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li:f'c, &...'r'lu :p::-cv2n erie:r:~y C.e~e::crr1ir:.s..tio~--~, tl;.e;y .. cc:1 :.i"' :: .. 2ces.3a.:c;y CG:'.1.tin"L:.e to s1..:s-c2.in 
los.ses at t:-~esa l-1igh o~ 2-1.:-en f:.ighe::..-- Tc.tes. (32..,..:_-:.2.i:-_ lost :'le·J.::::' its r:i.en :.r~ a 
five-;/e~ age gI·oup i:l 1·tc::.,.,ld \·Tc:.:.c I.) 7::--ie su:Jyl.ies -,;e say -:.,:e cc~:9t11re, evert 2.t 
the ::-2.te of earl~/ this ye~, aC.d c.Cout one-tl-.:.~::---.:. c: "'C.:1.e tvtal ":1C/I0ii>· .. su:rx:;l~r 
l"'eC:._~rerr.er.i.t. ·I·hat ~-.~on rt -~:rrea.'1-:. thei:c -02..2ks ei ·t.{.:.e:~. 

3. 

},'for-eover, -;-=· \·Te loo}: closer a-c er .. e~--r~y losses~ +.=,:-... e :_:,::..-..:__, .. 22 gets ',·:orse. Of­
ficial cl2.irns ovc~sts.te tC:e ene-::;y t::cc::_:is killed eZ.:. su::?J..ies captl:tred.. 

-c.:-.:.e r:-:i:-: of tac:.:_:.=._e;e,l si tus..tions leadi.C'l[s to ot:.::· :f".:~e:2.s 1 

.2..:-1C -:he t2.--ue ~\,.2.l"'C.02 1~es·~:ts cf t:r;.e :":..g:-.:.t.s ·0~.-- ...,..,_J~. 
-::-;~ri.i.:_e i~ er.:.d c:· :. .:~se.L:·) and pro·vicles a Jett cl .. ::: .. 2:a.s·~~= cf ..,~:-1e e;-.,; __ ::::·.-...:.=...s..-~:.. ·.re O'lei-·­

es t::.~: .. c..t 2-o:-! of e:::..r:::::..:·::-I l(I.A t:-.:.2.n \"Je c a[1. get rr1ere~:y ::._--e,~-:~ t:'"'.:.e five o::." t e:.;. s?ec:.fic 
i::..s-:cr.:.ces \-1he~c "t:;re k::.c:w :--:..c~•l r.T0.ch :;>G-ddi:-.:.J of t:t.:.c t-:.... -;..1."2s thei .... e 1.-rc~s. ::'o:::-- tde :-::ix 
cf ::.e..ctice.l s~·_:·;_;_z..:-.:.::.0~:2. i:--.:. -~he ta-;)le Oelo1.•1 o:-.:. 2-s..:--;;.:::.-- -:Jat~les~ O\ .. u' ::I.s.~:- so·,_;xce.s 

C::iefing iti ... te!.~·,:::..e--, .. ~s by 3G-e.cie:ral S.~ __ :\~ }•:ia:cs":_.~_::_:_. 
r;.2.20'.:" Catt:es c:· :.966 in great Qe-cai..:_; ·,:,,~e ::p::..s:;~-~~=--
~ne.se 

2. 
3. 
}, ...,._ 

5. 
,-­
o. 

~o~ ~~ndi~~ Zoni 
3.:--1e2·;·_~i att.s .. C:~·:S OUl"' yc.:..~i::cvc.,;,." 

"'IC/=:-/) . .s:~.:::·c.2:·, r,ur trco:9s 

C.cc.s not sc':;,rise us 

errerr.y: 

Cegree of su~~r~se 
ar:o-...cshes vc/I'N.C.. 

not :ce:90:rted 

Cllence n:eet.iY-.!.g engs.gen~ent 
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DECLASSIFIED 

=~"C,Tf:. l"2G°L-:..~c.!. ... Iv:,::_~--:.Ge a~c. r:::::·.~-- ::.'"'2:_)0:'"tS c-~:12::.-- te"".:.8,:1 t~e -~'_2~·7.,:_;:.:.·- ...,--~~:, 

on. sr.·.all c:-.;s.ger;;.er:.ts; s.:.:.d on :n:ic,.es e.r.:.d. ·..:,oo·:=.,y t1·s.:-.1s) ~---::. .. o~-:~ occas::.c:.:.~ .. =­
:;:i:cess c0•.1e2. .. ag-2;, CT.:.ci f::_"'c:;:1. our oi:-:::. :~_::.e::_,. .. ,.,ie1.-.1s c:· 2, -.:__·e-.-:r fo::.."':-t.:.e:::.-- ·:;2 .. ttdio:-.:. ccr::-(:.s:_d~l .. s 

Fo:: the ~..:::.··.J.e ou.:.::...:.:cr~a.es 'b~/ ~:r_9e :>: ... er-.. _zagc:::2:-!..::.:,, OW'"' i.~.:.foi·r::s.:~io~- is r: .. u.ch 
s:la}~ie::.." ·::Jecau.se ot t:;2 delicate :--.2.:t;..:.i"e of tC_c q_·L;.estio~.1.. T·hyee of the ·oattc:_=-._::_.=._ 
cor1.···r1S-"10.2:cs 1·.re ~::--.:.:.e~vie-:-:ed ·were ::_:2..::. .. :.ic-c..~a:cl~r C&:.:.G.::.d i:•:i t:: us o:;. this q~estiori; 
8.1.) ... l1·::i.~csha.:..::... 1 s- iLt~~"'vic1.-;:-s, a.lt:-.ov.g17. he ger_e::_--all~,r avoiQ.ed ·oociy-co1.:.:-.~ir-.g, 
}?ToviC.0c: colle-,.teTal ::_r-_: ... or~~atior-_ e:-_:iug:-'i. to co~:\r:i.nce l-iir:_ tl"iat t:1e er-.:.er:..:..,,.r .s co1.L""~te::--­
:neasu~c·es ~::o 0~1.::--- ai~ ~Q. a:ctillcr~/ (:.:.--c.ggi:::.:..g tactics a.nd lrL:..tlke~iLg) a::.--e alr::.ost 
er/ci~e.1_y successf-LLl. ':'his cor1clus:_on is devas~atir_g ir: its i:-r1:_:>l~e:at:.c;.'1s, be­
CS..llSe co::-:.:;-:--~8..t.1.C.e:::--s in t~;e f::..eld lea:-_ so ;:-.!.eavil~.r c .. -:. u G:. that a2:"t~lle1,~t s...'!.C. c.ir! 1 

i:1 r:1S.:.-:::-.:.g the~:-- c~airn.s fo:: .. e:::..e-r;/·;/ r=:_~... So}ne p~ess co,_;er2.g2 is :1e::.."°Ci:_•2:-:t, c.:.:.C.. 
~elia-::<~--= e;1.ouJf1, fol" e:•:2.l:--( __ :Jle t::at given to rece:-_t l'.i:c:.::,.::..r~e :'"""ig~.:.ts ~.:-... (;,...:-:5. ;:iec.:.:.--
t=--.:.e ItiZ. ?i:-1.s.lly, ,;.;c ::2..~ 6Et 0i:_:.s c:-.:. ene1n~.,- ~(~-~- f:~Drr.: tr~e _2.:.:{COV date..., 2.r.:d otl--... e::.-­
li~:e Q~ta, or. L-De t~r;;:.-::::i en.e:-r .. ~r :E'·.::::·ce s:_ze i:1 t::e Qj_f:---e:cer.L.t ty1:es o:" ~--~.ghts. 
2):ce:._c~ :..~1 the --re1--y 12:.';2 02ttlc.s, -:::e C.at& s~~c·.-: thc.t t~c;.e e:-1e.~·-~~.;-: .s ( e.s~:::scic:.lly· 
t:~e \/Ci s) :_Jrefer:::-eC. .:~c..·::-cic is to ·...:...se 2.. srr:.Ll.2.. :·c:cc:2:, .say a sc.:_~--.2.:?.;. :...u .:;i~;,;J.L.:.cc 

a lu;;;er L.S. ~_;_:1.it:- .3~~-- &. :;:ilatcc:.:. c::..-"' co:;::Jc ..... '1~/; s~-.:.oo·~~::---iz f:.:. ... or:.: c:or.:..::~~ . .::..e::. trenc:·.2.s, 
t:'.ey i::flict. as. r.~2.n~r -22.s1..:.alties a:: t:::.e:y ca...l c~\.:.:.c:•:ly 0:.1. .:ru..~ e:-c-_?v.s2C~ =-·-=·~"'ce., e.:-.. d. 

.2.rtil:2ry, 1-;:-bicrl ··;•:e c~~-. 1 .!~, 1•1e co·u....:..c;.n'-: get a 'Jer~r :a•,10::."2.-;:,le :•:ili ::."e.~::.v becs.:.:...s2 
["_e I'J.2..s~~ tt :;:>ut r.12.r1~r rric:::.-:. a:. risl-: co:·::?1?....Y'e:d. to t:.:.c: ~:\.:.:--:-teer of o:: .. :."s l'.i.e cs:~2:1.es in -:~-.. :2 

st:.Y:p:::-ise attac:cc. 

1·Tr .. en \·ie =._~iece t:-_ese 
t:.:.e folloi;-.,ir.lg pict·-1:cc: of 
result::..r:g fro:.--:: t:'"1c~:i. 
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a,.__;__,.:_,,_<.:., ~·78 ·::.s.se ·Ghis es~ir:~s..:~2 c:-_j_ c,:.:-:~~~ .. :::-.::::-:sj_·,/2 c:_:;:_~s, ~ ... :.. .. o:~~ ~~::.•2 ~.s-:.:. 
_:~--2-~:=.::•jr 2:Ji"\.r:.s:..0:1 s .. :: .. d 2.---~·ori°1 the ~.:&;:--:..: .. es;. an·~ c_-_ .:2::e.sio:-.:.22. t~j_,:,s cf· i: .. :,:.>::.---~-.1~~t.iur1 

a[ \r c:: .. -C: 2, g e 2. CC c:·1..t!".:. :_ 

e:~ .. e~:~/ 2..-ttac~,:s 
ou:c C.ug-il.1. t::."'OC:?S o::.-- ~-/e fight a-c; a ~actical c::..·,,;2-_:.a&e fo: .. a~y ot::2:i:.'' :tcc~.s·:i.-... 
accou:-,lt fol"' t:' ... e las:. ct..:.s?ter . 

...L ... ;ainst D.S. :oss2s to nines E.:l'J.d Cco'by t::."'s,;s ·we se:-i C\. c::--...:.:5.e :;-..: .. 2.ss of t:"i.e 
er:e1r1Ji:s losses to c·:..:::; hal"assrrj.e~.:.: o:-- 1-.:.ir;-i;. :rx.~--::.:·.:.~~=-~_.:- thro--...:;;h ?~I~-:_--.;.. ?oT 
:;,res e::~ })"'J.l"~c s es T";e off eT the ge~1.e::.~ous =----i gu ... l" c o-!..' '?50 =· 't,-[{l~. ~ti 2"g:::: .. ee 2 :·: .. :.:..-2 1•:i t:1. 

0 c.2:;::::.:.~ .. .::: .... ts v.re :: .... ight at c.. tactic:c2 a:5.•.rc=":1t .. s..ge, s·:..:::1 e.s fcol:;_s:-~ c::..c-::.y· s~=-c·~::-::Jt.s to 
C 1lBl"1---~-1 GJ dug-in cc~:.]EZ":..";f o:r 2--t:._11c::·:,r :)o.sitie;~--; :.:~e ~a:r:e c.r:.:.;·;..:..2:-~22 ~-:e .s~J::ir_.; 
or1 hi~·::. ar:.O. t::~e case.;: 11.':::ere a cc..,·i..~.-~io·,.::.s __,_ l·o.c::~.;- 'U.3& u.:,~_i..t co:~·::.:.~c..:_::~2::.·· C:.2·j2cts 
lL. ti:-:~e 5-.nd za::;,s t::-.c e:~2n~:r \·:Z"'J.o :..s t::.,..:;-i:-.:._; to ~~.:? ~::.:I~~ -::·:e est:_~'":".s.::.:2 c::-_2:·:.~ .. - los.s2s 

-·-·,-. -. , .... .,_, __ ·-· _,_. - ~ 

. '. . . ::a vie ~ene::."~J.:_y- rU[.:.S t::-1:cee or =--c--c.:: tc .:i~c., ·::;-2;.-~ 

a.o r:·iuc:::1. bette:::.0 • 

~~ ~~e o~ner cas22 

a. :catio 

as '1,e do claiL, 

- .- /',.,. 
..:..;. -~·_:) 

10 ,GC>J 10,000 

15,GGG 19,580 

55,500) 
:-:ote: 

l::..llcC. s:0out -::.~:•2 sc::.e r.:.·:.:J":.be~ of '--lC/:-~~-r.P-.;, : ... x-:.e:.:r c.":-::.-...t lC.,COO. Ov2:rall, i_:-_steaG. 
of 55; ~ =./; :·G:..--... s.r~d 97, OOJ losses tl tcget:1e1 .... ; -c.:-_.s ,2::_erny r~c..d ~u.:.1-cle:::- 20, OC·:J 1-CL.P .. and 
i..;-2,;,J'JC- ~~sse,~ ::. ~ toget:"le~:. or less -:~-.. arl half >J.-~; c::·:--icial :isu:ce. ,. - -1 --:-"' c.ll 

SEC(_ .. ·:•~-
-4-
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T:.:-e s·..::;;:;ilj_es -:=.::.e e::~::-:'1.~-- ~:eeets e.t:d tl;.--::: 2·:·.,::: . .:~1t ·.re. c2,:._:;tt1~'"'c: e.::.."e so litt2-2, 
t:-.2:..t nei. t::-.. e::: is ~.-:0::. ... ·t.':.1 s.::.;-.:.:.~-.:.g s~Oo1..1.:~.) 

:.1a,jc:,J_,i ty of OlU ... e:-.. fiac;e:. .. e:-.:.ts 202:-.. 2 2s tU(~)leass..:.:.t .s·,_-..~"~rises} e\ren t:-2.o\:.~~.:. E.ot 
tl',:s•.:rs 1'"\:lly cocrd.i!lc.::ed .::....~.i..li_.;_~C-c0, OUl'"' fielc_ cc:-~::-::.c:r!d2:cs a.~2 i~e·,ri t2:.:::ly er~ba~­
::assed in desc~i-.:Jing t:le ac-:::.or .. fu"ld. its res-..:=:..·.:..s. It is ..,ler·::l ::-.i.ai-·d i'o:-- c.. cor.}Js...:1:r 
or bati.:.alio~ co:r;1::.a1:de::- to aC.r:it 00 er:..yc~:e, e-:.:-e: .. .:~o :-.i.i~'!1self, t-::--.1c .. :. ::0 :-.:as :..e~ his 
force be aratu3~1cC.; 21d -:~1c~-::-~y do :--,~ct reL::_ze :.t_c.,·:. ~~o~ .:chE:~/ SJ·L1t ere.::- c~-:::e:c-2,t:.r_g 

' . . -~Tactices e.:ce at faLllt, 
~nc~~cr. So to ~~otect 

Jl" ·c.2 .. c·c: .. c:.:i..:... 

tns2y have 
consistent 
~eli ably, t :"1ro·~gi 
acq_uaintar:ces ,·:ho 
j1:r1ior of:f'icers, 
:lc.:ve is that t~.:.e 

fol" indi:cect l::Lll.s c·~u.e -~a 2 .. :i:..:..2::.."y and air; 
the clairceQ er:e::~~r ~·=fa. st ·02.ttalion 2-11d agair .. 
deg::-ee o~ ?robo:c:.2 del·o..s:_on is. so g:r·ec.:.~ as "'~c 

in fact 1ve arc O\tc:rstating t:-.. at. 

The ~igtl::.~.:.:s 
tti.re. :=:-~ 83~:j cf 

-- . . .. 
_·- - --- ~--1_1_,"-=-

·' slsc 

self-C.22..,_;_::, ic.c1. 
natio~~ conce~h; 
in t:rouhole, and. 

- - ... . - -:'.:J~c=-:~---:..-:; ";::2 :-:101.re 0~: 2.~10. J..e~ :.:.:1.2·t:. rr!i:,.,/2 
ir1 De:-~::..~--::. ·o..s. (1:·: .. 2 G"V}.Y ::--iaS cor:siste:-.:.·~.=_y :{'ai_.=_s;:._ :.c: ~'J::·Gv~c.e scc:"02."'i --cy s.r .. C. gove:::·~~ ... -
r:ien-:c ~-=.::·_-.i~CcZ :...:.: ... [...i."'2as 11 cl22"'ed!: o"i.' _;:.:c.e -ct:e~.~-~t ·:.~- ~:-~.::_~:..tc-:.·.':.'" c:_:,2:..'°'s.:C~o::s.) Thc:.t 
:::.::ear.:.s :.:::.·,:, i3:' 2.::-c:.--:.tio~: si.:.o·C.::..d c;·_;c:;.::~ .::22cI: .. c -:. se-.-~::.--e; :;:rob2.e~--~ '".:i.·c::-_ '.:"' .. ir.--., t~.:.e er.er.-~y 
co--c.ld. -- .,..,_ . -· . - -- . ·- -- ,,.. - ,,--., v _.,..,_.._.;.:" -'• V •·, ' V•----

costl:l atte .. 2}:.s. :-rav·ing lec..::.. ... :.ed 2.2:.st ~--.::.-u 
J. S. lJr.:.i t as l&.::.";;e: as ~ c.or:.~C-!..:.:i; o:c ::1or-2:: 
the er;..er;:.y !'-... as ylc..ced g:-2a_!~e~' er:-.y:1asis er:. 

T,~ce:-:2 :_s d(y,.,r:~1 tc one--::.o-:::..:-~G; if so, cor~ect:..:i e.3.:..:..i:::s.teC. e~12:r.r~~t "1;•;22l-cly 2..csses 
&.::'e ::··~_:--r:.i.ng e,bc1.:.t t::-.e ss:.·.-.::.: £. . .S lc~st yee.:~. 

-·, ·- -~---.. ,--.~ 
: ~ . -~ 

~- ~--i ~ 
~,..-_ : ... , .. , ·--~ ~-- ----
~) ~ ·>._.' . 
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::!..4,cc::::i - 2J_,ooo 

60,800) 

ri:.ent; 'Ll_r.:.C.c:r :. ~s .:;:,.-:,.,·-;:;:_.,, ,-cC.e 01.,2.e:\::.22 oi' 222:-::.:_~_:_z 2c:.-:·.Cs..t st c·ve1"'y o::._::9:r::."ti)_n.i·c.y ::.--2-
flects Oo:.:-.:. :::-_:.s c0::_:'idence &i16 :.:~e e"'• .. :....::;:: .. c c:.·,.:1--->· ·- o:-.:. er.:.err1::,r 1\.:C.~ .. as --cne :?~~i:::c.::·y 
o::.j·ect:.. ire. 

~-&..Y&..C.D:•: of a.;;1 ... 2.:..:.i-:.·e s~·:eep.s c;.:2d s.;,..:!c:.,..:. ... ~~-'"' ~c-:_--e:2::-·-:,;_.:_ ::..:-.:.i-~iat::.ve C:,...- -J.S. fc:cces. 
co;.~._:. . .:. .. J.e2. w:... ·c,.:-..: c..~·::vs~ total con~rol o::"\ -c:-.:.e e.ctio:-.:. ·:;~; t:-~e enert1y. 

L-, 

.. :.._L_ t~is 8.c.::-.. 2. _ vv ..;., ~::.ctt:.1--e o:c· c: .. :;c: .. ~i.r .. :c.:.~--3: 2,2:.:·:'.-:::.~, o-: -:c:.e:tiical de:'"'eats 
on t:_!_c ·..:;s.ttlc:::='ie=._i. ~·r.s:r a:"e; i:-.:.C.iv=._Q"L.:2.:.l:y, sr.i.c.=...: c.2:·23..--e,s :;_:,--.;. ·>2::~:-n.s o::' errg2..;ed 
forces) c~suc...=..tie.s; :-.: .. C '2laysed tir:~e. 

of ts.ctics.=:_ ., -- .... ,.... .-. ' .· 
u.c- cc.-;...v..; 
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;,~~~~:;f:0,r;;~~;x,7,-:;7.-,; •• ,~;'.':;;;·s:;r;'~?:::;~;s'.~~~,:Jr:z;:.;; 
CON Ff DENTl~L, • 

This interview is 'b•i~ conducted by Cpt JWA- Whitehome_ ,;14th MHD on .17 
June 1968 with. MG John J Tolson, CG., 1st Air Cavalry Oi:'lision. · ·Ttie sub.1eet 
is ~tion Pep,su~ (1-15 April 1968). 

Q. 'leneral Tolson., when was an ·operation to relieve Kne Sanh Coni>at .Base 
first conceived? 

A. T'.'>.the beet of mv memorv, the first :nention of our undertakin,i: an oper­
ation to relieve the Khe Cjanh Combat Base was !!!ometir,,e durine the week of 
21 Sanuary. General Cushman, CG, III MAF, on a visit to the division er, 
which we were in process of moving from LZ El Paso, south of Hue to Camp 
Evans, gave me an ordPr to start working on a contin~encv pl~n to include 
the relief or reinforcement of the Khe Sanh Combat 'RMe and t.,ree other 3d 
Mar Div bases (Ca.Lu, Rock Pile, Camp Carrol). Later- t.,is verbal. order lf!.S 

confirmed hv message on '251A28Z Jan 1968. · Ohviouslv., shortlv a+'tei:- this, 
the TEl' Offensive took place, anrl t'ien tli.e T1i;l' ·counter-offeI's.;ve that ket't 
u.s heavily- eni,,aeed d.urine t.he month of Februarv. 'l''1er~ was V"'1!"17' lit.tle 
mention of anv i ACD o:f'fensive into Khe 'fanh. However, ·duri:ri~ the latter 
part of Februarir; I'll have to c'ieck the rl.ate! the 2Qtli, we were told to 
preparP- a plan for go;~ into arid relievin~ Khe Sanh. In ad~it5on, w~ were 
told we ,-,ould have additi0nal forces, possible an ARV~' Airhorne 'l'ask Force 
and a ;,,r.:1rine 11e,,iment., arrl that the entire force (inclur\intt t.h,.,· '!~t~ ~arine 
Rep:iman-i.. at Khe Sanh) would be under m7 operatioml control 0.1, CG:, 1st Cav­
alry Dlvi sion. 

During the first week 1~ March, I hari to 1;0 to na Nan~ am nresl"!nt to 
CG, III MAF our plan for the relief of Khe -Sanh Combat Base. In attendance 
at this brie!inl? was General Abrams, deputy COMUSMACV, w"'o was etill in 
this area with his advance headquarters at Hue-Phu Bai. The plan was strictly 
ours from the outset as to where we would bas a our operation and how we would 
deploy our troops. We were giv.en no specific guidance ;n our directives 
as to how we would or should. accomplish the mission Mshned to us. Actuall-r, 
the mission was three-fold; one, we would relieve the Khe Sanh Combat Base; 
two, we would open Hi~hwa.y Nine frorr, Ca Lu to Khe Sanh; and three, we would 
destroy the enenv forces within the A0-03 can check through his files. to 
tabulate the specific written rlirectives we rece:tved on t.he sub,ieet. 'Which 
werevet-y few. D\tring the course of the development of the plan, Provisional 
Corps, Vietnam was a~tivated under General Rosson, and at that time, f'.',en-
eral. Abrams left I Corps· area with his advance headquarters from MACV, But 
all of our initial planning for the operation to inclur\e the concept,· e.nd 
which we carried out to the letter, was actually presented to Cl1, III MAF 
prior to the activc1tion of PCV. The main thing here ~s t~at the bulk of 
the developnent of our operation was done based on v6rbal orders onlv. We 
went on from there and developed our plans in detail. 

Q. Would you describe' tlie planning phaseci and prelim.~ nerv activi,ties 
undergone prior to Pe~asus? 

A. In thP. ea.rlv part of March, we reallv settled down to t't.~ailP.d ~lannfo~, 
We centralized division planniM activities under G-'3 Plans, Ma.1or Schwartz, 
and brought in representatives from the othP-r units that. ""'nuld be workin~ 
with and OPCON to us. Specifically, the 3d ¥arine Div~sion sent us several 
of.ficers. We also·ma.de contact •·i.th the two Regiments of JA'arines that would 
be working witli us, specifically the bt. Marine Regiment, ft-oin · 
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T k F X O (' ' I' · f'\. • • ) . ' h t b d ' f as orce -n11y 1.Sv .. ar1ne .JlVJsJon whic, wa3 o. e· use in our orce. 
Actually at on~ tir1e, another }farine Regj_;nent, t11e 4th, was desimated 'but 
this reg:i.m':'nt was cha.ng,2d to tl-ie bt Mar:i.ne Regiment from the 1,t 1'arjne 
Di vision. We estatli~, hed a planning tent here at Twans 1ust 5.n back of my 
11 HC'OCH11 • We ccn:10lid2.t:cd in this tent 2.ll of ti.a intelli~ence we could get 
on the area; maps; a.nd we even constructed a 5ann tahh model of the Khe 
Sanh area. There were, of course, nuincrous coordination and plannino.­
rneetings with PCV, 3d Madne Division, ttnd the Air Force. Of course, nt1 
coorrlination wit.h Col Lownrles and the 26th 1-far:ine Regiment at Khe '1anh was 
cl.(·ne by staff or corrrnand visits ctirectly wit'-> him at t~at location. 0:ne 
cf +. 11e kev t'1inP.;s that 1-iad to hi'! done durino- the plannin~ phP..se was to dev-
c :.·: p our opera ti on so that evervt tiing that went on j.n t lie Khe <:;:ml-t area 
,1:.kld be coordinated throul!'.h one headr-uarte:rs, our~, the 1st Cavalry Div­
isi,:n 's, once t,he operation started. Prior to commencinti: the operation., 
of course, the Khe Sanh Combat Ease, basicallv the 26th l-farine Relt'imental 
headouartcrs, pretty well controlled and coordinated all the aetiviti.M 
to include air and gro··nd in the immediate vicinity. In adiiit,ion, there 
were other air operations in t~e ~eneral area that were controlled hy other 
a~encies. The big point here is that when we started op~ratin".' with our 
1/9 Cav prior to D Day, verv close coordination had to be established for 
the c;:ontrol of fires; artillery., ground and air. Consid,~rable pre-pl.aming 
was done to insure that this coordination was understood, that it was as 
simple as possible to accomplish, and that its reeults were able to be 
·carried out. During the planning phase, one important thin~ stood out 
above all others and that was that the actual intelligence on P-t'Ound forces 
or the eneITt1 in the area was very vague and not vcr,y :positive. Everything 
was expressed in generalities. There was very little concrete informs;.tion· · 
on exact locations of eneJ'_!zy' forces prior to our goJ.ng in and getting it. 
Thi.s meant that the activities of our 1/9-Air Cavalry Squadron would take 
on a vecy., very important role in the whole operation. I established a 
requirement that the 1/9 would start operating in the AO at least six days 
prior to D Pav. It dic'l start reconnaissance operations from L'l Stud, our 
main base in the vicinity of Ca Lu, on D minus six, ~radua~ workin~ out 
in increasing concentric circles up to tlie K;he Sa.nh area, wondn~ at all 
times with an air CA'O -rrom the 7th Air Force or tlie 1st Marine Air Wi;1?i and 
with ;:i,mple support from SAC with B- 52 ARC Light Strikes. It. was· the 1 9 
that I had to rely on almost solelv to cstablJsh enell\V locationsJ anti-air-- · 
craft positions and strong po:tnts that we 'Would t17 to avoid in our initial: 
assaults and obviousl·tr in the selection of our U 1s. This was a kev- bit 
that became more and more important as we began to J?et rea.dv for our 
operation. Al3o in our work with the Fndneers o"' the 3d ~arine Div:i don 
(the llth En~ineer Battalion) and with. the Sea Bees, we :>tad to .do a lpt 
of· earlv plarinin~ for the estabUshment of our base near Ca Lu whic}J we 
designated LZ Stud, In rn:y pllms for the operation, I est.ablished a r~­
quireme·nt for an air strip at our base capable of h~ndlini,: C-1?3 aircraft. , 
If mv memory is correct, it was somewhere around 15 March that we COfflT'lleted. 
our reconnaissance for the establishment of the actual airstrie arrl work 
began. The initial constructi--n was under the supervision of the Division 
Engineer, LTC Townslev. But, the work was initially done bv t~e endneer 
battalion of the Jd Ma.r·i'ne Division. Later this was suJ)plemented, in fact 
tha strip construction was taken over by the Sea Bee Be.tte.lJ on, the 5t'1 NCB~· 
It constructed the airstrip and also the bunkers and T:'C 1s and .facilities 
within the be.se a.rea. Tl-iis, of course, hnd to be done prior to D-"Da.y. 
Another pre-D-Day requirement was to open Highway Nine_ betw~:n the Rockpile 
and Ca Lu. In fact., it had to be opened prior- to D min~. six so that we 
could start bringing in ammunition and fuel to stockpile there. This was 
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accompJisf:eri bv tirn }d Marin"' Divisic;,~ The :?"◊Ad, 6f course, wss ~en 
between Den;,; Ho. nnd the '1ockptl~ "t:t it hi,,i b1:?en clo11P,ri for "llite 1'~1'11le 
between the TtockpilP. r.nrl Ga Lu. Amthe:r Phase in th~ planniM, which I 1ve 
al::.-eadv men 1.ion,-,d, and wl-oich ,,,n.s of ~rcrt -i:nporta.nce, was th~ esta'hlishment 
of control of close ,"'ir support eircr~'- ft. An Air Force control pe.rtv was 
established ,'l.t FCV to a'>sist :in this. We receive-!. ri:reat, assi~ti:i.nce frooi it 
t.nd from the 1st !•l;- r.i ne Air Wing, The mcchr.r ism wa3 set up to control e.11 
:·"- :'craft supporting th? tr~ops in the AO Dnd <'l-11 ,.,_ircr-" ft reouir.ements were 
f r·~,:..:J.ed through Dj_vision Hc'lldqunrters. 

·,>· '.,rouJ.d you describe t.he pre-operl!.tioool n.li,P;nment of forces? 

In the p:re-op::r!'.tion/\.1 alignment of forces. so far M the Cn,v units were 
c:·r:ccrned ( we were to use all ~-hree b:rie(c>.cios in tius operation) the only 
unit th,'.:;.t we didn't plan to get into ti10 imnediate ,:trcn of KheSanh was the 
2/8 Cav which was to rem.:i.in ~t the rear of the AO in t~e vicinity of LZ 
Sharon at Quang Tri City with tho mission of closelv defend5ne our base 
there where we la2.ger quite a fow nircraft-about 100. The pre-oper,11.tional 
alignments so far a, the three brigades of the Cav were concerned were 
basically unchan~ed and thcv assembled right in their 1.nmediate JEB STUJ.RT 
AO 1s in which they were operfl.ting. We staged the Jd Bri~de on D-1 into 
the vic:i.nit•r of LZ Pedro, just norlh;.ierrt of Quang Tri City. It we.s tram,­
:ported by 1 AC'D aircr2.ft and then bivouacErl in the hills in the vicinity 
of LZ Pedro. On D-Day it was the lead off Brigade~ The init.ial. assault 
troops went in in Hueys direct~v frc:m LZ Pedro to LZ's Mike and C.qtes. The 
rest of the Brigade was lifted in "hooks" to LZ Stud where it transfen-ed 
to Huevs as they return~d from depositing their first assault troops. This 
started a continuous .fi.l.ow of troops from 17, Stud which then baoa.me the min 
loading point for au/ subsequent Huev lifts into the ob.1octivP area. With 
the 2d and 1st Rri~ades, it was not neces~ary to sta~e them in the vicinity 
of LZ Pedro because of their proximity to the· ob,1',?ctive a:i:-ea. So other then 
assemblinl?: their troops right :in their own AO, no shuttlin" to stage lE.S 
involved and they- were 'hrouo-ht in directl,r from the AO. But tlie same 
shuttling of troops by "hook" from tl-1eir previous AO to L7. Stud ,md +hen 
the short reshuttle by Huey to the objective area was done witli both of 
these brigades( and t riis greatly ex-oedited ~et ting +.he t.roops into the ob­
jective area. The 1st }lfarj_rie Rcdment whieh·wE-.s in Hue-Phu Baf, moved up 
to the Ca Lu area just before D-Da,,; in fact, one of the battalions that w"s 
in this r&~im.ent, the 2d Bn, 1st Regt, arrived in the vicinitv of L'?: Stud 
on D minus six.) It set up the defense of LZ Sttrl and througli.out the oper-

cl.tion performed this vital mission. Uni ts, of course, :f'ran the Khe Sanh 
Combat Base were all loc::.tect in tho vicinitv of Khe ,1anh where the.v 1d been 
since Janu,:ry. The ARVN Airborne Task Force with its three battalions was 
flown from Saigon to Quang Tri Citv·where it marshalled and was hrou~ht into 
the objective areti. in the same manner that lllY brigades were. It W,<-s the 
fourth bri~de sized unit to mnke an :;.ssault. While the Task Force ~s in 
Quang Tri City, it had considerable training under the auspices of th~ 1st 
BrigMe on air assaults and on the tn,e of operation tha.t we do and that 
they were going to h:we to do. Prior to D-Da.y also, considerable artil-
lery was brought into the Ca Lu area. Actual:cy-, there was an 8 inch batter.r, 
two 155 batteries, nnd a 105 battery in the area prior to th" li:iunchinl! of 
the attack. So, e.s I etated before, b;r D....na.v., we had the_ 11th 'll},f?.ineer Bat­
te.l..i.on of the 3d Marine Division in the Ca Lu-'!.~ Stud area and a great parl 
of the 5th Sea Bee construction battalion. The last i.ri.fantl"V' canbat unit, 
the ARVN Ranger Battalion, was already in the· Khe Sanh Ct:.ba.t _Ba.se.wi~k. 
the 26th Marine Regiment. FinaUT, and a.ga.in,·we had prest~d a eonsid-
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err.1b1,, ·1u,0:1•~1;.c --~ ::.::J ''.l(' ;c' S:,'.,l·- ";'>',.";, p!'ior to D-Dav, ~r 
CO.fi"/0~~.::i h-:'.~C ··~t;·!·~•i~, .~. -·--.-:..1i!1- f1~0:1L ;;.-•,_·),!; rrz, ··.,-, t..'? "~tu.J,, 

_4.. 7hor(~ w;~·.~, n~ ·-:r.,\.c.~.c~~ rc:1son oth 1.JJ·~ :~.:Yir; that 3d Brir~ade had tlie AO 
fi'r\h·:.:3\ to th:; -1::c/U~.;}: a.nd h,!?,-:_1 t:·r..1s .t\i·r-th._., ~. ~J-~,;av from the objective area, 
i':-:c1:: meant .::.t had :· . .;, l·-' ,,tc'. .,,--,d t!'i:·,·,·-:+ "r: intc·rm;)diate l0<1t1tion. But also 
mo:it ·:.mpon;:"nt, :; '.Y:rt )four ".)}.rl .!.\ -Lh:· 'i(,_t:>r:igc:tde'~ P,nd 2d Bde's, was 
bc:ir;g tr:ke! ,_:,,::!:,-, 't.y ,r,i.:..s cf t•~2 101st _,/\j_!"h<)rne Division; specifically 
the, 2c-1 Erir;ti\e 1">f the 1Clst .U.rborne Divjs:i.on, which was located to the 
sc-1..::th o: tis. Th:Ls ,-::.so m,:cant that it w,c,.s much more logical to start moving 
out from th,0

, ~-cu:tl-i so th,,,t th<~ units cf the 101st could move :l.n toward!! 
the nort:-1, taking over the responsibilities of the AO as ,-,e vacated it. So 
that I s the rea,nn the Jrl Br::l.gacte was elected to spearhead the operation. 

Q. Would vou descrihe the deployment of forces in the AO and th·e reasons 
for such? 

A. I th,ink I ca.n do this wi.~hout a nep. I ws.nt to stress here that I "i~v~ 
GJ diagramrni11~ these movements day _by day so they' 11 he available for this, 
showi"g just how we lldva11ced with our assaults. (Appear in After Action 
Report) You want to remer:1bcr what I said hefor~ r.nd +,1y-t was t'1at hll.rd 
intelligence was sadly lackin11, on enemv locations in t'1e nre.!'.. All you 
could get were n:enere.lit:i_e:5, so t½is conditioned nt.r movement into t,t,e area 
consid0rc.bly. Mv first move on D-Dl!.V w1s r.m Pir ::i.ssault by the 3d Brigade 
within range of the artillery I h;,.d in the Cn Lu-LZ Stud t=1.rea. The e.ssault 
was up the vv.lley astride Highway Nine to two LZ 1s--JJ.ike Md L~ Cll.tes on 
the .extreme highground to the North of the vallev. On LZ Mike, we assaulted 
with the 1/7 nr:d on Ct\tes with the 5/7 C.'.:v and then air landed the 2/7 Cav 
on LZ Mike.· At the same time, over land, we st~rted the First Marine Reg­
iment from Ga. Lu on each side of tho high•-1ay; one battalion c.gain on the 
south side of tho river w.llcy and another on the north of the valley._ Ite_ 
J'llj_ssion of course was to cpon the road as far as LZ's Mike and Cates and 
to protect the Engineers who were to innnedi:-i.tely start their work of opening 
the ro-:!.d from Ca Lu to Khe Sanh Combat Base. Also on D-Dey we got a. 105 
bat-ter-1 into LZ 1",ikc and nlso one into LZ Cates. I 1d like to point out 
tl':oc this ~s a rem'l:rkablo aohievement. Due to the wa".ther, we could not 
coII1J:icmce air ~.ssaults on J.-Dav until t'.round 1330; yet by lA-te afternoon., 
WG h~d completed assaulting arrl bringing in the entire 3 battalions o~ the 
bd_s::.c1e and 2 batteries of the direct support 1~5mm artillery with the nec­
essrry supplies to keep them goin,<,;. This means, verv simply, that the · 
movement of troops by "hooksu. frcm the marshalling area into L'7. Stud. and 
the movement of t~e troops by Hueys out ·of LZ Stud into the two LZ's was 
verv professionally- done and the timing wc1.s and had t,o be perfect.. I'd like 
to point o~~ hore al3o that throughout the Khe Sanh oper~tion, it soon 
beet.me app;:i,rent that we were usually not going to he able to get going 
"full bl~.strr in our airmobile operc>.t-ions until ,!l.rotmd 1300 or at the 
earliest, noon. For all of the assaults thD.t we made in the :initial phe.se, 
we were unable to ~et started prior to lJOO. After D-Day, in nrr plan, 
there was no firmiy fixed decision on the exact LZ 1s to be assaulted by 
the ?d Brig~de, the 1st Brigade or the ARVN Airborne Task Force. As we 
progressed towards Khe ,Sanh, we, of c-:iurse, shifted the activity of the 
1/9 because of the indefinite situation concern.i.rig enemv loc-"l.tions. Although 
we hc,d tentativelv selected 13 's for the P.ntire assault portion of the 
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opur,'.1.tinn_, :Lt w2.:::: c;t·r';ssed th:::t we t".O\tld ri.t1kc, i;J.nd woul<l r:,,'.'..ke if neeessc!"lf, 
chr.n'.· :,::: .in .. c'. ,;;,.l L-~ 1 s. :'.'ow,. -,n to U.1:·:::.n.0:; J h,.-,.d c'eeided th~t we would not 
move too ~-,:Tldl7 .~d c ~n::·;scq,rnr-.t !!~s2.1:.l~~s ?.ft er the 3d Brigc.1,de -was in. I 
._-:;i;-cn ~tcmpl'l.tf.'j tht.-'.:. it would he 2.s 1,-.tc ns D 1plus 3 before I made an 
::'.:.,,.1ault with t;..,e 2d Brigade. ThJs w.s i.n c.1.se .':.,;,v djfficulties were en-· 
cou .. 11tcred i21 dder~:--i.rd '.'g the enerrr.r sjt,u:,ti'JD in !'rent-- of the 3d Bri.ade. 
':Cc+. I'm trying to :c;tress )v::re is th:,t we ,·1cre not fixed on the exact 
~ ,_ +."en of LZ 1s nor :-,n tf-ic t.ir.ring of n.ssr.mlts. 1-Je were f'irm whe:re we 
·wr_ ,•,_, -~Jin,c: cin D-D,·.v .• obviov.i;lv, and we were pretty well settled on the sub­
s c,c.-1r.:n·~ moves. Bc:'; if it appeared tht:t wr, "r.cd m1.de a. bad selection dur~ 
our c: .. rly planninr, wr; w.ere flexible to c'",:cnr.;o·. /,nd when on n-Dav, we 
rccdved no opposition t'o speak of, that ni'1<ht, I imnedi-'3.telv sta-t13d the 
work o.f t,C(:f,ler,"'ti.n"' 0,nd expeditint; our a.dvA.nc:e. We decidert +o asS.!!.ult t'"'e 
2/7 Cn.v to LZ Tl-ior, which wc1s further r,,f,st, up Hil"hwav ~-line on tJie high­
grour.d in advnncc of LZ Mike; cl.so, to co:npl0te the lift, of t'1e 105 b8.tterv 
to LZ 1/dke plus a 155 be.tte:ry; and further, th/lt we would assault the 2d 
Brignde into the AO on D plus two. The operdion on D plus one w•nt without 
a hit ch· 2.nd we continued right 0n into D plus two when we e.ssnulte0 the 2d 
Brigc.de. One b~ttD.lion went in on LZ wb.:i.rton (2/12 Cav) end one went in 
on LZ Tom (2-5 Cav). We then airlifted the 1/5 Cav into LZ 1/Jharton the 
se.Re dr.y. We also put a battery of 105 1s into LZ Torn l'.nd a ba.tterv of 105's 
into 12 Whe.rton. On D plus three, it wM decided to c:omJ:)lete the artillery 
move into LZs Wh<'.?.rton and Tor.-t (The rena.i.nin~ 105 be.tterv and a brtterv of 

IS6's~s), to initiate the ground assault by- the 1/5 Cnv towards the Old French 
Fort to the northw::1st, ,'?.11d to launch c.n r.tt2.ck by e. batta.llon minus (1-9 
M:.r) of &rines f'rm the vicinity of Khe Srmh Br:se proper to seize Hill 471 
which overlooked the Base from the South. Everything went £1.long VG't'V well 
on D plus two, .f.nd on D plus three, so we , .. _ss:-.ulted with the 1st Brigade · 
into LZ Snapper on D plus four. We assaulted one battalion (l-8 Ca.v)· and 
~irli:t't,ed ~nother (1-12 Gav) ~nd got in their 105 batteries that dny. · On 
D plus five, we brought the remainder of the artillery (15"' s) into LZ 
S72pper, launched the two battnlions on attacks with the 1/12 Cclv going 
t,:'·Hard L-:mg Vei Special Forces Camp. We decidc-:<l .the next day to· go ahead 
wL;h the c.ssault of the ARVN Airborne Task Force. On D plus six, the 
,~'<.\'1.; Airborne Task Force assaulted into LZ Snc.ke. We got all three battal­
inr.s in tho.t dny :,,nd two of tl-icm moved off· the L~ attnckin~ in the direction 
of J- 11 oir objectives nnd their artillery- was brought in. The LZ's, stnrting 
w::., \ ':'o:m c2nd ',vharton in the 2d Brigade, then Snapper nnrl Snake, as y-ou•ll 
s,:o,'. ::1 <.t mc1.p, envelope::! the Khe Sanh .'.!.re11. We established comnr.nUng pos­
j_,:.:;,,:,0 t'..11 within mutu.c1.l .'1.rtillerir support of ~..,ch other on the hi.~hizround 
ov<c:r•:1.0::iJdng the whole are?. of Khe Sr.nh proper. So this meant that we were 
see;,r,•e, but still we did not hnve positive locations of erimrr forces, 
2.J.1·,:1ough we h.:i.d alre .... dy on D plus one st,nrted running into enemv posi+,ions 
nstcjd.e the roc1d Hest of LZ Thor. It becz>.me obvious thc1.t the· l-.'VA was well · 
cmplaced and deploved to defend a~ainst An attack up the road, Hiimwav Nine, 
between TH:ffi <?.nd Khe S,1nh Combat R'.'.s e. But the tmportant thing is t hnt we 
hnd encircled the enrniv verr rnpidlv "nd he wn.s pretty well OV'=lrwhelm.ed 
with our m~ss of troops nnd firepower, artillery nnd air. We used consid­
erable nunbers of arc light strikes (53 to he exact) st~rtin~ on n minus 
six a.nd continuing through the entire operation. As I said before, we had 
nll the close cir supPort we could use from the 7th Air Force and the 1st 
Marine Air Wing. It \-rs really ll. terrific exnmple of firepower and mobility 
on a sc.:ile that, pcrson,'llly, I 1ve never heard of bein~ U3ed before. When 
you figure that we assaulted c21l three of our brigades here plus the artil­
lery we hr'.d, it '\\CS quite c-. massive operation. There were Quite a few ensny 
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.~round te::.:-:-ct:', oppc~,l ~ g us; they htid.n 't w_; t h,::h-::wn. Eat they did in m:...ny' 
Cf.'.se::. :tftc!" :iur ,~:--,:,.::1.::u.~, t,)ok pl~·ce.,. lcr:.vi~g t'-1,:,ir we;:i.po!1S an positions they 
i~erc dcfcndin-:: :end w1d r;'; w,:: ,,ccupierl, I w:Juld S.'.\V thri.t it. w.-ts an overwhel­
-::d.ng o~~rt~t.ic:-r: (·1y i-,rh}c:-~ ~.1JC took ov ,r that .?,:rc.3 . ., 

Fiektivc ;.,.::; f.i::-c ,]~1rport,; I ti,ink t1v1t. l .::cw•~i~ed it pretty well, We had 
nv,:-:r 100 tubes· ()f lO:;ir:-<111 h".)witzl:T:J ir: this cp,•!""•.tii'>n; two hatterias of S 
i'."c:: 1,owitzers, 5 b:-:i.:terics of 155 hc·:-1itzd'S r>.s T recall. r,re h,,,,d a terrific 
:,rcy,;-if: of tube ;:,.rtHl :7• plu~, 5.3 Arc Ught Strikes nurinl! this oper ... ticin a.nd 
:-,'t ,,: ~,Js c.lo3c nir Si,'.)tY'r~ m:issions 2J.l rJf ,·r1iich col'!ITTlenced wjth our act:.. 
:v,; _i s with the J../9 l:~v, on D minus six. 

~->·.re w,;r," no ;• 8Al biP. ch:'n.1=; es in pl::rs oth~"r than the rn,i ior one of the 
rup::'..d termine.tion of the op,·:rcJ.tion nnd the turnabout to pull out ·and extract 
irt o;.•rl.i.,:r to ,-et r,~,:::.dy for C';perntion Delr:.wu·e in the A Sh!iu Vallev. On 10 
i\p::-:;_;_ .•· I i-.as viaitcd by the Corps Corrmandor· nnd told to start ma.kine, plans 
to extr2.ct M fast ,"3 possible back to Ouan,g: T.ri Citv ru,d Cfl.mP 'lw~..ns :il1 -
order to assault into A Shau V."lley. Actually, we startsr:l extrActfog on 
the next dny, the 11th. This was, as I spid, ~ dP.finite surprise. I had' 
not cnticip~ted this order nor its coming ouite thnt early. In some wave, 
it was a bit of a disappointment. But as I 1ve said before, I've always 
we.nt,9<1 to go into the A Shau v~11ev. The wenther at t'1iS time wc.s a big 
considertttion; ev"rvone w.-1.s convinced that April was the best month for 
airmobile oper~tions in the A 0hau v.:-,lley and April would soon be over. We 
hcd met with ~eat success in Pegasus. It was obvious that the ene!J\Y' op­
position was quickly ovcrcome--between the B-52 bombardment ~nd the massive­
ness and lightnin~-like th,usts of our airmobile operation, the immediate 
resistance in the u.rea adje,cent to t"le Khe Sn.nh eompleX never had a chance 
to succeed. How-wer, it wes quite obvious that t"lere were forces fer to 
the south of our irmnedil'.te area c.nd ru.so to the north rmd northwest. On· 
the loth, just before getting this notice about the A Shau, we had pl~ed 
13 cir assaults for the next day with t'1e 1st .:ind 2d Brigades going south 
to where we hrd_ intelligence of the enell\Y being loc,.,_ted, and with the 3d 
Brigtl.de Msaulting with its units to the north fr0m its position around 
Khc Sanh. The 1st Varine Regiment, also thnt s.me d.:iy was planning to go 
in w:i.th 2 or 3 air assaults north of their AO into the vallev west of the 
Rockpile. · 'When I got this directive to turnabout, heading back to iset ready 
for A Shau, I hnd to cancel all those assaults for thr-,t day. I feel that 

·in some respects it was mfortun:1.te trwt we didn't get to CD.ITV these out­
really giving the surrounding 2rea a good going over in a period of a week 
or ten da,ys prior to having to depart. But there were certainlv overwhel­
ming considerations for us to get on bRck and on wit~ our new mission of 
getting into the A Shau. 

There were no great problems in our coordination of the op~r~tion, This 
was certainly a team effort with all the services, ArrrtV', Navv, Marines and 
Air force in this toaether, It was auite a gratif'ving ex1:1erierce for me 
to ha.ve undP.r mv command t 11e Marines and Navv F0rces that we had for the 
operation. As Isa'', we had no problems. I feel that the whole operation 
went off verv· smoothly-. I was given the utmost ~upport by ev~~one-Air • 
Force, Navy, Mnrines rnd Army. You had e.·lot ofcoo!"dina.tin~, n~turaUy, 
but we encotinterAd no r;,:re:"t difficnlttes. 

There were no limitcctions or restrictions placerl on our actions exceot, 
of course, we couldn't cross the bounde,ry bet.ween Laos end Vietnam. That 
ma.de for difficulties because some of the most damc'l~5 n~ artillerr fire we 
received came from the CO ROG MounU\ins in Laos. He were not, of course., 
permitted to put ground units in there to elirnin<'.',te these .fires a."ld th1s is 
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uncl c-.rst::nd.a't1c., ~- :--..,::t·~i'le, I h,, ·:i no r 05t,:-ieti"n~ t 11.::. t I ~:!"! awe.re of. It 
W:tG ::t WCP.dcrf1.1J e:,--;,;~r.·1• :r;n i.'.!\-rl I ,f;;.SL gi ·10:; complet, e chare;e of all the troops 
:in trie .A.◊. 1 ~c' .. t_.he.::.r f 1D..l suyp0" ... :';rY.°! thero W'.,,3 no C1uest.i0n of comnP.nd 
c:,r who W£•.s cr,1.Ji~,c r.:-, Si";n~.J.s :!.nd, cil' c,-_~•.crse_. just as important, I hnd the 
J'iJJ.:~ sup,-_tJort of f.J;:n•,r:,l R,)330n :,.t Provisi '.:r,,:,l Gorps Vietnam anc. of III M.AF 
;_nc-1 the Th,,,..,t:.,_,r-. It \-1;.;s, 2.11 in all, 1 tr:,n•:f:i.c op0rntion nr,d if you can 
r,ot. :i_-,-,_t,o th.· d0taiJs 1 y·,u e,m 1 t help Lut re."..Li.ze it was ::t great achievement 

Cc:· '"· ~ ,... , ~·-, --~- · -~ 1 ! i~ ~ 
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,/' 6. ( C) MISSI:N: 1st J\ir Cavalry Division (Reinf) ,-attao;s--~~- P 1Ja.v to open 
Hwy 9 from Ca Lu west to Khe Sanh Combat Base, link .up--wit~ forces at KS and 
search for and destroy .enemy forces in assigned ~O._ . 

7 •. (ci CONCEPT. OF OPERAT.I~N: During the period u-:31 March 1q6f3, the 1 ACD 
: .. initiated preparations -and developed, plans for the conduct .of Operation 

. f~ASU3/Lt,M SON 2<:J"/ A. T_he development phase was initiated with the construc­
tion .of- a C7A airstrin at LZ STUD; upgrading of Hwr:.9 between the l?OCKPll,E 
and Cf, LU,·· pr.estock1.ng of .supplies at L~_S'T'UD,_ exteJ'lSive aerial recon bv 1/9 
Cav Sqdn to prepare the battle.field an_d selection and _clearing of L'7. 1s· using 

_.. ~AC -AI~, Art_iller~r'. and B..52_ Arc Light strikes.. Securitv. for the construction 
.- .•, ... : e_t~~rt. at ,L'l.. STUD was. init iall,v provided by the 4th;- ~.ax;.ne -Redment, one 
· -__ ., ,t,.hen two companies of 1. AC1) and on D-1., by one battalion of lat ~arine Rerl­
.. :; .merit .which worked in an expanded AO around 11, ~TUO and SIGNAL HILL. en T)..Tlav, 

. , the ... lst Marine.-Ret?iment, wit,h one Bn securin~ the AO·s_urroundi~ t.,e l ACD CP, 
:. - conmenc.ec:f..operations in its aasi~ned AO. -The basic concept of operations 

wa.s as. follows; 1st Marin~-_Regt with 2Bn 1s would.attack'Wttet of the 1st 
. , . Marine, Regt AO and att~ck West tow.:u-d Khi Sanh •. Ch-_ D+l _and on all elements 

.\! · would contin~. the att.ack West toward ~e Sanh •. Cn T>f-~ the ~ '8de, l ACU 
wou].d ~ir assault 3 Bn1 s SE <>f Khe Sanh and attack NW. 26th P'arine Regt with 
.1 Bn. would att4ck South from Khe Sanh :to secure hill 47l. · .~ D+4 the 1st Bde 
(-) l ACD. would. air assauit w.t.th 2 En's South of Khe Sanh ·and attack to the 
N,.orth. D+-' the .3d /J3N,Tr' (.-RVN) would dr nssault-with,.3' Bn,ts SW of Khe Banh 
an1 attack SW toward Lang :Vei Special Fcrces Camp~ en -order t,lie 26th Marine 
Regt (-)· would attack to the West out of. Khe Sanh. · 

8~-- t C) EXECUTION; 
a •. General; Operation PF.GASUS/LAM SON '2/YlA was a oiassi~ ex.ample of the 

. oa'pabil,it;r of the Airmobil:e Divisiop. to extract fran.,one combat area. am 
- rapidly combat assault into another IIl81\Y miles awq. · Further, the closel.3' 

integrated reconnaissance/fire supPort_ effort of t_he 1/9. Cav. with TAC Am, 
. ar.t,illery., and B--52 Arc Li.ght strikes· du-ir.g the peri<Xl D-6 to t>-Da.y was an 
almost flawless demonstration of properly preparing a battlefield when tac-

. tical intelligence is not available. T.he mission of the '01.vision was aecom­
·.- plished by the, effective and. rapid deployment and ~iate employment of a 
. total. of 14 battalions. ( B-1 ACP, 3-USMC, .3-ARVN). Tluri~- the initial recon­

nais.sance efforts, it,. became, evident that the enelll'1 had esta~lished positions 
;desi_gned to delay or stop any attempt to reinforce/relieve Khe Sanh. Primary 

. · positions were established on key terrain features_ both ~brth and Sout.h of· 
·: , Hwy 9-. ,\s a r.esult of the rapid introduction of combat troops into the AO, 

~ 2-- the en~my soon found allied ~l"OO~ in the front of, behind, and on the flank 
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of his positions and his units wore forced to fight in an area and/or directior.i 
not of his choosing. Harn.ssed by continuous a.erial·bornbardment, reconnaissance 
efforts by th0 1/9 Ca.v Sqdn and a versatile offense, the .enemy was forced 
to abandon his positions and withdra,,1 from the battle area. In his hasty 
retreat, d.i.scipline disappeared as evidenced b.y the large amo\D'ltS of equip­
ment, weapons, mnmunition and supplies literally abandoned on battle positions, 
The enemy was confused, disorganized and demoralized resultµ1~ ix} b:f:s can- · 
plete defeat. 

( 1) Mar.euver: 
(a) D-6 to D-Dav ( 25 March-1 April): ON D-6, 1-9 Cav Sqdn init­

iated extensive reconnaissance operations in the PEGASUS/LAM SCN 2<':llA AO. 
The mission oft he 1~9 Cav during this ,period we.s to .fj.nd ·the· 
enemy, d0stroy his :-:mtiaircraft capability, acquire hard intelli~nee !or 
explo:i.t:1-t.ion, and locate and prepare suite.ble LZ•s. The soua.dron was sup­
ported during this period bv one 8 inch howitzer battery that was moved :from 
LZ SH;~RON to CA LU and one 105mm howiteer batte'!'y that was moved f'ran, -LZ 
3HARCN to V: STUD as well as TAC AIR, :.RA and B...52 Arc Li~t strikes., . Known 
or suspected enemy antiaircraft positions and troap concentrations were souizht 
out and destro:ved. L'Z 1s were selected and preparations or t_be L~•s for future 

· .. use was accomplished by TAC Am usin~ special fuzed boniba ,('Oa,isy Cut.ters) E!.nd 
· B-52 Arc Light strikes. During this phase of .. the operation, _1-9- Ci\v.developed 
targets for ~32 sorties· of TAc· Am, 49 special~ fuzed:cons1:,ruction sorties 

.(Daisy Cutters) and 12 B-52 Arc. Light strikes. The ·tlio~ousrhness ,of battle­
field preparation was demonstrated when no 1 ACD aircraft\ ~re lost d~e to 

· A:A or SA firing during the air assaults into the LZ 1s.-.:· : .. ; ·· 
. l ACD Enr,ineers s11pported by USN Mobile Constructi-on: .Jlattal,_i~n (MCB) 5 

. ·a.na. the· 1:lth Engineer Battalion (USMC) initiated. constructd.on~_of .a .. C-7A 

. · ·airfield and p;,..rking ramp, logistical. facilities.~ ·b~er eompl,e~ at J.,Z ST~ 
on l:4 :ttiarch. By 0,-6 a type, II C-?A airstrip (l500x60P. feet),·<•~~:ton · 
st·orage areas, aircraft am .vehicle refµel fac.iilties; a;nd, exte_n~lve rOl!d nets • 
in the vicinity of LZ STUD were canplet.e or near ppmpleti<m •. '. Th~.-,C:"'.'! A; fil,ir­
st.rip was completed on 31· March and by 6 April the_ rw.xway hjl(}, ~en ext.,ended 
to 2300 ft to accomoda.te C-123 aircraft. C Company: Of-·l...;12. Gav was airlifted. 
to C,". LU on D-6 and placed (llCON to. 2-1 Marines• for; 1ecurjty <?t' th.e art;Uleey 
batteries supporting 1-9 .Ca.v Squadron and !'~her p~ovic:iing security for Engr 
work parties at LZ stud. T'-1is company was re:µiforoed J°>Y' .C Canpariy, qt 2-5 
C,:,.v on D-3. As · D-Da.y appronched, the intensity of :reccmru4_sse.nce, and con­
struction activity increased. The 1 ACD· TAr qp a$r)it't89- tq L'Z ~tJD on 0-1· 
and became operr-i.tional at 1500H. Ch D-1, 2d Bde 101st, Abn ~vision as,e'!ll1led 
responsibilitv for the portion of the JEB STUAf:IT- AQ-vacat,ed,, by J;: ACD and the 
security of Camp Evans._ The 3d Bde, l ACD moved to ma.rsh~Ung _areas :Vic­
inity of LZ P<3dro in preparation for D-Da.y air assaults •. :.AJ,so, ~t Q800 hours, 
1 ACD ·recei.ved oPCON of the 1st and ?.6th ~a,rine RegiJne_n~~. . . . 

· (b) D Day (1 Apr): At 010700 April 1968 t'1e. att·a~:k P'1r).Be of' 
Operc.tion PBG!.SHS/LAM SON 207 A commenced as two b°'ttal(ons ,<?f the l~t ~ine 
Regt attacked west from C:\ LU along Hwy 9. The 3d BQ.e,.,l ACll;wc3rs __ air $.S-·· · • 

saulted/airlifted fr<ltl its marshalling area vicinity: -Li Pedro (Yt>"002~5) · 
by combination of UH-1 and CH-47 D.ircra.ft to· Forward L~ •s/L7, Stu<f. Elenents 
airlifted to LZ Stud were further air assaultedlairli:fted into forward t7. 1s. 
1-7 Cav air assaulted into L7. Mike (~ .937409) •. 2-? Cav was-Airlirted'-tnto 
the srune.LZ. 5-7 Cav air-assaulted into L'7, Cates. (XD 927437). Both L'l's 
were secured. No significant enemy resistance was encount~red as the 1st Dav 
of the operP.tion ended with ell objectives secured, Che Bn (1-l Marines) o! 
the 1st Viarine Regiment provided security for -and conducted operations in. an 
AO vicinity of the Division CP at LZ STUD, a mission it was to retain through-
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out th<> ·operc'.tion, . It ts sign1..ficant to not:.o th&t ground fog, haze, arxi low 
11anging clouds dela,yed t'ie air assault of the 3d Me until 1300ft, This 
phenomenon persisted t'1eou~hout the opc,r;,tion. Even with this delay, the 
Brigade and its supportins .artillery ·were in position prior to darkness. 1st 
and '2d l;kle, l ACD continued operrtions in the eastern portion of the. PEnAStBY'­
LAM SON· 2.Q?A AO vie LZ's Betty (YD 335504), Sharon {YD 136492) and J~ (YD 
37?Li-32), while preparin~ for. future ccmmitments. (See TA13 A, TA'l3 l3). 

(c) Dt-1 ( 2 April): Offensive oper.'ltions continued 1n the AO 8B 
1st Marine Regt (-) continued the attack West along Hwv 9. Canpany's E 1'1M · 
G (2-1 Marines) conducted an air assault a.nd established LZ Robin (XD 97544.7), 
E/2-1 met light resistance on the LZ which resulted in 3 NVA killed. 3d Me 
dr assaulted the 2/7 Cav to LZ Thor (Xl) 897404) ~ile 1--7 Cav and 5-7 Cav 
continued to ,improve positions on LZ 1s Mike and Cates and conducted company 
s izcd oporat ions in the vie j_ni ty of the LZ I s. No enemy- resistance was en­
countered by t\.,e 3d Bde elements. · The 2d Bde TAC CP airlifted to CA LU (YD 
014449) while the 3 Bn•s of the :Bde moved into marshalling areas (vie LZ Jane) 
in preparation for air assavl.ts on 3 April (See TAB A, TAR B). , . 
· (d) D+2 (3 April): ~rations continued with, enem:, activitv in-

cree.sing. As the 1st Marine Regt (-) continued its attack West, Engr road 
cleuripg and up'grading operations continued on Hwy 9. · 3d Bde continued oper­
ations :i:n the vicinity- of established LZ's with two Bn1S'e · 2-7 Cav attacking 

, West along Hwy 9 made contact with an estimated cam.pan:, size' blocking pos­
ition at XD 89.0404, result:l.n~ • in 4 NVA killed. Aceeleratin« the tempo of 

:the entire oper:,.,tion due· to its 1.mpl\Talleled success and the,lack or dgnif"­
ica.nt enemy resistance, the ~d Ede,· one day earlier than or~y. planned, 
air assaulted into. the AO with 2-5 Cav air assaultw. to LZ Tan (XD 900.345) 

· .. and 2-12 Cav first· airl1rt1n,,~ to LZ Stud by CH-47 ·traneferring to UH-lH air-
. , er.aft- and air assaulting to L'l Wharton (XD 880360~. · 1-5 cav was then e.irlif'te~ 
. to tz 1iharton. Both LZ 1s T,m and Wharton received incoming enemy artillery 
·· fire during the air moves. Also, LZ Wharton 1'9ceived approx:bu.telv. ·20· rowns 

· · . or l.3Cmm art?J.lery during the night. l"."'9 Cav continued NConnaissartce through­
. . out the AO, observed and kilied · 5 NV A in .2 separate contact a. -( See TAB. -B). 

, ( e) D+3 ( 4 April): Operations continued in the AO as 1st. Merine · 
Regt C-) continued ita attack West ago.i.1'\st light enam.y resistance. The 3d 
Bde contiuued operations in the v1c1,,1tv ~f established ·tz.•s. 2-7 Cav at­
tackin~ West along Hwy 9 in the 3d Bde · AO encountered an Ell f1:lf!f defensive 
position· at XD SSJ'.399. Contact· was made and continued· 'throughout the day 
:resulting in 7 NVA killed. Tbe · 2d Bde concentrated effor-ts 1n ilnproving LZ 1s 
with the. 2-5 Cav conducting· operations in the rlcinity ot ·LZ Tan and 2-1.2 Cav 
conducting operations :in the vicinity of LZ Wharton.· The 1-5 ·eav initiated 
an attack toward an old Fre:peh Fort. at XD 895383. The Fort was occupied b:r 
a.n esti.rn.at,ed NVA Bn and initial contact resulted, in 4 NVA ldlled. lat Bn, 
9th Marihas, 0PCON to the 26th Marine Regt at ·Khe Sanh leunched an· attack 
South from Khe Sanh ( the first offensive ground action ot that elenent~ in 

· weeks) to seize Hill 471 ( rJ 84339'.3), a strat'egic piece of tar.rain affording 
·: a' corrmanding view of J(he Sanh. Af't.t;r preparing the objective ,with artil­

'!er~r fire, the E"l.rines successfully seized the hill resulting in 16 NVA 
ld.l_;ted_. 1st Bde, l ACD, moved two Bn 1s'(l-8 Ca.v, 1-12-Ca.v) into marshalling 
areas vie LZ. Pedro in pre~ation for air assa.ul~ into, an AO west. o_f the 2d 
Bde. (See TP'R A, TAB B). . . · 

· ( f) o+4 ( 5 April): 1st l-fa.rine Regiment (-) continued to attack 
to the West wlth light oonta.ct, 1-1 Marines continued security mission and 
operat-ions vicinity LZ Stud. The 3d Bde continued· its attack ~est on Hwy 9 
as 2-7 Gav again made contact with an enemr force at It) ~399. Thia contact 
conti.nuod throu'!'hou.t the day resulting in 9 NVA killed-~· The ~ Bde continued 
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the att2.ck to seize t'·!E-, old French Fort m::oting heavy enemy resistance. The 
companies of 2-5 Cav v1ere airlifted to LZ l':'11arton, relieving the 2/12 Cav. 
Elements of the 26th 1forirn~ Regt continued operations in the vicinitv of Khe 
Sanh, and Hill 471. An attack b'r e.n cstim,,ted enemY battalion against Hill 
471 was repulsed resultin!s in 1~'2 N1Jj, killed. The 3d ABN TF ( A.RVN) was 
alerted to be prepared to airlift one 1°ifle canpany from Quang Tri to effect 
link-up with the 37th A.'9.1/N Ranger Bn located at KS. The 1st Pde conmenced 
operations in the westr?rn pbrtion of the AO by airlif'ting 1-8 Ca.v and 1-12 
Cav to LZ Stud. 1-8 Cav wa.s further air assaulted to LZ Snapper (XD EV.2346). 
Upon la:.1ding at Snapper, D/1-8 Cav began operations to tlie West. of the LZ · 
c1nd :-:1ade contact with an enemy company resulting in ~ NVA killed and l P(),T. 
1-1? C'lv wv.s airlifted to the same LZ and :immediately began extensive combat 
operdi nns to the 1•:est. 1st Bde CP airlifted into L?: Snapper clos:i.ng at· ap­
prox:i_.i:•:_1,t ely 1500l-f. One Bn ( 2-S C;w) remained in the vicinity of Ctua.n,g Tri 
tmder 1 · ACD control with the mission of securing IZ 's Betty- and Sharon and 
contind.n,z combat op,:,r::itions vie of Quang Tri City (See TAB A, TtJ3. B). 

(g) Dt5 (6 Jpril): 1st Marine lte~ (-) continued operations in 
the high ground north and south of Hwv 9. · ::>.-1 Bn conducterl a hatt~Uon-si ~e 
air assault/airlift to LZ Kiwi {XD 969486). 2-3 Bn continued bridge e.rrl hwv . . 

· ·security E1.iscion along Hwy 9 while at the same time conducting two cO"nparrv-
·size air assaults :Jouth of' tho Hwy. 'l'he heaviest fightin~ of the operation 

· - . to date occured in the 3d Bde AO as 2-7 Cav continued. its drive _west on Hwy 
: 9 toward Khe Sanh. Enemy blocking along the Highwav of.:fered stubborn resis­

tance. In a day long battle which·ended :when the enemv_sunmarilv abandoned 
.. his positions and fled to the west, the Bn accounted for ~ _NVA killed, 1 

POW, 121·individua.l and 10 crew served weapons captured. The 2-lZ.Cav was 
airlifted to Hill 47-1 relieving 1-9 Marines at that position. :Two canpanies 
of 2-12 remained on the hill while two companies _initiated an attack to the 
South toward Khe Sanh Hamlet (XD 8~6381). The 1..;.5 Gav, continuing its at­
tack on the French Fort, received a heavy volune of enemy mortar fire ca.using 
i.ts extraction and return to LZ 1s Wharton and Tom with the mission of seizing 
the French Fort given to the 2-5 Cav. At 060640 in the' 1st. Bde (.:.) AO the 
1-12 Bn perimeter located West of LZ Snapper was attacked by'an enemy force 
utiEzing mortars, hand grenades and B-40 and B-41 ~cket launchers. The 
attack ended in disaster for the enemy as 20 NVA were killed. At 1320H the 
8Ll-th Co of the 15th Airborne Battalion, 3d Airborne Task Force was airlifted 
by l ACD aircraft into Khe Sanh and linked up with elements of the 37th 
Ranger Batt:'lion. The lif't was conducted wit½out incident. and marked the 
inititl link-up of forces at Khe Sanh. 26th Marine Regt, continued local . 
operations vicinity of Khe Sanh with 1-9 Marines conducting an attack to the 
West of Hill 471 aft0.r bein~ relieved on position by 2:.;.12 Cav. _·l-9 SQdn 
continued to conduct low level reconnaissance through6ut the AO accounting 
for Z7 NVA killed in scattered contacts. (See T::B B). 

(h) D+6 (? April): 1st Marine Regt (-) ~ported no si.gnificant 
conte.ct as operations continued in· the assigned AO. . 3d Bde continuerl its 
attack along Hwy 9 ngainst enemy resistance consisting mostly of occasional. 
sniper fire. Coordinntton between 3d Bde, l AC'D and ?°6th Marine Regt was 

· finalized for the relief of KS on 8 lrpr. The 2d Bde continued its attack 
on the French Fort as the 2-5 Cav air assa.u.lted to Xll 8A3382 and thep, attacked 
West into the Fort, resulting in 6 NVA killed. The seizut-e of the Fort 
eliminated the last known enemy strong point between the FIRST TEAM and Khe 
Sanh. The 2-12 Cav continued operations vicinity of Khe Sanh Hamlet (YD 
·146JG1) find ·ng 5 crew served and 25 irdi.vidual weapons l'l'US 470 rds lg 
ca1iber and 5000 rds small caliber amnnmition. 1st 13de c~) continued oper­
at:Lons 1.,fest of LZ Snapper with no significant contac:t. Tlie 3d Airt.orne Task 
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Force (j.RVN) was committed to Cpcr2.ti.:in Pc!?,A.Sus/Lam Son 207A at 070Sl5H, 
having previousl~r been delayed by unusually poor weather. The entire TF was 
airlifted from Quang Tri to the l J\.81') bttse at lZ Stud. Cne Bn was then air 
assaulted to LZ Sn::=tke (XD 0083?8) with the mission of clearing and securing 
the LZ. Two more Bn 1 s a:'1d the TF C-P were then &irlif'ted into the LZ. Through­
out the air assa1J.t ph?~f:c of th] opc;·ation, the LZ was subjecte~ to enemy 
mortar and nrtillcrv fire. Tr,ei:-e wa.s no groi.md contact as the f.RVJ\T A8N TF 
succ.assfully secured the LZ and prepD.::.'ed to conduct grotmd attacks to t,he 
'\,\78st and South. The 26th ¥.arines continued local' operations in the vicinity 
of Khe Sanh with no contact (See TA8 B). . 

(i) D+7 (S April): 1st M,?rine Regt continued-operations 1n as­
signed /,0 conduct:1.n'! one company-sized air assault to sei~e objective at 
XD 9 5; 1~00. One contact at. XD 854481 resulted in 7 NVA killed.· The 3d Bde · 
airlift0d. its CP into Khe Sanh and assumed the mission of securing Khe Ssnh. 
This vr:i.s ar:·:omplished after th-cJ 2-7 Cav successfully cleared Hwy- 9 to the • 

Base anc! eff:::cted link-UR with the 26th Marine Regiment. At OROO this date, 
the reli_ef of Khe Sanh was effected and the FIRST TE.t'M hecame the new landlord. 
3d Pde ele'rents occupied the high ground to the East a.ni Northeast of thA 
bas,· --,,dth nll enemy co:rtact. At this t:ime it became increaein~lv evident, 
t 1)iou.gh the ::: ack cf enenrr contact arrl the J arge am.omits of new eouipnent being 
J;(>und indis~ri.:nin.::,tely a:nandoned on the battlefield, that the enEm.V had ned : 

.. ·.the, area rathElr thc1.n fac'3 certain defeat in battle, ·He was totally conf'Ueed . . 
by the swift. bold ~ttac:,;: executed bv THE FIRST T~AH._ ~ Me continted to · 
press its .search for enemy personnel and eauipment _in the vicinitv .of the' 
Freuch Fort ,'lnd Khe 9anh Hamlet. 1st Bde (.) continued .operations West of 

. :t,Z SnaR)er ni.th no significant contact. The 3d Abn TF (t.RVN) r.ce,i~d a 
ground and rr.ortar attack at L'Z Snake at 0400H. Contact was: broken &t 0630H 

. ,.·. c1.s the enemy suffered 72 ldlled. The 3d a.rd 6th Bns initiated operations 
to the West and Northwest of LZ Snake while the 8th Bn ·continued operations 

. in the vicinity of L~ Snake. Throughout the day, all-elements of the TF were 
. subjec'~ed to enen.y mortar, rocket and artillerv fire; ·however, the fire was 
. largely ineffective. After relief of the security mission at _Khe Sanh by the 

3d ,Bd.e, 1 J~CD, elements 6r the 26th Marine Regt initiated 'ope-rations in the 
high /$round to the West and Northwest of Khe Sa.nh ( See !1'1J3 B). , , . 

· (j) D+-8 (9 April) 26 M!.R Regt attaeked;W out of KS •. Operations 
continued with two Bn 1 s of the let Marine Regt cbntfnuinP, to press their 
search for the enemy. By this date, all 1st 'Marine Regt, objeC:tives had been 
.secured and Hwy 9 was repaired and secured throughout the 1st Marine AO. 3d, 
Rde reported only scattered incidents of enemy sniper :ffre as operations 
continued in the vicinity of Khe Sanh and along Hwy 9 in-the: 3d Bc,\e ·AO. In­
coming mortar, rocket ud artillery fire at Khe Senh became increadnglv 
sporadic after several weeks of sHghtly more intense bombardment.; The 2d 
Bde continued operations vicinity the French Fort. Khe Sa.nh Hamlet and Hill 
471 with intermittent contact. Ip the 1st. Die_ (-~ AO ·Dh-12 Cav found a 
large wea.pons am ammunition cache at YD· 834.384. A/l-8 ma.de cont.act with an 
-unknown she enany, force at XD 82Z314 resulting in 16 NVA killed. · ,The 3d 
/.J?fi. TF ( .'.RVN) continued attacks to the West am Northwest of ti Snake with 
p'b ground contact. Sporadic mortar and artplerv· f'i.'l'.'e continued::to harass 

/the ARVN units throughout the day. (See TAB 'B). . . , 
· (k) D-1-9 (10 April): ,1st Marine Regt continue<;\ to search for 

enemy persCllnel and eQui~ent wjth no enemv contact. . 3d Bde continued o,:,er­
at ions vicinity Khe· Sanh finding nunerous bunkers, one. ~wnty tool:. deep T­
shaped tunnel ard mP.ny discarded articles of NVA eouipnent.. 2d Bde continued 
operations in the French'. Fort, Khe San.li Hamlet am Hill 471. Li~ht enemy 
contact was reported ae units continued to t'ind ~aridoned NVA supplies and 
equipment. 1st Bde (-) operatin~ to _the West of LZ Snap~r, was assigned 
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'the mission to continue the att.ack North,;r_c:st with 1 Bn to <!eize.-.t•l:ie,, l;l~W 

· L~g Vei Specia,l F'orces Camp at XD '7 00360. This was the· site_ of .an "•att,aclf 
. j,n Mid-February by NVA :infantry suppo::-ted by a.rmpr dur,iing 11hiqh the camj:>' 

~as overrun. The 1-12 Gav canm.enc::-ed the attack a.11d s~izea· t~e _ ~J.:f S:pecia.l 
Forces Camp (XO 79 5360) with limited resistance. Art:Ul,etjr and :air 1strikes 
were called in on the new camp !2nd. num0rous secondarv expl..osions p:reventE!9-
the 1-12 Cav from occupying the area. The 3d Abn 'T'F ( AHY!"l) a.¢, _26th M8.?'ine 
Regiment continued Operations with scattered enemy corita¢\,~. Ei~~P.ts:,:of. 
A_ Troop., 1-9 Gav Sqdn, observed and called in air strikes· .and i:I.estfove·d ---an 

. : ,,.~nemy J:"r""-76 Tonk CID ·7~03'75). This marked the first enemv tarilt--de'stri-i,M~f . 
. ·and confirmed. (See TAB B). ; . . · · '·. · . . . ·. . 

(1) D+-10 (11 AJ,ril): 1st Merine Regt cont,in~~ ·.(3~~nsiy~ rc(?ritbat 
operations in tte assigned AO conducting 3 compa,riv si.,.,._ed P,-i'f, -'~g·c;~,Mt,s\Iri)n 
attempt to find and destro:r .trie ~erny •. Securifv oper~-t4~frif;;q~Af.jr,iWd:(6ti·'~Hwv 
9 as engineer work parl:j..es negl'ed completion of bri.dge ·r~bui?,'d:Uig'~t;l'i;b)..~ering 
of the h~. 3d Ede c·ontim~d lochl operations J.n the{vi~:1.rliti_t~"'61 Kl,e-~ . 

··w1.th::emph~sis on the ~eas Ea.st and m of -the b1:1.se.- ·-1"'.".Wt~fv'•cpiitirttrMttd' 
:: pr~~de·'~ecur-ity for br.idge sites and epgir1e 0:r wofk pet,ti.e~,.-•'or1,'.JN:v 9~'. '.:After 

. ' ,$.e'Ve,ral)iays of no incaning ,enemJr, indirect. weapon's. f!r~,;Khe _po,n)·r r~c~i.,ved _ 
_ ·t i~~:eiy g6 r.Qll?lds. 9{ mixed a.rtill,~~y and 1~-~-; ~'.<~fkrt;. Jtt?J < ·,2!:h~e, 
·.':,~_._._#:Bed. 2-12 Cav ,for o.ir-movement bacl!;: to Camp_,E-V¥1~~-: .:~~~ ;~~ar;:t.~_~fncled 
-:.~ti~diri-$il~--~cLBd'~ ACH,; •,tJH-.lH '!8.ircra:rt; and taken t:o··,:.z·,~_id'~·-- · Batf.:'.'waat"1~f', . · 
, '•,~~~ furlqer··mov!ment ·arp the Bri did not ,clq~·e;,1¢.#}'~~)i ')imMl!;~{t~ll • 

. . -:~:.:e~'OSW~---~ Canj_p ,Ev~s, 2..:12 Cav, bec~e QPCON -~~,'.:~~t,~O:t;_~t: ~f:-.1,_ro~n,.et~v-
::·?, :•, · '.}l:~12· Cav from 1st Bc!e ·was ·placed. (fCCN to ,~·,:(3g~3)J,;:!cD:;• :~1<~qntinued 

, '.,-,; ,, 'ii~*.~ the n~w L,ang 'Yet_ Special, Forces Campr 'Ht!i~Ji:l~~:9,¥,;~~~ at 
• : • \ f ·' ~> ~,,., res_ult.ed in- 'Zl. -~A k',;illed. 1st Bde _ <-::) :'~ .. -,~rW'tfd fi:,an·~ne 
.,,,·,n1; .~et~r.'h''P5)rt,.ion of the: 1.0 a;pd,r~turned t9 the ~gJ;tl!;}~a-~~ ·re~~- 9per-

.. : it:~ptia · ih'_tile v:i.c:i;nity o:f Lf:'·~ ~ty and ;ShD::<;>n. , -, ~~:;,~'f~!Wp.f ~~1--l:~~~d . 
·· ·· c:,cl l _ Acn· and return¢. ~CON· lst _Ede upon ).ts: clo~~~-- atJ/~ :~~~y\ _: ,T_hese 

.· .-nfoveef back to t·!l~ iJEBf STUAffi\J/;·f,q weif.}i }'.)~~tf3d PY ~}~~~· -~~ '.QGflPV to 
. initiate operatl,iol'is t!i thei ~-·SJJ~\U .Va;t~y as' ,1:1oon_ a/4, ;p:§s~l).?1~,;.: 7!ds i!'i~~:. 

-.. - 'ope.--· .. --rati. 0ri~· D~'hWARE/LlllfSON ~16'1.·:.<i.· .s .·.~o~r~- .iin.. ·i ;s.~t.i. :.f;i.1-.~~r.j-~.ct.J}9nr'teport ~ 
Tb:ti ,3c1· ::Abri' T'i:ff ARVN};\corM.nue~tJ,ij.;,atj;ac,k :.west ··ana·:'s.~~~,,s•,i ~'Li•'f~e' with 

'. t~6''"~tt$.·; Af)"i625H·'objedti.v,i}~t,:tn ·•7~5382 .~ei-,g~e~~r\~'.:i ::~&:;~fsi:1tAt'.'. .. ·, 
"19)(). H. :the. -'Brl>was"'attaeked_-by a.n .. ·. estim_ated,.~A-~~·.·,'.)O~ .. ~<;', ;., ... ' :,;tsWJlV.~ll''. 
'2~QH,; at which tiin~ the ,e:i~ ~~t,Mr~w l~ia'.ving behih"t~~t~~~_''t_·t<?~b ;)far 

' . ; ita~Dl$.fnt' re ort ~d ffl):' s i' nth~. 71i«tieht act .. as :·, ' .r.,,,f inilJtib. '';t;{.rtiikd~. '1~~~cbid. 
'ii~b.ze§t '·o~ Khe:.·s~h. }\,t:h' ·itRfiJfi~·,- r. · .Bn ·m i:tat'~t:'f~~ittfff&n,· Kh~~Sanh . 

· --t'o":01 Nail.g. 'Litt,:·,~ ~aiwidt6d'.:i;Q}{i2~pril (~Q~' Jt'.A~·_B)w-1\i,.Ytj?-'-~: _t:n!~ 'j'_ / __ • · 

·: ·->~''' : · >·; ,. · (m'Y D+-ll (12 ::A~il).,t:.~ ls~ -:~ine ii~gt ~'.;">).,f..c{)~~-ifitielt'.'t.~:;boo4uct 
.''O~re.tions to th~ West, iri its ·e~ended AO.'•' 2~r~irtefl!¥~r 21-,')~~~pe~, con­

. · ,,· .. duct~d four company i:!i ~e ':air assatll.t s. No ~fi an.y'. ,co~._~,:,:r¥as -t~~-~ci''.by 1st 
,, ~ ;; : Mari~e Regt, (-). 3d Bde · eornmenced tt_s ext.:ac~ ;i.ori _--~ ,1ij(~~~---;~f~}:Z:!-:;;qav 
·. · airil'f'tetl, by· UH-lH to I::i-- Stud·= in preparation ,fc:ir 1'ttther;. a:µ-liit\ td'·:Qamp . 
'.'. _: .· ~ilns,~ }:~6 Companie.~ of 5-? Cav- _airli~ed ?y,i9~µ9· 

1
ff~~t~¥~/tte;~~~P,,.,. 

·(->. ;..~ll,ns. • Two .C01npanies c00,t1nued,_s~c'1ritym1asion flt-Klie S~tt'h'.~ ·-~--1,eav., after 
- ,:_;_. ··:.-~~ -if~tl~vect ot ttwv . .:9. 'security resp9nslbiut,el;~f1~t~.jne~s __ ,of. i~~:. ,¥ar5ne· 

---~~-:;J.;,;,); · moved to·, ~e ·Sanh· in -~EWaration ~orJ'.extrict;-~~-;,t:q,:~~;~l}~· on 
: , -~';,~~1~: -·2tf Bd~ af..rli.ft~ ~s-/CP t'o,1LZ_ Snapt,er. 't?fi _ ,;"y..f1;~:,o~~J,t~J~s 

,,,,, ,,:J~t,~ck ;on the he"f Lang' '{~r Spe¢al,·Force.s~-Camp. ·:~!- ,-.Jf~~ti·-,fd~t:°~~ra~e, . 
· : ~H~-r~istance; howev~, t~e ·camp was t~~n -~ ·:~l .. ;}-.,~~ -~~;J~l"Ol"E:ea : ·; _:·--- , ~A1:;:~= :::;=:i r;,~~2!~J!!1::~ ~~~;,,1~~Jit \'~j ~mtt~ s~all 
" '· :·enetny:'held I;t 1:at· xt,· ,.f!~3 2;],:. , At,t.~r a• .brief fi~'. ~gtft:♦.-~~:i--~ii'9---·~.~~ed. 

- - . -r, ·, ,'. r· - - -~.I, 9 '. _, ~ -J·'. ---a•_ il''.~t ·~;-· "- .. - _.'./f't-••o·t,y .. -
. ~,.!' ~-~ ... ··i- .-uL,,"-t:~,: 1

•· 

1

:· :l::/t .. ,;.:;_ ' 
. - -· :~\i: .::;~~ ~.:· ·;;.~ . _.,. •: •, , 
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-- Results of the contact were 12 t.TVA killed ~nd ? srru.:1_1 --~_.,.,,"I wea:'~S: c.'!I_J;;,._m'~\ .. 
The 6th Bn, 3d Abn TF (ARVN) was attacked at 0530}1 by ~n estbated·t't#~.-$1.~ 
pany size force • Cont act was broken at 0640H with· 5 WA ld.la.e(). .- c -,d/.~.. . 
6th Bns continued local operc>.tions in the vicinitY of,'.)the LZ • . :'~t\f.-)1~t 
Regt c<m~inued. opera~ions :-rest and NW of Khe Sanh with_ no:oanta~~/:'~~~• 
(-) contmued operat10ns v:i.cinitv of the Oua.ng 1'ri tH:imple:,cwitlt,.:Po -~~Qt)f'J!,Yt• 
Engr upgrading was comrleted on Hwy 9 and the 12.$l r.1:rle stj-etc_~.: _Pf. ;hlg~."-' · 
fr'.llD. CA LU to Khe Sanh was opened to traffic for the ·urst.,t;±J?ietl1'f/··'', __ -.t,.i.-.s. 
(See TAB B). · . . , <.: , . , : ':,/if.·" . 

(n) D+l2 (13 April): 14 Mar:i ne Regt. ( ... ),:ccin'\;in~i<i 
assigned AO with no significant contact. 3d Bde extfa~~:l~ r.fT:~)}ti .. , 
tinued as 1-'7 Cav was airlifted by C--1,23 aircraft ·rr(~nfLZ,,§t~:,t~r;:cr:. 
_Two companies of 2-7 Cav and remaining two corn.ponies -~5,,-7 ,;e~v.,1!\l~l':~0;,~"l 

. . lifted from Khe Sanh to Camp Evans •. Poor weather l"revent'ed.'.''{~~'.i:it· 
. 2~? · .cav fl.nd . 3d Bde CP frOlJI. leaving· ~a Sanh: Resp~:J!.t?#~ty,_'· f~~~,~-~ 
Khe Sanh sch~uled_ t,o be assum~ by.J,h.e 2d Bde1 s ·2"".:5:;!~ 1',was. :~1~;_.' ,.,. 

.. due to poor weather. Che company of 2-5 Cav was M:rt~e.d.-·tti::,~,: · 
: plac,ed ~COO 2-7 Cav. Remainder of. ;the Bn contin~~,~~*ft,i,~~~t 
liill 471_. _· 1-12 Cav .co11tit,1ued oper~Jons in and ,ai,O\mct·:fi~f)'l~~-t· . .'· 

_."::· ! Sp~al, .Forc!:!8. _Camp _resulting in 11 'NVA killed,: 40:,;~_!Eiffi:~W 
· · .. large cal4b§!r roUI:t~s and' lll,400 small:. caliber r0Ull1~:)q~~~~: 

in 

. of 
Of 

.ies~l~5 Cav co~tinued opert\ti_q'ls ~~t:~ 828381 ·re~~~\~:· 
_. _NV.(i. }q,_lled.· The 3d ·Abn TF (~VN) :'.~i;,·aJ.erted ·ro/'-~t!½:'fi-1,f: .... 
.· ~o ~~- Sanh. in preparation for·_furthol-.meve~n~ -t:0.xl1\~~i1t'~ , 
, . ~ou;bi,nued loca.1 · operations West an.cf '.NW of- Khe Sanh,~t&· ·.,to.i.\:iir -.:i.Q9n-+ tiot JS'ee v-o B) · · · -. •. · ·· , ·. _:;··,:~ '~~,p,l -~11 ~"~ ~-- ·,. 

Y,J,111 w. • ; ··\ ., ., ...... ~~,:, . ..., 

... ".' ,: ~ ... · (o) D+l.3 (14 Ap~D:,): l~~-·M&rine Regt· ~"."~;~.~~,..~·:~~t:s in 
u;eigp.ed AO, with emphasis on operations in tl'1~· td.sti::gti~'f.~t~.W.{ :.·- •: 
}Ny' ·9 •• )d Bde canpleted·the ~rlii't of ~-7' C~v: amf;'.~fJlP.~:~f~~~ 
On· alom.ng Camp Evans, 3d· Bde received _OPC<lil 2-12.,··~V;~<Jn-;,~j~~!;t.i~': Abn -
Div apd als_o assune<;i • esp'C>n:sibility•~'ilpr, s~urity·'i~~i~~~-nJf.. ,);~ ._Bde 

... OP am remaining 3 ·p~anies _of ~5·1Cav' ~~~~~e~.;,t:» .~Hh~--~~ff..... 3d 
JHe and assuming sec~it,y ~s.sion ,o_f; K~e,- Slinh. •:.:fM~tM-~11..~~~._ .. ; , ed 
and ,a,1.r lified. t Q Quail~. 1'~1 tl'i~ Y,f~r 'inoved bji~~~~Jt . . . / .. , . ,( . .~ 
,l.81:0H}',he Bn had cl0$~d J+'~p-c$,'.j\f~·~.s rel$~seii":_(l>..bl;j\t·.'.. _ }_~· ., _d 
,CPC<N-lst Bde., The)d._.'/,bn.,Tf'. ('/t~~f~s. extra~i<t~~~i~. ... ISnake 
am closed .Khe. ~anh ~t,J ~,ff.. Iff}},~e '.•2~tfi ·MBJ:1~fJ,ie~~tf~~t ... 
iri.itiated an attacl< n~lr from H£tt(ea1 S: (XD ,7'l!743&l.fi~ij ·,. 
attack was to. sefze .. Hll'.r_{~Sl) _ f~~754'57).t: J~h~;_;~t-~~;: ,: . 

. heavy resistanc~ during ·,the .at.ta.4kf"\.~oweve-r,' seh~-~\'#f;.~· 

~'. . : ~~J!;t~~f ;e;htr~~t~8d!f~i:!f hi:ie ~:!· la1.~~~fi~~ 
· l.B Marines. lst .Bci--?:. continued oper,e.tions il'l the:Jr:ic,J.~t,; 
. Ocmplex and So¼,t{oi' L~ Sharon -wit~i·no signifi~ :exi8ml!'.:~9;;,_ 
. Squadron c~tjp~d to. support 2d Bde in the vici¢tt:·\~1J_,~t, 

·:i· -~- _ #J.e ·B, c. ·and D. Tro·ops iriitiate_~;.:a phased wit~.!;·,_',· .,· ':\ 
. ;;·: . , , .. '. {p) I>+-14;(15 April}•:· ~rat•ion Pega,:tii=.,.," J,: 
.. ;,· . t~,f~d·_~t .150800H Api,il ~~68.-,·,,The 2d Ede <~),~·;}f~~~~'.;,,~:f'.:: 

. , '~--Pt;v, ~iw. :.,furt,her to 't'P Glick _and~irrl.tiated•: -~~~1 ; , 
. : • 1; ... ~ciJiitf' o_f J{}i:e Sarih. 'l'be' J4 Ahn ,fF · (1.RVN) :c~~\~ , 
~ t9 Hµe_:·: Th~ move of t~e 'PF :~a conducted. -~J1gwj:~. 

· ... LZ ~ud .. l>Y Cli-4? aireraft :·and ~hen tr~nsferrinsf ~\(i!,,~:i"-;;.;_ .. 
to ~ue/l!n~ _Bai. Other• el:El!lents m~ dlr•:fctly·''.'tr~~,:~t~ "" 
.~+23 ,rµrcra.tt to H1E/Phu ~a1·. · Tne_ mo~- was ·cont,~~W:" . . · _._ 0 , 

lf6ather ·comitions and was :not. completed, until J,.e;t,7•l~ ... t~~Jf1;~~ ·. . .·c,, ~;'fl°,h;t:J- ... -'·. ,, ·;,:. >\(· '.: 
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; ,_.-t_k -·'·· :_ ,, _l .. 
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<)f the TF closG-:1 '.fof:. lcs-t: r·1,,r · nc ---:ccr,t .:1.nd '.?6th Marine -qe~ were released· 
0FC01·1 1 ;\CD anrl ret1w·,,2d ope;:?" 3'.i I'•::· TJ:i v effective 150~0H. (See TAB B). 

9. ( U) CCI·'.~~-t)JD~~:!-t 'S nr,r, .LY.S I3 
a, G.:n-c,r.'.'l: (lp.,r:,t:irn r,,,0.,,sus/~-~'Tl 3on 207!. from its inception to final 

extrnctinn fr ~)m the AO ,~:i 11 l:)n[; :,i: -0 :nd ;}_,:; 2. classic example of air cavalrv 
oper2.t:i ::r:c;. ThP- r::;P',r ·tion gccgr::.phic:dly illustrates ,the speed and effect­
iveness ,,ith ,,1hich '\ large force c·'.n be employed in combat using; airmobile 
~:-acUcs ?nd technique::; deve1,·iped 1,y the FIR''lT TEIJ~. The enemy's repeated 
fail u-L.· tn fully cinprc:,hend the quick reaction time and capabilities of the 
l !,CD led t ::, hi 3 rl.efeat, forced wit hdrc>.wal, <3.nd eventual rout from the battle~ 
field. T!· ,,, Ci"'..GT:-IY was helpless and confused, suffered great losses in men 
and ,-:,qui_t:<·:wnt, and foile1d in his mission to block or delay the relief of 
Khe '3anh. 

b. Execution: The succr~ss of the Pegasus/Lam Son 207 A opera.ti on can 
1.u·gely be attributed tc, the detailed planning and preparation that occured 
prior to D-Day. Nevertheless, it was the derring-do of the individual SKY 
TR0OP'"R e.nd t lie successive kvels of cc:mmand that ma.de the plannin11; look 
e;ood. The extensive reconnaissance/surveillance of the AO provided by 1-9 
C2.v served to locate h,1_rd targets for TAC t.ir-, B-52 ARC LIGHTS; LZ's~ and·to 
provide informntion for the divisi,,n on tl-\e overall impact of the te,-.rain, 
weather and enemy. Construction of logistical facHities, annnunition storage 
areas, ro.1d nds, airc:raft and vehicle refuel/rearm poin+s· and a Tvpe II C-7 A. 
runway were basicallv complete prior to the initiation of the operR.ti,m. Hwv 
9 betw::.::en tl-ie R0ck Pile (Xl) 479558) PJld 17, Stud was ·re-opened ensurinfl: a 
continuou3 flow of needed suPPlies and eouipment to forward elemen+.s of the 
Division. icfter the initial success of the 3d Bde, the decision was made to 
accelerate the CO!i1'clitm,.mt of the remainin<- forces. Bv D+6 a total of 1l 
c:mplete bc.ttali-,r,s had been air assaulted/airlifted into t lie AO and 20 bat­
talions were activelv committed in gr-'."lund operations, The success of the 
initit,l batteli·,r1 air assaults was rapidly exploited bv agpressive company- -
and even platoon-sized air assaults, all supported bv artill-"rv and air. The 
er:erny, ;,_]though well dug-in, well supplied and initially determined to deter 
relief -if Khe Sanh, found himself surrounded and had no choice but to retreat 
in nut •:mi.er h2.ck into Laos leaving behind both his dead and much valuable ' 
equipment strewn 0vur the entire battlefield. The total success of the oper!'" 
ation c2J1 he best measured by the mission 0.cccmplisbment: In 15 days, the 
division hud entered the :,O, defe2.ted tho enemy, relieved Khe Sanh, opened 
Highway 9 and cxtracteq_ fr?m the· 2.ssault to assault four days later into the 
he::i.rt ,_:,f tho NV,\ basti0n in the I' .. SH/JJ Valley. The flexibility, mobility 
and c,ff,:cctj veness rJf the FIRST TE:J~ were crnfirmoo by unparalleled success. _:...,,,,, 
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OPERATICN PEGASUS AFTER ACTICN REPORT 
TABB INCLOSURE 1 

D-DAY 1 APRIL 

1st MARINE REGIMENT 

1-1 Mar Secure LZ STUD 

1st MAR REGT (-) Attacks 

WEST FROM CA LU ALCNG HWY 9 

3d BDE 1 ACD 

1-7 BN AIR ASSAULTED 

LZ MIKE 

2-7 BN AIR LIFTED TO LZ MIKE 

5-7 BN AIR ASSAULTED TO LZ CATES 

BDE CP AIR LIFTED TO LZ CATES 
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D + 1 2 APRIL 

1-1 MAR COtTI' .SCTY LZ STUD 

3D BDE 1 ACD 

2-7 CAV i.i.IR f\'.')SftULT TO LZ THCR 

5-'7 C;W CDT OPN'3 VIG L~ CATES 

2D BDE L ACD 

BDE CF A:ffi LIFTED T~ CA LU 
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O+I 

e Hill 881 N 

0 Hill 881 S 

KHE SANH 
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Hill 471 ~ 
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D + 2 J iSH.IL 

1-1 }'L',,1t C0 UI' SCTY LZ STUD 

ls:, 11 ,:,n, R.Em' ( - ) CONT !,TT !.CK 

WEST ALOHG 1-T1.·TY 9 

3D BDE L t,CD 

2-7 JaT !'. CK5 1tJEST FROM L'l. T f.10R 

1-7 CC\T OFN-1 VIC L~ MIKE 

5-7 CCNr C'FNS VIC 17'. Ci.TBS 

2D BDE L ;,co 

2-12 C,W LffiLIFTED 'l'~: LZ STUD 

THEN AIB iSSAUL'J'ET) TO LZ WHJJl.TON 

1-5 CJ\V !.IR LJFI'ED TO LZ 1,IHJ··.RTON 

2D BDE CP AIRLIFT·m TO LZ WB.'.RTON 
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D + 3 4. :.:rtUL 

3d BDE 1 j\CD 

FR.OH 12 THC'R 

1-7 CiW CONT OHS VIC L7, MIYE 

5-7 GAV CONT OPN9 VIG L" '•' Ci-{fT:i.>1 

1-5 C,W ;,TT ACKS '1:'0 SEIZE OLD 

FR.ENGH FCRT 

2-12 CAV CDT OPNS VIC LZ WllJ'B.TON 

2-5 CAV CDT OP"l'S VIC LZ T00-

26TH MAR REGT.' 

1-9 ¥JJl ATT/1CK3 SOUTH FR!lf. K}m "5ANH 

TO SEIZE HTI.L 4?1 

26TH rfr.R rrnm ( -) CCF" SCTY KI i'J·i]) 

OPNS VIC KS 
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. /C) LZ Mll(t: 

Hill 471 ~ 

HWY~9d/l&,rtlil:? 
KHE SANH 

HAMLET 

CAMP 

"' 1-7 (AU 

• OLD FRENCH FORT ""'-o L?.. Tl¾CR.. 
2-7 CAV 

o LZ Stud 
i-1 HR~ 



DECLASSIFIED 

D + 4 5 APRIL 

1ST 1-'.li.TI.Hl:S 'REGI' 

1-1 HAR CCNT 'JCTY 1.z STUD 

1ST X!.:1 REGT (-) CONT ATT!iCK WJ0T 

JD BDE l i1CD 

2-7 Ci,V CONT ATT~GK '~'EST FROM 

LZ THOR 

1-7 CAV COI\'T OPNS FRC'M LZ MIKE 

5-7 GAV CONT OPNS FROM LZ CATE;S 

2D BDE l !tCD 

1-5 GAV CONT ATTACK ON FRENCH FCF.T 

2-12 Ci.V COHf CPNS FRCM LZ ~'..~ARTON 

2-5 c;,v AIRLIFT TWO co•s TO LZ 1,rt\RTON, 

CONT OPN8 FRCM L?. TOM 

1ST BDE (-) l ACD 

BDE ( - ) J1JRLIFI'® TO LZ STUD 

1-8 c;,v AIR ASSAULTED TO LZ Sll1APriiR 

1-12 CJ,V AND BDE CP AIRLIF1'1ID TO 

LZ SNAPPm 

1-9 M!i.R cm:T OPNS VIC HlLL 471 

26'IH ~,LJ._it ( -) COJ\fl' OP'NS VIC KS 
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T !B B INCL03 URE 6 

D + 5 6 ,'cPRIL 

1'3T MARL,:E rnm' 
1-1 H/J.'i. C0~1T SCTY LZ STUD 
2-1 M!.R ;,IR A,S'.'3AULTED TO LZ Kr-n 
2-3 MIR Cct,iT ATTi'.CK '1'0 WEST 

3D BDE 1 !,CD 
2-7 CON'\' A'T'':' ;,CK WFST i.LONG Tflt 9 
5-7 CONr OPNS W'EST FR(].f LZ G!{f'E3 
1-7 C.".V emu OPtB WEST FROM LZ MIKB 

2D EDE 1 !,CD 
2-12 CJ~V LIRLIFr-:..:D TO an.1, 4 71, CQMMEJITCES 
ATTACK SOUTH 
1-5 Ct.V CC~11' .~TT." .. CK ON F'BSNCH FORT, AIR::.. 
LIFI'ED TO LZ I s WHAR.TOH HID TOY, 
2-5 C1W CON!' onJS VIC L'l's wnJ,11TON tJ-m 
TCM, GIVEN ?t.ISSJON OP s:ruznm ~F:rs•CH FORT 

15T BDE. l ACD 
1-12 Ci'.V CONT ATT!.CK WTIST OF LZ SNAPPED 
l-8 CAV com OPN'3 VIC LZ Sf!'YPF.ll 

26TH Mi?~ IlIB REG!' 
1-9 M,'..R !.TTACK WEST FROM HILL 471 
26th YJ.1\R REm' (-) COM!' LOCAL OP~'S VIC rr<3 

3D ABN TF ( /iRVN) 
84th CO 8th B}! t.r,.LTFl'ED 1'0 K TO LJNK UP 
WITH 37th ARVN '=-· :,NGEn BN 
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'l' ,'\B B I.PCLOSLFE 7 

D + 6 7 J,PllJL 

1-1 MJJi. c;,r,rr '3CTI L7, ',TUD 
1 "iT MM1 REGI' (-) cm1T .:.'f"l',\Cl( T0 T,l'li~Tr 

3d BT1E 1 I.CD 
2-7 CONJ.' ;'.."'Tr.CK ',TJr-3'1" 01'1 tTH'( q 
5-7 Ci.V CONT OPNS WY.ST Frl .. CF L':O: C '.TITT 
1-7 CAV CC':'1T OFNS ,,.~T :i;Ti'''}J L~ }1TK:S 

2d BDE 1 ;~CD 
2-5 C/,V ,'.In JSSi'.UI:rED "'1-IEN ,~Trr:.CK'tiJJ W'i'.'3T 
;,ND SEIZED FtBl'JCH FORT 
2-12 GIN COIIT OPN-3 Il\i KS '4tJ11 E1' .'}ID VIC 
HILL 471 
1-5 CAV com OPr.S VIC L'l 's W'f!iTITC'l•J /.t"'D 'T'OM 

1ST BDE (-) l ACD 
1-12 C,W COHI' l.TT/,CK ~ST OF L'l Sl-!l.PPEh 
1-S CJ..V CO!-T OPNS VIC LZ Snt.PPF.R 

26TH }f.JRrn~ REm' 
1-9 M'.R c01rr !.TT.\CK '~T OF RILL .471 
26th M.;R {-) CON:t' OPNS VIC KS 

3d ABN TF (InVN) 
TF J,JRLIFTED F'lCl' QUt.~1r,. TRI TO L~ ~TU'!) 
8TH Br Am ;.S,JJJL"'BD TO LZ S't-'/.KE 
6TH BN, 3D BN fJ_1.TT) TF CP ,ffRLIFI'lID T0 
LZ Sf.if.KE 

DECLASSIFIED 
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• Hill 881 N 

O Hill 881 s 
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l<HE SANH 
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• OLD FREN T 
K......__ --· 0 J.z: iHoR 

------------ .Z-7 ("14i,I • 

0 I..Z Wlll)I? r,1,v 
I. y C,tc/ ( -) 

e> .i.:( Tt>M 

:i.ca 1-~··cAv 

o 1..z <:ides 
6~ 7 CAI/ 

HwY 9 

, i.2."1,1,c 
I- 7 CAV 

o LZ Stud 
I-/ MM 

o CA LU 

A 
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H 
rii 
H 
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j 
u 
ril 
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t·..: -~.~ ,, 

DECLASSIFIED 

TAB B mCLC:StT· E 8 

D + 7 8 /..PRil, 

13 7 KiR r "E -:.:,;r;-r 
1-1 M!li com' S C'f'T LZ STT'i) 
1st M .R l1EGI' (-) com ;,TT/.CK WE3T 

3D BDE 1 ;,CD 
5-7 CJ.V CCTT OPNS W~ST F'1t'1•f LZ C/,T~, 
OCCUPFil HIGH :-:IWUJlffl ENE OF KS 
1-7 CONT OPNS 1.•.RST FROl L7, ?'IKE 
2-7 C1~V CON'T' I.TT 1,CK ir!SST BFFRC'l'ED LINK UP 
WlT H ~6T !1 KJHN'':<i :, rr KS 
EDE GP /,JRLIFI'SD T~ KS 

2D BDE 1 1,CD 
1-5 c;,v CONT OPtJS vrr: L'7. 1 s WH/.RTON Al1D 'J'(M 
2-5 Cf.V CO~'T on1'3 VIC FRE~lCt.J r-RT 
2-12 CAV S0.NT OPN-3 VIC F'?r.:}rCH F~T KS HJ.FL'!i'T 
i,!ITD HILL 471 

1ST BDE 1 ACD 
l-8 CONT OPWl VIG 17, S"t-T/..PF:ffi 
1-12 C!,V ,";'N'!' ATTtCK 1-, U :-:n.r:J'P.-..:1 

26TH ~tARJYS REG!' 
1 ... 0 M;\.R C()J\1T ATTWK 1i~T '4Il.L l..71 
26th ft.;.J. REITT (-) COJ'-11' OPN'3 VIC KS AJ1D WN'•T 
OF KS 

3D ABN TF (!.RVN) 
8th BN cowr OPr-J-S VIC L',3 S?i.KE 
6th BN CDT 1,TT!.CK NW L'Z Sl\TJJCE 
JD BN CDT ATT !.CK W LZ SN/.Kr<; 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CAMP 
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D,,;.'7 ~ Af'lll L 

· 0 J..?.. )'ltlf<.G F :.2:'3 11JJI.P­
J-7 e,w 

• OLD FRENCH FOR J. L ,/kJR., 
1-S' C/J.v' 2-? CAV 

O;.. z. /,1.Jfl/J~v 

1-.J' C/JI/ Cr) 

~.../;t C4V~ 
0 ).. -Z 'SNA-PPl:f2-

.J, J-'6 C'4V 

o LZ Stud 
1-I M4tl. 
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H 
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H 
00 
00 

j 
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ril 
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DECLASSIFIED 

T J,B B INCL0SwE 9 

D + 8 9 APHIL 

1-1 M;.i:1 C'."t·"l' SCTY LZ 3TUD 
1st }L'R J.EGr ( - ) C orrr OPNS 1\IEST 

3d BDE 1 ,\CD 
5-7 CJ.V c0.rr OPJ,7'3 0}1 1ff'oH (l!l(;1]1J1) ,;:~.11<; OP KS 
2-7 C!,V CONT ~FWS VIC KS !,PD LC: TW'R. 
1-7 cm C()NT OHB 1~ST CF LZ }{]]('3 

2D BDE l ACD 
1-5 c;.v CC'TiT OPNS VIC L~ 1$ WHJ.RT:·N :YI) TG:M' 
2- 5 Cl.V CC.NT C'f'NS VIC ffi',JTCH FC11T 
?-12 C!,V CCPT OP~~S VJC HILL 4 ?l AND K0 Hi.MLI(l:' 

1ST BDE 1 JI.CD 
1-12 Ct.V csrr :,T'T't.CK W OF LZ SN/.FiZ'1 
1-8 C,W crn,1T onn VIC L? SNi.PP'liTI .\t1D WF.:ST OF 
12 SNAFFBn 

26TH MARI!-~ R'SGI' 
1-9 ttJJl. COIT ATT.'.CK W OF HILL 4?1 
3-26 Ml.R CONT OPNS VIC HILL 881 ( S) 
1-26 Miill coi,11 CPNS N OF KS 
26 Min ( - ) /;TT l'.CKED WEST FROM KS 

3D ABN TF ( A1VN) 
8th BN CCNT OPt-5 VIC LZ SN/JCE 
6th BN CONI' ATT !.CK N'tl OF LZ S}JJKE 
3D BN COJITT t.TT ACK W OF LZ SN!.KE 
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o LZ Stud 
1-1 v--11'\~ 

/r~=======~,r;,;a;;;;{;->=~~~ CA LU 

- 0 L---Z.. NtK<.= 
1-7C,1-v 

• OLD FRENCH FORT~~ l...."t.. Tl-let, 
~ 2-5 (Av \ (,. ?..-7 (1&.v 

O L"t-Wl..tAa..1'a,U 
'1 -S C4v(-) 

~. 2-3 µ~~ 

Cl 
Pi! 
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DECLASSIFIED 

. ~----------~~~ 

TIE B INCLOSlF'TI; 10 

D + 9 10 /,Pl.IL 

1st IvIJw.Il'm !nGJ' 
1-1 H:.R CC.NT 3CTY L'.~ STUD 
lST· '.i.,\.:.--,, 1mm (-) cm.IT OPNS WE','T' "F C.'c LU 

3D BDZ 1 ;'.CD 
5-7 C!.V GC'~~ OPN'1 H1 HIGP r:[tQFjJT) ·-:;w;: rr. KS 
2-7 C!.V COFr C:Pl'JS _'.,T KS 'TITH l r;,) J,T LZ TF0TI 
1-7 CONI' C'PN'3 WN1,J LZ MIKE 

2D BDZ 1 I.CD 
1-5 CAV CJNT OPN'~ VIC 17. 1s WHJ.:1TmT /.~!11 TOM 
2-5 Cf.V com· OHB VIC FRJi:t-.!CH' FORT 
2-12 CLV C2PI' OPt>B VIC HILL h71 /.ND KS WYLW 

1ST BDE 1 I.CD 
1-12 CLV ATTACKED /J'D SF.17.ED OLD SF CAMP 
1-8 CXV ccrT orw~ VIC LZ S !'J;.PPER AND WF,3T 
OF LZ SNJ~PPFn 

26th MlJUNE ;].EQT 
1-9 MAi.'1 CCf'l' ATT i.CK 11/EiT 0F H Il,L 4 71 
3-26 M!R CO!-TI' OPNS VIC HTI.,L 8~1 (S) 
1-26 Mi'u1. Cm1T OPNS N OF KS 
26M./..R 1:mar (-) COPI' A~'"'LGK "'0FK5 

JD ABN Tl<' 
8th BN CONT '3r:TY LZ 9Ni\KE 
6th m; ccn AT'r · CK NW OF L?, SN,\K"!: 
JD BN Cot'T Ni'T ;\CK T.,, OF L-,: "JNl'J{E 
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c \..1::. H.d<G 
I -1 CAv 

~4'oLD FRENCH FORT ~t er Tl{o~ 
IJ. 2.-S CA1/ i 1:., <..~7(;{v 

c: l. 't. 'St.JM':Pii: ~ 
,-iCAv(~) 

• LZ Stud 
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""''::,_-::...:,,:---# . ,...,.. 
DECLASSIFIED 

T /ill B INCL03 !F(E 11 

D + 10 11 :.PRU. 

1 ST MAi'lI:'E '.1.EGl' 
1-1 Yuill CC'NI' 3CTI L':l'. STUD 
1st HJJt RWI' ( - ) COF'1' OPN'3 WE"i'r OF CA LU. 

3D BDE 1 /~CD 
1-7 Ct.V f;()J-l'T OPNS Nlrt-; C'F L'Z V-JK:i; M1D !LONG 
10;.ff 9 
2-7 CiJl COWT OPNS VIC KS t,l'D ALOW} l-Jl:JY 9 
5-7 CAV co~'T ons ENE OF KS 

2D BDE 1 ACD 
1-5 CAV r,mrr 0PN3 VI"; L~ 1 s r,%'JlTf1N A!'-m TC'M 
2-12 Ci,V ALLDi'TED TO 12 STUD rn p-•EPi~,f~TICN 
FCR FUR '1' 1-ffi:R MOVE TO C !.JW 'WI .NS 
2-5 Ci,V CONT OPH3 VIC FllENCH FORT, ALSO cm 
OPNS NH TC HU.L "71 

1ST BDE ( - ) 1 ACD 
1-S CAV AIRLIFTED TO L?. sq::nr.N 
1 BDE ( - ) CP AJRLJFTED TO L'l, BE'T'TY 
1-12 CONT ATT,':Cl\ ON NEW SF CAt1' PLACED OPCON 
21) BDE. 

26th M.'TIINE :mar 
1-9 ~UJ/. INES cr~rr AT'r !.CK 1'-lFSr 
26 MA.11 REG'I' (-)CO'.·T OP~ W, NW AND N OF KS. 
37th J,RV}[ J.ANCIF.R BN LD1LIFI'Tm FRO!' KS TC' DA 
NANG 

JD J,BN TF ( 1'JlV}T) 
8th BN crn1T SCTY LZ SNiJ<E 
'.3d .1~t>.TD 6th BW 1s CO~·'T AT't'/:CKS l1JB5'T' A!.11J SW 1,T 
LZ SN!J<E 
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o LZ Stud 
{-/ (11,4.i'?-

• Hill 881 N 

".11 O Hill 881 S 
1·J..' /IJA£. 

CAMP 
VEI 

• OLD FRENCH FORT 

1~5 CffV 

OL'z 5JJIIPP€:Jl., 

I $1' Bl> i; cf' 
1-~ c:.lJv ~ 

OJ..'Z CAT/is 
5'-? CIIII 

~ e;-- 01,.-z- ~lull 

~- 2-Jp?ML 

HWY 9 {f,t,;;:~==i:::::=:::3=:=s:::::,-!(;,s.;;._.::F:;:::;~Jo CA LU 

J<'(? 1.:"2.. ~ 1,<.[; 

/-'1 ow 

ci17. T#Ci!. 
I Co :v?CAV 



1-A -'"'t'-._ ·•~ .-±, •. 

T /.B B INCIOSF:~ 12 

D + 11 12 i\F~tIL 

1st M Jt TI::r:; ~nGT 
1-1 M;.;:~_;i,~~,5 C'.:i?"I' SCTY L'?. STUD 
1sr 1fc,,n.1w1;:-; ,nm (-) com' 0Pt1s 
EXTt;I1ll:CD AO 

Jd BDE 1 icCTJ 
1-7 c;..,.v :.mLJFT~D TO L'.:: S'I'lID 
5-7 C!,V (-) CON7 OHB VIC KS. T\10 C0 1S /.IR­
LIFTf~1) TO C,\MP zv;.NS 
2-7 C/.V CONT OH:'S VIC KS. 

2D BDE l ,'.CD 
EDE CP .'.D.1Jfl'ti;D TC LZ SNAPPETI. 
1-5 C!,V (-) COtlT OPl'S VIG LZ r,,n.L'.i:1TOM, TWO 
C0 1S J.IR ASSAULT UITC' RED LZ 
2-5 C,W CCf'T OFN3 VIC l-lll.J.. 47i .ANl KS HJJ'fL.CT 
1-12 c:.v co,1r t.TTt.CK "'0 P''.'.W SF C/JT C3IF.ZE 
Ci-PP !.T 1155H. 

26th MJ'...!1DfE TIEGl' 
1-9 MC' C::'NT h.T'T ACK W 
J-26 MJR crn'T OPN.'3 NW AT K8 
1-26 MiJ:1 C'.'!l'T' C'PNS N OF KS 
26 ~-T/lrt i1EGI' ( - ) C:'.'Pl' i.TT ,'.Cf( w C'F KS 

3d l,BN TF ( /,:RVN) 
8th B~! C01'T SCTY LZ SN.'KB . 
6th and 3D B1'1 CO•Yi' J.'i''_l'f,CKS l•l A}1D $lf ~F L?, 
SNJIKE -· 
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DECLASSIFIED 

D + 12 13 /.PRJL 

1st. 1</~71: ~7. n. ~-~CiT 
1-1 ?:;.~ C'.'·NT sr;rpy LZ .STUD 
lS'J' M;.;-;, HEGI' (-) CCNT OFNS W OF Ct. LU, 

S ECUJ.PW f-fftl'l 9 

3D BDE 1 i,CD 
1-? c;,r f.DLJFTED TO C/J1:F ":t.,"'1/ us 
2-7 Cl.V, T'·J; C0 1S ;,IRLIFT~D TC' CJJTF tWA?fJ, 
BN (-) CONI' OFIB VIC KS 
5-7 Cl,\J ( -) i,lliLIFT:sD TO CJ-'J-'P FN !.~:S 

2D BDE 1 !.CD 
2-5 Ci',V 1 co J:..illLIFT TC' KS OFC'.'~r 2-7 ··c/.V BN 
(-) corT OFNS VIC HILL 471 
1-5 Cf,V c.~,vr 8PN'3 VIC L?. 's WHAR.TOrT, SVAPP'F.R 
At-ID SV CF '3~Jf~If':'!R 
1-12 C!.V CCPT ("'PN:3 VIC t~-r SF CAMP 

26th MI,nnw, nEGI' 
1 -':J M/Jl. Cf'm' ATT J,CK W OF Hn.L 4 71 
3-26 M,,'1 CW'!' crf.B VIC HII.J. ~c>l (.S) 
1-26 Ml.ii CC'::'T .:'DJS N OF KS 
26 ML'1 REGT 9-) C'."J\'T AT'1',\CK ~,1 8F KS 

3D ABN TF ( Ail.VN) 
Bt h BN c(r,1T S CTI 
6th AND JD mus 

SN!J<E 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 

T /.B B rnc1csu:rn 11i. 

D + 13 1J+ APRIL 

l S7 H,'.i.l. I.:.,..•~ 1T<;GT 
1-1 i•~;,n, C,"~11' 3C1'Y L'.:, STPD 

13T M;.R. TT.3m' (_) CC'Nl' OHB N AND .'3 HWY 9 

3d BDE 1 i,CD 
2-7 CI,V (-) C-0 t'T ;\J'LIIT TO C;'J'; Wi.ITT 
BDE CF AIBLIF CAf~f JW Am 

2D BDE 1 !;CD 
1-5 GAV cor,'T r'PlllS VIC 12 1S 1,1"-fA" 7T0N, .-:,rMT-r.:R . 
f,ND SW C:-F LZ sn:,FFFn. 
2-5 CAV (-) ADLIFTr.:n tpr~ rs 
1-12 CLV /~:Q.LIFTED Tr' OUf;1'.fG T1!., W'VTiD B"r 
TRUCK T-'::: LZ SH'JiCN "':EL";'/~T;T) OPC'.:N 2d FIDE 
BD1-i::; CP AlliLIFT"ID T:".' K'3 'RT)E ;\S.'3 1~ ~ECtmrrv 
ns s F lT '"'F KS 

26TH MJ.R rn:,; !lEGI' 
1-9 M;,nn;r.::3 c:-Nr :'.:F!\B ,,rr.:sT ~F :-!'Il,L 471 
3-26 M,\RIJif~S iiTT;.CK R~' .. TH, SJ:i:'ZE HILL 881 JI!. 
1-26 MlJl C:"'i'T nrm N GF KS 
26 M,m REar ( _) cc,r,..,- onis .1·TP,ST ,·r KS 

30 ABr TF ( ;,HVN) 
TF Al!:lLIFT:':D TO KS 
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DECLASSIFIED 

TAB B ffCLCc3lHE 15 

D + 11+ 15 APRIL 

1st N;'.RIFE JEGT 
RELEASSD ere ON 1 ACD 0,o/)OH 

2d BDE (-) 1 ICD " 
FL.\CED :""fC;'}l 'l'F GLICK OOOOH 

26TH M.: ,1 IN~ :1BGI' 
REL~J.SED OfC'."N 1 J'.CD OOOOH 

3D tJ3N TF (JJlVl'r) 
CC~IE~1CED HRLIFT TC · truE,-; HU BAI, c,'JlfL>ITm · 
181715H. 
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1. Fi--i ,_·x1-iJ :r Ios:3 en; 
a., I(I.~ .. 
b • 'i/:1', 

c. l''ITA 
tr1 ew;,· 1,~·s s C:~~}: 

fi.. 'l'T'/1-:... ici 11 l~'l 
b. VC ki., 1 Gd 
c .. ;·:/.:-:... C~--.J)t1..rrcrl 

59 
236 

5 

6 
i.11 e!:-.y ... ~Ju ip· :11 er1 t ar~d .±i..mrriun it ion 
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Extract from Address by LTG John J. Tolson, CG, XVIII Airborne Corps 
and Fort Bragg, to the Michigan Aeronautics and Space Association, Detroit, 
Michigan, 14 September 1968: 

''Tome, the real pinnacle of airmobile operations in Vietnam was 
reached in the 1st Cavalry Division's relief of the Khe Sanh Combat Base 
this past April. This operation, which was called Pegasus, will go down 
in history as a military classic, with firepower and mobility joined on a 
scale never witnessed before. As you may remember, from 21 January· 
until 1 April, over 13, 000 tons of bombs were dropped by our Air Force in 
the vicinity of Khe Sanh and the Marines had fired over 105, 000 rounds of 
artillery in its defense. In other words, firepower by itself had already 
made a tremendous contribution to the defense of Khe Sanh. But still the 
enemy was present and active. The Marines could even see trenches being 
dug up to their perimeter. 

11In early March, I was given the mission to plan a deliberate operation 
to relieve Khe Sanh. My instructions were simple: 

"(1) Relieve Khe Sanh Combat Base. 

"(2) Open Highway 9, the road leading into Khe Sanh from the 
coast. 

"(3) Destroy the enemy within the area. 

"In order to accomplish my mission, in addition to the 1st Cavalry 
Division, I was given control of two Marine regiments, including the one at 
1:{he Sanh, and their supporting artillery, Marine engineers and Navy seabees. 
We were part of a great force that also included South Vietnamese airborne 
and ranger units, Marine air and U. S. Air Force tactical and strategic 
elements. 

"D-Day was set for 1 April. On D-minus 6, our Air Cavalry Squadron, 
. the Division's scouting force, started reconnaissance operations. The Air 
Cavalry Squadron gradually extended its reconnaissance in increasing 
concentric circles up to Khe Sanh, working at all times with Air CAP from 
the 7th Air Force 0°r the 1st Marine Air Wing ~nd with ample suppo.rt from 
SAC with B-52 strikes. Thus, the reconnaissance established enemy locations, 
antiaircraft positions, and strong points that we would try to av_oid in our 
initial assaults and obviously in the selection of our landing zones. As was 
always the case, the support given by the Air Force and Marine Tactical 
Aircraft was superb, and particularly with assistance of our helicopter scout 
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ships pinpointing targets, a very close relationship existed with the fighter 
pilots. The work of this pre-D-Day reconnaissance force was so effective 
that in the subsequent assaults of three brigades of the 1st Gav and the AR VN 
Airborne Task Force, not a single chopper was hit by ground fire -- a real 
achievement! 

"On D-Day, 1 April, we air assaulted one brigade on the high ground 
controlling Route 9 into Khe Sahh, and at the same time a Marine regiment 
with engineers started toward Khe Sanh repairing the road and bridges. 
Everything went like clockwork, and by 8 April (D-Day plus 7), we had air 
assaulted two more brigades and the ARYN Airborne Task Force of three 
battalions. 

11 By this time, we had linked up with the Marines at Khe Sanh. We 
had established commanding positions,· all within mutual artillery support 
of each other, on the high ground overlooking the whole area of Khe Sanh 
proper. It was obvious that the NVA was well emplaced and deployed to 
defend against a conventional attack up the highway toward Khe Sanh. The 
important thing is that, with our air assaults, we had rapidly encircled the 
enemy and he was just simply overwhelmed with our mass of troops and 
firepower, artillery and air. We used 53 strikes by SAC B-52s starting on 
D-minus 6 and continuing through the two weeks of this operation. In 
addition, we had all the close air support we could use from the 7th Air 
Force and the 1st Marine Air Wing. Between the B-52 bombardment and 
the massiveness and lightning:.like thrusts of our airmobile operation, the 
immediate resistance in the area adjacent to the Khe Sanh complex never 
had a chance to succeed. 

11 The relief of Khe Sanh Combat Base, O'peration Pegasus, was the 
dream come true for a combat commander. Our casualties were 
comparatively light, and the victory.will be remembered not so much for 
the skirmishes that were fought, but for the battles that were not. All 
eyes were focused on this magnificent allied force as it pressed the fight 
that was to have decided the war in General Giap 1 s favor. The Dien Bien 
Phu of the sixties never developed because of its gallant action. 11 

2 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
FROM ~puty Chief of Staff (Manpower) 

TO Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
AK/RBT/jdm 

DATE : DEC 2 3 196,,e 

SUBJECT Historical Monograph: "The Battle of Khe Sanh, April 
1967 - April 1968 

Ref: (a) CMC ltr A03D-rem of 7Dec68 (S&C #S-807 373} 

1. In reply to reference (a), the following comments concerning 
the subject Monograph are furnished: 

a. On p~ge 151 of the document, the statement is made that 
"closely correlated with the enemy's retrograde movement (i.e. 
in March 1968) was the large influx of refugees into the KSCB. 11 

In actuality, the large influx of refugees (Vietnamese and Bru 
tribesmen and crm, etc.) into KSCB and adjacent villages began 
on 23 January 1968. During the period 23 - 28 January 1968, 
1,050 Vietnamese with their families, plus the Bru Tribal leaders 
and their families, were air-evacuated from Khe Sanh to Danang 
and then onward to Quang Tri City. Subsequently, some 1,800 Bru 
tribesmen and their families completed a march from Khe Sanh to 
Cam Lo via the Ba Long Valley to escape the fighting. An addition­
al 3,000 (plus) Bru attempted to walk to Carn Lo from Khe Sanh in 
about March 1968 but were prevented from doing so by the 'NVA. It 
is apparently these 3,000 Bru to which the Monograph refers in the 
statement (P. 151) 11 During the journey, however, the North Vietnamese 
intercepted large numbers of the •••• etc." · 

b. Captain James G. COLLINS, 093027, USMC, now of the 5th 
Marine Division, was the 3d Marine Division G-5 Civic Action Officer 
for the I<he Sanh Area from 1 December 1967 to 20 April 1968. He 
also had collateral duties as the Regimental S-5/Regirnental PsyWar 
Officer for the 26th Marine Regiment and used KSCB as his base of 
operations to accomplish his duties. For further details and clar­
ification of the information reported on page 151, it is suggested 
that a copy of the subject document be forwarded to Captain COLLINS 
for comment. 

2. The above information was furnished by LtCol R. B. THOMPSON, 
060990, USMC former Assistant Chief of Staff, G-5, 3d Marine Division 
who returned from WestPac 16 October 1968. 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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Assistant Chief of Staff,. G-3 

~-- __ (a) CMC ltJ:: . .}.03D-rem of. 7Dec68 (S&c.•s-so~ 373) , 
.. 4':~;.....::=- . ~ -~ )- - ---~~-... ""~-- - ~-t-:---:~:;:,._.,.;;:~"'-· ~·- .... ~. - ·,- ... -~~~: __ ,. ,. 

1. In reply to re :'"• ce. (a.a), the '.following comments concerning 
the subject .Monograph a~-~'tl,',"nished: .. · · · . 

- ·. 
a. On page 151 · of the docJtt•i~t, ".the statement is made that 

11 closely ~rrelated with the enemy•a. re-trograde movement (i.e .. 
in March 1~68} was the large in.flu,( of re.fuge.*'5 into the I<SCB. 11 

In actuality, the large influx of refugees (Vi•tnamese and Bru 
tribesmen and CI.txl, ete.) into KSCB and adj~cent -:.villages began 
on 2J JAnµ§ry 1968. During the period 23 - 28 January 1968, 
1,050 Vietnamese with their· f~milies,. plus tbe Bru Tribal,_:let1.ders 
and their families, were ai)f-•vacuated from Khe. Senh to na··· 
and then Ol'lward to Ou•ng Tri City, subsequently, some 1,800 
tribesmen and their fam.ilie~s' completed a march from Xhe Sanh to·· 
Cam to via the Ba Lorig Valley to escape the fighting. Ap addition-<~: 
al l, 000 (p.J,~s)_ B~ 1..t:tMJ.P1-ed to walk to Cam Lo :from I<h~ Sanh in . ";;,,"-, 
about Marcfl'"'-1968' out ~er~ 9revent~d. front ~oing so by the NVA. It , 
is apparently these :;,·ooo Bru-t;cf .. whic:b the Monograph refers in the 
statement (P. 151) "During the journey, however, the North Vietnarneee 
intercepted large numbers of the •••• etc. 11

· 

\ 
b. Captain James G. QOLLJ;;IS, 093027, USMC, now.of the 5th 

Marine Division, . was the 3~ Ma~ne Division G·-5 Civic Action Ofii~r 
for the Khe Sanh Area from \l December 1967 to 20 April 1968. He*\:· 
also had collateral duties ~s the Regimental s-5/Regimen"l PsyWar:,\,;,. 

· Officer fo.r the 26th •rine 'Regiment an(,, used· KSCB as hi• base of 
operations to accomplish his \?uties. For further detail• and clar­
ification o:f the information "epc,rted on page 151, it is suggested 
that a copy of the/subject do~ent be forwarded to Captain COLLINS 
for comment. 11 1 . 

. I,! \ 

g609~~ ~~ef~~~~tion was fu~nished by LtCol R. B. THCl-2PSON,,• . 
who returned. from ~e!~:!~~~to~!~r0 f9:;~ff, G-5, 3d Marine Divisien 
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·",. Deputy cliie""J~ of· staff (Manpower) 
~---, '/,.;,. . 

-"'~1stant 
I 

Chi.;f of-- Staff, G-·3 
.•,., . . 

Hist:~~cal ·Monograp~J .• ,_:•'!be Battle of .Khe. saaa~ April.-
~->-·: ---~9,~--•i;,.~r~l 1968·, · · ·· _ _ ;. . : .· : ., -. · _ 

---- . -~-- -·' ::-~ ~ ~, . • - · .-,---·-It.~ 7-. -- - --- . ,. . . . 

Ref: _ -~1_~ _CK'! l tr_ A03D-r~~ ,of 7tlec68 (:s&£~ #$:780'.7 . 3~~ )=-2"'::::~~ 

. 1 •. ---·rn-:~e;it,~o referin~-~{a) ~~ne~'i;;lla\flng· ~omr~~-ce>neerning . _ 
· the· subject Mon~iaph are £urni~e~: . · · > · · ··. · 

-· ' - .... -~.-~ ._'1 • • • ,~-~ < • 

,---~. __ a. On page 151"~ the dg_cuqient, the stat~nt is mad~ that 
ti clos~l.y correlated 'wttb . t-be ener1y' a. retrograde· -movement._ (i.e. 
in Mareh >14.at ~ the large .:tnflU:X· -ot. ~fu~e'<;is,,itito'· t~_!~§CB. 11 

• 

In actual+~Y, _tlje'large influx of refugee'!hJ_Vietname~~ and Bru 
trio.amen and CI001-- etc;, .. }·- into K~B and adjacet.lt villages ,l:>egan 
on 2~ .Zi:3PJUlr.Y 1208. ·_ ~ring the period 23 .. '-2~ Sanvary 1968, . 
l, 050 Vietnamese with their families, plus the B~ '.r~ibal:·; leaders 
and their famili.es, 'Ael.'9 ai~evaeuated f~om Rlle Sanh to .-l>,nang . . 
and then onward. to Ouang T~i Clty-:::>" SUbsequen:ti'y-p-~.~1 80'0 B~ . ,. 
tribesmen -~d their families,.completed a rnarcb··from lthe ~~to·-··:-.-_ • .;;.~ -
Cam Lo via the Sa Lon9 Val-l.ey to---!:scape the fighting. All addition-
al -~,000 (plus) Bru at:toBteg to \raJ,k to earn Lo from Khe sanh in 
about March 1968 but were prevented fr,qn doing so by the NVA. It 
is apparently these 3,000 Bru to wh.ich t~ Monograph ref~rs in the. 
statement (P. 15"-1) "During the journey, hp~. the North Vietnemese 
intercepted large. numbers of the •••• etc. u "----."-...... . _ 

b. Captain-James G. COLL!RS,. 09-30-27,. VSM9, no;;--ot..__~ 5th . 
Marine Division, was the 3d Marine Division o.:.s Civic A~oh Officer 
for the I(he · Sanh ~ea from l December 1967 to 20- April 1968. He 
also had collateral duties as the Regimental S-5/Regimental PsyWar 
Officer for the 26th Marine Regiment and used l<SCB as hi•·••e-~o'f .. 
operations to accomplish his duties. For further details and clar-

.,-' 

ification of the information reported on,,_page 151, it is aUgg:ested "' 
that a copy of the subject document be fotwardecJ to Captsin C~I:tii,S ... · . ~ 
for comment. _ _ _ _ : .. . · . ~ ;::'· ~-s-~ .. -

2. The above information ,was fu~ished by LtCol R. B-~ "~CNPSON, · -~;::._. -. 
. 060990, USN: former Assistant· Chief of Staff,. Q•S, _. 3d Mar.ili~J)jvision \~ 
who returned from WestPac 16 October 1968~ · ~;. · --
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Couba.t Operations After Action Tieport (RCS: l::\.CJJ-.32)(K .. l) 

L. :Gncrny Situo.tion Pr-..:.or to Operation PEGASUS 

Gen;;}rc.l 

(,1) S:i.nce J"anuary 1968~ the enemy had attC?"i''tcd to is­
olate the Khc S.::,.nh Combat B:ise.. Mover:,en t of fricnc:.ly trcor1s outsid~ ti,ci l' 
per:i.r.:ci:.c:.:1.· r,lre bece.Jr.c) hnz,:l.rdous at. all ti:r..es~ 'l):e eneny gri.:::...'"ted ccnt):'ol cf 
nuc:-. of t~o high grotmd ~:rou.1.d KSCB e..nd could. bring cfi'ccti,ve 1r.c:d:,a1· c.!-:d 
art:i.11-1..~i:-.1 fi:cc upon the 'base at any t:in:o 9 The onJ..y overLrtnc! rc~;up,~ly i.'•?ute,, 
Hi. ghway 9, h2d bc,c:n :i.rtterdict0d by the enemy a.nd h3.d been clo!:'e:5 .f'::--om tho 
HOCK Pilli (.!;.8Q XD 9656) to Iili~ SANH forcing all. r0suppl::; to br~ ;:1.,<;r]e by air. 
Hc.:i.ir'J ll.nti-.;J.ircr.:i.ft fire freouentcy restricted :Jll!lply n:i..:;::;ic,r.3 ~ .:-;::pecirlly 
du.rinr, T:er.iods of 101-, visib:Llity0 Ltu'iG VEI SPECII.L FORCES CAHP (h80 XD 7CJ5), 
the onJ~~ ob::;t~cle denying the enemy use of Route 9 from the l?es"t._7 Wll$ over­
run by tho e:1c;ny on 7 February, thus leaving an excell<mt ~.ppro2.:;t :c0trce 
frcr.-i ·cbo ,:e:;t, ir.to the CoL1ba.t Base at Kl:e Sanh, Trench3s had been cor.st-ruct0d 
frrn. R-~ut.D 9 to tho perir.1cter wire of the base~ and reports· oi' i:.U1111e:!.ing 
activity, under tr·1e b~.sc itsel.f s, were reportedo. (S:JBSEQUE.i:iT INin.~S'I'IGA'L'IOlJ 
c:-· TIJE Bf:.'i\'I.;,~FICill PRO\SD THE REFo:rrs OF TlJ1-tJ::::L:ING TO BE dTl.UHGa) 

(b) 'l'he enemy had been o'bse:rv·.-.d const.ructing w,laprms 
posi t.:.c::c~, in pl"B}).'.1.i:'3.Lion for an assault against Kho Sazih Co;:1br•.t Ba::;0 0 Heavy 
conccntrat,ions of mortn.r and rocket position::; 1 a."lti-a.ircraft .:md auto:,,:itic 
weapons pos~.t:ions, ~1d ::;trong points were sighted -'.:.o th0 nortb, south, and 
ucst. According to various :i.ntollir;cnce reports o.nd cou:,.,ter-br:.ti.c:ry rad:::.r 
reucl:i.ngs, tho CO HOC 1-iou.n.t.'.'l.in Aron, located to ·!:.he oouth,·re:·t,, vicirdty /.i.8Q 
XD ·~1,.31, had becc:r,1c a r:,n.jor sm)ply :m.d a.rtiEory bnse. Attr,ch; ·oy fire 
il.G","':in::;t Kho 3,111h Hare ,! c\::i.ily occurrence with a record of LJOn rom,cJ.::; 
(estinato) boing recoived on 23 February~ Althow;,'1 shellin{; ccntinucd, the 
nur..ber of :,v,,•tncl::; recci vod in a dny began to taper off in the 't.'eek prior to 
Operatiu:. P.CG;",.5U3", 

(c) Ev.i.dence of the enemY bu:i.ldup ,•ra.:, aJ.so indice.ted b7r 
£:n :i.nc:rense in· the nU;-ni.:;er of int0lligenc0 reports a.11ci sigh.t-~.ngs of ene:,tr 
c'.rtillc;cy a.ncl /ll"J:'iOr :L'1. the Khc Sanh c.rc:a., Cnc :..~eturnee stated th,J.t in Dsc­
cnibcr 1167, h0 hD.d seen 20 artillery pi0ce::i be:i.ng t.o,·,od on a. :i:-o:::d in Lil.OS 
only o. fem :-ulcs f'rom the RVH bo:.."'<iel'.'o ;mother inclividtia.l st~tcd th-:i.t i..'1. 
Feb!"ll2.ry l';,6G, he ·had seen o.ppr0Xim1tely 170 vehicles on Hi.~·;h~·/'2.y ·9si · ag.;:dn, 
only a fow :rdles from tl-:.e bordei~o On 21 Februa1--y;;, an aerial ob::erver 
cightcd nelf-pro9clled artillery north of Kho Sanh, and on 25 fobr·tw .. ri✓si rn 
o.ircr:;.i't e:1g2.6cd .thrqo self-propelled artillery f:lm.e: northwe3t of I-:SCD., 
On J Hc.1~ch, m1 a:01--ial o'i)server sizhtcd a. large mobile gun ;,-,i t-h 3.. tube npp:.'.'ox­
ir2.1t0ly 30 foot long mounted on a trackod-veh:5,cle. On that same day9 a 
BTR-40 . uas identified by an imagery intcrJ::1"0toro On. 18 March 51 

a.irstl'ih;:s rr;:portedly destroyed ton occupied 5':r:n anti-aircraft positions 
only a fow miles soutin'lest of Illie Sanh Combat Base. · · · 
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5UB.Ti~C'l': Go:',i:at Cr,e:r::i:ci on;3 .tftc, r ,\ct:i_-::,r. Ite;-1ort (ilCS: J:.:.AC JJ-32) (::-1) 

(2) 3trcn,:;th 

b) 'The first inclicc.tior. of a ,:r?.jor "thl"e,'.-:.t :.y;.~:.i_!rnt tho 
C(:r,:ba t i._,r,::e occurred. wi:th t'.10 r.:'-•.~•vc::·,ord:, of the JO/~th NV/, Ji v:b:;.c-:-1 j_;·, Dec­
e,:·.bcr lS-6'!, into an area tht.-::. :1c'.d n01:.,~1lly been the AO o:,~ one or posdbq 
tHo rer;:L':,ents of the 3250 LVA Di ·d ::ion. Th~~s brmtf'.ht the total eneny 

· force in tho v-icini t:r of :~ho Sc:_1h to 15 to 20 thousand nen i..11. t·;.-•o HVA 
di Visions a11d one to •:;.:1:rco 6.r-r:!or batt\1Li.ons. /tttncks by fir€ n.g0.i11st ti1e 
b:i.se inc:rea.scd, r..~c~ new woarons nositicns .::1,d .";:rlti-.3.:l.rcraft site::-~ e.pnem~d 
on e.. dc,ily bnsis 2.s -the enc;;;'/ mirrounded Khe Smh., An attack appe.'.lrccl 
c):13.ncnt, .:c:,d only o..f-cor elcr10:1t3 of the 2?ch lk:.gi:1:el11.tJ 325C Divisim ,·,ere 
cent. to HUL, d12~.ng the Bo.t..tle of Eue City~ did the question arise as to 
t!-10 cne~y 's r,;:al intentions in t}-j_s .'.lx·ca. 

(b) Hca.1r.r bo:·:1":Jn.:::xlr:1ent frcm B-52 1s, Tac Ai:1..·, 3.:."1d ~::·\::llory 
bq<?n to t2.ke "l:.heir toll n:-. the enemy build-tip co;-itinucd. Refugees frcm 
tr:e DRU tribe rerorted seeing hvndrndc:; of NVA bodies littering a hi:lsidc, 
.n.s o. r,~sult of these str:L',;cs. Freaucnt probes th2.t often resulted ln heavy 
contc.ct were 1c1.3.de .a'.{'.a.irist the pcrir,ieter '1-'d.re of KSCB

9 
also producing m.any 

ene:r:y cD.su..tltics. Intolli::;ence ostir:·.~tes prior to the iJtitiation of Oper­
ation PEGASUS revealod. that .:i.ppro.xirn,;1.tely 14~000 NVAii includ:i.ng 16 maneuver 
bat·~o.lions, :remai.necl in t11e areao (Sec para 12g) 

(3) Disposition., Enemy units surrou.,1.ded the combat baso 
,·ti.th regimcntal-si:::e elc.itonts on at loast, three sidoso The bulk of '.:.60 
;,Ul,ti1 NV.A Division 1ras positioned to tha south and southeasto The lOlD 
Rcei;:.ent, J25C HVA D-iv:Lsion, 1ms believed to be located to t.ho w0st of 
K0CB1 f,nd the 95C Heeir,1entll J25C NVA Division was carried to the no:.--·::,h and 
noi·t11ucct of the .friendly installntion. Numerous intelligence k~eport.s 
fi..xod D.rtillery position::: to the nor-'c..h and south of Khe Sanho Tho 68th 
Artillcr-.r Regirr,ents> 30Li-th NVi~ DiVisionll was believed to be located in tho 
south in support of its cli,rision 9 w!1ile:: olei:1cnts of the 164t,h Artil10ey 
Regiment were considered to be in the north» in support of the 325c NVA 
Di vision. The a.mored clement was unlocated, but was probably somewhere 
to the west o! Lane Vei. · · 

Co Situation During OpcrationPEGASUS 

(1) General. o,0ration PEGASUS bc~.::.n on 310801 l'.inreh · 68P 
with e:ct:remely light opposi tian as Free lforld ililitary Armed Fo:cccs (F\1l1ill) 
moved from Ca Lu along Highway 9 toward the Kho Sai.,h Combat Base o · ~'ho 
operation evidentl~,r caue;ht tho enemy by surprise as large caches of wca­
por.s and supplies we:re found in :relatively insecure areas.. Enemy opposi.;.. 
tior~ ,,-,:.s disorgnrilzed, and coordination betwecm the enemy in.fant?"'J units 
and their support elc;:,icnts (artillery, rockets, mortarsp otc.) wo.s vi?t.u­
ally non-ens ten to I.'1tensi ty of attacks by i'ira in the Kho Sanh bazc do­
clinod as the enell".Y wi thdrewo The sp:;.:0,;i of the \"ti thd;. .. awal wa.o .Gppc.re"·i:, 
by the largo number of enemy bodies and weapons .foundo. 

9 
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(;~) :3:i_c;n::1.f:i.r,:JX:.t C1•nt.1~ts. Contacts with enem.Y un:tts He:('I.;: 
cha:r-act ... ~ ·:~/4-r;(l 'by· t;~:~~·~:.,.,,~d~.c ! ::\ut :ln .. t-on.s<:\, eneo.tr~u:-j~nts 1· .. 'i th ~·.11a.t ap~0..:1rcd to 
r>;; rr..r:::Jin:i:nrr, r,1.1 .. r 1·;,.w.rd .:yJ..r;;;;::(i":.t.~10 Cn 5 _Apri.J., ti:10 1st Bn:. 9th EJ.:rincs 
bec~ . .:"l!t.:: 5nvolv1:Kl in· t):,.t; fj_:c";3t, ;·:::;.Jo1 .. co~1.1v[l..ct. of tr.e o~eration& 'this ccc1..r:'r­
cd alter the :i-la:riacs i:c.d ca,;:;l:,m·ccl lElJ. 4?1: 1':Jcated· tln-.:;;e kilomc'l:cr::i s:-,uth 
cf KSCBo .hltl10uz"1 ~.d;illc:,::y fire ciccctc:kd for 30 enemy KIA du..rjng the 
in:Ltial a::isau1t. of ti1e lrU.l 1 tl·,,.:: :-:.~1·::.11.,;:. count'3<l 122 more NVA ki.llcd 
.:-.1 to:r• a cou:ntcr~3.ttD.ct by '\-rhat :l.s believed -~o have be0r-1 eler,,,,;nts cf 'tho 
?th .:1nd S'th Dn::i 9 66th 1~gt~ 30hth Wli\. D:i.visio:nQ On that sa .. ~e c1o:y ~ tno 
1st Bn: \)th Ca·v~.lry t::.?1f;ng0d sev0ral s~tt.:-.d-siio gi~til1.ps of enem."''J7 i\1rth~r 
south oi' the base arid ld.D.cd 53 NVAo On 6 Aprilj the 37th AFcVN R.nx1ger. 
~n, ',iith the 2.:i.d of an ar'dlle:r::r c.:i:.d air .:::.tt,.~ck,. produced '/0 i:.JVA KIA. 
J,J.:.,o en 6 A.;1ril, t.he 2d. Br1:,, 26t,h Ea:cine::; c:'.1.gaged (lJ1 unlcnown-s:l.ze ene;:t~Y 
fore::: in heavy cc:nt.a,c1\ that resulted in L/; NV.\. ld.D.ed.., On 8 April)' tho 
3d A:C?.VN Airborr,o Task Force ca.'l!c tmdur a hco.vy ground nttr.ick from .-:n 
ost:L".:tatcd hatal.icn-r:5.zc :force 0 Eighty IJVA ~•r::n.-=$ J.,;}.lled? T:'1e only ,;·::.?i0r 
major conto.ct th.3,t occt~rr0d dudng Operat:lon PEGA;3US 1,r.u3 on 11~ Ap:r-i1 
when eler~c;ntr.; of the 3d Bn, 26th Ear.Ines e.s:sauJJ:,:!;d Hill 881 N0 rth .s.nd. 

·cncorn1t,e1-cd :.':l 1ci(,;tir1.at:,,._d. . i.TVA iJaJ,t,'.l.l:t(:x~. 0 A;:·t,il:.ery &1d t.acticr:.l G.ir 
sur:rortcd th,,, at;,.::,.cld.r:e l-Ta:r:1.110~:: in c1. c,:.r::.tact. thcJ.t M$t the ,mrnnY J.06 cl'!'li;.d 
a1c.1. cno NVA pr:i.::cme:r frc,.,1 tho Bt,h ~1.e1.c,.,c:1dc:1t Bn (,,roba.bly the 8th Bnl' 
2 </th H0gt:J) -J25C Di ·v) 0 (Sec !K:.:t:tL 12 . f) 

(b) Orn~ FJ ,;apturccl fr~im t.h~ St,h L'1der,end•:~nt Dn st:::. tod 
that hiz tuu.t had been n:.t.:i.chcd to the 29th ~g-2.mot1.t,. 325C Divi:.-;i,n. The 
prl.soner sZ.::.d bi3 b:1tt.alion ::"BmainBd :i..n the 2.ro::i. 1-t,c:n the 7th ru:,.d 9th Bn_;:: 

:wont .t0; Huoo A ·d<.'.ICWJ•,mt · captm">ed on h A:·,r;,.l identified the: 3d Ci.:, P · ·8th B::~ 7 

29th ?..egt.l) east of Khe Sanh~ thus. surn:ic,rting the pri.son0rs stater:10:nto 

(c) Eleven '-'f ·t.he 21 ir:divldu:;1.J.$ interroge.t.cd idcnt-• 
if:i.ed elcmcnt.s of throe rcgir:,Imts of tho JOL►th D:5.vir,fon,, T'ne l-O!n«4.ning 
p:risoners we;rc 0ithf)l" fi'om ur.its thRt could not, h3 f\1:rthe1~ id.imt:l.f'ied ,·r.lth 
pa.-..~~n-t org.:;,.n:i:;;<1ti0ns 1 or ·.1ere from t.r-,?.:i.n:!.r:.~ u::it:5 tha.t had ::.:-cccnt.ly bom:i 
sent, into South Vic~'li'.!,T.1 as re;JL:i.cerr..en.t:.=; .• l"].cms::r: -t,:-:; of the 20l+th Di ,;:Lsi on, 
the 330t.h Di vi~ior1 _., and the Ji.th Div:i. si<:,n ·,-:ere each identified by one 
pr-lzoncr~ 1k .. :Llo tho 308th Dj_•,r.i.sion was i"dentifi0<!. by t,~-o prisono~so 'l~·iesG. 
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Combat Cpor.:ltion After Action Report (HCS: M!1.CJJ-.'Z3) (K-1) 

individuals were prob;.lbl;'T tra:i..nod by the identified divisions and the11 
sent south as r.:1,l.:i.cc:-.lf":nt.E>. 

d. Er.cr,1y Si tw:i.tion at the Co:.rplctio::1 of Operation PEGASUS 
Although t:1€., total cn~r;JY strength :i..r1 the o.rca. uas reduced b;::- the mo-_rG;J,_cnt 
of the 325G Ji•.Jinfon out of the PEGASUS AO, the an'ival of rcplaccm~r,·~ 
personnel ~ctu.:i.11;1 produced an j_ncrease in tho strengths of the units 
within the 30hti1 Div-lsiono Considcrin,,;; t~i.e enemy confi;."'.med losses or 
lll.325 men GJ.1d the displc1.cem:,mt of the 3~~5C DiYision~ against the input 
of replaccr.:cnts, the total enem:r strength in the operational area a.t 
the coripletion of FEG1\SUS was est:L;n,:,,t.ed to be 10,9350 NVA. 

e. Int,elligence Gained 

(1) 325C NVA Division 

(n) 'rhe 3;::5c NVA D-lvision had move~ south f-r.,::n ::.ho 
Khe Sanh area to the B-3 Front (:er CTZ)" Its ;-rlthd:r--1.wal :fror.1 t.h.:; u.l',.;-:. 
began about one week before the initiation of 0:9e:cation PEGASUS. 

(b) The 8th Bn, 29t}1 Re.gt, 3250 Div J' vhich hsd been 
located in the Khe Scri.h area as a. unrt of the 32.:;c Div:ision. i;:; now t.o-
1.ieved to be an :L"'ldcr.,endcnt ba.tt,alion op-0ratir,g. betw-:ion K,CSB .. and Ca. Lu;> .. 
The 29th I~zt, 32.5C Div:;, which is loca.t.cd v:-est of Hue, ·is b{>J.iev,::d to 
contain three battalions: the 7th a...11.d 9th Bns, and a new 8th Bn which 
infiltrated from Horth Vietna.,u in early January 196$. 

t~) 304th NVA Division · 

(a) On the basis of documents and interrogation 
reports, the 24th Regt.9 .304.th Div, which had been ca.rr-led near Hu~, is 
now belie-..red to be located in the Khe Sa:rJ-. area.. (At, least t,wo brJ.s 
of the 2l1-th Regt did participate in the Battle of Hue; but apparently 
returned to the Khe Sanh area sometime in late Februa:ry or Marcho) 

(b) Although the 57th Regt is organic to the 301,:th 
Div, according to unit history, only ano prisoner (from a -t.r2nsportv.tion 
group) stated that the 57th P..egt ;-:as subordi'nato to the 301,th Div,, Ee 
stated that the 30hth Div contained four reginents: the 9th:- 2l~t:1, 57th, 
and 66th. Howover~ none of the 11 prisoners captu1-cd from the 304th Div 
stated that the 57th Regt was o.-. element of the <livisiono Althoui3h the 
57th is still carried on the. encmY orde::t• of battle as subordinnto ·to· the 
304th Div-P its status is questionable. If it is subordinate to t110 30l,..th 
Div, it is either a fourth infantry 1'8giment, or it is also known as (AIL\) 
the 24th Regto 

(o) Five prisc,ners gave unit designations that were 
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1:;ithc:r different fron the known order of battle. 01· else reco_mizod as 
tr.:i.in:i.nz. d:i.visic:ns 10ca.ted-·in ih:i--th Vietn?-.m. !(!:though :infiltration 
numbers i'c:- t'.nc s,::: \::r:.:d~s tl,re not 1;:r;oi·.";;l., it, is believed 'chat two batt.alion­
:;;ize 6r(,~j.;-s fr..:-:r:i t,lv., Jor>th Div, nnd p;ssibly ~ir,c bat·:-,alion-sizc grol;:.p 
from th::: 330t:1 Div c.::i.rno into the Khc Sanh .o.rea to zupply rep1.:i.ccme;•nts 
to t.he 30!,th JJ:.i.v. 

• (3) ?,:t,h A,~t.illcr.y Rer:;:i~i:Gnt. Docur:,::r:.ts piGked up in t.rie 
Ehc So.nb ar,~a idcnti.ficd the 7:~·tn Artillo:r-.r R"::!1.-;-jj. J.·;VA. Oi.'(:o:c of ~10.ttlo 
i!1d:~c.?:~c s tl--0..s Ul1it ~ .. rn.s subo:r~lir1..~te to the 325 I,!V"J~ Gfa.Ji1I3Gf'T J); .. "'lisio:'l in 
North Vietr.n:r.~. Tn.i.,; is the first ind...i.ca.tion of the 7b'th Art:J.lJ.cry Reet 
in Sou·:;h Vict..1'1c..--:-_., 

(L;) Anti-Aircraft; A:r--r,:iJ ... lc1·y., NU:,10rou::, rci::orts en;;::no:t1.r~g 
fr-om t,he :{he Cenh o.rco. concor:1-i..ng NVA use of AAlt i,•:eil}_)Ons :·,ere rccd.vcd 
before Oy-,craticn PEGASUS boga"l,., Although piJ.ots cl!1i:::1ed to have zccn ail" 
bu1--:::;ti:. and :i.n.ag0:.-y :Lntor1,ret-ers rcv0aled ·,\/Li:. ,mapons a.;d. 0rr.:1J.acm:-,r1nts ii1 
the area, no coni'~.r::,10.t:i.on of tho presence of tr1eze 1-teapons was r;,.7:sclo u,,til· 
6 A1Jril. ·~11 that d:::..y Co C, lsL Dn l 12th Cav cU. scovercd me part.iaJJ.y 
dcs'i:,roycd 57rn:n /1.,\A piocG and 200 rou."1d$ of 5?1'.ifl\ m-:--.s.uni tic·:1. 'inis t'icapon 
was produced by tho So,.,-::.ot Un~.m w.d wa::; the f::Lrst 571~, IVv\. wea.pon cap­
·tured in the :kpub}.5.c oz Victn::-;Jo 

(5) J.1"10:r. A:.:~nor had be,~n co:::f5.r:wd in t-h0 K.110 3.1).nh ;?.roa 
8:illCC 7 Fcori.:2.r,-r when ,:;::;ven P'i-76 tn."'lks '\·,Cl''.) destroyed in an cne,;,:J 'cocro­
irnitcd. I:nf2.ntry/Arr.c0r 2,;:,:sault on the I.'.l.ng Vd. Sp,:~cial Forces C.~:,p, Al­
'"tl1oi..1Jl1 a11.1c\r :.1as u .. ~cd ir1 <li1"'X)ct s111):)or-t of this at·~,ack .. t.!1cr~ ~r~s t:. J. ◄lck 
of t-i,c coo2ili.r;.2.ted 1tso of ~r::ior eJ.ther 5-".l a diract or gener8.l ~u::-:-;~ort 
role duri..,g Opratiufi ?EG!1.SUS. Arner eler,~.z!!ts ,3vc1.cled contact vr-lth }liH!\F 

• • • • l • ', • • s ~ . l . . ' .I,. • d ,:; u;·!J.:~s -c.nrou.e....-1.oi..r::, "tnc op:ar2..'t1.0n •. cveA~'1...1.. t,~·.11 ~s \'lerc sign.~..,ea. -2.r1 0nf,;i2.ec~, 
b . 1y ; ' ' ' b . + ' •• t 1· ,. u .. en ~ one 2s _i.01O1·,r.: "i:.0 n.f.J,V(; 'een c.es.,royeu. aur:i..1g .1e opcro:0:.or:.. · 

9 0 (U) M.i.r;sion~ Provisfonal. Corps Viet.n~n,, r-,::d.nforced by P.cpubEc of 
V.ictna:m ,h~:,.od Forcciz: Tai,1-: F'o:rceJI attacked to o:pon Highw,1.y 9 i'ro::r, Ca L .. 1 
1,;cst to l1h0 Se.:nh Cor.~b::i,L B~.:.Ge; link up 1·d.th- IwCB; and destroy enc!i,y forces 
in tr.e north-..r-:!:,,';:., portion. of the PCV zone. 

,0 . 1.'U) ... . 
"d l' · D · · . 0 

""'- • t . ' -'- · l . 1 1 ' ae ; 1 ·.a1::i..r.tc J .. \i--is:ton 1..:11.-vic~ ea. .a uoccplVl.CJr.1. lj t!:L."1 o~r _o:unc~1) .. r1g 
8.n· atto.c}: J.t 3006OOI-I _Harch 6B, f}:r.nerall;y north ·c.cw2.rd tho D:V-Z ~.lon.g the 
G:1.o Ll..Ylh Co.:i.sta.J. Plains nort,heast o:f Dong Ifo. ('l"F KILO)., 

b,, 1st C,w Di.r (A:irr.v:rl:,iJ.e)(:e.eL.-,,fQrccd) ..i.tt(lcked on l April 1968,, 
in ccorcl:inat:i.on vrlth tho 3d ARvU !Con TF. in a combined grou.id 2.nd hoJ.i­
boma operat:i.0:1, to. ck~r o.nd open High~m.y 9 from Ca Lu w¢st to JG---e Sanh · 
Combat Bnse nnd to destroy the enemy confronting the baso,. 

11. (U) Execution: Inclosu.re 1 

12 
~::.«v\" r"'; ~ ""°'\~F"'~ r. n 
~~,~\ t ~ .. -;, .:,.}J u ~~<L 
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(1) O:'.)c1·r:.t:i.on PEG.'.SUS 3t~ccccdcd in rconc11ing Hi,s:1',T('-7 9 c:.nd 
r-c 1i!:J·v-:·.~·:.;: .,~1-:c !~he ;;J .. rtb. Cor1b2.t Br .. cc. !~1·::.~c-1.t:_t:. cont~ct. ::~0.d not b0{~n #~~ ~r-~n_-..,:y 
0.r;; ~1<;:.:.c:~;·;::.~.:,n(., t~·ro ci:o!:1~, st1ffc~·-'0d t>.0 lo:~s of l,.325 pcrso:1':tel :L1. t1t.J 1.5 
(1.~~:;" c·:'>:!;:•:;;'..,~'(:r:, 1'hc c[l.:-:ture of l:irc:•:c ca.cho.s of r::}:1::1D.:.!::_t,~: .. or: 2.nrl :-:.·.·r•.;1;~1JJ,J;s ur..­
()cutrt~c·.1?· i:-:~:.E(t:.ct-..:Jpcd t:·10 er .. e.j:.1.;r a:~1d c1.7Ca:lled 2J1J' opcr.::..tio::"o...: y].A":.r1~ in t:-10 
h~'i8 !.--.~.;:_--._;1 Q'L~cc:.. 

, (2) TLo enc::·~; c:1.:1.~~gcd fro~.1 f-,X~ of.fons:1,,0 ·post1-1.r0 to :.1 d-~ for~sj.ve 
nt\·,:Lt:K~c .::..r~ ho ~•.r~s forced il1to :-~~O\intc.l.21 1,,,ct:ceo.ts an.d. 1~e3t, i.rrt~o I,AOS •. is tho 
fr·:.e::.C:.J .. y· 1.:~·::'.. ts CGr1-::,estcd t.11.0 cc.r1trol of trie a.re::., t,he er1e,r(r 1~r.~c d1::;:·1ied ·the 
i1il~v:~:~-~~~-Yc ·::,c l'1tu1c~1 c?.n att~ck ag.1.i.1:c:t :c.he con:bn:'" baze.-v .. ~thcut a 7'i\'l . .jor re-

CapturcC 

lioi Cl-:.2.nh 

r- -:·, 
,.;,i). 

:; c: 
,.:,.V,s 

l.~. :::;, • 
U ,:3. 

L-2 C:~::··::.:.nc 
~.)r-01-.'!"i:~r~.c.: /\u .. to1.:~,::.tic llifle 

u., ~) ~ 1·£-1,.\ 
u.s. ::::-16 
-r <"' ,., .0. 
u.s. 

1302 

1 

1321 

i·I-'/ (:,.: Grc;:::.ai.11 
.. 1 I.(1.\1, 1c;-:c r 

3t1l'1-~·:~r'-h~l'O e,:-n (i'iot i'-:·!,,d·.,1~.t;:;'\1 ~1dc;,.•-.-t-_;_.._ .. '='-'ir.~cl) 
I.•- '"'·•-....,••-• .. ~ C,,1 ~-.. ~ ...... .., • 4 ..... V ~,._,, 

S1:o~i;grC".:. 1:~ g~.it.:,e 

J'JC-h? 
AE-50 

6 
15 
3 
6 
l 

lS 
5 
5 
/;~ 
3 
1 

lh'; 
95 
8 
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K·-t:.scrs (Ho -r, furi;hei• :5.d.o~, tL'i.0d) 
SovirYt 7, 62:;:;.;.i -C:istol 
·J.•P,'i'_,', () ':;lfG (1.r_As·· -c1· 11~-;--:,, .. ,.,, .-\~---nt _.; f'·'. ,:-.rl) .... 'I>. ;.."' / 1-. ... \J.'I :,., ~ .... ' ,,•.J. .. !..• j,l. - ,Ii..((.; .., -.A.-~:; ..... 

Fla:rc }>istols (llot. .fu:i.:·t::~~:r· :: .. u0~r~i.f5 .. oc1) 
Sr.:.ipc:r 1-::Lfl0s \U:.;t fu::.--t:1.~~r :: .. d~.:1'1°t,:l.fied) 
Ind.i·/idu~l .. ea.pc:.:s (llot 1::rc•k:.·n d•:i-,ir~) 

Total 

U c- H 1• ") ,., . ,-. ' . . ...:>. ~-.-.,l ,,,.~.c.o.ne l!Ull. 
Hac:'line gun cal .,30 
Ifach:'..1:io [;tltt .;:,::i.l ~ ;:;O 

1 

2 
.4 

208 

555 \ 

7 

IU)D L:.'i..ght lbch:~r.,J -:•w1 29 
Ught E::.cr.ine &;.t:i 

1

(1.Iot further ident.ified) &, 
He::cvy Hachinc Gu~ 12. 7rrJ:i. 3 
i~ockc<:. !..ir1..u:ncl1e1.,<tf 3. 5:~.i:i 2 
Rocket,· L:r .. 111.ch,;;:• f.:I'Gr-2 (B---li-0) 23 
Rocket L:.u.'.iche:e llPG=·? (B-l►l) 2 
n.i:~c.oi:Llcr;;z Hiflo 57r::,!rl 2 
l'bco:i.llcss ii;:Lfl0 ~;(;i;-;u l 
Recoilless Rifle 106rr,r;:i. 
lleco:Ule$5 Rifle: (No'c, fu;r•t.he:r. identified) l 
Ho:i.'tar 6Cr:m l~ 
Horta::- C2rrt.1 6 
t101 .. t.ar 1..~,p2 in 
llo:--tnr 'i\.1.be (Not further identi.fied) 
Crc".': S,n:·vcd \·leations (lr ot, broken do,,111) 

1\n-ti-Aircrcft, 1'..:rtilkry 12 .. ?r:tn 

Onc-Qt1n.r".;er Ton 
TrJ.5 .. 1--::r::; 
Bus ( Ci 'lili:m 'l"'.fPc ) 
Bic;'{cles 
}lot.or Scootei.~ 

174 

2 

2 

l 

3 
l 
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Cal .. 30 
Ca.l .30 Ct>.rbine 
7 .62nun 
Cal .h5 
Cal .50 
12.?r.-m 
Or~.ul~. Am.::; (lfot broke,: 

H-79 
3. 5:i.n 
B-1+0 
9◊--111'11 RR 

DECLASSIFIED 

2 Co.ses plus 

J.1;.0 1J aces plus 

2.h,l;S:O 
?.qOCC 

I' . ·. • ~ ,-• ·, 
{1.:.:, :_ :_,(.) 

5,CGO 
f;, 51:: 
1,7:JC 
3, ')32 

80 

Rockets (Not i\,rther id,,rl•:j::.i'2.cc?.) 

879 
5 

60mm. l-lortar 
SJ.mm I•:ortar 
82111:cl Ho rt.::J.r 

105r.'CG': Arty 
155nr:. -Art:r 

Ilinas, · grcnr.des. 
& Cla~;.:-,orcs 

TNT 

Equipm.cnt and s.,_l;:>pli.cn 

Gas ?:ask::; 
Canned Foods 
Rad.ios 

us 
c;ucom 
Ii VA. 
Not Sr,cci.i'icd 

Field Phone:. . 
:JS 
i'i ot Specified. 

}.JJ.tenna (RC-292) 
. P :.i.cks (NVA ) 
::-:ens Kits 
f icks and Shovels. 
Rnb'.:icr CBR Suit 
P-l'.dio Repair Ki ts 
Ice Chest 

h Cc.ocs plus 

2,795 
20 

1,493 

3 Pallets 

l C:cc.te plus . 1,180 lbs 

Cantur-'3d .,..;:;:.i.:., __ 

132 Cw.sc::::i plus 
58 -

200 

G 
1 

3 

3 
6 
2 

63 
ll2 
400 

1-
4 
l 
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, '] i~I·r •rr• 78f.:l+G!> H0/.JJG v,:1.l'J LdI 6th Co, 2d. Er. ·1st Rogt, 325c -'-.J 
_·,.LJ 

14 .\pr 
.,,,-. 
••• J.) ??1~,;;ri' BUI l~G0I 111.r 8th fodepcmc.cnt En 

-r.- HOI CH,m (Hotumcc) 

g. Cor:.pa::-:~son of' St.i·,mi?,ths in AO Befora e.nd After PEGASUS 

ffiUT 

304th NVL Div 

9th Regt 
1st l?n 
2d En 
3d Bn ·, 

24th i1egt 
4th Dn 
5th Bn 
6th En 

57th Rcgt 
l/(h Dn 
5th Bn 
6th En 

66th·Regt 
'?"CJ1 I3n 
8tl"! ."3r. 

6c:th .Arty Regt 

325C l!VA Div 

101D i"tezt 
lzt 13:n 
2d Bn 
3d Bn 

. ? , 750 

1,450 

l.'i'OO 
(j,50) 
(350) 
C:'50) 

1,700 
(;,50) 
(350) 
(~)50) 

J.9'700 
(350) 
(350) 
(.3 50) 

1,700 
(350) 
(350) 
(.350) 

XD C727 

-do-

J.D f'.230 
-do-
-c1o-
-do-

V5.c Iiue 
-de-
-do-
-do-

XD 8323 
.. doCD· 
-d.o-
-do-

7J) 92.31 
-do-
-clo-. 
-do-

::C:D 7~\3S 
-d.o-
-do-
-do-
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10,000 

l 700 ,. 
-1».soo 
U,50) 
(l,50) 
(450) 

1 1/'500 
(1~50) 
(1.50) 
(450) 

1:)800 
(450) 
(h5O) 
(MO). 

XD 72JCJ 

YJ) 701:.5 
-dr:-.. 
---.::.o~ 
-d.o-

-do-
-do-

S of 10·w· Sc:u:h 
-do-
-do-
-c.o-· 

S of Khe Sdnh 
-do-
-do-· 
-do-

17 200 Vic Kho S.mh 

Unlccatcd 

Unlocat~c1. 

Div 

I 
i 

"' 
1',, ' '11>:·, 



~wII-7.:!! 
:::iUDJ.i.:;C'l': 

95C He_s;·i:, 
4th Bn 
5th Bn 
6th Bn 

· rntdcn t:i. f5.ed · 
An.101~ Rc,:·t (-) .... ' 

1//00 
(350) 
(350) 
(350) 

350 
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XD 7,"J,,8 
:<D G21,2 
XD 854-6 
XD 791.,.7 

Kho Sc1,nh 

fo.ng Vei 

Unloca.tcd 
Unloca:c.ed 
Unlocated 
Unlocated 

350 

UNK 

Hof Co. Lu 

Total Before PE:GASUS 

30M,h NVA Div -· 7,750 

Totul After PEGASUS 

304th NVA Div 109000 
350 325C · 1-IVA Div - 5,200 · 

164th Arty Rogt - 1,200 
8th Bn, 29th Regt 

Total 

13 .,. (Fouo) Ao.m.inistr<'.ti ve Matters~ 

D.. Supply 

Total 

(l) On 28 Fcbruar-J 1%8_? the HQi l-:ACV Forward Jo;int Staff 
?lax1ning Group wa.s established, .,,J.th rf;:OX'.::lscntation by the Office of ACof.S 
Gl~, i✓:11.CV i\·;·uo Log:tsticaJ_ feasibility strtd.ies ,..,reTe completedjt together i·r.i th. 
·1ogistica.l sup1xlrt concepts and plans for the forthcoming campaign, t,o in-
clude Or,cre.t:i.on PEGASUS. . 

(2) On 16 W.d 17 H,::,rch 1968, the 0:t"fice of the ACofS~ G4~ 
PCV., conducted a. lcig1stic.:i.l planning conference incidental to O~eratio:n 
PEGASUSo The conference .. m.s attended b1r represontativos eif the' foJJ.01,,ring 
oi-ga.'lizations: III J;fo.i~ine Amphibious force~ Force Logistics Con:nand, 
Do.n.m1;::; 26th General Support Group of the U.S. A-rm:_-r Support Corrt:1and)) 
Darw.ng5 Force Logistics Support Group A; 1st Ca.v Div (Airrnobile; 101st 
Abn Div; a.r.d. the Jd Marine D.i.v., 

(,,) 'I'1..c, .,..,r~-,-~=, ·b-'~..--'--l·,e o·"' \t.:f- -.a.J.. ),.- ~~-l •o,...,,.., u J1:,.;1..t•.:Hl.' J_ 

wa.c to fornrll.1ate a cor;;cc:pt of logj_st:i.c::,,1 ;;upport 
inclttde delineation of x·,~<;1.r;_'.);;J.;_,' 1•c,cuirements for 

the plru.u1ing confc:r:ence 
for Oper~tion nGASUS~ to 
forces to be supported. 

(b) The conferees dctel'i;1:i.11ed t.hat the opera ti en was 
feasible from a logistical sta.ndl)oint; but only ,·d. th un:LYJ.terrup·~~ed use 
01' l--0utc 91 and pres-i:.ockage of five (5) days of supply (DOS) 9 all cls:i.s~0;.::~ 
in tho vicinity of Ca Lu, the site of t.he Forward Support Arca and LZ STliD~ 

(c) Lot;ist:i.ca.l sup!)ort for O:r,eration PEGASUS was a joint 

J.8 
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(ft~~ ri --::,-10' :.~ ~· n71-i/' 11 r; r I : ' ..:.I ( ~ ' .::, 'I I , , ~ I • 

A VII-r ;r: ~---..J,....,; U~-.J L: L-1 ..... .._:::. 
.;'';'-I.;.:;/:. C::::·'bi\t. Op,:1•atj~n2~ ! .. ft-:r Action iv)port (RCS: HACJ.3-.32)(K-l) 

.,• • • i- ,..-"-:"~···t ,, h-, .,..,..~ "A"' · --·, · "c: ,..,..,,.tr S -~· C - ·and 1"71 ,... . .,. (-. __ c.r~! c, ..... ,.,..u«, C-.c ••,1 • .J..ll. 1'cu., U->!_.1[;, V,v. ,l.-,'V uppO.i."C, O,,C:., ' 0ui., 

L, ris~1c:: Go:-; and. o.nc1. Nc::al Surmort _\ctiv.i.ty ~ssets. cruLi.inat.ing in a 
-~l ·--''.-."r, ...... ' ~ ·.,,.,.· ·, ,.,·~·-· "·1 ._... ·' ,.,.~t- Su,.~ly'·ou"'"'O...,,. f"" J. C . .-~c.-.·.L~ ·.c • .C: TC"f.iO ... ;;.,J.VC --0::.,J..o'C:.,C, .••• ..,,.,,por-c, "•'"' CJ:'lo ;,,._;; w .l':· ;. l, 0 .. 

:-:.hr:: oyicr.:>,t:;_0n .-:::.s to cc.7,10 .f.,·on 't!:e FSA cstr1blished in the Vicinity of 
Ca Lu. ·;_'he r.::;,~ ,-.-o.s operated by UoS.Ar~i::r S1rpport Cor;;:nand,s, Dr,.,.11angi, with 
p::rsc,x::t.r:J. ~T!i.\ ecjuip;:;•.:,:1t 2.ugr:1ent.ation provldcd by Fleet L.;;gistics Com­
mand. Go-locv.ted wlth tho Ca Iri.1. FSA was the Forward Sunport Elemen·t 
(FSE) est.:i.r)lished by the l:c/.:. C.::i.v D:L v (;';;.-:) • Ti1e logistical support con­
cept v,::,o pro;-:iulgated in the }'CV Cpcr.:i.tiGn. Flan l-680 

{3) On· 21 Harch, the Ca Lu FSA was established a:,1d p:.·0-
stockag?, all classes, ,·ras set. at 5515 STOHS. On 31 lfu1"Ch~ 80 percent 
of the prcctockaee objective uas a.chj_evcd and r.o:cmal resupply of tho 
attack.inc; forces began on l /~pr:i.L · D;i.:D;r resupply :..--eo_uiremcnts ,rr..,110 
1133 STCNS. ~toch:ae~ levels proved 2.d0c:u3.tc to meet. ·c.J.1 operaticinal' 
requir0rs,cnts, anc. ei:~ploy;:,ent of the prestock concep·c-· greatly facilitated 
tho oper.;.tion, particuL:trl.y during its j__ni tial stag,r:;c., St~pplie:::: ~ · ,;:_·:::, 
provided fro::. two r.-,ajor supply points 1 :FL'3G_B ~ Done rI,".'!., a su.bo:rd.:l.nate 
element of FLC, D.:man.~, and the Logid5,c Over The Shore. (LOTS) sit.0_1 

c:::tabl:i.2h0~'. ,1.
1
;; '.iu.ndcr Bct:ch on li- Harch. Or-icration of -the LOTS site · 

Has a joint. effort cr,1ployine; the asf.;ots of the· 159th ~'?-ransportation Bn 
(Tcrr.unal). a subord:i.nate element of U3ASi_fPCOH. Dai:.::.::tf:: 9 and the 625 
Supply and Se:--v-lce Company, a s1,>,orc.'l:;.,1~;:::te clement of -:~he .26th Gone:i..~a.1 
Support Group, ..:;,1plo~1F,ent. of the LC'.~S co::-iccpt mati:a·:::·::i.:.:1.lly enha,.'1Ced the 
supply pos-t-1irG for nol~thern I CTZ (HIGTZ)., 

(L..) J\n informal cross sc;:-v-.i_ce agrecrnnt w~s achieved. 
on .:lliiGltlr.dJ:,ion rec;up;:ily heforc the COLl!'l<;)DCe1110nt oi' th0 operation., 'I'h.t::i 
agreement not only facilitated bookkeopin,g 9 but assn.red the commo:mo.ors 
of continued G.t:imuni tion oupport in t:1e event heav-.r contact should ca.use 
a severe dra,·,"Clown of one service I s stoc~so 

(5) In.i.tial drawdo1.!l1 en stocks at Khe Sanh Combat BasE.1, 
through consumption and restrict:ion of rosuppJ..y, commen.ced on 9 Aprll 9 

However, tho Ca Lu i;'SA reuafoed the primary logistical installation in 
support of Operation .PEG1lSUSo , 1 

' 
(6) Fleet, Logistics Cornuond assumod responsibility fol .. 

the operation of the Ca Lu FSA subsequi:mt to tho ter.ininatiol'l of Operation 
. PEGASUS_ 

b. Trnnsportation 

(1) · Tho Ca Lu. FSA was prostocked a.-id resupplied pr-l­
r:l.ll.rily irJ.a Route 9~ employing the tra.n::;port.:::.:tj_on asc,Bts of t,hzi 5':'•i';h 
Transportation Bn (Truck), aug.r.ented by -cransportatio:-:i truck assets 
belonging to FLO, Danang. 
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:.iUBj}:C'l': Co:-,l:,,:...t Operations After Action Rt.~port. (RCS~ MACJ.3-32) (K-1) 

(;;:) On' ca.11 .?.c:d .. al resupply ,·ras ,1.Yailable for resu:r,ply 
sw::;::ort of Cpcl'<3:Gion PEG:\SUS; h011,2;ver, u.nir.terruptcd U$0 of Route 9 
nego:ccd tr1.:Ls rcquircmento 

(3) During the ear.J..v stages of the operation the Khe 
S;:.nh Co:·:1b0,t B2.se continued to be rost1p:91ied by air; however, on 15 
i,prilJI the first truck con.voy pro'Vi <led rezupply to the base~ 

c9 Cor,r,mnications 

(1) Posi t,i v0 comrr,~mica tions 1.-1e1--e requ-i.rtc)d fro::1 IZ STu'D . 
to tho Kh.e Sa."'lh Combat Base~ as wall as to Cn..-np E~n:.:; and Ph,u Bai;, one<~ 
the l Co.v Div (l,1'U a.sstlll1ed 0PCOH of the 26th 1-iarino Regto Voice circui ta 
ir.to KSCD ,·,ero routod over the fili/'l'PJ:,-97 tr,?pozpheric scatter system. to 
th0 Hue-Phu Ba.i area and were then t:r.a.n(;ferrcd to the high capacity 
t:ropo system. between Hue and Khe SJ.nh., 

(2) Upon termination of Operation PEGASUS, the Marino 
,';N/T~C-97 tc1r:tlnals uere lef'I:; in place but returned to 1farine control~ 
'>:hey were t.h:;;n -used for i11tema.l control by·thc 3d Haru1e Div-lsion~ Tho 
Ar:rry cc:uipment, used m the opel'ation was ret1..u~t1cd to the 63d Sign.al Bn 
cont.j.ntcncy as2-ets for use in subsequent operations., 

(3) Careful pdor pla.rming:;, thorougl1 coo:rdinationJJ and 
nutm:iJ. cooperation on the part of signal staffs of III HJ\17 ~ PCV)l 1st. Cav 
Div (/\1'i) ;;.nd. 'l:,he performance of elements oi the 63d Signal BnP 1st Sig­
nal Br·i .'!ado (STRA1'COi·i) combined to score a. u.n:t(,ue coir.murdcntions success 
a\:.d contributed to· tho fo.voi'abls outcome of the .operation .. 

(1) li'ield Evacuation Procedures 

(a) '.!.'he evacuation of patients f.r·om t.he field p:Lcl~-
up s:i. te s to the: clea.ring stat.ions was nee 0;11pllshed by he lico·:,ter. · S,::;iv,3ral 
different ccncepts were uoed - depending on the r::ei"'Vice" 

(b) The 1st 
1,:J.ncos for .:-.ll field pick-upso 
piclc-up::; for the ARVN Abn TF ~ 

Cc.,_v Div (Ai-I) utilized org,1nic air a.mbt1.­
'.ibese air ambul,:,.nces also provlded field 

(c) 'i'he 1st 1:arine ?.e,f.rt detailed -t,wo hel:tcopte:rc for 
tho s·cccif'ic mission of' evacuating ca.nua.lties. By doing so, they ut:\.lized 
a system s::iJ1.Jiliar to that, of tho 1 Cav Div (i1E). These helicopters W'1re 
poo~~t:Lcnud at the ccrapor1ite Regir.1ental .Aid Station for irmnediate dispatch 
to t,he field pick-up site., 

(d) The 26th lfarine Ivegt utilized no:r:-... al aviation 
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2.u".)11o;.~t, of the 3d Ifo..r Div to::i :11a~w field pick-ups. · 1hey did not use heli-,. t' 

co:~i.:.CJrs cpGcii'lc;::.J..1y dd,2.:Llcd for air evacuation, but utilized a.'ly heli-
CoJ::.cr available in the ;0.roc1.,. 

(2) Initial Hcdicc.1 'I'rc<l.tmcnt, Fa.ciliticc 

(a) Clearing :Jto.tions or comparablo fad.lities we;:,~ used 
0.:-:tcJ.10i '\'"ezy as the ini -C,:L,:11 ti"'e;::{jn,;;~t facility :in thG cha:in of eva.cL1atiCl1 
duri.x1.r-; t:'i.s opsr:1t:i.on. l'i-d.s dii'fors sor:1e\-;:1at frcru _other operations 9 Hhoro 
casualties 'l·rorc. often ev2,C'J.ated f:·o;.1 tho field directly t,o a hosµitaL 

(b) T}:e lr.t Cav D:i.v (AH) had two clearing stations loc­
ded at ::Z.. S;.2UD. N,:J,:;rly. all patient::; 1-;-ere. eYncua.ted fron the field pick--up 
oitcs to one of the.so two c}.c,,ir-.1.ng stations., 

(c) Tho 1st :1nr:i.n0 Reg'i:. util5..z0d o. co.:nr,,osit;:; Eogim:o:ntal 
1\.id :.Station ~1.d n.tt,acbod r.10-dical St't~j:Jol~ tec.111. Tr;.;ts ga\re it ~ cape.city 
sir,,iJ.i,:,.r t::: ~-::;. Am,:y clc.1.rir1r; statj_on. 'i':d.s facility was located at Ca Lu 
and fJrovi<.lcJ. :L;i.:Ltial trcc.t;~~ent, for personnel of the 1st Ifari..'1e F.ogt., 

(ci) The 26th H.';.~.u"lO Reg-'c. was sup;iorted by Co C (-), 
Jd lied En, :x. l:::i.r Div. This unit's fa.cill "(;y was loca,tcd at Khe Sanh and 
".ftLS co1ripar:::.b1r:: t<.> c1n AI"f:\f clc0.ril1g stition, Initial ·C.;.--e~tm:311.t 1·1as p:z·ovidcd 
pr::_or 1':, cVc,<..:1,D,t.icn. i,l::;o c~r..;;idercd a part of t).:e initial troa.tr:iont fcl.c- · 
ilities utiJ.izcd. '.:>y the r.:.::i.rbe~~ ',·:as D Co:,, 3d l-Icd.B:n 9 3d M.::,'l:' Div, in Dong Ha. 
This u:1:.t :,:c'."; o. c::-ca~:,er capab:i.l:i.ty thc11-i does an, -Array clearing station., Co 
D ·was uti::i.:.zct~ ·co provi<l~ C.!ncrgency resuscitation 1..'1.d as a collecting point 
for ~:iaticn-:;s h,,-J.1,g evacuated south by fixed 'tT:U1.g aircraft. 

(0) The A:S:.HJ Abn TF employed a su:i."'gical team, located 
at 1;::: STUD, i.r. cloo.c pro:::iI1:i. t;:,r to t,he l Cay D:tv (.AH) clearing stations. 
'l'l1i:. tc~n provided. ir1itio.l treat::,'-ent to the AXvU perso:.mel prior to further 
OV.J.CUJ.t2.on, 

(3) Evacuation and Eospi-ucli!.:w.tion 

(a) u#S. li.rTiJ[ pi)rsonnel wr~re largely evacun.ted from tho 
clea::. .. inr: :;tll.tions b;l ;1Du:.toff 11 hclic0pter ll!r'.bulance to the 18th Surgical 
Ho::;pH.:i.i, Qu.:1.ng Tri •. Semo patients were evacuated diroctlj" to the 22d 
[.h-.,·cict~l Hospitr.:.l, Phu Bai. 

(b) The Arl.v'N Abn TF personnel were evacuo.ted from the 
sul"eicr,.l te.-lJ-;i. facility by 11Dustoff11 .:ind U.,So Air F'orcc f'iY..ed wing to tha 
Ncuyen Tri Phong Staticn Eos:)itD.J., Hue., Some of the more ::ieriously wound­
ed were ovacu2.tcd to tho Province Hospital, Qunne Tri. 

(c) Harine pe2'."somcl belonging to both the 1st lr.a.rino 
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Hcginent, Md the 26th 1-ta.r-.lnc Ree;inent wo:;.·•c e~re.cuatc:~ -~·- --.·.-. '.·.:r\~: Jccincnt3.l 
Aid Station and Co C tc 11Delta 1-fod.11 (Co D1 ]d Hod En) in Deng Ho.: F:Pott 
there they were evacuated by fi."'{l.;;:d wing aircraft to the 3d r-fod Bn (-) 

9 
in 

Phu Bai, ,-;here de.fini ti ve care was bcgu:n. A few per5onnel of the 1st 
Earine Rcgt "ticnt directly to C Co_, lDt 1·1ci:1 Bn, Phu Bai., 

(4) Evaluation 

(a.) Although scr'1.r-::d:.c systems ::-oi.'O used for vndouc 
clements, there was little duplication of ·cffo;.•t~ Provisio;1.s i'laz,0 l.ilG.clo 
.for joint utilizD.t:i.cm of 0v-o.cua:liion a.nd -CNC.tmcnt, facilities ,-rhen !1eCe3s­
it.:.·ted by the uorkloa.d. or i.-i the be::it i,."lterasts of the patiento 

. . - · . (b) Thora 1-ra.s som0 c:Li.sr.dv.mtuge to Mat"b'lc pc:rZJomicl 
because of tho loc~\tian of the 3d Med Bn (-) in Phu Baio This made tho 
chain of evncuv.ticn ·to ::rnr;~ica.l tr0atment quite longo This situation viill 
bo eliminated when the 3d Hed Bn (-) moves to Quang Tri., 

a. 1~n&Lne(,r ope:r.:i..:,;;,ons prior to,il and duri."1.g Operation PEG.!\.SUS 
were focused tov1ard th~ aci:;omplishment of thl'\?e :r:ar1jo:ii"_ J'.!!.ission::::i const:ruc­
tion of the FSE/r'JA at LZ STUD w.i th the supporting C-123 m.:rfield; o::;on­
ing and :restor-lng Route 9 from the vicinity o:f Ca Lu to KSCB~ and dir0ct · 
s-..ippor:t of :infan-c.:cy clements ir1 combined ground and heliborne ope1':1tions .. 

bo fa;.g:L.1.eer sup:oi"t for th.:; O}:Jer.::.:~:lon w.::;.::; proVided by elomo1~·;:;,r3 
of the Uot-::. AmG", Navy ;:,ncl l·fo.ri..-ies~ Responsibility to1~ coo:..--di...1.c\"c.io~1 o:--: 
the cnGince::..- n.i:::;;,ion war:: ncsigned to th0 Div-lsion Engineer.., 1 Cav Div (.AM) J1 

~:i th the major construction e:ffo:..~·r, being provided by tho l'Jav-.r .:nd l•fari:10 
clc::'.,c:nt~o Close combn,t su;,~iort was ;?rovidcd f,ir tactical oi;->eration::i by 
tl1"0 8t:C1 Engr Bn Q;i,d. el,,:.':l<";;nts of the 3d Har Div,, -

c .. ·., 'l'ho (:).s"t-.cb1:i ::;l1.11cnt of ·l,he forr:rard suppor-'.; b.9.sc and ai?i'i.e:!.d 
D.t LZ S1'lJD ~~<l t.h~ -.)J:".:,jr1:L~1g of Route 9 to IChc Sm1h 11ere di11icult, eD~1: ... ocr 
tnskn ~:L.:'._,:1~ \·:::.,:.~e l:i.\'::Cc:~e~-.:.-•y f,-:;,1" the success of Or,1era:t.ion PEGASUS., They ;1oro 
acce1:1r,lizhcd by ::i. C()moin3.ticn of the milit.a.:ry ongi.'1,eer forcco or thrco 
services al-:.d rcp1·es1'mt ;:;,,1 outsta.nding achievement in i.."1.te:rservice tc~-
1--rork., _ 
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,~, 0~0rat:i.o:t1 ECA.~U:.3 1,:r.:-: :,. h::_c:l-;l:-' pr(,cl.'\,cti-.,c i~'.1.'l~cr;:ej_..,rj_cc u."lcl~:..Ataldng 
o!: )~:;:;: utmc'.;t r€:n.ur..er,,1t.:lc.:-: - c:.n. encl pro:luct o:t £. :1:'. g:1 o:rd.~r r.:f '.:.r:£1~,~.~:r::.. 
'i.1hi:> t.nru1.t~~\::,:rK., j_nitc1lir.!..r!;3 Ar:~:;r, }~i·a.rine 9 /';/~r Force=- ~Jr~v:-r Sc.::.becs .. p.:,.d I-I~ ... ~r 
lor;is t.:t c:.-; clcr.1cnt.,; ,, :CJ.nod "ucneJ'i ts in teIT-'.....S of <"l cro::;s fusion -of icle1::1s .:•.ml. 
experience~ - p0.1·t.i.cuh,rly in th~ reJltl of ail"l:,ohile tactics and t.0ch:r.i1:-U.o.!:l .. 

b., The opernt~.on · fncused attention on thr: need fo7.' extensive lm-, 1•::rnel 
rcc(.·cu1,dss.:~:),c,;.• to dc,Jt.""::lc,p tLe situat.ior~ in .:tn are~ chn,rc.ctei.ylzcd l}J' u-:.r.ier:J! .. 'Cain 
:i .. nl:,elJ.iger.ceo As ~.n o:i:.::.q:lc: t~1e nssault. plan could not,· be f:L."1aliz0d. 1.1.1~·0il 
:N::cor.naisso.nce had reve.'l.1.<::d ~cccptnble a 1_)proach routes~ l.'1:.ding zones, a:1d 
the location of cneny anti-/ti.rcraft Cm;'.'jlc.cenents, 

c. The o;:.,c:r.'.).tion was an ideal example of the sJnchrcn:i.z.at:~cn of massive 
B-52 strikes, tzctical air SUi_)~Jort, and artillery fi~•e!)Ower, with g.:.'\."'.-Wld 
maneuver;. all ba::od or, rle-J:.;:2:.Ued pre-plc:1.n ... -riing t.nd fire support, C<:io;:--din.?.t:'._on:,, 
centralized U..'ldf:r the Cc-r::nanding Gene1~.:i.1, 1st Cavalry Division (Air.-x•bile). 
Under tneJ·:: codd-~:i.ons;, it wa::. poss:i.ble to a.c;1:;..ev0 se1ectiv-5_ty:1 :flerib:;J.i:Ly, 
re:.,yionsive11c-ss a.r.d a :,;~:tui'ati·cn effect as desired, Th::.s cq::•acity 9 cour,lccl 
\,ith speed of C.Y .. ccut,ion n'?.dc possible b:r ai:r.nobillty, pl'"oved to be decisive -
disrupting the en0my 1s cohesiveness and control, 

d., The opcr['~t:ion was made possible by innr;i...'1ative logistica:. su:p".K:rt. 
'l'he devclopm~nt of the logistics base ct LZ STUD enabled the at.tacking 
clem~nts to be supr:lied by helico,)tcr frcm this base U\1ti_l Higrw.:i.y 9 coulC: 
be oponed for1.-arc. of STUD. 

e,, Tho doceptlon plan, iri;-r.le;ncnted b~r the Cor:naa.'1.dine Ck:neral 9 3d H.7!.rinc 
Division.1 1..-a.s excceclL'i.gly well execut,ed and. a,·m0.~rs to he.ve beE'n succc:::sf-..11 
in confucingg if not ·acceiv'..i.11g, the onerr.y n~ to our true intentions. 

f,, In n.;',ditia:1, th0 opera1:;.1cn was c:-,nducted i.n a.n st..ra c,f int.P.;,.so 
n?ess interes~ ,,1hich defied stringent. cont-:::.~01 ar..d wl1ich resulted in detailed 
"i·eport.iug of intelligence. Huch of this ir.fonation was of value to the 
enerr,y ~ 

PJR 'l'fill COl-.ill..".NmR: 

~ (j/~0-./'-L 
1 0 Ii~ SC:f. 1!.::):'1.Zl\ 
BG.1 1,SA 
Chief of Staff 
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position to oversee the base and reinforce if the need arose. 
~ ~ f?,~ l'WJ.t..tv\,,, ®FiOf.,i,. .~ . • (. ) 

Gensequea-~-a.y, ~-sai-ng--i>a tfie-t1i~4e-aot-everr=l'rave an 
~- . () 

,,o.f.£-ise~i,aJ.=,name • 

-- ......,,---... ... ,. ................... _ .... .C•---~ -- ,,,_ ___ .. _ ... __....-_.._,.,. _ _._ .. _,~-..-a.. ..... ~ .. ·-- •. ,::.. 

The Hill Fights 

// 
/. 

On the morning of 24 April 1967, approximately 30 men from 

the 2d Platoon, Company B, 1/9 along with an Blmm.mortar section, 

' move.d from the Khe Sanh Combat Base to Hill 700, a ridgeline 

roughly,3,000 meters northwest of the airstrip. Their mission 

was to provide supporting fire, if needed, for tpe two remaining 
I 

• I 

platoons of Company B which were conducting a sweep through a 

suspected enemy cave complex north of Hill 861. Once the mortars 

were in position, First Lieutenant Phillip H. Sauer took.four 

men, including a forward obs'erver (FO), a radioman, and two 

riflemen for security, and headed for the top of Hill 861 to 

establish an observation post (OP).\ .As·the team approached a 
\ . 
\\ . 

bamboo thicket some 200 meters from the\crest of the hill, it 
•\ r 

\, 

was ambushed. The point man, a scant five\~eters from the opening 
""-

fusillade, was immediately cut down and the ob~er rifleman was 
'\ 

' also killed. Lieutenant Sauer quickly ordered his men to pull 

back, then stood firing at the enemy with his pistol to cover 

( ) Ibid. 

12 

DECLASSIFIED 

- , 



DECLASSIFIED 

DEJ 
the withdrawal. That was the last time he was seen alive. A 

fourth member of the team, the radioman, was also hit and 

killed; only the FO managed to escape. Although the fire fight 

lasted but a few minutes and, on the surface, appeared to be 

just another small unit encounter, it triggered one of the 

bloodiest and hardest-fought battles of the war. The "Hill 
( ) 

Fights" had begun. 

Even after the lone survivor of the ambush on Hill 861 

returned, the Marines of the 2d Platoon did not know how large 

a force was between them and the rest of Company B. In an 

attempt to recover the bodies of their comrades and determine 

the size of the enemy unit, several men from the 2d Platoon 

moved up to the area of contact but were halted by heavy sniper 

and small arms fire. Finally, the platoon commander, Second 

Lieutenant Thomas G. King, took nine men and returned to the 

ambush site. Moving cautiously through the heavy elephant 

grass, they found two bodies but saw no sign of the NVA. Popping 

a smoke grenade, Lieutenant King guided an H-34 helicopter in 

to evacuate the bodies but its wheels had no sooner touched the 

( ) 3d Marines Khe Sanh AAA, 9 June 1967, pp. 13, 14 (S); In­
terview with SSgt Leon R. Burns, USMC, dtd 12 May 1967, No. 
993 (Oral History Collection, HistBr, HQMC) (S); Interview with 
2dLt Thomas G. King, USMC, dtd 12 May 1967, No. 994 (Oral 
History Collection, HistBr, HQMC)(S). 
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ground when the entire crest of Hill 861 (approximately 300 

meters in width) erupted in a hail of heavy automatic weapons 

and small arms fire. Lieu.tenant King and his men dropped to 

the ground unscathed but the chopper took 35 hits in a matter 

of seconds. The only thing that saved the H-34 from destruction 

was its escort--two UH-lE (Huey) gunships which swooped down and 

raked the hilltop with their machine guns. As the enemy fire 

slackened, the H-34 lumbered into the air while Lieutenant 

King and his men scurried down the slope to a friendlier en­

vironment. There was at least a reinforced company entrenched 
( ) 

on the top of that hill. 

While the mortars on Hill 700 and the heavier artillery 

at KSCB shelled the enemy positions, the 1st and 3d Platoons 

of Company B were directed to abandon their original mission, 

wheel to the southwest and hit the NVA from the rear. They 

were roughly 2,000 meters north of their new objective. The 

company(-) had moved only about 300 meters on the new line of 

march when it, too, walked into a hornet's nest. The point 

squad had just moved down the reverse slope of a small knoll 

( ) 3d Marines Khe Sanh AAR, 9 June 1967, pp. 13, 14 (S); In­
terview with 2dLt Thomas G. King, USMC, dtd 12 May 1967, No. 
994 (Oral History Collection, HistBr, HQMC) (S). 
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GENERAL 

CHAPMAN Leonard F Jr 

LIEUTENANT GENERALS 

WALT Lewis W 

BUSE Henry W Jr 

CUSHMAN Robert E Jr 

WEEDE Richard G 

NICKERSON Herman Jr 

VAN RyzIN William J 

FIELDS Lewis J 

THARIN Frank C 

MAJOR GENERALS 

LEEK Frederick E 

TYLER Paul R 

ROBERTSHAW Louis B 

TOMPKINS Rathvon McC 

FONTANA Paul J 

MASTERS John H 

BOWMAN George S Jr 

YOUNDALE Carl A 

SIMPSON Ormond R 

DECLASSIFIED 

GENERAL OFFICERS 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

ON ACTIVE DUTY 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT 

Cormnandant of the Marine Corps 

Assistant Commandant of the 
Marine Corps (1/68) 

CG FMFPac 

CG III MAF (6/67) 

CG FMFLant/CG II MEF 

Dir Pers/Dep CofS (Manpower) 
(1/68) 

Chief of Staff HQMC 

CG MarCorDev and Educ Comd, •. 
Quant 

( 
Dep'CofS (Plans and Programs) 
HQMC (9/68) 

ADep CofS (Plans) HQMC 

QMGMC HQMC (3/65) 

Insp Gen MC HQMC (7 /68) 

DepComdr III MAF (5/68) 

DepComdr FMFPac/CG V MEF 

Dep CofS CINCLANT 

MCLnOff OP-09M CNO 

CG 1st Ma.rDiv 

CG MCRDep PISC 
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6/67 

6/68 

3/67 

7/67 

11/67 

6/68 

7/68 

8/68 

10/66 

2/65 

7/67 

11/67 

7/68 

11/67 ... ; 

7/68 
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MAJOR GENERALS 

ANDERSON Norman J 

MCCUTCHEON Keith B 

JONES William K 

DAVIS Raymond G 

QUILTER Charles J 

ELWOOD Hugh M 

ROBERTSON Donn J 

ENGLISH Lowell E 

THRASH William G 

CARL Marion E 

.ADAMS Arthur H 

METZGER Louis 

PLATT Jonas M 

DRAKE Clifford B 

ROBINSON Wallace H Jr 

OWENS Robert G Jr 

ANDERSON Earl E 

RYAN Michael P 

CHAISSON, John R 

WHEELER Edwin B 

BRIGADIER GENERALS' 

VAN STOCKUM Ronald R (Ret) 

HT.ITCHINSON Homer G Jr 
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DUTY ASSIGNMENI' 

DepComdr FMFLant 

Dep CofS (Air) HQMC 

DepDirPers HQMC 

CG 3d MarDiv (5/68) 

CG 1st MAW 

ACofS, J-3 PACOM 

CG MCB CamPen/CG 4th MarDiv 
Hq Nucleus 

CG MCRDep San Diego 

COMCAB West/CG MCAS El Toro 

CG 2d MAW (8/68) 

CG 3d MAW 

Dep CofS (RD&S), HQMC 

ACofS, G-1 HQ:MC (3/68) 

DepComdr -XXIV Corps Vietnam 

CG MCSA Phila (3/66) 

ACofS, G-3 HQMC 

CofS III MAF 

Dep Educ/Dir Educ Cntr (6/68) with 
additional duties as Dir Cormnand 
and Staff College MCDEC Quant 

Spl Asst to the Dep CofS (P&P) 
HQMC (9/68) 

CG 2d MarDiv (11/67) with additional 
duties as CG MCB Cam Lej (9/68) 

Navy Dept Bd Dec & Meds 

DepDir, Plans, J-5, STRICOM 
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1TI2 

7/68 

6/66 

1/67 

3/68 

6/68 

8/68 

7/68 

2/67 

2/67 

5/66 

6/68 

2/68 

1/67 

5/68 

3/64 

1/68 

12/67 

6/67 

7/68 

9/66 

8/67 

9/68 



BRIGADIER GENERALS 

BANNING Virgil W 

GARRETSON Frank E 

DOOLEY George E 

FULLER Regan 

PEATROSS•· Oscar F. 

HERBOLD James E Jr 

SAWYER Webb D 

KELLER Robert P 

ARMSTRONG Alan J 

AXTELL, George C 

WEBSTER George D 

FEELEY James A Jr 

LAIIDE,Foster C 

WIDDECKE Charles F 

WILSON Louis H 

MCLAUGHLIN John N 

GLICK Jacob E 

WILLIAMS John E 

FAIRBURN Robert R 

LAWRENCE James F 

HILL Homer S 

DECLASSIFIED 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT 

Dep Spt/CG MCB MCDEC Quant 

ADC 3d Ma.rDiv 

ADep CofS (Programs) HQMC 

CG ForTrpsPac/CG MCB 29Palms 

Dir Mgt Analysis Gru HQMC (5/67) 

CG MCSC Barstow 

Dep ACofS G-3 HQMC 

CG 4th MAW/CG MARTC Glenview (6/68) 

DepDev/DirDevCntr, MCDEC, Quant 

ACofS G-4 HQMC (2/68) 

DepComdr FMFPac (Fwd) (8/68) 
TAD for about 30 days dur Oct 
as ADC 3d MarDiv 

Enroute for du as CG FLC EDA 
17 Oct 1968 

CG ForTrpsLant/4th MEB 

Dir Marine Corps Reserve, HQMC 

CofS FMFPac 

Dir COC USMACV (6/68) 

Dep Dir for Commands/Areas J-3 JCS 

CG 9th MAB (8/68) 

CG MCSC Albany 

DepAsst to the Secretary 
(Legislative Affairs) DOD (6/67) 

AWC 1st MAW 
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LTD 

9/68 

8/68 

9/66 

10/66 

6/66 

11/67 

4/68 

5/68 

2/68 

11/66 

4/68 

5/68 

9/68 

9/68 

2/68 

9/68 

5/68 

4/67 

9/63 

4/68 



BRIGADIER GENERALS 

DOYLE Edward J 

DULACKI Leo J 

OLSON Harry C 

HOFFMAN Carl W 

JOHNSON William G 

HISE Henry W 

SIMMONS Edwin H 

CARNEY Robert B Jr 

POGGEMEYER Herman Jr 

CHIP William C 

SPANJER Ralph H 

CONLEY Robert F 

HAYNES Fred E Jr 

SNODDY Lawrence F Jr 

DWYER Ross T Jr 

HOUGHTON Kenneth J 

FEGAN Joseph C Jr 

BROWN Leslie E 

HUBBARD Jay W 

DECLASSIFIED 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT 

Chief, Middle East, Africa and 
So Asia Div, Plans & Policy 
Directorate (J-5) JCS 

CG 5th MarDiv (9/68) 

CG ForLogComd FMFPac During Oct68 
enroute MCSA, Phila for du as CG 
EDA: 24Nov68 

ADC 1st MarDiv (8/68) 

Asst Dep CofS (Air) HQMC 

AWC 1st MAW 

Dep Fiscal Dir HQMC (8/67) 

Enroute to 3d MarDiv for du as 
ADC EDA: 1Nov68 

Dep ACofS G-4 HQMC 

Sick, USNH Bethesda (Ward T-14) 

Dep Asst Dir Plans, Prag & Systems, 
Defense Supply Agency 

COMCAB. East /CG MCAS CherPt 

Legislative Asst to CMC HQMC (8/68) 

Asst Dir Pers, HQMC (7/68) 
Attending:. Adv Mgt Frog, 
Harvard Univ (9/68-12/68) 

ADC 1st MarDiv (8/68) 

Dep ACofS G-1 HQMC (8/68) 

Enroute for du as ADC 2d MarDiv 
EDA: 11 Oct 1968 

Dep J- 3 USEUCOM 

Dir of Information HQMC 
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SUSJECT: Combs-.; Or,orc.tio:11s ile~r /J.etio:n Ropoi-..1;· (RCS: MACJJ-32)_(Y~1) 

(1) Atuiehech 

<,. 

. 559th Engr Dot (To:!.To.·~n) 
172d Eng:.;- Do·::. (utUi tioo) 
.552d · TC Co (CAR)(-) . 

(2) Arca Suppo:M:.x 

6Jd Signal Rn 
Avi.~tion C~. (Prow) 
Co As, 504th Mi? :an. 

b. P!rOv:i,sionoJ. Coirjj,a Viotneim Al,.,,.Q.lloey 

Hml 9 Cor-pQ Art:.'!.ll.oiy 
108th lu'ty Gp ( .,.) -. . · 

2d Bnp 9,l:;~ ~y (175 0-..m) - -- . --_ 
. 8th. JE;i 9 4th /Js.i.~'-y (l?S Cr.:-::i.) (-) 

lot Im,. 44th -4'-'ty (AW)(GS) (_) _ 
Bti-.7 G.11 6.Stb Ai.~y (ll.55) (-] 

c. lot C.:.v.::.ury DiViaio;;'l (AimQb£1o.: · 

(l). 1st Belo 

,, 
1st En i, &,h C~v . . · : 
1st ~.P 12'2'.h Cav _ . . _ 
.2d & 9 19~ P..r'11y (105 r:cr~?)(fB) ·, · . : 
B B·~ey.P lot Bn.11 30th ~Y- (JS5 •rJi::;.j) 
I.,. Gov 6th Ea~ & (00)_ _ -.; •-·: ,,; - . 

. ~ Sq.log 25th k-d Plw·ii. (Scaut .~t;o) 
. _ Dotji Pathtindo~ · · . -· ·- .. 

D.:;r~"' E Co9 52d 31J£ (I.RP). 
'&.~ 13th Sig B:a. _. . _ 
'Ib.i~ TPti/CI.11 191st MI Do1.i. 
itl.9 24~,5,·~. PSYO~S Co .. 
'&l) .5th Wco.thorSqrln 
PJl,lt,. 54,5.tn MP Co'- - . 
FSE 

(2) . 2d !ki.o 

lat. !:':.1.; ,5th Ck,v; 
ad Bnii ~th Cuv 
2d, ~SI J.2°&h ~V 
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l < t \) 7'11-1'. J.'·' .... • (] '\I:'. '1 -, .• ) .. ,.,~- ', ~) J.,rl, , ,,1.l -.. ! U_'• , .,,·~, ,J.:.•w., •,..,;1J i · .. 

A Bt::i:y, l:::t fns ;.-Jth ArtJ' (1;:iS :'c,-.1) 
B Co, Cth E::-it;r .:Jri (W) . 
:ic;d, 25til L1f PJe.t (Sc:~ut Dngs) 
Det, Pa.thfinder ·' .·. 
Dct, E Col) 52d Inf (LRP) 
T:.t._,ll l3 th 3it; Sn · · 
T.r.:l, Il'd/CI, l';l:~t .m Det 
Tm, ;;:~h5th P$'YOPS Cc 
Tui., 5th '.death.er ::iqdn 
Plat, 545th HP Co · .. :: 
l:'GE 

. (:3) Jd Bde 

·1st Bn, 7th Cav 
2d En,· 7th Cav 
5th Bn.-, 7th Cav 
1st Bn, 21st Arty (105 Ho.r)(DS) 

. ' : ,.. ;-

C Bt.ry, 1st Bn, .30th Arty (155 · Ho1-1) 
C Co., 8th En.g:i.~ Bn (DS) . . . · 
2 Sqds_, 34th In.f Plat (Scout Dogs) · 
Det, Pathfinder · .: · · · 
Det, E Co, 52d Inf (UW) 

. Tm, 13th Sig Bn 
Tm, Inr/CI. 191st lU Dot. 
Tm, 245th.PSYOPS Co 
Tm, 5th 1'ueathcr S(:<ln 
Plat, 545th HP Co 
FSE 

(4) 1st Marine l\Cgi;;.ent 

1st Bn, 1st M,?.rines 
2d Bn., 1st Har::i..".l.es 
2d :an, Jd Marim.:s 
1st Bn., 11 the Narine Arty· (I:>.ei.11) (~S) · 

.3,..105 Bt1vys . 
1-15.5 Btry 
l.-lh, 2 11 Mortar Bt.i.-.1 

2-Pl"-t 'l'anks {on call) (3d ·Mar Div) 
1-Plat;i AT Co (ON'I'OS) (3d Har Div) 

- Co A (._)., .1st Engr Bn (1st Har Div) 
Co A (_)., 1st Shore. Party Bn (1st lfar Div) 

1-Shoro Party (3d lla.r Div) . · _:. .· · 
Co A (-)., 1st }iotor T;i,~il.Ilsport Bn, (1st lfar Div) 
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\L91~./-JU wiJJ.:..,v\J iJ 1/JV.J 

Co:nbat ·operations After Action &port {RCS: Mt .. CJ3-32) (K-1) · 

(5) 26th Ha.rine P..eeir:-.ent 

l:Jt Bn, 26th l·fa:rinf:S 
2<l Bn, 26th l-1a.r:L.,ec 
3d Bn, 26t,h Harinoo 
1st Bn, ';th l~:rinos 
FOB ;3 
le::t Bn ~ 13th Harine Al.""cy (Rein.) (DS) 

3-105 Btr.ys ' 
1-155 Btr-.r 
1-lt., 2 11 Horlar Btry 

Co A (-), .;d AT Bn (OHTOS) 
Plat, Co B, Jd Tank Rt. 
Co B, Jd lwcon Bu 
Coorclil10.tion: 

:37th AHVN Ranger :&A 

(6) Division Artillery 

HHB 9 1 C,'\V 1:1.v (Ai:rinc,b;tlf') /1\J.'t,y . 
2d Bn, 20t,h Ar.ty (AEi\ )(GS) 
1st Bn)I 30th Arty (_) (155 Hou)(GS) 
A Bt.r.r 1 1st Bn., 63~ ti.rty ($11 ) (GSR) · 
B Btry, let Bn~ 63d L\rty (fl' )(C-SR) 
lot Bn 9 /,ii;t.h Arty (A1·J)(GSE)(rot.:i.tion ot bt,rys) 

G Btry9 65th Arty (H55)(GSR)(rotation of secs) 
6th Bn, 33d Arty (105 How) (GSR) . . 

(?) Division Troops 

HEC (-) _, 1 Cav Div (Airaobile) 
2d Bn, Gth Cav · · , · 
1st Bn, 9th C&.v 
8th Engr Bn (-) 
11th Avn GD 
Dr-;t (-), 5th i'ToathOr SC'dn .· 
13th Sig Bu (~) ,. " 
545th MP Co(-) 
:37lst RR Co 
191 HI Dot (-) 
Co D (-). 52d Inf .(LlP.) 
1$4th CJ.11 Plat 
14th MH, Det.. 

(8) Coordination: 

Jd ARVN Airborne Task Force 

...... ,:,..,.: 
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Co:mbo.t Operation::. After Actior1 Report (RSC: HACJ.3-32) (K-1) 

Jd 11Itv1·J .Abn Bn 
6th ARVN Abn Bn 
Cth ARVN Abn Bn 
C Bt.ry ~ 1st fa:, ;)O·~h. Arty (10-l.2 ;\pr) (DS) 

( 9) Engi..,eer Task Force 

Col':li7lZnd & Control Element, 8th Engr Bn 
llth Engr Bn .• FHF . 
Navy Mobile Construction Bn 5 

d. Task Force KILO (.3d 1-rar Div) 

TF HQ 
2d Bns> 4t.h Harines 
.3d Sqdn, 5th Cav (-) (USA) 

C·Co, 2d Bn, 3l;.th Ar::1cr 
· Co A.9 1st Bn, 502d Ab.n. (101 Abn Div) 
Coo:rdina. tion: 

. 1st Bn, 2d A .. TtVN Rct~t 
3d Bn, · 1st, ARVH Regt . 

e. Supporting Forcos 

7t.h Air Force 
7t.h Fleet 
1st Narine Air Wing 
UoSo ArrIIy Su:7:,ort Co,,:·,.:md~ Dw\l'ang 
Force Log:U.itics Co1:1r.w ... "!.cl_. D.nI·J.?.i.,g 
Ha.val Sup?or'i:, Activity., D.:uiJang 
1st A.l1VN JJ.J:,, Dalinng 
67th Medical Gp · 

18th Surg:i.cal Hospitr.l 
22d Surr.-ica.l Hosnital 
571st Hed Dot (Ai~ .AJYJ:,ula-..ce) 

NSA Hospi t-11~ Da}rang 
.3d Harine Heel Bn ( _) 
Co B ii 1st Hai'ine }1ed Bn 
Co C 9 1st Marine Hed Bn 
Nguyen THI PHONG Station. Hospital, HUE 
DUY TAN General Hospit,aJ. 1 Dai.'I\Jang 

7~ (U) Supporting Forces: 

a. Al"'tillery 

(1) Forceei (See Task Org,mization) 

5 
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(a) Tiro tr1cu~.:1nd fcur hundred tw€:nt3r-tt-m (2/i,22) &rtiUci'Y 
fire 1iri.::;.si(,,HJ 1·m:re fired L11 ,::u;:,r,c,rt of Operation PEG!i.SUS~ Durin;; the ;:er-led 
;1030JJI 1-Ia:r .... 150.'.;0C,H Jipi~~ JJ.546 roi.ods ,·r~ro GX)_xmded in su-ripoi~G of the 0P­
er~ti011., Five hundr.~d a.:i.::cty-thr.-~c (56.3) i-:6.ssio:--.s ue1'C observed. fi.i-o~ 

(b) One hu."ld,;."':;d tiro. (102) -c,1..ioes of ,:l.rti11cry t:uppo-.•"c"~ 
the oper,1.t.ic,n .fr,_,n within the 1 Cav Div (Airm.obilc) 1s A0

0 
while ['_,. .,:,.doi.tiono.l 

39 tubes oi 1O5m.:1 howit~ci• t•nd 16 tubes of "'.t75m::::i g"(.!Zl e.rtl11ery- sur,rc1·'i:ed fro.;1 
ctd;s.id,~ the ar{:a,o 

(c) The ll'.ck o.f a su.i.t-::ble n:,~.d nct11ork end tho capability­
o~ !;.i:.e t1.e:z'in-1 zup7Jy s:rstom ue;;<>e l!k1..jor considcl'C.tions in ·the err.ploymfnt oi' 
artillery, Even 1-rlth those 1iuitations) 26 br:.tte:i.7-size moves uore executed 
within tho AO during ~i;he course of tho or.cratio..'l., 

(d) Although the margin of fire m.tp-2rlo1-ity hA.d to cr-,r.,o 
fr-om air ~up;)0:.,-1:,j the .:1.ir-artillery ntix ,·ras cffediV•J~ 

h~ Air Support~ 

(J.) Arclir.,ht~ Forty-five B-52 striJ:es.;, ;,ti.th ~ t-:d:.<J.l of 269 
aircraft were f1.0llll in $Up[Jort of th::; o:::;cr,?.tion., lJinet•<:(m of thc$e ~~:i 1 '.<'lS 
w~rc in d.:.i.rfct sup;:iort of the KM Sa.nh Co::ibat Buse (I<SCB) oir il1 the ii,~...cdic.to 
vicinit;,. 

(~:) TDctical Air: 0-ae thou.sond s:tx hrn.1rs?d t:Nc:'lt·v-f.ive (16~5) 
tactical n:1..r s1;:r5J:es v:r-:r~ delivered by I:11artne, /d.r Fo:rc0 a.11.d Navy airc:,~ai't 
dur..r1g the .15 d-'-Y pcr].od,, Sorties wore flm.~ a:s .follo,;,.rs: 

(a) M3.rines 650 
(b) Air I1'orco 463 
(c) Jfavv h36 
(d) Service un}:nm,n 57 

Total 16?.5 

(3) Snpr>l:7 of· KM Smhi Air Force C-123 nnd C-130 m TC:.--af·t:. 
dclivcr,,d Gli-3 t:.no of: •mpplles to Khe S~th Coub.~t Base by uir d,;cp or l1:r·ow:s.d 
pan.1.cr,t,t.o d,-::Uve:.-y du:d.ng the poricd .31 ;.fell" ... R Apr. C-123 'a lar.d0d and of.-Z-
loc.ded 132 ps:::sen.ccrs during the per-lod 31 lfo.1 .. - 4 Ap-.."' ,, r.rhe KSQl) ~~•ot:dp 
w.:.s open to all tyi-'los ot ai1•cra.ft on 9 A1n1.l.:i 

6-
m,r~,:r .. ,~r=-:.·.~rp...~\r\~?'t fl, c,, t, 

~ · ~0J\,J'Li~G:J J ~ .. ~ .:i 
: I 

DECLASSIFIED 



AVII-HH 
SUBJ~CT; 

DECLASSIFIED 

a.. Area of Op0:rations 

(1) Heathero Tr~1s:ttional ,:1ca.th.cr between tho No~hcnst .:md 
Southwest :ifoneoons prevaiLed durfog 0-;xir.::tt:l.on PEGASUS., Low stratus 2.nc. 
ground fog ch.:i.i·actorized the la to evening zy.d cm~ly morning hourz 1rl th ee11-
ings to 500 feet and visibility lc3s than li~ n;.iles., Ceil:L"l.~s li.ffad to 
2500 foct and uere broken to occasionally scattered .for the rena.inder of: the 
day11 Visibility at ground level was usu::.lly five niles du;.~ing the dc:.y)l 
while ha20 :restricted Visibility fron tl10 i).ir to four r.ri..lei:i., A1t;1oug:c; p;.--e ... 
cipitaticn did fall,. tho:ro .,,as no significant accur.s.u.ls.tioo. 'I'e.m9err..tur0 
ra. .. ged from a. hlP-.h o:f 9$ dcg:ree0 to a lo..r or 67 degrees. Weather did no·;; 
seriously hinder operatL,ns for any period of more than 12 hours, 

(a) Ob~el"l'<ltion and Fields of Piro,., Ti10 .multi-ca.."lopicd 
fol"ests ano the steep motmta.:Lw restricted observatiori. and di:rc~·'.- .f5.:.'0 a."ld 
hindered the registration 0£ in.direct fire weapons., 1'ho vall0:r .0·2..0::-:,..•;; allow 
£air ob~rvation a.~d fields of fire except for loc~l erosion fe~turco and th~ 
dense undergrowth along atrcao beds., The rolling hillc and plains allow eood 
obse1~vation a.nd direct i:ir..i 11 limited only by occasional dense .forests., 

, (b) Cover ai'""l<l Conceaw.ent., Both 
rugged mountains and in tho r,1ulti-canopi0d :forcstso 
dense w1de:rgrowt,h along streP..m beds, and occasional 
good cover m,.d concealment,in the rolling hills a.r.d 

a:i."'e eY.celknt, in ·::.r,..o 
Local erosional fc~ture~, 

dense £ol."ests provide 
plain~ .. 

( c) Obstacleo. Steep slopes a.nd dens0 undergro1·rth ar.::i 
major obstacles to raove.:.:ent i.'1 the rugged mountains., Rivers, and s-t.l"0ums 
1•e:r;1ain .iorda'blo thl"oughout tho year e;ccc)?t when che.nnf:llizod a.nd during periods 
of abnormal precipit.atio.'1o 

(d) Key Terrm.:.1., The high gro'tl.i.1d along Highwny 9 a.."1d tho 
terr.a.in ove1~1oold.ng the Khe Sanh Cornba·(; Baso is k0y ·~c:.:-rain" 

(o) Avenues of App:roe.ch~ Higl"i,·1.?.Y 9 pl"OvidoG ao c:,r.ccllcnt 
avenue o:r movement in .n.n East-lfost d.:b:oction for vehicleo · and hee;vy ccn.J.ipr,:ont. 
The DA I(_,.~NG_. + he BAO QUAN, and the QUANG 'l'RI P.:i. vcr Valley comp2.e:~ provid0 
good a.venue~ into and through the aron frO!:l the nor'r,hwest 9 oa.st,11 and south­
east., Highwci.y 921, an excellent avenue of movement:, ro-id its junctJ,(lj.1 1.,-:i.t:1 
the XE PQ-l R.iver Val.Icy prov-lde a verJ good approach from t,r.o west., 

(i') Cross-country Mob:l.lit..r., 'I'i::3 rugged 11101111.ta:ino ::i.nd 
dense jungle forests restrict all vchick movmr..311t" Foot movement io g,:m­
erally restricted to existing t-:r.ails.9 intorr.1ediate ridge li,."'losJ'/ and st,;:a.:;m 
bedso Valley floors and the plains pernLi:1:, fa.i.l:' to pool" movement oi' tr.:i.ck0d 
vehicles and p,::;,or r.:iovement or rihcelod v0hicleso · Hoveruant in tho valley and 
on the rolling plll.ins is l"OGtric·!ied by erosion and denso vego·t.a·l;ion., 
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AV-.L!-MH 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations Afte1" Action Repo1""i:;. (RCS~ M.ACJ3-32)(K-l) 

,.,,..t,.•, 

... i .: ~ MAR.Ur.ES f.RWJ mn~v - ~ 

ru 41 51 33 125 

WIA 207 459 1$7 853 

.J(,MIA 5 0 0 5 .'' .' ' _ ... 
Total 25J 510 J220 983 

eo EneniY' Losses Attl,:'ibuted To: 

!fil.11 HAR.DIBS l1.It:-::_,J ' ' ' - -
KIA 640 404 260 l.30!, 

CAPTURE:D 6 9 6 2l 

IND WEAPONS 404 69 84 .557 

C/S WEAPOWS 160 ,31 16 207 

:f., Pr-lsoners of War Intorrogatod Dur.L."1.g PEGASUS 

5 Apr 
5 Apr 
5 Apr 
5 Apr 
5 Apr 
5 Ap"1f' 
6 Apr 
7 Apr 
7 Ap? 
8 A-pr 
8 Apr 
8 Apr 
8 Apr 
8 Aor 
9 Apr 
10 Apr 
l2 Apr 
13 Apr 
lJ Apr 

POC 

XD 834347 
XD 834347 
XD 848407 
XD 848!}07 
XD 848407 
XD 8!.;.0400 
XD 96l:..39S 
xn· 848394 
XD 870370 
XD 775378 
XD 81538.3 
Khe Sanh 
Khe Sanh 
Khe Sanh 
XD 810390 
XD 85k.364 
Lang Vei 
XD 873396 
XD 788405 

HAI NINH 'I'P.}.NG 
DOP,N VAN SDJ'H* 
BUI V ArJ TINH.. 
HOA.J\IG VAN KI-IOI 
HOANG HIEU TOI 
DINH VAN THAli!G 
NThJH VAN L.IEV 
DANG.TUAT 
NGUYEN DAC HOA 
BUI VAN BJ:NH 
NGUYEN V.Al~ MAIN 
'.i'RINH VJJ.ii KHUONG 
NGUT.&1 VAN HOA 
NGU'lEN V.AN F..Ok"'JG 
NGUYEN VAN Tlw'JH 
HA VAN PHEN. 
NGUYEN V.AJ.\I -Ha.I 
LUONG VP.N CHUC 
NGUYEN HO.\IG XUY 

1::/;, Co,. Yez.1. ~ T:r.:i.,::rpo::--;;a,t;ic,:-i G:_J 
%h. Col1 5·iih B;;i.9 2d P,.:;)_r;,;, 9 30.'::(;11 Div 
:3d Co, 3d B:;,1~ -;kl Ro:f,; 9 ,:::.c;.:,,t;:~ D:J..V 
-,,:i Co 7-'·h T.:I..., 66·'· 11 Ro--r"• ~o• -:--•1 D-'l",. ""'""" !) L,.1, · LJ.L!g u... ~v:; _, ~-v/.. ..L v 

6th Co,, 9th B::19 66th RoJc., JOL~·0h Div 
l2th o,.)_9 9"i;h Bn,, 66'1;,h Rog;:.SJ 304th Div 
llt:1 Co, 3d B~19 1st- Rc.g;,;9 JOZ,:~h Div 
3d Co, 7th BnJ) 66th Ro~$/ 304th Div 
14th BnJI 4Tu"l. Rogt9 l;.OSth Div 
23d Ce., 24th Ax-·ty fu,, 304t,h Div 
2d Co$/ 85th B::.;, 2d Rog-t.,. 204th Div 
7th Bn;, 3d P..sgtp 30M,h Div 
14th Co.s1 7th Bujl 308th Div 
C=6 
1st Co .11 7-i;h :&.lP ,3d P.og'.;.:.i JOif;;!-;. Div 
ll·hh Co, 3d Bn, 12th ~3t;1 330 Div 
?th Co 
1st Co 11 2d Em, kth Rogt:> l;t.h Div 
6th Co, 2d Bn,, 1st Rog;.;, 3250 Di.,,-
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I Jr~~w-_J 
liL so~ TF .X-~ -~-L, 

11-1 -
IJP'P~,Ll,,Jl Cl--t-,. I C7 , _&,,,,:e, 

~- C&i,,;;;;&.;;;.~~--JL, • 

)2 S"-buQ_ 

t)?OO 

:JJ~"/4 mt'c;,,:v ... , ;:w~- (;/✓"fl:, 1/'I -~ ;tAle Lf 7 I 
~~ J-f 7 I "f' ;:,<, ,_ 3 fa,;, ,(/ ._ ,v '-" -P- · 

/4,f ./l,.,fk. ~ AX .?.z. ~ ~µat/-, :,/fi· 
.d,;/~~ b/J/'2- L c.... c5~~~ . 3' q b-:'3 <:,LL/, 

,;;,,d. !h-.. j::, ti,,, e,,,_... ( :u &&) -~ l/ f 0-,,,,, 

&.-~ . GI ~ 1 f;,, h fi-41: ,(/ti/?-- /kOA---, ""/ 4 [)SIii e. • ,;Mt/f'r 

/'36""0 ;i.~1 - ~£ j,.w";/,, "F' IJ<,L, e~rr /ff<//;t/ //.j..., 
- ~ I~ .s c /::>. ;;;;~ 3 Ji#l, /ffi c/'u, 

TF w0J,,,r-, fl r · 
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/ 1' ~ ~ /j(h,,lnd!;<, 

~. G-vv . /lR f/lJ .TK ;t;- ,t.2- ~,.,,t.,,_ g I ::,- c:i , ~ 

/-:31-f 
c ~~·; :'xi ;ff? f//41 /J/, .v .s.,.,,. c? ~ ( i ),;:is;~' 

t7 ~ ,, :S ?iii &V - y 
(ti3 so .1,, & 71s) //,#11/A/ - 7</ Yi/rl- . 

d11 7!ivU.-s JJ,,,.,., l -a 1.-> &> tl,/<5 7£,) -;;./.J; L,Z. ,.t-,t,Y-> 

7 ;f'#-7 ;/✓~ i f<.5&d:9 

b730 

//~ ~ 9 #";_,.!/p rdl J,.ucoH. 

Is I~(.,,;,,.,;.,,.. I fB-) ~ J 

c9~0 ui- tJibr ---

/'PM- s I :it ~ se / A/ J.Ji,, ; o u. ~ & . 

7 a /:s ,J.. 5" 9 ~ ;:,,,•t)P.~ot4-' • 

I 7tC D ~,~ ~· likJ,,P--~ 

TF ~:Jv rf 21<1 N~-~£h.,.~ 

l :> cr~L ,d ~~ya _:p:- ·_,#~---. 

--~• --

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

'l'he 11 Battle of Khe Sanh" began on 21 January 1963, j·.:st cig:it 

days before the enemy launched hi:.1 'fl'.'1' offc.nrd Yo thr.:,ughout tho 

Republic of Vietnam. The North V:ie tnai-;.czo Arrey (N"VA) forccc 2 

\':hich hru-1.znered the Khe Sanh Corr.bat Base daily• with :cockct, r.aor-i.;,9,;:-, 

artiller,y, sma~l arm::i, and automatic wo:lpono fire, wore esti;-nated -

to be 30 .,000 strong,l Principal Fr(}o World Military Armed Forcc:J 

1 
11Victcry @.t Khe _S::-..i1h 11 ., Tim~ Mng,azine.ll Aoia EditionJ f.p:r. l2p 
19tB 1 P• 21 • 

bl,'.)cld.ng the emenzy-t s avenue of approach into Quang Tri 

Province at· Khe Sanh, were the 26th l·hrin$ Regiment.al Landing . 

'frjam an( the Arr;o:y of Vietnam (ARVN') J7th 11:-i.nger B~ttalion. · 

Support elements from the U. S. Army, J\fa.vy» ::l.nd Ail• Force backed 

up the Mnrines and Ranger::, dofendirig the combat btrneo 

·Within hourm after the enemy launched his .;.t,t;a.ck on the bast:! on ,72t, 

Kh1"l S:,.:nh, the U. S. Arnzyva 1st Cavalry Divi::;ici!'i (Airmobile) (1. ACD) 

o;:,ened its 'forward commfi.nd post in the Hu:ei - Phu Ba.i (48Q YD 

80?0) area9 'Elements of the 1 ACD had be;en m:,ved into the ::;: Corp:J 

'I'actical Zon,::: (I CTZ) from the Bc•ng Son (49P BS 0090) area in the 

II Corps Tcwtic~l Zone (II CTZ), and the he.:,dquarteN bec8.zte r!Jffcctive, 
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under opel"ational con·l;rol (CPCCNj of the III i-w.1•.i.7.c Amphibiou::i 

Force (III MAF), in it.s new location at 1200H hours, 22 Janu,nry 

1968. 2 

2 
Yeagley, Jacki Ma.j. Lir:ioon Officer,, 1st CAV Dr-/ (Ahz.,,bilo), 
Interview with-... },fay 1968. 

On 2.5 January, Lieutenant, Genoral Rober'~ Eo Cuc!nnan Jr,J US:½"C 

Co:rrrna:nding General, .III MAF, directed tho Air Cnv.alry D:i. voio:i 

to prepare a cc-ntingency plan for the :celiof and/or re:tn.forcement 

of the Khe Sanh br.oe.
3 

This action otarted the chain of events 

3 
M3G, HC: III Mil.F, dtg 25142S"Z Jan 68.? nubject: Contint;ency 
Planning (Fm CG, III YJAF to CG, 1 ACD) 

that walil later to cmorge ac OPERATION PZGASUS. But othor even-ts, 

including the Comimmist Tr.ff Offend vo (29 Jauua.>;--;,r - ll~ February)-> 

th<!I B;..ttle o'i Hue City (31 January - 2.5 February) ii the e0t2.blL:J·.:r,:;,::int 

of Headquarterv, U. s. 71ili·.:.ai:-y .1,:;;siotanco Corrmand Vietn;:,m;; Forwaro 

(I4ACV FWD) (13 fobruary) 2 and it:; conversion iL,to Headcnrnrter;::i, 
-:.·~· 

Provlsional Co1~IJS, VietMra (PCV) (10 Hai-ch)~ wero to take· place befo:.·o 

the op-aration becam-e ;;i rc;;,.lity. 
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During the rr/,nth 1,f February a.rid i.n,~c eady Harch the 1 ACD 

erm3.uc ted operaU. ,nn in and arcund the City of Hue :;;i'ld ps:c-

ticip~tocl in d•ei:.troyi:ng t,m enemy forces west of the .....-dJ.cd 

city. 1n prcro.rc>.tion for future ,·,pera.tions, III I1AF on 16 

batt.,J:i.,:.ns, wculd conduct the Kh~ Sar.h opor;;.t:.ic,;1. with th~ l .'\CD. 

'i'f1Cj lr;t Marin~ Division (l 1-far D:.v) d·tsignated the 1st Marine 

};eg:i.rAen';; (1st M~:i•faes) to work with the cairal:r.ymen. ~ · 

4 
MSG, HQ III MAF, dtg 160058Z Mar $3 
NSG, HQ 1 HAR DIV, dtg l60942Z l;,U' 68 

I•,foj-:,r Gener.nl John J. Toh.on III, Coirl!1l::mding G-:m~i.·.-;;l» l hCD1 on 2 

t.filit:,,ry As"i.;tance Cent'lla:r,d Vietn2rt, Forward (D;iPCCMUSY.ACV fit.'D) 

c.n hiG concir-;:,t of the operation to open Rc.,,te 9 into ?:he Sanh a.;cl. 

relieve the pressure on the surrciunded garr~son. On 4 Z1,0,reh, 

instructic-w, were is1.1uod to begln construction on e.n ;d:rvt:r""lp in 

th~ vicin.i..ty of Ca Lu (4$Q YD 014.5) to provid.o the, lor,ist:l.c;;J.. 

flexibility considered neces:..ar;r for tho opr.rning of F~oute 9. 

I1I MAF directed that constr-~ction be started on or ~b0ut 12 

March on ::m .iii·field capable of h.mdlil.1$ U. S. Aii· Force C?l\ 
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(Caribou) aircraft. The Jd H;irir.e Divis:i.ol'l (Jct !v~,r Div) ;m,r:, tasked 

to provide the neces::;ary security for rncvement of the 0;:-,gineo1• 

equipment alonP' Ecut,e 9 frnm Deng Ha {J;SQ YD 2461) to Ca .LU. 

and the U. ~;. Navy He bile Construction Ea'ct.r,lio:'.\ 5 (Y.41.CB 5) were 

to assist th~ 8th E:np:ineer B;:,ttalion (Combat) (Sth Engr Bn) 1 l 

ACD; The strip H~s to be exprm . .:ied. lator t~ take C-123 aircraft .• 5 

5 
NSG, HQ III 11/,F, dtg 01;.0516Z Har ~, (P.:11 CG, III M~F to CG, 
l A.CD 1 CG, 3 Har Div, C Ol'1J;rA VFC ?;l Till? DKG) 

A conference was !-.eld at III 2''111.F headqnnrters in Da Na..'1g (1~9Z 

EU 0880) on 5 Harch on the t1·.1nsition of YICV FWD to Prcviaio, .. stl 

Gorps Vietnam and the resultant command rcl,,tionnhips. The 1st 

Cavalry Divfai•m (Aimobile), t.he 3d Harine Di.vision, and the 

101st Airbo;,~ne Division (101 Abn Div) which had ,juflt. deployed te 

'1 CT2 were to be OPC(\N of PCV, The provfoional corps in tum 

was 'co be OPCCN cf III M~F. 
6 

6 
XSG H('• III ¥.AF, dtg 0!.;.11282 !·Tnr (:;3, G1,1bjcct: Cci.nmand 
Su~"':lort, Forth~oming Deployments, (1<)n CG, II NAF to DT~P 
CC·MdSMACV EWD) 

T rr•c ,,..u_ 1-,.,, ~ n inf d G ,· •· J • 11 · 
-~ v ,;,sw,r:. orme encra..L. 'l':t l.,'lm '.1est.moroland, Corrnnw.,dor 

U • S • Yci.li tary Assistance Commar.d Vietnam, ( CC?tlUSM4.CV) General 
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,:,·,n~tructicn of the airst:l'.'ip at C& Lu should begin on or ab'.'Ut 

7 

:i-'ro·v.Lsi0:r:.r:.l Cw·po Vietn,;m was activa,ted .-1t Phu Bai at J20J.H ----­hours, 10 l'if.~h, and LTG Rnsoon assw11ed command. In acccl•danc0 

· :,;:i th LTG Gm,hm.an 9 s ir.nt:::·uctions the 1 ACD w;:is directed tc prep:;rES 

a. br:Lef:i.:r.g (•n their plan fm· the constn,cticn and c;,:~c1tr:U:,::.r of the 

The briefing was to be prosent~c:6. to LTG- 1 ::. 

Cu:shm.:1.ri a;1d Hos::rnn at PCV he,1dquarters on 12 March. 3 

:1::,G :-;;;, re,;, dtf" 1008.?.2:: '.,;ar lB, {Y.'m CG, 1:,~v t,,, ;::,-;, 1 J\'.JD; CG, 
3d i~;;r Div;· CCf<NAVFCI1V} 

Cet~~.:l";;,:;_ ·.::eGtm,.::l:',:3l2.nd nnd General Abrams r:1::·rived ot '?GV her1:-l;:u,-::_~•te:'.('s 
. , 

c-n 10 Xa·ch · to receive a briefine by LTG fa,s,Jcn en plann.:;;,d <..1pe~·.1:ic,ns. 

Cne aspect cf ti1e bricfinf~ covered the attack to open Route 9 <!l.nd 
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to destroy the cr.emy f0rcc5 arcv~d the Khe Sanh Combat Pase. The 

operation was to begin nn or about 1 Apr.1.1 dcr,cnding on the weather. 

General Wc:stmorcland ag:..·0ed to the ccnce:;:,t cf us:in[: a Harii:'te r,\c;ir.:ent 

to cp.:.in Routo 9 in ci;,njunction with air ar;::;aults by the 1 ACD <1nd an 

the controlling factor on tj_ming of the D.ttack, and strosocci ·chat 

appropriate forces should be used to ta}:e the fight to the enemy 

and to relieve the ear:r-:\son at J(he SanhJ 

9 
MSG HQ ?CV, dtg ll0514Z Har 63, subject: Visit of CCMIJSgAcv 
to HQ I·rov Corps Vietn:-®• 

MSG HQ III MAF, dtg 120954Z Mar 68 

Th"' pl,""' for cons"-,ruct"on "'nd · c f th C L · · · "' ..... ... "" securi-.,y o e a u airstrip_. 

wa.s presented by MG Tolson at PCV heado,uarters on 12 .Harch. 

Design and construction manap;ement was to be the responsi bilit.y 

cf the 8th Engr Bn., The Division Engineer, l ACD ;;,"'fl responsib16 

for coordination of the engineer effort with the 11th Engr Bn 

providing the bulk of the equir:ment)) with an augm::mtaticn fi·or.t 

elements of the 3d N:.:-wy Constru.cticn Brigade (Jrl NCB). The 

field was to be expanded to a C-123 aircraft capability, vrlt.h the 

lilurface to be cc,mp3cted and ste.bilized with acphalt cut-back or 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

to ce :e::v:Lsed · to 22 March. for C7A o.frcraft ar.C.:. 28 !{e:rch for C-123 1 so 

· Aa "iJ&,::, true for the ent,::.re OJ:-erationll the const.rrictfon of the · 

airffold. could be greatly affected by we:,.the:ito It ,,,-;r,i @greed ;;;·;; 

the ccnfcrence that the CG, 1 .'I.CD nnd th~ CG, 3d Ear. Div -WC1t1l,!. ~irrar.cei 

·1 10 securi.ty d0t:a.1 s •.. 
I • (.·••·' 

10 
;-!SG HQ PCV,_,dtglli.1505Z _l!ar 68, {F;1 CG, rev .TO .CG,, .III WtF) 

. ' ' ~ 'I ' . . . • • , ,· , - . 

LTG Cusbn2.n' s headquart,~:cs tc- effect the coordination necessary to 

obtain the approval of Iiouterw11t Q('!)r,era.l L0.m, CG, I CTZ, .:i.nd the 

Vietmvne~:r? government, f,,r the participatir:•n of the ARVN Task Porcf;:. 

III NAF waa informed thct. PCV would uelccme: the decigna'Cion ?fa 

Task Force of three battalions frcm the rn.n·rly activated ARVN .;dr-

b t" ""l'·' a· -ly-i c,i' on .'
11 rr- ,~-/~ ~ " ,,.,. • ., ... _,., l ;):i.•u• Wc·\S <l.J.SO asked to d,::isign1te two }fa\rine 

ll 
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· · · th ope,r"'t' i' on nnd -1-.o den.J.~ oy them to the battalion.;J to participate :m : o " • - - 1-

vicil.1ity of Ca Lu, under CPCCN of PCV1 by JO r-fa.rch. 'I'i,e two bat.talfons.., 

from III MAF resources were to be fu:~ther placed under OPCCN of a. 

regimental headquarters from the 3d Mar biv. The Marine divic~\0:7- 1-;ac 

also tasked to provide a battalion to fill out the l~I~ri.:9 Rcg-1..r.arrt::'"'1.. 
12 

Ta1ak Force. 

12 
MSG HQ PCV, dtg 15024oz Mar 68, (~-! CG, P~V TO CGJ) III HAF 
and CG, 3 Mar Div) · 

Headquartor.J, III r-XAP was &1.oo infori:0d on 15 M'arch of tho re­

quirement for additional Army engineer supp;:ii't for Pr;t.f., To 

normal. tactical operations the division engir.ecr batt.::ilion 

furnishes one company in support of each brigade, thus loavlr.J very 

little reserve, Both the 1 ACD ai-..d tho lOlct. Abn Div cn2;il1ec.~ 

battalions were small battalions.,. ai-1.d woro oquippod ~ostly with 

airm¢bile and/or airdropp~blo equipr.wnt, yet tney proviclocl engi..~~o~ 

rnipport for rather protracted areao of opration:n (AO) o In .:.ddi'i:.ion., 

the deployment to I ·cTz .required extensive enginoor offo:,;v;; '~o include 

const1--uction of helipade, base camp::i., a.nd defon::dve p;::iri.;.:-:itors. 

Future planned o~r.ations which were to involve ci.o\7Clopcmerrii oJ: 

logistical ba~es, fire support bas00 ~nd road imp~owmo:ito n&~o 

it iil.ppa:rent that engh1eor :t·cquircmcnto c:.i::cocded tho on[;:1.x1ool." 
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}f;G, Hi:! I-'GV, dtg l50712Z Mu" 68» subject: Arr11y Enginoo:i.· 
Support, for· F',;V l/ (J'm CG, PCV t•:> CG, III NAF) 

In or<ler to (;J~,;:pcdite the co111plotion of the Ca Lu airstrip~ L'I'G 

Rosson in.structod _the CG.0s oi' the 1 ACD a.1d Jd Har Div to pro­

vide an additional rifle company each,9 no·~ late:r ·t,hcll'l 1.SOOH 

hours .16 l-l'J,.I'ch,. for security of the construct-ion siteo 'l.'e deceive 

the onerryri the corr:pany- of the l Jl.GD removed their diYision patches 

from t,h.eir shoulders and -wei"'~ a.ir;Li.fted into Ca Lu by l1aril-:.o heli­

~opters., 'l'he Com,"Yiand.ing C:tficer:i 3d Bn_,, 9th Marines_,, 3 E.::.r Div 

was responsible for coordinating security :for "l:.he airstrip0
14 _ 

l-'.SG 9 HQ PCV'~ dtg l51J50z· Har 68., subject,: Ca Lu .Airstrip 
(Fm CG;, PCV to GG 9 l ACD , . .nd GG 3 3 K<\lt DIV) 

A Logistic3l Plannine Group w.w f or.c1ed at, PCV he0.dquart.ers at. 

1300H hour.:;,. 16 I{'.)rc1.1e :1eprosent.:.tiv·es of t.h0 tru".'t3e divisions 

ur.Jior CFGON 01' P:-;V were directed to participate ·while requests 

,,,;er'e submitted through III 1,:1,'l for representation b7 III H .. ".F~ 
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o1l'l.d Fleet Loisistic Command (FLC), The 6:roup ·.,1;:-ts forJll',;d to dete~~­

. 15 
mine logistical reouirements fo~· the up-ccmt:i.:r,u ,.·.pe:c-atJ.on. 

15 
lvLG HQ PCV, dtg 150%02 Mai· {x1, zubj.;:;-:.'.t: foxm-::i.tio;-i t"rf Log-
isti,; Planning Group., (FN J?(;1r 'I'O CG, HT ·}\i\;i'; er., l: i,CD;, . 
CG, JD. rt.AR DIV; CG, 101 ABN' DW; CG, DSA; GG, Fl.C; '.·: 1\:t, 1Y 11) 

Also on 16 March, III MA.F replfod to PC\P s reou.est of. the p1·0viom: 

day for designation and d,;:plc,yrnent of two mGd.r.e b;ittalir n:;:. III 

M\1" outlined that since all of tho 3d l'{.:i.r Div reg:.mental he:1dou'l-rte1·::i 

OPCON of a Marine regirll.ent (reinforced), les::, one. battalion., .frmn 

the 1st Har Div to pai:-t,j_cipat1cl in th~ planned cpera 1·ion. A. third 

bo.'l.ttalion (rdnfo1•ced) would be px·ovid.~d f::rom the 3d Mar Div. The 

1st Marine D:i.vision, in turr~, · designated the 1st M.=i·fil.'l.e Regirr-.ent 

and instructed them to participate in a joint pla.nning con.l'e1'enc<: 
16 

with the l ACD. 

16 
MSG HQ III MAF,, dtg lf-00582: 1fo.:i:· 68 IFJ.,1 CG., IIT VAF 'CO GG, PGV) 

. MSG, HQ lt::t. i'vtAR DIS, dtf J.(09l,;:z ·!•'::u~ 6$ (1~:-1 CG, 1st ¾\R DIV TC' CG1 
III W.F A ND CG, TF ;rra, y) 

General Westrno:reland, accompani,~d by UI'G Cu~htl.:n,, B:dgadic-:ir General 
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briefed C(;1-i"'J:3;'.\ >I on tho dhi::;ic-n Is ◊;?Cl'o.'c,ion l:,l~m 1-68 ( O[.:er.:1:tic:.('l. 

P:'.;'J;•.,.5U3) for ·tho atte.ck tc~,•:1rd !Q:,,o Sc.ci1 0
17 : 

l'/ 
dtg l90114Z 1'Iar 68 (Fm CG,· III NAF to 

Logistical Support for Operation PZGA.SUS was to bo provided fro111 

a logistic~ base· in tha vicinity of' Ca Luo· Th.3 base i:70uld be 

operated by U.;'3 •• ~,.. 3upport, Comr.1and., To· ins.u:.-e ccnti...'1.uous 

support the forward support nctivit,y (Fs;..) was t,o be p::.~o-;;tocked 

prior to l Aprilo Daily convoys bet-;;·00n Ca Lu and Dong P.ia nore 

Tho Cormnandin.z Officer., 57th Tr.:i.nsportation Eo.'c,ttlion. was des­

ignated as tho point of contact for tl1e dail3r convoy,,, 
18 

18 
ESG, EQ III W,i' ~ dtg l914h8Z Hai◄ 68.? (Fm CG, III Kt$ ·;;.o CG, 
-PCV; CG, FIC; CG, DSC) 
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The coordin.;i.ted enginee::.· e.:fort got undor way on sc'·lcd-..ilc .­

Commencing on 20 Mar.ch, upon order CG 3 PCV ~ ecr-ii:pment of t:t-,.i, 
11th E.,1ginocr Bati:.tlion ::,_;,?JJ.ented with equipmi:mt b,r m;cB 5 
and a co:rm:md an.:l control elcnv.mt of th;:: 8th Eri_gir:.~o:.." B.0it:.t:;ili,:-;:-; 
sti?.ged at Dor;g Ha Cornbot B2.:2>e in prcpn::aticn for movement i•.'cs'i:. 
on Route 9 an<i suosequent ini ti2.tio:,1 of constr·uction for the l-'S-;;/ 
FSA and airfir,,ldQ Fror.1 D-12, 2'.) I:f.a1·ch) un-ciJ D = Day9 l ii.p:-:i..1-, 
the majN· portio-'1. of: t;-10 11th Engr Bn 1:mz di:;:0c,0ly co.1~nittod 
to the cipnetruction of POL area, antrfluci:tio;.1 stcrra::~o area" 
command and contrcl bun.1,cers, helicopter revct;:':.:1rrco;;, c:,;1et i~1'~erm!.l 
road natl) and parimeter clear2.nce cf fields of fire tor site 
security. Simultar.eously, elem,mts of NHCV 5) with :101;.vy ccui:9-
ment augn,entati0n, began workJ> initicilly on a C?A ';.'yp~ II ca;,oaole 
airfield consistfog of 1500 by f:1,) 1 runway, at7.d a 150 by 450 1 

p~1.rking e.pron, compacted and. stabilized with po::.cp-.:-~mo. Ttiis 
strip was ultimately expanded to C-123 Type II by :01,gt:-,-ening 
of th19runway to 2300 ft and addition of an aircraft turnar0und 
aro,~. 

19 
i~m, AVII-CE,. HQ f'CV, 23 April 1968, subjec·;:,: E;,;_gi;.100:r 
~)urr.m:J.ryJt Op.~ration PegaG:us_. 20 March to 15 April l9t.$, 

. (Memorandum fo'r Record by Marshall, R.S. ,COL, CE, USA . 
Corps Engineer., PCY) , · · · · · 

The Deputy Senior· Adviso;-, I C'i'Z~ informed III MA.I? a1:<l PCV 

©l'l 21 Knrch that the ex; I C'i'Z, had approved the parl:.icipation of 

an ARVN tafJk force in Operation PEGJ\SUS. Th~ tack forco 

would consist of three airborne battalio1w and would be rn.adci 

available on 28 :t,t_,u•ch. LTG Lam authc,rizcd Bl."igadior Ger.; ro.l 

Ngo Quang Truong, CGp l::.t ARVN Infantry Division;> direct liaison 
with LTG Rosson1 c head~- --- ·· • · , 

20 . ·. 

1-I'.iG lXiA I CTZ, dtr, 210100Z Mar 68:. ( F.M 'DSA, I C'rZ 'l'O CG, 
nr !-~\F; INFO: CG, PCV 
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The 1st ARVN division had ea!'i.1ed the· reopect of all Y,·!"1r,F throuihoui:; 

Vir:1trwm for their actions during the Ratr,l•~ i·f Hue. Gcrnral :-:oss0n 

cormne 11ted in his Commar,dcr' :J Dcdly Su.ir1r.1n.:.:-y, 0n 2J M2rc h, th.;1·;;. 

pLmnin.~ for- the counter offensive wa::i "procccdir;;:; on scneciulo • 11 

21. 
!'.:SG HO PCV, dtg 2104202 Mar 68 (FM CG, PCV TC CG, IH FA~) 

Pr(';i:\.ii1inar·y plann:i.ng reveAled a need to u-i:,e;rc!de co:n:'."'.unicE,ti0.ns 
:;.;;to tb~ Ca l.u/i-::he Sanh aroa by at least 2i, ch~.rmels t.o prov~.r.-
:i..--:,ecc~r~r1a.:·y ccrrr.'/?,.nd/control corrnnunic~.'t.1· 0:1s •••• o •• ,, :i.t ira~ 
d01ti:::cmined th,-.t CG,, 1 ACD would es·;:..::.::_:~:::~·, :c~ for•.,ra:td com,'Tl8nd · 
post in the Ca Lu area on D Day. CGJ PCV wN1ld reouir0 12 
chann,~lo of voice and teletype to CG, l ACD. An s.dditfon?l 12 
channels t(~ connect 1 ACD (rear) at C2.mp :swn:s 4BQ YD 5332 
to 1 ACD (f0rward) at Sa Lu (LZ Stud) wruld be rer;uLi.-ed,. • • • 
hicaticm nf LZ Stud in a valley surrounded by high peaks posed 
:1. need i'o:;.~ ,,1 S:i.r::nal Hill complex frrm which comnunicctionr:; 
c:,ul(.l be r~l1ayed to the valley and to rear f!re<'\t-3. · • " • • • In 
ec,o:cdir:::1.tien with Sio.r-,1 Cfficer., 1 ACD~ Hill 450 (480 YD 978 
557) w~s rrnlected as tte Si;e'.nal Hill for Opor2.tion P:8GASUS. 
l ACD \,muld be responsible r"or_ pr·, :·,rr.ration and security of the 
ir:.stall:::i.tion, as well as ai:dif·t, of all oc:uip:n-ant '.:.c the hill 
and :=;ub:--.-;equent resupply. The hill was t.o be prepared anc1 ready 
fo:t occ-:..~9;;-,ncy by 26 March; c0mmunications were to be opa rntfonal 
b:'l 2f:.\ Mt.rch, in anticipation oZ a l April D Day. 

22 
E~EO, A.VII-SC, HO FCV, 28 April 19(8, Su'-,,iect: Corrrrin.micai-,fons 
"' t f O .,_ . n""GA"US ( .. • .., f R , ' .:;,·J.ppor t) per:::n,1.on • c~ .., , l'Jet;-,cra.n,,um or , ecorei t)y 

Gro:-r,bn.char, Gord S., LTC, SigC, USAj Corps Signal Officer, 
1)l~·l) . ' . 
t ,., 

Dud.ng this period, the combat baGe at Khe ~~:rnh •,:as cont:i.nuc.msly 

ha1:ra.cs0d by enemy fi~·e including 130m:m and 152mm artille:·y. 
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nn.ce i·:-.. almcst :unpo2sibl8 ·;:,c pinpr.ir.t th,:) exclct location of the 

23 
;ft:iG HQ 3 !-'.AR DIV., dtg 220'.• 50'.". 1-:Br. tB, ( Fm CG, 3 ~-~:i :r !:l:iv to 
cc, rev) 

:,sG P.f' FGV, <ltg 220605Z Vo.:~ f8, (Fm CG, f'CV to 0G, IIT MI\F) 

':'he l f.CD pl;:i.nri,1cl to ir::ltiate -.:·econ:nn:i.ssa.nce areiuncl the Cn Lu 

pass OPCON of a 105m.'n hcwitzer bat/c.ery and an· eight inch baHer:'r 

to tl"w l ACD. :'he b::i.t+.er:l.e,1 ,m:re to bt'I pozit:i.oned in t.he vicinity 

o.f Cn. Lu. 21., 

N:3G HO 1 f..CD, dtg 2205:,cz :-1;::,r 68, sub,ject: Rec-ues-t f.--,r 
OFCC•N of Howitzer ::l&.t:t('/r.1cs, (Fm CG, l hCD to CG,, PCV) 
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solut,ion Wt:,'> ti10 establish .. "TI.ent of D. trqosphel"ic scatter ( t,:i.~c)o) 

6Jd :_;iznal Butbl:i.on (6.3d :.iig En) did not. :i:.10ludo ~uffici0~1:t. 

2i.i-channel systor,m were necesc;ary~ Both III }'(fJ' ~.d U.S., Axrny 

V:ict,n:::.m (UJ.:.·w) roclo the c.ddit,iontl syst;z,1ns available; however, 

the decision was made to u'c.ilize the !·f.:l!'ino oquip1r:en-l; °Decau...:,e ol 

its cr:u-u.lor size. and oasier 'iirro.wpc.:"to.bility., 25 In addition, 

'IJ'.3}.n.V d:i.r:;;ct~d the 1st, Signal Brigade (1 Sig Dd.n) to provida 

four one-quo.rtor ton trucks cquiped ,iith :radios having a m.u.lti~ 

ch:).11r1.0l voice co.paci ty ·l;o proyide com.--:-iunicatio:ns between the corps 

and. division~ . The four v_ehicles were ·::.o be usecl in oonjUI1.e·tion 

·wi.t,h ai:.-crai't equipcd with an aerial F}'i relay cnpc:i.bilit .. y and pro­

ide a degro0 of the derdred communicatior.s chtplicat.ior-~ 
26 

26 
1-'DG, I;Q PCV, d·~g 231105z ],far 63, (I'lu CG, VSAil.V to CG) PCV) 
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The air traffic approach pe.ttern int~ Khc S:-;,nh wM such that ;\ad 

it continued to be used nnce the opera:~icn bezan the ait.1'1.cking 

forces would have been denied vital air c.r;d artillery suppc,r-'c., 

The 3d Mar Div, en 23 March9 Nccmmended that the pattern be 

chang'1Jd to route Dong Ha and Quang Tri helicopter h•afi'k. :i.,e'l:..~::.;. 

of the a.xis ot adva1'l.ce and then intc Kho Sa.."l'tl. FCV J.~0c01,:-.:0nclcd 

that III MAF adopt the 3d Mar Div rocorr...;endation becauso of i.t.n 

&pparent benefit to aircraft. 27 

27 
J.GG HQ 3d VJ.AR DIV, dtg 2312122 1•1Ar ts!J (F?1 CG, 3d :'.'-fA'q DJif Tr CG, 
l'CV) 

. . 

MSG H0 PCV, dtg 2715402 Mar ff, (Flvr CG, PC\1,'PC CG, III Mi\F) 

MSG HQ l 'f.1IJ,.W (1st M~.rine Air Wing)< dtg 260320Z J·-I.,n• ~ ~ (FM 
CG)) 1st MA'rl 'I'C CDR, 7TH AF, OTHERS) 

L'l'G Rossen held a meeting of hi:.; divisin:n e0;;-.,,1ar..ae:rs at Cn.mp· 

Bvans on 22 Viarch. At thts meetine the relief of the 1 ACD by 

elementc of the 101 P.'bn Div was formulated... 'ro assure that 

Iu tha OVGnt the 1:'aok Force could not bo ;.e'..;ainod ho '.i'.'0Cfu.C8tcd that 

, l 
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28 
H~G, E·~ PGV, dtg 231215Z Hai- 68~ (F;n CG, PGV t,o CG, III i:{f~i') 

T,:~sk Forco bo 'raised t.o four battalions and th.at, tho '(,ask :to~"CC 

close into Quang Tri to e:nhance the deception plen 0:.1.el ·i:,o pl~co 

the k .. sk force closer to thG ult,ir,ui:ce sono of act,ic;:i in. O;:cratic~1 

F~~.t1:3t1S 0 General Cushman planned to employ the i'oUI:"th battcl.icn 

in the vicinity of Hu.eo 
29 He ilwited LTG Rosson, tJ.ta Cornroandi:i1g 

29 

Officer~ Task Force Clear Water; t1.I".d the Commax:'.:ler, ifaval Su.;_oport, 

activity, Da Na..'1g to visi·i; III !{il.F to discuss the decoptio.::i plan 

and to determine the details of it,s i:cr,pl0ment;:rl;ion ar.cl it:; eZ1'0d,s 

on logictic3.l support, in Norther I CTZ (MICTZ)oJO 

30 
I'GG ~ III Hi..F 1 dtg 2311482 Mar 68j) (]hri CG, III N.U? to (/JSl CIZAH­
'i,'A'l%~; CG, PGV'; CO-;/II:iAVSTJPPAG'f DNG) 
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Battery A:; 6th Battalion, 3.3d Artillery (105Y.:.:a hc,;i•;,:3c:..~, towc<l) 

a.'1.r.i Batt~ry A, 1st Bat+,alion~ S3d Artilliery (8 .::.n) m.•1~i-red in 

the Ca Lu/ LZ STU:) area on 25 tr.ai·ch~ nnd. wore po::d.tioz,cd ;is r,,in~ 
31 

forcing fires for the l ACD Ai-tiller:,. The 2d Buttali0n, 1st 

31 
SJ:'f RF.P, PQ l ACD, 24001H 'cG 2.',24008 tfar­

:i'R!-.G CRDEl, HQ l ACD,. dtg 251658 (~.Ii CG, L f,CD '1'0 CC-, PCV) 

CPCCN of l ACD at O800H 26 narch with tho rrdsr.ion 0f p-iovidi:.-1..:; 

. security for LZ. STUD and Signal Hill. Th0y also us~d 'O?COi1I 

of Company c; 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry. ?he C,:wo.1.r-.r C(lmpany 

wao :r~s-ponsible for p!'1awiding security for Battery A, l/'-5-3d ftrty 

which was p0sitioned at. Ca Lu. Coit.pai."1ica E, GJ> r::.nd H provided 

scc,trity to thi.:'.' airstrip and c·-nstruction at IZ STu"D ;-,hilo Corr..pu:.1.y 

F secured the c~n:rr.-unication~ site i~ the vicinity of S~{.1tl Hill.32 

32 

FMG CRDER;, HQ l AC!l, dtg 25lt 58 ( F!{ CG, 1 i,CD TO CG, F·CV) 

'i'he 3d Batta.lie>n, 9th J.fal'inas as:r.ur.::id 1·espr:-.1cribility ffJi: aocur:i.ty of 

· Co. Lu on 29 i1arch.33 

.3.3 
SIT REP, HQ l ACD., 2$OO01H to 292ltOOH Y.;:ir 6G, N·,:,. 89 
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D:i.v, n.nd ·Ghcir actions in Operation PX::G,'i3U3. 'l'he htl1 lfuri;.10 

convoy secur'l ty. The 9'lih Narine Regime .. -it would pi•ovidc ;;ecuri ty 

Combat :cla.s0, wo.s alert.ed t.o co:;na ur:der OPGmJ of 1 .ACD er.a o:i:'dero 

The 12th !0.:rinos were instructed to suppor'., with .uJ:'tiller-J the 

' .1.. 1 f J_ • CD . ' - . th . b. 1 · ' · ' 34 · c.~t..aCK o fi. , ·w1·u1m e:i.r cap 1 ivies., 

34 
g::G 1n 3d l'.:\.l. DIV, d:tg 251 ·032Z liar 6Ss, (:n-r cc, 3d }ti._.,?{ :crv 
TO 3d1'~\R. '!JI:vi T.F ::iOBBIE; 3d SQDN 1 5th CAV) 

The 1 ACD declared o. no BOrr.b zone in thei:i:' ~--ssig-uod po:i."·~ion ct· 

the Operation PEGA}')"GS AO effective 26 1'JJ.archo In o:.-d.or i'or the 

l/9th Gav to car.duct :roconnaissn.nce in the area bet,weon 10:.e Sa:n.'l. 

a,."ld Ca Lull all bo~.bs dropped in the a1·en had to be requested .?.J.1d 

conti~olleci ·oy the divisiono To.rgets in the PECh\3U$ AO, o·u.t,sic.e 
·, 

the 1To Bb'nb Zone~ were to be handled I'outineJ.y a:nd the Ytari:aes · 

c..nd Air Force continued to deliver :massive air s"l.ippor't t,o the 

26th tbri.ncs a"t Khe So.nho 35 

35 
tr.SO HQ l ACD, dtg 250900Z }'Iar 68ll (F}l CG, l ACD TO CDRs 7 itF) 
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The CG, Tnsk Fcrce X RAY, 1st :far Div, ·,ms instruct,f~d by the CG; 

1st Mar Div to deplc:y the 1st ::-r~1rin0 Regiment, mi.Jaus one battalion, 

UnL,s which were placed under C'PCCN ot lat ~f::.1.:r::ne f:.t'-!fi_ment by 

Engineer BaUalicn; Co A (minuo) 1st Shore Farty Bat;i;alioi:,; 

Comp&:n;ir A (ruinu".:l), 1st }'Iotmr 1'1·::msport Ba'i:.talior-.) ::,r.d 1st Butt,:J.:1.on 

l55rw, n:d:,iLl.ery battery (four 155rr.m. hm-tltzers, tO\-,ed); r:n-1.d or.o 
•• . . Jf:,' 

4.2:i..n m0rtr1r battery ( three J.,.2i,'l mort;,ri, <'Ind nne r.n:-rt.ar). 

Vi':G HQ l HAR DIV, dtg 260200Z M~r 68 (FH 1 }l\R DIV TO CG, 
TF XRl-.Y; CG, PCV; 11 i:•L;R; _ll 'f.IT BN) 

inrlicc,ted a possibility of a. decroasing "i:.h:.:-oat, to that base. 'l'hiro 

!1far· Div cle:Ments a.t Khe Sar,h ha.d light c,~:fft,r,ct on 26 :':"i.nd 27 }~arch 

~dth c-nly 42 incoming roui,1.d.o during the 24=:,h,"'ur period from n,:,on 

· oi' the 26th until i.oon of the 27th. All courses . of :sct.:l.;:,n ,,:~r-{, 
·,\ 

c,,nsidered be.foro LTG Rosson notified LTG C11s'hin::i.n en 27 H,n.·d1 

th:s:I;, he had app:roved I•:G ".i'cls@n1 s plim. tor the l AGD por'i'..i<)n of 

Operation PEGhSUS p Ho addod that. the en<:mry si-tu,,i.t.icn was being 

closely watched)? 
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37 

the V:tctn,r:r:,2,,: :•fa.rin-e Task ?orce :i.n the vicir-..:Lty of Hue would 

P,.de<mate reaction to any Hue Ci+,y contingency c()-uld be provided 

JS 
by ct.her U.S. forces. 

y~ 
KG EQ UIMt..F, dtg 2708l(Z }-'.,,:.~ (,S, (p,r ::;a, III }i;.•\.F 1\'"\ cc, PCV) 

PL.,nr.ins for the operation cpntiuucd at :i:-CV' ho.;,.dqu..?.:;.""tc:rs as x-op­

:rcsc~1.t,aHves of the 1 ACD, 3d Ear Div'1 · and 10~ Abil Div, t1ot with 

. 1,:.i.cutcn~n·i:. Col~nel Floyd W,. Baker, Co1·ps Su1•,:;ec::i., t.o pla.'1. :r.odica.l 

S\:.;~port for Cpera'cion PEGASUS) 9 

39 
:-~srf HQ PGV, dtg 251331Z :'1ar- 68, su.b,4ect: r.-1.~dic.t1l ?l.~n' ... ,.·irp•'• Confe't"~11co 
(?>: cd, Pcv Tr CG, 1 ,1.CD; cG, 3d ~fn DIV, cc, i.01 !in~r DN) 
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Th3 101 Abn Div 

lt~G Y.10 lOl~l\B~·-: "DIT, d·fg 25?3102 )18r f.-9, Subr~J0ct: 
(F·11: CG, 101J1.J3~1 "QI;! 7C C(~, "PGV:, CTir~JtS) 

into Ga Lu 11.ti }_i:;.i.>1g C-12.3 
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?{:C H~ :-'C]:,:··:;cc}'8, dtg 23C·85hz Har 68 (Ii'H CG FLC TO Cl) 
l :-l'..R ;"i.:::GT ~":JD) FL.~~G 1:!,i~.A'J'C) 

con.feroncc, 2nd Gcnertl Rosson presented the ove~o.J..::i. co~1cQ:;;·:: 

tion of ~"1.e C7A airstrip at _Ca Lu, wouJ.cl bo -;,."'Qady Zo-.: the pl2.r .. ;;:10C:. 

attack on 1 Aprilo T'ae deception plan co.lli?-,g 'lo;.." a i-e~ir.:e:..1'ca: 

towards t.'le De111.ilitarized zone (DMZ) was· .:1:Lso discussod.o. 

General Westmoreland stated that Operation PEGASUS sl1ould go ~s 

scheduled. 43 · 

43 
l::SG H'.;2 III 11:·.F, dt.g 290448Z Mar 68 (Ii'H CG, III l'lAF 'i'O GO}ill3-
!•L":.CV) 

PCV Operation Plan l-68 ·was redesignatecl ?CV O;ierat.ion Orde!i." 

1-68s on 29 }larch. Instructio~1a were issued to e;-recu·be the 
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operi:1t:ir,n order Hi th D-DPly being ootablisi-.od a3 010001 Apdl. 

The SG, 3d 1{a.r Div crder~d the oxocution of hie, Opo:. .. o.tic:1 01-d.er 

300600H l\';arch. · Ta~k Force Kilo wac the 11ar;;,c give;;, t't:.c U. S. ----- . 
el~ent..s participati1'lg in the coorciii:1a-.:.cd fl.RV:J .:.:r.d ua So 

attack northe&.st of Dong Ha. The ARV'fJ -portion .-ms dc;:;ign:i.tcd 

and the 3d Bat+.alion, 1st Infant.7;7 Reg:i.,r:mlts u:--.do .. " C(',:'/c:rol of 

the bt ARVN Infantry Divi.Gi<"m. Task orgmtlza+.io~1 of ti,3 

U. s. ele!!lents undel.:' ccnt.reil 0f the 3d r.far Div woN~ 3d Souad .. ~or:.1> 

5th Cav.:,.lry (min.us); Compnny C,. 2d Botta.lion,, 34th Alrno::i 

Company A, 1st Battalfoni> 502d Airbnr-.10,., (101st Aba Div); ari.d 

the 2d Batt;:i.lion, hth 1✓.-:irine R~giment. 44 

'MSG HO PCV, dtg 29023SZ Har 68::; Subj;;;ct: Exocui:.io;.-:, 
CPLAN 1-68 (FM CG, PCV Tr CG~ l ACD; CG,3d MAR DIV; 
0thers) 

}TSG HO 3d M/iR DIV, dtg 2S0515Z t,far 6S (FH CG j .%. !it:..R DIV 
TO 3d }'tAR DIV; TF F:fBBE; 3/5 GAV) 

Throughout the period -tactical air was b0in..1 Cr"'l."!Ce:n-::.r.:.t.~d "-<4 

interdicting the enemy' S main avenue.;; of nppr0u.ch into '1:.hO areia . 
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ourro@rling Khe Sanh and the larGor AO of the l ACD. 

emphasfo wD.s placed <-n neutralizing k110;-m and suspoctcd 

of NVA artillery and anti-aircraft artillery pooitio~s. B-52 

missions C/"\ntinued to Give priority to t>c suprort of Kh0. Sn.nh 

4r. 
Comb,i,t B;;-.so Md •tho, pen.din;:; oparation. ::> 

1,,5 
M:3G H0 rev, dtg 2911+482 Mar' 68 (FM CG, FCV T0 CG, III H•H') 

!{SG H0 1 ,A.CD~ dtg 3002152 Mar £'8, .'.:hib;ied: f..ir '.?un',,('7't 

Operati0n PEGASUS, (FM CG, 1 ACD T() CG, rev) 
MSG HQ PCV, dtg 31O2.35Z Mai' 6$ (F:,{ CG,, TCV 'T'(' CG, III 't~'T?) 

Cn 30 March General West..r.,orela."ld · in a mes::;af<'! to LTG Cushman 

expressed his crnfidence that weo.ther w?.c reing r.l0sely 

watched to insure that it did not fr.~n.bit gctt:in,z tl1e o:oer.-?.ticn 

off to n. good sta:ct. · 1·ieather was still the m::jr-l"- ?ictcr ht 

determining the tirting ef the attack. · Gen""r~l Fe::t::r,orel;•r,.d 

e.lso expresses his feeling for the impcrt,r.nt, roJ~ ~-h,~+. th~ 

Vietnamese Airborne Tn.sk Force was tr, h~1vP-· in the cpe-ration.46 

r-'.SG HC MACV, MACQh':l,3lf, dtg .3011502 MP.r f:-~ (r'F G"S\\ffiRAL 
· · WES'WDffiLAND TO L'l'G CUSH:{\N, fa""FO: L'l'G R0'3'.'·( J:.'.) 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

l'.ntirieer projects at the Ca Lu (Ls.nding Zane STUD) o.irst.rip were 

eighty-bro percent cc::::plete by JO }(arch. 'i'h3 water pnirrt was 

in place, 12 bunkers ha.d been ccmpleted;; logistic convoys :1ad 

arrived with !:8Al matting fc:.:. the ai:;:,i'ield and bar.:-iE: .. ~ n.atcrial 

be:i.ng crmr:leted and the estiraated c0mple'i:iion date for· up-

47 
gr,s.d:i.nt!. of the strip to C-123 capacity was 6 Apdlo 

h7 

C<v,.st,.~.l Flaim, (area bet,.-reen the Cau Viet Rivet~ and t,he D?.u'.). 

li:e:-,ults rif the firs" days opcraticma: Killed in Acti,m: U. 2,.--five; 

Cav. euch lost r-ne ar:nc,red persClnnel c:in·ier destrcyod ,.s,rhile t.ht'! 

3/J.r;t AH.VN captured 22 individual rmd 11 c1·ew serveG. Weapons 

ener.w. 
48 
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. 48 
~;IT RXf', HO PCV, JOOOOJ.H t.o J024COH Mar 681 ifo. 02l 

The Jd H8:i.:' Div aUI,plented the 1st Mc-ir R8 rr,t with tbe followin.g 

elements on .30 1-':arch: two l,. 2 in rifr>rta.rs; tw.:, '!"lutoo.i.u (10) 

of tanks (:w11.ilable w4.J...tt0 in frur hnurs of :my roouest); o-;.:c 

pl!3.toon (4.) of C'N'T'CS; and rme sh<n·e party, Engi11cor support 

could not be made available because of the henvy cot:rrnittrr.ent of 

the 11th Engr Bn. A 105mm artillery battery was to be pro-

49 vided from other PCV resources. 

1..9 
1-:sG HC Jd :'·t\R DIV, dtg 30191oz :M;:ir 68 (?M CG, 3d MAR mv 
TC CG, F'CV) 

Oper::::tion J::2 ;.:;TUART termimited JlOSOOH J,farch. Cporat,ional 

c,introl of th•::: ] ,t Marine Regiment h,id passed to the 1 ACD 

Dt 1500!-I hours, 29 ~!arch, and the 3d Xar Div pasoed OPCCN · ©f 

the 26th i"iGri.n0s in Khe Sa.nh to the l ACD. SO Tne 1 ACD 

50 
MSC l-10 PCV, dtg .3U223Z Mar 68, Subject: Opera.tio11 SEB 
STU 1-.Id, (Fi•l.GG, PCV TC' CG, III M~F; C"''1'li1i:P,S) 

. . . 
MSG EQ 151' M~.R DIV., dtg 291057Z Ha:r f:1i . {F:-! CG~ 1st M~R PJV 
TO CG, PCV; CG; l ACD; OTif:i.RS) 

SIT REP, HQ PCV, 310001H to 3124.COH Ma;r 68~ No Q4Z' 
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Tactical Op,:,ratinns Center becarr.e orer;:itional 2.t lZ S'l'UD c1i1d 

the l !.CD 3.SSuJned respmsihlity fer the FSGA.SUS AO. Operati,,n 

P:.:GASUS began at 0801H h0urs 31 ½arch, ar,d OPO'"·N of the 1st Bnll 

9th Marines,_.also in...Khe Sanh, ,,as passed to the l ACD at thcit 

_ 51 
t:i..m.e. 

51 
MSG HO 3d ~~\R DIV, dtg 310701.Z }for 6$ (FM: CG, Jd ii.AR DJ.V 
T0 CG, 1 ACD and 4th W,R REGT) 

MSG HO 3d W.R DIV, dtg: Ol0l .. 50Z Mer 68 (FM CG, 3d MAR D"'IV 
. - . TO- ch; l ACD a.nd 2tth !<l'.A.R HEGT) 

·0n 31 March, radi@ contact was estn_blished between all points!) and 
by mornir.g of D-Day· most voice ci rcti.i.ts werC:'l i;.1. op2.ratic,n. 
Installation @f teletype circuits proved difficult. S0:r.:.3 wo:ro 
established by the evenir.g of' 1 Arril. Acti,;;atior.i. of sll tele­
type circuit:,; hc:)wever~ we1s dela.~rcd by sovoral days. rrh.:, pro­
blem wG.s cne of' interface between U. t, o Al'Yzy' VHF .und US;,'.C 
troplll ecmip--uiant. The p:n.;hlem was S<'lvod by mutual and ccnst<:1.nt coop­
oraticm between Army and i;°Prine c0m.rr,unicct6rs at the operator, 

' ;,2 command arrl staff levels •. 

52 
~EMO, AVII-SC, HQ PCV, 28 April 19f.8, 0p. cit. 

i\'OT"E: 
With Opcration.J.l Control of the 2r,th 1'fori.1.o Re0ir.:on-t po.c:::i­
bg from -t.he CG; 3d li"lrine Division to the CG., l::.it C..:.vcl:.7 
Division, Cpcr(.\Lion SCCTLA°i'ID I was to::tr.d;·!t.-r.od D.t o;;oor-r ?.c.u1·s, 

· '.31 March l 96f3. Statist:lcs for op2ra+- io:.:s hw0lvin~ Kho ~l.:~1 
Cori:.bat Basa prior to tha.t dat,o hnve been reported as a par~ 
of Oper~tion SCO'l'LA.t''rno 
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InclosUL--o 1 to Combat Oper~tions Ai'tor ~ct,io~1.Ropo:rt, (RCS: ;t.IACJ3-32)(k-1) 

HISTORICAL STlTilY. 
J-6B 

110PERATION PEGASUS 11 

3J.st Milit:·,~~ lli.~·;:;o:,:,y Dot::-.cia::mt 
HQ PP..OVISIONAL COR:l.'.)S .V-JE'ZN/1M 

APO Sc..7.. F~anoioco 96.:,08 
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~ I.W,J' Li'.J J_rl I lLJ ~ u\1 lJ LJ .J:.., ~ · 
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BE:'1QU~erERS11- . PEDVlSICg'.Jil:. 002-73 IJ:i..j;;:JK.'l 

· . · 1 · / APO 5w 1'~~1 .. 9~5(.:J - \.: . ,· . 
'• . . . .. . . . ' ·'I . •'·. : . . . 
•:. 

,.'. ·.--..· .. ,-.. ~~.·-.. ' ~ ,,; ... : k~:.•• • ;,•, '• • 

C~t,Opora'~ou3 After Action Rop.,-:..~:.. (WS.i l-1AC:~~2)(K-l) ·. 
• , • ..rs • • 

. 'I . 

·--..----...:"'"~:. 
.. 

•. ,--.,, · .. •1,J. 

ro~ c~ Ga-l1$/r.:lJ. 
•United. Si:.utisrs }rill:~-..y Assistanea Co~'i.d ViGt."l.ru::1 · 

3 ... 

4o 
... 

5. 

(U) 

(U) 

(~ 

~U) 
····.-

(U) 

APO S~ Frandrl~ 96,222 . . . . . 

'i;·:. 
-~:- ~ . ·; '• .. 

N~ of Qi?ar&tion: OffilulTIG!-1 ~:. 

Date. Qf O~i'.::.t4.<»1: 
", 

Locetio:.'i a . Eor,h.~?O''- qti1~al1.t ot Q~u-zj 'h".i ;?~vV~~~ · J~ (i':cz . 
. . . . . ·•, '.... () . . . . 

• .... ·.h:.,· 

l?~~......-v.1.wi.~a:t ~I";,~ V::lo'iUlC;;J · · · i'?u Will:i~'g ~ · Ebo a~ ·. . · . 
·•?. 

. ~\C,V.lo:ioncl. C@~>pG.l viotmcn.i. ~\lr""-...!llot"",1 : ro ~,o/'..::?:CJO r:I •. Cn:?Utho;;"JJii J<;. .. ~ 
ll.G~ C'4v.:.ll~ Div.ta:lon (A:i,r~qil.G) . : ·i::c; ·t.1i~11."1. J~ Tol::;;~ I!l .. · .. · ... 

. ' . . . . . ' ~ . ; . ' ; . ..-:,, . ' . . . 

'li:i:io~ Orgws:.ation a 

ao Frovi~~ :,a;rps:: V:w~i. 

B:Q Oo.£> PCV'. . . 
}El ·i:t-~- haw ·i 'ilig;:wfw · Dq·~ · (?nw) 
33d C!7.:::m:d.ool D~'i':. .. 
Pl F:JlJc;. D:it (~) 
Sigµal !kit (?rt',oV) 

.... S~t ~~W taotoey ~t . 
• .... , •• ' -- • •• ,_ : •• · . ' _,: : 1 ,·· • / •. :·' 
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Tho bt C~NalrJ Division (Airmoblo) (:i.•t;inforccd.) a:,,oackcd., 0:1. 

1 1lpril;,1 by a combination of air a.rd grouzld aGcau.lts to c;:-;·i;c:bli::ih 

fj_ro sui:-;iort ba::;or.; and conduc'b oi'fo1:.::dvo opcr2..tiona on .'.l-1."'l x-:i.:i 

from Ca l.u "!io Kho Sanho The att.!'.cl:: W.'.lJ to cloar and opc:.'l. B.out,o 

9 fr.om Ca Lu ·t;o l:hc Sanh Cor:,bat Ba,'.:;c ai1d to dos·troy tho. c:,:.:i1rzy­

forcos ilt tho assigned aroa of l'i;;:Jpom~ioili'oy., 

!J 0700H hours, tho 2nd Battalion, l::rb Harino::i, and tho 2d 

roriue.1 1 but talion attacked J-;o ·c,ho north o:r Rout0 9 ro·o.d. a0izcd, 

Objective 6 (48Q XD 997467), i-:hilo t.11.c 2d Bnll 3d ifal"incc ai;.·ba.ck­

od south of Routo 9 and took Objectivo J. (48'.2 YD Ol4h.37 )o }~cc t­

ing little rocfotznce the 2d Bn, 3d Earirlos continued on to ovor­

ru..>:'i Objoctivo 7 ()!0-~ YD 005431)~ 

B, 11th Engineer Bn,, cor.;no1we<.l t.he rcpo.ir ru:d up-g;radi.""'lg of nouto 

9 o As· thE> oncr:'.'..tion progrGsscd;,1 a."l.d a i:.'i.fan'cl-y ln::ir.ouvo:r- olom::..1to 

clo~u-cd t.ho flanl{G of tho roc?.d, -cwo .::.ddi-/;iorlal ol:igil-18or cor:1pa1:ion 

wore co:r:;!i'littcd to t...'lo project,. The cne;inc0rt1 cmu.:·01,..uc·ood four by-

pa..1::;oa and clc;;;red l .. 5 kiJ.omoto1•:;; of H.outo 9 on 0-D.:.(to 

E~rl.y- morning fog del~rod tho planned 0700:-I .~,:i:r C(~Ba.ult by cloncnto 
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reduced. to O to 2 nilec in fog ~:cl light driz~;lo du.ri:r..;:; t..i-10. m.orn-

1y for t,he li.ft, a.."'1.d th~ brig::..do bega11. 1.:uxli:.:ig in rr.;'Jport ba:.c::: 

north a .. "ld south o:t .aoutc 9., 

1350H) and tho 2d B-a~ 7th Cavili"'Y (clor.iod at 1/S;50I(Jg Tile 5tm. Bn.)l 

7th Gav:tl.ry ~:'.lso.uJ:1;,od imto LZ c:}_':i.;:; (48'.] XD 92 81.1)8) a11d clo:'jca. rii:. 

th.:.i.t, location by ll6S1i hourso 

By nigh ·i;f all the two l'iarino baMali om:i wore Ol'l a li!'l.S oxter.id.i:n.g 

enkbli::;hod dofenzivo positioru:: in the vicinity of LZ }fIX:E and LZ 

''I ' r-r-, .• 
....... ' .... ,. : 13 

'iho docoption operation northeru1'0 of Dong Ho. wan ;.c:w.cludcd 0:1 J. 

.".rril with light con·bact<> 'Ille i':der..dly forces~· co:wiat-,ing of thG 

'I'ru;k I•'orce (1st Bn.)l 2d Info ar:c1. 3d Bn, lr.:-t Ilri.f o) zccu:i.•0d object­

ive:::: on t:..'-to sout..½ side of tho ~)HZ wi·l,;.1. no Fi..'fl:JJ:' cai:.u...~tios roport-
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four of which 1-:cro in t.½o vicinHy of :illio Sa;,-J1. Co:nbat Ba::;0 0 

Poor weo.ther :in the mo:.."ning cut. t,~ctical air s·.:.pport to 66 

COl'l:;fo ¼d of eight, G-230 o.l"'ld fom· C-l2J ::.ir d:;:oop::; foi.- ;:,;1. in::iut, 

of 115,6 to~1!J., '.l.\,onty-four h~il.icc.:;.-\:.oi·a:: l:.ndod c;;:,i•co '.;;o boo;;;·i:. 

t.ho total input to 149 .. 5 ton::;. One C-123 J.andod with 2J.J. pas::;-

53 
SIT Illi:P., HQ PCV, OlOOCJ.lI to 0124-00H Ap;.• 68, 1'1o 023 

I:I7Su1l, HQ PCV, OlOOOlH to 0l2h00:i'l .Apr 68; Ho 22-68 

SP}~C I-::.n~, EQ PCV ('l'0C:), 01G900E to 020900H Apr 68 

CD:tl 1S JAEY SUH, ·n~ PGV., 011200H to 021200H Apr 68 

Operatiol'i I·'Z0,'3U:3 cont,inued on 2 Ap:dJ. .with tho 2d B::~, 1::,-;; 

co-.mmencing at 06551-io COi':1plot:i.ng a ve:i.••jical c;;-.v0lopm::n:t at, 

1745H.:1 Co E, 2d Bn, let 1for received i::mall arms and a1rto­

:mo.tic weapons :fire from an unknown-sizo cncrr:..r forco in t:10 

gunship supported tho }:D.riJ.""l.os ~ Rosul ts of t."1c engagcri.o:.u 

dota:iJ.100=:. Four ;\K-Lr7 riflosj ono B-40 rocked;, la1.r::ch0:i.~,.. a:.14 
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one :;h:u1.e:::o c;o;-m:1tu"1i::rt {(;hicc,:'!) grcn:.'.C.C w0ro CcWGUJ.1 Bdo Hoving 

f:.:-o:-ri tho c,re~ .'.'!. booby trsp ,;ao deton:.tcd !rnlmdirig a:.1 2ddi-cicni::.J. 

Eo.rinc., .:.t 2000H the ueste1~n no::;·i:, doto~~ivo po:;Hio~.i-.fo~-th;::il' 

2d Bn,, l.:;t l:o.r uere :>.t lr82 ::D 9651.il.5 (Co 2~o E r:.l'"' .. d G) antl -Zo;." 

th~ 2d lli'l; ;d ::m:- ~--t, t~s.2 :,:u 985420 (Co 1 o., 1~ ~nd H)o The lrri::. 

B11, l.Gt J'nrine:,; ro~1.incd responciblc for :-;ec\~rity o-;: Ga Lu and 

LZ ·c·J;)., The cor:',b:'..nod offor-t of' the U,.;3o i'-.l"":Y;J and i:ic.1~:i.,::o E:.--;.­

ginecr:::i and the Ifa.v;r :;on.?Jtructio:a Battali0l'1 c00plotcd t:m b:ri&g..,::;; 

.'.l."ld t1-;o r.tore bypasse.:1 as ·Uley- cleo.rcd .1lr.tost throe kilometer.:: o::· 

:itouto ?c 

':110 2d B:i.1.~ 7th C2.vaJ.rtJ conducted .r.:i:1. air nssau.U bogi..""l:.1ing .:it lJOOH 

into a 1.-:.ncling zono in tho vici.1ity of 48.'.:) jJ) 890li05 (LZ THOI-l.)o 

~u.1 D pl'lll:l Cnc objectiver;: ,-roro t,ak0n wi:::h only light con'.:.o.ct, .::.·:-·.,_ 

throughout tho :.:--::;G;\SU3 NJ. Other olemen'e,s of the Jcl Ede cor.rluct­

od clearing oporrctionz in t.ho vicinH,y of t.heir oper,:.:t.ins bases., 

Si.-x: E-52 s 1.-r11<.:o;j wi -!-,h a total of 36 circ:..~2.i't. W.)rc f lm-m i:;:. ;:::.n,l_.o:.. 

port of Qperation F"BG":;,_:;s. I-'ivo of. the st,ril:o□ were :!.:u tho ore:.:. 

nround j~;-;JB. 'J.hc u.··. !fo.vy flow 87 tactic.:?.1 a.i::.:• ::so:.~tics 9 'cl-lo Air 

Force flew 32 9 _::..."'ld the E:::.z-ine Ail" Wing flow 2.3 in su}Jpo:i.--·c. o-Z 

:i:,E.G.'5U3o Air Force :r.::oup:ply of 171.:fi;erinl L"'ltc Kho SD.r.b coT..si:J_·~d 

of seven ~-l.30 .::.nd four C-123 air drops Zor .:Ul :i.nput ot 91..,4 tor.s., 
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'r'hi:rt:7-!:l:b:: holicoptcrs l;;nded i~-it.11 cargo to ro.i:;a thl'.' total 

cargo delivered to 162 t,onoo 

erour..cl for; and hc>.ze., Scattered clE;;:,,ri:n.g dovolcp0d after noon 

roturnin1; t.o fog m-:d. ha:;e by luoo::;., Vis::_bili ty ;;-3.s goi.i.1g -c,o 

3 to 5 miles, lm-roril1g ~gain aftei~ ;:;m't:wt,0 
54 

54 

SI'l' :1.-:;p, HQ PGV, 0200ClH to 022400H J\.:pr 68, 1.ro 024 

SPEC ::.EF, HQ FCV (TOC) ,I) 020900H to 030900H .Apr 68 

CJ:?.tS JXILY SUi;, HQ PJV, 021200H to 031200H .ll.pr 68 

\vli.on t.he 3d Ed?,, 1 ACD u11its air acsau.:i..tcd into LZ"o C.".'I'ES 

e.nd r:-r:m on D-Dcy they were follc,,ed by- l051r.r:1 bat'tcrieo of 

airlifwd into LZ C1-\T.S~: while Bo.'i:.t.e~r B ires ::1ovcd i:ato LZ 

into Li 'l'IWI: of 2 Apr!.1~ .B.:rlit~1: .. 7 .:-.. of the 2lst·Ai.till0ry 

clo::;od into tho landing zone at. 1650Ho55 -

55 
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Goner.ii J.ossori l::..udcd tho logi::;tical effort ,-,hich h8.d 0oc~1 

tho t,i[;h·i; schedule irr:po:::ecl t,o ta]co 11.x::i.r,rnn 2.G.Vll.lltogo of tho 

PCV. Ganeral :tos::;011 il"lforrr.od General G1.1.::.,hr,w.r.l.: 

.:\ga:i.nst, shor·t. tleo.dlincs, D.11d tr.i:::h c:;wrciso of t:10 highest 
degree of proi'essiono.l e::;::p;;;:rt.ise 9 tho ofi':;_cers az...cl ,;:;:,11 of 
!Ia.val Support; Activity; l."orco Logistic.:w. Ge,::nmand:.1 Dniteci 
,'3·l;e.tea /,rr.y Support; Co;;i.."'.1~1.d. (l'rov);; -tho llth Mari:10 Fo:i.~co 
Bne;inoers3 c.nd the 3d Na.iral Coi.1.Struc·;;ion Briea.dc d0v0lc;_:icd 
o. logistics bnse ,?.t ·i;h0 pln.cc :..~equircd.,11 at th(;/ tima :..~zquir<::d 
and at cfi'cc-!-,ive stockc.ge J.ovolso · Lll c011ccr:;;i0d ~1avc ucquitt­
ed t.hcJ;:Selvcs ,·1ith dis'dnct:ion,,. 

T'n.i.5 truly joint, effort p:co-..rid2s n.0·0 only ;;,. sou:cce o-S: p:t·ide 
and gratitic3.tion, bu·1; reflects g:coa:;; credit; o:;.1. •'·110 logi[ri;ical 
ele:nonts of 1x,,1~ticipating Services. w:s::.J., DOI-rzo5b . 

56 

FSG ~ R°'. PGV, d tg 02020oz Jrpr 68; Subject;: 0p0ra·i;ion 
:e::G:.DUS.11 (Fm CO, PCV to CG, III 1:AF) 

On J April_, L'.!..'G :Cos.son notified Hi '.:olsozri. th,,d; BG 'l'roU:.'"lg h.:1.ci 

concurred with the concept for tho uso of !2v'1I forces i:.1. lil:k-

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

FoJ•ce Hn::; to bo :mcde avail.::.blc to hii:1 ut. Qu.:i.ng 'I.'ri 011 tho F..o:.·:.1-

:i.nP' o-r' 4 .-, --.01..;l 57 
Q - .... .1 ..... ..i... Q 

57 
HSG, ff;J PCV, dtg 0313392 J1pr 6G 

elo..,0-n.ts or tho 2d Bdo, l ACD., !Jroviousl;r scl1edu:i.,:)d. for D plus 
~ 

'l'hrce, ,·raro :r::.ovod up to D pll..1.S Two in o:r<lo:i:-_ ·t;o cxt~:.:d i:.qou...'1.d 
~ 

Bazeo The lot and 2d Batte.lions, 5th :::avc:l.b.7 ai'ld tho 2d Ba.ttilio?l., 

12th C,wo.lry conducted an airlift ·00 LZ STi.D to stage fo:.. .. co:;,1:iHi'~­

mon-i; foto tho:i.:.." port,ion o:r the 1 ACD is AO., frii 1225H tho 2d Belo 

bcg.m \;he air al'.ls:J.ultsc T'nc 2d Bn~ 5·\;h Cav a'.;tacl{ed LZ TO::{ (i.i.8Q 

:0 9003l.!5)., T.ne 2d Tui..i> 12th Cs,v o.::;saultcd il· .. to LZ TIHOTH:t (/..i.8Q -
Xi) 880360) and secm~ed the a.rea fo:: ·:;ho la.'1dir1g of tl10 ls-l:; :Sn, --
contact., A'o 1330H in tho vicinity of LZ TO!io Coo D;i 2r-.d. Bn., 5th 
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u.,;J. t:Lo". 

9"6' -.,5 { L!...,> at 

·1 • 

:·:c.:::.t,hcr in tho Ehe S.::nh .::.rc3. on .3 P.p:r-il wee :::.ou 070:;.~.::::;:;;·~ i:rith 

mi tted rc:rnpply until r.'!.'.ll'ginoJ. condition.:: rctu1,;;.od at 2200Ho 

Air ?orce resupply of ;;1.3.-/:.cri.::J. consisted of fivo C-130 8.l"1.d 

c~u::,c dc:1ired ntoclcngc lGVcls iru:;ide th0 combat base hc.d boei-i 

·the r1issions support:Lne ·cho Kho 8?..nh co:-([).i.o;;co Ct:o htu:.d:red 

thirt:r-:;i;.: tncticn.1 air D or'tie s woro :.:J.c;.m by Air Force ;i }:;.irino ;i 
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T'.ne decoption plnn, il1tio.tcd o;.1. JO Hc.z-ch., l1.ad b::0:1 30 .;;uccessi'ul 

Th0 3d En, Jd E2.rines iil coordination ir:i..th tho 2d. J...RV1i 21cr-;t;, 

beg~"l s1-I0cpi.'1;; south from Gio Linh (48Q Yu 213732) l,ith fi11al 

58 
objectives w!±:Gt of Jong Ik:., 

58 
SIT IC?, H~ PCV, 030001H to 0J2400H Ap:~ 68ll :ifo 025 

:on:;,UE, HQ PCV, 0J0OOJJI to 032400H Irp'l.' 68, ifo 24=68 

Sl:'EC n~, HQ PGV (TOC), 030900H to 040900H Apr 68 

SIT R:::P, HQ 1 ACD, OJOOOJ.11 to 032400H .Apr 68 

On 1.:. April, the 26th 1-:a.rine ::'":egirr.c;,,·~, ur..d0r OPcm of tJ1.e 1 AC=> 
4"-4;i",...-------

since 31 lfa.rch, attacked·; out of tho ITI1.0 So.r: .. 11 Cc:nba:1; :Basa" A"i:i 

0600H; t..11.c 1st Bn, 9-ch !sforines movGd aouthoaa·i; tli:hl1 Hill 471 (48Q 

XD 846939) es their objoctiveo Prior 'i:,o .s.nd duri.13 'l:.ho CD.Jau.J.:t.:1 

the Jfarines were supportod by ex·:.cndvo artillor-.1 fi;.•o~ Al·::..'1oug}1 

the o.tt.-:.cking force met little resist:ll."1co, 30 NV.A bodies wero,.dfo­

covoredo ?rte hill was seci.u~ect by :I.720H" During tto 1.ig:l:d;.1> tho 

:~nrinos received or>..e hundred ci[;'.Ltit 82i11m mo1~tar., sovon·t.y-fa;o 122mm 

.;}oven 1'13.rines were killed and thii·ty-.f our wou.ndode 
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,, I 

' ''. '' Totai Air Forba 'rcs;;ippiy or mtEiriai accounkci for 105.9 ton~, -~ ' 

: · ,Five o-;I.30 and .fc,ur O-i23 air drops were madtt .nth _throe or the , . · 
\ ' . ' . ' .. . . ' ' : ;, 

c-130 •a tlel:i:v:~rinff cru;-go w,ing the ground parachute extractiOl'l .0.:. ' 

is;y3tem. , ,Fifteen· c;;it~46.-and, t~o CH~5j holicopiers. ianded with, , 
. . ~ ' . . . ' . , . ' . . 

: cargo ,boo~tirig th~ inpµt)~ 170 to~•:· :,One ·c~l23 iandec:l w11?}i··;, 
. ' . " '.\ . . ...... , -.... \ 

,.Horthern ! Corps was overcast du:drig tho -e~ly m~rning hoUrs . 
. . . · .... : .' . _.: ·:·' .~-.. . .·) . . ~/ •(·: "': : ..... ·. : ··,' •' . ., ' . . .·, .... 

'With oeilingo ranging from O to 300 feet.· Vi:sibility waei O to · 

3 miles in r og •. ditt:lrig 'th~.i ;~iy- mo:mirtg hours-~: ', Arter 09000 ... 

visibilitt itcts ,:~~n~i-ally '3" t~ 'i mi~a· 'in'-~z~ Md fog. ~9.,·"-; \: \·•.·< 
.. ; .. :.' 

,, ,.·: 

· IHTSUM; HQ POV, 040001H to 04240014 Apr 68., Ho .25-66 
:-t .' ~ . . ::i ' :.. :· ' . '~ r . : • ; \ ·~ .:·, .·:- ,.:·. ' _!: . f I,; . ' • •' ! : . . ; .. • · 

. SPEC m:P; HQ POV (Toe); 640900il to' 05b90blt Apr 68( . 
. .~. 

,,, • • 
1 

'f , • ~• ' , I 

. .At 0515H on the morning. of( 5 Aprii, an ostinat!Jd _NVA battol:l.on 
' ·---.::..- . ' . '' ,, ' ' . ' ' ' 

. ' . ' 

launched a cotmtcr-ntrocl:, agp.:i.nst _elcr.tcp.ts or 'the 1st,. Bn, ,9th 
. . . . ' . '• ·' .. , 

fa1rinea · occupying H:i.ii 471. In ;mat 'uaa ia.ter to be described b:, 

L~ --~~hm'.~i ~.' ·~· ~t:itho\i~i:tghts'· '~t\Jttt b~ttle iw: Khe Salili~ 60 

' ....... · .... 
:.,-_ ... :_.• 

.,, 
. ', ... .- '. 
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cavalrylnen >anc1 Jrn.rines concentrated on compaey-size oper:itions · 

to secure the dominating terrain around Khe So.nh and alone Route 

_9," Ji:'.lements of the 1st Bn,· 5tJ1 Cav ; 1st Bn, 8th Cav ; 2d Bn, 7th 

Gav J 1st Bn, 12th Gav~; as well es -the 1st Bn., 9th )Iarines mado · 

contc".ct with enemr 1.inits or up to estimated battalion strcneths. 
' . • 1r I, ;• , •, > , > I I' ' ', . . I •• , ' . 

At llOOit~ an aerial rocket),artiillert. (ARA) helieopter ongaged · 

· · an enenzy''. tank ·~even ldloraeters oouth' 'of KSCD ·(vie h8Q 8635) •. :· , 

1.ho tan.1< I had beeit:. firing . in to LZ. Tl';J)Tl:IY : and withdrew to the 

. :· south.- when fireci:up~ {rlth 2.15 in.' rockets., · ··•·· 

noute 9 hrul been reconstruct.ed for .'.f distance of 5,5 kilometers 

from C:i Lit; four bridges and twelve byprurnes 'had been completed·;:: 

by· the end of D 'plu:i Four~ •· Resupply efforts into Kha Sanh. ac­

eounto,f .ror ·i81\7 ioru:1. Eighty-tour point omf tons were air­

liftoci by helicQPter wh~le the .Air Force o.;123 and 0-lJO-air. 

drops dol:tv~red 96.6 tons.; A ·JO day~supply of rations and 17 :-- ·._ · 
. . . .., . 

plus days or major ammunition was on hand in the combat base as·-··, 

plnns were made f'or the 1' A.CD uni ts to atat't drawing from. Kho .... 

sanh stocks as well as fran the FSA/F5E at 9a Lu. 
.. . . . .: r. , ., ;~ 

. We3ther in the· northern portion of :the Corps. area··· of operatioM 

·. was marginal ;r.Lth overcast·'oeiling'·ranging from.0 to 500 feet 
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. ' 

, .. 

to cloudy. with ceiling above )000 feet. After ?OOOH, all area., 

had ceilings ranging from 800 to ·2000. feet. -Vusibilit;r was O to 

3 miles in fog during the early morning hours •. After lOOOH vis-

.. ibilit;y was ti. to 6 mil.es in haze. 

' . 

Two Arc Light (B-52) strikes with.a total or 12 aircraft were 

tlown in support of the operation. Tactical air strikes ~loim_ .i 

in support _or PEGASUS added -up to_.J.40 sorties, or these the 

Marines flew 72, · the Air Force ·17, and the lfavy ;i·.: Eighty­

nine or these were delivered. in, the :1Jnmediate_.vicinit7 of Khe, · 
Sanh Combat Base,· · 

f < / ''., '. • 

The base itself_ continued. to be harraased by eneni;r artiller;r 

and mortar rounds. • , A to'W'J. ·or. 57 incaning rounds. were accounted .·, 

f'cr during the reriod-0900H.,_5_April to 0900H; ,9 April •. ; Cumula­

tive results for the first rive days. ot. ()poration -~~ASUS showed 

)02 enemy- killed; 35: irtd.i-v.i-dual. ~ i~ cre~-served weapons cap-:- .. 
. .- . ' '' 

61 tured,·., 

-------·· ;'' 
61 

SIT REP, HQ PCV' o,oOOJJI to' 052400H Apr 68., No 027 

--I11T.SUM,·:HQ' FCV,· o,ooolli to,052400H Apr 68,. No 26-68_ .. ·, 

SPEC Ri?.P, HQ iicv (TOO)~ o,0900H_ to o60900H Apr ~8 . 

: SIT REP 1 • W~ ,l ;ACP ~ · .05Q001Jt t.o. 052h9qH __ Apr 68,' )to .096 , : 
' . ,' ' , ·: . . ~. .._, ,. . ~ - ....... ____ .,.' ' ' 

,, .. ·.,, ,_,·,· 
, r; ,·· 
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During the enrl,y ·morning hours (0410H to 0500H) of 6 April, . 

<;ompany B, l:Jt Bn, ·12th C:w received two B-40 rocket a.nd 15 

60mm rnortt,r 'rounds "into th~ir positions southwest or LZ SlfAPPER. 

smail' arriLs anl artillery- were called in on the 81Wll!T location • 

. A search of th~ area, following the encol.U'lter, revealed 12 Ir/A 
. ' . . . ,· 

. killed. ·r Eight B-40. rocket rounds, two AK-~7 •s, one AK-50, four 
• • 1, ~. : • ' • \ ' 1 ! . ' • • . • . • 

gas masks, 12 tJ<:-1.i7 magazines and some miscellaneous documents 
. .. , ~ . . 

" .• • • ... I., 

were capturede Ho friendly casualties were sustained. LJ.ter in 
f, , / • .' t, \ I• 

the rno¢ng elements or the 1st Bn, i2th Cav conducting security 
. . .. ·, . ~· . . . ·. ·"', ' . ,. 

operai;ions . in the general area where the eneJl\V tank had been en-
- • • . • •• • • • . -~ " .•• '. ' ~ •j .... - • -

• gaged the previous day found 28 NVA bodies, 12 individual and one 
• : ' . r· . 

. . ~ ' 

crew-servad ueapon •. West or LZ SUAPPER, at 0800H, A Company, 8th 

. Cav found an additional HVA b<>dy and one AK:..tJ7, rifle. · 

';_ .. 

Within the 2d Ede •s AO, the 1st and 2d Bn, 5th Cav conducted locnl. 

' ; _operations ar~~~- ;LZ'.s Tnm~ an~ T~r. '· ~t :ll52H,· OanpaJV 'n•,'. lst 
• . . . 1·. . • , ' ' ., ' " . 

Bn, 5th Gav in the vicinity of T~:TOTHY, was hit with 70 rounds of' 
~ [ ' J., r ""_°•. I r-. • •·• ;.:,;'.. , ... • . 

. unknown size mortarao · Artillery was fired on the suspected enem;r 
". t : . . , -~ . ' 

positions _with unknown results. Fort;y-seven U.S. soldiel.'"s \-ler\9 

wounded by the en8!!l?' ·attack. 
I'\.', .S, . 

·The -~d Bl;)., 12th Gav moved no:rtheast from. LZ ·TD!OTHY to relieve the 
~-·, •,•.•, ',' ,•,:,. ,,: : .,._:.'' •• : i .: 

· .lat Bn:, 9th Marines on Hill 471. With the relief effected byl200R, · 
•• \ S, • < ..... ~r ;•,!• ,• •~'::.• .. :,•:•,::•:•,•• •:;:,~.!:·• •• ;i;',,::}1}}•:, .. _./ .~>-'"! .<•;•1• ,•••••••.:.:,• /,i,, ,••,.:::t f. 

· : the 1'arines·. initiated a clearing attack ,to., the. northwest. 
1 

J ,, I •, f , '. ; ;_· ·' :, ~! · • •,; ~ , : . , . , \ '•'' • < ;_ '• , • I ,.: , ' • , :•, ',• , 

. ~. ",.. : ·: -; .-·. 
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At J.400H d Company, 5th Bn, __ }th Gav air assaulted into .. ~e··hi,gh 

groi.•.nd :northeast or J{he 8anh Combat Dase in the _vicinity of 48Q 

XO~- Thirt7-tive minutes ~tar, Company B., o:r the same !'-, 

battalion, assaulted northeast of .Kho Sanh into. 48Q XD 860422• 

,,· 

l:aldng a sweep southusst ot ICSCB, C Corrpany, 2d Bn~ 7th C3'1' en-

gaged a s~iper at lJ46H~ resulting 'iii one UVA KIA. Continuing 

their oper.o.tions to within! three kilometers or the base, tho 
. . . 

company killed 14 ·or the enemy and captured 15 individual :weap-

ons, five crelT-served w11apons, six cas~s 'or 60nm mortar ·mmnu- 'f 
. r. ' ' ... ' ;f : 

nition, 100 rounds or 62m mortar o.mnrunition, cme -~otor· c7cle,· 

and 100 rocket., ot Russian manuf o.cture. 

Five kiloneters northwest of KSGB, O Cc:m-pany-., 2nd .Bn, 26th . 

· Hilrinc::: engaged a ca:ipany-size .force. 'lhe Marinos received 

heavy small arrtD:, automatic weapons, and artillery- tire. Fire 
' . 

ua, rettll,"ncd, oupported. b:y mortars . and nrtiller,-. 'contact which 

began around noon continued until 19JOH. The 'results' we~ tour 

· USMC lCIA., 1-t-7 wounded, and 48 NVA' killed. 

'. 

The initial relief or Khe Sanh and the link~up or forces oamo 

at l,350H, 6 1:.pril, when a company from the ARVN Airborne Task 

, . For.., '~~~d ~ tl)·b:~ and linko<l~up mu,, tho AllVII 3!th', 
Ranger Batte.lion. Sweeping outoide their perimeter,· in cc:· ' -·· 

. . .· . \ .. 
": ., \"::• •· ... :.,).J .:·•.;:··.1_; ,· f~; . .:.": J ··, .-:•\.· -. 1,·i~---'-i·::r~~- ~· t 11:t.: .~-. ·. i'• ·.' ..i 
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conjuction with tlm operations or the 26th Harine Regiment, the 

Rangor bntta1ion moved into an· nrea previous'.cy- ·hit with tactica1 

air and artillery- support. The Vietnmnese units round· 70 NVA 

. dead, four 60mm m~rtara, 16 AK.:47 1s, six SKS's, two UD 1s., one 

12. 7mm heavy machlllegun, . and one flare pistol. 

Artillel:'1 support at LZ SNAPPER was increased on 6 April over 

· t~e · one 105mm howitzer battery (Batteq A, 2d Bn, 19th !irtillecy) 

whicll wi:lS"air land ori the previo~ d~. Battery- B, 2d Bn, 19th 
'. 
Arty was 'airlifted into: SNAPPER nt J.lh.5H,. and .Batter,- B, l8t Bn 

Jbthiirti at·1745tt,, 

Resupply or. mate:dals amounted to 76 tons dropped from C-123 •s 
.. • • •. ' ,· :, : ,. ~! 1· • • '. ·_ • ' ,· • ' j •· ,, • :· •,•· 

and C-13_0 1s whi:Le helicopters landed an additional 1:1.2 tons • 

• i Two B-52 strikes delivered a total or )60 tans or explosives in 

... 'support of' the . Khe Sanh perimeter, 1-!hile 115 tactical a."'.r strikes 

'wore. flown in the ;·PEGASUS AO~ ... The Marine Corps riew 6.3, · the Air; 

t·,,··iorce new 48,· and the Navy 'fle1l4 sort~.es. ·· ···· · · 
·.•',' ,' . . · . 

.' ;, Weather in the Khe Silnh 'ar~a was ·m~girtnl'on 6 April with f'og 

· · : until lOOOH and thereafter clear. 62, . · , ·.·'< ·.'. '· 

62 
;. ' SIT aEP /HQ PCY, 'o6000U{ to o62400It Apr 68, No 028 

. .. DJTSUM, HQ ?GV, .o60001H to·o62400H Apr 68, Ho 27-66 
. ~- ··- .. - --~·· . 

SIT REP, HQ_ 1 ACD, o6000J.H to o62400H Apr 681 No 097 . 
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Enentr resistance in the :i..:nr.odio.te vioini t;r of Kho Sal'Ul C6l'?lbnt 

Base began to decrease on 7 April as elements of the 1 AGD; the 

26th Marine Regiment., with the lat Bn., 9th' Harines; and the 37th 

A.Wm naneer Battalion clenred to the south, east, and north. 

'dhilo the enemy initiated e.tt/lcks by :fire wero fewer, gro'Wld 

probes against friendly positions continued. 

One battalion of the ~orce bee:m air assault­

ing into LZ SNAKE (48Q ~, two kilometers southwe~t of . · 

Khe Sanh Base., at lJJ.hH. 'I'he initial landing o£ the battalion .. 

(minus one company which had air-~ed in Khe Sam the previous 

day) was unopposed. However, at 1435H heavy rnortar and artillory­

i'ires were received in the landing zone. The· battalion (minut3) ' 

olosed into LZ SNJIJQ-;; ·b;r 16,0H. 

At 13J5H 0anp8Jl1' B., 2d Bn, 7th Cav soutb of LZ THOU, in :the vicinity 

of 48Q XD 881400, found 24 _1WP. bodies believed to have been ki;l.led 

in the previous days fighting. Shor1;17 ai'~r finding the enenc" dead 

the CO!iq>3l'JY' observed and killed f'ive additional INA. lLess'-than'.~,000 

meters to the west D Compo.n;y, 2d Bn1 7th Cav1 .'.'£ollM?30 _BVA:·seldie~e., 

in uniform, in a mass grave. 

F and O Gompaniee, 2d Bn., 26th Jiarines, operating northwest of KSCB 

in the vicinity or l:,8Q XD 8114;;1 contacted·an osthnated ene11t1 can,paey-. ____ ,_ 
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in '1-1011 dug-in positions., The JflA employed small arms, automntic 

weapons supported by mortars. Tho l'arines · attacked with organic 

·weapons supported by mortars.· Conta·ct was broken b;r the Marines 

at 2030H. · Friend:cy- casualties were two KIA and ·21.wounded. 

EneJey" casualties were' unknO'lme · 

Artillery ground and air obseI'Vers were particular;y successful 

on ll plus Six in placing tire on. hostile elements. The1 were 

ere di tad w1 th 46 enemy killed. ' .'I•·' 

Weather in the PEGASIB area was clear following an early morning 
• .' ~ .1 . I ~• ' • 

haze and 242 tactical air strikes were flown in the operational 
r ,. • , 

E>.rea. lhe 7th Air Force topped tha lis~ with 108., while the 

navy ran a close.,·secforur with 91~·,·. The Marines· flew ·the rest.:: ... 

Only two B-52 strike:fhit'in the .. PEG,'I.SUS;·area as· us and '/\RVll ''', '. 

' ground troop wo~ked; on a]J; sid~s' or the: previi'.>~:cy surrounded' 

outpost. 

By 7 April, the engineers· working. on Route 9, had 'complete'.cy' re:.:.· · ·,: 

constructed over 8 Jd.1.0meters of the road and had replaced or• 

rebuilt .five of the nine· bridges to Khe ·~anhe 63., 1 .. ,, .- •': 

1 .. d : • .,; l • 

. 63 ,··.• .... !'j 
. :-
' , ' . S_IT ~., HQ '.Pcv, 070~0lH to 072400H Apr 68,, no 029 

. :· ,. t;' \ ::·: ... ,')·;(_~· '/.·: ... ,J. •• ~·:;. .. :: .. :•~·t•··· :;;'.,.,-, ·.\ '. 

· SPEO REP, HQ POV (TDC) r 070900H to 080900H Apr 68 
. . '.'·'.._ ' :. . ·1·-:.~ ·:·,:,...~:::~:.:,,:- .t/~·-_, ,,· . 

CDR 1$ DAILY SUH, HQ PCV., 071200H to' 181200H Apr 68 
. , : ., ~ " . , i . .'. . ·1 •• . •• I '. .. : __ , ·. ; ,. . , . 
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In the 2d Bde AO, the 1st Bn, · 5th Cav worked out of LZ TD~OTHY and 

LZ Tm ,n.th · the 2d Bn, 5th Cav conducting operations -in the vicin­

. i ty ot an old French fort at 4~ XO 858387 • The 2d Bn, 12th Cav, 

·situated. on Hill 471, sent two compar,.ies attacking to the south 

into the village o£ Kha Sanh (48Q XO 847382 ). 

Within the 1st Bde •s area of operation, the 1st Bn, 12th Cav con­

tinued operations southwest or Khe Sanh Combat Base, At lOOOH' 

Canp3ny- D, lst Bn, 12th 08" ·engaged' an unknown size enemy fprce :: 

at 48Q ID 829398.' The enemy- broke contact• at l0JOH. The ~~ 

sults o.l the actions: were fiv~ u.s:/KIA and: three eneJTl1' killed ' 

with five ueapO?lS 'captured~· 

Attacking to the wes.tL-Ot~ibe SJ.M, tthe lat BrJ,. 9th Hatines;.81!1~$1 

. HUJ__662 (48Q XD 80.3409) at 0730H with no opposition, Uorthwest -~ 
of KSCB Companies· F and G, 2nd Bn, 26th· Marines found 37 · 1,vA .. 

; killed from a contact the. night before at 20J0H, 

A total of 119 sorties of tactical air struck'. :ln s!lPJ)ort~ df · ,\he 
. . . . . : ~; . 

. area with ninety in the vicini tr of Kha Sanh., Air Force resupp3l' 
' ! : ' ,",'.. ' ' ,; ' '' 

.consisted ot two c.:..130 and four c-123 air drops.' Thirteen heli-

coptei"S ,-1~ 1·r.ith..,1cargo while two C-123 1s l&nded· with 45 paasengoro. 64 

_64·1·:.·"_ .. ,.:,,s-;,,: ·:;::; .,., ·,·· .. ~·.· 

SIT REP, HQ PCV, 080001H to 082400H Apr 68, No 0J0 ·· 

~PEG REP, HQ PCV (TOO), 080900H to 090900H Apr 68 
' . . . 

I!fl'SUH, HQ PCV, 080001H to 082400H Apr _68, lfo 29-68 
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. The 1st Bde on 9 ,"ipril cond.u~teli operations around LZ SHP.PPER 

with offensive maneuvers to the north northwe.:,t. Eight kilo­

meters south of J{he Danh Conbat Bo.se (u8Q ~J> 831326), r.o A, 1.st . 

Bn, 0th Gav received sniper fire at lOlWI, luetillery and, tac~-: 

ical air support were co.lied in on _the ene!!'()"'s positions. The 

results were one friendly and eight ene1!1Y' killed, 

At· the sane time, Company B, lat Bn, 12th Cav engagod two in­

dividuals attempting to avoid contact; reou1ts: two llVA KIA. 

A cache was discovered .in the area (48Q,XD 7853557) -conaistillg 

of: 300 Chic01n grenades, 50 B-40 rockets, one AX-47 rifle, one· 
. . , 

Ghicc:m 7,62mm rifle, one SKS rifle, and one Jr-60 machine~.~ 

l~oving nort.boast (48Q xn 83hJ84) they found 50 NVA killed by 
,' ·. . . . . . . ' .. 

either tactical air strikes or artillecy at 111.LH~ · . I' 

At 1855H _Compaey- c., 1st Bn, 12th Cav received 22 rounds of 

artillecy. Ccruntertire was placed en·:the:-suspe'Cttdf-'~ : 

location (48Q XO 770)20). EneJTtr losses ·uere unlmown while one 

US soldier 'W'as wounded, 

In operations four kilometers south of IWCB, Compaey D1 is.t ~, . 

12th_Cav found a large weapons and :.wnunition cache containing: 

15 AX-47•s, 29 SI0 1s, four 82mm. mortars (three with baseplate), 

one BlirJr.l. mortar with baseplate, one Browning Automatic. Rifle; · 

.,•.r' 

1~J&!lf..ih\J¥@ilWWWi!J1$WWW£2Zb$&AWAS& SUZI 
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one 82Imn launcher (B-10), two '.l5 cal. pistols, one M-60 machine­

eun, three B-40 rocket launchers, one PPS-uJ sub-:rnachinegun, five 

light m.2.5.h,iJle~a, \rour M•l6 1s, 9h3 rounds of 82mm. mortar f'Jl'llnuni­

tion, 153 B-40 rockets, 617 rounds of 6Qnon mortar ammunition, 

20000 ChioOl!l grenades, 501000 roimds of AK-47 ammunition, 500 
'. 

··pounds_ or TNT, and 25 pounds or medica1 supplies. 
,· ' . 

The lst Bn, 5th Gav continued to secure .LZ TOM and TilfOTHY with­

in the 2d Bde •s area ot operation. South of Khe Sanh the ·.2d Bn, 

5th CaT ~and the 2d Bn, 12th Cav conducted offensive operations. 
' ' 

Compro,;r D, 2d Bn, 5th Cav uncovered a grave containing 35 ffA 

bodies at 090.5H in the vicinity or· 48Q XO 855315. Moving r~·ther 

to the south, they found an ammunition cache at.lJJOH. The cache 
. . '. \" '. ', 

· contained 141 rounds ot 82mm mortar ammunition., 413 round~ 0£ 60mm 

mortar ammunition and one individual weapon. 
l I • ! . ,; : • ,,~, . 

At' 1100H Company- A, 2d "Bn, 12th Cav located a cache (48Q XD 858 

394) consisting of': 34 Chican grenades., 22-: B-40;rockets, seven 

Soviet rifle grenades, six Chicom anti-personnel mines, .five 

Chicorn rifle grenades, 13. 60mm ~ort~·~ounds, 700 light machine-. 

gun rounds, 150 AK-h7 rounds, JO pounds or_.Chicom explosives, one 

SK3 rifle, and 16 Chicom gas masks • 

. Ano_t.her cache was .found at 161511, in the vicinity of 48Q XD 849 

315, ~ A CompaJV, 2d Bn, ,Stb. Gav. Inclwed in the find were six 
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mm•s, five AK-47 1s, ·two light machinegium, •. one M-2 carbine, 

one .45 cal. sul:ln.acbine gun,1 (grease gun) and one 12-gauge 1:1hot-

In the Jd llie area, the 2d and 5th Bns, 7th Cav conducted otfen­

s:iJrelc,perntions in the area around the Khe Sanh base, while the 
. ' 

1st Bn, 7th Gav continued to secure LZ nra and LZ THOR. 'lhe 

Oonmand po~t ot the 5th Bn, 7th Cav was airlifted into the combat 

base proper. · 

'lhe 26th l!arim Regt .. couinued to initiate attacks to the north-

1-1est of Khe Sa.nh in an effort to secure the base. .An element of . . , ' ' 

K Company-, 1st Bn, 26th Harines fotlJld eight UVA bodies in a shal• · 

law grave at llOOH (489 XO 779445). To the south ot that locat­

tion, the ,3d Bn, 26th U.arines received automatic weapons and 120 

mm mortar i'ire at lll5H. Artiller.r returned fire on the sus-

podted enellG" posit:i.ons. 'lhe results were one Marine ld.lled and 

13 wounded. Enenzy- losses were lllld_etemined. l 
.. 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Bn, 9th Marines, re-

ceived 18 rounds or 82mm mortar .fire at 0720H. Artiller., sup­

ported the Marines. FriendlJ' casualti~s -were two KIA and four' 

wounded. 

-: .. '('" . -~ ' ,, •.: 

•. ~, 1 ' 
. 1,. (.',• 
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In oporati0ll3 northwest of_ LZ STUD, B Company-, 1st Bn,· l.st 

· Enrinen at 1047H attempted an airlift into nn LZ at 48q XD 

995,12. The landing had to be aborted because or inteooive 

ground £ire. Heavy preparatory fires proceeded the second 

·assault and the unit success£~ landed.at 1215. 

The Jd AffVU ABH TF continuod dffe:n.sive··ppe-rations,out~o,f.I;Z 

SHAKE on 9 April. An element of the 6th ABU Dn received a 

•grenade into their defensive position in the early morning 
' ' . . 

hours. At o600H, the AR.VU unit maneuvered against the en-• . 
. em;r force, .five kilometers south of KSCB., and succeeded in 

. capturing anNVA. officer. 1J1 unknown size enerrw force at-

tacked the 8th ABH Bn at 0800It near LZ SNAKE. ·The enemy 

employed smll arms and automatic weapons fire. Contact 

··was brolren .at 0815H with •eight enemy killed and five in-: .- ,: 

dividual mid one crew-served weapon captured •. · llie 3d .ABli. 

Bn (h13Q XD 795393) at 1208H crune under artillery attack with 

· · enemy lossos unknown •. A'(; 1555H, the same unit, received • 

mortar and·small arm:, fire appro.x:lmately one Jd.lcimeter south­

east of the previotiS encollllter. Counter-:rnortar fire waa re- ,_. 

• turned, again with unkn01m enezv losses •. Ten additional ARVlJ 

soldierE.J. were wounded.• Battery c,. lst ~, ,30th Artillc17 was 

-·. airli!'t into LZ SN.JUm from LZ STlID, during the_ day to support 

~----~~ 
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'ihree C-123 1a landed at Ifue Sanh along with n:'ne heli~opters to 

deliver 19 tons or e~uipment. There 0were no,nir drops on 9 April 

bec:,usl" -the airstrip uns opsn' to all types of aircraft. 

,ne hundred five ~orties were flolm in support of the area ,-;it.h 

69 strikos in the immedi,:1,te vicinity 0£ the combat base. Thora 

were no B-52 ·strikes· flown in· support of· Operation PEG.t.Sill .6? .· 

65 
:;IT H:Gf', HQ, PGV, 090001H to 092400H Apr 68, No 031 

DIT:;un, HQ PCV, 090001H to 092400H Apr 68, No .30-68 
• ,, • '•':: ',1 ~- .... ' •• • • ' 

------ . : ' 

Oporntion PEGA5IB contiriued on~ with supporting fires 

acco-i.mMrm · .for the· mnjority of enemy casualties inflicted •. , The'. 
,,,. . . 

reconnaissance ·element of the 1 :.co, the lst Bn, 9th Ce.v was · , 

extremely active.· At 09h.5H 'an element of Company A, 1st Bri,' 9th. 

Gav killed one UVA· i,' the ''lticini ty of 48Q XO 793.363. ·At· tho · ·. · 

s3l'!le titi1e an· aircr:1.ft fron the ·s:'.l.1118 unit observed ·a FT-76 tank 

loc.-:ted in a -su.spectod enemt a1sembly-area. Tactical :dr strtkes 

-were c:illed on -· the ane~ tnn.'c. Y 'lbe PT-76 11as destroyed and 15 

:ii7:,. w1:n\'i, killeD:.' The ca.tnoti.fl\:1gcid '.tcmk 1fas .located near· 48Q XD · 
' .' ' ' • • \ • • > ·• I ' 

··r •. • .,1:,, 
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Later in the day another aircraft frOlll Compa.ey A observed what 

the pilot esti.Jll.atcd to be_ one hundred INA in the vicinity of h8q 

XO 7h6J68. · .Artillery was called on the target with JO lf{A killed 

by artillery fires• Four secondary explosions were also observed • 

. At 1615H in tho vicinity of 48Q XO 193365, A CmpaJlY engaged an 
. . ' 

ad.di tional-15 individuals uho attempted to evade contact. Results 
I. 

'or the action were three 1WA KIA. 

· A cache o! weapons ·was ·tound by Com~ A• 2d · Batt.all.on,, .5th Cay · 

at 1205H •. '!he cache, located at h8Q XD 854366, contained ono 12. 7 

Jlllil anti-aircraft t-10apon, one light machinegun,· .. one B-hO rocket 

launcher., 50 SKS rifles, three JI.K-47 rifles., one }I-2 carbine, and 

two flare pistols. Company c, of the srune battalion had discovered 

six HVA killed at llJOH (l.i,8q XD 849.h22 ). At the same location where 

tho weapons cache uas found by. Co J., 2nd Bn, 5th Cav, the unit also 

.found: 12 rounds of 82m :mortar ammunition, two rounds of 60mm 

morto.r al!lI'lllll'li tion, 900 rounds of .50 cal. ammunition, Jl5 pounds 

or TH'l', one Chicom radio receiver, So cana of powdered mill,, JO 
-· :. .. 

. cans or tea., two lanterns, 112 mess kits, 2 US maps, o:ne ice chest, 
... 

200 pounds of canned food, 600 pounds 0£ sugar, h5 liVA packs and 25 

pounds of medical supplies. 

The 2d Bn, 26th lhrinas, locnted on Hill .861 .(48Q XD 8~), re­

ceived three rounds of 82mm mortar fire. ·· The sporadic firing re-, 

sulted in the wounding of one )7arine a.t 1620H. · 

DECLASSIFIED 



·,. __ _ 

DECLASSIFIED 

At OJ50H on the morning or . 8 April, nn elElfflent o.f the .'.\TI.Vil Air- · .. 

borne Task Force came under <:t growid attack near the Jd ARVli Abn 

Bn r.ommand-Poot (48Q XD 812372). The element again received sr.iall 

arms wi'bll rrJ.xed mortar ,fire at 0hlOII •. The enemy withdrew .,.t 0715. 

A aweop or the area revealed 74 enemy KIA with two detainees and 

39 weapons. captured. ARVH casualties were 11 KIA and 30 WIA. 
• •, I' 

The 1st co, .Jd ARVlf Alm Bn, engaged an est:imated enemy squad ~t,. 

l600H. 'Ibo squad was protecting :m artillery rorw~ observer 

· party in tho vicinity or 48Q XD 889388. At 1735H contact was 

terminated with one trien~ KIA, one enemy KIA, three individual 

weupons and one radio . captured from the ene:rv • 
' • . .t 1 

All elements of the Jd. ARV?l Abn TF, which consisted or the '3d 

(minus 1st Co)., 6th and 8th Abn Bns, clo~ed at IBcSNABB seven 

kiltrneters west Of: Khe. Sdnb. Base.· ·'lhe·.task torce began offeuive 
'. . . . ' ., ,. . 

operations to thFJ west along Route 9. • , 

Completing the 3d Bde, l ACD 1S link-up with the Combat Base, C 

Co, 2d Bn, 7th Gav closed at Kha Sanh at l0OOH, followed by 

the 3d Bde headquarters,at 1015H. The ls~ _a'ld $th Bns, 7th Cav 

continued to secure the area around LZ um, LZ CATES, and LZ 

'l'II<J.ll,. Corr,p:mios B and C, or the ,5th Bn., 7th Cav had received 

small arms £ire and nine. rockets' int~ theti-., perintete~ '(48Q XI>' 

85142.5) earlie; 'that 'morning.' ; _, ''' ·-.- ,',. ," ')' 'i ,· ,,' 

\ .. , .i" ··.~··:·; • . ,l-: ~r!·: . ;\• / 
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60 
HSG,, lfQ III lL'I.F, dtg 060252 

A, B, and D Companies· or tho 9th.1'arines held off the enetrl1' 

force. Contact continued throughout th• day as the enemy · 

employed sm.:-u.i 31'tllB; automatic weapons,· :B-40 rocket and mortar 

f'iro against the friendly" positions •. Tactical air, artillery ·. 

and mortar fire nUpported the Harines. l'he battalion lost OM 

man ldlled and 19 wounded while aocouting for 122 UVA killed and 
' ' . 

five priaoners •. Tho prisonera revealed that the Uarines hn.d 

success.fully throl-m bf],ck the 1th Bn., 66th Reg:i.!ll8nt, 394th NVA 

Division. _The. ehem, alao lost 1.3 Light machine guns., 29 AK-47 
\ . . .- ' 
' ' 

•'.f 

rifles., two sKS rifles, one B-40 rocket launcher, one AK-50 rifle, 
' , 

. one 6Qiim mortar and miscellaneous grenades:, equipment, 8Jld food 

sturr. 

The J.s.t Bde, 1 ACD began moving to LZ STUD where they 1-iere to 
~ . . 

stage in preparation or an air assault into their assigned AO. 
. -·· ,•. 

By 1330n tho first assault elements or the Bde landed in LZ 
~ 

sm1Prr,i (48Q XO 845344 ), · ireeting· no resis~ce on the LZ, the 
. -~ ',· 

Bdc ~ ·1es:J' the · 2d Bn., · 8th· C:av closed b7 1515H • 

.. i' 

·contact was made:tate to heavy throughout the operational area a.11 
... ,•. ·.•? ,··,· '·:_;··_·-,,·:·, \•'··:''I; ',• ~·_: ,_:·--. ··•·:··.'•:,:. ,J~1 ~~:/.;. ··:-·,:·.~: ... :.· .·.·'r 

;; . :.- :~. 

jl . ' 
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concentn.ted on clcsrine tho area a:rou...."ld ~ou-co 9, G Cc:,T[)ar.y; 20. 

around tho lm1.d:l11g z01100 Companies A 2.r.d C 01:.~agcd c1.:.1 o-:.o;rg 

force of unlmom1 s:Lz0 :L-,, ti.'10 v:i.cir..ity of ~.GJ XD 883399.:, ;:,'.;; 

or..e Chic01n Claymore mine j and a.n assor'i:,:-fl;';)l'fi::. of ar:1111ui.1.i·~iffi1 cap• 

LZ TDiOTIIT nt 15101 and Battery Bll b'(I Bn, Tith Artillo17 il1'uo 

LZ Trn'l n t 1600H,, 

Six B-52 strikos were i'lo~m :l.11 support; of t.ho Kho Sc.:-.n u:.·oc, 

lravy sorties., Si..s,;:ty-tuo of th.e strikes· wore in the immcli,:::oo 
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over 14 kilometers or road, repaired or replaced 9 bridges and 

constructed 17 by-pusses. In addition numerous·sections of the 

road had to be cleared or landslid.es and craters. 

Although anent, initiated attacks by· fire increased, contact3 

consisted pr:i.mariq or ·small unit actions as the i ACD olemants 

began to wi. thdraw . from the PEGASUS AO' in. preparation for Operation 

. DELAWAJ.11~. The 1st Bde leas the 1st Bn, 12th Cav airlifted into 

· · an area south of .. Quang Tri. City, and the 37th ARVH Ranger Bn moved 
,. . . ' . . . . ' ' . . 

to Da Nang. The ueather deteriorated to rain in the a.ftern!l>on to 

slow. the extraction of the 1 ACD units. 
•.• . . ' . 

. . Beginning late' in the morning:ot 11 .i1.pri1~ A, B, ·and C Companies, 

1st Bn, 12th Cav began moving toward the site of the Lang Vei 

Special Forces Camp (48Q XD 78.3.358 ). The camp had boen over.-run 

by !NA Forces on the night or 6-7 February. At_ 1437H Companies 
: . . ... ·,; ' •. . . . 

A and C received 14 ro'Ullds of undetermined size artillery in the 
; ; 

vicinity or 48Q XD 785360. N3 dusk approached (1800H), B Go:npm:,y, 

· 1st Bn, 12th Cav made contact with an estimated 30 individuals. 

L.rtilleey and to.ctical.air were called in on the enemy's bunkers 

and fighting· poni tions·. Two cavalrymen were wounded while -the 

enemy lo~t 27 killed. ·J!:quipmeri,t captured by the cOlilpa.n,y was pri-

... marily U.3 • equipmertt'··which U1e eriemy. apparently had seized ,,-hen 

the· 1:mg· Vei c~np ~t&.S. taken •. ;, Included were{ eight carbines, one 
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Jr-1 rii'le., one J.5 in. rock.et launcher., one light machinegun, . , 
. . . . ' .. 

two .57mm recoilless riflAs,. and one Bl.mm bipoc!.. 

.M element of .A Compan;y, ls t Bn, 9th Gav, ope:r;,a ting in the nrea . · 

on 7 /i,pril (48Q XO 7813.55) had destroyed four .50 cal. l'!lach~e 

guna, eight .30 cal. machine guns, two lo6:mm I'.ecoilless rif'le:J, 
. . . . ~ ' . 

two J.5 in •. r9ck~t launchers, ten 82nm1 mortars., and f'i',:e 4.2 in. . . . . .. . . ,. : . 
. mortars •. : · · ., 

No aeri~: resuppg ~ .~:·~anh C9II1bat Base was ~~.:on Jl'_.(\.pril~,' ,, 

The levels of supply in the base ·remained at a i!ati'sfactory- level 

even though some 1 ACD tmits. were·· drawin1ton these stocks/' J\nc:l' ·the 

F5A/'1'33 at ,Ca Lu remained the primary' logistical inst13:llati_on. iJ? 
support of P-illJ~sus ...• 67 .. ·.. . ,. ~ ....... , ...... ·. ·' ....... · 

. 'I ,l , . ·• ', .' ' • , ., : ; ~ t \? .. :·. 

67 
GDII'S J!~ILY GUH, HQ. PCV', lll200H \o ·12:t200H Apr '~8 .. . i'. 

· :-;a~c REP., HQ PCV, 1n09ocni :to 120900H Apr 68 

'1'.00,' IIQ f ACD, dtg :i.ilh2,z Apr 68 .. 
., .r· 

Continuing t.he operation in. the v,icinity of. the L.,ng 'fei Special 
. . :~ 

Forces Gronp on 12 April,. B Company., lBt. Bn., 12th Cav, 1loc,"lted 
• • ' • • • • • • ' •➔ ,. • • • ,. 

· approximately one ,kilaneter east or the camp, received an ar:1:,illecy 
,,. . . . . . ,. . ., ... . . . :_ :, . ' .· . ·. ,·;_. 

attack at llJOHa . Two u.s •. caval.17nten :were wounded. Cond1.?-cting n 
' f ' • • • • .l •, • . '_, ; ' ' .j • •, 1 ' • •. • < • ~• ,' ' 
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search or the area, the company., at 1525H., found 13 l'lVA bodies 

in the· southwest portion or the camp. Ten or the enemy had been 

killed by small ru:,ns., and three by- artillery · as tJ.1e battalion 

fought to secure tho base. In the same area., and in the vicinity 

of the 1st Bn, 9th Gav's engagement or 7 April, B Company found 

oeven rn.achineguns. , two M-1 carbines., four ll.K-47 •s·., two H-79 

grenade lawicher, one M-16 rifle., one BAR,· one M-1 rifle, one 

81mm mortnr base plate, and the two l06nmt re~oilless rines de­

stroy-ad in the· ear~ier action • 

. Company C, 1st Bn., 5th Gav encountered small arms fire from an 

estimated platoon-size force while being airlifted into on LZ 

(4Bq XO 828321) at· lhlOH. · With artillery supporting,· fire. was. 

returned which resulted in 18 UVA killed and no _u.s. casualties. 

_seven AK-50 machineguns,, two u.s. gas masks, three M-16 magazines, 
. ' ... 

five CM.com grenades., and assorted web equipment and medical sup-
• • • I , 

p~ies were captured from the enemy element. At 16JOH., Companies B 

and C, 1st Hn, 5th Cav obsel"Ved approximate~ 18 roums of artillery 

outside their perimeter. There were no casual.ties. 

Hear the villaee or I<he Sanh (48Q XD 845J8o), Compa.ey- A, 2d Bn., 5th 

'Cav found one AK-47, one SKS, one 'carbine,· tw~ radio antenna (RC-292 ), . 
. •I' .. 

one u.s. telephone (TA--1)., one rectifier., one case of flares, two 

radios (AH/PilC-10), ono ra~;~· (AU/GRC-9), ij' 6C. roun:ls., 17 hand 
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flares, 20 carbines, 17 H-79 rounds, 20 u.;:;. gas rt',sl:s, 5000 

rounds .45 cal. ammunition, 20,000 ,r'>mds .30 cal, ,'lll1.'l:tll1ition, 

2000 rounds carbine runmunition, 4 ,trailers, 2 ,ono-qua:.·tor ton _ 

trucks, ono GEC tr11clc, 01 iri , d v~lian type bus, three bicycles, . 

and one motor scooter. At 1518H, they- located eight partially. 

destroyed bunkers containing six ro~, or 82mm _mortar amr.runi-
. 'i;ion md one AK-47 -r.1.n~ . . ._, . 

Uorthwest ot KSCB, C~mp3;1V L, )d Bn, 26th }tarines operD.ting be­

tween Hill 881 South (48~ XD 77h3) 'and Hill 881 north (u8Q 77!.i5) 

discovered a bunkAr and trench complex at 07l5H. The M/ll'ineG 

received an midetermi.l)ed number of 120mm mort:u- rolmd.s ·as ,they 

were mOV'ing into the aba..'1doned enen\V pooitiona_. Five u.s. were 

wounded.· I 
t · •• 

The Battalion Gamnand Post .. operating from Hill ·aa1-s was hit be­

tween ioOOH and l$J0H with. 152 rounds or° 120mm mortar !'ire ~ 35 

rounds of 82mm mortar fire •. Fire was returned on enemy position 

on Hill 881-H with -~m enemy' '~asualties.· Twenty:..eight l!arines 

were wounded in the attack by fire., 

At 0905H, the 2d Bn, 26th Marines operating approximate~ three 
'· 

kilan.ters ea:st 0£ Hills 681 H and 881 S received ~o' rounds or" 

mortar f'iree 
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Company B, lst Bn, 9th Marines, at 1200H f.ound 27 bunkers con­

taining 50 pounds of. rice, 400 rounds of /IJ{-47 amr.nmition, 13 

Chicom grenades., two 60mm :rnorto.r rounds., eight bamboo bangalor 

torped"8s., and assortP.d i tem.s of uni.forms and equipment (48Q 

XD 81,400). Canpany A, in the •vicinity o.f 48Q XD 787405, at 

1500H,· recoived 1h ro\lllds of 60mm mortar :tire. · A.rtiller;r and 

mortar returned fire. Ten u.s.· were wounded with three MVA ,: , , 

killed. Five AIC-47 1s were captured 'While 97 rounds of 82timt 

mortar·and 47,Chicom grenades were found and destroyed. ' 

'. 
At llli5H., the Jd Bn, Jd ARVH Abn 'I'F exchanged fire with an 

undetermined size enemy force. The action which occurred in 

tho vicinity- of 48Q XD 793390., resulted in fou~- ARVU wounded 

and five IfVA killed. The airborne unit also captured one 60mm 

mortar. At 12J0H, the 8th Ahn Bn, • received three ro\lllds or 130 

nnn artillery' in the vicinity of LZ SU.AKE. · Fire was not return­

ed since the location of the enomy artille17 position could not ·:. 

be determined• .'· ()lo Ai.1VN soldier was killed · and four were wound-

, I . 

Visibility- of 10 miles was reported by Forward Air Controller::i. 

·' aa ·-two B..;52' strikes· and ·41 ta.ctical'•ait- sorti.es were flown in·!. , 
, . . ·. 68 .r . . ·, 

support of.• the operation. ·.''' /· ... .t· ,,~'. 

! f· , . ' 
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68 . . 
SIT n.'~f', HQ 1 ACD, 120001H to 122liOOH Apr 68., no 103 .. 
S~C R;,;.i.,, HQ FGV,. 120900H to 130900}{ Apr 68 

Light res_i:::tance wos oncountered on April 13 throughout the, 

PEGASUS area·as the l·ACD. continued its redeployment of forces 

into the Quang Tr1/C.'.lJ1lp E'varw,,,complex0 . Two sorties or C-130 . 

aircraft, seven sorties or c-123., and 31 sorties by CH-47 heli- ; 

copter .lifted personnel and equipment to th8 vicinity of Camp . 

Evans. The 1st Bde, less the 1st Bn, 12th C:av and elements of 
.. 

the 3d Bde completed their moves out of the PEGASUS AO, as 

marginal weathel' continued to delay- the movement schedule. The 

1st Bn, 12th Gav came under 0FGON 0£ the. 2d Bde I l ACDo 

At ll;OH the Jd ArlVN Abni Task Force in the vicinity of 48Q :m .,._ , 

787384, received seven rounds of 82mm. mortar .fire and returne_d , : '. ·' 

· 1'ire with artillery on the suspected enenzy- positiono .. Five . 

minutes later, . the 6th Bn, 3d ,'.RVN Alm: 1'F recei:yed two rounds,· 

of 82Jm'Jl mortar about 1.50 meters to the northeast. Four NtVU 

paratroopers were wounded in the two attacks by £ire. 
·• ' 

During the period 11,52 .to 1425, A and B Companies, lst Bn, l?.th ;;· 

Cav moved in and occupied the site of the Lang :Ve.i ~pecial ··F9~ces 

Cronp. '.!:he cav troops had gone quickly' through :t,he · camp at dusk . 

C,. 
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Two B-52 airstrikes hit enemy positions in the vicinity- ot Lang 

Vei (48:~ X:D 794363 )e Tactic.u air provided 09 sorties in support 

or the operation., 'While 177. artillery firo m.iasiona were delivered 

with 2,932 rounds.expendede 

The enemy continued to pull away .from the Khe Sanh nreao U.S. 

JuYrr:t, u.s. l:arines, and AHVU forces lrere operating in and all 
. -

around tho combat base with the Jd Bde, 1 A~ being responsible· 

. for the immediate securit1 ot the base itseJ.:r. • ·. 

Artillery elements in support of the l AGD began to malce their ex­

tractiOD from the area of operation as units ot the 1st and Jd Bdes 
' ' , ' ., . . . ' . 66 

began md\'ine into the Quang Tri area. 

66 

··:. 

' IT it::::>, HQ rev, 100001H to 102hOOII Apr 66, No 032 

r;muir, HQ FCV, 100001H to 102400H Apr 68, lio 31-66 

Route 9 into rni.e Sanh COlllbat Base was officially opened J\12._rU ll 
= .. ---._. 

as a. :ao.ss ~O Hood at l6oon. General \i'estmoreland and LTG ,Rosson 

expressed their co~ratulations to the 11th Engr Bn, FHF, and the 

8th '.mgr Dn, l ACD tor their initiative., drive, and outstanding 

display of. engineoring skill~. General Westmoreland described the 

· tllSk as 11herculoan11 • · In ll dqs ·the· enaineers .. had reconstructed 
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.••. 

on 11 .'lpril and rnoveci some 1000 meters to the east to the loca.~ 

tion of an older camp which had been abandoned when the newer 

camp was constructed. The two companies found a weapons and 

amri1unition cncho consisting .or: 21 .Jo cal. machin~guns,,su: · 
' " 

DAR•s, one .50 cal. machine gun, one Soviet nachinegun;·. one' 

HPD light rnachinegun, eight carbines, one M-16 rifle, two AlC-

47 •s, six u.s. H-1 carbines., one unidentified sub-uw.ch.uJ:e:g'Ql'ij; 
I 

four 81mm. mortar tubes, ttiree 57mm recoilless rifles., ·two B-40 

rocket launcher, two M-79 grenade launchers, various mortar and.: 

machinegun: b8.se plates, tripods 'and bipods, 5000 rounds of 81 · : 

:mm mortnr~ 2700 rounds . of • 50 Cale aIIUllUlli tion, · 1000 rounds 0£ ; · 

57r.n11 recoilless rifle annnunition, 50 rounds or' 106mm recoilless . 

rifle, 300 rounds' of 1.i.2 in. mortar, 400 M-79 grenades, 1000 

rounds of ·.45 cill. ammunition, 10000 rounds of carbine aromuni­

tion, 75000 • .3o·ca1. rounds, 25000 rounds toz: M-lri.f'le, 200 

fragmentation grenades, 56 white:phosphorous·grenades,and 70 

.smoke grenades. Also fo~ were arie .· radio receiver, and ll 
'I -~ ~;1 • '_ 

)r/A bodies. 

·, Uo B-52 strikes were i'lovm in support of the area and tactical. 

air sor-tios were _limited to ·57 USMC :flight$_;as.we~ther general~~ 

ly hcllTlperod support operations. 

The l ACD CP ~..nd elements of the 3d Bde began their· extr.1ction 

' . 
' . 
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from the P-BGNiU,S operational area, in Jlropax:ation for Operatj,on 

69 
;,IT lLF, HQ ·1 ACD, lJ0OOlH to 132hOOH Apr 68, :Ho 104 

DiTSUM, .,H~ Il/.:V, lJOOOJ.H to 132400H ,Apr 68., No J4-68 : .. . 

SPEC .RBP' ~Q 'PCV~ .J.J.0900H to i409oolt Apr '68 '. ! ·, : . 

On the morning of 14 April,between 02li.O and 0255 hours, the 1st 

Bn, 5th Gav received eight unlmown-siz~d rockets, ten to fifteen 

mort.:.r rot'.Ilds,"~atchel charges,. sr.1al.1 arms and aut0r1aM'.c Heapons . . '," . . 

fire southeast or IOle Sanh • (48Q ?{D 828321 ). , .There 1:ore six cav_-

. alr;ymcn killed and nine wounded• • Artillery f'iro Wls . cr..lled in on 

the enol1\Y 1::: position,, At .. 0410H the 1st Bn recei,v~d seven more;;, 

rounds of :mortar; there wero no casualtieso. As a result 0£ the . 

artillery. support ·one HV/1. was l:illed. : 

Tho Kha Sanh airfield (48Q XD 6h42) was;.hit with thirteen' •:rounds 

' 
of unknown-sbed artille:cy and two 122mm rockets at 1200Hc Uo 

casualties were sustilnec\0 . Artillery: support was .ca~d in on ~e . 

suspected enemy•s· position (48Q XD 7244)0 At 19.00H :Ule airfield . 

received one round· of· 82mm mortar •. . r>>i :i<::,,,,~,:, / 

•• , .. 1 ••• 

. '. 
: '• 
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. RespOIJSibility for Khe Sanh passed from the 3rd Bde, 1st AGD to 

the 2d Bcte at J.lioo. Companies. A and C, 1st Bn, 5th Cav ·were· air­

lifted into Kha' Sanh~ ; LZ SNAPPER and LZ TOM were secured by D 

and C Companies respectively •. 

•' 

In the 2d Bn, 5th Cav, Company A conducted offensive operations 

near Hill· 471 while: B Company c~ntinuad security'operations a- . 

rbwid l:he' Sanh. Company C was '~rlirte~l into I<he Sanh leaving 
' ' ' 

D Company to secure LZ TDIOTHY. 

The 26th Y,arines conducted operations north and northwest or Kha 
I , 

Sanh, At 0800H the .3d Bn (Companies I, K, L, and 117) assaulted 

Hill 081 U .from Hill 881 s. Ifi th artillery and tactical air 

support, the Marines encountered an est:i.Jna.ted llV/1 battalion, 

At Jli.28H the Marines seized Hill 881 U killing 106 lJVA and cap­

turing two de'taine;, Seven c~w-served ancl 59 individual wonpons 

were captured. The J.!arines ·suffered aix killed · and 14 woundod, 

In offensive operations northwest or Khe Ganh (48Q XO 80.3443), 

the 2nd Bn,. 2·6th itlrirtes received orio round of. sniper tire at 

· :.0920H,· They re·t~d· fira uith negative re~ulta/ · At 1255H the 

'.Marines found one AK-47} one' gas :maslt; t1ro' packs, three helments, 

··thr~e :entrenching tools, ~o cantc:ens .ruid other 'assorted equipment~ 

'·:·t. i. 1
, .,. 

The Command Post of' the 2d Bn, ,3d Marine Regiment received twelve 
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''; . 

rounds of 81mm mortar at 1500H in the. vicinity of 48~. XD 894h0h. 
. . . . . .., '· '. 

81mm mortar fire w~s returned with neg~tive rcsults 0 There were 
: I ' ' 

no Harine casu.::ilties 0 

At l5J0 Company F fotmd between twenty-f_ive and thirty bunkers. 
. : ' . < 

· and fighting holes (4RQ XD 865uOO ). In addition the }Jarines . 

found one_;·TNT bangalore torpedo, three B-40 rockets., three Chicom 

grenade s, v two rolla. of. id.r~, ~: 20-. electric.al.:; .cp.ps with cord~, t.two 

, 82mm mortar rounds:, '.nine .J;\,poundr. blbclcs.,:.ot:TNT, four boxes oft.'" 

time fuses, seven boxes\jfblasting·'cap~~:and.otherassorted·ar-• 
ticlea.·70 .-,.,. " .. •, .. , ,,.· _,:,·, J: -i-; ,,, . . "--· .. 

70 
'•,', ·, .... ,· •' ·~ ', ~. ' . . . ,.,;_ ',, 

::IT JIBF, HQ 1 ACD, 11.iOOOlH to 142400H Apr_ 6B, _Uo 105 -.. 
, ' • ,.,, •• •••• • •• j • 

INT;;U}r, HQ 1 AC)., 140001H to 142400H ,Apr 66,. No 105 
•• , •,- • 'l ' .:.;, ' ·• 

-INTSUM, HQ PGV ,. J.4000lH to J.42!iOOH Apr 68, , No 35~~ , .. . 
,,, .• '.[' :. • • • • •' ' .,J .:. ', ' ,_I ',, 

Provisional Corps Vietnam tenninated Operation PEGASUS on 15 April 

at 0800H8 The operation had successfully opened Route 9 .fran Ca Lu· 
• . , . , ' I ' I 

to Kho Sanh and routed the. enemy .from their strongholds around the 
. ' '. ,, . 

Comba~ Base. , .Task Force Glick _or ,the. Jd J!,arine Division, vi.th the 
'I \ · .. , ' ' • ' ' ' 

2d Ede (minus), l AG~ under its 0PC0N,_ ass'Ul11ed responsibilit;r tor : 
- : . ..• \ ¥• .'', • ' .._ I ' ~ ' 

tactical operations in the Khe Sallh area. Operation SCOTLAND II 
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· was launched by the )d Har Div at 0801H, l.5 April. 71 · 

71 
M:lG1 HQ POV, dtg 1707JlZ Apr 68, Subject: PEOASID/SCOTLAND 
II \U) . . 

The 1st Cav Div (Airmobile), the 101st Abn Div, and the Jd ARVU 

TF were already preparing to launch _Operation DELAWARE. · 

.·.• ' - ' 
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION to 

TWENTY-SIXTH MARINES (REINFORCED), 
THIRD MARINE DIVISION (REINFORCED) 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

For extraordinary heroism in ction against North Vietnamese 
Army forces during the battle for Khe Sanh in the Republic of 
Vietnam from 20 January to 1 Apri 1968. Throughout this period, 
the 2~th Marines (Reinforced) was assigned the mission of holding 
the vital Khe Sanh Combat Base an positions on Hills 881, 861-A, 
558 and 950, which dominated stratiegic enemy approach routes into 
North~rn I Corps. The 26th Marinds was opposed by numerically 
superior forces - two North Vietn~mese Army divisions, strongly 
reinforced with artillery, tank, anti-aircraft artillery and 
rocket units. The enemy, deployed to take advantage of short ' 
lines of communications, rugged moµntainous terrain, jungle, ad ) 
adverse weather conditions, was determined to destroy the Khe "" 
Sanh Combat Base in conjunction wi~h large scale offensive opera 
tions in the two northern province of the Republic of Vietnam. 
The 26th Marines, occupying a smal but critical area, was daily 
subjected to hundreds of rounds off intensive artillery, mortar 
and rocket fire. In addition, fie ce ground attacks were con-
ducted by the enemy in an effort t penetrate the friendly posi­
tions. Despite overwhelming odds, the 26th Marines remained 
resolute and determined, maintaining the integrity of its posi-
tions and inflicting heavy losses tn the enemy. When monsoon 
weather greatly reduced air supp.or and com~ounded the pr~blems 
of aerial resupply, the men of the 26th Marines stood defiantly 
firm, sustained by their own profe sional esprit and high sense 
of duty. Through the.ir indomitablE¥ will, staunch endurance, and 
resolute courage, the 26th Marines\and supporting units held the / 
Khe Sanh Combat Base. The actions of the 26th Marines contributed 
substantially to the failure of th4 Viet Cong and North Vietnamese 
Army winter/spring offensive. The enemy forces were denied the 
military and psychological victory they so desperately sought. By 
their gallant fighting spirit and heir countless individual acts 
of heroism, the men of the 26th Maines (Reinforced) established 
a record of illustrious courage an determination in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the Marie Corps and the United States 
Naval Service. 
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting 
the NAVY CROSS to 

COLONEL DAVIDE. LOWNDS 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

for service as set forth in the following 
CITATION: 

For extraordinary heroism while serving as Commanding Officer of 
the Khe Sanh combat base in connection with operations against the 
enemy in the Republic of Vietnam from August 1967 through March 1968. 
Upon assuming command of the vital combat base located in western 
Quang Tri Province and tasked with the responsibility of interdicting 
major North Vietnamese resupply routes and blocking any enemy inva­
sion attempt from the west into the northern provinces of South 
Vietnam, Colonel Lownds immediately established combat outposts on 
Hills 881 South, 861, and 950, and launched extensive and highly_ 
effective patrol activities throughout his area of responsibilityo 
Despite the ha~ardous, mountainous terrain, thick jungle foliage, 
and adverse weather conditions, Colonel Lownds' valiant combat 
leadership and indomitable command ability were the central instru­
ment in achieving and maintaining the superb combat posture of the 
base. On 28 January 1968, when North Vietnamese dLvisions launched 
a coordinated attack on the Khe Sanh combat base with rockets, 
artillery, mortar, and machine-gun and small-arms fire, and with 
their main attack directed at Hill 861-A, Colonel Lownds' superb 
knowledge of and appreciation for the terrain and his aggressive 
utilization of all supporting arms minimized the effectiveness of 
the enemy attack and resulted in a large number of enemy casualties. 
During daily enemy rocket and artillery attacks, and on 23 February, 
when the firing reached its peak with more than 1,300 rounds impact­
ing on the combat base, his superior t,actical judgment, calm leader­
ship, brave demeanor, and resolute endurance were an inspiration to 
all around him and were a prime factor in maintaining a high level 
of morale among his men. Giving no thought to his own safety, while 
exhibiting a compassionate concern for the welfare of his Marines, 
he gallantly and repeatedly exposed himself to hostile fire making 
daily visits to outlying units to observe tactical operations and to 
study conditions confronting his unit commanders. During the period 
1 November 1967 to 31 March 1968, Colonel Lownds organized and 
directed Operation SCOTLAND, a highly effective search and destroy 
operation throughout the Khe Sanh tactical area of responsibility, 
which resulted in numerous enemy casualties, the capture of several 
enemy, and a large number of weapons confiscated. By his gallant 
leadership, distinguished personal bravery, and selfless devotion to 
duty throughout, Colonel Lownds upheld the highest traditions of the 
Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service. 

For the President, 

Secretary of ,the Navy 
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The President of the United States takes pride in presenting the NAVY CRCSS 
posthumously to 

CORPORAL JOHN R. BURKE 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

~o:r service as set forth in the following 

CITATIUN: 

For extraordinary heroism while serving ae a Sniper Team Leader 
with Headquarters and Service Company, First Battalion, Twenty-si?cth 
Marines, Third Marine Division (Reinforced), in the Republic of Vietnam 
on 6 June 1967. Assigned the mission ofdefending an outpost on Hill 950 
at K.he Sanh. Quang Tri Province, Corporal Eforke's team was taken 
under attack by a numerically superior enemy force. Durtng the initial 
assault, Corporal Burke was wounded by an enemy grenade. Ignoring 
his wound, he administered ftrst atd to a severely wounded comrade 
and placed him in a relatively safe postrton, covering the wounded man 
with his own body to protect him from further in Jury. Heeding a call 
for help from outside the bunker, he unhesitatingly went to the aid of 
another Marine. WhUe he and a companion were m.ovmg the man to 
the security of the bunker an enemy grenade exploded, knocking him 
and his comrade into the bunker . .Although seriously wounded, he moved 
the wounded man to a tunnel to protect tiim from the devastating enemy 
fire. With all his team members ca.8U8.lties, Corporal Burke un-­
heeitatingly and with complete disregard . for his own safety armed 
himself With grenades, and shouting words of encouragement to his men, 
stormed from the bunker tn a valiant one-man assault against the enemy 
positions. While firing his weapon and throwmg grenades at the enemy 
positions, Corporal Burke was mortally wounded. By hts dauntless 
courage, bold tnittattve and devotton to duty, be wa.1 instrumental in 
stopping the enemy attack and saving his men from possible further 
injury or death, thereby reflecting great credit upon hunself end the 
Marine. Corrs and upholding the highest tt•&dtti.ons of the Unlted 
Stat~ll Nava. ServicG!. He gallantly gave his life for his country. 

r 

For the President, ,( 
i\ 

i ( i• 
( - . ' I ·, I \ fl 'J 

{. ' ~ 

l1u!C•:,I01,,l; 

i'\• 1.,, •I • 

(r f I ) ,I ,; )1 I i I ), 
I • 

I, , 

Sec.rotary of the Navy 
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The P::-esident of the United States takes pleasure in pn.::seming the i',J 1\ VY 
CH( ,,:.:s to 

,\ERGL:\NT lUCHi\RD F::'.. MC,FF-Tr 
tJNITE:'.n :~T:'\TE~' Mf\RINF cc n.PS 

for ise:rvice as set forth i.n the~ foUowing . 

. For extraordinary heroism while serving as a Fire Teau:i l,eader 
with C-0mpuny G, ~:econcl Battalion, Twenty-sixth Marines, T11i.rd 
1Vlarine Division (Reinforced) ln ()uang Tri Provi.nce, Republic of 
Vietnam on 16 and 17 May 1967. Company G was conducting a search 
and deetroy operation during Cperation HICKOH Y, south of the De­
militarized r;,one. when it came\ under devasta~i.ng enemy mortar and 
automatic weapons fire from a deeply eatrenche;d and heavUy defended 
North Vietnamese 1\rmy force ~:ergeant (then Corporal) Moffit' s 
squad was assi~ the mission· of clearing the enemy from cleverly 
concealed positions in the outlying hedgerows ,·~s he diligently ma­
neuvered his squad toward the objective, they were pinned down by 
a heavy volume of machine-gun fire Qui.ckly assessing the situation, 
and with complete di.sregard for his own ~fety, he courageously 
.1umped to his feet and charged directly at the enemy position, firing 
as he went Upon reaching the post.ti.on, he fearlessly jumped into the 
fi.ghting hole, and singlehandedly ldlled its two occupants. /\s rhe 
operation continued on 17 May 1967. the company again came under a 
heavy volume of automatic weapons fire which halted the forward 
elementf! Once again be gallantly wltherood the Intense enemy fire 
a& he sfnglehan<tedJy charged toward the e~my posi.t,on, throwing 
grenade111 w ov.erwhelm and kl If the enemy gun crew ny hiR intrepid 
fighting sp! rlt, exceptionnl fortitude Mn,..l iallar11 ,nlrlatlve, '.,e:rp;eunr 
l\,1offtr Pl(trVtkl 10 inspf re nil who oht!lerved hin1 ~,nd comr-lhuced !n 
lart1:• tnt!a:!llure t.1:, tht~ suc<'~r,st, of hfa urill. If!,~ great ;>erfional vid.or 
r~f'lecte<1 <he hi.1,1.hest cn'.~dlt upon himl'lelf 1,1.n<.J uphel1 l the hiJ~heFi~ 
tr1H1itlons of the l\11lfint• ( \,rps and tho Unlr.ed ,':Catefl Nf1Wd 'ervice 
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The , 'resi.rl.Elnt of the: Uhlted States takee plf'esw:-e in pret-1entlrlg 
rJM. NA VY CHC:i:.S to 

, ... , . _,··• . y-{. ·: , .... , \,.IJ '-' .. y-.. \H~Gi· .ANT .I.A.,'N .. '\Lu , • ,,CC . J 
UNITfD ST 1\Tfs::~: £1,;JAJUNI: CCR.PS 

fur scrvkt! as ,u:r forth in the foll~ng 

CITATF r-J: 

'for extraordinary heroism wllUe- aervtng with -:::omp,.my L. 
First Battn.Uoo. T\venty-sixth r.;lartua, Third t..1arfn<:~ J.:tvtston, 
k'-' leet Manne f' orce. in the Republic of VletDBm on 18 :::t!!'~'~tnl'l'er 
1966. As tlM1 Compsmy approaehed the Village of Gia r ,inh. tht: 
point war. ts.ton under attack and su8tabte.d many cas-waltt,~s: th~ 
platoon commarider was ktlled. After •un-eytng the eituatton. 
,:erp.uu Seatt :ntaeted qtdckly and alertly and wttbout regard 
for his own Pt?TBOGBI safety as Ile mewed forward to atd the 
fallen men. Sw:,jeeted to tmense ftre from enemy automatic 
eman .. arme directed upoa the woaded men. Sergea.nt Scott,. 
on st-x separate occaslOBIJ., courageously worked hts way up 
~ tbc hail of enen1y fin, and rettlffed his t.iead and woynr:k'-' 
comrades. When be lllmaelf was paiddly wounded, he refused 
medical attemton and weat back to retrttwe the last of hie dead 
men. C n hts last trip tmo dw village _he wae agatn woUDded, bw: 
eonttnued on beyond tile potM req11l.r6(f by duty and succeedt>d in 
recovering the body ot a fellow Marille. Through his daring aed 
COUl"l!lgeOUfl act10118 I.a die face Of almost certatn death, and while 
eerious 1l wounded. Sergeant ~cott persoaally saved tbe lives fJf 
dlree tv,arlnes. and ~ed the bodte• of three of hts fallen 
comradeB. Hy his daring Initiative, •a.Hant -fighting spl.rit (1nd 

•lfless devotion to duty, ~1erpn1t SCott r.efl.ecte-d g.rl!'::ir cr<cK2h 
upon hirnulf and rhf' M.ertne Co·rpa and u_t}MM th~i hi.)7;b.::£rt 
tradfttrmF of the lJi,troo S't.&U."$ Nnv:-11 Setvicliil. 
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The !"r~p;J,,lenr r,f the Untted '.;;tatee ta'l,tere i~r,d~ in t~r~:r,e.n.~ lr1~!:. the 1'-, '. '/ , 
, ;i.; ' · ►,01;.:rhumou~ly tci 

<:~t:1. Nl'' LH UJ LN,/\.NT l'"1JCHA !· t H. ·nv ;,;;;', "­
UNrn .r··. ,;_•y· ,, T 1: ~- l\3A t~.INf C(·R FS C. 1:~\t.: '1 \": 

fti>-r ae.rvtc:e t\F. ser forth in the fo.He,wtn~ 

· n?.TH. K: 

r or encuo1.·,.Hna ry twrotsrr, while aenh1g a~ 1.t r, !&toon., .,;;rrr1lf1.loo®:r 
with C:On'I.D~a;• t, 'Thi.rd Fattalton. T~y--eiub r,;!a:n;ne11J, Tbird t•l'i1:r.t"iae 
nr.h1ton (l~etnfo:rced)~ hi coaHCtlcrn wt.di operations :.pf nt!lt tM eri.em', in 
tbe ilepubUc of VfetUm CB 10 Jaouary 1968. ',,n,ue leading his men lF.- it 
coordtuted anaci: with an adJac• pl.a.toon along.a pa,raUil rJdge Hn~,ln 
tbe vtclalty ef H111 S8 l South. L iauteM:nt Tbol'lUH1' platfJOn waa ta.k--ee undtt r 
t\U:eDN enemy amtomatt~ we.tpcllffl fire from a11utsttmaUtd hettaJk~-@tze,;t 
.,_my fcrce. The boatU.e fl.re tn<wndt'ld 84Jftral MariMR. Ar« a mooieal 
evaeuatlm lleU-eopter eadea'ftlred w land to eur~t the: wounded. it wa@ ' 
taken \fflder latefti\e eaemy maehtne .. ga fire and era~. Cuicll:ly 
a.11NSat111 tlw eftlJtltion. Ueutena• ·fllc:lma.8 orgaaiz.ed a. ·.resicU'f'!l team IBISC 
QCeom1•nted Ills men t;c, the cr1u·:lh atre to ,.111pe-rviee :rttzw.ue ope.:rati<>ffll. 
! ean,tag thatdleadjaeentplateonwespinaNdownby em-my fh'tt and tMt 
the platomt commander And-cdlers were 'WOUl!lded. he mantt1Vered hie uo1t 
t~ the Im~ -.my fire' aero•• 500 metem et opei; te-rrnb1 w 
remforee th9 beleaguered platOCffl :::·oneoUdattnghtgforce. he t'it?!)eo3.tf1.'i.11y 
~ blm.Nlf to eMmy ftre as. he moffd from ane poafUon w anoth-a!r 
eccoa.raglng and direetiJ!I hh't mea.·s flN. r:1..:werJag tMt etght m,m 
were ml1H1fng. h& orpnti'Ad and pel'aona.Uy led a senrch pony lnte the 
flre BWept area, cucceettfully loc•tl• fl9'of tbe WOtmood aad movtti:1 them 
to poBltfou of reh1tfve safety .. Alt~ wounded_ .. u: be waa carryfllJ( a 
lillxth Mach• w safety. he refused medical tu1etffl:&rtee ,u,ri elec,eu to 
c+:lllthtue h,~ re11cutt cftortfil. r·e11phe lite ,-tatt.al ~ and ne~x 1:1"bau!#­
tl0f1. he aptn t"Ml'VGd i:ottJ the tun:,u·~<JUfHU'•Ml'il'\ s.n tHteYT~Pt w -re,i;cue dw 
t:wo romt,t;lning cetu.udtht!!i wht:) were lytag fna dau1aenm•ly d~xpota.e:~d at&~. 
when b• WA@ rr1e1rtnHl ww~ , r:y 'hte ht•lJ tnfthu:lvt:·. g;uHu:nt f![lf\tlni 
sptrh ft\'11:f t~yu, I dev;,;,irlon W· d111ty • 1 •~~u,:enaat lltomsui Wftli toot r'utn,:H"lf:! i in 
savi._ Sf,#-v~r,i.l l\i11& rtneei fr-<"'m r,,nh<tr \r,Jury or poru,thlt, d<tM'h. t!~r.:by 
l·ttfk.cti~ ir..reuit c r<:dh up.cm himsrelf 4\nd d,$1\,t,, dooc or v~ lin<.! uphr,kHa~r.. 
th• htgho•r tradtrt0:1lffl <·'4 the l.lnU:~d f t:+:U.4'l't Nav.ti I '.·,~rY k~ Hte 11!Jt H,.mdy 
!JU.WI' Ms Ht~ '1't1r htn country 
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