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Praa& Commandant of the I-h:rine Corps 
Tot Chief of ~aval C?erations (00-09394) 

A03D32-jeb 
0003A26565 

3u~j: Data on USHC opera.tions in the Republic of Vietnam 
for OP!t\V GperEl.tional gistories 

Ref: (a) Cdr \IE1.LS (Op-09B94) r'ONEGCN to Historical 
Branch, G·3 Division of 23 Sep 1965 

(b) OPNA"V memo for DistList Op-09l\2/rle 
Ser 3l9P09 of 1 Jul 1965 

(c) CMC Itr to CNO (Op-09B94) A03D-jeb of 
9 Jul 1965 

Encl: (1) Data on USMC operations in RVN (rS) 

1. In response to the six questions. asked in reference (3). 
and in accordance. with references (b) and (c). information 
reaard1n& U. S. Marine Corps operations in the Republic of 
Vletnaais su~ltted as enclosure (1). 

2. This letter is declassified upon removal of enclosure (1). 
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DATA ON USMC OPERATIONS Il~ THE REPUBLIC or VlftNAM 
:d .,. d _ • r T I 

1. Question: How many Marines were in ,R'V'!f :2£1!£ to the 
P.leiku ineident of .Febrwlrx 196~1 . 

~~ 1 693 (a.s of' '31 January 1965).. 

(Source: Marine: Corps Command· Center Chrono­
. 1011 of III MAP Bu11dup' in RVI~ ('IS»). 

2. {~tl0n: What Marine Cores units were 2art of Task 
Grou12s 6.5 and 76.7 on 7 FebruarY 19&51 . 

J\nswer: TO 76.5 had the Mar1neSp~lal LandJ.na Force. 
consisting of In.T 1/9 and HMM-162. embarked; TG 76.7 had . 
BLT 3/9. with a strength of 1,323 personnel, _hu-ked. 

(Source: MaJ:1ne' Corps Comrrz.:1.nd Center Dackup 
rile (S)). 

3. Question: What were ,the major 1ncreas~s, ip. Marine Wlits 
and strengths fra. the ~l.iku incident thr~ 31 ~uaust' 

l..nswer: 8 .. 16 F.b .... 1at L~AH Bn (-) landed Da Nang 
17-18 Feb ..... Co C. 7th Engineer an, landed Da. 

. Nana 
28 Feb .. ·Tota1 USl:-:t:::! strength in RVN: 1,248 

'8-14 Mar ... -9th J;iEB elements landed Da Nana 
(1/3, 3/9, Brig Arty Grp" Brig 
Log Spt Grp. llMM .. 162. NMCB ... 3) . 

31 Mar~~Tctal USMC strength in RVN: 5,140 

10 ... 16 Apr- .. r-Jore 9th MEB eleaents landed Va Nang 
(VMFA ... S31. HQCO, 3d Marines, 2/3 
VMC.J-l ( .. ». 

13·15 Apr--3/4 (Rein) landed Pbu Bal 
30 Apr ..... Total USMC strength in RVN: 8.873' 

.3 May--VMO .. 2 ( .. ) arrived Da Na.ng 
6 May--HQ. III ¥u\F and H:~. 3d MarDiv (Fwd) 

arrived Da nang 
7 Hay ..... lt~CO. 4th r1arines, 1/4, 2/4. and,3/12 

( .. ) (Rein) and NMCB-IO landed.. ~r-~.JRET 

TO
~' ,At , -~ 

1 ~~t!U 
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IUr ~tll\il 
7 May--3d Reeon Bn arrivedDa Nang 
11-12May~-3/3 arrived Cbu Lal 

, 1,,,lG·:·Ma.y .. -Elementsof l'hG"'12. Mi\$S-2. and 
. tn. 30tb ~ra.val Const Regt attl ved 

. Chu tal 
· 31 May .... Tota.l· u~a;lc strengthln RVN: ' 15.828 

5 .. 7 SI.,m ...... H&MS-12 and HABS-12 arrived Chu Lai 
· 10 .. 16 ·,Jun .. ..;Vl'il\ ... Z25 and W.f{ .. 311 arrived Chu La! 
· 12 j'un .. HMM-161 "arrived Phu Bal 

21·23 3un~-VMA·2l4 arrived Chu Lai 
23 .. 25 Jun--3d Serv Bn ( .. ), 3d MT Bn.(-).~ 

.' 3d Heel Bn (-) an-i ved Ds. Nang aDd 

. Chu Lai . . 
30 Jun·-Total US}~ strength in RVN: 19,530 

5 .. 12 Jul· ... HQa.~ ( ... ), 3d Ms:rDiv, arrived Os. Nang 
6-8 Jul- .. SLT2/7 landed Qui Nhon 
6 .. 8 Jul .... BLT 2/9 landed DA. liang . 

. 5-a Jul--H'~CO, 9th Marines, landed De. Nang ~~~ 
. ·10 Jul~,,:,lI'·h Mi\G .. ll.1anded Da Nang 

10 Ju1 .... W-tFA ... S42 landed Ds. Nang 
10 3ul--NMCa-9 landed On Nang 
12-L~ J2"f ...... 12tn Narlnes(-) arrived Da N'ang. 

Phu Ba.!, andChu La! 
12 .. 17J\l1· ... 3dTank Bn (-), 3d AT Sn (-), 3d' 

Engr En (-). 3d Shore Party Bn (-), 
1st .''-l!ltrae an (-). 9tb M!' Bn (-) 

. arrived Da l~ang' . 
31 Jul--Total US}'!: strength in RVH: 21,317 

7~13 Aug· ... Co A, 7th Engr Bn arrived Da i~anB 
14-15 Aug ..... H,~~ RLT .. 7. 1/7 (Rein). 3/11 (-) 

(Rein) arrived Chu La! 
15 ... 15 Aug--3/9(Rein) arrlved Ds. Nang 
lS-lh Aug~~Det'3d FSa arrived Da Nang 
20 Aug· .. Oet, ·ftt:~BN. 3d MarPiv arrived Da Nang 
23-25 Aug-.7th Engr a~'(-) and 1st Bridge Co 

( .. ), arri.ved Da Nang 
23 Aug--Rear elements of RLT-7 arrived Cbu La! 
28·29 Aug··l/l arrived De Mana 
31 Aug--l/l depnrted Da Nang 
31 Aug--Total USMC strength in .RVl'~: 34,04:;; 

~+ 
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~~e~lO' steR[( 
(Source: .Marine Corps Comaand c.tter Chronology 
of lIt MAF Buildup in RVN (TS»). 

4. (~estlon: llhat inerease~ subnemnt to ,31 AuS!!st 1965 
. are 121~? 

DATE 
1 Se.p 
1 Sap 
When 
Facilities 
Avs.l1able 

UNIT 
11hG .. 36 
BLT 3/7 
'l:l}!F(At~) -312 

W.J\. ... 211 

STRENGTH 
1.699 
1,600 

206 

221 

(Source: Sta.tus of Force report lSe?6S (5)). 

5. 9u!,*,ont Give a sortie s1Jl!!!l!FY for alr operations 
tbr2UJll! ~ust.·· 

i\nswer : (a) Fixed-wing; 
,_ b • I _ 

(b) Helicopter: 

June 
July 
AUgtlBt 

Total 

AI 4 '4 11::8 .;:;- ........ f,) 

F ... 4 •••• 2,715 
EF ... IOB ••• 563 
RJ:t .... 8A ....... 58 

Total •• 7,604 

Sorties ~ 

10,981} 37,493 
18,712 41,975 
1(;.900 . 32,189 

46,652 111,657 

Hours 

5,603 
5,431 
5,591 

15,525 

(Source: 'Weekly Summaries of Air Operations (5». 

6. (~.J.est1on: Give an an~lysi.s of Cper;,ation STARLlTE. 

imswc:: (a) The ope:ratio~ WClS ctXu:elved on the initiative 
of the 111 H[\F.. It wa. an offensivel striking foree operation. 

'-not a reaction t.v va '.nitiatlV'e. 

(b) The operation was based on good intelligen~. 
gained from U. S. Ul1itary, Vtetnmnese r.qi11tary. and Viet- . 
namese oivilian sources. The information. sUP7'lied by loce.l 
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villagers as a result of the . USMC civic action program 
played a signlficant part In tbe success Of the operat1on. 

ee) The operation was euwted with great 
dispatch and excellent security. resulting in the achieve­
ment of total surprise. 

(d) The opera.tion YU the f1.rat aajar joint! 
cOIIIblned operation in which USMC, USN, USA, TJSAF and JlVNAF 
forces participated and in which amphibious, helieopter- ,,_ ;':':.., 
lifted, and ground assault forces were .-played s1aultan.eously. . 
In addition, naval gunfire, artillery. close air support, ~~ 
armed helicopters, and fixect .. vt.ng transport·alrcraft were all 
utilized in an effective and coordinated effort arouad the 
clock •. 

. (.) The amphibious/maritime nature of the 
operation waS· manifest throughout •. !be ... provided access 
to the eneay and served as an anvil against which the Marines 
haRaered enemy et-nts. 

(f) Tbere·vere indications that the VC in ~ 
Da Nang and Chu La! aHas 1f8l:'e pr.,ar:f.na for offensive aetion. 
Oper.atlon STARUTE upset their plans/schedule. 

(g) USMC casualties totalled 51 kl1ltd and 203 
wounded; 75-80 peretmt of the wounds were .loot- OT super­
flc:lal. On 24 Auaust. when, tMoperatlon ended, eneay 
c:asual~lea were: 614 killed (by body count). 9 captured. 
and 42 suspects captured (4 of these wounded). An unde­
termined nuaber of .....,. were Haled in caves, . tunnels. and 
fartif1edpositions a8 the Van Tuong villa._ complex vas 
overrun.. Several a_pans loaded with VC fleelng the battle 
area were sunk by naval aunfire, but no count of these en.-y 
dead was AyailAble. ee. FMFPac reported 12 September that 
captured ~ documents revealed that 1.430 Viet Cong. in­
cluding a major aeneral. were killed in the operation. This 
:f.ntel.llgence was evaluated a.relia.ble and this figure 1s nov 
used as offiCial. 

(Sources: A<lminO n1FPae 200815Z Aug6.5 (5); III MAF Special 
SltReps. Operation STARLITE (5); ~\CV 2S0340Z ~ua65 (S); 
FMPPaG S1tRep #166, 120824Z Sep65 (S). 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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From: Commandant of the :tlarine Corps 
To: Chief of Naval Cperations (Op .. 09B94) 

A03D32-jeb 
Q003A26565 

St:.bJ: Da.ta on USMC operations in the Republic of Vietnam 
for OPNAV Operational Histories . 

ReEl (a) . Cdr WILLS (GP,..09B94). FO~"'ECON to Historical 
Branch. G.3 Division of 3 Sep 1965 

.. (b) OPNAV memo for DistList Op.09A2/rle 
Ser 3191>09 of 1 Jul· 1965 

(el eMC Itt' to CNO (Cp ... 09:394) A03D-jeb of 
·9 Jul 1965 

Ene1: (1) Data on USHC operations in llYN (rs) 

1. In response to the five. questions asked in reference (a) # 

and 1n acoord~e with references (b) and (c). information 
regarding ft. S. fi'..arine Corps operations in the RepubUc of 
Vietnam is submitted as enclosure (1). 

2. Thi.s letter is declass1fied upon removal ofenelosure (1). 
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DATA ON USMC OPElAIIONS IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

l.~estion: 'How manx H!ljnes were in RVNErior to the 
Plei~ lncident of February l~? 

./ Answer ~ 693 (as of 31 JanuaTY 1965). 
(Source: Marine Corps Command Center Chrono· 
logy of IIIt1AF Buildup in RVN (TS). 

2. Question: What were the major increases in Marine units 
and strengths from the Pleiku incident through 31 August? 

I 

Answer: 8 ... 16 Feb ..... 1st ~lBn ( .. ) landed Da Nang 
17 .. 18 Fep--CoC. 7th Engineer Bn, landed Da 

,Nang' ' ' 
28 Feb--Total USMC ,strength in RVN: , 1,248 

8~14 Mar ...... 9thMEB elements landed Da Nang 
(l/l, 3/9, Brig Arty Grp, Brig 
Log ,Spt Grp, ,M1 .. l62, NMCB ... 3) 

31 Mar--Total USMC strength in RVN; 5.140 

10·16 Apr .... More 9th MEB elements landed Da Nang 
(vr.fFA-53l. HQCO, 3d Marines, 2/3 
VMCJ·l ( .. ». 

13·15 Apr .... 3/4 (ttein) landed Phu Bal 
30 Apr--Total USMC strength in RVN: 8.878 

3 May--VMO-2 ( .. ):arrived Da ,Nang 
6 May--HQ,' III MAP and HQ,3d liarDiv (Fwd) 

arrived De, Nang , 
7 May .... HQCO. 4th t-la.rines, 1/4, 2/4, and 3/12 

(-) (Rein) and NMCB~lO landed Chu La! 
7 May--3d Recon Sn arrived Da Nang 
15-16 l1ay--Elements, of MAG-12. MASS-2. and 

HQ, 30th Naval Const Regt arrived 
Chu La! 

31 Ma.y .... Total USMC strength tnRVN,: 15,828 
,CJ) 11 15't,1 

5 .. 7 Jun .. -H&MS-12 andMABS·12arrived Chu La! 
lO .. 16..1un .... WAA .. 225 and VMA .. 311 arrived Chu Lai 

ENCLOSURE (1) 

1. TOP SECRET 
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12 Jun--Ifrli'I-161 arr.ived Phu Bai 
-21-23 Jun--Vt11-\-214 arrived Chu La! 
23-25 Jun--3d Serv Bn (-), 3d MT Bn (-), and 

3d Ned En (-) arrived Da Nang and 
Chu La! 

30 Jun--Total USN':: strength in RVN: 19,530 
~ D '9, "3'1' 

6-12 Ju1--H-=lBN' (-) J 3d MarDiv, arrived Da Nang > •• -. 

5-8 Jul--EL! 2/7 landed Qui Nhon 
6-8 Jul--5LT 2/9 landed Da Nang 
5-8 Jul- -H~GC, 9th r1.arines, landed Da Nang 
10 Jul--HQ, H.\G-11. landed Da. Nang 
10 Jul- -.'lM!i'A-542 landed Da Nang 
10 Jul--NM~B-9 landed Da Nang 
12-18 Jul--12th }farines (-) arrived Da Nang, 

!:'bu Bai, and Ghu La.i 
12-17 Jul--3d Tank 3n (-). 3d AT Bn (-), 3d 

Ensr Bn (-), 3d Shore Party Bn (.), 
1st /untrac Bn (-), 9th tIT Bn (-) 
arrived Da Nang 

31 Jul--Total USHG strength in RVN: 27,317 
(1) .27,.P1 ~ 

7-13 Aug--Co A, 7th Engr Bn arrived Da Nang 
14-15 Aug--W.{, RLT-7, 1/7 (Rein), 3/11 (-) 

(Rein) arrived Chu Lai 
15-16 Aug--3/9 (Re~n) arrived Da Nang 
15-16 Aug--Det 3d FSR arrived Da Nang 
20 Aug··Det, HQBN·, 3d HarDiv arrived Da Nang 
23-25 Aug-.7th Engr Bn (-) and 1st Bridge Co 

.(~), arrived Da Nang 
23 Aug--Rear elements of RLT~7 arrived Chu .Lai 
28-29 Aug--I/l arrived Da Nang 
31 Aug--1/3 departed Da Nang 
31 Aug--Total USMC strength in RVN: 34,046 

(Source: Marine Corps Command Center Chronology 
of III MAF Buildup in RVN (TS». 

3. Question: What increases subsequent to 31 August 1965 
are plarmed? 

Answer: 

.; 

DATE 
1 Sep 
1 Sep 

UNIT 
HAG-36 
BLT 3/7 

? 

DECLASSIFIED 

STRENGTH 
1,699 
1,600 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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DATE 
-S;p 

UNIT 
EaStPacMab/lstMarD1v 
( .. ) (Rein), 

STRENGTH 

15 Sep 
15 Sep 

2d lMt1 En 
Oet 1st FSR 

8.328 
534 
860 

When VMF(AW).312 
Facilities VMA-211 
Available 

206 
221 

(Source; Status of Force report ,lSep65 (S». 

4. ~estlon: Give a sortie summary for air operations 
througp Ausu;s t • 

Answer: (a) Fixed~wing:A~4 •••• 4.l68 
F .. 4 •••• 2.715 
EF-IOB., .663'· 
RF-8A ••••• 58 

~- Total •• 7,604 

(b) Helicopter: Sorties Pax -
June 10,980 37,493 
July' 18,772 41,975 
August 16,900 32,189 

Total, ' 46.652. 111,,657 
, , 

Hours 

5.603 
5,431 
5.591 

16.625 

(Source: Weekly Summ.ot'ies of Air Operations 

, 5. Queqtion: Give an analxsis of Operation ST&~LlTE. 

(s» • 

Answer: (3.) TIle operation was conc{.ived on the initiative 
of the III MAF. It was an"offensive/striking force operation, 
not a reaction to VC initiative. 

(b) 'The operation was based on good intelligence, 
gained from U. S. military, Vietnamese military. end Viet· 
namese civilian sources. The information supplied ~ local 
vi,llagers as --a result of the USMC civic action program played 
a significant part in the success o:f,~th~ opsration. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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TOr' ~\'~~R[l • 
(0) The operation was exeeuted with great 

dispatch and excellent ,security; resulting in the ach:i!eve.­
ment of total surprise. 

(d) '. The operation' was the first maj or joint! 
'~' combined operation in which USMC, USN, USA, USAF and RVNAF 

forces participated and in 'which amphibious. helicopter­
lIfted, and ground assault foroes were employed,simultaneously.' 
In addition, naval gunfire, artillery", close air support, 
armed helicopters, arid fixed-wing transport aircraft WEre all 
utilized in an effective and coordinated effort around the 
clock. 

, <e) The amphibious!maritime ,nature of the 
operation was'manifest throughout~ 'The sea provided access 
to the enemy and served as af). anvil against which the .Harines 
hammered enemy elements. .. 

(f) There were indications that the VC in the 
Da Nang and Chu Lal areas were preparing for offensive action. 
Operati.on STARLITE upset their plans! schedul~. 

(g) USMC casualties totalled 51 killed and 203 
wounded of which 97 required evacuation; other wounds were. 
superficial or minor. The Viet Cong lost 614 killed (by body 

. count), 9 captured, 42 suspeetseaptured . (4 of these wounded), 
and 109' assorted weapons captured. An undetermined number of 
enemy were sealed 1n caves, tunnels. and forttfhlid positions 
as' the Van Tuong village complex was·ov-errun. Several sam .. 

'c----_____ 'pans-, loaded with VC fleeing the battle area were sunk by 
naval gunfire, but no C01 'nt Qr these eneuty dead 1s available.' 

(Sources: AdminO FMFPac 200815Z Aug65 (S), III MAF Special 
SitReps, Operation STARLlTE ,(S); ~t4CV 250340Z Aug65 (S). 
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l"'rOl:1: ··':;Qnti:'l .. '%ant of thetQz.inc··C~s ' 
To: ' :::11ief of rl.!'~vnl· Cpm:::lticns (C:; .. !l9~~4) 

CO • ,", • • )'UL}..s • 

f':n~l: 

, . 

:ata on DS:~, o2'~rlltiong in ehci ~cp!J.blic oi: 7:Lcm:n' 
:or GPn,'.7 Cpcrat,ioor.l Eistcricz,' -, 

(<!) ct!t'" ~n::r-.J.tS' (m~-o9t9!l-) ~0BGCC:~ '" to !ll~ torica.l 
. " ,llr.:mtt.. C-2 !:..Iiv!~ic,n c!: Z :;'C? 196::; 

,('b). Of'T~" oer.lO, ~cr. Di.::;t1.1st Cri-09:.,.z/rlc 
, Scr :319:;09 or· 1 Ju1 1965 • 

. (c) 2:~1 ltr t" .':r.::~, «('~-C~J;;)") ~\OZ:~-Jc:) oS; 
S ,.J.:l 196$ 

1.' L., rC::3',an:1cto the i:ivc t:':"..1eGtiona a3~aC ,in roi'cxenc:c (:1.), 
,:.."1C!' in c.t!Col't~,::m:c vim refCrC:lCC3 (o)' enJ (c). inrc~t:tt!un 
Taznr<li:lc ::J. ::i. !.:sriti~ Cc't';,?n c::V-.xc.ticac in the', ~:~:.'l'UG.lic t..£ 
Vi£~tu.:-.!.1 i;;:; 3';l:l2-ittc~ ,:2:;; ct'!clolTiJ-::c (I). 

2., - 1 J ... ," , C'o' C:lC {}a..;-::"C \J.).' 
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. DATi), ON USHC CPm'~,\TIONS IN TIE! .R2l:ll1BUC or v:u;n7/!l! 
J • 

1~ question:' Hov marly I-!:1.rineo were in 11:'.111. prior to the 
::?leiku ,incident 0.£ Feb~ 19~5?-' .. ' . 

. " ,j~OWCl": .' '693 (as of .. 31 J3nUary i9~S). . 
...., (Sourc::.o: Uarinm Cot'pa CQa:Ialld Center Chl:cno-
... ' ' logy :"'of III 11.\7 £uU.uupin .RVH (TS). 

- .... .' .' .' . ,:'~ ," :.. . 

. 2. QYestion:····, ~lhat 'ttere 1:he.'i:ia or 1nc:re~es in Marino ·units 
and 8tr£M~s ·Zro!Q. the . .?lciku {net enttbrour.Q: 31 !tUgUst'l 

-\ris\t~r':"~ ~-lG Fcb-.lst··L:v.ir"nn (;.:l:·landcd 00: r1;mg. 
. . 17;'lOPe~-~Co Ct' 7th·Bng1.neGi:- 13:1; lend6d '0-' 

',' ' .' 1ianC . , ... ': . ". -'. 
. ' .:.' "; . -2a'Tc'!>~.Totf.\l. USI:C ntrcn13tb. in'· nVlf: l,24;!l . 

. . . ~., . 
!".' ',' 

~ a .. i4. I~-.9tb ~·~~:D. ~l~ntiJ 'lanclec': Da '::iann 
. . (1/3," S/9.:"I3:rig !It"ty Crp. Brig 

.' '. loe 'Spt: Cr?,' E11'1,.162, :a:.cJ .. J) '. 
31 Ma,r--Total U;JfiC strength in ::t'J!H 5.140 

.- . 

10-16 ~:'I"lr"'~~'lotc 9th I}!;B el~nt9 lruldeil De' r~2J.12 .. 
'.' .. ' (Vl·lA7.i\-531~:H:tCO, .3d.t!ni:-ineB, '2/3' '. 

'.' ~. 

. ",' 

'. VHCJ-l (..:»" •.... :.. . 
13-15'· I\pr~ ... 3/4., (aein) lc.n(k;d ·Phu. Bel 
30 .'i,r--Total USlXst:reng"th in,IWN: ~.878 

'3 May.-.VUO-2 c .. )· ~lwd ,Da. ~rang: ". 
(5 t·~y··!n, III r:'Il.J?· and ~,. .3d HarDiv ·(PwJ) 

. a.rr1V'ed Da Hone .' . 
7 ~by--~;-!CO~ 4th :'!'arulca,:' '1/4,' 2/4,.: nnd 3/1? 

(-) (i1e.ln) and: t:'·1Cn-10 13I1d~ Chi:;. 1.::l1 
t tkly--3d'Recan lln arrived Da Uane. 
15-15 liay--BlctlCt1tse 'of . A~iG-12. H'aSS-2, end 

i:Q." . 3Dth Unvnl Const :1~st uri vet: 
. . Chu wi .' ..' 

31 ! !ay- .. Tctnl U:JilC strcnuth in i~vn:· 1.:5 ,620 

5-7 Jun--11~'1S-12 fk"'ld r-ums .. 12 nrrived Chu :Lilli. 
10 ... 1'$J'Ul1-·~1>-22S and '1:11\ .. -311 arrive~l CIw. !.a1 

. . 

1 TOf ~[bRtT~-
DECLASSIFIED 
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J~~·'~i~Rfr 
. :' .. : : 

'. 

." " 

.' • .._. • • -I 

" ,12 Jun-~m-lM-161 arrived Phu &1' 
, 21 .. 23 Jun-.. \1r'1!:.';'Z14 'ilrrived Chu 'Lal 
'23-25 'Jun--3cl S'erv nn (~). 3d trT, :an (-) I and 

, ,; ':', ~ 3d NOd. En (~) a~:Lved D.1.. !-iang and __ " , 
, 'Ch~ wi " " ' 

30 Jun--Total USH(! strength in RV:l: 1~.530' 
- " 

'S .. 12 Jul--·E-Q1'3H ,(-). 3d I-:arD1v. arrived iJa !:ang 
,6-6 Jul~-BLT 2/7 landed ~ui Ubon ' 
(i-S Jul· .. SIzT' 2/9' l~ndet: .. D3 ~'lanz 

,5-3 Jul~':.n~~co. 9th 1:m:!nC3, landed 'Va i:i3Il!g 
1Q Jul .. -1::'!~· 11.:~G-ll, l-mded Da Hang i. 

lO J~1--V!'W'~'~ .. .542 lended Dc i:~ 
" to Jul--m-:CB .. <]: lanced 00. Hane 

: 12-;1.0 Jul--12th :i'mrinc:; ( .. ) n-riverl Dn Nang, 
" , ~ Dol, and Cbu Lei ' 

12 .. 17, Jul~ .. 3clTank ,Bn (-) I' 3d 'k""T ilrt' (~). 3d' 
, fulnr 'Sn ,( ~). 3d £hc~e J?a.1."ty3n (-).,~ 

lst' . .!Jmtrnc En (-), 9th lIT !In ( .. ) , 
, arrive<!. Da nang' _ 

31' Jul~' .. Tot~l US(~C strength inRViY: ,27,317' 

'7-13 Aue--Co'.\,'7th:1Zner,.Bn arrived Da, r~onz ' 
14-15 !\ug-.. lf.:(. nLT-7, 1/7 (Rein) 1 3/11 (-) 

, ' , (Rein) a.rri vcd Chu La! 
, ,15-1£ ;"~g--3/9' (Rein) arrived'Da l,Jang 
15-1~ .~ug;'-Det 3d, rsl.1 .:\n;'ived Da~'lang ", ' 
29 :;'uc-·Bct. I!C;2:i., 3d r1:n-Div arri*ved n~ F!G.1ln 
23 .. 25' f:.ug~';'7tb,;:m~ J';h (-) a.nt.! 1st Drldae ~ 

. " , (-). ~rr:l. ved, Da nang , 
23' i:'ut~ .. !lear eler.cmts of ill:t .. 7 an:ivod Chu Lat 
2a.-2~ :)'\l.n~-l/l 3rt'1.vao Da liang , ' , 
31 AU3~-1/3 dcpllrt.ed D~ Nang , 

, 31' Aug .. ·-Tot6.1 uSt<iC, 3tr~Stb. in IWJ:!: '3.4fO/~5 

(Source: Uilrine '.Corps COlM:lEind Centet; ChrCinolonY 
of III' fL'W 13uildup.1.n llV:'1 (TS). 

'3. "jueatim.!:, ' pBat" increnseo S'~}:lsciffi.uppt to 31 !'.\Uqust1965. 
ere, plailnad? ' ' ' , " 

DECLASSIFIED 
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. . . 
. . .c~'-'=C::... .... . . ' . 

... ·TOP£~~~~[T· 

15 Set.>: . !: 
15 :Jap 

DECLASSIFIED 

·t1ittT· 
~~cl1sb/lGtU:u:nlv 

. (-) (rteiri)" . 
2d LAt~'l !h 
Det.1Gt.·F~ . 

., ,-, 

Uhe."1 . vtI?(Anl-312 
rac:l1itia.s W.J).-211 :: ':. . 
Available .. 

',' ," ... 
," . 

~ 

3.328 
... 534 

.; 350 

·206 
221 

~.' .. guesti~: Give a sortie' ~ far.' air. o?Oratlons 

Ansucr: (a) Fixed-wine: :A~lh .' •• 4.15~ 
·''2~4 •••• 2,715 
!i'..F .. lOD ••• 663_ 
nl?.s~\. •••• 58 

... 

. ~otal •• 7., G'J4· . 

. . (b) i1ciicopterf,·. Oort.ics "" P,az 

.. June···. . lO~900 
.. July':.. . . "le, 772 

·il".lztlst ': . IG,SOO . 

Total: . 

37,493 
.41,975' 
32.109 

5~o03 
5,431 
5 391' . , 

16,G2S' 

. . .. (S~c:e:' I7~itiy sci;lri~~ics' '~i' j\,ir Cper~tionD (S)). 
. ." ~ . . . . '". - . . . . 

5.'. ·Question: ci~ on' ana.1YsiEJ of:··Gp.£~Gt1"on S1Y\ .. ~ITE. .' 

Answer;. (a) The opet~tion uao .. concd.ved.: cit tho 1nitiati:-<lc 
of· the III .. a';.F • It YD3 an offensiveI Gtr1!dns . force" oparat1on, 
not- a reaction to 'Ie initiative. . .:. 

'.' .:'. .'. (b) T~ "operation vaS b:l~cd on ~ good intelUuancc,: 
'Caine(} from U. S.o!littJ.r)',· \]icta'"mlCOC niilit . .:n-.t. 61d- Viet .. 
nc.-r.cnc civil1::m Scn.1rccti •.. rho inZOm!:Uon:ruppli,~ t>Y'Joc:al 
villF.lger::; ao n. result oithe US1·~G.civic; a(!tion p.roeram.pl2.ye~ 
e sianific~t: 1.'2rt .. 1n . the .. stcCCD3 o~·::~ opcra1!ion. '.' 

. . 

E11CWSU~ (1) 

TOP ~ ""~R' [T' ~ -' ,. ,; ", 

~~@ .. , 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

TOfSt~RET 
.. "':" .. .,;. • ' •.• '.', •• !.. 

. . . (C) 7hc. OPC:t'1lt:!.o..' l1!!.~ c.otroeuto~ with grent 
disp:ltch. a.~d er..ccllellt .. sccuri ty. :=~sul-':'ine:· in tho .achi-6ve ... 
nent of toto.! 8ur~1.·iE;C""· . . 

(c:l)' The o;,cr~tio!l 'ir.20 the· ri~st· r,mj01::"j6iht! 
cQrJb1nae oper.:ltion in which ti5t~C, USN,US.'i,· U9iQ and P.7iQ.,::' 
£arcca p.n<ticir>·ateu emu in-ohicu :J.m.phibious, helicopter­
lifted, nod srbund ~sS3~lt ~orcaa ~ero ernplajecl' stcult~cou~ly. 
In addition, naval· gunfire, m:ttl1cry, clo~a ~ir support, 

'.' . armcl.;1" hc11cop~c:;ra, 'and £i:~cd-tliri3 tr.m!:lport nircraft WB."e all 
.. utilized' !~. an ef~ectiva.2n~ coO-~~ted·effort 3round the 

. cloc!;.· . '. ...... 

. . . ." (e) The· ~phibioun/ra.'1rit1oa n::.t'l!rc 0: the . 
. '.' ·opm:<::tt.lon u~i!; .~'lifost tnrou31"1eut •. : 'nh"l !30a provi~ :lC~~3 . 

to the enemy ·t\nd !)o?!,vqd !!s' 0.."1 .. ,'mvi 1- . ng~inot wich t..'le li"U"Uics" 
.' ·.h:.mr.1O.."'ed·6namY. elCUlCA,ta. : .. .... ..... ...... . 

: • 'I 

., (f) '.:..107:0' 'tlOX'O ·inclicaticno·· th.:lt . the YC in tho' 
'~u. ncm~·llOd Ch~ La1' 'at-ens t1~~prt$p.2t"inc; ·tct'. ·o~fen3$.ve e:,\1t.ie.:l • 

. 0!1er~ticmS7.\~UT::: upoet t:hcir. plmifJ/.achecb.lc. . ' 
" '. .... . ~ 

. (g) ·.USHC c~aUr.:L:tioG. ·toto.l~e~ 51kl11cd .:mcl :20.3 
W.clJllf~eU ·o~. which 97 rCquirod .(!1/.:.ci.t.e.ti..:m; . other uounc~ .. lto.::C· . " 
~ltl!?oZ"fici~l or t!inor. . n~. '7iot ··~o~ lost, ·:S1!~ i-:illed (::'j";' ben;" 
·cnu..'I'lt). 9" C:~l1PJ..l:'C"J (~2" qu~:::;Gcts. c"-~')t"~:! (4 of these 'W'cm...'1.2.C~), 
c7 ... '1.:l 109 c.ssQa..:'too t'1C~porls' ~;!?turod~ ~ ;'hU iJ..1'1Gcterninod .. rl'wncCt" 0': 
enemy l.~t'Q oealad. in c:lV"c~~ t"~"mCl::; • .:l..t'}c fo:"ti:Zie;cl ;"JJsitions 
no tho \'on' 'lUOnc ·vl112..:;e· ~t'~l$ 'tItlS crJcrrun.· S~YlCrQl CmJ!- . 

. :!~n::; lo~ded with i!C .fl,ce1ix; the h::.ttlc c.rr.::Q "'~'rc ~~ljl"~~ It>j '.' . . 
'naval' eunfi-rQ, . but ~c CIIY4nt 0= 1:tlOs~ cne::rlY cle~.d is o.v:.aib7)la.· , 

• • ."..', I • . 

(30urcC~: :\dmi..iiO .. :?!·~ac 2t'ti315Z :\uS6!j (5); ·III.H/lJ.'":' ~1?ecinl 
HitRe~.<::t Cperation. STA",'1LI~ (S);' H',.C"v'" 2503I;OZ'\uS65 (~1) .. 

(. 

..... ," 

." . r' • 

. . 
. 7.,. ",' .. ' 

l~. 
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. From: 
'To: 

DECLASSIFIED 

. :.': 

C~t'~ or ' t be t1arine C(¢'1)$ , 

'Gbief q-f Jleval ,': :Oil.':atio,na (op .. 09D 4) , " 

A03D32-jeb, 
0003A26565 ' 

SUbj:' . Data on USl1\J opel"o,tions'iri"tbe" 
, for OPNAV Ope~atlonal H~~torie$ 

hl1C of V:Letraalli 

r~f: '(a) Cdr ~tS.(Ol? ... 09n94) P'Ci;SC01:r t:, lUstorlcal 
, " Bl:'anen. (4 ... 3 Divi.s1cn of> 3 Bel" 65 

(1)) OPNAV mel'l1O for' 01stList Op...o91\' Irle, 
, Ser 319P09 of '1· Jut 1965 , ,:'" 

(e)C1:·1C ltt'to ~rc (C!l...o9nS4) l:'03n cb of 
9 Jul 195$ ~ , , 

lenell ('\) Dat·a, on USHC' op~$.tionsin RvN (TS) , 

1. In response to the five quest:lotis' as 1nreferanc.e (a). 
and in o.-coorclanee witb references (b). ~ (0) J information 
regarding' U. S. Ma'l"ine Corps optl'tations I. the Ri!pubUe of" ' 
Vio~ is sulattterl as enclooUl"c {ll.-' ' , 

2. This lGtter isdeeL':l.Sslfied Ur-?01l" "alof 'eneloaure (1). 

" , 
.", . 

DECLASSIFIED 
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·YOPSECREl 
DATA ott USHC OPERATIONS IN nm REPUBLIC OF VI~m\l'l 

1. Qwrstion: How many tiarines were in ltVN Erior, to the 
'·leiku .tneldent ·of Febr.J.arY; 19651 

. rlpStfer: ~9l (lis of 31 Jamw:ry 1965). 
(Source: ~~rine Corps Command Center Chrono­
·logy of III , 11.~ Buildup inRVN (TS). 

,2. '~stion: What werethemaj,or increases in Nel£ine· units' 
and strengths from the Pleiku incident tl~ou8h 31 AUSMst? 

Answor: .0-16 Feb· .. 1st IAlJl'1 Bn ( .. )landcd De. Nang 
17 .. 18 Feb .. ..:Co C, 7th Engineer Bnt landed !in 
Nang 
28 FQb~ ... Toto.1 USl1C stt'ength in RVN! 1.248 

0 .. 14 t-1ar ... ;"9th t-mn elements ~dedDa Hans 
(1/3, 3/9. Brig Arty Grp, Brig 
l,og Spt Crp, }tl'1M-162, NMCS-J) 

31 Mar ..... Total, USHC . strength in ~V1$J; 5,140 

10 ... 16 j\pr .. ~More 9th MEB elements landed Da· Nang 
. (VUFA-531. nqco, 3d Nar1nes, 2/3 
VHCJ-l ( .. ». 

13 .. 15 hpr··3/4 (Rein) landed Phu Bal 
30 Apr··rotal USMC strength in RV1~l 8,818 

. :3 Ma.y .. ·~VMO-2 (-)arrived Da Nang . 
6 Hay ... ·liQ. 'III Nl.}.Fand UQ, 3d HarDiV' (Fwd) 

arri ve.d Da. Uang .. 
7 Hay .... llZ1CO .. 4th flat-inea, 1/4. 2/4. and 3/12 

(-) . (Rein) and. NNCB-IO landed Chu lai .'. 
7 Hay ... ·3d Recon Brt arrived Da tIang 
lS-16Uay.-ElementA.\ of ~:AG"'12t U~S-2. and . 

. H~, 30ttqUaval Const Regt arrived 
Cbu Lai 

3.1 r·1a.y ...... TotalUSHC strength in RVNt 15.828 

5 ... 7 Jun· ... llUYJS·12 and !':1t\DS·12 arrived Chu tat 
10 .. 16. Jun--W·1A ... 225 and. VM.J\-311 arrlvedChu Lal 

Et~ClDSIm.£ (1) ;--,. 

1 lOPSECREl 
DECLASSIFIED 
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.:. 
r.~ ;~ :~;. . .' , 

. - ' .. 

l'2.Jun-wHMM~t61',arrived"Phu Bai , ~. ,'d' 

~,1·2,3 Jun .. ·VMA·214 ardved Chu Lai ' '::: " , 
23~2? Jun--3d Serv Bn" ~-), 3d MT En (:'),' and 

- " ~ 

; , >3d Ned Bn' ( .. )7 arrived Da Nang :and ,," 
. ,;.. : -Chu Lal ,'" > . .-- ,. !' ~.. ' ' 

;, 39' j¥~:. ~ Total USMC" s~rength, in RVr~': 19,530,"; , 
.- -:~"~,:,,, -' ' '.~.i) J4,3Q,' 

'6-1? Jul .. -HQBN.(.J ; 3d MarDiv. arrived 'Da' ,Nailg' ': ; 
, ","6-8 Jul w -BLT2!7'landed Qui Nhon ,"',' .'. : 

6-8,~:ul~ -BLT ';2/9 landed Ds. Nang " , .-
~ ",', :&-S':.rtl1o;.':HQCC, 9th'YiS.rines , landed Da Nang 

,10 Jui-:HQ; 'MAG~ll-t 1,anded Da Nang 
10.:Jul--\lt1FA'-542 ianded Da Nang' '0 

10 Jul~·NMCB·9.1anded Qa Nang , ' 
" 1~-18 Jul--12th Harines, (':') 'arrived Da Nang, 

-., ....... ',. ~~ ~ .. ,.1:..~J.Bai,-arid~Ch\!Lai ,', . 
,':.', 12*17 Jul:·3d Tank Bn', (-)'f 3d AT 8n,·(-)'; 3d , 

,; " '.- . ,'. . ,. ,Engr. Bn (-) t 3d Shore Party Bn (:.) ~'1 
" ", . 1st Amtrac sn (.), 9th 1'1T Bn; (-) ',>. 

""" : ',' ", " 'ardved Di N!ID8' , 
)1 Ju~.-Total USHC _strength in Rm~: 27,3,17 

• ,L" ~ _' : (1) 2'7 f rcVl.~ . 
7 ~13 Aug~,.Go 'A, 7th Engr.. Bn arrived ,Da' Nang' , 
14~15Aug':,-HQ, RtT~7~.1/7:,(Rein) ,'3/n (.) , . 

, .. , .. ' ,,'(Rein) arrived Chu l.a.i ,:.- ' .. 
,,' 15:"16 'Aug--3/9.'(Jie~n)-.,a~dvedDa' Nang' 

.' "15-16 Aug:. -Det ,3d FSR ard ved Da Nang "'" 
. '20' Aug:"':'Det, HQBN,' 3d'MarDiv arrived ria' Nang, ' 

, 23, - 25 Aug - -7th Engr. ,Bn (-) and 1st Bridge, Co 
~ ~' , .c·Y, . al'ri ved" Da Nang . " .' '. , 

", ,23 Aug-:~Rear ~dements of RLT .. ]' a.rrived, Chu,Lai 
28-29 Aug--l!l arrived Da Nang "",-:, 
,~l Aug-.:'1/3 departed Da.Nang " ' 

1 • 

" 31 Aug.-Totar·USMC s~l'ength' in RVN: '"34,046,, " 

.... 
~"\. ·'r. : , • , '. 1 I,.;! • ': • L -. '. I •. ,. ' ~. " 

',', (Sc;>urce: 'Marine Corps Command Center ',Chronology " 
, ,.of' III ,MAF Buildup '1n . RVN (TS» ~ ;," ',: . 

~ ,. '." 

,3. gy,estion: :,~-niat increases subsequent to 31· AU8t!st 1965' 
, are' planned? , ' 

',Anstier'! "D~~TE UNIT 
,i Sep , ," ',. MAG-36 

1. Sep " B~T 3/7 ' 

"i. 

"':" . 
'- . 

DECLASSIFIED 

", STRENGTH" 
. 1~699 ," 
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TOP S[CREl 
n.".TE - Sep 

15 Scp 
15 _5ep 

DECLASSIFIED 

miIT 
Ea'StPacl;ab/1stl1tlrDiv 
(-) (~eln) 
2d L\J\!l En 
Det 1st FSR 

'flien . Vl-L"7'(AY) .. 312 
Facilities VN.\- 211 . 
Available 

STa:NCT!-I 

0,328 
534 
e50 

206 
221 -

(Source: Status of Force report lSep65 (s».-

4. Question: Give a sortie oummary for air· operations 
throurJ! August. 

l\nswer: (a) Fixed-winG: ii-I ... ~ .4,16B 
F-4 •••• 2,715 

·EF .. IOB ••• 663·_, 
Rr:'-Sl\ ••••• 513 

Total •• 7 J 604 

(b) Helicopter: Sorties Pax Hours 

·June 10,980 37.493 5,603 
July. 18,772 41,975 - 5.431 
£'\ugust 16,900 32,189 5,591 

( 
I Total 4.6,652 111,657 15,525 

(Source: r1e~kly S~ries of Air Cperations (S» • 

s. Stuestion: Give an :.L"lO.lysis of 0ES-ration STARLlTE. 

~\nswer: (a) The operation was conc-!ved on the Inititlt::''VEr 
of the III MAF. It was an offensive/striking force operation, 
not 3 reaction to VC.inltiative. 

(b) The operation was based on good intel1igen~et 
gained from U. S. military, Vietnamese military, earl Viet·­
namese civilian sources. The information supplied by local 
villagern as a result of the UgMC civic ·action ~~o~amplayed 
a signific.mt part in the success off_~he opera.1!101'r. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
3 TOP ~~R,l 
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TOP SECREl 
" (c) The operation was executed with great 

dl$patcband, excellent security, resulting' in the achi'3ve­
ment.of .total surprise .. 

'. ,. (d}The 'cperation waS the f~rst 1MJO~ .Joint! 

.. ' " 

c('Jl!lblned~opet'o.tion in WhlchUSHC. USN, USA, USAF· end RVN.#U* 
. forces p~icipated:"and in which ~phibiousj helicopter ... 
lift~4." and groUnd' assault. ~orces were employed simultaneously. 

,In addition;naval,:gunfi~et artillery, c)-oB.e air support, '.-.., 
armed helicopters. an4fixed,,:wingtt~sport aircra.ft were all . 
'utilized in an efrective and coOrdinated effort around the . 
c1oelt. " .. 

• '" .0' . l .... " ;', 

. ' (0) .'1he,~phihlou·s/~rltlnie natu~e.·of>the 
operationwas.~nnifcstthrougb~t •. The ,sea provided ~cce8. 
to' the enemy. a.n(! ~erved .as an. bl)Vil e.ga:~nst,: which tho 1:1ariMa 
llr.u:nrn.ared en~y ·elemeri~s. . .. ,. . .. "f. 

. (i:'> " TIwl'ewere' 'lridleatlons that the VC in the 
Dn. 411angand Chu !at . arena Were, preparing for'offeruJive action • 

. Operation STAR-LITS upset· their plOOiS/schedule.· . 
" , "' . 

(g) 'USMC casunities totalled 51 killed and 203 
'wounded of l>1hich 97 required evacuation. other :wounda 'ticra . 
superficial or minor. n'le Viet Cong lost 61/* la1led (by ~oclr 
count), 9 . mptured. !~2 suspects captured (4 of these "(1ounded)" 
and 10:9 nssorted 'W'eapons'co.ptUl:'ccl. ' lin .UtKlcterm!nednum~-r of 
~nemy were" sea.led in CZlV(SS, eunne13~ lUlU fortified positions 
as ~ tho Van '1\tone village eOl11plex va.$ overrun.. Several sam­
pans 'lended '11th VC fleeing d)G battle ar.ea were sunk by 
m,~·..ro.l gunfire. bu.tnoecNllt of these enemy' dead: is available. 

'.. 1. .' • • . , .. ' 

(SourCGS: . AdmlnQ m11."Pac 200S1Si ~\U365 (S); III tl,!\F~1?et:lal 
SitReps, Operation STi1RLlTE (S); l1ACV 250340Z Aug65 (3)" .. ·.,.-

. ". ' " 

. :' 

TOP SECREl . . 
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ECREl DEPARTMENTOFTHENAVY 

From: 
To: 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. Z0380 

Conrrnandant of t he Marine Corps 
Chief of Naval Operations (Op-09B94) 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

A03D32-jeb 
0003A26565 

Subj: Data on USMC operations in the Republic of Vietnam 
for OPNAV Operational Histories 

Cdr WELLS (OP-09B94) FONECON~O Historical 
Branch, G-3 Division of 3F:sel' ·i9.e.§~2...3~ jft.)­
OPNAV memo for DistList Op-09A2/rle 
Ser 3l9P09 of 1 Jul 1965 
CMC ltr to CNO (Op-09B94) A03D-jeb of 
9 Jul 1965 ~~L'--

~M'- ~ 

Encl: (1) Data on USMC op~rations,in RVN (TS) 

~ 
1 •. In response to the ~~ quest~ons asked in referenceJ(a)~1 
and in acoordance with referencesli~ ande~, information 
regarding U. S. Marine Corps operations in the Republic of 
Vietnam is submitted as enclosure (1). 

2. This letter is declassified upon removal of enclosure (1). 

lOP StCR£l 
DECLASSIFIED 
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.1-1'1 >ttY t ~Ti-t 1.. 
Add: 

t.1J ' 
~Question: What Marine Corps units were part of 

Task Groups 76'.5 and 76.7 on 7 February 1965? 

knswer: TG 76.5 had the Marine Special Landing 

Force, consisting of BLT 1/9 and HMM-162, embarked; TG 

76.7 had BLT 3/9, with a strength of 1,323 personnel, 

embarked. 

(Source: Marine Corps Command Center Backup File (8)). 

DECLASSIFIED 
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TOP SECRET 
DATA ON USMC OPERATIONS IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

1. Question: How many Marines were in RVN prior to the 
P~eiku incident of February 19657 

Answer: 

~~Y' 
. ~ 

.-? . 

693 (as of 31 January 1965). 
(Source: Marine Corps Command Center Chrono­
logy of III MAF Buildup in RVN (TS) • 

~;t. Question: What were the major increases in Marine units 
and strengths from the P1eiku incident through 31 August? 

Answer: 8-16 Feb--lst LAAM Bn (-) landed Da Nang 
17-18 Feb--Co C, 7th Engineer Bn, landed Da 
Nang 
28 Feb--Tota1 USMC strength in RVN: 1,248 

8-14 Mar--9th MEB elements landed Da Nang 
(1/3, 3/9, Brig Arty Grp, Brig 
Log Spt Grp, HMM-162 , NMCB-3) 

31 Mar--Tota1 USMC strength in RVN; 5,140 

10-16 Apr--More 9th MEB elements landed Da Nang 
(VMFA-531, HQCO, 3d· Marines, 2/3 
VMCJ - 1 (-)). 

13-15 Apr--3/4 (Rein) landed Phu Bai 
30 Apr--Tota1 USMC strength in RVN: 8,878 

3 May--VMO-2 (-) arrived Da Nang 
6 May--HQ, lIIMAF and HQ, 3d MarDiv (Fwd) 

arrived Da Nang 
7 May--HQCO, 4th Marines, 1/4, 2/4, and 3/12 

(-) (Rein) and NMCB-10 landed Chu Lai 
11-12 Mal/-- 3/ aH\Ii~d chvLu 7 May--3d Recon Bn arrived Da Nang 

f ~3 --I5-16 May--E1ements of MAG-12 , MASS-2, and 
HQ, 30th Naval Const Regt arrived 
Chu Lai 

31 May--Tota1 USMC strength in RVN: 15,828 

5-7 Jun--H&MS-12 and MABS-12 arrived Chu Lai 
10-16 Jun--VMA-225 and VMA-311 arrived Chu Lai 
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~'1 -r ~3. Question: 
: are planned? 

Answer: 

12 Jun--HMM-161 arrived Phu Bai 
21-23 Jun--VMA-214 arrived Chu Lai 
23-25 Jun--3d Serv Bn (-), 3d MT Bn (-), and 

3d Med Bn (-) arrived Da Nang and 
Chu Lai 

30 Jun--Tota1 USMC strength in RVN: 19,530 

6-12 Ju1--HQBN (-), 3d MarDiv, arrived Da Nang 
6-8 Ju1--BLT 2/7 landed Qui Nhon 
6-8 Ju1--BLT 2/9 landed Da Nang 
6-8 Ju1--HQCO, 9th Marines, landed Da Nang 
10 Ju1--HQ, MAG-II, aanded Da Nang 
10 Ju1--~FA-542 landed D~ Nang 
10 Ju1--NMCB-9 landed Da Nang 
12-18 Jul--12th Marines (-) arrived Da Nang, 

Phu Bai, and Chu Lai 
12-17 Jtil--3d Tank Bn (-), 3d AT Bn (-), 3d 

Engr Bn (-), 3d Shore Party Bn (-), 
1st Arntrac Bn (-), 9th MT Bn (-) 
arrived Da Nang 

31 J~1--Tota1 USMC strength in RVN: 27,317 

7-13 Aug--Co A, 7th Engr Bn arrived Da Nang 
14-15 Aug--HQ, RLT-7, 1/7 (Rein), 3/11 (-) 

(Rein) arrived Chu Lai 
15-16 Aug--3/9 (Rein) arrived Da Nang 
15-16 Aug--Det 3d FSR arrived Da Nang 
20 Aug--Det, HQBN, 3d MarDiv arrived Da Nang 
23-25 Aug--7th Engr Bn (-) and 1st Bridge Co 

(-), arrived Da Nang 
23 Aug--Rear elements of RLT-7 arrived Chu Lai 
28-29 Aug--1/1 arrived Da Nang 
31 Aug--1/3 departed Da Nang 
31 Aug--Tota1 USMC strength in RVN: 34,046 

(Source: Marine Corps Command Center Chronology 
of III MAF Buildup in RVN (TS». 

What increases subsequent to 31 August 1965 

DATE 
1 Sep 
1 Sep 

UNIT 
MAG-36 
BLT 3/7 

2 
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STRENGTH 
1,699 
1,600 
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DATE 
gep 

15 Sep 
( 

15 Sep 

UNIT 
Eas tPadfab/1stHatDi (,T 

(-) (Re1n) , 
2d LAAM Bn 
Bet 1st FSR 

When VMF(AW)-3l2 
Facilities VMA-2ll 
Available 

STRENGTH 

~,3LS 

534 
860 

206 
221 

(Source: Status of Force report lSep65 (S)). 

~. Que s t i on : .::.G.=.i v..:...:::.e_a::.....:s::..o:::.:r:...t:::.:i::.:e::......:s:.:unun==:.:::a::r'-t.y--=f~o:.::r-..:::a:.=i:.::::r-..:::o..t:p.:::e.=..r.:::a..:::.t.=.i.::;on:.:.:;:.s 
through August. 

Answer: (a) Fixed-wing: 

(b) Helicopter: 

June 
July 
August 

Total 

A-4 •••• 4,168 
F-4. ' .... '2 ,715 
EF-lOB ••• 663 
RF-8A ••••• 58 

Total •• 7 ,604 

Sorties Pax 

10,980 37,493 
18,772 41,975 
16,900 32,1~9 

46,652 111,657 

Hours 

5,603 
5,431 
5,591 

16,625 

(Source: Weekly Sununaries of Air Operations (SJj). 

~~' Question: Give an analysis of Operation STARLITE. 

Answer: (a) The operation was conceived on the initiative 
of the III MAF. It was an offensive/striking force operation, 
not a reaction to VC initiative. 

(b) The operation was based on good intelligence, 
gained from U. S. military, Vietnamese military, and Viet­
namese civilian sources. The information supplied by local 
villagers as a result of the USMC civic action program played 
a significant part in the success of;the operation. 
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Delete paragraph (g), page 4; replace with the following: 

(g) USMC casu~ties totalled 51 killed and 203 

wounded; 75-80 percent of the wounds' were minor or 

superficial. On 24 August" when the operatiion ended, 

enemy casualties were: 614 killed (by body count), 9 
and 

captured,/42 suspects captured (4 of these wounded). 

An undetermined number of enemy were sealed in caves, 

tunnels, and fortified positions as the Van Tuong village 

complex was overrun. Several sampans loaded with VC 

fleein~ the battle area were sunk by haval gunfire, but 

no count of these enemy dead was available.CGFMFPac 

reported 12 September that captured enemy docmnents 
revealed 

£ ! 3 that 1,430 Viet Cong, including a major general, 

were killed in the operation. This intelligence was 

evaluated as reliable and this figure is now used as 

official. 

(Uources: AdminO FMFPac 2008152 Aug65 (S); III MAF Special 

SitReps, Operation STARLITE (8); NACV 2503402 Aug65 (S); 

FMFPac 8itRep #166, l20824Z 8ep65 (8).) 
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(c) The operation was executed with great 

dispatch and excellent security, resulting in the ach·:heve­
ment of total surprise. 

(d) The operation was the first major joint/ 
combined operation in which USl'1C, USN, USA, USAF and RVNAF 
forces participated and in which amphibious, helicopter­
lifted, and ground assault forces were employed simultaneously. 
In addition, naval gunfire, artillery, close air support, 
armed helicopters, and fixed-wing transport aircraft wece all 
utilized in an effective and coordinated effort around the 
clock. 

(e) The amphibious/maritime nature of the 
operation was manifest throughout. The sea provided access 
to the enemy and served as an anvil against which the Marines 
hammered enemy elements.' 

(f) There were indications that the VC in the 
Da Nang and Chu Lai areas were preparing for offensive action. 
Operation STARLITE upset their plans/schedule. 

'(&) USMC casualties totalled 51 killed and 203 
wounded of which ~Zrequired evacuati~ther wounds were 
superficial or mino2--.Tpe Viet C.9ng'-Lost 614 killed (by body 
count), 9 captured, 42 su-sp.~c~s~·captured (4 of these wounded), 
and 109 assorted weap0l!..$ ...... captu.reEl .. · An undetermined number of 
enemy were sealed iJl/caves, tunnel~and fortified positions 
as the Van Tuon~-villagecomplex was o~'I'~ Several sam­
pans loaded with VC fleeing the battle area we'£~ sunk by 
naval~fe, but no count of these enem~ dead is available. 

(Sources: AdminO FMFPac 200815Z Aug65 (S); III MAF Special 
SitReps, Operation STARLITE (s:); MACV 250340Z Aug65 (S). 
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