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Administrative Notes 

This is the second in a series of historical mono~ 

graphs prepared by the Marine Corps covering its operations 

in Vietnam. The first, entitled United States Marine Corps Act­

ivities in Vietnam, 1954~1963, was completed in June of 1964 

and provides a detailed account of operations during the period 

covered. It is classified SECRET-NOFORNo This study is a 

sequel to the first history and covers calendar year 1964. To 

facilitate understanding of the situation at the beginning of 

1964~ a summary of events from 1954 through 1963 is presented 

in Chapter I. 

Sources cited are located within Historical Branch, G-3 

Division~ Headquarters, United States Marine Corps, Washington, 

D. C. unless otherwise indicated in footnotes. Standard 

abbreviations, except NF for NOFORN, have been used to show 
I 

the security classification of each source. Although sources 

with an overall classification of TOP SECRET were used, no in­

formation classified higher than SECRET was included in this 

history. 

Distances are given in nautical miles. 
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This is a first draft prepared for submission to 

the staff agencies of Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps, 

field commands, and individuals for comment. Appro­

priate comments will be incorporated into a final 

version of the history, which will be distributed 

for use in training and for reference, as was done 

with the 1954-1963 monograph. This draft, however, 

does not include the comm~md structure diagrams, 

flight statistics tables (including a summary of air­

craft losses), and photographic illustrations referred 

to in the narrative. USAF Pilotage Charts, scale 

1:500,000 may be used to locate the points designated 

by grid coordinates. These charts, plus maps of RVN 

provinces and ARVN Corps tactical areas and the other 

items noted above as not included in this draft, will 

be incorporated int~the final study. 
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u.s. MARINE CORPS OPERATIONS IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, 196~ 
(1) 

CHAPTER I 

SUMMARY OF USMC OPERATIONS IN VIETNAM, 1954-1~63 

On 21 July 1954, a 'multi-nation Geneva conference placed 

a cease-fire ~~reement in effect in Vietnam and divided the 

nation, generally along the 17th parallel, into two countries, 

commonly known as North and South Vietnam. The northern nation, 

under Ho Chi Minh's Viet Minh Communist organization ,-center~d in 

the capital city of HanOi, was officially known as the Democratic 

Republic of Vietnam (DRV). It ~u1ed about 16 million people 

and 62,000 square miles of territory. 

(1) Unless otherwise noted, the material in this chapter is 

derived from: United ~ates Marine Corps Activities in Vietnam, 

1954-1963 (S,NF) dtd 27 June 1964. A Historical Monograph 

Prepared for the Secretary of Defense, hereafter Vietnam Mono­

graph; General Chronology of Events in Vietnam 1945-1964 (TS), 

0003D2 7964,dtd 9 October 1964, hereafter Vietnam Chronology; 

LtCol Archie J. Clapp, "ShU-Fly Diary," United States Naval 

Institute Proceedings, v. 89, no. 10 (Oct63), hereafter 

Shu-Fly Diary. 
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The southern nation, with its capital in Saigon, was named 

the Republic of Vietnam (RVN)Q It encompassed approximately 

15 million people and an area of 65,000 square miles. Ng;o Dinh 

Diem had been appointed premier on 15 June 1954; after power 

struggles and reorganizations, he became president of the 
; 

republic on 26 October 1955, maintaining that office until his 

assassination on 1 November 1963. 

Iri July 1954, there were 13 United States Marines 1n the 

new Republic of Vietnam--12 security guards at the American Em­

bassy in Saigon and one naval attache/naval attache for air. 

(2) In addition, Lieutenant Colonel Victor J. Croizat was en 

route to Vietnam to become the first adviser to the Vietnamese 

Marine Corps (VNMC) , an organization stiil in the planning stage. 

From 1954 onward~the Republic of Vietnam sought to establish 

a stable government, struggling against disorder within and a 

growing Communist threat from without. French forces, which had 

been steadily withdrawing since.the Dien Bien Phu disaster in 

May 1954, were nearly gone from South Vietnam by 1956. By that 

time President Dwight Do Eisenhower had ordered U.S. advisers 

(2) The 12 security guards were assigned to the Embassy in 

1953; in 1955, this number was increased to 15; in October 

1963 it was raised to 19. 
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under the Military Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG) to assist 

in training the Vietnamese armed forces (RVNAF). About 770 

advisers were assigned in 1956, and U.S. aid stood at 500 million 

dollar~ per year. 

In mid-1957 Communist infiltration, subversion, ana armed 

activity began to increaseo Thousands of South Vietnamese, who 

had gone to North Vietnam after the French withdrawal, returned, 

after intensive training; there to wage guerrilla warfare against 

the Diem government. This terrorism often took the form of 

planned murder of goverr~ent officials, mostly province chiefs, 

district chieftains~ and hamlet village leaders, and teachers. 

More than 13 9000 officials had been slain by the Communist Viet 
(3) 

Cong eve) guerrillas by 1959. Fearing for his nation's 

independence in the face of stepped-up attacks, President Diem 

appealed to the United States for increased assistance. 

In response to this appeal~ and as part of an overall U.S. 

buildup~ more Marines were sent to the country. Many of them 

served as advisers to the growing Vietnamese Marine Corps, which 

had been formed effective 1 October 1954 with an authorized 

strength of 1,137 officers and men. By the summer of 1955, 

VNMC strength had jum~ed to 1,837 and three USMC advisers had 

(3) Bernard B. Fall~ The Two Viet-Nams, A Political and Military 

Analysis (New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1963), p. 360 9 
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been assigned to assist and train the Vietnamese, who were 

organized into two battalions with a mission that included 

an amphibious assault capability_ In 1958 VNMC officers began 

receiving training at Marine Corps Schools, Quantico, Virginia, 

while enlisted members atten!fted courses of instruction at Okinawa, 

San Diego, Camp Pendleton, and other USMC installations. 

There were two attempts to abolish the VNMC" betv1een 1956' 

and 1958 but by 1959 its combat record was such that it was 

expanded instead--to a Marine Corps Group of 2:,276 men, with 

three landing battalions. 

During 1960 and the following year the numbers of government 

officials murdered by the Viet Cong grew alarmingly; 250 to 

300 deaths per month were reported by June of 1961. Recognizing 

that South Vietnam was now faced with full-scale guerrilla war­

fare,President John F. Kennedy committed the U.S. to a more active 

role. He increased the total American adviser strength from less 

than 800 to 2,000, delivered propeller-driven attack aircraft 

to the Vietnamese, and authorized U.S. personnel to accompany 

Vietnamese troops in the field. 

On 11 December 1961, two U.s. Army helicopter companies with 

40 helicopters and about 400 personnel arrived in RVN, and four , 

days later President Kennedy pledged still more aid. By the end 

of the year, the UoS. Army had 16 C-123 twin-engine transport 
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aircraft in place? available for combat airlift support within 

RVN (Operation MULE TRAIN) 0 Headquarters, signal, and main­

tenance units arrived late in December. When 1961 ended, the 

authorized strength of the MAAG had risen to ab?ve 4,000, the 

Vietnamese Army CARVN) had announced an increase in strength 

from 170~000 to 200700~ and the first American had been killed 

in combat operations. The war had moved into a new and more 

critical phase. 

On 1 January 1962~ the VNMC was expanded once again, this 

time into the Vietnamese Marine Corps Brigade, with a strength 

of 6,109. New elements formed an Amphibious Support Battalion. 

The UoS. Marine adviser organization was also enlarged to 

become the Marine Advisory Division which was made up of 18 

officers and NCOs. The Division formed part of the Naval 

Advisory Group, a component of MAAG. During 1962 and 1963 the 

brigade was heavily committed to the field, always accompanied 

by U.S. Marine advisers. It was in contact with the Viet Cong 

one day out of every three. It established a kill ratio of 

3.5 enemy dead for each Vietnamese Marine killed in 1962 and 

raised this ratio to 5:1 in 1963. Observers rated th~ brigade 

as the finest ground combat unit in the RVNAF~ marked by high 

morale and an aggressive spirit, both reflecting efforts of 

U.S o Marine advisers. 

5 
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In February 1962, President Diem put his strategic hamlet 

program into operation, Washington announced that American 

pilots were flying combat missions, and clear and hold ground 

operations got underway. On 9 February the United States Mili­

tary Assistance Command, Vietnam (USMACV)" commanded by Geners.l 

Paul D. Harkins, USA~ assumed direct responsibility for all U.S. 

military policy, operations, and assistance in RVN. The MAAG, 

composed primarily of advisers, continued to exist, but as a 

subordinate unit of MACV~ The Chief of Staff for l-'lACV was Major 

General Richard G. Weede, USMC, who had just relinquished command 

of the 1st Marine Brigade in Hawaii. TwenV,r other billets on 

the staff (six percent of the total MACV staff strength) were 

allocated to Marines. General Weede's opinion was that ft ••• we 
(4) 

are spread thinly~ but in the right places." 

Early in 1962 the Secretary of Defense, the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff (JCS)1 the Commander in Chief, Pacific (CinCPac)~and Chief, 

MAAG (CHMAAG), Vietnam all agreed tha t a requirement for ad­

ditional helicopter units in RVN existed. On 6 March the Secre-

tary of Defense approved CinCPacfs recommendation, subject to the 

Government of Vietnam (GVN) concurrence, that the Army provide 

(4) Vietnam Monograph, p. 49. 
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a rotary-wing transport ucit for operations in the Mekong Delta. 

The Army 33d Light Helicopter Company at Fort Ord, California 

was alerted for the move and assigned a departure date of 18 

April. 

Two days earlier ChMAAG and ComUSMACV concurred in rec-

ommending to CinCPac that Marine helicopter pilots be assigned 

to Army helicopter companies,in South Vietnam on a temporary 

duty basis for periods of 60-90 days. The purpose of these 

assignments would be to familiarize Marine pilots with the 

na ture of operations in Vietnam and to provide th'em transitional 

training in the H-2l, a tandem-rotor transport chopper not used 

by the Marine Corps. 

Lieutenant General Carson Ao Roberts, USMC, Commanding 

General, Fleet Marine Force~ Pacific (CGFMFPac), when asked 

for his opinion of this proposal by CinCPac on 28 February, 

made a counterproposal. He recommended that a complete Marine 
( 5) 

helicopter squadron of 24 UH-34Ds (single-rotor medium 

transport helicopters) with support elements, be committed. 

(5) Designated HUS-l until November 1962. 
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On 14 March, after consultation between all CCmYf.::li:1I'er·s c(;ll ,;orneci ,. 

including the Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMC) , CinCPac and 

ComUSMACV recommended to JCS that a Marine squadron be deployed 

to the Southern Mekong River Delta region in the ARVN III Corps 

area (See map. po ~). It was understood that the Marines would 

move at a later date northward to Da Nang, in the I Corps area, 

where their supply route from Okinawa would be shorter and from 

which they could be better utilized if certain contingency plans 

were activated. 

JCS approved the CinCPac-ComUSMACV recommendation on 16 

March. On 9 April the leading elements of Task Unit (TU) 

79.3.5, codenamed SHUFLY, arrived at the small airstip near 

Soc Trang, 85 miles southwest of Saigon in the heart of the rice­

rich Mekong River Delta. Men and equipment were airlifted in 

by the KC-130F Hercules of Marine Transport-Refueler Squadron-152 

(VMGR-152), which hauled 2C,OOO-pound loads into the rough 

2~850-foot strip with ease. 

Colonel John Fo Carey, TU commander, had touched down 

first, piloting a C-117D twin-engine transport with his staff 

aboard. This aircraft remained with the unit permanently. 

Aboard the KC-130s, which followed at 30-minute intervals, rode 

the officers and men of Sub-Unit #2, an organization from Marine 
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Air Base Squadron-16 (MABS-16) on Okinawa, jetailedto set up 

and operate airfield and base facilities at the remote and 

isolated Soc Trang strip. 

Within five days the camp was operating smoothly,. with all 

personnel housed in a tent city, and the field was fully 

operational. Messing,medical, dental, sanitation, and recreation 

facilities were functioning, and communications with the command 

echelon had been set up. Administrative procedures had been 

modified to meet the situation, and security measures put into 

effecto On the field, a leaky hangar (the one usable building 

on the base) had been readied, a tactical airfield fu~l dis­

pensing system (TAFDS) awaited use, a Marine Air Traffic 

Control Unit (MATCU) handled air traffic, and ground-controlled 

approach (GCA) radar combined with tactical air navigation 

(TACAN) station gave the field a night and all-weather oper­

ational capabilityo 

At first light on the morning of 15 April, the 24 UH-34D 

helicopters of Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron-362, (HMM-362), 

commanded Qy Lieutenant Colonel Archie J. Clapp, lifted from the 

deck of the amphibious assault ship Princeton .(LPH-5), cruising 

30 miles offshore9 and flew to Soc Trang, carrying squadron 

personnel and equipment. Within 10 hours HMM-362, assisted by 
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sister squadron HMM-26l in making shuttle runs,landed more than 

200,000 pounds of cargo. Three O-IB fixed wing observation 

aircraft, attached to the helicopter squadron for this operation, 

also flew in from the deck of the Princeton~ TU 79.3.5 was 

ashore in Vietnam. 

During the remainder of 1962 and all of 1963, Task Unit 

strengths, both in men and equipment, remained essentially at 

the initial levelsQ These were: 8 officers and 6 enlisted 

men in the headquarters detachment task element (TE 7~.;3.5.0). 

63 officers and 196 enlisted mn the reinforced helicopter 

squadron (TE 7903.5.1); 18 officers and 193 enlisted in the 

Sub-Unit (TE 79.3.5.2); and 24 UH-34D, three O-lB, and one C­

l17D in the aircraft inventory. Total strength stayed at less 

than 500 officers and men throughout the period. 

From mid April to mid-September 1962, TU 79.3.5 operated 

under operational control of ComUSMACV in direct support of the 

ARVN III Corps in the Mekong Delta. The overall chain of command 

in the area of operations is shown on the diagram, page 8a. 

The basic reason for introducing transport helicopter 

squadrons into Vietnam was to provide mobility, flexibility, 

and speed to ARVN and VNMC units in their efforts to combat 

the elusive Viet Congo TO 79.305 flew its first combat support 

mission on 22 April, lifting 399 troops in 16 choppers. 
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The months ,that followed saw an intensive campaign take place in 

the Delta as Marine helicopters adapted to a new role in counter­

guerrilla warfare. 

On 1 May, all 2~ choppers of HMM-362 took part in a single 

lift, demonst~ating extremely high aircraft availability--in 

this case 100 percent--which became characteristic of squadron 

operations. Eight days later 9 helicopters sustained a total 

of 18 hits from small arms fire during a landing, but all re­

turned safely. One, forced down by a hole in the oil system, 

was repaired in the field and flown out. Similar emergencies 

soon became almost commonplace, and a detailed plan for security 

while such work was accomplished was established and implemented. 

A UH-3~, on 23 May, evacuated a severely wounded Vietnamese 

officer at night, in extemely poor weather conditions, after 

having been guided to the pickup point through the rain by a 

bOnfire. 'Such incidents boosted ARVN morale, for they s~on 

learned that help was only a few minutes away, day or night, 

in any weather. 

In June, fixed-wing attack aircraft--usually modified 

T-28 single-engine~ propeller-driven trainers and A-I Skyra-1d~r 

attack bombers--flown by Vietnamese pilots,became available 
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to escort the helicopters. Their effectiveness was limited, 

however, due in part to the language barrier and coordination 

difficu1tiese ~y this time the Marines had devised and were 

using a new tactic, called Eagle Flight, to trap more of the 

evasive Viet Congo Consisting usually of a flight of four 

helicopters loaded with lt8 ARVN troops, Eagle orbited above 

the area of operations seeking targets of opportunity. If 

Viet Cong were spotted slipping away from friendly forces on 

the ground, Eagle quickly landed its troops in a position to 

block or cut off the enemy. This tactic proved very suc­

cessful, and subsequently the flexible force was often com­

mitted several times in one day. It frequently captured or 

killed more VC than the much larger main ground force. 

On 10 July, 968 troops were lifted in a one-day operation, 

a record up to that time. The first large lift carried out 

completely during the hours of darkness was accomplished on 20 

July. The UH-3lts flew in 3-p1ane divisions~ holding their 

positions in formation by the glow from the engine exhaust 

stacks of the flight leaders. 

HMM-163, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Robert 1. Rath­

bun, relieved HMM-362 on station on 1 August. The aircraft 
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and equipment remained--only the personnel changed. The new 

squadron faced both ~he heavy summer monsoon weather and the 

threat of a large Communist offensive. It responded by flying 

29543 helicopter hours in August, a Marine Corps record for 

the UH~34D, while helping the Vietnamese thwart the Viet Cong 

driveo An average of 22 out of 24 choppers were in commission 

for the entire month--a phenomenal accomplishment, as were the 

totals of 3,650 sorties flown and 22,188 passengers lifted. 

In August9 as guerrilla small arms fire increased In volume 
, 

and accuracy~ the Marines fitted an M-60 machine gun to the 

forward edge of the cargo compartment hatch. Tbis weapon, 

fired by the crew chief 9 could cover the right side of the 

aircraft and was used for defensive fires only. U.S. forces 

were not allowed to initiate offensive action at this time. 

For protection on the left (co-pilot's) side, an M-14 rifle 

was positioned in a mounting bracket, butt down, between the 

pilot and co-pilot for the latter to fire through the left side 

window of the cockpi to The 'M-14 proved too long and unwieldy 

in the confined cockpit space, however, and was replaced by the 

shorter and lighter AR-15 (later designated M-16) Armalite, when 

that weapon became available late in 1962. 
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By late 1963 experience had shown that the co-pilot 

should devote his full attention to flying--particularly to 

being ready to take over control of the helicopter instantly 

if the pilot was hit--so a second M-60 was fitted to the left 

side of the cargo compartment. This weapon was fired through 

the port window by an additional crewman. The AR-15 remained 

in the cockpit~ for the use in extreme emergencies. 

During 1962 and 1963 other developments .in equipment 

included armor plating for the vulnerable he+icopter eng~ne 

and oil system~ a 300-foot rescue hoist for use in the dense 

northern jungles, a field-fabricated step to aid the- small 

Vietnamese in boarding with heavy packs and weapons, and body 

armor for flight crews. The O-lBs were used for photo and 

weather reconnaissance, tactical air control, and radio 

relaY7 proving valuable in each mission and especially in the 

gathering of current intelligence--one of the biggest problems 

encountered in RVN. 

On 15 September 1962~ SHUFLY moved north from Soc Trang 

to Da Nang~ despite strong pleas for retention from the III 

Corps commander and his U.S. Army senior advisor, who felt 

the performance of the Marines could not be equalled by two 
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u.s. Army helicopter companies. Men and equipment were trans­

ported entirely by Marine KC-130s~ while TU aircraft flew to 
(6) 

the new field. Da Nang (called Tourane by the French) lay 

375 miles north of Saigon and just 84 miles south of 17th 

Para1lelo Instead of the flat, canal-laced rice paddies 

of the delta, the terrain in the north consisted 'if rugged, 

jungle-covered mountains rising swiftly from the sea to 

elevations of 6,000 feet and aboveo 

In this terrain, where~ the Marines supported the ARVN I 

Corps~ (See chain of command diagram, p. 15a) the complexion 

of the operation changed drastically. Instead of large 

operations with abundant landing zones (LZs), the Da Nang area 

offered mostly outpost resupply sorties and strike missions 

into crude jungle clearings. Other missions included unit 

disp1acements~ necessary because of nonexistent surface roads 

to the interior, evacuations, and strike missions (troop 

assault landings) into small landing zones often located in 

(6) The Army helicopter companies had 20 airora.f't vice 24 :for 

USMC Squadrons 5 but the lower lifting capacity of the B-21 vs 

the UH-34D, plus lower aircraft availability in the Army compa-

nieSi' made the major diff0renmh~ 
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steep-walled valleys and river bottoms. The high altitudes 

involved, coupled with the high temperatures and humidity, 

restricted the loads that the choppers could carry to 6-9 

combat-equipped Vietnamese soldiers. In the delta the normal 

load had been 12-130 

Another factor--the weather--assumed added im-

portance in the north. Here the monsoon season 'came in the 

winter, between September and March, and with it low clo~d 

ceilings, reduced visibility, fog, high winds, and rain. At 

Hue, halfway between Da Nang and the 17th Pa~~illel, rainfall 

averaged 128 inches per yearo These weather conditions, 

combined with the mountainous terrain~ slowed and sometimes 

halted all flying, fixed-wing and helicopter." 

In the south the summer monsoon season, which came between 

May and October, never did seriously hamper flight operations. 

The helicopters simply picked their way through the areas of 

heavy rainfall or waited until the local showers moved past. 

The reverse monsoon season in the north was caused by the close 

proximity of the Annam Cordillera mountain range to the s~a, 

plus the prevailing north easterly winds. The moisture-laden 

coastal air mass was forced aloft by the rising terrain, forming 

heavy clouds. The cooler air condensed the moisture in the 
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clouds, resulting in large amounts of precipitation. 

The lack of mountains 'in t he del tal plus a change in the 

prevailing winds from northeast to southwest during the summer, 

resulted in the heaviest precipitation in these regions from 

May to October. The winters here were more favorable for both 

surface and air operations; the opposite was true at 
(7) 

Da Nang. 

The air base at Da Nang, in sharp contrast to the short 

strip at Soc Trang, boasted an 8,OOO-foot runway (since 

lengthened to 10,000)9 a permanent control tower, hangars, 

meteorological facilities~ radar~ and other services of a 

major installation, all operated by the U.S. Air Force (USAF). 

Here the billeting area of the Marines, located in a compound 

built by the French, was some three miles, by extremely p~imltive 

roads from the flight line, causing transportation problems. 

Three old busses, increased vehicle maintenance, and road 

improvement solved the transportation problem. 
, 

A critical summer water sytortage presented another problem. 

A Naval Construction Battalion (Seabee,) detachment, which had 

been requested by the Marine unit to drill a deep well, struck 

(7) CinCPac ComHist, 1964 (TS) 5750 Ber 000152 dtd 23 April 

1965, "Appendix F, gives a complete description of the weather 

in ~outheast Asia. The weather portion is classifie( 

CONFIDENTALo 
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water 450 Seet down and piped it to the USMC compound 0 Det­

eriorated electrical power lines and heavy usage taxed the 

capacity of the TU generators, so extra generators, flown 

in by KC-130 on the regular twice-weekly resupplY/liaison 

flight from Japan via Okinawa, were added. The security of 

the entire area, made more critical by the physical separation 

of billeting and working areas, gradually became more acute at 

Da Nang. In April 1963, a reconnaissance platoon of one officer 

and 46 men arrived from the 3d Marine Division to provide 

additional securityo 

HMM-163 flew its first combat support troop:' lift from 

Da Nang on 18 September~ 1962, utilizing 14 UH-34s to transport 

I Corps soldiers to landing zones 35 miles south of the field. 

Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF) A-IH and T-28 aircraft bombed and 

strafed the LZs just prior to touchdown. The next day 10 

helicopters evacuated an outpost, lifting out soldiers, equip­

ment~ weapons, familles, animals, food, and personal belonging~ 

During the next 15 months entire villages and battalions were 

relocated in this mannero 

On 6 October, the Marines lost their first helicopter 

in douth Vietnam, an operational crash on a hill south of 

Da Nang near Tam Kyo 

(8) See Annex I p. 8a, for a summary of aircraft losses. 
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SHUFLY, SQUADRON, AND SUB-UNIT COMMANDERS 

15 April 62-31 December 64 

( ) 

SHUFLY COMMANDERS 

Col John F. Carey 
Col Julius We Ireland 
LtCol Alton We McCully 
LtCol Harold F. Brown 
Col Andre D. Gomez 
Col Robert A. Merchant 
Col Hardy Hay 
Col John H. K~ng~~Jr. 

SQUADRON CO~~ANDERS 

LtCol Archie J. Clapp 
LtCol Robert L. Rathbun 
LtCol Reinhardt Leu 
LtCol Frank A. Shook 
LtCol Thomas J. Ross 
LtCol John H. Lavoy 
LtCol Oliver W. Curtis 
LtCol Jos~ph Koler, Jr. 

SUB-UNIT COMMANDERS 

LtCol William W. Eldridge, Jr. 
LtCo1 Ralph R. Davis 
LtCo1 George He Linnemeier 
LtCo1 Earl W. Cassidy 
LtCo1 Samuel G. Beal 
Maj Marion R. Green 
LtCol Thomas E. Vernon 

DATES 

l5Apr62-3lJul62 
lAug62- 5Nov62 
6Nov62-28Jan63 

29Jan63-l7Jul63 
18Jul63-l4Jan64 
15Jan64- 9Ju164 
lOJul64-l60ct64 
170ct64-31Dec64 

DATES 

15Apr62-3lJu162 
1Aug62-l1Jan63 

12Jan63- 7Jun63 
8Jun63- 10ct63 
20ct63-31Jan64 
1Feb64-21Jun64 

17Jun64- 70ct64 
80ct64-31Dec6~ 

DATES 

l5Apr62- 3Aug62 
4Aug62-15Jan63 

l6Jan63- 4Jul63 
5Ju163- 6Feb64 
7Feb64-26Jun64 

27Jun64-l4Dec64 
14Dec64-31Dec64 

. SQUADRON 'cc~:~ 

HMM-362 
HMM-163 
HMM-162 
HMM-26l 
HMM-36l 
HMM-364 
HMM-162 
HMM-365 

( ) SHUFLY was designated Task Unit 79.3.5 from l5Apr62 

until 6Nov62; Task Element 79.3.3.6 from 6Nov62 through 

31Dec64. 
ISb, 
Annex II 
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The difficulties of rescue on the densely forested hillside--

a doctor and corpsman were lowered by hols.t through lOO-foot 

trees into the site~-emphasized the ruggedness of the terrain 

and the critical nature of high-altitude, high-temperature 

helicopter operations. 

One month later, on 6 November, the Task Unit was re­

designated Task Element 79.3.3.6, but the operation rema~ned 
,:' 

substantially as before. Supporting personnel were rotated 

individually about every four months, and the squadrons 

rotateu as units at approximately six-month intervals. On 11 

.fa nu.,H'? ] 963, Hl'lr~-l62, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Reinhardt 

L()u~ relieved m"lM-163. Subsequent reliefs took place in June 

and October by Ht-1Ns 261 and 361 ~ respectively. 

On 27 April 1963, the only Marine helicopter credited 

to enemy action during 1962 and 1963 was shot down 22 miles 

southwest of Tam Ky during Operation BACK PHUONG XL The 

c6ckpit area sustained five hits and the cre~ suspected that 

the tail rotor control cable had been cut by enemy gunfire.' 

(9) (See Annex II? p, ISb" for a summary of SHID'LY, squadron, 

and sub-unit commanders). 
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Fragments wounded the pilot and the ARVN helicopter team 

leader aboard. The aircraft was stripped of usable parts 

and destroyed by burning. All crew members and passengers 

were evacuated safelye 
( 10) 

Also in April, six ~.S. Army UH-IB Hueys, turbine-

powered light helicopters, were attached to the Marine Task 

Element. These maneuverable choppers, armed with 7.62mm 

machine guns and 2.75-inch rockets, proved valuable in trans­

port helicopter escort roles and in suppressing fire in the 

landing zones. The Marine TE commander became the coordinator, 

exercising operational control over all U.S. aviation in the 

I Corps area~ with the status of a MACV major component com­

mander. Improving weather in April allowed a step-up in the 

tempo of operations, and in May more than 2,000 helicopter hours 

and 49600 sorties were flown. 

(10) The UH-lB~ originally designated HU-lB, acquired the 

nickmame ftHuey:' It's official name is Iroquois, but this 

title is seldom used. Hueys without external armament are 

referred to as ~slicks"o 
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The Vietnamese continued to fly fixed-wing support, but in 

July the Commander, Task Element (CTE), in evaluating heli­

copter tactics and techniques for the previous quarter, asked 

for air cover flown by Narine or other U.S, pilots. During 

1963, VNAF H-34s,10 of which were based at Da Nang, began 

to participate in lifts with the Marines, utilizing as many 

helicopters as their aircraft availability allowed. 

Through the surmner and fall, outstanding performances in 

aircraft availability~ flight hours, sorties, pounds of cargo 

lifted, evacuations, and search and rescue operations continued. 

In August,1,300 ARVN troops under enemy fire were lifted out 

of a remote area without losing a mano 'Ilhe operatlbnlnvolved 

thorough planning, close coordination, and all available 

components of the UoS. and Vietnamese armed services. This 

operation marked the first use of the Marine doctrine of a 

Tactical Air Controller, Airborne TAC(A).~nd Forward Air 

Controller (FAC)~ in a joint USMC-USA-USAF-VNAF-ARVN effort 

in Vietnamo 

On 1 and 2 November, the confusion and uncertainty that 

accompanied the fall of the Diem government slowed operations 

to a standstill. CTE took great care that no D.S. aircraft 

were involved in flights of a political nature. 

21 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

Operational flights were back to normal on the fourth day 

after the coup, but torrential monsoon rains came in November 

and December, causing the cancellation of many miSSions, and 

the tempo of activity continued at a reduced rate as 1963 

drew to a close. 

From 22 April 1962 through 31 December 1963, a period of 

just over 20 months, SHUFLY helicopters logged 32,357 hours, 

an average of over 1~600 per month. The three O-lBs added 

4,267 hours~ and the C-117 1,516, for a grand total of 

38,1400 They averaged 2,600 sorties, 7,300 passengers (3,000 

combat troops), 140 medical evacuees, and 500,000 pounds ,of 

cargo lifted per month. Top months saw 2,500 hours,flown 

and more than 2 million pounds of cargo lifted. During the 

period operations took place in the delta and the mountains, 

day or night, in good weather and bado There were 222 hits 

by hostile fire recorded, and one chopper lost to enemy action. 

in Vietnam. Seven other UH-34s were lost in operational use, 

two on one day during a high-altitude search and rescue mis­

sion for a downed Army OV-l Mohawk, a twin-engine turboprop 

attack aircraft. Two other Marine UH-34Ds crashed together 

on 8 October 1963 j near Talon, 37 miles southwest of Da Nang. 
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Th(~ eel.USC; of thi~'; crash could not positively be determined 

since inaccessible terrain and enemy activity prevented a 

thorough investigation. Investigators found evidence of 

enemy fire in the wreckage, however. 
"\ 

At the end of 1963~ 23 USMC personnel had been kilted 

in Vietnam, and 12 wounded in action. Overall U.S. casualties 

were 77 killed in action (KIA), 411 wounded.~. in action (WIA). 

In 1962 these figures had been 31 KIA, 74 WIA; in 1961, 1 KIA, 

1 WIA. U.S. aid had risen to an estimated 1.5 million per day 

by the end of the year, and U.S. advisers numbered 21,000. (11) 

Besides the helicopter TU/TE~ Marine advisers to the VNMC, 

Marine MACV/MAAG staff members, and Embassy Marines, there 

was other USMC participation in the overall U.S. effort in the 

Republic of Vietnam through 1963. This participation included: . 

(1) amphibious equipment given as part of the military aid 

program; (2) training for Vietnamese Marines at U.S. Marine 

bases, noted previously, (3) research and development (R&D) 

activities, which contributed the idea for a styrofoam boat 

and a system of watercraft identification, both of which 

(11) Q.Q. News and World Report, 28Jun65, p. 39. (Source 

listed as Department of Defense). 
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proved valuable in river operations; (4) mobile training 

teams--groups sent to RVN for a limited time for a specific 

or ,tac:rm.'iica-l.purpose (one team studied the suitability of 
.' • , ~ ,,": : • il, \ ': • " 

the DUKW for RVN operations; another analyzed the operations 

of Father Hoa, a Chinese Catholic priest whose village sucess­

fully withstood every Viet Cong attempt to take over); (5) 

orientation tours~ including on-the-job training (OJT), job­

related-orientation (JRO) , and Department of Defense (DOD) 

familiarization trips by USMC oq:tq..~;t.'s to familiarize Marines 

with RVN operations; and (6) communications training, provided 

by Detachment "A", 1st Radio Company, Fleet Marine Force, at­

tached to a U.S. Army communications organization at Pleiku, 

in the central highlands. 

The previous monograph covered all these activities~ 

the part that sim~lar operations played in 1964 will be found 

in subsequent chapters. 
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CHAPTER II 

GROUND OPERATIONS 

During 1964, an average of less than 700 United States 

Marines served in the Republic of Vietnam.at anyone time. 

(1) Unless otherwise noted, the materia~ in this chapter 

is derived from: "Historical Review of Naval Advisory 

Group Activities, CY 1964" HQUSMACV, (8) dtd IJan65, here­

after Naval AdvlsoryGrouJ,? History, -1964; MACVStreIigtli-'-' 
. 

Reports, Vietnam (S) monthly, Jan-Dec64, hereafter Strength 

Reports; MACV Monthly Evaluation Reports, Jan-Dec64 (S), 

hereafter MACV Monthly Evaluations; MACV Quarterly Review 

and Analysis, (S) Jan-Mar~ Apr-Jun, Jul-Sep, and Oct-Dec64, 

hereafter MACV Quarterly Review; CinCPac Command History, 

1964 (TS) Ser 000152 dtd 23Apr65, hereafter CinCPac Command 

History, 1964; Defense Intelligence Agency Infiltration Report 

S-3648/AB-2 (S)to Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, HQMC, dtd 

29Dec64, hereafter DIA Infiltration Report; CGFMFPac On-Job­

Training, RVN, monthly reports, Jan~Dec64 (S,NF), hereafter 

OJT Reports; MACV Lessons Learned Reports (C) published per­

iodically, numbered sequentially, hereafter ~ Lessons 

~arned No. ___ ; Debriefing Report, Major General Charles J. 

Timmes, USA, Chief, MAAG 6Mar62-15May64, (S,NF) Ser 00217 

dtd 10J~64~ hereafter Timme~ Debriefing. 
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Of these, approximately 500 were assigned to TE 79.3.3.6, 

the medium helicopter squadron and supporting sub-unit 

operating at Da Nang 0 The remaining 200 were divided among: 

USMC advisers to the VNMC; Marines on the MACV/MAAG staffs; 

Embassy Marines; a communications detachment; and officers 

and enlisted men on temporary duty--OJT, JRO, and other 

similar assignmentso The activities of the helicopter unit 

are covered in Chapter III--Air Operations. The remaining 

USMC contributions to the overall UoS. effort in South 

Vietnam during 1964 are covered in this chapter o 

DoSo Marine Advisers 

At the beginning of 1964~ the personnel strength of 

the Vietnamese Marine Brigade (VNMB) was as follows: 

Category On Board TLo"_ Percentage 

Officers 288 271 107% 

NCO 812 992 82% 

Enlisted 4,491 4 9846 93% 

TotaJ/Average 5 ~ 591 6,109 04<11 
;; 1° 
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At the end of 1964~ comparative figures were: 

Categor;y On Board :£LO Percentage 

Officers 316 325 97% 

NCO 959 915 105% 

Enlisted 6,123 5,315 116% 

Total/Average 7 ,398 6 7555 112% 

The figures for the end of 1964 represented a sig­

nificant growth in strength during the year, even taking 

into account the fact that they included 1,095 recruits 

in training at Thu Duc Training Center and 258 other new 

recruits not yet joined administrativelyo The 1964 

recruiting program enjoyed excellent results, providing 

an overall increase of almost 1~800 personnel and enabling 

the brigade to bring the newly-organized 5th Battalion 

up to authorized (T/O) strength by 1 December. 

The greatest problem to face the USMC advisers at the 

beginning of 1964 was the deterioration of morale in the 

VNMB that followed the November 1963 overthrow of Diemo 

Colonel Le Nguyen Khang, Brigade Commander, had supported 

the Diem regime, at least in name. Immediately after the 

coup~ he left for the Philippines. A shakeup in the command 

echelons followed~ and the new government placed other 
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officers in most of the top billets. 

Four months after the fall of the Diem government, 

however~ Colonel (later Brigadier General) Khang was 

recalled and reinstated as VNMB Commander. This caused 

a second about-face and placed officers who had opposed 

the coup in charge once againo Desertions rose to a 

disastrous peak of 500 in the month of February. 

Colonel Khang and his officer:/iE'?'tp~, assisted at every 

conceivable turn by USMC advisers, focused their at­

tention on the number one problem--morale. 

Increased attention was given to liberty, leave, 

and promotions, as well as the needs of dependentso Batt­

alion rotation was closely supervised, as was training. The 

spirit and example of leadership was instilled at all 

echelons. The results spoke for themselves--in October 

there was not one deserter, and morale was not a problem 

as 1964 ended. 

Besides the addition of the 5th Infantry Battalion, 

the major organizational changes during 1964 included: 

in the Artillery Battalion, the two 75mm batteries of 8 

howitzers each were reformed into one battery of 8 weap:ons, 
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while the one l05mm battery of 8 howitzers was reorganized 

into two batteries of 6 howitzers each; in the Amphibious 

Support Battalion the Training Company was deleted and a 

separate Training Center was formed; and in Brigade Head­

quarters the strength was reduced while adding two Task 

Force Headquarters. The Table of Organization and Equip­

ment (TO&!) was revised to reflect the organization changes, 

resulting in improved utilization of equipment as new 

items were phased ino 

In the motor transport field during 1964, first and 

second echelon maintenance improved at least 50 percent. 

Major items of equipment~ not previously used due to lack 

of knowledge, were put into full-time operation. Two such 

items were the high pressure steam cleaner and the M-l08 

wrecker, which were not used until the motor transport 

adviser gave instruction on their maintenance and employ­

ment. Tools and test equipment previously kept in storage 

were placed in daily operation. 

In the communications area, the greatest progress made 

was in the revision of the TO&Eo The new tables provided 

modern test and repair equipment and eliminated obsolete and 

impractical itemso The third echelon repair cRpability of the 
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Brigade Signal Company increBsedaccordingly. 

The G-4 supply organizational system still 11()ec'ied im­

provement at the end of 1964, but progress was apparent. 

At the beginning of the year9 each battalion requested 

supplies as an autonomous unit directly from ARVN log­

istical support units, without control;assistance or staff 

supervision from the brigade G-4 Section. In April, when 

the USMC supply adviser suggested that the battalions be 

made supply-administered units, neither the brigade com­

mander nor any of his staff agreed a By the end of the year, 

however, the brigade Supply Officer, the G~4, and the 

Finance Officer/Acting Chief of Staff all agreed with the 

USMC adviser, and were preparing a proposal for the Brigade 

Commander which would place the battalions under the desired 

system. 

The USMC engineer adviser acted also as facilities con­

struction adviser during the year9 and saw considerable 

progress madea Five new se~i-permanent buildings, one 

permanent chapel, and 20 dwelling units for dependent 

housing were all completed by the Vietnamese Marines. In 

addition, contractors completea 4 grease racks, 3 ammunition 

bunkers, and one warehouse. The Vietnamese Joint General 
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Staff (JGS) listened to the requests for construction funds 

with a sympathetic ear, doubling the appropriation for 1965 

over 19640 The Marine adviser estimated that the more 

urgent facility needs of the VNMB would be satisfied by the 

end of 1966 at the planned rate of construction. 

The primary training effort during 1964 was aimed at 

individual and";..sma11 unit training, especially in marksman-

ship and weapons. Wuring six months of the year, the Brigade 
" 

was committed to a large pacification program in the area 

surrounding Saigon. With the requirement for nightly 

ambushes and patro1s~ and the resulting need for rest dur­

ing the daylight hours, little time was left for training, 

particularly for large-sized unitso 

Training, refitting, and short recuperation leaves were 

all conducted simultaneously by units between major opera­

--tional commitments 0 In addition, the Training Cent!er 
-

graduated 1,46~ recruits during 196~~ while a total of 718 

officers, NCOs, and enlisted men completed in-country 

(within RVN) training 0 Besides these, 52 officers and NCOs 

participated in OJT training in Okinawa, and ~2 officers 

and NCOs completed training in the United States as part 

of the continuing program begun in 1958 0 
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The outside RVN training was referred to as "off-shore" 

trainingo 

The Vietnamese Reconnaissance Company received thorough 

six-week training program at Vung Tau in September and 

Octobero A Marine NCO adviser, after extensive planning 

and preparation, conducted detailed instruction, with the 

help of a Navy interpreter, in all phases of reconnaissance 

operations, with emphasis on map reading and use of the 

compass 0 

Summary of VNMB Operations 

During 19649 the Vietnamese Marine Brig'ade were employed 

in major combat operations in II, III, and IV Corps Tactical 

Zones (CTZs), which comprised the southern three-fourths of 

South Vietnamo (See map, p. ___ for the Corps Zones). U.S. 

Marine advisers accompanied every move. The brigade was the 

main force in the initial phase of the pacification of Go 

Cong Province on the coast just southeast of Saigon, a 

mission strongly supported by the senioD-Marine adviser. 

Other missions, however, included the providing of security 

for Saigon and the Vung Tau area, which were strongly discou­

raged b~ the same officer. 

32 
SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

Normal employment of Vietnamese Marines was as 

battalion-sized units, attached to an ARVN corps or division, 

to be used as the unit reserveo Task forces, consisting of 

two infantry battalions and supporting elements of the 

Artillery and Amphibious Support Battalions, were formed 

to conduct Operation DAN CHI 39, a search and destroy 

operation in An Xuyen Province (See page for a map 

of Vietnamese provinces) at the southern extremity of RVN. 
~ ~ .. 

The same organization was employed in similar search and 

destroy operations in Operation PHONG HOA (Hau Nghia 

Province, northwest of Saigon, bordering on Cambodia) and 

in the pacification effort in Go Cong Province previously 

mentioned. 

Amphibious, helicopter, and conventional land war­

fare techniques and schemes of maneuver were used in these 

operationso Most of the amphibious-type maneuvers were 

landings made from Landing Craft~ Vehicle, Personnel 

(LCVPs) and Landing Craft, Medium (LCMs) on river shores. 

Helicopters transported units that ranged in size from 

squads to battalions, usually to areas inaccessible by 

other means. Normal land warfare techniques were exer-

cised in search and destroy and clearing operations, 
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usually used prior to and during the initial phase of paci­

fication. Finally, some battalions were utilized as statid 

security forces for extended periods. 

In a majority of the operations, fire support was 

rendered by units from platoon to battalion (-) size of 

the Artillery Battalion. Combat operations consumed 

1,229 (84 percent) of a possible 1~464 infantry battalion 

days during 1964. Of the 1,229 day~ 215 consisted of 

security duty in Saigon and Vung Tau. The remaining 235 

days were devoted to rest and refitting periods and to 

training. 

r:mba ss:v Marines 
--~-~ .... -- -= 

During 1964, u.s. Marines continued to perform security 

and guard functions for the American Embassy in Saigon. As 

the political situation remained unstable and frequent 

changes in government and riots resulted 7 the authorized 

strength of the Embassy Security Guard Detachment was 

increased twice--in April and October--from 22 to a total of 

30 Marines. This gave Saigon the second largest such detach­

went in the world, behind Paris, which had an authorized 

strength of 37 USMC personnel. 
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In June, Staff Sergeant William D. Kerakos took over as 

Non-Commissioned Officer-In-Charge (NCOIC) of the Saigon 

Embassy Detachment. As commander of the detachment, he was 

responsible for the control, discipline, morale, and effect­

iveness of the guard, as well as internal security, public 

relations, and custodial responsibility for government 

propertyo His men protected both the Embassy and the U.S. 

officials in Vietnam 9 including the Ambassador. 

During the summer of 1964, crowds estimated at 500, 

000 to 750,000 people demonstrated for hours throughout 

Saigon and in front of U.S. buildings. The Marines 

utilizing pre-briefed defensive plans and thorough train­

ing, managed to maintain the security of the Embassy and 

U.So property, while local police and ARVN soldiers attempted 

to control the rioters. By fall the threats of terrorist 

bombs and grenades had been added to the periodic riots. 

A bomb exploded in the Eden Theater, located across the 

street from the USIS Building, and still anotheF bomb 

destroyed a portion of the Caravelle Hotel, one block from 

Marine House, the barracks building near the Embassy in 

which the guards livedo Telephoned bomb threats occurred 

frequently, each one necessitating a search of the threatened 
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building. On at least two occasions Marines detected bombs-­

one outside the Embassy and one inside--that were removed 

and disarmed without further incident. Two fires of un­

known origin were discovered in and near the Embassy 

Annex by Marine sentries, and each was harmlessly 

e xtinq uished. 

At the end of the year, Marines continued to provide 

security to the U.S. Embassy while threats against it, the 

Ambassador~ and the South Vietnamese government continued 

to grow. 

During ,1964, the 3d MarDiv and 1st MAW sent approxima­

ely 10 company grade officers and staff NCOs monthly to 

RVNo These officers went into the field with, and observed 

the counter-insurgency operations of, units of the VNMC 

or ARVN for a period of 30 days. At the conclusion of 

their on-job-training, the officers reported their 

,experiences and observations to CGFJvl.FPac ~ whose standard 

foreword t.o the monthly compilation of reports follows. 

"In view of their value in providing an insight to 

the conditions and type of warfare now being fought in the 

Republic of Vietnam~ tbese xeports have been compiLed by 
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the G-2 Section, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, for distri­

bution to other U.S. Marine Corps commands. No attempt 

has been made to correct or otherwise to change their 

content, nor to comment upon opinions expressedo 

The material should be ~reated with careful perspeo­

,ti ve'" "'. Wherein observations may be critical of friendly 

forces, they should be'considered as lessons learned by 

our forc~s rather than as criticism of the efforts of a 

friendly nation seeking to preserve its freedom under the 
. 

severe tests of a resourceful enemy, strong international 

pressures, and a history of internal stresses .. tt 

Annex I to this chapter (p. ___ ) contains th~ complete 

report of a USMC captain who observed units of the Viet ... 

namese Marine Brigade in the Saigon area during March. 

Annex II (p,, ___ ) contains a report for the same month, 

submitted by a first lieutenant who observed ARVN units 

operating in the Da Nang area. 
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(l) 

!IE OPERATIONS 

In 1964, air operations continued within the pattern 

set the previous year. Marine Task Element 7903.3 0 6 (TE 79. 

3.3.6), consisting of a small headquarters section, a medium 

transport helicopter squadron, and a supporting SUb-unit, op­

erated from Da Nang Air Base. The nearby port city of Da 

Nrng (called Tourane by the French), with a population of 

l~O,OOO, was the second largest metropolitan area in South 

Vietnam (after Saigon, which had nearly two million people). 

Lpcated on the coast 84 miles south of the 17th Parellel, 

Da Nang lay within Quang Nam Province in the ARVN I Corps 

area of operations. (See map, p. ___ for the ARVN Corps 

areas). 

Commanded by Colonel Andre D. Gomez, the 'task ~lement 

personnel strength stood at less than 450 officers and en­

listed men early in 1964, following the departure of the sec­

urity platoon in December: 1963. While the security unit 

(1 officer, 46 enlisted) had been attached to TE 790303 06, 
cay 

total strength had averaged just under 500. 

J' '" ~', ':,: ( .' J I_':! I ~.. ~ • 
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(1) Unless otherwise noted, the material in this chapter is 

derived from: OTE 79.3.3.6 ComdD INov63=14Jan64, 15Jan64-

14Apr64, lSApr64-9Ju164, and 10Ju164-160ct64i CTU 7903.5. 

ComdD 170ct64-14JIiI.n65; CinCPac ComdH1st 1964p 5750 Ser 000152 

dtd 23Apr65 (TS), hereafter CinCPao Command Histor~, 1964; 

MarCorps General Offioer Symposium, 1964p Ser 00,7F18864 dtd 

6Ju164 (8) Tab G, Marine Aviation (e); CTE 19.3.306 Weekly 

OpSums IJan64--8Ju164, (s). 

(2) The security platoon had arrived in April 19630 It was 

withdrawn in an overall outback of U.S. forces in December. 
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As 1964 began, HMM-36l, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 

Thomas J. Ross, operated 24 Sikorsky UH-34D helicopters and 

3 O-IB fixed-wing light observation aircraft, while CTE exer­

cised direct control of the one Douglas C-117D twin-engine 

transport assigned to the Task Element. The helicopters flew 

daily missions in support of I Corps (and occasionally II 

Corps to the south), mostly in the rugged, jungle-covered 

mountains that dominated the northern third of South Vietnamo 

Typical missions included outpost resupply, casualty evac­

uation, unit displacement, and strike (airborne assault) 0 

The O-lBs were used for weather t terrain, and photographic 

reconnaissance, radio rel~y, and as a platform for the 

TAC(A) 0 The C-ll7D flew in fresh rations from: Saigon every~' 

few days, and performed other logistic, personn~~:rransport9 

and liaison trips as requiredo 

Sub-Unit #2, MABS-16, commanded by Lieutenant Co16nel 

Earl Wo Cassidy? continued to perform supporting functiO,ns<~or 

the task element during 1964. In mid-January the strength 

of this unit was 204, including 10 attached Marine officers 

and:;2.enlisted men in South Vietnam for OJT. 

: .. .: 

39 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

Regular sub-unit personnel totalled 15 Marine officers~ 2 Navy 

officers, 161 Marine enlisted, and 4 Navy enlisted. The Navy 

personnel served in the medical, dental, and chaplain sec­

tions. 

The sub-unit provided the following: camp maintenance; 

communications; motor transport; medical and dental services; 

religious activities (chaplain); food services~ postal ser­

vices; bulk fuel handling; Marine Exchange facilities; special 

seryices; and industrial relations. 

The tasks of the camp maintenance section included: the, 

upkeep and repair of the generators and elec'trical wiring; 

maintenance of refrigerators; maintenance of aircondltlortlng 

units for electronics equipment; water purification and proc­

essing; plumbing repair; and laundry services. The commun­

ications section, operating with 9 men, handled heavy message 

traffic while standing 12 hours on, 12 off watches. In 

addition~ the section kept ready an alternate communications 

site within the Marine compound. An AN/MRC-87 radio jeep 

stood by to provide emergency long-range radio communications~ 

while AN/PRC-6 and AN/PRC-IO radios awaited use 9 if needed for 

internal security. 
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The motor transport section operated and maintained 

a wide variety of vehicles and equipment--jeeps, 6x6 cargo 

trucks, M37 4x4 3/4 ton trucks, busses, refueler trucks, 

and forklifts. Battery life was short in the hot, humid 

climate and the primitive roads required constant improve-

ment. Parts resupply was generally good and the vehicles 
'~. 

averaged 25-30,000 miles per month. 

The medical department treated 300 to 400 patients 

per month, mostly Marine but some Navy, Army, and Air 

Force, as well as Vietnamese in emerg~ncy situations. 

Normal treatments were divided into physical e~amina­

tio~s, X-rays, laboratory procedures, and immunizations. 

~otal dental department sittings per month averaged 

about 100. 

Protestant and Catholic chaplains held worship 

services/mass, counseled, handled Red Cross cu;es, con-

ducted Bible classes, printed a daily paper, hosted 

parties for Vietnamese orphans, scheduled tours, con­

ducted liaison with local U.S. missionaries and other 

religious leaders, and ministered to the spiritual needs 

of the command. Some chaplains flew combat missions in 

heii~opte~~ in order to gain the increased ~o~fidencie of 

their' men. 
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The mess section prepared an average of 450 rations 

(1350 meals) per day during early 1964~ utilizing 21 cooks, 

bakers, and stewards. Previous commanding officers had 

commended the mess for serving the finest food in all Vi~tnam. 

The postal section received and dispatched mail twice weekly 

via Marine KC-130F. These VMGR-152 turboprop transports~ 

based in Japan, flew regular runs via Okinawa~ hauling personnel~ 

supplies 9 and equ~pment as well as mail. The post office also 

provided money order fa6ilities • 

. The bulk fuel sec tion opera ted TAFDSs a t D~ Nang and 

H:ue9" pumping about 100\)000 gallons of 115/145 aviation gas­

oline (avgas) per month into TE helicopterse In addition? 

about 7,000 gallons of vehicle fuel (mogas) and 6,000 gallons 

of diesel fuel were issued per month for vehicles~ generators, 

and other engine-driven equipmento 

"i' ~ . The Marine Exchange offered a complete line of comfort 
i \" .,"' 

items and averaged $15~000 monthly in sales receipts during 

the first months of i9640 Special Services showed nightly 

movies 9 issued atQletic eQuipmen\9 organized sports ~omp~tition~ 

and provided a wide variety of recreational facilities~ in­

cluding handball courts and a bowling alleyo 
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The Industrial Relations sectlon~ while concerned 

primarily with Vietnamese oivilian employees (ot whioh there 

were 90 in January), handled a gamut at other areas alsoo 

Among these were~interpretationp translation at doouments p 

liaison with regard to dry oleaning and bowling alley construc­

tion, investigation of thetts and disputes between Uo S. 

personnel and looal civilians, investigation ot ARVN sentry 

laxness) and use of sentry dogs.. The section also arranged for 

English to be taught to seourity officers and others of the 

5th ARVN Regiment, and arranged as well for Vietnamese olasses 

tor Americanso 

January Flight O~erations 
,-.' . 

The tempo at flight operations remained at a reduced level 

--a condition brought about originally by the ooup of 1 November 

1963 when the Diem government tell..,,,,,during the early weeks ~ 

1964. Both the weather and the political instability ot the 

country tended to reduce flight activity. 

On 3 January 19649 a UH-34D was lost to en$m~ ground 

tlre--the second such loss in Vietnam.. The aircraft was on 

51. medical ev~cuation flight, attempting 'Ito reaoh a patrol deep 
(3) 

in the mountainous jungle at. (YC 902 582). 

(3) See map ____ o Map 6~qrdinates will designate all locations 

because of the lack of place names in the remote areas. 
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Just prior to touchdown the helicopter sustained at least 

six hits from automatic weaponso The enemy rounds sheared 

the tail rotor drive shaft, causing the loss of anti-torque 

control 0 ~n uncontrolled landing followed~ and the tail 

cone separated from the aircraft on impacto All crew 

members evacuated the helicopter safely and were .plcked-up~ 

along with the wounded patrol members, by a second Marine 

UH-3~Do Due to the extensive damage, the inaccessible 

location~ and the concentrated enemy activity, CTE 

79030306 directed that the chopper be destroyed by U.S. 

Army Special Forces personnel. 

S!x days later 14 UH-3~Ds lifted 199 troops and 2,100 

pounds of cargo on a troop rotation mission from An Diem 

(ZC 078 572) to LZ (YC 917 57~)G Heavy ground fire forced 

the flight leader to abort the mission~ as two helicopters 

were hit three times each and two crew members received 

minor injurieso The mission was completed on a second 

attempt, using an alternate LZ (YC 905 565). 

On 12 January~ General Wallace Mo Greene, Jro~ Comm= 

andant of the Marine Corps~ visited SHUFLYo He inspected 

and was briefed on operations~ facilities, and personnel. 

Before departing he presented personal decorations to 

members of the commando 
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During the next three weeks three significant changes 

took place in TE 7903o3~6. Colonel Robert Ao Merchant rel­

ieved Colonel Gomez as TE commander on 14 January; HMM-364~ 

commanded by Lieutenant Colonel John N. Lavoy~ relieved 

HMM-361 on station on 1 February; and Lieutenant Colonel 

Samuel G. Beal relieved Lieutenant Colonel Cassidy as 

commanding officer of the sub-unit on 7 February. 

Monsoon weather caused the cancellation of all flights 

on some days in mid-January. On 24 January~ 16 UH-34Ds 

lifted 280 troops and 800 pounds of cargo from An Diem 

(ZC 080 572) 'to LZ (YC 900 550) on a troop rotation mission. 

Ground fire hit one helicopter during the approach to the 

landing zone causing an uncontrolled landing. There were 

no injuries to the crew~ and the aircraft was repaired and 

flown to Da Nang the same day. 

On 30 JanuarYj Major General Nguyen Khanh~ RVN Prime 

Minister, conducted a "housecleaning" (unofficial coup 

d I ete.:t})) in the RVN Military Revolutionary CounciL During 

this period of political readjustments CTE took all measures 

available to strengthen local .a:~;fl$.p:se"and.se:cur:.Lty:::·,,;:::j:'\·:"-··:­

and to improve TE readiness posture. 
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Flight operations were suspended for the day~ but resumed 

31 January with no unusual incidents having been recorded c 

VNAF Pilot Training Program 

On ~ February TE 79030306 added another task to its 

overall mission--that of conducting an operational pilot 

training program designed to upgrade 25 VNAF pilots to 

first pilot status in the UH-34Da In addition to the pilot 

training program~ an on-the-job helicopter maintenance 

training program was conducted concurrently~ with an average 

of one maintenance officer and 64 enlisted trainees assigned 

on a rotational basis. Both programs were aimed toward 

giving the VNAF the capability to operate and maintain a 

squadron of UH-34D aircraft by 30 June 7 the date that the 

Marine Task Element was scheduled to depart RVN. The 

original concept had been that the Marines? and other U.So 

armed forces as well, would provide assistance~ technical 

skill 7 and equipment only until the Vietnamese were able to 

perform these functions for themselves. When the five=month 

training syllabus was complete~ the Marines planned to turn 

over the 24 UH-34D to the VNAF 217th Squadron. 

The first class of 8 VNAF pilots began their training 
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syllabus 4 February~ with each programmed ror 50 hours o£ 

flight instruction in transition~ night and instrument flying~ 

formation work~ and rough area landing practiceo It had been 

stipulated that each student would already be a qualified 00-

pI10tp with at least 25 hours in the UH=34p betore entering 

the program o Progress ¥as very satisfactor19 and the three 

olasses of 8p 8p and 9 students, respeotively graduated on 

9 March, 11 Apr11~ and 15 Mayo All students were highly 

motivated and well qualified. The training was conducted 

oonourrently with normal operational taaka~ taking about 250 

helicopter hours per month (out of the 1~200=19600 hours 

total flown by the squadron. Under this concept VNAF pilots 

went direotly into operational flying, a praotice which 

allowed them to aoquire a knowledge of tactios employed in 

providing helicopter support to the ARVN. It also allowed 

the USMC unit to maintain its integrity, assured unity ot 

effort» and guaranteed the least degradation of effort in 

support of I Corps. 

Return_£!: ~ !!2lQ Security PlaXoon 

During early March~ incidents· incres.sed in wlh.ioh the 

Marine camp was fired on trom an adjaoent natlv~ villageo 

The primary target ar~a seemed to be the 75KW generators, 
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where the high noise level prevented sentries from hearing the 

weapons when they were fired. After incidents occur~~ng 

during March, more than 15 holes in the generator building 

were found 7 made by 000 buckshot and 9mm bulletso At 2300 

on 15 March a "Molotov cocktail" (Vietnamese beer bottle 

filled with gasoline and a rag fuze) was thrown at the 

door of the Staff NCO quarters" It shattered on the ledge 

above but failed to explodeo 

The village that was the source of the incidents was 

located about 10 yards beyond the barbed wire fence sur­

rounding the base~ and was inhabited by dependents of ARVN 

personnel and some indigenous laborers employed at the Marine 

camp. The camp perimeter was floodlighted and patrolled by 

ARVN sentries~ but the incidents continued and increased 7 

even after repeated , .. t!~pla1nts to ARVN off1cials~ who were 

responsible for base securityo 

The extra security measures required to combat this 

harassment over sustained periods jeopardized the operational 

efficiency of the Task F.lement, so on 16 March Colonel 

Merchant requested the return of the Security Platoon from 

the 3d J.1arine _Divis1olll~- whioh had .been withdrawn in ',. 
" 

December~ This unit, with one officer and 52 men~ arrived 

48 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

at Da Nang on 24 March •. Security drills were held to test 

the base defense plan and to sharpen the combat readlne~s 

posture. All members of the Task Element particip~ted. :in 

·these exercises. 

March Flight Operations 

On 1 March~ 6 UH~34D and 2 U.S. Army UH-1E armed Hueys 

(part of ~he "six attached to TE 79030306) provided support 

for the Honorable Henry Cabot Lodge? United States Ambassador 
~, > ··f /. I, I 1\1 . • , , '. • I. 'o" ,' ..... " • 

to RVN,~! aild'2·}j{~'jo~~Q:'eD~ral' Nguyen,K~anh1RVN,'; p;r:lni~~"t1iriiS1fer, 
'\ . 

iric;oe~,emE>a~l'~'S.at . Tam,Ky Provine's., southwes t of De. Nang. 

At 1155 on 5 March? an armed Huey escort helipopter 

struck a -tree ,~;~~~nJ:d rotor damage, and made a forced 

landing at (YC 695 405) 0 The" Huey had been part pf a {light 

of 10 Marine UH-34Ds, 2 VNAF UH-34Cs~ 4 Army UH~lBsj and 4 

VNAF T-28s lifting 54 ARVN troops from An Diem (ZC 085 572) 

to LZ eyC 635 365) for patrol actiooo Two Marine tie*1copters 
\ 

rescued the crew and weapons of the downed Huey under moderate 

enemy automatic weapons fire, and all aircraft returned to 

Da Nang. At l546~ one O=lB j with Colonel Me~chant aboard as 

TAC(A), 'led l5 Marine choppers with 64 troops aboard and 

2 armed Hueys to the crash site. 
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The troops established a perimeter defense l while two other 

Marine UH-34s==the maintenance and search and rescue (SAR) 

airoraft that normally aocompany each strike mission-~delivered 

replacement blades and rotor assembly6' Under aerial and groltlrl1ll~ 

protection the Huey was repaired in the field o All aircra.ft 

departed the LZ at 1830 and reached Da Nang safely at nightfall. 

An armed Huey was shot down 24 March while providing escort 

on a resupply mission. The chopper was hit by ground fireg 

caught fire and crashed one mile southeast of Phuoc Cam (BT 

095 210}o Al~ six occupants were evacuated by Marine UH-34D 

to the Marine dispensary at Da Nang and then to the Va So Army 

Hospital at Nha Tr~ng by USAF C=1230 One Marine aboard as 

gunner suffered a probable broken arm and lacerations o All 

aircraft weapons were recovered$. 

On 30 March j TE helicopters lifted Lieutenant General 

Harold K'o Johnson, USA~ Deputy Chief of' Staff" for, Operat~'t!)nsg 

Departmen t of the A,rrny; and Brigadie~ G~neral Xung g ARW l) CGl' I 

Corps and party on a tour of the I Corps areao The next day 

12 UH=34s~ 4 armeq Hueys~ and CTE in an O=lB as TAC(A) air­

lifted 45 ARVN soldiers from Tam Ky Province Headquarters to 

(BT 378 052) as Tiger Flighto Tiger Flight was the name g1 ven 

to Eagle Flight operatiops modified tor employment in I Corps 

Taotioal Zone e 
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Eagle Flight~ which was conceived in Delta operations 

in the summer of 1962~ was an airborne ready force which 

landed as a blocking force to intercept fleeing Vie t Cong or to 

hit targets of opportunity 0 In the north 9 the extremely lim­

ited landing zones made the Eagle concept impracticalo 

Tiger Flight became a ground alert force~ ready for instant 

launching and based on quick reaction for its effectivenesso 

April Flight Operations 

On 6 April~ a combined operation lifted 42 ARVN from 

Tam Ky to LZ (BT 370 015). Ground fire shot down one armed 

Huey escort helicopter. A Marine UH-34D rescued the crew 

and weapons ~ and Marines assisted in ,disassembly of the 

aircraft~ which was then lifted externally to Da Nang for 

repair. 

During a medical evacuation mission from (ye 720 640) 

on 14 April~ a Marine UH~34 under intensive ground fire 

experienced loss of power during the takeoff from the site 

and crashed~ dropping approximately 1,0 feet down the side 

of a hill and coming to rest in a stream bed under a heavy 

jungle canopy 0 The engine disintEtgrated but dld not catch 
, .f 

fireG The portside capln gunner suffered a broken leg~ but 
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the crew and passengers evacuated the chopper and climbed to 

the LZ. Heavy thundershowers delayed the rescue attempt for 

riea.rly two hours, but all personna 1 were evacuated 

safelyc An investigation revealed that an enemy round had 

hit the engine~ causing the power losso The remains of the 

aircraft were destroyed 15 Apr110 

Four days later Operation LAM SON 115, a battalion 

he1iborne ass,ault 7 was begun~ utilizing the full breadth of 

men and equipment available to CTE in the I Corps areao 

Troop transport helicopters included 20 Marine and 4 VNAF 

UH-34s; 5 Army Hueys flew armed escort; 3 Marine O-lEs 

performed weather reconnaissance; 2 Army L-19s (similar to 

O-lBs) conducted visual and photo reconnaissance; 14 T-28s 

and 4 A-Iff VNAF aircraft accompanied the flight to provide 

air cover/close air support; 5 VNAF L-19s served as forward 

air controllers, airborne (FACA); and one USAF U-10 (a twin­

engine utility aircraft with communications equipment capable 

of contacting each type of aircraft participating in the 

mission) with Colonel Merchant aboard as TAC(A)o The 

transport choppers lifted 200 ARVN troops from Aloui (YC 

380 996) to L2 (YD 140 l20)~ then took 300 more Vtetnamese 
" 

soldiers from Ta Bat (YC 421 942), t'o LZ (YD 177 210). 
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Two UH-34s were hit by ground fire--one Marine and one VNAF-­

but we~not seriously damaged. The Marine helicopters flew 

157.2 hours in the highly successful one-day operation (almost 

8 hours per aircraft)~ and the O-lBs contributed 2006 hours. 

On 21 April~ during a medical evacuation mission from 

(BT 022 I07)? the Viet Cong used a yellow smoke signal in 

an attempt to lure the helicopters into an enemy area o Three 

days later the VC demonstrated another trick they had 

learned. On a morning evacuation mission to pick up a U.S. 

Special Forces (USSF) man at (YC 806 494)~ the armed Hueys 

made the first low reconnaissance pass over the pickup site 

a normal procedureo They drew no ground fireo When the 

first of two transport choppers hovered over the site 9 however~ 

using its hoist in an attempt to lift the passenger~ en~my 

automatic weapons opened upo 

The Hueys then delivered suppressive fire on suspected 

enemy positions 9 after which the UH~34 made a second hoist 

attempto A hydraulie line on the hoist ruptured 9 foiling this 

effort~ while more ground fire began, one round hitting the 

aft section of the fuselage. Again the Hueys made suppressive 

fire runs, firing their 7062mm M-60 machine guns and 2075~ 

inch rockets 0 .. A second Marine UH-34 then made a successful 

pickup, by hoist~ of the USSF soldier. One dead man in the 
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zone was not picked up due to exoessive enemy fire. 

The next day (25 April) the 300-foot hoist, tested and 

installed for use in the tall jungle vegetation, was used o 

The trees and terrain forced the rescue helicopter to hover 

120 feet above the ground--too high to use the old 100-foot 
\ 

hoist--but the evacuee 'soldier killed in action was ~ .. 

successfully extricated. 

Operation ~ ~ ~ 

On 26 April 9 the task element commander 9 helicopter 

squadron commander~ and MACV J-3 Marine representative flew 

to Quang Ngai (BS 607 7l8)~ on the coast about 55 miles south 

of Da Nang, for a planning conference with ARVN II Corps 

officials on the upcoming Operation SURE WIND 202~ scheduled 

to get under way the next dayo Meanwhile~ back at Da Nang, 

there was a maintenance standadown (no flights while main­

tenance personnel attempt to get all aircraft into an 01UpUi 

status) for a maximum effort the following morning. This 

would be the most heavily opposed and difficult assault 

conducted by Marine helicopters in Vietnam up to that time 0 

For that reason~ and because it demonstrates the full spectrum q 

of a typical major operation~ the Marine commanderls 

description followso 
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Operation SURE WIND 202 

Do Xa~ Quang Ngai Province 

27 April - 25 May 1964 

Mission: SURE WIND 202 was a major troop assault of 

the highest priority in the II Corps area o The Task Element's 

mission for the assault was to lift 420 troops to LZ BRAVO 

at (BS 168 785) from Quang Ngai while Army II Corps hel= 

icopters lifted 2 battalions from Gilang (BS 280 645) to an 

LZ at (BS 065 685). 

Planning: On 16 April~ the Task Element was advised by 

ComUSMACV that the resources of the I Corps helicopters 9 in~ 

eluding the UH-1Bs~ were assigned to the II Corps on a top 

priority basis to support an operation scheduled for 22 

Apri1~ Planning was initiated at a conference at II Corps 

headquarters in Pleiku on 17 April where the general plan 

for the operation was explained. The operation as origin= 

ally planned required the staging of a TAFDS at Tam Ky and 

the lifting of 2 battalions (460 troops) into an LZ to be 

selected o The II Corps was advised of the timing conflict 

of this operation and the I Corps Operation LAM SON 115 9 

scheduled for 19 April~ for which the available TAFDS had 

55 
SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

already been pre-positioned on 17 Aprilo In view of this 

conflict it was decided to proceed with LAM SON 115~ conduct 

aerial reconnaissance for an LZ to support SURE WIND 202 9 

and conduct the operations as soon as fuel could be positionedo 

A second planning conference was held on 20 Apri19 which 

was to be a final conference4 However~ upon being advised 

that no suitable LZs were available in the area requested for 

survey~ additional reconnaissance was requested to determine 

the closest landing zone available for our portion of the 

operationo This reconnaissance was flown on 21 April and a 

third conference was held at Pleiku on 22 Aprilo 

Since the only suitable landing zones were too far 

from the original objectives~ General Tri~ the II Corps 

commander, changed the entire scheme of maneuver and assigned 

one of the two landing zones to be used by the Army helicopters 

in the southern area of the operation to the Task Elemento 

A firm D-Day was to be established at a final conference 

on 24 Aprilo 

This complete change in concept required the TAFDS to be 

located at Quang Ngai instead of Tam Ky and the flY1ng of 

additional photo reconnaissance since the Army had no photo 

coverage of the 'new landing zonel) 
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On '24 April a final conference firmed D-Day as MondaY9 

27 April, with an H-Hour of 09300 The Army was to lift 960 

troops from Gilang to an LZ at CBS 065 685)j while the 

Marines lifted 420 troops from Quang Ngai to an LZ at 

(BS 169 785)0 Since the two landing zones were geograph­

ically separated and involved two different helicopter units 

they were treated as separate operations for the purpose of 

pre-strikes and air controlo A total of 20 A-lH aircraft 

were made available for air support. 6 A-IHs were scheduled 

for area neutralization 9 6 A-lHs for pre-strike in the landing 

zone, 4 A-IHs on call after the pre-strike and·2 A=lHs on 

strip alert at Da Nang for use as required o Overall coord­

ination and control of air in the Marine area was vested 

in CTE utilizing an Air Force U-lO~ as the control aircrafto 

The U-IOB was an ideal control aircraft because it had 4 

seats for representatives of all air elements involved~ in­

cluding a VNAF representative 9 and provided UHF~ VHF, and 

FM communicationsQ 

Execution: The operation was initiated 27 April 1964 

on schedule without weather delayso An excellent pre-strike 

was conducted by 6 A-IHs in the landing zone o However s when 
.~ 

the 5 armed Uf'tlBS conducted their low reconnaissance of the 
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the zone prior to the troop landing heavy 50 and 30 caliber 

automatic weapons fire was receivedo The UH~l~s conducted 

rocket and gun attacks on all spotted positions but were 

unable to silence known VC weapon emplacements after expend­

ing all their ammunitiono Additional A=lHs were directed 

to the zone and unleashed a heavy rocket and bombing attack. 

During this attack one A-IH was severely damaged by VC 

fire and diverted to Quang Ngaio It subsequently crash 

landed 07 miles west of Quan Ngaio All helicopters re= 
" . 

turned to Quang Ngai to rearm the -,-lBS and await another 

air strike. 

;~t 1210 another a ir strike wa s conducted by 2 A=lHs 

followed by a low recon by UH-lBso Despite heavy ground 

fire the first ass'ault wave of 17 USMC UH=34Ds and 2 VNAF 

UH-34cs began landing at 12300 All helicopters returned 

suppressive fire with crew chiefs~ port side gunners~ and 

co-pilots firing during approach~ landing 9 and retiremento 

Several UH-34Ds sustained hits9 forcing one UH-34D to land 

at Gilang due to loss of its primary servo system. Another 

UH-34 received critical battle damage in the oil cooler 

during its approach. After a controlled landing in the LZ 

the crew evacuated the aircraft and was rescued by the Marine 
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maintenance aircraft which had aeen orbiting the L2 in case 

of such an emergency. Following additional air strikes by 

A-IHs the second assault landLng was made at 1354 under 

diminished ground fire. However~ several aircraft were 

hit. Again preceded by A-IE air strikes the third assault 

was executed at 15400 This time the VC again opened up 

with heavy~50 and.30 caliber automatic weapons fireo 

Several Marine helicopters were hit caused loss of tail 

rotor controlg The crew was evacuated by the Marine 

maintenance helicopter. 

·.:~n 29 April a flight of 3 UH=34Ds landed a main= 

tenance inspection team~ and a Marine rifle squad for 

protection 5 in the landing zone to assess damage to the 

two choppers one USMC and one VNAF~ downed by enemy fire 

27 Aprilo On the Marine aircraft 9 one 50 caliber round 

had deflected off the leading edge of the armor plate 

dftsigned to protect the oil cooler and demolished the oil 

coolero Three other hits on the aircraft probably occur+i~d 

after the crew had evacuatedo The VNAF helicopter was 

found riddled by 29 hits~ but the one that caused the crash 

was a 50 caliber round that severed the tail rotor control 

cable. The other hits were believed to have resulted after 
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the aircraft was on the ground. Both airoraft were beyond 

eoonomica1 repair and destroyed in the 'J.01).i/. 

The fourth and final assault landing of the day was made 

at 1728 with the 11 troop lifting helicopters that remained 

in a flyable status. A total of 357 ARVN troops were landed 

in the objective area during the first day. A recap of hits 

during the day showed that 15 of the 19 Marine helicopters 

participating sustained a total of 27 .50 caliber and 030 

caliber hits which sUbstantiated that this was the most heavily 

opposed and difficult landing conducted by USMC helicopters 

in Vietnam to date. 

On 28 April the assault he1ilift was conducted with 14 

UH=34Ds9 4 Army UH~lB troop carriers~ and 4 UH=lB armed heli~ 

copters again being subjected to automatic weapons fire and 

with one UH=34D receiving two hits. A total of 131 troops 

were landed. 

During the assaults on 27 and ~6 April the Marine UH=34Ds 
, -

f1'sw 20105 hours and expended 5 9 140 rounds of 0223 caliber and 

16 9 960 rounds of 70 62mm ammunition while the Army UH=lB armed 

escort expended 85»800 rounds of 7062mm and 314 rockets for 

suppressive fire o 

During original planning for this operation it had been 

anticipated that Task Element helicopters would be released 

from II Corps support after the assault land.lngo However" due 
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to the Army II Corps inability to adequately support the con= 

tinuation of the operation) MACV directed that the USMC he1i= 

copters continue to support II Corps on a priorIty basis as 

required. To accomplish this continued support a USMC liaison 

officer was assigned to the operations headquarters at Quang 

Ngai to coordinate daily requirements. This support for 

Operation SURE WIND 202 continued until 25 May. 

A summary of support rendered by the Task Element fo11owsZ 

OPERATION SURE WI: ND 202 - SUPPORT BY Uo SQ MARINE CORPS 

27 APRIL - 25 MAY 1964 

.~ 

27 April 
28 April 
29 April 
30 April 
1 May 
2 May 
3 May 
4 May 
5 May 
6 May 
7 May 
8 May 
9 May 

10 May 
11 May 
12 May 
13 May 
14 May 
15 May 
16 May 
17 May 
18 May 
19 May 

SORTIES HOURS ill CARGO 

103 
34 
3 
1 

24 
33 
53 
36 
31 
30 
o 

18 
94 
96 
18 
21 
39 
44 
20 
62 
30 
o 

152 

166.3 
78.9 
1501 

.5 
20.7 
32 .. 2 
38.8 
30.8 
27.6 
16.5 

o 
58.0 
30.2 
44.7 
15.0 
16.4 
15.0 
27.7 
36.8 
25.4 
26.2 

o 
~1.9 

357 6300 
131 400 

24 0 
12 500 
18 0 
37 3800 
54 17000 
31 17200 
15 6500 
12 0 
o 0 

89 38200 
71 15380 
35 32500 

9 620 
15 6330 
22 4065 
13 11500 
32 9200 
4

1
5 5650 

8 600 
o 0 

79 30170 
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2 
7 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
6 
o 
o 
o 
5 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
2 
a 
o 
a 

AC/HITS 

15/27 
1/2 
2/2 
0/0 
·O/Q) 
0/0 
0/0 
010 
010 
010 
0/0 
a/a 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
1/1 
0/0 
O/D 
0/0 
010 
010 
0/0 
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DATE SORTIES HOURS lli CARGO EVACS ACLHits 

20 May 16 8 8 2 11 1500 0 0/0 
21 May 7 6.9 0 0 0 0/0 
22 May 0 0 0 0 0 0/0 
23 May 0 0 0 0 0 0/0 
24 May 0 0 0 0 0 0/0 
25 May 18 1101 1 4950 13 0/0 

IOTALS 983 800.9 1194 217815 39 19/32 

On 30 April)) a mission delayed five days by the higher 

priority SURE WIND 202 was executed~ in which 78 ARVN Special 

Forces personnel were lifted out of LZ (ye 154 655)~ Seven= 

.teen UH-34D9 2 Army Huey transports and' 2 armed Hueys9 2 

O=lB for weather/radio relays one VNAF L=19 (FACA)9 and 2 

VNAF A~lH strike alrc~aft partioipated. A pre=p1anned strike 

on the area surrounding the LZ was not accomplished because 

the A-IHs were late and the time-on-station of the armed Bueys 

waS limited. After a low reconnaissance by the armed UH=1Bs 9 

the transport helicopters moved into the landing zone for the 

pickup. Extremely heavy ground fire met the first choppero 

Six hits were sustained)) And both the pilot and the crew chief 

suffered severe leg wounds o The co=pilot took control of the 

aircraft and 9 despite a round through the main oil pressurE) 

line of the engine~ completed the flight to Nam Dong (ye 

877 847) escorted by an SAR helicopter$ Later in the day this 

UH=34D was repaired and flwon back to Da Nango 
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The leader of the second division· assumed command of 

the operation and oalled in the armed Hueysg which delivered 

suppressive fire on the suspected location of enemy weapons. 

Again the transport helicopters appro~~hed the landing zone ,. 

and began pioking up troopso The fifth airoraft reported re= 

oeiving fire, but oontinued the mission o During olimb=out a 

long burst of automatic weapons tire struok the chopper» 

causing complete engine failure. The pilot made a successful 

autorotation into an area surrounded by high trees g resulting 

in one minor in'ju.ry. The orew of four 9 plus five passengers ll 

were rescued under fire by the maintenance helicopter and the 

eighth aircraft in the flight. The downed UH=34D could not be 

reoovered and was ,destroyed by the armed Hueyso 

Mean~hile9 the sixth aircraft into the zone took four 

hitsg one round passing through the center overhead plexi= 

glass and lodging in the circuit breaker box~ ©ausing the loss 

ot most of th~ instrumentation and injuring the pilot sllghtlyo 

In spite of the heavy resistance» however ll the retrograde 

movement was completed and all troops returned to Da Nang. In= 

jured personnel were flow to the l1arine dispensa..ry for emergency 
;. 

treatmentll" and the ser;tous cases were later taken by Air FOl'~e 

(4) In aviation j a division is a flight ot three or tQur air= 

craft controlled apd led by the division leaderQ A section is 

a flight of tw0 9 with a section leadero 
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0-123 to the Nha Trang Army Field Hospital on the coast ot 

central RVN. 

The ARVN Special Forces personnel evacuated on this 

mission had been under a continuous heavy Viet Cong attack 

for five days while ~l Marine helicopters were committed 

to SURE WIND 202. They were demoralized, had set up no 

perimeter defense of the landing zone, and a large majority 

refused to' fighto Many,VC troops were visible in the LZ 

after the. lift .. out of the last helicopter, but the support 

aircraft had expended all their ordnance by that time. 

May Fli€~t Operations 

During May TE 79.303.6 flew daily support missions for 

SURE WIND_. 202. On 3 May, 8 UH- 34D and 2 UH~lB conducted a 

resupply mission in the II Corps area~ lifting 54 troops and 

17,000 pounds of cargo from Gilang to various landing zones. 

One UH-34D lost RPM and made ~ hard landing on the .downhill 

edge of L~ CBS 645 590), breaking off the starboard landing 

gear strut, rupturing lines to the main fuel cell, and causing 

extensive damage to the starboard clrunshell door and lower 

tuselage. The a~craft flew back to Quang Ngai and landed on 

sandbags readied for it there. It was subsequently repaired. 

Within the next few days Marine helicopters rescued the 

crew of a Vietnamese Patrol (PT-F) boat disabled and drifting 
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35 miles north of Da Nang ll eve,cuated 16 cholera victims from 

Tien Phuoc (BT 115 140)~ and transported va prisoners of waro 

On 13 MaYll during an ammunition resupply flight to a II 

Corps LZ~ two UH-34Ds enoountered heavy ground fire~ with one 

sustaining a 950 caliber hit through the tail pylon and tail 

rotor pitch change bearno The helicopters returned the fire 

and pinpointed the enemy positionsu A flight at Army UH=lBs~ 

diverted to the scene~ commenced rocket and machine gun attacks 

on three spotted positions-~one 050 caliber and two 030 calibero 

VNAF T=28s followed with an air strike ll and the mission was 

accom.plished. 

On the same dayp in the I Corps area ll a UH=J4D had an 

engine failure during a test flight and landed hard i~ a 

marshy srea p breaking the port main landing gear and damaging 

the underside of the fuselage extensivelyo Meanwhile~ at 

Gilang air strip~ an O=lB made a hard landing~ and hit the 

runway with the propel1er~ necessitating a prop and engine 

change .. 

Three days later on 16 May~ during a resupply mission in 

support 0 f SURE WIND 2029 the intermedia te gear box of a 

UH~34D tailed during an approach to LZ CBS 007 766) ~ causing 

the chopper to land shortD damaging the under=fuselage 9 center 

rue1 oe119 and cabin floor. Field repair was accomplished and 

the aircraft flown to Da Nang the .following day. 
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By 27 May TE 79.3.3.6 had been released frqm top priority 

support of Operation SURE WIND 202 and returned to normal 

opera t ions in the I Corp s areao At t he end of the month a 

new mission had been assigned the Marine unit--that ot providing 

UH-34Ds for BAR standby (and medical evacuation if required), 

at Ashau during 0-123 defoliation missions. 

66 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

June Flight Operations 

On 1 June, an O-IB on a low pass attempting to spot a 

VC concentration in the vicinity of CYC 598 811) was hit 

four times in the horizontal and vertical stabilizers by 

small arms fire ~ but returned safely,o On the same day 

12 UH-34Ds were flown to Pleiku airfield, in the cen~ral 

highlands of II Corps area? in preparation for a troop 

assault mission on 3 June--part of Operation SURE WIND 3030 

Three more UH-34Ds arrived at Pleiku on 2 June and a 

rehearsal for the next day's operation was conducted 0 

During the next two days the Marine choppers lifted 274 

passengers and l7~550 pounds of cargo while flying 125 

hours and 180 sorties without receiving a hit from enemy 

fireo The entire operation was flown in conjunction with 

the Army 52nd Aviation Battalion~ lifting an ARVN battalion 

of 421 troops from Dak To to L2 (AS 898 768)0 The Marine 

helicopters returned to Da Nang on 4 June o 

During a UH-34D emergency ammunition resupply flight 

to L2 (ZC 210 333) on the night of 5 June, two escort Hueys 

drew fire south of the landing zone and retaliated with a 

rocket and strafing attack o As the UH-34s departed the L2, 

one Buey sustained a hit through the fuel cell? causing 
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extensive fuel loss. The pilot made an emergency landing 

on a sandbar in the river. Heavy small arms fire erupted 

from both banks, but a Marine chopper hit twice, rescued 

the UH ... 1B crew 0 'l'he Army helicopters attempted to destJ'OY 

the downed aircraft, but could not do so due to heavy ground 

fire, darkness, deteriorating weather conditions~ and low 

i"uelo 

ARVN forces deployed to provide security around the 

downed Huey but could not reach the area in the face of 

determined enemy reslstanc~o During the hours of darkness 

ARVN artillery was utilized to keep the enemy away from 

the aircraft. With the coming of daylight the area was 

secured and the UH-1B heli~lifted to Da Nang by an ArmJ 

CH-37 (a Sikorsky single main rotor, twin-engine heavy 

transport helicopter). 

On 7 June TE 790303 0 6 undertook still another task-­

that of providing SAR aircraft on a daily basis, in support 

of reconnaissance missions flown by U.So planes over Laos and 

North Vietnam. This SAR standby was positioned at either 

Khe Sam:;: (XD 859 381) or Quang Tri (¥D 328 526) 0 The code 

name for these reconnaissance missions was YANKEE TEAM. 

During the period 8-15 June area search flights were 
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launched in an effort to 16l'a:'te two enlisted Marines from 

Sub-Unit #20 The two, PFCs Fred To Schrenkengost and 

RObert 10 Greer, left the camp without authorization on the 

~o~.WJ:.ng,· of 7 June on rented motorbikes to take a sightseeing 

tour to. the southwest. Intelligence reports indicated that 

both were captured by the Viet Cong in the vicinity of 

(AT 995 664)0 Aerial searchers of this area, Hill 267~ 

Marble Mountain, and Hoi An revealed nothing. On 15 

June, a Vietnamese Self Defense Corps (SDC) strike force 

recovered the two motor bikes hidden under water at (BT 

003 645). A reliable informer stated that the two Americans 

were d!l;splayed at the hamlets of Bich Tram (AT 990 636) and 

Binh Nam (AT 986 630) on the evening of 8 June o On each 

occasion the Viet Cong announced that the two would be given 

five months of political training and returned. The organized 

search was discontinued 15 June, with intelligence efforts 
<5r 

still under way to locate the missing Marineso 

Task Element helicopters provided parachute jump train­

ing for 17 Special Forces personnel at An Diem outpost (ZC 

785 572) on 11 June. On the same day VNAF H=34 stUdent class 

< 

(5) The Intelligence Narrative Summary of TE 79030306 Command 

Diary for the period 15 April-9 July 1964 provides a detailed 

account of the Schrenkengost~Greer incident. 
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IV, consisting of 8 pilots, completed its training o Since 

4 February 33 pilot-trainees had received 162505 hours of 

instruction and OJT indoctrination had been completed for 

107 VNAF helicopter personnel. 

On 13 June, a UH-34n on a resupply mission from Khe 

Sanh (XD 859 361), forced Qy weather into making a low­

angle approach to a LZ on a 5~500-foot mountain top~ 

encountered severe down-draftso Maximum power was insuf-

ficient to overcome the down-draft and the helicopter was 

forced into the trees~ crashed 9 anq rolled on its sideo 

The crew and passenge~! evacuated the aircraft safely, with 

no injuries o The ~-34D was badly damaged and had to be 

dest~oyedo 

HMM-364 , on 16 June, held a maintenance stand-down to 

prepare its helicopters for turnover to the VNAFo A~tomatic 

stabilization equipment (ASE) (the helicopter equivalent of 

an auto-pilot), gun mounts 9 and USMC identification were 

removed, with the latter being replaced with WAF inslgni€lo 

The 24 UH=34Dss along with the maintenance support equipment and 

spare parts, were turned over to the VNAF 217th Squadron on 
~ , ,'" < 

19 June, with the formal acceptance taking place 10 days 

latero Major General Paul Jo Fon~ana, CG~'lst MAW, Bri&,t.ld,1ex: 
. -~.:--".::; '1": .. 

General Xung, ARVN I Corps commander 9 and Colonel Truc 9 VNAF 

deputy commander, 
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attended the ceremony 0 The Vietnamese presented various 

orders of the Cross of Valor, the nation's second highest 

award, to certai~Marine pilots who participated in troop 

assault landings 27 and 28 April in Operation SURE WIND 

202. In addition~ the VNAF presented their own pilot 

wings to Task Element instructor pilots who took part in 

the helicopter training program from 4 February through 11 

June o 

In the meantime, on 17 June, HMM-162 , commanded by 

Lieutenant Colonel Oliver Wo Curtis~ arrived at SHUFLY and 

reported to CTE for operational controle The squadron 

brought its own complement of 24 UH-34Ds to replace those 

given to the Vietnameseo During the first few days at Da 

Nang squadron pilots logged familiarization flights~ resupply 

missions, and conducted live firing practice for co-pilots 9 

crew chiefs, and port-side gunners, as well as flying rappel 
(6) 

practice sorties for the new SAR teamo 

KC-130F Hercules transports of VMGR-152~ based in 

Iwakuni, Japan~ brought in the final echelons of HMM-162 

(6) Rappelling, borrowed frOID mountain climbing techniques 9 

is a method of controlled descent by rope from a helicoptero 

Medical personnel used it to get help to the ground in an 

area where the chopper itself could not lando 
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personnel and ground support equipment on 22 and 23 June o 

These heavy-duty haulers then loaded out HMM-3641 returning 

men and equipment to Okinawa, where the squadron received 

new helicopters and operated as a squadron of MAG-16o 

Major Marion'Bo Green relieved Lieutenant Colonel 

Beal as commander of Sub-Unit #2 on 27 June o Two days 

later a flight of two UH-34Ds attempted to lift Brigadier 

General Carl Ao Youngdale~ USMC~ J-2~ MACV~ to the 1Z top 

Tiger Tooth Mountaino Poor weather prevented the landingo 

On 30 June 7 6 UH-34Ds and 2 armed Hueys proceeded to 

LZ (BT 098 215) on a resupply missiono One UH-34 was fired 

on, but not hit7 during the operationo One of the Hueys9 

in attempting to pinpoint the source of the ground fire 7 

was shot downo The USMC flight leader and his wingman 

landed beside the crashed aircraft and crewmen assisted 

in the evacuation of three out of four personnel from the 

burning wreckageo Rockets~ ammunition~ and fuel were 

burning and exploding during the rescue, and unknown troops 

were approachingo The intense heat did not allow the fourth 

UH-IB crew member to be extricatedo Both rescue aircraft 

sustained hits during climbout~ but continued to the Marine 

dispensary at Da Nang 7 where the co=pilot was dead on arrival 
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fro~ a bullet wound in the right shoulder and chest. The 

pildt, who had suffered seriuus injury to his right foot, 

wa s evacuated by USAF C-123 to Nha Trang Field Hospital. 

The crew member su~tained burns to his hands. 

A later attempt to recover the body of the fourth 

crewman was unsuccessful due to the heat of the wreckage, 

though the flight surgeon, a corpsman, a six-man Marine 

security squad and two Army maintenance personnel did 

reach the site. Enemy fire was so heavy that a landing 

could not be made at the downed craft, ~ven though an ARVN 

company was attempting to prov,ide a perimeter defense. 

The party was offloaded some distance away and proceeded 

on foot. U.S. Army personnel recovered the body of the 

gunner the next day. 

CONFIDENTAL 

As of the end of June~ Major General Louis Bo Robert­

shaw, Deputy Chief of Staff (Air), HQMC~ summarized SHU FLY 

opera tiO.llS, a s follows: 

"Our l:elicopter squadron has now been there (in Viet­

nam),: for over two years. We wer e originally smeduled to 

come out this month. However, USMACV has requested that the 

squadron remain in Vietnam. This request was approved, and 
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as it stands now, we are committed to SHUFLY indefinitelyo 

A recent GAO (Government Accounting Office) report on 

activities in Vietnam 7 which included some aircraft availab-

ility and maintenance comparisons between services, made us 

look awfully goodo As a result~ a great deal of interest 

was generated in our SHUFLY operationso SpecificallY9 we 

were required to provide a rather detailed list of stat= 

istics for SecDef (Secretary of Defense) in his bout with 

Congress o 

These statistics tell the Vietnam story to date: 

Helicopter Operations in Vietnam 

April 1962-June 1964 

HelicoptemAssigned ooo ooooooo24 

Observation Assignedoooooooooo3 

Total Sortiesoooooooooooo60~609 

Total Hoursoooooooooooooo38 9 880 

Total Passerigers •• $ •• a •• 21l 9058 

Total Cargo (lbs)ooo •• 99369~500 

Total Medical Evacs$o.oooo39541 
.. , 

Average Monthly Utilization Per Helooo63 hours 

With only 24 helicopters, and three O=lB observation 

aircraft, the unit has flown over 60,000 sorties carrying 
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well over 2ll t OOO passengers and 9t million pounds of cargoo 

Note the 63 hours average helicopter utilization per 

monthe Our peacetime utilization is about $2 houI'S per 

month 0 

Throughout the operation we have maintained a very 

encouraging aircraft vulnerability recordo These figures 

show our aircraft and personnel losses thus far: 

Aircraft Losses 

Enemy Action: 

Lost .....- Rewired Aircraft l!!1 

3 17 212 

Operational Losses: 

Lost Causes: Weather 9 Terrain~ DensltY9 Altitude 

15 Overheat 

Personnel Losses 

Enemy .. Action: WIA . KIA Operational Accidents: Injured Killeq' 
< """,.' 

Pilots 6 0 2 5 

Crew 5 0 1 it 

Troops/Pax l3 0 Z 11 

Total 2it 0 10 20 
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It is interesting to note that the records show that 

we have lost only 3 of the 20 aircraft shot down despite 

the rather impressive number of aircraft hito These three 

were d~stroyed by our own people to preclude their falling 

into the hands of the enemyo While it must be acknowledged 

that the hits almost exclusively from small arms, they are 

nbt the result of bows and arrows, which were credited for 

shooting down a helicopter in the Congoo "Our operational 

losses, while only 15 in number, have accounted for the 

great majority of our losses. 

Personnel losses are also tabulatedo For the first 

time in our combat history, the troops and passenger 

losses involved outnumber our aircrew losseso These 

statistics may provide some usefUl planning factors for 

the futureo 

The Safety Center recently ruled that accidents oc= 

curring under combat conditions be excluded from the normal 

peacetime accident statistics due to the operational 

demands of combat. 

The presence of our units in South Vietnam continues to 

be a rewarding experience as well as a very material cont= 

ribution to the U.S. effort." 
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July Flight Operations 

At 0410 on 6 July~ TE 790303 06 received word that 

Nam Dong outpost (YC 877 848) was under heavy mortar 

attack, had no radio communications, and was being over= 

run by'the Viet Congo At 060lt,g6 UH-34D~>g.carrying U.So 

Speiial Forces personnel, and 2 armed Hueys took off 

fdr Nam Dong~ led by Colonel Merchant in an O=IB as 

TAC(A)o Two VNAF A=IH support aircraft were not on station 

at the pre-planned time-on-target. Heavy ground fire 

prevented a landing by the transport helicopters~ even 

after a maximum support effort by the Hueys~ and the flight 

returned to Da Nango 

Meanwhile, at 0605 2 other DH-34Ds had flown U.S. 

Spe~ial Forces officers to An Diem outpost to alert a 

strike force company as reinforcement troopso CTE, upon 

his arrival at Da Nang~ briefed the A-lH pilots and the 

Forward Air Controller (FAC) and was airborn~· again at 

0910 as TAC(A)~ this time in a USAF U-IOBo An Army CV-2 

Caribou twin-engine turboprop light transport made an air 

drop of carbine ammunition to Nam Dong 9 followed by an 

air strike by the A-IHs on the high ground to the west 

and south of the outpost 0 By 0945$,ground fire had 
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diminished and 18 UH-34Dsgescorted by 4 UH-lEs and 2 VNAF 

A-IRs, d,elivered 93 reinforcement troops from Da Nang and 

An Diem. Evacuation of 18 KIA and III WIA began immediat= 

ely--two of the dead were American and one Australiano 

At 1545, a flight of 10 UR-34,s lifted 5 passengers and 

9,550 pounds of ammunition, medical supplies? radios and 

miscellaneous equipment to Nam Dong, taking 6 passengers, 

5 WIA, and 8 KIA to Ka Nang on the return tripo With the 

help of the reinforcements flown in~ Nam Dong survived the 

attack o The remaining dead and wounded were evacuated the 

following day. 

On 10 JulY9 Colonel Hardy Hay relieved Colonel Merchant 

as commander of the Task Element; Colonel Merchant proceeded 

to Okinawa to take command of MAG-16o Marine personnel 

participa ted in "VNAF Day-64- JI the same day ~ in ceremonies 

attended by Ambassador Maxwell D. Taylor and General William 

Co Westmoreland, ComUSMACV. Both officials toured the local 

area by helicopter. A UH-34-D'j settled into the g'.['ound~,short 

of the LZ at (XD 825 550) on 11 July. It flew away from the 

site (which was at 5~200 feet elevation) and returned to Da 

Nang 0 It had sustained overhaul damage~ however 0 

During the remainer of July normal missions continued~ 

a large numper of distinguished visitors arrived and departed~ 
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a replacement security platoon arrived (27 July), and 

sporadic gunfire from outside the base continued to harass 

Marine sentrieso 

August Flight OQerations 

Early in August TE UH~34Ds continued to provide SAR 

support for YANKEE ~AM missions~ and hauled in 

supplies to a Voice of America transmitting facility at 

YD 782 200)0 The Gulf of Tonkin incident? in which North 

Vietnamese torpedo boats approached U.So Navy destroyers 

with hostile intent~ took place 2-4 Augusto The Task 

Element assumed Defense Condition (DerCon) 3 and took 

appropriate measures to increase the security of living 

and operating areaso 

On 6 August3 Marine Brigadier General Raymond Co Davis 

and his 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB) staff 

arrived at Da Nang 0 During the next few days~ while plan= 

ning progressed for possible 9th MEB commitment to RVN~ 

General Davis and his staff reconnoitered the beach areas 

from Hai Van Pass (AT 935 915) to Marble Mountain (BT 115 

645) looked over the high grQund of Hill 327 and Monkey 

Mo'unta in hear Da Nang 0 
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Within a few days the tenseness of the international sit­

uation subsided somewhat and General Davis and his party 

returned to Okinawa, where he reassumed his post as Assis­

tnat Division Commander, 3d Marine Divisi:ono The 9th MEB 

was not destined to land in South Vietnam until March :,: 

196~~ 

An O-IB crashed on 15 August at (Y~ 985 795) while 

making a reconnaissance of the valleyo The pilot was 

evacuated to Nha Trang Hospital with serious injuries, 

the aerial observer's (AO) injuries were classified as 

moderateo The aircraft was destroyed; no enemy action was 

involved 0 

On 22 August~ one helicopter received a small arms hit 

on the armor pIa te benea th"",tb;e oil cooler--no damage resulted 0 

This was the first recorded instance of the armor~ which 

was installed on TE choppers late in 1963, definitely 

preventing damage to the aircrafto 

During a resupply mission on 30 August~ a UH-34D 

settled into the trees short of the LZ at (YC 806 774) in 

an operational accident,~at an elevation of 3~600 feeL 
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No enemy action was involved and there were no casualties o 
-. --

The aircraft was st1pped and destr~'yedo 

August ended with a TAFDS in operation at Kham Duc 

(ZC 006 092) and approximately l3~000 gallons of avgas on 

hand at that locationo An Army C-123 had transported this 

fuel dispensing unit to KhamDuc, but normally the UR-34s 

transplaced the TAFDSs wherever they were required to . 

support operations 0 The por'table fuel farms proved them-

selves many times over in Vietnam. 

September Flight~Operations 

September began with support continuing for Team 

operations and with VNAF Student P.ilot Class V completing 

training. On 4 September, Operation CHINH BIEN got under 

wayo ~ifteen UH-34Ds, 4 Hueys~ 6 VNAF A-1Hs, 2 USMC O=lBs 9 

1 O-IA with a FAC~ and 1 USAF U-lO with CTE aboard as 

TAC(A) participated in the first assault to (YC 448 ,01)0 

H-Hour was delayed 15 minutes to 0815 due to ground fogo 
.-

No enemy resistance was encountered 9 and when the fourth 

lift was completed at 1215 192 sorties and 13906 hours had 

been flown in transporting 304 Vietnamese Special Forces #Y. .. 

(VNSF) and 9,080 pounds of cargo into the zone o The 

operation was completed the next day, with more personnel 
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and cargo delivered on scheduleo 

In mid-September the approaching winter monsoon season 

became a factor--on the 14th all flights were cancelled due 

to weathero Within the next few days Typhoons Violet 

which caused considerable damage~ and Tilda passed nearbY9 

disrupting flight operationso As Violet approached on 21 

September, the UH-34s and O-lBs were flown to Nha Trang 

for safekeeping, while the C-117 journeyed to Saigono 
; 

The storm elOCminated all flight operations the next daY9 
] 

while the wind raged and rain fell in torrentso All 

transient tentage was blown down and many "buildings were 

damaged by watero All electrical power was lost for a 

week, except to the mess hall and the water point, where 

it was restored in one dayo For six hours the teletype 

circuits were knocked out~ and the wing liaison net 

secured for It hourso Personnel had to evacute most 

buildings at the height of the storm because of the danger 

of collapseo 

October Flight Operations 

On 7 Octover~ HMM-365? commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 

Joseph Ko~r? Jro 9 arrived to relieve Hmm~162o The rotation 

of personnel was complete by the next day and the new 
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squadron launched resupply missions at once, hauling over 

25,000 pounds of cargo the first dayo Three days later, 

in lifting 112 ARVN troops into Phuoc Lam {BT 072 061)~ 

8 UH-34Ds were fired on by small arms, mortarw~ and 75mm 

recoilless r~flese No choppers were hito 

O~ the same day~ 11 October~ Major General William Ro 

Collins, CG~ 3d MarDiv~ arrived with his part yo During the 

next two days he was briefed and made reconnaissance flights 

over the local area o 

On 12 October, a UH-34D lost power and crashed on take 

off from Tako (YC 615 495 at an elevation of 49200 feeto 

The pilot received minor injuries; there was no enemy 

action involvedo The aircraft was stripped of usable parts 

and destro yed 0 

In mid-October, CTE reported a new phase of Viet Cong 

activity in the lowland and coastal are~so There was no 

major combat orother noticeable movement 9 but the 9 hard 

core VC main force units of battalion size or larger in the 

I Corps area had increased to 11 by Octabero In addition~ 

there were 17 local force units of company size 9 an in­

crease of 50 percent since Julyo Increased pressure on the 

people and increased control of the countryside were noted 9 
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as well as the harassment of rail and road tr~ffic and the 

Da Nang Air Base o Bridges were destroyed and routes of 

communication cut. VC battalion-sized unit activity was 

on the increase 7 with many units standing and fighting 

rather than retreatipgo 

Colonel John H. King relieved Colonel Hay as TE 

commander on 17 June. 

Toward the end of October, Marine helicopters made hazard= 

ous flights under marginal weather conditions in attempts 

to reach wounded troops in remote landing zones 9 only to 

find the LZ controlled by the Viet: Congo Low ceilings often 

forced all aircraft down to within small arms rangeo Some­

times the armed Hueys could not suppress the enemy fire and 

the mission had to be aborted. Once the pilot and crew 

chief of the Marine rescue helicopter were wounded by enemy 

fire. Several times approaching darkness and mountainous 

terrain compounded the hazards. 

November Flight Operations 

Typhoon Iris 9 on 4 and 5 November 9 forced cancellation 

of all missions, but ground training of the latest VNAF 

c'isss of 8 student pilots continuedo Severe weather 9 heavy 
c~ 

rains, low ceilings, and reduced visibility were the order 
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I 
of the day t~~pugh 10 November, when evacuation of flood 

victims began late in the afternoono From 1710 until 

1900 7 144 victims were rescued, mostly by sling from 

roof topso Helicopter crewmen had to leave the aircraft 

to assist the evacuees into the sling hoistc vuri~g these 

missions~ tho tl.iror'ei't droltJ en(Jmy fire but W~r'O not 

As soon as the weather permitted on 12 November, 

18 UH-34Ds departed Da Nang on rescue missionso In spite 

of low visibility, heavy rain, and enemy fire, they res­

cued 1,136 civilians during the dayo Three hits were 

recordedo More persons were evacuated the next day~ and 

thousands of pounds of relief supplies were flown into 

Quang Ngai Tam Ky, and Quang Tin Provinces~ south of Da 

Nang~ and Quang Nam Province, which surrounds the cit Yo 

Relief operations continued through 16 NOVember, when 

another typhoon--Kate--threatened to make matters even 

worseo The weather surrounding the storm forced cancel-

lation of some flood missions, but the typhoon itself 

passed 200 miles to the south, causing little damageo 

Beginning on 17 November? seriously injured flood victims 
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were flown to the Princeton, an amphibious assault helicopter 

cs:r:M ell cruising Gffshore ~ ';:Cor tree tment.. All a vaila.ble ,air~ 

,oraft were used for flbodrelief from 10. November until 10 

December. The magnitude of the disaster can be glimpsed 

from the following statistics: 

Province 

Quang Nam 

Quang, Tin 

Quang Ng~i 

Total/Average j 

Casualties Houses 
Dead/Missing, Destroyed 

2,500 

l,370 

13000 

4 9870 

22,447 

14,250 

14,000 

50~697 

Refusees 

12,240 

3,000 

6,000 

21,240 

Cattle .Crop's 
Lost Destroj~ed 

I '., .... . ~., , ... 

78% 90% 

8306% 100% 

80~ ~ 
...;. .... 

- .' 1'"-

~0,,,,5%. 90% 

On 19 NOVember, 2 UH-34Ds equipped with TK-1 armament 

kits consisting of machine guns and rockets 1 escorted an Eagle 

Flight of 10 UH-1Bs to (AT 930 520)0 The Marine choppers 

conducted pre-strike and close air support operations9' 

expending 90 rockets and 500 rounds of 7062mm amrnunit:i.on 

with'unknown results at, Viet Gong'in (:;UlVf;ll'!ts:and·hous13s. 
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The next day an estimated 10-15 Viet Cong were killed 

in a similar strike in which 49 rockets and 4~000 

round,s of ammuni tion were expended 0 For the rema inder 

of 1964 the armed UH-34s flew regularly in an armed 

escort roleo 

A strike operation, code-named DA NANG #3, con­

ducted 22 November~ proved highly successfulo Four­

teen USMC UH=34s~ two of which were armed~ teamed up 

with 9 UH=lBs, also with two armed, in lifting troops 

of the ARVN 11th Ranger Battalion to two landing 

zones in an 0630 assaultu As a result, with the 

help of the armed choppers providing close air support~ 

5 VC were killed and 21 captured, Among the equipment 

taken from the enemy were a French BAR (automatic 

rifle), a French aubmachine gun, 2 Czech submachine 

guns, 18 Chinese grenades~ 7 Chinese rifle grenades, 

2 M=l rifles, 2 U,S. carbines, 14,000 rounds of small 

arms ammunition, and 8,000 piastres (Vietnamese cur~ 

rency)o Friendly losses totalled one man woundedu 

On 25 November the squadron moved to a new 

hangar area aboard the Da Nang Air Baseo Three days 
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later a Marine UH-34D crew chief had a once-in-a-lifetime 

experience. During Operation DA NANG #4, a .45 caliber 

round impacted inside his flight helmet, grazed his hair, 

and exited through the top of the "hard hat. If! No injury. 

In the operation the enemy lost 7 killed, 22 captured, 

and a variety of weapons and ammunition. Friendly 

losses were one killed and one wounded. 

Operation DA NANG #5, on 30 November, had even 

better results--53 enemy killed, 21 taken prisoner, and 

more weapons and documents confiscated. Friendly forces 

sustained only one minor wound. 

December Flight Operations 

In Operation DA NANG #6, conducted 7 December, 

the relatively cool weather allowed the Marine UH-34Ds 

to carry 14 troops per aircraft, half again as many as 

the normal load. After a delay due to ground fog, the 

armed UH-34s expended 62 rockets and 6,000 rounds of 

machine gun ammunition in preparatory zone fires at 

LZ (AT 932 703). The troops were landed without inci~ 

dent, and no hits were recorded on helicopters. The 
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enemy lost 9 killed, 4 taken prisoner, 9 rifles, 1 

machine gun, and several documents. There were no 

~ friendly casualties. 

On 9 December, an afternoon strike mission to 

1Z (BT 270 140) received heavy ground fire from all 

directions. (An artillery duel between ARVN and VC 

forces had been going on since 0330 that morning.) 

Three armed UH-34Ds returned the fire with 59 rockets 

and 2,500 rounds from the M-60 machine guns. All 

enemy positions were neutralized; no helicopters 

were hitz and a second lift into 

the zone was accomplished without i~ciQent. Hesults: 

70 enemy killed, 39 weapons captured, 2 105mm howitzers 

destroyed. Friendly losses: 1 U.S. killed, 1 Austra­

lian wounded, 8 ARVN killed, and 20 ARVN wounded. 

During the remainder of December, flight 

operations continued at a normal tempo. Weather 

caused delays and cancellations, but many successful 

strikes were accomplished. The O-lBs flew daily 

weather reconnaissance and photo missions, often 

89 
SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

scouting out the route and LZ approaches before the 

ma in force launched ~'. TE a ircraft also flew search 

missions for downed friendly aircraft, . including one 

Air Force C-123 that crashed with the loss of all 24 

persons aboard. 
, 

In spite of the efforts exerted by both U.S. 

forces and the Vietnamese, Viet Cong activity con= 

tinued to rise at a rapid rate as 1964 drew to a 

closeo In the third week of December alone there 

over 200 VC incidents recorded in the I Corps zone, 

an all-time high. These incidents ranged from bat= 

talion sized attacks to simple harassments. Between 

September and the end of the year, the estimated 

number ~f hard-core VC in the I Corps area rose from 

6,000 to 9,000--enough men for 18 battalions. This 

increase was achieved even against a wave of ARVN vic= 

tories, for in November I Corps accounted for 49 percent 

of all Viet Cong killed in RVN. The kill ratio for 

the year 1964 was 3 VC for each ARVN lost; in December 

this ratio was 5:10 Still the numbers of VC increased. 

The input down the Ho Chi Minh trail from North Vietnam 

approached 1,000 men per month at the end of 19640 
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As of 31 December, TE 79.3.3.6 was again redesig­

nated TU 79.3.5 (Marine Unit, Vietnam), as directed by 

CG, AirFMFPac. This had been the original designation 

of the unit from its introduction into Vietnam in 

April 1962 until 6 November 1962. From that time 

until 39 December 1964 the official designation was 

TE 7903o3o6~ Even as the helicopter unit entered 

1965 with a new designation, the new year would see 

a new and vastly expanded Marine Corps role in the 

Republic of Vietnam. 
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CHAPTER IV 

ANALYSIS AND LESSONS LEARNED(l) 

During 1964, in spite of the efforts of TE 79.3.~.6 

and other friendly forces, enemy activity in the I Corps 

zone continued to increase c Within the last three 

months of the year, hard-core Viet Cong strength jumped 

by 50 percent to 9~000~ guerrilla incidents reached a 

record high, and the flow of insurgents down the Ho Cpi 

Minh Trail neared 1,000 men per month. CTE expressed 

the gravity of the situation: "If this input (down tpe 

Ho Chi Minh Train is continued we·will shortly be in 

the third phase of counter insurgency;, i.e., conventional 

land warfare between equal numbered armies o ,,(2) 

(1) Unless otherwise noted, the material in this chapter 

is derived from: CinCPac Command History, 1964; CTE 

79.303.6/CTU 79.305 Command Diaries lNov63-l4Jan64, 

15Apr-9Jul64, 10Ju1-l60ct64, and l70dt64-14Jan65; 

FMFPac OJT Reports, Jan-Dec64; MACV Monthly Evaluations, 

Jan-Dec64; MACV Quarterly Reviews; MACV Lessons 1earned. 

(2) CTU 79.305 Command Diary, 170ct64-14Jan65, po 57. 
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The primary lesson of 1964 was that the Communist 

guerrillas were growing in numbers and in influence 

i over the countryside, particularly in the north where 

TE 79.3.306 operated. 

A second lesson learned in 1964 was the deep 

int~rweaving of the political and military factions 

in RVN. Numerous political coups and upheavals took 

place during the year; the military was involved to 

some degree in all of them; and the instability of th~ 

gov€rnment reflected downward to all command echelons 

in the RVNAFo Commanders were removed from their uni~s 

without warning or apparent justification. Both 

combat effectiveness and morale suffered severely fro~ 

this turmoil, as the morale problem in the VNMB early 

in 1964 illustrated. 

The language marrier, which had plagued both 

ground and air operations from the beginning, still 

caused difficulty in 1964. It limited the effective-

ness of U.S. Marine advisers, as noted frequently in 

~ their reportso Several advisers recommended that mor~ 

thorough language training be used to solve the problem, 

and further advocated that all training to U.S person~el 

be Vietnamese rather than French. 
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A fourth stern lesson brought out during 1964 was 

the fact that the Vietnamese armed forces did not 

measure up to U.S. standards. USMC observers and 

advisers repeatedly commented on serious shortcomings 

in leadership in the RVNAF, especially at the junior 

officer-NCO level. Many ARVN units exhibited a lack 

of confidence in company-grade officers and NCOs, 

poqr discipline, especially while marching, a reluc­

tance to close with the enemy or to operate at night, 

the lack of a functioning staff, the failure to dissemi­

nate intelligence, and weak security, both in the 

field and in camp. Other shortcomings included: 

the autonomous battalion supply system covered in 

Chapter II, which lacked staff supervision and coor­

dination, and poor fire discipline, observed where 

entire companies returned the fire of a single hidden 

sniper, where more than 25 l05mm artillery rounds wer~ 

called in in an attempt to silence one VC rifleman, and 

where a company commander on patrol amused himself by 

shooting at chickens and ducks while his unit searched 

for VC in the rice paddies and hamlets. 

In general, the Vietnamese operated with good equip­

ment during 1964, though they often maintained it poorly. 

The aggressive spirit and discipline needed to fight the 
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Viet Cong and defeat him were often lacking. Some untts, 

however, were far above average in all respects--among 

these were the Vietnamese Marines, the Rangers, and the 

Special Forces • 

Among items of ground equipment, it was found that 

the Army-developed vented canvas boot was superior to 

the Marine combat boot for use in the Vietnamese climate 

and terrain. The canvas boot dried faster, had better 

traction on slippery surfaces, and lasted well. It W9S 

procured for use. A second item of ground equipment that 

needed improvement was the camoufiage uniform. A lig~t~r­

weight, reversible, quick-drying uniform was requeste?, 

tested, and went into use during 1964. 

In aviation equipment, the 300-foot rescue hoist 

required for operations in the dense, towering jungles 

had completed a thorough test program early in 1964. 

It had some limitations--it took 7 minutes to fully 

extend and retract the cable--but CTE found the overall 

performance satisfactory and recommended that one 300-

foot hoist per 5 aircraft be procured and installed. 

This proved to be a sufficient number to handle those 

rescues that could not be reached by the standard 100-

foot hoist. 

In late 1964, the TK-l armament kit, consisting of 
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forward-firing machine guns and rockets actuated by the 

pilot, was tested on the UH-34Do The kit proved valuable 

in several assault landings late in the year, but the 

firepower was gained at the expense of speed and pay­

lo~d. The UH-34 was not a stable platform, also, so 

when Marine UH=lE armed escort helicopters becalIle 

available early in 1965, follo'llled shortly b~/ fixed~wi~g 

jet aircraft, the UH-34 kits were removed and the chopPers 

resumed their transport role. The two M=60 machine guns 

and M-16 used for defensiive fires were retained, however. 

USMC policy throughout had been tha t transport he]. iCop= 

ters operating in combat should have fixed=wing attack 

aircraft in support. 

In tactical flying, the choppers continued to se~k 

safety from ground small arms fire by maintaining 1,500 

feet above the terrain whenever possible. Weather con-

ditions often forced the helicopters lower, but did not 

seem to appreciably increase the number of hits sustained. 

Contour flying was not practiced, primarily because of 

the absence of sophisticated entiaircraft fire and the 

rugged terrain. Small arms fire brought down several 

UH-34s during the year; all but four were repaired and 

flown out safely. The armor plate beneath the oil 
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cooler saved at least one aircraft from probable engine 

failure by stopping an enemy round. In another incident, 

i aO 050 caliber round glanced off the armor and smashed the 

• oil cooler, bringing the helicopter down • 

The O-lB observation aircraft remained invaluabl, 

fo~ reconnaissance in 1964. These two-place craft were 

launched in advance of each helicopter mission to report 

weather conditions along approach and retirement lane~. 

They also scouted alternate landing zones and routes 

du~ing rapidly changing or marginal weather. In addi-

tion, they were used for airborne radio relay, as tac­

tical air controller aircraft, for position orientation by 

friendly ground patrols, en~ 8S landine zone markers. 0 

O-lB photography, combined with the helicopter flight 

commander's visual reconnaissance when practicable, was 

the primary method of selecting landing zones in 1964. 

Selection of zones by ground commanders was tried, but 

unsuitable areas were often selected. Principal defi-

ciencies were: obstacles in the approach and retirement 

• lanes, insufficient size, excessive slope, and poor 

defensibili~y. Visual scouting by the flight leader 

was always desirable, but sometimes had to be weighed 

against the chance of compromise. Photo coverage of 

the zones was always extremely valuableo 
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Operations during 1964 emphasized the fact that 

the buildup of troops in the LZ must be rapid for 

maximum effectiveness. Zor.es that would accommodate 

at least three and preferably six helicopters at once 

were chosen when availableo Minimum time on the ground 

by each wave was stressed, speeding the buildup of mep 

and supplies on the ground while at the same time 

cutting down on the reaction time of the enemy (the 

time in which he can bring fire to bear on aircraft 

on the ground). 

It was proven once again in 1964 that pre-strike 

preparation of the landing zones by air, or some other 

effective means (artillery was not used in support of 

USMC helicopter assaults in 1964, nor was naval gunfire) 

was mandatory in areas of strong enemy resistance. Air 

cover was effective in suppressing enemy activity when 

properly utilized and coordinated. CTE still desired 

USMC pilots to fly his close air support. 

The armed helicopter was especially valuable 

during the finel approach phase of the assault becaus~ 

of its compatible speed and maneuverability. The UH-IB 

was limited in that it possessed comparatively light 

weapons (7062mm machine guns, 2.75-inch rockets), 
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co~ld carry only a limited supply of ammunition~ and 

had less endurance than the UH-34o still, the Huey 

was generally effective in suppressing fire both in 

the LZ an« along approach and retirement routes • 

The fixed-wing A-IEs, T-28s, and B-26s were 

pa~ticularly effective in pre-strike preparations, 

due in part to their ability to carry heavier and 

move diversified ordnance in greater quantity--these 

weapons were suitable for destruction and neutraliza-

tion as well as suppression. Where the terrain per-

mitted, napalm was especially effective. 

At the end of 1964, the USMC men and equipment 

in RVN were doing their job and doing it well, but 

they still faced an uphill fight against a cunning and 

resourceful enemy that used every advantage to its 

fullest. 
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G-4 Bucktag comment on Routing Sheet 003C12564 dtd 13 May 1964 

Subj: United States Marine Corps Activities in South Vietnam, 
1954-1963; Proposed History of 

1. In accordance with the request contained in reference (a), 
the draft of the subject proposed historical study has been 
reviewed and the following comments are submitted: 

\f a. Page 1:14. "Figure I-I" should read "Figure 1-2." 

b. Page IV:l. "Figure IV-IA" is cited on line 5. Exam­
ination of the figures at the rear of this chapter reveal that 
"Figure IV-lA" is not labeled. It is believed that this figure 
is the figure immediately above Figure IV-lB. 

\c. Page IV:17. "Figure IV-I" should read "Figure IV-IB.1t 

d. Page IV:IB. The citing of Figure IV-B and IV-7 in the 
footnotes at the bottom of this page are incorrect. This 
Division was unable to ascertain which of the specific figures 
co~t~ned in Chapter n we~ being referred to. 
w I~I a~r WI 0vtJ sttf 

~e. 19ure lV-rA. In e body of the study, no reference is 
made to this figure. Since the figure is considered to be of 
importance, it should be referred to in the body of the study. 

'\:,2. It is to be noted that throughout the study, continual 
reference is made to DANANG. Inspection of the map contained 
in Figure 1-3 reveals that DANANG is not shown while the city 
of TOURANE is. For the uninitiated reader who is using the 
document, and who is unaware of the fact that TOURANE and 
DANANG are the same, difficulty would be encountered in 
attempting to locate DANANG. It is recommended that the 
place name of DANANG be entered on themap at Figure 1-3 by 
inserting the_n,n~me,,~ elow TOURANE/fnp~:hesis. 

W I }/:W\~d,0 ~~ YltV\WLi ivt r:~' ~ 
I __ .Y.. sr.~,r,-!(J, 0 l' 1It-,,-,/, )'<Jh' ;11//1/'-' - 11 AIL 

. \, '/ ~,/,. j .. ~"- "/Iv IV 'IT,,, ~\'/WI4::"~ 
'V /I~:U . /' D. W. SHERMAN 
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OPTIONAL fORM NO. lQ e· .. 
S010-104t 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO Historical DATE: 1.2 May 

FROM G-2 

SUBJECT: Comment on US]\[; Acti vi ties in South Vietnam 

1. An interesting and useful document. 

2~ I suggest, in line with Washington custom, that it 

would make the publication of more use to the busy 

staff officer or Defense Department official if there 

were a very short chapter at the front which summarized 

in a few words the principal involvements and achieve­

ments of the ~rine Corps in this area. Such a pm~~ter 

would serve the Marine Corps well in that it would have 

more chance of being read than a tom~~~ ~ize. 

RANDOlPlFc" ~LEY, JR. 
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A03H COMMENT 

Subj: USMC activities in SVN7 1954-1963. 

A03H1-dnw 

~ G fAAV" 

1. Subject document has been reviewed and the following minor 
comm ents are submitted: 

V a. Page N: 57, next to la.st line on pa.ge - change counter­
insurgency back to guerrilla. 

Reason: Counterinsurgency cannot be used interchangeably 
with guerrilla (JCS Pub 1). The HUS helicopters were fulfilling 
guerrilla warfare conditions rather than the full spectrum of 
counterinsurgency. 

V b. Page V: 397 4th line - word relieved is misspelled. 

2. This document appears to be an interesting well written history. 
o , I 

, ';'- l-
f • '1f; ",{"c:::;t·I/,t 

,-', ) ; ,:" ti..!'Y ,5 In 
1',,;fJJ I/V'Q ~---"" 
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15 Hay 1964 

For: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D )(Attn: Hajor YIIDLIID) 
From: Commarrling Officer, Cornpan,y "Fti, Headquarters Battalion, HQMC 

Subj: Tic Increase, Marine Security Guard, American Embassy, Saigon, 
Vietnam 

1. Be advised that the T/O of the subject Detachment has been increased 
from t~'lenty (20) to t~.J'enby-two (22) lI1arines as authorized by Personnel 
Allocation Change [252-64 of 22 April 1964 to T 10 {,'5152 of 17 August 1962. . -==~.~~~ 

f! f!"k;;f i<£/fWJ){£.- '~~-
a:.-;;~R 
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OFFICE or tlHE SFJ~IOR M.ARlNE ADVISOR 

NAVY ADVISORY GROUP. MACV~ 
r /!PO 11143, SAri FRftJiCISCO, CJ\.UFum:lA 

\ 

Senior I>1nrine Advisor 

v~CN:jmc 
1000 
4. June 1964 

Canmandant of the Y~l".e Corps (Code AO;'D). Hea<lquartcrs, U. S. 
Marine Corps, \;asldngton. D. C. 

I!equecrL for Cor-;.Jj01J,iS on drI,l,ft t4'lt.usoript, IIU. S. Marine Corps 
Activities in South Vietru:u:.~ 1954 - 19631t 

(a)H~' ~tl" RClhjl1G 1000 of 27 Hay 1964 

1. J\e1'erenoe (a.) i"'UlT.ished ineot;plete and erroneous inforl'l'2.tion. It 
is rCq'.:tcsted tl1:.~t re!'Ol;'er.ce (a) 'be destroyed nnd the 1ni'on:J<'1.tion subnitted 
herein 'be substituted tho1"0£o1". 

a.. A reoron-;;too.tion or the Vietlll-.:Jn.esO f.1arine Brigade has hcc.m 
a.pproved bs COUUSl-1Jl.CV and the VietlUllIiese Joint General staff. '.Chis 
re~c~ization provides for a reduotion in the authorized stroBf,tl1 of 
the infantr<J butt..'1lion from 1119 to 9.31 and the a.ddition of a :fHt.h 
infalltl"J battrrJion; a. reduction in the artill~· battalion of one 75D: 
pack hOHit~er battm;y (8 hO'h1.:tzGl"s); the addition of t'WO field task 
fox'eEl headqu<!rters ($ officer, 12 allisted each); the establlslll:lC:nt of 
a 300 r:.u:n pipeline; and other 1::i1101" refinewnts. Aut.hori~ed strcuLth 
or 'Lha 13rii:t1.de ir.rlrca,::;cd from 6109 to 6555 (446). 

1;. lteccr!",cl:dn:!.ions for ch~[,e to the Joint Table of tJistributicn 
lkwc '''Den ap))roved and i'orwardro by aC)m;Sl'~~CV. 'Xhcsc l:'Elcor:ncnd.:1.t.ions 
provid.e for nl'l. Assistru.:t Senior ]I,urine Advisor to provide uuviso:r:r 

support to ti.;O task forces; a capte.in advisor for the fifth infm:tI:; 
batttilion; a,ul tr..rec additiopru Gunnery sert;Cllhts to provide five 
Assistc.nt Infnntry 13a.t:to,Jion Advisors. . « 

DECLASSIFIED 
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SECRE'l: NOFORN 

DECLASSIFIED 

OFl<"'Icr OF 'J:~lF' SFLIGR y;.r~IlJ ADVl::3t)l\ 
I, l\. VY AIJVISORY C1:0UP, }!iACV> 

A1-'O /1143, SAN FRALCISCO, CAlIHmJ:UA 

FrOl'll: Senior l·lc\l':U:C JV.;l..'Visor 

RCD:jl'lC 
lcoe 
Z7 May 1964 

'ios Gox·r:'<u.d..::..tlt 01' tLe 1·1.:-u-ine Corps (Code AOJD)) Headc~uarters, U. G. 
~,rU-~.lIC \Jorps, I;ashincton, v. C. 

;3ul;:'~ l~En.upSIi for COl."..i;e~."H O!~ I±:'r"f't. 1:.:1rJJncript, ltU. S. 1::s.rine Corps 
Aci.iv'i.tiel: in f)(JUv~: Vi.e'LLUl':;, 1954- - l{~:(G" 

I,nc1: (1) Subject l""U:sc:r'ipt 

1. 1nc1osure (1) '!:c1t> LI.~Cl; r~vi(;~'ied t;;· tl;is office and the fcllmd.rlL 
Lf;" info:u:-:d.ticn 1::.1ich is deemed fJiZFt:::icaL'l ... to '\..110 Btuc.ij~ is su1;r;-it. t\~c: 

a. l:it1; the cor:soJidat.ion of 1;ACV "lJli HAAl~, iJnpln.enLed on 1.5 :Hay 
Itj6i;, hn, l:O'V yet. approved by JOG, aT: additiona.l billet of Assistt!nt 
Sed.ol' .\\l'iL"~ Adviser (l:a!:or OJO~) lir,~> beer. rccor-Jr~lc.i.()d.·ihis cl1<:,;.nr:e 
\;41 :i:d.ic:ve 'l"rle Art.illery il.dv:1.so:,,' (L.<or 0$02.) of bis pl'flSC7tlt double 
Utli..;; <),3 hssL ~anti Sellior l~c:rir:.c itClv:isol" a!.d Art.ille!7' !Ki..,1.sor. 

b. Al,. prese:r"t., there is a proposecl orl:;a1'1ization of t.he Vici"r::i.l .'nc 
.~i.l'll:i.; -il"'ir:ade l.U1der co:rlsiderat..ion in Wl-d.(l!:. 11 5th Id'antry IattC\.1ioll 
• ill be added. '~he a~tionf'.l persor.J1el l'or the 5th Infrmtry Battalion 
",ill be oLtaill~d by t1 judicious prt:.,d,l:;:: of tl:..e erd.ire rrmamt Eri[p.de 
strr..c1,;ure m,d an incren.se of only 123 !fu,ri:nes to the overall EriSB.de 
~treq::th. 

R. C. DA:·;,/·r 
AC~'1l1E Senior H~riI1e AdvisC'r 

,'. ~, 
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• 
m~ADQ UART'.8RS 

T 1 "11 t 7' 3 - ~ n3,': . .J emen j •• • j. ',1 

U~Jrine A:1,rcr0,ft Grou":) If) 
i;b.ri"1e Aircr~.ft hTi."C:, AiI'cr:oft, IT'P, Pacifie 
Fleet Post Or~i~c, 3R~ ~r~~cisco, C~I1:orLia 

Fro:u : C:).~!::.ander 
To : GO;:~~1:~Cc:~ 

Subj: 

(1) ;3'1.bje,."t ]/:','-,,"',1<,',"';' .'~,',,' .I()', CO·",· no "1-'" - , .:: ,Y",,'·· ~~. 

11''''''f: 

1. I'l cOi'-;j]i0:r C0 \·li th r 2::':':':?f.mce (nJ, cnclosur e CO is retl1rned 
;.'J. :;' ;';'J: ·'cn rcrtinerj't S' " . ".;:,: OYler:'. tioYlS ,- t DaNnl';'; [I,S t 'lis is 
t·" ,1 I' oi'r e"",-;- f-':>cH ca1 ""-'e"" !,·r "lyc'c,."r ,,"""""'OI't "C"",1'-''Y'cd 'IYV" +'-r', ~. ..... .J._ Iwo..t .. '..J l.JlA,;.1_ _ (.,.L ~." >"..... ~""'~ J ,-"'.', U ".) ..... "'.. .. I.L.~ .. _>J,.,-,_ .#,1 J \." 

",lr'mc'Y' t It i" 'j (~,:t,',,:l ,., ':"t, "r r> .'1"''':; "I+- 'h, 0' .L.Y1e d-i s+-r' J' b ' J ".,; ""n .. " ~.d, J..... • ;:::) .... -....., ,_" •. , L.,.1. fl..· "'-.-1 ...... '-"' .. iJ _". '-: G, ..1-._ I,J ~'_' ,_\..J~~'..,~ __ 

J:i~:t, t!il.t.ncrsOnS~)2~· :1,::::,. <tel',- ::.!-:-o,tIadgeable Dr cDnd: .. t;to~i.S 
'~;J:~ :, ':~~;st('d in ut' C:~L' :-~:,"",.~ ~1~1:~ )'"01:'0 ')pproprln,tely Co!'.'cn'~ 
~J • ~~.,ccc~ ~ ... 

2. r-t, s rF)C01"'J~lPr.rJ.c:l1.c··~ t;~,n~'rl'JQ;:T-i', e ilrlp:es to ~=h(" (lr~,:':'t 
2~'i-- '"'.::.S8.J_":-i ,~~. t 1)(: IJ1COr !);~i.!o,:~~tf~~l. t 

"l'Lo osphaJ-t. 1:-"~.t.T"'~' :'G thC't. 1;::'(' l1::lS 7,8'72 i',,'t~';: 
In) 1."[::t ':lide aad D J\1',:":"11 C ," ly ty':'e aircraft. H:'.cn 

'.:~s ;"'1I'e co:.:plete(l :"'hO'l1t 31 ,hJy 1,6)+, tltf' rll.,"T1).V 17i II 

lon~ "YlJ 
:Jrl"l)l','OVe­

'1iJ,:":00 
r:\C':,~ 1:)')[; ,--::d 175 f-::,ct . ,., ,-.::1.th l-,oeJ.;"s' 3 :{;~rl' 1';;:""-

"on t':8 :l~"r2";f:7d". 
!·~(~r-~ ::c C~:~!:1 ~;:~.:tC1.·L -r:10.S 
cdrfj.eId .. 

words "mo!'1? ttlO:'"l [;'\':iC0 'i 

:'ct s'1m~:er ::~,J':; 1'!C$ the' 
;'\ C:,j~~iD of :';):-)~) rI~,r't~t~,:_cs. 

Lcl. PC:'?8 '1-77, li.:'.c ]);.; to '::l::lrtr~:r :-,ct'~ul 8~;8.t:i.St"::;.:::~~ ehnY}P:e 
D:~. ce t.o rcad= 

DECLASSIFIED 
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3.. I1Cl'::xi.ssion is T'equc;st.·,. to keep copy l111mber 1~~ of the draft 
mailj.lscrJpt ;~s being a 1:i2."~ c:;: of con~iderable interest and a 
re",dy s:)'~rCG of much pC'I·t::i.112nt ini'OI1Tt8.tion conccrnj.nr: the first 
t~;o yc .. )}~;-; of the SlnTFLY ]:~)eJ:":tion. 

r,0})~~ to: 
GG 1st HAW (lo::;s e11c1.(l» 
CO NAG-16 (less encl.(l)) 

-2-
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I, " • .. 

_TEO STATES MARINE CORPS ".,N~ ::L~_cf~..!:l._Copi~, 

. -'.;. 
"-'- .... 

HEAOQUA:;TERS 
1 :-::-:0 ~j"\il:~!E O!VISION (REINFORCi:.O). FLEET MARINI'; FORCE 

C/O FLEET POS' O::-FICE • SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 

,:OJ:r:l'D.i,J..,l,~, "eneral 
·~C'J.J; ... c~~"~'\L.r:::S ot the l·lf ... ri.::e :",::);:~ .'s· 

:-'J' .. Le~~s on , raft ~ ["1lllGC~;t:~Ii.i, 
~/~.~Gl:. .. ( :.f.t,:l:-ll<.Jo, 1954 .... ].:~:·~·,"·V~ 

• ,'rin€! ";orps 'ctiv.ttios i::c 

'. ;,,~'~;l~;,~L;t;. t.:2 i;lstructioilS CrL:.l;·', :ai :1 .'~'e.:,:', '::~e :':ce (a), tt c ,+,ollo1d ;,: 
.. :0.: ~,~t~~u:~£;, .J.,.~, r£.~c~·;?"Jl1erL.'at.iOi1=' ,~:[?, :_~ ;,.;. ~;i)'t1tel1.ts 0::" .c,;;closure (:t~: ~e spJ:)­

j.~(·.·e~ : 

, . 
."Pi I ..... 
\~I ...:!~~. .Lor '6 

"t"'.lJ ~:.:\_.i~:r~· :.': l.i..D; ~eu3rs nor1.t.:~ j:1'~ ~:!1. 

,1':; \)sen C r)Estruct.p.t1 t,t ;'i(n l'Ct;l,. 
" :,8 .f'j.eJ/ 'Ji, ;.8 O'rlErc8.tiona1 in 

~,:.,-~' ',";!" ~9;::). 

(:!) ':':(!O~'lI;~"u(;atiOll. 'V:1,/'6 ;.8;,,:.::t,op,{' t' e ~ie1'l ,:'011 a.~!'fieJ(' 
.~,...::, '0~:oee ,:,-~s,:ated for j~(~~~< >~e Cilter\!'t2 .. on.s. 

" . 
(1., i.S0:lt. Viet;v: ::us :';:'U"';)""1.c:le.:i urgn.n.iz,at,5.on lv S c';',':nr!e(' 

r:l"'i~12 :~.tccent :'.rec~rB cd~ ':~i~::~ rl"'~/ .t·].~·.\J_~.r G0nti't4: H3 ~I~O a so. 

('~i 
.. H 

_'''~ C1')r:Ii,~.en~~' J;t,io~. 

o:.~tl:. ~.f~_etnt:l..T ~ .. J 
:.,~{tl'.'_C;;:'S 

··: •. ',:}'ri.:lCi-.:l 

c"rr:.",te G :~cond SC:-:Ct'!:,ce of t ',e 'oc-rar'r<;?');, 
'~r-:,:"d~,c:' .into f'()l~a t~l 'W 40 nr9Y~' '" ,,~ [Cn r1 

, ],:' ",,8 [!~~d ;'l-::Jets <'1;:-1.11:'6 1- (e-
~leo 

(1,) ..i.~~. j~l>e 0~(>J,!1c1 se.i·t~, Cc 

l'J~ .~·;c~.· ·.,'~L'C 11; L,il.Lei.,c .~.~ 1 :'I~:.r; ... ";,":','tj .• :--:e 
~:~L" ·~·>-i5 l,~:,;',~rr~('i'!" :tn -ica;tiee. 
':.~soJ:':· :i::i.si.:m ~h-I Jqr)2 It 

co'X·~·ec t) ~':! !JilS J)~. 

IU, . 
,.1) 

DOWNGRADED AT 3--YEAR IH1~ERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED AF'l'ER 12 YEARS 

DOD DIR 5200.10 
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. \\ .... 8ICRM .. 
" . ."" ~ . 

.. 
,~ 

e.' ;. 1I1. ~,..ol1d parAgraph 

.' . (l)g_~ The u.s.~q in.3n •• -. ~.~lud" All. attache otfiM.. ',. . .. ' ." , .. '. " • ,":' 
~. "' '",'-"', ... ,I , .. ..... ~ . . ":' ...... ~ .. ~-,1~.;,~ . ....,. --.:)-.'~ '.~'" ". ' (2}. fle __ .tlon. In t.M ~.Q!>td. sent.net. .~--1 •• ' aub.U.'ut.. "wal'. ,.' '. .'. 
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I.··. 

- ,.:., ... 

. . 

,nCur 
'. - ~. ~: , .;:,:." '. . 

,ilif." .' ·r;. '~< ~, -:";~" '.:.' ~ _ _ ~ /. '. .. >:~ 'I~~:·;::t; . 
. ~. (;a1oDel·.,. r.~"CUIY 05650/9907 .. . ' ~<,;<f:~; ,.... .' '~"',." ... : ... ' ... '.:' ..•. :'.~.I&., ' .... -·.:to:c..."...,~~-t:tie Marine Cot:',. (COde' "";~J.:, ' "': 

:. "~jt ··~ntW~·draft lUD.Uaeript, "0 . . s~ .~':'c.~ •. , 
-~ , "kti91dW 1n South V1etnaa. 19S4:-1963" , .' 

;. 
" 

" "< ·Del 
. ~ ) 

. "'''-J.:'; 

,'.-:. 
-.,.;" 

" _>,~r 't.: 
1. ~ .• , 

.';.', 
• :,:~. • "J-" 

'. ' 

." ... 

. " ," 

.;. ,;'.c.~-

~f' 

-. 
. ,J,. ;~ 

'. ·;;P'~ 

:: .... ':~'<il;iJ;;,~""'- .,. 
," .. ' -,' '." ,.. .,;c ....... . 
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e • MARINE AIR RES~RVE TRAINING DETACHM~ 
MarineAu .Re,serve 1 raining Command , 

u~i. :Naval Air Station 
. _.' lwin Cities ., 
M'inneapolls, Mjll~ota 55450',,,.,,. 

SECRET ,A" 

Fro.:. a.ute .... t CeloMl Arobl • .1. CLAPP, O'l!l101/1"5, D. ' •. lfar1M eo". 
- To. ~ 01 the JI.Irbe Corpe (Cede .0)1), ~r'J' .v. ,~ 

MtU1.. c.rpa, w..h1naton. :D. C. 20)80 , 

Subjl ea..nt. on 4raft umdIc1"1pt. "D. s. Jlt.ft .. 00.,. AcUnU. •• la' _ 
South Vl .... 19~196,..;t·~} 

Ret, Ca> CKe ltr AOJD-j.b O'ftl' OO'C12~ of 1~' 

Incl a: (1) kbject aanulerlpt -, .~" 
"::':: 
-~, . 

1. Rtt.rence <a) Nqu.eated coa.nt. on enoloeuN CO bT 2,...,. !964. , 
!ee-uae ot faulty Mil di.tr1bltion aboard thl. ba ... the ...... 1'81 .... 4141 
not l"IIOIive .Ilolon.re (1) untll W. clate. - , 

~InOlolUft (1) baa been rn1fted and ao dt'flaUOa fro. the tacta •• 1 
know t~ weN detected. In tact, I toUDCI it '"17 b: ... ,. •• ti,. Jread,1ft,., 
_11 orpnlHCl and ap~ vr1 tten.: ' , 

,.> 'ftl1. letter 1. (feclua1f1e<l upon ,....,.&1 of .DOlo..,. (1) .. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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~. 207/JEH/hfd 
OO)A14064 
19)1ay64 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on OM(] Itr A03D-jeb, 003C12564 dtd 12May64 

Frca: LtCol Clifford J. ROBICHAUD, Jr., 014729, USMC 
To: Commandant. ~f the Marine Corps (Code A03D) .. 

Subj: Comments on. draft manuscript, "U.S. Marine Corps 
Acti vities1.n South Vietnam, 1954-1963" 

1. Returned. 

2. The undersigned is being detached from his present station 
and will be enroute to FMFPAC during the period requested for 
review and thus will not be able to submit timely comment. as 
requested. 

CLIFFORD J. ROBICHAUD, JR. 

SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 
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~: . '. 

'" 
SECRET'i.' 

,,:"'-

.. ~-.:." 

.Prom: ColDnel _*. .'. . .. Ql1684/99IIT v8Itc 
To: Commandaft~,:.:· .'.,:.he Mtu-~'~/.(~ A03J» 

. ~;::::~ .,.~ '-, '-~ .... .." -~~.~ , <:. :~";-

,Su,bjt COlDlJents •. c..tt ~U80r1pt. "u.a.Jilai1ne Corps 
Aot1v1t~. II\.South Vietnam .. 1954-1961;, 

.J.~.~~: .,' 
(a) . QtICt'c,fir"'A03I)-jo:;., 003012564 undat_,; with 

·.~,.ct manuscrip:'; tlrlcloa~4 " 
Ket. 

- ~_;;'J:" 

m ~;;P~i.RLR'1Ull~lI63 u ... nJ~ 
1. P!n(Jl()8~,,\ttJ 1s ret.urno:;~ and enclGsUX"c (2)~.: t9r -
".rdedtor .iJ\linitat1011 in ':;i:~ event you 4.s~e to'." 
c~l:·l»rat. __ i<ot the obsel"v:::tiQns conta1ned.1n it" 
hava not incUoU,ded my lette1" or the sUIIIIll&l"J otopeft.t1qna 
1n Soc 'rrang since you already have aco......~t 8.. evi..;. 
dencodin your manu.scl'ip~ draft. .: ": .'. . .' 

2. I think the overall tl'oe..tment of the "~""'t 1nt~~:i; .. 
draft manuscript is well done ~ I will ~ .,' c.-ents 
to spec1f1c areas or participation I.. requeilt~ 1J1 re.ference 
(a). ': ".",. 

, ' ",<'~~' 

3. In response to the ~que!"3t oontained itt'retetfMiee (a), 
the follOliing comtr.'1ntn are submitted: 

'4. Comment, page IV 35 

a. On line 2 after, 11S0 white was uae4;' the elgniJ 
t1cant tact 1s white smoke \lIeF used to mark'tr1endly 
troop pick up Sites. 

:;:,: 

b. As an anecdote; the flight leader' .. .,. .. It and 
my a1rc:ttatt was the f1rst squadron aireratt to be hit by 
.n~ ground fire since arriving tl"Ont the· $tatd. ·The 
bullet entered above the cabin door and a8V'ere4,1't"rud4er 
oontrol cable to the tail rot()r and punot\n''''d the'iIe.1tl 
rotor transmission. The resultant 10S8 otoil r-equired 

COpy NO. ot OFdcOPIES 
~ e:.JJ /I) , , " 
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, ,", 

5 • COIIII1en t , pace If: 45. 
··''it:' 

a. The last ~aph ~!rt;er: liThe fla.t flooded, 
featureless t&rra1nft add;l \";:Hh 1ts network ;r. lntell''\foven 
canals etc. Thl.a 8_ the main reason tot' ~'.p1der web 
oomment that you quote. 

6. CODtDlent, pag-XV, 46. 

a. COnoern1ng the first paragraph. Usuel1y th6-" 
landing zone tuld. to be 14ent :tfied before :.;;h0 first 'f 
level run tn, to a8Sut'$ 14ndil".g 1n the proper zon~. 

,-~, ~ :~. ;-'~' "'" . .;. 

. b. Paragraph. 2.-rne',,~e.~1reeto~~ pel~ solve 
the problem. 

1. C<DIlent;l page IV: 48. 

a. In seoond paragraph;! line 8. '!'benight ·(,tout.'. 
nonnalq on17 be ~emP2ra.r1.l.l aborted. lOt the m1~lion 
ago~ted. . 

8. Cornmen t I page IV: 52 ~ 

a. More on downed aj.rcl'att procedures in~ph 
20 of enclosure (2). 

9. Comment, page IVt 52. 

a • It" you use tq Cham0i,s and stick stor.Y ~ change . 
the last sentenceto.li'e&.d,1Aga1n a chamois on Ii stick eto." 

10. COJIIrlent, page IV: 55. 

a. The t'1rat paragraph, the significant teatl.ll'e is 
the aircraft ",.rre able to ta=~l to the ~tuel1nS bags ~ re­
tuel with ens1ne. ~ and 1Iaed1ateq t"tlXl awfq' &8 
soon 88 ref'ueled. without restarting eng1neS~ tte .... .JJ.Dc. 

,2 
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• -'::~~ , 

RLR:Jad . 
23 _196_· 

'.,,-, 

rotors etc., to make ~. _' ............... heUoopters. 

11. CO&1mlent ~~. IV: ~Y ',' . 
a. add1t10J\&l o~nt$ on the Aft-IS AnnaUte 1n 

paragrapb 19 to e.loruro (2) .. 

';J. Concel'n!ng the M-60 ~ gun. ",eEl.aed"'·· :" 
oreuit to the squa4rOn enlist"· personnel trxr de_."' 
and i'o.bl"l9A1t'jt>i6 tht ra.o.pnt1n&"~t in the :f'1eld~' " .. 

. '~'. ·,,~~;r 
12 •• COIUIlent page-IVl 58.. ';" 4,.'" ' .. 

a. In tb'st senteDCe ar~,er"when flown b7 qualifi" 
pilots". - pleaBel_v. no doubt here tbat'All Mar1ne " 
helJ.copter puots'..r. q .. l1fied and cu~t An . 
tlylng. It IVJ¥' .r&Qt;~ to mention inat1l'Uli12nt 
the J)anang ~a. I", it l1ghtlJ,' 1n 21.' ' .. 
enclosure (a). . ,;," ,> 

~ -. ¥.-;,;,' ~ -~: 

13. Conll11ent, pq~ IV: •. !(' 

" " . ''', }, 

a.. After- . t'1rot$el1tenc.e sa· lAst para~_'::1pb.. 1\1 though, '.. 'It· 
the III COrps oo.ancler was a~e1ve 0\1',,1" a new statre .... \;. 
squadron replAct.!D&t)ae proVE;;U HMR 362, he soonl'eCOSD1:i .... :. 
that the new .. uact .. (HMft 163) could ~ the load •. ,,>iY '" , 

Br·:t:S!1<i1er General ~ Van NO~rt.F:~t again ma4e a~;_scma1' • 
to G·3nerel HARK_ to retain the MP1ne SCluadrdn .tn his , 
OOl'tpS area d~··.a tleld bl'ieflng in ca.J~~. !tie ...,ve l'laa . '. ' .. :~ 
delayed aga1D ',,'the elate i"1nal17 aett1ed on We.ada.}' "~". 
15 Se»t~r. ,'. . ~".' ~.~' 
14., COISlen t, ". ry:: 65.' ,1ft' ' . 

a. An elaboR\S..; _on t;hc last par~aph 1$ conta1Al4l ... ,.·. 
in paragraphs 4 t~ 7 of enclosure (2). ' , ';r. 
It>'! Coaaent, page IVl~. ' ",: .' <,ii' 

a ... · In the laat. pEU'agl'.:lj;>!1 after looatIon; and _ monsoon 
seaGan they had JWlt left on the Delta WU about '- commenot 

:. th::::: P1gure Iv-26 .ftJ~ 
a" Figure (b) d1agranls U typ1cal form.:tU,... I used " 

ft tJ&81c element ot three air'cl"aft for f'o~n monthfl 1n":c,,,:' 
the far kst. I know other squadrons alao advoeat. 1t."r~' 

3 
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18. Comment, ,...~.. 33. 

a.. Para~ 12:.:hrough 14 ot 'enqloaUl'e (2) 
elaborate on tM~UE(, ':;f' air suppogt ~nd u:t111eZ7 tire ';:},~~:. 

19. COIIIDlent;p.ge V: 34. 

a. :$eepars.grapll ~~5 to enclosure (2) t.or adcl1~ 
camnente OIl' •• lect:tor [lnd ~conna1saooe of . landing ... ~ 

l~' ;,." 

20 C ·....:-.· 'Y. -,q 
11 ~_ .. , . page ". .J>. 

a. You have roco!'ded on 19 Januat'r tl'r,t:'l1rat 
obstacles were enoountel.led. We 1"1Ul into tbNe fA, 
October 1962 and I make reference to '\.:hem.tn ~pb' 
23 to ~nclosure (2). . ..., 

21. I hOpe my aommentD will be of ~ va.l.l» in 
elaborating on certain areas. I furthaJ-bope· tbe 
oompleted study gets ':'0 the field, ill put1oUlaJ:l to 
helicopte:r e;rr".lps [,;1£(';; are oont1nu~ to grow a:ml train 
so many new Pt~80nnel. 
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOl'TER S~UADRON l~ 

USS PRINCETON (LPH-5) 
Fleet Post Offic~, Son francisco, California 

~ 

001 : lU..R: rml 
\S" F€. b ,q ,; 

NOT RELE.AS.WLE TO FORE! GN N.' ... TIONS 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, l.:t:.rine ~Urcraft Group 16, lat Ma.rine 

Aircraft Wing, A..irFtiFPac, c/o FPO, Sun Francisco, California 

Subj: Sumr:lI~ry of Hl\ful-l63 Operations during period, ISSep62 to llJanS3 

Encl: (1) Captured document on Helicopter capabilities and limitations 
{2~ Helicopter Rescue Plnn 

1. This letter is n follow up to my first letter on operations in Soc 
Trang and is intended to apprise Marine Helicopter squndrons, nnd in 
particular helicopter squadrons scheduled for deployment overseas, 
of our operations in South Vietnam. It appears to be a long struggle 
in SVN ond I expect we will be represented on the scene for quite some 
time. Consequently, I hcve attempted to portray some of the highlights 
of our operations during the last four months in Danang. Some ex-Senior 
and Junior !:L:.hool students Day reI.lember Do.nang by its other name, 
Touraine. 

2. By certain stnndardo I ex~ect ~e are now supposed to be experts. 
However, this is far from the fact. ~e still h~ve a lot to learn ~nd 
must be constantly alert and continually modify our tactics to keep the 
VC of balance. We Qust also be prepared to cope with a.ny increased 
anti-helicopter ca.pa.bility they mny develope or Ilottempt to introduce. 

3. Our dep~rture froc Soc Tra.ng was dela.yed by two weeks at the request 
of the III Corps Cocmander. This was due to a. three phase offensive 
opera~ion that was being conducted at the tice. 

~e dep~rted Soc Trang on 16 Septecber with twelve a.ircraft londed 
~ith"~pgineering personnel Qnd equipccnt. Our plan required us to be 

i&llllediately operational upon lilnding a.t Dcnang. We ha.d sent a. forward 
echelon up the day before. 

be flight up took n little over seven hourD, with three scheduled 
r ueling stops. ":Ie a.rrived in Do.nang during Q, lull in a tropicllol atom 
th~t had been centered off 1}-..l.no.ng for two do.ys. There WOos atill 0. 

steo.dy downpour us we were greeted by our thoroughly drenched forward 
echelon. ·'.fe learned the storcs ha.d been rather severe during the day 
nnd that portions of buildings had been torn ofi due to high winds. 
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Jj~i l·,c~o;ft 'ue~{f:' *,.ch!l~~·t.~~~_.. ~'re~:t.a·'~€il.y t~:~-1,e ih·tj)!'IaJ ... ~d !by ~'~Jr: '~:l)~;Y~~.:,Yi.~ ,~,t 17 
"'1"F' :tGnl~ /f)C'Y' f:i.f'~·~.J ~.fr3 ~le,lrJe ~ombo-,~ ~\'t!l~TIlt'Jl7'~C~ ~]~,~~,1~~) ~.';;- .:{.~, ;i):t 

:.1"2 ~r.re1"? ~e)~corn~1~ }·]I· t,J~J~ "'tlC 1'i'j~ i1T' !]»11~ r!.i\~"'C)~""f).f"~· t!lt.~) :t!'{L 

3..) :~ \'/:~~!!l. &-l,:cJ;re yO'Ll. '~~k·'\3 dB~t.D'j,,:·! £ vf (o'·U.'C t~nya.·~kir.~ o..l\!t,~: :-'e:,]e~~I'l.~ll9:t:'-:~1:1";:' 

!?~-·~Yc:-~li,c"Q~ -~G·';"~h "t"~T('-c n'i;.tJerOi~,S :.1nQj~ 5'rr-'nst.rr:),·l,;\ng(l L~~, ~e Sf.t:t ~~';'!J"~ "~J.1;}>1G 

l~;c~"r;"lp:l "\\(({~'f't<:;~ ~\ 'boY!3 00)\1.<]. i:ri:~ GV".:, rlid. !), iC",o,gifici«)n'~' job ::,~C, ';;T)(e::1;:"d'''~ 

"\~i'o1fl ·;··\T"'~vr(l.y I?,V.'~_ t,dm. Xe,y,!('f> c.gc ;:j<8' ·'ry'o:u.deJ:'ed who. i,. ~"'€ d1idl hi?' f-o l~''-; y,l"$ 
~O';l~~(':,,", "Wi!: I ·ffOi(f'j~~·i" tl'1..0 P.Utl-2"J:7· t!'1,i'! GV Q,iitcJI':~if'~" ~T,~Yt v-:.·,h:hlg '"(,(, 

~)~'''f1~1. ~rv,e l.·v~··)'sr'Srl ~~. GtT frnr~ S(i}C 7rr::"D.l')g·~; :~ .. t; e]:udling ~t~J3S.~,~ 6 ':i fW!l,b~-.:~'J!nu~ ~ ~ 

r:;I"1'{~~ g~:!)) .. t" 

9{" .~~!(~~ ';~~d"e ·~,v ~Ox:di~~~t;./(I y;.'.lM' .... 1.€!ftH.i:.k: jr-t:a~!.li:.pl'") :"ll:eG.:.c~ 1. 'r'J"'ro,(~ll.o.'1',f~\r-,~~ fi'.i:;<i. ~-'1:~I~.:'·'j,r~ 

Al~~~:·lr~·(!"c.~·~:""9:t,,·f.· \;.f't.E\ rll'\lJr'~~\~ ·("'h,€~ ne::l:~) fOt'F- '\In;l1.ihs sr ~!5*,h t\ bi.~: (,\~:c;~ ~JU'.~; :l}lJ, 

<"·,~j)tZ· ·!V Q~hn.t :It.lIJPQr"t t1ssij u.l i. ~":!p8 ;;.~::.SG~.O,-~",fl·) ThiL8 \7~J,8 q~:.i. ~~ J ),-:.::.t:~,~. a'J~tf:.tJ:S 

'JJ'!\~, c'., c.\~:':-'.~:':~ L\..i':'q;f.~· :i~ry.1~1U1.d8di. :..J.8-~.:)T i. 51J :'l'~f~~'1. ')ji" .... ~~~.l st lor: A..;~ '()~ O:D~!:·: ~~::~.:~/t.: :p\'J't;~t(j; 

lV>"1:~ -;: 7n.<?, .' ... ~f:IT·;.!p~}.j ... e& by .Q.~.lt' 6>~~::-lp QR'· ~e1 ~J;.\~~J3~,ero .iJ?.Vr-I \).,.R"'O~.}t ~1l_1')~ <·,z,t u)\.J":::j,~~;o".<' 

>.h}s. f".'.''':'' .h.8~~ .. ~ (::('IP\~8T ~i:~VloT .. h~n.':·· ~rlE':;;r~ D .. t t'\ "!?.l!ec.Jl::;"Q ~:C:'''~ t:J05~ },~(~ ... ~~i.~,~~\~ 

·J.]7;.f~ ,~~",·'~<~\-r -r.":~:L~i .. t:3 ·r ;~~:~f r'(3f'~lt.se CCt';?";P~ ().~IJ,~ Ci vi~. u\lliB'lF,·t1 ~Jn.~\ ~t'~:) !:'j~r;':1.i~;-~. -:'~n 
~f.~ \;i~d 1J'.il! .~".~ ;.1Jcn.; (\r.t .. i~):';) (} .. l" I 15!. Oi'J~i~~(lZi';l(~L ~hiH cc.r..:nlcine(f~ ';:~)l.i·,~!, "\!.A·H ~~1t,J .. " 

.~t1.\J~<7"'srl)'I\.(:," 1).::.v·i. ;J'npl~1?rlj~~tr..h~~8 'tAJ80.t'~·"~:r f~X:'1 t'~:,e chr:-\Th[.\l~I.7,i.cd m{;;(,,1.\T{'c '{,ff t·h,~' 

1',(;jr ·":.!,:'d'"7. (!.!'I,~,-_~<r.:r~·_n"Utej. 1". 'C. T.b.c :r,""~0lU(,:':;:~'1. p.tlr::'he~ of CP3.'30,U~ .. ·(' tY1P,r;- J,::1.I"~!~'-:.f(;1:i~.~ .. 

~:'i:);, :~ s}~~~)~:':·l;\\. ~'J:le tOl.l}H) sjf ,1(f.€7, ~ftJi'S·'i"'c:~.:,··~.JJ't.5 t.,-"o. ~~e Y Co;r:?~ ;;'Y-'~~~ t\JJ 
···.~'1iJ~~r-:';r~.~(.~ ,\!i:",!.Qj,.""F'!.)" stjct.~"'1~ir.g j~"{!. ~·1.e~r:rt,' -; -nr:. t·};' -';.be cOD~"ng of o,'"'l"";? !fr:~:,c:U-~t\.}- ~.:? 

'.~r·~t~;t:.l.n,~!(, f:'·(.lu::r fQ.c~.)!)r:"'l ~;-lc}.·~d.€ t),.;..!::;Y:..gnC:.e:n."'t~ 0 f c. l?'l_e·tr Cnr:-p~, ~:,,;,";:?.c~.-:\:ntJ.eJ(:1 

Jf"~dtJi~t:~\)rr. (tiC c2r\liai.,') outJ7'ost.::~ cowwj."\u~cntslt experience ga:li~l:1efL it"'? l:f..~j",o 

~nr "~O'~~lt.l ~Fr.~~ ;),.::101 th.e f-.:.·c·:~ tJ:~c~·,t.-; Q1ID ~~d.(t.i ti,"j~.nJ .....L:-1."\IN Reg;·I.l~:]en.t 1t'~e.~ ~.(1]:;lfi·~.~·\·;71flt":Cl 

1i. ~,R '(':i'I:,~\.n:i~,\~ .::yc].e UJP.d ~l;:tS i;;>een desi~;::'l(l.y,ei!li nCl?Gr-(l.t:i.,~r;iQ,? I: ,) 

lAo ·;:.l:>f~ ~Cl"1j ~ t,WCt."A c of f!y""c,.g enrolxt.:'! c,.t. !.500 :?ee1, Ub<n'Hj i..<1,A '':'",,~")j'P.:~JlY, 

w;rt;3'l,v~''f<3:!" ~O"I~~tbJi.ey :3till p)l"':Pj(~d. vulim., T:b'.~rre hu;ve heen lrtO F~i!~':\lU.'i:l'l!))\~ 
i~~i,Cl~:'..f~O a .r .. ~, ~·;t,\(c enco'V2 ce:,pab:i~. ~_ tJ:-i. es ~ ei!~ep"t reporr<1s ~Yh..~-t thf;Y {~Att"rf;; j. :!J;~~,r'!1=~ 

<til'''> t~~H{ th~q'·!'i L20 'J 0l~"2 (50 cill i'~n'e ~~ cru!.Hlia.n ::'t>lSh!!;WY r'.lQ,C"l.r:!t.~e g"',!!t13 L't '.r,;': '(,~~.{(; 
.t.~~t"()r'ij,( 't121--t~,\ .2,?l e.Jt1?r.;:(I~ti V~ hOK"i'7~o"~r.J. lrD'..nge f··t 6500 iree~o .~~.(~ .':JQ,.~~:IT;&,~5.!!~\~:;Dl 

.. the '0B2~ JP~ot, 'Ile c~~lll\cl f~ .. or.;J :i.n.1r.·~:.lige)I).<[;e ':"epolr't,s /1,Jrn.dl a:,'\'fI1l~,"~~lI;!: ;',t;t9 ~~.r'?£"~lu 

'fJi? -;;'1 ID'.O'.'.;· ;r.,oT::!lc~y h~\s C01fl.ifin.:0f1 {"heae ])OS1 t(.ions hy e1.WOsUllJ:'"0o "h t);e;e.s 

;'c;.~F.f."'(')'\ SIC'i'rewal t'ill~eB 1\'heT.'. -we'?,i-'l.d 1t,<o jfl::r hn'/' dll~ 1,c li"i.d.ge ;',.i~l(uaG ::;';;4 

',:e~.Jt!r·.z;rp '&"~Thd i~ ~:rCJS no"'v :.IT.,(!Gtx.;CLIl i~O r"UE j;{1i~,C B I'i~e iAgL1ds o.y~ :b'Pl ;~':sl.":'F'="­

k~2t jB~i~a Teaupply ~iseicnB. Inci~BP~17p 3Ut~CSt sitze Le~~ll.y 
~J<c~~n3~o1il.Ot',~:eQ~ G!~F,e to t'/fO h21j\.G~p~:'ClrE B~ID.d '-,':tI'ilC st'~JrTour~m~r1.&; : .... £fi~~Q-~'9@·r~--~ 'b,S >.!.~ 

~p.el1),<:'3 Utp -;-,0 ~~n,a Ir!1nge 0:: t~e,\l.i -l't.2 00:,:"'&:l3cS. 
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J!.'if, \to\k(;-lS hl®Jte t,irJ'9 \'(,11) c:tqJ!o,iiril Vhr.J,i J',)1l! "'§o.;,lli3 l'ha ;rfjlblll~l:ll Tl{~ ~<I)t ~h€1 
1i~p'p'll:'!3>S.2~.O'ii'. ffl.1i'e /ilQ lrast fn'ow. 1i.h.,;;, ~'=i!I~jV 13 \VUS (!ll.~;® t,1), 'it,b~ t?ti\<f;f!, 'it-1lila\);, 'l7l'l 

hli,va U'l.<3't'~ @~y in o.l!ll $ch.pi \t,iorbl'1. ""'If Jr['~1f; tl"Q,ck!l}e'Cr.te1l'lfA 1:)\~1, !oltTh"tlh ~i~',Ii>~ 
Olt' t.he ip!b~'U';''ld and lanc':.ing bel\.iM~ta£"1;c IOCCD../.,li.oYmo..H,y ins !p:<:,,~~ t,j,<i.ll1r.;I$IQ\ 

botb IIHile{;lr''lt o.irclt"aft or: i.he sane iiiio.e 'Iffrnem. the t,X',r.t,tI(!,t,. ~I(i; i,Jo® ],rurtllili~a~ ~.01 
ohvioul<llLy ~rma one .ei.,b. While i;rr. t,he'lle po:tteno,lii p t.k'1ie <5fliJ;J;:<ln,"-:t. t;l,ixrf.1>il".1.5.i"t, 
<C<!llntli.tma]'Jy hllyle 1(H1 d:y paE,sea:n." n.d.ng lt~ms ~.iJr 1l~~HJ\1\i);e/l.'l1t.~<.l).~ ilbll@ID1~ 
ruid~ the h~1icoptel'r fLght pntt.. 

~5" ;% did ilHl;t, get fi <eho.ncf.'l to ··'",I)rlk 'Iil'li.t,l, tlh6 l(l3J-l1JB a.lf"K:l!",~ri\ h1\6J1.ilC'!Ip\i.ell'iIl 

tt~'" "l.rmy-b.c~~ b$'~~ VJsllrrt.g dO''!!n SCl~tho 'l'hay <!<;u"rr'y 113 lrOCl!!:<ai.!ii ~IDJd ~\\7@ ",at) 
~~J,li.ll:lrli'! mC:',1;hine ~1'),a. '.le ;should ~e~ eo;;;e in t,ne I C~1l"pS ;"lre;" lQ;t01f 'tthiio 
yeo.o s D,S Hl "·,1'0 Pl!"ogl"I1IJE'ed into 'irlle't11l.I),iJ0 I ot,i'U, t~~'\'ro~a'(\,e ~Wl' rl1ai'ft,~w 
ri~erl! ';<f~ •• \g i/::ILof~e ,l:mpPQ)!;1\, 1.",OlO.~@;pt o,nli lthilillk Jl;'·;i.JCe:d 'J~h'Bg Q,A!f~lfl\!\.i,·t !lbTt'€i 1,i.]©1r(" 

1!ll!fI<Hl,d~1d by 'l'.Jllia VC~ 

~ ')l'lhie Q,it'crrrdft h~hl U!? j~0Q,v;d;,i~WlJj.Ryj2§(H) 1f'pC1 .9\.::w~ 56 1V mo;.:ru:2.i:ol~ 
~il"Ii\!!iI!iWtg>~ were the [.1),109 :\"'[k~vhe~ t.Jrmn t.h,~ 6%c£:p1,ivon. '¥'!:'ll~ 1&.!7Jl.c1iYmg g<fli1Jr 
h01~ ilk)? exceptioItiJ..Illy W0.U, i!!i1 rr'(,'l\\l\~h 'tell"Jrai~. \U\lI!tril<Bl!" heavy l'~I.Mll.,~. "ij:1)ft@ 

e 1 li3Ht1t.ll"cv.i CIB f~nd cnri G';r.x·; &; CiOUi?QK'~G~7:i(;.s: ~id Wi¢ 11 r},J;; 1I./Ong, Cl.g) ''IN'J hcd!. (1. llil1!l''lt ~©XS 

'a,o, \k\l:!$P the ;~I)upone!i.ts clxied Q'iJj~," No [::lore seri'J)1.HJ f!;o.iA U"rt;tOll" [.jr.'t'fllll.<.l~{,jJ 

@~I1'J,,r,r.ed; !).s disc;;.("atr~d in Ll;~' 11),k:1~ lettslro 011' ClJIlM"Se s:l~irm'h6?ll"t;,rm©® :L,,\ rms'X''<s!]' 
<UA ;.l.~\l!id(-;r;:t and! Ii 11 '!HIVer o-.rarllr.;oli& Q,ilh '.'fP'f'(£X't,unity t,Q; gjov~ .h,,)'u!. @lr~l']t~\1 
to t1u~ :::H.u"';::'Oi,;\i.'l g;:-oup of pif'nt~SllBi1'P!fl.a:law~ hev.',;: itA ~,h@ ~n~:1.n~e!F:iim;g €>rl;@"t,a<1l1t",,, 

}1 ';? D 'r~e mr'!f hf.1'Ve ~i,.,3C ,g29 i:i.1StaUe.U. ' .... hich iii lS\\)# of o,)l.~~c~,:hmLKJl QI){W'J>iI' j\b]'~l1tg 
dhc<ctly to the re(1Jr' and ltI~R1teQ\t.h. the .-:1&'':2 f:1hel'A ~r>,(gillll~ ~O).;1.~!},y.°~e1i'/,t 

T~.l.is ASC i~ <iesigrrH~d ~o IPTf1>~;ride kf'!i"ot<fj~tJ:P.:t!>;n ~,I) i;.i-Hl toil !;;f;)r~,']'iilli~ 
tly!:nI'A);:>,E;" (to,;nk,. coolc~';. ~t,c.;' 'RhiS) 150# rep!r9§!e1l".tm Ol[),~ it.I,~1)~~jpJ; @;!f ?f,i]J 
'~ll"(~0!fH~ in .. ~ Iwn-:lnl n.:Ji&-:ht ,of i2iQ o.irrc~·Q,1f'-t. I·t,~~ fut.fI;W(!, 'to ~Q,;f wf.M;'if'<i:/ 'ft,l'm@ 
]fl'@ill'l.t. of lllJ) re-a-.Ul1'l:i1 ::.ItG'('ts when Jj(t>1t1 st<:u .. t iln.ll\~a]'ll.i\jj'ag nrC1Ol" 11,0 fP1r~I,~,@©1§ 

'W"I.l!.lll!t@)!"Q,ble lCooponelfJ.t. .. \))\" sy3tO);;]~a 

1L r.;~m,~t tJD,Y w.H:h o.bout the 11«,60 l:3G.ch.inB g11,lQ\!l1., We raTel, SU,'I!f th.:> 
, ~amy whe)!~ we al'e -bein.G fia-ed V'P0ll!' a;nd 1.1f'i .. elr tkH~ fi!T'mt d,'~1tisium he.1B 
,;lr->QIP(ped it{; troopR;! in the llalThtH,ung ZOi7dOlEl, iJucc,~edim.g (h:w~~ii.~M£il ,~®m!1mt',t, 
I)!ae t·h~Jn.},· g!'.l,ns fo)!' suppreaai 1/'0 fi1re while in the ZO~M,~~ 

','Ie arc no!:/' \lllSnng ·t"b~~ krI:itl..!.i t@ goOl!" t.he co=pHq'Pt... It .. i:;:;: ©~li'il'lf~iillisml'a:,:lly 

r'll'i6d ibV\tt. JO~II in a pocket to tJae right, of t,he <l:!'l,}~pil(!l'\t whHWI!I il'i.2< 
t~lJl.!i"'iI~.rhly g;:lploy ito I t2 L',dwv;i1t'tages o.rre III gh'l;, weigl1<t, ;;:Il:\J<O!j'''t bctif'K"a i~ 
tOlF ""~lSe ~ill handliAng in "th" co~!'£pi\tp high DU:J:;rd" V,)ll.."'.lill !l;.;V~ lbliidl ~<OIHl!. 
~lblJ.@k powell' a.nd :rate e:f fire a,gailll1',at. lf10eting~(\\)l"g!,')'1:i"1" 

~O. lI:t jU8it ol!:cUlrrred to r::e il.'t ;..~i.ght 1019 ·\!fell. totIrfh:r,m '£'CiIF: e, dV:I1f!lle~ Ill1/" 

l!!ll"llIll'j\)l.ad Ibi If¢:nra,iit (~on.di tiOil, tID, t:t~.-; ], fi,iI'Mling: z~n$Q I e~!!'Il F,'®©aU. t,1m.il"""il 
occQ,mi<i.>[J!\s v.lh.eCi1\ we IhIl>Q toleo.<ve tllil<e· a.iIl"CR'a£t il~ t.",~e lamaill'l.g ~~!Ii~ :'ll$d<, 
~~IJI,(;:'l},~~\'t,<!l '~lllIlfi ':1:-<1)\;11., .nnd"R"fi1f'e. ~~~ !!f.d1;"r;()c.[d:"<e i,Jl:a® 'n!!tl\~>l,;r~ <?,)l!f' 'clliwiQil(\llll\ 
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ne<1d.deIr~ as (l,pprGpE"iateJ lll~d.lJlg the dOmled o.ircK'u.ft as. Q. shield u,gt~itcIllS(t, 
iltC(llll>li.ng fi..'e while eve:.cuuting the ~!rewo If the 10.81:. plLa>ne in a 
dil. viaio:m wr.o,s lAi t~tha ~n.H:IC<aedi!llg di yj, sio11l could n.o,ke the pi ck-llllfl<> 1{:If 
iii~U, elitid' a.rlie got. it~ the diviisiolll leader wO\\ild go bo,ck in. Of 
CO\4!J.'· ~1.") fi.re pr(H:tica can be Iilsto.hlis.'1lSd. We l.u14itd 'this tifllilllmique 

tnst ltin,1Il: fire ant! 7Wt au.tooo.tie \veo.JPons" The utie of thia il,e<::luiIaq\l\e 
!rOll' i!';;ll"6W l.\'~H!cue \'l:'ould d~pend upon the lilumbenr of troops tllrsl'Miy :in tha 
Ilwr:.rllim.g 'ilH:me "that cou.ld be used! to £)Rootant. the erev end the typ<a of :Ull'E! 
beir.!g ll"$(Cei'lfed. Under sOwe circuwstrmces of heo.Vj7 til'e i i. would be fuoest 
to hawlS ina t?oope protect the crew Ibn.d se~~llJ[·e the a.iI~~fJ., 'Wi tIl ailr attll'ike~ 
*1;0;0 v b<l!ljfor9 n.t.teop'ting to eva,cuo.te the erew.. HovfI::'Vel' ~ during ti. ''1l'A tb­
ml!'o.wa! olP'erc\'t.ion this would beco>.Je iwcraaslngly diltficu!'t.,., 

tn.",. .;~ :r\l~ ~lOl'( i)/J::l' loss ()f Q. heHcopter on 6 October l'£l62\l \ro,14' part~-
~'m1L(j)ii'.iLyit.f(5gico r{'rrc.gic in tha.t w,a 2,¢»st itO Lie-ny of 01l?1(' (ll"Um\. jpt)op1!.e Q,lntt 
UlIUot i it o\\:clVJ.X'if'ea iu "\,ha rlost intl.c<c~®~a.ble !).lr~!.i. pOllisible CHI llalr' o.Gll 'lJleh'\~ 
Ifl,blLlI1l to eft'f""ct reBCUiEl opelfatioJ1ls, ~,nrell1 TWiHt.h the helicoptelfD We depeli'Jlded 
lmee.v:U,y 1l>!1 ~;;he enJ.urmtce,iSlkill o.md de"tsn:zina.i.ior. of t.he JUtVN 'i!.roops tac>~ 
W®1fta hr,nded nearby toG nego tia.$,(6 the terrroJidland bldlllg 0,1 t the sUl'vi Wll"lli 

<!.!l walil 0.13 asslir\, t,he 1..iedicml Officer o.nd Corpaua.n tha.i,. we W~~~G u,'!Jie to 
.au-alP in e~ the GC;~:J.e cf the accident.lam:rever,. we lea!!"lIlled that we ha.d 
i()."elr ~~tiwG,'~,ed 0.1'. of t.teir ca.pabiHtie<:> o.nd a.s Q. resu.lt. developrsd al'!.d 
~Hll~i,pped O';.1;~ OWl:. .~·e8C':.O tenus with pelr'SQ1!lllel orga.ni1.l t;o the squadr~~1> 
I);nc. MMJS~lc. Sub-,'G-:.i t Il'~. I ~:c.ve enoelosed. ·the plan o,nd it is seH'= 
a:!l.W:!~\I)A .. '.»)r:r" It cmJ..1ii Q, lesson T. e<l.rned wkil,<,m wOl'kiog 'wi t.h i.l.11 ied t!r(j!op~~ 

g~. We have not used the t!Ee.gle 1i ~~\1lnc~pt of "l.fi airborne l("eaer·~e (which 
was desigJ:\ed UI block fleeing troopilI) ill 'thi a £l,lrE!O. becQ,uae it is not 
)p1!'O;';; . fbi in. jUT.,g)e tarru.ill1. ',lie have ul:led OJ. "Tiget'il COllll!:epft. v whereby 
w ~a fou~ aircraft i~ en ~lert s~~tu~ clang with troope wbi~h were 
l?lt'~etaged ~t pick-"p :;;i tea w~ere t.hey cO<illd. be e;:;apll.oyed fast a~d 
ialtpll.:lllit an en9uy atta.c~ While it 1'1"fU!1 il\ proglree!89 i~e., outpostr. being 
QlV~lftllill Or a traiBll be:i.n.g atta.cked. it ho.lilia 9 t been pn1ctico.ble to tie "'P 
fOlJllf" :l'>ill"~ro.ft for 'this purpose becQ,'l:iise outpost.;J o,g'g QlSua.lll.y ntt!)'clked Cbt 

lliJi.ght CiJ.lr!.d word of Q. tlt"c..in attack too slow in cO::.lingc 

23. I havO} ::llentioned staked lu.ndilIl!~ :r.Ollea which ve continued t,o Ir'tilll illl'l!.o 
in thio u.r~a" FOa~ trlis l'ca.SQnwe lHlUU:U,y dosilff3 o.I!~ (H temute plan 01' 

lMding ZOillI<J of possible. .J,.s:1 nentioned in '.:.ly last letter 1the te"t6,kee D.we 
pal"tilhHy e$tfective a.gainst helicop'ter' !o.nding.s if the pl:l.ttell".I'l'. or the 
~tQ~e~ pre~l~des landing vith you~ teil be~ween then. Cn~e oue~ be 
't,AK<e:i?> Wl~t. t.o Sy;i.ilg tIt .... t.tlH on l.o,nding or "ic:.ke 'Off'. 

24. SOt:n{;l (Jf our tli"OOP l~il!(Ungs were u(Oida fOlr l.hf,> PU:!'l9os·e ()lit' p(f~li tilC>!lainJ,g 
th-O(Jp~ in &, bll.ockiuGg Jl"()1e i[ll iCOHAjw!)ction wi th ot..he~· i~fr!1utry Q:!" APe ua 
thl'~~te. :In 'thelle CCHHlS we '1!'ou.uld Elucourage o.nd o.dW'OCQIl,,a the ~611~ ~f1' 

lrArlgge ]'illllti:~.. .u tho\!glh. the lfUacUug ;:U".ea,5 y,'l::lr'<t Ql)re pn~cm::r;":1,fj)\!A1>\l Wlllr.!. uSl'~<lIl].:r 
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~~.1l1 ~ VI21 cOllllld ~PPll·o{!l.,~h, t.he lwnqJ,ing :lOlrM~ in ,\li, ~!1!,X'~f~l mfll.lm1lM'iIT' wi. tl\-~«(mt 
t.hfil 'Ie ll@@ki;n,g d,Q;';1!r. our throatlf:l 11:"0[.:1. l!IulFll"c~;ndil\lo!'1thill/ijl:§'Iill'i!iI$~ 

25" '\,'i!H~1i\e'1re:r PQElsible re,eon:e,eiasQ.Y1!.IilE) We,B i10111e rii!!~ui,;]'ly. in IJMHJ~ a,JrIi':];,.s 

i't 'i)l'f1'>t;I n1ltt \U'l,<:OtrmiQ;£l 'to };e, ve airc1I"tlft .lJ>we!ibJea,d <to"",i1U,g @T ~0~~_ t<li~ <!)~1;c"" 
!pIOf.31i.B., 'e~ ccuJ"l make 1>, ~,(.ID)illY ~'l1.n 1:,., &lll t)~'lt.JPlQl!!t i)'t thIB !;'.rreJ:j) ~l\!lrdl @Cn,d!!!tiFt. 

t"th~ 7.'e~C!>\'\!i\S\.:i.flaallce eurl)'c:te" .A;?;a.in ii" \)rd'~n' iJ~ s"vroid a p&ttelr'lt!. '51.1 r(\\;~,V~ 
1lu.ed mJ=.l\.A.~BI~ OE~i:l~ !:Hter&a? (' .... 3..~3P~~ 1'~28ta}) r.A.=ll ,Q,nd tb.a IlJ!\!f~1l. K'lJ1f' \t,lilIil<3 
lPU.lrPO /tI\\t" 1.'{,b.liPn <a.~ijj~g th"" T,=28 ~ w<'. Wi'lE,],!ilI, a~h~ihAle I!l1!I1!. a,:n.r /!'!1.l'i!l!;,~ ire, [l"ll'l1 

~d.jQ.eel'i,t !M·a~9 e,n.;l perfO,n'l!o',Hi the I(,g!}ol\'!.naJ.s.e~'ac~ Q('.iBll~li)i'l$ i;,he ~t.,w a'ilrlilk@<l> 

~t\)~ ,,)J:l:.hoiltgh t;lOr.;U!l of the :VtC 'ta«rtiGI!! f2,re re.t,h~l(' pll'i!ii'1.i t.hore;, ],i)k;1f/ tJlt<0 

!:IQl\li!I\dim\Jg hole ... 1ith 500 aides liik~ fu waterr gK;ll".~;ni \~ l1hiclb tlh(ID;p' UA !al IS' ~ii@ 
<Ii!~~'li?q}il'. 1t,b~ ~i8'~'il(ljt.i())~ ~jf e.PiPifQ~H~hii.1Ilig hell.icop'tt~!'lliJ~ v{lJl®7 $!J."oS fi1,@;~ t.~,1)lr@t,J~v., 
<1')[' W!lt.1{"~in<9d in 'the ~mlPll.G)'m!8m.t, ~:i1,1 ©lftpa,bi Ai ti~11l (l'}.\f ~e)biclOiP~,+$R"4'l< :it be-,V;ffi 
indU'.de~ I), eo,p.t.UJl"'~H! do.c,\w.e1/l\t t.o pl1"ove Iny p('d,llirfi,~ ~:J)~r~g&,il'llPh '? ~ (tft tM,~ 
doeurnent !llte~.t.:i.(j,g).E1 we need 3 hours of. ~,int'9nUHThe$ 1'''&' ,i!l'we:ry %1::i..!.I:lh\~; l!lm.\llf~ 
'21?1 '\¥ere 1l!,lCi.~!:;,j:i\y IJ.!3ing 4·~1 im. Dan~ng" ~Ve l"'Il\,f.·n~d th!l;..t. they WWii'o> l,i;.o·~ 
gia:7hts belli nd evrr.··y tree s hut they ~\!,{H\I\lrll IiIho~ ~l\p'1!lhelre liea'O!lit, ",:;;rr~e'tl't.e~, 
and shouse. lllever' b:~ underestima.ted1,,, 

~r~ 1rhe \.qe~1the~ 1.1::"13 bao~:., our nemegi2 d,\\E"'ing the p!£,~'t fouH.~ ll.u!nn.ftJh~-t:. Jt~ 
ie vel\y d:if'i'~'cul·(. ~o p...-c~.it:t ~it,h p&,tchee: of he~vy glct)u!!hd fo~ in t.:Ol@ 
m,~1mt,@,in, vll,l:.eys Il.~(! h.et>vy p;'Q,li,m,. ~l!'ing 4)1!\Q 6> d~'V jil!@i;rP,od 119 hill@. ll~ 

~l1""eh~1lt 011" lrQ.ino '!::hr:> amo .... nt of lCllo'ld CO'9'er 1)1'ouldl. ai~'3't~~,e h~W' (:1))0lri\l. \t,ne 
g!r(1.~llldjfog wO'J.ld burn off~ H. ,;rl)uld 1iIo!~H~\t,i;;.vr:~ l~y in lfIf.I>cket.,si Am, the 
mOml1'lte..in areo.<l for days ;)..n.d ha-'rslper. ./resupply v.nll t~\'ofH'P Rift·/.>,p r;:,l t.lbl/l)'l)l.l$llA 
'th;a C08.Bt.a'l n,re£1 w-:onldt'2, cleo,r~ ',Je 1 eH.ll"5'l.edl '(Ie !rW),01, -!,;,~ tlhlklS oil illn:v.r t~oy 

t..o get., in:q.4) t.he si':,es~ (nmn t~ough ii, l}!iokGd. }).opele.>ijl?)o R;F.)JW'B'II"tHl';. fl.h,~j 

w«)t1l!.theK'would freq:.!ent,ly open up fOlr shQll"t pe!i'iod~ !~f t,im~, 01' \t!01\l:r'!!ilf) 

th!i~ 1!'ai?i~.l::r ~hu,ng,ing tJ~Q.i;,he;r· co~~l~ D.,130 trap yIY!.1 if. y~1Jl W'!'lJrflln Q 1i, ca,W(j< f('/.l! 1 " , 
On (111M} O~~Q,.s:hil}l!'l. ('U:r' pilots hud t,c; cliQb ou.t Oll!. top l).1;, cn,e ~iJlilnl~t,e l1~1t'~:Hr"riC1~,~ 
t@ 7500 i'~o\.>.t,.Q They W€H"e hrQught down on rb lPJ.B"veila,n,<r;e ll'o,@Q,lt i.»~)prolijH.~b 
flf''Sf'l ].{)s-OOO fe{J't to Do.nc,ng. This is "',0 ~,!['o'bho ilf YQUlf p:U,,<ljlts. a .. :Q ft.lf'~in<ilci!<l 
<G~,t. 'them «i)\1), Q.lCt~,H~l inst.Ri,i!;]€)ro.te 'lli'n.eml'eY'(;)w pOfileible. it 'l::rut PIlj' ;)fjf~ /),.. 

i1il~edJl'Ji.© l'le{)!.t.hel(' an.a.lyeia is included in. CTE 79. 30 3~ \l 1f'<eI;Orr--t ~"'li' OO)l.!()3 ©,1Ill 
Hl!@licopt.cr tIl\Cll ... i~B o.nd 'iechXl'.iq,'14c!'<l do.ted 10,JI.'),nS3 whi©h "fI,"<l,!3 ll3ij,m'i-1f]'~'l:\'fi!$~ *.A) 
n>il Ho]'ic(~,'te1!> Gr.'oups. 

~S" Alti'w.d.e wO-a no par~icuJ.I.l!,!r' p1robletl at.· this time (!~ th(f; JNiJ~lfo' The 
h:li,g;be~t, Sji t~ ~.re worked -w-c.e 3800 :i.'~>\1)t... 'Eh<l:'l R:.'IL ¥:!I 5;,t, &:!ltttl). A\1Q)tJ, ipnHf~@, 1i;,Q! 

b~ 61 go!))d tra.ining o,Tt"ea. for o.n;rt.llli)(~, we havf) 1i'1")..E'!. j"ilirto ollit fuI'£Hi'@ .. 

~\J)" N!;l,vlii~Q,t,iol!t con'tinuas 'to b~ n.~ tSo,ay 111» :fOUl\" I..'.biH:t;r t~, ~'~!.\.ilI. ~ !iJ:i:!,'p" 

~ftTI ~ t. e:10P~lIl.d .r):lll radio aids or prroojsM'm:t 'ielfl!'o.in )r",C!.1,,\)(r~I;J. !G~n~!f'!a,11T tlh® 
W\f:;,PIlI {.~1l"'" ~oo~p 0,1 tho\agh SOl.ae a,re!lH' show fIlnly Iri~e H,nes !:1.:t1d wi "w;e:nl\ "..'i'!'it.lhl 
1'Jl.1!' ~@ml,t@Uli" b~Jtt)Jl'lCMl.tioll'!.., 
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3(; a !h.g '\~ihr~6' ,!)g1 i>l,.2,2ro·'rided 1.':Iy "0tm~2l.!j,)['e dn:bhg u' il'i:!!.e jon ';.~H1 ke~pli.~'i:,( 
'ltli!nSY_ 1'1.H!y o,!r:o or. {;c;n'~i.n.oul'.l li·G~O;fmo.,i!Bs~©e misaionllial and he;v,", phcto~E'(1,ph()1.f, 

t)b>.e gr,r,jOlld,-'r"y nf t.h2 oMtpO","::'e 2it'8,':;' fo~" US'" We Vl~<? t.hem·o". [.l:n l'D,lI;l~Hl),p Jij,ti'1t811 
t@ JrI;!i?ol!1, "f0:!lllth,ar comU.·1<ifH1.0 ill!. 'li,t.ilt? l<J,nldil.rolg $Ol'H'tI&l" 'rbi.1S .f~>,s·q~.<?,)t1tly J'~'" 
'9lu:i!r~~ tha.t they ~·~,"t';,in (:~l. ~tatimi!l f,~r ertenril,e;dt pelriods dOl);:'img mQ,n·gi~vlJl. 

,!!Je.Cb~,b'l:1iZ" ,:j.lJl.t'1 hr..;)e~ 'LEi Q,Q:>r.'.Bf.}d. QXh (i, !ngol7, "!O,t! gI01~, Oll' dell£;,y in H","~J)oul!'. 

3L ';i'lh>G woather pO.'/ts resp{)n:;dJ;.H.it.y i.e 'i!'Ol"Y W)?Or'tM*, b0~o.uEe qud.tr;;; 
,,)f~,eim we hr~'¥p., !a,,;d t,() doll.i:'.Y R-h~\!!C '(;\tMl v,@ 'IiiT'6Q,thell'" Wiunlliiia ~i!3 .:iu.dgrn@mrt 
thea ~e:a.th"l!l" ;'~I;;i,~ alii tc.bll(! )['<07" hotit haH.eol,~elr'S and aupport c,j,rci!'o.ft9 h,<,j 

W01<~ldl t@i) 0,f3!nse t..he t,v.,:ctiC/l.A ~';~;l"WM7,d post, f"';r cOYbfilrQutioa tlf ~ Ite"r H.,.lIl!c'm;r 
i}.lt\!(} .'!eoor~Hll'lo.U.'i)r'. ex art.U.leFY 0,I:v3 i:'he ~"sOC· (~i..ir Stl1.PiPOllt OliH5tro,t,~.onl) 
f..er!.ts;r) 5:'0:2" f,<OOli",:ti''fHl,tlt,m 1)f the ;;)lRlPport, air-cro.ft.!. We CO\\JlJ.,.lI {Hme.:U".. l1'f.!lu,@t, 

'';;'(1) Q, t.<~w L=hour betw1)~n 1 ;),,\?l9, ~~i houj!"~ depending /'l'n the rllitrft.~m\~-a tl':!' "J,1a~ 
t,fi,.lrget" 

32" ThllldRl\g t7l"CII'lP Eft", we 8,1.a{} l.MH~d ttlle OE j~S n l!'e,t!io re],6>j" o.js'ell"t:tfi~~ 
'~11'rrcili,jh p,",:rr:\~l:;i,i;{",d 'Hl to :('ERQa<~Xl iN. e.],moat conth!.umUI l!";!,dio ~m .. 4g1l.m~:cQ,th.n 
'tT~~~ 1.,h ~\~lr il~t~~ hasc: eo 

3~$o Brr~.(;dt·lb '~,h~~ Eill'!'.i~t.i'i!1l! )f'!}l' QV.r stay in RVN. ~;luB:'ing th~ period 1. 
&":ilJW.ll'J't Ul62 t.o U .... TQ,)ll',>;i.a.:"';,,' 1963 W61!'0 L'",s fOU.011",n 

WJS ~ 9 C,t:3 

OJ!: 1?(8)~ 

RAD 4:'10 

Sor~iea - 15.200 

33 p 80S 

535 

32 

34" Ou.t' ll".talief bJ lJ!,;M-162 W1:l.S c.ccoopHshed ouch the Sfl,,\'<la as tfe relieved 
mw...3(MZ nth .1.ug!.Ast. Dasically fOT'II'ard ecnelona h,yed the grouJ>~'!>rl \'l'oll"k 
foU.ol1'ed by il'.rc:reoent..(Jl,]. rglie£ Qf perlilolilnal on!' a yell"iod. of I), ~a'9k ~Q>:r 
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{yV ~Mtii·r,:l'!';;U1't,. .1 f~Hy ilJi'AH!li1"il.t.i.Olf!..lJSl <r\~p~lbiH t..,. \5'ifr,I\,\ r.:Iail!l\'\t,f!l.i'!)\,5@ Q,~, ii~@ \",:t" c;1iP.i;,;o 

~:U. {!c){ljI)l~lIt \?~t'i?!1r:nJ!.y?il,i;)ffil.o 

31'5>.. Vre 'J.lre1 ilMl1W JlolCQt.ed Q,1, Jru'tlell!:'~ with )18 ",ir<Cll",j),lte We hQ,v~ i&. !lJ.fl.l(~itrb~·11, 

&!i,d ~lf'~Vl'!lI o,!::M)o>Ji'd the US/] .'1L..1MO~ r;,!t,.LSD o;pe)i"Q,ti~ ~mt 0.1 C.~©i I~~~,~~ i;:; 
t~lUli JP'lldHlPplill'uH:!o They ere fiUiK!g the go.l? ~li\t,:H '((,lbl~ ~il":d. 'VaJ. off i,R)\~ U~~ 
PlIlXNC2.-')['Olf ;Q,lY',!,!~r;Hi 21 Pe1bl"uv,ry WhE>~d ve IT;i,:U, go a-lblo~7t'~ rll"n~, h$~EI -wH,l'.A 16 
l:l.i1l"~ll"Q,f*, (lind! a.m'tuce the 7th Fleerc c<'.n::lliili.'i!;nent" '1\'hRi ta aiil'~,1:"$,ft 1P.~\!111 ©!I:"(Ci'~i~ 

Ail/! Olilbi :Pl!'J)int 'iliill ~e ll"~~'¢.~lill"llH~Q ~-1J"' F\!.t~i:ID,. ana. lil!.tP!f!O!ftt·N-a~ 3;11, Eliw!~)lom, 
1l'eq'\.li, l'e~e)li i"~€~", 

3C,¢ Thell"1e is Il.n excellent Sp(lId,Gl Repolft I)lii! f.NN {ilIQ>W trelt'eWlfifl'd 1\..0 B,1lJ R\rg.1~ 
Repult<U(} qjf Vierbltl.i::l) i~ 'the Fi:1dK'h ;:;o!:lOQ,lI?d~ Weekly ICl1lteUiga'?llIC.:J :lUgeer~~ 
~h,~1\)~r' 4!:~,63j) d~ted ~5 Jttnu,1D.1I-Y 19l~39 'l~h{),t should fuff If'eQ,tdl, fuy fJ,n~.f\jl)l!Ml) 
t<>'fil!tAs&.ml,"",d fiJllf tllJety il"fl )[C,'\ftJ" 
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03 11.'11 ... 

SUBjECTg COlllmt!:ots on Countedng I-Ie.1lborne Landings and R&,.ids~ 

Frofltting from the French experience.s in Alf,iers and the .EnGlish 
e:1(pex-ienc(Js in Malaya • .the USA has fnade eziensiv,~ tlse ~f ::ml'pTise heli­
bor.ne raids against our units and rea.r areas.. fA str:i'dng e:>::anple of us 
employment of thes,e ta.~ tics ~'Ias se _11 recently in the iBi,lh T",y 0pE!l::;\.ticn 
(r/ester,oaSouth Vietnam). 

It can be said that all 1;he r(;cent augl1Jent~tions of forces that 
the USA has sent to the Diem government were primaril.y intN!deo, to 
~tit'engi:hen the Diem rear area for.c(=s~ increase their aoUity to pass 
information rapidly and the Viide employment of h<elicoptel:,s i"l the 'move­
ment of troops. Therefore if·we cr.tl'de:5itroy or greatly reduce the 
(;~emyn$ heliborA'le capability we '/Jill, in eS';I'nce" have de;st:co),ec1 the 
mobility necessary to the US laid tE>_cticS Q 

Although we have succeeded in inf.ticting some loss on the <el'i.emy in 
his be.tiboJrnce operations the enemy has in some ~le-.c<::~ c.aused i.,\S f::-..il:"ly 
heavy ,lOSS~lS, We I!!tlSt tnel:'efore find IT'£''',IlS of c()ping ",!itt the enremyBfii 
helicopte~ t;.?,cticso Mlidtesjplread effor.t;:; must be dilrected t.o GOlllbl;1J tting 
helibolme h.ndings and sl1ootir,g at he.Ucopt~!rsQ Following acre th'S: 
t\dvGl.ntnges which the enemy enjoys due to his -employme~t of heli1;)("JlFtrle 
stt"i!cG; ta.ctics: 

1.. C;;u:eful planning and pJ:epa~<l.tion..., alre ~",o$~ible togethel: ~';,ith 
l1:ornplete mobility 11'l an attaclt 9 B,a;p.port or relieving role. 

3" L~l'!dings can be effected deep into ('>\u realC a~eQ,~ wit;.l the 
capnbili ty 1;08. Hack and. "litho raw ro.pidly 0 

4" An approllniate means of destroying cur forces while th@y n.n'; 
sti.ll weak~ 

Howeve);' these tactics s'ff'er the following disaClvantag':ll! 

1" The population in ('ur !:ear ;:>.ret>.s is . n '.lUX' side and will 
l'esist the enemy in eV<::.ity way. 

2. Small f01:ces are usually employed by i;ue enemy in theii:"'de~p 
strike~i and if counterattacked may find it difficult to wi,thrlro.wd. 

3" HelibDrns operati,.llls K'equille thlJ.l latESit infor-1M,til)),) (old .info 
~.y ha've lost its timeliness and new info Rl1USt b~ checked fOJ: acc\l;r.~:ll>cy •. 
If the time is taken. to acqullCt: c~)nfir1lJatoty : nfc. 'i;he,"l t.he sitU::;.i.:i.O!.'! ~' 
ruwe changed rendering t.he infQ inaccurate). 
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5., The: p.<r<e$ent avai1able helicoptel:'s iPu~'!""!'lt tlle enerq (row, 
employing 11\l1'ge {olrces (;)1 th(ugh1 th is is 0nly a t¥.I7iiOo:&'?u·y d;,),$advRn= 
t;;.ge it 1f)il1. take thfJ enemy 5"l!Jlri;'; til1le ;1fdc·re he will bO': ifl,t;1.c; to 
ove rc Ollie j:. 'C,) 

0" T~ effectiveness of b·z;J.iborne tactics is greatly !"'edtH::eo 
in forested and jtlngl'2 covered tlL}l.mtnin r.u"ea.'3 'lihere a cleD.r.'lroow1.edge 
of the nutUT\iI uf the terrain carma'!; be rJecerneclfxom the a:i.x'~ where 
1.andings a.t'e difficult ar:(] ambushes ei:lsil.y empl.yed again;:;t, the lr:.noing.$ •. 

7. The di.sadvD.nt<::.g~s inhf:rent in heliccpte.;rs D.rE: oifiic!.'.lt to 
overcOll.'e" If they are flown sl{J:~1 or low they Z\rrlS vulnerable to grouoo 
fire; i?ver.y flying h:,ur must be complemel.'l.ted by :3 h"u;.s uf glC'ound mn:Ln­
tenMt:e; ther cannot: be flc1Wn fo:1' mort; thLU'i 70 h.li.n in any 2 or' s dD.)i·s 
(TN~ Ob~rioL!s typographical (r technical en·or. 10 h·:-or.s in 2 or 3 dnys 
seems a.pp.-:opriate); the helkoph;.t" const.unes much fuel" ca;:z'ying a rul.l 
load of ti"OOpS its fuel capacity is reduced o.nd as a consequence its 
r.n.llge is >:e(luced 9 as a result th,,, sta:!:ting pcint for helibo;r!7~ ope:cn.ticJft1S1 
is usual!y near the objective anti. th:.1S the enemy's eiement of sUJ:""p:d~.e 
can be I:ompromis€d. .A landing d.ght within our. l'ositi(}11 iiS the most 
effective, but is also subject t.,; coming uncle:r cur firep,'we>: while a 
la.nding clltside of :ut' l"(",siti'm 9 th:...·ugh avciding UK firepowcK' ~o~c:s the 
clement of surpr;.~e_ 

SOLU'l'XONS TO THE PROBLEM. 

Ba.l:;ed (.'0 the above listed a.dvantaGes and ;·i:<"~G"a.ntae $S ~:f helibcr:l'le 
st:t'ik~s nnd from ,.~UT p;~i'€rienc;;es with enemy heli~ "1:1"- !'";!;I'etr.ti:)f1s in the 
SOl!th, we propose the f"11''''I' ng principles t· r:: 'ntend 1"ith this :en.ClfI,Y· 
<;apability ~ 

1. Our. rear 3.lt'ea.s are Weak ~.nJ small ann t.h<t,~, COI'i t;u:Gue11 tn.oS 
use of h~liborne tactics, t.l€ccme the enemy's fr011t Line at :J.nytimc 
so we must develope a lfJidesprcv.d dev,;,.!.cipcment ';1' gueI:! ill:"!. L)!'c',;:~ .in 
these arens and the deepe r in "ur rer:.r a.reas the st!'( nge r tho.esc f 0]."(;(1$ 

must be. If We succeed in the "ddespreQu';Jevel'pement Gf s"i:;runc Buex~ 
rilla forces in GUX rear areas, the enemy~ despite his initiative in 
choosing the point of attack willp on f • .nding find thr:.t he has .l.="tltk:d 
in a hornet"s ne~t cf guerrillas reaLly to fi~ht him ~i1J he :mny find 
himself in danger- of being sl1:n:ounci.?d. Me n:c.'vt:lr (and this is suff.i. o ', 

Gicntly strong to p~~vertt them from landin~ furces). 

2. The enemy can mz.ke a heliborne lamHng r.1t any t.i.i1.~ rI . .nd p,r,y,". 

place in. Southern South VN and particularly in cleared heavily po;;ul~1tcd 
O.xeas at which time they can inflict henvy lcsse:s: en US (p~I. . .!:t.icul"-U'ly 
when they" axe landing they wi11 fire at nnythinC that mCiV€S to protect 
their landing parties). !herel'ore we must instn!~t the people that 
they musi: prepare posi ti"ns in whi.ch they c':)n sa fegllat"c1 th~i.t" livc$ ~,l1d 
property~ These fmrholes must be prepnlced at any 1,1l';(e; 'i:l1i.i.t th'~y o.'-' .. ~ 
likely to eo; 

J 
steRt1 

, ..... -., .... 

DECLASSIFIED 



-, '=' 

DECLASSIFIED 

'SECRE" 
self ]?X'otecii:i'ilQ plans ready Cond the people must xeaHoze that -th 0Ueh 
a. helibol'ne operation .can be launche(] in their ve.!:}' ,:idst tho.t hclicoy-· 
·ters have many inherent weaknesses~ 

3., OU:!!' distx-ict and higher units and installati(·nsa~e the main te:.i:ee t ~ 
of enemy :tleliborne apex-at.Lns so they must be mc,bile, properly- t:cain.ad 
nn.d equipped to cT'~,cse the en€my~ Oux i.nstallations and units must not 
become fixed to any specific location: For example units and installations 
in the lowlands must be l1l.~ved .~ncc ,every week or ten days~ Units Oll: 

installa:tijns in the highlands must be moved fr.equently ~ Loca tioilS 
must be selected with an eye tc defense, cOi1cealment. offense and 
routes of withdrawaln . On arrival in a new area ,the I1nit 0X instal"" 
la.tion must deploy immediatcdy and be l~;:epared tc ~e"ist an attacK,? 
prep~ure defensive positi00S and avo~_d Lnnece<-s<H'y c ·nc(:ntratL.ms" 
He[l.dqL1.arters must estD.blish o'IJerall c:efcnsive plans t~a5eo ~-:n ~~ 

perimenter defense ex: mutual sup: ox-tin::; fire betw€ll:l1 separate positions 
to prevent enemy lanr:Jinf,S within OUZ' pGsitio;n O!1;] ,1ifficult for him tc 
surround. QuI." dist_'osif:i~'ns ~[o;'u1cl p.Ise be ma(1e !,,'; thnt a i.inter. 

strike can be m,. l1 nteJ by the ai:tacl~ed forcrs if the :o:ituati.:.'n p(3;l."'ll:~tsc 
Displacements must be mU'je within the frumE'''' r!c f an :v r ral1 J..;':',an ~t 

specified times and tc I'pecified aEeas t,.:, inSLlr" th"t ~attu;ced forces 
can be ccncentrated rapidly. 

4. Counte~ Intelligence Measures, strengthinc ·.r ~nte~nn.l orcan­
ization <j,ruj the c.1ili8ent eliminat.Ln of heal spies iilust be im;l';J·" 
m<=,nted" Enemy heliborne c'f'el"::tti:ns 'nt·c rJeI-endent ,n the .tctt:.~t :~nfo, 

transmitted bi' the most rapid meanS j 50 we l1lLlSt \:lxercise cClrerul C:Cr!­

trois unc particularly eliminate si)ies cc.r:cying cGml1lunic::ltiLms equil;mert. 
Boats must be carefully inspected hecause the enemy If'!.ay :secrete radi0;'!1 
in tJ:lf~mo Fasseneers Gn cumm(';n ctH°J:iex-s 'lond priv;:. te c·,'nveyo.nc4;'ls must 
be cc:.J;"efully checked and we must: avoid 10cating CUI' fUl':'ces in 
posi 1:ions near cClnmLmica tions axis ",here s1-·ies can easily. maird:,\in 
surveillance and K"apidly tltarlsmi t their infc. Pelrsc-ns known to be in 
fr.equent proximity to GVN post must be carefully checked fote' comm.";n~ 
ications equipl\lente 

5.. Camouflage must be stressed to misle:-.d the enemy and Fc>siticns 
must be sele,.ted in heavily ~~{)oded arens 1IJhich are d if fic1..l1 t fer the 
enemy to approach qr attack. 

6~, Armed and para-military and self defense forces ffji.lst be t;raine:c1 in 
shooting at helicopters and other Qircr~ft. Training must be Given 
immediately in anti-helibornc t:.ctics. E:xr'eriences gai led frem our 
defeats and victories ar.ainst helibo:rne cpera..t' ,\$ 'Will be d:!.scm.1,nat.ed 
for instructional ~urroses. 

7" When the enemy c'n(::ucts an airborne stri'·:e apiinst f,U1 arel;1" 
the people must. withut l,arrickin3 r~'ricl1 .. y sec,l.re their 'lJall!~::;1.es !.'t;1Q 

themselves .. nd maintain surveillunce evel' the enemy' s 3.cti~ns and 
atti tud<es and determine when the mcment is opy:,'rtune t·· , n~~ur~t poli­
tic!).l activities a.nd tro'T p:-opat:auc1i:.o.ticn n.m ;11"; the enemy's t:co":l)S. 
y.lhen th.e enemy lands he is expectinc resistance ftdC, the local vop~ 
ul!:ce so if they l'esist at that mClill$nt they may suffer seri,l.ls lc;3.::;;es. 
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. Vill,nge eft~errdJ.la!i will. imli:ead., \~i th thetg- rudimtenta .. ·.y 2l.J;'iil!11.~;<;n1: q 

<It"'l:empfl: to rer.hEC~ the len.emY·$ capability anc ha.T.a~6 th~~ ~hen th~y 
arce !'.!at.ing or iille ping $0 that on the fol1w.ing do.y they \\Iill be 
1.mabl~ to c ... ·ntin~u '~heb: a.Hack an~l h:r.ing ~heitr (,pexatio!!l to tl Ict'l.pid 
halt Of p:co'itide p!coper cC'I'lditi:,ns f.)z u "C(·l~mtel·att.'\r.:k by 0'..12' <Ai/:n lll.:"tin 
force units u . 1.f ntttlckecl" the ,:list:dct; p:evince ~oc. main r",7ce l..m:i.t£; 
will Ke31.st to defcnJ ~hemselv'~s.~lL'..J.19 if cncHtJ.nns Y>lf.){mit, fir.~ \11.1; 

tbe helicopters when they appl"oac:h, enf,ac:e his f .·r1;~r "hen they la.nd 9 

l:esist him as he ;:l.ch;ances and pursue h .. b, when he "'i thdraIWs.. JlrJY unit 
can en[j.:'l.::e the enemy'5 c;tir"ox'ne attr,;,;,,;"=s but 'hey l'1'\st attacl~ rap.idJ.Y9 
achieve a .rapid rjecisiC'I'1, 1-'1.1. thdrn.w t'£~ridly ~ h~v.oe adeq Ii~'t€ firepo\,rer 
and be train.!l'Id in activt;: ::'\nti~air:::J.<lt·t mea,,· !'!'s • 

.11. The withdrawal is an ili1~,cIts,nt r1-o. .- ,,1' the n ,. ist .. 1.ncc,o :Bec~.ul.':e 

the enemy C::lO attack anywhere at 2.nyU. e WI' ~"st~kn~' 11 ,W tv 1.')i. thclrfJ.,v, 
Do n.:;t withdr<,lw acrOs£ . ren a.!:(jc\S ;.\n:l. ~·I.~j,llKlra1M under 5U~'Vf)r:t:i..n::; f:i.re4< 
If we succ'eed in drawin. the battle ~n.lt ti 1 the 1'1 fS ··f c1ar.'.:ness 
'!IC mus'C no'\: think HEtt ,'ut' withdxe\\1a,J.. cun'be mao>!"! '.I.ritl'l ;.J;J["'unit.·." i)CC1l.us>e 

th~ enemy h.a.S emr.LoyerJ b(oby t1t'aps 9 ",j.nes? <lrnLt!shi.l[~ fOlCces ()r:' intl::r= 
dietary flEe to block ~ur ~ithdxawnl? 

9 0 Attacks must be organized ~lGo.inst <et'lemy helicc~tets ;~y luxir:rr 
thell! into Ollr pl'€{"ared p05i t _cns~ fi.:cet1.:3 'Where fotcI::s and ii.r:ej,owe.R" 
ean be effectively conc.entra ted sh·.)i;.l.:l be cT.f,a.nize·: fct' <ii.lti-:h.elibo:cnr% 
defense (based on the ,e"emy's heli1:)()&n~~ c~q~,bj.lities). A method '.vl-.ich 
e;a.n be employe',] iF to sl'.n::','\.mcl <J.nd \7,tt~lck a.!1 enemy ilt\hlt~!.lation <' •• ld 
depl~)y the majcri'ty of 'ur local fox:ccs tc engaGe the helibo:rne 
r€in.f')r.cem~nts as they .!.and. (The s~lected area she.l.Ild: be on.e iii", 
which OUli:' d~;p]/'Y!1l(;nt can be e!fecti111$1y made and i" \1!hidl th.e .enemy 
can effect helibol!le landings. In ad'.:.itiorl, because the enemy may 
!'lot lund their t:r:oops in cleared 8,l'e~\s ~ but instead 10Tth':!l.' tlnm by 
lines from helicopters to "void c:-u.r ambush. Our ''''ep10yments. rr:m::;;,\;: 
be mobile in natuJCe to m-eet enemy landinGs by this means, !;n :~dclition. 

the deployment (,f ,ul' local forces in l_ositions i0 attack the 
helicopters ~i11 previLle 5;:[:,l"'crt for the forces attacl:ir!? the 
€nemy~s fixed pc.'Sitinn and su": rt the ,·:ithr1ra .. a1. :··f th'se foa:r:cs f 

ThiS deployment will als serve tc ~islca~ thp enemy's spies as to the 
t!"u.:: oatUlr':: of "\.iT dis[.'usiti<J1'l. The ttt!'Gfct telected .o.h uJ.d 1J<:~ a S!uo..:U. 
post fax: en'l1gh aw{:,y fr"nJ enemy .sul):o:ri::i.nc f··) ces tc r(~qui.re the \J$C 
of he.l ibo:rne i crees t: re 1 i e\l I' it., 

P;>,'ior T.cc:nnai!,;sanc· m1.'.st be "~l<:'6.C of b~ 1 ic'" t'. f lan,1in,;' fi"ltls 
in towns and. citi€s in x';kr t si~.l..ect GS.i.tirns t ' , .. r.l'ley '-:1 r.t 21 rs 
and ethet" weapons arail1st 1:hem .... 'z: to determ.ine means L·f ·emr1('yi.nc; 
(lU:' special rnissi":n r'eTS~"n :el t. :.les1;J;:cy the enell1Y's helic.pters~ 

10., f:o!!c·wing the enemy's withdr"l'.'}o,l we m,lst ap~'!rGi1,t;:;h the' b::,tt1.~ 
Me~l. with cauti<'!1, ThO) enemy have been known r: 0o(jby tlt'a~: an i"_l:'ca 
prior to withd:cawinc and have? aoS a c::msequencc ~ c,],used us sou,e lo$:~e$" 
The police of the battle fi<:'!l.d must be c~~.refullY l'g:~;anizf;,j D.Dd employ 
all milita.r:Yr ~aY.'a-·mi.1itary aoo c.ivili~.n mO:i'l,oweJ: in GIClt:;.C to ~t,an:h 
out IUi.a dis::t!"ltt the ~Tlemy ij$ booby trap" 0 
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Ahove are S0me !'rinic'ns anel princip.tes which units and O.lr:;all­

ization:s can emplcy in preparing plans tc safeguar.d ')ur f01tcQS 

egainst enemy attacks. 

COMMSNT I CORPS G2 ADVISOR: Above docl~meni; was sei:?eo c1ut:'ne Opertlticn 
000 QUYEN V on 16 Nov Vicinity AT9310. 
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