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From: Commandant of the Marine Corps
Tot Chief of Naval Cperations (Op-09394)

dubj: Data on USMC operastions in the Republic of Vietnawm
for OPHAV Cperational Histories

Ref: (a) Cdr WELLS (0p-09B94) FGNEZCN to Historical
Branch, G-3 Division of 23 Sep 1965
(b) OPNAV memo for DistList Op-09:2/rle
Ser 319P09 of 1 Jul 1865
(c) OMC ler to CNO (Op-09B94) AQ3D-jeb of
S Jul 1965

Encl: (1) Data on USMC operations in RVN (TS)

1. 1In response to the six questions asked in reference (2},
and in accordance with references (b) and (c), information
regarding U. S. Marine Corps operations in the Republic of
Vietnam is subaitted as enclosure (1).

2. This letter is declassified upon removal of enclosure (1).
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1. (uestion! How many Marines were in RVN pg*g5 to the
Pleiku ineident of ”bbruary 19637 :

Angwer: 693 (as oE 31 Janua:y 1965) .

(Sourca. Marine Corps Command Center Chrono~
‘logy of III MAF Buildup in R?H (TS)). :

2. @gg;tion. What Marine Corps units were part of Tuak
Groups 6.5 and 76.7 on J Fabruary 18657 -

inswer: TG 76.5 had the Marine bpeci&l Landing Force.i
consisting of BLT 1/9 and H1-162, embarked; TG 76.7 had
BLT 3/9, with a strength of 1,323 personnel, embarked.

 (Source: Marine Corps Command Center Dackup

3. uuestion: What were the major increases in Marine units
and strengths from the Pleiku incident through 31 August?

© inswer: 816 Feb--lat LAAM Bn (-) landed Da Nang
17-18 Feb--Co T, 7th Engineer Bn, landed Da
- Hang
28 th--rotal USMZ strength 11 RVN: 1,248

.. 8~14 Mar--9th MEB elements landed Da Hang
(1/3, 3/9, Brig Arty Grp, Brig
log Spt Grp, HMM-162, NMCB-3)

31 Mar--Tctal USMC strength in RVN: 35, 140

10-16 Apr--MHore 9th MEB elements landed Da Nang
(VMrA-531, HQCO, 3d Marines, 2/3
wMeT-1 (-)).

'13-15 Apr--3/4 (Rein) landed Phu Bai

30 Apr--Total USMC strength in RVN: 8,878

3 May--VMD-2 (-) arrived Da Nang

6 May--HQ, III MAF and HY, 3d MarDiv (Fwd)
arrived Da ! ,

7 Hay--HJCO, 4th. 4arines, 1/4, 2/4, and. 3/12
(-) (Rein) and }MCB-10 landed Chu lai
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7. May--3d Recon Bn arrived Da Nang
- 11-12 May--3/3 arrived Chu Lai
15¢16 May--Elements of MaG-12, MASS-2, and
o R © B, 30th Maval Const Regt arrived
= | . Chu lai
‘ 2 May--Total Uoic strength in RVN:- 15,828

-5-7 Jun¢~n&FS 12 and MABS-12 arrived Chu lai
- 10-16 Jun-~«VMA«225 and VMA-311 arrived Chu lai
12 Jun-HMM-161 arrived Phu Dai
2123 Jun--VMA-214 arrived Chu Lai
. 23 25 Jun--3d Serv Bn (-), 3d MT Bn (-), and
-3d Med Bn (~) arrived Da Nang and
" Chu lai
30 Jun--Total USHC strength in RVN: 19,530

6-12 Jul--HQBY (-), 3d MarDiv, arrived Da Wang
6-8 Jul--BLT 2/7 landed Qui Nhom
6-8 Jul--BLT 2/9 landed Da Nang . e,
© 6-3 Jul--HJCO, 9th Marines, landed Da Nang S e
10 Jul--H}, MAG-11, landed Da Nang g
10 Jul~--VMFA-542 landed Da Nang
10 Jul--NMCE-9 landed Da Nang ‘
12-1? Jul-«12th Marines (-) arrived Da Nang,
Phu Bai, and Chu Laf :
12~17 Jul--3d Tank Bn (-), 3d AT Bn (-), 3d
' Bngr~»q -, 3¢ Shore Party Bn (-), .
1st ‘wtrec Bn (<), 9th MT Bn (-) °
"arrived Da Nang o :
31 Jul-fTotal sk strength in RVIi: - 27, 317

7-13 Aug--3o a, 7th Engr Bn arrived Da Fang

14-15 Aug--H3, RLT-7, 1/7 (Rein), 3/11 (-)
{Rein) arrived Chns Lai

15-16 Aug--3/9 (Rein) arrived Da Mang

15-16 Aug--Det 3d FSR arrived Da Nang

20 Aug--Det, H{BN, 3d Marblv arrived La Wang

23-25 Aug--7th Engr Bn (-) and 1lst Bridge Co
(-), arrived Da Nang

23 Aug--Rear elements of RLT-7 arrived Chu Lai.

28-29 Aug--1/1 arrived Da Nang

31 Aug--1/3 departed Da Nang o .

31 Aug--Total USMC strength in RVN: 34,045

CLCSURE (1) 7
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(Source! Harine Coxrps Coﬁnand Center Chronology
of IIT MAF Buildup in RVN (TS)).

4. tuestion: What increases subsequent to 31 August 1965

-are planned? )
Answer: ~ DATE . uMIT STRENGTH
4 1 Sep WG-36 1,659
1 Sep BLT 3/7 1,600
‘ When ' Mr(aw) -312 206
. Facilities '
T Avsilable MA-211 221
(Source: Status of Force report 1Sens5 (S)).
5. Question: Give a sortie summary for alr cperations
throqgg August.”
ABSWE‘:. (a) Fiad'wj.ﬂga --7"5"‘!;. [Y) 06.168
: . . . F‘Aoo.«02’715
EF‘IOBU - 0563
e E%"SAt t . .58
Total..7,504
(b) Helicopter: Sorties  Pax Hours
June 10,980 37,493 5,603
July 18,772 41,575 5,431
- August 16,900 32,189 5,591
Total 46,652 111,657 15,225

(Souvce: Weekly Summaries of alr Operations (3)).

6. uestion: Give an analysis of Cperation STARLITE.

Answer : (a) The operation was concelved on the inltlative
of the IIT NAF, It ias an offensive/striking force oweration,
~hot a reaction to VO 1nitiative.

A , (b) The operation was based on good intelligence,
g2ined from U. S. Military, Vietnamese military, and Viet-
namese civilian sources. The information supplied by local

gt

>

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

g

" T0P SECRET

villagers as a result of the . USMC civic action program
played a significant part in the success of the operation.

(c) The operation was executed with great
dispatch and excellent security, resulting in the achieve-
ment of total surprise.

(d) The operation was the first major joint/
combined operation in which USMC, USN, USA, USAF and RVNAF
forces participated and in which amphibious, helicopter- SR ot
1ifted, and ground assault forces were employed alnultancoualy. o
In addition, naval gunfire, artillery, close air support,
armed helicopters, and fixed-wing transport aireraft were all
utilized in an effective and coordinated effort around the
clock. .

. (e) The amphibioua/marxtinc nature of the
aperation was manifest throughout. The sea provided access
to the enemy and served as an anvil against which the Marines
hammered enemy elements, .

(f) There were indications that the VC in the .
Da Nang and Chu Lal areas were preparing for offensive action.
Operation STARLITE upset their plans/schcdulo.

(g) USMC casualties totalled 51 killed and 203
wounded; 75-80 percent of the wounds were minor or super-
ficial., On 24 August, when.the operation ended, enemy
casualties were: 614 killed (by body count), 9 captured,
and 42 suspects captured (4 of these wounded). An unde-
termined number of enemy were sealed in caves, tumnels, and
fortiffed positions aa the Van Tuong village complex was
overrun. Several sampans losded with VC fleeing the battle
area were sunk by navel gunfire, but no count of these enemy
dead was available, CG, FMFPac reported 12 September that
captured enemy documants revaasled that 1,430 Viet Cong, in-
cluding a major general, were killed in the operation. This
intelligence was evaluated as rellable and this figure is now
used as official.

(Sources: AdminO FMFPac 200815Z Augé5 (S); III MAF Special
SitReps, Cperation STARLITE (S); MiACV 2503402 Augbs (S);
FHF?m SitRep #166, 120824Z Sep5S (s))

ENCLOSURE (1)
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From: Commandant: of’ the darine Corps
To: Chief of Naval Gperations (0p-09B94)

Scbj: Data on USMC onerations in the Republic of Vietnam
for OPNAV Operational Histories

"Ref: (a) Cdr WELLS (GPwQ9B94),F@HECDN to Historical
Branch, G-3 Division of 2 Sep 1963 :
* (b) OPNAV memo for BistList evaQAZIrle
Ser 319P02 of 1 Jul 1965 »
(e¢) CMC 1ltr to CNG (Gﬂ-OQBQ&) A03D-jeb of
- .9 Jul 1565

Enel: (1) Data on USMC cperatiocns in RVN (TS)

1. 1In response to the five q“estxans asked in reference (a),
and in aceordance with references (b) and (¢), infermation
regarding U. S. Marine Corps operations in the Republic of
Vietnanm is suhmitted as enclosure (1).

2. This letter is declassifie& upon removal of enclosure (1.
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DATA ON USMC OPSEQ;IONS IN THE-REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

"0 1. Question: How many Msgjnes were in RVN prior to the
- Pleiku incident of February 19657

— Answer: 693 (as of 31 January 1965).
S (Sourcet Marine Corps Command Center Chrono-
logy of IIT MAF Buildup in RVN (IS).

2. Question: What were the majar increasgses in Marine units
and strengths from the Pleiku incident through 31 August?

Answer: 8-16 Feb--lst LAAM Bn (-) landed Da Nang
o 17-18 Feb--Co.C, 7th Engineer Bn landed Da
. Nang '
28 Feb--Total USMC strength in RVN'_ 1,248

8-14 Mar--9th MEB elements landed Da Nang
(1/3, 3/9, Brig Arty CGrp, Brig
' - . Log Spt Grp, HMM-162, NMCB-3)
31 Mar--Total UsHC strength in RVN; 5,140

10-16 Apr--More 9th MEB elements landed Da Nang
(VMFA-531, HQCC, 3d Marines, 2/3
wcr-1 (-)).

13-15 Apr--3/4 (Rein) landed Phu Bai _

30 Apr--Total USMu strength in RVN: 8,878

© 3 May--VMO-2 (- ) -arrived Da Nang
6 May--HQ, III MAF and HQ, 3d MarDiV (Fwd)
arrived Da Nang
7 May--HQCO, 4th Marines, 1/4, 2/4 and 3/12
(-) (Rein) and NMCB-10 landed Chu Lai
7 May--3d Recon Bn arrived Da Nang
15-16 May--Elements of MAG-12, MASS-2, and
HQ, 30th Naval uonst Regt arrived
Chu Lai
31 May--Total USMu strength in RVN: 13, 826
oD 1,567
5-7 Jun-—H&MS-lZ and MABS-12 arrived Chu Lai
10-16 Jun--VMA 225 and VMA-311l arrived Chu Lai

ENCLOSURE (1)
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12 Jun--HM-161 arrived Phu Bai

21-23 Jun--VtiA-214 arrived Chu Lai

23-25 Jun--3d Serv Bn (-), 3d MT Bn ( ), and
3d Med Bn (-) arrived Da Nang and
Chu lLai

30 Jun--Total USMC strength in RVN: 19,530

¢eD 19.3a77

6-12 Jul--HBN (-), 3d MarPiv, arrived Da Nang -

5-8 Jul--BLT 2/7 landed Qui Rhon

6-8 Jul--BLT 2/9 landed Da Nang

5-8 Jul--HQCC, 9th liarines, landed Da Nang

10 Jul--IRQ, IM\G-11, landed Da Nang

10 Jul--VMFA-542 lzanded Da Nang

10 Jul--MMCE-9 landed Da Nang

12-18 Jul--12th Marines (-) arrived Da Nang,
P Bai, and Chu Lai

12-17 Jul--3d Tank 3n {(-), 3d AT Bn (-), 3d

' Engr En (-), 3d Shore Party Bn (-),

1st Amtrac Bn (-), 9th UT Bn (-)
arrived Da Nang

31 Jul--Total USMC strength in RVN: 27 ,317

D 27,59
7-13 Aug--Co A, 7th Engr Bn arrived Da Nang
14-15 Aug--113, RLT-7, 1/7 (Rein), 3/11 (-) .

(Rein) arrived Chu Lai
15-16 Aug--3/9 (Rein) arrived Da Nang
15-16 Aug--Det 3d FSR arrived Da Nang
20 Aug--Det, HGBN, 34 MarDiv arrived Da Nang
23-25 Aug--7th Engr Bn (-) and 1lst Bridge Co
(-), arrived Da Nang
23 Aug--Rear elements of RLT-7 arrived Chu Lai
28-29 Aug--1/1 arrived Da Nang
31 Aug--1/3 departed Da Nang
31 Aug--Total USMC strength in RVN: 34,046

(Source: Marine Corps Command Center Chronology
of III MAF Buildup in RVN (T5)).

3. ’Question: What increases subsequent to 31 August 1965
are planned?

Answer: DATE UNIT STRENGTH

1 Sep MAG-36 1,699

1 Sep - BLT 3/7 o 1,600

ENCIDSURE (1)
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DATE UNIT _ STRENGTH
Sep  EastPacMab/lstMarDiv
(-) (Rein) ' 8,328
- 15 Sep 2d LAAM Bn 534
15 Sep Det lst FSR ‘ 860
When VMF(AW) -312 206
Facilities VMA-211 221 s
Available o o

(Source: Status of Force report 1Sep65 (S)).

4. Question: Give a sortie summary for air operations
through August, o

Answer ! (a)'Fixedwwing: CA-4,,,,4,168

F*&pnooz’715

EF-10B,..663"

RF‘SA..!..58

— : Total,.7,604
(b) Helicbpte:: Sorties Pax Hours
June 10,980 37,493 5,603
July 18,772 41,975 5,431

August = 16,900 32,189 5,391

Total ' 46,652. 111,657 16,625
(Source: Weekly Suﬁhs:ies of Air Operations (S)).

5. Question: Givevan analysis of Operation STARLITE.

1

Answer: (a) The operation was conccived on the initiative
of the III MAF. It was an offensive/striking force operation,
not a reaction to VC initiative, .

- (b) 'The operation was based on good intelligence,
gained from U, S, military, Vietnamese military, ad Viet-
namese civilian sources. The information supplied by local
villagers as a result of the USMC civic action program played
a significant part in the success of:the operation.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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(¢) The operation was executed with great
diuDatCh and excellent security, resulting. 1n the achieve-
ment of total surprise. ‘

N - (d) The operation was the first major joint/ -

s~ combined operation in which USMC, USN, USA, USAF and RVNAF

: forces participated and in which amphibious. helicopter- ;
1lifted, and ground assault forces were employed simultaneously.
In addition, naval gunfire, artillery, close air support,
armed helicopters, and fixed-wing transport aircraft were all
‘utiMzed in an effective and coordinated effort around the
clock, :

.. (e) The amohibious/maritime nature of the
operation was manifest throughcout., The sea provided access

to the enemy and served as an anvil against which the Marines
hammered enemy elements. :

(f) There were 1ndications that the VC in the
Da Nang and Chu Lai areas were preparing for offensive action.
Operation STARLITE upset their ulana/schedula. ,

(g) USMC casualties totalled 51 killed and 203
wounded of which 97 required evacuation; other wounds were.
superficial or minor, The Viet Cong lost 614 killed (by body.

_count), 9 captured, 42 suspects captured (4 of these wounded),
and 109 ‘assorted weapons captured. An undetermined number of
enemy were sealed in caves, tunnels, and fortified positions
as the Van Tuong village vomplex was overrun, Several sam«

~———'pans. loaded with VC fleeing the battle area were sunk by
naval gunfire, but no coint of these enemy dead is avallable.

(Sources: AdminO FMFPac 200815Z Aug65 (S); III MAF Special
SitReps, Operation STARLITE (S). MACV 250340Z Aug65 (s).

" ZNCLOSURE (1)
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Trem:  Corzidndant of t‘w 31...‘2':1&0 Serns
To: = Chef of lxrval Gperaticns (Lﬂ-.’)?.dt’.)

Subj e Lata on USLT ommtmns in the ..epublic o7 7ictnmn '_
for LPUIAT Cparationsi m.abcvi.o.u L

Refr (o) Gl IMLIE (L 2-08ER5) T "ZCGZT to Wstorieal
e mw:ch, 0.2 Livigien ¢f 3 fgp 1953

-('%J_)-- FIILY vemo for Uistllse Cp-02 «_?/rlc
Sor 319"90 Z-1 Jul 1855 '

(C) ;::3 1‘2‘: ’ﬂ:::',:‘ ("_.:'_:'9"3:!::3? '1) 2O ~"j0':’ oF

fnel: (1) Data on TS spersticas in a7 ( )

1, In pagnonse to the five guestions acked in roference {a),
- and in cecordoace with m*crenc"s {3) end (e), informution

o ru.gczrc.z.nﬁ Je 3. Larinz ..crm oanpcticns in the. ,L:—zput;li_c_ ¥4

_?.La tacn Lo seteitted as coelossee (D).

2o ﬁ.hi" ict*' is doalessifiod unsa romoval eF encloszre (.-
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... 1. Juestion:  How many Harines were in RJI’ prior to the -
' "’lem incident of F’ebruazy 19537 .

(IR

-ammr. 693 {as of 31 January 19.15). :
s , (.;ource. larine Corps Command Center "hrcno-
C = - logy “of III _11“:' Mldup in RV (T Y. '

- 2. -ﬁstim' " "mat vere the Hajor Mmases in Marine units
and strenpths fzom the "’101&:11 inet lent throu:zh 31 fugust?

‘ ADS&B?- . -15 reb--lst LAAH fin (- ) landed Da 7133 e
' T 17.18 xeb--Co C, 7th L.n,,ineer Ba, lgndcd ‘}a Lo
Nang -
29 J.eo-v.totﬁl PISI&U ,.,ﬁr::mgth 1!1 \M’.- 1,243

e i 8~14 L..s.r--gth ey elotients lan:;cn Da ‘anq
[ o (1/4. 318, ‘Brig Acty Grp, Brig
SR - leogSpt Crp, B2=152, 13.03-3)
AR 31 Ms.r--'I‘otal U"Lu strengt:h in J- 5,140

10- lu “fn;-«;lare Sth 1ZB elements landed Da Nc.ng
(Vra-531, H{C3, 3d Marines, 2/3 .
o VI"ICJ‘I ( ))o R
© 13.15 Apr==3/4 (Rein) lended Phu Bai :
o 30 mr--‘rotal USL\, strength in BYNe 8,878

3 May--VMO -2 (- ) areived ba Meng
6 May--lld, IILINF and BQ, Sd MarDiv (‘"‘wd)
R arriv‘edﬂa Hang .
7 May--Li00, 4th “arineg, 1/4. 2/¢,. .:/11 _
© (=) (Retn) amd I3ICB-10 lan*’ed Chb 1ai
7 liay=--3d Recon Dn miVeﬁ Da Hang.
. 1515 Ilﬂy"‘-alemﬂnta Of G-].Z, 1~ub-2 and
. LQ 20tk Naval Const Regt arriv«.ﬂ
- 31 ’an--zo..al LL:uC strcngth in RV”!' 15,823

L 8e7 Jun--1£i1S-12 and MADS-12 arvived Chu '.'L-az’.
 10-15 Jun--W14-225 and WA-311 arrived CL:_L; Lai

THCLOSURE (1)
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. 12 Jun--H.‘M-lGl arrived Phu Bai
- 21-23 Jun--Viii-214 arrived Chu Lai

23-25 Jun--3d Serv In (), 34 1T Bn (-), and

"33 Med.Bn (_-) arrived Da Nang and ;_"

Che Lai .

30 Jun--Total U“"K..‘ strength in V’I' 19 30

'u-12 Jul--H"zBIZ ( ), 3d ..ar!)iv, arrivea Ta Nang .

6-8 Jul--BLT 2/7 londed Jul lhon
6-8 Jul--BLT 2/9 landed Da Mang

6-8 Jul--Luct, 9th lfarines, landed Ta dung
10 Jul.-K2, tl‘» -11, 1snded %a ilang “

10 Jul--Viffi-342 lended De Hang

.. 10 Jul-~RiiB-C landed Da Iang . :
112-12 Jul--12¢h iorines (-) arrived Da Nang.

. My Bail, and Chu lLai .
12-17 Ju_l—-3n Tanlk Bn (-), 3d AT On (- ). 3d-

- Engr Ba (=), 33 Shere Farty Bn (-3, .

1st Amtroc Bn (- ), 9th MT Dn (-)
" arrived Da lang

| a Jul--Total USHC strength in RVIT: 27,317

7- 13 ug--bo Ay 7th Cogr En s.rriveg Da Hang -

14—15 ‘uﬁ--lm. RLT-7, 1/7 (Rein), 3/11 (- )
(Rein) arrivcd Chu Lai

1 15-16 wa--3/9 (Rein) arrived Ua Hang

-t :.ug-;-'lear elements of RLY-7 arrived Chu lail

15-16 Aug--Det 3d TSR arrived Da Nang -

20 uge-Det, ERSH, 3d Hordiv arrived Da Hanp .
23-2 ‘ug--7th Zngr Bn (<) and lst Pridge So ' -

( )| -Arrived Ba JBHE‘,

28-29 Ywg--1/1 arrived Ua Lang
31 Aug--1/3 departed Da Nang -

31 Aug--Total USHC. strength in RYN: 36,045

(Soufce_z' farine’ Corps Command Center L'hrc-nalo:y

| of IITtAF Cuildup in RV (T5)).

3. . Quéstion':_ _

age -plannad’.f

Ammr .. -

What'..'ihéreasea subseqwnt to 31 fupust ,1965_

'm:r" Cowprtc . STREMGTH

T Sep. . [G-36 . S 1,699

© 1 Sep. - UBMTB/7 S 1,500

Ty fﬁ"&”&?@@
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WIIT . STRENCTH

Sep Castha miab/lstisar"’iv
. (=) @ein) - 3,323
15 Sep’ 24 LAAM Ba .. 534
15 3eg - Det lse PSR .~ -~ .7 850
then e €\s)) -312 ' - 206

Pacilities W;A-le o ' 221
Available ' o

(..:ourcc. Status or Foz:ce fs:eport 15ep65 (3)).

Question. Give a sortie ﬂmnmary fm: air o-:erations
t‘nrough }‘ugl.xst. : :

Anguer (a) I‘:.s:cd-winr. Aiheyaaby 153

Teldigess2y715
. _'ﬁ-dp‘mau-o 6663_
) Rr-l} uocoasg v
e ac
(b ziéiicojaﬁqf.f},_ Seriics: g_ai’ " ‘Hours
U Jume 10,980 37,493 5,603
S July ¢ 18,772 . 41,975 5,431

ugust | 16,900 - 32,180 . 5,391
'rczai"' '4$;é52 TL,657 16,605

(Smircé:- S*cekly aL‘I;lrur:LcS of Aix- G-:erationf (q))

3. I-Quéstion: Give an am.lysis of: G:peration STARLITE,

fnswer: . (n) The oper‘.t:.cn vas. concé.-'i'ved'nn the initiative =
of the III M4iF, It was an oErensivelatrikine crce'- Qpc_nticn,
not- a reaction to ‘.7" mitiativo._ '

(b) The opcmtion was ba.,cd on good intelli"ancc,‘?
‘rained from U. S. militory, Vietnamese military, md Viet-
nemene eivilisn soureced.  Tho informstion supplied by local
villagers as a result of the URT civit%eaction é):‘opram playcd
e sign*ficmt part. :Ln the '-'-Lc:..cca of operati

EhCDC"Uau (1)

; -3_-_
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- {c) The opemt* on oS cmccutcl with great
diavmtch a.nﬂ excellent. aacurity, vesulting in t'm achieve-
nent of total suruir:e. - . .

() 'I'he o“c:ratim was the g ivst. majc‘r joint/

' cmbinen operation in which USLC, USH, USh, UIAT and RTHALT

forces particioqte.l aad 1in which amphiblous, hellcoptor-
lifted, ond¢ ground asscult forces were employed qimltmemsly.
In addition, naml gunfire, artillery, close air sapport,

- armed helicopters, and fixed-uing transport nireraft were all

utilized in an euect:.ve and cocruinateu effort around the
cloc... . L _

(e) The. mnhibicus/mri*ime n:xtLre ol the
opa“ation tm., mnimgt tm:ouyhaut. Tha seda provided aecess
to the cnemy -and scrved : 38 'an 'mvil-'against which the linpinos
hmm:ed cnamy elements. R i : - a

£

("") .smre were indicaticns that Lne Vi in the

.:m Hang. and Gl Lai ‘areas wore prepeving for offensive zoticn.

Lne;r:;ticm 5% ‘sRLI up“et tl*ﬂir plans/ dcheuulc. '

: (g} U%’hu casunltios. tomlleu .31 kilicd hnd 203
wcm\,ed of whieh 97 voquircd evacuation; -other weunds wowe .
superf icl.al. or rdnor. The Viet Jonz lost 514 tilled (Yy bod
eowt), 9 aptured, 42 suspects coptured (& of these wounded),
and 109 assorted vc"po\m-::mtumcd Jn ungdeterningd numbor of
- enemy wers sealed in eaves, tumels, and d.e*t;,. iad nozitcions
ag the Van Tuong villoge weoples wvad overrun. Several cam-
nens locded with VO }.OEJ.I]U the battle oroe were cunk Ly R
naval gumira, but no CoUnRE Ol thc,..n. cneqy detd is avallal lae

(,ous.-cas:', ﬁmma_m“_‘ab 2002152 wps5 (5); TIIMAT Special
8itReps, Cperation STARLITE (s); MGV °50Jz;oz 65 ),

DHSLOSERE (1)
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A031332-jeb
0003&25565

. From: omendant naf the‘ vxaz'ine wrﬁs
" Toi _'.Chiam of Enval Gpémtions (f}p-ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ) E

Subj: Data on USIC operations if the Republic of Vietnam
- for CPHAV Qperatianal ﬁistnries I A

Ref: (a) Car JELIW (CP-G’%?&) F&m"‘@’l tg Historiéal
- Drench, G-3 Divisicen of. 3 Sep 1965
- {b) CPNAY memo for Distlist Gp-agmlrle E
©  Ser 319P0% of 1. Jul 1965 R
(e G 1ex to O (Cp-09854) 33333«-5‘3}; of
RS Jul 1965 R
mcl* (1) "%ata on U"E i ag:eraticns ia WI' (TS)‘ _
1. In response to the five questions ‘asked in refcremce (a),
and in ceoordance with references {b) and ({e), information
. regerding Y. 5. Marine Corps operations in the Republic of |
Victnan i3 su!:mitte& as enclﬂaaare (1). S . ’

2. This letter is’ @chaM,fied u@mrmalof ‘mlme (1).

| OP MRET
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DATA OW USH\. OPERATICNS IN THE Rﬁ-PUBLI" OF VISTNAM

1. s% stion. How mam Marinezs were in RVY prior to the
Pleiku‘ incident 'of February 1965?

- answers 693 (as of 31 January 1905). ,
, ' (Source: lMarine Corps Command Center Chrono-
o - + logy of 1IT MAF Buildup in RV ('l‘a).

2. ameatian. ’Hhat were the major increases in Marine units
and strenpths from the Pleiktz incident through 31 Lsugust‘? '

Answer: 8 8-16 Peb--lst LAAM B (-) landed Da Wang
17-18 Peb-«Co C, 7th Engineer Bn, landed ﬁa
Hang -
28 ?eb--Total USH:G sttengt"x in RVH: 1, 243

8-14 tﬁarufth HED elements landed Da Nang
(1/3, 3/9, Brig Arty Grp, Brig
Log Spt Crp, Bii~162, MCB-3)

31 Maru'rotal UsHC strezigth in RVH; 3, 140

© 10-16 mr--i*iore 9th MEB elements landed Da’ Hang
: : (Vra-531, HQC@ 3d Marines, 2/3
wnicT-1 (+)).
13«15 Apr--3/4 (Rein) landed Phu Bail ‘
30 Apr--Total USHC strength in RVN’ 8,878

.3 ﬁay--%xo~2 (-) arrived Pa Nangg
6 May--H2, III MAF and [IQ, 3d MarDiv (Fwd)
. arrived Da MNang
7 MHay--13C0, 4th harinaa. 1/4, 2/4, end 3/12
(=) (Rein) and IMCB-10 landed Chu lai
7 Hay--3d Recen Bn arrived Da Nang
15-16 ha)r--mements of MAG-12, MASS-2, and
H2, SOthx‘Naval fonst Regt arrived
© Chu lail
31 lay--Total USC strength in RVNY 15,828

T 8.7 Jun--%!u&*’..a-lz and MADS-12 arrived Chu Lai
‘ .10-16 Jun--WlA-ZZS and VM%SII arrived Chu Lai

:-.Ncmsm.. 1) .

-~ T0P SEGRET
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. 17 Jun--HMM 161 arrived Phu Bail

- . S FR .-
- . f
T .
. - . v .t - B
- o Do E . .
. . .
! B

21-23 Jun<-WMA-214 arrived Chu Lai ~ " ©
23- 25 Jun--3d Serv B (-), 3d MT Bn -y, and’

'*,%p' .34 Med Bn (_) arrived Da Nang ‘and -

» , - Cha Lai -

) 3uﬁ-~rota1 UG, strength in RVH: 19,530 f,x ‘

‘-’231 Jul--Total USHG strength in RS 27, 37

-
6.

T D 1ﬂ 397
12 Jula—ﬂQBH (- ) 34 FarDiv, arrived Da Nang
8 Jul--BLT 2/7 landed Qui Nhon .

“-i:6 8 Jul--BLT "2/9 landed Da Nang . . -
- 6-8" Jul--HQCC 9th Marines, landed Da Nano .
10 Jul--HQ, MAG 11, landed Da Nang

10.Jul--YMFA-542 landed Da Nang = . . -
10 Jul--NMCE-9. landed Da Nang B

. 12-18 Jul--12th Marines. (3) arrived Da 1 ﬁang,

|, By Bai,’ and Chy lai

?12 17 Jﬁl--3d Tank 3. (-), 3d AT Ba-(-), 34

“.Engr. Bn'(-), 3d Shore Party Bn (- ).? :
llst Amtrac En (-), 9th MT Bn; ( ) -
arrived Da Nang.

‘ D 27,94
7- 13 Aug--Co A 7th Engr Bn arrived Da Nang L
14-15. Aug--HQ. RLT-7;.1/7.(Rein), 3/11 (-) - -

'(Rein) arrived Chu lai

7;'15 16 Aug--3/9 '(Rein) arrived Da Nang-
" 15~16 Aug-~-Det 3d FSR arrived Da Nang

‘20" Aug--Det, HQBN,  3d MarDiv arrived Da Nang

" 23-25 Aug--7th Engr.Bn (-) and 1st Bridge. Co ‘{

(-), arrived-Da Nang -

5';,23 Aug--Rear elements of RLT-7 arrived Chu Lai

28-29 Aug--l/l arrived Da Nang - R v
.31 Aug--1/3 departed Da Nang IR

| ~,31 hug--Total USHC strength in va 3& 046, -

gggstion.f

At

(Source. Marine Corps Command Center Chronology
of 111 MAF. Buildup in RVN (TS))

‘are Elanned?

. Answer._“

“What increases subsequent to 31»August 1955f ’

DATE -, UNIT .o Ex“STREﬁGTH"

T Sep . - MAG-36 .- -+ 11,699
18Sep . "BLT 3/7" . f;}gf N 1,600 ‘
o Hfﬂixff,’“,i’ ’ ©* ' ENCLOSURE (R

TR ‘@v
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DATE UHIT ‘ STRERCTH
Sep Ea"tPacLab/lstImrDiv '
(=) (Rein) ' 2,323
15 Sep 2d 1AM Bn 534
15 Sep Det 1lst TSR &50 e
Yhen ViF(Aw) -312 206
TFacilities VM-211 - » ' 221
Available ‘ S

(Source: Status of Force report 1Sep65 (S)).

4, Question: Give a sortie summary for alr operations
through ASuszust. ' ' . :

Answer: (a) Fixed-wing: A-d....4,158

F'4o-.- 715‘
-EF'lGB...GGS}
RF-QAI.IDOSB
Total..7,604
g (b) Helicopter: Sort'i.es Pax Hours
June 10,980 37,493 5,603
July. 18.772 41’975 .55431

August 16,800 . 32,189 5,391

Totael = 45,6852 111,657 15,525
(Source: Meekly Summaries of Alr GCperatioms (85)).

5. Juestion: Givé an a.qaljrsis of Gperation STARLITE.

} Answer: (a) The operation was cone-ived on the initiative
of the III MAF. It was an offen.;ive/striking force operaticn,
not a reaction to VC Ainitiative,

: (b) The operation was based on good intelligenca,
gained from U, S, military, Vietnamese military, md Viet«
namese civilian scurces. The information supplied by loeal .
villagers as a result of the USMC civic -action FF, mgram played
a significant part in the success off the opera

3 Tﬂ? ua.&n H
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(c) The operation was executed with great
di.»patch and excellent security, resulting in the achlave-
ment of total surprise. . : S

@ “The opemtion was the first major Soint/
combined operation in which USHNC, USHN, USA, USAF. and RVNAF
~ forces participated-and in whiah amphibious s helicopter« s
‘1ifted, and ground assault forces were employed simultaneously.
In addition, naval-gunfire, artillery, close air support, o~
armed helicopters » and fixed-wing trans;;ort aircraft were all-
‘utilized in an efxective a.nd coordinated effort arwnd the-
clock. . :

= ' (e) me amphibieus/maritime nature of the

- ozseraticn vas manifest throughout, The sea provided access
to the enemy and served as en . anvil wgainst whi.c:h the M(,,rim
%mmcred enemy alements, - e L Tw

- - ) There were: mdicaticms that the ¥C in the _
e _Da Mang and Chu Lai oreas were preparing for offensive action.
o Uparation STARLITE uySEt their plms/schedule, A .

: ' () UsHe caswlties totalled 51 kined and 203
' 'wmmdcd of vhich 97 required evacustion; other wounds were.
superficial or minor, The Viet Cong lost 614 killed (by bog
. eount), 9 aptured, 42 suspects captured (4 of these aroumed§'
- and 1{}9 assorted weapons cmp*ure:i. An undetermined number of
eéneny wera sealed in caves, tunnels, and fortified positions
as tho Van Tuong village cownlex was overrun. Several sam- | ©
~ pans loaded with V¢ fleeing the battle area were sunk by
aval ounfire . but no count a.. thosc enemy dead: ﬁ’Ls avai.lable. '

o (Sourcest AdminG _*ﬁ?Pac 2098152 kug&S (s); III MAF .Jpecial
- SitRep‘,. Cr)aratz.en STuRLITL (S), mcv 250340& Augﬁﬁ (3)

ENciosuRE (D
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

) WASHINGTON, D. C. 20380 \N REPLY REFER TO

A03D32-jeb
0003A26565

From: Commandant of the Marine Corps
‘To: Chief of Naval Operations (Op-09B94)

Subj: Data on USMC operations in the Republic of Vietnam
for OPNAV Operational Histories

Ref: —(a) Cdr WELLS (OP-09B94) FONECONgto Historical

Branch, G-3 Division of A Sep=196S5mwme 23340 /74T
OPNAV memo for DistList Op-09A2/rle

Ser 319P09 of 1 Jul 1965

CMC ltr to CNO (0p-09B94) AO3D-jeb of

9 Jul 1965 o —

-.4—'3

Encl: (1) Data on USMC operations in RVN (TS)

1., In response to the é::é questéons asked in referencej(a)@kaﬁﬁg
and in accordance with references¢(@) and le, information
regarding U, S, Marine Corps operations in the Republic of
Vietnam is submitted as enclosure (1).

2. This letter is declassified upon removal of enclosure (1).
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See2e T

Tt ﬁﬁm 1.
Add;

ol

40 Question: What Marine Corps units were part of

Task Groups 76.5 and 76.7 on 7 February 1965%?

Answer: TG 76.5 had the Marine Special Landing
Force, consisting of BLT 1/9 and HMM-162, embarked; TG
.76.7 had BLT 3/9, with a strength of 1,323 personnel,
embarked. |

(Source: Marine Corps Command Center Backup File (8)).

Sc&ereET
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DATA ON USMC OPERATIONS IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

1. Question: How many Marines were in RVN prior to the
Pieiku incident of February 19657

Answer: 693 (as of 31 January 1965).
P ] (Source: Marine Corps Command Center Chrono-
ﬁgkgyuj”‘)’;\\::£:> logy of III MAF Buildup in RVN (TS).

) iﬂ Question: What were the major increases in Marine units
and strengths from the Pleiku incident through 31 August?

Answer: 8-16 Feb--1lst LAAM Bn (-) landed Da Nang

' 17-18 Feb--Co C, 7th Engineer Bn, landed Da
Nang
28 Feb--Total USMC strength in RVN: 1,248

8-14 Mar--9th MEB elements landed Da Nang
(1/3, 3/9, Brig Arty Grp, Brig
Log Spt Grp, HMM-162, NMCB-3)

31 Mar--Total USMC strength in RVN; 5,140 '

10-16 Apr--More 9th MEB elements landed Da Nang
(VMFA-531, HQCO, 3d Marines, 2/3
MCI-1 (-)).

13-15 Apr--3/4 (Rein) landed Phu Bai

30 Apr--Total USMC strength in RVN: 8,878

3 May--VMO-2 (- ) arrived Da Nang
6 May--HQ, III MAF and HQ, 3d MarDiv (Fwd)
arrived Da Nang
- 7 May--HQCO, 4th Marines, 1/4, 2/4, and 3/12
(-) (Rein) and NMCB-10 landed Chu Lai
7/ _May--3d Recon Bn arrived Da Nang
13- 16 May--Elements of MAG-12, MASS-2, and
HQ, 30th Naval Const Regt arrived
Chu Lai
31 May--Total USMC strength in RVN: 15,828

“"'2 Ma\/"— 3/3 awWE‘J Chul_a

5-7 Jun--H&MS-12 and MABS-12 arrived Chu Lai
10-16 Jun--VMA-225 and VMA-311 arrived Chu lai

ENCLOSURE (1)
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3., Question:

12 Jun--HMM-161 arrived Phu Bai

21-23 Jun--VMA-214 arrived Chu Lai

23-25 Jun--3d Serv Bn (-), 3d MT Bn (-), and
3d Med Bn (-) arrived Da Nang and
Chu lai

30 Jun--Total USMC strength in RVN: 19,530

6-12 Jul--HQBN (-), 3d MarDiv, arrived Da Nang

6-8 Jul--BLT 2/7 landed Qui Nhon

6-8 Jul--BLT 2/9 landed Da Nang

6-8 Jul--HQCO, 9th Marines, landed Da Nang

10 Jul--HQ, MAG-11l, 1anded Da Nang

10 Jul--VMFA-542 landed Da Nang

10 Jul--NMCB-9 landed Da Nang

12-18 Jul--12th Marines (-) arrived Da Nang,
Phu Bai, and Chu Lai

12-17 Jul--3d Tank Bn (-), 3d AT Bn (-), 3d
Engr Bn (-), 3d Shore Party Bn (-),
lst Amtrac Bn (-), 9th MT Bn (-)
arrived Da Nang

31 Jul--Total USMC strength in RVN: 27,317

7-13 Aug--Co A, 7th Engr Bn arrived Da Nang

14-15 Aug--HQ, RLT-7, 1/7 (Rein), 3/11 (-)
(Rein) arrived Chu Lai

15-16 Aug--3/9 (Rein) arrived Da Nang

15-16 Aug--Det 3d FSR arrived Da Nang

20 Aug--Det, HQBN, 3d MarDiv arrived Da Nang

23-25 Aug--7th Engr Bn (-) and lst Bridge Co

(-), arrived Da Nang
23 Aug--Rear elements of RLT-7 arrived Chu Lai

- 28-29 Aug--1/1 arrived Da Nang

31 Aug--1/3 departed Da Nang
31 Aug--Total USMC strength in RVN: 34,046

(Source: Marine Corps Command Center Chronology
of III MAF Buildup in RVN (TS)).

What increases subsequent to 31 August 1965

are planned?

Answer:

DATE UNIT STRENGTH

1 Sep MAG-36 1,699
1 Sep BLT 3/7 1,600

ENCLOSURE (1)
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UNIT STRENGTH
East+P d.L_}'Id.b[I IstMarbiv
(=) (Rein) ' 8,328
2d LAAM Bn ' 534
Pet—tst—F5R 866
When VMF(AW) -312 206
Facilities VMA-211 221
Available
,,///” ‘ (Source: Status of Force report 1lSep65 (S)).

9 . Question: Give a sortie summary for air operations

through August,

Answer: (a) Fixed-wing: A-4,...4,168
F-4....2,715
EF-10B,..663
RF-8A.....58

Total..’7,604
(b) Helicopter: Sorties Pax Hours
June 10,980 37,493 5,603
July 18,772 41,975 5,431
August 16,900 32,189 5,591
Total 46,652 111,657 16,625

(Source: Weekly Summaries of Air Operations (S)).

é%/ﬁf' Question: Give an analysis of Operation STARLITE,

Answer: (a) The operation was conceived on the initiative
of the III MAF, It was an offensive/striking force operation,
not a reaction to VC initiative.

(b) The operation was based on good intelligence,
gained from U, S, military, Vietnamese military, and Viet-
namese civilian sources. The information supplied by local
villagers as a result of the USMC civic action program played
a significant part in the success of ;the operation.
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Delete paragraph (g), page 4; replace with the following:

(8) USMC casuiMlties totalled 51 killed and 203
wounded; 75-80 percent of the woundé'*were minor or
superficial., On 2% August,when the operation ended,
enemy casualties were: 614 killed (by body count), 9
capturedj?g2 suspects captured (4 of these wounded).

An undetermined number of enemy were sealed in caves,
tunnels, and fortified positions as the Van Tuong village
complex was overrun, ©Several sampans loaded with VC
fleeing the battle area were sunk by haval gunfire, but
no count of these enemy dead was available.(BFMFPac
reported 12 September that captured enemy documents
revealed

smpowdmse that 1,430 Viet Cong, including a major general,
were killed in the operation. This intelligence was
evaluated as reliable and this figure is now used as
official.

(®ources: AdminO FMFPac 200815Z Aug65 (S); III MAF Special
SitReps, Operation STARLITE (8); MACV 250340z Augé5 (S);
FMFPac SitRep #166, 1208247 Sepb5 (S).)

é;5ﬁ352£$§”*'
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(c) The operation was executed with great
dispatch and excellent security, resulting in the achieve-
ment of total surprise,

(d) The operation was the first major joint/
combined operation in which USMC, USN, USA, USAF and RVNAF
forces participated and in which amphibious, helicopter- _
lifted, and ground assault forces were employed simultaneously,
In addition, naval gunfire, artillery, close air support,
armed helicopters, and fixed-wing transport aircraft were all
utilized in an effective and coordinated effort around the
clock,

(e) The amphibious/maritime nature of the
operation was manifest throughout. The sea provided access
to the enemy and served as an anvil against which the Marines
hammered enemy elements.

(f) There were indications that the VC in the

Da Nang and Chu Lai areas were preparing for offensive action.

Operation STARLITE upset their plans/schedule,

Mg) USMC casualties totalled 51 killed and 203
wounded of which 94 _required evacuatio other wounds were
superficial or mlnog\\\The Viet Cong’lost 614 killed (by body
count), 9 captured, 42 sﬁEbects captured (4 of these wounded),
and 109 assorted Weaponchaptu?éd. An undetermined number of
enemy were sealed 1n/caves tunneig?\and fortifiéd positions
as the Van Tuong/v1llage complex was ove d;\\. Several sam-
pans loaded with VC fleeing the battle area Wewre sunk by
naval\Egaﬁkfg; but no count of these enemy dead is available.

(Sources: AdminO FMFPac 200815Z Aug65 (S); III MAF Special
SitReps, Operation STARLITE (S); MACV 250340Z Aug65 (S).

ENCLOSURE (1)
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