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UNCL.ASSI'fe", 

C2t Q~ HOW ~ANY AIRCRAFT WERE LOST IN TMe OPERi+fON AND UNDeR 
WHAr C1RCUMsT~Nces1 

A~ oNE CMe46 SAR AIRCRAfT DITCHED NE1R TAE HANCOCK 'ADM UN~N~WN 
cAuSe AND ONE cOe~ACUWe1J' GUNSMt_ WAS ~OST DUE'To HAD 
,UEL STARVA'!ON~ , 

(3, Q, DtD ANV or THe MAQI~ES IN THE LANrilNG ZONg leCOHE &NG40ED; 
EtlHEP WITH T~E NVA OR SOUTH VIETNAMEse rORCES' 

A" I DO NO" KNOW. 
(4, o~ WEL.L; WHAT ABOUT TH~ AIRCRA"? 

A~ yes SIR' TME'MEL.OS ReceIVED 'rRe~ 
'5, Q" wERE ANV HIT? , .! oNE ~e~o ON THIS 'SHIP HAD A eUL~et ~o~e i~ I'~ ", Q; WHAT IS 'UEL eNDURANCE 0' YOUR HE~OS' 

.; APPROXIMATELV TWO MOURS POR CN ••• AND cA;'3, au, IT V4R!e~ 
wlT~ THE LOAD. A COBRA aUNSHIP HAS ASOU' 'HRee HOURS , 
0' 'L'ING TSME AND A Hue~ ASoUT TwO AND ONe~'L' HOURS~ 

c" Q~ WHAT ARE T~e NORMAL 'LVING HOURS ~o- i ~tLOTt 
.' rT VARrES WITH TACTICAL srTUTATro~s~ 

ca, Q!W~EN IS 'WA' P1LOT'IRe~, 
A~ NORMALLV AT ABOUT &ZG~T HOURS~ 

C9, Q' HOW MANV HOURs--. WeRE T~& Pl~OTS n,9iNGf 
A: I DON'T KNQW THEIR AVER.GES~ BUT SOME ~'Le.9 '~ew AS 

MANV AS 'OURTEEN ~OURS DURING T~!S OP~RittON~ 
'11) Q~ WHAT TIME DID T~! ~AST ~ELO DEPA~T SjIOON7 

A~ ZERO SEVEN 'OATY Sl~~ (0746) 
eli) Q~ WHAT ~AS T~E TOTAL NUMBER or CASOALT1ES7 

A~ TWO ~ARrNes ~s A RESULT o~ A C~;i6 eRA~H IN TH! VZCINlt~ 
er T~E USS HANCOCK, THERE WERE A~SO two ~AAtNes K1LL&D At TH~ 
OOA OOMPOUND BeFORE THE eVAcuAT1~N BeGiN~ 

c 12) Q':. .., LS sa. d 0' THE 'TWO ~~R t NE~~ (r~o~ 'T~E D10 
COMPOUNC, 

II.',' t DON'T l< NO \II • 
C13' Q~ APPROXtMATELV HOW MANY SORTIES W~Re FLMWN DURING '~E 

eVACUATION? 
A~ THERE WERE ASOUT FIVE ~UNDRED ANO NI~E'Y (590) SORT1ES~ 

(14) Q~ WHO HAD CONT~OL OF THE OPERATION TO ~e~~ CARRIERS ANO 
~eLrcoPreRS ,ROM RUNNING OVER e~e~ ot~~R' 

~~ we HAD CONTROL OF ~eLOCIPTERS OYER '~E W4TER ANO ~.NoEO 
OrF CO~TRO~ or r~E HELICOPTERS w~eN tHe~ CRoSSED TME 
geAc~ ANO WENT QUOTE rEEf DRY, UNQUofe: 

(15) ~~ WELL, w~o HAS CONTROL or YOu? 
A~ eT' SEVEN S!~, REAR AO~tRAL WHrTMt~E; 

(16) Q~ W~AT TlME DID YOU REeEIVE THE rI~ST Vl~tNAMESE ~E~tco";. tN 
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UNCLASSIFIEn 

vCUR AREA Or nPERATION, AND HOW MANY CA~E IN OU~ING 
T~E OPERATION. 

A~ TwE P%RST HELO. A CH~4' LANDED ON ~LUe RIDGE ON 
THE EVENING 0' 28 AP~l~~ TOTAL NOM9E~ Is UN~NOWN: 

4~523 

(1') Q~ weRE THEY COMJNG TO YOUR SHtPS DORrNG tHe OPERATiON' AND 
~In TMIS AFfECT VOUR. OPERATION? . 

A~ ve s; THEY DID. IT A'PECTEO OUR N~~MAL lANDING AND TAKeop~s; 
IN THAT ~e WERE TRYING TO LAUNCH AND SnME Or THEM WERE 
TRvING TO ~AND. 

C1S) Q~ HOW MUCH EARLIER SHOULD THE oPERiTto~ ~Ave STARTED' 
A~ t CAN!' ANSWER THAT QUESTrON~ , 

(19) Q~ 'HERE WERE A NUMBeR OF DIFFERENT prcRu~ SPOTS; wwA~ WAS tHE 
THINKING BEHIND THISt 

A~ t ReALLY CAN'T ANSWER AT THIS LEijEL~ t~~t DE'eR~tN"foN Is MiDe 
AT A HIGHER LEVEL. 

f2!) Q~ HOW MANV VIETNAMESE WERE ABOARD 'He LA!' HELO TO LeAVE 9~IQON? 
A~ '~ERE WERE NO VIETNAMESE ABOARC, T~E ~i~t HELO LtPTsn OU' 

E~EV~N MARIN~S. . 
C2t) Q~ WHY WeRE THERE NO VI!TNAMESE AeO'RD tM! ~ASt 

~e~o' 
A~ 1 CONIT ~NOW. .. 

r22) W~AT TIME ~AS THE C~~'3 Lt"s 'ERMINATEOI w~y WIRE THEY TeRMINATED; 
AND WMy WERE T~e 461S NOT TeRMtNATEn' 
A~ we wERE TO~D BY ~lGHER AUTHORITY AAo8N6 MJDNIGH' 'TO .~op eH;~3 

LIPTS, CH~53'$ CANNOT LAND ON ,o~ 0' T~E EMBASSY ROo~tO. 
~ELIPAP~ CH46 1S COUL~ LAND ON TH~ Ro~r tOPi 

~ ~. DiD yOU TAKE ANV peOP~E orp or THe ;'00' TOPS' 
A; NO~ 

(2~) Q; WHAT TIM! DID TH@ AMBASSADOR AARIvei 
A~ ABOuT 043e~ 

(26' Q~ WAS THERE A PICK UP MADE OUT 0' UUNG Tiut 

(26) ~~ ~g~jON 'OUR IS WHAT PEOPLE AROUNb THe ~H!.e House CAl~ -t~ts7 
HOW MUCH P~ANNINO WAS THERE DONE; WAS THeRe ~OSStB~V AN OPTiON 
'Ive ALSO PLANNED TO PUT INTO er;eCT; . 

A~ PLANNtNG POR THIS OPERATION wAS OUrT! SIMILAR TO THA' of EAG~E 
PULL~ IT WAS PLANNED POR A LONG tIME A~h CON'!NUaD AiQW' UP 
UNTt~ A pew ~OURS Be'ORE THE EXEeUfrON7 

(27' Q~ HO~ MANy MORE OPTIONS WERE THERet ANti ~A~ YOU TElL US W~~T 
ONE~ TWo AND THREe WERE1 

A~ OUR PRr~ARY OPTION IS OPTtON POU~ AN~ fHAT'S WHAt WE ARE 
~eRE TO TA~K ABOUT, 
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seCT 02 or '~52" 
ACTION 
DlSTR CJCSI(04) DJS(0~) SJCSf02' J3fle, J4tS8' J,e02t N"ee . 

JRC secnE'C~4' SEODE'I ASD'ISAC1~) ASDiPAi01) GCce1t Mcec 
CMC 

UJ.6) 

OSA' WASH oe 
eNo wAS~ Oc 
oSA WAS~ Cc 
EIIAD '1I.E(l' 

'A.NSIT/0~2i2lZ/I'033aZ/00t'1'TOR1240320 
DE AVECSAA .'060 i24S250 . 
!N~ uuuuu loV ~UECSAA000' RERoute RUHGSO~1~6~ i322121 
o 0;)2121% "',AV 15 'M USS OlqNAWA 
TO AUHGPMA/C" S!VEN SIX 
!N'O AU!eSlA/OlSClp. WASH1NGifON DC 
AUWO~QA/eINePAe ~ONOLULU HI 
RHWMBRA/CINCPAC'LT MAKALAPA WI 
RUINAAA/CH J N'O WASH I NGTON 'Dc 
RUwQ~QA/eG'MrpAC CAMP HM SMItH HI 
ZEN/CTG SEV6N SIX PT rouR 
RHfroIlAAA/CINCPAC PAtEN CLARK 48 RP 
aT 
UNCLAS·/IN2S'20/1 SECTION Two or TWO 
(28) Q~ ~O~ MANV U~S~ CASUA~tIES WERE 8UfiGETED ~OA1 

A~ ~E erD NoT BUDGET POR CASUALTses: HoweijER, we Dtri WAvE e~tEN: 
StYE MEDICAL 'Act~ITfES rOR CASUALTI~s7 

(29) Q~ HOW MANy FIGHTER BOMBERS WERE rL~WN +0 PRovIDE AtRCO~ER ~URfNG 
T~E CPERA'TtON' 

A~ WE CO NOT HAve T~AT rN'ORMAT!ON~ we ~A~DLE HELICOPTERS; ~o. 
'l~En ~ING AIRCRAFT. 

(3~) Q~ YOU KNEW YOU HAD AIRCRAfT AVAILARLE But ~ou DID NO. KNOW HOW 
~A~V? 

A~ THE OfFICER IN TACTICAL CO~MANO eE~TiI~Li ~NEW HOW MANV ~e HAD 
AVAILABLE BUT OUR ~AtN CONCERN WAS HELiCOPTERS.; If wE NEEoen 
ANV fIGHTERS WE COULO HAve GOTTE~ TH~M: 

(31' Q~ ~ow MANy TI"ES DURING THE NIGHT DYO You C~ANGe PLANS A,tER 
~ISCU5SrON WJTH VIETNAMESE GENERiLS1 

A. J ~AVE NO IN'O~HA'rON ON ANVTHING lI~E T~A'~ 
C;52) Q'.' ! S IT lRue THAT vOIJ HAVE ONE HEL.O ON T~E DECI( \II IT;.4 ~oRe 'HAN 
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~~ELve MO~ES IN ITf 
A~ NO' TO MY KNOWLEDGE, . _ 

(33) Q~ W~At ARE yOU GOING TO 00 WITH T~E VleT~AMeSE ~ELleOPTERS NOW+ 
A~ we wl~L OFr ~O'D AT SUB1C~ THE u7s~ !'i~L ~oLDS tITLE to t~E~~ 

(3" Q~ ~~¥ W4S THE OPERATIoN CO~TINU~D nURI~G twe NtQH.' 
.~ BEc,USEwe DID NOT W4NT TO WAIT ~N'Il 'H! NE~T MeRNtNQ~ 

(36) Q; W~AT WAS f~E ~JST 0, INJU~rES' . .. . 
A~ A$ VAR AS wE KNOW, T~ERe WERE ONlY TWO: ONE WAS~N i~ect.i~i[ 

S~OCK CAse AND T~E OTHER RESULTED 'ROM A 'ALL AT THE EMBissv7 
(3" Q" WERe 'IOU E)(PECTING ASR AMERICA HELOS; 

A~' ves; we WERE,' 
C3')Q~ DJD A COABA RUN OU' 0' QAS AND C~A!~ J~'O T~B S8A' 

." ves',' AND THE TWO MAN CREW WASRE!CUE"',' 
(30) Q~ WHY DID 'HE COSRA RUNUTor GAS, 

A~ VOU ARE GETTING INTO A STICKY sU~JeC"H.Ae~TWERe H~S to Be AN 
AtReRA'TINVeSTIGATION ON ;MIS MlfTeR AND we DONI' olSOUSSTwtS 
UNTil THE INVeST!GATiON IS OVER~ 

C40J q; ~OW MANV ~ANDINGZONes DID THEY use? 
A. ~e uSED two ~AND1~G ~ONes~ THE 010 ~~M~OU~D AND-iHE iMe~I~~N 

EMBASSV',' 
«_1) Q~ ~oW MANV ~ANOING ZONES DID YOU KNOW ABouT' 

A'" THt~TEeN" 
C4~'Q~'WAS NEWPO" A LANDING ZONE AND WM9 nt6N" YOU USE I't 

A~ YES IT W.S~ we WERE NOT DIRECTED TO 00 +WRe&~ . 
(43) Q~ WeRe we INVOLVED IN THE AI~ AMERICA ~O~~D1NA'lONj 

A~ NO. we WERE NOT~ 
(4" Q~ WHY WERE THERE ONLY rORTV 'Ive HELtc~PteRs USED wHEN TWERE w~Re 

t-lO~E AVAtL.ABLE' 
A~ 'I~S' or ALL. LIMITED DeCK SPACE rOR R~'U!~ING AND ~OA~f~G 

TROOPS. SECONDL.V, 'HERE IS ON~V SO MOC~ AIRS'AOE; 
(4" Q~ nIO THE AMBASSADOR ~AVE ANY DI~E~T DECisiON iN TwIst 

(NUMBER or HEI"OlS U5!D) 
4',' tOo NIT !( N 0 \II • 

(46) Q~ WHEN IS THE HANCOCK GETTING IN? 
A',' t D 0 ~j I T K NOW • 

(47) Q~ TO W~AT eXTENT 0' VaUR PLANNING WAS ~HeRe A PossielL1T~ OF ANY 
soutH VIETNAMESE HOSTILE ACTION? 

.~ WE ~AKE PLANS TO PROTECT AGAINST HostILE rIRE REGARDLESS OF WHERE 
fT' COMES PROM, 

BT 
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ACTION 
DlSTR CJeSI(04) cJcs(mi, D~St03, S~CS(02) J3il~) ~.~08)J'CI2' .. 

NMCC JRC SEcDer(04) N~IC seeee,. Asnltsi(le, ASD,PAfll' Betel) 
DIA' Ot ACle, MceCCMC 

12'", 

eSA' WASH DC 
eNO WAS,", DC 
eSA WAS~ DC 
!"e 'ILE(" 

'R'NSIT/e4033.Z/g40921Z/~0' •• 1TOR1Z408" 
DE RUECS.A "868 12.0824 
%NV !eeEE z~v RUECSAA0016 REROUTE RUHGSG~'868 la'I!33 
~UeKJCS %)('\'2 
.AUIO' 1 A !)(Y~ 
o 84eaS4! MAV " 
'M C'G sEvE~ NtNE PT ONE 
TO RUMA'CA/cfr SEVEN NINI 
!N'O AuecsA"oASD PA WAS~lNG'ON DC 
RueCSAl/CMC PA wAS~INGTON Dc 
RUWQ~QA/crNCPAe ~ONO~UI..U ~l 
RHWM8AA/CINC~AC'LT MAKALAPA ~I 
RUwQHQA/eGr~rpAC CAM' H ~ SMITH ~I 
RH~lAAA/eINCP.C PACEN CLARK Ai RP 
8T 

ADDITIOl'TAL 
,,- ROUTING 

UNC~AS E , T 0 IIN05'2011 
'R!QUENT ~tNn PUBLIC ArrAIRs 
1 Hi 8TH ~'B Wi. l~iER~l;WE~ BV AP UPI AND NV 'IMES Ra.s ON ~~~ !NESPONSE +6 dugay § BGEN-EiAI' ICPPL!!D T~E rOLLOwlNQ lNrORMA'ICN7 
A~ sea MARINES weRE ~ANDED IN 040 COMPOU~D~ . 
B~ AN lDVANe~O PlRTv 0' 15 CONTROL PERSONNEL A~D A seCURITy PI..AtOON 
WERE tNS~RTen INTO '~E COMPOUND PRlOR TO T~E O~ERAT!ON~ , 
e. 6968 PERSONS WERE EVACUATED BV ~ELleODTeR~ 
c~ GS, COULD ~Ave ReTURNED rtRE tN SELP nereNS! tr NEceSSARY BUT DtD Not 
~eeo 'l" DO S~, 
E, LlrT WOUL~ NOT HAVE CONTINUED rROM O'~ eOHP~UND tf MeLtcoPTe~! 
CARRVtNG EVAeue~S HAC BESN SHOT OOWN~ IT MIGHT ~.VE BEEN NEceSS'R~ TO . 
~oVE TO ANOTwER I..Z~ 
" A rULl R~~JMENT or T~REE eLTIS IN eXCESS 0' 411~ MAAfNES. WAS 
AVAILABLE FOR T~~ OPERATIO~~ 
~; THE ONL' 'A'ALATt2S WERE 'WO MARINES ~II..LED A' OAO COMPOUND AND two 
PILOTS LCS'T', 
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UNC(.AssiPIE-o '463" 

#~ MARINES SENT TO REZNrORCE E~BASSY HAO NO SP~Ci'lb lNS'RuetION~ 
ABOUT PU~~ING PEOp~e OVER ~OMPOU~O WA~('S~ Sue~ 4CT10NS WiRE ON ,~etR OWN 
INITIATIve. ONE EMB.SSY orflClAL OtRECTe~ MARINES To AssiST INDivlDUiLs 
IN A COUPLE 0' CASES; " ',. " 
J~ HE tHOUGHT AVSR4G& 'LrG~' TtME POR ~rtoTs Wis APPROX!M~TE~V i2 
~OORS BUT SOMi'L.~W I N EXcess or 18 HOURs'; _. " " '." .. . r:· THERE ARe 54 "UN 9ECURtTV DETACHMENTs ON Mse SHIPS eARRvtNG REF'" 
UGe;s~' ' ,," , 
K~ THe ~E~t~oP'eA~i'T SLOWED DOWN eEcAu~E of ~~oe~EMS.ASsoeIAtES 
II!TM ,,"OADJNG PEoP!,E.'T NIG~T WHO WERE UNrAMi~le8 \tjlTw_T~E ,AIOl Al~o .. 
ONLY C~;46'S cou~o F'~V FROM Roor or EMBASSY .5 T~E eWeS3 WAS TOO lAAOE 

. '~A Tt!fi ~EMeASSY WEI.O PAQ': ,.,.' , , ",.,. . ,,' , ,,' ,.~.' " , ' -1'1 

~ l~ INl't.L CLANS"n10' NOT cA~l ro~ LIPTIN~ So MANY PibP~EOUOV EMBASSY, 
MOST EVACUEeS wE~e to aD TO DAO COMPOUND 9~ ijE~i~LE oR AiR AME~I~A ~~Li., 
eojTER~ 'e~Pe~TED to ~lrT A80 PEOPLE FROM EM9is~~~ 
~.; ABOUT ,0 ~~us MARINE AND 10 USAF ~E~reOPTeRS WERE useo iN'Twe 
OP&RA'ION~ _SOUT 660 S~R'lES WERE rLOWN~ . _ . 
~~ IN ADDITION 'O,GUNSHIPS N.V~ AND USAr 'IX~D wING Ale wERE ON 

'·STA:T1ON,~OV~fIt'TIo!E-e·HV ,lNCLV1JINtl ,h1"S"'4:NDP;'4's7 '- - ,'-. ' 
c; l' tt WAS A MAtTe~ OP SURVIViL 'I~ED ~ING A/t aULD HAvE BeEN OSED7 

'P~ IN ORDeR 'OA5$15' A CO~VOy or NINE eDses HiviNG tROUBL~ ~EfffN~ _ 
, T~RU SVN-ROADB~OCKS AT TON SON NIoIUT. TME GENERiC CONSIDE~ED USIN~ '/e 

!N A s~ow OF rOReE BUT T~IS WAS ~OT NEeE~SAR9~ 
Q~ T~.' ~E ~.D NO KNOWLEDGE or ANY OTH~R 9US~$ or eVACUEes BEiNG TUR~E6 
8A~K At TON SO~ ~HUT BY SV~ seCuqlTV FOR!ES~ 
5T 
1t'868 
ANNOTes 
P'GJ 961 'E" 
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~'r-VJ', ' 
(VlET) ,,' "", , 

')AIGON (VPI)~·A 21·~HlP ~OlITW VlETNAME~E,' NAVAL )QVA,nRON ' 
~~l'RRENnEREn TO' THE ,VIET,leONG WEnNE~nAY ON PROMI ~E or AMNE )TY BY T~E 
CO~1MVNl)T REGIME' IN~AIGON, THE Y~'GO~LAV NEW~ AGENCY TANJllG REPQRTEn 
TO nAY • ,nE~AYEn VPl nI~PATCHE~ FROM ~AIGON nI~CLO~En ,THAT ~OME t., 

AMERICAN Bl')INE~~MEN HAn BEEN LEFTBE~lNn IN, THE HA~TY v.~, , 
EVAClJATION. . I " , ' 'J, 

'TANJlJG ~Aln TH'I NAVAl. ~Ql'AnRON,' ~Ah,ING, orr THE ~Ol'TH VltTNAME~E 
I, 

COA~T WITH AN A~'MIRAll ANn HIGH\~RANKING 'OFrlCER~ OF THE FORMER ~AIGON 
REGIME, FLEW WHITE FLAG) ANn JOlNEn ,LARGE, GROllp) OF. FORMER GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIAL) WHO HAVE REPORTEn TO THE NEW COMMllNl ~T RlILER). 

GEN. TRAM VAN TRA, VIET CONG MINl)TIR OF nEFEN~E ANn HEAn ,OF T~£ 
, N~ LEAnER)HIP IN~AIGON, PROMI ~!n THAT THE NEW' REGIME 'WlLJ, FORGIVE 

, "cOt~Pl.ETEl.Y' TKO)E VIETNAME~E WHO COMMlTTEn CRIME) nVRING THE ~ARIF ':,' 
: "i~ , ,THEY 'REPENT OF, 'WHAT THEV HAVE n~NE.' , ,', I 

• 'l'?I CORREoPONnENT AJ-AN I nAW~ON~ WHO REMAINEn BtHINn WHEN THE 
'",,~,,~.~. cm1MttNl ,T~ ~EI2En )AIGON, REPoRTtn TO nAY\ T~E lOVTR VIETNAME~E CAPITAL 

I ' RETllRNEn TO 'NORMAL 48 HOl'R~ AFT~ ,THE TAKEOVER ANn THAT ,THERE W,ERE I 

NONE OF THE BLoony REPRI )AIt) FEAREO BY, THOl"~ANn~ OF VIETNAME~E WHO 
. FLEn THE CITY, , \ ,~ , . 

nAW~ON ~AIP THAT WHEN MEMB£R~ OF -TH'E'l'.~.'EM~A~~Y HA)TILY PACKE,n 
liP AN~ PVLLEn Oll1 or VIETNAM" THty, l.tFT BEHINn AMERICAN), fOREIGN ' 
oIPLOMATo, ANn tJNCOllNTEn HVNnREn~ OF VIETNAME ~E EMPLOYE~ \ THEY HAn '" 
PROMI~En TO TAKE WITH THEM. ' . ' I • 

'I ~OMj AMERl·CAN~. WERE, IN ~O~ITH VIE1'NAME~E JAIL~ AT THE TIME ANn THEY 
.WERE RELEA~E" BY THE VIET CONC. ",' • " 

l'PI 05-08 12137 PED .', .. 
, I 
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UNITED STATES MARiNE CORPS 

HEADQLJAIHtRS 
3D MARINE DIViSION (-) (REINFORCED), FLEET MARiNE FORCE 

FLEET POST OFFICE, SAN FRANCISCO 96602 

Lieutenant General John N. MCLAUGHLIN 
Chief of Staff 
Headquarters Marine Corps 
Washington, D. C. 20380 

Dear John Nicholas} 

16 April 1975 

We have sort of been in the world spotlight during the past 
several Tdeeks. Although I know you've kept up y,ji th the si treps 1 

I would like to share with you some of the specifics of our 
effort over the l6-day period, from 27 March 1975 to 12 April 
1975, \'lhen our U. S. Marines from BLT 2/4 set foot in LZ HOTEL 
in Phnom Penh, C&~~odia at 2200~ 11 April your time in D. C. 
(120900 Apr). This marks the first introduction of Marine 
field forces in South East Asia since our withdrawal in 1971~ 
At the outset, let me state that as the Commanding General 
of this fine Division of Marines, I am both humble and extremely 
proud of the outstanding resourcefulness and aggressive spirit 
demonstrated by rr.y officers and men "7hen it came to game time 
on Saturday afternoon. They were just superb! 

Activity began to peak on 27 March, with the Division con­
figured in a posture which reflected the usual WestPac deploy­
ment. 2/4 was deployed on-station as the ARG "A il/31st lvmU 
BLT, prepared to execute their Ca~~odia mission. 3/9, as the 

. ARG ilB:'_ :BLT, \,V.as at CaJ!lp;FuJi ,and 'Ivas undergoing ext'ensive __ . 
training and tactical testing. At the outset, we had 2,704 
I'jiarines deployed with their organic equipment. Othe-nvise, 
it ,vas business as usual, ,,,ith i<1.<iPLEX/M..illiLEX planning in full­
s'tJ'ing. \ve had just completed two }1AF CPX' s, for which THe had. 
worked hard and which had encompassed the better part of two 
weeks. 

The developing situation in South East Asia, particularly with 
respect to the possible evacuation of refugees, had thrust 
upon the Division a totally new and unique commiLment. On 
27 Ivlarch, the Division was tasked to provide troops for the 
Amphibious Evacuation RVN Support Group. I chopped Lieutenant 
Colonel Chuck HESTER's 1/4 to CTF 79 , ,""ho in turn passed OPCON 
to Amphibious Support Group (eTG 76.8). The battalion con­
sisted of_ .. a command group and four _r.ifle companies which 'f,vere 

. '--". ~~'; rec«mfigured£or shipboard security,;type miss:ions.~: They ernba'rked' 
in two echelons from Whi te Beach 1 OJeinawa. One boarded the USS 
BIJUE RIDGE on 27 March and the other the USS DUBUQUE on 30 Barch. 
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I talked to almost every IYlarine and l':;avyma:-: from 1/4a·t Hhite 
Beach as they boarded their ships. The troc?s were magnifi­
cent and their equipment was in great shape. It made me 
proud to send these guys off to do a job for Don WHITMIRE 
and George STEELE. By 9 l;.pril, 1/4 had provided security 
detachments to nine amphibious or ~1SC ships. 

On 3 April, George STEELE asked for the formation of ten 
more separate ship security guard detachments. Ny guys came 
up ~Nith a great little detachment of t\v'O officers and 70 
enlisted, specifically tailored to the shipboard security 
requirement. The packages, including supplies, just happened 
to fit into two C-130's. This was in case these Marines had 
to be flown to Subic. 12th Marines, 3d Engineer Battalion, 
7th Comrtlunication Battalion, Headquarters Battalion, 3d Tank 
Battalion, 4th Marines and 9th Marines all contributed these 
detachments. That's been one of great things about this 
whole evolution - everybody wanted a piece of the action. 
To date, these detachments have -not been called for I hO';'7ever I 
they are being considered. About the same time, 2 April, 
DSDAO, Saigon requested that CINCPAC provide hlO reinforced 
Marine rifle companies, to function as a security force for 
the DAO compound at Ton Son Nhut. We carne up with a mini-­
task force, consisting of Lieutenant Colonel Harper BOHR 
(CO, ReconBn) and his A1fa Co~mand Group; one company from 

. Reconnaissance Battalion; and I Company H, 2/9. CINCPAC, at 
·'the direction of JCS, disapproved DAO' s request:- HO~lever I 
they did approve sending a survey team, consisting of Lieutenant 
Colonel BOHR and bra others, to Saigon on 7 April. 

~equirernentsupon the D.~yision continued. .On 4 April, Carl 
HOFFl1..~! . directed ro.e to' 'provIde him' 1/9 r' our 'air contingencv' 

. ·BLY, to fly .away in" a .light. air - contingency configuration .. -
This unit included a 4.2" Mortar Battery. It did not include 
a lOSmm Battery or LSD. They Vlere to meet ·a.11p:hibious shipping 
at Subic for possible Vietnam evacuation operations. 1/9 
com.menced their flyaway from rZadena i APB to Cubi Point on 
5 April. Their movement vIas completed on 6 April. This 
Inovement, of some 1,081 Jvlarines and their organic equipment, 
was done in a most successful and professional manner. Then, 
based on orders from higher headquarters; George STEELE 
directed, on 6 April, the reconstitution of 1/9 as a BLT. 
This reconfiguration was to include a lOSmm Hmvit2er Battery, 
L7T P.latoon and an LSU. Special air-movement '.-las arranged 
frG~ Kadena to Cubi Point via USAF C-SA's, C-14l's, and two 
cOEGlercia1727 's. I believe i·ts a first in :Marine Corps 

:' history _ th:?±"C~5A LS ha:\i:B~-~carried ~Mar-ine I:iVTB-7·',s·;.~.H.EaG!h ·p1ane­
c2.::::::ied only t1"'0 'of these v~hicles because of present C-SA 
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load constraints. j'1ovement comrnenced on 6 A?ril and was 
completed on 8 April. We moved 946 short tons of people 
and equipment, to include 12 LVT's and six IOSnLTU nO;!Jitzers 
and their £.1-35 prlme movers. 

I \Vas On the scene talking with troopers, unit cOIT1.!.'1landers 
and those boyish pilots of the huge C-SA's and the smaller 
C-141's. I also talked with most everyone in 1/9 over the 
four day ernbarkation period. ]I.gain; I 'was tremendol:sly 
proud to be a United States Marine, seeing A.merica's finest 
young men eager t6 serVe their country and Corps. Their 
equipment, incidentally, was in top notch shape. Pa=ticularly 
touching \~-ere ti-10' young Marines I talked to I each of '">,lhieh 
had an arm in a cast. I cautioned them that they might not 
get to go because everybody had to be ready to fight, if 
necessary. I no more than had the words out of my mouth 
\'lhen they, in unison, retorted sharply 1 "General, we I re goin'!" 
With spirit like that, John, we can't lose! 

SiTIlUltaneously, with the 1/9 move, I provided Colonel Al GRAY 
and a small staff from his 4th I·!erines to augment the 9th MAB 
nucleus sta.ff (Brigadier General CAREY). On arrivnl at Subic, 
hmvever r the 33d NAU was activated. This allc~ved Al to be 
designated as the MAU cow$~nder. On 7 April, BLT 1/9 chopped 
OPcC)N to the 33d Rl\U. -

Not ~'vanting IJieutenant Colonel Bob LOEHE' s BLT 3/9 to remain 
a hostage'-a-t Camp Fuji-;- since their i'--RG BRAVO shipping was 
now carrying 1/9, their move back to Okinawa was requested. 
BLT 3/9 commenced a deliberate, lmv-key, echeloning back to 
Okina>rla, using USMC C-130 I S on 7 April. This move wa.s com-

-" p1:eted,on ,lO"April-:r 'with the exception ,of their . tanks'; ,artil­
lery prime movers, motor transport platoon and administrative 

'tail. Hopefully, ANCHOHAGE (LSD-36) will pick up' tliese- - -
remaining elements when she arrives out here later this month. 

~Jow, at the end of the l6-day period! \vhich ended on 12 Apri 1, 
the,3d Narine Division successfully executed its seven-fold 
mission of providing: (1) BLT 2/4, "iY'hich ~';ias deployed ';.lith 
ARG "A" /31st j'/1AU and was responsive to the basic Eagle Pull 
contingency; (2) 1/4, which was assigned to the Amphibious 
Evacuation R\?'N' Support Group and responsible for providing 
ships' security detachments to seven amphibious/I'/ISC ships; 
(3) ten separate ship's security detachments (72-man platoons) 
in a standby posture on Okinawa; (4) BLT 1/9, which was 
deployed "vi th A...R.G "B" /33d l'iAU to Subic for response to NElYlVAC 
RVN contingency operations; (5) Task Force BOHR (ReconBn (-)), 

:~:;''-:~in''a 'stand~~cs .. tatus;- rErspon-si ve-to theDAO-secu'r~ty- -force-' 

3 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

." .' 

mission at 'ron Son :Nhut i (6) two rifle comp2.nies 1 Companies 
1: and Y of 3/4, i:ri a standb~. fly a~'7a::{ status, as backup to 
the Eagle Pull contingency ~2~uirernent7 anci, (7) BLT 3/9, 
locat.ed on Okinawa and still chopped to III l!LlIT, recon­
solide,ted as the ground elemC:~1t of the ne-lily formed 35th 
F'.AU, r:lhich ",ill ernbark on PI-L'2RON 5 shipping later this 
month under the cor:unand of Cc:Lonel Hans EDEBOHLS" 

Especially note",orthy I I beli.eve 1 Vlas the efficient manner 
in which the Division respon:ed to the shifts of troops 
and equipment Irli thin this sl'.,)rt period. 'I'he proper and 
efficient. provision of corrba-;: and combat service support! 
involving the movement of mo:.~e than 6,300 troops, 281 major 
it.e.llS of equipment and 1,197 short tons of supplies, was 
particularly outstanding. Virtually every regiment, bat­
talion, company, battery ana platoon of this Division had 
a piece of the action, either directly or through the 
provision of support in some ':'Jay. 

Hy staff and my cornmanders' staffs demonstrated a:!1 exceptional 
degree of professionalism, by providing operational direction 
and coordination for the rnis3ion cOIDlni tments thai: grei-l quickly 
dt:ring this period. Tasked ','lith many and rapidly changir..g 
requirements, these headquarters provided aggressive and 
fODvard looking planning, coordination and leadership in all 
areas. 

'i'here have been countless eX2::r~ples of willingness and desire 
to go ~vhere the action is by individual Marines i demands by 
ihdividuaI~ to extend their tours and even theirEAS's; and, 
','Talvers of physical duty lir.~i tations, just to get the chance 
to go with their squad or placoon. All of -these attest to 

'"":c.the continued professionalism and espiri t de corps, of our 
!larines when confronted with 2. real challenge. 

A rare example of this superD attitude was exemplified by 
the small platoon of 49 Marines, commanded by Second Lieutenant 
R. E. LEE, aboard the PIONEEJ1 CONTENDER. This platoon had 
the responsibility for providing ship's security for some 
16:000 evacuees. Yet, with complete competonce and self­
assurance, Second Lieutenant LEE reported to his battalion 
co:mmander the number of evac'.:ees he had on b8ard and that the 
situation was well under control. These efforts, of course, 
,<!eretrul¥ consu.'TJIlated with the successful evacuation of all' 
;'IO.ericans from Phnom .,Penh. Our Marines performed superbly in 
their tasks and, once again, demonstrated their readiness and 

.... -. c~ .:; •• : ..••. capabili ty~_tQ., do the •. j,ob, .in~ .. professional .fashion ~ .. : .:. ' .. ~'~_' . .: .. , .. :,,;...,. 
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This impressive record can only be attribute:::: to effective 
team'i·iOrk, aggressive spirit, consurrt.:""TI::tte professionalism 
and unflagging 6evotion to duty of every Marihe in the 
Division. I am really proud of each and everyone of the~. 

A lengthy tome I know. Just wanted to bring you up to date. 
r am leaving for the Philippines this morning to welcome the 
troops home on behalf of Carl and myself ... A great tour!! 

Best to l>'larilee. 

As ever, 

,~ 
KENNETH~ :1 HOUGHTON -

y. S. 

~~1 · ... 9~f 1~ et~QI" ~ t;..~~.~ 
,*}..;L.. ~ ,;t.\ ..... ;..1.. ~ ~ ~~ \,.;~.11oMo-t ~1tl4o,t,,,. --... 

c..-.~ ~Qd .... ...J.. O-~,.~ 
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COMMAND~NT US MARINE CORPS 
WASHJNGTONDC/USA 
MAJOR GENERAL BUITHElAN VNCMC AND HIS STAFF ON BOARD VN 
COMMERCIAL SHIP OAIDUONG ARE IN SINGAPORE WATER SINCE 3RD MAY STOP 
WE NEED TRANSPORTATION TO US TO JOIN FAMILIES STOP OUR FAMILIES 
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. DATE 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ' .. "'0 ... . 
DIRECTORATE FOR DEFENSE INFORlUIION - (!JJ. ·.\h .. t\~·.·J: .. · ... . 

PRESS Dl VIS ION '. . .' \lY i": ..•.. 

April'22, 1975.·TIMEll15 OSD R~PRES ENTATIVE';·"~~·\'···~ 
----------~----

. '.,: 

'. ',. ~ ....... ~~ 

QUERY FROM Morning Briefing (MG Sidle) 
----------~------~--~----~------~--------~----------~-----------

QUERY: 1. Did any of the amphibious ships of PHIBRONV embark.Ma:rines during 
the stopover at Okinawa? .1fso, when? How many? Which ships'? 

._" 2.' What is the total number of Marines embarkedahoard 7th Fle,et ships- ill 
-" . the South China; '·Sea area? . :~-- . ':.:' 

3 .. Did the. Harine s from Hawaii go to Okinaw~' bycornmerical. aircraft? , ... 
If so,why? . If not, hOT ..... ? .Is there }:l.~y·.shortage of military ~i:r;lif:t for such. 
mover:lents? _.' 

. 4. : Do you have sufficient a1:rlift. available in YESTPAC to evacuate the remaining 
Americans from'South-Vietnam? .. ~ .... 
5." How many ships deployed with PHIBRCm V? ' •. 
6~\\1hat is total number of amphibious ships dep~oyed "in South China Sea area? 
7. HowmanyHSC ships available to assist in possible evacuation of Vietnamese? 

- -- - 8-:-HOw many -;;o~~cial ships including for~ign flagS? - ,-,~ .. 
~~ 9 •. How m~ny destroyers 'dep-loyed in South China Sea area? " .' - . 

10. . When did PHIJ3ROl'I V arrive in vicinity o:f South China Sea?"" 
11.' When' did you. start using C-130s for flights of·: ,evacuee s out of Saigon? 
.12 •. How many flights per cfuy are being flown with'evacuees out of Saigon? .. 

. e~,···-·. ." 

13. What USN, MSC, other ships are in Vung,Tau?Sa.igon? . 
14. ftre there any amphibiouS ships left at Okina .. -a;? How many?', 

:,; 15. 'Are there any amphibious spips at Subic? How many? . . 
16. ' How many US Personnel are afloat aboard 7th .Fleet ships in the viCiriit~ 

. of the South China . Sea? . ". ,: .. 
. <17.' }Ie:n: additional (any) helic<?pters put aboard·.the MIDWAY?, 

- '"," ~-' . '" ~:,.' ". . ," 

ANSWER: 
.~ ~. 

1..Yes, but we' wiil not comment· on the numbers or Marines involved. 
2. Over 400b. ,'-
3 .. They were transported,ln, part by MAC co:ntract flights because this 'Was the 
most expeditious and cost effective method of doing so. There is no shortage 
of military airlift. '. ~,. 

4 . . -~ Yes,.' . '~'-" . " .. ~ . ..; 

5 ••.. Seven 
6. About a dozen. 
7. Ten plus several tugs and numeroJs barges plus about a dozen more available~ 
8.' Included in above.' . ,,: '.:: 

9. , More than a dozen. i5.',·· 
.. ',,' 

~ ", .", 

-".-" "-

10. 'Some over the weekend •. Some 
11. '" Monday •. 

Moridayand Tuesday. .. <-:/ ".' ..•. . ......• :: 
......... ·l~)····."·:· 

- - - - - -~~JB-~~,if;~PI~~~Gd;~? 
.... :,'. 

~.'~Cl~ SOURCE OF ANSWER ____ ~----__ --~ __ --__ --____ --____ ·PHONE 

COORDINATION 

COMPLETED BY 

REf-lARKS: .' ' . 
. r'~':' , " '. 

',.\ 

.. 

. .".:..: . . .' . '~ . 

TIME INQUIRER NOTIFtED " ---------
.. : '. '-. 

:. ," 
, ",' ,,", ~ 

. ~ . ,', .: 
, .. 

"l'UIS REPORT IS TO Sf. TURNED IN TO THE PRESS CHIEF I~ntEDIAT[LY Upo:: 
. COHPLF.T T.ON 
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Refer you to state since we only providing part of the, ~irlift • 
Vang Tau - 5 MSC •. Saigon 5 MSC .. 
One. 
Otie'. ' 

.No comment. 
Yes. No comment 
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RADIO TV REPORTS. INC. 

4435 WISCONSIN AVE. N,W., WASHINGTON. 0, C. 20016. 244,3540 

FOR DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

PROGRAM LO\1Je I! ThomeS 
STATION 

NTOP Radio 
CBS Ne'hlOr'k 

DATE CITY 

THE F!NAL EVACUATION OF AMER!CANS 
---,----~ .... --"......--.....,..;.-.,..--,..----..~ .... -----.......,... .... ----~-~--. 

MITCHELL KRAUSS (Substituting): The final evacuation 
of American citizens from South Vietnam is now complete. 

Thai' news comes fromPresidont Ford. \'Ino says. ('this 
closes a chapter during the American experience. We must now 
close ranks, av6id recriminations. look ahead to goals and work 
togei'her on the great tasks we face. iI 

Folloi'dnQ the President~ whose words were read by News 
Secretary Ronald N~ssen. Secretary of State Kissinger described 
the objectIve of the last U.S. operation i~ Saigon -- fIrst. to 
save 'rhe I)ves of Americans s';-111 in Viei'nam; second; i"o save as 
many South Vietnamese as possible among those who worked wIth 
Americns over the past fifteen years. and r 'finally. to bi-ing 
as humane an end as possible to the present situatlon~ namely. 

, the Communist takeover of the South. 

Asfbr the numbers durfng the final twelve-hour afr­
! Ift.p U.S. helicopters removed almost i.OOO A~erlcans and 
6.000 Vietnamese to waiting U.S. carriers In the South ChIna 
Sea. 

In all, over i'he past few weeks, 6,500 f,mericans and 
55.000 Vietnamese were taken out of the country by American 
planes and hel icopters,. most heeded aveni-Llei! Iy 'for the ContinenTal 
United States. Many thousands more escaped by ether means. 

Casua!tles in the last ~ay number four -- two U.S. 
Mar i f1 e ski ! ! e d bye om m u n i s ';- she i f s d uri n 9 the ear i y mar n I 11 9 
shelling of Tan Son Nhut Air"port" and -hro i,larine pilots ,:,,110 di0d 
when their rescue hel icopter crashed Into the sea. They a~e. 
as far as we know now. the last Americans to die in the long 
Vietnam conflict. 

OFFICES IN: WASHINGTON. C. C .• 1-05 ANGELEs· NEW YORK. OE;-ROIT • NEW ENGL.ANO • CHICAGO 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

RADIO TV REPORTS. INC. 

4435 WISCONSIN AVE. N.W .• WASHINGTON. O. C. 20016, 244-3540 

FOR DEPARTMENT OF DEfENSE 

PROGRAM The World Tonight 

DATE 6:00 PM 

STATiON 

CITY 

i~TOP ~f!j 9 
CBS Netwolrk 

Wash ingtcHl, D. C • 

DOUGLAS EDWARDS: Some Vietnamese who couldnOt get 
out on the Amel'icQln helicopters go out their- ol;#n way today 
by appropriating airplanes and helicopters. 

les 1 ey Stahl has a rep4.H'tilGW on the Per.·t~gcm s s v~ ew 
DR the 0vacuation. 

.. 

LESLEY STAHL: The '.atagoR is estimattng that 6.600 
people were resc~ed from Saigon during a fD~rteen-hCur helic~pter 
resc~. mission. That i~cl~des as many as 900 Americans. the 
rest vtet~amese Bnd third COM~try nationals. 

The e~ly Americans therenaw s a PentaguD SDurc~ $aid~ 
are those who have elected to stay., 

Seventy to 80 hel1copte&"~h. carry'ingaocyt 50 passengers 
each, shuttled from tbe Amertca~ Embassy tn downtown Saigo~ 
te ·flwe aircraft carriers statio_ad off the coast. 

There _as some sporadic ground fire late this ~ftarnoonl 
bij~Pentagon sources are sayt~g that the evacM~tion weRt much 
more $!lM~ct~ly thi.H1 t1as ant'icipated~ , Ogje source said 9 l1i\s far 

. as ~i'H'S g@ ~ this ~C!s ~ot. bad at all.. Not at aH.&1 

Lesley· Stabl p CBS N •• s~atth. Pe~tlgon. 
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RADIO TV REPORTS. INC. 

4435 WISC:ONSIN AVE. N.W .• WASHINGTON. O. C. 20016. 244·3540 

FOR DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

PROGRAM CBS News STATION ~HOP Rad 10 
CBS Nehlork 

DATE CITY \'i ash i n 9 to i1" D. C , 

VIETNAM EVACUATION 

DO U G L AS E DltJA R D S : The U 1"1 i ted S t at e s ! efT Sou t h Vie t n a nl 

today in a steady stream of hel icopi'ers guarded by fighter planes, 
left it with some South Vietnamese oeggln9 to De taken along with 
others all bU"( sp!ttlnQ at the Americans. left i-i- tvith a memory 
of 50,000 Americans dead. 150 oillioil flmer-lean dollars in aiel 
and war materials. and the destructIon of untold dreams and 
Illusions and hopes. The evacuation is finished nOI·I. 

RObert Plerprilnt reports. 

ROBERT PIERPOINT: Secretary of State Kissinger talked 
about the evacuation after it had Deen ann6~nced as complete Dy 
the President's Press Secretary Ron Nessen. 

The Secretary of state pointed out deiiDerately some 
of the successful aspects of today's evacuation operation. making 
as good a case as he could for a painful situation for him 
personally as well as for the United Stetes. 

Dr. Kissinper explained that when President Ford made 
his speech to Congress hiD tlfeeKS apo ask i nq fOI~ about a b 1 iii on 
do! lell"S more in aid for Sou-rh Vietnam he had several prioritiHs 
In mind. namely to save as many American lives as possible. to 
pet out as many South Vietnamese who had worked closely wIth 
Am e ric a 11 S asp 0 S SiD Ie. and top rod u c e ~1 hat K! s s i 11 5" El rca lIe d a 
humane politicai. solution if possiDle. 

Kissinger seemed to fee! that the ~irst ~wo oDj~cts 
have oean ootained. But he was less certain aDout the future of 
either South Vietnam or the rest of Southeast Asia. 

SECRETI\RY OF STATE HENRY KISSif'.lGER; i thinl< It is -f'oo 
early to make a tina! assessment. There is no Question that 
'l-he outcome in I ndoch f na \v j I I have consequences not on 1 yin As i a 
but ·ill many oi-her par'!-s of i"he world. Bu-!" i~m confiden-;- 'fhai-
we can deal with them. 

P!ERPOINT: Kissinger did say that the communists have 
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made it increasingly clear in r'ecerd days that they intend \;Jhat 
he called a substantia! politico! takeover of 81i South VielLnam. 

RODert Pierpoint, CBS News f at the White House. 
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RADIO TV REPORTS. [NC. 

44:35 WISCONSIN AVE. N.W •• WASHINGTON. O. C. 20016. 244-3540 

FOR DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

PROGRAM News' STATION 'tH·IAL Rad i a 
AIR Neh/ori< 

DATE: Apr i I 29, 1975 7 :00 PH CITY \vasl1inpton. D.C. 

REPORT ON EVACUATiON 

NEWSCASTER: Among the people ,evacuated from Saigon tOday 
was former president and Air Force General Nguyen Cao Ky. Ky had 
said last week Vietnamese who were fleeing the country were cowards. 

There was some violence in the evacuation from South 
Vietnamese, angered by the U.S. pullout. Shots were fired at 
evacuation l:>uses and hel icopters. And there VIas thievery. 

A report from Sandy Gaul of International Television News 
in Seif/cn. 

SANDY GAUL: As the Jolly Green Giants shuttled in and out 
of Sai90n carrying the last of the AmeriC2ns out of Vietnam. the 
crowd started to (oot what was ,eft In the PX&, the American refuse. 
They ran in and out like mad thinp5 carrying aeer, mattresses, 
refrlperatars, coak1np pear and even a contafnment of white plastic 
dyes wh i ch one I ady had dropped on the pround. Po I ; ce stood by 
and helped themselves» too; swingin9 canned American beer and firin9 
the odd shot in the air to prevent the Lword unintelligioleJ from 
getting out of hand. 

NE~SCASTER: Thatis Sandy Gaul of International Television 
NeVIS. 
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RADIO TV REPORTS. INC. 

4435 WISCONSIN AVE. N.W .• WASHINGTON. O. C. 20016. 244-$540 

FOR DEPARTMENT Of DEFENSE 

PROGRAM News STATION . briDe Rad i 0 

DATE CITY ~:1ashington. D.C 

FINAL EVACUATION 

NEWSCASTER: In all. scout 6500 Americans and Vietnamese 
were helicoptered out in the final evacuation of Vietnam. 

ABCls Bernard Wiseman h~s further details from Clarke 
Air Force Base in the Phi i Ippines. 

BERNARD hISENAN: 8ulletfns reaching Clarke Afr Base from 
reporters on the command ship of the task force say that former 
South Vietname~e Vice President Nguyen Ceo Ky and the wife 
of U.S. Ambassador Graham Martin were amcnp those ferrying Dy 
helicopter to the waitin9 ship. According to other reportsp Ambassador 
Hartin has also evacuated to the Navy task force. 

This Is Bernard Wiseman, ABC News. at Clark AJr Base 
in the Phil ippines. 
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" BOB !C.o!\PPS: Or-a of the heHcopter:~r tRsecl frr the evacuati~.,~ 
Qf' the last AllH!H'-icans from Saigon cv-asi'ned ·atse~: "a~d ttvO c~"e~J 
.e~be~s were killed. 

','" EaV'lh~B"!I 1;\>>'0 IhillEn'icails trl(:H"e idlledik1.us:helnrig 
of the Tan So~'Nhut Ai1rpo!'t -- fo~trAill,er1cafls kHled in all 
,in th~ evacuaticH'I operations", and with a u'ep(n'tontHie of those 
men,: ~erre 'is Dai'"~eH (iot!ld, in 8oston~ , 

',' DARRELL SOl.n .. D! TheV'e is a tragl;tl1tUt,eo-f h~~.H~Y .i i1 
the ri,eatf» of Oile of t~a, last Amev-tc&ns top~·,kl11edi~ a.c:tio81 
,h~ Vietnam. 

Tt4'enty=twCl .!fE/(l!V'-"'old Corpo'ral Ch~H")'e,s::,~~di.agHl ~ Jrra G 

>(H~e of two Marines ""no died in th®shel1 h~!li 6.fTa~ Son Nhut 
air-base jt§st before the final American eVi(:uation began~ was 
fa i'ii.Qtive of WObL!fi'~ ~M~SlHH::husetts.: . ,', . ' . 

1il1 t~QbMr!l e he W(l$ ail active membe,r:ofthe ] t!)ca'! Boys 
Club II ¢1nd hn 191,1 'llf(lschosen foi'" that orgiu'a'iz.!itio~ ~s ~ Boy .of 
the V ~;u .. lQ Cill\t& rei 0 .'. 

Charl@s G~~dn~r9 ~irector of tha Woburn Boys Cl~b~ 
taH~lmd absut 'UaetiFlg@ of SadM!SS nowccH'UH~eted ~4'ith tnat .a;;gaS"€L 

CHARLES GARmU:~! The "'Boy of tne Vea«~I! award h~ 
.inmeiiory of Joseph Drew:; ~illo was a member of.' the Boys Club 
and was ODe of the 'Irst o~e$ frD.~oburR kill.din the'tetnam 
Co~fllct~ and he .~s a Martne. ' . 

Ar.cll> of cot!1rse!)FlO1;J f;4e hava C~arUSl.. !tlooks ,i-as-
~~;s gtlhig to beo~eof t~e last o,,-as, liHerl 1&1 the Viet,&'l.arn 
war. So It;s kind of trc&tc. 

SOULD: Tbeyoung Narine~ whe had been in Vtetnam 
D~ly a few days~ had extended his slay ifi the C~rp5 to g~ to 
Em~a.$sy School an~ wi il as's~;gmiilei!tt"o the Coms~Jl a¥' S~lf'1ii ce ..• 
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His parents last words from him were iR a post card 
,from Ha!;lQai i . They did elot eve~ knot" for cer-tai n "that he t~as 
in Vietnam until they learned of his death. 

Darrell Gould, Group·W News~ Boston. 
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NEIL STRANSER: For those of you wh~ may have tuned 
in late g hera is a brtef summary of the remarks of Secretary 
Kissinger a~d of White House News Secretary Ron Nessen. 

Nessen appeared first at this briefing to read I 
stateme~t frD~ President Ford reporting the co.pl.tio~ ~f the 
evacuation s the statement closllPlg i'iith these words by Pres'ide~t 
Ford: . 

"This acthm c1@ses a cha~ter in the AmericiHi e~pedenc8. 
I ask all Americans to close ranks~o ~yotd recri~1nattGn Rbout 
thli! past l> to 1 {lOOC ahead to the MiH1ygoa 1 swe sWiaw-e andt.o ~.o1f'k 
together on the great tasks that remB1~ to be accomplisbed.-

Secretary Kissinger sDtd be wanted ~o u~derltne the 
point made by the Prestde~t. aWe do nat believe.~ b~ sa1d. 
Ntht. Is a ttme for recrimination. It is a time to heal wounds~ 
to look to D~r intarnational abltgatto~$.M 

Mr. Kissinger said that he doesn't beiieve that we 
should give atdto rebuild North Vietnam. He said that th® 
United States will cODsider req~ests far human1taria~ aid to 
SOtgth t'ietnam~ Hta sa1dthijil pr'hHH'yobHgiilt-ion there shotJl:ld 
rest .tth those who fur~t~bed the .eapons~.bvtoaslyo to the 
to.mmtHlists ~ tathe f!orU} lJiet~amese ,and 'to the Vlet Co~g. 

. . 

AWld t91e Secr%it~V'y of State defei'1lded the pace o;f the 
evaelj~ti IJ~ 9 sayi rng that H:. was lCatF'ri ad @~t wi tho~t ~r.tl!ile. de] ay. 
He said ~~e got OQtt a 11 OUi" persoiHl~l wi tfrij(l)l..!'t: ~.mic ~i'id with.cut 
Syb~tafit .. hl c!asualties thatwQi~ld~a.~/e fJCC~n'"(Hj if ~i'Jil o.rder 

. had tatally broke~ down. And we alsD saved~ he satd~ 56 p OOO 
people t'fncs@ 1 ives WI1!??"e hi st.'!lveli"1!'t jecpardy =~ those of tli'!~ 
So~th Vi@tnmmese. 

For an analysis o let ms ter. to CBS News White House 
c:o~re$pcmden", i'! Robe!!"t P'hli"'PIi"d~L 
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ROBERT PIERPOnr!': The Sec~etaf'Y of State ttaGs obviously 
trying to put somewhat of a good face on what is. iri many respects~ 
a disastrous setback for him pen'SOi'Hll1y as 'Weli as' for tne 
United States. ., . 

He did point out that I couple ofweetsago whe~ 
PlreSl dewt foreSta 1 ked to Congress Ii •. the P!I"8s1 denttli3'd three 
prtoV'i'i;1es. They \'Iere to save as many Alilerieanlives as possibie 2 

to get out as many South vtet~ame$e as posstble-- that is 
those ~ho ~orked closely with the United States -- ~nd to produce 

· what Kissinger caned 13 as tH.l!JlanS .. il .. · pol ~tical soli.sttOI1 as p,ossible.·1 

'Today Dwi t~ the successfu.l evaCM2 lion ofa'ppr,oxim& tely 
1,000 Americans ,and 5,500 South Vietnameses; theSecB"'etarypointed 
out that the fi rst tltlopriof''i ties. seemed to have been ach.'h::ved. 
But be was lessce'rtai~ by fall" Olbo~t'thepoHtical so1i.stion 
3f1d ll 'in fact" he was VIli!r'Y tH'lcertain about the futtsreof ail 
of Southeast Asj.a:. He simply s~id ,that, he hopedamH itary 

· battle could be avoided in what 'is ;the inevitable Commun.ist 
takeover of South 'tetn~m. ~ . 

... . ". 

Aflid he, said that there wi.ll be c()i!seqa.umcesfor.the 
rest of Southeast I\$ia anili'the worl-d c and thilt we'?€!! just. goialg 
to ~ave to assess th. sit~ation. 

And he idmonfshed the United States not to gOn in 
effect!) isclatio.aists ll ~ct to \'.fithdr.Flw' fY'om the world $CE!nJ~ 
bec~use of t~is setback. 

.. ~. 

STRAWSER: Very blrh:flY9 Bob" the Admiilistrratio!'3 
do~s seem to be a bit sensitive abo.~those charges th~t ~here 
izllSS· too much delay in the e'ilac~atio~. 

PIERPOHH: WeHth®re 9 of' cotlrse p theyOiecQncerned 
because COfl@ress. has 1H':en maki 119 thos.e chargesptwt! th:h'S,lt 
they can a~$!l';er ,the charges fairlyttell if:> in fact:\l'aU t~e 

· Americans got out safely $ ~hi en i tdoas seem has t.·illppended~ 
and thatis good news~ .. 

STRAWSE,R: We lost two ~iarfll1e pHots ;appai'eB'ltly" 
by aceidefIBt il.hu-"i-ng the evacuation., T'fIli'o Marines wereki lled 
a·bit slbf'Herin.the shelling 9 bMt ;we'ha'1lenooth~.a:'rreport 
·o.fcasil!a 1 ties. 

1111.$ ~as been: a C·BS Neli>3s ,~pec i a 1 Repcrt l<,d th ,my co II eague ~ 
Rebert Pterpot~t~ 

IDm Neil Strawser~ CBS ~e.s. 
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DAN KAHlER (SUbstttMting): This is Oan Rather reporti~g 
~ith me~s and commentary on the CBS Radio Network 

nWe should go with option four.u Tho~e were the 
words spoke~ last nigt by Ambassador 6rahamMartin in Saigon 
to Secretary of State Henry K1ss1li1gEH" 10 WashingtOi'ieBnd those 
words were qut~kly translated into a p~es1dential ofder that 
began the final evacuatiofn of American$ from V~atnam • 

. ,. 

Opti on four me~uit he 11 eOj),ters.. It tr-H1S the 1 fist. di tch 
optio~. It meant that Americans wo~ld be e~tractedfromSa1gDn 
in ext§'emi ty aft~i' til; rtyyeall's ofinvo 1 ve~H'::~t in Southeast 
Asia. The last .ttter pill to swallow. 

TheV'e w@ll'e fOtH' cptions if! the p ]a.!Uling to get Ameri cariS 
OMt of Saigon. l~at it ti(£s nscessaryto Gmpio,Y the last mae 
made it clear thQ1t Ambassador Mavotiny, whose deeisioift it i'ealiy 
W~Sp had watted until the last mtn~te. To somes it seemed 
that he ahl@st w~ited tEntH it !1!as too late •. 

The people of Saigon 'tong had. k~'Hnm that the t·HiV' 
was lost and that their allies werepul1t~g out. Som~ VietRamesa 
tYr·Y!ed bitteV"ly -and even 'tliaieiltly {In 'the AmeW'·£ci,ms. 

YesterdaY9 a Scyth Vistnamese soldier repo~tadly 
tr-ied to kill ~f! AmeG"ican~dth a .4S·a!Jtornat"h:. iHs pistQ.1, 
fGrtu~at~ly~ m1~ftred~ 

~hen todiiYvS, evaCwiltiora ol~del" canE£:, AmerlCa!1S 1~~ 
Sa'~ gem '1:~ent to su~posedl y secret ilsse~b 1y p<rdnts to board f.HHH:S 
for· tne Sa i 901'1 a i If'p~rt wher'e he 1 i copt~H'S were to take them 
t@ carriers wliting in the South ChtflS Se~.· But this secret 9 

as had been the case thW'D~gh most of the war ~ith so many secrets. 
\<Jasi n ~Btept. 
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Mobs of Vitnamesa were waiting to plla into th buses, 
forcing 50me of the Americans tDstay behind-

Some of the buses arriving at Tan SDn Nhut Atrport 
we~s fjred upon by South Vietnamese soldiers who shbuted~ "We 
.a~t to goo tDD. u 

Some of the Americans left behind by the buses later 
had to be snBtched off of roof tops by helicopters scanning 
tS'lG c~t1·. 

Dther Americans had to make thei~ own way to Tan 
Sen Nhut ooly ~c b~ barred f~om entering the gate by angry 
SlDlAth Wiet.ifiames~ 9\l!ll?ds. They· made t~H;d~" "1~nl bac~~ to the 
American Embassy compound in the center of i~~ city where an 
incredible scane awaited them. 

H~ndreds of Vi2tnamese we~e trying to ggt into the 
Embassy D~d OMt of the country by climbing the ten-foot wall 
~rDMnd the compound. Insida~ U.S. Mlrines g in full battle 
dr.ss p were using rifle ~utts tD smash the fi~~ers of those 
Vtetn~mes~ who clung to the top af the wall. Same Vjetnlmese 
Even tpted to jump the wall only tD lind in barbed wire beneath 
tht:'lm~ 

GeOF'ge Esper,., 8 \Tet.~H"&H"l f~ssGeia t@£<i PIl"'8SSlf'e!)D?ter 
who chose to stay b9h1~d~ desc0ibed ,this terrible scene that 
seems to sy~boli2e the rna~ner in which our Vietnam invDlvement 
aaded. Esperas final fr~m. uA man and woman who tried to 
mat® that imposstble jump lBY bleeding on tbe bBrb~d wire as 
Marins helicopters lifted off the Embassy roof earring Americans 
t@ safety .. l~ 

T~os~ Americ~ms tJlho ifltad bee~ ~e~1'iecl eVjt~'i1HH!e to TOn 
s@~ I\l~nrt atfH~ h~';.d ~~2de t~eh;' Wfjay bad;. to the Embassy C!oiT~POMfjd1 s 
wera forced te scale the wall thems81ves 9 k1cting and beAting 
a\~&1l:y V~etnG1l.mese ti~H) tried itn des~H;1!!'"aticm to cHng to 't~em~ 

Some beld up t~eir chtldreR~ asking the Americans 
ta ~ake them Dyer the fence. 

ThE: e~nH!liHst'hH1 has "'Htec s!)'me5~i)u'~ peoj:i1e out 01 
Saigon aow~ aboat 900 of them Americans o almost 4 DODD Vietn~mese. 
Otber Vietnamese managed to get Dut aboard ~outh Y'etname$B 
Air Force planes. A large number of tba~ reportedly leuding 
today at a U.s. Air force Base in Tha11~nd. 

OO~anwhtl&D those areas cf,SaigD~s until t~daYD inhabited 
hy Americans were scenes of lDDtin~ by South Viet~amese .who 
st5Jjl!d b@hiUlld .. 

Nat a pretty end to O~~ Vietnmm years~ but a very 
clear 6:ado 
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It is early mor~ing in Saigon ~ow. Trul,. for better 
or ,for worst g a ~ew dawn tn Indochina. The Americ~~ airlfit. 
suspended oyer night there 9 resumed and now has finished. 
The last Americans \'1ho rnu1ted to ueave the city presumably 
IHlve been taken out 9 though a iHJrnber of Amari can 1'l8t"Smen have 
elected to stay betrhid to report the imm2diatea.ftermatno·f 
the American era in Indoc~ina. . 

But thatera~ surely an4ftnal1y» ~~w has ended~ 

-.~ .;. 
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Washington, D.C . 

DOUGLAS EDWARDS: Tbe American evac~ation of South 
Vietnam is over. 

What now? What has t~e Vietnam expe~1ence do~e tc 
us as people? What has it done to us as a nation? 

George Herman has a cornm.ntary. 

GEORGE HEfU~J\N: It5 s about-ot's!'" ir. Scuth 'lfietE1am~ 
a~d the question we must turn our mi~ds to ~ow is what all 
this has do~e to US 9 tathe mighty United States of America. 

The frustratto~s of Korea drove us 1~ta the arms 
of Senatar Joseph McCarthy. A~d here we hive more than fru.tration. 
lfl2 have defeat. 

. Our Arm1es 0 desptte their eourage and val1~nt efforts~ 
were not able to defeat the e~.my within the limits we $st 
ci5lf'selves in thh war. Event~al1y,apoputar m(H5em~!'!t (H"ose 
in this co~ntry which forced our leaders to alter their pol1cy~ 
to cut o~r losses, and to get US out of Vietnam. 

Henry .f(-issilnger had advocated getti~g Ol~t at such 
a way that there wOl'll d be a deceFit int~H''lIa 1 -- a fetrl years ~ 
perhaps - .. after we l~ft a~d befot"e. the fGn of Saigon. 

And we have fought the wrong war against the wrong 
people tn the wro~g fashton. 

The f~tiltty and pain and the horrar of all those 
de~tb$ is ~latner than ever DOW that itas all aver. BMt st111 
there ts no detectable wave of emotion or ideology sweeping 
th~ coy~tr,~ no recriminatIon about the past. as Pre~tdent 
Ford 5'ias SOlid. 

There is no new McCarthy. either Joseph le~ding his 
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1deologica1 troops against the Communist menace, nor Eugene 
leading his youth crus&de against error in the White House. 

If the co~ntry feels anythi~g at alIa it seems to 
be a curiDus amalgam of relief, sympathy~ a littla ~hame~ and 
a siving admixture of new humIlity. . 

Therels a realization that the powerful America~ 
lriai~ machine is .00 longer the almighty engine of illternat,.iom:d 
po i it i cs • like tne Sri ti sh EHld French ilefore us ~ \1fef have found 
the limits of our strengths and our determi~ation. 

We'll need time to lick oat wounds ~whtl~ and to 
digest the lessofls of Vtet~am. 

Presidel1'tford says it~s the end of -acnapter •. _Clearly" 
ttts also the end of a state of mi~d for America. We've changed 
our way of thint1~g in the course of this~nhappy Vietnam adve~ture9 
aiidlls shall B1!ot be the same aga"de!for a long~ long t"ima. 

George Herman c CBS Ne.s~ ~as~ington. 
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\o;sshing"i"on, D,C. 

JIIJI KILPATRICK: Once egein. hashin9ton says all i\mericans 
have been evacuated from Saigon. 

late this afternoon President Ford announced the 
evacuation had been completed. Then word came there were sti I! 
a group of 100 Marines guarding the U.S. Embasy In Saigon and 
their departure had been delayed oy small arms fire. NO~I 8i I j 

Beecher p a Pentagon sDokesman. says as of an hour and 12 minutes 
apo the last Marines have Deen airlifted out. 

Bill BEECHER: . As of the tfma Ambessador Martin was 
air! if ted. that was roughtly 5:30 in tho evening western time 
at that point in time our information was that there were 
approximately 100 Marine guards around the embassy protecting 
the evacuition fl ights. 

As of 7:52 All ~'iaSfdn9ton time -rile las1- group of Marine 
security personnel were lifted off the roof of the emoQssy in 
Saigon D according to word we received here and were headed safely 
to sea. 

KILPATRICK: A Pentagon spokesman. 

New informatio~ directly from Sai90n~ that story in 6 
moment. 

* * 
KllPATRICKg Within the past 30 minutes CBS News has 

re-estao! ishea contact with our news bureau in Sairon. TIle first 
contact in II hours. Newsman Eric Celavoria (?) reports by teiex 
the night was punctuated by the sounds of rifles. rockets and 
mortar fire. Ii" is no\'! mornin9 in Saigon. A curfe\'! is 5-1-j! I in 
effect. Celv8voria reports bands of people are in the streets 
hauling furniture and other apparently abandoned Items. 

Ce!evoria says there is a laroe crowd of people on 
the reoti'ops [~iOr.d uni,rre! i igibie] French Cult-ural bui !ding near 
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downtown Seigon waiting to be picked up Dy helicopters and 
taken to American carriers. Ce!avorla says these are mostly 
Vie t n am e sea n d h u ~ e Am e ric an h e I 1 cop t e r s. I and i n t e: ITt 1 t ted i y 
on th~ rooftop and pick up the people. He says there is 
apparently stll I fiphtlnp near the Saigon airport and other 
suburbs of Saigon. 

He says there are confl ict!nSl reports concerning any 
possiole ceaseflre. Celavorla reports many people trying 
to board ships in the hope of /eav1n9 the country. Dut they 
are oeing stopped, apparently under Saigon government orders. 

* * 
KILPATRICK: The firs"j- 350 of an expected 1.000 

Vietnamese refugees have arrived at Camp Pendelton. Cal ifornfa 
today. At President Fordis request. the House has suspended 
final Congre~sional action on 8 $327 mil lion Vietnam aid Dl I I. 
The action was taken until the administration could"sU0PBst 
revisions in view of the American evacuatl6n. 

\ 
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REPORT ON EVACUATION 
---~-.--.. -. -~.- ... -.. ---- .. ---~--.-.-.. - ...... 

NEWSCASTER: More than 80 hU99 ollv~-dr~D helicopters 
were used in today1s final AmerIcan evacuation In SBi90no 

International Television News correspondent Sandy Gaul 
de,cribes wnat was happeninp on the pround in do~ntown Saigon 
as the choppers whirled overhead. 

SANDY GAUL: As the Jolly Green Giants shuttled in and 
out of Saigon carryin~ the last of the Americans out of Vietnam. 
the crowd started to loot what was left of the PXs D the American 
refuge. They ran in and ,out I ike mad things carryinq oeer. 
mattresses, refrigerators, cooking gear and even e container 
of white plastic dyes which one lady had dropped on the pround. 

P611ce stood by and helped ~hemselves. too; swinging 
canned Americsn beer and firing the odd shot in the air to prevent 
the [word unintell ipible) from gsttln9 out of hand. 

NEi~SCASTER: Reporter Gaul says h,o hel icopfer loeds 
of U.S. Marines guarded the hel icopter land1np pad on the roof 
of the U.S. EmDassy as thousands of Vietnamese pleaded in vain 
outside the Embassy!s locked rates to be taken along also. 

after 
pi I at 
House 
taken 

The final U.S. evacuation of SaiQon took twelve hours 
delays the White House iays were caused by bad weather. 
fatigue. and landing problems at the emDassy. White 
News Secretary Ron Nesseh said many mere Vietnamese were 
out than had been Dianned. 
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REPORT ON EVACUATION 

ltn'L~l Rad i 0 

A! R ~·Ieth'or k 

Washlnpton, D.C. 

WES MOORE~ The thirty year Involvement of Americans in 
Southeast Asia and the South Vietnamese Civil War is ended. About 
an hour ago official word Came that all remainlnp Americans in 
Saigon, aoout 950 of them$ plus severa! thousana South Vietnamese 
who were closely Identified with the pro-American regimes had DBsn 
evacuated oy he! icopter. The operation. planned tor months. did 

The operation. planned for monthsj did not go smoothly 
Dut it did go. Two helicopters crashed. four U.S. Marines died. 

OFFICES IN~ WASf.-IINGTON. D. C .• LOS ANGEI-ES • NEW YORK. DETROIT. NEW ENGl.-AND. CHICAGO 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

RADIO TV REPORTS. INC. 

4435 WISCONSIN AVE. N.W .• WASHINGTON. C. C. 20016. 244-3540 

DEPARTMENT CF DEFENSE 
FOR 

PROGRAM N"nls STATION WMAL Redio 
J~ IR Network 

DATE ,a.pri! 29~ 1975 5:00 PH -CITY Wasllington~ D.C. 

REPORT ON EVACUATiON 

NO;SCASTER: 8itter South Vietnamese troops occasionally 
fired on AmerIcans and other evacuees trylnp to get out of SaIgon 
toda~. u.s. fighter planes reportedly had to attack some South 
Vietnamese aircraft which were scrsppin9 barges carrying refuqees 
toward the South China Sea. 

With the departure of the Americans. there's also a 
rash of thievery in Sa/pcn. 
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JIM KILPATRICK: As the last Americans left Vietnam 
Tuesday; Defense Secretary Schlesinr-er sent a mess8pe of 
appreciation to the memDers of the United States Armed forces 
say j ng our I nvo i vement t1ClS not purpose f ess. However p Sci) I es i nger 
said p It wi II be stated that the Vlar forsel f was ruti le p in 
so~e sense~ such may De said of any national effort that 
ultimately fails. 

The administration's asked Con9ress for emerqsncy 
legislation to provide housin~ and other aid to destitute 
Americans and their dependents being evacuated from Vietnam. 
The appeal was made in letters from Health, Education and ~"e!fare 
Secretary Caspar Weinberper to House Speaker Carl Albert and 
Vice President Rockefsl fer. as President of the Senate. 
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REPORT ON EVACUATION 

STUART NOVINS: 
Iboting and now 

Inside Saigon tonight~ uncertalntYg 
a report of incoming rockets. 

some 

'~m Stuart Novins reDortln~ on the CBS Radio Network. 

From our CBS Ne0s Bureau in Saigon this late information. 
At least two rockets have hit In5icB fhe city, precisely where. 
they landed and what damage they may have done Is not yet known. 

The last Americans have withdrawn from the cIty except 
for a fe\'1 newsmen who elected to stay and a smaller numoer who 
intended to leavebut who were crowded out by Vietnamese. 

In the aDandoned U.S. Embassy compound South VietnaM$se 
looters picked over the personal property that was left oehind 
by the evacuating Americans. Cars ebendoned$have been rei led 
away oy South Vietnamese. The supply of pasoline in the city 
is quickly disappearing. 

The Unfted States flag that had flown 6ver the embassy 
Is no longer there. 

Our newsmen st iii in Sa i gon say the rockets thai- CClrlle 

in tonrpht may oe an effort to spread panic In i'he city rather 
than the beginning of an attack. 
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REPORTS ON EVACUAT~ON 

RICHARD C. HOTTELET~ The evacuation of South Vietnam 
Is coming to an qnd. The fast Americans except for a handful of 
reporters and missionaries who have chosen to remain behind. should 
be out within an hour. 

I'm Richard C. Hottefet reportinp on the CBS R8dlo 
Network. 

President Ford set the wheels of the long expected 
emergency evacuation in motion fate last nirht when the situai'ion 
in Saigon became critical. And nine hours 8AO, at 3~OO AM 
Eastern Daylight Time, the ffrst of 80 odd hel icopters cegan 
! iftlng out the last remaining Americans from the Defense Attache 
Compound at Tansonnhut Airport and from the American embassy. 

The Defense Department said three hours ago that more 
than 4500 Americans and Vietnamese had been evacuated so far. 

U.S. AmoassadorGrahem Martin, whose word launched the 
operation p es'rimated thai" it would De completed at this houl-. 
A White House announcement Is expected shortly and Secretary 
of S-ta-re Henry Kissinger is e,~pected to brief reporters. He 
,·Ii II De t)roadcast I ive over many of these C8S Radio Network stations. 

There is no 10119>3. direct contact with Sai90n. The 
tate of the city and the future of South Vietnam Is now clearly 
in th~ hands of the communists. 

* 
HOTTElET: It has been a day of grief and drama in Saigon 

as Vietnamese civilians pleaded and fought and pushed to get on 
board the last helicopters liftln2 Americans and Vietnamese from 
the only remaining safe pad inside the Capital, the roof of the 
American Eml)assy~ a tHd Idii1Q which had been designed; incidentally, 
to serve precisely that purpose. 

As a ~flitary exercIse. the evacuation lift was smooth 
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and effective. Nor did it encounter any real Vietnamese opposition. 
At a Pen~agon Driefing this morning. Joe Laitin did note two 
incidents. 

JOE LAITIN: One of the hel {copters. outward Dound was 
apparently hft Dy groundflre. but the pilot reported he was okay 
and continued on his way. 

An A-7 pilot from the tarrier Enterorlse had some prob­
lem and he ejected near his ship. He was picked ~p at 8:45 from 
the ocean. He~s okay. 

HOTTELET: Laftln reported that something like ten 
Vietnamese Air Force he! Icopters also flew out to the vIcinity 
of the U.S.S. Blue Ridge, the amphibious command ship off the 
coast. and drtch~d with their passengers who were then re§cued. 

There 1 s another report of the U.S. Consul in Con 
Tho in the Mekong De~ta heading down the Dasok River to the sea 
with some 200 Americans, other foreipners and Vietnamese. He 
reported oein~ attacked oy unfriendly hel icopters. and fighters 
from a U.S. carrier were sent in to provide cover. 

Vietnamese tugs and Darges are reported to be moving 
down the Saigon River with thousands of people who hope to get 
aDoard American ships. 

Scores of Vietnamese Air Force planes with thousands of 
occupants were flown to safety on their own. crossinp Cambodia 
and the Gulf of Slam to land at Utaphao. the big remaining U.S. 
Air Force base in Southern Thailand. Thai authorities. more 
cautious than ever In the face of communist victory say the 
refugees may remain for one month before seeking homes elsewhere. 
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REID COLLINS: Americans were still leaving the roof of 
the U.S. EmDassy In Saigon. but word from the Viet Coong is fight 
on. 

I~m Reid Coil ins reporting on the CBS Radio Network. 

As of two hours ago p the White House says there ware 
six hundred Americans and South Vietnamese stl I I waltlng to be 
lifted out of Saiaon and onto the Flotilla offshore. Earl!er 
estimates had sai~ evacuation would have been ended by that 
time. The Pentago~ says the Jast of the U.S. Marines at Tannsohut 
airfield are now out. Is that enouph to end it? Jack Curtis 
has the latest from Viet Cong headquarters in Paris. 

(The report was not broadcast.) 

* * 
COLLINS: The White House expects to have a stateMent 

from the President, presumably when the evacuation is compiete. 
Secretary of State Kissinger also Is to hold a briefing to 
follow the White House statement. 

* 
COLLINS: The American departure from Saigon continued 

drawing fire from Democrats and some Republ ieans on Capitol Hi! I 
today. They singled out the U.S. AmDassador Graham Martin for 
blame ;n not ordering an earl ier e)dt. III inois Reputd ican 
Charles Percy Joined the criticism. 

SENATOR CHARLES PERCY: share the feel inps of other 
memDers of the Foreign Relations Commltteethet he's been rigid; 
that he has been 9 In a sense. too close to Thieu; that he was 
serving the Interests of the South Vietnamese government too 
much and leaning in that direction and han~inp on beyond the 
point of deminishlng return. 
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COll iNS: Senate Republ ican Leader Hupi1 Scott sajc/; 
)11 2m sorry to see anYDody inject pol iJ'-jcs into a tragic sj-j"uation 
of this kind." Arizona's RepuDI lean Senator Barry Goldwater was 
s pea kin 9 tot h e U. S. C he; rn b e r o-f Com mer C e me e tin gin k; ash i n g ton. 

SENATOR BARRY GOLDWATER~ We al: have a sense of rei let 
that the thing's over. But I think we also have cause for a 
sense of shame because we could have won that war but we were 
prevented from doing so. 

COLLINS: A pending bi I I tor authorizinp humanitarian 
aid for South Vietnam and to okay the use of American troops 
if need De to evacuate Americans frdm Vietnam was removed 
from the House calendar today for the time Deing at least. The 
word came to delete the measure from the calendar as Speaker 
Albert was attendln9 the White HOU~B briefln9 on the situation 
in Saigon. 
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DOUG~AS EDWARDS: American involvement In Vietnam p 

consJdered oy many BS a 20 year string of failures. appears 
to oe ending with a successful evacuation. 

lim Dou~fas EdwardS feportin9 on the CBS Radio 
Net war It. 

j'1or'e than 80 U.S. mi I itary hel icopters began carrying 
the last Americans out of Saioon from the airport and from the 
U.S. emoassy acout ten hours ~90. A few hav~ chosen to remain; 
missionaries and some newsmen. Word is now awaited from the 
khlte House if the evacuation has been ~ompleted. 

A statement 'from the Pres; dent wi' I De read oy ne\,/s 
secretary Ron Nessen and then Secretary of State Kissinger 
l'iill hold a Driefin9. Goth of those events wili be broadcast 
live over many of these CBS Radio Network stations. 

President Ford met with his Cabinet this morning 
and then briefed. con9ressional leaders. The President reported 
that on his orders nearly every American had been evacuated 
from Vietnam without incident. 

The Pentagon says a!' U.S. Marines have been evacuated 
from Tannsonhut Airport and are safely aboard American vessels 
at sea. Overall. Iroo Americans ando1-he!-s Vlere evacuated. 

Some Democrats on Capitol Hi t I are not happy with 
the evacuation, claiming that the final order to clear out 
came too late. Senate Majority Leader M!ke Mansfield says the 
whole evacuation took ~oo lon9 and Mansfield claims the respen­
sibi I ity lies with the AmDassador to Sai.90n~ Graham !'~lartin. 

Democratic Senator Dick Clark of Iowa aprees. 

SENATOR CL!~RI<: .Frankiys I~ve \)ee~ very critical of 
the admInistration for not havinc cotten out more Americans earlier. 
We~ve known for 30 days new that't~ey were 901n~ to have to come 
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out and yet over the weekend. for examp!e r very late In the 
gams p they took out only 76 -- a net gein of 76 on SBturday~ 
65 on Sunday, and that left about a thousand Americans there 
when Tannsonhut was really closed down. 

EDWARDS: Clark says many American lives were 
needlessly in danger. 

Senator Barry Goldwater. speaking to the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce in Washington. says he feels a sense of 
relief but he adds Americans should pause for a sense of shame 
because the war CQuld have Deen won. 
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REPORT ON EVACUATION 

BRIAN McfADIN: In Washln9ton Henry Kissinger had halo 
a news conference to discuss the evacuatfon from South Vietnam. 

Kissinger was asked whether he feels therel!1 De a 
Dlocidy oattle in Sai90n no~~. 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: It Is clear that~s what's being 
aimed at is a sUDstantial pol itical -rakeover. i-.low whether 11'­
is possible to avoid a bettie for Salpon p It is too early to 
j 1I d ~H;" 

McFADIN: Kfsslnrer says the U.S. had Deen in contact 
with the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese. He says as late as 
Sunday night the administration felt there was ~ chance for 
a negotiated settlement In Vietnam. Kissinger says the impatience 
of the communists to seize power forced the emerpency ~vacuetlon 
from Sa1gon. 

President Ford says the end of the evacuation closes 
a chapter in American expel~ience. rie says Americans mllst nOt1 

close ranks. avoid recriminations. work to~eth9r and look ahead 
to neh' Qoalso 

This is UPI v.Jor!d News. 

For most of the early part of the day the word from 
the White House was that the Saig6n evacuation was going smoothly. 
but later In the day it became apparent that there were problems. 
Bad weather and darkness comDlned to slow the pullout down. The 
three hour operation turned into a 15 hour operation. There 
~{ere also losses in today l s evacuation •. UPPs Gene Gibbons repor-rs. 

GENE GIBBONS: The Pentaaon says that one of the 
he! icopi"ers. inVOlved indirectly in--the e~acua'rion t<ferd down in 
the South China Sea. T~"./o of ·It·s fOUi- CI-eWfr1en .:;:-""a missing. 1"h'81-e 
were no passengers aboard at the time of the cr~sh. ~hlch apparentlv 
occurred as the chopper was orbltlnp the evacuation f'eet~ The 
chopper was 1dentlfled as a Marine CH-46. 
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A Navy jet was also lost at ssa durinp the rescue 
operation. but its pilot wc5 recovered safely. The pilot 
was forced to Dail out of the plans, an A-7 Skyhawk. when 
trouble developed shortly after takeoff from the carrier 
Enterprise. 

HcF/-\D IN: 
missing hel iccpter 

The lata word from the Pentagon, those two 
crewmen now presumed dead. 

The Marine Corps announced today the names of the two 
Marines ki lied in yesterday~5 rocks";- attack on Sai90n ail-port. 
They are Corporal Charles McMann of wi !burn, ~assachusett5 and 
lance Corporal Darwin Judge of Marshaltown. Ohio -~ pardon msp 
iowa. In fl:,arshalto\'/o today Mrs. Judge expressed her feel1nqs 
to newsmen. 

;.m S. J U D G E : I "I" : ski n d 0 f h a; d -r a say but ! dOD eli eve 
that they should have moved a little faster ana potten our bOYs 
out Defore this ail did happen. I feel like the 90vernment 
here should have protected our bOys whi Ie they were over there. 

REPORTER: Dc you think there was a rack of protection 
then? 

MRS. JUDGE: To a certain extent$ yes. Because if 
they're going to send our DOys over there, I thin/( that "they 
should have had a Dackirig or get them out sooner. 

McFADiN: Mrs. Henry Judge whose son. a Marine, was 
one of the last Americans killed in Vie-rnam. 

At one point in this evenlng1s news conference. Henry 
Kisslncer was asked ff he felt the evacuation should have been 
carried out sooner. 

HENRY KiSSINGER: We got out by -- with all of the 
personnel that was there without -- without panic and without 
the substantial casualties that could have occurred if civil 
over had totally Droken down. 

We also managed to save 56000 people whose lives 
Vias in the mosT severe jeopardy. 

McFADIN: Kissinger explained that the administration 
was trying to decide on a dally basis how to get evacu~es out 
of Saigon withou~ causIng panic. 
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DOUGLAS ED\;rARDS: ~"ie!re still waiting for the i'ihite 
House announcement that the evacuation of Americans from Saigon 
has·completed. 

I~m Douglas Edwards reporting on the CBS Radio 
Network. 

The ~nnouncement Is expected from White House spokesman 
Ron Nessen. It is to De followed by a briefing by Secretary of 
State I< j S5 i noel". CBS Ne\'J$ wi I i Dr i nQ live cover ace d j rec-r from 
the Executiv~ Office Bui Jdin~ over m~ny of these ~tat1on5. 

U.S. involvement in Viei"nam is ending and the long 
planned \dthdrawaJ after the Presidentls order ·for helicopters 
and Mariries to bring out the remaining Americans from besieged 
SaiQon. 

Watching those developments from the White House Is 
Bernard [(all), 

BERNARD KAL8: If the schedule was met, the U.S. 
evacuation from Vietnam hBS Deen completed. Presidential 
spokesman Ron Nessen te I I i np reporters that 19 he I i copter s 
comprised the final aii-!ift. They took off from U.S. naval 
ve sse I sat c b 0 U t 2: 00 PI,; E 0 s t e r OJ Day fig h t T j me 0 nth 9 

approximately 100 mi Ie fl ight to Saigon. Il!ine of those 
choppers were put down one at a i·ime on the hel ?copter pad on 
i-he emDassy roof. The other ten choppers one at a ·time on 
a parking lot at the embassy. 

Their JOD to pick up some 600 persons. about 135 of 
them AmerIcans with Amo8ssador G~aham Martin to depart on .the 
'final U.S. hel icopter out of South Vie·roam scheduled for 30 
minutes aqo. That was the clan. So far no officla! confirma­
tion thai·'the operation has' been compie"i"ed. 

Bernard KaJb. CGS News. the White House. 
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EDWARDS: The Pentapon reported that one of the 
he I i copters used in the evacuat i on crashed at sea and two 
~arine crew memoers are mfsslnp. The copter carried tour 
crew memDers out no evacuees. 

The Communists who have demanded that every American 
De removed from South -Vietnam heve not inferferred with the 
operation. 

DOUGLAS EDWARDSg Defense Secretary James Schlesinger 
has Dacome the first in~umDent official of ~ny administration 
to labe' the Vietnamese war a failure. In a messape to the 
Armed Forces. Schlesinger said the attempt had not been without 
purpose. 

At the request of the White House a bil I providing 
327 million dollars in evacuation and humanitarian aid for 
South Vietnam has Deen removed fro~ the claendar of the House 
of Representatives. The House had been scheduled "to vote on it 
sometime today. 
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JIM LANSBERRY: The United States pur led out of South 
Vietnam today. U.S. AmDassador Graham Mart!n has radioed from 
Saigon that the U.S. evacuatIon should De over at this hour. 

Po lit i ca' sources say there is now a~reement in 
principal for a ceasetire. UPiis Arthur Hlqby has a different 
report in Paris. 

'* * 
LANSBERRY: Hundreds more Vietnamese left Sal9,on this 

morning along with most Americans. Many flew to Thailand on 
South Vietnarnis -- South Vietnamese mi! itary planes. Sevel~al 

South Vietnamese mi i i"l"ary hel icopters with mil itary personnel 
and their famijies aboard ffe\1 out to U.S. Navy carriers off 
the coast. Some of these choppers ditched in the water. every­
Dody reportedly picked up okay. 

The American evacuation this morning came on orders 
from South Vietnamese President "Bi9" Hinh. UPPs Alan Dawson 
and other UPI newsmen have been covering the story and this is an 
eyewitness report e short while ago from correspondent Dawson. 

ALAN DAWSON: ••• In Sai90non -- on this n19ht of the 
American evacuaTIon. Oft in the distance. as niph-r fell. the 
Viet Con9 hit what appeared to De a very fargB a~mo dump. sendinr 
very lo'-ge -fire balls up into the sky and It's s'l-ill Durning as 
we look out the window. Looks about 20 miles to the southeast 
of us. The hel icoP"rers are f!yinp through heavy clouds and 
I ightening and its a very eerIe effectg especially combined 
with a lot of punfire on the s~reets as the troops attempt to 
get people off the streets and back in their homes. 

LANSBERRY: Correspondent Dawson is one of four UPI 
newsmen still in the bureau in Saigon. Five others made it· 
to evacuation buses or the U.S. emDBssy. 
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DOUGLAS EDWARDS: Admiral Noel Guyler~ Commander 
of U.S. forc~s tn the Pacific. discussed the evacuation this 
morning with newmen in Honolulu. 

ADMIRAL NOEL SUYlER: As Churchill once said in connection 
with Dunkirks ~wars are not won by evacuation. u Nonetheless. 
I think this one is one in which I think we can tak~ some pride. 
We not only looked after our awn~ b~t we also looked out after 
unfortunates whose fate~ would have otherwise would have been 
pretty tough. 

EDWARDS: Admiral Guyler said he was especially proud 
of the fact that in the entire Dperation~ it was fD~nd necessary 
to open fire only once. That w&s when two support planes came 
under anti-aircrafi attack, and then they defended themselves 
by firin9 back. 
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BOB SCHIEFFER: First line Report, News and Commentary • 
. I ',m Bob Sen i eff er 9 CBS Net'Js corl'es pendent ~ report i l'l ~r Oft'! the 
CBS Radio Network. 

The last day in Vietnam. ~!egn have some thoughts 
on that after this message. 

-SCHIEFFER: Word that the e~d was coming tame as 
$0 ma~y developments in this war-Df-another~t1me-ZDne came. 
In the dead of niqht whne many Americans slept. And. as as 
happens so Dfte~ in this long war, the last stages Df it were 
ma~ked by the confusion and controversey that has marked so 
mucRof -it. 

The President had been told late Monday afternoon 
'. that hlO Amev-i can r,"larines had been ki 11 ed inSaigo!1 and that 
. the Saigon airport was under t~creasingly heavy attack. But 
t~ was not until 11:00 that ~tght that the situation had worsened 
to the point that the order was finally given to evacuate the 
last Americans. And even as the field reports made it cl~ar 
that the evacuation was underwaYG the official spotesme~1n 
Washington found themselves~ for one last time 3 unable to tell 
a] 1 they really icnet>8 about the re:po.rts coming irn from the war 
zcme. 

It .as not until late yesterday afternDon. almost 
24 hours after the President had been told the situation was 
growing worse g that the White House officials were finally 
able to repDrt that the evacuation had completed. 

The e,ac~atiDns according to officials here 9 had 
bee~ delayed by bad we~ther. But they also acknowledged that~ 
somehow, in all the con?usion; incorrect orders had been circulated 
which hed left the rescue helicopters flying in circles at 
one po1nt3 rather than landing to bring out the evacuees. 
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But even as the official announcement was being mad~ by the 
White House yesterday~ another confusing development was unoldi~g. 

It was discovered~ after that official ani1ouncement~ 
that after the evacuation was completed that about thirty American 
Marines, one of them reportedly a gener~l ~ had beeri left behind 
and were. not only being fired Dn~ but were firing back. 

By 8:00 iast ~ight~ another Marine helicopter had 
been brought in and rescued the last of the America~s from 
the roof of the U.S. Embassy. Minutes later, once all the 
Americans were out. the South Vietnamese and looted the huge 
building. They carted off anything that wasn~t tied down and 
then set the b~ilding afire. 

It was· a possibility that sgch things might develop 
in all the confuston g that prompted the President to tell a 
group of Congressmen eariie~ in the day that the evacuation 
had gpne well so far~ but there were still some hairy ~ours 
ahead. 

The President~ according to his aides, f~lt the evacuation 
operation did go smoothly. all things considered. ~e told 
the Cabt~et the United States had come out of a ver~ delicate 

.situatioTn p better than we have any rigi'!t to expect. What he 
meant by that, his aide said~ was that thechoppe~s had gone 
in D in bad weather p and in darkness same of the t1~e~ facing 
the possibi 1 ity of coming under the fi,re of both North aild 
Soyth Vietnamese soldiers. . 

It was a dangerous and tr.1cky opef'atio~ at-best. 
And one of the reasons that Mr. Fordcs people reported later 
that the last few days at the White House were notd~ys for 
philosophizing. 

The attention here was on the evacuatio~and trying 
to get it completed as smoothly and as safely as ~os~ible, 
said o~e official. It was not rnMch time to think about what 
it an meant or where we would go from here. 

The evacuation had be~n ~c complicated andcarrjed 
out in such confusion that once it was done~ the sDr~end~r 
of Big ~·H nh came as somethhg of all anti -cl imax to offi chi 
Washington. Almost everyone had e~pectedthat. the only question 
that had rema1~ed was when it would come about. 

Tbe Viet Cona a~d the North Viet~amese had made it 
clear earlier in the w~e~~ that they had intended.to farce 
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events and had no intention of negotiating anything accept 
surrender terms. 

But even thouoh it was somewhat anti-climact c in 
official Washington, th~ surrender meant that thirty years 
of cOfltinoYs war hl Indochina was co.ming to an elf!d. Senate 
Minority Leader Hugh Scott. who had s~Dken wtthreporters at 
the White House earlier in the day after meeting with the President p 

probably expressed the feelings of many official Wash1~gton. 
"X doubt s he said 9 II that I'li{HiY people here ever thought it 
would end this way." 
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PROGRAM C8S News STATION WTOP Radio 
. CBS g~et9jwrk 

. DATE April 30 0 1975 8:00 AM CITY 

DOUGLAS EDWARDS: A~d now~ fro~ the Pentagon~ here 5 s 
a r~port from Ike Pappas. 

i feE PAPPAS ~ Whi 1 @ Ame1'"i ccH'l he 1 i copters 1 i fted tholUsa~Hjs 
to smfety frem S~igon~ a mint-Dunkirk was taking place aff 
the coast near Vung Tau, according to Pe~tago~ sources. 

Hundreds of So~th Vietriamese put to sea in small 
boats» the stHSi'CeS sa id~ h~pi rig to ·get p~ eked up by Ameli'] can 
naval craft cru1sfngthe area. The American shtps were too 
busy ~1t~ the airborne oper~tion tcdo much about it y~sterdIY~ 
but this morntng they did begin picking up the So~th Vfet~arnese. 

PAPfAS: An air search e.ontimH:s for tt'Jocrewmen 
ofa helicopter ~hat crash®d at s~a during tbe operation. 
Two cr@WMe~ were rescued but two disappeared a~d the Pentagon 
still lists tbem ~$ missing. 

~1eam~hi 1 e p the m,t'in j)srt of the task fOll"ce that part lei pa',ed 
iil the evacuat'lor! ccmthHlles tc ste.itm foil" American ports pprobab ly 
Suamand 5ubic BaYe Pbfl1tpines. The 1mst helicopter departed 
Satg@n at 7:52 last ntght~ ~early 20 ho~rs after th~ operation 

- b~giHa" . 

Pe~tag'01ii SOyre-elS ~ t~i s morning r~vealed thelC(.!~e 
name of the ope~"ation. It t5as called,> ·;FFequ~~t tH ~d .. 1; 

iks Pappas p CBS ~e~$~ Pentagoo. 
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Washington, D.C. 

.. STEVE PORTER: It may cost more .tha~ hal f .. a··bH HOI1 
to reloc~te the thousands of l~doch1na refugees begfnnt~g the 
long jour~ey from tbe O~te~t to new barnes t~ the U.S. The $500 
mi1HltHl figyre is only 11 rrougfr, estlm~te~ but it"!) e;~pected 
the President ~111 be asttng Congress for a speeff1c amount 
withi~ a wery short period of t'h'i'l~.,.. . 

A 1 readYa ~U!i'H:i!ireds of ref~.g~es have beg~m 8Trriwing 
IiAt military .irf·ieldsin California. Th~ fHJmber ofSoalthVieti1amese 
that managed to scramble out of thei~ country before the ~Dmmu~ists 
took @v~r is far' larger than originally estirnate~. 

JOSIl:P~, Laitin!; Assi5ta~t;S.scretaV'y ~f Def~lr!se~ sa~"s 
the ~umber could be fourti~es tha~~nnDuficed yesterday •. ' 

:: . .;. 

ASSISTA~T SECRETARY JOSEPH LAITIN: Ie now estimate 
that the tot.al ~Hj'ac~ees f).~ boaF'1'iI t~aV'y and ~2SC ships ~ ii'H:huHs:lg 
the 1 ~OOO-rpl~s t~lf.iteame abo&-e"'dby tiel ico~ter is no~ estima.ted 

·:at·25 thOfJSiUHJ people.. Of theses 1lJO.00 a~~e Arn€lric~&ls .. 

PORTER: laytt':Hl!lS eS'~im~te is limited to tho~se still 
aboard ships. The State DeDart.e~t Bstlmates there are 55 

. thCM$@/,'ld ether h~doe~hH~ ref~geesilli C<lilmps ha' the Pacific lJ'f' 
'In tB\& U.S~ 

OFFICES IN: WASHINGTON. D. C . • LOS ANGEL...ES • NEW YORK • DETROIT. NEW ENGLAND • CHICAGO 
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VIET 4-29, 

StILl.ErIN .. 
3Rn NIGHT Ln A29~ 

, BY ALAN nAW~ON ' , , 
~AIGON (lIPI) -~ ~OllTH VIETNAM ~l'RREN nEREn WEONE ~nAY TO, THE ' 

COMMVNI~T~'ANn ENnEn tHE WAR. 
,lJPI 04-29 10:48 PEn ' 

, A323 
l' I 

VIEr 4-29 
, ~IRGENT 
l~T Aon3Rn NIGHT LO. VIET )AlGON"A222 ~x THE WAR. . 

.. , 

,PRE)lnENT nllONG VAN MINH ANNOVNCEO THE )l'RRENnER HOl'R) AFTER THE 
llNITIo' ~TATEf PlJLLEn ovrOF VIETNAM, WHERE IT ~PENT 14 YEAR~, $150' 
BILLION ANn MORE ,THAN SO. 000' Ll VE~ TRYING TO ~TOP A COMMl'NI ~T 
TAKEOVER. " ' , 
, MINH TOLn GOVERNMENT ~OLnIER~ TO dTOP FIGHTlNG. 
THE HA~TY HELICOPTER LIFT HAl'tEn ~OME 900 AMERlCAN~ FROM THE COVNTRY 

TO WAITING VE~)ELo INTH'E ~OVTH CHINA )EA. THE ~TAR~: ANn oTRIPE~ WERE 
PlJLJ.En nOWN AT THE lI.S. EMBA)~Y 'ANn OFFlClALLY ENnEn THE v.s. 

'PRtlENCE _. ONE OF THE MAJORCOMMVNI~'TnEMANn) BEFORE PEACE TALK, 
COVLn' )TART. " 

, MORE , 
tlPl 04-,9 10:51 PEn 

DECLASSIFIED 



II J." 

CRA~H 4-30 
l)T NIGHT,Ln A258 

BY KATE WEBB, ' 

DECLASSIFIED 

ABOARn THE V~~ SLVE RInGE (VPl) ··v.~. AMSA~~AnOR GRAHAM MARTIN 
ANn '~ENIOR MtMBER{ OF HI~ ~T'AFr Fl.EW Ol'T OF )AIGON ABOARn A MA·RINE 
HEtlCOPTER [ARLY WEnNE~nAY ANn LANnEn BEFORE nAWNO~THE , 
COMMlINICATl.ON) ~~IP V)) BUll RInGE IN A THVNnER )TORM. 

THE ENVOY FLEW IN ONE 'or THE WAVE~ or HELICOPTERs GlJARnEo BY ll.:). 
MAR1NE~ ANn AIR FORCE BOMBERI~ THAT EVAClJATEn tHOll~ANn~ OF AMERICAN~ 
ANn VIETNAMI·:)[ TO AN AMER1CAN NAVAL TA~K FORCE 30 MJLE~ orr THE ~OVTH 
VIETNAME:)E COA~T. . 

. EMBA~~Y ~OVRCI:) )Aln :;OME 20 AMERICAN~ ANn 200 VIETNAME:>[ EMaA~:)Y 
PER~ONNEL REMAINEn IN)'IJ"JE THE EM8A~)V GROl'Nn) IN ~AIGON WHEN THE 
AMBA:):)AnOR PVLLEn O.VT, BVT IT WA:) NOT IMMEnJ.'ATELY' KNOWN IF THEY 
MANAGEn TO GET aliT. LATER. ., 
, ~E\1ENTH Fl.EET COMMANnER VICE At)M. GIP, ~TEELt MET THE AMBAHA1)OR'~ 

HELICOPTER A) IT TOVCHEn noWN ON THE FJJGHT nECK AT 5:45 A.M • 
. MARTIN. LOOKING WEARY ANn nRAWN, WA:> NOT CARRV1NG THE lid. Fl..AG, 

ANn ,IT WA) NOT IMMEOIATELY C1.EAR WHETHER HE HAn IT WJTH HIM. . , 
. ONE MEMBER or THE EMBA ~ ~y ~TAFF ~AI n A GRENA Tl[ tJA ~ THROWN INTO A 
, CRown OF V!ETNAME)E CLAMORING Ol'T~InI THE HIGH [MBA ))Y' FRONT WAl.L 

'. LATE TlJE~nAY EVENING. " ~ 
. "1 Jl')T nllCKEn ANn KEPT OllT of It." HE ~Aln. '1.1);)N'TKNOW HOW ' 

MANY IF ANY WERE HVRT.' . 
.... HE ,Alo ~HREn'nING OF 'IMBA)~V nOCllMtNT~ tJA~ COMPLETEn TtJE~nAY 

NIGHT~ WHEN 'EVACVATION ,HELICOPT[R~ LANnEn, THEY RAJ ~En A -)NOtJ )TORM or )HREnnEn. PAPER:),' HE' )Aln. " . 
THE [VACl'ATION OF THOll~ANns or AMERICAN~ ANn VIETNAME~E, COMING 

, Jl'~T BEFORE THE :WRRENOIR or ~AIGON TO THE COMMl'NI )T~, tvA ~ A . 
HA2AROOL' ~ OPERATION. . 

. HELICOPTER ~ CRA~~ LANOEolN T~E' TO)~1 NG ~EA ~ ANn iXPLOntn. .' 
Ml.LITARY :)POKI~MEN ~Aln TWOll.~. MARINE~'WERE Ml~~ING IN ACCrn[NT~.· 

PICKlIP4TH PGH:ON THE, ANn ELIMINATE 19TH PGH: ~ERE WA~ 
tlPI 04-29 11: 57 ,PEn ',' 

-
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VIET ~-29 
VRGENT . . 
2Nn Ann 3Rn NIGHT LO VIET ~AlGON A222 X~ ~TART. 

LEFr'BEIUNn, WIRE A HANnFVLOF AMERICAN~, INCl.vnING N,EW~MEN,. WHO 
EU':CTEn TO ~TAV., . 

MINH') ANNOVNCEMENT ENnEn 35 YEAR~ or FIGHTING IN ~Ol'TH VIETNAM 
THAT BEGAN WHEN THE JAPANE~E lNVAntn INnOCHINA ·1.N ,1940. AFTER WORIJ'l 
WAR 11,TH!: FIGHTING CONTINVEn WITH COMMl'NI ~T~ BATTLING THE FRENCH 
ANn LATER THE AMERICAN-BACKEn GOVE,RNMENT OF )OVTH VIETNAM. 
, PRE~lnENT FORn ~Axn MARINE HEJ .. ICOPT£R~ E~CORTEO BY }"4 PHANTOM JET;, 

EVACVATEn Al.I. AMERICAN) WHO WANTEn TO l.EAVE .. - ABOLJ! 900 or THEM -­
ANn THAT THE PVLOVT WA) ~VCCE~~FVL, -CLO~ING A CHAPTERw ON V.~. 
INVOl. VIMENT IN INnOCHINA.' , 

)AIGON' ~ )PPlRENnER CAME 12 nAY) AFTER CAMBonIAFEr.l. TO THE 
PRO-COMMVN'X:;T KHMER ROVe!: REBEL:). ' 

MORE 
. lIPl 04-29 10:55 PEn 

A325 
, l" 1 
. VIET 4-29' 

L'KE~ , 
3RO Ann 3RO N1GHT LO VIET ~AIGONA222 " REBtLd. 

THE BEGINNING OF 'THE ENO FOR ~OVTH VIETNAM VI,A:; THE GOVERNMENT':) 
nECl~ION IN ~un-MARcH TO ABANnON PROVINCE), IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANn). 
VIET CONG ANn NORTH VIETNAME,!: FORCE~ ·)WEPT IN ANn GAINEn MOMENTL'M 
THAT Ql1ICKLY CARRIEn THEM ACRO)~ THE NORTHERN TWO-T~IlRIj~ OF THE 
COLINTRY. . , 

AT THE TIME OFTH£ ,lIRRENOER, COMMVNI~T FORCE) H£J.nTHREE-FOlJRTHs 
OF ~OVTH VIETNAM ANn,23 OF THE COL'NTRY') 44 PROVINCE:;, ANn HAn )AIGON , 
JT~El~r ALI. BLIT ~lIRROL'N~En WITH AN E)TIMATEn 150,000 TROOP:) WITH 
TANK)" ARTI'LJ .. ERY ANn ROCKET). . .,;; '. ' 

THE HEAtJIE)! COMMLlNl)T ATTACK or THE WAR ON:)AIGON':) TAN :)ON NHVT 
AIR SA:i!: EARf.Y TVE:;nAY KILI.En TWO 11.~. MARINE:i ANn PROMPTEn PRE:;loENT 
FORnTO nICloE ON -OPTION 4- - .. A tJ.lIICK ANn MA~)IVE KELlCOPTER 
[VACVATION or AU. REMAINING OFFICIAL AMERICAN:) FROM VIETNAM. ' 

M~NH, WHO HAn A)KEn THE A'MERilCAN) TO LEAVE; AnORE))!n HI) COVNTRY 
FOR 60 ~ECONn~ WEnNE~nAYJ HE TOLO HI~ TROOP~ TO LAY nOWN THEI~ ARM) 
ANn A)KEn THE VIET CONG TO. BEGIN ol)Cll :»)ION:i FOR WHAT HE CAU.En 
-TVRNOVER CEREMONI!:). - . 

MORE 
lipI 04-29 11':03 PEn 

A325 
R A 

A1WI:>ORV 4-29 
tOlTOR): ' " ' 
THE A-w lRE R'£FtRENCE NL'MBER:) IN A323, A324 ANI) A32' )HOL'L 0 BE A322 

IN:iTEAn OF A222. 
L'FI 04 -29 11':04 PEn .. 
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CRA~K 4-29-
\lITH VIET 

. BY KAT! WEBB 
ABOARn THE ll:i::i BLPE RInGE .. :)OlITH CHINA }EA (lIPI) -- HEI.ICOPTER~ 

: CRA:iH I.ANnEn ANn tXPLODEn ovER THE :;OL1TH CHINA ~rA. TO HERA1.n THE 
~TART or TPEnAY':) PANICKY tVACPATION FROM ~AIGON. 

THEY CARRIEn Ar1ERICAN~ .. PLlI:; :iOMt V1ETNAMESE MH.ITARY :iEEKING 
, :>AFETY A130ARTl tl. ~ .:iHIP:i orr THE COA;;T OF VIETNAM. 
I A TOTAL aE 40 7TH FLEET :)HIP~ GATHERED 30 MIJX:i OFr VPNG TAP FOR 
. THE TA:iI<.. .. .. . 
: ON THE B1.11E RInGE .. COORDINATOR FeR TH£ rVACl'ATION TA:iK FORCt~ 15 
!. Htl.ICOPTI1H tAtmEn ON THE :iHlP':i ONE LANnING PAn WITHIN TWO HOt'R:i" 
. :)PILLING THElR CARGot:; OF AMERICAN:) ANn VltTNAM[~t. :iOMt or THEM 

.. GENERAL:>. . . 
· ONE OF THE PA:BtNGtR:i WA:i VltTNAMt:iE AIR VIct MARsHAL NGPYEN CAO 
. KY. ANOTHER WA::i nu: WIFE OF ll.~e AMBA~:>AnOR,GRAHAM MARTIN. THEY WERE ' 
~IPORTEn ~AFI,PZBOARD THE 1I:i~ DENVER BY MlnnAY. . 

'. FIGHTING FOR tANnING :;PACE .. TWO HEJ.l COPTER ~ COLLI nEn ON THE nECK 
.' ANn ~ENr :;T££1. Ht'NK:i OF ROTOR SLAnE Fl.Yl.NG OVER THE ~HIP. 
· ANOTHE~ ~MA~HEn INTO THE :iHIP' ~ :;If'lt .. HlIRLINr, nEBRl:; ovrR THE 
:. nICK. THE PILOT:) Jl'MFEn .. :iW/lM ANn Ht'Ru:n T~EM:iEl.VE:) CLEAR OF 
: Tf(RA~HlNG BtA1)r~ ANn EXPLonING ENGIN[~. . 
. COLONIl.~ ANn GtNERAI.::> WERt :WBMIT1En TO THE :iAM£ Bony :iEARCH A:i-
, PRIVATt~$ Ot~I THREE- sTAR GENtRAl. CARRu:n A St'I1'CA~E LOA T)En Wl'TH GOLO. 

OTHER:) HAn BROi/CHi onnMENT:i ;)l!CH A:; C-RATJON~~ Rl.CE. BAMBOO fAN:i ANn ~ 
CA'RTON~ or ClGARE!T!::i. MANY OF THE VIETNAME:iE' ~OLnlER~ CARRIED 
NOTHING -- NOT EVEN THEIR WEAPON~. 

J. ON THt aU'I RInGE INTERCOM CAME REPORT:i OF HEAVY :iHEtLING ANn 
MORTARING ON Vl1NG TAt' BEACH .. REPORTEO PACKED tJl.TH REFlIGEE-.) .. ONE TA:iK 
FORCE ~HXP REPORTEn 1.000 Fl:iJ.tlNG BOAT:i HEAniNG aliT TO :itA. 

! A ~ECONn ~HIP ~Aln IT HAn TAKEN ON 400 PER~ON~ ANn WA~ BEING 
TAlLEn BY lQ BOAT~ WITH 20 MORE TRYING TO REACH IT. 
. YET ANOTRER :iHIP CAl.LEn FOR rOOD ANO 200 GAt.LON:; or WATER. 

, ATONE PC INT.. ~HIP t:> CAPT. tv ILtlAr1 n. 'HART ANNOtINcEn :>EVERAL AIR 
:. AMERICA HEl.ICOPTER:> MAn aEEN HIJACKEn AT TAN :iON NHL'T ArRPCRT~ HE 
:. :iArn THAT ElPtAINED WHY :itvtRAl. fLYING AROl'Nn THE ~Hl.P HAn NOT BEEN 
: ·GIVIN LANn!NG PERMI~:iION. , . 

THE OfFICIAl. Ll.:i. tVACl'ATION .. conENAMtn "FREOl'ENT ·WINn." :iTARTEn 
AT 2130 P.M. LOCAl.. TIME. SCORt~ or MAR1NE HELICOPTER LIFTED orr IN 

ilJAVl'i::i FROM THE CARRIER:; OKINAiJA .. HANCOCK ANn MtrllJAY. 

.; 

I ., 

i THE HELICOPTERS nRONEn orr LINDER f4 PHANTOM JET E:>CORT 25 MItEs 
[, OVER THE :iOl'TH CHINA :5!A INTO ~AIGON. ' : 
" BY EVENING .. THE NAVY ANNOllNc[n THAT 4 .. 582 PER:iON:i HAn BEEN Ll:FTEn i 
.. OL'T I f'· . - . . 
!,' THE tATE: EVENING :5KY WA:i FlU.En WITH HEl.ICOPTER:; CIRCLING THE 

CARRl~:> LOOKING, FOR :iPACE TO LANn. :iOME·' TR1ETl TO TOL'GH nOWN ON 
f nt:;TROYER:; ANn HAT) TO BE WAVEn OFF. '. 
.. A~ THE PA:; :iENGER";) WERE FRI =>K£O. nl :iARMETl ANn :iHOWN attor,; nECK:i A . 
,:' WATCHING MARINE COMl'tENTIn ... -TH1:; I=> A LE:i:)ON IN Hl'MJLITY .. " . 

- A-t, NIGHT FELt. .. A REn CRO:):> FLAG WA:> HOlSTEn ANn LIGHTs :iTRVNG 
ABOARn THE BLvt RInGE.. . 

,. 'TH,ERE trIA:> NO IMNEf)lATE WORn HERE WliETHER l'e:;. AMBA:i:)ADOR MARTIN 
HAn BEEN EVACt1ATEn .. OR WHETHER HI WA:) REMAINING· IN :jAIGON TO BE THE 

I LA;)T OliT TO CARRY THE tI.:>. FLAG A:i AMBA:i:iAOOR JOHN DEAN nIn BEFORE 
, RIM IN PHNOMPENtl. . 

., (IN WA:>HINGTON -sECRETARY or :iTATE HENRY KI :i:iJNGER :iAln THAT 
AMBA:)~AnOR r-iARTIN HAn BEEN :iAfE!.Y EVACPATtn.) . . 

KY .. WHO TRA}~:>rERREn TO THE BUlt lunGE; :iTOOn :>11FFLY ON THE nECK 
:iTARING :>TRAIGHT Ay.tAn. HE WA:) :iPARrn THE :)tARCH THAT :lOME or THE . 
COllNTRY' ~ TOP GtNERAJ.:>.II INC1..vnlNG CORP:> CCH-1MANiJERj. HAn TO' :iVBMIT 100 

• • ALI. :;IUP:i iiJERE ORnEREn TO RECEIV!ANY HItICOPTER:i4 :iMA-tL CRAFT OR 
:;RXP~ THAT RIQt'tsTln PERMI:i:)lON' TO 'TRAN:iFER REFLIGrE:) OR TO LANn~ . 

· t)t1ptlCATE TO B-WIRE POINT~ . . 
,';:'J .• " •. ,~YPI L9~.:~9 OS~~.~J:~!l.........:-~.:...~.:.~.;~~ .... , .. ,'., .. u,:o" ' .... " ,.;;;.~ •. , ..... ,' 
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, 'VIET 4-29 
i l'RCENT, 
I,; 2ND NIGHT Ln A258 
; BY ALAN nAW ~ON 
, ~AIGOn (VPJ) -- THE L'NITEn :;TATE:i pL't.l.En Ol'T OF VIETNAM 'rllE~nAV .! ANn LI:FT IT LIP TO THE V!ETNAME~E TO FINn PEACE. Ll.~e HEr.leOPT!:R:) 
! :)WEPT INTO ;AIGON EARtY WEnNE:inAY ANn RETRIEVEn A GROl'P OF 30 MAIHNt:i ' 
I AMONG THE FE'N At1ER1CAN:i REMA1.NING IN TRE CITV. , 
:,' THE LA:;T AMERlCAN OFFICIAl.LV IN VIETNAM LEFT AT 7:52 P.M. EnT WHEN 
t A'RELl'COfTER CARRYJNG THE .LA:)T 11 MARINE:) LlFTEn liP ANn AWAY rROM THE 
;' VACATEn tI. ::$.!MBA:;~V. 

LEFT BEIUNn WERI A H'ANnn'l. OF AMERICAN:; .. ' INCLL'nING NEW~MtN .. WHO' 
1)ECrnEn TO :STAY. . , ' 

THE AMERICAN; WERE ORnEREn OllT BY NEW FRE:iJntNT nt'ONG VAN MINH TO 
, MEn ONE OF THE COMNl'NI:>T:>' MAJOR CONnrTI0N:i rOR FEACE, TALK:i -- AN 

:, 'INn TO THE [f.:;. PRL:iENCE. POLITICAl. :;OL'RCE:i :iAIn tHE COMMVNI:iT:i ANn 
:' THE :)AIGON GOVERNMENT HAn AGREEn IN PRINCIFLE TO CA1.L A ctA~I-FlRE 

·WEnN£:P1AY. . 
PRt~lnENT FORn ANNOl'Ncrn IN WA~HINGTON SHORTLY AFTER 5 P.M. EnT 

· TNA! MARI~E HEJ.ICOPTER:i HAn FLOWN OLIT ALL AMERICAN:; -- ABOll! 900 --, 
WHO tJANTIn TO' LEAVE ANn THAT THE tVAClJATION HAn SErN COMFLETtn . 
:WCCI:HFttLtV .. · «ICLO:i!NG A CHAPTER" ON l'.:;. INVOLVEMENT IN INnOCHINA. 

BVT TWO HOl'RS LATER .. GOVERNMENT' OFF1CIA!.:i IN WA :iHINGTON ~Aln sOME: 
30 MARINE Gt1ART!:; WIRE :;T1LL IN THt 1I.:). EMBA:):)V ANn THAT HELICOPTER:> 
WERt iI.VING INTO LIFT THEM OllT. 

llPI CO~RE:)roNnrNr LEON nANIEt. .. AMONG THE HANT'lFt'l. OF AMERICAN 
NJ.\:~~EN :>TILL IN :$AIGON;. REPORTEn THAT HtI.l COPTER:i WERE LM101NG AGAIN 

i AT THE £MaA:)~Y AT nAWN WEnNE:inAY ANn THAT ~MAr.L ARNJ:i FIRE ERl'PTrn 
: NEAR THE CENTER OF THE CITY. THERE WERE NO IMMrnlATE REPORT~ OF 

... CA~l'ALTIE).. : . .. , 
· llANIEJ. ~AJt) :;rltL MORE ,VU:'!NAME:>E tJERE WAITING ON, ROOFTOP:> AROt!Nl) 
• ~AJGCN .. APPARENTLY .:)TlLL HOPlNG ,HEJ.:rCOPTER~WOl'I.n COME' TO tVAClIATE, 
, THEM FRor·1 1'H£ COltNTRY. 
, PICKltP 4TH PGH: ABOAR n ., . \ ~+ .. _,..: ., .. r ;.: ... -;'~:,,, ..... r~ 0.:"":.. ___ ;:. ' ... 
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, (,TA~Tlt~) , ' , ' 
WA~'~lNGTON ,( VPl) '_. ~ECRETARY or ~TATE ~ENRY KI ~)INGE~ ~AIn, 

TtJ[~nAY T~E TACTI~A~ PL~N~ FOR EVA~VATING AMERlCAN) ANn ~OlJT~ 
VIETNAME)! CITIkEN~ ,FR~M )~lG~N HAn TO it ~~AN~En AT THE LA~T MINl'TE. 

TALKlN~ WIT~' ~EP~~TER) ~FTE~ ~I~ TELEV'IlEn NIW~ C~NFE~ENct, " 
, 'Kl~~IN~ER nl~CJ~O~En THE ~~IFT IN PLAN~ W~EN A)KEn WHY' THi RE~Cl'E " 

O~ERATION) APPEARtn TO 'I ~lIN, '~EVERAL ROlJ~) L~NGER THAN E!PEcrEO. 
~E ~Al.n T~£ PLAN ~U. AI.~NG WAf TO tVA~lt~TE ~~OlIT ',000 OR 6,000 

'~lGH, ~t~K ,VIETNAMt,!', FROM TAN )ON N~VT AIRPO~T, CAR~YINb T~EM Ol'T 
'A~O~Rn ·FltEn·W'ING Cl~O ~ARGO P~ANE~. ~E ~Aln, ~E~lCOPTER~ ,WERE T~ BE' 

, . tJ~tn ONLY TO CARRY Ol'T A TEW ~t'Nn~En AME~ICAN, AT THE V.~. EM'8A~ ~y IN 
, nOWNTOWN. ~AlGON. ' " I' 

, THE' IotA, ~E~Aln' WA~ TO HAVE IAN ALTERN~TE lANnING CAPABIlITY' 
ro~ ~tl'f,C~PTER~ AT TKE 'MBA~.~Y tN CA~E orFICIA~~ FOl'NO T~AT MILITARY, 

. . ArrACK~ PREVENT£n,n~~TKER ll~E or THE AIRfORT. " ' . , 
, i ~E' o~ln THE' Al~PO.Rr ~IT~IATIO~ nETE~I~~ArEn rA~TE~ 'T~AN E~PECTI.n 

.' ANn IT THEN BE~AME NECE~)ARY TO MOVE' MANY VIETNAME~E OVER TO THE ' 
· EMBA~)Y IN~TE~n 'fOR EVA~VATION BY ~EI.JCOPTERt " ' , ' 

I • I 'T~l) W~~ ~EAU. Y A LOGICAL OliTGROWTH OF r~E P~TTE'RN," Kl ~,)lNbER 
~Aln. 'WE Jt'~T MOvEn TKE PEOPLE T~AT WERE )lJPPO~En TO BE lIFT!," BY . 
e130) O~TO HEI.ICOPTER) ANn NOT TO no THl) wO~J~.n RAVE S,EEN 'BOTH 
INHl'MAN ANn fOTENTIAllJ WOlltn ~Avt COMPOl'ND£n T~I' fANIC T~AT AL~EAnY 

, , E~I~TEn AT T~E AIRPORT.' ' I ' 

, t'PI 04-29 01'121 'PEn ' 
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VP-l.e ,v 

, Ann 6 VIETNAM, WA~HINGTON ' . 
. . wm~lil~Ni~MME~iKE1l !FnmoHATlC RELA,TION~ WITH ~OlITH VIETNAM 

. 'I THINK" THAT, WOliLO BE A FAIR ~TATEMENT,' HE REPLXEn. , 
BEFORE· AN ATTEMPT CAN BE MADE TO TRY RENEWING. nIPLOM·ATIC RELATION~ 

WITH ~Ot'TH VIETNAM, HE ~Aln, 'WE WILl. HAVE TO ~EE WHAT GROVPING 
EMERGE~ OVT OF WHATEVER NEGOTIATION~ MlGKT TAKE PLAcE BETWEEN THE NO 
~OlJTH VIETNAME~E ~InE).·,' " " 

A REPORTER 'A~KEn IF THE WAR HAn BEEN IN VAIN. ' 
IX THINK IT WILl. BE A LONG TIME BEFORE AMERICAN~· .WILL· BE ABLE'1O 

TALK OR WRITE ABOliT THE WAR WITH, ~OME nI~PA)~lON,' KI)~INGER REPLIEn. 
, 'IT 1) C~EAR TRAT THE WAR nln NOT ACH,lEVE 'THE OBJECTlVE~ or TKO~E 

WHO ~TARTEn THE AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT, OR THE 08JECTIVE~ OF THO~E ·WHO 
~OVGKT TO ENn IT,' HE )Aln, WARNING THAT THE Fl'Tl'RE EXAMINATION OF I 

, BOTH AMERICA "~ ENTRY TO' THE WAR 'AND IT~ I'IT ~HOllLn NOT BE TAKEN 
LIGHTLY. ' ' ,'I ' , 

Kl~~INGER~AlQ FORMER ~OVTH vlETNAM,PRE~InENT NGVYEN VAN'THIEV 
'WOllLO, . OF COlIR~E, BE RECEIVEO' IF HE' ~OVGRT A~YLVM I,N THE tJNITEo ' 
STATE~',' HE' ~AI" THE l'NITEn $TATE,~ WOVLD NOT RECOGNIZE A '~OtITH , 

.' 'VI!TNAME~EGOVERNMENT·IN·EXILE. ' 
" '1 'M CONFInENT THAT EVERY, AMERICAN WHO WANTEn TO COME OllT, CAME 

Ol'T." Kl~~lNGER ~AIO, AnnlNG HE WOl'Ln NOT KNOW tlNTIL WEnNE~nAY HOW 
MANY AMERICAN~ REMAINED BEHINn. ' 

KI~~XNGER ~Aln THE lINITEO ~TATE~' ANn IT) A~LIE' IN INnoCHINA A~ 
WELL Af OTHER, AMERICAN ALLIE) ARO~'Nn THE WORL'n MV~T, IN·' LIGHT OF ' 
'VIETNAM ANn CAMBonIA., A~~E~) THEIR rVTVRE PATH) or rRIENn~RIPt ' 

'WE VILL HAVE TO' A~)E~~ iNA·T ROLE THE VNITEO ~TATE) WILL PLAY OVER 
ANn, EXTENDEn PERIon OF TIME," HE ~Aln, AonlNG THAT AMERICAN FOREIGN 
POLICY ~HOliLn BE MAnE OVER A 'PERIon or nECADE, • 
. HE MENTIONEnJAPAN, KOREA ANn THE PHILIPPINE) A~ IMPORTANT AREA) 

or CON~InERATION ANn ~Aln~ ll.~. OFF ICIAL~ WILL BE TALKlNG WITH LEAnER~ 
, or ~INGAPORE, Al"TRALIA, NEW ZEA'LANn' ANn OTHER COVNTRIE)TO rORM1'LATE 

AN A~lAN POLICY 'WHICH MV~T BE 'CLO~ELY COORnINATEn WITKOl'R rRIENn~.· 
t'PI 04-29 e611~ PEn', ' , 
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, liP- J3' 
Ann 4 VIETNAM, WA~HINGTON ' , 

'KJ ~~INGER ~Axn IT WA) 'TOO EARLY TO, Jl'nGE' WHETHER THERE WOVLn BE 
, 'A BLoony BATTLE fOR ~AIGON, BVT HE ~Aln IT WAo CLEAR THE' NORTH 
, VIITNAME~E ,EEK A TOTAL POLITICAL TAKEOVER,' .' " " 

HE Nonn' THAT 'tHE 'COMMl'NI~T nEMANn~ HAVE ,E~CALATEn A~ . THE 
MILITARY'~ITl'ArION RA~ CHANGED IN THEIR rAVOR' OVER TRE,PA~T WEEK, 

HE~AI·n IT 'WA~ ALWAY) rORE~EEN' THAT A RELI'COPTER EVACVATION . 
PROGRAM WOlILn' BE 'NEEDED, TO REMOVE THE LA~T AMERICAN~ FROM VIETNAM, ' 
AND. THAT IT WA~ NECE~~ARY ronAY BEeAt' ~E or THE nETERtORATING 
~JTVATION ANn THE 'lMPATIENCE' OF THE NORTH vJETNAME~E • 

. KI~'lNGER ~Aln THAT $0' fAR A~ TME'llNITEn ~TATE~ l~ CONCERNED. THE 
': PARI~ ACCORn~ WRICH ENnEn THE FIGHTING IN VIETNAM TWO YEAR~ AGO.. ARE 

n[An. ' 
'THERE AREN'T MANY PROVI)ION) OF THE AGREEMENT THAT ARE )TlLL 

RELEvANT, ~ HE~AIJ). 'A~ FAR A~ THE NORTH VIETNAME)E ARE CONCERNEn, 
THEY' ~TATEn THEY Wl~R TO CARRY aliT THE PARI; ACCORn~ Bl'T BY WHAT, . 
nEFINJTION'I~ NOT CLEAR fO tJ), wE WOl'Ln CERTAtNLY ~VPPORT THl) IF IT 
HA~ ANy MEANING.' " 
. A~ FOR AMERICAN AID TO VIETNAM .. HE ~Alnl 

'I no NOT FAVOR AMERlCAN Aln TO, REBlt.ILO NORTH VIETNAM, WITR 
RE~PtCT TO ~OlITH VIETNAM, WE WILt HAVE TO ~EE' W.HAT KINO or GOVERNMENT 
EMERGE,) ANn WHETHER THERE W'ILtBE A ~OVTK VIETNAM. ¥.E WOllLn' CERTAINLY 
LOOK AT ~PECIFIC HVMANITARIAN REQlJE~T~ WHICH CAN BE, CARRIED OVT BY 
Hl~MAN1.TARIAN AGENCXE~, BlIT THE PRIMARY RESPON~IBILlTY ~HOVlin FALL ON 
THO~E WHO ~t1pPLIEn THE,WEAPON~ TO NORTH 'VIETNAM' •• CHINA ANn THE 
~OVIEr VNION. " " , ' 

KI;~lNGER DEFENOEn MARTIN I ~ HANnLXNG OF TKE )ITl'ATION, )AYING THE 
AMaA~dAnOR WA~ IN 'A VERY. olFFlCVLT ;lTVATION', ANn'rILT AN ' 
OBLIGATION TO TH06E WITH WHOM HE HAn BEEN A)~OCIATEn. . 

. 'I 'KEn IF ·MARTIN'~ nECI~ION TO BE 'THE LA~T MANTO LEAVE A ~INKING 
~RIP KAn nELAYEO rl'E~nAY') rINA~ EVACVATION, KI~'~INGER REPLIEn THAT 
THE AMBA~~AnOR'~ nE)lRE TO itt OTHER) FLOWN ,TO ~ArETY ~A~ 'NOT THE 
WOR~T FAVLT A MAN CAN HAVE, . . . 

'I no NOT 'BELIEVE THERE WA~' AN VNOVE DELAY,' ~AI n KI~~INGER,'WE 
. GOT O~IT WITH AU. THE P.ER~ONNEl, THERE WITHOVT' PANIC ANn WITHOVT THE 

~ CA~lIALTIE~ THAT cot'Ln RAvE. OCC~RREn' WITKA BREAKOOWN or CIVIL ORnER, 
, KI~~INGER LATER ~A~O> HE MEANT NO ,'CA~l'ALTIE) 'CAV)ED BY HO:;TILE 
. ACTION,' . . 

, t'PI 04-29 06101 PEn 
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lIP-131 
. . Ann 1 VIETNAM WA:jMINGTON (lIP-12S) 
Nt~$EN REAn FORni ~ :;TATEMENT JV ~T BEFORE ~ECRETARY OF ~TATE HENRY 

K.I~:>lNGER BRIEFEn REPORTERs IN A NATIONAl.l.Y BROAI'lCAsr NEW~ , 
-CONFERENCE. .. 

THE FINAl. PHAsE or THE rVACVATION TOOK LE=>:> THAN 24 HOlJR:5. MARREn 
BY THE LOss OF' THREE M'ILITARY AIRCRAFT. TWO CREW MEMBERs WERE 
REPORTED MI~sING. IN AnnITION .. twO MARINE~ WERE KIl.l.ED'MONDAY NIGHT. 

KI:>~lNGER sAID 6 .. 500V.s. CIVILIANs HAn BEENINVOLVEn IN THE 
EMERGENCY EVAC1JATION .. ANn 55 .. 000 :COliTH vIETNAME:)E CITIZEN:; •.. 

KI:>:UNGER~Aln THE AnMINldTRATlON':) AIM:; OVER THE PA:)T TWO WEEK=i 
HAn BEEN TOiSTABILI2E THE sITl'ATION ANn TO ENn v,:;. INVOLVEMENT IN 
THE -MOsT CONTROLLED ANn HtlMANE-. MANNER.. .. 

THE THREE MAIN OBJECTIVEs. KIssINGER sAID. WEREs 
-- ,TO sAVE THE LIvE:> or AMERICAN:i s.TILl. IN VIETNAM. 
-- TO :SAVE As MANY sOVTW VIETNAME:)E A-!J POssIBLE WHO WORKED WITH . 

AMERICANs FOR 15 YEAR:i. . 

HE ~~IgR~~i ··SgJ~b~~~~ ~~ ~~~~~A~g:~ig~Eor rirpl~~vg~o~AYS HA~ 
BEEN TO MOVE Ad QVr.CKl.Y A:i ,PO:>sIBLE .WITMOt'T -CAll:iING PANIC,-· ' 

. KI=,;SINGER ;SAID BY ~LlNnAY EvEN'ING A1J MANY A:L900 AMERICAN:> ANn 
BETWEEN 5 .. 000 ,AND 8 .. OOO-HIGH IU;SKw ;SOVTR VIETNAM!:)E REMAINEI) IN 
;>AIGON. KE APPARENTLY REFERREIl TO ;SOllTH VIETNAME~E WRO~E LIVE:i MIGHT ' 

. BE IN DANGER BECAt';SE OF THEIR A~:)OCIATION WITH AMERICAN:i • 
. LlPI 04-29 05.115 PEn 

l'P~ 132 
. AAJ) 2 VIETNAM.. WA~HINGTON ' 
KI;S;SINGER ;SAID A TOTAL OF 6 .. '00 PER;SON:$ HAn BEEN EVACVATED IN 

RECENT HOl'Rs.. INCLv,nING lJ.;S. AMBA:$;SAnO.R GRAHAM MARTIN. , 
.. -T"E EVACllATION CAN BE ;SAID TO BE COMPLETED .. It KI:h>lNGER. :SAIn. 

KI;S:)lNGER :)AII) FORn AT 11 P.M. EnT MONDAY -- TVE:>nAY MORNING 
:SAIGON·TIME -- ORnER!n THE EVACVATION OF Al.L AMERICAN:> FROM THEIR TWO 
LOCATION:i NEAR THE AIRPORT AND AT THE EMBA:t;SY noWNTOWN. 

KI;S:SlNGER :SAID THE TWO-WEEK EVACVATION PROCEs:$ HAn CO:>T r.Ol1R 
AMERICAN LIVE:> -- TWO MARINE:> ANn TWO HELICOPTER PIl.OTs -- ANn HAn 
BROVGMT Ol'T :SOME 55 .. 000 :SOVTH VIE'mAME:SE IN AnnITION TO THE 
AMERICAN:», THE TWO HELICOPTER PILOTs WERE KILLEn .IN THE FINAL MOVRs or THE EVACVATION .. ,HE' :SAIh, , . . , 

-I HOPE WE HAVE CONTRIBt'TEn fO A POl.ITICAL EvOLVTION THAT MAY 
;SPARE :SOtlTH VIETNAM :SOME or THE MORE nRA:)TIC CQ.NsEQV£NCE:i OF THI:S 
CHANGE (OF GOVERNMENT:» .. SL'T TH1:S REMAIN:> TO BE :SEEN .. • 1<1 :s:SINGER 
:>AIn. . .. . , . . 

"WI no NOT BELIEvE THI~ ~HOlILn BE A TIME OF RICRIMINATION~. IT I:; 
A TIME TO HEAL WOlIND:; .. 10 LOOK AT OtJR INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENT:>. TO 
REMEMBER ,THAT THE PEACE ANn PROGREss •• , .OF OllR OWN PEOPLE Is CLOsELY 
TIEn TO THE REsT or THE WORLD. - . 

VPI 04-29 05149 PED· 

VP-133 
. Ann 3 VIETNAM. WA~HINGTON 

KI·ssINGER WA:i AsKED WHETHER tHE :;O-CALLEn noMINO THEORY tiOl'l.l) 
. APPLY IN REGARD TO THAILANn ANn OTHER NEIGHBORING NATION;S. ME :SAIn 

-THERE I:a NO QLJEsTION THE OVTCOME IN INtlOCRINA WILL ,HAVE CON:i£QlJENCE:S 
NOT ONLY IN A:$IA BtlT IN MANY OTUER PART:> or THE WORLD.-

HI :>AID THAT TO nENY THE· CERTAINTY OF CONsEQVENCE:$'·ls TO MI:>:> THE 
OPPORTLINITY TO nEAl. WITH THEM- AND 'HE AnnEn. -I AMCONVINCEn WE CAN 
DEAL WITH THEM- ANn ·PROGRE:i:> TOWARn THE PERMANENT PEACE WE HAVE 
:>OVGHT.- . 

Kl~:SlNGER :SAID THAT. THE lINITtn ='TATE=' HAn WORKEn WITH· 
INTERMEDIARIE::S IN THE LA:>T :STAGE:> or v.:>. INVOLVEMENT IN INDOCHINA. 
E:>PECIALLY THE EVACllATION OF :SOLITH VIETNAM. ' 

WHILE IT WOtlLl) BE -PREMATlJRE- TO GO INTO nETAIL:S. KI:):;JNGER' sAID .. 
-WE· nEAI.T WITH HANOI. TAt PRG (PROVI:SIONAI. REVOLl'TIONARY GOVERNMENT) 
ANn THROVGH DlrrERENT INTERMEtllARIEs.· . .. 

-IT WA:> PO:$:SIBLE TO Pl-T OllT OVR VIEW AND RECEIvE THEIR RE:>PON:SE:>.·' 
HE :SAID. 

VPI 04-29 C>S151 PEn 
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(BY RICHARn E. LERNER)-

WA~FrINGrON <l'PI) -- PRE:>lOENT FORn ANNOllNeEn TlIE:;tlAY THE EMERGENCY 

EVACl'ATII')N, OF AMERICAN'; FROM VIETNAM HAn BEEN COMPLETEfl :>lICCE:; ;FlI1.Y .. ' 
. ~ 4 

·CLO~ING A CHAPTER" ANn ENOING TWO NEAR1.Y O£CAn;::; OF l'.;. INVOLVEMENT . 
IN THAT WAR-10RN, COll~JTRY. 

, "THt LA~T HELiCOPTER:; ARE IN THE AlR .. " PRI:>InINTIA~ PRI~) 

~ICRETARY,RON NE~~EN TOLo A NIW~ CONFERENCE THAT HAn BtEN OELAYEO 

AI.MO~T FIVE HOt'R:i :i0 TI-iE tNo OF THE [VACl'ATJON COl't.O BEANNOl'NC[o. 

·THl:> eto:>!::> A CHAPTER IN THE AMERICAN [;(PERIENCE,a-' FORo':) 

~TATEMENT :iAlo. "WE Mtt:;T NOW Cl.O;E RANK;. AvorD ,RECRIMINATION::> .. LOOK 

AH£An TO NEW GOAt.:; ANO WORK TOGETHER ON THE TA:SK WE: rAC!." , 

-. i 

i 

, 
,i 
',l 

, / ' '~ 
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5 
g ( MAR ;~~~;..;,,----'~~-;0"""",~,~ _." .,,,,,,, __ . ' ". ,s.,~c'?"'7""''7-",-:-~:'''." 

, ,- WA~HINGTON (lIPI) -"~OME 30 tI.:;. MAR'nu: Gl'ARO:; ARE :$TlLl. IN THE 
:,{~AIGON EMBA~:)Y ANn H£l.ICOPTERS ARE TRYING TO l.IFT THEM OliT IN THE 

':FACE OF :;MAU.ARM:> FIRE IN T~E VICINITY~ GOVERNMENT OFfICIAL:» :iAtn 
Tvt~nAY. ' 

" " ( 

"AT l.A~T'REPORT'A COl'PLE or MINt'TE:> AGO (7:25 P.M. ETlT) THERE 

:;TIL~ A~t 'ROVGHl..Y 30 MARINE ~ECtIRITY Gl'ARO:j THERE .. " GOVERNMENT 
. - . . 
OFrIClAl.:i)AITl. ~Ht~ICOPTER; ARE MOVING .IN TO TAKE TI1EMOL'T 

,MOt1ENTARILY. TY'£RE WA:S ~OM£, ~MAl.!. ARM:;fJ,Rt tNTHE VICINITY OF THE 

tMBA:>'!JY.· 

,,-:~~.~. ,_.1,'~!_~4 -:.~!~L~~'~:!~~kC'~;;i~~.,\'. b;-:~~~~~_~~.~~~ __ :.~ ..... ;:c;'.';~,,~.:,,; 
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I , A~~~ll!l" ~~D~~~~ ~1 ijUl11 ~ U~!~ '~1rl~~ ijl~~t~'l~ A~I'~,!l~~~ 
J~ AI~~!~~J~ al~~ l~ 'I'~~~ !1I~l !~, ij~' ~~li~~~~ ~J~!I IlNl~!I~" 

ml~N !I, qDJm~~~ ~~m l~~ m 1111 W ~m mJ~, ~ 
\ I ,', 'l~l,l!ll ~!~ iI!~l1~ .• ~J~~U~ 

W~l j~ ,,~ •• ~~'t'~ ~I Ul~I~~I~ ~,~'~lIJ~'JI~ ,A'I~ ,UI~';~111!~,~ 
I '.' " ',,' :. '. • ~.' • ,t~~I'lI~ 

" alJ ~~ml~' 11' !~ ~~mI1~'~1 JU' ~m 'l~1l U~~la a~~ 1m 
!~1 j~. '~~l~!~ !~,~ ~I'~· "t!~,~· 'W~~ilijQ' ~I1~IJ~~l~ J~t1~~ . 

, 'A'u~I~!~ ~~~!l~' 111~~ ij~~'~ l~ ~l J~~~ ~~~ .' 
11UlI ~~~!~ 1~lm 'I ~!m 1~1 ~~~~iUD m~ UOO ~ I~j G'll~~l' . 

'~'I '~Ill If'' Jl~~' l~ Ai ~lA~i~i' ~~A ~~I~l "'I~ l~l 
f~'ij!l' I ~ll'~~ ~~! Ul'~'tl'lI~~~~~' ~~~ \~~llllJ'AI ~l ~~l11I~ t ~t~ 

!ijtA~~ ~l N~Il~'~t'I' ~~ 1~11J~ ~l~~l~'~,l~ A'~~ ~i!I'~ 'I'~ a~~!~' 
" l~~~~ 'I~rl~~ !ll~~ l~ lll~l~)li l~11' " (Icll) ~~1~~I~"8 
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IN ~CH1.E~INGER (lIP-119) REA" 2NTl PGH t.. t.. t.. ". 
·CHLE 'r'GER':) A·)t"~:)MtNT [CHOEn THAT OF :STATE nEPARTMEN'I' :>POKE~M.'N 
~OBERr r1CCI.0~K!Y.a -WHO ~tJNnAY BECAME THE rXR~'I' AnMlNI~TRArrON OFFICIAL 
TO nECLARE THE WAR A rAIl.lIRE. ' 

; .. _" __ ., L'~1 _04 -:.2?~_9~' 54," p~~";\"'~""";:::±::':'~;.z':s~~:::'.,;e"e;,,,,,:,',-,,,,,,;.~_ .. \.,_,:'.:,., ',,:0:, '_,' ,', 
.. _---. __ .. -

I·· }>:n9($CH~E$~I~~~~~'~ . .. _. . .... ··4 
!; WA:HUNGTON (LIPt) -- A:; THE LA:;T AMERICAN:» WERE BEING EVAClIATE~-l~'" 
i 

. ~' 

:, TROM VIETNk'1 TlJE;:inAY .. n:£FEN:';!: :5ECRETARY JAME) ~CHLEHNGER ~Aln THAT 
,'THE LONG l'.:;e tJA~ EFFORT HAn "FAI!.En .... Bl'T HE ~Aln THE ATTEMPT HAn 
: NOr BEEN WITHall ! PLIRPO:H:. ' , , 

, :SCHI.E:)INGER THL') BECAME THE FIR)T INCVMBENT OFFICIAL or ANY 
; 'AnMINI:)rRATION TO BOLnLY LABELEn THE WAR A rAItt'RE. 

IN A ME~~AGE AnnRt:>:>tn TO 2.1 MILL-ION MEI1BEJHOr THE ARMEnrORCE:»4 
'- :$CHJ:.£:HNGER :iAIn: WIT WILl. BE ;TATEn 'l'HA! THE WAR Ir~I:J.F lilA:) FLITII.§. 
I,'IN ~OMt ~INSE .. :iVCH MAY BE ~Aln OF, ANY NATIONAL EFFORT THAT FAIL;;. 
I' "YET OllR INVOLVEMENT WA:i NOT PtJRPO)ELE:>:>e IT WA;; INTENnEn TO 
: A:;;)I:iT A ~MAl.L NATION TO PRE:iERVE IT;; INnEP£NnENCE IN THE fACE Of 
[ E~TERNAl:. ATTACK ANn TO' PROVInE At ~EA~T A REA:iONABU': CHANCE TO 
r~lIRVlVE.~ 
~ , , .aTHAT VIETNAM ~t'CCVMBEn TO POWERFl'L EJCTERNAt FORCE:) VITIATE;; 
;: NEITHER THE EXPLICIT PlJRPO;L BEHINn OllR INV01.VEMENT -- NOR THE , 
1. IMPl'L;E OF. GENERO;;ITY TOWARO THO:)!: L'NDER ATTACK THAT HA:i 1.0NG INFV:iEn 

, , F 'AMERICAN POL!CYa ~ :iCHLE:tINGER :)Aln. ' ,,- " ' -
, t ' THE ntTEN::)}!: ~ECRErAR,{ HEAPEn PRAI:»};n ON THE MEN IN VNIFORM. 1tt!NOIR 

f. CIRCL'M:;TANCE:i L10RE, oIFFICl11.'l' ,THAN EVER BEFORE FActnBY OllR MILITARY 
:;IRVIC£; .. YOl' ACCOMPLI;HEn THE MI);)ION A:>;IGNEn TO VOL' BY HIGHER 

.... Al'THORITY.a -HE ~AIn. fi I ~ALl'TE YOLI FOR IT. ._~~._._ ... '" ,"'" _ ~ ___ ~'"'{>~''''',-''''; •. _:.~ 
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t'P~0Ii3. ' 

. CORRE~PONniNT) I I 

" . 

. . . . 

A ,Nll~ BRIE;lN~ON T~! Vl!·T~~ME~E EVAtlfATJON Wl~L BE ~!~n IN R,O~M . 
- . 

. , 

_'0, 9LO"EOB RAT~E~ T~AN T~E W~ITE ~OtJ~E BRlErlN~ ROOM, 11: WI~L ~tblN . ' , 

I '. • 

. ~f 1 f.M. AT T~E E~R~IE~T ANn Ii AVAI~A~LE F~~ LIVE B~OAn~A~T 
, . 

, . , 

'. . CO~tRAGEI AT m ~TART, A· ~TATEM!NT. BY PRE~lO!NT fORO WILL 9E REAn af 
• I • 

I PRE~~~E~RETARY NE~)EN' ~~n Tf'!N' ~EC~ETARY, KI'~~lNGER il~L BRIEF A~n, r 

" 
, . 

AN~m' Q~E~TION~. TIIO)! ~OLnlNG PRE~~ tREOENTIm FROM THE ~ENTAaON 
I I \ \ 

, . 
. ' . OR mTE' nmR~ENnlLL 8E AnMlrTEnvmO~T KAmerO c~m TIlROI~~ 

, 
I 

4;6-2100. CQRRE~PO~nENT~ ~HO~Ln ~~E T~E l1T~ ~T • ENTRANCE TO THE tOB 

. 'ANA MAY ENTE~ AFTE~ l~ll' ~.MI 

VPI 04-29 11129 AEn 
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tiP-on ' ' , ~, 
',' '( VIET 8R lEY ~ ) , , ,', , II -
iA~HINGTON (~Pl) _. TWO ~Ol'TH 'vlETNAME~E EMBA~~Y O~rICIAL~ ~TOLE 

ANn CA~HEn A $250" OOG 'EMaA)~YCHECK BEFORE, nl~APPEARXNG. THE 
\fA~HINGTON PO,T· REPO,RTED TODAY. " " • 

THE 'O~T ~AII AN ,'il "JOKE~MAN TOLn IT THE TWO VNNAMEIl orrlClAL', 
, CA~HEn THE BLANK CHECK. 'IGNEn SV EMBA~;Y ~t'PERIGR)~ GHAP.lL 18 AT 

THE MAnl~()N NATIONAL BANK IN WA~RINGTON .. WHICH l~ IN THE ~AME, 
BVIl.l)ING A~ THE EMBA~~Y" OVER~EA~ PROCVREMENTerr IcE. , ' 

TNE F81 WA~ VNABLE TO CONFIRM THE PO~T RE~RT THl~ MORNING. 
THE ,rORY 'AID THE orrICIAL~,'WRO WORKEn IN THE PROCQREMENT ' 

eFFICE, MAnE OVT THE CHECK TO THEM~ELV!~ FeR $2,e,GOe ANn GOT tHE 
MONEY MO~TLY' IN $20 BI1.J.~ THEY Pt'T 'INTO AN, ATTACHE CA~E. 

. t' '. .' . ", -0-
WA~JUNGTON' (t'P!) -- THE PENTAGON CONJ',IRHEn LA~T NIGHT TtiO MARlNE~ 

HAn BEEN KILLED AT 'TON iON HLlT' AllPORT ' •• THE. FOURTH ANn FIFTH ,', 
,ERVICEMEN TO nIl IN VIENTAM ;INCETHE JAN. 27, 1973, CEA~E-rlRE. 

THElR InENTITlE~ WERE NOT REl.EA)EnpENDING,NOTIFICATJON or THEIR 
FAMlLIE~. ' . ' '. ,'. ' 

THERE ARE eVRRENTLY ·1',. AMERICAN ~ERVICEMEN IN VIETNAMJ, 120 ARE. 
MARINE~ GVARfllNG v.~. GOVERNMENT BlJILnING~.· . , 
.' -0-' , 

COLVMBlI~'VPI) _. ,$EN' 'IORGE MeGO'!RN, n"~, 0 •• ~Aln LA;T, NIGMt 
THE nEATH or TWO AMERICAN MARINE~ IN ~AIGON DEEPENED HI; CONVICTION 
THE VNITEn ~TATE' ~HOVLJ) HAVE WITHoRAWN FROM VIETNAM EARLIER THI; 
NON1H. ". ' 

."ilT MAKE' ME FEEL EVEN MIRE ~TRONGI.Y THAT WE' ~HOVLJ) NAVE PVLLEI 
IVT 0' THERE TWO WEEK; AeG, '~Aln MCioVERN. 'WHAT ARE VE D01NG WITH 

. 1, ~OG AMEllCAN~ IN THERE' NOW ANYWAYT . ' . 
,: MCGOVERN, TeLn AN OHIO .I)QMltUCAN COLLIGE At-DIEMeE HE b)E~ NOT THINK 

. V.~ .. lflTHnROWAL FROM VIETNAM WILl. MEAN A WEAKENING aT eVil 
CIlEnIIIJ.ITY THROL'GHOV.T THE 'REE VOR1.9. \ ' . 

-0- . 
WA~JUNGTON (VPl)' _. THE PO~T'L 'ERV!C£ YE~TERnAY $v,PENnEn , 

DELIVERY or ALL.CIVILIAN MAIL TO ~OVTK VIETNAM JECAV~E COMMERCIAL 
, TRAN'PORTATIGN HA' IZENRALTEn. ' ' , 
. 'MAIL AD~RE~~En TO ~OVTHVIETNAM WILL IE RETVRNEn TO ~ENJ}E'H, WHO 

CAN GET PO~TAGE RE'VNn~ AT ANY pa,T eFFIe!. HAIL 'UTKOliT RETVRN 
ADnRE~~ WILL IE ~ENTT9 TKE 'nEAn LETTER OFFICE. . 

, . , , . -0-
WA~HINGTON (l'PI) .- THE ~ENATE Jl'nlCIAItY' COMMITTEE YE;TER!')AY 

APPROVEn THE ENTRY or 2,OGO AnolTlONAL VIETNAME~E ORPMAN' INTO THE 
L'NITEn' ~TATE~.' , 

Ana'NEY GENERAL InWARD· LEV.I," WHO KA~ THE 'PAROLE' Al'TKORlTY TO . 
AL~OV THEIR ENTRY INTO THE CIl'NTR'l, ~Ol'GHT THE COMMITTEE' ~ APPROVAL' ' 
A$ A CONGRE"IONAL COt'RT,!y.' , 

THE ORPHAN' ARE 1'0 C0HE FROM AMETUCAN-OPERATED ORPKANAGE; IN 'OLlTH 
,VIETNAM WRICH AlE OPERATEn ,IV PRIVATE ANn,CHVRCK RE~ATED 
ORGANI2ATION~. 

, VPX 04-,9 09.0\, AEI' 
,: I, .' 
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,,(EVACVATE). , ,\ , :, . 
WA~"INGTON (t'PI) •• A PENTAGON )POK£)MAN ~Aln ronAY THE EVACVATION 

I ,OF THE 'LA,r·200 AMERICAN~ AT THE tJ.~. 'EM~A~~Y IN SAIGON ~KOVLn BE . 
COMPLrrEn IY . NOON Enr., . . . .:, , 
. l'.~. AM8A~~AnaR, GRAHAM ':MARTIN RAoIOEn FROM ~AIGON THAT HE 

. , E~TIMATEQ TKE EVACVATION" WOVLn BE eeMPLETEO BY NOON ~. LE~~ THAN NINE . 
MOVR~ ArTER IT lEGAN, PENTAGON ~POKE~MAN JO'EPR LAITIN ~AIO. 

IN A 7130 A.M. ,~TATEMENT, LAITIN ~Aln ABOl'T 200 AMERlCAN'~' WERE 
. LEFT AMONG A 'COVPLE OF THO'lJ,'ANn PER~ON~ AWAITING, !V,ACtJATION AT THE . 
. EMBA~~Y. NO ~ERIOV~ INJl'RIZ' HAvE BEEN REPORTEa, HE ~Aln. . . 

'LAfTIN ~Aln ~EVERAL VIETNAME~E AIR rORCE HELlcoprER~. HAn FLOWN. OllT 
TO THE AMERICAN ~HIP) WAITING orr 'KORE 'TO .TAKE A80ARO RE;VGEE~., ABOlrr' 
'0 QITCHEn NEAR TRI' AMPHISIOV~ ~"IP' ILlIER! OGE AND AL~ KNOWN e,IEWMEN 
~IRE RE~CtlEn, LAtTIN ~Aln., . " , 

. ONE' HELICOPTER CRA~R LANnEn ABOAR n' THE ILVERI DSE, BVT' NO ~ERIOV ~ 
: INJVRIE~ WERE REPORTln. ANOTHER 'EVEN LANnEn ON THE AMPK1810V~ ~HIP 

DENVER, HE ~AI n. . '. ' .' . . 
, ' LAlTIN )Aln THE EVACVArlON BEGAN AT 3:30 A.M., EnT WITK THE ' , 

.CMOPPEl~ OPERATING rROHTON ~ONNHl'T .AlHPoaT· Jt"T OllT,XOE THE ~AIG6N 
, CITY LIMIT~. ' ./ ,: .. , ' . 

. HE' ~Arn THE OPE.RATION HAn IEG1'N BEHIND ~CHEDVLE IVT 'WOVLn NGT , 
nEfAIL WHY ·8EYONn ,AYING THERE wERE ··~OME PR08LEM~. .' 

.' HE 'A19 V .~. FIGHTER JET~ WERE FLYING GVERHEAn TO COVER THE ' 
EVACVATION. " . . 
'AT' A.H. EnT,' KELICOPTER~ BEGAN LIFTING,OFG21 . 

,. . , . ., . ·SI)3~·:733 149. 
THE v.~. EMBA~~Y AREA IN' nOWNTOWN ~AIGON. " ,.,. , . 

LAITIN 'Aln IN THE FIR" tvo HOVR~, THERE WA~ ONLY"ONE REPORTEn 
. ,IN~TANCE OF l'.~ •. AIRCRAFT ATTACKING A GROVNn TARGET. ,HE ~Aln AN , •. 

. FLYING COVER ,OVER THI.EVACVATle WA~ FIREn ON. BY ANTIAIRCRAFT 
ARTILI.IRY. TREP~ANE ~TOOK "COVNTERMEA~lJRE' EITWEH IOMBING 9R ~TRArlNG 
THE IN'TALLATIGN. LAtTIN ·~Aln. ~ .',',. 

[IPI Oi·~g 9~t ~2 Ar.n 
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~ArGON (llPJ.) .... THE lINIT[n :iTATE:; pl'Ll.En OLIT OF ~OlJTH VlETNAM 

. 'TonAY ANn :iAIGON GOVERNMENT '~Ol'RC[:) ~Aln THE AnMINI~TRAT1.0N ANn THE, 

, VIIT CONG JtATl RIA CHEn AGREEMENT IN PRINe}?J.!: ON A C£A~[-F1RE. 

THE AMERICAN EVACl'ATI0N ON ORn£R~ or PRE:iITlENT nL'ONG VAN MINH. ~IT 
. , 

: lIP THE ~~!RR,EN!lER or SA1GON TO TRE COt~Nl'N'l~T:> WITHOL'T A rIGHr~ ENnING 1 
i . . 
l : 30 YEAR:i OF WARFARE !N, INnOCHINA ANn 14 YEAR:i OF AMERICAN . ~.. . . : i , 
I 

... - . J 

•. j INVOLVEMENT. " 

',~~~~~MARINE H[LICOPTER~ PLllCKEn GROl'P~ OF.20 ANn '0 AMERICAN$4 
,I 

, OTHER FOREIGNER:) ANn ~OM.£ VlETNAME:>E FROM LANnING PAn:i AT TAN :iON 
1 ~ -: , ~, . .' . 

NHl'T AIR6A:iE ANn' THE L'.:i. EMSA:i:iY A:i THE EVAClIATION CONTINl'En INTO ; 
1 

j 
, THE NIGHT • 1 

. TWO, ;;ENIOR GOVERNf·1ENT :;OllRCE:i :)AIn NEW VICE PRE~1 nINTNGl'YENVAN 
. , 

Hl'YENHAn MET WITH V1ET CONG OFFJCJAJ.:i IN :SAIGON TonAY ANn AGREETJ IN : 

:' , PRlNCIPLE ON A CEA:iE-F1RE TO BEG1NWEnNE:inAY. 

IT APPEAREn l'NLJ1<ELYTHAT THERE WOL/I.n BE HEAVY rIGHTlNG IN :)1\1 GON 
~, . ' 

ANn :jOME or TJ.fE FIR::T PANIC' HAn SEGl'N TO :iVS:S1nE. ~PORAt)J.C GVNFIR£ IN 
, ' 

~. . nOWNTOWN ~AIGON ANn OCCA~IONAl. :iHEl.LfIRE ON THE OVT~KIRr~ BROl<E, AN 
t 

EERJE Ql'lET A:i nV:iK :i[TTLEn OVER TfU:i CAP1TAL. . ... '; 

:>OME :iOt'Tf-{V1ETNAME:)E :iOJ.nlE:R~ WERE nl:>GRt'NTu;n WITH THE-' AMOL'NTO 

1 mIIR' :iEVERANC~ P~y ANn HOPEn TO no :iOME'THING ABOlI! IT BEfORE nf&.':~' ' I, 
i l.A:;T Of T-Ht AMERICAN) Pl'U.En Ol'T. IT WA:) FEAREn THE::>! :)OJ.OIER:i MIGHT 
\ 
t ATTACK AMERICAN:) WAfTING TO LEAVE. 

, ' , 

'THE COMMl'Nl::;T TAKEOVER OF ::>AIGON ENnEn 30 YEAR::> or WARFARE THAT 

! BEGAN JNn[CEMBER 1946 WHEN THE VIET fo.IINH L/NnER LIAnERsHIP OF HO ,CHI , \ 

~ 'MINH REBELl.En AGAIN::>T FRENCH Rl'l.E AFTER TH[£Nn OF WORt ll- WAR 11. THAil • _ 10 

... . i 

~TRl'GG1.! LA::TEn LJNTl!. 1'11EN BIEN PHl' fELL ON flJtY 7. 1954. AfTER A, j 

" ... nAY :)JEGt. 
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to,RUEOFIA/CMC (CODE MSPA-ll PRIORJIY~ 
RUEOFIAI:JARSCTYGDBN wAS4f)C PRIORITy ..... 
INFO RUEHC IS EC ST AT E WASHoe 5886 
RUMJDH/ AHCO,'ISUL HONG KONG 5464 
8T 
LJNCLAS SArr~ON 5714 
DEPI FO~ A/SY/FO ~. 
FOR CMC (COQF MSPA-l) WASHOC 
FOR CO MSGBN WASHoe 
HONG ~ONG FOR ASST RMO 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: APER ~ 
SUBJ: REPORT OF. Q .. EAlH. 
A. MARCO~CASPROC~A~;-CHAP 5 
B. BNO P50~0.1B ' 

REQ MSGBN NOTIFY ALL APP AOOEES IN REF A & B. 

J CPL CHARLES MCMAHON JR~023 42 16 37/5831 USMC 
A B. MSG DET AMEMB SAIGON 

~(C. ACDU 
:; D. 0345 29 APR 75 IN SAIGON FRO'" ARTILLERY/ROCKET ATTACK 
1 E. SAIGON SE~EN DAY AnVENTIST HOSP. REMAINS: WILL ADVISE 
,f\F. NOK: TO BE N!JTIFrED: MR. CHARLES MCMAHON (F) 51 
1. '-..,...MONTVALE AVE .. WOBURN, MASS. 01801. f G.""1H::Q I~FO RE ~ROVILJE[J Sf MSG8N ---.:..------
~ H. N 0 
J I. (1) (PEBO) REQ INFO BE PROVIDED BY MSGBN 
,~ ( 2) 414.30 
j (3) 13.00 SP PY FOR FOREIGHN DU. 

,-::' 
.' 

5:::-J ;.:;-: 

j (4) 65.00 (HFP) 
l J. NOT PAID 
1 K. REQ INFO BE PREOVIDED BY 
1 L. CHURCH OF CHRIST 

.''::) , "l 
MSGBN , 

j M. NONE 
.\ N. NO 

'-~ 

1 
i 
l 

1 1 o. 
I E. 
. F. 

'. M:"'~ /~~~O' 
~/' pru ';,/r" , ~ , () '" ' 

, /. " \ , vi'" w\.V'''. 
DAR ~n N L. J UOG E 89 99/0 34~' 1 Us.M'Clo ,I.,' , ',J \,",1\. <€J'l .• 

MSG DET A~EMB' SAIGON ~ ~ ~ ~ 
ACDU __ .,~ 
71345 29APR 75 IN SAIGON FROM AN ARTILlE~/RQtKET ATTACK ______ y'~. 
SAIGml SEVEt~ nAY AOVFI\JTIST HOSP. Rt:MAINS~,JILL ADVJ-S·E. ~. 
NClK TO BE NOTIFIEf):MR. H. JUDGE (F) 113 f\!E~ASrL'E RD., 
MAR S HilL L TOW N , lOW A 5 ,,) 158 

. ... " 

o 

J 

I 
REO INFO BE PROVIDED BY MSG 
~~~:-:2.~~::..!..!::"=":c!.-..!~-!"'!':~.l-U-_~----r====-4n(:'~;::;;·:-i· -.;:,,;'--.::h::,.·-=.::c--~~=c-~':-i 

(11 (PEBD) REQ INFO BE PROVIDED BY MSGBN MARINE ,-,-, .. : _ .. ;.~ r----,::-:;. 1) 1 I • (2) 398.4~ 

I (3) 9.0V1 SP py FOR FOR E IGN DU 
i (4) 65.0~ (HFPl 

J. NnT PI\ID 
+ 
i K. RfO INFO BE 
'~ .l. METH(li1iST 1 M. NONE 
~ N. NO 
~, 4..~ "111 q. N D S 
: -",::,_,~ __ t: ___ ---=:::::r"l~;""""'-"----:"-_-:":-':-== ~"':"=_ •. -' 

PROVIDED BY MSGBN 
,~ 

;-/ ... 

, • • ~_t~ ___ ' •• __ !'l . 

ArlM&~:~~ 
(/'5 ; _ .. __ ._ .. d_ .... ___ .~.~ ; ) 
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