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CAMP PENDLETON, Cao, May 8 ;.. The Reserve Liaison (RLU) based 

_ at Camp Tal.ega is still able to train Marine Corps Reservists 

even though there is an influx of refugees into their areao . 

With the coming of SUJllIller the RLU normally. shifts into . 

high gear and handles thousands of Marines who come here for 

SUITIIller ArulUal Training Duty (ATD), while continuing to 

coordinate weekend training for other reservists not involved 

with ATD. 

During the winter months, the R.LU coordinates weekend 

training for a Wide variety of Marine Corps Reserve units, 

civilian police departments and other branches of service .. 

At the same time, RLU alBo found it not feasible to 
r-

. I 

conduct -summer training from thejr normal area of operation 

in the Talaga areao 

. -more-
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· ADD 1-1-1-1 
By: Sgt. J. Johnston 

'~e'vecfound it necessary to move much of our operation 

to the Vado Del Rio area located in the southern portion of 

· the base," stated Colonel Theodore T g Culpepper, Commanding 

Offioer of RLU. 

''We still have our headquarters building, supply office, 

one warehouse and living quarters for our permenant personnel 

at Talaga. The reserve units will be billeted at or neat' Vado 

Del Rio, II commented the colonelo 

Approximately 1,500 reservists are expected at Camp Pendleton 

this summer.. They. should arri'Ve here for their battalion unit 

· training in August .. 

"None of the changes will effect reserve training either 

in length or quality," emphasiied the colonel. "We will ensure 

that the base's mission of conducting reserve training will 

be accomplishedo" 

The colonel made it clear tM,t the RLU was not the only 

unit affeoted by the evacuee effort, nor the only unit adapting 

successfully, citing "the outatal'lding efforts of Base Rang9 

Facilities, the Fifth Marine Regiment and the continuance of 

the First Marine Division's trairling, including the 5,000 Marine 

aniphibious exercise "Bell Buster" which began Sunday and has 

stayed on schedule .. " 
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QUCNSET 

BY: Cw0-4 R. J. CuHBS 

ChI'U' PE:liDi.::TlJN, Ca., Hay 6 - A week ago last honday, th.ere 

were just the old quonset huts at Camps T~lega and ~an 

lnofre. To~ay, there exists a city built to house 

18,000 people. 

I didn't happen.overnight ••• it ftappened day and night. 
p,~(., 

Nonday, ~ 28, 8:30 a.m., the worl was passed. "1'repare 

to feed and. hou'se UD to 18,000 Indo China wa.r refugees." 

TAe work began immediately. 

The first area to be rE!adied for the refut,ees '/ho 

would soon arrive was to be the huts at Camp Tale&~. They 

~;ere a.lready stanciing by for the expected influx of Harine 
( 

Corps Reservists and t~eir summertime ~nnual Training Duty. 

Bunks andbe1ding were moved and beds were made. New 

signs printed in English and Vietnamese i-ere printed and 

pos ted in tite appro i.·ria te places. 

-ID(re-
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By: CWO-4 Combs 

1I.dU tional fooo. supplien were brou{;h.t in, V.e wess hull 

was put into or)eration, and a sick ba.y procensi:'lg cent.er 

w!;\.s set up •. T~lephones, do:?ens of them nef'ded to be 

inrtalled. The work ran into the ni[;ht und~r flood lights. 

Late Lonb.y, 8t,e~)S were under way to ert"ct the first tent 

city, .iud east of :jam: Tulega's quonset huts. lit the same 

tir.I~, about 90 huts a.t ;Jan Onofre were being prepared for 

th~ impending arriv~l of the first refugees. The plan was 

to fill up the hut.s first a.nd then, as they wer/'! filled to 

capacity, evacuees lIould be moved into the tentf'). 

Just before noon, Tuesday, I'Jarines, NaVYOlen and oivilian 

workers, and in fact, the entire world throut./t tile coverage 

by the nearly one hundred newsmen aboar-i, wat0hed the first 

ref~ees arrive at Talega. They were bussed here from their 

aircraft which had. landed at th.- El Toro l'6rine Corps .... ir 

Station, somt'! 30 miles n(lrtA. 

Those first bus loads were only the b~ginning. ~amp 

Pendleton received 813 refueees that day. The ~ce stepped 

up considerably th!" next day, whicit was w'ednesduy, as more 

than 2,~no refugees stre~med into. the base, d~y ~nd night. 

Last Thursday t~jO're Here 4,200 arr.ivals and thell the pace 

settled into a dd-ily schedule _of about two tllousand. refugees 

~r day_ 

-more-
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.' By: ';Wu -4 Comb, 

rl'ht!y came with few possessions, from all lo/2..1ks of lif~, 
I 

and. each one with a s tory of escal,e from a war-torn country. 

There are .lmericans ~ti th Vietnamese families, employees of 

.-I.merican firms, doctors, lawyers, university professors, 

newsmen, groc~ry clerks, farmers, businessmen, wives, 
• 

childre~, mothers, fataers, nieces, nephews, and those who 

got out alone. They ~ppeared slightly bewildered and 1I,ere 

obviously tir",rl. frol!l t'leir long trip. 

There were l'larine Vietnamese language experts on hand 

to brief the refugees, show them to tn.eir new teml10rary 

quarters, show them the camp layou.t and answer (fues tions. 

lany of the refugees spoke from a little to a lot of Englisho 

Soon, there were mhnyscenes of happy reunions as bus after 

bus was unlo~ded. The Children, as children do ever.ywnere, 

seewerl to be the first to venture (Jut of tileir new homes, 

smiling shyly at their hoste. They settled their few 

possessions and had their first meal in the United States. 

Meanwkile, the 500-600 l'larines and Base employees continued 

their .. ·ork around. the clock. Hore and more ·tent ca.mps sprung 

up along the Tale~r3. road toward Camp Chris tiani toe. 

Yestur,lay, there was only grass, today there is ;)art of a 

oity. The ditches and pipelines for water and power lines 

were installetju8\ ahea40f the tents. TAousc.nds of tent 

stakes, thou~and8 of poles, thousants of lines later, the 

billeting tents were finally up • 

• -more-
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The la!'t t~nt camp WaS set up near the heli(;opter landing 

zon1e in the valley between Camps Christiani tOB and C·c;.n r,;ateo. 

The work platoon from the 2d. Battalion, 1st NariMf1 , finished. 

nearly 24 nours ahead of sohedule with some platoon competition 

and sev~ral cases of liquid refresnment a<: the prize for the 

winners. 

Tne,effort requirefi hun1.reds of chemical toilets, miles 

of :liJelinl"2 ann. electrical and communicatiuns wiring, tons 

of addi tional f('ui, and the unslackened effort, sweat, musole 

and dedicati(n by not only these directly involved but the 

hun-lreds of others "in the rear" who are hct.ndling the support 

efforts fer thuse in the northern end of the camp. 

u lot of peopl!'! at Camp Pendleton lost a lot of sleep 

durbg this initial effert. But morale remiined hi£,ft and 

everything which needed to be done was done ahead of time. 

The :'rimary task was to see to the health and comfort of these 

refugees who had b~en throu£h 80 much to ~et here. 

Une of t"1.e well-known television network ne,~s caster.:. 

elo~ed hi" hroadcast from Camp Pendleton ,with. the statement 

tr..at, "there's a feeling here that till!! f'larines can do 

anytlaing. " 

¥~rines know .e'a right. 
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FOOD FOR REFUGEES 

By: Cpl. John Black 

CAMP PENDLETON, Ca., May 7 - It takes 41,000 cartons of non 

fat milk, 21,000 Ibs. of bread, 10,200 Ibs. of meat, 5,400 

Ibs. of rice and 00 cases of soy sauce to feed the Vietnamese 

refugees each day. 

This monumental task has been handled at the backup San 

Mateo Dining Facility in the 62 area at. Camp Pendleton. 

As of May 5, the San Mateo facility equipped, processed 

and transported food for 6,900 refugees who are staying in the 

tent areas. By May 7, the dining facility was able to feed 

13,000 - 14,000 Vietnamese each day at the messing facilities 

established in the tent camp areas 0 

Because of the number to be fed, extra equipment and 
.1 

personnel were called in to assist in the project. There are 

48-Marine cooks, 37 Navy cooks supervised by ten Navy 

supervisors whose home port is San Diego. A total of 220 

messmen are on hand now and an additional 100 men will be 

added by the end of the waeko 

-more-
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The Navy personnel, under Navy Chief Warrant Officer John 

J. 8i tar Jr., are IJart of the Navy Food Management Team from 

San Diego. 

According to Capt. Frank Towers, Officer-in-Oharge of the 

San Mateo backup dining facilities, the attitude and enthusiasm 

displayed by all these men is indicati ve of their high mar ala • 

The realize they have been able to accomplish a tough job on 

short notice 0 

"We have to plan our meals according to the number of 

pe:ople on hand," says Capt. Towers. 11 Of ten, before it is time 

to serve, more refugees have arrived and we must reVise upward." 

Captain Towers stated the problem will soon be solved 

because most all of the expected arrivals should be here within 

the next few days. 

Meal time is announced by one of the translators in each 

camp over the public address systems, at least one-half hour 
.til 

prior to serving. 

The onl:y rule set by the Marines is that there should be 

no food taken back to the tent areas except for .. those who might 

be too old or unable to get to the faoility. 

According to messhall supervi~orB, the restriction is 

based on strict sanitary standards which mst be contained in 

the living areas. 
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MaIlJI of the refugees have never taken meals in this sort 

of system. 

English speaking refugees are asked if there are any 

problems concerning the food and they all say it is very good 

and there are no complaints as yeto 

For those persona desiring to use chopstioks, they have 

been placed on the serving lines, but for the most part, the 

people are using the plastic forks, knives and spoons 0 

As with all th9 Marines working on the r~fugee project, 

the worldng hours for the messrnen were long and tiring. 

"I know the men are tired, corrnnented Capt. Towers, "and 

that is the very reason I would like to give them all the 

credit for the success of our mission. They know what has to 

be done and .they do it without any complaints 0 II 
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REFUGEES 

BY: SSGT. G. MERIWETHER 

. CAMP PENDLETON, Cao, May 8 - More than 22,000 refugees have 

arrived here since April 29 and they have started the routine 

processing by medical and immigration officials. Of this 

number, more than 6,700 have already completed processing 

and departed. 

NOTE: Photo captions on the back of the photos. 
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JOINT PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
Marine Corps Air Station 

EI Toro (Santa Ana), California 92709 

FOR INMEDIATE.RELEASE 
'RELEASE NO: 041-75 

For further information 
call 559-3512 or 559-3514 

MCAS, EL TaRO, SANTA ANA, CALIF., May 2--"Freedom" was the name cif 

the big Overseas National Airlin~s DC-IO which taxied into' the passenger 

terminal here Tuesday, April 2~. Appropriately, "Freedom" carried the 
"1 

first of thousands of Indochina" l:'ehlgees to Marine Corps Air Station El 

Toro and to'freedom. 

From El Taro these refugees and the thousands who followed on later 

flights were bussed to Camp Pendleton for processing and temporary 

quarters in tents and vacant reC1:'uit barracks. 

The firs~ passenger to emer~e from the big airliner and into .the 

hazy California sunlight was Misl; Vu Thi Vui, 21, of Saigon. Her last 

name in Vietnamese, according to interpreters at t.he termina:l, is roughly 

translated as "Happy." As she stepped down the ramp in her 'bright pink 

dress, she looked more harried than happy, more apprehensive than 

jubilant. Like most of the othet passengers, she appeared fatigued by the 

long journey and the rapid transitions her life had undergone in a matter 

of weeks. 

The other refugees who crowded through the terminal were of all ages, 

sizes and races. Some were Americans with Vietnamese families. From 

babies in arms to elderly m~a-sans and papa-sans-, most appeared dazed 
':.' 

by their new surroundi~gs. They said ~ittle as they stood in line to 

have their credentials checked. 

-more-
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Medical officers and Orange County Health Dept". officials found the 

refugees to be in excellent physical condition, with no illnesses 

-reported in the first groups that arrived. 

"It went so smoothly we couldn't believe it," said a State 

Department official in describing El Toro's management of the situation. 

Apparently," the long hours of preparation and close coordination among 

personnel here prevented" unnecessary delays which could have hindered 

the refugees from reaching Camp Pendleton as scheduied. Barely an hour 

elaps~d from the time the 356 passengers left the first aircraft until 

the caravan of buses was on the way to Pendleton. 

Later refugee flights into El Toro met with less fanfare. There 
) 

were fewer reporters, whirring cameras or massive television vans. Most 

newsmen had gone to Camp Pendleton, where the evacuees were sent for 
I 

processing and temporary housing. (USMC Photos by Cpl. H. F. Hall and 

Sgt. D. E. Campbell) 
-usmc-
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QUICK PROCESSING--Although MCAS El Toro was prepared to process the 

Indochina refugees through customs, most had already been checked 

earlier. After a routine medical records check, they were on their 

way to Pendleton in less than an hour. 

-usmc-
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A NEW LIFE, A NEW LAND--Sgt. Stephen Horner,who works in MCAS El Toro's 

air freight department, transports a tiny Vietnamese infant from the 

first plane that arrived here to the passenger termi~al. Sgt. Horner 

saw a young mot-her burdened with luggage and children· and rushed to 

offer his assistance. (USMC Photo by Cpl. Harrison F. Hall) 

-usmc-
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'HAPPY'--Miss Vu Thi Vui, 21, whose name means "Happy" in Vietnamese, 

proceeds warily down the ramp of the Overseas National Airways DC-lO 

which larided at MCAS El Toro Tuesday, April 29. She was the first of 

thousands of refugees to be received at El Toro before being bussed to. 

,Camp Pendleton for temporary quarters. 
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A HELPING HAND--Capt. James V. DiBernardo (r), who spent over five 

years in North Vietnamese prisons, assists one of the 356 refugees who 

arrived at MCAS E1 Toro on the first flight from Guam Tuesday, April 2~. 
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wHAT NEXT?--Looking tired and a- little bewildered, these Vietnamese 

children waited in the MCAS El Toro passenger terminal while their 

parents were processed by customs officials. 
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SO THIS IS AMERICA~-Waiting to board a bus to Camp Pendleton these 

,refugees get their first glimpse of SaddlebackMounta.in and the United' , 
.·1,. 

States. 
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SOUTHBOUND--The first of thousands of refugees to fly into McAS El Toro 

load into buses for Camp Pendleton. Few refugees spent more than an 
I 

hour here befor~ beading south for processing. 

-usmc-

DECLASSIFIED 

, 



; 
i I 

I 

DECLASSIFIED 

SADNESS HOVERS 

.Chill Mix'es 
:With Worry 
~Fpr. Refugee 

By GINA LUBRANO 
Staff Writer 

Tbe SaD 'Dlego Union 
CAMP PENDLETON "'- It's not even 

d~k and the Vietnamese 'refugees shiv!'lr 
in an unaccustomed chill .thaLchaps their 
lips and dries their skin. 
Th~y . shiver as they stand in line for 

dinner. They shiver as they talk with one 
another. . 

For Le Tu, it's her thoughts that make 
her cold. In the three days since her 
arrival, ber depression ha,s been such a 
weight sh!'lhlU! beein~nable fo do anything. 

Her thoi:lghts have ~n on brothers and 
other family, members left behind in 
Saigon, site said: . 

The oWJj.;er. of a tailor shop, the urunar­
ried,middle-aged, woman brought with 
her seven . "adopted" children. One is.a 5-
ye~r-old girl adopted when the Child. was 6 
days o,ld. 

Two' are children of a brother and an 
uncle,.~1;l lli..e. o!qers are 'h0rrtele~ o~- . 
phans she took tinder her care: '.. ..." , . 

Scidness Takes Its Toll 
"I'm feeling not Sick, but upset," she 

said in halting English. "I feel very sad." 
But, she summoned -enough energy to 

shake off her lethargy. and wash clothes .. 
- In . Saigon, .. she washed,· by . machine. 
Here. she washed" .by hand, !.lsingcold 
water !tom her tent in Area Six. 

She was she scrullbed the 
face a· tnixture of 
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NE COMMANDANT 

~rger Evacuee 
!nter Opposed 

san Dlega Union Staff DIIllCltClt 

PENDLETON ....... 
landant of the Ma­
l Yesterday said be 
tSe any efforts to 
e size of the refU-
• here beyond the 

announced' total 

posed, . the four-star general 
said. . ' • 

Asked wby the Marine 
Corps was unable to return 
the bodies of two members 
of the Embassy guard from 
Saigon, Cushman said' the 

~rsons: . remains were delivered to 
bert E .. Cushman theo Embassy and were left 
it would be very at a church there. 
It would be more THEiR PROBLEM 
question of erect-' Cushman said . the two 
nal tents, the for- were kill~ the day before 
mander of. the the final evacuation. The 
~ base said. matter is in the State De­
uoe . problems of partment's hands, he said. 
water, utilities "It is their problem." 
ing the needed "I feel keenly for ,the par­
~ said at a press ents of both lads," he said. 

e population 
4,000 'mark yes­
is expected to 
,000 ceiling by 

With money 'running out' 
for supporting the evacuees, 
Cushman said he did not 
know whether any Marine 
Corps money would 'be 
reprogrammed to Continue 

, the operation. .' ",EASED' Asked whether he was're­
who flew here tiring early as commandant 
gton, said the because his own. choice for 
evacuees he his successor was passed 

'2emed pleased over in favor o~ Lt. <Jen, 
;hough this is a Louis H. 'Wilson,f Cushman 
ironment than sai~, "No. ,,' , 
stomed to," Earlier; Cushman said it 
:r general met would cost hiin $100,000 over 
I Vietnamese his eXPected life span if he 
-en Cao Ky in' delayed his retirement past 
:.:essing center. Sept. 1. He became. com­
pleasantly dis- mandant in 1972. 

n' Confirmed 
ON (AP) -
Jnfirmed yes­
.omination of 
H. Wilson to 

nt of the Ma-

Iississippi na­
iirmed for a 
.n as the top 

with it four-star rank. 
He will succeed Gen. Rob­

ert E. Cushman, who asked 
for early retirement from: 
the Marines after recom­
mending Gen. Earl F. An­
derson as his successor. An­
derson also announced plans 
to retire in after Wilson 
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.. i' "I Jeel very~rry, that r ~ome here' 
( I:' my~ltaM~ey~yln ~a~on;'~~e~~. 
J' ' U.er\:ramutls Cffinese, she expla~¥! 
" i • an~Ia:,'~roilie~,: the young~r one~he ~el~e~ 

raise, ;'1&:,3 so~dier. He bas been m ~e· 
, service ne~ly a year I " , " 

_, "I aon'~What ~ tI1e matter wItI1 

bW,Ujat re&dnhant -to oom~i' me-I 
I , sar"~~ing~er heaa~', \, ' 
'i ~~\ '< I, .,'" , I 

, , !, ~Ut fue sad ~ou~~ seem to surface 
': . omt U reminaed Mlli questions. 

ok, Mea One, aMarine ~dUCLl nmniog -
'~e~ for~~~en, There ~ no mistaking' 

I I ~~~happy S~OU~, , ' ," " 
i . '/1' \ • 

~,)~ne youngster rummage~ 'in a desert~ 
. :: etfi.~~d ~ndf1nall~ eme,s,tri~~,hantl~ 
" I' c$1ing a branch with a caterpillar on, the ' 

,tip;i, ' 
, , 

i ' I Ou~ide a Quonset hut in Area One, a 
tod~ei pulls a toy, while a few foot kom 
hlii, two '~nttren play house,in cardboard 

: boxes. , ;," " . 
'I' ';:' I' 

I ,!, Ris nearing evenj~, an,~in ~e twilight, 
[ toQ~ers toss 'pillows to oneano~er, They 

, ,I ~op to sMut "hl" as a rellOrter, and a 
Marine escort pass by I Then lliey dissolv,e 
in a:fit of~ggles. ,,) 

----:..:..:- ~.~., ' • t.' " nil' 
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