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1 
The spring policical cr1S1S caused a serious disruption 

2 .11-
-i6Marine offensive operations at Da Nang. With the sudden 

3 D -arrival of the Vietnamese Marine battalions at the a Nang 
4 
-Air Base in April, the U.S. Marine regiments there suddenly 
5 
- found themselves with a new mission. They not only had to r 

£fight a war against the Communists but to p~vent one between 

I the goven~ment_ ~d~he ,,¥t:luft:eff::-e{Olonel 

~ Simmons compared the role of hi s regiment to that of ~the _ "ham 
9 
- in the sandwich, II the filler to absorb the shock of the iconfron-

10 . b hi' I ---tat1on etween t e two oppos ng s1des. 
11 This situation could only benefit the Communists. The 

12 9th Marines had to revert bo the defensive because of the 

13 great holes in the security of Da Nabg created behind it by 

14 the polarization of the ARVN forces into bwo rival factions. 

15 With the abandonment of several a' ,) , government~ outposts 

16 along Ro~te 4 together with the vast amounts of ammunition, 

17 the VC not only rearmed themse"'es at ~ol(,&nmen~xpeBse 
18 but reentered the area the Marines had just cleaTed ~ 

19 during Operation KINGS. 

20 On 16 April, an old enemy, the R-20 IlDoc Lap" Battalion, 

21'attacke~ one of Lieutenant Colonel Donahue's 2d Battalion 

~2 companies north of the abandoned 39thE~~nger outpost at 

Phong Thu. His Company :a, commanded by Captain lEverett S. Roane;" 
\! \ 

28 

had established defensive positions nortJ: of ~ute 4, and ( } 

a squad ambush south of the road. Suddenly at 0400, the enemy \ , 

opened up with 57mm Recoilless Rifle, 60mm mortar arid 8lmm mortar 

1 ... 
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1. f:L~~.c_SJI]1-lltaneously, the enemy launched two company-sized 

2ground assaults, one from the southeast and the other from the 

3 southwest. The attack from the south\vest, consisting of 

4 approximately l~O men liP purnl;)er, ran into the Marine a~"'eh 

Sand stalled. According to the Marine :unh!1 sb squad leader, 

6his men "shot 12-15 VC for sure--most likely more. II At dawn 

7the following morning, the squad found two enemy bodies in 
2 

firon of its positions. 

_e'L 

Th~ approximately LJO-man 

reached the north side of Route 

the --.Mar~ne companirls perimeter. 

~.f{" -
attacking f~ce from the south~ 

wetS 
~ but we&:e unable to penetrate 

As soon as the attack 

, force crossed the road, 

, 

!he VC were like ducks in a shooting gallery. 
Many VC were shot as they cros,;d the road 
and went down into the paddy i~ront of the 

2d Platoon. At one point, 22 VC bodies could 
be counted in that vicinity. Other VC were 
shot as they attempted to remove bodies. 
During lulls in illumination, bodies would 
be removed and more VC would cross~\-t>ad, 
there would be more bodieso 3 ~ 

Upon the arrival of Marine aerial observers overhead and 

-with responding Marine artillery fire, the enemy supporting 
, 
"mortars and recoilless rifles fell silent. The ve ground 

:assault1 dissipated and the attacking force broke up into 

"small groups. Enemy probes continued along the Marine 
II 

-company perimeter but, this most:,like!y. ~s to cover the co1-

~lection of VC casualties and the withdrawal orthe main force." 4 
., 0- -G'''~' ' , (_, c./ ,.":';" 

At first light, the Marines UBeOVi 12 enemy bodies, 
- 2t.. - ------- ---~-= 

2 
27 

28 
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3 
----, 

1 blilt estimated killing:,<;tIlother 63. The Marine company had 

2 not gone unscathed. Company H suffered seven dead and 

137 wounded, largely as a result of the:'~I;en~~g enemy 

4 recoilless rifle and mortar attack. 5 

5 
J~ M"/~k~ 

DQQSqpt1i.j;t.se:.-:tt;;;R~@!-41!:!'t!C~iln]fP;x:rJOlMa:r.t~yrS'seE't:Lt;b3a~c'k](:-tL:t::orli:"tt:"l!e~e~f~f~e!'ll~l:si ve I t he 9th 

~Marines resUmed the initiative in mid-April following the 
S ~It. t\c/Jo-l.(' 'h 

I temporary a8ft811CU£llL of the political crisis. Originally, 
1\ 

~the regiment planned to follow KINGS wish a one battalion 

~operation in the An Hoa Region below the confluence of the 

lQ. Ky Lam and Thu Bon beginnin1t.on 10 April. Thus, the Marines 
. ' .. ' n1J! A.,. HOA"'ctfr,[ 'r..,J~,.. 

~ would carry out General Walt' s promi se to Mr. Can ' 4r Me+: J 
t~~~)A 

12111 MAF would protect the industrial complex located there. 
A. n· __ "· __ • ____ -----.... -.-- _ ••• ________ • 

13 Although temporarily postponing the operation, code named 

14 GEORGIA, the 9th Marines' completed its revised operational 

15 order on 14 April. 'I'he mission was assigned to Lieutenant 
6 

16 Colonel Taylor's 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. 

With the completion of the planning, the 9th Marine~ 
. _ _ t".-Utl' "-0' t ., r 

17 

18 battalions began the preliminary prepar~ti()l1s ~ __ tJ::1e __ o~ration. 
, - . . ,- It 

190n 18 April, Lieutenant Colonel Kelley's 2d Battalion, 4th 

20Marines~ which had arrived at Da Nang &81ao: qUi -eeri three days 
eec. 21earlier, relieved the 3d Battalion on the western flank of the 

~29~h ~~rines area of operations. Both Lieutenant Colonel \ , .' 

23Donahue's 2d Battalion and Taylor's 3d Battalion then reentered 

24the former KINGS area of operations in conjunction with ARVN 

2Sand Vietnamese militia -- . 
260nly to erradjcate the 
- al\d 

forces. Thei~ assig~t~s hot 

• VC but to determine suitable LVTr·"",t' 

27c~OSsing sitesA assembly and resupply 
",,0"'-points :i.R lila deli. W:" 

288M~p8.~ the forthcoming operation~ 
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1 Although the operat~on had not officially begun, Lieutenant 
2 - Colonel Taylor established :~forwa~~~.ea\:: the An Hoa airstrip 

Helicopters from MAG-16 lifted the command group 1 on 20 Apr.l. 

4 and Company L from Marble Mountaim while Air Force C-l23s, 
5 as in Operation ;MALLARD, flew in an artillery battery, Battery 

6 F, 2d Battalion, 12th tXarines. 

7 On the 21st, the designated date for the start of the 

8 operation. yhe rear head~ters and two rifle companies, 

9 supported by Company g ~ArnPhibian Tractor Battalion and ~ 
10 a platoon of LVTHs, movea overland toward the objective area. 

11 A third Marine company, Company I, arrived at An Boa by 
~' Cit tec..J. , 

12 helicopter. Air orce traspports brought :In .. nothOI! 10Smm 
, - 1*\' 

13 artillery battery j Battery B/~rS'C--:aattalion, 12th Marines. 

14 Both fixed-wing transports and helicopters continued to fly 

15 in supplies for the An Hoa buj.}.dup. Qn 22lAprii Co~pany 

16 L linked up with the LVT convoy after the latter had crossed 

17 the Thu Bon River. 

18 With the establishment of the An Boa base, the battalion 

19 began the second phase of its operation/. Lieutenant Colonel 

20 Taylor had divided the 
,..i",U 

21 defined companyATAORS. 

An HOB Region ~W§e· ~t;~"~;"".~' into 20 we'l 

The Marines in conjunction with 

22 local ARVN and South Vietnamese popular Forces began a 
Ii. r,r;~ II S. . 

23 series of scrubbing end seaLcli dnEl eeBElen uei .... s, similar 

24 to those tactics used in Operation KINGS. Combining the 

25 County, Fair ~echn'ique withQ6LDEN FLEECE operations, the 

26 
4 

27 

28 
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5 

1 Marines attempted to secure the fsurroundin~ hamlet;: ti:O" •• 

it. • rJ~"" , 
· 2 the An Hoa base ~ that the industrial complex there could 

~come a viable r~lity. 
4 Despite the fact that intelligence indichted the presence 

· ~f the'VC V-2S i5th VC) , :'Battalion in the western sector -----:.,:-.:. ..• ,-. ... 
· ~of the GEORGIA zone of action, that area between the VU Gia, 

land Thu Bon Rivers, the Marines encountered little opposition 

· §through the end of April except in the form of ha~SSing fire 

~nd mines. Marine aerial observers and a platoon of re­

llbonnaissance Marines from the 3d Reconnaissance Battalion 
" uV" r t I te ~'-:--__ ~ 

1: tn.!lj i'~ of the operatl.~ accounted for most of the VC 

12 carualties at this stage. HQQJiiQ!:!'ifJ ~'iI .9A8 9~'ft UiUi'ikR88 

13.cpmmDpd Cbrgnono1ggy for Apr:U, ttiM! .!U-r observers and .... -14 Reconnaissance Marines "frequently detected movement of 

~ small enemy~o~~es at lo~g range and directed artil~ery 

16 fire at the VC with t~lling effect.1I 7Major Samuel M. Morrow, 

17 the commander of the provisional artillery group at An Hoa, 

18 commented that although some livery fine targets were observed 

19 and some excellent missions fires ••• l. there was a tend~ncy 
C't ... ....... C.01l1'1 iIIIII .$or#1II ce ~ /f"# ties.] 

20 odthe part of these untrained observers to enter fire for 
'1 

21 effect too early and attempt to 'chase the target' rather 
8 

22 thail reenter the adjustment phase •• ~' Yet the reconnaissance 

23 outposts on the southern and western fringes of the GEORGIA 

24 operating area controlled 3~ artillery missions and six 

25 fixed-wing airstrikes upon 'fargets of opportunity:~through-C~; 

26 end of the operation. These resulted in at least 30 enemy 
9 

27 dead."&lil: pl8db),¥ .11=1. fdat F'J __ 

28 
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5 

1 Marines attempted to secure the fsurroundin~amlet .. s .r'SiQUIlIi 

;.. OW." - -
~ the An Hoa base .. that the industrial complex there could 

lecome a viable r~litY. 
4 Despite the tact that intelligence indicated the presence 

~f the VC ~,(5th VC) BattS\l.ion in the western sector 

£of the GEORGIA zone of action, that area between the Vu Gia 

7 and Thu Bon Rivers, the Marines encountered little opposition 

~hrough the end of April except in the form of ha~SSing fire 

~nd mines. Marine aerial observers and a platoon of re-

!9bonnaissance Marines from the 3d Reconnaissance Battalion 
~flt;(~,tl" ~ 

J: hi 4%. ~~. the operation, accounted for most of the VC 

12 cas'Jalties at this stage. .""'sssdiM!I 88 'Ill!! 9th 1J&£iii@S 

13 It en?" 'illS!! SiiOil4i ''if #; ,E s* 11 j lIb~ir observers and 

e~ 14rconnaissance Marines "frequently detected movement of 

15 small enemy forces at long range and directed artillery 

16 fire at the VC witht~lling effect. II 7 Major Samuel M .. Morrow, 

17 the commander of the provisional artillery group at An Hoa, 

18 commented that although some "very fine targets were observed 

J.9 and some excellent missio~ fires. • .! there was a tendency 
'-' ". ,.. ,t "W\ -i ~, .flee "'''''''tt,cC 

20 orr the part of these untrained observers to enter fire for 
A 

21 effect too early and attempt to 'chase the target' rather 
8 

22 than reenter the adjustment phase ... ~I Yet the reconnaissance 

23 outposts on the southern and western fringes of the GEORGIA 

24 operating area controlled 3f artillery missions and six _.,-

2S fixed-wing airstrikes upon targets of opportunity tt~ 1!lIle 

26 

27 

28 

end a.t th Ip6Z uL:iwa a These resulted in at least 30 enemy 

dead';.e;70 Ii LttY 'QI.s: t1! 1I;j;r::! a' .. • sf: ea 9 .. ,' >'l-" 
C" .... , 1'4=. J.,.ia, .,

, 
• t '.Qa'~ 

-: 0"; : ~ ;'" 'f 
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6 

1 The heaviest action in,.GEORGIA occ~r~edon 3 May. Captain 

~George W. Grigg$' Company se 3d Battalion, 9th Marines, which 

l~ had just relieved another co~pany in the operation, prepared 

i to cross the Thu Bon.,' ~ts opjectivl?was the hamlet .,., .. -ceJ ~ .. r-.---~~·· - '-

~ of Phu Long (l~"on the northern bank of the river in the 

~northwest sector of the GEORGIA operating area. uuring the 

I river crossing, an estimated~ne to two company enemy force, 

~ later identified as from the ubiquitous R-20 Battalmon, opened 

~ fire upon the Marine company mounted in LVTs. In a four-hour 
'. last.11l$J ____ ----, 

10 fire fight through the afternoon, Grigg~s company, reinforced 
~ Ie .' 

11 by two other Marine infantry companies and supported by an 

g air strike and artillery,finally ::;ecuredPhu Long (1). LWJrH~ 

13/which acco~panied the Marine~ in the river crossing, brought 

14 direct fire upon the enemy poSitions -""!id aecoLding Eo LIte 9EQJ~~IA -- ~\' 

~u" U 15 ~~GtiQI1 ftepe~ ~ instrumental in neutralizing enemy -- ~ . 10 
16 fires and preventibg more casualties." During the engagement, 

. .." 

17 Marines suffered five dead and 54 wounded. They killed'" 1'1 

18 of the VC and estimated they inflicted another 100 casualties 

19 on the enemy. 

20 Although technically ending on 10 May, GEORGIA, like KINGS 

21 before it, was in reality an extension of the Marine area 

22 of operations. Lieutenant Colonel Pauw C. Trammell, who 

23 relieved Lieutenant COl~l Taylor three days earlier, continued 

26 

27 

28 

to maintain 'n~d post and ~wo _rifle companies reinforced .b.y 

an artillery battery from the 12th Ma:rines.at the An Hoa base. 
-f ,..vt.., "" A~"'I" ~ "r, 

The comparative box score of enemy losses as opposed to'-~~ne 
f\ 

casualtie~ showed 103 confirmed 
VC dead at a cost of 9 Marines 

killed and 94 Wounded. 
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1 

2 

3 
Section 2 

4 
The May Ky Lam Campaign 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 ~ 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

24 

25 

2G 

27 

28 
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7 
1 

Taking advantage of the tenuous truce in the political 
2 

situation, Colonel Simmons, in the meantime, pub~i~n:ea: on 

l~an for a renewed offensive above the Ky Lam. Named 
4 O~ 0 __ • ~ , ~ - -~ -- - W A-.t t~ ~e 

- after that river, the Ky Lam campaign 8.1'.755 ~ a three 

5 phased advance·' I~to clear _the regimental zone of action of 

6' organized resistance south to the line of the Thu Bon-Ky 
7------. -- .-.-- -- .. --.. -- 11 
- Lam-Dien Binh-Cau Lau-Hoi An Rivers. II At the end of 
8 -
jMaY, the forward battalions were to reach Phase Line BROWN, 

~ an i~~~~tartingfrOm b~low_Dai Loc in the west i - ------ ------- -_. - -. -, 

10 and then largely following the Thanh Quit-La Tho'_-.lliv:ers_ 

Ij . 
eastward with the exception of a 2,000 meter-wide horse-shoe 

1 

I! 

the regiment would begin the second phase of the operation, 

securing all of Route 4 west of Route 1 and extending the 

1~ Marine lines down to the Ky Lam. During July, the 9th Marines .! 

\ 
11 in the final phase of the campaign would advance southward 

Ie in the region east of Route I and incorporate the city of 

19~ Hoi An in its area of responsibility. 12 

20 Simmons":' ~;~~t~f "o;;a~~ons for ;h~ offensive c~lled bO..1 

21 for tne same Ilscrubbingll tactics used in KINGS and 

22 GEORGIA. He furthermore directed his subordinate _b?~~a~;~ns 

23 lito deploy their companies in a diamond configuration, terrain 

24 permitting and eo employ all sUPl~rting arms imaginatively 

25 d . 13 an vl.gorously.1l Colonel Simmons later explained that the 

2~ failure to use air. and artillery in the past had resulted in 

27 needless Marine casualties. He believed that the Mmerican 

28 command had to take a realistic attitude toward civilian 
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1 casualties. The selective employment of supporting arms 

2 did not by itself increase the number of civilian killed~~ 

3 and mounded but did cause the inhabitants of contested 

4 hamlets to abandon their homes.~,~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~ons viewed ~e ref~U1tg~e~e~,-.h~~O~~~~~~~~=-C;~~ 
6 lIa person who has made his election to move over 

'f\ ... re.f- "'t,e~J 
7 to our side. II ~ removal from the hamlets in the 

8 uncleared area made the Marine task in ddentifying and 

9 eradicating the VC that much easier. The cost of housing, 

10 feeding, and later rebuilding the hamlets of these 

11 refugees if necessary was considered a mmnimal pri~e to 

12 pay. 14 

13 For the Ky Lam Campaign, Colonel Simmons had at the 

14 beginndmg of May four infantry battalions·~"'=lQ 'Mfa:lltry~-
. . 'i- I...c..6 L. . 

c~Jnder hi s direct operational control. . 'OiiaeL. lds-e 

~oJiUliaud -wi!J!e the 20 ~alion, 4tl'l. Ma~~nes and .all three 

15 

------------- ------
18 An Hoa Reg ion. Lieutenant Colonel William H. Doehler'~st 

~9 Battalion, 9th Marines, which had been the Da Nang Base 

.20 Defense Battalion, became available for the campaign when 

21 relieved by Lieutenant Colonel Dorsey's 3d Battalion, 3d 

~2:.Marines. Doehler's battalion took oy~r from Dorsey's the 
. ...:::.. ;:. ";:i • 

2.3 responsibility"for the 9th Marines western sector. 

24 The heaviest figh~inq in the f:irst stages of the 

25 campaign occurred in Doelhler's zone of action. On 1'0 

20 
May, he had established ahe battalion's forward command 

27 

28 
8 
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9 

1 post in Dai Lec. His Company B, commanded by Captain 

2 NormanE. Henry, was in position on the eastern banm 

3 of the Vu Gli,-3,SOO ~eters south of Dai Lec to provide 

-=- a cover_ing force f.or units departing the 

5 GEORGIA area of operations. T-ba~~t-_-m-o-r-n~i-n-g-t--C-o-~~~y------~~ 

6 A, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines, Which had been under 

7 the operational control of the 3d Battalion durin~peration 
~-=~~~_~/~ . 

8 GEORGIA, (crossed tn:e-vu\Jia--i.-n'1~.vTS of the.J.et AmphaDl.an 

s-~ra_c:t""""OrBattalion_ anc:J. fejoined its parent. battalion_at,? 

1C----r>ai LOc. Followi:ng the river crossing; co~y A prepared 

11 for a clear!no_operation aroueD Dai ~oc District mown 
while Henry's company made .... preparations for a similar 

12 
operation in southern Dai Doc above the Thu Bon. Allied 

13 -------=' 
intelligence indicated that the R-20.Battalion had re-

14 

15 
infiltBated this area. A report 'received_on Ii May stated 

that a company of the enemy battalion was located in the. 
16 ---. 

hamlet of Do Nam near a small £inger lake~~proXimate~y 
17 

2 000 t. h :t:~C • . t . 15 
1b 

I me ers nort east o.a. ompany B s POSl. l.ons. 

On the morning of 12 May, one of Henry's patrols 
19 

unexpectedly came upon the enemy. The l4-man squad 
20 

had depareed the company CP at <?630,. movingl.n an 
21 

easterly direction. One hour later, the patrol reported 
22 

that it had come under small arms fire and captured a VC 
23 

suspect. After encountering not further resistance, the 
24 

Marines continued their patrol. At 0830, the squad leader 
25 ;c. 

radioed back that a water buffalo was in ~ path. Captain 
20 

.---~ 

Henry ordered the squad to avoid the animal, but "if threatened 
27 

by it, they were given permission 
28 to shoot." In the d I squa s 
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10 

1 next report about one~hal~urlate~ the Marines stated tljat 
... ,- -" 

2 
'we:fC-

they had wounded the buffalo and giving chase to finish it 
(1\ 

.3 off. Fiffeen minutes later, the patrol reported receiving 

4 harassing fire and seeing Viet Cong fl!eing to the east 

5 "and that the patrw1 was giving physical pursuit. II The 

6 patrol b,ader asked ~or~ supporting mortal:' fire ;--Company-, 

7 Bls mortar section fired one Slmm round but the patrol 

8 was unable to observe its impact. Captain Henry ordered 

9 his mortars to cease firing, fearing 
. , h'f 

that they I~ hit 
his 

1 0 ~-oWB---men-. About that time. the cQmpany lost radio 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

contact with the patrol. 

The Company commander then sent out a second squad 

to followt the route of the lost patrol. This second squad 

also came under small arms fire and mortar fire itself. The 

Marines countered with supporting' mo+"tar fire_fmmn._the~y­

base ar¥a,~siIencl.ng tne enemy's weapdfH3-~ About 1030, the 
~tJ'h'" ~. J,.,.,. ~. 

t:aactisA l'e'fi!rei heard a 'heavy volume of sm~ll arm¥ fire, 

18 mortars, M79s, and hand grenades due east of their position," 

19 near the vi1~age of Do Nam. Be1i~ng that be had found the, 

20 miSSi1l9~~{h~ pa:~leeUie,. asked for an aeJi::tal observer. 

21 Although no Marine observation aircraft was qvailable, 

22 "an Army AO laerial obserbe~ happened into the,..:::, an) 

23reported an apparent firefight,tI near Where-t~~ l!et!!e~ion squad 

had last ,radioed its position. The Army aircraft dropped 

2sa red smoke grenade in the village of Do Naro and fired 

20 four rockets into a trenchline in ftJlmt of the Marine;,SYeacLion 

~-!..rKcol. Makin~ another -passJ OvEr LLE FeagtinQ squad, the 
tf:.(-----" . / 
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1 Army AO threw out two messages to the Marines below, informing 

2 them that there were some 20 VC in the trenc~linQ • 

.3 'By this time, Captain: Henry decided to move the 

4 rest of his company to suppprt his embattled Marines. At 

5 1145 he had established a 500 meter defensive line near 

6 the village of Boa Tay, approximately 500 meters southwest 

of t~~a~on squad. The Company commander then ordered 

8 the ~satien squad, which had suffered five heat casualties, 

to pull back to the compant lines. By 12JO, the entire 

7 

9 

10 company was heavily engaged with the~VC.r The c9,II1Pany"'-s---e-~ 

11 and 60mm mortars failed to silence the enemy's \veapfins 

12 and Henry asked for artillery .suQport : and an air s~~~e • 

.L,J 10110\v1n9 a "hoI \!- art~iIe;y~Ft,rg1he 2iB Battalion, 

14 fl2th Marines, the action d~ed down for about 20 minutes. 

15 At 1300, the enemy-openad_ up with i~_tensive small arms 

16 and mortar¢ fi're but U this time the fiBSe seetdYfl" 

17 -. F-4w from VMFA-532 were overhead. These ,first strikes 

- Hj on the entrenched VC in Do Nam once ,more temporarily 

------------------------~~' -----
19- stopped the enemy. 

20 
Following the air strike, about 1320, Captain Henry's 

21 
1 an open fie1.d towara-

22 their lines. Henry ordered lI~base of fire and mortar fire II 

to cover the two men. Both Marines were from the lost 
23 

24 

25 

20 

27 

28 

patrol and badly wounded. The company commanded asked 

them before they went under sedation ~re the other members 

of their squad were. The men vaguely pOinted in4Vgeneral 

direction to the northeast and stated they were all dead. 

11 
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1 Before being overrun, the two wounded men clai~d that 

2 the patrol had killed 30 of the enemy. 

3 Despite poor communication, Lieutenant Colonel Doehler 

4 had fo&lowed the course of the Companyt B action. Through 

5 IIfragments of information which had I ~i.~ted through, II the ,Marim 

6 battalion commanded~ believed that his company had encountered 

the R-20 ~ttalion. He had just rece1ved an intelligence 

8 report that two comp?nie~ of the R-20 had reinforced the 
-~. -0 ~ '- ~~. 
9 ~ company e.f thQ 8'R8w ;r hattalion with the mission lito ambush 

10 Marine unit:e~ng in the area. II Doehler ironically 

11 remarked iA R~8 hfLa! heciQD ae~ert that since Company 

12 B was heavily engaged at the time, lIit-as consitdered 

to be an accurate if not timely report. 1I 

13 

14 Shortly after l330, ' the 1st, Battalion cormnander decided 

15 to reinforce his Company B. After some initial problems 

16 in obtaining helicopter support, he moved ,.co~y ~ and 

17 
a platoon from Company A to l±nk up with Henry·s company. 

By 1815, the three Marine units had consolidated a:360_ 
18 

degree defensive perimeter around the ham&et of Hoa Tay. 
19 

20 
By this time, Marine air and artillery had broken 

the bask of enemy resistance. Fixed Wing aircraft, 
21 

including F-4s, F-8 Crusaders, and A-4s from VMFA ·-532, 
22 

23 

24 

VME(AW)-235, and VMA-211 respectively, joined Uti-l'E gunships 

from' VMO-2 in 27 close air support mission( .. Nine airstrikes 

25 were run at one-half hour intervals:_.em-W-oyingrlm, bombs, 

rockets)and 20rnrn cannon. The 2,t;:tt;liol1~~les 
26 + had fired 242 rounds of 105rnrn and 155rnrn rounds i upport 
27 

28 12 
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13 

1 of the infantry. The combination of air and artillery 

2 apparently inflicted heavy casualties on the ve. Accormmng 

to Doeh1~~ the supporting arms served to dis­

organize the enemy,:' forcing him to ,break up his forces 

3 

4 

5 

6 

into small groups. Laeer interrogation of the vi11agers 

revealed that these small bands of VC had taken a~vantage of 

the darkness.and slipped back across the Thu Bon dur~he 

night of l~ May. They 'had~~~s~veral civi1ians~n fhe 

9 'hamlets t? c~rry their dead and wounded. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

On the morning of 13 May, Lieute~nt Colonel Doehler 

moved his forward CP into Hoa Tay and prepared to 

conduct a two-company search and~cleas o~ra~ion. That 

afternoon Company B recovered the 12 bodies of the missing 

Marines near the western .tip of the small finger lake. 

For the next two days, the battalion carried out a series 

of cordon and searches int the'3,OOO square meter area 

16 + of souther ',.ai Loc District containing the hamlets of moa 
17 

Tay, Giao Thuy (3) and Giao Thuy (2). 
18 

This en~e sector consisted of a series of highly 

19 fortifed ~~t"'fnterspersed with large open areas used 
20 

for rice and other crops. Lieutenant Colonel Doehlee described 
~J ~~ ... ,~1.r~~~~~-~~~~-----'i"~.1 'f! '.' . c' . • 

the ~._'de-f-ense.s:-a'!I-;formida}jle, observ~ng. 
_L-=-.~ 

. A complex network of trenches 
23------------ surrounded each of the villages. 

, In many cases, communications trenches 
24' 

25 

20 

27 

28 

---===~~. from village to village. These extenut::u , .' , 
trenches' typ~callY were four to s~x 
feet deep with firing positions located 
every few meters. At the bottom,of the 
trenches, tunnels were dug back ~nto 
the ground to provide overhead cover. • 
In some places bamboo lined bunkers were 
found ~ some of which were under Jc?und 

11 
and some above ground • 
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1 The Marines found the villagers of Boa Mam and 
-- -~----- ~ 

2 Giao Thuy "cooperative and fairly talkative as long 

, 
as they were alone 

CJv-
with interpreter and an interrogator." 

~ . 

~ They told I what they knew about VC movements in the area 

~ and in several cases volunteered the names of VC guerrillas 

t living in their hamlets. 

The Marine battalion was unable to take advantage. 

~ of this intelligence.~e renewal of t15epoI:lt~car---'crisis 

S on 15 May, signalled py the_arriuil of the South Vaetnames~, 

IGMarines at Da Nang, forced Lieutenant Colonel Doehler 

Ilto cut short the operation on that date. Once more the 

12South Vietnamese ARVN units south of-va Nang became 

13 polarized into op~sin9factions and abandoned their outposts 

14 along Route 4. Lieutenant Colonel Doehler moved his 

15 CP back to Hill 55 and his battalion was again on the 

16. defensive. 

17 During these first two weeks in May the other 9th Marines 

18 battalions also conducted similar scrubbing actions in their 

~9 respective sectors but encountered only sporadic harassing 

20 fires and mines. With the renewed political troubles in 

21 Da Nang, they too returned to their former positions. The 

!~regiment's offensive had 9round to a halt. Nevertheless, , 

2jDoehler's battalion in the three day period from 12-15 

24May claimed to have killed 57 of the enemy_ One later 

2~intelligence source indicated that the VC casualties may 

2~have been as high as a 150 dead. The Marine battalion 

27 suffered 15 dead, 17 wounded, and 10 non-battle casualties. 

28 14 
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1 
With the Marines on the defensive, the enemy at·tempted 

2 
to exploit the chaotic situation south of Da Nang caused 

by the political crisis. On 21 May, the 1st Battalion, 
4 

9th Marines met the R-20 Battalion again. The enemy unit 
5 

had infiltrated the hamlet of An Trac, a former model 
6 

village for Marine Corps civic action, located northwest of 
7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1J .t4A 

J-_1 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

", -..I. 
L_ 

24 

25 

20 

27 

28 
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15 

l--~--·-~-~------~~~-~ .----

Hill 55. 
2 

Beginning at 1115 as a Company C squad contact 

with AD to 50 ve,50D meters across the Yen River from 
3 

1 An Trach (I), the fighting escalated into a ,-f~;e-r~c~e--~------~ 

5 engagement 

: In ~- sevell 
6 

extending across both bakks of the r.iver. 
Co/~k€'i 

hour battle,- Lieutenant; Dash er I s Companies 
1\ ~ 

A and C,reinforced by SPARROWHAWK squads and M-48 tanks 
7 ~ 

.'~ 

8: and supported by air and artillery,defeated two companies 

of the s.::1.Q. 
9: 

According to the 3d Marine Division account: 

12' 

13 

14 

15 

In the initial stages of the contact, 
the Viet Cong fought from trenches 
until they were overrun by Marines. 
Later,Viet Cong were seen attempting to 
run from the Marines, even digging 
frantically, to evade contact with 
Marine units. During the later stages 
••• the Viet Cong became very confused 
and appeared to be without leadership. 16 

In that day's fighting, the battalion killed 53 of the 

enemy and possibly another 83¥ but suffered 12 dead and 
1~ 17 

17 

18 

31 wounded. 
, 

Colonel Simmons observed that all of the 
("e. $ '" reJ 

~t~ regiment's significant contacts during May ~ 

19 CJ!!~~~0 t " va initiative. The enemy would begin 
20 

the action whe~ the Marines were initially at a disadvan-
21 h~ ..... ~-eV~ 
--I tage either because of ~ or terrain and in some cases 
22 

The Marines, nevertheless, eventually because of path. 
23\ attamned the upper hand. For the entire month, the 
24 

9~9·Marines killed over __ 27 0 of the enemy while sustaini~ __ __ 
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, 
( 

.. c tM ..--1-'6 
The 9th !'!a.rines commander remarked fIl liie- IVlay &liilli"OR018~!'f' 

1\ 

3 upon the considerable: increase a~en~incidents during the 

4 . month and ~owed, after taking into consideration other 

5 
factors, that this upsurge was due to lithe increased 

6 
freedom of mov~men~\enjoyed by the Viet Cong in many 

7 
outlying areas as the result of diminished GVN military 

activitmes during the period of political instability • 
8 

AS a result, the regiment failed to reach Phase Line 
9 

BROWN on 31 May and the Ky Lam campaign was behind 
10 18 

schedule. 
11 

12 

1J 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2 ~. 

24 

25 
16 

2t:, 

27 

28 
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4 - month and allowed, after taking into consideration other 

factors, that this upsurge was due to lithe increased 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1B 

19 

20 

21 

freedom of movement-enjoyed by the Viet Cong in many 

outlying areas as the result of diminished GVN military 

activities during the period of political instability • 

As a result, the regiment failed to reach Phase Line 

BROWN on J1May ana the Ky Lam Campaign was behind 
18 

schedule. 
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1 With the surrender of the Struggle F'orces atDa Nang 

2 and the achievement of some stability there, the 9th 

3 Marines once more renewed its offensive in coordination 

4 with the South Vietnamese. On 2 June, Colonel Lap, who 

5 had l:"eplaced Ccblonel Yeu as the Quang .'Va Special; Sector 

6 Co~ander, ,visited Colonel Simmons at the latter's CP. 

7 The South Vietnamese cummander wanted the ;9tli Marines 
te.'5c.1IM e ' 

to "gip 9Ree iliozeCOUNTY FAIR operations in the five 8 

9 village pacification area. He assured Simmons that at 

10 least one battalion from the 51st AR1m~ Regiment would 

11 be committed to the pad::d::fication campaign. Following 
re" I', e.. cl jJO r:r:i 0 1I.r tJf-

I ? Lap's visit, Colonel Simmons'metie seHle rCT:ie:issIUJ. Ee his - , 1\' . 
13 previous~s. On 5 June, fie <tl-rected his battalions 

14 to renew-COUNTY FAIR Operations '~unction with the 

15 ARVN and extended the deadline for the attainment of 
-f"l"o-', ~"7 19 

16 Phase Line BROWN" to 20 JuneV'ice-11 )4ay. 

17 
At this juncture, General Kyle decided ,to transform 

the 9th Marines Ky Lam campaign into a full division-size 
18 

offensive, calling for "a conventional linear type attack 
19 

of all forward units to push the front lines forward • • • 
20 

21 
in a deliberate search and clear operation to include the 

cordon and search of every hamlet in the zone 
22 

1/ . . '. . He 

diviaed the Da Nang TAOR into three sectors, the cleared, 
23 

the semi-cleared, and the uncleared. The cleared area 
24 

included the main airfield, Marble Mountain, and the 
25 
26 : immedl.atel:~rrain surrounding the airbase. ';l'ha~ portion: 

of the .DaNang.TAOR that extended from the Cau Do to the 
27 . 

• __ ._-- ---__ ALt 
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in 
Thanh Quit rtiver t¢ the south and reaching three to 
J./tI~ 
~ kmlometers into the high ground to the north and to 

the westrof the Air Base was' designa~ed ~he semi-cleared 

area. The uncleared sector consi stedt, i of'· that reg~on ' 
. . . d ~ d -----=--~ 

between the La Tho-Thanh Quit Rivers ~ the banks of the 

" Ky Lam-Thu Bon. Phase Line GREEN, the final objective 

area, largely paralleled the line of the latter two rivers. 

8 The 3d Marine Division commander directed that enly minimum 

9 forces be positioned in the rear and set the target date 

10 for reaching Phase Line GREEN as 30 June. 20 

11 The continuing arrival of Marine reinforcements 

12 allowed General Kyle to make this kind of all-out effort. 

13 On 28 May, the 1st MP Battalion arrived at Da Nang from 

14 the United States and reliev~d the 3d Ba~talion, 3d Marin~s 

~~ of its ~irfield security mission. The latter battalion 

16 then returned to the operational control of its parent 

regiment, taking over the 3d Marines western TAOK. For 

~--~--------------.-------~ . 
18 9nce,Colon~1 Harold A. Jiayes, who had rel~eved Colonel 

eQnt mill ",,I -t:'..f 
Fisher on 16 April as 3d Marines commander, had~a1l 19 

~~~~~~~==~---20 three of hi s battalions, "Rael! 1x!isli "'iHlRlilRa. : Other. reinforce-
;: 

21 ment.s .were~eduled tO'arrive at Da Nang or were alread¥,. 

22 in place., Co~onel Bryon B. Mitchell was slated to transfer 

his {st.Marines headquarters from Chu Lai to Da Nang in June 23 

24 and in fact two of his battalions, the 1st and the 3d, had 

--------~----~-~ 
25 already made the move by the end of May. The ~ 3d ,3att.alion,.:·: 

2t:. 1st-Marines . pad arrived at, Da NanC;L!:)n'"'"22 May while the 

27 1st Battalion arrived on 31 May. Both battalions were 
--: 
28 18 
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1 . tempOrarily --under the operational control of the 9th 

2 'Marines with the 3d Battalion in regimental reserve. The 

31st Battalion upon its arrival relieved the regiment's 

4 eastern flank battalion, the 2d Battalion, 4th Marines, 

5 which ~ rejoined its parent regiment at Phu Bal. 

6 General Kyle could expect to have at Da Nang by 

7 mid-June thEee Marine infantry regiments consisting of ei~ht 

8 battalions. He planned to ~educe the extensive 9th Marines 

9 TAOR_by bavino_ the __ lst _Marines assume control of that regiment' ~ 

10 eastern flank while the 3d Marines took over that part of 

11 the 9th. Marines TAOR west of the yen River. In effect, Kyle 

12 

IJ 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24. 

visualized almost a shoulder to shoulder advance to the 

Ky Lam. l11e operation, code named LIBERTY, was scheduled to 

begin on 7 June. with the 9th Marines bearing the brunt of 

the (campaign in its initial stages. 

Colonel Simmons modified his Ky Lam Campaign to 

conform with the division operation. He divised his 
.,Si"J,.4d 

TAOR into eRe company objective areas. His reserve battalion, ,. 
the 3d Battalion, 1st Marines,\'las to emphasize,with its 

three rifle companies, combined operations with ARVN 

and Vietnamese local forces in the five village pacification 

region located in the semi-cleared area. The 3d Battalion, 

9th Marines was to continue its two-c0.mpany holding ,action 
" , C'~ -r, ".. •. tu' t'I *' 
in the An Hoa Reglori~All '*" L1iC I!'ee~ .. 'irio!e infantry 

" ____ ._ . ___________ ~ ___ .:r--~-- ------ ~ -

25 companies \-mre assigned to the tlbBee forward battal-ions--the 1st 

2(;, Battalion, 1st Marines on the eastern flank,'-:.tJl€ 2d Battalion, 9th 

27 Marmnes in the center, and the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines on the western 

28 flank. Thus each forward battalion would consist of five infantry 

companies instead of the usual four, 
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19 

temporarily under the operational control of -the 9th 

Marines with the 3d Battalion in regimental reserve. The 

1st Battalion upon its arrival relieved th~ regiment's 

.eastern flank battalion, the 2d Battalion, 4th Marines, 

which .a:t. rejoined its parent regiment at Phu Bai. 
6 

7 

General Kyle could expect to have at Da Nang by 

mid-June thEee Marine infantry regiments consisting', of eight 
. I _ ... - - - -

8 battalions. He planned to !~e~uce the extensive 9tn Mar~nes 

TAOR_b¥ ba~ing_the __ Ist_MariDes_a~sume control of that regimental: 
~ 

10 eastern flank while the 3d Marines took :over .th,at part .of 

ll~~~~~~~---------the 9th Marine$.TAOR .west of the yen River. In effect, Kyle 

12 visualized almost a shoulder to shoulder advance to the 

13 Ky Lam. The operation, code named LIBERTY,: was scheduled to 
I 

14 begin on 7 June, with the 9th Marines bearing the brunt of 
__ :--~ __ -=-_~=;=::=;:=~-_c-=-=~---~-. ~ --.-_. -- --------

l2..; _the- (campaign in :its initial stages. --- --
16 - Colonel Simmons modified his Ky Lam Campaign to 

17 conform with the division operation.. He divided his 
... 'i~eJ 

18 TAOR into 9Re company objective areas. ;His reserve battalion, ,. 
19 the .3d Battalion, 1st Marines,was to emphasize,with its 

20 three rifle companies, combined operations with ARVN 

21 and Vietnamese local forces in the five village pacification 

22 region located in the semi cleared area. The 3d Battalion, 

23 9th Marines was to continue its two-company holding action 
r;;"''' e "-(1 ~ _. • lit.' fa ~ . 

24 in the An Hoa Region. All '* UiC Fee'e _, '-late infantry 

25 companies were assigned to the three forward battalions--

2G the 1st Battalion, 1st Harines on the eastern flank, the 2d 

27 Battal~on, 9th Marines in the center, and the 1st Battalion, 

28 9th Marines on the western flank •. Each of these battalions 
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~ 20 ~ 
~s Co ae~}ey three companies to the front and two to 

~. 
1 

2 the Eear. The advancing battalions were to secure R9ute 

.3 . 21 
4 by 20 June and4reecb_~b~ Ky Lam by the end of the month. 

4 Operation.LIBERTY Began on 7 June as scheduled with 

5 large preparatory artillery fires. Marine..:. artiJ.lery .~ 

---~.--.======-
6 neutralized.; 35 objective--a:reas in front of the advancing 

22 -initially:_--::-+ ____ --::-.,,------,, __ -:--::--__ _ 
7 infantry •. Th£':lmemy ~oun1:ered tIle Marine offensive with 

8 '.;W mincilr harassing sllal,l arms fire and ~ mines. These 

9 mines were the more deadly of the two. The most Significant . 
10 ~ incident occurred on 11 June in ':·the 9th Marines 

11 central sector. Captain Charles A. Reckwell's Company 

12 F, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines, encountered a large minefield 

13 in a grassy plot just south of the La Tho River. In two 

14 detonations, the company suffered three killed and 21 

15 wounded. While the wounded were being evacuated, four to 

16 five additional explosions occurred and the grass caught tift 

17 fire. Fortunately there were "no further Marine casualties. 

18 The folmowing day, the artillery fired a~ destruction 

19 mission which resulted in seven secondary explosions in 

20 that same gra.ssy field. 23 

21 On 15 June, ,the divis10n completed i~s .pl;,ann§d realignment 

22 oft·reg.imental-:-torces in the TAOR. Colonel Mitchell 
-~'------

assumed operational control of his two .lst.~4rine battalions 
23 

-~- - - - - ------- -

24 and took over responsibility for the division's eastern 

25 flank from the 9th Marines. 
~ 

With a corres~nding 

20 redUction in the western sector, the 9th Marines' TAOR now 

.. consisted of 134 square miles, the regiment having lost nearly 
~7 : f" '~ 
2 .. square miles in the exchange. On this date as 
~" 

well, Colonel Simmons finally moved 'his command post to 
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1 Hill 55. 

2 With this adjustment of forces and sectors, the 3d 

3 Marine Division contin:u.~~l'scrubbingll actions in Operation 

4 '~The only se~ious enemy OPpOSitiQnjoCcl.1rre"lagain 

5 in the 9th Marines zone of action. On 18 June, Company 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

C, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines operating'some .2,000 ]Jleters 

below Dai Lec came under heavy mortar and small arms fire. 

suffering eight wounded. The companYfSked for supporting 

air and artillery which ended the enemy resistance. Lieutenant 

Colonel Donahue's 2d Battalion, 9th Marines uhderwent a 

similar attack on 22 June in thet hamlet of La Hoa(l), just 

east of the railroad and t,ooo meters above the Ky Lam. 

Marines once more. 'callsd upon supporting· arms, including 
. ~,~o&' 

naval gunfire from the U.S.S. Morton (DD-432), which was 
A 

offshore. to silence the enemy. By the end of the month, 

all three Marine ftegiments reached~ Phase Line GREEN 

. .) 

17 end_ ~11~. operation terrninateg. Tne--" VC 
-. 

resl.stance 

18 to the Marine advance ha~~~ ..{~in:::.~ 
19 The 9th Marines observed iA 168 gg~agQ gh5gA018~y tha 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

2(, 

27 

28 

the lack of major enemy resistance gave "plausibility to 

the thesis" that the momemtum of Operation LIBERTY prevented 

'" the ~~¢~tlv from gaining any degree of initiative and 

uprooted them "from what had been relatively a secure 
24 

operating area." That regiment alone claimed to have 

recovere~ 40 square miles from the VC. The Marines 

were once more optimistic about pacifying the extensive 
.l.'1 

Da ang enclave. 

21 
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1 NOTES 

2 Chapter 5 

3 The Advance to J:.he Ky Lam 

4 Unless otherwise noted the material in thi.s chapter 
is derived from: III MAF Ops, Apr-Jun661~MAF ComdCs, 

5 Apr-Jun 66~ 3d MarDiv ComdCs, Apr-Jun66~ ist MAN ComdCs, 
Apr-Jun66~ 9th Marines ComdCs, Apr-Jun66~ Simmons Presentation1 

6 Shore, "Marines in Vietnam, Jan-Jup661 II Simmons, IlMarine 
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Operations, 1965-66. II . 

Section 1 

April Actions and Operation GEORGIA 

Additional sources for this section are: III MAF Jnl 
File, Opn GEORGIA1 -m CoiridCs, _. _ . ~.. ~; 
Apr-May661 3/9 AAR,'Opn GEORGIA,' 20Apr-10May66, dtd14May 
66, hereafter 3/9 ZAR Opn GEORGIA. 

1. Simmons Presentation. 

2. 2/9 AAR for Company R engagement, dtd 16 Agr66~_Enc1 to 
9th Marines Sit Rep 106;V~td 16Apr66, Tab b , S1t Reps, ~: 
.Marines ComdC, Apr66.l\ . . , 

3. 

4. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

5. Ibid. 
~. 

6. See 3~ Mar. Div_.oICo 368-66 (GEORGIA), dtd 1 Apr66, Encl 3, 
3d Mar Div ComdC, Apr66 and ,9th Marines o~ 111-66, dtd 14 
Ap~~6, Tab li, 9th Marine,s ~omdC, Apr66. 

Jr~&I! 1\ ,~'~ , 7_., pp_. -:7-:7. 

8. 

9. 

Artillery Supplement, Encl 1, 3L9 AAR Gpn GEORGIA. 

Reconnaissance Supplement, Enc15~9 AAR Oon Georgia. 

10. Amphibian Howitzer Supplement, Enc1 4, 3/9 AAR Oon GEORGIA. 

11. 9th Marines ComdC, May 66, p. 3-1, 

. Section 2 

The May Ky Lam Campaign 

Additional sources for this section are: 1/9 ComdC, 
27 May66~ 2/9 ComdC, May661 2/4ComdC, May 66. 
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9th Marines· OPlan 118'-66 Ky Lam, dtd 4May66, 'fab h, 
Marine s comdC;~MaY66:' ~ 

9th Marines ComdC, May66, p. 3-1. 

§1mmons Presentation. 

. 15. 1,(9 AAR for unnamed opn, 9-15 May66, dtd 19May66, Tab 
~4, 1/9 ComdC, May66. The desc~ion of the 1/9 action below 

Dai Lac in the fo 110wing :~.,.,.ltll' is taken from this account 
~as supplemented by the 9tnMarines S-3 Jnl and Sit Reps. All 

quotations are from the 1/9 AAR. 
7 

16. 3d Mar Div Comde,~y66!c p •. 7. 
8 

17. 9th Marines ComdC, May66, p. 2-10. 
9 

18. Ibid., p. 3-2. The comparative figures for 
l~VC casualties for the month are found ori pp. 1-1 

11 Section 3 

Marine and 
and2-11'~fPtC'1;' ,.. .. ~ 

1 " L. Operation LIBERTY 
J. 

13 Additional sources for thts section are: 3d Marines ComdC, 
-·--Jun66~ 1st Marines ComdC, Jun66. 
14 
--- 19. 9th Marines FragO 153-66, dtd 2Jun66 and 9th Marines 
15 Fra~~ 156-66, dtd 5Jun66, Tab c, Frag Os, 9th Marines ComdC, 
- Jun66. 
16 
--. 20. 3d Mar Div OP,Cb 399-66, dtd 5Jun66, Enc~ 4, 3d Mar 
17Div ComdC, Jun06., . 

18 21.- See 9th Marines Fra~O l57A-66, dtd 6Jun66, Tab c, 
- FragOs and 9th Marines <?elan l18A-66 Ky Lam, Jun66, Tab g, 
19 9th Marines ComdC, Jun66. 

20,22. 9th Marines ComdC, Jun66 , p. 9-1. 
- dtd 11 Jun66, 
21 23. ~th Marines Sit Rep 162-66, Tab b, 9th Marines ComdC, 
-Jun66. A 
22 
-- 24. 9th Marines ComdC, Jun66, p. 2-4. 
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