid withd.:ra\Jal froE! 

'hamlets undergoing RD paved the Y8,Y for accels!'(l:ceii entry of NVA/VC 

units into areas sixno1.md5.n,g p:ro'Jince a:ad di3t:eict.cepite.lsc 'l'he uith-

dJ:'awll contributed to the 6.9.88 'With v5b.icb enemy units conc'3ntruted their. 

forces '.md6t.[~Clt6d al'o1).r.a Q'uang Tri city and selected distric t headqwrte1'6 

for the offensive operations the:;;' took plar::6 on 3 and 6 }'ebrua:ry 1968, 

PlB.ns aTe not,y being mad3 to :return -the A.,'9.iTN battalions to thai:!' TAOR! s 

1.n direct sl1pport. of P..D. 

RF companies wi thin the pz·ovince.l' 16 t-tre cUI":t'ently p5:;:-fo:'rning sec:.rrit,y 

assigned -(.0 tho Ni'!.CV ~OillpOUlld !P. thfJ city. There B..!:6 116 PF platoo;:1s 

wi th_w the province, o.f \>Ihich Llinet.een I'6POl"tsdly aL'e p:cotecting "i %'7 

hamlets. T'.o.is figID'e is open to q':.lBstiou since the presencl;) o?' strengths 

of thas.s uni t.s have not been coni'irmsdby US ad;risors 01' their GVN 

count$l·pa.1;"tso The status of· the remaining PF platoons is I'ather v8Z'-':a, 

It e.ppee:!'B that disposition of the PF platoons was msde by GVN province 

nnd district. off'icials without 'l.he advice of their respective US C01.lnter-

parts. Since 3 February 1968, the province chief of gtaff~ who is also 

the RF/PF cOll!rJ<Ulder, has been in Eueattempting to locate his r~ilyo 

Advisors believe that the waapoD:s in th3 handa of soma RF/n" persor:n~l; 

more advanced small al'illa. 
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(1 ) Th0re vas li t'[;le :b.fo:rmntioll Tegsrdlng G'vN adI1.linis-

repoJ:'t the.t CVN conh'ol extends to d:ls-cric.t he2.dquarters and !l3arby 

hamle ,/"fj only. 

(2) TheN are 16 ED groups :In Qu.ang T1'1 P:rovillce and three 

TL'uoug Ben (TS) TeE.'ills. T\lelve RDC groups are \{orki11g in 1967 ham10ts 

while t.te other fom4 groups ere ass5.sting province and district. social 

.... relfere of.ficials us they a'c.tempt to relocat.e the increasing numbar of 

refugees. 'rhe three TS cadre teams ware \iQl'king in I-hlong Hoa Dist!.~ict. 

and 't.'ereo'Varrun by the VC and NVA in the January atkck Hhich forced the 

teems ill$de tr.air '.itty to and joined US comhat bases LTl Huang Hos. Dist:c:1.ct~ 

(3) 'fhe refugees .. i thin ~V.illlg D':j, Pro'l7'b.cepl":tncipally eTe 

massed in Cam Lo Dist,rict nOl"'Ch"l'est of ~u.ang Tl':l eit·yo Thia locatio:n 

'Was selected as the s.ree..'!:lithin thspro'Vinee most slJ.itable fo~ refug',;;$ 

. settlemsnt and 1"l.1ral. develop::nente . Nl"'. Milr..e Ireland (B..efugee Officer) 

closely coordinatL"lg t.heir efforts to l:).ssist and advise Mr. Thac, the 

principal representative for social ·welfare s.nd refugee care in Quang 

Tri Provinceo 'Refugees continue to flow ~to the mors heavily populated 

areas for assistanca as a result of the saBIch aDd destroy operations being 

conducted on a daily basis throughout the province, pl~ the establis~~ent 

and clearance of II fl'se fire zones ~ 11 Consequently p it is dllficul t to 

implement a plamied refugee resettlement program, since refu.gee autho:~itiest 
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USane GVr:!, moe constantly rea.cting to the immediate refugee !'aqui:cems:nts 

c1'0ated by co:nOat. opere.tions ~ 

(1) There ' .... as .lit He evidence of a vigorous psychological 

operat.ions c3.ffipaign. Bannex's em display within t.h€l c:tty deuoUl.1cing ·th9 

commun:i.~tl3 :Lndicated that somEl PSYOPS &ctivity "!J£;.S under ,Jay. 

(2) The people r:2lpol:'~edly '!.iere fearful that :the NVA/VrJ hell 

illost fec8: n and iD. retl'ibution.vrould launch an l1attack 0:[ dWl!astation.iI 

They vel'e, th.e:refo:re, making pl'spe.1'ations fox thean-tic:J.pated VC of"fen~ 

siva. Q-.a the ether h1.'.Ild, comrf3:::oselticns yUh G'VN military perso;:m()l dis-

closed that there is intenee intorest in ~.1i.d enJ;.;hl;tsle!3!1.l for an 11 invasion 

the recent at.tack on Q.l.t!l.ng Tri city; a lsrgs numb3z- c:? peop1e \ntnBssed 

"'(ihe assa'lii. t of th~ 1 st Air Cavalry D:!.vision on the enemy and "Hera favorably 

ill1pre s sed ~. 

(3) In spite of the scatt.ered in-depth poeitiouing of free 

'World forces thrOUgh011.t. the province, sacm'it,y remains the single most 

serious concerD a.u:ong civilian and military personnel. 

good. There had been some rise in prices but nothing drastic. Some 

commodity prices had risen and already returned to pre-lET lavel.Some 

amount of cornmarcial traf'fic "Was returning to th!3 higb.ay. 

e4 ~~ttQ!lJro~~~:· The va attack resulted in a. psycho­

logical setback and delay to the RD JrrograIDvithin the provines. HOwever, 
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as little damage ~J~.1S dO!'l9. to the ~j96? 

su--ffersd 

order of 

Em ax'eas to p:..'ovide for the RD areas aDd groupS4> 

(1 ) Province 

is poor. HOisJeve:r~ pl!lU3 at'€! being made to improve this condition. 'I'h~ 

·l~llited nw:arerof friendly lmi t1'> 0.aplcyed cU'~side the p:ro?ince and dist.rict 

tOlmS in ·5?$8.!"ch of hostile I'ol'ces allow -i:.be enamy l.mintGJ.·rupted access 

capability to r!lal1'3UV6X' tru..'o'.!gh the count:rydde and i~;:t'3l',Ect line 8 of 

most north-south roe.dweys frequ6l.'lt.ly are used with lit.-t.le na.:r83smfnyG~ the 

enemy can severely restrict mo'"Slnent along tbc38~ LOO 1 B at vilL. Action 

establiablng B. de£'ensiv<3 lir.e no:..'·l:..h of Hoi iln city 1:'l.'..ill1ing from An Ban 1 

hamlet (vicinity 1561) through ThEnh :Naill 2 hamlet (vicirJ.:1.t~r 1458) to Thanh 

Nara 1 hamlet. (dcini ty 1256). Since this line extends f~'om the Song Hoi 

Rival" northeast to the S()uth Chins. Sea 1 it, 'h"Ould c..cclude ini'il tre.tion 

routes to the south~H;:.8tas '.-/ell as enhtmce ""he 86CU!"ity of one of t.he 

196s:l campaign areas and th~ inh2.bit9d island to tbe south. 

battalionS of the P..Rv1~ .51st Regimsnt) the 59th RF Batt.alion (fow.' RF 
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Fas not lmm,m by :pYD?'ince advisor's, Gomr..at operations UTe L'8ing conductsd 

in RD aX'eas~ The d>fectiven.aas of th2t::e opere.'cjons in clearbg t.h3 RD 

a!'eas has not. been assesseel fu.1J.y" 

(1) GW contA'ol in ?tU'al lS.l·e~s is uncertEin outside dist1'ict 

toYnS. AJ.:l;holAgh control is ex-axc:i.aed by GVH officials with:l.n some hal:lle'i:,s ~ 

the ext.snt of t.his cont1'ol tl'u'ov.gi1out t,he Pl'o'Vince is ·..mkno .... m, 

(2) There are t'Wo NPFF compsn:i.es 1.."1 ~tlang Warn ?z-o;r:lnce: the 

Ya. F;.'ed Runt, in conJunction 'l,dt.h his cour{oor}:'8.l"t is sending 25 Natio~lal 

Policemen to Dalat for trainingo This pract.ice 'Will co:::.tinu.8 until all 

75 men t~ve co~pleted training. 

(3) There are curreut"'ly 34 RDe groups in tile prov'ince; 22 

are iD. 1967 hariLlets, 4 al'G in Dallang city~ 4. axe in 1968 bm.a1ets, and 4 

are assisting in Hoi An city~ 

c. :p~JOPS: As a result of the 'extC!ld.V9 ene!!l:y-initia't.ad aC'Givi:ties 

dU!"ing the mon.th of Januaxy, including the attack on Hoi An city and the 

destruction o~ a ha~et on the ~ity outskirts~ there is much apprehension 

among the populationo They are impressed by ths st.rength shmm by tbs 
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i':IVA/VC, anr1 t.he p:eolonged YC accu~ .. tion of Hue has had a p:;~of01.mc:l effect. 

RtlJ.l!OrS concerning a coalition gove-rnment hava been giv2n C.'om~ c:':'edence 

uithin" t.he prO\Ti.nce" BO',,1GYGl", the popula.tion HE-,S also irrm!'eGSSQ by the 

good ARVN/GVN rea(~t.ion to t.ha va a'c,-tacko" 

as a rasul t of the TET offensive. P..out..s 1" is open t.hroughout the proy:\.nce, 

and commercial tx'affic continues to moye~ Hoi An is returning to nOTms,1 9 

a.nd p90pla Cal1 be seen moving freely du:dng the non-curie,.; hours of 0$00-

1600. 

BOroS modificationo Never.theless: there was optimism 'that t.he program could 

"1>i07'&.le ;lith:i.n the HDC gr'ou:ps 

VRS reported as be:Lng relat.ivsly higho 

~~ DJ. ,l.,k;./VN'v'J"11- I.-Ie. 
t;OfZ. J.Al"zs \oJ" Sil<jHONS 

Major~ as 
I CTZ Fld Evaluator 
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