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S o ’C;;;,s,w,m,g;  CONFIDENTIAL

AR i

'I‘his interview is being conducted by Cpt JWA Whitehorne, ith MPD on.l7
June 1968 with MG John J Tolson, CG, lst. Air Cavalry Nivision. The subiect

P ia W (1-15 April 1968).

Q. %eneral Tolson, when was an operation to relieve Kre 'Sanh Combat -Base
first conceived?

s an

A, To the best of my memory, the first mention of our undertaking an oper-
ation .to relieve the Khe Sarh Combat Base was sometime durine the week of
21 January. General Cushman, CG, III MAF, on a visit to the division CP,
which we were in process of moving from L7 El Paso, south of Hue to Camp ,
Fvans, gave me an order to start working on a contingencv plan to include i
the relief or reinforcement of the Khe Sanh Combat Rase and three other 3d :
Mar Div bases (Ca Lu, Rock Pile, Camp Carrol)., Later this verbal order was
confirmed hv message on 2514287 Jan 1968. ' (hviously, shortly after this,
the TET Offensive took place, and then the TWT counter~offersive that kevt:
us heavily enraged durine the month of Februarv, There was verv little
mention of anv 1 ACD offensive into Xhe Sanh. However, during the latter
part of Februarv; I'1l have to check the date: the 29th, we were told to
prepare a plan for goins into ard relievine Khe Sanh. In ad1ition, we were
‘f told we would have additional forces, possible an ARVN Airhorne Task Ferce ;

~ and a Yarine Reciment, amd that the entire force (inclvline th~ 25th Marine : )
P Regiment at Khe Sanh) would be under my operational contral as CG, 1lst Cav-
d alry Division.,

During the first week in March, I had to go to Na Nang and rresent to ,
CG, IIT MAF our plan for the relief of Khe Sanh Combat Base. In attendance !
at this briefine was General Abrams, deputy COMUSMACV, who was still in ‘
this area with his advance headguarters at Hue-Phu Bai, The plan was strictly
ours from the outset as to where we would bass our operation and how we would
deploy our troops., We were given no specific guidance in our directives
as to how we would or should accomplish the mission assiesned to us. Actually,
the mission was three-fold; one, we would relieve the Khe Sanh Combat Base;
two, we would open Highway Nine from Ca Lu to Khe Sanh; and three, we would
destroy the enemy forces within the A0——G03 can check through his files to
tabulate the specific written directives we received on the subject which
werevery few, During the course of the development of the plan, Provisional
Corps, Vietnam was activated under General Rosson, and at that time, Gen-
eral Abrams léft I Corps area with his advance headquarters from MAGY, But
all of our initial planning for the operation to include the concept, and
which we carried out to the letter, was actually presented to CG, IIT MAF
prior to the activation of PCV, The main thing here is that the bulk of
the development of our operation was done based on vérbal orders only, We
went on from t.here and developed our plans in detail, '

i 2o o

Q. Would you describe the planning phaqeq ard nrelizm nary act ivitias
undergone prior to Perasus?

A. In the early part of March, we reallv settled down to detailed rlanning,
" We centralized division planning activities under G-3. Plans, Major Schwartz,
and brought in representatives from the other units that wnuld be working
with and OPCON to us. Specifically, the 3d Marine Division sent us several
officers. We also-made contact *-ith the two Regiments of Marines that would .o
/ be working with us, specifically the 1st Harine Regiment, from ‘
ogwq,»é./ - EBQGMLWGL‘_ZMP&Q@; C .; !,.,ff” %AL / ‘f{"f,

Eax.l'ln
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Task Force X-Ray {1si Marine Division) which was 4o be used in our force,
Actually at one time, another Marine Regiment, the hth, was desienated but
this regiment was changsd to the lst Marine Regiment from the lst Marine
Divisiern., We established a planning tent here at Fvans fust in back of my
"HOOCHY, We consolidato~d in this tent 2l)l of the intellirence we could get
on the areaj maps; and we even constructed a sand tahle model of the Khe
Sanh area. There wers, of course, numerous coordination and plannine
meetings with POV, 3d Merine Division, and the Air Force. ' Of course, my
coordination with Col Lowndes and the 26th Marine Regiment at Khe Sanh was
dene by staff or command visits directly wit™ him at that location. Cne
cf the kev things that had to be done durines the plannine phase was to deve
c¢lop our operation 8o that evervthing that went on in the Khe Sanh area
woold be coordinated throush one headruarters, ours, the lst Cavalry Div-
isicn's, once the operation started, Prior to commencine the operation,
of course, the Khe Sanh Combat Base, basically the 26th Marine Resimental
headouarters, pretty well controlled amd coordinated all the activitfes
to include air and gro'nd in the immediate vicirnity. In addition, there
Wwere other air operations in the general area that were controlled hy other
agencies.  The big point here is that when we started operatine with our
1 9 Cav prior to D Day, very close coordination had to be established for
the control of fires; artillery, ground and air, Considerable pre~plaming
- was .done to insure that this coordination was understood, that it was as
. simple as possible to accomplish, and that its results were able to be -
‘carried out, During the planning phase, one important thing stood out
above all others and that was that the actual intelligence on ground forces
of the ertemy in the area was wvery vague and not very positive, Everything
was expressed in generalities, There was very little concrete information
on exact locstions of enemy forces prior to our going in and getting it,
This meant that the activities of our 1/9-Air Cavalry Squadron would take
on a’ very, very important role in the whole operatlon. I established a
requirement that the 1/9 would start operating in the A0 at least six days
prior to D Day. It did start reconnaissance operations from LZ Stud, our
main base in the vieinity of Ca Lu, on D minus six, eradually working out
in increasing concentric circles up to the Khe Sanh area, workine at all
times with an air cav from the 7th Alr Force or the lst Marine Air Wins and
with ample support frcm SAC with B-52 ARC Light Strikes. It was the 179
that I had to rely on almost solely to establish enemy locations, anti-aire
craft positions and strong points that we would try to aveid in our initia}
assaults and obviouslv in the selection of our L7%'s. This was a kev bit
that became more and more important as we began to =zet readv for our .
‘operation. Also in our work with the Encineers of the 3d Marine Division
(the 1lth Engineer Battalion) and with the Sea Bees, we had to do a lot
of earlv planning for the establishment of our base near Ca Lu which we
designated LZ Stud, In my plens for the operation, I established a re~
quirement for an air strip at our base capable of handline C-123 aireraft,
If my memory is correct, it was somewhere arovnd 15 March that we comnleted
our reconnaissance for the establishment of the actual airstrip ard work
began. The initial constructi~n was under the supervision of the Division
Engineer, LTC Townsley, But, the worl was initially done bv the encineer
battalion of the 3d Marine Div1sion. Later this was supplemented, in fact
the strip construction was taken over by the Sea Bee Battelion, the S5th NCB.:
It constructed the airstrip and also the bunkers and TOC's and facilities
within the baese area. This, of course, had to be done prior to D-Day,
Another pre-D-Day requirement was to open Highway Mine between the Rockpile
and Ca Lu. In fact, it had to be opened prior to D minus six so that we
could start brmnging in ammunltlon aend fuel to stockpile there. This was

PPQ‘X%/N}’ cages o 2 o \"‘s’g:)”' S?NT Ai
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accomplished br the 3d Marine Divisien, The rcad, Of course, was open
between Donz Ha and the Rackpile but it hrd bheen cloeed for ~uite awhile
between the Rockpile and £a Lu, Another phase in the plannine, which I've
alreadv mention~d, and which was of sroet importance, was the estahlishment
of control of close ~ir support eircraft. An Air Force control party was
established at FCV to assist in this., We received sreat assistance from it

and from the lst Mrrine Air Wing, The mccharism was set up to control all
~ireraft supporting ths troops in the A0 2and all nirer~ft requirements were
T ncled through Division Headquarters,

Would you deseribe the pre-operational alipnment of forces?

In the pre-opcrational alignment of forces, so far as the Cav units were
cenearned {we Were to use all thres brigades in this operation) the only
wtit that we didn't plan to get into th¢ immediate area of Khe Sanh was the
2/8 Cav which was to remain at the rear of the A0 in t%e vicinity of LZ X
Sharon at Quang Tri City with the mission of closely defending our base
there where we lasger quite a few aircraft—about 100, The pre-operational
aligments so far as the three brigades of the Cav were concerned were
basically unchanged and thov assembled right in their immediate JEB STUART
AO!'s in which they were operating, We staged the 3d Brigade on D=1 into
the vicinit» of LZ Pedro, just northwest of Quang Tri City, It was trans-
ported by 1 ACD aircreft and then bivouaced in the hills in the vicinity
of LZ Pedro, On D-Day it was the lead off Brigade. The initial assault
troops went in in Hueys directly from LZ Pedro to LZ's Mike and Cates., The
rest of the Brigade was lifted in "hooks" to L2 Stud where it transferred
to Hueys as they returned from depositing their first assault troops. This
started 2 continuous fiow of troops from L7 Stud which then bacame the main
loading point for all/subsequent Huey lifts into the objective area, With
the 2d and lst Brigades, it was not necessary to stage them in the vicinity
of LZ Pedro because of their proximity to the objective area, So other thsn
assembling their troops right in their own A0, no shuttline to stage wes
involved and they were hroucht ir directlv from the A0, But the same
shuttling of troops by "hook" from their nrevious AO to L% Stud and then
the short reshuttle by Huey to the objective area was done with both of
these brigades and this greatly expedited getting +he troops into the ob-
jective area, (T.he 1st Marine Regiment which wes in Hue~Fhu Baj, moved up
to the Ca Lu area just before D-Dav; in fact, one of the battalions that waa
in this regiment, the 24 Bn, lst Regt, arrived in the vieinity of L7 Stud
on D minus six,) It set up the defense of LZ Stud and throughout the oper—

ation performed this vital mission, Undts, of course, fraom the Khe Sanh
Combat Base were all loccted in the vicinity of Khe Sanh where they'd been
since Janu~ry, The ARVN Airborne Task Force with its three battalions was
flown from Saigon to Quang Tri City where it marshalled and was brousht inte
the objective area in the same manner that my brigades were. It wrs the
fourth brigade sized undt to make an 2ssault. While the Task Force was in
Quang Tri tity, it had considerable training under the ausplces of the lst
Brigade on air assaults and on the type of operation that we do and that’
they were going to have to do, Prior to D-Day also, considerable artil- :
lery was brought into the Ca Lu area. Actually, there was an 8 inch battery,
two 155 batteries, and 2 105 battery in the area prior to the launchine of
the attack. So, as I stated before, by D-Dev, we had the 11th Fneineer Bat-
talion of the 3d Marine Division in the Ca Lu-L% Stud area &nd s great part
of the 5th Sea Bee construction battalion., The last infantyy combat wmit,
the ARVN Ranger Battalion, was already in the Khe Sanh Combat Bame wibh
the 26th Marine Regiment, Finally, and again, we had prestodeed 2. consid-
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Q. MWas Shire ar- spoelsl rosson the 24 Brisode speorheaded the attack?

A, Thore wes no spoelal reagon other Lhan that 3d Brigade had the AO
forshest Lo tha goubh and was thue furthe t awar from the objective area,
Mman meant 1Y had o b ~hoap intermediate loaation, But also
by 0ovaurt of our old L0, the 34 Trigade’s and 2d Bde's, was
vor by itz of the 100st Adrborne Division; specifieally

£ the 1C1st Lirborne Division, which was located to the
155 meant that it was much more logical to start moving
o that the units of the 101st could move in towards
the north, taking over the responsibliities of the A0 as we vacated it. So
that's the reasnn the 37 Brigade was elected to spearhead the operation,

howed th

[ o

S ow;

Q. Would vou descrihe the deployment of forces in the AO and the reasons
for such? ’

A, T think I can do this wi*hout a map. T want to stress here that I have
G3 diagrammins these movements day by day so they'll he available for this,
showing just how we advanced with our assaults, (Aopear in After Action
Report) You want to remerber what I said hefore and +h~t was that hard
intelligence was sadly lackine on enemy locations in the area, All you
could get were rmenerslities, so this conditioned my movement into the area
considerchbly, Mv first move on D-Day wes an 2ir assault by the 3d Brigade
within range of the artillery I hnd in the Ca Lu~LZ Stud area. The assault .
was up the valley astride Highway Nine to two LZ's--Mike and LZ Cates on

the extreme highground to the North of the valley. On LZ Mike, we assaulted
with the 1/7 and on Cates with the 5/7 Cav and then air landed the 2/7 Cav
on LZ Mike, At the same time, over land, we storted the First Marine Reg-
iment from Ca Lu on each side of the highway; one battalion sgain on the
south side of the river valley and another on the north of the valley. Its
mission of course was to open the road as far as LZ's Mike and Cates and

to protect the Inginecrs who were to immedintely start their work of opening
the road from Ca Lu to Khe Sanh Combat Base, Also on D-Day we got a 105
battery into LZ Mike and also one into LZ Cates, I'd like to poift out

that this wes a remarkable achievement., Due to the wenther, we could not
commznce air assaults on D=Day until nround 1330; yet by late afternoon,

we had completed assaulting and bringing in the entire 3 battalions of the
brigede and 2 batteries of the direct support 105mm artillery with the nec-
esscry supplies to keep them going, This means, verv simply, that the
movement of trocps by "hooks" . from the marshalling area into L7 Stud. and
the movement of 4bYe troops by Huecys out of LZ Stud into the two LZ's was
very professionally done and the timing was and had to be perfect., I1'd like
to point out here also that throughout the Khe Sanh operation, it soon
became apparent that we were usually not going to he able to get golng
"full blast" in our airmobile operations mmtil around 1300 or at the ‘
earliest, noon. For all of the assaults that we made in the initial phsse,
we were unable to zet started prior to 1300, After D-Day, in my plan,

there was no firmly fixed deecision on the exact LZ's to he assaulted by

the 2d Brigade, the lst Brigade or the ARVN Airborne Task Force. As we
progressed towards Khe Sanh, we, of course, shifted the activity of the

1/9 bocause of the indefinite situation concerning enemy locations, Although
we had tentatively selected L7's for the entire assault portion of the
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operation, it wes strassed bhot we eowld make, and would make 1f necessarwy,
chanwae in o Lits. New, »s to timing; I haddecided thet we would not
move teo ropidly inte subsequent sssaults after the 34 Brigade was in, I

aven copteomplated thabt 1t would be 25 lote as 0 plus 3 before I made an
cssaudt with She 2d Brigade. This wes in ense any difficulties were en=’
comntered in deterrinirz  the enemy situstion in frept of the 3d Brigade.
Yot I'm brying 2o stresa hore 1s thot we weore not fixed on the exact
Toootion of L2%s nor on the timing of assaults. “e were firm where we

o moing on D=7, obviously, and we were pretty well settled on the sub~
ent moves, But if it appeared that we had made a bhad selection during
owr' carly plannings, we werg flexible to chanre, And when on D-Day, we
received no opposition to speak of, that nieht, I immediatelv sta-ted the
work of accelerntine and expaditing our advance. We decided to assault the
2/7 Cav to LZ Thor, which was further West, up Hirhway Mine on the high-
ground in advance of L7 Mike; also, to complete the 1ift of the 105 battery
to LZ Mike plus a 155 battery; and further, that we would assault the 24
Brignde into the 20 on D plus two, The operastion on D plus one went without
a hitch and ve continued right on into D plus two when we essaulted the 2d
Brigade, One battalion went in on LZ Wharton (2/12 Cav) end one went in

on LZ Tom (2~5 Cav). We then airlifted the 1/5 Cav into LZ Wharton the
same day. We also put a battery of 105's into L2 Tom and a batterv of 105's
into LZ Wharton., On D plus three, it was decided to complete the artillery
move into LZs Wharton and Tom (The remairnine 105 battery and & brtterv of

(55« #Hs), to initiate the ground assault by the 1/5 Cav towards the 0ld French

Fort to the northwest, and to launch an attack by & battalion minus (1~9
M-.r) of Marines from the vicinity of Xhe Sanh Base proper to seize Hill 471
which overlooked the Base from the South. Everything went along very well
on D plus two, and on D plus three, so we nssaulted with the lst Brigade
into LZ Snapper on D plus four, We assaulted one battalion (1-8 Cav) and
airlifted another (1-12 Cav) and got in their 105 batteries that day. " On

D plus five, we brought the remainder of the artillervy (154's) into LZ
Snapper, launched the two battalions on attacks with the 1/12 Cav going
toward Lang Vel Special Forces Camp. We decided the next day to‘go ahead
with the zssault of the ARVN Airborne Task Force., On D plus six, the

ARVH Airborme Task Force assaulted into LZ Snzke. We got all three battal-
iore in that day and two of them moved off - the L7 attacking in the direction
- of *heir objectives and thelr artillery was brought in, The L2's, starting
with Tom and Wharton in the 234 Brigade, then Snapper an- Snake, as you'll
sce o a map, enveloped the Khe Sanh 2rea. We esteblished commanding pos=-
ituons 211 within mutual artillerv support of e-~ch other on the hisheround
overiooking the whole area of Khe Sanh proper. So this meant that we were
secure, but still we did not have positive locations of eremv forces,
although we had already on D plus one started running into enemv positions
asuride the road ¥West of LZ Thor, It become obvious thet the NVA was well -
emplaced and deploved to defend arainst an 2ttack up the road, Hichwav Nine,
between THCR and Khe Sanh Combat Bose. But the important thing is that we
had encircled the enemy very rapidly »nd he was pretty well overwhelmed
with our mass of troops and firepower, artillery ond air, We used consid-
ersble numbers of arc light strikes (53 to he exact) storting on D minus
six and continuing through the entire operation, As I said before, we had
all the close zir support we could use from the 7th Air Force and the lst
Marine Air Wing. It w-s really a terrific example of firepower and mobility
on a scale that, parsonally, I've never heard of beine used before. When
you figure that we assaulted all three of our brigades here plus the artil-
lery we had, it wes quite o massive operation, There werequite a few enemy
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7 us; they hadn't withdrawn., But they did in mony
e beok plree, leaving thelr weapons on positions they
iie%e which we wecupied, I wonld soy that it was an overwhel-
ming Oper&ticn by which we tooK ovor that 2res. o

fFelrtive Lo fire suppord; I $hink that 1 sovored it pretty well, We had
~ver 100 tubes howitzers in thisz oper-tidn; two batteries of 8
inch howlitzers, rics of 155 hC’“u ers as I reeall, We had a terrific
nnh of bube art: L Jght Strikes durine this operﬂtion and
wrous elose alr suppord ﬁiss:ons 2ll of which commenced with our act- .
Tvaiidl s with the 1/9 Cav on D minus six.

“rnore ware no roal bip changes in plans other than the maior one of the
rapid termination of the oprration and the turnabout to. pull out 'and extrect
in opdur to ~et ready for Operation Delaware in the A Shau Vallev, On 10
April.. I was visited by the Corps Commander and told to start makine plans
to extract as fast s possible back to Cuang Tri Uity and Camp ®vans in
order to assault into A Shau Vrlley. Actually, we started extracting on
the next day, the 11th, This was, as I said, 2 definite surprise. I had’
not anticipated this order nor its coming auite that early., In some ways,
it was a2 bit of a disappointment But as I've said before, I've always
want od to go into the A Shau Vallev. The weather at this time was a big
considerationy ev-ryone was convinced that April was the best month for
airmobile operntions in the A Shau Volley and April would soon be over. We
had met with great success in Pegasus, It was obvious that the enemy op-

ground foces oﬂnﬁsii

or

vosition was quickly overcome--between the B-52 bombardment snd the massive=-

ness and lightning-like thrusts of our airmobile operation, the immediate
resistance in the area adjacent to the Khe Sanh complex never had a chance
to succeed. Howzver, it wes quite obvious that there were forces far to
the south of our immediete area and also to the north ond northwest., On
the 10th, Jjust before getting this notice about the A Shau, we had planned
13 odr assaults for the next day with the lst and 2d Brigades going south
to where we had intelligence of the enemy being located, and with the 3d
Brigade assaulting with its units to the north from its position around

Khe Sanh, The lst Marine Regiment, also that same day was planning to go
in'with 2 or 3 air assaults north of their AO into the valley west of the
Rockpile. "When I got this directive to turnabout, heading back to get ready
for A Shau, I had to cancel all those assaults for that day. I feel that
‘in some reSpncts it was wnfortunnte thot we didn't get to carry these outt =
really giving the surrounding area a good going over in a period of a week
or ten days prrior to having to depart. But there were certainly overwhel-
ming considerations for us to get on back and on with our new missvon of
getting into the A Shau,

There were no great problems in owr coordination of the operation, This
was cortainly a team effort with all the services, Armv, Navv, Marines and
Alr Force in this tooether. Tt was duite 2 gratifying exverierce for me .
to have under mv command the Marines and Navy Forces that we had for the
operation., As I sar, we had no problems, I feel that the whole operation
went off verv smoothlvy. I was given the utmost support by evarvone-Air ©
Force, Navy, Marines and Armmy, You had 2 lot of coordinating, naturally,
but we encowntered no gre~t diffienlties.

’ There were no limitations or restrictions placed on our actions excevt,
of course, we couldn't cross the boundery between Laos and Vietnam. That
made for difficulties because some of the most damagine artillery fire we
received came from the CO ROC Mountains in Laos, Ve were not, of course,
permitted to put ground units in there to eliminote these fires and this is
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wderstandable,

o

in the 40

ul

I {

zsbrdebions thot T am aware of. Tt
- charge of all the troops
there was no question of commend

oy e

Lothely DAl suppor

ng tho siznnls and, of covrse, Just as important, I had the

osson at Provisional Corps Vietnam and of IIT MAF

2 a1l in all, 2 terrific operation and if you can
5, you can' help bub realize it was a great achievement
Lhat fook port.
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/6 (G) MISSIN: 1st Air Cavalry Division (Reinf) -attacks on D NDay to open

Hay 9 fram Ca Lu west to Khe Sanh Combat Base, link up- with forces at KS and

" search for and destrov enemy forces in assigned AO.

7. (c) CONCEPT (OF OPERAT I} During the peried 11-31 March 1968, the 1 ACD

. initiated preparations .and developed plans for the eonduct .of Operation
'PEGASUS/LAM SON 207A. The development phase was initiated with the construc~

tion of a C7A airstrin at LZ STUD; upgrading of Hwy.9 between the ROCKPILE
and CA LU, prestocking of supplies at LZ STUD, extensive aerial recon bv 1/9
Cav Sqdn to prepare the battlefield and selection and elearing of L7's using

,TAC AIR, Artillery and B-52 Are Light strikes. Security for the construction

N

..,'.'effoz't at L7 STUD was.initially provided by the 4th. Marine Regiment, one
..., &hen two campanies of 1.ACD and on D=1, by one battalion of lst Marine Reei-
.. ment which ‘worked in an expanded AO around L7 STUD and SIGNAL HIILL., On ND=Nav,

B the.1lst Marine Regiment:with one Bn securing the AO-surrounding the 1 ACD CP,

" commenced .operations in its assigned A0, The basic concept of operations

was as follows; lst Marine Regt with 2 Bn's would attack West of the lst

. «.Marine Regt AO and attack West toward Khe Sanh, On Dl and D2 all elements
‘. ~would continue the attack West toward Khe Sanh,. On ™3 the 2d Bde, 1 ACD y

"would air essault 3 Bn's SE of Khe Sanh and attack NW, 26th Marine Regt with

.1 Bn would attack South from Khe Sanh to secure hill 471. - .On D+, the lst Bde

(~) 1 ACD would air assault with 2 Bn's South of Khe Sanh and attack to the
North, D+5 the 3d ABN TF (/RVN) would oir assault with 3 Bn's SW of Khe Sanh

_ and attack SW toward Lang Vel Special Ferces Camp, On order the 26th Marine

' Regt (-) would attack to the West out of Khe Sanh.

et

.
oL 2

8. (c) EXECUTION: ' ' R :
a. . General:; Operation PECASUS/LAM SON 2074 was a olassic example of the

.capability of the Airmobile Division to extract from.one combat area and
" rapidly combat assault into another many miles away.- Further, the closely

. integrated reconnaissance/fire support. effort of the 1/9 Cav with TAC. AIR,

_ertillery, and B-52 Arc Light strikes du-irg the period D-6 to D-Day was an

almost flawless demonstration of praperly preparing & battlefield when tac~

tical 1ntellioence is not available. The mission of the Division was accom-
. plished by the effective and rapid deployment and immediate employment of a
. total of 14 battalions, (81 ACD, 3-USMC, 3-ARVN), Turing the initial recon~

naissance efforts, it,. became. endent that. the enemy had established positions

~designed to delay or stop any attempt to reinforce/relieve Khe Sanh, Primary
- positions were established on key terrain features both North and South of-

JHwy 9. As a result of the rapid introduction of combat troops into the AQ,

?_the enemy soon found allied troops in the front of, behind, and on the flank

O folon D
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of his positions and his units were forced to fizht in an area and/or direction
not of his choosing., Harassed by continuous aerial bombardment, reconnaissance
efforts by the 1/9 Cav Sgdn and a versatile offense, the enemy was forced
to abandon his positions and withdraw from the battle area. In his hasty
retreat, discipline disappeared as evidenced by the large amounts of equip-
ment, weapons, ammunition and supplies literally abandoned on battle positions,
‘The enemy was confused, disorganized and demoralized resulting in his com-
plete defeat, -
(1) Mareuver: ‘ ‘
(a) D=6 to D-Day (25 March-1 April) ON D-6 1-9 Cav Sqdn init-
iated extensive reconnaissance opesrations in the PEGASUS/LAM SON 207A AO.
The mission of the 1=9 -Cav during this périocd was to find the
enemy, destroy his antiaircraft capability, acquire hard intelligenee for
exploitation, and locate and prepare suitable L7's. The souadron was sup-
ported during this period by one 8 inch howitzer battery that was moved from
L7 SH/RON to CA LU and one 105mm howitzer battery that was moved fram LZ
SHARCK to 17 STUD as well as TAC AIR, /RA and B«52 Arc Lisht strikes, Known
or suspected enemy antiaircraft positions and troop concentrations were sought
 out and destroyed. LZ's were selected and preparations of the L7's for future
 use was accomplished by TAC AIR using special fuzed bombs /(Paisy Cutters) end
;" B-52 Arc Light strikes. During this phase of-the operation, 1-9 Cav.developed
. targets for A32 sorties of TAC AIR, 49 specially fugzed construction sorties :
.{Daisy Cutters) and 12 B-52 Arc Light strikes, The -thoroughness of battle-
¢ field preparation was demonstrated when no 1 ACD axrcraft were lost due to
* AA or SA firing during the air assaults into the LZ's,« . -
7.0 1 ACD ‘Enrineers supported by USN Mobile Construction Batta.lion (MCB) 5
- and ‘the 11th Engineer Battalion (USMC) initiated construction of &. C-7A
- eirfield and parking ramp,. logistical facilities.and bumker complex at. 12 STUD
. on 14 March. By D6 a type.II C-7i airstrip (1500x600 feet),:ammunition Lek
. storage areas, aircraft and vehicle refuel facilities- and: extensive road nets -
in the vicinity of LZ STUD were complete or near gompletidn, . The-C-=7A air- \
strip was completed on 31 March and by 6 April the rinway had. been extended .
to 2300 ft to accomodate C~123 aircraft. C Company: of-'1-12 Cav was airlifted
to Ci LU on D-6 and placed CPCON to. 2-1 Mardnes: for: security of the artillery
batteries supporting 1-9 Cav Squadron and further providing security for Engr
work parties at LZ Stud, This company was reinforeed by C Company of 2-5
Cav on D=3, ‘As D-Day approached, the intensity of :reconnaissence and con-
struction activity increased. The 1 ACD TA" CP airlifted to LZ STUD on D-1’
and became operational at 1500H, On D~1, 2d Bde 10lst: Abn "Jiv‘lsim asgumed’
responsibilityv for the portion of the JEB STUART AQ-vacated by X ACD. and the
sécurity of Camp Evans, The 3d Bde, 1 ACD moved to marshalling areas .vie- -
inity of LZ Pedro in preparation for D-Day air assaults, ' Also, at 0800 hours,
1 ACD received OPCON of the lst and 26th Marine Regiments. - -
‘ (b) D Day (1 Apr): At 010700 April 1968 the attack phaae of
. Oparation PR3ASUS/LAM SON 207A commenced as two battalions of the. 1st Harine
Regt attacked west from CA LU along Hwy 9. The 3d Bde, .l ACDwas air ase-
saulted/airlifted from its marshalling area vicinity 1Z Pedro (1D°002245)
" by combinetion of UH-1 and CH-47 aireraft to Forward 17's/L7 Stud. Elements
airlifted to L7 Stud were further air assaulted/airlifted into forward 17's,
1~7 Cav air assaulted into L7 Mike (XD 937409)., 2~7:Cav was airlifted’into
the same LZ. 5-7 Cav air -assaulted into L7 Cates (XD 927437). Both LZ's
. were secured., No sigrdficant enemy resistance was encountered as the lst Dav
of ‘the operation ended with 211 objectives secured, ‘One Bn (1-1 Marines) of
the 1st Marine Regiment provided secwrity for and conducted operations in an
AO vicinity of the Division CP at LZ STUD, a mission it was to retain through-
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out the vperation, . Tt is significant to note that ground fog, ha.ze, ard low
nanging clouds delayed the air assault of the 3d Bde until 1300H, This
phenomenon persisted theoughout the operation, Even with this delay, the
Brigade and its supportine .artillery were in position prior to darkness. lst
and 2d Bde, 1 ACD corntinued operztions in the eastern portion of the. PEGASLW
LAM SON 2074 £0 vic LZ's Betty (YD 335504), Sharon (YD 336492) and Jeme (YD
3771432), while preparing for future commitments, (See TAB A, T#B B),

(¢c) D+l (2 April): Offensive operations continued in the AO as
1st Marine Regt (-) continued the attack West along Hwy 9, Company's E and
G (2«1 Marines) conducted an air assault and established L7 Robin (XD 975447).
E/2-1 met light resistance on the L2 which resulted in 3 NVA killed. 34 Bde
zir assaulted the 2/7 Cav to LZ Thor (XD 897404) while 1~7 Cav and 5-~7 Cav
continued to 1mprove positions on LZ's Mike and Cates and conducted ¢ompany
sized operations in the vicinity 01‘ the LZ's, No enemy resistance was en-
countered by tre 3d Bde elements,  The 2d Bde TAC CP airlifted to CA LU (YD
014449) while the 3 Bn's of the Bde moved into marshalling areas (vic LZ Jane)
in preparation for air. assaults on 3 April (See TAB A, TAR B),

(d) D+2 (3 April): Operations continued with: enemy activity in-

" creasing. 4s the lst Marine Regt (<) continued its attack West, Engr road
~ clearing and upgrading operations comtinued on Hwy 9, 3d Bde continued oper-

ations in the vicinity of established LZ's with two Bn'g. 2-7 Cav attacking

‘West dlong Hwy 9 made contact with an estimated company size blocking pos-

ition at XD 890404, resultine in 4 NVA killed, Acceleratine the tempo of

‘the entire opération due to its unpiralleled success and the.lack of signifz

icant enemy resistance, the 24 Bde, one day earlier than originally planned,
air assaulted into the AQ with 2~5 Cav air assaulting to 12 Tam (XD 900345)

© and 2-12 Cav first airlifting to LZ Stud by CH-47 ‘trensferring to UH-1H air-
-, craft and air assaulting to LZ Wharton (XD 8803605 '

' t0o'LZ VWhHarton, Both LZ's Tom and Wharton received incoming enemy artillery

" fire during the air moves, Also, LZ Wharton received approximatelv 20 rounds
7 of 130mm artillery during the night. -9 Cav cantinued reconnaissarice through-

out the AC, observed and killed § NVA in 2 separate contacts.(See TAB B),
() D+3 (4 April): Operations continued in the AO as 1lst Merine
Regt (-) continued its attack West against light. enemy resistance. The 3d
Bde continued operations in theé vicirity of established LZ's, 2-7 Cav at~
tacking West along Hwy 9 in the 33 Bde AO encountered an enemy defensive

' posnlon'at XD 283399, Contact was made and continued throughouwt the day

resulting in 7 NVA killed., The 2d Bde concentrated efforts in improving L2's
with the 2-5 Cav conducting operations in the wicinity of LZ Tom and 2-12 Cav
conducting operations in the vicinity of LZ Wharton,  The 1-5 Cev initiated
an attack toward an old French Fort at XD 895383, The Fort was occupied by
an estimated NVA Bn and initial contact resulted in 4 NVA killed., 1lst Bn,
9th Marines, OPCON to the 26th Marine Regt at Khe Sanh launched an' attack
South from Khe Sanh (the first offensive ground action of that element.in

: weeks) to seize Hill 471 (XD 843393), & strategic piece of terrain affording
" & comnanding view of Khe Sanh, After preparing the objective with artile
Yery fire, the Marines successfully seized the hill resulting in 16 NVA
*killed. 1st Bde; 1 ACD, moved two Bn's (1-8 Cav, 1-12-Cav) into marshalling
" areas vic LZ Pedro in reparation for air as«aault 1nto an AO west of the 2
' Bde. (Sec TSR A, TAB B), .

(£) D+, (5 Apml) 1st Marine Regiment (- ) continued to attack

to the West with light contact, 1-1 Marines continued security mission ard
‘operations vicinity LZ Stud. The 3d Bde continued its attaeck West on Hwy 9

as 2-7 Cav again made contact with an enemy force at XD 483399. This contact
continuzd throughout the day resulting in 9 NVA Kkilled; The 24 Bde comtinued

. fu(o EZ'(

1-5 Cav was then airlifted
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" tance. In a day long battle which ended when the enemy summarily abandoned
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the attack to seize the old French Fort mceting bmnry cncn'qy resistance. The
companies of 2-5 Cav were airlifted to L2 'harton, relieving the 2/12 Cav.
Elements of the 24th Marine Regt continued operations in the vicinity of Khe
Sanh, and Hill 471. An attack by an ecstimated enemy battalion against Hill
471 was repulsed vesultine in 122 NVAi killed. The 3d ABN TF (ARVN) was
alerted to be prepared to airlift one rifle company from Quang Tri to effect
link-up with the 37th ARVN Ranger Bn located at KS. The 1lst Bde commenced
operations in the western p%rtlon of the A0 by airlifting 1-8 Cav and 1.12
Cav to LZ Stud. 1-8 Cav was further air assauvlted to LZ Snapper (XD 8A2346), -
Upor: landing at Snapper, D/1-8 Cav began operations to the West of the LZ ~ %
and made contact with an enemy company resulting in 8 NVA killed and 1 POW,
1-12 C~v was airlifted to the same LZ and immediately began extensive combat
operations to the West. 1st Bde CP airlifted into LZ Snapper closing at’ ap—
proxiwately 15004, One Bn (2-8 Cav) remained in the vicinity of Quang Tri
under 1 ACD control with the mission of securing 1Z's Betty and Sharon and
continuving combat oparations vic of OQuang Tri City (See TAB A, TAB B).

(g) D+5 (4 April): 1st Marine Regt (—) continued operations in
the high. ground north and south of Hwy 9. "2-1 Bn conducted a hattalion-si-e
air assault/airlift to LZ Kiwi {XD 969486), 2-3 Bn continued bridge and hwy
" -security mission along Hwy 9 while at the same time conducting two cdmpany-
size air assaults south of the Bwy. The heaviest fighting of the operation
"-.to date occured in the 3d Bde AD as 2-7 Cav continued its drive west on Hwy
. 9-toward Khe Sanh. Enemy blocking along the Highwav offered stubborn resis-

* “his positions and fled to the west, the Bn accounted for 23 NVA killed, 1
POW, 121 individual and 10 crew served weapons captured, The 2-12 Cav was
airlifted to Hill 471 relieving 1-9 Marines at that position. :Two companies
of 2-12 remained on the hill while two companieés initimted an attack to the r
South toward Khe Sanh Hamlet (XD 846381), The 15 Cav, continuing its at- ’
tack on the French Fort, received a heavy volume of enemy mortar fire causing .
"~ its extraction and return to LZ's Wharton and Tom with the mission of seizing
the French Fort given to the 2-5 Cav. At 060640 in the lst Bde (Z) AO the
1-12 Bn perimeter located West of LZ Snapper was attacked by 'an enemy force
ubilizing mortars, hand grenades and B~40 and B-Al rocket launchers. The

. attack ended in disastor for the enemy as 20 NVA were killed, At 1320H the
84th Co of the 8th Airborne Battalion, 3d Airborne Task Force was ajrlifted
by 1 ACD aircraft into Khe Sanh and linked up with elements of the 37th '
Ranger Battolion, The 1ift was conducted without incident and marked the
initial link-up of forces at Khe Sanh. 26th Marine Regt continued local
operations vicinity of Khe Sanh with 1-9 Marines conducting an attack to the

West of Hill 471 aftoer being relieved on position by 2-12 Cav, '1-9 Sqdn
continued to conduect low level reconnaissance throughdut the AQ acccwrtlng
. for 27 NVA killed in scattered contacts. -(See T/B B),

: (h) D+6 (7 April): 1st Marine Regt (<) reported no signiflca.rrb
contact as opcrations continued in'the assigned AO. 3d Bde continued ite
attack along Hwy 9 against enemy resistance consisting mostly of oceasional
sniper fire. Coordination between 3d Bde, 1 ACD and 26th Marine Regt was

- finalized for the relief of K3 on 8 Apr. The 2d Bde continued its attack
on the French Fort as the 2-5 Cav air assaulted to XD 823382 and then attacked

" West into the Fort, resulting in 6 NVA killed. The seizute of the Fort.
eliminated Lhe 1ast known enemy strong point between the FIRST TEMM and Khe

Sanh, The 2-12 Cav continued operations vicinity of Khe Sanh Hamlet (YD
W6371) find'ng 5 erew served and 25 irdividual weapons plus 470 rds 1g
caliber and 5000 rds small caliber smmunition, 1st Bde? } comtinued oper-
ations ‘Iest of LZ Snapper with no s:Lgmflcant contact . The 3d Airtorne Task
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Force (/RVN) was comm:Ltte,d to Cpewtﬂm Pepasus/Lam Son 2074 at (770815!{,
having previously been delayed by unusually poor weather. The entire TF was
airlifted from Tuang Tri to the 1 ACD base at 1Z Stud. One Bn was then air
assaulted to LZ Snake (XD 20%378) with the mission of clearing and securing
the LZ. Two more Bn's and the TF CF were then airlifted into the LZ. Through-
out the air assarlt phase of tho operation, the LZ was subjected to enemy
mortar and artillerv fire. There was no ground contact as the ARVN ABN TF
.successfully secured the LZ and vrepared to conduet ground attacks to the
West and South. The 26th Marines continued local operations in the vicinity
of Khe Sanh with no contact (Sez TAR B),
(i) D+7 (8 #April): 1st Morine Regt comtinued. operations in as~

sigred AO conducting one company-s:.ze‘d air assault to geize objective at

XD 951480, One contact at XD 854481 resulted in 7 NVA killed., The 34 Bde -
airlifted its CP into Khe Sanh and ssumed the migsion of securing Khe Sanh,
This wns accomplished after the 2-7 Cav successfully cleared Hwy 9 to the -
Hase and effacted link-up with the 26th Marine Hegiment., At OR00 this date,
the relief of Khe Sanh was effected and the FIRST TEAM hecame the new landlord,
3d Bde elevents occupiéd the high ground to the Bast ard Northeast of the
basg with no enemy cortact. At this time it became increasingly evident,
through the Zack of enemy contact and the Jarge amoants of new eouipment being
pound indiscriminctely anandonsed on the battlefield, that the enemy hed fled

© . 'the area rabher than face certain defeat in battle, He was totally confused

by the swifi, bold attack executed by THE FIRST TRAM, 2 Rde corntinued to
press its. scarch for enemy personnel and ecuipment in the vicinity of the
Fremch Fort and Khe Sanh Hamlet, 1st Bde (=) continued .operations West of
. 12 Snapper with no significant contact, The 3d Abn TF (ARVN) received a
ground and mortar attack at L2 Snake at OLOOH, Contact was broken at O0630H

" . as the enemy suffered 72 killed. The 3d ard 6th Bns inftiated operations

. to the West and Northwest of LZ Snake while the 8th Bn ‘continued operations

. in the vicinity of 17 Snake. Throughout the day, all-elements of the TF were
. subjecied to enemy mortar, rocket and artillerv fire; however, the fire was
~ largely ineffective. After relief of the security mission st Khe Sanh by the
~ 3d Bde, 1 iCD, elements of the 26th Marine Regt initiated operstions. in the
 high zround to the West and Northwest of Khe Sanh ( See TAB B).

(3) D+8 (9 April) 26 M/R Regt attacked W out of X3, Operations
cortlnued with two Bn's of the lst Marine Regt comtinuing to press their
search for the enemy. By this date, zll lst Marine Regt objeetives had been
secured and Hwy 9 was repaired and secured throughout the lst Marine AO. 3d.
Bde reported only scattered incidents of enemy sniper fire as operations
continued in the vicinity of Khe Sanh and along Hwy 9 in.the: 3d Bde A0, In-
coming mortar, rocket amd artillerv fire at Khe Senh became increasingly
sporadic after several weeks of slightly more intense bombardment. The 24
Bde continued operations vicinity the French Fort, Khe Sanh Hmmlet and Hill
471 with intermittent comtact. In the lst Ede s 40 D/1-12 Cav found a
large weapons and ammunition cache at YD €34384. A/1-8 made cortact with an
wknown size enemy force at XD 822314 resulting in 16 NVA killed. The 3d

. ibta TF (/RWN) continued attacks to the West and Northwest of 17 Snake with
o ground contact., Sporadic mortar and artillery fire continued to harsss
Zthe ARVN wnits throughout the day. (See TAB'B),

(k) D+ (10 April): -1lst Marine Regt ¢ontinued to search for
enemy persannel and eouipmert with no enemv contact. 3d Bde continued oper-
ations vicinity Khe Sanh finding numerous bunkers, one twenty foot deep T=
shaped tunnel ard meny discarded articles of NVA eculpment. 2d Bde continued
operations in the French' Fort, Khe Sanh Hamlet amd Hill 471. Licht enemy
contact was reported as units continued to find abandoned NVA supplies and
equipment, 1lst Bde (=) opersting to the West of LZ Snapper, was assigned
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#the mission to continue the Ltfack 1T0r‘ch st with 1 Bn to eiza bhe new
Lang Vei Special Forces Camp at XD 780360. This was thé- site of an attack
in Mid-February by NVA infantry supported by armor duning whlch the camp
was overrun. The 1-12 Cav commenced the attack znd seized the Old ‘Special
Forees Camp (XD 795360) with limited resistance, .mtillery ahd’ air ‘strikes
were called in on the new camp and numerous secondary explosions preverted
the 1-12 Cav from occupying the ares. The 3d ibn TF (/iRVN) and 26th Marihe
Regiment continued ¢perations with scattered enemy contaets,” Elements of
A Troop, 1-9 Cav Sqdn, obsecrved and called in air strikes ahd destrov -an
';f‘enemy PT=76 Tank (XD.'720375). This marked. the i‘lrst enemv tank- destrﬁved
" @nd confirmed. (See TiB B). L
o (1) DH10 (11 April): 1st Msrlne Rﬂpt contmued extenm?r' ‘combat
operations in 4ts assigned AC conducting 3 companv sized ‘aiv a in:
~ attempt to find and destroy the éhemy, Security operationd
"~ 9 as engineer work parties negred completion of bridge Febi
~of the hwy, 3d Bde continued loeal operations.in the: ‘vig:
With: emphasis on the areas Bast and XE of &he base. 1-7 Ca ,
" provide security for bridge sites and enginecr work pait _’s" on/Hwy 9: UAfter
o aeveral days of no 1nccming gnemy indirect. weapons fir _ Khe Sa.nh receged

}.2 Cav from 1st B&e ‘was pl_ced QPCoN 1
¢k on the new Lang Vei Special Forces Camp. ‘
85357 tosulted in- 27 NVA Killed. 1st Bde (- ) was 9
. wisterh: portion of the A0 sand.returned to the Quish
- Btiohs in'the vieinity of LZ's Bé#tty and Sharon, .
: @C&\‘ 1-ACD” and returned. fﬁCQN 1st Bde upon. ifs ¢
~ moves back to the  JEB STUQRT;IV A0 were prompted by
. initiabe operatiofis ir the A'SHAU ¥ '
~ ‘operation; DELAWARE/LAY SON: 21
‘he/ 34 “Abn TF" { ARVNY+¢ ontinued
e Fwo BAts, © AL "16250" objectiie, at,
* " 1930 the Briwas “attacked by ar
_ ZQ_LQH_, at which tlme the enemy: W

o

R B’a Nang.‘ 'Lif'o WS corﬂpleté
T T (m) DH11 (22 Appil)ses 1st -
"'oper‘ations to the West ‘in its e;&ended A0,
7 dubted four eompany Bizeiair assaults, - No enemy. conba'
i Marine Regt (~). 3d Bde commenced its extraction ffem. Rj
"TY airlifted: by UH-=1H to LZ Stud:in preéparation for ,'ﬂn;bheg
-l "Eva,ns, ywo Companies of 5-7 Cav-airlifted by:C=130 f¥or rih
~Two Companies continued: security’ mlssn.cn.at'l(h” 'Sa.nh..‘ AT

j‘i) ; mavéd o Khe ‘Sanh in-preparation forsext
324" Bde afrlifted #ts7(P o 12 Snapper. _
% ioh the hew Lang Vei Spe¢ial~ ‘Foroes.. Camp,
e‘any ree:Lstance, however, t-he oamp was ta.ken ‘at . 11‘5,

weapons captnred
o enemy held LZ b KD
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-1 Speeial Forces Camp resulting in 13 WVA killed,: A0:creiyderve
. largeé caliber rounds and'111,400 small caliber roind
..ies .1-5 Cav continuved operatiops vidXD 828381 Tésult
NVA kjlled. The 3d - Abn TF (#RVN)+ ‘wadalerted - Toraexbi

Oonhinued local cperatlons' West an& NW of- Khe Sanhwéiﬁ &

o assignéd A0, with emphazls on operations in the: h
Hwy 9.

, Div and also assumed ° es;mnsibility :Eor securit B e ;
.. ...OF and remaining 3 cawpanies ‘of 2-5«Gav airlifted “b
- Bde and assuming security mission of Khe, Sanh, « The:

b

Two companies of 2-7 Cav and remaining two companies- 57 ; Cé

. due to poor weather, One company of '2-5 Cav was e
. placed GPCON 2~7 Cav. Remainder of the Bn continued:

- heavy resistance. during the attae ; L% red
. 106 NVA killed. The seizure of this piecé of tefrain-ush 40m

. Squadron continued to support 24 Bde in the vicinity iof!
. while B, C ‘and D.Troops' initiated;a phased wi\;hdrq" 3
ERT * (p) D4 €15 April):  Operation P
termina:ced at 1508008 April 1968, The 20 Bde
' Mgr, Div and further to TF Glick and:iritiated: Opes
vicinity of Khe Sanh, The 34 Abn ?F (ARVN) cqmmncg;l
Sanh to Hue.' The move of the TF-was- conducted. m‘
©.1Z Stud by CH-47 aircraft ‘and then transferring t G-l@ f

' weat.her conditions and was:not’ completed until 183.7}:53‘*% 4

- Results of the contact wers 12 NVA killed and 7 small -ams wevﬂ—,.\ns"c‘ap' mq

The 6th Bn, 3d fbn TF (ARVN) was attacked at 0530} by an estimated-twe, Qoms
pany size force. Contact was broken at 0640H with- 5 NVA )d.lled.. 3(15"' Y
6th Bns continued local operstions in the vieinity ofi,the LZ. . %th‘
Regt continued operations west and NW of Khe Sanh’ wi‘rh no. eent.ack:

Dae-

() continued operatinns vicinity of the Ouang Pri complex with po contect.
" Engr upgrading was comrleted on Bwy 9 and the 12.8 mile stretch of hw«:

from CA LU to Khe Sanh was opened to trafflc for the finst time
(See TAB B),

(n) D+12 (13 April): 1=t Marine Regb (-) cmtinlv,., téens in
assigned A0 with no significant contact, 3d Bde ex‘bx‘actidn @
tinued as 1-7 Cav was airlifted by C-123 aircraft fedn-17.S

lifted from Khe Sanh to Camp Evans. Poor weather rrevénted e

'2-7'Cav and 34 Bde CP from leaving Kba Sanhs Responstbilityfor;sesurdty of

Hill 471, 1-12 Cav cont:.nued operaz;,ons in and. amund
pLy

gct _LSee TAB B). :
“(6) D+13 (14 Apru) 18t Marine Regt. (..f) b

bwevei, “sei"

proximstely 1 year from the date the hill was last s
-1B_Marines, 1st Bds continued operstions in'the: nricé.ni
. Complex and. South of LZ Sharon withino significant dnemy

to Hue/Phu Bai, Other elements moved ddrectly’ “from Khe
-123 aircraft to Hue/Phu Bai,  THE move was ‘contfnuous

& .\d/,‘liﬂ /wé— J
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!_‘ s \)Kk .(,‘-,\/‘
; ‘
of the TF clossd Hue, 1st Mar'ne Zest and ”‘ﬁh Marine Regt were released’
CPCOW 1 ACD and returned OPCOM 24 Fa Div effective 150R00H, (See TAR B),
9. () COMMNDRAS AL LTS
., (3 n\1r‘: Oporating Fops am 3en 2074 from its inception to final

extracticrn from the AO will long 25 = Cl"aglc example of air cavalrv
operatizrs, The opar~tion gecgraphiczlly illustrates the speed and effect-
ivencss with which » large force cn bo employed in combat using airmobile
tactics and technigues develnped by the FIRST TELM. The enemy's repeated
failu~c to fully comprehend the guick reaction time and capabilities of the

1 4CD led to his defeat, forced withdrawal, and eventual rout from the battle-
field, T‘_ev~§my was helpless and confused, suffered great losses in men

and couirment, and failed in his mission to block or delay the relief of

Khe Sanh.

h, ZExecution: The success of the Pegasus/Lam Son 2074 operation ean
largely be attributed to the detailed planning and preparation that occured
prior to D-NDay. Wevertheless, it was the derring=do of the individual SKY
TROCP™R and the successive levels of command that made the planning look
good, The extensive reconnaissance/surveillance of the AO provided by 1-9
Cev served to locate hard targets for TAC Air, B-52 ARC LIGHISY LZ'ss and-to
proviﬂp information for the divisiom on the overall impact of the terrain,

eather and enemy., Construction of logistical facilities, ammunition storage

areas, road ncts, aircraft and vehicle refuel/rearm points and a Tvpe II C-7A
runway were basicallv ocmpldtc rrior to the initiation of the operatlon. Hwv
9 betwcen the Rock Pile (XD 479558) and L7 Stud was re-opened ensuring a
continuous flow of needed supplies and eouipment to forward elements of the
Division, /fter the initial success of the 34 Bde, the decision was made to
accelcrate the commitment of the remainine forces, By D+6 a total of 11
complete battalisons had been air assaulbted/airlifted into the AO ard 20 bat-
tallons were activelv committed in ground operations, The success of the
initizl battelion air assaults was rapidly exploited bv agpressive comvany .
and even platoon-sized air assaults, all supported by artillerv and air. The
ernenmy, 2lthough well dug-in, well supplied and initially determined to deter
relief of Xhe Sanh, found himself surrounded and had no choice but to retreat
in rowt order back into Laos leaving behind both his dead and much valusble
eguipment strewn over the entire battlefield. The total success of the oper-
ation can be hest measured by the mission accomplishment: In 15 days, the
division had entered the 40, defeated the enemy, relieved Khe Sanh, opened
.Aghwnv 9 and extracted from the assault to assault four days later into the
he-ru wf the NVA bastion in the 4 SUAU Valley. The flexbility, mobility
and affectiveness of the FIRST TEA werc cmfirmed by unparalleled success.
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OPERATION PEGASUS AFTER ACTION REPORT
TAB B INCLOSURE 1

D=DAY 1 APRIL

1st MARINE REGIMENT
1-1 Mar Secure LZ STUD
1st MAR REGT (-) Attacks
WEST FROM CA LU ALONG HWY 9
3d BDE 1 ACD
1-7 BN AIR ASSAULTED
 LZ MIKE
2-7 BN AIR LIFTED TO LZ MIKE
5-7 BN AIR ASSAULTED TO LZ CATES

BDE CP AIR LIFTED TO LZ CATES
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- . W S - S BRI . . A | S A A4 AABIRET
0 -DaAy [ APRIL-
e Hill 881 N =7 (AU ® LZ Stud
%Ozoch 1-( MAr
O Hill 881 S
LZ CATES

- KHE SANH

.

Hill 471 @

@ OLD FRENCH FORT

NEW SF CAMP
CAMP
LANG VEI
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OPTRATTOR FETASUS AFT¥R AGTINN REFORT
TA3 3 INCLOSIRE 2 |
D+ 12 APRIL
lst MARINT REGT
1-1 MAR CONT SCTY LZ STUD
2-1 (=) CONT ATTACK WEST, TWO
CO'S ATR ASSAULT TO L7 RCRIN
2-3 MAR COMT ATTACK WEST
3D BDE 1 ACD
2~7 CAV ATR ASSAULT TO LZ THOR
1~7 CiV CDT OPNS VIC LZ MIKE.
5-7 CAV CDT OPNS VIC 17 CATES
2D BDE L ACD -

BDE CP AIR LIFTED TO CA LU

DECLASSIFIED

A ———

s et L et e s e

gt e L+ e e,

¥s 2 WA AT CEOT S BRSO T T ST

W Ao g




DECLASSIFIED

o ol a Lk ol v it Al el

O+1 2 Apeic

o Hill 881 N ¢ 1LZ Stud

I-1 Mag
© Hill 881 S

LS
€o LL CATES 2g-
5-7 Cav J,’
KHE SANH o i
: H
- wy 9 =° ca L
AN 25 Mae
Hill 471 @ o LZ Mike «™
Vv -7 CAV
e OLD FRENCH FORT o<<_2-7C4v
L2 Tior,

NEW SF CAMP

LANG VEL

@ OLD SF CAMP
LANG VEI

_ ‘g
o
-
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OPERATITN PEGASUS 0P7TIR ACTION REPORT
TAR B THOLOSURE 3

D+ 2 3 APRIL +

1-1 MR CONT SCTY LZ STUD
1s* iR REGT (-) CONT ATT/CK -
WEST ALONG MY 9

3D BDE L ACD
2-7 KTTiCKS WEST FROM L7 THOR
1-7 CCNT OFMN3 VIC L7 MIKE
5-7 COMI' QENS VIC L7 CiTES

2D BDE L iCD
2-5 CiV ATR ASSAULTED TC L7 TOM
2-12 C&V LIRLIFTED T7 1Z STUD
THEN AIR ASSAULTED TO LZ WHARTON
1-5 CAV AIR LTFTED TO LZ WH.RTONM

2D BDE CP ATRLIFTHAD TO LZ WH!RTON
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D+2__ e

o Hill 881 N

O Hill 881 S
€~ & LT CATSS

¥ 5-7CAV

KHE SANH

a

Hill 471 @

« OLD FRENCH PORT g (5 Twse

NEW SF CAMP HAMLET 4 2-7 Cay
LANG VEL 22 CAv
= S OLD SF CAMP P

LANG VEI |2
S LT wiAkTow

/2’5 CAV

S LT TYM

® LZ Stud
t-{ Mae_

& o Lz \\RoRin
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ION PRASNS LFTER CSTTON REPCRT o
TIB B ITCLOBINE A
D+ 3 L APRIL
137 WHETVE REGT
1-1 MR COWT SCTY L7 STUD
157 LR RRAD (=) CONT ATTACK
VEST ALONG WY 9.
3d BDE L ACD
D=7 CAY COWT ATTACK WEST
FROM LZ THOR
17 CAV CONT OFMS VIC 17 MIFR
5-7 CAV CONT CPNS VIO L7 Cavid
2D BDE 1 ACD
1~5 CAV ATTACKS TC SEIZE OLD
FRENCH FCORT
2-12 CAV CDT COFNS VIC 1Z WH/RTON
2-5 CAV CDT OP¥S VIC LZ TOM
26TH MAR REGT |
1-9 MAR ATTACKS SOUTH FRM KNT SANH
TO SETZE HILL 471
26TH M:R REGT (=) COMT™ SCTY KI AMD
OPNS VIC KS
4
%
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‘D_+3 4 Aeric

i-26 MAg
e Hill 881 N ° fzis;'slfa
© Hill 881 S
326 Ma%. e— o LT CATES
T 2N A g
KHE SANH éo LZ {
, oL?
By 2 ® CA LU
b1 uae = < 23 MAR
Hill 471 © 2 Lzz-;hcl(/ﬁ/
« OLD FRENCH FORT Yoz THOR
2-7 CAV
NEW SF CAMP HAMLET
LANG VEL ’R -5 Cav
@ OLD SF CAMP <. ‘ _
LANG VEI K@ L7 wdseT N
p-12 CAV
l‘: LZ TehH
& 4.5 (AV

P
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By
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CFERATION

FEGLIUS [ RPIym wmeste AT
T8 B INCLUSURE 5
D+ L 5 4FRIL
15T MARINE KEQT
1-1 MiR CONT 5CTY 1Z STUD
15T MAR REGT (-) CONT ATTACK WEST
3D BDE 1 ACD
2-7 CAV CONT ATTAGK WEST FROM
L2 THCR
1-7 CAV CONT OPNS FROM LZ MIKR
5-7 CAV CCNT OPNS FROM LZ CATES
2D BDOE 1 ACD
1-5 CAV CONT ATTACK ON FRENCH FORT
2-12 CiV GCONT OPN3 FROM L7 WHARTON
2-5 G4V AIRLIFT TWO CO'S TC LZ WHARTON,
CONT OPN3 FR(M L7 TOM
1ST BDE (;) 1 ACD
BDE (-) ATRLIFIED TO LZ STUD
1-8 CiV ATR ASSAULTED TO LZ SMAPFIR
1-12 CLV AND BDE CP ATRLIFTSD TO
17 SNAFPIR
26™H MARINE REQT
19 MAR COMT OPNS VIO HILL 471

26TH MAR (-) CONT OFNS VIC K3

o
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o Hill 881 N ® L7 Stud
2L Mar t-1 MAr.
e Hill 881 S
3-2 MAn " € o 12 Cates
243 A RAL
<KHE sawn i3
IA‘D WY 9 o CA LU
_gHAR _
Hill 47}g<‘?q Yo lZ Mike < 2-3 WAk
< -7 (Av
e OLD FRENCH FORT™ g7 THog
NEW ST CANP 27 CAV
LANG VEL \
@ 01D SF CAMP t~5 (av
LANG VEI o L7 wHARTON
£ 2-12CAV
"1~ 3 CAV
SLAVIRN.AY S s 2-5CAV
i3t Bog ¢ @
L2 SNA . Ke LZ Tom
PPE e
< ® K 2-5 Cav(-)
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OPERATION PEGISUS [SUTER ACTION REPHHT
T/B B INCLOSURE
D+ 5 6 APRIL

5T MARTHE REGT

1-1 Mak COMT SCTY L2 STUD

2-1 MAR IR A3SSAULTED TC LZ KIWI
2-3 MR CONT ATTACE TO WEST

3D BDE 1 /CD
2~7 CONT ATTACK WEST /LONG WY 9
5~7 CONI' CPNS WEST FRM L7 CATES
1-7 C’V CONT' CPMS WEST FROM LZ MIK®

2D BDE 1 ACD ;
2-12 C.V ATRLIFTSD TO ILI. 471, COMMRNCES
ATTACK 30UTH
1-5 CAV CCNT LTTACK ON FRTNCH FORT, AIR=-
LIFTED TO LZ's WHARTCH AND TOM
2-5 CAV CONT OPNS VIC LZ's WWIRTON LMD
TCM, GIVEN MISSTON OF SEIZING FRENCH FORT

1ST BDE 1 ACD
1-12 CiV CONT ATTLCK WIST OF LZ SNAPFER
1-8 CAV CONT OPNS VIC L7 SVAPPER

26TH M/RINE REQT
1-9 MR ATTACK WEST FROM HILL 471
26th M/R REOT (-) CONT LOCAL CPNS VIC *S

3D ABN TF ( ARVN)
84 th CO 8th BN ATHLTFTED TC K TO LINK UP
WITH 37th ARVN ™ [NCER BN
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o Hill 881 N
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0 Hill 881 §
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KHE SANH _, ¢, 345,1’,'7#(4”‘9 éﬁ@?:;,;: o tZ ReRf
/KP{/ o2 o cA W
L HAL oy
Hill 471 <oz Mike
é-’l—'?ﬂ‘/m Q" 17 Cav

s i-7 CAV
\ -3 Cav

NEW S¥ CAMP
LANG VETL

a OLD SF CAMP

LANG VET ®
L2 LT Waketoy
, 2 Co's 2.5 CAy
<l \g\L‘L SWAbree. (~5 Cav (=)
-y Cav o Lz Tom
2-5 Cav(~)

2 Co's (-5 Cay

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

==l

Sy

OPRRATION PZGSUS JPTHR GOTION WFORT

TAB B LMCLOSU"E 7
D+ 6 7 APRIL

137 WORINT RTOY
1-1 M/R CONT 3CTY LZ STUD
13T MR REGT (=) COMP ATTACK TO WRST

3d BDE 1 /CD
2-7 CONI' ATTLCK WE3T ON MW § 7
57 CLV CONT OPNS WRST Ty 17 O'THS
1-7 CAV COMT OPNS WEST FMi™M 17 MIKE

2d BDE 1 /CD o
2-5 CLV ATR ASSAULTED ™WEN ATT.CKTD WmST
LMD SEIZED FRENCH FORT |
2-12 CiV CONT OPN3I IN KS HiMIET 'Mn VIC
HILL 471
1-5 CAV CONT OPMS VIC L%'s WIWRTON LMD TOM

15T BDE (=) 1 4CD )
1-12 CAV CONT ATTACK W™3T OF L7 SNAPPER
1-8 CAV CONT OPNS VIC LZ SHAPPER

26TH M;RINT REGT '
1-9 M'R CONT ATTACK WEST OF RILL 471
26th MR (-) CONT OPNS ViC KS

3d ABY TF (JRVN)
TF AIRLIFTED FRQ* OUAM TRI TO L7 STUD
&TW BY ATR SSAULTED TC L2 SY¥/KE
6TH BN, 3D BN /ND TF CP ATRLIFTED TO
17 SIM/KE
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Ki-9 4=
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4 * OLD FRENCH FoRp~ O Lz Tuog
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LAN VET v
@ OLD SF camp /ﬁ
LANG VEYI A-ycnav
N /_,.7_mu}u SNApPER OL2 wnprey
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OFFTT N PRACSUS LFTER LOTION DUPORT
TiB B INCLSUTE 8
D+ 7 8 APRIL

15T MARTE EaT
1-1 MAR CONT SCTY LZ STID

1ST ¥ R BEGT (-) CONT ATTACK WEST

3D BDE 1 ACD

5-7 CAV CCMT OPNS W33T FRM LZ CATES,
CCCUPT™D HIGH ~=ROUNTT ENT OF KS

1~7 CONT OPNS w=37 FRCY L7 MIKD

2-7 CLV CONT fTT.CK WEST EFFRCTED LINK UP

WITH 26TH M PINTS 57 KS
BDE CP AIRLIFTED TD KS

2D BDE 1 /ACD

1-5 G.V CONT OPNS VIO L7's WHARTON AMD T(M
2-5 CAV COMT OPNS VIC FRENCH FRT
2-12 CAV SONT OPNS VIC FRmNCH FMIT K3 H/MLRT

AND HILL 471
15T BDE 1 ACD

1-8 CONT COPNS VIC L7 SMiPFER

ol 34
»))“,‘l T'T?.

1-12 CAV T°WT ATTICK W L7

26TH MARIVS REGT

1-0 MiR CONT ATTACK WWST HILL 471
26th MR RECT (=) CONT OPNS VIC KS AMD WNW

B R e N BSOS

Eo

B SR <Ly

B e e R R e g o R

T I I 51 ¢

OF KS r
3D ABN TF (/RVN) "

Sth BN CONT OPNS VIC L7 SMKE

Gth BN CDT ATTACK NW LZ SNAKE ,

3D BN CUT ATTACK ¥ L2 SNAKR
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26 MR C-) By
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/-5 maHill 471 ©
<=
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Lz SWAREC HWY 9
70 AW 7TF

TO LY mukE g 273 MAR

. -7 Csv
« OLD FRENCH FORT ©OLL THOL

KHE SANH 2-5 cav 2-7 cav

S OLD SF CAMP
LANG VET
O L2 WHARTOW
-5 CAY &)
(42 caVA; -
O L2 SNAPPER
¥ /g cav <O L2 Tom
' 20 -S4V
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OPERATTON PEGLSUS [ FT™R ACTION QEPCRT

TL/B B INCLOSURE 9

18T MARTYE RECT
1-1 M. GOV SCTY LZ 3TUD
lst MiR RWET (=) COMT OPNS WRST

34 BDE 1 iCD
5~7 C/V COMT OFNS OF HITH GROIMD =M% OF KS
2~7 CAV CONT OPNS VIC WS AMD 17 TH'R
1-7 CALV CONT OFNS WHST OF L2 MIKE

2D BODE 1 ACD :
1-5 CLV GONT OFNS VIC L7's WH/RTON /M TO
2~5 C.V CONT OPNS VIC FRWMCH FORT
2-12 CAV CCNT QOPNS VIC HILL 471 AND KS HMLET

1ST BDE 1 ACD .
1-12 CAV CONT ATTACK W OF L7 SMAFTWD
1-8 CAV COMT CTN3 VIC L7 SNAPPTR AMD WEST OF
L7 SNAFFER

26TH MARIMY REGT
1-9 MAR COI'T ATT/CK W OF HILL 471
3-26 MiR CONT OPNS VIC HILL 881 (S)
1~26 MiR GONT CPNS N OF KS
26 MiR (~) ATTACKED WEST FRCM KS

3D ABN TF (4RVN)
8th BN CCNT OPNS VIC LZ SNAKE
6th BN CONT ATTLCK W OF L7 SYN/KE
3D BN CONT ATTACK W OF LZ SN/KE
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CPURATION PURGASUS JFTTROACTICN REPORT

T/B B INCLOSURE 10
D+ 9 10 /PIL

1st MARINE REGT
1-1 M/R CONT SCTY L7 STUD
15T 1G5 REGT (-) CONT OPNS WES™ OF € LU

3D BDE 1 ACD
5.7 C.LV COMT QPMS IN HIGY (ROFIM “NT OF KS
2-7 CiV CONT (PMS T KS WITH 1 00 AT 1Z THM
1~-7 CONT CPNS WiW LZ MIKE

2D RDE 1 /LCD
1-5 CAV CONT OPN3 VIC L7's WH/RTOM /NN TOM
2-5 C/¥ CONT OF!S VIC FRRNCH FCRT
2-12 CAV €OWT OPMNS VIC HILL 471 AND KS MMLET

1ST BDE 1 ACD :
1-~12 CiV ATTACKED 4D SEIZED CLD SF CAMP
1-8 CAV CCU'T OFNS VIC LZ SYAPPTR AND WFST
OF L7 SNAPPIR

26th MARINE REST
1-9 MAR CONT ATT:CK WREST OF HILL 471
3-26 MR CONT OPNS VIC HTLL 881 (S)
1-26 MAR CONT OFNS N OF kS
26 M/R REGT (~) CONT ATTiCK ¥ OF K5

3D ABN TF
8th BN COMT SOTY L2 SNAKE
6th BN COMT ATT CK NW OF L7 SNAKW
3D BN COMT ATTACK ™ OF L7 SNAKE
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Extract from Address by LTG John J. Tolson, CG, XVIII Airborne Corps
and Fort Bragg, to the Michigan Aeronautics and Space Association, Detroit,
Michigan, 14 September 1968: s

S e * %

" To me, the real pinnacle of air_inobile operations in Vietnam was
reached in the 1st Cavalry Division's relief of the Khe Sanh Combat Base
this past April. This operation, which was called Pegasus, will go down
in history as a military classic, with firepower and mobility joined on a
scale never witnessed before. As you n{ay remember, from 21 January ’
until 1 April, over 13, 000 tons of bombs were dropped by our Air Force in
the vicinity of Khe Sanh and the Marines had fired over 105, 000 rounds of
artillery in its defense. In other words, firepower by itself had already
made a tremendous contribution to the defense of Khe Sanh. But still the
enemy was present and active. The Marines could even see trenches being
dug up to their perimeter. :

"In early March, I was given the mission to plan a deliberate operation
to relieve Khe Sanh. My instructions were simple:

'"(1) Relieve Khe Sanh Combat Base.

"(2) Open Highway 9, the road leading into Khe Sanh from the
coast,

"(3) Destroy the enemy within the area,

"In order to accomplish my mission, in addition to the 1lst Cavalry
‘Division, I was given control of two Marine regiments, including the one at
Khe Sanh, and their supporting artillery, Marine engineers and Navy seabees.
We were part of a great force that also included South Vietnamese airborne
and ranger units, Marine air and U. S. Air Force tactical and strategic
elements. B

"D-Day was set for 1 April. On D-minus 6, cur Air Cavalry Squadron,
.the Division's scouting force, started reconnaissance operations. The Air
Cavalry Squadron gradually extended its reconnaissance in increasing
concentric circles up to Khe Sanh, working at all times with Air CAP from
the 7th Air Force or the 1st Marine Air Wing and with ample support from
SAC with B-52 strikes. Thus, the reconnaissance established enemy locations,
antiaircraft positions, and strong points that we would try to avoid in our
initial assaults and obviously in the selection of our landing zones. As was
' always the case, the support given by the Air Force and Marine Tactical
Aircraft was superb, and particularly with assistance of our helicopter scout
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ships pinpointing targets, a very close relationship existed with the fighter
pilots. The work of this pre-D-Day reconnaissance force was so effective

that in the subsequent assaults of three brigades of the lst Cav and the ARVN

Airborne Task Force, not a single chopper was hit by ground fire -- a real
achievement! ' '

"On D-Day, 1 April, we air assaulted one brigade on the high ground
controlling Route 9 into Khe Sanh, and at the same time a Marine regiment
with engineers started toward Khe Sanh repairing the road and bridges.
Everything went like clockwork, and by 8 April (D~Day plus 7), we had air
assaulted two more brigades and the ARVN Airborne Task Force of three
battalions.

"By this time, we had linked up with the Marines at Khe Sanh. We
had established commanding positions, all within mutual artillery support
of each other, on the high ground overlooking the whole area of Khe Sanh
proper. It was obvious that the NVA was well emplaced and deployed to
defend against a conventional attack up the highway toward Khe Sanh. The
important thing is that, with our air assaults, we had rapidly encircled the
enemy and he was just simply overwhelmed with our mass of troops and
firepower, artillery and air. We used 53 strikes by SAC B-52s starting on
D-minus 6 and continuing through the two weeks of this operation. In
addition, we had all the close air support we could use from the 7th Air
Force and the 1st Marine Air Wing. Between the B~52 bombardment and
the massiveness and lightning=-like thrusts of our airmobile operation, the
immediate resistance in the area adjacent to the Khe Sanh complex never
had a chance to succeed.

"The relief of Khe Sanh Combat Base, Operation Pegasus, was the
dream come true for a combat commander. Cur casualties were
comparatively light, and the victory.will be remembered not so much for
the skirmishes that were fought, but for the battles that were not. All
eyes were focused on this magnificent allied force as it pressed the fight
that was to have decided the war in General Giap's favor. The Dien Bien
Phu of the sixties never developed because of its gallant action. "
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ﬁ—o\‘ & NAVSO 5216/5 (7-66) S/N 0104.904.1760 i
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
AK/RBT/ jdm
Memorandum DATE -
vie DEC 2 3 1968
FROM : Deputy Chief of Staff (Manpower)

TO : Ajsistant Chief of Staff, G-3

SUBJECT : Historical Monograph: “The Battle of Khe Sanh, April
1967 ~ April 1968

Ref: (a) CMC 1ltr AO3D-rem of TDec68 (S&C #S~807 373)

1. 1In reply to reference (a), the following comments concerning
the subject Monograph are furnished:

a. On page 151 of the document, the statement is made that
“"closely correlated with the enemy's retrograde movement (i,e.
in March 1968) was the large influx of refugees into the KSCB."
In actuality, the large influx of refugees (Vietnamese and Bru
tribesmen and CIDG, etc.) into KSCB and adjacent villages began
on 23 January 1968. During the period 23 ~ 28 January 1968,
1,050 Vietnamese with their families, plus the Bru Tribal leaders
and their families, were air-evacuated from Khe Sanh to Danang
and then onward to Quang Tri City. Subsequently, some 1,800 Bru -
tribesmen and their families completed a march from Khe Sanh to
Cam Lo via the Ba Long Valley to escape the fighting. An addition-
al 3,000 (plus) Bru attempted to walk to Cam Lo from Khe Sanh in
about March 1968 but were prevented from doing so by the NVA. It
is apparently these 3,000 Bru to which the Monograph refers in the
statement (P. 151) “During the journey, however, the North Vietnamese
intercepted large numbers of the....etc." :

b. Captain James G. COLLINS, 093027, USMC, now of the 5th
Marine Division, was the 3d Marine Division G-5 Civic Action Officer
for the Khe Sanh Area from 1 December 1967 to 20 April 1968. He
also had collateral duties as the Regimental S-5/Regimental PsyWar
Officer for the 26th Marine Regiment and used KSCB as his base of
operations to accomplish his duties. For further details and clar-
ification of the information reported on page 151, it is suggested
that a copy of the subject document be forwarded to Captain COLLINS
for comment.

2. The above information was furnished by LtCol R. B. THOMPSON,
060990, USMC former Assistant Chief of Staff, G-5, 3d Marine Division
who returned from WestPac 16 October 196€8.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Beg&t?ﬂéhiefwef~stsff“TManpower)
Assistant Chief of Staff,. G 3

l. . P e «m‘-ww-& $a T e

fﬂiabqrical Motiograph: " The Battle of xﬁ Sanh, April
1967 -.April 1968 ,

——Refs__ (a) CMC ltr AO3ID-rem of 7Decs8. (S&C. #5-807. 373) .

i ot o AN .
1. 1In reply to ro rénce . (a), the following comments cOncerning
the subject uonograph &ﬁquurﬁished- ‘

a. On ﬁage 151 of the document,\the statement is made that

“closely c¢orrelated with the enemy's.retrograde movement {i.e.
in Merch 1868) was the large influx of refugees into the KSCB."

. In actuality, the large influx of refugees (Vimtnmamese and Bru
tribesmen and CIDG, etc.) into KSCB and adjacent willages began

o on 23 January 1968. During the period 23 - 28 January 1968,
1,050 Vietnamese with their families, plus the Bru Tribal “ieaders
and their families, were air-evacuated from Khe Sanh to Davgj
and then onward to Quang Tri City, Subsequently, some 1, 800'»va,
tribesmen and their families completed a merch from Khe Sanh to ™
Cam Lo via the Ba Long Valley to escape the fighting. An addition-"%& .-
-ai 3,000 (plus) Bru atiaempted to walk to Cam Lo from Khe Sanh in N
about March-1968 but were prevented from doing so by the WVA. It - =~ R
is apparently these 3,000 Bru to which the Monograph refers in the .
statement (P. 151) “During the journey, however, the North Vletnamese ”
intercepted large numhers of the....etc." .

b. Captain James G. GGLExKS, 093027 USMC, now. of the Sth

Marine Division, was the 3@ Mapine Division G~5 Civic Action Officer

" for the Khe Sanh Area from'l Dedember 1967 to 20 April 1968. Heé.
also had collateral duties gs the Regimental S=5/Regimental Psywar.

~ Officer for the 26th Marine Regiment and used KSCB as his base of
operations to accomplisgh his 'duties. For further details and clar-
ification of the information reported on page 151, it is suggested
that a copy of thelsubject doc?ment be forwarded to Captain COLLINS
for comment. 4

,3‘ . - R —

2. The above 1n£o tion was furnished by LtCol R. B. THQMPSON~y!",

- 060990, USMC formey -Agsistant
- Whe returned from ﬁ,@ nt Chief of Staff, G-5, 3

stPac 16 October 1968

- He NICKERSON; JR..
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i e O imemnt OEC 231968 -
~._ Deputy Chléi of Staff (Ranpowur) : _ S

\ﬁggistant Chief of Staff, G-3

Hlatggical Monograﬁhs “ﬁhe Battle of . Khe Sanh, April
L 1987 ~quril 1968 : , .

Ref: ea) oMC 1Er A03D~remraf 7Dec68 es&c ﬁ6r807 3731,¢;~

RS repf§\to regerence (a), tﬁé“follawing comments—ccncerning
'the suhuect Honqgraph are fuxnxaggé:

De .

L

—
B On page 151" nf ‘the document, the statement is made that

“closely correlated with the enémy's retrograde movement. (i.e.

in March 1968) was the 1arge\inf1ux<cf refugees.into the KSCB."

In actuality, the’ large influx of refugees- {(Vietnamese and Bru

tribagmen and CIDG,. etc.). into KSCB and adjacsat villages began.

. on 23 January 1948, - During the period 23 - 28 January 1968,

— . 1,050 Vietnamese with their families, plus the Bru Tribal. leaders

and their families, were air~evacuat¢d from Rhe Sanh to. agnang o

and then onward to Quang Tri City.  Subsequéntiy;—some 1 809 Bru

tribesmen and their families-completed a march’ from Khé Sanh to~ RN

Cam Lo via the Ba Long Valley to\gscape the fighting. An,addition-
al 3,000 (plus) Bru attampted to walk to Cam Lo from Khe Sanh in
about March 1968 but were prevented from doing so by the NVA, It -
is apparently these 3,000 Bru to which Eha\yonograph refers in the
statement (P. 151) "During the journey, howqur, the North Vietnamese
intercepted large numbers of the....etc.” ’*\\K\ .

b. Captain-James G. COLLINS, 093027, USMC, now of the S5th
Marine Division, was the 3d Marine Division G~5 Civic Adeidn Officer . .
for the Khe Sanh Area from 1 December 19267 to 20 -April 1968. He
also had collateral duties as the Regimental S-5/Regimental PsyWar
Officer for the 26th Marine Regiment and used KSCB as his.bmse-of
operations to accomplish his duties,  For further details and clar= " .
ification of the information reported om page 151, it is suggested ,%”b e
that a copy of the subject document be forwarded to’ Captain CO&QI&& .
for comment, _ o o ‘ T Acs;:~

2. The above information was fuinished by LtCol R. B. TBQNP$6N,‘ ) e
. 060990, USMC former Assistant Chief of Staff, G-5, 34 Mariﬁe\Division N
_who returned from WestPac 16 October 1968 - a."‘ , ~
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SUBJSCT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJI3-32)(K.1)

Ve bneny Situation Yrior to Operation PEGASUS

(1) General

(2) Since Januar'y 1968, the encry had attemnted to is~
oLa.uo the Khe Sznh Combat Base, Movement of .Luenclly' troops outeide ftheir
perimcier viye becams haz.ﬂ.rdou at all times, The enemy rr’f"“c*d control of

rucii of the high c)rc und arownd KSCB and could bring eflective mc‘"f sy gnd
artillery fire upon the base at any tim The only overland resumnly voute,
Highway 9, had been interdicted by the enemy and had onrn ulo'e" From the
noCK PILE L2 XD 9856) to KHP SANH foreing a1l resupply o be ucde by air,
Heavy anti-aireralt fire frecuently resiricled supply missions, aspecielly
during veriods of low vieibility, ILANG VEI SPECIAL FORCES CAMP (480 XD 7€35),
the only obstacle denying the encay use of Route 9 from the wesit, was over-
mm by the enemy on 7 February, thus leaving an excellent epproach route
frem the west inte t}c Combat Base at Khe Sanh, Trenches hu& been cornctructed
Iren Reute 9 to the perimeter wire of the base, and reports: of Tumeling
activit ty, urclkr the bese itself, were reporited, -(SUBSE&VUEE\TT INVESTIGATION

Or THE BATCISFICID PROVED THE RETORTS Ol" TUGRLLING TO BE WRWHG, )

(b) The enemy had been ohserved construeting weapsns
positlues in prenaration for an assault against Kho Sanh Combat Base, Heavy
concentrations of mortar and rockes po.amonu, anti~aircraft and automatic
weapons positions, and strong points were sighted ‘o the north, south, and
west, According o various intelligence reporis and counter-bi tx‘cry raday
rea.d:‘m 5, the CO ROC Mountain Arca, located to the southwerd, vicinity 480

Iul had becore 2 major supply and artillery base, Attacks by fire
amvngt Ehe Sonbowere @ daily occurrence with a record of 1,300 rounds
{estinate) being received on 23 February, Although shelling ccutinued, the
nuber of »mds received in a day began to taper off in the week pmor to
Operaticr. PEGASUS,, :

(¢) Bvidence of the enemy buidduy was also indicated by
&n increase in’lhe aumver of Intelligence reports and sightngs of eneny
arvillery and ampor in the Khe Sanh arca, One retwrnee stated that in Dec-

ember 19 67, he had seen 20 artillery paeces being towed on & read in LAOS
“only a few niles frem the RV border., fMnother individual stated that in .
Februery 1563, he 'had seen approximately 170 vehicles on }LL,g-,...my 9, agsin,
only & Tew miles from the berder, On 21 Febr'm.ry, an aerial obcerver
sighted seli-propelled artillery north of Khe Senh, and on 25 February, on
alreraft engaged three J«.ll—p ropelled artillery r'uz.u northwest ol 503,
On 3 Morch, an asrial observer sighted a large mobile gun with a. tube approx-
:Lr“a.toly 30 feet long mounted on a tracked-vehicle. On that sams day, a

TR-4C .. was identified by an imagery interrreter, On 18 March,
aarvtrl}:cs reportedly destroyed ten occupied 57m anta.-a.:.rcr:u{, po.,lt.Lon
only a fcw mllcs southwest of Khe Sanh Combat Base.
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vontat Uperations After Action Repert (HCS: FACJI3=22) (¥ 1)

() Strenzth

corbalb Late occurred With the moveront of the 303: N VA
erber 19407, into an arsa thot hed norually been hc AQ o7 one or pos
o regiments of u}wc 2250 LVA Divicion., This brought the total enermy
“force in the vicinity of khe Sanh to 15 to 20 thousand men in two MNVA
divisions and one to “hrce armor batbtalions, Attacks by fire against the
base increascd, and new wearons positions ond anti-zircraft sites appeared
on 2 daily basis as the 0‘1‘:’,7“;‘}' surrounded Xhe Sanh, !‘zn attack appeared
er@nent, and only aftor elements of the 29th Regivenbt, 325C Divis
cent to UL, during the Battle of Eue City, did the ouestion arise as to
the cnemy's real intentions in trhis crea.

(b) Heavy bofandrent from B-521g, Tac &dn, and "*".:,llery
besen Lo take thelr toll as the enemy build-up continued., Refugees frem -
the DRU tribe reported seeing hundreds of NVA bhedies iittering 2 hi:.loidv9
as a result of these stries, [Irecuent probes that often mgu:scd in heavy
contact were made sgainst ithe periveter wire of KSCB, also producing marn V3
eneny casualties, .Lnuelh;once zgtinates prior to uhc initiation of Over-
ation PEGASUS revealed that approximately 14,000 NVA, including 16 mancuver

oabuahma, rerained in the area, (See para 12g)

(3) Disposition., Enemy wiits surrounded the combat base
with regimental-size elements on at least three sides, The bulk of thc
204th NVA Division was voun.w_oncd To the south and southeast, The 101D
Heginent, 3256 NVA Division » was bellieved to be located to the west of
K3CB, and the 95C Regiment, 325(2 NVA Division was carried to the north and
northwiest of the friendly installation. Numerous &uomgmcc epcrts
fixcd artillery positions to thce north and south of Khe Sanh, The 68th

r’o:.llcry Regiment, 304th NVA Division, was believed to be located in tho
south in support of its division, while olements of the 164th Artillery
Regiment were considered to be in the north, in support of the 325C NVA
Division, The armored element was unlocated, but was probam.y somevhera

to the west of Lang Vblo .

¢, Situation During Opcration PHCASUS

(1) General. Oneration PEGASUS oen.n on 31030“‘ Harch 6
with exbremely light opoosition as Free Wordd Military Armed Forces (F \II»;AI‘)
moved frem Ca Lu elong Highway ¢ toward the Khe Sanh Combat Base.  %ho '
operation evidently caught the enemy by surprise as large caches of wWoa- .
pors and supplies were found in relatively insecure aveas. Encmy oppoci~
tion vas disorganized, and coordination betwecn the enemy infentry wunits
and their support elements (artillery, rockets, momauzm9 ete, ) was viriu-
ally non-exdstent. Intensity of attacks by .Li ra in the Khe Sanh basze do-
clined as the enemy withdrew, The gpeed of the withdrawal was apparen’
by the large nunver of eneny bedics and weapon.. found
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(: Sr ieont Centaets, Contacts mt“n enemy wnits vere
Chmnc?'m*iz"" bar s .‘fmsey engoaaments with what anreared to
e rTondinipg ro 5 April, the Ist Bp, 9th Marincs
became invelvad : L3 conbach of the operation. This cccurr~
cd afber the Harines e asturad H;;ll 471, Incated three kilometers smulh

of K&CB, althourh :
assault of the m...”? Bl I

counter-attoci by vna
(;-Lh Dns, 66Lh u(,,"éuq 508
‘[th bav..lry engaged se usd-gi
ucuth of the base and ¥ilied ;" WV, On 6 Ap
Bn, with the aid of an artillery F‘:{?.d ai

cawrted for 30 ereny KIA during the
rines cownted 122 meore MNVA kilied
L rad o have been elenants of the
A Divigion, On thal same dayn tha
i-size grovps of eneny Iuriher
il the 37th ARKVN Ranger.
ck, produced 70 NVA XIA,
ged an unknowm-~size enemy
force in heavy centach that resulbed in 4% NVA ldlled, On 8 April, the
3d ARVN &irbtome Task Force came undoy a heavy grownd attack frem on

Also en 6 April, the 20 Bn, 26%h Marines enge

-

.. estimated balalien-size foree, Eighly NVA wers Xilled, The only olher

major centact that occurred durdng Oneration FRGASUS was on 14 .'\.pf.:.l
when ¢lerments of the 24 Bq 25%h Marines assaulfed Iﬂll 383 North and
‘encountercd on r>s“lﬂmas.~m.1 VA batbalion, Artillery and tacticzl air
surported the atiacking u:?_nes in a contact that cost tho enemy 108 dead
and one BVA priscner fron the §th I:’z-"wmm«*x Bn (nrobably the £th Bn,
2¢th Regt, 325C Div), (See npara 22.7) . .

%b

(3). jﬂl"%t;rs::‘m.,h ant: Disposibicn.

' (e) hs the opc eration Jrarz\v sed '.) it becmue evident that
the 30Lth NVA Div wes The Cf“lj division renmel » in the Khe Sanh arce,
%he 5250 Divisicn had wi mmm m dmmedistely ’m’fom the initieticn of the
< o;:,;o_z‘xbn_gn,._ x’x-,‘..iaimr “of War ecapiured rom the 304%h Division and from
c' ronts of the 3R5C Division indicated that the 325C Dlvza.,.wn had moved

- ihe ua.“h bui there wos no agrecrent among -the prisomers ac to its
dcut_._nat on, The individucls captuved frem the 250 Diw. sion apparently

hed been left in the area as gul ides and filler persennel for the ,»OALL,..._Q

a

(b) One P¥ a.p*'ur\,u from the 0th Independent Bn stoted
that his unit had beon attached to the 29th Hegime ‘*‘.";ﬁ 325C Divisicn. The
priconer sald bis batlalion repained in the area vhen the 7th and 9th Bus
‘went to Hue, Ardecunent captured on L Anpil .;.dm't Med the 34 Co, ¥th B.".
29th Regt, east of Kne Sgnli, thus, .,mec-;-mu the prisoners Statbrv nte

- (¢) Eleven of vhe 21 indivi duals mterroge:“c-cd, idont-
if9ed elements of throe vegimendts of the 304%4h Division, The remaining
prisoners were either Trom wills thal could nod ba iu ther identifed with
puccnb orgaizations, or were from traini units that had recently beeon
sent into Sonth Vw‘tm.m as reulacerents, fiements of the 20hth Division,
thne 33Cth Division, and the Lth Division were each identified by one
prisoney, vitlle the 308th Division was ideniified

by two prisoncTs. These

10

U@Nu’"wi'ﬁ}\ﬁ ;
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individuales were prohably trained by the mcn‘clued oz.vz.s:.ons and then
gent south as rr*:'.ecc*»antu.

d, Epermy Situaticn at the Completion of Operation FEGASUS
Although the total eneny strength in the arcd was 1’cdaced br the movement
of the 325C Uivision out of the PEGASUS 4O, the arrival of replacencnt
persamel aetually produced an incresse in the suprengbhs of the wndits
wvithin the 304th Pivision, Considering the enexy confirred losses of
1,325 men and the displecement of the 325C Division, against the iaput
of rep,'!_acerﬂent the total enemy sirength in the oporatlmal arsa t.t
the campletion oi‘ FEGASUS was eu’o.u.m;,er“ to be 10 350 NVA,

e, In'belligence Gained
(1) 325C NVA Division
. (a) Thne 325C NVA Division had moved south frem the
Khe Sanh area to the B.3 Front (II C71Z), Its withdrawal from the arss

began about cne week before the initiation of Operation PEGASUS,

(o) The 8th Bn, 29%n Regt, 325C Div, which hed been

located in the Khe Sanh area as a vart of the 3250 Division. ‘is now Lo-

Lieved to be an independent batialion operating . betwsen KCSB and Ca Ly,
The 29th Regt, 325C Div, which is located west of Hue, is bslieved to
contain three battalions: the 7tk and $th Bns, and a new Q‘bh Bn w}uch
infiltrated from North Vlemmn in early January 1968,

(9) 304th NVA Division :

(a) Onm ths» basis of decuments and interrogation v
reports, the 24th Regt, 304th Div, which had been carried near Hue, is
now believed to be located in the XKhe Sanh arvea. (AL least two bps
of the 24th Regl did participate in the Battle of Huej but apparently
returned to uhc ihe Sanh area sometime in late rebim“y or March.)

(o) Although the 57th Regt is organic tc the 304th
Div, accomng to wit history, only cnhe prisoner (from a trensporiation
group) stated that the 57th Regt was subordinate to the BOL,oh Div, He
stated that the 304th Div contzined four regiments: the . 24th, 57ih,
and 64th, However, none of the 11 priseners captuped r*om Lhe 30417 Div
stated that the 57th Regt was an element of the diwvision, Although the
57th is still carried on the.enemy order of battle as subordinate to the
30kth Div, its status is guestionable, If it is subordinate te the 3C4th
Div, it is either a fourth _Lni‘antxy regiment, or 11; is also known as (AKA)
’che 21+th Re{;r,, .

(¢) Five priscners gave unit designatiens that were

il
ﬁ,\
u‘ thmr\']ﬁ I/
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ck

ither different from the known order of battle or else recogniszed as-
treining divisions Iecated-in North Vietnam, Although infiltration
wibers for o 23 are net kmown, it is believed that two battalion-
size "‘"m‘"q Srom the _JO“ Ton DlV‘ and uo.»si Zy one battalion-gize group
rorn the 320Uh Piv came into the Khe Ssnh avea to supply replacements

o Tthe ,3uff“ch Uiv, ' ‘

I~ l*) (., ]

{2) {«fr, n*"‘thr,r Reg ‘,Mﬁo Docwants picked op
FThe Sarh arsa identified the 78th Ar w.llcv'y Repgi. NVA owder o
indicaies vhis wall vyme suboxx ..14'1'560 CO uﬂf‘ _,‘“.5 NVA GZ.;LL,...:O?' -]'.i' ;
Nerth Vietnas, lmJ is tne first indication of the (b‘é,n Artilic
in South Vietna

(L) Andi-direraft Artillery. Numerous reports emnating
from vhe ©he Senh arca concerning NVA use of AM weapons - Here recelved

before Operation PEGASUS began, 4lthoush pilots claimed 1o have ccen alwr

bursts and imagery interpreters revealed -AlL weapons and emplace
the arez,; no conilimation of the _presence of thege weapons was
6 April, “n that doy Co C, 1st Ba, 12th Cav discovered ocne pa
destroyed 57wa AL plece and 200 prounds of 57w ammuniticn, This weapon
was produced ) 33.* mc 50\,‘?'“ Un:'_on and was the flrst 57rom AAL weavon cap~

. {5) ;‘».17:10::",, Arror nad been ac :
since 7 Februwery when siven Pi=78 tanks wers desd
inated Infentry/Armor o essanlt on the Lgng Vei Spe ci
though  amier was used in direct supnory of this atitack. *>1r=7‘a was & lagk

of The coordinated uze of sruwor el ther in & direct or general sum ‘O“L
role during O*s ration rBGASUS. Armor elementes evaded cmu,act with FWMAR

wiive threoughoub ithe orer"'uozn, Sever a;, tenks were sighted and enzeged,

t

but enly one is imow: Lo have be@n destroyed during the operaiion,:

9, (U) Miss:.on“ Provisional Corps Vi etn&m, reinforced by Republic of
Vietnam Apmed xcrm:«., Pask Force, attacked %o open Highway 9 from Ca Ld

.rc.;t <o Kho Senh Caniob o@c; 3ink up with. MCBn and destroy enmiy forces
ia the noxthwest Vnrum of Lhe PCV zone, :

10, (U) Concept of Cperaticns

&
&,
U",j

: a, 2d Marine Pivision initie lecepbion plan w lounching
an attack at 3006C0H Harcn 68, generally north toward the IMZ along the
Gio Linh Coastal Plains northeast of Dong Ha (IF EiILO)o '

. st Cav D:Lv (4. fs:‘obela)(m_m‘orwd) e.utwwed o 1 ‘mr:x.l 1968,

in c\.ordmat. LO”'L with the 3d ARV Aon TF, in a coulbmed growmd and. helie
bormné operation, o ciear and open Iu,gh"‘ ay 9 from Ca Iu wést to Khe Sanh-

KR

Combat Base and bo chtl‘oy the enemy cenfronting the base

11, (U) Execuu.xcs Inclosure 1

F\,/Rs rmmu—r:u armn
.5 A ot ’\gﬂ,yﬂ

o L mu\J 1,';\.
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A B

AVIT-H
SUBJECT:

Carbix {1 v ddenhifiod) 18
Lr.uscr ( h\a further identiried 2

Soviet ”6.2. 3
Flél:(_‘ﬁ- t).LQ u‘]l ¥ t.:j‘f
Sniver Rifies it furihe hifie

CIndividual ieapcens (ot brelon dowm

Total - 555 Co2
) 4

Crew Served Veapans o - Gavtured - Bostr y’*d
U.S. M-60 Hachine muy -z o -
Machine gpun cal 0’50 - , ‘ 7 8
Hachine zua eal 450 5
rD u...v,t:*u Hachinz sw 29

Light ¥ozhine gus Qiot further identified) &
Heovy Machine Gun 12, Tmn 3
Rockes Lavacher 2,550 ‘ 2 : 2
Rockes Launcher BPG-2 {(B-40) 23
Rocket Lowicher HPG-7 (B-41) : 2
Reoilless Rifle 5o 2 -
Rocoilless 3ifle SCum R 1
Recoilless Rifle 104m ' el
Recoilless Rifle (Not further identified) 1
Hortar &60m . 4
Hortar &2rm - b 10
Morcar LM,IZ in ’ 5
Hortar Tube (Lou further identified) b 1
Crew Served Weapons (Hot broken down) al,

Total = 174 33

Anti~Adrcraft Avidllery

Antimfdrerelt Ariillery 12,7rm 2

Tohal 2 0
Venieles . . : _ Caniured Destroved ‘
Tenic PT~76 ‘ 1
Trucks 3 &
One~-Quacteyr Ton 2
Troilers 4
Bus (Civilian Type) 3

Bicycles 3
Motor Scooler L
- "
' mmnqmn A e :

*;,, S ‘m/ta..u\}lu
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AVIISE
SUBJECT ¢

Armaundtdon

Cal .30
Cal .30 Carvine
7. 62rm
C&l .1;.5
Cal ,50
lp-o?ffm

Sraall Arms (Hob broken dowm,

1-79

3.5in

B-l,0

90mm RR

Rockets (Not further idm

60rrn tortar
Slmm lortar
&2rm Mortar

105rm Arty

155t - Arty

Mines, grenades.
& Claymores

T
Equipment and Supplics

Gas Masks
Canned Foods =
Radios :

Cihicom

LiVA

NO'tu S)e ('C'J‘.' d
FJ.Cld Phones

Us

Not Specified
Antenna (RC-292)
"Packs (NVA)
Yess Kits :
Ficks and Shovels. -
Ruober CBR Suit
Rodio ilepair Kits
Ice Chest :

270 Cases plus

ﬁ\r\nfpr\{-\ r-sl—\-z:w _'-/']
S

bbu\m thu\ Yl

- LI X At . I P
Combat Operati-ns Alter Aclicn deneyd

~ N
Contured
2ERIUECE

2 Cases plus 2.:",,’ LY

: 1\)\“\# .

2o ey
\)-ZA-, L. /U

5,0G0
140 Cases plus  &,515
! l’ "{10(\

3, /)"~

L Coses plus 1,49
3 Pallets

6,888

1 Crete plus . 3,180

Captursd

1ba

58,

B
O

15
@d” Ir p?ﬁﬁrr*-r\:ri
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t&vh Co, 2d Brn, -1st
&th Independent

SO
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MACT=22 1 (E-1)

, En

Strengths in AQ Befors and After FPEGASUS

v \‘,“A" 7n
B Vg2

30Lth NVA Div
HQ and Su-port

Sth Regt
lst In L
24 En
5d bn &

24th Regt
Lth Bn

~ 5th Bn
&th Bn

6éth Arty Regt
325C 1V4 Div
HQ and Sunpord
101D Rezb
st Bn

24 Zn
2d Bn

1,700

(350)
(350)

T G550)

1,700
(350)
(/)O)
(350)

5,200
1,450

1,700
(350)
(350)
a350)

et
G

XD 2230
~( -
~Go=

~do~

Vic Hue
(O
~Jo=-

. =loe-

D a323
WO
Qe

9231
~Com-

Y

([ )

O
Unlogated
% of The Sanh
~C0w-

D 7838
~do-

i7

Q)mﬁfﬂﬁm”=“r~
(\ﬁ H\Jb & os ::..,ﬁ

NGTE - LOCATICN

(1&50) :
1,200

XD 7239

3

~G O

XD 70L5

i
e

-

" Vic Long Vel
(o
-0
=C0-~

5 of Knv Sanh
R e b
=0~

CO=

Vic Xhe Sanh

Unicecated

Unlocated

Unlocated

o~

F

ddvhhh.
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- 95C Rezt 1,700 B 7Ls Unlocated

Lth Bn (;50) XD gni2 Unlocated

5%h Pn (350) D 35k6 - Unlocated

6th Bn (350) XD 7oLy Unlocated
eth Bn, 20th Regt 350 . Khe Sanh L 350 Wof Calm
Tnidentified . .+ UNK Long Vei - . WK  Looso

Arnor Regt (=)

ot2l Before PZGASUS Total After PEGASUS

304th NVA Div  -.7,750 304th NVA Div. - 10,000
325C - VA Div - 5,200 | &th Bn, 29th Regb - 350

164th Arty Regb - 1,200

st e s g - o e o

Total 14,150 . Total 10,350
13.. (FOUC) administrative Motterss
3. Supply

(1) On 28 February 1968, the HQ, meV Forward Joint Stalf
flanning Group was established, with reorcsentation by the Office of ACofS
G, YACY ruwu, Logistical feasibility studies were completed, together with
logistical supnort concepts and plans for the forthecming campaign, to in-
clude Operation PEGASUS, '

(2) On 16 and 17 Mareh 1968, the Office of the ACof‘S Gh
ey, conducted a logistical pla.nmng conference ineidental to Oxaevamoa
PLG‘“‘US The conference was atbended a\r rn,preqoncdtzvcs of the fellewing

orgun::_zai;ioma. 1II YMarine Amphibious rorces Force Logistics Corznand,
Danang; 26th General Support Groun of the J Se Army Support Comsand,
Danzngs; Force Logistics Suppert Group A; lst Cav Div (Airmobile; 10ist
Abn Div; and the 3d Marine Div,

\b_) The privary objective of the plamning confepence

was to i‘omdatc a corept of logistical sugport for Operation PEGASUS, to

include delineation. of wesumely reculrements for forces to be supported,
(b) The conferees determined that the operation was

feasible from a logistical standpoint, but only vith uninterrupied use

ot boute 9, and prestockage of five: \)) days of supply (DOS), all clq S80S,

in the vicinity of Ca Lu, the site of the Forward Support Arca and 1LZ STUD,

(¢) Logistical supnort for Operation PEGASUS was a joint
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afort, coomiinated by ITI MAF, us mr‘ U.S. ‘xm Supnort Corrmand, Fleet
ot Covand, and Naoval Suppert Activity assetds, enlminating in a
o and responcive logisticald s \;noz't Vstpm, Supplysuprort for
' on was te coue foom the ISA established in the vicinity ef
54 vias operated by U3, Aymy Support Cormand, Dg»,nanc, with
persanel ond equipmont azugmentation provided by Fleet mf;LoulCS Contm
mand. GO—.LOCL,-\;CQ with the Ca In FSA was the Aor.rf;m Support Element
(FSE) established by the 1t Cav Div (i), The logistical support con~
cept weas promulgated in the PCV Cperaticn Plan 1-68,

{3} Cn 21 March, the Ca Lu FSA yas established and pre-
stockage, all classes, was set at 5515 STCNS, On 31 Mare chy &0 percent ..
of the prestockage objective was achieved and nowmal resupoly of the :
attacking forces bepan on L1 april, Dailly re sanp-y requirements wore
1133 SIS, Stockage levels proved (_decguﬁ-‘oc to meet 211 cperabtional
requirements, and c;.‘plo:ment of the presiock concep? ; z‘cu.tly a.C.Ll.Ltu.tGd
the operation, particularly during ils initial s‘tugu~, Supr)iwe;w Ty
provided from two major supply points, rLSG.B, Dong Hn, a suoom_maue
element of FIC, Danang, and the Logistic Over The Shore . (LOTS) si to,
ectabliched ab lundor Beach on 4 March, Operation of the ICTS site
vas a joint effort employing the assets of the: 150* Tranisportation Bn
(Tx,nunal) a uubordm'wta c]_emen'b of UBASUPCGH, Dannang, and the 625

Supply and Sexvice Company, a subordinate olement of the 26th General

«l“l("

Support Group., “mployrent of the LCTS concept materially enhanced the
ol H"\T’

supply posture for northern I CT4 (ICTZ),

k]

(L) An informel cross service agreemsni was achieved
on armwiltion resupply before the commencement of tha operation, This
agreement not only facilitated bookhkecping, but assired the commanders .
of continued armwiition support in the event heavy uon'bacﬁ should cause
a severe drawdown of cne service's stocks,

(5 ) Initial drawdow on stocks at Khe Sanh Combat Base
through consumpticn and restriction of r\,uun;ﬂy, corveenced on 9 Ap"tj_
Howewe r, the Ca Lu m);‘ remained the primary logistical installation in
support of Operation FEGASUS, . .

(6) Flect Logistics Command assumed responsibility for
the operation of the Ca Lu FSA subsequent to ihe termination of Operation
' PEGASUS, .'

b. Trangportation
‘ (1) -The Ca Lu FSA was nrestocked and regupnls.cd Prd -
rarily via Route 9, employing the transportation ascels of tha 57th

Transportation Bn (Truck), augmented by transportation truck asseis
belenging to FLC, Danang, :

\,?PQD“"" "'t‘ql
i
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(2) On' call acrial resupply was available for resupply
sunport of Operation PEGASUS; however, wninterrupted use of Route 9
negated thris requirement,

(3) During the early es
Senh Combat Base continued to be resupnlied
4pril, the first uI"uCl" convoy provided resw

=y
ot
fay
4]

o operation the Khe
by airs ! Aawcver, on 15
only to the base,

’(n
il

¢, Cormunicaiions

, (1) Positive commumnications were requlred from Lz STUD
to the Khe Sanh Combat Base, as well as to Camp Evans and Phu Bai, once
the 1 Cav Div (A) assumed OFCON of the 26th Marine Regi., Vodee circuits
into KSCB were routed over the AN/TRC-97 tropospheric scatter system to
the Hue-Fhu Bai ares and were then trancferred to the high capacity
tropo system between Hue and Khe Sanh,

- {2) Upon ‘c,em_’_na'tiop of Operation PEGASUS, the Marinc
AH/TC~97 terminals were left in place bub retumed to ¥ arine corbrol,
fhey were then used for intemal control by ithe 3d Marine Division. The
Army ecwipment uced in the operation was retwrned to the 63d Signal Bn
centingency assels for use in subsequent operations,

(3) Careful prior plzmnizwgg thorousiy t:oo:f'd-}.z:a'tio“g7 and
matual cooperation on the i art of signal stafis of III MAF, POV, isi Cav
Siv (A1) and the oc.ri‘oma.ncc of elements of the 63d Signal Bn, a-»\t S g
nal BErieade (STRL“'COA) cembined to score a unicue comnmumications success
and contributed ‘i‘.o the favoravle outcaue of the operati 0‘1.,

d, HMedical Service B ' ;
(1) Tield EZvacuation Procedurcs
(<.) The evecuation of patient’ from the field nicle

up sites to the clearing stations was accomplished by heliconter. el
different ccnc:z.gh were used - depending on the service.

» . (b) The 1lst Cav Div (AM) ubilized organic air ambu-
lonces for 21l field pick-ups, These air ambulsnces also provided field
pick-ups for the ARVN Abn TF,

(e) The lst larine Regt detailed two helicopters for

the specific mission of evacuating casualu:a.cu., By doing so, they utilized
~ o -

a system similiar to that of the 1 Cav Div (&), These helicopters woere

posilticned at the composite Regimental Add Statiom for immediate dispatch

. ¥
<

to the f eld pick-up site,

(d) The 26th Marine Regt utilized nomaal aviabion

20
(TS =ann g
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. s 3 . | .
':uopor"c, of the 3d Mar Div to malke ficld pick-ups,  They did not use heli-
cuniars SpPCIJ..LC..IlJ detniled for air evacuati on, but utilized any heli-
copuer aveilable in the area,

(2} Initial Modieal Treatment Facilitico

{a) Clearing stations or comparable facilities wore used
cxcbens "Vf*lj s the initial tresiment facilily in the chain of evaecuatien
during this operation., This diifers somevhat from other operations, wherc
casualiics were- often evacuated from the field directly to & hospital.

. ) (b) T’ﬂc 1st Cav Div (AH) had two clearing stations loc~
ated at 14 SYUD, Mearly. all patients were evacuated from the field pick-up
es tc one of thesc two clearing .wo.t;LO‘w,

o L
s

c!—

4]
o

{(¢) The lst Marine Regl utilized o compositc Regimental
ALQ Station and atiached medical support team, This gawe it & ecapscity
sirilizr bo on Ammy clearing station. This facility was located at Ca In

and nrovided inmitial urhutﬁmt for personnel of the lst Marine Regt,

(@) The 26Lh Marine Reght was supported by Co C (- )
3d ied .Bn, ¢ Lar Div, This undit's iac.;.lluy was lecaied at Fhe Sanh &ud
was corparchle Lo an Ay clearing station, Initial treatment was provided
prior © evocuation, Also co N..ul,rod a part of the initial treatnment fac~
i1t es uul-.iu 4 by the llarines was D Co, 3d Med Bn, 3d Mor Div, in Dong Ha,
This unit oo & groater capability ihan does an Army clearing station, Co
D was aw,,_.ucc o provide emerpency resuscitation and as a colleci;mp point
Tor paticnie being cvacuated soubh by Tixed wing aireraft.

(e)  The ABWN Abn TF employed & sursical ueam,, located
at Li 070D, in close proximity Yo the 1 C"m v (&) clearing staiions,
This temn prov:.dcu initial tx ca.t,‘.eut to the ARVH personnel vrior to fm her

evacuution,

(3) Evacuation and Hosp ta,l.."atwn

(a) U,S. Ay personnel were largely evacuated from the
clearming stations by Dus Lo.ﬁ " f'Cl.lC')puL ambulance to the 18th Surgical
Hospital, Cuang Tri, .Scme patients were evacuated directly to the 22
1 1"‘,'.,c 11 Hospital, Phu Bai,

(b) The ARV Abn TF persomnel were evacuated from the
surgical team facility by “"bustoff" and U.S, Adr Force fized wing %o the
Nguyen Tri Phong Sua‘o:z.cn ..o"ﬂ.tg 1, Hue, “ome of the more seriously wound-
ed were evacuated to the Province Hospital, Cuang Tri

(¢) Harine perscmnel belenging to both the 1st Marine

21 _
Ay a.’z’ m”\qh \
DONEIRTA A
\JV\J JL/}-W\,}'

'«'«v‘“:;
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Regimen® end the 26th Marine Pesiment were evacuated frea b Depinental

Aid Station and Co C te "Delta ¥ed" {Co D, 3d Med Ban) in “'onf~ Ha, Prem
there they were evacuated by fixed wing a.lrcmf‘c to the 3d zied Ba {-), in
Phu Bai, where delfinitive care was c\,nm, A few personnel of the ist
Herine Regb went directly to C Co, Lst Med Bu, Phu Bai,

(4) Evaluation

. (a) Although serarste systems wore used for various
clements, there Was little duplication of effor ‘L Provis:mno ware mado
Jer Joint utildzation of evacuation and treatmont facilitices When Ne¢e3se
itated by the workloead or in the he zt interssis of the pabiend

, (b) There was some discdvantage to Mardine porconacl
because oi‘ the locaticn of the 3d Med Bn (-—) in P hu-Bai, This mads the
chain of evacuation to surgical treatment quite long, This situgtion will
be eliminatcd when the 3d l.cd Bn (- ) moves to Quang Tri

joloey

Yo (U) ,,nux.neer’ Effort

a. Hnginesr operations prior to, and during Opcm“o“z PEGASUS
were fCCHoGQ tovard the acccmplichment of three major missionz: consiruc—
tion of the I'UL/FLA abt LZ STUD with the supporting C-123 airfields oncn-
ing and I‘OutO;JIl& Houte 9 from the vicinity of Ca Iu to KSCB: and direcl’
support of infantry elsments in combined ground and heliborne operations

.. b, Ingineer suprort for the cperciion wzz provided by elomenis
of the U.b, \mm*, Havy ond Merines, Respensibility for coowdinaticn o -
the engineer mission wvas assigned to the Divislon Engineer, 1 Cav Div (4M)
with the major censtruction effoxrt being provided by the Navy and Marine

cronte, Clo‘ combat supmort was provided for tactical onerations by
the Sth Ingr Bn and clww.n‘cu of the 3d Mar Div,. :

7

hrwent of the fom-rard support base and airfield

-
<l PeRS Y
oi‘ Route 9 to Khe Samh were difficult enwh.cor
s % . or the suecesg of Operatlon PEGASUS, They viers
accempiizhed by & cowoir \.aticn of the militery engineer forces of threc
services and mp:‘ewnt o ’r, tanding achievement in interservice toam-

ek,

) "Ii ’H”\’=rmv,=7n,
LUW uw -

\‘\\

A .uum .
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15, (FIC) Commander's Apaiy.is

&, Oseration FOGACUS wes o highly productive inte roen wrice uwaderiaking
of Lihe utmest rc:qu*zar:j"i”“ ~en wd LY o’*uct of a a gL order of leozmwerk,
‘This teantork, invelving zr:““, \nrme, Air Force, Nevy Senbeos. and Hawy

lopistics elencniv, reansd venelibs in termms of a cross fusicn of ideas and
experiences - nerticularly in the re2lm of aitmobile toctics and tecknirsucs.

b, The opsration iocused atteruicn on the need for gxtensive low lovel
recomaissince Lo develop the situstion in an arec charccterized by wuneaviain
intelligence, As an example: the assauli plan could not be 1irza1‘ zed untii
reconnaissance had revealed acceptable avproach routes, landing zoncs, aund
the location of cneny enti-aircralt cmrlocenents,

ideal example of the synchronizaticn of massive
i ort, and artillery firepower, with ground
maneuver; a l Laaod on det pre-planning and fire sunport cooxdination,
,centrahzed md the Cor...na.ndi-x g General, 1lst Cavalry Divisicn (Adrmcbile),
ible to achieve selectivity, flexibility,

responsivenf;:-ss and a se.nu‘c.wcn cfTect a5 decired, This ce L.ac:z.uyp coupled
with speed ol execution made possible by a,mno1>1hﬁy, proved to be decisive -~
disrupting the encmy's coinesiveness and control,

d, The opcratv on vas made vrossible by imesinative logistical supnert,
The devcloment of the logistics base at 1d S5TUD enabled the stiacking
clements to be 811’0“...10&. by helicovter frem this base wibil dighway 9 coal&
be oponed fo:x.\..m of STUD, '

s T
i

e, The decepticn plan, iwplemented by the Comanding General; 3d Marine
Division, was exceedingly well executed and d‘ﬁ?leal"s to have been successiul
in confusing, if not deceiving, the enemy as to our true intentions,

£, In addition, the overaticn was conducted in an aura of inlenso
vress interest which defied stringent control end which resulted in detailed
reporting of intelligence., Huch of this 3.nfomatmn was of value to ihe
€nery,

FOR THE CGALANDL R°

YL
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SECRET

position to oversee the base and reinforce if the need arose.

The. /ﬂ&n@ A g, T h,?.*<)

Gensequently, thecensuing battlé thére-did-not-even Haveam
e | )

of fiedal-name, | i

The Hill Fights

s i e o vt g b A O S b B it ot |

On the morning of 24 April 1967, approximately 30 men from

" the 2d Platoon, Company B, 1/9 along with an 8lmm mortar section,

md@ed from the Khe Sanh Combat Base to Hill 700, a ridgeline
roughlyx3?000 meters northwest of thé airstrip.  Their mission
was to pro&ide supporting fire, if needed, for tpe two remaining
platoons of Coﬁpany B which were conducting a swgep through a

suspected enemy cave complex north of Hill 861, Once the mortars

were in position, First Lieutenant Phillip H. Sauer took . four

‘men, including a forward obsérver (FO), a radioman, and two

riflemen for security, and headed for the top of Hill 861 to
establish an observation post (OP)O\VQS‘the teaﬁ approached a

bamboo thicket some 200 meters from the‘crest of the hill, it

. \\ .
was ambushed, The point man, a scant five“meters from the opening
\
fusillade, was immediately cut down and the obher rifleman was

hY

also killed. Lieutenant Sauer quickly ordered his.men to pull

back, then stood firing at the enemy with his pistol to cover

( ) 1Ibid.

SECRET

12

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

P o)

the withdrawal., That was the last time he was seen alive. A
fourth member of the team, the radioman, was also hit and
killed; only the FO managed to escape. Although the fire fight
1asted but a few minutes and, on the surface, appeared to be
just another small unit encounter, it triggered one of the
bloodiest and hardest-fought battles of the war. The '"Hill
Fights'" had begun.( )

Even after the lone survivor of the ambush on Hill 861
returned, the Marines of the 2d Platoon did not know how large
a force was between them and the rest of Company B. In an
attempt to recover the bodies of their comrades and determine
the size of the énemy unit, several men from the 2d Platoon
moved up to the area of contact but were halted by heavy éniper
and small arms fire. Finally, the platoon commander, Second
Lieutenant Thomas G. King, took nine men and returned to the
ambush site. Moving cautiously through the heavy elephant
grass, they found two bodies but saw no sign of the NVA. Popping
a smoke grenade, Lieutenant King guided an H-34 helicopter in

to evacuate the bodies but its wheels had no sooner touched the

( ) 3d Marines Khe Sanh AAR, 9 June 1967, pp. 13, 14 (S); In-
terview with SSgt Leon R, Burns, USMC, dtd 12 May 1967, No.

993 (Oral History Collection, HistBr, HQMC) (S); Interview with
2dLt Thomas G. King, USMC, dtd 12 May 1967, No. 994 (Oral
History Collection, HistBr, HQMC)(S).

13
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ground when the entire crest of Hill 861 (approximately 300
meters in width) erupted in a hail of heavy automatic weapons
and small arms fire., Lieutenant King and his men dropped to
the ground unscathed but the chopper took 35‘hits in a matter
of seconds. The only thing that saved the H-34 from destruction
was its escort--two UH-1E (Huey) gunships which swooped down and
raked the hilltop with their machine guns., As the enemy fire
slackened, the H-34 lumbered into the air while Lieutenant
King and his men scurried down the slope to a friendlier en-
vironment. There was at least a reinforced company entrenched
on the top of that hillo( ‘

While the mortars on Hill 700 and the heavier artillery
at KSCB shelled the enemy positions, the lst and 3d Platoons
of Company B were directed to abandon their original mission,
wheel to the southwest and hit the NVA from the rear. They
were roughly 2,000 meters north of their new objective. The
company (-) had moved only about 300 meters on the new line of
march when it, too, walked into a hornet's nest. The point

squad had just moved down the reverse slope of a small knoll

() 3d Marines Khe Sanh AAR, 9 June 1967, pp. 13, 14 (S); In-
terview with 2dLt Thomas G. King, USMC, dtd 12 May 1967, No.
994 (Oral History Collection, HistBr, HQMC) (S).
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GENERAL OFFICERS

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

ON ACTIVE DUTY

DF-wiw
3 Oct 1968

GENERAL DUTY ASSIGNMENT LTD
CHAPMAN Leonard F Jr Commandant of the Marine Corps
LIEUTENANT GENERALS
WALT Lewis W Assistant Commandant of the

Marine Corps (1/68) 6/67
BUSE Henry W Jr CG FMFPac 6/68
CUSHMAN Robert E Jr CG II1I MAF (6/67) 3/67 )

WEEDE Richard G CG FMFLant/CG IT MEF 7767
NICKERSON Herman Jr Dir Pers/Dep CofS (Manpower)

. (1/68) 11/67
VAN RYZIN William.J Chief of Staff HQMC 6/68
FIELDS Lewis J CG MarCorDev and Educ .Comd, .

Quant 7/68

THARIN Frank C Dep’ CofS (Plans and Programs)

HQMC (9/68) 8/68

MAJOR GENERALS

LEEK Frederick E
TYLER Paul R
ROBERTSHAW Louis B
TOMPKINS Rathvon McC
FONTANA Paul J
MASTERS John H
BOWMAN George S Jr
YOUNDALE Carl A

SIMPSON Ormond R

BT PP 144 NSO ST T DI 0 . e L
B E Lt R

ADep GCofS (Plans) HQMC
QMGMC HQMC (3/65)

Insp Gen MC HQMC (7/68)
DepComdr IIT MAF (5/68)
DepComdr FﬁFPac/CG V MEF
Dep CofS CINCLANT
MCLnOff OP-09M CNO

CG 1st MarDiv

CG MCRDep PISGC
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MAJOR GENERALS DUTY ASSIGNMENT LID
ANDERSON Norman J DepComdr FMFLant 7/68
MCCUTCHEON Keith B Dep CofS (Air) HQMC 6/66
JONES William K DepDirPers HQMC 1/67
DAVIS Raymond G CG 3d MarDiv (.5/68 ) 3/68
QUILTER Charles J CG 1st MAW 6/68
ELWOOD Hugh M ACofS, J=3 PACOM 8/68
ROBERTSON Donn J CG MCB CamPen/CG 4th MarDiv

Hq Nucleus 7/68
ENGLISH Lowell E CG MCRDep San Diego 2/67
THRASH William G COMCAB West/CG MCAS El1 Toro 2/67
CARL Marion E CG 24 MAW (8/68) 5/66
ADAMS Arthur H CG 3d MAW 6/68
METZGER Louis Dep CofS (RD&S), HQMC 2/68
PLATT Jonas M ACofS, G~1 HQMC (3/68) 1/67
DRAKE Clifford B DepComdr XXIV Corps Vietnam 5/68
ROBINSON Wallace H Jr CG MCSA Phila (3/66) 3/64
OWENS Robert G Jr ACofS, G-3 HQMC 1/68
ANDERSON Earl E CofS IITI MAF 12/67
RYAN Michael P Dep Educ/Dir Educ Cntr (6/68) with

additional duties as Dir Command

and Staff College MCDEC Quant 6/67
CHAISSON, John R Spl Asst to the Dep CofS (P&P)

HQMC (9/68). 7/68
WHEELER Edwin B CG 2d MarDiv (11/67) with additional

duties as CG MCB Cam Lej (9/68) 9/66
BRIlGADIER_ .GENERALS'
VAN STOCKU'M Ronald R (Ret) Navy Dept Bd Dec & Meds 8/67 |
HUTCHINSON Homer G Jr DepDir, Plans, .J-5, STRICOM 9/68
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BRIGADIER GENERALS -

BANNING Virgil W
GARRETSON Frank E
DOOLEY George E
FULLER Regan
PEATROSS . Oscar F
HERBOLD Jﬁmes E Jr
SAWYER Webb D
KELLER Robert P
ARMSTRONG ‘Alan J
AXTELL. George C

WEBSTER George D

FEELEY James A Jr

LAHUE .Foster C
WIDDECKE Charles F
WILSON Louis H
MCLAUGHLIN John N
GLICK Jacob E
WILLIAMS John E
FAIRBURN Robert R

LAWRENCE James T

HILL Homer S

DUTY ASSIGNMENT

Dep Spt/CG MCB MCDEC Quant

ADC 3d MarDiv

ADep CofS (Programs) HQMC

CG ForTrpsPac/CG MCB 29Palms
Dir Mgt Analysis Gru HQMC (5/67)
CG MCSC Barstow

Dep ACofS G-3 HQMC

CG 4th MAW/CG MARTC Glenview (6/68)

DepDev/DirDevCntr, MCDEC, Quant
ACofS G-4 HQMC (2/68)

DepComdr FMFPac (Fwd) (8/68)
TAD for about 30 days dur Oct

Enroute for du as CG FLC EDA
17 Oct 1968

CG ForTrpsLant/4th MEB

Dir Marine Corps Reserve, HQMC
CofS FMFPac

Dir COC USMACV (6/68)

Dep Dir for Commands/Areas J-3 JCS
CG 9th MAB (8/68)

CG MCSC Albany

DepAsst to the Secretary
(Legislative Affairs) DOD (6/67)

AWC 1lst MAW

TR FR T ST R A 5, e g s

LTD
9/68
8/68

9/66

10/66

6/66

11/67

4/68
5/68
2/68

11/66

4/68

e
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B e

POvEN Ty

£ T
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BRIGADIER GENERALS DUTY ASSIGNMENT LTD
DOYLE Edward J Chief, Middle East, Africa and

So Asia Div, Plans & Policy

Directorate (J-5) JCS 12/67
DULACKI Leo J CG 5th MarDiv (9/68) 6/68
OLSON Harry C CG ForLogComd FMFPac During Oct68

enroute MCSA, Phila for du as CG~

EDA: 24Nov68 9/67
HOFFMAN Carl W ADC 1lst MarDiv (8/68) 1/68
JOHNSON William G Asst Dep CofS (Air) HQMC 1/68
HISE Henry W AWC 1st MAW 2/68
SIMMONS Edwin H ‘Dep Fiscal Dir HQMC (8/67) 8/66
CARNEY Robert B Jr Enroute to 3d MarDiv for du as

: ADC EDA: 1Nov68

POGGEMEYER Herman Jr. Dep ACofS G-4 HQMC 3/68
CHIP William C Sick, USNH Bethesda (Ward T-14) 9/68
SPANJER Ralph H Dep Asst Dir Plans, Prog & Systems,

Defense Supply Agency 9/67
CONLEY Robert F COMCAB East /CG MCAS CherPt 8/68
HAYNES Fred E Jr Legislative Asst to CMC HQMC (8/68) 12/67
SNODDY Lawrence F Jr Asst Dir Pers, HQMC (7/68) 7/67

Attending: Adv Mgt Prog,

Harvard Univ (9/68-12/68)
DWYER Ross T Jr ADC 1st MarDiv (8/68) 6/68
HOUGHTON Kenneth J Dep ACofS G-1 HQMC (8/68) 3/68
FEGAN Joseph C Jr Enroute for du as ADC 2d MarDiv

' EDA: 11 Oct 1968

BROWN Leslie E Dep J-3 USEUCOM 8/68
HUBBARD Jay W Dir of Information HQMC . 10/68
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AVIELTE
SUBJECT: Combat Opomtions Ac‘éer

(1) Attachods

Astlon Roport (ACS: MAGJ3-32) (7-1)

- 559th Engr Dot (Torrain)

172d mr’“ D\Ju
5524 Tb CQ { CAR

(2) Arca Sumom‘..s
634 Signal Bn

gu‘w.’litma)
)\-) ‘

Aviation Co. (va)
Co 4, 50Lth MP Zn.

b, Provisional Corpo Viotnam Amuom

, H}ﬂ% Corpo Artdl Ll ory
108%n Arty G (=)

24 m,, %th Aty (175 Cun)

8th B, 4th drey

(175 G} (-) S

Lot Ba,. Lhth Lty (AW)(GSM )

. B‘bmy G, 654n Ar‘w
‘é; 156 Cavalry Divzﬂ.s.lo:a
(1) 1stBa

N iz .‘F.‘n Sth Cav

1st Bng 12tk Cav
24 Ba, 19uy Avty
B Bwy‘, 1ot Ba, 30tk Ay

(&ib)i (=X
(AlmabiL

o) f‘5§3 )
‘) 'Lw;;:v

- 4 0o, 8th Bage rp (DS} . LR
4 .-‘2 Sqds, 25th Iny Plag. (Seout &af":ﬁ)

w0 Doty Patluu,dor S
2 o . Bat, B Ca, 524 nf (.hRP) T

P T, ES‘GESgB*‘a

‘I}a, IFH/CT, 1926t fﬁ sz o
T3, 24580 PSYGRS Co. . .
S5th Weathor S
Plag, 5&5@& Iﬁ’ Co
FSE :

Tin

tell

2y

B:..o. o
ot Ba) 5t Gay
B*n,,:;m av
B2, 12t4 G

LN
Y
I

H
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Combat Cmerations After Action Remcrt (BC3: 73004~

st Pr, 77%h drbe (105 How) 053 .
A Btry, lst Fn, 20th ‘r*y (3‘»~ o)
B Co, Cth Engr O (U5

Sed, ~bm nf Plat (ucjut Dm

Det, Patnfinder

DCh E Co, 52d Inf (L‘u)

Tay l)tiﬂ 3ig Bn Z_‘ e
o, I“'I/L,I 1015t HI Det R
T, 2 BSYOPS Co

T, 5th 'ue&tuor Sedn
Dlat oLoth P Co

TR

.{3) 3d Bde

‘1st Ba, 7th Cav

24 Ba, Tth Cav

5th By, 7th Cev '

Ist Bn, 21st Arty (105 How)(DS)

C Biry, 1st Bn, 30th Arty (15%. hm:)

C Co, 8th .&::.gr Bn (D3)
2 Sqds, 3hth Inf Plat (bcout Dof_,s) '

Det, Pathfl der -0 . L
Det, E Co, £2d Ind (LRP) i
"Tm, 13th Sig Ba. . ‘

Tm, IPU/CI, 191st MI Det o

Tm, 245th PSYOPS Co

T, 5th Weather Sedn

Plat,. 545th MP Co

(4) 1st Marine Regiment

1st Bn_, Ist Marines
24 Bn, lst Marines
2d Bn, 3d Marines ‘
lst Bn, 1lthe Marine Art.y (‘?em)(Db)
3~105 Btrys
1-155 Bgry
1=l,21 Mortar Biry g ‘ S
2=Plat Tanks (on call)(3€ Mar Div)
1-Plat, AT Co.(ONTOS)(3d Far Div)
-Co A («),.1st Engr Bn (let Mar Div)
Co A (- ) lst Shore Pariy Bn (1st Har D;_v\
1-Shore Paxrty (3d Mar Div). - .- L
Co A ( ), 1st ho'toz- Lran.,port- Bn (Lst M’ar Dn.v)

3
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SUBJECT s

Combat Operations After Action Rsport (RCS: MACJI3-32)(K~1) -

(5)

(6)

(7

)

(\ﬂ.ﬂmﬂ,‘ r’)f\f&li‘m "~ f‘ ]
\.\J\JU\}U ULJ\_:N\} U v

26th Marine Regirent

lot Bn, 26th Marines v
2d Bn, 26th Marines S T
3d Bn, 26th liarines : -
1ist Bn, ¢th Harines
FOB 3
let Ba, 13th Marine Avty (Rv:m)(DS)
3=«105 Birys
1-155 B‘tz—y :
14, 2" Moxtar Biry
Co A (~), 24 AT Bn (O“TOQ)
Plat, Co B, 3d Tank Ea.
Co B, 3d Reecon Ba .
Coordination:
37%h ARVN Ranger Ep

Bivision ’\rtillex'y

hHB 1 Cav Liv (unﬂcbtlr) vty
2q Bn:, 20th Arty (ARA)(CS)
1st Bn, 30th ﬂz*by («) (153 How){(GS)
A Btry, 1st Ba, £3¢ Acty (89){GSR)-
B Btry, lst Bn, &€3d Arty (8")(GSR)
1st Bn, Ahth Arty (AY)(GSR)(zobotion .of borys)
G Btryg 65th Arty (1155)(GSR) (;otat:.on of sccs)
éth Bn, 334 Arty (105 er) (GSR) .

Divigicn Troops

HEC (-), 1 Cav Div (zhrmob::.le) ,
2d Bn, Oth Cav v
1st Bn, 9th Cav

2th Ingr Bn (~)

11th Avn Gp .k
Dot (~), S5th Vcather Sndn A
13th Sig Bn (=~) . .

sh5th MP Co (-)

371st RR Co

191 HI Det (=)

Co D (=), 52d In? (m.P)

124th ClL Plat

Mth MH Det.

Coordmation' o |
3d ARWN Iu.rbome Task Force L
' u

’a-\ -~ 'mwn”‘\ ”QF\QQ"J

k«‘JWM\N Uu‘wd\) ¥ o

F ———
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SUZJECT:

To

Combat Operations After Actiun Report (RSC: MACJI3-32)(K~1)

d,

[ﬁ\f\\nqranrﬁ P RERn A
Lt it Ju’u.aW s

3d ARVIY Abnt Bn -
6th ARVN Abn Bn
' cft’“). ARVN ’xt)n Bn

G Firy, 1st Bn, 30th Arty (10-32 4pr) (DS)

(9) Enguwcr T&uk Force
Cormand & Control h.»ement 8‘0‘1 Engr Bn ‘,
11lth bnf’l Bn, Jo eIy .
Naw Mobile Con: )Lruqtz.on En 5

Task Force KILO (3(1 Har D3 V‘)

T HQ
2d Bn, 4th lMarines

" 3d Sqdn, 5th Cav (=) (usa)

Q,

a,

C- Co, 24 Bp, 34th Armer
‘Co 4, 1st Bn, )O2a Awn (101 Abn Div)
Coordination: '
" 1st Bn, 2d ARWN Regt

3d Bn, lst ARVI Regt .

Supperting Forces

7th Air Foreo
7th Fleet
1ot Marine Adr Wing
U.S. Army Supnort Comnand, DaNang
Force Logistics Command, Dallang
Naval Support Activity, Dallang
1st ARVN ALC, Dallang
&7th Medical -

18th Surgical Hospitrl

22d  Surgical ho.;f)l al - .

573st Med Dot (Air mwr..lonca)
NSA Hespitel, Dalang . .

3d Marine Med Bn (- )

Co B; 1st larine Med bBn

Co C ; 18t Marine led Bn

Nguyen TRI PHONG Station Hospital, HUE
holing J.AN General Hosmto.l DaNr_,ng o

(U) Supporting Force

A:t:.llery

(1) Forces: (See Ta i Orgam.z&t...on)

5
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SUBJECT: Ceumbat Operations After Action Répbri (RCS: ZAC3-34)(K~¢)

L

(%) Enpleoyrient and offsciiveness:

(a) Two ‘bhruﬂand Tfour hundred twenty~two (2422) art tillery
fire micsions were Ifired in suprcrt of Operation Puufqug Durs ing the pericd
210800 Maxr - 15050CH Apr, 3}.,5&0 rchd'S w=ro expended in supnort of the op-
eration, Five hamdred sixdiy-thrase (563) missions were obscrved f1ra,

U

(b) One hundred twe (102) tubes of artillery supsoriod
the operaticon from wi uh:m tr,c 1 Cav Div (Airmobila)'s AO vhilec an edditional
39 tubos of LO‘)“T’I howitzer znd 16 tubes of 175w owa c.rtille.ry surcerted freon

cutside the area,

{¢) The lack of a switable read network and Sho Capablllt:r
of the serial supnly systom vere major considerations in Tthe eiployment of
avtillery, ZEven with those limitabtions, 26 battery-size moves vere exccuted
within the 20 quring the course of the cperaticn,

(@) Although the m‘.«rg-an of fire superiority had to erpe
from air cupport, the air-artillery mix was effective,

b, Air Supporis :

aircrafy were {lowm in sypport . of the omeraticil, Is-me‘men of these

were in d:re ¢t supvort of the Xne Sanh Coermbat Base (KSCB) or in the immediate
vicinity, o o

{2) Arelights Pnrtwalve B-52 strilkes, with & total of 269

(::) Toctical Air: Ons thousond six hmdred rentvaTive (1625)
tactical air striltes were delivered by arine, Air Force and Navy aircralt
during the 15 day period, Sorties were [lowvm as ‘follow;,.

(a) Marines S 550
(b) Adir Foree . 463
(c) Navy. : . 436
(d)  Service unimown - 57

Total 1625

-~

(3) Supply of Kke Senhs 4dir Fo*% =123 and C-120 asdrerafld
delivered 843 tons of supplies to Khe Sanh Combst Base by air drop or around
parachuie dolivery dwring the periced 31 Mar -~ 8 Apr, (-1Z3's landsd and ofie
loaded 132 passengers during the period 31 Mar - 4 dpy o The K3GB sipyotrip
vwe.s open Yo all iypes of alrcraft on 9 April, : i

8, () I.telligence:

I f"‘\l’?\,’hf\{r“\‘\'\ut};‘\pva‘n .
g A !
b ard wa\n‘uu,‘u; b
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DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

\7_4____ [

L/\\'\f‘ ‘)—\mn-\r':';nw
It

AVII-MH AFILSIN T RS

SUBJACT; Compat Operatlons After Acticn Report (RCS: MACJI3-32)(K-1)

2. Area of Operaticns

(1) Weather, Trmsitional weather between the Noxtheast and
Southwest Honsoons prevailed aur'r Operation PEGASUS, Low straius and
ground fog characterized the late evenmr' m:d early nmoinlag hours w.u:h cell~
ings to 500 feet and visibility less than 17t piles, Cean{f:x 1ifted
2500 feet and were breken to occasionally scattersd for the zwma;ndc,z' oZ the
day, Vivibilitf at ground levcl was usually five miles during the day,
while haze restricted visibility from the air to four miles, Although pree
cipitation did falil, there was no sigrificant accuwmulation, Tempersture
ranged Ifrom a high oi‘ 98 degrees to a low of 67 degrees, Weather chd nov
.;eriouuly ninder operatisns for a7 period of more than 12 hours

‘ (2) Tervain

‘ (2) Observation and ¥ields of Fire, The umm-cmo*ﬁiu
foresis and the stcep momntaing restriclted observati on and direet fixo and
hindered the registration of indirect fire weapons, The valley L"'o;f;‘a allow
fair observation and Iields of fire excepu for local erosion featurco and tho
dense wndergrowth along strean beds, The rolling hillsc and plains ailow good
observation and airect fire, li.mited anly by occasiona.l dense forests,

- (b) Cover and Concealment, Bota are excellent in the
rugged mountains and in the nulu:x.-.canop,hed forests, ILocal erosional features,
dense wndergrowth along stream beds, and occasional dense forests provide
good cover end concealment.in the rolling h.:.,.l..- and plains,

(¢) Obstacles, Steep slopes and dense undergrowih az
mjox ooq'tacles to moverent in the rugged mountaing, PRivers and stfeans
rvemsin fordable throwghout the year eace epv when channelizod and dumng peﬁ.oda
of abnormal precipitaticn, ‘

(@) Key Terrain, The h:igh growmd along H:Lgnmy 9 and the
terrain overlooking the Khe Sa.nh Combat Base is ‘key tcxrain.

(e} Avenues o:i" Approach, Highwey 9 provides as exeollont
avenue ol movement in an hasi-Vest dircciion for wehicles and heavy couiprent.,
The DA KRONG, *he BAO QUAN, and the QUANG TRI River Valley complex provide
good avenues into and through the arca frem the northwest, oa.si".p and souti-
east, Highway 921, an excellent avenus of movemsnt, and its junction with

.

the AL PON River Valley provide a very good approach i‘rcm the west,

. {f) COross-country Mobilityr, Tis m,xg&od mounbaing and
dense jungle forests vestrict all vehicle movement., Yoot movement 1o gen-
erally restricted to exdsting trails, intormediate vidge lincs, and stromm
beds, Valley floors and the pl:u.n*‘ permit fair to poor movement of tracked
vehicles and poor movement of wheeled vehicles, Iuovemont in the vailey and
an the rolling plains is restriclted by erosion and dense vegetation,

7
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. . d.
KIA
WIA .
(:MIA
Total
' Eneny
KIA
CAPTURED
IND WEAPONS
C/S VEAPQHS
z.
Date POC
5 Apr XD 834347
5 4pr XD 834347
5 Lpr D a,8507
5 &pr XD 848407
5 Apr XD 84,8407
5 4pr XD L0400
6 Apr XD 94.398
7 Apr XD 84839
7 Apr XD 870370
8 Apy XD 775378
8 Apr XD 815383
8 Apr  Khe Sanh
8 Apr Khe Sanh
8 Apr  Khe Sanh
9 Apr XD 810390
10 Apr XD 854364
12 Apr Lang Vei
13 Apr AD 873396
XD 788405

i R

e f(\\"’\’-”!“‘\r‘ar\wm,’ Y. ’
Saiuvd U‘JWU\JGWN@

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Act:.on Report (RGS: MACJ3-32)(K-1)

Friendly Pers onnel Losaca

ARMY MARINES
41 51
207 459
5 0
253 510

Losses Attributed Toz

640 o
6 9

404 69

160 31

Nagzma
LAES

HAT NINH TRANG
DOAN VAN SINi
BUI VAN TINA
HOANG VAN KHOI
HOANG HIEU TOIL
DINH VAN THANG
NINH VAN LIEV
DANG . TUAT .
NGUYEN DAC HOA
BUI VAN BINH

. NGUYEN VAN MAIN
TRINH VAN KHUONG
NGUYEN VAN HOA
NGUYEN VAN HOANG
NGUYEN VAN THANH
HA VAN PHEN.
NGUYEN VAN HAT
LUONG VAK CHUC .
NGUYEN HONG XUY

PANEIR =

fqts

33 125
187 853
o 5
220 G83
260 1304
6 2%
& 557
16 207

Prisoners of Uar Interrogatod Dum.ng PMCASUS

U] ,“ 7

Ich Co, Ton ‘Z‘M wmmo*"ua‘bicn Go
Toh Co,, Suh B‘:;, <u Eogt g%, 3Cs¢h Div
,JCK COg J& Bﬂ,g 3(:\. & "7":.,9 )\Jv(u.s. Lu_v

2d Co, Toh Bn, 66th Rozt, 304th Div
&oh Co, 9th B"lg 66th Rogt, 3040h Div
i2eh Co, 9th Bn, 66th Rogy, 304th Div
11th Co, 3d Bn, 1st Rozt, 304%th Diw
3d Go, 7th Bn, 66th Rogb, 304th Div
I4th Bn, Lth Rogh, LOSth Div

234 Co, %‘bh Apgy Ba, 304th Div

2d Co, &5tk Ba, 24 Rogh, 204th Div
Tth Bny 34 Regt, 304th Div

lle.iéh Ge, 7th Ba, 308th D:x.v

G~

1st Co, 7th By, 3d P.ouwg 30435 Div
11th Go, 3d Ba, 12th Rsgd, 330 Div
7th Co

1st Co, 2d Bm, Ath Regb, Aih Div
6u"1 Cg;. 24 Bup ist chu, 325G Div

r\qc:']n;\

s
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“%ATLFN PVGASUQ
The "Battle of Khe Sanh" began oen 21 January 1968, jast eigznd
days before the enemy launched his TET offc;mivo throughout the
Republic of Vietnam. The North Vietnamecse Army (NVA) forccc,r
vhichi hammered the Khe Sanh Combat Base daily with rocket, mertar,
artillery, smell anms,‘and automatic WQonns'firo, were estimated -

to be 30,000 strong,t Principal Free World Military Armmed Forccs

1

"Wictery at Khe Sanh, Timg Magazine, hsia Edition, Apr. 12,
1968, pe 27.

{Fan ), blﬁChlnﬁ the enemy‘s avenue of agproach inte Qu 08 Tri
Frovince at Khe Sanh, were the 26th Marine Reglmental Landlng
Team ant the Army of V¢etnam (ﬂRVV) 37th Ranger Bacta¢i

Support elenents from the U. S, Army, Navy, and Adir Forge backed

up the Marines and Rangers defending the cembat base.

‘Within hours after the eﬁemy'launchad hig att&c% on fhe b;sééﬂn at
Khe Saah, the U. S. Amy's lst Cavalry Divieics (iirmobile) (1 ACD)
opened its forward command post in the Hue - Phu Bai (480 YD

area, Llements of the 1 ACD had bLuJ inoved -into the L Corpa
Tactical Zome (I CTZ) from the Beng Son {499 BS 8090, ared in the

II vGIyS Tactical Zone (II CTZ), and the hezdquarters b&deﬁ effective,
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under operational coatrel (CFCON) of the III Mowrine Amphibious
Force (III MAF), in its new location at 1200H hours, 22 Jaruary

19682

2 ‘ . ‘
Yeagley, Jack, ¥aj. Liaipen Officer, lst CAV DIV (Aizmobile),
Interview with-~¥ay 1968, ' o

On 25 January, Lieutenant Gencral Robert E. Cuchman Jr,, USMC
Comzmanding General, III ¥AF, directed tho Air Cavalry Divsion
to prepare a ceniingency plan for the reliof and/or reinforcement

of the Khe Sanh bagse.” This action started the chain of events

3
M3G, HC III MAF, dtg 2514287 Jan 68, subject: Contingency
Planning (Fa CG, III MAF to CG, 1 ACD)

that wag la‘ter.tc emérge ag CPERATION ?EGASﬁS. But other eve.n*’r,s;
including the Communist TSP Cffensive (29 Januasy =~ 1L February),
the Baﬁtle of Hue City (3% January -~ 25 Fobruary), the ectablichment
of Headquarters, U. S. Military Assistance Cormand Vietnam, Forward

(MACY FWD) (13 Februar and ibs conversion imto Headeouarters,

LY 2 . > - 5 L=
Provisienal Corps, Vietnam (PCV) (10 March), were to take place belore

‘the opefation became a reality,
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During the month of February and inte early March the 1 ACD
conducted operati-ns in and a;ound the City of Hus and per—
ticipated in d@stroyiné the enemy Yorces west of the wealled
city., In preparation for futwure »perations, III MAF on 14
Tebruary dir@cted that a Marine regiment, crnslcting of three
battalicng, woeuld conduct the Kne Sarh operatien with the 1 ACD.
The 1st Marine Division (1 Mar Div) designated the lst Marine

4.,

Regiment (st Marines) to work with the cavalrymen.?

4
MSG, HO II
MEG, HQ 1

I MAF, dtg 1600382 Har &3 -
MAR DIV, dbg 1609427 Yar 68

i,

Major General John J. Tolson III, Cormznding Gener:sl, 1 ACD, on 2

¥arch briefed General Creighton W. fLbrams, Depuly Commarder, U. S.

Military Assistﬂnce Command Vietnam Forward (DEPCCMUSMACY FWD)

cn his concept of the operation to opem Route 9 inte ¥he Sanh and
relieve the pressure on the surrcunded gabrison. On 4 March,
instructions were issued to begin comstruction on @n airstrip in
ths vieinity of Ca Lu (48Q ¥D 0145) to provide the logistical
flexibilily considered necessary for the opening of Reute €,

III MAT directed fhat construction.be-started'on or about 12

Yarch on an airfield capable of handling U. S. Adr Ferce C7A
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{Caribou) aircraft. The 3d Marire Division (3d Mar D;v)

wns tasked

to provide the necessary secuarity for mcvement of ﬁhe englneer

equipment along Ecute 9 from Deng Ha (480 YD 2461) to Ca Im

The 11th sngineer Battalion, Fleet Marine Force (1lth

and the U. S:o NG.V}' 3‘51" Jl.&-c

Construction thﬁaliom 5 {(34CB

Engr Bn),

5) were

to assist the 8th Enrineer Battalion (Combat) {8th Engr Bn), L
ACD. The s triv was to be exprnied later Lo take C-123 aircrafﬁ.s
>

¥5G, HQ III I'I:".F dig Q

’55

05162 Mar %€, (Fa CG, III MAF

1 4CB, CG, 3 Mar Div, CCGINAVFCRY REP DNG)

A conference was held at IIZI ¥AF headquarters in Da Nang

BU 0880) on % March on the transition of MOV FWD to Prov

Corps Vietnam and the res:

Cavalry Division (Airmebile), the 3d Marine Div

101st Airborme Division (101 Abm Div). which had

1 CTZ were to be OPCCN of

ultant cormand relationships.

PCV., The provisional corps in

was to be OPCCN of IIT MAR.

IIT MAF, dtg 0411282 Mar &3, eubject: Command
o nory Forth Ta nts )
3upport Fo ivﬁsomlﬂ Deployments, (Ma CG, IA AF to DT.

to VG,

{492

isional

The 1lst
izion, and the

just deployed te

tum

m P U ~ > ' N ] )
LTG Cushmen informed General William Westmerelsnd d; Commander

U. 5. Military iseistance Command Vietnam, (COHUS iMACV) General

—_— —————
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Ahyrams, DBEOOMUITIETY, and Lieutenant General William E. Rossen,

Comranding General - designee, PCV, that he intended to task

.

N

the corps, on activaticn, ho ennley the 1 ACD and othar recuired
?

swents of PCV Lo open Route 9 and to cenduct offensive coperations
in the ¥Khe Sanh.arca. The IIX ¥AF com mander now envisicnsd that
eenstruction ef the airstrip at Ca Lu should begin on or about

A o
20 Harcho.

¥3G He ITI MAR, ditg 0816052 Mar €8, (fm CG, III M°F to
Uu SV A N D;, COLUSHACY F4D)

5 . I

. -

Yrovisional Corps Vietnum was actlvate at Phu Bai at L20)H
. v ' x-’_"\

hours, 10 Narch, and LTG Rosson assimed command. In accerdance

B!

th LTG Cushman®s inatructions the 1 ACD was di

.oy
S

a briefing on their plan fo - the construcfi, and secwritr of the
74 strip ot €z Lu. The briefinv was to be pfosen%ed to LIGHs

_Cushman and Rosson at PCY hea douartcms on 12 Marc h.$

ds 2000224 sar 8, (Fm CG, £oV o R, 1 AGD; CG,
C'\ x ?T, . .

Cereral Westmereland and General Abrams arrived st ?CV’heaiquafﬁers‘

o

en 10 March™to receive a brleilnb by uLG Ressen en pla “d operations,

J Pl & o ", a3 e e 3
Cne aspect of the briefing covered the attack to open Route 9 and
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to destroy the eremy forceg arcund the Khe Janh Combat Pase. The

operation was to begin on or abeout 1 April depending on the weather,
General Westmoreland agieed to the cencept of usim; a Marine regiment
toe open Route 9 in cenjunction with air ascaults b& the 1 ACD and an
over—lard attack by &n AEVN Task Force, He ag greed that weather was
the controlling factor om timing of the atback, and strossed that

apprepriate forces should be used to tale the fignt to the enemy

and te relieve the garrison at ¥he Sanh?

M5G HQ PCV, dtg 1105147 Har 68, subject: Visit of COMUSMACY
te HQ Frov Corps Vietnanm,

MSG KO IIT MAF, dtg 1209542 Mar 68

The plan for construction and °Pcv~**y of the Ca Lu airstrip.
was presented by MG Tolson at PCV headcuarters on 12 March,

Design and censtruction management was to be the responsibility

¢f the 8th Ingr Bn. The Division Engi neer; 1 ACD was responsiblé

for coordination ei the enginzer effort with the 1lih Engr Bn

providing the bulk of the equipment, with an avgmentatien frem
elements of the 3d Navy Comstructicn Brigade (3d NCB). The
field was to be expanded to a b“lzJ aircraflt capability, with the

surface to be compacted and stebilized with asphalt cut-back or
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= L Y PR A T ST I
peneprant.  If Lhe consiruetin LU

211w Tor a ‘ten houy vorkeday ohe

A

19 March ard for C~l?)“x on 2, e iyrene - If the work force had

re%fact into the Ca Lu perimeter cach night the schedule wonld have
£6 be vevised to 22 AalCh Tor CTA aircrali and 28 Farch for C-123%s.
- Ag Vas true for the entire of aratibn,‘the constructiocn of the -

ai“fi 21d could be greatly affected by weathew. It wae spreed &Y

the conference that the CG, 1 ACD and the uG, 34 Mar.Div would srrange

10
security details. -
“ . W n . gt

10 : S
M5G HQ POV, dtglhlSCsZ Mar 68, (7 CG, PCV.TO CG, III AF)

v 4.
[ " Lo

Three duys »dﬁb;) on 15 “a~Ch, LTG Hos szon' @ headcuarters raque

&)

ted
L”G Cuuhmwn's hea dquarters to<effect the CuordlnatAon neces sary to

| oo%aln hc approval of Iiautenax* G@:@ral Ay CG, I A, whd the
Vietname 3 bovernment, f By the part ié atlxn 01 the u? imsk Forece.
III MAF was 1nf7rned thut ? wcula we¢c CWg the de 518 nst¢nn of'a
Task Force of hre@ OutﬁdllChu from tne n»uly uculvatrd XIVV alr-

? P = S
borne divieion, . II

o]

MAF wes aiso asxed to dasignate two Mu“*

st

¥5G . HQ PCV,, dtg 1502352 Mar 68, (FH GG, FCV TC. CG, IIT MAF)
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battalions to participate in the operation and to deploy them to tho

vieinity of Ca Lu, under CFCCN of PCV, by 30 Harch. The two battalions,

from III MAF resources were to be further placed under OPCCN of a
regimental headquarters from the 3d Mar Div. The Marime divicion wac

also tasked to provide a battalion to i1l cut the Mardize Regimonbal.,

12
Tagk Force,

12

and CG, 3 Mar Div

Headquarters, III MAF was also informod on 15 March of tho ro=
quirement for additional Army engineer gsupport for PCV. In

normal tactical operations the division enginecr batialion

MG HQ POV, dtg 1;0%02 Mar €8, (T 0G, POV 70 CG, III WAF ™

furnishes one company in support of each brigade, thus leaviry very

little reserve, Béﬁh fhe 1 ACD anﬁ tha iOlst ﬁbn‘Div engzinecr
battalibns wereAsmall battaiions, ard wore oquippedAmostly with“
airmobile and/or airdrogﬁabla eéuipmen%; yet ﬁhey previded engincoy
support for rather probracted areasvof oparations (AO)al In additvion,
the deployment to I CTZ required extensive engincer effory Lo inelude
construction of helipads, base camps, and defcnsive porimetors,
Future planned operations which were to Involve developcment of
logistical bases, fire support bases and road improvems:itc nade

it apparent that engineer rocquircments cmcceded the cngincer
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ocapabilities, In view of the ineressing requivemenis rCV reguesicd

. A
the deplaoyment of another Inginecr Babttslion (Combat),*3

MG, HO ROV, dtg 1507127 Mar 68, subjecti: Army Engincer
Suoport for FOV, (Fm CG, PCV to CG, III MAP)

In order to expedite the completion of the Ca Lu.airstripg LiG
Rossan instructod the CG’s of the 1 ACD and 34 Mar Div to pro-
vide an additional rifle comparny each, not later than 150CH
hours 16 March, for security of the construction'siteq Ta deceive
the enemy, the company of the 1 ACD removed their division pgtches
from thelr shoulders and were alrlifted into Ca Iu by Marine heli-
copters., The Commanding Gfficer, 3d Bn, 9%th Marineg, 3 MHor Div
il

was responsible for coordinating security for the airstripqi

PN
T MSG, HQ DoV, dbz 1513507 Mar 68, subject: Ca Lu Adrsteip

{(Fm GG, PCV b0 CGy 1 4CD and CG, 3 MAR DIV)

A logistieal Planning Group wes formed at PCV headquarters atb

1300H hours, 16 March. Representatives of the three divisions
under CPUCH of FOV were directed to participate whiie requests

were

4]

ubmitted through IIT M.F for representation by III MAR,
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Da Nanz Supprret Cemmand {3C0), Mavy Support Activity, Da Kapg (net),

and Fleet Logistic Command (FLC), The group was formed to deter-

o~

- . 3 : 1
mine logistical recuirements for the wp-comln? cperaticon.

15
CMSG HQ POV, dtg 1509407 Mar &8, suoje cobs  Fermabion of oL
“istic Plamning Group, (FN POt 0 CG, TITOMAT O Lo ACD: X
CG, 30 AR DIV; CG, 101 ARN DIV; CG, DSA; CG, FLOj TR, WA
Alse un 16 ‘»{arcn, TIT MAF replisd to POVis recusst of the previous

"

day for designaticn and depleyment of twe marine batdtalirns, IIT

VAR outlined that since 81l of the 3d Mar Div regimental headcusrber

were fully com uttnd, it was their iateatien %o deploy and o 5286

OPCCN of a Marine regiment (veinforced), less one bat tauvn , from

tﬁe'lg Mar Dlv to p&”hJCIp?td in the plaﬂpea cperation. & third
battalion {reinforced) would be provi ded from the 3d Mar Uiv, The
1st Marine Division, in twrn, designated the let Marine Reglment

and instructed them tp.participszte in a jJoinb planndng conference

- 16 _ |
with the 1 ACD. : "

16 , , .
MSG HQ III MAF, dtg 1600567 Mar 68 (FM CG, TIT MAF TC CG, m)

¥5G, HQ let MAR DIV, dtg 1609427 Mar 68 (¢ GG, 1st MAR DIV TO
ITI MAF AND CG, TF ZRAY) ‘

General "Iesf,mo eland, accomparied by LTG Cushmen, Brigadisr

DECLASSIFIED
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R ————
far I\, S 3 ey L - N . vy o e e o g e
Sdrerd i Flepooon Jr,, ovwmby onded of <0 Toex Operations, T
) ~ . R LI L W SR PP OIS SRR o sl
FEEN 3 oG v T AR HE TR PR T I | N a3 ,-;_-.(,';;.) JELUGC L'OI" JCJYb:‘.D

- LRt

Qpﬂ‘ati-::vm; 3cn’.»or, S, VU, vislted the thrse divisions wader

O3 of rJV on l( ;-’:'arch, 2P the 1 ACK commond post MG Tolson

briefed ul 'CJX kS .1 @ the d visionf” Oneratb Plan L~6b (Cperaticn
PIGASUS) i‘or c_‘o atuack cward "(Le ua:m.,

I IIT W j g 19u1124z mc 68 ("‘m Cu, IIl MAF to

Logistical Support for Cperation PEGASUS was O be proﬁded from
2 iogist;c,a"l base in the vicinity of Ca Iu,- Tho bace would e
operated by U.3. army Support Command. To- msm*a contlnuous
support the forward support activity (mu) was {0 be pro-stocked
prior fc,o 1 ‘A_prilg Dzily conveys betﬁeen'i‘;a Lu .:.m Boﬁg Héx uaijp
Lo cerrence on 22 March into the FHA esteulished on 21 Marcio
The Commanding Officer, 57th Transpori;a’oion Battelicn was das

ignated as the point of contact for ithe dally convoyozfs

156, Ko IT1 YiF, dt tg 19141587 Yax 68 {*‘m G, III H&F %o GG,
PCY; CG, FIO; GG, DSC) A

18
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The coordinated engineer elfort got under way on schedule,

C<.Tnm9nr'3'.nQ on 20 March, upon order CG, PCY, eculpment of the
1lth Engireer Battsllon fmmcs'r:c:i with equipment by NACB 5 )
and a command and control element of the 8th Bngineer Battalisn
staged at Dong Ha Combati D“u@ in prepovatien for movvmenvvmsgﬁ“
on Rowte 9 ana suvsequent initiation of constructicnor the SR/
¥SA and airfield, From D-12, 20 Mavrch, untii D = Day, 1 dpril,
the major portica of  thc 1lth Engr Bn was dirocély Coﬁﬂﬁyt04
%o the construction of POL aresa, ammmitlon sverazc are
command and conticl bunkers, nehcopner rev»cr:mws. Rowyid] ixx"t,erm.l
road net, and perimeter clearance of fields of fire rfor site
security. Simultansously, elements of NMCV 5, Vu\h cavy cauip

i
ment augmentation, began work, initially on a T7A ‘Z.’Vp’- IL capadle.

airfield consisting of 1500 by &0° runway, and a 150 by 450¢
prxrl’ln‘,, spron, compacted and stabilized with pezcprimo. This
strip was ultimately expanded to C-123 Typc II by ~enginening

of the Forunway to 2300 ft and addition of an aircraft turnaround
argd. L

19

MIMO, AVII-CE, HQ PCV, 23 A‘p‘ril 1962, sublect: Eagincer
Summary, Operation Pegasus, 20 March ¢o 15 April 1968,
(Memorandum for Record by Marshall, R.S.,C0L, C}'., USA .
Corps Engmeer, PCV) 7

‘

he Depubty Senlo"' Advisor, 'IA CTZ, infermed ITI m:‘ 4d }?CV

om 21 March that the €& I CTZ, had approved -th@"par'hicipation of
| an ARVN task forcse.in Operation PEGASUS. The task forco

would con.:lst of three airborne battalions and would be made

availeble on 28 March'. LTG Lam autherized Brigadicr Gerz ral

'

Ngo Quang Truong, CG, lat ARVN fzafan‘bry D3 vw.m"), direct liaisen
e

w...‘hh LTG Rosgon headquarcersa I R

20
MGG D ).A I CTZ, dbg 2101002 Mar oa, ( T i}SA I crz 'I‘O G,
11X %x*' INFQs  CG, PCV
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Thy st ARVV division had ea.“ed the respect of all FiPLF througzhout

Vietrnam for their actions during the Batile of Hue. Gerneral Resson

commented in his Commander's Dailly Susmary, on 21 March, that
. 3 »

Y

rlanning for the counter offensive was "procecedinZ on scnedulc. <k

N
!..u)

¥SG HQ PCV, dtg 2104202 Mar 68 (F¥ CG, POV TC CG, IT3 MAR)

s

Preiiminary planning revealed a need to upgrade comrunicabions
into the Ca Lu/the Sanh arca by at least Zi channels to provid-
NeCesEnary L(n"“nd/control commIcationg o o ¢ o o o o o A% VAD
determined that CG, 1 ACD would esiac ichn & Torward command
pest in the Ca Iu area on D Day. CG, PCV weunld recuire 12
channels of voice and teleuype to CG, 1 ACD. 4n additionzl 12
channels to conncet 1 ACD (rear) at Cemp Evans 480 YD 5332

to 1 ACD {forward) at Sa ILu (17 Stud) wruld be recuired. . o »
Location of 12 Stud in a valley surreunded by high peaks pesed
z need for 2 Signal Hill complex frem which cemrunications
conld be relayed to the valley and to rear areag. . ' In
coordination with Signal Cfficer, 1 ACD, Hill 450 (ASQ o 978
557) was selected as the Signal Hill for Opcration PEGASUS,

1 ACD would be respomsible ror proosaration and security of the
instailation, as well as girlift of all couipment to the hill
and subsequent resupply. The hill was te be preparced and ready
for oecupancy by 26 Marchs communications werc to be operational’
by 2% Mareh, in anticipation of a 1 April D Day.

&
Ao

MIMD, AVII-SC, HO FCV, 28 April 1968, Suhject: Commnications
Support of Operaticn PEGASUS, (femomanuum fo“ Record by
Grombachar, Gerd S., LLC, olgC, US4, Corps Signal Cfficer,
"’L"') - 2

Ducing this peried, the combat base at Khe Sanh was contimucusly

harrassed by enemy fire including 130mm and 152=m artillery.
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szt her

"\

Tha great distance invelved, d3Ticuld terrain, and bad w
ﬁade 1% almest impessible te pinpeint the exact locaticn of the
enemy guns Tiving from the norimwest and scuthwest. Empleywent
ef airborne coservers/ferwerd atr contrellers sndg U.G,. 4ir Force
0-2 aircraft had a suppressing effect on the eremy

~
mirdng the Firing locabicns. 23

]
I;

<

Q@
D
5
ct
¢4
]
241
.
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o
o
O
]
(65}
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h
o~
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-

o3
©,
&
%)
"5
,.,:.

jize}

M5G HE 3 YAR DIV, dig C"O" V““.r? (Pm CG 3 Yar Div to
CG, Tev) :

MEG BO POV, dbz 2206057 Frr 53 (Fm UG, TV to oG, T I T MAF)

L)

The 1 ACD planned to initlate reconnalssance areund the Ca Lu

oven on 26 ua?ﬂh u*ﬂ’~z

Senadron, ch'Cavaer (1/90&V)a

B SURMICS AJIEe

Te sunport the 1‘“ ooyt
pass CPCON of a 10ﬂmm %cw1 zer bunbcry ard an el ght inch hatter TV
te the 1 ACD. The batteries were to he p@sitioned in the viciniﬁy

232 . . . .
«f Ca Ia, 24

G HO 1 ACD, ditg 2205.02 Mar A8, subject: ruest
OFCON of Howitzer Batterics, (Fm CG, 1 ACD to CG, PCV)
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Aodio prolile path studles revenled thui line of alphi corrami-

N

Lentlons. fron any high grourd in é;;:;: “oola avea back o Thu Bal
(o \.,7) or ‘tO uf“"”") dvans \.. 250 rear) would ’oé marginal, The
sclution wos t}*c establisle r.ent of a trepospieric scatie r {wwrepo)
conum ni.cuﬁionﬁ systeme Reaou wrees of the cavaly T lel‘-“lO“’x ard tho
336 Jignal B wtialion (bjd o;g, En) da.d not includs svfﬁ'icien'b

eq uxwen Lo neet tne requirenend, Aumem;a'tion in Yevms of ww
2i~charnel éysterﬁs weré ﬁecesséfyc Both III WeF and U8, Amy
Vietnan (US4W) mode the additionsl systems aval c‘blc, ho*.«:evef,

the decisicn was made to utilize the Marine oquipxent bGecauss of

’ 2]
dts smadler size and easu_ar'trmwportabilitya“s - In agcition,

IEHG; AVII- N, HQ POV, 28 April 1968, op.cite

[UCREK SRS 'ected the Ist Signal Brigede (1 Sig Dde) to provide

(SRS

LR

four one-quarler ton trucks equiped with radios having & mulil-
channel voice capacity to provide commnicaiions between the corps .
and diyision,f . The four vehicles were L0 be used in conjuncilon

with aiverald equiped with an aerial FM relay capebility and pro-

.26
ide a degree of the desired cmmxcutw ‘upl cation, ..

5, 10 POV, dig 2311052 Mar 68, (Fw CG, USARV to GG, POV)
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The air traffic approach pattern int» Khe Sanh was such that nad
it continued to be used cnce the operation begzan the attacking

forces would have been denied vital air znd artillery support.

The 3d Mar Div, on 23 March, reccmmsnded +hat the patiern be

changed to route Dong Ha and Quang Tri helicopter twalfic.uarihn
of the axis of advance and then imte Khe Sanh. POV recoumended
that IIT ¥AF adopbt the 3d Mar Div recemmendation because of its

apparent benefit to aircraft.27

27 '
}BG)HQ 3d MAR DIV, dtg 2312122 Mar 65, (FM CG, 3d Miw DIV 70 GG,
POV L :

MSG HQ PCV, abg 2715L0Z Mar €&, (FM CG, PCV.TC CG, ITI MAT)

¥3G HQ Y MAW (lst Marine Air Wing), dbg 2603202 Mar &8, (Fu
CG, lst MAY TC CDR, 7TH AF, CTHERS§ ' .

LTG Rossen held a meeting of his division ¢ommanders at Comp
Evans on 22 March. At this meeting the relief of the 1 ACD by
elements of the 101 Abn Div was formulated. To'assureithat-
sufficiént forces would be available to off-bos &y How énéﬁy
threat to the Hue area, General Resson Taé&mmenﬂc& that an effors

be made %o retaim tha Vietnemese Marine Tack Fored &% that lecabien.

In the ovent the Task Force could nobt bo rétainad ho roguested thab
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a Sourtl Vielnarese jirborne hotbolion be ab Leincd Tor tho e

area ol that additionsl L4, Forces be made available for on=
. 28

ployreny in the Hue arcas ITG Cushman forwarded 4G lossonis

113G, LY POV, dtg 2312152 Mar 68, ( M CG, POV to GG, IIL MATR)

reguest ‘*o CGHMUSMACY with the recon.mendatloa' that the Alrbor

Task Force be raised 4o four battalions snd that the task force
close into quang Tri o erhance the decepiion plen and Go Hlaco
the task force ClOaOZ‘ to ‘uhe ultimate mone of actionz in Opcravica
PISG&ZHIS., Gcncra.l Cushman pL.nred \le] emloy uhe fourth batialica

2 \
in the vicinity of Hue, 7 He wvﬁ.tad LIG Rosson; thoe Coamanding

29 ‘ ‘
MG, IIL MF, dtg 2505387 Mar 68, (Fm 0G, III MLF bo COMUSMACY)

Officer, Task Force Clear Water; and the Commander, Waval Support
acltivity, Da Wang to wisit IIX ¥iF to da.scm the decopiicn pizn

and to determine the delails of iis i:ﬁl@vmemvwlon and 1tg eflects

3
on logisticel support in Norther I CTZ (NICTZ)o-C°

30 e e - K
MSG, IXY 1T, dbtg 2333h82 ¥er 68, (Fa CG, IIT MAF o OTF CLBAR-
m’xTZ..R 5 CG, PCV; COMIAVSUPPACT DnG) ce
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Battery A, 6th Babtalion, 33d Artillery (105um houitoer, towed)
and Battery A, 1lst Battalion, £3d &rtillery {8 In) avrived in
the Ca Lu/ L7 STUD area on 25 iarch, and were positioncd as reine

-~

Tercing fires for the 1 ACD Artillery. The 2d Bathalien, lst

31

SIT RYP, FO Y fca, 2L001H %o 2M2400H Har &3, No. OF

TRLG CRDER, HQ 1 ACD,. dtg 251658 (FM CG, L AGD T0 CC, PCV)

Marines rlesod inte IZ STUD on 24 March. They were placed wrier

CPOCN of 1 2D st OLOJH 26 March with the rdesien of providing

.SGCu’ltY for LZ STUD dnd Signal Hill. They alss asswicd ‘OPCON

of Company C, 1st Batﬁalioh, 12th Cavalry. Th . Cavalry conpany
wag r@sponsiblé for §reviding Becurity forlBattery‘A;'l/SBd.Arty
which was positicned at Ca lu. Cempanies B, G, znd. H provided
courity to the airstrip and cmstruction at L% STUD while Compan
-

o

secured the coemmunications site in the vicinity of uignal Hill. 32

-

32
. GIT REP, HQ 1 :CD, 20000LH to 2824C0H Yar 68, No. 48

FA4AG CRDER, HQ 1 ncna dtg 25*556 (rx ¢G, 1 ACD TO €&, FCV)

b by

o
[

The 3d Battalien, 9th Marines assumad respeasibility fer sceurity of

‘Ca Lu on 29 Mapch. >~

33 ‘
SIT REP, HQ 1 ACD, 280001H ta 2924005 Mar 63, Na, 89
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ae 34 Mar Ui $ssucd bhelr Usarabion Swdeor on 25 Fareh o
cover noth the decoption plan vneing executed in ithe noxrth-

EX ST
)

castern portion of thelr AC; in honj“mc;tion wiih 3¢ Loh AVl
Div, and their ’a‘ci;ions in ()pei‘atic)n PISGASUS‘,' The i.:;m xzari'@

:" b.«.mhnu vias uo secure Route 9 in uheu zcne and provide

CONVeY secumty. The §"c‘n Marine Regi:ﬁen’c 1~rou'.‘.& provide cecurity
of Route 9 in their zoﬁe. The 26%h Merine hc f.;.manu s Jn Khe Sanh
uomnat Dase, was ‘alerted to come wider OPCON of 1 4CD on order.
Tne 12th marinés were instructed to support with artillery the

Bh.

abtack of 1 ACD within their capbilivies

3k
TG H} 3d AR DIV, dbg 2510322 ar 68, (T 00, 3d IR DIV
70 3dMAR DIV: TF ROBBIE; 3d SQDN, 5Sth CAV) e

The 1 ACD declared a no Bowb mne in 'the:. assign cd pos.*au.on ol
the Cperation FPEGASUS AO eifective 20 lMarch., In oxdor for the -
1/9¢h Cav to conduct mc.onnais.éance' in the area belwwecn Koe , Szmh
and Ca Tu, all borbs dropped in the area had to be requested and
controlled by the division, Targebs in the P:G“.Sb:'AO, oukside
the Mo Beorb Zone, were bo be handled rou%ihe]y' and ‘die Marines'
and Adr Force conunuod to dehve: massive air cmpor"* to the

26th K aprines at Khe bmh

MG HQ 1 ACD, dbg 250900z Mar 68, (FM CG, 1 ACD TO CDR, 7 AF)
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The CG, Task Ferce X RBAY, lst Mar Div, wss instructed by the GGy
ls% Mar Div to depley the lst Marine Regiment, minus one babtalion,
an or about 27 March to ¢lese at Ca i ~wi laber than 20 Yarch,
Units which were placed under CPCCH of lst ifarine Regiment by

Task Force X RAY 1nc1uae Company A (mimus) (reini"erce@) R ?;3’(. _
Engineer Bathalicn; €& A (minmug) 1st Shore Farty éat’balion;
Compary A (minus), lst Motor Trar sport Ba.,\ﬂli ny ard lst Battallen
(mi;us, 1lth Marinss. he 1s% Bny, 11th Marines r_wnsisfqéd_cf:

ore 1052 nr-i;illémr battalien minus 01: bahtery: ém m"evisiv;m;;;

155mm (.rmllcry battery (four 153mm ho:ntiez's, towed)s; and ore
. v Ty 3&
L.2in mortar battery (three 4.2in mortzrs and ene Howtar).

\
O~

. ¥SG HQ 1 MAR DIV, dhg 2602007 Mar &3 (FM 1 MAR DIV.TC CC,
TF XRAY; 06, PCV; 11 MAR; 11 MT BN)

in anealysis of all enciy actions arc{ b.t:u,:l.w.r:u,m., aravnd Kne Sanh
indicated a possibility of a decycasing thveat to that base. Third

&

¥ay Div elements at Khe S anh had 11<rm; crm,'c*’c on 6 'ar*d 27 ¥Yarch

with cnly 42 incoming rounds during the 21-,%1%“\%11' peried from ncon

of the 26th until neem of the Z7th. ALl courses  of _:wtim“. ‘.«:rrerav
considered ‘se.‘n‘ore' . Re&«m 1ot 1?10& IPG Cushman en 27 § x<~1*cn )
that he had approved IG Tolsen's plam Zor the 1 ACD portion .ofv
Cperatlon PRGASUS. Ho added that thé encmy situation was ‘h zing

closely watéhad.j'?
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37 ' :
NS00 TOV, dby 2704253 Mav 48 (¥ 0C, POV TC CC, IIT MAF)

nfnrmaticn was received en 27 lMareh thadt the roouest toretein

.
}

:
-3

the Vietrnrmaze Marl ask Force in the vieinity of Hue would

not b o r roved, 111 MAF furiher informed PCY that the addition—

2l U. 5, batialien, which PCV had recuvested to be made avallable

if the Marine Taslk Ferce Was ".L+,nr'ra v, viould not be provided-

tdempate reactlon te any Hue Citvy centingency ceould be previded

35
by © hcr U. 5. for "ces .

VEG BO ITT MAF, dtg 27081¢Z ¥er 48, (FM 4G, ITI YAF TO 08, PCV)

Planning for the operation contimucd ab OV hoadquariers as wrop-
reseatatives of the 1 ACD, 3d Har Div, and 1CGL &bn Div, not with
iieutenent Colonel I‘loyu . Beker, Corps Surgecn, to plan medical

support for Uperation PEGASUSSY

PCV, dbg 2513337 Mar &8, sublect: #M2dical Plamning Conforence
POV TC CG, 1 ACD; €G, 3:1 MiR NIV CG, 101 ABN DIV)
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1200H heurs the sizne dnv, the 103st Abn Div Maln command

post cpened at Camp Eogle (48Q YD £08162).  Tha 101 Abn Tiv

d
{x.
g

Kk

{
Y 1y poy 8 - AT TAY:
Rear headenarsers remaincd ab Plen Hea (L8P ¥T 052))*0

LCIARN DIV, dtp 2523102 ¥er 68,
16 T "

5 Subject: Command Fest
1OLARY DIV TC GG, FOV, CTHTRS)

Censidering that the najor sunwoert of Cpsrations PEIGASUS

wenld be by Roubte 9 -z into account the large volumo

s
[
A

of surplics to be moved snd the marginal capabllity ef the

attenpt to dnterdict thie nain surply ronte, III MAF on 28

[N
2
%8
w;
o0
jot)

e made for prov

r Operstion PEGABUS. -Lhis.v o

ol wes trﬁr drep capabiil ;y was Yo be avgmented by air-londing

. cvss . 41 .
supﬁlles inte Ca Lu utilizing C-123 aircralt, Logistical |

MsG HD TIT MAT, dbg 2806007 Mar 68, (FM CG, III MAP TF COVIENACT)

.

aupperh fer 2all items znot poculiar to the Marinoe are to be.
the L ACD and would be supplied by the FSA

establlshed by the U, S. Army Support Cermand. These itens
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utilived enly DJ the Tarincs wers %o be requasied from Fleet

\
logistical Support Gmu‘pﬂ Bravo ‘b’nrough the 7 JA. w2

L2
[ VIR ORI PR M v e D, atg 2508547 Yar 68 (T CG FLG 70 GO
i MaE RUGT _3..; FLLG mm‘JC)

Cenera.l Yes morchd vis ibeci I ¢ MAF hea ~ua:to::s in Da Tang

«

on 25 Iarch L'L uushman and LIG Rosson were present for o

conference, and Gcnf*rc_J. Roason prooentcd uhO overail eoncops

_: -~ e
1 >

B -
HIGLCAWEw

for C}uera‘oion P‘:GASUSo General Cushunand a.ml E:c»:;ac:a
%o Gercyal hestmorciand cha‘i; preparations for PEGASUS, %o im

clude logis mc supporu, redls amb tlon of forces, znd co:';si;?u%

tion of the CT4A scmp at Ca. Lu, would e zeady for the p.ue:;mca
abtack on 1 4pril, The deception plait callimg for a m@.maa.

size attack by the 34 lVar Div from the vieinity of Duag Ha

toz-:ards the Demilitarized Zons {(DlNZ) was' also discussed..

.

General Weotmoreland sta‘ted that Op tia PEuAon shou_d go a8

scheduled. k3,

43
MSG Ho IXT MOF, dbg 290LLBZ Mar 68 (FM CG, III MAF 70 COMUS-

rn“CV)

PCV Cperation Plan 1-68 was redesignated POV Operaticn Crdew

168, on 29 March, Instructions were issued Lo execute the
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cperatincn order with D-Day heing ostablishod as O 001 April.
The TG, 34 ¥Mar Div mlrdered the oxccu"c.ioﬁ of .his Oporatien Ordezf
8-68 and esteblished D-Day, H=Heur for Tazk Force Hllo &3
S00600K Karch."gigﬁ‘ﬁififqﬁfgijfflghe nare @ven the Us. S,
elenends participeting in the coordinatcd .@VL& erd Uo So

Pe !

attack nertheast of Dong Ha. The ARV portion was deoignatcd

£

\

LAM 0N 203. It was %o consict of the ist Baticiidn, 2¢ Infomisy
and the 3d Bat+talion, lst Infantry Reglucnts wader centrod of

the lst ARVN Infentry Division. Task orzanization of whe

U. 5. elements under contrel of the 3d Mar Div werc: 3d Souadren,

5th Cavalry (minus)j; Company C, 2d Battaliim, 34th Awmors
Cempsny &, 1st Battalion, 5024 Airborno, (10lst Abm Div); and

the 2d Battalion, Ath Marine Ragiment.

L
©IT REP 021, HO PCV, 300001H 4o 3024000H Mar (0 -

¥MSG HO PCV, dbg 2902387 Mar 68, Subjech: Exccuticn,
OPLAN %—68 (FM G, POV TC CG, 1 ACD; CG,3d MAR DIV;
others

MSG HO 3d MAR DIV, dig 290515Z Mar é8 (FM CG, 34 MAR DIV
TO 3d& MAR DIV; TF RCBRIE; 3/5 CAV) ‘ o

Throughout the perled tactical air was belnz cencentrated en

interdicting the enemy's main averues of approoch into the arod
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surrounding ¥he Sanh and the larger AC of the 1 ACD. Special

emphasis was placed en neutralizing known and suspocied locations
of WVA artillery and anti-aircraft artillery pesitiems. B-52
missions centinued to give prierity to tiw suprort of ¥Xhe Sarnh
. o . L5

Conbat Base and ‘tho. pending operation.

45 '
MSG HC POV, dtg 2914L8Z Mar 68 (FM CG, FCV TC CG, III MAF)

a

Air Suruert

MSG HO 1 ACD, dtg 3002152 Mar &8, Zubject:
TLY)

Gperation PEGASUS, (FM CG, 1 ACD T¢ CG,
MEG HQ PCV, dbg 310235Z Mar &8 (F¥ CG, TCV 70 0G, III *6:7)

Cn 30 Mzrch General Westmereland in a message to ITG Cushman
expressed his crnfidence that weather was heing clocely
wateched to insure that it did meot inizibit gebting the eperatien
off to a good ‘start.  Weather was still the mrjor Tacter in
determining the timiﬁg of the attack. Genernl Westm ofeland

also expresses his feeling for the imporoant role vhat the

Vietnamese Airberne Task Force was 4o have in the operaﬁion.Aé

L&
¥5G HO MACV, MACOAR3Y, dtg 3011502 Mar &8 (F¥ ¢
: ms' MORTLAND TO LTCG CJSHE{M, INFO:  LTG BOSS(N)
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Enpineer projescts at the Ca Iu (Landing Zone STOD) airstrip were
elghty-two percent complete by 30 March. 'THG water point was

in place, 12 bunkers had been completed, logistic convoys had
arrived with MBAY matiing for. the airiield and barrier material
‘was delivered, The fuel system for relucling aircrall was
being crmpleted and the estimated completion date for up-

L7
grading of the strip to C-123 capacity was 6 Apriluu

SIT RFP, HO 1 ACD, dbg 3018152 Mar &5 (P CG, 1 ACD T

At GOOOH heuws, 30 March, U. 8. Avrmy, Marincs, and ARVN forces
initiated the deception plan for Operation Pegasus five kilo-
weters norbheast of Depg Ha, T

he search and destrev eneration
aitéck&d.generally north toward the DMZ aiozg the Gie Lind

Constal Flains (area betwesn the Cau Vieb River and the DMEY, .

533 hnch.reached the assigned phase line by that alternocen.

Hesulis of the flrs® days operationss Xilled in Action: U. S.--Tives

ATYN - 3k Sremy =~ 150, Weunded in Action: U. S. = fives Aﬂ%w -

sing in Action: U. 8. =~ six. Dobsinees:

Insmy ~ unknewne M

w3

nemy - three, The 34 Bn, lst ARVN ﬂeouo and the 32 Sodn, 5th
Lave esach lest rcne armeorad persennel carrvier destroyed while Lhe
3/4st ARVH captured 22 individual ond 11 crew serveu Weanons

L8

from the enerny.
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e
GIT RED, HO PCV, BOOOOJW to 302LC0H Mar €8, Ho. 021

The 3d M= DlV awymented the lst Mar Regt with the following
elements on 30 March: twe L2 in mbrtars; two vlatoons (10)
of tanks (available within frur hours of any roouest)s onc

plateon (4) of CNTCS; and one shore party. ZEnginecr support

could not be made available because of the heavy commitﬁmenr of

the 11lth Engr Bn, A 105wm artllle“y battery was +o be pro-

vided from other I'CV resource}fs.1‘9

L9 _
MSG HC 34 MAR DIV, dtg 301G10Z ¥er 68 (FM CG, 3d MAR ITV
TC \.:‘:;, ACV)

Operatioh J=3 STUART terminated 3310800H March. Cperapional |
enntrel of the 1st Marine Regiment had passed toAthe 1 RCD
at 15008 heurs, 29 March, and the 3d Mar Div passed OPC(N ef

0O
the 26th ¥Msrines in ¥he Sanh te the 1 ACD.S The 1 ACD

50
MSC HQ PCV, dtg 3112237 ¥Mar 68, Subject: Operatiem JEB
ST wa, (I‘“. G, PCV TC G, IIT MAF; (‘"’h”ﬁs)

MSG HQ 15T MAR DIV, dtg 251057Z Mor & (FM (G, st mR D;v
TO CG, PCV; CG, 1 ACD; OTHTRS) '

”x'r REP, HQ PCV, 310001R te 3124C0H Mar 68, N@ P22
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Tactical Op&ra£inﬁs Center became oyerational at 1Z STUD and

the 1 ACD assumed respensiblity feor the PIGASUS A0. Opsration
FTGASUS began at C801KH hours 31 March, and OPOCN of the 1st'8n,
9th Marines, also ianhe Sanh, was passed to the 1 ACD at that

tim@.sl

MS5G HO 3d MAR DIV, datg 3107017 Mar 68 (FM GG, 3d MAR DIV
TC CG, 1 ACD and Lth MAR RIGT)

 MSG HO 3d MR DIV, dtg O10L50Z Mar 68 (FM CG, 3d MAR DIV
TO CG, 1 ACD and 26th MAR REGT)

‘On 3% March, radioc contact was established between a1l points, and

by morning of D=Day most voice circuits were im operation.
Instaliation of teletype circuits proved difficulb. Some woroe
established by the evening of 1 Arril, Actiwation of gll tele-

type circuits; hewever, was delaved by several days. The pro-—

blem was cne of inmterface between U. So Army VHF and USKC

trepo ecuipment. The preblem was sclved by mutwal and constant coop-
cration between Army and %;rine conmunicatérs at the eperator,
conmmand ard staff levels.

52 ,
MIMO, AVII-SC, HQ PCV, 28 April 1948, op. cit.
NOTE:

With Operational Centrol of the 26th Marine Regimont poco=
ing frem the CG, 34 Marine Divisien to the CG, lsu Covelwy
 Division, Cporailon SCCTLAND I wes tewmalnsted ab QLO0N Feurs,
<31 Mavrch 1963, Statistics Tor cperaficns lumvelving Eno Sama
Conbat Base prier to that date have becn reperted as a pavsd

of Operation SCOTLAND, S

R
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Inclosure 1 to Combat Operations After Actica Repoxrt (RCS: MACJI3~32)(k=-1)

- HISTORICAL STUDY
3-68 1

"OFPERATICN TFEGASUS!

. 310803H March 1968 to 1508008 April 1968

Prepared By
315t Militooy Hisbory Dobochzont
HQ PROVISIONAL CORPS . VIBZNAM
APO Sen Vrancisco 96308

May 1968
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S

The lot Cavalry Division {(Airmoble) (rsinforeed) abi

1 fnrll by a2 cumbination of air and ground asscaultg to cstcblizh
fire suppor’o bagos and conduebt offcnsive operations on an azic
from Ca Lu to Xho Sarh., The abback was o clear and open Routo

9 from Ca Iu to Kue Sanh Combab Base and o destroy the cnomg

forcos im tho assigned arca of responsibiliiy.

.

.t O70CH hours, tho 2ad Babttallion, lst Marincs, and tho 2d
Jodl .

Battalion, 3d ¥ardnog, abvltacked wost out of Co Lu, Tho 1ot
liorines? babtalion abbacked o the north of Roube 9 ard -
Objectivel & (48 XD 99ThéET), while the 2d Bn, 34 Marinco atback-

ed south of Route 9 and book Cbjective 1 (437 o OILL37)e Heobe=

ing Ii ""le recistance the 2d Bn, 3d IL rines co*a*clnuod on Lo ovar

run ObJec eive 7 (L33 YD 005L31),

A8 tho larines iniblated tactical operabion west of Ca In, Company
By, 1lth Bagineer Ba, cormensed ithe rcopair and up-gradimg of Routo
9 As %the operation progressed; and a infantiy mancuwvor elomonis
cleared the [lanks of the road, two additional engimser companics
wore cormilbbed o the project. The engincers consuructed fowr by-

passes zrd clearsd 1.5 kilometors of Houle 9 on D-Duye

Tarly morning fog delsyed tho pl\.nucu O?uu‘ 2ir agsaudt by clomenits
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T e e e e i e e

of the 3d Bda, 1 ill, Tho western Corps zomo was cloudy during
e e e e

the morning hours with ceilings O to 300 fob. Visibilil, was

reduced to 0 to 2 miles in Tog and light drizsle duxing tho morn~

< -

ing hours, By early afternoon the woather hiad cleared sufficicitir

1y for the 1ift and the brigade began lending in support bases
norvh and south of Route Y, The Brigade headguarters moved into

12 15K (8o 1D 9351 10) with the 1ot Bu, Tth Cavalry (closed ab
\R_____.‘_~

1350H) and the 24 Ba, Tih bmv'x_lry (closed ab 1A50H), The Sth Bn,

Tth Cavaley asseulied imbo L7 CATHC (187 XD 928438) and closcd &b
. . N‘“W ,

that location by 1LSEH hours,

By nightfall the two HMarino battalionz were on a l:u:c oxtending

from L83 2D 9847 to L8Q XD 9942, with wmits of the 3d Bde having

estobliched dofensive positions in the viecinity of L7 MIKS and LZ
4l - -
Wt Q

&

Tho deccption operation northeast of Dong Ha was .goReluded on 1

"

April with light conbtacts The frisndly forces; consisting of the

2d Bu, Lth Farines, 3d Sqdn, Sth Cav (U.0. Zmwy), andg tho ARVH

v:!

-
P

Pt

: F'orce (Ist Bn, 2d Inf, arnd 3d Bu, lot Inf,) scewred dbject=

ives on tho south side of the 212 with no FILF casuzliies roporbt= -

il

.

Cdo - .

»

‘ight B-52 strikes wore flowm in support of Cperation PLGASTS, -
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four of which wero in tho viel Dluy of Fhe Sarhh Coxbai Bascs

Poor weather in the morning cuL tactical air swp porc Lo 66
sorties at The 5o vm, Usde £ir Force r;:cupply of material

1

consi oi‘ eight 0~130 and four 0-123 oir drops Lor ga dnpub
of 115,6 %ong, Twonty-Tfovr heliccotors landod cargo bo boost
tho tobal input to 9.5 tonse One =123 lLanded with Ll pass=~

CRECTS,”

SIT REP, HQ PCV, OLOCCiH to OL2LOOH ipr 68, Mo 023
oiTsal, HQ'PUV, OLOO0CLH %o O12Li00H ipr 68, Fo 22-68
SFEC RIP, HQ PGV (T03), OL0900H %o 020900H ipr 68

CDRYS DAILY SUM, H0 POV, OL1200H to 021200H Apr 68

Cporation FE PSUS continued on 2 April with tho 2d B3, Ist
Harines and the 2d Bn, 3d Harines attacking wost, in acuo,
cormencing at 0655H, Complebting a2 verdical eunvelopment ab
1745H, Co L, 24 Bn, 1st lfar received cmall axms and auto-
matlc wéapons fire from an wilmom-siso cneny force in the
vicinity of L8Q D 963kL8, Fire was rotwncd and a helicopic

o~

gunship supported the Marines, Results of the engagoment
wore one U.3. KIA, four U.S., WIA, throe NVA XI4, and two - -

1 r\

dobainces, Four AX-L47 rifles, ons B=40 rocket lawacher, and

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

one Chinese Sommmist (Uhicom) gremoade wers capitured, Hovimg

from the crez 2 booby trzp was debonated wounding an additlcned

-~ - K

Yarine., .% 2000 the western nmost defonsive positiougrIor thoc

2d Bz, 1ot lar were at 1187 D 985445 (Cots, B and G) and Jor

the 24 Bm, 4 Yar abt 487 D 985420 (Cois, F and H)e The st

Bn, 1st ¥arines remained respomsible for securdty of Ca In and

LZ 52U, The cormbinod eoffort of the U.S. Army and Marire Zue-

gineers and the Havy vonstruction Battalion completed two bridges

and two more bypasses as they cleared almost throe kilometers o7
o

aoute 9.

The 2d Bn, 7th Cavalry conducted an elr assauli boglmning at 1300H

into a landing zono in tho vicinity of L8] iD 890405 (1Z THOR )

A1l D plus Cne objectives were talen with only light contact
throughout the #3GASU5 A0. Other elements of the 3d Ede corduct-
ed clearing oporztions in the vicinity of their operating bases.

v

Six B=52 suwrikes with a total of 30 airerelt wore fiom in oup-

ol 8 o

porv of Operation PEG.CUS, Mve of the strikes were in the area

A3

O

around 1OSB. The U5, lavy £low 87 tacticel air sorties, the alr
Force flew 32, and the Maxine Alr Wing flow 23 in swpporb of
PEGISUS, Alr Force recupply of maberial into Khe Sanh consicled

of seven C-130 and four C-123 air drops for an input of 9.4 %tons,
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riy-gix helicopters landed with cargo to raise the toital

cargo delivered to 162 tous,

Weather in the PRGSUS area was mo rgi: al u.u:.l noon due to

e £,

ground fog and haze, Secatlered cle"rl.-u ds—valcped after noon

roturning to fog and haze by 1000, Visibility was going o

LJ Fal Sh t

%0 5 miles, lowering ogain after cuisebe.

5l
SIT aTP, EQ POV, 0200C1H to OZELLOUM Apr 68, Ho o2k
TWISWE, HQ POV, 020001 5o 0224,00H Lpw 68, Ho 23-68
SPIG 1TE, K9 FOV (Toc)g'.hozo%on 0 0309C0H _a~.pr68
COR5 DLILY SUT, HQ OV, 021200 o 031200H Apr 68

When the 3d Bdo, 1 ACD wnits air assauifed into LZ's C.LIES
and MIXE on D-Day they werce followed by 105w babieriles of
thoe lst Bn, 21st Avtillery. By early evening Battery C had
airlifted into LZ CATES while Batbtery B was '::wvcd inbo L7

S & «h
T8 alr asaauld

=

VIS, After the 2d Bn, 7th Cav completed

o

into L TEOR of 2 Aprily Bavtery » of th 21’.31:‘_&2*%;111@1?

55.

closed into the landing zone abt 1650H,

AZDILLERY SIT REF, HQ PIV, 1 Apy and 2 Apr 68
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General Rlosson lauded the logistical effort whlch had boea
largely responsible for Operation FEGALUS baing able o mect
the tight schedule drposed 4o balo maimwa sdvantage of the
weather, He recognized that the launching of the operaiion

scheduls had been dus in & lorge partitoliher Qs tarding

<]

logistical apencics swpporting

&

and dedicated efforts of th

aQ

PGV,  General losson informed General Cushmoni:

Against short deadlines, and with exereise of the highest
degree of provéasionsl e.»:p«ursis @y, the ofYicers and non of
’deal \uprmw Acti rluy, Force Logisticzl Command, United
States Army Supporit Command (;rov,: , the 1lth Marine Force
Eng uoer 5, and the 3d Navel Construstlon Brigade develeped
a logls tics base at the place required; ab the bims required
and at effoctive stockage Jovels, A11 conmcerned lave ucqu.lb'a
ed themselves with distinction,

Tais uru_y joint effort provides not only a source ¢r pride
and gratification, but reflects greav credlit onm_ihe logisticcu.
elements of poarticipating Services. WILL 3}0‘}&395

56 : : S ' , : ‘ ;

156G, H POV, dtg 020200Z ipr 68; Subject: Operation
PIGASUS, (Fm CG, PCV to CG, IIT MAF)

01 3 april, LXG Zosson notified 1U Tolsom that BG Troung ha
concurred with the concepb for the use of ARV forces in livk-
ing-up vith the 37th Zanger Betbtelion in Eho Sarh, In accond-

ance with Gencral Tolson's plangy, a copany of the ARVH Te

_ R ——
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Force was to be made availcsble to him at Quan,

ing of L April, 51

15G, H) PCV, dtg 031339% Apr 68

Two battalion-size air assaulis and ore babbtalion aiziifs by

‘eloments of thé 2d Bde, 1 ACD; provicusly -schedulod for D plus
g‘ : .

Three,were r*ovcd up to D plus Two in orxder o extond ground

- 0

actions in O“DeLa tion PECASTUS to the southeast of Fao Sonh Cabant

Bases The 1lst and 2d Babtzslioms, S5th Cavalry w:l the 24 Bab

12th Covalry conducted an alrlift to 1Z STUD to stage for commit

LN

ment into their portica of the 1 ACD's AQ, Av 1225H the 2d Bdo

began the air assaults. Tae 2d Bn, 5t Cav abbacked Lz TOM (487

D 9003L5)s . The 2d Bn, 12th Cav assaulbed inte L7 TRMOTHY (183
e i T .

X 880360) and secwred the area fov the landing of the 1s®
PER .

Sth Cav, 411 2d Bde units, including 4, B, aad C Batiterles, lsv

n, 77th Artillery, closed into the brigade AD with enly light

contact, Av 1330H in tho vicinity of L7 TG, Co. D, 2rd Bn, Sth

Cew, received four rownds of recoiilegs rifle fire roculiing in

-

one UeBe KIA, and five wounded, LZ THWTHY cams under gebillery

-

abiack at 2215 LI, while the 3d Bde's LZ 'u}C} czme wxlor

<

orbar

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

o

atlaclr sboub ten minutes later, Taree wen were ¥illed ot 1y
LA vhile the 15t Ba, Tth Jave b 12 MIKD suffored no eao-

walties,

e

3d Bde clerenic conducted loenl ground operabtions arond LZ

AP, - oo el T . s R o R 2
FLCL, T2 OTHEY, and 12 C2T38 on 2 2onril, while the Lot lMarine

o

Legiment wits cdvanced to the wvestorn boundary of their oo-

5 [} ">, % o, Lo} e S PR SN - -tell Oy o . et g
sigead & . Ingincersrunlii-workirng oauloutd 97 were workiing

ey

en the bridge ot L6 Z5 976135 at the close of D plus Two,

. AT s 3

Veather in the The Sanh arca on 3 April wac lLow overcasy with

heavy fog during the morning, lartial clearing by 1LCOH nor-

E.

Sted rcsuppl:} until fwrginal conﬁitioﬁa retwined ab 2200H,
fir Force resupply of maberizsl consisted of 'f ive =130 and
three 5-123 air drops for an input‘ of 75.L tems, Nino heli-
copiors lrnded with 'c:wgo and the tobal impul on 3 April was
85,6 tonzs The lower imput into Kne Samh vas reguested be-
cause desired stockage levels inside the combab base hed boexn

reached,

Pive B-52 sirikes were Tlown i support of FiGiasts with 2ll of
the missions supporting the Fhe Canh complex., Ono hundred
thivty-six tactical air sorties were flown by Alr Force, Farine,

and Hevy pilots in support of the operations,
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The decoption plan, intiated on 30 March, aad bsen so successiud

At
W

that it was continued as a seperédte operatici by the 3d Mor Div,
The 3d In, 3d Merines in coordination with theo 2d ARVI Repd,
begen sweeping south from Gio Linh (L8 YD 213732) with final

58

objectives wést of dong Hee

SIT ROP, HQ PCV, 030COLH to 032L0CH Apr 68, No 025
INTW, H) PCV, 030001H o 032L00H ipr 68, ¥o 2L-68
SFEC REP, H) POV (T03), 03C9C0H vo OLOSCOH Apx 68

el

SIT RIP, HQ 1 ACD, 03000LH to 032400H Apr 68

n L April, the 26th Marine ;’zeéw‘ o, under OE;C'O;"_? of the .l ACD
since 31 March, abtackid: out of the Khe Sath Coxbab Baso, AG
0600, the 1lst Bn, 9th Marines moved southeast with Hill k71 (L8Q
D 846939) es theilr cbjective, Prior to and during tho eosaulb,
the liarines were supported by extensive artillery fire, Althouga
the attacking force met little resistance, 30 NVA bediecs were. dic-
covered, . The hill was secuwred by 1720H, During tho wighnt, tho
Jarines rec‘eived one hundred eight 82mm mortar, sovenby-two 122mm

roclket, and twelve 152mm artillery rounds intoe tholr posivions.

Seven lMarines were killed and thirty-four wowadode
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‘]'_}.‘.
+
: ' '
.| vicitilty of Khe Sanh, S e

‘f-.,, Total 'Air'f‘dré‘é'écsiipbiy.o'i" mate"riai ‘-a“c'coimi;ed'fof 105,9 t‘:'on:, Py
, : Five -130 and fours c-123 air drops were mado with thres of tho ;h‘
: -130'a dellvaring ca.rgo uaing the ground parachute oxtractn.on
aysbem. oiF "‘ii‘teen CH-hé and two CH—53 holicopters ianded w:i.th |

cargo boostlng t.ha irput to 170 tons. One 0-123 landed vd.th

)

hh Passeng"rS' T AT 1 R

VI

| . Horthern I Gorps was GVGrcast during tha earl;y morning hours 4‘
| with ceiling., ranging .rom o to 3oo fcet. Vi.-sibility was 0 to - |
3 m:L'Le:s in i‘og during the early morning hours.. A.t‘ter 0900H

x visibility Was gonerally 3 to 5 miles in” haza and fog 59

R A Y R

59 R T T 77 B
- SIT mzp, Hy POV, ohooom to ouzhoon Apr 68, No 026 ‘
f Tisu, HQ PCV, ouooom b0 ohzhoon Apr 68, Ko 25—68 o

: .SPTC Rd‘P, HQ PCV (TUC), Oh0900}1 {-,g 050900H Apr 68‘ S

*'-.-"4 W ‘v;m, «, i

Vg Y T
S :,;$ I

_ At 05151 on the. morning of, g April, an ostmated v battalion .

\\,—
launched a comber-attacL against eleneuts of ‘the 1sb, Bn, 9th o

.arines occupylng Hill h?l.. In :h«t was latar to be described by
LTG Cu..-hman ad ono of the highlights of the battle for ‘Khe Sa.nh.

Y
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cavalrymen ‘and Marines concentrated on company-size operations’
to Seéure‘ the dominating terrain around Khe Sanh and along Route

. | 9. Flements of the 1st Bn, Sth Cav ; 1st Bn, 8tf1 Cav 4 2d Bn, Tth
Cavy 1st Bn, 10th Cav.; as well as-bthe 1st Bn, 9th Marines made

contact with ..anénw wits of up‘to estimated battaliom syrcngtha.

At 11001, an aéfial‘rockeﬁéarbilleryg(AnA) helicopter ongaged - . -

“an enery tank seven kilometers vouth or I’C‘CB (vie 18Q 8635)..
The tonk had been firing into LZ Ti+ OTHY and withdrew to the

' south’ when “ired upon m.th 2. 75 in,’ roc'&ets.

VLo
A&

Route 9 had been reconstruoted for a distanca of 5.5 kilématers
from Ca Lu, fou.r brldges and twelve ‘bypasses 'had been completed:t:
by the end of D'plus’ Four. Resupply ‘efforts into Kkhe Sanh ac-

cotnted for 180,7 tons. Eighty-four point one”tons were airs

1lifted by helicopter whils the Air Férce 0-123 end C-130 air . : .
* drops dolivered 96.6 tona, A-30 day’sﬁpply'éf rations and 17+ °
plus days of major a:mnumtion was on hand in the combat base as .

plans were made for the 1 ACD um.ts to start drawing from Kho 3

-3anh stocks as we.'L'L as from the FSA/FQL at Ca Lu. .

.Weather in the nort.hern portion of - the Corps a.rea “of operations :

- vias margmal with overcast ce:.ling ranging frcm 0 to 500 feet -
in the early morning. -Aﬂ:.lqrj__lz'OOH tha-:g;jqa v{as ,partly. qloudy

I
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"' and mortar rownds. - A totel of 57 incoming rounds were accounted

e

DECLASSIFIED

to cloudy with ceiling above 3000 feet, After 2000H, all areas
" had ceilings ranging from 800 to 2000 feeb, - Visibility was O to
3 miles in fog during the early mbming hours_.-. _After 1000H vis- j

~ ibility was 4 to 6 miles in haze,

o Arc Lighbm(B'-:SZ) strikes with a total of 12 aircraft were
' flown in support of the operation, Tactical air strikeé_ flom
in support of PEGASUS added . up ‘to 110 sorties, Of these the . . .=
. Marines flew 72, the Air Force 17, and the Navy 51, Eighty- .
nine of these were delivered in the imadie_zt'q .jricinityv of _Kt‘mhﬁ .
. Sanh Combat Base.- - o |

PR
IR

- The base ltuelf cont:.nued ’oo be harrassed by enenv artillery

fcr during the period O900H, 5 April to 0900H; 6 April, . Cumula-
tive results for the i’lrst ﬁ.vo days of Opcration PEGASUS ghowed -
302 enemy killed; 35 individual and 16 crew-served weapons cap- .

tured.@' Ty or

| SIT REP, HQ PGV, 05066313 o 0321,00 Apr 68, To 027 |
- IWTSW, m FCV, osooom to 052400 Apr 68, Ho 26-68 .
| SPEC R:‘.P, HO pcv (TOC) s 05090CH to . 060900H hpr 68
~ 1 STT REP, | HYd, Acn, osooom to oszhoon Apr 68, o 096
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During the early morning hours (OL1OH to OSOCH) of 6 April, ..
Lompa.ny B, lst Bn, 12th C2v received two B-h0 rocket and -15 |
60mm mortir rounds into their positions southwest of LZ SNAPPER.
‘Small"'anhs’and“értiilery weré called in on the }énemy location,
A search of the area, i‘ollmring the encounter, revealed 12 XVA

‘ killed. ,Elght B-hO rocket rounds, two J:\K"h?ls’ one AK-SO, four
‘ gas magks, 12 LK—M magazmes and same mlacellaneous dOcunents ‘
 were captured, No frlendly casualties ware susta:l.ned. LJoer in

the mornmg elements of the lst Bn, thh Gav conductlng securlty :

o operat:.ons 1n the general a.rea where the enemy tank had been en-

' . gaged the previous day found 28 I‘W!L bodies, 12 md:widual and one_

‘crew-served x-reapon. West of Lz SNAPPER, at OBOOH, A Company, 8th
“Cav found an addibional WVA body and ane ;AK-h'i) rifles

RN S ’ £ s

7 'w:thm the 2d Bde's AO, the lst and 2d Bn, Sth Cav conduc'oed 1ocal
' "‘,operamons around L2's TI!’OTHY and TOM At uszn, Ccmpany D, Lt

Bn, Sth- Cav in the vicinity of TDTOTHY, was hit w‘ith 70 rounds of '

vrilmown size mortars, Artlllery was fired on t.he suspected enemy
positlons with unknown rasults. Forty-seven U, S. soldiers were

- wounded’ by the enemy a‘btack.

-;-:

The 2d Bn, 12th Cav mcved northeast frcm LZ TI! OTHY to relieve the

:1at Bn, 9th Harims on Hill h?l. - w:l.th the relief effected by1200}1
;‘t.he Ha.rines i.nitiabsd a clearing attack to the northwest. S

DECLASSIFIED
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A% 1,00H G Company, 5th Bn, 7th Cav air assaulted into.the-hiph
~—— e —— T :

grovnd northeast of Khe Sarh Combat Base in the vicinity of L8Q
J4)] _,% Thirty-five minutes later, Company B, of jc.he gsame

- battalion, assaulted northeast of khe Sanh into L8Q XD 860422,

lnk:mg a c'weop southwest of I"“CB ¢ Ccmpany, 2d Bn, 7th Cav on-
. gagod a smper '11‘. 13L6H, resulting in one NVA KIA. 'Continuing ‘

| "c.helr operations to within, throo kilomtera of the base, the

" and 100 roclfets of Rugsian manufacture.

- ‘?.o.nger Batte.lion. Swoeping outside their perimeter, in ¢ C_ P

| u:ﬁc KIA, 147 wounded, and ue WA killed.

- oompany I'illed 1h of the enenw and . captured 15 individual weap-

ons, f:.v'e crew-served weapons s six cases of 60mm mortar armma-

' nit.ion, 100 rounds of 82rm mortar ammnition, one motor cycle A

s . e L T R

‘*:,

" Five kilometers northwest of K50B, G r‘mpan&,_ M
'lfwrinc cngaoed a conpany-size force. The Marines received

heavy emall armu, autmnatic weapcms, and artillery fire. Fire
was returncd, supported by mortars and artillery. Contact which

began around noon continued until 19301{. Ihe results wefé four

L S N AN
toast

{ e

The initial relief of Khe Sanh and the link-up of forces camo
~—

2 a.t 1350H, ,pril, whan a company from the ARVN Alrborme Task
. Force air-landed in the base and linked-up with tho ARVH 37th

p N EAPL
o R
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conjuction with the operations of the 26th Marine Regiment, the
Rangor battalion moved into an’ area previously hit with tactical
alr and ‘m'ti]lery support, The Vietnomese units found 70 NVA -
"dead, four 60mm mortars, 16YAK-ili7's, gix SKS's, two I2G's, onc

12,7rm heavy machinegun,. and one flare pistol,

‘Artillery support at Lz SHAPPER was vincx.feas‘ed om 6 April over

‘the ane 105m howitzer battery (Babtery A, 2d Bm, 19th Artillery)
. vihich was ‘alr land on the previous days Battery B, 2d Bn, 19th
Arty vas ‘airlifted into 'SNAPPER at 11h511, and Battery B, lst Bn
©17 30th Arty at” 17u5n,

i
'

“
A

- Re..»upply of materials amounted to 76 tons dropped from C-123's

. and C-130's wh:.le helicopters landed an add:.t:.ornal 13.2 tons. ‘

' Two B-82 strikes delivered a total of 360 boms of explosives in
"'support of the ‘Khe Sanh' perimete?, vhile 115 tactical ajr"strikes

- 'were flown in the 'PIGASUS AO,  The Marine Corps flew 63, the Air

v“-.""“r'orce flew 48, and the Navy ‘flew | sorties,

" " Weather in the Khe Sanh aréa was margin'\l on 6 April with fog

- untll 1000H and thereaftar clear.62' -

62 \ ‘ | | |
“ ' SIT REP,'HQ "Pcv, '060001H to 062,001 Apr 68, No 028 -

siT REP, HQ 1 AGD, oéooom to oszuoon Apr 68, No 097 .

DECLASSIFIED

P,




DECLASSIFIED

.

Fmenv'resistance in the imrediate vicinity of Kho Samh Cembat

Base began to decrease on 7 April as elements of the 1 ACD; the
N——

26th Yarine Regiment, with the lst Bn, 9th Marines; and the 37th

ARVH Ranger Battalion cleared to the south, east, and nqrth.

“hile the enemy initiated attacks by fire were fewer, ground

~ probes against friendly positions continued,

One battalion of the Worce beéan air assault-
ing into LZ SHAKE (489 i{g@lﬁgﬂg, two kilometers southwest of -
Rhe Sanh Base, at 1314H, The initial landing of the battalion ..
(minus one company which had air-landed in Ehe San»h‘the previous o

day) was unopposed, However, at 1j35H heavy mortar‘ and artillery -

' fires were received in the 1'mding zones The‘battanon" (minus)

s

closed :.nto 17 sm.cr by 16501{.

At 1335H Company B, 2d Bn, Tth Cav south of LZ THOR, in the vicinity

~of 1483 XD 661400, found 2l KVA bodies believed to have been killed

in the previous days fighting, Shoartly affer finding the enemy dead
the company observed and killed five additional NVA, iless’-than?2,000
meters to the west D Company, 2d Bn, 7th Cav, fonnd:30 NVA:seldiers,

- in uniform, in a mass grave,

F and G Companies, 2d Bn, 26th Karines, operating northwest of KSCB

in the vicimlty of LBQ XD 8ﬂh31 contacted an estimated enony canpany

1
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in well dug-in positions, The NVA ermployed small arms, automatic
. Weapons gupported by mortars, The Marines attacked with orgapic

wWeapons supported by mortars;f'?' Conta'ct was broken by the Marines

at 2030H, ~Friendly casualties were two  KIA and 21 wounded.

t .

" Enemy casualties were unlcnm'n.
Artillery ground and air observers were particulary successful

on D plus Six in placmg fire on hostlle elements. They were

. credited with h6 enemy- killedo L R R

'Weathar in the PEGnoUS area was clear follow:i.ng an early morm.ng

haze and 242 tactlcal air strikes Were flown m the operational
area, The Tth Alr Force ’oopped the list with 108 vhile the ;
Havy ran a close'second vith 91. " The Varines flew the réste - -
Only two B-52 strikes hit: in the. PEGASUS area as US a.nd ARVY

. ground trcoop worked on alt sides of the- previbusly surbounded

outpost,

By 7 Apfil, the engiidéeré’ working on Roﬁtef 9. had 'complétély re"-'-'"* K

constructed over 8 kilometers of the road and had replaced or:

rebu:.lt Pive of the nine bridges to Khe Sanh.63-« B EN
f/\\/

i :_63 R TGRS S STV

. SIT REP HQ PCV 0700011{ to 0721;001{ Apr 68 no 029
SPEG. REP, HQ PV (TOC), 0709003 to 080900H Apr 68
COR'S DAILY sm«, HQ PCV, 07120011 to 1812001{ Apr 68 '

. . w\-‘.-.
DR [
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‘ ,In the 2d Bde A0, the 1st Bn, 5th Cav worked cut of LZ TDOTHY and
_ Lz T with the 2d Bn, 5th Cav conducting operations in the vicin-
-ity of an old French fort at 480 XD 858387, The 2d Bn, 12th Cav,
‘situated on Hill 471, sent two companies attacking to the south

into the village of Khe Sanh (L8Q XD 847382),

Within the 1lst Bde's a.rea-oiy’. operatjlon, the ist Bn, léth Cav con-
tinued operations southwest of Xhe Sanh Gombat Bace, At 1000H ™
' Company 'D,‘];s.f‘;' Bn, 12th Cav engaged an unknown size enenvf:,orcef:
at 1j8Q 1D 829398, 'me?‘"énexi& broke contact at 1030H, The re- |
sults of ‘the acticns were five U.S, KIA and’ three enemy killed

[P

with five weapons ‘bapturéd'.’"-'
 Attacking to the wedtcof Fhe Saph, 'Lt.hei'lst By, 9’61;_.‘ Hai‘ines;aeized '
_Hill 869 (48Q D 803409) at O730H with no cpposition, Horthwest

- of K5CB Companies T and G, 2nd Bn, 26th Marines found 37 KVA -
:lgilled from a ¢ontact the‘night‘ béfore’ at 2030H, '
total of 119 sorties of tactical air struck in support df the

-area with ninaty in the vicinity of Ehe Sanh. Air Force resupply
. consisted of two 61130 and four C-123 air drops,’ Thirteen heli-

coﬁtei‘s “Land mthcargo while two C-123's 1orded with LS passengcrs.&‘

- . . ot . v
.- . R RN o e o . (
Ly EI 3 . . . 5 PR

. 6)_1 IR .",.\. S r e sE e s e e i )
‘ SIT m.P HQ PCV, oBooom to 0821;0011 Apr 68 No 030

SPEC REP, HQ Pcv (TOC), 80900}1 to 0909001{ Apr 68
. nm)mr HQ PCV 0800011{ to oezhoon Apr 68, Xo 29-68‘
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. The lst Bde on 9 ipril conducted operations around L7 SHAPPER

with offensive maneuvers to the north northwest, Eight kilo-

neters south of Ithe Senh Corbat Base (L8Q D 831326), Co A, 1lst.

' Bn, Bth Cav roceived sniper fire at 10LiH, IArtillery and tact-

ical air support were called in on the enemy's positions, The_ _j

results were one friendly and eight enemy killed,

At the same time, Company B, lst Bn, 12th Cav engapod two in-

dividuals attempting to avoid contact; results: two ‘.IWA KI1a,

A cacho was discovered .in the area (L8Q.XD 7853557) consisting
of : 300 Chicom grenades, 50 B-§iO rockets, one AK-47 rifle, qne"" ‘

Chicom 7,62rm rifle, one SKS rifle, and one ¥-60 machinegun,.
I'ovmg northoast (hBQ 0 83h38h) they found 50 NVA ld.lled by

. i‘.

. either tactical air strikea or artlllery at J.‘Lth.

At 1855 Company C, lst Bn, 12th Cav received 22 rounds of
artillery. Counterfire was placed on'the Suspettéd:eneuy .

" loeation (L48Q XD 770320), Dnemy losses viere unknovm while cme |

US soldier was wounded, ‘

v

In operations foﬁr Pilorneters south of K5CB, compa.mr D, 1st Bn,v o -
. 12th Cav foumd a- large weapons and a:mnmltion cache containing.f‘ \
15 AK-47's, R9 SKSta, four 82mn mortars (thres w:H.h ba.seplate), : -
one 8lrm mortar with basaplate, one Brming Automatic R:Lfle,

ARt
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- one 82mm launcher (B-10), two',L5 cal, pistols, one M-60 machine-

gun, three B-40 rockeb launchers, one FPS-L3 sub-machinegun, five
Light maghineguns, ) four M-16's, 943 rounds of 62mm mortar emmuni-
tion, 153 B-ho rockets, 617 rounds of 60rm mortar amnm:Lt:.on,
20000 Chn.com grenades, 50,000 rounds of AK—h? amnunition, 500

"pounds of TNT, and 25 pou.ncls of medical suppl:.es. B

The 1st Bn, 5th fav continued to secure LZ TOM and TIMOTHY with-
in the 2d Bde's area of operation. South of Khe Sanh the 24 Bn,
5th Ganr and the 2d Bn, 12th Cav conducted offensive operations.
Company D, 2d Bn, Sth Cav uncovered a grave containing 5 VA |
bod:t.es a" O9OSH in the ncim.ty of hBQ XD 855375. Hoving i‘urther

to the south, they found an amrmmition cacha at 1330H. 'The cache

~ contained lhl rounds of Bme mortar armnmmtion, h8 rounds of 60mm
: mortar mmunitxon a.nd one ind:.vidual weapon.

" At 1100H Company A, 2d"Bn; 12th Cav located a cache (1,80 XD 858 .

394 ) consisting of: 3k Chicom‘grenades,‘ 22, B-l40.rockets, seven
“oviet rij.‘le grenades s 8ix Chicom anta.-personnel mines, five
Chlcom r:Lfle grenadeq, 13 60mm mortar rounds ’ 700 hght maohine~

gun rou.nds, 150 AK-L;? rounds, 30 pounds of Chicom explos:wes, one

' 5K3 rlfle » and 16 Gh:.com gas masks. ‘

" '.Anothor oacho was found ab 1615H, in the vicinity of L8Q XD BL9

375, by A Compary, 2d Bn, 5th Cav, Included in the find were six

t
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SKS's, five AK-li7's, two light machineguns,, one -2 carbine,
one .45 c¢al, sutmachine guna (grease pun) and one 12-gauge chot~

gun,

In the 3d Bde erea, the 2d and Sth Bns, Tth Cav conducted offon-
sier operatlans in the area around the Khe Sanh base, wh:tle the
1st Bn, 7th Cav contlnued to secure Lz MIKE and LZ THCR, The
gormand post of the 5th Bn, 7th Cav was airlifted into the combat

" base propere

The 26th lIar:Lm Regt. continued to mit:.ate attacks to t.he north—

‘ west of Khe Sanh in an effort to secure the base. An element of

Company, Jst Bn, 261‘1‘1 Harines found eight IWA bodies in a shal-b' :
low grave at 1100H (hBQ XD 779hh5). To the south of that locat- .
tion, the 3d Bnm, 26th Marines received automatic weapons and 120 '

mm mortar fire at 1115H, Artillery retumed fire on the sus-

pocted enemy positions, . 'Ihe.-,reaults vere one Marine killed and. - |

13 wounded. Enemy losses were lmdetemined._' -

Headouarbers amd Headqua.rters Cmrq:a.ny, lst Bn, 9th Marines, re- |
celved 18 rotmds oi‘ 82mm mort.ar fire at O720H. Artillery sup- )
ported the Ha.rines. Friendily casualties were two KIA and ‘four”
wounded,. ' . B s A e
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' In operations norihwest of Lz STUD, B Company, lst Bn, lst
‘Yarines at 1047TH attempted an airlift into an 1Z at L8Y XD

995512, The landing had to be aﬁorted because of intensive
ground fire, Heavy preparatory i‘ires preceaded the second -
assault and the wnit successfuuy la.nded at 1215. o |

- The 3d ARVN ABK TF. continua'd offensive operations.oeut.of L2
SHAKE on 9 April, An olement of the 6th ABW Bn received a
grenade :mto their dcfens:we posn.t:.on in the early mornlng
hours. M; 0600H s the ARVN unlt m.neuvered against t.ha en-

- emy i'orce, i':.va ln.lomabers south of KSCB, and succeeded in |

| capturmg anNVA officer. in unlmovm size enemy force at=

tacked the 8th ABN Bn at OBO_OH near LZ SHAKE, The enemy
employed smali. armg and automa'r)ic Weapons .fire'. Contact - “

. wag brolen at 08151{ with eight enemy killed and five in-: - ;

dividual and one crew-served weapon captured,. The 3d ABN .

Bn (14,6Q XD 795393) at 1208H came under artillery attack with

~enery losses unknown,. At 1555H, ‘the same ‘unit, received

| mortar and'srﬁall arms f‘ife approximately éne kilometer southe .
cast of the prev:.ous em,ounter. Couhte:é-mort.ar fire Was re= .

Iturncd, agaln w:z.t.h unknown enery logses. : Ten' additional ARVH

L vold:.erq vere wovnded. . Battery C, lsb Bﬁ, 30th Artillery was
- adrlife into LZ oum fram LZ ST, during the aay to support -

the Task I‘orce. e ‘ f" e

-
!
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ihree C-123's landed at Ihe Sanh alorg with nine helicopters to
deliver 19 tons ‘of' eruipment, There were no. air drops on 9 April

'bec:m.so -the a»irstrip was- open’ to all types of aircraft,

‘me hu.ndred f:Lve sortle., werse floun in support of the area m.th
69 strikes in the :meed:nte nc:.m.ty of.‘ the combat base. Thoro

were no B-52 strikes flown in support of Operation PEG;-..JU{-B.-éAS )

R e e Uow v
b .o Vi . r

.65 Ly e T .
SIT ﬁ.L,P HQ P(,V, 090001H to O92h00H Apr 68 No 031

UIT >U}1 HQ I‘CV, 090001H to O92hOOH Apr 68 Ho 30-68 .
I"‘ 111',? HO 1 A"” O90001H to O921400H Apr 68 No lOO _

Oporation FEGASUS continued on 10 April. with supporting fires

i

accomting for thé majority of enemy casualties inflicted, - The' -

reconnaissance element of the 1 4CD, the 1lst Bn, 9th Cov was

extremely_active. At O09L5H 'an element of Company A, lst Bn, 9th

Cav killed one NVA-in'the vicinity of 483 XD 793363, At the . .
same time an’aircraft from the ‘same unit observed a PP-76 tank
lcc:‘bed in a -suspected en‘emyi la'ssemb]y-faréa.‘ 'Tactical °ir strikes

were called on. t.he enemy t'mk. W destroyed .and 15

iV werd. killed, "'ne camoufla;,cd bank weg ,located_- near 48Q }I(D.‘ P

¢ Nyt R ol et oo e, e S .
R T R C R A P R DT

e T T Tty T e i e Ty e

o e e
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Later in the day another aircraft from Company A observed what

the pilot estimated to be one hundred VA in the vicinity of L8Q

" XD 746368, - Artillery was caJ.'Léd on the target wiﬂw
by artillery fires, Fowr secondary explosions were also observed,
_At 16151 in the v:.c:.nity of 48 XD 793365, A Company engaged an
additional. 15 indiwnduals who attenpted to evade contact. Results

oi‘ the actn.on were three NVA Klide

| ‘A, cache of weapons }ms‘ found by Company 4, 2d Battalian, 5th Cay’
f ab 1205H,  The ‘cache, located at 487 3D 854366, contained ono 12,7

o m anti-a:.rcraf'c weapon, one light machinegxm,  one .B-hO rocket
1auncher, 50 .)KS rifles, three I*.K-h? mfles, f:ne -2 carblne, and
tvo flere pistols, Company G, Of the same battnlion had discovered
six MVA killed at 1130H (L8 x» 8lgh22), At the same location where
tho Weapons cache was found by Co 4, 2nd Bn, Sth Cav, the unit also
. found: 12 rounds of 82mm mortar‘mmnunitio-n, two rounds of 60m
mortar ammmition, 900 rounds of .50 cal. ammmition, 315 pounds

of TNT, one Chicom radio receiver, 50 cans of powdered milk, 30
. cans of‘tea, two lanfez'fls, ].12 mess kits, 2 IB:.nlaPs,‘-o.;te ice chest,
200 pounds of canned food, 6oo pounda of Buga.r, s-mm pécks and 25

pounds of medical supplies.

The 2d Bn, 26th larines, located on Hill 861 .(48Q XD 8OLLLL), re-
~ceived three rounds of 82mm mortar fire.  The sporadic firing re-
" gulted in the wounding of one Narine at 1620H,
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At 0350H on the morning of 8 April, an element of the ARVN Air-

borne Task Force came under a ground attack mear the 3d ARVN Abn
Bn Command -Post (48Q AD 812372)s The element again received small -
- arms with mixed mortar fire at OhlOH, .The enemy withdrew at 0715,

A sweep of the area revealed 7l enemy KIA with two detainees and -

39 weapons captured, ARVl casualties were 11 KIA and 30 WIA,

The 1st Co, .3d ARVN Atn Bn, engaged an estimated enemy squad ab .

- party in the vlcinity of 18q xp 889388 At 1735'H contact was

terminated with one rriendly KIA, ono enemy KIA, three individual

t

weapons and one radio captured i‘rom the enexv.

toe

. A1l elements of the 3dj1LRVN,Abrf1 TF, which consisted of the 3d

(minus 1st Co), 6th and 8th Abn Bns, cloged at IB:SNAKE séven

_ kilemoters west of Ehe Sanh. Base, ' -The'task force began offensive

- Completing the 3d Bde, 1 ACD's link-up with the Combat Base, C. .

Co, 2d Bn, Tth Cav closed at Khe Sanh at 10OCH, followed by

the 3d Bde headquarters.at 1015H, .The lst and Sth Bns, 7th Cav
continued to secure the area around Lz HIKE, LZ CATES, and 12
THOR. Companms B and C, of the Sth Bn, 7th Cav ha.d received

small arms fire and nine rockots into their pe;’imeter (hBQ XD g

gu.,n e

851425) earlier that. moming

g ey AR s
v‘.r‘v o N RN RN
: . . s

DECLASSIFIED

-160CH, The squad vas protecting an artillery forward observer . .-

* operations to the west along Route 9, . . : iy
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15G, Hy III MAF, dtg 060252 ST

" A, B, and D Companies of the 9th Marines held off the enemy

force; Contacﬁ continued throughout the day as‘ the enemy -

employed small arms; automatic weapons,-B-4O rocket and mortar

_ fire against the friendly positions. Tact:.cal air, arbillery

and ;axortar fire supported the lda'rines. The battallon lost one

man Iilled and 19 wounded while accouting for 122 NVA lilled and '

. five prisoners. The . prisoners revaalad that tha larines had-

. SHAPPTRY (hBQ D Bh53&h). Meoting no resistanco on the Lz, the -
‘:dee, loss’ the 24 Bn, Bth Cav closed by 1515H. I

vsuccassfully throvm bgck the 7th Bn, 66th Reg:iment, Bthh NVA

Division, 'I'he ehemy also 103t 13 Light machme guns, 29 AK-h?

I

rifles, two SKS r:.fles s One B-hO rocket launcher, one AK-SO rifle R
- one 60t mortar and mlsce]lamous grenades s equipment, and food

The 1st Bde, 1 ACD began moving to Lz STUD where they Were t.o
T T T e

stage in preparation of an air assault 1nto tho:lr assigned AO. |

"By 1330H tho first assau.lt elements of the Bde landed in Lz
T T — .

!

"(

‘Gontact, was moderate to heavy throughout the operational area as .

AT
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the 2d Bn, lst i'erince and the 2d Bu, 3d Mavimes, west of Calu,
concentrated on clesring the area around Route 9. G Cupany; 24
Bn; 34 lar south of idoute 9; engoged seven enewy soldiers ob

1550, Artillery was fired resulbing im ons NVA killed and @as

AX-L7 rifle captured,

At LZ THOR, the 2d Bn, Tih Cav continued to secure the sroa

03
Q
o
(5]
i3
o
3
Q
[

around the landing zonc, Companies A and C enca
force of unkmovm size im the vicimity of L8J ¥» 883399, b

13L0H, Artillery supported the wio conpeanies, Hesuwii of tho
engagonent were: two 7.5, XIA, five U.S8. WIa, seven #VA Kih,
four AK-L7's,; one Light machine gun, oue Sovict transformer,

ong Chicom Claymore mine, and an agsortment of armmuanition cg

o

3

tured,

The artillery build-up within the oporabticiol arca coatinuad
with the alrlifting of Battery A, ist Bun, 30ch Artillery intdo
Lz TIMOTEY at 1510, and Battery B, 1ot Bn, T7th Artillery inbo

LZ TGI at 1600H,

Six B~E2 strikes were flown in support of tho Xhe Sanli arca,
delivering 900 tons of ordinancc, Yactical ainr strikes flown
during the day included 11 U.S.M.C.y 51 Alr Yorce, end 1k

Ravy sorties, Sixty-two of the strikes wore in the lmmediato

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

~over 1, lilometers of road, repaired or replaced 9 bridges and
congtructed 17 by-—passéé. ‘In addition numerocus sections of thev "

rqa.d had to be cleared of iandslides and craterse

Although enemy initiated attacks by i‘iré indreased, éontacts
consisted primarily of small unit actions as the 1 ACD ulements

began towithdraw from the PEGASUS AO in preparation for Operation

" DELAWARE, Wy airlifted into

" an area south of Quang Tri City, and the 37th ARVN Ranger Bn moved

’ to Da lang, The weather deteriorated to rain in the afternoon to -

: slow the extraction of the 1 ACD unitse

':f Beg:mn:mg late it the moi'ning:of‘ 11 april, A, B, and C Companies,
lst Bn, 12th Cav began mqving toward the sité of the Lang Veiv
Spécial Forces Camp (48Q XD 7683358), The camp had been over-run
by WA Forces on the night of 6-7 February, At 137H Companies
A and C received 1 rownds of updgtemineqmsiz'e artillery in the
vicinity of L8Q X 785360, As duslic‘approached- (1800H), B Cunpany,
"1st ‘Bn, 12th Cav made contact W'ith an estima‘bed 30 individuals.
irtillery and tactical air were called in on the enery's bunkers

and 'fightihg‘poéitioﬁé'. Two' Eav‘alrymén were wounded while the

enery lost 27 Killeds Equlpment captured by the company was pri=
mar:l_'l.y V.3, équipﬁentr'ihich uhe evriemyhapﬁa‘i'ently had seized vhen -

y

‘the Lang Vel canp was. taken, * Tncluded were: eight carbines, one
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M-1 rifley one 3,5 in, rocket launcher, one light machinegun,, .

two 57rm recoilless rifles,. and one §lmm biped,

in eloment of A Carpany, 1lst Bﬁ, 9th Cav;, operating in the area
on 7 ipril (hBQ._x,‘D 781355 ) had destroyed four .SO cal, machine

guns, eight 430 cal. lm'achi.ne‘ guns, fcwo”lolém reqoil}ess r:}fles, a
tw0 3,5 dn, rocket launchers, ten 82mm 'mértarsl, and five l.2 in.

_mortarse ;-

No aena.lresupp;ly of Khe-Sanh Combat Base was made.on )1 April.

The blevvé‘ls' "of" supply in the baSe ‘remained at a'v"éati'sfactory leve; . ’

even though some 1 ACD units Were' dramng on these stockq.‘ And; the

./F,u at Ca Lu remained the pr:mary logistical installatlon in

support of I’BGASQS.é_?- R T ,x o ,:' Do 4

~ (D'S DAILY SW, HQ Pcv, 111200H to 1212008 Apr 68 e

T SPEC I ";l %) HQ PCV, ’JJ.0900H tO 120900H Apr 68
c, m 1 AbD, atg 3111&252 pr6s

Cmtinuing the operation in the vicinity of the L‘zmg Vei Specigl-
 Forces Camp on 12 April, B Gompany, 1st Bn, 12th Cav, tlocsted

approximately one kilomabar east of. the camp, rece:.ved an artlllery

~ attack at 1130}1. - Two U.a. cavalrymen were wounded. Conducting a

DECLASSIFIED
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se«;.rch of the area, the company, at 1525H, found 13 VA bodies
in thesouthwest portion of the camp, Ten of the enemy had been
killed by small arms, and three by artillery as the battalion
fought to secure the base, In the same area, and in the vicinity
‘of the 1st Bn, 9th Cav's engagement of 7 April, B Company found
soven pachineguns , two ¥-1 carbi;nes:v,' four AK-47's, two M-79
grenade launcher, one M-16 rifle » one BAR, ‘one M-l rifle, one-
81mm mortar base plate, and the two 1061m reco:.lless rifles de-

stroyed in the earller actlon.

;Company C, 1st Bn, 5th Cav éncountared small 'armsvfire from an
estimated platoon-size férc'e while being airlifted into an LZ
(48a x» 828321) at 1410H, " With artillery suppbrtiﬁg,‘ fire was
returned which resulted in 18 NVA killed and no U,S. casua.lties.,
Seven AI\-SO ma.chineguns,, two U.b. gas masks, three M-16 magazmes s
E © £ive Chicom grenades s and assor‘bed web equipmeﬁt and medlcal sup-
'plles were captured from the enemy element, At 1630H, Companies B
| ':and c, 1t m, S’ch Cav obg erved approxmately 18 rounds of artillerj

outside their perme'ber. There were no casualtles.

Tear the n]lmge of Khe Sarh (hBQ X0 8&5380), company A, 24 Bn, Sth

‘ 1Cav found one AK-h?, one oKS, ons carb:.ne, two rad:.o an‘oemla (RC-292),.
, "one U S. 'belephone (TA-J.), one rectifier, one case of flares, o

' -‘radios (All/P'lC-lO) » ono rad:.o (AN/GRG—9) s 13 60mm rounds, 17 hand
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flares, 20 carbines, 17 M-79 rownds s 20 U.3. pas n:r.sl-:é, 5000 .
rounds (U5 cale ammnition, 20,000 rounds 430 cal, ammunition,

b ' - 2000 rounds carbine ammunitiom, L trailers, 2 one-quarter ton

: . - trucks, ong Gl ,tru_b,}c, onn ¢ivilian type bus, three bicycles,

and one motor scooter. At 1518H, they located eight partially .
destroyed bunkers containing six rounds of 82mm mortar ammmni-
%ien anc_l one AKe47 rifle, . -

a v » Northwest of KscB, Gompa.n;r L, 3d Bn, 26th }'arines operating be-

tween Hill 881 South (h&:} XD 77h3) and H:L'Ll 861 Horth (h&) 77h5 )
discovered a bunker and trench complex at O715H; The Marines
received an undetermined number of 120mm mortar rounds ‘as  they
' " were moving iﬂtq the abandoned enemy positions,. Five U.5. were
_l!wounded.' S | |

B The Battahon Gommand. Post operating from H111 881-.: was hit be-
. tween 1ooou and 1530H w:v.t'.h 152 rounds of 120mm mortar Tire and 35

rou.nds of 82mm mortar fire, Fire wasg returned on enemy posit:.on

on Hi.'Ll 881-N with mﬂmmm enemy casualt:.es. 'I‘v:enty;-eight Yarines

: ' were wounded in the attack by fire, '

.At O905H, t;he 2d Bn, 26th }Iarines operating approxlmately three o
I o ‘kllmlters east of qus 861 K and 881 5 received two rounds of

5 morta.r fire, The 82mm mortar attack wounded one Marlne. ‘

] I T N A
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Company b, 1st Bn, 9th Marines, at 1200H Pound 27 bunkers con- -
taining 50 pounds vof: ;'ic;e_; -hOO rounds of AK-L7 ammunitiom, 13
Chicom grenades, two 60mm vmort;czr rounds, éight bamboo bangalor
torpednes, and assortéd items of uniforms and equipment ();LBQ‘
XD 815400), Company A, in' the vicinity of L8 X 787405, at
1500K, received 1 rounds of 60mm mortar fire, Artillery and
mortar returnsd fire, Ten U.3. were wounded with three NVA «
killed, Five Jﬂ(-i;?'s were captured whiJ.gr97 rounds of 82mm - -
mortar ‘and 47 Chicom grenades were found and destroyed,

At LUSH, the 3d Bri; 3d ARVH Abn TF-exchangved’fir_e m.th an
‘ undetemined siie enemy i‘orce. -I.'ﬁe acticn which occurred‘ in
the v:.c:mlty of L8Q XD 793390 resulbed in fow' ARVN wounded
and five NVA ki.'lled. The alrborne wit also captured one 60mﬁ
lmortar. At 1230H, the 8th 4bn Bn,- received three rounds of 130 '
mm artillery in the vicinity of L7 SNAKE. Fire was not return-
y  ed gince 'ﬁhe location of the enenvl"-a.rtil;l.ery position could not '
| - be determined; - anA ’ARVI'I soldier was killed and __i-'oﬁr wera”wound-.

: .ed. N . ‘1 "

Visibility oi‘ 10 miles was reported by Forward Air Controllers '

- " as +two B-52 stmkes and L1 tactlcal adr gort:x.es were flown in ‘v

T " R Voo, s .
4 P N T

68, .
support of- the operation. R R

emy G L éé' '
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68
”IL RJ HQ 1 }‘CD, l"OOOlH to 1221;OOH Apr 68 No 103

SPT‘C RGP, HQ YuV, 120900H to 130900H Apr 68

- Light resistance wos encountered on April 13 vthroughout the .

FEGASUS area as the 1 ACD continued its redeployment of forces

into the Quang Tri/Camp Ivans-complex, Two sorties of C~130.

- alrcraft, seven sorties of C-123, and 31 sorties by CH-47 heli-'

copter lifted personnol and equipment to the vicinity of Camp .
Evans, The 1st Bde, less the lst Bn, 121'.h Cav a.nd elements of
the 3d Bde completed thelr moves out of the PEGASUS AO, ,

ma.rg:.nal weather contlnued to delay 'che mmrement schedule. The

1st Bn, 12th Cav came under owon of the 2d Bde, 1 ACD., o

At 1120H the 3d AN Atm Task Force in the vicinity of 48 XD ..

78738, received seven rounds of 82mm mortar fire and returne_d ‘

' fire with artillery on the suspected enemy position, Five . . . “

minutes later, .the 6th Bn, 3d. ARVN pAbn TF received twqrounds,ﬂ . ‘

of 82mm mortar sbout 150 meters to the northeast, Four ARVH

paratroopers were wounded in the two attacks by fire,

During the period 1152 to 1425, A'and B Compenies‘,' lst Bn, 12th ..
Cav moved in and occupied the site of the Lang Vel Special I‘orces

Camp, The cav troops had gone quickly through the camp at dusk .
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Two B~52 airstrikes hit enemy positions in the vicinity of Lang
Vei (48 XU 794363)., Tactical air provided 89 sorties in suppart
of the operation, while 177 artillery fire missions were delivered

with 2,932 rounds expended,

The enery continued to pull away from the ¥he Sanh area, V.S,
Armyy UlS, Narines, and ARVU fofces weré operating in a.nd a]J.‘
around the combat base with the 3d Bde, 1 A%D boing responsible

_for the immediate security of the base itsolf, . -

Artillery elements in support of the 1 ACD began to male their ex-

traction from the area of operation as units of the J.stand 3d Bdes

. began moving into theﬂQuang Tr'i area.66 o

. » ‘ »
' “I? RZ, HQ TGV, 100001H te 102L0OH Apr 68, No 032 .
TS0, HQ FCV, 100001H to 102L400H .ipr 68, lio 31-68

Htoute 9 into The Sanh Corbat Base was officlally opened April 11
as a lass 5’0v Road at léddﬁ, "Genereizllw'estmoreland and LTG Rosson
expressed their congratulations ‘to the 11th Ilngr Bn, FIIF, and fhe
8th “ngr Bn, 1 ACD for their initiative, drive, and outstanainé
-display of engineering skill, ~ Ceneral Westmoreland described the
- task as "herculean", In 1l days the enginvee‘rsihad reconstructed

o ru am + e b e o
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on 11 pril and moved some 1000 meters to the east to the loca-

. tion of an older camp which had been abandoned when the newer -

camp was constructed, The two companies fomﬂ a weapons and
amunition cache consist:mg of 21 30 ca.‘L. machineglms,.six
BAR's, one ,50 cal machine gm, one Sonet nachinegun, . arie'
RPD 1light machinegun, eight ca.rbmes s one -16 rifle, two AK-
L7's, six V.5, ¥-1 carbines, one 1\1n1dent.if19d eub-machlnegm, :

four 81rm mortar tubes, tliree..57mm recoilless rifles, two B-LO

‘ '.” rocket launcher, two M-79 grenade launchers ,. various mortar and .

machinegun:. base plates, tripods’and bipeds, 5000 rounds of 8L
mm mortar, 2700 rounds of +50 ¢ale ammunition, 1000 rounds of

57im recoilless rifle ammunition, 50 rounds of 106mm recoilless .

‘rifle, 300 rounds' of 4,2 in, mortar, 40O M-79 grenades, 1000 ‘.’
' " rounds of olt5 cal, ammunition, 10000 rounds of carbine ammuni-.
tion,. 75000 ',30 ‘cal, rounds, 25000 rounds for M-1 rifle,. 200 |

:i‘rag‘nentation' grenadqu 50 white phosphorous grenades, and 70 -
N :smpke' grena‘d'es.: ."Also.‘fopnd we:f-everi‘e.," ra.dionreceiver, and 11

VA bodiese

‘o B-52 strikes were flown in support of the area and tactical .
T “air sorties were lzunited to 57 USMC flights ;as. weather generals-..

a ‘lly hampered support operat:xons. "f P S AR N

The 1 ACD CP ond elemen’p.s ofAthe 3d Bde began their extraction
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from the PEGAUS operational area, in preparation for Operation

DELAE. S,

69 .
 OIT ILF, Hy 1 ACD, 30001H %o 132) {00H Apr 68, Fo 101;

nzrm HQ ;';v, 13ooom to 1321;00}{ apr 68, Yo 3u-68
SPEC RF‘P, HQ Pcv, 130900H to 11;09001{ Apr 68 o

RN

On the morning of _.114 April between 0240 .and 0255 hours,. the 1st '
Bn, 5th Cav received eight _mﬂmown-sizqd rockets, ten to fifteen .
mortar rovnds,.satchel charges ’~“ small arms and automatic weapons
fire southeast of Khe Sanh-(48Q XD 828321), - There vere six cav-
' .alrymcn killed and ninc wounded, Artillery fir;z wag .c::.ll_ed in on
the enemy's position, At OLIOH .theA 1lst Bn received seven more,. .
rouncs of morter; there were no casualties, As alresult of the .

artillery. suppor'b -one HIVA was killed,

The Khe Sanh airfleld (hSQ 0 81.1;2) was hit m.th th:.rteen rounds
of unknown-sized artillery and two 122mm rockets at 12OOH I.To
~casualties were sustainedo Artillery‘ support was .called in on the .
suspected enemy's position (46Q XD 72hh)o At 19OOH the a:l.ri‘ield

received one round of '82mm morbar,. . ;;'«-,:;;-:,,.:; s e e |

M - IR [ N
coLt St e R L TLR
. . RN W o
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. Responsibility for Khe Sanh passed from the 3xd Bde, 1lst AGD to

the' _éd Bde at 1400, Cmnpanieé"A and 'C“,‘lst Bn, S'di Cav tmre" aif-
lifted into Khe Samh, 'Lz SNAPPER and Lz TOM wers secured by D
and C Companies respectively, o o
In the 2d Bn, St;h Cav, GompanyA condﬁcﬂed offensive op.ératixo‘m' "
near Hill 471 while B Compamr cont:n.nued security operations a- '
round Khe banh. Cmnpany c Was airllf'aed into Khe Sanh leavmg ‘

D bompa.ny to secure 1z TDIOTHY

The 26th Yarines conducted operatlons north and rorthhest of Fhe ‘

L —

Sanh, At O80CH the 3d Bn (Companles I, K, L, and V) assaulted
Hill 861 N from Hill 881 S, With artillery and tectical air ‘

- support, the Marines encountered an estimated NV4 battalion, |

At 1428H the Marines Seized Hill 861 W killing 106 NVA and cap-

turing two detaines. Seven crew-served and 59 individual weapons :

were captured, The Marines 's’ﬁféred six killed and 1 wounded,

In offensive operations northwest of fme Ganh (1480 X» BthL;j),

" the 2nd Bn, 26th Marines received ore round of sniper fire at

" '0920H, They feturned fire with negative results, At 1255H the
“Harines found one AK-L7, one gas m&élc; tvo pz{cl;s";' three helments,

| .""'.t.hree entrenchlng tools, two cmtoens and other assorted equlpment.

‘ Zﬁze Gommand POSt o:t‘ t'.he 2d Bn, 3d Har:!.ne Reglment received twelve
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rounds of 8lmm mortar at.150CH in the vicinity of 483 XD 89L0,
81rm mortar fire was retwrned with negative results, There were

no Harine casualties,

| At 1539 Company F found between_ tweni‘;y;-‘f‘iye and thirf)y bunkers,“
_-and fighting holes (487 XD 865400), In addition the Marines
found one .TNT bangalore torpedo, three B-4O roc]icet‘s‘_,l" thfee Chicom
grenade §,. two rolls. of_iﬁme,Z:ZO'-blectr?.caL:c_éps with -ﬁcorfls,'{;.twf:l '
82mm mortar rounde,-' ming lﬂﬁ-'poundr bidéks. usf-wr, four bo:reé ”of't -

time fuses, seven boxes’ ‘of blastlng caps, and ‘other assorted are

. 5 . .
. i “ ~ b b . .
Sk I 'l H ' el R

tlcles. 70

70 o R R R S et i .ol j.:&',‘;)_‘,';“
GIT REP, HQ 1 ACD, 140001H to 1L424COH Apr 68, o 105 .- .~

INTSUM, HQ 1 ACD, 1LO0OLH to 1L42LOCH Apr 68, No 105 ‘
INTSUM, HQ PGV, 1LOOOIH to 142LO0OH Apr 68, No 35-68 , =~ .~

Provisional Corps \Tietnam_téminated Operation PEGASUS on 15 April

| at 0800H, The operation had successfull:y'-vo_pgpgd,Route 9 fram Ca In"
to Khe Sanh and zjo_ﬁted the enemy from their strengholds around the
.Gombat, Base, , Task Force .Gli;ck of the 3d Yarine Division, with the

'2d Bde (m.mus), 1 ACD under 1ts OP"ON, assumed responsibility for ‘
tact:.cal operatlons in the Khe pa.'nh araa. Operation SCOTLAND II S
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vas launched by the 3d Mar Div at 0801H, 15 April.n:'

71

ﬁ(} (U}){Q PCV, dtg 1707312 Apr 68, Subject: PEGASUS/SCOTLAND

W‘_%_‘(<

The lst Cav Div (Airmobile), the 101st Abn Div, and the 3d ARVN‘
TF were already preparing to launch Operation DELAWARE, .

BN}

i AT
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- OPTIINAL FORM NO, 10
MAY 1082 EDITION .
;GSA FPMR (41 crR) 101108 -

o UNITED STATESﬂ GOVERNMENT

: During my absence on’ TAD, Lieutenant Colonel CLIFFORD will
act“as ‘Head, - Writing ‘Section.: Bi-week;y progress reports-will
wbe made to him’ on 18- November 1968, including’ any 1nformat10n

‘germane to the reviision of the production chart in the Admin-’
- istrative- Section. He will process book reviews for the Navy

‘"”brary system and assign new books for review.

In- the event that. the page proofs for Volume V, Wbrld Wart
IT come back from _GPO during this period. LtCol CLIFFORD will:
make’ the assignments to those section members who w111-assmst'
4n the proof—reading process.'r» :

or" “editorial comment w1ll be - submitted to LtCol CLIFFORD for
inal review' prior to being submitted to: the Head, Historicall

Head, HiStorical Branch o J
Head, ‘Administrative Section
All members,rwriting Sectlon :
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OPERATION PEGASUS
Friendly Situation
" 9 April 1968
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) The President of the United States i
presenting the PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION to fakes pleasure in

TWENTY-SIXTH MARINES (REINFORCED) ,
THIRD MARINE DIVISION (REINFORCED)

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For extraordinary heroism in action against North Vietnamese
A;my forces during the battle for Khe Sanh in the Republic of
Vietnam from 20 January to 1 April 1968. Throughout this period,
the 26th Marines (Reinforced) was |assigned the mission of holding
the vital Khe Sanh Combat Base and positions on Hills 881, 861-A,
558 and 950, which dominated strategic enemy approach routes into
Northern I Corps. The 26th Marines was opposed by numerically
superior forces - two North Vietnﬂmese Army divisions, strongly
reinforced with artillery, tank, anti-aircraft artillery and )
rocket units. The enemy, deployed to take advantage of short |
lines of communications, rugged mountainous terrain, jungle, akhd <L
adverse weather conditions, was determined to destroy the Khe
Sanh Combat Base in conjunction with large scale offensive opera
tions in the two northern provinceE of the Republic of Vietnam.
The 26th Marines, occupying a small but critical area, was daily
subjected to hundreds of rounds of| intensive artillery, mortar
and rocket fire. 1In addition, fierce ground attacks were con-
ducted by the enemy in an effort to penetrate the friendly posi-
tions. Despite overwhelming odds,| the 26th Marines remained
resolute and determined, maintaining the integrity of its posi-
tions and inflicting heavy losses on the enemy. When monsoon
weather greatly reduced air support and compounded the problems
of aerial resupply, the men of the|26th Marines stood defiantly
firm, sustained by their own professional esprit and high sense
of duty. Through their indomitable will, staunch endurance, and
resolute courage, the 26th Marines | and supporting units held the
Khe Sanh Combat Base. The actions|of the 26th Marines contributed
substantially to the failure of the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese
Army winter/spring offensive. The enemy forces were denied the
military and psychological victory they so desperately sought. By
their gallant fighting spirit and their countless individual acts
of heroism, the men of the 26th Marines (Reinforced) established
a record of illustrious courage and determination in keeping with
the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States
Naval Service.

7
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting
the NAVY CROSS to

COLONEL DAVID E. LOWNDS
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

For extraordinary heroism while serving as Commanding Officer of
the Khe Sanh combat base in connection with operations against the
enemy in the Republic of Vietnam from August 1967 through March 1968.
Upon assuming command of the vital combat base located in western
Quang Tri Province and tasked with the responsibility of interdicting
major North Vietnamese resupply routes and blocking any enemy inva-
sion attempt from the west into the northern provinces of South
Vietnam, Colonel Lownds immediately established combat outposts on
Hills 881 South, 861, and 950, and launched extensive and highly.
effective patrol activities throughout his area of responsibility.
Despite the hazardous, mountainous terrain, thick jungle foliage,
and adverse weather conditions, Colonel Lownds' valiant combat
leadership and indomitable command ability were the central instru-
ment in achieving and maintaining the superb combat posture of the
base. On 28 January 1968, when North Vietnamese divisions launched
a coordinated attack on the Khe Sanh combat base with rockets,
artillery, mortar, and machine-gun and small-arms fire, and with
their main attack directed at Hill 861-A, Colonel Lownds' superb
knowledge of and appreciation for the terrain and his aggressive
utilization of all supporting arms minimized the effectiveness of
the enemy attack and resulted in a large number of enemy casualties.
During daily enemy rocket and artillery attacks, and on 23 February,
when the firing reached its peak with more than 1,300 rounds impact-
ing on the combat base, his superior tactical judgment, calm leader-
ship, brave demeanor, and resolute endurance were an inspiration to
all around him and were a prime factor in maintaining a high level
of morale among his men. Giving no thought to his own safety, while
exhibiting a compassionate concern for the welfare of his Marines,
he gallantly and repeatedly exposed himself to hostile fire making
daily visits to outlying units to observe tactical operatiomns and to
study conditions confronting his unit commanders. During the period
1 November 1967 to 31 March 1968, Colonel Lownds organized and
directed Operation SCOTLAND, a highly effective search and destroy
operation throughout the Khe Sanh tactical area of responsibility,
which resulted in numerous enemy casualties, the capture of several
enemy, and a large number of weapons confiscated. By his gallant
leadership, distinguished personal bravery, and selfless devotion to
duty throughout, Colonel Lownds upheld the highest traditions of the
Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

For the President,

Secretary of -the Navy
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’ The P’resident of the United States takes pride in presenting the NAVY CRCSE
posthumously to
i

CORPCORAL JOHN R, BURKE
UNITED STATES MARINE CORES

for service as set forth in the following
CITATICN:

For extraordinary herolsm while serving as a Sniper Team Leader
with Headguarters and Service Company, Firgt Battalion, Twen‘;t'y-sigcth
Marines, ’ghird Marine Division (Reinforced), in the Republic of Victnam
on 6 June 1967. Assigned the mission ufdefendi% an outpost on Hill 950
at Khe Sanh, Quang Tri Province, Corporal Burke's team was taken
under attack by a numerically superior enemy force. During the initial
assault, Corporal Burke was wounded by am enemy grensde, Ignoring
his wound, he administered first aid to a severely wounded comrade
and placed him in a relatively safe position, covering the wounded man |
with his own body to protect him from further injury. Heeding a call
— for help from outside the bunker, he unhesitatingly went to the aid of
another Marine, While he and a companion were moving the man to
the security of the bunker an enemy gremade exploded, knocking him
and his comrade into the bunker. Although seriously wounded, he moved
the wounded man to a tunnel to protect him from the devastating enemy
fire. With all his team members casualties, Corporal Burke un-
hesitatingly and with complete disregard for his own safety armed
himself with grenadee, and shouting words of encouragementto his men,
stormed from the bunker in a valiant one-manassault against the enemy
positions. While firing his weapon and throwing grenades at the enemy
positions, Corporal Burke was mortally w ed. By his dauntless
courage, bold initiative and devotion to duty, he was instrumental in
stopping the enemy attack and saving his men from possible furthey o
injury or death, thereby reflecting great credit wpon himself and the
Marine Corps and upioldmg the highest traditions of the United
States Noval Service. He gsllantly gave his life for his country. .
ot Pl e
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The Presidenr of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the WAVY
CROSS to

SERGUEANT RICHARD E. MOEFEIT
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

- for service ag ger forth in the following .
CUTATION:

For extraordinary heroism while serving as a Fire Team i.eader
with Company G, Secomd Parttalion, Twenty-sixth Marxines, Third
Marine Division (Reinforced) in (‘uang Tri Province, Republic of
Vietnam on 16 17 May 1967. Company C was conducting a search
and destroy operation during Cperatiop HICKORY, south of the Ue-
militarized “one, when it came;under devastating enemy mortar and
automatic weapons fire from a deeply entrenched and heavily defended
North Vietnamese Army force Sergeant (ther Corporal) Moffit's
squad was assi the mission of clearing the enemy from cleverly
concealed positione in the outlying hedgerows ..g he diligently ma-
neuvered his squad toward the g%jactive, they were pinned down by
a heavy volume of machine-gun fire Quickly assessing the situation,
and with complete disregard for his own safety, he courageously
jumped to his feet and charged directly at the enemy position, firing
as he went Upon reaching the posgition, he fearlessly jumped into the
fighting hole, amd singlehandedly killed its two occupants. As the
operation continued on 17 May 1907, the company again came under a
heavy volwne of automatic weapons fire which halted the forward
elemente (lnce again he gallantly withatood the intense enemmy fire
as he singlehandedly charged toward the enemy position, throwing
reénades to overwhelm and kiil the enemy gun crew Py his intrepid
ighting apirit, exceptiona! fortirude wnd galant Initlative, fergeant
Mofftt rorved 1o Inspire all who obgerved hint ond contributed In
large measure to the success of his unit His great personal valor
reflected the highest credit upop himaelf and upheld the highest
treditions of the Macine Corpas and the Unlted “tates Naval ‘ervice

?
PR B ’ ' . VY \ e w e . . .
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The i'resident of the Unlted States takes pleagure in prmemiﬁg
the NAVY CROES to

SFRGEANT DUNALD W, 8OCTT
UNITTD S$TATES MARING CURPS

for service as ect forth {n the M]mng
CITATE M

For extraordinary heroism while serving with Jompany {7,
First Bantalion, Twewnty-sixth Mariges, Third biarime ivigicn,
Ileet Marine Force, in the Republic of Vietngm on 18 f:’.@!xemlwr
1966. As the Company approached the village of Gia Finh, the
poimt was raken undér attack and sustatned meny casualties: the
Plamon commander was killed After surveying the mituarion,
Ve Scott reacted quickly and slertly and without regard
for his owm personal! safety as he moved forward to aid the
fallen men. Subjected w0 imense fire from ememy automatic

small-arms dirscted the wounded men, Sergeamt Scott,
on six separate occas courageously worked his way up

through the bail of eneniy fire and retrieved his dead and wounded
comrades. When he himself wap painfully wounded, he refused
medical attention and weat back to retrteve the last of his dead
men. {'n his last trip tato the village he wag again wouwnded, but
gontipued on be the required by duty and succeeded in
recovering the of a fellow Marine Through his daring aud
courngeous actions in the face of almost certain death, and while
seriously wounded, Sergeamt ‘cont perseaally saved the lives of
three Marines, and recovered the bodies of three of his fallen
comrader, Py his daring initiative, vallaat fighiing spirit and
selfless devetion to duty, Sergeant Scotr reflected grear cradit
upen himpelf and the Marine Corps and upheld the highost
traditiome of the United States Naval Service,
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The irestden of the United States takes pride jn wresee ing the & 09y
RO posthureousliy 20

SEUCRNT LI UT DMANT MICHAD
T ST &

for secvice ar ger forth in the {ollowisg

CTEATTHON:

For extesordinary hercligm white serving as ¢ [lawon < ompvmnder
with Lompany 1, Third Fattalion, Teemty-eixth Marines, Thivd Merige
"ylston (Retnforced), in coanectios with ?nmtmm againet the enemy in
the Republic of Viemam os 20 Jaswary 1968 While leading Bis men in
coordinated ansck with an adjacent platoon alongs parallel ridge line'la |
the vicinity of Hill 881 South, Lieutenant Thomar' platven was taken under
tatense enemy awtcmatic weapons fire from anestimated battallon-sized
egemy force. The bostils fire wounded several Marines. /= a medical
evacuation belicopter endeavored to land to estract the wounded, it was
taken under intense enewy machine-gum fire and creshed Cuickly
aseeszing the eituation, | jeutenzet Thomas orgaaired & rescue toarn sand
accompanied his men to the crash afte to supervise reecuwe operations.
{ earping that the ad jacent plateon was pinned Sown by enemy fire and viwmt
the platoor commander and others were woundad, he maneuvered hig unit
through the inténse cnemy firve across 500 meters of opes terrain w
retnforce the helesgueved platoon. Cumeslideting his force, he vrepesiedly
exposed himeelf (c enemy five as he moved from one position o anathay
encouraging and directing hia smen's fire. Uiscovering that eight men
were missing, he crganived and lpwmuy led & search perty fme the
tire Mipl area, successfully locating fiveof the woinded and moved them
vo poeitions of relative safety. Although wounded as be was carrying &
sixth Marias to safety, he refused medical assietance and electad o
continue hir reacee efforte. Uospite his painful wound and near exhaug-
tion, he again moved into the hazardous nree in an artempt 1o vascue The
two remaining casusltien who were lying inadangerousiy exposed aves,
when he wae morwlly wounded Fyv hie bold mittacive, gallxe fighe ing
spirit awmd loyel devorico o duty, | leutensmt Thomes wae ipstrumenta! in
saving saveral Misrines from Turther injury or ponsible dearh, thoreby
reflecting grest crodtt upoa himeself and the Murine L orps amt uphoddiag
the highost traditions of the United Yeates Navel becvice e gollantdy
gave hig 1fe for his country
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