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- THE I CORPS AREA 1S THE NATURAL PLACE FOR THE MARINE HELO SQDN :
BECAUSE OF LIFT CAPABILITY OF HUS HELO AND BECAUSE THIS IS THE PLANNED
DEPLOYMENT AREA FOR THEM .IN CASE WE IMPLEMENT PLAN32. HARKINS

WOULD INTERCHANGE AT A LATER D
AND SUPHQ/LINEa

—

\.\«’/
A

MaY

/,

S

2 )
/
4 ’

|

W

1. GEN HARKINS AND T HAVE EXPLORED—CAREFULLEY MATTER OF ASSIANING_. -
APPRECIATE ACTION TAKEN BY DA TO READY

APR. WE HAVE DETERMINED,

TO MOVE A MARINE HELO SQDN NOW

CAN HAVE THIS SQDN IN PLACE

ATE AND SHORTEN ARMY HELO LOGISTIC
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2., CINCPACFLT CONCURS WITH ABOVE. CINCUSARPAC NOT-CONCURS
AT THIS TIME STATING THAT “33RD ALREADY ALERTED AND MOVEMENT
ORDERS ISSUED WITH RESULTANT FAMILY GYRATIONS IN THIS, TOGETHER WITH
BRINGING ANOTHER SUPPLY AND MAINTENANCE FEATURE INTO THE III CORPS
AREA, SEEMS TO ME TO OUTWEIGH ADVANTAGE OF FAMILIARIZATION WITH
TERRAIN IN I CORPS AREA AT SOME FUTURE DATE. SINCE HARKINS HAS .
REQUESTED MARINE CHOPPER OUTFIT, I SEE NO OBJECTION TO IT REPLACING
93RD WHEN HE IS READY TO RELEASE S3RD OR HAVING MARINE UNIT GOING
IN AS ADDITIONAL UNIT THEN AND IF NEEDED IN THAT AREA." I AM NOT
IN POSITION TO ASSESS EFFECT OF FAMILY GYRATIONS WHICH MAY HAVE
COMMENCED. INTRODUCTION OF ‘ANOTHER SUPPLY AND MAINTENANCE FEATURE
IS5 SOMETHING THAT CAN BE HANDLED RELATIVELY EASILY BY MARINES.

- —~THERE IS CONSIDERABLE MERIT IN RECOMMENDATION CONTAINED IN PARA

1 ABOVE TO UTILIZE ASSETS WHICH ARE ALREADY IN WESTPAC.

3. HARKINS WILL CONTINUE EXAM INING HELO REQUIREMENTS WITH VIEW
OF REQUESTING STILL ANOTHER SGDN IF HE DETERMINES THIS TO BE DESIRED.
IN THIS CASE, I WILL NOMINATE 81ST HELO CO FROM HAWAII WHICH IS
TRAINED IN MOUNTAIN, JUNGLE AND TROOP TRANSPORT OPERATIONS WITH THE
25TH DIV. I WILL RECOMMVND THAT 33RD HELO CO NOW AT FT ORD SHIP OUT
TO REPLACE 81ST IN HAWAII AND COMMENCE TRAINING FOR TROOP TRANSPORT ™~
OPERATIONS AND JUNGLE WARFARE.,

4, MY RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING SMALLER HELOS SUCH AS HU-1A
WILL FOLLOW AFTER FURTHER EXAMINATION OF THE PROBLEM WITH HARKINS,
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