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.UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

DECLASSIFIED 

Marine Corps 

FROM : Deputy Chief of Staff (Air) 

AAP-mog 
DATE: 008A2463 

24 Jan 1963 ')7 
~~!. 

SUBJECT: Protection of Helicopters 
- ;/v4~~ 

~&C-JUj 
Ref: (a) My memoAA-3-1bm of 21 Jan 1963 

1. Reference (a) was submitted as the recommended Marine Co s 
policy cone erning the protection of helicopters. It is apparent fro 
the comments of the Commandant that specific information is desir 
on current and planned actions that will provide protection to the 
Marine helicopters operating in South Vietnam. 

2. The following measures are designed to afford the maximum 
protection to Marine helicopters operating in South Vietnam, con­
sistent with the accomplishment of their mission which is to provide 
transportation for South Vietnam forces and equipment. 

a. Armor - Protection has been provided to crew members 
and vital mechanical components in the form of fla<tk suits and armcr 
,I?lat;ng of suffiGient strength to counter small arms fire up to 30 cal 

<, armor piercing rounds. 

b. Armament - Crew members are equipped with hand held 
weapons, including the ArmQ].ite AR-15 and the g'rease gun. These 
weapons are used for fire SUpp~€ssion. 

c. Tactics-

(1) Maximum use is made of contour flying and approaches 
beyond effective small arms range. 

(2) Precision formation flying provides maximum surprise, 
passive protection and rapid entry into and exit from launChing zones. 

d. T-28 Support (CAS) - VNAF aircraft are used for pre­
briefed strires or "on-call" missions. The "on-call" missions are 
relayed through an observer who is airborne in an observation aircraft. 

UNClASy~lijE()~ 
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e. Reconnaissance - Accomplished by aircraft normally seen in 
the area in order to avoid suspicion and preserve surprise. 

3. The only Marine aircraft in South Vietnam are the transport 
helicopters and OEls of TU 79.3.5. Therefore, the policy of pro­
viding support with fixed wing aircraft is not being implemented. 

4. Pre-attack of landing zones by fixed wing aircraft in the situation 
that currently exists, has proved unsatisfactory in that such attacks 
have forewarned the VC and has permitted them to either disperse, 
prior to the arrival of the helicopters, or as in some instances 
provided the VC the opportunity to get set and offer considerable 
resistance during the approach, landing and retirement. 

5. Close air support of the helicopter landing phase by T-28 1s of 
the VNAF (MAP-Jungle Jim) has been effective to some degree and 
will improve as communications/control procedures are better 
coordinated. 

2 

M. E. CARL 
Acting 
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6PTIONAL FOAM ti6. 10 

'UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO Com.m.andant of the Marine Corps DATE: 

AA-3-1bm. 
21 Jan 1963 

FROM Deputy Chief of Staff (Air) 

SUBJECT: Policy Statem.ent concerning protection of helicopters 

Ref: (a) Verbal request of Chief of Staff 

1. In response to reference (a) the following brief statement concerning 
Marine Corps policy for provision of helicopter protection against 
enem.y ground fire is provided for your consideration. This office 

, is in process of developing a m.Ore for~, detailed explanation of th~ 
reasons and conclusions w"9-kh support this policy which could be used 

'"',for publication, if desired. 

STATEMENT 

The Marine Corps considera that protection for helicopters 
falls into two categories: 

(1) Protection for transport telicopters and (2) protection for assault 

support (observation ) helicopters. ," , ',", ~,~ rvv~~~tl<JV-," <bS 
1 ! !---'.J U \£ F '7 { , 

Transport Helicopters !):/!'fI/ (/ "" fr' (.. . cP/f /" 
~_:;i "= . /r'<? ?~~C ".~ 'J> p: [")1 'J;~ .' / 'Ij ,. )'-<, " , ~'~ V' I~/'" ' :, 

Protection for th~se he1i~opters will be indi 'ectly enhance /1/,'" 
by employment of the followmg taches: . 

(1) Thorough reconnaissance of .approach and landing zones\ i 
~ 

(2) Neutralization of approach and landing zones by air 
strike and artillery/naval gun fire. 

(3) Surprise by utilization of helicopter m.obility. 

(4) Escort by tactical, fixed wing aircraft. 

I 
Due to the excessive weight and perform.ance penalties 

involved when compared to the very limited effectiveness derived, 
, transport helicopters will not be provided with offensive arm.am.ent other 
j than hand held weapons operated by the aircraft crew. 

\ 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

Subj: Policy Statement concerning protection of helicopters 

'

Vital areas of the helicopter, such as engine and c..rew compal't-

\
' ments will be protected by armor plating of sufficient strength to couftt.er 
small arms fire up to 30 cal. arlllor piercing rounds. 

PriInary reliance for offensive fire support will be placed upon 
tactical, _fix~9..wing...~iJ;~,!,,~,,()perating in an escort and landing zone- =_'iJJ_ 

-neurr-aii~~tio~ role in that o:rJy fbce<f\viIi-g aircraft are'c'onsIdered to be 
suitable for such support from a vulnerability and fire effectiveness 
standpoint. 

As sault Support Helicopter s 

In that these helicopters will normally be required to operate 
either singly or in small numbers of two or three in performance of 
their priInary mission of observation. liaison, spotting, etc., escort 
protection by fixed wing aircraft will not be practical. Since the 

I 

I 
provision of suppressive arlllament, prilllarily exte!,J;l~:!ly':p~g,q,ed. a\ltolllatic 

. weapons, does not iInpose severe perforlllance penalties on the ability 
~ ~:f this aircraft to carry out its priInary lllission. this llleans of prote.c:tion 

:till...9~~.mQ.,Yi~led. This armament, in connection ~ith 'th~"'i:llcrea~ed ~a~eu-
verability available in light helicopters is considered adequate for 
operations in an environment where helicopters, regardless of additional 
armor and arlllament protection, will be capable of operating. 

V A lllinimUlll of armor protection for vital areas such as engine vr ~~;frew <:.81J1J?~nr,ne.:~';\~i\l will be provided within tolerable weight 
~ lilllitations. 

'- Due to its extreme vulnerability, it is the policy of the Marine 
Corps not to arm any helicopters with an offensive air-ground weapon 
capability leading to their deliberate employment in offen.sive air-ground 
operations against enelllY ground fires. 

~~ 
M. E. CARL 
Acting 
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