
 

. " 
: ~ " . ,.", . 

DECLASSIFIED 

a. ~isCaS5i0n. ~he importance of maps was emphasized 
by the eve-rch'2~n~~~il'~; ;,,::.:~'jc·;·;.:~ this operation. The sit-
uation re:::lchcc: :lC)c' C::"! r-.jci ,C'~ :.::Ci~··l(::r, w:i.th regards to BLT 
3/9 t S pr.o·o Zt bJ.8 Ctj;-~;~~-~~. ·~.r:·'.:~'~l L t, n '~.: (-.',;? r~ rillO ev acua tion. The 
RLT S:...2. had p0.t tc:::::<,:'lGT 2. i:i~:\) ~~hC::~;;.u~e for 3/9, but the 
alert status p:C'cclucicd i·ts (:e;}.i v(~ry::'o the USS DENVER from 
the USS BLUERIDGE. ~hl~Q there was a MAD maD package 
aboard the D::;S DEl'~'IEl-l,' it C O\.1.ld r,ot be opened without per­
mission of 9th l'/~XS. Though per;a~l.ssion was received, it , 
cost valuable time that could have been spent in planning. 

bo Recorr.:-nenc.aticn. 'fh,,-t aue'1ority to get into the }.lAU 
map package be C1elega ted to the 1,~AU or RLT command level o 

a. Discussion o During the plann~ng phase of this oper­
ation, the HLi, on "(,he embc..ssy ','Tas one of the lowest prob­
abilities for potential extraction of a larr;e amount of 
evacuees. The capability of this HLZ was assessed as one 
HUEY LZ on the roof, and one potential CH-53 LZ in the park­
ing lot. The result was liftin~ people out of the embassy 
with CH-46's from the roof and CH-53!s from the parking lot. 
In this makeshift mode, more than 1500 evacuees were ex­
tracted from the Embassy HLZ1s. In conclusion, it is rea­
sonably certain that the YV;\ ','(U'S in control of the DAO 
compound area several hours before the actual fall of the 
ci ty of SaigoL: Durin7 a country; s period of na t-·ional 
crisis ", viGstern emb2s:::;ies) es\)\:)ciallv an American embassy, 
will ti points of refuge. 

b o Recommendations. F~turc ooerational and contin~ency 
planni:r:s i'o1" opere. tior:s sir:lili!),T to ItFrequent 'dind 11 must 
consider potentiali"\.,y of .. S. 2mb,';.ssies being the primary 
extract points. Lack of plannin~ by authori~ies may require 
combat engineers 80ing in on first waves to blow obstacles • 
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one t1D Situation Report. - Operation J'requeat Wind 

At 291246ll April 197, RLT-4 receiV8d an EXECutE .ssage for Option 

IV of the Frequent Wind Operation Plan. RLT-h mCUTE order to eubordinate 

units was publisheci at 291252H intormin& ELT 2/4 te land in the DAO 

-""*Pound and alert11li BLT 1/9 to land a command group and 2 companies, 

on order, in the Air America ~omplex. An advance party ot Rl.T-4 

on the scene at the DAO Compound prior to L-nour proved te be advantageous 

since the plan as envisioned by the ground security foroe. was ful13 

coordinated and, in fact, integrated with the Di.O plana tor the proce.sing 
~, ~ . 

and marshalling at u. S. c1tbeM, third country natioJ.14l.a and designated J.~~~ 

Vietnamese refugees. Because of the prepoai tioninc of radio operators 

within the DAO COll1pollnd all communication links were established 

1Jmnedi.:tely upon the order to EXECUTE, thus eliminating any initial 

confusion upon arrival at the main elem~nts of the ground a.curl ty forces. 

At 29l315H CODUIlanding Officer RLT-4 departed USS Blue Ridg. torC~:~;~ 

DAO compound arri v1ng at 291346ri. BLT 2/4 commenced loading aboard ca-$3 

helicopters from HMH-462 am HMH .. 463 and. initial elelllents touched down in 

the DAO c01llpound at 29l506H to the cheersGJ"tJawait1ng evacuees almost 

all of' whom were ow:rQC1B18 by emotion at the sight of the organised and 

well c11sc1pl1necl Marines. The sight of these Marines signified to the 

evacuees that there would be a tommorrow. The blmediate extract of 

evacuees commenced immed1atel~ in a smooth and orderly tashion. 

The forces of BLT 2/4 uI¥ier the cOllll18Ild ot Ltcol G. P. SLADE deployed 

to their assigned aecurl ty areas. The planning for th1e operation proved 

to be ccmpletely coordi.nated and understood. down to the tire teUl level. 

This execution can be attributed to the excellent small unit. It..ser.llhip. 

and numerous briefings that had been conclucted under the cont 
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direction of the Coaanding Officer iL'f-4 Colonsl A. X.GRAY. the iILT 

2/4 torus augmented the 3rd Platoon, Company C, BLT 1/9 under the 

able leaderehip ot Firet Lieutenant 'fROMPSON-BClWl!;RS. This platoon 

operating under the IItost trying ot circumstances from 26l100H, had been 

subJected to 1ncOldng artillery and. rocket f1re until relieved about 

291900H. 

Coincident wi tb the insertion of 86S Marines trOll BLT 2/4 a ready 

reaction Sparrow Hawk platoon from CompaIlT A, BLT 1/9 was launched :' 

aboard 2 CH-46 aircraft. The high state of readiness ot both BLT 1/9 

and BLt 3/9 was apparent as each was poised vi th Sparrow Hawk t&ams and 

a COOlll1aM group with two cOIIlpanies waiting tor the call to launch it 

.mqu!red. 

As the evacuation process at the D!O compound continued the 81 tuation 

at the jmericum :&nbas"7 began to untold. The number ot evacuees present 

far exceeded any planned anticipations by the ground security torce. 

The security provided by the Marine Security Guard detachment at the 

embassy proved to be inadequate to control the larae crow.. Three 

Platoons (1.30 Marines) from BL'!' 2/4 vere helollfted trom the DAO compound 

to the American Embusy between 291900Rand 292100Ii. This total torce 

ar 171 Marines proved to be a saving factor tor the cont1l'11ed orderly' 

evacuation at. the embassy. A total not. to exceed 100 evacuees had been 

anticipated froll the embassy, however, when the evacuation terminated 

a total. of 978 U. B. citizens and 1,120 third country national. anl1 

Viet~se refugess had been evacuated • 

.At the DAO compound a total. of 39$ u .. S. citizens a:md 4,475 refugees 

were evacuated in an orderly manner. The ground security torces ~gan 

to withdraw at 292250H frOll thlr:::.xvithOUt. ant ~i.nii"ie"ll'PrQ~1Mls. 

DECLASSIFIED 



\ 

DECLASSIFIED 

./l'he first elements of BLT a/\ 1fe~;~extra.cted frOlll the DAOCbmPe\lnd~t. 
.d::' 

2922$OH to return to amphibious shipping. At about 2922SQl mEN CAREY, 
. . 

the Ground Security J"-or« •. Commander, returned to t.he U. s. S~ mue Ridge 

,,; ... ~":i~;~~passed control ashore to Colonel A~ K. GRAY Co.nunanding Officer RLT-4. 
~~~ 

"~> This transition was smooth sinc",-iauatere statf wh1ch had functioned 

during the initial phases 01 the operation under the direction of 

!nEW CABY eontinued under Colonel GRAY. At ,300012H the last ground 
, ~ , 

sec~ty force elements from the DAO oompound conducted a successful 

extraction as the noise of tank firing began to draw ever closer to the 

DAO cOlllpound. As the last two CH-53 helicopters lifted off , smoke and 

names spread in the compound as a result o£ the activation of previously 

positioned therm1tee. 

The evacuation at the embassy continued throughout the ear:q morning 

h9UrS: The evacuation of ground security forces began at about .3004ooH 

'e.nd C'ontinued on untll the last CH-46 lifted orf the embassy rooftop 

at JOO7S3H with 11 Marines aboard. The performance of the Marines at 

the embassy was excellent. They maintained a cool atU tude throughout 

diepi te receiving I5Dl8ll arms fire from nearby buildings. 

No combat casualties occurred Within the ground security force. Only 

three non-serious, non-combat casualties occurred throughout the operation. 

The execution or Operation Frequent Wind was a successful undertaking 

but sad since many of those who participated were aleo veterarus frOll1 

previous years of the Vietnam war. 

DECLASSIFIED 
"~~--- .... 



DECLASSIFIED 

'i' 
t ,. 

• 

• /. .' 

t 1\J'~~b [S~ CApl 
....... ~' . Ql.At~c-

~AR£ ~ IHJHGSGG522'> S ~ C ~ ~ 1 f~OFO~r4 .,. 

Y"R~r ~ 0 eOQREC1 ~EF ~ AS fOLt.Ob'Sg . 
A. PARA? LINE 3 DELETE REFERENCE YO N!~PORT PIER AND O~ LINE .' 

nV[ n'ftl[DI~'rEtV rOLLOtrJING YH[ 'uORD ~OR ~~D B. EFORE THE W.O~D LANDING ... / 
U~S~Rr rH~ HO~~ ~~lP1HEKOUS Q ! IBCLoSunt 
if ~ Il PA~~ 3 DELETE ! M !TS EN1rREl'f .~ ~D su~S-nl'rU!E (i~E~~ ~A RA 3L.fJ..,~n r,rr 
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,,~,., :, I '3T 
SEC R E 1 NOFOFM jlhe~12all : 
C1U S[UE~ ~1~E PT DUE Pl y~O OrlAN R-~5 lFREQUENT bIND) I~' 
~I. CfU ;9 e ! "'£ 192 ~.50Z. ~PR 15 
3, ctu SEVEN WINE PT om~ PI T~O 2~m~5Bl APR 15 
SI,JmM';Y (~) , 
'C) RtF A FOR~ARDED ORIGINATORS 

U\::Ltlfil !=1':2 (?,flHHJEWf \:;lHll) tum STtl'H:D !HHlU\£~ NQ!JLD ~JE FORHP.Hi)!:.D 
SE?AR~lE~Y. AN~EX (B) (INTELLIGENCE) YO SUBJECT OPLAM JHIC~ 
F(RWMiD~:D BY REI (0; A?P£~rDrx riVE (ESCt,PE AND EVASICIN) 10 tHHIU, 
D IS rn~~A~D[D HEREWIfH. 
~ i) (~;) tHE: :10.:JT PREFERRED ESC6\Pt: rURP(}:;)t.S Of t\IJXATIot1 Hlt~'O,~tEL l~: 
10 eo D8W~ nf~~' ~ET·? AND 8E PICKED UP B~ u.s. ~AVY SUR~aCt ~A~ 
iLEMENTs9 ' 
';~;..(S) THE A~EA at CP£fl~l!otJ It: CH~fiAC1U-\!lEO BY MANGRuvi "'<,,\[<];~~ 
c,:_~s MJO Rl \lEftS p ~r~D FHCE P~OD i. ~s 0) fH:: ORY SEASON PREVAIl.::' 
Uf\jl d., LAr~. APRIL OP ~l\RLY ~A~ ~ I)URHlG iH1S PiRIO:? lRf.:Vt.L rHl·; ,:i.~H 
~~DDY AREAS ~JLL Bt RELATIVELY EASY. CAUTION ShOULD J~ US~L IN 
~YftDI~G It PAD9V AREAS. HO~EUER A~ COVl~ i~ SPARSE, ~ND ~U~~ AREAS 
iH1E D[NSEl ¥ POPULATEO ~ ~iMJGRO'll[ (;YILt OfrER GOOD r;CVr~' ~ • ';'; ""',: ... 
dEW! VKLL, BE DH'VICULT ~ 
,t.3~ (5) Xi? BAR P12lWP IS MOY If".Mlf.rlUH ~fiER GOH;lG !)m"lN~ 1:1;. k,".',r.,D£P 
SKOULn ~OV[ TO~ARn lh~ MAIm SH1PPlrea CHANNEL A~D OPl FOR R~SCul 
VIA ~sc S~lPPIroG BRINGING REFUGEES FROM SAIGON. 
Ul) (r;) ~'t)6lID[R fi,LS! BE I:lAR't or '_oeALS GATH:::RHJG tl80UT j-\I"'i 9 \'JiiC 
tHUL ~)¥1~{)ifPl TO BOARD SAR ~!P.CFdI.F:. 1,"EHE. IS ALSO THE POS!-i15J L . rY 
y}{(\! JWD!®E~OU§ PERSON~£L bILL TRY Te USi: DO\oJ~:;~D /\d;"Cr..!~\!I '~:,i'~::.'.{.c; .;,~ 

m:S'il~(JES 10 OBTAIN E\JACU~1'10Ne 1:"; l:> "P:-1 %'(" t;'.:~'Il\,JNG SnLi;"; l.G,~g 
n c;su~n 'Bl~ R£f.1EViBEREC THA'X NO LC,CAL L;..r~{lt.~ns fVi~l~ t5;r.:. mU$~ ~~~). 
~.5,~ o;} ~H,':;R\'>"~b, 5H~.~ULD K\SURE UtA! TlitY HtWF PfWP~~RLY CKf,':i ,:J 
i~Ll ~H1~'J!,JdL ;.C~..; ~l .. ..:.ii'J! AdO PROCEDURE.S i:H:.r·ORt l;HJAh~)P~G .,-\~RCh(':;"l • 
3~[CUH. ~'nE~TlotJ SHQULO BE GIVEN Tn SIJi1lJfGAL rUWros tHW ~Jdi~I)LLP;(~ 
~SUiCESa D 

~t).; {~,) E~H\Oi:.:R5 ;;;Hulil.D RE['krun.:R TI1~1 Hi!:" AREA l~ lNHAt,lH.C i... 
;;;M~i{[~)ry 6!i~D LEECI'iFJ, tHtH IHE t:.hCi:PT ION or THE K Ph') '::~:BHAt) r ,~Ll. 
I)~A&f,EB \jILL OMLV BITE A:> tlJ !)EF£!'tlS1Vi! ME6i;;;lJR~:.~ IF Sr.:M:.·S ,:,;::1;' ~;~T 
~.-;~mr(iH~E!)o HHS HAZARD IS GREAn.Y NEGA!ED" :.£EC:-iES Mn~ :'Ili;.,~ ~,"';l"JMlt; 
!~(~ fSO[l[ttS,OF 15~,J£Ro ~,VAOERS SHOULD CHEtt{ HH:"Hi ~O~1.£5 ft.> ;,:;f:fJ flV7F~ 
,.I~J«~ niJROUfaH tl,~'rER AS POSSHILE.. ., , 
.';.!I~ 

, . ~ ,,~ct- , ' ~ -~ w" " '. •. 
'~':~;;:~ , 
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C,TF 76/SPECIAL FREQUENT WIND EXECUTION ::;ITFEP/S:::RlAL "01/AS OF 
2'90330Z APR 75 
A. USSAG /7AF 1 8 12 30Z APR 75 
1. (U) THIS SITREP SUBMITTED lAW REF A. 
2. (S) -THIS IS THE FIRST IN A SERIES 
E:~ECU!ION 51 TREPS IiRI.CH WILL BE SENT 
Sf THIS OPERAlIQ~~ 

OF SP~CIAL FREQUENT ~IND 
DURING EXECUTIDN PH~EE 
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1. (U) TrilS SItHEP SUBMIttED lAW kEF A. 
2- (S) FOLLOWING VIP PEriSONNEL ON BOA~J IF 76 S~IPPING AkWIVED 
VIA VNAF OR AIR AMERICA HELO 
AIR VICE MARS~ALL KY., ABOAHD u£NVE~ 
~5MRtlN, WlfiE OF AMBASSADOr<, ASOAiiJ 0ENVEi1 
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IO COMSEVEN THfL. T 
INFO CINCPACFLT MAKALAPA HI 
03 FMFPAC CAMP H M SNI1H Hl 
elF SEVEN SEVEN 
erF SEVEN NINE 
ZEN/erG SEVEN NINE PI ONE 
at 
__._IIN0312011 
~AL. FREQUENT wlNU £XECuIION SlTriEP/SERIAL ~~j/AS Wf 
29064?Z APH 75 
1. (~kEf err 76 SPECIAL 51ThE? 1O~1/1, CHANGE L-HOUk 
10 290700Z/8 VICE 2906~0Z/7 APK 15. 
2. <SfCl'G 79.1 t COMMANUE"if GSF FEET uhf AT ~9flSURI8 
(lOS 8':> 
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