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The spring political crisis caused a serious disruption
2gj‘lﬂarine offensive operations at Da Nang. With the sudden
.‘3'arrival of the Vietnamese Marine battalions at the Da Nang
éAir Base in April, the U,S. Marine regiments there suddenly
'éfound themselves with a new mission. They not only had to
'6'fight a war against the Communists but to pz_}event one between
Zthe govemnment

e SZr e reesl
and the m%etegs. Colonel
8

~ Simmons compared the role of his regiment to that of ‘the "ham

9 - e
—in the sandwich," the filler to absorb the shock of the iconfron-
0 1

19 tation between the two opposing sides.

L1 This situation could only benefit the Communists. The

12

==9th Marines had to revert to the defensive because of the

ngeat holes in the security of Da Nahg created behind it by

14 the polarization of the ARVN forces into btwo rival factions., .
15 with the abandonment of several eoigmiwp government#l outposts

16 along Route 4 together with the vast amounts of ammunition,

17 the vc not only rearmed themsehes at é’vzs,l{nmgn_?:xpease
-lfgbut reentered the area the Marines had"just cleafed gt
—l~2during Operation KINGS.

29 On 16 April, an old énemy, the R~-20 "Doc lLap" Battalion,

-_— :
_z.l_'attackeg one of Lieutenant Colonel Donahue's 2d Battalion

22 companies north of the abanddned 39th Ranger outpost at

Phong Thu. His Company H, commanded by Captain/ﬁvaerett S. Roane,:

: N ;
¢ had established defensive positions north of gcixute 4, and,

a squad ambush south of the road. Suddenly at 0400, the enemy \3\

opened up with 57mm Recoilless Rifle, 60mm mortar and 8lmm mortar

; 1
= _ x
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lfigg,ﬁﬁgmultaneously, the enemy launched two company-sized
soground assaults, one from the southeast and the other from the

ysouthwest., The attack from the southwest, consisting of

4 approximately 1960 men in-npumber, ran into the Marine amq@kh
and stalled. According to the Marine awkush squad leader,
ehis men "shot 12-15 VC for sure--most likely more." At dawn

7the following morning, the squad found two enemy bodies in

- 2
giron of its positions.

. —

; ) ﬁas[’
- The approximately LSb-man attacking fowce from the southwest

—1

w4s
reached the north side of Route 4,but weke unable to penetrate

J

the Marine cOmpangés perimeter. As soon as the attack ‘

- force crossed the road,

The VC were like ducks in a shooting gallery.
‘ Many VC were shot as they crossed the road
: : and went down into the paddy iaﬁront of the
‘ 23 Platoon. At one point, 22 VC bodies could
. be counted in that vicinity. Other VC were
shot as they attempted to remove bodies.
During lulls in illumination, bod;gs would
be removed and more VC would cross Ybaq,
there would be more bodies. 3

Upon the arrival of Marine aerial observers overhead and
Lwith responding Marine artillery fire, the enemy supporting
imortars and recoilless rifles fell silent. The V€@ ground
:assault% dissipated and the attacking force broke up into
;small groups. Enemy probes continued along the Marine
I~company perimeter but, “this most;iiiéi?fﬁas to cover the col-
:lection of VC casualties and the withdrawal of the main force. "4
At first light, the Marines ﬁgéé§7“ 12 enemy bodies

- — ~ —_— ,
o
2
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—_—————
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3
1 but estimated killing another 63, The Marine company had

2 not gone unscathes. Company H suffered seven dead and \\

e
Sa

3 37 wounded, largely as a result of the-opening enemy

4 recoilless rifle and mortar attack.

Jn mis-ppt

2  Despite-the—semporary—STCUICK—to—tts—offensive, the 9th
® Marines resumed the 1n1t1ative in mid~April following the

7 sr‘ hd"’O"‘( .

4 temporary deneuemt—ef the potitical crisis. Originally,

fa
8 the regiment planned to follow KINGS wigh a one battalion

2 operation in the An Hoa Region below the confluence of the
10Ky Lam and Thu Bon beginning-on 10 April. Thus, the Marines
CThe An Hoa |’_l;gj_(,LL_l€uJ¢r
er=thae-l

11 would carry out General Walt's promise to Mr. Cag;

Chat N
12111 MAF would protect the 1ndustr1a1 complex located there.
A e T T T

13 Although temporarlly postponmg the operation, code named

—
L3

GEORGIA, the 9th Marines completed its revised operational

!

—
wn

order on 14 April. The mission was ass:.gned to Lieutenant
6
Colonel Taylor's 34 Battallon, 9th Marines.

With the completion of the planning, ‘the 9th Marines¥
_____._____‘_u,_,_m’)‘ort
battallons began the preliminary preparat:.ons #£or the operat:.on.
»
90n 18 “pril, Lleutenant Colonel I<e11ey's 24 Battalion, 4th

I”l: > |

o

20Marines, which had arrived at Da Nang frem—ﬂhu-ba-l three days
g_l_earlier, relieved the 3d Battalion on the se%tern flank of the

9th Marines area of operations. Both Liepm

iw

23Donahue's 2d Battalion and Taylor's 3d Battalion then reentered

the former KINGS area of operations in conjunction with ARVN

i

ogand Vietnamese militia forces. Their assignment was hot

]
250nly to erradjcate the VC but to determine suitable LVTV VLY

: ., _an : fov ‘
27crossing 51tesn assembly and resupply points n—m-

c2pSumpert the forthcoming operationg
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Although the operaticn had not officially begun, Lieutenant

Colonel Taylor establishedfg_forwayangg‘at the An Hoa airstrip
on 20 Aprﬁl. Helicopters from MaAG-16 lifted the command group
and Company L from Marble Mountaih while Air Force C-123§

as in Operation MALLARD, flew in an artillery battery, Battery
F, 2d Battalion, 12th ﬁarines.

On the 21st, the designated date for the start of the
operation, fhe rear heada;grters and two rifle companies,
supported by Company B?éé Amphibian Tractor Battalion and dlIb
a platoon of BVTHs,fﬁaﬁéafﬁﬁéfigﬁavzgaggé the objective area.
A thiré Marine company, Company I, arrived at An Hoa by

) & _Secon
helicopter. Air orce trampports brought in anether-lOSmm

artillery battery; Battery B, I8t Battalion, 12th Marines.

Both fixed-wing transports and helicopters continued to fly

in supplies for the aAn Hoa bu;}dup.,,Qn 22?X§EII—C6mpany

L linked up with the LVT convoy after the latter had crossed

the Thu Bon River,
With the establishment of the An Hoa base, the battalion

began the second phase of its operationdﬁ Lieutenant Colonel

Taylor had divided the An Hom Region verer-ee @l into 20 we‘l

siaed '
deflned companxaTAORs. The Marines in conjunction with

local ARVN and South Vietnamese Popular Forces began a

: deliens
series of scrubbing ewd—searcirend-eeoxrden gssEEEE_“giﬁIigk

to those tactics used in Operation KINGS. Combining the

County.Fair technique with GOLDEN FLEECE operations, the

4
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1 Marines attempted to secure the rs'urrounding hamléts Ao
2 movder
£ the An Hoa base we that thé industrial complex there could

N
secome a viable reality.
4 Despite the fact that intelli#igence indichted the presence

' 3f the VC v=25 7(5th VC). .Battalion in the western sector
".5..vof the GEORGIA zone of action, that area between the Vu Gia.
‘-land Thu Bon Rivers, the Marines encountered little opposition
‘§'.hrough_the end of April except in the _form of ha@ssing fire
%nd mines. Marine aerial observers and' a platoon of re-
1®onnaissance Marines from the 3d Reconnaissance Battalion

_s_v_g_l'o rtir s _
1 e of the operat_“i”c‘m?accounted for most of the VC

N\
12 casualties at this stage. Accapding—ee—bhe—Seh-Makrines

ono for April,. & air observers and

Rl

I
w

Reconnaissance Marines “frequently detected movement of

| =]
o~

small enemy forces at logg range and m\lery

fire at the VC with telling effect.” 7Major Samuel M, Morrow,
the commander of the provisional artillery group at aAn Hoa,
commented that although some "very fine targets were observed
and some excellent missions fired. . . J\ there was a tendency

[hve vreconna ssence M"'""’SJ
or the part of these untrained observers to enter fire for

effect too early and attempt to 'chase tge target' rather
thah reenter the adjustment phase../ 8"fet: the reconnaissance
outposts on the southern and western fringes of the GEORGIA
operating area controlled 3éfartillery missions and six
fixed-wing airstrikes‘Tfp“aTﬁ;gets of opportunity‘m‘t‘héj

end of the operation. These resulted in at least 30 enemy

Al 0P o - T

dead, ande Seieia]- chpretrins

BREBREBRREBEELE B
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o

Marines attempted to secure theF;lrrounding hamlets axouawe

2 m o rder
£ the An Hoa base me that the industrial complex there could

become a viable re'a‘llity.

4 Despite the tfact that intellfigence indicated the presence
2f the VC V=25:.(5th VC) Battalion in the westérn sector

6 0of the GEORGIA zone of action, that area between the Vu Gia
7 and Thu Bon Rivers, the Marines encountered little opposition
§:hrough the enc}l of April except in the form of ha@ssing fire
%$nd mines. Marine aerial observers and a platoon of re-

1Qonnaissance Marines from the 3d Reconnaissance Battalion
sypporl!r

1 : “&® the operation, accounted for most of the VC

_1_2_cas’u‘alties at this stage. Mecakdingesonthonish-MrrIes=—
lﬁmm@h-ﬂ%ir observers and

14 Reconnaissance Marines "frequently detected movement of

15 small enemy forces at long range and directed artillery

7
16 fire at the VC with telling effect.” Major Samuel M. Morrow,

|

17 the commander of the provisional artillery group at An Hoa,
commented that although some "very fine targets were observed
and some excellent missio fired. . there was a tendency
\erectnn aissance Marip,

orr the part of these untrained observersnto enter fire for
effect too early and attempt to ‘'chase the target' rather
thah reenter the adjustment phase,...' 8Yet the reconnaissance
outposts on the socuthern and western fringes of the GEORGIA
operating area controlled 3?artillery missions and six ~r
fixed-wing airstrikes upon targets of opportunity thqh—e-he

cad.g i she~epereeweorn These resulted in at least 30 anemy
IR o R :

dead gind AT . :

CBEEERERESEE I
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1 The heaviest action in. GEORGIA occurred on 3 May, Captain '

-2-George W. Griggs! Company;\, 3d Battalion, 9th Marines, which

ég.-it had just relieved another company in the operation, prepared

4 to cross the Thu Bon. " ITts objective was_the hamlet = N
aTed :

5 of Phu Long (l) on the northern bank of the river in the

6 northwest sector of the GEORGIA operating area. “uring the

I river crossing, an estimated?ne to two company enemy force,

8 later identified as from the ubkquitous R-20 Battaldon, opened
9 fire upon the Marine company mounted in IVTs. In a four-hour

lasting
10 fire fight throuqh the afternoon, Griggiys company,reinforced
4

1l by two other Marine infantry companies and supported by an
air strike and artillery,finally secured Fhu Long (l). EBQH!&

=
\S]

/which accompanied the Marines in the river cressing, brought

direct fire upon the enemy positions aad'atcur&rug—66=ﬁﬁi:§ﬁéaeIA
ert
fEESESzhctiaa—Repestr‘uas instrumental in neutralizing enemy
10

fires and preventihg more casualties." During the engagement,
Marines suffered five dead and 54 wounded. They killed-&lyligr
of the VC and estimated they inflicted another 100 casualties
on the enemy.

Although technically ending on 10 May, GEORGIA, like KINGS
before it, was in reality an extension of the Marine area.
of operations., Lieutenant Colonel Paud C. Trammell, who

relieved Lieutenant Colq%gl Taylor three days earlier, continued

to maintain his command post and two rifle companies reinforced by
Anc : -WC , 2,

an artillery battery from the 12th Marines at the An Hoa base,
Fron 2/ AM—N YA
The comparative box score of enemy losses as opposed to Mafine

casualties showed>103 confirmed VC dead at a cost of 9 Mari
rines

518 l: RIS GBS |"' i~

killeq and 94 wounded,
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Section 2

The May Ky Lam Campaign
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Taking‘advantage of the tenuous truce in the political

~ situation, Colonel Simmons, in the_meantime,'pubgiﬁﬁéﬁ on

v A
LG L

i

=

S Ll L

~

|

(S N lm N IH IH |
8} |l\) | ol lo J’\o/ les) R

S IM !
>

i
i

Z MEy a plan for a renewed offensive above the Ky Lam. Named

w ad Lo b@
after that river, the Ky Lam campaign eod-wmdeicr a three

phased advance "to clear the reglmental zone of action of

organlzed re51stance south to the 11ne of the Thu Bon-Ky

e e e e} } - =
Lam-Dlen Blnh-Cau Lau-Hoi An Rivers." At the end of

May, the forward battallons were to reach Phase Line BROWN,

-

- Crrg
an i i “ftarting _from below Dai Loc in the west

'and then largely follow1ng the Thanh Quit-La Tho' _Rivers

eastward with the exception of a 2,000 meter—w1de horse—shoe

shaped salient, extending . south 5,000 meters along both
dides of oute 1 to. just above Dien Ban. In gune,

the regiment would begin the second phase of the operation,

securing all of Route 4 west of Route 1 and extending the
Marine lines down to the Ky Lam. During July, the 9th Marines
in the final phase of the campaign would advance southward

in the region east of Route 1 and incorporate the city of

Hoi An in its area of-responsibility. 12

- AP = S L R
Simmons"' concept of operations for the offensive called

for the same "“scrubbing" tactics used in KINGS and
GEORGIA. He furthermore directed his subordinatefﬁgggiiipns
“"to deploy their companies in a diamond configuration, terraic
permitting and EOAemploy all supporting arme imaginatively
and vigorously." l(3:olonel Simmons later explained that the
failure to usefgzzjaﬁa—aftillery in the past had resuited in
needless Marine casualties. He believed that the BMmerican

command had to take a realistic attitude toward civilian

DECLASSIFIED
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1 césualties. The selective employment of’supp_orting arms

2 did not by itself inc;‘ease the number of civilian killed:’/fi,/’:,
3 and wounded but did cause the inhabitants of contested

4 hamléts to abandon their homes

jun

VSimmons viewed the refugee, hov ‘a e sePee an asset,

6 “a person who has made his election physically to move over
“herefvsgees’
7 to our side.,” M removal from the hamlets in the
uncleared area made the Marine task in ddentifying and

e

9 eradicating the VC that much easier. The cost of housing,
10 feeding, and later rebuilding the hamlets of these

11 refugées if necessary was considered a mhnimal priege to

13 ‘ For the Ky Lam Campa:.gn, (?c;idnel Slmmons had at the ————

14 beginning of May four infantry battallons wsbh:l&-&-nfem‘bry
A.Q,,J‘_—

15 coin;pm 3nder his direct operat10na1 control. ¢

167 Eommamer-wexe the 2d_Battalion, 4th Marines and all three ,

17 Q%h'—*marlnes battaiions 1rrcluﬁr:mg the 3d” Battallon in the

———— —_— _A_“____ .

18 an Hoa Region. Lleutenant Colomel William H, Doehler s 1lst
19 Battalion, 9th Marines, which had been the Da Nang Base
20 pefense Battalion, became available for the campaign when

21 relieved by Lieutenant Colonel Dorsey's 3d Battalion, 3d-

N

Marines. Doehler's battalion tock over from Dorsey's the

22 resmnsibility“for the 9th Marines western sector. ‘ B ,
23 e heaviest fighting in the first stages of €me——— —
-, The heav:Lest fighting in the first stages o e
22 campaign occurred in Doelhler's zone of action. On ;0
26
— May, he had established &he battalion’s forward command
27
8
28
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9
post &b Dai Loc. His Company B, commanded by Captain
Norman E., Henry, was in position on the eastern bank

of the Vu G3a, 3,500 meters south of Dai Loc to provide

o {ur b

I~

a covering force for units departing the

. ) S _ e —"\
GEORGIA area of operations. That _morning, Cor_xf&ny ¢
A, lst Battalion, 9th Marines, which had been under

the operational control of the 34 Battalion durgzijnmration
) .

GEORGIA, /crossed the Vu Gid—imLVTs of the Jwet Amphabian

Tractor Battalion and fejoined its varent battalion_aty,

17

‘N ) lw H )
K-S [FS]

!
i
i

|

B
~

15 |

Dai loc. Following the river crossing, Com'gny A prepared

for a clearing_operation aroumd Dai Loc District Pown ’
. —— | . . . .

while Henry's company made & preparations for a similar

operation in southern Dai Doc above the Thu Bon. Allied

i

intelligence indicated that the R-20 Battalion had re-

infiltsated this area. A report received_on 11 May stated

that a company of the enemy battalion was located in the

R

hamlet of Do Nam near a small finger lake;“approkimateI§;___‘_‘7

I R L 15
~ 2,000 meters northeast of Company B's positions.

On the morning of 12 May, one of Henry's patrols

unexpectedly came upon the enemy, The l4-man squad

had departed the company CP at 0630, moving in an
easteriy direction. One hour later, the patrol reported
that it had come undér small armé fire and captured a VC
suspect. After encountering nof further resistance, the
Marines continued their patrol. At 0830, the squad leader

: ‘Ce
]
radioed back that a water buffalo was in & path. Captain

Henry ordered the squad to avoid the animal,but "if threatened

)

-b .« I3 )
Y it, they were glven permission to shoot. " 1In the squad'
- ua S
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next report about 6ﬁe:h5if:ﬁ56515€3}1 ‘the Marines stated that
they had wounded the buffalo and4§;$;ng chase to finish it
off. Fiffeen minutes later, the patrol reported receiving
‘harassing fire and seeing Viet Cong fldeing to the east
“and that the patrel was givihg physical pursuit." The
patrol lwader asked for supporting mortar fire, C6mpany——x
B's mortar section fired one 8lmm round but the patrol
was unable to observe its impact. Captain Henry orderea
his mortars to cease firing, fearlng that theylmﬁ; Tut
_ﬁé;is-ownmmenx About that time, the company lost radio
contact with the patrol. |

The Company commander then sent out a second squad

to followf the route of the lost patrol. This second squad

also came under small arms fire and mortar fire itself. The

Marines countered with supporting mortar fire fomm. the, compan —~

base ar?a, silencing the enemy's weapons. About 1030, the

rsactivh-petrer—eard a "‘heavy volume of small arm? fire,

mortars, M79s, and hand grenades due east of their position,*”
near the village of Do Nam, Bellé{ng that hb had found the

/MW
m1551ng =awad, { ﬂ-asked for an aertal observer.

Although no Marine observation aircraft was available,

"an Army AO &Eerial obserbe;7 happened into the area an

reported an apparent fireflghtﬁ*EEET‘where~the reseston squad

had last radioed its 9051t10n. The Army aircraft dropped

[

25a red smoke grenade in the village of Do Nam and fired

>, four rockets into a trenchline in foont of the MarineSeeection

o, petzal | Makinganother-paej<nmnr1ﬂmhieaetinngsquad‘ the
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1l Army AO threw out two messages to the Marines below,informing

2 them that there were some 20 VC in the trencyling.

fw

By this time, Captain. Henry decided to move the

o

rest of his company to suppert his embattled Marines. At

5 1145 he had established a 500 meter defensive line near

6 the village of Hoa Tay, approximately 500 meters southwest

7 of the reaction squad. The Company commander then ordered

8 the reastden squad, which had suffered five heat casualties,

g to pull back to the company lines. By 12§0, the entire
10 company was heavily engaged _WIEE“EE€j§ET;iThe cgmpany*s‘fﬂjmr*i
_;“ and 60mm mortars failed to silence the enemy's weapéns

12 @and Henry askéd for ar;illerY.supportl and an air strxike.

|

e T2 Vs verta.dbumar Y {
., Following a short arflllery sadveIro e 24 Battalion,

14 /12th Marines, the action died down for about 20 minutes.

15 At 1300, the €nemy openad up with intensive small arms

16 and mortarg fire but 2 this time vire=figebgertironm

I; & F-4w from VMFA-532 were overhead. These first strikes
I;» on the entrenched VC in Do Nam once more temporarily !
;;1 stopped the enemy. . . -

;; Following the air strike, about 1320, Captain Henrg's
;I men s@ﬁfféaffﬁp Marines crossing 1 an open fieid_towafaf
- their lines, Henry ordered "“abase of fire and mortar fire"
;:- to.cover the two meh. Both Mariﬁes were from the lost

';; patfol and badly wounded. The company commandeg asked

o theﬁ before they went under sedation ﬁ%re the other members
2~’_ of their squad were. The men vaguely pdinted in @4 -general
T? direction to the northeast and stated they were all dead,
e 11

28
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1 Before being overrun, the two wounded men claimed that

_2_V the patrol had killed 30 of the enemy. |

3 Despite poor communication, Lieutenant Cblonél Doehler

4 ‘had fodlowed the course of the Company: B action. Through

5 ‘"fragments of information which had'_gj,fted through, " the .Marine

¢ battalion commanded’® believed that his company had encountered
__ the R=20 Bgttal;on. He had just received an intelligence

g report that two companies of the R-20 had reinforced the

 epnm0 b Tt corton o

g ORe company ef_the-—ememy hattalion with the mission "to ambush
10 Marine units operating in the area." Doechler ironically °

11 remarkea m—h;m that since Company |

- B was heavily engaged ét the time, "i'*ﬂas constédered

13 to be an accurate if not timely report." ’

; Shortly after 1330, the 1lst Battalion commander 8ecided
——; to reinforce his Company B, After some initial problems

; in obtaining helicopter support, he moved W@md

; a platoon from Company A to link up with Henry's company.

; By 1815, the three Marine units had consolidated a’ 360
| —9— degree defensive perimeter around the hamdet of Hoa Tay.

—2.(; By this time,Marine air and artillery had broken

2_1— the baek of enemy resistance. Fixed Wing aircraft,

;_2 including F-4s, F-B Crusaders, apd A-4s_ from VMFA -532,

., VMR(AW)-235, and VMA-211 respectively, joined UH-1E gunships
_;_: from VMO-2 in 27 close air support missionf Nine airstrikes
: were run at one-half hour intervals, 'em@:‘aying‘ napalm, bombs,
‘ fockets)and 20mm cannon. The ZWS

ij had fired 242 rounds of 105mm and 155mm rounds ir#support
28 1.2
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13

of the infantry. The combination of air and artillery
apparently inflicted heavy casualties on the VC. According

to Doehlej‘s—aecuustTathe supporting arms served to dis-
>,

‘organize the enemy,: forcing him to,break{up his forces

into small groups. Later interrogation of the villagers !

o

revealed that these small bands of VC had taken advantage of

e

|
o

the darkness and slipped back across the Thu Bon during the

night of 12 May. They had presoed several civiliansin €he

"hamlets to carry their dead and wounded{

On the morning of 13 May, Lieutenant Colonel Doehler
moved his forward CP into Hoa Téy and prepared to
conduct a two-company searth andeIEEE—SEEEEEESE:ﬂ—EEQE
afternoon Company B recovered the 12 bodies of the missing
Marines near the western tip of the small finger lake.

For the next two days, the battalion carried out a series

of cordon and searches inf the 3,000 square meter area

of sbuther%?ai Loc District containing the hamlets of Hoa

Tay, Giao.Thuy (3) and Giao Thuy (2),.

This entflie sector consisted of a series of highly
de s
fortifed Amg interspersed with large open areas used

for rice and other crops. Lieutenant Colonel Doehler described
ry.J

) II\) Iw 1
S W Ih

!
t
i

|

27

28

the Maﬁie, observing:

A complex network of trenches

surrounded each of the villages.
- “  In many cases, communications trenches

o —extended from village to village.. The se
trenches typiically were four to six .
feet deep with firing positions locate
every few meters. At the bottom_of the
trenches, tunnels were dug back into
the ground to provide overhead coOvVe€r. . -.
In some places bamboo lined bunkers were
found , some of which were under d?hnd'

and some above ground,

—
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- The Marines found the'villagers of Hoa Nam and

Giao Thuy "cooperative and fairly talkative as long

as they were alone withﬁ&nterpreter and an interrogator.”

fiv

B

They Atolddafjﬁhat théy knew about VC movements in the area

[N

(¥,

and in several cases volunteered the names of VC guerrillas

[T

living in their hamlets,

—

I
a . The Marine battalion was unable to take advantage.

m

t of this intelligence.  The renewal of the political crisis

ne

on 15 May, signalled by the_arrivdl of the South Vietnamese
1CMarines at Da Nang, forced Lieutenant Colonel Doehler

11 to cut short the operation on thet date. Once more the

2South Vietnamese ARVN ﬁnits4eaathfof'ba Nang became

———

b

14 along Route 4. Lieutenant Colonel Doehler moved his
15 CP back to Hill 55 and his battalion was again on the

defensive.

During these first two weeks in May the other 9th Marines

= 1S [

battalions also conducted similar scrubbing actions in their
9

1

respective sectors but endountered only sporadic harassing
20 fires and mines. With the renewed political troubles in
21 pa Nang, they too returned to their former positions. The

22 regiment's offensive had ground to a halt, Nevertheless,

- -

a4

23Doehler's battalion in the three day period from 12-15
24 May claimed to have killed 57 of the enemy. One later
25intélligence source indicated that the VC casualties mgy
2chave been as high as a 150 dead. The Marine battalion

27 suffered 15 dead,'17'wounded, and 10 non-battle casualties.

28 14
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by the political crisis.

=

With the Marines on the defensive, the eneﬁy attempted

to exploit the chaotic situation south of Da Nang caused

On 21 May, the l1lst Battalion,
9th Marines met the R-20 Ba;ta;;on again. The enemy unit

had infiltrated the hamlet of An Trac, a former model

village for Marine Corps civic action, located northwest of

I4n
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Hill 55. Béginning at 1115 as a Company C squad contact

2

; with 80 to 50 V?rSOO meters across thé Yen River from
43An Trach (1), the fighting escalated into a - fierce

; engagement extending across both ?2??f€3f the river.
é:In a seven hour battle, Lieutepan%ADohhler's Companigs

T T T
A and C,reinforced by SPARROWHAWK squads anéng-48.tanks

I~

and supported by air and artillery,defeated two companies

)
i

of the R-20. According to the 3d Marine Division account:

e

, In the initial stages of the contact,
10: the Viet Cong fought from trenches
until they were overrun by Marines.

11 Later,Viet Cong were seen attempting to

' run from the Marines, even digging
frantically, to evade contact with
Marine units., During the later stages
« «» .the Viet Cong became very confused
and appeared to be without leaderbhip. 16

=
h.’

|

T
lw

b

In that day's fighting, the battalion killed 53 of the

1

enemy and possibly another 83x but suffered 12 dead and
' 17 o
31 wounded. co

||—'
M

13

Colonel Simmons observed that all df thé
rescvite

Bid regiment's significant contacts during May wess

&M .
aéf:F;sult—oi Ve initiative., The enemy would begin

the action wheqﬁ the Marines were initially at a disadvan-

. s bevs . .
tage either because of s4®e or terrain and in some cases

(=]
o8]

I8 e |

N
N

!

‘because of both. The Marines, nevertheless, eventadlly

»
w

attadned the upper hand. For the entire month, the

9th Marines killed over 270 of the enemy while sustaining
- s Mr‘/ =

(N P) !
-~

757Mar{nes dead and Biﬁvgounded. QVerF5QjﬁPfcentggfL£he‘
, AY was§ cavsed by
2% Marine casualties for t-ha-oez'b Mﬁﬂﬁée—gf,' enemy
, WAS
S o Mman R ade ¢
27 mines and explosive devices, maz.ﬁm Amef_-ica?'m
A

28 equipment abandioned by the ARVN forces south' of Da Nang.

P
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The 9th Marines commander remarked 2s=hés-May shionokogy
upon the considerable increase of enemy-incidents during the
-month and a“owed, after taking into ;g;gideration other
factors, that this upsurge was due to "the incressed

freedom of m65§5§5£}enjoyed by the Viet Cong in many
outlying areas as the result of diminished GVN military

activitées during the period of political instability . "

As a result, the regiment failed to reach Phase Line

BROWN on 31 May and the Ky Lam Campaign was behind
18 .

schedule.

16
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The 9th Myrines commander remarked Nehmsmnm———""————r—

C\e

upon the considerable increase of enemy incidents during &he

100

[[¥)

4 month and a"owed, after taking into consideration other
; factors, that this upsurge was due to "the increased

; freedom of movement -enjoyed by the Viet Cong in many

; outlying areas as the rssult of diminished GVN military
; activitées during the period of political instébility s e e "
A As a result, the regiment failed to reach Phase Line

£;. BROWN on ié May and the Ky Lam Campaign was behind
1 schedule.

12

13

14

15

o 16

17

18

19

20

21

22

16

2U

|

2 P

i
|
]
I |
L

I8

DECLASSIFIED




|~
(e o N o e e W N

Ji

=
n

-
[ov)

|

-
o

|
l

e 1S Is 1G

lo

|3

N

D
(8}

N lml
N

'
H
0

DECLASSIFIED

OPERATION LIBERTY

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

P~
! Ao E B T N I L T N (O LS Lo

=

t

—
h®]

1

T
|

[
[C,]

With the surrender of the Struggle orces atba Nang

and the achikevement of some &tability there, the 9th

Marines once more renewed its offensive in coordination

with the South Vietnamese, On 2 June, Colonel Lap, who

R
had replaced Célonel Yeu as the Quang Da Special Sector .

Commander, visited Colonel Simmons at the latter's CP.

The South VleEHEEEEE“Comm&nder wanted the 9th Marines

resume.
to begilesRee—more COUNTY FAIR operatlcns in the flve

village pacification area. He assured Simmons that at

‘least one battalion from the 51st AR¥N: Regiment would

be committed to the patitfication campaign. Following
revised )Dofrlon: ot
Lap's visit, Colonel Simmons —some : his

— T e
previous orders, On 5 June, heé directed his battalions

’\7_/” y I3 J'l . . »
to renew ' COUNTY FAIR Operations in.compunction with the
ARVN and extended the deadline for the attainment of
Trom~3) My 19
Phase Line BROW%\to 20 June vicewdd-May.

At this juncture, General Kyle decided to transform

S 6 e |5 I8 |

the 9th Marines Ky Lam campaign into a full division-size
offensive, calling for "a conventional linear type attack
of all forward units to push the front lines forward . « «

in a deliberate search and clear operation to include the

N
[

3]
N

N [T
NI

N
w

!

cordon and search of every hamlet in the zone . ... " He
divided the Da Nang TAOR into three sectorsj the cleared,
the semi-cleared, and the uncleared. The cleared area

included the main airfield, Marble Mountain, and the

~immediate terrain surrounding the airbase. That portion- 3
o Lerr That : S

27

of the Da Nang TAOR that extended from the Cau Do to the

B

- .. 17
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Thanh Quit iver ¥4 the south and reaching three to

[ 4
/Ve
E:eua kdlometers into the high ground to the north and to

the westrof the Air Base was® designated the semi-cleared

area. The uncleared sector consisted.iof that . region

between the La Tho-Thanh Quit Rivers‘@@dlhe banks of the

Ky Lam-Thu Bon. Phase Line GREEN, thg\final objective

area, largely paralleled the line of the latter two rivers.

The 34 Marine Division commander directed that anly minimum

forces be positioned in the rear and set the target date

for reaching Phase Line GREEN as 30 Juhe. 20
The contihuing arrival of Marine reinforcements

allowed General Kyle to make this kind of all-out effort.

On 28 May, the lst MP Battalion arrivad at Da Nang from

M n
the United States and - relieved the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines

.
{

|

Il—‘
1on

IS 1c & |

21

N

22

|

po
o

RNy

of its airfield security mission, The latter battalion

then returned to the operational control of its parent

regiment, taking over the 3d Marines western TAUE. FOT

once,Colonel Harold A._Ha§es, who had relieved Colonel
' Command of
Fisher on 16 April as 3d Marines commander, had ,all

R
three of his battalions, eméeriric.aommand, ichgr{reinfoEé:“~f

ments were scheduled to arrive at Da Nang or were already .

I3 T ———,———— e
in place.. Colonel Bryon B, Mitchell was sl&ted to transfer -

" his ¥st Marines headquartérs from Chu Lai to Da Nang in June

and in fact two of his battalions, the lst and the 3d, had

already made the move by the end of May. The ;3d,§ataaliong~f

ISt MATiN€S had arrived at Da Nang Oh 22 May while the

1st Battalion arrived on 31 May. Both battalions were

18
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1 ’tenporarlly ‘under the operatloﬁal control of the 9th ‘_A;VVAT—_
2 Marines with the 3d Battalion in regimental reserve. The
3 ~ 1st Battalion upon its arrival.relieved‘ the regiment's
4 eastern flank battalion, the 24 Battalion, 4th Marines,
5 - which wrebt rejoined its parent regiment at Phu Bai.
6 Generai Kyle could expect to have at Da Nang by
'2. mid-June theee Marine infantry regiments consisting of ' eight
;_ battalions. He planned to neduce the extensive 9th Marines
g TAOR_by havino_the_1st _Marines assume control of that regiment's
1 eastern flank while the 38 Marines took over that part of
3 the 9th Marines TAOR west of the geh River., 1In effect, Kyle
12 visualized almost a shoulder to shoulder advance to the
:; Ky Lam, The operation, code named LIBERTY, was schedulgd to
~; beggin on 7 June, with the 9th Marines bearing the brunt of
;; the r campaign in its>initia1 stages.
I; Colonel Simmons modified his Ky Lam Campaign to
;; conform with the divieion operation. ge divided his
— sSc28d . .
18 TAOR into ere company‘objective areas. His reserve battalion,
g the 3d Eattalion, 1st Marines,was to emphasize,with its
;; three rifle companiés, combined operations with ARVN
;; and Vietnamese local forces in the five village pacification
;; region located in the semi~cleared area. The 3d Battalion,
N 9th Marines was to continue its two-company holding action
23 - Che Yemainin
4 0 the An Hoa Region. All af—the—pest ¢ e infantry o

e L e T -

%§companies were assigned to the theee forward battalions—-the lst
&jBattalion,-lsf Msrines on the eastern flank, ithe 24 Battalion, 9th

o7 Marénes in the center, and the lst Battalion, 9th Marines on the western
28flank. Thus each forward battalion would consist of five infantry

companies instead of the usual four,

DECLASSIFIED
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1
- temporarily under the operational control of the 9th
2 Marines with the 3d Battalion in regimental reserve. The
El lst Battalion upon its arrival relieved‘~EF?‘féﬁIﬁEﬁETgﬂff—“’fﬂ3
4 eastern flank battalion, the 24 Battalion, 4£ﬁ Mafines,
.é which wPt rejoined its parent regiment at Phu Bai.
=2 General Kyle could expect to have at Da Nang by
7 mid-June theee Marine infantiy regiments consisting of ~eight
8 battaliops. He planned to ‘meduce the extensive 9th M3rines
TAQR by baving.the lst _Maripes assume control of that regiment's
10 eastern flank whilé the 3d Marines tooijOVer that part_;f
11l Tthe 9th Marines TAOR west of the ¥en River. In effect, Kyle
12 visualized almost a shoulder to shoulder advance to the
13 Ky Lam., The operation, code named LIBERTY, was scheduled to
14 begin on 7 June, with the 9th Marines bearing the brunt of
Lé theA'campalgn in its 1n1£151"s€33éél rh__iA o .
16 Coignel Slmmoﬁé modlfled his Ky Lam Campaign to
17  conform with the divieion operation, He divided his
18 ~Si2ed
== TAOR into ene company‘objective areas. HlS reserve battallon,
19 the 3d Battalion, lst Marines,was to emphasize,with its
20 three rifle companies, combined operations with ARVN
21 ang Vietnamese local forces in the five Qillage pacification
22 region located in the semi cleared area. The 34 Battalion,
22 oth Marines was to continue its two-company holding action
Che vyema'a‘n '
24 in the An Hoa Region. All of—tie—reat infantry
25 companies were assigned to the three forward'battalions——
2¢ the lst Battalion, lst Marines on the eastern flank, the 24
27 Battalion, 9th Marines in the center, and the lst Battalion,
28

9th Marines on therﬁestern flank. ' Each of these battalions

BSOS A
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Fxs—to—depiey three companiei1to the front and two to

the gear. The advancing battalions were to~ secure Route

- . 21
4 by 20 June and, reach.tbe Ky Lam by the end of the month,

Operation LIBERTY Began on 7 June as scheduled with

large preparatory artillery fires, Marine . artillery

neutralized. : 35 obiggtiGE‘Efeas in front of the advancing
, 22 initially
infantry. . The znemy ,E:oun;ered the Marine offensive with

. 4 minér harassing small arms fire and wiseh mines. These

mines were the more deadly of the two., The most significant
mgzﬁggfincidedt opcurred on 1l June in-the 9th Marines
central sector. Captain Charles A. Reckwell's Company

F, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines, encountered a large minefield
in a grassy plot just south of the La Tho River. In two
detonations, the company suffered three killed and 21
wounded. While the woundef were being_evacuated, four to
five additional explosions occurred and the grass caught e#
fire. Fortunately there were no further Marine casualties,
The folmowing day, the artillery fired ag destruction
mission which resulted in seven secondary explosions in

that same grassy field. 23

On 15 June,:EEE‘EIVTEIBE*EUmpleted its planned realignment )

T —— . N ) «
of, regimental forces in the TAOR. Colonel Mitchell .

- —
assumed operatlonal control of his two .1st Marine battallons

and took over responsibility for the d1v151on 5 eastefn

flank from the ch Marines. With a correszpondlng

reduction in the western sector, the 9th Marines' TAOR now
‘con51sted of 134 square miles, the regiment hav1ng lost nearly
E;?square miles in the exchange. On this date as "'K

well, Colonel Simmons finally moved ‘his command post to

gt e Tt s e s -

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

o v e w N

{~

Hill 55,

With this adjustment of forces and sectors, the 3d

Marine Division continued-it§ “scrubbing" actions in Operation

M'me only serious enemy opposition 19«;@::@ again
in the 9th Marines zone of action. ©On 18 June, Company
C, lst Battalion, 9th Marines operating’some 2,000 meters:

below Dai Loc came under heavy mortar and small arms fire,

sufferingkeight wounded. The compan%&sked . for supporting

air and artillery which ended the enemy resistance. Lieutenant
Colonel Donahue's 2d Battalion, 9th Marines uhderwent a

siﬁilar attack on 22 June in they hamlet of La Hoa(l), just

east of the railroad and *,OQO meters above the Ky Lam,

Marines once more.called upon supporting arms, including

naval gunfire from th%AU.S.S. Morton (DD-~432), which was

offshore, to silence the enemy. By the end of the month ,

all three Marine Regiments reached: Phase Line GREEN — —————

and the operation terminated. The~ VC  resistance

to the Marine advance had beep scattered and ineffective.
The 9th Marines observed in—ite—sommandchronolegy tha

the lack of major enemy resistance gave "plausibility to

the thesis" that the momemtum of Opération LIBERTY prevented
the ﬁﬁém#/vv from gaining any degree of initiative and
uprooted them "“from what had been relatively a secure
opefating area," That regiment alone claimed to have
recovered 40 sgquare miles from the V€, The Marines

were once more optimistic about pacifying the extensive

Py ]
Da ang enclave.

21
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